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Yokohama:  Saturday,  Jan.  6th,  1894. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS, 


The  Chief  Justice  of  Hongkong,  Mr.  Fielding 
Clarke,  has  been  knighted. 

There  was  a  slight  fall  of  snow  on  New  Year's 
Day,  and  more  on  Friday  last. 

Mr.  Hirai  Kisho  has  been  appointed  a  Japanese 
Minister  Resident  en  disponsibilite. 

A  sharp  earthquake  shock  was  experienced  in 
Yokohama  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Skating  has  commenced  in  Yokohama  ;  the 
Creek  was  frozen  over  on  Tuesday. 

Three  poverty  stricken  Chinese  committed 
suicide  in  Yokohama  during  the  holidays. 

The  Kaishin-to  have  chosen  several  fresh  can- 
didates for  the  forthcoming  general  elections. 

H.M.S.  Mercury  has  been  ordered  South  ;  the 
Pallas  is  expected  to  take  her  place  at  this  port. 

Some  interesting  political  combinations  may  be 
expected  during  the  ensuing  election  campaign. 

The  New  Year  was  duly  observed  by  the 
Japanese  with  all  the  old  customs  and  cere- 
monies. 

The  Korean  Legation  in  Tokyo  was  burnt  down 
011  the  1st  inst.,  a  defective  stove  pipe  being 
the  cause  of  the  disaster. 

The  Coolies  Guild  and  the  Native  Fire  Brigades 
have  held  their  usual  noisy  New  Year  parades; 
no  accident  is  recorded. 

The  residents  of  Aomori  Prefecture  propose 
petitioning  for  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Aomori 
a  special  export  port. 

K  Shiriuchi-Hachinohe  Section  (3!  miles) 
on  the  Shiriuchi  and  Samega- minato  branch  of 
the  Japan  Railway  Co.,  being  completed,  the 


line  was  opened  for  traffic  on  the  4th  inst. 
The  remaining  portion  between  Hachinohe  and 
Samega-minato  (1  mile)  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted at  no  distant  dale. 

The  Belgian  Minister  visited  the  Vokosuka 
Naval  Shipbuilding  Yard  on  the  4th  inst. 

The  Authorities  have  ordered  the  dissolution 
of  ihe  Dai  Xippon  Club  organized  by  the  op- 
ponents ot  Mixed  Residence. 

Yokohama  has  been  full  of  rumours  of  late  of 
attacks  in  foreigners  on  Tokyo  ;  happily  they 
have  no  foundation  in  nearly  every  case. 

The  Diet  was  dissolved  by  Imperial  command 
on  Saturday  last ;  the  general  elections  are  ex- 
pected to  take  place  about  February  20th. 

The  house  on  compound  No.  10,  Bluff,  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  E.  Rogers,  was  completely 
destroyed  by  fire  011  Wednesday  evening. 

Governor  Nakano,  of  Kanagawa,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  local  officials  met  at  the  Kencho  on 
the  1st  inst.  at  9  a.m.  to  exchange  congratula- 
tions. 

Over  three  hundred  leading  merchants  of 
Tokyo  and  Yokohama  held  a  New  Year's  enter- 
tainment at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Tokyo,  on  the 
2nd  inst. 

The  infant  prince,  H.I.H.  Mitsu  Teruhito,  was 
presented  to  their  Imperial  Majesties  the  Em- 
peror and  Empress  on  the  29th  ult.  at  the 
Palace. 

Thr  resignation  of  Mr.  Saito,  Yice-Minister  for 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  has  been  accepted. 
Some  little  difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding 
a  suitable  successor. 

The  P.  &  O.  Company  intend  to  run  the  Yusen 
Kaisha  very  close  in  yarn  transportation  freights 
from  Bombay.  They  have  made  several  big 
reductions  during  the  last  few  weeks. 

On  the  1st  instant  a  football  match  took 
place  on  the  Cricket-ground  between  an  eleven 
from  H.M.S.  Mercury  and  a  Club  team;  the 
latter  were  victorious  by  3  goals  to  one. 

Mr.  Nagamine,  Governor  of  Saga,  who  has 
been  visiting  Omura.  Nagasaki  Prefecture,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health,  lately  removed  to  Atami 
where  he  lies  in  a  precarious  condition. 

The  German  Emperor  has  presented  a  couple 
of  valuable  horses  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan. 
One  of  the  animals  died  on  the  voyage,  but  the 
other  reached  Japan  in  good  condition. 

An  armed  burglar  who  broke  into  the  house  of 
Fleet-Surgeon  Mivazawa,  at  Ota,  Yokohama,  on 
the  2nd  inst.,  met  with  such  a  warm  reception 
at  the  hands  of  the  mistress  of  the  house,  that 
he  fled. 

A  violent  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  at  Ya 
magata  on  the  24th  ult.  at  11. 10  a.m.  ;  it  lasted 
for  about  five  minutes.  Much  damage  was 
done  to  houses,  some  having  their  walls  shaken 
down,  while  others  escaped  with  their  pillars 
only  inclined.  The  frames  of  the  Dormitory  of 
the  Yamagata  Prefeclural  Ordinary  Middle 
School,  lately  erected,  were  completely  over- 
thrown. A  weaker  shock  was  felt  at  12.30  p.m. 
the  following  day. 

The  Emperor  and  Empress  received  in  audi- 
ence on  New  Year's  Day  H.I.H.  the  Crown 
Prince  and  other  Princes  and  Princesses  of  the 
Blood  ;  after  which  Their  Imperial  Majesties, 
attended  by  Marquis  Tokudaiji,  Grand  Cham- 


berlain ;  Viscount  Hijikata,  Minister  of  the  Im- 
perial Household;  Marquis  Nabeshima,  Grand 
Master  of  Ceremonies,  and  other  leading  officials 
in  the  Imperial  Household,  proceeded  to  the 
Homei  Hall,  and  received  the  New  Year's  visits 
of  the  Minister  of  Slate,  (he  Foreign  Repiesenta- 
lives,  officials  of  Chokunin  and  Sonin  rank  in 
various  Departments,  peers  and  their  ladies,  and 
the  Chief  Superintendents  of  the  Shinto  and  Bud- 
dhist sect.  The  guests  then  proceeded  to  the 
Aoyama  and  the  Akasaka  Palaces  to  pay  their 
respects  to  H.I.M.  the  Empress-Dowager  and 
the  Crown  Prince. 


The  New  Year  drills  of  the  Japanese  fire 
brigades  in  Yokohama  took  place  on  the  4th 
inst.  at  10  a.m.  in  front  of  the  Isezakicho  Police 
Office.  Messrs.  Nakano,  Governor;  Mitsu- 
hashi,  Secretary  ;  and  Yoshida,  Superintendent 
of  the  Kanagawa  Police,  witnessed  the  cere- 
mony. 

Yellow  fever  of  the  worst  description  has 
broken  out  in  Rio  de  Janeiro;  the  Scotch  ver- 
dict of  "not  proven,"  has  been  given  in  the 
Ardlamont  mystery  case ;  the  British  forces, 
after  inflicting  a  severe  defeat  upon  the  Mata- 
bele,  have  been  compelled  to  retreat  from  the 
Shangani  river,  during  the  retreat  the  gun- 
carriages  were  abandoned,  the  horses  having  to 
be  killed  for  food  ;  the  two  authors  of  the  Bar- 
celona theatre  outrage  have  confessed  to  their 
crime  ;  fresh  fighting  between  Protestants  and 
Catholics  is  reported  from  Uganda;  religious 
disturbances  have  broken  out  in  Muscat  be- 
tween Mussulmans  and  Armenians ;  serious 
tax  riots  are  reported  from  Sicily;  the  British 
revenue  returns  for  the  last  nine  months  show 
a  deficiency  of  two  millions;  twenty-five  vessels 
have  entered  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  ; 
serious  riots  in  Sicily  continue,  and  the  reserves 
have  been  called  out ;  the  Duke  of  York  has 
declined  the  invitation  to  visit  the  Australian 
colonies  for  domestic  reasons. 


The  Import  trade,  as  predicted  last  week,  has 
been  small,  the  New  Year  festivities  having 
been  observed  as  usual  with  the  consequent 
abstention  from  business.  A  few  Yarns  have 
been  taken,  but  Shirtings,  Piece-goods,  and 
other  fabrics  have  been  almost  entirely  neglected. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  a  few  purchases  were 
made  in  the  Metal  market,  Wire  Nails  and 
certain  makes  of  Iron  being  the  only  things 
wanted,  but  the  trade  subsided  into  inactivity 
and  for  several  days  not  a  blow  has  been  struck. 
In  the  Kerosene  market  rates  have  weakened, 
though  no  quotable  change  in  values  can  be 
made.  Very  few  actual  transactions  have  taken 
place,  and  no  fresh  arrivals  have  come  in.  The 
Sugar  market  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  slightly 
higher  rates  have  been  obtained  for  Browns  of 
certain  grades  ;  Whites  have  also  been  sold  to 
some  extent,  and  the  demand  continues.  A 
large  business  has  at  length  been  done  in  Silk, 
the  settlements  for  the  week  amounting  to  2,300 
picuTs,  including  a  small  direct  shipment.  This 
business  was  almost  entirely  for  the  New  York 
trade,  the  demand  for  Furope  being  still  non- 
existent. The  prices  paid  were  advanced  for 
the  Silk  bought  for  America,  and  holders  of 
parcels  suitable  for  Europe  now  ask  more 
money  for  their  fibre,  many  even  not  caring  to 
sell  at  quotations,  which  have  been  put  up  for 
all  descriptions.  Waste  Silk  was  also  fairly 
brisk  for  a  few  days,  and  about  a  thousand 
piculs  were  weighed  in,  but  the  week  ended 
with  no  business,  and  the  stock  is  not  much 
reduced.  The  Tea  trade  is  about  finished,  and 
no  transactions  in  leaf  are  reported  since  the 
new  year.  Exchange  has  further  declined,  but 
is  reported  as  fairly  steady  at  rates. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 

The  dissolution  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives 
has  been  the  principal  topic  of  discussion  in 
the  vernacular  press  during  the  present  week. 
The  comments  of  the  papers  on  this  subject 
having  already  been  for  the  most  part  noticed 
separately  in  our  columns,  it  remains  only  to 
refer  to  articles  that  have  appeared  since  then. 
The  Chu-o  Shimbun,  organ  of  the  National 
Unionist  Party,  fails  to  understand  the  reason 
why  the  Government  advised  the  Emperor  to 
dissolve  the  House  of  Representatives.  Some 
people  state  that  the  step  was  taken  on  account 
of  the  proposed  Representation  with  reference 
to  strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties,  but  our 
contemporary  thinks  that  strict  enforcement  of 
the  treaties  is  only  a  proper  measure  for  any 
Government,    and    that    it  cannot  become  a 
ground  for  dissolving  the  Diet.    The  Cabinet, 
however,  may  have  had  some  special  reason 
to  dread   the  passing   of    such    a  Represen- 
tation.   Indeed,  the   Chu-o  pretends  to  infer 
from  a  report  about  Mr.  Mutsu's  indisposi- 
tion, that  the  Ministers  were  possibly  under  the 
influence  of  unreasonable  alarm  and  conster- 
nation when  they  advised  the  measure  to  His 
Majesty.  According  to  another  theory,  the  Mini- 
stry were  seriously  apprehensive  lest  they  might 
suffer  the  humiliating  defeat  on   the  Budget 
and,  in  order  to  escape  that  fate,  they  thought 
it  better  to  dissolve  the  Diet  on  the  subject 
of  treaty  enforcement.    "  At  all  events,"  con- 
cludes our  contemporary,  "  the  reason  of  the 
dissolution  remains  unknown,  and  pending  an 
open  declaration  from  the  Cabinet  on  the  sub- 
ject, we  are  constrained  to  defer  any  expression 
of  our  own  views." 


interference  in  elections.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Government  is  also  blamed  for  having  dis- 
solved the  Diet  without  letting  the  six  factions 
have  their  say  on  the  question  of  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  treaties.  As  to  the  movement  on 
this  subject,  the  Jiyu  is  convinced  that  it  is 
simply  a  passing  cloud,  the  last  flicker  of  light  of 
anti-foreign  conservatism  in  the  country. 


*  * 


*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun,  in  a  series  of  articles 
not  yet  concluded,  lays  the  charge  of  having 
brought  about  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  six  factions  united  for  the 
purpose  of   indiscriminate  opposition  to  the 
Government,  namely  the  Kaishin-to,  the  Koku- 
mitt  Kyokai,  the  Domei  Club,  the  Doshi  Club 
the  Seimu  Chosa-jo,  and  the  Dai  Nippon  Kyo 
kai     The  politicians  of  the  Kaishin  to  and  the 
Domei  Club  knew  very  well  that  it  would  not 
he  convenient  for  them  to  move  in  concert  with 
the  National  Unionists  on  the  Budget  and  the 
various  questions  intimately  connected  with  it, 
such,  for  instance,  as  administrative  reforms  and 
reduction  of  public  expenses.    Consequently,  in 
order  to  avoid  such  an  awkward  necessity,  they 
concentrated  their  energies  on  the  three  questions 
of  official  discipline,  the  Chishimaca.se,  and  treaty 
enforcement.    Were  these  questions  worthy  of 
the  importance  attached  to  them  by  the  com- 
bined forces  of  the  six  factions?  Decidedly 
not  is  the  answer  given  by  the  Jiyu,  which  then 
proceeds  to  consider  each  of  the  questions  in 
turn  its  conclusious  being,  first,  that  the  com- 
plaint about  official  discipline  turned  upon  the 
conduct  of  a  Minister  and  a  Vice-Minister  of 
State  and  possessed  no  vital  importance ;  second- 
ly that  with  regard  to  the  Chishima- Ravenna 
business  the  Government  simply  followed  the 
precedents  ruling  such  cases,  and  that  to  attack 
the  Cabinet  on  such  a  subject  was  harsh  and 
unjust;  and  finally,  that  liberal  interpretation 
of    the    treaty   stipulations  is  an  evil  existing 
for  many   years  which  can    not  properly  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  present  Cabinet. 
Moreover,  many  of  the  abuses  complained  of  are, 
in  the  Jiyus  opinion,  attributable,  not  to  loose- 
ness in  enforcing  existing  treaties  but  to  the  fact 
that  they  remain  unrevised.    Thus  not  one  of 
these  three  questions  was  important  enough  to 
be  made  a  pretext  for  a  decisive  collision  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Diet.    The  Jiyu 
greatly  regrets  that  the  senseless  noise  made  on 
these  subjects  by  the  Kaishin-to  and  the  Domei 
Club  in  concert  with  the  Kokumin  Kyokai  and 
other  factions,  gave  the  Cabinet  a  good  pretext 
for  dissolving  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
that  the  Government  was  thereby  enabled  to  es- 
cape a  humiliating  defeat  on  the  Budget.  The 
Kaishin-to   and   the  Domei  Club  are  severely 
ciiticised    for   having   joined   hands   with  the 
National   Unionists,    the   offspring  of  official 


The  question  of  strict  enforcement  of  the 
treaties  continues  to  attract  much  journalistic 
attention.    True  to  its  promise,  the  Nippon,  on 
the  expiration  of  its  sentence  of  suspension,  re- 
sumed the  advocacy  of  the  cause  with  redoubled 
energy  and  recklessness.     Public  opinion,  it 
stated,  is  indisputably  in  favour  of  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  treaties,  and  on  that  circumstance  the 
country  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated.  Public 
opinion  may  not  be  either  profound  or  far-seeing, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  the  majority  of  the  na- 
tion wish  to  have  the  treaties  carried  out  rigidly, 
and  that  their  wish  can  never  be  ignored  now 
that  a  constitutional  system  of  Government  is 
in  operation.     Our  contemporary  then  goes 
on  to  make  gross  misrepresentations  about  the 
Government's  position  on  this  subject,  charging 
the   Ministers   with   despotism   at  home  and 
cowardice  abroad.  "  If  those  advocating  a  weak 
foreign  policy,"  declares  the  Nippon,  "  were 
actuated  by  motives  of  genuine  patriotism,  their 
opinion  might  be  allowed  to  have  some  weight. 
But  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  are  really 
actuated  by  such  motives.    It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  deeds  reveal  motives  more  truly  than 
words.  How  can  the  opinion  of  such  men  carry 
any  weight,  when,  on  the  one  hand,  like  devils 
they  rule  the  people  with  despotic  hand  and 
deprive  them  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  while, 
on  the  other,  they  extend  all  sorts  of  favours 
and  kindnesses  to  foreigners."    The  article  is 
altogether  incendiary  in  its  tendency,  and  the 
Nippon  has  happily  been  again  placed  under 
the  ban  of  suspension. 


charges  without  due  consideration  of  the  nature 
of  the  evidence  adduced  against  them.  The 
Jiji  doubtless  had  the  famous  Soma  case  in 
its  mind  when  it  wrote  thus.  It  does  not  say 
that  the  Japanese  Judges  are  incompetent ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  has  no  doubt  that  they  are  men 
of  education  and  experience.  Hence  it  seems 
to  believe  that  if  their  attention  is  called  to  this 
circumstance,  the  evil  will  be  certainly  remedied. 
* 


The  coming   general  elections — which  are 
expected  to  take  place  in  the   latter  part  of 
February — begin  to  attract  journalistic  notice. 
It  is  reported  that  the  Cabinet  has  decided  to 
be  perfectly  impartial  and  neutral  between  the 
contending  parties,  but  to  take  strong  measures 
for  preventing    corruption    and    other  illegal 
methods    of    securing    votes,   as   well  as  for 
suppressing    opinions    and    conduct  antagon- 
istic to  the  enlightened  and  progressive  policy 
alluded    to     in    the    recent     Imperial  mes- 
sage.    The  Kokkai,  among  other  papers,  is 
glad   that   the  Government    has   resolved  to 
deal    strongly    with    infractions    of   the  Law 
of    Election.     Our    contemporary,  however, 
hesitates  to  approve  the  Ministry's  alleged  re- 
solution to  adopt  strong  measures  against  a 
certain  class  of  persons,  for  such  an  attitude 
may  easily  involve  interference   in  elections. 
There  is  no  hope  for  Count  Ito  to  obtain  a 
majority  in  the  new  House  of  Representatives, 
so  he  is  advised  by  the  Kokkai  to  be  perfectly 
fair  and  neutral  in  the  coming  struggle. 


*  * 


As  usual,  the  opening  issues  of  the  metro- 
politan papers  for  the  New  Year  came  out  with 
presents  to  their  subscribers,  mostly  in  the  form 
of  lithographic  reproductions  of  pictures  by 
famous  artists  and  autographic  writings  by  cele- 
brated statesmen. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


The    Piogiessionist    organs    have  niiherto 
maintained  an  attitude  of  silent  approval  on 
the  subject  of  treaty  enforcement.    During  the 
present  week,  however,  the  Mainichi  Skimbun 
has  published  an  article  in  which  it  protests 
against  the  injustice  of  classifying  all  the  sup- 
porters of  the  present  movement  in  the  same 
category  with    slaves    of   the    old  jd-i  spirit. 
"  Strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties,"  it  observes, 
"  is  now  demanded  by  the  public  opinion  of  the 
country.    Apart  from  a  small  number  of  men 
intoxicated    with    Western    ideas,    and  also 
men  who  observe  nothing  beyonnd  their  own 
selfish   interests,    nobody   can   see   the  treaty 
rights  of  the  country  trampled  upon  without 
feeling  deep   indignation.     Among  the  num- 
erous supporters  of  the  movement  for  strict  en- 
forcement, there  may  be  some  really  actuated 
by  the  barbarous  exclusive  spirit  of  former  days. 
But  a  single  dark-skinned  man  among  Euro- 
peans can  not  taint  the  whole  race,  neither  can 
the  association  of  a  few  old  conservatives  war- 
rant the  condemnation  of  the  supporters  of  the 
present  movement  as  remnants  of  the  exclu- 
sionists  of  former  times.  Count  Okuma  curbed 
the  lawless  conduct  of  some  Englishmen  in 
Kobe    and    Viscount  Enomoto   withheld  the 
privilege  of  Consular  jurisdiction  from  Portu- 
guese subjects.    These   are    instances  of  the 
strict  enforcement  of  treaty  stipulations.  Would 
it  he  correct  to  infer  that  these  two  statesmen 
were  actuated  by  the  jo-i  spirit?    If  they  too 
are  to  be  included  in  such  a  category,  we  hold 
it  an  honour  to  be  called  remnants  of  the  Ex- 
clusionists  of  bygone  times." 


THE   VERNACULAR  PRESS  ON  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 
THE    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

It  being  customary  with  most  of  the  metropoli- 
tan papers  to  begin  their  comparatively  long 
New  Year's  Holiday  before  the  old  year  closes, 
not  more  than  five  of  them  have  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  discuss  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  We  give  below  a  resume  of 
their  comments. 


*  * 


The  Jiji  Shimpo  would  not  have  been  tin 
willing  to  support  the  doctrine  of  treaty  enforce 
ment,  had  it  been  presented  in  a  shape  more 
practical  and  moderate.  But  as  it  now  stands, 
our  contemporary  cannot  approve  it.  Hie  Jtj 
observes  that  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  and  regrets  that, 
hesides  the  absurd  movement  for  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  tieaties,  another  factor  tends  to 
impede  attainment  of  the  object  of  Treaty  Re- 
j  vision,  the  proneness  of  Japanese  Judges  to 
'arraign    people  before  the  Court   on  seiious 


The  Mainichi  Shimbun  (Progressionist)  is 
not  surprised  at  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower 
House,  for  nobody,  it  says,  expected  that  the 
fifth  session  of  the  Diet  could  end  otherwise. 
However,  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  measure  has  been  taken,  as  well  as 
the  future  conduct  of  the  Cabinet,  our  con- 
temporary   can    not    but     express  regret. 
However  much  it  may  differ  in  political  opin- 
ions from  Count  Ito,  it  is  convinced  that  he 
is  a   constitutional    statesman,    truly  devoted 
to  upholding  the  Japanese  Constitution.  It 
therefore   regrets  that    the  Diet  was  not  dis- 
solved on  the  29th  ultimo  without  going  through 
the  superfluous  process  of  proroguing  it  fora 
second  time  ;  that  the  prorogation  was  ordered 
before  the  Lower  House's  views  on  the  subiects 
of  the  treaty  enforcement  and  the  Chishima 
affair  had  been  fully  expressed  ;  and  that  the 
Cabinet  has  of  late  manifested  a  tendency  to 
restrain  liberty  of  speech  and  public  meeting. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Mainichi  hopes  that 
the  Cabinet  Ministers   will    not  attempt  any, 
illegal  interference  with  the  general  elections,, 
hut  that  they  will  open  their  minds  to  the  people| 
and  endeavour  by  all  warrantable   methods  to 
obtain  a  majority  in  the  new  House  of  Ke- 
presentatives. 


The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  (philo-Progressiomst) 
does  not  profess  to  know  for  certain  the  reason^ 
why  the  House  of  Representatives  has  been 
dissolved  ;  but  it  has  little  difficulty  in  inferring, 
that  the  measure  was  recommended  to  the  fcinj 
peror    on   account  of  the   treaty-enfoi cemej 
question.    The  measure,  in  our  contemporary  ■ 
opinion,  was  proper  enough.    The  only  regie 
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is  that  the  Cabinet  showed  hesitation  ami  iricso 
Itttion  in  carrying  it  out,  Why,  asks  the  I'omiuri, 
was  not  the  Diet  dissolved  on  the  29th  ultimo  P 
Whether  the  Cabinet  and  the  Radical  Parly 
will  combine,  and  whether  the  combined  sec- 
tions of  the  Opposition  will  he  in  the  ascend 
ency  in  the  next  Diet,  no  body  at  all  conversant 
with  current  events  will,  in  our  contemporary' 
opinion,  feel  the  least  difficulty  in  predicting. 

*  * 

The  Kokumin  Shimbun  (philo-Progression 
ist)  heartily  welcomes  the  dissolution  of  the 
Lower  House  as  a  step  toward  the  regeneration 
of  politics  in  Japan,  and  as  another  approach 
to  the  day  when  clan  Government  will  be  com- 
pletely demolished.    Our  contemporary,  how 
ever,  refuses  to  approve  the  Cabinet's  method 
of  dissolving  the  Diet,  because  the  Represen 
tatives  have  been  sent  back  to  their  constitu- 
encies without  first  allowing  them  to  express 
their  views  on  the  questions  of  treaty  enforce- 
ment and  the  Chishima  case. 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  (Independent)  is  also  in- 
clined to  question  the  Cabinet's  wisdom  in  pro- 
roguing the  Diet  one  day  and  dissolving  it  the 
next.  But  as  to  the  dissolution  in  itself,  our 
contemporary  does  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it 
a  very  proper  measure.  What  course  of  policy, 
it  asks,  is  the  Cabinet  about  to  pursue  with 
reference  to  the  coming  general  elections.  Two 
courses  are  open ;  either  to  hold  itself  en- 
tirely aloof,  or  to  attempt  interference  on 
a  larger  scale  than  was  done  by  the  Matsukata 
Cabinet.  The  result  would  be  uncertain  if  the 
latter  course  were  followed.  But  if  the  former 
be  adopted,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Min- 
to  will  secure  a  large  majority.  In  that  event  the 
Government  will  be  unable  to  accomplish  its  ob- 
ject, even  though  it  resorts  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  Diet  three  or  four  times  in  rapid  succession. 
In  an  editorial  note  our  contemporary  supple- 
ments the  above  article  by  advising  the  Mini- 
sters to  avail  themselves  of  the  present  oppor- 
tunity for  giving  up  their  avowed  policy  of 
neutrality.  If  they  do  so,  if  they  go  down  to  the 
country  in  person,  and  take  the  people  into  their 
confidence,  the  Jiji  is  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  nation  will  declare  itself  for  them. 
Doubtless  a  man  like  Count  Ito  does  not  need 
to  be  told  that  dissolution  of  the  Diet  alone  will 
not  avail  much,  if  active  efforts  are  not  taken 
to  turn  the  tide  of  public  opinion  in  the  right 
direction. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  (Independent 
supporter  of  the  Cabinet)  heartily  approves  the 
dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  House,  says  our  contemporary,  disgraced 
itself  during  the  last  days  of  its  existence  by 
fractious  abuse  of  its  power  of  presenting  Ad- 
dresses to  the  Throne,  and  by  squandering  time 
over  frivolous  trifles,  putting  off  the  discussion 
of  the  Budget  and  other  important  measures 
introduced  by  the  Government.  To  crown  its 
career  of  folly,  it  attempted  to  impede  the  course 
of  the  enlightened  and  progressive  national 
policy,  by  advocating  a  foreign  policy  based  on 
dread  of  alien  races.  As  to  the  result  of  the 
coming  elections,  our  contemporary  seems  to 
think  that  the  next  House  of  Representatives 
will  probably  be  as  silly  as  its  predecessor. 
In  that  event,  the  Cabinet,  in  the  Nichi 
Nichi's  opinion,  will  not  hesitate  to  advise  the 
Emperor  to  dissolve  the  Diet  —  again  and 
again  until  a  sober-minded  House  shall  have 
been  obtained.  Many  of  the  people  now  caus- 
ing noise  in  the  political  world  do  not  repre- 
sent the  sober  section  of  the  nation,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  the  duty  of  the  "  all  talents  Cabinet  " 
to  try  and  obtain  a  House  truly  representing 
the  most  worthy  classes  of  the  people.  "In  the 
approaching  elections,  the  Government  will 
maintain  an  attitude  of  strict  neutrality  between 
the  contending  factions.  If,  after  repeated  dis- 
solutions, the  Diet  prove  incorrigible,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  thinks  it  the  Cabinet's  duty  to  protect  the 
constitution  by  resorting  even  to  a  coup  d'etat. 


THE  NEW  0.  B.  C.  FAILURE. 

A  London  telegram  of  December  6th  says :  

"The  report  of  the  advisory  Committee  of  the 


creditors  of  the  late  New  Oriental  Bank  shows 
that  the  causes  of  failure  were  costly  premises, 
unnecessary  opening  of  branches  which  did  hot 
pay,  large  investments  made  by  the  head  office 
in  dubious  securities,  heavy  advances  made  to 
customers  upon  inadequate  security,  and  losses 
resulting  from  the  fall  in  silver  and  dealings  in 
exchange.  Four  of  the  directors,  it  appears, 
borrowed  largely  from  the  bank,  and  owed, 
when  it  failed,  nearly  $80,000,  which  was 
covered  by  inadequate  security.  Mr.  Cargill 
has  since  left  the  country,  and  Mr.  Mac- 
donald  has  died,  thereby  preventing  their  bank- 
ruptcy. The  suspension  of  the  bank,  the  re- 
port adds,  is  largely  due  to  the  advances  made 
by  the  bank  to  new  companies,  and  the  total 
advances  in  all  quarters  amounted  to  one  million 
sterling,  and  the  total  deficiency  10^2.130,000, 
of  which  the  creditors  bear  one  million  and  a 
ftlf.  The  total  claims  amount  to  ^4,200,000, 
showing  a  deficiency  of  seven  shillings  and  two 
pence  in  the  pound.  The  creditors  cannot  ex- 
pect over  six  shillings  in  the  pound  more." 


UNITED 


THE   PROPOSED   NEW  TARIFF  OF  THE 
STATES. 

In  the  Tariff  Bill  prepared  by  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives—known as  the  Wilson  Tariff  Bill,  or  the 
Tariff  Bill  of  the  Democratic  Congress — the 
proposed  changes  that  have  chief  interest  for 
Japan  are  these  :— In  the  Section  of  Pulp, 
Paper,  and  Books,  we  find  that  "  the  rate  on 
•lechanically  ground  wood-pulp  and  chemical 
^ud-pulp,  unbleached  or  bleached,  is  chang- 
«2.5o  to  $7.00  per  ton  to  10  per  cent. 
On  printing  paper  unsized  the 
„ced  from  15  to  12  per  cent.,  and  on 
riming  paper  the  rate  is  reduced 
1  cent,  ad  valorem.  On  copy- 
iissue  papers  made  up  into 
changed  from  8c.  per 
r  cent,  ad  valorem  to 
e  rate  on  manu- 
iy  provided  for  is 
ent.  ad  valerom.'' 
In  the  sectionTTT^HBB^,-  ores  are  placed 
on  the  free  list,  and  the  duv  ~n  gold  and  silver 
manufactured  articles  not  specially  provided  for 
is  reduced  from  45  percent.  1035  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lerom. In  the  schedule  of  silk  and  silk  goods 
"raw  silk  dutiable  at  50c.  per  pound  under  the 
existing  tariff  law  is  made  free  by  the  new  bill. 
The  duty  on  thrown  silk  is  reduced  from  30  per 
cent,  to  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Silk  velvets 
dutiable  at  graded  compound  rates  are  rated  at 
45  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  duty  on  laces 
and  embroideries,  handkerchiefs,  neck-wear, 
ready-made  clothing,  etc.,  is  reduced  from  60 
to  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  rate  on  manu- 
factures of  silk  or  of  which  silk  is  the  component 
material  of  chief  value  not  specially  provided 
for  in  the  act  is  fixed  at  45  instead  of  50  per 
cent,  ad  valorem."  With  regard  to  cotton  goods 
the  duty  on  cotton  manufactures  not  specially- 
provided  for  is  reduced  from  40  to  35  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.  In  the  schedule  of  earths,  earth- 
enware, and  glassware,  there  is  a  reduction  of 
5  per  cent,  each  on  decorated  and  undecorated 
china.  There  are  many  additions  to  the  free 
list,  but  we  do  not  perceive  that  any  of  them 
interest  Japan  except  the  item  "  works  of  art." 


THE  PRESS 


AND  THE 


OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
HAWAIIAN  aUESTION. 

Thk  Republican  newspapers  of  the  United 
States  seem  to  view  with  extreme  disapproba- 
tion the  attitude  of  the  Administration  towards 
Hawaii.  The  New  York  Tribune,  for  example, 
sneers  at  the  notion  of  redressing  the  wrong 
done  Queen  Liliuokalani,  and  wants  to  know 
where  the  process  of  correction  is  to  stop.  "  It 
is  to  be  borne  in  mind,"  says  that  journal  "  that 
Benjamin  Harrison's  grandfather  was  the  mili- 
tary commander  who  defeated  Tecumseh  and 
his  Indians,  and  made  it  possible  to  extinguish 
the  Indian  titles.  Having  righted  one  great 
wrong  done  by  Benjamin  Harrison  himself,  it 
may  be  that  Secretary  Gresham  will  joyfully 
embrace  the  opportunity  to  right  another  per- 
petrated by  Benjamin's  grandfather.    The  res- 


toration of  their  lands  to  the  descendants  of  the 
wronged  Indians  would  be  a  noble  undertaking 
There   might  be    some    difficulty  in  finding 
genuine  descendants,  but  any  Indians  will  do. 
Here,  for  instance,  is  a  most  deserving  tribe  on 
East  Fourteenth  street,  of  which  Richard  Croker 
is  Sachem.    What  could  be  more  appropriate, 
if  Secretary  Gresham  intends  to  carry  out  his 
programme,  than  to  distribute  the  stolen  In- 
diana lands  among  the  Tammany  Indians  ?  " 
Other  papers  scout  at  the  notion  of  the  Great 
Republic    lending    its    aid    to  restore  a  mo- 
narchy.    They  find    such    a   proceeding  as- 
tounding and  anomalous.    "  It  is  almost  beyond 
belief,"  writes   one,  "  that  Secretary  Gresham 
should    lend    himself   to    such    a  despicable 
course  on  the   part  of    this    Government  as 
that  of   aiding  in   the  substitution  of  a  mo- 
narchy for  a  Republic."    "Think  of  it,"  says 
another,  "people  of  the  United  States.  Your 
Government  picking  up  a  bedraggled  and  re- 
jected dynasty,  and  forcing  Monarchy  upon  an 
unwilling  people.    If  this  is  Democratic  states- 
manship, this  Nation  doesn't  want  any  more  of 
of  it.    The  old  Monarchies  of  Europe  look 
upon  the  proposition  with  amazement.  The 
home  and  seat  of  Republican  institutions  lend- 
ing its  strength  to  the  restoration  of  royalty 
where   it  is  not    wanted  ! "     An  even  more 
serious  view  in  advanced    by  the   St.  Louis 
Globe: — "Interference  on  our  part  to  subvert 
the  Hawaiian  Government  is  virtually  an  act 
of  war.    -The  power  to  declare  war  resides 
in  Congress,  and  not  in  the  President,  and 
Congress  has  not  authorized  hostilities  against 
Hawaii.     Suppose    the    Government  of  that 
country  refuses  to  step  down  at  the  bidding 
of  our  Minister,  as  it  should  refuse,  and  as 
it  would  be  sustained  by  its  own  people  and  by 
public  sentiment  throughout  the  world  in  re- 
fusing, would  that  official  order  our  navy  sta- 
tioned at  the  Hawaiian  Capital  to  proceed  to 
put  the  Government  down  by  force  ?    The  in- 
structions of  the  Administration  appeal  to  com- 
mit him  to  this   course.    If,   on  the  Govern- 
ment's refusal  to  efface  itself,  he  should  hesi- 
tate to  use  force,  he  and  the  Administration 
would  be  the  laughing-stock  of  the  world.  And 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  on  the  Government's  re- 
fusal to  commit  hara-kiri,  he  should  use  force, 
and  blood  be  spilt,  a  wave  of  indignation  would 
sweep  over  the  United  States  which  might  lead 
to  the  President's  impeachment."    Such  is  the 
tone  of  virtually  the  whole  Republican  Press. 
* 

*  * 

But  the  Democratic  papers  support  President 
Cleveland  stoutly.  The  Chicago  Times  says  : — 
"Secretary  Gresham  is  not  a  person  to  use 
strong  language  without  proper  warrant.  When 
he  speaks  of  the  transaction  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  which,  but  for  a  change  of  Admini- 
stration in  the  United  States,  would  have  re- 
sulted in  the  annexation  of  that  remote  country, 
as  having  been  brought  about  by  force  and  fraud, 
he  speaks  within  reason.  A  crime  against  the 
native  population  of  Hawaii  was  in  contem- 
plation by  a  conscienceless  group  of  con- 
spirators who  desired  to  run  the  islands  in  the 
interests  of  themselves.  The  conservatism 
and  good  sense  of  the  Cleveland  Admini- 
stration have  put  an  end  to  the  jobbery." 
One  more  quotation  will  suffice.  We  take  it 
from  the  Montgomery  Advertiser: — The  United 
States  would  have  cut  a  sorry  figure  if  the  jingo 
business  of  Minister  Stevens  in  Hawaii  had  been 
allowed  to  stand.  .  .  .  The  Provisional 
Government  there  was  organized  solely  by 
means  of  American  marines  on  the  scene  of 
action.  With  the  active  or'passive  assent  of 
the  United  States  withdrawn,  the  people  can 
either  uphold  the  Provisional  Government  or 
allow  it  to  fall  to  pieces  as  they  may  wish.  . 

The  United  States  cannot  afford  to  take 
sides  in  a  quarrel  in  another  country,  and  hold 
a  victim  while  one  of  the  parties  at  interest 
skins  him.  Hands  off  is  the  proper  and  true 
American  doctrine." 

* 

*  ♦ 

Apart  from  the  interest  of  the  question  itself, 
these  views  are  worthy  of  consideration  as  show- 
ing how  a  problem  which  ought  to  be  debate- 
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able  oa  purely  independent  grounds  finds 
diametrically  opposite  solutions  according  to 
the  political  spectacles  of  the  solvers. 

THB  "NICHI    NICHl"   RK TALIATES. 

It  will  perhaps  be  within  the  memory  of  our 
readers  that  some  few  months  ago  the  ostensible 
Editor  and  printer  of  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shtm- 
bun   were  both  sent  to  prison  for  using  dis- 
respectful language  about  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kuroda 
Tsunahiko,  who  represents  one  of  the  metto- 
politan  districts,  and  is  at  the  same  time  one  of 
The  Secretaries  of  the  Home  Department      1  he 
Nichi  Nichi  seemed  to  have  forgotten  all  about 
the  matter  until  the  other  day,  when  Mr.  Kuroda 
supported  a  motion  brought  forward  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Kagoshima  asking  the  Government  to 
lake  some  steps  with  regard  to  the  Petition  on 
Official   Discipline  recently  presented  to  His 
Majesty     Now  had  Mr.  Kuroda  been  an  inde- 
pendent member  it   would    not   have  much 
mattered  which  way  he  voted,  but  being  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Government,  his  action,  says  our  con- 
temporary, was  a  contemptible  p.  ece  of  disloyalty. 
To  make  matters  worse,  when  Mr.  Kuroda  was 
brought  to  book  on  the  subject  in  the  Lobbies 
of  the  House,  he  excused  himself  by  alleging 
that  he  had  been  intimidated  by  the  majority. 
As  for  the  gentleman  himself,  concludes  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  he  is  like  the  tail  of  a  cat,  his 
presence  or  absence  makes  no  difference  to  the 
world     But  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
Government  to  commence  official  discipline  on 
such  a  worthless  hanger-on. 


THE   N1SH1G0R1  CASH. 

The  preliminary  examination  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  Nishigori  affair  was  recently  concluded. 
As  this  case  arose  out  of,  and  explains,  the  boma 
business  that  created  such  an  extensive  sensa- 
tion some  time  ago,  we  need  not  apologize  for 
alluding  at  some  length  to  the  report  of  the 
Judges  in  the  preliminary  examination,     i  lie 
story  constructed  by  the  Judges  out  of  the  facts 
elicited  in  the  course  of  their  examination  of 
the    prisoners    is  substantially  as  follows:— 
Nishigori  Takekiyo,  thirty-nine  years  of  age, 
a  shitoku,  and  an  art  connoiseur  by  profess.o.n, 
is  a  former  vasal  of  the  Soma  clan.    While  yet 
a  boy,  he  came  up  to  Tokyo  to  prosecute  his 
studies.    Returning  to  his  parental  home  or  a 
while,  he  again  repaired  to  the  capital.  About 
this  time  1877,  the  late  Viscount  Soma  Masa- 
tane,  began  to  show  signs  of  insanity,  and  as 
his  malady  gradually  increased,  the  stewards 
of  the  family,  Shiga  Naomicht  and  Aota  lsu- 
nazo,  with  the  permission  of  the  unfortunate 
nobleman's  father,  after  going  through  proper 
official  formalities,  had  the  patient  confined  in  a 
separate  room  of  the  family  mansion.    1  his 
happened  in  June,  i879-    He  w/s  ^erwards 
treated  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum  under  the  control 
of    the    City    Government,    and  also    at  the 
Imperial  University  Hospital  at  Hongo.  Nishi- 
gori fancied  that  his  lord  was  not  insame  but 
That  he  was  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  his  stewards,    Shiga  Nomichi,  Aota 
Tsunazo,  Ishikawa  Eisho,  and  Tomita  Fukazo, 
and  his  father's  mistress,  Nishiyama  Ryu,  who, 
as  the  prisoner  suspected,  wanted  to  have  their 
master  put  out  of  their  way  so  that  they  might 
enrich   themselves  by  stealing  his  property. 
Desiring  to  protect  his  persecuted  lord  and  to 
put  the  family  finances  in  order,  N.sh.gori,  111 
1882-1883,  made  repeated  attempts  to  see  the 
confined  nobleman,  and  failing  to  attain  his 
object  by  peaceful  methods,  he  at  one  time 
endeavoured  to  get  possession  of  the  Viscounts 
person  by    force.    He  also  harrassed  the  re- 
tainers of  the  Soma  family  by  sending  medical 
practitioners  and  demanding  the  examination 
of  the  confined   nobleman.     Succeeding  111 
none   of  these  attempts,   he    brought  before 
a  Court  of  Law,  in  December,  1883,  a  charge 
of   illegal   confinement   against   Shiga  Nao- 
michi, Ishikawa  Eisho,  and  Tomita  Fukazo. 
As  this   charge  was  not  entertained  by  the 
Court,  Nishigori   forged  a  letter  of  attorney 
in  July   1884,   and  again  brought   a  similar 
suit.    But  instead  of  obtaining  his  object,  he 
was  himself  tried  and  found  guilty  of  forgmg 


a  private  document  and  of  forcing  entry  into 
a  private  house.    He  underwent  a  sentence  of 
major  imprisonment  for  one  month  with  a  fine 
of  two  yen  and  police  surveillance  for  six  months. 
Nothing   daunted  by   these   failures,  he  be- 
came   more    desperate    in    carrying    out  his 
object.    In  January,  1887,  be  broke  into  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  the  Tokyo  Fu,  and  took 
his  former  lord  to  the  house  of  Goto  Shimpei, 
one  of  the  prisoners  in  the  present  case  about 
whom  more  will  be  said  presently,  and  after- 
wards accompanied  him.  on  a  journey  in  the 
neighbouring  prefectures.     However,  he  was 
discovered  by  the  Soma  family,  and  being  duly 
prosecuted,  was  again  sentenced  to  major  im- 
prisonment of  one  month.    At  the  house  of 
Goto  Shimpei,  Nishigori  had  obtained  from  the 
late  Viscount  Soma  a  complete  power  of  attorney, 
and  by  the  aid  of  this  new  weapon,  he  waged 
war  against  the  Soma  family,  involving  the  latte. 
in  several  complicated  civil  cases.     In  coiv 
nection  with  one  of  these  cases  the  personal 
attendance    of    the    late    Viscount    was  or- 
dered by  the  Tokyo  Court  of   Appeal.  A 
summons    was    served    on    February  19th, 
1802    and  the  date  fixed  for  attendance  was 
the  3rd  of  the  following  month.    On  the  very 
night  when  the  summons  was  served,  Viscount 
Soma  Masatane  was  suddenly  taken  ill  with  a 
kidney  complaint,  and  at  6  a.m.  on  the  22nd 
of  the  same  month  he  died  of  paralysis  of  the 
heart.    Nishigori  had  suspicions  about  the  cause 
of  death,  imagining  that  poison  had  been  ad- 
ministered by  Aota  Tsunazo,  Shiga  Naom.chi, 
Nishiyama  Rvu  and  others.  He  consequently  ap- 
plied for  an  autopsy,  but  as  the  application  was 
not  granted,  his  suspicions  became  stronger. 


As  the  Soma  Family,  entertaining  a 
ion  of  the  late  Viscount's  son  Hid- 
ed the  estate  to  Masatane's  half 
Nishigori  now  directed  his  atten 
ing  evidence  about  the  suppos 
to  considering  means  by  - 
tane's  right  of  succession 
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of  Judge  YamaguTTn  towards  the  close  of  1891, 
when  he  was  brought  before  the  Judge  on  a 
charge  of  forging  of  private  documents,  that 
being  the  third  time  that  he  was  brought  up  for 
a  similar  charge.    Acquitted  of  the  charge,  he 
paid  a  visit  to  his  benefactor  at  the  latter  s  pri- 
vate house,  in  February,  1892,  and  expressed 
his  thanks.    On  the  same  occasion  he  asked 
his  host's  opinion  as  to  which  side  was  right, 
he  himself  or  the  Soma  family,  to  which  Ya 
maguchi  replied  that,  in  his  opinion,  his  visitor 
was    right.     Encouraged  by   this  significant 
reply    Nishigori  asked  for  Yamagucln's  assist 
ance    in  the    accomplishment   of  his  object, 
and  Yamaguchi  readily  promised.     1  he  friend- 
ship   thus    fortned    was     adroitly  cultivated 
by   Nishigori,   who    about  two    months  after- 
wards paid  another  visit  to  Yamaguchi  and 
presented  him  with  an  autographic  writing  by 
Count  Higashikuze,  a  picture  and  an  autogra- 
phic  writing  by  himself.    On  the  same  occasion 
he  engraved  an  orchid  on  a  tea  tray  of  red 
sandal  wood  {sh.tan).    Some  time  afterwards, 
a  third  visit  wa,s  paid  to  Yamaguchi,  who, 
though  confined  to  bed  and  not  receiving  visitors 
gladly  saw  Nishigori  and  entertained  him  with 
saki     On  this  occasion,  Nishigori  told  his  hos- 
pitable host  that  he  was  now  collecting  evidence 
about  the  poisoning  of  the  late  Viscount  Soma, 
and  of  his  wish  to  procure  Hidetane's  succession 
to  the  family  estates.    A  few  days  afterward, 
he  again  saw  Yamaguchi,  when  the  latter  asked 
l,i,„  if  he  did  not  know  some  person  who  would 
lend  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.    Taking  the 
hint  Nishigori,  a  few  days  afterwards,  brought 
a  sum  of  2*0, en  to  Yamaguchi.    In  tin.  way 
their  friendship  grew  daily  more  intimate.  With 
Dr    Goto  Shimpei,  Nishigori's  acquaintance 
dates  from  1883,  when  he  obtained  some  advice 
in  connection  with  his  plan  of  compaign  against 
the  Soma  family.     The  acquaintance  was  re- 
newed on  Goto's  return  from  Europe  in  June 
1892     In  the  months  of  August  and  September, 


Nishigori  paid  several  visits  to  Goto  and  ac 
quainted  him  of  all  that  had  taken  place  during 
his  absence.    At  these  visits  Nishigori  success- 
fully moved  the  feelings  of  Goto  by  talking 
with  tears  in  his  eyes  of  his  repeated  failures  in 
his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  late  lord.  Goto, 
however,  did  not  at  fiist  place  any  confidence  in 
the  story  of  the  poisoning,  but  advised  Nishigori 
to  desist  from  bringing  forward  such  a  charge. 
When  he  was  informed  that  Dr.  Yamane,  Chief 
of  the  medical  staff  in  the  Metropoliian  Board 
of  Police,  also  wanted  to  hold  an  autopsy  on 
the  body  of  the  late  Viscount  Soma,  he  began 
to  entertain  some  suspicions  about  that  noble- 
man's death.    But  he  still  thought  it  unwise  to 
bring  any  charge  of  poisoning,  because  even 
though  the  charge  were  true,  it  could  not  be 
proved.    Therefore  he    advised    Nishigori  to 
concentrate  his  energies  for  the  protection  of 
the  dead  nobleman's  son  Hidetane.    He  further 
advised  him  to  take  the  boy  outof  the  Soma  man- 
sion and  conceal  him  at  some  safe  place,  where 
he  could  be  brought  up  in  the  idea  that  his 
father  had  been  poisoned  by  the  stewards  of 
the  Soma  family.    The  plan  was  to  set  up  his 
claim  to  the  Soma  estates  when  tie  should 
have  come  of  age.    Nishigori  followed  this  ad- 
vice, and    decided    to  abduct   the   boy  and 
place  him  under  the  protection  of  a  trusted  ac- 
complice, Sugeno  Torala,  who  was  then  living 
at  Osaka.    Sugeno's  wife  was  at  once  sum- 
moned to  Tokyo,  and  strong-bodied  coolies 
were  daily  sent  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Soma  mansion  by  Goto  and  Nishigori,  but  the 
place  being  vigilantly  watched,  they  could  not 
«et  hold  of  the  body.    There  being  for  the  pre- 
sent little  hope  of  accomplishing  the  desired 
object,  the  woman  spoken  of  above  was  sent 
back  to  Osaka. 

* 

About  the  middle  of  June  in  the  same  year,  1 893, 
Nishigori  held  a  consultation  with  Yamaguchi 
at  an  eel- house,  Maruki,  at  Muromachi,  Nihon- 
bashi  Ku.     Nishigori  acquainted  his  friend  of 
what  had  been  done,  in  conceit  with  Dr.  Goto, 
for  getting  hold  of  the  boy  Hidetane,  and  fur- 
ther told  him  that,  if  he  could  succeed  in  this 
plan    he  intended  to  ask  the  American  Mini- 
ster to  take  care  of  the  boy.    Judge  Yamaguchi 
warned  him  against  taking  any  violent  measure, 
but  advised  him  to  bring  a  suit  for  murder  by 
poison.    In  order  to  induce  the  Court  to  take 
up  such  a  case,  Judge  Yamaguchi  deemed  it 
necessary  to  create  beforehand  a  sensation  in 
the  Judiciary  by  sending  to  the  Court  a  docu- 
ment containing  fictitious  circumstances  about 
theSomafamily.  Judge  Yamaguchi  thoughtthat 
this  plan  might  probably  prove  successful,  be- 
cause a  similar  scheme  had  been  tried  with 
signal  success  in  connection  with  the  famous 
Kakuishi  Case.    Nishigori  was  delighted  when 
this  project  was  explained  to  him.    He  declared 
it  the  best  plan  he  could  think  of,  and  at  once 
recollected  that  he  had  then  in  his  possession 
unpublished   MSS.  which   would  answer  the 
purpose  exceedingly  well.    He  had  composed 
it  about  May,  1892,  when  he  was  residing  at 
Motozono-cho,  Koji-machi,  intending  to  con- 
tribute it  to  some   journals.    The  pamphlet 
purported   to  have  been  sent  from  a  certain 
inhabitant  of  the  other  world  under  the  norn  de 
plume  of  Rengeza-shujin  (a  man  on  the  lotus 
feat)     It  was  an  imaginary  story  about  ine 
murder  of  the  late  Viscount  Soma  Masatane, 
the  bribing  of  high  officials  and  medical  prac- 
tioners  by  the  Soma  family,   and   so  forth. 
Delighted    with    the    idea,    he   informed  his 
adviser  of  the  existence  of  these  MSS.,  say- 
ing that  he  should  modify  the  story  into  a  con- 
fession  by  orve  of  the   accomplices   111  the 
supposed  murder  tragedy.    Yamaguchi  at  once 
consented  to  this,  and  told  Nishigori  to  address 
it  to  the  President  and  the  Chief  Public  Procu- 
rator of  the  Tokyo  Local  Court  as  well  as  to 
himself,  being  the  Chief  Judge  of  preliminary 
examinations,  so  that  he  might  be  able  0  see 
the  document  when  it  should  be  sent  to  the 
Court    He  further  advised  Nishigori  to  sign 
the  document  by  the  name  of  Okada  Yasutane, 
one  of  the  retainers  of  the  Soma  family,  and 
post  it  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Soma  man- 
sion    Nishigori  took  the  MSS.  to  a  retired  hot 


Jan.  6,  I894.] 


TIIK    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


5 


spring  restaurant,  Arima  Onsen,  at  Mukojima, 
and  there  secieily  put  it  in  the  required  garb, 
He  could  not,  however,  bring  himself  to  sign 
it   by    the   name   of   Okada,    for  1 1 1  e  latter 
was  a  relative  of  his.    So  he  made  it  into 
an  anonymous  confession,  and  on  his  way  home 
from  Mukojima,  posted   it  in  the   vicinity  of 
Wadagura-hashi.     This  was  on    the   281I1  of 
-Jmje,  1893.    Such  was  the  origin  of  (he  famous 
confession  which  excited  so  much  excitement 
when  it  was  afterwards  published  by  the  Jiyu 
Skimbun.    After  posting  the  document,  Nishi- 
gori called  on  Dr.  Goto,  and  acquainting  him  of 
the  affair — probably  for  the  first  lime — explained 
the  relationship  in  which  he  stood  with  Judge 
Yamaguchi,  and  asked  him  to  appoint  a  meeting 
with  the  latter.  Nishigori  then  repaired  to  Judge 
Yamaguchi's    house,    and    asked    what  effect 
the  document  had  produced  at  the  Court,  but 
Yamaguchi  answered  that  he  had  not  yet  seen 
it.    A  few  days  afterwards  Nishigori  and  Judge 
Yamaguchi  met  at  the  eel-house  at  Nihombashi 
already  alluded  to,  when  the  latter  told  the 
former  that  a  great  sensation  had  been  caused 
in  the  Court  by  th«*  anonymous  confession.  On 
the  evening  of  either  the  8th  or  9th  of  July, 
1893,  (he  prearranged  meeting  of  Judge  Yama- 
guchi and  Dr.  Goto  took  place  at  the  ratter's 
house,  Nishigori  being  also  present.     Dr.  Goto 
talked  of  his  plan  of  carrying  Hidetane  out  of 
the  Soma  mansion,  while  Judge  Yamaguchi 
spoke  of  his  visit  to  the  late  Viscount  Soma  at 
his  mansion  while  he  was  yet  alive,  to  take  his 
evidence  in  connection  with  a  certain  law  case. 
At  the  proper  moment,  Nishigori  produced 
from  his  bosom  a  copy  of  the  anonymous  Con- 
fession and  showed  it  to  the  two  others.  Dr. 
Golo  reproved  Nishigori  for  rashness  in  pre- 
senting such  a  document,  and    talked  with 
Judge  Yamaguchi  as  to  whether  such  conduct 
did  not  constitute  an  offence  against  law.  Judge 
Yamaguchi  described  the   state  of  feeling  in 
the  Court  after  the  presentation  of  the  Con- 
fession, and  it  was  decided  by  the  three  friends 
to  make  no  more  delay  in  bringing  forward  the 
formal  charge  of  murder.    They  talked  of  (he 
course  to  be    pursued   in  the  future.  After 
having  been  liberally  entertained  by  the  host, 
the  guests  departed  at  about  n  o'clock.    As  to 
the  choice    of  legal  counsel  in   the  impend- 
ing case,  Nishigori  looked    about  for  a  man 
of   courage,   and    fixed    his    attention  upon 
Okano  Kan  with  whom  he  was  slightly  ac- 
quainted.   Okano  at  first  declined  to  accept 
the  proposal,  but  moved  by  the  zeal  of  Nishi- 
gori and  the  fictitious  story  of  the  Confession, 
and  other  things  skilfully  told  by  his  would-be 
client,  he  finally  consented  to  lake  the  matter 
into  his  hands.    The  case  was  brought  forward 
on  the  17th  of  July.    On  the  24th,  the  Tokyo 
Local  Court  decided  to  entertain  it  and  at  once 
opened  preliminary  examinations.     Many  of 
the  Judges  being  at  the  time  in  vacation,  it  was 
Judge  Yamaguchi's  turn  to  conduct  the  preli- 
minary examination.    But  as  he  knew  that  the 
facts  alleged  to  have  taken  place  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  the  late  Viscount  Soma  were  en- 
tirely false,  he  did  not  like  to  take  the  case 
under  his  own  charge.    Moreover,  his  direct 
connection   with  the  case   would   make  it  in- 
convenient for  him  to  meet  his  accomplices. 
He  therefore  declined  to  conduct  the  examina- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  his  previous  connec- 
tion with  a  case  of  forgery  in  which  Nishigori 
was  concerned  made  it  improper  for  him  to  do 
so.    He  consequently  selected  for  the  purpose 
Judge  Okada  Seikyo,  an  intimale  friend  of  his. 
Judge  Yamaguchi  soon  afterwards  look  vacation 
and  went  to  Shiobara.    After  the  institution  of 
the  murder  case,  all  correspondence  between 
the  three  accomplices   was   carried  on  under 
fictitious  names.    On  the  20th  of  August,  Nishi- 
gori and   Judge   Yamaguchi   met  at  the  eel- 
house,  Maruki,   when  the  latter  informed  the 
former  of   what   he   had   done  to  keep  him- 
self  in  the   background,    whereby    he  could 
more   effectually  aid    the  furtherance  of  their 
common   cause.    They  also   promised  not  to 
see  each  other   for  some  time,  unless  some- 
thing    extraordinary     should    lake    place  in 
the  development  of  the  case.     Meanwhile,  the 
preliminary  examination  was  making  rapid  pro- 


gress, and  Judge  Yamaguchi  managed  to  keep 
himself  in  touch  with  the  case  by  affecting  to 
assist  [udgfi  Okada  in  the  examination  of  some 
witnesses.  He  was  thus  able  from  time  to  time 
to  acquaint  Nishigori  with  the  course  of  things 
in  the  Court,  while  Nishigori,  guided  by  tins 
unique  knowledge,  skilfully  adapted  his  move 
ments  to  the  requirements  of  each  fresh  deve- 
lopment in  the  case.  He  took  active  steps  lo 
circulate  false  reports  in  the  papers  and  lo  pre- 
sent fabricated  information  lo  the  Court  either 
in  person  or  through  his  Counsel  Okada.  Thus 
fudge  Yamaguchi  and  Nishigori  worked  in 
conceit  with  each  other  to  have  the  charge  of 
murder  established  at  the  preliminary  examin- 
ations. But  in  spile  of  all  their  desperate  exer- 
tions, no  evidence  of  murder  was  forthcoming, 
and  they  began  to  despair  of  any  success. 
* 

*  * 

While  things  were  in  this  desperate  condi- 
tion, Judge  Yamaguchi  heard  from  Judge 
Okada,  who  had  charge  of  the  Soma  case,  that, 
though  sufficient  evidence  could  not  be  pro- 
cured to  institute  a  murder  case,  there  were  in 
his  opinion  grounds  to  proceed  against  the  pri- 
soners on  the  charge  of  having  illegally  confin- 
ed their  late  lord  and  thereby  hastened,  or  even 
caused,  his  death.  Judge  Yamaguchi  imme- 
diately afterwards  met  Nishigori  privately,  and 
acquainting  him  with  what  fie  had  heard  from 
Judge  Okada,  proposed  that,  instead  of  wast- 
ing energies  in  the  fruitless  task  of  seeking  to 
establish  the  murder  case,  attention  should  be 
directed  to  obtaining  the  "punishment  of  the 
Soma  retainers  on  a  charge  of  illegal  confine- 
ment leading  to  death.  Nishigori,  who  was 
then  in  ihe  depth  of  despondency,  readily  con- 
sented to  the  proposition  and  earnestly  begged 
his  friend  to  use  his  official  influence  for  the 
institution  of  the  proposed  prosecution.  This 
new  development  of  the  case  was  in  due  time 
communicated  to  Dr.  Goto.  On  the  15th  of 
October,  Nishigori,  Judge  Yamaguchi,  and  D 
Goto  held  a  secret  conference  at  the  Tanomo 
Restaurant,  Mukojima,  and  talked  together 
about  the  best  means  of  establishing  the  case  of 
illegal  confinement.  Dr.  Goto  proposed  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  filing  in 
Court  of  a  document  setting  forth  the  causes  of 
the  death  of  the  late  Viscount  Soma,  and  citing 
such  facts  as  might  prove  that  his  insanity  had 
been  caused  by  confinement  as  well  as  by  the 
nature  of  his  wife's  disease.  On  the  following 
day,  these  facts  were  reduced  to  writing  and 
posted  to  Judge  Yamaguchi  by  Dr.  Goto  unde 
a  fictitious  name.  Armed  with  this  docu- 
ment, Judge  Yamaguchi  was  able  to  pursuade 
Judge  Okada  to  recommend  the  trial  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  open  court  oh  a  charge  of 
illegal  confinement.  But  his  recommendation 
was  not  adopted  by  the  Court,  and  the  prisoners 
were  accordingly  set  at  liberty. 


Thus  ends  the  chief  part  of  the  story  in  which 
Nishigori,  Judge  Yamaguchi,  and  Dr.  Goto 
played  leading  parts.  It  remains  to  refer  briefly 
10  the  other  dramatis  persona  in  this  interest- 
ing case.  Before  doing  so,  a  few  words  more 
have  to  be  said  about  Judge  Yamaguchi.  It  is 
evident  that  his  sole  object  in  becoming  as- 
sociated with  the  affair  was  to  obtain  money, 
and  ill  that  he  was  fairly  successful,  for  besides 
ihe  loan  of  250  yen  already  alluded  to,  he 
obtained  a  large  sum  from  Nishigori  on 
various  pretences,  some  of  which  were  false  ; 
namely,  5,000  yen  on  the  2nd  013rd  of  September 
1893,  100  yen  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month, 
300  yen  on  the  5th  of  October,  1,250  yen  on 
the  19th  of  the  same  month,  and  2^oyen  on  the 
following  day.  While  thus  extolling  money 
from  Nishigori,  he  was  also  in  secret  communi- 
cation with  the  Soma  family.  His  connection 
with  the  latter  dates  from  some  time  in  February. 
1893.  Through  his  brother-in-law,  Harada 
Tsulomu,  a  Judge  ol  ihe  Toehigi  District  Court, 
he  was  able  to  convey  to  ihe  famous  Aota 
Tsunazo,  of  the  Soma  family,  a  it-quest  to  be 
helped  to  study  the  legal  aspects  of  the  Soma 
trouble.  Aota  at  once  called  on  Judge  Yama- 
guchi at  his  official  residence  and  asked  him  to 
I  lend   his    powerful    assistance    to    the  Soma 


family.  The  Judge  willingly  agreed,  and  further 
promised  to  keep  watch  over  the  movements  of 
Nishigori.  At  (he  same  time  lie  informed  his 
visitor  of  all  schemes  then  under  secret  con- 
sultation between  himself  and  Nishigori.  How- 
ever, his  monetary  operations  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  very  successful  with  the  Soma  family. 
He  received  1  50  yen  from  Aoia  Tsunazo  on  the 
24th  of  July,  1893,  by  falsely  leading  the  latter 
to  believe  that  his  master,  Viscount  Soma  Jun- 
in,  had  been  excluded,  through  his  (Yama- 
guchi's) exertions,  from  accusation  of  murder  by 
poison,  whereas,  in  [mint  of  fact,  that  nobleman's 
name  had  not  yet  appealed  iii  the  list  of  the 
accused  simply  because  the  official  procedure 
necessary  in  the  case  of  a  man  of  his  standing 
had  not  yet  been  completed.  On  the  9th  of 
August,  Yamaguchi  obtained  300  yen  from 
Aota  Tsunazo  by  previously  informing  Shiga 
Naomichi,  ex-steward  of  the  Soma  family,  of 
his  impending  arrest;  Subsequently  he  held 
several  secret  meetings  with  the  son  of  Shiga, 
ami  on  the  10th  of  September,  he  received  a 
sum  of  200  yen  from  Shiga's  son. 

* 

Koyama  Toki  had  been  an  ardent  admirer  of 
Nishigori,  who  appeared  to  her  in  the  light  of  a 
hero  sacrificing  himself  in  the  cause  of  his  late 
lord.  She  sent  him  a  present  of  500  yen  at 
some  date  not  mentioned.  Her  admiration  and 
affection  increasing,  she  finally  succeeded  in 
becoming  Nishigori's  wife  in  September  1891, 
and  she  thenceforth  assisted  him  by  supplies 
aggiegating  several  thousand  yen.  When  her 
husband  brought  forward  the  Soma  Case  in 
July,  1893,  she  knew  that  the  anonymous  con- 
fession had  been  fabricated  by  him,  but  she 
still  manifested  unflagging  zeal  in  assisting  him 

with  counsel  and  money. 

* 

»  # 

The   Barrister   Okano   Kwan,  counsel  for 

Nishigori  in  connection  with  the  Soma  Case, 

did  not  know  till  the  beginning  of  October, 

1893,  that  the  anonymous  confession  had  been 

composed  by  his  client  himself.    But  even  after 

this  discovery  he  continued  to  assist  Nishigori 

in  the  prosecution  of  the  infamous  campaign. 
» 

•  * 

The  last  accomplice  was  Yamada  Jubei,  a 
dealer  in  swords.  He  became  acquainted  with 
Nishigori  in  the  course  of  business  about  the 
year  1887.  Nishigori's  skill  as  a  connoisseur  and 
his  artful  address  seem  to  have  captivated  the 
dealer,  for  the  latter  became  a  sort  of  accountant 
for  his  new  friend.  He  was  first  told,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1893,  of  the  part  which  Judge  Yamaguchi 
was  playing  in  the  game,  and  at  Ihe  request  of 
Nishigori,  he  met  Judge  Yamaguchi  at  the 
Shimamura  restaurant,  Nihonbashi.  On  that 
occasion  he  made  the  Judge  a  present  of  a 
valuable  menuki.  He  also  raised  300  yen  to  be 
given  as  a  bribe  to  the  greedy  Judge.  In  seve- 
ral other  ways  he  rendered  continued  assistance 
to  Nishigori. 

* 

*  * 

The  above  are  the  prisoners  directly  con- 
cerned in  the  Nishigori  case.  But  in  the  course 
of  the  preliminary  examination,  Judge  Yama- 
guchi was  discovered  to  have  been  guilty  of 
bribery  in  an  entirely  separate  case  in  which 
Hiranuma  Senzo's  head  clerk  was  concerned. 
The  investigation  of  this  affair  led  to  false 
evidence  on  the  part  of  Hiranuma  and  also  to 
the  discovery  that  bribes  had  been  taken  by 
an  ex-jailer,  Watanabe  Naokata.  It  was  also 
found  that  Judge  Hoashi,  of  the  Neman o  Local 
Court,  had  practised  swindling  upon  Nishigori 
some  years  previously,  when  the  former  had 
been  a  Judge  of  the  Kyobashi  District  Court 
in  Tokyo.  The  prisoners  are  thus  arraigned  on 
the  following  complicated  indictments  :  — 
Nishigori  Takekiyo,  shieoku,  ai  t 

coiinoisseui ,  aged  39    Calumny. 

("Calumny,  re- 

Yamaguchi  Jim,  shizoku,  Judge  |  ceiving  bribes 
of    ihe     Tokyo    LochI    Com  l,  J  ill  the  exeicise 

aged  33   |  of  judicial  fuiic- 

|  lions,  swind- 
ling. 

G>>to  Shimpei,  heimin,  Diiecioi 
of  the  Sanitai  y  Buieau,  a^ed 
37    Calumny. 
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Okauo  Kan,  heimin,  Ban  ister,  (  Accomplice  in 

j  ,j    I  Calumny. 

Y^«»ada  lub&'he&hwa  tailoi:,  j  Accomplice  in 

aged  49   \  a    Cal,"."">-  . 

Koyaina  Toki,  heimin,  without  f  Accomplice  m 

any  occupation    I  Calumny. 

Hoashi  Seisui,  shizoku.  Judge 
of  die  Neimito  Local  Cou.i, 

aged  52   Swindling. 

Kalo  AUa,  heimin,  keeper  of  a 

lea  lio.ise,  aged  37    Pe.jmy. 

Hiranuma  Senzo,  heimin,  silk  mer- 
chant and  banker,  aged  58  ...  Pe.ju.y. 
Waianabe  Naokala,  heimin,  a 
day    labourer,   ex-jailer  aged 

*    /"Acceptance  ot 

\  be  ibes  in  the  dis- 
1  cliai  ge  of  public 
^functions. 

The  three  other  prisoners  in  the  case,  Nakada 
Taichiro  Mivagi  Mbhei,  and  Tsiida  Kanjiro, 
were  discharged  on  the  ground  of  insufficiency 
of  evidence.  


THE   ROMANCE  OF  A  NOBLEMAN. 

There  is  much  excitement  exhibited  by  the 
vernacular  papers  over  the  affairs  of  Viscount 
Matsudaira,  formerly  Lord  of  Shimabara.   I  he 
retainers  of  the   family  have    for   some  time 
watched  with  growing  concern  the  mismanage- 
ment of  their  feudal  lord's  property  by  those 
attached  to  his  household,  and  have  been  wait- 
ing their  opportunity  to  put  things  on  to  a 
more  satisfactory    footing.     The  opportunity 
arrived  a  few  days  ago  when  the  Viscount  was 
on  a  visit  to  a  spa  on  the  island  of  Shimabara. 
About  a  dozen  of  the  old  retainers  waited  for 
the  Viscount  to  return  from  his  bath,  and  under 
pretext  of  taking  him  to  visit  a  former  retainer, 
got  him  on  board  a  boat  and  rowed  off  with 
him     For  two  days  and  nights  they  dodged 
along  the  coast,  taking  circuitous  routes,  so  as 
to  avoid   detection,  and  at  last  readied  their 
master's  ancestral  seat.    Meanwhile,  the  officers 
of  the  Viscounts  household  had  been  search- 
ing everywhere  for  their  lost  master,  but  to  no 
purpose.     At  last  a  telegram  reached  them 
that  he  was  safe,  and  had  arrived  at  home, 
upon  which  they  made  all  speed  to  congratu- 
late him  on  the  successful  termination  ot  his 
adventures.     But    to    their   mingled  surprise 
and  sorrow,  they  found  that  their  master  had 
in   the  meantime  been  won  over  to  the  op- 
posite party,  and  that  on  presenting  themselves 
at  the  mansion,  their  rivals,  now  installed  in 
office    refused  them  admittance.    The  heir  to 
the  estates   Viscount  Matsudaira  Tadatake,  is 
now  in  Tokyo,  and  is  reported  to  be  quite  at  a 
loss  as  to  the  course  he  ought  to  take.    The  tele- 
grams which  have  reached  him  from  Shimabara 
are  said  to  be  very  confused  and  contradictory, 
and  may  be  taken  to  indicate  that  the  kidnap- 
pers have  not  yet  succeeded  in  fully  establish- 
ing their  position.     Meanwhile,  the  affair  pro- 
mises  to  be  almost  as  full  of  interest  to  the 
general  public  as  was  the  Soma  case. 


of  tea-house  people  outside  the  theatre,  the 
samurai  gave  up  frequenting  the  play  and 
the  theatres  were  left  entirely  to  the  lower 
classes.  The  theatrical  standards  had  therefore 
to'be  lowered  in  order  to  suit  the  tastes  of  the 
patrons;  and  this,  he  said,  would  fully  account 
for  the  degeneracy  of  the  Japanese  stage.  It 
must  not  be  supposed  that  dramatic  taste  had 
always  been  at  its  present  low  ebb.  "The 
History  of  the  Courtesan  Akoya,"  was  an  old 
drama  the  style  of  which  was  fully  on  a  par  with 
the  best  compositions  emanating  from  the  Ko- 
kinshu  or  the  Manyoshu.  The  scene  in  which 
Akoya  is  put  to  torture,  not  with  the  horrible 
instruments  familiar  to  our  preconceived  notions, 
but  with  musical  instruments  such  as  the  kokyu, 
koto,  and  samisen  on  which  she  is  obliged  to 
play,  is  not  only  a  beautiful  one,  but  one  also 
that  brings  out  the  physiological  fact  that  music 
is  almost  always  a  test  of  the  mental  condition 
of  the  performer. 

*  * 

Mr.  Yamada  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the 
Chishima- Ravenna  affair,  and  argued  that  it 
was  perfectly  legitimate,  and  in  accoi dance 
with  the  Treaties,  that  the  case  should  have  been 
appealed  to  the  Shanghai  Court.  None  of  the 
other  speeches  seem  to  have  been  of  any  special 
interest.  


ELOCUTION  SOCIETY. 

Some  of  the  speeches  delivered  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Elocution  Society  held  at  the 
Koseikan  on  the  171I1  ult.  were  extremely  in- 
lerestmg  Mr.  Tsuda  Sen,  the  prominent  agri- 
culturist, one  of  the  Japanese  Commissioners  at 
the  World's  Fair,  re-echoed  the  complaint  made 
by  almost  all  Japanese  who  visited  the  Exhibi- 
tion that,  in  spite  of  the  praise  lavished  upon 
it  by  foreigners,  the  Japanese  Exhibit  was  not 
worthy  of  the  occasion.  As  an  examp  e  he 
mentioned  the  Hooden,  an  erection  which  had 
cost  6o,oooyen.  Its  construction  he  alleged, 
was  rough,  and  the  materials  used  in  it  were 
faulty  It  was  like  spreading  a  lent  over^  the 
Ginza,  and  then  comparing  it  with  the  Byo-to- 
in  of  Uii  The  whole  of  his  speech  was  in  a 
similar  strain  of  depreciation  of  the  Japanese- 
Exhibits  as  compared  with  those  of  Western 
countries. 

* 

Mr  Fukuchi  spoke  of  the  decadence  of  the 
Japanese  theatre,  which  he  traced  to  an  ordi- 
nance issued  by  theTokugawa  Regency  during 
the  period  a.d.  1716-35  forbidding  the  samurai 
to  attend  the  theatre  with  swords  Rather 
than  leave  their  beloved  swords  in  the  charge 


UNSOLD   EXHIBITS  AT  THE   WORLD'S  FAIR. 

The  Hochi  Shitnbun  writes  that  most  pi  the 
Japanese  exhibits  at  Chicago  have  failed  to  find 
purchasers,  and  that  a  very  grave  question  re- 
mains to  be  solved,  as  to  the  disposal  of  these 
unsold  exhibits.    Much  discontent  is  shown  by 
the  exhibitors,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  some  of 
them  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Diet  in  case 
they  fail  to  get  satisfaction  from  the  Noshomu- 
sho.    The  case  of  the  Kyoto  exhibitors  (more 
than  half  of  the  total  exhibits  came  from  that 
district)  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Nakayasu 
Nobusaburo,  who  is  exerting  himself  very  vigour 
ously  on  behalf  of  his  clients.    The  Govern- 
ment officials,  he  says,  lay  all  the  blame  on  the 
disturbed  stale  of  the  American  money-maikel, 
and  are  continually  preaching  to  the  exhibitors 
about  the  depreciation  of  silver.  The  real  cause, 
however, is  not  the  depreciation  of  silver,  but  the 
bungling  mismanagement  of  the  Japanese  Com- 
missioners.   The  exhibits,  he  maintains,  were 
badly  arranged  (the  Nishinjin  potteries,  for  in- 
stance, could  scarcely  be  seen  at  all)  :  and  it 
was  therefore  impossible  for  them  to  produce  a 
favourable  impression,  or  to  court  purchasers. 
And,  continues  Mr.  Nakayasu,  even  supposing 
the  silver  question  to  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  number  of  unsold  exhibits,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  thus  evade  its  responsibility.  It 
is  now  the  duty  of  the  Government  not  to.send 
round  officials  to  preach  about  high  art,  but  to 
do  something  practical  to  aid  the  manufacturers 
out  of  their  present  difficulties.    If  they  are  re- 
miss in  their  duly  now  they  will  find  it  very 
difficult  to  persuade  manufacturers  to  send  ex- 
hibits to  foreign  countries  on  future  occasions. 


THE  NAVAL   MINISTER'S  REPLY  TO  THE 
"CHISHIMA"  QUESTION. 

The  following  Reply  from  the  Minister  of  State 
for  the  Navy  to  Dr.  Hatoyama's  latest  questions 
on  the  Chishima-Raventia  affair  was  read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  29th  Dec.  :  — 

Not  content  with  the  Reply  made  on  the  6lh  of 
(he  p,esent  month  .0  the  Questions  add, essed  to 
me  on  the  28th  of  November,  Mr.  Hatoyama  and 
two  other  members  of  the  House  of  Repiesenia- 
tives  agai..  presented  questions  on  the  131I1  instant. 
The  questions  a,  e  divided  into  five  points,  and  I 
propose  to  answer  them  in  detail.  But  inasmuch 
as  the  questions  principally  turn  upon  whether  His 
Impe.ial  Majesty's  name  was  used  in  insllllllrng 
t|,e  suit  at  law  in  connection  with  the  loss  ol  the 
Chishima  Kan,  and  whether  .he  Government  in 
sln.Cted  its  counsel  to  appear  and  plead  in  the 
British  Sup- erne  Court  at  Shanghai,  I  shall  first 
make  some  general  statements  on  these  topics 

The  case  was  a  civil  suit  instituted  by  the  Co 
vemment,  under  my  di.eclion,  for  the  .ecovery 
pf  damages  suffered  by  the  Stale  and  has  ihe.e- 
fo.e,  no  political  significance  whatever.  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  unde.  stand  why,  in  disregard  of  the  cu- 
ci.mstance  that  this  question  involves  the  lights 
and  interests  of  the  county,  the  House  of  Rep.e- 


sentatives  seems  to  have  made  it  a  weapon  of 
attack  upon  the  Government  by  demanding  a 
personal  explanation  from  the  Minister  Ptesident 
of  State,  and  by  pressing  for  the  Governments 

'"lain"  responsible  for  all  matters  connected  with 
the  institution  of  the  piesent  suit.  It  was  insti- 
tuted in  pursuit  of  the  programme  left  to  me  by 
my  piedecessor  in  office.  In  instituting  it,  my 
only  object,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  slate, 
lias  been  to  asset  the  .ights  of  our  country 
and  recover  the  injury  suffeied  by  it.  In  a  civil 
suit  like  ihe  one  under  consideration,  it  was 
necessary  to  procure  the  sei  vices  of  specialists  as 
counsel,  to  whose  discretion  were  left  all  matters 
connected  with  the  conduct  of  the  case  in  the 
Coiwl.  I  am,  however,  firmly  convinced  that  the 
duty  of  control  has  never  been  neglected  over 
mailers  affecting   the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 

country;  tut  1 

With  refeieuce  to  the  alleged  useof  His  lmpei  lal 
Majesty's  name,  the  following  exp.  essions  occun  ed 
in  Ihe  questions  add.essed  me  by  Mr.  Hatoyama 
and  othe.s  under  dale  the  28th  of  November:— 

••  Ihe  Japanese  Government  seems  to  have  used  the 
name  of  His  Majesty  the  Em  per  r  as  representing  the 

plaintiff  in  the  case  What  process  was  employed 

and  what  reason  was  there  for  instituting  the  case  in  the 
name  of  the  Emperor  who  is  sacred  and  inviolable? 

This  was  one  of  the  pi  incipal  points  in  the 
o.  iginal  questions.  The  propounded  of  the  Ques- 
tions, whose  language  showed  no  lack  of  accm  acy, 
seemed  lo  believe  that  the  case  had  been  institut- 
ed in  His  Impe.ial  Majesty's  name.  But  the 
Government  did  not  use  the  Empe.  o. 's  name  in 
inst-ituting  the  case,  and  consequently  I  staled  in 
my  Reply  it  had  been  instiluled  in  the  name  of  the 
Impe.ial  Japanese  Goveiument.  I  fall  to  see 
why  the  p.oposers  of  the  former  Questions  we.e 
not  satisfied  with  that  answer.  In  the  present 
questions,  they  have  shifted  their  ground  and 
make  the  following  statements: — 

"During  the  progress  of  the  case  the  Government's 
counsel  advanced  His  Majesty's  name  as  a  reas  n  for  the 
reiection  of  certain  counter-claims  The  case  was  in- 
stituted in  the  name  of  the  Imperial  Japanese  G  vemment, 
but  in  the  curse  of  the  proceedings  the  Empemr  s name 
was  made  use  of.  Consequently  we  now  as  <  for  the  Go- 
vernment's explanation  as  to  the  reason  for  its  use  ot  the 
Emperor's  name. 

F.om  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  introducers  of 
t$ie  Questions  now  acknowledge  that  the  case  was 
instituted   in  the  name  of  (he  Impe.ial  Japanese 
Government.     They  thus   confess  that  they  were 
in   error   when  they  cha.ged   1  he  Gove,  n ment  in 
lite  o.  iginal  Questions  with  having  used  the  Em- 
pero.'s  name  in  instituting  the  case.  However, 
they  now  ask  me  about  what  took  place  1.1  the 
cou.se  of    the    proceedings.       I    am    willing  to 
teply   to  them   on  this  new  point.      Ihe  Govern- 
ment,   as  ahe.ady    staled,   left     the    conducl  of 
the    case  in   the    bauds  of   counsel,  whose  ser- 
vices were  retained,  but  it  tepeatedly  instructed 
them  to  p.oceed  in  a  manner  consistent  with  ll.eir 
capacity  as  representatives  of  the    Imperial  Japa- 
nese Gove.. .ment.      They  did  not  malte    use  of 
His  Majesty's  name,  but  alleged  thai  the  Imperial 
Japanese  Government,  being  the  Gove,  n ment  of 
His  Majesty,  instituted  the  case  as  .rep.  esentuig 
His  Majesty's  .ights,  and  they  thus  made  use  of 
the  title  of  His  Majesty,  on  the  grounds  thai  ac- 
cording to  the  p.inciples  of  law  governing  Bulish 
Cou.ts,  a  man-of-war  of  a  monarchy  is  ihe  proper- 
ty  of  the  monarch,  and  the  tight  to  recove.  dama- 
ges in  a  case  of  lo,  t  is  vested  in  the  actual  owne.  of 
the  prope.ty  damaged.   Counsel  therefore  deemed 
it  in  the  inte.ests  of  their  client  to  plead  the  bove- 
reign  rights  of  the  count,  y.    Thus  the  fad  is  that 
thetilleof   His    Majesty  the  Empe.o.   was  used, 
but  the  name  of  His  Majesly  was  neve,  used,  nor 
was  the   Emperor    himself  named  directly  as  a 
party  to   the  suit.     No    body  will  deny  th\l  the 
lapanese  Government  is  His  Majesty  s  Gove.n- 
ment    Nor  is  it  necessary  to  stale  that  the  p.  esent 
case  is  not  a  p.ivate  suit  instituted  by  a  Minister 
of  State,  for,  although  its  institution  by   the  Go- 
vernment comes  wilhi"  the  limits  of  Civil  law,  the 
Government  neve. tireless  represents  in  this  case 
Ihe  public  .ights  of  the  Stale  and  the  Sove.eign. 

Concerning  the  propriety  of  bringing  the  matter 
befote  the  B,  itish  Cou.t  of  Law,  II  must  be  staled 
that,  according  to  A,t.  VI.  of  the  T.eaty  between 
Japan  and  Great  B  itain,  all  c.v.l  disputes  be- 
tween  B.  itish  subjects  and  Japanese  a,  e  left  lo 
,|,e  decision  of  the  British  Consul,  who  IS  directed 
to  request  the  assistance  of  the  Japanese  Autho- 
.ilie*  „„|y  in  case  he  is  unable  to  settle  such 
disputes  amicably,  but  that  this  provision  has 
neve,  been  can  led  into  p.aclice.  I  he  pirlsd.cl.O.l 
eniov'ed  by  Great  B.ilain  has  been  modified  by  Ihe 
p,actice  followed  by  bthe,  T.eaty  Powers,  and 
the  B,  itish  Aiilho" itles  a,e  held  competent  only  lo 
lake  cognizance  of  cases  in  which  a  B,  itish  subject 
is  the  defendant,  the  suits  brought  against  J  a  pau- 
ese  being  held  to  come  under  the  jurisdiction  ot 
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ilie  Japanese  Authorities.  In  order  lo  carry  nut 
this  system  effectually,  England  eslwulisl'ied  « 
Suprarn*  Couil  at  Shanghai,  thus  opening  ■»  wisj 
of  appeal  against  the  Consulai  dmi in  Japan 
iiul  China,  and  invested  it  will)  juiisdiclion  hvi-i 
such  criminal  cases  ;is  might  lie  beyond  the  coin- 
pelence  of  her  Consuls.  Communication  on  this 
subject  was  made  to  0111  Government  liy  the  then 
Biitish  Minister,  Sir  Hairy  S.  Paikes,  on  ihe  8ih 
day  of  the  7th  month  of  the  1st  year  of  Ket  wo. 
I'he  following  expressions  occuried  in  Sii  Hauy 
S,  ParUes'  note  to  the  Foreign  Minister  of 
the  Bakufu : — 

"  I  lie  object  of  establishing  the  above  mentioned  Court 
lias  been  to  render  effectual  the  powers  with  which  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Authorities  are  invested,  and  thus  to 
fulfil  in  the  must  conscientious  manner  the  obligation  Her 
(Majesty  has  incurred  under  the  treaty,  namely,  that  of 
providing  fur  the  proper  trial  by  British  law  of  all  crimes 
committed  by  British  subjects  in  Japan  and  China  as  well 
as  of  adjudicating  in  civil  cases  of  all  kinds." 
Tims  ihe    Biitish  Government    established  that 
Coin  I  in  compliance   with  a  treaty  obligation  Lo 
provide  for  the  effectual  adininisti  ation  of  justice. 
In  tbe  I2lh  year  of  Meiji,  tbe  organization  of  the 
Biitisb  Consular  Com  l  at  Yokohama  was  altered, 
and  a  pi  opei  I y  qualified  Judge  was  appointed  thei  e- 
iu  ;  and  tbe  system  then  inaugurated  still  prevails 
tbeie.    This  change  in  its  organization   did  not 
affect  the  relationship  in  which   t lie  Com  I  stood 
towards  the  Supreme  Com  t  at  Shanghai,  Om 
Government,   on  receipt  of   note  concerning  the 
change,  acquainted    the   Colli  t  of  Cassation  and 
all  other  Com  Is  of  Law  of  the  fact  by  Notification 
No.  5  D  of  the  Depai  tment  of  Justice,  under  date 
of  271b  day,  1st  month,  I2lh  year  of  Meiji.  Indeed 
ihe  establishment  of  the  Biitisb  Snpieme  Com  I  at 
Shanghai  may  be  compared  to  the  decision  of  oui 
own  Government  to  invest  our  Com  I  at  Nagasaki 
with  juiisdiclion  over  criminal  cases  in  the  vaiious 
poils  of  China  and   Koiea  and  over  all  appeals 
from  the  Consular  Courts  in  those  places.  The 
object  in  both  cases  was  to  fulfil  effectually  tbe  obli- 
gations ai  ising  out  of  the  treaties.    In  the  treaties  it 
is  laid  down  as  a  geneial  piiuciple  that  civil  cases 
shall  come  wil  bin  t be  jurisdiction  of  the  Authoi  i- 
ties  of  the  country  to  which  the  defendant  belongs, 
but  no  resli  ictions  ate  made  as  to  the  locality  of 
the  Coin  ts.     In  regaid  lo  private  lights,  an  action 
instituted  by  the  Slate,  even  under  tbe  direct  com- 
mand of  t he  Sovereign  or  in  vii  tue  of  thepoweis 
delegated  by  him,  must,  as  is  the  case  with  lespect 
to  all  jural  persons  and  private  individuals,  be  sub- 
ject to  the 'public  lights  of  the  State,  or,  in  other 
woids,  to  the  snpieme  poweis  of  tbe  Soveieign, 
Therefore,  in  instituting  a  civil  case,  the  Stale  must 
act  in  the  capacity  of  a  pi  iva!e  subject,  and  not  in 
that  of  a  govei  n  ing  body .  Consequen  tly,  in  proceed- 
ing against  a  Japanese  subject,  0111  'Government 
must  go  before  one  of  the  Impei  ial  Com  ts  of  Law, 
but  in  suing  a  Biitisb  subject,  the  case  must  be  in- 
stituted in  a  pi  o per  British  Com  I  having  jurisdiction 
over  tbe  defendant.     So  in   the  present  instance, 
the  case  was  fust  instituted  in  the  Biitisb  Court  at 
Yokohama,  and  when  the  Peninsular  and  Oi  iental 
Company,  namely  the  defendants  in  tbe  case,  ap 
pealed  tn  the  British  Supreme  Court  at  Shanghai, 
0111  Govern  men  I,  though  it  did  not  receive  any  si  mi- 
nions, caused  its  counsel  lo  attend  and  plead.  In 
acting  thus,  the  Government  simply  followed  the 
comse  maiked   out   by  ihe  system  of   jm  isdiction 
established  by  mutual  consent  f 01  the  effect  ive  carry- 
ing out  of  mutual  treaty  obligations;  and  so  long  as 
the  pi  eseut  ti  ea ties  are  in  force,  such  a  step  can  not 
be  regarded  as  any  fresh  encroachment  upon  the 
national  1  igbls  of  the  Empire,  (or  the  case  in  point 
is  merely  a  civil  action,  and  can  not,  fiom  its  vei  y 
nature,  be  instituted  by  tbe  State  in  its  Soveieign 
capacity.    Some  persons  maintain  that  the  judi- 
cial provisions  in  the  existing  tieaties  lefei  only  to 
disputes   ihat   ai  ise  between   individuals.      1  hey 
ought  to  remember  that  the  State,  when  appearing 
as  a  parly  in  a  civil  case  in  ihe  capacity  of  a  jural 
person,  must,  in  all  ihings,  follow  the  same  process 
as  is  preset ibed  for  an  individual  subject.  Mine- 
over,  according  to  the  clause  1  elating  lo  civil  dis- 
putes in   Ait.  VI    of  (he  oiiginal   Dutch  version 
of  the  Treaty  between    |apau  and  Great  Biiiain, 
Englishmen  are  icfeued  to  as  Een  Byitisch  onder 
daan,  while  Japanese  are  designated   simply  as 
Een  Japanr.es,  and  not  as  Een  Japannische  onder 
daan.      Now    the   judicial    authority   at  present 
exeicised  by  the  Couits  of  eithei  country  being 
derived    from  this    provision,  it.  necessarily  fol- 
lows that  the  comse  adopted  by  the  Government 
in  the  present  instance  has  been  pioper.  Willi 
legaid  to  precedents   foi  such  a  comse  of  action, 
mention  may  be  m  ide  of  the  Imperial  Japanese 

Government  versus  Mitchel  and  Cope,  of  the  121I1 
year  of  Meiji.     I,  therefore,  replied  on  the  former 

occasion  that  the  Government  had  followed  pre- 
cedents. It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  mofound  surprise 
Ihat  Mr.  H atoyama,  a  Hogaku  Hakase  (Doctor  of 

Law),  sb  ould  ask  for  precedents  in  such  a  case. 
Fiom  what  lias  thus  far  been  explained,  I  am 


in  .1  position  to  tieClaie  positively  that  neither  in 
instituting  the  piesenl  case  mil  in  the  subsequent 
coilise  of  action,  did  the  Government  ever  inalc- 
His  Majesty  the  Kmpeioi  by  name  a  patty  to  the 
suit,  but  that  the  case  was  conducted  throughout 
in  the  name  of  the  Government,  and  although 
(  onnsel  made  use  of  lei  ins  "  Sovei  eign  "  and  "  Su- 
preme Authority  "  for  the  sake  of  argument;,  His 

Majesty's  n  a  n  1  e  w  a  s  n  e  v  e  1  used  .it  any  s  I  a  g  e  o  I  the 
progress  of  ihecase.  I  can  also  positively  declare 
that  theie  is  no  ground  to  accuse  the  Govei  11 
nient  of  having  impaii ed  the  national  rights  of  the 
Empire  by  making  a  fiesli  judicial  concession  to 
England. 

Now  that  the  present  case  has  been  instituted, 
it  is  my  i  11  tent  inn  to  puisne  ii  by  judicial  pio* 
cess,  and  I  llleiefoie  do  not  considei  that  it  would 
be  proper  for  me  to  pass  any  comment  whatever 
mi  ihe  ni.mnei  in  which  it  has  been  Conducted  by 
counsel,  since  such  a  comse  would  be  opposed  to 
the  1  elicence  necessarily  obseived  while  a  case  is 
sub  jlldice.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  gi  ealest 
cate  shall  bet  a  ken  heteafter  toexetcise  legitimate 
com  1  ol  ove  1  tile  conduct  of  I  he  case  within  the  limits 
of  my  official  functions.  Bui  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  any  legal  arguments  or  technical  polemics 
ihai  may  be  telied  0+1  in  the  com  t  by  out  counsel. 
With  legaidto  these  tuatiet  s,  fiom  the  veiynatme 
nf  the  tf  USt  reposed  in  counsel,  I  daie  not  intet  fere, 
and  it  is  not  necessaty  for  me  to  take  any  such 
responsibility  upon  myself.  My  only  object  being 
to  assert  the  rights  of  the  cottntiy,  I  am  ready  t<> 
beat  every  responsibility  ai  ising  out  of  my  official 
functions.  I  am,  however,  astonished  at  the 
attempts  made  to  bold  me  responsible  for  technical 
points  and  arguments  employed  by  om  counsel  in 
the  conduct  of  the  case  entrusted  to  their  cat  e,  and 
I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  appreciate  the  idea  of 
saciificing  to  political  ends  a  national  suit  brought 
against  foreigners. 

I  will  now  answer  each  of  the  points  laised  by 
my  intei  1  ogaters. 

First.  —  His  Imperial  Majesty's  name  was  not 
used.  Counsel  used  the  terms  "  Sovereign  "  and 
"Emperor,"  but  His  Majesty  was  never  made 
by  name  a  direct  patty  in  the  case,  neither  was 
any  judgment  obtained  under  His  Majesty's  title. 

Secondly. — Aiguments  and  statements  made 
in  a  Comt  of  Law  do  not  create  responsibility  out- 
side that  C'Uirl.  The  Government  is  not  called 
upon  loaccept  political  responsibility  foi  statements 
and  arguments  made  by  counsel  in  a  law-suit. 

Thirdly —  Tbe  Imperial  Government  versus 
Mitchel  and  Cope  of  the  121I1  year  of  Meiji  may 
be  cited  as  the  most  ptoinineut  piecedent.  The 
case  was  oiiginally  instituted  in  the  Biitisb  Court 
at  Yokohama  by  the  Imperial  Government  on  the 
261I1  of  the  1st  month,  the  nth  year  of  Meiji. 
Having  lost  the  case  at  Yokohama,  the  Govern 
menl  appealed  to  the  B'itish  Supreme  Comt  of 
Shanghai,  whose  judgment  was  given  on  the  6th 
of  the  I2th  month  of  the  141I1  year  of  Meiii.  The 
point  in  dispute  was  that  the  lot  occupied  by  the 
defendants  at  No.  95,  Settlement  had  been  extend- 
ed beyond  the  limits  slated  in  the  oiiginal  lease  ; 
and  the  Government  claimed  restoration  of  the 
lands  thus  included  which  were  loads  on  two  sides. 
The  case  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  Impeiial 
Japanese  Government '. 

Fouithly.  —  I'  goes  without  saying  that  it  is  not 
tight  lo  follow  piecedenls  without  any  regard  to 
whether  they  are  correct  or  not.  But  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  thete  was  no  comse  oilier  than  to 
follow  precedents  in  oider  to  obtain  legal  ledtess. 

Fifthly. — The  Govern  men  t  has  appealed  against 
the  decision  of  the  Biitisb  Snpieme  Comt  at 
Shanghai. 

The  above  reply  is  hereby  submitted. 
(Signed)     Count  SAIGO  TstTKU M  I C H I , 

Mmistei  of  Slate  for  the  Navy. 
Dated  the  29th   day  of  the  I2ih  month  of  tbe 
26th  year  of  Meiji. 

THE  FORRIGN  TRADE  OF  KOBE. 

"  The  French  Vice-Consul,"  says  Commerce, 
"in  summing-up  an  exhaustive  report  on  Kobe, 
says  the  statistics  show  that  ihe  countries  with 
which  that  port  has  the  most  considerable  trade 
relations — combining  exports  and  imports — are, 
in  the  first  place,  China  and  Hongkong.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  major  part  of  the  goods 
exported  lo  Hongkong  are  destined  for  ports  of 
Southern  China,  where  they  are  transported 
either  by  junks  or  by  the  numerous  steamers 
which  go  from  Hongkong  lo  Canton,  Amoy, 
Swatow,  &c.  However,  a  pari,  which  it  is 
difficult  to  estimate,  is  re-exported  from  Hong- 
kong to  Europe.  With  China  and  Hongkong 
trade  continues  to  progress.  The  proportion 
of  trade  with  the  United  States  and  France 
is  diminished.    With  England  and  Germany  the 


tendency  is  towards  an  increase  of  their  imports 
into  Kobe,  it  being  incontestable  that  the  in- 
fluence of  German  trade  is  making  itself  felt 
more  every  year  at  this  port.  Kobe  is  destined 
to  monopolise  more  than  ever  the  trade  with 
Australia  and  Biitish  India,  as  also  wilh  Bel- 
gium, Turkey,  and  Siam.  So  far,  the  business 
with  the  latter  country  has  been  insignificant. 
But  the  Japanese  appear  to  be  actively  occupy- 
ing themselves  with  the  creation  of  an  outlet 
there,  and  a  certain  number  of  articles  of  their 
make  can  find  a  market.  Trade  with  Korea, 
previously  very  important,  has  become  in- 
significant, having  been  Iransfei  red  almost  en- 
tirely to  Osaka,  which  was  formerly  the  great 
centre,  and  which  now  conducts  it  directly.  If 
the  exports  of  Kobe  be  examined,  remaiks  the 
Vice-Consul,  one  cannot  help  being  struck  by 
the  development  made  in  native  industries  of  late 
years.  These  industries  are  of  two  kinds.  First, 
those  of  purely  national  origin,  in  the  sense  that 
they  existed  in  Japan  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
foreigners,  and  have  only  had  to  be  more  or  less 
modified  to  fit  in  willi  the  new  applications  and 
satisfy  export  demands — such  as  the  manufac- 
ture of  porcelain,  lanterns,  screens,  fans,  and 
articles  of  wood,  ivory,  various  metals,  straw, 
paper,  shell — in  a  word,  curios,  properly  speak- 
ing,— as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  silk  tissues. 
The  others,  on  the  contrary,  have  no  national 
character  ;  they  are  born  of  contact  with  the 
foreigner,  of  the  imitation  of  foreign  produc- 
tions, sometimes  with  a  view  to  exclusively 
foreign  uses,  sometimes  with  the  object  of  free- 
ing the  country  from  dependence  on  foreigners 
by  producing  locally  the  new  articles  respondent 
to  acquired  tastes.  Such  are,  in  the  first  place, 
the  cotton  industry  (now  involving  millions), 
the  mat  industry,  and  that  of  matches  ;  also,  on 
a  more  modest  scale,  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
carpets,  cotton  cloths,  flannels,  vests  and  draw- 
ers, socks,  gloves,  hats,  shoes,  and  clothing  of 
all  kinds;  the  making  of  umbrellas. soaps,  cop- 
per and  brass  wire,  sulphuric  acid,  cigarettes, 
European  papers,  glass-ware,  lamps,  and 
cement.  Already  Japanese  matches  and  um- 
brellas have  almost  supplanted  the  similar  wares 
formerly  imported  from  Europe  ;  and  for  other 
articles  the  competition,  which  is  not  yet  so 
severe,  has  made  itself  felt.  As  the  Japanese 
have  cheap  labour  and  small  transport  charges 
to  bear,  the  Vice-Consul  foresees  a  formidable 
competition  seriously  menacing  foreign  traders 
in  China  in  the  near  future." 


PETROLEUM  IMPORTS. 

Statements  have  been  going  the  rounds  of  the 
press  to  the  effect  that  the  consumption  of 
American  petroleum  in  East  India  potts  is  being 
gradually  lessened  by  the  competition  of  the 
Russian  product.  We  can  contradict  (his  re- 
port, says  the  New  Fork  Shipping  List,  and 
will  add  that  the  shipments  so  far  this  year  to 
China  and  Japan  are  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  oil  industry.  Up  to  the  present  date  over 
60,000,000  gallons  have  been  exported  to  China 
and  Japan,  against  50,000,000  gallons  for  the 
same  lime  last  year,  while  the  East  Indies 
have  taken  about  32,000,000  gallons,  against 
17,418,000  gallons  a  year  ago,  and  India 
36,700,000  gallons, as  compared  wilh  16,034,900 
gallons.  The  refineries  have  been  running  on 
full  time  for  the  past  six  months  and  in  several 
instances  within  the  past  thirty  days  refiners 
have  refused  lo  accept  any  further  orders  ex- 
cept for  delivery  after  the  turn  of  the  year.  With 
the  evident  purpose  of  checking  the  demand, 
they  have  advanced  the  price  from  5.90  to  6.25 
cents,  a  rise  of  35  points  since  last  week. 


KOREAN  NOTES. 

A  correspondent,  writing  from  Soul  under  date 
December  nth,  says  : — "  The  Edict  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  rice  went  into  operation  on 
the  6th  inst.,  all  efforts  to  prevent  it  proving  in- 
effectual. Complaints  on  the  part  of  Japanese 
merchants  are  loud  and  numerous.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  condition  of  the  crops  at  the 
ports  of  Fusan  and-  Gensan,  there  is  an 
abundance  of  rice  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ihe 
capital,  and  no  just  cause  for  trying  to  enforce 
the  Edict  at  Jinsen  can  be  given.    Rice  for 
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which  a  few  weeks  ago  520  cash  was  paid  per 
measure,  was  sold  Iwo  days  ago  in  the  early 
ma.kei  for  320  cash.  The  end  is  not  yet  reached, 
though  I  should  not  be  surprised  of  before 
another  mail  leaves  the  Edict  were  revoked. 
* 

"A  ripple  of  excitement  was  caused  a  few 
weeks  ago  when  an  attempt  was  made  to 
explode  a  bomb  under  the  room  of  the  Mini- 
ster of  Finance.  Like  the  attempt  on  the 
Tai  Won  Kun,  a  year  ago,  it  was  fortunately 
unsuccessful.  Because  of  numerous  cases  of 
thieving  and  the  spirit  of  lawlessness,  the  law 
forbidding  men  to  go  on  the  streets  after  curfew 
or  the  closing  of  the  city  gates,  has  been  revived, 
and  forthe  present  at  least,  enforced  with  vigour. 
Koreans  in  the  employment  of  foreigners  are  not 
exempted,  though  the  Foreign  Office  has  issued 
passes  to  foreign  residents  by  which  servants  are 
enabled  to  go  on  errands  for  their  masters  after 
dark  This  sending  men  to  their  homes  at  half- 
past  six  in  the  evening  is  possible,  we  hope,  only 
in  Korea,  and  mav  its  day  here  be  ended  soon 


evident  that  when  we  Come  to  appraise  Japa- 
nese political  motives  some  new  and  novel 
standards  must  be  applied. 


THE  TWO  CLUBS. 

THE  Domei  Club  and  the  Doshi  Club  have 
come  together.  Their  union  is  proximately 
due  to  the  convivial  influences  of  the  season, 
They  had  been  working  on  the  same  lines  all 
through  the  fifth  session,  and  it  seems  to  have 
occurred  to  them  that  they  might  as  well  coalesce 
in  name  as  well  as  in  practice.  They  had  a 
Konshin-Kai,  or  friendly  gathering,  on  New 
Year's  Day,  when  Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku,  the 
leading  spirit  of  the  Domei  Club,  read  aloud  the 
following  declaration  :  — 

The  intercourse  between  the  Domei  and  Doshi 
Clubs  during  (he  5th  session  of  the  Diet  has  been 
founded  on  their  unanimity  of  policy  with  legaxl 
,0  the  question  of  official  discipline,  ihe  question 
of  confidence  in  tlie  President,  the  question  of  the 
Chishtma  lawsuit,  and  the  question  of  stricl  en- 
forcement of  the  Treaties;  and  u.  the  fom  th  ses- 
sion by  their  common  effo.t  to  hold  the  Cabinet 
Minis.e.s  to  .he  promises  made  by  .hem  in  con- 
sequence  of  .be  Imperial    Rescript,  the  similarity 
of  thei.  views  on  .he  subject  of  adm.n.st. aiiye  re- 
form,   and    their    identical    aims   m    respect  of 
amending  the    Budget.    The    Government  has 
now  dissolved  the  Diet.     No  reason   is  assign- 
ed    for    the    step,  and   none  is  apparent.  But 
we  have  always  appreciated  the  conduct  of  this 
clan  Government     heir  objection   to  pay  heed 
.0    the    wishes   of    the    people  or  to  obey  public 
opinion  and  their  efforts  to  usurp  the  Adm.n.stra- 
live  power  for  themselves.    The  tendency  of  the 
li,„e  is  strongly  towa.ds  complete  reform.  We, 
members  of  the  two  clubs,  will  wo.k  ...  our  com- 
mon  cause  at  the  Kene.al  elections,  and  should  we 
be   agai„    relumed,    will   ]0m    our    strength  to 
achieve  ou.  constant  aim.    By  the  great  union  of 
all  love.s  of  progress  and  libe.ly,  the  evils  of  clan 
Government  that  have  lasted  for  over  twenty  years 
shall  he  swept  away,   the  reality  of  responsible 
Cabinets  shall  he  achieved,  the  national  strength 
shall  be  developed,  the  debt  of  gratitude  that  we 
owe  our  Sovereign  shall  be  paid,  and  the  p.  ospe.  ity 
of  ihe  people  shall  be  seemed. 

* 

These  are  brave  words.*  But  truly  the  gentle- 
men of  the  two  clubs  have  a  quaint  method  of 
paying  their  "Debt  of   gratitude  to  their  So- 
vereign "    The  Emperor  has  reserved  to  him- 
self by  the  Constitution  the  right  of  appointing 
and  dismissing  his  Ministers,  and  has  just  de- 
clared   in  a  most   unequivocally   worded  Ke- 
script'that  he  will  not  suffer  any  interference 
will,  the  exercise  of  that  right.    Thereupon  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Domei  and  Doshi  Clubs  an- 
nounce that  the  great  object  of  their  lives  is  to 
deprive  His  Majesty  of  that  right  and  to  make 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  hold  office  at  the  will 
of  the  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
They  add  that  they  hope  to  accomplish  then- 
object  speedily,  and  then  they  indulge  in  the 
pretty  conceit  of   pretending   that  its  accom- 
plishment  will  be  a  method  of  paying  their 
debt   of    gratitude    to    the    Kmperor.     It  is 
not  for  us  as  Englishmen  to  lay  charges  of  dis- 
loyalty or  infidelity  at  the  door  of  politicians 
who  fight  for  party  Cabinets,  but  in  truth  we 
must  concede  to  the  Japanese  a  monopoly  of 
the  comic  pretence  that  to  denude  the  Sovereign 
of  the  power  of  appointing  and  dismissing  his 
own  Cabinets  is  the  cause  of  loyalty,     it  is 


The  Doshi  club  consists  of  the  men  who 
seceded  from  the  Jiyu-to  in  the  sequel  of  the 
Hoshi  Torn  affair,    they  numbered  14  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  originally, 
and  they  subsequently  received   an  accession 
of  3.    Thus  with    the    25    members  of  the 
Domei  Club  the  new  association  aggregates 
42    or  only  one   less  than   the   total  follow- 
ing of  the  Kaishin-to  in  the  Lower  House. 
Why  the  Domei  Club  should  continue  to  exist 
as  an  independent  party,  we  fail  to  see.  Its 
original  raison  d'etre  was  to  act  as  a  buffer  be 
tween  the   Jiyuto  and  the  Kaishin-to.  But 
since  a  final  and  fatal  collision  has  taken  place 
between  these  two,  the  Domei  Club  ought  sure- 
ly to  ally  itself  definitely  with  one  or  the  other. 
Are  we  to  understand  that  it  cannot  agree  with 
either  separately,  but  was  nevertheless  willing  to 
aoree  with  both  together  so  long  as  they  (ought 
in  the  same  ranks  against  the  Government? 
This  seems  to  be  a  species  of  political  conun- 
drum    Does  it  not,  however,  furnish  anothei 
illustration    of    the    fatuity  of  talking  of  go 
vemment  by  party   at  the   present  stage  of 
Japanese  political   development?    Where  are 
the    parties    to    govern?     Will   no    heat  of 
events  ever  suffice  to  fuse  into  a  homogeneous 
whole  some  of  the  elements  forming  the  Op- 
position ?     These  petty  parties  that  have  not 
the  resolution  to  efface  a  portion  of  their  in- 
dividuality for  the  sake  of  achieving  their  great 
purpose,  is  it  conceivable  that  after  they  have 
achieved  it  they  will   divest  themselves  of  all 
their  jealousies  and  obliterate  all  their  dividing 
lines?    Government  by  party,  forsooth,  in  a 
country  where  the  three  hundred  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  are  split  into  no 
less  that  seven  separate  associations  ! 


still  lurks  in  many  minds  a  suspicion  that  the 
tax  is  being  quietly  levied,  a  small  sum  being 
put  by  week  by  week  out  of  a  secret  tax  on  shoot- 
ing licenses.     Our  contemporary  thinks  the 
matter,  though  trivial,  should  be  enquired  into. 
But  has  the  Government  withdrawn  the  Ordi- 
nance?    We  do  not  believe  anything  of  the 
kind.    No  public  notification  of  any  such  step 
has  been  made,  and  if  the  Mainichi  Shimbun 
imagines  that  a  Government  in  Constitutional 
times  has  competence  to  issue  Ordinances  and 
then  leave  them  in  abeyance  at  will,  it  has  a 
novel  notion  of  administrative  and  legislative 
methods,    The  Game  Law  issued  by  Imperial 
Ordinance  in    1892  remains  In  force  to-day. 
The  Lower  House  passed  an  ineffectual  reso- 
lution about  it,  but  the  Lower  House  in  Japan 
is  not  invested  with  a  monopoly  of  legislative 
competence. 


Another  thing  difficult  to  understand  is  how 
these  two  coteries  can  openly  unite  for  political 
purposes  while  retaining  their  separate  organi- 
zations. The  law  distinctly  forbids  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  law 
will  be  put  into  operation  against  them.  It  is 
a  veritable  farce  to  see  all  these  little  bantlings 
strutting  about  the  political  arena,  as  ,f  each 
was  to  be  the  sole  dens  ex  machtnd,  and 
clamouring  for  the  inauguration  of  a  system 
with  the  practical  working  of  which  their  selfish 
independence  of  each  other  is  utterly  incom- 
patible.   

MK.  SANO  ON  THE  SHANGHAI  MARKET. 

A  representative  of  the  Hochi  Shimbuu  re 
centry  interviewed  Mr.  T.  Sano,  President  of 
the    Nippon    Cotton   Company,   who  recently 
returned  from  Shanghai,  and  in  the  course  of 
conversation  elicited  from  him  one  or  two  in- 
teresting observations  on  the  state  of  trade  in 
the  Chinese  Port.    What  most  struck  Mr.  Sano 
was  (i),  the  scarcity  of  currency  and  the  con- 
sequently high  and  fluctuating  rates  of  interest, 
and  (ii)  the  high  freight  charges  owing  to  in- 
sufficient methods  of  Importation,  To  obviate 
the  former  difficulty  Mr.  Sano  advocated  he 
establishment  in  Shanghai  of  a  branch  of  the 
Yokohama  Specie  Bank.    The  establishment 
of  this  Bank   would  very  much  ...crease  the 
amount  of  currency  in  the  Settlement  and  cor- 
respondingly modify  the  fluctuations  of  interest. 
It  would  also  put  the  Japanese  yen  on  a  pa. 
with  the  Mexican  dollar,  whereas  it  now  stands 
only  at  q8  per  cent,  in  Shanghai.    This  Bank, 
he  thought,  would   very   materially  assist  the 
development  of  trade  between  the  two  countries. 
With  regard  to  the  second  difficulty  Mr.  Sano 
thought  that  the  Ynsen  Kaisha  should  lower  its 
freight  charges  and  establish  a  more  frequent 
service  between  Japanese  ports  and  Shanghai. 

TAX   ON  SHOOTING  LICENSES. 

The  Mainichi  tells  us  that  although  the  Tax 
on  Shooting  Licenses  ordered  by  Imperial 
Ordinance,  No.  84  of  last  year  was  subsequent- 
ly withdrawn  by  the  Government  in  deference 
to  the  strong  protests  of  the  Lower  House,  the.e 


QUALIFICATIONS   OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHAMBER 
OF  COMMERCE. 

It  has  been  found,  says  the  Hochi,  that  the 
judgment  recently  given  by  the  Administrative 
Court  restraining  the  headmen  of  the  Koishi- 
kawa  and  Kan  da  Wards  from  imposing  the 
Business  Tax  on    such  Bank  Directors  and 
Managers  of  Mercantile  Companies  as  were 
members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  Commercial  Code, 
and  that  the  only  persons  eligible  to  become 
members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  are  per- 
sons directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  business 
on  their  own  account.    In  consequence  of  this 
ruling,  Mr.  Shibusawa,  who  has  been  President 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  several  years, 
and  many  other  prominent  business  men,  have 
been  obliged  to  resign  their  membership  of  the 
Chamber.    This  is  extremely  to  be  regretted, 
inasmuch  as  these  gentlemen  are  precisely  the 
most  capable  of  giving  a  broad  and  generous 
tone  to  the  Chamber's  deliberations.    It  seems, 
however,  that  the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
amend  the  phraseology  of  parts  of  the  Commer- 
cial Code.   


LAW  NO.  XVIII. 

The   following   Imperial    Rescript  has  been 
issued  : — 

With  the  consent  of  the  Imperial  Diet,  We  hereby 
give  Our  sanction  to  the  present  Law  relating  to  an 
Addition  to  the  Regulations  for  the  Enforcement  of  the 
Commercial  Code,  and  order  it  to  be  duly  promulgated. 
[Sign  Manual.] 
Dated  the  19th  day  of  the  I2th  month  of  the  26th 

^ColSgned  by  Count  Ito  Hirobum, 

Minister  President  of  State. 
Yoshikawa  Akimasa. 
Minister  of  Justice. 
LAW  NO.  XV. II. 
The  following  words  shall  be  added  to  Clause  2, 
Art  VI 11.  of  the  Regulations  forthe  Enforcement  ot 
the  Commercial  Code,  Law  No.  LIX  ,  of  the  23rd  year 

of  Meiji  (1890).  ...  a 

"  A  joint-stock  Company  organized  in  accordance 
with  a  Special  Law  need  not  affix  the  above  designa- 
tion." 

#  * 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  diffi- 
culty referred  to  in  our  columns  between  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  the  National  Banks 
of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  with  regard  to  the 
use  of  the  appellation  "Joint  Stock"  has  been 
solved  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all  parties 
concerned.  

SWEDISH   MISSIONS   IN  CHINA. 

The  following  is  a  retranslation  from  the  Swe- 
dish Official  Gazette  of  a  portion  of  a  despatch 
from  Mr  N.  R  OConor.  British  Minister  at 
Peking  to  his  Government,  which  Lord  Rose- 
bery  directed  the  British  Envoy  and  Minister  at 
Stockholm  to  communicate  to  the  Swedish  Go- 
vernment — "  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  men- 
tion that  it  has  been  stated  in  the  papers  that  200 
Swedish  missionaries  are  on  their  way  to  China 
of  whom  some  are,  as  far  as  I  know,  connected 
with  the  "  China  Inland  Mission.  I  have  not 
bend  of  how  many  have  arrived,  but  about  two 
months  ago,  twenty-four  young  Swedish  men 
Td  wome8.!  arrived  at  Peking.  I  believe  they 
were  quite  unacquainted  with  the  language  and 
customs  of  the  country,  and  hardly  furnished 
with  sufficient  means  to  provide  for  the  most 
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indispensable  necessaries  of  life.  After  a  short 
stay  at  Poking  lliey  continued  their  way  inland 
in  two  parties,  and,  I  am  told,  that  they  had 
adopted  much  of  ilie  style  of  the  Salvation 
Army,  so  much  at  least,  that  by  singing  hymns 
and  playing  on  all  kinds  of  stringed  instruments 
they  attracted  attention  in  the  towns  and  villa- 
ges which  they  proceeded  through.  Their  be- 
haviour lias  naturally  created  considerable  un- 
easiness among  the  different  mission  societies 
of  North  China,  and  great  fear  is  entertained 
lest  it  may  lead  to  a  repetition  of  such  outrages 
as  are  now  reported  from  Ma-cheng,  In  any 
case  it  seems  only  right  that  the  Swedish  Go- 
vernment should  be  made  aware  of  the  prevalent 
danger,  and  of  the  want  of  thought  which  people 
display  who  induce  persons  to  undertake  mis- 
sion work  in  such  dangerous  conditions.'' — N.- 
C.  Daily  News. 


THE   J1YU-TO   AND  STRICT  ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE 
TRB  ATI  ES. 

The  following  article  from  the  Jiyu  possesses 
great  interest  as  a  clear  expose  of  the  attitude 
of  the  chief  political  party  in  the  country  towards 
the  burning  question  of  the  day  : — 

Fi  0111  the  views  of  the  Jiyuto  will  1  regard  to  the 
pending  questions  of  the  time,  as  already  cleaily 
indicated  to  the  public  in  the  speeches  delivered 
the  meeting  held  in  the  Kinlti-kwan,  it  will  have 
been  understood  that  we  aie  distinctly  opposed  to 
the  Representation  on  the  subject  of  strict  enfoi  ce 
men  I  of  the  tiealies.     But  we  desire  thai  the  public 
should  not  misunderstand  die  main  reason  why 
the  Jiyu-to  is  against  the  Repi  esentatiou.  We  aie 
led  to  set  our  faces  against  it,  not  because  we  object 
to  the  principle  of  sti ict  enforcement,  or  deem  it 
unreasonable.     Strict   enforcement   itself  is  not 
bad  unieasonable.    Why  then  does  the  Jiyu  to 
oppose  it  ?  This  may  pei  haps  perplex  the  ignorant, 
but  persons  endowed  with  intelligence  will  easily 
understand  0111  meaning.    A  great  political  party 
is  possessed  of  gieat  potential  energies,  and  these 
gieat  energies  aie  called  into  action  when  such  a 
paity   inaugurates  a  great  movement.    Such  a 
gi  eat  movement  is  instigated  when  great  questions 
demand  it.    That  being  the  case,  what  question 
in  the  existing  slate  of  affairs    should  be  con- 
sidei ed  urgent  and  impoitanl  by  intelligent  and 
far-sighted  men  in  Japan  ?      The  answer    is  the 
revision  and  peifection  of  the  existing  treaties  and 
not  their  sti  ict  enfoi  cement  only.     Is  this  not  a 
matter  of  great  urgency  and  su pi  erne  impoi  tance  ? 
We  of  the  Jiyu  to  desite  to  commence  a  great 
movement  by  applying  the  great  eneigies  of  the 
whole    Japanese  people    to    this    great   woi  U  of 
the  revision  of    the  existing  treaties'.     That  is 
the  most   urgent  and   most  important  question 
of  the  present  day.     Nor  is  it  quite  correct  to 
say  that  we  desire  to  commence  it.     The  Jiyu-to 
has  already  taken  the  initiatory  steps  ill  this  most 
urgent  and  important  question.  And  not  the  Jiyu~ 
to  only.     Has  not  the  Impei  ial  Diel ,  which  1  epre 
sents  the  whole  people  of  the  countiy,  aheady 
commenced  this  most  urgent  and  impoi  taut  woi  It. 
Why  do  we  say  so  ?    Did  not  the  4th  Diet  present 
an  Address  to  the  Throne  praying  for  revision  of 
the  tiealies.    The  Rubicon  is  crossed.    Return  is 
impossible.     The  Imperial  Diel  has  aheady  com 
menced    the    woik    of  treaty  revision.    At  this 
juncture,  there  can  be  no  time  for  presenting  z 
Representation  on  the  subject  of  strict  enfoice 
ment   of    the    treaties.    Treaty  revision  cleaily 
implies,  in  one  sense,  strict  enfoi  cement.    In  olhei 
words,  is   it  not  the  great  object  of  the  Diet  to 
conclude  and  strictly  enforce  new  treaties  011 
truly  equal   footing  by  putting  an   end   to  and 
finally  1  emoving  all  the  indignities  and  encroach 
nients  that  have  resulted  fiom  the  existing  ini 
pei  feet  treaties  during  more  than  30  years  past 
If  the  Diet,  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  ah  eady 
commenced  the  work  of  treaty  revision  in  deference 
to  that  great  object,  on  the  other  suddenly  presents 
a  Repi  esentatiou  to   the  Government   calling  fo 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  existing  treaties 
what  becomes  of  the  spii  it  of  the  Address  to  the 
Thione  voted  by  the  last  Diet?     Such  procedui 
would  amount  simply  to  suicide  on  the  pait  of  the 
Diet.    This  is  the  reason  why  we  of  the  fiyu-to 
oppose  the  Representation  1  elating  to  strict  en 
forcement  of  the  existing  treaties,  for  such  a  R 
presentation  could  only  be  constiued  to  mean 
that  the  country  is  content  to  strictly  enforce  the 
existing  treaties,  counting  their   revision  a  task 
beyond  the  national  strength.    We  consider  the 
proposed  Representation  only  serves  to  display 
more  and  more  the  ignorance  of  the  Diet.  No- 
thing is  impossible,  if  it  be  essayed  with  unfaltering 
decision.     If  any  one  asserts  that  treaty  revision  is 
beyond  the  ability  of  the  Japanese  people  though 
they  put  forth  their  utmost  endeavours  to  compass 


11,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  denouncing  such  a 
person  as  COW  11  dl y  a nd  spilllless,  not  rv.-n  Capable 

of  sti  idly  an  forcing  the  existing  treaties.  If  the 
Imperial  Diet,  having  aheady  commenced  the 
woih  of  tie.tty  revision,  neverthalesv  be'foid  tin 
lapse  of  one  year  considers  that  the  time  has  come 
to  piesenl  a  Repi  esentatiou  regarding  slncl  en 
foi  cement  of  the  existing  treaties,  its  action  is  no 
hettei  than  would  be  a  dank  admission  of  cow 
ardice  and  spiritfeSsness  on  the  pari  of  oin 
countrymen.  Hence  it  is  that  we  of  the  Jiyu  to 
opposes  the  Repi  esentatiou.     Summing   ui>  the 

main     reasons      of     our     opposing      the  Repre 

seniation  for  sti  ict  enforcement  of  the  exist- 
ing tiealies,  they  aie  these:  —  We  firmly  be- 
lieve that  revision  of  the  existing  tiealies  will  be 
accomplished,  and  since  we  have  set  oui  hands  to 
this  gieat  movement,  this  most  urgent  and  im- 
portant woi  It,  making  il  our  pi  hue  object  and  the 
eai  nest  desil  e  of  our  beai  t,  ihei  e  is  no  room  to  day 
to  adopt  such  a  self  stultifying  and  contradictory 
course  as  the  presentation  of  a  Repi  esentatiou  foi 
sliict  enfoi  cement  of  the  existing  treaties.  We 
lo  not  condemn  sti  ict  enfoi  cement  in  itself,  nor  do 
think  it  unreasonable.    But  we  affiini  that 


a 

gieat  political  pally  which  breathes  the  almos 
phei  e  of  prog ress  and  reform  cannot  afford  to  dis- 
cuss, or  see  any  necessity  foi  entei  laining,  a 
measuie  so  consei  vative  and  spiiitless  as  a  memo- 
ial  for  strict  enforcement  of  the  existing  treaties. 


distant  6.J  miles.  Tsuiigniing  Hank  Buoy. — A 
six-foot  conical  red  Buoy,  sui  mutinied  by  a 
black  spherical  cage,  moored  off  the  south- 
eastern elbow  of  the  Tsungming  bank,  to  maik 

the  Starboard  side  Of  the  channel,  entering,  with 
the  "  High  Dark  Tree  "  on  the  south- western 
shore  of  Tsungming  hearing  N.  44i°  E.,  true, 
distant  4  miles.  Note. —  The  northern  shore  of 
Bush  Island  is  washing  away,  and  the  Tsung- 
ming Bank  is  extending  to  the  southward  and 
eastward.  Vessels  entering  should,  on  passing 
the  Tsungming  Bank  Buoy,  steer  for  the  west- 
ern end  of  Bush  Island  and  round  it  at  about 
2  cables. 


FIRE   ON  THE  BLUFF. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  E.  Rogers,  No.  10,  Bluff, 
owned  by  and  lately  in  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Theodore  Morris,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire 
on  Wednesday  evening,  between  the  hours  of 
six  and  eight.  Quite  recently  a  wing  had  been 
added  to  the  house,  and  it  was  in  the  bath-room 
situated  at  the  top  of  the  outer  staircase  to  these 
new  rooms  that  the  fire  is  supposed  to  have 
originated.  The  flames  spread  with  remarkable 
rapidity,  being  fanned  by  a  light  breeze,  and 
soon  the  whole  house  was  enveloped,  salvage 
operations  being  speedily  put  an  end  to.  The 
police  and  Bluff  fire  brigade  quickly  put  in  an 
appearance,  while  Supt.  Kipling  was  also  on 
the  spot.  Nothing  could  be  done,  however,  to 
stay  the  progress  of  the  fire,  water  being  practi- 
cally unobtainable.  The  houses  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road  were  in  considerable  danger 
for  some  time,  owing  to  the  showers  of  sparks 
and  burning  material  which  lodged  upon  their 
roofs,  but  fortunately  the  air's  comparative  still- 
ness was  in  their  favour.  By  half-past  seven 
danger  was  over,  the  house  by  that  time 
being  a  complete  ruin.  Much  sympathy  is  felt 
for  Mr.  Rogers,  who,  we  believe,  had  but  re- 
cently moved  into  the  house.  The  property  and 
furniture  were  insured.  Mr.  Morris  had  $4.^00 
on  the  house,  insured  in  the  Hongkong  Com- 
pany, and  $1,200  on  the  furniture,  in  the  Phoenix 
Company  ;  while  Mr.  Rogers  had  $4,000  on  his 
own  effects,  also  in  the  Phoenix.  A  word  of 
praise  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Ikariyama,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Bluff  Police,  for  the  ex- 
cellent way  in  which  he  organised  his  men  and 
fire  brigades. 


NOTICE  TO  MARINERS. 

The  following  notice  to  Mariners  in  reference 
to  the  changes  in  positions  of  buoys  in  the 
North  Channel  Entrance  to  the  Yangtze,  Shang- 
hai District,  China  Sea,  has  been  issued  from 
the  Coast  Inspector's  office  of  the  Chinese  Im- 
perial Maritime  Customs: — Notice  is  hereby 
given  that  a  recent  examination  of  the  banks 
between  Drinkwater  Point  and  the  western  end 
of  Bush  Island  having  shown  that  considerable 
alterations  have  taken  place,  the  Buoys  have 
been  shifted  as  was  requisite  in  order  to  mark 
the  channel  to  the  best  advantage,  and  that 
their  present  positions  are  as  follows: — Ch'i- 
yao  Bank  Buoy. — A  six-foot  conical  red  Buoy, 
surmounted  by  a  black  spherical  cage,  moored 
off  the  south-eastern  elbow  of  Ch'i-yao  Bank,  to 
mark  the  starboard  side  of  the  channel,  enter 
ing,  with  Drinkwater  Point  Surveying  Beacon 
bearing  N.  28f°  E.,  true,  distant  2  miles 
Middle  Island  Buoy.— A  six-foot  conical  black 
Buoy,  surmounted  by  a  black  inverted  frustum 
cage,  moored  off  the  northern  elbow  of  the 
banks  which  lie  to  the  northward  of  Middle  and 
Blockhouse  Islands,  to  mark  the  port  side  of 
the  channel,  entering,  with  the  Blockhouse  Is- 
land Surveying  Beacon  bearing  S.  i2i°E.,  true, 


PBtiETRATION. 

A  gkneral  on  the  retired  list  was  called  upon 
the  other  day  by  two  graduates  of  the  Military 
College;  one  was  rather  corpulent,  with  sun- 
burnt face  and  penetrating  eyes  ;  bis  companion 
had  a  pale  complexion  and  was  evidently  of  a 
retiring  disposition.  After  some  time  spent  in 
general  conversation,  their  host,  as  if  something 
had  suddenly  occurred  to  him,  asked  the  latter 
the  length  of  a  certain  rope  used  in  the  Com- 
missariat. Though  somewhat  surprised,  the 
young  officer,  who  appeared  to  have  a  retentive 
memory,  answered  correctly.  Conversation  was 
then  resumed;  after  a  while  the  general  asked 
the  other  officer  a  question  on  a  subject  not 
directly  relating  to  his  official  duty.  He  blunt- 
ly replied  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  On 
the  general  showing  some  surprise  at  this  an- 
swer, he  added  that  he  could  not  help  being 

gnorant  of  what  he  did  not  know.  A  few  days 
after  this,  a  colonel  connected  with  the  Military 
College  called  on  the  general,  who  speaking  of 
the  two  young  officers,  said  that  he  thought  the 
one  with  the  sun  burnt  face  would  make  a  good 
staff-officer,  but  that  the  other  would,  at  best, 
be  fit  for  nothing  better  than  an  aide-de-camp. 
The  colonel  being  curious  to  learn  how,  in  so 
short  an  interview,  he  had  arrived  at  this  decision 
which  coincided  exactly  with  his  own,  the  gene- 
ral explained  that   one   knew   accurately  the 

englh  of  a  certain  rope  while  the  other  boldly 
declared  his  ignorance  of  a  thing  which  did  not 
fall  within  his  province  :  now  an  officer  who  ex- 
pected to  serve  on  the  staff  neither  could  nor 
should  be  able  to  remember  such  trifles  as 
the  length  of  a  rope  ;  the  very  fact  that  one 
knew  it,  proved  that  he  was  unfit  for  such  a 
position;  the  case  of  the  other  officer  was  very 
different;  knowing  his  own  duty  and  functions, 
he  boldly  replied  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
point  asked  him. 

THE  FIRE  AT  THE   KOREAN  LEGATION. 

The  only  portions  of  the  Korean  Legation  left 
standing  are  the  gate  and  the  naga-ya.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  inmates  of  the  Legation  were  just 
going  to  breakfast  when  flames  were  discover- 
ed, their  origin  being  a  badly  isolated  stove- 
pipe. The  conflagration  had  then  made  little 
progress,  and  its  extinction  would  doubtless 
have  been  possible  had  the  usual  resources  been 
available.  But  in  the  early  morning  of  New 
Year's  Day  the  firemen  do  not  assemble  as 
quickly  as  on  ordinary  days,  and  a  wooden 
edifice  is  soon  consumed  unless  very  prompt 
means  to  save  it  are  at  hand.  Two  hours  suf- 
ficed to  reduce  the  building  to  ashes,  but  hap- 
pily the  archives  and  the  furniture  were  got  out. 
The  offices  of  the  Legation  were  transferred 
over  the  way  to  No.  26,  Sanban-cho.  It  appears 
that  the  building  now  destroyed  had  been  oc- 
cupied for  the  purposes  of  the  Korean  Legation 
since  1888,  the  previous  location  having  been 
Reinan-zaka,  in  the  Azabu  district  of  Tokyo. 


THE  RADICALS  AND  THE  PROGRESSIONISTS. 

It  is  curious  to  see  how  the  organs  of  the  Jiyu- 
to and  the  Kaishin-lo  bandy  back  and  forth  the 
charge  of  secret  meetings  with  Count  Yamagata 
on  the  part  of  the  leaders  of  the  respective 
parties.  The  Jiyu  Shimbun,  the  Radical  organ, 
was  the  first  to  publish,  towards  the  end  of  last 
year,  reports  relating  to  secret  meetings  between 
Count  Yamagata  and  some  leaders  of  the  Pro- 
gressionist Party.  These  reports  were  positively 
denied  by  the  Kaishin-to  organs.  One  of  them, 
the  Mainichi  Shimbun,  retaliated  in  its  issue 
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Of  the  3rd  instant  by  stating  that  Count  Itagaki 
had  called  on  Count  Yamagata  at  the  lalter's 
residence  at  Mejiro,  and  that  the  Radical  leader 
proposed  the  formation  of  a  coalition  Cabinet 
with  the  President  of  the  Privy  Council.  This 
led  to  a  fresh  announcement  in  the  Jiyu 
Shimbun  of  the  following  day,  that  on  New 
Year's  Day  Messrs.  Sliimada  Saburo  and  Inu- 
kai  Ki,  of  the  Progressionist  Party,  visited 
Count  Yamagata  at  his  villa  at  Oiso.  They  are 
said  to  have  consulted  together  about  the  policy 
to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the  coming  general 
elections  and  the  mode  of  raising  funds  for 
electioneering  purposes.  There  the  game  of 
tu  quoque  rests  for  the  nonce.  What  it  all 
means  we  do  not  profess  to  interpret,  but  one 
thing  is  pretty  certain,  namely,  that  if  the  Meiji 
statesmen  are  about  to  break  up  their  coalition 
and  distribute  themselves  among  the  various 
political  associations,  Government  by  party  is 
not  far  distant.   

THE  CAUSE   OF  DISSOLUTION. 

The  Government  not  having  published,  in  ex- 
plicit terms,  any  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the 
House  of  Representatives'  dissolution,  sundry 
rumours  have  been  circulated  on  the  subject, 
among  them  the  most  confidently  asserted  being 
that  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
issued  instructions  to  the  various  Local  Autho- 
rities in  the  sense  that  the  Government's  reasons 
might  be  found  in  a  leading  article  of  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun.  This  singular  story  is  now 
emphatically  contradicted.  It  basis  appears  to 
be  the  fact  that  the  Minister  caused  copies  of 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  to  be  distributed  con- 
taining the  text  of  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  the 
Reply  given  by  the  Minister  of  State  for  the 
Navy  to  the  Question  about  the  Chishima- 
Ravenna  law-suit.  His  Excellency  said  that 
any  attentive  reader  of  these  documents  could 
easily  discern  the  cause  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
House,  but  as  to  officially  indicating  an  article 
in  that  journal,  the  statement  is  entirely  untrue. 


GAIJIN   NO  BUREI. 

These  Japanese  words  are  a  familiar  caption 
of  editorial  paragraphs  in  the  Nippon.  They 
signify  "  Rude  Behaviour  of  Foreigners."  The 
Nippon,  having  apparently  assigned  to  itself 
the  function  of  fomenting  its  readers'  dislike  of 
the  stranger  in  the  gates,  finds  such  a  heading 
convenient.  In  the  case  to  which  we  are  about 
to  allude,  the  alleged  "rude  behaviour"  is  at- 
tributed to  the  Master  of  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kapha's  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru.  Steam- 
ing through  the  Shika-no-se  straits  near  Akashi, 
at  half-past  5  o'clock  a.m.  on  the  25th  tilt., 
on  her  voyage  from  Kobe  to  Nagasaki,  she 
collided  with  and  smashed  a  Japanese  fishing 
boat.  The  Master  of  the  steamer,  however, 
proceeded  on  his  voyage  without  stopping  and 
without  paying  any  attention  to  the  boat.  This 
story  is  sent  to  the  Nippon  by  a  correspondent 
who  professes  to  have  been  on  board  the  steamer 
at  the  time,  and  who  says,  that  he  was  greatly 
shocked  by  the  occurrence.  The  odds  are  a 
hundred  to  one  that  the  tale  will  turn  out  to  be 
false,  or  that  the  facts  are  materially  miscon- 
ceived. But  it  serves  the  Nippon's  purpose. 
A  more  mischievous  paper  is  not  published  in 
the  vernacular. 


THE  CLIMATE  OF  JAPAN. 

The  popular  idea  is  that  Japan  enjoys  a  very 
fine  climate  and  it  is  common  enough  to  speak 
of  it  as  the  sanatorium  of  the  East.  As  many 
Europeans  go  there,  says  the  L.  and  C.  Express, 
any  medical  information  on  the  subject  is  desi- 
rable, and  hence  the  remarks  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Ash- 
mead,  of  New  York,  who  will  be  remembered 
as  an  old  resident.  Dr.  Ashmead  says  that  the 
meteorology  of  Japan  is  quite  peculiar,  and,  ow- 
ing probably  to  the  humidity,  foreigners,  espe- 
cially on  their  first  arrival,  are  prone  to  rheu- 
matism. The  best  preventive  is  to  do  as  the 
Japanese  do,  and  take  hot  baths  frequently. 
This  practice  apparently  accounts  for  the  ab- 
sence of  rheumatism  among  the  natives,  who 
consider  it  essential  to  their  comfort.  Hot  baths 
and  the  frequent  drinking  of  hot  tea  promote 


the  acton  of  the  skin,  and  mitigate  the  depres- 
sing influence  of  the  summer  months,  June, 
July,  and  August,  which  form  the  wet  season 
in  Japan.  In  fact,  hot  baths  and  tea  are 
favourable  to  acclimatisation.  Residence  in 
Japan  increases  the  activity  of  the  skin,  while 
it  diminishes  the  eliminating  power  of  the 
lungs  and  the  strength  of  the  heart  in  cir- 
culating the  blood.  In  fact,  a  prolonged  stay 
in  the  country  is  attended  by  a  general  relaxation 
of  the  system,  and  an  increased  susceptibility  to 
cold.  After  two  years  a  European  feels  the  neces- 
sity of  wearing  warmer  clothing  in  winter,  and 
the  climate  seems  to  have  become  harsher. 


ENGLISH   IN  THE  ORIENT. 

If  the  writers  of  English  circulars  and  advertise- 
ments were  men  of  fine  art  and  wondrous  im- 
agination, they  could  scarcely  achieve  anything 
more  admirably  laughter-provoking  than  their 
compositions,  so  many  of  which  have  been  re- 
produced by  local  journals  as  specimens  of 
"English  as  she  is  wrote."  As  accidents,  how- 
ever, these  productions  are  really  wonderful, 
and  among  them  the  following  deserves  a  high 
place  : — 

A  Rule  of  thk  Borrowing  Glass  La.mtkrn. 
1     My  shop  have  a  business  to  borrow  some  glass  lantern  with- 
out the  price,  and  to  light  in  everv  niglit  and  to  receive  its  price. 
2.    The  price  of  lighting  is  as  follows  ;  and  to  receive  firstly  its 
price  in  the  lighting. 
The   price   of    3  bushin    is    1  sen    3  rin    per   a  night. 
"      "     S  "    1    "     5   "      "     "  ' 

"     8  "2  S 

Descount         price    before   6  months. 

x,      "  1  year. 

And  in  over  one  year,  I  will  promise  to  the  gentlemen  ;  other- 
wise, the  price  of  mark  will  be  to  receive  5  Sen  per  1  leaf  and  the 
arm  glass  lantern  -will  be  to  obey  to  the  gentlemen's  hopeness. 
3    I  will  clean  the  lantern  in  every  morning  and  light  in  every 
evening. 

1.    In  every  night,  I  shall  examine  ihe  lantern  once  and  in 
the  stormy  night  with  extreme,  if  the  fire  went  out  by  ex- 
aming  man's  laxy  you  shall  receive  the  oil  from  clean  man 
of  tomorrow  morning,  because  I  give  it  to  him  already,  so 
on  afterdav  ;  though  >  ou  require  the  price  I  can't  obey  it. 
2    I  will  receive  the  lighting  price  on  before  a  month  namely  : 
a  month  is  means  30  days 
4.    I  will  obey  to  light  the  glass  lantern  witch  gentlemen  have, 
and  when  I  light  it  applive  ihe  rule  Second  and  third. 

Now,  I  wish  your  cory,  and  for  my  business,  I  made  this 
rules,  and  began  the  business  from  long  ago,  and  I  have  got  the 
trust  of  gentlemen,  and  so  several  thousands  glass  lantern, 
therefore  I  shall  work  earnestly,  at  this  time,  oh  gentlemen 
send  me  send  me. 

If  you  wish  the  lighting,  please  send  me  a  letter,  then  I  shell 
quickly  go  to  your  house,  and  speak  you ;  and  I  shall  pay  you  a 
price  of  letter  in  after. 

KWAKUUCH1  TENTO  UKEOISHO- 
No,  Fukuiomicho  Sanchome,  Yokohama. 


A  BOGUS  TELEGRAM. 

The  Shin-Choya — or  new  Choya  Shimbun — 
publishes  the  text  of  a  long  telegram  which  it 
pretends  to  believe,  and  seeks  to  make  its 
readers  believe,  was  forwarded  by  Count  Ito  to 
the  Governments  of  Europe  and  America  as 
well  as  to  leading  men  in  the  West,  with  re- 
ference to  the  movement  for  strict  enforcement 
of  the  treaties.  The  object  of  publishing  the 
telegram  is  to  represent  the  Minister  President 
as  speaking  in  very  contemptuous  terms  of  the 
folks  that  advocate  strict  enforcement  of  the 
treaties,  and  also  as  asserting  the  doctrine  that 
the  national  policy  of  Japan  has  undergone  no 
change  since  1887.  It  is,  of  course,  virtually 
out  of  the  question  that  any  such  telegram 
should  have  come  into  the  possession  of  the 
Shin-Choya,  but  apparently  the  plain  incredi- 
bility of  the  incident  does  not  affect  that  jour- 
nal's assurance.  There  will  soon  be  need  of  a 
new  definition  of  a^newspaper.  The  old  no- 
tion that  it  was  a  vehicle  for  disseminating  cor- 
rect information  and  propounding  honest  views 
is  becoming  quite  exploded. 

THE  YOKOHAMA   OIL  TANKS 

Profs.  Mano,  Tanabe,  and  Takamatsu  of  the 
Imperial  University  have  sent  their  reports  on 
the  proposed  Yokohama  oil-tanks  to  Mr.  Ki- 
mura  Tomosaburo,  Judge  of  the  Yokohama 
Local  Court,  the  matter  having  been  placed  in 
their  hands  by  him  on  receiving  the  application 
of  certain  residents  of  the  town  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  erection  of  the  tanks.  Prof.  Takamatsu,  from 
the  chemical  point  of  view,  reports  as  follows  : — 
Tank-oil  is  not  inferior  for  illumination  but  it 
is  not  free  from  danger.  It  may  become  heated 
by  a  fire  in  the  vicinity,  or  by  the  heat  of  the 
sun  so  as  to  catch  fire  and  generate  inflammable 
gases,  which,  mixing  with  the  air,  may  pro- 
duce gases  of  an  explosive  nature.  If,  in  this 
case,  a  spark  alight  on  the  mouth  of  the  tank, 


an  explosion  would  ensue.  If,  however,  a  wire 
net  be  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  tank,  the 
danger  will  be  effectively  avoided.  If  by  any 
means  oil  leaks  out,  some  part  of  it  will  find  its 
wav  to  the  sea,  even  if  a  ditch  is  dug  around 
the  tank.  Prof.  Tanabe's  report  as  hydraulic 
engineer  is  as  follows: — In  case  the  oil  catches 
fire  or  explodes,  the  structures  for  storing 
oil  may  inflict  great  loss  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  intensity  of  combustion  or  explo- 
sion not  being  uniform  ;  the  amount  of  loss 
cannot  be  ascertained  beforehand.  Again, 
the  pipes  for  conducting  oil  may  be  broken  by 
violent  motion  of  the  sea.  Professor  Mano,  as 
mechanical  engineer,  reports  as  follows: — Three 
expansion-joints  for  pipes  above  13,000ft.  in 
length  seem  to  be  somewhat  insufficient.  The 
joints  of  the  pipes  may  be  deranged  by  a  de- 
pression of  the  base  on  which  they  are  laid,  or 
by  change  of  temperature  or  by  violent  waves, 
and  thus  leakage  may  ensue.  Unless  the  points 
mentioned  be  attended  to,  there  experts  con- 
clude, they  cannot  guarantee  the  safety  of  the 
parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tanks. 

AN  ACCUSATION. 

One  of  the  charges  preferred  against  the  Go- 
vernment by  journalists  who  live  by  preferring 
charges,  is  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  dissolved  before  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  had  an 
opportunity  of  expounding  his  views  as  in- 
troducer of  the  Representation  on  the  subject 
of  the  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties.  Thai, 
say  these  critics,  was  an  arbitrary  interference 
with  the  right  of  free  speech,  as  well  as  an  un- 
fair and  one-sided  proceeding.  The  accusation 
furnishes  another  illustration  of  the  ignorance 
which  the  Government's  assailants  so  freely  dis- 
play. In  point  of  fact,  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  and 
the  other  supporters  of  the  Representation  said 
everything  they  had  to  say.  Accompanying 
each  measure  introduced  in  the  Japanese  House 
of  Representatives  there  is  a  document  called  a 
statement  of  reasons  (riyu-sho),  which  usually 
contains  a  full  exposition  of  the  views  enter- 
tained by  the  introducers  of  the  measure.  Of 
course  such  documents  vary  as  to  fullness  and 
detail,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Strict-enforcement 
Representation,  a  riyu-sho  of  extraordinary 
length  and  diffuseness  was  appended.  It  was 
printed,  distributed  among  the  members,  and 
reproduced  by  the  press,  its  translation  occupying 
some  seventeen  columns  of  the  Japan  Weekly 
Mail.  If  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  had  been  suffered 
to  speak  in  the  House,  he  would  have  added 
noting  to  that  document.  Those  familiar  with 
the  methods  of  the  House  and  with  Mr,  Abei's 
capacities  as  a  speaker,  were  able  to  predict 
that  he  would  have  referred  his  audience  to  the 
riytt-sho,  and  contented  himself  with  a  few 
general  lemarks.  The  truth  is  that  the  public 
is  in  possession  of  the  whole  case  for  the  Re- 
presentation, and  that,  so  far  as  the  advocates 
of  the  measure  are  concerned,  they  have  not  the 
smallest  ground  for  complaint  because  they 
were  not  suffered  to  repeat  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  what  they  had  already  committed  in  full 
to  paper  and  circulated  broadcast. 

VISCOUNT  SHINAGAWA'S  SPEECH. 

Viscount  Shinagawa  delivered  the  following 
speech  at  a  meeting  of  the  National  Unionists 
on  the  3 1st  ultimo  : — 

Gentlemen  —  Allow  me  to  express  myheaitfelt 
thanks  to  you  for  the  untiring  zeal  and  devotion 
which  you  have  manifested  in  furthering  the  good 
of  the  counti  y . 

The  Diet,  after  being  twice  piorogued,  was 
yesleiday  finally  dissolved.  Moreover,  the  Go- 
veiiimei.il  lias  declared  its  lesolve  to  lieat  0111 
Union  as  a  political  association.  From  these 
circumstances  it  appears  that  the  Government 
now  puisnes  a  stiong  policy.  We  maypeihaps 
regard  this  as  the  effect  of  the  proposed  Repre- 
sentation on  the  subject  of  strict  enfoicement  of 
the  treaties. 

The  doctrine  of  strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties 
does  not  in  any  respect  paitake  of  the  anti- 
foreign  spirit  of  foimei  days.  Its  aim  is  simply 
lo  have  the  tiealies  enforced  fail  ly  and  justly. 
But  the  Minister  of  Foieign  Affaiis,  Mr.  Mutsu, 
seems  to  he  gi  eatly  distni  bed  on  account  of  this 
movement,  as  may  be  seen  from  his  1  ecent  speech. 

In  giving  our  support  to  the  proposed  Re- 
presentation on  strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties, 
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oui  pimeipMl  object  in  to  Htserl  (lie  lights  <>l  llie 
round y  .mil  in  in vi|(ot'Hi e  the  spirit  ol  the  nalibit. 
In  oilir.  winds,  we  a  1  e  only  obeying  the  |ii  nmptiug 
of  the  Bieat  principle  ol  nationalism,  which  is  the 
aiiidiiiK  power  of  oui  puny.  Ii  is  my  earnest  wish 
iliat  you  will  nevei  depait  fiom  the  com  so  maiked 
OUI  Uy  (his  principle  bni  will  match  •  •  ti ' • 1  aliead 
Willi  llie  nit t-i » st s  of  tlit!  coiitili  y  aways  in  view. 

Concerning  the  coming  elections,  some  othei 
Mi  ties  may  apply  for  co-opeiation  and  alliance 
with  us.  1  do  not  like  to  act  in  conceit  with  othei 
parlies,  but  eveiy  membei  ol  0111  paiiy  is  left 
free  to  lollow  ihe  dictates  of  his  own  judgment, 
in  so  1. 11  as  (lection  business  is  concerned. 

Inditing  fiom  the  piesent  st.ite  of  things,  moie 
Of  less  anti  foteign  spiiit  may  be  excited  in  the 
Country .  I  do  not  know  whethei  Count  Ito  has 
the  same  resolution  as  the  Baktifu  Recent  |i, 
Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
t he  course  to  he  followed  by  us  is  clear  and  un- 
changeable. I  hope  you  will  be  as  faithful  to  the 
piinciples  of  oui  Patty  as  you  have  liilliei  to  been 
* 

n  * 

Viscount  Sliinagawa  has  at  any  rate  the  merit 
of  being  perfectly  outspoken.  Prudential  motives 
give  him  no  sort  of  concern.  His  comparison 
of  Count  Ito  with  the  Regent  Ii  Kamon-no- 
Kami  is  about  the  most  reckless  and  ill-timed 
utterance  that  he  could  have  conceived  at  the 
present  moment.  His  assertion  that  the  doc- 
trine of  strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties  does 
not  in  any  respect  partake  of  the  anti-foreign 
spirit  of  former  days,  followed  immediately  by 
his  admission  that  anti-foreign  feeling  will  pro- 
bably be  excited  by  the  elections,  and  supple- 
mented by  his  coupling  lite  names  of  Count  Ito 
and  the  Regent  Ii, — all  this  makes  up  a  kind  of 
oration  that  a  statesman  need  not  boast  of 
having  delivered. 


THE   CONTRACTS  FOR  THE   NEW   MEN  OF  WAR. 

Both  the  Jiji  and  the  Jiyu  tell  us  that  there  is 
growing  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  Opposition 
members  with  the  way  in  which  these  contracts 
have  been  placed.  It  appears  that  tenders  were 
asked  for  only  from  English  Firms.  This  the 
y iji  considers  to  be  unfair,  especially  to  the 
French  firms,  and  by  no  means  in  the  interests 
of  Japan.  It  is  true  that  French  ship-build- 
ers have  been  unfortunate  in  their  contracts 
wiili  the  Naval  Department;  the  Uuebi  Kan 
having  been  lost,  and  the  Ilsukushima  Kan 
having  broken  down  on  her  way  out.  But  the 
Matsushima  Kan  is  a  most  satisfactory  vessel, 
and  now  that  the  defect  in  the  Ilsukushima  has 
been  remedied  she  is  as  good  as  her  sister- 
vessel,  the  Matsushima.  French  shipbuilders 
therefore  should  have  been  asked  to  compete 
for  the  contracts  as  well  as  English.  But, 
say  both  papers,  there  has  in  reality  been  no 
competition  at  all.  The  English  firm  had  vir- 
tually secured  the  contract  before  the  tenders 
were  invited,  and  there  was  no  need  to  ask 
any  other  firms  to  compete  except  pro  forma. 
It  is  another  mare's  nest. 


A  VERY  OLD  CAT  STORY. 

It  was  a  law  of  the  Ancient  Egyptians  that 
he  who  killed  a  cat  should  die  the  death,  and, 
as  everybody  knows,  cats  were  not  only  wor- 
shipped in  many  temples  (as  a  personifi- 
cation of  the  Moon  Goddess),  but  were  also 
preserved  as  mummies  after  their  decease.  A 
cat-cult  would  not  appear  to  have  ever  been 
prevalent  in  Japan;  yet  the  following  anecdote, 
written  by  the  Shonagon  Sei,  a  little  over  one 
thousand  years  ago  (887  a.d.),  proves  that  the 
Imperial  Court  at  that  time  were  great  admirers 
of  cats :  — 

"There  was  a  celebrated  cat,  named  Miyobu  no 
Otodo,  of  which  the  Emperor  Icliijo  (66th  Mikado) 
was  inordinately  fond.  There  were  those  who  laughed 
at  the  high  sounding  name  given  to  the  cat,  but  for 
all  that  the  limperor  prized  it  highly  and  gave  it  quite 
a  retinue  of  attendants.  Once  upon  a  time,  this  cat 
went  beyond  the  palace  gates,  as  if  wishing  to  take  a 
stroll.  Its  nurse,  Uma  no  Miyobu,  by  name,  was 
vexed  and  this  and  called  out  ;  *  You  are  not  permitted 
to  go  out  of  doors ;  come  bacU  at  once!'  But  the  cat  paid 
no  attention  to  what  she  said,  and  after  walking  about 
a  bit  lay  down  to  sleep  in  a  sunny  .spot.  Wishing  to 
frighten  it  and  thus  make  it  return,  the  nurse  cried  : 
'  Where  is  Okinamaro?' — this  was  one  of  the  dogs 
that  were  kept  in  the  Palace  Courtyard — '  Here,  Oki- 
namaro !  Bite  Miyobu  no  Otodo  I  '  The  dog,  think- 
ing she  really  meant  what  she  had  said,  ran  imme- 
diately at  the  cat  which  was  terribly  frightened  and 


cl umbered  up  the  sudart  (bamboo  curtains)  of  one  of 

the  windows).  I'he  Ettlperof  whs  just  then  in  the  great 
chandler  culled  Astigarei  lull  was  greatly  shocked  upon 
seeing  his  favourite's  pi eilicanient .  He  took  the  cat, 
placed  it  in  his  bosom,  and  then  called  loudly  for  his 

attendants,  A  named  Kurodo  i'adatfeks  cutne  at 
once,  and  to  hi  in  the  Emperor  gave  the  following 
Command: — Okinamaro  must  be  severely  punished; 
take  the  dog  and  send  him  to  Inujima  into  exile.'  A 
number  of  attendants  rushed  out  to  catch  QkinamarO 
and  obey  the  Imperial  behest.  They  made  so  great  g 
clatter  that  the  Emperor  grew  still  angrier,  and  com- 
manded Uma  no  Miyobu  to  be  dismissed  from  her 
post.  I'he  latter  was  greatly  distressed  and  feared  10 
approach  the  Imperial  presence.  I  he  dog  was  driven 
from  the  Imperial  Court  and  sent  into  exile  by  an 
attendant  named  Takiguchi.  Further  particulars  may 
be  found  in  the  work  entitled  Kacho  zoyo  " 

In  the  Shdyil-Ki,  another  chatty  compilation 
of  about  the  same  date,  we  find  the  following  : — 
■'  On  the  19th  of  August,  Choho  gane,  a  noble  cat 
belonging  to  the  Imperial  Court,  gave  birth  to  several 
kittens.  I'he  Udaijin  and  Sadaijiu  of  the  Empiess's 
suite  were  present  at  the  birth.  A  set  of  lacquered 
trays  and  bowls  as  well  as  a  box  of  valuable  clothing 
were  thereafter  given  to  the  cat,  which  also  had  a  skil- 
ful nurse  appointed  to  attend  upon  her.  When  this 
story  got  abroad  people  laughed  at  it  ami  thought  the 
whole  affair  ridiculous.'' 


INTERNATIONAL  SCHOOLING. 

It  has  been  proposed  in  London  to  revive  the 
plan  of  Richard  Cobden  for  Affiliated  Schools 
of  Commerce  and  Finance  in  the  vatious  coun- 
tries along  the  international  highway.  The 
following  extract  of  a  letter  is  from  a  gentleman 
who  is  interested  in  that  purpose,  and  having 
made  his  foitune  in  Shanghai  thirty  years  ago — 
recently  passed  through  there,  on  a  visit  with 
his  children,  and  look  this  method  of  feeling 
the  way  for  later  action  : — 

There  is,  I  regret  to  say  not  much  love  lost  between 
foreigners  and  Chinese  at  this  port,  the  idea  of  the 
former  is  that  the  latter  must  be  kept  down  by  brute 
force.  The  Chinese  consider  the  foreigners  are  devoid 
of  courtesy  and  good  manners.  If  was,  however,  a 
remarkable  occurrence  to  have  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  Chinese  in  the  streets  of  our  settlements  at  the 
jubilee  and  to  be  told  afterwards  that  there  was  not  a 
single  case  calling  for  the  active  interference  of  the 
police.  I  offered  Tls.  5,000  fur  something  suitable 
permanently  to  commemorate  the  jubilee,  but  sugges- 
tions for  spending  this  money  have  given  rise  to  much 
difference  of  opinion,  and  I  shall  probably  divide  it  up 
among  the  local  charities.  If  I  could  apply  it  to  bring 
about  a  better  state  of  feeling  between  the  white  and 
yellow  race  is  what  I  would  like,  but  I  do  not  see  how 
that  is  feasible.  To-day  is  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
society  for  the  diffusion  of  Christian  and  General 
Knowledge  among  Chinese,  an  excellent  association 
that  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  and  might  do  a 
great  deal  more  if  better  supported.  I  purpose  offering 
through  its  agency  five  prizes  of  Tls.  100  each  to  be 
competed  for  by  the  Chinese  students  who  periodical- 
ly gather  for  examination  at  the  grent  cities  of  Peking, 
Soochow,  Canton,  Foochow,  and  Hangchow,  and  the 
themes  I  propose  for  them  to  write  on  are  as  follow : — 

1.  — The  advantages  to  be  derived  by  China  from 
adopting  the  railway  system,  the  coinage  of  silver 
money,  and  an  imperial  postal  system  as  Japan  has 
recently  done 

2.  —  lhe  advantage  to  accrue  if  China  would  in- 
troduce machinery  for  the  preparation  of  tea,  and  for 
the  reeling  of  silk,  so  as  the  better  to  compete  with 
foreign  countries. 

3.  — Describe  the  benefit  derived  during  the  past 
thirty  years  by  the  excellent  administration  of  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs  of  China  (under  Sir  Robt. 
Hart). 

4.  — Show  whether  China  is  really  in  earnest  in 
wishing  the  opium  trade  stopped  and  prove  that  it  is 
possible  to  suppress  the  immense  culture  of  the  poppy 
in  China,  if  the  government  of  India  consents  to  cease 
producing  the  drug. 

5.  — Show  how  may  better  and  more  friendly  relations 
be  established  between  China  and  foreign  countries. 

The  last  question  might  be  profitably  considered 
and  answered  by  foreigners  here  who  after  fifty  years 
of  intercourse  with  this  people  seem  still  in  a  constant 
state  of  terror  and  misunderstanding. 


JAPAN   AND  BOMBAY. 

The  Shogyo  Shimpo,  a  native  commercial 
paper,  in  an  article  on  the  opening  of  the  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha's  service  to  Bombay,  ex- 
presses much  satisfaction  with  the  new  en- 
terprise, but  considerable  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  Company  is  entering  on  this  competition 
with  the  P.  &  O.  with  sufficient  earnestness  to 
ensure  success.  In  the  first  place,  no  branch 
office  has  yet  been  opened  at  Bombay;  the  only 
person  connecting  the  Company  with  the  Bom- 
bay merchants  is  a  certain  Mr.  Tata,  whose 
interests  as  a  cotton  merchant  and  spinner  can- 


not lie  identical  wiili  those  of  the  ^niiou  spin- 
ners of  Japan;  yet  the  latter  have  been  1  he 
chief  promoters  of  the  enterprise,    Again,  only 

once  before  lhe  commencement  of  the  business 
was  an  ollicei  sent  la  Bombay.  In  contrast  to 
this  inactivity,  the  action  of  the  P.  &  ().  ban  been 
energetic  and  decided  ;  the  freight  rales  have 
been  reduced  from  10  rupees  per  ton  to  about 
one-third  of  that  amount,  in  consequence  of 
which  Bombay  yarns  aie  showing  signs  of  re- 
gaining their  former  activity,  to  the  alarm  of  the 
Japanese  spinners  ;  moreover,  this  leduction  will 
destroy  the  effect  of  the  penally  of  one  yen  and 
a  half  per  bale,  imposed  on  those  who  send  for 
Indian  raw  cotton  piivately  in  violation  of  the 
privisions  of  the  Compact  of  Union  Spinnets. 
It  is  also  reported  that  on  the  first  voyage  of  the 
Hiroshima  Marti,  which  arrived  a  short  time 
ago  at  Bombay,  the  total  of  general  cargo 
consigned  did  not  exceed  2,000  tons.  The 
Shogyo  Shimpo,  regarding  the  affair  as  of  na- 
tional importance,  concludes  with  an  exhorta- 
tion to  all  and  sundry,  and  especial ly  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Yokohoma  Specie  Bank,  to 
gird  up  their  loins  and  assist  the  Yusen  Kaisha. 


LOCAL  ASSEMBLIES. 

We  have  already  referred  in  these  columns  to 
the  troubles  which  have  arisen  in  the  Local 
Assembly  of  Ishikawa  Prefecture  :  we  have  now 
to  chronicle  two  more  instances  of  disorderly 
assemblies.  In  Miyagi  Prefecture  the  Local 
House  has  been  very  evenly  divided  between 
the  Unionists,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Radicals 
and  Ptogressionists,  acting  in  concert,  on  the 
other.  Party  feeling  ran  very  high,  the  chief 
subject  of  contention  being  the  fixing  of  the 
date  for  the  partial  elections  which  are  to  take 
place  in  the  Prefecture  next  year.  The  inter- 
vention of  a  few  independent  members  whose 
opinions  seem  to  have  been  in  an  inconvenient 
state  of  flux,  enabled  the  Assembly  to  stultify 
itself  by  passing  one  or  two  contradictory  reso- 
lutions, which  did  not  mend  matters  at  all. 
Each  party  called  the  local  soshi  to  its  aid, 
and  the  galleries  were  filled  with  these  turbulent 
patriots,  one  of  whom,  in  spite  of  the  vigilance 
of  the  gendarmes,  succeeded  in  assaulting  a 
member.  The  moderate  members  then  retired 
in  disgust,  and  the  session  came  to  an  abrupt 
ending,  it  being  no  longer  possible  to  form  a 
quorum. 

* 

The  Git 11  Local  Assembly  has  made  the 
discovery  that  several  prominent  persons  lately 
connected  with  the  prefectural  police  have  been 
guilty  of  embezzlement  and  falsification  of 
public  accounts.  The  piesent  chief  of  lhe 
Police  admitted  the  fraud,  which  his  predeces- 
sor had  committed  :  and  it  was  announced  to 
the  Assembly  by  the  Local  Government  that 
the  proper  punishment  had  already  been  meted 
out  to  the  offenders.  This,  however,  did  not 
satisfy  the  members,  who  plied  the  Government 
with  so  many  questions  that  at  last  the  session 
was  officially  suspended  in  order  to  enable  the 
Government  to  make  full  investigation. 


KWANKl  SHINSHUKU. 

Mr.  Ando  Sokumei,  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House,  professes  to  have  discovered  a  perio- 
dicity in  the  misconduct  of  officials.  He  recalls 
the  time,  just  twenty  years  ago,  when  Saigo 
Takamori  and  Kawaji  complained  of  the  loose 
life  led  by  some  of  the  prominent  men  in  the 
Administration,  and  recalls  also  the  fact  that 
their  attempts  to  set  things  right  proved  abortive. 
To-day  history  repeats  itself  in  a  Machiai- 
Daijin  (a  Minister  who  frequents  machiai-jaya, 
or  common  tea-houses)  and  a  Kindokei-J ikan 
(Gold-watch  Vice-Minister) .  But  Mr.  Ando  mis- 
takes the  perpetuity  of  chronic  silliness  for  the 
periodicity  of  moral  epidemics.  At  all  times  and 
seasons  there  are  plenty  of  people  foolish  enough 
to  draw  such  parallels  as  Mr.  Ando  has  drawn. 
The  great  Saigo's  memory  is  insulted  by  a  sug- 
gestion that  he  would  have  dreamed  of  troub- 
ling the  Throne  or  appealing  to  the  nation  be- 
cause a  Minister  of  State  met  his  friends  and 
connexions  at  an  inn,  or  because  a  Vice-Mini- 
ster accepted  a  gold  watch  openly  presented  to 
'him  by  men  on  account  of  whose  business  he 
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hail  legitimately  worked  in  his  official  capacity. 
In  point  of  fact,  Mr.  Saito  Shuichiro,  Vice-Mi- 
nister of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  against 
whom  tliis  ridiculous  and  miserably  unjust 
outcry  has  been  raised,  is  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  zealous  officials  in  the  Administration. 
Educated  in  the  United  States,  he  has  acquired 
habits  of  throughness  and  directness  as  uncom- 
mon as  they  are  sometimes  inconvenient  to 
others  of  less  capacity.  It  is  not  because  he 
has  really  been  guilty  of  lax  conduct  that  the 
Opposition  attack  him,  but  because  he  is  a  man 
of  too  much  competence  and  ability  for  then- 
fancy  seeing  that  his  talents  are  not  exercised 
in  their  behalf.  Were  there  a  few  more  Saito 
Shuichiros  in  the  ranks  of  Officialdom  folks  like 
Mr.  Ando  Sokumei  would  not  find  so  many  op- 
portunities to  court  notoriety. 

WEEK  OF  PRAYER. 

We  are  requested  to  announce  the  following 
list  of  leaders  for  the  observance  of  the  Week 
of  Prayer  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  to 
be  held  in  connection  with  the  Union  Church. 
Yokohama,  from  the  71I1  to  the  14th  instant 
inclusive  : — 

Sunday,  Jan.  7.  11  a  m'  sermon,  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth. 

8  p.m.  address,  Rev.  G.  M.  Meacliam. 

Monday,  Jan.  8   Rev.  J.  L.  DearinK. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  9   ...Rev   I.  F.  Smith. 

Wednesday  Jan.  10   Isaac  Bunting,  I'.sq. 

Thursday,  Jan    II   Rev.  LV  Cleveland. 

F.iday,  Jan.  12   Rev.  W.  I\  Austen. 

Saturday,  Jan.  .3   R^.  A-  A.  Bennett. 

Sunday,  Jan.  14,  1 1  a.m.  sei  mon,  R^v.  J.  H.  Baliagli. 

8  p.m.  address  Rev.  G.  M.  Meacliam. 
The  services  at  the  Church,  as  usual,  will  be  at 
11  a.m.,  and  on  Sunday  evenings  at  Van  Schaick 
Hall.  No.  178,  Bluff,  at  8  p.m.  The  Week-day 
services  will  be  held  at  Van  Schaick  Hall  at  5 
p.m.,  except  on  Wednesday,  when  they  will  be 
held'at  4.30  p.m.  All  interested  are  most  cor- 
dially invited  to  attend. 


with  that  delightful  innate  sense  of  the  balance 
of  composition  (which  makes  even  the  signa- 
ture an  essential  part  of  the  whole)  that  is  per- 
haps .the  most  wholly  admirable  characteristic 
of  Japanese  art.  The  studies  of  birds,  flowers, 
and  fish  are  far  belter  than  the  landscapes, 
which  are  somewhat  weak  and  lacking  in  in- 
dividuality; and  amongst  the  best  of  the  former 
are  "A  Pair  of  Gurnet,"  "  Gambols  of  Carp," 
While  Crane  in  Flight,"  and  the  beautiful 
Shoal  of  Fish  "  already  alluded  to.  The  draw- 
ings, with  their  dainty  evanescent  suggestive- 
ness,  are  sadly  handicapped  by  being  enclosed 
in  heavy  wide  frames  which  are  a  complete  con- 
tradiction to  their  best  characteristics." 


the  Cure,"  frequently  finds  that  I  lie  person  eats  more, 
although  perhaps  losing  from  2  lb.  to  4  lb.  a  week  ; 
and  the  decoction,  which  is  absolutely  harmless,  is  a 
most  pleasant,  refreshing  drink.  As  this  paragraph 
may  h  .ve  interested  lady  readers,  the  address  of  the 
publishers  of  the  little  book,  which  only  costs  six 
stamps,  post  free,  may  be  given  here  It  is  Russell, 
Woburn  House,  Store-street,  London,  W.C.  _  This 
book  is  most  interesting  and  useful." — From  Midland- 
Daily  Telegraph,  August  12th,  1893. 


THE  K0YT0  EXHIBITION. 


The  Governor  of  Kyoto,  Mr.  Nakai,  is  said  to 
have  petitioned  the  Noshomusho  that  the  com- 
ing Exhibition  at  that  city  may  be  held  in 
connection  with  the  celebration  of  the  1 100th 
anniversary  of  the  Emperor  Kwammu  in  the 
same  year  (1895),  and  subsidiary  to  it.  He 
alleges  as  his  reasons,  that,  on  similar  occasions, 
and  especially  at  the  3rd  Domestic  Exhibition 
at  Ueno,  though  there  was  no  lack  of  exhibits, 
the  purchasers  were  few  and  the  goods  undis- 
posed of  were  a  source  of  much  tronble  to  the 
exhibitors  and  commissioners  :  the  same  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  in  other  places  and 
very  lately  at  Chicago,  and  is  especially  to, 
be  apprehended  in  a  place  like  Kyoto,  which 
is  sure  on  account  of  its  historical  remains, 
temples  etc.,  to  attract  a  large  number  of  visi- 
tors a  very  small  proportion  of  whom  will  be 
purchasers.  The  above  is  taken  from  the 
Fomiuri  Shimbun.  But  we  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  holding  of  the  exhibition 
in  1895  had  long  ago  been  settled. 


WATAN  ABE  SEITEI   IN  LONDON. 

The  art  critic  of  the  World  has  the  following 
note  on  the  paintings  of  Watanabe  Seitei  now 
on  exhibition  at  the  Japanese  Gallery  in  New 
Bond  Street  :— "  Those  who  remember  a  small 
exhibition  of  ihe  works  of  Watanabe  Seitei,  the 
Japanese  painter,  which  was  held  at  the  Japa- 
nese Gallery  in  New  Bond  Street  a  couple  of 
years  ago,  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  another  col- 
lection of  his  paintings  is  now  on  view  in  the 
same  place.  There  could  not  be  a  belter  ob- 
ject lesson  of  how  little  subject  has  to  do  with 
the  success  of  a  picture  as  a  work  of  art.  Here 
one  finds  a  branch  of  cherry  blossom,  some  of 
the  petals  just  shaken  off  and  floating  through 
the  still  air,  as  a  bird  alights  on  the  branch  ; 
there  it  is  a  shoal  of  fish  mistily  seen  through 
the  water  as  they  shoot  away  from  some  unseen 
pursuer ;  again  it  is  a  ruddy  crayfish,  or  a  snowy 
white  egret  resting  on  one  leg  ;  or  a  sparrow 
stooping  over  the  branch  of  bamboo  on  which 
he  has  perched  for  a  moment.  All  are  notes 
from  nature  seen  in  passing  with  the  all-obser- 
vant eye  of  a  true  artist,  and  rendered  on  paper 


OBESITY. 

The  art  of  advertising  has  been  raised  to  such 
a  fine  standard  that  one  can  never  attempt  with 
any  confidence  to  distinguish  between  the  at- 
tractions lent  by  clever  puffing  and  the  genuine 
merits  of  the  thing  described.  In  the  6V. 
James's  Budget  of  Nov.  17th,  however,  we  find 
a  long  notice  of  a  cure  for  obesity,  set  forth  in 
terms  that  really  suggest  valid  hope  for  the  un- 
happy adipose.  To  any  of  our  readers  afflicted 
by  too  much  flesh  we  recommend  persual  of 
ihe  full  account,  but  for  their  immediate  benefit 
we  reproduce  the  following  summary  together 
with  some  hints  forming  a  useful  corollary: — 

A  Mr.  Russell,  author  and  specialist  in  obesity,  Ins 
experimentally  tried  the  effect  of  administering  brge 
doses,  to  moderately  lean  persons,  of  his  well  known 
herbal  discovery,  which  is  so  marvellously  effectual 
in  reducing  superfluous  fat,  with  the  result  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  alteration  or  diminution  of  weight 
recorded,  thereby  proving  conclusively  to  our  minds 
that  it  is  only  the  unhealthy  adipose  waste  tissue 
which  is  destroyed,  for  after  dispensing  a  few  fluid 
ounces  of  his  remarkable  vegetable  compounds  he 
succeeds  in  destroying  the  diseased  fatty  mass  at  the 
rate  of  from  2  lb.  to  even  12  lb.  in  seven  days.  There 
can  be  no  ambiguity  about  it,  for  any  person  can  test 
this  for  themselves  by  standing  on  a  weighing, 
machine.  He  explains  that  all  lean  persons  carry  a 
certain  amount  of  fat  necessary  for  the  natural  pro- 
duction of  heat  in  the  body,  but  nature  has  only  stored 
up  her  requisite  stock  in  the  healthy  system,  which 
she  most  jealously  guards,  and  thus  declines  to  part 
with  an  ounce  to  the  persuasion  of  Mr.  Russell's  vege- 
table  tonic,  however  in, moderate  the  dose  may  be, 
which  testifies  abundantly  to  the  fact  that  it  is  only  a 
chemical  solvent  of  insalubrious  adipose  tissue.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  inventor  of  the  composition  must 
have  possessed  a  profound  vegetal  knowledge  in  se- 
lect ng  this  simple  but  peculiar  combination,. 

Those  who  resort  to  the  pernicious  products  of  the 
mineral  kingdom,  or  even  the  deleterious  sections  of 
the  vegetable  world,  doubtless  can  decoct  something 
powerful  but  injurious  in  its  action  ;  such,  however, 
require  no  laudatory  commendation  ;  but  Mr.  Russell 
(we  herewith  append  his  address:  Woburn  House, 
Store-street,  London,  W  C,  the  author  of  "Cor- 
pulency,  and  the  Cure,"  price  six  stamps)  makes  no 
secret  of  the  simplicity  of  his  treatment,  and  avers 
that  the  decoction  can  be  drunk  as  a  refreshing  sum- 
mer drink,  pleasant  to  the  palate,  yet  having  sufficient 
effect,  although  perfectly  harmless,  to  remove  generally 
2lb.  or  more  in  twenty  four-bours.  Wethinit  stout  per- 
sonswould  do  well  to  send  for  his  book, which  can  be  ob- 
tained through  booksellers  at  the  address  given  above. 

"  The  stout  lady  is  always  asking  what  she  shall 
wear  in  order  that  she  may  appear  less  bulky.  She 
should  not  wear  tight  fitting  tailor-made  suits  ;  rosettes 
should  never  be  worn  at  her  belt,  either  at  the  back  or 
front  :  no  lace  or  ribbon  ruffs  about  the  neck,  though 
a  soft  feather  one  is  permissible  if  it  have  long  ends 
A  short  skirt  will  give  a  queer,  dumpy  look,  wi.ich  is 
particularly  undesirable.     1  he  hair  should  never  be 
low  on  her  neck  ;  it  sflould  be  high,  and  arranged  with 
great  smoothness.    Strings  of  beads  round  the  necu 
are  prohibited,  and  if  her  fingers  are  short  and  fat 
even  rings  should  not  be  worn.     After  all,  this  is  only 
a  makeshift,  although  large  sums  are  paid  by  fashion- 
able modistes  for  artistic  designs  and  blendmgs  in 
order  to  conceal  embonpoint.     What  seems  to  escape 
the  notice  of  the  stout  lady  is  the  fact  that  the  cost  of 
the  trickery  with  the  dresses  is  mere  than  she  would 
have  to  pay  for  a  real  and  actual  reduction  of  weight. 
Thanks  to  modern  chemistry,  or  rather  botanical  re- 
search, it  is  not  unusual  for  a  stout  person  to  lose  in 
weight  7  lb.  in  a  week,  and  with  a  rapid  return  to 
perfect  health,  losing  that  oppressive  feeling  which 
trouble  stout  persons.    As  much  as  4  lb.,  in  rare  cases, 
have  been  lost  in  twenty-four  hours.    A  stout  lady, 
due  to  attend  a  garden  party,  say,  in  a  week's  time 
would  show  most  perceptibly  that  she  had  reduced 
her  weight,  for  when  under  Mr,  Russell's  treatment  in 
particular,  the  medicine  first  attacks  the  parts  which 
are  most  prominently  obese,  and  she  would  appear 
considerably  attenuated  without  the  aid  of  the  dress- 
maker.   Many  ladies  ruin  their  constitutions  by  living 
in  a  state  of  semi-starvation  to  keep  their  weight  down. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  necessity,  for  Mr.  Rusell, 
the  author  of  the  well-known  work  "  Corpulency,  and 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  WOMEN  IN  BUSINESS. 

The  decision  recently  arrived  at  in  a  debate 
held  at  the  Post  and  Telegraph  School  on  the 
advisability  of  employing  women  forcomivfunica- 
tion  business,  is  far  from  giving  satisfaction  lo 
die  fair  sex,  or  to  those  who  are  earnest  for  ihe 
elevation  of  women's  status  in  society.  Three 
opinions  were  stated,  writes  the  Nichi  Nichi, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  subjecl.  (1) 
Women  should  be  employed  not  only  for  the 
telephone  service  but  also  for  postal  and  tele- 
graphic business;  (2)  Women  should  be  em- 
ployed for  telephone  service  alone  ;  (3)  Women 
should  not  be  employed  at  all.  Alter  an  in- 
teresting discussion,  it  was  found  that  the  last 
of  these  three  opinions  was  the  one  which 
commanded  ihe  largest  majority  of  votes.  The 
reasons  given  against  the  employment  of  women 
in  communication  business  are  said  to  have 
been  as  follows  : — 


 K  is   a   virtuous  custom   of  Japanese  women 

from  olden  times  to  teinain  at  home  and  to  apply  them- 
selves to  their  domestic  duties.  Should  they  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Government  service,  the  consequence 
would  be  the  neglect  of  domestic  affairs  and  a  possible 
disturbance  of  family  relationship. 

2.  Women  are  by  nature  passionate  and  difficult 

of  control.  , 

3,  _ Women  being  devoid  of  the  power  of  judgment 
.re  unsuited  for  postal  aff.irs  which  require  know- 
edge  of  an  abstra.  t  and  inductive  character. 

a,  While  it   is  of  primary  importance  in  postal 

.ffairs  to  strictly  observe  secrecy,  the  want  of  caution 
in  women  entirely  incapacitates  them  from  under- 
taking this  responsibility. 

c.  A  woman's  voice  is  very  useful  in  telephone  ex- 
change business,  but  in  view  of  the  foregoing  defects 
they  had  better  be  superseded  by  boys. 

THE   OVER  ZEALOUS  INSPECTOR. 

The  Inspector  of  the  Akasaka  Police  Office, 
writes  the  Mainichi,  has  lost  his  post,  because 
he  dispersed  a  meeting  of  certain  members  of 
the  Opposition,  held  at  the  Yaokan  restaurant, 
Akasaka.  The  Governor  of  the  city,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  event,  at  once  proceeded  to  the  Home 
Office  and  complained  to  the  Minister  of  the 
injustice  of  the  Inspector's  proceeding,  hinting 
at  the  same  lime  at  strained  relations  between 
the  Police  and  the  citizens,  shown  by  ihe  steady 
reduction  in  late  years  of  the  appropriations  for 
police  expenditure  by  the  City  Assembly.  Count 
Inouye  admitted  the  justice  of  the  Governor's 
complaint,  and  said  that  he  had  already  decided 
to  have  the  Inspector  dismissed.  It  is  strange, 
the  Mainichi  remarks,  that  the  Inspector  should 
be  the  only  one  punished,  considering  that  he 
must  have  received  instructions  for  his  action 
from  his  superiors.  To  us  it  seems  still  stranger 
that  when  ihe  officer's  superiors  go  to  the  length 
of  dismissing  him,  a  rational  newspaper  should 
still  suspect  them  of  having  directed  him  lo  per- 
form the  act  for  which  they  deprive  him  of  office. 

EXPOUTS  AND   IMPORTS  AT  YOKOHAMA. 

These  figures  are  given  by  the  J iyu  with  re- 
ference to  the  year  just  ended  : — 
Exports— Raw  Silk  and   Waste  Silk,  yen. 
Tea  Silk  Handkei chiefs  and  Habu- 

laj  e,  and  Woven  Silk.  Goods    39,674,949 

Imports— Textile  Fabiics,  Cotton  and 
Cotton  Yam,  Loo  and  other  metals, 
Kerosene,  and  Sugar   18,089,133 

According  to  these  figures  ihe  total  value  of 
the  principal  staples  of  export  exceeded  that 
of  the  principal  staples  of  import  by  21,587,816 
yen.  Bui  we  do  not  comprehend  the  value  of 
such  a  purely  arbitrary  comparison.  Evidently 
no  accurate  idea  of  the  trade  can  be  formed  by 
selecting  at  will  a  group  of  articles  from  the  ex- 
port column  and  comparing  them  with  a  similarly 
optional  set  of  items  from  the  import  column. 

VISIT  OF  AN  ITALIAN   PRINCE  TO  JAPAN. 

The  approaching  advent  is  announced  of  an 
Italian  Prince,  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Louis 
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Amedie,  Duke  of  the  Abruzzo.  His  Royal 
Highness,  who  was  born  in  1873  and  is  now 
serving  in  the  Volturno,  is  the  third  son  of  the 
late  Prince  Amedie,  Duke  of  Aosla,  brother  of  the 
King  of  Italy,  who  so  nobly  occupied  the  throne 
of  Spain,  descending  from  il  rather  than  have 
recourse  to  bayonets.  The  Duke  of  the  Abruzzo 
is  making  an  extensive  trip.  After  visiting  Abys- 
sinia, he  will  go  round  the  Indian  ports,  passing 
from  thence  to  the  Dutch  Colonies,  and  finally 
arriving,  about  May  next,  in  Japan,  hearer  of  the 
Italian  Monarch's  sentiments  of  friendship  and 
sympathy  to  the  Sovereign  of  this  empire.  The 
Prince  is  one  of  Italy's  hopes,  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all  that  know  him.  His  visit  to  japan 
will  doubtless  give  special  pleasure  to  the  pre- 
sent Italian  Representative,  who  is  among  His 
Royal  Highness'  closest  friends,  and  whose 
daughter  is  named  after  her  god-father,  the 
Prince's  father. 


DOMESTIC  TRADE. 

Trade  depression  has  been  very  heavy  during 
the  past  autumn,  according  to  the  vernacular 
press.  Money-lenders  have  had  plenty  of  ap- 
plications for  small  loans  but  scanty  returns 
on  ohl  ones.  The  mercers,  whose  custom  it  is 
to  sell  the  cheaper  goods  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  those  of  superior  quality  somewhat  before, 
have  found  few  sales  for  the  former  and  none 
at  all  for  the  latter.  The  custom  of  the  foreign- 
goods  shops  is  falling  off,  owing,  it  is  said,  to 
the  insecurity  of  government  positions  and  the 
reduction  of  salaries.  Cheap  cloaks  have  the 
greatest  demand  at  present.  Among  mechanics, 
the  carpenters,  masons,  etc.,  have  a  fair  amount 
of  work,  but  are  badly  paid..  The  new  year's 
fairs  (loshi  no  ichi)  were  well  attended  owing  to 
the  fine  weather,  but  the  stall-keepers  complain 
of  small  sales.  Even  the  mochi-seUers  have 
not  done  half  their  last  year's  business.  A  con- 
clusive sign  of  the  times,  sweet-potato  sellers 
have  a  brisk  trade. 


Bills  passed  by 
both  Houses: 


THK   LEGISLATION  OF  THE  DIET  IN   ITS  FIFTH 
SESSION. 

We  find  that  our  statement  of  the  Bills  passed 
by  the  Diet  during  its  fifth  session,  which  was 
brought  to  such  a  sudden  termination,  n;eds 
correction,  owing  to  some  confusion  between 
the  work  of  the  two  Houses.  The  exact  details 
are  : — 

2,  namely,  a  Government  Bill  on 
Tieasiuy  Notes,  and  a  Bill  in- 
troduced in  the  Lower  House 
with  regairi  to  tlie  registration 
of  Banks'  titles. 

Measures  pass-^ 
ed     by    one  | 

House     and  I  16,    namely,    3    hy    tlie  Upp 
not  1  eqnii  ing  j      House  and  13  by  the  Lower, 
submission  to  j 
(lie  other  :  J 
Bills    1  ejected  liy  j 
the    House    ill  { 
whicli  they  wei  e  | 
introduced  : 


Bills  passed  by  1 
one  House  bill  , 
not  liy  the  other  : 


7,  namely,  I  Government  Bill 
and  6  Private  Bills  submit 
ted  to  the  Lower  House. 

17,   namely,    9  Government 
Bills,  2  Private  Bills  of  the 
Upper    House,   and  6  Pi  i 
vate  Bills  of  the  Lower. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO   THE    POLICE   IN   MIYE  KEN. 

The  chief  of  Police  of  Mive  Prefecture  has, 
we  read  in  the  Shin  Choya,  issued  instruc- 
tions to  his  stibord inates  warning  them  against 
the  agitations  of  the  Great  Japan  Association, 
which  he  describes  as  a  league  of  traitors  to 
their' country,  banded  together  for  the  purpose 
of  annoying  the  Government  by  stirring  up 
anti-foreign  feeling  throughout  the  country.  If 
this  be  true,  says  our  contemporary,  it  is  very 
improbable  that  these  instructions  have  been 
issued  to  the  Miye  police  only.  They  have 
probably  been  issued  throughout  the  country, 
though  it  is  somewhat  late  in  the  day  to  issue 
such  instructions.  Had  it  been  done  sooner, 
much  trouble  might  have  been  saved. 

new  year's  day. 
The  weather  on  tlie  first  day  of  1894  was  very 
enjoyable  from   10  o'clock  onwards,  the  sun 
shining  forth  from  an  almost  unclouded  sky. 
Previous  to  that  hour  the  heavens  were  overcast, 


and  shortly  after  nine  o'clock  snow  fell  for  a 
few  minutes.  As  usual  the  streets  of  the  Japan- 
ese portions  of  the  town  were  gay  with  the 
emblematic  decorations  of  the  season,  ever- 
greens, fir,  bamboo,  carp,  crayfish,  dai  dai  and 
gohei,  while  at  night  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  lanterns  were  hung  out  from  the  eaves  of 
every  native  house.  They  lighted  up  many  a 
right  joyous  scene  of  hearty  good  fellowship 
and  fraternal  conviviality  till  far  into  the  morn- 
ing. Business,  for  (he  nonce,  was  put  aside  by 
everybody  and  on  every  hand  good  wishes  for 
the  New  Year  were  expressed,  exchanged,  and 
cordially  re-echoed.  Perfect  good  order  pie- 
vailed  everywhere,  the  police  having  no  trouble 
in  controlling  the  huge  throngs  that  passed 
Ihroughfares  on  New  Year  visits  bent. 


A   NEW  POET. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Tabley's  "  Orpheus 
in  Hades,"  published  in  the  November  number 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  appears  to  us  one 
of  the  noblest  poetic  efforts  of  recent  years.  We 
quote  a  few  lines  : — 

(.'an  music  build  the  stars  or  mould  the  moon, 

Or  wring  assent  from  Hades'  doubtful  br..ws  ? 

(  an  I  make  weep  the  stern  and  lovely  Queen, 

Before  whose  feet  the  ripples  of  the  dead 

I  ass  like  an  endless  sea  beating  her  throne  ? 

They  move  her  not     In  autumn's  gusty  hour 

Shall  the  innumerable  broken  leaves, 

The  aimless  russet-sided  rushing  leaves. 

Gain  pity  from  the  hatchet-handed  boor, 

Who  shears  the  stubborn  oak,  an  eagle's  throne? 

Doth  pity  sting  the  rugged  fisher  folk 

For  the  blue  tunnies  sailed  inside  their  net  ? 

She  will  not  hearken.    I  shall  sing  in  vain. 

*        *        •         «        *  * 
Bethink  thee,  Queen,  how  on  that  day  one  rose 
Kell,  of  all  blooms  that  fell,  the  sweetest  bud, 
The  mystic  rose  of  girlhood  ne'er  rebloomed. 
Its  virgin  curtain  broken,  its  dewdrops  gone— 
Ah,  not  of  Orcus  all  the  sceptred  gloom, 
The  purple  and  the  queendom  and  the  gold, 
Shall  do  away  touch  of  those  gracious  days,' 
By  the  hum  of  /Etna,  vineyard-clustered  /Etna, 
Flushing  its  grapes  with  subterranean  fire. 
Girdled  with  gleaming  cities  round  its  sides, 
And  the  hewn  houses  of  e.eat  marble  gods, 
By  the  Sicilian  ocean,  cold  and  clear, 
Whose  deeps  outpass  in  azure  Hellas'  seas. 
Whose  nights  have  mellower  moons  and  clearer  stars, 
Whose  orange  groves  bear  more  Hesperian  fruit, 
Whose  fountains  gush  from  more  enamelled  niea'ds 
Whereby  the  halcyon  flits,  a  tissued  gleam, 
Bird  of  the  rainbow  :  and  the  lovely  land 
Is  as  one  great  and  golden  orchard  plain, 
And  haunted  by  some  Genius,  dropping  balm. 
Winged,  as  a  nightjar  wings  o'er  darkened  moors 
With  plumes  of  silent  flight. 

****** 

What  right  have  I  to  live,  so  crushed  with  woe? 
I  dare  not  see  the  light  now  she  is  gone. 
I  hate  to  watch  the  flower  set  up  its  face. 
I  loathe  the  tiembling  shimmer  of  the  sea, 
Its  heaving  roods  of  intertangled  weed 
And  orange  sea-wiack  with  its  necklace  fruit, 
The  stale  insipid  cadence  of  the  dawn, 
1  he  ring-dove,  tedious  harper  on  five  tones, 
The  eternal  havoc  of  the  sodden  leaves, 
Rotting  the  floors  of  autumn  :  one  and  all 
The  outworn  tricks  of  nahne     I  am  weary, 
Weary  and  incomplete  and  desolate. 
To  me,  Spring,  sccutred  with  her  daffodil, 
Drools  with  a  blight  of  dim  mortality, 
And  the  bi.ds  sing  Death  and  Eurydice. 

**•*"*« 
Ah,  dear  and  unforgotton  ;  oivthe  wind 
Her  voice  comes  often,  low  and  sweet  it  comes, 
In  such  a  sigh  as  draws  the  yearning  soul 
Out  of  my  breast  to  follow  and  float  away, 
To  lean  upon  the  storm  with  falcon  wing, 
To  overtake  the  laggard  moaning  blast, 
And  clasp  tier  in  the  whirlwind,  shade  to  shade, 
And  ghost.    There  let  us  interlock 
Our  spectral  limbs,  and  so  in  mutual  flight 
Rush  at  the  sun  and  burn  remembrance  out. 
He  thou  effectual  Lethe  to  our  pangs, 
O  mighty  fountain  of  primeval  fire; 
Father  of  lesser  lights,  compassionate. 
Burn  out,  abolish  our  two  weary  souls  ! 
Thou  rollest  on  to  rest  the  toiling  stars. 
The  \l<-teor  of  the  morning  doth  untie 
Her  ■•hining  sandals  on  thy  temple  floor, 
And  fiery  flakes  fall  from  he.  golden  locks. 

INTERPORT  CRICKET. 

Regarding  the  Hongkong  C.C.'s  invitation  to 
Shanghai,  Yokohama,  and  Kobe  for  a  cricket 
week  in  Hongkong  during  the  Chinese  New 
Year,  the  Daily  Press  understands  that  an 
indefinite  reply  has  been  received  from  the 
Model  Settlement,  but  that  it  is  not  regarded 
as  likely  that  the  Shanghai  Club  will  be  able  to 
send  an  eleven,  must  of  tlie  bes'  cricketers 
having  already  been  away  to  Japan  recently  on 
a  cricket  tour.  As  regards  the  Japan  men, 
we  learn  that  Yokohama  had  replied  stating 
their  inability  to  send  half  of  a  representative 


team,  and  il  is  extremely  improbable  that  Kobe 
will  be  able  to  manage  an  entire  eleven.  It 
therefore  looks  veiy  much  as  though  we  shall 
not  have  the  suggested  cricket  week. 

THK   COMINO  EIUCTIONS. 

The  first  forecast  of  (he  coming  general  elec- 
tions is  made  by  the  Kokkai.    lis  estimate  is  as 

follows  :  — 

Number  in  Number  in 

Itit  Diet.  next  Diet. 

Jtyu-to    84    7q 

Kai shin  to    43    ^Q 

/{ok  11  min  Kyokai    68    50 

Domei  Club    25    3(1 

Doshi  Club   14    25 

Seimu  Chosa  jo    14    20 

Toyo  Jiyu-to    4    5 

Independent    48    50 

300  300 
This  estimate  gives  an  increase  of  23  members 
to  the  most  violently  radical  sections  in  the 
House,  namely,  the  Domei  Club,  the  Doshi 
Club,  the  Seimu  Chosa-jo  and  the  Toyo  Jiyu- 
to.  To  refresh  the  recollection  of  our  read- 
ers, we  may  mention  that  the  members  of 
the  Doshi  Ciub  are  the  seceders  from  the  Jiyu- 
to  in  connection  with  the  Hoshi  Toru  incident  ; 
the  Seimu  Chosa-io  is  the  coterie  by  which  the 
Strict-enforcement  Representation  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  Toyo  Jiyu-to  are  the  leaders  of 
the  anti-mixed-residence  movement.  The  Kok- 
kai is  a  good  authority,  but  people  who  have  at 
least  equally  trustworthy  sources  of  information 
give  a  different  forecast. 

JAPAN  AND  INDIA  IN  COMPETITION. 

The  following  extract  from  the  columns  of  The 
limes  has  much  interest : — 

Some  time  ago  we  called  attention  to  the  courage  and 
good  sense  with  which  Bombay  had  met  the  crisis  in  her 
cotton  industries,  caused  by  the  closing  of  the  Indian 
mints.  The  Bombay  mills  largely  depend  for  their  market 
upon  China  and  Japan,  That  market  was  for  a  time 
closed  to  them  by  the  ruinous  fall  in  exchange  between 
Bombay  and  the  silver-using  countries  of  Eastern  Asia 
whi<:h  resulted  from  the  artificial  enhancement  of  the 
Indian  rupee  The  Bombay  manufacturers  did  not,  how- 
ever, lose  their  heads.  They  calmly  inquired  into  ti.e 
eventual  results  of  the  new  situation,  and  set  themselves  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  production  so  as  to  counteract  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  they  were  placed  by  the  artificially 
appreciated  rupee-  Several  months  have  now  elapsed 
since  they  thus  deliberately  began  to  set  their  house  in 
order,  and  the  results  of  the  measures  which  they  have 
taken  are  beginning  to  disclose  themselves 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  clear  that  China  and  Japan  are 
quite  alive  to  th=  advantage  which  the  appreciated  Indian 
rupee  gives  them  in  their  competition  with  the  Bombay 
mill  owners.  The  Chinese  and  Japanese  have  consider- 
ably increased  their  output,  and  a  single  English  firm 
has  at  ihis  moment  ordeis  for  the  machinery  for  two 
large  factories,  one  in  <  hina  and  the  other  in  Japan.  I  he 
Bombay  mill-owners  perfectly  realize  that  such  orders  are 
likely  to  increase  if  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  mills  can 
undersell  the  yams  sent  from  Bombay.  They  have  there- 
fore overhauled  every  department  of  their  expenses,  and 
have  been  able  to  make  reductions  in  each  one  of  them. 
At  an  early  stage  they  called  on  the  steamship  companies 
whicli  do  the  carrying  trade  between  Bombay  and  the 
further  Bast  to  reduce  their  charges.  The  P.  and  O.,  the 
Austrian  Lloyd's  and  the  Klorio  Rubattino  lines  have 
agreed  to  give  a  rebate  •  f  15  percent,  on  freights  for  yarn 
to  October  31.  They  will  probably  find  it  their  interest  to 
continue  the  same  concession  beyond  that  date.  For  a 
Japanese  steamship  company  has  come  forward  with  pro- 
posals to  carry  yarn  to  Hongkong  at  so  percent,  less  than 
the  old  rate  if  contracts  for  a  sufficient  amount  can  be 
secured  for  the  two  years  certain 

Having  thus  reduced  the  cost  of  carriage,  the  Bombay 
mill-owners  effected  a  comprehensive  curtailment  of  their 
factory  expenses.  One  of  the  most  serious  of  these  ex- 
penses is  the  agency  charge  of  a  quarter  of  an  anna  (now 
equal  to  about  one  farthing)  on  every  pound  weight  of  the 
output,  irrespectively  of  whether  the  mills  aie  working  at 
a  profit  or  a  loss.  Tliis  charge  has  long  been  felt  to  be  an 
incubus  on  the  cotton  industry  of  Bombay.  But  it  is  only 
fair  to  recognize  the  fact  that  without  some  such  first  charge 
secured  on  the  output  freely  the  capitalists  who  found  the 
money  for  establishing  the  industry,  and  who  now  finance 
it,  would  not  have  come  so  forward.  The  Bombav  Gazette, 
an  excellent  authority  on  the  subject,  points  out  that  the 
written  contract  gives  the  agen's  the  1  is; lit  to  appropriate 
what  amounts  in  some  cases  to  the  whole  profits  of  the 
year's  working,  and  to  leave  no  dividend  or  an  actual  loss 
to  the  shareholders.  The  t  reatened  remedv  for  such  a 
state  of  things  is  stoppage  and  liqui  lation  on  a  large  scale. 
Some  of  the  agency  houses  have  been  shrewd  enough  to 
lealize  the  fact  and  to  show  a  willingness  10  take  less  than 
what  they  are  entitled  to  ulid-r  the  letter  of  their  bond. 

Within  the  mills  themselves  searching  retrenchments 
have  been  made.  The  Bombay  cotton  industry  has  grown 
up  in  the  hands  of  owners  an.i  directors,  many  of  whom, 
as  pointed  out  by  the  Indian  Textile  Journal,  do  not 
know  the  names  of  their  machines  and  have  no  practical 
acquaintance  with  a  single opei ation  which  those  machines 
perfoim.  The  intermediate  cost  of  mill  superintendence 
accordingly  assumed  proportion*  which  were  only  com- 
patible with  an  unbroken  tide  of  prosperity.  These 
charges  have  within  the  past  eight  months  been  strictly 
inquired  into,  and  in  many  cases  considerably  reduced. 
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the  practice  of  each  mill  working  to  its  utmost  power 
without  regard  to  the  demand  has  also  been  brought  under 
the  control  of  the  associated  body  of  mill-owners.  As  a 
matter  i>l  fact,  over-production  in  Hombay  had  glutted  he 
Chilt«se  «nd  Japanese  markets  several  months  before  the 
closing  at  the  Indian  mints  in  June  brought  the  cusis  to  a 
head  The  llombay  mill-owners  agreed  in  April  to  work 
short'  time  to  the  end  of  July,  and,  as  we  noted  in  a 
p.e.ious  article,  this  self  denying  ordinance  has  been  ex- 
tended by  stringent  provisions  until  near  the  close  of  the 

^heVate'of  wages  earned  by  the  mill-hands  has  also 
undergone  a  keen  scrutiny,  and  efforts  are  b-ing  made, 
with drying  degrees  of  success,  to  reduce  it  to  something 
nVa.er  to  the  standard  for  ordinary  outside  labour  In 
Bombay  the  mills  won.  with  machinery  of  different  dates 
and  of  widely  different  decrees  of  efficiency.  I  he  wages 
which  the  operatives  can  earn  bv  piecewmk  vary  accord 
inely  in  almost  every  mill,  and  it  has  not  been  found  prac- 
ticable to  fix  a  scale  of  wa.-es  which  can  be  uniform  y 
applied  to  all  the  factories.  Instead,  therefore,  of  a  rigid 
scale  for  piece-woru,  the  Bombay  null-owners  have  directed 
their  endeavours  to  establishing  a  fair  uniformity,  by  fixing 
a  maximum  and  a  minimum  rate  of  wages  fo_  each  class 
of  average  workers.  In  some  mills,  little  reduction  will 
be  effected  by  this  arrangement,  in  other  the  saving  w.l  be 
considerable,  but  the  result  will  be  to  reduce  the :  cost  of 
production  on  the  whole.  At  the  same  time,  the  •  Id  easy- 
going  system  of  supernumera,  ies,  who  we.e  a  standing 
ins.ifution  in  most  mills,  has  been  attacked.  he  less 
industrious  workmen  are  being  sifted  out,  while  the 
average  earnings  of  steady  hands  on  piecework  will  not, 
it  is  thought,  be  seriously  diminished  

TRULY  COSMOPOLITAN. 

The  Chicago  Daily  Globe,  in  advocating  the 
election  of  an  American  as  Mayor  to  succeed 
Carter  Harrison,  notes  that  nine-tenths  of  all 
elective  offices  in  Cook  county  are  now  held 
by  naturalized  citizens  and  states  that 

The  sheriff  wjs  born  in  Canada. 

The  county  treasurer  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  president  county  board  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  president  drainage  board  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  clerV  Appellate  Court  was  born  in  Ireland. 
The  clerk  Criminal  Court  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  clerk  Probate  Court  was  born  in  Ireland. 
The  cierk  Superior  Court  was  born  in  Ireland. 
The  county  clerk  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  county  coroner  was  born  in  Ireland. 
The  city  collector  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  city  clerk  was  bom  in  Germany. 

The  corporation  counsel  was  born  in  Bohemia. 
The  city  treasurer  was  born  in  Ireland. 
The  new  postm-ster  is  a  German. 

Two-thirds  of  the   city  council  and  all  of  the 
police  force  were  born  in  Ireland,  and  by  ac 
cident  probably    the    county    recorder— "  the 
only  one  " — Was  born  in  America. 


the  same  exactness  as  in  ancient  times.  1  he  Iukat- 
chis,  the  l.amouts,  and  the  Kussians,  invited  to  these 
sacrifices,  often  take  part  in  them,  although  there  is 
no  example  of  one  of  them  having  taken  the  same 
road  to  reach  the  other  world. 


POSSIBLE   EXTENSION    OF  THE   M.M.  SERVICES 

An  agent  of  (he  Messageries  Maritimes  Com- 
pany was,  by  last  advices,  says  the  Straits  Times, 
at  Brisbane,  inquiring  into  the  desirability  of 
changing  the  route  of  the  Messageries  Mari- 
times steamship  service  in  Pacific  waters. 
The  route  is  now  from  Marseilles  to  Nou- 
mea, via  the  Suez  Canal,  Seychelles,  Albany, 
Adelaide,  Melbourne,  and  Sydney.  What 
is  being  investigated  is  the  chances  of  trade 
if  tiie  ships  connect  with  the  company's 
Eastern  services  at  Colombo  or  Singapore,  and 
thence  make  their  way  to  Brisbane,  as  the  Aus- 
tralian terminus',  thence  on  to  Noumea,  and 
thence  making  one  or  two  intermediate  island 
calls,  on  to  San  Francisco 

THE  WORK   OF  THE   DIETS  FIFTH  SESSION. 

Despite  the  exceptional  subjects  that  diverted 
its  attention  from  the  woik  of  legislation,  the 
Diet  accomplished  a  good  deal  of  law-making 
during  its  fifth  session  of  less  than  a  month. 
One  hundred  and  twelve  Bills  were  submitted, 
and  of  these  it  discussed  25,  among  which  16 
were  passed  by  both  Houses,  5  were  rejected, 
and  4  were  passed  by  one  House  but  failed  to 
receive  the  assent  of  the  other.  Among  the  16 
successful  Bills,  7  were  introduced  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  among  the  5  rejected  Bills,  one 
was  a  Government  measure.  All  this  was  ac- 
complished in  18  sittings  of  the  Lower  House 
and  10  of  the  Upper. 


HUMAN  SACRIFICES  IN  RUSSIA. 

Under  the  above  title  the  following  appears  in 
La  Gazette  de  Yakootsk,  whence  it  has  been 
translated  and  condensed  for  the  Literary 
Digest : — 

Very  few  persons  in  Europe,  orelsewhere,  are  aware 
that  human  sacrifices  still  exist  in  a  part  of  the  Rus- 
sian Empire.  The  fact  is,  nevertheless,  certain  Among 
the  Tchuktchis  such  sacrifices  still  take  place,  and 
seem  likely  to  be  practised  for  a  long  tune  to  come 
At  the  same  tio.e.  no  blame  therefore  can  b.  attached 
to  the  Russian  Government  or  the  Orthodox  Church, 
for  efforts  by  both  to  stop  the  custom  have  proved  in- 
effectual The  sacrificee  alluded  to,  are  those  of  old 
people  and  the  sick,  who,  finding  no  pleasure  in  life, 
resolve  to  have  done  with  earthly  existence,  to  rejoin 
their  dead  relations,  and  go  to  increase  the  number  of 
happy  sp'rits.  .•  , 

The  Tchuktchi,  who  has  made  up  Ins  mind  to  die, 
immediately  notifies  his  neighbours  and  nearest  rela- 
tives     The  news  spreads  in  the  circle  of  his  friends, 
and  all  of  them  soon  visit  the  unhappy  person,  to  in- 
fluence him  to  change  his  mind.    Prayers,  reproaches, 
complaints,  and  tears  have  no  effect  on  the  fanatlO, 
who  explains  his  reasons,  soeaks  of  the  future  life,  of 
the  dead  who  ap,.ear  to  him  in   his  sleep   and  even 
when  he  is  awake,  calling  him  to  them.     I  lis  friends, 
seeing  him  thus  resolved,  go  away  to  make  the  cus- 
tomary prep  .rations.    At  the  end  <;f  from  ten  or  fifteen 
days    they  return  to  the  hut  of  the    lchuktclu,  With 
white  mortu  ry  garments  and  some  weapons  which 
will  be  used  by  the  man  in  the  other  world  to  fight 
evil  spirits  and   hunt  the  reindeer.     After  making 
his  toilette,  the  Tchuktchi  withdraws  into  a  corner  of 
the   hut.     His   nearest   relative  stands  by  Ins  hand, 
holding  the  instrument  of  sacrifice,  a  knife,  a  pike,  or  a 
rope     If  the  Tchuktchi  has  chosen  the  knife,  two  of 
his  friends  hold  him  under  the  arms  and  by  the  wrisls, 
and   at  a  given  signal,  the  sacrificer  thrusts  the  knife 
into  his  breast.     If  the  pike  has  been  chosen,  two  of 
his  friends  hold  that  weapon,  and  two  others  th.ow 
the  victim  on  its  point.     For  strangulation,  the  rope 
is  put  about  his  neck  and  the  Sacrifices  draw  .1  until 
death  ensues.    Then  the  assistants  go  to  the  corpse, 
redden   their    hands    and  face  w.lh  its  blood  and 
place  it  on  a  sledge  dr  wn  by  reindeer,  which  draws 
it  to  the  pl-.ee  of    the  funeral.      Arrived   at  their 
destination,  the  Tefaoktchfr  Cut  the  throat  of  the  rem- 
deer,  take  from  the  dead  body  its  clothing  which  IS 
torn  in  pieces,  and  place  the  corpse  on   a  lighted 
funeral-pile.     During  the  incinerat.ou   the  assistants 
offer  up  i-rayer  to  the  happy  in  the  other  world,  and 
supplicate  these  to  watch  over  ihem  and  thens 

1  riese  horrible  practises  are  followed  to-day  with 


CARDS  AND  MICROBES 

Here  is  a  disquieting  item  for  lovers  of  cards : — 
The  microbe  threatens  the  enjoyment,  if  not  the 
very  existence,  of  many  old  customs  and  pastimes — 
for  instance,  card  playing.  Or.  Rapin,  a  distinguished 
specialist  of  Nantes,  is  investigating  the  bacteriology 
of  cards.  Working  on  cards  played  by  patients  (con- 
sumptive and  other)  -t  the  Hospital  of  Nantes,  he 
found  no  less  than  6,160  bacteria  on  a  square  centi- 
metre of  the  card  most  of  whi<  h  were  the  potato 
bacillus.  On  cards  used  in  public  cafes  and  in  private 
families,  he  has  found  the  staphylococus  pyogenes 
aureus,  one  of  the  agents  in  suppuration.  He  recom- 
mends people  to  be  careful  of  contamination  when 
playing  cards,  especially  with  consumptive  persons, 
and  he  draws  attention  to  the  bad  habit  of  certain 
players  holding  cards  by  their  teeth  or  wetting  their 
finger  in  their  mouth  to  shuffle  them. 


a  pocket  in  the  side  projects  a  tiny  box  con- 
taining the  calendar,  each  day  having  an  appro- 
priate quotation  from  Shakespeare.  The  whole 
affair  forms  a  pretty  table  ornament,  after  the 
fashion  of  a  photograph  frame.  The  manu- 
facture of  calendars  is  becoming  quite  a  work 
of  art  now  a-days. 

THE   KOREAN  LEGATION  BURNT  DOWN. 

About  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1st 
inst.  fire  broke  out  in  the  Translator's  room  at 
the  Korean  Legation,  Kojimachi,  Tokyo,  and 
the  whole  building  was  completely  destroyed. 
The  conflagration  was  caused  through  a  foul 
stove-pipe.  The  Ministers  of  State,  the  Foreign 
Representatives,  and  other  dislingushed  persons, 
paid  condolatory  visits  to  the  Korean  Minister 
later  in  the  day. 

THE   EMPEROR  OF  GERMANY    AND   THE  EMPEROR 
OF  JAPAN. 

We  read  in  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun  that  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  sent  to  the  Emperor  of 
Japan  two  horses  of  exceptionally  fine  type. 
They  were  shipped  at  Hamburg  and  reached 
Yokohama  on  the  29th  ultimo.  Unfortunately 
one  of  the  horses  perished  en  route,  but  the 
other  is  now  in  the  Imperial  Mews.  Our  con- 
temporary says  that  the  survivor  is  valued  at 
nine  thousand  dollars. 


NEARLY  SUFFOCATED. 

The  Asahi  says  that  a  foreign  carpenter  and 
two  Japanese  workmen,  in  the  employ  by  Mr. 
Rose,  No.  115,  Yokohama,  were  neatly  suffocat- 
ed on  the  3rd  instant  on  board  the  German 
steamer  Frigga,  while  engaged  in  repairing 
a  covered-in  pipe.  They  were  fortunately  dis- 
covered in  time  by  the  crew,  who  conveyed 
them  to  the  upper  deck,  and  restoratives  being 
applied  the  men  were  able  to  go  ashore  after  a 
little  time. 


A  MINUTE  FROM  THE  EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT. 

On  the  23rd  tilt.,  the  Educational  Department 
issued  a  minute  signed  by  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Education  rescinding  the  instruction  issued 
six  years  ago  which  forbade  the  officials  and 
teachers  of  schools  under  the  control  of  the  De- 
partment to  compile  and  public  text-books  for 
common  schools.  The  reason  for  this  minute 
seems  to  be  that  in  the  compilation  of  text  books, 
especially  on  commercial  and  scientific  subjects, 
specialists  are  required,  and  as  such  specialists 
are  mosllv  engaged  in  the  schools  under  the 
Education  Department  it  would  be  unwise  to 
forego  their  services  where  they  are  so  much 
required.   *   

SILK  IMPORTS  IN   THE  U.S. 

The  Imports  of  Raw  Silk  at  the  Ports  of  New 
York  and  the  Pacific  Coast,  during  November, 
1803,  were  : — 

Bales.  Lbs.  Dollar. 

New  Yo.k    257   ...     52.9O0  ...       232,. 04 

Pacific  Coast  Po.ls  2,564  ...  30'.370  ...  '.289,238 


VIOLENT  EARTHGtUAKE   IN  KAGOSHIMA. 

Telegraphic  intelligence  from  Kagoshima, 
published  in  the  Asahi  Shimbun,  states  that  a 
very  strong  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  in 
Kagoshima  on  the  24th  inst.  at  9I).  9m.  14s. 
p.m.  It  lasted  for  about  two  minutes,  and  much 
damage  was  done  to  stone  walls.  No  less  than 
ten  weaker  shocks  followed.  The  oscillation 
was  strongly  felt  in  Nagasaki  and  Kumamoto- 

RUMOURS  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

Yokohama  is  a  delightfully  credulous  place.  It 
swallows  the  most  indigestible  canards  without 
a  grain  of  salt.  Yesterday  everybody  was  talk- 
ing of  an  organized  attack  having  been  made 
upon  the  foreigners  in  Tokyo,  and  of  the  latter 
having  been  obliged  to  defend  themselves  with 
every  available  lethal  weapon.  That  folks  in 
this  Settlement  should  credit  the  possibility  of 
such  things  shows  only  how  very  little  they  know 
of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Japan. 


2,821  ...  414.27°  •■•  1  52I»342 
The  Imports  of  Waste,  etc.,  were  as  follows  : 

New  Yo,k    398  .«  129  300  ...  85,056 

Pacific  Coast  Potts      66...    23,100...       14  500 


464  ...  152,400  ...  99.616 


A  CALENDAR. 

Onic  of  the  prettiest  calendars  we  have  seen  for 
a  long  time  is  that  issued  by  Messrs.  Lane, 
Crawford  and  Company  this  New  Year.  It  is 
a  representation  of  a  lady  riding  in  a  sedan- 
chair  in  old-time  style.  The  chair  is  borne  by 
two    footmen  in  gorgeous  apparel,  and  from 


POINT  OTTER,  LAY  ISLAND,  BEACON  LIGHT. 

The  following  Notice  to  Mariners,  No.  280,  for 
the  Yangtze  River,  Kiukiang  District,  of  the 
China  Sea,  has  just  been  issued  from  the  Coast 
Inspector's  Office:— Notice  is  hereby  given  that 
the  Point  Otter,  Lay  Island,  Beacon  Light  has 
been  shifted  50  yards  S.  52°  W.  from  its  last 
position,  in  consequence  of  the  washing  away  of 
the  river  bank. 

MR.  LENZ. 

Mr.  Lenz,  the  American  bicyclist,  who  is  on  a 
tour  round  the  world,  has  passed  through  La- 
hore on  his  way  from  Calcutta  to  Kurrachee. 
He  has  found  the  Indian  roads  as  a  rule  excel- 
lent, and  encountered  no  serious  difficulties. 
From  Kurrachee  he  goes  through  Persia,  and 
on  to  Constantinople. 

POSTAL  MATTER. 

The  number  of  letters  passing  through  the  To- 
kyo post-offices  during  the  first  three  days  of 
the  present  year  was  exceptionally  large,  namely, 
401,084  on  the  1st,  501,443  on  the  2nd,  and 
471,690  on  the  3rd.  Last  year  the  greatest 
number  on  any  one  of  the  three  days  did  not 
exceed  380,000. 
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DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENT  A  77  WW. 

ON  Saturday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock  an 
Imperial  Rescript  was  issued  order- 
ing the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. That  this  step  would  follow, 
in  inevitable  sequence,  the  prorogation 
decreed  on  the  19II1  ultimo  and  repeated 
ten  days  later,  had  been  pretty  generally 
foreseen.  It  may  appear  perplexing  that 
a  sentence  of  fourteen  days  prorogation 
pronounced  one  day  should  prelude  an 
order  of  dissolution  issued  on  the  next. 
But  events  move  quickly  at  present  in 
Japan.  The  Cabinet  plainly  endeavoured 
by  every  possible  means  to  recall  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  a  sober 
frame  of  mind  and  to  a  sense  of  the 
gravity  of  the  situation.  During  the  first 
period  of  prorogation,  there  was  ample 
time  for  the  Opposition  to  weigh  their 
acts  and  to  withdraw  from  a  route  evid- 
ently destined  to  end  in  a  fatal  collision 
with  the  Government.  They  were  not 
left  in  any  doubt  as  to  the  SOVEREIGN'S 
will  or  as  to  the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
Ministers.  With  respect  to  the  former, 
they  had  the  guidance  of  the  Imperial 
Rescript  issued  on  the  24th  ultimo,  w.  ere 
the  EMPEROR  stated  in  unequivocal  terms 
that  the  foreign  policy  of  his  reign  was 
liberal  and  progressive,  and  that  anything 
tending  to  interrupt  the  consummation  of 
thatpolicy  would  beopposed  to  the  Imperial 
wishes.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  they  had 
the  indicationsfurnished  by  theactof  proro- 
gation, which  bore  evident  reference  to  their 
retrogressive  and  vexatious  proposal  to  en- 
force the  strict  letter  of  the  Treaties,  a 
proposal  not  only  threatening  to  seriously 
alienate  the  goodwill  of  Foreign  Powers, 
but  also  involving  for  its  enforcement  re- 
course to  measures  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  contrary  to 
theprinciples  of  civilization.  Nevertheless, 
the  Opposition  declined  to  be  turned  from 
their  purpose  either  by  the  EMPEROR'S 
declared  wishes  or  by  the  Cabinet's  re- 
solute attitude.  The  reassembly  of  the 
House  on  the  29th  ult.  saw  the  obnoxious 
proposal  introduced  once  more  for  discus- 
sion, and  saw  also  a  solid  phalanx  of 
members  prepared  to  support  it.  Whether 
it  would  have  passed  or  not,  must  now 
remain  uncertain.  But  there  can  be  little 
question  that  it  would  at  all  events  have 
obtained  votes  numerous  enough  to  convey 
a  false  impression  of  the  nation's  tea* 
mood,  and  to  invest  with  fictitious  im- 
portance the  petty  and  ungenerous  policy 
contemplated  by  the  Opposition.  Had 
the  Emperor  the  n  and  there  issued  an 
order  for  dissolution,  the  step  would  not 
have  been  premature.  But  it  was  pro- 
bably deemed  advisable  to  proceed  with 
the  utmost  deliberation  in  a  matter  of 
such  gravity.  A  bare  possibility  existed 
that  by  some  of  the  supporters  of  the 
measure  the  first  sentence  of  proroga- 
tion had  not  been  interpreted  as  directly 


due  to  their  action.  Further*,  there  evi- 
dently devolved  upon  the  Government  the 
duty  of  offering  a  full  exposition  of  its 
own  views  before  having  recourse  to  an 
extreme  method  of  asserting  them.  Hence, 
when  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
assembled on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  Mini- 
ster of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs  laid  be- 
fore it  an  exhaustive  and  lucid  statement 
of  the  Cabinet's  foreign  policy,  and  a 
strongly  reasoned  demonstration  of  the 
unwisdom  and  discredit  that  would  attach 
to  the  course  advocated  by  the  Opposition. 
A  full  translation  of  His  Excellency's 
speech  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  our 
columns.  It  is  a  remarkable  State  paper. 
The  nature  of  the  occasion  that  evoked  it 
must  be  regretted,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  solid  ground  for  congratulation  that 
the  Japanese  and  foreign  public  is  afforded 
access  to  such  an  unequivocal  present- 
ment of  the  motives  and  aspirations  by 
which  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Meiji  era 
has  been  directed  throughout.  The  key 
note  of  that  policy  may  be  summed-up  in 
the  principle  that  the  exercise  of  rights  in- 
volves a  corresponding  discharge  of  obliga- 
tions. Japan  has  set  herself  thedifficult  task 
of  emerging  from  her  geographical  situa- 
tion, and,  first  among  Oriental  States, 
entering  the  comity  of  Occidental  nations 
on  equal  terms.  To  accomplish  a  purpose 
on  the  threshold  of  which  she  encounters  a 
mass  of  traditional  prejudices  and  race  anti- 
pathies, she  has  to  show  before  every  thing 
that  she  recognises  and  is  prepared  to 
discharge  the  duties  imposed  by  the  posi- 
tion she  seeks.  She  cannot  withhold  from 
others  what  she  claims  to  receive  from 
them  herself,  neither  can  she,  by  bending 
to  the  strong  and  taking  advantage  of  the 
weak,  infringe  the  principles  of  equality 
by  which  she  aspires  to  benefit.  Profes- 
sions alone  will  not  serve  her.  She  must 
offer  practical  proofs  of  her  adhesion  to  the 
canons  governing  the  intercourse  of  Oc- 
cidental States,  and  in  view  of  the  unpre- 
cedented recognition  which,  as  an  Eastern 
nation,  she  asks  for,  those  proofs  must  be 
exceptionally  clear  and  conclusive.  She 
has  been  furnishing  them  steadily  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  but  the  whole  results 
of  her  labour  might  be  destroyed  in  a  mo- 
ment if,  on  the  eve  of  achieving  her  pur- 
pose, she  adopted  a  course  calculated  to 
reawaken  foreign  distrust,  and  to  re- 
suscitate the  prejudices  which  she  has 
now  almost  succeeded  in  dispelling. 
The  speech  of  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  makes  it  clear  that 
all  these  things  have  been  recognised 
from  the  outset  by  the  statesmen  of  the 
Meiji  era,  and  that  they  are  resolved  not 
to  suffer  the  nation  to  be  discredited,  or 
their  own  work  to  be  wrecked,  by  recourse 
to  a  policy  as  petty  and  vexatious  as  it 
would  be  futile  and  misleading.  The  pri- 
vileges which  foreigners  enjoy  in  this 
empire  over  and  above  Treaty  stipulations, 
are  not  concessions  wrested  from  Japan, 
neither  are  they,  as  the  Opposition  appear 


to  think,  indulgences  having  their  origin  in 
the  Government's  weakness  or  impru- 
dence. They  are  simply  evidences  of  the 
gradual  rapprochement  that  has  taken 
place  between  this  nation  and  the  Occident 
The  very  causes  that  conspire  to  render 
the  treaties  anachronous  and  unjust,  from 
Japan's  point  of  view,  have  also  worked  to 
make  their  strict  enforcement  incompatible 
with  relations  such  as  those  existing  be- 
tween her  and  foreign  peoples.  The 
isolation  that  was  easy  and  even  congenial 
to  her  at  the  time  of  concluding  the  Trea- 
ties, became  long  ago  irksome  and  dis- 
tasteful ;  the  barriers  that  foreigners  aad 
Japanese  were  then  willing  to  endure, 
have  for  years  been  growing  more  and 
more  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of 
their  intercourse.  To  revert  to  that 
isolation,  to  rebuild  those  barriers  would 
be  significant  of  much  more  than  the 
advocates  of  the  measure  seem  to  ap- 
preciate. The  Government,  however,  per- 
ceives the  full  meaning  of  the  step  and  is 
determined  to  oppose  it  by  every  lawful 
means.  It  is  certain,  of  course,  that  after 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  on  the  29th  ultimo,  after 
the  second  order  of  prorogation  on  the 
same  day,  and  after  the  issue  of  the  Im- 
perial Rescript  of  the  24th  ultimo,  the 
House  thoroughly  understood  the  Govern- 
ment's determination  and  the  EMPEROR'S 
will.  But  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  the  House  has  shown  itself 
altogether  insensible  to  the  dictates  of 
reason.  Every  one  of  its  acts  have  been 
swayed  by  party  passion  and  political 
ambition.  Nothing  seemed  capable  of 
checking  its  irresponsible  recklessness. 
To  entrust  to  such  a  House  the  discussion 
and  decision  of  a  question  affecting  the 
national  policy  of  the  whole  Meiji  era, 
would  have  been  an  ill-judged  and  un- 
statesmanlike  proceeding.  Hence,  when 
the  parties  forming  the  Opposition  showed, 
after  the  prorogation  of  the  29th,  no  dis- 
position to  re-considertheirattitude,  but  re- 
newed their  resolve  to  push,  after  the  New 
Year's  recess,  the  mischievous  measure  de- 
nounced by  the  Government  and  condemn- 
ed by  the  SOVEREIGN, noresource  remained 
but  dissolution.  We  can  not  foretell  what 
an  appeal  to  the  country  may  bring  forth, 
but,  at  all  events,  the  question  of  the  Em- 
pire's foreign  relations  will  now  receive 
attention  such  as  never  before  was  be- 
stowed on  it.  Meanwhile,  the  resolute  and 
enlightened  attitude  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment should  suffice  to  assure  foreigners 
that  no  retrogressive  or  illiberal  policy 
will  be  permitted,  and  that  the  SOVEREIGN 
and  the  Cabinet  may  be  trusted  to  main- 
tain the  policy  of  friendship  and  liberality 
in  accordance  with  which  the  country's  fo- 
reign intercourse  has  hitherto  been  shaped. 


The  Queen  has  promoted  Admiral  Sir  Anthony 
Hoskins  to  be  a  Knight  Giand  Cross  of  the  Bath, 
and  lias  confened  the  honour  of  K.C.B.  Upon 
Admiral  Sir  Michael  Culme  Seymour. 
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THK  "  CHISHIMA  "-"  RA  VENN  A  " 
QUESTIONS. 
 ♦  

WE  publish  elsewhere  the  Reply  of  the 
Minister  of  State  for  the  Navy  to  Dr. 
HATOYAMA'S  Questions  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  Chishima- Ravenna 
law-suit.     The    arguments   used   by  the 
Minister  seem  tousquite  conclusive.  There 
is  certainly  much  room  for  discussing  the 
propriety  of  a  law-court's  being  organized 
outside   Japan  as  an   integral  part  of  a 
judicial  system  established  by  Great  Britain 
on  account  of  a  treaty  obligation  discharge- 
able within  Japan.    Great  Britain  is  bound 
by  treaty  to  provide  a  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory substitute  for  the  jurisdiction  which 
she    has    incurred   the    responsibility  of 
exercising  in  Japan,  and  that  certainly  can 
not  be  called  a  satisfactory  substitute  which 
deprives  a  Japanese  suitor  of  the  privilege 
of  appeal  unless  he  travels  hundreds  of 
miles  across  the  seas  to  procure  it,  and 
exposes  him  to  a  denial  of  justice  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  follow  his  case  to  a 
foreign  country.     On  the  other  hand,  it 
may  fairly  be  claimed  that  no  Power  has 
provided  more  efficient  machinery  for  the 
discharge  of  her  judical  obligations  in  Japan 
than  Great  Britain,    and   that  access  on 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  Shanghai 
is,  in  effect,  an  additional  security  against 
miscarriages  of   justice.     Besides,  Japan 
herself  does  not  stand  in  an  unassailable 
position  with  regard  to  this  very  question. 
Her  own  arrangements  for°nhe  trial  of 
crimes  committed  by  her  subjects  in  China 
involve  a  difficulty  of  a  similar  nature  but 
much  less  defensible,  for  whereas  recourse 
to  the  British  tribunal  in  Shanghai  is  con- 
fined to  appeals  in  civil  cases,  grave  crimi- 
nal charges   against  Japanese  in  China 
have  to  be  tried  in  first  instance  in  Naga- 
saki.    At  all  events,  the  British  system 
by  which  the  Japanese  Minister  of  Marine 
shaped  his  procedure  in  the  Chishima-Ra- 
venna  suit  is  now  in   the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  its  existence  and  of  its  hitherto 
unquestioned  observance.    To  make  the 
Government's  present  compliance  with  it 
a  basis  for  sudden  impeachment  after  such 
a  long  period  of  silent  acquiesence,  must 
be  regarded  as  a  political  paroxysm  rather 
than  a  result  of  calm  reasoning. 

With  regard  to  the  point  on  which  Dr 
HATOYAMA  chiefly  relied  to  justify  his  ar 
raignment  of  the  Government — namely,  the 
association  of  the  Emperor  of  JAPAN  with 
the  suit— a  distinction  that  may  perplex 
foreign'  readers  is  made  by  (lie  Minister: 
it  is  denied  emphatically  lhat  the  SO- 
VEREIGN'S name  was  employed,  though  it 
is  admitted  that  His  MAJESTY'S  title  was 
used  by  counsel  in  the  course  of  the  argu 
ment.  No  one  has  ever  succeeded  in  dis- 
covering a  valid  objection  to  the  use  of  either 
name  or  title,  and  from  first  to  last  the 
framer  of  the  Questions  himself  has  care- 
fully avoided  any  attempt  to  formulate  a 
reason.  Conscious  lhat  romance  and  senti- 
ment do  not  lend  themselves  to  logical 


definition,  he  has  prudently  relied  on  the 
mystic  elements   of  sanctity  and  invio- 
lability that  attach  to  the  SOVEREIGN  in 
Japan,  and  has  trusted  that  the  Japanese 
would  feel,  though  they  might  not  under- 
stand,  the  sacrilege  of  associating  His 
MAJESTY  with  anything  so  common  as  a 
suit  at  law.     Practical,  matter-of-fact  Oc- 
cidentals, who  have  ceased  to  be  dazzled 
by  the  glamour  of  Thrones,  will  be  dis- 
posed to  imagine  that  no  serious  attention 
need  have  been  paid  to  such  a  complaint 
as  Dr.  HATOYAMA'S.     But  the  Minister  of 
State  for  the  Navy,  thinking  otherwise,  has 
been  at  some  pains  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  HIS  MAJESTY'S  name  was  never  used 
at  all,  and  that  his  title  was  not  employed 
in  any  pleadings  but  was  only  referred  to 
by  Counsel  in  the  course  of  argument.  At 
first  sight  some  suspicion  of  quibble  at- 
taches in  Western  eyes  to  this  distinction 
between  name  and  title.    It  is,  however, 
a  very  clearly  recognised  rule  of  etiquette 
in  Japan,  that  officials  of  very  high  stand- 
ing   above  all  the  SOVEREIGN,  are  never 
referred  to  by  name,  their  titles  alone  being 
as  far  as  possible  used.   In  Europe  too,  So 
vereigns  are    not    designated    by  their 
personal  names,  but  the  respect  paid  to 
such  a  canon  in  the  West  bears  no  com 
parison  with  the  strictness  of  its  observance 
in  Japan.    In  all  probability  Dr.  HATO- 
YAMA did  not  intend  to  intimate  that  the 
EMPEROR   was  referred  to  as   "  MUTSU- 
HITO"   in    the  course  of   the  Chishima- 
Ravenna  law-suit,  but  the  term  {pn-na)  em- 
ployed by  him  in  drafting  his  questions 
admitsof  no  other  construction,  and  he  thus 
laid  himself  clearly  open  to  the  correction 
he  has  received.     Altogether,  his  points 
possessed  only  academical  or  romantic 
interest,  and  were  easily  disposed  of. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the 
Minister  of  State  for  the  Navy  betrays,  in 
his  Reply,  a  disposition  to  throw  undue 
responsibility  on  the  Counsel  to  whom  the 
conduct  of  the  suit  was  entrusted.  Con- 
siderable latitude  must  of  course  be  left  to 
a  banister,  and  to  that  extent   he  may 
fairly  be  held   responsible.    But  in  the 
case    under    consideration    we    can  not 
forget    that    Counsel's    arguments  were 
adduced  twice,  in  ^virtually  the  same  form, 
at  an  interval  of  several    months.  Had 
there  been  anything  objectionable  in  their 
nature,  the  long  period  that  separated  their 
original  statement  before  the  Yokohama  tri- 
bunal from  their  repetition  in  the  Shanghai 
Court,  should  have  amply  sufficed  for  the 
Minister  to  formulate  his  objections.  That 
dilemma  can  be  disposed  of  only  by  con- 
tending that  the  arguments  were  not  open 
to  any  criticisms  such  as  Dr.  HATOYAMA'S, 
and  indeed  the  Minister  does  most  dis- 
tinctly make  that  allegation.    But,  at  the 
same  time,  there  runs  through  parts  of  his 
Reply  an  evident  implication  that  Counsel 
was  in  some  sense  blameworthy.    So  far 
from  anticipating  any  suggestion    of  the 
kind,  we  imagined  that   the  opportunity 
would  have  been  seized  by  the  Minister, 


not  merely  to  clear  himself,  but  also  to 
say    a  word  in   grateful   appreciation  of 
Counsel's  services.   Anyone  who  has  been 
in  a  position,  as   the   Minister  certainly 
was,  to  read  a  full  report  of  the  remarkably 
able  speech  delivered  Sy  the  Government's 
leading  Counsel  before  the  Shanghai  Court, 
must  have  been  struck  by  the  extensive 
research,  admirable  marshalling  of  facts, 
and   closeness   of  reasoning  it  displays. 
That  it  deserved  frank  approval  is  beyond 
question.     Yet  the   Minister  speaks  as 
though  he  shrank  from  being  associated 
with  such  an  effort  of  forensic  skill.  We 
fear  that  this  ungracious  incident  will  not 
encourage   foreigners  to  put  forth  their 
strength   on   Japan's  behalf.    It  will,  on 
the  contrary,  help  to  confirm  the  unhappy 
impression  that  a  foreigner  must  not  look 
for  credit  in  this  country,  whatever  danger 
he  may  run  of  receiving  discredit.  His 
achievements  are  too  apt  to  be  appro- 
priated by  others,  his  failures  alone  to  be 
placed  to  his    account.     The  tendency 
now-a-days   is   to  dispense   with  the  fo- 
reigner as  far  as  possible,  but  the  story 
of  this  Chishima-Ravenna  case  leads  us  to 
think  that  though  his  services  as  an  ex- 
pert be  no  longer  valued,  a  new  role  may 
perhaps  be  found  for  him  in  the  capacity 
of  a  convenient  scape-goat. 


CHINA'S  RAILWAYS. 


THE  general    public  knows  only  one 
Chinese  railway,  namely,  the  line  that 
connects  Tientsin  with  Tong-ku,  near  the 
mou  th  of  the  Peiho,  and  extends  to  Kung- 
chow,  at  the  Kaiping  coal  mines.  Thence 
the  road  has  been  carried  as  far  as  Shan- 
haikwan,  and   work  is  also  in  progress 
beyond    the    Great    Wall,   the  objective 
point  being  Kwanchinsa,  whence  a  system 
of  strategical  lines  is  to  be  pushed  out  for 
establishing    communications   with  Man- 
churia.   But  of  the  railway  on  the  northern 
side  of  Kungchow,  very  little  is  known. 
Indeed    by    the    Chinese    themselves  a 
nominal  distinction  is  made  between  the 
Tientsin-Kungchow  and  the  Kungchow- 
Shanhaikwau  sections,  the   former  being 
called  the  China  Merchants'  line,  and  the 
latter  the  Imperial  Railway.    The  signi- 
ficance of  this  distinction  is  that  the  road 
from  Tientsin  to  the  coal  mines  of  Kaiping 
was  constructed  for  the  ordinary  purposes 
of  a  railway,  namely,  to  carry  passengers 
end   goods,  whereas  the  line   passing  to 
the  north  of  the  mines  is  a  military  enter- 
prise, intended  to  bring  Manchuria  within 
strategical   reach  of  China  proper.  The 
so-called  "  Imperial  Railway  "  might  more 
correctly  be  described  as  the  Li  line,  for 
it  virtually  owes  its  inception  and  con- 
tinued   construction   to    the    sagacity  of 
the  great  Viceroy.    It  would  appear  that 
the  Chinese  in  general  pay  no  attention 
whatever  to  Manchuria,  nor  ever  reckon 
the  contingencies  connected  with  a  Rus- 
sian  occupation    of   that   important  and 
valuable  district.    Many  of  them  feel  far 
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from  well  disposed  towards  the  birthplace 
of  the  ruling  dynasty  of  Tartars,  and  would 
be   rather   pleased   than    otherwise  were 
Manchuria  to  fall  into  foreign  hands.  Not 
so  the  Viceroy  Li,  however.     He  under 
Stands  the  immense  strategical  value  of 
Manchuria,    and    perceives    that  failing 
vigorous    measures   on   China's    part  to 
maintain  her  hold  on  the  place,  its  ultimate 
absorption  into  Russia's  dominion  is  a  fore- 
gone conclusion.    Hence  his  overshadow- 
ing influence   is  employed   to   push  the 
building  of  a  railway  by  which  troops  can 
be  thrown  forward  to  occupy  Manchuria. 
The  project  is  still  far  from  completion. 
Something  like   twelve  or  fifteen  years 
would    be    required    to    finish    the  road 
at  the  present  rate   of  construction,  but 
tin-  Viceroy  is  expected  to  devise  means 
of    greatly    accelerating    the    work,  for 
certainly    his     ideas    outrun     any  such 
leisurely  method  of  procedure.     It  is  not, 
however,  of  the  so-called  "  Imperial  Rail- 
way "  that  we  set  out  to  speak,   but  of 
the     commercial    line     from     the  coal 
mines  to  Tientsin,   and  especially  of  the 
section    between    the    latter   place  and 
Tong-ku.    The  road  has  now  existed  and 
been  worked  safely  for  a  period  sufficient 
to  prove  that  national  conservatism  does 
not  reserve  for  it  a  fate  such  as  that  which 
overtook  the  pioneer  line  from  Shanghai 
to  Woosung.     It  is  in   every  respect  a 
rough  example  of  railway  construction,  but 
the  work  is  evidently  sound  and  solid,  and 
of  course  no  one  thinks  of  finding  fault 
with  engineering  sagacity  that  sought  to 
popularize  this  great  factor  of  civilization 
by  making  its  first  example  as  inexpensive 
as  possible  for  China.    Perhaps,  too,  some 
idea  of  the  fitness  of  things  influenced  the 
directors  of  the  work,  for  a  road  with  well 
squared  sleepers,  gravel  ballast,  handsome 
stations,  and  comely  fencing  would  be  quite 
incongruous  with  the  bleak  expanses  of 
muddy  flatness,  the  squalid  villages,  and 
the  general  evidences  of  grime  and  in- 
digence that  environ  the  line  throughout 
its  whole  length.    The  stations,  indeed, 
have  suffered  over  much  from  economical 
exigencies:  there  is  not  a. waiting  room 
such  as  would  satisfy  even  third-class  pas- 
sengers in   England  or  America.    As  for 
the  rolling  stock,  its  case  is  still  worse. 
The   first-class   carriages   are   not  com- 
parable   with    the  second-class  cars  on 
Japanese  lines  :  they  are,  in  fact,  an  in- 
ferior kind  of  third-class    car  with  cor- 
respondingly  inferior  cushions.    But  the 
fares  are  emphatically  cheap  :  one  travels 
from  Tientsin  to  Tong-ku,  a  distance  of 
27  miles,  for  50  cents  first    class,  and 
25  cents  second  class — there  is  no  third 
class,  there  could  not  be,  for  the  so-called 
"second  "gets  as  low   as  is  conceivable 
in  the  scale  of  discomfort.  Correspond- 
ing fares  on    the  Tokyo-Yokohama  line 
would  be  2>Asen  ^rs^  class,  as  against  the 
present  60  sen,  and  17   sen  third  class, 
as  against  the  present  20  sen.    The  speed 
is  about  the  same  on  the  two  lines,  viz.,  89 


minutes  for  the  27  miles  between  Tientsin 
and  Tong-ku,  and  55  minutes  for  the  18 
miles  bel  ween  Yokohama  and  Tokyo,  the 
Japan  line  having  an  advantage    of  only 
one   third    of    a    minute    per  mile.  But 
the  rate  is  not    sustained  on    the  Chi 
nese  road   beyond  the   Tientsin- Tong-ku 
section,  for  the  total  length  of  94.7  miles 
requires  6  hours  38  minutes  to  traverse, 
which  means  only  14.^  miles  per  hour.  It 
has  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  line 
with  the  exception   of  the  above-named 
section,  is  used   almost  entirely   for  the 
carriage  of  coal,  so  that  a  slow  rate  of 
travel  is  quite  natural.    Very  remarkable 
is  the  disorder  that  prevails  at  the  stations 
and   the   general   laxness   that  seems  to 
pervade  the  traffic  management.    A  notion 
exists,  whetherwellor  ill-founded  we  donot 
pretend  to  say,  that  even  the  ticket-seller  is 
watching  for  an  opportunity  to  "squeeze." 
Not  infrequently  one  hears  an    "  old  re- 
sident," presumably  instructed  by  experi- 
ence, accompany  the  tenderof  his  dollarwith 
a  caution  against  any  attempt  to  "  chisel." 
The  scene  at  a  terminal  point  on  the  arri- 
val or  departure  of  a  train  is  one  of  th< 
greatest  confusion.     Access  to  the  plat 
form  is  free  to  every  one,  there  being  no 
wickets,  nor  any  attempt  to  exclude  non 
passengers.     The  consequence  is  that  a 
mob  of  coolies,  filthily  clothed  and  in  every 
respect  objectionable,  invade  the  platform 
fight  over  the  traveller's  luggage,  obstruct 
his  path   to  or  from   the  carriages,  and 
create  a  perfect  pandemonium  out  of  which 
emergence  is  hopeless  without  some  ex- 
penditure of  small  coin.    In  Japan  no  rail- 
way official  will  accept  money  for  services 
rendered  to  a  passenger,  and  all  officials 
are  at  all    times   ready  to    render  such 
services.    In  China  the  traveller  cannot 
get  anything  done    without    paying  for 
it,  and  the  most  difficult  thing  to  find  on 
a  Chinese   railway  is  a  railway  official. 
The  line  being  an  accomplished  fact,  every 
Chinaman  in  its  vicinity  tries  to  find  his 
account  in  it,  and  when  a  Chinaman  engages 
in  inducing  other  folks  to  part  with  their 
money,  he  develops  a  pertinacity  that  can- 
not be  too  much  admired.    The  outcome 
of  all  these  special  conditions  is  that  rail- 
way travelling  in  China  produces  an  un- 
wholesome impression  of  disorgazination, 
scrambling,   discomfort,   and  slovenliness 
which   are  precisely  the  disagreeabilities 
that  one  expects  to  avoid  by  such  a  method 
of  progression.  The  Middle  Kingdom's  first 
railway  is  not  a  model  except  as  regards 
solidity  and  economy  of  construction. 


A  POSSIBILITY. 




npHE  public  haslearned  thatterrible  con- 
•f-  tingencies  are  possible  in  our  inter- 
course with  China.  Both  last  year  and  the 
year  before,  fierce  mobs  suddenly  de- 
veloped proportions  that  apparently  de- 
fied the  resources  of  Chinese  constituted 
authority,  and  cruel  murders  of  fo- 
reigners were  the  result.    Obviously  such 


experience!    may    be    repeated    at  any 
moment.      Then:  is  little  if  any  security 
against  their  recurrence.  Some  folks  main- 
tain that  if  the  Chinese  Government  were 
really  earnest  in  its  efforts  to  protect  fo- 
reigners and  to  check  displays  of  lawless- 
ness, life  and    property  would    soon  be 
quite  safe.    But  such  a  faith  is  hard  to 
hold  by.     Mobs  are  everywhere  beyond 
the  control  of  the  powers  ordinarily  avail- 
able for  the  preservation  of  peace.  In 
England,  in  Germany,  in   France,  and  in 
America  when  people  combine  to  effect 
their  purpose  by  the  strength  of  masses, 
it  is  invariably  seen  that  before  they  can 
be  effectually  curbed,  outrages  are  possible 
which  vary  in  degree  rather  according  to 
the  mood  of  the  mob  than  according  to  the 
competence  of  the  police  and  military  to 
restrain  them.     Security  really  consists, 
not  in  the  thoroughness  of  official  organi- 
zations, but  in  the  reluctance  of  civilized 
men   to  seek   redress  or  to  assert  their 
views  by  brute  force.     The  absence  of 
factors  making  for  mob   violence  rather 
than  the  provision  of  means  to  overcome 
it    after    it    has    arisen,   is    the    aim  of 
wise    administrators.      In    China,  unfor- 
tunately, such  factors  are  perpetually  at 
work.    Instead  of  a   pacifying  influence 
proceeding  from  above  downwards,,  the 
educated  classes  are  the  chief  propagand- 
ists of  anti-foreign  turbulence.    It  is  from 
the  literati  that  emanate  the  pamphlets, 
the  placards,  and  the  cartoons  which  teach 
the  lower  orders  to  regard  the  foreigner 
as  a  mischievous  and  malignant  demon, 
to  be  extirpated  or  to  be  succumbed  to. 
And  the  literati  have  always  a  good  case, 
since  they  pose  as  the  champions  of  the 
country's  traditional  faith  against  the  in- 
vasion of  an  alien  creed.    Many  of  them, 
perhaps  the  great  majority,  must  be  credit- 
ed with  sincerity.     Our  own  nationals, 
under  similar  circumstances,  would  doubt- 
less exhibit  equal  zeal  in  defence  of  the 
faith  of  their  fathers,  and  equal  bigotry  in 
their  opposition  to  a  foreign  faith  the  pro- 
pagandists of  which  force  their  way  into 
the  country  under  the  protection  of  so- 
called  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce. 
The  literati  appeal  to  an  audience  naturally 
and  reasonably  sympathetic,  for  it  must 
be    remembered  that  the  missionary  in 
China  represents  the  foreigner  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people.     Not  the  trader  but  the 
missionary  exercises  to  their  limits  the 
privileges  accorded  by  treaty.    The  foreign 
merchant  does  not  reside  in  the  interior. 
His  business  sphere  is  at  the  open  ports. 
He  comes  little,  if  at  all,  into  contact  with 
the  masses.     It  is  the  missionary  that 
the  people  see.    It  is  of  the  missionary's 
work  alone  that  they  have  intimate  know- 
ledge.   Christian   propagandism  they  re- 
gard as  the  main  purpose  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, and  Christianity,  as  the  literati 
depict  it,  doubtless  in  good  faith,  is  an 
evil    creed,  based  on   superstitions  and 
inculcating  unfilial  and  demoralizing  doc- 
trines,    It  results  that  influences  which 
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ought  to  be  exercised  in  the  cause  of  law 
and  order,  and  are  so  exercised  in  other 
countries,  operate  in  China  to  defy  the  law 
and  disturb  order.     We  cannot  wonder 
that,  under  such  sinister  circumstances, 
the  Mandarins  and  local  magistrates  fad 
to  check  or  prevent  fatal  exhibitions  of 
mob  violence.    Whether  they  employ  to 
the  full  their  available  resources  is  a  ques 
tion   variously   answered   by  various  ob- 
servers.   Many  answer  it  emphatically  in 
the  negative,  and  we  suspect  that  they  are 
right,  for,  after  all,  when  it  comes  to  saving 
one  or  two  aliens  at  the  cost  of  several 
Chinese  and  probably  at  the  cost  of  such 
local  unpopularity  as  to  render  subsequent 
retention  of  office  impossible,  a  Mandarin 
who  did  not  hesitate  would  be  more  than 
human.    A  similar  consideration  applies 
to  the  case  of  the  Central  Government 
Perhaps  if  the  Government  openly  identifi- 
ed itself  with  Christianity  and  shrank  from 
no  means  of  protecting  its  propagandists, 
mob  violence  would  ultimately  be  crushed. 
But  there  is  a  "perhaps"  in  the  matter, 
especially  when,  as  in  China's  case,  the 
administration  is  in  the  hands  of  an  alien 
dynasty  which  has  never  thoroughly  suc- 
ceeded in  engrafting  itself  upon  the  na- 
tional stock.     At  all  events,  no  Govern- 
ment could  reasonably    be  expected  to 
invite  such  a  crisis.    We  cannot  expect 
from  China  heroic  displays  of  liberalism 
and  magnanimity   seeing    that  we  treat 
her  in  most  respects  as  a  semi-barbarous 
Power.    The  situation  plainly  bristles  with 
complications.    Everybody's  efforts  should 
be  directed  to  the  prevention  not  the  sup- 
pression of  violence.    That  is  the  r61e  to 
which  the  Representative  of  even  the  grea 
test  Western  State  must  resign  himself  in 
ordinary  times.  We  do  not  see  what  course 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister,  for 
example,  can  prudently  pursue  except  to 
organize  every  possible  means  of  watching 
for  indications  of  danger  with  the  view  of 
averting  its  outbreak.  In  such  a  programme 
he  should  be  able  to  count  on  the  coope- 
ration of  his  nationals,  especially  of  the 
missionaries,  who,  in  the  vast  majority  of 
cases,  are   the   proximately  exacerbating 
cause.    But  it  is  plain  that  the  missionaries 
have  not  recognised  this  duty  to  the  full 
They  allow  themselves  to  be  represented  in 
the  local  foreign  press  by  men  who,  what- 
ever title  to  a  hearing  their  learning  and 
length   of  residence   may   confer,  betray 
harshness  of   judgment,  intolerance,  and 
incendiary  tendencies  equally  discreditable 
to  their  cloth  and  inconsistent  with  the 
liberty  they  claim.    Worse  even  than  that 
they  sometimes  take  steps  designed  ap- 
parently for  the  express  purpose  of  pro 
voicing  disasters.  The  scheme  of  the  Swed 
ish  mission  at  Kwaihwai-ching,  beyond  th 
Great  Wall  in  a  region  near  the  borders  of 
Mongolia,  is  a  flagrant  example.  There 
have  been  sent  to  that  remote  region  twenty 
Swedish   women  of  various  ages,  several 
of  them  possessing  conspicuous  personal 
attractions.    It  does  not  appear  that  these 


THE  "JIYU-TO"  AND  STRICT  EN- 
FORCEMENT OF  THE 
TREATIES. 
 ■+  

AN  article  in  the  Jiyu  newspaper,  of 
which  we  publish  a  full  translation  else- 
where, contains  a  very  interesting  expose 
of  the  attitude  of  the  principal  political 
party  in  the  empire  with  regard  to  the 
question    of    strict    enforcement    of  the 
Treaties.     It  will  be  observed  that  the 
Jiyu-to  carefully  avoid  any  declaration  of 
distinct  opposition  to  strict  enforcement, 
so  far  as  the  measure  itself  is  concerned. 
They  could  not,  indeed,  take  any  other 
line,  because  the  doctrine  of  strict  enforce- 
ment is  only  another  way  of  stating  the 
principle  of  faithful  observance,  and  every 
international  compact  is  of  course  con- 
cluded on  the  hypothesis  that  both  the 
contracting  parties  will  comply  carefully 
with   its   provisions   and   that  each  will 
insist  on  the  other's  compliance.    But  the 
Jiyu-to  advance   an   unanswerable  argu- 
ment when  they  assert  the  impossibility 
of  advocating  in  one  breath  revision  of  the 
existing  Treaties  as  unjust  and  anomalous, 
and  insisting  in  the  next  on  their  strict 
enforcement.     Into  such  a  self-stult.fymg 
y. impasse  would  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  and  Ins 
cannot  protect  them   against  the  prying  feil6w_(jiinkera  iead   the  thoughtless  ma- 
eyes  of  curious  Chinese.    Every  one  18  .;     jn  the  House  Gf  Representatives.  In 
entitled  to  lead  the  life  of  a  martyr.    n|ese  Lhe  session  of   ^91-92  the  House  passed 
poor  girls  must  be  allowed  to  mortify  their  |      Addregs  tQ  U)e  THRONE,  declaring  its 
flesh  if  they  please.    For  our  own  Part- Lmphalic  COnviction  that  the  Treaties  now 
we  think  that  a   strait  waistcoat,  or    a  in  force  impair  lhe  nation's  dignity,  impede 
twelvemonth  in  the  penitentiary  would  be  |  progresS|  are  entirely  unsuit- 

the  only  becoming  recompense  for  tlie  Ld  to  Japan's  presentcondition,  and  ough1 
culpable  individual  whose  money  supports  ^  ^  ^..^  a  day>s  delay.  Yet 

them,  and  for  the  still  more  culpable  per-  ^  sfeM;6n.  the  same  House 

sons  who  brought  them  out.  But  larger  I 
considerations  present  themselves  in  con 
nection  with  the  question  whether  any  one 
is  entitled  to  plant  a  community  of  Euro- 
pean  women  under  such  circumstances  in 
a  remote  region  of  the  Chinese  empire. 
May  we  not  at  any  moment  receive  from 


girls  have   any   special    competence  for 
the    work    of   Christian  propagandism 
Enthusiasm  t  is    their    one  qualification. 
They    know   little    if    anything    of  the 
Chinese  language.    They  never  preached 
religious  doctrine   in  their  own  country. 
Their   idea,    seemingly,    is   to   have  re- 
course to    revivalist   methods.    We  hear 
of  them,  dressed  in  Chinese  costume,  go- 
ing out  into  the  grimy  alleys  of  sordid, 
toil-worn  Chinese  cities,  and  there  thrum- 
ming on   guitars  and   singing  hymns,  a 
spectacle  as  grotesque  as  it  is  incompre 
hensible  to  the  people.    The  most  terrible 
part  of  the   story   is  its   practical  side 
These  girls  receive  an  annual  allowance 
of  200  dollars.    Out  of  that  pittance  they 
must  contribute  20  dollars  each  to  provide 
a  house.    There  remains  to  them,  there- 
fore, for  purposes  of  sustenance  and  cloth- 
ingi'a  pittance  of  15  dollars  monthly.  The 
misery  to  which  they  are  thus  condemned 
is  imaginable.    The  luxury  of  a  genial  fire 
they  cannot  know  ;  we  hear  of  them  club- 
bing their  pitiful  mites  to  contrive  a  united 
coffee-drinking   once  a  week;  and  even 
the  privacy  so  dear  to  a  modest  woman  >n 
the  West  is  denied   to  them,  since  the 
paper  fronts  of  their  wretched  dwellings 
cannot  protect  them   against  the  prying 


seemed  to  be  on  the  verge  of  passing  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  steps  should 
be  taken  to  secure  the  strict  enforcement 
of  these  same  obnoxious  compacts.  No- 
thing could  be  more  contradictory.  The 
.Jiyu-to  behave  with  proper  consistency 
noment  receive  from  as  the  chief  promoters  of  last  ses- 

Kwaihwai-ching  news  of  a  catastrophe  tha  I  Addresg)  ^  refuse  tQ  have  any. 

would  revolt  the  whole  civilized  woild  thing  to  do  with  this  session's  Representa- 
Have  reckless  enthusiasts   the    smallest  I  DoubtieSs  the  supporters  of  the 

right  to  endanger  international  relations  Rep!.esentali0n  wjH  claim  that  their  motive 
by  offering  such  an  incentive  to  rapine  and  I  advocaling  stric£  enforcement  is,  not 
outrage?  It  is  true  that  Swedish  sub- 1  jmpart  a  character  of  permanency  to  the 
jects  alone  are  directly  concerned.    But  if  nt  Treaties,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 

twenty  Swedish  ^irls  were  overtaken  by  a  I  eiidei.  th...  operation  so  irksome  to  fo- 
late such  as  befel  the  Sisters  at  Tientsin  in  reigners  that  the  latter  will  become  in  their 
!87o  could  helpless  Sweden  be  left  to  I  supplicants  for  revision.  That.wemay 
vindicate  treaty  privileges  and  civilized  I  ^  .g  ^  fche  constituencies  will  be 
liberty  single-handed?  Besides,  this  >s  toldi  and  lUs  not  to  be  denied  that  such  a 
not  a  question  of  one  nation  or  another.  | 
It  is  a  question  of  twenty  European  women 
deliberately  banished  to  a  life  of  useless 


notion  has  won  for  the  strict-enforcement 
■  programme  a  considerable   part    of  the 
.liberately  banished  to  a  life  of  ^eless  favour  it  enjoys.  Buttherearetwopart.es 
suffering  and  exposed  to  perils  the  thought  lo  ^  contract.    If  Japan   insists  on 
of  which  makes  one  shudder.    Whoamong|.  Aown  to  the  strict  Jet- 


foe  sternest  sticklers  for  treaty  privi- 
leges will  defend  such  cruel  recklessness? 
Should  a  day  of  heavy  reckoning  come 
for  China,  it  will  be  well  to  remember  what 
manner  of  folks  were  engaged  writing  up 
the  accounts  on  the  foreign  side. 


,  every  contract.  11  japan 
tying  foreigners  down  to  the  strict  let- 
ter of  the  Treaties,  she  must  herself 
be  prepared  to  be  held  to  their  provi- 
sions with  equal  rigour;  and  we  invite  her 
calmly  to  reflect  whether  the  indignities 
she  suffers  as  a  nation  through  deprivation 
of  her  sovereign  rights  of  tariff  and 
judicial  autonomy  can  be  compared  for  a 
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moment  with  any  inconvenience  to  which 
she  might  subject  a  handful  of  foreigners 
living  within  her  borders.    That  is  an  as- 
pect of  the  question  which  cannot  be  too 
clearly  impressed  upon  the  constituencies 
The  only   persons   for  whom  Japan  can 
make   tilings   unpleasant   by    an  illibera 
interpretation  of  the  Treaties  are  the  fo 
reign  residents.    What  would   be  gained 
by    that?    The    foreign    residents  have 
ceased  to  be  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  path 
of  Treaty  Revision.     It  is  true  that  a  sec- 
tion of  them  remain  implacably  opposed 
to  placing    themselves    under  Japanese 
jurisdiction.      But    the   Governments  of 
Europe  and  America  long  ago  recognised 
that  deference  cannot  be  paid  to  the  pre- 
judices of  these  conservatives,  upon  whom 
neither  the  passage  of  time  nor  the  logic 
of  events  exercises  any  softening  influence. 
In  short,  they  no  longer  count  as  an  ap- 
preciable factor  in  the  situation,  and  no- 
thing could  be  more  futile  or  misdirected 
than  an  effort  on  Japan's  part  to  make 
them  lower  their  arms.  They,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  be  the  first  to  rejoice  over  such 
an  effort,  perceiving,  as  all  must  perceive, 
that  its  effect  would  be,  not  to  promote 
Japan's  purpose,  but  to  re-awaken  foreign 
distrust  and  thus  thrust  her  back  from  the 
goal   she   seeks   to  attain.    Who  among 
rational  folks  could  be  persuaded  to  be- 
lieve for  a  moment  that  Treaty  Revision 
and  the  complete  opening  of  the  country 
were  the  objects  of  a  measure  proposed  by 
men  avowedly  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  foreigners  into  the  interior?  Japanese 
politicians  will  do  well  to  note  the  charac- 
ter that  this  movement  must  assume  in 
foreign  eyes.    It  emanates  from  the  Dai 
Nippon  Kyokai;  in  other  words,   from  a 
society   formed   for  the   sole  purpose  of 
postponing  indefinitely  the  opening  of  the 
country.    Without  the  complete  opening 
of  the  country  Japan  can  never  recover 
her  tariff  and  judicial  autonomy.  Treaty 
Revision  and  the  complete  opening  of  the 
country  are  indissolubly  associated.  Fail- 
ing the  latter,  the  former  is  wholly  out  of 
the  question.    Yet  the  opponents  of  open- 
ing the  country  now  come  forward  with  a 
measure  which  the)'  have  the  assurance  to 
recommend  as  a  means  of  hastening  Treaty 
Revision.    The   people   of  the  Occident 
must  be  credited  with  some  fragments  of 
reasoning  capacity.     They    are    not  so 
hopelessly  fatuous  as  to  imagine  that  an 
extremely  illiberal  measure  proposed  by 
the    advocates    of     international  isola- 
tion can  be  prompted    by  a  liberal  de- 
sire to  promote  international  intercourse. 
From  the  moment  that  men  like  Messrs. 
Abei  Hankon,  Inagaki  Shimesu,  Arai 
SHOGO,  and  Ol  KENTARO  figure   as  the 
advocates  of   strict  enforcement  of  the 
Treaties,  there  ceases   to  be    the  least 
room  for  conceiving  that  the  aim  of  the 
proposal  is  to  further  a  practicable  scheme 
of  Treaty  Revision.    Yet  no  other  plea 
can  redeem  the  measure  from  utter  bad- 
ness.    Japanese  politicians,  we  [repeat, 


had  better  understand  distinctly  the  li^ht 
in   which  this  proposal  will  inevitably  be 
regarded  by  Western  nations.     If  it  ema- 
nated from  a  party  like  the  Jiyu-to,  which 
the  foreign  public  associates  with  honest 
pursuit  of  Treaty  Revision,  it  might  be 
counted  a  means  to  that  end.  Emanating 
from  the  opponents  of  mixed  residence,  it 
cannot  be  considered  otherwise  than  as  a 
reversion  to  old-time  habits  of  anti-foreign 
conservatism,  a  morbid  attempt  to  make 
things  as  unpleasant  as  possible  for  the 
stranger  within  Japan's  gates.      In  the 
presence  of  such  a  disposition,  supposing 
that  it  receives  endorsement  from  the  re- 
presentatives to  be  presently  elected  by 
the  constituencies,  Western  Governments 
will  never  consent  to  recognise  Japan's 
claims  to  equal   treatment.      They  will 
most  assuredly  infer  her  relapse  into  the 
mood   that  necessitated   the  restrictions 
embodied  in  the  present  Treaties.  The 
result,   then,  will   simply   be   to   fix  still 
more  tightly  upon  Japan  the  fetters  which 
she  has  been  trying  so  long  and  so  earn- 
estly to  break.     In  this   most  important 
juncture  the  Jiyu-to  show  themselves  the 
true  friends  of  their  country,  and  it  is  re- 
assuring to  think  that  their  voices  will  be 
raised  clearly   at   the  polls  to  enlighten 
Japanese   electors   as    to  the  disastrous 
national  consequences  of  the  policy  pro- 
posed by  a  section  of  the  Opposition  in 
the  Lower  House. 


MR.  Mursu  ON  THE  FOREIGN 
POLICY  OF  JAPAN. 
♦ 

The  following  is  a  full  translation  of  the 
speech  delivered  by  H.E.  Mr.  Mtllsu,  Minihter 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  Fl  id  ay  last : — 

(J1JNT4.KMKN,— It  aff.iick  in,-  pleasure  la  be  pie- 
sent  herd  to-day  10  declare  the  com se  of  foreign 
policy  of  the  Government,  And  to  explain  to  you 
how  the  pi  ogi  ess  of  llie  Einpil  e  has  been  influenced 
and  how  the  welfare  of  the  people  has  been  in- 
Cieased  by  the  enlightened  and  pingiessive  policy 
of  opening  (lie  country  which  has  1, em  the  fu 
datum  of  this  nation's  aims  and 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE  MISSION  TO  SEAMEN. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —Kindly  pet  mil  me,  thiough  the  medium 
of  your  columns,  to  tendei  the  coi  dial  thanks  of  all 
llie  sailois  who  participated  in  the  Christinas  en- 
tei  tainmenls  at  the  Seamen's  Mission  on  (he 
evenings  of  the  261I1  and  3oi,y.f  December,  to  the 
undermentioned  contributors  to  the  Entertain 
"lent  Fund,  viz.: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  MowaM,  Captain 

Tiliple,  Mis.   Allen,  Mis.  Ti 

M.S.  W.  B.  Walter,  Mr.  Si  em  per,  Mis.  Fiasei, 
Mis.  E.  J.  Moss,  Mrs.  Vincent,  Miss  Heron,  Mis. 
Harrison,  Miss  Guffin,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mis.  Boith- 
wick,  A.  Friend,  ReV.  F.  S.  Rvde,  Mrs.  G.  Sale 
Mis.  Balk,  Mrs.  Cii.tis,  Mr.  Watson,  Mi.  Batche- 
lor,  Captain  Hodnett,  Mis.  Clausen,  Mrs.  Sale, 
Captain  Effoi-d,  A.  Fiieod,  Mis.  Rickett,  Mrs. 
Stokes,  A.  Blnff  Resident,  Mr.  Conradi,  Mrs. 
Claike,  Mr.  Matthews*,  Mr.  Kipling,  Mr.  Keil, 
Messrs.  Lane,  Ciawfoid  &  Co.,  Medi-ya  &  Co. 
Kelly  &  Walsh,  Laffin  &  Co.,  I.angfeldt  &  Co,, 
Strachan  &  Co.,  Goodenough  &  Co.,  Cm  now  & 
Co.,  Club  Hotel.  Besides  a  large  amount  in  kind, 
seventy  dollars  in  cash  was  received  and  disbui  sed. 

Peimit  me  also  to  conect  the  statement  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  2nd,  lefeiiing  to  the  Christmas  Ship 
Entertainment  on  the  Dec.  30th  at  the  Seamen's 
Mission.  "  A  goodly  number  of  blue- jackets 
petty  officers,  and  a  few  Mei  chant  Seamen  were 
present."  Theie  were  fifty-two  Merchant  Seamen 
and  foity  blue  jackets  From  the  Ameiicau  and 
English  men  of  war  present. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  courtesy, 
I  am,  yours  faithfully,        W.  T.  AUSTEN, 
Seamen's  Chaplain, 


The  War  Office  lias  decided  to  re-arm  the  whole 
of  the  Aitillery  Volunteer  Corps,  numbering  over 
forty-one  thousand  men,  with  the  Martini- Henry 
carbine,  Mark  No.  II.,  replacing  the  Snider  car- 
bines which  the  men  have  retained  for  so  many 
years  after  the  Infantry  Volunteers  have  been 
armed  with  the  better  weapon.  Commanding 
officers  have  been  directed  to  demand  the  new 
carbines  to  the  extent  of  the  enrolled  strength  of 
their  corps;  and  the  change  is  to  be  completed,  if 
possible,  by  March  31. 


Ollll  • 

aspn  at  ions  ever 

since  the  Restoration.  I  also  desire  to  explain 
what  lelaliniA  the  question  pending  in  the  House 
to-day  and  the  spirit  of  the  projects  connected  with 
it,  beat  to  the  piogiessive  policy  of  opening  the 
country,  and  I  wish  tu  obtain  your  just  judgment 
on  the  whole  matter. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Soveieigu's  auspi- 
cious reign,  His  Majesty,  aftei  inaluie  consideia- 
lion,  decided  to  adopt  the  policy  of  opening  (he 
countiyas  a  fundamental  pi inciple  of  Stale  pro- 
cedure. At  that  time,  the  venerable  statesmen  who 
seived  in  His  Majesty's  Cabinet  showed  enliie 
obedience  to  His  Majesty's  wise  decision,  and  ever 
since  they  have  not  (alleied  an  iota  in  maintaining 
and  upholding  that  national  policy,  despite  the 
numerous  difficulties  they  have  encountered. 

Gentlemen — I  invite  your  attention  to  the  Im- 
pel ial  Resciipt  issued  at  the  beginning  of  the  eta 
of  the  Restoration,  and  10  the  01  dei  s  issued  by  the 
Government  of  the  lime,  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  that  Impei  ial  Rescript.  All  iinpoi  taut  re- 
forms and  all  signal  steps  of  progress  hilheito 
achieved  in  Japan  have  for  theii  basis  (hat  piogies- 
sive  policy.  [11  the  eady  years  of  the  Restoration 
e>a  when  an  anti-foi  eign  (jo-i)  spii  it  was  still  1  amp- 
ant  among  our  people,  H  is  Impei  ial  Majesty,  solici- 
tous on  account  of  the  ful  111  e  we  I  fa  1  e  of  I  he  country, 
issued  many  Impet  ial  Reset  ipts  and  O'deis  con- 
taining such  language  as  the  following: — "  Foreign 
intercourse  shall  he  can ied  011  in  accoidance  with 
Intei  national  laws,"  rkc,  &c. 

"Since  now  the  conditions  of  the  world  are 
cleaily  known,  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasuie  to  es- 
tablish fi  iendly  intercourse  with  Foreign  Powers, 
and  above  all  to  inciease  more  the  prestige  of  the 
Empii  e,  &c,  &c." 

"Japan  shall  stand  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  other  Powers  of  the  world,"  &c,  &c. 

"After  advancing  in  civilization  and  establishing 
the  foundations  of  national  wealth  and  power,  it 
should  not  be  a  task  of  excessive  difficult}'  to  attain 
the  position  of  equality  with  other  Poweis." 

Io  the  51I1  Aiticle  of  the  Impeiial  Pi  orlamation 
issued  on  the  14th  of  March  1st  year  of  Meiji,1  it  is 
said  : — "  Knowledge  shall  be  sought  hencefoi  lb 
tin  oughoul  the  woi  Id,  and  the  Impeiial  pieslige 
shall  be  strengthened  as  much  as  possible."3  Re- 
feriing  to  this  Pi  oclainatiou,  His  Majesty  de- 
clared : — "  We,  in  person,  lake  this  initiative,  and 
determine  this  national  policy,  pledging  our- 
selves to  it  by  oath  to  Heaven  :  "  and  in  1  espouse 
lo  the  same  Proclamation,  the  Piime  Minister  and 
olhei  Ministers  of  the  lime  made  this  declai  at  ion  : 
— "The  Impeiial  Proclamation  is  wide-reaching 
and  profound  in  its  meaning,  and  we  appieciale  it 
to  the  full.  Nothing  less  01  diffei  eul  could  satisfy 
the  uigenl  requirements  of  the  epoch.  Looking  lo 
the  foundations  of  the  nation's  permanent  policy. 
We,  50111  Majesty's  humble  subjects,  under  oath 
of  death,  solemnly  swear  to  obey  the  Impeiial 
pleasuie  and  acl  with  such  diligence  as  to  satisfy 
the  Impei  ial  mind." 

Since  then  many  events  of  different  character 
have  occurred,  and  it  must  be  admitted  thei  e  have 
been  also  many  shot  tcomings  and  difficulties. 
These  shortcomings  and  difficuties  may  have  been 
due  sometimes  to  mistakes  on  the  pait  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  sometimes  lo  misundei  standings  on 
the  pail  of  the  people.  But  il  is  now  useless  lo 
attempt  any  assessment  of  past  losses  and  gains. 

Gentlemen — Couliast  ihe  Japan  of  the  1st  pai  t 
of  the  Meiji  era  with  the  Japan  of  to-day.  Forget 
for  a  moment  the  quailer  of  a  century  that  has 
intei  veiled  and  seek  to  set  up  a  direct  comparison. 
Surely  il  is  not  difficult  to  see  how  great  has  been 
llie  degree  of  progress  made  by  the  country  and 
how  remarkable  has  been  the  effect  of  the  new 
civilization  on  the  nation's  condition. 


*  The  name  of  the  present  era,  which  commenced  in  1867. 
:  The  remaining  four  articles  ot  the  Imperial  Proclamation 
were  as  follow  : — 1.  A  deliberative  assemblv  should  be  formed, 
and  all  measures  be  decided  by  public  opinion.  2.  The  prin- 
ciples of  social  and  political  economics  should  be  diligently 
studied  by  both  the  superior  and  inferior  classes  of  our  people. 
3.  Every  one  in  the  communily  shall  be  assisted  to  perse'  ere  in 
carrying  out  his  will  for  all  good  purposes.  4.  All  the  old 
absurd  usages  of  former  times  should  be  disregarded,  and  the 
I  impartiality  and  justice  displayed  in  the  workings  of  nature  be 
adopted  as  a  basis  of  action. 
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looking,  (o.  instance,  al  the  economic  side  of 
the   problem,  let  us  speak  for  a   moment  of  I 
counn  V    foreign  trade.    Al  the  commencement  of 
SEA  era,  «h.l  trade  did  not  amount  .0  t  ..Ij 
million  A",  w'-e.eas,  in  the  »5tl.  year  of  MetJ  ,  « 
"'gr^ledmore  than  a  hundred  and  -xty-two  n 
fions     So  again  in  the  matter  of  means  of  com 
m,    ica.io,..      On  the  land  nearly  3>000  m.  es  o 
Sav  have  been  laid,  and  over  10,00,0  miles  of 
eleeraol  lines  have  been  constructed  ; and  on  the 
sea  do   ll-e-e  not  float  many  hundred  vessel  of 
fmeign    ype  for  coastwise  and  foreign  commerce ? 
°  Turning9  to  military  armaments,  does  not  .he 
country  possess  a  sUong  stand-ng  a,  n,y  50^00 

5" herb*  about  40  vessels  which  are  to  be  added 

„  so  far  as  the  national  finances  perm. t? 

Looking,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  extension  o 
civTl  l.be  to  the  improvement  of  the  national 
"     i  S?.  to  the  growth  of  intelligence,  and  .0 

he 'p  ogress  of  science  and  art,  results  too  .vumer 

quence  o  »nl^'  f    Repl  esentatives  to-day, 

S'  l    re'is  to  b"  found  a  country  which  can 
Slow  such  a  page  of  progress  as  Japan  happ V 
nresents.     Truly   we  have   made  a  long  sum. 
S     advance    during    the  past  quarter  of  a  cem 
l.irv       Our    country    has    evoked,    and   is  sun 
evoking     he    astonishment    and    admiration  of 
fore  in   Powers    because    of  its  progress  almost 
^Paralleled in  the  records  of  the  nations  of  the 
Sid      Yet  we  know   that    the  gemus  of  e 
Taoanese    people,  not   contented  with   tins    St.  1 
iefec  ive  effort  and  still  incomplete  achievement 
Ts  caoable  of  accomplishing  a  programme  of  re- 
form  and  progress  many  times  more  extensive  than 
[°ZZg  already  standing  to  their  credit  and  we 
are  proud  thai  the  Japanese  people  do  not  lack 
Murage  lo  make  the  essay,  I  would  ask  you  w  he- 
Z these  remarkable  results  do  not  flow  from  the 
acts  hat  His  Imperial  Majesty,  by  an  exerc.se  o 
arseeing  wisdom  and  enlightened  decision,  early 
deten    ned  the  policy  of  the  nation  ;  that  our  yene.  - 
"    edecesso^s  helped  to  promote  that  policy 
an'd  that  our  loyal  and  patriot,  forty       «« «  • 

J    believe  that  you  yourselves  w.ll  recognize 
5  e   LontLert.ble  character  of  the  statements 
have  made  if  you  examine  them  by  the  light  of 
established  facts.  .  ,• 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Representation  standing 

first  on  the  Order  of  your  House  to-day,  as  well  as 

5  I  two  other  Bills  framed  in  pursuance  of  a  s.n. la 

obiect  have  been  introduced  ...  this  House  by  he  . 

0UI      '  , 1, .  influence  of  patriotic  feeling, 

proposers  undei  the  mnuence  1  1  w 

Rut  unfo.  innately  these    various   measmes  a.e 

opposed  to  the  national   policy  to  which  I  have 

draw  rvourauent.on;  .he  policy  invariably  purs,.- 

Kce  ti  e  Restoration.    On  the  contrary  these 

measures  betray  a  spirit  of  .  eUogress.o ..a, d  «J  - 

servatism,  not  a  spirit  of  progress  and  libe.ai.sm 

f  once  the  contagion  of  such  a  retrogressive   p  t 

be  caught  by  the  people    .t  will  5J"ely 

mind  of  the  nation  into  false  channels.  Espeually 

™  be    feared  that  the  spirit  of  progress 

nurtured  during  the  past  qua,  ler  of  a  century  would 

he  weakened,  if  not  altogether  paialyseO. 

I  will  not  here  discuss  in  detail  the  merits  0 

this  Presentation.    I  regret,  on  the  whole,  thai 

such  a  p.oiecl  has  been  introduced  ...  tins  House 

which  is  the  legislative  body  of  the  Empire  of 

JaW.U.  regard  lo  si,  ict  enforcement  of  the  treaties 
I  declare  .hat  .he  Government  have  never  ailed 
o  Ske  proper  measu.es  against  an y  act  o  cor 
invention    of    their    st.puaiions.     But,    as  you 
L  e  al    well  aware,  most  of  our  existing  treaties 
were   concluded   during  the  Anset  »»d 
Tras     or    at    the    beginning    of   the    pe.iod  of 
t,;V9[oration,  when    foreign  intercourse  was 
not  vet  advanced  as  it  is  at  present,  Except 
one  Teaty,  that  with  Mexico,  all  those  compacts 
are  imperfect,  and  do  not  by  any  means  answer 
VZ  Srements  of  our  present  stale  of  progress. 
But  i?  is Teyo nd    question  that  while  existing 
freaties  l  ave  not  lost  their  force,  al    mailers  of 
o"  gn  intercourse  must  be  dealt  with  ...  .ceo ,  d- 
a°.ce8will,  their  provisions     As  I  have  menl.o, ed 
before,  the   situation    at   home  .and  ab.oad  has 


in  the  treaties  ;  but  the  privileges  granted  to  Japan- 
ese  abroad  are  little  if  at  all  referred  to.  Tl.e.e- 
fo.e  if  both  sides  are  to  stick  closely  and  immov- 
ably to  the  letter  of  the  treaties,   1  fear  the  loss 
accruing  lo  the  Japanese   may  be    far  greater 
than  the  loss  to  foreigners.    Moreover,  if  the  spirit 
of  this  movement  for  st.ict  enforcement  of  t.  eat.es 
•  he  treaties  be  sought,   it  is  found  lo  have  had 
its  origin   in   the  an U-niixed-res. deuce  ag. latum 
.ecently  fomented  among  certain  classes  of  people. 
If  not  actually  an  anti-foreign  «novem«nt.  it  is  a 
leasta'eve.sion  to  the  isolation  policy  of  the  Baku- 
fu   a  policy  incompatible  with  the  national  and 
fundamental  programme  of  opening  the  coimtry, 
as  followed  ever  since  the  Restoration.  Ifstnct 
enforcement  of  the  treaties  is  mtended  to  ...crease 
national    interests    and    popular  happiness,  the 
ea sons  I  have  thus  far  adduced  are  sufficient  to 
nsDire  a  fear   .hat  no  such   object  will  be  at- 
Sed,  but  that,  on  the  contra,  y,  a  directly  op- 
posite  result  may  be  produced. 

Among  the  advocates  of  st.ict  enforcement  of 
the  treaties,  some  profess  to  approve  that  policy  as 
a  means  to  the  final  accomplishment  of  treaty 
fev "sio       They  imagine  that  the  result  of  strictly 
enfmcing  the  treaties  would  he  to  make  o.e.gners 
experience  so  much  inconvenience  that  hey  would 
be  const,  ained  to  consent  to  revision  of  the  existing 
t.eaties     But  I  do  not  p.e.ceive  what  .nconveni- 
ence  fo  eiguers  would  suffer  from  SI.  ,ci  enforce- 
meni  of  the  treaties.    And  supposing  that  they 
d  feel   more  or  less  inconvenience,  I  can  not 
nagine  how  that  would  induce  foreign  Powers  to 
consent  to  treaty  revision.    I  believe  that  such 
petty  measures  and  such  a  small  policy  would  be 
Sy  inefficacious  .0  accomplish  the  objects  of 
n  aty  revision.     In  fact,  in  order  to  accomplish 

,e  objects  of  treaty  revision, 
l0  fu.nlsh  foreign  Powers  with  P™ofstha  Ja?™  * 
nropressand  civilization  truly  make  he  in  Asia  an 
xcept  onally  enlightened  and  powe,  fn.  country. 
The  evidences  hitherto  given  to  foreign  Powe.  s 
that  Japan  is  a  State  quite  exceptional  in  Asm  a.e 
e  Results  which  she  has  attained  by  following, 
ever  since  the  Restoration,  a  national  policy  of 
opening  the  country. 

The  object  of  treaty  revision,  nay,    the  great 
object  of  our  foreign  policy,  as  declared  by  the 
Minister  President  of  State  al  the  beginning  of  the 
!  h  session  of  the  Diet,  is  none  other  than  to  enjoy 
7i,e  riehts  which  we  are  entitled  lo  enjoy  as  a  na- 
and  to  discharge  .he  obligations  which  we 
a,e  required  to  discharge  as  a  nation.  japan 
aspires  to  obtain  exceptional  treatment    at  the 
hands  of  European  and  American 
the  fact  that  she  is  geographically  a  pa,    of  Asia. 
Seeking  10  obtain    such    exceptional  t.  eatme.  t 
bom    lie  outside  word,  our  Government,  ... 
ZZ  musl  follow  a  special  policy  at  honie  and  on 
neoole  must  show  special  api.tude.     lhat  is  the 
we.s,  effected  at  last  uie  w.u,  .  |  eafo„  w,     llle  Government  has  adopted  the, Dol.cy 
ps.     I   might  cite  many  other  !f  opelling  t|,e  country  as  the  foundation  of  o... 
ink  it  is  not  necessary  to  do  so    aalioi(ai  ajms  and  aspirations. 


undergone  many  remarkable  changes  since  tbe 
existing  treaties  were  first  concluded.  U  is 
theiefo.e  my  conviction  that,  in  conducting  our 
^ign  intercourse  to-day.  the  convenience  and 
nterfsls  of  Japanese  and  foreigner  alike  w.l 
be  best  consulted  by  a  judicious  policy  of  give 
and  lake,  and  by  such  mutual  accommodal.ous 
as  are  compatible  with  the  express  stipulations  of 

ihe  treaties.  .   •  fl 

I  think  it  is  not  out  of  place  lo    buefly  Re- 
view the  history  of  the  progress  of  our  foreign 
intercourse  since  the  opening  of  the  ports.  _  From 
the  Ansei  era  to  the  Resto.at.on,    you  will  find 
that    the  Bakufu,*    hampered   by    various  cir- 
cumstances at  home  and  abroad,  seem  to  have 
adapted   their  foreign    policy   to    a    system  of 
keeping  foreigners  as  far  as  possible  isolated  from 
rpane'se.     They  consequently  adopted  whateve 
measures  promised  to  prevent  mutual  contact  o. 
approach,  without  duly  reflecting  whether  and  to 
what  extent  such  measures  might  enable  foreigners 
o  impair  our  national  interests  or  encroach  upon 
"..''national  rights    The  systems  of  settlements 
of  treaty  limits,  of  treatment  of  subjects  o,  citizens 
J  LoVlrtaiy  powers  and  so  forth,  are  examples 
A  that  policy.     In    the   beg.nnmg  of   the  Re- 
s  o  o.ion     no     change    wo.  tl.    mentioning  took 
place     But  from  the  gill  or  6ll.  year  of  M«p,  when 
hrSwakura  mission  relumed  from  Europe .  the 
lananese    Government    commenced  earnestly  to 
J7a  d  recover  the  rights  impaired  in  foreign  ugjj 
course,  as  well  as  lo  assert  the  rights  neglec  ed 
o       and  above  the  treaties.    A  case  ...  pom   is  the 
•,  ,isdiction  over  non-treaty  sub  ects  or  citizens. 
n.e5^,inPursuitoftheirp^ 
reiguers,  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  avoid  all 
contact  with  them,  and  accordingly  made  aria,  ge- 
inenls  by   which  fo.eign  consuls   were  a.uho.ized 
exercise,  mo,  e  or  less  jurisdiction  over  non-U  eaty 
ubject  or  citizens.     But  since  .he  6th  year  of 
Se  Government  has  brought  these  non-U  eaty 
S  c  s  entirely  under  our  jurisdiction.  Again, 
since  the  time  of  the  Bakufu,  ll.e.e  existed  ...  the 
S    ,  emen.s  of  Yokohama  and  elsewhe.e,  Foreign 
Municipal  Directors  or  Committees  who,    .  g.ea, 
measure     exe.cised    adm.nislral.ve   conl.ol  and 
Tanage.  .ent  of  the  Settlements.     But  since  about 
he   Oth  year  of  Meiji,  all  the  Settlements,  w.th  the 
exception  of  Kobe  and  Osaka,  have  been  brought 
under  H«*  control  of  the  Japanese  Government 
To  cite  ihe  most  conspicuous  instance  -A.  Ihe 
t ime  of  the  Bakufu  there  we.e  many  violent  ad- 
cates  of  anti-foreign  (jo-i)  measure.,  and  ...  con- 
nuence.  the  British  and  French  Governments 

aq.ioned"a   iber  of  .,  oops  at  Yoke, hama  Ihe 

Bakufu  we.e  so  far  compromised  as  to  be  obliged 
u,  maintain  bar.acks  and  the  necessary  hospitals 
connected  with  this  encampment  by  paying  e 
cost  from  ihe  national  treasury.  Atte,  .he  Kesio 
ratio 1  "be  Government,  by  repeated  communvca- 
Ihms  with  those  Powe,s,  effected  at  last  the  with 
drawal  of  the  iroo 
instances,  but  I  ihm 


in  details.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  the  matter  of 
extradition,  in  the  matter  of  extending  Japanese 
.    section'  to  the  s^jects  of  a  country  hat  has 
neglected  to  establish   consular  courts   ...  Japan 
fi  e  matter  of  the  applying  the  Japanese  Game 
Laws      foreigners,  and  so  forth,  ll.e.e  a.e  many 
cas«  in  which  the  Impe.ial  Government  has  as 
se.ted  and  extended  ihe  empire's  inhere.a  rights 
Foreign  intercourse  must  be  perfectly  reciprocal 
,n  respe'et  alike  of  seve.ityand  o  accomoda       .  \  J 
It  is  impossible  to  make  things  suit  0U.  own  con- | 
ve.  ie.ee  only   without  taking    fo.eign  merest 
■n  o  consideration.     The  Government  has  already 
changed  the  Bakufu's  policy  of  isolatmg  fjaaynj. 
imoaoolicv  of  opening  the  count,  y.  Ihe.eto.e 
Sas  becoVe  -Pessary  lo  give  foreigners  more 
''.H::  liberty.    The  privilege  of  t.-el  mg  in  e 
interior    with  passports    issued    by    he  ijove.n 
S  I    the  lienefit  of  health  or  for  purposes 
of  scientific   investigation    belongs  lo  tills  class 
Tot  denied  that  this  has   given  foreigners 


national  aims  and  aspi.alions. 

Gentlemen,  the   principle    governing  Japan 
for«ig    intercourse  to  day  must  be  self -,  especl..^ 
She   must  fear  no  one  and  sl.gh    no  one.  She 
must  look  to  enter  the  family  of  civilized  and 
owe.ful  na.ions  by   observing  the  rues  aire- 
•ioiocal  courtesy  and  respect  which  const. t ute  the 
t i'eP  that  bind  that  family  together.    In  .he  lusto.y 
of  Asia  from  the  Middle  Ages  downwa.ds  we  see 
instances  where  a  country  which,  finding 
itself  ma  c.ilical  position   w.th  regard  lo  Its  to- 
-eign  relations,  and   being   inwardly  t.m.d  and 
nervously  fearful   of    strangers,    has    evinced  a 
po   lion  to  slight  foreigners  in  matters  of  triflinj 
Zo,tance    and    assume    a  haughty    air  undo 
ordinary  circumstances.    So  soon,  however,  as  a. 
emergency  arose,  such  a  country  began  to  wave, 
u   its  attitude  and  to  fawn  upon  those  that   h.ea  ■ 
Led    it       Unable    to    stand    independently,  it 
finally  created  numberless  imbroglios  in  its  foreigu 
m  e  cou  se,  and  made  blunders  so  gross  that  they 
loWed   t    final  and  irremediable  fat.  beq.,« 1 


»  The  era  from  1854  to  >|S9- 
»  The  eta  from  186s  to  1867. 


I,   it  uni  denied  inai  -ims  -       „        .  .  luoiueti  its  nna.  auu  inv-»   -       -  , 

It  is  not  aeu.eu  {  d(j  |vQ|     nvoiveu  ,  ne|.„etlial  shame  to  posterity  and 

Ly  i       Last  year  about  9,OdO  foreigner^ 1  travelled    p«  ^  d  ,„ 

in  the  interior.  I  have  no  definite  slat  s  «  °  ^e  f  'mi  wlll,  the  spirit  of  the  fn-e  HlUS  as  I 
subject;  but  il  may  be  safely  est. mated  ll-   ^  JlreR<ly  pohlled  out,,  in  the  days  o  ihe 

foreigners  spent  in  the  inlerio.  about  sooy«»«  eac.  Tav  lhe  Gove,  nmenl  being  surrounded  by  an 
by  way  of  travelling  expenses  and  sund,  ,es.    If  ,hit.  the  policy  of  isolating 

so,  the.,  expenditure  aggregated  aboirt  5.000,000  J««  ^oss\ble  way  was  adopted,  lh.scasewell 
,.;„     This  enormous  sum  ol  money  goes  ,u  u..  .    .'r  ti,e  principle  that  unl< 

purses  of  our  labourers  and  manufacturers  without   dluslrates         p  an/progressivef  a 
any  special  effort  on  their  part.  enforci„g   not  pursue  an  active  foreign  policy 

If  Japan  adopts  the  policy  o f  .t  . cl  V      '^/J     GPendemell>  I  do  not  and  cannot  doubt  ll.a 

preLvts.itseH     Most  .     «  -a  es,  except    you.    House  ^.d^  .  hom  patriot, 

ing  the  Mexican  a nd I  C < «  (he  va,ious  pri-  feelillg  and  without  any  evil  purpose  on  the 
their  application  :  .n  olh      wo^^  ^  pT  B„t  1  must  say  ha 

vileges  enjoyed  by  fore.gneis      j^p    [hey  a.e  in  spirit  entirely  opposed  to  the  g.eat 

-^^^^^  is  known  in  \  fu/damelltai  policy  of  the  Empire  as  above  staled. 

Japan. 
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And  since  there  devolves  upon  the  Ministers  ul 
the  Crown  1  lie  responsibility  o(  removing  any  oh 
ilruetiun  lo  the  consummation  ol  llial  great  na- 
tional policy,  I  declare  most  solemnly  on  behalf  of 
the  Govei  nutenl  that  we  shall  not  hesitate  lo  adopt 
any  measure  foi  that  purpose. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 

 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  December  4II1. 

It  is  at  least  a  natural  supposition,  even  if  it  is 
not  true,  that  Professor  Edwaid  S.  Morse  is  llie 
planner  of  ill e  house  mentioned  : — "  A  house, 
modelled  in  the  Japanese  fashion,  is  neatly  com- 
pleted at  Salem,  Mass.  It  is  said  to  he  the  only 
Japanese  dwelling  in  the  country." 

Mi.  H  Sato(li),  till  recently  a  tianslaloi  for  the 
Japan  Mail,  had  an  ai  tide  in  yesterday's  Herald 
on  "True  Art  from  Japan." 

"  The  Sloiy  of  Japan,"  in  "Stoiies  of  the 
Nations"  seiies,  published  by  G.  P.  Putnams' 
Sons,  has  been  written  by  Professor  David  Mur- 
ray and  will  soon  be  out. 

In  the  December  Atlantic  Monthly,  Lafcadio 
Heart),  in  his  inimitable  and  thorough  manner, 
lias  discussed  Japanese  women  under  the  caption, 
"  On  the  Eternal  Feminine." 

The  December  Cosmopolitan  is  an  "  After  the 
Woihi's  Fair  "  issue,  and  with  almost  200  beauti- 
ful illustrations  and  a  large  number  of  reminiscent 
essays,  is  a  most  valuable  souvenir  for  only  15  cents. 

A  writer  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Union 
Signal,  in  calling  up  pretty  pictures  of  the  Fair, 
begins  as  follows  : — "The  mind  has  an  odd  way 
of  setting  up  a  sort  of  panorama  before  one's  eyes, 
when  the  eyelids  aie  closed.  I  have  only  lo  sit 
still  to  behold  memory  pictures  which  come  after 
their  own  order.  One  I  see  oftenest  is  of  a  chai  ru- 
ing Japanese  baby.  About  his  round  body  is  a 
black  cord,  which  is  tied  to  a  block.  Otherwise 
he  looks  as  if  lie  could  creep  svviftly  out  of  his  ex- 
quisite frame,  for  he  is  a  painted  baby  from  the 
Japanese  room  in  the  Woman's  Building.  Many 
Japanese  pictures  look  lo  me  delightfully  like  the 
woik  of  Jack  Frost,  but  the  ait  that  painted  thai 
baby  belongs  lo  no  country.  The  baby  breathes. 
There  were  screens  in  that  Japanese  100m,  all 
the  work  of  women.  Did  ever  human  fingers 
picluie  snow  mote  peifectly  than  the  diifts  upon 
the  pine  branches  that  decorate  one  ?  The  air, 
too,  is  full  of  snow  mist."  '1  hose  screens,  how- 
ever, were  not  "  llie  work  of  women,"  but  mean's, 
put  in  the  100m  merely  for  the  decoration  of  the 
place,  hut  the  painting  of  the  baby  was  woman's 
wot  k  and  did  attiact  considerable  attention. 

A  few  days  ago  the  police,  on  complaint  of 
citizens,  had  lo  put  a  stop  to  the  process  of  boiling 
a  Chinaman's  bones  in  pi  epai  ation  for  deportation. 
To  day,  moieover,  the  bodies  of  a  score  or  more 
of  Chinamen  are  being  exhumed  at  Rosehill  and 
Graceland  cemelries  for  shipment  to  China. 

On  Dec.  1st  the  process  of  r  egistration  of  Chinese 
began  again  under  the  amended  Geary  Law. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  Hawaiian  matters, 
although  the  discussion  pro  and  con  is  kept  up 
vigorously.  A  dispatch  from  San  Francisco  in 
this  morning's  papers  states  that  the  U.S.  revenue 
cutted  Thomas  Corivin  has  been  transferred  from 
ihe  Treasury  to  ihe  State  Department,  and  has 
been  or  der  ed  to  get  r  eady  at  once  for  a  2,500  miles' 
voyage.  It  would  seem  as  if  this  meant  a  quick 
trip  to  Hawaii  on  some  special  mission  :  but  the 
utmost  secrecy  is  maintained  in  the  matter. 

The  Brazilian  Admiral,  Mello,  has  issued  the 
following  statement  : — "  I  am  invited  to  define  ex 
actly  ihe  purpose  of  the  revolutionary  movement. 
I  assure  you  our  sole  and  unchangeable  intention, 
as  already  stated  in  my  iast  manifesto,  is  to 
establish  a  republican  constitutional  government, 
which  was  destroyed  by  Peixoto;  to  promote  na- 
tional peace  in  all  the  states  of  Brazil  and  sub 
stitute  civil  govemment  for-  militarism  and  the 
awfirl  political  system  developed  by  an  actual 
dictator,  who  prepares  for  our  country  in  this  way 
the  tremendous  misfortune  common  to  Spanish 
commonwealths.  All  reports  about  rnonaichial 
plans  as  to  the  navy  r  evolution  are  absolutely  false." 

The  United  Stales  appreciate  the  honour  paid 
lo  James  Rrtssell  Lowell  as  a  man  of  letter  s  by  the 
memorial  in  the  Chaptei  House  of  West  minster 
Abbey,  where  the  bust  of  Longfellow  is  already  of 
similar  honour. 

Judge  E.  C.  Billings,  of  ihe  U.S.  District  Court 
in  Louisiana,  died  on  the  1st  inst. 

Van  Alen,  the  Providence  drrde,  whom  Cleve- 
land most  unpr  ovidenlially  appointed  U.S.  Mini- 
ster lo  Italy,  has  shown  wit  enough  to  decline. 

The  President  has  appointed  Washington 
Hesing,  Editor  of  the  Illinois  Staats  Zeitung,  as 
postmaster  of  this  city,  and  Prof.  John  R.  Proctor, 


ol  Kentucky,  as  civil  service  commissioner  in 

place  of  Johnston,  removed  for  flagrant  partisan- 
ship. It  is  reported  thai  when  the  President 
promised  lo  provide  elsewhere  for  Johnston,  the 
latter  asked  for  the  Korean  mission,  but  was 
1  (  fused  it  by  the  Pi  resident. 

The  death  ol  Hon.  Charles  O'Neill,  of 
Philadelphia,  after  a  service  of  29  years  (of  which 
21  years  have  been  consecutive)  in  the  House  of 
Repi  esentalives,  leaves  the  honour  of  "  Father  of 
Ihe  House  "  to  Hon.  Win.  S.  Hotmail,  of  Indiana. 
The  laltei  also  has  enjoyed  a  service  of  20  years, 
with  only  13  years  consecutive. 

The  Fifty-third  Congress  begins  to-day  ils  te- 
gular session,  which,  with  tai  iff  1  efor  m  and  Hawaii 
en  tapis,  promises  to  be  full  of  interest  and 
impoi  lance. 

Terence  V.  Powdeily,  after  nearly  fifteen  years 
of  ser  vice  as  Geneial  Master'  Woikman  of  the 
Knights  of  Labour,  resigned  his  position,  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  James  R.  Sovereign,  Labour 
Commissioner  of  Iowa.  Powderley's  sympathies 
were  with  the  Republicans;  Sovereign's  leanings 
aie  towards  the  Democials;  how  far  politics  in- 
fluenced the  change,  cannot,  however,  be  ascer- 
tained 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Road  is  still  in  trouble  over 
ihe  strike.  The  non-unionists,  employed  in  place 
of  the  sti  ikei  s,  ar  e  not  pr  oving  sufficiently  capable, 
and  have  to  give  up  work. 

The  condition  of  the  miners  of  Noithein  Wis- 
consin and  Michigan  grows  worse  and  worse.  In 
Ironwood,  Mich.,  out  of  a  population  of  8,000, 
there  are  "5,000  people  who  will  have  to  be  sup- 
ported until  winter  bieaks;"  in  Bessemer  8750111 
of  900  are  "  in  need  of  immediate  assistance." 

We  had  a  genuine  New  England  Thanksgiving 
Day  on  the  30th  nil.  with  a  "  beautiful  "  snow- 
stoim,  which  came  again  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
and   has    left  us   with    several   inches  of  snow. 

Those  who  ought  to  know  say  that  an  early  winter 
means  an  early  spring  and  good  crops  next  year. 

These  first  four  days  of  December  have  been  very 
cold,  and  have  intensified  the  suffering.  The  snow 
brought  temporal  y  employment  to  a  lar  ge  number 
in  the  wor  k  of  cleaning  the  sti  eels  :  but  the  sever  - 
ity of  the  weather  will  bring  fearful  suffering  to 
many.  This  seems  likely  to  be  a  tenible  winter, 
during  which  char  ily  will  have  an  ample  field  of 
operation. 

Prendergast  was  placed  on  Irial  this  morning 
before  Judge  Brentano  for  the  murder  of  Carter 
H.  Harrison.  Insanity  is,  of  course,  ihe  defence. 
The  Coughlin  trial  has  made  no  progress.  A  few 
days  ago  a  full  jury  had  been  secured  :  but  later 
three  suspicious  members  wer  e  dropped,  and  llieir 
places  have  nol  yet  been  filled. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Chicago  Public 
Library  building  was  laid  on  'Thanksgiving  Day. 

The  regular  spoi  t,  by  the-way,  of  that  day  has 
come  to  be  football,  which,  however  ,  has  degene 
rated  into  a  brutal  game. 

'The  Har  vard  Annex,  through  the  effoi  Is  of  Bos- 
ton women,  has  secured  $250,000  endowment . 

I  went  over  to  the  World's  Fair  grounds  last 
Friday  for  the  first  time  since  the  Exposition 
closed.  I  found  the  roads  defiled  with  iron  rails 
and  freight  cars  ;  I  heard  the  iconoclastic  sounds 
of  hammer  and  other  tools  ;  I  saw  exhibitors  and 
workmen  busy  in  the  act  of  destruction,  which,  in- 
side  the  buildings,  was  far  advanced.  "  Fnit  Ilium 
et  ingens  Gloria  Tencrorum." 

And  yet  the  real  glory  is  still  there  in  those 
magnificent  buildings,  which,  unlike  Carthage, 
must  not  be  destroyed.  On  that  point  public 
opinion  is  harmonious  ;  but  the  different  authorities 
can  nol  come  to  an' agreement.  The  South  Paik 
Commissioners  claim  that  the  World's  Fair  has 
damaged  Jackson  Park  lo  ihe  amount  of  almost 
$450,000;  and  Ihe  World's  Fair  directors  main- 
lain  that  ihe  park  has  been  beautified  and  per- 
manently benefited  to  the  value  of  more  than 
$1,700,000.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  there  could 
be  such  a  large  discrepancy  of  more  than 
$2,000,000  in  the  figures!  It  is  certainly  worth 
$500,000  merely  to  preserve  the  Court  of  Honour. 

The  incorporators  of  the  Columbian  Museum 
have  passed  a  motion  that  it  be  named  the  "Field 
Columbian  Museum."  Gifts  continue  lo  flow  in, 
and,  as  usual,  many  ar  e  from  Japan,  as  follows  :— 
H,  Knmada  uf  the  Province  of  Miye,  Japan— One  large  framed 
water-colour  painting  entitled  "  Making  Japanese  Tea  "•  one 
pair  of  Japanese  flags  in  purple,  gold,  and  silver  ;  six  ba'n boo 
sketches,  and  six  samples  of  Japanese  tea  in  bottles  covered 
with  srlk. 

S.  Shieno,  Yokohama-Three  large,  rich,  embrowlered  silk 
plaques  for  wall  hangings. 

H.  Imura,  Yokohama— One  porcelain  painted  plaque. 

K.  Watano,  Kogan,  Japan— Two  handsome  porcelain  rases. 
Also,  the  entire  Japanese  exhibit  in  Agriculture, 
and  all  lire  show-cases,  about  one  thousand,  many 
beautiful  and  valuable,  have  been  given.  Some 
of  the  Show  cases  are  "  made  of  bamboo,  worked 
Ml  artistic  designs,  and  others  aie  ornamented 
with  bronze  figures  and  sculptured  designs." 


Another  letlei  in  re  the  Japanese  exhibit  has 
come  to  hand  :  it  is 

PROM  6  If  IIP  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  I  INK  arts, 
"  It  lias  been  a  constant  source  ol  pleasure  lo 
me  1 0  do  business  Willi  the  com  miss  101  lei  s  who  have 
hail  charge  of  ihe  Japanese  Section.  The  fine  ap- 
preciation of  Japanese  ait  by  Americans — as 
has  been  particularly  evidenced  during  llie  Ex- 
position—  is  so  well  known,  and  (he  success 
ol  llie  Japanese  section  has  so  universally  ac- 
knowledged, thai  each  successive  visit  lo  that 
section  affords  even  11101  e  pleasui  e  than  the  last. 
As  a  whole,  the  section  has  impressed  intelligent 
visitors  witli  a  feeling  of  lespect,  not  only  for  the 
qualities  possessed  by  the  individual  examples  of 
ai  l  woi  k  shown,  bul  also  for  (he  dignified  manner 
in  which  the  collection  has  been  installed, 

Halsey  C.  Ives. 


K0SM0P0L1TA. 
 «.  

BKING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  SOME  OF  THE  DOINOES  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  OF  THAT  DISTANT  LAND. 


There  was  once  a  people  who  dwelt  in  a  fayre 
coiintrie  on  the  shore  of  liie  deep  sea.  They  were 
not  born  in  that  countiie  but  had  come  thilher 
from  lands  very  far  off— many  thousand  leagues 
away.  Some  of  ihe  first  to  come  had  been  storm- 
tossed  and  wearie  wandeiers,  and  findinge  that 
countiie  so  fayre,  there  had  they  rested  for  many 
yeais.  Some  had  come  because  that  in  their  own 
land  was  not  work  to  their  likinge,  and  all  hasted 
to  be  rich,  whereas  in  this  land  they  found  work 
and  dayes  of  quiet  calme.  And  again  there  were 
others  who  had  come  to  join  kindred  or  friends 
that  had  journeyed  thither  in  yeai  es  gone  by  ;  and 
in  all  there  was  a  goodlie  number  (here  assembled. 

Now  ihe  people  of  that  land  were  strange  unto 
them  and  spake  a  strange  language,  wherefore 
these  people  travelled  not  far  from  their  own 
homes,  and  became  like  unto  those  who  live  on 
islandes  sin  rounded  by  Ihe  gieate  sea.  And  when 
any  from  afar  did  tarry  in  that  place,  all  men  did 
sledfastlie  gaze  upon  him,  for  they  knew  that  he 
had  join neyed  from  another  countiie. 

And  they  budded  for  themselves  houses  of  woode 
and  stone,  but  chieflie  were  they  of  woode  (for  in 
that  fayre  land  wei  e  greate  and  feaifulle  tiembl- 
inges  of  the  ground,  and  many  went  in  feare  of 
death  therefrom,  and  ancient  men  recounted  sadde 
tales  of  woe  that  had  befallen  ihe  land  in  dayes 
gone  by).  Also  as  the  heat  of  that  countrie  was 
gieate,  they  made  wide  roofs  for  their  houses,  so 
that  they  could  rest  them  without  the  doores,  and 
yet  were  they  shielded  from  the  sun  by  day  and 
the  dew  by  night. 

And  at  first  all  men  did  dwell  on  the  plaine,  but 
where  they  waxed  many  in  number  they  did 
build  them  houses  on  a  great  hill  near  by,  and 
theie  the  soulh  wind  did  blow  cool  when  llie 
days  were  hot.  And  they  that  were  rich  did 
buy  horses  and  chariots  to  tide  in,  and  did 
put  lliem  in  the  care  of  fiery  natives  of  the 
land,  of  whom  people  did  stand  in  gieate  awe. 
Bill  the  more  part  journeyed  in  small  carts  pulled 
by  men,  and  llie  fraile  and  sicklie  were  even  thus 
drawn  up  the  hille  (for  il  was  very  steepe)  but  they 
lhal  were  stronge  and  tender  hearted  withal  liked 
not  so  to  do.  Yet  must  heavye  loades  be  drawn  up 
day  by  day,  sometimes  by  men,  and  sometimes  by 
mightie  bulles. 

And  evei  y  day  the  men  did  journey  down  to  the 
plaine  to  see  if  there  was  work  to  be  done,  but  llie 
women  and  children,  who  were  not  few  in  number, 
remained  for  the  most  par  I  on  the  hills.  Audit 
was  a  custom  with  that  people  for  (he  women,  when 
they  had  fulfilled  their  dailie  duties,  to  put  on 
goodlie  raiment  and  appeare  in  each  other's 
houses,  so  lhal  (hey  could  seeke  and  obtaine  from 
one  another  good  counselle  for  the  better  doinge  of 
each  day's  work,  and  also  a  little  reste  from  the 
cares  that  oft  weighed  heavye  upon  them.  Like- 
wise also  did  the  men  meel  in  one  or  other  of  llie 
large  houses  on  the  plaine,  lo  consulte  together, 
and  to  promote  good  causes,  and  to  cheere  one 
another;  and  some  did  gaine  good  therefrom. 
And  if  any  were  in  sa"dde  griefe  and  soi  row,  righle 
readie  were  others  lo  coniforte  and  help  them,  for 
all  did  1  emember  that  they  wei  e  in  a  sti  ange  land, 
and  none  knew  but  that  the  like  sorrow  might  soon 
be  his  own. 

And  on  Sunday  these  people  did  go  to  Church, 
lo  sing  and  to  pi  ay,  and  to  hear  the  par  son  preach. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  stalure,  and  good  to  the 
pooi,  and  withal  a  mightie  ma  11  of  valour,  where- 
fore he  was  had  in  respect  of  many  who  never  went 
lo  Church.  And  he  did  tell  the  people  of  their 
faults  and  Ihey  did  look  ashamed,  until  that  they 
bethought  them  how  that  their  neighbour's  faults 
were  even  greater  than  their  own,  and  then  they 
lifted  up  their  heads  again  and  looked  more  bold. 
And  when  the  bags  were  carried  round  each  did 
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put  in  a  small  thick  piece  of  money  (full  half-a-sco.  e 
mites  in  value),  and  all  looked  happye  Willi  the 
thought  of  dulye  .ighle  well  pe.  formed.  But 
many  of  (be  men  did  slay  away  from  Church,  some 
from  love  of  money  and  some  From  love  of  plea_ 
sure,  and  some  because  their  fi  iends  111  the  far-ofi 
liome  weie  no  longer  near  lliem  now. 

And  so  those  people  did  long  lead  a  cbeei  ftille 
life  but  withal  a  busy  one  ;  for  gieate  and  mighlie 
ships  laden  with  merchandise  did  come  to  them 
from  llie  distant  countries,  ami  they  did  haste  to 
trade  with  the  people  of  the  land.     And  foi  that 
they    feared    they  would   not  sell  all  that  stutte 
■  ighte    ea.lie,    they    did    outbid    one  another  in 
their   zeale,   and  did  gaine  no   profyte  thereby; 
but  the  people  of  the  land  did  have  gieale  pi  ofyle. 
Therefoie  it  came  to  pass  that  after  many  yeares 
gieate  depression  and  sorrow  fell  on  those  people, 
because  that  their  money  was  well-nigh  spent  and 
had  become  of  small   value.     Also  many  of  the 
caiefulle   people,  who  bad   saved  i«p  money  and 
had    put    it   i"lo   ibe  bankes,  suffered  losse  with 
the  othe.s  for  that  many  bankes  were  no  more 
Wherefore  some  people  did  say  :— *'  Let  us  make 
companies  that  will  lake  caie  of  our  money  for  us, 
and  do  gieate  deedes  willl  it,  and  return  it  unto 
„s  fouifold!"    And  that  sayinge  pleased  many. 
So   they    did   forme   diveis  companies,  whereo 
some  did  very  strange  deedes,  and   some  did 
vanish  away  even  as  the  mist  before  the  sun,  but 
none  did  return  them  their  money  fouifold. 

And  yet  for  all  that  depression  and  adversity, 
still  were  there  many  sportes  in  the  place,  'P^ald 
they    "If  we  bioode  over  our  soi  rows  we  die! 
Therefore  many  did  meet  in  a  greene  fielde  and 
knock   balles   about    with    their   handes   or  then 
feete    or    their,  slickes,    and    some    were  very 
skillfulle    therein,    and    also    in     riinninge  and 
iumpinge  and   the  like.     And  on    set  days  did 
the   maidens    of  the    place  assemble   to  watch 
the   spoile,  and   then   did   the   young   men  vie 
with  one  another  until   they  were  purple  in  the 
face.     And  the  fayresle  maiden  did  give  unto  the 
fastest  runner  a  purse  of  many  pieces  of  money 
also  did  she  praise  his  valour.     And  he  did  thank 
he.  in  a  speeche  of  many  words,  and  the  longer 
he  did  hold  forlli,  while  still  all  hot  with  running, 
the  more  loudlie  did   they  praise   hnn  when  he 
ceased,  for  died  they  :-"  He  is  a  right  valiant 
man,   his  breath  is  not  spent,  he  could  have  iuii 
yet  many  furlongs  more!" 

And  other  spo.tes  had  they,  for  some  did' mount 
on  horses  and  ride  round  and  round  many  limes 
until  their  horses  did  sorely  pant  for  breath  and 
were  like  to  dash  them  to  the  ground,  and  many 
gazed  thereon  with  fear;  and  when  the  foremost 
fider  was  slopped  at  last  all  his  friends  shouted 
will,  glad  surprise  saying  :—'«  His  neck  is  not 
broken  even  yet  !" 

And  others  did  go   on  the  deepe  sea  in  sma 
hoaies  will,  sailes  of  vasie  size,  and  they  did  male 
faSl  heavy  weights  of  leade  and  iron  at  (he ^v.ndei 
parte   as   hallaste,   for  in  that  count.ie   did  blow 
stronge  winds  and  the  boates  weie  frail*..  And 
on    the  daves   appointed  many   of    them  did  sa 
away  very  far,  till  they  thai  looked  could  see  then, 
no  mote      And  when  the   wind  was  stronge  and 
the  waves  very  high,  many  tfokt'es,  i"   which  were 
wise   men,  came  back  soon,  but  nil.e.s   in  which 
were  foolish  men,  tanied  long  to  finish  the  course, 
and  when  they  that  slee.ed   them  did  at  lengll 
appeare,  their  clothes  we.e  wet  and  the,,  sailes 
torn    and   their  boates  full  of  water,  but  all  did 
p.aise  them  and  rejoice,  saying  :-"  SHU  have^ we 
men  who  care  more  fo.  spo.te  than  life  !  And 
the  men  that  sailed  went  not  out  to  see  the  horses 
lhat  ran,  but  they  sighed  together  and  said:  —  tW 
that  the  horses  had  sailes  on   then    heades,  fo. 
then  would   we  start  them  in  the  bay  and  steere 
thenl,  or  gladie  look  on  !" 

Also  manv  people  did  meet  in   a  la.  ger  halle 
and   did   make  themselves   very  warme  by  hop 
ninge    and    juu.pinge     and    runnmge  together 
and    them   some   did    drink  freezinge   water  and 
some   did   drink    fire    wale.,   and    all    did    try  to 
look  chee.fulle  and  gay.     And   the.e  were  many 
maidens  very  fayre  to  look  upon,  and  their  .ai- 
mem  was  lovelie,  and  they  danced  with  the  young 
men   of  high  degree,  and  when  they  stepped  to 
r-ether   gracefullie   and  did  smile  on  one  another 
and   look  happy,   all    their    ft  iends  looked    1  Ight 
gladde  and  happy  too. 

And  after  those  dayes  were  there  many  mar 
.  iages  in  that  place,  wherefoie  all  people  repuced 
and  said  -.—"The  sign  is  good  !  Now  must  the 
davesof  depression  be  surelie  coming  to  an  end, 
and  prosperity  will  -eign  once  mo.e  among  t.s 
even  as  in  the  days  of  yore  !  " 


ARE  THE  AINU  AS  STUPID  AS 
SOME  SAY? 


The  Half-Hare.— A  True  Incident. 
Onaceitain  occasion   a  gentleman  happened 
to  be  travelling  through  the  forests  of  Yezo  with 
an  Ainu  as  guide.     He  had  his  gun  with  him  in 
case  he  should  chance  to  meet  a  bear.     As  they 
we.  e  proceeding  on  their  join  ney,  the  Amu  pointed 
to  something  alive  under  the  bushes.     1  he  livel- 
ier  the.eupon  dismounted   and   fiied  at  what  he 
supposed  to  be  the  living  animal.  Immediately 
after  the  repoit  of  the  gun,  an  animal,  which  seems 
to  have  been  a  wolf,  bounded  off  fUrlhel   into  the 
forest,  leaving  something  behind,  however,  which 
appealed   to   have   been  shot.     On    going  to  the 
spot  the  Ainu  discove.eda    half  ha.e   which  he 
biought  hack  witll  him:  evidently  the  wolf  was 
fi.ed  al  when  in  the  acl  of  devouiing  his  breakfast. 
The  Ainu  took  the  half  hare  along  with  him,  and, 
011  reaching  the  Japanese  inn  in  the  evening,  p.o 
ceeded  to  skin  it.     This  was  observed  by  the  inn 
keeper,  who,  the  Ainu  appealed   to  think,   was  a 
little  loo  inquisitive  about  the  matter.    A  con. 
veisalion  something  like  the  following  washea.d 
to  take  place  between  them  :  — 

Inn-keeper.    What  have  you  there? 
Ainu.  As  you  see,  merely  half  a  ha.e. 

Inn  keeper.    What  are  you  doing  with  it? 
Ainu-  Skinning  it  for  my  supper. 

Inn-keeper.     How  is  it  you  have  only  got  half  a 
hat  e  ? 

Ainu.  My  master  shot  it. 

Inn-keeper.  How?  . 
Ainu.  By   aiming  at  it  with  his  gun  and 

pulling  the  trigger. 
Inn-keeper.    But  how  did  he  shoot  half  only  ? 
Ainu.  Well,  ithappened  like  this.  Hares, 

as  you  know,  aie  among  the 
swiftest  1  mining  animals  in  crea- 
tion, and  this  one  was  the  fleetest 
of  the  fleet.  My  master  too  is 
a  splendid  shot;  among  men  of 
the  gun  he  takes  the  deadliest 
aim. 

Inn-keeper.    Hai.    Doshitat    Yes!  How? 
Ainu.  Tims,  you  see  there  were  two  very 

clever  people,  the  hare  and  my 
master.    One  clever  at  shooting 
and  the  other  at  running  away. 
It  was  therefore  impossible  for 
master  to   miss  the  hare,  and 
equally  impossible  that  the  haie 
should   not   run   away.    So,  as 
you  see,  half  was  shot  and  half 
escaped.     In  shott,  the  other  half 
of   the   hare   ran    away    on  four 
legs  though  you  see  two  here. 
Inn-keeper.    Usodaf    Its' a  lie. 
Such  child-like  docility  and  simplicity  were  alto- 
gether too  much  fo.    that    inn-keeper;  he  smiled, 
called  the  Ainu  a  chikusho,  "  beast,    and  lelt. 

The  Camel.— A  True  Incident. 
One  day,  I  happened  to  be  addressing  an  audi 
ence  on  a  ce.lain  subject,  and  in  the  illusti  atlon  I 
was  using  there  was  a  camel.     I  his  annua!  took 
the  fancy  of  the    people  al   ..nee,  and  I  found  my 
self  obliged,  in  orde.  to  satisfy  the  demands  ol  my 
audience,  to  leave  the  matter  I  was  speaking  on  and 
confine  myself  to  the  camel  alone.     I  here  is  plenty 
to  tell  such  childlike  people  about  in  that  wondertti 
c.eatu.e.     In  fact  there  seem  to  be  more  wonde.s 
connected   will,  the  camel  and  its  anatomy  and 
poweis  of  endu.ance  than  some  of  the  people  can 
believe      The  won^e.f.il    adaptation  of  then  feel 
for  walking  on  the   soft   and    yielding  sand  ■  the 
hardness  of  the  tongue  and  mouth  owing  to  which 
they  are  able  to  eat  hard   and  prickly  Mod  ;  the 
means  by  which  they  can  store  up  and  cai.y  watei 
for   future  use;  how   lives  have  been  saved  by 
killing  these  animals  and  taking  the  water ;  live 
use  of  the  hump  in  lepairing  the   wear  and  tear  of 
tissue  ;  all  these  and  oilier  things   taken  togelhe, 
,eally  seemed  loo  wonderful  fo,  the  b.a...  of  these 
docile  Ainu.      One    person   was  like  thai  Indian 
prince  who,  prior  lo  experience,  would  not  believe 
that    theie    was  slid,  a  thing  as  water  becoming 
hard.     He  was  heard  to  say  in  a  very  quiet  hut 
distinct    voice,    "And,   sir,  is  not    the  camel  so 
constructed  that  it  can  can  y  a  drop  of  sake  in 
side?"     Undoubtedly  the   camel  was  more  that 
that  docile,  simple,  and  childlike  man  could  swal- 
low.    He   probably    thiought  1  wa  ;   d,  a  wing  the 
long-bow  and  desired  to  see  how  far  I  would  go 
properly  led  on.  J  ■ 


ECZEMA.  — Book  on  "Skin  Trouble,"  net, 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Kae 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


Amongst  the  calls  lo  the  B*.  on  I7(h  msl.  we.e 
Mr  Hil'okichi  Mi. 1st.,  of  the  I„ne,  Temple  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Se.comhe  Smith.  B.A.,  London  Uni- 
versity, Assistant  Registra,  Gene.al.  Hongkong 
Civil  Service. 


TRUE  ART  FROM  JAPAN. 
-  ♦  

A   NATIVE  TELLS  WHY   IT  IS  COSTLY. 

"  Japan  has  made  a  magnificent  display.  She 
has  created  a  sensation  not  only  in  Chicago,  hut 
throughout  the  length  and   breadth  of  the  United 
States,"  were  the  wouds  of  compliment  from  almost 
every  visitor  to  the  Japanese  section  at  the  W01  Id  s 
Fair  both  in  Manufactures  and  the  Fine  Ai  t|Palace. 
It  is  most  gratifying  <«'  know  tt,at  Japan's  effo.  t 
has  been  so   much  appt  eciated  by  the  Ame.  ican 
public.     In  no   previous  international  exposition 
has   Japan    felt   so   much    interest   and  taken  so 
ea.nesia  participation  as  that  of  the  white  city. 
Since    Japan   heaid   of  this  gieal  exposition  and 
as  invited  to  participate  in  that  gieal  affair ,  every 
class  of  her  people— me.  chat  its,  manufacturers, 
a.  lists,  doctors,  and  p.  ofesso.  s— began  to  lake  a 
wa.m  interest  in  the  display  they  wanted  to  make 
in    Chicago.      Especially    in    manufacturing  dis- 
t.icts.the  Wot  Id's  Columbian  Exposition    was  a 
topic  of  conversation  both  private  an^  public,  which 
continued  to  he  always  fiesh  in  inteiestfoi  four 
yea.s.     In  almost  every  facloiy  of  note  one  could 
see  a  »ioup  of  men  and  women  solely  engaged  m 
making  exhibits  for  tlve  while  city.    They  did  no- 
thing else  then   but    the    making  of  things  for 
Chicago.      In  that  class  of  ai  tides  belonging  to 
fine  a.ts  they  weie  submitted  to  the  sevei  est  ctill- 
cisms,  which  .esulted  in  frequent  failmes,  but  the 
patience  of  a.tists  and  manufacturers  was  never 
exhausted.     They  would  peiseve.e  1.1  their  woik 
until  the  productions  of  their  skill  and  labour  had 
their  a.tistic  merits  fully  established  through  an 
01  deal  of  the  severest  of  criticisms.    This  fact,  and 
this  alone,  goes  lo  pet  petuate  the  value  and  merits 
of  those  things  which  are  looked  upon  111  Japan  as 
objects  of  fine  a.  t. 

WAR  AN   ENEMY  OF  ART. 
It  is  a  fact  lhat  Japan  since  the  influx  of  llie 
western  influence  has  lost  some  of  her  aitislic  skill 
and  purity  of  laste.    A  glimpse  into  the  history  of 
any  country  will  show  that  civil  wars  and  social 
commotions  always  biing  about  a  decline  in  art, 
industries,  and   manufactures.    Japan   has  had 
fiequent  disturbances  of  this  kind,  but  aftei  a  re- 
storation of  peace  her  aits  and  industi  ies  revived 
with  fresh  ene.gy  until  they  weie  ct  ushed  down  by 
the  next   war  or  some  other  desliuctive  commo- 
tions.   The  aitislic  and  industrial  class  of  Japan- 
ese en  joyed  a  pei  iod  of  undisturbed  peace  under 
the  Tokugawa  Shogunate  lor  about  550  years, 
during  which  lime  the  gieatesl  of  evety  branch 
of  ails  and   industi  ies  were  regulaily  pensioned 
by  the  government  under  the  enviable  privilege  of 
appointed  a.  lists  01   manufactures  to  the  Shogun- 
ate.  "  Don't  be  in  a  bin  1  y  to  make  anything  ;  take 
lime  and  let  your  productions  be  of  deserving  inei  it. 
Don't  aim  at  the   quantity  of  your  productions, 
but  let  the  quality  and   meiithe  the  ptiine  con- 
sideration.    Aim  at  inn  ivalled  meiitand  nothing 
else.     Count  failures  nothing.     Throw  them  away 
if  you  will  pi  ize  your  name     Do  the  work  over  and 
ovei  again  until  you  at  e  satisfied.     Frequency  of 
tiials   will    only   improve   you.      Repetitions  aie 
uevet  too  many,   if  you  can  only  p.oduce  a  thing 
of  artistic  me.il."      These  woids  embody  the  great 
pi  indole  under  which  the  gieal  masters  and  those 
looked  upon  as  a.tists  lived  and  wo.ked  the  whole 
of  ihei.  lifetime.     Under  the  liberal  patronage  of 
the  Tokugawa  Shogunate  a,  lists  of  evety  descrip- 
tion vied  with  one  another  lo  establish  their  names 
by  their  productions.     Gieat   batons  of  the  land 
also  extended  iheit  palionage  to  artists  of  respec- 
tive kinds   in  a  similar  way  lo  lhat  of  the  Cent!  a] 
govern  merit.    The  pi  od  net  ions  of  the  class  of  ai  lists 
wei  e  annua  lly  p.esented  to  the  reigning  SllOgUn 
by  the  1  especti ve  barons,  who  also  1  ivalled  with  one 
another  in  the  meiits  of  their  appointed  a.tists. 
In  ceramics  the  SalsUma  faience  was  one  of  those 
yeaily  presented  to  the  Sliogun  as  a  token  of  good- 
will   and  tespecl.     Hence  the  beauty  and  excel- 
,ence   of   the    waps   of  that   name.      In  making 
atiiclrs  of  this  kind   the  piihciple  above  quoted 
was  followed  to  the  vei  V  letter,  and  the  at  lists  wete 
so  piotected    that   they    could  faithfully  follow  it 
out.     'They  had  a  pension  lo  fall   back  on  in  case 
of  pecuniaty  necessity,  besides  liberal  donations 
which   were  frequently  made  not   only   by  their 
master  patron   but  by  others  who  adillired  their 
work.     In  this  way  the  aitislic   society    of  Japan 
enjoyed  its  life  in  the  genial .  atmosphet e  of  the 
Tokugawa  Shogunate.     But  along  witll  the  fall  of 
that  system  of  government   not  only  ai  lists,  but 
also  the  regulat   soldier   class,   found  themselves 
deprived  of  pensions.     'They  had  to  woik  fo.  their 
b.ead,   but  they   found   few  patrons,  of  their  arts. 
The  fall  of  the  'Tokugawa  Shogunate  in  1864,  im- 
mediately  followed    by  the   p.esenl  go  ve,  .1  men  I , 
naturally   caused   a    gt  eat  change  lb.  oughout  the 
whole  of  the  empii  e.     For  several  years  before  the 
fall  phenomena  of  civil  com  nioi  ion  we.  e  seen  in  every 
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part  of  lite  islands.  Tin  visit  of  American  wai  ships 
undei  Commodore  Peuy  was  ilia  dhabl  cause  of 
ihe  cmn  mu1  ion .  Tile  renouncement  ofilit*  tradition 
of  exclusion  l>y  die  Tokugawa  Government  was 
opposed  on  every  side.  Seveial  influences  win  U 
ed  together  and  mixed  willi  one  another  until  (lie 
question  did  not  centre  aiound  (lie  advisability  01 
not  of  opening  ilie  county  to  foieigu  commerce 
hut  it  came  to  he  whether  to  support  the  Shogun 
.lit  01  10  ifsioir  ilie  emperor  lb  the  virtual  rule 
ovei  the  land.  The  whole  country  was  ripe  for 
civil  wai.  But  by  the  quiel  lesignatiou  of  the  lasi 
of  the  Shoguus  the  go  vei  iiiuent  was  rest 01  ed  to  I  he 
emperor  without  involving  the  whole  countiy  in  a 
civil  war.  Theie  wei  e  battles  in  some  paits,  but 
they  were  almost  nothing  when  wc  compare  the 
greatness  of  the  change  to  which  the  whole  empii  e 
was  submitted. 

HAS  JAPAN  LOST  HER  ORIGINALITY? 
The  loss  oi  patronage,  coupled  with  social  dis 
tin  bailees,  discouraged  the  ails  and  industries  of 
the  island  empire,  while  at  the  same  time  the  in 
traduction  of  western  influences,  felt  in  almost 
evet  y  department  of  iis  social  life,  showed  itself  in 
the  creation  of  odd  mixtures  of  Occidental  and 
Oiiental  tastes  and  fashions.  Placed  under  such 
cii  c  u  instances,  has  Japan  uudeigoue  a  complete 
change  in  her  ails  and  industries?  Has  she  lost 
her  originality  and  pin  it y  of  taste  and  style  ?  No. 
It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  however,  that  in  the 
present  era  of  Meiji  spin ious  and  cheap  ai  tides 
were  manufactured  to  a  great  extent  under 
the  name  of  Japanese  wares.  This  can  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  along  with  the 
opening  of  foreign  maikelsaud  the  taste  displayed 
by  fot  eign  visitors  in  lire  choice  of  Japanese  wares, 
the  manufacturers  of  the  land  took  a  very  wide 
depaitme  from  the  old  style.  They  bent  their 
energy  to  making  something  which  would  find  a 
ma  1  ket  abi  oad,  at  t he  saccifice  of  originality.  This 
class  of  things,  consisting  of  porcelains,  lacquer 
wares,  textile  fahi  ics,  productions  of  glyptic  ait, 
were  biought  over  to  America  and  were  offei  ed  as 
Japanese  pits.  They  found  a  ready  market,  and 
the  lesult  was  an  increased  production  of  cheap 
'  and  impure  ai  tides.  Their  being  Japanese  things 
cannot  he  denied,  but  this  class  of  things  which 
aie  sadly  numerous  here  in  America  cannot  and 
must  not  be  looked  upon  as  1  epi  esentalives  of 
Yamato's  arts. 

JAPAN'S  ART   NOT   IN   ANTIQUES  ALONE. 

This  fact  having  been  pietty  well  known  to  a 
certain  class  of  the  collectois,  connoisseurs  and 
lovers  of  Japanese  things,  a  1  eaction  has  now  come 
in  the  form  of  a  tendency  to  seek  pure  Japanese 
ail  in  so-called  antiques  alone.  Anything  new 
finds  no  favour  in  llieir  eyes.  They  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  refuse  anything  and  everything  new 
irrespective  of  its  aitislic  met  it.  They  have  a 
presumption  if  not  a  piejudice  which  an  artistic 
success  cannot  breakthrough.  Butthete  can  he 
no  gieater  mistake,  nor  can  there  can  he  a  more 
cuisoiy  ohseivation,  than  to  condemn  the  present 
ait  of  Japan  as  inferior  because  new. 

HIGH   ART  NOT  DEAD. 

An  objection  might  be  laised  in  this  connect  ion 
that  the  art  of  Japan,  oiiginal  and  pure,  has  died 
with  the  fall  of  the  Tokugawa  Shogunate  and  that 
the  influx  of  western  influences  makes  the  piesenl 
productions  deserving  of  little  meiit.  There  is 
only  a  pai  tial  truth  in  this  assertion.  As  mention 
ed  elsewheie,  the  civil  commotions  pi  ior  to  and 
after  the  change  of  government  weie  not  long 
enough  to  see  an  entiie  loss  of  aitistic  skill  of  the 
whole  country.  Some  of  those  who  were  appoint- 
ed aitists  either  to  the  Tokugawa  Government,  or 
of  some  of  the  wealthy  barons,  are  still  living,  and 
there  aie  now  many  of  their  immediate  and  confi 
dential  disciples  who  aie  not  over  50  years  of  age. 
This  class  of  artists  are  loo  pioud  to  bow  down  to 
the  so-called  foreign  demand.  Without  a  doubt 
they  have  expei  ienced  haid  times  along  with  the 
change  of  things.  They  did  vei  y  little  in  apply- 
ing theii  skill.  But  they  have  never  been  trans- 
foi  ined  into  a  class  of  people  whose  sole  object 
lies  in  exchanging  their  productions  for  money. 
Veiy  little  coin  led  and  pationized  at  home,  while 
they  found  no  pations  abroad,  what  they  pio- 
duced  if  they  produced  at  all,  was  meiely  for 
their  own  satisfaction,  but  such  a  production 
often,  if  not  always,  deseives  veiy  great  meiit. 
Times  weie  such  that  those  who  would  be 
patrons  of  ait  had  all  of  their  time  and  at- 
tention concentrated  in  the  reorganization  of 
the  system  of  government,  education,  and  public 
woiks.  Duiiug  this  peiiod,  which  extend- 
ed over  about  fifteen  years,  the  only  stimulus 
and  encouragement  for  anists  weie  international 
expositions,  beginning  with  the  centennial,  among 
which  the  Paiisian  Exposition  of  1878  especially 
worked  like  magic  on  the  artistic  ciicle  of  Japan. 
Some  of  the  living  aitists  of  veiy  high  giade 
actually  sin  pi  ised  the  public  w  iih  their  mei  itoi  ious 


pioducltontt,  Aitists  of  meiit  weie  thought  to  be 
dead,  but  the  public  was  gieally  undeceived  by 
the  supei  h  works  of  some  of  the  living  ones.  Slil 
iheir  woi  ks  in  Pai  is  weie  not  appreciated  to  theii 
fullest  extent.  Most  of  the  highest  giade  weie 
biought  back  lo  Japan.  Notwithstanding  this 
fact,  the  last  universal  exposition  of  Paiis 
also  offered  a  remai liable  occasion  for  the  p 

duction  of  the  highest  grade.  Among  those  things 
sent  to  these  international  expositions  such  as  wi 
favouiably  compare  with  ihe  woiks  of  old  master!) 
were  not  lacking.  However  gieal  the  degiee  of 
encouragement  offered  by  any  of  the  international 
ex  posil  ions,  none  could  surpass  that  of  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition.  For  four  yeais  it  piesented  a 
hopeful  goal  hefoi  e  the  eyes  of  the  Yamato  aitists, 
most  of  whom  aie  now  aged  and  are  inipiessed 
with  a  feeling  lhal  il  will  be  the  lasl  oppoitunity 
to  display  the  productions  of  their  skill  on  such 
a  grand  occasion.  Now  that  the  fruits  of  their 
incessant  labour  of  four  yeais  have  been  ap- 
pieciated  in  the  way  just  quoted  at  the  head 
of  this  article,  the  ai  lists  at  home,  as  well  as  the 
public  in  geneial,  will  most  ceitainly  be  satisfied 
with  what  has  been  said  about  their  exhibits,  and 
this  will  si  11  el y  go  to  inciease  the  alieady  amic 
able  relations  between  the  people  of  the  United 
Sates  and  Japan.  The  only  legiettable  side  of 
this  great  exposition  is  the  haid  times  expei  ienced 
by  financial  circles,  coupled  with  an  impression 
that  Japanese  things  are  loo  dear  in  price,  so  thai 
notwithstanding  ihe  appreciation  of  the  woiksthey 
ad  a  very  limited  sale.  Most  of  the  best  things 
ave  to  go  home.  The  honour  and  pleasuie  of 
decorating  some  of  the  American  museums,  art 
institutes  or  pi  i  vale  pa  1  loin  s  has  been  refused  them. 

Whal  makes  your  things  so  dear?  Why  are 
ihey  so  costly  ?"  are  the  questions  often  asked  the 


witter  while  at  the  WoiM's  Fair.  The  result  is  a 
better  sale  of  cheaper  and  therefore  inferior  gi  ades 
of  woi  k.  For  instance,  in  cei  amies  what  is  classed 
as  expoit  goods  had  a  comparatively  good  sale, 
while  those  which  were  carefully  selected  out  of 
thousands  of  the  same  class  found  veiy  little 
palionage.  Of  the  Japanese  things  exhibited  at 
the  while  city  a  distinct  line  should  be  diawn 
between  the  true  objects  of  ail  and  so-called  com 
meicial  commodities.  But  the  wi  iter's  expei  ience 
at  the  woild's  fair  goes  to  prove  lhal  the  American 
public  has  not  yel  been  made  sufficiently  acquaint- 
ed with  Japanese  things  to  distinguish  one  fiom  the 
other,  hence  the  question,  "  Why  are  they  so  deal  ?" 
An  explanation  in  this  connection  might  not  be  out 
of  place.  In  what  are  classed  as  commei  cial  com- 
modities the  two  conditions  of  quantity  and  quality 
a  1  e  of  equal  importance,  while  in  the  so-called  objects 
of  ai  t  the  foi  mei  is  of  little  or  no  impoi  lance,  qua 
lily  and  merit  being  the  principal  and  sole  consi- 
derations. Now,  in  insuring  this  qualification  the 
ai  1  ist  has  lo  follow  the  principle  above  referred  lo. 
He  considers  no  amount  of  time  and  labour  too 
much  if  he  can  produce  something  of  seslhetical 
meiit.  This  fact  obliges  him  to  go  through  many 
and  vai  ied  failures,  and  eveiy  failine  improves 
his  ability  if  he  is  persevei  ing  enough.  He  is 
an  exceptionally  fortunate  artist  who  can  insure 
success  by  one  attempt.  This  does  not  mean,  how- 
ever, that  theie  is  no  work  of  merit  which  is  the 
fi  uil  of  one  at  tern  pi.  But  as  the  ai  tisl  woi  ks  on  he 
so  improves  in  his  ait  that  he  becomes  more  and 
more  seveie  in  his  judgment  of  his  own  woi  Ics, 
and  in  order  to  satisfy  himself  he  will  have  to  do 
over  again  ihe  woik  which  otheiwise  would  have 
satisfied  him.  He  is  not  a  glowing  artist  wh0 
feels  peifect  satisfaction  in  his  own  pioductious. 
EXPENSIVE  BUT  NOT  DEAR. 

The  outcome  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  anything 
of  decidedly  artistic  merit  commands  a  big  price. 
They  aie  ceilainly  expensive,  but  they  are  not 
dear,  as  some  people  would  have  it.  To  those 
not  acquainted  with  highei  pioductious  of  Japa- 
nese ai  l  it  might  seem  incredible  when  they  are 
told  that  a  tiny  box  of  gold  lacquer,  only  one  fool  by 
eight  inches,  represents  a  work  of  tluee  years.  Bui 
il  is  an  actual  fact,  as  is  well  known  to  connoisseui  s 
who  have  carefully  studied  our  art.  Not  only 
lacquer,  but  in  almost  every  branch,  this  holds 
true,  if  the  thing  be  of  deserving  merit.  When 
this  fact  is  taken  into  Consideration,  the  pi  ice 
asked  for  some  of  the  men toi  ious  exhibits  fi  om 
Japan  would  commend  themselves 
leasonable  but  rathei  modeiate. 

ft  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  add  that  among 
the  fair  visitors  who  could  affoid  lo  buy  objects  of 
ail  fiom  Japan  most  of  them  wei  e  influenced  by 
the  feeling  that  the  exhibits  aie  ove.  charged  and 
that  they  could  buy  them  cheaper  when  they  go 
to  Japan.  This,  again,  contains  only  a  pai  tial 


as  not  only 


o  vei 

Iruth.  The  pi  ices  aie  much  lower  theie,  but  in 
nothing  is  one  so  exposed  to  imposition  as'in  buy 
ing  the  so-called  <oh}ect$  of  fine  art.  Moieover, 
a  liaveller  in  Japan  will  ceitainly  ag.ee  willi 
me  thai  yonder  theie  is  hardly  a  place  whe.e 
eveiy  branch   of  ail   is  adequately   1  epi  esented. 


The  division  of  labour  goes  as  far  in  ibis  line  of 
profession  as  in  any  othei,  and  a  dealei  who  can 
invest  a  lai  ge  sum  of  money  foi  bis  li  ade  will  make 

hi  investment  in  ihe  line  in  which  be  has  most 

confidence  of  his  ability  and  knowledge;  hence 
his  collections  will  be  of  such  a  class  of  things 
as  he  is  confidently  acquainted  with.  And  if 
one  should  buy  anything  of  this  class  of  honour- 
able dealers  he  will  have  lo  pay  not  only  for  the 
things  he  buys,  but  also  for  the  confidence  he 
can  place  ill  Ihe  dealei  's  judgment,  Even  if 
he  is  willing  to  do  so,  he  will  often  have  to 
tiavel  a  veiy  extensive  aiea  in  oidei  to  make 
anything  like  a  decent  collection  of  Japanese  art. 
Taking  into  consideration  these  expenses,  duties, 
fi  eight,  etc.,  for  bringing  them  home,  the  things 
will  become  just  as  expensive  as  buying  them  here, 
if  not  more.  The  Woild's  Fair  has  been  a  rare 
oppoitunity  for  collectois  of  the  Yamato  aits, 
where  buyers  did  not  have  lo  pay  for  confidence, 
bill  for  things  alone  ;  but,  the  white  city  now  be- 
ing closed,  this  oppoitunity  is  gone.  The  things 
aie  mostly  packed  up  for  the  homeward  voyage. 

H.  SATOH,  Tokio,  Japan. 


THE  BLOCKADE  OF  BANGKOK. 


On  the  7th  November  Sir  C.  Dilke  asked  the 
Uo.lei-Secietaiy  of  Slate  for  Foieign  Affaiis,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  when  the  papers  lelating 
to  ihe  recent  difficulties  in  Siain  would  be  present- 
ed ;  and  whether  they  would  include  ihe  remon- 
slance  made  at  Paris  against  the  so-called  "  pacific 
blockade." 

Sir  E.  Grey  — I  regret  to  say  thai  I  am  not  in  a 
position  at  present  lo  make  any  statement. 

Mr.  Cuizon,  who  had  four  questions  relating  to 
Siain,  postponed  them  till  131I1  hist. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admii  ally  whether  lie  had  seen  a  statement,  vouch- 
ed by  an  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Pallas,  and 
published  in  The  Times  of  October  6,  thai  during 
ihe  so-called  "pacific  blockade"  of  Bangkok  by  the 
F.  ench  Her  Majesty's  ships  Pallas,  Swift,  and  Pig. 
my  were  all  "  removed  outside  ihe  blockade  limits 
at  the  orders  of  the  French  Admiral,"  and  "ie- 
mained  outside  the  blockade  limit  until  a  French 
gunboat  came  down  and  informed  us  that  the 
blockade  was  raised,  when  we  returned  with  ihe 
Pigmy  lo  the  bar  off  Bangkok"  ;  whether  he  had 
made  any  inquiry  into  the  accuracy  of  this  state- 
ment; whether  he  was  able  to  inform  the  House 
of  the  actual  facts  of  the  case,  and  whether  he 
would  lay  upon  the  lable  of  the  House  the  instruc- 
tions senl  to  Her  Majesty's  ships  as  to  their  con- 
duct during  the  so-called  "  pacific  blockade." 

Sir  E.  Grey  replied  to  the  questions  as  follows  : 
—  The  answer  lo  the  fiist  and  second  paragraphs 
is,  Yes.  Her  Majesty's  ships  Pallas,  Swift,  and 
Pigmy  did  move  outside  the  blockade  lines  after 
leceiving  notice  of  the  blockade  fiom  the  Fi  ench 
Admiral,  the  captain  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Pallas 
piefeiring  to  do  this  rather  than  to  remain  inside. 
He  leceived  no  "oider,"  as  it  has  been  called, 
from  the  French  Admiral  with  reference  to  his' 
movements.  The  only  instruction  given  on  ihe 
subject  of  the  blockade  was  that  ihe  first  con- 
sideiation  must  be  the  protection  of  Biiiish  sub- 
jects at  Bangkok,  and  that  the  Linnet  must  on  no 
account  leave  under  present  circumstances.  She 
accoidingly  lemained  there. 

Sii  E.  Ashmead-Barllell  asked  if  the  lion,  gen- 
tleman wilbdiew  the  contrary  answer  which  he 
gave  last  August  on  the  same  matter. 

Sir  E.  Grey— No,  Sir,  I  do  not  ;  and  my  answer 
was  not  contrary.— (Laughter.)  I  told  the  hon. 
gentleman  at  ihe  time  that  no  demand  had  been 
made  for  ihe  withdrawal  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
from  Bangkok,  and  lhal  no  such  demand  would 
have  been  admitted  if  it  had  been  made.  There 
is  no  contradiction,  if  in  the  answer  just  given  I 
have  said  the  instructions  weie  that  the  Linnet 
must  on  no  account  leave  Bangkok,  and  she  ac- 
cordingly lemained. 

Mr.  G.  Bowles — Are  we  to  understand  that  the 
Othei  vessels  left  of  their  own  accoid,  and  without 
any  request  from  the  French  Admiral? 

Sii  E.  Grey— The  captain  of  the  Pallas  leceived 
notice  from  the  Fiench  Ad.niial  a3  to  the  line  of 
the  blockade.  He  was  left  to  lake  what  measu.es 
he  thought  proper  for  observing  the  blockade  till 
he  received  instructions  from  home.  He  might 
easily  have  remained  inside,  so  far  as  the  French 
wei  e  concerned. 

Mr.  Bowles— Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  through  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, admitted  that  that  was  not  a  blockade? 
I  should  like  10  ask  by  whal  kind  of  authority  or 
shallow  of  right  any  suggestion  oro.dei  was  made 
by  the  Fi  ench  commander  lo  ihe  English  Com- 
mander. 

Sir  E.  Giey— The  French   Government  had 
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slated  lUal  the  blockade  would  begin  on  31s  ,  and 
ShHe  communications  «,e  still  passing  be 
He    Majesty's  Government  and  ihe  French  Go- 
"  ,    by    a  m.sunde,  standing   the  French 

Admnal  bad  already  give  -ice  of  ^W*jJ- 

a  few  days  ea.lier.  TI.erefo.  e  it  was  not  possible 
5«t  mofe  definite  in*  notions  coulc I  have  been 
se..l  fro.11  bome.-£o«*>«  and  China  Express. 


4— Kt  to  Q  5 
5  — B  to  K  2 


CHESS. 


1  to  lie  addressed  to  tlieCB««»  K> 


(AllC'xn  uuiitcation 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the 
Rooms,  No.  86,  Main  Sueet,  013  Monday 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p.m. 


Club 

,  and 


The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  in*eis  at 
Mitropole  on  Fiidays  frdm  1  to  11  p.tn 


the  Motel 


Solution 

WHITE. 

[_B  to  K  B  5 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  6,ch. 

3 —  Kt  10  K  6,  mate 

3 — B  to  K  4,  male 

2—  Kt  to  Q  Kt  5,  cb. 

3—  B  to  Q  3,  mate 

2_Kt  to  Q  Kt  5,  cli. 

3—  B  to  K  4,  male 

2—  R  (Q  B  3)  x  P 

3 —  Kt  mates 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  6,  cb. 

3—  B  to  O  3,  mate 

2—  Kt  to  Q  Ki  5. 

3—  Kt  to  Q  3,  mate 


on  Prop i. i'.m 


N<>.  102. 

BLACK 

i_K  x  R  (K  4) 
2  —  K  to  K  B  5 

if  2— K  to  Q  4 

if  i — K  x  R(QB6) 
2-K  10  Q  B  5 

if  ,_p  x  R  (K  4) 

2— K  to  Q  4 


5-  Q  t0  Q  3 

6—  Q  Kt  to  B  3 

Nor  is  this  commendable.  Mr.  Tschigorin  shows  his  judgment 
lit  Ita  worst,  thu.  far  in  the  match,  all  through  this  game.  Here 
hl'couTddriVe  back  the  Knight  by  P  .0  Q^,»»^ 

to  K  2  and  P  to  K  B  4,  in  case  of    B  to  B  3,  ami  secure  it 

fairly  good  position.  to  B  3 

7—  Kt  to  Kt  5  7— Kl  ,ak"  Kl 

8-  0  takes  Kt  8-Q  to  Kt  3 
q—O  10  K  2  9-V  10  Q  3 

,o-  Kt  to  B  3  10— B  to  Q  2 

11  —  B  to  Q  Kt  4! 

I2-PtoQ3  I2-Q'oR3 

To  compel  P  10  B  4.    Black  slowly,  but  surely  in- 

better  posted  that  Ins  own. 


8_P  t0  Q  3  8-B  10  K  Kt  5  ! 

9— P  to  B  3  9— Kl  10  Q  2 

10— Kt  to  K  3  io— B  to  R  4 

 The  sacrifice  is  hardly  sound.   Yet  10  B 

takes  Kt  was  not  hopeful-from  a  strategic  standpoint,  this 
opening  also  goes  in  favour  of  White. 

n_B  takes  Kt  11— P  lakes  B 

!2  — Q  to  R  4 
Of  cours7  there  is  the  usual  risk  in  gain  of  this  sort,  and,  as 
will  be  seen,  Dr.  Tarrasch  does  not  sufficiently  bear  it  in  mind. 


12-B  to  Q  Kt  3 

13  —  Castles 

14—  Kt  to  B  4 

15—  Kt  to  K  3 

16—  B  lakes  Kt 

17—  P  lakes  P 


,3— P  10  B  4 

14 —  Castles  ? 

15-  B  to  K  3 
,6_Q  R  lo  Kt  sq. 

17_Ft,.  Q  R  3 

This  also  favours  the  adversary  P  to  Q  Kt  3.  to  estabhsh  a 
"  block,"  or  H  to  Q  a  would  be  preferable. 

17— P  to  R  5 


13—  B  to  B  3 

14—  P  10  R  3  ! 

15-  Q  l"  Kl  3 

16-  P  to  Q  R  4 


if 


1-  P  X  Kt 

2 —  Anything. 


if  ,_p  x  R  (Q  B  6) 
2—K  10  Q  B  5 

if  1— P  to  Q  4 
2—K  X  K  (K  4) 


18—  P  to  K  4 

19—  Kt  to  K  2 

20—  B  to  Q  2 


18—  K  R  i"  Q 

19—  Kt  to  Q  2? 

20—  Kt  t<>  B  sq. 

21—  B  10-Q  2 

Now  this  Bishop  manoeuvre  is  too  late  to  do  any  good 
Black  Knight  arriving  at  Q  5  must  be  taker. 


The 


2— R  to  K  4,  cb. 
3_Kt  to  Q  Kt  5,  mate 

3_B  to  K  6,  mate, 


if  i  — P  to  Q  Kt  6,  c 
moves  B 

2_K  X  R  (Q  B  6) 


21  —  Kt  to  B  3 

22  — Kt  to  Q  5! 

23—  B  P  takes  B 

24—  Q  to  B  2 

25  — B  to  B  3 

26  —  B  to  K  Kt  4 

27—  Q  t»  K  2 

28—  P  to  R  4  I 

29—  Q  to  K  3 

30—  B  to  Q  sq. 


if  2  —  K  10  Q  4 


Coned  solutions  . ecefved  from  O.nega,  Digam- 
ma   W  H.S.,  I  D.,  and  ].W.E. 
ma6,B.-lT  Black  replies  I-P   X    Kt,  \  « 

;,-  T?  (  n  ~,\  v  P     Y0111    move  01  2 — lvt 
tmualion  is  K  (D  j)  X  r. 

  Kt  5  cb.  is  defeated  by  K  X  K. 

Particular  attention  is  called  .o  the  problem 
with  which  we  open  the  New  Year  ...  this  week  * 
issue.  Foil  move  problems  a,e  not  pop.,  ar  w.H 
any  section  of  the  Chess  wo.  Id,  but  .he  brilliant 
and  beautiful  strategy  of  the  o.iginal  position  be- 
low will  amply  .epay  whatever  tune  is  bestowed 
npon  it.  F.Hlber,  it  has  been  specially  composed 
foPr  o„r  column,  and  dedicated  by  the  au.ho.  to 
Messrs.  G.iffin  and  Balk,  of  the  Yokohama  Chess 
Club.   


22— B  to  Q  B  3 
23_B  takes  Kt 

24—  B  to  B  3 

25—  B  to  Kt  4 

26—  K  R  to  B  sq. 

27—  R  to  B  2 

28—  Q  to  K  sq  ? 

29—  B  to  0  'q- 

30—  P  to  B  3 
?i—0  to  B  2 

P  to  B  4  would  be  far  better  than  this  though  that  sayslittle 

3i_p  to  R  5 
«_ QioKta  32    R  to  K  R  3 

g_p\0Kt4  33-B.0KK.4 
to  R  3  34-K  to  B  sq. 

With  the  intention  of  getting  into  pe,  feet  safety 
at  Kt'sq^'and  Playing  the  Queen  Rook  accord.ng  to  requ.rement 
White  being  harmless  meanwhile 


By 


Problem  No.  104. 
A.  L.  Jordan,  Nagasaki. 


35—  K  to  Kt  <q 

36—  P  to  K  K  ; 
37_R  10  K  R  2 

38—  R  to  Kt  2 

39—  Q  10  Q  2 

40—  l'  to  B  4 

Jv  this  and   P  to  Q  Kt  4  Black  is  able  to 

brr'ak  in/and  White's  defence  goes  lor  nothing  He  ,s  virtually 
a  Rook  minus. 


35-  Q  1(1  K  2 

36-  Q  to  K  sq. 

37 —  R  to  Ki  2 

38—  B  to  B  2 

39-  Q  10  Q 

40—  Q  t"  K  sq. 


4,_B  lo  Q  sq. 

42—  B  to  K  2 

43—  B  P  takes 

44—  O  to  Q  sq 

45—  P  takes  P 
46  — Kt  to  R  2 

Pto  Ktx-almost  anything  but  this.  A  more  spiritless  per 
forming  on  thepa.t  of  Ihe  Russian  representat.ve  has  not  been 
made  public  within  recent  years.  ^  K  6  ch- 


41-Q  R  '<>  K  B  sq. 
42_P  takes  K  P 

43—  K  R  I"  B  2 

44—  P  to  Kt  4  ! 

45 —  B  takes  P 


13  -Q  takes  B  P 
14— Kt  to  B  5 
15  — P  to  O  4 
,6— P  lakes  P 

17 —  P  lakes  B 

18—  K  to  R  sq. 

Perhaps  the  Oueen  should  have  returned  before,  but  now 
certainly  it  would  be  only  common  prudence  to  make  for  home. 
Therefore  18  O  to  B  4  should  have  been  played. 

,8-Q  toQ6! 

19—  B10K3  19-Q10K7 

  Elack  recovers  his  lost  Pawn  now,  with  some 

chances  of  attack  besides. 

20—  Kt  to  R  4  20-B  lakes  B 

2I  —  p  lakes  B  21—  Q  lakes  KP 

22-  Q  to  B  4  22— K  R  to  Q  -q. 

23—  Kt  to  B  5 

If  23  Q  to  K  R  sq.,  Q  to  Kt  4 ;  24  Kt  to  B  5,  R  to  Q  7,  &C.. 
Black  would  have  the  superiority.  White  has  no  control  over  K 
to  B  4,  as  against  the  adverse  Knight 

23-Q  to  Q  7 

24_R  to  K  Kt  sq.  24— P  to  Ki  3 

25—  Rio  Ki  2  25— Q10B4 

26—  Kt  10  K  7  ch.  26—  K  to  Kt  2 
27_Kt  to  Q  5  27-Q  to  R  3 

27  Q  takes  B  P  would  hardly  do,  on  account 

of  28  RtoKB  s'q.'ttnd  perhaps  29  1st  takes  P.    Anyway,  the 
opening  of  the  file  would  be  dangerous. 

28—  Q  R  to  K  Kt  sq.     28— R  to  Q  2 

29—  Q  10  B  6 

White  aaain  wins  a  Pawn-but  this  time  it  is  no  advantage 
according  to  .he  merits  .of  position.  Black  will  double  his 
Rooks  and  drive  away  the  Knight,  however,  White  may  play. 

29— Q  R  10  Q  ~q. 

30—  Q  takes  R  P  3°— R  10  Q  3 

31—  g  to  K  2  31— K  10  R  sci- 

A  safety  play.  The  king  might  be  checked  by  Kt 
toB  "s'i'nce'rtain  contingences,  and  he  was  in  line  of  the  adverse 
Rooks. 

32—  Q10K3  32-P'oKt4 
^3_.(3  to  K  sq.  33-P  to  K  B  3 

34—  R  to  K  B  2 

It  would  be  just  as  well  to  push  on  with  the  Pawns,  and  let 

the  pieces  be  moved  of  necessity. 

34— P  to  B  3  ! 

35—  KtioK  3  35-Q  ll>  £4 

36—  Kim  Kt  2?  36— RtoQ6 
37_R  (Kt  sq.)  to  B  sq.  37  — Q  to  B  2  ! 
38-P10K14  38-Q10R2! 
39_0  to  B  sq.  39-Q  1(1  R  3 
4o_Q  u>  B  2  40— Q  to  B  5 
41  — R  lo  B  sq. 

This  of  course  is  a  blunder.  But  the  position  bristles  with 
difficulties.  The  White  Knight  is  unfortunately  placrd,  and 
should  have  gone  to  B  5.  at  all  hazards,  on  the  36th  move. 

4I_R  takes  Q  BP 
and  White  Resigned. 
..  o  takes  R  O  takes  Q  ;  43  R  takes  Q,  R  to  Q  8  ch  ;  winning 
the  two  pieces  for  the  if.n     cannot  play  to  Kt  .  before  giving 
up  the  Rook,  because  of  ,  Kt  to  B  5  ch,  and  mate  ,n  two 


more  moves. 


47__K  to  R  sq. 

48—  Ki  10  B  sq. 

49—  Ki  to  Q  2 

50—  P  takes  P 

51_Ki  to  K  4 

52 —  R  to  R  sq. ! 

53-  K  i"  R  2 


47_p  to  Ki  4 

48—  P  to  Q  4  '• 

49—  B  to  B  3 

50 —  B  takes  P 

s'-Q  10  B  3, 
52  —  K  to  B  5  ! 

153  —  R  lakes  Kt 


Mack  now  concludes  the  affair  in  mercifully  ex- 
peditions style. 

24_P  takes  R 


While  to  play  and  male  in  foil. 


to  o  ves . 


55- 
56- 

57- 
58- 
5Q- 


-B  to  B  -q. 
-B  lakes  B 
-Q  10  R  sq. 

-d  10  q  ki 

-K  t<>  R  sq. 


54—  B  lakes  P 

55 —  B  lakes  R 

56 —  R  to  B  7 

57—  P  to  K  5! 

58—  Q  to  O  3  ch 
59  —  R  lakes  B 


60  — Resigns. 


Sixth   and   Seventh  games  in  the  Tar.asch  v 
TscbigO.  in  malch. 

SIXTH  GAME. 
French  Defence, 
notes  by  jas.  mason. 

WHITE. 
Tschigorin. 

I  — P  lo  K  4 
2— Q  to  K  2? 
3_p  .0  K  Kt  3 
4_-B  to  Kt  2 

Kt  toK  B  3,  as  in  previous  games,  to  be  able  to  exchange 
when  Black  plays   Kt  to  Q  5,  seems  better. 


BLACK. 
Tarrasch. 

1— P  10  K  3 
2_P  to  Q  B  4 
3-K1  to  Q  B  3 


SEV I? NTH  GAME. 

NOTES  BY  JAS 

WHITE. 
Tarrasch. 

,_p  to  K  4 
2_K  Ki  to  B  3 


3_B  to  Kt  5 

4—  B  t..  R  4 

5—  Ki  i»  B  3 

6—  Kl  tr.  Q  5 

7 —  Castles  • 


MASON  . 

BLACK 
Tschigorin. 
I  — P  to  K  4 

O  Kt  10  B  3 
10  Q  R  3 
Ki  10  B  3 

5—  B  to  Ki  5 

6—  B  10  R  4 

7—  P  10  Q  3 


x—  P 


4—1 


It  is  a  question  whether  this  is  an  improvement  on 
naturally  soon  follow. 


f. A  TEST  TELEGRAMS. 



[R'EUter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  December  30. 
It  is  feared  that  Major  Wilson  and  his  party, 
who  were  recently  cut  off  fiom  the  rest  of  the 
attacking  column  in  Mataheleland,  have  been 
killed  by  the  Matabele. 

Yellow  fever  of  the  worst  description  has 
broken  out  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

London,  January  1. 
The  Revenue  Returns  for  the  last  nine  months 
show  a  deficiency  iy?  two  millions. 

Renter's  special  correspondent  at  Bulawayo 
says  that  the  natives  are  positive  that  a  portion 
of  Major  Wilson's  parly  has  escaped. 

Twenty-five  vessels  have  entered  the  Manches- 
ter Canal. 

The  Chief  Tustice  of  Hongkong  [Fielding 
Clarke,  LL.B.]  has  been  knighted. 
Obituary — Samuel  Barker. 

London,  January  2. 
The  Duke  of  York  has  declined  the  invitation 
visit  the  Australian  Colonies  for  domestic 
reasons. 

Riots  continue  throughout  Sicily,  and  are  of 
so  serious  a  nature  as  to  amount  almost  to  a 
revolution.  The  garrison  has  been  reinforced 
by  40,000  men  by  calling  out  the  reserves. 
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London,  January  3. 
A  state  of  siege   has  been  inaugurated  in 
Sicily. 

Severe  cold  and  heavy  snowfalls  liavc  visited 
London  and  tlie  provinces,  while  at  Paris,  Rome, 
and  other  places  on  the  Continent  blizzards 
have  occurred,  and  on  the  British  coasts  many 
ships  have  been  wrecked. 

In  the  United  States  the  Democrats  propose 
the  introduction  of  an  income-tax  to  replace  the 
loss  of  revenue  resulting  from  the  reduction  of 
the  tariff. 

[Spici.m.ly  TiHORAFHlD  to  run  ••Javan  Daily  Mail. "J 
{From  the  "  North  China  Daily  Niw*"!. 


London,  December  27. 

Latest  advices  from  Mashonaland  report  that 
the  forces  under  Majors  Forbes  and  Wilson  are 
all  right.  Lobengula  has  fled,  and  the  country 
is  quieting  down. 

A  verdict  of  "  not  proven  "  has  been  returned 
in  the  Ardlamont  Mystery  case,  in  which  a  Mr. 
Monson  was  charged  with  the  murder  of  Lieut. 
Bamborough. 

Further  despatches  from  Mashonaland  state 
that  Major  Forbes  repelled  a  fierce  attack  ol 
the  Matabele,  but  was  compelled,  through  lack 
of  rations,  to  retreat  from  the  Shangani  river. 
During  the  retreat,  the  gun  carriages  were 
abandoned  and  the  horses  were  killed  and  eaten 
for  food.    The  forces  arrived  safely  at  Quyati. 

The  two  authors  of  the  Barcelona  theatre  out- 
rage, recently  arrested,  have  confessed  their 
guilt. 

Fresh  fighting  between  Protestants  and  Catho- 
lics is  reported  from  Uganda. 

The  apparatus  and  material  necessary  for 
manufacturing  bombs  on  a  wholesale  scale 
have  been  found  in  a  cave  on  a  mountain  near 
Barcelona. 

London,  December  28. 

Religious  conflicts  have  broken  out  amongst 
Mussulmans  and  Armenians  in  Muscat.  Several 
Armenians  have  been  injured" and  a  number  of 
arrests  made. 

Serious  riots  have  broken  out  in  Sicily  against 
the  local  taxes.  The  mob  attacked  the  barracks 
at  Caltanisetta  and  fired  the  town-hall,  post- 
office,  and  other  buildings.  There  have  been 
conflicts  between  the  troops  and  people  in 
Lercara  de  Freddi.    Several  persons  were  shot. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 ♦  

THE  NEXT  MAIL  IS  DUE 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  perN.Y.  K.  Friday,  Jan.  lath. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Monday,  Jan.  8th.* 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Wed'day,  Jan.  i8th.t 

From  Hongkong    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Thursday,  Jan.  nth.j 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Jan.  14th. 

From  Canada,  Sec.    ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Mon.lay,  Jan.  22nd. 
From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N   D.Lloyd  Wednesday,  J  an.  24th. 

From  Hongkong           per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Feb.  1st. 

•  Oceanic  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  December  12nd. 
X  City  of  Rh  ,te  Janeiro  left  San  Francisco  on  December  30th, 
5  Selgic  left  Hongkong  on  January  4th.  The  English  mail  is  on 
board  the  steamer  Mogul, 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Jan.  jth. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki   per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  Jan.  9th. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Jan.  13th. 

For  Victoria,  B.C., and 

Tacoma,  Wash           per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  Jan.  13th. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Jan,  14th. 

For  America    per  P.M.  Co.  Tuesday,  Jan.  23rd. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  Jan.  23rd. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  Lloyd  Sunday,  Jan.  26th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  Feb.  2nd. 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 


Yokohama  Mavu,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 
29th  December, — Shanghai  and  ports  23rd  De- 
cember, Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mudie, 
30th  December, — Hongkong  22nd,  Nagasaki 
27th,  and  Kobe  28th  December,  Mails  and 
General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  30th  December,— Otaru  via  ports  26th 
December,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Pent,   Aineiican  steamer,   2,540,    Daniel  Fiielr, 

3111  December,' — San  Francisco  91I1  December, 

Mails  and  General.  —  P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Victoria,  Biilish steamer,  1,991,  J.  Panton,  K.N.R., 

31st  December, — Tscoma,  Wash.,  vi.t  victoria, 
B.C.)  151I1  December,  Mails  ami  Geneial.*— 
Dodwell,  Cat  lill  &  Co. 

Frigga,  Gei  man  steamer,  1,400,  Nager,  1st  Jann 
hi  y,  —  Hamhiiig  via,  polls,  Geneial. — Simon, 
Evers  &  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Kkstiand, 
1st  Januai  y,  —  Kobe  31st  Decembei ,  Genei  al.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Benvettue,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,467,  Thompsen,  3rd 

January,  —  Hongkong  271I1  December,  Geneial. 

—  C01  nes  lx  Co. 
China,  British  steamer,  2,60.0,  Win.  Ward,  31  d 

Januai  y, —  Hongkong  via  polls,  27 ih  December, 

'Mails  and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Anaconda,  American  schoonei,  40,  A-  Lawson, 

4th  January,  —  Noith    Pacific,  Sealing   Gear. — 

( 'a  pi  ain  , 

Empress  of  'Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 
Lee,  R.  N.  R  ,  4th  January,  —  Hongkong  via  poi  is 
271I1  December,  Mails  and  Geneial. — Frazar  & 
Co. 

Etluope,  British  steamer,  1,950,  F.  Wankee,  4th 

January,  —  Middlesboio'  via  poits,  Geneial. — 

Smith,  Bakei  &  Co. 
Gulf  of  Genoa,  Biilish  steamer,  1,836,  Swan,  4th 

Januaiy, — New    Y01  k    via    ports,    General. — 

Fi  azar  &  Co. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

4th  January, — Oiaui  via  ports  301I1  December, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   1,512,  C. 

Young,  41  h  Januaiy, —  Kobe  31  d  Januaiy,  Ge 

neral. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Melbourne,  Fiench  steamer,  3,400,  Vimbnt,  51I1 

Januaiy,  —  Marseilles    251  h    November,  Hong 

kong  281  li  December,  Shanghai  Isl  Januai y,  and 

Kobe  4.1I1,    Mails  and   General.  —  Messageries 

Mai  it  imes  Co. 
Bullmouth,    Biilish   steamer,   2,040,    Scolt,  6t)' 

Januaiy, — Batoum  via  Kobe,   Light. — ■Samuel 

Samuel  &  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 
Mandjur  (9),  Russian  gunboat,  Captain  Audreeff, 

301  h  Decembei,  —  Kobe. 
Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  Hugo  Walter, 

31st  December, —  Hongkong  via    ports,  Mails 

and  General.  —  H.  Alliens  &  Co.,  Nachf. 
Natal,  French   steamer,  4,038,   H.  Veuon,  31st 

December, — Shanghai    via    Kobe,    Mails  and 

General. —  Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Palinurus,  British  steamer,  1,539,  Jackson,  31st 

December,  —  London  via  poi  Is,  General.  —  But- 

terfield  &  Swire. 
Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 

31st  Decembei, — Otaiu  via.  ports,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Victoria,  British  steamer,  1,991,  J.  Panton,  R.N.R., 

31st  Decembei, — Hongkong  via  ports,  General. 

—Dodwell,  Ca. lill  &  Co. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,    31st     December, —  Kobe,    General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Kintuck,  British  steamer,  2,312,  Kemp,  isl  Janu- 
ary,—  London    via    ports,    Geneial.  —  W.  M. 

Sti  achan  &  Co. 
Peru,   American   steamer,   2,540,    Daniel  Friele, 

1st  Januai  y, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. — 

P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Priok,  German  steamer,  1,635,  Madsen,  1st  Janu 

ary, —  Hamburg    via    poi  ts,    General. — Simon, 

Evers  &  Co. 

Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 

2nd  January, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Genkai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  846,  Thomsen, 

3rd  January, — Chemulpho  via  ports,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mercury  (13),  cruiser,  Captain  W.  Fawkes,  3rd 

3rd  January, —  Hongkong  via  Nagasaki. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 

3rd    Januaiy, — Otaru    via    ports,    General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Carmarthenshire,  Biilish  steamer,  1,775,  H-  N. 

Vyvyan,  3rd  January, —  London  via  ports,  Ge 

neral. — Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 
China,  British  steamer,  2,600,  Win.  Ward,  5th 

January, — San  Erancisco,  Mails  and  General. 

—P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Empress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 

Lee,  R.N.R.,  5th  January, — Vancouver,  B.C., 

Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS 


ARRIVED. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  from  Hong- 
kong :— Miss  Katsuko  Aikawa,  Messrs.  Santos 
and  2  brothers,   Ro  Wing  Sic,   Yung  Sluing, 


Mian  Chuk  San,  and  Cluing  Poo  in  see., ml  1  lass  ; 
Messis.  Solleway,  Beiuhaiil  Pi  iedi  tch,  and  John 
Ki  iedi  ich  in  ihil  d  class,  and  44  Chinese  on  d<  I  l< . 

Pet  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  polls:  —  Miss  L.  Lovell,  Messis. 
Ah  Sun,  Siw  Hong,  MOriS  Leem,  Maisuuia,  H. 
F.  Comes,  R.  Kirby,  Quick,  M.  Baggallay, 
Wong,  Lee,  Uiganhimorr,  Seki,  S.  Mima,  M. 

Komuka,  and  K.  Chiga  in  cabin  ;  Cflpt,  Ballard, 
Me38IB,  Monlein,  Den  Haik,  Monison,  Kiyosuye, 
Shimadzu,  Sailo,  Hashiguchi,  Nuba  I  a,  and  Hashi- 
moto in  second  class,  and  32  passengei  s  in  sleei  age. 

Per  Biilish  steamei  Ancona,  from  Hongkong 
via  poits:  — Mr.  Davis,  Mi.  Eaile,  Mr.  W.  Neale 
Ttiinei,  Miss  Pasley,  Mr.  T.  Naka in  111  a ,  Lieut. 
J.  H.  Lambert,  R. M.L.I'.,  Private  D.  Cross,  Mi. 
Ah  Wai,  Mr.  F.  II.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  H.  Victor 
Gielen  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  fioin 
Otaru  via.  poits:— Mr.  M.  Kazimer  and  Mr.  A. 
Yagahashi  in  cabin  ;  6  p/issengei  3  in  second  class, 
and  38  passengeis  in  sleeiage. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco:—  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mi.  Ciaw- 
ford,  Mr.  Wahei,  Rev.  Di .  and  Mis.  Thomas, 
Mi.  Sudzuki,  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mis.  Shields,  and 
M  iss  Hatch  in  cabin. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  from  Kobe  : 
— 6  passengeis  in  second  class  and  27  passengeis 
in  steerage. 

Pei  Biitish  steamer  China,  from  Hongkong  via, 
poils: — Mis.  Stafford,  Mis.  Stephens,  Mi.  Geo. 
Macondiay,  and  Captain  P.  de  Lemassheff -,ky  in 
cabin  ;  2  Europeans  and  70  Chinese  in  sleeiage. 
For  San  Fiancisco:  Mrs.  Heniy  and  Miss  Heniy 
in  cabin. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports:  —  Mr.  I  I agen ineyei  and  daughter, 
Lieut.  Ta's-etomi,  M  1 .  S.  Yamada,  Mi.  N.  Adachi, 
Mi.  and  M.s.  T.  Smith,  and  Mi.  and  Mi s.  Saigo 
in  cabin;  Mis.  and  Miss  Takelomi  in  second 
class,  ami  5  passengers  in  sleeiage. 

Pei  Biilish  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  fiom 
Hongkong  via  poits: — Captain  and  Mis.  Dil 
Bensson,  Messrs.  R.  W.  Maxwell,  Geo.  Tiee, 
la  Hers,  and  E.  T.  Nicholas  in  cabin;  Mrs.'SuZlfUi 
Naiio  in  second  class.  In  transit  for  Vancouver, 
B.C.  :— Messi  s.  A.  A.  Donaldson,  T.  Beubachet, 
J.  Tnllocll,  A.  Allen,  Sir  Thomas  and  Lady 
Mcll  wi  ailh,  and  Mi  .  H.  J.  Dull  on  in  cabin  ;  Mis. 
Lum  Yen  Tying  and  Captain  Adams  in  second 
class,  and  136  Chinese  and  7  Japanese  in  Asiatic 
steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Kobe  : — Mr.  Kaisoo  in  cabin  ;  1  passenger  in 
second  class,  and  21  passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  French  steamer  Melbourne,  from  Marseilles 
via  pons  :— Mr.  Dubuffel,  Mr.  H.  Mutsu,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Koumasaki  and  4  infants,  Mi.  Tadihi  Mi- 
kouno,  Mr.  Gilbeit  Roux,  Dr.  Yamamoto,  Mr. 
Harvey  Chevallier,  and  M.  de  Velleneuve  in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Natal,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:  — Miss  Thomas,  Mr.  H.  Moto,  Mr,.  T.  T. 
Schuster,  Jun.,  Dr.  Franz  Weinitz,  Mr.  K.  Sago, 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Doceul,  Mr.  Geuges,  Mr.  Maziels, 
Mr.  Rolph  Payet,  Mr.  W.  F.  Hawkins,  Captain 
Powell,  Mr.  W.  H.  B.  Nioh,  Mi.  Heniy  Skeen, 
Mr.  L.  C.  Lebedoer  and  2  daughters,  Mr.  John 
Lee  Downey,  and  Mr.  G.  Racine  in  cabin. 

Per  Japansse  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  for 
Shanghai  and  poits: — MissG.  Lamar,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Evers,  Master  Evers  and  governess,  Go- 
vernois  R.  Mukai,  G.  Oshiio,  and  M.  Hashimoto 
in  cabin;  Mrs.  Murakoshi,  Mr.  H.  Tani,  and  Mr. 
Taketichi  in  second  class,  and  23  passengers  in 
steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  for  San  Francisco  : 
-Rev.  C.  S.  Eby,  Mr.  Be.nhard  Fredericks,  Mr. 
John  Fredericks,  Mr.  C.  H.  Hagemeyer,  Miss 
Hagemeyei,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hashiguchi,  Mrs. 
Henry,  Miss  Henry,  Mr.  F.  S.  James,  Mr.  C. 
Jeivis,  Captain  P.  de  Lemasheffsky,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Lawieuce,  two  children,  and  infant, 
Mr.  Albert  Molschmann,  Mr.  Martin* Shea,  Mr, 
H.  E.  Simon,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Tut  lie  in  cabin. 

Per  Biilish  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  for 
Vancouver,  B.C.  :— Mis.  Allen,  Mr.  A.  Allen, 
Mr.  M.  Baggallay,  Mr.  T.  Buibacher,  Mr.  A.  A. 
Donaldson,  Mr.  H.J.  Dulton,  Mr.  Keator,  Sir 
T.  and  Lady  Mcllwraith,  Mr.  Neale-Turner, 
Captain  V.  C.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  J.  Tulloch  in  cabin  . 


REPOR  TS. 
The  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  Captain  Hugo 
Waller,  reports:  —  Left  Hongkong  the  23rd  De- 
cember at  9  a.m.  ;  up  to  Brothers  Islands  had  fine 
weather  with  light  variable  winds,  north  to  east 
and  nearly  smooth  sea  ;  thence  overcast,  stiff  N.E. 
winds  and  rough  sea,  with  light  swell  ;  through  the 
eastern  sea,  variable  winds,  moderate  sea,  and 
most  cloudy  sky;  on  the  south  coast  of  Japan 
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stiff  N.W.,  willi  rough  sea  and  swell,  passing 
showeis.  Ai  lived  al  Yokohama  ihe  29U1  Decem- 
ber al  9  a.m.  . 

The  American  steamer  Peru,  Captain  D.  r  1  lele, 
reports  :— Left  San  Francisco  thegih  December  at 
4  p.m.;  first  pari  of  passage  bad  moderate  wind 
and  sea;  latter  part,  strong  westerly  gales  with 
high  seas  to  poii.  Ai  lived  at  Yokohama  the  31st 
December.    Time,  21  days. 

The  Bi  ilish  steamer  Benvenue,  Captain  Thomp- 
sen,  repo.ts:— Left  Hongkong  the  27th  Decembe. 
at  3  p.m.;  had  strong  N.E.  to  N.W.  winds  and 
fine,  clear  weather  continuing  until  the  1st  Janu- 
ary,' when  set  in  thick  rainy  and  misty  weather 
and  moderate  variable  winds  until  the  2nd,  when 
weather  cleared  with  moderate  N.E.  and  N.W. 
winds  to  arrival  al  Yokohama  the  3rd  January  at 

9 "The  British  steamer  China,  Captain  W.  Ward, 
reports:— Left  Hongkong  the  271I1  December, 
Nagasaki  the  31st,  and  Kobe  the  2nd  January 
expeiienced  fine  weather  with  moderate  to  strong 
N.E.  and  N.W.  winds  ;  thence  to  port  fine,  cleat 
weather  and  moderate  westerly  and  north-east 
breeze.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  3rd  January 
at  4  p.m. 

The  French  steamer  Melbourne,  Captain  Vimont, 
reports  -.—  Left  Marseilles  on  the  26th  November 
at  4  30  p.m.  ;  called  at  Alexandria  on  the  1st  D 
cember,  and  the  same  date  at  PoitSaid  ;  entered 
the  Suez  Canal  on  the  2nd  at  2.30  p.m.,  left  Suez 
on  the  same  day  at  9.45  p.m.;  experienced  vei  y 
fine  and  cool  weather  during  the  passage  through 
the  Red  Sea.   Arrived  at  Aden  on  the  71b  Decern 
ber  al  6.15  a.m.,  left  at  6.15  p.m. ;  passed  Socotra 
on  the  91I1  inst.  at  twelve  ;  thence  to  Comoi  1  Cape 
East  to  N.E.  light  breeze  with  a  strong  current 
against  her  and  rough  on  the  way.  Anivedat 
Colombo  on  the  141I1  at  3  30  p.m.,  left  on  the  151! 
at  IO. I*  a.m.  ;  passed  Dundee  Head  on  the  same 
day  at  5  p.m.  ;  thence  to  Acheen  Head  light  N.E 
breeze,  moderate  sea,  small  current  against  her 
fine  cool  weather;  passed  Poulo  Brass  on  the  181I 
at  2  p.m.  ;  hence  to  Singapore  smooth  water  but 
very  1  ainy  weather,  same  alongside  the  wharf  at 
Singapoie  on  the  20lh  at  12. 15  p.m.,  left  the  same 
day  at  10  p.m.  overcast  weather  but  clear;  passed 
Pedra  Branca  on  the  2isl  at  12. 15  a.m.;  thence  to 
Poulo  Condor,  fresh  No.th  breeze,  moderate  sea 
someshowersandcurrentagainsther  ;  passed  Poulo 
Condor  on  the  22ud  at  2  p.m.  and  came  alongsid 
the  M.M.  whaif  at  Saigon  on  the  23rd  at  2.30 
a.m.,  left  Saigon  on  the  24th  at  3.30  p.m. ;  passed 
St.  James  Cape  at  7  p.m.  and  Padaran  Cape  on 
the  251I1  at  5.30  a.m.;  thence  overcast  weather 
strong  noith  bieeze,  which  shift  to  N.N.E.  an 
N  E.   when  passing  Varela  Cape,  moderate  sea 
with  long  N.E.  swell  ;  passed  Gap  Rock  on  the  271I 
at  12.30  p.m.  and  moored  in  Hongkong  at  3  p.m. 
Left  Hongkong  on  the  28th  at  2.30  p.m  squally 
weather,  cvercasl  sky,  fresh  N.E.  breeze,  long 
swell  from  the  east;  passed  Bieaker  on  the  29th 
at  2  a.m.;  thence  to  Lamocks  heavy  sea,  strong 
northeily  winds,  shifting  to  N.E.  when  appro- 
aching Lamocks  misty  weather;  passed  Lamocks 
at  6  a.m.  ;  thence  to  Tin  nabout  fresh  N.E.  bi  eeze, 
moderate  sea  ;  passed  Dodd  on  the  29th  at  2.30 
p.m.,  Ockseu  at  8.30  p.m.,  Turnabout  at  1 1.45 
p  m  ;  thence  to  port  clear  weather,  light  N.E. 
breeze,  smooth  water;  passed   Incog  Islands  on 
tho  30th  at  8.30  a.m.,  Pikks  Shan  at  I  p.m.,  Hn- 
shan  at  8  p.m.;  thence  calm  and  east  to  S.E. 
breeze  ;  on  the  31st  at  7. 15  a-"',  sighted  steamer  at 
anchor  burning  blue  lights,  seeing  steamer  astern 
of  us,  thought  they  might  be  intended  for  her,  but 
as  blue  lights  continued  to  be  shown  kept  away 
and  when  close  to  her  was  boarded  by  an  officer 
of  the  steamer  Koiushing  who  reported  his  stea- 
mer's crank  shaft  broken  and  requested  the  mails 
and  compradoie  to  be   conveyed  to  Shanghai 
(steamer  Kowshing's  position  11  miles  to  the  South 
of  Steep  Island)  as  nothing  else  was  required 
did  so  and   proceeded;   passed  Steep  Island  al 
2  40  a.m.;  Gutzlaff  al  5.30  a.m.,  Tungsha  at  7 
a.m.,    met    the    Chinese  fleet  outward  bound, 
and  'anchored  in  Woosung  at  9  30  a  m.  Left 
Woosung  on  the  1st  January  at  5  a.m.  ;  passed 
Amherst  Rock  at  9.15  a.m. ;  thence  to  Sh.monoseki, 
fine  weaiher,  smooth   water,  with   light  N.N.b. 
to  N  N.W.  breezes  ;  on  the  2nd  at  7  p.m.,  passed 
the    "  Shell  "   liner    Trocas    headed    to  south- 
ward;  passed  Shimonoseki  at  9.30  p.m.;  thence 
to   port   fine  and   clear  weather  with  variable 
breezes;  on  the  3rd  al  1  a.m.  passed  the  M.M. 
steamer  Natal  and  came  alongside  ihe  wharf  in 
Kobe  at  3  p.m.    Left  Kobe  at  0.30  p.m.  on  the 
41I1  ;  thence  to  Oshima  fine  and  clear  weather, 
fair  N.N.E.  winds,  smooth  water;  passed  Oshima 
at  8  20  p.m.  overcast  weather,  light  variable  breeze 
from  N.  to  N.N.E. ;  passed  Omai-saki  on  the  5U1 
at  7.15  a.m. ;  thence  to  port  strong  N.N.E.  winds, 
rain,  and  heavy  sea  ;  passed  Rock  Island  at  10.40 
a.m..  Vries  Island  at  1  p.m.,  and  moored  on  the 
M.M.  buoy  at  Yokohama  at  5  a.m.  Wlven 


passing  through  the  Suez  Canal,  the  Khedive  and 
native  and  foreign  officials  were  expected  at  Is- 
mailia  and  Port  Said  lo  inaugurate  the  new  rail- 
ay  between  Port  Said  and  Cairo. 


CARGOES. 
Per  French  steamer  Natal,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Raw  Silk  for  Em  ope,  702  bales  ;  Waste 
ilk  for  Europe,  144  bales. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  for 
Shanghai  and  ports: — Treasure,  $57,000.00. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  for  San  Francisco  : — 

ST.  PAUL.  TOTAL. 

553  '.435 

—  1,130 

—  53 

—  296 

553  2.9'4 


T  K  A  . 

SAN. 

ST. 

*  *  NCISCI1 

.  LOUIS. 

CHICAGO 

Shanghai  

297 

535 

Yokohama  .. 

•  723 

407 

Hongkong  .. 

53 

296 

•  1.369 

407 

585 

silt; 

SAN 

1NCIBUO. 

(IIRI, 

63 

Hongkong  . 

55 

Yokohama  . 

557 

HARTFORD. 


total 


675 


63 
55 
557 

673 


Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  for  Van- 
couver, 8.C. : — 


CANADA, 

Hongkong   — 

Colombo    — 

llyogo    267 

Yokohama    ...  3fi6 


TEA. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  PACI- 

AND  AND  FIC  OTHER 

WEST .       EAST.       COAST.  CITIES. 
_  —  131  24 


suspended.  Quotations  aie  firm,  and  in  some  in" 
stances  show  a  slight  lise. 

r>n  P 1  e u  1.. 

I'lal  Itais,  i  inch    J4.10  to  4.20 

Plat  liars,  {  inch    4  20  to  4.30 

Kotiod  and  sipiaie  up  to  J  inch    3.35  lo  3.45 

lion  Plates,  assorted    3  40  I03.50 

Sheet  I  i  on   4  .55  to  4  .70 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.00  109.20 

Wii  e  Nails,  assorted    5 .40  to  5.75 

I'lates,  per  liox   6.00  lo  6  20 

Pig  lion.  No.  3    1.50  to  155 

ICICHOSICNK . 
A  very  quiet  week.    No  arrivals,  small  sales, 
and  rates  tending  downwards. 

Chester    $1,824  to  1.87 

Cornel    1 .80   to  1 .824 

Devoe   •   — 

Russian  Anchor     1.774  to  1.80 

Russian  Moon    « -75   to  1.774 

SUGAR. 

Browns  show  a  fair  amount  of  movement  and 
pi  ices  area  shade  higher  for  Cantons  and  Ma- 
nilas. Business  in  Whites  has  been  small,  but 
this  is  owing  rather  lo  the  holidays  than  to  falling 
I  off  in  demand.     Kales  are  very  firm. 

PK  R  PICUI.. 

Brown Takao    $4.40  to  4.50 

Brown  Manila    5.30105.40 

Brown  Daitong   4.00  to  4. 15 

Brown  Canton    4-45  to  4  65 

White  Java  and  Penang   7  00  t0  7-'0 

While  Kenned    7  5°l°  9  10 


543 


542 
325 


3°3  — 


TOTAL. 
'55 
40  I 

».35' 
994 


Total    633      543  867 

SILK. 

NEW  YORK. 

Hongkong  &  Canton  49   

Shanghai    '35   

Yokohama   30!   


474 


24  2,541 


TOTAL. 

49 

•  135 

.  361 


Total     545 


545 


[.AT  ESI  C  O  MM  Eli  CIA  L . 


IMPORTS. 
The  week  having  been  almost  wholly  devoted  to 
the  usual  New  Yeai  festivities,  there  has  been  very 
little  husiness  done  in  the  Impoit  tiade.  H'e 
few  small  pui  chases  that  have  been  made  in  Yarns 
give  promise  of  belter  times  in  the  near  future 
OLher  lines  call  for  no  comment.  Exchange 
having  fallen  during  the  week,  holders  continue 
vei  y  tii  m. 

co  11  on  i* ie etc  t;ooi>s. 

P  BR  c  1  ice 

Urey  Shirtings— 8J. lt>,  3»4  1' ds.  30 1  nches  $2.20  lo  2.75 
Grey  Shiitings— 9H1,  3»4  V'ls- 45'»ches    2.35    to  3.12 

l'.  Cloth— 71b,  24  yaids,  32  inches    1.524(0 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  4.1  inches... 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards,  joincnes... 
Cotton— Italians  and  Salteens  Black,  3* 

i  uches   

Velvets— Black, 35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches... 
l'urkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   •••• 

I'ui key  Reds— 2.8  to  3II),  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   •  •"  1 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  41b,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   2,20 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    2  80 

WOOL I  .KHS. 

Klannel  ',"  " ', 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  "iches  hesi 
Italian   Cloth,   3"   yaids,   32  inches 

Medium  

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   v  ■■" 

Mo.isselinede  I .aine— Ci ape ,  i\  yards, 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilots,  51  @  SL«  i-it-cli**   

Cloths— Presidents j  5  |     5fi  ,nt;1,es  ■•■ 

Cloths— Union,  54  »l  .">6  inches   

Blankets— Scailet  and  Green,  4  to  34D1 
per  Ik   

toil  on  VARUS, 

tlos.  1O/24,  Oidlnary   

Nos.  10/24,  Medium   $37.00  to  — 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  Best   37  00 Jo  38.00 

Nos.  16/24,  Reveise   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   — 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    37-75  to  — 

Nos  28/32.  Good  to  Rest   38  50  to  30  75 

Nos.  38/  1 2 ,  Medium  to  Best    45  00(047.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    43  00  to  44.00 

No..  12s,  I  wo-fold    47-50  to  49.50 


.85 

1 .70  to  2  35 
1  75   to  3  75 

PEK  Y A  K D 

o  \6  too2i 
6,35  lo  8.70 
O.65    to  0.78 

PER  PIUCI!. 

1.424  to  1.524 

to  I.924 
to  2.624 
to  3  05 


PER 
fO.27 

0.30 


U  0.45 
lo  0.33 


0.25  III  0.30 


0.20  ll 


■25 


u.14 

0.35 

0.60 
0.40 


H)  O.I94 

lo  0  50 
lo  0.65 
In  0.70 


0.45  ino.57i 


PSR  PICUI.. 


No.  20s,  Bombay 
No.  16s,  Bomhav 


MKTAI.S. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  a  light  demand  was 
seen  for  Wire  Nails  and  vaiious  kinds  of  Iron,  but 
during  the  past  few  days  business  has  been  totally 


EXPORTS. 
RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  29th  ultimo,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  maiket  amount  lo 
2,259  piculs.  divided  thus  :  filatures,  1,735  piculs; 
Re-reels,  460  piculs  ;  Kakeda,  64  piculs.  Diiecl 
shipments  have  been  38  bales,  making  the  total 
expoit  trade  of  the  week  equal  lo  2,300  piculs. 

After  our  last  was  written,  a  large  business 
commenced  for  America,  and  our  New  Year  has 
been  enlivened  by  the  settlement  of  about  2,000 
piculs  for  the  New  York  ti  ade.  Most  of  these 
baigains  were  made  for  deliveiy  after  the  New 
Year,  but  on  the  2nd  instant  the  bulk  of  these 
ilks  were  sent  into  godown.  Prices  have  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  in  spite  of  a  lower  exchange,  and 
our  Japanese  friends  are  jubilant  at  the  turn 
affaiis  have  taken  in  their  favour,  the  very  low 
exchange  now  ruling  giving  them  a  benefit  in  thes. 
number  of  yen  which  they  receive  for  the  silk  sold. 
This  movement  has  not  exleuded  lo  silk  suitable 
for  Europe,  in  which  indeed  very  little  has  been 
done;  but  holdeis  have  put  up  their  prices  in 
sympathy  with  the  New  Y01  k  trade,  and  our 
quotations  all  round  show  a  vei  y  decided  advance 
on  last  week.  At  the  time  of  writing,  holders 
refuse  to  sell  even  al  quotations  and  there  is  no- 
thing for  it  but  to  wait  until  the  present  ebullition 
subsides  and  then  we  shall  be  able  to  see  where 
we  really  stand. 

Exchange  has  still  further  declined,  but  closes 
steady,  and  it  is  probable  lliat  we  have  now  seen 
the  bottom,  for  a  time  at  least. 

Ai  rivals  have  been  small  and  the  stock  shows 
consideiable  reduction  upon  our  last;  but  the  re- 
cent business  done  will  soon  attract  fiesh  supplies, 
and  unless  buying  can  be  kept  at  full  speed,  we 
shall  soon  see  an  increase  in  stock  once  more. 

There  have  been  four  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  French  mail  steamer  Na- 
tal, 31st  ultimo,  taking  702  bales  For  Europe,  and 
the  German  mail  Nuernberg,  same  day,  carrying 
94  bales  for  the  same  destination.  The  Empress 
of  Japan,  which  left  port  at  noon  to-day,  had  361 
bales  for  the  New  Y01  k  trade,  and  the  Ameiican 
mail  steamer  China,  which  also  sailed  to-day,  car- 
ried 557  bales  for  the  same  destination.  These 
departures  bring  the  present  export  figures  up  to 
26,250  piculs,  against  35,742  piculs  last  year  and 
31,557  piculs  on  the  5th  of  January,  1892. 

Hanks. — No  business  in  these  during  the  week  ; 
stock  small  and  assoitmenl  poor. 

Filatures.— The  chief  business  has  been  in  these, 
and  in  full  sizes,  prices  being  rapidly  run  up  to 
our  present  quotations,  at  which  holders  refuse  to 
goon.  The  latest  'mat  ket  news  is  that  $805  has 
been  offei  ed  and  refused  for  a  laige  paicel  of 
Kaimeisha.  Several  impoi  taut  parcels  of  ordinary 
No.  I  Shinshu  were  booked  at  $780;  but  dealers 
refuse  to  go  on  at  these  prices,  and  at  the  moment 
it  is  difficult  to  give  reliable  quotations,  holders 
being  up  in  the  clouds.  In  fine  sizes  but  little  has 
been  done,  although  one  or  two  small  sales  were 
reported,  as  much  as  $840  being  given  for  best 
No.  1,  with  $790  for  No.  i/i§.  By  the  time 
another  week  comes  around,  we  shall  probably  see 
a  more  settled  market  one  way  or  the  other,  with 
more  definite  prices. 

Re-reels. — There  has  not  been  very  much  busi- 
ness in  these,  reelers  of  well-known  maiks  being 
very  firm  in  their  ideas  and  asking  long  prices. 
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Recent  sales  Hie  ShOfHsha  ;il  $700;  willi  Chichibu 
at  (lie  same  pi  ice,  some  inferior  Yechigo  bunging 
$640. 

Kakeda. — These  aie  also  quoted  at  a  slioiifj  a«l 
vance,  although  little  business  lias  been  done,  llie 
latest  pin  chase  noted  liein^j  20  hales  of  Horsehead 
1  at  $705.  Holders  refuse  to  go  on  at  the  pi  ice, 
and  now  talk  about  $720  which,  at  the  moment, 
seems  absurd.  Whether  they  aie  li^bl  or  no  the 
future  will  disclose. 

Iu  other  soils,  no  business. 

QUOTATIONS. 

IUi.Us—  Nu.  it  

Ilanlc*— No.  a  (Sliinalm)    — 

Links  —  No.  -'  1  (oiiliil )    — 

Haulm — No.  al  (Sltitialtti)   — 

llan Us —  N 0 .  at  ( joslni)   — 

'  1  a  nits — No.  ai  to  i    — 

llanlcs—  No.  j    — 

Hanks— No.  M    — 

Filatures— Kali  a  10/ii  Jeniers  $84010  850 

filatuies  —  Kxlia  13/15  ilenieis             Nom.  — 

I'ilatmes — No.  I,  10/13  ilenieis    810  to  8ao 

iMlsluies — No.  1,  13/15,  i.|/io  ileti   800  to  810 

Pilatures — No.  i  j.  10/14  denieis                  ..  770  to  780 

Kilaltues — No.  ij.  13/irt,  14/17  «len   760  to  770 

Filatures — No.  a.  10/15  denieis    740  to  750 

I'ilaliiies— No.  2,  14/18  deniers    740  to  750 

I'ilatuies — No.  3,  1  r/ao  deniers    700  to  710 

Re-reels — Kxtia    — 

!<e-ieels — (Osliu)  Best  No.  1    740  to  750 

Ue-ieels — No.  1,  '  .1/15,  14/1  (5  ilenieis   730  to  740 

He-ieels — No.  1 4 ,  13/ 10,  1 4/17  denieis   710  to  7ao 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  1  4/ 1 8  ilenieis   fi8u  to  690 

Re-ieels — No.  2J,  14/18  deniers    660  to  670 

kc-ieels — No.  3,  n/*o,  denieis    640  to  650 

Kalcedas — Kxira  ...                          Nom.  — 

Kakedas— No.  1    730  to  740 

Kakedas— No.  14    700  to  710 

Kakedas — No.  a    670  to  680 

i<anedas — No.  24    650  to  660 

Kakedas — No.  3    630  to  640 

Kakedas— No.  34    — 

Kakedas — No.  4    — 

Osliu  Sendai — tlii,  i|„,   — 

Haniatsnki — No.  1,  2                           Nom.  — 

Haniatsuui — No.  3,  4                            Nom.  — 

sod  a  i — No.  i»    — 

H.xpcii  Kaw  Silk  Tables  to  5th  Jan.,  1  8g4;  — 


1.1  S 

I  ol*»l  <  ... 

(  I  It'll 

"icIlleiiicniB  and  Direct 

Export  from  1  st  July 
Stock,  5th  Jan   13,800 


idl)3-i894. 

1893-93 . 

1 8  y  ■  -  ()  • 

Hull. 

II «  1  1.  . 

Ha  1  !•. 

15,291 

13. '44 

1  1,003 

10,245 

2 1,966 

19,809 

25.53*5 

35. "O 

30,8l2 

.,  26,250 

35.742 

31.557 

28,500 

37.40O 

32,500 

.  13,800 

7,000 

l6,50O 

e  42,300 

44,400 

49.000 

A  vmlnl.lr  «iip|ilies  I 

WASTE  SILK. 

The  old  year  finished  up  well  with  settlements  of 
999  piculs,  divided  thus:  Noshi,  541  piculs; 
Kibiso,  458  piculs.  Since  the  New  Year  dawned, 
there  have  been  no  transactions.  No  direct  ex- 
port tliis  week. 

The  demand  does  not  seem  so  great  just  now, 
but  it  is  probable  that  further  settlements  will  be 
noted  dining  the  next  day  or  two.  Quotations 
have  been  pushed  up  about  $5,  in  sympathy  with 
the  Raw  Silk  market  and  a  lower  exchange;  the 
rise  moie  especially  applying  to  the  belter  grades. 

Ai  rivals  come  in  to  a  fair  tune  and  the  stock 
shows  a  reduction  of  only  300  piculs  upon  the  week. 

Tlieie  have  been  two  shipping  oppoi  tun ities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  French  and  German  mails 
between  them  taking  over  300  bales  for  Euiope. 
These  depaitures  bi  ing  the  piesent  export  figuies 
up  to  13,875  piculs,  against  24,791  piculs  last  yeai 
and  19,061  piculs  at  the  same  dale  in  1892. 

Pierced  Cocoons. — No  sales;  pi  ices  nominal. 

Noshi.  —  A  fair  amount  was  sent  in  on  the  last 
day  of  the  old  year  and  among  the  pin  chases 
made  are  Filatures  al  from  $125  lo  $  1 45  ;  Bushu, 
$120;  Sliinshiu  $95;  Oshu,  $130.  No  business 
in  jf oshu  just  now. 

Kibiso. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done  in  Filatures,  pi  ices  ranging  fiom  $100  to 
$115,  with  some  common  qualities  at  about  $90; 
Oshu  and  Sendai,  $80;  Zagouri,  $60;  Koshu, 
$  5  ;  Joshu,  $35. 

I.i  other  sorts,  nothing  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cucuona — (>ood  to  15est   — 

Noahi-ilu — Filature,  Best   .$145  to  150 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noslii-ilo — Filatine,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Osliu,  (iooil  lo  iiest    135  to  145 

Noshi-ito — Sliinsliu,  Iiest    100  to  105 

Soslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   90  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium    80  to  85 

Noshi-ito — Hiisliu,  tiood  to  Meet   120  to  130 

Noshi-ito — |osli  11,  Iiest    85  to  go 

Noshi-ito — josliu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — Joslui,  Ordinary    6510  70 

Kibiso — Filature,  liestsclecled    1 10  to  115 

Kibiso — Fila  1 111  e,  Seconds    95  to  105 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  lo  Iiest    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Iiest   — 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Seconds    — 


Kibiso — |oshii ,  Good  to  F.tii   40  to  35 

Kibiso — josliu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llachoji,  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llachoji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to  ao 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Miiwata  —  Good  to  Iiest    — 


Kxpot  t   Cable  Waste  Silk  lo  5th  Jan.. 

Sniinii  1 M03  .>4 .  iMuj-oj. 

PlCIII...         Ill  MILS. 

Waste  Silk    I0,68o 

Pinrits'd  Cn'romi*   3. '95 


22,101 

2,09,0 


1894; 
1 H  y  i  -  g  a . 


'7.0.15 
2,026 


'3.875  24,791 


Settlement.  ...d  Di.ecl  (   |fi  ^ 

ExpOl  t  from  1st  J  illy  ) 
Mock,  5th  Jan   19,000 


3'.5»o 
8,000 

39.500 


19,061 

23,050 
12,650 

35.700 


Available  supplies  lo  date  35,300 

Exchange  has  fin  liter  declined  but  is  more  steady 
at  closing  r — 1 .0  NiioN,  4  m  '  s.  Credits,  2/3y  ;  Docu- 
ments, 2/3^;  6m/s.  Ci edits,  2/4.  Nkw  York, 
3od/s.  U.S.  $55§;  4'"/s-  U.S.  $561  Paris,  01 
Lyons,  4111/s.  Ics.  2.90;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.92. 

Estimated  Si  IU  Stock,  5th  Jan.,  1894:  — 

Wah  I.  PICULS. 

Cocoons   370 

Noshi-ito    8,870 


*A».  "ICULS 

Hanks    75 

filatures    8,000 

^e-reeis   4.^70 

Kakeda    '.38° 

Jsnu    40 

Vavsaam  Kinds   ...  35 


Kibiso    9.050 

Mawata   1 40 

Sundries    570 


l  ota!  piculs  ...  .  19,000 


Total  piculs   13,800 

TEA. 

So  far  no  business  has  been  transacted  in  the 
New  Year.  Total  settlements  from  May  1st  to 
December  31st  show  a  falling  off  of  4, 150  piculs 
as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1892. 

-  ■  h  r  1  c  u  1. . 

Common   $12  to  13 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium    1  7  to  18 

Good  Medium    19  to  ao 

Fine   22  to  23 

Finest   "\ 

Choice   >  Nominal. 

Choicest  J 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange  has  further  declined,  but  rates  are 
somewhat  firm  al  the  close. 


Sterling  —  ManU  Hills  on  demand   

Sterling — Bank  4  months'  sight  ., 

Sterling — Private  4  months' sight  

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight  

On  Paris — Bank  sight    

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight   

On  Hongkong — Batik  sight   

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight   

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight  .. 
On  America— Bank  Bills  on  demand  .. 
On  America — Private  30  days'  sight  .. 
On  America — Private  4  months'  sight  . 

On  India — Bank  sight   

Silver  


2  3 

2/3i 
2/3S 
2/4 
2.83 

2  9  I 

Par. 

r/cdis. 

72 

73 

54 

55^ 

56* 

Nominal, 
3'i 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  l"]s.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONEY|AND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TkADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  gooos 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  ■wholesale  and  rttail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  10  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  1  he  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  1  he  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 


rrHK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
1  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  siluated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

AyriSS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,BlufT,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8  th,  1892.  t.f. 


IV  IS 

The  uiostadniired  of  all  Perfumes.  Other 
odours  pall  upon  the  sense,  but  Atkin- 
son's "  Wl1  .tc  Itose  "  is  o\  er  fresh  and 

sweet . 

ATKINSON'S 
EAT1  BE  COLOGNE 

iieaowued  for  a  eouple  of  centuries,  tkrs 
Perfume  has  given  rise  to  a  legion  of 
Worthies*  Imitations.    Use  only  Atkin- 
son's English  make,  whieli  is  the  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
£4,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
EASJTISfc!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
'  White  Eose,"  and  address  In  full. 


feci 
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CDntractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World.  


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATEN  V  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 

I.  Won.ieiful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

j.  "ust  class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices.  , 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac- 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  fl i Ki  ■  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  nois=  and  vibration.  ... 
We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description,  from  the 

smallestsizesuitablefor  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
f,n,va  ds     We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
V,Zl  Stem  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boatsin  frames 
i"M.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  W 
'  are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

K1NGD0N  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes   ik  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
roNDOSOFFICE:I7I.a«BENVlCTORIASTREET,BC 

May  7th,  1891.  _ 

THE  GREATEST  I0HDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

<;,«  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "  The  Nile  Tribu 
Sir  SAMVW. im      •  ,  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 

?rie6fnrm  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
t0  mm£2  at  the  se  v  ce  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  1 
T  f  time  I  ha/ many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
short  time  1  '  f J  "  .nypilfsp  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
pOsSi  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
Preate  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  wh.ch  satisfies, 
Chem  of  their  value." 

E,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

ic  „  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
nf  M  kind-     It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  cur.ng 
kin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammation-.. 
8  m.   I  T  Cooper  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
Mr-  )•  T.  ™  8      6ays_"  1  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 

in  Ch.na,  pub  .sbedin  >87.  »y  ^  ^  * 

H°*  T  I,, Pthe™ gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
could  exceed  their  grauuiQe^        .  i        ^  % 

bUtnenVufonf  Oin  men.  *aPs woUl,  a  fowl  and'any  quantity  of  peas- 
25 r^e'remand  became  so  great.that  I  was  obliged  to  lockup 
the  small  remaining  "stock. 

So.d  by  all  ChemUU  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throug hout 
World. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


Awip.af  d  C:  in  !.hn»t  iTOOt  ItntBiia  Ej^BTtW.  1835. 
E  N  GUSH    M  A*#U  FACT  U  R  E  O 


RICHMOND 
CAVEWDSSH  CO., 


IJM1TBD, 


LIVESPOOL 

SPECIAL    BRANDS  :- 

"Pioneer"  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture  " 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug-  Cavendish} 

III  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 

PRICE  LISTS  OR  APPLICATION.  , 

Bntabllsntxl  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


Aad  see  that  each  Jar  bears  iaron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  thronghont  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
O  F  M  E  At 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama.  Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 
June  14th,  1892.  - 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity^  ol 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sot 
Bilious  Affections. 


iDINNEFO'RLfS 

FLUID 


|The  Physician's  Cure 
jfor  Gout,  Rheumatic 
i  Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
!  safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


N.B 


MAGNESIA  _ 

—  Sold  TJjroiia 

ASK   FOR   PI  N  HSFORD'S  MtMytj 


m 


January  1,  1893. 


j  &  Steam  Launch  C' 


ELECTRIC    LAUNCH    "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  Sin. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
and  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Flectric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  ii  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.  IT  , 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 

TWICKENHAM, 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.k., 


\  1  il  23"l,  1893. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Propki Mor  a t  5>.  Mai"  Street,  Settlement   by  Jams 

Yokohama.— Saturday,  January  6,  1894. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
>Jn  notice  will  be  talcen  ofanonymous  correspondence. 
'•Vhatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Wukki.Y  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  bv  the  name 
ind  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  trood  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payable  to  same:  and  that  literary 
:  Muributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 
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SUM  MA  RV  OF  NE  Ws. 


The  Yoshino  Kan  left  Aden  on  the  9th  inst 
for  Bombay. 

Several  earthquakes  have  been  felt  in  Yoko- 
hama during  the  past  week. 

The  Prince  Imperial  is  staying  at  Numazu  to 
escape  the  cold  weather  of  Tokyo. 

Heavy  snow-falls  have  been  experienced  in 
Yamagata,  and  many  houses  were  crushed  in. 

The  Government  has  sanctioned  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Nagasaki  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Tominaga  Fuyuki  and  Tanitsu  Shunzo,  Judges 
m  the  Supreme  Court,  have  been  placed  on  the 
Retired  List. 


Mr.  Saito,  Vice-Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  has  been  removed  from  his  post 
at  his  own  request. 

Posthumous  titles  have  been  conferred  by  the 
Emperor  on  Mayeno  Ryotaku,  Fujiwara  Seikwa 
and  Takashima  Shirotayu. 

Mr.  Nagamine,  Governor  of  Saga,  who  has 
been  slaying  at  Atam.  for  the  benefit  of  his  health 
died  there  on  the  12th  inst. 

A  good  many  seats  will  be  contested  in  the 
forthcoming  general  elections,  all  parties  being 
anxious  to  run  candidates. 


A  hard  frost  succeeded  the  thaw  of  Sunday  and 
Monday,  but  at  present  the  weather  is  very  genial 
during  the  middle  of  the  day. 

The  eldest  son  of  Viscount  Malsudaira  has  in- 
stigated  lawsuits  against  the  family  retainers  who 
unlawfully  abducted  his  father  a  few  weeks  ago 

Tub  new  U.S.S.  Flagship  Baltimore,  which  is 
to  relive  the  Lancaster  on  the  China  station 
arrived  in  Yokohama  on  Wednesday.    A  good 
deal  of  saluting  took  place  in  consequence 


while  the  ai  rival  of  the  German  gunboat  Wolf, 
also  occasioned  a  similar  demonstration  in  the 
harbour. 

Mr.  Tatkishi  Kanshi,  ex-M.P.  for  the  Fourth 
Election  Distiict  of  Nagasaki  Prefecture,  died 
of  typhoid  fever  in  the  capital  on  the  10th  inst 

On  Friday  evening  Mr.  J.  S.  Happer  read  an 
entertaining  paperon  "Chinese  Social  Customs," 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Yokohama  Literary  Society. 

Yokohama  footballers  are  beginning  practice 
for  the  forthcoming  interport  football  match. 
No  definite  selection  has  yet  been  made  for 
places  in  the  team. 


cent. ;  the  Kyoto  Slock  Exchange,  14  per  cent.  • 
the  Tokyo  Tramway  Co.  14  per  cent. ;  the  Tokyo 
Electric  Light  Co.,  8  per  cent.;  the  Naniwa 
Cotton  Spinning  Co.,  12^  per  cent. 


I'hk  stud-horse  which  recently  arrived  from  Gei 
many  for  the  Imperial  Mews,  was  purchased 
through  Viscount  Aoki,  and  was  not  sent  by  the 
German  Emperor  as  a  present  to  the  Sovereign 
of  this  Empire. 

A  case  of  murder  and  attempted  suicide  by 
strangulation  occurred  in  the  Foshiwata,  Yoko- 
hama, this  week.  The  man  was  discovered  while 
still  alive,  and  he  is  now  in  custody,  but  help 
came  too  late  for  his  victim. 


Through  the  over-heating  of  a  stove,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  Settlement  Police-station  on  Monday, 
and  as  a  consequence  of  the  extensive  damage 
done  by  water,  the  repairs  will  lake  some  ten 
days  to  complete. 

The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  owners  of  the 
Yoshinogawa  Maru,  the  vessel  which  collided 
with  the  Denbighshire  in  Kobe  harbour  late 
last  year,  have  paid  to  the  British  vessel's  agent 
in  Kobe  yen  28,000  as  compensation. 

The  Koryo  Maru,  a  steamer  of  850  tons,  owned 
by  Mr  Sugita  Denyemon,  of  Takaoka,  Etchu, 
which  left  Otaru  on  the  23rd  ult.  with  ten  pas- 
sengers and  over  oxotonsof  coal,  is  missing.  The 
Musashi  Kan  has  been  sent  to  search  for  her. 


On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  some  very  severe 
earthquakes  were  experienced  in  Gifa,  Nagoya, 
Osaka,  Tsu,  and  Kyoto.  Damage  to  property 
and  loss  of  life  is  reported,  and  great  conster- 
nation prevails  in  the  three  first-mentioned  towns. 

The  celebrated  glyptic  artists  Kagawa  Kalsu- 
shiro  and  Kano  Natsuo  have  been  commission- 
ed to  make  the  scabbard  and  furniture  of  a 
sword  for  the  Emperor.  The  blade  belonged 
to  the  Emperor  Toba,  and  is  therefore  eight 
hundred  years  old. 


Ihk  Osaka  Mint  struck  gold  and  silver  coins 
to  (he  following  amounts  dining  December  last : 
— 5  yen  gold  pieces,  yen  90.000;  and  1  yen 
silver  pieces,  yen  1,680,000. 


Rkutkr's  agent  at  Sierra  Leone  has  telegraph- 
ed news  of  a  conflict  between  British  and  French 
troops  in  the  Warina  territory,  the  latter  mis- 
taking  the  British  for  natives  ;  several  casualties 
and  many  deaths  resulted.  The  B.itish  and 
French  press  discuss  the  matter  as  being-  an 
unhappy  mistake,  though  the  latter  dispute  the 
Biitish  right  lobe  in  the  territory.  Amotion 
has  been  brought  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Mr.  Alpheus  Cleophas  Morton  to  address  the 
Queen  praying  Her  Majesty  to  revoke  the  Act 
gi anting  the  Duke  of  Coburg  a  marriage  annuity 
of  ^10,000.  Mr.  Commissioner  Johnstone  has 
resigned  owing  to  differences  with  Mr.  Cecil 
Rhodes.  A  compromise  has  been  effected  in 
the  House  of  Commons  between  the  various 
parties  on  the  contested  points  of  the  Parish 
Councils'  Bill.  The  latest  advices  from  Ma- 
shonaland  slate  that  the  whole  of  Major  Wilson's 
party  were  killed  with  the  exception  of  seven, 
ine  lanff  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  Marines  from 
tier  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  at  Honolulu  have 
been  landed  to  protect  the  Legation  in  the  event 
of  trouble  arising.  Further  serious  riots  have 
occurred  in  the  southern  provinces  of  Italy  and 
on  the  troops  being  called  out  they  were  ordered 
to  fire  into  the  rioters,  several  persons  being 
killed  and  wounded. 


Election  riots  have  not  yet  broken  out,  but 
several  candidates  are  reported  to  have  been 
roughly  received  in  various  districts.  In  the  Utsu- 
nomiya  district  a  Radical  cut  down  a  follower  of 
Mr.  Yokobori,  who  is  opposing  Mr.  Hoshi  Torn. 
The  Opposition  are  seeking  to  devise  means 
whereby  collisions  between  their  respective  can- 
didates in  the  constituencies  may  be  avoided. 

The  farmers  of  the  Uchi  district,  near  Nara 
objecting  10  a  railway  survey  being  conducted 
over  or  near  their  lands,  attacked  the  surveying 
parly  in  a  large  mob,  and  killed  four  of  the  rail 
way  workmen.  The  Naniwa  Railway  Company 
who  were  conducting  the  survey,  have  promised 
compensation  to  any  fanner  whose  lands  may 
have  been  damaged  by  the  surveying  party. 

The  general  meetings  of  .shareholders  of  various 
industrial  companies  are  now  being  held  in 
lokyo.  The  Tokyo  Slock  Exchange  divides 
36,000  yen  among  shareholders  as  a  dividend 
carrying  forward  1,956  yen.  The  Fifteenth  Na- 
tional Bnnk  declares  a  dividend  of  12  oer  cent  ■ 
the  Kanegafuchi  Cotton  Spinning  Co,  8  per 


The  Import  trade  is  looking  up  again  now  the 
New  Year  holidays  are  fairly  over,  and  Japanese 
merchants  are  turning  their  attention  to  business 
with  the  result  that  trade  is  beginning  to  present 
a  much  brighter  aspect.    Yarns,  both  Double 
and  Single,  have  revived,  and  are  being  moved 
off  in  fair  quantities,  and  Shirtings  meet  a  good 
enquiry,  but  in  this  department  transactions  have 
been  much  checked  by  the  attitude  of  holders 
who  have  put  up  prices  for  all  descriptions  The 
Woollen  trade  is  in  similar  case,  with  this  ex 
ception,    that  buyers  and    holders  are  much 
farther  apart  in  their  ideas   of   values  The 
Metal  trade  is  still  dull,  and  only  small  transac- 
tions have  taken  place.   Kerosene  is  firmly  held 
and  though  dealings  have  not  been  extensive 
better  prices  have  been  paid.    A  large  cargo 
of  Russian  Oil  in  bulk  arrived  during  the  week 
Briskness  in  the  Sugar  trade  is  fully  main- 
tained, and  the  demand  for  Browns  has  been 
so  good  that  the  stock  is  much  depleted— in 
fact  nearly  cleared  off-consequently  the  new 
crop  is  much  wanted,  and  contracts  for  Takao 
"to  arrive  "  have  been  made  on  a  fairly  exten- 
sive scale  at  higher  rates  than  have  recently 
ruled.      White  sorts  have  continued   to  meet 
with  ready  purchasers  at  unchanged  rates.  Com- 
pared with  the  business  put  through  last  week 
the    Silk  trade   has  declined,   and   only  800 
piculs  passed   the  scales,  including  146  bales 
direct  shipment.    Quotations  show  j.o  reduc- 
tion from  the  prices  of  last  week,  and  holders 
are  very  strong;  and  as  arrivals  come  in  freely 
ihe  stock  is  well  maintained.    Rather  more  has 
been  done  in  Waste  at  late  rates,  the  demand 
continues,  and  negotiations  are  pending  forseve- 
•  al  large  parcels.    There  is  an  inclination  on 
the  part  of  buyers  for  business  in  Tea,  though 
Ihe  actual  transactions  have  he*,,  sma||  wi,h. 
out  any  alteration  in  rates.     Exchange  rose 
steadily  during  the  week  and  closes  fairly  firm 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERA7 A  CULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


ing  the  country  so  cleaily  indicated  in  the 
recent  Imperial  Message  to  the  Cabinet. 


* 

*  * 


The  Opposition  papers  have  circulated  ru- 
mours relating  to  probable  changes  in  the  Cabi- 
net, their  plain  object  being  to  produce  an  im- 
pression that  the  Government  is  in  an  unstable 
condition.     The  first  of  the  rumours  was  that 
Mr  Inouye,  Minister  of  Education,  proposed  to 
leave  the  Cabinet.     When  that  was  emphati- 
cally denied  by  the  Nichi  Nichi,  the  Opposition 
organs  turned  their  eyes  elsewhere,  and  seeing 
Count  Inouye,  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  still 
staying  at  his  villa  at  Isobe,  they  asserted  that 
he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  way  things 
were  going,  and  that  his  resignation  impended. 
A  similar  report  has  been  published  concern- 
ing Count  Kuroda,  Minister  of  Communica- 
tions, and   Mr.  Mutsu,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs.     But  none  of  these    rumours— it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  state— appears  to  have 
any  foundation.     As   to   Count  Inouye,  we 
may  state  that  he  returned  to  the  capital  on 
Wednesday  last.    The  Nichi  Nichi  informs 
us  that,  during  his  stay  at  Isobe,  he  was  busy 
studying  the  Law  of  Election  and  the  various- 
regulations  relating  thereto.    With  regard  to 
Count  Goto,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce, it  is  stated  that,  as  he  refuses  to  resign, 
he  will  receive  an  Imperial  message  to  leave  the 
Cabinet.    This  rumour  about  an  Imperial  mes- 
sage is  doubtless  untrustworthy,  but  the  im- 
pression grows  that  the  Count's  resignation  is 
only  a  question  of  time.    As  to  his  succession, 
in  case  lie  goes  out  of  office,  Viscount  Nomura 
is  supposed  to  be  the  most  likely  candidate  for 
the  post.    He  is  on  good  terms  with  Count  Ito 
and  the  rest  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Civil  Sec- 
tion as  well  as  with  Count  Yamagata  and  some 
other  members  of  the  Military  Party.    He  is 
known  to  have  recently  passed  to  and  fro  be- 
tween the  capital  and  Oiso,  and  is  now  regard- 
ed by  the  public  as  a  sort  of  bridge  between  the 
two  schools  of  clan  statesmen.    From  the  cir- 
cumstance that  he  is  the  most  probable  succes- 
sor of  Count  Goto  at  the  Noshomusho,  people 
infer  that  the  Cabinet's  policy  will  hereafter  be 
more  or  less  tinctured  with  the  views  of  the 
Military  Party.    But  these  references  are  to  be 
received  with  large  allowances. 


The  Kokkai  learns  that  men  of  respectable 
character  are  nowadays  disinclined  to  present 
themselves  as  Parliamentary  candidates,  partly 
because  they  are  disgusted  with  the  prevalence 
of  various  evils,  such  as  corruption  and  violence, 
at  the  time  of  elections,  and  partly  because  they 
fear  that  the  Cabinet  may  order  dissolution 
two  or  three  times  in  rapid  succession.  Our 
contemporary  admits  that  various  illegal  and 
immoral  practices  are  prevalent  in  this  country 
at  general  elections,  and  earnestly  appeals  to 
electors  themselves  to  purify  the  elections  from 
the  evils  that  have  hitherto  attended  them,  As 
to  the  fear  of  repeated  dissolutions,  the  Kokkai 
is  inclined  to  think  that,  in  spite  of  the  threaten- 
ing tone  of  the  Government  organs,  the  Cabinet 
will  not  venture  to  adopt  such  a  desperate  line 
of  action.  Be  that  as  it  may,  our  contemporary 
recommends  men  of  wide  experience  and  high 
standing,  who  are  now  understood  to  be  hesi- 
tating, to  come  forward  and  devote  themselves 
to  enhance  the  character  and  status  of  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature. 


decessoi  did,  the  Government  is  recommended 
to  dissolve  it  without  hesitation,  at  the  same 
time  conducting  the  administration  with  aresolute 
and  impartial  hand.  If  the  Government  perse- 
veres in  this  way  for  a  space  of  four  or  five  years, 
the  Jiji  believes  that  it  will  gradually  gain  the 
people's  confidence,  while,  on  the  oilier  hand, 
the  Opposition  will  gradually  mend  its  ways 
and  become  more  and  more  sober.  But  is  the 
Government  ready  to  pursue  such  a  resolute 
line  of  policy  ?  If  it  bas  not  courage  to  do  so, 
then  the  Jiji  would  be  constrained  to  advise  its 
immediate  surrender  to  the  Opposition. 


The  Mainichi  Shimbun  alludes  to  the  al- 
ready exploded  canard  that  the  Radicals  had 
been  supplied  with  a  sum  of  100,000  or  150,000 
yen  by  the  Government  for  use  at  the  approach- 
ing elections.  The  Progressionist  paper,  while 
ostensibly  querying  the  truth  of  the  story,  all 
the  while  writes  as  though  it  entertained  no 
manner  of  doubt  about  its  trustworthiness. 
The  Opposition  politicians  being  generally 
very  poor,  the  giving  of  such  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  Radicals  will,  says  our  contemporary, 
place  them  under  great  disadvantage,  and  the 
result  will  be  the  same  as  if  the  Cabinet  had  en- 
gaged in  direct  interference  with  the  elections. 


The  approaching  general  election  receives 
an  increasing  amount  of  journalistic  attention. 
We    proceed   to  notice   a    few    of  the  more 
important  articles  on  this  subject.     None  of 
the  papers  suppose  that  the  present  Cabinet 
will  interfere  with  the  elections  in  the  manner 
supposed  to  have  been  practised  by  the  Matsm 
kata  Cabinet.  However,  the  Opposition  papers 
seem  to  apprehend  that  the  Government  may 
take  some  step  akin  to  interference,  and  they 
unite  in  urging  the  importance  of  strict  im- 
partiality on  the  part  of  the  Authorities.     1  he 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  writing  on  this  subject 
assures  these  journals  that   the  Cabinet  will 
never  allow  officials  to  interfere  with  elections 
The  Ministers  of  Slate  and  their  subordinates 
may,  however,  give  some  assistance  to  then 
friends  in  a  private  and  non-official  capacity. 
Apart  from  this  legitimate  course  of  conduct, 
the   Government  will  never  countenance  the 
employment  of  administrative  machinery  for 
the  benefit  of  either  side  in  the  elections^  On 
the  contrary,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs    will    exert  himself  to  provide  effec- 
tive protection  for  the  people's  right  of  elec- 
tion    Acts  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Election  and 
other     regulations    relating    thereto    will  be 
rigidly  dealt  with,  without  any  distinction  what 
ever  between  the  delinquents,  to  the  end  that  the 
elections  may  be  conducted  in  a  fair  and  pure 
manner.    There  prevails  at  the  present  moment 
an  impression  that  the  Government  will  deprive 
the  advocates  of  treaty  enforcement  of  all  freedom 
of  speech  during  the  coming  struggle.    In  re- 
ference to  that,  the  Nichi  Nichi  observes  that, 
although  electors  will  be  at  perfect  liberty  to 
Cast  their  voles  for  the  adherents  of  the  move- 
ment for  strict  enforcement,  the  Government  on 
its  side,  is  bound  to  adopt  strong  measures  for 
the  restraint  of  persons  ventilating  opinions  in- 
compatible with  the  progressive  policy  of  open- 


« 

*  * 


*  * 

As  to  the  probable  results  of  the  approach 
ing  elections,  no  paper  believes  that  a  majority 
will  be  returned  for  the  Government.  How  is 
the  Cabinet  to  act  in  case  its  finds  itself  again 
confronted  by  a  hostile  majority?  The  Jtyu 
Shimbun  advises  Count  llo  to  resign.  As  to 
repeated  dissolutions— a  course  recommended 
by  the  Nichi  Nichi — the  Radical  organ  is  con- 
vinced that  such  a  method  would  be  of  no  avail 
for  in  its  opinion,  the  opponents  of  the  Cabinet 
must  increase  with  each  dissolution  A  conP 
etat  also  proposed  by  the  Nichi  Nichi,  would 
be  still  more  fatal,  and  indeed  in  the -.  Jtyu  s 
opinion  such  a  despotic  measure  could  never 
be  carried  out  by  Count  Ito.  Hence  our  con- 
temporary hopes  that  Count  Ito  will  show 
respect  for  the  Constitution  by  leaving  the 
Government,  in  the  event  of  the  new  House  of 
Representatives  proving  antipathetic  to  his 
policy.  m 

*  * 

The  yifi  Shimpo  thinks  otherwise.    It  may 
not  approve  a  coup  d etat,  but  it  agrees  with 
the  Nichi  Nichi  in  advising  the  Cabinet  to  have 
no  hesitation  in  dissolving  the  new  Diet  should 
it  prove  as  unreasonable  as  its  predecessor. 
"The  present  Opposition,"  says  ^contem- 
porary   "  U  like  an  irritable  child  difficult  to 
manage  either  with  the  cane  or  with  candy. 
This  has  been  proved  by  the  fact  that  exactly 
Lhe  sanie  result  a. .ended  the  different  polices 
pursued  bv  the  Malsnkala  Cabinet  and  Us  suc- 
cessor."  therefore,  .he  J i/i  thinks  it  blg'<  lime 
for  the  Government  10  give  up  all  idea  of  con- 
cilia: i..g  tl.e  Opposition  and  losei  ifaeUui  earnest 
,0  administer  the  affairs  ot  State  in  an  inde- 
pendent   and  resolute  manner,    regardless  of 
[he  fuss   that    may    be    made    by    an  unrea- 
sonable Opposition   The  condition  most  esse., 
tial    to  success  in  pursuing  such  a  course  is 
that   complete   unity   and  harmony  should  be 
.Maintained  in  the  Cabinet.    This  is  not  a  time, 
continues  the  Jiji,  for  the  statesmen  of  the 
so-called  Civil  and    Military  sections  to  look 
askance  at  each  other  and  quarrel  about  |»erry 
and  unimportant  matters.   Should  the  new  Diet 
be  betrayed  into  any  act  at  variance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or  should  it  abuse  its 
privilege  of  approaching  the  Throne  as  its  pre- 


Ihe  question  of  strict  enforcement  of  the 
treaties  continues  to  be  a  principal  topic  of  dis- 
cussion in  the  vernacular  press.    The  papers 
which  have  identified  themselves  with  the  move- 
ment, as  the  Nippon,  the  Niroku  Shtmpo,  and 
the    Chu-o    Shimbun,  have   been  repeatedly 
suspended,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  they  are 
now  exercising  more  caution  in  giving  expres- 
sion to  their  views  on  this,  to  them,  all  important 
subject.    A  new  weekly  organ  of  the  movement, 
the  Dai  Nippon  Shiihd,  was  suspended  on  the 
day  of  its  appearance.    Outside  the  little  circle 
of  these  papers,  the  doctrine  of  strict  enforce- 
ment has  not  found  any  enthusiastic  support. 
The  organs  of  the  Progressionist  Party  and  the 
other  journals  opposed  to  the  Cabinet  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  more  or  less  in  favour  of 
the  movement,  but  they  show  no  genuine  enthu- 
siasm, their  attitude  being  at  best  one  of  indif- 
ferent approval.     Having,  however,  fallen  into 
line  with  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine,  they 
think  it  necessary  to  vindicate  themselves  against 
the  charge  of  having  joined   an  anti-foreign 
movement.    The  Mainichi  Shimbun,  for  in- 
stance, maintains  that  the  present  agitation  for 
strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties  is  a  natural 
reaction  against  excessive  adoration  of  foreigners 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.    Among  its 
supporters  there  maybe  conservatives  animated 
by  hatred  of  foreigners,  but  the  principal  strong- 
hold of  the  movement  is  declared  to  be  in  a 
class  of  enlightened  thinkers  who  are  impatient 
at  the  Government's  incapacity  in  its  foreign 
policy.    Men  of  this  class,  among  whom  our 
contemporary  counts  itself,  are  declared  op- 
ponents' of  any  anti-foreign  spirit.    Counts  Ito 
and  Inouye  are  asked  to  recollect  their  own  ex- 
perience thirty  years  ago.    They  were  at  that 
time  already  animated    with    an  enlightened 
spirit.    They  were  aware  of  the  importance  of 
opening  the  country  as  much  as   the  wisest 
Ministers  of  the  Shogunate  Government.  And 
yet  they  were   regarded  by  the  Bakufu  au- 
thorities in  the  light  of  anti-foreign  agitators. 
In  their  turn  they  are  now   stated   to  have 
fallen  into  the  same  error  in  the  present  attitude 
towards  the  intelligent  advocates  of  the  move- 
ment for  treaty  enforcement. 


The  Hochi  Shimbun  declares  that  it  would 
be  the  last  to  countenance  the  revival  of  the  old 
jd-i  spirit.  The  present  movement,  it  explains, 
is  not  essentially  anti-foreign.  Whatever  jo  t 
spirit  there  may  be  about  it,  is  accidental  and 
insignificant.  The  Progressionist  organ  strongly 
blames  the  Cabinet  for  having  purposely  given 
undue  prominence  to  the  accidental  side  of  the 
movement  by  high  banded-measures  for  the 
suspension  of  comparatively  innocent  papers 
and  by  dissolution  of  convivial  meetings.  If 
there  be  any  tendency  among  foreigners  to 
labour  under  mistaken  apprehension  as  to  the 
consequences  of  the  movement,  the  responsi- 
bj  ity  icsts,  in  the  Hochi' s  opinion,  entirely  up  ju 
the  shoulders  of  those  in  po^er. 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  regrets  extremely  that  the  Cabinet 
has  not  made  a  right  use  of  the  movement  for 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties.  In  our 
contemporary's  opinion,  when  the  Rep.esenta- 
libn  on  the  subject  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Count  llo  should  have  gone 
down  to  the  House  in  person,  and  demanding 
that  the  debate  be  conducted  wiih  closed  doors, 
should  have  approved  the  measure  in  principle, 
but  at  the  same  tune  f.ankly  explained  to  the 
House  the  reasons  why  some  of  the  claims 
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set  fonh  in  the  explanatory  document  could 
not  be  carried  out.  He  ought  al  llie  same 
unit'  to  have  intimated  to  the  House  the 
absolute  necessity  of  increasing-  the  lighting 
capacity  of  the  country,  especially  the  Navy, 
in  order  to  effectually  carry  out  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  existing  treaties.  Had  such 
a  course  been  adopted  by  Count  Ito,  the  Kokkai 
believes  that  he  would  have  found  the  House 
quite  amenable  to  reason.  Had  the  House,  on 
the  contrary,  been  still  unreasonable,  public 
sentiment  would  have  been  in  favour  of  the 
Cabinet.  At  all  events,  the  Tokyo  journal  regrets 
that  the  Cabinet  biought  matters  to  a  serious 
crisis  by  opposing  the  movement  vehemently 
from  the  outset. 

*  * 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  turn  from  these  sheets  to 
the  stout  and  outspoken  pages  of  the  Jiji 
Shimpo.  The  progressive  policy  of  opening  the 
country,  says  our  contemporary,  is  not  a  mono- 
poly of  the  Government  alone  ;  it  is  the  re- 
cognized policy  of  the  nation  itself.  Conclud- 
ing that  the  recent  dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  in  consequence  of 
attempts  to  impede  that  policy,  our  con- 
temporary thinks  that  the  Government  could 
not  have  acted  otherwise.  At  all  events,  the 
die  has  now  been  cast,  and  the  Cabinet  is  bound 
more  strongly  than  ever  to  stand  or  fall  with  the 
policy  of  opening  the  country.  If  it  has  courage 
for  that,  our  contemporary  will  not  hesitate  to 
give  it  hearty  support.  Supposing  that  it  has 
resolved  to  remain  true  to  a  progressive  policy, 
it  must  be  prepared  to  devote  itself  entirely  to 
the  revision  of  the  treaties.  With  the  present  state 
of  Japanese  civilization,  the  jf  tji  does  not  think 
it  difficult  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Treatv 
Powers  to  reasonable  proposals  for  revision. 
But  the  Authorities  must  be  ready  to  take 
Strong  measures  against  all  attempts  to  prevent 
the  consummation  of  their  object.  Why  has  not 
tile  Government  set  about  the  task  earlier  ?  Per 
haps  it  lias  been  afraid  of  t lie  opposition  that 
may  be  offered  by  a  section  of  the  nation.  But 
what  important  step  in  the  modern  history  ot 
Japan  has  been  undertaken  without  serious 
opposition  ?  Perhaps  the  most  potent  factor 
militating  against  the  attainment  of  Treaty  Re- 
vision has  been  the  small-minded  and  effeminate 
jealousy  of  the  elder  statesmen.  It  was  over 
this  jealousy  that  Count  Okuma  stumbled  in 
1889.  The  Government  is  advised  to  discard 
such  moods,  and  courageously  proceed  straight 
in  the  direction  of  its  goal. 

* 

*  * 

The  Opposition  papers  noisily  censured  the 
Cabinet  for  having  neglected  to  make  public 
its  reasons  for  dissolving  the  Diet.  Accord- 
ing to  trustworthy  authority,  the  officiaf  inten- 
tion is  to  give  a  full  explanation  when  the  Local 
Governors  arrive  in  Tokyo  in  response  to  a 
summons  just  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Slate 
for  Home  Affairs. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


CIVILITIKS  BETWEEN  SOVEREIGNS. 

A  few  days  ago  the  vernacular  press  told  us  of 
two  particularly  fine  horses  sent  by  the  Emperor 
of  Germany  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan.  We 
now  learn  from  the  same  source  that  the  So- 
vereign of  Japan  recently  ordered  a  Chin  dog  of 
the  choicest  kind  for  presentation  to  the  Queen 
of  England.  The  duty  of  finding  an  exemplary 
specimen  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Toritetsu  of 
Kudan  and  Mr.Toriyu  of  Ushigome,  gentlemen 
whose  names  imply  that  they  belong  to  the 
Sweedlepipes  order,  and  after  much  searching 
they  found  in  Nagoya  a  Chin  that  might  be 
set  before  a  Queen.  On  the  28th  u!t.,  the  little 
animal  was  submitted  for  Imperial  inspection 
and,  being  pronounced  satisfactory,  will  shortly 
be  put  on  board  ship  for  conveyance  to  its  illus- 
trious destination. 

*  * 

"  Chin," 'by  the  way,  is  said  to  be  a  vulgar  ab- 
breviation of  "China."  These  tiny,  truculent, 
tumultuous  dogs  having  come  originally  from 
China,  receive  in  Japan  a  name  derived  from 


the  first  syllable  of  the  land  of  their  provenance. 
Is  that  a  true  explanation,  we  wonder.  If  so, 
the  name  must  have  been  given  in  the  first  place 
by  English  folks,  for  the  neighbouring  empire 
has  never  been  known  in  Japan  as  "China." 
Even  the  ideograph  used  by  the  Japanese  in 
writing  the  name  is  perplexing.  The  Chinese 
write  "  Waiktt,"  which  means  "  little  dog;''  the 
Japanese  "  Chin,"  which  means  nothing  at  all, 
unless  indeed  the  composition  of  the  charac- 
ter is  intended  to  signify  dog  of  the  Middle 
Kingdom. 

DISSOLUTION  AND  DOLLARS. 

Dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
means  more  to  the  members  than  simply  being 
sent  home  to  fight  over  again  a  hardly  won 
battle,  or  to  surrender  to  other  brows  the  laurels 
of  popular  representation.  It  means  a  pretty 
heavy  pecuniaiy  fine.  The  annual  stipend  of 
each  member  is  eight  hundred  yen.  This  money 
is  paid  in  two  installments,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances. 'The  first  half  is  handed  to  each 
member  within  thirty  days  after  the  Diet  meets 
in  November.  The  second  half  is  paid  within 
seven  days  after  the  Diet  rises  on  the  conclusion 
of  its  ordinary  session.  But  in  case  of  dissolu- 
tion, the  members  receive  only  such  portion  of 
the  sum  as  covers  the  month  of  dissolution. 
When  the  sentence  of  dissolution  went  forth  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  the  members  had  already 
received  four  hundred  yen,  which  paid  them  up 
to  the  close  of  the  year.  Had  the  issue  of  the 
edict  been  delayed  until  the  termination  of  the 
second  period  of  prorogation — namely,  January 
nth — they  would  have  received  the  allowance 
for  January,  or  66.66  yen,  and  in  that  case  the 
Sentence  of  dissolution  would  have  signified  a 
fine  of  344  44  yen  each.  But  the  course  adopt- 
ed, that  is  to  say,  dissolution  on  the  29th  of 
December,  really  involved  to  each  member  a 
loss  of  400  yen.  Those  who  happen  to  be  re- 
turned again  will,  ot  course,  receive  the  balance 
of  the  year's  pay  when  the  Diet  reassembles  in 
May,  but  in  the  meanwhile  they  will  have  had  to 
bear  the  cost  of  the  elections,  a  very  heavy  item. 
Thus  we  are  justified  in  saying  that  dissolution 
involved  for  each  member  a  fine  of  400  yen 
Rumour  has  it  that  they  left  Tokyo,  for  the  most 
part,  in  considerable  embarrassment,  their  bills 
at  tea-houses  and  hotels  unpaid  and  their  credit 
at  an  exceedingly  low  ebb.  Four  hundred  yen 
is  a  large  sum  to  a  Japanese  of  the  middle  class. 


JAPAN'S  NATIONAL  DEBT. 

According  to  returns  published  by  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Finance,  the  National  Debt  of 
Japan,  Domestic  and  Foieign,  on  December 
31st  1893,  stood  at  266,814,851  yen,  and 
the  Treasury  Notes  in  circulation  aggregated 
16,407,000 ven,  thegrandtotal  being  283,221,851 
yen.    The  details  of  this  total  are  as  follow  : — - 


New  Foreign  Debt    2,957,280 

Old  Foreign  Debt    6,144,726 

New  Foreign  Debt    8,530,375 

Five  Per  Cent.  Pension  Bonds  ...  30,730,020 
Debt  on  account  of  Satsuma  Ite- 

belliou  ,   10,000,000 

Naval  Bonds   16,970,000 

Consolidated  Bonds   166,482.450 

Supplemental  y  Railway  Bonds...  2,000  000 

Bonds  to  ledeein  Paper  Money...  22,000,000 

Railway  Bonds   1 ,000,000 

Govei  nment  N»tes    16,407,000 

It  will  be  perceived  that  out  of  this  total  in- 
debtedness of  283^  million  yen,  no  less  than 


197  millions,  approximately,  represent  obliga- 
lions  incurred  by  (he  Slate  for  the  purpose  of 
commuting  the  incomes  of  the  feudal  barons  ; 
in  other  words,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  back 
the  fiefs  from  their  holders  under  the  old  system. 
Provision  is  made  for  the  gradual  liquidation 
of  this  debt  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
country  within  a  fixed  term  of  years.  In  point 
of  fact  the  debt  really  incurred  by  the  empire 
during  ihe  Meiji  era  does  not  exceed  86  million 
yen,  and  could  be  paid  off  by  devoting  to  its 
service  the  revenue  of  a  single  year.  In  no 
branch  of  her  administration  during  the  Meiji 
era  does  Japan  deserve  greater  credit  than  in 
the  department  of  finance.  She  has  equipped 
herself  with  an  army,  a  navy,  police,  telegraphs, 


1  ail  ways,  h  postal  service,  a  mercantile  marine, 
many  costly  buildings  and  other  necessaries  of 
her  new  civilization,  yet  the  debts  contracted  by 
her  during  the  26  years  of  the  era  scarcely  ex- 
ceed ten  millions  sterling. 


GERMAN   LACQUER  IN    THE   UNITED  STATES. 

It  appears  from  an  account  published  in  the 
Nippon,  that  Mr.  Saito  Masakichi,  an  expert  in 
lacquer,  who  went  recently  to  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiries  into  the  sale 
of  imitation  Japanese  lacquer  there,  found  a 
rather  remarkable  condition  of  things.  He 
reports  that  there  are  two  shops  in  Broadway, 
New  York,  where  lacquers  made  in  Germany, 
according  to  the  methods  inaugurated  in  recent 
years  and  copied  from  Japan,  are  sold.  In  ono 
of  these  stores  the  articles  offered  for  sale  are 
chiefly  trays,  and  the  quantity  disposed  of  yearly 
represents  a  value  of  half  a  million  dollars.  The 
other  store,  concerning  the  goods  sold  at  which 
nothing  is  said,  does  an  annual  business  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Saito  says  that 
the  decorative  designs  on  the  trays  seem  to 
have  been  copied  from  floral  designs  by  Kono 
Bairei  of  Kyoto,  but  that  they  suffer  from  frequent 
repetition,  a  patent  fault  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured in  Germany  being  want  of  variety.  He 
seems  to  think,  also,  that  the  German  lacquer 
is  inferior  to  the  Japanese,  and  that  if  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  would  combine  intelli- 
gently, and  adapt  their  work  to  the  requirements 
of  the  American  market,  they  could  soon  drive 
out  the  German  goods  and  do  a  large  trade. 


THE  COST  OF  DISSOLUTION. 

The  Kokkai  has  an  estimate  of  the  expense  to 
the  country  involved  in  a  dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  subsequent 
general  elections.  It  puts  the  cost  of  the  elec- 
tions to  every  member  in  a  Contested  district  at 
3,000  yen,  and  then  assuming  that  there  will  be 
al  least  650  candidates  for  the  300  seals,  it 
airives  at  the  conclusion  lhat  theaggiegale  out- 
lay on  lhat  account  will  be  about  two  million  yen. 
Fuiiber,  calculating  that  the  Treasury  spends 
three  hundred  thousand  yen,  the  total  cost 
comes  to  2,300,000  yen.  But  surely  these 
figures  must  be  greatly  above  the  mark.  It  is 
very  conceivable  lhat  in  some  districts  a  candi- 
date may  have  to  devote  three  thousand  yen  to 
electioneering  purposes,  but  our  own  informa- 
tion goes  to  show  lhat  no  such  outlay  was  in- 
curred in  the  last  elections,  except  in  extreme 
cases  where  the  contest  developed  remarkably 
severe  features.  We  believe  the  Kokkai's  esti- 
mate to  be  at  least  double  of  the  truth  in  the 
case  of  the  members.  As  for  the  expense  to 
the  Treasury,  the  sum  mentioned  by  our  con- 
temporary may  not  be  too  large  if  the  task  of 
preserving  peace  and  good  order  prove  as  diffi- 
cult as  it  did  after  the  first  dissolution  by  the 
Matsukata  Cabinet. 


AN  ADVERTISEMENT. 

Mr.  Nishimura  Sezayemon,  the  celebrated 
manufacturer  of  silk  textile  fabics  in  Kyoto, 
has  issued  a  little  book  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vertising his  industry.  It  is  a  pretty  volume, 
handsomely  printed  in  tinted  ink  on  fine  Japan- 
ese paper,  and  containing  some  photographs 
which  are  good  and  some  coloured  engravings 
which  are  exceedingly  bad.  From  it  we  learn 
that  Mr.  Nishimura  has  received  a  multitude 
of  marks  of  distinction  at  various  exhibitions, 
as  indeed  his  admirable  products  could  scarce- 
ly fail  to  do,  whatever  their  competitors  ;  and 
from  it  we  learn  also  lhat  Mr.  Nishimura  en- 
trusted the  compilation  of  the  text  to  some 
one  who,  though  not  a  comically  clumsy 
writer  of  the  English  tongue,  as  is  too  frequently 
the  case,  knows  only  enough  of  that  language 
to  exasperate  us  perpetually  by  his  want  of 
knowledge.  When  will  the  Japanese  learn 
that  they  cannot  write  English  fit  for  publi- 
cation? No  Englishman  can  begin  to  write 
Japanese  that  would  pass  the  commonest  muster 
in  print.  Is  it  to  be  reasonably  expected  that 
Japanese  should  write  English  so  very  much 
belter?  Mr.  Nishimura  must  have  incurred  no 
small  expense  in  connection  with  this  book. 
It  is  intended  solely  for  English-speaking  or 
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English-reading  folks.    Yet  here  is  the  kind  of 
fnfogrmation  afforded  s-»  Of  course  there  are 
several  specialists  in  this  line,  but  iheworkof 
our  house  is  characteristically  quite  inimitable. 
We  do  not  say  that  common  works  are  not 
skilfully  executed,  but  when  judged  by  their 
power  to  excite  the  admiration  erf  men  to  day 
there  is  a  great  deficiency.    This  is  the  reason 
why  we  were  recommended  to  the  first  rank  of 
U.is  art."    The  effect  of   such  writing  is  to 
arouse  among  the  public  whose  custom  M  . 
Nishimura  seeks  to  attract,  a  feeling  of  not  at  all 
unalloyed  admiration.    People  naturally  argue 
that  a  man  of  business  who  devotes  a  large  sum 
to    the    compilation    and    publication    of  an 
advertising  volume,  should  at  least  be  pracucal 
enough  to  get  it  written  in  readable  English 
not  in  the  language  of  school-going  children. 


resolved  upon  dissolution  under  certain  con- 
tingencies then  more  than  probable,  but  His 
Excellency  knows  how  to  hold  his  peace. 


We  learn  from  the  Mainichi  Skimbun that 
the  committee  formed  by  the  citizens  of  Kyoto 
for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  the 
exhibition  to  be  held  in  that  city  next  year,  have 
resolved  to  publish  a  guide-book  in  English. 
The  duty   of  compiling  the   work  has  been 
entrusted   to  Mr.   Ichihara  Seiko,  who  is  to 
receive  a  sum  of  840  yen  for  his  trouble.  The 
whole  thing  is  expected  to  cost  1,140  yen  for  a 
thousand  copies.    Will   this,  we  wonder  e 
another   example  of    quaint  Verj 
likelv     At  all  events  we  congratulate  Mr.  Ichi- 
hara  Seiko.    His  task  is  easy      The  admirable 
guide-books  already  compiled  by  Messrs.  Sa- 
tow    Hawes,  Chamberlain,  and  Mason,  contain 
all  'and  more  than  all,  the  information  needed 
for  such  a  volume  as  he  is  required  to  prepare. 
He  has  only  to  collate.     And  it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended that  the  pay  promised  to  him  for  such  a 
duty  is  particularly  small.  

GENERAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PRO  J  ECTORS  OF  1 
YOKOHAMA  DOCKYARDS. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  promoters  of  this 
scheme,   which   has   been   hanging    fire  eve. 
since  the  Government  charter  was    issued  in 
1880,  was  held  on  the  16th  inst  at  the  Yoko- 
hama Office  of  the  Japan  Steamship  Company 
Mr  Hara  Rokurotook  the  chair,  and  prominent 
amongst  the  promoters  were  Messrs.  Hara  Zen- 
Xro,  Mog.  Sobei,  Higuch  Tokuj.ro,  N.sni- 
mura  kisabi.ro,  Otani  Kahei,  Asano  So.ch.ro, 
and  Kurusu  Sobei.    It  was  reso  ved  to  re  und  to 
the  last  mentioned  gentleman  the  sum  of  6  600 
Ven  spent  by  him  in  initial  investigations.  It  was 
further  decided  to  form  a  company  and  carry  out 
the  original  scheme  of  building  a  dry-dock,  the 
necessary  capital,  about  half  a   million  yen, 
being  raised  by  subscription  among  the  pro- 
moters    Also  that  the  officials  of  the  Company 
Should  receive  no  salary  at  the  commencement, 
but  that  a  sum  of  2,000  yen  be  put  aside  yearly 
for  gratuities  to  them.    The  following  appoint- 
ments   were    made —Managers :    Messrs.  R. 
Sara,  R.  Kawata,  T.  Yoshikawa,  M.  Asada, 
S  Kurusu.  Inspectors:  Messrs.  T.  H.guchi,  O. 
Watanabe.    The  original  scheme  was  for 
docks,  as  well  as  an  iron  foundry,  with  a  cap  al 
*  million  yen.    The  necessary  application  to  the 
Government  has  already  been  made. 


THE  FOREIGN   MINISTERS  AT  THE  PALACE. 

We  read  in  the  Shin-Choya  newspaper  that 
the  Foreign  Representatives  repaired  to  the 
Palace  on  the  5th  instant  in  response  to  the 
Emperors  invitation,  mounted  guards  were  at- 
tached to  them  as  a  special  measure.  Tins 
step,  according  to  our  contemporary,  was  taken 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  who  argued  that  the  present 
agitation  for  strict  enforcement  of  the  Treaties 
might  possibly  have  the  effect  of  rousing  igno- 
rant  and  thoughtless  desperadoes  to  deeds 
of  violence.  P.evention  is  better  than  cure. 
But  the  Shin-Choya  recalls  the  fact  that  no 
such  necessity  had  arisen  in  Japan  since 
the  Kayei  and  Ansei  eras.  That,  how- 
ever, is  a  slight  exaggeration,  for  the  Meijt 
era  was  already  some  years  old  before  the 
guards  {Bettei)  told  off  for  the  better  protection 
of  the  Foreign  Representatives,  and  indeed  of 
all  foreigners,  in  the  streets  of  Tokyo,  were 
discontinued.  Nevertheless  this  recurrence  to 
a  state  of  affairs  that  formerly  disgraced  the 
country  would  be  very  lamentable  were  it  a  fact, 
but  the  whole  story  is  untrue.  No  guards  were 
attached  to  the  Foreign  Representatives  on  the 
occasion  in  question.  Some  one  has  been 
amusing  himself  at  the  Shin-Choya  s  expense. 


leaves  of  thick,  rich  paper,  and  just  room  enough 
under  each  day  of  the  year  to  tempt  an  entry- 
such  is  the  reminder  that  Messrs.  Chubb  and 
Son  distribute  to  tempt  custom.    Every  day  has 
a  caption,  showing  the  losses  inflicted  by  thieves 
and  fires  owing  to  people's  neglect  to  use  Chubb  s 
locks  and  safes,  showing  also  remarkable  in- 
stances of  security  from  such  disasters  obtained 
through  the  agency  of  the  great  manufacturers 
work,  and  showing  finally  the  innumerable 
prizes  at  exhibitions,  injunctions  in  courts  of 
law    letters  of  thanks  and  other  testimonials 
that  have  marked  the  career  of  these  wonderful 
locks   and   safes.     The  volume   resembles  & 
choice  little  missal.    Perhaps  the  idea  was  to 
suggest  that  receptacles  for  temporary  valuables 
where  thieves  do  not  break  through  and  steal 
are  provided  in  this  world  by  Messrs.  Chubb 
and  Son,  as  surely  as  a  similarly  secure  place 
is  furnished  for  eternal  treasures  in  the  next  by 
due  attention  to  the  contents  of  the  prayer  book. 


COUNT  ITO  AND   NEWSPAPER  MEN. 

Count  Ito,  according  to  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  en- 
tered one  of  the  Secretary's  rooms  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  while  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affair   was  addressing  the  House     Being  ac- 
costed by  a  newspaper  editor,  who  observed 
(|iat  the  time  seemed  to  have  come  for  dis- 
solving the  House,  the  Count  IS  said  to  have 
replied  :— "  Such  a  strong  measure  as  d.sso  u- 
ion  is  not  possible  to  such  a  weakling  as  this 
Ito  "    Being  further  asked    why  the  Govern- 
ment did   not  call  upon  the  House  to  close  its 
doors  during  the  debate  on  the  Representation 
referring  to  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties 
he  Count  answered  that  for  one  side  to  seek 
privacy  when  the  other  courted  publicity  would 
be  a  little  futile.    The  advocates  of  the  Repre- 
sentation had   already  published  the,, -  whole 
case  in  the  press,  and  to  ask  or  a  private  ses- 
sion after  that  would  be  like  shutting  the  stable 
when  the  horse  had  escaped.    Count  Ito,  when 
he  gave  the  former  answer,  must  have  already 


A  NEW  LAMP. 

Mr  H.  Janni,  of  Trieste,  has  arrived  in  Yoko 
hama  with  a  new  lamp,  which  may  be  seen  m 
operation  at  the  offices  of  Messrs.  Browne  & 
Co    at  No    72.    It  is  claimed  for  this  light 
which  is  derived  from  coal  gas,  that  four  times 
the  illuminating  power  is  obtained  with  a  con- 
sumption of  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the 
gas  used  in  the  ordinary  way.    The  princip 
of  the  light  is  incandescence,  which  is  produced 
bv  the  gas  jet  being  invested  with  a  bag  sus- 
pended from  a  metal  ring.    This  bag,  which  is 
simply  a  close  cotton  netting  chemically  pre 
pared,  becomes  white  hot  immediately  the  gas 
is  lit    and  gives  a  strong  and  brilliant  while 
light'    The  bag  is  said  to  stand  from  800  to 
1  200  hours  combustion  before  requiring  lo  be 
renewed,  and  the  rest  of  the  apparatus  being 
simple  the  new  light  can  easily  be  applied  to 
ordinary  gas  fittings.    It  is  necessary  that  eacl 
light  be  enclosed  in  a  chimney  on  account  of  Hie 
delicate  nature  of  the  incandescent  material,  but 
the  cost  of  chimniesand  renewal  of  the  "mantle, 
as  it  is  termed,  is  apparently  very  small  when 
compared  with  the  saving  effected  in  the  con- 
sumption  of  gas,  to  say  nothing  of  the  improved 
lighting.    Nor  is  this  all.    Yokohama  gas  is 
notoriously  bad  in  quality  and   uncertain  in 
Quantity,  but  this  does  not  appear  to  effect  the 
incandescent   material   employed  in   the  new 
lamp  as  the  blue  and  sickly  flame  of  Yokohama 
gas  of  very  low  illuminating  power  became  < 
delightful  illuminant  immediately  it  was  sur 
rounded  by  Mr.  Janni's  incandescent  "mantle. 
As  the  electric  light  is  expensive  and  gas  in 
Yokohama  is  both  bad  and  dear,  there  ought 
to  be  a  field  for  the  new  lamp,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  adopted  extensively  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  


THE  aUEBN's  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Some  one,"  says  a  home  journal,  "  has  taken 
the  trouble  to  make  out  a  list  of  Queen  Victoria's 
extensive  establishment  of  salaried  and  titular 
officials,  and  gives  the  following  as  the  cata- 
logue :— There  are  the  lord  steward,  the  lord 
chamberlain,  the  treasurer,  the  comptroller,  the 
keeper  of  the  privy  purse,  his  assistants  and 
secretaries,  the  coroner,  and  the  electric-light 
engineer.    The  lord  chamberlain's  department 
comprises  a  vice-chamberlain,  comptroller,  ex- 
aminer of  accounts,  paymaster,  master  of  cere- 
monies, marshal  of  ceremonies,  lords-in-waiting, 
grooms-in-waiting,    extra    grooms,  gentlemen 
ushers  of  the  privy  chamber,  gentlemen  ushers 
of  the  black  rod,  gentlemen  ushers  daily  waiters, 
gentlemen  ushers  quarterly  waiters,  sergeant- 
at-arms,    poet    laureate,    examiner    of  plays, 
librarian,  painter,  marine  painter,  sculptor,  sur- 
veyor of  pictures,  German  librarian,  constable 
of  Windsor,  gentlemen  at  arms  and  yeoman. 
The  department  of  the  master  of  the  horse  com- 
prises master  of  the  buckhounds,  clerk  marshal, 
grand   falconer,   crown   equerry,   equerries  in 
ordinary,  extra  equerries,  honorary  equerries, 
pages  of  honour,  superintendent  of  royal  mews, 
storekeeper,  and  a  host  of  clerks.    The  depart- 
ment of  the  mistress  of  the  robes  comprises 
ladies  of  the  bedchamber,  extra  ladies  of  the 
bedchamber,  bedchamber   women,  extra  bed- 
chamber women,  maids  of  honour,  groom  of 
the  robes,  cleiks  of  the  robes,  and  chaplain. 
The  religious  department  consists  of  the  dean 
of  the  chapel  royal,  clerk  of  the  closet,  deputy 
clerks  of  the  closet,  and  domestic  chaplains. 
The  medical  department  has  among  its  members 
physicians  in  ordinary,  physicians  extraordinary, 
sergeant  surgeons,  surgeons  extraordinary,  physi- 
cian to  the  household,  surgeon  to  the  household, 
surgeon  apothecary,  other  surgeons  and  apothe- 
caries, surgeon  oculist,  surgeon  dentist,  dentists 
to  the  household,  and  chemists  and  druggists. 
There  are  also  a  hereditary  grand  almoner,  a 
sub-almoner,  and  secretaries,  cle.ks,  yeomen 
attendants,  pages,  cooks,  waiters,  servants,  and 
other  persons  to  the  number  of  about  a  thousand. 


CAVENDO  TUTUS. 

"Safe  by  talring  care."    That  is  the ^  motto  of 
Messrs.  Chubb  &  Son's  Lock  and  Safe  Com- 
pany Limited.    It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
who  initiated  the  system  of  costly  advertising 
now  in  vogue.    Our  idea  is  that  Lamplough  s 
Pyretic  Saline  was  among  the  pioneers,  but  ot 
course  the  Messrs.  Holloway  with  their  wonder- 
ful pills  take  the  lead.    However,  even  in  the 
palmiest  days  of  Holloway  we  had  nothing  so 
artistic  and  pretty  as  the  methods  now  employ- 
ed     Advertisers  do  not  think  simply  of  bring- 
ing themselves  and  their  wares  to  public  notice  : 
they  aim  also  at  furnishing  something  that  shall 
be  at   once    useful   and   ornamental  in  their 
clients'  hands.    A  very  happy  example  of  this  is 
the  Diary  and  Almanack  of  Messrs.  Chubb  and 
Son  for  1894.    A  tiny  little  volume  such  as 
one  can  keep  in  the  drawer  of  a  lady's  bureau 
beautifully  bound  in  leather,  with  gilt-edged 


TWO  COLLECTIONS  OF  CH1NESB  PORCELAIN. 

American  amateurs  are  destined,  it  would  seem, 
to  have  an  exceptional  opportunity  early  next 
year  of  acquiring  some  fine  specimens  of  Chi- 
nese porcelain.    The  well  known  collections  of 
Mr.  A.  J.  How,  of  Shanghai,  and  of  the  late 
Mr  W.  H.  Forbes,  of  Tientsin,  are  to  be  offer- 
ed for  sale  at  que  of  the  art  galleries  in  New 
York,  .probably  about  the  month  of  April.  Each 
of  these  collections  contains  many  beautiful  and 
rare  examples  of  wares  now  not  procurable  in 
China  without  great  difficulty  and  paying  very 
high  prices.    They  are  especially  rich  in  fine 
grades  of  blue  and  white,  including  a  number 
of  grand  "Hawthorns,"  in  Lang  yao  (sang  de- 
bceuf)  in  "grains-of-riee"  porcelains,ini5rt»/*/« 
Vert*,  and  in  monochromes.    The  collections 
were  put  together  during  some  two  decades  of 
residence  in  China.    They  are  free  from  any  of 
the  spurious  or  inferior  specimens  that  usually 
figure  in  assemblages  of  wares  brought  under 
the  auctioneer's  hammer,  and  we  imagine  that 
the  amateurs  of  the  United  States  will  not  be 
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slow  to  appreciate  their  value.  Everything  fine 
in  ilie  way  ot  objects  of  aii  gravitates  10  Ame- 
rica now.  Plenty  of  gold  and  no  lack  of  readi- 
ness to  spend  it  for  (lie  acquisition  of  choice 
specimens  constitute  a  force  of  atti action  that 
nothing  can  resist. 

KOREAN  AFFAIRS. 

A  tklkgrai'Hic  message  from  Osaka,  publish- 
ed in  the  Tokyo  Asa  hi  Shimbun,  states  that  a 
letter  despatched  from  Jinsen  on  the  31st  ult. 
contains  the  news  that  the  representation  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister,  re- 
questing the  withdrawal  of  the  notification 
prohibiting  the  export  of  rice,  has  been  inspected 
by  the  King,  and  great  anxiety  prevails  among 
the  Ministers  of  State,  in  reference  to  the  effect 
it  will  produce  upon  His  Majesty.  The  Pen- 
insular Government  was  to  have  replied  to  the 
Japanese  Minister  on  the  26th  ult.,  but  asked 
tor  an  extension  of  lime.  It  is  stated  that  the 
King  ordered  the  rescission  of  the  prohibition, 
but  the  Royal  command  has  not  yet  been  pub- 
lished. 

* 

A  telegram  has  reached  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Sho  Joshun,  a 
former  Foreign  Minister  of  Korea,  resumed  that 
position  on  the  41I1  inst.,  Mr.  Nan  Teitetsu  being 
released  from  the  post. 

POSTHUMOUS  TITLES. 

THEEmperor  has  conferred  posthumous  titles  of 
the  first  grade  of  the  fourth  rank  on  Mayeno  Ryo- 
taku,  Fujiwara  Seikwa,  and  Takashima  Shiro- 
tayu.  The  first  of  these,  who  was  insttumental 
in  spreading  the  Dutch  language,  was  a  physi- 
cian in  the  service  of  the  Lord  of  Nakalsu, 
and  studied  medicine  under  Yoshimasu  Todo. 
When  past  the  prime  of  life,  he  began  to  study 
Dutch,  and  acquired  from  the  interpreters  at 
Nagasaki  sufficient  knowledge  of  it  to  translate 
various  books  from  that  language  on  medicine, 
astronomy,  and  geography;  he  also  compiled 
a  Dutch-Japanese  dictionary.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  for  his  learning  by  his  lord.  Fuji- 
wara Seikwa  lived  in  the  times  of  Hideyoshi  and 
lyeyasu  ;  his  family,  by  whom  he  was  educated 
as  a  Buddhist  priest,  were  connected  with  the 
court  at  Kyoto.  On  entering  manhood,  he  de- 
voted himself  to  the  study  of  Chinese  and  soon 
became  famous  for  his  learning.  On  ac- 
count of  the  lack  of  Chinese  scholars  in  the 
country  at  the  time,  he  resolved  to  go  China,  then 
under  the  Ming  dynasty,  but  gave  up  the  idea 
on  hearing  of  Shi  mazu  Nisshinsai's  library  at 
Satsuma,  which  contained  the  works  of  Suki,  a 
scholar  who  had  revived  the  doctrines  of  Con- 
fucius. Henceforward  he  gave  his  life  to 
studying  and  teaching  Confucianism;  an  insti- 
tution for  this  purpose  was  afterwards  establish- 
ed in  Yedo  by  one  of  his  disciples,  Hayashi 
Razan.  Takashima  Shirotayu,  who  was  born 
some  seventy  years  before  the  Restoration,  came 
of  a  family  engaged  for  several  generations  in 
foreign  trade  at  Nagasaki.  He  studied  the  art 
of  gunnery  and  foreign  military  discipline,  ac- 
quiring his  information  from  books  and  from 
the  foreigners  then  in  the  country.  When  the 
Opium  War  of  China  broke  out,  on  his  repre- 
senting to  the  Tokugawa  Government  the  ne- 
cessity of  defensive  preparations,  he  was  ap- 
pointed instructor  to  the  body-guard  in  the  art 
of  gunnery  which  thus  became  commonly  prac- 
tised in  the  country,  many  daimyos  following 
the  example  of  the  Government.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

MR.  SHIB  USAWA  ON  THE  ECONOMIC  CONDITION 
OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Mr.  Shibusawa  Eiichi,  President  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  also  of  the  Tokyo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  delivered  an  address  on  the 
economic  condition  of  the  country  during  last 
year,  at  the  New  Year  gathering  of  the  principal 
business  men  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama.  No- 
ticing the  rise  of  various  enterprises,  the  tight- 
ness of  the  money  market  and  the  depreciation 
ot  silver,  he  said  that  though  some  difficulty 
had  been  created  by  this  last,  the  foreign  trade 
had  not  been  seriously  affected  ;  in  fact,  the 
year,  from  a  business  stand  point,  had  been 
satisfactory.    In  speaking  of  the  new  enter* 


prises,  he  give  it  as  his  opinion  that  there 
was  a  lack  of  independence  and  loo  great 
a  tendency  to  seek  aid  from  the  Govern- 
ment or  other  sources,  instancing  the  present 
railway  system  in  Japan.  He  concluded  with  a 
brief  reference  to  lecent  political  events. 

GROUPING  OF  STATESMEN. 

Thkkk  is  interest  in  the  ideas  entertained  by  a 
journal  like  the  Kokkai  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Meiji  statesmen  may  be  expected  to 
group  themselves.  Our  contemporary  takes 
four  of  these  statesmen  as  probable  Ministers 
President  of  State  in  future  Cabinets,  and  com- 
poses their  respective  Cabinets  thus  : — ■ 

Yamagata  Cabinbi.    Kuroim  Cabin st. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Home  Affairs  Mr.  Shirans   Mr.  Suzuki  Dairvo. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Foreign  Affairs  ...Mr.  Sone  Arasuke  Viscount  Enouioto. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Finance  Mr.  Watanabe   Mr.  Kavvase  Shinko. 

Minister  of  State)  Gen.  Kodama  )  ^      ,r  ,  .. 

for  War  /    Gentaro.  J  Gen.  Takashima. 

Minister  of  State  )  Admiral  Viscount    1  Admiral  Viscount 

for  the  Navy  ...  j  Kabayama.  J 
Minister  of  State i  \ 

for  Agriculture }- Viscount  Tanaka.    ^Mr'    KltaBak'  Kuni 

and  Commerce.J  J 
Minister  of  State  for 

Communications. Viscount  Nomura  Mr,  Komaki  Shogyo. 

Mfor>st,?ceSt.a'e}'Mr-  Kiyoura  Keigo.}  MnHawH  Yoshiaki- 
M  inister  of  State  for 

Education   Mr.  Inouye  Ki   Mr.  Makino  Nobuaki, 

Chief  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police. .. Mr.  Kitagak  Kunimichi.Mr.  Orita  Heinai. 

Iro  Cabinit.  Inouye  Cabinet. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Home  Affairs  Mr.  Ito  Myoji  Mr.  Mutsu  Munemitsu. 

Minister  of  State")  „      ...  , 

f^r!:8^^:j    ™^U^..^e-}  Viscount  Aoki. 
Minister  of  State  for 

Finance...  Mr.  Tajiri  Inejiro  Count  Inouye. 

Minister    of  State 

for  War  General  Kawakanti  ...General  Kawakami, 

Minister  of  State \  Admiral  Inouye  Yo-IAdmiral    Ito  Shun. 

for  the  Navy  ...  J    shika  j  kichi. 

Minister  of  State"! 

for  Agriculture  >-Mr.  Makino  Nobuaki.  Mr.  Saito  Shuichiro. 

and  Commerce.J 
Minister  of  State")  •„       —  . 

for  Communica-  ^Mr.  Kaneko  Kentaro.  Mr"    Furusawa  Sh" 

tions    j  Peru" 

Minister  of  State)  M    Mi  oshi  Taiz0>. I  Mr,   Yoshikawa  Aki- 

for  Justice   J  '  J  masa. 

Minister  of  State)  Mr.  Suyematsu        )»«•«.       r-u-  i- 

for  Education...)    Kencho  jMr.Yeg.  Ch.yuk.. 

Chief  of  Metropo- )  Mr.  Sonoda  Yasu-    \ ,,    „     ,   „  .  , 

titan  Police....../    kata   j  Mr.  Onoda  Mototeru. 

Turning  next  to  the  statesmen  popularly  sup- 
posed to  represent  the  Opposition,  the  Kokkai 
gives  four  other  states  as  follow  : — 

Okuma  Cabinet.       Itagaki  Cabinet. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Home  Affairs   Mr.  Ozaki  Yuki  Mr.  Kono  Hironaka. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Foreign  Affairs  ...Count  Okuma   Mr.  Hoshi  Torn. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Finance  Mr.  Inugai  Ki   Mr.  Matsuda  Masahisa. 

Minister  of  State\Oneof  the  Sat-Cho  I  Mr.     Kataoka  Ken- 
Statesmen   J  kichi. 

0ns^LSat-Ch0}Mr.SugitaTeiichi. 


Statesman   j 

-Mr.  Shimada  Saburo..Mr.  IshidaKannosuke. 


for  War 
Minister  of  State 

for  Navy  

Minister  of  State 

for  Agriculture 

Commerce   _ 

Minister  of  State  for 

Communications..Mr.  Mayejima  Mitsu..Mr.  Hayashi  Yuzo. 
Minister  of  State  )  Mr.  Hatoyama        )Mr.  Misaki  Kameno- 

for  Justice   J    Kazuo   ...J  suke. 

Minister  of  State)  M    v  lMr-     Nakaye  Toku- 

for  Education  ...  J  Mr-  Yan0  Eum,°  ••■  /  suke. 
Chief  of  the  Metro- 

politan  Police  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo   ...Mr.  Suzuki  Shoji. 

Saigo  Cabinet.  Goto  Cabinet. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Home  Affairs   Viscount  Shinagawa.Mr.  Hayashi  Yuzo. 

Minister  of  State  for 

Foreign  Affairs  ...Mr.  Sone  Arasuke   ...Mr.  Saito  Shuichiro. 
Minister  of  State  for 

Einance  Mr.  Yasuba  Howa  ...Mr.  Iwazaki  Yanosuke. 

Minister  of  State  for 

War   Major-Gen.  Aoyama..Mr.KataoVa  Kenkichi. 

Minister  of  State)  Captain  Yamamotolw    Yasuoka  Yukichi 

for  Navy   J    Gombei   | Mr.  Yasuoka  Yukichi. 

Minister  of  Stated 

for    Agriculture  J-Mr.  Sasa  Tomofusa...Mr.  Takenouchi  Ko. 

and  Commerce. .J 
Minister  of  State  for 

Communications, .Mr.  Awaya  Shinazo...Mr.  Oye  Taku. 
Minister  of  State  for 

Justice   Mr.  Ooka  Ikuzo   Mr.  Yoshida  Masaharu. 

Minister  of  State )  Mr.  Kawada  Mori-  ),,„  ,  _  ,  

for  Education  ...)    bumi  JMr-  Inouye  Kakugoro. 

Chief  of  the  Metro- 
politan Poliie  Mr.  Furusho  Yoshido.Mr.  Takahashi  Nakaji. 

The  Kokkai  does  not  pretend  that  this  forecast 
is  altogether  serious.    We  should  think  not. 


MUNIFICENCE   IN  AID  OF  EDUCATION. 

Marquis  Kuroda  has  added  another  educational 
benefit  to  those  already  conferred  by  the  House 
of  which  he  is  the  present  head,  on  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Chikuzen,  the  ancient  dominion  of  his 
forefathers.  Some  time  ago  a  middle  school 
was  founded  and  amply  endowed  by  this  family 
at  Fukuoka,  the  most  promising  graduates  of 
which  are  supplied  with  funds  to  continue  their 
studies  at  the  Imperial  University,  and  some 
have  even  been  sent  abroad  to  complete  their 
education  ;  in  consequence  of  which  Hizrm  has 
contributed  many  of  those  men  who  now  oc- 


cupy prominent  positions  In  the  scientific, literary 
and  political  worlds.  The  Mai qnis  now  intend! 
to  give  assistance  to  the  descendants,  now  in 
poor  circumstances,  of  those  who  at  any  lime 
have  performed  meritorious  service  to  his 
family  ;  help  is  to  be  given  as  soon  as  they  enter 
and  after  they  leave  the  school,  and  advertise- 
ments to  this  effect  have  been  inserted  in  the 
Fukuoka  daily  papers.  His  object,  according 
to  the  Yomiitri  from  whom  we  take  the  forego- 
ing, is  to  strengthen  the  weakened  ties  between 
the  feudal  lord  and  his  former  retainers.  It  is 
probable  that  the  Marquis  will  have  several 
applications. 

YOKOHAMA  POLICE-. STATION  ON  FIRE. 

Thk  Foreign  Settlement  Police  Station,  Yoko- 
hama, had  a  narrow  escape  from  destruction  by 
fire  on  Monday  forenoon.  The  station,  which 
is  a  commodious  two-storyed  red  brick  erection, 
stands  on  Lot  No.  203,  not  far  from  the  offices 
of  the  CP. R.  Co.,  and  the  police  staff  maintain- 
ed there  have  charge  of  the  public  peace  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Foreign  Settlement.  The 
fire  was  discovered  a  few  minutes  after  eleven 
o'clock,  but  it  had  then  been  smouldeiing 
for  some  considerable  time,  a  stove  pipe  which 
leads  from  the  general  waiting-room  into  the 
Inspector's  room,  and  then  passes  through 
a  stone  opening  into  an  upper  room  and 
from  thence  into  the  open  air,  having  become 
red  hot.  The  wood-workaround  had  .become 
very  dry  of  late,  while  the  partition  between 
the  rooms  mentioned  consisted  solely  of  lathe 
and  plaster.  The  fire  consequently  spread  rapid- 
ly, once  a  start  was  effected.  Upon  an  alarm 
being  given,  the  firemen  attached  to  the  station 
at  once  put  in  an  appearance,  and  were  quickly 
followed  by  the  Yokohama  Fire  Brigade  under 
Supt.  Kipling.  Plenty  of  water  was  obtainable  at 
the  hydrants,  and  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
building  was  out  of  danger.  The  interior  has 
suffered  severely  from  water,  and  for  some  little 
time  to  come  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
Station  will  have  to  be  transacted  at  the  official 
residence  of  the  Chief  Superintendent,  which 
fortunately,  stands  on  the  same  compound.  The 
amount  of  damage  done  is  not  yet  ascertainable, 
but  whatever  it  is  will  fall  on  the  official  treasury, 
as  the  building,  we  learn,  is  not  insured.  The 
records  and  other  official  documents  were  saved. 


TELEPHONES. 

The  demand  for  telephones  is  evidently  on  the 
increase.  From  their  introduction  in  1890  up 
to  1,892  the  total  number  of  subscribers  for  them 
was  1564,  while  in  the  present  fiscal  year,  from 
April  to  August,  there  have  been  476  applicants  ; 
at  this  rate  there  should  be  more  than  1,000  by 
next  March.  Nevertheless  a  large  majority  of 
these  must  wait  till  the  end  of  the  year  at  least, 
since  the  authorities  find  that  they  must  limit 
the  total  number  of  telephones  to  1,647,  owing 
to  lack  of  funds.  Even  if  the  Diet  grant  the 
200,000  yen  asked  for  by  the  Department  of 
Communications,  which  is  improbable,  there  will 
be  considerable  delay  in  supplying  the  demand. 
The  Jiji  Shimpo,  from  which  the  above  is 
taken,  points  out  the  folly  of  fettering  by  ill- 
judged  economy  an  enterprise  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  profitable,  and  advocates  a  transference 
of  the  business  to  private  enterprise  from  the 
control  of  the  Diet,  whose  present  policy  is  a 
continual  reduction  of  all  expenditure:  this,  it 
is  suggested,  might  be  done  by  the  introduction 
of  a  bill  to  that  effect  in  the  coming  extraordi- 
nary session. 

ELECTION  QUESTIONS. 

The  general  elections  will  be  held,  it  is  expected, 
about  the  20th  of  February.  According  to  the 
News  Agency,  the  three  great  topics  which 
the  six  Sections  of  the  Opposition — namely,  the 
Kokumin  Kyokai,  the  Domei  and  Doshi  Clubs, 
the  Kaishin-to,  the  Seimu  Chosa-jo  and  the 
Dai  Nippon  Kyokai — will  employ  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  campaign,  are  Strict  Enforcement 
of  the  Treaties,  Official  Discipline,  and  the 
Chishima-Ravenna  affair.  Never  were  agita- 
tors so  slenderly  equipped  for  a  big  fight.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  well  understood  that  the 
Government  will  employ  every  means  in  its 
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power  to  prevent  the  creation  of  an  anti-foreign 
sentiment  ...  the  country.  Hence,  the  strict 
enforcement  question,  which,  as  the  public  well 
understands,  is  the  real  bone  of  contention 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  will 
have  to  be  discussed  with  great  circumspection 
on  the  platform  and  in  the  press.  The  situation 
is  delicate  for  both  sides.  If  the  Government 
adopts  strong  measures  to  repress  anti-foreign 
agitation,  it  will  inevitably  be  accused  of  des- 
potically interfering  in  the  elections  in  Us  own 
interests.  But  if  political  agitators  rely  upon  the 
determent  effect  of  that  imputation,  they  will 
find  their  meetings  dispersed  by  the  police  and 
their  newspapers  suppressed.  

THIS  TAMA  DISTRICTS  AGAIN. 

There  is  great  discontent  in  the  three  districts 
of  Tama  with  the  resolution  of  the  Home  Mini- 
ster not  to  sanction  the  reduction  of  the  police 
force  by  one-third  in  the  nine  rural  districts 
under  the  municipality,  which  was  passed  by 
the  Tokyo  Municipal  Assembly  last  autumn. 
Mr  Miura,  the  Governor,  was  dissatisfied  with 
the'reduction  and  requested  a  second  discussion 
of  the  matter,  which  took  place  with  the  same 
result.  The  affair  was  then  reported  to  the  Home 
Minister  by  the  Governor,  who  represented  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  the  strength  of  the 
police  force  in  view  of  the  coming  elections,  and 
received  the  assurance  that  the  diminution  would 
not  be*  sanctioned.  The  people  of  Tamagawa 
intended  to  apply  the  money  thus  obtained  to 
repairing  the  banks  of  the  river  ;  as  they  are 
supported  by  Mr.  Miyamoto,  Chairman  of  the 
Rural  Districts  Assembly,  more  or  less  friction 
is  expected.  The  above  is  taken  from  the 
Nichi  Ntchi.   

MM.   FELIX   REGAMEY  AND   PIERRE  LOTI 

The  i 08th  number  of  La  Plume  is  devoted  en 
tirely  to  Japanese  subjects.    "  L'Art  et  la  Fern 
me  au  Japon  "  is  its  title.    The  talented  editor, 
M.  Regamey,  has  set  himself  the  task  of  dis- 
pelling the  impressions   produced   by  Pierre 
Loti's  writings.    If  enthusiasm,  a  graceful  ima- 
gination and  a  charming  style  could  ensure  sue 
cess  in  such  an  effort,  M.  Regamey  ought  to  be 
successful.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  his  writing 

Si  le  Upon  semble  n'avoir  pas  droit  aux  memes 
egards  que  la  Grece,  e'est  uniquement  parce  qu  on 
ignore  l'un  tandis  que  l'autre  est  ressasse. 

Cependant  de  nombreux  et  remarquables  travaux 
ontete  publies  sur  cet  empire,  en  Angleterre  princi- 
pale.nent.  En  France  nous  avons  ceux  de  M.  Pierre 
Loti,  l'ingrat,  le  deplorable  ami  de  Madame  Chry. 
santl.eme,  dout  le  parti  pris  incomprehensible  de 
demerement  est  bien  fait  pour  confondre  I  esprit  de 
quiconque  a  pratique  le  Japon  autrement  que  ce  marln 
qui  n'afait  que  I'entrevoir  du  pont  de  son  navueet 
d^finit  ainsi  :  "  cHte  etonnante  patne  de  toutes  le  sau 
grenuits."  . 

Saugrenue!  cette  nature  superbe  ou  le  pin  colossal 
a  la  noble  allure  se  marie  au  bambou  capricieux  et 
leger  ou  d'un  bout  de  l'annee  a  l'autre,  les  fleurs 
^talent  leur  encliantement  ,  e'est  la  neige  rose  des 
cerisiers  devalant  <ies  collines.  ce  sont  les  camehas  de 
pourpre,  les  lis  d'or.  les  gr  illes  granules  dont  se 
parent  a  foison,  sentiers  et  buissons,  et  c  est  I  mepui- 
sable  varie  6  des  chrysantlxSmes,  ravissant  notre  oc 
cident  qui  jusqu'a  ces  demises  anndes  ne  connaissait 
de  cette  i.lante  qu'une  esptke  rabougrie  et  terne. 

Saugrenue  !  cette  archite.  ture  eMegante  et  grandiose 
le  Siro  feudal,  chateau  fort  aux  murailles  trapues,  qui 
p'longe  dans  un  fossS  aux  eaux  profondes  et  decoupe 
sur  le  ciel  sa  silhouette  tragique  ;  et  ces  temples 
Bouddhistes  au  ddcor  eblouissant,  somptueuses  de- 
meures  de  la  plus  tuleVante  des  religions,  ou  des 
preues  qui  etaie„tde  grands  artists  out  mteneurement, 
ex.erieurement  et  de  la  base  au  faite,  accumuld  I  or  et 
la  soie,  le  bronze,  la  l..que  rouge  et  noire  les  emaux 
et  les  peintures,  fouilln  le  bois,  SCulpW  d  inextn- 
cables  chapiteaux  surmontantde  lourds  pil.ers,  le  tout 
bien  digne  d'etre  mis  en  parallele  avec  nos  plus  belles 
cath6drales.  .  , 

Saugrenus  I  ces  fondeurs,  ces  armuriers,  ces  ortevies, 
ces  cis-leurs,  ces  sculpteurs,  et  ces  peintres  a  qui  I'on 
doit  des  ceuvres  dont  les  moindres  sont  amides 
iusqu'a  nous,  et  dont  il  taut  voir  les  plus  beaux  speci- 
mens sur  place  dans  leur  cadre,  tel  le  Daiboutz  de 
Kamakura,  colosse  de  meUl  dor6  d'un  style  si  pur,  et 
tous  ces  objets  d'usage  courant  en  ivoire,  en  faience, 

en  bronze,  etc.  .  . 

Saugrenus  I  ces  he>os  et  ces  hdroines  qui  egalent  en 
courage  et  en  vertu  tout  ce  que  notre  histo.re  et  nos 
myih-gies  ont  a  nous  offrir  de  plus  grand  et  de  plus 
beau  1 


extiavagant  than  the  supposition  that  the  true 
character  of  the  Japanese  woman  is  to  be  de 
ciphered   under  the   circumstances  of  Pierre 
Lot's  study?    Did  he  himself  love  the  little 
'•Chrysanthemum"?    Had  he  the  least  soup- 
con  of  teal  affection  for  her?    Not  a  shadow. 
He    merely   purchased   her    as  pretty  slaves 
are  purchased   in  Certain  markets.    He  paid 
a  certain   sum  for  the  pleasure   of  her  com- 
panionship, and  then,  with  inconsistency  only 
equalled  by  his  consummate  vanity,  he  inveighs 
because  the  monetary  element  had  prominence 
in  their  relations.    What  was  the  whole  affair  to 
him  ab  initio  except  a  business  of  lucre  and 
lust  ?    Surely  he  must  be  the  victim  of  a  strange 
hallucination  if  he  imagines  that  a  girl  who  sells 
herself  to  a  transient  sojourner  from  a  strange 
land,  to  a  man  incapable  of  exchanging  five  in- 
telligible words  with  her  consecutively,  is  a  fair 
subject  for    illustrating   the  disinterestedness- 
the  devotion,  the  virtue  of  the  best  type  of  Japan, 
ese  womanhood.    He  and  Mr.  Clement  Scott 
deserve  to  run  in  couples.    They  possess  one 
faculty    in    common,    inordinate  self-conceit. 
Approaching  the  women  of  Japan  by  routes 
that  must  necessarily  lead  to  the  worst  examples, 
they  both  seem  to  imagine  that  contact  with 
such  superior  beings  as  themselves  ought  to 
banish  every  gross  element  from  the  intercourse. 
No  one  need  be  greatly  disturbed  by  such  im- 
pertinent egoism. 


But  we  greatly  doubt  whether  Pierre  Loti  de- 
serves to  be  taken  seriously.    What  can  be  more 


JAPANESE  WIT. 

The  Japanese  are  nothing  if  not  merry.  The 
gravest  things  become  in  their  hands  a  topic  of 
mirth.    This  faculty  is  well  exhibited  in  the 
nick-names  they  give  to  their  statesmen  and 
other  notables.    In  grave,  matter-of-fact  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Gladstone  is  known  as  the  G.O.M., 
but  men  of  the  time  as  a  rule  receive  no  appel- 
lation expressing  either  play  fulness  or  ad  mi  ration. 
A  vernacular  newspaper  has  just  published 
some  of  the  names  by  which  the  political  leaders 
in  this  country  are  known.    Frequently  such 
terms,  depending,   as  they   do,   upon  adriot 
combinations  of  ideographs,  defy  appreciative 
translation.    But  some  will  be  fairly  intelligible 
to  English  readers.    Count  Ito  has  many  alter- 
native names  :  thus,  Count  Constitution,  Count 
Odawara,    Count    Peony,    the    Man    of  the 
Spring  Garden,  the  Master  of  the  Wild  Sea 
Waves   Park,  the  Universal  Genius  (Happo 
Bijin).    Count  Inouye  is  known  as  the  Elec- 
tric Count,  the  Three-monkey  Recluse  (i.e.  the 
earless,  eyeless,  and  speechless  monkeys),  and 
Count  Other-world  ;  Count  Kuroda  is  Count 
Goldfish,  Count  Fancyfowl,  and  Count  Black- 
cuttle  (a  play  on  his  name);  Count  Saigo  is 
Count  Southshore,  or  Count  Benkei ;  Count 
Oyama  is  Count  Sponge-face,  or  Count  Phlegm  ; 
Count  Goto  is  Count  Sundale,  Count  Daido 
(in    allusion    to    the    Daido    Danketsu),  and 
Count  Big-Elephant;  Mr.  Yoshikawa  (Minister 
of  Justice)   is  Mr.  Overhill  ;    Mr.  Watanabe 
(Minister  of  Finance)  is  Mr.  Templeman  (in 
allusion  to  his  zeal  for  Buddhism),  Mr  Sword- 
play  (in  allusion  to  his  love  of  fencing),  and 
Minister  Onecash  (in  allusion  to  his  declaration 
that  the  Governmftnt  would   not  reduce  the 
estimates  by  a  cash)  ;  Mr.  Mutsu  (Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs)  is  Mr.  Happyhouse,  Mr.  Six- 
stones,  and   Minister  Razoiface;   Mr.  Inouye 
(Minister  of  Education;,  is  Mr.  Shadowland, 
Mr.  Careworn,  and  Mr.  Drafter  (in  allusion  to  his 
skill  in  drafting  State  papers)  ;  Count  Yamagata 
is  Count  Spring-snow,  Count  Mejiro  and  Count 
Camellia;  Count  Matsukata  is  Count  East- sea 
and  Count  Mita;  Count  Okuma  is  Count  Waseda 
and  Count  Oneleg  (Sekkyaku-Haku);  Mr.Ozaki 
Yukio  is  Mr.  Learned,  Mr.  Terrible  and  Mr. 
Humblehouse;  Mr.  Inugai  Ki  is  Mr.  Wooden, 
or  Mr.  Mononobe  Sukune  ;  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo 
is  the  Tochigi  Crcesus,  or  the  Little-Elephant 
(in  allusion  to  his  mortal  hatred  of  Count  Goto, 
who  is  Count  Big-Elephant)  ;  Count  Itagaki  is 
Count  Liberal,  Mr.  Tatekawa  Umpei  is  Shinku- 
mohira(a-playonhisname);  ViscountShmagawa 
is  Viscount  Nightingale,  and  Mr.  Decapitate  (in 
allusion  totheoalh  that  he  swore  when  joining  the 
Kohumin  Kyokat)  ;  Viscount  Tani  is  Viscount 
Valley  and  the  Now-now  Member  (in  allusion  to 
his  constant  use  of  "  Somo  somo  "  in  speaking)  j 


Mr.  Ohigashi  Gitetsu  is  Mr.  Wilh-the-cui rent, 
or  The  Omi  Saigo;  Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku  is 
Mr.  Riveibank;  Mr.  Takanashi  Tetsushiro  is 
Mr.  Longlocks;  Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  is  Mr. 
Crablace,  or  Mr.  lnokaku  ;  Mr.  Kudo  Kokan  is 
Mr.  Urgency  (i.e.  introducer  of  urgent  motions)  ; 
Mr.  Suzuki  Manjiro  is  Doctor  Haageman  ;  Mr. 
Watanabe  Koki  is  the  Parliamentary  Hotei, 
and  Mr.  Awaya  Shinazo  is  the  Japan-made 
William  Tell. 


LIFE  INSURANCE. 

The  New  Fork  News  Letter  for  November  and 
December  devotes  the  whole  of  its  columns  to 
illustrations  of  the  value  of  life  insurance.  It 
has  been  calculated  by  experts  that  life  insurance 
is  not  the  most  paying  form  of  investment  a 
man  can  choose.  But  their  calculation  is  based 
on  very  large  hypotheses,  namely,  that  a  man 
is  prepared  to  put  by  sums  representing  his 
premia  every  year,  that  he  finds  profitable 
forms  of  investment  for  the  savings  thus  put  by, 
and  that  he  never  makes  a  loss  on  his  invest- 
ments. How  many  of  us  can  count  upon  doing 
that?  And  if  we  can  not,  then  certainly  we 
ought  all  to  insure  our  lives  for  the  benefit  of 
those  we  leave  behind  us.  Take,  for  example,  a 
policy  effected  in  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company,  under  what  is  called  the  "endow- 
ment system."  Let  us  suppose  that  the  sum 
insured  is  $10,000,  and  the  age  of  the  insurer, 
30.  Twenty  annual  premia  have  to  be  paid,  of 
$485.30  each,  so  that,  at  the  end  of  20  years, 
the  insurer  has  disbursed  a  total  of  $9,706. 
This  then  is  his  position  at  the  age  of  50:— 

RHSULTS  AT  END  OF  PEKIOD. 

1.  Cash  value  of  policy    $i5.6£MQ0 

Being  face  of  policy   $10,000.00 

Accumulated  Surplus,  $5.°94"92 
This  is  a  dividend  of  nearly  sixty  per  cent,  of  the 
total  premiums  paid  in  twenty  years. 

2.  Or,  in  lieu  of  cash,  the  policy-holder  may  receive 
a  paid-up  policy,  payable  at  death,  for.  $32,600.00 

3.  Or  an  annuity  for  life  of    $1,20019 

There  are  not  many  of  us  who  could  hope  lo 
do  belter  than  that  by  putting  by  a  sum  of 
$485.30  yearly. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 

According  to  latest  correspondence  from  Korea, 
published    in    the  metropolitan    papers,  Mr. 
Otori  seems  to  be  making  energetic  but  hither- 
to futile  efforts  to  induce  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment to  rescind  the  edict  prohibiting  the  export 
of  rice.    On  the  15th  of  December,  he  address- 
ed to  the  Korean  Foreign  Minister  a  representa- 
tion selling  forth  various  authenticated  facts  bear- 
ing upon  the  depreciation  of  the  price  of  rice  and 
the  abundance  of  the  grain  in  the  kingdom.  On 
the  following  day.  at  2  p.m.,  he  called  at  the 
Korean  Foreign  Office,  but  the  acting  Foreign 
Minister,  Mr.  Kim  Kak-chin,  was  away  at  the 
Palace,  so  the  visit  was  repeated  at  the  same 
hour  ttie  next  day,  the  17th,  when  the  Foreign 
Minister  agreed  to  present  the  document  to  the 
King  and  exert  himself  for  the  revocation  of  llie 
prohibitory  edict.    But  the  performance  of  this 
promise  was  marked  by  the  dilatoriness  usual 
in  Korea,  and  Mr.  Sugimuia,  Secretary  of  the 
Japanese  Legation,  had  to  press  on  the  20th  ult. 
for  the  immediate  submission  of  the  Japanese 
Representative's  memorial  to  the  King.  The 
Korean  Minister  promised  to  submit  it  that  very 
night.    But  of  course  he  did  not  do  so,  and  Mr. 
Otori  again  requested  him  to  give  a  definite 
answer  by  the  27'h  ultimo.    The  only  answer 
obtained  from  him,  however,  was  that,  as  he 
had  to  be  at  Court  for  several  days,  he  should 
be  unable  to  attend  to  the  matter  for  the  pre- 
sent.   Meanwhile,  Mr.  Otori  and  his  Secretary, 
Mr.  Sugimuia  are  said  to  be  daily  visiting  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Korean  Government, 
several  of  whom,  as  for  example  Bin  Eisho,  Bin 
Eitatsu,  Bin  Kikan,  and  Bin  Eishun,  are  re- 
ported to  be  in  favour  of  granting  the  Japanese 
Minister's  request,  but  conservatives  like  Sin 
Oohoku,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Ministers 
of  the  Left  and  the  Right,  are  understood  to  be 
bitterly  opposed  to  it. 


Among  the  Representatives  of  other  coun- 
tries, those  of  Germany  and  the  United  Slates 
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are  reported  (0  have  communicated  with  the 
Korean  Government  on  the  same  subject,  de- 
manding the  revocation  of  the  prohibition, 
ese  Ministers  duly  received  an  answer  from 
the  Korean  authorities  in  a  sense  opposed  to 
then  request,  but  it  was  couched  in  such  un- 
ceremonious language  that  its  recipients  are  said 
to  have  been  greatly  incensed. 


* 

*  * 


In  recognition  of  the  special  requirements 
of  small  settlements  like  those  at  Soul  and 
Gensan,  the  Japanese  Government  has  decided 
to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  those  two 
places  in  regard  to  the  restrictions  recently 
issued  for  the  regulation  of  bunking  agencies. 
In  consequence  of  this  step,  the  Soul  agency  of 
the  1st  National  Bank  will  continue  its  opera 
lions,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  Japanese  mer 
chains  in  the  Korean  capital. 


m 


Bin  Eikan,  who  had  long  been  leading  a 
retired  life  in  mourning  for  a  parent's  death, 
has  resumed  his  official  duties;  Bin  Eiyoku  (or 
Min  Yon-ik)  has  been  recalled  by  the  Queen 
from  Hongkong.  The  appearance  of  these  two 
men  on  the  scene  is  expected  to  produce  some 
important  changes  in  the  policy  of  the  Korean 
Government.  However,  so  long  as  the  Tai 
Won-kun  and  the  Chinese  Resident,  Yuen  Shi- 
kai,  remain  in  Soul,  Min  Yon-ik  is  believed  to 
be  incapable  of  any  decisive  step  for  the  re- 
covery of  supremacy  in  the  King's  council. 


* 

*  * 


Since  the  above  was  written,  a  telegram  from 
Korea  has  reached  Tokyo — we  write  on  the 
authority  of  the  News  Agency — stating  that  the 
Foreign  Representatives  have  decided  to  wait 
a  week  longer,  and  if  during  that  time  the  edict 
foibiddmg  the  export  of  rice  be  not  rescinded, 
they  will  address  a  joint  note  to  the  Korean 
Foreign  Office  on  the  subject. 

PREMATURE  INTERMENTS. 

Many  people  have  a  haunting  dread  of  being 
buried   alive,  and  many  are  the  terrible  tales 
told  in  support  of  the  terror.    We  all  remember 
the  story  of  the  lady  who  returned  from  the  land 
of  the  shades  as  a  thief  was  tearing  the  rings 
from  her  exhumed  body,  and  of  the  unfortunate 
Spaniard  whose  heart  was  seen  to  be  beating 
when  his  autopsy  had  been  carried  as  far  as  the 
opening  of  iiis  breast  and  pericardium  and  the 
laying  bare  of  the  heart  itself.     This  latter  tale, 
however,  has  now  to  be  relegated  to  the  limbo 
of  inventions,  for  whereas  the  sequel  recounts 
how  the  anatomist  (Vesale),  who  performed  the 
autopsy,  was  tried  for  murder,  condemned  to 
death,  and  his  sentence  commuted  to  banishment 
to  the  Holy  Land,  it  now  appears  fchat  Vesale's 
trip  to  Palestine  was  undertaken  solely  for  his 
health,  and  that  he  found  great  difficulty  in  get- 
ting leave  from  Philip  II.  to  go.    Indeed  there 
seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  a  vast  majority  of 
the  premature-interment  stories  hitherto  cur- 
rently  believed    are   pure    fabrications.  Dr. 
Bouchut,  a  distinguished  French  physician,  has 
just  collected  and  published  the  most  familiar 
of  them,  and  has  shown  conclusively  that,  when 
not  false  in  even-  particular,  they  are  enormously 
embellished.    This  should  be  some  consolation 
to  timid  folks,   and   for   their  further  benefit 
we  quote  some  paragraphs  showing  how  very 
remote  are  the  chances  of  premature  interment 
now-a-days:— In  1822,  when  Cardinal  Donnet 
had  his  prolonged  fainting  fit,  auscultation  had 
hardly  been  discovered.     We  can  now  declare 
positively  that  the  mistake  in  Donnet's  case 
would  have  been  impossible  if  the  supposed  dead 
man  had  been  auscultated.    The  stoppage  of 
the  beats  of  the  heart,  perceptible  to  ausculta- 
tion, is  a  certain  sign  of  death,  if  that  stoppage 
lasts  for  some  minutes.    Twenty  minutes  of  in- 
terruption appear  more  than  sufficient,  but,  as 
no  one  is  ever  interred  twenty  minutes  after  the 
supposed  moment  of  his  death,  auscultation  se- 
veral hours  after  deaths,  affords,  when  no  beating 
of  the  heart  is  heard,  an  absolute  certainty  of 
death.    This  proof  can  be  supplemented  and 
Strengthened,  if  that  be  possible,  by  inserting 
in  the  fifth  intercostal  space  a  long  and  fine 
needle,  the  movements  of  which  will  translate 


to  the  eye  the  movements  of  the  heait,  which 
are  always  perceptible  to  an  experienced  ear. 
There  is  one  sign  of  death  explained  at  length 
in  the  work  ot  M.  Bouchut.  This  sign  has 
lately  been  spoken  of  as  a  novelty,  but  it  is  fact 
by  no  means  new.  The  explanation  of  M. 
Bouchut  runs  thus: — "The  infallible  evidence 
of  death  is  the  progressive  chilling  of  the  body 
which  is  put  in  equilibrium  with  the  surround- 
ing temperature.  When  this  temperature  de- 
scends below  +  20  degrees  Centigrade  (68  de- 
grees Fahrenheit),  proved  in  the  armpit,  and 
below  -f-22  degrees  Centigrade,  internally,  that 
becomes  a  certain  sign  of  the  cessation  of  life. 
The  proofof  this  temperature  isthen  asimple  and 
easily-applied  means  of  recognizing  in  a  certain 
and  indubitable  manner  the  signs  of  death, 
and  it  is  evident  that  this  means  can  be  put  in 
practise  by  poor  villagers  without  instruction." 

THE  TCHIGORIN  TARRASCH  MATCH. 

The  Pall  Mall  Budget  has  this  interesting  note 
on  the  great  chess  match  just  concluded  :- 

As  already  announced,  the  match  between  Tchigo 
riii,  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  Dr.  Tarrasch,  of  Nurem- 
burg,  from  which  so  much  interest  was  anticipated, 
terminated  in  a  drawn  battle,  each  player  winning 
nine  games,  and  four  being  drawn.  Tarrasch,  from 
his  unbroken  record  of  three  won  international  tourna- 
ments with  only  a  single  lost  game,  was  the  favourite, 
but  many  favoured  Tchigorin.  From  the  difference 
of  styles  used  by  the  masters  many  grand  and  instruc- 
tive games  were  hoped  for,  but  the  result  is  regarded 
as  somewhat  disappointing. 

The  large  amounts  now  provided  for  exhibition 
chess  matches  (representing  sums  not  thought  of  ii 
former  times)  and  the  facility  with  which  the  compe 
titors  themselves  can  arrange  the  division  of  the  stakes 
seem  to  have  a  tendency  to  produce  drawn  results, 
for  when  matches  remain  undecided  like  this  the 
players  have  a  chance  left  for  a  future  match  on  yrt 
more  favourable  terms.  Tchigorin  and  Weiss,  New 
Vork,  1890,  and  Tchigorin  and  Gunsberg,  Havannah, 
1891,  though  extremely  well  fought,  were  both  un- 
decided matches,  while  in  all  the  contests,  including 
tournament  games  and  correspondence  games,  which 
have  taken  place  between  Steinitz  and  Tchigorin  the 
Score  is  again  equal.  Who  can  tell,  in  the  event  of 
Steinitz,  the  accredited  world's  champion,  and  Lasker 
the  hitherto  invincible  Berlin  player,  obtaining  the 
tempting  sums  asked  for  by  them,  whether  we  may 
see  a  downright  positive  result  clearly  decisive  of 
their  relative  merits. 

The  greatest  matches  of  former  days  were  based 
far  more  than  the  present  on  pure  emulation.  Labour- 
donnais,  of  Paris,  and  McDonnell,  of  Belfast,  always 
aimed  at  winning  in  good  style,  and  scorned  the  draw 
Staunton  for  several  years,  i8-|2  to  .849,  achieved 
great  victories.  Next,  the  incomparable  Paul  Morphy 
electrified  the  whole  chess  world  by  his  graceful 
effective,  and  decisive  play.  Matches  were  not  con-' 
fined  to  two  of  the  dullest  ot  openings,  and  stakes 
were  not  extravagant  enough  to  disturb  the  player's 
equanimity,  or  engender  undue  timidity. 

It  would  be  sheer  affectation  to  pronounce  the 
games  in  the  tarrasch  and  tchigorin  match  as  worthy 
of  the  great  and  well-earned  reputation  of  the  two 
players,  who,  with  Steinitz  and  I.asker,  both  now  in 
America,  constitute  the  quartette  of  available  chess 
champions— at  least,  at  the  existing  slow  time  limit 
I  he  games  are  even  lacking  in  the  qualities  for  which 
the  players  are  most  noted— I  chigorin  for  vigour  and 
attack,  and  Tarrasch  for  judgment  and  precision.  The 
Fabian  policy  remarked  upon  by  Ruskin  is  conspi- 
cuous  in  most  of  them:  in  three  the  draw  is  played 
for  early,  and  in  two  palpable  blunders  occur,  which 
lost  the  game  at  once,  while  in  No  2  the 
best  game  played,  Tchigorin  might  with  a  little'  more 
nerve  have  carried  his  attack  to  a  successful  issue, 
and  that  in  a  manner  hitherto  undiscovered  by  any  of 
the  annotators. 

Under  existing  conditions  of  chess  match  play  we 
can  scarcely  expect  a  return  to  the  style  of  former 
days,  when  enterprise  and  vanety  were  leading  con- 
siderations,  brilliancy  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
combat  took  place  on  terms  and  at  a  pace  which  the 
ordinary  mortal  could  afford  to  witness  without  ennui 


not  strong  enough  to  bear  his  full  weight.  II in 
wife  went  upstaiis  shortly  afterwards,  and  dis- 
covering the  position  of  iter  husband  at  once 
gave  the  alarm,  and  he  was  cut  down  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  The  heart  had  stopped 
beating,  however,  and  life  was  quite  extinct. 
Spence  came  out  here  about  two  years  ago  in 
the  unfortunate  Marquis  0/  Lome,  of  which  he 
was  first  mate,  and  we  understand  lie  held  a 
master's  certificate  and  was  at  one  time  in  com- 
mand of  a  steamer  running  between  British 
ports  and  Hamburg.  He  was  about  sixty-four 
years  of  age,  and,  though  very  grey,  a  strong- 
looking,  vigorous  man. 


UNITED  KINGDOM   FREIGHTS  TO  CHINA 
AND  JAPAN. 

There  is  a  talk,  says  a  London  paper,  of  the 
merchants  in  the  China  and  Japan  trades  hold- 
ing a  meeting  to  consider  the  best  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  difficulty  in  which  they  are 
placed  by  the  action  of  the  Confederate  lines  en- 
gaged in  those  trades.  According  to  the  latest 
Conference  circular,  shipments  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  East  except  by  the  Conference 
boats  are  practically  impossible.  As  merchants 
are  free  to  buy  where  they  please,  and,  as  in  the 
matter  of  railway  material  and  machinery  of  all 
kinds,  their  requirements  can  be  met  as  well 
on  the  Continent  as  at  home,  with  the  further 
advantage  of  free  freightage  from  the  Continent, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  good  deal  of  trade  may 
be  diverted  from  our  own  manufacturers.  The 
last  circular  differs  from  those  hitherto  issued 
in  that,  while  the  former  ones  dealt  specifically 
with  shipments  from  the  Thames,  Mersey,  and 
Clyde,  the  present  one  embraces  every  port  and 
creek  in  the  United  Kingdom.  This  measure 
is  no  doubt  aimed  at  the  German  lines  to  whose 
action  we  recently  referred,  but  coupled  with 
the  recent  coal  troubles  it  is  likely  to  produce 
more  far-reaching  results. 

THE  "YOMIURI  SHIMBUN." 

Our  friend  the  Yomiuri  is  standing  a  little  on 
its  dignity.  It  appears  that  at  a  meeting  of 
journalists  held  last  summer,  its  representative 
spoke  of  the  bad  habit  which  some  of  the 
metropolitan  men  have  got  into  of  consorting 
with  actors  and  story-tellers,  and  receiving  pre- 
sents from  them  which  do  not  differ  very  much 
from  bribes.  He  also  succeeded  in  passing  a 
resolution  that  in  future  the  meetings  of  journal- 
ists should  be  "dignified  and  pure,"  and  that 
there  should  be  no  connection  there  with  actors 
and  story-tellers.  But,  alas  for  journalistic  re- 
solutions, a  convivial  meeting  of  journalists  was 
held  the  other  day,  and  the  representative  of  the 
Yomiuri  was  not  invited.  Can  it  have  been 
that  the  journalists  of  Tokyo,  who,  after  all,  are 
but  men,  preferred  the  company  of  actors  and 
story-tellers  to  that  of  their  confrere  from  the 
Y omiuri?  Well,  moral  reformers  are  generally 
left  in  the  cold  for  a  bit ;  and  after  all,  we  expect 
that  the  actors  and  story-tellers  are  rather  good 
company— just  the  sort  you  want  when  you 
wish  to  unbend. 


SUICIDE  OF  A  FOREIGNER  IN  KOBE. 

A  terrible  result  of  a  bout  of  heavv  drinking 
occurred  yesterday  afternoon,  says"  the  Kobe 
Chronicle  of  the  9th  inst.,  when  the  keeper 
of  a  public-house  at  the  back  of  the  Native 
Bund,  Kobe,  committed  suicide  by  hanging 
himself.  The  unfortunate  man's  name  is  J. 
Spence,  and  it  appears  that  he  has  been  drink- 
ing very  heavily  for  the  last  six  weeks.  After 
tiffin  yesterday  he  said  he  would  go  and  lie  down, 
and  proceeding  upstairs  must  have  immediately 
tied  a  rope  round  his  neck,  and  making  it  fast  to 
the  top  of  the  iron  bedstead-post  appears  to  have 
deliberately  strangled  himself,  as  the  cord  was 


A  STEAMER  MISSING. 

The  Koryo  Maru,  a  steamer  of  850  tons  regis- 
ter, owned  by  Mr.  Sngita  Denyemon  of  Takaoka 
in  Etchu,  and  commanded  by  Mr.  Oka  Kinjiro, 
left  Otaru  on  the  23rd  ultimo,  with  10  passengers, 
900  tons  of  coal  and  various  articles  of  cargo, 
250  tons  of  coal  for  steaming  purposes,  and  a 
crew  of  44,  all  told.  The  following  morning  a 
severe  gale  set  in,  and  nothing  has  since  been 
heard  of  the  vessel.  A  telegram  to  the  proprietor 
from  his  Otaru  agent  said  that  the  steamer  had 
probably  encountered  the  storm  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  island  of  Okushiri,  but  that 
search  made  for  her  in  that  vicinity  had  revealed 
nothing.  Even  supposing  that  no  accident  had 
occurred  to  her  hull  or  machinery,  much  anxiety 
is  felt  for  the  54  persons  on  board,  inasmuch  as 
her  supply  of  provisions  was  small  and  the  cold 
must  have  been  intense.  The  proprietor  there- 
fore applied  to  the  Naval  Authorities  at  Yoko- 
suka  to  have  a  man-of-war  despatched  to  look 
for  the  missing  vessel.  His  request  was  enter- 
tained, and  the  Musashi  Kan  having  been 
ordered,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  undertake  the 
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duty,  sailed  from  Yokosuka  oil  ilie  91I1.  Men- 
of-war,  adds  llie  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbuu,  were 
sent  to  search  for  the  Unebi  Kan  and  for  the 
Kii  fishermen,  but  this  is  the  first  time  that  one 
has  been  ordered  to  sea  on  account  of  a  mer- 
chant vessel.   


A  BRANCH   EXCHANGE  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Authoiities  on 
the  8th  instant  for  permission  to  establish  a 
branch  Exchange  in  Yokohama.  The  staples 
to  be  dealt  in  are  cotton,  cotton  yarn,  and  gold 
articles  ;  the  name  of  the  exchange  will  be 
Yokohama  Boyeki  Shohin  Torihihi-jo,  which 
means  Yokohama  Exchange  for  articles  of 
merchandise;  the  place  chosen  is  No.  II,  of 
the  first  ward  of  Minami  Nakadori  ;  and  the 
capital  is  to  be  fifty  thousand  yen  in  a  thousand 
shares  of  50  yen  each,  that  sum  being  ap- 
portioned thus : — 

Security  Money    12,000  yen. 

Waiehonse  Capital   14,000  „ 

Cost  of  g.ound  and  building   ...     2,000  „ 

Cost  of  fm  nilute   I  .OOO  „ 

Business  Capital   20,000  „ 

The  promoters,  of  whom  there  are  75,  have 
applied  tor  a  ten  years'  charter.  In  the  cotton 
yarn  section  there  are  22  persons,  headed  by  Mr. 
Kimnra  Rivemon  ;  in  the  raw  cotton  section, 
26,  headed  by  Mr.  Takahashi  Sobei,  and  in  llie 
gold  articles  section,  27.  headed  by  Mr.  Walana- 
be  Teijiro.  Each  of  the  promoters  is  to  take 
50  shares,  and  each  of  the  supporters  20,  the 
remaining  500  being  offered  to  the  general  pub- 
lic. These  500  shares  were  offered  on  llie  8ih 
instant,  and  were  immediately  found  to  be  in 
great  demand,  tenders  being  received  at  IO  to 
20  per  cent,  above  the  face  value.  Considering 
the  immense  dividends  paid  by  Exchanges  in 
Japan,  these  offers  seem  small,  but  the  Jiyu, 
from  which  we  take  the  above  facts,  speaks  of 
them  with  enthusiasm. 


the  money,  plus  the  "  trouble  "  of  collecting  the 
return.  But  what  about  the  other  side  of  the 
story  ?  If  the  owner  had  not  renewed  the  in- 
surance, and  the  steamer  had  been  lost  say  a  day 
after  the  expiry  of  last  year's  policy,  he  would 
no  doubt  be  saved  the  "  trouble  "  of  collecting 
returnable  premium  ;  but  then  he  would  be  in 
for  the  much  greater  "  trouble  "  of  collecting 
^"70,000 — with  no underwriterstocolleclit  from. 
— So  far  as  the  Miowera  is  concerned  she  is 
probably  by  this  time  a  tight  and  sound  ship 


PRODUCTION  OF  SILVER  AND  GOLD  IN  IO< 

We  take  from  Bradslreet's : — 

The  production  of  silver  exceeded  that  of  gol'd 
during  the  calender  year  189-2,  the  production  of  silver 
having  been  valued  at  $  1 96,458.800  and  that  of  gold 
at  $138,861,000,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Direc 
tor  of  the  Mint.  On  the  other  hand,  according  to  the 
same  authority,  the  coinage  of  gold  exceeded  that  of 
silver,  the  gold  coinage  for  the  calender  year  being 
put  at  $167  917.337  and  that  of  silver  at  $143,096,239. 
1  he  value  of  the  coinage  executed  at  the  U»ited 
States  mints  during  the  fiscal  year  was;  Gold, 
$50038,140:  silver  dollars,  $5,343  7'5  ^subsidiary 
silver  coin.  $7,217,221  ;  minor  coin.  $1 ,086, 102  ;  total 
$41,685,178.  I  he  number  of  nieces  coined  was 
97,280.875.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  used  in 
t  he  United  States  in  industrial  arts  .luring  the  calender 
year  1892  is  es'i mated  to  have  been  :  Goh' ,  $16.91 6,4.  >8  ; 
silver,  $9,106,540.  I  he  value  of  the  gold  bars  furnished 
by  thr  mints  and  assay  offices  for  use  in  the  industrial 
arts  was  $8  716  27.  1'he  i.npoitS  of  gold  during  the 
year  were  $22,069,380.  Of  this  sum  $6074899  w.s 
United  Stales  gold  coin.  1  he  exports  of  gold  .luring 
the  year  were  : — Domestic  coin  and  bullion.  $102,  v\-J  - 
537;  foreign  coin  and  bullion,  $6,629,298;  total 
$.08,966,835  1  he  imports  of  silver  .'uring  the  year 
were  $34.^93  999-  1  ne  exports  were: — Domestic 
silver,  $24,625,409  foreign  silver,  $17,322,403  ;  total 
$41,947  812. 


THE  "  KORY'l   MARU  "  MISSING. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  reports  that  a  steamer,  named 
the  Koryo  Maru  (850  tons),  owned  by  Sugeno 
Denjiro,  of  Takata.  which  left  Otaru  on  the  23rd 
ult.  with  ten  passengers  and  a  cargo  of  nine 
hundred  tons  of  coal  for  Fushiki,  is  long  over- 
due. A  telegraphic  message  from  Otaru  to  the 
owner  of  the  steamer  reports  that  a  strong 
southerly  gale  ravaged  the  district  on  the  24th, 
and  continued  to  blow  until  the  26th.  The 
Koryo  is  supposed  to  have  been  overtaken  by 
the  gale  near  Okujiri-jima.  The  Koryo  was 
not  seen  by  any  of  the  coasting  steamers  after 
her  departure.  Her  owner  has  asked  the  Yoko- 
suka Admiralty  Station  to  despatch  a  man-of-war 
in  search  for  the  missing  vessel.  The  Musashi 
Kan  was  to  leave  Yokosuka  on  the  9th  at  8  a.m. 
for  this  purpose. 

A   POINT  ON    MARINE  INSURANCE. 

As  the  paper  was  going  to  press  last  week,  says 
Fairplay,  the  news  arrived  of  the  stranding  at 
Honolulu  of  the  Miowera,  the  pioneer  boat  of 
the  Canadian-Australian  Steamship  Company  in 
the  new  trade  recently  opened  between  Austra- 
lia and  Vancouver,  and  the  casualty  was  briefly 
notified.    The  steamer  was  valued  at  ,£70,000, 
and  insured  for  that  amount  direct  with  the 
Alliance  Marine  Company  at  £5  per  cent,  per 
annum.     The  Alliance  Company,  of  course, 
re-insured  most  of  this  sum,  retaining  on  the 
risk  its  full  line  for  first-class  business,  namely, 
A, 000.    The  policy  was  renewed  before  the 
news  of  the  casually  reached  this  country.  The 
insurance  was  placed  this  lime  with  other  under- 
writers (largely  at  Lloyd's),  and  at  a  half  per 
cent,  less  than  last  year,  say,  at  90s.  per  cent.  If 
a  total  loss  becomes  claimable  on  the  last  year's 
policy,  as  it  probably  will,  the  new  insurance 
will  not  attach,  and  the  premium  if  paid  will  of 
course  have  to  be  returned.  We  mention  this  for 
the  instruction  of  a  contemporary  which  seems 
to  be  rather  fogged  in  the  matter.    Our  con- 
temporary, in  trying  to  bring  itself  up  to  date 
 after    receiving   a   correction   from    a  cor- 
respondent— admits  that  if  the  steamer  becomes 
a  total  loss  on  last  year's  policy  the  renewal  pre- 
mium will  be  returnable,  but  points  out  that  in 
this  event  there  might  be  a  loss  of  interest  on 


FOOTBALL. 

At  last  the  approaching  interport  football  mate! 
with  Kobe  appears  to  be  attracting  the  attention 
of  local  players  and  arousing  their  dormant 
energies.  It  is  about  time,  especially  as  the 
Southern  men  have  been  busily  engaged  in 
practice  for  some  little  time.  On  Wednesday  a 
pick-up  game  was  played,  ten  aside,  on  the  Y.  C. 
and  A.  C.  ground,  the  teams  being  Captained  by 
Messrs.  Pearson  and  Lias  respectively.  There 
is  evidently  plenty  of  material  to  chose  a  good 
representative  eleven  from  in  Yokohama,  but 
Pearson  will  find  his  work  cut  out  to  lick 
them  into  decent  shape.  The  play  on  Wed 
nesday  brought  out  both  good  and  bad  points 
in  various  men  engaged,  and  it  would  be  pre- 
mature to  criticise  severely  upon  the  afternoon's 
showing.  Still  one  or  two  things  might  be  pro- 
fitably pointed  out  now.  Football  is  most  essen 
tially  a  game  for  combination — without  conbina 
lion  the  best  selected  team  will  go  to  the  wall— yet 
this  very  quality  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence 
on  Wednesday,  individualism  being  rampant. 
Brilliant  personal  play  will  always  win  kudos 
from  the  crowd,  but  the  captain  of  a  team  would 
much  rather  have  a  sure  and  steady  player,  one 
who  plays  well  in  combination  and  passes  judi- 
ciously and  freely  to  the  other  men,  than  an  erratic 
"star,"  whose  principal  feature  is  indepen- 
dency. The  game  on  Wednesday  resulted  in 
a  draw,  each  side  obtaining  a  goal,  Fardell 
and  Mair  being  the  scorers.  Another  match  is 
being  arranged  for  Saturday.  The  following 
were  the  teams: — Pearson's  side:  Goal,  Tale; 
backs,  "C.  W.  Arnould,  E.  R.  Morriss;  half- 
backs,' Hood,  H.  S  Goddard  ;  right  wing,  Mair, 
Libeaud  ;  centre,  P.  Morriss  ;  left  wing,  Pear- 
son, Conies.  Lias'  side  :  Goal,  Kenyon  ;  backs, 
Lias.  Fenton;  half-backs  Ince,  Hoff ;  forwards, 
A.  Cabeldu,  Sasaki,  Abbey,  W.  Goddard. 


near  Etaples,  France.  But  the  foreign  sub- 
jects were  all  pleasing  in  tone  and  feeling,  their 
colour  schemes  being  well-considered,  while 
the  technique  displayed  was  of  a  high  oider. 
The  study  No.  4,  "  Notre  Dame  by  Night,"  a 
Whistlerian  nocturne  in  sombre  shades,  is  a 
very  striking  example  of  Mr.  Brooke's  versa- 
tility, and  this  has  found  a  local  purchaser.  The 
Japanese  pieces  were  very  taking  in  their  fresh, 
breezy  brightness  butthe  wealth  of  colourin  some 
is,  if  anything,  a  little  too  generously  bestowed. 

THE  SUESTION  OF  THE   MOUNTED  ESCORT. 

The  inflammatory  writing  based  by  one  of  our 
local  contemporaries  on  the  already  discredited 
canard    of    the  Shin-Choya    newspaper— the 
canard  that  a  mounted  escort  had  been  pro- 
vided  for  the  Foreign  Representatives  when 
visiting   the  Palace  on  the   5th  instant — has 
produced   its    effect    in   Kobe.      One  of  the 
journals  of  that  port,  the  Kobe  Herald,  has  an 
article  on  the  subject,  not,  indeed,  endorsing 
by  any  means  the  hysterical   hyperbole  of  its 
Yokohama  confrere,  but  nevertheless  treating 
the  matter  seriously,  and   sapiently  conclud- 
ing that  "if    the    Government  is  weak  and 
incapable   of  withstanding   Mr.  Abei  and  his 
admiring  band,  it  is  either  weak  and  incapable 
for  a  purpose,  or  its  individual  members  have 
suddenly  undergone  a  most  remarkable  trans- 
formation."   We  do   not  know  winch  is  llie 
more  entertaining,  the  Yokohama  newspaper's 
inference   that   the   Cabinet   must   have  been 
terrified"  because  it  furnished  'an  escort  for 
ilie  Ministers,  or   the    Kobe    critic's  exceed- 
ingly wise  deduction  that  the  provision  of  an 
escort  was  a   wily  design  to   mislead  foieign 
Governments  as  to  the  dimensions  of  the  agita- 
tion for  Treaty  Revision.    One  would  imagine 
that  the  guarding  of  a  Minister  was  an  unheard 
of  thing  in  Western  countries,  and  thai  a  step  so 
extraordinary  justified  all  kinds  of  apprehen- 
sions and  suspicions.    But  in  point  of  fact  it  is 
an  every  day  occurrence.     Quite  recently  Mr. 
Gladstone  himself  had  a  police  escort  wherever 
he  went,  and  his  house  was  continually  watched 
by  constables,  yet  no  English  journalist  was  so 
silly  as  to  suggest  that  the  British  Cabinet  was 
"  terrified,"  or  that  the  Liberal  Government  had 
adopted  this  special  protective  measure  for  the 
purpose  of  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public.    No  sooner,  however,  do  the  Japanese 
Authorities  take  an  unusual  step  than  local 
wise-acres  shake  sagacious  heads  and  talk  with 
bated  breath  as  if  the  world  had  never  seen  any- 
thing of  the  kind  before. 


mr.  e.  w.  brooke's  studies  in  oil. 
A  private  view  of  some  twenty-three  studies  in 
oil,  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Brooke,  was  held  on  Thursday 
at  'his  residence,  No.  70,  Bluff,  and  will  be 
continued  to-day,  The  opportunity  of  seeing 
some  really  clever  painting  was  taken  full  ad- 
vantage of  by  the  artist's  many  friends,  and  warm 
encomiums  were  showered  upon  his  work  during 
the  day.  Some  of  the  pictures  exhibited  have  had 
the  honour  of  being  hung  in  the  Salon  at  Paris, 
and  this  success  is  undoubtedly  due  to  their 
high  merit.  One  of  the  choicest  pieces  for 
effrct,  to  our  way  of  thinking,  was  No.  3.  "  Early 
Moonlight  Scene,"  which  depicts  a  dainty  spot 


In  almost  every  community  there  are  light- 
headed people  whom  political  agitation  may  at 
any  time  drive  into  a  condition  of  almost  irre- 
sponsible mania.    Tsuda  Sanzo,  the  would-be 
assassin  of  the  Czarevitch,  was  such  a  person. 
Journalistic  writing  about  the  menacing  attitude 
of  Russia  and  the  unwisdom  of  trustful  relations 
with  her,  had  stirred  in  his  breast  the  insane 
phantasy  that  one  man's  right  arm  might  solve 
the  situation.    Japan,  we  believe,  is  specially 
likely  to  furnish  dangerous  fanatics  of  that  type 
because  of  the  hereditary  conviction  among  her 
people  thai  death,  voluntarily  encountered,  war- 
rants any  act.     We  should  not  be  in  the  least 
surprised  did  the  Government  think  it  advisable 
at  any  moment  to  adopt  exceptional  measures 
for  securing  the  safety  of  the  Foreign  Repre- 
sentatives during  this  season  of  political  agi- 
tation about  questions  of  foreign  policy,  neither 
should  we  dieam  of  drawing  any  large  infer- 
ences from  such  a  precaution.    One  or  two 
headstrong  soshi  might  easily  work  a  mischief 
most  injurious  to  the  country's  reputation,  and 
if  steps  were  taken  to  avert  any  such  contin- 
gency, it  would  be  worthy  of  the  feather-brained 
soshi  themselves  to  conclude  either  that  the 
Cabinet  was  "terrified"  or  that  it  harboured 
ihe  deep  design  of  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe  and  America. 

*  * 

However,  the  mounted  escort  was  all  a  myth, 
as  we  explained  from  the  outset.  But  how 
curious  is  the  perplexity  lhat  this  affair  has 
caused.  We  have  seen  what  its  effects  were  in 
Yokohama,  and  we  now  find  a  Kobe  journal, 
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hiving  in  the  first  place  sneered  at  the  sins  of 
omission  ami  commission  perpetrated  by  iis 
Yokohama  contemporaries,  proceeding,  in  the 
second,  to  declare,  with  regard  to  the  escort 
story  as  recounted  by  the  Japan  Gaietlt,  that 
"  nothing  had  been  said  to  this  effect  in  other 
Yokohama  journals,"  whereas,  in  point  of  fact 
the  story  hail  been  told,  with  an  emphatic  denial 
appended,  by  the  Japan  Mail  several  hours 
before  its  resuscitation  in  the  columns  of  the 
Gazette.  But  these  things  are  of  small  im- 
portance. 

PROM   BAD  TO  WORSE. 

Despitk  various  rumours  indicating  at  least  a 
state  of  considerable  restlessness,  the  House  of 
Peers  look  no  active  part  la-t  session  in  the 
burning  questions  between  the  Government  and 
tlie  House  of  Representatives,  Bui  if  we  may 
rely  on  information  published  by  the  Kokkai 
the  comparative  quiescence  of  the  Peers  will 
not  be  permanent.  Our  contemporary  alleges 
that  Princes  Konoye,  Nijo,  and  Shimazu,  have 
had  a  secret  meeting  with  the  leaders  of  the 
Domei  Club,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
latter,  have  arrived  at  a  decision  veiy  hostile 
to  the  Government.  The  explanation  whicl 
we  are  given  of  their  contention  is  very  vague, 
but  apparently  they  condemn  the  Government 
for  not  obtaining  fuller  information  about  the 
treaty-enforcement  movement,  before  making 
it  a  pretext  for  dissolving  the  House  of  Repre 
Seutatives.  Such  procedure,  they  declare,  so 
far  from  being  calculated  to  assert  the  policy  of 
progress  belonging  to  the  Meijt  era,  was  in 
jurious  to  it.  Hence  the  Domei  Club  in  the 
Lower  House,  and  these  great  nobles  in  the  Up 
per,  will  simultaneously  attack  the  Government 
next  session  on  the  subject  of  foreign  policy. 
» 

*  * 

The  Kokkai's  analysis  of  the  three  Princes 
purpose  does  not  seem  worthy  of  entire  con- 
fidence. It  may,  indeed,  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  bone  of  contention  between  the  Cabinet 
and  the  Opposition  will  be  foreign  policy  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Diet.  But  the  Peers  hav 
ahvavs  hitherto  maintained  an  attitude  of  proper 
reticence  towards  that  delicate  topic,  and  we 
can  not  easily  anticipate  an  alliance  for  practical 
parliamentary  purposes  between  Princes  Kono 
ye,  Shimazu.  and  Nijo,  and  Messrs.  Suzuki,  Ka- 
washima,  and  Kusumoto. 


COUNT  ITO  AND  COUNT  YAM  AG  AT  A   AT  OISO. 

The  Chu-o  Shimb  tin  publishes  an  account  of 
interviews  which  its  editor-in-chief,  Mr.  Ooka 
Ikuzo,  had  with  Count  Ito  and  Count  Yamagata 
at  Oiso.  On  the  evening  of  the  2nd  instant, 
Mr.  Ooka,  after  finishing  the  New  Year's  meet- 
ing of  his  party  at  the  Kogetsu  restaurant, 
Shimbashi,  went  down  to  Oiso  and  at  once 
visited  Count  Yamagata  at  his  villa.  The  Count 
was  engaged  in  a  game  of  go  with  Mr.  Mizuno, 
Chief  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
After  finishing  the  game,  he  turned  to  his  new 
visitor  and  said  : — 

"lam  told  that  you  are  now  advocating  anli 
foieigi.  opinions  under  the  disguise  of  the  so-called 
docti  ine  of  strict  enforcement  of  ti  eaties.  Is  it  your 
object  to  close  the  country  for  foreign  intercourse  P" 
Mr.  Ooka  had  much  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
treaty  enforcement ;  but  before  explaining  his 
position  on  that  question,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Count's  views  about  the  Memorial  which  he,  in 
his  capacity  of  President  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, had  presented  to  the  Emperor  on  the  subject 
of  official  discipline.  In  that  Memorial  the 
Privy  Council  admitted,  in  one  place,  relaxa- 
tion of  discipline  in  the  Departmeni  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce,  but  in  another  place  it 
declared  that  the  relaxation  of  discipline  in  that 
Department  was  a  tiifling  matter  for  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  introduce  any  change  in 
the  Ministers  of  State.  Was  it  not  contradic- 
tory? The  President  of  the  P  ivy  Council  is 
said  to  have  replied  as  follows  :  

"  ll  seems  that  not  a  few  persons  have  been 
puzzled  about  passages  in  the  Memorial  in  w|.jcj, 
H.-  Haxal.onnf  discipline  in  ||,e  N„sl,6-muslio  was 
Sl"lf'1  lo,)fJ  a  t.ifiing  matter.      Evidently  ,hey  have 

■  >"t  lead  the  dociimmi  will,  due  care.     Whs  , 

plainly  slated  in  it  lhai   the  .elaxaliou  of  official 


ige  of  policy  in  the 


discipline  in  that  Depailmenl  had  been  pioved 
by  the  facts  elicited  in  (lie  coinse  of  an  Open  nial 
in  a  CoiKl  of  lawP  The  Minister  ol  that  D<-pait 
menl  must  of  com  se  be  held  responsible  foi  such 
a  slate  of  affaiis.  But  the  Pi  ivy  Council  is  bound 
to  be  camions  and  considerate  in  iis  language 

toward   the    Emperor,  and  is   not   allowed  In  ill* 

dulge  in  the  unrestrained  comments  of  irrespom 
sihle  persons.  The  appointment  and  dismissal 
ol  Ministers  of  Stale  belong  to  the  prerogatives  of 
i he  Emperor:,  and  the  Piivy  Council  cannot  de- 
niaild  the  removal  of  any  of  litem.  Howevei,  the 
i>hjf-ci  of  ilie  memorial  in  .question  was  not  to 
advise  His  Majesty  to  retain  in  office  the  Minister 
of  Slate  for  Agriculture  and  Commerce." 

The  Count  then  went  on  to  explain  that  the 
Privy  Council's  meaning  in  advising  the  Em- 
peror not  to  remove  the  pillar  of  the  State  on  ac- 
count of  a  trifling  affair,  was  that  the  Minislei 
President  of  State  should  not  be  removed  on 
account  of  such  a  comparatively  small  matter, 
and  not  that  the  Minister  ol  Stale  for  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  office.  We  (Japan  Mail)  are  not  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  this  account  of  the  con- 
versation is  coirect  or  not.  If  it  is  trustworthy, 
as  it  appears  to  be,  then  the  expression  "any 
of  the  pillars  of  the  State"  in  our  translation  of 
the  document  ought  to  have  been  "  the  pillar 
of  the  State,"  since  it  refers  simply  to  the  Mini 
ster  President  of  State.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
the  mistake — if  it  is  a  mistake — has  been  made 
in  the  translation,  seeing  that  the  passage  has 
been  read  by  the  Japanese  public  in  the  sense  in 
which  we  rendered  it. 

* 

*  * 

On  the  following  morning,  Mr.  Ooka,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Mizuno,  called  on  Count  Ito,  who 
had  gone  down  to  Oiso  on  the  preceding  day 
with  his  family.  After  the  usual  salutations,  the 
Premier  asked  Mr.  Ooka  : — 

"  Will  t  hei  e  lie  a  chan 
tlonal  Unionist  Paity?' 

No,"  answeied  Mr.  Ooka,  "theie  may  bt 
some  changes  in  the  representatives  of  0111  paity 
in  the  new  Diet  ;  hut  as  lo  policy,  llteie  will  not  he 
the  slightest  change." 

"  Nol  even  with  tegard  lo  the  question  of  si  1  ict 
enfoicement  of  treaties?" 

Our    parly's  policy  on   thai   question  will,  if 
possible,  become  stronger  than  hetoie.  Nolhiiit 
could  he  mbie  incompi  ehensible  than  that  the  Go 
veinment  should  oppose  the  doctrine  of  strict  en 
fo. cement.  Ea.ly  last  year,  Mr.  Mutsu  caused  the 
Radical  Paity  lo  pass  an  Addiess  lo  the  Throne 
on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Revision.     Now  his  op 
ponents  ate  going  lo  pass  a   Repi esentat ion  on 
11  ict  enforcement,     His  jinrikisha  is  thus  pulled 
n  front  by  the   Radical  paity,  while  it  is  pushed 
torn  behind  by  the  National  Unionist  paily.  No 
position  could  be  mote  advantageous  to  the  G 
vet  n  men  I ." 

The  Minister  President  of  State  brok 
laugh  and  said  : — 

If  would  be  right  if  (he  ato  oshi  wete  bent 
upon  luiirying  the  jinrikisha,  but  what  if  |,e 
meant  10  throw  down  llie  1  idet  P" 

Mr.  Ooka  then  proceeded  to  remark  that  the 
object  of  himself  and  his  fellow-thinkers  in 
advocating  the  doctrine  of  treaty  enforcement, 
was  to  ascertain  whether  the  present  Cabinet 
had  the  power  to  guard  the  national  rights  of  the 
country  after  revision  of  the  treaties,  and  that 
they  further  had  an  eye  to  stimulating  the 
self-respect  and  patriotism  of  their  countrymen. 
Count  Ito  replied  as  follows  : — 

"You  and  your  fellow-lhinkei  s  know   how  to 
advance  arguments   which   at  fit  si  sight  appear 
plausible  enough.     But   you  do  not  seem  to  pay 
attention  to  the  actual   slate  of  affairs.  Among 
he  suppoiters  of  llie  doctiine  of  sti  ict  enfoicement 
here  may  be  men  of  enlightened    views,  but  it 
must  not  be  foigotten  thai  theieate  many  who  a.  e 
are  al  hea.  t  opposed  lo  the  opening  of  the  COunli  y 
to.   Mixed  Residence.     It  may  even  be  slated  that 
he  p.inctpal   stronghold  of  the  pi  esen  I  agitation 
s  in  a  class  of  ultia-consei  vatives,  who  are  imbued 
with  something  of  the  old  an  ti-foi  eig.i  spirit.  Under 
uchcncilinsiauces,  the  only  result  of  the  movement 
will  be  lo  le.viye  the  jdi  spui,  ()f  p,  e-Reslo.  ation 
ays.      Hie  Government  is  nol  afraid  of  the  argn 
nents  of  intelligent  men,   |„lt  consideration  must 

^       d  lo  the  ,  late   aiid    far-teaching  o.nse 

quences  of  live  movement.'' 

The  Count  is  said  to  have  gone  on  to  allude  to  the 
probable  consequences  of  the  movement  upon 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  country  and  upon  the 


we  into  a 


feelings  of  foreign  nations  toward  Japan.  After 
further  remark*  on  some  delicate  diplomatic 
topics,  the  Premier  is  reported  lo  have  sternly 
declared  as  follows  :  — 

"  No  dotlbl  you  have  leason  for  your  conduct. 
But  you  ought  lo  know  that  at  llie  time  of  the  Re- 
situation  the  [impel  or  solemnly  adopted  the  pro- 
gtessive  policy  of  opening  the  counlr  y,  and  that 
that  policy  has  been  put  tiled  by  His  Majesty's 
(iover  nineiil  to  the  Utmost  of  its  capacity,  h  is 
out  in  ten  I  ion  not  lo  allow  lire  slightest  Inter  feience 
with  this  gieat  policy  of  the  Empire." 
The  conversation  then  turned  on  the  subject 
of  the  Cabinet's  relations  with  political  parlies, 
and  the  Count  is  said  to  have  expressed  his  ideas 
as  to  the  amendment  of  the  Law  of  Election. 
The  account  of  the  Count's  remaiks  on  these 
subjects  is  reserved  for  another  opportunity. 

THK   MATSUDA1RA  AFFAIR. 

Further  particulars  are  published  about  the 
extraordinary  abduction  case  of  Viscount  Matsu- 
daira,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made 
more  than  once  in  these  columns.    It  appears 
(hat  after  carrying  off  the  Viscount  from  the 
Shimabara  spa  on  a  plea  of  reorganizing  bis 
household  affairs,  more  than  sixty  of  his  retainers 
took  charge  of  his  person,  seven  or  eight  being 
constantly  on  guard.    Access  to  the  prisoner 
was  denied  to  all  comers,  and  a  complete  check 
was  imposed  upon  bis  freedom  of  correspond- 
ence.   Thus  closely  confined  and  shut  off  from 
the  outer  world,  the  Viscount  was  required  to 
consent  to  the  changes  proposed  by  his  captors. 
Having  no  choice,  he  agreed  to  their  demands, 
and  gave  them  a  letter  empowering  them  to  carry 
out,  in  his  name,  all  the  reforms  contemplated 
by  them.    Armed  with  this  letter,  eight  of  them 
proceeded  to  Tokyo,  and  repairing  to  the  re- 
sidence of  the  Viscount's  son,  informed  him 
that  they  came  under  his  father's  authority  to 
make  certain  changes  in  his  household.  As 
for  the  letter,  however,  though  it  was  addressed 
to  the  Viscount's  son,  they  declined  to  deliver 
it  to  him  except  in  the  presence  of  the  principal 
relatives  of  the  family.    Against  this  singular 
decision  Marquis  Tokugawa,  of  Mito,  and  Mar- 
quis Ikeda,  near  relatives  of  the  Viscount,  pro- 
tested, and  Viscount  Matsudaira  himself  tele- 
graphed from  Shimabara  instructing  the  holders 
of  the  letter  to  deliver  it,  but  they  obstinately 
refused  to  do  so.    Finally  the  young  Viscount, 
Tadatake,  decided  to  submit  the  case  to  a  court 
of  law,  and  on  the  6th  instant  he  instituted  a 
suit,  through  his  counsel,    Messrs.  Tsunoda 
Shimpei  and  Misaki  Kamenosuke,  against  the 
eight  retainers  who  possessed  the  letter,  charg- 
ing them  with  illegally  detaining  his  father.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  accused,  the 
proceedings  were  conducted  in  the  most  secret 
manner,  not  even  the  members  of  the  Viscount's 
family  being  informed  of  what  was  in  hand. 
The  eight  retainers,  however,  managed  to  ob- 
tain news  of  the  threatened  storm,  and  on  the 
very  next  day  after  the  suit  had  been  brought, 
they  took  their  departure  by  train  from  Tokyo, 
effectually  concealing  their  destination.    It  is  a 
a  strange  affair,   and   probably   its  strangest 
features  are  not  known  to  the  public. 

THE   ADMINISTRATION  AND  THE  ELECTIONS. 

Naturally  various  constructions  have  been 
placed  on  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
summoning  the  chief  local  officials  to  the  capi- 
tal for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  directions 
about  the  impending  elections.  Those  whose 
metier  is  lo  slander  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
do  not  hesitate  to  allege  that  these  officials  are 
to  be  secretly  instructed  to  employ  all  their 
strength  in  the  cause  of  pro-Government 
candidates,  and  that  a  species  of  intimidation 
more  adroit  but  not  less  cogent  than  that  said 
to  have  been  resorted  to  in  1892,  will  be  em- 
ployed next  month.  Nobody  can  sincerely 
believe  anything  of  the  kind  about  the  Ito 
Cabinet.  If  the  country  can  reasonably  hope 
to  enjoy  immunity  from  such  abuses  under 
any  statesmen,  it  is  under  the  statesmen  now 
in  power.  The  News  Agency  reports  that 
object  of  summoning  the  officials  to 
Tokyo  is  to  instruct  them  with  reference  to 
the  strict  preservation  of  public  peace  and 
good  order  during  the  impending  struggle,  and 
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to  impress  upon  them  the  absolute  necessity  of 
securing  electoral  freedom  by  preventing  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  intimidation  or  corrupt 
practices.  The  Minister  of  Slate  for  Home 
Affairs  will  instruct  the  Local  Governors  and 
Chiefs  of  Police  in  the  above  sense;  the  Mini- 
ster of  Slate  for  Justice  will  do  the  same  by  the 
fudges  and  Public  Procurators,  and  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  War  will  issue  orders  to  the 
Captains  of  Gendarmerie 


NURSERY  POLITICS. 

Japanese  politicians  sometimes  show  a  spirit  of 
Playfulness  that  makes  us  doubt  whether  they 
are  ever  to  be  taken  quite  seriously.    Take,  for 
example,  Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku.     He  is  a 
Radical  of  note  and  has  often  played  a  pro- 
minent part  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
During  the  last  general  elections  he  allowed 
himself  to  be  betrayed,  in  the  course  of  a  speech 
at  the  hustings,  into  language  so  violent  that 
the  police  arrested  him  and  instituted  a  pro- 
secution for  defamation  of  officials.    Of  course 
Mr  Nakamura  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  out 
on  bail.    By  paying  a  sum  of  ten  yen  into  Court 
he  obtained  his  freedom,  and  the  Judges  sub- 
sequently decided  that  there  was  no  case  against 
him   The  ten  yen  deposited  by  way  of  bail  ought 
then  to  have  been  claimed  by  him,  but  pressure 
of  business  or  some  other  reason  perhaps  equally 
insufficient  made  him  neglect  to  apply  for  the 
money,  and  it  lay  unemployed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Court  officials.  The  other  day,  however,  he 
received  a  communication  from  the  Court,  re- 
minding him  that  the  sum  of  ten  yen  was  held 
to  his  credit,  and  that  application  should  be 
made  for  its  restitution.    Mr.  Nakamura's  reply 
was  that  being  on  the  eve  of  appearing  once 
more  at  the  polls,  he  thought  it  not  unlikely  that 
his  language  might  again  involve  him  in  trouble, 
and  he  therefore  begged  the  Court  to  retain  the 
ten  yen  so  that  bail  for  his  release  if  re-arrested 
might  be  always  on  hand.     Mr.  Nakamura 
Yaroku  ought  to  be  presented  with  a  rattle  and 
a  tooth-cutter.    He  is  a  refreshing  politician 

THE  TOKYO  POSTAL  SERVICE. 

A.  coMPLArNT  is  preferred  by  the  Shogyo  Mimpo 
about  postal  irregularities.    Frank  admission 
is  made  of  the  difficulties  that  the  Post  Office 
Authorities  must  experience  owing  to  the  Diets 
refusal,  year  after  year,  to  grant  any  additional 
funds    on    account   of    increased   postal  ex- 
penditure, but  our  contemporary  nevertheless 
holds  that  the  service  might  be  much  better 
performed  than  it  is.    An  example  is  given.  A 
friend  of  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Shogyo  dropped 
a  letter  into  a  pillar  box  in  Ginza,  Tokyo,  at 
8  p.m.  on  the  4th  instant.     It  was  addressed  to 
a  person  residing  in  Takanawa,  a  suburb  of  the 
same  city,  yet  it  was  not  delivered  until  26  hours 
after  the  time  of  mailing.  Considering  thatletters 
to  citizens  in  the  ward  of  posting  are  generally 
deliveied  within  an  hour.and  a  letter  to  adifferent 
ward,  within  three  hours,  a  delay  of  more  than 
a  day  and  a  night  is  quite  inexcusable.     It  is 
evident  that  the  Post  Office  is  compelled  to 
employ  inconvenient  economy,  for  although  the 
number  of  letters  posted  in  the  capilal  during 
the  first  few  days  of  the  present  year  greatly  ex- 
ceeded the  number  posted  on  the  same  days  last 
year,  the  assistants  usually  procured  for  purposes 
of  special  deliveiy  at  that  season,  had  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  ihisyear.  Still  Hie  delay  recoided  by 
the  Shogyo  Shimpo  is  too  great  to  be  condoned. 
*  *  * 

We  must  confess  that  our  own  experience  of 
the  transmission  of  letters  between  Tokyo  and 
Yokohama  is  not  re-assuring  I  bis  very  day 
of  writing,  a  letter  addressed  to  Yokohama  and 
posted  in  Tokyo  at  11  a.m.  did  not  reach  its 
de-aination  till  the  following  morning.  I  hat 
rate  of  progress  is  not  particularly  slow  as  tlnnus 
go  in  Tokyo,  but  it  is  far  too  slow  for  any  well- 
organized  postal  service.  ^ 

THE  DERIVATION  OF  THE  WORD  "  HEARSE." 

The  origin  of  a  word  is  frequently  very  remote 
from  the  sense  now  attaching  to  it.  "  Hearse 
is  a  remarkable  example.  It  comes  from 
Hirpex,  a  kind  of  rake  or  harrow,  the  exact 
shape  of  which  is  not  at  present  known.  "  The 
first  ecclesiastical  use  of  the  word  hearse,"  we 


read  in  the  American  Catholic  Quarterly  Re- 
view, "  is  probably  due  to  France.    It  signifies 
a  triangular  frame  of  wood,  which  was  suspend- 
ed by  a  cord  from  the  roof  of  the  Church.  It 
seems  to  have  been  in  the  form  of  a  harrow,  but 
at  the  points  where  the  bars  crossed  each  other, 
there  were  sockets,  in  which  to  insert  candles. 
These  hearses  soon  gave  way,  except,  perhaps, 
in  very  poor  churches,  to  chandeliers  of  metal  ; 
but  the  hearse  changed  only  its  position.    It  was 
taken  down  from  above  head,  and  mounted  on 
a  stand  or  post,  and  used  in  the  service  of 
Tenebrae.    When    the    people    had    got  ac- 
customed to  connect  the  word,  hearse,  with  a 
frame  for  holding  candles,  it  was  but  a  very 
short  step  to  the  next  meaning.    When  England 
was  Catholic,    at  all  funerals  the  body  was 
carried  into  the  Church  and  was  placed  near,  or 
at  least,  in  sight  of  the  altar.    Over  the  body  a 
light  frame  of  wood-work  was  placed,  on  which 
the  pall  was  supported.    To  these  frames,  the 
word  hearse,  soon  became  applied.    It  is  note 
worthy,  that  in  the  contract  for  making  the 
hearse  for  Richard,  Earl  of  Warwick,    it  is 
spoken  of  as  a  hearse,  showing  that  before  the 
middle  of  the  Fifteenth  Century,  hearse  had  be- 
come the  recognized  term  for  these  objects. 
The  next  departure  was  to    apply  the  word, 
hearse,  to  a  temporary  canopy  of  timber  deco- 
rated with  a  profusion  of  tapers,  and  draped 
with  hangings  and  religious  and  heraldic  ban- 
ners, which  were  placed  over  the  body  during 
the  'funeral  rites.    When  a  body  had  to  be 
carried  a  long  distance,  it  was  the  custom  to 
erect  a  hearse   of  this  kind  in  every  church 
wherein  it  rested  for  the  night.    That  stationary 
hearses  were  in  use  at  the  funerals  of  the  gentry 
as  late  as  168 1,  is  proved  by  a  sermon  preached 
that  year  by  a  minister  of    the  Established 
Church  at  the  burial  of  Sir  Alan  Broderick. 
The  funeral-car  originally  differed  but  little  from 
these  stationary  hearses,  ^except  that  it  was  on 
wheels,  and  was  smaller." 
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him  that  "  he  could  not  be  a  very  good  character 
to  know  so  many  of  the  middle  andlower  classes, 
and  for  this  he  would  give  him  a  slight  reminder 
to  keep  more  to  his  own  affairs  by  laying  200 
blows  on  the  calves  of  his  legs."  No  one  of 
the  many  people  present  dared  to  say  a  word 
on  the  young  man's  behalf,  and  he  received  the 
200  blows  of  the  bamboo  for  nothing  at  all. 
The  case  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
American  Consul  at  Ningpo,  who,  continues 
the  despatch,  immediately  asked  for  explana- 
tions from  the  Ningpo  Taotai.  The  latter  has 
promised  to  examine  the  matter  and  give  proper 
satisfaction  if  necessary. 


THE  FIRST  BLOODSHED  IN  THE  ELECTION. 

We  regret  to  say  that  the  first  deed  of  violence 
connected  with  the  approaching  elections  has 
to  be  placed  to  the  discredit  of  the  J  <yu  to  A 
.elegram  despatched  by  the  local  Chief  of 
Police  from  Utsunomiya  at  4-4 1  on  the  lOih 
inst.  says  that  the  struggle  between  the  rival 
candidates  Messrs.  Hoshi  Toru  and  Yokobon 
Sanshi  has  created  so  much  excitement  that  one 
of  the  partisans  of  the  latter  has  been  cut  down 
by  a  supporter  of  the  former.  The  message 
does  not  say  whether  the  injury  is  fatal  Mr. 
Yokobori  is  a  manager  of  the  Dai  Nippon 
Kyokai  which  association,  as  our  readers  should 
be  well  aware,  has  its  raison  d'etre  in  opposi- 
tion to  Mixed  Residence.  Mr.  Hoshi  Torn,  on 
the  contrary,  is  the  recognized  leader  of  pro- 
gressive ideas  in  Japan.  It  has  therefore  been 
expected  from  the  first  that  the  contest  between 
the  two  would  deveiope  exceptionally  acute 
phases.  It  is  none  the  less  a  pity  that  the 
fiyu  to  should  have  allowed  themselves  to  be 
betrayed  in  the  first  recourse  to  rowdiness 

K  TOO-EXTENDED  CI  RLE   OF  ACQUAINTANCES. 

Native  advices  from  Ningpo  to  the  N.-C.  Daily 
News,  relate  the  alleged  unwarrantable  conduct 
of  the  district  magistrate  of  Yuyao  (Shaosh.ng) 
who  gave  a  young  native  doctor  belonging  to 
,he  American  Mission  in  that  city,  200  blows  o 
the   bamboo   in   the   streets  on   the    16th  ot 
December.    It  seemed  that  a  robbery  had  been 
committed   in    a   silk-thread   shop    the  night 
before/and  the  city  magistrate,  Chow  P.ng-l.n 
came  to  investigate  and  examine  the  scene  of 
die  robbery.    Of  course  a  large  crowd  collected 
at  the  door  of  the  shop  on  the  occasion,  and 
among  the  lookers-on  was   this  young  native 
Christian.    Naturally  his  profession,  which  is 
also  considered  in  China  an  honourable  one 
had  given  him  the  chance  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances,  many  of  whom  were  present 
and  who  of  course  greeted  him   m  a  cord.a 
manner,  bowing   and  saluting  in  a   way  that 
raised  the  suspicions  of  the  district  magistrate 
who  considered  this  popularity  a  bad  sign  (or 
so  young  a  man.    So  without  more  ado  he 
called  the  young  doctor  to  his  sedan-chair,  told 


THE  TRUTH   AT  LAST. 

The  true  cause  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet 
has  been  discovered  by  a  seer  who  communi- 
cated his  ideas  but  not  his  name  to  the  Shin 
Choya  Shimbun.  It  appears  that  Count  Ito 
shortly  before  the  New  Year  purchased  from  a 
curio  dealer  a  screen  on  which  is  painted  a 
persimmon  tree  furnishing  a  perch  for  some 
crows  pecking  at  the  fruit.  In  view  of  the 
indisputable  fact  that  fruit  must  fall  at  some 
time  or  other,  especially  if  assisted  by  birds,  the 
ingenious  interpreter  asserts  that  the  Premier, 
while  looking  at  the  picture,  was  inspired  with 
the  novel  idea  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Diet, 
which,  in  fact,  occurred  shortly  after  his  pur- 
chase of  the  screen.  This  matter  should  be 
inquired  into  next  session,  if  it  be  the  fact  that 
the  Count  actually  compared  the  Diet  to  crows, 
even  in  thought. 

ARREST   OF  A  DEPORTEE. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  last  Mr.  W.  G.  Lake  was 
arrested  by  the  U.S.  Marshal,  on  a  warrant 
issued  by  the  Consul,  and  is  now  imprisoned  in 
the  Japanese  jail  at  Shin-Daiku-machi.  The 
reason  for  Mr.  Lake's  arrest  was  the  fact  of  his 
refusing  to  leave  the  country  when  called  upon 
to  do  so.  As  our  readers  are  aware  Mr.  Lake  was 
deported  from  Japan  some  twenty-three  years 
ago,  at  the  instance  of  the  Japanese  Government. 
Since  then  he  has  returned  on  two  occasions, 
once  some  fifteen   years  ago,  and  again  last 
summer.    We   have   no    recollection    of  any 
trouble  in  connection  with  his  first  visit;  but 
shortly  after  his  ai rival  here  the  second  time  he 
had  occasion  to  bring  a  case  into  the  Con- 
sulate.   In  delivering  judgment  the  judge  of 
the  Court,  under  instructions  from  the  Consul- 
General  in  Yokohama,  officially  notified  him 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  no  right  in  Japan,  and 
must  make  immediate  preparations  for  leaving. 
Eventually,  by  arrangement  with  the  Local  Go- 
vernment, he  was  allowed  until  the  end  of  last 
year  to  settle  up  his  affairs.    Within  the  past 
few  weeks  several  civil  suits  have  been  institut- 
ed against  him,  judgment  in  which  had  to  be 
given  by  default,  as  he  persistently  refused  to 
recognise  the  authority  of  the  Consul.  Pre- 
vious to  being  arrested,  he  was  given  the  option 
of  taking  passage  either  to  San  Francisco  in  the 
China  or  to  Shanghai  in  the  Saikio  Maru,  but 
positively  refused   both  offers.    He  will  now 
have  to  remain  in  jail  pending  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Peru,  on  the  17th  inst.,  by  which  vessel 
he  will  be  sent  to  San  Francisco.    His  business 
as  a  compradore  and  storekeeper,  which  during 
his  absence  was  managed  by  his  brother,  Mr.  E. 
Lake,  is  closed,  and  the  premises  and  property 
have  been  taken  charge  of  by  the  Consulate.— • 
Nagasaki  Express.   


THE   DISPUTE   IN  THE  SODO  SECT, 

This  dispute,  to  which  we  referred  a  few  weeks 
ago,  is  by  no  uWans  settled.  The  Head  Priest 
of  the  Noto  Centre  has  been  asked  indirectly 
by  the  Home  Office  to  resign,  as  being  the  of- 
fending party,  and  he  has  quietly  done  so, 
retiring  to  his  home  in  Shinano.  But  his 
subordinates  have  proved  to  be  more  intractable. 
They  have  not  only  refused  to  hand  over  to  the 
new  Head  Priest,  who  is  also  Head  Priest  of 
Echizen,  the  management  of  the  Nolo  Centre, 
but  have  also  kept  in  their  own  hands  the 
control  of  the  Branch  office  of  their  sect  in 
Shiba  Park,  Tokyo.  Nothing  has  yet  been  heard 
from  the  party  of  priests  who  were  despatched 
to  Noto  to  negotiate  the  transfer  of  that  diocese  ; 
and  several  influential  priests  of  the  old  regime 
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have  instituted  legal  proceedings  against  the 
Ecclesiastical  Bureau  of  the  So. 16  sect,  and  also 
against  the  Bishop  of  Kchizen  lot  intruding  into 
the  affairs  ot  the  Nolo  jurisdiction.  The  Kc- 
desl  istical  Bureau  of  the  Home  Office,  how- 
ever, intend  to  carry  out  tl>>  ir  arrangements 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  ihe 
law,  and  to  punish  the  offenders  it  they  are 
found  guilty  ot  illegally  refusing  to  surrender 
their  trusts.  The  ahove  is  taken  trom  the  Jiji 
Shimpo, 

America's  fight  por  commercial  suprkmacy 
Mr.  J.  A.  Proctor  writing  in  the  Forum  for 
November,  gives  a  most  interesting  account  ot 
America's  commercial  prospects  as  a  rival  of 
Great  Britain,  The  essay  has  been  condensed 
for  a  home  journal  from  which  we  reproduce 
it  :— 

Of  all  the  coal  mind  in  the  world,  from  the  begin- 
ning uf  this  cenmiy  to  the  present  time,  Gre.it  Biit.on 
his  produced  quite  one-half.  In  1891.  she  mined 
thirty  six  percent,  of  tht-  world's  pr  oluct,  while  the 
United  St  .tes  produced  thirty-three  per  cent.  This 
country  is  increasing  its  output  of  coal  *t  t  he  rate  of 
ten  percent,  per  annuo,  while  I  he  increase  in  Great 
Britain  is  less  than  two  per  cent.  The  cost  of  coal  is  in- 
Creasing  in  Great  Britain  and  decreasing  in  this  coun- 
try. England  exports  thirty-one  per  cent,  of  her  total 
product  of  coal,  while  this  country  exports  less  than 
one  per  cent  of  its  product. 

Great  Britain  has  for  many  years  led  all  other  coun- 
tries in  pig  iron,  until  of  late  years,  more  than  one-half 
of  all  the  pig-iron  producing  made  in  the  world 
Great  Britain  reached  her  maximum  of  output  in  1882, 
and  this  country  has  doubled  its  production  since  th  t 
time,  now  producing  more  steel  and  iron  than  its 
competitor.  In  1867,  Great  Britain  produce.!  fifty-two 
per  cent,  of  all  the  iron  made  in  the  world,  and  the 
United  States  produced  only  fourteen  per  cent.  In 
1 89 1 ,  the  United  states  turned  out  thirty-four  per 
cent.,  and  Great  Britain  only  thirty  per  cent,  of  the 
world's  product.  England  will  probably  for  a  long 
time  retain  her  hold  upon  the  textile  industy,  which 
now  furnishes  about  one-half  the  total  value  of  her 
exports,  notwithstanding  that  the  principal  fibres 
cotion,  wool,  and  jute,  must  be  imported  from  distant 
lands.  Great  Britain  h  is  now  about  one-hnlf  of  all  the 
cotton  spindles  in  the  world,  while  the  United  States 
has  only  one-sixth,  and  these  two  countr  es  show 
about  the  same  rate  of  increase  in  this  industry  for 
the  last  ten  years,  As  this  country  now  produces  eighty 
per  cent,  of  all  the  cotton  grown  in  the  world,  and  has 
cheaper  power,  and  as  it  is  estimated  that  the  cosi  for 
labour  per  yard  of  product  is  less  in  this  country  than 
in  Great  Britain,  it  is  evident  that,  with  a  change  in 
our  foreign  commercial  policy,  and  with  the  improve- 
ment in  our  shipping  and  trade  facilities  incident 
thereto,  we  shall  compete  with  that  country  in  supply- 
ing the  world's  growing  demands  for  machine-made 
cotton. fabrics.  The  capacity  of  the  Southern  Stites 
for  cotton-production  is  equal  to  any  demands  that 
the  woild  may  make.  The  production  increased  from 
three  million  bales  in  1870  to  nine  million  bales  in 
1890  ;  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  these  States  for  the  same  time.  The  produc- 
tion of  raw  cotton  is  not  increas  ng  elsewhere. 

The  production  of  grain  in  this  country  is  increasing 
more  than  twice  as  fast  as  the  increase  in  population. 
We  already  produce  breadstuffs  enough  10  feed  nearly 
double  our  population,  with  only  a  small  fraction  of 
our  arable  lands  in  cultivation.  Hitherto,  the  capa- 
city for  consumption  in  this  country  has  kept  ahead  of 
our  manufacturing  capacity,  because  half  a  million 
immigrants  have  come  to  our  shore*,  and  settled  upon 
our  unoccupied  lands,  and  have  been  for  a  time  con- 
sumers and  nut  producers.  But  a  change  has  come. 
We  cannot  expect  the  s-one  stream  of  immigration 
Factories  spring  up  in  the  South  and  West  to  com- 
pete with  those  in  the  older  States,  and  the  true 
has  arrived  when  we  must  look  abroad  formatkets 
for  the  surplus  products  of  the  inventive  and  industrious 
people  who  have  occupied  this  land.  I  hesr  people 
liave  at  last  realized  the  folly  of  Protection,  and  have 
demanded,  with  no  uncertain  voice,  that  the  lariff  be 
placed  on  a  strictly-revenue  basis.  They  will  prob- 
ably soon  learn  that  ihe  interests  of  the  manufacturer 
as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  entire  people  will  be  best 
served  by  a  policy  steadily  advancing  to  absolute 
freedom  of  exchange. 

I  he  reduction  of  our  Tariff  unaccompanied  by  cor 
responding  measures  to  promote  our  foreign  com- 
merce, may,  because  of  the  rapidly-increasing  produc- 
tive capacity  of  this  Nation,  produce  congestion,  uid, 
at  least,  temporary  disaster.  Our  principal  rival  has 
cert  . in  advantages,  not  easily  to  be  overcon  e  ;  her 
long  established  traite-telations  with  all  parts  of  the 
World  ;  her  trained  and  efficient  Consular  service  ;  her 
national  Board  of  Trade,  working  in  harmony  with 
local  boards  and  with  her  Consular  service  and  foreign 
merchants  ;  her  stable  ..nd  consistent  financial  policy  ; 
her  great  superiority  in  merchant  marine  The  fact 
that  Liverpool  is  nearer,  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  to  all 
parts  of  the  Pacific  than  Mew  ork  is,  and  also  the 
use  of  the  Suez  Canal,  give  England  control  of  the 
commerce  of  Asia.    Of  the  12,217,986  tons  of  freight 


passing  t  hroiigh  the  Canal  in  1891  ,  more  than  seventy, 
seven  per  cent,  was  in  linglish  vessels 

What  can  we  do  to  equ  .lize  the  above-enumerated 
advantages  possessed  by  our  commercial  rival  V  The 
construction  of  a  ship  canal  uniting  the  Atlantic  anil 
Pacific  Oceans,  would  place  New  York  2,740  miles, 
and  New  Oilcans,  .1,480  miles  nearer  the  ports  of  the 
Pacific  than  Liverpool,  they  would  also  be  nearer  to 
Sydney,  Auckland,  and  Yokohama  The  cost  of  this 
work,  the  Completion  bf  which  would  make  this  COUtl 
try  the  workshop  and  dealing  house  of  the  world, 
would  be  less  than  ihe  amount  wo  spend  annually  for 
pensions,  some  of  which  is  expended  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  sap  the  manhood  of  our  people.  I  he 
people  of  this  country  are  opposed  to  E  gland's  poli  y 
.■f  libei  <l  subsidies  to  her  ocean  steamers — a  policy 
which  has  materially  aided  in  building  up  her  wonder- 
ful merchant  In  a  r  hue  Yet  might  not  the  same  end 
lie  reached  more  effectively  by  stipulating  that,  should 
the  Government  give  aid  to  a  ship. canal,  this  aid 
should  carry  the  condition,  that  all  ships  built  it  this 
country,  and  agreeing  to  form  part  of  our  Naval 
Reseive,  should  pass  through  the  canal  free  of  toll  ? 
I  bis  would  not  only  stimulate  shipbuilding  in  this 
Country,  but  would  give  to  our  ships  a  great  advan- 
tage  in  (lie  carrying  trade  of  I  lie  Pacific 

When  all  these  things  h  .ve  been  done,  and  the 
fetters  of  our  restrictive  laiiff  Laws  removed,  we 
shall  enter  the  contest  for  industrial  and  commercial 
supremacy  with  the  conditions  greatly  in  our  favour, 


CHINESE  SILVER  WARE. 

The  late  Ametican  Consul  atAmoy,  in  a  recent 
trade  report,  writes  as  follows  about  Chinese 
Silver  ware  : — 

"Silver  is  to  the  Orient  what  gold  is  to  the  West.  To 
the  artisu  the  scholar,  and  the  collector  it  is  the  hing  of  all 
the  precious  metals.  Its  popularity  is  not  due  to  its 
cheapness.  Jade,  which  rivals  silver  in  public  esteem  is 
much  more  expensive  than  gold.  There  may  be  another 
reason  for  the  small  use  of  sold  as  an  ornament  by  the 
Chinese.  In  designation  of  rank  and  title  a  gold  button 
stands  at  nearly  the  bottom  of  the  list.  Then,  on  the  other 
han.i,  golden  yellow  is  the  Imperial  colour,  and  none  but 
those  around  the  Son  of  Heaven  are  allowed  to  use  it  for 
weaiing  and  other  purposes  "  ^ilver  jewelry  and  curios 
in  China  are  universal ;  the  poorest  coolie's  wife  has  usu- 
ally silver  bracelets  and  ea  -iinvs  In  curios  and  bric-a- 
brac  the  number  of  silver  articles  is  region.  The  greatest 
manufacturing  centre  is  Canton,  but  Amoy,  Koochow, 
Nanking,  and  Peking  possess  artists  and  guilds  whose 
workmanship  is  famous  all  over  the  Empire.  <  ne  class 
of  designs  consists  of  miniature  1  eproductions  of  features 
of  daily  life  and  is  adopted  for  ear-iings  and  watch 
charms.  Among  the  most  familiar  objects  are  the  pagoda, 
sampan  (or  native  boat),  junk,  the  sedan  chair,  the  small- 
footed  lady's  shoe,  the  Goddess  of  Meicy,  the  Celestial 
I'oodle,  the  King  of  the  fishes,  the  sitting  Buddha,  the 
di  agon,  the  flying  serpent,  the  begging  priest,  tiger,  lion, 
horse,  pi«,  buffalo,  elephant  turtle,  monkey,  cat,  and  dog 
The  largest  does  not  exceed  two  inches  in  length,  and 
they  diminish  to  dainty  little  objects  no  larger  than  a 
grain  of  corn.  Ihe  work  and  finish  are  admirable,  the 
feat  ures  and  hair  of  the  human  being  and  nimals  and  the 
scales  of  the  fish  and  crocodiles  being  reproduced  with  the 
highest  care  and  skill.  Another  class  consists  of  imitation 
cordate  The  metal  is  solid,  but  the  surface  is  so  cleverly 
wrought  out  that  at  first  "sight  each  piece  seems  a  rope, 
coid,  or  braid.  _  Some  are  as  fine  as  sewing  silk,  while 
otheis  are  as  thick  as  clothes-lines.  The  silver  is  alloyed 
with  a  small  percentage  of  copper  to  increase  its  hardness 
and  to  allow  the  fine  carving  and  engraving  impossible  in 
the  softer  substance  of  pure  silver  These  silver  cords  are 
used  for  bracelets,  anklets  necklaces,  belts,  sword  hangings, 
and  horses'  harness  I  hough  stiff  they  are  not  rigid,  and 
can  be  bent  in  every  di.ection.  A  third  class  comprises 
household  ornaments,  such  as  matchboxes,  ash  cups,  joss- 
stics,  bowls,  sandalwoad  urns,  plates  for  opium  pipes, 
button  boxes,  and  so  on  without  end  They  are  of  the  same 
general  type  and  about  the  same  value  as  those  made  in 
America  and  Europe.  A  fourth  class  includes  filigree 
work  and  tissues  made  from  fine  silver  wire,  and  is  marked 
by  the  highest  su ill  and  beauty.  It,  is  and  has  been  for 
centuries  a  favourite  kind  of  work  among  ihe  Chinese. 
Iheieisbut  little  doubt  that  Marco  Polo  brought  speci- 
mens of  it  to  Eumpe  from  Nanking  and  in  this  manner 
aided  in  the  latter  development  of  the  guilds  of  Italy  and 
France  The  designs  sometimes  are  marvellous  One 
from  Fo.  chow  consisted  of  a  bouquet,  over  which  was 
loosely  wrapped  a  silken  veil.  It  was  so  perfe.  tly  made 
that  the  veil  locked  as  if  it  might  blow  away  at  any  in'  - 
m  nt  I  hr.  ugh  its  flim-.y  folds  the  flowers  and  leaves 
were  all  viable  Another  artistic  gem  was  a  little  bouquet 
in  which  ferns,  lil  es  of  the  valley,  and  similar  botanical 
beauties  weie  peifectly  photograi  lied  in  metals  In  selling 
his  goods  the  1  hi'.ese  merch  nt  in  silver  ware  gives  the 
weight  of  the  metal,  its  fineness,  and  its  value  as  bullion, 
and  then  as  a  separate  item  the  cost  of  the  workmanship 

Thus  a  bill  for  a  p  ir  of .  orded  bracelets  was  as  f.  llows :  

Silver  <4i  ounces  tfs  per  cent,  fine)  $4^0  (Mexican),  Work- 
manship $  ;ui  total.  $6 . 3 >  (Mexican).  Ihe  first  item 
is  mathem  tically  coi  •  ect,  and  c* n  be  'epended  upon  as  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  material  used  in  the  manufacture. 


JOURNALISTIC  SLANDERS. 

Attempts  to  misrepresent  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  in  the  coming  general  elections 
have  already  commenced.  The  Hochi  Shim- 
bun,  which  lays  claim  to  respectability,  sets  the 
honourable  example.  Ii  alleges  that  the  pte- 
sent  Cabinet,  being  precluded  by  its  character 
from  attempting  interference  of  the  nature 
resorted  to  in  the  last  elections,  lias  no  alterna- 
tive except  to  supply  funds  to  its  candidates. 


For  that  puipose,  our  ingenuous  contemporary 
continues,  the  Bank  of  Japan  is  to  be  required 
DO  Contribute  money,  and  some  device  will  also 
be  found  to  elude  the  law  and  sell  the  public 
camphor  forest  at  Tacbibana  in  Fukuoka,  apply- 
ing the  proceeds  to  electioneering  purposes. 
Are  those  the  methods,  we  wonder,  that  would 
be  employed  by  the  .statesmen  on  whose  behalf 
the  Hochi  writes,  were  they  in  office. 


THE  SOAP  STUNK    INDUSTRY  OT  CHINA. 

H.B  M.'s  Consul  at  Wenchow  gives,  in  his  last 
report,  some  interesting;  facts  about  ihe  manu- 
factures of  steatite  (soap-stone)  articles  ill  China. 
"  The  Mines,"  says  the  Engineering  and  Min- 
ing fournal  epitomizing  his  report,  "  are  distant 
42  miles  from  Wenchow,  and  are  reached  by  a 
boat  journey  of  35  miles  up  the  river,  followed 
by  a  land  journey  of  seven  miles  over  rough 
ground.  The  hills  containing  steatite  are  owned 
by  20  to  30  families,  who,  in  some  cases,  wotk 
the  mines  themselves,  in  others,  engage  miners 
to  do  it  on  their  account.  The  ga  ieties  are 
driven  into  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and  are  often 
nearly  a  mile  in  length.  The  composition  of 
the  hills  is  soft,  and  the  shafts  requite  to  be 
propped  up  by  supports  of  timber;  for  the  same 
reason  ihe  floors  are  full  of  mire  and  clay,  so 
that  the  miners  wear  special  clothing,  made 
principally  of  rhea  fibre.  They  lead  a  hard  life, 
living  in  straw  huts  on  the  hillside.  The  stone 
when  first  extracted  is  soft,  hardening  on  ex- 
posure to  the  air.  It  is  brought  out  of  the  mine 
in  shovels,  and  it  is  sold  at  the  pit-mouth  to 
the  carvers  at  a  uniform  price  of  about  \d.  per 
lb.  This  would  be  when  the  purchaser  buys  it 
in  gross,  without  first  selecting  it  in  any  way. 
When  picked  over,  the  mineral  varies  very  con- 
siderably in  value — according  to  the  size  of  the 
lump,  its  shape,  and,  above  all,  its  colour.  The 
colours  are  given  as  purple  red,  mottled  red, 
black,  dark  blue,  light  blue,  gray,  while,  egg- 
shell while,  "jade,"  beeswax,  and  "frozen." 
Of  these  "jade"  (the  white  variety,  not  the 
green)  and  "  frozen  "  are  the  most  valuable.  In- 
deed, sb  valuable  is  the  latter  that  good  speci- 
mens of  it  are  said  to  fetch  more  than  real  jade 
itself.  The  industry  finds  employment  at  the 
present  time  for  some  2,000  miners  and  carvers. 
A  great  impetus  was  given  to  it  by  the  opening 
of  Wenchow  to  foreign  trade.  Previous  to  that 
event  the  chief  purchasers  of  soapstone  were 
officials  and  literary  men,  and  the  article  most 
often  carved  was  a  stamp  or  seal.  When  it  was 
discovered  that  foreigners  admired  the  stone, 
articles  were  produced  to  meet  what  was  sup- 
posed to  be  their  taste.  Such  were  land-scapes 
in  low  or  high  relief,  flower-vases,  plates,  card- 
trays,  fruit-dishes,  cups,  teapots,  and  pagodas. 
If  left  to  his  own  devices,  the  native  carver  pro- 
ceeds first  to  examine  his  stone,  much  as  a 
cameo-cutter  would  do,  to  discover  how  best  he 
can  take  advantage  of  its  shape  and  shades  of 
colour." 

TH  K   EMPEROR  AND  THE   PAINTER  KYOSAI. 

Kyosai,  one  of  the  greatest  painters  Japan  ever 
possessed,  died  a  few  years  ago,  poor  and  com- 
paratively unknown.  The  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun  says  that  he  received,  shortly  before  his 
death,  an  order  from  the  Emperor  to  paint  a 
number  of  pictures,  but  that  his  last  illness 
overtook  him  before  the  Imperial  commands 
could  be  executed.  The  pictures  were  to  have 
been  in  Kyosai's  comic  style,  and  after  the 
a'ftisi's  decease  it  was  suggested  to  the  Sove- 
reign that  he  should  transfer  the  order  to  some 
other  painter  skilled  in  work  of  the  same  nature. 
But  His  Majesty  showed  his  benevolence  by 
insisting  that  the  work  should  be  done  by  Kyo- 
sai's daughter,  Kyoun,  who  studied  from  child- 
hood under  her  father. 


H  M.S'  "  REVENGE." 

The  speed  trials  of  H.M.  battleship  Revenge, 
recently  delivered  by  Palmer's  Shipbuilding 
Company,  have  been  successfully  completed 
by  a  four  hour's  run  under  nominal  forced- 
draught.  The  results  worked  out  as  follows  : — 
boiler  pressure,  1468  lbs.;  vacuum,  28  inches 
starboard,  28^  inches  port ;  revolutions  ioi-6 
starboard,  102-3  port;  i.h.p.,  5,694  starboard, 
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5,830  port;  air  pressure,  46  incites;  coal  con- 
sumption, 2  24  lbs.  per  i.h.p.  per  hoar.  The 
speed  was  taken  by  patent  log,  the  recorded 
rate  being  17?  knots,  which  was  exactly  the 
contract  speed.  As,  however,  on  the  previous 
trial  under  natural-draught  the  speed  was  17  3 
knots  with  only  9.177  i.h.p.,  it  maybe  taken 
that  the  actual  speed  on  this  occasion  with  a 
total  of  11.524  i.h.p.  was  really  more  than  17^ 
knots.  The  machinery  throughout  the  trial 
worked  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

TOOLS  OF  THE   PYRAMID  BUILD HRS. 

"  A  two  years'  study  at  Gizeh,"  says  the  Ame- 
rican Analyst,  "has  convinced  Mr.  Flinders 
Petrie  that  the  Egyptian  stone-workers  of  4,000 
years  ago  had  a  surprising  acquaintance  with 
what  have  been  considered  modern  tools. 
Among  the  many  tools  used  by  the  pyramid- 
builders  were  both  solid  and  tubular  drills  and 
straight  and  circular  saws.  The  drills,  like 
those  of  to-day,  were  set  with  jewels  (probably 
corundum,  as  the  diamond  was  very  scarce), 
and  even  lathe-tools  had  such  cutting  edges. 
So  remarkable  was  the  quality  of  the  tubular 
drills  and  the  skill  of  the  workmen,  that  the 
cutting-marks  in  hard  granite  give  no  indication 
of  wear  of  the  tool,  while  a  cut  of  a  tenth  of  an 
inch  was  made  in  the  hardest  rock  at  each  re- 
volution, and  a  hole  through  both  the  hardest 
and  softest  material  was  bored  perfectly  smooth 
and  uniform  throughout." 


THE   NEW   U.S.  FLAGSHIP. 

The  U.S.S.  Baltimore,  the  new  flagship  for  the 
China  squadron,  arrived  in  port  on  Wednesday 
morning,  and  was  received  with  the  usual  salutes. 
She  is  an  unarmoured  cruiser,  of  4.413  lons 
displacement,  length  315ft.,  drawing  19ft.  6  in. 
of  water,  and  with  engines  of  10,750  indicat- 
ed horse  power.  She  has  11  guns  and  seven 
machine  guns.  Built  in  1888,  her  cost  is 
put  at  8210,000,  and  she  can  steam  12,000 
knots  when  fully  coaled.  The  following  is  the 
Baltimore's  complement: — Captain  W.  R. 
Bridgman,  commander.  Executive  Officer  J 
P  Morrei  ;  Lieutenants  Rittenhouse,  Holmes, 
Culner,  Stafford,  Simpson  ;  Ensign  Hayward  ; 
Fleet-Surgeon  Flint;  Fleet  Paymaster  Smith; 
Fleet  Engineer  Stivers;  Marine  Officer  Long, 
Drs.  Brant  and  Kennedy;  Assistant  Engineers 
Dening  and  Day;  650  men  all  told,  including 
30  officers.  

THE    HORSE    SENT    FROM    GERMANY    TO  THE  IM 
PE1UAL  MKWS. 

The  Imperial  Household  Department  has  con 
tradicted  the  statement  recently  published  by 
the  vernacular  press  and  re-produced  in  these 
columns  to  the  effect  that  two  horses  had  been 
sent  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany  to  the  Emperoi 
of  Japan,  and  that  only  one  of  them  had  arrived 
safely.  It  now  appears  that  there  was  no 
question  of  the  Kaiser's  interference  in  the 
matter.  A  horse  has  reached  the  Imperial  Mews 
in  Tokyo  from  Germany,  but  it  was  purchase  ' 
and  shipped  (in  die  steamer  Niirnberg)  by 
H.E.  Viscount  Aoki,  Japanese  Representative 
in  Berlin,  acting  on  instructions  from  Tokyo 
The  animal  is  a  stud  horse.  

SHOOTING  ACCIDENT. 

A  SERIOUS  shooting  accident  occurred  on  Sun- 
day evening,  the  31st  December,  in  Hongkew, 
Shanghai,  whereby  a  jinrikisha  coolie  was 
wounded.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Palliser,  a  Mum 
cipal  Council  emp/oyi,  went  to  the  house  of  the 
late  Mr.  Barnes,  to  lake  charge  of  the  effects 
of  the  latter,  and  finding  a  loaded  revolver  fired 
it  off  as  he  says,  on  the  ground,  but  a  ricochet 
bullet  appears  to  have  struck  the  coolie  below 
the  chest  on  the  right  side.  It  glance. 1  off  a 
rib  and  afterwards  entered  the  lung.  I  he  man 
was  t  ken  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  but  it  has  not 
been  found  possible,  so  far,  to  remove  the  bullet. 
Mr  Palliser  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  care- 
less shooting  and  appeared  at  the  Police  Court, 
where  he  was  remanded.  

A   NKW  SWORD  FOR  THE  KMPEP.OR. 

We  read  in  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  that  the 
Emperor  is  having  the  furniture  of  a  sword 
made  by  the  celebrated  glyptic  artists  Kagawa 
Katsushiro  and  Kano  Natsuo.    The  blade  be 


longed  to  the  Emperor  Toba,  and  is  therefore 
eight  hundred  years  old.  The  metals  used  in 
the  furniture,  guard,  hilt-cap  and  ring,  scabbard 
cap,  and  so  forth,  are  to  be  gold  and  shaku- 
do,  and  the  decorative  designs  a  phoenix,  a 
dragon,  and  a  tiger.  It  is  a  pity  that  these 
terribly  hacneyed  designs  should  occupy  the 
talents  of  men  like  Katsushiro  and  Natsuo. 

EAR1HQ.UAKE   IN  KAGOSHIMA. 

A  TELEGRAM  despatched  from  Kagodiima  at 
1.30  p.m.  on  the  51I1  instant,  reports  that  a 
severe  earthquake  was  experienced  there  during 
the  night  of  the  4th  instant.  According  to  the 
records  of  the  local  observatory,  the  first  shock 
was  felt  at  ioh.  9m.  8s.  p.m.  on  the  4th,  and  the 
trembling  lasted  for  two  minutes,  there  being 
in  all  eleven  shocks.  The  direction  of  motion 
was  east  and  west,  and  the  horizontal  component 
being  great,  the  instruments  were  overturned 
and  no  accurate  record  of  force  was  obtained. 
A  statement  of  damage  is  not  appended,  but 
inasmuch  as  stone  walls  are  said  to  have  been 
overturned,  the  quake  must  have  been  very 
violent.   

THE  FINE  ART  EXHIBITION  AT  UYKN0. 

It  is  stated  by  the  vernacular  press  that  the 
President — Viscount  Sano — and  commissioners 
of  the  Japan  Fine  Arts  Society  have  held  a 
meeting  with  reference  to  the  usual  Spring  Ex- 
hibition, to  be  opened  in  Uyeno  Park  from  April 
1st.  The  decision  attributed  to  them  is  to  con- 
fine the  Spring  Exhibition  to  pictures,  and  to 
make  the  Autumn  Exhibition  a  general  display 
of  fine-art  products.  We  regret  the  programme, 
for  truly  the  paintings  of  modern  Japanese  artists 
are  scarcely  good  enough  to  warrant  an  exhibi- 
tion entirely  on  their  account. 

FIRE  IN  NAGASAKI. 

After  an  immunity  extending  over  some  three 
years,  says  the  Nagasaki  Express  of  the  3rd 
instant,  the  Settlement  was  the  scene  of  a 
disastrous  fire  during  the  early  hours  of  Satur- 
day the  30th  ultimo.  On  the  previous  occasion 
the  building  destroyed  was  a  grog-shop,  and, 
strange  to  say,  Saturday's  fire  also  broke  out  in 
a  grog-shop  in  the  occupancy  of  the  same  party 
formerly  burnt  out.  The  house  in  question 
was  situated  on  Lot  No.  42-B,  and  was  known 
as  the  "Sherman  House  and  Bowling  Saloon," 
the  tenant  being  Mrs.  H.  Mills. 

THE   JAPANESE  FLAG  IN   BEHRING  SEA. 

It  is  alleged  that  owners  of  sealing  schooners 
have  been  attempting  to  elude  the  regulations 
enacted  by  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  Gieat  Bihain  for  the  protection  of  the  Beh- 
.ingSearookeries,  the  method  adopted  to  escape 
the  penalty  of  contravention  being  to  registei 
the  schooners  as  Japanese  property  and  hoist 
the  Japanese  flag.  The  Mainichi  Shimbun  is 
responsible  for  the  story.  It  adds  that  the  Japa- 
nese authorities  have  decided  not  to  lend  them- 
selves to  any  such  proceedings,  and  that  in- 
structions  in  that  sense  have  been  sent  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Hokkaido  Administration. 


RAILWAY  WORKS. 

The  Asahi  Shimbun  announces  an  intended 
iivision  of  labour  between  the  Kobe  and  Shim- 
oashi  Railway  Woiks,  the  former  undertaking 
the  construction  of  engines  and  the  latter  re- 
pairs. Our  contemporary  remarks  upon  the 
decided  advance  since  1884.  when  the  practical 
work  in  this  department  was  almost  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  foreign  employes,  while  at 
present  native  officials  are  competent  to  fill  any 
position.  One  of  the  engines  running  between 
Kobe  and  Kyoto  was  completed  last  year,  all 
the  materials,  except  the  pivot  and  shafts,  having 
been  supplied  in  Japan.   

THE  BUDDHIST  LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

The  Life  Insurance  Company  lately  organized 
in  Kyoto  in  the  interests  of  the  Buddhists,  held 
its  first  general  meeting  the  other  day  at  the 
Kvo.aknkan,  Kvoio.  Viscount  Kuki  was  elect- 
ed President,  but  declined  the  office  on  the  plea 
of  ill-health  ;  Mr.  Uzawa  Morisaburo  was  then 
asked  to  occupy  the  chair  for  the  time  being. 
The  remaining  officers  were  then  elected  and  the 


by-laws  passed.  The  meeting  was  attended  by 
about  80  persons  representing  upwards  of  250 
shareholders.  The  capital  of  the  Company  is 
half  a  million  yen  in  10,000  shares  of  50y*«  each 

FIRE  IN  A  TRAIN. 

According  to  the  Shin-Choya  newspaper,  fire 
broke  out  in  a  carriage  forming  part  of  a  train 
that  was  about  to  leave  Shimbashi  station  at  an 
unnamed  hour  of  the  7th  inst.  The  carriage 
and  its  contents,  five  tons  of  cotton,  were  de- 
stroyed, and  the  station  was  for  a  time  a  scene 
of  great  confusion.  Apparently  the  train  was 
bound  for  the  northern  line,  as  our  contemporary 
says  that  its  arrival  at  Uyeno  was  delayed  thirty 
minutes  by  the  accident — not  a  very  great  delay 
under  the  circumstances. 

BREAKING  THE  BARRIERS. 

According  to  a  letter  from  a  native  correspon- 
dent of  the  N.-C.  Daily  News  at  Peking,  the 
Empress-Dowager  and  the  Empress  were  both 
present  (behind  the  scenes)  on  the  occasion  of 
the  audience  granted  to  the  Belgian  Minister 
in  the  Cheng-kuang  Throne-hall  on  the  8th  ult. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  the  Imperial  ladies 
have  ever  seen  an  audience  to  European  Mini- 
sters. There  being  no  Chinese  Secretary  in 
the  Belgian  Legation,  the  Germany  Secretary 
accompanied  M.  Loumyer  on  the  occasion. 

THE   HIGASH I   HONGWAN-JI  DEBT. 

The  celebrated  Higashi  Hongwanji  Temple  of 
Kyoto,  which  has  been  much  embarrassed  of 
late  years  by  its  enormous  debt,  has  made  an 
appeal  for  relief  to  the  Shin  Sect,  of  which  it  is 
one  of  the  chief  centres;  the  result  lias  been 
satisfactory  beyondexpectation,  so  that  thelargest 
creditor,  the  Mitsui  Bank,  has  been  paid,  and  it 
is  confidently  expected  that  the  Temple  within 
a  veiy  short  time  will  be  free  of  debt. 

INSULARITY. 

In  its  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Sir  Robert 
Morier,  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  says : — "  Possibly 
his  habit  of  using  unnecessarily  strong  language 
helped  him  in  a  semi-barbaric  court."  The 
"semi-barbaric  court"  is  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. Is  not  that  a  delightful  specimen  of 
insular  rudeness?  We  have  not  much  difficulty 
in  determining  upon  which  side  the  "  semi- 
barbaric  "  element  is  to  be  found  in  this  parti- 
cular instance. 

THE  "DENBIGHSHIRE"  AFFAIR. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  states  that  the  dis- 
pute arising  out  of  the  collision  between  the 
Denbighshire  and  the  Yoshinogawa  Maru,  of 
die  Osaka  Sbosen  Kaisha,  was  settled  on  the 
9th  inst.,  the  latter  company  agreeing  to  pay 
yen  28,000  to  the  Agent  of  the  British  steam- 
ship at  Kobe.  The  money  was  handed  over 
the  same  day. 

FIRE   AT  THE   CHICAGO  EXHIBITION. 

A  TRLKGRAM  despatched  from  the  Japanese 
Commissioners'  Office  in  Chicago  at  5  25  p.m. 
on  the  9th  inst.  announces  that  during  the  pre- 
ceding night  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  public  re- 
creation rooms  of  the  Exhibition  Buildings  and 
resulted  in  tiie  destruction  of  the  Industries 
Hall.    The  Japanese  exhibits  were  not  injured. 

DEATH   OF  AN  EX-M.P. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Tateishi  Kanshi, 
ex  M.P.  for  the  Fourth  Election  District  of 
Nagasaki  Prefecture,  which  took  place  in  the 
capital  on  the  ioih  inst.  The  deceased  had 
been  suffering  from  typhoid  fever  for  some  time. 
He  was  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 

SAD  FATALITY. 

Captain  McLaughlin,  of  the  Howard  D.  Troop, 
ovei  balanced  himself  on  the  4th  inst.,  while 
looking  over  the  stern  of  his  vessel  as  she  lay 
anchored  in  the  Shanghai  river,  and  was 
drowned.  His  body  had  not  been  recovered 
when  the  mail  left  Shanghai. 


MR.  SAITO. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  announces  that  Mr. 
Saito,  Vice-Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce, was  released  from  his  post  on  the  8th 
inst.  at  his  own  request. 
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THE  FOREIGN  REPRESENTATIVES 
AND  MOUNTED  ESCORTS. 

AN  incident  connected  with  the  visit  of 
the  Foreign  Representatives  to  tin- 
Palace  on  the  5th  instant  illustrates  the 
methods  of  foreign  journalists  in  this 
Settlement.  On  the  day  after  the  Imperial 
Reception,  a  Tokyo  newspaper,  the  Shin- 
Clioya,  published  a  paragraph  alleging  that 
the  Foreign  Representatives,  on  their  way 
to  and  from  the  Palace,  hail  been  guarded 
by  a  mounted  escort  attached  to  them  at 
the  instance  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  who  deemed  such  a  pre- 
caution necessary  in  view  of  the  possibility 
that  some  ignorant  zealot,  inflamed  by  the 
agitation  for  strict  enforcement  of  the 
treaties,  might  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  perpetrate  a  deed  of  violence. 
Appended  to  the  information  were  cer- 
tain comments  in  the  sense  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  had  occurred  since  pre- 
Restoration  days,  and  that  the  Authorities 
appeared  to  regulate  their  administrative 
measures  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  by-gone  times.  The  Shin-Choya  is  an 
insignificant  journal.  Its  predecessor,  the 
Choya  Shimbun,  occupied  an  important 
position  among  the  newspapers  of  the 
capital,  but  the  Shin-Choya  (new  Choya) 
ranks  with  the  small  fry  of  the  profession, 
and  has,  moreover,  during  its  short  career, 
distinguished  itself  by  some  conspicuous 
instances  of  inaccuracy.  Its  significant 
piece  of  news  naturally  aroused  in  us  a 
feeling  of  scepticism.  We  addressed  in- 
quiries to  some  of  the  Foreign  Representa- 
tives themselves,  and  having  learned  from 
them  that  the  story  of  the  escort  was  an 
absolute  myth,  we  contradicted  the  SJiin- 
Choya's  canard  in  emphatic  terms.  That 
was  on  Monday  morning.  The  same  even- 
ing the  Shin-Choya' s  sensational  item  was 
reproduced  by  two  local  English  journals. 
One  of  them  simply  translated  it,  adding  a 
note  to  the  effect  that  the  statement  had 
subsequently  been  contradicted.  On  the 
following  evening,  however,  the  same  jour- 
nal, referring  again  to  the  story,  alleged  that 
our  contradiction  appeared  to  be  erroneous 
inasmuch  as  the  Shin-Choya  had  not  been 
ordered  to  withdraw  the  original  account. 
So  earnestly  do  some  editors  cling  to 
every  fragment  of  sensation  !  The  posi- 
tive evidence  of  our  distinct  categorical 
denial  was  held  to  be  of  less  value  than 
the  negative  testimony  of  the  Govern- 
ment's having  failed  to  order  the  with- 
drawal of  a  paragraph  in  a  petty  vernacular 
journal.  The  other  English  newspaper 
was  even  more  enterprising.  It  re-pro- 
duced the  Shin-Choya' s  item  in  leaded 
type,  under  a  heading  in  capitals  "Foreign 
Ministers  under  Escort  in  Tokyo,"  and  it 
took  the  tale  as  the  text  of  a  leading  article, 
wherein  the  public  was  informed  that  by 
tacit  confession  of  no  lesser  (sic)  personages 
than  the  Ministers  of  His  Imperial  Japanese 
Majesty,  Tokyo  just  now  is  in  a  highly  in- 
flammable state  ;"  that  "  Mr.  Abei  had 


not  sworn  his  oath  in  vain,  he  and  his  old- 
fashioned  retainers  having  succeeded  in 
terrifying  a  Cabinet;"  that  "  at  any  mo- 
ment we  may  witness  an  outbreak  which 
may  result  in  a  vast  effusion  of  blood,"  and 
so  forth  and  so  on,  the  apparent  purpose 
of  the  writer  being  to  create  an  impres- 
sion that  anti-foreign  feeling  had  developed 
dangerous  dimensions  in  Japan,  and  that 
travel  in  the  interior  had  assumed  perilous 
aspects  for  strangers.  All  this,  be  it  ob- 
served, was  on  the  strength  of  a  paragraph 
appearing  in  a  petty  vemacularnewspaper, 
which  had  already  been  explicitly  con- 
tradicted by  us.  Apprehending  the  mis- 
chief that  such  writing  might  cause,  we 
communicated  directly  with  the  editor  of 
the  journal  in  question,  and  informed  him 
that  our  contradiction  had  been  based  on 
information  personally  obtained  from  some 
of  the  Foreign  Representatives.  But  even 
that  produced  little  effect.  Instead  of 
inserting  a  frank  avowal,  to  allay  the  alarm 
caus,ed  by  his  sensational  writing  of  the 
day  previous,  he  published  the  following 
inconclusive  comment: — >"  We  note  that 
the  report  that  the  Foreign  Ministers  were 
provided  with  an  armed  escort  when  calling 
on  the  EMPEROR  on  New  Year's  Day, 
has  been  contradicted  by  certain  foreign 
journals.  It  may  be  that  they  are  right, 
but  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  Japan- 
ese journals  (sic)  which  produced  the 
statement  have  not  received  an  official 
contradiction."  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  origin  of  the  story  is  here  trans- 
formed into  "Japanese  journals"  in  the 
plural,  whereas  originally  only  one  journal, 
the  Shin-Choya,  was  referred  to.  The  in- 
ference is  obvious.  We  are  not  dealing 
with  inferences,  however,  but  with  facts. 
The  story  about  the  escort  had  vivid  in- 
terest for  foreigners,  and  by  one  of  the 
two  local  evening  journals  its  interest  was 
deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  an  alarmist 
leading  article  and  the  use  of  capitals  and 
leads.  But  it  was  not  deemed  sufficiently 
interesting  to  warrant  any  inquiry.  Both 
of  the  journals  to  which  we  have  referred 
were  content  to  remain  for  two  days 
without  any  attempt  to  ascertain  the  cor- 
rectness of  information  upon  which  they 
were  commenting,  and  which  one  of  them 
had  made  the  basis  of  a  most  alarmist 
leading  article.  Is  this  to  be  interpreted 
as  carelessness  or  as  want  of  access  to 
sources  of  knowledge?  At  all  events, 
since  the  matter  thus  dealt  with  has  aroused 
curiosity,  we  deem  it  wise  to  supplement 
our  original  denial  by  saying  that  we  have 
since  applied  to  the  Foreign  Office  and 
the  Chief  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  for 
information,  and  have  received  their  posi- 
tive assurances  that  no  grounds  whatever 
exist  for  the  Shin-Choya' s  story.  The 
whole  tale  is  a  fabrication,  and  all  the 
alarmist  writing  based  upon  it  becomes 
mere  blague.  What  cannot  but  be  deemed 
amusing  is  that  local  English  editors  who 
denounce  the  "  Japanese  journalist  "  for 
having  "  a  genius  for  invention  unknown 


to  his  foreign  confrere;"  who  declare  that 
"  he  is  paid  by  tin;  quantity  not  the  quality 
of  his  paragraphs  ;"  who  proclaim  that 
they  "  know  veracity  to  be  the  least  com- 
mon of  his  defects,"  and  who  sedately 
assert,  with  reference  to  this  very  false- 
hood, that  "there  is  likely  to  be  quite 
enough  excitement  without  the  publication 
of  such  inflammatory  fiction,"  should  them- 
selves be  ready  to  make  the  uncorrobo- 
rated, unverified,  and  already  contradicted 
statement  of  a  fourth-rate  Japanese  journal 
the  text  of  a  leading  article  wherein  Tokyo 
is  described  as  being  in  "  a  highly  in- 
flammable state  ;  "  the  Cabinet  is  declared 
to  be  "terrified;"  an  outbreak  involving 
"  a  vast  effusion  of  blood  "  is  spoken  of  as 
possibly  imminent,  and  it  is  said  that 
the  "  Foreign  Ministers  dare  not  call  upon 
the  EMPEROR  except  with  protection  such  as 
people  use  in  crossing  the  wilds  of  Arabia." 
We  recall  no  more  comical  instance  of  de 
te  fabula  narratur  than  is  furnished  by  an 
editor  chiding  the  publication  of  "  inflam- 
matory fiction  "  in  the  immediate  context 
of  a  still  inore  inflammatory  article  publish- 
ed by  himself  on  the  strength  of  that  very 
fiction. 


FOREIGN  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITU- 
TIONS IN  JAPAN. 
 ♦  

THE  disfavour  into  which  everything 
alien  has  fallen  in  Japan  for  the  time 
being  is  telling  severely  against  the  educa- 
tional institutions  organized  or  conducted 
by  foreigners.  In  the  face  of  a  natural  re- 
luctance to  publish  comparative  statistics 
indicating  a  state  of  decadence,  the  actual 
condition  of  the  various  schools  and  col- 
leges conducted  by  foreign  effort,  and 
supported,  in  great  part,  by  foreign  money, 
is  not  easy  to  describe.  But  it  seems  to 
be  beyond  question  that  the  most  success- 
ful cannot  boast  of  more  than  a  stationary 
record,  while  the  majority  have  undergone 
a  marked  decline  of  prosperity.  Among 
the  former  class  we  are  glad  to  see — as 
indeed  might  have  been  predicted  for  such 
an  exceptionally  excellent  institution — 
that  the  School  of  the  Morning  Star  in 
Iidamachi,  Tokyo,  holds  its  own.  The  at- 
tendance is  still  120,  and  the  Faculty  may 
now  congratulate  themselves  that  inde- 
fatigable devotion  to  their  work  has  saved 
their  beloved  institution  from  the  shock  of 
the  anti-foreign  wave.  We  are  permitted 
to  hope  that  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in 
the  House  of'  Representatives  on  the  29th 
ult.,  has  inspired  these  good  men  with 
fresh  courage,  by  showing  them,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  the  resolve  of 
the  Government  to  clear  from  the  country's 
path  of  enlightened  progress  every  facti- 
tious obstacle.  Such  would  seem  to  be  the 
case,  since  we  learn  that  active  steps  have 
now  been  taken  to  continue  the  building 
of  the  spacious  brick  and  stone  edifices 
destined  to  replace  the  very  inadequate 
wooden  structures  hitherto  used  for  the 
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purposes  of  the  School.    This  certainly  is 
a  season  when  words  of  high  courage  and 
firm   resolve    like  those    spoken  by  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  come 
most  opportunly  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  many  philanthropic  men  and  women 
who,  after  long  years  of  devotion  and  self- 
sacrifice  to  the  cause  of  moral  and  scien- 
tific education  in  Japan,  must  now,  however 
stout  their  hearts  and  firm  their  faith,  ex- 
perience a  sense  of  weary  dejection.  It 
is  true  that,  speaking  theoretically,  they 
do  not  labour  to  win  the  applause  of  their 
contemporaries,  and  that  opposition  and 
indifference  from    without   were  always 
reckoned  among  the  difficulties  with  which 
they  should  have  to  deal.    But  the  best  of 
us  must  remain  human  to  the  end — a  happy 
dispensation  after  all — and  being  human, 
we  can  not  wholly  defy  the  iufluence  of  our 
environment.  If  it  were  within  the  range  of 
any  competent  man'stime  and  statistical  re- 
search to  compile  a  comprehensive  record 
of  the  educational  work  accomplished  by 
foreigners  in  this  country  during  the  Meiji 
era,  work  accomplished  out  of  the  pure 
love  of  doing  good  and  out  of  an  enthusi- 
astic desire  to  benefit  Japan,  we  should 
have  such  a  showing  as  could  scarcely  fail 
to  impress  even  the  most  bigotted  of  pre- 
sent conservatives.    Do  Japanese  of  the 
Ol,  ABEI,  and  ARAI  class  ever  seriously 
think  of  these  things,  we  wonder.  Does 
it  ever  occur  to  them  that  when  they  raise 
an  outcry  about  foreign  tenure  of  real  pro 
perty  outside  the  Settlements,  they  are 
inveighing,  for  the  most  part,  against  a 
state  of  affairs  that  has  its  origin  and 
raison  d'etre  wholly  in  a  genuinely  friendly 
wish  to  promote  Japanese  progress?  It 
is  a  repetition  of  the  old  experience.  The 
strength  of  gratitude  never   equals  the 
intensity  of  resentment.    All  over  Japan 
we  have  a  great  body  of  enthusiastic  foreign 
philanthropists    devoting   their  learning 
and  lives  to  the  cause  of  Japanese  educa- 
tion and  Japanese  progress,  and  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  and   the  United  States 
great  sums  of  money  are  sent  by  charit- 
able and  generous  folks  to  support  this 
noble  undertaking.    -The  softening  influ- 
ence of  such  an  effort  ought  to  be  immense. 
But  among  the  foreigners  in  the  Settlements 
a  small  section,  imbued  with  contempt  for 
and  aversion  to  the  Japanese,  constitutes 
an  element  of  positive  mischief  and  mis 
understanding  that  mars  the  good  effects 
of  that  other  work.    The  mood  of  these 
morose  persons,   reflected  and  exagger- 
ated   by   more  than    one    local  foreign 
journal,  is  perpetually  thrust  upon  Japan 
ese  attention  in  the  shape  of  supercilious, 
ill-natured,  and  unjust  criticism  ;  criticism 
every  line  of  which  breathes  a  spirit  of 
disdain  and  dislike.    Race  prejudice  could 
not  be  displayed  in  an  intenser  or  more 
unsightly  form,  and,  as  might  be  expected, 
the   slaves  of  this   wretched   feeling  are 
precisely  the  first  to  cry  cut  against  any 
evidence  of  anti-foreign  sentiment  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese.    Week  in  and  week 


out  they  proclaim,  in  the  most  unequivocal 
terms  and  with  the  most  brutal  candour, 
that  everything  Japanese  is  contemptible 
in  their  eyes,  that  the  people  of  the  country 
are  utterly  antipathetic  to  them,  and  that 
they  can  never  entertain  feelings  of  con- 
fidence or  affection  towards  a  nation  of 
such   inferior  beings.     But  the  slightest 
symptom  of  any  corresponding  unfriendli- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  is  de- 
nounced by  these  very  critics  as  a  revival 
of    the    barbarous  anti-foreign   spirit  of 
early  days,  a  recrudescence  of  the  hermit 
tendencies  that  once  made  Japan  a  by- 
word among  nations.    It  is  impossible  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  inevitable  effect  of 
such  rancorous  displays,   the  certain  con- 
sequences of  such  a.  perennial  outpouring 
of    disdainful    aversion.    Sometimes  the 
quaint  plea  is  advanced  that  the  praises  of 
false  friends  are  responsible  for  all  this 
abuse  ;  that  the  writers  who  devote  them- 
selves to  blackening  the  nation's  reputation 
would  prefer  the  part  of  eulogists  did  not 
their  gorge  rise  against  the  too  profuse 
applause  of  partial  observers.     They  are 
much  to  be  pitied  these  gentlefolks  whose 
generous  disposition  is  perverted  by  harsh 
necessity,   and  upon  whom  the  stern  duty 
of  furnishing  an  antidote  to  flattery  thrusts 
the  uncongenial  role  of  snarling  censure 
But  by  whatever  process  they  came  to  be 
what  they  are,  the  mischief  that  they  work 
is  unfortunately  too  patent.    They  poison 
the  mind  of  the  Japanese,  and  create  such 
a  false  impression  of  foreign  sentiment 
that  the  nobly  devoted  and  unostentatious 
efforts    of   hundreds    of  Europeans  and 
Americans  who  live  only  to  benefit  the 
country,  and  of  tens  of  thousands  who  con 
tribute  large  sums  for  the  same  purpose, 
are  comparatively  little  noticed.    Yet  we 
cannot  doubt  that  truth  will  win   the  day 
at  last,  and  that  the  brave  stand  now 
made  by  the  Japanese  Government  in  be- 
half of  enlightened  progress  will  restore 
confidence  to  the  little  army  of  men  and 
women  working  in  the  cause  of  Japanese 
education,  and  will  show  that  the  evil 
sentiment  born  of  mutual  misrepresenta 
tion  and  malevolence  has  never  penetrated 
beyond  a  small  section  on  either  side,  nor 
ever  tainted  the  directing  spirit  of  the 
Meiji  era. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  COMMUNITY  AND 
TREATY  ENFORCEMENT. 


A  fighting  machine  or  automaton  soldier  is,  so  11 
seems  (says  the  Daily  News),  the  last  work  up  10 
now  of  civilisation.  Nobody  in  future  need  1  isl< 
his  life  in  hatlle  -that  is,  if  the  Globo  newspaperof 
Barcelona  is  not  misinformed  as  to  the  merits  of  a 
new  invention.  According  to  that  journal,  the 
inventor  has  offe.ed  it  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment for  use  against  the  Moors  111  Mehlla. 
He  is  ready,  for  a  sum  of  £200,000  steilmg, 
to  proceed  to  the  seat  of  operations  at  the  head  to 
IOO  of  the  new  combatants.  The  machine  soldier 
is  made  of  iron,  and  he  is  set  going  by  clock- 
wotk.  When  wound  up  he  can  fire  forty  rounds 
a  minute,  and  he  carries  in  his  interior  a  large 
supply  of  ammunition.  Should  he  be  captured  by 
the  enemy,  he  can  be  blown  to  pieces  by  means  o 
an  electiic  discharge  acting  upon  a  quantity  of 
dynamite  sto.ed  in  his  head.  The  Globo  ser.ously 
declares  lli»t  tlie  capabilities  of  the  new  wamoi 
have  been  successfully  tested  before  a  committee 
of  expei  ts. 


IT  is  a  matter  of  no  small  surprise  that 
the  present  hysterical  movement  for 
strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties  should 
have  found  a  warm  supporter  in  the  Hyo- 
ron, which,  under  the  able  editorship  of  Mr. 
IWAMOTO  ZENJI,  represents  an  influential 
section  of  Christian  thinkers  in  Japan. 
That   our   fortnightly    contemporary  is 
thoroughly    disinterested    and  conscien- 
tious, we  have  no  manner  of  doubt;  but 
we  sincerely  regret  that  the  weight  of  a 
journal  so  much  respected  by  the  inde- 
pendent section  of  the  public  should  have 
been  thrown  into  the  scale  on  the  wrong 
side.    "The  existing  treaties,"  says  the 
Hyoron,  "  are  legacies  of  ignorance,  stu- 
pidity, and  cowardice,  and  it  goes  without 
saying  that  the  stipulations  contained  in 
them    are    imperfect    and  inconvenient. 
Men  incapable  of  guarding  even  the  few 
tights  reserved  to  Japan  under  the  exist- 
ing treaties,  can  hardly  be  trusted  with  the 
duty  of  extending  the  national  rights  be- 
yond the  limits  of  those  treaties."  Our 
contemporary  apparently  means  to  sug- 
gest that,  even  though  the  treaties  were 
revised,  the  Government  would  be  incom- 
petent to  exercise  the  rights  restored  to 
Japan.    The  true  object  of  Treaty  Revi- 
sion being  to  recover  the  rights  of  the 
country  both  in  name  and  in  reality,  the 
Hyoron  maintains  that,    rather  than  be 
contented  with  mere  changes  on  paper,  it 
is  better  to  achieve  solid  success  by  strict 
enforcement  of  the  existing  treaties.  At 
all  events,  revision  of  treaties  ought,  in 
our  contempory's  opinion,  to  be  preceded 
by  strict  enforcement  of  those  already 
existing.     The  former  is  more  difficult 
than  the  latter,  because,  while  the  ob- 
ject of  strict  enforcement  is  to  exercise 
rights  to  which  Japan  is  legitimately  en- 
titled under  present  covenants,  revision 
means  the  recovery  of  rights  with  which 
the  country  expressly  parted  when  those 
covenants  were  concluded.    The  Hyoron 
does  not  think  it  too  early  to  revise  the 
treaties,  but  it  contends  that,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  task  of  revision,  prudence 
dictates  the  advisability  of  measuring  the 
strength  of  the  Empire  vis-a-vis  foreign 
countries  by  insisting  on  strict  enforcement 
of  theexistingtreaties.  If  Japan  isincapable 
of  enforcing  her  present  treaties,  it  is  idle 
to  make  a  noise  about    revising  them. 
Turning  to  the  bearings  which  the  doc- 
trine of  treaty  enforcement  has  upon  the 
Christian  community,  the  Hyoron  observes 
that  no  exception  should  be  made  in  favour 
of  Christian  work.    As  for  the  schools  and 
churches  which,  under  whatever  names  re- 
gistered, are   really   owned   by  foreign 
Christians,  it  may  be  argued  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  in  the  samelight  as 
lands  and  houses  possessed  by  foreigners 
at   Kamakura,    Oiso,   and    elsewhere  in 
the  names  of  their  cooks,  boys,  and  mis- 
tresses. But  the  Hyoron  declines  to  endorse 
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such  a  specious  argument,  and  main  tain  a 
that,  hqwever  praiseworthy  his  object,  no 
foreigner  should  be  suffered  to  be  the 
real  owner  of  schools  and  churches  in  the 
interior.  With  regard  to  travels  of  Mis- 
sionaries in  the  interior  for  purposes  of 
religious  propagandism,  the  Hyoron  de- 
clares that  they  travel  in  flagrant  violation 
of  treaty  stipulations,  for,  under  the  exist- 
ing treaties,  no  alien  is  allowed  to  pass 
beyond  treaty  limits  except  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  health  or  for  purposes  of  scienti- 
fic research.  Men  like  Bishop  Williams 
— continues  the  Hyoron — have,  therefore, 
never  preached  in  the  interior,  neither 
have  they  travelled  there  unless  they  were 
really  seeking  for  health.  But  our  con- 
temporary does  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
majority  of  the  Missionaries  have  wilfully 
violated  treaty  stipulations.  They  have 
preached  in  the  interior  with  the  tacit 
connivance  both  of  the  authorities  in  the 
Foreign  Office  and  of  the  public  in  gene- 
ral. Some  of  them  are  even  said  to 
have  declared  at  the  Foreign  Office  that 
they  would  not  receive  passports  for 
travel  in  the  interior  otherwise  than  with 
a  tacit  understanding  as  to  the  purpose 
for  which  their  journeys  were  to  be  under- 
taken. The  Tokyo  periodical  then  quotes 
some  passages  from  the  last  annual  report 
of  the  American  Board  Mission,  in  which 
the  question  of  work  in  the  interior  is  dis- 
cussed and  in  which  it  is  stated  that, 
should  public  opinion,  especially  in  Chris- 
tian circles,  become  unfavourable  to  the 
travels  of  Missionaries  for  religious  pur- 
poses, the  practice  would  be  discontinued 
pending  revision  of  the  treaties.  Thus  the 
Missionaries  have  had  some  sort  of  rea- 
sonable pretexts  for  preaching  in  the 
interior,  and  it  may  seem  regrettable  to 
compel  them  to  give  up  their  work  outside 
treaty  limits.  But  the  thing  is  unavoid- 
able, says  the  Hyoron,  for  there  are  at 
stake  considerations  of  far  more  import- 
ance to  the  country.  With  regard  to  lands 
and  buildings  in  the  interior  which  are  in 
part  or  in  whole  owned  by  Missionaries, 
the  latter  are  advised  to  make  a  voluntary 
surrender  of  their  ownership  to  the  Japan- 
ese concerned  ;  and  all  Japanese  who, 
while  nominally  employing  foreigners  for 
religious  or  educational  purposes  in  the 
interior,  really  receive  employment  from 
them,  are  recommended  to  discontinue 
their  connection  with  such  foreigners  and 
to  send  them  back  to  the  Settlements. 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  such  mea- 
sures upon  the  progress  of  Christianity  in 
Japan  ?  The  Hyoron  is  conscious  that 
more  or  less  inconvenience  would  be  felt 
in  religious  circles,  but  it  believes  that 
strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties  would 
serve  as  a  means  of  stimulating  the  re- 
novation of  Christian  Society  in  Japan. 
Thus  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  ultimate 
effect  of  the  proceeding  upon  the  religious 
world  of  Japan  would  be  highly  beneficial, 
it  would  conduce,  on  the  other,  to  speedy 
revision  of  the   existing    treaties.  For 


the  fair-minded  public  abroad  will  not 
consent  to  the  permanent  inaction  of 
Missionaries  in  the  Settlements.  Such, 
in  brief  is  the  gist  of  the  Hyoron's  article. 
We  are  bound  to  conclude  that  it  means 
well  to  the  Missionaries.  But  surely 
it  ought  to  have  explained  its  assertion 
that  the  exclusion  of  foreign  propagandists 
from  the  interior  would  be  a  step  towards 
the  renovation  of  the  Christian  community 
in  Japan.  The  statement,  thus  bluntly 
advanced,  embodies  a  gross  insult  to  the 
whole  Missionary  body.  That  Christianity 
and  Christian  education  have  any  existence 
whatever  in  Japan,  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  labours  of  foreign  Missionaries.  These 
men  and  women  have  devoted  their  lives 
and  talents  to  the  cause  of  improving 
Japan.  Their  example  alone  is  an  object 
lesson  of  incalculable  value.  Yet  now 
they  are  informed  that  their  removal  from 
the  scene  of  their  labours  would  be  a 
means  of  regenerating  the  religious  world 
of  Japan.  It  is  inconceivable  that  the 
Hyoron  can  intend  these  words  to  be  inter- 
preted in  the  sense  they  actually  convey. 
Doubtl  ess  what  our  contemporary  desires 
to  convey  is  an  opinion  that  the  best 
chance  for  Christianity  in  Japan  is  to  be  left 
for  a  season  entirely  independent  to  work 
out  for  itself  success  or  failure  along  purely 
national  lines.  But  if  that  be  the  idea 
contemplated,  was  ever  a  more  misleading 
form  of  expression  employed  ?  For  the 
rest,  the  Hyoron's  essay  is  disfigured  by 
ignorance  and  misconception.  It  speaks 
of  the  treaties  as  conferring  the  privilege 
of  travel  in  the  interior  on  persons  suffer- 
ing from  ill-health  or  desiring  to  undertake 
scientific  research.  That  is  a  palpable 
error.  The  treaties  confer  no  such  privi- 
lege. The  passport  system  is  a  special 
favour  granted  by  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment quite  independently  of  the  treaties, 
and  revokable  to-morrow  should  the  Go- 
vernment wish  to  revoke  it.  The  limits 
imposed  upon  the  enjoyment  of  the  favour 
are  purely  arbitrary.  In  the  nature  of 
things  there  is  no  more  cogent  reason  for 
allowing  a  man  to  visit  the  interior  in 
pursuit  of  butterflies,  for  example,  than 
there  is  for  allowing  him  the  same  privilege 
in  the  interests  of  religious  propagandism. 
The  Hyoron  seems  to  imagine  that  the 
Japanese  Government  surrenders  some 
right  when  it  voluntarily  enlarges  the 
scope  of  a  favour  voluntarily  granted  and 
withdrawable  at  any  moment.  Greater 
confusion  of  ideas  is  inconceivable.  No 
treaty  obliges  Japan  to  offer  her  territory 
as  a  sanitarium  for  foreigners  or  as  a  place 
where  they  may  gather  flowers,  analyse 
rocks  or  hunt  insects.  She  does  so  out 
of  pure  amity  and  goodwill  and  every 
enlargement  of  her  liberality  is  an  act  of 
grace  not  a  surrender  of  rights  ?  Does  the 
Hyoron  gravely  imagine  that  a  right  is 
surrendered  by  voluntarily  exercising  it? 
Does  it  imagine  that  if  Japan  allows  to 
moral  philosophers  the  same  liberty  as  to 
entomological  dilettanti,  she  is  in  danger 


of  forfeiting  her  right  to  be  gracious  to 
either?  The  same  error  runs  through  the 
whole  essay.  We  are  told  that  if  Japan 
can  not  exercise  the  rights  acquired  by 
her  under  the  existing  treaties,  it  is  idle 
for  her  to  seek  larger  rights  under  revised 
treaties.  But  Japan  has  acquired  no  rights 
under  the  treaties.  By  promising  to  allow 
foreigners  access  to  a  portion  of  her  terri- 
tories, Japan  did  not  acquire  the  right  to 
exclude  them  from  other  portions.  She 
possessed  that  right  always.  It  were 
equally  logical  to  say  that  when  the  owner 
of  a  yen  spends  a  sen  he  thereby  acquires 
the  right  of  saving  ninety-nine  sen.  Japan's 
right  to  impose  limits  on  foreign  trade, 
travel,  residence,  ownership  of  real  estate, 
and  so  forth  within  her  realm,  is  never 
impaired  unless  she  surrenders  it  volun- 
tarily or  is  deprived  of  it  by  force. 
Even  though  she  openly  allowed  fo- 
reigners to  own  real  property  or  organize 
businesses  outside  the  limits  fixed  by 
treaty,  her  right  to  withhold  such  privileges 
would  remain  intact.  How  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  her  right  is  assailed  or  im- 
perilled by  acts  in  connection  with  which 
grave  risks  are  taken  solely  in  deference 
to  laws  expressing  that  right?  In  the 
rare  cases  of  foreigners  acquiring  real 
estate  or  carrying  on  tradal  operations 
beyond  treaty  limits,  they  do  so  in  Japanese 
names  entirely  because  the  laws  of  Japan 
forbid  them  to  do  it  in  their  own  names. 
The  very  methods  which  they  resort  to  in 
pursuit  of  their  purpose  amount  to  a  re- 
cognition of  Japan's  right  to  control  them. 
Strict  enforcement  of  the  treaties  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Japan's  rights, 
except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  counted  a 
device  for  hastening  the  recovery  of  her 
tariff  and  judicial  autonomy.  What  the 
advocates  of  the  measure  recommend  is 
that  she  should  ungraciously  withdraw  pri- 
vileges voluntarily  granted  by  her,  and 
that  she  should  enact  uncivilized  laws  to 
restrain  her  subjects  from  acts  of  friendly 
cooperation  with  foreigners.  Until  these 
elementary  facts  are  understood,  it  is  hope- 
less to  expert  rational  discussion  of  the 
strict  enforcement  question.  We  should 
certainly  have  looked  for  better  understand- 
ing and  fuller  knowledge  in  the  columns 
of  a  periodical  like  the  Hyoron. 


A  WARDS  TO  JAPANESE  ART  AT 
CHICAGO. 


THAT  Japan  has  earned,  in  right  and  in 
fact,  a  place  as  one  of  the  nations  to  be 
reckoned  with  as  a  matter  of  course  in  all 
that  concerns  modern  progress  and  the 
elements  of  modern  civilization,  is  the  un- 
doubted fact  demonstrated  by  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition.  It  is  not  merely  that  im- 
partial and  intelligent  friends  of  Japanese 
havealvvaysheld  thathercivilization  entitles 
her  to  rank  with  Europe  and  America  as 
possessing  a  type  of  ethnologic  attainment 
differing  in  kind  only,  not  in  degree.  Her 
title,  alone  and  unacknowledged,  would 
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practically  avail  little.    What  we  find  to 
day  is  that  the  position  thus  claimed  for 
her  is  in  fact  conceded,  acted  on,  taken  for 
granted.    She  holds  it  de  facto,  not  mere- 
ly de  jure.    No  one  who  was  at  Chicago 
or  read  the  daily  accounts  of  the  doings 
there  could  fail   to  recognize  this.  Not 
reckoning  the  one  or  two  departments  in 
which  Japan  was  accorded  a  distinct  lead 
over  the  majority  of  other  nations,  we  are 
considering  only  the  fact  patent  to  all  that 
the  presence  of  Japan   as  an  exhibitor 
alongside   of  other  foreign   nations  was 
taken  as  much  as  a  matter  of  course  as  the 
presence  of  Russia,  Austria,  or  Italy.  This 
was   the  inevitable  impression  upon  the 
visitor,  however  unlearned  as  to  the  his- 
tory and  resources  of  Japan.    There  was 
no  important  building  or  exhibit  in  which 
Japan  was  not  represented  by  a  goodly 
share    of   space,— Manufactures,  Liberal 
Arts,   Fine  Arts,   Fisheries,  Transporta- 
tion, Anthropology,  Forestry,  Machinery, 
Agriculture,  Mining  ;  and  the  tea-house, 
the  temple  on  the  wooded  island,  and  the 
midway  bazaar  were  further  reminders  of 
her  enterprise  and  her   prolific  activity. 
In  at  least  two  departments  her  exhibits 
received  special  praise  from   experts,  in 
the   critical   reviews    of    the  New  York 
Nation,  for  the  skilful  and  effective  mode 
of  display. 

Of  course  the  strongest  showing  was 
made  in  the  Fine  Arts  display,  and  in  the 
exhibit,  in  the  Manufactures  Section  of 
products  that  did  not  quite  come  within  the 
pale  of  the  Fine  Arts.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  note  the  general  result  of  the  awards  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Department,  as  indicating 
the  appreciation  which  Japanese  work 
found  among  the  representative  critics  of 
the  West.     The  juries  were  : — 

Paintings  and  Drawings.— Groups  140,  141, 
142,  M4- 

Thomas  Allen,  Luis  Apol,  Guido  Boggiani,  J. 
G    Brown,  A.  G.  del  Campillo,  Wm.  M.  Chase, 
Guiseppe  Coze-za,  M.s.  Cla.ice  de  CW  Cotter, 
Henry  W.  B    Davis,  A.  Del..*.  A"Kel»  del  Ne.o, 
Ludwig  Dici,  J.  I^picia,  H.  F.  F*."y,  E-..«t  F. 
Fenelosa,  Johannes   Gele.  t,   R-Swaiji  Giff-d, 
Andreas  G.oll,  Theo.   G.oll,    Thos.  Hovenden, 
Alf.ed  W.  Hum,  H.  Katitsch,  John  Le  Faigt, 
Ca.l  Man,  Gari  Matchers,  Frank  D.  Millet,  G. 
W.  Maynarrfj  J.  C.  Nicpll,  Ad.ian  Parad.s  Val 
C.  P.insep,   Fanny  Zanipini  Salazar,   Hugo  Sell 
nars-Alqnist,  Wallet  Shi.  law,  Maty   M.  Solan, 
Hubert  Vos,  W.  WhiUeridge,  Andreas  [..  Zom. 
Ftchings,  Engravings,  and  Prints. 
Group  143- 
Ino  P.  Davis,  Fredeiick  Dielman,  Titos.  Grojj« 
Emily  Saitaiti,   Hotomiclti   Sluigio,   Ernest  K 
Fenelosa,  Frank  Short,  Htibei  t  Vos,  Andreas  ^ 
Zorn,    Oh "     L.    Wa.ne.,   Johannes    Gelert,  H 
Katitsclt,  F.  E.  Triebel,  A.tgelo  del  Ne.o,  W. 
Caittalamessa  Papotii,  Daniel  C.  French,  Pei 
nando  Miranda,  And.eas  L.  Zom. 

Architecture.— Groups  139  and  145- 
Wm.  Emerson,  W.  P.  P.  Longfellow,  F.  Jaffe, 
H.  von  Schmidt,  Guiseppe  Speia. 

Sculpture.— Groups  139  and  145- 
Thos.  B.ocW,  Rudolpho  Beinardelli,  Eiitesl  F. 
Fenelosa,  Guiseppe  Spera,  Max  Knise. 

Ill  tbe  group  "  Paintings"  some  50  entries 
were  made,  of  which  17  received  prizes,— a 
proportion  of  nearly  one-third.  Mr.  HASHI- 
MOTO GAHO,  of  course  was  medalled  for 
his  single  piece,  a  beautiful  landscape; 
and  Mr.  KUMAGAYE  NAOHIKO,  likewise 


with   a  single  landscape,  fared  similarly 
This   we  had   anticipated.     But  it  seems 
incredible  that  the  "  Cocks  and  Hens  on  a 
Cart  in  Snow"  of  the  master  WATANABE 
should  have  been  passed  over  without  re- 
cognition ;  to  such  an  omission  we  cannot 
reconcile  ourselves,  especially  as  this  was 
the  single  piece  shown  by  the  remarkable 
painter.   The  other  awards  went  as  follow  : 
HARA  Ryutarq,  "Falcon  on   a  Pine;" 
HASEGAWA    GYOKUJUN,    "  Kingkakuji  ;" 
IMAO  KEINEN,  "Carp  Swimming;"  KANO 
TOMONOBU,  "  Heichi  Battle  ;"  KlSHI  CHI- 
KUDO,   "Tiger;"  KOSEI  SHOSEKI,  "  Sho- 
toku-Taishi  ;"  MORI   SHUNGAKU,  "  Eagle 
watching  for  Prey  ;"  MUMEMURA  KEIZAN, 
"Autumn   Flowers  in   Moonlight;"  No- 
GUCHI  YUKOKU,    "Carp;"    OGATA  GEK- 
KO,  "Sanno  Festival;"  TAKEUCHI  SEIHO, 
Landscape  ;"  TAKI   KEITEI,   "  Peacocks  ;" 
TANIGUCHI  Ko«CYO,  "Cherry-Flower  Pic- 
nic," T AS AKI SAKAN,  "Top  of  Fuji  -san  above 
theClouds."  Of  these  the  specially  meritori- 
ous ones  were  Mr.  TASAKl'S  impressive 
"  Fuji-san  ;  "     Mr.    KlSHl's  magnificent 
"Tiger/'  far  superior  to  a  Tiger  in  the 
French  exhibit;  and  Mr.  Imao'S  "Carp," 
fish  such  as  only   a  Japanese   has  ever 
painted.    The  paintings  in  oil  were  three 
only,  and  were  not  worthy  to  rank  with  a 
single  oil  in  the  whole  Western  exhibit. 

Turning   to   metal    pieces   (which  are 
classed  in    the  Catalogue    partly  under 
Sculpture  and  partly  under  Metal  Work,) 
we    find    some   27  entries    winning  12 
medals.     Taken  for  granted,  of  course, 
was  the  medal  to NATSUO  (entered  as  KANO 
NATSUNO),   accounted  by   Japanese  the 
greatest  living  master  of  the  katakiri  en 
graving,  for  his  shibuichi  plaque  of  "  He- 
rons by  the   Reeds."      SHOM1N,  equally 
the  foremost  in  the  niku-bori,  or  relief 
work    style,  is  duly  recognized    for  his 
plaque  the  Kanjogaku  dance  ;  his  tablets 
of  a   "Rakan"  (saint)  and   "Frog  Her 
mit"    also    were    medalled.    Similar  re 
cognition  is  also  given  to  KAJ1MA  IPPE1, 
for  his  "  Landscape  "  plaque,  which  shows 
his   special   eminence  in  metal-inlaying. 
The   pieces    sent  by    the    masters  ITO 
KATSUMI    and    OYANO    MATSUYOSHl  do 
not  appear    to  have   found  a   place  in 
the  final  exhibit;  but  medals  were  very 
properly    given    lo     KAGAWA  KATSU 
HIRO  (a  plaque   of   "Monkeys"),  JOMI 
ElYU  ("No-dance"),  and  SAWADA  GlN 
JURO  ("Sixteen  Rakani").    SHOAMI  Ka 

tsuyoshi,    Miyamoto   Katsu,  Name 

KAWA  SADAKUTA,  and  TSUKATA  SHUKYO, 
each  a  man  of  merit,  failed  to  get  medals, 
and  to  these  must  be  added,  singularly 
enough,  the  "  Desk-Screen  "  of  KANAYE 
GOROSABURO  of  Kyoto  (landscape  on  one 
side,  moon  and  bamboo  on  the  other),  the 
most  famous  representative  of  Kyoto  work. 
However,  Mr.  NAMEKAWA  had  the  satis- 
faction of  selling  bis  un-medalled  censer 
for  $?oo.  The  signal  success  was  that  of 
OKAZAKI  SESSEl,  now  recognized  as  one 
of  the  greatest  workers  in  bronze.  Of 
his  four  entries  ("Eagle,"  «'  Kongoriki," 


■Dragons,"  "The  Goddess  Benten  "), 
everyone  was  medalled.  The  two  large 
"  Dragon  "  plaques  (almost  screens)attract- 
ed  wide  attention;  the  "Eagle"  was  not 
less  noticed  ;  and  the  "Goddess  Benten  '' 
achieved  the  distinction  of  reproduction 
in  the  pages  of  the  Century  Magazine,  to 
accompany  an  article  by  Mr.  FENOLOSA. 
Mr.  OKASAKI,  however,  divided  the  popular 
honours  with  Mr.  SUZUKI  CHOK1CHI, 
whose  "  Twelve  Hawks,"  most  effectively 
arranged  in  a  large  alcove  in  the  Upper 
Gallery,  commanded  instantand  unqualified 
admiration  from  every  observer.  The 
"  Hawks,"  of  course,  were  medalled.  The 
iron  eagle  from  Mr.  SH1NJIRO  ITAO  was 
also  duly  rewarded. 

In    Carving,    the    entries  are    13  and 
the  medals  6.     Foremost,  of  course,  in 
vory,   comes   the   "  Kwannon  "   of  ISH1- 
KAWA  MlTSUAKI,  a  figure  of  ivory  over 
a  foot  high  which  attracted  the  attention 
of  thousands.    This  and  Mr.  ISHIKAWA'S 
other  piece,  "  Sekiza  Kwannon  "  (wood), 
were  both  medalled.    The  same  reward 
was  not  given  to  the  successful  "Boy  with 
Fowl  and   Cat"   of    Mr.    ASAHI  HATSU 
(Meido),  nor  to  Mr.  SHIMAMURA  SHUN- 
MEl'S  Japanese  warrior,  "  Kamatari."  But 
due  recognition  fell  to  Mr.  YAMADA  KlSAI, 
one    of    the    greatest    Japanese  glyptic 
artists.    Both  of  his  entries,  the  "Scene 
from  the  Gempei  Wars"  (a  band  of  men- 
at-arms),  and  the  "Wrestler,"  were  de- 
servedly  medalled.     We  cannot  accept 
the  verdict  of  the  jury   in   ignoring  the 
"  Monkey  holding  an   Eagle's  Feather  " 
of  TAKAMURA  KOUN,  the  professor  in  the 
Tokyo  Art  School,  and  an  equally  great 
artist.    Finally  are  to  be  noticed  the  prizes 
going  to  the  great  ASAHI  GYOKUSAN  for 
the  wooden  figure  of  IKKYU,  the  Buddhist 
priest,  and  the  ivory  skull  which  the  priest 
carries.     Both  were  medalled,  but  the 
cataloguers  seem   to  have  blundered  in 
attributing  the  wooden  figure  to  a  mythical 
ASAHI  OKIOKA  or  ElZO.   Indeed,  the  cata- 
logue-making in    the    Japanese  section, 
with    true  Japanese   perversity    on  this 
point,  was  made  up  by  a  Japanese  and 
not  subjected  to  foreign  revision  ;  so  that 
we  find  not  merelv  false  transliteration, 
but  such  solecisms  as  "  A  Japanese  Great 
Thinker;"   "The  top  of  Fujisan  above 
cloud;"  "Two  eagles  to  take  a  rabbit;" 
"lncenser,"  and  the  like,  which  really  do 
serve  as  "incensers"    of  the  wrath  of 
those  who  would  like  to  see  Japan's  talents 
fully  recognized  by  the  world. 

The  Cloisonne  exhibit  in  the  Fine  Arts 
section  is  small,  most  of  the  Cloisonne 
having  gone  into  the  Manufactures  ex- 
hibit.  Of  6  entries  here,  2  were  medalled, 
_the  "God  Hotei"  (panel)  of  Mr.  KA- 
WADE  SH1BATARO  and  the  "Chickens" 
of  Mr.  NAMIKAWA  SOSUKE.  Both  of 
these  were  sold.  The  latter  is  a  really 
wonderful  piece,  and  fared  better  than 
the  curious  "  Fuji's  Peak  above  the 
Clouds"  which  the  same  master  sent  and 


had  placed  among  the  paintings. 
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of  three  pieces — censer  and  two  vases — 
by  Mi.  SUZUKI  ShiroyEMON,  which  stand 
over  8  feet  high  and  took  4  years  in  the 
making,  found  a  place  after  all,  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Section,  and  attracted  universal 
attention  in  their  very  conspicuous  place. 
They  were  not  medalled,  however,  for  the 
jury  seem  to  have  thought  the  achieve- 
ment, though  wonderful,  did  not  aim  high 
enough  artistically. 

In  Lacquer-work,  we  find  18  entries  and 
8  medals.  The  latter  go  to  Mr.  Kawa- 
NABE  ICHl'S  double  gold  box  with  flowers  ; 
Mr.  IGARASHI  TAJIRO'S  table,  writing 
case,  and  box  with  writing  case  (three 
pieces  and  three  medals)  ;  Mr.  ASANO 
SOZABURO'S  fan-medallioned  box  ;  Mr 
MORIMURA  ICHITARO'S  cabinet  ;  and  Mr. 
MOR1SH1TA  MORIHACHl'S  butterflied  box. 
The  wonderful  alcove  scroll-stand  (shoda- 
na)  sent  by  Mr.  SHIRAYAMA  FUKUMATSU 
seems  not  to  have  found  a  place  in  the 
exhibit. 

Turning  to  Porcelain,  we  find  a  very 
small  representation  in  the  Fine  Arts  Sec- 
tion (all  sorts  and  kinds  being  duly  shown 
under  Manufactures).  The  exhibit  is  in 
reality  an  exposition  of  the  marvellous 
successes  of  MlYAGAWA  KOZAN  (MAKUZU 
of  Yokohama),  and  of  TAKEMOTO  HAYATO 
(of  Tokyo).  The  former  contributes  a  set 
of  pieces  numbered  83  to  189  in  various 
forms,  most  of  them  being  exhibited  by  the 
connoisseur  HAYASHI  Tadamasa  of  Tokyo. 
These  Makuzu  pieces  have  taken  the 
public  by  storm,  for  the  "Sold"  ticket 
appears  on  the  great  majority  of  them, 
and  that  though  prices  are  asked  some  five 
or  six  times  as  high  as  the  prices  in  Japan. 
Besides  the  medal  to  the  HAYASHI  collection 
of  100  pieces,  Mr.  MlYAGAWA  takes  4others 
— one  each  for  the  two  peach-blow  vases 
decorated  with  dragons  (one  sold  for  $250, 
the  other  for  $175)  and  two  others  for  two 
vases  decorated  with  plum-blossoms  and 
wave-dragons  respectively.  The  other  spe- 
cial showing  is  made  by  Mr.  TAKEMOTO 
HAYATO,  whose  beautiful  set  (exhibited  by 
Mr.  NAMIKAWA  Sosuke)  of  100  pieces, 
was  duly  medalled.  Seifu's  celadon  vase, 
somehow  or  other,  failed  of  a  medal, — un- 
fortunately, because  he  is  represented  by 
only  twoentries, — but  it  was  sold,  which  was 
more  than  happened  to  some  that  pleased 
the  jury.  No  medal  went  to  the  single  piece 
of  TAIZAN(Chrysanthemum  vase)  or  to  that 
of  HlGUCHI  (flower  vase)  ;  but  the  latter 
sold  for  $500.  Lovers  of  Japanese  things 
found  in  the  Manufactures  Building,  among 
much  that  was  purely  commercial,  a  great 
deal  of  the  best  work, — better  work  at 
least  than  much  of  what  other  nations 
sent.  It  is  worth  while  to  notice  that  the 
work  of  Miyagawa  Kozan  (Makuzu)  is 
receiving  the  sincerest  flattery  by  being 
imitated,  or  at  least  taken  as  a  foundation, 
by  a  Copenhagen  essay,  now  a  few  years 
old,  and  well  represented  in  Denmark's 
exhibit  of  Manufactures.  Some  of  the 
designs  are  utterly  and  purely  Japanese  in 
style  ;  but  the  whole  work,  while  wonderful 


and  attractive  in  its  results  and  even  for  a 
moment  convincing,  pales  instantly  when 
one  stands  before  the  cabinet  of  MlYA- 
GAWA'S  work  and  compares  the  products 
of  his  marvellous  kiln.  The  prices  asked 
for  the  Copenhagen  ware  are  simply  amus- 
ing in  their  exhorbitance. 

In  Textiles,  the  Exhibit  of  Japan  was 
beyond  description  admiration-compelling 
With  17  entries  it  took  9  medals.  First 
of  all  it  is  to  be  noted  that  of  the  six  en 
tries  of  Mr.  NlSHIMURA  SOZAYEMON,  the 
great  weaver  of  Kyoto,  all  but  one  were 
medalled,  No.  319  was  the  magnificent 
(embroidered)  six-leaved  screen  showing 
a  view  of  Higashi-yama  in  Kyoto  with 
cherry-boughs  sweeping  across  the  face  of 
the  picture  in  the  foreground  ;  this  piece 
was  perhaps  the  one  that  attracted  most 
attention  from  ordinary  observers.  No. 
320  was  the  panel  of  embroidery  repre- 
senting the  source  of  the  Hotsugawa. 
No. 321  was  the  embroidered  wall-hanging 
of  a  peacock  on  a  pine.  No.  322  was 
the  incomperable  six-leaved  screen  of  the 
Four  Seasons;  the  front  is  embroidered 
and  speaks  with  its  reality  ;  the  back  is  of 
cut  velvet  (yuzen-zome) .  No.  323  was 
the  large  arras  of  cut  velvet  representing 
the  Eight  Views  of  Lake  Biwa  ("  Eight 
Sceneries,"  as  the  cataloguer  smartly  puts 
it).  This  divided  the  honours  with  the  great 
tsuzure-weav'wg  arras  of  Mr.  KAWASHIMA 
JlMBEI  of  Kyoto.  The  latter  had  for  its 
subject  the  Festival  atNikko,  and  perhaps 
the  Higashi-yama  screen  of  Mr.  NlSHIMURA 
yielded  to  it  in  popular  attention  and 
favour.  It  was  duly  medalled,  and  will  re- 
main in  the  memory  of  every  visitor  as  one 
of  the  glories  of  the  Fair.  Medals  went 
also  and  worthily  to  the  pair  of  em- 
broidered hangings  by  Mr.  IlDA  SlNSHICHI 
of  Kyoto  (birds  and  flowers);  to  the  pair 
of  embroidered  portieres  (peacocks  and 
kiku)  by  Mr.  Omura  Wakichiro  (ShiRO- 
ROKIYa)  of  Tokyo ;  and  to  the  Gion  Festival 
arras  of  Mr.  SASAKI  SEIKICHI  of  Kyoto. 

Lovers  of  Japan  may  well  be  satisfied 
with  its  showing  at  the  Exposition.  In 
most  that  goes  to  decorate  and  beautify, 
the  chief  places  in  the  awards  have  steadily 
been  given  to  Japan  and  Germany.  Japan 
has  proved  itself  one  of  the  foremost  rivals 
among  nations  in  some  of  the  highest  de- 
partments of  human  activity. 


MR.  SAITO  SHUICHIRO. 


THE  noisy  factions  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives have  achieved  one  suc- 
cess :  they  have  brought  about  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.SAIToSHUICHIRO,Vice-Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  If  any  one 
were  asked  to  state  the  reasons  for  this 
step,  he  would  be  puzzled  to  formulate 
anything  worthy  of  serious  attention.  Mr. 
SAITO  is  conspicuously  one  of  the  ablest  of 
Japan's  rising  statesmen.  Educated  in 
America,  where  for  many  years  he  breathed 
the  atmosphere  of  liberal  institutions,  he 
returned  to  Japan  precisely  at  a  time  when' 


the  services  of  such  a  man  seemed  likely 
to  be  of  public  benefit.    An  enemy  of  red 
tape  in  every  form,  a  man  of  quick  judg- 
ment, prompt  action,  and  ready  resource, 
his  exceptional   merits  were  almost  im- 
mediately recognized  by  the  then  Minister 
for  Foreign   Affairs,  Count  Inouye,  and 
after  a  process  of  introduction  character- 
istic alike  of  the  Minister's  sans-gine  and 
the  young  aspirant's  directness,  Mr.  SAITO 
found  himself  appointed  to  a  position  of 
trust  in  the  Foreign  Office.  That  was  about 
the  year   1883,  if  we  remember  rightly. 
Preferment  followed  quickly,    and  after 
nine  years,  a  service  of  exceptionally  short 
duration  even  in  Japan,  he  received  the 
high    appointment    of   Vice-Minister  of 
State    for    Agriculture    and  Commerce. 
Such  a  career  is,  we  fancy,  almost  unpre- 
cedented, but  no  one  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Saito'S  capacity  can  entertain  any  rea- 
sonable doubt    that  his    promotion  was 
amply  deserved.    It  is  precisely  on  a  man 
of  Mr.  SAITO'S  type  that  we  should  expect 
the  eyes  of  modern  Japanese  politicians  to 
be  fixed  with  approval,  for  he  holds  firmly 
to  the  republican  doctrine  that  the  official 
is  the  servant  of  the  tax-payer,  and  that,  re- 
cognizing his  duty  in  that  sense,  he  ought 
to  place  every  possible  facility  in  the  way 
of  the  public  and  to  subserve  administra- 
tive functions,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  people.    Yet,  by  a  strange 
waywardness  of  fate,  or  rather,  let  us  say, 
by  the  crookedness  of  Japanese  political 
agitators,    he    seems    to    have    fallen  a 
victim  to  the  exercise  of  the  very  qualities 
that  ought    to    have  won    the  applause 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.    But  of 
course  the  crimes   laid  at    Mr.  SAITO'S 
door  are  not  the  real  cause  of  his  tem- 
porary retirement  from  office.     What  he 
is  nominally  charged  with  is  being  too  un- 
official ;  too  accessible  to  the  general  pub- 
lic; too    ready  to  associate  with  men  of 
business;  too  much  inclined  to  give  prac- 
tical effect  to  the  principle  that  legislative 
and  administrative  processes  ought  above 
all  things  to  be  adapted  to  the  people  who 
have  to  observe  them,  and  that  the  con- 
sequent duty  of  legislators  and  adminis- 
trators is  toneglectnomeans  of  acquainting 
themselves  with  the  views  of  experts  in 
every   branch  of  life.    It  seems   like  an 
incredible  burlesque  that  politicians  clam- 
ouring for  government  by  party,  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise,  liberty  of  speech, 
and  all  the  other  apparatus  of  a  popular 
polity,  should  cry  out  against   an  official 
for  being  over-ready  to  associate  with  the 
people.    Nevertheless,  that    is  the  pre- 
tended  accusation    against    Mr.  SAITO. 
There  is  indeed  the  supplementary  charge 
that  he  accepted  a  gold  watch.    But  con- 
sidering  that    the    presentation    of  the 
watch,  its   receipt,    and    all  the  circum- 
stances connected    with    the  affair  were 
not  only  endorsed  by  the  Minister  of  Mr. 
Saito'S  Department  at  the  time,  but  were 
also  published  in  the  newspapers  and  re- 
garded as  perfectly  legitimate  and  natural 
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until  placed  under  the  exceedingly  distort- 
ing lens  of  political  agitation,  it  would 
be    equally  reasonable  to  say  that  Mr. 
GLADSTONE  had  betrayed  his  Sovereign's 
trust  because  he  received  a  gold  hatchet 
from  some  admirers  of  his  octogenarian 
athletics,  or  that  Lord    SALISBURY  was 
unfitted  to  hold  office  because  he  accepted 
a  service  of  plate  from  an  admiring  con- 
stituency.   All  this  farcical  arraignment 
of  Mr.  SAITO  by  the  snowy-handed  politi- 
cians of  the  Lower  House  deceives  no  one, 
least  of  all  themselves.    Mr.  SAITO  be- 
came a  target  of  attack,  not  because  of 
his  faults,  but  because  of  his  merits.  He 
was  too  zealous,  too  able,  and  too  astute 
for  the  enemies  of  the  Cabinet.    He  at 
tracted  their  assault  because  of  his  pro- 
minence  and  his  promise,  and    we  are 
persuaded  that  the  injustice  of  which  he  is 
now  the  victim  will  ultimately  contribute 
to  his  official  success.    But  although  it  is 
not  possible  to  anticipate  any  permanent 
injury  to  Mr.  SAITO  from  a  cause  so  illo- 
gical and  incongruous,  we  cannot  escape 
an  uneasy  feeling  that  the  Opposition,  by 
indirect  and  unforeseen  means,  has  dealt 
the  Government  a  severe  blow  in  this 
matter.    If  Mr.  SAITO  is  to  be  the  sufferer 
under   such  circumstances,    who  among 
officials    can    count    himself   safe?  We 
should  have  thought  that  if  the  Cabinet 
had  any  thorough    desire    to  withstand 
the  unfairness  and  malevolence  of  the 
Opposition,  it  would  have    chosen  this 
occasion  to  assert  its  determination.  Mr. 
SAITO  mav  not  possess  claims  such  as 
are  usually   supposed    to    influence  the 
choice   of  higher   officials,   but   he  cer- 
tainly  does   possess    claims   that  ought 
to  command  the  earnest  support  of  the 
present  Cabinet,  and  when  we  see  a  man 
like  him  sacrificed  to  a  mob  of  political 
agitators  while   the  real  object  of  their 
onset  remains  placidly  at  his  post,  we  dis- 
cover justification  for  the  often-preferred 
charge  that  personal  considerations  have 
sometimes  more  weight  than  moral  attri- 
butes in  determining  tenure  of  office.  An 
exhibition  of  that  kind  tends  to  weaken 
the  Cabinet  much  more  than  the  assaults 
of  politicians  such  as  those  who  frothed 
and  fumed  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
a  few  days  ago. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

-  

the  Seductions  they  may  choose  to  d-aw  there.rom.] 


THE  SITUATION. 


To  the  Kditor  of  thk  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— Japanese  national  interests  are  now  in 
a  condition  demanding  lite  most  untiring  efforts 
of  ll.e  Government  to  p.event  ret.  og.  ess.  on 
that  ihiMtew  the  effacement  of  the  grand  pro- 
K,ess  made  l.y  the  Empire"  during  the  las.  twenty 
vea.s  TlwougH  troublous  times  the  people  have 
made  steady  advancement  in  many  directions. 
Though  discontent  .ega.ding  methods  has  Iron, 
time  10  lime  manifested  ilself,  and  design, ng  ...al- 
Content*.  «<nde.  the  mantle  of  conse.  va.ive  ideas 
have  done  their  best  to  hinder  an  enlightened 


development    upon    lines    other   than  Japanese, 
Western  ideas  have  been  gradually  bea.mg  Hint 
10  that  extent  that  it  would  seem  that  hosl.l.iy 
should  have  become  disarmed  and  the  advantages 
consequent  upon  the  adaptation  of  matters  to  bung 
them  into  unison   with  the  accepted  condition  of 
ihe  civilized  wo.ld,  a  condition  thai  has  .equued 
centuries  to  elabo.ate,  could  be  .list. nelly  seen. 
Yet  the  woild  is  now  confronted  with  the  know- 
ledge that   Iheie   is  a    spi.it    ab.  oad   in  Japan 
that  would  eschew  the  teachings  of  the  age  and 
ignore  the  esteem  and  .espect  of  Western  Na- 
tions that  have  been  patiently  awaiting  the  lime 
when  they  could  enter  upon  a  cou.se  of  complete 
■  ecip.oc.ty.      The  people  of  Japan  should  have 
learned  du.ing  the  yea.s  of  tllei.   experience  in 
matte,  s  international   that  there  are  two  g.  and 
fotces  at  work  in  the  wo.ld;  coe.cion  and  f.aie.- 
nisalion.    They   should  also  have   learned  from 
what  has  transpired  in  the  history  of  l  ie  wo.ld, 
that  no  nation  or    people  conside.ed  of  import- 
ance    in     rounding     out    and     completing  the 
structure  of  civilization,  as  fashioned   by  Occi- 
dental   nations,    can    escape  f.om    the  require- 
menls  demanded  to  b.ing  it  into  unison  with  that 
civilization.    The  maid,  of  Western  civilization, 
a  civilization   faulty  in    many  things,  though  it 
may  be,  cannot  be  co.nbalted  with  any  hope  of 
ultimate  success.    The  last  qua.  ter  of  tills  century 
has  demonstrated  that  most  conclusively.  Japan 
is  he.  self  a  most  iinpo.tant  example  III  thai  duec 
lion     Oneof  the  potent  facto. s  in  Us  constitution  is 
commerce,  audit  guards  with  a  jealous  eye  all  that 
anpe.  tains  to  its  multifa.  lious  ramifications.     1  he 
demands  of  comme.ee  h. ought  Japan  inlo  ll.e 
family  of  nations  ;  the  needs  of  commerce  made 
Shimonoseki  h.slo.ic,  and  should  not  be  lo.  gotten 
by   the  people  of  this  land,  neither  should  they 
fo.get  that  they   were  ready  to  make  war  upon 
Korea  on  account  of  a  commercial  matter  con- 
nected with  a  paltry  Hade  in  beans,  manifesting 
fully  as  a.  bili  ary  a  spirit  as  any  western  people 
had  shown  toward  Japan. 

lapan,  being  a  member  of  the  family  of  nations, 
as  duties  to  perform  as  well  as  benefits  to  .  eceive. 
As    well    as    she    is    able,    she    must     keep  up 
w.th  the  spirit  of  the  age.     She  must  be  one  of  .he 
j.ivers  or  one  of  the  driven.    She  must  range 
t.e.self  will,  the  nations  that  lead  or  suffer- 1 he 
humiliation  of  being  t.ealed  asalagga.d  bhe 
must  fraternize  or  be  coe.ced  ;  having  put  herself 
i„  national  harness  she  must  work  well  in  the  collar 
or  be  b.uised  ;  kicking  in  ll.e  traces  will  not  release 
her  f.om  the  pe.fo.mance  of  her  destined  wo.  Ic. 
In  view  of  what  the  Parliament  has  attempted 
du.ing  its  sittings  in  ll.e  p.esenl  session,  the  con- 
servation of   the  besl   interests    0     the  Empire 
demanded    its   discontinuance.     I  hat    a    sel  of 
obstructionists   who  sought  only  to  e.nba, .  ass  the 
Government  and  p.ovoke  Hie  hostility  of  the  Oc- 
cidental world    should    be    allowed    further  op- 
po.tunity  to  plunge  »'e  "Wiry  1.U0  a  position 
from    which  the  only  exit  can  be  through  hum. 
Nation,  was  only  tempting  fate      Being  far  more 
dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  Hie  empire  than 
the   same   number  of    delibe.ate  traitor?  could 
possibly    manage    to    be,    they    are    sen  back 
To  their    constituencies  shorn  of  the  p.ivilege  of 
parliamentary  importance.    As  these  me.,  were 
the  representatives  of  the  constituencies  electing 
,hem,  and  il  being,  in  the  nature  of  things  ..at...  al 
,o  believe  thai   their   constituents  we.  e  patriotic 
and  loyal  .0  thei.  count,  y  and  then   sovereign  .1 
follows  that  these  men  must  have  been  elected  by 
an  ill-advised  majority.   Many  limes  men  go  w.ong 
while  acting  from  the  best  of  motives.  Another 
Pa.liame.il  is  to  be  called  into  existence  constitu- 
tionally.    The  Government  should  cleady  and 
distinctly  stale  to  the  people,  through  the  medium 
of  a  manifesto,  jusl>what  is  lo  be  the  policy  thai 
will  be  followed  in  ■  egard  .0  ihe  fo.  e.g..  relations 
of  .he   Empire   as  well  as  its  domestic  aftat.S. 
Evtrv  man  entitled  .0  the  elective  f.  anchise  should 
l,e  placed  in  possession  of  thai  manifesto;  the 

M.npo.le.s  of    the    Government   should    make  an 

educational  campaign  among  the  people,  l  ie  Go- 
ven.meut  awaiting  the  vei  diet  will,  calm  dignity 
No  Government  official  should  be  allowed  o  use 
|)is  official  position  ill  behalf  of  any  candidate 
(11,de.  penally  of  forfeiture  of  office.  Lei  a  Par 
liamenl  representing  the  unbought.  untrammelled 
sentiment  of  the  people  be  assembled.  A  gove.  n- 
ment  that  has  to,  o.  does,  pin  chase  its  suppli- 
ers is  bank.  up.  ...  the  confidence  of  the  people 
If  the  newly  elected  Parliament  should  p.  ove  lo  be 
„f  the  same  obstructive  charade,  as  the  last  body 
,hen  it  would  be  a  grander  display  of  Imperial 
benevolence  to  p.  ..claim  the  lapse  of  the  constitu- 
tion pending  the  settlement  of  all  matters  connected 
with  the  attitude  of  the  Empii  e  vis  a-vis  the  1  rea.y 
Powers,  than  was  the  bestowal  thereof.  II  Ihe 
people  have  no  more  .everenceor  regard  lo.  HIS 
Imperial  Majesty  than  to  render  ll.em  callous 
10    the    welfa.e   of   the    empire    unless  ce.tain 


of  his  chosen  Ministe.s  are  driven  from  ihen 
official  positions  because  they  belong  to  cer- 
tain clans  long  ago  welded  in  the  great  body 
politic,  they  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  legislative 
duties  and  privileges.  If  they  allow  old  clan 
,  ivalry  tO  obscure  their  judgment  and  strangle 
thei.  patriotism,  they  su.ely  a.e  not  competent  lo 
administer  the  affai.s  of  the  Empire  What  is 
le.nied  "clan  gove.  ument  "  is  only  the  expression 
of  His  Impe.ial  Majesty's  desi.e,  thiotigh  ce.tain 
mediates  of  his  choice.  Reverence  is  growing 
scant  when  the  people  seek  to  dictate  to  His 
Majesty  who  shall  be  his  ti  listed  Ministers.  There 
ai e  crucial 

pe.iodsin  the  affai.s  of  nations,  when 
prompt  and  firm  action  may  avert  disaster  or 
vacillation  precipitate  complications  that  email 
calamitous  lesulls.  Japan  is  now  on  the  thres- 
hold of  the  grand  ct  isis  of  her  national  existence  ! 
That  it  may  be  passed  in  safely,  heroic  measmesa.e 
necessary.  A  falle.ing  policy  neve,  yel  conserved 
national  p.ospei  ity. 

Respectfully,  X- 
Yokohama,  January  8ih,  1894. 


POLITICS  IN  KOCHI. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir,  When  I  an  ived  here  in  the  middle  of  June 

last,  the  political  atmosphe.e  of  Kochi,  strongly 
overcha.ged  with  elect,  icily,  was  about  lo  explode. 
The  members  of  the  Local  Assembly  had  passed  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Governor  and 
wete  about  to  pass  a  unanimous  resolution  for  his 
lemoval.     Since  then,  however,  the  times  have 
happily  unde.gone  a  complete  change,  and  Kochi, 
which  for  many  months  had   been  in  a  stale  of 
chronic  agitation,  is  now  calm    and  cloudless. 
Vaiious  circumstances  have  combined  to  b.ing 
about  this  desirable  stale,  the  most  prominent  of 
which  may  easily  be  desc.ibed.    In  the  first  place, 
ihe  influence  of  one   (the    Kokuminha)    of  the 
two  parlies  which  divided,  as  they  still  to  some 
extent    divide,  the    Kochi    community    into  two 
distinct    and     antagonistic    sections,    has  con- 
siderably declined,  and  the  members  of  the  Local 
Assembly  consist  al  p.esent  only  of  Radicals.  In 
the  second  place,  the  two  questions — one,  ihe  dis- 
posal of  office,  s  who  exe.led  themselves  illegally 
in  favour  of  the  Government  in  the  last  election, 
and    the    other,    the    refo.m    of    the  Ordinary 
Middle  School — have  been  solved  lo  the  satisfac- 
tion of  Ihe  public.     As  a  result  of  these  and  other 
circumstances,  ihe   Budgel  of  the  coming  fiscal 
yea.  was  approved  by  ihe  membe.sof  ihe  Local 
Assembly  with    only  a  slight  change,  and  1110.  e- 
over  the  officers  of  the  Kencho  and   the  people, 
hitherto  gla.ing  at  each  oilier  from  hostile  camps, 
have  laid  down  their  arms  and  come  out  lo  shake 
hands  with  a  feeling  of  co.dial  friendship.  Ills 
to  be  earnestly  desired  that  ibis  happy  state  of 
things  will  long  continue,  and  further,  since  now 
even  Tosa,  which  is  said  to  be  the  most  difficult  of 
prefectures  to  deal  with,  is  calm  and  quiet,  il  is 
to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  other  sections  of  ihe 
country  will  follow  the  good  example. 

I  remain,  &c,                                      K.  C. 
Kochi,  Tosa,  December  29th,  1893.   


IMPERIA  L  RAIL  WA  FDEPA  R  TMENT. 
 ♦  

Annual  Rkpoht  of  the  Imperial  Railway  De- 
partment FOR  THE  2STH    FiSCaI.  YEAR  OF  MkIJI, 

April  1892  to  March  1893. 

In  continuation  of  the  annual  repoit  for  the  p.e- 
vious  fiscal  year,  the  following  report  is  now  made 
on  the  general  condition  of  works  undeitaken 
dm  ing  the  yeai  beginning  will.  April,  1892,  and 
ending  at  the  close  of  March,  1893,  and  on  the 
principal  featu.es  in  connection  with  financial 
ffai.s  du.ing  that  pe.iod.  The  division  ando.de. 
,,f  headings  in  the  present  I  epoi  I  a.e  modelled  afler 
the  last  annual  .epoi  I,  and  a.e  as  follow  :  — 

1.  Su.veyof  Railway  Routes. 

2.  Gene,  a  I  Condi  lion  of  wo.  ks  on  d  iff  ei  en  I  lines :  — 
Yokoga  wa-  Kat  uizawa  Section. 
Tokyo- Kobe  Section. 
Takasaki  Y"kogawa  Section. 
Ka.  uizawa  Naoetsu  Section. 

3.  Finance — Capital  Account. 

4.  General  Condition  of  Traffic. 

5.  Finance  —  Revenue  Accoi.nl. 

6.  P.ivate  Railway  lines. 
APPENDIX. 

Table  No.  I.  —  Detailed  sialement  of  Expendi- 
ture on  Capital  Account. 

Table  N<>.  2.— Detailed  statement  of  Receipts 
and  Expendiliu  es  on  RevenueAccounl. 
Table  No.  3. — Gene.al  Balance  sheet. 
Table  No  4. — Rolling  Stock  Ret...  ns  fo.  the  end 
of  ihe  251).  fiscal  year,  t 

Table  No.  5  — Statistics  of  Passenger  Tiaffic. 
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Table  No.  6. — Statistics  of  Goods  Tiaffic,  Wul 

tot  al  X.I  •""  M  llOBjJBSi 

Table  No.  7. — Locomotive  Mileages  of  the  dif 

fei  rill  Sect  ions. 

Table  No.  8. —  List  of  Deaths  and  Injuries 
among  passenget  s,  staff,  and  otliers  in  the  diffei  enl 
sections  during  the  251I1  fiscal  year. 

Table  No.  9.  —  List  of  Casualties  and  Accidents 
in  connection  with  the  running  of  trains  in  the 
diffeient  sections  dining  the  25th  fiscal  yeai. 

Table  No.  10.  —  Coinpai  alive  ta!)le  of  the  earn- 
ings, expenditin  es,  &c,  of  ihe  Private  Railway 
Companies,  during  Ihe  25th  fiscal  year. 

Table  No.  11.  —  Rolling  Stock  Returns  of  the 
Private  Railway  Companies  for  the  end  of  the  25th 
fiscal  year. 

Survey  of  Railway  Routes. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Law  No. 
4  for  the  Construction  of  Railways  pi  omulgaied 
in  |nne,  1892,  and  the  anlhoi  ity  given  nndet  the 
Minister  ot  Stale  for  Home  Affairs'  Older  No. 
434,  relative  to  the  Expenditin  es  for  the  piosecn- 
tion  of  surveys  of  railway  lines  throughout  the 
Euipue,  a  Boaid  for  the  Investigation  of  Railway 
Routes  was  established  in  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment. Under  the  supervision  of  this  Board,  the 
suiveys  and  examinations  of  the  different  lines  of 
railway  to  be  laid  within  the  fiist  construction 
pei  iod  specified  in  the  clause  No.  7  of  the  Law  for 
the  Construction  of  Railways,  were  begun  in  the 
early  pai  t  of  August,  1892.  The  field  woik  was 
bi  ought  to  an  end  in  December.  The  compila 
tion  of  di  a  wings  and  statistics  were  then  ptoceed- 
ed  with,  and  a  complete  report  of  the  results  of 
the  smveys  and  investigations  was  drawn  up  last 
February. 

The  lines  surveyed  and  their  lengths  are  as 
follow  :— 

THE  CENTRAL  SYSTEM. 

Miles.  Miles. 

Hachioji  to  Kofu    52 

Gotemba  to  Kofu   48^ 

Kofu  to  Suwa    38f 

Suwa  to  Nagoya  via.  Chikuma    l?9i 

Suwa  to  Nagoya  via.  Ina   142^ 


Total   

THE  HOKURIKU  SYSTEM. 

Tsui  uga  to  Toyama  ,  

THE  HOKU  ETSU  SYSTEM. 

Maebashi  to  Shibata   '34& 

Niizu  to  Niigata    io£ 

Toyono  to  Kawaguchi   59J 

Naoetsu  to  Ichinotsubo    49I 

Total   

THE  O  U  SYSTEM. 

Fukushima  to  Aomori  

THE  SANYO  SYSTEM. 

Hiroshima  to  Shimonoseki   157 

Kaidaichi  to  Kure    12^ 

Total   

THE  KYUSHU  SYSTEM. 

Saga  to  Nagasaki    ^gA 

Shinmura  to  Sasebo   13A 

Kumamoto  to  Misumi   22^ 


410? 


123^ 


Total 


THE  KINKI  SYSTEM  — (MAIZURU  LINE.) 
Kyoto  to  Maiziiru  (to  the  locality  of 

the  pioposed  Naval  Station)    62^ 

Tsuchiyaina  to  Ayabe   58 

Total   

THE  KINKI  SYSTEM  —  (WAKAYAMA  LINE.) 
Takala  to  Wakayama    45! 


2S4i 
298i 

169* 

1 1 1 

I20| 


gi  to  Tog« 

aka  to  Wakayama    46J 


Total 


LINES  FOR    CONNECTING  THE   SANIN  WITH 
SANYO  SYSTEM. 

Himeji  to  Tottori  and  Sakai    1354 

Okayama  to  Yoneko    92^ 

Km  ashiki  to  Neanie    67^ 


98* 
THE 


Total   

G>  and  Total 


295^ 


  1,882^ 

Note  :— Besides  the  above,  flyi  g  surveys  of  alternate  lines  of 
•ever&l  portions  of  these  routes,  covering  a  total  distance  of 
593  miles,  were  made 

The  expenditure  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  whole  of 
this  work  amounted  to  Yen  68,667. 

Ol  ihe  above  enumeiaird  lines  the  Construction 
of  the  Hokutiku  and  the  O  11  systems  was  decided 
upon,  and  on  the  25th  of  last  Match  final  tesolii- 
llon  was  taken  that  the  wm  ks  on  these  1  ail wa ys 
should    be  begun  during    the  next    fiscal  year. 


Vmi  ious  preparatory  woiks  connected  with  the 

undertakings  weie  already  in  piogiess  at  the  dale 
up  to  which  this  lepott  deals. 

General  Condition  of  Work  on  diiikrkn 
Links. 

The  new  construction  woiks  carried  out  during 
the  year  under  review,  consisted  of  what  was  1 
quiied   in   completing  the  railway  ovei  the  Usui 
Pass.    These  wei  e  effected  and  (he  line  was  opened 
for  public  traffic  Oil  the  1  si  of  Apiil. 

Repahing  woiks  on  the  Tokaido  Trunk  line 
consisted  of  those  necessitated  by  the  damage 
caused  by  the  great  eai  thquakes,  and  which  had 
remained  over  from  the  previous  year,  alteration 
to  the  line  at  the  foot  of  the  Satta  Hill,  and  making 
good  the  damage  caused  by  floods  in  vaiious 
portions  of  the  line.  On  the  Kai  uizawa- Naoetsu 
sections  the  tepaiiing  woiks  were  those  biough 
on  by  floods. 

No  inconsidei  able  amount   of  new  wotk  and 
alterations  weie  also  cauied  out  in  all  the  sections 
of  the  railways  to  meet  the  requirements  of  con 
stantly  increasing  traffic. 

A  review  of  the  main  features  of  these  utidei 
takings  is  giving  below. 

YOKOGAWA-KARUIZAWA  section. 
Construction  of  the  Usui  Line: — According  to 
the  01  iginal  project,  the  tunnels  in  the  Usui  railway 
numbered  25.  Ceitain  alterations  have  been 
effected.  The  tunnel  No.  10,  which  was  situated 
within  the  pot  tion  of  the  line  selected  to  serve  as 
the  midway  level  passing  place  for  the  up  and 
down  ttains  was  abandoned  and  a  cutting  made 
in  its  place,  as  the  provision  of  open  space  at  this 
spot  was  found  to  be  desiiable.  It  being  ascer 
tained  that  the  execution  of  wot  ks  could  thereby 
be  considerably  facilitated,  the  tunnels  No.  7  and 
No.  25  were  each  made  into  two  separate  tunnels, 
lhese  changes  made  the  actual  number  of  tl 
tunnels  26;  all  of  which,  together  with  olhei 
works,  weie  completed  in  January  last.  In  the 
meantime  the  Aht  Locomotive  Engines  were 
erected,  and  in  February  they  were  placed  on 
tiial  and  used  in  ballasting,  the  only  work  whicl 
remained  unfinished  at  that  date.  Owing  to  the 
inexpeiience  of  the  engineers  and  the  engine 
drivets  with  the  system  and  the  handling  of  the 
locomotives,  anticipated  results  were  not  at  first 
obtained.  However,  after  tepeated  dials  and 
practical  study  of  the  system,  loads  from  60  to  70 
tons  could  be  got  up  by  each  engine  without  diffi 
cully  by  the  end  of  Match.  And  as  the  road  had 
by  that  time  become  sufficiently  ballasted,  the  line 
was  opened  for  tiafficon  the  1st  of  Apiil. 

The  construction  of  this  line  was  begun 
Maich  1 891.  It  was  therefote  completed  in  25 
months.  The  piincipal  woiks  connected  with 
this  line  weie: — Eatihwotks,  cuttings,  embank- 
ments, deviation  of  roads,  &c,  89,404  tsubos; 
Tunnels,  26  in  number,  with  an  aggiegate  length 
of  14,644  feel  ;  bi  idges,  18  in  number,  with  an  ag- 
gregate length  of  1,471  feet;  culverts,  20  in  num- 
ber; rails  laid  for  the  main  line  and  the  sidings 
8  miles  44  chains  ;  buildings  consisting  of  offices, 
and  quarters  for  the  staff  built  within  the  Karui- 
zawa  Station  grounds,  offices  built  within  the 
Yokogawa  Staliong  rounds,  and  watch-houses 
along  the  line  between  Sakamoto  and  Kaniizawa 
651  tsubo. 

TOKYO-KOBE  SECTION. 
On  the  30th  of  May  1892,  in  consequence  of 
rain  which  had  fallen  in  large  quantities  foi 
several  days  previously,  a  land-slip  occurred  at 
the  Satte  Hill;  and  the  railway,  at  108  miles 
37  chains,  became  entirely  coveted  with  eaith  and 
rocks  which  fell  from  the  hill-side.  A  temporary 
line  was  at  once  laid  for  the  mainta inence  of  the 
tiaffic.  The  line  as  originally  located  could  not  be 
consideied  sectne  fiom  damage  by  the  same  cause 
in  future,  whilst  the  temporal  y  line  then  laid  was 
so  close  to  the  sea  as  to  be  liable  to  being  washed 
at  times  by  the  waves.  Under  these  cii cumstances, 
the  Tokaido  road  was  alteied  and  the  railway 
was  iaid  over  the  ground  formeily  occupied  by  the 
highway. 

Again  on  the  22nd  of  July,  owing  to  continual 
rainfall  lasting  for  several  days,  the  rivers  in  the 
provinces  of  Mikawa  and  Totomi,  became  much 
swollen;  they  ovei  flowed  their  banks  and  flooded 
the  country  between  Washizu  and  Toyohashi.  The 
permanent  way,  which  at  places  is  on  embank 
ments  of  about  10  feet  in  height,  became  covered 
with  water;  much  ballast  was  washed  away,  and 
several  breaches  weie  made  in  the  banks,  one  of 
them  extending  ovei  a  length  of  22  feet.  The 
liaffichadto  be  suspended*  However,  repairing 
of  the  line  was  pioceeded  with  without  loss  of  limp, 
and  it  was  made  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  being 
te-opened  for  tiaffic  in  the  course  of  the  same  day 
A  violent  stoim  which  pievailed  onthe4ih  of 
S«ptembet  did  much  damage  to  the  stations  along 
the  line.     The  Hamamatsu  station  suffeied  the 


most.  The  locomotive  shed,  caniage  shed,  and 
p'asseiigel  wailing  looms  weie  blown  down,  and 
the  vehicles  which  wi-ie  within  the  sheds  sustain- 
ed some  extensive  damage.  A  laige  amount  of  ie- 
paii  ing  woiks  had  to  be  done  to  make  i<ood  the 
damage  caused  by  this  stoim. 
Of  the  woiks  undertaken  to  meet  the  require1* 

ments  of  increasing  tiaffic  mention  may  be  made  of 
the  building  of  new  Goods  Sheds  at  the  Stations 
at  Oyama,  Sano,  and  Sudztikawa  ;  the  erection  of 
passengei  pass-over  hi  idges  at  Hamamatsu  and 
Otani  Stations  ;  the  changing  of  ihe  wooden  pas- 
sengei pass  over  btidgeat  Nagoya  Station  for  a 
new  Sit UCt lire  of  iron;  extensions  effected  in  ihe 
engine-shed  at  Kobe;  extensions  of  sidings, 
some  20  chains  in  all,  at  Shimbashi,  Kyoto  and 
Kobe  Stations;  the  removal  to  the  western  side  of  lire 
main  line  of  ihe  siding  used  for  proem  ing  ballast  at 
the  Banyu  Rivet  ;  and  the  consli  uctton  of  a  siding 
at  the  western  bank  of  the  Tenryu  Rivei  to  be 
used  foi  bringing  timbei  on  to  the  main  line.  The 
two  latter  woiks  requited  the  laying  of  tails  for  a 
distance  of  1  mile  and  25  chains. 

In  Ihe  section  of  railway  between  Nagoya  and 
Maibai  a,  whilst  the  gradient  between  Nagoya  and 
Ogaki  is  compaiatively  level,  a  steep  grade  pte- 
vails  over  the  poilion  between  the  latter  town  and 
Maibaia;  and  lo  wot  If  the  ttains  in  this  Section 
by  engines  of  one  capacity  all  the  way  through 
having  ptoved  to  be  uneconomical,  it  was  decided 
that  provision  be  made  for  stationing  engines 
of  diffei  ent  capacities  at  Ogaki,  which  is  at  the 
boundaiy  of  the  level  and  steep  gtadients.  For 
this  purpose  a  new  engine-shed  of  169  tsubo,  and 
quartets  for  the  staff  of  178  tsubo,  were  erected 
within  the  Station  giounds  of  that  town. 

The  woiks  connected  with  earthquake  damages 
which  temained  over  fiom  the  previous  fiscal  year, 
viz.,  the  rebuilding  of  Stations  of  Nagoya  and 
Kiyosti,  wei  e  brought  to  completion  in  the  eat  ly 
part  of  the  year  under  review. 

No  inconsiderable  amount  of  repairs  and  recon- 
struction of  buildings  and  works,  necessitated  either 
by  uatuial  causes  or  the  inclement  of  traffic,  and 
alsoexlensionsandalterations  of  sidings,  &c,  were 
undertaken  in  the  course  of  the  year  at  different 
places  on  the  line,  but  they  being  works  of  an  tin- 
important  nature  will  not  be  dealt  with  in  detail. 

On  the  Ofuna  Yokosuka,  Obu-Taketoyo,  and 
Maibara  Kanegasaki  Branches,  the  wot  ks  compris- 
ed extensions  of  sidings,  building  and  repairing 
of  ihe  quarters  of  the  staff  and  like  minor  woiks, 
which  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  treat  in  detail. 
Mention  may,  however,  be  made  of  the  removal  of 
the  Taketoyo  Station  in  May,  1892,  to  50  chains 
north  of  its  original  site.  This  work,  which 
was  undertaken  to  afford  greater  facilities  in  the 
working  of  both  the  passenger  and  goods  tiaffic 
of  the  town  required,  among  other  things,  the  re- 
moval from  the  old  station  n  chains  of  sidings 
which  had  existed  there  and  re-laying  them,  toge- 
ther with  22  more  chains  of  new  sidings  in  the 
present  Taketoyo  Station. 

TAKAS A Kl- YOKOGAWA  SECTION. 

Incessant  rain  of  long  duration  caused,  on  the 
24th  of  July,  1892,  some  90  feet  in  length  of  one  of 
the  sides  of  the  1  ailway  bank  between  Yokohama 
and  Matsuida  Stations  to  sink  down,  and  much  of 
the  ballast  of  the  line  was  cat  tied  away;  this, 
together  with  a  landslip  of  about  50  feet  in  length 
from  a  hill  on  the  northern  side  of  the  line,  which 
ilocked  the  drain  and  made  the  water  rush  on  to 
the^  railway,  necessitated  the  stoppage  of  the  last 
train  of  that  day.  Repairs  were  pi  oceeded  with 
without  loss  of  lime,  and  the  line  was  so  far  re- 
paiied  as  to  be  serviceable  from  ihe  following  day. 

Considerable  changes  had  lo  be  made  in  the 
main  line  and  sidings  within  the  Yokogawa  Station 
ounds  to  make  suitable  junctions  with  the 
lew  line  over  the  Usui  Pass  ;  26  chains  of  old  lines 
were  taken  up  and  23  chains  of  new  lines  were 
aid  for  this  purpose. 

With  the  above  two  exceptions,  the  works  on 
this  section  during  the  year  consisted  of  ordinary 
epairs  and  therefore  unworthy  of  special  notice. 
KARUIZAWA-N  AOETSU  SECTION. 
In  the  spt  ing  of  last  year  the  water  in  the  rivers 
in  ihe  neighboui  hood  of  the  town  of  Sakaki  great- 
ly  increased  in   volume  by  rainfall,  and  on  the 
1st    of    May    the  Obitanigawa    made  bleaches 
both   of   its  banks   and  caused    an  enormous 
amount  of  sand,  boulders,  and  water  lo  rush  into 
railway  line,  which  for  a  distance  of  about 
30  chains  became,  for  a  lime,  ihe  channel  of  a 
muddy  toirent.      On  the  subsiding  of  the  flood, 
sediment  lo  ihe  extent  of  about   10  feet  in  height 
was  found  upon  the  tailway.     Tentpoiary  stations 
weie   built    at    both  ends  of  the  damaged  locality 
for  the  convenience  of  the  passengers  and  the 
service    was  maintained.      In  Ihe  meantime,  the 
works  for  the  repairing    of  the  gap  weie  pushed 
foi  ward,     and     the     resumption      of     ihe  usual 
thiough  tiaffic  was  effected  by  the  13th  of  the 
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same  month.  The  bi  idge  over  the  Hisasawa  i  iver 
being  liable  to  be  damaged  by  each  flood,  owing 
lo  its  piers  being  of  insufficient  height,  ihey 
were  elevated  2  feet  4  inches  al.Ove  (be  oiiginal 
height  and  the  formation  at  the  appioaches  was 
made  con  espondingly  higher.  New  flood  open- 
ings were  constructed  at  the  34  miles  42  chains 
and  at  the  47  miles  18  chains;  alterations  were 
made  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Toiugawa 
in  oider  10  widen  the  livei  ;  and  also  a  very 
large  amount  of  woik  was  done  in  repairing 
the  damages  caused  by  landslips  in  the  numer- 
ous deep  cuttings  along  the  line  generally,  and 
between  the  85  and  88  miles  in  pailicular.  The 
summary  of  the  woik  done,  those  of  minor  nature 
excepted,  dining  the  yeai  in  this  section  amounted 
to  earth woiks,  cuttings  and  embankments,  13,493 
tsubo,  stone  walls,  repairs  and  new  construction, 
5,278  tsubo. 

As  the  place  where  the  railway  over  the  Usui 
Pass  would  come  out  into  the  Shinshiu  Plain  was 
yet  unsettled  at  the  time  of  the  construction  of 
this  section,  all  the  woiks  oil  the  line  in  the  neigh 
bomhood  of  Kaiuizawa,  viz.,  from  88  to  92  miles, 
weieof  a  temporary  kind.  When  the  site  of  the 
junction  of  the  lines  was  definitely  settled,  it  became 
necessary  to  convert  the  temporary  works  into 
peimanent  ones.  This  woik  was  taken  in  hand 
in  May  last  year  and  was  completed  dining  the 
year  under  review.  The  woiks  can  ied  out  may 
be  summarized  as  follow  :— Cuttings,  4,305  tsubo; 
embankments,  2,458  tsubo  ;  retaining  walls,  1,660 
tsubo;  436  eaithcnware  pipes  used,  and  144  feet 
of  diains  of  biick  made  to  replace  former  wooden 
drains;  and  I  bi  idge  and  3  culverts  constructed. 

Capital  Account. 
The  railway  fund  granted  by  the  Government 
from  the  fiist  establishment  of  railways  (Maich 
1870)  up  to  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  (end 
of  Match,  1892),  amounted  Ko  yen  36,583,118.  The 
increment  of  the  railway  capital  dm  ing  the  year 
under  review  is  as  follows  :— 

Yen 

Amount  received  from  Treasury  during 
the  year  under  review  for  the  Construc- 
tion of  the  Usui  Mountain  Railway   ...  633,375 

Amount  expended  dining  the  year  under 
review  on  Supplementary  woiks  of  open 
lines  defrayed  from  the  Revenue,  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  for 
Government  Railway  Finances    347.343 


Amount  of  Fixed  Capiial  increased 
dining  the  year  under  leview. 
Issues    from  the  Sup- 
plementaiy  Woiks 

Fund   

Stores,  the  accounts 
of  which  were  ad- 
justed   


297.175 


3,251  300,426 


The  amount  of  Fixed  Capi- 
tal at  the  close  of  the  year 
under  review. 

Total    29,605,324 

2.  Tarasaki  Naoetsu  Line.— Takasaki  Yoko- 
gawa  Section  and  KartitZa wa-Naoetsu  Section, 
the  construction  and  supplemental y  woiks'  ex 
penditures  of  which  weie  defrayed  in  accordance 
with  the  old  and  new  Regulations  for  Railway 
Finances  :  — 

Amount  of  Fixed  Capital  Yen. 
at  close  of  the  last  fiscal 

year  

Amount  of  Fixed  Capi'al 
inci  eased  dm  ing  the  year 
under  1  eview . 

Issues  bom  the  Sup- 
plementary Woiks 

Fund    49.8l6 

Si 01  es,  the  accounts  of 

which  were  adjusted  16,213 


In  the  following  table  the  Railway  Construction 
expenditures,  amounting  lo  yen  33,427735  ,s 
analtzed  under  vai  ions  heads,  and  the  aveiage 
amount  of  the  expenditures  pel'  mile  under  each 
head,  with  the  ratio  they  bear  to  the  aggregate 
amount  to  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  a.e 
given  and  a  comparison  made  with  those  of  the 
previous  fiscal  year  : — 

Average  Amount  per  Percentage  of  ag- 
mile  on  open  lines.      gregate  amount. 
End  of    Endofa4th   End  of    End  of 
Items.  35th  fiscal  fiscal  25th  fiscal  24th  fiscal 

year.  year. 
Per  cent.  Per  cent. 
.0084  .0085 


Yen. 
3.756,382 


66,029 


Amount  of  Fixed  Capital 
al  the  close  of  the  year 
under  review. 

Total    3.822,411 

Aggregate  Fixed  Capital  for  all  lines: — 


Yen. 


Yen. 


Total   Te«  980,718 

This  sum  added  to  the  amount  of  the  capital  at 
the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  gives  yen 
37.563  836.  Now,  by  deducting  from  this  total 
yen  9.361,  which  represents  the  amount  realized 
by  the  sale  of  ceitain  fixed  properties  and  con- 
stitution material,  by  return  payments  made  for 
short  delivery  of  mateiial  from  abioad,  by  sums 
refunded  for  mateiial  for  the  Usui  line  which  were 
lost,  and  by  mateiial  procured  for  supplement- 
ary wot  ks  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the 
stores,  and  by  capital  written  off,  a  balance  of  yen 
37.554.475  is  obtained,  which  is  the  aggregate  Rail- 
way Capital  at  the  close  of  the  year  under  review. 

The  amount  of  the  FixedCapital  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  under  tevievv  stood  al  yen  33,068,184. 
When  ihe  sum  of  yen  456,455.  being  the  addition 
since  made  and  consisting  of  the  expenditures  on 
supplementary  railway  works  can  ied  out  during 
the  year  under  review,  of  which  accounts  have  been 
adjusted  amounting  to  yen  436,991  and  the  Con- 
struction Stores  used  during  the  same  peiiod 
amounting  lo  yen  19,446,  is  added  lo  the  above,  a 
total  of  yen  33,434,639  is  obtained.  Deducting 
from  this  total  the  sum  of  yen  6,904,  the  amount  o' 
the  reduction  of  the  capital  by  sale  of  fixed  pro 
perty  and  value  of  matei  ials  in  woiks  which  pei  ish- 
ed  in  the  couise  of  ihe  execution  of  their  repair, 
will  give  yen  33,427.735.  w,,ich  latter  sum  re 
presents  the  actual  amount  of  the  Railway  Fixed 
Capital  at  the  close  of  the  year  under  leview. 

The  details  of    the  adjusted   accounts  of  the 
above  are  as  follow  :  — 

I.  ToKAIDO  Line. — Tokyo- Kobe  Section,  Ofuna- 
Yokosuka  Section,  Obu- Takeloyo  Section,  Mai 
bara-Tsuiuga  Seclion  :  the  construction  and 
supplemenlaiy  works  expendiluies  which  were 
def  raye  d  fiom  Ihe  old  funds  for  the  promotion  of 
industries  (Kbgy'o  hi  and  Kigyb  ki)  or  from  grants 
in  accordance  with  the  old  and  new  Regulations 
for  Railway  Finances:  — 

Amount  of  Fixed  Capital  Yen.  Yen. 

at  the  close  of  Ihe  last 

fiscal  year    29,31 1,802 

Amount  of  Fixed  Capital  1  educed 
during  the  yeai  under  leview  : 

Piopetly  sold    6,780 

Capital  written  off  ...  124  6,940 


Amount  of  Fixed  Capital 
at  the  close  of  the  previ- 
ous fiscal  year  

Amount  of  Fixed  Capital  . 
1  educed  during  the  year 
under  review  : — 

Propei  ty  sold   

Capital  written  off   

Balance   

Amount  of  Fixed  Capital 
incieased  dining  the  year 
under  1  eview  : 
Issues  from  ihe  Supple- 
mentary Woiks  Fund 
Stores,  the  accounts  of 
which  were  adjusted... 


year. 
Yen. 
508 


year. 
Yen. 
508 


Preliminary  Surveys... 
Superintending  and 

Engineering    1,297  1,297 

Right  of  way   2.991      2  991 

EarihwOrks   IO.368  10,327 

Bridges  (including  cul- 
verts)  IS.603    15, 55^ 

Tunnels    4.4'8  44'8 

Permanent  way  (includ- 
ing drain-pipes,  fences, 
boundary  posts,  and 


.0214 

•0493 
.1709 

.2572 
.0728 


.0216 

.049^ 
.1721 

•2591 
.0736 


Transportation  (in- 
cluding construction 


Wharves 


Construction  plant 
General  charges  ... 


10.021 

9.9l8 

.1652 

.1658 

3.244 

3>H» 

•0535 

.0523 

1  45' 

I.4S2 

.0239 

.0242 

205 

205 

.0034 

.0034 

3,098 

2,924 

.051 1 

.0487 

4.096 

3-922 

.0675 

.0654 

691 

679 

.0114 

01 13 

•  1.367 

1,344 

0225 

.0224 

.  301 

302 

.0049 

.0050 

1,005 

1,005 

.0166 

.0168 

60,667 

60,015 

1 ,000 

I  ,000 

6,780 
124 


33,068,184 


6,904 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  aveiage 
cost  per  mile  at  the  close  of  the  year  under  review 
was  yen  60,667,  which,  when  compaied  with  that 
of  the  pievious  year,  shows  an  aveiage  increase  of 
yen  652  per  mile. 

In  the  following  table  the  average  cost  per  mile, 
at  the  close  of  ihe  year,  of  the  different  sections  of 
the  lines  in  operation  is  compared  and  given  : — 

Average 
Miles   Cost  per 
mile.  ye". 

Total  length  of  open  lines    551  60,667 


33,061,280 


346.991 
19,464 


366,455 


Details. 


Average 

Miles  Cost  per 
mile.  yen. 

«63,457 


2. 


The  aggregate  amount  of 
Fixed  Capital  at  theclose 
of  the  year  under  review 

Total    33.427.735 

Besides  ihe  above  there  is  a  further  sum  of 
Railway  Capital,  including  ihe  Working  Fund, 
amounting  to  yen  4,126,740  which  being  unpro- 
ductive is  not  included  in  the  Fixed  Capital.  Ihe 
details  of  this  fund,  in  which  is  included  a  furthei 
sum  of  yen  16,362  for  Stores  used  and  hansferied 
to  the  Construction  Expenditu.es,  the  accounts  of 
which  have  been  adjusted  though  no  issues  were 
yet  made  from  the  Treasury  on  their  account,  is  as 
follow  :  — 

Amount  of  Usui  Mountain        Yen.  Yen. 
Railway  Construction  Ex- 
penditures, the  accounts 
of  which  have  been  ad- 
justed. 

Adjusted    up    to  the 
close  of  the  previous 

fiscal  year    1,173-320 

Adjusted    during  ihe 

year  under  review...       817,943  i.99'.263 
Amount     of  Construction 

Stores    '50.829 

Cash  under  charge  of  con- 

st  1  uction  paymastei  s    ...  1,010 
Working    Fund    (this  fund 
being     included    ill  the 
Revenues,  its  details  are 
given    in    the  Revenue 

Account)    2,000,000 


Tolal. 


58  137.993 


49  71.563 


34.749 


Balance 


29,304,898 


  4,143,102 

The  details  of  this  fund  are  as  above.  However, 
when  the  above  stated  amount,  yew  16,362  of  for 
which  issues  have  not  yet  been  made  by  the 
Treasury  is  deducted  from  Ihe  above  total,  a 
balance  of  yen  4,126,740  is  obtained,  which  is  the 
actual  amount  of  the  iinpi oduclive  capital.  lilts 
sum  added  to  the  amount  of  (he  FixedCapital 
al  the  close  of  ihe  year  uildei  review  will  coincide 
with  the  amount  of  the  G.oss  Railway  Capital, 
above  given,  namely,  yen  37,554.475- 


50,802 


4L372 


Tokyo  Yokohama  Seclion   18 

(Double  line,  construction  be- 
gun Apt  il,  1870,  completed  Sep- 
tember, 1872.) 

Kobe  Otsu  Seclion  

(I  mile  double;  construction 
begun  November,  1870,  com- 
pleted September,  1879.) 

3.  Tsuruga  Ogaki  Section   

(construction  begun  May,  1880, 
completed  July, 1884  ) 

4.  Takasaki  Naoetsu  Section   110 

(Usui  toge  excepted  ;  constiuc- 
lion  begun  October,  1884,  com- 
pleted December,  1888.) 

5.  Yokohama  Ogaki  Section   258 

(22  miles  double  line  ;  construc- 
tion begun  August,  1885,  com- 
pleted April,  1889.) 

Ofuna-Yokosuka  Seclion    10 

(construction  begun  January, 
1888,  completed  July,  1889.) 

7.  Otsu  Nagahama  Section   

(construction  begun  February, 
1888,  completed  July,  1889.) 
Double  line   between   Oyama  and 

Numazu    22 

(being  a  portion  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Ogaki  Section  ;  consti  uc- 
tion   begun     February,  1890, 
completed  Mai  ch,  1891.) 
The  foregoing  lailways  were  already  ill  a  slate 
of  completion  in   the  previous  fiscal  year.  'Ihe 
general  augmentation  of  the  expenditures  on  all 
the  lines  which  has  since  taken  place  is  attribut- 
able to  Ihe  increase  of,  and  impi  ovements  made 
on,  vaiious  rail way^ properties,  as  necessitated  by 
the  requirements  of  the  traffic. 

The  amount  issued  by  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  Construction  Expendit  ures  of  the  Yoltogawa 
Kai  uizawa  Section  (Usui  toge)  fi  om  Ihe  23rd  to  the 
p.evious  fiscal  year  was  yen  1,344,838*;  the  issues 
made  for  the  same  pin  pose  during  the  year  under 
the  review  we\eyen  633,375.  The  total  of  these 
sums,  VlZ.,yett  1,978,213,  represents  the  aggregate 
issues  from  the  Treasury  on  this  account  up  lo  the 
close  of  ihe  year.  i 


48  34.008 


15.617 


•  In  the  last  year's  report  this  item  was  given  as  yen  1.344. 833- 
The  difference  .,f  yen  5  arose  in  this  wise:  In  the  23rd  fiscal  year, 
an  over-payment  of  yen  5  was  made  in  the  item  for  "  salaries.  ' 
The  sum  being  afterwards  returned,  was  paid  into  the  Treasury 
as  •*  General  Revenues,"  and  was  deducted  from  the  total  in  the 
last  year's  accounts.  As,  however,  the  amount  ha  1  previously 
been  issued  by  the  Treasury  on  the  Usui  Account  it  was  since 
decided  that  the  sum  should  be  included  in  the  total  of  the 
"  Iisues  from  the  Treasury," 
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The  ■mount  dI  construction  exj-.. 
tlila  line,  ilit?  ncCou.nl 3  ol  wlmli  were  adjusted, 
stood  at  yen  1,991,263;  and  as  a  sum  of  yen 
S6,  dei  ived  li  om  ovei-paj  menls  in  salai  ies,  slim  1 
dflivei  y  and  loss  ol  material,  was  returned  to  the 
Treasury  during  ilie  year  us  Genei  a  I  Revenues,  the 

adjusted  amount  would  appear  lo  exceed  llie  Issues 

from  die  Treasury  by  yen  13,136.     But   as  a 
matter  of  fact,  stoies  to  ihe  exieol  of  yen  16,362 
weie  used,  against  which  no  issurs  liave  yel  been 
made  fiom  ilie  Tieasuiy,     The  gieatei   pail  ol 
lliis  account   lias  heeo  adjusted,  and  had  the  issue 
fin   litis  amount  been    made  by  the  1'ieasiiiy, 
llieie  would,   instead  of  an  excess,  still  have  re 
mained  an  unadjusted  amouni  yen  3,226.  Thne 
is   siill   a   luiihei   sum  ol  yen   194  due  f-nni  llie 
Tieasmy  on  account  of  Salailes,  Oltice  Kxpeu 
and  Const  1  UCt lun  Expend  11  111  es,  which  would  hi  ing 
the  laltei  sum  up  to  yen  3.420  ;  whilst,  on  the  olhcr 
hand,  llieie  is  a  sum  ol  yen  757  under  the  charge 
of  the  construction  paymasleis,  so  by  deducting 
this  amouni  llieie  would  remain  yen  2,663,  wind 
sum   represents  the    Amouni   of  the   Const  1  net  ion 
Ex  pen  1 1  it  111  es  of  I  he  Usui,  line  the  accounts  o  I  whicl 
yel  letnaui  In  he  adjusted.      The  Completion  of  tl 
Const,  uciion    of    the    line    ilsell    was  effected, 
Originally  estimated,  by  the  emf  the  yeai  uncle, 
levlew.      The  final  and  complete  adjust  nielli  of  the 
accounts  will,  Imwevei ,  have  lo  leinaui  ovei  until 
the  next  fi-cal  year. 

llie  estimated  cost  of  the  construction  of  ihi 
railway,  which  was  begun   III   the  23.  d  fiscal  yea 
was  yen    2,000,029       The    total    Issues    bum  ll 
I'leasuiy,  aflei   deducting  the  ninnies  in  charge 
of  COustt  uciion  pay  inasle,  s,  and  adding  the  sums 
which   will  be  issued  dm  ing   llie  next  fiscal  yea 
which  lemaiued  over  on  account  of  expendiluies 
incui  1  ed  during  llie  year  under  1  eview,  will  amount 

yen  1,994,012,  showing  (lleieby  thai  the  woik 
was  completed  with  yen  6,017  within  the  estimates. 

The  amount  expended  dining  the  year  und 
review  on  supplementary  woikson  the  open  lines 
was  yen  347,343.  This  expenditure  has  beei 
inclined  in  llie  improvement  of  propeity,  to 
render  railways  thoroughly  efficient  in  dealing 
with  traffic  which,  day  by  day,  is  developing 
These  expendiluies  enhance  the  value  of  pro- 
peity and  lend  lo  augment  the  pi  oducti ve  powei 
of  the  capital  invested. 

In  the  following  table  the  amount  of  llie  Gross 
and  Fixed  Railway  Capital  at  the  close  of  each 
fiscal  year  fiom  the  191I1  is  compared  with  tl 
mileages  of  lines  in  operation,  and  the  average 
cost  per  mile  in  respect  of  the  aggiegate  and  fixed 
capitals  is  given  : — 


th 


h; 


Fiscal 
Years. 


bit  rt  o 
a.  u 
°s3l  u 

c  «>  °  S. 

5  ~  4)  -s 

J  2-  » 

<  m  n  '-c 

1  en. 


x  °  ■  -a 
S 

<<J  o 
Yen. 


Per  One  Mile 
of  open  lin 


Before  19th  17.88s.S44  14,971.665  85.7 

Ioth              11,134.85a  17.179.951  81.8 

aoth              26,aS4,S5a  21.447.623  85  4 

3,st-           33.39'.oi7  a8.632.343  85.7 

lln°             34.447.<>'3  31.618,348  91.8 

«rd              34.97i.7oi  31.745.99'  93.6 

>4tn              36.583,118  33,068,184  90.4 

•5th            37,554.475  33.417.735  89.0 


5>  .  -H  a 

Percent  Miles. 

143 

209 

'45 
446 
551 
551 
55' 
551 


*>  ta  . 

D  V  ™ 
1  or  °* 

<<U 
Yen. 
115,076 
101,124 
107,185 
74,868 
61,518 
63.470 
66,394 
68,157 


5-S 
s  *. 

Yen. 
104,69 
83,679 
91,6  „ 
64,198 
57,384 
59.43° 
60  015 
60,667 


The  pi  opoi  tional  decrease  of  the  amouni  of  the 
Fixed  Capital  as  compared  with  the  amount  of 
the  Gross  Capital,  and  llie  increase  of  the  amount 
per  mile  of  the  Gross  Capital  at  the  close  of  llie 
year  under  review,  noticeable  in  llie  above  table, 
aie  due  to  the  fact  that  expenditures  of  overjy<>>z 
1,990,000  on  the  Usui-toge  line  constiuction  woilcs, 
though  included  in  the  adjusted  accounts,  have 
been  excluded  fiom  llie  columns  of  Fixed  Capital 
because  of  L]ie  line  not  being  yel  opened  to  traffic 
and  therefoie  earning  no  levenue. 

The  detailed  statement  of  construction  expenses 
at  the  close  of  the  year  under  1  eview  will  be  found 
in  I  able  No.  1. 

General  Condition  of  Traffic. 
Traffic  Receipts  and  the  Causes  of  their 
Variation.— The  traffic  earnings  of  the  Tokyo 
Kobe,  Takasaki-  Yokogawa,  and  Karuizawa- 
Naoetsu  Sections,  taken  together,  show,  as  the 
result  of  the  operations  for  the  year  under  review, 
an  increase  of  14.5  per  cent,  over  that  of  (he 
previous  year.  The  coaching  receipts  show  an 
increase  of  10.6  per  cent.;  the  number  of  pas- 
sengers 9.2  per  cent.;  passengers  receipts  10.2 
per  cent.;  and  the  average  mileage  per  passengei 
has  also  increased  by  1.3  per  cent.  The  goods 
receipts  were  increased  by  29.6  per  cent.,  the 
goods  tonnage  by  21. 8  per  cent.,  and  the  average 
mileage  per  ton  by  20.8  per  cent.  The  train 
mileage  also  shows  an  increase  of  7.1  per  cent. 
The  details  of  the  variations  and  their  causes,  in 
each  of  the  above  sections  are  as  follow  :  

Thf.  Tokyo  Kobb  Section.— The  haffic  earn- 
ings  of  the  yeai  show  an  mciease  of  15.7  per  cent. 


coin  pared  with  thai  ol  the  pieviuui  fiscal  yeai, 
lite   nunihei     of    passengers    incieaseil   97  pel 

cent.;  th«  passengei  receipts  n  pel  cent.;  and 

the  aveiage  passengei  mileage  1.6  pel  cent.  This 

marked  increment  in  the  passenger  traffic  is 
attributable  lo  an  important  poitioit  of  the  line 
having  tieen  closed  foi  a  Considerable  lime  dining 
(he  previous  year  owing  to  the  damage  11  sustain- 
ed by  the  gieat  earthquake,  which  caused  cone 
ponding    decrease    of    passengei     leceipts  and 

shoi  leiilng  <,f  passengei  mileage;  whilst,  dining 
the  yeai  liudei  leview  the  i  n  lei  1  upl  ions  In  ihe 
naffic    of  the  line  being  laie,  the  aveiaye  mileage 

was  considerably  lengthened  in  consequence,  and 

in  the  geneial  ptuspei  ity  prevailing  in  the  u  , 

huge,    iiuuibei    11I    tiavelleis  who  availed  Ihrui- 

selves  of  the  tailwav. 

Ihe    goods    tiaffic    shows    In  tonnage    an  ;" 
ciease  ovei    the  lasi   yeai    ol   24   t>ei   cent.,  am 
oods  leceipts  an  inciease  of  33  6  pei  cent.,  and 
'•e  aveiage  toil  mileage  of  22  4  pei  cent.  Tin 
matked  inciease  of  llie  goods  tiaffic  is  probably 
attiibillable  to  all   the  above   causes,  and  to  |1 
through  tiaffic  having  been  available  duiing  tl 
whole  of    the  year  owing    to  the  damage  by  ihe 
earthquake    having     been    lepaiied,    Ihe  gene 
piospeiily   of  t.a.ie,  and   ihe   steady  increase 
pioduceis  and  lia.leis  using  the  lailway  as  means 
of  li  anspo.  laiion  fen  their  goods. 

1ak\saki-Yokogawa    Section.— The  traffi, 

earnings  foi    ihe  yeai    undei    leview  show  an  in 
Ciease  oyei   that    of    ihe  pievious  yeai    by  1  g  pe 
Crlil.       Ihe  iiombei    of  pa^Sengeis    shows    an  in- 
ciease ol  6.4,    and  the  passenger   leceipts  of  2 
Dei  cenl.    The  leason  ol  iheieceipts  not  bavin 
mcieased  in  proportion  to  ihe  inclement  of  tl 
niiuibei    of   passengeis   is  owing    to  deci  ease  . 
ihe    fiist    and    second    class    passengers    by  63 
pei    cent.,  and   the    aveiage    passengei  mileage 
aving  also  been  decieased  by  8.2.     The  good 
affic    shows     in  tonnage    an    increase    of  1.7 
per   cent.,  but  goods  receipts  decreased  0.4  pe 
cent.     This  result  is  owing  to  ihe  deciease  of 
aveiage  ton  mileage  by  07  per  cenl.  and  a  con 
sideiable   increase  of  goods  carried   by  special 
waggon-load  contract. 

Kakuisawa  -  Naotsu  Section.— The  traffic 
earnings  show  an  increase  over  that  of  the 
pievious  fiscal  year  of  6.4  per  cent.  The  pas- 
senger leceipts  show  an  increase  of  3.8  per 
cent.,  and  the  number  of  passengers  of  2.3  pei 
cent.;  whilst  llie  average  passenger  mileage  de- 
ceased I."  per  cent.  The  goods  traffic  shows  an 
increase!  n  01  rage  of  14.4  per  cent.,  goods  re- 
enpts  of  14.2  per  cent.,  and  the  aveiage  ton 
mileage  of  4.7  per  cent.  When  the  fact  of  ibis 
section  having  expei  ienced  an  unprecedented 
seveie  snow  fall  dm  ing  the  winter  season  is  taken 
into  consideration,  these  satisfactoi  y  results  fully 
indicate  the  steady  development  of  railway  traffic 
in  these  disl  1  ids. 

Alterations  in  the  Train  Skrvice.— An 
alteration  of  the  Train  Service  of  llie  Shimbashi 
Kobe  Railway  and  all  its  branches  was  made  01 
the  16th  of  April,  1892;  and  for  the  convenience 
<>f  the  public  an  extra  passenger  and  goods  mixed 
train  was  on  ihe  22nd  of  May  put  011  to  run  be- 
tween Shizuoka  and  Hamamatsu  once  each  way  • 
and  an  extia  goods  (rain  (up)  was  added  to  the 
service  between  Ofuna  and  Yokohama  from  the 
261  h  of  June. 

The  opening  of  New  Station  and  Branch 
Lines  —On  ihe  1st  June,  1892,  the  new  station 
at  lakeloyo  was  opened  ;  and  from  the  20th  of 
September  the  bianch  line  at  Tenryugawa  was 
opened  for  traffic. 

Principal  Casualties  in  Connection  with 
the  Running  of  Trains.— The  portion  of  ihe 
Tokyo-Kobe  Section  between  Gifu  and  Ogaki  over 
which  the  tiaffic  had  been  suspended  from  the 
lime  of  Ihe  great  earthquake  was  opened  on  the 
l6lh  of  Ap.  ll,  1892.  On  the  41b  of  September 
much  damage  was  done  by  stoi  m  to  buildings  of 
the  stations  between  Hamamatsu  and  Kamagori 
necessitating  llie  stoppage,  for  that  day,  of  traffic 
over  the  district.  Resumption  of  the  normal  sei- 
vice  was  made  on  the  next  day.  Heavy  snowfalls 
precluded  the  maintaiiience  of  the  regular  woik- 
mgs  of  the  trains  between  Nagoya  and  Hikone 
and  those  of  ihe  Tsuruga  branch  as  well,  from  the 
11th  to  the  151I1  of  last  February. 

On  the  Takasaki  Yokogawa  Section  the  tiaffic 
was  interrupted  but  once,  and  that  for  a  short  time 
only  It  occurred  on  the  24th  of  July,  1892,  when 
the  line  was  damaged  by  water.  The  normal 
traffic  was  resumed  from  the  morning  of  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

The  tiaffic  of  the  Karuizawa-Naoetsu  Section 
was  very  much  interrupted  during  the  last  winter 
by  snow-falls  of  unprecedented  seventy  in  the 
province  of  Eclligo.  The  line  lo  the  no,  th  of  Na- 
gano began  to  be  obstructed  from  time  loliine  fiou, 
he  ea.ly  pa.t  of  last  December,  and  the  1 1  u  in  be  1 

ol  tiains  woikn.g  in  this  section  had  in  conse- 


quence often    [0  be    ,e  ,-d.     |.,„m  ||,fl  22„d,0 

the  251I1  of  January  all  tiaffic  to  the  north  ol  Naga- 
no  was  Happed.    Ii  was  resumed,  bm  the  hue  did 

not  remain  long  open.  f,„  i|  again  became  block- 
ed on  the  19th  of  February,    Fiom  the  25th  of  thai 

month  the  line  between  Nagano  and  Kashi waba.a 
was  cleared  sufficiently  to  admit  (he  resumption 
ol  Ihe  passenger  traffic  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  MaicH 

it  was  opened  ill  gh  lo  Naoelsu.     However,  111- 

rei  1  options  still  occurred.  F  ihe  121I1  of  March 

iluee  passengei  •trains  each  way  began  to  run 
between  Nagano  and  Naoetsu,  and  on  and  fiom 
'he  171I1  of  the  same  month  ihe  lesunipti,,,,  ,,f  ihe 
•egula.  wo,  king  ol  the  passe. ^ei  trains,  4  limes 
each  way,  was  fioallv  rffeclrd. 

Tr.LKGKAPHIC  Mk.SSiGKS  —This  subjeci  was  not 
llldllded  in  Ihe  pievious  I  epoilS.  As  ,1  has,  how- 
eve,  ,  g.own   ol    late  lo   he   an  impo.lai.t  item  of 

business  connected  with  the  tiaffic  opeiations  the 
main  featuies  of  (he  business  will  be  Heated  in  (he 
leport  for  (he  year  under  teview;  and  ibis  will  be 
continued  he.eafler  in  the  future  annual  lepoils 

The  nunibe,  of  the  Teleg.aphic  m-ssages 
to,  the  yeai  undei  leview  amounted  lo:— Rail- 
way   messages,    739,593,     which    shows    an  in- 

cease     ove.      Ihe    p,eVI„„s     fiscal      yea.'s  fiyu.es 

"'89473;  public  messages,   122. 423,    which  also 
show-     an    mcease    over     ihe    pievious    year  of 
22649;    a"d   ihe   sum    lemiiled    to    (he  T,ea- 
s.ny  bom  the  lece, pis  fo,    public  messages,  after 
deduction  of  (he   Railway    Depai  Itnent's  chaiges 
to,  expenses  inciu  i  ed,  was  yen  7,079.  which  shows 
' ciease  of  yen  798  ovei  the  pi  eVious  year.  The 
expenditures  on   account  of  the  niainiaineiice  of 
leleg.aphic  iost.uments  at    the   diffeient  stations 
was  yen  3  277,  and   tins  shows  a  decease  of  yen 
1,488  helow  Ihe  expenses  fo,    the    pievious  year 
The  total  length  of  lelegiaph  wiies  in  ope.alion  at 
the  close  of  the  year  Undei  leview  was  497  ri  3 
cho  21  ken  2  shaku,  which  is   an  inciease  „t  12  ri 
27  cho  29  ken  2  shaku  over  llie  length  at  ihe  close 
of  the   pievious  year.      I  here   aie    104  stations 
ptovided    with    lelegiaph,    telephone,    or  block 
ignalling    instruments,    and    at    34    of  these 
stations  the  business  of  public  messages  is  undei  - 
taken  together  wild  that  of  the  messages  for  the 
railway  sei  vice.     There  are  in   employment  134 
Siemens-Moi  se's    printing   instruments,   17  tele- 
phone instruments,  and  36  block  signalling  in- 
struments. 

The  statistics  of  tiaffic,  statements  of  locomo- 
live  and  train  mileages,  lists  of  casualties,  &c, 
will  be  found  111  the  Tables  from  No.  5  to  No.  Q 
inclusive,  at  the  end  of  this  Repoi  t.  ' 
Revenue  Account. 
The  Revenue  for  the  year  under  review  compared 
(th  that  of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  shows  an  in- 
crease oi  yen  470,491.  whilst  the  wo.  king  expenses 
for  same  pei  iod  show  a  deciease  of  yen  260,701. 

The  gieat  earthquake  had  much  to  do  with 
bunging  about  these  ma.ked  diffe.ences  in  the  re- 
suits  of  the  working  for  llie  two  years.  However, 
when  ihe  lesults  of  ihe  opeiatiou  for  the  year 
are  compared  wiih  that  of  the  year  before  the 
previous  fiscal  year,  the  Revenue  still  shows  an  in- 
ciease  over  that  of  the  latter  year  to  the  extent  of 
yen  366,828,  a  sign  of  the  development  of  railway 
business  ;  and  although  the  working  expenses 
for  the  year  under  teview  compared  with  that  of 
the  year  before  last  show  an  increase  of  yen 
164  926,  when  the  fact  ofye«  147,109  being  expend- 
ed dm  mg  the  present  year  for  repairing  the  dam- 
ages by  the  eai  thquake,  is  taken  into  consideration, 
the  actual  working  expenses  for  these  two  years 
are  about  the  same. 

The  amounts  of  the  revenue,  working  expenses 
and  net-profit  for  the  year  are  as  follow  •— 

Yen. 

^VTie-^ 4.580.632 
Woikmg  Expenses    2,166,199 

Net  P,ofil    2,414.433 

The  propoition  of  the  wo,  king  expenses  to  the 
revenue  is  47  per  cent.,  and  compared  with  that 
of  Ihe  previous  fiscal  year  shows  a  deciease  of  12 
per  cent.  But  when  compared  with  that  of  the 
year  before  the  pievious  year  there  is  not  much 
difference,  though  a  slight  deciease  is  shown. 

In  the  following  table  the  aveiage  revenue  and 
working  expenses  per  day  and  the  same  per  mile 
of  hues  in  operation  of  the  different  sections  for 
the  year  are  given  and  compared  with  those  of  the 
previous  fiscal  year  :— 

Average  amount  of  Revenue  and 
_    ..  Working  Expenses  per  Day. 

sections.  Revenue.   Working  Expenses. 

2Sth        24th       35th  94th 
fiscal       fiscal      fiscal  fiscal 
year. 
Yen 

Tokyo-Kobe  Section   10,685 

Ofuna- Yokosuka  Section  

Obu-Taketoyo  Section  

Maiba.a  TsnrtiKa  Section 
ralosaki-Yck  ixHwa  Section! 


Karuitawa-Naoetsu  Section 
Total  average 


183 

69 
3<>7 
248 
1,058 


year. 
Yen. 
9.497 
.  i6r 
43 
302 
250 
995 


year. 
Yen. 
4.654 
62 
39 
»38 
*43 
799 


year. 
Yen. 
S.47S 
64 
65 
167 
'  7 
750 


".55°     11,830      S.93S  '  6,631 
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Sections. 


Average  amount  of  Revenue  and 
Working  Expenses  per  Mile. 
Revenue.  Working  Expenses. 
35th  94th  >5th  ?4«l 
fiscal  fiscal  fiscal  fiscal 
year.  year.  year.  year. 
Yen.        Yen.      Yen.  Yen. 

Tokyo  Kobe  Section  .,   to.3«B      9.4-7      4.494  5,449 

C&Yo*osu1ca  Section         6.67       5.801        2,8  33g 

Obu  Taketoyo  Section   ».~3      ».£3      ».™°  5 

Maibara-Tsuruga  Section    ...    2.73°  ^g|J  **» 

"ka^k-Yokogawa    5.o>8       M9J  «.»» 

Karuilawa-Naoetsu    4.'97      4.»"4  J-™* 


ToUl    8'3"3 


7.0JS      3.931  4.503 


It  will  be  seen  from  tl.e  above  tables  that  the 
Revenues  of  all  the  sections.  Willi  the  exceptm, 
of  tl.e  TaHasaki  line,   have  inc.  eased  ove,  il.al 
of  the  previous  fiscal  yea,.    The  marked  ,nc,  ease 
noticeable  in  llu.se  of  the  Tokyo  Kobe  and  Obu- 
Taketoyo  Sections  is   attributable  to   these  hues 
|,avi.vR,  during  the  previous  year   suffe.ed  f.-om 
he  effects  of  the  ea.thquake,  whilst  th,ou«hou 
he  year  under  review  their  operations  weie  not 
obstructed  by  any  like  casualties.      Ihe marked 
decrease  of  the  working  expenses  of  the  I  okyo- 
Kobe  and  the    Obti-Takeloyo  sections  is  alt,i; 
-billable  to  the  very  heavy  expenditures  incurred 
d  ring  the  previous  fiscal  year  for  repau.ng  o 
the    damages    caused    by    earthquake.  wMj 
in  the  year  under  review  the  sum  expended  fo, 
the  same  pu.pose  amounted  only  lo  yen ,124.227  ; 
and  to  the   fact    of    no  other  extraordinary  ex- 
nendjtu.es  having  been  incurred      H.e  ...cease 
of  tfiewo.king  expenses  of  the  Maiba,  a- Tsui  uga 
Action  is  owing  to  the  expenditure  d„,.„g  he 
last    fiscal    year     for    tl.e    lepauing    of  ea.ih- 
quake  damages  having  been  small,  whilst  the 
larger  portion  of  the  expenditures  on  ibis  account, 
amounting  to  yen  22,845.  was  defrayed  during  he 
year  under  review,      In  l»e  Karu.zawa.Naoe.su 
section  the  augmentation  of  the  working  expenses 
for  .he  year  wis  caused  by  the  expend.iu.e  of  ove, 
yen  26,000  in  clea.  ing  away  snow. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  repa.i.ng  the 
damage  to  railway  properly  caused  by  .he 
g'eat  earthquake  defrayed  during  the  p.evious 
fiscal  year  amounted  to  yen  324-9°7.  the  dis- 

bursements made  during  the  yea,  under  review  n 
bringing  the  repai.s  to  completion  amounted  to 
yen  IA7  109.  The  total  of  these  amounts  rep,  esen.s 
The  latge  sum  of  yen  472.016  ;  from  which  ...  e,  ence 
may  be  made  of  the  exlensiveness  of  the  damage 
wrought. 

The  differences  which  exist  between  the  mode 
of  rendering  accounts  of  .he  Revenues  and 
Expenditures  as  prescribed  by  the  Law  re- 
lating .0  the  Finances  of  Government  Wo,  ks 
and  Government  Railways,  and  the  modes 
employed  by  the  Railway  Depa.  In.enl,  the 
laUe, being  based  upon  a  system  of  accounts 
which  has  been  in  operation  in  the  Depa,  ,.,,,„. 
Tor  many  years  past*  cause  a  d.ffe.  ence ,,,,  h, 
amounts  of  the  earnings  as  wo.ked  out  by  the 
two  systems. 

The  amount  of  money  remitted  to  .he  National 
Treasury,  in  accordance  with  the  new  accounts 
as  the  net  railway  earnings  for  the  year  under  re 
view,  and  foiming  a  part  of  the  .evenues  from.  3" 
ve.nment  works  and  prope,  lies,  waye«  2  085,068 
the  de.ails  of  which,  together  with  the  relation  the 
s„m  beais  to  earnings,  according  to  the  old 
accounts,  a,  e  as  follow 

Railway  Net  Profit  2.4H.433 

Revenues  receivable  and  the  cost  of 
office  furniture,  &c.  (ihe  sums  payable 
on  the  same  being  deducted),  wh.ch 
are  included  by  the  new  accounts 
among  the  adjusted  amounts  ;  but 
excluded  iherefiom  by  the  old  ac- 
counts. (  This  ilem  is  termed  below 
"  the  disparity  between  tl.e  new  and 

old  accounts.")    *7.ft7« 

Total   2,432,411 

Expenditures  on  supplementary  works 
on  open  railways,  clef,  ayed  f.om  the 
ea.  nings,  in  acco.  da.ce  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Railway  Finance  Re- 
gulations, which  are  excluded  fiom 
the  accounts  of  Railway  Pioperiy  by 
the  new  accounts,  but  included  therein 

by  ihe  old  accounts    347-343 

Amount  of  remittance  lo  the  National 
T.easury  as  the  Railway  Net  Profit 

Balance    2,o85.o68 

As  stated  in  the  pari  treating  of  .he  capital  ac- 
count the  Wo.  king  Fund  is  amalgamated  and  ac 
counted  for  with  the  Revenues  and  Expend, lures 
in  Ihe  Revenue  Account,  the  details  of  which  are 

t  11  Yen. 
as  follow  : — - 

W  .,  kin,.  Fund    2,000  000 

.  1  hese  different  met- nd.  of  "ccm.nt.  are  *Kj 
(  ece  vin^  and  paying  and  Jxgyo  Ka„jo  [work.  »CC0iint»  VOX 
[he  sake  of  convenience,  tney  will  be  termed  new  and  old  -c 
counts  respectively. 


Operating  Receipts    4.580,632 

D.spai.tv  between   the  new  and  old 

accounts    lJ,'2 

Total    6,598,610 

Details 

Mateiial  in  Stock:—  Yen. 

In  stoies    895,966 

Al  shops    42  815 

At  contractu,  s'  849  939,630 

Sumsieceivableand  Office 

Furniture,  &c   9'. 435 

Cash     belonging    to  ihe 

Working  Fund    968.935 

Operating  Expenses    2,l66,I99 

Expenditures  on  supple- 

nienla.y  wo.ks   347-343  4-513-542 


Nel  Profit — Balance   

Cash  Account. 

Yen 

Amount  at  deposit  al  the 
close  of  the  year  under 

leview   

Amount  belonging  to 
the  Working  Fund 
carried  over    to  the 

next  fi=cal  year    968,935 

Amount  carried  over  to 
the  next  fiscal  year  to 
meet  sums  payable  .. 


2,085,068 
Yen 

3,120,558 


exception  of  that  for  ihe  Traffic.  This  result  is 
accountable  to  all  items  of  wo,  king  expenditures 
having  in  the  last  year  been  augmented  by  the 
ea.thquake.  This  is  especially  noticeable  in  the 
Maintenance  Expenses,  which  show  the  most 
maiked  decrease  in  the  year  under  leview. 

The  inci  easing  of  ihe  tin  flic  expenses  when  all 
the  olhei  Expend.tuies  have  decreased  is  account- 
able  to  the  inc.  eased  amount  of  ti  ausporlat.on 
business  done  during  ihe  year  under  review. 

The  different  heads  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures in  the  1  evenue  account  of  the  last  th.  ee  yeai  s, 
divided  by  their  appropriate  divisors,  give  tesulls 
as  shown  in  the  following  tables  :— 

RECEIPTS. 

Receipts  per  average  mile  in 
Average  operation, 
mileage  in  Passenger  Goods  Miscellaneous 
Fiscal  Years,    operation.  Receipts.  Receipts.  Receipts.  Total. 

Miles.       Yen.        Yen.      Yen.  Yen. 


25th  fiscal  year 
241I1  fiscal  year 
23rd  fiscal  year 

Average  for  3 
yeais   


66.555         1.035  490 


Balance  2,085,068 
The  lasl  balance  represents  the  sum  lemitted  to 
ihe  National  Treasury  as  the  amount  of  Nel  Rail- 
way Earnings  for  the  year. 

The  foiegoing  are  the  lesults  as  wo.ked  out  11 
acco.  dance  will,  the  new  regulations.  But  since 
the  division  of  items  and  the  system  of  accounts 
generally  employed  in  previous  years  aie  heie  ,e- 
tained,  in  o.der  lo  facilitate  comparison  of  the 
piog, ess  made  by  the  operation  of  .ailways,  the 
sum  of  yen  2,414,433  U  taken  as  the  net  profit  in 
this  statement. 

The  sum  of  yen  4,580,632,  the  gross  revenue  fo 
ihe  year,  is  divided  under  three  heads  of  Passenger, 
Goods,  and  Miscellaneous  receipts,  and  the  .alio 
each  bears  to  the  total  for  this  and  the  last  fisca1 
year,  is  as  follow  : — 

'  Percentage  or 

Amount  for  Amount  for  the  different 
the  year       the  last  receipts  to  the 
Receipts.  under  fiscal      total  revenue. 

review.         year.        35th  24th 
fiscal  fiscal 
year.  year. 
yen.  yen.  per  cent. 

Passenge.s    3.487.133  3>'79.873  761  77  4 

Goods   1,019,262     824,056  22.3  20.0 

Miscellaneous    74,238     106,212    1.6  2.6 


551  6,328  1,850  135  8,313 
539  5,899  L529  197  7,625 
542     6,099     1,417    259  7,775 


1.599    195  7.904 


Fiscal  Year, 


251I1  fiscal  year 
24th  fiscal  year 
23rd  fiscal  year 

Fiscal  Years. 


6,109 
EXPENSES. 
Maintiinence  Ex.  Locomotive  Expenses, 
penses. 

Divisor.      Per        Divisor.  Per 
Working  mile  in     Running  mile 
Mileage,  operation    Mileage.  run. 
Miles.      Yen.        Miles.  Yen. 

..       551      1.524     3.958,059  .202 

,.,  551  1,840  3-547-377  -244 
..     551    1,246    2,947,754  -279 

Traffic     Expenses.  General  Expenses. 
Divisor.     Per  ico  Divisor. 
Total  Re.      yen.    Revenue  and  Per  100 
venue.  Expenditure,  yen. 

Yen.         Yen.         Yen  Yen. 


Total    4,580,632  4,110,141    100  100 

The  figures  in  the  above  table  record  an  in- 
crease in  the  earnings  compared  with  the  last  year, 
of  over  yen  300,000  in  the  Passenger  receipts  and 
and  over  yen  190,000  ill  ihe  Goods  receipts.  These 
satisfactory  results  are   loan  extent  attributable 
to  Ihe  exceptional  curtailment  of  the  leceip.s  in 
p.evious    fiscal    year    through     ihe  eaithquake 
damages.     However,  when  compared  with  Ihe  re 
sulls  of  the  wo,  king  of  the  year  befo.  e  the  previous 
one,  an  increase  of  yen  180,000  in  the  Passenge, 
eceipts  and  over  250,000  ,n  the  Goods  receipts  is 
shown.  These  facts  p.  ove  lhat  a  stead  y  development 
of  both  Ihe  passenger  and  I  he  goods  traffic  is  taking 
place.     In  the  percentages  of  .he  different  receipts 
as  con.pai  ed  wilh  the  lotal  receipts,  it  will  be  noticed 
lhat  the  goods  receipts  arose  by  2.3  per  cent., 
while  the  passenger  receipts  declined  by  2  3  pe, 
cent.  ;  which  shows  that  the  lianspo,  tation  of  goods 
by  rail  is  gradually  increasing.    The  deciease  in 
percentage  of  Ihe  Miscellaneous  receipts  is  owing 
to  these  having  been  bul  a  small  amount  of  the 
extraordinary  revenues  during  the  year. 

In  the  following  table  the  aggiegale  Working 
Expenditure,  during  the  year  under  1  eview,  namely, 
yen  2,166,199,  is  divided  under  the  four  heads  of 
Maintenance  of  Peimanent  Way,  Locomotive, 
Tiaffic,  and  Geneial  Expenses,  and  the  .alio  these 
bear  to  the  Revenue  and  Wo,  king  Expenditure  is 
given  for  this  and  the  previous  year: — 

Ratio  of  the  respective 
Amount  for  Amount  for  expenses  to  the  revenue 
the  Year  nn-    the  last     and  working  expenses. 
Expenses.      der  review,   fiscal  Year.  25th  Fiscal  24th  Fiscal 
r  Year.  Year. 

Yen.  Yen,         Per  Cent.     Per  Cent. 

Maintenance         839.796  i.o'3.S9»        38.818.3   ^24.6 

Locomotive    800,520          866,687         37*  <M         3H  * 

Traffic   379.654          377,3*3         '»-S  8-3          '5-5  9-* 

General    146,229          169.gf9.q-,  °'T  Ml-.-   M  4-« 

Total   2,166,199  3,416.900  100.047.3  100.0  59.0 

Note.-The  figures  on  the  right  side  in  the  columns  of  percent- 
ages Kive  the  percentage  nf  Working  Expenses;  those  on  the 
left  percentages  of  Revenue. 

The  above  table  shows  that  a  general  deciease 
f.., in  the  flames  fo,  the  pievious  yeai  has  taken 
place  iu  all  branches  of  the  expendituies,  wilh  the 


25th  fiscal  yea.  ...  4.580,632  8.288  6,746,831  2. 167 
24th  fiscal  yea.,..  4,110,141  9.182  6,537,041  2589 
23rd  fiscal  year...  4,213,804  8.382  6,215,077  2.236 
Maintenance  Locomotive   Traffic  General. 
Expenses.     Expenses.  Expenses.  Expenses. 

Average  for  the 

three  years   1,537   a-H    8-6l7    >-33i 

The  details  of  I  he  Receipts  and  Expendilu.es  of 
the  Revenue  Account  for  the  va.  ious  sections  will 
be  found  in  Table  No.  2. 

The  net  p.ofit  of  the  year  under  review,  yew 
2  414,433,  compared  with  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  capital,  yen  37,554.475-  a"d  l,le  total  "f  lhe 
finally  adjusted  amount  of  the  same,  or  fixed 
Capital,  yen  35,4i8,997  K'*e  ilie  following  ratios 
for  this  year,  those  ot  lhe  lh.ee  pi  evious  yeai  s 
being  also  given  for  comparison  : — 

Net  profits  com-     Net  profits  corn- 
Fiscal  Year,         pared  with  Gross        pared  with 
Capital.  Fixed  capital. 

Per  cent.  Per  cent. 

251I)  fiscal  year   6  4    6.8 

241I1  fiscal  year    4-6    4-9 

23,  d  fiscal  year   6  3    6.8 

22nd  fiscal  year   6.1    6.7 

As  may  be  observed  in  the  above  table,  llie  net 
piofit  of  the  year  was  6.4  per  cent,  of  lhe  Gross 
Capital  and  6.8  per  cent,  of  tl.e  Adjusted  Fixed 
Capital.     In  the  Gross  Capital,  however,  is  in- 
eluded  the  sum  of  yen  1,978,213  expended  for  the 
construction  of  lhe  Us...  Railway,  and  the  ad- 
justed sum  of  yen  1,991,263  in  llie  Fixed  Capital 
(the  apparent  discrepancy  existing  between  lhe 
Construction  Expenditures  and  lhe  Adjusted  Ac- 
count has  been    explained    in   tl.e   pari    of  tins 
.epo.t  t, eating  the  Capital  Account),   as  these 
amounts  had  not  become  productive  during  the 
year  were  they  excluded,  the  petcentages  of  the 
net  P.ofit  would  have  been  6.8  per  cent,  of  the 
Gross  Capital  and   7.2   per  cent,  of   the  Hxed 
Capital.    The  lesultof  the  working  for  lhe  p.evious 
fiscal  year  having  been  poor  owing  to  the  eaith- 
quake, the  above  figures  may  be  compared  Willi 
That  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  fiscal  years.    In  this 
case,  they  show  an  increase  of  from  .4  to  .7  per  cent. 

In  the  following  table  the  annual  increase  of  the 
Capital  and  of  the  Gross  Receipts  is  compared, 
and  the  annual  increase  of  the  mileage  in  opera- 
tion and  the  percentages  a.e  given,  to  show  the 
relation  between  the  Capital  and  lhe  Revenue  for 
this  last  and  the  three  previous  fiscal  years:— 

tfi  WO 


Fiscal  Year. 


1     c    -So"  .  °o 
■go -2    Si- £2    -2  5!  2 

Its- 


o  o 


2s  §.e~i 

00*      2  ° 

«o         a.  c/)  e>  Own 


Miles. 


Yen. 


Yen. 


25th  fiscal  year... 
24th  fiscal  year... 
23rd  fiscal  year... 
22nd  fiscal  year. . 


Per 

cent. 

2.7  490-491 

4.6  103,663*  2.4' 


a.  .2  g  2 

V  a. 

_  5. 
g  u  u 

Per  Per 
cent.  cent. 

12.2 

11  2 


11.7 
63.0 


12.0 
10.9 


o  97«.3S7 
a  1,611,4,6 

9       524,069       1.5  44*>I74 
203    1,056,606       3.0  «.457.8r9 
*  Decrease. 

The  sum  of  yen  2,085,068  remitted  to  the  Na- 
tional  T.eastu  y  as  (he  nel  earnings  f»i  the  yea.  IS 
e;  o  per  cent,  of  the  g.oss  capital,  and  5.9  pei  cent, 
of  the  Fixed  capital. 


Jan.  13,  1894.] 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


5i 


Tin;  Gauaral  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Capital  and 
Revenue  Account-,  at  llie  close  of  the  year  will  be 
found  in  Table  No.  3. 

Private  Railways. 
Applications  received  dining  the  year  nndei  1  e- 
view  for  pec  mission  to  form  companies  for  the 
puipose  of  constructing  railways  were  7  in  num- 
ber, vil. : — The  Nanyo,  Dogo,  Ota,  Sbinkaku, 
Sauo,  Boso,  and  Kojima  Railways.  Of  these  the 
Boso  and  Shinkaku  Railways  aie  designed  to 
use  electricity  as  the  motive  power.  Applica 
lions  weie  also  received  from  the  Sobu  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  consliuct  a  branch 
line  from  Koiwa  to  Honjo,  and  another  from  the 
Kansei  Railway  Company  for  licence  to  extend 
their  line  from  Tsuge  to  Naia,  and  from  Kuwana 
to  Nagoya.  Of  these  9  applications,  that  of 
the  Sobu  Railway,  together  with  an  application 
made  in  the  22nd  fiscal  year  by  the  Banian  R 
way  Company,  was  gianted.  All  olheis  were 
under  consideration  at  the  date  up  to  which  this 
repoii  deals.  Information  about  the  situation  of 
the  offices,  amount  of  capital,  the  location  anil 
length  of  lines,  &c,  of  these  tailways  will  be  found 
in  the  table  below. 

Chatters  weiegiauled  lo  t lie  following  five  com- 
panies; — The  Kawagoe,  Onte,  Kushuo,  Settsu, 
and  Nippon  Railway  Company  (for  its  hi  and 
bom  Slininchl  to  Mloalo).  Of  these  I  lie  Kushiio 
Rail  way  Company  wei  e  granted  licence  lo  open 
theii  line  foi  public  liaffio  on  the  1st  of  Septembei 
1S92. 

Licences  were  gianted  during  the  year  undei 
icview  pei  milting  the  opening  foi  public  tiaffic  of 
the  following  lines  of  railway: — M 1  tsti-  la  ka  I  ih  ma 
Section   of  the  Iyo    Railway,    Onomjchl Mihaj a 
Section  of  the  Sanyo  Railway,  the  whole  of 
line   of   I  he    Kushiio   Railway,   and  the  N.'kata- 
Kolake    and    Nokaia-Kaneda    Sections    of  tl 
Chlkuho  Railway.     Beside  the  aliove,  licence  was 
granted    the    Hokkaido    Railway  Company 
open  their   Muioian   and   Yuliai  i   line.    All  the 
lines   piojected    by  lliis    Company    weie  llieieby 
brought  to  completion.      I  he  aggiegaie  niileag 
of  the  pnvate  railways  openeil  dining  the  ye 
is  153  miles  43  chains.     A  detailed  account 
these  matteis  1,  given  in  the  tabulated  form  below 

The  lolal  mileage  of  llie  railways  of  the  dif- 
feienl  companies  in  opeiation  at  the  close  of  the 
year  under  leview  amounted  to  over  1,319 
miles.  The  lines  open,  lines  under  consti  uctkji 
and  hues  surveyed  are  given  in  the  Railway 
Sketch  Map*  annexed  to  this  report. 

Chai  lei  s  were  granted  to  : — 
The  Kawagoe  Railway  Company. 
Office — Tokorozawa,  Saitama  Ken. 
Charter — Gianted  21st  June,  1892. 
Capital — Yen  300,000. 
Line — Kokiibiinji  to  Kawagoe. 
Length  — 18  miles  20  chains. 
^  Period  of  Constt uction — 2  years. 
The  Ome  Railway  Company. 
Office — Ome,  Kanagawa  Ken. 
Chatter— Granted  21st  June,  1892. 
Capital — Yen  100,000. 
Line — Ome  to  Tachikawa. 
Length— 13  miles  7  chains. 
Period  of  Construction — 2  years. 
The  Kushiro  Railway  Company, 
Office — Shibecha,  Hokkaido. 
Chatter— Granted  2lsl  June,  1892. 
Capital — Yen  200,000. 
Line — Shibecha- Atosanobori. 
Length — 26  miles  50  chains. 
Construction  completed. 
The  Settsu  Railway  Company. 
Office — Itami,  Hyogo  Ken. 
Chai  ter— Granted  28th  December,  1892. 
Capital — Yen  240,000. 

Line— Amagasaki  to  Itami  and  Itami  to  Ikeda 

and  Iktise. 
Length— 14  miles  34  chains. 
Period  of  Construction— 15  months. 
The  Nippon  Railway  Company. 
Office — Toky  o. 

Charter— Gianted3ist  March,  1893. 

Line— Shiriuchi  to  Minato. 

Length—  s  miles  13  chains. 

Period  of  Construction — 1  Year. 

Charters  applied  for  by  :— 
The  Sano  Railway  Company. 

Office—  Kuzuomachi,  Tochigi  Ken. 

Capital — Yen  145,000. 

Line— Kuzuo  to  Koshinagawa. 

Length— 9  miles  50  chains. 
riieShinkaku  Railway  Company. 

Office — Kobe,  Hyogo  Ken. 

Capital  Yen  300,000, 

Line— Kobe  lo  Mila  machi. 

Length  — 17  miles  32  chains. 


21st  February, 


The  Boso  Railway  Company. 
Office — Tokyo. 
Capital. —  Yen  230,000. 
Line — Soga  niacin  lo  Ozuua. 
Length  — 1 1  miles  39  chains. 
Pi  o  vision  a  I  chai  ler  granted  to  :  — 
The  Nippon  Railway  Company. 
Office — Tokyo. 

Provisional  Chaitei- -Gianted  27th  December 
1892. 

Line — Shiiuiclli  lo  Minato. 
Length — 5  miles  13  chains. 
Peiiod  of  survey — 6  months. 
The  Sobu  Railway  Company. 
Office — Tokyo. 

Pi  ovisional   charter — Granted 
1893. 

Line  —  Koiwa  to  Honjo. 
Length— 5  miles  40  chains. 
Period  of  survey — 6  months. 
Bantan  Railway  Company. 
Office — Shikama,  Hyogo  Ken. 
Pi  ovisional  chai  lei — G.  anted  8th  March,  1893. 
Capital — Yen  I.OOO.OOO. 
Line — Shlkama-Ikuno. 
Length — 29  miles. 
Peiiod  ol  sinvey — 10  months. 

Pi  ovisional  Thai  leis  applied  for  by  :  

I  lie  Nanyo  Railway  Company. 
Offii  e — Goo chin,  Ehime  Ken. 
Capital — Yen  85,000. 

Line — Sotogawa  lo  Glllicllitl, 
Lengih — 7  miles  IO  chains. 
The  Dogo  Railway  Company. 
Office—  Dot."",  Rhime,  Kell. 

Capital  —  Yen  28,000. 

Lme— Yuno.nachi  to  Fnnaya  and  Furumachi. 
Length—  -2  miles  23  chains. 

The  Ola  Railway  Company. 
Office — O'a,  L.a  aki  Ken. 

Capital — Yen  160,000. 

Line— Oia  to  Milo. 
Lengih  —  13  miles. 
I  he  Kansei  Railway  Company, 
Office—  Yokkaichi,  Mir  Ken. 
Capital — 1  960,000  Yen. 
Line— Kuwana  10  Nagoya. 
Length — 15  miles  40  chains. 
The  Kansai  Railway  Company. 
Capital — Yen  1,540,000. 
Line — Tsuge  to  Naia. 
Length— 31  miles  57  chains. 
The  Kojima  Railway  Company. 
Office— Km  ashiki,  Okayama  Ken. 
Capital — Yen  170,000. 
Line — Kurashiki  lo  Ajino. 
Length — 11  miles  21  chains. 
The  following  lines  of  railway  were  opened  for 
public  traffic  after  duly  passing  the  inspection  of 
the  Railway  Depaitmenl: — 

The  Iyo  Railway  Company: — 

Line — Mitsu  to  Takahama   

_  Opened—  6lh  May,  1892. 
The  Sanyo  Railway  Company:— 

Line — Onomichi  to  Mihara  ,. 

Opened^-I3th  July,  1892. 
The  Hokkaido  Railway  Company: 

Line — Muioian  to  Iwamizawa    83  48 

Opened  —  1st  August,  1892. 
The  Hokkaido  Railway  Company:— 

Line — Oiwake  to  Yubaii  

Opened — 1st  November,  1892. 
The  Kushiro  Railway  Company:  — 

Line — Shibecha  to  Atosanobori   

Opened — 1st  September,  1892. 
file  Chikuho  Railway  Company: — 

Line— Nokata  to  Kotake  

Opened  — 181I1  October  1892. 

The  Chikuho  Railway  Company:  

Line — Nokata  lo  Kaneda   

Opened— 6lh  February  1893. 

To,al    43 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  working  of 
pnvate  railways,  the  Receipts,  Wo.  king  Expenses 
percentages  of  the  Net  Earnings,  &C,  for  the  year 
under  review,  of  the  Nippon  and  twelve  other  rail- 
way companies,  as  they  appear  in  their  respective 
reports,  are  given  and  compared  with  those  of  th 


Nippon  Railway. 

Ueno  Aotnoi  i  Section    454-66 

Shinagawa  Akabane  Section   12. 76 

Omiya-Maebashi  Section    51.14 

Uisiinomiya-Nikko  Section    25.00 

Iwakiri  Shiogama  Section    4.23 

Ueno  Akihauohai  a  Section  f   1.15 

Oyama-Mito  Section    41-45 

Milo-Nakagawa  Section  f  62  591.61 


.  Kobu  Railway. 
Shinjiku  to  Hachioji   

Ryomo  Railway. 
Oyama  to  Maebashi  

Sanyo  Railway. 

Kobe  Mihara  Section    143.40 

Hyogo-Wadanomisaki  Section  f..      1.64  145.24 


22.77 
52.17 


Kyushu  Railway. 

Moji  to  Kumamoto   131 

I'osu  to  Saga  

Kansei  Railway. 

Kusalsu- Yokkaichi  Section   49  25 

Kameyama  Tsu  Section   g  60 

Osaka  Railway. 

O-aka-Takada  Section    23. II 

Oji-Nai  a  Section   


136.61 


59  05 


9  44      32  55 


M.  CH. 
21  64 


Length 
M.  Ch 
I.48 


5-51 


26.49 


25-78 


3-69 


6.20 


11  to  be  found  at  the 


*  As  the  Map  cannot  be  reproduced  here  the  Tahl.= 
Mileage,  of  Railways  appearing"™  the  map  »re  given below. 


of 


previous  year  in  Table  No 
end  of  this  report. 

Table  of  mileages  of  all  the  Railways  in  opera- 
tiou  on  the  31st  March,  1893. 

Government  Railways. 

Shimbashi. Kobe  Section    376C,Hi 

Ofuna-Yokosuka  Section    10.03 

Obti-Taketoyo  Section    12.OI 

Maibara-Kanegasaki  Section    ...  31.01 

I'akasaki-Naoetsu  Section   H7.IO 

Baba  Otsii  Section  f    ,  2- 

Fukatant  Nagahama  Section 9  60 

  557-49 


Hankai  Railway. 
O-aka  lo  Sakai  

Chikuho  Railway. 

VVakainatsu- Kaneda  Section  

Nokala-Oiake  Section   3  69 

Iyo  Railway. 
Satogawato  Takahama  S  eciion ... 

Sanuki  Railway. 
Matugameto  Koiohiia  Section... 

Kokkaido  Railway. 

Temiya- Horonai  Seciion   56.02 

Horonaifuto  •  lUiishunbetsu  Sec- 

  4.39 

Muioian  TJlashinai  Section    H4  39 

Sunagawa-Soi  achifuto  Section  ...  2.68 

Oiwake-Yubai  i  Section    26.49 

Sanbashi-Temiya  Sectionf  34 

Kushiro  Railway. 
Shibecha  to  Atosanobori  


13 


25  53 


566 


10.15 


204.71 


Total 


'57-13 


134-40 


25-78 
1.877.05 

Table  of  mileages  of  Private  Railways  either 
under  construction  or  for  which  surveys  have  been 
made,  i.e.  of  the  lines  projected  by  companies  for 
which  they  had  been  granted  chatters  and  hence 
possessing  the  right  of  construction  on  31st  March 
1893. 

Kobu  Railway.  M>  cj, 

Shinjiku  to  Misakicho  „  .,   4,20 

Sanyo  Railway. 

Mihai  a  to  Shimonoseki   ,  

Kytishiu  Railway. 

Kokma  to  Gyohashi   "\ 

Kumamoto  to  Yashiro  and  Misumi  > 

Saga  to  Nagasaki  and  Sasebo   ) 

Kwansei  Railway. 

Yokkaichi  to  Kuwana    8. 15 

Osaka  Railway. 

Minato-machi  M'meda  (Osaka)  ") 

Takata  to  Sakurai  3    10.23 

Iyo  Railway 

Sotogawa  to  Hiraigawara    4.34 

Chikuho  Railway 
Kanda  to  I  ka  i  i  ) 

Kotake  to  Iizuka  /    "'   •  •  8.02 

Koshin  Railway 

Gotemba  lo  Matsumoto    136.00 

Sobu  Railway 

Honjo  to  Sakura    31.00 

Sangu  Railway 

Tsu  to  Kamala   ,   22.40 

Hoshu  Railway 
Gyohashi  to  Yokkaichi  ) 

Gyohashi  to  Kashun  Ikari  J    43°5 

Setlsu  Railway 

Amagasaki  to  Itami  ) 

Ikeda  to  Ikuse  J    14-34 

Kawagoe  Railway 

Kawagoye  to  Kokubunji]   18.20 

Ome  Railway 

Ome  to  Tachikawa    13. 07 

Nippon  Railway 
Shiriuchi  to  Minato    ^  ,^ 


Total 


6 1 1 .06 


t  These  lines  are  used  for  Goods  Traffic  Exclusively, 
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TaBLB  No.  5. 


Statistics  op  Passkngkk  TrawiC. 


Items. 


Average  operating  mileage*   

Passengei  liain  mileage   

Mixed  train  mileage  

Total   

Daily  train  mileage   

Can  iage  mileage   

Aveiage  mileage  per  day  

Average  number  of  caniages  to  a  liain   

Total  number  of  caniages  used  f   

Daily  Average  mileage  per  cartiage  , 

Number  of  Passengers  cariied  :— 

Fiist  and  Second  class   

Third  class   

Total   

Daily  average  number  of  passengers  

Passenger  mileage  : — 

First  and  Second  class  passenger  mileage  .. 

Third  class  passengei  mileage   

Total   

Average  mileage  per  passenger   

Average  mileage  per  First  and  Second  class 

passenger   ,  

Average  mileage  per  Third  class  passenger  

Average  number  of  passengers  per  mile   

Average  number  of  passenger  s  per  train  mile.. 
Average  number  of  passenger  s  per  cai  1  iage  mile 
Coaching  Receipts:— 

Passenger  receipts  ,  

Parcels  and  luggage  receipts  

Postal  sei  vice  receipts   ,,, 

Total   .' 

Daily  average  receipts   

Average  receipts  per  operating  mile   

Average  receipts  per  train  mile   

Average  receipts  per'  carriage  mile  ,  

Average  receipts  per  passenger   

Average  receipts  per  passenger  mile   

Avei  age  receipts  per  carriage  

Total  tonnage  of  parcels  and  luggage  cariied  

Average  number  of  tons  per  day   

Average  receipts  per  ton   


Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Car  1  iages 
Car  1  iages 
Miles 

Per  sons 
Persons 
Persons 
Pei  sons 

Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 

Miles 
Miles 
Pei  sons 
Persons 
Pei sons 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 
Tons 
Tons 

Yen 


Tokyo-Kobe  Section. 


ajth  Fiscal  Year. 


429.36 
2,023,152. 

328,121. 
2,187,213. 
5.992- 

25.503696. 
69.873- 
11.66 
240,276. 
107.878 

702,839. 
10,890,449. 
11,593.288. 
31,762. 

22,035,262. 
254,274,297. 
276,309,559- 

23-83 

31-35 
23  35 
643403- 
126.33 
10.83 

3,036,148377 
122,646.680 
32,825.604 
3,191,620.661 
8,744. 166 
7,431-880 

1-459 
.1251 

.2619 
.01099 

13  557 
5.168. 
14.16 
23  732 


»4th  Piscnl  Yeur. 


4309 
2,066,l8(). 

209,474. 
2,170,917. 

5.931- 
25,125,422. 
68,649. 

•i-57 

231,464. 
1 10.048 

660,081. 

9.903.633- 
10,563,714. 
28,863. 

20,026,212. 
227,772,220. 
247.798,432. 

23.46 

30-34 
23.00 
576,125. 
114.14 
9  86 

2,734,418  235 

97.721-33° 
32,442.388 
2,864,581.953 
7,826.727 
6,660.076 
1.320 
.1140 
•2589 
.01 103 
12653 
4.396- 
12  01 

 22.23oj 


Increase  or  De- 
crease. Decrease 
marked  *. 


•5.3 


43.028. 
1 18,647, 
16,296. 
61. 
378,274. 
1,224. 

.09 
8,812. 
*  2.170 

42,758. 
986,816. 
1,029,574. 
2,899. 

2,009,050. 
26,502,077. 
28,511,127. 


Talutulcl.Tokogawa  Section. 




ajtli  Fiscal  Year. 



a4th  Fiscal  Yeur. 

18. 

18. 

4."76. 

1.342. 

61,464. 

52,924- 

34.908. 

27,804. 

96. 

76. 

416,899. 

ia6  8/1? 

1,142. 

948. 

II.94 

12.47 

9.017- 

9.623. 

370,688. 

346,736. 

379.705- 

356,359- 

1,040. 

974- 

124,601. 

I44.992- 

4.495.323- 

4,581,902. 

Increase  or  De. 
crease.  Decrease 
marked 


O. 

2,734- 

8,540. 
7.104. 

20. 

70,057. 
194. 


4,619,924. 


•37 

12.17 

1. 01 

1382 

•35 

12.13 

67,278. 

256,662. 

12.19 

I32-35 

•97 

11.08 

301,730.142 

63.972.740 

24.925  350 

1,1 12.670 

383.216 

769  566 

327,038.708 

65.854  976 

9'7-439 

180.425 

771.804 

3,658.610 

•139 

1.887 

.01 1 1 

.1580 

.0030 

.1685 

.00004 

•01385 

.904 

772. 

184. 

2.15 

•50 

1.502 

6.047 

4,726,894. 
13.26 

1507 
1321 
262,605. 
170.01 

•3-63 

62, 206. 610 
1,097.600 
720.000 
64,024.210 
174.930 
3.556.901 
2.303 
.1846 
.1746 

.01316 

164. 

•45 
6693 


•S3 


606. 
23.952. 
23.346. 
66. 

20,391. 

86.579- 
106,970. 
1.09 

1.25 
1.08 
5.943- 
37.66 

2-55 

1,766  130 
15  070 
49566 

1.830.766 

5-495 
101.709 
.416 
.0266 
.0061 
.00069 


20. 


•05 
.646 


Items. 


Aver  age  opei  aiing  mileage  *   

Passenger  train  mileage   

Mixed  ti  ain  mileage  

Total  

Daily  train  mileage   

Cai  1  iage  mileage   

Average  mileage  per  day  

Aver  age  number  of  cai  1  iage  to  a  ti  ain   

T>tHl  number  of  car  1  iages  used  T   

Daily  aver  age  per  cai  r  inge  

Number  of  passengers  cariied  :  — 

First  and  Second  class   

Third  class   

Total  ......!"!!!!!!!!!".!; 

Daily  average  number  of  passengers  

Passenger  mileage  : — 

First  and  Second  class  passenger  mileage 

Third  class  passenger  mileage  

Total  

Aver  age  mileage  

Average  mileage  per  First  and  Second  class 

passenger   

Average  mileage  per  Third  class  passenger."".' 
Average  number  of  passengers  pei  mile 
Average  number  of  passengers  per  train  mile.. 
Aver  age  number  of  passengers  pei  cat  riage  mile 
Coaching  Receipts  : — 

Passenger  receipts   

Parcels  and  luggage  receipts   

Postal  service  1  eceipts   

Total  

Daily  Aveiage  receipts  

Average  receipts  per  opei  al  ing  mile   .'"  '....'„, 

Aveiage  receipts  per  liain  mile 


Aveiage  receipts  per  carriage  mile  , 

Average  receipts  per  passenger   ,[[ 

Average  receipts  per  passenger  mile 
Aveiage  daily  receipts  per  can  iage 
Toial  tonnage  of  par  cels  and  luggage  tarried] 

Avei  age  number  of  tons  per  day  

Aveiage  receipts  per  ton   


Miles 
Miles 

Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Can  iages 
Can  iage>. 
Miles 

Persons 
Pei  sons 
Pei  sons 
Pei  sons 

Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 

Miles 

Miles 
Per  sons 
Persons 
Per  sons 

Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Tons 
Tons 
Yen 


Karuixawa-Naoetsu  Section. 


25th  Fiscal  Year.      j4th  Fiscal  Year. 


*  The  practice  of  deducting  the 


92.IO 

251.172. 
125,586. 

344- 
1,193,667. 
3.270. 

9  50 
13.140. 
90.842 

14,230. 
886  324. 
900,554. 
2,467. 

33°  402. 
17  598  808. 
1 7  929,210. 

19.91 

23  22 
19  86 
194,618. 
142.76 
15.02 

235  487  8k. 
2.738.300 
1,726  501 
239'952  610 
657.404 
2,604  642 
1. 91 1 
.2010 
.2615 

.01313 
18  261 

'35- 
•37 

 20  284) 


92.10 

259.345- 
129.673. 

355- 
1,249,498. 

3,414- 

964 
12,688 
98  479 

13  633- 
854  207. 
867  840. 
2.371. 

325  843- 
17  212  324. 
'7.538,167. 

20.17 

23  9° 
20  15 

I90,374- 
135  24 
1404 

230,241.190 
2,985.320 
1,764  no 
234  993  650 
642  051 
2,550  780 
1  8 1 2 
.1881 
•2653 
•01313 
18.521 
130. 
•36 

 22  964 


Increase  or  De- 
crease.  Decrease 
marked*. 


8,173- 
4,087. 
11. 

55.831. 
144. 
.14 

452 

7-6;,7 

597- 
32,1 17. 

32,7'4- 


4  559- 
386.484. 

391.043- 


Total. 


25th  Fiscal  Year. 


539  46 
2,027,328. 

640,757- 
2,347.707- 
6.432. 
27,1 14.262. 
74.285. 
1 1  55 
253  416. 

lu6  995 

726  086. 
12,147,461. 
,2-873  547 
35.270. 

22.490  265. 
76  368  428 
98,958.693 


>4th  I'iscal  Ye„r. 


l  Inclusive  of  the  Yoltogawa  Line.  '"pioyeu. 
No°ilee2,'_S!.MailSKa,e  ?r  inC'Uded  tn  the  U,,,na*e  of  Parcels  a"d  Luggage. 


.26 

23.21 

.68 

30-97 

.29 

22.75 

4.244 

553.878. 

752 

127.30 

.9* 

1 1 .02 

6,246  620 

3-335  608  927 

247  020 

126  497  650 

37  640 

35  321  670 

4,961.960 

3  497.428  247 

'5  353 

9  581  995 

53-862 

6,481  820 

•099 

1  490 

.0126 

.1290 

.0038 

.2591 

.01116 

.260 

13  801 

5- 

5.487 

.01 

15-03 

2.68o| 

23  054I 

540  19 

•  2,067,522. 

521,743. 
2.328,394. 
6,362. 

26,721,762. 
73-011. 
11  48 
244,152. 
109447 

683  337. 
11,104  576 
11,787.913. 
32,208. 

20,497,-47. 
249  566  446 
270,063,493. 

22.91 

30.00 

22.48 

499.898 

i'5  99 
10. 1 1 

3,026  866  035 
101 .804  250 
34.926  528 
3.163  596  813 
8,643.708 
5.855  937 
1  359 
.1184 
.2568 
■01 121 

„ 12  957 
4,690. 

12.82 

.  20.707 


Increase  or  De- 
crease. Decrease 
marked*. 


iscontinued  from  this  yeai 


•53 
40,194. 
1 19,014. 

I9.3I3- 
70. 
392,5oo. 
1,274. 

9.264 

2-452 

42  749- 
1  042  885. 
1 ,085  634. 
3.062. 

1  993  218. 
26  801 .982. 
28,795,200. 

•30 

•97 

53  98". 
11.31 

•9' 

308  742  892 
24  693  400 
395  142 

333  831  434 
938  287 
625  883 

>3' 
.0106 

.0023 
.00005 
•844 
797- 
2.18 
2  347 


year  was  given  111  the  last  report  as  216,944.  This 


was  an 
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Table  No.  6. 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 

Statistics  of  Goods  Traffic. 


[Jan.  13,  1894. 


Items. 


Tokyo-Kobe  Section. 


Takasaki-Yokogavva  Section. 


J5th  Fiscal  Year. 


94th  Fiscal  Year. 


Ave.  age  updating  mileage 

G>ods  ti  ain  mileage   

Mixed  t'  ain  mileage   

Total   

Dii'y  aveiage  mileage  ... 

G  ""l-  waggon  mileage   

Empty  waggon  mileage  ... 
I<  mpty  waggon  mileage 
Empty  waggon  mileage, 
Rntio    of    empty  waggon 

Total  waggon  mileage  

Pe.ce..tage  of  empty  waggon  m.leage, .down 

Percent  age  'of  '  em  ply"  waggon   mileage,  up 
train   

Dailv  avei  age  mileage   ••••••  

gaily   aveiage   m.leage  of  f.e.gh.ed  wag 


down  11  am  .... 

up  U ain  

mileage   to  tli 


Miles 
Miles 
Miles 

M;les 
Miles 

Mllrs 

Miles 
Miles 

Miles 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Pei  cent 
Miles 


439  16 

824  728. 
328  121. 
988  788. 
2  7"9 
16  792  482. 
3  598  182. 
3,121 ,656. 
476,526. 

214 


43  69 
684  760 
209  474- 
789  497- 
2.157. 
2,404  744- 
2.610,390. 
2 ,040,007  • 
57o.383- 

210 


Average  .......be.  of  waggons  to  a 

Total  ntimbei  of  waggons  used   

Daily  average  mileage  pel  waggon 

Tonnage  of  goods  canted  

Daily  aveiage  tonnage   

Ton  Mileage  : — 

Ton  mileage,  down  train  

Ton  mileage,  up  train   

Total   

Average  mileage  per  ton 


Avei  age  tonnage  per 


mile 


mile,  down 
train  mile,  up  Lain  .... 


Aveiage  tonnage  per  tram  mile 
Average    tonnage    per  train 

train   

Average  tonnage  pet 
Average  tonnage  per  waggon  mile 
Average  tonnage  per  waggon  mile,  down 

train  •  -  ■.'  "._ 

Average   tonnage  per  waggon    mile,  tip 

Average  'tonnage  per'  f  r'eig'hud  waggon  mile 
Average  tonnage  pet  freighted  waggon  mile, 

up  train   

Goods  Receipts  :— 

Ordinary  freight  receipts  

Waggon-load  freight  receipts   ......... 

Goods  carried  by  special  contract  receipts  ... 

Total   

Daily  average  receipts   

Average  receipts  per  mile  

Average  receipts  per  train  mile   

Average  receipts  per  waggon  mile  

Average  receipts  per  freighted  waggon  mile 

Aveiage  receipts  per  ton  

Average  receipts  per  ton  mile   

Daila  average  receipts  per  waggon  


Miles 
Miles 
oir 

Waggon 
Miles 
Tons 

Tons 

Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Tons 
Tons 


Tons 
Tons 
Tons 

Tons 

Tons 
Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 

Yen 


37  2 

5-7 
46,007. 

36,149- 
9.858 
1698 
549  064 

31.215 
850,245- 
2,3^9- 

I3.904.325- 
26,657,141- 
40,561,466. 

47-71 
92.353- 
41.021 

28.124 
53-9>9 
2.415 

1.656 

3  '75 
3  074 

2.636 
3-366 


32  9 

9.2 
33  893- 

26  761. 
7-'32- 
15  7i 
508,321. 

25  030 
685  5<'5- 
1.873- 


26,766,01 1. 

38.99 
60,851. 
33-9°3 


Increase  or 
Decrease.  Decrease 
Marked." 


o-53 
139  968- 
118,647- 
199  291. 
552. 
4-387  738- 
987  792- 
1,081 .649. 

6  93.857. 

0.4 
4-3 

*  3-5 
12,114. 

9388. 
2,726. 
1.27 

4°.743- 

6.185 

164,74°- 
456- 


35th  Fiscal  Year. 


Increase  or 
24th  Fiscal  Year.    Decrease.  Decrease 
I  Marked." 


2.158 


2-733 


13-795.455- 

8.72 

3L502. 

7.14C 


0.257 


O.34I 


18. 
12,294. 
61,464. 
43,026. 
Il8. 
346,420. 
122  3Q4- 

1  3 '  4- 
121,080. 

353 
0.8 

699 
949. 

614. 

335- 
805 


50,032- 
137- 

728  998. 
86,034. 
815,032. 
16.29 
45,280. 
18943 

33  886 
3  999 

2-  353 

4.209 

0.497 

3-  638 

4.241 
1.650 


10,587. 
52:924. 

37.049- 

ioi. 
318  782. 
95  766. 

414. 
95  352- 

30.0 
0-3 

598 
871. 

609. 
262. 
860 


49,200. 
134- 


807,222. 
16.41 
44.290. 
21.788 


o. 

1,707. 
8  540. 
5  977- 
17- 
27  638. 
26  628. 

900. 
25728. 


199,180.264 
382,421.270 

95.156-59° 
676,758.124 
1,849.066 
L538  567 
0.857 
00546 
0.0691 
o  9872 
0.02528 
1.380 


254.570-267 
420,012.150 
229,392  750 

9°3.975'l67 
2,476  644 
2,058.231 
0.914 
o  0538 
0.0685 
1.0632 
0.02229 
1. 69 1 

Aggregate  Train  Mileages 


53 
0.5 

10. 1 

78. 

5- 
73- 
055 


832. 
3- 


7,810. 
0.12 

99° 
2.845 


55.390-°°3 
37,590.880 
134,236.160 
227,217  043 
627  578 
519  664 
<  057 
0.0008 
0.0006 
0.0760 
o  00299 
0.311 


13,204.961 

8,578.400 
2,952.780 

24,736  141 
67.770 
1,374-230 
o.575 
0.0714 
0.1 104 

0.4944 
0.03035 


2.532 


3.620 


13,027.677 
1 1,816.990 

24,844  667 
67.882 
1,380  259 

o  671 

0.0771 

6.  m,. 
0.505 


0.179 


0.018 


177.284 

* 

3.238  59° 
2,952.780 

* 

108.526 

* 

0.112 

* 

6.029 

* 

0096 

I* 

0.0065 

* 

0.0010 

* 

0.0106 

* 

0.00043 

Passenger  train  mileage. 
Goods  Lain  mileage  .... 
Mixed  train  mileage  .... 


Total 


Miles 
Miles 
Miles 


2,023,152. 
824.728. 
328,121. 

2,066,180. 
684,760. 
209,474. 

3,176,001. 

2,960,414. 

Items. 


3jth  Fiscal  Year.     Mh  Fiscal  Year. 


down  ti  ain 


mileage,  down 
mileage,  up 


Average  operating  mileage 

Goods  train  mileage   

Mixed  train  mileage   

Total   

Daily  aveiage  mileage  . 
Goods  waggon  mileage  .... 
Empty  waggon  mileage  ... 
Empty  waggon  mileage, 

Einplv  waggon  mileage,  up  Ham  ,  

Ratn,Pof  empTy  waggon  mileage  to  .he  total 

waggon  mileage   

Pe.centage  of  empty  waggon 

tiain   

Percentage   of    empty  waggon 

•  tiain   ••  

Ddilv  aveiage  mileage   •  •• —  •  

Da.lV  average  mileage  of  f.eighted  waggons 
Daily  aveiage  mileage  of  empty  waggons  ... 

Aveiage  nnmbei  of  waggons  to  a  Ham   

Total  number  of  waggonsused  

Daily  average  mileage  per  waggon  

Tonnage  of  goods  ca.ried   

Daily  aveiage  tonnage   

Ton  Mileage  : — 

Ton  mileage,  down  tram   

Ton  mileage,  up  nain  

Total   j  

Average  mileage  per  ton   


Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent 
Miles 
Miles 
Miles 
Waggons 
Waggons 
Miles 
Tons 
Tons 

Miles 
Miles 

Miles 
Miles 


92.10 
31,162.  . 
251,172- 
156,748. 
429. 
i,393. 152- 
594.704- 
544  075- 
50,629. 

42.7 

78.1 

7-3 
3.817- 
2.188. 
1,629. 
8  89 
79.570- 

19.277 
82,127. 
225 

496  979- 
2,953.839- 
3,450,818. 

42.02 


Increase  or 
Decrease.  Decrease 
Marked* 


92.10 
17,688. 
259-345- 
T47.36I- 
403- 
1,235  980. 

539  958- 
501.522- 

38.436- 
43-7 
81.2 

6-3 
3  377- 
1 ,902. 

1.475- 
8-39 
76,616. 

16.132 
71,806. 
196. 


2,883,637. 

40.13 


Total. 


ajth  Fiscal  Year. 


13-474- 

8.173 
9387 
26. 
157. T72- 

54  746. 
42.553- 
12,193- 

1.0 

3-1 

1  o 
440. 
286. 

154- 
o  50 

2,954- 

3  145 
10,321. 

29 


24th  Fiscal  Year. 


567,181 


I.89 


549.26 
868,184. 

640,757. 
1,188,562. 

3.256. 
18,532  054. 
4.315,280. 
3,667,045. 
648,235- 

23  3 

396 

7  o 
5°  773- 
38  95'- 
11,822. 

15  59 

628,634 

29  480 
982,404 

2,691 

15  130  3°2  • 
29,697  014 
44.827.316. 

45-63 


549  79 
7I3.035. 
521.743- 
973.907. 
2.661. 

13  959  5°6- 


Increase  or 
Decrease.  Decrease 
Marked.* 


246  I  14 

541  943 
704,171 


23  3 
36  4 

10  I 

38,141. 
29.272. 
8,869 

•4  33 
584.937- 

23-865 
806,511. 
2,203. 


30,456.87°-  . 
37-76 


0-53 
155.149- 
1 19,014. 

214.655- 
•595- 
4.572  548. 
1,069  166. 
1,125,102. 
1  55.936. 

0.0 

3-2 

3-i 
12  632. 
9.679. 

2.953- 
1.26 

43.697- 

5.6i5 
I75.893- 


i4.370.446. 

7.87 
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Table  No.  6  continued. 


Aveiage  tonnage  pel'  mile  

Average  tonnage  per  liain  mile   

Average    tonnage   per   iiain  mile,  down 

liain   

Avei  age  tonnage  per  train  mile,  up  train 

Aveiage  tonnage  per  waggon  mile   

Average  tonnage  pei    waggon  mile,  down 

tl%in   

Average    tonnage    per    waggon    mile,  up 

train   

Average  tonnage  per  freighted  waggon  mile 
Average  tonnage  per  freighted  waggon  mile, 

down  train  

Average  tonnage  per  fi  eiglited  waggon  mile, 

up  liain   

Goods  Receipt  :  — 

Ordinary  freight  receipts   

Waggon. load  fieight  teceipls   

Goods  carried  by  special  contract  teceipls... 

Total   

Daily  average  receipts   

Average  receipts  per  mile   

Average  teceipls  per  train-mile   

Average  receipts  per  waggon  mile   

Aveiage  receipts  per  freighted  waggon-mile. 

Aveiage  receipts  per  ton  

Aveiage  leceipts  per  ton-mile   

Daily  average  receipts  per  waggon  


Tons 

Pons 

Tons 
Tons 
Tons 

Tons 

Tons 
Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 
Yen 


374.5S- 

22.015 

6.341 
37.689 
2.477 

•713 

4.241 

4.322 

3  259 
4-573 

146,610.640 
19.800 

146,630.440 
401.727 
1,591.647 

0-  935 
01053 
0.1836 

1-  7854 
0.04249 

1-843 

Aggregate 


31.301-  . 
19.569 


2  333 


4-143 


128,442.680 


128,442  680 

350  936 
1,394  222 
0.872 
0.1039 
0.1845 
1.7887 
0.04454 
1.676 

Train  Mileages. 


6.157- 
2.446 


0.144 


179. 


18,167.960 
19.800 

18,187.760 

5°-79i 
197.425 
0063 
0,0014 
0.0009 
0.0033 
0.00205 
0.167 


81,604. 
37.716 

25.460 

49  971 
2.419 

'  '633 

3205 
3153 

2.702 

3-205 

414.385868 
428,610.350 
232.345  530 
1075. 34L748 
2,946.141 

'.957-569 
0.905 
0.0580 
0.0756 
1.0946 
0.02399 
1. 711 


55.377- 
31-273 


2.182 


2.843 


340,650.621 
394,238.260 
95,156.590 
830,045.471 
2,267.884 
1,509.208 
0.852 
00595 
0.0775 
1.0292 
0.02725 
1.419 


26,227. 

'"'•443 


0.-237 


0.310 


73.735-247 
34,372.090 
137,188,940 
245,296.277 
678.257 
448.361 
0053 
0.0015 
0.0019 
o  0654 
0.00326 
0.292 


Miles 
Miles 
Miles 

31,162. 
251,172. 

17,688. 
259.345- 

* 

13.474- 
8.173- 

2,027,328. 
868,"i84. 
640,757. 

2,067,522. 
7I3.035- 
521,743- 

*  40,i94- 
155.149- 
1 19,014. 

282,334. 

277.033. 

5.30I. 

3,536,269. 

3,302,300. 

233.969- 

*  The  practice  of  deducting  the  mileages  of  portions  of  lines  suspended  by  damage  will  be  discontinued  from  this  year. 
\  Number  of  vehicles  multiplied  by  the  number  of  days  they  were  employed. 
J  Inclusive  of  the  Yokogawa  line. 

N..le  I,— The  reason  of  the  operating  mileage  of  the  Goods  Traffic  being  miles  960  longer  than  that  of  the  Passenger  Traffic  is  on  account  of  the 
Fnkatani  Goods  line  being  included  in  this  tahle. 


Note  2  — The  total  number  of  waggons  used  in  the  Tokyo-Kobe  Section  during  the  24th  fiscal  year  was  given  as  502,746. 
being  the  correct  figures.  ' 


This  was  an  error,  508,321 


Table  No.  7.    Locomotive  Running  and  Consumption  Sheet  for  the  25TH  Fiscal  Year. 


Sections. 

Total  Locomotive  Run. 
ning  iVHeage. 
Mile. 

total  Coal  Cons 
Cwt. 

Ltinption. 

Average  <  nal  Consump- 
tion per  mile 
Lbs. 

Total  Oil  Consumption. 
Pint  . 

Average  Oil  Consump. 
tion  per  mile. 
Pints. 

3.234  5'5 

81.5.4s  4 
30  618 

122  834  A 

95  '7'  i 

393  374  § 

86'  774 
17  730. 
5085 

33-254 
29  248. 
100  444. 

29  84 
24  35 
18  60 

3°  32 
34  42 

28.60 

36'. 224  f 

5  '75 

3.606. 

19.255 I 

7.829. 

26,733  h 

I  1. 17 

6  35 
II.78 
15  68 

8  23 
6.80 

3  958.<'58  4 

1,047 

535 

29  64 

423,823.1 

10  71 

Table  No.  8.   List  of  Deaths  and  Injuries  among  Passengers,  Staff,  and  others  in  the  different  Sections  during  the  25TH  Fiscal  Year 


Sections. 


Tokyo- Kobe  Section   

Takasaki  Yokogawa  Section 
Kai  uizawa- Naoetsu  Section  . 


Passe 

"gers. 

Railway  Staff. 

General  Public. 

Total. 

Accidental. 

Negligence. 

Accidental. 

Negligence. 

Suicide. 

Negligence. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Deaths. 

Injuries. 

Deaths.: 


Injuries. 

Deaths. 

Injuries. 

Deaths. 

Injuries.  Deaths. 

Injuries. 

Deaths. 

Injuries. 

^  - 

I 

4 

I 

3 

10 

6 

54 

25 

II 

92 

25 

2 

I 

3 

I 

1 

5 

I 

7 

I 

2 

I 

4 

2 

3 

10 

6 

57 

31 

12 

I02 

26 

NoTE-Unde  the  head  of  '•accidental"  are  receded  deaths  and  injuries  arising  from  unforeseen  occurrences.  Thus  the  2  deaths  recorded  in  the  column  for  Passengers 
were  cases  of  su  lden  termination  of  life  from  acute  illness.  1  lul  rassciigers 

Un.ler  ''  Negligence  "  aie  those  a>  ising  from  personal  caielessness. 
Under  "  Suicide"  are  cases  with  clear  proofs  of  premeditated  self-destruction. 


Table  No.  9.    List  of  Casualties  &  Accidents  in  connection  with  the  Traffic  in  the  different  Sections  during  the  25TH  Fiscal  Year. 


Sections 

Derailments. 

Collisions. 

Carriage. 

Waggons. 

Engines. 

Carriage, 

Waggons. 

Engines. 

2 

24 
4 

2 

10 

3 
2 

2 

6 
1 

4 

5 

Total   

2 

30 

15 

2 

1 1 

5 

Failures. 

Obstruction  to  the 
road  and  trains. 

Trains 
Delayed. 

Trains 
Stopped. 

Violaters 
of  Rail- 
way  Re- 
gulations 

Natural 

Causes 

Wilful 
Acts. 

152 

7 
55 

IO 
I 

10 

37 
2 

13 

25 
40 

36 
10 

2  74 

128 
4 

214 

21 

52 

65 

320 

132 

Steam  bein^  in  excess,  Ac 


Viorators  of  Railway  Regulations  mean  passengers  who  over-ride  their  station  and  fail  to  pay  their  fare,  and  those  who  otherwise  act  contrary  to  the  Railway  Regulations. 
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-Rolling  Stock  Returns 
Closk  01  thk 


by  thk  Private  Railway  CoMPANIH  at  thk 

2STH    PI80AL  Yf.AK. 


Locomotives. 


>.<tl> 
Fiscal 
Year. 


14th 

Plica! 

Year. 


(arrives. 


Nippon  Railway  Company 
1 1  1  k  11  Railway  Company 

lyo  Railway  Company   

Ryomo  Railway  Company..,. 

Sanyo  Railway  Company   

Sanuki  Railway  Company.... 
Kausei  Railway  Company.... 

Kobii  Railway  Company   

Osaka  Railway  Company  .... 
Kyus>U  Railway  Company  . 
Hokkaido  Railway  Company 
Cliikulio  Kogyo  Railway  Co.. 
Ktlshlio  Railway  Company  . 


Total   185 


69 

5 
4 
5 

25 

3 
10 

3 
7 
22 

24 
6 


63 
5 
2 

5 
25 

3 
10 

3 
7 

18 

24 
4 


169 


15th 

Fiscal 
Year. 


248 
41 
18 

22 

"39 
3» 
68 
16 

54 
61 
40 
10 

3 


i4th 

fiscal 
Year. 


194 

37 
9 
21 
170 

3i 
68 

14 
5' 

55 
27 


Waggons. 


JSth 
Fiscal 
Year. 


1,022 
30 
'5 

54 

323 
18 

77 
48 
109 
258 
576 
246 

19 


34th 

I' isc  id 
Yetir. 


889 
25 

8 
54 
5'4 
18 

75 
28 

97 
138 

495 
loo 


75'      685    2  775    2  441    3  711  1 3  295  I  638  222 
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45 
'55 
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112  150 
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9 
18 
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22 
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RELIGIONS  IN  JAPAN. 


By  Y.  Takknobu. 


If  it  be  lememhered  that  this  country  was  vh- 

lually  secludr-d  f  1  mil  the  1  est  of  llie  woilii  llll  only 
lliiity  yeais  ago,  ll  is  no  woodri  that  the  geneial 
slate  ot  tilings  Is  still  in  the  stage  of  li  ausitioii, 
anil  maivrlloiis  may  the  pingiess  be  said  to  l>e 
which  1 1  >e  nation  lias  Accomplished  (lining  that 
sboil  interval  of  lime.  Even  to  I  he  native  people 
lliemsrlves,  a  coittili  y  placed  in  such  en  cumstances 
must  pmve  to  be  a  piublein  of  g'eat  diffic  idly  to 
deal  Willi  ;  and  then,  if  to  this  the  facts  ace  taken 
into  CtMisidetation  llial  die  Japanese  a>e  a  lace 
radically  <tiff<-ienl  fiom  llie  western  people  10  ex 
traction,  language,  and  even  llie  way  of  I  bong  III ,  it 
is  mil  stiange  llial  we  are  liable  to  be  giossly 
misiepiesenled  byfoietgn  lom  ists  01  newspapet 
agents. 

No  alien  can  presume  lo  make  con  eel  obseiva- 
lions  upon  a  countiy  without  possessing  a  tolei  able 
pioficiency  in  llie  naiive  tongue,  and  our  point 
would  be  in 01  e  cleai  ly  u ndei  stood  if  we  say  llial  at 
least  five  or  six  years  of  constant  study  ate  requir- 
ed for  him  lo  acquire  so  much  ability  in  llie  use  of 
it.  Such  being  the  case,  plenty  may  the  publica- 
tions be  llial  Heat  about  Japan;  they  aie  neces- 
sarily confined  lo  supei  ficial  mailers,  or  give  only 
very  incorrect  descriptions  when  they  venture  to 
go  a  little  deeper. 

Inlerpieiing  leligion  in  ihecominon  significance 
of  the  term,  we  have  only  Buddhism  and  Chris- 
tianity  in  our  country.  Sometimes,  the  so-called 
Shintoism  and  Confucianism  aie  also  taken  as 
such;  but,  stiictly  speaking,  they  aie  nol,  the 
former  being  an  old  paliiaichal  cult  established 
for  the  puipose  of  reveling  llie  memoiiesof  dis- 
tinguished foiefalhers,  the  latter  a  pin  ely  moral 
system  inculcated  by  Confucius  and  his  disciples. 

Every  Shinto  slu  ine  was  nothing  moi  e  nor  less 
lhan  a  memoiial  lo  a  ceitain  distinguished  per- 
sonage whose  virtue  was  aspired  lo  by  the  later 
generations.  In  order  lo  maintain  it,  land  was  at 
fiist  given  lo  a  certain  exlenl  as  an  endowment  ; 
but,  partly  owing  to  the  euci oaclimeut  of  un- 
piincipled  warriors  dining  tioubled  times,  and 
pailly  to  Ihe  avai ice  of  the  keepei  himself,  eveiy 
slit  ine  was  gradually  transformed  into  a  semi- 
religious  seat  wheie  money  was  taised. 

1  he  acknowledged  centre  of  Shintoism,  the  great 
sin  ines  of  Ise,  is  not  a  place  to  worship  in  llie  ie- 
hgious  sense  of  llie  term,  for  the  slu  ines  ai  e  simply 
Ihe  sacred  mausoleums  erecled  for  the  earliest 
ancestors  of  our  Imperial  dynasty,  which  has  con- 
tinued in  an  unbroken  line  from  the  foundation  of 
the  counti  y  ;  and  as  such,  the  slu  hies  aie  regard- 
ed, and  are  to  be  regarded,  wilh  deep  reveience. 
It  is  true  that  the  vulgar  poi  lion  of  llie  community 
looks  to  them  wilh  awe  and  worships  them,  but 
the  doings  of  such  a  class  should  nol  be  taken  into 
Consideration.  As  an  educated  person  of  any 
nationality  would  uncover  his  head  and  bow  in 
front  of  the  resting-place  of  the  immortal  Washing- 
ton, so  it  is  precisely  on  the  same  ground  that 
llie  membeis  of  our  educated  class  are  observed 
to  do  so  before  the  greal  shrine. 

Some  may  still  contend  that  though  all  this  may 
be  quite  true  with  the  thinking  minority,  the  same 
cannot  be  said  to  hold  good  with  the  common 
people  ;  for,  are  they  not  offei  ing  pi  ayers  every  day 
for  good  luck,  and  sofoith,  at  a  Shinto  shrine? 
Yes,  they  do  ;  but  there  they  slop.  They  never 
pray  for  future  blessings  lo  a  Shinto  deity. 
They  do  ask  for  good  luck  in  this  wm  Id,  for  llie 
prospeiity  of  iheii  business,  and  that  of  then  de 
scendenls,  bill  they  aie  taught  from  childhood  thai 

even  to  think  of  death  or  anything  related  to  it  in 


f'onl  «,f  a  Shinto  sin  ine  is  an  an  of  high  saci  ilege. 
With  them,  foi  deaih  iheie  is  Buddhism,  while  foi 
life,  tor  piospeiity  in  this  woild,  iheie  Is  Shinto 
ism.  1  lius  nui  common  people  aie  dual  in  their 
leligion,  and  this  qiien  phenomenon  called  foi  th  a 
willy  expression  bom  a  ceitain  foieigner,  win. 
obseived  that  "a  Japai.ese  is  bom  a  Sliiutoisf, 
but  dies  a  Buddhist."  We  say,  llieiefore,  that, 
inleipielilig  leligion  in  the  common  significance 
of  the  lei  ill,  we  have  only  Buddhism  and  Chiislt- 
anily  in  Japan. 

By  the  way,  ji  may  nol  be  uninteresting  to  note 
heie  wliat  we  have  been  told  by  a  Shmtoist  of 
great  authority  on  this  point,  namely,  that  this 
aveisioii  to  anything  pertaining  to  death  is  not  in 
accot dance  with  iheoiiginal  sysic-in  of  Shinloisui, 
but  thai  it  amse  simply  cut  of  a  desiie  to  couiilei- 
aci  Buddhism.  It  is  said  that  foi  met  ly,  because 
of  this  stiange  usage,  a  fnneial  sei  vice  conhl  mil 

be  per f  led  in   bioad  daylight  at  Yaniada,  the 

1  own  where  the  gieal  sin  ines  aie  situated,  but  thai 
tlie  lemains  had  to  be  stealthily  cai  1  ied  out  during 
the  night. 

It  was  but  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  that  a 
question  involving  the  interrelation  of  Shinto 
riles  altiacled  ihe  public  attention,  and  as  we  be- 
lieve that  its  explanation  will  gieatly  tend  to 
lelieve  the  piejudices  entertained  by  the  foieigners 
against  the  Japanese,  we  shall  dwell  upon  it  bi  iefly. 

The  Japanese  are  a  people  highly  noted  for  theii 
loyally  toward  the  soveieign.  As  a  means  of  pre- 
serving and  still  moie  promoting  this  sentiment, 
the  Couit  has  thought  ii  best  to  giant  the  poitiaits 
of  the  Empeior  and  Emp.ess  to  all  the  principal 
educational  establishments  throughout  the  countiy, 
fiom  the  university  down  to  the  common  school,  in 
oider  to  enable  the  students  to  pay  their  tespects 
to  (heir  Sovereigns  on  certain  fixed  occasions. 
These  fixed  occasions  aie  four,  viz.,  New  Yeai's 
day,  the  coronation  day  of  llie  fiist  Emperor,  the 
Emperoi's  birthday,  and  one  other.  Those  aie 
the  days  in  which  the  distinguished  officers  of  state 
aie  admitted  lo  the  Emperoi's  audience. 

In  imitation  iheieof,  every  school  in  which  the  im 
perial  poi  Hails  hang,  foi  ms  on  such  a  day  a  minia- 
ture court,  as  it  were,  wilh  the  school  director  as 
giand  chambe.lain,  ar.d  the  leacheis  and  students 
of  the  school  salute  the  royal  images,  specially  left 
exposed  for  that  puipose  on  that  occasion,  most 
reverently,  as  if  they  weie  actually  standing  in  the 
piesence  of  their  Majesties. 

This,  we  believe,  is  an  excellent  method  as  con- 
ducive to  familiaiize  the  Sovet eigns  lo  the  minds 
of  the  young  and  to  awaken  their  loyalty.  This, 
however,  was  looked  upon  by  many  of  the  Chris- 
tians, bold  native  and  foreign,  in  the  most  erro- 
neous light,  for  they  regaided  the  paying  of  respect 
as  worship,  and  therefore  as  a  piece  of  idolatry 
It  was  only  111  the  Fall  of  1890  that  this  feeling 
found  a  vent  publicly. 

The  Empeior  had  thought  it  advisable  in  Octo 
her,  1890,  to  issue,  through  the  Department  of 
hducation,  special  instructions  addressed  to  all 
ihe  educational  institutions  in  the  realm  as  to  the 
general  principles  to  be  obsei  ved  by  the  students 
wilh  reference  to  their  behaviour  and  conduct. 
Every  school  held  a  special  ceremony  for  read- 
mg  the  instructions  to  its  students.  It  was 
on  ibis  occasion,  in  the  Tokyo  Higher  Middle 
School,  that  one  of  the  staff,  a  Japanese  Christian, 
graduated  at  an  Ameiican  college,  doggedly  re- 
fused to  do  as  the  others  did,  declaring  that  he 
regarded  the  proceeding  as  idolatrous,  and  thai, 
as  a  Christian,  he  could  not  conscientiously  join  in 
H.    It  is  plain  that  his  over-enthusiasm  blinded 

him  so  as  to  disenable  him  to  distinguish  a  1 

lehgious  national  ceremony  fiom  idolatry.  His 
conduct  was  seveiely  ciitised  in  the  leading  Tokyo 
piens  of  the  next  morning  ;  even  among  Cluistian 


circles  opinions  weie  much  divided  ;  but  the  gene- 
lal  veidici  was  that  he  fell  a  victim  lo  a  most 
fallacious  idea.  As  a  lesull  of  discussions  with 
his  friend*  on  the  subject,  he  repented,  at  lea*t 
apparently,  Hit  hasly  action,  and  sent  a  soil  of 
apologetic  letter  lo  ihe  papeis.  He  was,  however, 
made  lo  withdiaw  from  llie  institution. 

Though  Confucianism  was  fiom  ihe  outset  not  a 
lehgion,  iheie  III  not  a  doubt  that  it  seiveda 
similai  puipose  to  the  higher  classes.  Confucius 
(551  479  B.C.)  was  the  Socrates  of  China.  Born 
at  a  time  when  the  social  system  was  feai  fully  dis- 
oiganized,  he  earnestly  preached  upon  Ihe  great 
principle*  of  humanity.  It  was  after  his  death, 
however,  that  his  cogent  reasonings  011  the  tela- 
tion  between  master  and  subject,  patents  and 
children,  husband  and  wife,  and  so  foi  th,  ci  eaied 
him  followeis.  He  said  nothing  about  the  future 
existence.  He  simply  taught  how  man,  as  a  ia- 
lioual  being,  should  behave  in  society.  Confuci- 
anism is  a  pecubai  creed  that  combine*  ethics  and 
politics  at  once,  and  a  Chinese  scholai  who  paid  no 
attention  to  admiuisti  alive  affahs  was  despised  as 
woilhless  book  win  111. 

1 1  was  dm  ing  the  lime  of  the  Tokugawa  regency 
that,  nuclei  its  warm  patronage,  Confucianism 
attained   an   almost   uupiecedmted  prosperity. 

Disgusted  with  Buddhism,  mainly  because  of  the 
lawless  conduct  of  its  pi  iesls,  who  had  fiequeiilly 
distill  bed  the  general  peace,  haling  Christianity 
on  account  of  the  lecent  collision  with  the  autho- 
rities, the  veiy  name  of  religion  was  a  thing  of 
niense  aveision  to  the  Tokugawa  government; 
In  consequence  of  ibis,  it  adopted  the  secular  sys- 
tem of  molality  of  Confucius,  anil  enfoiced  il  most 
tigidly.  Foi  about  two  centuries  and  a  half,  that 
is,  dining  the  continuance  of  the  legency,  il  acted 
both  as  a  councillor  to  the  adiniuisliation  and  as  a 
guide  lo  the  tippet  classes  in  theii  daily  life.  It 
soon  became  a  fashion.  To  follow  Confucianism 
was  both  arislociatic  and  schofaily.  Thus  the 
most  distinct  hue  of  denial ka( ton  came  lo  be 
siietched  between  the  uppei  and  lowei  classes  in 
mat  lei  s  of  piaciical  faith,  foi  Buddhism  fell  into 
Contempt  as  a  thing  fit  only  for  the  villgai  people. 

The  influence  of  Confucianism,  however,  is 
giadually  waning;  foi ,  founded  more  than  two 
thousand  yeais  ago,  theie  is  no  doubt  that  some 
of  its  doctiines  must  be  incompatible  with  the 
piesent  slate  of  affairs. 

In  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  Em- 
peror  Kimmei,  that  is,  about  thirteen  centuries 
ago,    Buddhism    was  first  brought    into  Japan 
tliiough  Korea.    Confucianism  had  already  been 
here  more  than  two  hundred  years,  but  as  its 
leneVs  appeal  principally  to  the  reason  and  very 
little  to  the  feelings,  the  general  masses  must  have 
found  it  veiy  uninviting.    Buddhism  was  exactly 
ihe  reveise,  and  was  made  easily  accessible  to  the 
common  people,  although  it  is  generally  under- 
stood to  be  full  of  piofoitud  thoughts  at  bottom. 
Though  Confucianism  did  not  interfere  at  all  with 
the  intioduction  of  Buddhism,  Shintoism  presented 
a  stout  opposition  against  it,  declaring   that,  if 
such  foieign  matter  be  allowed  lo  come  in,  the 
country  would  be  defiled.    The  hostility  between 
the  two  was  for  a  time  very  intense,  but  il  soon 
ended  in  the  triumph  of  Buddhism.    It  must  be 
added  here,  that  il  was  after  Buddhism  had  under- 
gone a  thorough  remodelling  at  the  hands  of  such 
able  priests  as   Denkyo   Daishi   (765  822  A.D.), 
Kobo    Daishi  (774835),  Shiinan   Slionin  (1 173. 
1262),  and  Nichiien  Slionin  (1222-1282),  that  it 
began  to  take  a  firm  hold  on  the  peoples'  minds. 
So  great  were  the  alterations  made  that  the  Japan- 
ese Buddhism  is  said  lo  be  quite  different  from  the 
original  in  some  of  its  parts. 

The  history  of  Buddhism  in  Japan  beais  a  con- 
siderably analogy  10  ihatof  Christianity  in  Europe. 
Within  a  few  centuries  after  its  introduction,  it 
became  divided  into  diverse  sects,  which  were 
often  in  conflict  wilh  one  another.  The  rivalry 
between  them  led  to  the  foi  mation  of  the  special 
kind  of  warriois  that  combined  priesthood  and 
soldiery  in  one  petson,  and  the  struggle  among 
these  Buddhist  knight  templars  was  furious  and 
incessant  for  some  centuries. 

The  Buddhist  temple  possessed  more  or  less 
extra  territorial  power,  but  it  very  frequently 
abused  this  piivilege  and  afforded  shelter  to  the 
worst  sort  of  warriois.  The  ferocity  and  law- 
lessness of  the  priests  were  such  that  they  awaken- 
ed the  deadly  hate  of  Oda  Nobunaga  (1533-1582), 
regent  of  lhat  lime,  who  waged  war  against  the 
most  powerful  Buddhist  seat,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  laying  the  temple  in  ruins,  after  a  prolonged 
and  wasteful  siege.  At  one  time  he  even  called 
in  the  aid  of  Christianity  to  counteract  the  Budd- 
hist influence.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  was 
only  a  part,  though  peihaps  a  greater  pari,  of  the 
pi  iesls,  lhat  passed  the  time  in  such  a  warlike 
way;  the  genuine  pi  iesls  lived  in  a  pious  man- 
ner, devoting  themseles  to  holy  affaiis  and  their 
leisure  to  literal  y  pursuits. 
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lust  as  in  Europe,  the  monastery  was  the  refuge 
of  culture  dining  the  da,  k  ages,  so  in  Japan  it  was 
to  these  priests  that  literature  owed  its  prese.ya, 
lion  at  a  lime  when  the  people  d.  earned  of  1u.1l.1ng 
but  swords  and  a,  rows.  Many  of  the  wo.  Us  w.  ilteu 
by  them  are  still  .egarded  as  classics.  Men  al 
splendid  talents  frequently  appealed  among  the 
Buddhist  p.  iests,  ami  this  mainly  because  anyone 
could  rise  within  litis  narrow  circle  acceding  to  lus 
me. it.  Many  able  men  chose  religion  as  a  means 
of  winning  spurs  at  a  time  when  the  class  distinc- 
tion was  so  strictly  fixed  that  none  hut  the  most 
vigorous-minded  man  could  rise  high  in  society  1.1 
defiance  of  its  immeasurable  bars. 

Whether  the  people  were  more  superstitious  loi- 
merly,  or  whether  the  incessant  civil  slide  natur- 
ally turned  their  attention  lowaid  the  ...constancy 
of  human  life,  and  thus  awakened  their  religions 
longings,  must  be  an  interesting  subject  to  inves- 
tigate r  at  any  rate,  it  is  an  undeniable  fact  .hat 
Buddhism  held  great  sway  over  the  minds  ul  the 
people,  rega.dlessof  rank,  till  the  tune  of  the 
Tokugawa  Shogunate.  Distinguished  converts, 
however,  now  and  then  appear,  though  they  are 
mostly  those  who  have  become  tired  of  the  world 
and  wish  to  devote  their  remaining  years  to  solitude 
and  to  religious  duties, 

The  latest  case  of  this  description  is  that  of  Mr. 
Machida.  He  played  an  eminent  part  ...  the  go 
ve.nment  service,  being  a  member  of  the  now  dis- 
solved senate  ;  but  casting  this  away  as  one  would 
a  worn-out  shoe,  as  the  Chinese  expression  goes 
he  letued  only  a  few  years  ago  to  a  sub,.,  b  ol 
Kyoto,  electing  a  temple  for  himself.  And  then 
the  c.eed  of  the  Jenshiu  sect  is  said  10  bung 
tranquility  of  mind  to  one  who  believes  ...  .1.  II 
must  be  on  this  account  that  several  of  the  noted 
generals  in  the  Japanese  army,  notably  Viscounts 
Torio,  Miu, a,  and  Tani  are,  according  to  geueial 
understanding,  believeis. 

Because  we  have  rema.ked  that  Buddhism  is 
confined  to  the  masses.it  must  not  be  supposed 
that  they  are  very  earnest  about  it.  I  his  is  far 
from  Ihe  case.  A  striking  proof  of  this  will  be 
piesenled  if  one  visits  a  temple  on  a  preaching 
day.  There  he  will  find  that  ninety-nine  pa. Is  of 
the  congregation  a.e  white-haired  folks,  the  re- 
maining one  pari,  child,  en,  who  are  led  thither  by 
their  g. and. nolhe.s  or  graudfalhe. s,  and  a  very 
small  sp. inkling  of  adult  men  and  women.  In- 
deed, to  the  last  class,  the  temple  is  a  place  with 
which  they  have  nothing  to  do  on  01  dinary  occa- 
sions, it  is  a  place  for  their  mothers  and  fathers  to 
go  who  have  handed  over  the  management  of 
wo.  Idly  affai.  s  to  their  children,  and  have  no  other 
pa.ticular  business  to  care  for  in  this  life. 

This  is  a  usually  acknowledged  opinion  with 
reference  to  temple-going.  Nay,  more,  men  or 
women  who  frequent  the  temple  are  thought  ol 
rather  as  forebodeis  of  misfortune,  as  sine  to 
die  prematurely,  as  those  that  a.e  not  likely  to 
thrive  in  their  business,  and  so  forth.  Death  in  a 
family,  however,  causes  the  rest  of  the  members  to 
no  to  the  temple  very  often,  the  first  day  week,  the 
second  day  week,  and  the  first  day  month  after 
the  death  being  celebrated  in  memo,  y  of  the  de- 
ceased. When  a  husband  dies,  his  wife  is  co.l- 
ve.  ted,  for  a  time  at  least,  into  an  ea.  nest  Buddhist 
devotee  :  she  visils  the  tomb  under  which  the  re- 
mains of  he.  late  pa.tner  in  life  rest,  and  regularly 
attends  the  temple.  But  this  religious  mood 
ceases  as  soon  as  she  marries  again,  such  practice 
being  conside.ed  as  inauspicious  in  other  families. 

Ii  is  a  ve.y  queer  sight  to  see  a  priest  seated  on 
the  plalfo.m  solemnly  delivering  a  seimon  to  the 
devout  hearers,  who  are  all  furnished  with  a  string 
of  beads  {zuzu),  and  who  at  each  pause  the 
preachei  makes  bow  their  heads,  tub  the  beads  to- 
gether, repeal  Namnamidatun,  which  means,  "  I  do 
obey  .he  commands  of  Buddha,"  and  then  fling 
in  the  offering  of  coins  {sat-sen)  out  of  their  purses. 
Though  ihe  sai  sen,  more  p.opeily,  •' 0  sat- 
sen,"  the  honorific  "  O  "  being  prefixed),  thrown 
at  each  lime  does  not  amount  to  very  much,  it  is 
easy  to  see  that,  with  the  frequent  pauses  intro- 
duced by  a  c.afty  preacher,  a  cons.de.  able  sum 
may  be  gathered  in  the  course  of  a  single  sermon. 

The  seimon  is  the  only  poilion  ol  the  whole 
seivice  intelligible  lo  the  flock,  being  delivered 
in  Ihe  colloquial  vernacular  language;  but  the 
rest,  that  is,  the  reading  of  the  sacred  texts,  is  all 
iargon,  not  only  to  the  audience,  but  in  most  cases 
probably  to  the  priest  himself.  An  Ame.  ican  may 
obtain  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  case  if  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Bible  written  in  Latin  were  to  be 
read  by  one  who,  having  no  knowledge  of  the 
language,  merely  leads  the  text  according  to  the 
English  way  of  pronunciation. 

This  singular  anomaly  is  to  be  ascribable  to  the 
facts  that  as  Buddhism  was  introduced  into  Japan 
after  it  had  prevailed  f<»  some  centuries  in  China, 
and  as  the  Chinese  liie.ature  exclusively  was 
studied  ill  Japan  at  that  lime  and  has  always 
been  so  since  then,  no  one  seemed  to  have  felt  the 


necessity  of  iei.de.  ing  the  sacred  volumes,  whicl 
we.e  all  in  the  Chinese  dress,  into  the  verna- 
cular language.  Nay,  more,  it  seems  that  this 
is  accoiding  lo  the  teachings  of  Buddha,  at  least 
lo  what  the  most  secular  sect,  the  Shinshiu. 
holds;  for  it  declares  that  the  common  people 
need  not  trouble  themselves  about  the  inteiprela- 
lion  of  the  sacred  volumes  for  which  ihe.  e  is  spe- 
cially a  p.ofessional  class— the  priests  ;  that  what 
they  have  to  do  is  simply  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  Buddha  conveyed  to  them  through  the  priests 
by  means  of  sermons;  and  that  this  is  the  only 
way  for  them  to  reach  the  "blessed  shore." 

Of  course,  the  sermon  is  far  from  giving  ihe 
meanings  of  Buddhism  even  in  outline;  and  more- 
over, as  it  is  generally  lestricted  to  ihe  temples 
standing  in  cities  or  towns,  the  majority  of  the 
common  people  must  be  said  lo  be  only  very  little, 
if  al  all,  acquainted  with  the  dodrine  of  Buddhism. 
Even  the  ea.  nesl  temple-goers  are  as  a  1  ule  simply 
g.ateful  to  Buddha,  without  knowing  the  reasons 
why. 

If  we  write  in  such  a  strain,  a  question  may 
arise,  viz.,  if  the  people  were  so  really  dark  about 
Buddhism,  why  do  ihey  so  tenaciously  adhere  lo 
it?  A  reply  to  this,  we  think,  consists  in  the  two 
words  "custom"  and  "tradition."  They  are 
tenacious  of  Buddhism  because  it  is  the  lehg.on  o 
their  forefathers.  Shi... an  Shonin,  who  founded  the 
Shinshiu  sect  more  than  six  centuries  ago,  is  com 
parable  lo  Martin  Luther  in  many  lespecls. 
Until  his  time,  every  sect  considered  celibacy  and 
mortification  as  necessary  parts  of  religious  obse.  v- 
ance;  but  cleat  ly  perceiving  that  system  was 
I,  aught  with  evils,  he  originated  a  new  sect,  avow- 
ing that  he  had  .eceived  a  special  revelation  from 
Buddha  in  a  dream.  Apa.  I  from  the  p. ominent 
facts  thai  he  allowed  his  disciples  to  have  wives 
and  eat  flesh,  he  also  rende.ed  Buddhism  more 
easily  accessible  to  the  common  people. 

Soon  afte.  the  restoration,  lhat  is,  about  t  wo  de 
cades  ago,   the  government  issued  an  edict  per 
mitling  the  p.  iests  of  the  other  sects  to  do  the  same, 
but  how  far  this  was  effective  is  doubtful.  Cer 
taiiily,  the  priests  living   in  the  .emote  districts 
must  have  found  ihe  provisions  ve.  y  convenient, 
for  they  were  thus  furnished  with  a  good  p.etext 
for  what  they  had  been  doing  seoetly.    The  more 
rigid  brethren,  however,  are  still  sticklers  for  the 
old  custom,  and  if  what  ihe  newspapers  repp,  t  be 
tine,  the  Jenshiu  sect,  the  most  ptofound  111  Us 
tenets  of  all  the  seven  p.  incipal  branches  of  Budd- 
hism, has  lately  come  to  the  resolution  to  revive 
the  ancient  ste.  u  system. 

Fo.meily  the  Buddhist  priest  was  obliged  lo 
shave  his  head  and  wear  an  official  robe,  thus  en- 
abling anyone  to  distinguish  the  clergyman  from 
Ihe  layman.  This  custom  must  have  served  more 
or  less  as  a  check  against  any  questionable  con- 
duct on  the  pa.t  of  the  priest  ;  but  it  is  now  gene- 
rally dispensed  with,  his  hai.  being  clipped  sho.t 
and  the  uniform  worn  only  at  the  lime  of  services. 

Generally  considered,  we  wonder  whether  there 
is  any  other  class  of  men  in  ihe  wo,  Id  equally  at 
ease  with  the  Buddhist  priest.    Vi.  lually  he  has 
almost  nothing  to  do.     He  may  be  required  now 
and  then  to  drawl  out  the  services  which  have  been 
crammed  into  his  head  from  childhood,  and  ibis  is 
when  a  death  occurs  among  his  pat  ishionei  s,  at 
anniversaries,  or  when  a  religious  ceremony  is  lo 
be  pe.  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the  dead,  riven 
this  duty  he  is  not  absolutely  required  to  perform, 
for  every  temple,  not  straitened  in  circumstances, 
usually  engages  a  subordinate  priest  who  is  to  act 
asp.oxyfor  its  proprietor,  so  to  say.     1  he  only 
busy  time  in  the  whole  year  is  three  or  four  days 
in  Ihe  middle  of  July-thai  is  the  time  of  the 
"  bon  "  festival,  when  the  spirits  of  the  foretatheis 
are  popularly   believed*  to  revisit    the.,  homes; 
but  then  the.e  is  an  ample  compensation  for  the 
l.ouble,  fo.  eight  or  nine  tenths  of  the  annual  in- 
come is  said  to  flow  in  on  that  occasion. 

After  what  we  have  observed  thus  far,  no  one 
would  be  surp.ised  even  if  we  are  to  remark  fur* 
ihe.  that  Buddhism  in  Japan  is  fearfully  cot. up  ; 
for  how  could  the  result  be  othe.  wise  when  entirely 
fois'iken  by  the  educated  community,  it  has  had 
to  deal  with  the  vulgar  class  alone  for  above  two 
centuries,  when  its  existence  was  so  easy,  having 
had  no  rival  in  its  field  of  action. 

Christianity  has  awakened  it  from  its  lethargy 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  leading  priests  are  now 
earnestly  engaged  in  the  mighty  task  o  reviving 
the  old  energy  of  Buddhism.  Thus,  each  sect  has 
established  one  or  more  schools  at  Us  central  seat, 
and  to  these  the  rising  generation  of  the  pi  tests 
throughout  the  country  is  sent  or  a  ce.ta.n  length 
of  time  for  sludy.  They  wealth.er  sects,  like  the 
Shinshiu,  have  even  sent  several  promising  young 
priests  abroad  for  sludy,  and  one  of  them,  Dr.  f. 
Naniyn,  stayed  at  Camb.idge  for  seve.al  years 
under  P, of.  Max  Mullr-.  and  lel.nned  home  tho- 
.oughly  equipped  w.lh  Sanskiit  lore. 

For  all  this,  however,  it  seems  almost  beyond 


hope  that  the  intelligent  circle  should  be  ever 
drawn  toward  it.  Its  devotion  to  Confucianism 
moie  and  mote  lessening,  al  best  indifferent  to 
Buddhism,  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  ruling 
minority  is,  as  it  were,  in  the  state  of  having  no 
faith  to  follow;  and  ihe  question  is,  whether  Chris- 
tianity can  fill  the  gap  ? 

It    was    in    September    of    1549  that  F.ancis 
Xavier,   the  first  Christian  missionary  to  Japan; 
landed  here  from  Goa.      Fortunately  for  him,  he 
was  left  unmolested  lo  travel  f.eely  in  ihe  interior 
and  lo  pi  each  the  gospel.     Several  others  soon 
followed  in  the  wake  of  Xavier.      So  successful 
were  the  efforts  of  ihese  fi.st  missionaries  that  in 
a  few  yea.s  they  were  able  lo  win  over   to  the 
teachings    of    Ch.ist    such    powe.ful    barons  in 
Ky.ishiu,  the  south  -western  portion  of  the  country, 
as  Kuroda,   Omnia,  Arima,  and  Olomo.  The 
woi  k  of  evangelization  extended  into    the  main 
island  in  a  short  time,  and  ihe  rapidity  with  which 
it  spread  can  be  easily  imagined  when  it  is  stated 
that  will. in  thirty  years  the  believers  were  estima- 
ted at  about  300,000  souls.     Some  of  the  more 
zealous  barons  even  despatched  their  deputies  lo 
Rome  to  pay  homage  to  the  Pope,  then  Gregory 
XIII.     This  was  the  highest  prosperity  ever  at- 
tained by  Christianity  in  Japan.   It  was  succeeded 
by  as  rapid  a  decline. 

This  wondeiful  prevalence,  the  indomitable 
spiiit  presented  by  ihe  believeis,  and  above  all  the 
intense  hostility  which  soon  aiose  between  Chris- 
tianity and  Buddhism  g.adually  induced  the  au- 
thorities to  look  upon  the  foimer  with  hatred. 
Even  Nobunaga  lu.  tied  against  it  in  his  la ler  years, 
while  coming  to  the  administration  of  Hideyoshi 
('535"'59^''  persecution  set  in  with  such  severity 
lhat,  it  is  said,  moie  than  20,000  believei  s  were 
al  one  lime  sentenced  to  death. 

The  death  of  Hideyoshi,  followed  by  years  of 
internal  troubles,  caused  the  relaxation  of  litis 
policy,  but  the  persecution  was  lesumed  as  soon  as 
peace  was  resto.  ed  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Tokugawa  Regency.  It  was  during  the  time  of 
ihe  third  Shogun  Iyemitsu  (1632  1650)  thai  the 
most  thorough  pe.  section  wascaniedoul.  St.ange 
to  say,  the  Dutch  had  very  much  to  do  in  the  affair 
this  time.  For  some  time,  the  Dutch  merchants 
had  been  endeavouring  to  displace  the  Portuguese 
in  the  East,  and  this  rivalry  had  been  sill  more 
embittered  owing  to  the  recent  war  between  Hoi- 
and  and  Spain,  under  whose  conti ol  ihe  Portu- 
guese we.  e. 

The  Dutch  discovered  in  a  Portuguese  ship  a 
traitorous  letter  f.om  a  Japanese  Christian  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  this  leiter  they  sent  up  to  the 
Japanese  authorities.  This  was  the  signal  for 
the  most  horrid  inquisition  ever  known  in  Japan. 
The  missionaries  weie  peremploiily  told  to  leave 
the  count. y  at  once,  while  the  native  believers 
were  given  the  alternative  of  instant  recantation 
or  death. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  greater  part 
chose  the  lalter.  Out  of  sheer  despair,  about  fo.  ly 
thousand  Christians  gar  1  isoned  themselves  at  Ama- 
kusa,  a  little  island  lying  some  leagues  from  Naga- 
saki, and  detei  mined  lo  resist  the  Shogun's  force 
to  the  death.  They  held  out  most  obstinately  for 
about  four  months,  but  the  castle  was  at  last  taken 
by  storm,  and  the  captives  were  slaughtered  in- 
discriminately. In  this  war,  the  Dutch  ships 
tendered  g.eal  sei  vice  to  the  invading  force  by 
bombarding  the  castle;  but,  then,  it  must  be  re- 
membered lhat  the  Dutch  Protestants  must  have 
felt  no  paiticular  remorse  in  helping  lo  annihilate 
the  Japanese  Catholics. 

Since  then,  Christianity  or  Kiristan,  as  the 
Japanese  termed  it,  was  a  forbidden  religion 
in  this  country;  and,  in  o.der  to  .emind  the 
people  of  it,  a  wooden  placa.d  to  that  effect 
was  put  in  evei  y  niatket  place.  It  could  be 
seen  up  to  about  thirty  yeais  ago.  At  the  same 
time,  the  government  came  to  the  stern  decision  to 
hold  no  intercourse  with  ihe  Western  countries 
except  the  Dutch,  lo  whom  commerce  was  per- 
mitted lo  a  certain  limited  extent,  as  a  rewaid  for 
the  special  se.  vices  above  referred  to.  In  thus 
allowing  the  Dutch  to  come  to  Japan,  the  govern- 
ment had  a  ve.y  important  object  in  view,  and 
lhat  was  lo  make  the  Dutch  give  information  about 
the  foreign  events  which  were  of  diiect  iuteiest  to 
the  country. 

This  seclusion  policy  was  sti icily  pursued  for 
more  than  two  and  a  half  centuries  after,  and 
would  have  continued  at  least  a  generation  or  so 
longer  had  not  ihe  United  States  sent  a  fleet  under 
Commodore  Perry  in  1854  and  resolutely  demand- 
ed the  opening  of  the  country  for  commeice  and 
intercourse. 

The  opening  of  the  country  greatly  hastened  the 
crumbling  away  of  the  old  i6gime,  already  destin- 
ed to  that  fate,  and  ihe  fin  bidden  K'ri-uto  was 
once  mote  enabled  to  .evisil  ihe  land.  This  time, 
however,  owing  lo  several  causes,  tl.esp.eadof 
Cluislianity  has  been  veiy  slow,  though  it  is  said 
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to  be  more  i.i|>ii)  than  in  China  or  India,  Thus, 

fhe  latest  n(ni  1st ics  show  lliHt  tlie  Pi oi e<ti hid  chinch 
number  32,380  belie  veis,  ilie  Gieek  chinch, 
18,090,  and  ihe  R. .m,m  Catholic  chinch,  abuul 

double,  that  of  1 1 1  er  Geek  chinch. 

The  Hinoiinl  o(  money  spent  (0  get  so  many  con* 
veils  is  something  enoi  nums.  The  Ameiican 
Boxid  of  Missions  alone  is  s,,ul  in  have  (iislnii  <ied 
tlins  (hi  about  one  million  dollars.  Ii  so,  (lie  IoIhI 
which  ha-  come  oil  1  of  tlie  ireasiuies  of  the  vaiinus 
PiOleslant  mission  societies  from  thefiisl  innsl 
reach  at  least  five  millions.  If  to  the  above  30,000 
mill  Itelieveis,  the  Japanese  population  of  over 
40,000  000  be  conipai  ed,  theiatm  falls  lo  ihe  in- 
significant propoitioii  of  3  lo  40,000.  And  then, 
as  the  gi  eater  pari  of  those  believers  comefiom 
the  middle  classes,  we  can  simply  say  of  the 
On  istian  mission  authoi  ity  of  Japan  that  it  enjoys 
influence  only  commensurate  with  its  numbers. 

We  have  observed  in  the  preceding  paitof  the 
aiticle  that  the  common  people  still  cling  to  Bud. 
dhism  simply  because  it  was  the  religion  of  theii 
forefathers;  but  the  case  is  somewhat  different 
with  regard  lo  the  higher  classes.  So  far  as  we 
can  see,  we  should  say  that  the  cause  is  to  be 
tiaced  back  to  Confucianism,  which,  as  must  be 
reinembeied,  used  lo  hold  Buddhism  in  contempt, 
and  which,  therefore,  must  have  naturally  in- 
fluenced its  followers  to  look  upon  Christianity  in  a 
more  or  less  similar  light,  Christianity  being  no- 
thing hul  a  religion  after  all.  An  accessory  cause 
of  equal  importaace  is  that  Confucianism  itself, 
speaking  nothing  about  the  future,  and,  moreover, 
despising  any  opinion  emphasizing  il  as  smack- 
ing of  leligious  superstition,  has  gradually  drawn 
away  the  attention  of  the  intelligent  class  from 
such  problems,  and  left  them  perfectly  indiffeient 
as  to  the  existence  of  a  future. 

Of  course,  our  reasoning  is  merely  intended  to 
assign  the  proximate  causes  of  the  present  pheno- 
menon, for  the  question  whether  the  Japanese 
people  have  any  inborn  prejudice  against  religion 
is  a  grave  one  which  requires  patient  historical  and 
psychological  investigation.  Several  of  the  lead- 
ing Japanese  thinkers  have  often  declai  ed  that  the 
piesenl  slate  of  the  country  as  regards  leligion 
and  the  standard  of  morality  is  deplorable  and 
that,  as  a  lemedy  for  it,  Christianity  should  be 
encouraged  ;  bill  ibis  has  had  no  particular  influ- 
ence upon  the  public  mind  from  the  fact  that  ihey 
do  not  make  a  personal  application  of  their  own 
advice. 

There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  others  who  oppose 
ilie  introduction  of  Christianity  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  incompatible  with  loyalty.  This  opinion, 
however,  is  confined  to  a  very  limited  section  of 
bigoted  consei  valives,  and  to  Shinto  and  Budd- 
hist priests,  who,  in  order  to  strengthen  their  posi- 
tion against  the  advance  of  Christianity,  have  most 
cowardly  taken  shelter  under  the  aegis  of  loyalty, 
iheieby  inflicting  gieat  harm  upon  it.  Such  an 
incident  as  that  which  occurred  at  the  Tokyo 
Higher  Middle  school  was  hailed  with  gieat  de- 
light by  ihese  men,  and  they  did  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  il  to  the  utmost. 

The  Chiistians  may  be  contented  with  the  re- 
flection thai  the  time  will  come  sooner  or  later 
when  their  loyalty  and  that  of  their  antagonists 
can  be  put  to  the  test  lo  piove  which  is  moie  solid. 
Yes,  the  lime  will  come,  but  how  soon,  no  one  is 
able  to  foresee,  while  in  the  meantime  those  anti 
Chi  islians  will  not  he  backward  in  finding  out  and 
making  the  most  of  any  similar  cases  thai  may 
leW  against  the  work  of  evangelization  as  we  have 
noticed  above,  the  disiegaid  of  anything  national 
is  not  only  unieasonable  hut  must  also  be  said  lo 
be  highly  impolitic.  We  think  the  Chiistians 
should  be  all  the  mote  si  1  ict  ill  observing  such 
ceiemouies  if  they  wish  to  avoid  any  such  ground 
less  imputations  as  have  been  referred  to. 

Having  wiitlen  about  the  Japanese  in  their 
genet al  altitude  towaid  Christianity,  if  we  linn  to 
the  missionaries,  we  find  them  not  as  fi  ee  from  the 
chaige  of  rclaiding  the  veiy  woi  k  they  aie  enga^. 
ed  in. 

In  the  fiisi  place,  il  seems  to  us  they  are  prone 
to  look  down  upon  the  Japanese  as  a  son  of  half- 
civilized  nation;.  Il  is  most  likely  that  ibis  idea 
may  have  crept  unconsciously  into  their  minds 
111  consequence  of  a  generally  accepted  opinion  in 
the  West  that  a  countiy  requiring  the  labour 
of  missionaries  must  be  uncivilized.  Those  who 
are  fiesh  from  llieir  homes  aie  geneially  ob- 
served to  be  most  culpable  in  this  respect.  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  nothing  is  more  misleading 
with  reference  to  Japan  than  such  a  notion,  for  if 
the  Western  people  can  boast  of  their  civilization, 
we  can  also  with  regard  lo  ours,  though  ihe 
nature  of  ihe  civilization  may  not  be  exactly  the 
same.  Deeply  rooted  in  this  egoistical  idea  that 
evei  y thing  coming  fiom  themselves  is  excellent,  tlie 
manner  and  aciiou  of  the  missionaries  is  frequently 
offensive  as  well  as  indiscieel,  as  it  lends  to  lead 
to  the  disiegaid  of  our  national  customs.  This 


W«  must  say,  awaie,  as  we  aie,  that  what  ihey  aie 
doing  is  peifecily  in  g.,od  pail. 

Tluis,  in  those  schools  maintained  by  missions, 
the  obseivance  of  0111  holidays  is  veiy  inegiilai,  in 
few  observed   as    they   ought    lo    be;    in  srveial 

negligently  j  and  in  many,  not  al  all.    This  ma) 

appeal  lo  tlie  in  a  vei  y  Ii  1  fling  mallei  ;  hut  we  can 

not  ihmk  so.    We  llriidc,  on  ilie  contiaiy,  that  il 

must  eventually  end  in  infusing  in  ||)e  minds  ol 
ilie  students  contemptuous  feelings  inwaid  the 
national  institutions,  and  in  the  foi  Illation  of  a 
monstrous  class  of  Japanese  who  aie  foreigneis  in 
spuit  though  natives  In  all  external  appeaiance. 

Il  must  be  1  emembei  ed,  howevei,  thai  we  aie 
not  unappiecialive  of  he  immense  benefits  direct 
or  indued  which  the  P.oiestant  missionai  ies  have 
conferred  upon  the  country  outside  the  pale  of 
religion;  but  we  have  confined  ourselves  lo  ihe 
statistics  alone,  far  our  main  point  is  lo  show  the 
striking  contiasl  between  ancient  and  modern 
limes  with  tegaid  to  the  piogiess  of  the  propaga- 
tion of  Christianity. 

The  Weslein  people  must  be  very  eager  to  know 
the  reasons  why  the  Japanese  are  so  tardy  to  come 
into  Ihe  fold  of  ihe  Loid,  seeing  that  Confucianism, 
under  whose  shelter  they  used  to  live,  has  become' 
unsuited  to  the  new  stale  affairs. 

Already  we  have  too  frequently  seen  cases,  in 
which,  despite  the  fact  that  in  all  other  schools 
throughout  the  realm,  special  ceremonies  were  per- 
formed on  ceitain  special  occasions,  those  mission 
establishments  held  enliiely  aloof,  as  il  ihe  students 
placed  under  their  caie  were  of  a  different  nation- 
ality. We  hear  that  the  number  of  attendants  at 
these  schools  have  greatly  fallen  off  lately;  and 
this  cannot  be  explained  except  on  the  ground  thai 
what  they  have  done  has  been  offensive  to  the  na- 
lional  spiiit.  Another  grave  error  is  that  they 
liave  tried  to  introduce  Christianity  in  as  com- 
plicated a  shape  as  ii  exists  in  the  West. 

Perhaps  il  may  be  unjust  to  speak  in  this 
way,  for  the  impoitance  of  unity  is  now  amply 
recognized  by  the  missionaries,  and  a  scheme  for 
it  was  on  foot  only  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  time  was  not  yet  ripe,  but  the  reflection 
that  the  accomplishment  is  only  a  question  of  time 
must  be  consolatory  lo  ihe  cause  of  Christianity  in 
apan;  for  it  is  a  point  that  admits  noioomof 
denial  that  if  ever  Christianity  is  to  be  intro- 
duced here,  it  must  not  be  the  American  Qui- 
stianity,  nor  the  English  Christianity,  but  the 
paiticnlar  form  of  it  that  is  requited  by  ibis 
pai  ticular  country. 

The  peiiod  of  adoption  has  gone  and  that  of 
adaption  has  succeeded.  After  our  twenty  years 
experiences  with  foieign  institutions,  we  have 
learned  at  a  great  cost  that  the  transplanting  of 
anything  foieign  lo  our  soil  is  expensive  as  well  as 
detrimental  to  the  land.  We  have  plenty  of  laws 
and  regulations  hastily  made  up  by  transplanting 
those  of  other  countries,  but  which  are  now  lying 
unpublished  on  the  desks  in  the  cabinet,  simply 
because  they  were  found  unsuited  to  Ihe  require 
ments  of  the  couiiii  y  on  the  morrow  of  their  com- 
pletion. The  nation  is  now  awakened  fully  to  the 
sense  that  such  pioceedings  should  be  given  up 
altogether.  Now  if  this  be  the  case  with  state 
craft,  why  not  so  with  religious  affaiis? 

But  this  tesull  cannot  be  hoped  for  unless  the 
country  he  left  bee  to  do  what  ii  thinks  piopet 
with  tegaid  to  the  mallei  .  Aheady  we  have  seve 
1  al  leading  Japanese  Chi  islians  who  ai  e  endea  voui  - 
ng  lo  inaugurate  a  movement  in  the  ahove  in- 
dicated diieclion.  The  lime  of  the  realization  of 
this  movement  will  be  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
Christianity  in  Japan. — Boston  Investigator. 


Fiench  troops  were  killed,  and  ihe  i„t  West 
India  Regiment  bad  Lieutenant  Robert  Edmund 
Liston,  Second-Lieutenant  Chaidtne  W.ough- 
ton,  one  sergeant,  and  four  pi  ivates  killed  and 
filteen  seveiely  wounded.  The  troops  on  both 
Hides  had  natives  among  them.  The  Fiench 
and  English  press  discuss  the  mailer  in  ihe  light 
of  an  unhappy  mistake. 

London,  January  8. 
The  Tariff  Bill  has  been  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  French  press  is  contesting  British  rights 
in  Warina  territory,  where  the  fighting  took  place 
which  was  recently  reported  from  Sierra  Leone. 

London,  January  10. 
The  Marines  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
ships  al  Honolulu  have  been  landed  to  protect 
the  Legation  in  the  event  of  trouble  arising. 

Further  serious  riots  have  occurred  in  the 
southern  provinces  of  Italy,  and  on  the  troops 
being  called  out  they  were  ordered  to  fire  into 
the  rioters,  several  persons  being  killed  and 
wounded. 

London,  January  12. 
A  manifesto  issued  by  Senor  Zorilla,  which 
has  been  published  in  Madrid,  announces  the 
early  advent  of  a  Republic  in  Spain. 


L  A  TEST  TEL  EGRA  MS. 

 +  

[Kkuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  January  5. 
Reuters  Agent  at  Sierra  Leone  telegraphs 
that  it  is  reported  that  a  body  of  Fiench  troops 
attacked  the  British  expedition  against  the 
Lofas  tribe,  through  mistaking  them  for  natives. 
Sharp  fighting  took  place,  with  the  result  that 
Captain  Lendy,  twenty-six  Police,  and  several 
officers  and  men  of  the  1st  West  India  Regi- 
ment were  killed.  It  was  reported  that  a  French 
officer  had  been  captured. 

London,  January  6. 
Reuter's  Agent  at  Sierra  Leone  wires  that 
the  fighting  between  the  French  troops  and  the 
British  expedition  against  the  Lofas  tribe  con- 
tinued for  forty  minutes,  when  the  French 
withdrew  with  their  commander  wounded,  and 
returned  to  camp  where  fie  died.  It  was  sub- 
sequently explained  that  the  French  mistook 
the  British  for  a  body  of  the  Lofas.  Ten  of  the 


[Specially  Telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Daily  Mail."] 
(From  the  "  North  China  Daily  News"). 

London,  January  3. 
Mr.  Alpheus  C.  Morton,  the  member  for 
Peterborough,  has  given  notice  of  a  motion  in 
the  House  of  Commons  to  address  the  Queen 
praying  Her  Majesty  to  revoke  the  Act  granting 
the  Duke  of  Coburg  the  marriage  annuity  of 
^"10,000. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Johnstone  has  resigned, 
owing  to  differences  with  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Government  intend  to 
put  into  operation  a  wholesale  application  of  the 
closure  in  order  to  expedite  the  passing  of  the 
Parish  Councils  Bill,  and  that  an  arrangement 
has  been  made,  between  the  Government  and 
the  Opposition  to  finish  the  debate  on  the  Coun- 
cils Bill  by  the  19th  inst.,  as  both  parties  desire 
to  lengthen  the  recess. 

January  4. 

The  agreement  between  the  Government  and 
the  Opposition  to  facilitate  the  passing  of  the 
Councils  Bill  resulted  in  a  compromise  011  the 
contested  points  of  the  Bill. 

January  5. 

The  latest  advices  from  Mashonaland  state 
that  the  natives  declare  that  the  whole  of  Major 
Wilson's  party  were  killed  by  the  Mababele  with 
the  exception  of  seven,  who  managed  to  escape 
to  Hartley  Hill. 


(From  thi  "Hongkong  Daily  Pr«ss.") 

Madrid,  December  20th. 
In  Bacarritz  (Austria)  a  terrible  explosive 
burst,  blowing  up  the  residence  of  a  lawyer 
named  Wolff,  and  injuring  severely  many  per- 
sons and  entire  families  residing  in  the  vicinity. 
All  the  houses  of  the  neighbourhood  weie  ruined. 

The  police  in  Barcelona  have  discovered  a 
vast  organization  of  an  anarchist  association. 
The  things  found  have  thrown  much  light  on 
what  happened  in  the  attempt  against  Martinez 
Campos  and  in  the  Liceo  Theatre.  Important 
arrests  have  been  made.  Amongst  the  prisoners 
are  ihose  who  threw  the  dynamite  bomb  in  ihe 
Liceo,  an  accomplice  of  Pallas,  and  a  manu- 
tacturer  of  the  explosives. 

Madrid,  December  27th. 
Last  night,  during  the  performance  of  the 
opera  "  Ebrea,"  in  the  Theatre  Royal,  cards  were 
circulated  amongst  the  spectators  bearing  the 
word  "Leave."  The  spectators  were  struck  with 
fear  and  began  to  leave  the  theatre.  The  Civil 
Governor  communicated  by  telephone  vfrth  the 
Palace. 

(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Hamamatsu,  Jan.  9,  2.35  p.m. 
H.I.H.  the  Crown  Prince  arrived  at  Numazu 
at  1  p.m.,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  the  Detached 
Palace. 

Osaka,  January  10,  6.22  p.m. 
A  despatch  from  Jinsen,  dated  the  6th,  has 
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reached  he.e  to  the  effect  thai  a  mob  consisting 
oUeveral  thousand  persons  behaved  nva  very 
disorderly  manner  at  K ail o- f  u  on  the  2 2 n  d 
ult  They  attacked  several  official  residences, 
and  seized  some  officials,  who  they  treated  most 
«ue5v  Five  Japanese  merchants  were  dnven 
ro  he  town.  They.. eached  Jinsen  on  the  4Uj, 
and  reported  the  matter  to  the  Japanese  Consul. 

Nagoya,  January  10,  6.30  p.m. 
A  strong  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  here 
at  605  p  m.    The  residents  fled  from  then- 
houses.  Laler 

An  equally  severe  earthquake  occurred  at 
7  jS  P  m.,  and  rumblings  still  continue. 

Osaka,  January  10th,  8.23  p.m 
The  City  was  visited  by  a  smart  earthquake 
shock  a! 6  47  P.*.    The  ground  moved  for  two 

mhlUteS'     Tottori,  January  nth.  n!38«. 

Seven  strong  shocks  of  earthquake  were  felt 
here     Many  feeble  shocks  followed. 

Sendai,  January  nth,  4.07  P  '»- 
The  candidates  of  the  Radical  Party  for  the 
general  elections  in  Miyagi  Prefecture  are  as  0  - 
f0T-Mr.  Kusakari  Chikaaki  for  the  rst  d.s- 
trict,  Mr.  Musha  Dengoro  for  the  2nd  district 
M?  Kurosawa  Tozaburo  for  the  yd  district, 
Mr  SugawaraShinsuku  for  the  4th  district,  and 
Mr  Izawa  Sakuji  for  the  5th  district. 

Kofu,  January  nth,  11.09  a.m. 
Two  violent  earthquakes  were  experienced 
here  vesterday  at  6  a.m. 

Nagoya,  January  nth,  n  a.m. 
From  last  evening  up  to  this  morning  thirty- 
eight  earthquakes  were  felt  here,  and  the  towns- 
people are  greatly  excited.    Many  residents  fled 
uZ  their  houses  during  the  night.    No  lives 

were  lost.  , 

Nagoya,  January  nth,  1.30  p.m. 
A  violent  shock  ot  earthquake  occurred  last 
night  and   some  houses  were  overthrown  in  a 
ual  division.    Lives  are  reported  lost     A  few 
smart  shocks  were  felt  to-day,  and  residents  a,e 
panic-stricken. 

Osaka,  January  nth,  5.45  P-m,- 
Acting  on  the  suspicion  that  a  certain  Mr 
Komai.  an  attendant  of  the  Uyemura family '  »t 
Takatori,  Yamalo  Province,  had  cruelly  treated 
the  Chief  of  the  House  and  embezzled  some  ot 
the  property  belonging  to  the  Uyemura  Earn  ■  y 
over  forty  retainers  of  the  clan  held  a  public 
meeting  at  Takatori  on  the  7th,  and  explained 
Z  matter  to  the  general  public      Great  sym- 
path    was    shown  by    the  audience.  Ih.ee 
representatives    of    the    retainers  proceeded 
to  Komai's  house  the  same  night,  and  held 
a  conference  with  the  latter.    About  four  hund- 
red persons,  acted  as  an  escort  to  the  delegation 
and  surrounded  the  house.    The  noise  made  by 
this  mob  caused  some  excitement  among  the 
inmates  of  the  house,  and  they  fired  pistols  at  the 
people  gathered  outside.    A  great  disturbance 
ensued,  the  negotiations  being  broken  off  ab- 
ruptly, to  be  resumed  the  following  night  The 
family's  retainers  a.e  not  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planations given  by  Komai. 

Osaka,  January  12,  2  p.m. 
The  Hirano  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  decided  at 
its  general  meeting  held  yesterday  to  declare  a 
dividend  of  20  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Nagano,  January  12,  5.24  p.m. 
Mr    Kiuchi  Shin,  a  Radical,  has  resigned 
from  the  J,Vu-to  in  order  to  contest  the  seat  m 
,e  LowerHouse  for  the  Fifth  Election  District 
of  Nagano  with   the   Radical  candidate,  Mi. 
Tatekawa  Umpei. 

Nagoya,  January  12,  n.30  a.m. 
The  recent  big  earthquake  was  felt  most 
severely  in  the  north-western  part  of  Owari 
Province.    In  Haguri  District  one  hundred  and 
fifty  shocks  were  experienced  up  till  noon  yester- 
day    Cracks  opened  in  many  directions,  and  in 
one  place  soil  was  ejected  to  the  height  of  two 
feet      Some  houses  were  overthrown,  and  re- 
sidents are  seeking  shelter  in  sheds.  Cracks  were 
discovered  in  .he  Tamha  District,  and  water  in 
t'.wdh.  became  muddy.   In  Nagoya  breaches 
were  made  in  walls  and  clocks  were  slopped. 
Forty.nme  shocks  were  felt  up  to  this  morning. 


ci.ms  to  l>e  addressed  to  the  (,h«> 


The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms  No.  86,  Main  Street,  on    Mondays  8 
Thursdays  fioni  5  to  1 1  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  Hie  Hotel 
MeVopole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  II  p.m. 

Solution  of  Problkm  No.  103. 

WHITB.  BLACK. 

i_Kt  to  Q  Kt  3  1— Anything. 

2— Q,  Kt,  or  P  mates  accordingly. 

Correct  solutions  .  eceived  from  W.H  S.,  J.W.E., 
PEFS.,  Omega,  J.D.,  O.B.,  and  Digamma. 

Additional  correct  solution  of  No.  102  1  eceived 
from  P.E.F.S.,  too  late  for  competition  points. 

Problem  No.  105. 
By  V.  Mieses. 


White  to  play  and  male  in  three  moves. 


P.E.F.S. 
Ed.  B.  . 
Omici  on 
M.A.W. 


com 


46  points. 
35  points 
30  points 
20  points 


Solving  Competition  for  1893. 
The  following  is  the  result  of  the  solvin 
petition  for  the  past  yea 

J.W.E  120  points. 

W.H.S  118  points. 

]  D  116  points. 

O.B  "6  points. 

Digamma  ...  77  points. 

As  will  be  observed,  the  contest  was  ve-y  keen 
between  four  of  our  competitors,  and  Capt.  J.  W. 
Ekst.and,  who  heads  the  lis,,  ,s  .0  be  congra .  a 
ed  on  his  well-mer.ted  success.  W.H.S.  comes  n 
a  close  second  in  spite  of  his  absence  fro..,  Japan 
during  the  mon.h  of  August,  while  O.B.  and 
ID  tie  for  thud  place  with  excellent  sco.es. 
Omega  having  kindly  taken  cha.ge  of  the  pro- 
blem department  during  our  absence,  as  well 
as  having  been  away  himself  for  a  time  from 
these  shores,  his  sco,  e  .s  not  given  His  doughty 
deeds  over  the  Chess  board  need  no  commenda 
lion at  our  hands.  Ed.  B.  practically  retired  from 
.he  contest  at  an  eaily  stage. 


Championship,  we  have  heard  so  much  lately  that 
it  is  only  uecessai  y  lo  say  thai  he  is  looked  upon  as 
the  first-prize  winner.  OHy,  i"  The  Recorder, 
gives  the  odds  at  5  lo  I  in  his  favo.u. 

F.  J.  Lee,  of  London,  says  lie  has  not  played 
veiy  much  of  late.  Lee  is  about  35  years  of  age, 
bul  has  only  played  fitsl-class  chess  for  about  six 
yea.s.  He  is  a  fine  pawn  player,  a  genial  and 
amusing  bon  camarade,  and  is  very  favourably 
imp.essed  with  New  Yoik  and  American  manners, 
making  no  scruples, although  a  typhical  Londoner, 
of  drawing  all  so.ts  of  comparisons  between  the 
ways  of  the  old  and  the  new  world  capitals. 

N.  Jasnogrodsky,  the  Pole,  from  London,  has 
made  rapid  strides  in  chess.  Eight  years  ago 
te  received  the  odds  of  the  Queen  from  Albin  in 
Vienna.  "Jas,"  as  he  is  called  for  brevity,  is 
about  30  yeais  of  age,  but  looks  rather  more.  He 
is  out  for  stalling,  and  speaks  English  rather  bet- 
ter than  Albin  01  Taubenhaus. 

Genial  E.  Oily,  of  Btooklyn,  the  journalist  and 
problemist,  is  a  Greek  by  birth.  He  is  making 
his  debut  in  master  tournaments  on  the  present 
occasion.  E.  Olly's  chess  column  in  The  Re- 
corder ot  September  30th  is  decidedly  frisky. 
The  heading  is  a  4m.  by  3m.  drawing  of  two  kit- 
tens playing.  The  pose  of  the  white  one  is  admi- 
rable. Black  "  to  play,"  spraws  over  the  chess 
board  with  his  paw  a.otind  the  King.  Under- 
neath a.e  the  woids,  "Every  little  kitten  plays 
chess ;  it's  so  easy."  ,       ...  .  ,. 

H.  N.  Pillsbury,  of  Boston,  may  be  called  the 
Morphy  of  the  North."  He  is  positively  dread- 
ed by  the  tournament,  and  nothing  seems  to  tn  e 
him  of  winning  games.  He  is  a  handsome  youth 
of  about  20  yeais,  and  a  tetribly  hard  student  of 
chess.    He  is  expected  to  win  a  high  piize. 

W.  H.  K.  Pollock  was  disappointed  at  finding 
on  his  a.  rival  in  New  York  that  the  tournament 
was  limited  to  one  round,  as  he  1  egards  himself  as 
one  of  the  "  fanners,"  and  iequi.es  lo  lose  four  01 
five  games  befo. e  finding  his  gait.  He  is  confident 
of  playing  some  high  game,  if  not  of  taking  a  high 

P'  JJRyan,  the  Irishman,  is  the  vete.an  skittler  of 
the  congress.  He  is  sine  to  knock  some  of  the 
winners  out  of  lime.  Ryan  came  near  be.ng 
barred  from  the  tournament,  as  the  committee 
did  not  wish  to  extend  lo  him  the  privilege  of 
commencing  at  4  p.m.  The  good-natured  Lee 
out  in  a  woi  d  for  Ryan,  and  the  latter,  10  con- 
sequence, said,  "  After  that,  how  could  I  s.t  down 
and  beat  him  on  the  opening  day  ?" 

]  W  Showalter,  the  Western  champion,  de- 
lighted everybody  by  telegraphing  from  Chicago 
his  intention  lo  play.  He  w.ole  us  from  Kansas 
City  September  27th,  that  he  saw  no  possibility 
of  competing,  and  was  on  his  way  lo  the  Fair. 
But  alouina.nent  in  New  Yo.k  leaves  the  ba.r 
nowhere  in  the  eyes  of  chess  players.  Showalter 
ought  to  win  one  of  ihe  three  fit  st  pnzes. 

'laubenhaus,  the  Pa.isian  expe.l,  seems  to  be  in 
excellent  spit  its,  health,  and  good  foi.n.  He  is  a 
most  experienced  and  dangerous  opponent,  al- 
though in  tournaments  apt  lo  become  somewhat 
demoralised  after  a  .  un  of  bad  luck. 

L  Schmidt,  inn.,  hails  from  D.esdeu.  He  is 
a  good  player  and  highly  thought  of  in  London, 
bul  Ibis  is  his  first  tournament  of  importance. 


New 
.  A 


Referring  lo   the  recent  Tournament  in 
Yo.k  we  give  an  inlet  esting  cutting  asunder 
foretold,  Lasker  proved  the  winner  by 
lhe  games  he  played,  and  the  "Gossip  of  Hl.ee 
Continents"  came  limping  ...  the  extreme  .ea. 
with  a  score  of  only  2$. 

The  Baltimore  Nevus  gives  the  following  glimpse 
of  the  playe.s-.-A.  Albin,  of  Vienna,  is  a  player 
of  t;^ldUool,d«.ingandchivabo..sn,  attack. 
He  is  likely  to  win  one  of  the  five  chief  pnzes, 
betng  in  excellent  practice.  He  is  an  enlhus.as. 
and  a  g- eat  sitter,  though  somewhat  fidge.  y.  In 
his  70-move  game  with  Taubenhaus,  on  Sa  U.  day, 
Tester  was  asked  «*  he  went  on  fightrng  a 
d.awn  position  against  the  Austrian.  ;>  Oh,  .e- 
plied  Taubenhaus,  "  that  amuses  him. 

F  Deimar  is  one  of  the  old  school  veterans,  loo  , 
but'/as  is  notorious,  plays  a  very  mixed  8a,Je,  wab 
olentv  of  little  problems  thrown  in.  He  is  fauly 
fire  f  a  good  p'ace.  Deimar  and  Ryan,  by  spe 
cial  license  from  the  committee,  play  their  games 
each  day  at  4  p.m.,  instead  of  2  p.m. 

"Gossip  of  Th.ee  Continents  "  .s  a  very  well- 
known  and  ancient  chess  figure.  He  is  the  a* lll.b. 
of  the  congress,  and  is  armed  with  a  new  book  of 
brilliant  games,  which  is  very  neatly  got  up  He 
complain!  of  being  out  of  practice,  having  played 
ve.  v  little  chess  in  London  of  late. 

Major  Hanham,  another  bearded  veteran  will 
as  usual,  give  everybody  a  hard  tussle.    1  he  Majo. 
seen     to  be  the  only  non-smoker  ,n  the  tour, .a- 
me      bu.  he  is  also  about  .he  ba,  des.  man  . o  .  n  e 
lt    'He  has  not  done  ve.v  much  of  la.e,  and  will 
"bHbly  "-ke  an  extia  .ffo.l  to  get  a  K^*?*£*- 
Of  E.  Lacker,  the  candidate  for  the  Wo.ld  =. 


We  are  glad  to  learn  lhat  there  is  a  strong  pro- 
bability of  the  gi  eat  match  for  the  Championship 
of  Ihe  Wo.ld  between  Steinitz  and  Lasker  being 
played  next  mouth.  May  the  best  man  win  :  and 
may  we  have  some  monumental  games  for  study 
and  1  efe.  ence.  

We  give  below  one  of  (he  later  games  ill  the 
famous  Tarrasch-Tscbigorin  contest.  Much  regret 
is  felt  in  Chess  ci.cles  that  the  final  result  should 
have  been  ad. aw;  but  the  combatants  live  to  fight 
again  on  a  ft.  lire  occasion,  and  we  have  the  con- 
solation of  hope  that  another  series  of  games  may 
be  contesied  by  Ihem  eie  long. 

Fifteenth  game  in  the  match  at  St.  Petersburg. 


1  - 

2- 
3" 
4" 
5- 
6- 

7— 

8- 

9" 
10- 
11- 
12- 

13 
14 

15 
16 


WHITE. 
Tarrasch. 

-P  to  K  4 
K  Kt  to  B  3 
B  to  Kt  5 
B  to  R  4 
■Kt  to  B  3 
■P  to  Q  4 
Kt  to  K  2 
P  to  B  3 
Kt  to  Kt  3 
■P  to  K  R  3 
•Castles 
-B  to  Kt  3 

y  '"Q3 
|<i  to  K  2 

-B  to  B  2 

-B  to  K  3 


BLACK. 
Tschigoriti. 

,_P  lo  K  4 
2—0  Kt  10  B  3 
3_P  to  Q  R  3 

4—  Kt  to  B  3 

5—  P  to  Q  3 

6—  Kt  to  Q  2 

7—  B  to  K  2 

8—  Castles 

9—  B  to  B  3 
Kt  to  K  2 
Kt  to  K  Kt  3 
R  to  K  ^q. 
K.  (Q  2)  .0  B  *q 
O  '<>  K  2 

15-  B  t"  Q  ^ 

16-  Q  R  10  Q  sq< 


1 0 

11—  I 

12-  I 
'3-1 
14-' 
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17—  P  10  Q  5 

18—  K  la  R  2 

19 —  P  10  B  4 

20  —  Kt  to  Ki  3 

21  —  Kt  lakes  Kt 

22  — Ki  to  B  5 

23—  P  t.i  K  Ki  3 

24—  P  takes  B  ' 

25—  R  la  B  3 

26—  Q  R  to  K  B  sq. 

27 —  1<  lakes  B 

28—  B  la  Q  sq. 

29—  R  10  B  6 

30 —  R  (B  6)  to  B  2 

31—  P  to  K  R  4 

32—  P  to  K  Kt  4 

33—  - K  to  K1  3 

34—  B  takes  P 

35—  R  to  U  2 

36—  P  10  R  5 
37  —  B  lakes  P 

38—  K  t"  B  2 

39—  Q  R  to  K  R  sq. 

40 —  K  to  K  2 

41 —  R  to  R  4 

42—  Q  to  B  2 

43—  Q  10  R  4 

44 —  R  lakes  R 

45—  Q  to  Q  sq. 
Resig  us. 


17—  P  to  R  3 

18—  -K1  to  R  2 

19—  R  to  K  B  sq 

20—  Ki  to  Ki  4 
21  —  B  lakes  Kt 
22 — Q  to  B  3 
23  — B  I  a  Ices  B 

24—  Kt  to  R  sq. 

25—  QR  to  K  sq. 

26 —  3  lakes  Kt 

27 —  O  10  K  2 

28—  P  10  K  Ki  3 

29—  K  to  Kt  2 

30—  P  to  K  B  3 

31—  P  10  K  R  4 
32  — P  lakes  P 

33 —  Kt  to  B  2 

34—  R  to  K  R  sq. 

35—  Q  R  to  "K  B  sq. 

36—  P  takes  P 

37—  Q  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

38—  K  to  B  sq. 

39 —  Kt  to  Kt  4 

40 —  Q  to  R  2 

41—  Q  to  Kt  2 

42—  R  to  R  3 
43  —  R  lakes  B 

44 —  Kt  lakes  P 

45—  Q  to  Kt  5  ch, 


ECZEMA. —  Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  net, 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messis.  North  &  Kae 
Limned,  Yokohama. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 4,  

THE  NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUE 
From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K.  Friday,  Jan.  19th. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Wed'day,  Jan.  18th.* 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Jan.  14th. f 

From  Canada.  &c.    ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  Jan.  ajnd.t 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Tuesday,  Jan.  a8tl,.( 

From     Europe,  .  via 

Hongkong    perM.M.Co-  Sunday.Jan.aist.il 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N   D.Lloyd  Wednesday,  Jan.  34th. 

From  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Feb.  1st. 

*  City  nf  Kin  At  Juiifitn  left  San  Francisco  on  December  30th. 
f  l'tum,i  left  Nagasaki  on  January  10th.  t  timprets  nj  India  left 
Vancouver  on  January  8th.  S  Gaelic  left  San  Francisco  on 
January  9th.  ||  Ocia'iien  iwith  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on 
January  13th. 

THE   NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K.         Tuesday,  Jan.  16th. 

For  America    per  O,  &  O.  Co.    Saturday,  Jan.  13th. 

For  Victoria,  B.C., and 
Tacoma,  Wash           per  N.  P.  Co.       Sunday,  Jan.  14th. 

For  Europe,  via ->hang- 
liai    per  M.  M.  Co.        Sunday,  Jan.  14th! 

For  Hongkong    ner  P  &  O  Co.      -aturday,  Jan.  aoth. 

For  America    per  P.M.  Co.        Tuesday,  Jan.  13rd. 

For  H..ngkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.    Tuesday,  Jan.  33rd. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  Lloyd    Sunday,  Jan.  26th. 

For  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co      Friday,  Feb.  and. 


LA  TEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 
Asagao  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,580,  H.  Wallet, 

61I1  Januaiy, — Hakodate  4th  Jannaiy,  General. 

—Nippon  Ynsen  Kaislia. 
Seki   Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  250,   Iktsei,  6tli 

January, —  Kobe  5th  January,  Geneial.  —  Nada 

Kogio  Kabusliiki  Kaislia. 
Benlirig,  Bi  it isli  steamer,  1,452,  E.  L.  Boulillier, 

71I)   January, — Antweip   via   polls,   General — 

Conies  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  7U1 

January, — Moji,  Coal. — Mitsu  Bislii  Slia. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 

7th  January, —  Kobe  51I1  January,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

7th  Januaiy, —  Kobe  6tll  January,   General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Cricliton, 

71I1  Januaiy,  —  Otaiu   via  poits  2nd  January, 

Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Tsiiruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

7  lb  J  a  11 11  a  1  y, —  YoUkaiclii  6tli  Januaiy,  Genei  al. 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Concord  (6),  U.S.  gunboat,  Commandei  Goodi  icb, 

8lb  Januaiy, — Hongkong  via  Nagasaki. 
Pyrrhus,  Bi  ilisli  steamer,  2,299,  Ball>  9l,)  January, 

—  Liverpool  via.  pons,  General.  —  Buttei  field  & 
Swii  e. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 

git)  January, —  Handa  81I1  Januai  y,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  64 1 ,  J.   Iwata,  9th 

Januaiy, — Yokkaiclii  8tli  Januaiy,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Wolf  [6),  Gei  man  gunboat,  Captain  Ki  atsclimann, 

91I1  Januai  y,  — Kobe  7th  January. 


Dunbith,  Biiiisli  •learner,  1,471,  Ch.  McKenrie, 

91b  Januaiy, —  Middlesboio'  91b  November,  Ge- 
neial.— Smith,  Bakei  He  Co. 
Baltimore  ( 14),  U.S.  ci  nisei ,  Captain  W.  R.  Bi  1  dg- 

man,  lOlb  Januaiy, —  Hongkong  2nd  Januaiy, 
Tokio  Mailt,  Japanese  steamer,  1,351),  Kendeidine, 

lOtb  Januaiy,  —  Otaiu   vi&  polls  2nd  Januai  y, 

Geneial. —  Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

loth  January, —  Kobe  91I1  January,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Akashi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  876,  Sakala,  ulli 

January,  —  Hakodate  7U1  Januaiy,  Geneial. — 

Osaka  Sbosen  Kaislia. 
Surttga  Maru,  Japanese  steamei ,  417,  Muiamatsu, 

I  lib  January, — Yokkaiclii  (Oil)  januaiy,  Gene 

ial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  Win.  H.  Walker, 

I  lib  January, —  Hongkong  via  poi  Is,  41b  [anil 

aiy,  Mails  and  General.  —  O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
loyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  Malsu- 

inoto,  till)  January, —  Hachiijohe  iotli  Januaiy, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Niiei, 

I  lib  January, — Kobe  IOtb  January,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Ping  Suey,  Bi  ilisli  steamer,  1,982,  Jaques,  12U1 

Januaiy, — London  via  ports,  and   Kobe  loth 

January,  Geneial. — W.  M.  Strachan  &  Co. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 

I2lh  January, — Yokkaiclii  nth  January,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 

1 2 th  Januai  y, — Shanghai  and  ports  61  h  Januai  y, 

Mails  and  General. —  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 

13th  January, — San  Francisco  22nd  Decembei, 

via  Honolulu  30th,  Mails  and  General. — O.  & 

O.  S.S.  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
6lh  January, — Handa,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yu 
sen  Kaisha. 

he  Maru,  Japanese  steamei,  641,  }.  Iwata,  6th 
January, —  Yokkaiclii,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pendei, 
6  b  January, —  Kobe,  Geneial.  —  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Sorachi  Maru,  Japanese  steamei,  1,108,  6th  Ja- 
nuary,—  Otaiu,  Light.- — Asano  Kaislia. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Ai  ai,  6tb 
Januai  y,— Yokkaiclii,  Genei  a  I.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,  6' It  Januai  y, — Olaru  via  ports,  Genei  al. 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219,  Wilson, 

6tb    Januajv,  —  Shimonoseki    and  Nagasaki, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sadokitnt  Maru,  J apanese  steamer,  1 ,500,  Tasak a, 

6lh  Januaiy, — Moji,  Light.  —  Baitao-gumi. 
Seki   Maru,  Japanese   steamei,   260,    Iktsei,  6th 

January, — Sbinagawa,  General. — Nada  Kogio 

Kabusliiki  Kaisba. 
Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mudie, 

7th  Januai  y, — Hongkong  via   Kobe  and  Naga- 
saki, Mails  and  General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Friqga,  Get  man  steamer,  1,400,  Nager,  71I1  Janu 

aiy, —  Handling    via    poits,    General. — Simon, 

Evei  s  &  Co. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
71I1  Jaauaiy, —  Kobe,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Kumamoto  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,240,  Olsen, 

8lh  January,  —  Hamanaka,    Geneial. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

8ih    Januaiy, — Yokkaiclii,    Geneial.  —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Bnnkoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma 

91I1  Januaiy, — Otaiu,  Light. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  91I1 

Januaiy, — Nagasaki,     Geneial. —  Milsu  Bishi 

Sha. 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 

91I1  January, — Shanghai  and  ports,    Mails  and 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Ciichton, 

91b  January, —  Kobe,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaislia. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
91b  January, —  Hakodate,  Geneial. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

ffarima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamui o, 
ioib  Januaiy, —  Handa,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Benvenue,  Biilish  steamer,  1,467,  Tbompsen,  nth 
January, — New  Yoilc,  Geneial. — Comes  &  Co. 
Sitritga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  447,  Mui  amatsu, 
1  Ith  Januaiy, — Yokkaiclii,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 


Gulf  of  Genoa,  Biilish  steamer,  1,836,  Swan,  121I1 
Januai  y,—  Kobf,  General. — Fiaza.  &  Co. 

he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  J  Iwata,  121I1 
Januaiy, —  Hacbinobe,  Geneial. —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

1 2'  1 1    januaiy, — Olaru    viA    pons,  Geneial.— 

Nipi        Yusen  Kaisha. 

Pyrthut,  Biilish  steamei,  2.299,  Ball,  121I1  Janu 

aiy,  -  Kobe,  Geneial. —  Buttei  field  &  Swiie. 
Takasago  Murti,  Japanese  ste.a  mer,  1 ,286,  J.  Niiei, 

I2th  Januaiy, —  Kobe,  General.  — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamei ,  1,350,  Kenderdinr, 
121I1  January,  — Kobe,  General. —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  fiom 
Kobe  via  ShiotsU  : — 2  passengeis  in  stcond  class 
and  7  passengeis  ill  steerage, 

Per  Japanese  steamei  Sendai  Maru,  bom  Kobe: 
—  Mi.  Okubo  and  Misses  Okubo  in  cabin  and  35 
passengeis  in  steeiage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  fi  om  Olai  11 
via  pints: — 8  Japanese  in  second  class  and  20 
Japanese  in  steerage. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  fiom  Otaiu 
via  poi  is  :— Mr.  Chas.  Grant,  Rev.  Julius  Soper, 
Mr.  S.  Yokoyama,  and  Mr.  and  Mis.  Nakamura 
in  cabin;  Mi.  and  Mrs.  Kato  in  second  class,  and 
34  Japanese  in  sleeiage.  F01  Kobe:  Mr.  Shi- 
madzu  in  second  class  and  7  Japanese  in  steeiage. 

Pei  Biilish  steamei  Belgic,  from  Hongkong  via 
poits:  -Mi.  and  Mrs.  D.  Jackson,  Mis.  E.  W. 
Tilde.  ,  Miss  Ruth  Laning,  Mr.  J.  R.  Freme,  Mr 
C.S.  G.  Lloyd,  Mr.  J.  Ma,  ques,  Dr.  A.  H.  Simons, 
Dr.  P.  H  uderson,  Mr.  and  Airs.  H.  S.  Jeffieys  and 
2  child,  en,  and  Miss  Thomas  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  from 
Kobe  :  — 15  passengeis  in  steeiage. 

Pei  Japanese  steamei  Saikio  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  poits: — Admiial  and  M,s.  K.  Tsuhoi, 
Mis.  Tocque,  Mi.  S.  Hihaia,  Mi .  Taylor,  Rev. 
Couell,  and  Mi .  K.  Mo.ooka  in  cabin  ;  Mi.  and 
Mis.  S  Nagai  and  2  child,  en,  M.S.  Cl  in*,  Mi. 
T.  Aiinoto,  and  M..  Fbong  Kwa  Shun  in  second 
cla-s,  and  29  passengers  in  steeiage. 

Per  Biilish  steamei  Oceanic,  fiom  San  Fran- 
cisco:—  Mr.  Edward  N  Snow,  Mr.  K.  Nosawa, 
Mr.  'J'.  Tamaguchi,  Rev.  W.  H.  Hudson,  M.s. 
Hudson,  Mr.  H.  Hokau,  Mi.  J.  B   Drake,  Mi.  G. 

F.  Smiiheis,  Arclibisltop  Denis  Latas,  Rev.  R.  E. 
McAlpine,  Mrs.  McAlpine,  Mr.  R.  C.  McAlpine, 
Miss  Evelyn  McAlpine,  Mi.  Chas.  H.  Tetaz,  and 

Piince   Wolkonsky   in  cabin.     F01  Hongkong:  

Messis.  Ping  Yan  Wang,  C.  Andie  de  la  P.,i  te, 
I'.  Andie  de  la  Potte,  Woo  Clung  and  seivanl, 
David  Ken,  Ho  Shen  Chee,  Chun  Qua..  Kee,  and 
Miss  Lmwood  in  cabin.  F01  Sb-ioghai: —  Miss 
E  F.  Swinney,  M.D.  in  cabin  Fiom  Honolulu 
10  Yokohama  : — M 1 ,  H .  Sclia ufflei  in  cabin.  Fnun 
Honolulu  : — Mi .  H.  Evans  and  Mrs.  Evans  in  cabin. 
DEPA  RTED. 

Per  Biilish  steamei  Ancona.  foi  Hongkong  via 
pons:— Mr.  Anpe,  D. .  S.  A.  Gibbs,  M..  W.  S. 
H.  Lotluop,  M..  W.   E  Mi.  and  Mrs. 

Hamilton  Shaip,  Miss  Lucy  Mai  (in,  Mi.  J  T. 
Hamilton,  and  native  servant,  Mi.  W.  Tatters, 
Mi.  F.  G.  Walts,  Mi.  R.S.  Palme.,  and  Mi.  S.  B. 
Trowbi  idge  in  cabin,  and  3  Chinese  and  I  Japan- 
ese in  steerage. 

Pei  Japanese  steamei  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  polls: — Miss  Lovell,  Rev.  and  Mis.  Lang, 
Messis.  Lu  Tseng  Chang,  and  T.  Suda  in  cabin  ; 
the  Misses  Lu  (3)  and  Master  Lu,  Mrs.  Kak  and 
2  daughters,  Messrs.  Eluhardt,  F.  J.  Freer,  and 
Kak  Ming  Shun  in  second  class,  and  51  passen- 
gers in  sleerege. 

CARGOES. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  poris: — Treasure,  $100,000.00. 

Pei  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
porls: — Silk,  301  bales;  Waste  Silk,  63  bales. 

REPORTS. 

The  Japanese  steamei  Takasago  Maru,  Captain 
Nuei,  lepoits  : — Left  Kobe  the  51b  Januaiy  at  10 
a.m.  Auived  at  Shiotsu  al  1.35  p.m.  and  left 
again  al  5  5°  p.m.  ;  had  fine  weather  and  strong 
northeily  bieeze;  passed  Osbima  the  6th  at  1. 00 
a.m.  wind  increasing  and  veei  ing  westwaid  to- 
wards Owai  i  Bay  ;  made  Rock  Island  at  5.46 
p.m.;  thence  cloudy  and  strong  northerly  breeze, 
and  light  lain  with  very  low  baioineter.  Arrived 
al  Yokohama  the  71I1  Januaiy  al  0.50  a.m. 

The  Japanese  sleamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain 
Sakai,  lepoits: — Left  Kobe  the  6th  Januaiy  at 
noon  ;  had  light  to  modeiate  1101  ih-westei  ly  bieeze 
and  fine  weather;  after  passing  round  Osbima 
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moderate  to  strong  north-westerly  breeze aH 
Cloudy  weather  with  high  following  sea.  Ar.ived 
at  Yokohama  the  71I1  January  al  6  38  p.'«- 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sagann  Maru  Capiat 
chton,  reports  :-Left  Otaru  the  2nd  January 


•'had'TightTariable  winds  and  cloudy 
with  occasional  heavy  snow  squalls.  Ai- 
tl,e  3rd  at  II  a.m.  and  lett 


Crichton, 
at  2  p.m. 
weatlier, 

rived  al   Hakodate  . 

again  the  5l«  at  8  a.m.  ;  had  light  to  gentle  bree.es 
and  fine  but  cloudy  weather  to  Yamada  Head, 
thence  to  port  moderate  to  fresh  and  strong  winds, 
c.  easing  to  gale  from  N.E.  w.th  heavy  rain 
Arrived  at  Ogu.ohama  the  6-h  a.  7  45  a.m.  and 
left  again  the  same  day  at5p.'»-;  »•»«•  S»0»S 
gale  from  N.E.  with  heavy  .an.  to  Inuboye, 
fheuce  to  port  mode,  ate  to  gentle  and  light  b,  eezes, 
and  cloudy,  with  showers  of  had  and  ram  to  No- 
shima  Lighthouse;  thence  to  po.t  gentle  wesle.ly 
breezes  and  fine,  clea.  weather.  A.  rived  a  Yoko 
hama  the  7th  January  at  8  p.m.  B-ought  down 
the  shipwrecked  c.ew  of  the  John  Y.  Robb, 
from  Hakodate. 

The  Japanese  steamer   Tokto  Maru,  Captain 
Kenderdine,  reports  :  —  Left  Otaru  the  5th  January 
at  1.55  p.m.  ;  thence  to 
gentle  variable  winds, 

A.  rived  at  Hakodate  the  6th  at  8.45 
lie  va.  iable  winds,  wealhe. 
overcast  with  snow  and  rain  at  inter- 
Left  Hakodate  the  8lh  at  8  a.m. ;  had  gentle 


Hakodate  had  light  to 
clear,  cloudy,    and  fine 


weather.  A.nv 
a.m. ;  had  light  to  gen 
cloudy  and 
vals.    Left  . . 

to  moderate  northe.ly  winds  and  weather  ove.  cast 
at  noon  sl.ong  b.eeze  with  heavy  confused  sea 
and  rail,  and  snow  al  intervals  ;  rounded  Shi.  lya 


Gear. — 


saki  Lighthouse  al  0.14  p.m.  a.u.  encountered  a 
||  with  fiesh  10  mode,  ate  va.iable 


weather, 
a.m.  and 


m,  am 

heavy  N.E.  swell  with  fiesh 

winds  and  rah.  al  intervals;  at  midnight  wind 
hauled  wesle.ly  and  weather  clea.  ed  ;  thence  to 
O^inohan.a    light   to   f.esh  bi  r-eZe  and  fine  clea. 

Auived  at  Otfinohan.a  the  9  h  at  7.35 
left  «t  I.40  p.m.;  thence  to  Noshim* 
L.yhtl.nuse  shorn;  Inreze,  at  lin.es  mode,  al  e  gale, 
f,o.li  W  N.  and  N.W.  with  nu.de.  ale  sea  and  hue, 
Clear  wealhe.  ;  l.oin  Moshima  Lighthouse  gentle 
to  ligh.  b.eeze  and  fine,  b.igh.  wealhe,.  Ar.ived 
al  Yokohama  the  IOlh  Janua.y  at  2.20  p.m. 

The  1-M.anese  s.ean.e.  Nagato  Maru  Captain 
Pe-.de.,  .  epo.  is  :—  L-H  K-I.c'lhe  9'h  Jam.a.y  al 
I    p.m.  ;  had   f.-h    W.N  W.  win. 

N.W.  winds  increasing  to  im.de.  ale 
to  R  ck    Island  and  variable 
wealhe.   to  poi  t.     A'  1  ived 


Janua.y,— Middlesboro'  via  pods,  Geneial.— 
Smith,  Baker  &  Co. 
Melbourne,  French  steamer,  3,400,  Vimoni,  5th 
January,— Marseilles  26th  November,  Hong- 
kong28lh  December, Shanghai  1st  January,  and 
Kobe  4th,  Mails  and  General.— Messagenes 
Maritimes  Co. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

Adolph  Harboe,  Danish  bark,  1,049,  Petersen,  15th 
December,— New  Yo.  k  261I1  May,  36,480  cases 
Oil.  —  R.  Isaacs  &  Bro. 
Anaconda,  Ame.ican  schooner,  40,  A.  Lawsou, 
4ili  January,— Noith  Pacific,  Sealing 
Captain. 

Arctic,  B.ilish  schooner,  40,  Gillem,  7U1  October, 
—  Hakodate  301b  September,  55  Seals.— J 
Pyne. 

Aurora,   B.ilish  schooner,  41,  E.  Toussant,  7th 

October,— Hakodate,  Stores.— Captain. 
Charles  E.  Moody,  American  ship  1,915,  R.  L. 
I  eonard,  I  1th  Decembe. ,— New  York  1st  July, 
70,225  cases  Oil.—  Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Diana,  Ame.ican  schooner,  74,  Peterson,  5U1 
October,— North  Pacific,  50  otteis  and  5  seals. 
— Captain. 

Esmeralda,  British  schooner,  130,  Harrison,  nth 
December,— Guam,  Copra.—  Jai dine,  Matheson 
&  Co. 

MaudS,  British  schooner,  97,  R.  E.  McKe.l,  25th 
September,— No. th  Pacific,  Stores  and  Gear. 
Captain. 

Petriever,  American  schooner,  75,  H.  J.  Snow, 
,8th  Ociobe.,— Nouh  Pacific,  104  Seals.— 1. 
M.  Laffin. 

Saiban,  British  schooner,  75,  J.  T.  Blanchfield,  15th 
December,— Guam,  Cop.  a.— Samuel  Samuel  & 
Co 

St 


1  o  1  1  o r  1  v a  i< r  1  s .       1  eh  picui .. 

Jos.  <o/ij,  Uiii.i.a.y   

Mos.  .6/2.|,  Medium   $37.00  to  — 

Sos.  16/2^  Good  to  Uest   37  00  to  j8.oo 

Nos.  16/24,  Re»e« se   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary  

Nos.  28I32,  Medium    37  75  to  — 

Nos   2S  32,  Good  In  Uest   38  50  to  3Q  75 

No«   38/ |2,  Medi.t  n  to  best    4500(047  00 

So.  3is,  'Ew»-foM    43  00  to  44  00 

No.. (as,  I  n>o-fold    47-50  to  49  5« 


No 
No 


20s,  llo.nl.ay 
16s,  liombav 


Walker, 
had 
1  i  v  a  I 


...Is  to  O-hinia  ; 

p.m.  ;  " 
thence  SI 

gale  wiih  high  sea 
wind-,  wi.h   fine,  clea 

at  Yokohama  the  IOlh  Jnuna-y  al  5.55  p.m. 

The   B  uish  s.e«mr,   Belgic,  CaviHin 
repol  ls:_Left  Hongkong  .he  41T1  Ja.mai y  ;  hart 
S1I....K  N.W.  .......sou.,  and  high  seas  up  lo  a.. 

at  NngMsaUi  .he  8<h  at  9.56  a.m.  Left  Nagj.s 
the  same  day  al  n.14  !>•»»•  a,,d  !,,e',«  l"  K"br 
fine  weather  and  smooth  seas,  arrived  the  ioih  a. 
6  SO  a.m.  Left  Kobe  the  same  day  at  0.43  p.m 
and  thence  111  poll  fine  weather  and  smonil.  seas. 
Auived  at  Yokohama  ihe  1 1  th  January  al  2  25  p.m 
Times,  7  days,  5  hums,  54  """uies. 

The  Japanese  sleame.  Takasago  Maru,  Captam 
1   Ni.  ei,  .epo.  ts  -.-Left  Kobe  the  1  oil.  Jai.ua.  y  at 
10.20  a.m.;  passed   Sh.wo.su  without  ancl.o.ing 
on  account  of  sl.ong  N.W.  winds  and  fine  wea 
ther,  smooth  sea  ;  passed  O.hima  al  8  30  p.m. 
made  Rock  Island  the  I  III.  at  0.37  p.m.;  theno 
to  port  f.esh  breeze  and  fine  weather.    Arrived  ; 
Yokohama  the  I  lib  January  at  7.15 ,  p  m. 
llTh«  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  Captain 
Conner,  repo.ls  :-Le(t  Shanghai  the  6th  January 
at  noon;  had  strong  b.eeze  and  heavy  squalls 
Arrived  at  Nagasaki  the  8th  at  6  a  m 
the  same  day  at  5  P-m.  >  ,lad  scllialiy  w.ealher 
Arrived  at  Moji  the  91I1  at  6  a.m. 
a.m     Arrived  at  Kobe  the  IOlh  at  7  a.m.  and  le  t 
the  nth  at  noon.    Ar.ived  at  Yokohama  the  13U- 
had  light  breeze  and  smootl 

M 


David,  American  ship,  1,536.  Lyons,  isjI 
DeCenvUe.,— New  Y».k  241I.  June,  O.I.— Ja, 
dine,  Matheson  &  Co. 

Worlock,  B.ilish  steam-schooner,  31,  A.  K.e.ld.l) 
ielih>,  17th  November,— Pen opaulovbky,  Seal 
ing  Gea. . — Captain. 

MKN-O  I'- WAR. 

Concord  (6),  U.S.uu.ibnai.Commande.  Good,  ich, 
8,1,  |a..,.a.y,— Hongkong  Via  Nagasakl^- 

Hsukushima  K*n  (12),  Japanese  c.n.ser  ..Captain 
K.  fj.ohi,  2nd  Decembe.,— Yokosllka  2nd  Ue- 

cembet  .  .     n  w  (!  :JI  « 

Marion  (7),  U.S.  corvette,  Capta.n  G.  V.  Gi  id-ley, 
frffiiil*.,-^  P.ac.ise.e.h  Decembe.. 

Wo//(6),Gr.m»n  gunboat,  Captain  K. alschmann, 

911,  Janua.y,  — Kobe  7th  J-.nua.y. 


January  at  3  p. 


water 


11       '  _  «*» 

The  British  steamer  Oceanic,  Captain  w. 


LA  TKS1  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 
The  New  Year  festivities  being  now  fai.ly  ove. 
,|,e  native  me.chants  are  returning  to  business, 
ild  the  I.upunT.adebearsson.evvhata  bi.gh.ei 
soect      Yarns,  both  Single  and  Double,  have  sud 
ienly  revived  and  a.e  moving  off  at  a  good  pace 
Holders,  however,  have  somewhat  checked  business 
"v  raising  their  prices.    Shu  lings  and  olhe.  M  . 
Chester  Goods  expe.ience  a  mode,  ale  enquiry,  but 
ZVe  again  buyeis  and  holde,  s  find  much  difficu  l> 
rooming  to  terms.  In  Woollens,  the  same  trouW 
s  appare"  .,  but  in  rather  a  greater  deg.ee.  the. 


MIC  I  A  I  S. 

This  ma.ket  has  not  yet  quite  recovered  from 
last  week's  dissipation,  and  only  a  small  business 
has  been  transacted  at  unchanged  p.  ices. 

pbr  v  1  c » 1. . 

flat  lla.s.  i  inch    >4  'O  to  4  20 

(flat  lia.s,  J  inch    4  20  lo  4  3° 

H,Hlud  ami  wipiare  u|»,to  J  incli    3-35  '°  3-45 

lion  Plates,  assorted    3  40  t<>  3-5" 

Sheet  Iron   4-55  1°  4-70 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.00  to  g. 20 

Wiie  Nails,  assorted    5  4°  to  5.75 

[  in  I'lateN,  per  him   6.00  lo  6  20 

Pie  ho...  Mo.  3    «-50  to  1.55 

l<  ICKOSICNI'.. 
A  rather  better  feeling  is  experienced  in  this 
market,  and  higher  prices  have  been  paid.  The 
tank  steamer  Bullmouth  a.  rived  on  the  6lh  will. 
2,41410ns  of  Russian  Oil  in  bulk. 

Chester    K82J  to  1.87 

Co(nel    '  -8o  t«l;S*l 

Devoe    ~~ 

Russian  Anchor   '-774  to  ..80 

Russian  Moon    '  -75   to  1.77^ 

SIJGAK. 

Demand  for  Browns  has  been  very  good  during 
the  past  week,  and  sales  have  so  fa.  exceeded  a.- 
1  ivals  thai  holders'  stocks  a",  ^exhausted.  Cunt,  acts 
I.HVe  been  euleied  into  for  Takao,  "  to  ai 
the  1  ale  of  4.30  lo  4.4"  )Pel'  P'cl. 
an  ivals  of  the  new  season's  sug 

a.e  eage.lv  awaited.  Whiles  have  again  met  wU.h 
ready  pu.chaseis,  and  business  is  pmg.esslug 
favoinably  at  unchanged  rates. 

J  Y  R  K   H  I  C  U  I.  , 

itrown  Tahao    *4  4"  4.59 

BimW,.  Manila    5-jO  to  5.40 

Brown  Dait.u.g    4-<»"  ia  4  '3 

Brown  Canton    4  45      4  °5 

White  |ava  and  Penan*   7.ooto7.'o 

Wliilp  K"0fi,w.1    7  50  "  9  .0 

EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  51b  instant,  since  which 
late  settlements  on  this  ma.ket  a.e  657  P'ru's 
livided  ihns  :— Filatures.  434  piculs  ;  Re  reels.  125 

nic'llls;  Kakeda.gS  U'culs.  DneC  sh.p.nen.s  have 
,een  146  '.ales,  making  the  total  export  l.ade  lor 
1  lie  wee  It  800  piculs. 

n.espu.t  mentioned  in  our  last  soon  died  away, 
and  as  holders  have  been  ve.  y  sl.ong  ...their 
ideas,  only  a  small  business  was  done  Quota- 
tions show  no  reduction  upon  last  weeks  p.  ices, 
but  exchange  having  risen  in  the  meantime, 
silks  bought  to  r'ay  lay  down  in  the  home  nia.kets 
at  aboul  two  per  cent,  above  those  purchased 
There  does  not  seem  much  good 


ive,"  at 
and  the  fi.st 
from   F  .osa 


hemg  a  wide  margin 
parlies 


between  the  ideas  of  the  two 

CO  M  OM    IMECIC  liQOI>S 

\«k  vds.  3«ihclie»  $2.20 

35  t°3' 


P«R  HICS. 


 win.    tHl  vds.  30H'Cl<»  $2.30    10  3-75 

5i"c».e,    ,35  103.2 


Smith,  .eports:-Left  San   Francisco  the  22.. 
Decembe.  al  noon,  and  Honolulu  the  30th  at 
p  m.    An  ived  at  Yokohama  ihe  13th  January  at 
215  am.    Passage  fiom  Honolulu,  12  days,  I 
hou.s,  55  minutes;  passage  from  San  Francisco 
20  days?  41  minules.    Had  a  S.W.  gale  on  De- 
cember 241I1  and  25th,  after  which  fine  wealhe. 
with  variable  winds  lo  Jauua,  y  91b  ;  thence  to  port 
moderate  to  fresh  wesle.ly  gales  with  high  seas. 

SHIPPING  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

STEAMERS. 

Beitlarig,  British  steamer,  1,452,  E.  L.  Bout illier, 

7th  january,— Antwerp  via  ports,  Gene.al.— 

Corues  &  Co. 
Bullmouth,  British    steamer.    2.040,  Scott,  6th 

lanuary,— Balouin  via  Kobe,   Light.— Samuel 

Samuel  &  Co. 
Dunbeth,  British  steamer,  1,471.  £h.  McKenzie, 

9U1  January,— Middlesboro"  9th  November,  Ge 

ner  al.— Smith,  Baker  &  Co. 
Ethiope,  British  steamer,  1,950,  A.  Wankee,  4th 


Indiso  Shu  t'...**— *  s-  |.|  inches  ... 
p  .i^s_-A«orteil,a4  yards,  30'»«!>,»;- 
C„ttn,.-ltah8nsandSattee..sl»lad(,^ 

i  ncl.es   ■.  ."  ",' 

Victoria  Lawns,  .2ya.dS,  12-3 u^ct .... 
rlirkey  Reds-a.o  to  2.4W,  24/25  ya.os, 

I^1,.i:eV^2:3,to3W;24/25-yards-; 

Turkey  Reds-.i'-S  lo'  4'ih','  h(*5  V"**' 

12  inches   ' 

I  nrlcey  Reds-4.8  to  5%.  M/«5 


1.70  to  2  35 
1  75    t°  3  75 

Pt.R  VHP  • 

a  \6  to  o  31 
6.35  1°  8,70 
0.65    to  0.78 

rin  PI «C«i. 
1  424  to  152  4 


3a i  nches 


WOOL I  lfMS. 


yaids,  32  inches  I. est 
yauis,  3«  inches 


3" 


yards,  J.a  inchei 


Flannel  

Italian  Cloth,  \ 
Italian  Cloth, 
Medhini  ... 
Italian  Cloth, 

Common   •  

Mousseline  de  I  .nine— (.rape,  a.|  Vh..is 

nicies   

CU>llis— PiUitf.,51  <*  S« '"««'.", 
Clotlis— ['.uaidentK.sl®  S6  ' 
Cloths— U.iion,  54  i!«  S*  inqt.es  ........ 

rtl».ik«m— Snatlel  and  Green,  1  to  3i» 
per  11'   


.  f.0 
2,20 

2  80 

pan 
$0.27 
0.30 

o  25 
o.30 

0,14 

0  15 
0.60 
n.49 

o  45 


in  1.924 
to  2.621. 
to  3  05 


0.45 
0.33 


I II  0.30 
III  0.25 

In  ID1 

lo  0.50 
to  o.*5 
I  (I  0.70 


S7i 


a  week  ago. 
news  f.om  consnmeis  lo  warrant  a  continuance 
of  these  rates;  but  Japanese  holders  are  very 
strong  and  it  will  require  a  considerable  length 
of  inactivity  to  make  them  reduce  their  prices 
,0  any  extent.  There  is  no  doubt  thai  there  is 
plenty  of  'ilk  in  the  count. y,  .eeled  or  un.eeled, 
still  income  forward;  and  unless  consumption  im- 
proves, we  do  not  see  how  the  present  .ales  can  be 
further  advanced,  even  if  they  can  be  maintained 
at  the  present  level. 

Arrivals  come  in  to  a  fair  extent  and  the  stock* 
shows  an  increase  of  400  piculs  on  the  week. 

Exchange  steadily  advanced  for  several  days, 
but  Closes  slightly  below  the  highest  point  touched. 

There  has  only  been  one  flipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer 
Ancona,  which  sailed  on  the  7lh  instant,  taking 
-,01  bales  for  Europe.  The  p,  esent  expo.t  ngu.es 
a.e  26,576  piculs  against  37,235  piculs  last  year  and 
12  440  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 
'5  'fjanks.— Nothing  doing  ;  the  stock  and  assort- 
ment  a.e  such  as  do  not  inte.est  purchasers. 

Filatures.— Again  the  chief  business  has  been 
in  this  class  and  mode.ale  purchases  have  been 
made  from  day  to-day  at  on.  quotations.  In  lull 
sizes  we  note  good  Shinshu  at  $800  ;  with  Rok- 
Wiaat$8io;  Onosha,  $780 ;  Shunmeisha,  $760. 
I„  fine  sizes,  medium  qualities  have  been  done  at 
from  $760  to$740,  acco,  ding  to  province  and  giade 
Re  reels—  One  pa. eel  of  Three  Girls  noted  al 
$780-  Five  Girl  chop  is  held  fo.  $750  and  Tortoise 
is  said  to  have  brought  $740.  Lower  grades  have 
been  done  at  aboul  $700. 

Kakeda—  There  have  been  some  arrivals,  and 
the  slock  has  increased  considerably,  still  several 
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DlircllMsea  have  been  made  al  full  late*;  Dai  lima, 
$750;  Musume  i,  Oxhead  1  and  sinnl.ti  grading 
at  $705. 

In  Other  soils,  liollllng  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 
llmiUs—  No   >\   — 

I  I  a  II Ic S — Nl>  ,  l  I  Slllll-.ll  II  )    mm 

flank! — No.  2  1  Icislni )    — 

llanhi— No.  j)  (Sliiualiti).   — 

I  taiiUt—  No.  ij  ( Josiui )   — 

1 1 anlcs — No.  ai  in  ^    — 

I I  mills — No.  j    _ 

llnnlis— No.  il   

Kilul  111  es — Kxlm  10/13  ilenieis  }S.|0  to 

i'ilatines — l£xtia  13/15  deniers    Nom.  — 

Filalmes — No.  I,  10/lJ  ileniein    810  to 

I'ilatines — No.  I,  13/15,  l^/ifi  .Ion   800  to 

Filatures— No.       10/14  deniers    ..  770  to 

filalm  es — No .  i{,  I  J/ 1  A,  14/17  if  en   700  to 

1  o'  1 5  daniera    740  to 

I  j/ 18  denial s    740  to 

I I  in  lieuiei  s    700  to 


Kilaltues— No 
Ki  I  a  1  <•■  es — No.  2 
I'ilatines — No.  3 
Re-ieels — Kxtm 
Ke-ieels — (Oslill 
Ke-ieels — tlo.  1, 
tfe-ieels— No.  1  j 
De-ieela — No.  2, 
Ue-ieels — No 
Re-reels — No 


lies!  No.  I    740  to 

3'<S.  '  t''rt  ilen ie is   730  to 

1  1  10,  14/17  'leoleis   710  to 

4i  18  Heniers   080  to 

at,  14/18  ilcnieis    060  to 

.1,  1  |/ao  .leiiiei s    640  to 


KaUedas — Extra   Nom 

KaUedas —  No.  1    730  to 

KaUedas — No.  14    700  to 

KaUedas — No.  t   670  to 

i<aicedas — No.    650  to 

Kakedas — No.  3    630  to 

KaUedas — No.  34     

KaUedas — No.  4     

Qslm  Sendai— Nu.  »i  ...,\  — 

riainatsiiici — No.  1,  2    Nom.   

llainatsimi — -No.  3,  t    Nom. 

Sllllai  No  .    J  4      .    mmt 


85 

820 
8lO 
78, 
770 

75" 
750 
710 

750 
740 
720 
690 
670 
650 

740 
710 
680 
660 
640 


xttm  1  Haw  Silk  Tallies  to  I2tli  Jan.,  1  8g4. 


■s  ...  11 1.   1  Sg3- 1  8o..| . 

189J.93. 

1891.9a. 

R  1 1  1  •  . 

11 . 1  !• . 

IJAI  *■. 

e.».«t*  

  '5.592 

'3,475 

".073 

!\  ni^i  icii 

  '0,245 

23,092 

20,6l0 

loial   

>  Males  25,837 

36,567 

3',683 

!  ricuU  26,576 

37.235 

32,449 

1 1 1  e  men  (  fe  hiiJ 

Diiect  )  ,u:""- 

38,500 

33.850 

K.xnorl  fiom  1st  Inly    J  29,31,0 

Stock,  12th  Jan 

6,900 

15,500 

A«ailalilemi|,|i|jestodatc  43,500 

45,40o 

49-350 

WASTE  SILK 
There  lias  been  some  revival  in  the  demand,  and 
seulemenis  foe  Hie  week  aie  1,045  piculs,  divided 
tlnis  :— Noshi,  493  piculs;  Kibiso,  447  piculs; 
Boseki-viata,  105  piculs.  No  diiect  shipments  this 
week. 

There  seems  a  more  general  demand,  and  in 
addition  to  the  above  settlements  considerable 
purchases  are  being  negotiated,  especially  in  Noshi 
and  Kibiso  of  the  better  grades.  Quotations  are 
unchanged  since  our  last  issue,  but  the  increased 
exchange  enhances  the  lay  down  cost  by  about  two 
per  cent. 

Arrivals  continue  on  a  fair  scale  and  the  stock 
is  well  maintained,  although  the  native  spinners 
from  lime  to  time  lake  off  some  of  the  luwei  giades 
of  Kibiso  and  Sundries. 

Ihe  English  mail  sleamei  Ancona  took  63  hales 
foi  Em  ope,  and  the  Benvenue  has  some  Cocoons  for 
liie  New  Yoik  trade,  pailicnlars  of  which  will  be 
given  inoui  next.  The  piesenl  export  figuies  aie 
14,064  piculs  against  25,384  piculs  last  year  and 
'9295  piculs  al  the  same  dale  in  1892. 

Pierced  Cocoons. — Nothing  doing,  stock  being 
ton  prrtn  f.rri  expm  I. 

Noshi. — Considerable  enquiiy  at  last  week's 
lales,  and  the  following  pi  ices  have  hem  paid; 
Oshu,  good,  $140;  Filature,  ordinary,  $125  ;  57z/'»; 
situ,  good.  $95;  Joshu,  $70  In  $76,  tin  fall  In 
medium  stock.  Ordinal y  Joshn  has  been  done  at 
$65 

Kibiso. — Ci.nsidei  able  purchases  of  Filatures. 
pnci-s  ranging  flam  $91)  lo  $100  foi  good  seconds, 
with  %\  15  ftn  (jest  N...  1. 

Sundries.— lUe  only  sale  has  been  a  laige  paicel 
of  Boseki  w.ita  at  $23^. 

1  CITATIONS. 

fleiceil  (.'iico.iiia  —  (lOOil  lo  Uest    

Noshi-it,*—  Filature.  Ilest.   $.45  to  150 

'35  to  140 


Kihilu — llaclioji,  (iood    35  to  3 

KlllitO — llaclioji,  Medium  In  l.vtO   25  to  20 

Kibiao—Ncri,  Good  to  Common    — 

VI .1  iv mi  n  —  Good  I n  Heat   _ 

Kxiim  I   I'al.le  Waste  Silk  I. 

inn  1  «•) j  >o< 


isle  Mill 

1  r'r.1  ( .oeirnnn 


io.Soo 
3.'95 

14,064 


> c 1 1 le me ni a  and  Diiect  \ 
I'.xporC  fro  in  1st  1 11 1  y  ) 

- r «»«- Je .  12th  Jan    19,200 


•7,3°o 


1  3 ill  Jan. 

l«94; 

iS'-'ij. 

1  Hrj  1 .92  . 

1*  r  i :  11 1.  a  • 
22,fig4 

I»  1  c  11  f  t , 
17,269 

2,6yo 

3,026 

25,384 

'9.295 

32,100 

flit  IILIi 
24,000 

8, 100 

1  2,000 

40,200 

36,000 

•V  vailalile  supplies  1 0  date  36,500 

Exchange  has  risen   steadily  dining  the  week 
but  closes  at  a  point  lower  than  the  lop  notch  : 
I.onuon,  jin/s.  Credits,  2/4^;  Documents,  2/4^; 
6m/s.  Ci edits,  2/4!.     Nkw   York,  3od/s.  U.S. 
$56£ ;  4111/s.  U.S.  S57A.     Paris,  or  Lyons,  4m 
fcs.  2.95;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.97. 

Rsiimateii  Silk  Stock,  I2lh  Jan 

til,  >  i  C  ti  i.a 

Hanks    80 

Filatures    8,000 


Ke-reeis   4i330 

<akeda    >>70o 

Osnu    45 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  45 


1 Sy4  ;  - 

Willi.  PIC0LI. 

Cocoons   300 

Noshi-ito    9,100 

Kibiso    9,230 

Mawata   130 


Sundries 


440 


Total  piculs   14,200        Votal  piculs   19,200 

TEA . 

Buyeis  show  rather  more  inclination  to  operate, 
but  t>  ansactions  have  been  few  and  small.  No 
change  to  make  in  quotations. 

■IK  C  It  I 

Common  .,   J,2  t0  ,3 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium    1 7  to 

Good  Medium    ,g  to  20 

Fine   22  to  23 

Finest   "j 

Choice   I  Nominal 

Choicest  ) 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  rose  day  by  day,  and  is  fairly  firm  at 
quotations,  though  these  are  a  point  below  the 
highest  figure  of  the  week. 

Sleiliii'g  —  Haul.  Hills  tin  demand      23$ 

Sterling — Bank  4  months' sight    .,    2/3I 

Sterling — Piivale  4  months'  sigl.i   2/4 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/4$ 

On  Paris — Bank  sight     2.86 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2  94  J 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    |  °/p  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    71 

On  Shanghai — Private  to  days'  sight    73 

On  America — Bank  Bills  on  demand    54$ 

On  America — Pi  ivate  30  days'  sigh  t    56 

On  America — Pi  ivate  4  months'  sight    57 

On  India— Bank  sight    Nominal, 

Sil'"r    31I 


Noshi-ito — Kilatuie, 
Moshi-ilo — I'"ilatni 
Noshi-ito— Oshu,  (; 
Noshi-ito — Shinsh 
Noshi-ito —  Shinshii, 
Noshi-ito— Shinshn, 
Noshi-ito— Bushu,  t; 


IJOOll 

Mediiu 

nod  lo  Ileal    13^  to  145 

Best  . 
tjoud  ., 
Mediui 

iood  to  Bent   1  20  to  1  V 

Noshi-ito— loshir.  Best 
Good 
<  hdinary 


1 25  to  1 30 


100  10  105 
90  to  95 

8..  to  a<j 


Noshi-ito—  J  i)  s  li  11 , 
Noshi-ito — joshu. 


K'iliisn  —  Kilatuie,  Best  selected    I 


85  to 
75  to 
65  to 


(iluao— Kih 
Kibiso —  Osliii,  ft'i 
!<ilnso— Shinshn, 
K  ihisc. — Shinsh  11 . 


Sec. 
oil  to 
Best 
Sei 


10  lo 
95  t 
70  to 


K-jbiKO — |oshu,  (Jood  to  I'air   to 

Kibiso— Joshu,  Middling  to  Common   35  to 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United  I 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17c  ,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

MONEYJAND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

expnsi-r  of  nil  shami.  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  thb  Iouknal  for  In. 

vestiirs.  Specul  .tors,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up  to-dale 
Weekly  Kec  rd  of  all  Monetary,  I'r  ding,  and 
Business  Matteis.  B  inkers,  Manufacturers,  Mer 
ch*nts,  Storekeepers,  and  »  holesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

_  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique  or  syod  cate,  but  is 
absolutely  f i  ee.  independent,  and  h..riest.  ' 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping,   lr.u1iog,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com 
pan.es  are  fearlessly  and  imp  .rtially  criticised  in 
"  MOMEV  A  ND  I'  '  A  DE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjovsa  v-ry  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Gieat  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  Kng/ish  goo.  s 
are  sold  ;  and.  as  it-goe.  direct  into  the  hands  of\ 
the  wholesale  and  r  tail  buy.rs,  it.ffe.s  uun  ' 
advantages  10  adveitisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 

EDITION  is  published  on  i  he  Ust  Wednesd  .y  in 
each  month  and  is  forwarded  direct  lo  1  he  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondent  of  all  the  le.iding 
English  M-rch  .nts,  and  tttall-tbe  I  nge  Wholes.,  le 
Buyers  and  Slorekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
Cnina.  |apan, South  America ,  ami  other  counPiies 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


|A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

T^IIE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resoit  in  the 
1  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  la  admitted  hy  tbf 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  lo 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating! 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cu  istne  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  Urge  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  exttemelv  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

AJf  ISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,BIuff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

Februarv  1 8th ,  1892.  t.f. 


The  most  refined  ot  all  Perfumes.  Sweet 
as  the  Rose,  itself.    Imitated  the  world 
over,  but  equalled  by  none. 

ATKINSONS 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

is  now  universally  preferr  ed  to  the  German 
kinds.   It  is  more  fragrant,  more  lasting, 
and  very  niucb  more  refreshing.  L'se  none 
hut  Atkinson's,  which  is  tue  finest. 
Ot  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION  I  OpIj  gen  nine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  laoel  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
White  Rose, "  and  address  in  lull. 


January  13th,  1894. 


STEW  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 


■.u  i-iNirnriM's  PATEsr  machinery  (of 

^^J^^^<  superior  to  an,  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 

i.  W  .n.ie.ful  Economy  of  Fuel 

1    Mirst-class  Workmanship- 

1  SSSKbSbl.  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 
cupied. 

e.  Ouicuness  in  raising  steam. 

6    Ui^h  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

T^  S^.n  Wife  1  PadX  -jteamers,  and  Boats  in  I'rames 
£c *  £.  We  supply  sets  of  Mach.ne.y  sepa.atcly.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDOM  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

ItnrU  sizes   14  to  6  H.f.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  r/i^e 
SJVK  weight  for  weight,  of^ny .°^-|^; 
Awarded  first  Pr.ze  by  Royal  Agricultural  society  ring 

Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS'  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
^OO.OFFICEMJI.aUEENVlCTORIASTREET.E^C. 

May  7th,  1891-  — 

THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
0:  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is i  "  Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills 

co  «,.._  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 

_K.«inia  "  Vavs-"1  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
anes  in  Abyssinia,    says  and  ,  had  the  begt 

to  inform  the  ^alnr  that  i  advice  _  , 

"J^l'^m.  had  many  applicants/to  whom  I  served  out  a 
Bhort  t,«ne  J.  f „ „ . 21 ' s  P i  1  Is-  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
q"narP  as  pos  essing  unmistakable  purgative  properties  they 
create  ar I' Undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

^.rfain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
,ls»"rat'n  ft  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
I  n  disetes.  anf  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 
SkM„  f  T  roo.ER,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
Mr.  J-  I.  ,'?.°V_y  '  .0,.  eavs— "  1  had  with  me    Quantity  of 
in  China,  pub  ..hedm  the  peop!e.  nothin, 

H0T *Lli Pthe^ gratitude;  and.  in  conseqn,  re,  milk,  fowls 
™  and  hor« ?£d  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la^  a  tea, 
bUt?nA,fo£  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  ar  y  quantity  of  pea  s- 
aPnd  ^e  <ien?and  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock.  _-•„-_,„-, 
Sold  by  .11  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  t^e  throughout 
World.  - 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


AwiftOEQ  Cold  Medal  L  pool  Intern'i  Fxhi3Ition.  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 


RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"Pioneer"  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixtura 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright &Black  Plug  Cavendishj 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 

PRICE  LISTS  m_  APPLICATION. 

Hatablluhed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century 


ASK  FOR 


LIEBIC  COMPANY  S 

EXTRACT 


bears  jsaroii  Liebi 
:  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  ana  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  oh  Application  to  the 
Company. 


OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES, 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  LoojoMngland^ 

Sold  who^elale  hy  COCKING  I  Co.,  Yokohama.  Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 
June  14th,  1892. 

g§p«?l*'i5£l Tha  Physicians  Cure 
'  ^Nior  Gout,  Rheumatic 
a^^Gout  and  Gravel;  the 
S  }^"^  J  safest  and  most  gentle 
Itfedicine  for  Imants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


^fuaiversal1  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections 


N.B.   ASK  FOR 


Sold  Throughout  this  v\  aria. 
DINMEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  I,  1893- 


Tham  es  Electric  8^ 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH  "GLOW 

Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
and  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power-Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.   

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes 


WORM."  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in.  / 

Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  pnrticulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 
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BIRTH, 

On  the  17th  inst.,  at  No.  73,  Main  Street,  Mrs.  J. 
Feicke  of  a  Son. 

DEATHS. 

In  Shanghai,  January  nth,  1894,  John  Newsom, 
late  of  London,  England. 

At  the  General  Hospital,  Yokohama,  on  the  18th 
inst.,  Jose  Joaquim  Bastos  d\  Gama.  a  native  of 
Fife,  Portugal,  aged  46. 


5 UMMA RY  OF  NEWS. 


The  new  Governor  of  Saga  is  Mr.  Tanabe 
Teruzane. 

The  general  elections  will  probably  take  place 
about  the  5th  March. 

H.I.M.  the  Empress-Dowager  will  shortly  visit 
Hayatna,  Kamakura. 

Mr.  Shimada  Saburo,  ex-Ka/shin-to  M.P.  for 
Yokohama,  feels  confident  of  his  re-election. 

A  stevedore's  coolie  was  drowned  in  the  Bay  on 
Wednesday,  while  engaged  in  lighterage  work. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  Ch  ina  Town,  Yokoh  am  a,  on 
Monday  morning,  and  three  houses  were  gutted. 

The  election  of  half  the  members  of  the  Kana- 
gawa  Prefectural  Assembly  takes  place  on  the 
1st  prox. 

During  December  last  the  Kanagawa  Kencho 
issued  61  passports  for  foreigners  wishing  to 
visit  Hakone  and  Atami. 

The  house  of  a  villager  a  Tajima,  South  Doai 
District,  Fukushima  Prefecture,  was  crushed  in 


on  the  6th  inst.  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  snow- 
fall. The  man,  his  wife,  and  their  son  were 
buried  beneath  the  ruins. 

Count  Goto  is  reported  to  have  sent  in  his  re- 
signation of  the  portfolio  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce. 

The  One  Hundredth  National  Bank  has  declared 
a  dividend  of  14  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the 
past  half-year. 

The  Kanagawa  Local  authorities  have  pro- 
hibited the  dredging  of  shell-fish  and  seaweed 
from  the  Yokohama  breakwaters. 

The  storm  which  raged  over  Hokkaido  on 
Christmas  Eve  and  Christmas  Day,  was  one  of 
the  most  disastrons  of  recent  years. 

The  U.S.  S.  Lancaster,  under  orders  to  proceed 
to  the  United  States  via  the  Suez  Canal,  has  been 
flying  the  homeward  pennant  during  the  week. 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  in  consequence  of 
the  severe  competition  of  the  P.  &  O.  Company, 
have  reduced  their  freights  on  cotton  from 
Bombay. 

A  very  enjoyable  ball  was  given  at  the  the 
U.S.  Legation,  Tokyo,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Madame  Sienkiewicz  and  Mrs.  Herod  acting 
as  hostesses. 

H.I.M.  the  Empress  has  expressed  a  wish  to 
devote  two  thousand  yen  towards  the  expenses 
of  reconstructing  the  premises  of  the  Tokyo 
Poor  Asylum. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  warmth  of  the 
middle  hours  of  the  day,  skating  has  been  prac- 
tical on  the  Club  pond  during  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning. 

The  Japanese  in  Hawaii  are  said  to  be  steadily 
gaining  in  social  and  political  influence,  and  the 
goal  of  their  ambition,  the  franchise,  is  begin- 
ning to  loom  nearer. 

A  shizoku  of  Kochi  Prefecture  was  discovered 
dead,  with  a  pistol  wound  through  his  head,  near 
the  gate  of  the  Imperial  Palace,  Tokyo,  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 6th  inst. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  M.  Kirkwood  and  Mr.  Oka- 
mura  Teruhiko  are  to  proceed  to  England  on 
business  connected  with  the  Chishima-Ravenna 
appeal  case  before  the  Privy  Council. 

The  erection  of  the  new  French  Consular 
Buildings  on  the  plot  of  ground  facing  the 
Yato-bashi  will  not  commence  before  April, 
although  some  preliminary  work  has  begun. 

A  game  of  foot-ball  under  American  rules  was 
played  on  the  Cricket-ground  on  Tuesday,  the 
U.S.S.  Baltimore  challenging  the  Marion  and 
Lancaster.  The  former  team  won  by  16  points 
to  nil.  v 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Wilkinson,  of 
Shanghai,  as  Acting-Judge  of  H.B.M.'s  Court 
for  Japan,  has  been  confirmed.  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
who  was  Crown  Advocate  in  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Shanghai,  leaves  China  at  the  end  of  March 
or  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  Hiyei  Kan  will  start  on  a  cruise  to  the 
South  Sea  Islands  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
with  a  company  of  Naval  College  Graduates  on 
board.  The  Kongo  Kan  will  shortly  proceed 
on  a  cruise  to  South  American  waters. 

Fire  destroyed  sixty  houses  on  Enoshima  on 
Sunday.  It  arose  through  the  upsetting  of  a 
lamp.  The  male  occupant  of  the  house  was 
burnt  to  death  in  consequence  of  an  epileptic 


fit.  During  the  conflagration  a  fight  look  place 
between  firemen  from  Katase  and  some  from 
Koshigoye,  in  the  course  of  which  three  men 
were  killed  and  several  injured. 


A  fatal  accident,  involving  the  loss  of  five 
lives,  occurred  at  a  mine  in  Uguisuzawa,  Kuri- 
hara  District.  During  a  dispute,  a  box  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  metal  fell  from  the 
slings,  and  killed  the  men  who  were  standing  at 
the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 


The  Venerable  Archdeacon  Shaw  and  family 
are  leaving  Japan  this  week  for  a  holiday 
at  home.  The  British  community  in  Tokyo 
presented  the  Archdeacon  with  a  well-filled 
purse,  as  a  token  of  their  high  regard,  at  a  fare- 
well reception  given  at  the  British  Legation 
during  the  week. 

The  Earl  of  Kimberly  has  been  seriously  ill. 
The  Parish  Councils  Bill  has  passed  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  an  adjournment  took  place 
until  the  12th  of  February.  The  Coinage  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  has  reported  in  favour  of  the 
Bland  Bill  and  the  issue  of  silver  certificates 
upon  seignorage  bullion  in  the  Treasury  amount- 
ing to  fifty-five  million  dollars,  and  that  the 
bullion  be  rapidly  coined.  Lobengula  is  re- 
ported to  have  reached  the  Zambesi  with  two 
thousand  warriois.  Major  Wilson  and  his  party 
made  an  heroic  stand  before  being  annihilated 
by  the  Matabele.  Serious  conflicts  continue 
between  the  anarchists  and  the  troops  in  Italy, 
and  a  pitched  battle  has  been  fought  near 
Massa,  on  the  North  coast  of  Tuscany,  in  which 
many  persons  were  killed  and  wounded. 


The  improvement  reported  in  the  Import  trade 
in  our  last  issue  has  not  been  maintained,  in 
fact  has  come  to  a  somewhat  untimely  end,  due 
to  the  great  gap  existing  between  buyers  and 
sellers,  which,  from  present  appearances,  does 
not  promise  to  be  immediately  bridged.  There 
has  been,  consequently,  a  considerable  falling 
off  in  the  sales  of  Yarns,  Piece  goods,  and 
Woollens,  all  from  the  same  cause — the  inability 
of  dealers  to  come  to  terms.  The  Metal  market 
is  unchanged,  and  buyers  continue  to  hold  off, 
but  quotations  show  no  variation  from  those  of 
a  week  ago.  Only  a  small  business  has  been 
done  in  Kerosene,  and  holders  of  ail  kinds 
remain  firm,  though  buyers  predict  a  pending 
fall  in  prices  when  the  unusually  large  shipments 
of  floating  Oil  shall  have  been  handled  here. 
Business  in  Brown  Sugar  for  "  spot  "  has  not 
been  large,  but  this  is  rather  due  to  the  paucity 
of  stock  than  to  lack  of  demand,  and  conse- 
quentlybargainshave  again  been  struck  foi  cargo 
"  to  arrive.''  White  sorts  are  still  in  good  request 
at  late  rates,  and  have  been  moved  in  fairly  large 
parcels.  Including  a  small  direct  shipment  to 
bring  up  the  total,  only  500  piculsof  Silk  have  been 
taken  during  the  week,  and  as  arrivals  have  come 
in  freely  the  stock  is  again  increased.  Advices 
from  consuming  quarters  are  not  encouraging, 
and  notwithstanding  that  holders  are  willing  to 
make  slight  concessions  in  the  pi  ices  asked  a  week 
ago,  there  is  very  little  life  in  the  trade.  This 
condition  of  affairs  has  been  somewhat  atoned 
for  in  the  Waste  Silk  market,  and  a  great  spurt 
in  this  branch  has  ended  in  nearly  2,500  piculs 
being  weighed  up  during  the  week,  some  sorts 
at  late  rates  and  others  at  a  slight  advance,  the 
week's  business  having  so  far  exceeded  arrivals 
as  to  make  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
stock.  The  small  demand  previously  existing 
in  the  Tea  trade  has  subsided,  and  the  buyers 
of  leaf  are  not  now  in  the  market.  Exchange 
remained  steady  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
week,  but  at  the  close  rates  have  again  declined. 


66 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[Jan.  20,  1894. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


Rumours  about  probable  changes  in  the 
Cabinet  continue  to  be  circulated  by  the  metro- 
politan papers.     Mr.  Yosbikawa,  Minister  of 
Justice,  is  still  regarded  as  the  most  likely  suc- 
cessor to  Count  Goto  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the  latter's  resig- 
nation being  taken  for  granted  on  all  sides.  In 
the  event  of  Mr.  Yoshikawa's  transfer  to  the 
Noshomusho,  Viscount  Nomura  has  hitherto 
been  expected  to  receive  the  portfolio  of  Justice. 
But  it  is  now  rumoured  that  his  appointment 
is  extremely  doubtful,  strong  opposition  having 
arisen  against  his  entrance  into  the  Cabinet.  He 
is  a  Choshu  man,  and  his  acceptance  of  office 
will  give  too  much  preponderance  to  that  clan. 
Whether  owing  to  the  efforts  made  on  Viscount 
Nomura's  behalf,  rumour  states  that  the  Satsuma 
members  of  the  Ministry  have  threatened  to 
resign,  and  even  that  Counts  Kuroda  and  Saigo 
have  already  tendered  their  resignations.  In 
short,  somepaperspretend  to  fear  that  dissension 
is  imminent  between  the  Choshu  and  Satsuma 
clans.     In   order  to  conciliate    the  Satsuma 
statesmen,  those  of  Choshu  are  said  to  have  pro 
posed  Viscount  Tani,  a  Tosa  man,  for  the  port- 
folio of  Justice.    Other  journals  allege  that  Mr 
Mutsu  is  exerting  all  his  influence  to  have  Mi 
Nakajima,  now  Minister  to  Italy,  appointed 
Count  Goto's  successor.    There  seems  to  be 
not  the  slightest  foundation   for  the  rumour 
either  of  extensive  changes  in  the  Cabinet, 
or  of  a  dissension  between  the  Choshu  and 
Satsuma  clans.    Just  regrets  are  felt,  however, 
that  prompt  steps  are  not  taken  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  change  of  personnel  in  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  for 
the  delay  gives  Opposition  papers  an  occasion 
to  circulate  disquieting  rumours  about  the  sta- 
bility of  the  Cabinet  itself. 


to  adopt  a  strong  and  decisive  policy  towards 
the  Diet.    But  during  the  three  weeks  which 
have  passed  since  then,  the  Government  has  not 
taken  any  step  to  inform  the  nation  of  the 
reasons  why  the  Diet  was  dissolved.    The  Nichi 
Nichi  \s  aware  that  no  intelligent  observer  can 
fail  to  discover  those  reasons  for  himself,  and 
moreover,  it  does  not  agree  with  those  who  argue 
that  it  is  an  essential  principle  of  constitutional 
government  to  announce  the  reasons  of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Legislature.    Still  it  ill-becomes 
the  Cabinet  to  remain  silent  on  such  a  subject. 
Our  contemporary  hopes  that  the  Premier  wi" 
make  the  much  expected  announcement  at  the 
time  of  assembling  the  Local  Governors.  Then 
turning  to  the  question  of  Count  Goto's  resigna- 
tion, the  Nichi  Nichi  observes  that  it  is  now 
ten  days  since  his  intention  of  resigning  is  said 
to  have  been  intimated  to  the  Minister  President 
of  State.    Yet  the  Cabinet  seems  still  unable  to 
find  his  successor.    Our  contemporary  does  not 
think  that  the  present  is  a  good  opportunity  for 
Count  Goto  to  resign,  but  since  his  resignation 
is  inevitable,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Cabinet  to 
settle  the  matter  promptly.    The  manner  in 
which  the  present  Cabinet  was  organized  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Diet  was 
dissolved  last  December,  invest  the  Ministers 
with  a  grave  responsibility  for  the  proper  go 
vernment  of  the  country.    But  they  hesitate 
in  announcing  their  views  about  the  dissolution 
of  the  Diet  and  on  settling  the  question  of  a 
change  of  personnel  in  a  Ministerial  post.  They 
may  seek  to  excuse  themselves  on  the  plea  of 
increasing  age.     But  such  excuse  cannot  be 
entertained.    Moreover,  they  are  advised  to  look 
at  Mr.  Gladstone  of  England  and  the  Viceroy  Li 
of  China,  than  whom  they  are  younger  by  ten  to 
twenty  years. 


* 


of  public  opinion  should  bring  strong  moral 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  electors  and  the  can- 
didates, so  that  they  may  be  induced  to  give  up  the 
evil  practices  now  disgracing  Japanese  elections. 

* 

*  * 

The  papers  also  urge  upon  the  Cabinet  and 
the  local  authorities  the  importance  of  taking 
strong  and  impartial  measures  against  the  em- 
ployment of  illegal  means  for  securing  votes. 
It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  the  cry  for  per- 
fect neutrality  in  elections  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  is  taken  up  by  the  Chtt-o  Shimbuti, 
the  acknowledged  organ  of  a  party  which  is 
accused  of  owing  its  very  existence  to  energetic 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet  in  the 

general  elections  of  1892. 

* 

*  * 

Papers  devoted  to  the  cause  of  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  Treaties  are  now  less  enthusiastic 
than  formerly.    But  this  may  be  only  apparent, 
the  fire  may  be  burning  in  secret.    So  far,  how- 
ever, as  the  newspapers  are  concerned,  it  is  a 
fact  that  much  less  noise  is  now  made  on  this 
subject.    The  Niroku  Shimpo  is  discussing 
the  question  of  Treaty  Revision  in  a  long  series 
of  articles  not  yet  concluded.  The  Chu-o  attacks 
the  Government's  foreign  policy  as  being  weak 
and  unenterprising.    It  refers  to  the  foreign 
policy  pursued  by  the  Government  during  the 
past  twenty-six  years,  and  has  much  to  say- 
about  the  repeated  defeats  on  the  question  of 
Treaty  Revision,  about  the  exchange  of  Sagha- 
lien  for  Chishima,  about  the  inaction  of  the 
Government  at  the  time  of  the  occupation  of 
Port  Hamilton  by  England,  about  the  Govern- 
ment's policy  towards  Korea  and  China,  and  so 
for  th. 


*  * 


Apparent  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  evoked  censure  from  the  independent 
and  sober    section  of  the    press.    The  Jiji 
Shimpo,  for  instance,  finds  it  incomprehensible 
that  a  Cabinet  composed   of  the  ablest  clan 
statesmen  and  possessing  all  the  requirements 
of  a  strong  administration,  should  be  so  power 
less  to  avail  itself  of  its  advantageous  posi- 
tion.   What  it  wants  is  decision  and  firmness. 
With   resolution  it    could    accomplish  great 
things.    But  instead  of  utilizing  the  unique  ad- 
vantages it  possesses,  it  seems  to  be  repeating 
the  fatal  errors  committed  by  the  Ministers  of 
the  Shogunate  Government  in  the  last  days  of 
the  latter.    The  ostensible  ground  of  opposition 
against    the  Tokugawa   Government   was  the 
latter's  mistaken  foreign  policy,  but  reallythe 
object  of  the  Opposition  in  those  days  was  to 
overthrow  the  feudal  Government.    The  Bakufu 
Ministers,  with  the  exception  of  Ii  and  Ando, 
were  unable  to  perceive  this  fact,  and  every 
fresh  attempt  on  their  part  to  conciliate  the 
discontented  portion  of  the  nation  only  serv- 
ed to  hasten  the  downfall  of  the  Shogunate. 
Similarly,  the  members  of  the  present  Cabinet 
are  bent  upon  the  fatal  policy  of  humouring 
the  Opposition,  as  though  they  did  not  know 
that  the  latter's  true  object  is  not  to  effect  re- 
forms but  to  compass  the  fall  of  clan  Govern- 
ment.   Whatever  concession  the  Cabinet  may 
make  to  the  Opposition,  the  latter  will  nevei 
abate  its  attack  until  it  finds  itself  in  possession 
of  office.    Such  being  the  case,  those  now  in 
power  ought  to  give  up  their  ill-starred  policy 
of  conciliation  and  devote  their  energies  to  the 
conduct  of  the  administration  in  an  independent 
and  strong   manner.    From  past  experience, 
the  Jiji  does  not  believe  that  such  advice  will 
produce  any  effect  upon  the  present  Cabinet, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  constrained  to  raise  its 
voice  once  more  against  the  fatal  policy  now 
pursued. 


The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbuti  also  urges  the 
Cabinet  Ministers  to  be  more  prompt  and  de- 
cisive in  their  action.  From  the  manner  in 
which  the  House  of  Representatives  was  dis- 
solved at  the  end  of  last  year,  our  contemporary 
is  convinced  that  the  Government  is  resolved 


The  Ordinance  fixing  the  date  for  the  general 
elections  has  not  yet  been  issued,  and  the  Op- 
position papers  are  becoming  impatient  for  its 
promulgation.  They  urge  the  Cabinet  to  fix 
the  date  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  delay 
entails  much  more  expense  upon  the  candidates 
and  upon  the  people  in  general.  The  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbuti,  however,  thinks  that  the  next 
general  election  should  be  fixed  for  some  time 
in  the  first  half  of  April.  The  general  election 
of  1892  took  place  in  the  month  of  February 
and  in  the  northern  districts  difficulties  of 
locomotion  and  communication  caused  by  heavy 
snow  necessitated  the  expenditure  of  much 
money  which  would  have  been  saved  had 
the  election  taken  place  later.  The  heavy 
work  of  sericulture  does  not  commence  until 
after  April,  and  the  first  part  of  that  month 
is  therefore  considered  the  best  time  for 
the  elections.  As  to  the  complaint  that 
delay  in  fixing  the  date  entails  additional  ex- 
pense on  the  candidates  and  the  electors,  the 
Nichi  Nichi  observes  that  the  candidates  and 
the  electors  are  themselves  to  blame  if  they 
cannot  quietly  wait  for  the  day  of  election,  how- 
ever distant  it  be. 

* 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  continues  to  discuss  the  question 
how  to  correct  evil  practices  at  elections.  The 
increasing  prevalence  of  corrupt  methods,  says 
our  contemporary,  has  disgusted  not  a  few  poli- 
ticians of  distinction,  who  now  hesitate  to  offei 
themselves  as  candidates.  The  editor  of  the 
Kohkai,  Mr.  Suyehiro,  is  one  of  the  politi- 
cians. At  first  lie  meant  to  compete  in  a 
certain  election  district  in  Ehime,  but  on  heal- 
ing that  a  wealthy  inhabitant  of  the  locality 
had  also  offered  himself  as  a  candidate,  M 
Suyehiro  at  once  withdrew  from  the  competition, 
alleging  that  he  was  no  match  for  his  adversary 
in  power  to  bribe  electors.  Whether  he  was 
justified  or  not,  our  contemporary  declared  that, 
unless  the  elections  are  conducted  in  a  purer 
and  more  reasonable  manner,  it  will  be  1m 
possible  to  obtain  a  House  of  Representatives 
deserving  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  Im- 
perfections in  the  Law  of  Election  may  no  doubt 
account  in  some  respects  for  this  regrettable 
state  of  things,  but  for  the  purposes  of  the 
coming  election  it  is  futile  to  talk  of  amending 
that  Law.  What  is  of  more  urgent  necessity, 
in  the  Kokkai's  opinion,  is  that  the  leaders 


The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  indefatigable  in  pointing 
out  the  absurdities  of  the  doctrine  of  Strict  En- 
forcement. In  an  essay  just  published,  our 
contemporary  goes  at  great  length  into  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  present  treaties 
were  concluded,  and  points  out  that,  compared 
with  those  days,  the  foreign  intercourse  of  the 
country  has  made  remarkable  progress.  It 
spares  no  pains  to  assure  the  advocates  of  strict 
enforcement  that  the  only  result  of  the  course 
recommended  by  them  would  be  serious  dis- 
advantages to  Japan  herself. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


A  CK1TIC  OF  THE   ITO  CABINET. 

In  a  note  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  which  purports  to 
have  been  communicated,  a  certain  unnamed 
critic  detects  three  mistakes  recently  committed 
by  the  present  Cabinet.  He  makes  separate 
reference  to  the  introduction  by  the  Govern- 
ment last  session  of  a  Bill  for  the  re-assessment 
of  the  taxable  value  of  land,  and  avers  that  the 
policy  was  a  complete  failure.  Apart  from  this 
mistake,  the  Cabinet  is  said  to  have  been  be- 
uayed  into  three  errors.  The  first  was  its 
inconsistent  altitude  toward  the  Great  Japan 
Union  When  that  body  was  originally  or- 
ganized last  year,  the  Cabinet  did  not  seem  to 
lake  any  notice  of  the  event,  thus  showing  that 
il  attached  little  importance  to  the  agitation  for 
the  promotion  of  which  the  association  was 
formed  But  of  late  the  agitation  having  begun 
10  grow  in  power,  the  Cabinet  has  entirely 
changed  its  policy,  and  recently  it  even  ordered 
the  registration  or  dissolution  of  the  associa- 
tion itself.  The  critic's  complaint  is  evidently 
that  the  Government  was  not  sagacious  enough 
to  take  decisive  measures  about  the  Great 
Tapan  Union  from  the  moment  of  its  formation. 
The  second  blunder  with  which  he  charges  the 
Cabinet  is  that,  while  not  hesitating  to  make 
public  the  memorial  which  the  Minister  Presi- 
dent presented  to  the  Throne  on  the  subject  of 
official  discipline,— a  course  of  action  at  vari- 
ance with  the  past  practice  of  the  Government 
—  it  has  not  yet  taken  any  step  for  publishing 
its  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  Diet  The  third  and  the  last  mistake  attri- 
buted to  the  Cabinet  is  the  issue  of  instructions 
by  Count  Goto  to  the  officials  under  his  con- 
trol on  the  subject  of  official  discipline.  It 
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may  l>e  contended  thai  the  instruction  having 
been  issued  by  the  Minister  ol  Agriculture 
and  Commerce,  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole  has 
nothing  10  do  with  it.  But  our  critic  thinks 
otherwise,  and  argues  that  the  rest  of  the  Mini 
sters  must  equally  be  blamed  for  the  faulty  step 
taken  by  their  colleague.  But  he  entirely  fails 
to  explain  why  the  issue  of  the  instructions  in 
question  was  at  all  blameworthy. 

THIS  YOKOHAMA  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Thb  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  con- 
dition of  the  Yokohama  Harbour  Works  com- 
pleted its  labours  some  time  ago,  and  presented 
its  report  to  the  Authorities.  Pending  the  publi- 
cation of  the  report  in  the  Official  Gateile,  it  is  not 
possible  to  obtain  any  detailed  information  as 
to  its  contents,  but  a  sufficiently  accurate  general 
idea  may  be  deduced  from  the  resolve  taken 
by  the  Authorities  after  perusal  of  the  report. 
That  resolve,  as  staled  by  the  vernacular  press, 
is  that  the  construction  of  the  Works,  which  had 
been  suspended  for  some  time  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Committee's  investigation,  shall  be 
resumed  forthwith,  the  blocks  which  bad  suf- 
fered injury  being  replaced  by  new  ones,  and 
the  works,  for  the  test,  being  prosecuted  on  the 
old  lines.  The  newspapers  that  publish  this 
statement,  the  correctness  of  which  we  have 
ascertained  by  independent  inquiry,  add  certain 
details  with  respect  to  the  pier  and  the  railway 
subsidiary  to  the  break-waters,  but  inasmuch  as 
their  figures  were  long  ago  published  in  these 
columns,  we  see  no  occasion  to  reproduce  them 
now.  What  is  particularly  interesting,  however, 
is  the  fact  that  a  couple  of  months  are  expected 
to  suffice  for  the  completion  of  the  Works  :  their 
construction,  recommenced  early  in  February, 
will  be  brought  to  a  close,  according  to  present 
estimates,  in  April.  This  we  say  is  particularly 
interesting  because  of  its  bearing  on  the  hubbub 
that  was  raised  last  spring  about  the  condition 
of  the  Works.  Folks  who  claimed  the  honour 
of  having  been  the  first  to  bring  to  general 
notice  the  failure  of  some  of  the  cement  blocks, 
were  resolved  that  the  importance  of  their  intel' 
ligence  should  not  suffer,  and  we,  who  ventured 
to  suggest  that  only  an  insignificant  percentage 
of  the  blocks  had  suffered,  and  that  the  sen 
sational  aspect  imparted  to  the  affair  was  mis- 
leading, were  rudely  accused  of  burking  facts 
and  endeavouring  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public  from  interested  motives.  The  justice 
of  our  remonstrance  and  the  hyperbole  of  our 
critics  are  now  amply  demonstrated,  for  certainly 
if  the  damaged  blocks  can  be  replaced,  and  the 
Works  carried  to  completion  in  the  short  space 
of  two  months,  no  very  serious  difficulties  can 
have  interrupted  their  pi  ogress. 

» 

»  * 

It  will  be  curious  to  see  whether  the  Japanese 
Authorities  succeed  on  this  occasion  in  solving 
that  ancient  enigma,  the  enactment  and  enforce- 
ment of  harbour  regulations  acceptable  to  all 
the  nationalities  concerned.  No  one  imagines 
that  a  harbour  which  has  cost  more  than  a 
million  dollars  will  be  left  entirely  without  con- 
trol as  is  the  case  with  the  Yokohama  Harbour 
at  present.  Dues  will  have  to  be  paid  and  rules 
observed  for  the  preservation  of  the  harbour  and 
the  convenience  o.f  the  craft  using  it.  Various 
drafts  of  rules  for  these  purposes  have  been 
prepared  from  time  to  time  during  the  last  five- 
and-twenty  years  and  their  failure  to  reach  the 
operative  stage  is  one  of  the  most  farcical 
chapters  of  Japan's  modern  history.  An  emi- 
nent Japanese  statesman  is  credited  with  saying 
that  the  task  of  bringing  the  representatives  of 
all  the  Foreign  Powers  into  line  simultaneously 
vis-a-vis  any  question  might  best  be  compared 
to  the  dilemma  of  a  nurse  required  to  amuse 
seventeen  children  of  varying  ages  with  the  same 
toy.  We  do  not  venture  to  endorse  this  pretty 
conceit,  but  certainly  the  truth  of  it  was  so 
forcibly  brought  home  to  one  of  the  Japanese 
officials  charged  with  the  duty  of  getting  the 
harbour  regulations  endorsed,  that  he  finally 
threw  up  his  hands  in  despair  and  an- 
nounced himself  thenceforth  absolutely  indif- 
ferent whether  Yokohama  Harbour  remained 
an  anchorage  for  ships  or  became  a  site  for  a 
temple.    Negotiations  with  the  Foreign  Repre- 


sentatives are,  however,  very  different  nowa- 
days from  what  they  were  in  the  days  of  poor 
Mr.  Uyeno  Kagenori,  and  we  have  very  little 
doubt  that  a  satisfactory  understanding  will  have 
been  elaborated  before  the  new  harbour  becomes 
an  accomplished  fact. 

AN  EXTRAORDINARY  CANARD. 

An  American  journal  recently  published  a 
statement  that  certain  enterprising  individuals 
of  the  United  States  had  obtained  from  the 
Japanese  Government,  on  excellent  terms,  a 
charter  to  build  an  electric  railway  between 
Yokohama  and  Tokyo,  and  that  this  project  was 
likely  to  be  followed  by  many  others  of  a  simi- 
lar character  in  all  of  which  foreign  capital 
would  be  largely  engaged.  The  'name  of  Mr. 
Marshall  Law,  whose  letters  published  some 
years  ago  in  the  correspondence  columns  of  this 
journal  proclaimed  him  a  Christian  of  startl- 
ingly  stalwart  type,  was  mentioned  as  the  inter- 
mediary between  the  Japanese  Government  and 
the  American  capitalists  to  whom  the  conces- 
sion had  been  granted.  This  interesting  tale 
has  just  been  brought  to  our  notice  by  a  corre- 
spondent who  asks  for  information  as  to  its  truth 
or  falsehood.  We  might,  without  hesitation 
have  pronounced  the  whole  story  a  fran,k  in- 
vention since  the  incidents  which  its  describes 
could  not  possibly  have  occurred.  To  make 
assurance  doubly  sure,  however,  we  have  in- 
stituted inquiries  which  enable  us  to  state  that 
the  electric  railway,  the  concession,  and  the 
capitalists  are  all  mythical. 


TROUBLESOME  POLICE. 

The  police  in  Japan  sometimes  make  them- 
selves troublesome  to  thieves.    It  is  hard  that 
after  a  man  has  successfully  purloined  an  article 
of  value,  he  should  find  the  police  perpetually 
so  close  at  his  heels  as  to  be  unable  to  dispose 
of  it.    Especially  is  this  bard  when  the  scene 
of  the  exploit  happens  to  be  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  an  open  port,  where,  under  the  present 
extraterritorial  system,  receivers  of  stolen  goods 
enjoy  pleasant  immunity  from  restraint  of  every 
kind.    Some  years  ago,  the  late  Major-General 
Palmer,  when  passing  through  a  railway  wicket, 
had  his  watch  cut  from  the  chain  and  carried 
away  by  a  pickpocket.    The  thief  was  evidently 
a  well-equipped  rascal,  for  within  two  or  three 
days  he  managed   to  reduce  the  watch  to  a 
nugget  of  gold.    There  ought  surely  to  have 
been  little  difficulty  in  disposing  of  a  shapeless 
and  unidentifiable  mass  of  metal,  but  for  all 
that  the  pickpocket  could  not  convert  his  booty 
into  coin,  so  closely  did  the  police  stick  to  his 
heels.    Finally,  in  despair,  he    enclosed  the 
gold  and  the  dismembered   works  in  an  en- 
velope, and  dropped  the  parcel  into  a  pillar-post 
under  address  to  the  nearest  police-station,  so 
that  the  properly  was  finally  recovered,  though 
in  a  somewhat  dilapidated   form.    A  similar 
case  has  just  occurred  in  Tokyo.    A  barrister, 
accompanied  by  his  little  daughter,  was  making 
purchases  at  one  of  the  markets  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  when  his  gold  watch  was  extracted 
from  his  pocket.    Several  days  passed,  and  the 
barrister  had  probably  abandoned  all  hope  of 
getting  back  his  watch  when  the  police  came  to 
tell  him  that  it  had  reached  them  through  the 
parcels  post.    In  this  instance  the  pickpocket 
was  kind  enough  to  accompany  the  watch  with 
a  covering  letter,  in  which,  by  means  of  language 
curiously  illiterate,  he  explained  that  the  police 
had  made  things  too  hot  for  him,  and  that,  in  the 
interests  of  a  peaceful  mind,  he  restored  the 
watch,  which,  by  the  way,  he  described  as  kin- 
man,  a  term  apparently  used  for  kin-dokei 'in 
the  argot  of  Tokyo. 


approximately.  Ii  appears  that  of  this  latter 
total  more  than  62,000,000  have  already  been 
issued,  so  that  there  remain*  an  issuable 
margin  of  only  164,791  yen.  The  weekly  re- 
port of  the  Bank,  published  on  the  23rd  of 
December,  showed  that  it  had  still  an  issuing 
capacity  of  about  4,000,000,  and  the  fact  that 
this  has  now  been  reduced  to  the  insignificant 
sum  mentioned  above  is  attributed  to  the 
Bank's  laudable  desiie  to  relieve  the  tightness 
of  the  money-market  at  the  fall  of  the  year  and 
to  respond  to  the  applications  made  by  many 
other  banks  for  pecuniary  accommodation.  But 
however  satisfactorily  the  result  may  be  ex- 
plained, some  uneasiness  is  felt  in  economical 
and  mercantile  quarters  in  view  of  the  Bank's 
very  slender  competence  at  present.  Of  course 
the  Bank  can  always  recover  a  portion  of  the 
notes  already  in  circulation  by  raising  its  rate 
of  interest,  but  it  naturally  shrinks  from  a  step 
of  that  nature.  The  regulations  provide  an 
alternative,  however,  since  they  authorize  the 
Bank  to  issue  notes  over  and  above  the  limit  of 
85,000,000  yen,  provided  that  it  pays  a  tax  of 
5  per  cent,  upon  the  excess.  This,  too,  is  a 
course  open  to  obvious  objections,  and  the 
newspapers  are  very  anxious  to  know  what  the 
Bank  intends  to  do  under  the  circumstances. 


THE  BANK  OF  JAPAN'S  NOTE  ISSUING  POWER. 

The  present  position  of  the  Bank  of  Japan 
with  regard  to  the  issue  of  notes  is  comment- 
ed on  by  several  vernacular  newspapers.  The 
Bank  is  competent  by  law  to  issue  a  total 
of  85,000.000 yen  of  convertible  notes  on  security 
approved  by  the  Finance  Department.  Treasury 
notes,  of  which  there  are  already  about  22.000,000 
in  circulation,  form  part  of  the  above  maximum, 
so  that  in  effect  the  Bank's  power  to  issue 
convertible  notes  is  reduced  to  63,000,000  yen 


INDIGENOUS  AND   IMPORTED  BEANS. 

The  question  of  home-grown  versus  foreign 
beans  has  been  receiving  attention  from  the 
officials  of  the  much-abused  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce.  Some  time  ago 
they  addressed  to  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
in  Osaka,  Kobe,  and  Shimonoseki  aset  of  queries 
framed  with  the  object  of  eliciting  information 
on  four  points,  namely,  first  the  cause  or  causes 
of  the  increased  import  of  beans  from  China 
and  Korea;  secondly  the  principal  destinations 
of  the  beans  and  the  quantities  consumed  at 
each  place  ;  thirdly  the  uses  to  which  the  im- 
ported beans  are  applied  and  their  merits  in 
respect  of  quality  and  price  as  compared  with 
home-grown  beans;  and  fourthly  the  general 
prospects  of  foreign  beans.  Replies  having 
been  received  from  the  Chambers,  were  collated 
in  the  Department  and  published  in  the  Official 
Gazelle.  We  epitomize  the  results.  With  re- 
gard to  the  first  point,  namely  increased  import, 
the  chief  reason  assigned  is  the  greater  cheap- 
ness of  the  foreign  bean.  It  appears  that  in 
point  of  quality  there  is  no  special  difference 
between  the  domestic  and  the  foreign  article,  or 
at  any  rate  no  difference  sufficient  to  interfere 
with  the  adaptability  of  the  latter  to  all  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  employed  in  Japan. 
Another  factor  mentioned  by  the  Chambers  is 
that  whereas  the  demand  for  beans  has  greatly 
increased  in  Japan,  no  corresponding  develop- 
ment of  home-production  has  taken  place. 
As  to  the  destinations  of  the  imported  beans, 
that  of  course  depends,  to  some  extent,  on 
their  provenance,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  dis- 
tricts of  largest  demand  are  Osaka,  Owari, 
Tokyo,  Bingo,  and  their  neighbourhoods! 
Coming  to  the  uses  of  the  imported  beans,  the 
three  Chambers  agree  that  the  Korean  bean  is 
used  principally  for  manufacturing  toftt,  miso, 
and  soy,  the  worst  variety  being  employed  for 
manuring  purposes,  which  last  is  the  chief  iole 
played"  by  the  Chinese  product.  In  quality  and 
price  the  Japanese  beans  stand  first,  the  Korean 
second,  and  the  Chinese,  third.  The  quotations 
in  the  Osaka  market  for  the  past  two  years  were 
as  follow : — 

„  Per  Koku. 

I092    Japanese  beans    4.93  yen 

1893    Japanese  beans    5.50  yeH 

1892    Koiean  beans   4  tjg  yen 

'893    Korean  beans   5  OQ  ysn 

1892    Chinese  beans   4  17  yeH 

1893    Chinese  beans   4,70  yen 

As  to  the  prospects  of  the  import  trade,  the  three 
Chambers  are  agreed  in  prophesying  steady  in- 
crease. One  of  the  reasons  they  assign  for 
the  growing  demand  in  Japan  is  that  the  farmers 
of  this  country  find  it  economical  to  substitute 
beans  for  fish  as  a  fertilizer,  the  greater  efficiency 
of  the  latter  being  more  than  compensated  by 
the  relative  cheapness  of  the  former.  These 
conditions  are  not  expected  to  change  speedily, 
for  in  Japan  the  bean  is  only  a  subsidiary  crop' 


its  cultivation  being  comparatively  unprofitable. 
The  farmers  of  the  northern  and  north  eastern 
districtsof  the  main  island,  who  formerly  devoted 
much  attention  to  bean-planting,  now  find  it 
better  to  cultivate  the  mulberry  or  the  tea-plant. 
As  to  the  places  whence  the  foreign  bean  is 
obtained,  it  is  observed  that  China,  especially 
the  regions  about  Newchwang,  have  begun  to 
supply  the  market  more  largely  than  Korea, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Chinese  har- 
vests have  of  late  years  been  more  plentiful  than 
the  Korean,  but  also  because  keen  competition 
amongst  Japanese  buyers  in  Korea  has  had  the 
effect  of  raising  the  price  there. 


EXTORTING  CONFESSION. 

Some  time  during  the  middle  of  last  month,  says 
our  Shanghai  morning  contemporary,  a  number 
of  robbers  visited  the  premises  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  priests  at  Kahding,  and  succeeded  in 
making  away  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
money.    Notice  having  been  sent  to  the  city 
from  Kahding  requesting  the  assistance  of  the 
Shanghai  mandarins,  the  latter   succeeded  in 
arresting  on  suspicion  a  man  at  Anding  who 
was    eventually     brought   in.     On  Tuesday 
night   (Jan.  2nd)  Mr.  Huang    examined  the 
prisoner,  who  confessed,  after  various  tortures 
such  as  chain-kneeling,  bar-stretching,  etc.,  that 
he  and  twenty  others  visited  the  Kahding  Roman 
Catholic  compound,  about  twenty  days  ago  ; 
half  of  them  went  in  while  the  other  half  siood 
outside  to  keep  off  intruders.    They  were  only 
armed  with  iron  bars,  and  took  away  four  pack- 
kages  of  dollars  from  the  place.  The  two  leaders 
of  the  band  took  a  package  each,  while  the  other 
two  were  divided  amongst  the  rest.    The  pri- 
soner's shaie  was  ten  dollars  only.  The  prisoner 
also  gave  information  as  to  who  were  the  men 
who  robbed  the  place  at  Hungjao,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  this,  stating  that  the  leader  of  the 
band  was  the  head  fisherman  in  that  vicinity. 
As  for  his  own  band,  besides  the  Kahding 
robbery,  they  had  been  concerned  since  then 
in  three  others. 
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originally  a  petty  school-teacher,  had  managed, 
in  die  course  of  five  or  six  years,  to  become 
rich  enough  to  be  classed  as  an  income-tax 
payer.    Meanwhile,  the  crowd  outside  found 
waiting  cold  work,  and   one  of  their  number 
discharged    a    pistol    into  the    house.  The 
shot  did  not  injure  anyone,  and  the  man  was 
quickly  arrested,  but  this  episode  served  only 
as  a    temporary    diversion.     Very   soon  the 
open-air  audience    seem   to   have  concluded 
that  the  time  had  come  for  the  steward  to  con- 
fess his  iniquities,  and  that  his  unpardonable 
obstinacy    in  declining  to   do  so   called  for 
some  definite  expression  of  resentment.  Ac- 
cordingly, despite  the  strenuous  exertions  of 
the  police,  showers  of  stones  and  broken  tiles 
began  to  fall  upon  the  house,  and  affairs  might 
have  grown  more  serious  had  not  the  Com- 
mittee emerged  and  confessed  that  Mr.  Koinai 
had  been  rather  too  much  for  them,  and  that 
they  intended  to  institute  more  accurate  in 
quiries   before   proceeding  further.     In  pur 
suance  of  that  intention  they  have  opened  an 
office  and  organized  an  association  the  mem- 
bers of  which  are  pledged  to  achieve  their  pur- 
pose.   Doubtless  they  believe  in  the  justice  of 
their  cause,  but  thus  far  they  have  not  establish 
ed  any  title  to  public  credence 


ANOTHER  SCANDAL   IN  A   NOBLEMAN  S 
HOUSEHOLD. 

The  household  affairs  of  another  peer  have  been 
brought    into   unpleasant    prominence  The 
central  figures  on  this  occasion  are  Viscount 
Uyemura,"  formerly  Daimyo  of    Takatori,  in 
Yamato,  and  Mr.  Koinai,  his  principal  steward, 
who  is  suspected  of  peculation  and  of  treating 
his  master  unjustly.     Prominent  among  those 
that  prefer  the  charge  is  Mr.  Tanahashi  Yojo, 
son  of  a  former  councillor  of  the  fief,  who  im- 
parted his  suspicious  to  some  forty  ex-retainers 
of  the  Viscount.     Among  them   a  Buddhist 
priest  showed  himself  especially  zealous.  This 
group  of  men  applied  themselves  to  unravel  the 
wickedness  of  the  steward.     They  took  the 
name  of  Seigi-ha,  or  the  "  Upright  Section 
Having  carried  their  investigations  far  enough 
to  satisfy  themselves,  they  organized  a  lecture 
meeting  on  the  7th  instant  in  the  town  of  Takatori, 
and  there,  to  an  audience  of  some  four  hundred, 
Mr  Tanahashi  and  his  coadjutors  described  in 
highly  coloured  terms  the  facts  they  had  elicited 
against  the  Chief  Steward.    Great  excitement 
prevailed.    The  speakers  were  applauded  voci- 
ferously from  point  to  point,  and  all  their  allega- 
tions to  the  Steward's  discredit  elicited  vehement 
expressions  of  indignation.  A  committee  of  three 
was  hastily  elected,  with  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  house  of  the  Steward  and 
interrogate  him.    It  happened   that  Viscount 
Uyemura  was  then  sojourning  at  his  old  farm  y 
seat  in  Takatori,  so  that  his  steward  could  easily 
be  rou»d     At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
Committee  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  accused 
Simultaneously  a  great  part  of  the  audience 
transferred  themselves  from  the  lecture  hall  to 
the  same  place,  for  the  purpose,  ihey  alleged, 
of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
Mr  Komai's  house  thus  became  the  scene  of 
an  ugly  demonstration.    He  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  at  all  disconcerted,  however.  To 
the  shower  of  questions  poured  upon  him  by 
the  Committee,  he  gave  ready  and  satisfactory 
replies,  though  one  of  the  questions  was  the 
very  pertinent  and  impertinent  query  how  he, 


THE   POLITICAL  SITUATION  IN  AUSTRIA 

Speaking  of  the  recent    Cabinet  changes  in 
Austria,  the  Schlesische  Zeitung,  in  a  leader, 
from  which  we  reproduce  the  following,  gives 
an   interesting  account  of   the  circumstances 
which  lead   to  the  recent  Cabinet  crisis.  In 
treating  this  subject,  says  the  Zeilung,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Germans  of  Austria  are  a 
most  important  factor  in  the  political  make-up 
of  that  empire.    In  Cisleithian  Austria,  with 
over  21  millions  of  inhabitants,  there  are  no 
less  than  8  million  Germans,  which  is  equal  to 
nearly  37  per  cent,  of  the  whole.    Over  against 
these,   there   are    in  Austria  over   5  million 
Czechs,  3  million  Poles,  and  equally  as  many 
Ruthens,  one  and  a  quarter  million  of  Slavens, 
and  nearly  600,000  Serbo-Croalians  and  about 
as  many  Italians,  besides  the  200,000  Rou- 
manians, Magyars,  &c.  In  Cisleithia,  the  Slavo- 
nians are   about  one  and   one  half  times  as 
strong  as  the  Germans.    But  among  the  former 
there  are  again  acute  race-divisions,  besides 
various  religious,  political,  and  other  conflict- 
ing  elements.    Thus  we  find  that  the  Poles 
stand   gruff   and   unfriendly  against  the  Ru- 
thens, while  their  attitude  toward  the  Czechs 
is   negative.    In   addition    to    this    we  must 
note  the  fact  that  in  civilization  and  in  gene- 
ral  intelligence  the   Germans  are  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  Slavonians.    Every  German  in 
Austria,  as  a  rule,  can  read  and  write,  while  the 
number  of  illiterate  among  the  other  races,  es- 
peciallyamongtheRuthens,  Poles, and  theSoulh- 
Slavens  in  unusually  great.    It  is  therefore  but 
natural  that  the  Germans,  as  the  more  intelligent 
race,    and  to   which   the   Hapsburg  Dynasty 
belongs,  should  occupy  a  leading  position  in  the 
affairs  of  State.    After  the  catastrophe  of  1866, 
which  necessitated   the  dualistic  form  of  the 
Hapsburg  Monarchy,  and  up  to  the  Taaffe  era, 
the  Germans  in  fact  did  predominate,  and  were 
in  every  sense  the  "leading  power  in   the  Cis- 
leithian half  of  the  empire,  just  as  the  Magyars 
were,  and  still  are,  in  the  Transleithian  half.  Up 
to  within  the  last  14  years  the  German  Consti- 
tutional  party    was  the   Government   part  of 
Austria.    This  party  (Die  Vet  fassungspartei) , 
usually  had  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  the 
Reichsrath.      The  causes  which  brought  the 
"  liberal  era"  to  a  close,  may  here  be  briefly 
stated.    In  the  first  place  this  party  failed  to 
retain  its  moral  association.    During  the  period 
of  "  commercial  development"  the  leaders  of  the 
party,  with  whom  the  Jewish  capitalists  made 
cause,   took  an   active   part   in   the  so-called 
"dance  around  the  golden  calf."    The  oppo- 
nents merely  called  them  "  the  advisory  party  of 
the  Administration."     Suffice  it  to  refer  here 
only  to  the  "  tippling  theory"  of  the  then  Minister 
Giskra.    To  this  came  the  so-called  "  negation 
policy,"  which  this  party  maintained  when  the  oc- 
cupation question  was  on  the  tapis.  At  the  Ber- 
lin Conference  Austro-Hungaria  received  the 


mandate  to  occupy  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina.  The 
German  Constitutional  party  thereupon  refused 
to  vote  the  supply  necessary  for  the  work  of  oc- 
cupation.  They  claimed  that  it  would  endanger 
the  status  quo  of  the  empire.    Herr  Herbst,  the 
leader  of  the  German  party,  opposed  all  med- 
dling with  international  affairs"  on  the  part  of 
Austro-Hungaria,  and  declared  it  a  "punish- 
able luxury."    The  Auersperg  cabinet,  which 
favoured  occupation,  adhered  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  general  interests  of  the  Empire,  was 
thus   forsaken   by  its  own  party.    For  a  time 
the  machinery   of   the  Government  was  at  a 
standstill,  and  the  Auersperg  cabinet  was  finally 
obliged  to  resign.    The  Emperor  then  invited 
Herr  Herbst  and  other  leaders  of  his  party  to 
form  a  new  cabinet.     They,  however,  stoutly 
declined  to  approve  the  occupation  policy  and 
thus  necessary  failed.    Thereupon  the  Emperor 
invited  Count  Taaffe,  with  whom  he  was  on 
intimate  terms,  to  undertake  the  task  of  forming 
a  cabinet.    Taaffe  had  sided  with  the  German 
Liberals  and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  cabinet.    He  now  endeavoured 
to  remain    in  touch   with   the  German  party, 
which  had  meanwhile  changed  its  name  from 
"Constitutional"  to  "Liberal."     This  party, 
however,  did  not  favour  Count   Taaffe,  and 
made  what  the  Emperor  termed  "factious  op- 
position." This  necessitated  Count  Taaffe 's  look- 
ing to  those  for  support  who  were  opposed  to  the 
German  Liberal  party,  and  only  at  the  latler's 
expense,  from  "  case  to  case,"    (von  fall  zu 
fall),  could  he  procure  this  support.    The  na- 
tural consequence  was  that  this  once  great  Ger- 
man party  was  gradually  reduced  in  number, 
as  well  as  influence,  until  it  finally  constituted 
merely  a  sort  of  a  rear-guard  among  the  minority 
in  the  Reichsrath.    For  14  years  Count  Taaffe 
succeeded,  with  his  curious  policy  of  "  recon- 
ciliation," to  steer  the  ship  of  State  between  many 
dangerous  breakers,  to  the  right  and  left  of  him. 
But  at  last  he  too  had  to  sucumb  and  make  room 
for  another.    The   German   Liberals  are  dis- 
posed to  regard  the    change  of  cabinets  as  a 
victory  for  their  party,  although  no  one  would 
venture  to  predict  a  long  life  for  the  Windisch- 
graetz  cabinet. 


THE  TRADE  OF  THE  TIME. 

It  has  be<m  laid  down  as  an  indisputable  action 
by  political  economists  that  a  large  influx  of 
the  precious  metals  into  a  country  is  not  at 
all  an  evidence  or  a  reason  of  prosperity  ;  that 
a  nation  is  only  burthened  by  receipt  of  more 
gold  and  silver  than  its  uses  require,  and  that 
sovereigns  and  half-crowns  in  excess  may  be 
just  as  valueless  and  perplexing  as  an  inunda- 
tion of  cart-wheels  or  a  deluge  of  umbrellas. 
But  somehow  this,  which  is  called  an  elementary 
axiom  of  political-economics,  is  one  of  the  very 
last  lessons  that  people  consent   to  learn  in 
practice.    Nothing  inspires  the  ordinary  statis- 
tician with  greater  delight  than  to  find  that  gold 
and  silver  are  flowing  into  his  country  in  con- 
sequence of  what  old-fashioned  writers  used  to 
call  a  favourable  balance  of  trade.     A  calcula- 
tor of  this  class,  the  well-known  Mr.  Ameno- 
mori,  has  been  conveying  his  views  to  an  editor 
of  the  Hochl  Shimbun,  by  whom  they  are  re- 
produced in  the  columns  of  that  journal.  Mr. 
Amenomori  recalls  a  prediction  made  by  him 
last  summer  that  the  Government  would  be  in  a 
position  to  reduce  the  interest  on  its  securities 
during  the  course  of  the  current  year,  and  points 
to  toe  fact  that  as  the  5  per  cent.  Consols  are 
now  selling  at  id6,  his  forecast  is  likely  to  be 
verified  in  June  or  July.     He  then  goes  on  to 
describe  With  evident  pleasure  the  prosperous 
prospects  of  the  export  trade.  There  are  now,  he 
says,  more  than  26,000  bales  of  silk  awaiting  sale 
in  Yokohama,  and  thistotal  will  be  almost  doubled 
before  April.     A  fall  in  price  will  probably 
take  place,  but  he  nevertheless  anticipates  that 
the  whole  quantity  will  find  its  way  into  foreign 
hands  without  much  delay,  a  sum  of  20,000,000 
yen  thus  coming  into  the  country.    From  the 
export  of  silk  fabrics,  cereals,  and  other  staples 
he  calculates  that   11,000,000  yen  more  will 
be  obtained   by  April,  so  that  even   on  the 
assumption  of  a  drain  of  100,000  per  diem  on 
account  of  imported  metals,  cotton  fabrics,  and 
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so  forth,  the  balance  of  money  accruing  to  the 
country  frOID  its  foreign  trade  will  be  at  least 
ao, 000,000  yen.  He  further  asserts  that  the 
specie  reserve  of  85,000,000  yen  will  soon  be 
increased  to  100, 000, coo;  and  that  the  foreign 
market  for  Kyushu  coal  will  be  much  extended 
by  the  opening  of  a  steamship  service  between 
Japan  ami  Bombay,  li is  somewhat  sanguine 
idea  being  that  Japanese  coal  will  drive  its 
English  competitor  out  of  the  Indian  market  in 
a  short  time,  so  greatly  will  the  appreciation  of 
gold  assist  this  country's  exports.  But  avowed- 
ly he  does  not  expect  lhat  the  operation  of  the 
exchange  factor  will  he  lasting,  although,  some- 
what inconsistently  as  it  seems  to  us,  he  recom- 
mends his  countrymen  to  make  it  the  basis  of 
as  many  new  enterprises  as  possible. 

* 

*  * 

A  grain  of  experience  is  worth  a  peck  of 
theory.  It  used  to  be  asserted  with  the  utmost 
confidence  that  the  crippling  effects  of  ap- 
preciating gold  upon  the  import  trade  of  asilver- 
using  country  would  always  be  amply  balanced 
by  the  stimulating  influence  of  the  same  factor 
upon  the  export  trade.  Doubtless  this  would 
be  true  did  the  exchangeable  price  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  vary  with  some  degree  of  steadi- 
ness and  within  comparatively  narrow  limits. 
But  where  the  fluctuations  are  so  acute  and  sud- 
den as  those  of  the  past  twelve  months,  their 
effect  upon  the  commerce  in  exports  is  sadly 
cramping.  A  merchant  who  under  noimal 
circumstances  would  export  a  ton  of  goods  at  a 
lime,  feels  inclined  to  reduce  that  quantity  to  a 
small  fraction  when  the  silver  medium  of  ex- 
change is  rapidly  becoming  cheaper,  for  he 
know*  that  before  he  can  dispose  of  his  ton  a 
competitor  may  appear  in  the  same  market  with 
goods  purchased  a  week  later  on  much  more 
favourable  terms.  The  same  uncertainly  para- 
lyses the  enterprise  of  the  purchaser  of  these  ex- 
ports at  the  other  end.  He  shrinks  from  in- 
vestingin  a  large  quantity  of  any  staple,  knowing 
lhat  it  may  at  any  moment  become  procurable 
at  a  cheaper  rate.  Altogether,  this  crippling 
influence  nullifies  much  of  the  impetus  that 
exports  would  otherwise  derive  from  exchange 
fluctuations  of  the  above  character,  and  it  is 
probable  that  if  the  opinions  of  export  merchants 
were  canvassed,  they  would  be  almost  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  a  uniformly  steady  ex- 
change. 


COLONIZATION  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  Diet  last  session  voted  a  sum  of  10,000 
yen  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  out  places  suit- 
able for  Japanese  emigrants.  We  now  read 
in  the  Niroku  newspaper  that  of  that  sum  4,000 
yen  was  appropriated  to  explorations  in  Mexico 
and  2,000  yen  to  the  South  Sea  Islands,  the 
remainder  being  entrusted  to  the  Consuls  at 
San  Francisco  and  Singapore,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  Japa- 
nese settlers  in  their  districts.  It  is  now  claimed 
by  some  critics  that  to  apply  funds  in  such  a 
manner  was  simply  to  fritter  them  away,  the 
amounts  being  quite  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
poses contemplated,  and  that  the  Government 
showed  iiself  altogether  half-hearted  in  the 
matter.  The  former  charge  lies  at  the  door  of 
the  Diet  which  refused  to  grant  larger  supplies, 
but  the  latter  is  said  to  be  proved  against  the 
Government  by  ils  defective  choice  of  men  to 
carry  on  the  explorations.  It  is  claimed  that 
the  persons  despatched  to  Mexico  and  Austra- 
lasia, Mr.  Nemoto  and  Mr.  Watanabe  respec- 
tively, possessed  noqualificatioiis  except  a  know- 
ledge of  conversational  English,  and  were  both 
subject  to  the  objection  of  being  affiliated  with 
the  Radical  Party.  We  ourselves  are  unable  to 
see  why  such  a  connection  should  interfere  with 
a  man's  competence  as  an  explorer.  But  party 
politics  pervade  everything  at  present.  It  is 
pretended  that  by  choosing  two  Radicals,  the  Go- 
vernment afforded  grounds  for  suspicions  of  a 
secret  agreement  with  the  Jiyu-to,  and  also — 
though  on  what  basis  we  cannot  tell — that  such 
a  selection  indicates  merely  the  expenditure 
of  10,000  yen  because  it  was  in  hand  to  be 
expended,  and  not  because  any  adequate  re- 
turn was  expected.  All  this  is  vague,  but 
somewhat  firmer  ground  is  reached  when  Mr. 


Nemolo's  programme  comes  under  criticism. 
Starting  from  Japan  last  July,  he  did  not  pro- 
ceed direct  to  Mexico,  via  San  Francisco,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  but  directed  his 
steps  in  the  first  place  to  Chicago,  thence,  after 
live  days  inspection  of  the  Exhibition,  he  went 
on  to  New  Yoik,  reaching  Mexico  by  a  most 
circuitous  loule.  An  explanation  is  probably 
possible,  but  the  mode  of  travel  is  decidedly 
easy  going.  Mexico  was  not  a  terra  incognita  : 
it  had  been  already  explored  when  Viscount 
Enotnoto  held  the  portfolio  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  more  than  common  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise were  therefore  required  of  Mr.  Nemoto. 
But  he  is  said  to  have  passed  over  the  districts 
along  the  Pacific  coast,  which  are  believed  to  be 
wellsuited  tojapanese  immigrants,  and  confined 
his  investigations  to  colder  regions  already 
settled  by  Americans.  For  this,  too,  there  was 
probably  a  reason,  but  the  Government's  critics 
decline  to  suspect  anything  so  commonplace  as 
an  intelligent  explanation. 


BOYCOTTING  METHODS  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

During  the  past  two  or  three  months  the  public 
has  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  boycotting  of 
certain  foreign  firms  in  Yokohama  by  Japanese 
guilds  of  merchants.  Boycotting  is  a  species  of 
persecution  against  which  the  law  affords  no 
efficient  protection  :  its  victims  have  to  bear 
their  sufferings  with  whatever  patience  they 
can  muster.*  But  from  what  we  have  been  able 
to  learn,  the  methods  resorted  to  by  Japanese 
boycotters  are  of  a  more  than  questionable 
character.  It  appears  that  they  hire  soshi  who 
plant  themselves  within  sight  of  the  foreign 
firm's  premises,  keeping  constant  watch  to  pre- 
vent the  ingress  of  any  Japanese  customers. 
Recently  a  Japanese  [merchant  who  was  not 
disposed  to  observe  the  boycott,  repaired  to  the 
warehouse  of  one  of  the  foreign  firms,  and  when 
about  to  enter,  received  peremptory  warning 
from  the  soshi  guards  lhat  any  transactions  with 
the  boycotted  firm  would  be  undertaken  at  his 
peril.  He  informed  ihe  firm  of  this  threat,  but 
on  being  urged  to  give  immediate  information 
to  the  police,  declined  to  risk  the  consequences 
of  such  a  step.  Evidently  the  soshi  had  com- 
pletely intimidated  him,  There  can  not  be  the 
slightest  doubt,  we  think,  lhat  doings  of  that 
kind  are  unlawful.  A  number  of  merchants  are 
at  perfect  liberty  lo  enter  into  a  combination  for 
the  purpose  of  suspending  business  with  some 
one  against  whom  they  have  a  grievance  real  or 
imaginary.  In  fact  such  a  form  of  ostracism 
may  often  be  very  useful.  It  might  certainly  be 
employed  with  excellent  effect  by  the  foreign 
merchants  of  Yokohama  against  Japanese  whose 
unscrupulous  doings  are  so  constantly  com- 
plained of.  But  no  body  of  men  have  a  shadow 
of  right  to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  others  by 
coercion,  as  is  the  case  when  threats  of  physi- 
cal violence  are  conveyed  through  the  agency 
of  soshi  to  every  merchant  who  seeks  to  con- 
duct business  with  a  boycotted  firm.  It  is 
stated  by  vernacular  newspapers  that  complaints 
about  the  action  of  these  soshi  have  been  pre- 
ferred by  the  boycotted  foreign  firms  to  their 
Consuls,  but  that  the  latter  have  not  seen  their 
way  to  interfere.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
how  any  hesitation  can  have  been  felt.  The 
posting  of  watches  to  hamper  the  free  goings 
and  coinings  of  men  engaged  in  a  lawful  call- 
ing is  contrary  to  every  principle  of  good  order, 
and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  au- 
thorities, if  duly  approached,  would  interfere 
peremptorily  to  stop  anything  of  the  kind. 

GALE   IN  HOKKAIDO. 

A  telegram  from  the  Chief  of  the  Hokkaido 
Administration  reached  the  Department  of 
Home  Affairs  on  the  131b  inst.  reporting  that 
during  the  space  of  three  days  from  the  5th  inst. 
a  gale  of  terrible  violence  visited  Yezo,  its 
greatest  force  being  developed  along  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  Bay  of  Mororan.  If  the  language 
of  the  telegram  be  not  greatly  exaggerated, 
cruel  ravages  were  wrought.  Several  towns  in 
the  province  of  Shiribashi,  notably  Suttsti, 
Utasutsu,  Isoya,  Iwanai,  Tomari,  Furu-u,  Furu- 
bira,  Yoichi,  and  Shioya  had  numbers  of  their 
houses  levelled  with  the  ground.    The  rivers, 


also,  swollen  by  the  great  rainfull,  burst  I  heir 
banks  on  the  7th  inst.  and  devastated  a  large 
tract  of  country*  Numbers  of  ships  and  smaller 
craft  lying  in  the  harbour  of  Otaiuor  anchored 
along  the  coast  of  Mororan  Bay  were  blown 
seaward,  and  even  those  whose  moorings  held 
auffered  more  or  less  serious  injury,  No  re- 
cord is  yet  procurable  of  casualties  to  life  and 
limb,  but  many  persons  as  well  as  cattle  and 
horses  are  believed  to  have  perished.  The 
officials  of  Hokkaido  report  that  they  are  taking 
every  possible  slep  to  relieve  distress  and  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  disaster.  No  ex- 
planation is  given  of  the  delay  that  occurred  in 
telegraphing  this  information.  Considering  that 
the  town  of  Suttsu  has  a  telegraph-station,  the 
news  ought  lo  have  been  forwarded  at  once,  but 
in  all  probability  communication  was  temporarily 
interrupted  by  the  gale. 

YOKOHAMA  LITERARY  SOCIETY. 

There  was  rather  a  small  attendance  of  mem- 
bers at  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Yokohama 
Literary  Society  last  evening,  owing  doubtless 
to  the  departure  of  the  American  mail  this 
morning,  but  the  programme,  as  usual,  com- 
prised some  interesting  items.  The  opening 
overture  was  played  by  Mrs.  Poole  and  Miss 
Wheeler,  and  was  received  with  applause.  Mr. 
Happei's  paper  on  "  Chinese  Social  Customs  " 
dealt  principally  with  Canton  Festivals  from  the 
opening  to  the  close  of  the  Chinese  year.  The 
discourse  was  racy  throughout,  and  concluded 
with  a  Chinese  love-song,  a  very  pathetic  thing 
— in  its  way.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  ac- 
corded Mr.  Happer  for  his  address.  The 
Misses  Sale  opened  the  second  half  of  the 
programme  with  a  pianoforte  duet ;  then  Mrs. 
Apcar  declaimed  Byron's  "  Apostrophe  to  the 
Sea,"  with  charming  effect.  A  trio  from  "  La 
Figaro  "  was  given  by  Dr.  Munro  and  Messrs. 
Crane  and  Poole,  which  was  loudly  applauded. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Cleveland  read  a  clever  little  study 
suggested  by  "The  Light  of  Asia,"  and  the 
respective  teachings  of  Buddha  and  Christ. 
The  last  ilem  was  "  The  Garden  of  Sleep," 
well  rendered  by  Miss  Webb. 


A  CALENDAR. 

The  calendar  issued  by  the  Scottish  Union  and 
National  Insurance  Company  is  another  of  those 
beautiful  and  useful  objects  to  which  we  have 
lately  alluded.  To  be  sure,  a  company  which 
has  declared  bonuses  exceeding  two  millions 
sterling,  which  has  life  policies  amounting  to 
eleven  millions  in  force,  which  has  paid  claims 
aggregating  ten  millions,  which  has  four  mil- 
lions of  invested  funds  and  six  millions  of  de- 
clared capital,  and  which  can  show  a  seventy- 
years'  record  of  uninterrupted  success — such  a 
company,  if  any,  ought  to  be  able  to  issue  an 
elaborate  calendar.  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  the 
first  president  of  the  company.  A  somewhat 
idealized  portrait  of  him  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  calendar's  first  page,  its  corresponding 
place  in  the  other  pages  being  occupied  by  de- 
lightful pictures  of  scenes  made  famous  by  his 
verse,  together  with  chosen  extracts  from  his 
poems.  The  space  for  memoranda  is  just  long 
enough  to  tempt  entries,  and  a  further  induce- 
ment to  lazy  folks  is  afforded  by  interleaving 
with  tinted  blotting-paper. 


SPINNING  OPKRATIONS   IN  JAPAN. 

The  statement  submitted  to  the  shareholders  of 
the  Kanegafuchi  Cotlon  Spinning  Company,  at 
their  recent  meeting,  by  their  President,  Mr. 
Wakagamizawa,  shows  that  the  prospects  of  the 
industry  are  very  bright  at  present  in  Japan. 
He  told  ih  em  that  the  demand  for  yarns  is  in 
excess  of  the  supply,  especially  in  Kwanto, 
where  the  number  of  spindles  in  operation  is 
insufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  dis- 
trict. Such  is  the  demand  for  Kanegafuchi 
yarns,  that  purchasers  compete  for  them  before 
they  are  out  of  the  factory.  Indeed,  in  view  of 
inconvenience  felt  by  customers,  it  seemed  ad- 
visable to  increase  the  producing  capacity  of  the 
works.  The  President  expressed  his  confidence 
that  though  an  increased  demand  might  con- 
suredly  be  looked  for,  no  diminution  need  be 
anticipated.    The  Bill  for  exempting  raw  cotton 
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from  import  duty  had  failed  to  become  law, 
owing  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet,  but  con- 
sidering that  it  had  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives without  difficulty,  and  had  obtained 
the  approval  of  the  Special  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  report  upon  it  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
there  could  be  little  doubt  that  it  would  very 
soon  become  law.  He  was  persuaded  that  so 
soon  as  this  measure,  so  much  desired  by  the 
spinners,  went  into  operation,  Japanese  yarns 
could  be  placed  in  the  Chinese  markets  on 
terms  favourable  to  competition  with  foreign 
yams.  Under  such  circumstances,  he  felt 
justified  in  recommending  an  addition  of  ten 
thousand  spindles  to  the  Factory,  especially  as 
the  increase  might  be  effected  without  heavy  out- 
lay, the  scope  of  the  works  having  been  originally 
designed  so  as  to  facilitate  such  changes. 


This  proposal  of  the  President's  was  hailed 
by  the  shareholders  with  much  enthusiasm. 
Some,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  urge  the  ad- 
visability of  adding  not  ten  but  twenty  thousand 
spindles.  The  majority,  however,  took  a  soberer 
view.  They  held  that  the  question  of  the  exact 
number  of  additional  spindles  should  be  left 
for  decision  by  a  future  meeting,  due  investiga- 
tions having  been  made  in  the  interim  by  the 
experts  and  officers  of  the  Factory,  the  principle 
only  of  extension  being  voted  at  once.  One  of 
the  shareholders  then  moved  that  since  the  re- 
markable success  achieved  by  the  Factory  in 
freeing  itself  from  a  debt  of  over  130,000  yen, 
and  laying  by  a  reserve  of  10,000  yen,  must  be 
attributed  chiefly  to  the  indefatigable  exertions 
of  Mr.  Asabuki  Eizo,  Manager  in  Chief,  and 
Mr.  Yoshida  Meikichi,  Director  of  the  Techni- 
cal Section,  the  thanks  of  the  Company  be 
formally  conveyed  to  those  gentlemen.  The 
motion  was  passed  unanimously  and  a  committee 
was  elected  for  the  purpose. 


POLITICAL  GOSSIP. 

Rumours  are  again  published  in  the  metropoli- 
tan papers  concerning  supposed  changes  in  the 
Cabinet.  It  is  stated,  for  example,  that  Count 
Yamagata  is  hard-pressed  by  his  friends  in  the 
Government  to  accept  a  ministerial  post;  that 
a  similar  offer  to  Count  Matsukata  has  ended 
in  failure  ;  that  Mr.  Mutsu  is  not  at  all  pleased 
with  the  way  things  are  moving  in  the  Cabinet; 
that  he  intends  to  resign  ;  that  his  position,  in 
the  event  of  his  resignation,  will  be  taken  by 
Count  Inouye  ;  that  Count  Saigo  is  endeavour- 
ing to  induce  Viscount  Kabayama  to  accept 
the  portfolio  of  the  Navy  ;  and  that  Count  Ito 
himself  is  inclined  to  resign.  These  rumours, 
according  to  our  information,  have  no  founda- 
tion. They  are  for  the  most  part  fabrications 
of  the  Opposition  journals,  conceived  for  the 
purpose  of  discrediting  the  Cabinet  in  view  of 
the  coming  elections. 

*  * 

The  rumour  about  the  attempt  to  induce 
Count  Matsukata  to  enter  the  Cabinet  deserves 
notice,  for  the  Kokumin  Shimbun  has  a  very 
circumstancial  article  on  the  subject.  Accord- 
ing to  our  contemporary,  the  story  was  at  first 
vaguely  published  in  some  Tokyo  papers,  but 
it  was  reserved  to  the  Osaka  journals  to  bring 
out  the  details  of  the  meetings  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  between  Count  Matsukata  and  some 
members  of  the  Government.  The  version  re- 
produced by  the  Kokumin  is  this  : — On  the 
evening  of  the  5th  instant,  Count  Kuroda  in- 
formed Count  Matsukata  by  telephone  that  he 
should  like  to  pay  him  a  visit  the  following  day. 
At  the  appointed  hour,  Counts  Kuroda,  Oyama, 
and  Saigo  called  at  Count  Matsukata's,  and  had 
a  long  talk,  in  the  course  of  which  the  visitors 
asked  their  host  to  accept  the  portfolio  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce  or  that  of  Finance.  The 
following  day,  Count  Ito  and  Count  Oyama  went 
to  Count  Kuroda's  at  Mita,  and  the  three  Mini- 
sters were  soon  observed  to  walk  over  to  Count 
Matsukata's  residence,  which  they  entered 
through  the  back  door.  The  meeting  lasted  for 
six  or  seven  hours,  but  nothing  is  known  as  to 
the  details  of  the  conversation.  The  following 
morning,  however,  Count  Matsukata  left  the 
Capital  for  a  tour  in  the  country,  from  which  it 


is  inferred  that  he  is  not  disposed  to  join 
the  Ministry.  We  do  not  in  any  way  vouch 
for  the  accuracy  of  this  story,  but,  as  we 
have  stated  more  than  once,  there  would  be 
nothing  surprising  in  Count  Matsukata's  accep- 
tance of  a  portfolio.  For  the  present,  however, 
he  does  not  seem  inclined  to  enter  the  Cabinet. 
* 

*  * 

Count  Goto  has  tendered  his  resignation, 
and,  according  to  the  Ntchi  Nichi  Shimbun,  it 
will  be  accepted  by  the  Emperor.  The  same 
authority  informs  us  further  that  the  change  of 
Minister  in  the  Noshomusho  will  take  place  in 
a  few  days.  As  to  Count  Goto's  successor, 
Viscount  Nomura's  name  has  been  most  fre- 
quently mentioned.  But  it  is  now  believed  that 
he  will  be  appointed  to  the  Department  of 
Justice,  Mr.  Yoshikawa  going  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

The  Vice-Ministership  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce  has  not  yet  been  filled.  Various 
names  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  post,  but  the  latest  theory  is  that  Mr.  Kusaka, 
now  Governor  of  Fukushima,  will  receive  the 
appointment.  Whoever  may  be  the  successful 
candidate,  the  appointment  will  not  take  place 
until  the  pending  change  in  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment has  become  an  accomplished  fact. 

A  DISSECTED  VILLAGE. 

Villages  in  Japan,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly 
local  divisions  of  the  country,  appear  to  be  sub- 
ject to  heroic  processes  of  dissection.  Nango 
in   Shizuoka  Prefecture,  is  a  recent  example 
This  division  used  to  contain  377  houses,  and 
the  land  it  included  was  valued  at  130,000  yen. 
All  at  once  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  divi 
sion  were  cut  off  and  attached  to  Kakegawa 
the  neighbouring  division.    What  reasons  in 
duced  the  Headman  to  take  this  step,  the  ver- 
nacular press  does  not  state,  but  they  were  not 
reasons  that  satisfied  the  people.    Much  dis- 
content resulted.    The  members  of  the  division 
Council,  as  it  happened,  had  been  wholly  elec- 
ted from  the  portion  now  alienated,  and  the 
system  of  local  self-government  was  therefore 
dislocated  by  the  change.    An  appeal  was  made 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Prefecture,  and  as  he 
supported  the  Headman,  the  question  was  finally 
carried  to    the    Minister  of  State    for  Home 
Affairs,  whose  decision  is  now  awaited.  Some 
people  profess  to  believe  that  the  proceeding 
was  dictated  by  political  considerations,  but  such 
a  suspicion  might  have  been  expected.  We  may 
assume  that  during  the  next  three  months  every 
measure  adopted  by  officials  will  be  referred  by 
some  one  or  another  to  politics. 


THE  HONGWAN  Jl   PRIESTS  AND  ANTI-MIXED 
RESIDENCE. 

The  public  has  been  told  by  the  Hyoron  what 
attitude  a  section  of  the  Christian  population  of 
Japan  is  disposed  to  adopt  towards  the  question 
uf  strict  enforcement  of  the  Treaties.    It  would 
be  of  interest  to  learn  the  views  of  the  Buddhist 
priesthood  with  respect  to  that  problem,  as  well 
as  the  anti-mixed-residence  agitation.    In  the 
nature  of  things  we  may  fairly  assume  that  all 
devout  and  zealous  Buddhists  are  opposed  to 
widening  the  sphere  of  foreign  intercourse,  be- 
cause, whateverconfidence  they  may  have  in  their 
own  ability  to  withstand  the  onset  of  Christian 
propagandist^  they  must  prefer  not  to  be  called 
on  to  make  the  effort.      Therefore,  when  Mr. 
Sasa  Tomofusa  and  other  leaders  of  the  Dai- 
Nippon  Kyokai  applied  themselves  last  fall  to 
secure  the  sympathy  of  the  Hongwan-ji  priests, 
they  took  a  very  natural  step.    As  to  the  results 
of  their  attempt,  however,  very  different  accounts 
are  given.    The  Jiyu  newspaper  says  that  they 
made  a  signal  failure.    At  first,  indeed,  success 
smiled  on  them.     Visiting  Kyoto  during  the 
interval  of  the  Diet's  first  prorogation  in  its 
session  just  closed,  they  found— whether  by 
choice  or  coincidence — a  verv  favourable  oc- 
casion.    Delegates   from  the  various  Monto 
temples  throughout  the  empire  were  assembled 
in   the   southern   capital   for   the   purpose  of 
attending  a  religious  council  convened  at  the 
great  Hongwan  Temple.    Ignorant  of  national 
politics  and  already  prejudiced  against  all  pro- 


fessors of  alien  creeds,  many  of  the  priests  lent 
already  ear  to  the  disquisitions  of  Mr.  Sasa  and 
his  friends,  who  adroitly  insisted  that  the  duty 
of  the  people's  spiritual  pastors  dictated  resolute 
measures  to  protect  the  masses  against  an  in- 
vasion of  preachers  of  heretical  creeds.  It 
seemed  a  self-evident  axiom  to  the  priests  that 
temptation  should  be  averted  from  their  flocks. 
They  acquiesced  readily,  and  all  indications 
pointed  to  the  formation  of  a  powerful  religious 
league  in  the  interest  of  keeping  foreigners  at 
arm's  length.  But  at  this  stage  a  priest  of  very 
unusual  liberality  and  wisdom  arrived  upon 
the  scene,  and  by  his  teaching  induced  a  differ- 
ent frame  of  mind.  He  pointed  out  the  dangers 
incidental  to  Buddhists'  intermeddling  with 
politics,  exposed  the  fallacies  of  Mr.  Sasa's 
arguments,  and  contended  that  Buddhism  must 
take  its  stand  stoutly  on  its  own  merits,  instead 
of  seeking  to  preserve  itself  by  a  craven  pro- 
gramme of  isolation.  This  teacher's  words 
completely  put  an  end  to  all  faith  in  Mr.  Sasa's 
doctrines,  and  he  and  his  friends  had  to  take 
their  departure  re  infectd. 

* 

*  # 

Such  is  the  Jiyu's  version.    But  the  Shin- 
Choya  newspaper  gives  a  diametrically  opposite 
account.    It  alleges  that  certain  priests,  holding 
important  positions  at  the  Hongwan  Temple, 
were  travelling  in  Etchu  when  they  were  invited 
by  the  people  of  that  locality  to  describe  the 
attitude  of  the  Chief  Priest  of  their  Temple  to- 
wards the  anti-mixed-residence  movement.  One 
of  their  number,  Mr.  Atsumi  Keiin,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  rest,  replied  that  the  Chief  Priest 
was  greatly  concerned  about  the  matter,  his  view 
being  that  if  no  little  difficulty  was  already  ex- 
perienced in  combatting  the  incursion  of  Chris- 
tianity, the  case  would  be  so  much  worse  were 
mixed-residence  permitted  as  to  necessitate  the 
complete  re-organization  of  Buddhism  or  to  im- 
peril its  very  existence.    This  answer,  being 
regarded  as  a  distinct  declaration  against  mixed 
residence,  greatly  strengthened  the  hands  of  the 
Dai-Nippon  Kyokai 's  supporters.    Under  such 
circumstances,  concludes  the  Shin-Choya,  the 
Government  had  better  abandon  its  alleged  de- 
sign of  seeking  in  the  ranks  of  the  Buddhist 
priesthood  a  force  to  withstand  the  wave  of 
anti-mixed-residence.    We  must  leave  our  read- 
ers to  choose  between  the  Jiyu  and  the  Shin- 
Choya.   Both  journals  write  what  they  desiie  to 
have  believed.    As  between  the  trustworthiness 
of  the  two  under  ordinary  circumstances,  how- 
ever, there  can  be  no  question.  The  Shin-Choya 
is  a  petty  paper,  the  Jiyu  an  important  political 
organ. 


HAWAIIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Dr.  Clay  MacCauley,  in  a  letter  published  else- 
where, takes  us  to  task  because  we  have  arrived, 
not  perhaps  without  some  secret  satisfaction,  at 
the  conclusion  thatthe  people  of  the  United  States 
are  no  better  than  our  own  countrymen.  That  is 
not  a  very  harsh  verdict  after  all,  nor  do  we  think 
that  it  ought  to  cause  much  offence  to  our  Ame- 
rican readers.  But  whether  it  does  or  does  not 
offend  them,  we  really  do  not  think  that  our 
right  of  free  criticism  need  be  surrendered. 
Our  correspondent  accuses  us  of  want  of  grace 
because  we  cannot  profess  absolute  faith  in  the 
high  standard  by  which  the  friends  of  America 
have  hitherto  claimed  that  her  foreign  policy 
should  be  measured.  He  also  appears  to  sug- 
gest that  because  we  have  many  American 
readers,  our  comihents  on  American  affairs 
should  be  more  circumspect  than  if  they  were 
addressed  entirely  to  other  nationals.  Well, 
that  is  not  our  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
fact  that  we  have  American  readers  would 
rather  prompt  us  to  be  outspoken  about  Ame- 
rican affairs.  Our  conviction  about  the  law 
that  governs  nations  applies  to  the  United 
States  as  well  as  to  Great  Britain.  It  is  the 
same  law  that  may  be  observed  in  all  the  opera- 
tions of  nature.  Nothing  stands  still :  everything 
must  either  progress  or  decline.  Certainly  the 
past  history  of  America  shows  no  symptom  of 
rest.  She  has  been  growing  at  an  unprecedented 
rate,  and  if  she  has  hitherto  found  sufficient 
materials  for  growth  within  the  huge  continent 
that  she  occupies,  that  is  simply  an  accident. 
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The  day  will  inevitably  come  when  her  present 
domain  will  be  too  small  for  her,  and  since,  in 
acquiring  it,  she  has  shown  just  as  little  regard 
for  inferior  races  as  Great  Britain  has  shown  in 
building  up  Iter  immense  empire,  we  see  no 
reason  to  anticipate  that  when  America  has  to 
go  farther  afield,  she  will  be  guided  by  higher 
canons  than  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has  hitherto 
obeyed.     As  to  the  Hawaiian  affair,  the  differ- 
ence between  Mr.  MacCauley  and  ourselves  is 
easily  stated  ;  he  holds  that  the  American  people 
do  not  want  to  see  Hawaii  incorporated  into  the 
Union  ;  we  hold  that  they  do.    He  may  be 
right,  but  certainly  the  American  press  does 
not  endorse  his  view.    With  very  few  excep- 
tions, the  great  journals  are  distinctly  opposed 
to  Mr.  Cleveland's  programme,  and  empha- 
tically favour  recognition  of  the  Provisional 
Government.    They  allege  that  the  Queen  is 
semi-savage,  that  her  Government  is  corrupt, 
that  every  principle  of  civilization  would  be 
outraged    by   employing    the    forces    of  the 
United  States  to  restore  such  a  regime,  and 
that  the  verdict  of  the  whole  country  is  unmis- 
takeably  in  favour  of  admitting  Hawaii  to  the 
Union.    Mr.  MacCauley  may  have  guaged  the 
opinion  of  his  countrymen  better  than  the  news 
papers.    We  shall  be  pleased  to  find  that  he 
lias.    But  for  ourselves,  the  only  means  we 
possess  of  discovering  what  Americans  in  gene 
ral  feel  is  by  reading  what  American  journals 
write,  and  if,  on  the  whole,  their  writing  bears 
any  interpretation  other  than  a  strong  desire  to 
see  the  Stars  and  Stripes  float  over  Hawaii,  we 
must  conclude  that  the  significance  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  has  changed. 

THE   "  KAISHIN-To's  "  PROGRAMME. 

One  of  the  principal  organs  of  the  Kaishin-to, 
namely  the  Hochi  Shimbun,  lays  before  the 
public  the  programme  which  its  party  intends 
to  adopt  in  the  coming  general  elections  and  in 
the  next  session  of  the  Diet.  There  is  the 
usual  schedule  of  vague  generalities.  The  re- 
sources of  the  country  are  to  be  developed, 
administrative  errors  are  to  be  corrected,  indust- 
rial progress  is  to  be  encouraged,  and,  in  a 
word,  everything  is  to  be  set  right  without  delay. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  weary  our  readers  with 
any  fresh  recital  of  these  hackneyed  plati- 
tudes. The  impression  they  convey  is  that 
the  Kaishin-to  finds  painful  difficulty  inforging 
a  sword  to  slay  the  Government,  and  that 
in  default  of  a  trenchant  blade,  it  is  driven 
to  rely  upon  veritable  straws.  One  would  sup- 
pose that  if  the  Meiji  statesmen  deserved  so 
ill  of  their  country  as  the  Kaishin-to  politicians 
would  have  us  believe,  the  task  of  framing  a 
conclusive  indictment  against  them  with  regard 
to  their  administrative  sway  would  be  easy 
in  the  extreme.  But  strange  to  say,  all  that 
they  have  hitherto  done  is  ignored,  and  their 
opponents  confine  themselves  to  picking  petty 
holes  in  their  present  doings.  Official  dis- 
cipline, the  Chishima  affair,  the  causes  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  Diet— these  are  the  kind 
of  materials  out  of  which  the  Kaishin-to  are 
compelled  to  frame  an  impeachment.  It  is  not 
an  impressive  spectacle  and  we  need  not  dwell 
upon  it. 

v  * 

*  * 

But  this  programme  does  contain  one  feature 
of  unquestionable  interest,  namely  a  declaration 
that  the  Kaishin-to  advocates  strict  enforcement 
of  the  Treaties.  We  note  that  they  do  not 
pledge  themselves  to  this  doctrine  in  all  its 
naked  unwisdom  :  they  couple  it  with  an  an- 
nouncement that  they  intend  to  compass  Treaty 
Revision  and  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  opening  the  country.  What  conceiv- 
able justification  is  there  for  placing  the  strict 
enforcement  of  the  treaties  in  such  a  context? 
Inexperienced  folks  like  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  and 
mischievous  folks  like  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro, 'may 
imagine,  or  pretend  to  imagine,  that  by  strictly 
enforcing  theTreaties,  Japan  can  compelForeign 
Powers  to  accede  to  her  demands.  But  the 
Katshin-to  politicians,  of  all  Japanese,  must  be 
perfectly  well  aware  that  nopressureof  such  a  kind 
or  indeed  of  any  kind,  is  needed  to  bring  Foreign 
Powers  to  reason.  They  must  remember  only  too 
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own  distinguished  leader,  Count  Okuma,  would 
have  had  no  real  difficulty  in  revising  die  Treaties 
upon  favourable  terms,  and  that  the  stumbling- 
block  over  which  he  tripped  and  fell  was  placed 
in  his  path  by  his  own  countrymen.  Of  all  the 
spectacles  which  we  least  looked  to  witness,  it 
is  this  of  the  Kaishin-to  attempting  to  take 
vengeance  upon  the  foreigner  for  the  discom- 
fiture inflicted  upon  them  by  the  jealousy  of  their 
own  nationals 


THE  MIN1STEK  OF  HOME   AFFAIRS  AND  LOCAL 
POLICE  CHIEFS. 

On  Tuesday  the  Local  Police  Chiefs  lately 
summoned  to  the  capital  by  order  of  the  Mini 
ster  of  Home  Affairs,  assembled  at  the  Home 
Office.     The  meeting  commenced  at  9  a. in 
There  were  present  the  Minister  President  of 
State,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs, 
the  Minister  of  State  for  Justice,  several  Vice- 
Ministers  of  State  and  a  number  of  high  offi 
cials  of  the    Department   of    Home  Affairs 
Count  Inouye,  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  de 
livered  an  address  concerning  the  part  whicl 
the  Local  Police  Chiefs  are  to  play  at  the  time 
of  the  coming  elections.    The  text  of  the  ad- 
dress has  not  yet  been  published. 

» 

The  following  morning  the  metropolitan 
papers  published  a  report  of  the  speech.  But 
we  are  informed  on  good  authority  that  the  re 
port  is  full  of  gross  mistakes,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  source  from  which  the  information  was 
obtained  is  quite  untrustworthy. 

* 

*  * 

After  the  Minister's  speech  the  Local  Police 
Chiefs  were  invited  to  express  their  opinions  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  various  administra- 
tive regulations  concerning  elections  should  be 
enforced.    The  meeting  dispersed  at  5  p.m. 


SHIPMENTS   OF    COTTON    BETWEEN   BOMBAY  A 
JAPAN. 

If  the  Asahi  Shimbun  be  rightly  informed  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  is  confronted  by  keen 
competitors  in  the  service  recently  established 
by  it  between  Bombay  and  this  country.  The 
arrangement  under  which  the  Japanese  com 
pany  originally  placed  its  steamers  on  the  line 
was  that  the  Japanese  spinners  should  guarantee 
cargoes  aggregating  50,000  bales  per  annum 
and  that  in  the  event  of  any  spinner  importing 
cotton  by  other  vessels,  he  should  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  of  50  sen  a  bale.    Against  this  com- 
bination, the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
remonstrated  very  strongly,  even  going  so  far 
we  believe,    as   to    invoke    diplomatic  inter- 
ference.   But  when  we  recall  the  cooperative 
methods  resorted   to   by  British  ship-owners 
themselves— methods    that    have  successfully 
endured  the  ordeal  of  judicial  examination— it 
is  difficult  to  detect  any  legal  grounds  of  com- 
plaint m  the  actiou  taken   by   the  Japanese 
spinners.    The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany did  not,  however,  confine  itself  to  protests  • 
it  adopted  the  more  effectual  plan  of  reducing 
freights,  so  that,  instead  of  paying  if  rupees 
per  ton,  shippers  can  now  get  their  cotton  car- 
ried for  1  rupee.    It  may  well  be  supposed  that 
this  sweeping  reduction  startled  the  Japanese 
cotton-spinners  not  a  little.    They  saw  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  having  contracted  for 
the  carnage  of  their  cotton  at  13  rupees  a  ton 
whereas  it  could  now  be  carried  for  1  rupee 
In    view    of   this   extraordinary   situation  a 
meeting    was    recently    held    in    Osaka,  and 
certain   resolutions  were  adopted   in  a  give- 
and-take  spirit.    It  was  decided  that  the  Di 
rectors  of  the  Nippon  Yusen   Kaisha  should 
be  asked    to  reduce   the  freight  from   13  to 
12  rupees  per  ton,  and  that,  by  way  of  set-off 
the  aggregate  yearly  freight  guaranteed  to  the 
Kaisha  should  be  increased  from  fifty  thousand 
to  seventy-five  thousand  tons.    On  the  other 
hand,  the  penalty  for  importing  cotton  by  out- 
side ships  was  raised  from  50  sen  to  3  yen  a 
bale      Four  bales  make  a  ton.    Hence  the 
penalty  per  ton  is  12  yen,  or  22.8  rupees     It  is 
evident    therefore,  that  the  cost  of  importing 
cotton  by  the  ships  of  the  Peninsular  and  Ori- 
ental Company,  for  example,  amounts  to  23  8 
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rupees  more  than  the  cost  per  ship  of  the  Nii>- 
pon  Yusen  Kaisha.  Of  t()lllSe  811cl,  „  djff(J. 
ence,  if  it  can  really  be  established,  will  be  pro- 
hibit.ve  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  Directors 
are  said  to  have  agreed  to  the  prograame  as 
above  modified.  There  remains,  however 
another  question,  namely,  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  shipments  over  and  above 
the  guaranteed  total  of  seventy-five  thousand 
tons.  I  lie  present  estimate  it  -  i....u)re(i 
and  fifty  thousand  tons  will  re  needed  rijrinj? 
the  twelve  months.  Should  the  spinners  be 
left  free  to  get  the  second  half  of  that  amount 
carried  by  any  ships  they  please,  or  show!  1  they 
pledge  themselves  to  import  it  by  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Ka.shas  vessels  ?  A  general  meeting  to 
decide  this  point  was  originally  fixed  for  April 
but  is  now  to  be  held  next  month.  The  ex- 
pectation is  that  the  spinners  will  make  a  pro- 
posal to  the  Yusen  Kaisha,  promising  to  entrust 
the  conveyance  of  the  whole  to  ka  steamers  on 
condition  that  a  rale  fixed  at  the  meeting  is'ac 
cepted  by  the  Kaisha.  Fo  „icu,ars 
the  Asahi  Shtmbun  is  res| 


JAPANBSE  IN 

Lieutenant  Sone,  I.J.N  '  ,.  -  nd  Mr 
Sngawara  Den,  both  me  n  Radicai 
Party,  have  just  arrive*'  ;  :  "  :  Eiawaii 
which  they  left  on  the  Est  fnstSM.  According 
to  the  account  of  an  interview  with  thcai  pub- 
lished in  the  Jiyu  Shimbvn  the  Japanese  resi- 
dents m  the  islands  seem  io  be  gaining  in 
political  and  social  influet  ee.  AboKt  three 
thousands  of  them  have  formed  themselves  into 
a  league  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  much 
covetted  franchise.  The  hesd-qjarters  of  the 
league  is  said  to  be  daily  crowded  by  hundreds 
of  Japanese  eagerly  discussing  the  situation 
In  consequence  of  this  increased  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese  residerjs,  ihey  are  stated 
to  have  succeeded  in  seenrfcv  a  Jre  0f 

attention  from  the  members  of" the  Provisional 
Government.  Even  the  journals  opposed  to  the 
Japanese  claims  .  -  /  believed  to  have  lecog- 
nised  the  growing  inn.  ence  of  the  Japanese  sec- 
tion of  the  community.  At  a  dinner  given  by  a 
private  Japanese  merchant  in  Honolulu,  several 
members  of  the  Provisional  Government  were 
present.  When  the  American  Representative 
required  the  Provisional  Government  to  restore 
the  administrative  power  to  the  deposed  Queen 
the  American,  Japanese,  and  British  war-ships 
then  in  port  are  said  to  have  landed  a  force  of 
marines  by  way  of  demonstration  against  the 
Government,  the  latter  on  its  part  guarding  the 
public  offices  with  several  hundred  troops 
When,  however,  the  Provisional  Government 
showed  itself  ready  to  resist  the  American  Re- 
presentative's demands  even  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  the  British  and  Japanese  war-vessels 
agreed  to  maintain  an  attitude  of  strict  neutrality 
Such  is  the  gist  of  the  account  given  in  the 
columns  of  the  Radical  organ. 


*  * 
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It  is  obviously  an  error  to  assert  that  marines 
were  landed  from  British  ships  by  way  of  de- 
monstration against  the  Provisional  Government 
The  object  of  the  landing  can  only  have  been 
to  protect  British  life  and  property  in  the  event 
of  a  disturbance.  Information  obtained  from 
a  trustworthy  source  represents  the  Provisional 
Government  as  prepared  and  resolved  to  stand 
us  ground.  It  has  a  fully  organized  and  equip- 
ped force  of  three  hundred  men,  well  armed  with 
a  reserve  of  seven  hundred,  not  less  efficient  If 
left  to  itself,  it  is  undoubtedly  master  of  ' the 
situation.  We  have  no  news  of  any  disturbance, 
or  threatened  disturbance,  that  would  have 
warranted  the  landing  of  British  Marines,  but 
the  probability  is  that  some  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  Queen's  partisans  was  anticipated 
in  connection  with  the  American  Representa- 
tives representations  to  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment  in  her  favour. 


A   NEW  LIFE-SAVING  APPARATUS. 

An  American  inventor,  Dr.  J.  W.  Davis,  has 
been  giving  exhibitions  in  New  York  harbour  of 
a  new  mechanical  contrivance  for  sending  aid 
to  wrecked  ships,  the  chief  agent  of  which  is  a 
huge  kite.    The  committees  before  which  his 
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lias   been    tested   are  composed  of  men 
! SEL  names  are  a  guarantee  that  t he  st, bject 
is  seriously   considered.     In  thi*  part  of  (tie 
world,  where  kites  are  constructed  of  dimensions 
elsewhere  unknown,  and  where  stones  are  told 
of  their  employment  to  sustain  human  beings  at 
o  less  an  elevation  than  ihe  topmost  pinnacle 
a    Tdaimyos  castle,  the  idea  m.ght  suggest 
itself  that  the  purpose  of  the  American  designer 
as  to  assist  drowning  men  in  keeping  then  posi- 
tion  at  the  surface  of  the  water,  by  means  of 
depending  ropes;  but  the  scheme  ..  rather  m 
the  line  of  the  cable   projecting   gun.     It  is 
Claimed  that  a  kite  properly  const. 'ueted  for 
this  service  will  carry  ropes  to  distances  far  e- 
o  d  t  ie  range  of  the  artillery  in  use  at  the  life- 
Sviug  stations,  and  will  also  tow  buoys  in  any 
direction  within  a  radius  of  eighty  degrees.  It 
seems  to  have   been    demonstrated    that  the 
machine  can  be  made  to  follow  the  route  set 
even  at  considerable  angles  from  the  course  of 
the  wind.    Its  advantage  over  the  ordinary  pro- 
jectile is  that  the  latter,  either  through  faul  y 
aim  or  miscalculation  of  distance,  may  easily 
ai  'to  reach  its  object;  while  the  kite  may  hover 
or  change  position  until  communication  is  as 
Led     Its  disadvantage  is  that  it  can  be ,  put 
into  effective  operation  only  with  a  ward  of  at 
east  thirty  miles  an  hour.    The  expert  reports 
are  so  strongly  in  its  favour  that  «P"""?" 
an  extensive  scale  have  been  ordered  by  t 
United  States  Life-saving  Bureau. 


MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL. 

Considerable  damage  was  done  to  this  Canal 
between  Warrington  and  Runcorn  on  Nov.  25  by 
heavy  floods  following  the  excess.ve  rains.  The 
water  from  the  riverslrwell  and  Mersey  en  lered  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Canal  in  huge  quantities,  and 
overflowed  the  sluices  and  embankments.  From 
Saturday  evening  to  Sunday  morning  the  water 
rose  from  1 5  to  40  feet,  the  weight  of  which  rush- 
ing down  with  great  velocity,  caused  several 
serious  breaches  in  the  embankment  betwen 
Latchford  and  Runcorn,  flooding  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  country.  One  gap  near  Runforn 
was  60  feet  wide,  and  20  feet  deep,  and  through 
it  immense  volumes  of  water  ran  over  the  ad- 
ioining  marsh  into  the  Mersey.  Part  of  the 
itone  wall  near  the  tidal  opening  at  Runcorn 
was  washed  away,  and  the  lat tice-work  covering 
the  embankment  between  Warrington  and  Run- 
corn was  carried  off.   

TO  STILL  THF.  WAVfiS. 

Soapsuds  may  supersede  oil  as  the  agency  in 
calming  troubled  waters  of  the  sea  and  saving 
vessels  from  harm.     Experiments  have  been 
made  recently,  and  the  reports  of  co-operating 
observers  to  the  hydrographic  office  uniformly 
commend  the  value  of  the  new  discovery.  The 
German  steamship  Scandia.Uom  Hamburg  0. 
Philadelphia,  made  the  experiment  with  the 
greatest  success  in  one  of  the  wildest  Storms  that 
ever  swept  the  North  Atlantic  ocean.  While 
the  sea  was  running  highest,  soap-suds  were 
let  gradually  drip  over  the  vessel  s  bow.     1  he 
seagceased\o  break  over  her  deck,  and  the 
vessel  lay  comparatively  easy.     Third  Office. 
Wendt  had  charge  of  the  experiment,  and  his 
report  speaks  glowingly  of  the  success  attend- 
i„E  it     The  use  of  suds  is  not  intended  to  en- 
tirely displace  oil,  but,  being  cheaper,  heavier 
on  the  water,  and  the  soap  occupying  less  space 
on  the  ship,  it  is  likely  before  long  to  be  gene- 
rally adopted.   


capital  floor  to  the  strains  of  the  Imperial  Guards 
Band  until  nearly  2  a.m.,  the  latter  part  o  the 
evening  being  devoted  to  a  cotillon  in  which  the 
favours  were  remarkably  beautiful.  A  special 
train  carried  home  the  Yokohama  guests,  bring- 
ing to  a  close  one  of  the  most  successtul  balls 
of  the  season.  _____ 

AVE   ATQ.UK  VALE. 

These  beautiful  lines  appear  in  \\\*North  China 
Daily  News,  over  the  signature  "  Ku  Hang 
Miner :" — 

IN  MEMORY  OF  THE  LATE  MR.   H.  BUDLER,  GERMAN 
CONSUL  AT  CANTON. 

Eslebe, 

■wer  sick  tapfer  halt  I 

Goethe's  Faust. 

The  wild  prunes  blossom,  red  and  white, 

In  wint.y  air. 
Heavy  with  o.ange,  in  sun-light, 

t  he  groves  aie  fair. 
The  oearl-like  river,  silent,  sure, 

Glides  to  the  sea  : 
A  spirit,  mutinous  but  pure, 

Sets  itself  free. 
Love,  flowers,  and  music  erst  were  thine, 

Hut  Love,  to  thee 
A  blight  was,  bitter  as  the  brine 

Of  the  salt  sea. 
From  these  thy  noble  spirit  yearned 

Toward  nobler  schemes  : 
Dreams  of  a  nobler  age  returned, 

Alas  !  but  dreams. 
Last  on  the  river-girdled  spot — 

Thy  spacious  home, 
Spacious  but  lone,  for  one  was  not 

I  hat  should  have  come,— 
We  sat  and  tallced  of  modern  creed 

And  ancient  lore  ; 
Of  modern  gospel— gush  and  greed, 

Now  to  the  fore. 
Thy  fervent  hope  it  was  to  join 

I  he  best  with  best ; 
To  brealc  down  the  dividing  line 

Of  East  and  West. 
O  Friend,  albeit  of  alien  race, 

II  or  evermore. 
Shall  be  with  me  thy  noble  face 

l  oo  siclilied  o'er 
With  a  world  sonow  e'en  too  great 

for  thy  great  heart. 
Since  from  us,  who  stiil  serve  and  wait, 

Thou  would'st  depart,— 
farewell  !     Ihe  swift-wheeled  ship  will  bring 

To  thy  far  West 
The  tidings,  while  I,  grieving,  sing 
Thee  to  thy  rest. 


BALL   AT  THE  UNITED  STATES  LEGATION. 

On  Wednesday  evening  His  Excellency  the 
United  Slates  Representative  entertained  a  large 
p7r.y  at  the  Legation  in  Tokyo.  About  three 
hundred  invitations  were  issued,  and  the  great 
popularity  of  the  genial  host  was  evinced  by  an 
exceptionally  numerous  attendance.  Ihe  Lega- 
Uon  ground,  were  brillian.ly  illuminated  and  the 
dancing,  reception,  supper,  and  cards  rooms,  as 
well  as  the  mode  of  ingress  and  egress,  were  so 
happily  arranged  that  every  semblance  of  crush 
or  confusion  was  avoided.  Madame  S.enkiew.cz 
and  Mrs.  Herod  acted  as  hostesses,  and  the 
presence  of  a  number  of  naval  officers  added 
elan  to  the  affair.    Dancing  was  kept  up  011  a 


THE  SENSES  OF  WOMEN. 

The  following  very  interesting  article  appeared 
in  the  Pall  Mall  Budget  of  Nov.  16th  :— 

Thoughtful  and  observant  persons  do  not  need  a  d 
monstraiion  that  the  senses  are  less  keen  in  woman  than 
in  man     Their  own  experience  has  revealed  that  natural 
aw     But  since  we  are  not  all  thoughtful  or  observant,  the 
experiments  of  P  rofessors  Nicholls  and  Browne  are  wel- 
come    The  American  physiologists  have  begun  with  the 
sense  of  smell.    They  took  four  substances  most  strongly 
odoriferous-essence  of  cloves,  of  garlic,  of  lemon,  and 
o.ussic  acid.  Each  of  these  they  diluted  w.th  pure  water  in 
growing  proportion,  filling  a  set  of  bottles  at  every  decree 
of  the  scale,  until  the  last  represented  one  part  of  the  test 
substance  in  two  million  parts  of  water.     I  hen  they  shuffled 
the  bottles,  so  to  speak,  and  called  in  forty-four  men  and 
thirty-eight  women,  chosen  from  various  ranks  of  hte,  an 
young  and  healthy     These  representatives  of  either  sex 
were  instructed  to  rearrange  the  bottles,  guided  by  the 
sense  of  smell,  putting  each  set  of  tinctures  by  itself,  garlic 
with  garlic,  lemon  with  lemon,  and  so  forth.     I  he  vary  ng 
degrees  of  dilution  were  as  rungs  of  a  ladder,  marking  the 
„oint  which  each  individual  attained.      To  put  results 
shortly,  the  women  were  not  in  it.    None  of  them  could 
trace  prussic  acid  beyond  the  dilution  of  twenty  thousand 
parts  to  one,  while  most  of  the  men  traced  it  up  to  a 
hundred  thousand  parts.    Th.ee  of  the  latter  actually 
oassed  the  extreme  limit,  identifying   prussic  acui  at  a 
single  part  in  two  millions.    One  would  think  that  a  nose 
like  that  must  have  scientific  value.    Beyond  a  hundred 
thousand  parts  all  the  women  failed  to  recognize  essence 
of  lemon  ;  all  the  men  detected  it  at  two  hundred  and  titty 
thousand.    This  proportion  represents  their  average  su- 
periority all  round  .  ,  u.—-,. 

We  -hall  be  glad  to  see  the  continuation  of  these 
experiments  Hut  the  result,  as  has  been  said,  is  not 
surprising  so  far.  A  comparison  of  the  senses  of  touch, 
hearing,  sight  will  be  more  interesting.  In  these  points 
also,  man  has  the  advantage  assuredly  under  Nature  s 
laws  There  is  no  need  to  consider  his  intellectual  or 
moral  status  in  contrast  with  those  of  w-.man.  I  he  senses 
belong  to  the  animal  structure  of  humanity,  and  reasoning 
beings  do  not  dispute  that  the  male  is  the  superior  anuria 
But  under  the  conditions  reigning,  it  will  be  a  little  difficult 
to  find  subjects  thoroughly  qualified  to  show  the  natural 
proportion.  The  skin  <f  a  typical  man's  figures  has 
hardened,  by  exercise  or  work,  before  he  gains  his 
full  development.  In  this  generation— however,  it  may 
be  in  the  next— he  has  commonly  studied  more  impairing 
his  sight  proportionately.  loo  often  he  has  not  led 
the  life  which  keeps  the  senses  in  perfect  trim.  Ihe 
feminine  subjects  will  be  apt  to  gain  an  advantage  all 
round  here.  But  it  will  only  enable  them  to  approach  the 
hieher  average  of  man  more  closely  than  they  would  under 
a  fair  competition.  Manufacturers  .  f  dainty  and  fragile 
goods,  sucii  as  the  higher  class  of  porcelain  have  learned 
by  experience  that  the  horny  fingers  of  a  skilled  craftsman 


are  better  suited  for  a  delicate  task  than  those  of  a  girl  in 
the  same  class  of  life.  A  "  lady's"  deft  and  tende.  hand 
may  equal,  or  even,  at  times,  surpass  the  craftsman  s  best 
effort  but  this  is  not  a  just  comparison  ;  her  worn  should 
be  set  beside  that  of  a  "  gentleman,"  which  from  the  nature 
of  things,  is  rarely  possible.  . 

Ihe  fact  is  that  woman  does  not  require  such  keenness 
of  the  senses  as— once  at  least-was  necessary  for  man  ;  if 
nature  granted  it  at  the  beginning  of  things  she  has  gra- 
dually limited  the  boon,  in  her  economical  way.  A  lioness, 
a  she  wolf,  must  take  her  part  in  hunting  for  the  family  ; 
but  there  is  no  race  of  savages  in  which  the  male  does  not 
profess  to  feed  his  children.    Always  the  mother  bides  at 
home,  in  the  senses  at  least  that  she  does  not  range  the 
forest  or  the  veldt  seeking  game  and  adventutes.  Ihe 
utmost  quickness  of  sight  or  heanng  therefore  is  not 
needed,    the  instruments  she  uses  are  very  simple  and 
rough  ;  touch  is  comparatively  undeveloped.    1  he  making 
of  things,  whether  tools,  ornaments,  of  iron  or  gold,  shell 
or  wood,  is  always  men's  work.    In  truth,  nicety  of  the 
senses  on  woman's  part  would  be  a  grave  disadvantage  to 
the  race     It  is  her  lot  to  perform,  without  repugnance,  and 
even  with  pleasure,  a  thousand  functions  against  which 
man  would  revolt     Fancy  those  three  Americans  who  can 
smell  a  drop  of  prussic  acid  in  two  million  parts  of  water 
nursing  young  children  or  dressing  wounds  !    1  hey  wou  d 
be  physically  unable  to  get  through  the  task.    Love  could 
not  sustain  them-it  might  nerve  their  souls  to  persevere 
until  their  bodies  yielded  to  malignant  fever.    But  such  is 
woman's  natural  employment,  and  she  is  mercifully  adapt- 
ed to  it  by  a  certain  comparative  dulness  of  the  senses. 
Everyone  has  heard  the  awful  theory  which  Sir  Kichard 
Burton  devised  to  explain  her  love  of  nursing.    He,  whose 
senses  were  abnormally  acute,  was  unable  to  comprehend 
how  a  human  being  could  willingly  endure  the  horrors  of  a 
hospital  unsustained  by  idigious  devotion,  by  a  cash  pay- 
ment, or  by  scientific  interest.    Not  perce'ving  that  loath- 
some and  hideous  sufferings  are  mercifully  tempe.ed  to  the 
sex  he  looked  for  a  psychological  reason  and  discovered  it 
—in  the  fascination  of  blood  and  cruelty!    having  un- 
earthed this  fine  paradox,  Burton   was  at  no  loss  for 
illustrations.    Ranging  at  his  ease  through  the  ages  and 
the  unive.se,  he  showed  how  savage  woman  always  is  and 
has  been  foremost  in  bloody  rites,  murdering  prisoners, 
and  torturing  victims.    Nor  savage  woman  only.  When 
the  people  take  vengeance,  as  in  peasant  risings,  civil 
wars    or  revolutions  like  the  French,  the  same  horrid 
mania  bursts  out.    The  facts  are  undeniable,  but  they 
belong  to  another  set  of  ideas     Under  a  certain  stress  of 
excitement,  when  popular  frenzy  boils  high  enough,  women 
fall  into  paroxysms  of  hysteria,  and  in  that  state  doubtless 
they  are  capable  of  any  atrocity.    But  those  who  feel  the 
attractions  of  a  nurse's  life,  under  no  special  stimulus  of 
piety  are  not  more  subject  to  hysteria  than  others— prob- 
ably less     They  bear  to  see  horrors  which  man  cannot 
endure  because  they  feel  them  less  acutely     The  scheme  of 
nature,  consistent  as  always,  has  fitted.woman  for  her  duties 
by  blunting  her  animal  perceptions. 

* 

*  * 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  such  an  article 
would  pass  unchallenged.  In  the  next  number 
of  the  same  journal,  we  find  this  clever  re- 
joinder : — 

Sir,— I  have  read  with  interest  your  account  of  the 
results  of  experiments  carried  on  in  New  York  to  test  the 
relative  acuteness  of  the  senses  in  men  and  women.  You 
conclude  from  these  results  that  as  men  can  smell  and 
probably  hear  and  see  better  than  women,  they  are  there- 
fore, physically  more  unfit  to  witness  suffering  and  to 
endure  those  sights  and  sounds  commonly  classed  as 
"  horrors-"    This  argument  leads  naturally  to  the  theory, 
lately  brought  forward,  that  women  are  also  le^s  capable 
of  feeling  physical  pain  than  men  are.    I  think  both  these 
theories  are  wrong,  and  can  easily  be  disproved.    A  dog 
smells  and  hears  better  than  a  man,  but  y  u  will  not, 
therefore,  say  that  he  is  more  alive  to  suffering  in  himselt 
or  others;  hence  it  appears  doubtful  whether  it  is  through 
our  senses  that  we  are  conscious  of  and  can  appreciate  the 
sufferings  of  others,  and  it  seems  more  probable  that  we 
acquire  this  knowledge  trough  our  imagination,  coupled 
with  our  own  experience  of  pain     To  say.  therefore,  that 
women  are  indifferent  to  pain  in  others  is  to  say  that  they 
are  more  or  less  insensible  to  it  themselves.    In  reality, 
bearing  pain  or  witnessing  it  with  fortitude  is  all  a  matter 
of  habit,  will,  and  training.    You  will  see  a  woman  '  nurs- 
ing sick  children,  and  dressing  wounds,"  and  performing 
many  most  disagreeable  domestic  duties  with  cheerful 
equanimity  ;  but  you  will  see  the  sensitive  man  wound  tame 
birds  and  callously  leave  them  to  flap  in  agony  on  the 
ground,  or  take  ihem  up  and  calmly  crush  theirskulls  with 
his  own  teeth— an  operatiou  which  no  woman  rould  witness 
unmoved.  If  "  scientific  interest,  '  "  cash  payments,  and 
"  religious  devotion"  are  sufficient  explanation  for  the 
existence  of  male  docto.s  and  vivisectors,  why  should  they 
not  equally  account  for  the  race  of  women  nurses,  for  the 
same  motives  probably  exist  in  both  cases.    We  women 
who  are  not  nurses  can  no  more  imagine  ourselves  per- 
forming hospital  duty  than  a  man  can,  but  we  realize  that 
the  nurse  does,  not  because  she  is  a  woman  with  blunted 
perceptions  "  or  -  fascination  for  blood  and  cruelty,  but 
because  she-a  human  being,  with  the  same  sensitiveness 
as  vou  or  I— has  overcome  by  self-cont.ol  and  training  the 
natural  repulsion  of  her  senses  to  the  sights  and  sounds 
of  suffering,  in  order  that  she  may  devote  every  power  ot 
her  mind  and  body  to  its  alleviation  and  to  the  comforting 
of  her  fellowmen.    In  these  days  when  English  magistrates 
estimate  a  woman's  sufferings,  as  inflicted  by  a  brutal 
husband,  at  such  a  sum  as  5s  ,  it  is  necessary  that  every 
protest  should  be  made  against  any  theory  which  encourages 
the  comfortable  doctrine  that  women  are  less  sensitive  than 
men.  and  are  less  affected  by  pain  in  themselves  or  others. 
I  am.  Sir,  yours.  &c.  A  Scotchwoman. 


japan's  foreign  commerce. 
A  report  issued  by  the  Taxation  Bureau  of  the 
Department  of  Finance  shows  that  during  the 
twenty-two-year  period  ending  with  1893,  the 
total  outflow  of  specie  from  Japan  was  forty- 
three  million  yen,  the  aggregate  export  of  the 
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precious  metals  having  been  a  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  million ytn,  approximately,  ami  the 
aggregate  import  a  hundred  and  forty-four  and 
a  quarter  millions.  Only  eight  years  of  the 
period— namely  1882,  1883.  1884,  1885,  1888, 
1889,  1 89 1 ,  and  1892 — show  an  excess  in  the 
imports  of  specie  over  the  exports,  the  total  of 
the  excess  being  forty-three  and  a  third  million 
yen,  whereas  the  remaining  fourteen  years  of  the 
period  give  a  total  balance  of  eighty-seven  mil- 
lion yen  on  the  side  of  exports.  These  figures 
will  probably  cause  considerable  uneasiness  to 
some  Japanese  economists,  but  after  all  they 
show  simply  that  the  country  wanted  foreign 
products  more  than  it  wanted  the  money  paid 
for  them. 

THK   CATTLB  PLAGUE. 

The  Cattle  Plague,  writes  the  Mainichi,  ap- 
peared in  this  country  in  September  of  last  year 
with  the  importation  of  live  stock  from  Korea  ; 
first  in  the  prefecture  of  Oita  and  subsequently 
in  Fukuoka,  Wakayama,  Miye,  Kyoto,  Osaka, 
Kanagawa,  and  Tokyo.  Owing  to  the  precau- 
tions taken,  it  did  not  spread  over  the  whole 
country  and  disappeared  after  having  destroyed 
about  3,500  head.  The  Japanese  Live  Stock 
Association,  organized  by  the  most  influential 
stock  owners  and  farmers,  in  addition  to  their 
own  efforts,  petitioned  the  Diet  to  take  strong 
measures  to  suppress  the  disease  and  sent 
experts  to  Korea.  Nevertheless,  the  plague  re- 
appeared in  the  summer  of  this  year;  it  was 
confined  to  the  parts  near  Osaka,  Kyoto,  and 
Miye,  but  was  so  severe  that  by  the  end  of 
November  another  3,500  head  perished,  valued 
at  a  little  less  than  100,000  yen,  In  spite  of  the 
compensation  granted  out  of  the  Treasury  for 
cattle  killed  to  prevent  propagation  of  the 
pest,  the  total  loss,  direct  and  indirect,  incurred 
by  the  people  during  these  two  years,  must  be 
extremely  large.  In  fact,  if  we  consider  the 
interruption  of  business  suffered  by  the  farmers, 
the  disturbance  of  the  market  and  the  totally 
inadequate  compensation  for  some  of  the  more 
valuable  animals,  it  would  be  no  exaggeration  to 
estimate  it  at  above  a  million  yen.  The  loss  will 
be  very  severely  felt  by  farmers  who  have 
lately  begun  to  import  cattle  from  abroad  and 
may  discourage  them  in  this  enterprise.  The 
Mainichi  thinks  that  the  disease  will  probably 
visit  the  country  again  next  year,  and  advises 
determined  measures  for  its  suppression. 


INFANTICIDE   IN  CHINA. 

The  Shansi  correspondent  of  the  North  China 
Daily  News  writes: — In  a  pamphlet  on  The 
Diseases  of  China  (Glasgow,  1877).  on  the 
56th  page,  it  is  stated  :— "  One  thing  is  certain, 
infanticide  does  not  prevail  to  the  extent  so 
generally  believed  among  us;  and  in  the  North, 
whence  Europe  derived  her  ideas  chiefly  from 
the  Jesuits  of  last  century,  it  does  not  exist  at 
all."  This  statement  would  not  be  true  of 
Shansi,  where  the  practice  is  all  too  common. 
It  is  found  that  the  teachers  invariably  deny  its 
existence  until  confronted  by  evidence  such  as 
they  cannot  gainsay.  The  people,  on  the  other 
hand,  readily  admit  that  many  female  infants 
are  thus  treated.  We  not  unfrequently  see 
enough  to  convince  us  that  this  inhuman  habit 
is  at  least  somewhat  prevalent.  Occasionally 
some  tender-hearted  person  takes  compassion 
on  the  poor  little  sufferers  and  rescues  them 
from  the  impending  doom — an  act  which  is  re- 
garded as  peculiarly  virtuous.  An  acquaintance 
of  mine,  a  Chinese,  has  rescued  two  of  these 
little  girls  and  brought  them  up  as  his  own. 


THE   INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MR.  WILLIS. 

Accompanying  the  President's  Message  to  Con- 
gress was  a  document  which  seems  to  have 
excited  much  more  interested  than  the  Message 
itself :  it  was  a  copy  of  the  instructions  issued 
by  the  Department  of  State  to  Mr.  Willis,  the 
United  States  Representative  in  Honolulu  : — 
Mr  Gresham  to  Mr.  Willis, 
department  of  state,  washington, 

October  181I1,  180-?. 

[No.  2,  confidential.] 

Sir,— Supplementing  the  general  instructions 
which  you  have  received  with  regard  to  your  official 


duties,  it  is  m  i  ess, n  y  to  communicate  to  yon,  in 
confidence,  special  instructions  foi  youi  guidance, 
in  so  far  as  concerns  the  1  elation  of  ilie  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates  toward  the  de  facto  Go 
veinment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Tlie  President 
deems  it  Ills  duty  to  withdraw  from  the  Senate  the 
treaty  of  annexation  which  has  been  signed  by  the 
Seci  el  a  1  y  of  Slate  and  the  agents  of  the  Pi  o  vision  a  I 
Government,  and  to  despatch  a  trusted  represeu 
tative  to  Hawaii  to  impartially  investigate  the  causes 
ol  the  so-called  1  evolution  and  ascei  tain  and  1  epoi  t 
die  true  situation  in  those  islands.    This  informa 
tion   was  needed  ihe  belter  to  enable  the  Piesi 
dent  to  discharge  a  delicate  and  important  public 
duty.    The  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Blount,  of 
which  you  are  furnished  with  a  copy,  point  out  a 
line  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  him  in  his  official 
lelalions  on    the  islands,  by  which   you   will  be 
guided,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  and  not  in 
consistent  with  what  is  herein  contained. 

It  remains  to  acquiaut  you  wilh  the  Piesident's 
conclusion  upon  the  facts  embodied  in  Mr.  Blount 
reports  and  to  diiect  your  course  in  accordance 
therewith.  The  Provisional  Govei  nment  was  not 
established  by  the  Hawaiian  people  01  with  their 
consent  or  acquiescence  ;  nor  has  it  since  existed 
witli  their  consent.  The  Queen  refused  to  sui- 
lender  her  poweis  to  the  Provisional  Government 
until  convinced  that  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  had  recognized  it  as  the  de  facto 
authority  and  would  suppoit  and  defend  it 
with  the  military  foice  of  the  United  States 
and  that  resistance  would  precipitate  a  bloody 
conflict  wilh  the  foice.  She  was  advised  and 
assuied  by  her  Ministers  and  by  the  leaders  of 
the  movement  for  the  oveithiow  of  her  Govern 
ment  that  if  she  surrendered  under  protest  her 
case  would  afterwards  be  fairly  consideied  by 
the  Piesidentof  the  United  Slates.  The  Queen 
finally  wisely  yielded  to  the  armed  foices  of 
the  United  States  then  quaitered  in  Honolulu, 
lelying  upon  the  good  faith  and  honour  of  the 
President,  when  informed  of  what  had  occuried, 
to  undo  the  action  of  the  Minister,  and  reinstate 
her  and  the  authority  which  she  claimed  as  the 
constitutional  sovereign  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

After  a  patient  examination  of  Mi.  Blount's  re- 
potts,  the  President  is  satisfied  that  the  movement 
against  the  Queen,  if  not  instigated,  was  en- 
couraged and  supported  by  the  representative  of 
this  Govei  nment  at  Honolulu;  that  he  promised  in 
advance  to  aid  her  enemies  in  an  effoi  t  to  over- 
throw the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  to  set  up  by  foice 
a  new  Government  in  its  place,  and  that  he  kept 
ihis  promise  by  causing  a  detachment  of  tioops  lo 
be  landed  from  the  Boston  on  the  161I1  of  Januai  y, 
and  by  recognizing  the  Provisional  Govei  nment 
the  nexl  day,  when  it  was  loo  feeble  to  defend  itself, 
and  the  constitutional  Government  was  able  to 
successfully  maintain  its  authority  against  any 
threatening  foice  other  than  that  of  the  United 
States  aheady  landed. 

The  President  has  therefore  determined  that  he 
will  not  send  back  to  the  Senate,  for  its  action 
111  ereon,  the  treaty  which  he  withdrew  from  that 
body  lor  further  consideration  on  the  ninth  day  of 
March  last. 

On  your  arrival  at  Honolulu  you  will  take  ad 
vantage  of  an  early  opportunity  to  inform  the 
Queen  of  this  detei  minalion,  making  known  tohei 
the  President's  sincei  e  regiet  that  the  repiehen 
sible  conduct  of  the  Amei  ican  Minister,  and  the 
unaulhoi  ized  presence  on  land  of  a  militai  y  force 
of  the  United  Stales  obliged  her  to  surrender  her 
sovereignty  for  the  time  being  and  rely  on  the 
justice  of  this  Government  lo  undo  the  flagrant 
wrong. 

You  will,  however,  at  the  same  time,  inform  the 
Queen  thai,  when  reinstated,  the  Piesident  expects 
that  she  will  pursue  a  magnanimous  course  by 
granting  full  amnesty  lo  all  who  participated  in 
the  movement  against  her,  including  persons  who 
ai  e  or  have  been,  officially  or  otherwise,  connected 
with  the  Provisional  Govei  nment,  depiiving  them 
of  no  light  or  piivilege  which  they  enjoyed  before 
the  so-called  revolution.  All  obligations  cieated 
by  the  Provisional  Govei  nment  in  due  course  of 
administration  should  be  assumed. 

Having  secured  the  Queen's  agieement  to 
puisue  this  wise  and  humane  policy,  which,  it  is 
believed,  you  will  speedily  obtain,  you  will  then 
advise  the  Executive  of  the  Piovisional  Govern 
ment  and  his  Ministeis  of  the  President's  determi- 
nation of  the  question  which  their  action  and  those 
of  the  Queen  devolved  upon  him,  and  that  they 
are  expected  to  promptly  relinquish  toiler  hereon- 
stilulional  authority. 

Should  the  Queen  decline  to  puisne  the  liberal 
course  suggested,  or  should  the  Provisional  Go- 
vernment refuse  lo  abide  by  the  Piesident's  de- 
cision, you  will  report  the  facts  and  await  further 
dii  eclions. 

In  cairying  out  these  general  instructions  you 
will  be  guided  laigely  by  your  own  good  judg- 


ment in  dealing  wilh  the  delicate  situation.  I 
am,  sii,  your  obedieut'sei  vanl , 

W.  Q.  Grksham. 

[Enclosure,  Mr.  Gresham  10  Mi.  Blount,  com* 
fideiilial  instructions,  Maich  nth,  1893]. 

On  Nov.  24  Secretary  Gieshain  telegraphed 
Minister  Willis  as  follows  : — 

"The  brevity  and  uncertainty  of  youi  telegiams 

are  embarrassing,  You  will  insist  upon  amnesty 
and  recognition  of  obligations  of  the  Piovisional 
Government  as  essential  conditions  of  restoration. 
All  interests  will  be  promoted  by  piompt  action.1' 

The  next  telegram  to  Minister  Willis  from  Sec- 
retary Gieshain  is  dated  December  3rd.  It  leads 
as  follows  : — 

"  Your  dispatch,  which  was  answeied  by  steamer 
on  the  251I1  of  November,  seems  to  call  foi  addi- 
tional instructions.  Should  the  Queen  icfuse 
assent  lo  the  wiilten  conditions,  you  will  at  once 
inform  her  that  the  Piesident  will  cease  inter- 
position in  her  behalf,  and  that  while  he  deems 
it  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  1 estore  to  the  Sove- 
reign the  constitutional  Government  of  the  islands, 
his  further  effoits  in  that  direction  will  depend 
upon  the  Queen's  unqualified  agieement  that 
all  obligations  Cieated  by  the  Piovisional  Go- 
vernment in  a  proper  com  se  of  administration  shall 
be  assumed,  and  upon  such  pledges  by  her  as  will 
prevent  the  adoption  of  any  measures  of  piosecu- 
tion  or  punishment  for  what  has  been  done  in  the 
past  by  those  setting  up  or  supporting  the  Provi 
sional  Govei  nment.  The  President  feels  that  by 
our  original  inteifeience  and  what  followed  we 
have  incurred  responsibilities  to  the  whole  Hawai- 
ian community,  and  it  would  not  be  just  to  put 
one  pai  ly  at  Ihe  mercy  of  the  other. 

Should  the  Queen  ask  whether,  if  she  accedes 
to  conditions,  active  slrps  will  be  taken  by  the 
United  Slates  to  effect  her  restoration  or  to  main- 
tain her  authority  thereafter,  you  will  say  that  the 
President  cannot  use  force  without  theauthoiity 
of  Congress. 

"Should  the  Queen  accept  conditions,  and  the 
Provisional  Govei  nment  refuse  to  suuendei,  you 
will  be  governed  by  previous  instructions.  If  the 
Piovisional  Govei  nment  asks  whether  the  United 
States  will  hold  the  Queen  to  fulfilment  of  stipulat- 
ed conditions,  you  will  say  that  the  Piesident, 
acting  under  dictates  of  honour  and  duty,  as  he 
has  done  in  endeavouring  to  effect  restoration,  will 
do  all  in  his  constitutional  power  lo  cause  obser- 
vance of  the  conditions  he  has  imposed." 

THE  LATE  CONSUL-GENERAL  JONES. 

Wk  take  this  from  a  San  Francisco  journal 
dated  December  17th  : — "  The  remains  of 
Alfred  D.  Jones,  American  Consul-General  at 
Shanghai,  were  brought  in  to-day  by  the  steamer 
Rio  Janeiro.  Jones  became  insane  in  Shanghai, 
and  it  was  determined  to  remove  him  to  Ame- 
rica. Soon  after  the  steamer  sailed  he  became 
violent  and  dangerous.  He  was  manacled  after 
a  desperate  fight  in  his  cabin,  in  which  he  was 
cut  and  disfigured.  He  raved  incessantly  for 
seven  days,  when  death  ended  his  sufferings. 
Jones's  mania  was  due  to  disappointment  in  a 
love  affair  at  his  home  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  He 
was  attended  by  two  marines  from  the  Mono- 
cacy.  His  body  was  embalmed  and  will  be 
shipped  to  Raleigh.    His  age  was  48." 


WATER  IN  HONGKONG. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  sums  of  money 
expended  by  the  Government  of  Hongkong  in 
order  to  obtain  water,  the  supply  in  the  Crown 
Colony  seems  to  be  lamentably  deficient.  At 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Board,  Mr. 
Francis  was  prepared  with  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  5 
gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day  is,  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  a  wholly  inadequate 
allowance  of  water  in  this  climate,"  &c.  In 
view  of  the  small  attendance  at  the  meeting  the 
consideration  of  Mr.  Francis'  motion  was  post- 
poned. Remembering  the  outcry  in  Yokohama 
last  summer,  when  the  water  was  stopped  during 
a  portion  of  the  night,  we  wonder  what  would  be 
said  if  Yokohama  had  been  supplied  with  "  five 
gallons  per  head  per  day."  During  this  period, 
if  we  take  August  (31  days),  we  find  that  the 
quantity  of  water  supplied  by  the  Yokohama 
Waterworks  was  54,260,270  gallons,  the  popula- 
tion that  month  receiving  water  from  the  works 
being  103,784=16  86  gallons  per  head  per  diem. 

A  DIARY  AND  ALMANAC. 

In  previous  years  we  have  alluded  at  this  season 
to  the  Imperial  English  and  Chinese  Diary 
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and  Almanac,  which  seems  to  us  an  ideal 
book  for  the  use  of  folks  in  the  East.  It 
is  prefaced  by  a  mass  of  information  service- 
able alike  to  the  merchant  and  the  private  in- 
dividual ;  its  diary  is  ample  and  conveniently 
spaced  ;  it  has  portions  for  memoranda  of  things 
lent,  for  cash  accounts,  for  a  register  of  cor- 
respondence, for  names  and  addresses,  for 
memos  and  for  reminders,  and  altogether  it  is 
just  such  a  book  as  should  convert  the  most 
disorderly  of  persons  into  a  paragon  of  order 
and  method.  We  do  not  see  how  the  old-estab- 
lished Letts'  Diary  can  compete  successfully  with 
such  a  volume  even  in  conservative  circles. 


THE  VENERABLE   ARCHDEACON  SHAW. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  almost  the  whole  British 
community  of  Tokvo  assembled  at  the  British 
Legation,   by  invitation   of   H.B.M.'s  Charge 
d 'Affaires,  Mr.  M.  de  Btinsen,  to  bid  faiewell 
to  the  Venerable  Aichdeacon  Shaw,  Honorary 
Chaplain  of  the  Legation,  and  Mrs.  Shaw,  who, 
with  their  family,  are  about  to  proceed  to  Eng- 
land for  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years.  The 
Archdeacon,  during  his  long  sojourn  of  twenty- 
two  years  in  the  Japanese  capital,  has  won  the 
respect  and  affection  of  all  his  fellow-country- 
men, as  well  as  of  an  immense  circle  of  Japan- 
ese,  and   he   carries   away  -with  him  the  most 
earnest  wishes  for  his  happiness  and  prosperity. 
In  connection  with  his  return  to  England  on 
leave   of   absence,    the  British  community  of 
Tokyo    had    an    opportunity   of  showing  its 
sentiments  towards  hi  in    by  subscribing  to  a 
testimonial.    Most  liberal  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  occasion,  so  that,  despite  the  paucity  of 
the  Bi'uish  residents  of  the  capital,  it  was  found 
possible  to  present  the  Aichdeacon  with  a  well- 
filled  purse,  which  was  the  form  that  the  testi- 
monial eventually  took.    It  would  be  idle  to 
attempt  to  speak  adequately  of  the  noble  work 
of  untiring  benevolence  and  charity  accomplish- 
ed by  the  Archdeacon  and  Mrs.  Shaw  during 
their  long  residence  in  Tokyo.  They  have  done 
as  much  as  it  was  possible  to  do  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity,  and  for  the  sake  of  that  cause  we 
heartily  hope  that  their  return  to  the  scene  of 
their  labours  will  not  be  far  distant. 

* 

The  Archdeacon  and  Mrs.  Shaw  left  Tokyo 
on  Friday  the  19th  instant,  by  the  train  starting 
from  Shimbashi  Station  at  2.20  p.m. 


general.  Mr.  Summers,  however,  preferred  the 
enjoyment  of  a  grievance  to  his  own  reputation 
for  manliness,  and  lie  had  a  right  to  choose  as 
he  pleased.  The  case  is  different,  however, 
with  Archdeacon  Shaw,  and  we  most  strongly 
protest  against  the  wretched  hysteria  which  for  the 
sake  of  constructing  a  sensational  phrase  makes 
faint-hearted  cravens  of  English  gentlemen. 

PASSPORTS  DURING  1892. 

The  Kihin-kai,  an  association  the  origin  and 
objects  of  which  have  already  been  described  in 
these  columns,  reports  that,  according  to  its 
investigations,  the  total  number  of  passports 
issued  last  year  by  the  Foreign  Office  was 
6,806,  of  which  a  classification  is  given  in  the 
table  printed  below  according  to  nationality, 
sex,  and  time  of  travel.  It  appears  from  the 
table,  that  the  greatest  number  of  passports  are 
taken'  out  for  six.  three,  two,  and  one  month  and 
two  weeks.  From  the  point  of  view  of  nation- 
ality, passports  for  Americans  are  generally  for 
six  months,  those  for  British  subjects,  three 
months,  and  those  for  Germans,  two  months. 
Further,  about  one  half  of  the  total  number  of 
passports  taken  out  were  for  periods  of  six  or 
five  months,  and  about  one  third  for  three  or 
two  months.  It  may  therefore  be  inferred  that 
the  average  time  of  sojourn  in  Japan  for  each 
passport-holder  was  a  hundred  days,  and  assum- 
ing that  the  expenditure  was  at  the  rate  of  5  yen 
a  day,  it  results  that  the  total  sum  left  in  the 
country  by  foreign  tourists  was  over  three  mil- 
lion yen.  In  this  estimate,  however,  no  allow- 
ance is  made  for  purchases  of  objects  of  art,  a 
factor  which  would  doubtless  greatly  swell  the 
aggregate,  could  it  be  investigated  : — 


We  are  requested  by  the  Venerable  Archdea- 
con Shaw  to  deny  most  emphatically  that  his  de- 
parture from  Japan  is  the  result  of  persecution 
and  rudeness  to  which  he  has  been  subjected 
by  the  Japanese.     Mr.  Shaw's  trip  to  England 
was  arranged  three  months  ago,  and  has  no 
tiling  whatever  to  do  with  the  events  recently 
noticed  in  the  press.     Moreover,  he  has  not 
been  subjected  to  persecution  of  any  kind.  The 
assault  committed   upon  him  by   a  drunken 
Japanese  was  not  in  any  sense  personal.  It 
might  have  occurred  to  any  one  in  any  country 
where  intoxicated  folks  forget  the  proprieties 
of  life.  We  have  Mr.  Shaw's  authority  for  saying 
that  lie  lias  never  received  anything  but  the 
greatest  kindness  from  the  Japanese,  and  that 
while  he  counts  among  them  numbers  of  earnest 
sincere  friends,  he  cannot  point  to  a  single 
enemy.    To  this  we  may  he  permitted  to  add 
on  our  own  account  that  no  condemnation  can 
be  too  str  .ng  for  an  English  journalist  who  so 
grossly  maligns  his  countrymen  as  to  represent 
them  flying  before  every  paltry  danger.    It  is 
not  the  habit  of  Englishmen  to  turn  their  backs 
at  the  least  symptom  of  peril,  and  if  to  have 
one's  coat  pulled  by  an  inebriated  citizen  suf- 
ficed to  drive  a  British  subject  out  of  Japan, 
there  would  long  ago  have  ceased  to  be  any 
such  things  as  foreign  communities  or  foreign 
settlements  in  this  empire.    The  construction 
put  upon  the  Summers  affair  three  years  ago 
was  sufficiently  miserable  and  humiliating.  Mr. 
Summers  may  have  hastened    his  previously 
planned  departure  to  avoid  an  interview  with 
an   importunate  young  reformer,  but  to  pro- 
claim   that    he    fled    from    Japan   because  a 
solitary  soshi  sought  a  discussion  with  him, 
was  a  libel,   we  trust,  upon    Mr.  Summers, 
and  was  certainly  an  insult  to  Englishmen  in 
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OBITUARY. 

Thfre  passed  away  recently  in  Tokyo  a  noble- 
man credited  with  having  given  the  initiative  to 
the  movement  that  culminated  in  the  Restora- 
tion Baron  Tsuji  was  born  in  July,  1823,  at 
Hiroshima  in  Aki.  His  family,  hereditary  re- 
tainers of  the  feudal  chief  of  Aki,  enjoyed 
a  revenue  of  1,200  koku  of  rice.  At  the  tune  of 
the  first  advent  of  an  envoy  from  the  United 
Slates,  he  formed  a  project,  in  conjunction  with 
some  prominent  retainers  of  the  House  of  Asa- 
no  to  reorganize  the  administration  of  the  Aki 
fief  his  idea  being  to  coirectits  temporizing  and 
weak  policy.  Frustrated  in  this  attempt,  he  was 
deprived  of  office.  In  1862,  however,  he  again 
began  to  become  a  prominent  figure,  111  conse- 
quence of  his  enthusiastic  espousal  of  the  then 
prevalent  doctrine  "  Loyally  to  the  Throne  and 
expulsion  of  the  alien.  The  Kyoto  Regent, 
Prince  Konoye,  entrusted  him  with  an  import- 
ant mission  to  the  Asano  chief,  and  he  managed 


this   matter  so  adroitly  that  he  was  rewarded 
with  promotion   to   the   position   of  principal 
councillor  to  the  Government  of  the  fief.  This 
honour  did  not,   however,   secure  him  against 
further  political  trouble.    When  the  second  ex- 
pedition  was    despatched    by    the  Tokugawa 
against  Choshu,  the  Aki  Daimyo  strongly  con- 
demned  the   measure,   and  his  attitude  of  op- 
position being  attributed  to  the  advice  of  his 
chief  councillor,  the  latter  was  ordered  to  go 
into  confinement  in   his  own  Yashihi.  This 
command   caused   so  much  excitement  among 
the  youthful  retainers  of  Asano,  that  Ogasawara 
Iki-no-kami,  who  had  conveyed  the  Shogun's 
mandate    and    who   was  still  slaying   in  Iki, 
thought  it  prudent  to  effect  his  escape  during 
the  night.    Mr.  Tsuji  was  at  once  released 
from  confinement.    It  was  at  that  lime  that  he 
exerted  himself  conspicuously  to  promote  the 
cause  of  the  Restoration,   communicating  his 
ideas  on  the  subject  to  Komatsu  Tatewaki  and 
Saigo  Kichinosuke  (the  elder  Saigo)  of  Satsuma. 
Their  programme  gradually  took  the  form  of  a 
combination  between  the  three  great  clans  of 
Satsuma,  Choshu,  and  Tosa,  and  in  October, 
1867,  Baron  Tsuji  together  with  some  influential 
retainers  of  Satsuma  and  Choshu,  had  a  meet- 
ing with  two  prominent  court  nobles,  Mr.  (now 
Count)  Nakayama  and  the  late  Prince  Iwakui  a, 
to  whom  the  resolutions  adopted   by  the  three 
clans  were  shown,  and  a  complete  understanding 
was  elaborated.  The  main  feature  of  the  project 
was  that  the  late  Emperor  Komei  should  be 
removed  to  Hiroshima  and  that  an  expedition 
should  be  set  in  motion  against  the  Shoguu. 
A  few  days  later,  the  Tokugawa  Regent  sum- 
moned the  principal  retainers   of  the  leading 
clans  to  the  castle  of  Nijo,  in  Kyoto,  in  order 
that,  they  might  express  their  opinions  on  the 
subjects  then  engrossing  public  attention.  The 
Shoguu  himself  sat  within  hearing  of  the  dis- 
cussion, and  after  a  time  invited  Tsuji,  Komatsu 
Tatewaki,  and  Goto  Shojiro  (now  Count  Goto) 
to  his  side,  and  asked  them  to  propound  their 
views.     They  urged  him  in  the  strongest  terms 
to  surrender  the  administrative  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Sovereign,  and  this  advice,  sub- 
sequently supported  by  more  cogent  methods, 
must  be  credited  with  having  contributed  largely 
to  the  Restoration,  which  soon  became  an  ac- 
complished fact.    Mr.  Tsuji  filled   many  im- 
portant  posts   in   the   Administration,  and  in 
1890,  in  consideration  of  his 'meritorious  ser- 
vices, he  received  a  patent  of  nobility  as  well  as 
the  Third  Class  Order  of  the  Rising  Sun.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  72.    Not  long  before  his 
decease,  the  Imperial  Court  selected  seventeen 
men  who  had  conspicuously  aided  in  bringing 
about  the  Restoration,  and  Baron  Tsuji  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  his  name  placed  high 

17  among  them. 
14  * 

*  * 

During  the  same  week  that  saw  Baron  Tsuji's 
death,  the  Japanese  army  lost  a  very  promising 
young  officer  in  Captain  Hanajima  Hanichiro, 
of  the  Cavalry.  Graduated  at  the  Shikan  Gakko 
in  1883,  he  was  shortly  afterwards  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Fiance  for  the  purpose  of  prosecut- 
ing his  studies,  and  there  he  remained  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  finishing  the  subaltern  courses 
at  the  Cavalry  School  and  serving  in  the  field. 
When  Piince  Komatsu  visited  France,  the  young- 
officer  was  attached  to  his  retinue,  and  travelled 
with  His  Imperial  Highness  in  Germany  and 
Austria,  returning  to  Japan  in  1888  When  the 
School  of  Equitation  was  established,  he  became 
one  of  its  staff,  and/  many  useful  reforms  stand  to 
his  credit.  An  ardent  lover  of  the  horse,  the 
improvement  of  the  Japan  breed  was  always  a 
cherished  object  with  him,  and  in  pursuit  of  it 
he  published  several  brochures,  translated  and 
original.  Last  year  he"  was  attacked  by  symp- 
toms that  ultimately  took  the  form  of  paralysis 
of  the  heart,  and  he  died  at  the  early  age  of 
thitty-three — one  of  the  yaku  doshi  of  men's 
lives  in  Japan. 


THE  "  PKKSONN  EL  "  OF  THE  NAVY.  _ 

THE  Hochi  Shimbun  has  an  interesting  article 
on  the  personnel  of  the  Navy.  Setting  out  with 
the  axiom  that  the  efficiency  of  a  navy  depends 
above  all  things  on  its  personnel,  our  contem- 
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porarv  contends  that  so  long  as  the  present 
method  ot  recruiting  for  the  Navy  remains  in 
force,  11  is  hopeless  to  expect  thai  the  ships  will 
be  properly  manned.  The  fault  of  the  method 
is  thai  the  whole  management  and  division  of 
conscripts  are  entrusted  to  the  Army  Depart- 
ment, with  the  natural  result  that  the  best  men 
are  selected  for  the  land  forces,  the  inferior  only 
being  assigned  to  the  ships.  So  at  least  the 
Hochi  asserts,  though  the  statement  is  hard  to 
credit.  The  Naval  Authorities,  we  read,  find- 
ing it  impossible  to  obtain  a  really  effective 
personnel  in  such  a  manner,  have  tried  the  plan 
of  voluntary  enlistment,  but  cannot  by  that 
means  secure  sufficient  numbers.  In  fact,  the 
public  is  assured  by  our  contemporary  that  all 
branches  of  the  Navy  arc  under-manned,  and 
that,  in  the  event  of  an  emergency,  great  em- 
barrassment would  be  felt.  Nor  is  there  much 
hope  of  a  change  for  the  belter  until  steps  ate 
taken  to  render  service  on  board  ship  more 
popular.  A  sailor's  life  is  incomparably  harder 
than  a  soldier's,  in  time  of  peace,  yet  the  pay  of 
the  former  is  no  batter  than  that  of  the  latter, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  treatment  of  the  men  on 
board  ship  is  often  very  strict,  if  not  severe.  In 
short,  there  is  nothing  to  tempt  recruits  for  the 
Navy,  and  much  to  deter  them. 


THK  DANGERS  OK  ANXIETY. 

Thk  following  extract  from  a  private  letter  tells 
a  quaint  story: — "We  have  just  heard  an 
amusing  illustration  of  the  effects  of  maternal 
anxiety.  A  young  English  artist,  named  Studd, 
was  staying  in  Barcelona  at  the  lime  when  the 
bomb  was  thrown  in  the  theatre,  causing  such 
loss  of  life.  His  mother  jumped  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  had  gone  to  the  play  that  night,  and 
might  be  one  of  the  victims.  She  rushed  to  the 
Foreign  Office,  insisted  on  seeing  Lord  Rose- 
bery  himself,  and  worked  on  his  compassion 
to  send  an  enquiry  as  to  her  son's  fate.  He  tele- 
graphed accordingly  to  the  English  Consulate, 

Enquire  about  ~tudd,  a  young  !•  nglishman,  now  resident 
in  Barcelona, 

He  leceived  two  reolies  in  quick  succession  : — 

No.  1  — -t'.dd  has  been  traced,  and  will  be  carefully 
watched 

N.i.  1  — Studd  has  been  arrested,  and  is  now  safe  under 
lock  and  Uey. 

This  was  soon  followed  by  No.  3,  from  Studd 
himself : — 

Owing  to  your  confounded  telegram  I  have  been  in  pri- 
son for  twenty-four  hours. 


INJUNCTION  TO  STUDENTS. 

The  Department  of  Education  has  found  it 
necessary  to  issue  another  injunction  to  students 
in  all  the  public  schools  throughout  the  em- 
pire.   It  runs  as  follows  : — 

1.  To  hol  t  teachers  in  veneration  and  to  respect  elders 
is  a  fundamental  principle  of  moral  education.  Should 
this  habit  of  mind  be  wanting,  a  tendency  to  self  conceit 
and  insubordination  is  r-.pi.ily  developed,  defealing  the 
objects  contemplated  in  scholastic  teaching.  Directors 
and  instructors  in  schools  should  spare  no  pains  to  give 
prominence  to  this  point  in  the  dischaige  of  their  duties. 

2.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  students  to  combine  to  the 
number  of  three  or  upwards  for  the  purpose  of  seeUing  an 
inte.  view  or  with  a  di.  ector  or  an  instructor  to  submit  their 
vi  ws  to  elicit  an  expression  of  opinion. 

3  Mu.ients  who,  organizing  a  league,  commit  acts  of 
insubordination,  attempt  to  intimidate  a  teacher  or  director 
obstruct  the  course  of  study  at  school,  or  decline  to  obev 
the  instructions  of  a  teacher  or  di, ector,  shall  be  punished 
by  suspension  from  attendance  at  school  fur  a  period  of 
not  less  than  one  wee  <  and  not  more  than  one  year  or 
by  expulsion  Students  who  have  hern  expelled  from  a 
school  shall  not  be  allowe  I  to  re-ente.  the  same  school 
without  the  special  permission  uf  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Education. 

4-  The  above  regulations  shall  be  substituted  for  those  of 
a  similar  nature  issued  in  ,SSj  which  are  lieieby  abolished. 
* 

*  * 

In  one  respect  the  above  instructions  are 
more  lenient  than  those  for  which  they  are  sub- 
stituted. The  regulations  0*1883  weie  fiamed 
upon  the  lines  of  those  enforced  in  England: 
they  provided  that  any  student  expelled  from  a 
public  school  should  be  liable  thereafter  to  be 
ineligible  for  entering  any  public  school  what- 
ever. But  this  wholesome  provision  was  vir- 
tually a  dead  letter:  we  do  not  recall  a  single 
1  1  stan ce  of  its  enforcement,  and  the  Minister 
ol  Education  has  probably  concluded  that 
such  severe  measures  are  not  in  harmony 
With  the  spirit  of  the  time.  We  think 
it  exceedingly  unfortunate   that  his  decision 


should  have  been  in  that  sense.  One  of  the 
most  flagrant  evils  of  the  time  in  Japan  is 
insubordination  amongst  students  in  Middle 
Schools.  Numerous  instances  are  on  record 
where  ten  or  twenty  resolute  lads  have  obtained 
complete  mastery  of  a  school  by  a  sufficient 
display  of  bluster  and  obstinacy.  Those  best 
acquainted  with  educational  questions  in  Japan 
trace  the  source  of  this  evil  to  the  same  poison 
that  infects  so  many  phases  of  Japanese  life  at 
present,  namely,  politics.  Local  Officials  hold 
the  members  of  Local  Assemblies  in  such  ex- 
cessive respect  that  they  shrink  from  meting 
out  any  adequate  punishment  to  the  sons  or 
brothers  of  the  latter  in  connection  with  acts  ol 
inscholastic  insubordination.  Teachers  are  left 
to  shift  for  themselves  as  best  they  can,  and, 
although  unfurnished  with  means  to  enforce 
discipline,  are  held  responsible  for  its  enfoice- 
ment.  Such  as  is  the  attitude  of  the  Central 
Government  towards  the  Diet,  such  also  is  the 
attitude  of  Local  Officials  towards  Local  As- 
semblies. In  the  schools  soshi  are  educated  to 
maintain  the  reign  of  intimidation,  and  in  the 
Diet  combinations  are  formed  to  establish  the 
sway  of  unreason. 

THE   ORIGIN  OF  THE  ESCORT  STORY. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  has  instituted  in- 
quiries on  this  subject,  and  has  found  that  the 
canard  about  a  mounted  escort  for  the  Foreign 
Representatives  originated  in  the  fact  that  the 
French  Minister  was  attended  on  the  occa- 
sion in  question,  as  he  has  always  been  attended 
on  such  occasions,  by  two  men  on  horseback, 
who  are  provided  at  the  French  Legation  for 
State  occasions.  Our  contemporary  asserts  that 
it  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  take  any 
serious  notice  of  the  story  when  it  appeared  in 
"a  certain  paper,"  because  it  was  incredible  on 
the  face  of  it,  and  also  because  that  paper  is 
distinguished  for  carelessness  in  collecting  in- 
formation. It  would  have  continued  to  let  the 
matter  alone  had  it  not  been  for  the  prominence 
given  to  it  by  the  local  English  journals. 

YANGCHOW. 

A  city  more  than  4,000  years  old,  yet  still 
flourishing.  That  is  something  for  lovers  of  the 
antique  to  discuss.  Its  name  is  Yangchow,  and 
it  is,  of  course,  Chinese.  Where  else  could 
we  expect  to  find  anything  so  hoary  ?  Here  is  an 
interesting  account  of  it  from  the  pen  of  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  North  China  Daily  News  : 

Yangchow  is  a  city,  situated  on  the  Grand  Canal, 
in  the  province  of  Kiangsu,  and  at  a  distance  of  ten' 
miles  from  the  Yangtze,  where  the  Grand  Canal  from 
Peking  enters  the  river,  about  one  and  a   half  miles 
above  Chinkiang.    An  increasing  activity  among  the 
boats,  and  the  throngs  on  the  roads  and  by  ways, 
betokened  our  approach  lo  Yangchow,  and  presently, 
on  rounding  a  bend  in  the  Canal,  we  came  in  view  of 
a  pagoda  and  beyond  it,  the  walls  of  the  city.  The 
pagoda  stands  near  the  bank  of  the  Canal,  and  is 
evidently  of  great  antiquity.    Ii  is  seven  stories  high, 
— each  story  about  twenty  feet,  and  you  can  see  that 
it  was  once  encircled  with  balustrades  on  every  story. 
I  hese  balustrades  have  long  since  fallen  away,  and 
the  whole  edifice  bears  evidence  of  slow  decay.  It 
apparently  affords  now  only  a  habitation  for  pigeons 
and  other  birds  which  were  seen  in  countless  numbers, 
resting  upon  or  flying  about  it.     No  one  of  whom  I 
enquired  had  any  knowledge  or  tradition  as  to  when 
this  pagoda  had  been  built     It  had  stood  there,  they 
all  knew,  time  out  of  mind,  and  it  looked  it  We 
landed  from  our  boat  under  the  walls  of  the  city  near 
a  massive  gate  way,  which  is  flanked  on  each  side  by 
a  round  tower  pierced  with  loop-holes.    The  walls 
are  of  stone  and  brick  work,  20  feet  deep,  jo  feei 
high,  crenelated,  and  in   good   preservation.  They 
answered   the   purpose,  no   doubt,  when   they  were 
built,  as  a  defence  against  light  horsemen,  bows  and 
arrows,  lances  and  catapults.     I  could  not  learn  the 
extent  of  the  walls,  and  the  city  is  far  flat   that  I 
was  enabled  to  get  only  a  partial  view  of  it.  Yang 
chow  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of  the  great  cities  of 
China.     It  is  alleged  by  tradition  to  have  been  built 
in  the  Hia  dynasty,  2205  BC     In  the  Han  dynasty, 
A  D.,  2s,  it  was    known   as  Ki.mg-to.     Liter   it  was 
called  Ki angning.     In  the  Sui  dynasly,  a.d.,  589,  it 
acquired  the  name  of  Yangchow,  which  it  now  bears 
Like  all  the  cities  in  the  region  of  the  Yangtze,  it 
suffered  much  in  the  Taiping  rebellion,  but  has  nearly 
recovered    its    former    prosperity.      Phe  celebrated 
Venetian  traveller  Marco  Polo  relates  in  his  wonderful 
book  ,.f  travels,  that  the  great  Kublai  Khan  appointed 
him  to  be  the  governor  of  this  city,  and  that  he  resided 
here  three  years.     Phis  was  in   a.d.  128/.     His  de- 
scription of  the  city  is  meagre,  like  most  of  his  de. 
scriptions,  but  what  there  is  of  it  can  be  recognised, 


and  local  tradition  quite  uphold*  the  narrative  of  the 
traveller.  It  n,.w  h  .s  a  population  .,f  between  ftoo.OOO 
and  700,000  souls,  and  is  the  rani-fence  of  many 
wealthy  mandarins  and  retired  officials  and  is  ac- 
counted by  all  China  as  a  pleasure  city.  Ii  has  ;,|,v;iyS 
been  noted  for  its  beautiful  women,  and  furnishes 
Concubines  to  the  nobles  of  the  realm. 

It  was  an  li.nperor  of  the  Sui  dynasty,  a.d  615 
who  made  the  city  famous  as  a  resoit  for  pleasure,' 
which  it  has  since  maintained.  History  makes  his 
reign  of  thirteen  years  one  unceasing  round  of  luxu- 
rious  ease  and  pleasure— the  Chinese  Sardanapalus. 
He  built  a  magnificent- palace  and  in  its  spacious 
grounds  erected  pavilions  dedicated  to  every  variety 
of  pleasure.  It  is  related  of  him  that  on  one  occasion 
at  a  festival  of  flowers,  held  in  his  royal  gardens,  he 
ordered  his  state  barge,  and,  as  there  was  no  water  at 
hand  spread  the  ground  with  yellow  beans,  over  which 
the  imperial  barge  and  guests,  were  w.,fted  to  the  gate 
of  the  Incomparable  Pavilion  I  lie  site  of  this  palace 
is  now  occupied  by  a  Buddhist  temple. 

There  once  dwelt,  in  this  old  city  a  woman,  whose 
fame  has  never  been  known  to  the  Western  world, 
and  whose  statecraft  at  that  early  period  has  never 
been  appreciated.  She  was  the  renowned  Empress 
Wu,  who  invented  Woman's  Rights.  She  is  mentioned 
by  Giles  in  his  delightful  book  Historic  China  and 
other  Sketches,  and  relates  that  her  first  gre  .t  achieve. 
i..ent  was  to  usurp  the  throne,  which  she  did  success- 
fully by  a  brilliant  coup  d'etat.  Then,  she  inaugurated 
the  pregnant,  political  event  of  her  reign,  which  was 
her  doom.  She  was  a  woman  with  much  actual 
ability  and  with  a  bodv  of  iron.  Thinking  that  01  her 
women  were  in  like  manner  endowed,  she  established 
examinations  for  women  with  the  view  to  selecting 
successful  candidates  for  posts  in  the  service  of  the 

State,  which   had  hitherto  been  confined  to  men  a 

policy  which  gave  immediate  and  unbounded  offence 
to  all  ranks  and  classes  alike,  and  led  to  the  speedy 
downfall  of  this  daring  Queen. 

'Phe  streets  of  the  city  are  remarkably  clean  for  a 
Chinese  city,    they  are  paved  with  fl.g-stones,  and 
present  an  appearance  of  business  activity.  'Phe  people 
are  better  dressed  than  elsewhere,  and  have  a  well-fed, 
prosperous  look  about  them.    Chairs  with  liveried 
coolies,  bearing  master,  or  mistress,  are  met  at  every 
step,  and  they  disnlay  no  vulgar  curiosity  at  sight  of 
a   foreigner.     Phe  shops  are  very  attractive,  parti- 
cularly those  of  silks,  furs,  porcelain,  lacquer  ware,  etc. 
A  curious  lacquer. ware  is  ma.ie  here,  from  old,  broken, 
kiln-burnt  tiles,  by  being  ground  down  and'  worked 
up  with  some  other  materials.     Phe  lacquer  is  skilfully 
inlaid  with  mother  o'-pearl  and  made  into  pretty  boxes, 
trays,  and  what  not,  which  sell  for  a  very  moderate 
price     It  is  noted,  also,  for  the  manufacture  .if  delicate 
sweetmeats,  which  enter  so  much  into  the  food  of 
the  wealthy  ;  and  an  oil  for  the  hair,  beautifying  face 
powder,  scented  beads,  and  thumb  rings  are  manu- 
factured here,  the  city  being  a  profitable  market  for 
these  popular  articles  of  the  toilet,  which  with  Chinese 
ladies  is  so  verv  elaborate,    Phe  principal  manufacture, 
however,  is  the  costly  and   handsome,    black. wood 
Ch  inese  furniture,  for  the  high  and  wealthy  classes 
It  is  made  generally  after  one  heavy  pattern,  but  with 
much  beauty  of  design  and  finish.     I  saw  a  state  bed- 
stead, of  this  black  wood   work.      It  was  beautiful, 
costly,  of  vast  dimensions,  and  seemed  meet  for  the 
repose  of  a  giant  king.     I  visited  two  large  flower 
gardens  in  which  were  for  sale  every  variety  of  fl,,wer 
and  plant  peculiar  to  the  country.     Phe  camellia  and 
chrysanthemum   are  extensively  cultivated   here,  as 
also   many  varieties  of  the   hyacinth      Phe  market 
places  abounded  with  game,  such  as  wild  geese,  ducks, 
pheasants,    wood  cock,    snipe,    and    es  .ecially  fine 
poultry.     Fish  are  not  of  much  variety  nor  excellence 
in  the  jnterior  of  China  but  vegetables  of  unknown 
name  and  quality  seemed  abundant.    Of  fruit,  there 
were  oranges,  apples,  and  pears,  and  preserved  and 
dried  fiuits.     The  sweet  potatoes  grown  here  are  very 
fine.     Phe  whole  city,  in  fact,  had  to  me  an  air  of 
plenty  and  prosperity  about  it  that  was  particularly 
pleasing.       Phe  ordinary    people    were  comfortably 
dressed,  cheerful,  and  polite.     1  he  residences  of  the 
mandarins  and   wealthy    merchants    are    many  and 
spacious,  inclosed   in  extensive  gardens,  with  ample 
w  ills.     By  invitation  I  entered  the  residence  of  one 
of    the    principal    merchants,    and    was  profoundly 
astonished  at  the  magnificence  of  the  rockwork  of  the 
garden      It  covered  at  le  ,st  two  acres  of  ground,  and 
was  a  maze  of  labyrinthine  walks,  grottoes,  and  kiosks 
with  a  tiny  lake  here  and  there,  and  plants  and  ferns 
growing  out  of  every  crevice  of  the  rocks.     It  was 
with   difficulty  I  found  my   way  out  of  it  again.  I 
encountered  in   my   walks  through  the  city  several 
large  open  squares,  which  presented  quite  a  fete-like 
appearance,  with  gay  coloured  booths,  containing  light 
articles  for  sale,  tents  or  awnings  under  which  jugglers 
were  performing,  numerous  games  going  on  in  the 
open  air,  story-tellers  in   full  voice,  pedlers  offering 
their  wares,  barbers  plying  their  trade,  gymnasts  per- 
forming their  antics — everything  in  fact,  that  is  to  be 
found  at  a  country  fair:  and  in  front  of  the  many 
temporary  eating  houses,  were  little  tables  crowded 
with    people  for   the  midday  meals.    With  all  this 
motley  concourse  of  people,  good  humour  and  perfect 
order  leigned  everywhere.    Leaving  these,  I  went  to 
the  temple  of  ten  thousand  gods. 

I  his  is  a  large  and  improved  edifice  built  on  the 
site  of  an  emperor's  palace.  It  was  built  in  the  usual 
manner  of  Chinese  temples,  with  high  pitched  roof, 
graceful   and   picturesque,   and   elaborately  carved 
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architrave  and  figured  cornices.  The  interior  which 
is  devoted  to  the  gods,  is  spacious,  light,  and  airy, 
and  the  wood  carvings  throughout  the  lofty  ceiling  are 
very  curious  and  testify  to  much  artistic  skill.  1  he 
ten  thousands  gods-gilded,  from  one  to  three  feet  in 
heieht,  nude,  and  in  standing  pos-ures— are  surely  all 
thcfe,  in  bewildering  numbers.  They  are  ranged 
along  the  walls  in  shining  rows,  one  above  another. 
The  temple  is  Buddhist,  and  the  ten  thousand  gods 
one  are  all  Buddhas— ten  thousand  Buddhas.  In  two 
smaller  connecting  apartments,  leading  to  this  main 
are  two  life-sized  Buddhas.  They  are  nude  and  re- 
presented  as  sleeping.  These  sleeping  Buddhas  are 
visited  and  prayed  to  by  Chinese  ladies  who  desire 
offspring.  .  .  , 

The  foreigner  generally,  wherever  he  goes  in  the 
interior  of  China,  is  greeted  with  the  epithet  of 
"foreign  devil"  shouted  after  him  in  Chinese.  1  his 
is  mostly  done  by  the  children,  who,  perhaps,  know 
no  other  term  of  designation  and  mean  no  discourtesy. 
At  Yangchow,  however,  wherever  I  went,  to  my  grati- 
fication,  I  was  treated  with  great  civility,  and  was  not 
aware  that  any  youngster  saluted  me  in  this  fashion. 
Mv  embarrassment  was  from  the  crowds,  mostly  ot 
young  people,  which  would  assemble  around  the 
places  I  entered  and  block  up  the  streets  ;  but  they  were 
neither  rude  nor  noisy,  only  inconveniently  curious. 

THE  TWO  CLUBS. 

When    after  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet,  the 
ZW/'and  the  Doshi  Clubs  joined  hands  and 
enunciated  a  common    political  programme, 
we  expressed  the  opinion  that  they  were  vio- 
lating the  law  which  forbids  political  associa- 
tions, separately  registered  as  such,  to  combine 
openly   for  purposes  of  agitation.    Our  sup- 
position would  have  been  correct,  had  the  Clubs 
been  legally  constituted  political  bodies.  But 
such  does  not  seem  to  have  been  hitherto  the 
case.    At  all  events,  we  read  in  the  Kokkai 
that  they  have  now  received  an  intimation  from 
the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  to  the 
effect  that  they  can  no  longer  be  considered 
non-political  societies,  and  that  they  must  hence- 
forth comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law 
relating  to   public  meeting  and  political  as- 
sociation.   The  only  wonder  is  that  any  doubt 
should  ever  have  existed  as  to  their  character 

THE  PORT  OF  MANCHESTER. 

Messrs.  Burns,  of  Glasgow,  are  the  first  steam 
ship  owners  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  advertise 
the  sailings  of  their  steamers  to  and  from  Man- 
chester direct.  The  fi.st  sailing  from  Glasgow 
to  Manchester  direct  has  been  fixed  for  Satur- 
day 30th  December,  whilst  that  from  Man- 
chester to  Glasgow  direct  will  be  on  Tues- 
day, 2nd  January,  1894.  Messrs.  Wilson,  Sons 
&  Co  ,  Hull  have  made  arrangements  to  run 
a  line  of  steamers  direct  to  Manchester  through 
the  Ship  Canal.  This  means  a  diversion  of 
trade  from  Hull,  and  is  causing  much  concern 
in  commercial  circles  there.  The  North  East- 
ern Railway  Company  are  preparing  to  make 
extensive  improvements  with  a  view  of  keeping 
trade  at  the  Hull  Docks.  

FIRE   IN   CHINA  TOWN. 

Three  houses  standing  on  Lot  No.  145,  in  the 
heart  of  China  Town,  were  destroyed  by  fire  on 
Monday  morning.  An  alarm  was  given  about 
twenty-five  minutes  to  five  o'clock,  and  the  Settle- 
ment Fire  Brigade,  under  Supt.  Kipling,  were 
quickly  on  the  spot.  The  fire  had  gained  a  strong 
hold  by  the  time  the  Brigade  arrived,  and  it  was 
not  till  close  upon  half-past  six  o'clock  that  the 
conflagration  was  mastered.  The  outbreak  was 
due  to  an  anka,  a  small  charcoal  brazier,  setting 
light  to  a  futon.  The  houses  were  occupied  by 
Chinese  families,  and  fortunately  the  whole  of 
the  inmates  escaped  without  injury.  The  pre 
mises  and  effects  were  insured. 

FATAL  ACCIDENT. 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  reports  that  about 
three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  nth  instant 
a  dispute  arose  at  the  elevating  shaft  of 
a  mine  at  Uguisuzawa,  Kurihara  District,  Mi- 
yagi  Prefecture.  As  a  consequence,  a  box  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  metal  fell  down  the 
shaft,  having  slipped  through  the  hoisting  ropes, 
and  five  workmen  were  crushed  to  death,  one 
other  being  seriously  injured. 

THE  GALE   IN  HOKKAIDO. 

We  learn  from  the  Official  Gatette  that  the  gale 
which  recently  devastated  Hokkaido  occurred 
on  the  24th  and  25th  ultimo,  not  on  the  5th 


instant  as  originally  telegraphed.  It  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  heavy  shock  of  earthquake  on  the 
24th  at  2  a.m.  The  storm  commenced  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  raged  for  24 
hours,  the  climax  being  reached  between  4  and 
5  a.m.  on  the  25th.  The  returns  of  the  damage 
done  are  as  follow  :— Killed,  4;  wounded,  2; 
buildings  totally  destroyed,  225;  buildings  par- 
tially destroyed,  617 ;  buildings  washed  away  21 ; 
ships  and  boats  totally  wrecked,  243  ;  ships  and 
boats  damaged,  65  ;  telegraph  poles  broken,  16; 
railway  lines  damaged,  680  yards,  &c. 

HAWAIIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Telegraphic  intelligence  despatched  by  Mr. 
Taleno,  Japanese  Minister  to  America,  and 
received  by  the  Foreign  Minister  on  the  12th 
hist,  states  that  according  to  the  latest  despatch 
from  Hawaii,  Queen  Liliuokalani  has  accepted 
all  the  proposals  made  by  the  U.S.  President. 
The  American  Minister  in  Hawaii  has  request- 
ed the  Provisional  Government  to  make  pre- 
parations for  the  Queen's  re-accession  to  the 
Throne,  but  the  Government  declines  to  resign. 
No  power  is  given  to  the  American  Minister  to 
use  military  force,  and  his  steps  are  opposed  by 
the  American  residents.    Excitement  prevails. 


BRITISH  SQUADRON  MOVEMENTS. 

Admiral  Sir  E.  Fremantle,  proposes  to  leave 
Hongkong  for  Singapore  in  the  Imperieuse  on 
15th  February  next.  A  week's  stay  will  be 
made  in  Singapore.  He  will  then  proceed  to 
Malacca,  Perak,  Selangor,  and  Penang  on  board 
the  Alacrity.  He  is  expected  to  be  in  Singa- 
pore again  about  the  8th  March,  when  he  will 
continue  his  cruise  in  the  Imperieuse  to  Bata- 
via,  back  to  Singapore,  and  then  on  to  Hong- 
kong, which  should  be  reached  early  in  April. 
During  his  stay  on  the  China  Station,  Admiral 
Fremantle  has  shown  much  activity  in  visiting 
all  the  principal  ports  included  in  his  command. 

H.B.M.'S  JUDGE   FOR  JAPAN. 

The  rumour  that  Mr.  H.  S.  Wilkinson,  Crown 
Advocate,  is  appointed  Acting  Judge  of  H.M.'s 
Court  in  Japan  is  confirmed,  says  the  Shanghai 
morning  journal,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  leaves 
Shanghai  at  the  end  of  March  or  beginning 
of  April  for  his  new  post. 


situated  in  a  forest  some  twelve  miles  from 
Vladivostock,  and  is  in  charge  of  an  Englishman 
named  Gee,  and  the  workmen  are  all  Chinese. 
As,  however,  the  Russian  Authorities  impose  a 
duty  on  matches,  there  is  not  much  chance,  the 
N.-C.  Daily  News  thinks,  of  their  becoming  an 
article  of  merchandise  on  the  Shanghai  market. 

SINKING  OF  A   JAPANESE  JUNK. 

In  the  Mainichi  Shimbun  we  read  that  three 
men  of  the  Wakehama  Division  in  Ehime  Pre- 
fecture put  to  sea  in  a  fishing-boat  owned  by 
themselves,  on  the  1st  instant,  and  were  accom- 
panied by  another  man  from  Gunchu-machi. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Mutsukijima  the  junk 
was  run  down  by  an  English  vessel,  and  one  of 
the  four  men  was  drowned,  the  other  three 
being  rescued  by  the  colliding  ship,  which 
carried  them  to  Moji.  There  one  of  the  three 
died.  Nothing  is  said  as  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  collision.  

A  SUNKEN  SCHOONER. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Fullert,  Inland  Sea  Pilot,  reports, 
says  the  Nagasaki  Express,  that  on  the  30th 
ult.  he  passed  close  to  a  schooner  sunk  in  the 
fairway  between  the  Motoyama  Spit  Buoy  and 
Shimonoseki  Straits.  Her  two  masts  show 
about  15  feet  above  water.  From  her  position 
Motoyama  bears  N.E.  i  E.  and  Isaki  N.W.  f 
W.,  bearings  magnetic. 


The  same  paper  has  authority  for  stating  that 
a  telegram  has  been  received  from  Lord  Rose- 
bery,  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  appointing  Mr.  W.  V.  Drum- 
mond  Acting-Crown  Advocate  in  Shanghai,  in 
succession  to  Mr.  H.  S.  Wilkinson. 

THE  U.S.  TARIFF  BILL. 

Srveral  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
Tariff  Bill,  and  the  silk  schedule  is  now  as  fol- 
lows :__«  Silk  partially  manufactured  from  co 
coons  or  from  waste  silk,  and  not  further  ad 
vanced  or  manufactured  than  carded  or  combed 
silk  25  cents  per  pound.  Thrown  silk,  not 
more  advanced  than  singles,  tram,  organz.ne 
sewing  silk,  twist,  floss  and  silk  threads  or  yarns 
of  every  description,  except  spun  silk,  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem;  spun  silk  in  skeins,  cops, 
warps,  or  on  beams,  30  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


SEALSKINS. 

At  the  last  monthly  sale  of  sealskins  in  London. 
Alaska  skins  sold  at  $13.60  and  Copper  Island 
$11.32,  a  decline  of  15  and  17  per  cent,  respec- 
tively. Washington  and  British  Columbia  sent 
95,000  of  the  skins  offered  to  the  value  of 
$1^092,200.  The  losses  of  Victoria  and  Seattle 
sealers  through  declining  values  foots  up 
$200,000.  

IMPERIAL  AUDIENCE. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  S.  Skerrett,  Lieutenant  C. 
E.  Fox,  and  Lieutenant  G.  L.  Wilson,  of  the 
U  S  Squadron  on  the  Asiatic  Station,  accom- 
panied by  the  U.S.  Minister,  Mr.  Edwin  Dun, 
proceeded  to  the  Palace  on  ihe  15th  inst.  at  10 
a  m.,  and  were  received  in  audience  by  their 
Imperial  Majesties  the  Emperor  and  Empress. 

A  NEW  DOCTOR  FOR  NAGASAKI. 

We  find  the  following  in  an  American  paper : — 
"  Dr.  Mary  A.  Suganuma,  an  American  woman 
who  is  married  to  a  Japanese  gentleman,  has 
been  licensed  by  the  Government  to  practice 
medicine  in  Nagasaki.  She  is  the  first  woman 
physician  ever  licensed  for  that  purpose  in 
Japan."  


BROKEN  DOWN. 

The  Indo-ChinaCo.'s  steamer  Taisang  arrived 
in  Hongkong  on  January  6th  and  reported 
having,  on  3 1  st  December,  when  ten  miles  south 
of  Steep  Island,  picked  up  the  same  Company's 
steamer  Kowshing  with  broken  tail-shaft.  She 
was  towing  her  back  towards  Shanghai  and  had 
got  as  far  as  to  the  north-west  of  Bonham  when 
she  met  the  steamer  Eldorado,  which  had  been 
sent  from  Shanghai  to  tow  her  into  port  and 
which  took  up  the  towing.  

BIG  FIRE   IN   OKINAWA  PREFECTURE. 

A  destructive  fire  occurred  at  Miyakojima  in 
Okinawa  Prefecture  on  the  12th  ult.  at  7  a. in 
and  before  the  flames  could  be  subdued  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  dwellings  were  de- 
stroyed, one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pigs  and 
two  sheep  being  burnt  to  death. 


INTERPORT  CRICKET. 

The  inter-settlement  cricket  match  between 
Penang  and  Singapore,  played  at  Singapore  on 
26th  and  27th  ult.,  was  won  by  Penang  with  two 
wickets  to  spare,  the  score  being  :— Singapore, 
first  innings,  145,  second  innings,  89  ;  Penang, 
first  innings,  183,  second  innings,  53  for  eight 
wickets.  

CRICKET   REPORTERS  BEWARE. 

The  cricket  defamation  case  in  Ceylon,  in 
which  Mr.  Van  Geyzel,  who  umpired  for  the 
colts  in  a  match  against  a  European  Ceylon 
team,  sued  the  Times  0/  Ceylon  for  5,000  ru- 
pees damages  for  defamatory  criticism,  has  re- 
sulted in  a  verdict  for  100  rupees  damages. 

LOSS  OF  A  BRAND-NEW  SHIP 

Messrs.  P.  Denniston  &  Co.'s  new  ship  Baha- 
ma, which  left  the  Clyde  12th  November  for 
New  York  to  load  case-oil  for  Japan,  has  been 
abandoned  in  the  North  Atlantic  in  the  great 
gale.  She  was  valued  at  /i8,000,  and  insured 
outwards  at  part  35s.  and  part  40s.  per  cent. 

VIOLENT   FIGHT  AT  EN0SHIMA. 

During  the  recent  big  fire  at  Enoshima  a  serious 
fight  took  place  between  the  fiiemen  of  Katase 
and  firemen  from  Koshigoye.  Three  men  were 
killed,  and  nine  severely  wounded,  many  others 
receiving  slight  injuries. 


SIBERIAN  MATCHES. 

Some  matches  manufactured  in  Siberia  have 
found  their  way  to  Shanghai.    The  factory  is 


THE   NEW  GOVERNOR  OF  SAGA. 

Mr  TanabeTeruzane  is  gazetted  Governor  of 
Saga,  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  Nagamine. 


Jan.  20,  1894.] 
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COUNT  GOTO. 


WE  have  alluded  from  time  to  time  to 
tumours  current  about  the  impend- 
ing resignation  of  Count  GOTO,  Minister 
of  State  for  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 
Count  GOTO  shares  the  fate  of  all  those 
who  make  themselves  active  in  politics — 
he  has  many  enemies.    From  the  day  of 
the  Diet's  opening,  a  species  of  hue  and 
cry  was  led  against  him  by  that  parlia- 
mentary   paragon,   Mr.  TANAKA  SHOZO, 
and  as  nothing  is  so  easy  nowadays  as  to 
obtain  allies  in  attacking  an  official,  the 
onslaught  upon  Count  GOTO  has  grown 
steadily.    Why  lie  should  be  an  object  of 
such  keen  aversion   to  a  section  of  the 
political  public,   or  why    he    should  be 
considered  unfit  to  hold  a  portfolio,  we 
have  never  been  able  to  discover.  The 
fact,  however,  is  beyond  question.  Even 
though  no  other   evidence    were  forth 
coming,  people's  abiding  conviction  that 
the  Count   is   oft    the   point  of  leaving 
office  indicates  plainly  enough  that  they 
wish  him   to  do  so.    He  has,  however, 
one  admirable  quality,  the  courage  to  defy 
and  the  constancy  to  resist  malicious  cri 
ticism.    For  newspapers,  especially  news 
papers  conducted  by  half-fledged  lads,  as 
is  the  case  with  such  a  large  section  of  the 
vernacular  press,  he  has  always  avowed  in 
theory  and  displayed  in  practice  a  supreme 
contempt,  and  the  clamour  of  party  politi- 
cians influences  him  about  as  much  as  the 
baying  of  a  dog  in  the  moonlight.  We 
must  confess  that  this  characteristic  in- 
spires us  with  great  admiration  in  these 
invertebrate  times.  If  the  shallow  agitators 
who  keep  Japan  in  such  a  ferment  encoun- 
tered a  great  many  rocks  like  GOTO  Sho- 
JIRO,  the  current  of  their  brawling  would 
soon  be  diminished  in  volume.     But  unfor- 
tunately yielding  is  the  order  of  the  day.  It 
seems  to  be  imagined  that  now  for  the  first 
time  in  the  world's  history,   the  appetite 
of  men  hungering  for  office  can  be  satis- 
fied by  concessions  that  bring  them  neither 
emolument  nor  power.     Principles  and 
persons  alike  are  sacrificed   to   fill  the 
maw  of  this  Cerberus,  but  of  course  he 
remains  as  hungry  as  ever.    Mr.  Saito 
SHUICHIRO  must  have  been  a  sweet  mouth- 
ful, and  we  had  hoped  that  with  his  fall 
the  chapter  of  yielding  would  be  closed. 
But  it  seems   that   Count   GOTO  also  is 
likely  to  strike  his  colours.    The  Japanese 
have  a  proverb  which  says  that  mountains 
grow  from   mites.      It   is  illustrated  by 
Count  GOTO'S  case.    Having  stoutly  with- 
stood the  hottest  attacks  of  his  political  op- 
ponents, it  would  appear  that  he  is  now  to 
bow  his  head  before  a  maladroit  phrase. 
In  the  instructions  addressed  by  him  to 
the  officials  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce  after  the  issue  of  the 
Imperial  Rescript  on  the  subject  of  official 
discipline,  he  stated  that  he  had  always 
impressed  upon  his  subordinates  the  duty 
of  observing  the  principle  enunciated  by 
His  Majesty.    The  expression  has  been 


construed  as  an   indirect  suggestion  that 
the  Imperial  behest  was  superfluous,  though 
truly  such  a  criticism  sounds  exceedingly 
tenuous.     Perhaps,  however,  it  constitutes 
the  last  straw.     At  any  rate  we  gather 
from  an  article  r3f  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim 
bun  that  the  Count's  stoicism  is  now  for 
the  first  time  shaken,  and   that  he  has 
placed  his  resignation  in  the  hands  of  the 
Minister  President.    Whether  the  SOVE- 
REIGN has  accepted  it,  or  whether  even 
it  has  yet  reached  the  Throne,  our  con 
temporary  is  careful  to  avow  ignorance. 
But  we  can  scarcely  doubt,  in  the  face  of 
such  an  article,  that  Count  GOTO'S  position 
in  the  Cabinet  has  become  very  insecure 
We  regret  it.    Count  GOTO  may  be  an 
ideal  statesman,  or  he  may  deserve  some 
of  the  condemnation  heaped  upon  his  head 
by  the   TANAKA  SHOZO  class,  but  he  is  at 
all  events  one  of  the  makers  of  the  Meijt 
era,  and  the  greatest  need  that  Japan  has 
at  present  is  the  union  of  these  men. 


HA  WA II A  N  A  FFA  IRS. 


THE  Kokumin  newspaper  publishes  a 
telegram  from  the  Japanese  Minister 
in  Washington  which  runs  as  follows:-— 
"According  to  the  most  recent  advices  from 
Hawaii,  the  QUEEN  having  agreed  to  the 
conditions  formulated  by  the  PRESIDENT 
of  the  United  States,  the  Representative 
of  the  latter  called  upon  the  Provisional 
Government  to   restore    Her  Majesty 
The  latter,  however,  emphatically  refused 
to  entertain  the  proposition,  and  retains 
its  grasp  of  the    administrative  power. 
The    United    States    Representative  in 
Hawaii  has   no  authority  to   enforce  his 
demand  by  arms,  and  public  opinion  in 
America  is  vehemently  opposed   to  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  PRESIDENT." 

It  almost  seems  as  though  an  affair  so 
paltry  in  itself  as  the  destiny  of  Hawaii 
were  likely  to  materially  affect  the  stability 
of  the  Democratic  Cabinet  in  America. 
We  English  folks  are  the  very  last  people 
in  the  world  who  have  any  title  to  gird  at 
an  aggressive  policy  on  the  part  of  another 
nation.    Yet  we  may  be  allowed  to  say 
that  the  wonderful  forbearance  and  dis- 
interestedness claimed  for  the  people  of 
the  United  States  in  their  dealings  with 
foreign  countries  have  always  suggested 
diverting  speculation.     It  is  said  of  the 
Russian,    "Scratch  him  and  you   find  a 
Cossack."      With   equal   truth   it  might, 
we    suspect,     be    said    of    the  Yankee, 
"Scratch   him   and   you   find  an  Anglo- 
Saxon."     The  gentlest  and  most  courte- 
ous of   beings  so    long  as    his  domes- 
tic growth  was  as  much  as  his  consti- 
tution could  stand,  he  begins  at  once  to 
show  his  true  disposition  so  soon  as  his 
fully-developed  sinews  and  muscles  want 
exercise  abroad.    A  morsel  like  Hawaii 
thrown  in  his  path  quickly  diverted  his  feet 
from   the  route  of  strict  rectitude,  and 
aroused  in  him  impulses  which  had  been 


long  dormant,  but  which  now  enable  us  to 
recognize  more  vividly  than  ever  his  kin- 
ship with  the  people  of  the  "  tight  little 


sland."    He  is  not  a  bit  more  honest 
either  in  his  way  of  going  to  work.  Like 
the  Englishman,  he  has  a  proneness  to 
whet  his  sword  on  a  bible.     The  fact  that 
he  wants  Hawaii  for  the  same  reason  that 
makes  us  all  want  the  delectable  things 
belonging  to  our  neighbours  is  studiously 
kept  out  of  sight  in  discussing  his  policy 
toward  the  little  kingdom,  and   we  hear 
only  about  the  dictates  of  civilized  pro- 
gress, the  duty  of  protecting  the  vested 
interests  of  the  civis  Romanus,  and  about 
other  respectable  obligations  which  have 
always     constituted    the    catechism  of 
the  sanctimonious  aggressor.    Apart  from 
these  obvious   animadversions,  however, 
it  must  be   frankly   admitted    that  fate 
has    been    very    unkind    to    the  United 
States  in  subjecting  her  international  virtue 
to  such  an   excruciating  test  as  that  of 
Hawaii.    Just  fancy  what  a  situation  it  is. 
A  number   of   good    American  citizens 
having   by    courageous    enterprise  and 
steady  toil  acquired  dominating  material 
interests  in  Hawaii  have  quietly  displaced 
the  coloured    rulers  of  the    islands  and 
established  themselves  in  their  stead,  thus 
following  faithfully  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
countrymen  at  home  who  have  gradually 
pushed    the   copper-coloured  aborigines 
nearly  out  of  existence.  There  has  been  no 
show  of  violence  in  Hawaii.    If  the  easy 
success  of  a  revolution  be  any  test  of  its  pro- 
priety, the  overthrow  of  Queen  LlLlUOKA- 
LANl's  monarchical  administration  by  the 
representatives  of  a  republican  policy  was 
a  suitable  and  justified  measure.  Critics 
of  the  occurrence  sometimes  find  ground  of 
objection  in   the  numerical  weakness  of 
the  party  that  effected  that  coup  d'etat. 
But  if  a  thousand  Americans  could  recon- 
stitute the  Hawaiian  polity,  and  can  now 
maintain  without  difficulty  or  disturbance 
the  creation  of  their  own  hands,  that  surely, 
instead  of  being  an  argument  against  them, 
is,  on   the  contrary,  a  proof  that  things 
were  ripe  for  their  exploit.    In  the  face  of 
this  accomplished  fact,  America  is  required 
to  vindicate  her  morality  by  driving  her  own 
nationals  out  of  power  and  re-setting  up  in 
theirplace  a  semi-barbarous  QUEEN  and  her 
dusky  myrmidons.    Could  any  nation  of 
human  beings  successfully  support  such  an 
ordeal  ?   After  all,  the  theory  that  a  country 
should  belong  to  its  countrymen  depends 
primarily   upon   the   hypothesis    that  its 
peace  and  prosperity  are  best  secured  by 
such  possession.     Is  that  true  of  Hawaii  ? 
Have  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  material  in- 
terests of  the  country  fallen  into  alien 
hands,  and  has  not  the  spirit  of  its  institu- 
tions been  for  many  years  inspired  by  alien 
minds  ?  Hawaii  is,  in  fact,  Occidental,  and 
though  there  may  be  some  question  which 
section  of  the  Occident  it  should  ultimate- 
ly gravitate  to,  there  can  be  little  question 
that  it  should  not  remain  Hawaiian.  There 
is  much  moral  hardship  for  the  United 
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Slates  in  having  to  make  a  choice  between 
principles  and  practice  under  sticli  circum- 
stances, but  of  course  the  world  knows  how 
she  will  choose.  The  recent  landing  of  a 
force  of  English  Marines  for  the  protection 
of  British  property  cannot  fail  to  precipi- 
tate America's  choice.  If  President  CLEVE- 
LAND attempts  to  employ  the  military 
forces  of  his  country,  or  even  to  use  strong 
diplomatic  pressure  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  the  QUEEN,  we  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  that  he  has  framed  his  own 
impeachment.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  STEVENS, 
formerly  United  States  Representative  in 
Honolulu,  has  compiled  an  indignant  reply 
to  the  strictures  uttered  against  him  in 
Mr.  Secretary  GRESHAM's  State  Paper, 
and  against  the  PRESIDENT'S  endorsement 
of  those  criticisms.  Here  are  some  extracts 
and  epitomes  of  STEVENS'  reply  as  given 
in  a  San  Francisco  contemporary  just  to 
hand  : — 

"President  Cleveland's  grossly  untrue  and 
shamefully  unjust  allegation  against  myself  and 
the  naval  commandei  rests  euliiely  on  the  state 
inents  <>f  foui  notoriously  corrupt  Ministers  of  tht 
fallen  Queen,  of  Wilson,*  the  Queen's  favourite, 
and  other  thoroughly  discredited  testimony. 

"  I  1  epeat  here  what  lias  been  amply  verified 
again  and  again,  that  neither  by  force  or  by 
threat  of  force,  or  by  any  action  of  mine,  was 
the  fall  of  the  inouaichy  precipitated.  F01  months 
piior  to  November,  1892,  there  had  been  a  con- 
tinual slmggle  between  the  Legislature  and  the 
Queen  as  lo  their  respective  lights,  and  only  the 
1  einar  kable  self-possession  of  the  respectable  and 
responsible  men  of  the  islands  prevented  an  out- 
break at  an  eailier  day. 

"  Believing  that  theie  was  no  piospecl  of  a 
difficulty,  Stevens  left  Honolulu  on  January  4th 
on  a  trip  to  Hilo,  leluiniug  on  January  I41I1  in 
company  with  Captain  Willse,  and  found  the  city 
in  gieal  excitement  and  the  tide  of  revolution 
all  eady  surging  Stevens  attempted  lo  gain  ac 
cess  to  the  Queen  and  tiy  by  friendly  advice  to 
ai  rest  the  1  evolution,  but  it  was  too  late  lo  prevent 
the  caiiying  out  of  her  plan  for  ovei  tin  ning  the 
Constitution.  What  look  place  on  ihe  aftei  noon 
of  January  14th  ended  the  monarchy  foi  ever." 

Stevens  quotes  Chief  Justice  Judd,  a  supporter 
of  the  monarchy,  in  denouncing  the  falsity  of  the 
charge  that  the  Queen  wasdiiven  from  the  ill  rone 
by  Ameiican  foice,  01  threat  of  foice  in  any  foi  m 
or  manner. 

As  lo  the  landing  of  the  Boston's  marines,  Ste- 
vens says  he  only  did  what  M  nistei  Men  ill  did, 
acting  under  the  oideis  of  Cleveland  and  Bayard, 
August  I,  1889,  lhal  is,  he  had  the  marines  landed 
hi  anticipation  of  turbulence  on  shoie  and  for  the 
preservation  of  order. 

Sievens  character  izes  as  absurd  the  President's 
statement  that  the  Queen  and  Wilson  had  at  the 
police  station  a  sufficient  foice  (o  sustain  the 
inonai  chy. 

There  never  was  a  more  pi  eposlei  ous  assu  mp- 
lion  than  this  assertion  of  the  President  that  the 
Queen  on  January  171I1  had  ample  foice  to  sustain 
her  and  to  enable  hei  tocariyou  the  Govei  n  men  t . 
Tliis  Studiously  maintained  assumption  of  the  Pi  e 
sldeut  is  based  on  the  testimony  of  notoriously 
Coiiupl  repr  esentatives  of  ihe  ring  that  suiiound 
ed  the  Queen.  That  tile  Hawaiian  monaichy  was 
ovei tUftied  by  the  United  Slates  forces  was  anil  is 
put  Ini  tli  for  the  sole  pin  pose  of  bi  inging  disci  edii 
on  the  preceding  Administration  at  Washington 
and  on  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  of  the 
Senate  in  favour  of  annexation. 


JAPANESE  PAINTINGS  IN  GER- 
MANY. 
 »  

THE  results  of  the  exhibition  of  paint, 
ings  in  Munich  last  year  were  not  such 
as  to  encourage  a  belief  that  Germany 
offers  an  appreciative  market  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  Japanese  fine  art.  We  never- 
theless read  in  a  vernacular  newspaper 
that  several  European  dealers  are  busily 


engaged  searching  for  Japanese  pictures 
in  Germany.  The  reason  assigned  is 
that,  apart  from  the  artistic  value  set 
upon  the  pictures,  the  skill  shown  in  their 
colouring  is  taken  as  a  model  by  German 
artists,  and  they  are  consequently  in  large 
demand.  This  applies  chiefly  to  the 
master-pieces  of-  former  days,  but  the 
same  authority  assures  us  that  the  works 
of  living  Japanese  artists  also  are  highly 
appreciated,  and  that  several  of  the  pic- 
tures sent  to  the  Chicago  Exhibition  from 
Japan  have  contributed  largely  to  stimulate 
German  admiration.  A  Japanese  Consul 
resident  in  Germany  is  said  to  have  ad- 
dressed to  the  Government  in  Tokyo  a 
report  urging  the  advisability  of  taking 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  send  a 
number  of  Japanese  paintings  for  exhibi- 
tion either  in  Berlin  or  Munich.  He 
predicts  that  if  this  be  done,  a  large  de- 
mand will  soon  be  created.  We  should  be 
sorry  to  say  anything  calculated  to  dis- 
courage enterprise  of  such  a  character,  but 
it  thust  be  confessed  that  this  Consul  is  im- 
bued with  a  spirit  more  sanguine  than  the 
results  of  Japanese  efforts  in  the  direction  he 
indicates  seem  to  warrant.  Among  the  pic- 
tures hitherto  sent,  whether  to  England, 
Germany,  France,  or  the  United  Slates,  the 
great  majority  have  always  remained  un- 
sold. This  was  notably  the  case  at  the 
Munich  Exhibition  last  year,  although  the 
pictures  sent  there,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, were  selected  by  persons  competent 
tocaterfor  Western  taste,  and  ought  to  have 
succeeded  if  any  Japanese  paintings  can 
succeed.  Further,  it  is  scarcely  conceivable 
that  the  display  made  by  Japan  at  Chicago 
can  have  produced  any  marked  effect  in 
Germany,  for  although  some  of  the  Chicago 
paintings  were  admirable,  others  by  no 
means  reached  so  high  a  standard,  and  the 
effect  of  the  whole  was  marred  by  exces- 
sive ambition.  A  Japanese  painting  is 
after  all  a  slight  affair.  It  presents  none 
of  the  grand  emotional  effects  and  seldom 
anything  of  the  rich  colouring  that  appeal 
to  European  eyes  whether  from  the  con- 
noisseur's or  the  house-furnisher's  point 
of  view.  The  Japanese  themselves  were 
undoubtedly  sensible  of  this  in  former 
years.  The  delicate  taste  shown  by  them 
in  mounting  and  framing  their  pictures 
left  nothing  lo  be  desired.  They  never 
made  the  mistake  of  killing  a  sketch  in 
water  colours  by  a  breadth  of  border  or 
magnificence  of  frame  which  only  the 
strongest  oil-painting  could  successfully 
endure.  But  since  the  Art  School  at 
Uyeno  came  into  existence,  and  since  the 
inauguration  of  an  attempt  to  engraft 
Occidental  styles  upon  Japanese  painting, 
the  directors  of  the  movement  appear  to 
have  made  the  mistake  of  supposing  that 
the  mechanical  adjuncts  of  the  picture 
might  be  carried  at  once  to  full  develop- 
ment before  the  picture  itself  had  attained 
a  corresponding  standard.  To  this  pre- 
mature ambition  is  due  the  fact  that  the 
pictures   sent  to   Chicago   had  colossal 


frames  and  acres  of  margin,  the  impres- 
sion conveyed  in  many  instances  being 
that  a  feeble  embryo  of  effort  had  been  set 
in  a  waste  of  adult  garments.  Strangely 
enough,  American  criticism  has  not  yet 
been  directed,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  this 
palpable  error,  but  it  is  certain  that  any  just 
sense  of  proportion  must  have  been  out- 
raged by  such  an  open  attempt  to  achieve 
large  results  with  inadequate  means.  We 
do  not  believe  that  the  German  public  can 
have  been  suddenly  startled  into  admira- 
tion by  the  Chicago  display,  or  that  Berlin 
yet  offers  any  very  promising  market  to 
Japanese  artists.  After  all,  in  this  un- 
happily constituted  world  of  ours,  much 
more  than  half  of  the  battle  depends  upon 
adroit  advertising.  Ninety-nine  persons 
out  of  every  hundred  among  the  general 
public  have  absolutely  no  competence  to 
estimate  the  merits  of  a  painting.  Their 
taste,  or  rather  their  fancy,  is  guided  en- 
tirely by  the  opinion  of  men  who  pass  for 
critics  and  by  the  interested  praise  of  the 
press.  Japan  owes  nine-tenths  of  the 
favour  that  her  works  of  art  enjoy  in  the 
West  to  the  enthusiusm  of  a  few  European 
or  American  lovers  who  from  time  to  time 
have  taken  the  world  into  their  emotional 
confidence  by  means  of  the  printing  press. 
People  as  a  rule  decline  to  think,  and 
require  to  be  thought  for.  Japan  will  by 
and  by  find  that  she  owes  more  to  the 
writings  and  reunions  of  the  Japan  Society 
in  London  and  of  English  and  French 
dilettanti  than  to  anything  done  by  her- 
self in  Chicago  or  Munich.  It  is  the  old 
story — united  we  stand,  divided  we  fall. 
In  honest  cooperation  with  Western  fellow- 
workers,  she  can  make  a  success  along 
many  lines,  whereas,  though  her  own  un- 
assisted efforts  may  succeed  at  last,  it  will 
certainly  be  a  very  long  "at  last." 


EDUCA  TIONAL  BILLS. 

THE  Diet,  in  the  session  just  concluded, 
had  before  it  for  consideration,  two 
most  interesting  bills  on  education  the  de- 
tails of  which  we  give  elsewhere,  to- 
gether with  explanatory  remarks  from 
the  pen  of  a  Japanese  correspondent. 
With  the  first  bill  we  cannot  fail  to  be  in 
sympathy.  That  anybody  should  be  set 
down  to  teach  a  school  of  obstreperous 
youngsters  at  nine  dollars  a  month,  seems 
to  be  a  very  uncivilized  state  of  affairs.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  national  burdens  are 
already  very  heavy,  and  Japanese  legisla- 
tors would  do  wisely  to  look  askance  at 
anything  that  is  likely  to  prove  a  perma- 
nent addition  to  the  obligations  of  the 
State.  There  must  undoubtedly  be  a 
system  of  primary  education.  Every  child 
has  a  right  to  receive  from  the  State 
those  elementary  principles  which  shall 
enable  it  to  read,  write,  and  keep  ac- 
counts, and  to  make  some  use  of  that 
varied  mass  of  information  which  the  ex- 
perience of  daily  life  is  continually  bring- 
ing to  its  eyes  and  ears  (we  might  almost 
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add,  its  nose).    Hut  here  we  Conceive  the 
duty  of  the  State  stops.    If  anything  more 
than  the  indispensible  elements  are  want- 
ed, it  is  for  the  individual  and  not  for  tlx 
Slate  to  pay.     Middle  schools,  schools  for 
the  education  of  the  sons  of  gentry  and 
nobles,  schools  for  the  promotion  of  that 
liberal  education  which  one  of  our  Japa 
nese  correspondents  characterizes  as  un- 
productive, are  the  concern  of  the  wealthier 
classes,  ami  the  individuals  affected  can 
very  well  afford  to  pay  for  them.  The 
more  the  State  does  for  the  higher  liberal 
education,  the  less  in  the  long  run  do  the 
people   care  for  it.    And  the   larger  the 
number    of    poor    students   educated  at 
Government  expense,    wholly   or  partly, 
the  greater  becomes  the  number  of  dis- 
contented graduates   who  in   the  course 
of   years    expect    to    be    provided  with 
berths.     No  really  deserving  student  of 
humble  means  will  ever  fail  to  rise  under 
a    voluntary    system    of    higher  educa 
tion.    To  have  to  struggle  for  promotion 
is  very  often  the  making  of  a  man  :  sel- 
dom does  such  a  struggler  fail   to  find 
a    generous    hand    to    give    him    a  lift, 
and   in   the  good   old   days   of  England 
there  were  just  as  many  men  of  humble 
origin  that  rose  to  distinction  as  there  are 
now.    The    tendency   of  a  Government 
system  of  higher  education  is  to  produce 
a  dull  uniformity  which  is  really  very  bad 
Let  a  man  examine  the  results  of  twenty 
five  years  educational  work  in  some  highly 
educational  parts  of  America  and  Canada 
and  he  will  see  what  we  mean.     The  best 
liberal  education  there  is   not  given  by 
the  State.    It  is  coming  into  private  hands 
There  conies,   however,   a   point    in  the 
higher  education  where  State  aid  can  be 
given  with  the  greatest  advantage.    It  is 
often  out  of  the  power  of  private  institu- 
tions   to    equip    themselves    with  those 
expensive  appliances   which    are  neces- 
sary for  giving  a  thorough  technical  edu- 
cation in  special  branches.    It  is  a  costly 
process  to  fit  up  laboratories  and  establish 
industrial  and  training  schools,  and  very 
often  the  State  is  the  only  body  that  can 
successfully  undertake  such  a  thing.  This 
is  especially  the  case  in  a  comparatively 
poor  country  like  Japan.'    But  money  so 
spent  is  almost  directly  reproductive.  The 
graduates  of  such  institutions  have  no  need 
to  hang  round  for  the  Government  to  give 
th  em  small  berths  in  the  various  Depart- 
ments.    They  are  in  a  position  to  go  away 
with  their  graduation-certificates  in  their 
pockets,  and  achieve  an  honourable  in- 
dependence,   whilst    developing    the  re- 
sources of  the  country  that  has  helped  to 
educate  them.     If  the  State   would  re- 
cognize its  duty  to  see  to  the  elementary 
education  of  the  whole  mass  of  its  people, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  the  State- 
given  education  strictly  elementary  ;  and 
would  further  devote  its  care  to  the  found- 
ing, maintenance,  and  fostering  of  places 
of  technical  and  industrial  studies,  it  might 
safely,  specially  in  a  literature-loving,  art- 


loving  country  like  this,  leave  the  liberal 
education  of  her  sons  and  daughters  to  tlx 
generous  instincts  of  individual  subjects 
We  think  that  then  there  might  be  a  few 
yen  to  add  to  the  incomes  of  the  poor, 
worried,  elementary  teachers. 


BUSINESS  PROSPECTS  IN  A  ME  RICA. 


NEW  YORK  newspapers  continue  to 
predict  a  speedy  revival  of  business 
throughout   the    United    States,  and  the 
Herald  recently   devoted   several  pages 
to  a  series  of  reports  from  important  cen 
tres,  in    which  glowing  expectations  of 
every   kind    were    confidently    set  forth. 
But  an  examination  of  the  records  most 
readily  accessible — those  of  the  railway 
transactions — fails  to  support  so  hopeful  a 
view.     In  this  branch  of  trade,  at  least, 
few  encouraging  signs  appear.     The  list 
of  disasters  is  not  yet  complete,  though 
toward  the  end  of  last  year  it  was  an- 
nounced  that   no   less  than  seventy-one 
roads  had  gone  into  the  hands  of  receivers 
within  five  months.     The  depreciation  in 
the  market  value  of  bonds  and  stocks  is 
enormous.    The  Northern  Pacific  and  its 
dependencies  afford  a  striking  example. 
Five   per    cent,    thousand    dollar  bonds 
which  sold  at  $800  a  year  ago  can  now 
scarcely  find  purchasers  at  $350,  the  com- 
pany having  defaulted  on  the  interest.  A 
similar  decline  is  visible  in  the  securities 
of  all  corporations  suspected  of  inability 
to  meet  their  obligations,  and  only  a  few  of 
those  which  are  most  deeply  established  in 
public  confidence,  like  the  Vanderbilt  lines, 
have  escaped  the  general  depression.  The 
shares  of  many  roads  hitherto  considered 
abovedistrusthave  fallen  from  ten  totwenty 
per  cent.,  and  no  satisfactory  evidence  of 
reaction  has  thus  far  declared  itself.  There 
are,  of  course,  great  opportunities  for  people 
who  know  where  to  find  them,  and  who 
can  afford  to  wait  for  the  results  of  their 
nvestments.     Speculators  with  money  in 
hand  can  buy  almost  anything,  virtually 
on   their    own   terms.  Property-holders 
lose  largely  on  the  majority  of  sales  they 
are  forced  to  make.   The  relations  between 
capital  and  labour  are  no  better  than  half  a 
year  ago,  and  it  is  officially  stated  that  in 
Chicago  alone   there    are    one  hundred 
thousand  people  unemployed.  Congress 
is  blamed  on  all  sides  for  its  backwardness 
n  adjusting  the  tariff  question,  and  the 
conviction  is  general  that  until  employers 
and  employes  know  definitely  what  they 
are  to  expect,  and  how  they  may  accom- 
modate themselves  to  the  new  enactments, 
the  distress  and  agitation  must  continue. 
Looking  beneath  the  surface,  little,  unfortu- 
nately, can  yet  be  seen  to  justify  the  cheer- 
ful prophecies  of  optimistic  newspapers. 
The  downward   course   may  or  may  not 
have  been  arrested,  but  the  reverse  move- 
ment cannot  truly  be  said  to  have  begun. 


FOREIGNERS  FROM  A  JAPANESE 
POINT  OF  VIEW 


HERE  is  a  translation  of  an  editorial 
paragraph  from  the  Niroku  Shimpo, 
the  interest  of  which  centres  on  the  fact  that 
it  shows  some  of  the  queer  notions  enter- 
tained by  Japanese  about  foreigners  and 
their  doings  :— "  The  strict  enforcement  of 
the  Treaties,  being  nothing  more  or  less 
than  a  method  of  asserting  our  rights, 
should  not  inspire  any  special  solicitude. 
Nevertheless,  the  foreign  residents  in  our 
country  having  no  real  acquaintance  with 
the  mood  of  the  Japanese  people,  regard 
this  strict-enforcement    movement  as  a 
recrudescence   of    the   old  barbarian-ex- 
pelling fever,  and  appear  to  be  much  con- 
cerned about  it.     Among  the  foreigners 
living  in  Yokohama,  some  of  those  who 
have  acquired  land  in  the  name  of  their 
Japanese  paramours,  are  men  with  very 
little  sense  of  shame,  but  others  are  per- 
sons of  excellent  disposition,  who,  liking 
Japanese  customs  and  Japanese  character, 
have  pledged  themselves  to  Japanese  wo- 
men, and  have  acquired  land  with  the  in- 
tention of   residing  permanently   in  the 
country.    These  latter  are  in  the  majority. 
They  do  not  consider  it  anything  very  ex- 
traordinary, so  far  as  Japan  is  concerned, 
that  they  should  thus  violate  the  principles 
of  strict  morality,  but  being  sensible  that 
if  a  knowledge  of  their  doings  percolated 
amongst  their  own  countrymen,  they  would 
find  themselves  seriously   disgraced,  the 
prospects    of  strict    treaty  enforcement 
cause  them  great  concern.    They  are  re- 
ported to  be  saying  amongst  themselves 
that  if  that  old  soshi  Abei  and  that  re- 
bel Ol  continue  their  agitation,  the  ulti- 
mate  result  will  be  a  revival  of  the  old 
conflagrations  and  roadside  murders  that 
once  created  a  reign  of  terror.    In  view  of 
such  a  conjuncture,  they  are  vying  with 
each  other  to  dispose  of  their  lands  and 
are  making  preparations  to  escape  from 
the  country.      The  consequence  is  that  in 
the  interval  between  the  introduction  of 
the     strict-enforcement    motion     in  the 
Lower   House  and  the  present  time,  the 
price  of  land  in  Yokohama  has  fallen  thirty 
per  cent.    But  if  the  effect  of  the  move- 
ment has  been   thus  unpleasant  for  one 
side,  it  has  been  more  or  less  advantage- 
ous for  the  other.     At  the  time  when  the 
strict-enforcement    Representation  made 
its  appearance  in  the  Diet,  the  Govern- 
ment adopted   the   special   precaution  of 
posting  a  police-guard  at  the  Legations  of 
the  various  Foreign  Powers  in  Tokyo.  By 
all  the  Ministers  except  the  Chinese  Re- 
presentative   these    guards    were  gladly 
accepted,  from  which  fact  it  may  be  infer- 
ed  that,  contrary  to  the  supposition  of  our 
countrymen,  the    Foreign    Ministers  are 
greatly  perturbed  about  this  strict-enforce- 
ment question,  and  appearances  indicate, 
we  are  told,  that  the  incident  is  exercising 
a  most  beneficial  effect  upon  the  progress 
'of  the  negotiations  which  Mr.  MuTSU, 
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Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  is 
now  conducting." 

In   these  comments  the  editor  of  the 
Niroku  soars  distinctly  above  the  average 
of  thoughtlessness  and  blundering  usually 
attained  by  vernacular  newspapers  in  dis- 
cussing foreign  questions,  and  by  foreign 
newspapers  in  discussing  Japanese.  There 
is  not  a  pin's  point  of  choice  between  the 
two.    Prejudice  and  silliness  grace  their 
columns  in  equal  degrees.  But  the  Niroku, 
in   this   particular    instance,   reaches  an 
elevation  of  error  that  invites  comment. 
One  would  imagine  from  our  contempor- 
ary's remarks  that  a  majority  of  the  fo- 
reign residents  in  the  Treaty  Ports  had 
acquired  land  in  the  names  of  Japanese 
mistresses,  thus  at  once  circumventing  the 
law  and  setting  at  naught  the  canons  of 
decency.     It  will  be  observed  that  these 
enterprising  persons  receive  at  least  the 
credit  of  shunning  publicity,  and  that  our 
kind  contemporary  regards  them  as  good 
men  who  do  evil  in  secret.    For  that  we 
should  be  grateful.    There  is  no  occasion, 
however,  to    discuss    here    the  relative 
standards  of  morality  applied  to  their  lives 
by  foreigners  and  Japanese.  What  we  have 
to  note  is  the  singular  misconception  that 
numbers  of  foreigners  hold   real  estate 
outside  the  Settlements  in  the  names  of 
Japanese  mistresses.    There  are  such  per- 
sons of  course.    But  how  many  ?  Truly 
we  doubt  whether  ten  examples  could  be 
found  among  the  whole  foreign  community 
of  Yokohama.  We  ourselves  have  no  actual 
knowledge  of  a  single  case,  though  rumour 
asserts  that  they  exist.    We  do  not  hesitate 
to  declare  our  conviction  that  the  writer  of 
the  Niroku' s  paragraph  could  not  name  half 
a  dozen.    The  whole  thing  is  a  veritahle 
bagatelle,  not  worth  a  moment's  consider- 
ation. Besides,  when  such  transactions  are 
entered  into  by  foreigners,  their  object 
is  not  to  acquire  large  landed  estates  in 
Japan  for  themselves,  but  merely  to  procure 
summer  resorts  where  a  brief  respite  can 
be  obtained  from  the  turmoil  of  business 
and  the  heat  of  the  Settlements,  or  to 
invest  small   sums    for   the  permanent 
benefit  of  the  Japanese  in  whose  names  the 
lands  are  registered.    Strict  enforcement 
of  the  Treaties  would  not  disturb  these 
folks  in  the  smallest  degree,  or  subject 
them  to  any  inconvenient  exposure.  Their 
transactions  are  within  the  letter  of  the 
law,  and  not  all  the  Bills  that  the  Diet 
might  pass  could  cause  them  a  qualm. 
The  agitation  against  them  is  petty  and 
contemptible  in  the  extreme.    But  if  we 
feel  justified  in    protesting  against  the 
Niroku's  exaggerations  about  the  immo- 
rality of  the  foreign  residents,  still  more 
strenuously  do  we  deny  the  silly  assertion 
that  the  community  of  Yokohama  has  been 
thrown  into  a  slate  of  perturbation  by  the 
doings  of  Messrs.  ABEl  and  Ol,  and  that, 
owing  to  a  general  desire  to  escape  from 
a  country  where  alien  life  and  property 
are  so  insecure,  the  price  of  land  in  the 
Settlement   has  fallen  some   thirty  per 


cent.    It  is  true  that  English  journals  pub- 
lished in  Yokohama  disgrace  the  manhood 
and  discernment  of  their  editors  and  en- 
deavour to  delude  their  readers  by  hysteri- 
cal caricatures  of  the  situation,  and  by 
studied  efforts  to  show  that  anti-foreign 
feeling  is  wide-spread  among  the  Japanese, 
and  that  the  people  are  at  heart  opposed 
to  mixed  residence.    But  these  mischief 
makers  no  more  represent  the  cool,  level- 
headed,  fearless  Britisher  than  Messrs. 
ABEI  and  Ol— truly  we  must  apologise  to 
the  former  for  coupling  his  name  with  the 
jatter_represent  the  typical  friendly,  hos 
pitable,  and  progressive  Japanese.  The 
Niroku  is  singularly  deluded  if  it  ima- 
gines that    British  subjects  misconstrue 
the  genuine  sentiments  of  the  Japanese 
people,  or  have  lost  any  particle  of  con 
fidence  in  the  ability  and  good-faith  of  the 
Japanese  Authorities  to  protect  them,  and 
in  the  competence  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment  to   assert    their   rights     We  can 
scarcely  bring  ourselves  to  extend  serious 
treatment  to  all  this  hyperbole  and  hysteria, 
yet  to  leave  it  wholly  unnoticed  may  be 
to  promote  its  growth.    Finally,  as  to  our 
contemporary's  allegation  that  the  Foreign 
Representatives  gladly  accepted  guards  for 
their  Legations  at  the  time  of  the  Strict- 
Enforcement  Representation,  and  are  so 
perturbed  as  to  have  perceptibly  relaxed 
their  obduracy  in  the  matter  of  Treaty 
Revision,  it  is  a  laughable  falsehood.  No 
guards  were  offered  or  accepted,  and  if  any 
Japanese  imagines  that  the  Representa 
lives  of  the  Great  Western  Powers  can  be 
intimidated  into  sacrificing  the  interests 
of  their  nationals,  the  sooner  the  mischiev 
ous  delusion  is  dispelled,  the  better  for 
Japan.    The  Foreign  Representatives  are 
perfectly  friendly  to  Japan,  and  during 
several  years  past  have  met  her  with  sym- 
pathy and  consideration.    What  may  hap- 
pen is,  not  that  their  sense  of  duty  towards 
their  countrymen  will  be  shaken  by  paltry 
displays  of  petulance  on  the  part  of  a  few 
Japanese,  but  that  their  amicable  desire  to 
aid  Japan's  praiseworthy  aspirations  will 
be  alienated  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
journals  like  the  Niroku  Shimpo,  or  check- 
ed by  agitation  such  as  Messrs.  ABEI  and 
Ol  foment. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our  readers  -«S  S%J3«7 -  £ 

5ense  respons, bie   for   the   s Ml  me  *        ag*rtionB,  or  for 

SOTurtl"  .  thS  -v  Sse/o  d,aw  therefrom.] 

JAPAN  AND  THE  TREATIES. 

To  the  Ed.tor_o7Th7  "  Japan  Mam." 
Sir,— The  turmoil  over  .nixed  residence  and 

,he  strict  enforcement  ol  tl.e  Treaties  has  "™ 
l    ed  such  importance  that     ,dema"d*  "  " 

()lls  consideration  from  all  well- wishers  of  Japan. 

ThoS  i «  foreigner,  one -having  no  ves  led  ...  e.e. U 

in  the  country,  tl.e  writer  will  not  yield  one  iota 
o  he  most  pat,  iotic  subject  of  the  empne  in 
olic  U.de  for  tl.e  best  interests  of  the  people  and 
us  Vt  ions  of  this  land  of  the  Risiug  Sun.  I  I.e.* 
ft  presumes  to  call  attention  to  what  has  no 
nresented  itself  to  the  great  mass  of  he  nat  on 
w  „  ave  given  ear  to  the  wild  d.atnbes  of  the 
T  eh  UitatL  on  ,he  subject  of  the  '  Str.ct  enforce^ 

n  e  t  of   the  Treaties,"   i.e.  that  U  would  p.ove 


disastrous  to  Japan  if  a  strict  application  could 
be  eufo.ced.     Il  would  be  insti  nctive  to  know  just 
bow  many  agitators  on  .his  subject  have  an  li.tel- 
ligenl  knowledge  of  the  treat.es  they  talU  soghbly 
about.     To  know  the  general  fact  thaiT.eat.es 
I, ave  been  entered  into  is  one  thing,  to  know  the 
significance  of  the  terms  of  the  treaties  is  qu.te 
another  matter.    It  is,  pe.l.aps,  qu.te  useless  to 
attempt  the  education  of  those  who  are  anx.cus 
10   engender   prejudice    and  discontent  against 
the  Government,  ignoring  the  fact  that  they  are 
enti.ely   ignorant  of   the    merits  of  the  subject 
they  rant  about.    Let  me  give  to  those  who  would 
tea.  down  the  fabric  of  amicable  relations  now 
existing  but  not  contemplated  when  the  treaties 
were  negotiated,  a  clear   and   concise  statement 
of  .he  instruments,  the  exact  stipulations  which 
they  would  see  strictly  enfo.ced     Perchance  they 
,nay  appreciate  the  fact  that  a  literal  appli.at.on 
of  tl.e  terms  of  the  Treaties  by  the  Western  Powers 
might  embarrass  Japanese  very  much  more  than 
Europeans  can  be  embarrassed  ...  Japan.  the 
Treaties   interpret    themselves-they    are  dear 
on  all   matters    to    which    they    refer.     Let  us 
see  what    they   are-p.emis.ng    that   they  were 
made    at     a    time    and    by    men    who  could 
have    had    no    idea   of    Japan    ever  receiving 
benefits  from  the  nations   with   which  they 
were  negotiated.    It  will  be  seen  that  there  ,s  only 
a  spirit  of  concession  running  through  them  all. 
At  the  lime  most  of  the  Treaties  we.  e  made,  Japan 
did  not  desire  to  enter  into  f.atema  relations  with 
U,e  western  world;  an  aversion  of  the    0.  e.gner 
pervaded  the  nation  ;  the  emigration  of  t he  people 
was  st.ictly  prohibited  by  the  Government ;  all  tha 
was  desired  by  the  treaty  negotiators  was  to  grant 
Z 1  few  p.  ivilegesas  possible  while  they  had  no  desire 
for  any  reciprocal  advantages.   The  future  to  them 
was  to  be  as  the  past  had  been,  isolation  as  far  as 
oossible.    The  wo.  Id  of  the  west  was  to  be  kept 
as  far  as    possible  where    it  had  been   kept  for 
Two  centuries  and  a  half.  Tl.e ,  first :  Treaty  negoti- 
ated in  1854,  only  stipulated  for  the  pr.v.  eges  to 
be  accorded  to  shipwrecked  seamen  and  to  ships 
eye  ing  the  ports  of  Shimoda  and  Hakodate. 
The  T.  eaty  made  with  G.eat  B.  itain,  also  in  1854. 
was  of  the  same  tenor.     In  l855  Russia  made  a 
Treaty  the  stipulations  of  which  were  that  Russian 
ships  might  visPit  tl.e  ports  of  Hakodate,  Sh.moda, 
a  d  Nagasaki,  and  also  that     Russian  subjects 
Uvingi-f Japan,  and  Japanese  subjects  hv.ng  „ 
Russia  will  be  treated  kindly  and  with  leniency 
and  will  be  subjected  to  no  restriction  of  liberty; 
*  o  uS  they  offend  against  the  laws,  however  ll ley 
will  be  corrected  and  pun.shed  according  to  the 

^O^Iut^'ls^T'ownsend  Harris,  acting  f or 
t,,e  Go  nment  oPihe  United  States  concluded 
another  Treaty,  wherein  it  was  stipulated  that 
"  American  citizens  committing  offences  ,n  Japan 
shall  be  t.ied  by  the  Amer. can  Consul-Gene. .1, 
and  punished  according  to  Amencan  laws 

Article  VI.  of  that  Treaty  reads  as  follows  :- 
.-Ti  e  Government  of  Japan  admits  the  right  of 
his  Excellency  the  Consul  General  of  the  United 
States  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  seven  rt,  but  ha, 
!  ked  him  to  delay  the  use  of  that  .  ight,  except  ,n 
S.  of  emergency,  shipwreck,  fcc.  to  which  he 
has  assented." 

On  October  24th.  1857.  R"ssia  ^f^MArt 
Treaty  the  principal  stipulations  of  which  re- 
lated lo  the  methods  to  be  pursued  ...  prosecuting 
Russian  trade  by  Russian  vessels,  in  the  ports  of 
Hakodate  and  Nagasaki. 

So  far  as  Treaties  are  in  evidence,  he.  e  are  no 
stiou  latio^s  granting  residence  to  the  Citizens  of 
fff££SL»Kh  which  they  were  negotiated  up 
to  this  lime. 

On  Inly  29th,  1858,  a  treaty  was  made  by 
I-  -  *.a  |4a;ri,  Consul-General  of  .he  United 
I  ownsend  Mai  1  is,  wsul  u  .  ,   ,    „  T1  , 

Slates,  whe.  ein  it  was  stipulated,  A-  tide  I.,  1 1  at 
^President  of  the  United  Stales  may  appoint  a 
diplomatic  agent  to  reside  at  the  CUy  of  Yedo 
and  Consul  or  Consular  Agent  to  .eside  at  any 
rill  o°;  the  pons  in  Japan  which  are  opened  for 
American  commerce  by  this  Treaty.  I  lie  IJipio 
ma  ic  Agent  and  Consul- General  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  the  right  of  travel  freely  ...  any 
pit  of  the  Empire  of  J^jlf'^S 
SJler  on  the  discharge  of  the  official  duties  The 
Government  of  Japan  may  appoint  a  Diplomatic 
Aeent  to  reside  al  Washington,  and  Cons. 
Consular  agents  for  any  or  all  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  Stafes;  the  Diplomatic ^Agent  and I  Consul- 
Ce.ie.al  of  lapan,  may  travel  f.eely  inany  pait 
3X  United  States  from  the  time  they  arrive  >n 
the  count,  y."  < 

Article  III.  stipulates  for  the  opening  of  the  port 
of  Ka  iagawa  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  Nagasaki  on 
1  same  day.  .859.  Niigata  on  the  Is,  of  January* 
,860  and  Hiogo  on  the  1st  of  Janua.y,  1 863. 
That'  "in  all  the  foregoing  ports  and  towns 
American  citizens  may  pe.  manently  reside.  On  the 
iVt  of  Janua.y.  1862,  Amer.cans  shall  be  allowed 
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to  live  in  Yedo,  and  from  1  he  ist  of  January,  186,}, 
in  the  city  of  Ovaka,  foi  the  purposes  of  trade  only. 

Aincle  X.  stipulates  that  "The  Japanese  Go 
veinineni  may  purchase  or  construci  in  the  United 
States  ships  of  war,  steamers,  merchant  ships,  whale- 
ships,  Cannon,  munitions  of  war,  and  aims  of  all 
kinds,  and  any  other  thing  it  may  require.  It  shall 
have  the  tight  to  engage  ill  the  United  Slates, 
scientific,  Naval  and  Military  men,  artisans  of 
all  kinds,  and  mariners  to  enter  into  its  service. 
All  purchases  made  for  the  Government  of  Japan 
may  be  exported  from  the  United  States,  and  all 
persons  engaged  for  its  service  may  freely  depart 
from  the  United  Stales." 

So  far  as  the  United  States  is  compromised  in 
the  Treaties  it  has  negotiated,  Japan  isguaranleed 
the  light  to  appoint  a   Diplomatic    Agent  and 
Consul-General   who  may    tiavel   fieely    in  any 
patt  of  the  United  Stales;  Japan  may  appoin 
Consuls  and  Consular  Agents  for  any  or  all  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  but  there  is  no 
stipulation  for  their  free  exercise    of    travel  in 
the  United    States;  there  is  no  concession  or 
stipulation  allowing  Japanese,  other  than  a  Dip 
lomatic  Agent,  Consuls,  or  Consular  Agents,  to 
reside  in  the  United  States.     The  Government 
was  not  then  casting  about  for  countries  lo  whicl 
the  teeming  population  might  emigi  ate — the  policy 
was  at  that  time  to  keep  all  Japanese  at  home 
Then  it  was  "Japanese  for  Japan  "  as  it  now  is 
"Japan  for  Japanese." 

I  have  had  occasion  in  a  former  communication 
to  refer  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  sentiment  in 
the  United  States  antagonistic  lo  llie  tesidence  of 
the  Chinese  there;  that  Chinese  labourers  are 
denied  admittance  into  the  country.  Now  let  the 
agitatois  for  a  strict  enforcement  of  treaty  stipu 
latious  where  Americans  are  involved,  conclude 
for  themselves  what  action  the  United  States  could 
take  if  she  so  decided,  and  yet  be  stiictly  within 
the  lines  of  the  Treaties — under  a  sti  ict  construction 
not  a  Japanese  could  claim  the  privilege  of  resi- 
dence in  the  United  States,  and  they  might  all  b< 
deported,  Japan  being  unable  to  offer  the  least  ob 
jection.  The  treaties  guarantee  the  privilege  of 
residence  to  Americans  in  the  open  ports  of  Japan  ; 
in  the  United  States  there  is  not  a  foot  of  territory 
upon  which  a  Japanese  can  put  his  foot  if  a  strict 
enforcement  of  the  tieaties  are  decided  upon. 

In  1858,  August  26,  a  treaty  with  Great  Britait 
was  negotiated  at  Yedo.  Ai  tide  II.  of  that  Treaty 
stipulates: — "  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  may  appoint  a  Diplomatic 
Agent  to  reside  at  the  city  of  Yedo,  and  Consuls 
or  Consular  Agent  to  reside  at  any  or  all  of  the 
potts  of  Japan  which  are  opened  to  British  com- 
merce by  lite  Treaty.  The  Diplomatic  Agent  and 
Consul-General  of  Great  Biilain  shall  have  the 
right  to  tiavel  fieely  to  any  pail  of  the  Empire. 
His  Majesty  the  Tycoon  of  Japan  may  appoint  a 
Diplomatic  Agent  to  reside  in  London,  and  Con- 
suls or  Consular  Agents,  at  any  or  all  the  ports 
of  Great  Bi  itain.  The  Diplomatic  Agent  and  Con- 
sul-General of  Japan  shall  have  the  right  to  travel 
fieely  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain." 

Article  III.  stipulates  concerning  the  privileges 
allowed  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  the  ports 
and  towns  open  to  foreign  trade.  There  is  no 
privilege  granted  in  litis  Treaty  to  other  Japanese 
than  a  Diplomatic  Agent  and  Consul  General  to 
tiavel  in  Great  Britain,  and  no  privilege  granted 
to  Japanese  other  than  a  Diploma tc  Agent,  Consuls 
or  Consular  Agent  to  reside  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Austro  Hungarian  Treaty  signed  October 
l8ih,  1869,  stipulates  in  Article  XI 1 1,  that  "All 
Japanese  subjects  may,  on  condition  of  observing 
the  laws,  visit  the  Austro- Hungai  ian  Empire  as 
well  as  the  open  ports  of  Japan,  and  there  transact 
business  with  citizens  of  the  said  Empire"  &c. 

Article  II.  stipulates  in  the  last  paragraph  : — 
"The  Diplomatic  Agent  and  the  Consular  officers 
of  Japan  shall,  under  the  condition  of  reciprocity, 
enjoy  in  the  territoty  of  the  Austi  o-Hungai  ian 
Empire  the  same  tights,  previleges,  and  immu- 
nities which  those  of  any  other  Power  now  enjoy  or 
may  heieafler  enjoy." 

This  Treaty  is  the  first  one  in  which  the  privilege 
is  accorded  to  Japanese  subjects,  other  than  Diplo- 
matic Agents  and  Consular  officers,  to  visit  or 
reside  in  the  country  of  the  Treaty  Power.  It  is  to 
be  seen,  in  the  light  of  the  Proclamation  made  on 
the  23rd  of  May,  1 866,  that  the  desire  of  the  Japa- 
nese  Government  was  to  prevent  its  subjects  from 
visiting  Occidental  lands  prior  lo  the  time  of  its 
promulgation. 

What  would  a  strict  application  of  llie  letter  of 
the  Treaties,  as  they  are,  result  in  ?  Foreignet  s  in 
Japan  could  be  confined  lo  the  Treaty  ports  as  per- 
manent residents,  with  the  privilege  to  go  any 
where  within  the  radius  of  ten  ri  for  purposes 
of  recreation.  Travellers  would  have  to  resort  to 
steamer  accommodation  to  teniove  fiom  one  open 


pott  to  another,  (hat  and  that  only.  Japanese 
subjects  would  lie  denied  all  access  lo  llie  United 
Slates    and    Europe,    With    the    exception    of  llu 

Auslro-Huugariati  Empire,  whit  h  they  may  visu . 

When  the  matter  is  fully  thought  ovei  it  IHIISl  l>< 
.1  pp.i  1  en  I  to  these  men,  who  now  1  ead,  pi  obahly  foi 

the  first  time,  that  it  was  to  the  intervention  of  Ti  eaty 
stipulations  with  the  Austi o-Hungat ian  Empire, 
that   their  fathers  and  themselves  wetefiist  pel 
milled  to  visit  the  opens  ports  of  their  own  loved 
Japan  to  transact  business  without  official  espion 
age. 

The  agilatot  s  who  are  so  strenuous  in  their  de 
mauds  would  do  well  10  digest  the  full  im 
poit  of  (he  nteasuies  they  propose.  They  should 
weigh  well  (he  gains  and  possible  losses  that  may 
ensue.  They  should  read  and  re-iead  the  admir- 
able document  tead  by  His  Excellency  Mr.  Mutsu 
to  the  membeis  of  Patlianient  prior  to  its  proro- 
gation, 

Yours  truly,  X. 
Yokohama,  January  12th,  1894. 


AN  UNNECESSARY  OBSTRUCTION. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, —  I  beg  space  in  your  columns  lo  point  out 
to  the  Keucho  Authorities  (in  any  olhet  countiy 
I  should  appeal  to  the  Police,  bill  from  what  I 
have  seen  of  the  Yokohama  Force  I  am  convinced 
that  coutse  would  be  useless),  that  the  long  1  ow  of 
jinyikisha  oulside  the  Grand  Hotel,  in  Water- 
Street,  is  a  gieat  nuisance,  taking  up  as  it  does  a 
large  pot  lion  of  a  vei  y  nai  row  thoroughfare.  Much 
of  the  traffic  from  the  Bund  and  Ci  eek-side  and 
neat  ly  all  thai  over  the  Yato  Bt  idge  from  the  Bluff 
tin  us  into  Water-Street  and  produces  congestion, 
and  liability  to  accident.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  there 
is  no  recognised  '*  stand  "  outside  the  Gtand  Hotel, 
so  far  as  Water-Street  is  concerned,  but  if  there 
is,  there  ought  not  lo  be.  It  is  no  place  for  a 
jiurikisha  stand,  and,  11101  eover,  thei  e  is  plenty  of 
room  inside  llie  hotel  compound  for  all  llie 
kuruma  tequired,  when  the  number  standing  for 
the  hotel  on  the  Bund  is  taken  into  consideration. 

Yours,  Sec.,  FOUR-WHEELER. 

January  l6lh,  1894. 


"HAWAIIAN  AFFAIRS." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
SlR, — The    article  in   your   editorial  columns 
yesterday  under  the  above  heading  may  not  be 
passed  without  protest.  In  its  conclusions  concei  n- 
ing    the    policy    of    the    United   States  toward 
Hawaii,  it  is,  in  Yankee  slang,  "'altogether  too 
previous."    Moteover,  the  sarcastic  flings  of  (he 
pen  which  gave  shape  to  its  "  diverting  specula- 
tion "    upon    "the    wonderful    foibeaiance  and 
disinterestedness  claimed  for  the   United  States 
their    dealings    with    foreign    countries,"  ill 
grace  your  journal.    In  fact,  too,  neither  history 
nor  the  piesent  mood  of  the  people  of  America 
justifies    your  wi  iter's  statements.     I    spent  a 
laige    pait    of    the    past    year    in    the  United 
S(ales,    and   was    (wice  at   Honolulu,    where  I 
met  representative  men,  within  and  outside  the 
piesent  party  in  political  control  of  the  islands.  I 
know  that  last  year  public  opinion  in  America  did 
not  favour  the  proposed  annexation  of  Hawaii  to 
the  American  Union.    I  know  also  that  the  revolu- 
tion in  Hawaii  was  in   its  origin  the  inevitable 
evolt  of  an  outraged  people,  who  happened  to  be 
argely  of  American  descent,  for  the  sake  of  self- 
preservation  and  the  general  welfare.    But  with  the 
Hawaiian  revolution  I  am  not  now  especially  con- 
cerned.   That  follows  the  course  civilization  has 
been  taking  for  thousands  of  years,  the  world 
around.    Hawaii  will  at  last  receive  place  among 
the  conquests  of  civilized  man,  as  has  happened 
heady    in   both    hemispheres  with   many  other 
countries.    Fortunate  will  Hawaii  be  if  this  con- 
quest secures  for  all  its  inhabitants  a  thorough 
autonomy.    The  wish  expressed  in  this. last  sen- 
tence was,  I  know,  the  general  wish  of  the  American 
public  but  a  few  months  ago.    The  people  of  the 
United  States  have  not  desired  to  incorporate 
these  islands  into  their  own  body  politic.  The 
difficulty  has  lain  in  the  honest  but  mistaken 
effort  of  President  Cleveland  to  restore  the  Queen 
who  was,  by  an  unsought  necessity,  expelled  from 
her  basely-used  throne.    If  he  had  best  seen  his 
way  clear  to  help  forward  a  strong  protectorate 
which  would  secure  autonomy  for  the  Hawaiian 
people,  native  and  of  foreign  origin  as  well,  Con- 
gress and  the  public  sentiment  would  overwhelm- 
ingly have  supported  his  acts.    But  by  his  mis- 
taken zeal  he  would  remand  the  islands  to  politi- 
cal corruption  of  the  worst  kind,  and,  yet  worse, 
a  revival  of  savagery.    President  Cleveland 


thus  nnssed  hi,  greal  opportunity,  an. I  now,  none 
"I  us  can  tell  how  far  ihe  aroused  indignation  of 
the  Aniencan  people  will 


glial  Ion 

cairy  (hem.  I(  may 
bring  about  more  American  interference  in  Hawaii 
than  geneially  thought  desuahle  last  yea.  f 
hope  otherwise.  A  quasi  p.  otectoi  ale  may  be  as 
far  as  governmental  action  will  go.  But  this  far 
it  should  go.    A  government,  voicing  the  will  of 

all  intelligent,  o.de. -loving  inhabitants  of  the 
islands,  without  distinction  of  race,  should  be  as- 
sumed. This  end,  I  think,  the  Americans  will 
bring  to  pass.  Meanwhile,  it  is  only  just  to  all 
pailies  inleiesled  that  we,  in  our  ignorance  of  what 
is  going  on,  should  not  seek  to  anticipate  the  end 
and  especially  that  we  should  not  indulge  in 
gratuitous  comments  upon  the  supposititious  con- 
duct of  a  gieat  nation  which  has  never  yet  gone 
beyond  its  own  continental  limits  in  quest  of  ter- 
ritory with  which  to  aggrandize  itself. 

Yours  very  truly,       CLAY  MacCAULEV. 
Tokyo,  Januaty  16th,  1894. 


TO  the  editor  of  the  "japan  mail." 
Sir,— Your  a. tide  regarding  Hawaiian  affai.s 
in  your  paper  of  151b  inst.,  was  most  interesting  to 
as,  by  last  mail  from  the  U.S.  I  teceived  a 
letter  on  the  same  subject,  and  while  you  think 
the  spirit  of  aggiession  abroad  among  the  Yan- 
kees, my  cor.espondenl  puts  a  different  construc- 
tion on  the  desiie  to  acquiie  Hawaii.  He  states 
the  general  opinion  seems  lo  be  that  the  U.S.  must 
have  sole  control  in  self-defence,  and  keep  lliem 
out  of  the  clutches  of  "  the  people  of  the  tight  little 
island."    I  will  quote  from  his  letter  :— 

Thejgeneral  opinion  seems  lo  be  that  we  must 
depart  fi  om  our  policy  of  non  interference  in  (he 
case  of  the  Sandwich  Islands— and  although  one 
rarely  sees  anything  in  the  papers  of  the  real 
feeling,  it  appears  to  be  this.  The  U.S.  has  a 
long  seaboaid  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific.  On 
the  Atlantic,  we  are  already  in  too  close  pioximity 
to  our  so-called  cousins— who  showed  their  animus 
during  our  civil  war.  *  *  *  *  Bermuda  and 
Halifax  aie  two  strongholds,  kep(  up  on  account 
of  the  U.S.  Strong  fortifications,  dry  and  wet 
docks,  coal  and  munitions  of  war  in  large  quanti- 
ties, a  pei  feet  base  of  supplies  and  every  facility 
for  a  fleet.  The  two  harbours  of  refuge  and  sup- 
plies are  connected  by  a  private  cable.  On  our 
Noith  is  Canada,  with  supplies  in  large  quanti- 
ties at  Montreal  and  other  places  ;  a  railway  lo 
(he  Pacific;  and  at  Esquimalt  another  sl.ongly 
fortified  harbour  with  docks,  shops,  etc.  If  the 
British  could  get  Hawaii  it  would  soon  be  an- 
other Bermuda,  and  a  pi  ivate  cable  from  Esquimalt 
via  Honolulu  to  Ansii alia,  would  be  the  result. 
We  should  be  surrounded,  for  even  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  the  "land  grabbers"  are  en  evidence. 
It  is  nonsense  to  disguise  the  truth  and  try  to 
make  out  that  Americans  and  English  love  each 
other.  They  do  not,  and  I  cannot  see  why  they 
should.  What  has  there  been  in  the  past,  from 
our  birth  to  the  present,  to  cause  a  feeling  of 
loveP  We  can  and  do  respect  them  for  many 
things,  but  we  do  not  like  them.  If  Russia  had 
a  better  Government  and  her  people  were  better 
colonizers,  we  Yanks  would  not  mind  her  having 
the  Islands  very  much,  becauseshe  would  be  a  buffer 

slate  and  she  had  always  been  friendly  to  us  not 

that  we  have  anything  in  common  except  England. 
We  are  rich  and  powerful,  and  Russia  does  not 
believe  there  is  much  love  between  ourselves  and 
our  cousins  over  ihe  water." 

From  the  tone  of  my  friend's  letter  I  hardly 
think  the  "  spirit  of  aggression  "  is  so  much  abroad 
in  the  U.S.  as  you  appear  to  think.  It  is  more  a 
feeling  that,  should  the  misfortune  of  war  with 
Great  Britain  overtake  us,  our  Atlantic  coast  is  in 
danger,  and  while  what  is  past  cannot  be  helped, 
we  need  not  be  so  short-sighted  now  as  to  let  her 
hem  us  in  on  the  Pacific  also. 

Enclosing  my  card,  I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 


Yokohama,  January  17th,  1894. 


H. 


BE  SUBJECT  UNTO  THE  HIGHER 
POWERS." 


lo 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —The  above  was  spoken  in  reference  to  the 
civil  government.  Paul  in  writing  the  Church  at 
Rome  requests  them  to  be  law-abiding,  that  "  every 
soul  be  subject  to  the  powers  that  be."  This  has 
been  the  duty  of  the  Christian  in  all  countries  from 
that  day  hence.  There  is  only  one  exception. 
When  the  civil  law  comes  in  conflict  with  the 
divine,  then  with  Peter  we  should  say,  "  We  must 
obey  God  rather  than  men  "  (Acts  5,  25).  Apart 
from  this  a  Christian  is  no  more  at  liberty  lo  break 
the  law  of  the  land  than  the  law  of  God.  This  is 
apparent,  first,  because  of  the  sin  in  itself  of  break- 
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ing  law;  and  second,  if  man  will  not  obey  Hie civil 
law  when  contrary  to  liis  wishes,  neither  will  be 
obey  the  Law  of  God.  A  signal  case  I. as  come 
witiiins  my  own  expe.ience.  On  first  com  tug  la 
this  country,  some  two  yeai  s  ago,  11  was  thought 
desirable  to  live  in  the  interior,  so  not  knowing  so 
well  tbe  nature  of  ibe  case,  as  the  custom  is,  the 
fit  st  thing  was  to  have  a  passport.  When  it  was 
g, anted,  by  inquiry  it  was  found  to  have  been 
obtained  on  a  false  p.etence.  To  this  I  objected- 
But  the  Japanese  f.iend  insisted  that  there  was 
nothing  wrong  in  it,  that  the  gospel  was  ihe  only 
thing  for  the  salvation  of  the  people;  to  cany 
them  the  gospel  I  must  be  among  them;  but  I 
could  not  be  among  them  without  a  passpoit; 
therefore  to  obtain  a  passport  in  this  way  was  al- 
lowable under  the  cii  cumstances.  He  argued 
further  that  the  law  on  this  subject  was  a  mere 
foun  and  it  was  not  expected  that  it  should  be 
obeyed.  The  reply  was,  that  to  accept  a  passport 
on  such  grounds  would  be  to  live  on  the  top  of  a 
falsehood  and  that  as  long  as  such  form  of  law 
existed, so   far  as  I  was  concerned,     it  must  be 

obeyed.  .  .     ,  111  c 

How  did  this  Japanese  fnend  regaid  the  law  ot 
God  ai  the  lime'?  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
lie  would  look  upon  it  in  the  same  way  and  so  he 
did.  He  claimed  that  the  ordinance  of  baptism 
was  a  mere  form  and  if  ihe  heai  t  was  light  it 
mattered  not  whether  one  was  sprinkled,  poured 
upon,  or  immersed.  "  If  ihe  heart  is  rightv"  Here  is 
exactly  the  point  called  in  question.  Can  a  man  s 
hea.t  be  right  when  it  counts  the  law  of  the  cove- 
nant wherewith  it  was  sanctified  an  unholy  thing 
and  does  despite  to  the  spiiit  of  grace?  The 
heait  is  not  light  till  it  obeys  from  the  heart  that 
form  of  doctrine  delivered  as  not  a  mere  form  but 
a  special  divinely  set  foi  m. 

Bit   we  can   do  so  much  more  good  by  living 
among  the  people  than  by  being  located  at  an  open 
port.  This  depends  allogethei  on  what  is  consider- 
ed "  good."  One  may  be  in  more  intimate  contact 
with    the   people  it  is  true;  but  intimate  contact 
with   the   people   may   not  always  be  foi  good. 
Suppose  they  say  as  you  pass  the  street,  the,  e  goes 
a  foieigner   who  is  daily  breaking  ihe   law  of  our 
cotinli  y  and  yet  he  brings  us  Christianity.     If  this 
is  Christianity  we  do  not  want  it,  it  is  not  suitable 
to  our  country.    Then  suppose  if  others  should 
adopt  Chi  istianity  and  become  nominal  Chi  istians 
how  would  they,  fiom  the  practical  lesson  of  then 
teacher,  regard  the  law  of  the  Bible  ?  Precisely 
in  the  same  way.     It  is  simply  a  theory,  a  beauti- 
ful theory  to  be  talked  about  and  taught  but  not 
to   be  obeyed,  "Ye  are  our  epistle,"  says  Paul, 
"  known  and  read  of  all  men."     Nothing  is  liner 
than  that  the  Church  is  judged  accoiding  lo  the 
conduct  of  ils  members,  and  estimated  according 
to  the  standard  of  their  moial  and  Christian  in- 
tegrity. . 

But  again  it  is  objected  that  we  must  not  have 
too  lender  consciences  on  this  question,  that  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  to  enforce  the  li  eaty  law 
does  not  apply  10  missionaries,  but  merchants  and 
others.  Now  can  this  be,  since  the  lavv  lakes 
no  account  of  religion  one  way  or  another  ?  Be- 
sides, are  we  to  conclude  that  sinnei  s  are  to  observe 
the  laws  of  the  land,  but  Christians  can  break  them 
with  impunity  ;  and  that  because  we  are  Chris- 
tians we  are  lo  be  lawless,  while  those  making  no 
pretentions  to  a  righteous  life  in  Clnist  are  to  be 
aw  abiding  ?  Such  some  would  have  us  believe. 
To  my  mind  there  has  been  scarcely  any  one 
thing  moie  hurtful  to  Clu  istianity  and  degrading 
lo  Ihe  Christian  character  than  this  disregaid  for 
the  law  of  the  land  in  which  we  live  and  labour. 

In  what  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing  it  is  in 
no  wise  intended  to  encourage  lhal  unwarranted 
hostility  against  Christians  now  so  prevalent 
among  the  Japanese  people.  I  would  lather  ex- 
hort those  wearing  ihe  name  of  Chr  ist  to  give  less 
occasion  to  have  our  good  evil-spoken-of,  to  give 
offence  lo  neither  Jew  nor  Greek  nor  the  Church 
of  God. 

Yours,  &c,  J-  M-  McCALEB. 

No.  12,  Tsukiji,  Tokyo. 

THE  POLITICAL  SITUATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,  As  was  demonstrated  in  my  last  commu- 
nication reviewing  the  letter  of  the  treaty— for  the 
concessions  and  privileges  granted  to  the  subjects 
and  citizens  of  the  vai  ions  Treaty  Powers  by  Japan, 
the  only  concession  Japan  asked  for,  or  received, 
under  Treaty  stipulations  was  the  pi  ivilege  of  pur- 
chasing or  constructing  in  the  United  Slates  ships 
of  war,  steamers,  merchant-ships,  whale-ships,  can- 
non munitions  of  war,  and  aims  of  all  kinds,  and  any 
other  thing  it  may  require,  and  the  light  lo  engage 
in  the  United  Stales,  scientific,  naval  and  military 
men,  artisans  of  all  kinds,  and  marines  to  enter 
into  its  service,  and  all  purchases  made  by  the  Go- 


veinment  of  Japan  lo  be  exported  from  the  United 
States,  and  all  peisons  engaged  for  Its  seivice 
should  be  f  1  ee  to  depait  from  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  stipulation  lhal  Japanese  subjects  should 
have  the  light  to  transact  any  other  business. 
In  the  Austro-Hungar  ian  tieaty  it  only  stipulates 
that  Japanese  subjects  may  visit  the  Empire  of 
Austro-Hungai  y  for  the  puipose  of  purchasing 
Austio- Hungarian  merchandise.  The  advocates 
of  diiect  trade  may  make  a  note  of  that  in  then 
own  inlei  est. 

That  Japanese  suhjectshave  had  fr  ee  access  to  the 
United  Stales  and  Europe  is  because  of  the  solici- 
tude of  the  nations  lo  accord  to  them  all  Hie  rights 
and  pi  ivileges  accorded  to  the  subjects  and  citizens 
of  the  most  favoured  nations.  There  uevei  was  any 
attempt  made  to  curtail  the  free  exercise  of  person- 
al  freedom  by  the  subject  of  the  Japanese  Empire 
in  Europe  or  the  United  Slates.  That  the  Austro- 
Huugarian  treaty  stipulates  that  Japanese  subjects 
shall  be  allowed  to  visit  that  Empire  is  evidence 
of  that.  The  Treaties  need  to  be  revised,  if  they 
are  to  be  strictly  enforced  first,  not  that  Japan 
may  legain  her  lights,  but  thai  her  subjects  may  be 
accorded  as  a  light  what  they  now  enjoy  solely  by 
sufferance.  The  United  Stales  has  never  refused  to 
comply  with  the  stipulations  of  her  Treaty.  Ausiro- 
Hungary  granted  no  rights  to  Japan,  but  obtained 
a  limited  freedom  for  Japanese  subjects.  Japan 
needs  the  recognition  of  rights  and  privileges  for 
her  subjects  lhal  are  accorded  to  the  subjects  of 
the  most  favoured  nations.  True  she  would  gain 
nothing  bill  what  she  now  enjoys,  but  the  tenure 
would  be  one  of  light  rather  than  sufferance. 

I  read  that  some,  or  one,  of  the  Japanese  papers, 
urges  that  ihe  Navy  of  ihe  Empiie  be  increased, 
that  Japan  may  be  in  a  position  lo  recover  hei 
treaty  1  iglils.  Will  any  Japanese  tell  me  what 
r  ights  have  been  withheld  from  her  that  were  gua 
anted  by  the  Treaties.  Eve.  y  pi  ivilege  enjoyed  by 
foreigners  in  Japan  outside  thestnct  letter  of  the 
Treaties  has  been  accorded  to  them  by  the  giaci 
ous  consent  of  the  Government. 

Exti  a-lei  rilorialily  to  become  a  feature  of  the 
past,  and  the  1  ecovery  of  her  right  lo  make  her  own 
taiiff  regulations,  is  what  Japan  is  seeking  for. 
To  1  ecover  jui  isdiction  over  foreigner  s  is  to  1  ecovei 
a  right  she  by  Treaty  divested  heiself  of,  but  not  to 
recover   a  treaty  light.     To  gain  the   consent  of 
the  Treaty  Powers  that  she  may  enact  her  own 
taiiff  rales  and  regulations  is  not  lorecover  any 
Tieaty  right,  because  she  never  divested  heiself  ol 
that  light  permanently— as  she  did  with  he.  right 
of  jurisdiction   over    foreigners.     Tariff  uegotia 
lions  weie  to  be  resumed  at  the  option  of  eilhei 
Japan  or  the  treatv  powers  upon  due  notice  being 
given.    Under    the    stipulations   of  the  l'ieaties 
Japan  can  demand  a  lemodelling  of  her  tai  iff  :  she 
cannot  do  so  regarding  exti  ate.  rito.  lal ity,  she  can 
only  ask  that  the  right  lo  bring  all  persons  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Empire  under  her  laws  may  be 
estoied  to  her,  but  not  as  a  Ti  eaty  right. 

To  badger  and  molest  a  man  is  not  the  best  way 
to  obtain  his  friendship.  A  man  strong  enough 
to  cope  with  any  other  man,  may  be  scant  of 
courtesy  with  him,  but  when  he  finds  himsell  con- 
fronted with  a  dozen  men  more  stalwart  than  him- 
self prudence  dictates  that  he  be  at  least  civil,  not 
obtrusively  aggressive.  To  assert  her  jurisdiction 
over  foreigners  despite  the  Treaty  might  bung 
complications.  To  assert  her  rights  to  enact  her 
own  tai  iff  rates  and  regulations  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  cause  a  Treaty  Power  to  remonstrate. 
Extratenitoiialily  is  what  the  foieigner  clings  lo, 
the  present  temper  of  the  Japanese  people  will 
make  him  more  steadfast  in  his  tenacity  to  hold  on 
to  that  as  long  as  possible. 

If  the  Government  proves  itself  able  to  control 
the  turbulent  element  liW  working  so  much  mis 
chief,  confidence  will  be  soon  restoied  ;  for  it  is  to 
the  Government  the  fo.eigners  naturally  look  for 
indications  illustrating  the  measure  of  security 
there  is  for  them   under    the   institutions  of  the 
country.      An  a  nl  i-for  eign  sentiment  among  the 
people  will  not  achieve  what  it  so  ar  denlly  desi,  es. 
Fraternity    will    do    more  than   antagonism  lo 
settle  the  vexed  question  of  Treaty  Revision. 
Yours  respectfully,  X. 
Yokohama,  January  151I1,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
S,R>_To  compel  all  foreigners  to  live  within 
the  limits  of  the  open  ports,  would  entail  a  certani 
amount  of  loss  to  those  who  are  now  established  ,„ 
domiciles  outside  the  foreign  concessions.  What 
Ihe  number  may  be  I  do  not  know,  but  it  must  be 
ve.y  much  less  (ban  the  number  who  are  per- 
manenl  residents  within  treaty  limits.  Ihe  number 
of  those  outside  treaty  limits  holding  real  property 
in  Japanese  names  must  be  inconsiderable.  I  wo 
bundled  thousand  dollars  would  probably  more 
than  cover  the  entiie  amount  of  actual  money  loss, 
but  loss  of  occupations,  or  employment  would,  if  it 


.eft  them  without  resources,  prove  a  serious  matter 
to  them,  necessitating  their  leaving  the  country. 
To  the  prop;  ielors  of  real  piopeity  in  the  settle 
menls  it  would  be  a  veritable  boon,  as  it  would 
enhance  the  value  of  their  holdings  immensely. 
The  value  of  land   would  advance  lapidly  and 
rents  would  go  up  and  riches  would  flow  in  upon 
them  who  aie  masters  of  the  situation  ;  the  gam  to 
the  holders  of  lands  and  houses  in  ihe  settlements 
would  cover  the  losses  of  the  unfortunates  who 
would  have  to  leave  the  interior,  very  many  times 
over.     Really  the  land-owners  of  the  settlements 
should  be  more  anxious  to  have  Ihe  treaties  sir  icily 
enforced  than  the  most  rabid  Japanese.    There  is 
money  in  il  for  them.     Japanese  have  everything 
to  loose  and  nothing  to  gain  ;  they  do  not  hold  real 
estate  in  t"he  settlements,  and  the  disbursements 
now  made  by  the  foreigner  in  the  interior,  which 
are  conducive  lo  ihe  pi  ospei  ity  of  the  locality  where 
foreigners   congregate,   would    be   lost   to  llrem. 
Railway  receipts  would  shrink;  hotel  proprietors 
who  have  been  entertaining  foi  eigner  s  would  sigh. 
The  money  spent  by  foieign  travellers,  amount 
ing  to  millions  of  dollars  yearly,  would  cease  to 
flow  into  the  coffers  of  the  small  traders  through- 
out the  interior.    The  Imperial  Hotel  in  Tokyo 
would  have  to  close  ils  poilals  against  foreigners, 
very  much  to  the   satisfaction  of  the  hotel  pro- 
pi  ielors  of  Yokohama  and  the  hotel  in    1  sukljl. 
The  loss  lo  Japanese  railroads  would  be  the  gain 
of  foieign  steamships  ;  to  render  life  a  burden  to  a 
newcomer  would  woik  to  the  advantage  of  ihe  old 
resident.    There  being  a  limit  to  the  confines  of  the 
open  ports  where  merchants  can  find  accommoda- 
tion for  their  warehouses,  the  present  occupants 
would  be  dictators  to  new  come.  s.    If  the  advent  of 
foreigners  as  permanent  residents  is  considered  to  be 
to  Ihe  disadvantage  of  japan,  lo  .est.  let  ihem  to  the 
confines  of  the  present  t.  eaty  limits  will  pi  ove  a  com- 
plete remedy.     There  ai  e  bidden  motives  in  many 
things.'  The  promoleisof  the  famous  meeting  that 
formulated    the   energetic    protest   against  tieaty 
revision,  might  have  had  in  view  the  fact  lhal  to 
open  the  Country  to  foreigners  would  cause  real 
estate  in  Yokohama  to  shrink  in  value.  Many 
there   aie    who  would  piefer  living  on  locations 
contiguous    lo  Yokohama   lo   the  present  settle- 
ment   "  There  is  no  accounting  for  the  milk  in  the 
cocoanut."     The   Japanese   must  not   think  that 
foreigners    now  here    are  all    satisfied  Willi  the 
extension  of  their  privileges.    There  are  those  who 
urge  that  they  ai  e  sufferers  thereby,  and  who  claim 
that  as  l.olde.s  of  real  estate  they  are  defrauded 
of  their  possible  gains  because  the  Government  is 
so  lenient  in  regard  to  this  matte,  of  . es. deuce  out- 
side of  treaty  limits.     Do  the  Japanese  think  for 
one  moment  that  the  siock-holde.  s  and  prop.  letors 
of   the  hotels  in   the  open  po.  Is  aie  altogether 
pleased  that  Japanese  hotels  in  ihe  inleilor  and  in 
Tokyo  dive.t  so  large  a  share  of  the  patronage 
they  so  much  desire  to  control  P    By  some  persons 
it  is  claimed  that  no  land-holder  should  be  made 
pay  his  giound   rent   until   the  Government  re- 
strict all  foreigners— except  those  in  the  employ 
of   the   Government— from   living   or  sojourning 
outside  of  treaty  limits.    The  advocates  for  strict 
treaty  enforcement  in  rega.d  to  residence  outside 
the  tieaty  limits  have  sentiment  only  to  urge,  the 
land  owners  of  the  settlements  have  a  money  in- 
terest that  is  more  potent  than  an  idea. 

There  is  another  phase  that  this  matter  might 
assume.  Under  treaty  provisions  llie.e  was  no 
control  of  the  foreign  concessions  vested  in  the 
Japanese  Authoiilies.  That  the  foreign  settle- 
ments should  be  in  any  wise  supervised  by  a 
Japanese  police  force  was  not  contemplated  by  ihe 
treaties.  If  the  privileges  that  aliens  now  enpy 
that  are  not  provided  for  in  the  treaties,  are  to  be 
withdrawn,  then  il  would  be  possible  that  the  sub- 
jects and  citizens  of  the  treaty  power  s  would  re- 
quest Iheir  several  Governments  to  insist  upon  the 
revisal  of  the  status  quo  that  existed  prior  lo  the 
concession  being  made  lhal  allows  of  Japanese 
control  in  any  way.  The  more  this  question  pL 
strict  tieaty  enforcement  is  examined  the  more 
distinctly  its  boomerang  qualities  are  manifest.  Il 
is  a  menace  lo  all  cordial  relations  between  the 
subjects  of  the  empiie  and  the  aliens  who  aie  here 
by  the  consent  of  ihe  Govei  nment— as  I  have  in- 
timated, Japanese  have  more  to  loose  than  the 
alien. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Yokohama,  January  1 8th,  1894. 


"SPREAD-EAGLE  LOGIC." 

to  the  editor  of  the  "japan  mail." 
Sir,— Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  having 
sur  vived  the  snubbing  elicited  from  ihe  Rev.  Clay 
MacCauley  by  your  good-natured  article  on  Ame- 
rican action  in  Hawaii,  and  also  on  having  been 
the  means  (under  Providence)  of  procuring  for 
your  large   circle  of   disinterested   readers  an 
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■musing  instance  of  unconscious  Pharisaism  and 
spread  «-a^ It-  log ic,  The  sixty-foui  million  crowned 

heads  of  1 1 1  f  United  Stales  foim,  il  would  seem,  a 

loyal  family  too  sacred  for  criticism,  and  it  "  ill 
graces  your  journal '  even  to  indulge  in  specula- 
lions  as  to  what  it  may  please  Their  Majesties  to 
do,  because — because  why  ? — because  they  are 
"  a  gieal  nation  which  has  never  yet  gone  beyond 
its  own  continental  limits  in  quest  of  territory 
with  which  to  aggrandize  itse|f." 

How  delicious  aie  these  "continental  limits," 
and  how  peculiary  delicate  the  conscience  which 
finds  ill  that  one  saving  woid  continental  an 
anodyne  for  all  possible  self-reproach!  Indians 
decimated,  Texas  and  California  grabbed,  Canada 
hanker  ed  after,  Cuba  inti  igued  in,— aii  y  nothings  I 
for  are  they  not  all  within  the  same  continent  ? 
By  my  life,  the  idea  is  charming.  It  admits,  loo, 
of  such  indefinite  expansion.  For  instance,  on  this 
theory  China  might  lawfully  annex  Japan  though 
Gei  many  may  not.  On  the  oilier  hand,  no  one 
can  have  aught  to  say  against  Gei  many  for  swal- 
lowing Alsace,  or  against  Russia  for  partaking  of 
Poland  : — for  aie  not  all  these  in  the  same  con- 
tinent. True,  most  plain  men  may  hitherto  have 
thought  that  between  the  little  boy  who  steals 
apples  and  his  playmate  who  steals  pears,  the 
ethical  difference  is  slight.  Nor,  now  I  come 
to  think  of  it,  does  your  critic  and  moralist 
explicitly  set  forth  tbeieasons  that  should  establish 
the  intra-continental  gobbling*  as  lawful,  and 
ihe  extra-continental  as  unlawful.  We  are 
left  to  infer  some  moral  maxim  similar  to  those 
unproved  but  never  disputed  assumptions  on  which 
Euclid  based  his  edifice  of  geometi  ical  truth.  As 
for  the  subject  under  discussion,  most  outsiders, 
I  suppose,  will  agiee  with  you  in  thinking  il  most 
natural  for  the  Americans  to  wish  to  acquiie  poli- 
tical supremacy  in  Hawaii,  and  will  wish  them 
Godspeed  if  they  can  gel  bold  of  the  faiiy  aichi- 
pelago.  To  conquer  and  to  desire  conquest  are, 
as  you  point  out,  among  their  Anglo-Saxon  ihhei  it- 
ances.  No  doubt  it  is  also  thoroughly  Anglo-Saxon 
for  them — 01  some  of  (hem— to  attempt  to  justify 
all  their  actions  and  inactions  oil  high  Pecksniffian 
principles.  In  ibis,  as  in  all  else,  they  are  bul 
chips  of  the  old  block. 

I  am.  Si.,  your,  AMUSED  READER. 

Tokyo,  Januai  y  181I),  1894. 


THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY  OF 
JAPAN. 


An  ordinary  meeting  of  the  above  mentioned 
Society  was  held  at  (he  Geographical  Society 
(Chiguku-Kyokai)  Nishi  Konyacho,  Tokyo,  on  ihe 
I2th  instant  at  5  p.m,  the  President,  Viscount 
Enomoto,  in  ihe  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been 
read  and  approved,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
duly  proposed,  seconded,  and  balloted  for.  They 
were  unanimously  elected  :  — 

Professor  Detrich  and  Messrs.  T.  Hoshino,  N. 
Kanda,  and  T.  V.  Pineyro. 

Viscount  Enomoto  having  to  leave  the  chair,  bis 
place  was  taken  by  Professor  John  Milne,  Vice- 
Pi  esident. 

An  enormous  lens  by  Sleinheil  of  Munich,  which 
had  been  acquired  by  the  Imperial  Arsenal,  was 
shown  by  Mi.  K.  Ogura.  The  focus  is  2  meters 
and  the  diameter  150  mm.  The  lens  is  of  enor- 
mous weight,  being  apparently  nearly  solid  glass. 

Mr.  Ogura  also  showed  some  fine  enlargements 
from  quarter-plates  exposed  in  the  hand  camera. 
The  size  of  the  enlargements  18  by  12  inches. 

Mr.  Tanaka  showed  a  fine  collotype  from  bis 
own  negative. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Burton  and  Mr.  K.  Arito  showed  the 
results  of  comparative  exposures  on  an  ordinal  y 
plate,  a  Sandell  noil  halation  plate,  and  a  Seed 
non-halation  plate.  A  very  difficult  subject  had 
been  selected.  The  two  non-halation  plates  showed 
about  the  same  results — merely  a  trace  of  halation 
—and  then  both  immensely  belter  than  the  result 
with  the  ordinal  y  plate. 

Several   members  testified   to   their  successful 
work  with  the  tabloids  by  Messrs.  Burrough,  Wei 
come  and  Co.,  which  had  been  distributed  at  the 
last  meeting.  • 

A  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Photo- 
graphic Society  of  Japan,  asking  him  to  join  a 
Committee  which  in  taking  steps  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  Daguerre,  was  received  from  Societe 
Francaise  de  Photographic 

The  proceedings  ended  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. 


Eczema.— Book  on  **  Skin  Trouble,"  net, 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rab 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


STA  TE  AID  FOR  SCHOOL  TEA  CH MRS. 

Bill  for  orintino  Statu  Aid  for  increasing 
the  SALARIES  of  Pkimaky  School  Teachers 

OP  LONG  STANDING. 

Ail.  I. —  Any  ordinary  or  extraordinary  teachei 
who  has  served  consecutively  for  five  01  mine  yeais 
in  ihe  same  ordinary  01  higher  piimaiy  school, 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  long  seivice  increment  to  his 
01  lie  1  salary  bom  (he  Treasury. 

A't.  II.  —  On  ihe  completion  of  Ihe  Hist  live 
years  of  consecutive  service,  the  1  ate  of  long  ser 
vice  inclement  shall  be  15  pet  cent,  on  Ihe  salary 
which  the  teacher  is  then  receiving.  After  that  IO 
pei  cent,  shall  be  added  on  ihe  completion  of  eveiy 
five  years,  until  the  whole  amount  of  1  .he  increment 
reaches  lo  35  per  cent,  of  the  original  salary. 

Teachers  who  receive  twenty  live  yen  01  more 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  long  seivice  incre- 
ment. In  liO  case  shall  the  long  seivice  incle- 
ment exceed  ihe  limit  of  twenty-five j'ew  per  month. 

Art.  III. —  In  the  case  of  teachers  whose  sei- 
vice dates  from  a  time  prior  to  the  passing  of 
llie  present  Law,  ihe  calculation  of  consecutive 
seivice  shall  not  be  carried  back  fuilher  than  the 
date  on  which  (lie  Primary  School  Regulations, 
promulgated  by  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  14  of 
1886,  come  into  foice. 

Art.  IV. — Teaclleis,  who  were  called  by  the 
title  of  Kundo  previous  to  the  coming  into  force 
of  the  Ptirnary  School  Regulations,  piomulgated 
by  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  215  of  1890,  or  who 
are  still  called  by  thai  title  in  localities  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  above-mentioned  Regula- 
tions, shall  be  classed  as  ordinary  teachers  undei 
the  present  Law  ;  while  those  who  were  or  are  ? till 
know  as  Jugyd-sei  shall  be  considered  as  extra- 
01  dinai  y  teachers. 

Art.  V.  —  In  ihe  case  of  a  teacher  who  is  trans- 
ferred to  another  school  on  account  of  the  abolition 
of  the  one  in  which  he  or  she  has  heen  seiving,  01 
who,  under  similar  circumstances,  tempoiaiily 
lelires  from  seivice  and  afterwaids  teceives  an 
appointment  in  another  school,  the  time  spent  in 
the  former  school  shall  be  included  in  the  calcula- 
tions for  consecutive  service. 

Ait.  VI.  —  In  ihe  case  of  a  teacher  who,  after  a 
temporary  retirement  from  seivice  not  on  account 
of  misconduct,  again  leceives  appointment  in  the 
same  school,  the  peiiod  of  the  foi  mei  seivice  shall 
be  taken  into  account  in  the  calculations  for  conse- 
cutive survice. 

Ait.  VII. — In  connection  with  (he  giants  and 
deposits  mentioned  in  Law  No.  90  of  1890,  relating 
to  pensions  to  be  granted  to  leacheis  of  primary 
schools  maintained  by  a  town  or  village  and  aids 
to  their  families  in  (lie  case  of  iheii  deaths,  the 
long-service  increments  of  the  present  Law  shall 
be  considered  as  pail  of  the  salary. 

Ait.  VIII.— No  Municipality,  Town,  Village, 
Educational  Guild,  or  District  foi  med  of  Towns  01 
Villages  shall  have  power  to  teduce  the  salary  of  a 
primary  school  teacher  under  the  name  of  contri- 
butions or  for  any  other  pretext  whatever,  save  in 
accoidance  with  the  provisions  of  Imperial  or  De- 
partmental Ordinances. 

Ait.  IX.  —  Rules  requiied  for  the  carrying  out  of 
the  piesent  Law  shall  be  determined  by  the  Mini- 
ster of  Stale  for  Education, 

Supplementary  Rule. 
Art.  X. — The   present    Law    shall    come  into 
force  on  and  after  the  1st  of  Api  il,  1894. 


Reasons  for  the  Project  of  Law  for  af- 
fording Aid  from  the  Treasury  in  respect 
of  Long-Service  Increment  in  the  Salaries 
of  Primary  School  Teachers. 


The  burdens  at  present  borne  by  Municipalities, 
Towns,  and  Villages  are  by  no  means  light,  and 
a  lai  ge  portion  of  these  expenses  are  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  common  education.  Taking,  for 
example,  statistics  for  the  yeai  1893,  the  propor- 
tion of  expenses  for  common  education  to  the 
aggregate  expenses  was  28  per  cent,  in  Munici- 
palities, and  36  per  cent,  in  Towns  and  Villages. 
In  most  of  the  Municipalities,  Towns,  and  Villages, 
the  resources  for  educational  put  poses  have  neai  ly 
been  exhausted,  and  as  a  result,  the  average 
monthly  salaiy  of  ordinal  y  leachei  s  for  the  whole 
country  does  not  much  exceed  nine  yen.  Theie 
is,  moreover,  no  hope  of  increase  of  salaiy  for 
teachers  of  culture  and  experience. 

Teachers  are  the  most  essential  forces  of  educa- 
tion, and  what  is  most  important  in  them  is  that 
they  should  love  their  pupils  and  lake  pleasure  in 
their  development,  as  though  they  were  their  own 
children,  and  that  they  should  devote  their  whole 
life  to  education,  never  turning  their  thoughts  to 
any  other  profession.  But  according  to  the  latest 
statistics,  not  11101  e  ll  lau  one  thud  of  the  ordinary 
leacheis  serve  in  the  same  school  for  five  consecu- 


tive yeais.  Undei  such  cii  ciiinslauces,  il  11  haidly 
to  be  expected  that  ihey  should  be  as  devoted  lo 
iheii  duties  as  ihey  ought  to  be. 

The  piesent  slate  of  the  national  finance  does 
not  pei  mil  the  payment  of  Ihe  salaries  of  primary 
school  teachers  out  of  ihe  Tieasury.  Consequently 
it  is  now  pioposed  to  affoid  aid  from  ihe  Treasury 
ill  the  shape  of  long-service  increments  in  their 
salaiies.  It  is  hoped  that  ibis  measure  will  be 
attended  with  beneficial  lesults  for  education  by 
encouraging  diligence  and -continued  seivice  on 
the  pai  1  of  teachei s. 


TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

 4.  

Bill  for  affording  Aid  from  the  Treasury 
towards  the  expenses  of  Technical 
Education. 


Ai  t.  I.  —  For  the  pur  pose  of  encouraging  technical 
education,  a  sum  of  yen  150,000  shall  be  annually 
disbursed  from  ihe  Tieasury  towai  ds  the  expenses 
of  the  same. 

Ait.  II. —To  such  of  the  Public  Tec!  nologica  I 
Schools,  Appienlices' Schools  and  Technological 
Training  Schools,  attached  to  Elementary  Schools, 
as  are  deemed  efficient  in  their  instruction,  the 
Miuislei  of  Slate  for  Education  shall  grant  aid  in 
money. 

When  the  Minister  of  Slate  for  Education  deems 
necessary,  he  may  aid  the  Public  Agiicultural 
Schools,  Commeicial  Schools,  and  Agricultural 
and  Commercial  Training-Schools  attached  lo 
Elementary  Schools,  as  well  as  the  Schools  men- 
tioned in  the  above  clause. 

Art.  III. — The  subsidy  granted  to  any  School 
shall  never  exceed  one  half  of  the  sum  defiayed  by 
the  Prefecture,  Ruial  District,  Uiban  District, 
Division  or  Division  School  League,  for  the  or- 
ganization and  niaintence  of  lhat  School. 

Ait.  IV. — No  School  not  obseiving  the  Regula- 
tions lelating  to  iheeducaiiou  of  students,  approv- 
ed by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Education,  or  not 
fulfilling  the  required  conditions  prescribed  by  ihe 
said  Ministet  of  Slate,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  subsidy. 

Art.  V.— The  Prefecture,  Rural  Disl.ict,  Uiban 
Disliict  Division,  Ward  and  Division  School  Lea- 
gue, receiving  aid  under  the  present  law  shall  be 
bound  to  defray  ihe  expenses  of  all  Schools  within 
their  limits  receiving  subsidies  for  more  than  five 
consecutive  years.  Provided  that  the  same  obliga- 
tion remains  in  case  the  subsidy  is  continued  in 
accoidance  with  Art.  VI. 

Ai  t.  VI. — Five  years  constitute  a  tei  m  in  bestow- 
ing a  subsidy  upon  each  School.  The  grant,  if 
necessary,  may  be  continued  after  the  expiration 
of  a  term.  Piovided  that,  when  the  Minister  of 
Slate  for  Education  deems  the  School  impeifectly 
managed,  or  when  it  has  declined  in  prosperity,  or 
when  Art.  IV.  and  other  Regulations  determined 
by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Education  are  violated, 
or  when  the  obligations  slated  in  Art.  V.  aie  neg- 
lected, (he  subsidy  may  be  withdrawn  or  suspend- 
ed even  before  the  expiialion  of  its  term. 

Art.  VII.  —  When  it  is  found  necessary  to  (rain 
the  masters  to  be  employed  in  the  Schools  men- 
tioned in  Art.  II,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Educa- 
tion may  disbuise  a  sum  not  exceeding  one-tenth 
of  the  sum  staled  in  Art.  I.  for  meeting  the  required 
expenses. 

Ail.  VIII. — The  Regulations  necessary  for  the 
enforcement  of  the   piesent  law  shall   be  deter- 
mined by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Education. 
Supplementary  Rule. 

Art.  IX. — 'i  he  present  law  shall  come  into  force 
on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  April  of  the  27th  year 
of  Metji  (1894). 


Explanatiok  of  the  Bill  for  Apfording 
Aid  from  the  Treasury  in  respect  of 
the  cost  of  Technical  Education. 


It  admits  of  no  doubt  that,  for  the  increase  of 
national  wealih,  it  is  necessary  to  take  measures 
for  ensuring  the  progress  of  industrial  arts.  The 
technological  and  other  branches  of  the  industry 
of  (his  country  have,  it  is  true,  their  peculiar  em- 
piiical  rules  and  have  certainly  made  considerable 
advances,  but  they  are  not  yet  altogether  in  a 
position  to  utilize  the  fruits  of  scienceaud  civiliza- 
tion. Not  a  few  of  them  are  still  hampered  by  old 
customs  and  kept  stationary  and  unprogressi  ve. 

It  is  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity  to-day  to  im- 
prove the  industrial  aits,  and  though  there  are 
many  ways  to  be  suggested,  the  most  necessary  of 
all  is  the  laying  a  good  foundation  of  technical,  and 
especially  elementary  technical,  education.  The 
ft  11  its  of  technical  education  can  only  be  obtained 
by  the  establishment  of  industrial  schools  of  vari- 
ous  descriptions.    These  schools  may  be  divided 
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into  higher  and  lower.  Those  ihat  aie  now  mam 
lained  by  the  Central  Government  mostly  belong 
to  the  higher  category,  whilst  those  of  a  lowei 
class  aie  nowhere  sufficiently  numerous  in  country 
disl.icts.  This  must  be  ascribed  partly  to  the 
inadequate  app.ecialion  of  them  on  the  pa.  t  ot 
the  industrial  classes  at  large,  and  partly  to  want 
of  funds  in  the  hands  of  local  bodies  for  p.ovid- 
inc  them  with  requisite  equipments. 

In  modern  Europe  there  is  not  a  State  that  does 
not  promote  technological  education  as  a  means 
of  increasing  its  wealth,  or  strive  to  excel  other 
nations  in  the  application  of  science  to  piohtable 
production.  In  this  country,  however,  the  feudal 
p,  ejudice  of  paying  undue  homage  to  unproductive 
branches  of  learning  still  reigns  in  the  minds  ol 
most  people,  and  even  young  persons  are  apt  10 
give  themselves  up  td  scholastic  discussions  and 
fo  ignore  the  industrial  aits.  But,  if  we  wish  to 
have  our  national  education  a  source  of  national 
wealth  and  power  by  making  it  and  production 
go  hand  ill  hand,  it  must  be  useful  to  encourage 
technical  education,  especially  popular  techno- 
logical education,  and  to  aid  all  local  attempts 
thai  are  made  to  further  its  improvement  and 
development.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  enact- 
ment of  the  law  for  affording  aid  to  technical 
schools  is  indispensable  to-day. 


LETTER  FROM  AMERICA, 

- — .  ♦  ■ 

(From  a  Correspondent.) 


Ithaca,  N.Y.,  December  6th,  1893. 
A  former  resident  in  Dai  Nfihon,  on  settling 
down  into  almost  any  of  the  cities  or  towns  in  the 
United  States,  is  reminded  of  Japan.    'I  he  country 
is  no  longer  strange,  nor  are  the  people  Cm  loslties. 
The  cheap  works  of  art,  the  toys,  fans,  parasols, 
napkins,  or  miscellaneous  bric-a-brac  aie  found  in 
almost  every  shop  window,  or  in  the  homes  however 
rich  or  humble.    Japan  has  ce.tainly  made  he. 
imp.  ess  widely  upon  American  life.     In  the  annual 
crop  of  books,  one  expects  at  least  a  half  a  dozen 
volumes  of  travel  in,  or  discussion  about,  Japan. 
Our  literary  and  theological  cont.  oversies  have 
their  grain  of  leaven   from  or  of  The  Country 
Between  Heaven  And  Earth.    Our  literary  matte,  s 
|)aVe  in  them  some  reference  to  those  Japanese 
ideas  which  have  fille.ed  into  our  language.  In 
our  popular  social  life,  the  Japanese  costume, 
welding  ceremony,  or  other  visible  token  of  in- 
debtedness to  the  Far  East  is  common.     Rare  is 
the  school  or  college  which  does  not  have  in  it 
some  Japanese  student  male  or  female,  while  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  the  immigrants  from  Nippon 
threaten   to  become  a  disagreeable   element  in 
politics.    Who  knows  also  but  that  "  the  diamond 
edition  of  humanity"  may  have  something  to  do 
with  our  foieigu  politics,  in  Hawaii  or  elsewhere  !' 

In  this  pretty  inland  town  of  Central  New  York, 
one  finds  that  the  Japanese  student  has  made  his 
ma.k.    At  the  Cornell  University,  with  lis  house- 
hold of  two  thousand  students,  p.  ofessors,  and  in- 
structors, there  a.  e  six  or  seven  young  men  from 
Dai  Nippon.     From  this  institution,  and  among 
ilsea.ly  graduates,  may  be  named  two  literary 
men  who  have  been  hea.d  from  in  their  native 
country,— Messrs.  Yatabe  and  Toyama.  lhese 
two  gentlemen  are  still  remembe.ed  with  great 
pleasu.e  by  many  of  the  people  of  this  University 
Town.    This  year,   1893,  completes  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  the  history  of  the  University.      I  he  Quar- 
ter Centennial  Anniversary  was  celebrated  with 
great  interest  and  enthusiasm.    A  brilliant  galaxy 
of  men   eminent  in  various  depa.  tments  of  human 
achievement,  gathe.ed   to    celeb. ale,    by  speech 
and  toast,  intellectual  and  material  banqueting, 
and  pledges  of  fresh  interest  and  support,  the 
twenty-fifth  natal  day.  It  is  certainly  very  impres- 
sive this  growth  of  a  g.eat  Univeisity  within  a 
quarter  of  a  century.     The  writer  can  remember 
the  lillle  forest-gii  died  town  of  Iihaca,  at  the  foot 
of  Lake  Cayuga,  when  it  had  its  five  thousand  in- 
habitants, while  on  the  hill  where  now  stand  im- 
posing   structures  in    brick  and  stone,   was  the 
farm  of  Ezra  Cornell  w.th  its  peacefully  grazing 
cows.     Now,  with  a  pecuniary  endowment  of  about 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  one  hundred  and  fifty  in- 
structors, and  nearly  eighteen  hundred  students, 
with  magnificent  edifices,  and  an  equipment  for 
research  and  instruction   not  excelled,  in  some 
points,  in  the  whole  United  Slates,  it  is  every  year 
making  its  influence  more  widely  felt.    Ezra  Cor- 
nell was  one  of  the  far-sighted  men  who  saw  the 
tremendous  power  which  magneto-electricity  was 
to  play,  giving  the  world,  as  it  were,  a  new  nervous 
system.    He  was  among  the  fi.st  to  apply  brains, 
capital  industry,   and    patient  skill    in  making 
popular  and  useful  the  telegraph.    In  these  days, 
when  the  reflective  mind  sees  ill  history  very  few 
"inventions"  but  a  great  many  evolutions,  one 


does  not  feel  ready  to  say  that  any  one  man  "  in- 
vented" the  telegraph.      Yet  it  is  ce.  tain  that  in 
the  evolution  of   that  wonderful  force  in  modem 
life,  Joseph   Henry  prepared  the  way  for  Morse, 
as  su.ely  as  Franklin  p.epa.ed  the  way  for  Henry. 
Ezra  Cornell  applied  the  dollars  which,  in  his  later 
life,  came  rolling  in  upon  him  to  founding  an  in- 
stitution in  which  "  any  person  could  find  inst.uc- 
lion  in  any  study."      By  a  fortunate  union  of  the 
funds  derived  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  and  of  his 
own  munificent  gift,  Cornell  University  was  fo.  tri- 
ed.   In  its  edifices,  located  on  the  founder's  farm, 
where  the  cattle  once  grazed,  are  now  some  of  the 
finest  electric  appliances  in  the  world,  there  are 
besides,  the  lib.  a.  ies,  museums,  recitation  halls 
and  professors'  houses,  which  make  up  the  beauti 
ful  little  City  upon  the  hill.    Almost  as  a  maltei  o 
course,  at  the  Quaiter  Centennial  Annive.sary 
Ezra  Cornell's  old  friend,  Chauncey   M.  Depev 
made  the  principal  address.     We  re-called,  as  we 
listened  to  him,  the  fact  that  to  him  was  offered 
by  P.esident  Lincoln  in  1861,  the  post  of  Minister- 
President   in   Japan  to  the  Court  of   Yedo— few 
Americans  then  supposing  that  Yedo  was  not  the 
Kio,  or  capital  of  the  Empire  of  the  Mikado.  De- 
pew  declined  the  honour,  because   he  "thought 
it  would  interfere  with  his  future  career."^  We 
Americans  are  all  so  fond  of  "  our  Chauncey  "  that 
we  are  very  glad  now  that  no  ronin  eve.  had  a 
chance  of  fleshing  his  blade  upon  the  leading  after- 
dinner  speaker  and  chief  lailroad  piesident  of 
"this  glorious  Yankee  nation."    Of  the  speeches 
of    Andrew    Ca.negie,    President    Seth    Low  o' 
Columbia  College  (whose  father  owned  the  Pern 
broke,  which  fiisl  received  the  fire  of  the  Shimono 
seki  batteries,  and  who,  through  Minister  Puiyn. 
was  paid  twelve  thousand   dollars    for  alleged 
damages),  St.  Clair  McKelway,  and  others,  it  is 
not  necessary  here  to  speak. 

One  sadly  missed,  however,  the  piesence  of  the 
men  who  first  lent  their  best  efforts  for  the  success 
of  the  young  univeisity.    Geo.ge  William  Curtis, 
James  Russell  Lowell,  Louis  Agassiz,  are  no  more 
with  us  in  the  flesh;  but  Andrew  D.  White,  our 
American   Minister  to  Russia,  and  the  fi.st  Pre- 
sident of  the  University,  sent  a  telegram  of  con- 
gratulation,   and    Goldwin   Smith,   the  biilliant 
lectin  er  and  historian  who,  twenty-five  years  ago 
came  from  Oxford  to  Cornell,  are  certainly  still 
in  this  world.    The  latter  has  just  given  to  us  a 
masterpiece  of  historical  philosphy,  and  one  of  trie 
most  brilliant  condensations  of  Aine.icau  pohtica1 
history    ever  made.    In   this    monograph,  Pro 
fessor  Smith  does  indeed  follow  what  some  of  us 
Ame.  icans,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  New  England 
school  of  historical  students,  believe  is  the  "  baby 
theory  "  of  thejformation  of  the  United  States.  New 
England  has  produced  many  historians,  indeed  has 
had   almost  a  monopoly  of  historians,  but  other 
States  than  the  Eastern  have  made  the  histoi  y.  This 
school  of  writers  follows  the  theoi  y  that  the  United 
States  is  only  a  New  England  expanded,  instead  of 
being,  as  some  of  us  believe,  a  New  Europe.  Our 
debt  to  England  is  vast  and  deep,  but  neverthe- 
less we  owe  to  the  Dutch  Republic  and  to  tolerant 
Holland,  politically,  moie  than  we  owe  to  any 
other  count,  y. 

We  g.eatly  mistake  if  more  profound  students, 
who  study  the  continental  influences  which  helped 
to  shape  the  first  founders  of  the  United  States, 
do  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  symmetrical 
and  tho.ough  history  of  the  Ameiican  Common- 
wealth has  yet  been  written.  The  part  played  by 
the  Huguenots,  the  Nellie,  landers,  the  Germans, 
the  Scotch-Irish,  and  the  Scandinavians  in  the 
making  of  this  nation  has  been  almost  ignored  by 
those  historians  who  thus  far  have  w.itten  0111 
history,  and  who,  almost  to  a  man,  have  lived  in 
Boston,  or  within  ten  miles  of  it. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  though  the  mechanical 
and  applied  sciences  are  so  well  cultivated  at 
Cornell,   yet  the  humanities,  histoi  y,  literature, 
and  philosophy  are  cultivated  with  pe.haps  even 
greater  ardour.    The  library  here,  by  the  way,  is 
an  exceedingly  interesting  edifice  both   ill  form 
and  contents.     Mr.  Henry  W.  Sage,  who  with  his 
giflsto  the  University,  ranging  toward  the  millions, 
has  nobly  seconded  the  wo.  lc  of  his  fi  tend,  Ez.a 
Cornell,  was  formerly  a  retail  d.  y  goods  dealer  ; 
or,  as  it  would  be  in  English  phrase,  a  "  mercer 
and    haberdasher."     Much  of  his  success  and 
popularity  were  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  his 
stock  of  goods  arranged  so  as  to  be  within  im- 
mediate touch  of  cleiks  and  salesmen,  so  that  no 
lady,  or  hurried  husband  shopping  for  Ins  wife, 
was  kept  waiting  a  second  longer  than  necessary. 
Applying  his  business  knowledge  to  books,  Mr. 
Sage  has  had  the  vasl  stores  of  crystallized  learning 
so  arranged  thai  no  book  in  the  stacks  "  lives  — 
as  Charles  Kingsley  would  say,— more  than  forty- 
two  yards  from  the  operator  at  the  delivery  desk, 
while  most  of  them  are  within  foi  ty-lwo  feet.   In  the 
large  and  well  lighted  reading-room,  one  sees  at 
once  a  most  delightful  borrowing,  with  improve 


ments,  from  that  reading-room  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum which  may  be  called  one  of  the  glo.ies  of  the 
w0,|(j) — and  which  dining  the  months  of  July  and 
August  is  said  to  be  full  of  Americans  studying 
up  the  subject  of  genealogy. 

Dining  the  past  year,  out  of  the  ocean  of  books, 
several  remat  kable  shoals  have  fallen  entire  into 
the  great  scoop-net  of  the   University.  Besides 
the  lemarkable  "  White  Historical  Library,"  the 
Zarnke  Collection  of  German  books,  the  Fiske 
Dante  Collection—  probably  only  the  forerunner 
of  a  great  Peliarch  collection — have  increased  the 
enthusiasm  of  Cornell  men.    A  cablegram  sent 
across  the  ocean,  less  than  a  month  ago,  is  now 
bringing  hitherwaid  the  gieatest  known  library 
of  books,  1,000  in  number,  relating  to  Kant,  and 
another,    500   ill  all  concerning   Spinoza.  With 
these  two  specialtreasti.es,   Cornell  becomes  the 
centre  for  the  study  of  philosophy  as  illuminated 
by   these  two  great  Western    masters.    This  1  e- 
ference    to    philosophy,    by    the    way,  reminds 
me    that   the    Piesident  of  Cornell,   Dr.  J.  G. 
Schurman,  while  a  master  in  educational  science 
and  univeisity    administration,  made    his  first 
ma.k  in  the  educational   world  by  his  work  in 
philosophy.     His  lectures  before  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  year  before  last,  placed  him  in 
the  front  rank  of  metaphysicians.     His  addresses 
are  always  rema.  kably  clear  as  well  as  condens- 
ed, and  though  his  populai  ily  here  is  as  unbounded 
as 'his  abilities  are  manifest,  there  aie  many  who 
fear  that  in  the  university  piesident  a  great  philo- 
sopher has  been  lost.     Dr.  Schurman  is  one  of  the 
descendants  of  the  Holland  family,  the  Schurinans, 
whose  names  are  famous  as  early  schoolmasters 
in  our  colonial  days.    Taking  the  loyalist  side,  his 
ancestry  retired  to  the  provinces  of  Canada  whence 
come  nowadays  some  of  our  ablest  men   in  the 
scholaily  world. 

As  there  is  110  light  without  shadow,  so  the  joyful 
occasion  here  has  been  tinned  into  gloom  by  the 
sad  loss  on  Cayuga  Lake  of  the  one  of  the  instruc- 
tors in  Political  Economy,  Dr.  Merriam,  and  one  of 
lhe: most  interesting  and  promising  of  the  young 
lady  students,  Miss  Yea. gin,  of   whom  there  aie 
about  two  bundled  in  attendance  upon  the  univer- 
sity.    Cayuga  Lake  is  one  of  those  long  and  nar- 
row bodies  of  water  in  Central  New  Yoik,  formed 
in  the  old  geological  ages,  when  the  earth's  crust 
split   open   and  volcanic   flies  spouted  out  from 
the  bottom  of  the  cracks.     These  lakes,  long,  nar- 
row, and  usually  very  deep  in  spots,  full  of  i  idges 
and  deep  crevasses,  with  here  and  there  crater-like 
depressions,  do   not    as  a   rule  "give  up  then- 
dead."    It  is  pathetic  to  look  down  upon  the  blue 
lake  day  after  day  from  the  vantage  ground  of 
these  beautiful  hills  and  see  what  has  been  thus 
far  the  vain  industry  of  the  grapplers  after  the 
lost  bodies.    Skilled  fishermen,  keen  hunters,  ex- 
pert divers,  aquatic  men,  used  to  all   the  pec- 
uliarities of  water  by  long  experience  in  training 
boat  crews  for  1  aces,  submarine  electric  lights, 
and  all   appliances  money  could    furnish,  have 
thus    far    thrown    no  light  upon  the  mysteries 
which  every  one  desires  to  have  cleared  up.  So 
far  as  known,  no  body,  of  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands slaughtered  in  the  old  aboriginal  Indian 
wa.s,  or  almost  annually  lost  on    pleasure  ti  ips, 
has  ever  been  yielded  up  by  this  mine  of  water. 

For  various  reasons  it  is  hoped  at  least  one  body 
can  be  found.  Co-education,  though  probably  a 
settled  fact  in  American  educational  life,  heartily 
approved  of  by  those  who  live  in  the  university 
towns,  and  unquestionably  of  vast  mutual  benefit 
to  both  sexes,  helping  beyond  a  doubt  to  tone  down 
the  inherent  savagery  of  the  male  students,  and 
to  expand  the  minds  of  the  young  women,  without 
for  a  moment  subtracting  from  her  charms  and 
graces,  is  not  yet  wholly  safe  from  the  ravages 
of  the  evil  minded  gossiper  and  the  sensational 
newspaper  correspondent  and  telegrapher.  The 
finding  of  one  of  the  bodies  would  settle  forever 
the  suspicions  of  those  who  imagine  a  runaway 
match,  an  incident,  by  the  way,  which  while  not 
absolutely  unknown,  is  almost  unheard  of  in  educa- 
tional institutions. 

At  Barnes  Hall,  or  the  large  and  handsome 
Chiislian  Association  Building  of  this  undenomi- 
national and  unsectarian  university,  we  heard,  the 
other  evening,  the  Russian  Pi  iuce,  Wolonsky,  lec- 
ture in  fluent  and  accurate  English.  He  spoke 
upon  Russia,  upon  jlie  Parliament  of  Religions, 
and  upon  American  life,  in  his  three  lectures.  He 
is  the  son  of  the  Czar's  Minister  of  Education  and 
has  been  during  the  last  six  months  in  Chicago, 
which  to  him  has  se.ved,  for  the  nonce,  as  a  con- 
centration of  the  United  States.  In  his  third 
lecture,  on  impressions  of  American  Life,  he  gave 
a  tart  and  lively,  not  to  say  searching,  criticism  of 
manners,  ideas,  leligion,  and  people  in  this  union 
of  forty-four  states.  One  could  easily  see  that  his 
impressions  had  been  formed  by  meeting  with 
people  to  whom  Russia  was  a  far-off  cu.iosity. 
Nine  Americans  out  of  ten  either  accept  the  aver- 


MAIL. 


age  English  Russo-phobisl  ideas,  or  rise  receive 
Geoige  Kennan's  account  of  Siberia  with  very 
little  critical  salt  sprinkled  upon  the  dish  which 
he  has  cooked,  or  else  imagine  that  thrie  is 
a  jjieat  bond  of  sincere  sympathy  between  lite 
Autocracy  and  the  Republic.  Piobably  one-tenth, 
perhaps  only  one  hundredth,  of  the  Ameiicau 
people  have  learned  to  discount  wholesomely 
those  telegrams  relating  to  Russian  affairs  which 
come  to  ns  via  London,  or  have  studied  Russia 
with  something  like  unpi ejtidiced  minds  and  witl 
a  willingness  to  receive  the  naked  truth, 

Nevei theless,  the  Prince's  criticisms  of  Ameri- 
cans and  their  ideas  and  customs,  theii  deficiencies 
and  inelegancies,  were  received  either  with  merri- 
ment, or,  when  culling  into  the  quick  weie  heard 
with  respectful  silence.  One  could  not  help  con- 
trasting the  present  temper  of  an  American 
audience — and  the  twelve  hundr  ed  or  so  auditors 
were  equally  representative  of  the  '  town  '  as  well 
as  the  '  gown  ' — with  that  of  the  aver  age  American 
audience,  away  back  in  that  period  which  now 
seems  wonderfully  ancient,  "before  the  War." 
Then,  when  Professor  Basil  Hall  Chamberlain's 
illustrious  relative,  Captain  and  Admiral,  ex- 
posed our  greenness  and  foolishness,  when  Mrs. 
Trollope  or  Charles  Dickens  or  Laurence  Oli- 
phant  made  themselves  merry  over  our  vanity, 
narrowness,  boastfulness,  or  infelicities,  we,  that 
is,  the  American  people,  were  very  wrathful  and 
were  inclined  to  swear.  Now,  we  not  only  like  to 
receive  good  honest  criticism,  however  sever  e,  but 
even  the  annual  harvest  of  British  and  other 
European  books  of  criticism  about  us  distrub  us 
much  less  than  the  mosquitoes.  A  Briton  can 
even  write  a  book,  full  of  inaccuracies  as  well  as 
accuracies,  and  call  our  country  "The  Land  of 
the  Almighty  Dollar;"  but,  so  far  from  being 
surly  about  it,  we  give  it  its  proper  place  first 
upon  the  drawing-room  table; and  then  upon  the 
dustiest  shelf  in  the  libr  ary  without  so  much  as  its 
causing  a  wrinkle  upon  our  national  forehead. 

Do  I  leap  from  cold  to  hot  water  when  I  say  that 
I  was  reminded,  as  I  listened  to  the  Prince,  about 
the  literary  and  ecclesiastical  tempest  which  has 
been  produced   in  Japan   by  the  publication  of 
"  The  Japanese  Bride?"    It  seems  very  funny  to 
some  of  us  over  here,  that  a  book  so  br  ight  and 
inter  esting  as  that  written  by  Rev.  Naomi  Tamura 
should   have    caused    such  a  tai-fun  of  excite- 
ment in   his    native    country.     True,   there  are 
recently   returned    gentlemen   from  Japan,  and 
others,  who   braird   Mr.   Tamura  as  an  "apo- 
state."   Yet  the  only  way  some  of  us  here  can 
understand  the  extraordinary  flurry  beyond  sea 
is  to  suppose  that  the  Japanese  must  read  a  gr  eat 
many  things    between   the  lines  of  the  booklet 
which  the  average  English  and  American  rea- 
der cannot  possibly  see.    We  are  rather  inclined 
to  think  that  by  the  time  Mr.  Tamura's  appeal 
gets  to  the  higher  ecclesiastical  court  to  which  he 
is  amenable,  his  prosecutors  will  have  cooled  off. 
Unless  we  have  a  lower  opinion  of  the  Japanese 
than  we  are  usually  credited  with,  they  will  then 
be  heartily  ashamed  of  themselves.     Nothing,  ii 
seems  to  our  eyes,  is  better  for  Americans  than 
sincere  honest  and  searching  criticism,  and  what 
is  good  for  Americans  is  good  for  Japanese.  Even 
Englishmen,  who  cannot  follow  Mr.  Gladstone  in 
his  political  measures,  will  probably  agree  with 
the  Premier  that  even  the  English  people  need 
all  the  intelligent  and  honest  criticism  which  can 
he  reasonably  offered.     By  the  way,  the  Russian 
Prince   Wolonsky,   when    leaving    Cornell  Uni- 
versity, started  for  Japan,  and  will  probably  be 
there  as  early  as  will  our  missive. 

If  I  have  in  this  letter  kept  within  the  range  of 
subjects  which  are  somewhat  local  to  our  present 
habitat,  I  may  probahly  be  forgiven  in  this  my 
maiden  missive  to  the  Japan  Mail,  and  in  the 
next  will  take  a  wider  range  of  subjects  which  in- 
teresting us  on  this  side  of  the  Pacific,  may'not 
be  wholly  uninteresting  to  English  speaking  and 
reading  people  in  the  land  of  sunny  remembrance. 

W.  E.  G. 


LETTER  IROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  December  13th. 

Mr.  G.  Watanabe,  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of 
Japan,  and  Mr.  G.  Nagasaki,  of  the  Yokohama 
Specie  Bank,  are  in  Denver,  Colo.,  vistlin.,  the 
Sellers  in  that  vicinity.  They  expect  to  be  in 
Washington  this  winter  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quainting themselves  more  familiarly  with  our  na- 
tional hank  ing  system. 

Mr.  Henry  Sato(h)  gave  a  lecture  yesterday 
afternoon  at  the  University  of  Chicago  on  "  Moral 
Conceptions  of  the  Childien  of  Yamato  " 


Mr,  Buckley  and  Mrs.  Saia  Craig  Buckley, 
M.D.,  formerly  of  Kyoto,  are  now  in  this  cily. 
He  is  a  fellow  in  Comparative  Religion  in  the 
University  of  Chicago,  and  is  to  deliver  theiea 
Course  of  lectin  es  on  "  The  Religions  of  Japan  ;" 
she  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  her  profession. 

"The  Wee  Ones  of  Japan,"  is  the  tille  of  ai. 
article  by  Mae  Si.  John  Bramhall  in  Harper's 
Bazaai  fin  November  25th. 

Thos,  Y.  Crowell  and  Co.  have  issued  at  the 
pi  ice  of  $2.00  a  volume  of  poems  by  Mr.  Ernest  F 
Fenollosa.  It  contains  two  long  poems,  "  Easl 
ami  West,"  and  "The  Discovei y  of  America," 
and  ill  11  ly  shoi  ler  lyrics. 

A  gossippy  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Chicago  Herald  contains  the  information  that 
Edith  Rockefeller,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
Standard  Oil  millionaire,  "  has  siudred  the  Japa- 
nese language,"  as  she  was  once  "ambitious  to 
go  to  that  country  as  a  Baptist  missionary." 

Secretary  Carlisle  has  appointed  Wing  Chin 
Foo,  of  New  Yoik,  to  a  position  as  Chinese  in- 
spector. 

It  has  caused  some  little  comment  that  the 
Chinese  flag  is  the  first  to  wave  continuously  over 
a  legation  in  Washington.  The  Ministers  of  other 
countries  hoist  their  national  emblems  only  on 
special  occasions. 

It  is  reported  that  Secretary  Gresham  "  aspires 
to  make  the  extension  of  trade  relations  and 
privileges  with  China  a  central  feature  of  his  ad- 
ministration," and  that  he  will  endeavour- to  nego- 
tiate a  new  tieaty.  Perhaps  he  could  be  easily  led 
to  under  take  a  revision  of  our  tieaty  with  Japan. 
It  is  certainly  110  more  "a  matter  of  simple 
justice"  that  the  ex-Queen  of  Hawaii  be  restored 
to  her  throne  than  that  Japan  be  released  from  her 
international  thraldom. 

The  latest  news  from  Hawaii  intimates  no  change 
in  the  situation,  except  that  the  Provisional  Go- 
vernment, upon  hearing  of  the  plan  to  restore  the 
monarchy,  set  about  strengthening  their  position 
with  militia  and  fortifications.  This  may  indicate 
that  the  ex-Queen  can  not  be  restored  without 
military  force,  which  the  United  States  would 
scarcely  employ. 

The  U.S.  Senate  has  passed  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  to  furnish  Congress  with  what  in- 
formation he  possesses  in  the  Hawaiian  matter. 
With  all  the  Republicans  and  some  Democrats  in 
opposition,  the  Presidential  policy  can  not  be  surely 
can  ied  out.  Mr.  Thurston,  the  Hawaiian  minister, 
is  now  in  San  Francisco,  and,  if  necessary,  may 
go  on  to  Honolulu  this  week. 

I  bad  the  pleasure  last  evening  of  an  interview 
with  a  Chicago  lesident  who  was  born  in  Hawaii. 
He,  from  his  excellent  knowledge  of  the  condition 
of  affair  s  l her  e,  is  confident  that  the  monarchy  will 
never  be  restoied,  and  that  annexation  may  yet 
come. 

The  Torrey  Bankruptcy  Bill  has  been  defeated 
by  a  vote  of  142  to  ill  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  has  made  a 
number  of  changes  in  the  Wilson  Tariff  Bill. 
Hie  alterations  generally  are  from  ao?  valorem  to 
specific  duties,  or  from  lower  to  higher  rates.  The 
sugar  schedule  as  not  yet  been  settled.  The 
date  when  the  bill  is  to  go  into  effect  has  been  set 
at  June  1,  1894. 

Judge  Hornblower,  of  New  York,  has  again 
been  named  by  the  President  as  Associate  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Cauit;  and  Chas.  H.  Simonton, 
of  South  Corolina,  has  been  appointed  U.S.  Judge 
for  the  Foui  th  Circuit. 

The  recent  mortuary  record  includes  the  names 
of  ex  Congressman  Murphy,  of  Iowa,  who  was 
prominent  for  his  effoi  ts  in  behalf  of  the  H  eunepin 
Canal  ;  and  Hon.  L.  B.  Mizner,  who,  when  U.S. 
Minister  to  Guatemala  and  other  Central  Ameri- 
can Stales  during  the  Harrison  administration,  lost 
his  position  on  account  of  his  action  in  the  Bar- 
1  undia  affair. 

And  still  the  reports  of  suffering  during  this 
seveie  winter  come  in  from  all  sides.  The  latest 
news  is  that  the  Cheyenne  Indians  are  in  "  ci  ying 
need  of  clothing,  food,  fuel,  and  shelter."  In  all 
pai  is  of  Ihe  country  the  woi  k  of  chai  ity  is  adively 
prosecuted,  and  real  relief  is  being  afforded.  In 
this  cily  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  raise  a 
million  dollars  for  charity.  All  the  telief  forces  of 
Chic4go  last  night  met  and  united  their  efforts  on  a 
clearing  house  plan,  by  which  the  supplies  and 
funds  will  be  distributed  by  one  committee,  instead 
of  being  injudiciously  scattered  about  by  too  many 
persons.  In  the  organization  and  centr  alization  of 
this  work,  Mr.  W.  T.  Stead  has  been  a  leading 
spun.  For  several  nights  1,500  homeless  men 
slept  in  the  warm  basement  of  the  city  hall;  and 
others  found  shelter  and  1  est  in  chinches  or  in 
buildings  specially  provided  for  those  pin  poses. 
The  Univeisity  of  Chicago  students  in  Sociology 
have  been  engaged  in  visiting  these  places  to 
interview  the  men  and  get  statistics. 


Here  ..re  some  of  the  practical  suggestions  made 
Ihe  Othei  day  by  Mr.  Slead  in  the  line  of  making 
woi  k  f<ii  ihe  unemployed:  — 

('lean  the  imi  . 

Pave  the  streets. 

Clean  out  the  levee  dens. 

Finish  improvement!)  irr  laclcHon  Park  and  other  public  park- 
Build  public  lavalories  wherever  they  arc  required. 
Make  subways  under  the  most  dangerous  railway  crossings 
Krcct  a  People's  I'nlaec  and  headquarters  for  labour  on  the 
lake  front. 

Construct  public  bath-houses  In  convenient  places; 

Build  one  grand  civic  club-house  in  efch  of  the  thirty-four 
wards  of  the  city. 

Put  up  clean  lodging-houses  for  the  benefit  of  honest  men  out 
ot  employment. 

.  Tear  down  Harrison  .trcet  police  station  and  erect  another 
better  suited  to  the  purpose. 

A  bi  ighter  picture  is  seen  in  the  reports  relating 
to  the  slocks  of  wheal.  The  North-western  Miller 
estimates  Ihe  aggregate  slock  for  Minnesota  and 
the  two  Dakotas  at  more  than  25,000,000  bushels, 
about  the  same  as  last  year.  And  the  Chicago* 
elevatois  alone  contain  over  21,000,000  bushels  as 
against  only  10,706,192  bushels  at  this  time  last 
year.  The  average  for  December  under  natui  al 
conditions  is  about  10,000,000  bushels. 

'"he  Lehigh  Valley  strike  has  ended,  through 
arbitral  ion,  in  a  compromise. 

The  Coughlin  trial  is  proceeding  slowly,  so  far 
without  new  testimony.  Yesteidaya  full  jury  was 
secured  in  the  Prendergast case ;  and  the  trial  be- 
gan ibis  morning, 

The  indictments  against  Judge  Jenkins  as  a 
director  of  the  defunct  Plunkinton  Bank  of  Mil- 
waukee have  been  set  aside. 

^  "Harvard  Annex,"  hereafter  to  be  known  as 
"  Radchffe  College,"  has  at  last  become  an  official 
part  of  Harvard  University.  The  new  name  is 
given  in  honour  of  Lady  Radcliffe,  who  was  the 
first  to  make  a  subscription  for  the  education  of 
women. 

The  Exposition  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  was  opened 
on  the  121I1  inst.  with  speeches  by  Vice-President 
Stevenson  and  others. 

The  Feeris  Wheel  is  to  be  permanently  located 
in  New  York  City. 

The  South  Park  Commissioners  have  agreed,  in 
consideration  of  $200,000  from  the  Exposition  Di- 
rectory, to  take  Jackson  Park  and  all  its  "big 
white  elephants"  of  buildings  into  their  own  care 
and  keeping;  but  they  make  no  promises  to 
"preserve  the  White  City,"  whose  fate  only  the 
future  can  decide. 

Tieasui  er  Suberger's  latest  report  of  the  World's 
Fair  finances  is  as  follows  : — 

From  sales  of  tickets  .".!"..'.   $10,583,407  06 

Concessions    3  415  "80  as 

Miscellaneous  receipts    i  820*472  8? 

From  stock  subscriptions   5*514  03.1  10 

w  y,°af.  C^C&1°  b?nds    5,'°03,'7 ,6.06 

World  s  Pairbonds    4,444,50000 

Interest  on  bonds   l0  qj6 ' 

Interest  on  deposits                                     ,  6870647 

Souvenir  coins      578,Woo 

.Premium  on  souvenrrcoins   S'9,393.78 

Special  souvenir  coin  fund  ,  1,435)000.00 

Souvenir  coins  on  hand    '58,356150 

Received  from  temporary  organization  4*,25a!64 

Total   J33.S94.MJ-87 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  vouchers   $31,679,045.04 

Balance  in  bank    1,756.745.43 

Souvenir  coins  on  hand   38.356.50 

Souvenir  coins  in  bank  ,,„,'",  120.000.00 


Total   «33.594.'47.87 

From  this  it  is  estimated,  that  there  may  possibly 
be  a  balance  of  about  $1,000,000  for  distribution 
among  the  stock  holders. 

The  Woi  Id's  Columbian  Museum  is  to  be  tem- 
poral ily  housed  in  the  Ai  t  Palace  in  Jackson  Park, 
and  its  articles  are  being  collected  there.  Mr. 
F.  J.  V.  Skiff,  Chief  of  the  Mining  Department  of 
the  Woi  Id's  Fair,  has  been  appointed  temporary 
curator. 

Recent  Japanese  gifts  to  the  Museum  include  a 
painting  in  water-colour  s,  some  Japanese  flags,  a 
number  of  decorated  bottles,  a  growing  tea-plant  ; 
an  ivory  statue  of  Buddha  (the  joint  work  of  Gyo- 
kuzen  Asahi  and  Eitjo  Ukioka)  ;  and  the  following 
from  the  Japanese  Woman's  Commission  : — 

Pair  embroidered  hanging  decorations,  made  by  Miss  Teru 
Takahaski,  Tokyo. 

Water  colour  painting,  natural  scenery  of  Ikao,  by  Miss  Ohika 
Noguchi,  Tokyo. 

Artificial  flowers  in  basket,  cloth  work,  by  Mrs.  Chiyo  Hon- 
juchi  and  Miss  Tsute  Matsuoka,  Tokyo. 

Artificial  flowers  in  basket,  feather  work,  by  Mrs.  Yone 
Kumai  and  Miss  Tsunao  Yoshimasu,  Osaka. 

Six  hanging  frames,  together  with  autograph  short  poems 
composed  by  Princess  Mori,  Marchionesses  Hachisuka,  Nabe- 
shima,  Mayeda,  Countesses  Matsukata,  Oyama,  Goto,  Toda, 
Viscountess  Hijikata. 

Six  photographs  of  exhibits  by  the  Japanese  Woman's  Com- 
mission. 151 

"  Japanese  Women,"  published  by  the  Commission. 
Pamphlet  describing  general  scheme  of  the  Commission. 
Pamphlet,  explanation  of  lady's  boudoir  exhibited  in  the 
Woman's  Building  by  the  Commission, 

In  his  letter  transmitting  the  gifts  Mr.  Yama- 
taka  says  : — 

"The  lapanese  Women's  Commission  deems  It  very  Interesting 
and  most  important  to  have  the  memorial  building  eiected  in 
view  to  perpetuate  the  work  of  the  board  of  lady  managers  and 
that  of  women  in  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  and  the 
commission  hopes  to  make  it  a  perpetual  memory  that  Japanese 
women  have  participated  in  the  great  Exposition." 


[Jan.  20,  1894. 


[«  this  connection  it  gives  n.e  great  pleasure  to 
insert  a  copy  of  a  letter  .eceived  in  answer  to  my 
request  for  an  opinio..  concerning  H'ejap-'^e 
exhibits.  It  reads  as  follows,  from  M.S.  Poter 
Palmer,  President  Boa.d  of  Lady  Mangers:-- 

"  I  have  the  g.  ealest  pleasure  in  complying  will, 
your  request  for  an  expression  of  the  ^.nual.on 
winch  f  ente.lain  for  .he  bektlUfuT  exhibit .to* 
lapan,  shown  in  the  Woman's  Budding.  As.de 
t,  on.  the  dainty  gold  and  silk  eu.b.o.de,  y,  shown, g 
the  careful  execution  for  winch  ihe  women  of  Japan 
aie  iastly  noted,  the  cha.n.ing  boudoir  sent 
Jy  Princess  Mori  was  a  feature  of  special  inte, 
est  to  all  Visitors  u.  our  bu.1d.ng  I  be  quamt 
■  ooms,  fur.iisl.ed  with  the  soft  cushions  and  neces 
sary  boxes  for  the  toilet  of  a  Japanese  lady  ol 
rank,  were  most  interesting  and  instructive.  A 
for  il.e  Japanese  representatives  who  were  sent 
to  us,  their  gentle  nature  and  sweet  courtesy  made 
them  many  warm  and  admiring  f"e"ds-  „ 
Bertha  Honore  Palmer. 

I  append  also  an  opinion  from  the  Chief  of  the 
Department  of  Ho.  licultiue. 

"  The  civilized  wo.  Id  is  indebted  lo  Japan  fo. 
many  of  the  finest  decorative  plants.      Il.e  Japa 
nese  have  long  been  considered  expe.t  gardeners 
and  bv  their  skill  and  knowledge,  have  produced 
more  species  and    varieties   of  plants  than  any 
Cher  nation.     If  all  the  plants  with  the  spec.fi 
„ame  Japonica  were  excluded,  .he  number  of 
those  used  for   o.namental    pu.pose    would  be 
lare'elv  1  educed.  . 

"Ho-  ticulturists  naturally  expected  that  Japan 
would   make   a  fine  exhibit,  and  some  of  them 
may  have  looked  for  too  much  from  a  count.y 
so    far  away  from   the  exposition   grounds.  It 
could  hardly  have  been    expected  that  an  anti- 
podean count,  y  could  compete  with  those  near  by 
and  whose  transportation  facilities  were  so  much 
s  pedor;  the  Japanese  therefore  did  not  attempt 
oTend  as  large  a  number  of  plants  as  some  o her 
countries,  but  adopted  a  plan  which  was  equally 
if  not  more,  interesting  to  the  general  public  A 
reproduction,  in  miniature,  of  a  Japanese  ga.den 
was    made,  'showing  water  effects,   p.c  u.  esque 
roclts,  rustic  bridges,  charade,  isl.c  flora  and  d  wa.f 
Uees     Some  of  the  best  specimens  of  dwart  bees 
were  sent  from  the  Imperial  gardens  of  lokyo. 
Their  value  can  be  estimated  when  it  is  said  1 1  a  I 
some  of  them  are  over  ,00  yea.  s  old,  and  du  .  g 
that  g.  eat  length  of  time  they  had I*  be  cm  rf . IHj 
nruned  systematically  starved,  allowed  to  make 
a  "little  growth  as  possible,  and  still  live.     I  heir 
anarled   and   twisted  trunks  showed  every  tevi- 
IS  of  extreme  old  age.     No  other  nal.on  has 
acquired  the  skill  or  would  have  .he  patience  to 
strlnel'e  ihe  growth  ol  a  tree  which  would  nalu- 
,  to  an  attitude  of  75  or  100  fee.   .,..0  a 

malt  specimen  not  more  than  .h.ee  feet  ...  height 
The  continual  enquiry  of  V.S.to.  s,  when  ente.lug 
the  Horticultural   Budding,  for  the  dwa.f  reeS 
uave  evidence  of  the  extensive  advertising  and  the 
interest  that  centred  in  them. 

"The  Cycas,  Bamboos,  Aucubas,  Falms,  eic.j 
differ  little  f.om  exhibits  similar    m  charade, 
made  by  other  countries;  in  fact   they  were  gene- 
rally below  the  others  in  s.ze  and  ..ol  so  perfect  m 
form.     Many  va.ietiesof  vai  legated  leaf  maple 
were  shown,  but  did  not  develop  the  v.goU.,  after 
being  transplanted,  that  was  expected,  and  there- 
fore failed  ,0  attract  attention    except  among  pro 
fessional  horticulturists.     'lake..  „  a  whole  he 
lapanese  garden  was  one  of  the  featu.es  of  the 
•flo,icul.u.al  exhibit,  and  added  very  much  .0  Us 

'""hTjapanese-  have  he.etofore  made  some  fine 
dUplays  of  papier  mache  models  o  f.u-ts  and  had 
a  fairly  creditable  one  in  some  othe.  bu.1d.ug  OM 
i|le  Fair  grounds;  the  attempt  in  the*  direction, 
however,  in  the  Horticultural  Building,  where  it 
was  properly  class.fied.  was  a  failure,  ana  should 
not  have  been  attempted  by  the  Con.m.ss.oue,  s, 
unless  they  had  assurances  of  heller  results 

»  I My  own  relations  With  the  peasant  gentlemen 
from  the  Mikado's  Emphe  have  been  most  agree 
able,  and  I  found  them  ever  alert  and  eute.p.lWI.g 
,  ,    acq,.,,  log  knowledge  coney  umg  ^ses  c 
exhibits.  J' 


Bt  Walter  Weston,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S.,  English 
Alpine  Club. 

1.  —To  Zenkoji  and  Oraaclii 

2.  — The  Harinoki-toge. 
3  — Ascent  of  Tateyama. 
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TO  ZKNKOJI   AND  OMACHI. 
planning  once   more  a  holiday  lour 


A  favourite  spot  t  in  Sinn,  ts  the  fish  fight, ng 
Belling  on  fish-fights  is  such  a  passion  with  .he 
Sarnefe  that  they  will  slake,  not  only  all  the-r 
mo„ey  and  iheii  goods,  but  even  their  wives  and 
children.  The  right  .0  keep  fighting  fish  >s  he- 
slowed  only  by  the  King,  and  is  so  highly  pa><  fO< 
,l,at  .he  Royal  officers  der.ve  a  hwe  .  eyenu^ from 
wanting  the  requisite  licenses.  The  fight. ng  fish 
are  little  things  of  four  or  five  centimetres  long, 
and  no.  .hick-  than  a  child's  finge.  ;  hut  they  are 
full  of  "fight,"  and  fly  at  each  other  with  the 
utmost  ferocity  as  soon  as  they  are  let  into  thj 
same  water.  In  An  nam,  too,  the  same  amuse 
ment  prevails.— L.  fir  C.  Express. 


'.  '"  lhe( 

A.eat  .noui.tam  range  dividing  the  provinces  o 
E.chiu  and  Hida  from  that  of  ShimhlU,  the  chief 
objects  of   the   present  writer's  hopes   and  aims 
were  three  expeditions  which  had  always  seemed 
bkelV  to  pr-ove  of  exceptional  interest,  namety 
he  crossing  of  the  Ha.  i.mki.toge  rrom  Shinshm 
1  fo  Etchiaf  the  ascent  of  Kasa-dake  in  Hida,  and 
that  of  Myoiiu  dake  (also  called  Hodaka-yama) , 
Inch  lies'  a  few  miles  south  of  Va. iga.ake,  jus 
the   E.  of   the  boundary   between   Hida  and 
Shinshiti.     The  pass   in  question  I  had  hitherto 
o  ly  known  by  name  and  fame,  but  with  the  two 
peaks  I  had  I  so,  I  of  «  speaking  acquaintance  , 
o,-  at  any  rate  I  knew  them  so  well  by  sight,  and 
watsu    filled   with    admiration    for  them,    I  hat 
nothing  short  of  personal  contact  could  give  satis- 
he  ion      Having  in   previous  year's  wanderings 
e        ed  the  Alps  of  lapan  both  from  the..  Western 
a  c Baste...  sides,  I  decided  tins  lime  by  way  of 
Sanation  to  approach  them  from  a  J  q 

rerent  direction,  and  accordingly  chose  Nagano 
(Zej.koji)  on  the  ftaruisawa-Naoetsu  Railway,  to 
the  N  E.,  as  my'staiting  point. 

Hi  the.  to  the  enjoyment  of  one's  Alpine  journey- 
j„gs  had  been  shared  by  cheery  companions  whose 
'    esence  had  helped  to  make  the  pleasure  all  the 
C    but  now  such  good  fortune  was  denied  me 
and  as  I  left  Yokohama  early  in  the  afternoon  of 
August  3rd,  it  was  with  the  prospect  of  a  month  s 
wande.  ings  in  solitude.  T 
My   fi.ft  night  was  spent  at  Yokogawa,  as  I 
Wished   to   make   the  journey  over   the  .ecen.ly 
I  II  portion  of  the  line  between  Yokogawa  and 
Kiisawa  by  daylight,  and  right  glad  I  U 
bid  good  bye  lo  the  "  Yorodzu-ya     with  Us  h  a 
es^ed  futons,  as  a  bright  fresh  morning  follow- 
g    ,    a'damp  and  cheerless  n.ght,  greeted  he 
7Jo  train  on  its  departure  for   the  climb  up  the 

U  Income  respects  the  line  reminds  one  of  a  com 
hi,  alio.,  of  a  Swiss  mountain  railway   and  that 
^n  Genoa   and   Spezia  ;  of  the  fo.  me ir  by 
reason  of   its  construction,  and  of  the  la  lie.  on 
account   of   the  number  of  the  tunnels  winch  a. 
lime    almost  make  one  feel  as  if  one  were  passing 
o.Ll  some  gigantic  flute.     The  locomotive  hav- 
L  bee  .  a    ached  to  the  rear  of  the  tram  we  s.a.t 
ffm  t     usual  way,  but  after  a  mile  or  so  the  cogs 
»nd    rack  rail  a.  e  brought  into   play,    and  this 
t  m  is    n  use  until  about  the   same  distance 
SK    u  saw"    The  passage  of  the  darU.resso. 

20  tunnels  with  their  intervening  h.  .Il.an 
fla'shes  Of  sunlight,  on  one  occasion  prolonged  by 
a  five  minutes  stoppage  at  a  sta.ton  midway  - 
cu  Jed  about  70  miM.les,  the  experience  be  ng  by 
no  ,  eans  unpleasant.  The  engine  being,  behind 
?e Tain,  no  inconvenience  is  caused  by  smok 
e  ,te   ng  the  carriages  whilst  we  are  in  the  tunnels 

:;3r«uA  .1, ;wi;dnr  -  ^  x:;::rSy 

^rg^tf^Sent  being,  I  believe  1  in 
l  and  one  naturally  finds  it  more  comfortable  to 
Pt'facmg  Ihe  direction  in  which  the  .ran.  is  going. 
On  a  fiv.ng  a.  Karuisawa  ca. .  iages  are  changed 

br„ken  with  lie :  del  g    S  sympalhies. 

m°!  Ts  swX'i.rgl LVt'as  the  fain,  att.es  down  the 
1.  is  swe        ^  w|,ich    s  reached  after  a 

[,.  p.«k»il«rly  Hi«  P»'"<>"'  °£" 


ihe  pass  then  burst  upon  us  for  the  first  time 
in  all  its  m.i  p>  ising  grandeur.  On  leaving  Uyeda 
one  is  at  fiist  a  little  puzzled  as  to  how  a  passage 
ihtoiigh  the  cirque  of  mountains  which  hem  in  the 
bioad  and  pleasant  vale  is  to  be  effected,  but  soon 
the  come,  of  a  cliff  is  turned  and  we  steam  on 
between  the  lofty  walls  which  .  ise  ab.uptly  on 
either  hand  almost  from  the  very  track  itself.  Near 
Tamba  jima  we  cross  the  Sai-gawa,  one  of  the 
San-dai  kai,  the  "  three  great  rivers  "  of  Japan. 

Depositing   my  baggage  at  .he  "  Fuji-ya  "  tea- 
house close  lo  the  Station,  I  took  a  kuruma  and 
proceeded  lo  view  the  far-famed  temple  dedicated 
to  Amida  and  his  followers  Kwannon  and  Dalshl 
Bosals.il,  the  golden  group  of  whose  effigies  form 
the  gieat  object  of  veneration  of  the  thousands  of 
pilgiims    who    flock    hither    lo   the    great  annual 
festivals.     The  chief  of  these  are  the  Dai  Nem- 
butsu,  o,  "gieat  invocation  of  Buddha"  on  July 
■»ISl   and  that  on  March  14th  in  commemoration  of 
a  ten  .hie  earthquake  which  in  1847  wiecked  neaily 
the  whole  town,  the  catastrophe  being  completed 
by  Ihe  fi.e  which  thereupon  broke  out  and  devour- 
ed what  was  left.      Added  to  this,  the  awful  con- 
vulsion caused  a  landslip  of  such  dimensions  as  to 
dan.  the  waie.s  of  the  Saigawa  between  Anadai.a 
and  Shi.nmachi,  a  distance  of  some  14  miles  away, 
so  that  when  the  stream  a  few  days  later  had 
gained  sufficient   volume   to  burst    through  ihe 
barrier  the  most  terrible  results  ensued.    Far  and 
wide  sp.ead  the  awful  flood  sweeping  away  thou- 
sands of  the  peasantry  who  had  foolishly  disregard- 
ed the  warnings  of  the  impending  disaster.^  At 
least  20,000  persons  are  believed  to  have  peilshed 
throuij  h  the  agency  of  flood  or  flame,  but  the  main 
buildings  of  the  great  sanctuary,  standing  as  they 
do  in  an  elevated  position  near  ihe  foot  of  the  hills 
at  the  N.W.  end  of  the  town,  escaped  ihe  fury  of 
the  twin  elements. 

Only  two  years  ago,  however,  the  place  was 
once  mora  visited  by  fi.e,  and  the  Ni-b-mon,  the 
outer  entrance  to  the  g.ounds,  was  burnt  down 
being  now  replaced  by  a  gateway  of  ordinal  y  brick 
and  iron.  The  incongruity  of  ibis  at  once  strikes 
one  on  approaching  the  precincts  f.om  the  street 
and  walking  up  the  broad  pathway  leading  up  to 
the  stately  Summon  whose  double  storeys  use  up 
In  front  of  the  great  Hondo  in  which  the  precious 
golden  images  are  enshiined. 

On  entering  the  sacred  hall,  the  three  gables  of 
which  are  supposed  to  .esemble  the  hammer  will, 
which  the  small  bell  is  struck  at  Buddhist  se,  vices, 
a  flight  of  white  pigeons  attracts  one  s  attention 
as  they  wing  their  way  in  undisturbed  f.eedom 
about  the  spacious  nave.     At  the  back  of  a  sort 
of  chancel  a  gorgeous  brocade  curiam  ve.ls  the 
ieCess    in  which  the  sacred  image  is  preserved, 
secu.ely  packed  away  in  the  inmost  of  a  number 
of  boxes,  and,  I  believe,  inaccessible  lo  o.d.na.y 
mortals,  although  it  is  possible  on  payment  ot  a  lee 
to  net  the  curtain  raised  and  so  obtain  a  v.ew  ot 
the  outside  box  of  all.    The  image  is  said  to  have 
been  made  nea.ly  3,000  years  ago  by  Sakya  Mum 
himself,  from  gold  discovered  at  the  centra  of  the 
universe.    Where  that  precise  spot  may  be  is  not 
apparent,  and  the  traveller  in  Syria  will  .emember 
that  amongst  the  many  rema.kable  spots  pointed 
out  to  him  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  is  one  near  the 
t.aditional    site  of   the   Holy  Sepulchre  which  IS 
also  claimed  to  possess  this  unique  charade. Isl.c. 

The  vicissitudes  through  which  the  rema.kable 
relic  is  stated  to  have  passed,  and  yet  su.v.ved, 
are  most  astounding,  it  having  originally  come  lo 
lapan   through    Ko.ea  with  the  introduction  of 
Buddhism  into  this  count.y.     O*  .ng,  however  to 
the  hostility  of  the  opponents  of  the  alien  creed,  the 
,,„age  became  the  object  of  constant  persecution,  so 
,o  speak,  but  all  attempts  to  destroy  or  make  away 
Willi  it  p,  oved  unavailing.     At  one  time  an  attempt 
is  made  lo  cut  it  to  pieces,  at  another  to  burn  ... 
whilst  twice  it  was  thrown   into  the  Aj.kawa  at 
Osaka.    On  the  second  occas.en.  however,  it  was 
recovered  by  one  Yoshimi.su  who  earned  .1  off  to 
|,is  native  province  of  Sbinshu  (now  represented 
by  Nagano  Ken)  where  he  erected  fo.  .1  a  temple, 
uUimnlely  replaced  by  a  precursor  of  the  present 
building.    The  fcenkoj.   represents    '''-  Chinese 
Cha.  actors  equivalent  lo  .he  Japanese  lor  «  the  tem- 
ple of  Yoshin.ilsu,"  which  last   name  is  the  native 
pronunciation  of  the  syllables  written  Zen  ko 

Under  the  "chancel"  {naipn)  is  a  soil  of  crypt 
or  gallery  reminding  one  somewhat  of  a  subter- 
ranean Hampton  Court  maze  and  this  was 
invited  to  explore  under  die  guidance  of  one  o  the 
aileudant  "ve.ge.s."  Descending  a  sho,  t  fl.ght 
l)f  steps  we  we,  e  soon  enveloped  in  pitch  da,  kness 
bnt  my  cicerone  took  my  hands,  and  began  to 
walk  backwards  with  a  confidence  only  bo.  „  of 
instant  practice,  and  so  the  en  cut  was  ..leg 
completed.  A  thrice-repeated  round  s  held  to 
be  most  me,  ito,  ions,  and  the  co,  ne,  s  of  the  passage 
walls  are  polished  smooth  by  the  frequent  touch 
of  hesitating  hands.  .  .  . 

On  emerging  from  the  hole,  ihe  transition  from 
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the  dense  darkness  il|t<J  the  dazzling  brilliancy  of 

the  summer  afternoon  was  almost  painful,  A  hide 
cliiii  lollovved  vviil>  some  courteous  attendants,  who 

offered  llie  usual  cup  of  tea,  and  I  1  use  lu  depart. 
My  guide  thereupon  asked  it  I  would  not  make  an 
olieisauce  befoi a  leaving  the  sin ine,  at  which  ihe 
youth  who  hail  piloted  me  from  the  Fujiya  almost 
indignantly  hastened  to  explain  that  a  would  he 
most  destasleful,  and  so  we  took  out  l^ave. 

From  the  Temple  precincts  lo  the  Joeankwan, 
a  soil  of  Japanese  Club,  standing  on  an  elevated 
spot  to  the  East,  is  only  a  short  walk,  and  a 
magnificent  view  is  obtained  of  the  town  of  Na- 
gano  and  the  plain  in  which  it  lies,  with  the  moilil 
tains  thai  encircle  it.  Next  to  litis  grand  prospect, 
perhaps  the  most  interesting  thing  of  note  is  a 
fine  assembly  tooni  of  144  mats,  neat  and  spot 
lessly  clean. 

Close  by  is  the  Meteor ological  Obseivaloiy, 
where  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  officials  in  charge  and 
was  couiteously  allowed  to  examine  their  instru- 
ments, with  a  view  to  making  comparisons  with 
my  own  mercurial  aneioid  barometers  so  as  to 
ensure  greatei  accuracy  in  determining  altitudes 
durl  g  the  climbs  I  shoitly  hoped  to  make.  This 
done,  I  returned  to  the  tea-house  near  the  station, 

Stopping  on  the  way  for  lunch  at  the  Fujiya  inn  

the  central  establishment — where  a  capital  meal 
was  served  in  the  clean  and  tidy  rooms  in  "  foreign 
style.' 

By  the  time  I  had   succeeded    in  getting  tin- 
rikisha  for  the  first  stage  of  my  journey  il  was 
4  p.m.,  and  then    an  uncomfortable    joli    of  l£ 
hour,  look  me  as  far  as  Shimbashi  (also  called  Ko- 
ichi)  a  little  hamlet  perched  picturesquely  on  ihe 
left   bank  of  the  broad   waters  of  the  Saigawa, 
and  said  to  be  2  ri  from  Zenkoji,  though  probably 
a  little  less.     Before  leaving  the  latter  place  I  had 
arranged  with  the  men  to  act  as  poiteis  when  the 
jinrikisha  could  no  further  go,  so  from  this  place 
10  Shimmaclii,  a  distance  of  4  ri  further,  was  ac- 
complished on  foot.     For  some  little  way  Ihe  road 
is  very  good,  and  the  scenery  of  ihe  rivet's  banks, 
to  which  il  keeps  closely  for  most  of  the  way,  fail  ly 
picturesque.    After  some  miles,  however,  ihe  patl 
becomes  rough  and  irregular,  and  the  poorness  o 
the  road  is  in  keeping  with  the  character  of  the 
scaltei  ed  villages  through  which  il  passes.     At  one 
spot  one  has  lo  ci oss  over  the  tough  rocky  face  o 
cliffs  that  slope  steeply  to  ihe  swift  stream  far  be 
low,  and  the  performance  of  this  soil  of  passage 
in  the  now  deepenihg  t  wil igl  1 1  demanded  conside 
able  care. 

Long  befoi  e  reaching  this  the  porters  had  fallen 
behind,  but  I  had  foituualely    fallen    in  with 
cheery    wayfarer  whose   home    was  hereabouts, 
and  he  kindly  volunteered  to  come  straight  on' 
with  me  as  far  as  Shimirtachi,  an  offer  1  gladly 
accepted,   as  in  thedaik  it  would  not  have  beei 
difficult  to  go  astray]     As  it  was  necessai  y,  how 
ever,  to  be  provided  with  a  chochin  on  account  of 
the  lough  slate  of  the  mountain  path,  we  endea 
vortied  to  procure  one  at  a  wayside  cottage  which 
gieeted  us  just  as  night  had  closed  in  and  left  us 
no  light  but  that  of  the  stars  to  aid  us. 

But,  unfortunately  the  dwelleis  were  too  poor  to 
be  the  possessors  of  a  lantern  which  they  could 
lend,  nor  could  they,  while  my  companion  left  me 
to  sciamhle  up  the  hill  side  to  seek  elsewhere, 
even  produce  a  cup  of  tea  for  one's  refreshment! 
They  weie,  however,  kindly  folk,  and  did  what  else 
they  could  to  make  a  few  minutes  rest  as  pleasant 
as  might  be,  and  attention  such  as  this  is  not 
seldom  one  of  the  most  refreshing  things  one's 
country  travel  have  lo  give.  At  length  my  friend 
with  his  chochin,  leappeais,  and  we  set  out  foi 
the  steep  climb  which  leads  ovei  the  Yanoshii  i-toge 
down  to  Anadaiia  and  Shimmaclii. 

At  the  foi  met  place  the  path  rejoins  the  Saigawa 
and  brings  us  into  the  neighbourhood  where  the 
great  earthquake  occurred  of  which  I  have  already 
spoken.  While  resting  on  the  top  of  the  pass  we 
were  rejoined  by  the  Coolies  who  had  somewhere 
or  other  picked  up  a  reinforcement  and,  profit- 
mg  by  our  delay  over-  gelling  the  chochin,  had 
made  such  unexpected  haste  as  to  enable  them  to 
overtake  us,  am)  so  we  marched  merrily  down  the 
long  street  of  Shimmaclii  to  the  Miyosbiya,  wlieie 
confor  table  rooms  and  good  attendance  were  ill 
store. 

From  here,  on  the  following  morning,  with  a 
pack  horse  for  my  baggage,  and  its  leader  as  my 
guide,  I  stalled  ai  7  o'clock  for  a  walk  of  16  miles 
to  Omachi,  a  distance  which  the  hot,  sultry  day 
almost  doubled.  A  striking  view  of  some  of  the 
great  peaks  of  the  Japanese  Alps  greets  one  on 
leaving  the  village  and  passing  down  the  valley. 
As  Minacho,  a  walk  of  15  minutes  from  the  inn, 
the  number  of  boats  hauled  upon  the  river-brink! 
tells  of  the  traffic  which  is  carried  on  between' 
Mat&umoto  and  lire  river-side  villages  in  (his 
neighbourhood.  Until  the  earthquake  intervened 
to  bar  the  way,  it  was  indeed  possible  for  them  to 
ply  over  the  whole  distance  between  Malsuinolo 


ami  Zenkoji,  and  I  was  told  at  the  former  place 
that  11  is  still  a  pleasant  tiip — though  needing  a 
parenthetic  laud  journey  near  Anadaira  lo  circum- 
vent the  Obstruction— from  the  one  place  to  the 
other  when  Ihe  lime  can   be  spared.    The  whole 
route,  from  Shimmaclii  up  to  Ihe  point  where  the 
path  crosses  the  great  lidge  which  lies  between 
ihe  Saigawa  and  the  long  narr  ow  plain   in  which 
Omachi  is  situated,  is  exlremely  pretty.     Of  the 
many  pictures  memory  recalls  wild  pleasure,  per- 
traps  one  of  lire  mosl  striking  is  thai  of  the  little 
village    of  Hina,    some  two  ri  from  .Shimmaclii. 
ruining  an  angle   irr  the  hills  suddenly,  a  deep 
valley,  embosomed  in  a  setting  of  steep  tr  ee-clad 
heights,  lies  open  lo  view.    At  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  wind   the  emerald  waters  of  the  beautiful 
liver  whose  now  constant  companionship  has  al- 
most made  one  feel  it  to  be  a  friend,  and  on  tl... 
left  bank  lie  dotted  about  the  picturesque  cottages 
of  the  secluded  hamlet.     Before  long,  however,  th 
rive,  bank  has  to  be  abandoned,  for  at  Hasliig 
half  a  ri  furthei  on,   ihe  main  path   which  follows 
it  10  Matsumoto  dive,  ges  from  our  s,  which  is  bill 
mountain  track,   in  some  places,   however,  fair 
good,   and  whilst  we  turn  off  due   west    the  mm 
important   road    holds   straight   on    towards  th 
south. 

As  the  way  was  now  too  steep  for  the  pack 
horse  to  climb,  we  stopped  at  a  farm  house  ueai 
the  foot  of  the  pass  and  transfer  red  its  load  to  tl 
backs  of  a  couple  of  coolies,  and  without  f  tut  In., 
delay  applied  ourselves  to  the  climb  which  begins 
shoitly  after  leaving  the  village  and  crossing  th 
Iributaiy  stream  which  heie  runs  down  from  , 
ravine  on  the  right.  What  a  pull  it  was  !  Tin 
narrow  valley  is  so  shut  in  that  no  breath  of  wind 
seems  able  to  get  in  lo  stir  a  single  leaf,  and 
nature  seems  too  drowsy  for  exertion  at  all,  as  i 
■  educed  10  inactivity  by  the  sultry  heal  and  lulled 
by  the  never  ceasing  cicada's  song. 

But  Ihe  prospect  of  getting  a  breeze  on  the  top 
of  ihe  1  idge,  and  visions  of  refreshment  and  rest 
fioni  the  noontide  glare,  spur  one  on  to  the  work, 
and  we  are  soon  hard  at  itou  the  path  which  winds' 
in  sinuous  cur  ves  over  the  face  of  the  Fudozaka,  a 
pr  ecipitous  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  S6-no-sawa. 
Near  ihe  baie  rocks  of  a  torrent  bed,  on  the  right 
is  an  image  of  Fndosama,  with  the  usual  sword 
his  1  ight  hand  and  the  rope  of  straw  in  his  left,  the 
former  being  meant  to  strike  terror  inlo  the  hearts 
of  evildoers  and  the  latter  to  bind  them  with 
detected  in  crime.    Certainly  the  aspect  of  this 
personage  was  fearsome  enough,  ihe  stone  out  of 
which  the  image  is  ca.  ved  being  painted  an  un- 
earthly blue.    In  ordinary  seasons  the  torrent  hard 
by    sends     a    pretty    cascade    called  Fudolaki 
tumbling  over   the  edge  of  a   little  basin  down 
to  neat  the  spot  where  the  image  stands,  but  this 
year  the  long. continued  drought  has  been  loo  much 
far  most  of  the  little  streams  in  the  neighbour  hood, 
and  this  one,  like  many  another  one,  has  sttuck 
work   and  d.ied   up  altogether.     And  not  only 
have  Ihe  streams  come   to    this   pass,   but  man 
himself  has  begun  lo  feel   the  effects  of  the  scot- 
ching   sun's    pitiless   rays,    a   fact    of    which  I 
soon   had   an  illustration  at  the  time  distressing 
to  witness.     For,  a  few  hundred  feet  higher  up,  I 
came    across  the  for  in   of  a    young    farmer -lad 
stretched  out  by  the  side  of  the  path,  utterly  ex- 
hausted  and   looking  terribly   pale,   if  one  can 
speak  of  as  paleness  the  peculiar  livid  greenness 
which  corresponds  to  that  hue  popularly  known 
amongst   ourselves   as'*white  as  a  sheet."  His 
wife  was  quite  powerless  to  help  him,  so  after 
finding  out  that  he    was  suffeiing  from  nothing 
more  serious  than  the  excessive  heat  which  made 
climb  a  vet  y  trying  one,  I  pi  omised  that  if  he 
would  come  to  me  when  we  leached  the  rest  house 
near  the  top  of  the  pass,  I  would  Iry  to  give  him 
1  little  relief,  as  I  had  in  my  baggage  a  collec 
ion   of    "  Burroughs  and    Wellcome's  "  tabloids 
specially   selected   for    use   on    mountain  travels. 
Leaving  him  for  the  pi  esent,  I  made  my  way  up  to 
the  little  village  of  So,  which  lies  in  an  amphitheatre 
of   hills,    Ihe   lower    slopes   of  which   are  largely 
Cultivated    with    hemp,    whilst    the    forest  which 
lothes  the  upper  portions  of  the  ridge  are  largely 
composed  of  pines,  laiches,  and  nara  (a  kind  of 
evergreen  oak).  Dining  my  1  est  at  ihe  big,  newly- 
"niilt  farm  house  lo  which  I  was  taken  as  the  one 
Hording  tire  best  accomodation,    my  wayfaring 
riend  also  struggled  in,  and  most  grateful  was  he 
the  litlle  help  I  tried  to  give.     Leaving  him  to 
rest  whilst  the  medicine  did  its  work,  I  crossed  lire 
hill-side  above  the  village  and  soon  found  myself 
in  a  nanow  gap  at  the  summit  of  the  pass  which, 
at  air  attitude  of  about  3,000  feet,  affords  a  fine 
view  westwai  ds  of  the  central  pot  lion  of  llie  Japan- 
ese, Alps  as  they  rise  beyond  the  narrow  plain  in 
which  Omachi  lies. 


KiiMklt,  Sh.nden,  and  Oshio.     [11  the  cailie.  „a.t 

0  the  walk  the  aspect  of  the  magnificent  cliffs  ,  jj  i„g 
abruptly  above  the  ravine  is  most   impressive,  bu| 
gradually  ihe  valley  opens  out  into  gentle,  slope* 
and  after  c.ossing  the  hills  beyond  Oshi.,  ihe  way 

passe*  OVCI  dark  soil,  appa.  ently  of  volcanic  or  igu. 
Ill  One  part  of  which  ,  rses  a  spring  of  Ihe  most 
delicto,, sly  cold,  clear  walei  I  met  with  on  my  lour. 

1  he  distance  from  (he  summit  of  the  pass  iscalled 
3  rt,  bill  is  probably  mote,  and  il  was  3  hours  from 
the  lime   I  left  So  to  the  lime  I  walked  into  ihe 
spacious  Yamacho  in  Omachi.    Grandly  situated 
is  this  quaint  little  town,  lying  as  it  does  so  near  to 
the  g.eai  snow-streaked  giants  which  tise  up  in  a 
dar  k  m  rssive  wall  so  difficult  of  access  as  to  almost 
cutoff  communication  between  Ihe  neighbouring 
provin.es  of  Shinshiti  and   ElCltlU,  whose  bound- 
ary line  lies  along  the   main    direction  of  their 
niliged    ridge,    running   almost    due    1101th  and 
south.    Some  tin  ee  years  ago  a   large  pait  of 
the  place  was  burnt  down,  and  as  the  people  are 
not  veiy  well-off,  the  wo.  k  of  building  has  not 
been   proceeding  apace,  and  I  was  told  that  il 
would  be  some  lime  before  it  would  1  ecover  from 
the  disaster.     Like  many  of  llie  villages  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  great  mountains,  ihe  houses 
of  Omachi  have  their  roofs  loaded  in  Alpine  fashion 
with  large  stones  lo  keep  the  shingles  from  being 
swept  away  by  snow  and  wind,  and  in  some  cases 
an   extra    broad  overhanging    eave    gives  one 
almost  the  impression  that  it  is  not  in  Japan  but 
in  Switzerland  that  one  is  travelling,  this  hem./ 
particularly  the  case  in  some  of  the  smaller  places 
in  llie  more  secluded  valleys  in  the  province  of 
Hida,  the  snow-fall  being  greater  on  the  West  and 
Norther  n  sides  of  the  Alps  of  Japan  than  on  the 
East. 

When  I  first  ai  1  ived 


For  a  few  minutes  the  rugged  path  drops  steeply 
down  the  narrow  defile  to  the  banks  of  the  Kana- 
ma-gawa,  and  then  for  some  distance  a  level  and 
really  good  road  leads  on  towards  the  villages  of 


at  the  Yamacho,  "  mine 
lost   ,  seemed  somewhat  reluctant  to  take  me  in, 
saying  he  had  no  accomodation  fit  10  offer.    As  I 
assured  him  I  was  not  very  particular  on  this  score, 
he  at  length  said  he  would  see  what  he  could  do,' 
and  ultimately,  beckoning  me  lo  follow  him,  led 
the  way  upslaits  to  the sangai,  the  third  storey,  for 
the  inn  was  one  of  unusual  size.    On  reaching  the 
anding  at  the  top  of  ihe  last  flight  of  stairs,  I  was 
astonished  to  find  myself  in  an  apartment  of  ihe 
most  extensive  propo.  lions,  far  exceeding  anything 
of  the  kind   I  had  previously  met  with  at  any 
apauese  inn  I  had  ever  visited. 
So  far  as  I  could  gather,  the  r  oom,  about  50  mats 
in  aiea,  was  intended  lo  be  used  as  a  sort  of  public 
entertainment  room,  and  a  large  number  of  fold- 
ng  chairs  with  plain  deal  tables  and  benches  were 
piled  up  against  the  far  side  of  the  room.  The 
tatami  weie  not  yet  down,  but  when  the  additions 
the  place,  of  which  the  sangai  is  the  most  recent, 
are  completed  this  room  will  certainly  be  a  striking 
feature.    On  the  left  hand  side  of  this  was  another, 
ly    recently   finished,   into    which,   with  many 
pologies  for  its  meanness,  I  was  ushered.  Mean- 
ess  !    Think  of  it,  a  magnificent  apartment  of  27 
mats,  i.e.  including  the  recess  of  the  toko-no-ma, 
oyei  3o  feet  by  18,  spotlessly  clean,  bounded  on  two 
'des  by  a  wide  verandah  of  dark  wood,  polished 
almost  to  a  mirror-like  surface,  and  commanding 
an  extensive  view  of  the  southern  ponion  of  the 
ong  plain,  along  whose  western  limits  lises  up 
the  gt  eat  barrier  of  the  mountains  that  had  long 
ince  won  my  heart,  and  whose  fastnesses  and  val- 
ys  I  now  hoped  for  the  next  few  weeks  to  make 
my  home. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  initial  unreadiness 
of  my  landlord  to  give  me  shelter,  he  certainly 
spared  no  pains  afterwards  to  make  me  comfort- 
able, bringing  in  a  table  and  chair  for  my  meals, 
and  when  bed  time  came,  he  appeared  with  several 
benches  and  an  enormous  box,  about  six  feet  squar  e 
and  fool  one  deep,  which  he  pr  oceeded  to  auange 
as  a  bedstead;  not  that  I  had  any  objection  to 
sleeping  on  the  floor  in  itself,  but  that  I  did 
very  much  object  lo  turning  my  person  into  (he 
Irappy  hunting-ground  of  that  pest  of  every 
Japanese  inn,  lire  ubiquitous  flea.  It  was  hoped 
thai,  agile  as  these  creatures  are,  the  eleva- 
tion of  my  couch  some  feet  above  the  floor  would 
lift  me  beyond  their  reach;  the  experiment  was 
justified  by  its  results,  and  my  foes  were  cheated 
of  their  feast. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Augusi6th,  I  was  delighted 
to  receive  a  visit  f.  0111  my  sick  fr  iend  of  yesterday, 
who  came  to  tell  me  that  the  medicine  had  done 
him  good,  though  he  was  still  feeling  rather  fever- 
ish. Accordingly  I  dosed  him  with  quinine,  and  he 
departed  with  a  promise  to  return  in  the  evening 
to  repoit  p.  ogress  once  more.  Great  was  my 
astonishment  when  later  on  he  reappeared,  radiant 
with  happiness  at  his  recovery,  with  a  beautiful 
kakemono,  which  he  insisted  on  my  accepting  as  a 
memento  of  our  meeting  and  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  had  met.  It  was  no  use  explain- 
ing that  such  things  needed  no  lepayment,  for  the 
good  fellow  would  take  no  denial,  so,  as  I  saw  that 
lie  would  evidently  be  quite  distressed  if  I  persisted 
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in  declining  his  gift,  I  at  length  accepted  it. 
Lone  shall  1  value  it  as  a  souvenir  of  the  since. e 
and  simple-hearted  gratitude  of  a  chance  acquain- 
tance with  whom  my  meeting  in  the  lulls  will  often 
come  up  as  a  most  refreshing  memory. 

It  was  pleasant  to  find  in  this  out-of-the-way 
old-wo.ld  place  a  little  body  of  Christians  who 
have  their  gathering  in  a  room  almost  opposite 
the  inn.  It  is  true  that  their  singing  was  not 
of  a  very  high  order,  but  the  fact  that  they  were 
there  was  not  a  little  cheering,  and  more  so  was 
their  evident  pleasure  at  an  unexpected  visitoi  to 
wish  them  "  God  speed." 

During  the  morning  I  was  astonished,  on  the 
announcement  of  a  visitor  to  see  me  to  behold  the 
(ace  of  my   Matsumoto  landlord,  Sasa  Motoji, 
of    the    Shinanoya    inn,  who    came    to  tell  me 
that  he   was  very   busy   at    present,    but  that 
a  fortnight  or    so    later  on    he    would    like  to 
Join  me  in  some  expeditions  I  wanted  to  "lake  a 
little  more  to  the  Southern  end  of  the  Hida-Shin- 
shu  range.     He  had  started  at  three  o  clock  that 
morning,  the  journey  of  22  miles  by  kuruma  taking 
seven  hours,  the  way  being  uphill  for  most  ol  the 
distance,  though  the  incline  is  not  steep.  Me 
reported  that  the  farmers  in  neighbourhood  of 
Matsumoto  were  in  great  distress  owing  to  the 
long-continued  drought  which  had  now  lasted  no 
less  than  seven  weeks.   I  must  own  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  at  this,  for  on  the  previous  evening  a 
most  violent  thunde. storm  had  broken  over  the 
upper  part  of  the  plain  between  Matsumoto  and 
Omachi,  but  although  it  was  so  extraordinarily 
severe  near  the  latter  place  the  former  got  nothing 
of  it,  its  range  being  evidently  quite  local. 

THB   HARINOKl  TOGE. 
'  lilt  ego  qui  quondam—' 

Of  all  the  mountain  routes  indicated  in  the 
pages  of  "  Mui  ray  "  none  had  ever  seemed  to  me 
likely  to  afford  more  genuine  mountaineering 
interest  than  the  climb  over  the  Hai  inoki-toge, 
"  The  pass  of  the  alders,"  which  was  first  opened 
up  some  17  yea.s  ago  by  way  of  facilitating  com- 
munication between  the  great  province  of  Shmshu 
on  the  East,  and  that  of  Etch  in  on  the  West  of  the 
wildest  mountain  mass  of  which  Japan  can  boast 
In  point  of  altitude  it  is  the  highest,  and  judg. 
ing  by  the  accounts  of  such  foreign  travellers  as 
had  made  its  acquaintance,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
most  striking  in  regard  to  personal  appearance, 
of  any  pass  yet  made  known  to  foreign  travel. 

Time,  however,  which  leaves  its  maik  on 
most  that  we  love  to  look  on,  had  not  left  the  Ha- 
rinoki-loge  untouched,  and  in  a  few  years  after  its 
first  opening  the  giand  route  had  so  suffeled  from 
the  ravages  of  tempest  and  storm  that,  if  not 
battered  out  of  all  recognition,  it  was  become,  at 
any  rate,  a  mere  wreck  of  its  former  self.  For  the 
f.osl  and  snows  of  winter,  aided  by  the  heavy  rains 
of  spring  and  autumn,  soon  succeeded  in  sweeping 
away  whatever  poitions  of  the  path  had  not  been 
constructed  in  sheltered  positions. 

Ill  a  note  to  the  Preface  of  "  Murray  s  2nd  Edi- 
tion, it  is  stated  that  as  eatly  as  the  summer  of  1883 
"the  1  oute  had  become  almost  impassable."  In  the 
desciiption  of  the  itinerary  given  in  the  31  d  Edition, 
one  reads  that,  "Even  during  the  summer  months 
communication  is  often  entirely  tute.rupled,  and 
none  but  the  most  experienced  mountaineers  can 
hope  to  succeed  in  forcing  a  path  for  themselves. 

It  is  true  that  dm  ing  the  first  two  or  tin  ee  years 
after  the  pass  was  first  opened,  seve.al  parlies  of 
foreign  tiavellers  had  crossed  it  without  difficulty, 
and  an  interesting  account  of  one  such  journey 
may  be  found  in  Vol.  VIII.  of  the  "Transactions 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  japan,"  by  Piof.  R.  W. 
Atkinson,  forme,  ly  of  Tokyo.  But  the  palmy 
days  of  the  pass  we.  e  those  of  its  infancy,  and  very 
soon  such  a  sad  transformation  had  taken  place 
that  no  more  app.opriate  desciiption  could  be 
found  for  it  than  in  the  epigrammatic  declaration 
of  the  depa.ted  gloi  ies  of  a  far  more  classic  spot 
"  toge  fuit  I" 

Before  making  the  attempt  myself,  I  had  tried  to 
get  all  the  information  I  could  about  the  expe.i- 
ences  of  other  travellers  in  1  ecent  yea.s.  1  his  re- 
solved itself  into  two  attempts  made  by  personal 
friends  of  my  own.  Neither  of  whom,  however, 
,»ained  the  success  their  determination  deserved. 
The  one  stalled  from  Omachi  in  the  autumn  of 
1885,  but  was  obliged  10  tu.n  back  after  reaching 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  having  already  had  a 
nanow  escape  of  being  killed  through  slipping  on 
a  steep  talus  of  loose  eailh,  high  up  above  the 
torrent  bed.  This  gentleman  was  informed  that 
the  expedition  had  not  been  made  for  some  years, 
excepting  hy  occasional  hunters,  although,  "one 
year"  the  guides  said,  "two  Japanese  travellers 
made  the  attempt,  but  when  they  came  to  the 
snow  one  of  them  began  to  cry  and  they  returned 

alone  !"  , 

My  other  friend  made  his  attempt  from  1  oyama, 
on  the  opposite  side,  in  the  spring,  some  three  or 


four  yea.s  later.  On  this  occasion,  Riuzanjita.  ot 
Tateyama  onsen,  as  it  is  locally  called,  the  bathing 
place  at  the  foot  of  Tateyama,  was  the  furthest 
point  reached,  and  this  only  after  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty,  though  results  might  have  been  greater 
had  the  journey  been  made  two  or  three  months 
later,  when  the  mountains  were  more  freef.  onl  snow. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  on  neither  of  these  two  occa- 
sions was  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole 
route  leached,  namely  that  between  Riuzanjita 
and  the  lop  of  the  toge,  and  both  parties,  consider- 
ing the  seasons  of  the  year  their  expeditions  were 
made,  did  wisely  is  not  insisting  on  pushing  on 
further  than  they  respectively  reached. 

It  was  on  Monday,  August  7th,  that  I  started 
fiom  my  inn  at  Omachi  to  make  the  attempt,  the 
unce.tainty  of  the  probable  results  of  which  gave 
a  pleasant  spice  to  one's  reflections.    My  guides 
were  a  pair  at  hunters,  whose  head-quarters  we.  e 
at  Noguchi,  a  little  hamlet  between  Omachi  and 
the  pass,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  late  arrival 
that  instead  of  starling  al  6  a.m.  we  we.e  not 
actually  on  ll.e  move   until  nea.ly  8.     In  halt  an 
hour  we  had  traversed  the  level  stretch  of  plain 
between  Omachi  and  Noguchi,  a  halt  then  being 
made  at  the  latter  place  at  the  house  of  the  Kucno, 
whilst  the  services  of  a  third  coolie  were  obtained 
for  the  can  iage  of  the  baggage  over  the  pass.  As 
the  men  of  the  village  had  already  gone  away  to 
their  day's  work,  this  was  not  very  easily  done,  and 
an  hour,  spent  pleasantly  though,  it  is  true,  in  the 
company  of  the  politeand  hospitable  head-man,  had 
slipped  away  before  the  person  in  question  appear- 
ed   AtQ.l5,however,  we  were  fairly  under  way,  and 
the  path  gradually  bearing  round  to  the  N.W. 
took  us  through  sweet  scented  fo.  ests  of  pine,  oak, 
birch  and  la.  ch,  which  covers  the  hara  (moor)  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Takasegawa.  The  last  inhabit 
ed  houses  we  saw  were  those  of  the  small  hamlet 
of  Oide,  beyond  which  a  forest-shaded  shrine  and 
the  torii  guarding   its  approach   are  decorated 
with  primitive  representations  of  swords  put  up  as 
votive  offerings  to  the  gods  of  the  great  mountains, 
whose  tall,  densely  wooded  forms  now  tower  above 
the  valley  up  which  our  pathway  lies.    Taking  a 
short  cut  across  the  gently-ascending  slope,  the 
narrow  track,  g. owing  gradually  fainter,  at  length 
leads  us  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Kagagawa,  and  at 
another  rustic  torii  in  a  shady  spot,  which  I  was 
told  is  called  Takinokoye,  from  a  hut  which  once  ex- 
isted heie,  we  sat  down  to  rest  and  feed,  our  lime 
fromNoguchi  being  two  hours.and  the  height  above 
sea  level  3,150  feet.    Leaving  this  pleasant  spot  ex- 
actly at  noon,  a  steady  half  hour's  walk  brought 
us  to  a   little  shanty,    whose  condition,  though 
now  it  was  untenanted,  showed  signs  of  recent  use. 
At  one  o'clock,  the  dried-up  bed  of  a  tributary 
to.  rent  known  as  Shirasawa  was  reached,  and 
here  we  were  compelled  to  take  to  the  wide  while 
stony  channel  of  the  main  stream,  whose  wate.s 
we  crossed  by  leaping  from  boulder  to  boulder, 
and  so  gain  the  opposite  bank  at  a  higher  point. 
The  next  quarter  of  an  hour  was  one  of  genuine 
hard  wo.k,  there  being  no  path  lo  speak  of  and  a 
way  having  to  be  made  by  main  force  through 
dense    undergrowth   and    tall    luxuriant  docks. 
Fmerging  from  this  we  again  found  ou.  selves  close 
bV  the  river's  brink,  to  our  great  surprise  coming 
suddenly  upon  a  couple  of  hunters  engaged  ... 
fishing.    Two  of  my  coolies  had  by  this  time  be- 
gun to  express  their  doubts  as  to  the  possibility  of 
completing  the  expedition,  for  though  their  packs 
were  anything  but  heavy,  their  minds  seemed  so 
oppressed  with  a  g. owing  burden  of  anxiety  about 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  before  them  that  they 
begged  me  to  engage  the  services  of  yet  anothe. 
coolie  to  enable  them  lo  lighten  their  loads.  As 
our  p.  ogress  had  hitherto  been  somewhat  tardy  I 
agreed  to  their  proposal,  pa.  ticularly  as  the  eader 
of  the  t.io  seemed  inclined  to  give  in  himself.  In- 
deed, his  melancholy  aspect  was  quite  depressing 
and  had  he  sought  relief  in  a  burst  of  tears  I  could 
scarcely  have  been  surpiised. 

The  course  of  the  negotiations,  however,  like  that 
of  Li  ue  love,  ran  by  no  means  smoothly,  and  a 
vexatious  vacillation  on  the  pa.  t  of  the  men  almost 
d.ove  one  to  despair.  At  first  ihey  seemed  d.s 
posed  to  come,  then  they  hesitated,  at  length  de 
dining  to  do  so  on  the  ground  of  having  no  extra 
■waraji  to  leplace  those  they  were  then  using,  bo 
after  20  minutes  wasted  in  fruitless  palaver  1 
moved  off,  leaving  the  rest  to  follow,  but  after 
proceeding  a  short  distance  I  found  the  men  were 
not  coming  on,  and  going  back  to  enquire  the  rea- 
son, I  was  informed  one  of  the  pair  had  after  all 
agreed  to  come.  Ce.  lain  preliminaries  in  the  way 
of  rearrangement  of  packs,  however,  had  to  be  gone 
through,  thereby  involving  a  delay  of  10  minutes 
mo.e.  The  loss  of  time,  however,  was  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  gain  in  sl.ength  10  the 
pa.ty.  The  newcomer  was  an  extremely  chee.  ing 
individual  of  40  years  of  age,  once  a  wrestler,  but 
now  possessed  of  more  muscle  and  much  less  fat 
than  in  his  "ring"  days,  and  although  he  had 


shown  some  leluctance  in  joining  the  expedition 
he  certainly  worked  hard  enough  whence  once 
he  had  cast  in  his  lot  with  us. 

As  soon  as  the  caravan's  increasing  numbers 
were  actually  on  the  march  we  found  it  necessary 
to  turn  away  for  a  while  from  the  edge  of  the 
,iver  and  struck  inwa.ds  up  a  dry  torrent  bed  oil 
the  light   bank,  and   then  came  another  hours 
struggle,  chiefly  through  dense  jungle,  in  order  to 
cross  an  intervening  spur  of  the  hills  ou  our  left. 
Soon  after  reaching  a  spot  called  Tokusa  no  kemi, 
where  an  enormous  stone,  overg.own  with  moss 
and  creepers,  stands  solitary  in  a  gloomy  thicket, 
without  the  least  appaient  connection  with  such 
surroundings,  we  again  descended  to  the  river 
bed  and  at  3  o'clock  reached  the  spot  known  as 
Maruishi  bashi,"  the  round  stone  bridge"  where 
we  crossed  over  to  the  left  bank  in  full  view  of  the 
da.k  sides,  flecked  here  and  there    with  dazz- 
ling st.eaks  of  snow,  of  Jiidake,  apeak  which  may 
be  ascended  by  way  of  the  ravine  now  seen  in 
front  as  we  cross  the  stream. 

Unless  it  be  for  the  sake  of  some  past  associa- 
tion, it  can  only  be  ou  the  '  Incus  a  non  lucendo 
principle  that  this  spot  goes  by  the  name  of  Maru- 
ishi bashi,  for  though  the  river  bed  is  filled  with 
water-worn  boulders  of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  there 
is  neither  a  bridge  nor  anything  to  suggest  the 
past  existence  of  one.    If  there  ever  was  it  must, 
atleasl  8  years  ago,  have  vanished  from  the  place. 
Half  an  hour's  halt  for  food  was  called  here,  and 
then  came  a  rough  scramble  up  broken  rocks  on  the 
left  bank,  and  then,  just  as  it  was  getting  doubtful 
if  we  could  possibly  cross  the  summit  of  the  pass 
and  reach  shelter  on  the  west  side  before  nightfall. 
Our  doubts  were  speedily  put  an  endto  by  a  sudden 
thundei  storm,  which  make  it  necessary  toget  under 
shelter  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  having  got  there 
to  stay  long  enough  to  make  it  useless  lo  think  of 
proceeding  further  that  day.     Incessant  growls  of 
thunder  had  for  some  time  before  been  giving 
warning  of  what  we  might  expect,  and  as  the  loud 
echoes  reverberated  from  crag  to  cag,  and  rolled 
down  the  valley  up  which  we  had  climbed,  we  came 
to  a  final  halt  by  the  side  of  a  huge  rock  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  ravine.  Upon  enquiring  after  the  name 
of  the  spot,  ushigoya,  I  learned  that  a  shelter  once 
existed  here  by  way  of  stabling  for  the  bullocks 
which  once,  in  the  days  when  a  path  existed,  used 
to  cross  the  pass  with  their  burdens.    At  present  a 
few  alder  branches  propped  up  against  the  slightly 
overhanging  side   of  the  rock  bear  witness   to  a 
comparatively  recent  visitor,  either  some  solitary 
hunter,  or  possibly  the  Government  official  who  1 
was  told  had  been  here  a  few  weeks  ago,  engaged 
on  survey  work  in  these  pa,  ts.    As  the  ram  was 
now  finding  freer  admission  into   the  dilapidat- 
ed structure  than  was  likely  to  be  conducive  to 
comfort,  we  set  to  work  to  make  it  a  little  more 
habitable  by  piling  up  more  branches  and  spread- 
ing  over  them  the  sides  of  my  oil-paper  lent.  My 
waterproof  ground-sheet    came    in  handy  as  a 
defence  against  the  dampness  of  the  earthy  floor, 
and  by  the  time  a  fire  was  blazing  near  the  open 
end  of  the  shanty,  one's  surroundings  began  to 
look  more  cheerful.  We  had  reached  the  biovmiac 
at  4  45    and  the  altitude  of  the  place  (5,500  feel) 
combined  with  the  fact  that  its  position  111  the 
sheltered    ravine  gives    it    but   little    chance  of 
getting  warmed  by  the  genial  rays  o    the  sun, 
made  it  a  somewhat  chilly  situation,  and  the  need 
of  constant  attention  lo  the   fire  which  had  to 
be  mended  al  frequent  intervals  du.mg  the  night, 
caused   one's  rest  to  be  a  good  deal  disturbed, 
fudging  by  the  tone  of  the  guides'  conversion,  the 
prospect  of  the  morrow's  climb  was  one  that  for 
Two  of  them  at  least  possessed  but  few  attractions. 
The  lugubrious  leader  was  in  a  most  melancholy 
mood,  and  might  have  been  going  to  ce.tain  de- 
struction, whilst  another  of  the  quartette  seemed 
almost  of  the  same  mind.     But  happily  the  latest 
arrival,  though  from  past  expe.ience  awa.e  of  the 
nature  of  the  wo.k,  helped  to  cheer  them  up  a 
little    and   his  effo.  Is    were   backed    up   by  the 
youngest  man  who  urged  that  mil  desperandum 
was  to  be  our  motto,  and  insisted  on  a  bold  bid 
for  victory.     The  usual  delay  occurred  in  making 
the  morning  start,  and   it  was   7   o'clock  as  we 
turned  our  backs  upon  our  bivouac  and  app  ted 
ourselves  to  the  climb  over  the  sharp  mo.ainelike 
ridges  of  loose  rocks  by  which  we  mounted  up  the 
gradually  steepening  gully,  here  cont.  acted  to  its 
narrowest  width.    The  first  snow  was  reached  a 
an  altitude  of  about  6,000  feet,  and  a  delightful 
climb  of  1,500  feet  mo.e  took  us  to  the  top  of  the 
ureal  slope  from  the  lower  end  of  which  issues  the 
incipient  torrent  of  the  Kaga-gawa,  whose  waters, 
when  swollen  by  the  sp.  ing  nnd  autumn  sto.  ms 
have  from  time  to  time  w.  ought  such  havoc  with 
the  path  by  their  side.      When  the  slope  came  to 
an  end,  a  scramble  over  the  broken  hill-side  above 
eave  a  fresh  va.iety  to  our  upward  way,  and  as  1 
happened  to  be  pushing  on  ahead  of  the  rest  I 
suddenly  came  upon  an  unexpected  feast  of  deli- 
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cions  wild  strawberries,  and  not  until  the  whole 

Supply  had  disappeared  was  it  possible  to  resume 
the  climb.  This  now  involved  a  passage  over  a 
vei  y  sleep  talusof  loose,  yellow  eai  (h,  in  which  I  cut 
steps  with  my  alpine  slick  and  so  we  safely  reached 
the  snow-slope  on  the  left.  This,  however,  was  in- 
clined at  a  good  deal  higher  angle  than  ihe  one  he 
low,  and  the  coolies  expi  essed  their  disapproval  of 
its  appeal  ance  hy  flally  declining  to  take  to  it,  pre- 
fei  1  ing  the  climb  by  the  1  oclts  to  the  right,  although 
the  angle  is  nowheie  more  than  360  or  380.  Soon, 
however,  this  eased  off,  and  when  it  ceased,  a  few 
steps  onward,  placed  me  shortly  after  9  a.m.  by 
the  post  which  marks  the  boundary  between  the 
provinces  of  Shinshiu  and  Elchiu,  and  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Haiinoki  toge  itself. 

Nearly  an  hour  passed  all  loo  quickly  by  as  we 
discussed  breakfast,  and  took  obsei  vations  as  to 
attitude  and  surroundings,  I  believe  that  the 
"  height  by  aneioid  "  hitherto  assigned  to  the  pass 
is  much  too  low,  and  instead  of  giving  it  7,700 
feet,  I  would  place  it  at  as  much  as  8,120  feet,  a 
lesvill  which  vei  y  closely  agiees  with  the  aliunde 
given  by  the  Government  Geological  Sri  1  vey  map. 

In  some  respects  the  view  is  not  so  striking 
as  might  have  been  expected,  with  regard  to 
the  distant  peaks  visible,  the  mountains  on  the 
west  and  north-west  of  the  pass  hiding  Tateyama 
and  its  neighbours,  whilst  those  on  the  south  shut 
out  other  well  known  heights,  though  to  the  south- 
east a  glimpse  of  the  cone  of  Fuji,  with  Yatsuga- 
take,  on  its  left,  and  the  Komagatake  of  Shinshiu 
on  its  light,  is  obtained,  as  well  as,  almost  due 
south,  a  fine  piospect  of  the  sharp  peak  and  bare 
piecipitous  sides  of  Yarigatake. 

In  the  near  foreground,  on  the  north,  the  eye 
plunges  down  the  daik  ravine  up  which  we  have 
made  our  way,  with  its  glittering  snow  slopes  over- 
shadowed by  towering  cliffs,  whose  scarred  flanks 
showed  on  every  hand  traces  of  the  destructive 
power  of  avalanche  and  torrent.  Southwai  ds  dips 
the  deep  valley  down  which  lies  the  first  part  of 
our  descent,  the  nearer  slopes  being  covered  chiefly 
with  the  alder  trees  which  give  the  pass  its  name, 
and  the  low-creeping  branches  of  the  goyo-no- 
tnatsu,  a  sort  of  dwarf  pine.  The  peak  on  the  left 
of  the  toge,  as  one  still  looks  towaids  the  south,  is 
known  as  Renge-dake,  or  Goroku-dake,  and  is 
said  to  be  9,100  feet  in  altitude,  the  ascent  of  it 
presenting  no  pai  ticular  difficulty,  whilst  from  its 
position  the  view  it  commands  should  be  very  ex- 
tensive. Unlike  the  not  them  slopes  of  the  pass, 
its  southern  aspect  bears  no  traces  of  snow,  and  as 
we  set  off  at  10  o'clock  down  the  rugged  mountain 
flanks  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  soon  possessed  one's 
spirit  at  being  on  the  sunny  side.  Here  and  there 
traces  of  the  old  path,  especially  dining  the  ear- 
lier poi  lion  of  ihe  descent,  made  piogress  easy 
enough,  ihough,  as  I  was  informed  lhat  the  road 
had  never  been  put  in  order,  at  least  since  1884, 
when  its  original  maker  died,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  so  little  is  left  to  be  of  service. 
Diopping  down  quickly  into  the  taviiie  below  we 
soon  reached  the  souice  of  the  Hai  inoki-gawa, 
which  ultimately  falls  in  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Kurobe-gawa.  The  rough  chaiacter  of  the 
going  made  our  pace  necessarily  slow,  and  in  one 
place  a  stout  cord  I  can  ied  was  useful  in  letting 
the  leader  down  a  deep  broken  bank  of  earth 
and  giving  suppoit  in  descending  after  him. 
The  descent  of  the  bed  of  the  stream  neces- 
sitating constant  climbing  over  enormous  boul- 
ders, some  as  large  as  a  small  cottage,  proved 
rough  woik,  and  gave  all  too  little  lime  to  look 
atound  one  and  do  justice  to  the  magnificence 
of  the  surroundings.  Mightly  castellated  cliffs 
rose  wild  and  precipitous  and  bare  on  either 
hand,  whilst  in  the  distance  a  noble  piospect 
of  the  imposing  form  of  Tateyama  and  its  snow 
streaked  slopes  beckons  us  on.  At  the  ruins  of 
what  once  was  known  as  the  Futamata  hut,  an 
hour  and  a  half  from  the  top  of  the  pass,  we  halted 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  pressed  on,  not  without 
agreeable  delays  at  intervals,  when  the  path  keep- 
ing us  on  ihe  river-bank  gave  us  opportunities  of 
enjoying  most  welcome  feasts  of  wild  raspberries, 
which  here  and  there  giew  in  great  piofusion.  At 
length  the  descent  giew  less  abrupt  and  the  glen 
opened  out  into  the  more  level  valley  of  the  Kurobe- 
gawa,  across  whose  broad  stream,  on  a  high  steep 
bank,  looks  out  the  sole  representative  of  the 
substantial  rest-houses  that  once  gave  shelter  and 
food  to  whoever  might  pass  that  way.  Making 
our  way  aci  oss  the  river,  all  traces  of  a  former 
solidly-builtbridge  having  entirely  disappeared,  an 
almost  exciting  bit  of  rock  climbing  look  us  up  the 
little  headland,  and  at  3  15  we  were  inside  the  hut. 
As  there  was  no  shelter  between  this  and  Riuzanjita, 
and  the  most  dangerous  part  of  the  route,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  guides,  had  yet  to  come,  I  decided 
to  spend  the  night  here,  for  though  the  afternoon 
was  yet  young  it  was  better  to  make  sin  e  of  a  decent 
shelter  lor  the  night,  and  to  secure  plenty  of  day 
light  for  the  difficulties  of  the  route  beyond. 


An  inspection  of  the  inside  of  the  hut  levealrd 
ihe  fact  thai  Ihe  days  in  which  it  was  ■  tegulai 
abode  Ol   men  had  long  ago  passed  away,  and 

theie  seemed   Something  almost  mo  ful  ill  the 

contrast  between  what  its  well-built  walls  showed 
il  was  intended  to  be,  and  its  pi  esent  actual  aspect 
ol  deseitioil  and  decay.  Pail  of  the  building  was 
taken  up  by  a  spacious  kitchen,  whilst  the  lesl 
was  divided  into  two  fair-sized  100ms,  which  must 
once,  when propei'ty  furnished  with  mats,  etc, 1  have 
been  unusually  comfortable  foi  such  an  out-of-the- 
way  place.  At  6  o'clock  the  usual  thunderstorm 
broke  over  ihe  mountains',  and  light  glad  we  weie 
that  we  had  decided  lo  1  email!  hei  e,  for  though 
the  1  oof  was  not  altogether  rain-proof  il  was  in- 
finitely better  than  anything  we  could  possibly 
have  got  by  going  on  that  night, 

My  evening  meal,  enhanced  by  the  addition  of 
some  delicious  trout  taken  in  ihe  Kuiobe-gawa  by 
the  cheei  y  person  of  0111  party,  was  soon  over,  and 
after  slinging  my  hammock  between  two  of  the 
stoutest  posts  in  the  walls,  I  made  all  snug  for 
the  night  and  turned  in. 

On  the  following  moining  we  were  on  the  move 
by  6  30,  and  at  once  began  the  stiff  climb  up  the 
Niikuidani  toge,  or  Kariyasu  zaka,  the  first  of  the 
two  passes  between  Kurobe  and  Riuzanjita.  There 
being  no  path  for  some  distance,  we  bad  to  fight 
our  way  tediously  through  a  dense  growth  of  bam- 
boo-grass and  lall  docks,  whose  moisture-laden 
leaves  al  the  lightest  touch  discharged  showers  of 
dewdiops  upon  us,  and  soon  sufficed  to  soak  us 
through  and  tin  ough.  After  some  distance  we  got 
clear  of  this,  and  at  length  emerged  upon  traces  of  the 
old  path  which,  though  here  and  there  broken  away, 
affmded  us  good  going.  Towards  the  summit  of 
the  pass  the  steep  ascent  gradually  eased  off  a 
little.  At  8.15  we  were  on  the  top  of  the  1  idge  se- 
parating the  valley  of  the  Kurobe-gawa  from  lhat 
of  its  ti  ibutary  stream  rising  in  the  snow  slopes  be- 
low the  Zaiagoye,  The  altitude  of  the  pass  is  about 
6,000  feet  (by  anei  oid),  and  a  grand  view  of  some 
of  the  highest  peaks  of  the  great  range  north  of 
Yarigatake  is  obtained. 

That  mountain  is  hidden  by  a  nearer  interven- 
ing ridge,  but  the  ti  iangular  form  of  Kurodake, 
famous,  I  was  told,  for  its  wonderful  rock  crystals, 
and  also   the  sharp  peak  of  Eboshi-dake,  more 
noiihward  still,  with  other  lower  heights,  made  a 
splendid  picture.    A  short  descent,  the  lower  part 
of  which  was  very  difficult  owing  to  the  preciptious 
nature  of  the  broken  hill-side,  look  us  down  lo  the 
bed  of  the  stieam,  which  we  sci  ambled  across  near 
the  spot  where  once  a  bridge  existed,  but  which, 
like  its  fellow  on  the  Kurobe  side,  has  long  since 
been   made   into  matchwood   by  the  destructive 
waters  of  the  torrent.    Passing  along  the  left  bank 
we  ascended  over  landslips  and  snowslopes  to- 
waids the  summit  of  the  Zaragoye,  the  scenery 
giowing  in  beauty  and  grandeur  at  every  step. 
On    the    southern   side,    the   granite    cliffs  are 
much  broken,  and  give  an  air  of  wildness  to  the 
scene  which  contrasts  strikingly  with  the  shining 
slopes  of  snow  beneath,  and  on  every  hand  lovely 
Alpine  flowers  delight  the  eye.    The  top  of  the 
Zaragoye,  7,300  feel,  was  reached  at  10. 30,  and  a 
rest  for  "second  breakfast  "  gave  one  a  chance  to 
take  off  various  sodden  garments  and  dry  them  in 
the  sun.  Resuming  our  journey,  after  an  hour's  halt, 
we  at  once  began  the  descent  of  the  pass  to  Riuzan- 
zita,  this  portion  of  the  climb  being  the  most  difficult 
of  Ihe  whole  route.     Looking  westwards,  the  locky 
sides  of  the  savage  gorge  present  an  aspect  of 
destruction,   which  tells  all  too  plainly  what  tre- 
mendous influences  are  exerted  in  this  neighbour- 
hood by  pei  iodical  landslips  and  avalanches,  and 
one  ceases  to  wonder  that  the  maintaining  of  the 
road   in   a   passable  state  has  long  since  been 
abandoned  as  impossible.     Il  is  a  relief  to  be  able 
to  tin  n  from  the  contemplation  of  this  terrible, 
though   impressive  scene,  and  let   the  eye  pass 
beyond  it  all  to  rest  on  the  green  and  fei  tile  plain 
of  Toyama,  bounded  by   Ihe  blue  waters  of  the 
Sea  of  Japan.     For  a  few  yards  after  crossing  the 
crest   of   ihe  Zaiagoye,  a    bit  of  the  old  track  is 
seen,  but  this  speedily  vanishes  inlo  nothingness, 
and  we  ai  e  confronted  by  a  smooth  slope  of  brown 
earth   inclined  at   an  angle  of  about  6o°,  which 
can  only  be  crossed  by  culling  steps  just  as  one 
would  if  the  slope  weie  of  snow  instead  of  soil. 
I  shall  not  readily  forgot  the  uncomfortable  way 
in  which  the  mournful  member  of  my  quartette 
of  coolies  faced  the  prospect  before  him,  ihough, 
after  all,  the  traverse,  while  needing  greatcare,  was 
nothing  to  be  really  alarmed  at.    After  negotia- 
ting this  successfully  we  shortly  afterwards  came 
across  more  traces  of  the  former  path,  and  in  one 
of  the  protected  angles  of  the  hill  side  the  bleached 
deblis  of  a  rest  house  strewed  the  way-side  with 
rolling  timbers.    For  some  hours  our  progress 
was  unavoidably  slow,  the  difficulties  caused  by 
the  broken   places  in  the  nai  tower  part  of  the 
ravine  being  overcome  only  by  dint  of  consider- 
able exertion,  and  occasionally  a  quarter  of  an 


hour  or  moie  would  have  to  be  spent  over  the  pas- 
sage of  a  few  feet  of  broken  rocks.     But  it  wh«  a 

grand  and  exhilarating  scramble,  ihe  enjoyment 
increasing  wilh  Ihe  need  for  pulling  for  ill  one's 
best  poweis.  At  last  we  came  down  to  the  bed  of 
the  Yukawa,  whose  turbulent  wateis  lead  down 
past  the  bathe  of  Riuzanjita  to  join  ihe  Jogwanji- 
gawa  on  its  way  to  Ihe  Sea  of  Japan,  and  after 
crossing- the  torrent  seveial  times  we  found  our- 
selves close  to  a  cuiious  little-  lake  of  boiling  water 
called  Mago-ike,  nestled  under  a  steep  bank  on 
the  left  side  of  the  stieam. 

The  lake,  or  pond,  is  nearly  circular,  about  300 
yards  in  circumference,  its  wateis  being  a  brilliant 
blue  in  colour,  and  leaving  a  sulphur  deposit  on 
the  edge  of  the  basin  in  which  they  lie. 

From  this  place  to  Riuzanjita  did  not  take  long, 
and  at  3.30  we  were :  standing  at  the  door  of  the' 
cuiious  collection  of  huts  which  form  the  baths 
of  Taieyama  Onsen:  Rnizan jita="  below  Tate- 
yama," while  onsen  is  the  usual  term  for  "hot 
spiings."  We  weie  greeted  with  a  most  kindly 
welcome,  and  the  simple  but  genuine  hospitality 
with  which  I  was  tieated  by  the  pioprietor  of  the 
baths  during  my  shoi  I  stay  proved  a  most  agree- 
able experience  after  the  toils  of  my  three  day's 
ti  a  111  p  over  the  wild  passes  and  valleys  of  this  in- 
teresting 1  egion. 

The  baths  attract  large  numbers  of  the  country- 
folk from  the  little  villages  lying  near  the  upper 
wateis  of  the  Jogwanji  gawa  for  the  sake  of  the 
healing  propeiiies  of  the  hot  springs,  and  the 
buildings  for  their  accomodation  are  fairly  exten- 
sive, though  of  a  quite  unpi  eteniious  style.  One 
par  t  of  th  ese  is  used  for  the  better  class  of  visitors 
and  includes  the  office  of  the  pioprietor,  while  at 
right  angles  lo  it  stand  several  rows  of  huts 
occupied  by  the  rest  of  the  guests  who  bring  and 
cook  their  own  food  whilst  paying  a  small  fee  for 
their  shelter  and  for  the  use  of  the  baths.  The 
bath  house  itself  stands  al  the  far  end  of 
the  compound,  and  consists  of  one  large  room 
partly  open  al  the  sides,  the  bath  itself  being 
divided  into  four  compartments  the  contents  of  each 
of  which  vary  in  lempeiature  according  to  its  dis- 
tance from  the  spot  at  which  the  water  conducted 
from  the  01  iginal  spring  enters  the  building.  Both 
sexes  use  the  bath  together,  and  the  behaviour  of 
all  is  absolutely  unexceptionable,  though  the 
bathers  are  rustics,  for  the  most  part,  of  quite  the 
lower  classes.  The  temperature  of  the  hottest 
compartment  is  about  1250,  whilst  that  of  the 
coolest  is  some  20°  less,  the  water  being  strongly 
impiegnated  with  sulphur.  As  many  as  50  people 
bathe  at  the  same  time,  and  I  was  told  that  more 
than  200  were  staying  in  the  establishment  whilst 
I  was  there. 

To  the  south  of  Riuzanjita  1  ise  the  broken  cliffs 
of  O-tombi,  a  mountain,  part  of  which  was  thrown 
down  dining  a  terrible  earthquake  in  the  year 
1858,  damming  up  the  waters  of  the  stream  at  its 
base  in  such  a  way  that  when  their  volume  was, 
later  on  in  the  spring,  swollen  by  the  melting  of 
the  winter  snows,  the  imprisoned  torrent  burst 
through  and  scattered  widespread  destruction  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  valley. 

On  the  evening  of  my  arrival  the  sunset  view,  as 
I  stood  outside  my  Utile  room  and  looked  towards 
ihe  mountain,  was  extremely  lovely.  Bare  red  cliffs, 
flushed  with  the  soft  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  stood 
out  boldly  against  an  opalescent  sky,  contrasting 
finely  wilh  the  gentler  slopes  of  adjacent  hills, 
whose  sides  weie  clothed  wilh  dark  pines  and 
vegetation  of  every  shade  of  green.  Doubtless  the 
picture  was  all  the  more  brilliant  for  the  rain 
which  had,  earlier  in  the  afternoon,  given  us  such  a 
soaking,  and  the  discomforts  of  the  downpour  wei  e 
forgotten  in  the  gratitude  felt  for  these,  their  after 
results. 

TATEYAMA. 

A  day's  rest  after  our  scrambles  only  served  to 
whet  one's  appetite  for  another  climb,  and  on  Fi  i- 
day  morning,  al  4.15,  I  found  myself  with  a  couple 
of  natives  (my  Harinoki-toge  men  I  had  paid  off 
on  the  evening  we  reached  Riuzarijita)  en  route 
for  the  summit  of  the  "  Dragon  Peak,"  as  the 
Chinese  title  (Riuzan)  implies,  though  the  Japan- 
ese name  "Tateyama"  denotes  the  "Beacon 
Mountain.' 

We  fiist  crossed  the  noisy  torrent  on  the  north 
side  of  the  baths  by  means  of  a  narrow  ricketty 
plank  bridge,  the  passage  of  which  in  the  dark- 
ness, which  is  proverbially  densest  before  the  dawn, 
was  a  matter  of  some  little  difficulty.  Turning 
then  abruptly  to  the  right,  we  stumbled  up  a 
rough  path  on  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  and 
then  began  to  mount  by  a  series  of  short  zigzags 
up  the  face  of  the  reddish  tinted  cliffs  which  form 
the  northern  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Yuzawa. 
An  hour's  hard  going  took  us  to  the  top  of  the  cliff, 
which  is  just  about  6,000  feet,  or  1,850  above  the 
baths,  and  here  we  found  ourselves  on  the  edge  of 
a  wide  moor  called  Midagahara,  which  is  crossed 
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by  a  iia» row  track  whose  gieasy 
pioved  ihe  most  trying  part  of 
and  rendered  it  difficult  to  maintain  one'b  equili 
bi  ium  when  in  motion.     Indeed,  t he  guide  himself 
at  limes  sat  down  with  the  greatest  emphasis  in 
such  totally  unsuitable  spots  and  when  not  in  the 
least  need  of  rest,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
he  was  altogether  too  inexperienced  a  person  to 
set  an  example,  and  therefore  I  declined  to  imitate 
him.     In  the  middle  of  the  moor  the  path  from 
Riuzanjita  joins  that  from  Ashikura,  a  village 
lower  down  the  valley  of  the  Jogwanjigawa,  from 
which  most  persons  make  the  ascent  of  Tateyama 
if  they  do  not  happen  to  be  staying  at  the  baths. 
That  route,  however,  is  much  more  tedious  and 
less  interesting,    and    one    weary   pilgrim  I  en- 
countered told  me  that  he  had  then  (about  7.30 
a.m.)   being  climbing  all  night,   and    had  still 
some  distance  to  go.    On  the  way  to  the  Murodo, 
the  pilgrims'  hut  at  the  foot  of  the  final  pe^k,  the 
track  took  us  up  the  beds  of  several  streams,  which 
we  ascended  by  jumping  from  stone  to  stone,  at 
length  coming  to  a  spot  where  a  large  piece  of  rock 
stands  by  the  side  of  the  path,  called  Oba-ishi. 
I   was  told  that  this  owed  its  existence   to  the 
temerity  of  the  wife  of  the  first  mountaineers  who 
climbed  the  peak,  and  by  name  Aiiyaka  (or  Aii- 
yoii)  Saemon.     In  those  far-off  days  of  chivalry, 
no  such  creature  as  a  mere  woman  was  allowed  to 
set  foot  on  so  sacred  a  mountain  as  this,  a  fact  also 
witnessed  to  by  the  spot  still  pointed  out  on  Fuji- 
san  as  the  Monindo,  i.e.  the  limit  beyond  which  wo- 
men were  prohibited  from  passing.  ButAiiyaka's 
ambitious  consort,  desirous  no  doubt  of  emulating 
her  husband's  feat,  or  impelled  with   a  woman's 
curiosity  to  know  what  there  was  to  be  seen  on  the 
top   of  the   wonderful   mountain,    determined  to 
make  the  ascent,  a  rash  proceeding  which  of  com  se 
met  with  its  natural  and  due  reward  in  thai,  not 
only   was  she   prevented  from  carrying  out  her 
impious  design,  but  that  in  the  most  effectual  way 
inasmuch  as  she  was  suddenly  transformed  into  a 
stone,  which  to  this  day  as  the  Oba-ishi  "  old  lady's 
stone  ")  stands  as  a  warning  to  all  such  sacrilegious 
curiosity  as  hei  s  ! 

Beyond   this    1  ock    the  beds  of  several  olhei 
watercourses  had  to  be  ascended,  but  at  length 
these  ended,  and  we  reached  a  nearly  level  plain 
surrounded    on    three    sides    by    a  magnificent 
"  cirque"  of  mountains,  conspicuous  amongst  which, 
lying  due  east,  stands  Tateyama  itself  and,  near 
the  foot  of  the  final  peak,  the  Murodo.  Ariiving 
here  at  8.20  we  stopped  for  breakfast,  and  after 
lluee  quarters  of  an  hour's  rest  pushed  on  for  the 
summit  of  the  mountain.    The  ascent  fust  lay 
over  seven  or  eight  slopes  of  snow,   never  very 
sleep,  however,  and  for  15  minutes  or  so  after 
leaving  the  hut  very  little  height  was  gained. 
At  length  the  snow  was  left  behind,  and  finding 
my  companions  very  slow  goers,  I  left  them  too 
and  pioceeded   alone,  mounting  quickly   by  the 
aiete  which,  tunning  down  the  S-W.  fiom  Tate- 
yama  itself,   connects  that  peak  with   Jodo  San. 
Here  and  there  a  little  shrine  attracted  attention 
by  reason  of  the  offerings  laid  before  it  by  some 
devout  pilgrim  or  other  making  the  ascent.  Some 
limes  it  was  a  pipe-case  or  a  few  pieces  of  money, 
or  again  a  bit  of  paper  or  a  rosary.     Neat  the 
summit  one  or  two  chains  are  fixed  in  the  rock 
lo  assist  the  climber,   thiough  lliere  is  neither 
difficulty  nor  danger  to  make  the  use  of  them  tie- 
cessaiy.     At  10  o'clock  I  arrived  at  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  the  attitude  of  which  previous  measure- 
ments seem  to  have  differed  a  good  deal,  my  own 
observations,  however,  making  it  9, 1 56  feel,  and 
the  Geological  Survey  9,186  feet.    Shoilly  after  I 
got  to  the  shrine  standing  on  the  rocky  cone  form- 
ing the  highest  pat  t  of  the  peak,  I  was  joined  by  a 
pai  ty  of  p'lgi  ims,  most  of  them  quite  young,  undei 
the  escoit  of  the  Kannushi,  the  guardian  priest  in 
whose  care  the  Murodo  and  the  sacied  mountain 
are  placed.    With  much  ceremony  he  proceeded 
to  diaw  aside  the  crimson  brocade  curtain  in  front 
of  the  Shrine,  and  opening  the  doors  took  out 
from  inside  a  number  of  1  elics  which  he  solemnly 
exposed  to  the  wondeiing  gaze  of  the  little  white- 
robed  band,  whose  lapl  attention   and  reverent 
attitude  were  extremely  remarkable.  Amongst 
other  at  tides  of  veneration  were  an  arrow  head 
and  a  spear  poinl  formeily  belonging  to  Aiiyaka 
Saemon  ;  a  minor  once  owned  by  Yamato-daUe, 
and  old  fashioned  coins  also  the  propeity  of  the 
same  renowned  hero,  who,  by  the  way,  is  known  in 
legendary  lore  as  the  husband  of  the  devoted  Oto- 
Tachibana  Hi  me,  the  Alcestis  of  Japanese  romance 
(vide  an  interesting  note  in  "  Mm  ray,"  p.  134)' 

After  the  relics  had  been  duly  desciibed  by  the 
Kannushi  and  wonderingly  admired  by  the  pil- 
grim mountaineers,  a  number  of  beautiful  red- 
lacquered  sake  bottles  and  cups,  decorated,  like 
the  crimson  curtain  before  the  shrine,  with  crossed 
eagles'  feathers  in  gold,  were  brought  forth,  and 
out  of  them  the  members  of  the  little  band  paitook 
of  doubtless  welcome  refreshment  before  turning 


to  descend.  Qf  the  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
sacted  "Beacon  Mountain"  I  am  unable  to  say 
much,  as  regards  peisonal  obseivalion,  since  the 
clouds  galheied  round  formed  a  misty  veil  that 
shut  out  the  more  distant  prospect.  But  a  peru- 
sal of  "Murray"  shows  that  the  scene  is  one  of 
great  magnificence,  and  probably  much  resembles, 
though  slightly  inferior  to,  that  from  the  pointed 
peak  of  the  loftier  Yarigatake.  In  the  plain 
directly  below  us,  near  the  Murodo,  are  seen  a 
couple  of  small  lakes  with  water  of  emerald  green, 
similar  to  those  often  noticed  on  many  volcanic 
mountains  elsewhere,  whilst  in  a  valley  to  the  north 
of  the  hut  a  number  of  solfalaras  and  mud  geyers, 
something  like  those  of  Aso-san  in  Kyushu,  are  in 
active  operation.  The  valley  goes  by  the  name  of 
O-jigoku,  the  "  Great  Hell,"  a  name  familiar  to 
those  who  have  visiled  the  well  known  surroundings 
of  Hakone  and  Miyanoshita. 

A  descent  of  40  minutes  took  us  down  lo  the 
Mmodo,  and  a  short  visit  was  again  paid  to  the 
interior  of  this  spacious  hut,  the  condition  of  which, 
I  may  say,  has  evidently  much  impioved  since  the 
days  in  which  the  early  accounts  of  foreign  travel 
lets  were  written.     Though  one  would  do  well  to 
bring  one's  bedding,  if  a  night  had  lo  spent  thei  e, 
the  shelter  itself  is  substantial,  and  1  ice  and  a  little 
other  food  is  to  be  had  for  a  "  consideration."  The 
Kannushi  is  an  interesting  though  somewhataulo 
cratic  person,  and  has  evidently  a  good  memory, 
for  he  astonished  me  on  the  summit  of  the  peak  by 
suddenly  turning  to  me  with  the  enquiry,  "Did 
you  make  the  ascent  many  years  ago  with  Mr. 
Salow?"     It  was  exactly  noon  as  I  said  farewe 
to  the  place  and  its  ptesiding  dignitary,  and  in 
2|  hours  we  were  once  more  back  at  Ritizait-jlta, 
whei  e  oui  hosts  were  somewhat  surpi  ised  to  see  us 
in  so  early,  though  congratulating  us  on  being  in 
time  to  escape  the  inevitable  thundeistoim  whicl 
appears  to  burst  over  this  poition  of  the  Japanese 
Alps  with  the  utmost  regularity  evety  day  be 
tween  4  and  5  p.m. 

RIUZANJITA  TO   TO  YAM  A. — THE    VALLEY   OF  THI 
JOGWANJIGAWA. 

A  glorious  morning  greeted  me  on  Saturday 
August  1 2th,  as  with  a  li  io  of  Japanese  com- 
panions 1  started  off  at  6.30  for  the  last  stage  of 
the  journey,  whicl),  of  its  kind,  had  exceeded  in 
interest  any  I  had  ever  made  in  these  Japanese 
Alpine  wanderings.  Rarely  had  one  spent 
week  so  crowded  with  scenes  of  such  vaiied  in- 
terest as  this,  for,  from  the  moment  of  leaving 
Omachi  to  the  lime  when  Toyama  was  reached, 
one's  mind  was  continually  receiving  fresh  impres- 
sions of  beauty  and  giandeur  at  every  turn 

The  path,  after  leaving  the  baths,  passes  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Yukawa,  and  winding  round  a 
rocky  spur  on  the  left  soon  crosses  a  tributary  tor- 
rent coming  down  a  narrow  valley  enclosed  by  a 
mighty  wall  of  rocky  cliffs  wild  and  savage  in  the 
extreme.     Here  and  there  the  narrow  track  passes 
over  a  talus  of  loose  earth  and  stones  which  slopes 
steeply  down  lo  the  lugged  bed  of  the  foaming 
torrent  beneath.    An  hour  and  a  half  brings  us 
to  a  part  of  the  valley  wheie  curious  pinnacles  of 
red  or  grey    earth  rise   threateningly  above  our 
heads,  and  then  some  magnificent  rocks  have  lo  be 
crossed  and  descended,  paitly  by  means  of  rough 
wooden   ladders,   which  necessitate 
balancing  powers  such  as  one  had  scaicely  ex 
peeled  to  be  called  for.    The  valley  here  is  called 
the  Dashiwara-dani  and  exhibits  a   scene  of  the 
wildest  giandeur,  the  precipitous  castellated  cliffs, 
which  tower  sheer  above  the  bed  of  the  torrent, 
beaiing  the  suggestive  title  of  Out  ga  shiro  :  "The 
devils'  castle."   Near  this  point  a  stieam  comes  in 
from  a  valley  on  the  left,  and  the  mighty  boulders 
which  lie  scattered  a>out  in  its  broad  bed  tell  us 
of  the  force  of  the  waters  in  limes  of  flood.    As  I 
looked  up  I  saw  the  remains  of  a  hand-rail  on  the 
edge  of  a  dizzy  path  of  wooden  logs,  high  up  on 
the  side  of  the  cliffs  above,  but  this  ending  in  mid- 
air it  was  a  little  puzzling  at  fiist  to  know  what 

At  length  I 


and  flows  into  the  Sea  of  Japan.    At  8.45  we 
passed  a  lonely  little  hut  by  the  side  of  the  path,  a 
bundle  of  birch  baik  near  the  doorway  showing 
that  the  place  was  occasionally  resorted  to  by  the 
woodcutters  of  the  wild  valley.  Shortly  afterwards, 
we  cross  another  torrent,  at  a  point  where  a  lovely 
cascade  falls  with  thunderous  roar  over  the  edge  of 
a  cleft  in  a  magnificently  tugged  gorge  on  out  left. 
At  length  the  path  descends  to  ihe  level  bed  of  the 
now  widening  1  i vet  ,  and  a  well-earned  rest  for  break- 
fast is  delightfully  welcome  under  the  cool  shadow 
of  great  overhanging  cliffs,  whose  smooth  pre- 
cipitous sides  forbid  the  narrow  path  to  cling  any 
longer  to  them  and  push  it  down  to  the  boulders 
below.     Breakfast  over,  we  take  a  short  cut  across 
the  stony  wilderness  and  then  climb  a  sleep  ascent, 
which  leads  us  past  a  charcoal  burners  hut  to  a 
spot  where  a  figure  of  Kwannon,  carved  in  the  wall 
of  rock  on  the  left,  tells  us  that  we  are  now  only 
two  ri  (5  miles)  from  Hara,  ihe  first  inhabited 
village  on  this  side  of  the  river  after  leaving 
Riuzanjita.  The  scenery  of  the  valley  now  gradual- 
ly softens,  densely  wooded  hills  replacing  the  wild 
cliffs  and  rugged  gorges  that  wall   in  the  rivet- 
higher  up.    At  last  noon  finds  us  sitting  on  the 
edge  of  the  verandah  of  a  cottage  (there  is  no 
inn),  of  ihe  little  hamlet  in  question,  the  curiously 
steep  thatched  roofs  of  the  house,  ending  in  a  flat 
roof  over  the  verandah  laden  with  stones,  present- 
g  the  oddest  appearance.    These  peculiarities,  it 
appeared,  were  necessary  on  account  of  the  heavy 
falls  of  snow,  which  in  winter  sometimes  lies  on  the 
ground  to  a  depth  of  almost  10  feet.    Half  an  hour 
from    Hara  comes   Hongu,  a  poor  collection  of 
cottages  surrounding  an  interesting  old  temple, 
now  shorn  of  its  former  gloiies,  connected  by  a 
coveted   verandah  with  a  modest  inn,  where  we 
made  a  halt  for  our  midday  meal.    Soon  after 
.eaving  here  we  were  compelled  to  rush  for  shelter 
at  Omi,  a  neighbouring  hamlet,  by  a  most  violent 
thunderstorm,  this  being  the  fifth  or  sixth  succes- 
sive day  on  which  this  occurrence  had  been  re- 
peated.   Outside  Omi,  a  fine  bridge  crosses  the 
wide  bed  of  a  stream  descending  from  the  valley 
in  which  lies  a  village  called  Arimine,  whose  in- 
habitants are  said  to  be  people  of  a  curious  and 
exceptional  type,  being  especially  noted  for  a 
phenomenal  stupidity,  which,  however,  does  not 
apparently  interfere  with  a  keen  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  money  in  the  few  commercial  dealings 
they  are  known  to  have  had  with  the  outer  woild. 
Beyond  Omi  the  river  widens  slill  more,  and  the 
interesting  configuration  of  the   hill-sides  above 
the  present  stream  show  quite  clearly  the  level  of 
a  former  bed,  the  clean  cut  terraces,  though  now 
coveted  with  verdute,  standing  out  in  the  most  re- 
markable way  from  the  surrounding  slopes. 

At  50'clock  I  found  myself,  shortly  in  advance  of 
my  companions,  at  a  pretty  little  inn  in  lite  village  of 
Kamidaki,  one  of  the  principal  places  on  this  side 
of  Toyama,  situated  nearly  at  the  foot  of  a  curious 
kind  of  bluff  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  great  plain 
of  Elchiu.     Here  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  obtain 
kuruma,  but  after  a  long  search  only  one  was  lo 
be  found,  and  litis  the  owner  declared  to  be  so 
sadly  in  need  of  repair  as  to  be  unfit  for  locomo- 
tion. Another  tedious  wait  then  followed,  patience 
being  at  length  rewarded  by  the  appearance  of  a 
niguruma  (a  hand  cart  dtawn  by  coolies)  and  on 
display   of  I tl,is  mv  bagKaKe  was  fixed>  I  myseff  also  taking  a 
seat  on  the  top  of  all,  and  so  in  slate  I  bade  fare- 
well and  at  6.30  p.m.  slat  ted  for  the  final  "  run  in  " 
to  the  goal  of  my  journey.    Half  an  hour's  jolting 
on  a  conveyance  never  meant  for  the  human  fiame 
made  me  hail  with  satisfaction  a  passing  jinrikisha, 
bound  for  Kamidaki  without  a  fare,  and  whilst  one 
of  the  coolies  trundling  the  hand  cart  turned  in 
his   tracks  and  gaily  cantered  home  again,  the 
other  buckled  to  and  made  one  of  a  tandem  team 
for  ihe  jinrikisha,  the  result  being  a  pleasant  and 
speedy  ride  across  the  plain  and  into  the  busy 
streets  of  Toyama,  where  a  hospitable  welcome 
at  the  pretty  hostelry  of  Kiya  fot  med  a  pleasant 
lei  initiation  to  my  wandei  ings  and  their  toils. 
After  a  week  in  the  wilds,  the  pi  ospeel  of  a  quiet 


possible  business  it  could  have  there. 

noticed  that  the  part  nearest  tome  had  been  carried  Sunday's  rest  m  the  comparative  commits  of  the 
away  bodily  by  an  avalanche  of  eai  th  and  rocks 
so  that  it  had  been  necessaty  to  make  another  path 
at  a  lower  level,  this  leading  to  a  spot  where  the 
torrent  was  crossed  by  a  bridge  on  the  man- 
nem-bashi  principle.  This  consists  of  long,  nar 
row  planks  tied  to  each  other  and  fixed  on 
either  side  of  the  stream  to  a  heap  of  stones  piled 
upon  the  bank.  The  structure  is  so  slight  and 
apparently  insecure,  and  withal  sways  and  bends 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  passage  anything 
but  a  pleasure  lo  persons  of  weak  nerves,  hence 
the  hyperbolic  name  which  signifies:  "The 
bridge  of  ten  thousand  years,"  in  allusion  to  the 
moments  of  crossing  being  expanded  by  the 
imagination  of  the  nervous  into  indefinite  age. 
The  stream  now  crossed,  the  Magawa,  at  length 
unites  wilh  the  Yugawa  to  foim  the  Togwanji- 
gawa,  whose  broad  current  at  last  turns  northwards 


capital  of  Etchu  was  an  extremely  agreeable  one, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  ihe  intense  heat,  the  ther- 
mometer up  to  910  or  over  during  the  middle  of 
the  day,  the  enjoyment  would  have  been  complete. 
As  il  was,  however,  the  sudden  change  from  the 
cool  clear  air  of  the  mountains  and  sheltered  valleys, 
to  the  close  and  sultry  atmosphere  of  the  sun- 
scorched  maritime  plain  almost  more  than  counter- 
balanced the  attractions  of  the  pretty  rooms  of  the 
Kiya,  and  the  bountiful  supplies  of  "  foreign  "  food 
which  was  to  be  had  for  the  ordering.  For  Toyama 
is  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  over  55,000,  and  celebrated,  so  I  was  told, 
above  all  the  cnies  of  Japan,  as  a  centre  of  the 
trade  in  medicinal  drugs. 

It  is  within  5  miles  of  the  mouth  of  the  great 
Jindzu-gawa  where  the  little  town  of  Higashi- Iwase 
is  in  steam  communication  with  the  principal  ports 
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on  the  Sea  of  Japan,  and  its  position  makes  it  an 
admirable  starting-point  for  some  of  the  most  in. 
leresting  routes  of  travel  in  the  less-known  districts 
of  Central  Japan. 

It  was  my  intention  on  the  present  occasion  to 
penetrate  once  more  into  the  heart  of  the  great 
mountain  mass  I  had  just  crossed,  approaching  it, 
however,  from  a  moresouthe.  ly  point,  by  following 
up  the  lovely  valley  of  the  Takahara-gawa  to  the 
point  Where,  on  the  Hida  side  of  the  great  donble 
peaked  Nonkuca,  that  river  takes  its  rise. 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED.) 


PRINCE  SIDDARTHA,  THE  JAPA- 
NESE BUDDHA. 
 ♦  

At  the  recent  Pa.liament  of  Religions  j„  Chica- 
go, one  of  the  Buddhist  speakers  smp.ised  the 
audience  by  the  question  :_•<  How  many  of  you 
lave  read  the  Life  of  Buddha?"  It  is  Lponed 
that  only  five  or  six  in  the  large  hall  arose.  From 
mS  'Vai"  ,es'atio"  ^  ignorance  the  Buddhist  de- 

hen  H°W  d3,e  y0"  i"d«e  us  Buddhists 

when  you  have  not  so  much  as  read  the  Buddha's 

nut'  hkmed  ?  fi^-  35  lh.°a*h  ,1,e  sPeake'-  »'ad 
put  Ins  great  audience  in  a  comer,  and  had 
brought  a  powerful  accusation  of  bigotry  a  gain  si 
the  Christian  world.  But  away  flom  t,*  Sve  ' 
of  the  occasion  and  (he  surprise  of  the  challenge,  \t 

n  us  appear,  n.oreand  more,  that  theeloquent  Bud- 
dhist  "  struck  below  the  belt."  The,  e  is  no  do  bt 
of  bigotry  .„  the  Christian  wo,  Id.  We  far  too  often 
put  .11  our  adjectives  of  judgment,  and  make  00 

weeping  condemnations  of  all  non-Christian  , a 
Hons,  speaking  with  self-satisfaction  of  their  false* 
religion.,  and  calling  their  social  conditio,  abso. 
lu  ely  rotten.  We  may,  as  Christians,  well  do 
Andif  S.pr  ,aSty  *"1  ''"Stable  judgments 
oil  er  eff^r3,',  r°f  ReUS^s  should  have  no 

othe,  effect  than  10  force  upon  us  all  a  soil  it  of 

Co m par at  i  v  e  '  R  V^'  ^  ^ 

^s^T.vf^:rLiru  gain  for  the  wlio,e 

But  to  return  to  our  Buddhist  fi  iend.    To  his 
m  re^t         We  Uke  lo  be  Ya"'<«  enough 

do  o^meanV'o  r:~''W,,al  Ufe  °f  B"dd''a 
En  £   T  SC'  y°"  mean  s°meihing  in 

audience     Th  ^    "^j"*   lo  a"  E"^' 

tl  is  a a?  n,any  skelcl'«  °f  the  life  of 
Win  g-eat  man,  and  several  Lives.    But  so  far 
as  we  know,  they  are  all  translated  by  fo  eigners 
and  the  la.ger  part  of  them  by  missiona,  ies.  Now 
Since  you  challenge  the  knowledge  of  Westen 
na  ions  you  would  hardly  recommend  anyVke"  . 

Jo  J  krSi? l?lld  by  l,,r  w,,°  jud«e  y--  So  wi 

you  kindly  lecommend  lo  me  a  Life  of  Buddha 
translated  by  a  Buddhist,-one  that  we  can  rely 
upon  as  ,ust  what  you  want  us  to  .ead  and  believe?" 

borne  such  reply  might  have  taken  away  some 
thing  of  the  triumphant  tone  with    which  The 
speaker  add.essed  the  people.    It  might  also  have 
suggested  a  comparison  like  this      Christians  be 

IT.:  hrrebru  h°  y\y  that  i,,ey  '^s: 

t  into  lh.ee  hundred  languages  and  dialects  and 
have  pus  led  their  Life  of  jlus  into  every  land' 
vu.ually  lay.ng  a  copy  at  every  door  and  saying  •' 
-    Buy  for  a  few  cents  if  you  can  ;  if  n0t,  let  us 
give  you  without  money  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
word  of  life,  the  only  all  sufficient  way  of  salva 
-on  and  eternal  life."     Moreover,  these  CW 
t.ans  are  not  so  bigotted   (there  are  of  course 
many  exceptions)  but  ihat  they  wani  to  know  all 
he  truth  there  is  in  Buddhism  and  every  olheT  ,e 
1-g.on    and  therefore  do  not  wait  for  Buddhists 
and  0  hers  to  translate  their  own  sacred  books  but 
go  at,  t  themselves,  and  thus  far  have  given  tie 
world  nearly  all  the  sacred  books  of  a*N  lands 
When  will  those  Buddhists-who  claim  tha he u 
plulosophyisnotsoshallow  as  that  of  the  West  and 
l  a  their  religion  has  no  such  childish  docXl.s 
tha   of  a  Creatoi—  care  enough  for  their  sacred 
books  t0  t      „        ,)em  a      J}d  ihem  -.J 

wo  Id  ?  A  beginning,  to  be  sure,  has  been  made 
A  few  small  books  and  pamphlets  were  distributed 

thou  Sfold  T?  1,15  W°'k  is  ™»I^P'ied  a 
thousand-fold  a  truly  sincere  Buddhist  would 
hardly  demand  of  a  Western  audience  :_««  How 
many  of  you  have  read  the  life  of  Buddha  ?  " 

Only    five   or   six  arose,"  we  read  '  in  the 
Papers.    Yet  ,t   is  incredible  that  in  such 
aud.e„Ce  there  were  so  few  acquainted  wit  the 
outlines  of  the  Buddha's  life.    There  miTst  have 
fend",',68  3,ld  ^nd,redS  lhere'  "Pecia  y  i  w" 

0  less  abn°S,%7  ?'e  Platf°rm'  Wh0  had  read  «">7e 

01  less  about  Shaka  in  magazines  and  newspapers 
as  wel  as  in  more  substantial  literature  and  who 
could  have  given  off.hand  a  sketch  Jfift 
t"e  P.. nee  and  Teacher.     But    they  naturally 


would  not  hue  at  thai  kind  „f  bait,  and  so  what 
we  believe  to  be  an  entirely  wrong  impression  was 
given  that  the  men  and  women  who  made  lip 
hose  Chicago  audiences  a.e  virtually  igno.anl  of 
the  story  of  one  of  the  greatest  teachers  ol  mankind. 

However  the.e  is  a  chance  now  of  adding  to 
hat  knowledge  by  reading  Prince  Siddartha, 
the  Japanese  Buddhist.  This  is  a  well  got-uo 
book  o  300pp.,  based  on  Japanese  manuscripts 
translated  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Atkinson,  of  Kobe 
Eve„  to  those  who  do  not  care  for  religious  matters, 
this  book  will  furnish  ve,y  entertaining  reading  It 
is  something  like  the  Aiabiau  nights  in  the  magi- 
cal way  in  which  the  Teacher  goes  through  deadly 
Husteiilies  and  comes  out  only  weakened  and 
ned,  or  in  which  he  whisks  himself  and  his  fol- 
lowers  up  into  heaven  by  a  wave  of  his  sacred 
stick,  and  then  down  again  at  will.    The  moral 

nT  h'T^',6  *°°d  l"  JSOme  Pa,ts'  50  R"od  indeed 
fo-  that  distant  and  darkened  age  that  we  can 

o AuIfT, Ur  ",ey  haVe  l,e'Ped  ,he  g^a,  peoples 
or  the  Hast  for  so  many  ages 

bvUa"R  tLfef  B»ddl.a'is  written  in  English 
the  R?Ht,         ',!!  Wis',eS  10  know  how 

nJ r  f  °U'd  enj°y  sta»ding  on  the  top  of  a 
s  orm  had  TU",la'"  I"  '"editation  until  the 
storm  had  completely  encased  him  in  "  glistening 
Ce  and  snow;"  or  bow  he,  after  becoming  a 
J  »-g  own  man  drew  milk  from  his  mother's 
hi  east    although    she,  at    U,ai   time,    was  onlv 

rifwe,hnhiesa,s  "fi"  ,)e!ter' ,,ow  i,;  imP'-"^ 

all  will,  his  sweet  benevolence  and  his  beautiful 

and  wis?  5  '0W  he  ,a"g,,t  -'f-e.vuncia  ion 
and  w.sdom  without  any  doctrine  of  a  Creator  or 

tie  haT«    R  7m-\S  3  'aC,ly    W,iUe"    1,0"k  with 
le^ib-e  E^lfsh.51"  te'ms  »a^'y  Put  into  in- 
Mr.  Atkinson  tells  us  that  this  is  the  book  used 
by  the  larger  part  of  the  Buddhists  of  japan  We 

Life'  oT'lfTn*0  °r°r  Wi"  —timePgive  .A/a 
LHe  of  Buddha  such  as  scholars  like  himself 
be  .eve,  and  that  he  will  not  wait  for  the  Max 

to  do  the  'iT'0"  1Ch,°larS'  a"d  lhe  missiona  ies 
t  at  BiiddT  ',e  °rghl  himse,f  to  d0  ^  '-e  believes 
that  Buddhism  is  the  coming  religion  of  the  world. 

J.  H.  De  F. 


3-  P10O4  3_ 

4—  Q  t<»  Q  B  7,  male 
if  3— P10KB4  3_ 


if  2— K  10  O  -1 
-P  to  rt  $ 


,  -P  to  O  « 
4-Q  to  Q  B  6,  mate  " 

if  2— KtoQs 
3-B  to  Q  Kt  2,  and  male.  * 

There  is  also  mate  in  three 

~      ~  ifl  — PtoQs 

2-  Q  lo  Q  7.  ch.  2_K  X  ikt 

3—  P  to  K  B  4,  mate 

_  if  2— K  to  Q  B  4 

3-B  to  Q  R  3,  mate.  *  4 

Problem  No.  106. 
By  G.  N.  Chbney. 

BLACK. 


CHESS. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Cm,.  E.mtok. 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No  86,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  a  d 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m.  y 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropoleon  Fridays  from  1  to  11  p.ln 


Solution  of  Problem  No.  104. 
The  following  analysis  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Jordan's 
problem  has  been  received  from  WHS 
Coriect  solution  also  received  from  Scacchi. 


WHITE. 

1—  Kt  to  K  5 

2—  Q  to  Q  B  8 

3—  Q  to  Q  B  2 

4—  Q  t"  Q  B  7,  mate 

4 — B  to  Q  Kt  2,  mate 
4-Q  to  Q  B  5,  mate 
4— P  to  Q  4,  dis.  mate 

3—  B  to  Q  Kt  2,  ch. 

4 —  Q  to  Q  B  2,  mate 

3-  Q  to  Q  B  6 

4-  Q  to  Q  B  5,  male 


BLACK. 

1  — K  X  Kt 

2  — P  to  K  3 
3-K  to  Q  3 

if  3— K  to  Q  5 

if  3-P  lo  QS 

if  3— K  to  K  B  4 

if  2-K  to  Q  5 
3— K  x  P 

if  2— P  to  Q  5 
3— P  to  K  3 


a    n  ,    lt  if  3— K  to  K  B  4 

4— Q  lo  K  4,  mate  * 


2—  B  to  Q  R  3  ch. 

3—  Q  lo  K  Kt  4 

4 —  Q  lo  K  4,  mate 

2-  B  to  Q  R  3,  ch. 

3-  Q  to  Q  B  8 

4-  Q  to  Q  B  5,  mate 

3—  Q  to  K  Kt  4,  ch. 

4—  P  to  Q  4,  mate 


if  1 — P  to  K  3 

2—  K  x  Kt 

3-  P  to  Q  5 

if  1  — K  to  Q  B  4 

2—  K  to  y  Kt  4 

3 —  Anything 

if  2— K  to  y  5 
3— K  x  Kt 

if  3— K  to  y  B6 


4— Q  to  Q  Kt  4,  mate 

■glare  is  a  dua|  game  f{  ll)e  ^  ^  ^ 


™&totiX^g^$S^  I'  E-  Cjark.  who 
times  offals,  religions.  S.ddartha.  has  spoken  several 


Q  B  4,  viz. 


2-  Q  to  Q  B  8  ch. 

3—  B  to  Q  R  3 
4~Q  to  Q  B  5,  mate 


1—  K  I0QB4 

2—  K  to  y  Kt  4 

3 —  Anything 


WHITE. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 

We  clip  the  following  interesting  games  from 
he  Nottingham  Guardian  ;  the  former  was  played 
between  ihe  first  and  second  prize-winners  in  the 
New  York  Tournament. 

Irregular  Opening. 


WHITE. 
Lasker. 

I— P  to  Q  4 
2  — P  to  Q  B  4 

3—  QP  takes  P 

4—  Kt  to  K  B3 

5—  P  to  Q  R  3 

6—  P  to  R  3 

7—  Kt  P  takes  B 

8—  P  to  B  4 

9—  B  to  Kt  2 
10— P  to  Kt  4 
it— B  to  Kt  2 
12— Kt  to  Q  2 
13  -Kt  to  Kt  3 
'4-Q  to  Q  3 

15—  B  to  K  4 

16—  Kt  to  B  5 

17—  B  to  K  B  3 

18—  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

19—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

20—  Castles  Q  R 

21  — K  to  Kt  sq. 

22  — R  to  Kt  4 

23—  B  takes  Kt 

24—  R  takes  6  P 

25—  Pto  B  5 

26—  Q  takes  R  P 

27—  K  R  lo  Q  3 

28—  Kt  to  Q  4 

29—  R  to  K  3 

30—  Kt  to  B  2 

31—  R  takes  B 


Another  tussle  from  tl 
Ruy 

WHITE. 
Albin. 

I  — P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  10  Kt  5 

4—  B  to  R  4 

5—  Q  to  K  2 

6—  B  to  Kt  3 

7—  P  to  B  3 

8—  P  to  Q  3 

9—  B  to  Kt  5 

10—  P  takes  P 

11—  Q  Kt  to  Q  2 

12—  B  to  R  4 

13—  R  to  Q  sq. 

14—  Kt  to  B  sq. 

15—  B  to  Kt  3 

16—  Kt  to  K  3 

17—  Castles 

18—  Q  to  B  2 

19—  Kt  to  B  5 

20—  P  takes  B 

21—  B  to  R  4 

22—  B  takes  Kt 

23—  P  to  Kt  3 


BLACK. 
Albin. 

i  — P  to  Q  4 

2—  P  to  K  4 

3—  P  to  Q  5 

4—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 

5—  B  to  K  Kt  5 

6—  B  takes  Kt 

7—  Kt  takes  P 

8—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 

9—  Q  to  Q  2 

10—  P  to  Q  R  3 

11 —  R  to  Q  sq. 

12—  ^K  Kt  to  K  2 

13—  Kt  to  B  4 

14—  B  to  K  2 

15—  Kt  to  y  3 

16—  Cj  to  B  sq. 

17 —  Castles 

18—  Kt  to  K  sq. 

19—  Q  (o  Q  2 

20—  Q  to  Q  3 

21—  Q  takes  B  P 

22—  Q  to  R  3 

23—  P  takes  B 

24—  r  to  y  3 

25—  R  to  K  3 

26—  Q  takes  R  P 
•  27— Q  to  Kt  7 

28—  K  to  B  3 

29—  B  to  Q  sq. 

30—  R  takes  B  P 

31—  Resigns. 


>e  same  tourney. 
Lopez. 

BLACK. 
Pollock. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  y  B  3 

3—  P  to  Q  R  3 

4—  Kt  to  B  3 

5—  P  10  Q  Kt  4 

6—  B  to  B  4 

7 —  Castles 

8—  P  to  Q  4 

9—  P  takes  P 

10—  Q  to  Q  3 

11—  P  to  R  2 

12—  Kt  to  K  2 

13—  Kt  to  Kt  3 
I4*-Q  to  K  2 

15—  Kt  to  R  4 

16—  P  to  Q  B  3 

17—  Kt  (l<  4)  to  B  5 

18—  Q  to  B  3 

19—  B  takes  Kt 

20 —  Kt  to  K  2 

21—  Q  takes  P 

22—  Q  to  Kt  s 

23—  Kt  to  R  6  ch. 
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24—  K  10  Ki  2 

25—  K  t<>  Kt  sq. 
26  -K  lo  Kt  2 

27—  K  to  Kt  sq. 

28—  P  takes  Kt 

29—  K  to  R  sq. 
30  — K  Lo  Kt  sq. 

31 —  K  to  R  sq. 

32—  K  to  Kt  sq. 
33  — R  to  Q  3 

34—  R  to  Kt  3 

35—  R  to  K  -q. 

36—  R  lakes  P 

37 —  K  to  Kt  2 

38 —  R  takes  Q 

39—  Q  t<>  B  5 

40—  O  to  Kt  4 

41  — P  to  K  R  4 

42  — K  to  B  sq 


24—  Kt  to  B  5  d 

25—  Kt  to  R  6  c 

26—  Kt  to  B  5  cli 

27 —  O  takes  Kt 

28—  y  to  Kt  5  d 
2g — Q  10  B  6  cli. 

^o— O  to  Kt  5  cl 
31 — Q  to  B  6  cli, 

32  —  B  takes  B 

33-Q  la,'f  P  1 
34_P  to  K  5 

35—  B  to  B  4 

36—  B  takes  P  1 

37 —  B  takes  R 

38—  B  takes  R 

39—  B  to  Kt  4 

40—  Q  R  to  Q  • 

41—  R  to  Q  7  cl 

42—  B  to  K  6 


B5) 


Black  won  after  91  moves. 


[ Kkuter 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 


London, January  13. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley  is  seriously  ill. 
The  Parish  Councils  Bill  has  passed  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  an  adjournment  took 
place  until  the  12th  of  February. 

The  Coinage  Committee  of   the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  has  re 
ported  in  favour  of  the  Bland  Bill  and  the  issue 
of  silver  certificates  upon  seignorage  hu  ion 
in  the  Treasury  amounting  to  fifty  five  million 
dollars,  and  that  the  bullion  be  rapidly  coined 
London,  January  14 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley  is  better. 
A  native  eye-witness  of  the  annihilation  of 
Major  Wilson's  party,  says  that  he  and  his  men 
fought  desperately  to  the  last  behind  their  dead 
horses,  and  that  in  the  end  large  numbe.s 
Matabele  overbore  all  resistance,  as  Major  Wil 
son's  men  were  gradually  weakened  by  being 
all  wounded.    The  Matabele  then  made  then 
final  rush,  when  all  their  opponents  were  asse 
ga*ed   and  the  bodies  subsequently  snipped 
Major  Wilson's  party  consisted  of  himself,  five 
captains,  two  lieutenants,  four  sergeants,  two  cor 
porals,  and  twenty  troopers,  and  all  were  killed 
London, January  15 
Serious  conflicts  continue  between  the  anarch 
ists  and  the  troops  in  Italy,  and  a  pitched  battle 
has  been  fought  near  Massa  in  which  many 
persons  were  killed  and  wounded. 

[  Massa  is  on  the  sea  coast  of  the  northern  part  of  Tuscany,  not 
far  from  the  Gulf  of  Genoa.— Ed.  J.M?> 

London,  January  17. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  invites  tenders  for  fifty  million  dollars  5 
per  cent,  ten  year  bonds  for  gold  redeemable  in 
coin.   . 


[Sr.cui.LY  TiLtcRApiiiD  io  ihs  "Japan  Daily  Mail. 
'From  thi  "  North  China  Daily  N«w»"). 


London,  January  9. 
It  it  reported  that  Lobeugula  had  reached  the 
Zambesi  with  two  thousand  armed  warriors. 

January  10. 
Sir  Henry  Loch  wires  that  all  hope  for  the 
safety  of  Major  Wilson's  party  has  been  aban- 
doned, but  that  he  will  send  and  ascertain  then- 
fate  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits. 

January  11. 
The  negotiations  for  the  Commercial  Treaty 
between  Russia  and  Germany  have  been  brought 
to  a  successful  conclusion. 


(From  Japanssb  Papr«s.) 

Saga,  January  13th,  9.27  a.m. 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  Nagamine,  Governor  of 
this  Prefecture,  who  died  at  Atami,  is  to  take 
place  at  Shizuoka  on  the  20th  instant.  Ine 
Secretary  of  the  Kencho  left  here  for  the  capital 
to-day  on  business  connected  with  this  matter. 
Utsunomiya,  January  13th,  1.40  p.m. 

Nakajima  Kichitaro,  a  Radical,  has  been 
arrested  by  the  police  on  suspicion  of  be- 
ing associated  with  the  attempted  murder 
which  recently  occurred  in  Haga  District  in 
connection  with  the  election. 


Osaka,  January  131I1,  5.30  p.m. 
Mr.  Kawara,  President  of  the  Osaka  Shosen 
Kaisha,  sent  in  his  resignation  two  or  three 
days  ago.  Disputes  among  the  officers  of  the 
company  is  the  reason  attributed  for  this  step. 
His  retirement  will  cause  an  increase  of  in- 
fluence for  the  so-called  Fujita  wing. 

Saga,  January  13th,  5  p.m. 
Mr.  Taketomi  Tokitosbi  relumed  here  to- 
day. He  delivered  an  address  at  the  Kyowa- 
Kan,  before  an  audience  of  five  hundred  persons. 
Fireworks  were  discharged,  and  his  reception 
was  most  cordial. 

Kumamolo,  January  14,  10.43  a  m- 
Shortly  after  four  o'clock  this  morning  two 
violent  shocks  of  earthquakes  were  felt  here. 

Osaka,  January  15,  3.28  p.m. 
H.I.H.  Prince  Kitashirakawa  leaves  here  to- 
morrow for  Yamashiro  Province  to  inspect  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  troops  under  his  command. 

Osaka,  January  15,  1.53  p.m. 
Mr.  Kawabara,  President  of  the  Osaka  Shosen 
Kaisha,  has  resolved  to  withdraw  his  resigna- 
tion, the  disputes  between  the  officials  of  the  com- 
pany having  been  arranged  by  an  intermediary. 

Totsuka,  January  15,  9.50  a.m. 
Fire  broke  out  at  Higashiura,  Enoshima, 
on  the  14th,  and  over  sixty  houses  were  des- 
troyed. _ 

Kyoto,  January  15. 

Otani  Kosho,  ex-Superintendent  of  the  East 
Hongan  Temple,  died  to-day. 

Osaka,  January  15,  1  p.m. 
The  Asahi  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  commences 
work  to-morrow.    The  capital  is  fixed  at  yen 
300,000,  and  the  Company  has  15,000  spindles 
in  working  order. 

Nagano,  January  16,  2.45  p.m 
The  authorities  have  sealed  all  the  machinery 
at  the  Shimpu  Nippo  Office,  and  detained  the 
editor  on  a  charge  of  having  published  matters 
regarded  as  likely  to  disturb  the  public  peace. 

Fukuoka,  January  16,  1.16  p.m. 
The  French  man-of-war  Lion  arrived  here 
yesterday. 

Osaka,  January  17,  1.30  p.m 
H  I  H.  Princess  Kita-shirakawa  has  accepted 
the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Osaka 
Charity  Hospital. 

Osaka,  January  17,  4-15  P-m- 
A  public  meeting  of  Progressionists  was  held 
at  Akashi  yesterday,  an  audience  of  over  one 
thousand  persons    attending.    The  proceed- 
ings commenced  at  noon   with  a  speed,  by 
Mr  Kajima  Hidemaro,  who  met  with  many 
interruptions,  no  less  than   thirty  soshl  of  the 
Seigikai  being  present,  and  he  finally  sat  down 
before  concluding   his   remarks.    The  sosht 
interrupted  all  the  speakers  with  cries  of  Jiyu- 
to  Banzai"  and  "Down  with  the  Kaishin-to. 
By  half-past  two  o'clock  nearly  all  the  audience 
had  left  the  hall.    Messrs.  Ozaki  Yukio  and 
Inukai  Ki  remained  upon  the  platform,  but  they 
also  were  interrupted  by  soshi. 

Yamaguchi,  January  17,  2  p.m. 
With  the  arrival  of  the  new  President,  Mr 
Okada  Ryohei,  the  trouble  in  the  Higher  Mid- 
dle School  seems  to  be  settled.  Improvements 
have  been  made  and  new  instructors  engaged 
The  students,  however,  are  not  yet  entirely 
satisfied. 

Osaka,  January  17. 
The  manufacture-of  iron  pipes  for  the  Water- 
works has  been  greatly  delayed,  the  contractor 
being  unable  to  complete  the  stipulated  4,100 
tons  within  the  appointed  time.  The  Water- 
works Committee  has  therefore  decided  to  pur- 
chase foreign-made  pipes. 

Nagasaki,  January  17,  5.55  V-m; 
All  the  defendants  in  the  case  connected  with 
the  confinement  of  Viscount  Matsudaira  have 
been  arrested,  with  the  exception  of  Matsubara. 
His  whereabouts  have  not  yet  been  discovered. 

Nagoya,  18,  1.38  p.m. 
The  establishment  of  the  Okazaki  and  Toyo- 
hashi  Rice  Exchanges  has  been  sanctioned. 

Nagasaki,  18,  11.40  a.m 


Nara,  18th,  12.50  p.m. 
The  Authorities  sanctioned  the  establishment 
of  the  Nara  Exchange  to-day. 

Ftikushima,  18,  5.56  p.m. 
The  establishment  of  an  Exchange  has  been 
sanctioned. 

Otsu,  18,  5.09  p.m. 
To  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  Sangu  Rail- 
way, the  Company  will  carry  passengers  and 
freight  at  twenty  per  cent,  reduction  from  the 
ordinary  rates  during  thirty  days,  commencing 
the  nth  proximo.  TheKansai,  the  Sanyo,  the 
Government,  the  Japan,  and  the  Kiushu  Rail- 
ways, and  the  Shosen  Kaisha  have  agreed  in  this 
reduction. 

Osaka,  18,  8.44  p.m. 
A  sharp  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  here  at 
UrP  m.  to-day.    The  duration  was  im.  57s., 
and  the  direction  from  S.W.  to  N.E.  Clocks 
were  stopped. 

Toyama,  19th,  10.27  a.m. 
The  establishment  of  the  Toyama  Exchange 
was  sanctioned  yesterday. 

Osaka,  19th,  2.27  p.m. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Osaka  City  Assem- 
bly to-day,  passed  the  extraordinary  prison  ex- 
penses amounting  to  eight  thousand  ven.  This 
sum  was  asked  for  on  account  of  the  increased 
provision  expenditure,  which  is  brought  about 
by  the  rise  in  price  of  rice  and  wheat. 

4.50  p.m. 

The  members  of  the  City  Assembly  held  a 
conference  to-day,  and  passed  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  4,000  tons  out  of  the  total  quan- 
tity of  iron  pipes  for  the  Water-works  ordered 
from  the  Osaka  Arsenal  should  be  purchased 
from  a  foreign  country.  About  one-third  of  the 
whole  City  will  shortly  be  supplied  with  water 
through  the  Works. 

Kagoshima,  19th,  3.45  P  m- 
Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  intend 
entertaining  the  officers  of  the  Maisushima 
Kan,  now  lying  in  that  port,  at  the  Seuyu 
Restaurant  this  evening. 

Nagasaki,  19th,  2.30  p.m. 
Viscount  Matsudaira,  attended  by  three  ser- 
vants, has  repaired  to  the  Court  to  acknowledge 
service  of  summons.  Okumi  Katsusaburo  and 
three  other  of  the  accused  retainers  have 
arrived  here  from  Shimabara. 

2.35  p.m. 

The  French  ship  Lion  has  arrived  here  from 
Hakata. 

Bombay,  8th,  1  p.m. 
The  Indian  Government  has  decided  not  to 
impose  a  duty  on  imported  silver. 


(From  Shanghai  Mercury.) 

Paris,  December  21. 
According  to  a  despatch  from  General  Dodds, 
Behanzin  is  gathering  together  in  the  west  the 
remains  of  his  dispersed  army. 

The  French  troops  are  surrounding  Behanzin. 

December  23. 
Rear-Admiral  Dupuis,  the  successor  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Humann,  will  leave  on  the  7th  January. 

M.  Deloncle  will  oppose  in  the  Chamber  the 
creation  of  a  buffer  state. 

December  25. 
At  Massowah  the  Dervishes  attacked  Fort 
Agordat.    The  Italians  repulsed  them,  killing 
a  large  number. 

Fresh  disturbances  have  broken  out  in  Sicily 
and  some  soldiers  have  been  wounded. 

Three  Anarchists  have  been  arrested  at  Paris 
and  Orleans. 

Anarchist  workshops  and  a  large  quantity  of 
explosives  have  been  discovered  in  Spain. 

December  26. 
Four  Anarchists,  have  been  arrested  at  Avignon. 
Hostilities  have  for  a  long  time  been  sus- 
pended at  Melilla. 

It  is  believed  that  an  agreement  will  shortly 
be  arrived  at  between  Spain  and  the  Sultan  of 
Morocco,  the  latter  undertaking  to  punish  the 
aggressive  tribes. 

December  27. 
Four  Anarchists  in  custody  at  Barcelona  have 


confessed  that  they  were  the  perpetrators  of  the 
The  French  ship  Comei  has  left  here  for  Kobe.  >  explosion  in  the  Liceo. 
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December  28. 

Vaillant,  the  man  who  threw  the  bomb  In  the 
French  Chamber,  will  be  tried  ai  the  Assizes  on 
the  5 l I)  January. 

The  Angoulome  Court  of  Assize  has  pro- 
nounced judgment  in  the  Aigues- Morles  affair. 
It  appears  that  the  Italians  attacked  the  French. 


(From  thi  "  Honokono  Duly  Prish.") 

Madrid,  December  28. 

Prince  Mnley  Araafhas  handed  over  to  Gen- 
eral Martinez  Campos  two  chiefs  of  the  Riff 
rebels,  Maimon  Mojatar  and  Heddu  Haci.  The 
General  has  sent  them  to  the  Sultan  at  Tangier 
for  punishment.  The  emissaries  of  Prince  Araaf 
are  looking  for  the  other  promoters  of  the  con- 
flict, Ali  el  Rubio  and  Santon  Puntilla,  who 
have  fled  in  consequence  of  the  activity  of  the 
Sultan  and  whose  whereabouts  are  unknown. 

The  Government  has  invited  General  Martinez 
Campos  to  go  to  Morocco  to  negotiate  with  the 
Sultan.  The  General  is  retained  in  command 
of  the  African  army  and  during  his  absence 
General  Primo  de  Rivera,  Marques  de  Eellsta, 
will  act  for  him. 

General  Martinez  Campos  will  have  an  inter- 
view to-day  with  the  Pasha  of  the  Melilla  Camp, 
for  the  purpose,  it  is  believed,  of  receiving  from 
him  Ali  el  Rubio. 

Later. 

The  appointmentof  General  Martinez  Campos 
as  Special  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Morocco 
has  been  confirmed.  His  mission  is  to  demand 
the  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties,  the  strict 
and  immediate  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  Wad- 
Ras  in  all  respects,  guarantees  for  the  future, 
and  a  war  indemnity. 

In  the  conference  between  General  Martinez 
Campos  and  Prince  Araaf  in  Frajana  to-day,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  should 
go  to  Melilla  to  salute  the  Spanish  flag. 

Madrid,  December  29. 

General  Martinez  Campos  will  leave  for 
Morocco  next  week  in  the  Conde  de  Venadito, 
escorted  by  the  rest  of  the  squadron. 

Madrid,  December  30. 

While  awaiting  the  results  of  the  negotiations 
at  Morocco,  it  is  arranged  that  the  Regiments  of 
Infantry  of  Mallorca,  Guipuzcoa,  Teledo,  Con 
stitution,  Infante,  Wad-Ras,  Canaiias,  Alava, 
San  Quintin,  Albuera,  and  Luchana,  and  the 
Santiago  Dragoons  shall  remain  at  Melilla  under 
Generals  Macias,  Ortega,  Salcedo,  Luque, 
Molins,  and  Linares. 

The  embarkation  of  the  troops  that  are  to  re- 
turn to  the  Peninsula  will  commence  to-day. 


Omi  Maru,  (Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Kksiian.l, 
131'h  January, — Otaru  via  pons  f(li  January, 

(ieneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Higo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  800,  J.  Jones, 

faimai  v,— M"ji   ml'  January,  Coal.  — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha, 
Sagdntt  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168.  Ci  ichton, 
131I1  January, —  Kolie  121I1  January,  Geneial. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kafeha. 
Benlomond,    Biitish    steamer,   1,754,   A.   VV.  S. 
Thomson,  14th  Januai  y, — New  York  241I1  Octo- 
ber,  General. — Comes  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Mam,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  14th, 
January,— Nagasaki  loth  January,  General. — 
Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Glenshiel,  British   steamer,  2,240,   R.   D.  Jones, 
141I1  [anuary, —  London,  and  Kobe  I2tl>  Janu- 
ary, General. — Jaidine,  Mallieson  &  Co. 
Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
I4tli  [anuary,— Hongkong  £lh,  Nagasaki  loth, 
and  Kobe  1 2 lit  January,  Mails  and  General. — 
P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Hohkai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  437,  Hamada, 
r6tli  January, —  Shimonoseki  141I1  January,  Ge- 
neral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Irene,   Geiman    steamer,    1,630,    Schtider,  161I1 
January, — Hamburg  and  Hongkong  91I1  Janu- 
aiy,  General. — Simon,  Evei  s  &  Co. 
Vamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,   161I1  January, — Otaru  via  ports  I2th 
January,  General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 
161I1  January, —  Kobe  15th  January,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219,  Wilson, 
l8tli  Januai  y,  —  Misumi  via  Kobe  13th  January, 
Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumotb,  181I1  januai  y, —  Kobe  17th  January, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  American  steamer,  2,246, 
J.  T.  Smith,  181I1  January, — San  Francisco  301I1 
Decembei,  Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,01 1,  Hayashi, 
19th  January,  —  Kobe  191b  Januai  y,  Genei  al. — 
Nada  Kogio  Kabusbiki  Kaisha. 
Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 
19th  January, — Shanghai  and  poi  ts)l2th January, 
Mails  and  General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


MAIL  IS  DUE 


THE  NEXT 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K. 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong    per  M.  M.Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  M,  Co. 

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong  :   per  N  D.  Lloyd 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Hongkong           per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 


Friday,  Jan.  a6th. 
Mon.lay,  Jan.  aand  f 
Sunday,  Jan.  28th. t 

Sunday,  Jan-  sist.i 
Saturday, Jan.  20th. || 

Wednesday,  J  an.  24th 
Sunday,  Jan.  38th. 
Thursday,  Feb.  1st. 


t  /imprest  if  India  left  Vancouver  on  January  8th.  t  Gaelic  left 
San  Francisco  on  January  9th.  S  Oreawen  (with  French  mail) 
left  Hongkong  on  January  ijth.  ||  Peru  left  Hongkong  on 
January  13th.   The  English  mail  is  on  board  the  steamer  Aglaia. 

THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 


For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K. 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N,  D.  Lloyd 

For  Europe,  via  .shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co. 

For  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

For  America    per  O,  &  O.  Co. 

For  Victoria,  B.C., and 
Tacoma,  Wash           per  N.  P.  Co. 


Tuesday,  Jan.  93rd. 
Tuesday,  Jan.  23rd. 
Tuesday,  Jan.  33rd. 

Sunday,  Jan.  26th. 

Sunday,  Jan.  28th. 
Friday,  Feb.  2nd. 
Friday,  Feb.  2nd. 

Saturday,  Feb.  3rd. 


LA  TEST  SHIPPING. 


Iloklni  Marti,  Japanese  Steamer,  437,  I  l.tni..il.., 
181I1    Januai  y, —  Hakodate,    Geneial.  —  Nippon 

Ynsi  n  Kaisha. 

Itsiikinhima  Kan  (12),  Jupanese  ci  nisei ,  Caplain 

K.  Ijvhi,  l8lh  Januai  y,  —  Yokosnka. 
Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steanwi ,  1,35",  Keildei  dine , 

l8'li  Januai  y,  —  Otal  U  Vl'A  poi  is,  General. --Nip 

pon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Vamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   1,51V,  C. 

Young,  181I1  Januai  y,— Kobe,  General.  —  Nip 

pon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sakata  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,197,  Kenny, 

181b    Januai  y, —  Fushiki,    (ieneral.  —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Takaiagp  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,286,  J.  Nn  ei, 

i8'ii  January,*™* YokUaicJii,  Geneial.  —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Esmeralda,  Biilish  schooner,  130,  Harrison,  191I1 

Janu .11  y,— Guam,  Stores. —  Jaidine,  Mallieson 

&  Co. 

Saipan,  British  schooner,  75,  J.  T.  Blanchfield,  19th 
January, — Guam,  Stoics. — Samuel  Samuel  & 
Co. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Ka  wamni  o, 
191I1  [miliary, — Handa,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   684,  M, 
Malsumoto,  19th  January,  —  Kobe,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Amei  ican  steamer,  2,246, 
J.  T.  Smith,  20lh  January, — Hongkong,  Mails 
and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219  !•  Wilson, 
20lh  January, — Shimonoseki,  General.  —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
20th     January, — Shinagawa,    General.  —  Nada 
Kogio  Kabusbiki  Kaisha. 
Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
201b  January, — Hongkong  via  polls,  Mailsand 
General. — P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 

Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  Wm.  H.  Walker, 
13th  January, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neral.—O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Benlarig,  Biitish  steamer,  1,452,  E.  Le  Boutillier, 
13th  January, —  Kobe,  General. — Comes  &  Co. 

Bullmouth,  Biilish  steamer,  2,606,  Scott,  13th 
January, —  Kobe,  Geneial. — Samuel  Samuel  & 
Co. 

Ethiope,  British  steamer,  1,950,  F.  Wankel,  13th 

January, — Kobe,  Geneial. — Smith,  Baker  &  Co. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  Matsu- 

molo,  13th  January,— Kobe,  General.— Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 

14th  January, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. 

— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Mogul,  Biitish  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  141I 

January,, — 'Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C. 

Mails  and  General.  — Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Melbourne,  French  steamer,  3,400,  Vimont,  141I1 

January. — Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  Ge> 

neial.  —  Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Higo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  860,  J.  Jones,  151! 

January, —  Hakodate,  General. —  Nippon  YdFen 

Kaisha. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
15th  January, — Kobe,  General.  —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Crichton, 

151b   January, — Otaiu    via    ports,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Benlomond,    British    steamer,   1,754,   A.  W-  S 

Thomson,    i6th    January, — Kobe,    Geneial. — 

Comes  ix  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  161I 


ARRIVALS. 

Nippon  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  720,  Hayashi, 
131I1  January, —  Moji  nth  January,  Coal  and 
General,— Takakuni  Kaisha. 

Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,847,  Golding,  131I1 
Januai  y,— Kobe  1 2 ill  January,  General. — Dod- 
well, Cailill  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


from 


January,— Nagasaki,  General. —  Mitsu  Bishi 
Sha. 

Nippon  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  720,  Hayashi, 
]6th  January,  — Moj,  General.— Takakisan 
Kaisha. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
16th  January, — Shanghai  and  poits,  Mails  and 
General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nil  ei, 
17th  January, — Yokkaichi  16th  January,  Gene- 
ral.—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Ping  Suey,  British  steamer,  1,982,  Jaques,  18th 
Januaiy, — London  via  ports,  General. — W.  M. 
Strachan  &  Co. 

Dunbeth,  British  steamer,  1,471,  Cbas.  McKenzie, 
18th  January,— Kobe,  General. — Smith,  Baker 
&  Co. 


ARRIVED. 

Per   Japanese    steamer    Sagami  Maru, 
Kobe: — Mrs.  Jones  and  Mr.  Kawada  in  cabin; 
and  10  passengers  in  steerage. 

Pei  Biilish  steamer  Verona,  from  Hongkong 
via  poils  . —  Mi.  and  Mis.  Campbell,  Hon.  H.  H. 
Risley,  Messrs.  Sare,  H.  Pinckney,  and  Chan 
Suen  Hin  in  cabin  ;  and  3  Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Vamashiro  Maru,  fiom 
Otaru  via  ports: — Mr.  H.  A.  McGill  and  Misses 
Bewick  in  cabin;  4  passengeis  in  second  class, 
and  32  passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  from  Kobe  : 

 Mis.  Funaki,  Messrs.  S.  Funaki,  J.  Funaki,  N. 

Knsano,  and  S.  Nagao  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  K.  Kiima- 
gai,  Mrs.  K.  Kaneko,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arakawa, 
Mr.  K.  Aiakawa,  Mr.  R.  Takashima,  and  Mr. 
Fiilatsuki  and  family  in  second  class,  and  39 
Japanese  and  I  European  in  steerage.  For  Ha- 
kodate :  13  Japanese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  from 
Yokkaichi  : — Mr.  K.  Watanabe  in  cabin  and  28 
passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
from  San  Francisco: — Captain  W.  G.  Furbei , 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Fui  her,  Miss  G.  C.  Furber,  Mr.  H. 
Bunigailen,  Mr.  R.  Bumgaiten,  Mr.  S.  Tsuue- 
kawa,  Mr.  S.  Suzuki,  and  Mrs.  Lee  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  poits:— Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Tay- 
lor, Gov.  K.  Iwasaki,  Messis.  Kawamala,  Vassiti- 
leff,  M.  Hashimoto,  and  S.  E.  Hitchcock  in  cabin  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nish,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Ito,  Messis. 
Takehaia,  Nisbio,  S.  Nakata,  Teramoto,  and 
Suyematsu  in  second  class,  and  26  in  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Pei  Biitish  steamei  Belgic,  for  San  Francisco: 
—  Mr.  O.  Asano,  Miss  S.  A.  P.att,  Miss  H.  I. 
Biuckhatt,  Mrs.  Tilton,  Miss  Loring,  Mr.  J.  B.  P. 
Trowbridge,  Mr.  S.  S.  Wolffsou,  Dr.  P.  Anderson, 
Mr.  Win.  Allen,  and  Mr.  N.  E.  Rice  in  cabin. 

Per  French  steamer  Melbourne,  for  Shanghai 
via  Kobe :— Messrs.  G.  F.  Smith  era,  Geo.  N. 
Macondiay,  j.  Koiiing,  C.Jock  San,  Crane,  F. 
C.  MacCallum,  H.  W.  Bouiman,  J.  M.  Moore, 
Miss  Lucciana,  Messrs.  Lucciana  and  2  boys, 
Bartouills  de  Taillac,  Jacquemin,  Casamaita, 
Edwin  Charles  Hedge-,  Harvey  Chevallier,  Miss 
Marie  Anna  Martin,  Mr.  Gilbeit  Roux,  Miss 
Josephine  Famy,  Mr.  Mouello,  and  Mr.  Drean 
in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  poits: — Mr.  and  Mis.  Hudson,  Messrs. 
C.  D.  Moss,  J.  M.  Francis,  A.  Peterson,  W.  P. 
Pratt,  G.  F.  Westcott,  M.  Suyenobu,  Y.  Adachi, 
and  Y.  Mayesono  in  cabin  ;  Messis.  Shinagawa, 
H.  G.  Smith,  J.  T.  Gannon,  R.  Boucher,  H. 
Yasuda,  and  S.  Tomouaga  in  second  class,  and 
50  passengeis  in  steeiege. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  viA 
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Shaw  and 
and  Mrs. 


ports: — Ven.  Archdeacon  Shaw,  Mrs 

4  cliild.e.i,  Mr.  J.  B.  Renlieis,  M> 
Campbell,  Miss  Ha.tley,  Miss  Ctisliing,  Mr.  A. 
E.  Willielmi,  Mr.  J.  E.  Lambie,  Rev.  [.  H.  Condi, 
Mr.  James  Spoeni,  and  Mi.  Todoroki  in  cabin  ; 

5  Europeans  and  3  Chinese  in  steerage. 

CARGOES. 
Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  poi  is  :— Treasure,  $100,000.00 
Per  Bi  ilish  steamer  Belgic,  for  San  Francisco  :— 

TKA. 

SAN          MON-  KING- 

UMNCIICO.  TRIAL.    OMAHA.  STON. 

-          258             -  - 


OTHIR 

CITHS. 


Shanghai  .. 

Hyogo   

Yokohama 
Hongltong 


'4 
1,091 

40 


Iota*   1,145 


240 


358  240 

SI  I  K  . 

SAN  M  ■ 

(NCI  SCO • 


262 


262 


I'OTaL. 
258 
14 
1,602 
40 

'.914 


HARTFORD  ■ 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

VoUohama 


126 
160 

qio 


Total 


126 
160 
910 

1,196 


Per  French  steamer  Melbourne,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  437  bales;  Waste 
Silk  for  Europe,  242  bales.  Ti easure  for  Shang- 
hai, $3,000. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports:— Treasure,  $73,800.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Mogul,  for  Tacoma,  Wash 
via  Victoria,  B.C. :  — 

TEA. 


PACIFIC 
COAST. 

Hyogo    — 

Yokohama  ...  20 
Hongkong   '43 


NKW 

YORK.  CHICAGO. 

—  374 


OTHRR 
C  IT  IKS. 


—  —  329 


at  4  p.m.  ;  had  fresh  N.W.  winds  with  cloudy  and 
overcast  weather  to  Moji,  where  art  ived  the  14th 
at  I  p.m.  Left  Moji  the  15th  at  6.30  a.m.;  had 
ght  variable  winds  with  cloudy  weather  through 
out  the  Inland  Sea  and  arrived  at  Kobe  the  161I1 
at  8.25  a.m.  Left  again  the  same  day  at  9. 20 
p.m.;  expeiienced  fresh  N.N.W.  winds  with  clear 
weather  to  Rock  Island ;  thence  to  port  gentle 
N.E.  winds  will)  continuing  fine  weather.  Arrived 
at  Yokohama  the  18th  January  at  11.30  a.m 

The  Ameiican  steamer  City  of  de  Rio  Janeiro, 
Captain  J.  T.  Smith,  repoi  ts :— Left  San  Fran- 
cisco the  30th  December  at  4.15  p.m.  Arrived 
at  Yokohama  the  18th  January  at  9.52  p 
Passage,  18  days,  12  hours,  9  minutes.  To  the 
meridian  had  light  easterly  winds  with  smooth 
sea;  thence  to  port  moderate  to  stiong  westerly 
winds  with  heavy  head  sea 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  Captain 
Swain,  repoi  ts  :— Left  Shanghai  the  I2th  Jaiiuai  y 
at  2.10  p.m.;  had  liglil  southerly  and  S.E.  winds 
and  remaikable  fine  mild  weather;  approaching 
Goto    Islands,  011  the   afternoon  of    13th,  wind 
backing  lo  N.W.  and  increasing  to  fresh  breeze 
accompanied  with  clear  weather  and  moderate 
sea  up  to  arrival  at  Nagasaki  the  14th  at  6  a.m 
Left  Nagasaki  the  15th  al  5  p.m.;  had  light  vai  i 
able  westerly  and  N.W.  winds  and  fine,  clear 
weather  up  to  arrival  at  Shimenoseki  the  16th  at 
7  a.m.    Left  Shimonoseki  the  same  day  at  noon  ; 
expeiienced  through  whole  of  Inland  Sea,  light 
variable  winds   accompanied  with    dull,  cloudy 
weather  and  occasional  rain  showers,  an  iving  at 
Kobe  the  17th  at  9.40  a.m.,  had  light  westerly 
...ds  and  fine,  clear  weather.    Left   Kobe  the 
18th  at  noon  ;  had  light  noitheily  and  N.E.  winds 
and  fine,  clear  weather;  passed  Oshima  at  8  40 
p.m. ;  thence  to  Rock 


Total   163       —      374       —  329 

SILK. 

NEW  YORK .    0THIR  CITIES. 
  295    — 


Yokohama 


866 


TOTAL 
••  295 


Island  fresh  N.E.  breeze 
and  continued  fine,  clear  weather  ;  after  passing 
Rock  Island  the  19th  at  10  a.m.,  had  light  noith 
easterly  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  up  to  ar- 
rival at  Yokohama  at  3.50  p.m.  Met  a  steamer 
about  20  miles  westward  of  Omai-saki,  supposed  lo 
be  the  Nagoya  Maru,  steering  to  south-westward 


Ml!  I  A  I  S. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  repoi  tin  this  market, 
the  situation  being  unchanged.  Buyers  continue 
to  hold  off  and  the  piospect  is  far  from  encourag- 
ing.   Quotations  show  no  variation. 

PIK  PICU  L. 

I'lat  Ham,  i  incl.    »4-'°  to  4.30 

Flat  liars,  i  inch    4  »°  ">  4  3° 

Round  ami  sqiiaie  up  to  J  inch    3-35  1°  3-45 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3  4°  to  3-5° 

Sheet  Iron     4-55  t°  4  7° 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    g.oo  to  9.30 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    5  40  lo  5.75 

Tin  I'lateii,  per  hox   6. 00  to  6  20 

Pi(f  Iron,  No.  3    1.50  to  155 

KKHOSKN  l£. 
Only  a  small  business  lias  been  done  duiing  the 
past  week.  Holdeis  remain  firm,  but  apparently 
cannot  continue  so  for  long  as  large  shipments 
are  repoi  led  lo  be  on  their  way  both  from  Batoum 
and  Aineiica.  On  the  14th  inst.  the  steamer 
Benlomond  ariived  with  6,642  cases  of  Comet,  but 
ihis  has  had  no  effect  upon  the  market. 

Cliester    f «  824  to  1.87 

Comet    1.80  to  i.Ssi 

Devoe   

Russian  Anchor   •  -774  to  1.80 

Russian  Moon    1  -75  to  1.774 

SUGAIt. 

Business  in  Browns  has  been  confined  lo  very 
close  bounds  owing  to  the  absence  of  stock.  Fur- 
ther contracts  "to  arrive"  have  been  entered  into 
at  former  rales.  Whites  continue  to  find  ready 
purchases,  and  a  fair  business  is  being  done  at 
last  week's  quotations. 

PER  PICUI.. 

Hrown  Takao    $4.40  to  4.50 

Brown  Manila    5-JO  to  5.40 

Brown  Daitong   4.0010415 

Brown  Canton    4-45  to  4  65 

White  Java  and  Penang   7.00107.10 

White  Kelined    7-5<>to  9. 10 


Total   295    —    295 

Per  British  steameV  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  124  bales;  Waste  Silk,  182  bales 

REPORTS. 
The  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  Captain 
Ekstrand,  reports  :— Left  Otaru  the  8lh  January 
at  2  p.m.;  had  strong  N.  and  N.E.  winds  and 
cloudy  weather.  Arrived  at  Hakodate  the  9th  at 
9.50  a.m.  and  left  again  the  llth  at  8  a.m.;  had 
fiesh  westeily  winds  and  fine  weather.  Ariived 
at  Oginohama  the  I2th  at  7  a.m.  and  left  again 
the  same  day  at  1.30  p.m.;  had  fresh  N.W.  winds 
and  fine  weather  ;  thence  at  midnight  oil  the  131I1 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 
The  impioved  feeling  in  the  Import  Trade  re 
ported  last  week  has  met  with  an  untimely  end, 
and  the  past  few  days  have  been  quiet  indeed. 
Demand  for  Yarns  has  fallen  off  to  a  considerable 
extent — not  more  than  40  bales  having  changed 
hands  during  the  week.  In  Piece  Goods  holders 
and  buyers  apparently  find  it  impossible  to  come 
to  terms,  and  consequently  matters  are  at  a  stand- 
still. Thus,  although  theie  has  been  a  fair  amount 
fight  vaiiable  winds  and  fine  weather.    An  ived  I  of  enquiry  for  Tui  key  Reds  and  othei  Piece  Gocds 


at  Yokohama  the  13th  January  at  2.55  p.m 

The  Japanese  steamer  ffigo  Maru,  Captain  J 
Jones,  reports:— Left  Moji  the  llth  January  al 
6  45  a.m.;  had  light  easterly  to  S.E.  winds,  fine 
and  clear  weather,  which  continued  throughout 
the  day  ;  at  9.30  p.m.  cleared  the  Bungo  Channel ; 
on  the  12th  commenced  with  genlle  N.W.  breeze, 
freshened  to  a  strong  breeze,  fresh  sea,  weather 
fine  and  clear  ;  at  2.17  p.m.  passed  Oshima,  light 
N. N.E.  winds  with  noitheily  swell;  fiom  8  p.m. 
to  Omai-saki,  which  was  passed  ihe  13th  at  4.21 
a.m.;  experienced  fresh  to  stiong  bieeze.high 
cross  sea,  weather  fine  and  clear;  from  Omai-saki 
had  light  northerly  lo  N. N.E.  winds,  slight  sea, 
weather  fine  and  clear;  passing  Rock  Island 
Lighthouse  at  7.48  a.m.  and  Kannon-saki  at  2 
p.m.    Ariived  at  Yokohama  at  4  p.m. 

The  ]apanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  Captain 
Crichton,  reports -.—  Left  Kobe  the  12th  January 
at  0.25  p.m.  ;  had  light  to  gentle  vai  iable  winds 
with  fine,  clear  weather  to  Oshima  ;  thence  to 
port  light  northerly  airs  and  very  fine  weather 
Ai  rived  at  Yokohama  the  13th  Januaty  al  5.50  p.m 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  Captain 
Young,  reports:  — Left  Otaru  the  I2lh  January  at 
2.47  p.m.;  had  strong  W.N.W.  winds  and  high 
N.W.  sea.  Arrived  at  Hakodate  the  13th  at  10.20 
a.m.  and  left  the  14th  at  8  a.m.;  had  stiong 
westerly  winds  and  high  sea,  and  thick  snow 
squalls.  Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  15th  at  7.30 
a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  3  p.m.;  hadfiesh 
N.W.  winds  to  Inuboye  ;  thence  lo  poitmodeiate 
variable  winds  and  fine  weather.  Arrived  at 
Yokohama  the  16th  January  at  4.20  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  Captain 
Kenderdine,  1  epoi  Is  : — Left  Kobe  the  1 51  li  January 
at  noon  ;  thence  till  3  a.m.  on  the  16th  light  to 
gentle  variable  winds,  clear  and  cloudy  weather, 
smooth  sea  ;  on  the  16th  at  3  a.m.  strong  to  fi  esh 
breeze  N.W.  and  W.N  W.,  clear  weather,  and 
moderate  sea  to  Rock  Island  ;  thence  to  poit  light 
to  gentle  variable  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather. 
Ariived  at  Yokohama  at  5.50  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Fushiki  Maru,  Captain 
Wilson,  reports  :— Left  Misumi  the  131I)  January 


1.55  lo  1.90 
1 .75  to  2.40 
1  80  to  3  80 

flH  Vamp  . 
17    to  O  31 

6.35  lo  8,70 

0.65  to  0.78 

pir  mi  s. 

145  to  '  55 

I  .70    lu  3.00 

to  3.65 


no  bu'sine'ss  has  resulted.    In  Woollens,  the  same 

trouble  exists,  so  that  notwithstanding  the  evident 

desire  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  to  purchase, 

practically  no  transactions  have  taken  place. 

COTTON    IMECI!  GOODS. 

rm  pi  10. 

UieySl.ii  lings— 8ilt>,  3«t)  yds.  3yinclie»  $3.30  to  3. 80 
Grey  ShirtingB— glh,  384  yds.  45inciie»    3.40  (03.15 

I".  Cloth— 7«l,24yaids,33incliea   

Indigo  Shirtings— 13  yaids,  44  inches... 
Prints— Assorted,  34  yards,  30  inches  ... 
Cotton— Italians  and  SatteqiiB  HUcU,  V> 

i  nches    °. 

Velvets— Hlack,35yai",s,"'"'cheB  ••• 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  43-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 3.0  to  3.4ft,  34/25  yards, 

jo  inches   •••• 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  3ft,  34/35  yards, 

30  inches   •••• 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  34/15  yards, 

32  inches   ■■■■  *-30 

Turkey  Reds— 4  8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    2  00  ,03-'° 

WOOI.I.UtlS.  HRYARI1. 

Flannel   *°-39  l" 

Italian  Cloth,  v>  y«'ds,  32  inches  hest  0.30  to  0.35 
Italian   Cloth,   30   yaids,   32  inches 

Medium  

Italian  Clolh,   3'»   yards,   32  inches 

Common   

MoiiBSBline  do  l.aine— Crape,  3  |  yards  , 

31  inches   

Cloths  — Pitoh,,  51  @  56  inches    0.55 

Clotlis—  Piesideiitx,  5  I  (t>  5fi  ijldioa 

Cloths— Union,  54  1$  56  inclieB   

MlaiiketH— Scailet  and  Gieen,  4  •<>  3i" 

per  lh   ►  

I  O  l  TON  VAHNS. 

■  fl/j  1,  Uidinary   

16/2 4,  Medium   f 37-00  to  — 

16/2  |,  Good  lo  Hest   37  00  to  j8.oo 

16/24,  Reverse   

18/32,  Ordinary  

28/32,  Medium    37  75  to  — 

28/32,  Good  to  llent   38  50  to  30  75 

,ft/|3    Medium  to  Hest    45  00(047.00 

(Js,  Two-fold    43O0  t<>  44  00 

4  36.  1'ivo-fohl    47-50  to  40.30 


3° 
o  25 


to  O.30 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  121I1  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  amount  to 
309  piculs,  divided  thus  :  Filatures,  274  piculs  ; 
RereeU,  77  piculs;  Kakeda,  48  piculs.  Direct 
shipments  have  been  83  bales,  making  the  total 
export  trade  for  the  week  about  500  piculs. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  there 
has  been  very  little  business  done  duiing  the  past 
week.  Holders,  with  the  present  laige  stock  on 
their  hands,  seem  anxious  to  be  moving  and  are 
willing  to  make  slight  concessions  on  their  quota- 
lions  of  a  week  ago.  Advices  from  consumers, 
however,  do  not  appear  of  an  encouraging  nature 
and,  in  consequence,  the  market  is  very  quiet. 

Arrivals  have  continued  to  come  in  freely,  ex- 
ceeding purchases  by  400  piculs,  so  that  our  stock 
now  stands  at  14,600  piculs. 

Exchange,  after  remaining  steady  during  the 
week,  has  declined  a  point  or  two  at  the  close. 
This  is  owing  purely  to  local  reasons,  as  the  quota- 
tion for  silver  in  London  shows  no  change. 

Theie  have  been  lluee  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  Ameiican  mail  steamer 
Belgic,  on  the  13th  instant,  taking  909  bales  for 
the  United  Stales ;  the  steamer  Mogul,  on  the  141I1 
instant,  carrying  295  bales  for  the  New  Yoik 
trade,  and  the  French  mail  steamer  Melbourne, 
leaving  on  the  same  day,  took  437  bales  for  Eu- 
rope. These  departures  bi  ing  Ihe  present  export 
figures  up  to  28,267  piculs,  against  38,344  piculs 
last  year  and  34,225  piculs  al  the  same  dale  in  1892. 

Hanks. — Nothing  whatever  has  been  done  in 
these,  the  poor  quality  now  on  offer  not  templing 
buyers. 

Filatures.— As  usual,  the  bulk  of  the  week's 
trade  has  been  in  this  branch,  but  full  sizes  have 
failed  lo  alliact  pui  chasers,  the  demand  being 
entirely  in  fine  sizes  for  Europe.  The  highest 
d  for  well-known  chops  was  $820,  for  a 


.30  to  0.33 


0.14 

o.J5 
0.60 
.40 


lo  0  loi 

lo  0.50 
to  o.*5 
lo  0.70 


0  45  °-S7i 

PER  PICUI.. 


Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

No. 

No. 


No.  30s,  Uoinliay 
No.  161,  Homhav 


price  pair 

parcel  of  Roku-mon  sen,  with  fair  and  medium 
fine  sizes  al  and  about  $740. 

Rereels. — One  small  parcel  of  Koriyama  (Girl) 
fetched  $720,  while  Five  Girls  continue  to  be  held 
for  $740. 

Kakeda. — There  have  been  a  few  small  pur- 
chases in  this  branch  al  somewhat  easier  tales.  A 
paicel  of  Asahieuru  fetched  $735,  while  Musume 
I.  has  been  purchased  at  $700. 

In  other  sorts,  nothing  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No .  >t   — 

Hanks— No.  2  (Shinshu)    — 


Hanks— No.  2  (  Joslill) 
llanlis — No.  2!  (Sliinslm) 


1 1  a  nits — N  0 
Hanks — No 
Hanks — No.  3 
Hanks— No.  34 


2\  (  Joslill)  . 
2j  to  3  .... 
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Cilalures— I'.sli  «  mil  ilenieis   Norn 

Pilaturai — Bxtra  ij/ij  danltri   

Filature*— No,  I,  w/i  j.«Ui»lari    Nom 

Fllaturai-ANo.  i,  ij/13,  ni'6  «Un  

filatures — No  ij,  10/14  denier. s   

Filatures— «No.  i\,  lilt",  nhf  <'«»  

Filature! — No.  2.  10/15  rlanlara   , 

Pilaturaa — No.  a,  14I1H  ilanieri   

Filature* — No.  3,  14/ao  tleiriari   

Ke-reelb— Kxli  a   

fte-raala—  (Oalru)  Host  No.  1   

Ko-ieels — No.  I,  « 3  '  1  s .  14/* <Tttniara  

He-ieels — No.  it,  ij/io,  14/17 rleriierft  

He- 1  eels — No.  2,  1  4/18  rtauierc  

Re- 1  eels — No.  21 ,  1  |'|K  denier*  

Hc-ieels — No.  j,  14'ro  denierft   

KalceJas — Itxtra   Nom 

Kakadaa— No.  1   

Kalcedas —  No.  1 4   

Kalcedas — No  .  2  

Kaicedas —  No.  :  t,   

Kalcedas — No.  J  7 

Kalcedas—  No.  14   

Kalredas — No.  4   .'  

Osliu  Sendai — No.  j(  

I laiiiataulri — No .  1 ,  2   

Ilamatauiri — No ,3,  (   

■iodai —  No.  2 4    , ...  


JSjQ  to 
810  to 
Hoo  to 
790  to 
760  to 
700  to 
730  to 
730  to 
700  to 

740  to 
730  to 
710  to 
6S0  to 
fifio  to 
640  to 

730  to 
700  to 
670  to 
650  to 
630  to 


H(.) 
H20 
Rio 

800 

77" 
770 
740 
740 
710 

75" 
740 

720 
6qo 
670 
050 

740 
7 1  o 
680 
660 
640 


Nom. 
Nom. 


M  Kpoi  1  K,«w  SilW  Tallies  to  19th  Jan.,  1  8Q4: 


Sal  ft  DIN  l 

Su3-i894- 

189a. 93. 

1  X or  - 

Hllll. 

Him. 

llMll, 

16,029 
".t49 

14,238 
23,420 

It, 970 
21,442 

latal   i  !)."'" 

{   1   1  (Ml  It. 

27,478 
28,267 

37.658 
38,344 

33.4'2 
34,225 

Settlement*  and  Direct) 
[ixixirl  from  1  st  )  lily  ) 

29,800 
14,600 

39.300 
6,500 

Y  1  C  II  I.I  . 
34.600 

15,000 

IV  uailalale  aupitlieK  to  date 

44,400 

45,800 

49.600 

WASTE  SILK. 

0'iite  a  brisk  week  lias  been  experienced  in  Ibis 
brand),  settlements  amounting  to  2,440  piculs, 
divided  tints  : — Cocoons,  8  piculs  ;  Noshi,  1,409 
piculs ;  Kibiso,  1,023  piculs.  Direct  shipments 
have  only  been  one  picul  of  Tama  for  New  York. 

It  appeais  that  at  last  the  European  consumers 
recognize  that  the  Noshi  and  Kibiso  now  on  offer 
are  of  better  value  than  for  many  years  past  and 
are  anxious  to  make  purchases  while  assottmenl 
is  good,  Quotations  for  Noshi  show  a  rise  on  last 
week's  rates,  but  those  of  Kibiso  are  unchanged, 
although  holders  are  trying  to  get  $10  per  picul 
more  for  the  high  grades. 

Arrivals  have  not  quite  kept  pace  with  sales,  so 
that  our  stock  figures  have  fallen  to  17,700  piculs. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  oppoi  Utilities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  steamei  Benvenue,  leav- 
ing on  the  I  lib  instant,  carried  23  bales  of  Cocoons 
for  Ameiica;  the  American  mail  steamer  Belgic, 
on  the  13th,  took  one  picul  Tama  for  America,  and 
the  French  mail  steamer  Melbourne,  leaving  on 
the  14th  instant,  carried  721  piculs  of  Waste  siljr 
and  13  piculs  Cocoons  for  Europe.  These  depar- 
tures make  the  present  export  figures  14,822  piculs, 
against  26,605  piculs  last  year,  and  20,544  piculs 
at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Cocoons. — A  very  small  parcel  was  taken  up  at 
$975,  but  the  stock  on  offer  is  of  very  poor  quality 
and  most  of  it  will  in  time  find  its  way  back  into 
the  interior. 

Noshi. — The  chief  purchases  have  again  been 
in  this  branch,  Filature,  Oshu,  and  Joshu,  all 
getting  their  turn.  Quotations  are  all  up  about 
$10  per  picul,  and  prices  for  the  best  selected  Oshu 
lange  as  high  as  $150,  while  a  good  many  parcels 
of  medium  Joshu  have  been  taken  at  from  $70  to 
$80  per  picul. 

Kib  iso. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done  in  this  depaitment  and  quotations  are  tend 
ing  upwaids.    Several  paicels  of  Filature  have 
been  settled   at  fi  0111  $105  to  $110,   with  other 
gi  ades  in  propoi  tion. 

In  other  lines  nothing  to  note. 

QUOTATIONS. 

fiei'ced  Cocoons— tiood  to  Heat   — 

Noshi-ito — lrilatuie,  Uest   $150  to  160 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Good    140  to  145 

Noshi-ito — Filatuie,  Medium    130  to  135 

Noslii-ito — Osliu,  Good  to  Meat    140  to  150 

Noshi-ito — Sliinalui,  Heat    110  to  115 

Noshi-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good    100  to  105 

Noshi-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium    90  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Buslin,  Good  to  Heat   125  to  135 

Noshi-ito — Joshu,  Hest    goto  95 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    Soto  85 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Ordinary    70  to  75 

Kibiso — Filature,  Hest  selected    1 10  to  120 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds    100  to  105 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Hest    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Shinshii,  Best   — 

Kibiso — Shinshii.  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Good  to  Fail   40  to  35 

Kibiso — joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llachoji,  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llachoji,  Medium  to  I. oiv   25  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vlawata — Good  to  Hest   — 


1  I'ltbla  W.i  si  c  Si  lie  to  19th  Jan..  1  H04  . 


lMi,Jc,|. 

lHgl-l|j. 

Pinin.i  . 

I'l  curt. 

I1 1 1: 11 1  1  , 

Waste  SHU                             •  U59I 

Pierced  fvOecMina   3,33' 

2.1,015 

l8,40O 
3,05  | 

14,822 

26,605 

20,544 

Settlement!  and  Direct  J  '  '.^ 
Expoi  t  from  1  s  t  July  )    y  * 

33. 100 
7/00 

24,901) 
1  1 ,600 

Avnilntilrsii|i|ilins  to  date  37,440 

40,700 

36>5°o 

Exchange  after  being  steady  throughout  the 
week  has  declined  slightly  at  the  close — lates  now 
standing  as  follows: — London,  4111/s.  Credits, 
2/3I;  Documents,  2/4;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/4^.  New 
Vo«K,3067s.  U.S.  S55-J  ;  4111/s.  U.S.S56-J.  P»ris. 
or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs,  2.93;  6m/s,  fcs.  2.95. 

Estimated  Silk  Stock,  19th  Jan.,  1804:  - 


Raw.  rdmuM 

HanWs    80 

filatures    8,170 

Re-reels   4,45° 

Kalceda    1,800 

Osnu    5° 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  50 


Total  piculs    14,600 


Waits,  Menus. 

Cocoons   320 

Noshi-ito    7,850 

Kibiso    8,850 

Mawata   150 

Sundries    530 


Votal  piculs  ...  .  1 7,700 


TEA. 


Demand  has  again  fallen  off,  almost  to  the 
vanishing  point,  and  the  maiket  is  in  a  quiescent 
condition. 

f  a  M  picul, 

Common   $12  to  13 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium    17  to  18 

Good  Medium    19  to  20 

Fine   22  to  23 

Finest  ) 

Choice   >  Nominal, 

Choicest   J 


EXCHANGE. 

gUAfter  being  fairly  steady  for  the  week,  rales  of 

exchange  declined  at  the  close. 

Sterling — Bank  T.T   2/3 

Sterling  —  llaiiU  Hills  on  demand    2/3J 

Sterling — Hanlt  4  months' sight    .,    3/34 

Sterling — Private  4  months' sight   2/3J 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/4$ 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.84 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2  93 

On  Hongkong — Hanlc  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight    1  °/, 

On  Shanghai — Hank  sight    72! 

On  Shanghai — Private  1  o  days' sigh t    73J 

On  India — Bank  sight  !   181 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight   184 

On  America — Hank  Bills  on  demand    54$ 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    55} 

On  America — Piivate  4  months'  sight    56! 

On  Germany — Bank  sight   2.30 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.38 

■  Bar  Silver  (London)   3 1 4 


dis. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 


"  MONEY«AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ouknal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest, 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
' '  M ONE V  AND  TKADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation,  not  dnly  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  ■wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andto  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  ]a pa n.South  America,  and  other  coOnt lies, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
he  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessihle  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tram  war  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani,  * 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  k  OTHERS. 

ly/T  ISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 


The  sweetest,  of  all  sweet  odours.  The 
original    and    only    true    Essence  is 
Atkinson's.    Beware  of  Imitations. 

ATKINSON'S  W{ 
EAU  BE  COLOGNE  1 

When  of  good  quality  Eau  de  Cologne  is 
one  of  the  most  refreshing  Perfumes. 
Atkinson's  English  make  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKIWSOM, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION !  Only  genuine  with  shield-thaps 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  U3ual  Trade  Mark,  A 
L  "White  Rose,"  and  t/idress  in  (I'H.^jd/^j 

S»iuui..jii-iL«.i-LiUL.j.;. jmj.  M' wt£(*~- '-■  0 !' 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamsnip  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners  | 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 


Fitted  with  KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  ottieis. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 
1.  Wondeiful  Economy  of  Fuel. 
3.  First-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Ouickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration.  _ 
We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description^ rom  the 

smallest  sizesuitable  for  car,  >ing  on  yachus  of  ^o  tuns  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  frames, 
Stc  ,  Jic.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately, 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  ih  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  psvier,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  l  irst  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land,  1800.  in  competition  on  en  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND). 
LONOONOFFICE:  171, QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, B.C. 
May  7th,  189a.  1  y' 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME. 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  NileTribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says-''  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
qnantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value." 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says-"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la»t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
arid  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  bv  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughou 
World.  Mayist,  1890. 


AwAnoEo  Cuto  Medal  L'pool  Interna  Exhibition.  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 


RICHMOND 
CAVEND3SH  CO., 

1JM1TED. 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixture  * 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug-  Cavendishj 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■•t&blUhed   a   quarter  of  »  Ceutury 


LIE  BIG 


ASK  FOR 


And  see  that  each  Jar  hears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


PANYS 

EXTRACT 

o  f  M  e  at 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurcb  Avenue,  LondonLEnglaiu 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


Physician's  Cure 
Gout,  Hkeurnatic 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations 
Bilious  Affections. 


§4L^^!  G-out  and' Gravel;  the 
sa-fest and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  iick- 
ness  of  PrtgEdiicy. 


DINNEFGRDS 

FLUID 

N.B.-  ASK  FOR 


Soid  ihi'OUfinoui  wio  WM' 
DI N N a FQHD'S    WAG  Nr.-' 


January  1,  1893. 


Thames^lectric  &  Steam  Launch  Cj 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  Sin, 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
and  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m  i  m  e., 


Apiil.2311),  1893. 
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DEATH. 

At  the  Kaga  Yashilti  Hospital,  Toltyo,  on  the  19th  inst. 
Edmund  R.  Holmes,  aged  59. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  Domei  Club  has  been  dissolved. 

To-day  is  the  German  Emperor's  35th  birthday. 

The  Empress  Dowager  celebrated  her  birthday 
on  the  23rd  inst. 

Influenza,  of  a  mild  description,  is  very  pre- 
valent in  Yokohama. 


Small-pox  has  appeared  in  Tokyo  and  several 
districts  of  Kanagawa  Prefecture. 

Several  Imperial  nominations  were  made  to 
the  House  of  Peers  this  week. 


The  Interport  football  match  is  arranged  for  the 
fifth  prox.    It  lakes  place  in  Kobe  this  year. 

A  Japanese  artisan  was  found  drowned  in  the 
Creek  near  Ogi  Bridge,  Yokohama,  on  the  21st 

inst.   

The  herring  catch  in  Hokkaido  last  year  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  previous  twelvemonths  by 
136,930  koku. 

The  long  spell  of  fine  weather  was  broken  on 
Thursday,  when  rain  fell  copiously  from  an 

early  hour.   

According  to  latest  Government  statistics  there 
are  at  present  20.310  Japanese  residing  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands. 


Dr.  Van  der  Heyden  giving  the  necessaiy  ex- 
planations ;  and  Prof.  Milne  gave  an  illustrated 
lecture,  entitled  "  In  darkest  Yesso." 

The  total  exports  ot  Japan  in  1893  are  set  down 
at  yen  89,712,864.590,  while  the  imports  total 
yen  88,257,171.710. 

The  Maud  S.  and  the  Retriever,  sealing 
schooners,  left  during  the  week  for  the  Noitli 
Pacific  sealing-grounds. 

The  entertainment  given  in  the  Public  Hall  on 
Wednesday  evening  by  Clias.  Comelli's  Novelty 
Troupe  was  patronised  by  a  crowded  house. 

The  Government  is  said  to  have  decided  to 
prohibit  emigration  to  Hawaii  for  the  present, 
owing  to  the  political  troubles  in  the  islands. 

The  port  of  Vladivoslock,  which  was  frozen-up 
lately,  is  again  reported  open,  the  ice-breaking 
vessel  having  evidently  accomplished  its  task. 

Four  men  were  burnt  to  death  and  five  hun- 
dred and  three  houses  reduced  to  ashes  by  a  fire 
which  broke  out  in  Kogoshima  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th  inst. 

Count  Goto  has  been  succeeded  at  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  by 
Viscount  Enonioto,  who  held  the  portfolio  for 
about  six  months  in  1888. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Meacham  gave  a  lecture  on 
"  Ceriain  phases  of  the  phenomena  of  sleep," 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Yokohama  Literary  Society 
on  Friday  evening. 

The  annual  meeting  of  members  of  Union 
Church  was  held  on  Tuesday.  The  financial 
report  was  veiy  satisfactory,  while  the  outlook  of 
affairs  for  the  ensuing  year  was  encouraging. 

Mr.  Edward  Mullendorf,  of  the  bankrupt 
firm  of  Pollelt  and  Mullendorf,  was  arrested  at 
the  instance  of  the  Belgian  Consul  on  Monday 
afternoon,  in  connection  with  the  bankrupicy 

affairs.   

The  Sakata  Maru  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kai- 
sha,  is  a  most  unfortunate  vessel.  She  ran  on 
to  a  shoal  near  Fushigi  Lighthouse  during  the 
gale  (if  the  22nd.  She  was  on  her  first  voyage 
since  her  grounding  near  Inuboye. 

A  beautiful  flower-vase  to  be  presented  by  the 
officials  in  the  Agricultural  and  Commei cial 
Department  to  Mr.  Saito,  ex-Vice  Minister  of 
the  Department,  has  been  completed  at  the 
Tokyo  Fine  Art  School.  It  is  said  to  have  cost 
over  two  hundred  yen. 


fire-brands,  37  from  lamps,  27  from  tobacco 
ashes,  25  from  open  fire-places,  and  15  from 
refuse  burnt  in  the  open-air. 

It  is  gazetted  that  the  251I1  anniversary  of  (he 
maniage  of  Their  Imperial  Majesties  the  Em- 
peror and  Empress  will  be  celebrated  at  the 
Palace  on  the  9th  of  March  next. 

Several  hundred  stevedore  coolies  attempted  a 
riot  in  China  Town  on  Tuesday,  in  consequence 
of  one  of  their  number  having  been  struck  by  a 
Chinaman.    A  greengrocer's  shop  was  looted. 


The  Photographic  Society  of  Japan  gave  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  at  Kiel's  building  on  Fri- 
day. A  collection  of  Dutch  plates  were  shown, 


Some  changes  are  impending  in  the  Japanese 
Diplomatic  Service,  Viscount  Kawase,  who  is 
accredited  to  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  is  return 
ing  home,  and  it  is  thought  that  fie  will  be  re- 
placed by  Viscount  Aoki,  at  present  Japanese 
Representative  in  Beilm. 

A  very  strong  bar  has  been  briefed  for  the  Chi 
shima- Ravenna  Appeal  before  ihe  Privy  Coun- 
cil. For  the  Appellants  (the  Imperial  Japanese 
Government)  Sir  Henry  James,  QC  ,  M. P.,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Cohen  appear;  while  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company  will  be  represented  by  Sir 
Charles  Russell,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Solicitor-General, 
Sir  Richard  Webster,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Mr.  Finlav 
Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Pollard. 


The  total  number  of  houses  damaged  by  fire 
in  the  urban  and  rural  divisions  of  Tokyo  during 
last  year  was  814,  of  which  392  were  completely 
destroyed,  and  422  partly  damaged.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  attributed  causes  of  the  con- 
flagrations : — 86  from  overheated  furnaces,  21 
from  kotatsu  or  anka,  94  from  straw-ashes  or 


The  half-yearly  general  meeting  of  share- 
holders of  the  Japan  Cement  Co.,  Tokyo,  took 
place  on  the  24th  inst.  The  net  profits  during  the 
last  half-year  amounted  to  yen  10,179.102,  of 
which  yen  i.ooo.ooowas  added  to  the  reserve 
fund,  yen  1,000  deducted  for  payment  of  pre- 
liminary establishment  debts,  yen  1,000.000  voted 
as  remuneration  to  officers,  and  yen  6,750.000 
declared  as  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  percent, 
per  annum,  yen  429.102  being  carried  forward. 

Secretary  Carlisle's  U.S.  Bonds  have  been 
subscribed  for  at  a  high  premium,  rendering 
the  rate  of  issue  about  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
The  British  Government  has  declined  to  ap- 
point a  Royal  Commission  to  investigate  the 
public  grievances  of  Penang.  The  Chamber 
of  Deputies  has  adopted  the  Franco  Siamese 
Treaty.  The  riots  in  Sicily  and  the  discontent 
throughout  Italy  have  induced  the  Authorities 
to  call  out  reserves  and  proclaim  a  state  of  seige 
in  many  districts.  The  House  of  Lords  have 
read  the  Parish  Councils  Bill  a  first  lime.  Sir 
William  Harcourt  is  being  urged  to  bring  in 
a  democratic  Budget,  freeing  the  breakfast- 
table  commodities.  The  Empress  of  Russia 
has  been  suffering  from  influenza  and  fever. 
France  proposes  establishing  a  protectorate 
over  Madagascar,  similiar  to  the  control  ex- 
isting at  Tunis.  The  Prussian  Budget  shows 
a  deficiency  of  seventy  million  marks.  Jabez 
Spencer  Balfour  has  been  arrested  in  Ar- 
gentina. The  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  has  amended  the  Tariff  Bill  by 
abolishing  the  sugar  bounties,  the  amendment 
to  take  effect  immediately.  Affairs  in  Egypt 
are  disturbed,  much  indignation  being  felt  in 
military  circles  in  Cairo  in  consequence  of  the 
ciiticisms  by  the  Khedive  of  the  troops  and  the 
British  officers. 

A  better  tone  pervades  the  Import  market, 
although  no  very  large  business  was  done  during 
ihe  week.  Woollens,  Italian  Cloths,  and  Fan- 
cies started  to  move,  and  a  good  showing  would 
have  been  made  had  not  the  sharp  fall  in  ex- 
change prompted  dealers  to  raise  quotations. 
The  same  cause  has  operated  to  check  trans- 
actions in  Metals,  which  at  one  time  were  in- 
clined to  move.  Little  business  has  been  done 
in  Kerosene  ;  American  oil  shows  no  change, 
but  Russian  is  slightly  firmer.  The  boom  in 
Brown  Sugars  continues,  and  any  shipments 
ihat  come  to  hand  are  quickly  taken  at  quo- 
tations, the  new  crop  arrivals  having  been  con- 
tracted for  at  advanced  rales.  Whiles  have 
fallen  off,  and  close  easier  for  some  grades. 
Tempted  by  the  falling  exchange,  operators 
have  again  entered  the  Tea  market,  but  trans- 
actions are  on  a  limited  scale.  The  bad  news 
from  Italy  of  heavy  failures  in  banking  circles, 
has  brought  business  here  in  Raw  Silk  almost 
to  a  standstill,  while  prices  have  toppled  down 
in  many  of  the  commoner  grades.  The  Stock 
is  still  heavy,  amounting  to  14.950  piculs.  A 
fair  amount  of  business  lias  been  done  in 
Waste,  although  demand  fell  off  considerably 
upon  arrival  of  the  discouraging  news  fiom 
European  consumers.  Pi  ices,  however,  have 
not  changed,  and  close  firm  at  last  week's  rates. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 

 ■*  

Political  rumours  of  a  disquieting  nature  con- 
tinue to  fill  the  news  columns :  of  the  metropolitan 
papers.  It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Inouye,  Minister 
^Education,  has  tendered  his  resignation,  and 
that  Count  Saigo  and  Count  Kuroda  are  strongly 
nc  ined  to  follow  his  example.    A  rumour  of  a 
rupture    between    the    Choshu  and  Satsuma 
ambers  of    the   Cabinet  is  also  ventilated. 
Wru    g  on  this  subject,  the  Mcki  Nichi  Skim, 
bun  observes  that  these  canards  are  fabrications 
0  an  ambitious  person,  who  thus  seeks  to  create 
an   opportunity   for  his  own   accession  to  a 
Ministerial  post.     This   personage  tried  very 
J„d  to  gain  over  to  his  ambitious  project  j 
c   tain  statesman  under  whom  he  once  occupied 
a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.    But   the  ex-Prem.er, 
whoever  he  may  be,  received  his  proposals  very 
coldlv  and  did  not  seem  disposed  to  cooperate 
in  his  plan.  He  then  tried  his  power  of  pursua- 
siou  upon  another  statesman,  once  a  member  of 
he  present  Ministry.    But  again  he  was  un- 
successful. Lastly,  he  fell  back  upon  one  of  his 
former  colleagues,  who  is  from  the  same  locall  y 
as  himself.    Entirely  unsuccessful  in  all  of  these 
efforts  to  gain  confederates,  he  betook  himself 
to  circulating  false  rumours  tending  to  excite 
suspicion  between   the  Satsuma  and  Choshu 
statesmen.     But   here  also  he  has  been  de- 
tected  in  the   very  act,   and  there  seems  to 
be  left  no  hope  for  him  to  alta.n  his  object 
The  Nichi  Nichi  refuses  to  give  the  name  of 
thi*  intriffuer.    But    its    statements,   as  here 
nuoted  lelve'no  doubt  as  to  his  identity.  What- 
ever ma    be  thought  of  the  Nichi  Mcki  s 
inuendoes,  it  is  certain  that  these  rumours  are 
not  regarded  seriously  by  any  sober-minded 
men    though    they  are  eagerly  taken   up  by 
naoe'rs  to  which  nothing  is  unwelcome  that  has 
the  least  tendency  to  discredit  the  Cabinet  m 
the  eyes  of  the  people. 

* 

*  * 

The  apparent  irresolution  and  inaction  of  the 
Government  afford  matter  for  journalistic  com- 
ment The  Progressionist  organs  write  as  though 
they  were  convinced  of  the  fall  of  the  so-called 
Clan  Government  at  an  early  date.  1  hey  say 
that  this  Cabinet  is  the  last  that  can  be  formed 
out  of  clan  elements  purely  for  clan  purposes. 
With  its  fall  will  come  down  the  whole  edifice 
of  clan  Government.  Finally,  judging  from 
present  conditions,  these  papers  believe  that  the 
Cabinet  cannot  maintain  itself  for  any  long 
period  of  time. 


The  fiiiShimpo,  as  usual,  advises  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  firm  and  united  against  the  Opposi- 
tion The  present  rumours,  in  its  opinion,  may 
be  taken  as  a  sign  that  the  public  has  become 
tired  of  the  inaction  of  the  Government.  There 
seems  to  be  a  cry  for  a  Military  Cabinet.  In  the 
Yms  opinion,  there  is  unfortunately  no  states- 
man strong  enough  to  form  such  a  Cabinet. 
Had  the  elder  Saigo  been  alive  he  might  have 
been  able  to  do  so.  Among  the  statesmen  of 
the  younger  generation  some  appear  to  have 
uncommon  ability,  but  as  yet  they  do  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  Can  nothing, 
then  be  done  to  rescue  the  nation  from  its 
embarrassing  situation  ?  In  the  J  1)1  s  opinion, 
even  the  present  Cabinet  can  do  something  to 
effect  such  a  result  by  diverting  public  attention 
into  foreign  channels.  The  most  serviceable 
question  for  that  purpose  is  the  Eastern  Ques- 
tion the  solution  of  which  possesses  urgent  im- 
portance. The  task  is  attended  with  uncom- 
mon difficulties,  but  if  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
devote  their  whole  energies  to  the  work,  they  may 
vet  be  able  not  only  to  maintain  themselves  in 
power  for  many  years  to  come,  but  also  to  save 
The  nation  from  further  fruitless  contests  over 
domestic  politics. 

In  another  article,  the  Jiji  advises  the  Cabi- 
net to  give  up  the  temporizing  and  half-hearted 
policy  of  late  pursued,  and  to  adopt  in  Us  stead 
an  independent  and  active  policy,  with  the  good 
of  the  country  as  its  sole  purpose.    To  come 


to  more  concrete  statements,  our  contemporary 
thinks  it  unwise  to  adopt  sucli  measures  as  the 
assessment  of  the  taxable  value  of  land,  and 
several  others  which  have  nothing  to  recom 
mend  them  save  that  they  are  noisily  demanded 
by  irresponsible  demagogues.  The  most  im- 
portant section  of  the  nation  does  not  approve 
these  measures.  So  long  as  the  good-will  of  the 
independent  educated  class  is  retained  the  cabi- 
net may  safely  disregard  whatever  opposition 
the  House  of  Representatives  makes.  In  their 
intercourse  with  private  persons,  the  Ministers 
of  State  are  advised  to  be  more  frank  and  con- 
fiding, as  well  as  jealous  of  their  personal 
dignity  and  importance.  In  everything  they 
do  and  say,  they  have  to  endeavour  to  prove 
their  disinterested  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  country  and  the  well-being  of  the  people.  In 
this  way  alone  they  may  defy  the  persistent  op- 
position of  the  Diet.  If  they  are  not  prepared 
to  pursue  such  a  policy,  it  will  be  madness  on 
their  part  to  resort  to  the  daring  course  of  dis- 
solving the  Diet  again  and  again  until  one 
favourable  to  themselves  shall  have  been  re- 
turned. 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  writes  in  a  simi 
lar  strain.  Like  the  above-mentioned  paper,  it 
is  of  opinion  that  the  only  rational  course  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Cabinet  is  the  adoption  of 
a  strong  and  independent  policy.  In  order  to 
carry  out  such  a  policy  consistently,  the  Cabinet 
ought  to  be  ready  to  dissolve  the  Diet  as  many 
times  as  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  a  truly 
representative  House.  Beside  the  coming  elec- 
tion, there  are  various  other  important  affairs  of 
State  calling  for  immediate  attention.  In  dis- 
posing of  them  the  Ministers  are  strongly  re- 
commended to  dismiss  from  their  minds  all 
thought  as  to  whether  their  action  will  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  next  Houseof  Representatives 
* 

*  * 

In  response  to  the  strong  recommendations 
offered  to  the  Cabinet  by  these  papers,  the  Op- 
position organs  remark  lhat  the  present  Cabinet 
has  not  energy  enough  to  pursue  such  a  daring 
course  of  policy.  The  fact  that  the  Nichi  Nichi 
thinks  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  advice  day 
after  day,  is,  in  the  Hochi's  opinion,  a  sufficient 
proof  lhat  the  Government  organ  has  not  much 
confidence  in  the  ability  and  courage  of  its 
patrons.  There  may  be,  says  the  Progressionist 
organ,  one  or  two  Ministers  of  State  not  dis- 
inclined to  such  a  strong  policy,  but  even  they 
are  aware  that  it  is  not  practicable.  Should 
such  a  policy,  however,  be  adopted  by  the  Go 
vernment,  the  Opposition  would  have  simply 
to  rejoice  over  the  hastening  of  their  day  of 
final  victory.  Despite  this  stout  declaration 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  fear  of  anothei 
dissolution  greatly  disturbs  the  Opposition  poli- 
ticians, for  there  are  several  instances  of  candi- 
dates withdrawing  from  the  field  solely  because 
of  such  an  apprehension. 


and  in  making  strong  appeals  to  the  elec- 
tors and  candidates  to  abstain  from  illegal 
practices.  The  Jiyu  Shimbun  is  discussing 
this  question  in  a  long  series  of  articles  not  yet 
completed.  It  unreservedly  approves  the  in- 
structions which  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
is  said  to  have  given  to  the  local  police  recently 
assembled  in  the  capital,  and  it  then  goes  on 
to  examine  the  various  regulations  about  elec- 
tions, and  points  out  the  manner  in  which  their 
provisions  are  to  be  carried  out.  Our  contem- 
porary illustrates  the  punishable  cases  of  in- 
fractions of  these  regulations  by  adducing 
various  hypothetical  instances.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  follow  our  contemporary  into  details; 
suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Radical  organ  favours 
the  unsparing  punishment  of  all  illegal  actions 
in  connection  with  the  elections. 


*  * 

Increasing  attention  is  paid  to  the  approach 
ing  general  election.  As  to  its  date,  the  papers 
have  ceased  to  complain  of  the  delay  made  in 
fixiirg  it.  They  believe  lhat  it  will  be  fixed  111  a 
few  days.  As  noticed  in  these  columns  more 
than  once,  the  Government  seems  to  be  resolved 
to  observe  strict  neutrality  in  the  next  election, 
and  the  Local  Governors  and  police  chiefs  have 
been  ordered  to  exercise  their  vigilance  against 
the  employment  of  illegal  methods.  The  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun,  writing  on  this  subject,  heartil) 
approves  the  course  adopted  by  the  Government. 
Some  persons,  says  our  contemporary,  try  to 
find  fault  with  the  Cabinet'scommendable  course, 
by  maintaining  lhat  the  Ministers  really  aim  at 
inconveniencing  the  Opposition  candidates. 
These  persons  do  a  great  wrong  to  the  Cabinet, 
for  the  very  nature  of  the  course  decided  upon 
by  the  Ministry  precludes  them  showing  parti 
ality  to  any  party. 


All  the  other  papers  of  the  Opposition,  as 
well  as  the  Independent  organs,  call  upon  the 
electors  to  make  a  conscientious  use  of  the  im- 
portant right  entrusted  to  them.  They  are  urged 
to  cast  their  votes  for  persons  regarded  by  them 
as  worthy  of  silting  in  the  Diet,  and  are  told  to 
clear  their  minds  of  all  motives  of  personal  in- 
terest. These  lectures  look  very  well  on  paper, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  have  any 
influence  upon  the  electors. 

*  1 
*  * 

The  Opposition  papers  complain  that  the 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  and  the  jiyu  Shimbun 
have  been  extensively  distributed  among  the 
offices  of  local  communes.  They  contend  that 
such  a  step  is  reprehensible,  because  it  has  a 
tendency  to  interfere  with  the  independent  action 
of  the  members  of  these  offices.  It  is  known  that 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  has  of  late  distributed 
in  this  way  a  large  number  of  copies  through- 
out the  country.  But  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  the  report  about  the  Jiyu  Shimbun  has 
any  foundation.  At  all  events,  the  Radical  organ 
emphatically  denies  the  charge  as  entirely  false. 
The  Nichi  Nichi  justly  remarks  that  the  distri- 
bution of  copies  gratis  by  way  of  advertisement 
can  have  no  evil  effect  upon  the  independence 
of  the  local  officers.  Our  contemporary  cordially 
invites  its  critics  to  follow  its  example  if  they 
are  jea4ous  of  its  rapidly  increasing  circulation. 

*  ^ 
*  # 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  observes  that,  though 
ostensibly  the  next  election  turns  on  the  question 
of  treaty  enforcement,  the  contest  is  really  be- 
tween the  uncompromising  opponents  of  the 
Government  and  the  sober  and  moderate  persons 
who  are  in  favour  of  steady  but  gradual  improve- 
ment. The  time  has  long  since  passed  when  an 
anti-foreign  agitation  would  obtain  an  ascendant 
influence  in  the  political  world.  The  majority 
of  those  who  have  joined  the  movement  are  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  impracticability  of  the  argu- 
ments they  themselves  advance,  hut  their  true 
object  is  not  to  have  their  claims  admitted,  but 
simply  to  embarrass  the  Government.  Such 
being  the  case,  the  Jiji  earnestly  wishes  that 
the  electors  will  consider  well  before  casting 
their  votes  for  men  of  this  class.  They  are 
bent  upon  pulling  down  the  Government;  but 
they  are  far  from  being  prepared  to  assume  tlie 
responsibility  of  conducting  the  Administration. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Government,  incapable 
and  inactive  as  it  is,  is  fairly  trustworthy,  and  the 
best  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  people  will  be  10 
return  men  who,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  effec- 
tually checking  the  misconduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment, will,  on  the  other,  be  inclined  to  discharge 
their  legislative  functions  in  a  calm  and  digni- 
fied manner. 


* 

*  * 


The  course  adopted  by  the  Cabinet  will 
regard  to  the  control  of  the  elections  seems  to 
be  approved  by  the  majority  of  the  metropolitan 
papers.  They  all  unite  in  deploring  the  pre- 
valence of  corruption  and  force  at  elections, 


The  question  of  treaty  enforcement  sill  con- 
tinues to  be  discussed  by  some  of  the  less  im- 
portant papers  in  the  capital.  But  judging  from 
all  appearances,  the  agitation  is  at  present  at  a 
low  ebb.  When  the  electioneering  campaigns 
begin,  much  noise  will  be  made  on  the  subject, 
but  most  well-informed  persons  are  agreed  in 
believing  that  the  movement  will  never  attain 
a  dangerous  character. 

* 

*  * 

The  change  of  personnel  in  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  received  a 
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due  share  of  journalistic  attention.  The  news- 
paper comments  on  tliis  topic  have  already  heeu 
separately  reproduced  ill  these  columns.  But 
among  the  articles  since  published,  there  is  one 
that  deserves  a  passing  notice.  Some  papers 
having  attacked  Count  Ito  on  the  ground  that 
he  has  made  Count  Goto  alone  shoulder  the 
responsibility  for  the  relaxation  of  discipline  in 
the  Noshomusho,  the  Hochi  Shimbun  observes 
that  it,  too.  is  of  the  same  way  of  thinking,  but 
that  it  has  refrained  from  blaming  the  Pre- 
mier on  that  account,  became  there  are  weightier 
questions  on  which  he  must  be  held  responsible 
for  in  the  sixth  session  of  the  Diet.  One  of  these 
matters  is  that  the  Diet  has  been  dissolved  for 
no  assigned  reason. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE   FIRE   AT   E  NOSH  IMA. 

Details  of  the  recent  fire  at  Enoshima  are 
published  by  the  vernacular  press.    The  total 
number  of  houses  in  this  favourite  summer 
resort  is  175.    Of  these  no,  standing  on  the 
western  side  of  the  village,  are  occupied  by 
keepers  of  inns  and  restaurants  and  by  sellers 
of  local  products.    The  remaining  65  houses, 
located  on  the  eastern  side,  are  occupied  by 
fishermen.    Of  these  latter  houses,  no  less  than 
61  were  destroyed  by  the  fire.    It  broke  out  at 
2  a.m.  on  the  14th  instant  in  a  shop  where 
fishing-gear  was  sold.     The  inmates  of  the  shop 
were  a  man  and  his  wife,  and  it  appears  that 
the  former  was  subject  to  constant  epileptic  fits. 
The  day,  on  the  morning  of  which  the  cata- 
strophe occurred,  was  set  for  a  fair,  and  the 
man,  Watanabe  Kamisaburo,  having  made  pre- 
parations for  the  occasion,  went  to  bed  leaving 
a  lighted  kerosene  lamp  hanging  beside  his 
head.    Owing  to  some  unexplained  cause,  the 
lamp  fell  and  set  the  mats  on  fire,  the  flames 
rapidly  communicating  with  the  ceiling.  Sud- 
denly roused  from  his  sleep  by  sucli  a  cause, 
the  man  fell   into  an  epileptic    fit    and  lay 
insensible.     His  wife,  sleeping    in   the  next 
room,  was  awakened  by  the  commotion,  and 
rushing  into  her  husband's  room,  made  frantic 
efforts  to  subdue  the  fire,   forgetting  in  her 
excitement  to  pay  any  attention   to  her  hus- 
band's condition.    Failing  in  her  efforts,  she 
was  finally  driven  from  her  house  with  head  and 
arms  badly  burned.    The  sound  of  the  alarm- 
bell  quickly  summoned  the  firemen  of  the  dis- 
trict who,  after  a  struggle  of  two  hours, succeeded 
in  controlling  the  flames.    No  one   seems  to 
have  thought  about  Kamisaburo  until  all  chance 
of  rescuing  him  was  lost.    He  was  burnt  to  a 
cinder.    The  unfortunate  fisher-folk  who  have 
been  rendered  homeless  by  this  fire  are  men  of 
very  slender   resources,    and    their  condition 
is    described    as    very   pitiable.  Fortunately 
the    richer  portion    of    the    community  not 
being   among    the    sufferers,    a  subscription 
was  quickly   raised,   with   the   result    that  a 
sum  of  450  yen  was  obtained  and  distributed 
among  the  fisher-folk,  who  received  amounts 
varying  from  6  yen  to  14  yen  each.    It  is  stated 
that  out  of  the  total  number  of  families  depriv- 
ed of  their  homes,  no  less  than  56  will  have  to 
be  supported  out  of  the  Famine  Relief  Fund. 
The  conflagration,  too,  was  not  the  only  cala 
mity  on  the  14th  instant.    Among  those  who 
hastened  to  the  scene   were    fishermen  from 
Kalase  and  Koshigoye,  between  whom  a  feud 
had  existed  for  some  time   about  a  question 
connected  with  the  gathering  of  sea- weed.  These 
hostile  factions  came  to  blows  during  the  con- 
flagration, and  several  were  wounded  on  both 
sides  before  the  police  succeeded  in  separating 
the  combatants.    The  Koshigoye  folks  are  said 
to  have  sued  their  opponents  before  the  Oda 
wara  Peace  Couit. 


the  coffee  plantations  is   comparatively  easy, 
the  Japanese  labourers  did   not  anticipate  any 
special  hardships     Hut  their  treatment  by  then 
employers   has   gradually   become   more  and 
more   brutal,    and   being   totally   ignorant  ol 
Spanish,  which  is  the  language  used  tffere,  they 
find  themselves  in  a  very  evil  plight.    The  letter 
adds  that  according  to  their  original  contract, 
they  were  to  receive  ten  dollars  a  month  in  the 
currency  of  either  Guatemala  or  America,  but 
since  the  latter  is  more  than  twice  as  valuable 
as  the  former,  their  salary  has  naturally  been 
paid  in  the   cheaper  currency,  while  on  the 
other  hand  the  price  of  commodities  is  said  to 
be  three  times  as  high  as  in  Hawaii.  Render 
ed  desperate  by  suffering,  twenty-one  of  the 
Japanese  labourers  fled   from   the  plantation 
where  they  were  employed,  but  ten  were  cap- 
tured and  thrown  into  prison  where  one  of  them 
died.     The    letter  concludes  with  a  piteous 
prayer  for  aid,  but  the  statements  which  we  have 
quoted  seem  inherently  so  improbable  that  our 
readers  will  be  disposed  to  withhold  credence. 


DIPLOMATISTS 


JAPANESE   YOUTHS  AND  FOREIGN 

It  is  not  easy,  and  happily  there  is  no  necessity, 
to  determine  whether  patriotism  or  thirst  for 
notoriety  inspires  the  Japanese  youths  who  con- 
stitute themselves  the  political  Paladins  of  the 
time.    They  do  not  work  much  mischief,  after 
all,  and  the  only  difference  that  we  can  detect 
between  them  and  their  counterparts  in  other 
countries  is  that   the  Japanese  lad  possesses 
greater  assurance  and  blander  faith  in  the  fruits 
of  his  efforts,  doubtless  because  experience  has 
not  yet  fully  taught  him  that  there  is  a  place  for 
everything,  even  a  half-fledged  lad,  and  that 
everything  ought  to  be  kept  in  its  place.  What, 
in  sum,  is  a  newspaper  editor  but  a  soshi  ?  Has 
the  average  editor  any  better  title  than  the  soshi 
to  pen  daily  panaceas  for  every  crisis  of  life  or 
politics?    A  bubbling  youth  fresh  from  school, 
or  a  disappointed  old  man  whom  the  world  has 
kicked  into  a  mood  of  constant  snarl  gets  access 
to   a  printing-press   and    a   circle   of  patient 
readers,  and  devotes  himself  daily  to  teaching 
everybody,  from  a  Minister  of  State  to  a  con- 
stable, how  to  do  his  duty  and  to  setting  every- 
body by  the  ears.     What  is  this  individual  but 
a  soshi  of  the  most  blatant  kind,  who,  but  for 
the  protection  of  his  pen  and  his  position,  would 
be  deported  or  tabooed  double  quick?    All  the 
men  who  by  their  own  failures  have  qualified 
to  set  the  world  straight  cannot  become  news- 
paper editors.    But  they  can  at  least  use  their 
pens  by  the  aid  of  the  post.    Ttiat  is  what  some 
Tokyo  lads,  calling  themselves  the  Japanese 
ising  generation,  have  lately  been  doing.  Not 
ash  enough  to  commit   a   detailed  statement 
of   their   views   to  paper,   they  confine  them- 
selves to  misty  hints  of  important  notions  for 
which  they  desire  the   most  illustrious  audi- 
ence procurable.     Hence  they  address  them- 
selves to  the   Foreign    Representatives   or  to 
other  prominent  foreigners,  seeking  interviews, 
and  occasionally  supplementing  their  requests  by 
classical  but  vague  announcements  of  deadly 
earnestness.    They  do  not  obtain  these  inter- 
views.   Perhaps  if  any  of  the  Foreign  Repre- 
sentatives were  so  exceedingly  kind  as  to  receive 
the   poor  lads,  and  dispel  the  ignorance  that 
torments  them,   useful   leaven    might    be  set 
working  in  the  mass  of  sillv  agitation  created 
by  Messrs.  Abei,  Oi,  el  hoc  genus  omne.  But 
that  scarcely  lies  within  the  functions  of  a  Mini- 
ster Plenipotentiary.   Instead,  therefore,  of  being 
admitted  to  Chanceries,  and  accorded  the  pri- 
vilege of  a  colloquy  with  a  Sovereign's  Repre- 
sentative, the  ambitious  youths  have  been  re- 
duced to  a  police  audience,  and  we  understand 
that  their  eloquence  has  not  survived  the  ordeal. 


her  determination  not  to  return  alive  unless  she 
could  return  successlul,  and  not  to  shrink  from 
any  sacrifice  that  the  pursuit  of  her  object  might 
involve.     Her  courage  was  soon  tested,  for  the 
money  she  carried  with  her — enough  for  three 
years'  sustenance — having   been   lost  through 
some  unexplained  misfortune,  she  found  herself 
peniless  soon  after  landing  in  San  Francisco. 
Thus  compelled  to  eain  her  bread  by  menial  oc- 
cupations, she  nevertheless  clung  tenaciously  to 
her  studious  purpose,  and  in  May,  1890,  she  suc- 
ceeded in  graduating  in  the  English  and  French 
courses  at  Alameda  College.     About  that  time, 
Mr.  Narabara,  then  President  of  the  Japan  Rail- 
way Company  and  now  Governor  of  Okinawa, 
arrived  in  San  Franc'isco  on  a  tour  of  inspection 
of  American  railroads.     Struck  by  the  spirit 
and  perseverance  of  Miss  Sono,  he  made  her 
a  present  of  money  which  enabled  her  to  carry 
out  her  long  cherished  aim  of  moving  to  Chi- 
cago and  entering  the  training  school  there. 
Soon  afterwards  she  was  invited  to  lake  up  the 
post  of  Japanese  teacher  in   the   New  York 
Training  School,  where   she   remained  until 
May,  1891,  then  setting  out  on  a  tour  to  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  the  United  States  to  study  their 
social  and  domestic  conditions,  and  to  give 
accurate  information  about  her  own  country. 
A  speech  delivered  by  her  at  a  meeting  of  (lie 
World's  Temperance  Society  in  Boston,  attracted 
much  attention,  not  less  on  account  of  its  matter 
than  for  the  sake  of  the  thorough  knowledge  of 
English   it  displayed.     This   American  tour 
being  concluded  in  December  of  the  same  year, 
Miss  Sono  crossed  to  England,  travelled  through 
a  great  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  then 
visited  France  and  other  European  countries, 
finally  returning  to  Japan  after  eight  years  of 
study,  sojourn  and  travel  in  foreign  lands,  dur- 
ing which  time  she  managed  to  support  her- 
self, with  the  exception  of  "the  money  given  to 
her  by  Mr.  Narabara.    It  is  certainly  a  remark- 
able record.    Miss  Sono  is  now  forty  years  of 
age.    We  read  that  she  is  about  to  start  an  in- 
stitution for  the  training  and  education  of  fe- 
males, and  that  she  has  received  promises  of 
substantial  help  from   many    foreign  friends. 
While  in  America  she  wrote  and  published  a 
book  called  "  Female  Reform,"  of  which  5,000 
copies  were  sold. 


JAPANESE   LABOURERS  IN  GUATEMALA. 

We  read  in  the  Nippon  that  150  Japanese  la- 
bourers now  in  Guatemala  have  fallen  into  a 
state  of  great  distress.  A  letter  sent  by  one  of 
them  to  a  Japanese  in  Honolulu  says  that  as 
the  climate  of  Guatemala  resembles  that  of 
Hawaii,  and  as  the  work  to  be  done  there  on 


MISS  SONO  TERU. 

This  is  the  name  of  a  Japanese  lady  whose 
achievements  really  seem  to  deserve  the  notice 
they  receive  from  the  vernacular  press.  In 
December,  1885,  she  set  out  for  America,  resolv- 
ed to  equip  herself  for  the  accomplishment  of 
her  life-long  purpose,  the  improvement  of  Japa- 
nese women.  Her  enthusiasm  amounted  almost 
to  fanaticism,  for  on  the  eve  of  her  departure 
she  composed  two  poems,  in  which  she  declared 


EXPORTERS  AND  SILVER. 

Mr.  Lionel  Carden,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Consul  in  Mexico,  in  a  report  on  the  effects  of 
what  he  calls  the  depreciation  of  silver,  observes 
that  nothing  but  good  can  result  to  exporters. 
This  dictum  is  quoted  with  apparent  approval  by 
the  North  China  Daily  News.  Both  Mr.  Carden 
and  our  Shanghai  contemporary  seem  to  ignore 
facts  that  have  been  forced  upon  the  attention 
of  foreigners  engaged  in  the  export  trade  of  the 
Orient.    It  is  certainly  a  reasonable  assumption 
that  exporters  who  buy  with  silver  and  sell  for 
gold  should  be  distinctly  benefited  by  the  latter's 
appreciation  in  terms  of  the  former.    In  some 
classes  of.  commodities,  this  is  absolutely  true, 
for  example,  in  the  case  of  goods  not  subject  to 
keen  competition.    But  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider a  staple,  the  export  of  which  goes  on  re- 
gularly, which,  owing  to  keen  competition  offers 
only  a  very  small  margin  of  profit,  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  crippling  influence  of  a  fluctuating 
medium  of  exchange  may  hamper  business  to 
an  exient  not  compensated  by  any  impetus  that 
the  appreciation  of  gold  can  give.  A  merchant's 
hands  are  effectually  tied  when  he  knows  that 
whereas  his  margin  of  profit  is  at  most  5  per 
cent.,  and  whereas  an  interval  of  at  least  three 
months   must   elapse   before   realizing   on  his 
purchases,  he  may  find  at  the  end  of  one  month, 
or  even  less,  that  owing  to  a  further  rise  in  the 
silver  price  of  gold,  the  same  goods  can  be  pur- 
chased  seven,    eight,    or   even   ten    per  cent, 
cheaper.    That  means,   of  course,   that  he  re- 
duces his  transactions  to  the  nairowest  possible 
limit:  does  a  hand-to-mouth  business,  in  fact. 
The    purchaser    of   goods    On  the  other  side 
is  similarly   affected,    for    being    always  un- 
certain   whether    better    terms    may    not  be 
procurable  within  a  short  period  according  to 
exchange  fluctuations,  he  too  restiicts  his  opera- 
tions.   The  final  consequence  of  all  this  must 
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be  10  diminish  the  volume  of  the  export  trade, 
or  at  any  fate  to  greatly  reduce  the  impetus 
generally  supposed  to  be  imparled  to  it  by  the 
appreciation  of  gold.  These  considerations  are 
not  of  uniform  applicability,  but  they  certainly 
must  be  taken  into  account,  and  in  view  of  them, 
it  is  obviously  misleading  to  say,  as  Mr.  Carden 
says,  that  the  fall  of  silver  does  nothing  but  good 
to  exporters.^  

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Wk  acknowledge  receipt,  through  Messrs.  Dod- 
well,  Carlill  &  Company,  of  "Wright's  Auslia- 
lian,  India,  China,  and  Japan  Trade  Directory 
and  Gazetter,"  a  compendious  volume  which 
includes  also  Canada,  South  and  Central 
America,  Mexico,  West  Indies,  and  South 
Africa,  being  a  hand-book  of  trades,  profes- 
sions, commerce,  and  manufactures  in  the 
places  mentioned.  This  is  the  fourth  edition 
of  the  work,  and  it  is  corrected  up  to  date.  It  is 
well  printed,  carefully  edited,  and  arranged  in  a 
most  handy  manner.  The  publisher's  office  is 
121,  Fulton-street,  New  York,  but  the  volume, 
which  should  be  in  the  office-library  of  every 
business  man  who  desires  to  be  au  courrant 
with  commercial  affairs,  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Agencies  of  Messrs.  Thos.  Cook  and  Sons. 
We  have  also  received  from  the  same  office 
"  Wright's  World's  Fair  Catalogue  of  Exhibitors 
and  leading  Manufacturers  of  Great  Britain." 
This  also  is  a  work  worthy  of  more  than  a  casual 
reception.  The  illustrations  are  very  fine,  while 
the  artistic  printing  and  get-up  of  the  book  is 
excellent. 


Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce, 
it  is  Viscount  Enomoto.  The  Government, 
by  this  selection,  shows  its  continued  resolu- 
tion to  preserve  a  policy  of  independence. 
Many  people  supposed  that  political  capital 
would  have  been  made  out  of  the  opportunity 
by  giving  the  vacant  portfolio  to  the  leader  of 
some  of  the  parties  in  Opposition.  But  that 
prediction  is  falsified.  It  will  also  be  remem- 
bered that  the  delay  in  accepting  Count  Goto's 
resignation  was  attributed  to  apprehension 
lest  his  retirement  from  office  should  prelude 
a  renewal  of  active  agitation  such  as  was 
fomented  by  him  in  the  days  of  the  Daido  Dan- 
ketsu.  We  do  not  believe  that  there  ever  was  a 
particle  of  truth  in  such  an  hypothesis,  but 
whether  there  was  or  was  not,  the  post  which 
the  Count  has  accepted  in  the  Imperial  House- 
hold will  effectually  preclude  any  fresh  excur- 
sion on  his  part  into  the  domain  of  party  politics. 


THE  PRESS  ON  THE  CHANGE  OF  PERSONNEL  IN 
THEM1NISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Count  Goto's  resignation  is  hailed  by  the 
vernacular  press  as  an  additional  proof  of  the 
great  power  that  public  opinion  has  gained  in 
Japan.  As  to  Viscount  Enomoto,  the  new 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the 
metropolitan  papers,  with  few  exceptions,  unite 
in  writing  about  him  in  a  tone  of  derision  and 
contempt.  We  reproduce  a  few  of  the  more 
important  articles. 


* 

*  * 


THE   OLD  SUBJECT. 

The  has  one  of  those  paragraphs  with 

which  the  public  has  become  unfortunately  only 
too  familiar.    It  is  about  Treaty  Revision,  and 
considering  how  accurately  but  differently  in- 
formed upon  this  hackneyed  subject  newspaper 
after  newspaper  has  professed  to  be  for  the  past 
ten  years,  to  say  that  the  public  mind  must  he 
bewildered  is  a  mild  way  of  stating  the  case. 
The  Kokkai's  assertions  are  these  : — That  the 
Government  induced  the  Jivu-to  to  present  the 
Treaty  Revision  Address  of  the  fourth  session  ; 
that  on  the  strength  of  the  Address  negotiations 
for  Revision  were  resumed  successfully;  that 
Great  Britain  was  brought  to  the  point  of  con- 
ceding all  Japan's  demands,  provided  that  a  five 
years'  further  lease  of  life  were  given  to  Con- 
sular Jurisdiction;  that  Russia   agreed   to  a 
revised   treaty   without  any  conditions  at  all  ; 
that  the  Japanese  negotiators  were    in  high 
spirits  at  their  success,  when  suddenly  the  ques- 
tions of  Anti-Mixed  Residence  and  Strict-En- 
forcement raised   their  heads,   threatening  to 
suggest  inconvenient  doubts  to  Foreign  Powers, 
and  to  create  a  situation  such  as  that  which 
involved  the  resignation  of  the  whole  Cabinet  a 
few  years  ago;  that,  confronted  by  these  diffi- 
culties, the  statesmen  now  in  power  have  fallen 
into  a  hesitating  mood,  and  that  they  are  un- 
certain  whether  to  suspend   the  negotiations 
until  public  opinion  attains  some  degree  of 
homogeniely  or  to  conclude  them  at  all  hazards. 
We  reproduce  these  tales,  not  because  we  seek 
to  procure  credit  for  them,  but  because,  being 
unworthy  of  any  credit  whatever,  they  are  sure 
to  be  taken  up  eagerly  by  the  Yokohama  local 
press,  and  to  be  made  a  topic  of  fresh  hysteria 
and  flutter.    Whatever  is  most  contrary  to  fact 
and  most  opposed  to  rational  probability  is  sure 
to  carry  most  weight  with  some  of  the  caterers 
for  Yokohama's  knowledge. 


THE   MINISTER  OF  STATE  FOR  AGRICULTURE 
AND  COMMERCE. 

Count  Goto's  resignation  has  now  been  offi- 
cially accepted,  and  the  portfolio  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  has  been  given  to  Vice-Admiral 
Viscount  Enomoto,  Count  Goto  becoming  a 
Lord  in  Waiting  of  the  Jako  Chamber.  It  is 
curious  that  the  possibility  of  Viscount  Eno 
moto's  appointment  was  not  foreseen  by  the 
political  prophets,  for  now  that  it  has  taken 
place  nothing  seems  more  natural  and  proper. 
Viscount  Enomoto  belongs  to  no  parly,  but 
possesses  the  confidence  of  all.  If  any  Mini- 
ster can  restore  the  forfeited  popularity  of  the 


The  Hochi  Shimbun  (Progressionist)  is  de- 
lighted with   the  resignation   of  Count  Goto, 
because  it  shows  that  public  opinion  is  ir- 
resistibly strong.    Before  public  opinion  even 
the  proverbially  obstinate  Hoshi  had  to  bow  his 
head,  and  now  a  similar    fate    has  befallen 
a  Minister  of  State  famous  for  his  policy  of 
kajiritsuki  (holding  on).     This  latest  victory 
reminds  the  Progressionist  organ  of  the  ultimate 
ohject  of  the  Opposition,  and  inspires  it  with 
new  courage  in   its  endeavours  to  pull  down 
Clan  Government  and  sweep  away  the  abuses 
accumulated  in  the  Administration.  The  Hochi 
then  proceeds  to  observe  that  the  way  in  which 
the  change  of  personnel  at  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  was  effected,  shows 
how  irresolute  and  temporizing  the  Cabinet  of 
all  the  talents  is.    However,  due  recognition, 
our  comtemporary  ironically  observes,  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  Government  on  account  of  what 
it  has  at  last  done,  imperfectly  and  tardily  no 
doubt,  for  the  maintenance  of  official  discipline. 
Nothing  belter,  perhaps,  could  have  been  hoped 
from  the  presentministry.  CountGoto's  example 
is  held  up  as  a  warning  to  all  who  greedily  cling 
to  office.    As  to  his  successor,  Viscount  Eno- 
moto, the  Hochi  remarks  that  he  has  long  since 
lost  the  energy  which  he  showed  at  the  time  of 
the  Restoration.  Had  he  retained  but  a  fragment 
of  the  manly  resolution  he  then  undoubtedly 
possessed,  he   would   not  have  consented  to 
accept  a  portfolio  under  a  Ministry  which,  at 
the  time  of  its  formation,  drove  him  from  the 
Foreign  Office.    "  If  it  be   an  honour  to  re- 
ceive a  Ministerial  appointment  simply  because 
one    happens  to   possess  neither  any  definite 
opinion    nor  any  consistency   of  action,  then 
Viscount  Enomoto  must  be  congratulated  for 
the  great  honour  he   has  just  received."  The 
only  inference  which  can  be  drawn  from  his  ap- 
pointment, in  the  Hocili's  opinion,   is  that  the 
Cabinet  was  unable  to  find  any  body  else  willing 
to  accept  the   direction   of   the  Noshomusho. 
"Under  such  circumstances  a  useless  thing,  as 
the  proverb  says,  sometimes  becomes  useful." 


some  sympathy  for  Count  Goto.  He  is 
pronounced  devoid  of  moral  principles,  but 
acknowledged  to  be  no  ordinary  man.  His 
conspicuous  ability  consists  in  intriguing,  and 
his  ambition  is  to  surprise  the  public  by  achiev- 
something  out  of  the  common.  He  is  not 
methodical  and  regular,  but  being  large  mind- 
ed, it  is  not  impossible  for  him  to  collect  about 
him  a  powerful  group  of  followers  and  once 
more  to  become  a  conspicuous  figure  in  jhe 
political  world. 

* 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  (National  Unionist)  is 
particularly  satisfied  with  Count  Goto's  resig- 
nation, because  the  celebrated  Address  to  the 
Emperor  on  the  subject  of  Official  Discipline 
was  introduced  by  the  National  Unionists.  Now 
that  the  Goto  problem  has  been  disposed  of, 
the  Cabinet  is  advised  to  use  its  efforts 
for  the  maintenance  of  strict  discipline  in 
all  blanches  of  the  Administration.  Count 
Goto  is  not,  in  our  contemporary's  opi- 
nion, a  man  of  action,  but  he  is  unrivalled 
for  skill  in  getting  up  a  destructive  agitation. 
Hence  the  course  he  may  adopt  in  the  future 
is  a  matter  of  considerable  interest.  With  re- 
gard to  Viscount  Enomoto,  our  contemporary 
regrets  to  observe  that  he  is  not  the  same  man 
as  formerly. 

* 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  (Radical)  fails  to  dis- 
cover anything  worthy  of  particular  notice  in 
the  appointment  of  Viscount  EnomoLo  to  the 
portfolio  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  He 
is  considered  to  be  merely  a  species  of  make- 
weight in  the  balance  between  the  rival  clans  of 
Satsuma  and  Choshu. 


*  * 


The  Kokumin  .Wf>«^M(philo-Progressionisl) 
states  that  non-clan  elements  in  a  dan  Govern- 
ment are  like  bran  used  in  packing  eggs  to  pre- 
vent their  collision.  Perhaps  Viscount  Enomoto 
does  not  understand  why  he  has  been  appointed 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  In 
that  case,  he  will  not  object  though  he  be  de 
prived  of  office  equally  without  reason. 

* 

*  i< 

The  Niroku  Shimbun  (friendly  to  the  move 
ment  for  treaty  enforcement)  is  not  without 


The  Jiji  Shimpo  (Independent)  had  re- 
peatedly advised  the  Cabinet  not  to  bow  to 
public  opinion  with  regard  to  the  demand  for 
Count  Goto's  resignation.  But  now  that  his 
resignation  has  been  accepted,  our  contem- 
porary sees  no  object  in  repeating  its  views. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  change  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the  Cabinet  ought 
to  have  selected  for  the  post  a  man  whose 
appointment  would  perceptibly  add  to  the 
strength  of  the  Government.  It  is  then  matter 
tor  sincere  regret  that  the  change  just  an- 
nounced is  simply  a  temporizing  measure.  Per- 
haps, the  Cabinet  could  not  help  it,  but 
such  a  change  is  extremely  ill-advised  now  that 
the  Government  is  supposed  to  be  committed 
10  a  strong  policy  agairist  the  Opposition. 
Under  the  circumstances,  the  Jiji  is  disposed 
lo  fear  that  before  long  another  change  may 
become  necessary  in  the  personnel  of  the  Mini- 
ster of  Agrieulture  and  Commerce. 

* 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  (Independent 
supporter  of  the  Government)  regrets  for  the 
sake  of  the  All-Talents  Cabinet  that  it  has  been 
necessary  for  Count  Goto  to  leave  the  Govern- 
ment. Being  still  in  good  health,  he  is  advised 
to  continue  to  devote  his  energies  to  the  cause 
of  his  Sovereign  and  his  country.  As  to  Vis- 
count Enomoto,  he  is  not  perhaps  the  best  man 
that  could  have  been  appointed  to  the  vacated 
post.  But  there  is  no  denying  that  he  possesses 
many  qualifications  for  the  portfolio  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce,  for  he  has  wide  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  industrial  matters.  Con- 
sequently the  Government  may  be  satisfied 
with  having  obtained  a  worthy  successor  to 
Count  Goto  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce.  In  conclusion,  our  contem- 
porary advises  the  Cabinet  to  pursue  with  inflex- 
ible purpose  the  strong  and  resolute  policy  it 
seems  to  have  adopted  towards  the  Opposition. 


A  PROJECT  FOR  YOKOHAMA. 

The  organization  of  a  warehouse  company  is 
said  to  be  projected  by  the  Japanese  merchants 
in  Yokohama  engaged  in  foreign  commerce. 
The  old  standing  difficulties  between  the  five 
guilds  into  which  the  traders  of  the  port  are 
divided  do  not  appear  to  be  entirely  settled  as 
yet,  but  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Kawada,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Japan,  were  expected  to  be 


Jan.  2J,  1804.] 


THK    JAPAN    WKKKI.Y  MAIL. 


101 


successful  in  restoring  harmony,  and  so  scon 
as  that  desirable    result  is  attained  tlie  ward 
liouse  company  can  he  started  with  every  hope 
of  success.     Already  more  lhan  350  supporters 
of   the    movement  have  sent   in  their  names, 
and  in  order  to  attract  still  wider  cooperation, 
the  following  circular  has  heen  issued  : — "  The 
mercantile  transactions  of  this  port  having  now 
attained  a  state  of  great  prosperity,  and  the 
establishment  of  two  or  three  exchanges  being 
imminent,  the  want  of  union    warehouses  is 
keenly   felt.    At    present    the    warehouses  in 
possession    of  foreign  merchants   have  to  he 
relied  on  for  the  storage  of  goods,  a  state  of 
affairs  gravely  disadvantageous  to  the  Japanese 
in  their  business  with  foreigners.   An  association 
has  already  been  organized  to  meet  the  need, 
but  owing  to  defective  arrangements,  the  con- 
templated objects  have  not  yet  been  attained, 
It  is  now  proposed   to  organize  a  new  com- 
pany which  shall  take  over  the  warehouses  and 
land  of  the  existing  association,  and  shall  bring 
into  useful  working  order  this  important  part  of 
the  mechanism  of  trade." 


ed,  the  natural  assumption,  from  his  profession, 
would  be  that  it  is  to  one  of  the  Law  ( JfflceS,  bul 
\\f.  have  not  heard  ol  a  vacancy  on  tin:  bench 
which  would  admit  ol  the  promotion  of  any  ol 

the* present  Law  Oilkeis  oi  the  Crown,  and 

thereby  leave  a  opening  for  Mr.  Leese,  and  in 
addition,  distinguished  as  a  lawyer  though  this 
gentleman  is,  there  are  several  other  members 
of  the  profession  among  the  Liberal  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  such  as  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  Reid,  and  Mr.  Haldane,  far  exceed- 
ing him  in  professional  eminence  and  with 
much  greater  claims  on  their  party  for  past 
political  services. 


POLITICAL  CHANGES  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  Right  Honorable  Edward  Stanhope,  of 
whose  death  we  have  learned  by  the  last  Ame- 
rican mail,  though  comparatively  speaking  a 
young  man,  had  sat  in  Parliament  as  a  Conser- 
vative for  nearly  20  years,  during  the  whole  of 
which  period  he  always  held  office  while  the 
Conservative  Government  was  in  power,  and 
was  in  the  Cabinet  since  Lord  Salisbury's  first 
Administration  in  1885,  first  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  next  as  Secretary  of  Stale  for 
the  Colonies,  and  finally,  succeeding  the  late 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  on  the  latter's  appointment 
as  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  consequent  on  the 
resignation  of  that  office  by  Lord  Salisbury,  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department.  Mr. 
Stanhope  was  one  of  the  brilliant  galaxy  of 
young  men  who  were  introduced  into  politics  by 
the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield,  but  though  his  advance- 
ment was  rapid,  lie  never  occupied  a  foremost 
position  among  Parliamentary  debaters.  He 
was,  at  the  same  time,  always  regarded  as  a 
capable  and  industrious  administrator  of  the 
work  of  the  various  Departments  over  which  he 
from  time  to  time  presided.    The  credit  of  call- 
ing together  the  Colonial  Conference  belonged 
to  him,  but  as  War  Secretary,  he  was  generally 
regarded  by  the  military  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  as  being  opposed  to  army  reform. 
At  the  last  general  election,  he  was  returned  to 
Parliament  by  a  majority  of  738,  in  a  constitu- 
ency of  9,500  voters;  in  1885,  he  was  return- 
ed by  an  equally  large  majority,  and  in  the 
interval  he  was  twice  elected  unopposed,  first 
at  the  general  election  of  1886,  and  secondly  on 
assuming  office,  so  that  it  is  extremely  unlikely 
that  his  death  will  cause  any  change  in  the  bal- 
ance of  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
* 

*  * 

The  vacancy  in  the  Accringto:)  division  of 
Lancashire,  of  the  election  in  which  we  have 
also  heard  by  the  last  American  mail,  must 
have  been  caused  by  the  necessity  of  Mr.  Leese 
seeking  re-election  on  appointment  to  some 
office  in  the  Government,  as  that  gentleman 
has  represented  this  constituency  since  the 
general  election.    The  majority  by  which  he 
has  now  been  returned  appears  to  be  only  275, 
in  a  constituency  of  over  12,000  voters,  while 
h  was,  at  the  general  election,  547.  On  the  other 
hand,  his  victory  then  was  a  gain  of  a  seat  to  the 
Liberal  party,  Accrington  having  been  represent- 
ed in  the  last  parliament  by  a  conservative,  the 
same  gentleman  who  appears  to  have  opposed 
Mr.  Leese's  return  on  the  present  occasion,  Mr. 
Hermon  Hodge.  This  gentleman  has  contested 
Accrington  no  less  than  four  times,  once  suc- 
cessfully in  1886,  and  three  times  unsuccessfully 
in  1885,  1893,  and  now.    Mr.  Leese  is  well 
known  in  two  rather  dissimilar  capacities,  as  a 
distinguished  Q.C.,  and  a  leader  on  the  northern 
circuit,  and  as  a  very  excellent  cricketer.  He  is 
also  recognised  as  a  powerful  platform  speaker, 
but  he  has  not  hitherto  made  much  mark  as  a 
Parliamentary  debater.    As  to  the  office  in  the 
Government  to  which  he  may  have  been  appoint- 


CHliSS  IN  TOKYO. 

A  match  at  chess  between  the  Clubs  of  Tokyo 
and  Yokohama  will  he  played  at  the  rooms  ol 
the  former  in  the  Hotel  Melropole  on  the  3rd 
proximo,  beginning  at  3  p.m.  and  ending  at  7 
p.m.,  when  the  players  will  all  dine  together. 
There  will  be  about  ten  combatants  on  each 
side,  and  a  stout  fight  may  be  expected.  When 
the  last  match  took  place  between  the  Yoko- 
hama Club  and  some  players  of  Tokyo,  there 
did  not  exist  any  regularly  organized  Club  in 
the  capital,  and  in  order  to  arrange  a  contest,  it 
was  necessary  that  a  few  players  who  met  oc- 
casionally in  a  desultory  way  in  the  Rokumei- 
kan,  should  accept  Yokohama's  challenge.  A 
considerable  circle  of  Tokyo  lovers  of  the  game 
were  thus  excluded,  not  being  members  of  the 
Rokumeikan.  Still,  a  well  contested  battle 
ensued,  and  neither  side  could  claim  the 
victory.  Since  that  time  Tokyo  has  lost, 
in  Baron  Biegelehen,  one  of  its  very  besi 
players.  Moreover,  some  of  the  Rokumeikan 
players  will  not  be  included  in  the  team 
for  the  3rd  proximo.  Their  absence,  however, 
will  probably  be  more  lhan  compensated  by  the 
new  champions  which  the  Club  in  the  Hotel 
Melropole  possesses,  and  we  look  to  see  a  very 
even  match.  Its  interest,  too,  will  be  further 
enhanced  by  the  fact  that  on  this  occasion  the 
players  are  not  to  be  pitted  by  lot,  but  will  be 
chosen  from  each  team  with  as  close  attention 
as  possible  to  their  relative  merits.  In  the  for- 
mer match  chance  was  left  to  decide  the  op- 
ponents, so  that  strong  players  on  one  side 
found  themselves  seated  opposite  weak  on  the 
other.  The  President  of  the  Tokyo  Club,  Mr.  W. 
B.  Mason,  seems  to  have  taken  much  pains  to 
arrange  the  preliminaries  of  this  match,  and  we 
are  persuaded  that  it  will  prove  a  success. 
* 


each  of  the  distiicts  under  their  jurisdiction. 

Tin:  Governors  had  a  good  many  questions  lo 
ask  aboOl  the   practical   application  and  inter* 

pretation  of  the  Law  of  Elections,  Their  queries. 

weie  answered  in  full  by  Mr.  Suyemalsu 
Kencho,  Head  of  (he  Law  bureau  in  the  Home 
Department. 

» 

It  seems  to  us  a  pity  that  so  mucli  secrecy  is 
observed  wilh  regard  lo  the  instructions  given 
by  the  Adminislralion  to  the  Local  Governors 
and  Chiefs  of  Police.    All  sorts  of  allegations 
were  circulated  during  and  after  the  last  elections 
about  the  altitude  of  officials,  and  as  people  were 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  instructions  under  which 
the  local  authorities  acted,  there  was  no  limit  to 
suspicion  and  conjecture.     Perhaps  publicity 
could  not  have  been  employed  upon  that  occa- 
sion without  some  inconvenience  :  so  at  least  it 
is  vehemently  asserted  by  the  Opposition.  But 
no  one  imagines  for  a  moment  that  the  present 
Cabinet  has  any  idea  of  unduly  exercising  offi- 
cial authority  to  secure  the  return  of  candidates 
favourable  lo  itself.    So  soon,  however,  as  the 
contest  in  the  election  distiicts  becomes  keen, 
we    may    be    sure    that  accusations    of  par- 
tiality will  be   liberally  preferred   against  the 
Government,    and    in    view    of  "that  contin- 
gency, it  would  seem  a  wise  measure  to  let 
people  know  as  clearly  as  possible  what  in- 
structions have  actually  been  issued.    We  can- 
not see  why  privacy  should  be  necessary,  and 
we  can  see  a  great  many  reasons  against  its 
expediency.  


PERSONAL  ITEMS. 

Now  that  Count  Goto  lias  left  the  Government, 
people  are  asking  what  lie  will  do  next.  Many 
seem  to  believe  that  he  will  organize  a  political 
party,  but  it  seems  most  unlikely  that  holding 
the  office  which  he  has  accepted  he  will  place 
himself  in  opposition  to  the  Ministry.  Some 
well-informed  persons  are  doubtful  whether  he 
could  succeed  in  collecting  about  him  more 
than  thirty  or  forty  followers  at  most.  A  few  of 
the  Tosa  section  of  the  Radical  Party,  and  men 
like  Mr.  Oye  Taku,  Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro,  and 
so  forth,  would  probably  flock  to  his  standard, 
were  it  raised,  which  is  at  present  very  doubtful. 
There  is  a  rumour  that  he  entertains  the  project 
of  publishing  a  newspaper. 


* 

•  * 


Our  local  chess  players  may  be  interested  to 
learn  that  their  deeds  are  not  unnoticed  at  home. 
Here  is  an  extract  from  The  Times  of  Decem- 
ber 3rd: — "The  Japan  Daily  Mail,  which 
contains  a  really  high-class  chess  column,  gives 
a  very  interesting  account  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Club  at  Tokyo.  This  is  the  second  in  the 
Island  Empire,  the  other  being  the  Yokohama 
Club.  Here  is  a  very  good  ending  in  a  cor- 
respondence game  (Guiolo  Piano)  between  two 
members  of  the  new  club.  (Here  follow  a 
diagram  and  moves  of  the  ending  of  a  game 
played  between  Messrs.  Walz  and  Cox,  which 
was  published  in  the  same  number  of  the  Mail.) 


MEETING  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNORS. 

Yesterday  the  much-talked-of  meeting  of  Local 
Governors  was  held  in  the  Department  of 
Home  Affairs.  His  Excellency  Count  Inouye, 
Minister  of  the  Department,  the  Vice-Minister, 
Mr.  Watanabe,  and  the  heads  of  Bureaux  were 
present.  Count  Inouye  opened  the  proceed- 
ings with  a  speech  of  which  the  press  will  not 
have  any  verbatim  report.  It  appears,  however, 
that  the  speech  was  of  no  great  length,  and 
that  the  Minister  confined  himself  to  impress- 
ing upon  his  hearers  the  absolute  importance 
of  maintaining  a  strictly  neutral  attitude  in  the 
coming  general  elections;  of  enforcing  all  the 
laws  relating  to  elections  with  unfailing  im- 
partiality, and  of  taking  steps  to  procure  ab- 
solute uniformity  of  treatment  for  electors 
and  candidates  in  every  part  of  the  Empire. 
On  the  conclusion  of  the  speech,  the  Go- 
vernors were  invited  in  turn  to  give  a  ver- 
bal statement  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in 


A  report  has  been  circulated  in  the  capital, 
to  the  effect  that  both  Count  Okuma,  and 
Count  Itagaki,  have  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  enter  the  Cabinet.  There  is  evidently 
not  a  particle  of  truth  in  the  story.  The  Ho- 
chi  Shimbtifi  states,  on  the  authority  of 
a  member  of  Count  Okuma's  household,  that 
the  Progressionist  leader  has  of  late  been  in- 
fested by  a  troop  of  unknown  interviewers.  To 
these  persons  are  ascribed  the  fabrication  of 
baseless  rumours  now  circulated  about  the 
Count.  As  to  Count  Itagaki,  the  organs  of  his 
Party  do  not  even  deign  to  take  notice  of  the 
above  mentioned  report,  but  the  Jiyu.  does  not 
scruple  to  ridicule  the  Progressionist  Party  by 
giving  prominence  to  the  rumour  so  far  as  it 
concerns  Count  Okuma. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Ito  Miyoji,  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Cabi- 
net, is  now  a  very  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
political  world.  The  papers  say  innumerable 
things  about  him,  but  all  agree  in  considering 
him  a  very  influential  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  usual  title  given  him  is  "Minister 
without  a  portfolio."  The  Meiji  Shimbun 
recently  had  a  long  article  about  him.  In  it 
he  was  described  as  the  real  Minister  President 
of  State.  In  character  and  ability  he  was  stated 
to  be  equal  to  Messrs.  Hoshi  Toru,  Shimada 
Saburo,  Ooka  Ikuzo,  and  Inouye  Kakugoro 
rolled  into  one.  "  Count  Ito,''  said  our  con- 
temporary, "is  a  great  statesman,  but  seeing 
that  he  is  under  the  sway  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
the  latter  must  be  regarded  as  a  still  greater 
statesman."  The  object  of  these  articles  was 
no  doubt  to  discredit  the  Ministers  of  State. 
* 

*  * 

Viscount  Tani,  as  already  noticed  in  these 
columns,  was  at  one  time  reported  to  be  dis- 


102 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[Jan.  27,  1894. 


disposed  to  enter  the  Cabinet.  The  rumour 
was  without  foundation.  But  as  the  Viscount 
is  understood  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the 
Premier,  the  story  at  first  attracted  some  atten- 
tion. Here  is  the  account  of  an  interview  which 
the  Mainichi  Shimbuu's  representative  recently 
had  with  the  Viscount  on  this  subject.  "  I  was 
astonished  "  said  the  Viscount,  "  at  the  report 
when  it  appeared  in  the  papers.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  there  was  no  truth  in  it.  Some 
time  ago,  I  visited  the  Premier  at  his  resi- 
dence at  Isarago,  in  company  with  Viscount 
Watanabe.  Our  object  was  to  give  well  meant 
advice  to  Count  Ito  on  the  subject  of  treaty 
enforcement.  We  talked  together  for  several 
hours.  Subsequently,  on  the  171I1  instant,  I  was 
attending  the  funeral  of  the  late  Dr.  Hagiwara 
at  Yanaka,  when  a  letter  was  handed  to  me  by 
a  messenger  from  Count  Ito.  In  it  he  thanked 
me  for  my  visit  to  him,  and  stated  his  views  on 
the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  members  of 
the  Upper  House — a  subject  discussed  at  our 
last  interview.  The  Premier's  letter  did  not  say 
anything  as  to  the  alleged  offer  of  a  Ministerial 
post  to  me.  But  since  the  letter  was  delivered 
to  me  in  the  presence  of  a  crowd  of  curious 
people,  the  report  now  circulated  about  me  no 
doubt  origiiTaled  in  that  circumstance. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Fukuzawa  Yukichi  is  said  to  be  wisely 
opposed  to  the  young  graduates  of  his  Univer- 
sity competing  at  the  next  election  of  the  Diet. 
His  advice  to  young  men  is  to  turn  their  back 
on  politics  and  engage  in  business. 


CLARENDON  HOUSE. 

The  lofty  building  standing  on  No.  26,  Water- 
street,  now  known  asClarendonHonse,  wasform- 
ally  opened  on  Saturday  afternoon,  when  a  large 
number  of  residents  accepted  the  invitation  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Staniland  to  view  the  rooms. 
Mr.  Staniland  lias  leased  the  upper  three  storeys 
of  the  big  building,  which  Mr.  Sarda  has  just 
built,  and  intends  to  use  them  for  the  purposes 
of  a  private  or  temperance  hotel,  and  more 
suitable  premises  could  not  be  found  in  Yoko- 
hama. The  arrangement  of  the  various  floors 
display  all  the  constructive  qualities  which  are 
Mr.  Sarda's  characteristic,  the  plan  of  the 
whole  structure  being  simple  and  effective. 
The  building,  which  has  a  handsome  exterior, 
is  even  more  attractive  inside,  owing  to  the 
large  amount  of  Oregon  pine  used  for  flooring, 
panelling,  and  also  for  the  staircases  which 
connect  the  various  floors.  From  the  third  and 
fourth  stories  of  the  house  spacious  views  can 
be  obtained  of  the  surroundings  of  Yokohama, 
comprising  many  charming  stretches  of  land 
and  sea-scape,  while  the  prospect  from  the  roof 
is  unsurpassed  for  extent  and  variety. 


A  DYING  DELUDER. 

Two  youths,  Ikeda  and  Sugino,  lodged  in  a 
boarding-house  at  Kanda,  Tokyo.  They  be- 
came intimate  and  used  to  go  on  pleasure- 
excursions  together.  Ikeda  was  a  student  in 
the  electrical  course  at  the  University  and  a  be- 
liever in  Buddhism,  but  Sugino  had  embraced 
Christianity  and  was  studying  to  be  a  pastor. 
They  often  discussed  the  merits  of  their  re- 
spective creeds,  but  without  any  apparent  effect 
upon  one  another.  In  process  of  time  both 
graduated.  Ikeda  became  an  official  in  the 
Government  service,  and  Sugino  a  Christian 
pastor.  Living  in  different  quarters  of  the  city, 
and  pursuing  their  respective  callings  zealously, 
the  two  men  saw  less  and  less  of  each  other, 
and  ultimately  their  intercourse  ceased  altoge- 
ther. One  day,  however,  Sugino,  having  no 
occupation  other  than  to  muse  over  his  own 
achievements,  conceived  the  idea  of  calling 
upon  his  quondam  friend,  Ikeda,  for  he  argued 
that  a  man  so  zealous  in  the  Buddhist  faith 
would  make  an  equally  earnest  Christian  were 
he  won  over  to  the  tenets  of  the  Nazarene.  Thus 
the  suspended  discussions  were  renewed.  Ikeda 
did  not  seem  at  all  influenced  by  his  friend's 
arguments,  but  after  a  lime,  being  attacked  by 
a  severe  malady,  he  received  special  attention 
and  kindness  from  Sugino,  who  meanwhile  lost 
no  opportunity  of  pursuing  his  original  object. 
By  and  by  Ikeda,  having  apparently  only  a  few 


days  to  live,  told  his  friend  that  he  had  been 
convinced  by  his  arguments,  and  that  he  was 
resolved  to  embrace  the  Christian  faith.  He 
further  asked  Sugino  to  undertake  all  the  ar- 
rangements connected  with  his  funeral.  The 
young  pastor  was  much  elated  at  having,  as  he 
supposed,  saved  a  soul,  and  piesently,  Ikeda 
dying,  Sugino  proceeded  to  his  house  with 
some  twenty  fellow  Christians  to  perform  the 
funeral  ceremony.  The  service  was  duly  read, 
and  the  body  subsequently  placed  in  the 
coffin.  But  during  tin's  operation  a  letter 
was  discovered  in  the  hand-writing  of  the 
deceased.  Brief  and  conclusive,  it  declar- 
ed that  Ikeda  had  died  a  faithful  Buddhist, 
and  that  his  profession  of  Christianity  had 
been  made  simply  to  escape  the  importunities 
of  his  over-zealous  friend.  The  document 
concluded  by  saying  that  the  funeral-rites 
must  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Bud- 
dhist ritual,  and  that  no  Christian  should  be 
suffered  to  cross  the  threshold  of  his  house 
after  his  death.  The  story  ends  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  discomfiture  of  the  disappointed 
Christians.  That,  indeed,  is  its  whole  point. 
But  Christians  will  probably  think  that  if  these 
are  the  tricks  to  which  moribund  Buddhists 
resort,  nobody  need  grudge  them  a  monopoly 
of  their  devices. 


AGE   CANNOT  WITHER  HER. 

Notwithstanding  her  more  than  forty  years 
of  hard  public  service,  Adelina  Patti  continues 
to  pursue  her  career  as  strenuously  and  dili- 
gently as  if  she  were  still  a  struggling  aspirant, 
seeking  to  lay  the  foundations  of  fame  and 
fortune.  Ever  since  i860  she  has  held  the  first 
position  on  the  lyric  stage  of  Europe,  and  ten 
years  before  that  date,  she  had  made  her  name 
distinguished  throughout  America.  Her  first 
appearance  was  in  early  childhood,  and  when 
she  conquered  the  capitals  of  the  old  world  she 
had  not  reached  the  age  of  twenty.  For  nearly 
thirty-five  years  she  has  reigned  supreme  in 
her  department  of  the  musical  world,  yet  she 
has  never  once  relaxed  her  training,  nor  modi- 
fied the  severe  habits  of  discipline  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  her  artistic  superiority.  At 
her  age, — which  is  somewhat  over  fifty,  although 
she  might  easily  pass  for  less  than  forty, — a 
prima  donna  is  ordinarily  content  to  abide  by 
the  repertory  in  which  her  triumphs  have  been 
won  ;  but  Patti  shows  no  abatement  of  her  youth- 
ful energy,  and  only  a  few  months  ago  she 
undertook  the  laborious  task  of  studying  and 
"creating,"  the  principal  role  of  anew  opera 
brought  out  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  The 
woik  is  entitled  "  Gabriella,"  and  was  composed 
by  an  Italian  named  Pizzi,  formerly  a  fellow- 
student  with  Mascagni,  the  writer  of  "  Cavalleria 
Rusticana,"  and  now  a  naturalized  American 
citizen.  The  industry  of  the  indefatigable  little 
cantatrice  seems  to  have  been  rewarded  by  a 
fresh  and  striking  success.  The  popular  ver- 
dict that  age  cannot  wither  her  is  not  sufficient 
for  her  ambition.  She  is  likewise  resolved  that 
custom  shall  not  stale  the  variety  of  her  de- 
lightful performances. 


MEMORIAL  TO  I.OWBLL  IN  WESTMINSTER  ABBEY, 

A  memorial  to  James  Russell  Lowell,  to  stand 
in  companionship  with  that  recently  dedicated 
to  Longfellow,  was  unveiled  on  the  28th  of 
November  last,  in  the  Chapter  House  of  West- 
minster Abbey.  It  consists  of  two  stained  glass 
windows,  on  which  are  wrought  a  medallion 
portrait  of  the  eminent  p>oet,  the  arms  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  and  a  symbolic 
representation  of  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in 
America  and  the  English  colonies.  The  cost 
of  the  windows  was  defrayed  by  subscription, 
the  principal  contributors  being  Professor 
Tyndall,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  George  Meredith, 
Professor  Bryce,  Dr.  Conan  Doyle,  Alma 
ladema,  Canon  Farrar,  Lords  Coleridge,  Rose- 
bery,  Brassey,  and  Playfair,  and  the  Dukes  of 
Argyll  and  Westminster.  Dean  Bradley  pre- 
sided at  the  ceremony,  and  addresses  were  made 
by  Mr.  Leslie  Stephen,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  work,  and  Mr.  Bayard, 
Ambassador  of  the  United  S.lates.  This  is  the 
second  memorial  to  American  worth  erected  in 


Westminster  Abbey,  and  it  is  interesting  to  re- 
call the  points  of  similiarity  in  the  career  of  the 
men  thus  honoured.  Both  were  from  New 
England  ;  were  ardent  lovers  of  liberty,  and 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  movement  for  the 
abolition  of  Southern  slavery.  Both  were  pro- 
fessors in  the  leading  university  of  America, 
Lowell  having  directly  succeeded  Longfellow  in 
the  Chair  of  Belles  Letters  at  Harvard.  Both 
were  poets  of  renown  ;  and  though  the  activity 
of  the  younger  took  a  wider  range,  and  led  him 
into  diplomatic  fields,  it  was  only  the  retiring 
nature  of  the  elder  that  prevented  him  from 
entering  the  same  path,  and  by  the  same  chan- 
nel;  for  the  post  of  Minister  to  England  was 
offered  him,  and  declined,  some  time  before  it 
was  occupied  by  his  more  ambitious  friend  and 
comrade. 

EXPANDING  CIRCULATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

It  appears  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
show  a  tendency  to  use  increased  quantities  of 
money.  The  population  of  the  States  on  De- 
cember 1st  was  estimated  by  the  Treasury 
statisticians  at  67,547,000,  and  the  amount  of 
money  in  circulation  at  1,726,994,290  dollars, 
being  a  circulation  of  25.57  dollars  per  head. 
This  shows  an  increase  of  eight  cents  per  capita 
for  the  month,  and  marks  the  highest  point  thus 
far  reached.  As  for  the  money  in  circulation,  its 
details  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 

Amount  in 

General  stock    In  Trea-  circulation 
coined  or  issued.     sury.       Dec.  i,  1803. 


Gold  coin   ^575.269,517  $70,211,506  J505.058.ox1 

Standard  silver  dollars..  4>9»33*.55°  360,906,628  58.4a5.92a 

Subsidiary  silver    76,960,153  11,418,708  65.54J.045 

Gold  certificates    78,312,169  149.090  7S>'"3.°79 

Silver  certificates   334, '38.504  5.7i°,507  3a8,4«.997 

Trea  sury  notes.  Act,  July 

14,1890    1S3.453.629  2.683,223  150.770,400 

United  States  notes   346,68. ,016  35,412,344  311, 168,672 

Cur'ncy  certificates,  Act, 

June  8, 1872...:   33.3»5.°o°  120,000  33,205,000 

National  bank  notes  ...  208,948,105  12,808.547  »96,«39.55» 


Totals    2,226,420,843    499,4»°>S53  i,72".994,29 


A  CRACK   INDIAN  CRICKETER. 

The  Cambridge  Daily  News  has  just  held  a 
plebiscite  among  its  readers  to  ascertain  who 
are  the  most  popular  persons  in  Cambridge. 
Among  oilier  questions  voted  upon  was  "  Who 
is  the  most  popular  cricketer  in  Cambridge?" 
An  overwhelming  majority  decided  in  favour 
of  Kumar  Shri  Ranjitsinhji,  the  first  Indian 
cricketer  selected  to  play  for  an  English  Uni- 
versity eleven.  The  vogue  of  this  young  Kathi- 
awar  prince  in  England  at  the  present  time  is 
surprising.  He  goes  about  opening  bazaars 
and  making  speeches  at  cricket  dinners,  and  is 
everywhere  received  with  unstinted  applause. 
His  athletic  proficiency  has  made  a  lasting  im- 
pression on  the  sport-loving  section  of  the 
British  public. 

RISKY  VOYAGES. 

It  appears  that  some  Japanese  have  been  dis- 
playing sparks  of  the  spirit  that  made  them  so 
notable  on  the  sea  in  the  Middle  Ages.  The 
Asahi  newspaper  gives  an  account  of  two 
voyages,  one  accomplished,  the  other  contem- 
plated, which  indicate  a  reckless  love  of  adven- 
ture. The  first  was  made  in  a  ship  called  the 
Dai ni  Soyo  Marti.  An  utterly  unseaworthy 
vessel,  her  owner's  application  for  a  license  was 
refused  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce.  Not  to  be  gainsaid,  however,  he 
managed  to  make  fraudulent  use  of  the  license 
of  another  vessel,  and  with  this  she  was  sent  on 
a  trip  to  the  Marshall  Group.  According  to  all 
human  probability  she  ought  to  have  foundered 
en  route.  But  she  did  not.  Her  destination 
was  safely  reached.  At  the  Marshalls,  how- 
ever, she  barely  escaped  being  seized  as  a 
pirate,  for,  being  without  papers,  her  status 
naturally  suggested  suspicions  to  the  Spanish 
Authorities.  A  retired  naval  lieutenant  who 
happened  to  be  on  board,  managed  to  convince 
the  Spainards  that  she  was  a  simple  trader. 
On  the  return  voyage  she  nearly  went  to  the 
bottom  in  a  violent  gale  near  the  Bonin  Islands, 
but  Tokyo  Bay  was  safely  reached  at  last. 
* 

*  * 

The  vessel  to  be  employed  for  the  contem- 
plated voyage  is  the  Kaiichi  Maru.  She,  too, 
is  said  to  have  eluded  official  inspection  by 
making  use  of  the  license  of  a  ship  wrecked 
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some  time  ago  oil  the  Sagami  eoRlt.  Her  Bite 
is  72  urns  burthen,  and  tlie  Asahi  declares  that 
site  is  quite  unlit  to  put  to  sen,  nevertheless  she 

is  now  lomdhif.  Our  oontfliwporary  urges  the 
Authorities  to  interfere  on  the  ground  that  the 
appearance  of  such  nii.se  1  able  vessels  in  lo 
reign  ports  is  sure  to  bring  ridicule  on  the 
Japanese.  Would  it  indeed  provoke  ridicule  ? 
That  is  not  our  idea  of  the  sentiment  inspired 
by  such  deeds. 

EUR  MAJKSl-Y  TIIK  WUKKN. 

Thk  News  Agency  publishes  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  much  concern  is  felt  in  England 
about  the  mental  condition  of  the  Queen,  and 
that  Her  Majesty,  after  considerable  persuasion 
from  the  Court  physicians  and  others,  lias  at 
last  consented  to  retire  for  a  month  to  Osborne 
Palace,  whence,  at  the  end  of  March,  she  will 
proceed  to  Florence,  and,  after  a  sojourn  there 
will  go  on  to  Berlin  to  visit  her  grandson,  the 
Emperor.  The  Agency  adds  that  this  intelli- 
gence was  received  telegraphically  from  London 
on  the  22nd  instant. 

We  do  not  believe  that  the  above  news  is 
worthy  of  any  credence.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
has  been  telegraphed  to  a  responsible  quarter, 
and  the  strong  probability  is  that  the  whole 
story  is  an  invention.  A  month  ago,  when  the 
London  papers  just  to  hand  were  despatched, 
Her  Majesty  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent 
health.  These  rumours  of  mental  trouble  are 
very  old.  They  are  renewed  from  time  to  time 
when  nothing  more  sensational  offers. 


COM  MERC  K  BETWEEN   AMERICA   AND  JAPAN. 

According  to  the  Tokyo  News  Agency,  the 
preponderance  of  America's    purchases  from 
Japan  over  her  sales  to  this  empire  lias  been 
a  topic  of  animated  discussion  in  Chicago.  No 
detailed  reference  to  the  figures  is  necessary 
but  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  while  the  Ger 
mans  can  manage  to  import  20  million  yen  worth 
of  goods  into  Japan  yearly,  among  the  number 
being  cotton  fabrics,  the  raw  material  for  which 
has  to  be  carried  in  the  first  place  from  America 
to  Germany,  America  herself  only  manages  to 
sell  Japan  5  million  yen  worth  of  her  products. 
Such  a  showing  cannot  be  very  agreeable  to 
enterprising  men  in  America,  and  their  atten- 
tion having  been  exceptionally  directed  lo  the 
facts  during  the  recent  exhibition  in  Chicago, 
the  leading  traders  of  the  latter  city  are  said  to 
have  delegated  a  Mr.   William  Morris  to  pro- 
ceed to  Japan  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
the  conditions  of  commerce.    Mr.  Morris's  ar- 
rival is  anticipated  at  the  end  of  this  month  or 
the  beginning  of  next. 

THE   INTAKE   OF  THE  WATER-WORKS 

Thkre  are,  says  the  Shin-Choya,  two  copper 
mines  in  the  Doslii  Division,  Minami-Tsuru 
District,  of  Yamanashi  Prefecture.    They  are 
the  property  of  private  individuals,  and  ap- 
plication for  permission  to  work  them  has  been 
made.    But  it  happens  that  they  are  located  at 
the  head-waters  of   the   Doshigawa,  near  the 
intake  of  the  Yokohama  Water-works  and  the 
people  of  Yokohama,  who,   having  obtained 
the  sanction  of  the  Ministers  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs  and  of  Finance,  purpose  raising  a  sum  of 
1,800,000  yen  by  the  issue  of  bonds  in  order  to 
extend  the  Works,  are  much  concerned  lest  the 
poisonous  products  of  the  mine.should  find  their 
way  into  the  water  and  contaminate  it.    Their  re- 
presentative, Mr.  Nakagawa  Chiujiro,  has  there- 
fore petitioned  the  Governor  of  Kanagawa  that 
steps  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  granting  of 
permission  to  work  the  mines. 


whisky  and  beer  in  England.  The  statement 
does  not  look  like  a  printer's  error,  as  it  is  given 
in  the  Kobe  paper  in  woids,  not  figures.  But  the 
"  punter's  enoi  "  is  a  shelu-i  o/ten  resorted  to 
by  careless  writers,  who  themselves  frequently 
descend  lo  notice  genuine  printer's  errors  in  the 
Dispelling  of  words  in  contemporary  columns 
such  as  are  left  by  a  slovenly  compositor  in  a 
carelessly  corrected  proof.  If  ginger  lo  the 
value  of  24,000,000  yen  was  exported  from 
Japan  in  1892,  for  which  vear  the  country's  total 
exports  are  set  down  at  /i3.i43.47°>  the  article 
may  certainly  be  said  to  be    looking  up." 

JAPAN    AND  SILVER. 

Thk  Japanese  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Yoshu  and 
Hamada,  says  the  Statesman,  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of 
Japan,  are  at  present  in  Calcutta  with  recom 
mendations  to  the  Government  of  India  from 
their  own  Government  and   from  the  British 
Minister.    The^Brbject  of  their  visit  is  to  study 
the  effects  upon  internal  and  external  trade, 
and  on  general  prices,   of  the  recently  effected 
currency  reform,  with  a  view  to  advising  their 
Government  upon  any  protective  measures  which, 
in  the  interests  of  its  currency,  it  may  be  com 
pelled   to  adopt.    The    visitors    seem   to  be 
peculiarly  impressed   with   the  danger  which 
Japan,  with  its  mints  still  open  to  free  silver 
coinage,  has  been  running  since  the  repeal  of 
the  Sherman  Act,  and  the  change  of  standard 
in  India.    For  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  their 
inquiries,   the  Japanese    representatives  have 
visited  the  Royal  Exchange  and  conversed  with 
many  mercantile  men,  and  have  also  had  pro- 
longed interviews  with  various  gentlemen  more 
or  less  connected  with  the  late  currency  reform 
agitation.  There  appears  some  reason  to  believe 
that  the  anxiety  manifested    by  Japan  may 
shortly  take  the  form  of  a  definite  adoption  of 
the  Indian  policy. 


GINGER  LOOKING  UP. 

"  Ginger  from  this  country,"  says  a  Kobe 
paper,  "  is  increasing  in  demand  in  England  for 
the  manufacture  of  ginger-beer.  The  exports 
last  year  of  this  article  were  valued  at  twenty 
four  million  yen."  These  figures  will  doubtless 
be  highly  gratifying  to  persons  of  the  teetotal 
persuation,  for  if  ginger  to  the  value  of  yen 
24,000,000  was  exported  from  Japan  in  one 
year — this  country  being  only  one,  and  one  of 
the  smallest,  source  of  supply — there  must  be 
great  hopes  of  "  pop "  ultimately  displacing 


CHANGES  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNORS. 

Considerable  changes  of  Local  Governors  are 
announced.    They  are  as  follow  : — 

AfPOINTBD  TO  BI 

Namb.  Prbsbnt  Office.         Govsrnor  of 

Baron  Senge  Taka-      f  Member  of  House  of  (Saitama 
tomi  I     Peers.  (. 

Mr  Sato  Cho   Secretary  of  the  Cabinet.. Tochigi 

f  Formerly  Chief  of  the  f  „ 
Mr.  FurusawiShigeruj    post  Office  Bureau.  \wara- 

Mr.  Katsuma.ia  Minoru  Governor  of  Yehime  ^!Ii7ag'• 

Mr.  Komaki  Shogyo    ...Governor  of  Nara  Yehime. 

Mr.  Senda  Teigyo  Formerly  Governor  of 

Kyoto  Miyazaki. 

Viscount  Kano  Hisa-  f  Pubiic  procurator  Kagoshima. 

yoshi.  I 

The  following  are  placed  on  the  Retired  List  :— 

Name.  Present  Office. 

Mr.  Gimbayashi  Tsunao  Governor  of  Saitama 

Mr.  Orita  Heinai   Governor  of  TochUi. 

Mr.  Hasebei  Tatsutsura  Governor  of  Yamagata. 

Mr.  Hagiwara  Heinai   Governor  of  Miyazaki. 

Mr.  Ozeko  Sadakiyo   Governor  of  Kagoshima 

Finally,  Mr.  Funakoshi  Mamoru,  Governor  of 
Miyagi  Prefecture,  is  relieved  from  office  at  his 
own  request,   

SHANGHAI. 

The  French  mail  steamer  brought  Shanghai 
papers  to  the  16th  inst.    The  N,  C.  Daily  News 
says  : — It  is  understood  that  Mr.  David  Maclean 
is  about  to  sever  his  official  connection  with  the 
Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank  in  London,  and 
to  devote  his  energies  exclusively  to  the  Bank 
of  China,  Japan  and  the  Straits.    ...  On 
Friday,  Mr.  O.  Middleton  offered  at  auction  the 
debris  of  the  Colton  Cloth  Mills  at  Yangtsepoo. 
It  was  put  up  in  one  lot  and  knocked  down  at 
TIs.  12,650,  being  apparently  bought  in.    1    "  '| 
We  learn  that  a  number  of  young  men  in  Shang- 
hai  have  slarted   a  campanologist  club,  and 
already  are  able  to  play  a  number  of  tunes. 
Among  them  are  "  Chiming  Bells  "  and  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne."    It  is  anticipated  that  they  will 
give  an  exhibition  of  their  skill  shortly.    •    •  " 
A  terrible  accident  is  reported  from  Formosa 
to  have  occurred  on  the  2nd  inst.,  in  which 
a  shell  in  course  of  loading  at  the  Formosa 
Arsenal    burst,    killing    three    of    the  eight 
workmen  in    the    room    where   the  accident 
occurred,  and    severely    wounding  the  other 
five.    .    .    .    Advices  from  Cliefoo  to  the  10th 
instant  report  that  the  winter  is  so  far  of  the 
mildest  character  there,  and  if  there  is  to  be  an 
alteration,  it  ought  to  make  itself  felt  at  once.  . 


Native  accounts  from  Canton  state  that 
the  insurrection   In   the  prefecture  of  Shao- 

c.how,  Kuangtung,  has asmnnrd  such  dimensions, 
with  the  lepeated  defeats  of  the  local  soldiery 
and  militia,  that  the  high  authorities  have 
Ordered  the  immediate  despatch  of  some  three 
thousand  Anhui  "braves"  to  the  scene  of 
operations.  .  .  .  Messrs.  Tata  and  (Jo.,  • 
are  now  agents  at  Shanghai  for  steamers  which 
will  run  between  Kobe,  Shanghai  and  Bombay. 
There  will  be  four  sleameis  which  will  arrive 
here  from  Bombay  at  intervals  of  three  weeks. 
They  will  bring  yarn,  opium,  etc.,  from  Bombay, 
taking  back  coals  and  any  merchandise  offering. 

MR.   VARI.KY   AT   THK  JAPANKSK  GALLERY. 

Thk  third  and  last  series  of  Mr.  John  Varley's 
Eastern  drawings,  now  on  view  at  Mr.  Larkin's 
Japanese    Gallery   in    Bond   Street,  says  the 
World's  art  critic,  show  a  very  maiked  improve- 
ment on  his  previous  work,  especially  on  that 
of  the  last  exhibition,  which  was  a  distinct 
(alling-off  from  the  first  series  of  sketches  of 
Japan.  In  the  present  exhibition  the  artist  shows 
none  of  that  hesitation  which  marred  the  last 
series,  and  he  also  attains  to  a  richness  and 
brilliancy  of  colour  which  is  a  novelty  in  his 
woik.    These  eighty  drawings  of  Indian  scenery 
and  cities  were  all  done  last  year,  and  represent 
a  most  commendable  amount  of  artistic  industry, 
while  the  directness  of  impression  and  fidelity 
to  Nature  are  worthy  of  all  praise.    In  sense  of 
lseection   and  composition  Mr.  Varley  shows 
enormous  improvement  over  any  of  iiis  previous 
work ;  and  it  is  in  these  qualities  that  the  true 
artist  proves  his  chief  superiority  over  the  gifted 
and  scrupulously  faithful  amateur.  The  beautiful 
rendering    of    the    "  Jumma  Musjid,  Delhi," 
with  its  graceful  minarets  silhouetted  against  a 
daffodil  evening  sky;  the  silvery  atmospheric 
effect  of  the  river  view  of  the   "Taj  Mahal, 
Agra";  the  harmonious  grey  tones  in  "A  Dusty 
Evening,  Cawnpore,"  wherein  the  artist  gives  a 
view  of  the  steps  leading  to  the  river  where  the 
English  were  massacred  by  Nana  Sahib  in  the 
Mutiny  ;  the  splendid  evening  effect  in  the  large 
drawing  entitled  "  GreatBanyan-tree  and  Ruined 
Well  near  the  Fort,  Agra,"  and  the  admirable 
suggestion  of  the  animated  crowd  in  "The 
Senan  Dawaza,  Lucknow,"  show  Mr.  Varley  at 
his  very  best;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
Mr.  Varley's  very  best  is  very  good  indeed.  The 
exhibition  is  altogether  one  of  the  most  worth 
visiting  that  has  been  seen  at  the  Japanese 
Gallery  for  some  time. 


AN   OLD  BANK  NOTE. 

In  the  British  Museum  there  is  a  very  old  and 
very  rare  Chinese  bank  note.  It  was  issued  in 
the  reign  of  Hung-Woo,  the  founder  of  the 
Ming  dynasty,  who  died  in  1398.  The  face 
value  of  the  note  is  about  a  dollar,  but  it  is  one 
of  the  only  issue  of  paper  currency  ever  gua- 
ranteed by  the  Chinese  Government.  (Only 
another  similar  note  is  said  to  be  in  existence, 
being  in  possession  of  the  Oriental  Society  of 
St.  Petersburg.)  Its  value  to  native  bankers 
and  note  collectors  all  over  China  is  well  known. 
The  late  Governor  of  Hongkong,  Sir  John  Pope 
Hennessey,  bought  the  note  about  twelve  years 
ago  at  an  auction  of  the  effects  of  a  deceased 
Captain  of  one  of  the  Chinese  customs  cruisers, 
who  had  amassed  a  large  collection  of  Chinese 
coins  and  notes,  among  which  was  this  Ming 
bank  note. 

THK   CROWN   ADVOCATE  IN  SHANGHAI. 

It  is  stated  by  the  Shanghai  Mercury  that  the 
appointment  of  Crown  Advocate  in  Shanghai, 
soon  to  become  temporarily  vacant  by  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  H.  S.  Wilkinson  to  Japan  in  the 
capacity  of  Acting  Judge  of  H.B.M.'s  Court  in 
Japan,  has  been  given  to  Mr.  W.  V.  Drum- 
mond,  who  received  it  in  preference  to  two 
other  applicants,  Mr.  H.  P.  Wilkinson  and  Mr. 
Lowder  of  Yokohama.  We  have  no  indepen- 
dent information  as  to  the  truth  of  these  asser- 
tions, but  we  note  that  our  Shanghai  contem- 
porary, while  approving  of  either  Mr.  Lowder 
or  Mr.  H.  P.  Wilkinson  for  the  vacant  post,  is 
strongly  opposed  to  Mr.  Drummond,  on  the 
ground  that  he  has  always  espoused  Chinese 
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interevts.  It  is  not  immediately  plain  to  out- 
siders that  such  an  objection  is  fatal,  but  there 
have  always  been  folks  in  the  Treaty  ports  in 
whose  eyes  no  sin  can  be  more  henious  than  to 
advocate  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try. We  have  often  heard  Mr.  Druinmond's 
methods  severely  criticized,  but  as  to  his  having 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  advocate  for  the  Chi- 
nese when  his  services  were  duly  retained  by 
them,  we  really  fail  to  see  how  that  can  con- 
stitute the  smallest  disqualification  for  the  office 
of  Crown  Advocate. 


PRESIDENT   CLEVELAND   AND  HAWAII. 

The  President's  Message  contains  a  long  and 
exhaustive  review  of  the  Hawaiian  situation. 
We  have  not  space  to  reproduce  the  whole,  but 
the  concluding  paragraphs  ought  to  be  laid 
before  our  readers  : — 

Feeling  therefore,  that  the  United  States  could  not, 
under  the  circumstances  disclosed,  annex  the  islands 
without  justly  incurring  the  imputation  of  acquiring 
them  by  unjustifiable  methods,  I  shall  not  again  sub- 
mit the  treaty  of  annexatiun  to  the  Senate  for  its 
consideration,  and  in  the  instructions  to  Minister 
Willis,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  message,  I 
have  directed  him  10  so  inform  the  Provisional  Go- 
vernment. 

But  in  the  present  instance  our  duty  does  not,  in  my 
opinion,  end  with  refubing  to  consummate  this  ques- 
tionable transaction.  It  has  been  the  boast  of  our 
Government  that  it  seeks  to  do  justice  in  all  things 
without  regard  to  the  strength  or  weakness  of  those 
with  whom  it  deals.  I  mistake  the  American  people 
if  they  favour  the  odious  doctrine  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  international  morality,  that  there  is  one  law 
for  a  strong  nation  and  another  for  a  weak  one,  and 
that  even  by  indirection  a  strong  power  may  with  im- 
punity despoil  a  weak  one  of  its  territory. 

By  an  act  of  war,  committed  with  the  participation 
of  a  diplomatic  representative  of  the  United  States 
and  without  authority  of  Congress,  the  Government 
of  a  feeble  but  friendly  and  confiding  people  has  been 
overthrown.  A  substantial  wrong  has  thus  been  done, 
which  a  due  regard  for  our  national  character,  as  well 
as  the  rights  of  the  injured  people,  requires  we  should 
endeavour  to  repair.  The  Provisional  Government 
has  not  assumed  a  republican  or  other  constitutional 
form,  but  has  remained  a  mere  executive  council  or 
oligarchy,  set  up  without  the  assent  of  the  people.  It 
has  not  sought  to  find  a  permanent  basis  of  popular 
support,  and  has  given  no  evidence  of  an  intention  to 
do  so.  Indeed,  the  representatives  of  that  Government 
assert  that  the  people  of  Hawaii  are  unfit  for  popular 
government,  and  frankly  avow  that  they  can  be  best 
ruled  by  arbitrary  or  despotic  power. 

The  law  of  nations  is  founded  upon  reason  and  jus- 
tice, and  the  rules  of  conduct  governing  individual 
relations  between  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  civilized 
State  are  equally  applicable  as  between  enlightened  na- 
tions. The  considerations  that  international  law  is 
without  a  court  for  its  enforcement,  and  that  obedi- 
ence to  its  commands  practically  depends  upon  good 
faith,  instead  of  upon  the  mandate  of  a  superior  tri- 
bunal, only  give  additional  sanction  to  the  law  itself, 
and  brand  any  deliberate  infraction  of  it  not  mere- 
ly as  a  wrong  but  as  a  disgrace.  A  man  of  true 
honour  protects  the  unwritten  word  which  binds  his 
conscience  more  scrupulously,  if  possible,  than  he 
does  the  bond,  a  breach  of  which  subjects  him  to 
legal  liabilities  ;  and  the  United  States,  in  aiming  to 
maintain  itself  as  one  of  the  most  enlightened  of  na- 
tions, would  do  its  citizens  gross  injustice  if  it  applied 
to  its  international  relations  any  other  than  a  high 
slandard  of  honour  and  morality.  On  that  ground  the 
United  States  cannot  properly  be  put  in  the  position 
of  countenancing  a  wrong  after  its  commission  any 
more  than  in  that  of  consenting  to  it  in  advance. 

On  that  ground  it  cannot  allow  itself  to  refuse  to 
redress  an  injury  inflicted  through  an  abuse  of  power 
by  officers  clothed  with  its  authority  and  wearing  its 
uniform,  and,  on  the  sanie  ground,  if  a  feeble  but 
friendly  State  is  in  danger  of  being  robbed  of  its 
independence  and  its  sovereignty  by  a  misuse  of  the 
power  of  the  United  States,  the  United  States  cannot 
fail  to  vindicate  its  honour  and  its  sense  of  justice  by 
an  earnest  effort  to  make  all  possible  reparation. 

These  principles  apply  to  the  present  case  with 
irresistible  force  when  the  special  conditions  of  the 
Queen's  surrender  of  her  sovereignty  are  recalled. 
She  surrendered  not  to  the  Provisional  Governor,  but 
to  the  United  States.  She  surrendered  not  absolutely 
and  permanently,  but  temporarily  and  conditionally, 
until  such  time  as  the  facts  could  be  considered  by  the 
United  States.  Furthermore,  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment acquiesced  in  her  surrender  in  that  manner  and 
on  those  terms,  not  only  by  tacit  consent  but  by  the 
positive  acts  of  some  members  of  the  Government, 
who  urged  her  peaceable  submission,  not  merely  to 
avoid  bloodshed,  but  because  she  could  place  implicit 
reliance  upon  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  whole  subject  would  be  finally  considered  at 
Washington. 

I  h;ive  not,  however,  overlooked  an  incident  of  this 
unfortunate  affair  which  remains  to  be  mentioned. 
The  members  of  the  Provisional  Government  and 
their    supporters,    though  not  entitled  to  extreme 


sympathy,  have  been  led  to  their  present  predica- 
ment of  revolt  against  the  Government  of  the  Queen 
by  the  indefensible  encouragement  and  assistance 
of  our  diplomatic  representative,  This  fact  may 
entitle  them  to  claim  that  in  every  effort  to  rec- 
tify the  wrong  of  the  committee  some  regard 
should  be  had  for  their  safety.  This  sentiment  is 
strongly  seconded  by  my  anxiety  to  do  nothing  which 
would  invite  either  harsh  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the 
Queen  or  of  violence  and  bloodshed  in  any  quarter. 
In  the  belief  that  the  Queen,  as  well  as  her  enemies, 
would  be  willing  to  adopt  such  a  course  as  would 
meet  these  conditions,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
both  the  Queen  and  the  Provisional  Government  had 
at  one  time  apparently  acquiesced  in  reference  of  the 
entire  case  to  the  United  States  Government,  and 
considering  the  further  fact  that,  in  any  event,  the 
present  Government,  by  i  s  own  declared  limitation, 
was  only  "  to  exist  until  terms  of  union  with  the 
United  States  of  America  have  been  negotiated  and 
agreed  upon,"  I  hoped  that  after  the  assurance  to  the 
members  of  that  Government  that  such  union  could 
not  be  consummated  I  might  compass  a  peaceful  ad- 
justment of  the  difficulty. 

Actuated  by  these  desires  and  purposes,  and  not 
unmindful  of  the  inherent  perplexities  of  the  situation 
nor  of  the  limitations  upon  my  power,  I  instructed 
Minister  Willis  to  advise  the  Queen  and  her  supporters 
of  my  desire  to  aid  in  the  restoration  of  the  status 
existing  before  the  lawless  landing  of  the  United 
States  forces  at  Honolulu  on  the  1 6th  of  January  last, 
if  such  restoration  could  be  effected  upon  terms  pro- 
viding for  clemency  as  well  as  justice  to  all  parties 
concerned.  The  conditions  suggested,  as  the  instruc- 
tions show,  contemplate-a  general  amnesty  to  those 
concerned  in  setting  up  the  Provisional  Government 
and  a  recognition  of  all  its  bona-fide  acts  and  obliga- 
tions. In  short,  they  require  the  past  should  be 
buried,  and  that  the  restored  Government  should 
reassuine  its  authority  as  its  continuity  had  not  been 
interrupted.  These  conditions  have  not  proved  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Queen,  and  though  she  has  been  in- 
formed that  they  will  be  insisted  upon,  and  that,  unless 
acceded  to,  the  efforts  of  the  Piesident  to  aid  in  the 
restoration  of  her  Government  will  cease.  I  have  not 
thus  far  learned  that  she  is  willing  to  yield  them  her 
acquiescence.  The  check  which  my  plans  have  thus 
encountered  has  prevented  their  presentation  to  the 
members  of  the  Provisional  Government,  while  unfor- 
tunate public  misrepresentations  of  the  situaiion  and 
exaggerated  statements  of  the  sentiments  of  our  people 
have  obviously  injured  the  prospects  of  successful  ex- 
ecutive mediation. 


FIFTY   MILLION  DOLLARS  WORTH  OF  BONDS. 

Baron  Reuter's  information,  published  by  us 
last  issue,  that  the  United  States  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  invited  tenders  for  50  million 
dollars  of  5  per  cent,  ten-year  bonds,  is  probably 
to  be  explained  by  reference  to  the  Secretary's 
Report  which  was  laid  before  Congress  on  De- 
cember 20th,  two  weeks  after  the  date  when  the 
Treasury  Department  Report  is  usually  submit- 
ted. This  document  showed  that  the  estimated 
revenue  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  June  30th 
next  was  430  million  dollars,  and  the  expendi- 
ture 458  millions,  leaving  a  deficit  of  28  millions. 
In  order  to  meet  this  deficit,  Secretary  Carlisle 
suggested  the  issue  of  200  million  dollars  worth 
of  bonds,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3% 
payable  quarterly  and  redeemable  at  the  option 
of  the  Government  after  five  years.  He  remind- 
ed Congress  that  unless  some  means  were  pro- 
vided by  law  to  supply  the  growing  deficiency 
"  the  public  service  would  be  seriously  impaired, 
and  pensioners  and  other  creditors  subjected  to 
great  delay  and  inconvenience."  We  imagine 
that  this  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  sup- 
plies the  explanation  of  Reuter's  telegram. 


THE   LATE   PROFESSOR  SUYEOKA. 

The  death  of  Professor  Suyeoka,  of  the  Imperial 
University,  deprives  Japan  of  one  of  her  best 
students  of  political  science.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  to  take  up  this  subject,  and  he  graduated 
in  it  in  the  old  Tokyo  University  with  such  dis- 
tinction that  Count  Ito  selected  him  as  one  of 
his  staff  when  the  Count  visited  Europe  to 
conduct  investigations  relating  to  the  framing 
of  the  Constitution.  After  Count  Ito's  return 
to  Japan,  Mr.  Suyeoka  remained  in  Germany 
indefatigably  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  science 
of  statecraft.  He  benefited  by  the  assistance 
and  instruction  of  several  distinguished  German 
savants  in  different  Universities,  and  after  a 
long  period  of  study  he  returned  to  Japan 
where  he  at  once  received  a  chair  in  the  Uni- 
versity. There,  during  ten  years,  he  worked 
assiduously  and  faithfully,  declining  all  offers 
of  official  appointment.  In  the  fall  of  last 
year  he  contracted  a  disease  which,  at  first 


insignificant,  gradually  assumed  a  serious  cha- 
racter, and  finally  carried  him  away  on  the 
21st  instant  at  the  early  age  of  41.  Professor 
Suyeoka's  favourite  field  of  research  was  com- 
parative politics,  a  science  which  owed  its 
initiative  in  Japan  to  Mr.  Kato  Hiroyuki's 
translations  of  foreign  works,  but  which  would 
certainly  not  have  attained  anything  like  its 
present  dimensions  in  the  absence  of  such  a 
scholar  as  Professor  Suyeoka. 


COMPARATIVE   IMPORTS   OF   AMERICAN  AND 
RUSSIAN  KEROSENE. 

We  find  in  the  Koktimin  newspaper  a  table 
showing  the  comparative  quantities  of  Ameri- 
can and  Russian  kerosene  oil  imported  into 
Kobe  during  the  last  three  years: — 

1891.  1893.  1893. 

Cases.  Cases.  Cases. 

American  ...1,359,839  1,646,936  1,415,234 

Russian   231,527   268,372   954,086^ 

Totals  1,591,366  1,915,308  2,369,320$ 

It  is  seen  from  this  table  that  the  ratio  which  the 
American  oil  bears  to  the  total  has  gradually 
diminished  from  85  per  cent,  to  59  per  cent, 
approximately,  the  Russian  increasing  in  the 
same  time  from  less  than  15  to  about  41  per 
cent.  This  proportion  is  the  more  striking 
when  we  observe  that  the  total  import  rose  by 
as  much  as  50  per  cent,  during  the  same  in- 
terval. Evidently  the  tank  system  is  making 
itself  felt. 

The  statistics  for  Yokohama  show  an  equaily 
striking  result,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing figures : — 

1892.  1893. 

Cases.  Cases. 

American  1,532,624   985,389 

Russian    584.6.34   957.355 

Totals   2,117,258  1,942,744 

Here  we  see  that  the  American  oil  fell  from 
being  72  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  1892  to  57 
per  cent,  approximately,  the  Russian  product 
showing  a  corresponding  increase. 


A  MARE'S  NEST. 

The  Shin-Choya  has  made  a  discovery.  Mr. 
Megata  Tanetaro,  Chief  Customs  Official,  Mr. 
Ichinose  Tsusaburo,  Chief  Public  Procurator  of 
the  Yokohama  Local  Court,  and  Mr.  Yoshida 
Kozo,  Chief  of  the  Kanagawa  Police,  says  our 
ingenious  contemporary,  have  hitherto  been 
called  "  the  Triumvirate  of  Yokohama  officials," 
on  account  of  the  firm  policy  always  pursued 
by  them  in  dealing  with  matters  where  fo- 
reigners are  concerned.  The  public  mind  has 
now  been  considerably  exercised  by  hearing 
that  Mr.  Ichinose  has  been  removed  to  Osaka, 
and  that  Mr.  Yoshida  also  is  about  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  another  post.  Two  of  the  Triumvirate 
having  thus  been  removed  from  the  scene  of 
their  usefulness,  the  third  is  supposed  to  be 
considerably  perturbed  about  the  stability  of  his 
own  position.  Such  is  the  Shin-Choya's  in- 
formation. "Nothing,"  it  says  in  conclusion, 
"  is  so  suggestive  as  the  influence  of  foreigners 
nowadays." 

* 

Nothing,  we  might  add  on  our  side,  is  more 
suggestive  than  such  paragraphs  as  the  above. 
The  Shin-Choya  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
the  celebrity  of  its  Triumvirate  has  never  been 
discovered  by  foreigners.  If  these  gentlemen, 
about  whose  official  abilities  we  do  not  venture 
to  suggest  the  smallest  doubts,  have  really  shown 
towards  foreigners  so  much  of  the  fortiter  in 
re  as  to  become  famous  among  their  own 
nationals,  they  have  tempered  their  severity 
with  so  much  of  the  suaviter  in  modo  that 
foreigners,  their  victims,  have  never  discovered 
the  harshness  exercised  against  them.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  Shin-Choya's  suspicion 
as  to  foreign  interference  having  brought  about 
the  removal  of  two  of  the  Triumvirate  is  mere 
moonshine. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 

Concerning  negotiations  for  the  abolition  of 
the  prohibitory  edict  against  the  export  of  rice, 
various  conflicting  reports  are  published  in  the 
metropolitan  papers.  According  to  some,  the 
Japanese  Minister's  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
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thus  far  been  productive  of  no  good  results,  the 
Korean  authorities  being  still  obstinately  op- 
possed  10  the  abolition  of  the  edict.  Letters 
received  by  other  journals,  however,  lead  us 
to  believe  that  the  situation  is  not  so  un- 
promising as  the  pessimists  labour  to  paint 
it.  It  is  true  that  telegraphic  intelligence 
recently  published  in  Tokyo  papers  about 
the  Korean  Government's  alleged  declaration 
of  an  intention  to  revoke  the  edict  on  the  1st 
of  January  (Korean  Calendar)  proves  to  have 
been  premature,  but  more  trustworthy  corre- 
spondents of  the  Tokyo  press  agree  in  stating 
that  the  Soul  authorities  being  now  favourably 
inclined  to  the  demands  of  the  Japanese  Re- 
presentative, the  objectionable  prohibition  will 
be  removed  before  long.  The  Jiji  Shimpos 
correspondent,  writing  from  Soul  under  date  of 
the  151b  instant,  goes  even  so  far  as  to  state  that 
the  Japanese  Minister  had  a  few  days  previously 
received  a  note  from  the  Korean  Foreign  Office 
announcing  the  Government's  intention  to  re- 
scind the  edict  at  an  early  date. 


The  Korean 
Kakuchin,  has 
been  taken  by 
cupied  the  post  once  before 
ster  is  nicknamed  Chdgyo 
on  account  of  bis  skill  in 


Foreign   Minister,    Mr.  Kim 
resigned,  and  his  place  has 
Mr.  Sho  Heishoku,   who  oc- 
The  new  Mini- 
Sensei  (Mr.  Eel) 
the  art  of  evasion, 
fear  that  he  may 


Some  papers,  consequently, 
prove  too  slippery  for  Mr.  Otori  to  grasp. 
* 

*  * 

The  prohibition  of  the  export  of  rice  has  had 
one  good  effect  upon  Japanese  merchants;  they 
formerly  paid  little  attention  to  the  development 
of  inter-provincial  trade  in  Korea.  But  since 
the  prohibition,  want  of  business  compelled 
them  to  turn  their  attention  to  that  field,  and, 
despite  difficulties  at  first  thrown  in  their  way 
by  local  officials,  they  are  now  reported  to  have 
succeeded  in  getting  into  their  hands  a  large 
portion  of  the  internal  trade  of  the  country. 
The  Japanese  steamers  plying  between  the 
different  open  ports  of  the  peninsula  are  making 
large  profits  on  goods  shipped  by  Japanese 
merchants  engaged  in  the  internal  trade. 
* 

*  * 

The  Japanese  Chamber  of  Commerce  at 
Ninsen  has  adopted  resolutions  concerning 
measures  of  retaliation  against  the  continued 
prohibition  of  the  export  of  rice.  These  mea 
sures  are  three  : — First,  that,  while  the  prohibi 
tion  continues  in  force  no  tribute  rice  shall  be 
purchased  ;  secondly  for  that  no  warehouse  shall 
be  rented  to  the  Korean  Government,  storing 
tribute  rice  ;  and  thirdly,  that  no  money  shall 
be  advanced  on  tribute  rice. 


The  recent  disturbance  at  the  old  capital  of 
Korea,  Song-do,  a  town  about  35  miles  from 
Soul,  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  the  instiga- 
tion of  a  powerful  inhabitant  of  the  place,  named 
Kim  Kun.  The  commotion  has  subsided,  but 
the  Authorities  are  said  to  be  hesitating  to 
arrest  the  ring-leader,  because,  being  a  man 
of  immense  popularity,  his  apprehension  might 
possibly  lead  to  a  fresh  outbreak.  From  the 
accounts  given  in  the  Tokyo  papers,  these 
periodic  disturbances  seem  to  be  caused  in. 
most  cases  by  the  oppression  and  extortion  of 
the  greedy  local  authorities.  When  the  present 
disturbance  broke  out,  there  were  six  Japanese 
in  the  town,  and  their  lives  being  in  danger,  they 
fled  to  Ninsen,  leaving  all  their  personal  effects 
behind  them.  The  fact  was  at  once  communi- 
cated to  the  Korean  Authorities,  who  seem  to 
have  taken  good  care  of  the  property  left  by  the 
Japanese,  for  police  constables  despatched  to 
the  locality  from  the  Japanese  Legation  in  Soul, 
have  reported  that  everything  is  just  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  was  originally  left. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Sugimura,  Secretary  of  the  Japanese 
Legation  in  Soul,  who  has  been  ordered  home, 
will  leave  his  post  for  Japan  early  next  month. 
He  carries  with  him  the  good  wishes  of  all  his 
nationals  in  the  peninsula.  The  Japanese  re- 
sidents at  Soul  are  said  to  be  collecting  a  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  gold  medal  to 


Mr.  Sugimura  in  recognition  of  the  eminent 
services  lie  rendered  to  his  nationals  while  lie 
occupied  the  post  of  Japanese  Consul  at  Soul. 


CUSTOMS  RETURNS. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Customs 
Returns  lor  December,  and  the  twelve  months 
of  the  past  year  showing  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
empire  for  the  month  and  for  1893  : — 

1893.  1 8.>3 . 

SILVKH   Y«N.  ULVkR  y«N. 

Exports    9,784,061.760   10,078,401.130 

ports   6,661,295.210    9,688.372  900 


Total  exports  and  imports    19,766,774.730 

Kxcess  of  imports   390,028  930 


CUSTOMS   UU1  IKS. 


Exports    229,617449 

Imports    305, 577484 

Miscellaneous    14,5.19318 


'l'°tal   549,744.251 

TOTAL  VALUE  OF 


XPORTS  TO   AND   IMPORTS   FROM   VARIOUS  FORSION 
COUNTRIbS. 


Exports. 
Silver  Yen. 
United  States  of  Ame- 
rica   3,381,380.650 

China   568. 323.370 

Great  Britain    521,110.550 

France    3,539,046.430 

Hongkong  ,7  1.977,690 

Germany    156,301.820 

British  India   298,9^7.100 

Korea   169,752.1 


Italy. 
Russia 


1,218.990 
42,240  860 


Australia    100,637  670 


Switzerland 
Canada  &  other  British 

America  

Belgium  ...  .   

Philippine  Islands  

Austria   

Hawaii  ...  

Spain   

Holland  

Portugal   

Turkey   

Denmark   

Other  Countries  


38,374.500 

85,586430 
1,772  680 
38,057.920 
32,024.930 
19,709.380 
750  000 
4,977.100 


329.000 
61,163.540 
rotal    9,959,542.610 


Imports. 
Silver  Yen. 

811,591 .600 
3.153,81902° 
2,831,873.230 
224,264.030 
813,137.300 
583,809  050 
172.348.720 
221,601 .590 
8,383  100 
140,064  770 
17.475-5°° 
69,200.650 

3,941.880 
73,835.240 
39.952.i;o 

2,166.040 

6,025.880 
333-34° 
420.320 

328.600 
S 1 5,896.890 


Total. 
Silver  Yen. 

4,193,873.350 
3,722,142.390 
3»353,982.78° 
a, 763, 310.450 
a.524,1'4  99° 
740  1 10  870 
471,255  820 
39I.353-70O 
304.601  090 
183,305.630 
1 18,113  170 
107,581.150 

88,528.310 
74,607.920 
68,010.070 
34,190.970 
19,709.380 
6,775.880 
5,210.440 
430.330 
329  000 
328.600 
577,060,430 


ing  additions,  us  announced  in  the  Official 
Gazette  of  llie  241I1  instant  : — 

Mi.  Sluliawaia  Wa,  fin  tiu-i  Guv0f'llOI  ol  Yania- 
gal  H  Pi  ed  i  t  ill  t; 

Mr.  Akizulci  Taneki,  (oimeily  a  Senator, 

Mi.   Nomura  Taiz<>,  foiinei  Jurti^e  ol  the  S11 
pi  »-ini-  Com  t. 

Mi.  ['unaUoslii  Mamoii,  101  mei  GoverilOl  of 
M 1  ytigi  Pi cff-ci hi  c. 

Mi-  Kilbota  V 1 1  z u  1 1 j ,  Head  (if  die  Educational 
Affaiis  liiiiean  in  the  1  )r  pai  I  men  t  of  Educa- 
tion. 

Mi.Oiita  Heiuai,  fonner  Governor  of  Tochjgi 

Pi  f-feel  111  e. 

Mi.  Mayeda  Keitkicbi,  formerly  a  Consul. 
Mi.  Ito  Miyoji,  Chief  Secretary  of  (lie  Cabinet. 
Mi.  Huayania  Nai  inolni,  Secretary  of  t  lie  Piivy 

Council. 

Mi.  H.ori  Motoi,  formerly  ol  the  Hokkaido  Ad- 
min isti  ation . 

* 

*  * 

The  extensive  changes  recently  made  in  the 
Local  Governors  have  excited  some  curiosity, 
but,  ulrange  to  say,  have  not  elicited  much 
comment  from  the  vernacular  press.  Such 
critics  as  have  discussed  them  do  not  scruple  to 
applaud  the  resolution  shown  by  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  and  to  say  that  he 
has  justified  his  title  of  "  the  Lightning  Count." 
The  fact  that  the  changes  have  taken  place  on 
the  eve  of  a  general  election  does  not  escape 
political  observers,  and  is  naturally  construed  to 
signify  that  some,  at  any  rate,  of  the  superseded 
Governors  were  judged  to  have  been  implicated 
in  the  official  interference  scandals  of  1892,  and 
were  consequently  considered  either  incompe- 
tent to  hold  the  scales  perfectly  evenly  between 
rival  candidates,  or  too  discredited  to  discharge 
their  functions  successfully  at  such  a  time  of  ex- 
citement. For  the  present,  however,  the  cause  of 
the  changes  must  remain  a  subject  of  conjecture. 
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IOTAL  VALUE  OF   KXPORTS   AXD    IMPORTS    FROM    ANU  TO   SACH  PORT 


Yokohama   7*°6°'*403  4°° 

Kobe    2,015,420  070 

Osaka   147,456.410 

Nagasaki    252,358.830 


3,036,532.880  10,104,936.280 
4«9i°.339  46°  6,971,75.9.530 


Hakodate 

Niigata   

Shimonoseki. 

Mi.ji  

Hakata   

Karatsu   

Kuchinotsu  . 
Idzugahara  . 

Shishimi  

Sasuna   


52,519.800 

127,950.290 
«4,9s7.S5o 
28.000 
13,470.000 
168,245 .500 
4,337  100 
677,660 
393.660 


1,001,689.280 
619,452.210 
1,112.340 
165.560 
68,527  690 


Specie  and  Bullion 


2,622  840 
526  500 
104.500 

(Exports   1,367,950.340 

I  Imports   1,139,697.940 


1,152,299  250 
871,811.040 
53,632.140 
165.560 
196,477  980 
224,987  5S0 
28.000 
13,470  oco 
168,245.500 
7.259  580 
1,204.160 
438.160 


Total    2,507,648  280 

Excess  of  exports    228,252  400 


VALUK  OF   BXPORTS   AND   IMPORTS   BY  JAPANESE   MERCHANTS  AND 
GOV&RNM  fcN  T. 

By  Japanese  Merchants   (Exports   1,737,504.490 

3  1  r  (Imports   2,321,566.080 

Imported  by  Government   169,647.310 

TOTAL  VALUE  COMMODITIES   ICXPORT8D   FROM   AND  IM- 
PORTED INTO  JAPAN  KACH  MONTH  DUKING  1893. 

Imports  Compared 

Exports.         Imports.  Total.      with  Exports. 

Inc.  Dec. 

Ian.  ...  7,587,506  310  6,102,162.380  13,689,668.490  1,485, 343. 9jof 

Feb.  ...  7,077,748.520  6,198,731.690  13,270,480.210  879.016.830t 

March  .  6,480,574.130  6,38s. 761. 410  12,869,335.540      91,812. 72ot 

April...  5,928,736.840  6,894,014.770  12,822.751.610  965,277.930* 

May  ...  6,681.686.730  7,557,960.590  14,239,047.320    876,273  860 

lune....  7,018,665  550  7,298,113  560  14,316,779.110  279,448.010 

inly  ...  6,610,573.300  7,447,200440  14.057.773740  836,627.140' 

Aug....  7,635,764500  8,000046.130  15,635,810.630  364,281.63^* 

Sept....  7,630,168.880  7,809,971.470  15,440,140,350  179,802.590' 

Oct.  ...  7995,690.730  6,619,4  -7.920  14,615,128  650  1,376,252  8iof 

Nov.  ..  8,987,347  370  8,252,398  550  17, 239,74;. 920     734, 948.820-1- 

Dec.  ...10,078,401.830  9,688,372.600  19.766,774.730    390,028. 950T 

Total. 89, 712,864, 590  88,257,171.710  177,970,036.300  1,455,692.880! 
*  Increase.        f  Decrease 

TOTAL  VALUK  OF  SPECIE  AND  BULLION  EXPORTED  FROM 
AND  IMPOKTED  INTO  JAPAN  EACH  MONTH  DURING  1 893 
Imports  Compared  with  Export; 


Exports. 

Jan   445.0S5-33O 

Feh   118,314.660 

March  .  .  194,4  8.220 

April  ..  ..  173,459.090 

May    1,076,999.090 

June   1,596,418610 

July    2,428,229  890 

Aug   1,767,164.580 

Sept    1,046,386.380 

Oct   1,215,222.020 

Nov   849,569  940 

Dec   1,367,950.340 


Imports. 
1,296.150  320    851  094  990 
1,196,277340  1,067,962680 
2,498.61162-  3,304,193  400 
1,471,027550  1,297,568460 
728,374.350  — 
531,528  770  — 
7^,804490  — 
466,857.710  — 
791,669.710  — 
53'',  314. 380  — 
469.772.530  — 
»,' 39.697.940  — 


Increase.  Decrease. 


348,624.740 
1,064,889.840 
'.357.425.4oo 
',300,306.870 
354,7 16.670 
689,1^7. 640 
380,297.410 
228,252.400 


Total. ..12,389,188.150  11,186,486  710 


,102,701.440 


NEW  MEMBERS  OF  THE   HOUSE   OF  PEERS. 

Thrhe  of  the  Local  Governors  lately  placed  on 
the  Retired  List  have  been  nominated  by  the 
Emperor  to  be  members  of  the  House  of  Peers. 
Altogether  the  Upper  House  receives  the  follow- 


THE  CRISIS  IN  ITALY. 

The  gravity  of  the  present  crisis  in  Italy  is  far- 
reaching  and  may  lead  to  very  serious  conse- 
quences. This  is  all  the  more  likely  after  the  fall 
of  the  Zanardilli  Cabinet.  Signor  Zanardilli  had 
proposed  to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  the  Army 
by  at  least  20  million  lire,  and  the  Navy  by 
about  10  millions.  But  this  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory  to  those  Deputies  who  really  repre- 
sented public  opinion  at  large.  The  members 
of  the  advanced  Left,  who  had  brought  about  the 
downfall  of  the  Giolitti  cabinet,  contended  for 
a  reduction  of  not  less  that  100  million.  To  a 
great  extent,  these  men  are  either  Socialists 
or  Jacobin  Republicans,  and  they  hold  the 
Deputies,  who  connived  at  the  the  Bank 
swindle,  responsible  for  malfeasance  in  every 
department  of  civil  and  military  service. 
According  to  the  latest  news  at  hand,  Signor 
Crispi  is  now  again  directing  the  Italian  ship  of 
State.  Whether,  even  this  able  and  experienced 
statesman  will  be  able  to  cope  with  the  present 
critical  situation  remains  to  be  seen.  With  re- 
ference to  the  causes  which  have  lead  up  to 
the  present  crisis,  and  on  account  of  which 
the  "  Dreibuud ''  feels  no  little  concern,  the 
Staatsbuerger  Zeitutig,  in  a  recent  number, 
says: — It  is  always  bad  if  one  is  compelled  to 
take  upon  himself, besides  his  own  guilt,  the  sins 
of  others,  especially  when  the  latter  are  extreme- 
ly burdensome,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Italian 
financial  affairs.  In  this  unpleasant  position 
we  just  now  find  the  fallen  Giolitti  Cabinet. 
For  it  fell  because  it  had  assumed  the  dif- 
ficult task  of  redeeming  the  sins  of  the 
predecessor.  But  the  "  stone  of  offence," 
which  was  the  immediate  cause  of  its  down- 
fall is  called  "Panainino"  (the  little  Panama 
scandal).  When  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  Premier 
Giolitti  took  hold  of  the  helm  of  State,  lie 
announced  a  splendid  programme.  It  promised 
among  other  things,  simplification  of  ihe  go- 
vernmental administration,  social  reform,  as  well 
as  reform  of  the  taxation  system,  a  thorough 
read] ustment  of  the  budget,  healthy  financier- 
ing, &c.  But,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
election  of  Deputies,  in  November  1892,  re- 
sulted in  bringing  a  favourable  majority  of 
Deputies  to  the  Montecitorio  Palace,  the 
strength  of  the  new  Cabinet  was  insufficient 
for  such  a  task.  The  fact  that  he  had  a  large 
majority  in  Parliament,  may  have  led  Giolitti 
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to  regard  the  task  as  easier  than  it  really  was. 
At  any  rate,  he  made  a  fatal  mistake  by  ignor- 
ing the  existence  of  a  great  debt  which  was 
still   unsatisfied.     This  was,  as  it  were,  the 
deadly  poison,  which  in  due  time,  and  quiie 
naturally,    brought  forth    its  fatal  effect — the 
Banking-scandal.   True,  this  matter  had  already 
been  under  investigation,  but  had  resulted  in 
nothing  more  than  a  suppressed  report.  Already 
in  1889,  the  transactions  of  the  now  defunct 
Banca  Romana  had   become  so  wanton  that 
the  then   Premier,  Crispi,  ordered  a  revision 
of   the    Bank.     This   Bank  had  manipulated 
its   privilege  of    issuing  Bank  notes  into  an 
unparalleled  swindle.    Instead  of  75  millions, 
as  the  law  had  provided,  it  issued  no  less 
than   138,000,000  lire  notes,  and  covered  its 
fraud  by  false  booking.    As  a  further  means 
of  safeguarding  against  exposure,  it  put  in- 
fluential persons  under  substantial  obligations 
to  the  Bank,  by  discounting  their  exchanges. 
The  "revision"  took  place  in  1889,  but,  as 
already  stated,  the  report  was  suppressed  until 
1892,  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Colejanni,  a 
delegate  who  courageously  exposed  the  swindle. 
This  first  lead  to  a  lengthy  discussion  of  "  Bank- 
reform,"  but  finally  culminated  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commission  consisting  of  seven  Dele- 
gates.   This  Commission  investigated  the  whole 
affair,  during  the  late  vacation  season,  and  quite 
recently  submitted  its  report.  This  report  seems 
to  have  revealed  some  startling  facts,  and  proved 
fatal  to  the  Cabinet.     Even  before  it  came  to  a 
vote,  the  Giolitti  Cabinet  handed  in  their  resigna- 
tion, for  the  purpose,  they  alleged,  to  be  in  the 
position,  as  Duputies  to  defend  themselves  in- 
dividually   against    the    "Banking  swindle" 
accusations.    Concerning  the  report  of  the  Coin- 
mission,  as  yet  but  little  has  been  made  public. 
However,  enough  has  been  revealed,  even  if  it 
were  all  condensed  into  this  one  sentence: — 
"That  there  existed  from  1880  until  now  the 
utmost  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Bank."  The 
Staatabuerger  Zeitung    has   just    received  a 
letter    from    Rome    which  throws  additional 
light  on  the  subject.   It  says  : — "  The  statement 
in  the  newspapers,  with  regard  to  the  report 
of  the  Commission  of  seven,  concerning  the 
affairs  of  the  Banca  Romana,  are  very  con- 
tradictory and  confusing.    It  may  take  some 
time  before  the  authentic  report  will  be  made 
known.    But  this  much  is  already  certain,  that 
the  report  will  present  a  frightful  picture  of 
Governmental   corruption.     Crispi,  Nicoteia, 
Lacava,  Grimaldi,  and  Giolitti  are  hopelessly 
compromised,    It  is  now  settled  beyond  doubt 
that   these   all  knew  of  the   fraudulent  trans- 
actions of  the  Banca  Romana  since  1889.  Evi- 
dence  has  been  produced  against  Nicoteia  to 
the  affect  that  he  purposely  withdrew  the  in- 
vestigation from  the  hands  of  the  police,  in 
lieu  of  which  he  received  a  cheque  of  4,000  lire 
from  the  Bank.    Even  if  his  assertion,  that  he 
subsequently  redeemed  the  cheque,  were  correct, 
it  will  scarcely  banish  the  fact  out  of  the  world 
that  he  used  the  influence  of  his  office  as  Mini- 
ster of  the  Interior  Department  to  shield  the 
man  from  investigation  to  whom  he  was  under 
financial  obligations.    And  it  is  equally  certain 
that  in  1889  Giolitti  and  Miceli  presented  forged 
Bank  notes  to  the  Commission  which  had  been 
appointed  to  compile  a  report  with  reference  to 
the  extension  of  the  Bank  note  privilege,  and 
that  Crispi  was  aware  of  this  fact  at  the  time, 
In  a  word,  the  report  contains  a  mass  of  re- 
volting corruption  which  frightens  the  people, 
who  are  crushed  under  a  burden  of  unfortunate 
reverses,  when  they  learn  how  their  distinguished 
leaders,  who  had  been  the  pride  of  the  nation, 
gave  silent  consent  to  the  nefarious  manipula- 
tions of  a  band  of  thiefs  who  bled  the  nation 
and  ruined  the  social  and  material  welfare  of 
the  country."    We  refer  to  these  rumours  us 
our  editorial  columns. 


EXCHANGES. 

There  are  17  old  Exchanges  in  Japan,  and  54 
new  have  been  added  under  the  lately  passed 
Law,  making  a  total  of  71.  The  Jiji  Shimpo 
estimates  that  a  sum  of  fifty  thousand  yen  is  in- 
volved in  the  business  of  each  Exchange,  so  that 


the  total  capital  invested  is  2,700,000  yen.  Our 
contemporary  appears  to  endorse  the  view 
advanced  by  some  writers  that  the  money 
market  may  be  inconvenienced  by  the  with- 
drawal of  such  an  amount  of  floating  capital  as 
is  represented  by  this  sum,  together  with  the 
charges  upon  the  transactions  of  the  Exchanges 
and  the  securities  dealt  in  there.  But  such  a 
fear  seems  chimerical  as  compared  with  the 
effect  that  so  many  Exchanges  may  exercise 
on  the  price  of  the  great  staple  of  consumption, 
rice.  Exchanges  have  proved  such  strikingly 
profitable  enterprises  in  the  past,  that  a  mania 
for  multiplying  them  cannot  be  wondered  at. 
With  71  instead  of  17,  however,  a  change  will 
probably  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  share- 
holders' dreams. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 

A  certain  class  of  papers  continue  to  ventilate 
rumours  about  a  rupture  alleged  to  be  impend- 
ing between  the  statesmen  of  the  Choshu  and 
the  Satsuma  clans.  It  is  stated  that  the  younger 
members  of  the  latter  clan,  indignant  at  the 
complete  ascendency  of  Choshu  elements  in  the 
Government,  are  pursuading  Count  Kuroda  and 
Count  Saigo  to  resign.  It  is  also  reported  that 
Viscount  Takashima,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
younger  generation  of  Satsuma  men,  now  stay- 
ing at  Kobe,  is  vigilantly  watched  by  police  de- 
tectives. The  papers  publishing  these  rumours 
pretend  to  believe  that  important  changes  will 
take  place  in  the  Cabinet  before  long.  Not 
content  with  prophecying  a  inpture  between 
the  two  ruling  clans,  they  also  allege  that 
dissension  is  inevitable  between  Count  Ito  and 
Count  Inouye.  These  rumours  are  fabrications 
of  the  Opposition  politicians,  whose  object  is 
thereby  to  excite  feelings  of  suspicion  between 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet. 

*  * 

Count  Goto  continues  a  subject  of  gossip  in 
the  vernacular  press.  Most  persons  seem  to 
believe  that  he  will  organize  a  political  party. 
But  opinion  is  divided  as  to  the  basis  on  which 
he  may  proceed  to  construct  a  platform.  Some 
people  suppose  that  he  will  try  to  revive  the 
Daido  Danketsu;  while  others  state  that  he  in- 
tends to  compose  his  party  out  of  men  connect- 
ed with  commerce  and  manufactures,  his  pro- 
gramme being  the  development  of  the  material 
resources  of  the  country.  As  to  his  attitude  to- 
wards the  Government,  some  believe  that  he  will 
not  take  any  step  in  opposition  to  his  late  col- 
leagues, while  others  contend  that  he  considers 
himself  cruelly  wronged  by  Count  Ito  and  Count 
Inouye,  and  that,"  consequently,  he  will  not 
hesitate  to  head  some  powerful  agitation  against 
the  Cabinet.  The  only  inference  deducible  from 
these  conflicting  rumours,  is  that  the  public  is 
convinced  that  the  ex-Minister  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  will  not  remain  inactive. 
* 

*  * 

It  is  rumoured  that  a  powerful  section  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  including  Viscount  Torio, 
Prince  Konoye,  Baron  Watanabe,  and  others, 
is  in  favour  of  the  movement  for  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  treaties.  They  recently  ap- 
pointed Viscount  Tani  and  Baron  Watanabe 
as  their  representatives  to  wait  upon  Count 
Ito  and  represent  to  him  their  views  on  the 
subject.  They  are  also  said  to  be  strongly 
opposed  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet  on  ac- 
count of  a  question  winch  had  not  yet  been 
debated  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  They 
believe  that  the  new  House  of  Representatives 
will  be  at  least  as  much  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
treaty  enforcement  as  its  predecessor.  When 
the  question  is  again  brought  up  for  discussion, 
what  can  the  Cabinet  do  but  again  order  the 
dissolution  of  the  House  ?  Such  a  course  of 
action,  however,  must  lead  to  grave  results, 
for  it  will  serve  only  to  increase  the  strength  of 
the  movement.  In  order  to  prevent  the  disastrous 
commotions  that  may  be  caused  by  driving  the 
adherents  of  the  doctrine  of  strict  enforcement 
into  extremes,  the  members  of  the  Upper  House 
are  stated  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  Ministry 
should  now  let  it  be  understood  that  the  recent 
dissolution  of  the  Diet  was  ordered  for  reasons 
other  than  the  introduction  of  the  Representa- 
tion on  Strict  Enforcement.     They  seem  to 


think  that  such  a  childish  device  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  turn  public  attention  from  the  ques- 
tion of  treaty  enforcement.  But  we  strongly 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  reports  now  publish- 
ed in  the  papers  about  the  views  pf  these  mem- 
bers of  the  Upper  House. 

* 

*  * 

The  recent  nomination  of  ten  new  members 
to  the  House  of  Peers  is  believed  by  Op- 
position papers  to  have  been  necessitated  by  the 
increasing  strength  of  the  section  of  the  House 
opposed  to  the  Government.  The  presence  of 
Mr.  Ito  Miyoji's  name  among  the  new  nominees 
has  not  been  left  unnoticed.  He  is  spoken  of 
by  the  Government's  enemies  as  the  wire-puller 
of  the  members  well  affected  to  the  Cabinet,  and 
his  nomination  is  thought  to  have  been  rendered 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  him  to  exercise  his 
control  the  more  effectually. 

# 

*  * 

The  question  of  granting  subsidies  to  the 
Prefecture  of  Okayama  and  other  localities 
devastated  by  inundations  last  autumn,  is  said 
to  be  under  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet. 
These  subsidies  are  to  be  employed  for  the 
repair  of  roads  and  bridges  destroyed  or 
carried  away  by  the  floods.  The  Diet  having 
been  dissolved  before  the  matter  could  be 
decided,  the  Cabinet,  says  the  report,  intends 
to  grant  the  aids  on  its  own  responsibility  in  ac- 
cordance with  Article  70  of  the  Constitution. 
The  Hochi  Shimbun  adds  that  the  total  amount 
of  these  aids  is  said  to  be  nearly  7  million  yen. 
Our  contemporary  prudently  reserves  its  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  step  said  to  be  con- 
templated by  the  Government.  From  the  Nichi 
Nichi,  we  learn  that  some  members  of  the 
Cabinet  are  opposed  to  the  measure  on  the 
ground  that  it  will  not  be  approved  by  the  new 
House  of  Representatives.  It  does  not  seen, 
therefore,  that  any  decision  has  been  arrived  at. 

AN  ABSCONDER. 

Rumour  was  rife  in  commercial  circles  in 
Hongkong  on  Jan.  6th,  that  the  compradore 
of  one  of  the  most  important  enterprises  in 
the  Colony  (the  Hongkong  and  Whampoa 
Dock  Company)  had  disappeared  after  cash- 
ing a  bank  cheque  for  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  to  which  he  had  forged  the  name 
of  Mr.  E.  D.  Sanders.  The  matter,  the 
China  Mail  understands,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
police,  who  are  making  every  effort  to  discover 
the  whereabouts  of  the  absconder.  The  sum  of 
money  said  to  be  stolen  is  over  $5,000.  It  is  not 
expected  that  any  loss  will  be  sustained  by  the 
Company  who  hold  ample  securities  in  house 
property. 

THE  SHIGA  TRAGEDY. 

Brief  reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
murder  and  suicide  by  an  Inspector  of  Police 
in  the  Aichi-gawa  District  of  Shiga  Prefecture. 
Particulars  are  now  published.  The  man's  wife 
was  twenty-seven,  and  his  three  daughters,  six, 
four,  and  two,  respectively.  He  killed  them  all 
at  1  a.m.  on  21st  instant,  in  each  case  slashing 
their  bosoms  with  a  Japanese  sword  which  he 
afterwards  turned  against  himself.  The  cause 
is  not  accurately  known,  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  unfortunate  man  had  gone  out  of 
his  mind  owing  to  the  people's  expression 
of  dissatisfaction  with  his  conduct,  and  their 
recently  taken  resolve  to  prefer  a  complaint 
against  him  to  the  Prefectural  Chief  of  Police. 
On  the  previous  day,  a  fencing-match  had 
taken  place  between  the  constables  of  the 
District  at  the  Police  Station,  and  sub- 
sequently the  Inspector  had  entertained  the 
Head-men  of  the  District  and  Divisions  at  his 
house  to  celebrate  the'New  Year.  These  guests 
took  their  leave  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  after  which  the  Chief  Constable  called 
upon  the  Inspector  and  conversed  with  him  at 
some  length  about  official  business.  The  In- 
spector had  then  seemed  perfectly  collected 
and  had  shown  no  symptoms  of  the  terrible  fit 
that  afterwards  overtook  him  Nothing,  how- 
ever, is  known  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
tragedy.  On  the  following  morning,  the  maid- 
servant rose  at  her  usual  hour.  She  thought 
it  strange  that  the  voices  of  the  children  were 
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not  audible,  but  without  further  attention, 
she  performed  her  ordinary  services  in  the 
kitchen,  and  then  opened  the  shutters  of  the 
house.  The  ftb80lute  stillness  that  reigned  in 
the  family  sleeping-room  finally  drew  her  thither, 
and  what  ensued  may  easily  be  conceived.  The 
murderer  and  suicide  was  a  native  of  Kagoshima, 
only  thirty  years  of  age.  In  1880,  lie  served 
as  a  simple  constable  in  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
but  his  conspicuous  ability  earned  rapid  promo- 
tion, lie  was  transferred  to  Fukui  Prefecture 
in  the  capacity  of  District  Inspector,  and  from 
thence  he  was  promoted  last  year  to  Shiga. 
We  need  scarcely  say  that  the  hour  assigned  by 
the  vernacular  press  as  the  time  of  the  perpetra- 
tion of  the  deed  is  more  or  less  conjectural. 


BRITISH  SENTIMENT  TOWARDS  AMERICA. 

Mr.  Bayard,   the  American  Ambassador  in 
London,  has  not,  we  believe,  hitheriobeen  known 
as  a  very  effective  public  speaker  on  non-poli- 
tical subjects,  but  if  we  can  form  an  opinion 
from  the  speech  recently  delivered  by  him  at 
the  unveiling  of  the  Lowell  Memorial  Window 
and  bust,  which  have  been  placed  in  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  the  English  atmosphere  seems  to 
have  developed  in  him  a  capacity  in  this  re- 
spect such  as  lie  never  displayed  in  his  own 
country.    The  occasion  was  certainly  one  well 
fitted    to   provoke   eloquence    of    the  highest 
order.    Leading  representatives  of  the  British 
aristocracy,  of  English  politics,  law,  science, 
literature  and  art,  had  gathered  in  the  venerable 
Abbey  to  do  honour  to  the  memory  of  one  who 
had   himself,  on  previous   similar  occasions, 
fascinated  equally  distinguished  audiences;  who, 
as  poet,  was  worthy  to  be  classed  with  Milton  ; 
who  as  an  essayist  and  literary  critic  and  as  genial 
humourist  had  no  superior  and  few  equals  in 
the  English  language,  and  who  as  a  statesman 
rendered  infinite  service  to  the  two  great  English 
speaking  nations  of  the  earth  by  doing  much 
to  blot  out  the  ill-will  and  misunderstanding 
existing   between   them    since  the  American 
civil   war.    The  memorial  was  the  exclusive 
gift  of  Englishmen,  who  wished  by  it  to  show 
botli  that  it  was  their  spontaneous  gift  and  also 
that  they  claimed  a  share  in  the  proprietorship 
of  one  who  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  Ameri 
can  of  his  day.    The  ceremony   of  unveiling 
it  was  worthily  performed  by  the  eminent  scho 
lar,  Mi  .  Leslie  Stephen,  who  was  further  quali 
fied  for  the  task  by  the  fact  that  he  was,  with 
one  exception,  the  oldest  of  Lowell's  English 
friends.     His  speech  on  the  occasion  contains 
a  review  of  Lowell's  life,  work,  and  character 
that  for  eloquence,  interest,  and  terseness  might 
not  be  unfavourably  compared  with  the  best 
efforts  even  of  Lowell  himself.   From  Mr.  Bay 
aid's  equally  eloquent  address  we  extract  the 
concluding  passage  :  — 

I  am  glad,  ineed,  that  this  mark  of  honour  to  my 
dear  countryman  has  been  erected  so  soon  after  his 
death.     The  reproach,  so  often  just,  of  long  dela 
cannot  here  be  made,  nor  the  words  of  the  great  Jon 
son  be  uttered — 

"  See  nations,  slowly  wise  and  meanly  just, 
"  To  buried  merit  raise  the  tardy  bust.'' 
For  here  a  brotherhood  of  letters — kindred  spirits 
have  hastened  with  graceful  and  loving  appreciation 
to  give  to  "buried  merit "  its  just  memorial.  I  can 
not  forbear  the  wish,  however  futile,  that  he  cmil 
have  been  permitted  to  foresee  the  erection  of  these 
marks  of  honour  to  his  name.  For  I  can  well  imagine 
the  honest  and  exquisite  pleasure  it  would  have  caus- 
ed him,  for  who  could — who  so  well  as  he  did  justice 
by  pen  and  speech  to  such  acts  of  sympathy  and 
praise  to  "buried  merit?"  It  was  his  great  and 
honourable  purpose  to  bring  the  peoples  of  Hreat 
Britain  and  of  the  United  States  into  a  better  com- 
prehension  of  each  other,  to  replace  suspicions  by 
confidence,  and  ignorant  animosity  by  friendly  appre- 
ciation. He  liked  to  call  himself  "  a  man  of  letters,'' 
and  truly  he  was  a  master  of  the  English  tongue,  and 
made  his  skill  and  knowledge  an  agency  to  interpret 
the  better  feelings  of  both  branches  of  the  race  who 
share  its  glories  in  common.  In  American  homes, 
throughout  the  broad  land  over  which  the  ensign  of 
their  country  floats,  a  sense  of  grateful  pride  will  be 
felt  when  they  learn  that  the  name  and  fame  of  their 
fellow-countryman,  the  poet,  scholar,  statesman,  and 
patriot,  have  received  at  the  hands  of  Britons  this 
high  tribute  of  respect  in  their  most  venerable  temple 
of  national  religion,  honour,  and  renown.  ''Give  my 
love  to  England  in  general,"  was  a  late  message  of 
Mr.  Lowell  in  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Judge  1  nomas 
Hughes,  and  in  these  memorial  windows  and  tablet 
may  we  not  read  the  reply  of  "  England  in  general  " 


to   Famei  Russell  and  the  nation  he  faithfully  ri-pic- 
tented  »t  the  Court  of  St.  James's  P 
The  spirit  of  these  words  is  almost  Lowell's 
own.    He  did  not  at  one  period  of  his  life  love 
England.    He  had  done  so  in  his  youth,  but 
English  mistaken  criticism  on  the  civil  war.  In 
which  several  Of  his  own  nearest  relatives  fell, 
for  a  time  replaced  the  early  love  with  bitter- 
ness and  distrust.    But  these  feelings  had  dis- 
ppeared  long  before  ins  death,  before  even  he 
came  to  England  and  there  speedily  became  by 
far  the  most  popular  diplomatic  representative 
that  America  ever  had  at  the  English  Court. 
He  look  pride,  and  on  many  occasions  gave 
public  utterance  to  it,  in  the  fact  that  every  year 
Americans  came  to  England  in  greater  num- 
bers and  stopped  longer  there,  and  he  consider- 
ed that  "nothing   could   be  more  important 
than   to   preserve   the  friendliest  relation  be- 
tween   the    two     greatest    representatives  of 
this    conquering  and    colonizing    race."  At 
the  same  time,  while  carrying  out  this  policy, 
he  was   always  notorious   for  strictly  assert- 
all  his  rights  as  American  Minister  and 
for  insisting   on    the  payment  of  due  respect, 
even  in  the  smallest  detail,   to    the  Govern 
ment    which    he    represented.      During  his 
whole  life  he  was  an  earnest  Christian,  possess- 
ing an  inexhaustible  faith  in  the  Divinity  that 
atches  over  Humanity,  and  ever  strong  in  the 
belief  that  the  best  and  highest  service  of  God 
is  the  helping  of  man  : — 

He's  true  to  God  who's  true  to  man  ;  whenever  wrong  is  done 
To  the  humblest  and  the  weakest,  neath  the  all  beholding  sun. 
That  wrong  is  also  done  to  us;  and  they  are  slave>  most  base 
Whose  love  of  right  is  for  themselves  and  not  for  all  their  race. 

These  were  his  sentiments  throughout  life; 
they  made  him  the  most  earnest  of  abolitionists 
in  his  early  days,  and  in  his  later  life  the  impas- 
sioned advocate  of  the  regeneration  of  the  most 
degraded  and  outcast  classes  of  society. 


THE  ELECTIONS. 

Next  to  the  Cabinet  changes,  the  approaching 
elections  form  an  absorbing  theme.  We  notice 
ith  pleasure  that  Mr.  Hayashi  Waichi,  Tokyo's 
oldest  and  best  reputed  lawyer,  is  again  about 
to  contest  one  of  the  metropolitan  suburbs. 
This  locality  has  some  eight  hundred  people 
who  hold  the  franchise,  and  though  Mr.  Hayashi 
is  an  open  enemy  of  underhand  dealings  and 
detests  the  very  name  of  a  briber,  it  is  privately 
stated  that  the  last  election  his  two  weeks'  can- 
didature cost  him  over  three  thousand  yen. 
His  Ri-to  lival  was  then  successful,  albeit 
Mr.  Hayashi  enjoyed  the  active  support  of 
such  men  as  Dr.  Hatoyama  Kazuo  and  the 
then  spotless  Mr.  Hoshi  Torn.  But  powerful 
Government  support  turned  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  Government  man,  who  was  other 
wise  a  homo  ignolus.  Was  this,  as  Mr.  Shimada 
Saburo  and  his  confreres  so  hotly  claimed,  one 
instance  out  of  many  ? 

* 

»  * 

In  Kanagawa  Prefecture  it  is  rumoured  that 
the  election  of  Mr.  S.  Otsuka  is  a  foregone  con- 
clusion.   Up  to  the  15th  instant,  over  six  hun- 
dred votes,  out  of  a  possible  thirteen  hundred, 
had  been  promised  him.    Mr.  Otsuka  is  a  Kai- 
shin-to  partisan  with  distinctly  Ri-to  tendencies, 
it  is  said.     He  has  many  friends  and  will  no 
doubt  lead  his  opponent,   Mr.   Yamazaki,  a 
Liberal   or   Radical,  at  the  polls.    The  Kai 
shin  to  people  claim,  by-the-bye,  that  they  wil 
have  fully  70  seats  in  the  new  Lower  House. 
That  is,  however,  as  the  Bellman  remarks  in  that 
inspired  lyric,   "The  Hunting  of  the  Shark 
"  A  sentiment  open  to  doubt." 


Shanghai's  futuke. 
Mr.  Sydney  B.  J.  Skertchly  has  published 
very  admirable  essay  on  the  future  of  Shanghai, 
considered  from  the  point  of  view  of   the  huge 
Yangtze  River,  which,  steadily  and  silently  is  per- 
forming a  colossal  task  along  the  sea  coast  near 
that  flourishing  settlement.  The  Yangtze  is  2,800 
miles  in  length;  its  drainage  aie  a  is  750,000 
square  miles,  and  its  mean  discharge  per  second 
estimated  at  the  mouth,  is  750,000  cubic  feet 
or  22,000,000  millions  of  cubic  feet  annually 
The   sediment  annually   carried   down  by  its 
waters  would,  if  spread  over  a  square  mile,  make 
a  bank  229  feet  high.    Assuming  that  only  one 


hall  of  this  sediment  in  deposited  along  600 
miles  of  sea-coast,  it  follows  that  the  depth  of 
the  water  is  lessened  by  a  little  more  than  a  foot 
in  eight  yeais.    Every  year  some  six  thousand 
million  cubic  feet  of  sill  are  deposited  near  the 
coast  of  Kiangsn  and  Chekiang,  or,  staled  by 
weight,  430,000,000  tons.    "This  is  the  yearly 
tribute  of  the  Yangtze  to  the  new  lands  forming 
on  the  coast."     Mr.  Skertchly  then  proceeds 
thus'.'— "Shanghai  is  practically  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Yangtze.    Let  us  try  and  foim  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  sediment  deposited  thereabouts. 
Suppose  the  Woosung  anchorage  to  be  a  square 
of  ten  miles,  equal  to  100  square  miles,  and  the 
depth  to  average  ten  fathoms.    As  the  sediment 
equally  spread  would  raise  ihe  sea-bed  0.127 
feet  in  a  year,  it  follows  that  the  whole  would  be 
filled  up  in  480  years,  if  no  compensating  action 
took  place,  and  during  the  50  years  of  Shang- 
hai's existence  as  an  open  port  the  mean  water 
will  have  shoaled  6.35  feet.    What  wonder,  then, 
lhat  within  the  memory  of  foreigners  in  Shang- 
hai, sand  banks  have  been  converted  into  habit- 
able  islands.     But  there  is  a  compensating 
action  in  the  scouring  power  of  the  Yangtze 
itself,  of  the  Shanghai  river,  and  in  the  daily 
ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide.    Hence  ihe  channel 
is  not  silting  up  at  this  alarming  rate,  nor  the 
anchorage  as  a  whole.    But  it  is  silting  up  never- 
theless, and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  for 
the  coast-line  to  run  far  out  to  the  eastward  of 
its  present  position.    The  very  name  of  Shang- 
hai is  said  to  indicate  that  the  sea  once  bathed 
its  frontage.    We  shall  deal  in  detail  with  the 
question  of  the  formation  of  bars,  and  the  silting 
up  of  channels,  and  point  out  how  the  evil  day 
may  be  postponed." 

meetings. 

We  have  before  us  the  reports  of  various  meet- 
ings of  societies.    The  Japanese  Economic  As- 
sociation held  its  regular  meeting  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  20th  instant  in  the  Fujimiken,  Tokyo. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State  for  Finance 
was  the  guest  of  the  evening.    He  delivered  a 
speed),  in  the  course  of  which,  after  dwelling  in 
eulogistic  terms  on  the  general  progress  made 
by  the  country  during  the  Meiji  era,  and  es- 
pecially upon  the  financial  history  of  the  State, 
he  went  on  to  say  that  one  feature  of  this  latter 
emarkable  development  inspired  some  anxiety, 
namely,  the  fact  that  the  nation's  financial  pro- 
gress had  not  been  along  clearly-defined  and  dis- 
tinctly projected  lines,  but  had  been  worked  out 
more  or  less  under  the  control  of  chance.  Con- 
fidence could  not  be  reposed  in  the  permanence 
of  such  success,  and  he  thought  that  the  members 
of  the  Association  might  advantageously  devote 
themselves  to  thinking  out  some  programme  of 
definite  action  for  the  future.    He  did  not  give 
any  clue  as  to  the  nature  of  the  programme,  but 
said  that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  submit  his 
views  on  the  subject  at  some  future  date.  After 
dinner,   Mr.   Nakamura  Heizo   spoke   on  the 
identity  of  national  might  and  national  right  ; 
Mr.  Taguchi  Ukichi,  on  the  conflict  between 
the  principles  of  nationalism  and  individualism  ; 
and  Mr.  Sekiwa  Masamichi,  on  ihe  necessity  of 
transferring  all  the  railways  to  the  control  of 
the  State. 

* 

*  * 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Nippon  Commercial 
Association  was  held  in  its  office,  Shiba  Park, 
Tokyo,  on  the  15th  instant,  Mr.  Mayeda  Masa- 
ma  being  in  the  chair.  A  report  was  presented 
showing  that  application  had  been  made  to  the 
French  Representative,  asking  that  Japanese 
desiring  to  send  articles  to  the  Exhibition  in 
Lyons  next  April  should  have  the  benefit  of 
freights  reduced  by  50  per  cent,  as  well  as  total 
exemption  from  custom  duties  and  space  in  the 
exhibition  free  of  charge.  The  Minister's  reply 
was  that  he  had  lost  no  lime  in  conveying  this 
representation  to  his  Government,  but  it  re- 
mained as  yet  unanswered.  The  Chairman 
suggested  that,  in  the  event  of  these  privileges 
being  conceded,  it  would  be  advisable  to  take 
steps  for  an  abundant  display  of  Japanese  textile 
fabrics  at  Lyons,  so  as  to  extend  the  market  for 
them.  This  proposal  was  unanimously  en- 
dorsed, and  a  preliminary  conference  was  after- 
ward held  about  the  advisability  of  a  joint  meet- 
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ing  of  persons  engaged  in  the  industries  of  texiile 

fabrics,  paper,  porcelain,  lacquer,  and  bronze,  to 

be  held  in  Kyoto  in  the  middle  of  April. 
* 

*  * 

The  Railway  Council  met  on  the  15th  instant 
in  its  offices  in  the  premises  of  the  Depai  tment 
of  Communications,  General  Kawakami  being 
in  the  chair.  On  the  proposal  of  the  Chairman 
it  was  agreed  that,  despite  the  dissolution  of  the 
Diet,  the  Council  should  adhere  to  its  previous- 
ly adopted  policy  with  regard  to  the  sanction  of 
railway  construction,  and  should  continue  its 
conferences  unless  requested  by  the  Department 
of  Communication  to  suspend  them  as  a  matter 
of  prudence.  Applications  received  for  charters 
to  construct  the  Toyokawa,  Mikawa,  and  five 
other  lines  were  then  discussed  and  rejected. 


A   NEW   PLEA    IN   A    POISON  CASE. 

The  ingenuity  of  barristers  threatens  to  revolu- 
tionize the  value  of  evidence.  Hitherto,  when 
chemical  experts  have  testified  to  finding  mine- 
ral poison  in  the  body  of  a  dead  person,  it  has 
always  been  assumed  that  the  poison  was  taken 
or  administered  during  life.  But  at  the  trial  of 
Meyer  for  the  supposed  murder  of  Joseph 
Baum,  a  new  plea  was  advanced,  namely,  that 
the  poison  found  in  the  corpse  "  strayed"  there 
by  imbibition,  or  absorption,  after  death.  Dr. 
Doremus,  the  celebted  chemist,  testified  that  he 
had  analysed  the  remains  of  Baum,  and  had 
recovered  from  them  six  grains  of  antimony  and 
between  two  and  three  grains  of  arsenic.  Bat 
it  has  been  written  by  Orfila  that  "a  wretch 
might,  with  intent  to  accuse  an  innocent  man  of 
having  been  the  author  of  a  poisoning,  introduce 
a  poisonous  solution  into  the  digestive  canal  of 
a  cadaver,  which  would  then  penetrate  by  im- 
bibition to  the  most  distant  organs,  from  which 
it  would  be  extracted  by  the  experts,  who  would 
be  led  to  believe  in  poisoning."  This  opinion 
having  been  read  to  Professor  Doremus,  he  was 
asked  whether  he  agreed  with  it,  and  having 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  was  next  ques- 
tioned thus: — "Then,  can  you  swear  positively 
that  the  arsenic  you  found  in  those  organs  was 
there  before  death  ?"  "  I  cannot,"  replied  the 
witness. 

THE    PARLIAMENTARY   VACANCY  AT  ACCRINGTON. 

The  law  office,  the  appointment  to  which,  as  we 
anticipated,  caused  the  vacancy  in  the  above 
electoral  division  in  England,  was,  we  now  see, 
that  of  Recorder  of  Manchester,  rendered  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mr.  West.  This  office, 
though  it  cannot  be  considered  one  of  the  great 
law  offices  of  the  crown,  is  highly  important  and 
well  paid,  and  though  it  is  entirely  a  judicial 
one,  its  holder  can  continue  to  sit  in  Parlia- 
ment and  practice  at  the  bar.  Mr.  West's  death 
can  scarcely  be  considered  a  great  public  loss. 
He  was  an  eminent  criminal  lawyer,  but  as  a 
judge  he  earned  notoriety  for  the  almost  savage 
severity  of  his  sentences,  and  unfortunately  in  the 
adjoining  equally  great  borough  of  Liverpool, 
the  Recorder,  Mr.  Hopwood,  was  just  as  famous 
for  clemency.  The  scandal  was  frequently  seen 
of  a  criminal  in  one  borough  receiving  a  sen- 
tence of  a  few  months'  imprisonment,  while, 
with  other,  an  equally  guilty  offender  was  con- 
demned to  as  many  years  of  penal  servitude. 
In  frequent  instances  the  interference  of  the 
Home  Secretary  had  to  be  moved  in  regard  to 
Mr.  West's  treatment  of  the  unlucky  lawbreaker 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  come  before  him. 


CHINESE  ROBBERS. 

A  Shantung  correspondent  of  the  North  China 
Daily  News  thus  describes  the  latest  escapade 
of  a  band  of  Chinese  robbers  :— "  T'angihsien  a 
city  about  twenty-five  miles  south  of  this  city,  was 
raided  by  a  large  band  of  robbers  four  or  five 
nights  ago.  The  band  surrounded  the  city, 
entered  at  each  gate,  shouting  and  firing  off 
guns  to  scare  off  all  thought  of  resistance,  and 
crying  out  that  they  were  the  friends  of  the 
people  come  to  take  vengeance  upon  their 
oppressors,  proceeded  to  the  yamitt  where 
they  made  demand  for  money.  Here,  assembled 
in  force,  it  was  apparent  at  once  to  the  lictors 
and  soldiers  that  their  numbers  were  insufficient 
to  cope  with  the  robbers,  and  so  they  fled  with- 


out making  any  resistance,  leaving  the  official 
to  make  such  terms  with  them  as  he  thought 
best.  This  he  did  by  giving  up  all  the  silver 
that  he  had  on  hand,  something  over  a  thousand 
taels.  Since  then,  the  underlings  have  been  in 
hiding.  The  robbers  are  said  to  have  numbered 
about  one  hundred  men.  The  home  of  these 
robbers  and  of  those  who  have  infested  this 
region  during  the  summer,  is  said  to  be  Ts'ao- 
chofu  in  the  south-west  corner  of  this  province." 

"  good  dog ! " 
A  dog  story,  told  me  by  the  owner  of  the  dog, 
is  too  remarkable,  says  a  writer  in  a  home  paper, 
to  be  passed  by.  It  seems  that  one  evening 
when  the  gentleman  in  question  was  absent 
from  home,  his  wife  and  some  other  ladies  who 
were  in  the  drawing-room  noticed  a  peculiar 
agitation  in  the  long  lace  window-curtains. 
This  was  found  to  be  caused  by  a  mouse,  which 
was  running  from  end  to  end  of  the  curtain- 
pole  without  being  able  to  find  its  way  down. 
Poker,  tongs,  fancy  brushes,  and  other  weapons 
were  brought  into  requisition  to  dislodge  the 
intruder,  and  everyone  present,  including  a  fine 
retriever  dog,  became  much  excited.  Even- 
tually the  mouse  either  leapt  or  fell  to  the  floor, 
and  then,  of  course,  the  ladies  flung  away  their 
weapons,  jumped  on  chairs,  and  screamed. 
The  mouse  took  temporary  refuge  in  a  comer. 
What  did  the  dog  do?  It  rushed  off  to  the 
kitchen  and  brought  the  family  cat  back  in  its 
mouth.  In  a  moment  or  so  afterwards  the  cat 
started  off  to  the  kitchen  with  the  mouse  in  her 
mouth.    This  is  an  absolutely  true  story. 

AMCENITATES  EXOTICJE. 
Sunt  quibus  Gangis  chorus,  aut  anhelans 
Maenas  Aegypti  placet  impudicae, 
Me  juvat  ducens  gracilis  jocusas 

Geisha  choreas 
Vespeii  linquens  casulam  novercae, 
Jam  nigrescentein  properat  per  urbem, 
Mensa  vix  durae  tria  lustia  vitae, 

Parvula  cantrix 
Divitum  mensis  adhibetur,  omni 
Grata  conuivae,  cita  sive  currit 
Passerinarumque  dapum  ministia, 

Oenophorusque ; 
Seu  per  ambages  celens  choreas, 
Dum  sonant  cantus  querulaeque  chordae, 
Labitur,  molli  manuum  pedumque 

Non  sine  rhythmo. 
Zona  resplendet  volitantis  :  undat, 
Exprimens  anus,  chirimena  vestis  ; 
Labra  surrident ;  hyacinthinique 

Balsama  fragrant. 
Crinis,  ornant  quem  nitor  ipse  et  albus 
Flosculus,  testudineusve  pecten 
Nec  minus  cantante  placet  puellae 

Lenis  ad  aurem 
Vox  susurrantis,  placet  et  protervus 
Risus, — at  nigris  oculis  caveto  : 
Queis  minus  Circe  male  temperato 
Fascinet  haustu 


RUSSIAN  V.   AMERICAN  OIL. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  a  London 
paper  says: — ''If  Russia  can  successfully  com- 
pete, as  is  threatened,  with  American  oil  in  the 
East  India  and  Japan  trade,  it  will  about  kill 
the  long-voyage  business  of  American  sailing- 
ships,  as  the  bottom  seems  to  have  fallen  out 
of  the  round-the-Horn  trade,  and  there  is  no- 
thing else  in  sight  for  them.  Even  the  big 
American  clipper  Roanoke,  the  largest  wooden 
sailing-vessel  afloat,  which  was  especially  built 
for  the  San  Francisco  business,  but  only  made 
one  round  trip  there,  is  now  loading  at  this 
port  on  an  oil  charte"  for  Shanghai.  She  is  to 
take  125,000  cases  at  22  cents  freight.  This 
will  load  her  down  approximately  to  27^  feet 
draught,  and  as  there  is  only  21  to  24  feet  of 
water  at  Shanghai,  and  she  will  consequently 
have  to  lighten  cargo  there,  the  profits  of  the 
voyage  will  form  an  interesting  calculation." 

THE  ARMY   OF  THE  AMUR. 

According  to  a  Peking  letter  to  a  Shanghai  con- 
temporary, the  new  arms  and  ammunition  sent 
last  year  for  the  troops  in  the  Amur  region  or 
Huntsun,  amounted  to  10,000  stand  of  Mauser 
rifles,  twelve  Hotchkiss  machine  guns,  and 
twelve  mountain  two-pounder  breech-loading 
guns,  and  eight  steel  Krupp  field-pieces.  Two 
million  cartridges  have  also  been  provided  for 
each  kind  of  arm.  HE.  E-k'e-tang-a,  the 
Tartar-General   of    Heilungchiang,  however, 


alive  to  the  weakness  of  the  forces  under  him, 
has  recently  memorialised  for  additional  troops, 
arms,  and  ammunition  of  the  newest  type,  as 
well  as  qualified  drill  instructors.  He  says 
there  is  no  lack  of  men,  and  with  the  necessary 
weapons  he  could  arm  40,000  men  from 
amongst  the  native  Tartars  alone,  but  he  insists 
upon  proper  drill  instructors  and  officers  to 
lead  them. 

"rude  and  conscienceless." 
The  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  under  the  heading 
"  Attempt  by  a  foreigner  to  purchase  a  house  in 
Ginza,"  has  a  deliciously  characteristic  para- 
graph, which  loses  nothing  of  its  piquancy  by 
being,  as  it  probably  is,  wholly  untrue.  "  A 
certain  well-known  watch-and-clock  dealer, 
who  carries  on  business  in  the  main  street  of 
Ginza,  desirous  of  selling  his  premises,  re- 
cently invoked  the  assistance  of  an  agent, 
through  whom  he  presently  received  a  bid  of 
5,500  yen.  Inquiries  as  to  the  source  of  the 
offer  revealed  the  fact  that  it  had  come  from 
a  foreigner  residing  in  Yokohama,  who  wished 
to  buy  the  place  in  the  name  of  his  mistress, 
Chichi.  The  proprietor  was  greatly  surprised 
and  incensed.  However  many  thousands  of  yen 
might  be  offered,  he  declared,  nothing  could 
induce  him  to  be  guilty  of  the  lawlessness  of 
selling  to  a  foreigner.  Truly  when  we  remem- 
ber the  excitement  at  present  prevailing  about 
strict  enforcement  of  the  Treaties,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  foreigner  making  such  an 
offer,  is  sufficiently  rude  and  conscienceless." 


the  great  chancellor  again. 
Ever  since  Bismarck's  retirement  German 
journalists  have  been  unwearied  discussing  the 
causes  of  his  disappearance  from  official  life. 
Dr.  Hans  Blum,  in  his  recently  published  work, 
"  The  German  Empire  at  the  Time  of  Bismarck," 
has  tried  to  answer  some  of  the  questions  asked 
by  the  German  public.  As  soon  as  the  Emperor 
— so  Mr.  Blum  informs  us — heard  of  Wind- 
thorst's  now  famous  visit  to  Prince  Bismarck,  he 
sent  the  Chief  of  his  Civil  Cabinet,  von  Lucanus, 
to  the  Chancellor  with  the  command  that  Bis- 
marck must  first  report  to  the  Emperor  before  re- 
ceiving members  of  parliament  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  politics.  The  Prince  begged  the 
Chief  of  the  Civil  Cabinet  to  inform  His  Majesty 
that  he  could  not  permit  anybody  to  con- 
trol his  threshold.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  15th  of  March,  while  Bismarck  was 
still  in  bed,  the  Emperor  appeared  at  the 
Chancellor's  residence  and  demanded  an  im- 
mediate interview.  The  Prince  dressed  quickly 
and,  after  appearing  before  the  Emperor,  was 
asked  what  had  been  the  meaning  of  his  inter- 
view with  Dr.  Windthorst.  The  Chancellor 
replied  that  only  private  matters  had  been  dis- 
cussed. The  Emperor  insisted  on  his  right  to 
know  in  good  time  of  Bismarck's  meeting  a 
party  leader  like  Windthorst,  while  the  Prince 
declared  that  as  far  as  his  seeing  members  of 
parliament  was  concerned,  he  could  not  allow 
himself  to  be  placed  under  surveillance,  that 
nobody  could  control  his  private  threshold. 
"  When  I,  in  my  capacity  as  sovereign,  com- 
mand it,  do  you  then  still  object  ? "  exclaimed 
the  Emperor  in  great  excitement.  "The  com- 
mand of  my  lord  and  sovereign  ends  where 
the  salon  of  my  wife  begins,"  replied  the  Chan- 
cellhr,  and  then  he  added  that  only  on  account 
of  his  promise  to  Emperor  William  I.  to  con- 
tinue to  serve  also  his  grandson,  had  he  remained 
at  his  present  post;  but  that  he  was  ready  to 
retire  at  any  time  if  his  farther  services  were 
inconvenient  to  the  Emperor.  On  the  morning 
of  the  17th  of  Match,  General  von  Hahnke, 
Chief  of  the  Military  Cabinet,  was  sent  to  Bis- 
marck with  the  command  to  call  for  his 
resignation  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor.  The 
general  did  not,  however,  convey  the  sovereign's 
desire  in  a  direct  and  explicit  manner,  and  so 
the  Prince  declared  that  he  would  not  desert 
the  colours,  as  this,  under  the  circumstances, 
seemed  to  him  like  disloyalty  (o  the  nation  and 
Emperor ;  that  if  he  should  offer  his  re- 
signation, a  most  misleading  light  would  be 
thrown  upon  the  events  then  transpiring  ;  that 
the  Emperor,  like  the  Sovereign  of  Austria, 
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could  dismiss  ii  minister  with   B  "  We  have 
deemed  it  best  ;"  ami  that  for  these  leasons  lie 
could  not  conclude  Ins  public  career  with  an 
act  so  contrary  to  the  logic  of  the  situation. 
That  same  day  the  chief  of  the  Civil  Cabinet 
then  appeared  and  demanded,  in  the  name  of 
the  Emperor,  Prince  Bismarck's  resignation  at 
a  specified  hour,  offering  at  the  same  time  the 
title  of  Duke  ot  Lauenburg  and  a  liberal  dona- 
tion 10  enable  the  new  duke  to  live  in  a  manner 
becoming  his  position.    The  Prince,  however, 
replied  that  if  he  had  wanted   to  be  a  duke, 
he    could    have    been    made    one    long  be- 
fore,  and  as  to   a  donation,  be  could  surely 
not  be   expected    to    close  his  public  career 
by  accepting    a  gratuity  such  as    is  usually 
given     about      New     Year    to  particularly 
zealous  letter-camera.    In  view  of  the  deter- 
mined command  of  the  sovereign,  however,  the 
Prince  fell  a  great  relief,  amounting  almost  to 
cheerfulness,  as  .all  responsibility  for  his  re- 
signation had  thus  been  assumed  by  the  Em 
peror  himself.    He  declared — we  still  follow  the 
narrative  of  Dr.  Blum — that  if  the  sovereign 
would  dismiss  him,  he  was  ready  to  sign  the 
document  at  once;  if  a  letter  of  resignation 
the  last  official  document  of  a  Minister  not  al- 
together unworthy  of  his  country,  was  insisted 
upon,  he  must  have  more  than  the  specified 
time.    This  was  a  simple  duty  he  owed  to  him 
self  and  history.    This  letter  was  written  from 
the  1 8th  to  the  19th  of  March,  but  its  contents 
are  of  course  not  known  to  any  but  those  directly 
concerned.    The  Emperor  did  not  receive  the 
letter  until  the  afternoon  of  the.  20th  and  could 
only  just  have  read  it,  when  the  two  Chiefs  of  the 
Civil  and  Military  Cabinet,  von  Lucauus  and 
General  von  Hahnke,  brought  Bismark's  dis- 
missal, the  dignity  of  a  ducal  title,  and  the  pro- 
mise of  His  Majesty's  picture,  life  size.  On 
the  26th  the  old  statesman  called  at  the  palace 
and  took  his  leave.    The  Empress  received  him 
first,  pressed  his  hand  firmly,  and  bade  him  a 
touching  farewell,  as  did  also  the  young  princes, 
her  sons.    Then  the  Emperor  made  his  appear- 
ance, but  what  passed   between  the  sovereign 
and  his  retiring  chancellor  is  a  mere  matter  of 
speculation  and  will  certainly  not  soon  become 
public.    One  of  the  statements  of  the  hook,  that 
Minister  von  Botticher  had  said  to  the  Emperor: 
"  If  Your  Majesty  wishes  to  emulate  the  Great 
Frederick,  Your  Majesty  must    first  remove 
Prince  Bismarck,"  has  since  been  contradicted 
by  the  Official  Gazette;  with  regard  to  all  the 
other  points,  however,  the  press  and  the  public 
of  Germany  are  very  mucu  in  the  dark.  The 
papers  call  for  an  official  and  comprehensive 
account  of  the  actual  facts,  on  the  plea  that  they 
cannot  be  forever  kept  secret;  but  the  semi- 
official Cologne  Gazette  informs  its  readers  that, 
probably  fr,nm  a  desire  to  prevent  the  reopening 
of  old  sores,  the  Emperor  has  enjoined  those 
near  him  at  the  time  from  divulging  anything 
connected  with  those  eventful  days  of  March. 


A   NEW  MBDICAL   SCHOOL   IN  CHINA. 

We  note  another  of  those  progressive  steps  in 
China  which  are  always  interpreted  at  the  time 
by  enthusiastic  observers  as  indications  of  the 
commencement  of  the  great  national  march 
ttiat  China  is  constantly  on  the  verge  of  making 
but  never  makes.    This  lime  it  is  the  opening 
of  a  new  medical  school  in  Tientsin,  an  incident 
described  by  a  correspondent  of  the  North 
China  Herald  as  a  "  great  and  novel  departure 
in  Chinese  education."    The  school  owes  its 
origin  to  the  late  Dr.  McKenzie,  who  during 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  saved  a  portion  of  the 
allowance  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  Viceroy 
Li,  Lady  Li,  and  some  wealthy  officials,  design- 
ing it  lo  form  the  nucleus  of  a  building  fund. 
At  this  philanthropist's  death,  disputes  arose 
about  the  money  he  had  saved,  and  it  ultimately 
reverted  to  the  Chinese,  but  the  dead  man's 
benevolent  scheme  lived,  and  now,  owing  to  the 
influence  exercised  upon  the  Viceroy  by  Mrs. 
Dr.  King  and  Dr.  Irwin,  the  school  has  oeen 
erected  and  equipped  at  a  cost  of  about  30,000 
Tls.    Funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school 
are  to  be  regularly  provided,  and  twenty-three 
English-speaking  students  are  to  be  lodged, 
boarded,  and  taught  gratis.    The  opening  cere 


mony  was  performed  on  the  191I1  ult.  by  ihe 
Vicerov  in  person,  and  was.  ol  course,  the  oc- 
casion for  some  eloquent  add  1  esses.  We  extiacl 
from  the  North  China  Herald  ihe  following 
interesting  comments  on  the  event  : — 

Medicine  in  China  lias  been  in  low  repute  for  all 
the  ages.  I  he  medical  man  has  been  classed  with 
barbers  and  Mich  people,  and  though  consulted,  of 
course,  has  enjoyed  or  not  enjoyed  a  very  unsavoury 
reputation,  or  at  the  least  has  been  of  no  consider, 
ition.  China  is  not  unique  in  its  low  estimate  ;  as  we 
all  know  a  century  and  .1  half  ago  ihe  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  obtained  its  first  charter  and  the  barbers 
and  surgeons  dissolved  the  partnership  they  had  had 
th  ea'rh  other  for  two  hundred  years.  Since  then 
what  have  the  surgeons  not  accomplished  ? 

The  Chinese  have  had  physicians.  1  hey  have 
names  in  their  writings  of  men  who  have  been  famous 
in  the  healing  art,  among  which  two  are  best  known 
to  foreigners,  namely  Hua  To  and  V 11  Chi.  'J  hey 
were  of  course  charlatans  from  oui  point  of  view, 
worse  even  than  Doctor  Suigrado.  But  the  former 
of  these  was,  if  the  accounts  are  to  be  believed,  a  bit 
of  a  surgeon.  On  one  occasion  lie  opened  up  the 
arm  of  a  man  wounded  by  an  arrow  and  '  scraped  the 
bone.'  We  do  not  pretend  to  know  what  this  means, 
but  it  indicates  surgery  of  some  degree.  But  it  is 
inconceivable  that  any  one  can  be  more  ignorant  of 
the  profession  by  which  he  obtains  his  daily  bread 
than  the  modern  Chinese  doctor.  1 1  is  knowledge  of 
the  inside  of  a  man  is  at  an  absolute  zero  or  even 
worse.  Misleading  is  much  too  mild  a  term  ;  sui  h 
crass  ignorance  is  scarcely  appreciable,  and  not  much 
wonder. 

1  he  first  spade-full   of  this  enormous   mound  of 
ignorance  was  removed  by  the  Grand  Old  Man,  the 
Viceroy   of  Chihli,  when  he  opened   in   person  the 
medical  college  at   Tientsin.    The  college  scheme  is 
not  new.     It  is  now  some  six  years  since  Dr  Myers 
brought  his  students  here  for  examination  by  our  own 
medical  body  and  some  four  years  since  he  took  them 
to  Tientsin  to  present  them  to  the  great  satrap  of  the 
North.     His  reward  was  the  cost  of  his  venture,  for 
his  nominal  honorary  surgeonship  is  nothing.  The 
existence  of  this  new  college  may  be  more  especially 
ascribed  to  the  work  of  Drs.   McKenzie,  Irwin,  and 
Mrs.  King.    The  name  of  the  first  of  these  lives  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Northern   people  with  spring  freshness  ; 
the  name  ot  the  second  is  famous,  ami  no  less  honour 
is  due  to  the  talented  lady  whose  name  stands  third. 
Her  sex  gained  her  admission  to  the  ladies'  apartments 
of  the  Viceroy  Li,  her  talents  and  sweetness  and  tact 
have  given  her  a  unique  position,  and  as  '  she  who 
rocks  the  cradle  rules  the  world,'  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  she  did  as  much  to  found  the  college  as 
those  who  actually  proposed  it  to  the  Viceroy  and 
obtained   his  sanction.    The  last  step  has  now  been 
t;d<en,  the  work  begun  in  1889  1ms  been  brought  to  a 
successful  conclusion,  and  the  Medical  College  stands 
ready  to  do  its  work.    As  a  useful  institution  and  is  a 
civilising   influence  Ihe  healing   art  has  never  been 
surpassed,  and  we  sincerely  wish  the  Imperial  Medical 
College  all  success  in  its  mission  to  relieve  this  Far 
Eastern  branch  of  suffering  humanity.    I n  this  country 
where  so  much  depends  upon  the  individuality  of  a 
statesman  an  institution  of  this  kind  may  be  almost 
regarded  as  the  woik  of  the  man  who  favours  its  birth, 
and  we  hope  that  the  college  will  be  a  lasting  memorial 
worthy  of  the  talents  of  Li  Chung-t'ang. 


to  have  a  particular  detestation  for  coloured 
races,  he  recommended  that  the  emigration  of 

Japanese  lo  such  parts  should  be  discouraged. 
He  also  pointed  out  thai  there  were  now  a  very 
large  number  of  Japanese  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  colony,  and  they  had  practically  got  the 
pearl  and  beche-de  iner  fisheries  in  their  hands. 
It  was  therefore  advisable  that  the  number  of 
passports  granted  by  the  Japanese  Government 
to  their  people  should  be  restricted  as  much  as 
possible,  So  far  no  reply  has  been  received  from 
the  Japanese  Government. — Brisbane  Courier. 


JAPAN  KSE   IN   AUS  TRALI  A. 

Some  negotiations  have  lately  been  going  on 
between  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  Queensland 
and  the  Government  of  Japan  with  regard  to 
the  inflow  of  Japanese  into  that  Colony.  At- 
tention was  first  drawn  to  the  matter  by  an  oc- 
currence brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment by  the  representative   of  Japan  in 
Australia.    Two  Japanese  had  been  murdered 
by  aboriginals  in  the  northern  part  of  Queens- 
land, and  the  Japanese  Consul  asked  for  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  with  a  view  to  bringing  the 
murderers  to  justice.    Mr.  Tozer  had  full  in- 
quiries made,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
murders  were  committed  in  a  place  where  the 
police  had  110  power  to  prevent  outrages.  The 
Japanese  in  question  were  pursuing  their  oc- 
cupation in  the  pot  lion  of  Queensland  inhabited 
by  wild  aboriginals.    Mr.  Tozer  communicated 
this  fact  to  the  Japanese  Government  with  the 
assurance  that  whatever  property  belonging  to 
the  deceased  that  could  be  recovered  should  be 
restored  to  their  relatives.    He  added  that  the 
man  had  been  murdered  by  a  tribe,  but  the 
members  of  it  who  were  actually  concerned  in 
the  outrage  were  unknown.    He  urged  that  it 
would  be  wise  far  the  Consul  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Japanese  Government  the  fact 
that  Japanese  coming  here  and  working  in  this 
part  of  Queensland  run  the  risks  necessarily 
attending  their  being  brought  into  contact  with 
blacks.    Moreover,  as  the  blacks  were  known 


A  SIGN    O F  THE  Tl  MBS. 

T'H*  New  Year's  supplement  of  the  Kokumin- 
no-Tomo  contains  a  significant  story  by  Mr. 
Mural  Gensai,  one  of  the  rising  novelists  of  the 
day.    The  story  in  itself  is  commonplace,  and 
would  not  be  worth  notice  at  all,  did  it  not  con- 
tain some  significant  allusions  to  the  position  of 
foreigners  in  this  country.     The  heroine  is  a 
young  girl  of  seventeen  or  eighteen,  pretty  and 
high  spirited,  the  daughter  of  a  curio  dealer, 
Yamatoya,  in    Fusomachi,   Yokohama.  Her 
betrothed,  a  young  officer  in  the  Imperial  Navy, 
Chishima  Kanrokuro  by  name,  has  just  returned 
from  France  where  he  studied  torpedo  tactics. 
He  suffers,  however,  from  an  eye  disease  and 
soon   loses  the  use  of  his    sight.  Chivalry 
prompts  him  to  propose  the  cancellation  of  the 
marriage  promise,  which  proposal  is  gladly  ac- 
cepted by   the  would-be  bride's  parents,  who 
belong  to  the  worst  type  of  greedy  and  vulgar 
merchants  in  the  open  ports.    They  had  been 
repenting   of    their  promise  to  a  poor  Naval 
officer,  tor  they  had   subsequently  received  a 
tempting   proposal  for   their   daughter's  hand 
from  the  richest  foreign  merchant  in  the  Settle- 
ment.     Hence  they,  advise  her  to   lake  the 
opulent  foreign  suitor  instead  of  a  blind  officer 
who  has  no  future  prospects.    MissOTei,  how- 
ever, indignantly  rejects  the  ignominous  advice 
of  her  parents,  and   declares  her  resolution  to 
stand  true  to  her  lover,  even  against  their  will. 
She  manages  to  slip  out  of  the  house  and  calls 
upon  Lieutenant  Chishima  at  his  house  at  Ota. 
He  lives  with  his  aged  mother,  there  being,  be- 
sides, as  is  usual  in  the  houses  of  educated  men 
in  Japan,  a  student  who  is  fed  and  schooled  in 
consideration  of  doing  some  very  light  work 
in  the  house.  In  a  modest  and  bashful  manner, 
she  begs  the  young  officer  to  take  her  for  his 
wife  just  as  though  he  had  not  lost  his  eye- 
sight.    He  and  his  mother  in  vain  endeavour 
to  prevent  her  from  taking  a  hasty  step  of  which 
she  may  repent  afterwards.    Finding  her  re- 
solute   and    immovable,   Chishima   agrees  to 
marry,  her  with  sincere  expressions  of  gratitude 
and   admiration.     He   proposes   to   visit  her 
parents  and  arrange  matters  with    them,  and 
goes  out  in  his  jinrikisha  for  the  purpose.  At 
the  corner  of  Shikokumachi,  his  jinrikisha  is 
upset  by  a  carriage  driven  by  a  foreigner,  the 
identical  person  who  wants  to  marry  Miss  O 
Tei.    The  jinrikisha  man  is  badly  wounded, 
and   Chishima  is  thrown  out  and  slightly  in- 
jured.   As  the  carriage  begins  to  hurry  away, 
the  young  officer,  blind  as  he  is,  climbs  on  to 
it  from   behind  and    clings  there,  despite  a 
shower  of  blows  from  the  occupant   of  the 
vehicle.    As  the  carriage  enters  the  yard  of  its 
owner's  residence,  the  gate  is  shut  and  the  fo- 
reigner alights.    The  blind  officer  also  jumps 
down,  but  falls  upon  a  large  stone  and  is  for  a 
lime  unable  lo  rise.    The  foreigner  stands  beside 
him,  addresses  lo  him  various  abusive  epithets, 
and  even  kicks  him.    In  a  fury  of  indignation, 
Chishima  forgets  his  pain  ami  springs  upon 
the  foreigner.   But  (he  people  of  the  house  soon 
come  to  their  master's  rescue,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate Japanese  is  again  brought  to  the  ground. 
While  writhing  with  pain,  Chishima  demands  the 
name  of  his  assailant,  and  his  demand  is  an- 
swered by  a  cook  who  boastingly  tells  him  that 
he  has  the  honour  of  being  in  the  presence  of 
the  rich   English   merchant,  Mr.  Lavelle,  of 
Messrs.  Lavelle  and  Company.    At  the  mention 
of  this  name,  Chishima  again  tries  to  raise  him- 
self and  seize  the  detested  foreigner.    The  latter 
taunts  him  by  alluding  to  the  powerlessness  of 
Japanese  police  over  foreigners,  and  by  pointing 
out,  in  an  arrogant  tone,  that  Japan  is  regarded 
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by  a  British  Order  in  Council  as  a  dependency 
of  England.  When  Chishima  tells  his  name 
and  status  and  vows  vengenance,  the  Japanese 
war  vessels  are  declared  to  be  inferior  to  Eng- 
lish fishmg-boals.  Upon  this  Chishima  seizes 
a  stone  and  throws  it  at  the  foreigner.  The 
missile  hits  its  mark,  and  the  blind  lieutenant 
is  beaten  nearly  to  death,  and  thrown  out  of  the 
gale  in  a  half-unconscious  state.  He  is  soon 
surrounded  by  a  number  of  Japanese  who  are 
on  watch  to  prevent  traders  secretly  transacting 
business  with  the  company,  which  tias  been 
boycotted  by  the  Japanese  merchants.  A  police- 
man also  appears  on  the  scene.  He  is  request- 
ed by  Chishima  to  enter  the  house  and  arrest 
the  foreigner.  The  constable  points  out  that 
under  the  present  system  he  is  powerless  to  take 
any  effective  step,  "  especially,"  says  he,  "  as 
we  are  now  under  instructions  to  treat  foreigners 
with  particular  consideration."  "Who  has  issued 
such  instructions?"  "  It  matters  not,''  answers 
the  constable,  "  who  has  issued  such  instruc- 
tions, but  they  are  the  result  of  a  weak  and 
cowardly  policy,  and  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
charge of  our  official  duties,  we  very  often  feel 
keen  exasperation."  Meanwhile,  Miss  O  Tei, 
together  with  her  future  mother-in-law,  is  trem- 
bling with  dread  about  the  fate  of  tier  future 
husband,  for  the  jinrikisha  man  has  relumed 
sorely  injured,  but  without  any  definite  inform- 
ation as  his  master.  By  and  by  Chishima  comes 
home,  when  his  wounds  are  at  once  dressed  by 
a  doctor,  and  he  is  sent  to  sleep  by  means  of 
medicine.  His  old  mother  burns  with  indigna- 
tion against  the  hateful  foreigner,  and  O  Tei, 
taking  down  a  kakemono  from  the  alcove,  goes 
out  on  the  pretence  of  paying  a  visit  to  her 
mother,  her  real  destination  being  Lavelle's 
house.  As  she  approaches  the  place,  she  is 
delected  by  the  watch  stationed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood on  behalf  of  the  boycotting  guild,  and 
while  protesting  against  their  suspicions,  she  is 
noticed  by  the  master  of  the  house,  who  causes 
his  employes  to  sally  out  with  clubs  and  sticks 
and  disperse  the  inquisitive  sentinels.  O  Tei 
is  at  once  shown  into  Lavelle's  room.  The 
latter  locks  the  door,  and  inviting  his  fair 
visitor  to  take  a  seat,  endeavours  lo  placate  her 
by  offering  her  wine  and  cake.  She  asks  him 
lo  buy  the  kakemono,  as  she  badly  wants  money. 
Unfolding  it,  she  invites  him  to  inspect  it,  and 
while  he  is  bending  over  it,  he  stabs  him  in  the 
side  with  a  dagger  purchased  on  her  way  from 
her  future  home.  After  putting  an  end  to  the 
Englishman's  life,  O  Tei  surrenders  herself  to 
the  police.  Such  is  the  brief  outline  of  the 
story.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  poem,  in  which 
the  writer  laments  the  death  of  his  countrymen 
who  li«  buried  in  the  sea*  with  the  wreck  of  the 
Nor  mention. 


CIRCULAR  TO  LOCAL  GOVERNORS. 

Thr  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  has 
taken  steps  to  correct  an  evil  which  may  be 
described  as  special  to  the  time.  In  these  days 
when  the  Opposition's  chief  outcry  is  against 
the  intrusion  of  personal  considerations  into  the 
Government,  it  is  curious  to  see  how  the  people 
throughout  the  localities  consider  it  necessary 
to  resort  to  personal  influence  in  the  pursuit  of 
all  their  aims.  Whenever  any  project  is  set  on 
foot  requiring  the  endorsement  of  the  Central 
Government,  a  body  of  men  are  almost  invari- 
ably despatched  from  the  locality  chiefly  in- 
terested to  canvass  officialdom  in  the  capital. 
The  same  course  is  adopted  when  a  Bill  has  to 
be  pushed  in  the  Diet,  or  a  Petition  supported. 
The  latter  method  is,  of  course,  very  familiar  in 
the  West  under  the  name  of  "  lobbying ;"'  nor 
is  it  at  all  peculiar  to  Japan  that  the  interest  of 
a  scheme  should  be  promoted  by  direct  inter- 
course with  the  officials  who  can  sanction  or 
veto  it.  But  the  committee  system  in  Japan 
is  a  more  pretentious  and  cumbersome  kind  of 
affair  than  we  are  familiar  with  in  Europe.  It 
is  necessarily  very  costly.  The  members  of  a 
committee  sometimes  remain  for  several  months 
in  the  capita!,  and  being  naturally  more  or  less 
strange  to  the  ways  of  the  city,  as  well  as  un- 
acquainted with  the  avenues  by  which  official- 
dom may  be  approached,  they  often  become  a 
prey  to  clever  adventurers  who  render  them  de- 


lusive assistance  at  heavy  charges.  This  evil 
assumes  particularly  large  dimensions  where  the 
establishment  of  an  exchange  is  in  question. 
Owing  to  the  existence  of  some  tradal  abuses, 
or  economic  defects  not  yet  cleaily  analyzed, 
exchanges  in  Japan  are  extravagantly  profit- 
able to  their  shareholders,  and  the  desire  to 
establish  them  is  proportionately  keen.  Hence, 
when  a  charter  for  opening  an  exchange  is 
sought,  the  regular  habit  is  to  despatch  a 
large  committee  to  Tokyo  and  maintain  it 
there  doing  imaginary  work  and  squandering 
real  money  for  weeks  and  months.  It  is 
to  correct  this  extravagant  folly  that  Count 
Inouye  has  taken  the  unusual  step  of  directing 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Commerce  and  In- 
dustry to  address  a  circular  to  Local  Governors 
describing  the  prevalence  of  the  above  abuse, 
declaring  the  utter  inutility  of  such  committees, 
and  counselling  the  people  in  the  provinces  not 
to  waste  their  money  upon  such  futile  measures. 
* 

We  read  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo  that  the  issue  of 
the  above  circular  was  precipitated  by  an  attempt 
to  defraud  the  people  of  Toyohashi.  The 
anxiety  of  these  folks  to  procure  a  license  for 
establishing  an  Exchange  was  well  understood, 
and  when  the  authorities  had  decided  to  grant 
the  license,  but  before  the  fact  had  yet  been  offi- 
cially announced,  a  clever  schemer,  having 
privately  obtained  information  of  the  slate  of 
affairs,  telegraphed  to  the  projectors  of  the  Ex- 
change in  Toyohashi  saying  that  he  had  devised 
a  scheme  which,  if  pursued,  could  not  fail  to 
secure  a  license  promptly.  For  its  prosecution, 
however,  a  sum  of  three  thousand  yen  was  re- 
quired, which  amount  he  begged  them  to  remit 
by  wire.  The  Toyohashi  projectors  were  shrewd 
enough  to  telegraph  to  the  Bureau  of  Commerce 
and  Industry  before  disbursing  the  required 
amount.  Thus  the  swindler  was  defeated,  and 
the  Bureau  provoked  to  immediate  action. 

BIRDS  OF   A  FEATHER. 

Why  should  not  they  flock  together,  and,  if 
convenient,  why  not  hunt  in  couples  for  the 
pursuit  and  enjoyment  of  mutual  profit  ?  This 
was  the  question  running  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Phil  Daly,  the  noted  "  sport  "  of  Long  Branch 
and  Saratoga,  as  he  marched  up  and  down  at 
the  Casino  in  Monte  Carlo,  during  a  recent 
tour  of  observation  in  Southern  Europe.  Mr. 
Daly,  famous  for  the  equanimity  and  nerve 
with  which  he  presides  over  the  faro  tables  of 
the  gay  American  brandy-and-watering  places, 
was  overcome  by  a  twinge  of  professional  envy 
when  he  first  saw  this  rival  establishment  of 
sunny  Italy  in  open  and  undisguised  operation, 
without  even  a  pretence  of  concealment,  and 
evidently  independent  of  the  protecting  influence 
of  a  "  pull."  But  this  sentiment  gave  way  to  a 
far  stronger  one,  when,  after  repeated  lests,  he 
succeeded  in  satisfying  himself  that  the  game 
was  actually  "  square."  Imagine  the  mingled 
emotions  of  pitying  scorn  and  lofty  speculation 
with  which  such  a  discovery  would  naturally  in- 
flame the  bosom  of  a  crack  New  Yoik  gambler. 
After  a  period  of  melancholy  meditation  over 
the  magnificent  opportunities  thus  madly  thrown 
away,  Mr.  Daly  resolved  upon  a  conference  with 
(he  Prince  of  Monaco,  who  happened  to  be 
sojourning  at  the  time  in  his  domain.  For 
what  followed,  we  re+y  upon  the  report  of  an 
American  correspondent,  who  avers  that  every 
word  of  his  tale  is  true.  Authentic  or  not,  it  is 
so  entirely  lovely  that  no  one  will  wish  to  dis- 
believe it.  By  good  fortune,  or  perhaps  per- 
sistent effort,  the  republican  tourist  gained 
admission  lo  the  palace,  accompanied  by  an 
attendant  bearing  sundry  packages  and  boxes. 
After  imposing  silence  and  secresy  upon  all 
present,  including  the  Prince — much  to  that 
sovereign  ruler's  astonishment — he  began  to 
produce  choice  models  of  "crooked"  roulette 
tables,  and  specimens  of  "  patent  undetectable 
marked  cards,"  of  ihe  latest  Chicago  manu- 
facture. Concerning  the  further  progress  of  the 
interview,  the  entertaining  correspondent  gives 
no  particulars, — an  exercise  of  self-restraint 
which  seems  wholly  superfluous,  since,  having 
canied  the  incident  so  far,  it  could  not  have 
been  a  superhuman  lask  to  continue   it  in 


minute  detail.  To  the  truly  enterprising  journal- 
ist it  is  only  the  first  step  that  costs.  We  are, 
however,  permitted  to  know  that  the  dean  of 
the  faro-banking  fraternity  of  Long  Branch  and 
Saratoga  departed  from  Monaco  in  a  thorny 
temper,  bitterly  inveighing  against  the  "  cussed- 
ness  "  of  old-world  sporting  men  as  a  body,  and 
especially  against  the  Italian  contingent,  of 
which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  denouncing  His 
Royal  Highness  of  Monaco  as  the  least  promis- 
ing and  intelligent  member.  The  only  hope, 
in  Mr.  Daly's  estimation,  for  the  institutions  by 
virtue  of  winch  he  and  the  lord  of  Monte  Carlo 
flourish  and  prosper,  lies  in  the  universal  spread 
of  democratic  principles,  with  unlimited  ap- 
plication of  the  theory  of  "  advantages  "  and 
practical  reliance  upon  the  "  pull." 

THE   OLD,  OLD  STORY   IS  TOLD  AGAIN. 

Another  union  of  republican  wealth  with 
Euiopean  title  has  come  to  grief  and  public 
shame.  Just  ten  years  ago,  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  John  W.  Mackay,  and  step-daughter  of  the 
well-known  California  millionaire,  surrendered 
her  affections  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  a  scion 
of  the  ancient  Colonna  family,  and  married  him 
in  spite  of  the  anxious  remonstrances  of  all  her 
relatives.  In  yielding,  finally,  to  the  Prince's 
importunities,  Mrs.  Mackay  explained  that  her 
daughter  was  not  her  present  husband's  child, 
and  was  entirely  without  fortune.  But  the 
Italian  nobleman  was  willing  to  take  his  chances, 
and  produced  a  letter  from  his  uncle,  Prince 
Stigliano  Colonna,  stating  that  money  was  not 
to  be  considered,  as  the  young  suitor  was  bent 
upon  making  a  love  match.  Although  the 
bride  carried  not  a  penny  of  dot  with  her,  Mr. 
Mackay  allowed  her  an  annual  income  of 
$175,000,  with  which  the  couple  staited  upon 
their  married  life  in  Naples.  It  is  said  that 
within  six  months  the  Prince  began  demanding 
money  to  pay  his  gambling  debts,  and  that 
Mr.  Mackay,  in  the  hope  of  averting  a  scandal, 
came  to  the  rescue  with  successive  contribu- 
tions, amounting  lo  no  less  than  a  million 
francs  in  five  years.  Then  he  set  his  face 
against  further  extortion,  though  the  allowance 
of  $175,000  a  year  was  continued.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  sufficient  for  the  Prince's  needs, 
and  he  presently  set  to  work  selling  the  furni- 
ture with  which  Mr.  Mackay  had  supplied  the 
Naples  mansion,  and  also  his  wife's  wedding 
presents.  When  these  resources  were  exhaust- 
ed, it  is  alleged  that  the  insatiate  spendthrift 
resorted  to  the  persuasive  power  of  deliberate 
cruelty  and  personal  violence,  whereupon  Prin- 
cess Colonna  left  him,  taking  her  three  children 
with  her,  and  applied  to  the  French  Courts  for 
a  legal  separation.  The  case  will  soon  be  tried, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  young  lady  is  living 
under  protection  of  her  mother,  in  Paris.  Her 
step-father  declares  his  intention  to  stand  by 
her  to  the  last  ounce  of  silver  in  his  famous 
mine,  and  it  appears  to  be  generally  conceded 
that  if  the  Colonna  family  attempt  to  oppose 
the  application,  they  will  be  signally  defeated. 
Painful  disclosures  are  inevitable,  but  if  they 
have  any  weight  in  discouraging  heiresses  of 
the  United  States  from  their  too  frequent  trust 
in  the  mercenary  protestations  of  tilled  Euro- 
pean adventurers,  their  publication  will  not  be 
wholly  without  serviceable  result. 


THE  SAVINGS  BANK-BOOK  OF  A  DEBTOR. 

In  the  Post  and  Telegraph  School  a  debate  was 
recently  held  on  the  topic  whether  a  creditor  is 
entitled  to  seize  ihe  savings  bank-book  of  his 
debtor.  There  should  not  be  much  latitude  for 
vaiying  views  on  such  a  subject,  one  would 
imagine,  but  the  youths  in  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph School  managed  to  discuss  it  with  some 
show  of  reason.  The  arguments  against  the 
creditor  were  of  a  sentimental  character.  It  was 
claimed  that  since  the  object  of  the  savings-bank 
system  is  to  encourage  an  effective  spirit  of 
economy,  and  since  a  sense  of  security  must 
tend  materially  to  the  development  of  such  a 
spirit,  a  man's  hoard  in  the  savings-bank  ought 
to  be  protected  as  far  as  possible  against  his 
creditor,  It  was  also  claimed  that  the  creditor 
is  always  the  stronger  of  the  iwo,  and  that  the 
law  arms  him  with  crushing  powers  against  his 
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debtor.  Consequently,  something  should  l>e 
done  to  redress  the  balance,  ami  ili.it  some- 
thing would  be  in  great  part  achieved  it  savings 
bank-books  were  exempted  from  tlie  effects 
seizable  by  a  creditor.  On  the  oilier  side,  the 
contention  was  simple,  namely,  first  that  the 
law  actually  in  force  authorised  a  creditor  lo 
seize  his  debtor's  savings  bankbook;  and 
secondly,  that  to  exempt  the  debtor's  deposits 
in  a  savings-bank  would  open  the  door  to  fraud 
of  a  very  serious  character.  It  might  have 
been  added,  we  think,  that  inasmuch  as  debtors 
against  whom  a  judgment  of  the  Courts  is  ob- 
tained, are  not  usually  in  the  happy  possession 
of  a  deposit  in  savings-bank,  though  probably 
ihey  often  would  be  were  such  a  deposit  secured 
against  seizure  for  debt.  We  need  scarcely  say 
that  the  vote  taken  after  the  debate  was  against 
granting  any  immunity  to  deposits  in  a  savings 
bank. 


ADMIRAL  SKERRETT. 

In  the   correspondence  between   Mr.  Willis, 
United  States  Representative  in  Honolulu,  Ad- 
miral Skerrett,  and  the  Department  of  State  in 
Washington,  some   of  the  causes  of  Admiral 
Skerrett's  removal  from  the  command  on  the 
Hawaiian  Station  to  that  on  the  Asiatic,  are 
indicated.     On  May  31,   1893,   the  Admiral 
wrote  : — "  As  I  have  stated,  1  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Provisional  Government  is  solidly  and 
firmly  established,  and  that  their  rule  is  bring- 
ing quiet  and  contentment  to  the  islanders." 
On  June  28,  1893,  he  wrote  : — "  I  must  inform 
the  Department  that  the  stability  and  solidity  of 
the  Provisional  Government  is  not  considered 
to  be  all  that  had  impressed  me  so  favourably. 
It  would  appear  that  the  iron  heel  of  military 
law  is  really  what  serves  to  keep  the  Provisional 
Government  in  authority.    One  of  the  Govern- 
ment officials  said  to  Minister  Blount  that  he 
considered  the  condition  of  affairs  here  as  bad 
as  it  ever  tiad  been."    A  month  later  the  Ad- 
miral wrote  : — "  Surely,  the   Government  they 
now  give  the  people  is  the  best  they  have  ever 
had.    I  believe  in  their  eventual  success,  and 
have  implicit  faith  in  it."     Under  date  of  Sept. 
17,    1893,  Secretary  Herbert  notified  Admiral 
Skerrett  that  he  had  misconstrued  instructions, 
and  directs  him  to  afford  to  British  subjects 
and  property  such  protection  as  has  always  been 
accorded  by  vessels  of  American  fleets  to  the 
subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  pro- 
perty under  like  circumstances  in  the  absence 
of  British  vessels.     The  next  telegram,  under 
date  of  Oct.  9,  marked  "  confidental,"  directs 
Admiral  Skerrett  to  transfer  his  flag  to  th 
Boston  at  San   Francisco  and  proceed  there 
with  his  personal  staff  by  first  mail  steamer 
"  It  is  the  intention,"  he  says,  "  of  the  depart, 
ment  to  transfer  you  to  command  of  the  Asiatic 
station."     A  similar  telegram  of  the  next  day 
directs  Admiral  Irwin  to  proceed  to  Honolulu 
The  instructions  to  Admiral  Irwin  do  not  ap 
pear  in  the  budget.    The  only  reference  to  them 
is  the  following  paragraph   in   a    letter  from 
Admiral  Irwin  to  the  Department,  dated  Hono 
lulu,  Nov.  14: — "I  have  carefully  studied  the 
instructions  of  the  Department;  they  are  perfectly 
clear  to  me,  and  will  be  carried  out  of  the  best 
of  my  ability." 

JAPAN  AND  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

Charged  on  the  one  hand  with  excluding  from 
the   control   of  the   Diet  too  large   a  portion 
of  the  State  revenue,  and  on  the  other  with  lack 
of  courage  to  apply  the  surplus  to  useful  pur 
poses,  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  find  them 
selves    exposed    to  a   troublesome  cross-fire 
Since  the  celebrated  fight  between  the  Diet  and 
the  Cabinet  in  the  former's  first  session,  the 
revenue  of  each  year  has  been  considerably  in 
excess  of  the  expenditure,  but  what  to  do  wit! 
the  surplus  is  a  question  that  always  provokes 
fresh  disputes.    The  original  purpose  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  Lower  House  was  to  provide 
funds  for  reducing  the  rate  of  the  Land  Tax, 
but  the  majority  of  the  Upper  House,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Cabinet,  being  hostile  to  such  a 
measure,  the  Representatives  can  not  be  induced 
to  endorse  the  Government's  proposals  for  ap- 
plying the  surplus,  and  the  upper  House  can 


not  be  brought  to  agree  to  the  Representatives' 

plan.    Thus  the    surplus   lies    idle,    ami  the 
Kokkai  bases  upon  the  fact  a  Strong  article, 
challenging  I  lie  Cabinet  to  devote  the  money  to 
the  purchase  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  The 
arguments  advanced  by  0111  contemporary  may 
easily  be  conceived  :  the  Philippines  would  be 
a   convenient    centre    from   which   to  extend 
Japanese  trade  southward  ;  Spain,  in  her  pre- 
sent impoverished  condition  being  unable  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  Islands,  and  find- 
ing  ihem  rather  a  burthen  than    a  blessing, 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  dispose  of  them  on 
reasonable  terms  ;  England  lias  become  great  by 
never  failing  to  utilise  an  opportunity  such  as  that 
which  now  presents  itself  to  Japan  ;  the  Islands 
in  enterprising  hands  might  become   a  really 
valuable  possession,  and  so  forth  and  so  on. 
The  Kokkai   concludes    by    challenging  the 
statesmen  now  in  power  to  show  whether  they 
still  possess  any  remnant  of  the  high  courage 
and  patriotic  daring  that  distinguished  their 
achievements  at  the  time  of   the  Restoration. 
Unless  they  spend  the  surplus  on  acquiring  the 
Philippines,  it  is  to  be  concluded  apparently 
that  these  great  qualities  have  deserted  them. 
Such  is  the  Kokkais  view.    It  is  a  diverting 
speculation  to  forecast  the  hubbub  that  would 
be  raised  in  the  present  reign  of  party  jealousy 
f  any  body  of  statesmen  were  to  take  on  their 
own  authority  such  a  step  as  that  recommended 
by  the  Kokkai. 


ment  is  censiued 
in  the  matter. 


for  want  of  a  definite  policy 


A   NEW   PLAN   FOR  THE  SETTLEMENT   OF  TH  I 
KURILE  ISLANDS. 

The  Suisan  Zasshi  (Journal  of  Marine  In- 
dustry) discusses  in  its  latest  issue  the  question 
of  sealing  off  the  coast  of  Chishima  (the  Kurile 
Islands).    In  its  opinion,  the  best  practicable 
method  of  guarding  the  waters  of  Chishima 
against  foreign  poachers  and  of  securing  th 
permanent  settlement  of  those  islands,  consists 
in  the  creation  of  fishing  troops  (Gyodan-hei) 
somewhat  after  the  model  of  the  agricultural 
troops  (Tondeti-/iei)  now  existing  in  Hokkaido 
I" lie  fishing  troops  could  be  under  the  Naval 
Department,  their  stations  being  in  the  various 
islands  of  the  group.    Like  the  {Tonden-hei) 
they  would  be  periodically  mustered  for  naval 
exercise,  while  ordinarily  they  would  engage  in 
fishing  pursuits.    After  completing  the  specified 
term  of  service,  they  would  be  granted  each  a 
dwelling  house,  a  tract  of  land,  fishing  boats 
and  fishing  implements.    The  Suisan  Zasshi 
also  recommends  the  Government  to  give  spe 
cial  encouragement  to   ordinary  emigrants  to 
Chishima.    Another  suggestion  advanced  by 
the  same  periodical  is  that  the  fishing  mono- 
poly in  the  waters  of  Chishima  at  present  enjoy 
ed  by  the  Imperial  Japanese  Marine  Products 
Company,  should  be  revoked,  and  that  these 
promising  fishing  grounds  should    be  thrown 
open  to  all  Japanese  alike.    In  this  context 
our  contemporary  gives  some  interesting  his 
torical  facts  bearing  upon  the  relations  of  the 
Japanese  with  the  Islands  of  Chishima.  Th 
well-known  merchant  Takatayu  Kahei  seems 
to  have  been  the  first  Japanese  who  ever  en 
gaged  in  fishing  in  that  group  of  islands.  In 
the    1 2th   year   of   Kwansei    (1800),  he  sail 
ed  to  the  island   of   Etorofu    (Ishurup)  and 
inaugurated    the    capture    of   seals  by  hiring 
aborigines    for    the    purpose.     The  indust 
thus    opened    up  by  Takatayu    was,    a  few 
years  afterwards,   continued  and    further  ex 
tended  by  Suhara  Kakubei  and   Date  Rinye 
moil  of  the  Matsumaye  Clan.    In  other  words 
the  Clan  Government  of  Matsumaye  turned  the 
Chishima  seal  fishery  into  a  sort  of  State  mono 
poly.    Things  continued  in  this  state  until  th 
era  of  Kei-o   (1865- 1867) ,  when  the  Russian 
Government  planted  in  the  island  of  Urup 
colony  of  aborigines  from  Alaska,  and  neithe 
the  Clan  of  Matsumaye  nor  the  Government  of 
Tokugawa  being  in  a  position  to  resist  the  en 
croachment  of  the  Russians,    the  latter  soon 
made  themselves  masters  in  that  district.  Since 
the  exchange  of  Chishima  for  Saghalien,  the 
Japanese  Government  has  promulgated  various 
regulations  for  the  control  of  fisheries  in  the 
Chishima  waters,  but  the  writer  complains  that 
nothing  effective  has  been  done  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  fishing  industry  there.  The  Govern- 


It  never  seems  lo  occur  to  Japanese  journal* 
isls  in  discussing  this  question  of  the  Chishima 
seal-fisheries  that  the  fault  really  lies,  not  with 
die  Government's  lack  of  paternal  care,  but  with 
the  people's  want  of  enterprise.    Time  and 
again  vernacular  newspapers  complain  of  raids 
made   by   foreign  poacheis  upon  the  valuable 
fishing  grounds  of  Japan,  and  write  as  though  a 
property  of  great  value  were  being  gradually 
stolen    from    the     country    by  unscrupulous 
gents.     But  if  the  seal-fisheries  of  the  Kurilei 
aie  so  lucrative  as  to  attract  foreigners,  who  have 
to  come  from  a  great  distance,  and  who  run  the 
isk  of  having   their  ships  seized  and  being 
themselves  imprisoned,  why  on  earth  are  they 
not  sufficiently    lucrative    to    tempt  Japanese 
subjects  who  live  within  easy  reach  of  them, 
and  who  are  at  liberty  to  exploit  them  without 
running  any  risks  at  all  ?     The  Japanese  com- 
pany which  enjoys  a  monopoly  of  fishing  privi- 
leges in  the  Chishima  waters  is  an  affair  of  the 
utmost  paltriness.    Its  annual  operations  do  not 
aggregate  more  than  a  very  few  thousand  ven, 
and  the  profit  on  its  transactions  is  too  petty  to 
worth   a  thought.    If  that  is  all  that  the 
Japanese  can  make  out  of  their  own  fisheries, 
have  they  such  cogent  reasons  to  complain  of 
foreign  inroads,  or  do  foreign  inroads  really  re- 
present so  much  gain  to  those  that  undertake 
them  ?    If  the  Japanese  do  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  develop    the    resources    with  which 
nature  has  endowed  them,  they   need  not  be 
surprised  to  find  that  all  the  world  is  not  equally 
unenterprising.     Instead  of  crying  out  because 
the  Government  does  not  incur  large  expense  in 
employing  men-of-war  to  preserve  the  Chishima 
waters,  what  the  Japanese  people  have  to  do, 
we  venture  lo  think,  is  to  show  that  the  Chi- 
shima waters  are  worth  preserving,  and  that  they 
themselves  are  prepared  to  take  advantage  of 
the  measures  which  they  urge  upon  the  admini- 
stration.   Truly  it  seems  a  little  extravagant  to 
aise  such  a  clamour  about  the  protection  of  a 
property  v>  hich  might  almost  as  well  have  no  ex- 
istence for  the  Japanese,  so  insignificant  are  the 
benefits  they  derive  from  it.     These  incessant 
appeals  for  the  paternal  aid  of  the  Government 
on  the  part  of  folks  who  show  so  littte  capacity 
to  aid  themselves,  have  become  wearisome. 


THE   FISHERY  DISPUTE   IN  TOKYO  BAY. 

A  dispute,  now  of  old  standing,  exists  between 
the  fishermen  living  on  the  north  and  south  of 
Capes  Kwannon  and  Myokin.  The  disputants 
being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governors  of 
Tokyo,  Kanagawa,  and  Chiba,  those  officials 
have  endeavoured  to  settle  the  affair,  but  owing 
to  their  waiit  of  success,  it  has  now  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  of  Slate  for  Agriculture 
and  Commerce.  It  is  an  old-fashioned  dispute. 
The  southward  fishermen,  that  is  to  say,  the 
fishermen  living  on  the  side  of  the  Cape  that 
faces  the  open  sea,  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
employing  a  kind  of  slake  net,  called  Kntarashi- 
amiy  which,  according  to  the  view  of  the  north- 
ward fishermen,  has  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
fish  from  passing  to  the  north  of  the  Cape. 
On  behalf  of  the  southern  men,  however,  it  is 
contended  that  the  net  is  used  for  only  two 
hours  a  day,  at  sunset  and  sunrise,  and  also  at 
the  rising  and  setting  of  the  moon  ;  that  it  is 
not  used  every  day,  but  only  about  ten  days  in 
the  month  ;  that  the  width  of  the  Bay  where  the 
net  is  shol  varies  from  five  to  seven  ri,  whereas 
the  net  is  only  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five 
feet  wide;  and  that  to  accuse  the  netters  of 
blocking  the  passage  of  th e  fish  up  the  Bay  is, 
in  view  of  these  facts,  manifestly  extravagant. 
The  southern  men  further  point  out  that  inde- 
pendent and  much  more  potent  causes  can  be 
cited  for  the  diminished  supply  of  fish  in  the 
northward  reaches  of  the  Bay.  For  example, 
the  trend  of  the  currents  has  been  changed 
owing  to  artificial  obstructions  in  the  form  of 
forts,  breakwaters,  etc.  ;  disturbing  illumination 
is  cast  on  the  surface  of  the  Bay  by  lighthouses 
as  well  as  by  steamer  lights,  and  the  fftequent 
passage  of  steamers  to  and  fro  must  also  exercise 
a  disturbing  effect.    Apart  from  these  special 
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considerations,  l he  soulliern  men  claim  iliai  to 
deprive  tliem  of  the  privileges  naturally  con- 
nected with  their  Situation  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  Bay  would  be  manifestly  unjust.  With  such 
arguments  to  support  them,  the  southern  men  are 
not  likely  to  yield,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  trouble 
may  assume  serious  dimensions.  We  may  men- 
tion that  the  fish  in  question  are  sardines. 


RECORDS. 

These  figures  will  interest  our  local  "sports": 
— "  The  fastest  amateur  sprinters  in  the  world 
are  :  One  hundred  yards— J.  Owen,  Washing- 
Ion,  O.09  4-5  ;  W.  T.  McPherson,  Auckland, 
N.  Z.,  O.09  4-5,  and  J.  H.  Hampton,  Canter- 
bury, N.  Z.,  0.9  4-5.  C.  A.  Bradley  holds  the 
English  record;  which  is  IO  seconds  for  100 
yards.  The  English  and  American  record  for 
150  yards  is  14  4-5  seconds.  Sherell  and  J. 
Owen,  Jr.,  are  the  Americans  who  have  made 
this  time.  '  E.  H.  Pelling  of  England  holds  the 
world's  lecord  for  200  yards.  His  time  is 
19  4-5  seconds.  W.  Baker  holds  the  American 
record  at  20  seconds.  L.  H.  Cary,  of  America, 
and  C.  G.  Wood,  of  London,  have  both  run  a 
furlong  in  21^  seconds.  The  records  at  250 
yards  are  : — W.  T.  McPhet  son,  of  New  Zealand. 
0.24  3-5  ;  E.  H.  Pelling,  England,  0.24  4-5  ; 
L.  E.  Myers,  of  New  York,  still  holds  the  300- 
yard  record  with  31!  seconds,  and  C.  G.  Wood 
the  English  record  of  31!  seconds.  The  Ame- 
rican record  for  a  quarter  is  47!  seconds,  made 
by  W.  Baker.  The  English  record  of  48^  is 
held  by  H.  C.  L.  Tindall." 

* 

*  * 

"  The  following  world's  records  are  held  by 
California-bred  horses  : — Half  mile,  Geraldine, 
122  pounds,  0.46;  four  and  a  half  furlongs, 
Geraldine,  impounds,  o  54  )  five-eighths  of  a 
mile,  Dr.  Hasbrouck,  122  pounds,  057;  five 
and  a  half  furlongs,  Tormentor,  121  pounds, 
1.03;  one  mile,  Kildeer,  91  pounds,  1  37*  ;  one 
mile  and  seventy  yards,  Wild  wood,  115  pounds, 
I  44  ;  one  and  one-sixteenth  of  a  mile,  Yo  Tam- 
bien,  99  pounds,  1.455;  one  aiu1  five-sixteenths 
miles,  Sir  John,  116  pounds,  2.ui;  one  and 
three-quarter  miles,  Hotspur,  117  pounds, 
3  oof.  All  the  above  records  were  made  in 
races.  Fox,  Guido,  and  Patsey  Duffy  hold 
world's  records  for  heat  races." 


JUMPING. 

Jok  Darby  must  be  a  marvellous  jumper.  Here 
is  a  reference  to  his  latest  performances: — 
"  Representatives  of  the  press  were  treated  to  an 
exhibition  of  the  poweis  of  Joe  Darby,  the 
world's  champion  jumper,  now  with  the  Country 
Circus  Company,  at  the  Olympic  yesterday 
afternoon,  says  the  St.  Louis  Republic.  Darby 
performed  a  number  of  his  most  difficult  feats 
for  their  edification,  two  of  them  for  the  first 
time  in  public.  There  is  a  singularly  attractive 
grace  and  ease  about  Darby's  jumping.  He 
skims  over  the  ground  like  a  swallow,  and  at 
high  jumping  is  particularly  pleasing.  Nearly 
all  the  other  high  jumpers  in  going  over  an 
obstacle  turn  partially  to  one  side,  but  Darby 
goes  over  face  forward  and  without  even  an  at- 
tempt 10  twist  his  body.  Several  of  the  feats  he 
performed  were  wonderful.  -One  of  these  was 
jumping  over  a  chair,  alighting  on  a  man's  face 
and  jumping  off  again  without  hurting  the  man. 
Another  was  jumping  on  a  sheet  of  water  and 
off  again  without  wetting  the  upper  leather  of 
his  shoes.  The  first  of  the  new  feats  performed 
was  flying  leaps,  with  the  ankles  tied,  over  three 
chairs,  fourteen  feet  apart,  and  in  the  fourth 
jump  clearing  a  bar  five  feet  high.  The  second 
was  a  jump  off  a  brick,  end  up,  over  a  chair, 
alighting  on  another  brick,  and  leaping  thence 
ten  feet  without  knocking  either  brick  down." 


ELECIRICAL  COMMUNICATION  WITH  LI  GHTSH  I  PS. 

Two  vessels  are  being  prepared,  under  the  direc- 
lion  of  the  Trinity  House,  to  relieve  the  light- 
ships at  the  North  Goodwin  Sands  and  the 
Kentish  Knock.  The  new  ships  are  being  built 
under  contract,  and  they  embody  many  improve- 
ments upon  the  lightships  of  the  older  type,  each 
being  supplied  with  powerful  syrens,  the  one  for 
the  North  Goodwins  being  worked  by  steam  and 


that  for  the  Kentish  Knock  by  a  caloric  engine. 
Both  vessels  will  be  in  direct  electrical  com- 
munication with  the  shore,  the  cable  from  the 
North  Sandshavingits  land  connection  at  Dump- 
ton  Gap  and  that  from  the  Kentish  Knock  at 
Kingsgate  Bay.  The  Post  Office  authorities 
will  lay  the  cables,  and  the  cost  of  the  work 
and  maintenance  charges  will  be  defrayed  out 
of  money  specially  voted  for  the  purpose  by 
Parliament. 

ABUSE. 

How  easy  it  is  to  write  abuse  !  So  easy,  in  fact, 
that  not  a  few  who  can  accomplish  little  else 
are  quite  adepts  at  it.  Here  is  a  sample  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Labouchere,  of  Truth  :  — 

I  trust  that  the  gentleman  who  forwards  the  follow- 
ing effusion  to  me  will  never  be  on  a  jury  in  a  case  in 
which  I  am  concerned  ; — 

Multiply  the  villany  of  that  villain  Lobengula  a  million  times 
and  it  won't  in  the  faintest  degree  approach  yours,  you  vile, 
loathsome,  imp  of  hell.  1  hope  you  will  never  bring  an  action 
without  losing  it.  If  I  were  on  a  jury  I  would  find  against  you 
in  every  case,  and  only  regret  that  I  could  not  send  you  to  the 
gallows.  Why  don't  you  go  to  Russia,  you  accursed  beggar — 
you  aggregation  of  everything  that  is  evil  and  bad?  Siberia, 
you  beast,  is  too  good  for  you. 

May  fevers  long  know  you  ; 

May  agues  long  freeze  you; 

May  influenia  assail  you  ; 

May  microbes  creep  o'er  you  : 

May  many  tortures  distract  you  ; 

May  Heaven  destroy  you  ! 
Success  to  Rhodes!    Down  with  you,  you  traitor  and  bloody 
villain  who  attacks  him  ! 


WOOSUNG  BAR. 

The  Feima  Channel,  says  the  Shanghai  morning 

journal,  is  now  one  foot  deeper  than  the  old  bar 

channel.    The  fact  that  this  channel  has  again 

deepened  should  urge  those  whose  interests  are 

centred  in  in  the  shipping  to  redouble  their 

efforts  to  get  the  Woosung  Bar  attended  to,  for 

it  is  evident  that  if  nature  is  assisted  the  Bar 

can  be  deepened  considerably.    The  use  of 

fascines  to  direct  the  current  will  be  all  that  is 

needed  to  remove  the  present  obstruction. 
* 

*  » 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  the  19th  inst. 
there  were  no  less  than  five  mail  steamers  at 
Woosung,  beside  four  cargo  steamers  two  large 
sailing  vessels,  and  nine  Chinese  cruisers  and 
gunboats. 

CHRYSANTHEMUM. 
Pale  in  the  garden,  where,  in  ragged  guise, 

She  begged  a  welcome  ere  her  day  began. 
Who  was't  that  first  found  out  the  wondrous  prize 

Sent  in  this  simple  garb  from  far  Japan  ? 
Was  she  a  minx,  a  flirt  hid  'neath  her  fan  ? 
Naught  know  we  save  she  came  from  far  Japan  ! 
Then  crept  she  from  the  g  <rden,  qu'te  by  stealth, — 

Her  feet  are  tiny,  none  can  say  she  ran, — 
And  'neath  the  guardian  glass  she  spread  her  wealth, 

Drawn  coin  by  coin,  no  doubt  from  far  Japan. 
Who  is  her  banker?    We  but  know  she  can 
Get  heaps  of  gold,  in  flowers,  from  far  Japan  ! 
Now  rules  she  Queen,  where  once  she  shrank  afraid 

Lest  they  should  sweep  her  from  the  sight  of  man  ; 
She's  Queen  Cophetua,  not  the  beggar-maid 

Who  came  a  shivering  fright  from  far  Japan  ; 
Elere's  evolution,  truly  !  so  let's  scan 
The  gold  clad  darling  sent  from  for  |apan  ! 

—J.  E.  P.  in  the  World. 


COUNT  GOTO. 

Sh.vf.ral  of  Count  Goto's  old  confederates  in  the 
Daido  Danketsu  are  said  to  be  urging  him  to 
re-enter  the  political  arena.  When  his  retire- 
ment from  the  Cabinet  began  lo  be  confidently 
talked  of,  letters  poured  in  upon  him,  promising 
support  and  loyalty  in  the  event  of  his  once 
more  raising  his  standard.  The  News  Agency 
represents  the  ex-Minister-as  strongly  disposed 
to  follow  these  counsels,  but  make  no  attempt 
to  forecast  the  kind  of  platform  he  would  adopt. 
We  do  not  see  that  the  question  of  platform 
need  trouble  him  much,  however.  .Persons,  not 
platforms,  are  the  great  desiderata  in  the  Japan- 
ese politics  of  to-day.  Any  one  sufficiently 
prominent  lo  obtain  a  following  may  cut  a  re- 
spectable figure  in  the  arena  without  any  refer- 
ence lo  the  objects  he  lias  in  view. 


NOMINEES  TO  TFF.   HOUSE  Of  PEERS. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Emperor  was  pleased  to  nomi- 
nate for  life  membership  of  the  House  of  Peers, 
Messrs.  Shibahara  Kano,  ex-Governor ;  Nomura 
Taizo,  a  retired  Judge;  Akizuki  Taneki,  ex- 
Senator;  Fuuakoshi  Mamoru,  ex-Governor;  Ku- 
bota  Yuzuru,  formerly  Director  of  the  Accounts 
Bureau  in  the  Education  Department;  OrilaHei- 


nai,  ex-Governor;  Mayeda  Kenkichi,  ex-Senator  ; 
Ito  Miyoji,  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Cabinet; 
Hirayama  Narinobu,  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  Hori  Motoi,  formerly  a  pro- 
minent official  in  the  Kaitakushi  and  subse- 
quently in  the  Hokkaido  Administration  Board. 

STRANDING  OF  THE  "  WOOSUNG." 

Messrs.  Butterfiei.d  and  Swire  courteously 
informs  us,  says  the  Kobe  Chronicle  of  Satur- 
day, that  they  have  received  telegraphic  advice 
fo  the  effect  that  the  steamer  Woosung,  which 
left  Hongkong  for  this  port  on  the  14th  inst., 
"  has  gone  ashore  at  Honghai  Bay  and  lies  in  a 
sheltered  position.  No  further  particulars  are 
to  hand."  Honghai  Bay  is  on  the  Chinese 
coast.  The  Woosung  is  one  of  the  steamers 
chartered  by  Messrs.  Butterfield  and  Swire  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  sugar  up  to  Japan  from 
Hongkong. 

"  ALL  WORK   AND  NO  PLAY,"  ETC 

Though  there  is  much  sturm  und  drang  in 
Bangkok  journalism,  "as  she  is  wrote,"  says  a 
Singapore  paper,  yet  there  are  occasional  halcyon 
days  when  the  editorial  mind,  forgetting  the 
world  and  by  the  world  forgot,  embarks  on  sum- 
mer seas,  to  drift  slumberous!}'  beyond  the  blue 
horizon  into  a  boundless  nirvana  of  soulful 
peace.  It  is  thus  thai  the  happy  editor  announces 
his  departure  for  the  sunny  islands  of  the  blest 
down  Koh  Samit  way  : — "  There  will  be  no  issue 
of  the  Si  am  Observer  for  the  next  three  days, 
as  the  proprietor,  editor,  scissorer,  reporter,  and 
manager  is  going  for  a  cruise  in  the  office  yacht .' 


VISCOUNT  TAN  I   AND  THE  CABINET. 

The  Nippon  Tsushin  Sha  reports  that  it  is  in- 
formed on  good  authority  that  early  on  Wednes- 
day morning  Mr.  Yoshikawa,  Ministerof  Justice, 
called  upon  Viscount  Tani,  at  the  lalter's  re- 
sidence at  Ichigoya,  and  had  a  conversation 
with  him.  The  Minister  then  proceeded  to  the 
Cabinet,  where  he  met  the  Premier,  and  after- 
wards a  letter  was  sent  to  the  Viscount.  This, 
the  Agency  suggests,  is  an  omen  that  Viscount 
Tani  has  entered  the  Government,  being  ap- 
pointed Ministei  0!  Justice,  while  Mr.  Yoshikawa 
has  accepted  the  portfolio  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce. 

THE   JAPANESE   REPRESENTATIVE  AT  THE  COURT 
OF  ST.  JAMES'S. 

It  has  been  understood  for  some  time  that  Vis- 
count Aoki,  at  present  Japanese  Representative 
in  Berlin,  was  soon  to  replace  Viscount  Kawase 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  the  fact  is  now 
reported  by  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  which  rightly  ex- 
presses confidence  in  the  truth  of  the  intelligence. 
Our  contemporary  adds  a  rumour  that  Viscount 
Kawase,  on  his  return  to  Japan,  will  be  ap- 
pointed a  Privy  Councillor,  and  that  Viscount 
Aokt's  successor  at  Berlin  will  be  Viscount 
Tanaka  Fujimaro,  now  a  Privy  Councillor. 


MURDER  AND  SUICIDE   IN  SHIGA  PREFECTURE. 

A  telegram  despatched  from  Otsu  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  23rd  instant,  announces  that  Ikeda 
Kyosada.  Police  Inspector  at  Yechigawa  in 
Shiga  Prefecture,  killed  his  wife  and  three 
children  with  a  Japanese  sword,  on  the  22nd 
instant,  and  afterwards  committed  suicide  with 
the  same  blade.  The  cause  of  the  terrible 
affair  is  obscure. 


MR.   OKAMURA  TERUHIKO. 

Mr.  Okamura,  the  distinguished  Tokyo  ad- 
vocate, arrived  in  Yokohama  yesterday  by  the 
8  a.m.  train  from  Shimbashi,  and  left  for  Eng- 
land per  the  P.M.  steamer  Peru  on  business 
connected  with  the  Chishima- Ravenna  appeal. 
Messrs.  Hayashi,  Vice-Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  Okayama  Kenkichi  accompanied 
him  to  Yokohama,  while  many  persons  assembl- 
ed at  Shimbashi  Station  to  bid  him  farewell. 


CHIEF  TAX-COLLECTOR  OF  KANAGAWA. 

Mr.  Yoshii  Tomoye,  Chief  Tax-Collector  in 
Saga  Prefecture,  has  been  removed  to  Kana- 
gawa  Prefecture,  his  former  position  being 
taken  by  Mr.  Muraki  Masanori,  an  Attache*  in 
the  Finance  Department. 
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THE  ORIGINATOR  OF  THE  STRICT 
ENFORCEMENT  MO  YEMEN f. 


A LARGE  proportion  of  the  political  agi 
tations  in  the  world  have  their  origin 
in  personal  considerations.  An  official 
occupying  some  position  of  distinction 
and  emolument,  finds  himself  thrust  out 
of  office.  Forthwith  he  becomes  the  foe 
of  all  those  with  whom  he  has  previously 
cooperated.  It  matters  little  what  may 
have  been  the  cause  of  his  fall  from  power. 
The  fact  of  his  exclusion  from  the  circle 
of  privilege  and  pay  suffices,  in  the  first 
place,  to  rouse  his  ire.  Thereafter  the 
more  he  nurses  his  grievance  the  lustier 
does  it  grow,  until,  by  and  by,  he  discovers 
all  kinds  of  objections  to  the  procedure  of 
his  some-time  colleagues.  The  force  of  this 
personal  equation  it  visible,  more  or  less, 
in  every  phase  of  political  life,  and  makes 
itself  felt  in  the  political  arena  of  every 
country.  But  we  are  disposed  to  think 
that  it  is  more  conspicuous  in  Japan  than 
anywhere  else.  Of  course  we  do  not  pre- 
tend to  imply  that  any  general  deduction 
as  to  the  moral  fibre  of  Japanese  politicians 
may  be  drawn  from  such  a  fact.  A  thousand 
explanations  might  be  adduced  special  to 
the  Meiji  era.  Many  occur  to  us  as  we 
write,  but  to  enumerate  them  is  beside  our 
present  purpose.  We  merely  invite  our 
readers'  attention  to  things  as  they  actually 
offer  themselves  to  our  view.  Every 
Japanese  political  party  in  existence  had 
its  origin  in  the  personal  grievances  of  one 
or  more  ex-officials.  Individual  discontent 
not  dissonance  of  fundamental  principles, 
has  been  the  key  note  in  every  case.  The 
founder  of  the  jiyu-to,  the  founder  of  the 
Kaishin-to,  the  founder  of  the  Kokumin 
Kyokai,  as  it  is  at  present — all  these  were 
men  who  organized  associations  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Government,  not  because 
they  were  inspired  by  any  great  projects 
of  reform  which  they  could  not  hope  to 
achieve  otherwise,  but  because  they  had 
personal  grievances  to  redress  or  avenge. 
The  personal  element  governs  the  situation 
completely.  Principles  are  altogether 
secondary  considerations.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  task  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  platforms  of  political  parties 
perplexes  (fee  keenest  observer.  Truly, 
if  it  were  required  to  write  down  any 
radical  points  of  difference  between  the 
various  associations  that  call  themselves 
political  parties,  we  should  be  hopelessly 
puzzled.  Not  that  there  has  been  any 
lack  of  manifestoes.  Time  and  again  the 
leaders  of  each  party  have  professed  to 
take  the  public  into  their  confidence,  pub- 
lishing for  that  purpose  documents  suffici- 
ently voluminous  and  verbose  to  contain 
all  the  articles  of  all  the  political  creeds 
ever  conceived.  But  the  upshot  of  it  all 
remains  an  enigma.  We  can  detect  no- 
thing in  each  case  except  a  number  of 
men  grouped  about  a  particular  leader,  the 
bond  of  union  being  their  faith  in  his 
ability  to  lead  them  into  office.     It  is ' 


curious    but    not     unnatural     that  these 
agitators,  who  themselves   recognize  per- 
sonal considerations  only,  should  be  per 
petually  inveighing  against  that  very  fault 
on   the   part   of   the  statesmen  in  office. 
According  to  the  Kaishin-to,  according  to 
the  Jiyu-to,   according  to   the  Kokumin 
Kyokai,   according  to  the    Domci  Club, 
according  to  every  coterie  of  self-styled 
reformers   represented   in    the   Diet,  the 
curse  of  the    time    is  personal  Govern- 
ment (fojitsu  seifu),  but  not  one  of  them 
seems  to  perceive  that  the  curse  of  the 
time  is,  in  at  least  an  equal  degree,  per- 
sonal politics  (jojitsu  seito).     That  fay 
sung  by  the  poet  is  sadly  wanted  in  Japan. 
The  Opposition  seem  doomed  to  exhibit 
in  themselves  the  faults  that  they  chefly 
condemn  in  others.     When  they  cried  out 
against  Count  GOTO  and  Mr.  SAITO  for 
getting  down  from  official  stilts  and  walk- 
ing on  a  level  with  every-day  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  they  appeared  to  for- 
get altogether   that  their  own  perpetual 
grievance  against  officialdom  is  the  use  of 
stilts.     They  say  that  the  Government 
treats  the  people  de   haut  en  das,  that 
officials  hold  themselves  aloof  from  every- 
body not  in  office,  and  that  one  principle 
cause  of  the  friction  now  existing  is  official 
self-sufficiency.  Yetno  soonerdo  aMinister 
and  a  Vice-Minister  of  State  lay  aside  their 
dignity  and  bring  themselves  into  familiar 
touch   with   the   men   in  whose  interests 
they  are  endeavouring  to  legislate,  than 
the  Opposition  accuses  them  with  not  less 
vehemence  of  demeaning  their  position 
and  forgetting  what  is  due  to  their  office. 
However,  we  did  not  set  out  to  speak  of 
these    inconsistencies.     Our  purpose  is 
chiefly  to  note  that  as  the  personal  ele- 
ment has  been  prominent  in  politics  during 
the  last  ten  years,  so  we  might  expect  to 
be  able  to  trace  it  in  the  last  great  subject 
of  political  agitation — Strict-enforcement 
of  the  Treaties.    And  it  can  be  traced. 
Those  who  are  behind  the  scenes  assert 
that  had  Mr.  TAKAHASHI  Kenzo  remained 
in  office,  the   Representation  introduced 
by  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  would  never  have 
made  its  appearance  in  the  House.  Mr. 
TAKAHASHI  KENZO  was  formerly  Director 
of  the  Official  Gazette  Bureau.    He  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  expert  in 
international  law  that  Japan  possesses. 
We  trust  that  he  does  not  deserve  such  a 
name,  but  at  all  events  he  has  it.  Exactly 
why  he  lost  his  official  appointment  need 
not  be  considered  here.    It  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  from  the  time  of  the  loss  he  be- 
came a  man  with  a  grievance,  and  that  his 
method  of  "  getting  even  "  with  the  Go- 
vernment was  to  inspire  theStrict-Enforce- 
ment  agitation.  He  is  Mr.  ABEI  Hankqn'S 
adviser.    To  his  ingenuity  are  dfue  all  the 
points  set  forth  in  the  "  Statement  of  Rea- 
sons" accompanying  the  Representation. 
Had  the  Diet  remained  in  session  a  few 
days  longer,  Mr.  TAKAHASHI  would  have 
been  deported   from    Tokyo    under  the 
authority  of  the  Law  of  Admonition.  Dis- 


solution saved  him  from  that  fate.  But  he 
has  left  his  mark  upon  the  history  of  the 
time.  What  can  be  stranger  than  to  think 
that  while  any  lists  who  profess  to  sound 
the  depths  of  Japanese  public  opinion,  are 
forming  all  sorts  of  disquieting  estimated 
about  the  significance  of  the  Strict-Enforce- 
ment agitation,  about  its  importance  as  a 
guage  of  national  sentiment,  and  about  the 
unhappily  retrogressive  spirit  that  it  dis- 
plays, the  fact  is  that  it  is  virtually  the  work 
of  one  man,  and  that  if  a  change  had  not 
taken  place  in  the  directorate  of  the  Official 
Gazette  Bureau,  we  should  probably  have 
heard  nothing  about  Mr.  Abei  Hankon 
and  his  now  celebrated  Representation. 


THE  "CHISHIMA"-"RA  VENN  A"  CASE. 


THE  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  in  the 
Chishima-Ravenna  law-suit  is,  of 
course,  exciting  a  good  deal  of  interest  in 
Japan.  The  Jiyu  says  that  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Diet,  a  Special  Commission  was 
appointed  to  consider'  future  procedure, 
the  Commissioners  being  the  Minister  and 
Vice-Minister  of  State  for  the  Navy,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Accounts 
Bureau,  the  Chief  of  the  Administration 
Bureau,  theChief  of  the  Commercial  Bureau 
in  the  Foreign  Department  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  of  the  House  of  Peers.  At  a 
series  of  meetings  careful  enquiry  was 
made  into  the  history  of  international 
maritime  questions  and — for  this  statement 
our  readers  will  please  observe  that  the 
Jiyu  is  responsible — the  Commissioners, 
on  the  strength  of  Japanese  public  opinion 
approached  the  British  Representative  as 
well  as  the  Representatives  of  Germany, 
France,  and  Americe  to  elicit  their  views 
etnd  those  of  the  Governments  by  which 
they  are  accredited.  These  steps  are  said 
to  be  directed  towards  securing  a  favour- 
able verdict  from  the  Privy  Council,  and 
with  the  same  object,  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  Mr.  MASUJIMA  to  proceed 
to  England,  and  to  discuss  the  matter 
with  influential  personages  there.  Things 
having  been  placed  thus  far  in  train,  a 
meeting  was  held  on  the  1 8th  instant  at 
the  Naval  Department  to  put  the  finish- 
ing touches  to  the  programme.  The 
Government,  adds  our  contemporary  in 
conclusion,  is  resolved  to  settle  this  matter 
before  the  opening  of  the  Diet's  Special 
Session. 

The  Jiyu's  ideas  about  appeals  to  the 
Privy  Council  appear  to  be  rather  confused. 
The  results  which  it  expects  to  ensue  from 
approaches  made  to  the  Foreign  Repre- 
sentatives, or  from  conferences  between 
a  Japanese  barrister  and  public  men  in 
England,  indicate  a  strange  conception  of 
a  Privy  Council  and  its  functions.  We 
may  mention  in  connection  with  this  that 
Mr.  F.  T.  PlGGOTT  has  been  retained  for 
Japan.  A  better  selection  could  not  have 
been  made.  There  is  probably  no  man 
in  Great  Britain  so  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  theoretical  and  practical  aspects  of  this 
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most  interesting  case.   Mr.  PiGGQTThasac- 
cepted  the  Solicitor-Generalship  in  Maun- 
tius,  and  will  probably  leave  for  thai  place 
at  the  end  of   February.    That  is  most 
unfortunate.    At  the  date  of  latest  advices 
he    was    engaged   drafting   the   case  in 
appeal,  and  he  will  no  doubt  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  leaders  documents  thorough- 
ly  well  reasoned   and    exhaustive.  But 
the  case  bristles  with  difficulties,  and  it 
is  more  than  doubtful  whether  the  great 
luminaries  of  the  English  Bar  will  be  in- 
duced to  devote  to  it  attention  sufficiently 
close  to  unravel  all  its  intricacies.  Take  for 
example  one  point — the  question  of  the 
status  of  the  Inland  Sea.    Chief  Justice 
HANNEN  says  that  it  is     high  seu."  With 
all  deference,  we  believe  that  view  to  be 
quite  untenable,  but  undoubtedly  the  Chief 
Justice  had  a  measure  of  warrant  for  his 
position  in  the  case  of  the  Saxonia  ;  if  the 
Solent  be  "  high  sea,"  so  also  is  the  Inland 
Sea.  The  Saxonia  case,  however,  is  held  to 
be  capable  of  radical  refutation,  but  who 
among  the  big  wigs  of  the  Bar  can  be  ex- 
pected to  procure  its  refutation  unless  he 
be  more  fully  saturated  with  the  law  on 
the  subject  than  anyone  is  likely  to  be 
who  has  not  made  a  special  study  of  it. 
Many  other  questions  of  a  similarly  deli- 
cate character,  and  demanding  not  less 
subtle  handling  present  themselves,  but 
need  not  be  cited  here.    We  entertain  no 
doubt  that  the  Japanese  Government  would 
be  serving  the  interests  of  the  country  in 
the  most  effective  manner  by  applying  to 
the  British  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies that  special  permission  be  given  to 
Mr.  PiGGOTT  to  return  from  Mauritius  in 
time  to  assist  at  the  argument.  Apropos 
the  question   of  the  status  of  the  Inland 
Sea,  a  curious  consideration  suggests  it- 
self.   Sir  Richard  Webster  is  retained 
for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
Now  is  happens  that  Senator  MORGAN,  in 
his  argument    before    the    Behring  Sea 
Arbitration,  adopted  a  line  very  similar  to 
that  taken  by  Chief-Justice  HANNEN,  and 
Sir  Richard  Webster,  on  the  English 
side,  replied  in  the  opposite  sense.  Will 
Sir  Richard  Webster  now  consider  him- 
self justified  in  becoming  the  mouthpiece 
of  Senator  MORGAN'S  views.    It  would  be  a 
sharp    turn.      Talking    of    Counsel,  Sir 

Charles  Russell,  as  well  as  Sir  Rich 
ARD  WEBSTER,  is  retained  for  the  Penin 
sular  and  Oriental  Company.  Why  did  not 
Japan  secure  Sir  ClIAKLES  RUSSELL?  She 
is  to  have  ARTHUR  COHEN  and  Sir  HENRY 
JAMES,  a  powerful  team  no  doubt,  but 
considering  that  Sir  CHARLES  RUSSELL  had 
made  in  connection  with  the  Behring  Sea 
affair  a  special  study  of  some  of  the  very 
points  that  willcome  upfordiscussion  in  the 
Chishhna- Ravenna  case,  the  failure  to  retain 
him  for  Japan  is  not  easy  to  understand. 


DEATH  OF  THE  EX-LORD-ABBOT 
OF  HONGWAN-JI. 


THE  ex-Lord-Abbot  of  the  OTANl  sect, 
who  died  at  1  p.m.  on  the  17th  instant 
at  his  residence  in  Kyoto,  was  the  head  of 
all  the  Buddhist  Priests  in  Japan.    He  had 
been  suffering  since  the  fall  of  last  year, 
when  he  contracted  a  cold  which  appears 
to  have  been  of  the  character  of  influenza, 
being  attended  with  much  pain  and  ob- 
stinate fever,  and  which  finally  wore  out 
the  strength  of  the  old  Prelate.     From  the 
13th   instant    his   case  developed  grave 
symptoms,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
he  was  declared  by  his  physicians  to  be 
in  a  hopeless  condition.    He  does  not, 
however,  seem  to  have  been  altogether 
prostrated,  for  at    the    moment    of  his 
last   seizure,  he    was    making   his  way 
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Trouble,"  sent 
North  &  Rae, 


along  a  corridor,  attended  by  a  maid-ser 
vant.    The  latter,  seeing  him  fall  insen- 
sible, gave    the  alarm,  and   instantly  a 
cluster  of  women  charged  with  all  sorts  of 
duties  and  ceremonial  offices  in  the  house 
of  the  Prelate,  where  state  resembling  that 
of  a  Court  was  observed,  ran  to  the  spot. 
There  were  about  twenty  of  these  women, 
but  so  inflexible  is  the  etiquette  of  the  ex- 
Lord-Abbot's  household   that  in    the  ab- 
sence of  his  wife,  not  one  of  his  attendants 
might  venture   to  touch  the  body  of  the 
incarnate  BUDDHA,  even  in  the  moment  of 
his  death  agony.     All  that  they  could  do 
was  to   send  a   report  to  the  official  in 
charge  of  the  general  affairs  of  the  house- 
hold, and  by  him  tidings  were  conveyed  to 
the  present  Lord-Abbot,  whose  residence 
was  about  a  furlong  distant.    Some  thirty 
minutes   elapsed  before  the  Lord-Abbot 
arrived,  simultaneously  with  a  physician, 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  the 
venerable  old    man,    too    sacred    to  be 
touched,    however    much    his  humanity 
needed    tending,    lay    helpless    on  the 
ground.    He  died  about  an   hour  after- 
wards.   A  Court  physician,  specially  des- 
patched by  the  EMPEROR  from  Tokyo, 
had  been  in  attendance  on  the  old  Prelate 
during  the  last  days  of  his  illness,  and 
his    son,  the    present    Lord-Abbot,  had 
been  by  his  side  almost  continuously,  yet 
it  was  his  fate  to  die  as  we  have  described. 
One  of  his   last  thoughts  related  to  the 
heavy  debt  under  which  the  great  temples 
of  Hongwan  lay  Tin  til  recently,  and  he  is 
said  to  have  observed   that  the  intense 
anxiety  caused  by  this  unhappy  state  of 
affairs,  and  the  emotion  consequent  upon 
the  unexpected  discharge  of  the  obliga- 
tion, had   materially    assisted    to  break 
down   his  health.     He    thanked  heaven 
for  having  permitted  him  to  witness  the 
temples'  exit  from  a  terribly  embarrassing 
situation,  but  he  could  not  refrain  from 
regretting  that  his  life  had  not  been  spared 
to  witness  the  completion  of  the  magnifi- 
cent edifices  that  had  been  in  process  of 
construction  during  so  many  years  for  the 
use  of  his  fellow-believers.    His  remains, 
having  been  packed  in  vermilion,  were 


laid  in  state  in  his  residence,   where,  on 
the  18th  instant,  the  public  were  allowed 
to  visit  them.    The  ceremony  commenced 
at  8  a.m.  and  continued  until  three  in  the 
afternoon,  during  which  time  more  than 
20,000  persons  paid  their  last  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  body  of  the  BUDDHA.  On 
the  following  day  the  coffin  was  conveyed 
upon  a  splendid  chariot  to  the  two  temples 
of  Amida  Daishi,  and,  High  Mass  having 
been  performed  in  the  Hokushoin,  the  re- 
mains were  finally  laid  beside  those  of  his 
predecessors,  a  quantity  of  the  choicest  Uji 
tea  and  incense  having  been  laid  over  the 
vermilion    immediately   surrounding  the 
corpse.     The  coffin   itself  was  of  pure 
white  pine,  without  any  special  ornamen- 
tation other  than   its  richly  chased  gilt 
mountings.   It  was  enveloped,  however,  in 
gold  brocade  of  the  finest  type,  and  upon 
it  were  laid  the  State  robes  of  the  deceased, 
the  magnificence  of  which  may  be  con- 
ceived from  the  fact  that  they  are  said  to 
have  cost  ten  thousand  yen.    This,  how- 
ever, does  not  represent  the  final  rite  of 
sepulture.    A  funeral  ceremony  on  a  great 
scale  will  be  performed  on  the  29th  instant. 
One  feature  of  it  will  be  a  feast  at  which 
there  will  be  present  the  dead  Prelate's 
successor,  the  chief  priests  of  the  branch 
temples  throughout  the  Empire,  the  wife, 
nearest  blood  relations  and  the  immediate 
female  attendants  of  the  deceased.  The 
duties  of  waiting,  usually  entrusted  to  the 
Councillors  of  the  household,  will  be  on 
this  occasion  delegated  to  the  principal 
male  attendants    011    the  Lord  Abbot's 
person.    The    viands  served    will  be  of 
the  plainest  kind — a  little  miso  soup,  with 
square-cut  pieces  of  bean-curd  and  some 
rice.     Similar  simplicity  will  be  observ- 
ed with  respects  to  the  food  distributed  to 
the  general  body  of  mourners  :  it  will  be 
limited  to  a  ball  of  rice  and  a  few  slices  of 
pickled   turnip.      The    recipients  of  this 
consecrated  food  do  not  eat  it.  They 
carry  it  home  and  treasure  it  carefully  as 
a  talisman   against   disease,  distributing 
portions  to  friends  who  keep  it  for  the 
same  purpose.    The  bier,  as  carried  in 
procession,  will  be  surmounted  by  a  golden 
phcenix  standing  on  a  ball  of  the  same 
metal,  and  from  each  of  the  corners  will 
hang  chains  supporting  swallows,  also  of 
gold.    In  advance   will  walk  six  temple- 
officials,  representing  the  "  six  roads  "  of 
the  Buddhist  doctrine,  the  fresh  bamboo 
staves  carried  by  them  being  emblematical 
of  the  salvation  which  a  Buddhist  Saint 
extends  to  all  believers.    The  chief  mour- 
ner will  be  shod  with  hemp  sandals  on 
bare  feet,  and  twenty-six  ladies  of  the 
household  will  have  zori  of  straw,  also  on 
bare  feet.    Other  ancient  customs  peculiar 
to  this,  the  most  solemn  rite  of  the  faith, 
will  be  carefully  observed,  and  those  privi- 
leged to  be  present  on  the  occasion  may 
expect  to  witness  a  most  impressive  cere- 
monial. 

The    deceased    Prelate    was   born  in 
March,  1817,  and  was  therefore  in  his  76th 
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year.  At  the  early  age  of  eleven  he  became 
Abbot  of  Daidoji,  in  Omi,  and  in  1846  he 
succeeded  to  the  headship  of  Hongwan-ji. 

The  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Im- 
perial  Court   were   numerous.    Thus,  in 

1862,  when  the  Sovereign  was  expected  to 
take  the  field  in  person  against  foreigners, 
lie  presented  to  theCourt  ten  thousand  riyo, 
and  a  similar  sum  in  1867,  together  with 
4,000  bales  of  rice,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Restoration.  Thenceforth  duties  connected 
with  the  finances  of  the  Court  were  en- 
trusted to  officers  of  the  temple,  and  the 
manner  of  their  discharge  in  connection 
with  the  northern  expedition  against  the 
last  adherents  of  the  SHOGUN,  as  well  as 
with  the  opening  of  Hokkaido,  won  the 
EMPEROR'S  emphatic  approval.  In  1872 
the  deceased  Prelate  received  a  patent  of 
nobility  and  a  pension,  and  in  1889  he 
surrendered  his  high  office  to  his  son. 
Shortly  before  his  death  he  was  raised  to 
the  First  Class  of  the  Second  Grade  of 
official  rank. 


THE  NEW  ORIENTAL  BANK. 


IN  the  sensational  accounts  published  by 
English  local  journals  in  Japan  with  re- 
ference to  the  failure  of  the  New  Oriental 
Bank,  statements  are  made  creating  the 
impression  that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
behaved  with  gross  dishonesty,  obtaining 
large  advances  on  wholly  insufficient  se- 
curity. So  unpardonably  reckless  has  been 
the  writing  on  this  subject,  that  one  journal 
(the  Japan  Gazette)  confounds  the  securi- 
ties given  by  the  Directors  with  the  ad- 
vances made  to  them,  although  the  former 
were,  in  every  case  but  one,  almost  double  of 
the  latter.  The  plain  fact  is  that  these 
"choice  specimens  of  Directors,"  as  they  are 
called  by  one  of  their  ingenuous  slanderers, 
so  far  from  "  taking  advantage  of  their 
position  to  obtain  heavy  advances,"  simply 
appear  to  have  borrowed  money  from  the 
Bank  in  the  ordinary,  orthodox  manner  by 
lodging  security  that  seemed  ample.  As 
the  Directors  are  all  well-known  men — one 
of  them  at  least  having  many  personal 
friends  in  this  community — and  as,  under 
any  circumstances,  it  is  contrary  to  public 
interest  that  libels  should  be  circulated  on 
such  subjects,  we  reproduce  here  a  table 
showing  the  total  indebtedness  of  each 
Director  at  the  time  of  the  Bank's  closing, 
and  also  the  total  face  value  of  the  securities 
then  held  by  the  Bank  ■ — 


Name  of  Directors. 


Total  Indebted- 
ness. 

£        s.  d. 


Total  face-value 
of  securities 
held  by  Bank, 
£       s.  d. 


W.  W.  Cargill,  Esq....  15,786    6  9  34,930  12  o 

A.J.  MacdnnaTd,  Esq.    8,427  14  7  15,641  7  6 

Tod  Heatly,  Esq             47,872  19  4  121,266  O  o 

L.  R.  C.  Boyle,  Esq....    5,750    6  3  6,550  o  o 

It  is  true  that  the  real  values  of  these 

securities  had  depreciated  greatly,  so  that, 

instead  of  aggregating  nearly  twice  the 

sums  borrowed  against  them,   they  fell 

very  much  below    the  amount  of  those 

sums  at  the  time  of  the  Bank's  suspension. 

But  there  is  nothing  whatever  to  show 

that  the  securities,  when  originally  ac- 


cepted by  the  Bank,  did  not  amply  cover 
the  advances  made  on  them.    At  any  rate 
we  cannot  applaud  the  accuracy  of  a  jour 
nalistic  critic  who  confounds  a  debt  will 
the    security   given    for    it,    and,  under 
that  delusion,  represents  the  four  Direc 
tors  as  having  owed  the  Bank  over  a  hun 
died  and  seventy-eight  thousand  pounds 
whereas  in  truth  they  owed  seventy-seven 
thousand  and  had  given  securities  nomi- 
nally aggregating  a  hundred  and  seventy 
eight  thousand.    The  same  critic,  avowed 
ly  basing  his  remarks  on  the  Report  of  the 
Creditors'  Committee,  says  that  the  Direc 
tors  were  "most  of  them  connected  wih 
other  companies,  and  used  their  positions 
to  foist  upon  the  unfortunate  Bank  a  laige 
quantity   of  almost  valueless  securities." 
VViiat  the  Report  says,  however,  is  this:— 
"  It  is  not  certain  that  any  personal  end  of 
the  Directors  was  advanced  by  means  of 
the  Bank's  investments  in  the  shares  of 
and  advances  to  or  through,  the  various 
Companies  above  mentioned,  beyond  this 
— that  some   of  them   were  Directors  in 
these  Companies,  and  no  doubt  in  respect 
of  that  received  fees."    Very  different  is 
the  language  of  the  Report,  compiled  by 
men  of  knowledge  and  experience,  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  creditors  —  very  different 
is  it  from  the  exaggerated  interpretation 
published  in  this  Settlement.    The  unfor- 
tunate Bank  and  every  one  connected  with 
it  have  suffered  sufficiently  without  sensa- 
tional attempts  to  magnify  the  catastrophe. 


THE  POLITICAL  CRISIS  IN  ITALY. 
 ♦  

ELSEWHERE  we  translate  from  the 
Staatsbuerger  Zeitung  a  resutne, 
or  what  purports  to  be  a  resume,  of  the 
Report  presented  by  the  Parliamentary 
Commission  of  Inquiry  recently  appointed 
in  Itafy  to  investigate  the  bank  troubles. 
The  Staatsbuerger  Zeitung  does  not,  it  is 
true,  profess  to  be  in  possession  of  accu- 
rate information  as  to  the  results  of  the 
Commission's  researches.     It  speaks  only 
of  a  letter  from  Rome  in  which  the  verdict 
of  the  Commission,  though  not  yet  pub- 
lished authoritatively,  is  outlined  by  a  cor 
respondent  who  professes  to  have  pri- 
vate access  to  sources  of  special  informa- 
tion.   Still  the  German  journal's  corre 
spondent  plainly  intends  to  be  interpreted 
as  one  writing  with  full  knowledge,  and 
doubtless  he  was  so  interpreted  by  his 
readers.     Italian  newspapers  just  receiv 
ed,    however,    contain    the    full    text  of 
th e  Commission's  Report,  and  from  it  we 
learn   that    the  Staatsbuerger  Zeitung  s 
article  is   disfigured  by  gross  exaggera- 
tions and   misstatements.     It  indicates 
Crispi,  Nicotera,  Grimaldi,  Lacava  and 
others  as  "  hopelessly  compromised  ; ''  it 
declares  that  NlCOTERA  purposely  threw 
obstacles   in    the  way    of  investigation 
for  the  sake  of  a  cheque  of  4,000  lire, 
thus  ,:  using  the  influence  of  his  office  as 
Minister  of  the  Interior  to  shield  the  man 
towards  whom  he  was  under  financial  obli- 


gations;" it  accuses  GlOLITTI  and  MlCELI 
of  presenting  forged  bank  notes  to  ihe 
Commission  appointed  to  consider  the 
question  of  extending  the  privilege  of 
note  issue  ;  it  represents  CRISPI  as  having 
been  aware  of  these  two  Ministers'  action 
at  the  time,  and  it  concludes  by  saying: — 

In  a  word,  the  Repoi  I  contains  a  mas>*  of  le- 
velling corruption  which  frightens  the  people,  who 
Hie  crushed  mulct  a  burden  <)(  unfortunate  re* 
veises,  when  they  leain  how  their  distinguished 
leaders,  who  had  heen  i he  pi  ide  of  tlie  nation,  gave 
silent  consent  to  the  uefai  ions  manipulations  of  a 
hand  of  thief*  who  bled  the  nation  and  mined  (he 
social  and  material  welfaie  of  the  country. 

We  find  in  the  Report  nothing  to  justify 
this  sweeping  language,  which,  when  com- 
pared   with    the    avowed    source    of  its 
authority,  must  be  pronounced  slanderous 
and  unwarranted.    According  to  the  Re- 
port, NlCOTERA  and  GRIMALDI,  so  far  from 
being  "  hopelessly  compromised,"  refuted 
completely  the  slanders  directed  against 
them.    LACAVA  and  MlCELI  do    not  es- 
cape  entirely    without  blame.     But  the 
sum  of  the  former's  offence  is  pronounced 
to  have  been  the  sending  of  a  telegram  in 
the  interest  of  a  third  party,  and  against 
the  latter  nothing  could  be  shown  except 
that  he  had  given  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  a  perfectly  respectable  person.    As  for 
the  ex-Premier,  GlOLITTI,  there  is  ftot  a 
word  impugning  his  honour  or  morality, 
though  want  of  foresight  and  knowledge 
is  laid  to  his  charge.    Perhaps  the  most 
flagrant  defamation  is  that  of  CRISPI,  for 
he  is  not  even  named  anywhere  in  the 
Report.    On  the  whole,  the  investigations 
of  the   Commission   as  embodied   in  its 
Report,  give  results  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  calumnies  of  the  Staatsbuerger  Zei- 
tiaig's  correspondent.   The  verdict  of  such 
a  tribunal  must,  of  course,  be  accepted  as 
conclusive,  and  when  we  find  that  only  three 
or  four  obscure  Deputies  are  included  in  the 
limits  of  its  condemnation,  and  that  their 
crime  was  nothing  worse  than  having  ob- 
tained the  renewal  of  promissory  notes,  we 
are  constrained  to  conclude  that  the  German 
journal  quoted  above,  as  well  as  the  sensa- 
tional correspondents  of  several  American 
newspapers,  were  gravely  misled.    In  fact( 
the  Parliamentary  inquiry  into  the  Bank 
frauds  has  established  precisely  what  the 
Staatsbuerger  Zeitung  sought  to  impugn, 
namely,  the  honour  of  Italian  politicians. 
Certainly,  Italy  is  passing  through  a  grave 
financial  crisis.     Yet,  reading  the  views 
expressed  by  the  leading  English  journals 
just  received,  we  can  not  but  endorse 
the  opinion   of  the    Commission    of  In- 
quiry,   which    concludes    its  exhaustive 
Report  with  these  words: — "Italy  finds 
herself  in  a  difficult   period   of   her  re- 
naissance, and  she   will  emerge  from  it 
intact,  because  she    has    in   herself  the 
greatest  factors  of  national  civilization — 
the  glorious  tradition  which   has  recon- 
stituted her;  the  varied  wealth  of  her  lands 
and  of  her  institutions  which  will  be  de- 
veloped by  persevering  initiative  ;  and  the 
heart  of  a  people  longing  for  work  and  for 
light.    An  Italian  who  doubted  the  national 
forces  of  Italy  would  live  a  stranger  in  his 
own  country." 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sen"  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
corespondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  theretrom.j 


LADY  DOCTORS  IN  JAPAN. 
To  the  Editor  of  thk  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir -In  tt.e  Japan  Weekly  Mad  of  the  20lh 
!.,sl.,  I  noticed  an  item  headed  "A  new  Doctor 
for  Nagasaki."     As  the  exl.act  fro...  '  An  An.e- 
,  ica..  pape.  "  which  follows  is  misleading.  I  P'  esume 
Vo„  will  be  glad  lo  cor.ect  the  statement.  Ur. 
Mary  A.  Suganuma  "  is  not  "  the  first  women 
physician  eve.  license.)  fo,  that  purpose  ui  Japan. 
I  have  a  pe.sonal  acquaintance  with  three  Japa- 
nese   women    win.   have    been  licensed 
Japanese  Government  to  practice  medicine.    1  hey 
have   all  had  a  regular  cou-se  of  study  and  are 
well-equipped  practising  physicians. 
I  am.  yoti.s  veiy  sinceiely, 

(M.s.)  M.  T.  TRUE. 


EVOLUTION  OF  A  NETSUKE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail. 


Sir,  — I  have  engaged  to  read  a  pape.  before 
the  Japan  Society  of  London  next  sp.mgupon  the 
"  Evolution  of  a  Netsuke." 

As  it  is  impossible  for  students  situated  like  my- 
self on  this  s.de  of  the  wo,  Id  to  do  mo.  e  than 
advance  theories  and  probabilit.es  which  present 
themselves  to  them  through  tlie.r  hm.ted  op- 
po.  tunnies,  I  appeal  through  the  medium,  of  you. 
admirable  journal  to  fellow-students  ...  Japan  to 
aid  me  in  my  researches. 
What  I  chiefly  seek  is  : — 

(a)  Evidence  as  to  the  use  of  the  netsuke  in  a 
rude  condition  by  the  fi.sl  wearers  of  it— and 
as  to  its  then  usual  shape-such  evidence  to  be 
gathered  from  photographs  of  actual  netsukes, 
or  of  engiavings  of  costume. 

(b  )  Like  evidence  as  to  its  use  ma.  tide  condi- 
tion in  the  present  day  by  peasants,  &c. 

(c)  Notes  of  any  dated  netsukes  or  reliat 
dates  as  to  when  celebrated  or  other  . 
lived. 

If  any  collecto.s  would  favour  me  with  photo 
grapes  of   fine  specimens  in   their  possession,  1 
should  endeavour  to  retu.n  their  kindness  to  me. 
Believe  me  lo  be,  yoms  obediently, 

MARCUS  B.  HUISH. 
New  University  Club,  St.  James's  Street, 
London,  December  lllh,  'con- 


viction that  Hawaii  is  not  to  establish  a  p.ecedent 
to  the  contra,  y.    If  then  you  will  lay  by,  for  the  mo- 
ment, you.  "diverting  speculation,    and  it  youi 
"Amused    Reader"   can   so  conl.ol   Ins  risibili- 
ties that  he  can  read  with  dry  eyes   with   you,  a 
second  time  what  I  wrote,  you  will  both  see  that 
I  claimed  no  vi.  Lie  for  the  people  of   the  United 
States  beyond  the  possession  hitherto  of  a  policy 
of  non-interference  outside  their  continental  limits. 
What  may  happen  in  coming  years  of  cou.se  no 
one  can  now  tell.      The  Ame,  icau  people  nude,  the 
law  which  directs  human  p.  og.  ess  have  made  a  eon- 
nuest  of  a- large  part  of  the  No.tl.  American  con 
Client.    Some  day  they  may,  fo.  all  any  one  knows 
now,  feel  that  the  time  has  come  for  them  to  take 
the  rest  of  the  continent  under    then    "  Spread, 
Eagle  "    They  may   even   reach  out  and  gather 
under    their    "Bud    uv    FredumV*    wings  the 
"vexed  Bermoothes"  in  the  Atlantic  and  also  the 
"fairy   archipelago"   of    Hawaii    in    the  Pacific 
ocean       The  financial    centre  of  the  wo.ld  may 
be    within   the  next  few  decades,  transferred;  to 
Gotham's  Wall  St.eet.    The  industrial  conl.ol  ot 
the  wo.ld  will,  in  all  probability,  be  acquired  m 
Yankee  land  before  another  half  centu.  y  passes. 
But  these  things  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion now   in   issue.     I  claim  now,  only,  that  no 
student  of  the  career  of  nations  has  a  .  ight  to  say 
that  the  American  people  have  yet  done  anything 
to  justify   the  charge  that  they  have  ag.ee-' 
foreign  conquest,  and  I  claim  thai,  so  fa,,  the,  e  .s 
no  disposition  on  the  pa,  1  of  the  Ame,  .cans  to  an- 
nex tothei.  Union  lhep.offe.ed  lei.uo.yof  Hawaii 
If  this  be  "  Pecksniffian  "  let  you.  "  Amused  Read 
er  "  put  these  words  into  the  mouth  of  Du-kens  s 
darling  bite  noiv,  so  that  we  can  see  how  well  o,  ill 
they  fit  in  with  the  doingsof  that  well  known  cha.ac- 
ter    Asto  Hawaii,  the  present  Government,  seemed 
bv'the  revolt  of  the  men  of  intelligence  wealth 
and  political  virtue  of  the  islands-Anglo  Saxon 
conquest  if  you  please  so  to  name  the  revolution,— 
is  justified,  and  should  be,  I  believe  will  he,  main- 
tained     To  this  Government,  the  people  ot  the 
United  Slates  a.  e  gi  vin  g  their  cordial  sympathy 
and  will  give  their  moral,  and  may  be  compelled 
to  give  other,  suppo.t.     But  that  is  not  political 
annexation  to  the  American  body  politic.    If  this 
he  "  Pharisaism  "  the  word  has  been  transfigured 
and  eveiy  Ame,  ica..  can  well  afford  to  let  those 
who    "  imagine    vain    things"   pelt    h.m  with  .« 
from  their  places  of  hiding  as  he  passes  by  on 
the  open  road.     Let  us,  please,  find  some  mo.e 
fruitful  topic  for  "  dive,  ting  speculation     and  t 
amusement  in  ambush,  than  how  fa,   Columbia  .s 
exactly  like  the  dear  old  Dame  B.itamua  mo.I.e, 
of  blessed  memory  still,  however  much  the  dauglHe. 
has  established  a  household  of  her  own. 

CLAY  MacCAULEY 


lions  whence  the  enemy,  at  their  own  convenience, 
may  veutu.e  out  to  bombard  Kobe  and  Osaka. 

2.  That  the  Shikoku  railway  would  confer  a 
g.  eat  boon  on  the  pilg.  ims  who,  from  time  to  time, 
visit  the  Kompira  Sin  me  in  Sanuki. 

3.  That  it  would  facilitate  the  transportation  of 
goods  to  and  from  this  province. 

4.  And  lastly  that  it  would  vastly  develop  the 
mate.ial  1  esources  of  the  south- weste.  n  part  of  the 
Empire  which  are  already  yea.ly  01.  the  inc.  ease. 

Having  thus  shown  an  urgent  need  for  the 
Shikoku  railway,  the  authors  of  the  circulars  con- 
clude somewhat  as  follows  :—"  As  the  realization 
of  our  hopes  will  not  only  directly  affect  the  wel- 
fa.  e  of  our  six  hundred  brethren,  bvit  will  also  con- 
cern the  safely  and  inleg.ityof  the  Empire,  we 
call  upon  all  to  mute  thei.  efforts  with  ours  m  order 
to  enlist  public  opinion  in  our  behalf  and  to  induce 
the  members  of  the  Diet  to  suppoit  our  views." 

Apropos  of  the  material  .esou.ces  of  Tosa,  per- 
naps  some  of  your  leaders  might  be  inte.esled  .11 
the  following  figures  concerning  her  exports  and 
imports: — 

Exports.  1890.        1891.  1892. 

Various  kinds  of     Yen.  Yen.  Yen. 

paper   i,o75.373  1,487,565  1,181,920 

Marine  products  233,258  435.395  449-948 
Timber  and  wood  123,395 

Charcoal    140,743 

,.  Antimony   32.°7' 

6.  Tea    75.872 

7.  Sugar    143.458 

8.  Raw  Silk    75.7^  I 

9.  Camphor    '85,451 

;0.  Un  wrought  copper  24,464 

Imports. 

1.  Rice    405.947 

2.  Worsted  and 


137,816 
114,972 
47.178 
74.287 
94,182 
I  10,931 
I4L539 
49,796 


233.853 
163,692 

152,550 
123,414 
117,223 
82,082 
71,206 
64,073 


199,199  452,557 


10 


Cotton  Yarn 
manufactures...  85999 
Cotton  Cloths 
(sho.  I  stapled)..  159,310 
Silk  and  woollen 

textiles   115. 231 

Cotton  yam 

(long  stapled)...  102,543 

Petroleum    55. 691 

Beans    39-'93 

Fancy  goods(nalive 

and  foteign)  ...  184,210 
Worsted  cotton 

yarn   58.942  67,688 

Ba,  ley  and  wheat    28,001  27,904 

Believe  me,  I.  uly  you.  s, 

Kochi,  Tosa,  January  20th,  1894. 


120,801 

249.052 

106,314 

155.338 
74.778 
46,612 


272,811 

220,777 

118,653 

92,048 
72,860 
62,518 


326,142  60,288 


K 


53.493 
52.997 
.  C. 


•'  HAWAIIAN  AFFAIRS"  AGAIN. 


Yoms  very  truly, 
Tokyo,  January  20th,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
SlR_We,eI  «o  .elorl  in  kind  upon  to-day's 
letter  in  the  Mail,  entitled  "  Sp.ead  Eagle  Logic, 
n   that  title  cha.  acte.  izing   a  communication  of 
in to  L  a  few  days  ago,  1  could  find  an  excel 
ent  analogue.,,  the  zoolog.c  domain  for  my  pin- 
pose,  but  I  do  not  think  epithets  can  settle  a  ques 
Son   such    as    that  which    I    answered.     No.  is 
h  owing    missiles    from    behind   the  convenient 


POLITICS  IN  TOSA. 
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HAWAIIAN  AFFAIRS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — The  following  pa.ag.aph  has  a  great  moral 
interest  for  me  :  — 

After  all,  the  theory  that  a  country  should  be- 
iong  to  its  countrymen  depends  p.imarily  upon  the  hypo- 
thesis that  its  peace  and  prosperity  are  best  secured  by  such 
possession.  Is  that  true  of  Hawaii?  Have  not,  on  tt.e 
contra.y.  the  material  interests  of  the  country  fallen  into 
alien  hands,  and  has  not  the  spirit  of  its  institutions  been 
for  many  years  inspired  by  alien  minds?— Japan  Mail, 
January  15th,  1894. 

What  I  want  to  know  is  this.  Is  not  the  first 
sentence  of  the  above  paragraph  intended  as  an 
answer  lo  the  claim  of  "  Japan  for  the  Japanese  ?" 
It  st.  ikes  me  that  it  is  ;  but  I  may  be  mistaken. 

What  I  also  waul  to  know  is  this.      Does  not 
I  the  last  sentence  of  the  paragraph  illustrate  the 
present  condition  of  Japan  ? 

And  finally,  I  want  to  ask  this  question  :  —  Don't 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan 
S,Ri_J„dging  the   future  by   past  expeiieuce 
merely,  the  public  may  naturally  expect  to  become 
disgusted  with  the  daily  repo.ts  of  actual  dramas 
to  be  played  befo.e  long  on  the  election-stage  of 
Tosa.     Even   in    Kochi  itself  a   feeling  of  great 
anxiety  pievails  among  those  who  a.e  not  we 
,    however"  freely  it  may  be  I  acquainted   with  the  complicated  state  of  party 
Heher  of  an  anonym     ^  ^ J  ^  „  \     ^        Will  lhey  brandish  swo,  ds  and  oaken 

indulged    in,   as      y    >ou.       "  atlac|t   j„    Hubs  once  mo.  e  ?"  is  the  question  asked  11,  many 

calculated  to  give  dignity  or  -U.  to  a,,  attack,  m   clubs  once  mo,  Radi    ls,  ,  ly 

theeyesofobse.ves      1        pp  UimseU  is  presenting  this  constiluencj rip  the  Diet.lare  ho...  ly  y^,^^.,^^  peace  and  prosperity  of  Japan 

derisive    augl i« j'*^,,     Al  any  i  ale  "  you,    expected  to  an  ive  f,  on.  lokyo  to  canvass  or  votes \V  ^  secuied  by  fo)cib,y  depiivinK 

tUg  'trie of  SilrtZd  readers''  so  far  as  1    in  the  new  election  about  lo  take  place;  but  ,    t-        ^  q(  ^  (         ^  {Q  ow„  g«vtinmeivt 

la,  ge  ende  Of  d  e°  ,        enle,  tailieii    wi,hsta..d.ng  this,  not  a  single  candidate  f,  on   the    3   ^  ^  ^  q{  |)er  ^  (.esom  C£s  ? 

am  concerned    inay  not  ^    Kokumin.ha  js  yel  heard  of  to  contest  the  Radi-  ^        ib,e  U)al  as  a  meie  gl0be-lrotter  I  may 

by    any   tu  1*"°  „    „  ped;siuffianism,"    cal  seats,  and  from  this  and  other  ecu ...stances,        mistaken  aboili  llle  Occiden laliza.iou  of  Japan  ; 

Ci,a'-5eS  IL  ^  Besides,  as  inisinlerpreta  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken  in  reading  the  signs  h  .  am  in  e,  l  o.  in  suggesting  that  her  n.a- 
et    id  genus  '       let  me    say  again   what  of  the  limes,  I  fancy  the  Radical  pa.ty  will  have  P  -  , \         u  aie  in  aliell  ,iands  and  that  the 

t,on  is  not  ,e  uld  "  '',,'i,,,  Led  Reader"  have  a  walk-over,  and  that  there  w.ll  not  be  any  such 
both   you    and    yo ur       Al  1  "f  ,  .„  of  ,he   serious  disturbances  and  bloodshed  as  nVg.aced 

.gnored  1.1  my   etlei  ,  that  so  la       e  p     p  gei.e.al  election  in  th.sp.OV.nce.  However 

P'Mted  Slates  have  - ^'^  V  if.d  a  di,  fas  .he  %  ench  say,  in  politics  ll*  unexpected 
foreign  policy,    hat  ti.eyha to  V  extra-    always    happens,    and    what   unlooked-for  turn 

pos.tion   .0  H*ru  ara^yas$ert1on  that    afrairs  may  lake  remains  to  be  seen, 

continental  domain,  and  tl.al  a uy  sD.Iielv        But   politics   aside,   the   topic  which  welluigl 

U.ey  t"0'';,:  ,  b«7tL  e  haeve  bee"     at     abso.bs^he  attentiau  of  almost  every  one  in  this 

g.atu.tous.    Unques.o  ^^J^V^wic^,  community  is  what  maybe  called  the  Shi- 

I^onsTa1^ 

^rS,e0«ce  seve.  a,  of  th.  West  WHj  -  KSt'd"^.!^. 

lands,  but  they  have  always  .  e  use d  t hem.  Vu a m   te.u^e  y  ^ 

has  not  distmbed  the  nation's  mien    .,,  ™*J**Va  fSJv  S«  of  communicalion,  this  part  of  the 


spirit  of  her  institutions  has  been  controlled  for 
many  yea.  s  by  alien  minds. 

But  if.  the  event  of  such   mistakes  on  my  pa.t, 
ay  allow  me  lo  ask  another  question  or  two  :  — 
In  case  that  at  any  time  in  (he  futme  Japan 
should  become  more/Occidental,  and  that  a  la.ger 
pa,  t — say,  a  majo.  ity,— >of  her  material  interests, 
should  be  in  alien  hands,  and  her  institutions  be 
still  more  controlled  than  now  by  alien  minds,— 
would  it  not  then  be  high  lime  lo  dethrone  the  pre- 
sent dynasty,  and  lo  set  up  a  provisional  alien  go- 
a  railway  is  urged  on   two     wnmmi  s0  as  to  secure  the  peace  and  prosperity 
the  ground  of  National  De- |  o{  ,,le  |and  p 

And  would  not  the  opening  of  Japan  to  the  world 
at  large  be  the  best  way  of  bringing  this  change 
about  without  the  cost  of  a  big  war?    For  the  cost 
would,  I  fancy,  be  the  greatest  mo.al  question. 
Yours,  etc.,  CORNU  D^MONIS. 

January  20th,  1894. 
[We  cannot  perceive  that  the  conditions  referred  to  exist  in 
Japan.— Ed.  J.M.] 


Jan.  27,  1894.] 
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UNION  CHURCH,  YOKOHAMA, 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  sealholders  in  Union 
Church,  Yokohama,  was  held  in  die  Van  Schaick 
1 1  ill  on  Tuesday  evening.  Titers  wcie  present 
Mr.  A.  J.  Wilkin  (in  the  Chair)  Die  Rev.  Di . 
Meacham,  the  Rev.  E.  S.  and  Mis.  Booth,  Rev. 
H.  Loomis,  Messrs.  I..  Pollard,  C.  V.  Sale.  F.  G. 
Sale,  T.  Rose,  H.  MacAithur,  C.  Fieyer,  Miss 
Moulton,  Miss  Crosby,  Rev.  J.  H  and  Mis.  Bal 
lagh,  and  Mi.  and  Mis.  Biokenshiie. 

After  a  short  piayei  from  the  Rev.  H.  L00MIS, 
the  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Geneial  Meeting 
weie  read  by  the  Secretaiy  (Mr.  Pollard),  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth  moved  that  the  Trea- 
surer's report  he  taken  as  read. 

The  Chairman  said  the  iepoit  was  very  satis- 
factory, and  very  many  thanks  weie  due  to  the 
ladies  who  had  taken  pail  in  the  organising  and 
carrying  out  of  the  Kettledrum.  Turning  10  the 
figures  in  the  iepoit,  he  thought  that  they  pre- 
sented matter  for  encoui  agement,  About  six 
years  ago  their  income  had  been  about  $1,539, 
now  it  was  neaily  double,  $2,756.  As  a  congre- 
gation, he  thought  the  Union  Chinch  had  shown 
considerable  progress. 

The  repoi  t  and  accounts  were  then  adopted. 

treasurer's  report. 
The  deficit  of  $103.81  brought  forward  from  last  Ac- 
count has  been  wiped  out  and  in  place  of  that  a  balance  in 
hand  of  $100.84  is  shown  This  satisfactory  result  is  due 
entirely  to  the  energetic  action  of  the  ladies  of  the  congre- 
gation in  arranging  a  Kettledrum  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Church,  which  proved  a  signal  success,  no  less  a  sum  than 
$40^.38  being  the  net  proceeds.  Very  special  thanks  are 
due  to  the  ladies  forming  the  Committees  of  Management, 
more  particularly  to  Mrs  S.  D.  Hepburn,  Mrs.  Merriman, 
Mrs.  Morris,  and  Mrs.  Poole  for  their  untiring  efforts. 

On  analysing  ti>e  accounts,  one  unsatisfactory  feature  is 
the  decrease  of  some  $250  in  the  ordinary  income  namely  : 
pew  rents  and  collections- 

A  gift  of  $50  was  received  from  Mr.  Willis  Paine,  of  New 
Yorl<,  for  tlie  renewing  of  the  platform  carpet.  This  sum 
forms  part  of  the  balance  in  hand  and  must  be  appropriated 
in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  donor. 

The  donations  for  the  year  are  $430,  as  compared  with 
$104  in  1892  In  this  sum  is  included  Mrs-  Brower's  gener- 
ous subscription  of  $100. 

Appended  is  a  comparative  statement  of  income  for  the 
past  few  years. 

Geokge  Sale,  Hon,  Treasurer 


THE 
ST 


Union  Church,  Yokohama,  in  account  with 
Honorary  Treasurer  for  yeak  ending  31 
January,  1894. 
Dr. 

To  Balance  $  203.81 

To  Pasior's  salary,  u  months  at  $125    1,500.00 

To  Pastor's  Rent,  12  months  at  $40    480  00 

To  Rent  of  Union  Church  to  31st  December,  1893  ...  300.00 
To  Rent  of  Van  Schaick  Hall  to  31st  December,  1893...  60.00 

To  Printing  and  Advertising   o.co 

To  Electric  Lighting   15.5a 

To  Tuning  Organ    75.oo 

To  Organ  Fire  Insurance,  premium   20.50 

To  Organ  Blower    5.00 

1 0  Decorations  at  Christmas    28.80 

To  Sunday  School  Lesson  Papers    20.91 

To  Balance  in  hand   100.84 

$1,829.38 


Cr. 

By  Pew  Rents   

By  Collections   ,     

By  Collections  Van  Schaick  Hall   

By  Donations  to  General  Funds,  viz.  

Miss  Moulton   $10    Rev.  E.  S.  Booth 

Mrs.  Draper,  Sen.  ...  10   Mr.  Merriman 


$ 


Rev.  G.  Draper  . 

Mrs.  Wallace    10 

Mr.  Bunting    3 

Mr.  C.  G.  Wilson  ...  3 

Mr.  W.  D.S.  Edwards  10 

A  Friend    1 

Rev.  J.  Dearing     ...  10 

Rev.  J  Harrington...  5 

Miss  Brittan    3 

Mr.  C.  V.  S-le   10 

Mr.  Geo.  Sale    3$ 

Visitor    5 

Mr.  Loomis    10 

Captain  Young   5 

Captain  Efford   5 


Mr.  Palmer 

Mrs.  Wood  

Mr.  Komp  

Mr.  Rose   

Mr.  MacArthur... 
Mr.  Geo.  Booth... 

Miss  Oeyo  

Mr.  Ballagh 
Mr.  A.  J.  Wilkin 

Mr.  Lay   

Mr.  Pollard 

A  Friend   

Mr.  VV.  H.  Smith 

Mr.  Griffin  

Mrs.  Brower 


$  5 

•  s 

•  s 

■  s 

■  3 
.  70 

•  s 


JO 
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9I7-50 
94a-65 
45»S 
430.00 


Bv  Proceeds  Kettledrum  

By  Cash  from  Decoration  Committee   

By  Hymn  Books  Sold   

By  Donation  for  carpet  from  Mr.  Willis  Paine, 
York   


New 


405.38 
23.00 
15.60 

50-00 


$2,829.38 
George  Sals,  Hon.  Treasurer, 
Examined  with  vouchers  and  found  correct. 

L.  Pollard. 

E.  B.  Stuart  Edwards, 
i88t.  1889.  1890. 

Pew  Rents   474.17   7SS  00  1,127.50 

Offertories,  &c   437.65   55»-<>9   44»-47 

Special  Subscription. 
Donations  ...    628.15   9"  44   42  98 


Total  '.539-97  2,230.13  1,612.95 

Added  from  Bazaar  Fund    750.00 


2,362.95 

1891.  1892.  1893. 

Pew  Rents  1,085.00   985.00    933-ro 

Offertories,  &c  1,15749  t, 200.01   987.90 

Donations   332.85   205.00   43000 

104.00  *  405.38 

'  •  *        „         „     ,       *.S7S-34          M94.©x  -a.TS6.38 

Added  from  Baiaar  Fund          259.23   —    — 


Total 


 J.834-S7  2,494.01. 

*  Kettledrum. 


The  Chairman  said  thai  a  voir  of  lliankiiliould 
be  al  once  passrd  to  the  Treasuiei,  as  a  token  of 

llieir  sympathy  with  him  upon  his  enforced 
retirement  foi  a  time  on  account  of  illness. — Car- 
ried unanimously. 

Dr.  MuaCHAM  proposed  a  vole  of  (hanks  10  all 
Ihe  Ladies  who  weie  associated  with  the  success  of 
the  Kettledrum, —  Canied  nem.con. 

The  Secretary  then  gave  the  following  iepoit 
upon  the  Chinese  Mission: — The  Committee 
appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  die  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  Church  and  congregation  can 
hardly  be  said  lo  be  now  in  existence  ;  it  consisted 
of  the  Rev.  H.  Loomis,  Miss  Deyo,  and  Messis. 
Crouch,  Griffin,  and  Pollaid.  Miss  Deyo  and  Mi. 
Crouch  have  left  the  country,  Mr.  Guffin  was 
unable  to  sei  ve,  and  Mr.  Loomis  has  of  late  been 
too  unwell  lo  attend  to  business  matters;  therefore 
the  onus  of  the  iepoit  has,  of  necessity,  to  be  borne 
by  the  remaining  member  of  the  Committee,  who 
also  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Mission,  and  Superintendaut  of 
the  Sunday  School.  These  facts  are  at  once  placed 
before  you,  in  order  that  you  may  be  prepared  to 
elect  a  new  Committee.  The  Treasurer's  state- 
ment is  on  the  table.  It  shows  total  receipts  since 
the  Mission  was  first  organised  of  $517.11,  and  a 
credit  balance  of  $84  05.  In  November,  1892,  the 
Chinese  contributed  $60,  and  this  last  November 
$106.50,  which  is,  perhaps?,  sufficient  proof  that 
ihey  are  anxious  to  continue  the  Mission.  From 
the  preacher's  report  it  seems  that  five  boys  have 
received  daily  instruction  at  his  hands,  but  only 
for  a  short  period.  His  time  has  been  chiefly  de- 
voted to  piivale  calls  fiom  house  lo  house;  some- 
times he  appears  to  have  met  with  a  fairly  good 
leception,  and  at  other  limes  the  Chinese  have 
proved  impatient  and  did  not  care  to  listen  to  his 
pleaching.  No  converts  have  been  made,  so  far 
as  1  can  leai  n.  A  meeting  foi  Chinese  is  held  evei  y 
Fiidayand  Sunday  evening,  the  attendance  at 
which  has  steadily  improved,  commencing  with 
an  average  of  6,  and  increasing  of  late  to 
10.  At  the  Sunday  School  I  notice  an  im- 
pROvement  in  reading  English,  but  whether  there 
is  any  spiritual  development  or  not  is  more 
than  I  can  say.  The  attendance  has  been  re- 
gular, averaging  about  18,  a  slight  increase  on 
last  year.  It  remains  us  for  to  say  whether  or 
not  the  Chinese  pieacher,  Mr.  Lan  Ping,  shall 
stay  in  Yokohama.  The  mission  suffered  a  loss, 
in  books  and  furniture,  to  the  extent  of  about  $50, 
and  Mi.  Lan  Ping  $20,  in  the  fire  which  occurred 
at  No.  145,  Settlement,  a  week  ago.  Noinsuiance 
was,  unfoi  Innately,  effected.  We  have  another 
room  in  view  which  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to 
occupy  in  about  two  weeks'  time.  Mr.  Pollard 
also  appealed  for  two  further  teachers. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  the  most  satisfac- 
loi  y  thing  about  the  i  epoit  was  that  the  Chinese 
subscribed  $106.50  towards  the  Mission,  thus 
showing  the  interest  they  took  in  it. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth, 
the  report  was  adopted  with  thanks. 

The  Chairman  then  biiefly  announced  that  the 
Sunday  School  held  every  Sabbath  afternoon  was 
attended  on  fine  days  by  between  50  and  65  chil- 
dren. 'Ihey  were  divided  into  seven  classes,  and 
the  International  Sunday  School  Lessons  weie 
adopted.  Having  described  the  woiking  of  the 
chool,  Mr,  Wilkin  said  that  the  scholars  had 
given  Mi.  W.  D.  S.  Edwards  a  small  testimonial 
upon  leaving   for  home,  as  a  slight  tolten  ol 

their  appreciation  of  his  services  in  the  school  foi 
many  years  pasl.  The  various  helpers,  Miss 
Griffin,  Miss  Moulton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brokenshire 
and  Mi .  Slaniland  he  cordially  thanked  for  their  ser- 
vices. The  collections  dui  ing  the  year,  the  speaker 
incidentally  mentioned,  amounted  to  some  $30. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Meacham  said  that  a  year  ago 
he  had  been  able  to  iepoit  a  total  Church  member- 
ship of  77.  During  the  year  under  1  eview  they  had 
lost  two  membeis  by  death,  twelve  by  removal,  and 
six  olheis  who  had  not  yet  applied  for  letters  of 
dismissal.  The  loss  was  therefore  the  heaviest 
they  had  suffered  during  the  pasl  five  years.  Count- 
ing the  six  who  had  not  applied  for  dismissal 
'etters  as  still  members,  the  Church  had  on  its 
rolls  72  membeis,  a  deci  ease  of  five  for  the  year. 

Mi.  Brokenshire  ha  ving  reported  the  increas* 
"g  prosperity  of  the  Christian  Endeavour  Society, 
the  elections  of  officers  took  place  as  follows:  — 

Elders— Rev.  E.  S.  Booth,  Mr.  A.  J.  Wilkin, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Cleveland. 

Trustees. —  Messrs.  C.  V.  Sale  (who  lakes  the 
place  of  his  father,  Mr.  Geo.  Sale,  owing  lo  the 
latler's  ill-health),  T.  Rose,  J.  T.  Griffin,  L.  Pol- 
lard, W.  F.  Page,  H.  MacArlhur,  and  Capt.  Lee. 

Deacons  —Rev.  \l.  S.  Booth,  Messis.  W.  D.  S. 
Edwards,  and  Walter  Young. 

Deaconesses. — Miss  Crosby,  Mrs.  Loomis,  Mrs. 
Bagnall,  and  Miss  Roe. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent. — Mr.  A. 
J.  Wilkin. 


Treasurer  and  Suckktaky— Mr.  L.  Pollaid, 
Mi.  Roue  declining  the  nominal  ion  of  Treasurer. 

I  JsHKKS.  — Messis.  J.  Car  si  and  Robel  I  Sale. 

Chinhsk  Mission  Committee — Messis.  Cla- 
rence Giiffitl,  Pollard,  Mi.  and  Mis.  Brokensh ii e, 
anil  Miss  Biokaw. 

A  motion  for  strengthening  the  hands  of  the 
Treasuiei  in  regard  lo  an  oveidiaft  at  the  Hank, 
if  the  need  at  any  tune  arose,  was  discussed  and 
parsed,  while  the  Tiuslees  weie  cinpoweied  lo 
consider  ihe  feasibily  of  adopting  the  envelope- 
system  of  collection,  and  lo  put  it  into  foice  with- 
out further  reference  to  a  Chinch  meeting. 

Mr.  (.'.  V.  Sale  was  thanked  for  his  assistance 
as  organist,  and  ihe  meeting  closed  with  ihe  Bene- 
diction, pionounccd  by  the  Pastor, 


THE  ASIATIC  SOCIETY  OF  JAPAN. 

-f  ♦  

At  the  meeting  of  this  Society  field  in  the 
Society's  Rooms  at  No.  17,  Tsukiji,  Tokyo,  on  Ihe 
afternoon  of  the  171I1  instant,  B.  H.  Chambeilain 
Esq.,  Piesident,  in  the  Chair,  a  very  inleiesting 
Paper,  entitled  "A  Japanese  Cred it  Association 
and  its  Founder,"  was  read  by  the  author,  Garret 
Dioppeis,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Political  Economy  in 
the  Keiwo  Gijuku  University,  Tokyo.  In  the 
introduction  to  Ids  paper  Piofessor  Di  oppei  s  staled 
thai,  while  investigating  the  subject  of  laud  tenure 
in  Japan,  he  had  discovered  the  existence  in 
ceitain  agricultural  disliicts  of  the  counliy  of 
a  peculiar  foim  of  credit  institution,  bearing  a 
consideiable  lesemblance  lo  the  famous  Kaiffeisen 
Loan  Associations  of  Geimany.  The  founder 
of  these  institutions  in  Japan  was  Ninomiya 
Sautoku,  a  man  of  the  faiming  class,  and  one 
of  the  pooi est  even  in  that  class,  who  was  born 
in  Sagami,  in  ihe  teiritory  of  the  chief  of  (he 
Odawaia  clan,  in  the  year  1787.  A  veiy  minute 
account  of  his  life  was  given  by  Mr.  Dioppeis, 
who  showed  how,  starling  from  the  veiy  humblest 
beginnings,  he  had  slowly  but  surely,  by  intelli- 
gence, stiict  honesty,  untiring  indusliy,  and  the 
most  patient  self-denial,  worked  his  way,  at  a  lime 
when  feudalism,  in  ils  strictest  foi  m,  prevailed 
throughout  the  entire  Empiie,  opto  ihe  position 
of  confidential  adviser  lo  the  chiefs  of  not  only  his 
own  native  clan,  but  of  others,  and  even  of  the 
Shogun  himself;  how  by  the  careful  management 
of  local  levenues,  the  institution  of  a  series  of  re- 
forms, such  as  cutting  down  unnecessary  expenses, 
checking  luxury,  and  devoting  the  savings  theieby 
effected  in  one  year  lo  productive  purposes  in  the 
following,  he  saved  his  own  clan  from  threatening 
bankruptcy,  and  restored  other  places,  whose 
inhabitants  were  sunk  in  poveity  and  lethaigy, 
to  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  among  others  the 
province  of  Iwaki,  the  territory  of  the  now  famous 
Soma  family,  and  also  by  his  energy,  courage,  and 
prudence  largely  alleviated  in  the  town  of  Odawara 
and  other  places  in  his  native  province  the  horrors 
of  the  great  famine  of  1836.  The  Soma  territory 
had  at  one  time  been  very  prosperous,  but  towards 
the  end  of  the  17th  century,  the  taxes  were  in- 
creased so  as  to  constitute  a  heavy  burthen  on  the 
people,  the  results  being  that  the  people  became 
poor,  lands  were  thrown  out  of  cultivation  and 
llie  public  debt  steadily  magnified.  The  famine 
came  as  a  final  blow,  and  thiew  the  whole  people 
into  absolute  destitution.  The  aid  of  Ninomiya 
was  then  called  in,  and  after  long  and  careful 
investigation,  an  elaborate  plan  was  piepaied  by 
him  for  the  fuluie  management  of  the  estates. 
This  plan  was  faithfully  carried  out.  It  soon 
brought  back  prosper  ity  lo  the  clan,  and  though 
its  continued  oper  ation  was  inter  feied  with  by  the 
revolution,  the  Soma  domain  was,  thanks  to  it,  at 
that  time  one  of  the  richest  in  Japan.  A  long 
life  of  ceaseless  activity,  continued  down  lo  the 
very  last,  came  to  an  end  in  1856,  Ninomiya 
dying  in  that  year  at  Niicko.  His  grave  is  in  the 
temple  of  Mio-rai-ji  al  Imaichi.  Mr.  Droppers' 
paper  concluded  with  an  account  of  the  teach- 
ing and  doctrine  of  Ninomiya  and  of  the  consti- 
tution, organization,  number  s,  etc.,  of  the  societies 
now  existing  in  Japan,  founded  by  him,  but  time 
admitted  of  only  an  abstract  of  this  part  of  the 
paper  being  given  at  ihe  meeting. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed  ihe  reading 
of  the  paper,  in  which  the  Piesident,  Mr.  Clay 
Macauley,  Dr.  Divers,  Mr.  Tison,  and  Mr. 
Longford  took  pari,  the  last  remarking  that  a 
great  debt  of  giatitude  was  due  to  Mr.  Drop- 
pers for  having  brought  before  the  society  a 
very  noteworthy  character  in  Japanese  economic 
history,  and  by  so  doing,  opened  up  what  was 
an  entirely  new  field  of  inquiry.  Ninomiya  oc- 
cupied in  his  life-time  a  very  prominent  position  itr 
the  eyes  of  a  large  number  of  his  counliymen  ;  his 
life  was,  in  itself,  a  lesson  worth  whole  volumes  of 
moial  precepts  ;  his  wor  k  is  the  subject  of  a  fairly 
extensive  literature,  and  may  yet  be  productive  of 
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effects  which  will  promote  ll.e  happiness  and  pros 
peiity  of  a  la.ge  section  of  the  agricultural  class  ol 
lapan,  and  ll.e  advancement  of  what  will  probably 
always  be  Japan's  chief  industry      And  yet  how 
many  fo.eigne.s,  Mr.  Longford  asked,  had  unli 
that  day  ever  even  hea.d  of  his  name.    I  only 
came  to  his  own  knowledge  ill  the  most  acculenta 
manner.     While  reading  last  summer  the  details 
of  the  notorious  Soma  scandal,  being  struck  by 
the  ereal  wealth  which  that  family  must  have  pos 
sessfd  to  have  warranted  even  the  suggestion  of 
such  gigantic  f.auds  as  were  alleged  to  have  been 
perpet.ated  on  its  head  without  discovery,  he  ask- 
ed, was  it  possible  that  any  family  not  of  l»«e  ve.y 
fi.sl  rank  could  have  possessed  such  wealth.  He 
was  told,  it  was  certainly  possible  111  the  case  of  the 
Soma  family,  as  they  had  at  one  timein  their  service 
the  great  physiocratic  economist.  Ninomiya  and 
had  profited  at  the  time,  and  continued  to  do  so 
for  long  aftet  wards,  by  his  teaching  and  wmk; 
and  very  little  inquiry  soon  showed  that,  in  him, 
lapan  had,  long  before  the  days  of  foreign  inter- 
course, possessed  a  practical  philosopher  not  1111 
worthy  of  comparison  with  Turgot. 

Societies  founded  by  Ninomiya  exist  at  the  p.  e 
sent  lime,  piiucipally  in  the  provinces  adjacent  to 
Tokyo,  Sagami,  Snruga,  Idzu,  and  Totoml.  Then 
professed  object  is  10  advance  the  well  being  of  the 
farming  class  especially,  by  inculcating  frugality, 
and  industry,  and  by  helping  its  members  with 
loans  to  be  used  solely  in  p.odi.ct.ye  wo.k.  Ihe 
principal  doct,  iue  is  that  merit  should  be  .  ewa.  ded 
with  merit,  that  it  should  be  every  one  s  earnest 
effo.t  to  repay  what  he  has  gained  by  the  merit  ot 
others  with  correspondingly  adequate  service  on 
his  own  part.    What  we  have  gamed  most  bom 
a.e  nature,  the  Empe.or,  and  our  ancestors.     1  he 
latter  we  .epay  by  keeping  up  the  family  line.  lo 
the  Emperor,  we  render  loyally  and  pay  taxes,  hut 
what  can  we  do  to  reward  nature  for  all  she  has 
done  for  us.    Nothing  belter  than  to  develop  wha 
she  has  given  by  more  extensive  and  improved 
cultivation,  by  opening  up  land  hitherto  unused 
and  improving  the  cultivation  and  production  ot 
that  which  is  already  in  use,  and  by  so  doing  pto- 
mote  the  general   welfare  of  humanity  at  arge 
This  can  only  be  done  with  the  aid  ot  capital,  and 
though  each  individual  farmer  may,  by  the  practice 
of  great  industry  and  intense  frugality,  succeed  in 
saving  a  Utile  capital,  his  own  individual  effo,  ts  in 
that  direction  must  always  be  limited,  and  it  is  be 
sides  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  community  a. 
large  that  the  standard  of  living  should  be  lowered 
to  a  scale  which  would  be  no  more  than  sufficient 
to  support  life.     But   in   each   community  there 
must  be  some  who,  by  mode,  ate   frugality,  are 
able  to  save  some  small  amount  each  year,  the 
societies  take  charge  of  these  sums  as  deposits, 
and  from  them  loans  are  made,  not  on  mate.  lal  or 
substantial,  but  on  personal,  security,  to  members 
whose  charade,  s  and  industry  are  well-known  to 
all  the  other  members  of  the   society  and  can 
be  thoroughly    relied  on.     The    bor.owers  a.e 
not    burdened    by    the    payment  of  immediate, 
though    in    the    end    they    pay  what  is  rather 
a  heavy,  interest,  and  are  able  to  devote  them- 
selves to  the  prosecution  of  the  productive  work 
for  which    the  loan  has   been  made,  unhamper- 
ed   by    continuous    payments    without  diminu- 
tion of  the  whole  debt.    No  one  is  admitted  into 
the  societies  whose  character  is  not  thoroughly 
tested     No  loans  are  made  lo  avoid  the  conse- 
quences of  idleness  or   extravagance    though  the 
claims  of  misfortune  are  recognised.    Spendthi  ills, 
irreligious  or  disloyal  persons,  or  those  whose  sole 
object  is  clea.ly   only  their  own  welfare,  are  ex- 
cluded from  membe.ship.    All  must  be  actuated 
to  some  extent  by  the  idea  of  promoting,  m  "O 
mailer  how  small  a  way,  the  welfa.e  of  his  fellow 
members,  and  through  them  that  of  humanity  at 
la.  ge     These  societies  are  still,  as  compa.  ed  with 
the T  entire  Empire  and  population,  insignificant, 
but  they  aie,  at  the  same  lime,  fan  iy  nume.ous 
and  widely  distributed,  and  apa.  t  from  their  mo.  al 
effects  theie  can  be  little  doubt  that  their  fu-ther 
development    would    be   of    immense    benefit  to 
the  agricultural   classes  at    la.ge,  not   only  ow 
i„c  to  the  high  degree  of  morality  11.  all  aspects 
thai  is  demanded  from  their  members,    but  in 
saving     the     struggling    and    deserving  farmer 
from  the  clutches  of  pitiless  usure.s  by  granting 
loans  in  case  of  need  on  mete  personal  seem  ily 
repayable  by  easy  installments.   Farmers  in  Japan 
have  been  just  as  great  sufferers  at  the  hands  of 
usurers  as  we.e  their  compee.s  in  Germany  and 
Ireland  in  past  days.  The  advantages  of  the  g.eat 
banks   that  are  now  in   existence  have  not  yet 
.cached  them,  but  the  place  of  those  banks  is  to 
some  extent  supplied  by  Ninomiya  s  societies  m 
districts  where  they  are  established.     It  is  cl.ttic.ilt, 
pe.  haps,  for  us  lo  believe  that  societies  which  make 
loans  merely  on   personal   security  can  continue 
to  flourish  in  the  long  run,  but  they  have  done  so 
in  Germany,  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  these 


loans  are  made  only  lo  persons  whose  characteis 
are  well  known,  and  lo  a  class  who,  above  all  others, 
a.e  averse  to  change  of  occupation  or  residence. 
The  subject  is  a  most  interesting  one,  and  will  well 
repay  further  .esearch.  We  trust  that  we  may 
hear  more  of  it  ft  om  Mr.  Droppers,  who,  as  a 
highly  t.ained  expert  in  economic  science,  is  un- 
doubtedly qualified  to  deal  with  it. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 
 ♦  

(Prom  our  S6ul  Correspondent.) 

Soul  January  12th,  1894. 
The  exportation  of    rice  is  still  strictly  pro 
hibited  by  ihe  Korean  Government.    St.ong  and 
constant  efforts  have  been    made  to  remove  ll.e 
p.ohibition,  bul    without  success.      Ihe  enforce- 
ment  of  the  law  means  ultimate  extinction  ol  trade 
with  lapan.    Whether  this  is   the  object  of  the 
Korean  Government  does  not  yet  appear,  but  it  is 
ve.y  clear  that  the  rice  guilds  have  determined  to 
Ueep  the  rice  at  home.    They  have  the  Hade  so 
thoroughly  in  their  hands  that  they  cat.  .a.seo. 
lower  the  price  to  suit  themselves,  and  then rf ore 
prove  to  the  uninitiated  and  unsoph.sl.ca  ed  the 
extent  of  the  .ice   famine    "in  the   south  A 
Korean  remarked  lo  me  incidentally,  a  few  days 
ago,  that  the  Chinese  Resident  Minister  was  very 
popular  among  Koreans  now  because  of  the  en- 
forcement  of  this  prohibitory  act. 

The  Royal  Korean  College  has  gone  the  way  of 
most  enterprises  undertaken  by  the  Government. 
The  school  was  begun  eight  years  ago  A  lew 
months  ago  Prof.  Bunker,  seeing  that  there  was 
no  interest  in  the  school,  and  declining  to  reman, 
i„  the  country  simply  to  draw  "  back  salary 
tende.ed  his  resignation,  and  after  a  long  delay  it 
was  accepted.  All  well  wisheis  of  Korea  cannot 
bul  .egret  the  closing  of  the  College. 

The  "  Military  Academy  "  on  the  island  of  Kang 
Wha  is  the  latest  wild  goose  this  impecunious,  not 
to  say  contemptible,  Government,  with  its  swarm 
of  ha.  pies,  is  chasing.  The  chase  will  end  as  did 
others— in  ihe  mud.  What  this  Government  needs 
is  not  an  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  nee, 
but  "a  general  act  of  oblivion  and  start  attest!. 
If"  nothing  succeeds  like  success,"  then  Korea  has 
illustrated  in  the  past  leu  years  of  inte.cou.se  with 
western  nations  that  nothing  is  more  conducive 
to  failure  than  failures.  They  have  failed  .0  eveiy- 
thing,  from  the  time  the  match  factory  (which 
made  matches  •■initout  heads")  was  built,  down 
t0  the  present  mint  at  Chemulpo  and  the  Milita.y 
Academy  al  Kang  Wha. 


LETTER  FROM  BALTIMORE. 
 ♦  

(from  our  own  correspondent.) 


Baltimore,  December  18,  1893. 
The  Hawaiian  matter  has  suddenly  taken  a  new 
t„l-n.    The  Hon.    Mr.  Thurston,  Minister  of  the 
P.ovisional  Government  to  the  U.S.,  has  sailed 
from  San    Francisco   for    Honolulu   in   order  to 
establish  a  permanent  republic  over  there.  He 
had   given   up   all    hope  of   getting  the  islands 
annexed  by   the  Cleveland   Administration  and 
thought  it  best  to  go  home  and  tell  his  principals 
so      On  the  whole  subject  of   annexation  public 
opinion  in  this  country   seems  hopelessly  divided, 
and  almost  bitterly  antagonistic;  Republicans  as 
a   parly,  with   many   Democrats,  favouring  an- 
nexation, and  the  rest  of  the  country  opposing. 
Conservative  people  naturally  hesitate  as  no  one 
can  tell  what  will  result  from  taking  the  strange 
step      Our  form  of  Government  is  hardly  suited 
for  consuls  and  pro-consuls.     If   we  once  began 
ihis  kind  of  thing,  no  one  but  cock-sure  politicians 
like  Senator  Chandler  Snows  where  to  slop.     t  his 
gentleman  is  voracious  and  wants  a   « reasonable 
number"  of  the  West  Indies  also.  All  this  he  ero- 
geneous    mass    of    Chinese,    Japanese,  Malays, 
Creoles,  and  mixed-bloods,  would  add  overwhelm 
ingly  to  our  present  complications  over  the  negro 

pioblein.  ,     ..  , 

As  to  the  rights  of  the  present  de  facto  govern- 
ment, they  depend  entirely  on  whether  you  believe 
Commissioner  Blount,  or  Minister  Stevens  the 
Ame.ican  representative  in  Honolulu  at  the  time 
of  the  ove.th.ow  of  the  Queen's  Government 
According  to  Mr.  Blount,  it  was  clea.  ly  a  case  ol 
conspiracy  on  the  pat  t  of  Minister  Stevens,  and  a 
small  knot  of  greedy  Americans  over  .here  and 
not  a  move  would  have  been  made  if  the  aid  o  the 
blue-jackets  had  not  been  promised.  It  is  a  li  tie 
significant  that  M. .  Stevens  has  neve,  attempted 
to  answer  any  impo.lanl  specific  points  ot  evi 
deuce  in  Mr.  Blount's  report,  but  has,  in  speech 
and  print,  poured  forth  a  .orient  of  "Uinlous 
abuse  on   (hat  gentleman,  and    impeached  the 


motives  of  all  who  want  to  "go  slow"  in  the  case. 
It  is  still  more  significant  thai  in  his  latest  utter- 
ance, in  the  las.  issue  of  the  North  American  Re- 
view, he  has  fallen  back  on  the  old '« civilizing  - 
"  manifest-destiny  "  argument.  In  effect,  he  says 
the  natives  used  to  be  savages;  "  they  have  been 
civilised  by  American  missionaries  :  the  islands  are 
a  paradise  of  climate  and  productions;  besides 
the  Queen  was  terribly  immoral — the  islands  were 
clea.ly  intended  for  us." 

On  the  assembling  of  Congress  in  the  early 
days  of  December,  an  acrimonious  debate  broke 
forth  in  the  Senate  over  ihe  absorption  of  this 
territory.  One  of  the  Democratic  Senators,  in  his 
opposition,  drew  a  beautiful  and  apt  illustration 
from  classical  history.  He  referred  to  the  struggle 
between  Rome  and  Carthage,  and  stigmatised 
ihe  motives  of  our  annexationists  here  by  relating 
an  incident  in  the  life  of  Cato.  In  the  course  of  a 
speech  on  his  favourite  subject  of  the  destruction  of 
Ca.  thage,  Cato  laid  some  fine  figs  before  the 
Senate,  and  imp.essively  said  :—"  This  splendid 
f.uil  grows  within  three  days  sail  from  Rome. 
Carthago  est  delenda."  , 

One  of  the  most  painful  sides  to  this  affair  lias 
been  the  altitude  of  the  religious  press.  Nearly  all 
the  Church  papers  .aised  a  threatening  howl  and 
apocryphal  wail  when' it  was  proposed  to  undo  the 
wrong  thai  had  been  done  to  the  Queen.  They 
came  out  strong  over  the  perils  lo  missions  and 
civilization  that  would  follow  if  the  Queen  should 
be  .estored.  But  they  forgot  lhat  Christianity 
won  its  success  under  a  monarchy,  and  it  couldn't 
be  so  fea.  fully  bad  to  live  under  a  monarchy.  As 
a  New  Yo.k  paper  remarked  :— Truth,  justice,  and 
right,  form  the  indispensable  basis  of  Christian 
civilization  everywheie,  and  these  virtues  are  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  missionary  operations  in 
any  heathen  count,  y." 

In  the  presence  of  an   immense  crowd  of  en- 
gineers, specialists,  and  public  officials,  an  import- 
ant  invention  was  tested  a  sho.t  time  since  on  Erie 
Canal,  in  the  State  of  New  York— the  application 
of  electricity  to  p.opelling  canal  boats.  A  trolley 
of  wires  were  strung  ove.  head  011  a  section  near 
Rochester,    and    the    current    was    supplied  by 
a  street  .ail way    company    some   six  miles  off. 
An  ordinary  steam  canal  boat  had  been  fitted 
with   motors,  and    when    these   we.e  connected 
with  the  line  oveihead,  and  the  power  turned  on, 
away  she  went  merrily  on  her  course.  Though 
heavily  loaded,  she  passed  through  locks  without 
difficulty,  and  got  up  a  speed  of  five  or  six  miles 
per    hour.    The  entire  success  of  the    effort  has 
opened  out  a  new  and  fruitful  future  for  canals, 
as  the  energy  can  be    cheaply  developed  from 
streams  and  falls  alongside,  and  the  charges  on 
slow  f.  eights  can  be  put  fat  lower  than  railroads 
can  affo.  d. 

About  the  first  o(  February,  1894,  one  of  the  most 
notable  enterp.ises  in    the  history    of  electrical 
appliances    will    be    completed— the  harnessing 
of  a  part  of  Niagara  Falls  to  generate  the  subtle 
fluid.  Over  three  years  have  passed  since  this  work 
was  begun,  and  several  million  dollars  have  been 
spent,  and  some  twenty  lives  lost  in  carrying  it  to 
its  present  stage.  The  river  was  tapped  a  mile  and 
half  above  the  Falls,  and  led  off  in  a  canal  some 
2,000  feet  long  to  a  point  selected  for  the  wheel- 
house,  where  a  140  foot  head  of  water  could  be  ob- 
tained above  the  turbines.  Then  a  tunnel  had  lo  be 
pierced  lo  take  off  the  water  after  it  had  pei  formed 
its  task  of  whirling  the  wheels  around.   An  electric 
current  of  a  hund.ed  thousand  horse-power  will  be 
p.oduced— it  is  the  aim  to  carry  the  current  over 
conductors  to  distant  points,  if  desired.      A  large 
pa.t  will  be  used  near  by,  but  the  engineers  a.e 
confident  of  being  able  to  cut  out  steam  even  here 
is  Baltimore,  over  400  miles  away.    If  the  de- 
mand increases,  another  plant  will  be  put  on  the 
Canadian  side,  and  the  present  one  enlarged,  and 
expansion  to  a  million  horse  power  will  be  safe 
and  economical.      For  a  radius  of  a  couple  of 
hundred  miles  all  power  for  mills,  factories,  street 
ailways,    municipal   lighting,  domestic  cooking 
and  washing  can  be  supplied  from   llus  source 
Fortunately   all  this  vast  utility  can    be  created 
wilho.it  inte.fe.  ing  with  the  beauty  and  grandeur 
of  Ihe  Falls,  as  there  will  be  no  appreciable  dimi- 
nution in  the  volume/of  water  tumbling  down. 

A  sho.t  steam-road  near  New  Yoik  has  just 
substituted  electricity  for  steam.  This  is  pe.haps 
ihe  first  instance  of  such  a  change,  but  it  may  be 
quickly  followed  by  others.  The  latest  scheme 
talked  of  now  is  to  construct  an  electric  elevated 
road  from  New  York  to  Chicago,  possibly  on  a 
single  row  of  poles,  with  the  cars  hung  on  one 
side  However,  this  is  all  in  the  air  as  yet.  But 
if  we  could  t.avel  without  dust  on  our  clothes 
smoke  in  our  lungs,  cinders  in  our  eyes,  and 
noises  in  one  ears,  it  would  be  almost  like  para- 
dise compared  with  the  diit  and  sand  and  other 
discomforts  we  now  endure. 

Some  genius  has  a  plan  for  heating  electric 
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■t reel  cars  wiili  ilie  same  current  that  liurriea 
ihem  along,  lie  has  nine  colli,  enclosed  in  iron 
Casing,  (o  lie  placed  in  the  fiont  of  lite  seats. 
The  plan  liad  a  dial  and  was  pailly  successful 

The  most  imperatively  demanded  improvement 

is  a  fendei  foi  Street-Cars.  Rapid  transit  in  Haiti 
more  mowed  down  29  persons  during  the  yeai 
1893.  The  law  lequires  lliese  life-saving  devices, 
a^id  officials  tin  eaten,  hut  destruction  goes  on  un 
checked.  The  companies  urge  that  they  are  not 
lobe  hlamed  ?  They  aie  perfectly  willing  loadop! 
any  practical  invention  offeied,  hut  they  demand 
a  crucial  lest.  They  want  evei  y  inventor  to  stand 
in  front  of  a  swift  car  and  be  knocked  down  and 
then  snatched  fiom  death  by  disown  invention. 
Naturally  few  have  been  found  confident  enough 
to  swallow  their  own  medicine.  This  sti  ict  quali- 
fication was  most  likely  adopted  to  save  the 
manageis  fiom  many  a  bore  of  an  agent.  If  that 
long  electiic  road  should  be  staited  in  Tokyo  that 
was  described  in  some  American  paper,  there  would 
be  a  heart-iending  slaughter  in  those  narrow 
streets  full  of  fiolicking  children,  unless  the 
municipality  should  wisely  lequire  the  road  to  be 
an  elevated  one. 

The  NalionalLibrary  building  in  Washington  is 
now  nearing  completion,  and  will  be  fully  ready  in 
about  two  yeais  moie.  There,  as  in  all  things,  we 
had  to  beat  creation,  and  we  are  going  to  have  "  the 
largest,  costliest,  finest,  best  lighted,  completes! 
library  in  the  woi  Id."  The  sti  uctui  e  is  464  by  332 
feet,  covers  three  and  half  ac>  es,  and  has  three 
floors,  and  is  pierced  by  l,8oo  windows.  The 
cost  inns  up  to  more  than  three  million  dol- 
lars. It  will  have  a  capacity  of  some  nine 
million  volumes.  The  reading  room  is  an  octa- 
gonal hall  to  accommodate  tin  ee  hundred  readeis. 
It  measuies  one  huudied  feet  in  diameter,  and 
is  ninety  feet  high,  with  eight  large  semi  circular 
windows,  36  feet  in  diameter.  Each  person  will 
have  a  desk,  and  will  be  isolated  from  his  neigh- 
bours by  light  screens  or  curtains.  On  the  second 
floor  will  be  an  ait  gallery  of  libeial  dimensions, 
a  map  room,  and  a  scientific  library.  .  In  the  attic 
will  be  a  restaurant  and  kitchen.  The  best  of 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  guard  the  books 
against  their  natural  enemies,  damp,  dust,  heat, 
and  smoke  or  gas  exhalation.  All  the  heating 
and  light  apparatus,  coal  vaults,  steam  boilers  and 
electiic  plant,  are  in  a  separate  building,  thirty 
feet  in  the  rear  of  the  library,  and  thus  are  avoided 
the  heat  and  odours  from  such  adjuncts  if  placed 
in  the  basement. 

Our  national  pride  is  not  so  boastful  when 
we  think  of  the  Nicaragua  canal  scheme.  Last 
August  the  old  company,  after  having  made  some 
progress,  was  forced  to  go  into  the  hands  of  a  le- 
ceiver,  and  the  President  and  Vice-President 
lesigned.  But  lately  there  is  every  chance  of  a 
1  e-01  ganisation,  and  a  new  stait  will  be  taken.  It 
is  positively  said  there  will  be  no  trouble  to  secure 
all  needed  capital,  and  as  the  Nicaraguan  conces- 
sion lasts  for  seven  years  more,  there  is  a  good 
time  limit  ahead.  The  fresh  managers  will  not  on 
the  delusive  hope  of  getting  any  indorsement  1  ely 
on  bonds  from  the  U.S.  government.  The  venture 
will  be  a  commercial  one  altogether,  and  the  sti  ict 
neutralization  of  the  waleiway  will  beguaianteed 
by  both  England  and  Amei  ica.  Consti  notion  began 
III  1889,  and  some  six  million  dollars  have  been 
spent,  but  the  main  difficulty  has  not  yet  been 
touched  though  considerable  preliminary  work  has 
been  done. 

Competition  is  pitiless  in  cutting  down  time. 
In  this  Canal  project,  labour  is  lavishly  devoted  to 
saving  a  few  days  in  going  to  the  East.  With  the 
same  motive,  the  Baltimoieand  Ohio,  one  of  the 
largest  railroad  corporations  in  America,  is  put- 
ting over  three  million  dollars  into  a  tunnel  under 
this  city  in  01  der  to  shave  off  sixteen  minutes  from 
a  five  hour  schedule  between  New  York  and 
Washington.  It  seems  a  sad  waste  of  human  toil, 
but  the  rivalry  of  a  paiallel  line  allows  no  choice. 
At  present  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  has  to  fen  y  its 
trains  across  the  haibour,  less  than  a  mile,  and  it 
is  to  prevent  this  delay  that  brawn  and  muscle 
are  being  worn  out  in  ihe  daik  underground. 
The  trains,  so  it  is  intended,  will  he  hauled  through 
the  subway  by  electi  icily,  so  as  to  head  off  smoke 
and  ashes. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Cook,  lectin  ed  here  in  Balti- 
more a  few  days  since,  but  he  seems  to  be  wofully 
peteiing  out  in  reputation  or  sensation.  His  audi- 
ence scarcely  numbered  two  hundred,  deadheads 
and  all.  He  is  one  of  those  supremely  gifted,  and 
eMiemely  rare  preachers  who  can  deliver  profound 
and  erudite  discourses,  and  settle  all  problems  in 
any  depailment  of  thought,  whether  in  biology, 
psychology,  geology,  theology,  ontology,  sociology! 
or  anything  else.  At  one  time  he  was  wideiy 
quoted  and  looked-up  to,  but  he  has  cleailylost 
some  of  his  gi  ip. 

The  influence  of  Japan  is  steadily  growing  in 
the  west.  It  is  really  astonishing  to  see  how  boldly  > 


and  widely  Japanese  lasle  and  indiisliy  are  in 
trading  American  homes.  Shop  windows  heie  aie 
full  of  Japanese  handkei  cliicls,  vase  s,  table-ware, 
pictures,  lanterns.  It  was  greatly  foi  cleanliness 
that  ihe  Japanese  lantern  was  adopted  in  a  targe 
political  procession  through  the  streets,  thiee  days 
hefoie  election,  is  the  early  pail  of  November. 
Long  lines  of  men  and  boys  trooped  by,  each 
swinging  a  papei  bulb  fi  oin  Dai  Nippon.  Former- 
ly sputtering  candles,  flashing  torches,  gasoline 
lamps,  smoky,  smut ly  and  dii  ty,  wei  e  cai  1  ied,  and 
no  one  in  his  senses  woi  e  anything  but  his 
old  field  suit.  But  with  this  new  style,  one  could 
he  easy  in  mind.  It  bore  one  again  aci oss  the 
Pacific  to  see  the  goodly  light. 

But  all  this  increase  in  trade  with  Japan  ie- 
mains  in  American  hands.  The  Japanese,  quick 
and  hiight  as  they  aie,  don't  seem  to  make  good 
merchants.  Several  times  they  have  opened  stoies 
here,  hut  they  seem  to  go  to  the  wall.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Chinaman,  much  as  he  is  despised, 
has  a  laundry  in  every  town,  and  in  many,  flourish- 
ing stoi  es. 

Another  incident  re-called  the  Land  of  the 
Rising  Sun — two  chrysanthemum  shows  in  Balti- 
more. Theie  are  as  ardent  devotees  at  this  altar 
here  as  anywhere,  and  magnificent  displays  were 
the  lesult.  Some  exhibitois  shipped  specimens 
several  hundred  miles  by  rail.  Some  of  thefloweis 
were  seven  inches  in  diameter,  ami  some  gigantic 
clusters  of  150  full  blooms. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  December  22nd. 
Rev.   E.  R.  Fulkerson,  late  of  Japan,  has  be- 
come pastor  of  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Peoria,  III. 

The  Epworth  League  of  the  Hyde  Park  M.E. 
Church  recently  gave  a  "Japanese  Entertain- 
ment," i"  which  Mis.  C.  B.  Allen  and  Miss  Daisy 
Allen,  formerly  of  Yokohama,  boi  e  an  active  and 
lelpful  pat  t. 

Rev.  Wm.  Elliot  Griffis,  D.D.,  delivered  an 
address  the  other  evening  at  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  on 
"The  Woi  Id's  Parliament  of  Religions." 

Mr.  Buckley's  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  will  he  on  "  Shintoism,"  and  will  be  illus- 
trated by  his  fine  collection  of  Shinto  parapher- 
nalia, 

Mr.  John  R.  Bensley,  ex-President  of  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  tells  me  that  he  was 
very  much  impressed  dining  the  Fair  with  the 
business  ability  which  the  Japanese  displayed  in 
all  theii  dealings  here. 

The  Japanese  Government,  represented,  I  sup 
pose,  by  the  Imperial  Commission,  has  foi  mally 
turned  over  the  Hooden  on  Wooded  Island  to  the 
South  Paik  Boaid.  The  last-mentioned  body  has 
accepted  from  the  Woi  Id's  Fair  Directors  the  offer 
of  an  indemnity  of  $200,000  for  assuming  respon- 
sibility of  the  Exposition  buildings  after  January 
1st. 

Among  the  reported  sales  of  ait  works  we  find 
"two  small  pieces,"  and  a  bronze  figure,  "  Mys- 
tei  ions  Music  "  (at  $2,200),  to  the  Impei  ial  Japan- 
ese Museum. 

Rev.  Gibbeit  Reid,  of  China,  is  stiring  up  Pres- 
byterian audiences  on  the  subject  of  our  unjust 
treatment  of  Chinese. 

The  Hawaiian  matter  is  no  longer  on  the 
boulders  of  President  Cleveland  and  Secretary 
Gresham,  but  now  rests  on  those  of  Congress. 
The  President's  Special  Message  on  this  subject 
naturally  called  forth  a  rejoinder  from  ex-Minister 
Stevens  ;  and  the  two  documents,  in  the  main,  only 
thrash  over  the  same  wheat  again.  Thetrulh  in  dis- 
puted points  seems  very  difficult  lo  ascertain  even 
now.  It  is  now  pretty  generally  understood,  however, 
that,  without  reference  to  the  matters  in  controversy 
between  Stevens  and  Blount,  annexation  and  re- 
storation are  both  out  of  the  question,  and  that 
Congiess  will  probably  pursue  the  policy  of 
"hands  off."  After  Mr.  Thurston  had  sailed  on 
the  15th  inst.  for  Hawaii,  it  leaked  out  lhat  he  had 
informed  some  friends  in  Oakland,  Cal.,  that  the 
Pi  o  visional  Government  would  a  I  once  be  supersed- 
ed by  a  permanent  Republic  under  a  constitution. 

The  steamer  Mariposa,  which  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  yesteiday,  brought  news  fiom  Hawaii 
up  to  the  date  of  the  14th  inst.  The  U.S.  Cutler 
Corixin  had  just  arrived  there  with  cypher  des- 
patches for  Minister  Willis,  and  had,  of  course, 
created  a  tremendous  excitement.  The  royalists 
were  expecting  immediate  restoration^  and  the 
Piovisional  Government,  fearing  the  same,  weie 
getting  leady  for  military  resistance.  There  wss 
also  anxiety,  lest  the  ex-Queen,  disappointed  in 
the  failure  of  President  Cleveland's  intention  to 
restore   her    to   the   throne,   might   invite  the 


aid  of  j  ipan  lo  accomplish  the  same  pin  pose  ; 
and  thai  loo,  although  Minislei  Fujii  had  openly 
disclaimed  such  intentions. 

The  I  louse  of  Representatives  had  a  vei  y  stoi  my 
session  yesterday  in  re  Hawaiian  mailers,  but 
failed  io  accomplish  anything  of  great  importance. 

The  Navy  Depailment  has  ordered  more  of  our 
ships  inlo  Brazilian  waters.  The  revolutionist! 
seem  In  be  gaming.  Admiral  Mello  has  block- 
aded Rio  de  Janeiio,  has  battered  some  ol  its  foils, 
and  captured  some  minor  places. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  passed  Bills 
admitting  both  Utah  and  Arizona  lo  Statehood. 

Senator  Voorhees  has  introduced  into  the  Senate 
a  Bill  for  Ihe  purchase  and  coinage  of  silver  ;  but 
will  probably  be  unable  lo  secure  its  passage. 

Prof.  W.  N.  Hailman,  a  prominent  educator  of 
Indiana,  has  been  appointed  to  ihe  position  of 
Supervisor  of  Indian  Schools  ;  and  Hon.  Wayne 
MacVeagh,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  named  and 
confirmed  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Italy,  vice  Vail 
Alen  declined.  Mr.  MacVeagh  is  a  prominent 
Mugwump,  and  will  honour  the  position. 

Robeil  Adams,  Jun.,  ex-U.S.  Minister  lo  Brazil, 
has  been  elected  to  Congiess  fiom  the  Penn- 
sylvania district,  to  succeed  O'Neill,  deceased. 

The  special  election  for  Mayor  of  Chicago  to 
fill  out  the  rest  of  Carter  Harrison's  term,  was  held 
Tuesday,  the  19th  inst.  Acting  Mayor  Swift,  the 
Republican  candidate,  was  defeated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate,  John  P.  Hopkins,  by  only  1,290 
voles.  The  Mayor-elecl  is  a  young  man,  a  leader 
in  the  Democratic  pat  ty,  and  a  machine  politician. 
And  the  other  man,  by-lhe-way,  was  not  much 
better  ! 

Befoie  dropping  political  items,  I  must  add, 
that  both  the  majority  and  the  minority  reports 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  have  been 
completed  with  reference  to  tariff  matters  ;  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  thus  be  expected 
to  begin  debate  soon  after  the  holiday  recess. 

The  work  of  relieving  the  suffering  is  being 
vigoiously  pushed  in  this  city  and  other  places 
where  it  is  necessary.  It  is  not  at  all  uniikely  lhat 
many  undeserving  cases  are  getting  attention  ,  but 
it  is  also  evident  that  the  worst  is  over  with  the 
most  deserving.  The  comparatively  mild  weather 
of  Ihe  past  few  days  has  been  very  welcome.  It 
is  reported  that  some  of  the  mines  in  the  Gogebie 
Range  will  soon  reopen,  and  thus  prevent  contin- 
ued seveie  suffeiing  in  those  regions. 

In  this  connection  the  following  list  may  not  be 
uninteresting  or  valueless  : — 

John  D.  Rockefeller,  New  York   $125,000,000 

W.  W.  Astor,  New  Y01  k    120,000,000 

Russell  Sage,  New  York    90,000,000 

Jay  Gould,  New  York   60,000,000 

H  enry  M.  Flagler,  New  Yoik    60,000,000 

Chailes  Ciocker  estate,  California  .. 

Charles  Pratt  estale,  New  Y01  k   

William  K.  Vandeibill,  New  Y01  k  .. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  New  York  

Fred  W.  Vandeibilt,  New  Y01  k    ^oooiooo 

William  Astor,  New  York   35,000,000 

John  Montgomery  Sears,  Boston   40,000,000 

Louis  C.  Tiffany,  New  York   35,000,000 

C.  P.  Huntington,  New  York   

John  I.  Blair,  Blavertown,  N.  J.  .. 

Will  iam  Rockefeller,  New  York    30  000  001 

Mis.  Elliott  E.  Shepard,  New  York 

Leland  Stanford,  California    30,000,000 

Mrs.  Hetty  Green   

A.  Pacler  estate    70,000,000 

Moses  Taylor  estate    50,000  000 

E.  A.  Si  evens,  New  York    50,000,000 

Biown  &  Ives  estale,  Providence,  R.  I.  50,000,000 

P.  D.  Armour,  Chicago,  III   40,000,000 

P.  Goelet,  New  York    40,000,000 

T.  A.  Scott  estate,  New  Yoik    40,000,000 

J.  W.  Garrett  estate    35,OOo!ooo 

G.  B.  Roberts,  Philadelphia,  Pa   30,000,000 

Ross  Winans   

F.  B.  Coxe  


60,000,000 
55,000,000 
50,000,000 
50,000,000 


30,000,000 
30,000,000 
30,000,000 
30,000,000 
30,000,000 
40,000,000 


30,000,000 
30,000,000 

Clans  Spreckles,  San  Francisco    30,000,000 

5  J-  Livingston,  New  Yoik   30,000,000 


Mis.  Hopkins-Searles  estale   30,000,000 

S.  V.  Haikness  estate   30,000,000 

R.  W.  Coleman  estate   ,.  30,000,000 

I.  M.  Singer  estate   30,000,000 

Percy  Pyne,  New  Yoik    30,000,000 

A.  J.  Drexel,  New  York   25,000,000 

J.  S.  Morgan,  New  Yo.k    25,000,000 

J.  P.  Morgan,  New  York    25,000,000 

Marshall  Field,  Chicago    25,000,000 

J.  G.  Fair  estate,  California    25,000,000 

E.  T.  Gerry,  New  York   25,000,000 

Gov.  Fairbanks  estate,  New  Yoik 
A.  Schermerboin  estate,  New  York. 

0.  H.  Payne,  New  York    25,000,000 

John  T.  Davis,  St.  Louis    25,000,000 

F.  A.  Diexel  estate,  Philadelphia   22,000,000 

1.  V.  Williamson  estate    22  000  000 

W.  F.  Weld  estale    22,000,000 

Jabez  A.  Bostwick,  New  Yoik    30,000,000 


25  000,000 
25,000,000 
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Theodore  Havemeyer,  New  York   ...  20,000,000 

H   O  Havemeyer,  New  Yo.k    20,000,000 

\V  G  Wa.  den,  New  York    20,000,000 

W  P.  Thompson   20,000,000 

Mrs.  Schenley    20,000,000 

B.  Haggin    20,000,000 

H  A.  Huichins    20,000,000 

W  Sloan  estate,  New  York    20,000,000 

E  S.  Higgins  estate    20,000,000 

C.Towefestate    20*°OO,Z 

William  Thaw  estate    20'00°^ 

Dr.  Hosteller  estate    20,000,000 

William  Sharyn  estate,  California  ...  20,000,000 

Peter  Donohue  estate   20,000,000 

Henry  Hilton.  New  York    20,000,000 

Andrew  Carnegie,  New  Yo.k    2°'00°'™° 

H   Victor  Newcombe,  New  Yo.k   20,000,000 

l„'hn  Jacob  Astor,  Jr.  New  York  20,000,000 
Mrs  H   McK.  Twombley,  New  Yo.k  20,000,000 

William  C.  Whitney,  New  York    20.000,000 

The  Misses  Furness,  New  York    20,000,000 

Darius  O.  Mills,  New  York    20,000,000 

David  Dows  Stall,  New  Yo.k    20,000,000 

Geo.  M.  Pullman.  Chicago    12,000,000 

Mrs.  Bradley  Ma.  tin,  New  Yo.k   10,000,000 

The  two  ext.emes  (immense  wealth  and  utter 
noverty)  show  that  something  is  wrong  somewhere 
in  the  manner  of  the  <«  disl.  ibution  of  wealth. 

Chicago  is  to  have  a  public  bath  house  (called 
the  "  Ca.ter  H.  Harrison  Bath  ")  where  five  cents 
f.om  adults  and  three  cents  f.om  children  will 
pay  for  a  scrub,  a  shower,  a  plunge  and  soap. 

This  year's  edition  of  the  Repertoire- General  de 
la  Marine  Marchande  du  Bureau  Veritas  contains 
the  usual  mass  of  statistics  respecting  the  me, 
chant  navies  of  the  world.  It  shows  that  more 
.han  half  of  the  steamships  of  the  world  sail 
unde.  England's  flag.  The  steamers  of  100  tons 
net  and  upwards  a.e  divided  as  under  : 


Flag. 


Net. 
5,886,621 
801,984 
480,921 
447. 112 
389,067 
160,30s 
203, *5» 
207,246 
iS3,424 
I57.i°9 
128,  sot 
120,775 
88,838 
80,113 

77,  199 
80,668 
42.657 
37.637 


British  ...  . 
German  ..  . 
Frtnch  ...  . 
American 
Spanish...  . 
Norwegian  . 
Italian  ...  . 
Dutch   ...  . 
Russian 
Swedish 
Austrian 
Danish  .. 
Japanese 
Greek  ... 
Brazilian 
Belgian  ... 
Portuguese 
Turkish... 

The  total  number  of  steamers  measuring  more  than  ,00 
tons  net  is  .0,629  representing;  .9,134,43^  tons  gross  and 

9' The^otaUumber  of  sailing  vessels  measuring  fifty  tons 
and  above  is  20.7^6,  representing  altogether  9.8->a,o63 
Tons  net     The  me?chant  navies  whose  collective  tonnage 


British   

American   

Norwegian   

German  

Italian   

Russian   

Swedish  

French   

Greek   

Spanish  

Dutch   

Danish  

Turkish  

Austrian   

Chilean  

Braiilian-   

Portuguese  

Japanese   

Argentine   

The  number  of  steamers  of  heavy  tonnage 
increase  as  the  following  figures  will  show;— 

Number  of  steamers 

From  3,000  to  4,000  tons  gross   

From  4,000  to  5,000  tons  gross   

From  5,000  to  6,000  tons  gross   

From  6,000  to  8,000  tons  gross   

From  8,000  to  13,000  tons  gross  


9>»77 

3.574.847 

3.37i 

i,433>*75 

3.n» 

l,375.'38 

1,386 

661,219 

1,904 

536.471 

i»7°4 

356.J57 

1,410 

217.447 

1,490 

257.444 

1,121 

245.°36 

I.053 

I75-380 

.  619 

165  989 

.  870 

159  °8< 

•  659 

185, 1 86 

,  262 

9S,o85 

.  »49 

76,545 

.  382 

65,106 

,  106 

43.o87 

260 

37.6'5 

«S 

29,223 

1892. 
...540 
...203 

,„  69 

...  33 
...  10 


Total 


 855  976 


MOUNTAINEERING  IN  THE  JAPAN 
ESE  ALPS. 


By  Walter  Weston.  M.A..  F.R.G.S.,  English 
Alpine  Club. 


(CONTINUHD  FROM  20TH  INST.) 

THE  VALLEY  OF  THE    T  A  K  A  H  \  RAG  AW  A    AND  THE 
SOLITUDES  OF  HIDA. 

Chartering  a  kuruma  with  two  men  for  myself 
and  baggage  for  the  whole  distance  to  F.inatsn, 
(where  the  jinrikisha  road  then  turns  off  west- 
wards to  Takayama)  I  sta,  ted  at  7. 15  on  a  b.  .ght, 
wa.m  morning  for  the  ride  of  36  miles  thither. 

As  one  crosses  the  broad  plain  ...  which  I  oyama 
lies,  one  in  clear  weather  can  get  a  view  of  Haku 
san,  the  great  "  white  mountain  "  of  Kaga,  but  the 
haze  of  a  sultry  summer's  day  this  time  robbed 


me  of  the  pleasure.  The  general  direction  of  the 
high-road  is  due  south,  and  after  crossing  the 
Kumanogawa  near  the  village  of  that  name, 
the  worst  part  of  the  whole  road  begins,  as  for 
several  miles  the  shocking  stale  of  repair  in  which 
the  people  seem  content  to  leave  it  is  almost  in- 
credible, and  however  much  one  may  wish  to  speed 
over  the  first  few  miles  of  comparatively  uninterest- 
ing country,  it  is  a  case  of  shikataga-nai,  and  if 
one  wants  to  get  on  one  must  get  out  and  walk 
for  a  considerable  distance. 

At  Sasadzu  a  fine  new  bridge  over  the  Jiudzu- 
gawa   is  crossed,  and    we  find  ourselves  really 
ente.ing  the  mountains,  the  scenery  of  the  river 
banks  giving   an   endless  variety  of  views  of  in- 
creasing loveliness.     At  Iorida.ii  (15  miles)  whe.e 
a  good  tea-house  by  the  b,  idge  offers  welcome 
rest  and  refreshment,  a  steep   incline  leads  up 
to  a  great  cutting  in   the  crest  of  the  ridge  in 
front,  so   here  I    left  the    kuruma   to  come  on 
afterwards  while  I  walked  on  with  an  agreeable 
fellow-wayfarer    to    the    lop    of  the  pass.  On 
arriving,  however,  at  a  rest-house  just  below  the 
summit  and  being    joined  after  some  time  by 
the  coolies,  il  was  discovered  that  in  spite  of  my 
injunctions  to  lakeca.eof  the  baggage  they  had 
allowed  my  vulcanite  bottle  to  fall  out,  whereupon 
I  sent  them  back  to  search  for  it.     But  a  journey 
down  to  the  tea  house  below  was  unproductive,  so 
I  sent  them  off  again,  and  this  time  as  the  result  of 
more  careful  search  and  enquiries  they  discovered 
the  missing  bottle  had  been  picked  up  by  a  pass- 
ing pedestrian,  who  was  walking  off  with  it  in  his 
possession.     I  was  ve.  y  glad  to  get  it  back,  but 
much  begrudged  the  hour  and  a  half's  delay  which 
the  carelessness  of  the  coolies  had  cost  me.  How- 
ever, it  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  solving  some 
puzzling  questions  of  topography  which  had  been 
perplexing  my  mind  as  I  compared  the  route  given 
in  "Mm  ray"  with  the  one  I  wasactually  following. 
A  critical  examination  of  guide  book,  Geological 
Survey  Map, and  info,  .nation  given  by  native  fellow- 
travellers  showed  that  the  present  route  is  really  a 
combination  of  portions  of  two  others  which  were 
followed  by  theea.ly  foreign  travellers  in  this  region. 
As  far  as  Inotani,  the  Miayagawa  .oadtoTaka 
a.na  is  followed,  whilst  near  that  village  we  turn 
ff  by  the  way  which  leads  to  Funatsu  by  the  Taka 
ha.agawa  valley. 

It  is  between  Inotani  and  Yokoyama  that  the 
pe,  fection  of  the  lovely  scenery  in  which  this  route 
abounds  seems  to  be  reached.    Close  to  the  former 
place  the  boundary  line  is  crossed  from  Etehiu 
in  Hida,  and  the  magnificent  view  at  the  angle 
made  by  the  confluence  of  the  Jindzugawa  with 
the  Takahaiagawa  is  one  which  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  do  justice  to  in  common  prose.  Crossing 
the  while  bi  idge  which  spans  the  river  just  beh.w 
Ihe  point  of  junction,  a  little  distance  bungs  us  to 
still  another  lovely  spot,  where  a  wild  mountain 
torrent,  the  Tanigawa,  conies  hurrying  down  a 
picturesque  glen  on  the  right  to  join  the  large, 
sli  earn,  while  a  pretty  cascade  falls  over  the  rocks  of 
the  sleep  hill  side  on  the  left  of  the  valley  up  which 
we  are  making  our  way.     Insensibly  the  ravine 
closes  in  as  we  draw  near  to  Yokoyama,  and  the 
budge  that  heie  crosses  from  the  one  side  to  the 
other  of  the  high  river  banks  has  but  a  narrow 
space  to  span.    The  last  few  miles  before  this  have 
constantly  leminded  one  of  the  beauties  of  the 
route  along  the  Adzusa  gawa  between  Ono-gawa 
and  Shima-jima,   though  built    on    a  somewhat 
smalller  scale. 

In  half  an  hour  from  Yokoyama  we  reach  the 
neat  little  hamlet  of  Modzumi,  the  most  attiactive 
of  the  scattered  villages  th.ough  which  we  had 
passed.     For  the  traveller  walking  from  Toyama 
along  this  route  this  would  p.ohably  be  the  best 
place  to  spend  the  night  on  the  way  to  Funatsu. 
The  t  oad  for  some  distance  past  he.  e  is  fit  for  a 
bicycle  track  wei  e  il  possible  to  induce  a  lider 
lo  venture  so  far.      Half  an  hour  from  Modzumi, 
however,  it  comes.to  a  stop,  and  the  scene  thai 
presented  itself,  as  we  arrived  at  Domura,  whei  e 
formei  ly  a  hi  idge  crossed  the  Atotsuzawa,  a  to.  rent 
feeder  of  the  larger  stream,  was  such  as  for  the 
moment  to  make  it  doubtful  as  to  whether  we  might 
not  have  to  tuin    back    and   test   the  resources 
of  Modzumi  for  housing    tbe   unexpected  guest. 
Owing  lo  heavy  iai. is  during  the  spnng,   the  im- 
prisoned  torrent   had  burst  its  confines  and  not 
only  carried  away  the  bridge  but  a  good  deal  of 
the  bank  besides.    It  required  a  lillle  scheming  to 
get  across  the  torrent  oneself  with  a  dry  skin,  but 
the  spectacle  of  a  coolie  with  a  jinrikisha  perched 
topsyturvy  on  his  back  was  one  which  excited  an 
admiration  for  his  skill  only  equalled  by  the  amuse- 
ment one  could  not  help  feeling  at  its  incongruity. 
This  difficulty  ove.come  the  .oad  again  uses  high 
above    the    liver,    and    the    tall    si.a'ght  cliffs 
toweiiug    high    above    its    emeiald    wate.s  on 
the    opposite    hank    bring  back    recollections  of 
Ihe  beauties  of  Matlock  and  the  Kiver  De.  went,  in 
the  surroundings  of  one's  English  home.  Instead 
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of  passing  through  Uneshiyama,  as  was  formerly 
the  case,  the  road  goes  straight  011  towards  Funa- 
tsu, and  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  after  crossing  the 
torrent  bed*  reaches  the  picturesque  newly-built 
bridge   at  Kanayama,  where  are  the  extensive 
smelting  works  of  the  Shikama  copper  mine,  large 
quantities  of  the  metal,  as  well  as  a  certain  amount 
of  silver,  being  produced  higher  up  in  the  moun- 
tains on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.      As  the  old 
road  has  been  partly  destroyed  by  a  landslip,  which 
took  place  some  years  ago,  a  new  one  takes  us 
across  the  stream,  and  a  few  minutes'  walk  finds  us 
in  the  narrow  streets  of  Funatsu  itself,  where  a  civil 
reception,  supplemented   by  capital  attendance, 
awaits  me  at  the  house  of  one  Watanabe,  lo  whom 
my  host  at  Toyama  had  recommended  me  to  come. 
The  distance  of  36  miles  took  just  12  hours  to 
accomplish,  though  it  must  be  owned  the  coolies 
were  of  a  very  inferior  stamp.    Still  the  scenery 
after  the  first  few  miles  was  so  exquisitely  beauti- 
ful that  it  would  have  seemed  almost  like  sac.ilege 
to  hurry  through  it  intent  on  nothing  but  a  quick 
arrival  at  the  journey's  end,  and  many  a  lime  one 
would  have  been  glad  to  stop  and  linger  inde- 
finitely in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  all  the  lavish 
loveliness    which  nature  had   provided  with  so 
bountiful  a  hand  in  the  calm  solitudes  where  "  The 
silence  of  the  mountains  spoke  unutterable  things." 

The  next  morning,  with  a  sturdy  little  porter  to 
shoulder  my  baggage,  I  set  out  at  6.50  to  renew 
the  companionship  of  the  river  whose  banks  had 
already  yielded  me  so  much  pleasure  in  ihe  scenes 
of  beauty  which    they  had  already  afforded  in 
the  journey  of  yesterday.    The  sight  of  a  foreign 
t.aveller  passing  through  the  village  streets  was 
productive  of  the  usual  amount  of  polite  s.ui  prise 
and  curiosity,    and  the  country-folk  coming  in 
from  the  scattered  cottages  that  dotted  the  fields 
lining  the  river's  course  were  almost  startled  at  the 
morning   g.eeting   from    so    unwonted  a  figure, 
but  not  too  much  surprised  to  answer  with  a  kindly 
smile  and  respectful  bow.    An  I10111  's  steady  tramp 
brings  us  into  a  sequestered   vale  where  the  low 
wide  spreading  roofs  of  the  newly  built  houses  of 
the  hamlet  of  Sugo,  weighted  with  while  bouldeis 
from  the  river's  bed,  make  it  almost  impossible  to 
believe  it  is  not  a  picture  is  some  Alpine  valley 
traversed  in  wanderings  of  bygone  days.  An- 
other hour  passes  on,  and  at  Nakayama  the  path 
crosses    a    bridge    over    the    Sugorokugawa,  in 
whose  broad  pebbly  bed  a  shallow  stream  hurries 
down    to  join   the  larger  one.      What   a  lovely 
spot    it    was!    and    the    fellow    traveller    I  had 
picked  up  by  the  way  seemed  almost  amused  at 
the  enthusiasm   of  delight   one  could  not  help 
giving  vent  to  at  the  sight.     Leaving  this  behind 
and  winding  round  a  spur  of  the  hill  on  the  left 
we  soon  come  to  another  picturesque  litlle  bridge, 
over  which  a  path  leads  through  a  small  collection 
of  collages  called  M  iza,  ultimately  reaching  Taka- 
yama by  way  of  Yokamachi. 

My   now  dwindling  track,  however,  faithfully 
slicks  lo  the  light  bank  of  the  river  and  soon  is 
rewa.ded  by  the  welcome  shade  of  a  magnificent 
grove  of  cryptomeria.in  the  centre  of  which  nestles 
a  tiny  sin  ine,  the  connection  of  the  two  forcibly  re- 
minding one  of  a  noteworthy  fact,  viz.,  the  almost 
invariable  custom  of  the  Japanese  in  choosing  the 
loveliest  spots  in  valleys  and  on  hills  for  locating 
whatever  erection  they  are  rea.ing  as  a  meeting- 
place  for  man  and  those  poweis  without  him  of 
whose  aid  he  feels  the  need  and  whose  good  offices 
he  wishes  to  invoke.    And  in  many  a  locality 
where  the  beauly  of  ihe  landscape  has  been  sac.i- 
ficed  on  the  altar  of  practical  but  ruthless  utility, 
Ihe  one  thing  spared  is  the  little  way-side  shrine, 
and  f.equenlly  the  only  object  that  relieves  the 
monotory  of  some  wide  expanse  of  paddy  fields  is 
a  clump  of  tall  trees  in  whose  recesses  lies  sheltered 
a  litlle  rustic  fane,  the  sacredness  of  which  alone 
has  saved  its  guardians  from  falling  beneath  the 
woodman's  axe. 

Some  distance  beyond  the  g.ove  and  shrine 
one  passes  on  the  left  an  enormous  oval  stone, 
called  ihe  tsue  ishi,  at  the  base  of  which  is  a  slab 
hearing  the  Buddhistic  invocation  Namu  Amida 
Butsu  ("  Save  ete.  nal  Buddha").  Fui  ther  on  still, 
a  pretty  cascade  falls  over  a  projecting  rock  close 
by  the  side  of  the  path,  and  offers  a  tempting 
opportunity  for  an  impromptu  sliower  balli.  Ihe 
position  of  the  cascade  and  one's  circumstances 
in  making  its  acquaintance  vividly  recall  a  similar 
experience  on  an  Alpine  expedition  some  years 
ago.  On  a  piping  hot  day  a  friend  and  myself  were 
returning  to  our  inn  afler  an  ascent  near  Zinal,  111 
the  Val  d'Anniviers,  when  the  sight  of  the  very 
counterpart  of  this  young  cataract,  as  we  descend- 
ed the  mountain  side,  attracted  our  attention  and 
impelled  us  with  a  desire  lo  cool  ourselves  beneath 
it.  In  spite,  however,  of  our  intense  enjoyment 
of  our  bath,  nothing  would  induce  our  guide, 
loachim,  to  follow  our  example.  "  No,  sir,"  per- 
sisted he,  "  I  will  never  do  so  rash  a  thing— for 
does  not  history  tell  us  that  Alexander  the  Great 
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himself  l  him  met  wit h  an  untimely  end;  through 
indulging  in  loo  cold  •  >  bath  when  his  frame  was 
1  >>■>  lie* ted  to  si. Hid  so  lei  1  il>le  u  shock  !  " 

By  the  lima  I  had  reached  I'abre,  where  r  large 

■  1  e \vl y - l>ii i 1 1  house  was  pohlled  out  It)  int:  as  llir 
"  J'bii  tin  Kaislia,"  in  "Express  forwarding 
agency  1"  the  Ileal  was  beginning  lo  make  11  sell  f<-l  1 , 

for  the  long  valley  is  lot)  bit  III  in  In  allow  of  much 

breeze  lo  penetrate  with  cool  in  g  effect.    It  was  now 
1 .30  p.m.,  and  for  many  lioin  s  I  hail  seen  nothing  ol 
lily  coolie  and  my  baggage,  as  tlie  man  soon  aflei 
the  stait  had   begun   In  lag,  and   not    until  long 
aftei  I  art  ived  at  my  journey's  end  did  he  put  in 
an  appeai  ance.    Unfoi  tunalely  I  had  left  all  my 
food   ill   the  small   kori  he   was  carrying,  nevei 
imagining  the  resources  of  the  wayside  villages 
through  which  I  had  to  pas-,  would  be  so  slight  as 
to  be  almost  unable  to  alfoid  even  the  scantiest 
meal.     However,  as  the  pangs  of  hunger  weie 
now  beginning  to  "  gnaw  "  with  a  vengeance  I  had 
110  alternative  hut  lo  climb  up  the  steep  little  in- 
cline leading  to  the  "Tsu-ltn  Kwaisha,"  and  seek 
for  relief.     At  first  my  reception  was  not  ol  a  re- 
asstliiog  nature,  but  on  hastening  to  explain  that 
anything  solid  would  do,  the  old  lady  who  seemed 
to  be  in  charge  of  llie  establishment,  her  husband 
being  rolled   up  in  futons  by  the  side  of  a  fire, 
appaiently   sick,  softened   a  little  and  began  to 
get  ready  a  meal  of  1  ice  and  dried  fish  which, 
seasoned  by  the  pioveibial  best  of  sauces,  hunger, 
went  down  uncommonly  well.     During  die  pre- 
paration of  the  food   I  tluew  myself  down  on  the 
threshold  of  the  house,   with   my   1  lick-sack  foi 
a  pillow,  and  strove  haid  to  get  a  rest  of  "  forty 
winks,"  but  the  pest  of  flies,  so   exli  aoi  dinai  ily 
numeious  and  ubiquitous  in  neaily  all  these  Hida 
valleys,  effectually  fiustialed  all  attempts  at  hi- 
rune.     Having,  however,  before  me  the  prospect  of 
plenty  of  food,  with  the  hot  mineral  water  baths  of 
which  I  made  the  acquaintance  at  Gautada  last 
year,  I  determined  lo  lose  no  time,  so  at  2.10,  I 
once  more  shouldered  my  sack,  and  set  out  for  the 
last  stage  of  my  walk,  a  stietch  of  some  four  miles 
to  the  place  last-named.     In  20  minutes  I  found 
myself  at  Imami,  a  small  village,  with  quite  an  im- 
posing little   Post   Office,  newly    eiected,  which 
Stands  just  at  the  junction  of  the  Gamada-gawa 
with  the  Takahara-gawa.      By  degrees  the  valley 
through  which  I  had  come  had  been  widening  out, 
and  near  the  place  wheie  the  two  stieams  meet,  ils 
broad  expanse,  hemmed   in  on   either  side  with 
densely  wooded  hills,  and  apparently  shut  in  front 
by  higher  peaks,  presents  a  noble  pr  ospect.  A  sleep 
declivity  terminates  the  range  of  hills  which  separate 
the  valleys  of  the  two  sLi  earns,  and  whilst  the  path  lo 
Hirayu  skirts  the  base  of  this  on  its  eastern  side, 
my  track  to  Gamada  passes  below  it  on  the  left  01 
westei  11  slope.    An  houi 's  tramp  along  the  rugged 
right   bank  of  the  stream  takes   me  on  to  now 
familiar  ground,  and,  passing  the  village  bath- 
house on   the  left  of  (lie  slippery,  stony  street,  I 
soon  find   myself  at  the  door  of  the  hospitable 
farm  house-inn  which  lasl  year  sheltered  my  genial 
companion  and  myself  when,  bent  on  the  expedi- 
tion which  to-day  has  bi  ought  me  here  once  more, 
we  crossed   over  fi  om  the  neighbouring  baths  of 
Hirayu.    On    that    occasion  our  attention  had 
been  attracted,  when  staying  at  the  latter  village, 
by  the  magnificent  form   of  the  serrated  ridge 
and  snow-streaked  sides  of  Kasa-dake,  the  view 
of  which,  seen   far    beyond    the  wooded  slopes 
which    rise    up  lo  the  noith-west  of  the  valley 
of  the   Takahara-gawa,   filled  us  with  admiia- 
tion  and  iiresislibly  impelled  us  to  draw  closer 
and  make  an  attempt  to  scale  the  nigged  heights. 
We   therefoie    made   our  away   across  an  intei- 
veiling  1  idge  to  this  same  Gamada,  having  been 
directed    lo    the    house    of    one   Jimbei  (whose 
other  name  we  were  unable  to  find  out),  as  that 
person  was  the  one  most  qualified  lo  give  us  both 
accomodation  and  advice.    The  former,  though  we 
weie  his  first  foreign  guests,  he  provided  lo  the 
full  extent  of  his  resoui  ces,  and  most  comfoitably 
we  faied,  but  the  lattei  he  was  less  able  to  give. 
However,  be  called  in  the  aid  of  the  kucho  or  head- 
man of  the  village,  who  arrived,  I  remember,  some 
I  i  Hi  e  after  we  had  letired  to  rest,  and  brought  us 
the  disappointing  news  that,  although  it  was  pos- 
sible lo  ascend  Kasa-dake,  still  on  account  of  recent 
heavy  rains  bridges  had  been  broken  higher  up 
the  valley,  which  it  was  necessary  lo  cross;  that 
the  stream  was  impassable  ;  and  that,  in  short,  the 
state  of  affairs  was  such  that  no  one  could  be  in- 
duced to  make  the  attempt  to  climb  the  mount- 
ain with  us.    So,  to  our  intense  disappointment, 
we  were  compelled  lo  return  without  even  setting 
a  foot  on  the  side  of  the  beautiful  peak.  However, 
as  we  turned  our  backs  upon  Gamada  it  was  not 
without  the  determination  that,  should  another 
opportunity  occur,  we  would  have  another  try  lo 
make  the  expedition.     And  it  is  as  a  result  of  this 
determination  that   I  have  again  found  my  way 
hither,  in  the  hope  that  this  time  I  may  succeed 
where  before  I  failed.   A  simple  but  kindly  recep- 


tion greets  me  as  I  hall,  sfalued  with  travel  and 

llie  thick  dusl  glilleiing  while  upon  my  bonis,  and 

pans  into  llie  wide  open  bpace  at  the  entrance  ol 

(he    huge  old-fashioned   kitchen    of    the  establish 

mend  Noi  noticing  my  old  host  ol  last  yeai 
stirring  about  the  place,  I  ask  where  he  is,  remem- 
beihtg,  as  I  make  the  enquiry,  that  he  was  even 

then  not  at  all  well  and  that  my  companion's  pn> 
lessional  help  had  been  the  cause  of  much 
genuine  gratitude,  To  my  regiel  I  am  told  thai 
he  died  six  mouths  ago  of  pneumonia,  the  com- 
plaint with  which  he  was  suffei  ing  when  we  first 
saw  him,     His  Successor,  however,  apparently 

an  adopted  son,  had  evidently   not    forgotten  0111 

visit,  a-,  to  my  astonishment,  he  suddenly  came 
out  with  "  Anata-wa,  Kobe  no  Weston  San  desu 
ka?     ("Are  you  Mi.  Weston  of  Kobe?") 

As  I  didn't  remember  ever  having  seen  my 
questionei  befoie,  I  naturally  asked  "Why,  how 
did  you  know  that  ?  "  "  Oh,"  he  said,  "  I  remem- 
ber your  coming  here  lasl  year;  and,  by  the 
way,  bow  is  your  friend  the  honouiable  Mr. 
Doctor?"  Well,  it  was  pleasant  to  be  lemember- 
ed  by  a  person  who  bad  met  one  before,  and  not 
less  so  to  find  in  the  house  another  guest  equally 
inclined  to  be  friendly.  This  was  a  teacher  of  free 
hand  drawing  in  the  Chu  gakko  at  Takayama,  who 
not  only  proved  an  agreeable  acquaintance,  but 
also  afforded  me  all  the  assistance  he  could  in 
making  inquiries  with  a  view  to  facilitating  the 
accomplishment  of  my  desiies.  Once  moie  the 
headman  was  called  in  and  between  the  trio 
of  us  a  lenglhy  council  of  war  took  place.  From 
the  hesitation  will)  which  the  kucho  squatted  on 
the  mat,  the  many  iaptaps  which  weie  needed  to 
empty  his  diminutive  pipe,  and  from  the  owl-like 
manner  in  which  he  sciewed  his  head  fioin  side  to 
side  befoie  approaching  the  subject,  it  was  quite 
clear  what  the  nature  of  his  communication  would 
be.  "  Well,  really,  I  am  afraid  it's  a  very  difficult 
matter."  "  Oh,  how  is  that  ?"  "  Well,  you  see  that 
for  neaily  seven  weeks  now  we  have  had  scarcely 
any  rain,  and  I  don'l  think  any  of  the  fai  mere  can 
be  induced  to  come  with  you  up  the  mountain." 

"But  why  not,  ihey  cau'l  be  busy  in  the  fields 
just  now,  surely  ?  " 

"  No,  just  the  contrary.  For  as  there  is  such  a 
lack  of  rain,  the  men  aieall  away  in  the  hills, 
asking  for  it — they  have  all  gone  on  an  ama-goi  ex- 
pedition, and  so  its  impossible  to  gel  any  one  lo 
act  as  your  guide  !  " 

Ama-goi,  "  praying  for  rain"  !  Now  I  recollected 
that  I  had  heard  of  the  practice  before.  When  at 
Omaclii  I  had  been  told  that  for  a  similar  reason 
— that  of  the  long-continued  drought — parlies  of 
peasants  had  gone  out  into  (he  hills  on  the  west  of 
the  Matsumoto  plain  to  hold  ama-goi  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  rail).  I  was  informed  that  fires  were 
lighted  on  prominent  heights,  and  prayeis  were 
offered  at  the  bases  of  those  great  peaks  whose 
grandeur  seemed  lo  indicate  that  the  spiiits  which 
dwell  theie  would  be  the  most  likely  to  be  able  to 
work  the  lelief  so  much  needed  and  so  earnestly 
sought.  Of  the  two  mountains  chosen  in  the 
Matsumoto  disti  ict,  llie  pi  iucipal  one  was  Myojin- 
dake,  whose  majestic  form  toweling  5,000  feet 
and  more  above  the  level  of  the  narrow  valley  at 
its  foot  might  well  impress  the  minds  and  excite 
the  imaginations  of  tlie  simple-minded  country 
folk,  who  believed  that  there  must  dwell  a  power 
supeiior  to  anything  that  could  be  found  elsewhere 
to  call  upon. 

Of  course,  beyond  the  kucho's  diclum  there  was  no 
appeal,  for  theie  was  now  no  other  means  of  ob- 
taining the  help  without  which  llie  expedition  was 
impossible.  Had  I  been  fortunate  enough  to  com- 
mand the  companionship  of  my  trusty  comrade  on 
former  climbs  in  these  gloi  ions  mountains,  I  would 
not  have  hesitated  lo  endeavour  to  force  a  way  up 
our  peak  independently  of  local  aid.  But  as  it  was 
I  had  lo  accept  the  inevitable  and  ultimately  to 
drown  my  disappointment  in  a  visit  to  the  adjoin 
ing  bath  bouse  near  the  mineral  spring. 

The  nexl  moining,  at  7.30,  I  once  more  found 
myself  tramping  down  the  nairow  valley  of  the 
Yamadagawa  and  climbing  the  steep  little  ascent 
of  Kamisaka,  a  curious  natural  barrier  which  rises 
between  Gamada  and  a  growing  hamlet  near  the 
foot  of  the  pass  by  which  the  lidge  is  crossed  into 
the  valley  of  the  Takahara-gawa.  Fioin  the  top 
of  the  Kamisaka  a  magnificent  view  is  gained  of 
the  western  flanks  of  Yarigatake  and  of  part  of 
the  same  side  of  Myojin-dake.  Seen  from  here, 
the  precipitous  walls  of  bare  rock,  rising  sheer 
above  the  valley  at  their  bases,  present  an  aspect  of 
rugged  wildness  seldom  met  with  in  this  country, 
where  one  usually  associaies  the  charactei  istic  of 
its  mountain  scenery  with  richly  wooded  soflly  out- 
lined heights  rather  than  with  bare  jagged  ridges 
and  lofty  isolated  peaks. 

Not  that  even  here  those  milder  forms  of  na- 
ture's charms  were  wanting,  for  the  near  foreground 
of  the  beautiful  picture  was  that  of  lower  hills 
densely  wooded  from  base  lo  summit,  but  it  is  cer- 


tainly the  unwonted  sight  ol  gieat  mountains  in 
llieil  sterner  aspects  thai  now  compels  attention. 

lieloie    leaving    (i  ada,   I   had  endeavouied 

lo  enlist  (he  kucho's  sympathies  and  help  in  a 
proposition  lo  either  make  the  ascent  of  Yaii-ga- 
lake  from  Ibis — the  western — side,  or,  failing 
thai,  to  Cross  over  a  1  idge  lo  the  South  of  that 
peak  so  as  to  reach  the  valley  at  the  base  of 
Mydjin  dake.  This  couise  would  have  in  some 
measure  compensated  for  the  deprivation  of  the 
climb  up  Kasa-dake,  and  would  futtlier  have 
saved  two  days  out  of  the  1  hi  ce  which  the 
detorur  by  way  of  Hiiayu  and  Sluuajima  would 
Otherwise  lender  necessary.  Whilst  feeling  sine 
at  the  time,  fioin  the  appearance  of  the  mountains 
themselves  and  theii  geogiaplncal  relations  lo 
each  othei,  that  both  the  climbs  weie  feasible,  I 
later  on  icceived  strong  confirmation  of  my  views, 
for  I  found  out  ihal  my  Matsumoto  landloid 
had  himself  a  year  ago  done  the  foi  met  of  the 
two  expeditions  ill  llie  leveise  direction,  and 
slated  that  the  ascent  I  have  referied  to  was 
theiefore  quite  possible.  As  to  the  second,  that 
also  was  made  the  opposite  way,  fiom  east  lo  west, 
a  fortnight  afler  I  was  at  Gamada,  by  an  official 
of  the  War  Depai  tment  of  the  Japanese  Govei  11- 
nient  slai  ling  from  the  veiy  hut  towaids  which 
I  had  pioposed  to  force  a  way.  However,  "it 
is  no  use  crying  over  spilt  milk,"  and  a  dis- 
appoiniment  is  often  llie  very  best  of  disciplines, 
whether  in  connection  with  the  pleasures  of  moun- 
taineeiing  or  of  one's  every  day  life.  So  after 
taking  a  final  retrospect  of  the  glorious  picture,  I 
turned  my  back  upon  it  to  leave  it  for  some  other 
more  foitunate  tiaveller  to  accomplish  what  I  had 
failed  to  obtain  the  facility  for  even  attempting. 

Passing  down  the  opposite  side  of  the  Kamisaka, 
on  the  summit  of  which  are  a  few  stone  images  of 
the  Buddha,  the  path  to  Hirayu  takes  a  sharp 
turn  to  the  left  at  a  spot  wheie  there  area  few 
houses,  several  newly  built  since  I  was  here  last 
year  and  looking  very  picturesque  with  their 
chalet-like  ovei  hanging  eaves,  weighted  with 
laige  stones  lo  keep  the  roof  fiim. 

The  place  is  scarcely  laige  enough  to  be  called  a 
village,  but  goes  by  the  same  name  as  the  hill 
between  it  and  Gamada  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken.  Close  by  is  a  rustic  mannenbashi 
bi  idge  over  the  sti  earn,  the  near  end  being  moored 
to  the  bank,  whilst  the  opposite  one  is  made  fast 
to  a  pile  of  huge  stones  standing  in  a  position 
which,  when  the  channel  is  full,  must  land  the  tra- 
veller from  this  side  in  the  middle  of  tlie  river  bed. 
Now,  of  couise,  there  is  but  compai  atively  little 
water  in  the  stream,  and  the  passage  over  the  long 
springy  planks  and  the  bare  bouldeis  beyond  is 
accomplished  without  difficulty.  The  pass  then 
turns  lo  the  right  and  winds  up  the  slope  of  the 
hillside  through  shady  vegetation,  the  cold  clear 
water  of  a  sparkling  mountain  stream  and  the 
fresh  sweetness  of  the  wild  raspberiies  growing 
here  and  there  in  profusion  by  the  way-side  prov- 
ing most  deliciously  refreshing.  Less  than  half 
an  hour  takes  us  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  from 
Kamisaka,  and  then  comes  a  sudden  plunge 
down  the  steep  side  beyond  into  the  valley 
of  the  Takahai  a-gawa,  the  pass  by  which  I 
have  come  joining  that  to  Hirayu  at  a  poor 
and  diity  village  called  Hitoigane,  whence  a  walk 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  towaids  the  south  east 
end  of  the  beautiful  ravine  brings  us  to  the  old 
inn  at  Hiiayu  where  we  spent  such  a  pleasant  and 
interesting  lime  a  year  ago.  The  path  has  cer- 
tainly been  improved  since  last  I  was  here,  and 
the  walk  up  the  valley  is  more  charming  than  ever. 
About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Hirayu  I  found 
'a  stream  of  water  stiongly  impregnated  with  iron, 
which  before  I  had  not  noticed,  ti  ickling  down  the 
red  broken  rocks  on  the  left  of  llie  road.  This 
disti  ict  seems  quite  rich  in  minerals  and  mineial 
waters,  what  with  the  productive  silver  and  copper 
mine  on  Noiikura,  the  hot  springs  at  the  village, 
and  others  of  less  importance  in  the  surround- 
ing hills. 

The  water  at  Hirayu  is  used  both  for  drinking 
and  for  bathing,  and  on  cooling  some  from  the 
spiing  for  the  former  purpose  I  found  it  tasted 
very  much  like  the  tan  san-sut  at  Arima,  minus 
the  carbonic  acid  gas.  It  is  conducted  by  bamboo 
pipes  from  the  main  spring  into  llie  various  bath- 
houses scattered  about  the  village,  and  whilst  at 
its  outlet  it  has  a  temperature  of  igo°,  it  is  cooled 
down  by  admixture  with  water  from  a  cold  spring 
to  about  1130.  It  is  strongly  impregnated  with 
iron  and  also  a  fair  amount  of  sulphur. 

On  arriving  at  YomoSaburo's  my  first  enquiry, 
after  llie  usual  salutations,  for  a  coolie  lo  accom- 
pany me  on  the  way  to  Onogawa,  where  I  thought 
of  spending  the  night,  was  met  with  the  reply, 
which  I  had  half  anticipated,  that  the  master 
himself  was  away  and  that  no  coolie  could  then 
be  got,  as  it  was  now  too  late  in  the  day  to  find 
any  one  at  home  and  free  from  his  ordinary  work 
to  come  with  me.    My  next  enquiry  was  afler  the 
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faie  of  a  ceilain  pair  of  trousers  which  had  Ijeen 
left  behind  by  mistake  and  wliicli  subsrquenl 
inq.iiiies  by  post  failed  to  iecove..  On  my  men- 
tioning tlie  unmentionables  tlie  landlo.d  s  deputy 
at  once  lose  to  tlie  occasion  with  an  explanation. 

"  Oh,  the  honourable  ti  ousers,  is  it  ?    O's  yes, 
ihey  are  all  tight."  , 

"Bui  why  weie  they  not  foiwanled   when  1 
wrote  for  them  ?  " 

"Well,  we  got  the  letter,  hut  the  fact  was,  we 
were  loo'  busy  to  send  them  just  then.  Still  we 
have  them  here.  We've  been  keeping  then*  (at 
you  all  the  lime,  and  you  shall  have  them  in  a 
moment."  "  Keeping  them  for  you  all  the  lime," 
ceitainly  sounded  odd,  as  if  they  imagined  that 
one  was,  figuratively  speaking  so  "wiapped  up" 
in  the  precious  garments  thai  one  was  sure  to  come 
back  for  the  sole  purpose  of  recovering  litem  ! 

By  and  bye,  a  servant  appeared  with  litem, 
mud  and  all,  just  as  I  had  given  them  over  to  lite 
landlord  exactly  a  year  before  in  order  t>  have 
lliem  washed  piepataloiy  to  my  depa.ture.  I  have 
often  had  to  wail  sometime  befoie  the  washer- 
man would  1  etui  n  my  things,  before,  but  [Ills,  a 
whole  year's  delay  since  my  return  from  the 
ascenl  of  Noukiua,  was  ceitainly  a  record  as 
far  my  experience  went,  and  additional  inter 
est  lay  in  the  fact  lhat  even  after  a  year  had 
passed  ihe  operation  of  washing  had  not  been  at 
templed!  Having  once  recovei  ed  the  things,  I 
determined  lo  keep  them,  and  most  fortunate  was 
it  that  I  succeeded  in  doing  so,  as  subsequent 
events  proved.     But  I  anticipate— Revenons  a  nos 

moutons.  .  r     1  •  1 

After  waiting  some  time,  most  01  which  was 
spent  in  the  bath-house  close  to  the  inn,  which  I 
found  newly  ananged,  in  fact  almost  rebuilt,  tlie 
landlord  returned,  and  afler  the  usual  greetings, 
disappeared  only  lo  return  in  a  moment  with  a 
pocket  knife  I  had  given  him,  and  a  liltle  india- 
rubber  doll  I  had  given  to  his  daughter,  acknow- 
ledging with  the  profusesl  obeisances  these  trifles 
of  a  year  ago. 

In  the  afternoon  I  walked  up  to  the  smelling 
woiks  of  the  Noiikuta  mine,  some  15  minutes 
from  ihe  village,  and  these,  too,  I  found  had  been 
enlarged  as  well  as  being  neater  and  busier  than 
last  year.  On  what  was  then  a  piece  of  waste 
ground,  just  opposite  to  the  smelting  sheds,  the.  e 
now  stand  a  number  of  spacious  houses,  some  of 
which  are  used  as  offices  whilst  others  are  shops 
for  the  sale  of  common  ai  tides  in  daily  use 
amongst  the  miners  up  at  the  mine  on  the  moun- 
tain side  and  the  workmen  here  below.  Through 
Ihe  middle  of  the  compound,  partly  enclosed  by  the 
buildings,  the  Takahata-gawa  flows  in  its  naitow 
channel,  for  it  is  on  ihe  western  flank  of  Noiikuta 
that  it  lakes  its  1  ise,  and  the  beautiful  fall,  200  feet 
in  height,  in  front  of  us,  is  that  which  ihe  torrent 
forms  close  to  ils  soince. 

As  I  had  to  turn  out  betimes  the  next  morning 
for  a  stiff  walk  of  nearly  30  miles,  including  the 
crossingof  t  wo  passes  en  route,  I  went  eat  ly  \ofuton, 
having  previously  obtained  the  assistance  of  the 
kucho  in  hiring  a  couple  of  coolies  to  act  as  my 
porters  over  ihe  passes  as  fat  as  Onogawa 
Willi  baggage  1  e-at  ranged  and  packed  so  as  to  be 
leady  to  stat  t  without  delay  at  dawn,  for  I  wauled 
to  get  a  good  night's  t  est  to  fit  me  for  the  mot  row's 
journey,  I  lost  no  lime  in  turning  in.  But  not, 
unhappily  to  sleep.  For  just  as  I  am  dozing  off, 
lUefusuma  is  slid  open,  and  in  a  husky  whispe- 
I  hear,  Danna  sail  /  danna  san  I 

"Well,  what  is  it?"  "Why,  the  coolies  won't 
go  at  the  puce  the  kucho  fixed,  and  they  say  they 
won't  start  unless  you  give  lliem  40  sen  each  in- 
stead of  30." 

"All  light,  tell  them  I  will  do  so  as  thet  e  is  no 
help  for  it,  good  night." 

Then  the fusuma  doses,,  and  I  twill  round  again, 
but  to  no  pui  pose.    'I  he  ubiquitous  flea,  doubtless 
stimulated  by  the  f  1  esh  mountain  air,  for  Hitayu 
is  over  4,500  feet  above  sea-level;  is  surprisingly 
active,  and  however  tightly  I  close  the  mouth  of 
my  sleeping-bag  sheet.it  is  impossible  to  keep  Out 
the  intuider,  and  only  afler  getting  up  again  and 
again  to  spi  inkle  fresh  libations  of  insect  powdet 
over  bedding  and  mats  can  I  venture  lo  hope  lo  be 
lefl  to  test  in  peace.    Once  more  I  am  sinking  off 
into  blissful  foi  getfulness  of  landlord,  fleas,  and 
similar  interruptions  when  to  my  horror  my  next 
room  neighbours,  fiied  with  sake  and  inflated  with 
rice,  begin  to  get  up  steam  in  their  noisy  carousals, 
behaving  in  the  silly,  childish  way  that    only  a 
Japanese    reveller    in   his  cups  knows   how  to 
behave,  and  now  I  feel  that  I  am  "in  for  it"  with 
a  vengeance.     Requests  for  a  little  consideration, 
remonstrances,  regrets,  are  all  useless,  and  it  is 
only  after  five  hours  restless  wakefulness  thai  long 
past  midnight  I  am  able,  through sheer  weariness, 
to  get  off  to  sleep.    The  landlord  had  promised 
faithfully,  after  many  cateful  exhortations,  to  call 
me  at  3.30,  so  lhat  I  might  be  able  to  slat  t  at  dawn, 
but  at  3  45,  after  a  rest  of  two  hours  which  seemed 


house 
I  still 


of 


mot  e  like  two  minutes,  I  awake  10  find  tin 
resounding  with  snores,  and  the  landlot 
butied  in  futons  and  (01  get  fulness. 

By  the  lime  breakfast  was  finished  and  the 
coolies  slatted  off  with  the  baggage,  it  was  5 
o'clock,  and  the  dull  gtey  clouds  ovet  head  gave 
wat  ning  that  I  need  nolexpect  the  exquisite  weather 
lhat  last  year  made  this  journey  so  full  of  pleasute 
and  inlet  est.  On  that  occasion  the  temptation  was 
to  linger  on  the  way  almost  too  long,  whilst  now 
ihet  e  was  no  such  inducement,  and  as  the  mot  ning 
wote  on  the  clouds  began  '.o  swell  lo  bin  sting 
point,  a. id  discharged  their  watery  burden  with' 
such  effect  that,  in  spite  of  mackintosh  and  um- 
biella,  one  was  so  speedily  soaked  that  it  became 
a  matter  of  indiffeience  as  to  how  much  heavier 
the  rain  came  down. 

As  I  wished,  for  the  sake  of  compai  ison,  to  1  ead 
my  barometers  on  the  summit  of  the  Ab6-t6t;e  as 
near  6  o'clock  as  possible,  I  went  on  with  the  in- 
struments in  advance  of  the  coolies,  and  1  cached 
the  top  at  6.15,  the  altitude  being  6,400  feel  above 
the  sea,  and  1,900  feet  above  the  little  mountain- 
girl  plain  in  which  Hit  ayu  stands.    The  ovet  hang- 
nig  clouds  and  steadily  falling  tain  entirely  shut 
out  the  entrancing  views  of   Kasa  dake  which, 
on  a  clear  day,  lend  its  chief  attraction  to  the  walk 
along  the  side  of  the  spur  of  Aboyamadown  which 
the  path  from  the  summit  descends,  but   as  the 
charm  of  distant  views  was  denied  I  had  pei  force 
to  devote  my  attention  to  what  lay  neater  to  hand, 
the  chief  feature  of  this  being  the  profusion  of  wild 
raspberries  growing  on  ihe  right  hand  side  of  the 
Hack.    The  youuget   of  the  two  coolies,  who  also 
proved  the  speedier  of  the  pair,  and  who  healed 
the  tramp  through  the  pouting  rani   simply  as  a 
huge  joke,  informed  me  the  name  of  the  fiuit  was 
uma-echigo,  which  I  think  must  have  been  a  name 
coined  for  the  occasion.     His  knowledge  of  ihe 
botany  of  his  native  mountains  was  even  less  than 
my  own,  and  his  invariable  reply  to  my  furthei 
questions  about  vaiious  plants  I  noticed  was  one 
which  sounded  intensely  odd  :—  Wagi  wa  shira- 
nosu  being  apparently  intended  foi  Watakushi  via 
shiranu — "  I  don't  know."    But  he  was  a  cheiry 
little  chap,  being  possessed  of  spirits  even  sur- 
passing his  strength  and  activity  which,  in  one  so 
small  of  statiue,  was  most  astonishing.  During 
the  eatly  pail  of  the  descent  I  met  a  couple  of 
woodcutter  who  volunteered  the  information  thai 
ihe  tain  had   so  swollen   the  waters  of  a  loiient 
which  had  lo  be  crossed  lower  down  lhat  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  make  the  passage,  and 
that  also  in  one  or  two  places  the  path  had  been 
swepl  away  by  a  small  landslip,  so  we  must  exet  cise 
great  care  to  avoid  serious  consequences.  Thank- 
ing them  for  ihe  information  I  passed  on,  and  after 
a  time  arrived  at  the  toirenl  in  question,  finding 
the  locks  were  sufficiently  disai  tanged  to  make 
it  a  delightfully  exciting  liltle  expei  ience.     Befoi  e 
applying   myself   lo   the  task,   however,  indeed 
just  as  I  was  about  lo  step  off  from  ihe  edge  of 
ihebioken  pathway,  my  attention  was  atti  acted 
by  the  sight  of  the  mosl  magnificent  specimens  of 
wild  strawberries  I  have  ever  come  acioss,  and 
not  until  acaieful  search  had  resulted  in  consump- 
tion „f  every  one  of  the  luscious  berries  to  be 
found  at  the  spot,  was  it  possible  lo  proceed.  The 
landslip,  in  due  course,  was  successfully  negotiated 
also,  though  I  must  own  lhat  the  perils  with  which 
the  warnings  about  it  had  invested  the  place  wet  e 
much   more  imaginary  than   real.     By  8.40  we 
found  ourselves  at  the  cottage  which  stands  by 
the  path  at  a  shorl  distance  from  the  corner  over 
looking  the  valley  of  the  hot  spi  ings  ot  Shu  ahone 
and  here  we  hailed  for  breakfast,  whilst  at  the 
same  time,  in  anticipation  of  a  ceitain  Blondln- 
like  feat  which  I  knew  awaited  me  I  changed  my 
shoes  for  -waraji  (straw  sandals),  and  thus  foi  tified 
Hi.d  refreshed  plunged  once  mote  into  the  dense 
ihicket  through  which  the  pathway  leads  down  lo 
the  Adzusagawa.     In  half  an  hour  we   were  at 
the  bend  of  lhat  slreatfl  wheie  its  rushing  green 
waters  are  crossed  by  long  thin  pine-poles,  tied  in 
pairs  with  a  looseness  which  gives  them  a  mosl 
ala.  ming  elasticity,  and  makes  the  passage  one  not 
unlike  Ihe  sensational  pei  foi  mances  of  the  acrobat 
of  the  slack  wite.     The  beginning  of  the  journey 
act  oss  is  easy  enough,  for  there  the  thing  is  fauly 
firm,  and  also,  as  the  farther  end  isneared,  one 
gains  confidence  enough  lo  make  a  frantic  dash 
and  finish  up  with  a  wild  leap  that  lands  one  on 
solid  ground.     But  it  is  the  middle  po.liou  thai 
gives  the  most  nervous  woik  and  tends  to  disturb 
one's  mental  equilibrium  to  such  an  extent  ihal  the 
loss  of  bodily  balance  is  only  avoided  by  the  exercise 
of  exceptional  care.    For  the  swaying  of  the  in- 
secure structure,  whose  weather-polished  poles  were 
now  rendered  unusually  slippety  through  ihe  rain, 
together  with  the  swift  1  ushing  of  theswiiling  eddy- 
ing waters  below,  makes  it  imperative  that  the  im- 
agination should  be  subdued  to  ihe  will  if  the  cross- 
ing is  to  be  effected  with  a  dry  skin.     On  a  former 
occasion  I  had  painfully  realised  the  disadvantage 


of  hobnailed  boots  in  this  veiy  situation,  and  it  is 
foi  that  leason  that  I  now  1  esoi  ted  lo  the  use 
of  the  -waraji  ah  eady  mentioned.  Once  ovei  this 
Alsirat  like  span  of  50  or  60  feet,  all  is  quite  easy, 
ihough  after  winding  round  the  base  of  an  in- 
tervening spur  and  crossing  a- smaller  stream  on 
the  right,  a  stiff  ascent  has  lo  be  faced  befoie  the 
top  of  the  Hinoki  toge  is  surmounted.  Fiom  the 
huts  on  the  summit  of  the  pass,  much  Improved  in 
lespect  of  their  resources  since  a  twelvemonth 
ago,  when  the  witheted  old  dame  in  charge  could 
dispense  no  greater  luxuiies  than  dtied  peas,  a 
fine  view  eastwards  is  gained,  and  it  now  looks 
as  if  the  weather  is  really  going  to  clear.  One 
more  short  descent,  then  another  little  tug  up 
an  intervening  ridge,  and  soon  I  am  on  the  top 


the    sleep,    almost    precipitous,  declivity  on 
which  the  coltages  of  Onogawa  are  perched,  and 
with  delightful  anticipations  of  a  warm  welcome  at 
ihe  inn  whose  hospitality  last  year  was  so  agree- 
able, I  huity  down  as  hatd  as  I  can  to  gteeimy 
foi  mer  hosts,  and  to  make  without  delay  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  getting  fresh  coolies  for  the 
remaining    pail   of  the   journey    on  lo  Hashiba 
(Shimajima).     When  heie  last  summer  we  found 
the  master  of  the  house  was  ill,  and  when  my  com- 
panion's therapeutic  powets  were  brought  lo  bear 
upon  his  ailments,  gratitude  of  both  the  palient 
and  his  wife  knew  no  bounds.     So  it  was  with  the 
feeling  that  now  I  should  have  a  reception  of  an 
unusual  kind,  that  I  stepped  into  the  house  and 
sal  down  on  the  edge  of  the  mals  preparatory  to 
taking  off  my   waraji  and  making  myself  com- 
pilable for  my  mid-day  halt.      It  was  indeed  an 
unusual  leceplion  —  for,  whilst  I  was   met  with 
ihe  announcement  lhat  the  hosl  was  away,  neither 
his   wife  nor   his   mother  in  law  would  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  me,  at  least  lhat  was  what  their 
reception  of  ine  implied  !     I  was  completely  lliun- 
derstiuck,  and  tried  to  explain  the  cii  cumslances 
of  my  former  visil  with  a  view  to  melting   the  icy 
coldness  of  this  greeting,  but  all  was  unavailing. 
The  wife  herself,  was  too  much  engrossed  with  the 
attentions  of  two  gay  young  spaiks  who  seemed  lo 
be  making  themselves  very  agreeable  in  the  room 
where  we  had  a  year  ago  found  rest  and  refresh- 
ment,  and  the  old  lady  showed  not  the  slightest 
willingness  to  even  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
met  ils  of  my  case.     1 1  was  with  a  feeling  of  intense 
disappointment  that  I  turned  slowly  away  fiom  the 
door  of  the  house  lo  tetrace  my    steps  to  the 
inn    I    had    passed    higher    up  ihe  village,  for 
ihe  shock  to  one's  feelings,  trifling  as  the  incident 
may  seem,  was  by  no  means  light,  and  this  lebuff 
will  always  remain  in  my  recollection,  in  vivid  con- 
trast with  the  simple  but  sincere  recognition  of  a 
passing  attempt  to  help  on  the  part  of  the  rustic 
I  had  met  on  the  sultry  slopes  of  Tono  sawa  a 
fortnight  before.     At  the  hostel  of  Akuta  Kiichi, 
howevei ,  I  fared  better,  and  lliei  e  a  warm  welcome, 
with  a  hot  bath  followed  by  a  substantial  lunch, 
sei  ved  to  lake  off  ihe  edge  of  ihe  disappointment. 
Dining  the  course  of  the  meal  the  coolies  ai  lived 
with  my  baggage,  and  as  thete  seemed  little  pios- 
peci  of  getting  a  fresh  couple  at  this  time  of  ihe 
day,  I  endeavoured  to  induce  them  to  come  on  with 
me  light  through.     The  older  man,  however,  de- 
clined on  the  score  of  increasing  age  and  bodily 
weakness,    but  to   my  delight  the  younger  one 
agreed  lo  my  proposal,  and  not  only  shouldered 
the  pack   he  had    already  carried  but   took  up 
the  other's   share  as    well.     As  the  remainder 
of  the  way  was  neatly  all  level,  the  most  diffi- 
cult  part    of    Ihe    day's    work   was    now  done, 
there  being  only   5   ri  moie   to  ttaveise  befoie 
Hashiba   was  reached,   and   plenty  of  daylight 
still   remained  for  its  accomplishment.     After  a 
change  of  clothing  and  a  rest  of  an  hour  and  a 
half,  we  found  ourselves,  at  I  o'clock,  once  more  on 
the  move,  and  with  light  hearts,  in  spite  of  heavy 
loads,  strode  out  gaily  down  the  grand  goi  ge  of 
the  Maye-gawa  and  soon  reached  ihe  point  of  Us 
junction  with  the  more  impoi  tant  river,  the  Adzusa- 
gawa, whose  volume  it  helps  lo  swell.    The  beauty 
of  the  walk,  which  last  summer  was  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  of  my  expedition,  was  this  time  much 
matted  by  the  threatening,  and  ultimately  pom- 
ing,  rain,  although  even  this  failed  to  entiiely  1  ob 
it  of  ils  chat  m.     The  road  in  some  parts  I  found 
had  been   much   improved  since  then,  whilst  in 
othetsit  had  been  almost  swept  away,  and  many 
a  ticklish  spot  had  to  be  negotiated  with  care  to 
avoid  an  involuntary  descent  through  the  giviug- 
away  of  the   shaky  logs,  which  had  been  laid 
on  limbers  projecting  from  the  side  of  the  ravine, 
and  fotmed  the  only  foundation  of  the  narrow 
track  as  it  wound  ils  way  around  corners  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  impassable.    Heie  and 
there  the  inevitable  landslip  had  done  ils  work, 
and  piesented  but  an  insecure  fooling  as  one  had 
to  make  a  way  acioss  the  surface  of  its  yielding 
mass.    The  first  10  miles,  from  Onogawa  to  Ine- 
koki,  were  traversed  in  2%  hours,  the  drenching 
showers  making  it  undesirable  lo  linger  on  tlie 
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way,  bul  no*  raia  I >< -14 - » 1  ■  Ui  leave  off,  and  by 
iKe-time  my  half-bom's  irsi  u  the  latier  place  was 

over,  lliings    were  looking    lllUCll    better,  and  the 

1  emu  in  in  g  2  J  miles  to  Hashiba  were  in  1I1  is  1  c Bpei  1 
ilif  pleas. miest  of  tlie  whole  30.  Ii  was  just  (if lei 
4.45  when  I  found  myself  standing  once  more 
muiei  tlie  hospitable  roof  <>l  ihe  Shimizuya,  which, 
on  hi 01  e  tllftll  one  occasion,  had  all  eaily  affoi  ded  me 
welcome  en  tei  lain  men  I  anil  1  est.  On  lliis  occasion 
too,  tin- at  lent  ion  of  my  hosts  was  all  that  con  I  il  be  de- 
sited,  hill  unhappily  that  of  the  multitudinous  fleas 
was  infinitely  more  assiduous.     Moieover,  for  the 

first  lime  within  my  recollection,  and  indeed  dm  iug 
the  whole  hisfal  y  of  the  inn,  so  1  was  told,  the  mos- 
quito pest  was  most  painfully  in  evidence.  Before 
this  year,  the  landlord  said,  ihey  had  uevei  had 
any  expei  ience  of  that  insect  in  Hashiba,  and  as  a 
consequence  I  found  the  eslahlishmenl  totally  un- 
provided with  any  means  of  defence  in  the  shape 
of  nets,  bul  I  was  promised  that  on  my  return  I 
should  find  one  in  readiness.  It  was  a  linle 
puzzling  to  understand  why  the  immunity  from 
the  worry  should  have  been  thus  disturbed,  and  I 
failed  to  obtain  any  reasonable  explanation,  not1 
could  I  discover  any  appreciable  change'  in  the 
circumstances  or  surrounding  of  the  little  moun- 
tain village  that  lluew  light  on  the  subject. 
Sometimes  one  finds  oneself  in  a  countiy  vil- 
lage at  a  compai  al  ively  low  level,  where  one  is 
quite  free  from  mosquitoes,  as,  for  instance,  I  had 
found  to  he  the  case  at  Funalsu  (1,540  feel); 
whilst  again  one  may  ascend  one  or  two  thousand 
feet  and  be  very  differently  situated.  So  whilst 
the  position,  sin  rounding  vegetation,  etc.,  of  one 
place  may  make  it  a  moi  e  congenial  spot  for  the 
mosquito's  happy  hunting-ground  than  another 
would  be,  it  was  odd  to  find  that  in  the  same 
locality,  whose  position  and  suiroundings  were 
pet  foice  unaltet  ed,  the  creature  should  make  so 
unexpected  an  appeaiance  as  this. 

The  afternoon  following  my  aiiival  at  Hashiba 
saw  me  on  the  way  to  Matsumolo,  in  another  steady 
downpour.  Al  Onoda,  about  1^  miles  from  Hashiba, 
I  found  a  picturesque  biidge  had  been  newly  built, 
and  as  the  road  has,  in  some  parts,  been  im- 
proved, whilst  neat  cottages  and  tea  houses  are 
rising  heie  and  there  along  its  edges,  it  is  likely 
lhat  (he  inci  eased  tiaffic  will  soon  hiing  jinrihi- 
slid  more  commonly  into  use  than  at  present  is 
the  case.  Crossing  fiom  the  left  to  the  right 
bauU  of  tlie  Adzusa-gawa  by  this  biidge  the  road 
at  length  passes  through  an  extensive  forest  of 
pines,  the  dense  foliage  of  which,  by  its  cool  shade 
and  fragrant  scent,  makes  the  walk  on  a  hot  sum- 
mer's day  a  delightful  experience,  whilst  on  a  wet 
one  it  affords  a  fair  amount  of  shelter  from  the 
showers.  The  wide-spi  eading  netwoi  k  of  the  in- 
teilacing  iooIs,  though,  forms  one  of  (he  chief 
drawbacks  to  jinrikisha  tiaffic  through  the  wood, 
and  as  for  some  distance  the  only  alternative  is 
an  almost  impossible  tug  over  a  long  stretch  of 
smooth  stones,  varying  in  size  from  a  racquet-ball 
to  a  football,  the  path,  except  for  the  pedestrian,  is 
rather  trying.  For  this  1  easouj'inrikisha  are  seldom 
found  on  the  road,  excepting  at  Murasaki — the 
eastern  edge  of  the  foiest — and  Matsumoto. 

A  pleasant  greeting,  supplemented  by  most 
assiduous  attention,  awaited  me  on  my  arrival  at 
the  Shinauoya,  from  Sasai  Moloji,  my  host  of 
former  yeais,  and  be  appealed  to  enter  into  my 
plans  for  some  new  expeditions  in  the  Japanese 
Alps,  with  ihe  keenest  interest.  But  whilst  thus 
giving  careful  attention  to  my  projects,  be  was  no 
less  eager  that  I  should  enter  into  his,  the  main 
thing  about  which  was  a  scheme  he  had  in  view 
for  building  an  hotel  of  the  like  that  Matsumolo 
had  never  seen.  This  remarkable  structure  was 
to  he  no  less  than  five  storeys  high,  one  section  of 
it  being  set  apart  for  the  sole  use  of  foreign  visi- 
tors (of  whom  at  present  be  has  about  three  a 
year).  Of  ibis  section,  one  of  the  rooms  was  to  be 
in  constant  pi  ocess  of  decoiation  with  the  photo- 
graphs of  all  those  guests  who  from  time  to  time 
should  pay  a  visit,  while  attached  to  each  likeness 
was  to  be  an  aulobiogi  aphical  sketch,  together  with 
sundry  other  interesting  items  of  information,  as  to 
their  dwellings,  occupations,  nationalities,  etc. 
The  way  in  which  my  friend  handled  the  topic  was 
exceedingly  interesting,  bul  bis  habit  of  flitting 
about  from  one  subject  lo  another  was  somewhat 
confusing.  In  almost  the  same  breath  with  which 
he  had  been  expatiating  upon  the  magnificence  of 
this  prospective  structure,  be  suddenly  came  down 
from  his  flights  of  fancy  to  the  realm  of  facts,  and 
astonished  me  with  the  request  for  a  loan  of  $25. 

"  But  how  are  you  going  to  build  your  five- 
stoiied  hotel  next  year,  if  you  have  this  year  to 
ask  me  lend  you  twenty-five  dollars  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Oh,  that's  all  right,"  he  replied  "  there'll  be 
no  difficulty  in  getting  the  money  lor  it." 

"  But  where  is  it  coming  from  ?" 

"  On  I  shall  just  ask  a  friend  to  lend  it  to  me 
for  a  little  while." 


•'  But  supposing  your  fi  iend  hasn't  the  mom  y 
lo  lend  ?  " 

"  Oil,  thet  won't  matter,  I  shall  just  get  him 
to  hoi  row  it  from  some  one  who  lias  /  " 

Prom  which  conversation  it  may  he  lately  con- 
cluded that  any  foreign  tiavcllei  who  shall  chance 
10  meditate  a  visit  tn  Matsumolo  next  year  will 
scarcely  be  likely  lo  find  accomodation  in  the 
pagoda-like  election  which  my  hosl's  ambitious 
desiies  piompted  him  to  plan.  And  in  my  own 
mind  I  shall  hencefoitb  not  fail  to  locale  in  the 
same  (.111  region  both  the  Matsumolo  "inn  of 
five  stoteys"  and  the  proverbial  Chdteaux  en 
Espagne. 

But  In-  Wris  an  interesting  individual,  this  vola- 
tile landlord  of  mine,  and  though  I  have  never 
seen  or  heard  more  of  cei  tain  magnificent  presents, 
with  promises  of  which  he  prefaced  his  informa- 
tion about  the  hotel  and  the  request  for  the  loan, 
tbeie  were  matters  in  which  he  showed  much  leadi 
ness  to  assist  the  furtherance  of  my  plans,  both  in 
giving  me  infoimatiou  about  the  mountains  when 
lie  possessed  it,  and  in  running  hither  and  thithei 
to  procure  is  elsewhere  if  he  did  not. 

One  of  my  main  objects  in  levisiting  Matsumolo 
was  lo  make  arrangements  for  the  ascent  of 
Jonendake,  the  fine  triangular  peak  which  stands 
almost  due  east  of  Igai  i-gatake,  and  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  striking  featuies  of  the  view  of  the 
Japanese  Alps  as  seen  from  any  point  of  vantage 
on  their  eastern  side.  My  attention  was  first  at- 
tracted by  its  symmetrica*!  outlines  when,  towards 
the  close  of  a  clear  summer  afternoon  twoyeais 
ago,  I  found  myself  on  the  summit  of  the  Hofiikuji- 
loge,  the  principal  pass  which  crosses  a  parallel 
range  of  mountains  on  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Ihe  plain  of  Matsumolo.  I  was  then  making 
my  way  towards  the  great  peaks  for  the  first 
time,  and  then  and  tbeie  I  felt  my  heait  was 
lost  lo  them,  a  true  case  of  "  love  at  first 
sight,"  happily  destined  not  to  diminish  bul  to 
grow  moi  e  ardent  as  closer  acquaintance  only 
served  to  discover  fresh  attractions.  The  view 
but  st  so  suddenly  and  so  unexpectedly  upon  our 
astonished  gaze  lhat  it  was  hard  to  lealize  that  it 
was  in  Japan  al  all,  and  not  in  a  land  whose 
mountain  forms  were  far  more  majestic  than  those 
with  which  one  usually  associates  the  sunny  slopes 
and  rounded  summits  of  the  hills  of  the  Land  of 
the  Rising  Sun.  How  gi  and  and  solemn  the  silent 
waves  of  the  dark  peaks  and  r  idges  rose  !  "  Range 
beyond  range  of  swelling  hill  and  iron  rock  for 
ever  to  claim  kindred  with  the  firmament  and  be 
accompanied  hy  the  clouds  of  heaven."  Ti  uly  the 
prospect  will  ever  abide  as  one  of  tin?  choicest 
possessions  that  memory  holds. 

A  few  days  later,  when  near  the  summit  of 
Yai  iga-take,  a  closer  view  of  ihe  shapely  pyramid 
of  JSuen  dake  greeled  us,  but  no  oppoitunity, 
either  lhat  year  or  the  following,  was  presented 
for  the  ascent.  This  year,  though,  f  hoped  to  find 
it  feasible,  and  my  hopes  were  raised  high  by  the 
confident  assutance  of  my  Matsumolo  landlord 
thai  be  would  be  able  to  obtain  me  the  help  I 
needed  for  their  fulfilment.  Accoi  dingly,  during 
my  sojourn  under  his  roof,  he  posted  off  westwards 
to  a  village  on  the  western  outskiits  of  the  plain 
where  he  expected  lo  be  able  lo  secure  if  1  e  services 
of  a  hunter  who  knew  the  way  lo  the  mountain 
and  would  be  willing  to  pilot  me  thither.  But 
alas  for  the  fallacy  of  such  hopes  as  mine  !  His 
leturii  from  the  quest  was  but  to  bring  the 
same  old  story  as  had  already  twice  driven  me 
back  from  Kasa-dake  without  even  selling  a 
foot  on  the  mountain — the  stream,  which  had 
lo  be  crossed  high  up  a  rugged  valley  near  ihe 
base  of  the  peak,  had  been  robbed  by  recent 
rains  of  its  only  biidge,  and  until  this  had  been 
replaced  no  passage  could  be  effected.  Sasa, 
said  be,  bad  tried  to  induce  the  mstics  at  the 
village  to  build  a  temporary  structui e,  offeiingto 
purchase  the  pine-poles  of  which  it  would  be  made 
as  soon  as  our  expedition  was  over,  but  all  in  vain. 
In  a  fortnight,  they  said,  il  would  be  all  right,  for 
a  biidge  would  by  then  have  been  thrown  across 
the  broad  torrent  by  ihe  local  poweis  that  be,  and 
there  would  be  no  difficulty.  But  1115'  plans  would 
not  admit  of  so  long  a  delay,  and  once  again  I  was 
compelled  to  accepl  the  inevitable,  with  the  re- 
flection that  some  subsequent  traveller  would  have 
a  treat  in  store  indeed  in  the  actual  accomplish- 
ment of  an  expedition  up  the  beautiful  peak,  which 
I  had  been  only  allowed  to  look  on,  to,  long  for, 
but  not  to  approach. 

Having  very  pleasant  recollections  of  a  visit 
last  year  to  the  luxurious  baths  of  Asama  no-yu,  a 
village  situated  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  north-east 
of  Matsumoto,  I  again  betook  myself  thither,  but 
found  to  my  regret  that  the  spacious  premises  of 
the  Ume-no-yu  were  closed,  the  landlord  of  the  inn 
having  failed.  However,  a  pleasant  alternative 
remained  in  the  shape  of  another  establishment 
designated,  somewhat  confusingly,  as  the  '*  Nishi 
ishi-yama-ya,"  and  here  I  spent  a  few  pleasant 


hours  of  doli. c  far  niente,  bathing  and  lunching, 
bathing  again  and  afternoon  tci-uig  in  agreeable 
alternation,  A  grand  night's  sleep  (a  not  too 
Irequenl  occuneiice  hitherto)  and  then  a  delightful 
Sunday's  rest  were  more  than  enough  to  make  one 
feel  fit  enough  for  lire  remaining  item        my  list  „f 

expedition*  in  tins  neighbourhood.  Monday  mom- 
lllg  woke  me  to  slail  back  once  more  for  Hashiba, 
on  the  way  to  lbs  finest  of  all  ihe  great  granite' 
giants  ol  the  range. 

VVI  en  first  I  told  Sasa  of  my  plans  he  had  read- 
ily volunteered  to  accompany  me,  but  on  Monday 
in  lining,  just  as  I  was  finishing  my  packing  and 
gelling  ready  lo  go,  became  to  say  be  had  receiv- 
ed a  leller  telling  of  the  death  of  a  fi  iend  at  whose 
funeral  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  he  present. 
Still,  he  said,  it  wouldn't  matter,  as  he  had  been 
able  to  obtain  a  substitute  who  was  not  only  an  ex- 
pei ienced  climber,  but  who  also  had  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  ihe  mountains  lo  which  I  was 
going.  Moieover,  be  was  an  exceptionally  estim- 
able person  who,  for  the  sake  of  the  friendship  he 
boie  to  Sasa  himself,  would  do  all  that  lay  in  bis 
power  lo  render  me  assistance.  Sasa  had  known 
him,  be  said,  fiom  childhood,  and  had  the  greatest 
regaid  for  himself  and  lespect  for  bis  ability. 
What  Mr,  Nakazawa's  estimate  of  Sasa  was,  and 
how  far  the  affection  and  esteem  were  recip- 
rocated did  not  transpire  until  a  few  days 
later  on.  I  felt  fortunate  in  gaining  so  able 
an  ally,  and  in  spile  of  a  falling  barometer 
one's  spiiils  rose  as  I  once  more  traveised  the 
broad  stretch  of  plain  and  plunged  into  the  shad- 
ows of  the  pine-foiest  that  lay  between  Matsumoto 
and  Hashiba,  the  latter  place  being  my  starting- 
point  for  the  expedition  on  which,  after  two  years' 
longing  unfulfilled  through  lack  of  oppoitunity,  I 
had  al  last  managed  to  make  a  beginning.  A 
journey  of  some  four  hours,  including  a  rest  of  45 
minutes  for  lunch,  took  us  lo  our  destination,  on 
arriving  at  which  my  companion  forthwith  went 
off  in  seaich  of  a  hunter-friend  of  his  who  was 
likely  to  be  the  best  person  to  apply  to  for  help 
and  guidance.  The  results  of  the  interview  I  did 
not  leain  till  the  following  morning,  as  I  retired  to 
futon  at  an  eaily  hour,  conscious,  however,  lhat 
as  night  fell,  and  with  it  a  steady  rain  and  still 
lowei  ing  barometer,  thei  e  would  be  litlle  chance  for 
ihe  present  of  our  being  able  to  do  much  towards 
neaiing  our  goal.  The  repoit  I  leceived  on  the 
morrow  only  confirmed  my  forebodings,  particu- 
larly as  the  rain  continued,  and  every  hour  the  swift 
waleis  of  the  Adzusa-gawa  rose  higher  and  grew 
moie  turbulent  as  they  huriied  noisily  by  the 
locky  headland  on  which  our  inn  was  peiched. 
Nakazawa  told  me  that  Kamonji,  the  hunter, 
would  be  unable  to  stai  t  to-day,  as  ihe  fullness  of 
the  streams  meant  plenty  of  fish,  and  be  could 
make  more  money  by  fishing  than  guiding,  although 
even  had  he  preferred  to  do  the  latter,  the  bad 
weather  would  have  made  it  impossible. 

On  my  asking  whether  Kamonji  thought  we 
could  climb  our  peak,  Nakazawa  assured  me  that 
we  could;  in  fact,  only  a  fortnight  before,  be,  in 
company  with  another  hunter  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, had  succeeded  in  piloting  to  its  highest  point 
an  official  of  ihe  War  Department,  who  had  been 
sent  lo  carry  out  a  survey  of  these  still  little  known 
and  rarely  visited  heights  and  valleys  of  the  central 
portion  of  the  Alps  of  Japan. 

But  all  the  same,  Kamonji  warned  us  that  the 
ascent  should  only  be  made  in  fine  weather,  as  the 
rocks  were  so  steep  that  the  climb  would  be  un- 
justifiably risky  should  rain  be  falling  al  the  time. 
Indeed,  the  official  in  question  had  himself  had  the 
narrowest  escape  of  losing  bis  life  near  the  summit 
of  the  mountain,  as  at  a  difficult  spot  he  made  a 
false  step  which  sent  him  flying  a  distance  of 
sixty  feet,  bumping  fro#m  rock  lo  rock  wilh  a 
violence  lhat  made  his  survival  a  matter  of  marvel. 
As  it  was,  he  was  ten  ibly  knocked  about,  although, 
strange  to  say,  no  bones  were  actually  broken, 
and  al  the  present  time  he  was  resting  at  a  but  in 
an  adjoining  valley,  having  been  carried  down  the 
mountain  by  the  hunters  who  had  led  him  to  the 
top.  It  was  the  first  time  tlie  loftiest  point  had 
been  1  eached,  Kamonji  said,  although  a  few  hunters 
and  others  had  at  times  made  the  ascent  of  sub- 
sidiary heights  rising  from  the  same  great  ridge. 

From  all  this  it  seemed  evident  that  one  had 
an  expedition  of  unusual  interest  in  store,  and 
as  I  was  unwilling  to  risk  failure  through  ill- 
considered  haste,  I  determined  to  wait  until  the 
weather  had  sufficiently  cleared  to  justify  a  move. 
As  the  rain  continued  to  fall  sleadily  most  of 
the  day  there  was  little  inducement  to  do  much 
walking,  though  once  or  twice  the  weariness 
of  staying  in  doors  prompted  me  to  don  my 
mackintosh  and  sally  forth  to  prowl  about  the  ins 
and  outs  of  the  forlorn  little  village  by  way  of 
variation,  On  one  occasion  I  found  myself  in  ihe 
courtyard,  or  rather  garden,  of  a  house  of  such 
spacious  proportions  as  I  could  scarcely  have  be- 
lieved to  exist  in  the  midst  of  such  an  insignificant 
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collection  61  collages  as  those  of  winch  Hashiba 
consists.  On  lh*  mats,  in  the  middle  of  ala.ge 
lofty  1  com  at  the  front,  sat  a  weatbei  beaten  1. 10  ol 
hunters  engaged  in  making  a  net,  whose  delicate 
silken  meshes,  loaded  at  iheexl.eme  edges  Willi 
fine  cylinders  of  lead,  were  in  contrast  witli  the 
horny,  wrinkled  hands  that  so  deftly  wove  them. 
The  face  of  one  of  ihe  men  seemed,  as  I  d.  ew  near 
the  pa.ty,  somewhat  familiar,  and  turned  out  to 
be  that  of  a  young  hunUM  I  employed  on  my  last 
expedition  ill  these  pa.  is.  So  I  was  hospitably 
received,  and  treated  with  as  much  courtesy  by 
these  untutored  peasants  as  if  I  had  been  a., 
honoured  guest  in  a  Tokyo  villa. 

On  my  way  back  to  the  inn,  I  noticed  a  pair  ol 
child's  tori  (straw  shoes)  hanging  above  the  door 
of  a  cottage,  and  on  enquiring  the  object,  was  told 
they  were  put  there  to  waid  off  the  ills  of  childhood 
from  the  juvenile  inmates  of  the  house.  A  curious 
story  was  told  me,  dining  the  day,  10  account  to 
the  origin  of  the  name  of  the  picturesque  bridge 
which  spans  the  Adzusa-gawa  just  above  the  point 
where  it  receives  the  stream  which  uses  near  the 
Tokugo-loge,  and  heie  flows  in  on  us  left  bank. 
ThebTidge  is  called  "  Zosui-bashi"  and  dates  b  om 
the  lime  when  Hashiba  on  the  light  and  Shunaj.ma 
0„  the  lefi  bank  we.  e  much  more  sepa.  ate  and  dis- 
tinct villages  than  they  can  now  be  couside.  ed  to  be. 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED.) 


The.e  is  nothing  veiynew  61  sta.llu.g  m  the 
latest  home  magazines.  The.e  seems  to  be  a  good 
chance  of  the  g.eat  Laske. -Steiuilz  match  being 
played  al  Havana.  The  Club  there,  with  its 
habitual  generosity,  having  offered  the  playe.s 
great  inducements  to  p.oceed  thither. 


CHESS. 


(All  Co,.,  m.nicat.ons  to  be  addressed  to  ElieCn«»«   Kl.  n  OB 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  86,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  II  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fiidays  from  I  to  11  p.m. 

Problem  No.  107. 
By  Dr.  S.  Gold. 


BLACK. 
Mr.  Wallace. 


n   Iff   §1  fc 


While  to  play  and  male  in  two  moves. 


Local  Chess  affairs  appear  to  be  waking-up. 
In  the  Championship  Contest  of  the  Yokohama 
Chess  Club  the  fiisl  lound  is  finished,  and  the 
winners  of  the  respective  beats  are  Messrs.  Schltt, 
Fardel,  Balk,  Pollak,  G.iffin,  and  Tennant. 

The  second  round  is  now  being  played  as  undet  : 
Schiff    versus  Griffin. 
Fardel  versus  Pollak. 
Balk     versus  Tennant. 


We  give  below,  from  the  British  Chess  Maga- 
zine, one  of  the  games  .  ecently  played  in  a  contest 
for  the  Chess  Championship  of  Austialia,  a  young 
aspirant  for  honours,  Mr.  Crane,  challenging  the 
present  champion,  Mr.  Wallace.  The  result  ol 
the  contest  was  that  Mr.  Wallace  easily  held  Ins 
ground  and  maintained  his  position  as  Champion. 
The  game  we  give  shows  Mr.  Crane  at  his  best, 
and  he  p.obably  has  a  future  befote  him  with  care 
and  further  expei  ience. 

Ruy  Lopez, 
notes  by  james  mason. 

WHITE. 
Mr.  Crane,  Jun. 

1  —  P  to  K  4  I_ p      K  4n 

2— Kt  to  KB  3  2— Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3_B  to  Kt  5  3— p  lnQ3? 

4-P  to  B  3 

•the  more  energetic  4  P  to  Q  4  is  justly  preferred.  White  At- 
velops  as  in  previous  cases  of  this  opening,  apparently  regardless 
of  variation  in  the  play  of  his  antagonist. 

4— Kt  to  B  3 
._P  „,  O  3  5-P  10  K  Kt  3 

6-Q  Kt  to  Q  2  6-B  to  Kt  2 

7  — Kt  to  B  sq.  7_Castles 

8-  B10R4  8— P10Q4 

9—  Q  to  K  2  9—  K<  10  K  sq. 

This  seems  inadvisable,  the  chance  of   P  to 

K  B  4  coming  in  soon  with  any  good  effect  being  small. 

,0— KU0K13  10-CM0Q3 
II— Castles  I  I— B  to  Q  2 

Seriously  obstructing  the  movements  of  the  Queen, 
and  the  indirect  cause  of  future  trouble. 

12_P  takes  P!  12-Q  lakes  P 

13 -  B  to  Kt  3  13-Q  10  Kl  4 

The  Oueen  should  now  go  to  R  4.  She  would  not  be 
very  "vveTl  placed  there,  of  course  :  but  retreat  ...  the  centre 
proves  rather  worse. 

14—  B  to  Q  B  4 

To  drive  the  Queen  back  to  K  2     If  now  ............  Q  to  R  4  or 

R^  the  knight  pawn  would  attack,  with  probable  advantage  to 

White.  „ 

14— O  (O  B  4 

1  c  — Kt  to  K  A  !  15— Q  t0  K  2 

16 —  B  to  K  Kt  5  16-KH0B3 

Interposing  Bishop  would  be  better.  If  then 1  17  Kt 
take's  B.  Kt  takes  Kt :  .8  Kt  to  Q  2,  Q  to  Q  3.  and  he  might  hope 
to  escape  numeFical  loss. 

17—  K  Kt  to  Q  2 

White  it  seems  must  win  something  now,  17   P  to  K 

R  3  giving  up  the  pawn,  appears  to  be  Black's  best  resource. 

17— Kt  10  Q  R  4 

  After  this  the  piece  cannot  be  J"^ 

B  to  B  4  would  be  useless  on  account  of  18  P  to  K.  Kt  4,  *c. 
The  move  of   P  to  K  R  3  is  made  too  late. 

18—  Q  to  B  3  18— Kt  takes  B 
1Q—P  takes  Kt  19— B  to  B  4 
20-PtoKKi4!  20-P10KR3 
21  — B  takes  Kt             21— B  takes  B 

22-P  takes  B  22-^-P  to  B  3 

2._Q  to  R  3  23— K  to  R  2 

24-  K  to  R  sq.  24-Q  R  J"  Q  ^q- 

25-  R  to  K  Kt  sq.  25- P  to  K  Kt  4 

26  — Kt  takes  B  ch.         26— Q  takes  Kl 

27  — Kt  to  K  4  27— Resigns. 
Kt  takes  P  ch.,  &c,  cannot  now  be  prevented.  So 

f»ri'this"is  the  shortest  game  in  the  match,  and  the  least  well- 
played  by  Mr.  Wallace. 


["Special"  Telegram  vo  "Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  January  22. 
The  Russian  Volunteer  steamer  Nambojjt 
arrived  at  this  port  yesterday,  bound  to  Vladi- 
vostok, with  the  usual  cargo,  but  she  will  pro- 
bably be  compelled  to  remain  until  the  spring, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  ice-breaking  steamer 
Silatch  to  keep  the  port  of  Vladivostock  open. 

Nagasaki,  January  24. 
Word  has  reached  this  that  the  port  of  Vladi- 
vostock is  open,  and  the  volunteer  steamer 
Tarnboff  leaves  for  her  destination  on  Friday. 

[Specially  Telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Daily  Mail."] 
(From  the  "  North  China  Daily  Newo",1. 

London,  January  17. 
The  riots  in  Sicily  continue,  and  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  despatch  to  the  scene  a  re- 
inforcement of  5,000  troops  from  Palermo.  It 
is  stated  that  the  calling  out  of  the  reserves  is 
the  cause  of  the  rioting  in  this  province.  At 
Massa  a  large  number  of  anarchists  paraded  the 
streets  and  then  attacked  the  barracks.  The 
mob  was  dispersed  by  the  military,  several  of 
the  former  being  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Parish  Councils  Bill  has  been  read  a 
first  time  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

There  is  much  disorder  in  Leghorn,  where 
the  shops  have  been  closed  on  account  of  the 
disturbances,  which  are  believed  to  be  part  of 
the  general  movement  which  is  being  fomented 
by  revolutionary  plotters. 

January  10. 
A  memorial  has  been  issued  by  the  Radicals 
which  urges  upon  Sir  William  Harcourt  the 
advisability  of  introducing  a  democratic  Budget, 
raising  the  income-tax  and  certain  duties  by  a 
graduated  scale  and  freeing  breakfast-table 
commodities.  Sir  William  Harcourt  has  pro- 
mised to  consider  the  matter. 

January  19. 
A  state  of  siege  has  been  declared  in  the 
Provinces  of  Massa,  Carrara,  and  other  places 
in  Northern  Italy. 

The  Empress  of  Russia  is  suffering  from  in- 
fluenza and  fever. 

January  20. 
It  is  reported  that  France  intends  proposing 
the  despatch  of  an  expedition  to  Madagascar  in 
order  to  impose  a  protectorate  similar  to  the 
control  existing  at  Tunis. 

The  Prussian  Budget  shows  a  deficit  ol 
seventy  million  marks,  which  will  be  covered 
by  a  new  loan. 

The  French  Government  has  appointed  a 
Special  Commission  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  Navy. 


The  long-lalked-of  match  between  the  Yoko- 
hama and  Tokyo  Chess  Clubs  is  definitely  fixed 
fo.  Sal...  day  ..ex.,  the  3.  d  Feb.  nary,  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole,  Tokyo,  Play  from  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m., 
after  which  the  teams  dine  together  al  the  hos 
pitable  board  of  the  Tokyo  Chess  Club.  By  mutual 
consent,  Mr.  R-  A.  Mowai,  the  President,  of  the 
Yokohama  Chess  Club,  will  act  as  umpiie  and  ad 
judicator  of  unfinished  games. 

The  following  a.e  the  teams  as  at  present  a.  - 
1 anged  :  — 

TOKYO.  YOKOHAMA. 

Cox.  Balk. 

McGee.  Balavus. 

Madeley.  Davieson. 

Mason.  Fardel. 

Moslhaf.  Kuhn. 

Munziuger.  Mendelson. 

Patlon.  Pollak. 

Pownall.  Schiff. 

Walz.  Squier. 

White.  Tennant. 

It  was  expected  that  Mr.  Griffin,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Yokohama  Chess  Club,  would  have  been 
able  to  play  for  his  Club  :  but  his  tecent  severe  ill- 
ness has  put  him  out  of  the  list  of  combatants  on 
the  present  occasion. 


') 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 
—  ♦ 

(Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail. 

London,  January  20. 
The  Chamber  «of  Deputies  has  adopted  the 
Franco-Siamese  Treaty. 

London,  January  21. 

Jabez  Balfour  has  been  arrested  in  Argentina. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  has  amended  the  Tariff  Bill  by  abolish- 
ing the  sugar  bounties,  the  amendment  to  lake 
effect  immediately. 

London, January  23. 

Great  indignation  is  felt  in  British  military 
circles  at  Cairo  in  consequence  of  the  Khedive  s 
criticisms  of  the  British  officers  and  the  troops, 
and  a  serious  crisis  is  feared.  The  Earl  of 
Rosebery  has  instructed  Lord  Cromer  to  request 
the  Khedive  to  publicly  praise  the  troops  and 
dismiss  the  native  Secretary  for  War,  but  the 
Khedive  has  so  far  declined  to  do  so. 

The  financial  crisis  in  Italy  is  becoming 
worse  daily. 


(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Osaka,  Jan.  23,  2.40  p.m. 
H.I.H.  Prince  Kitashirakawa,  returued  here 
yesterday  from  Hirakata,  where  he  had  been 
reviewing  the  troops  under  his  command. 

The  Association  of  Farmers,  Manufacturers, 
and  Merchants  was  dissolved  to-day. 

Nagasaki,  Jan.  23,  1.17  p.m. 
Viscount  Matsudaira,  ex-Chief  of  the  Shima- 
bara  clan,  left  for  the  capital  yesterday. 

Tsu,  Jan.  23,  2.34  p.m. 
Fire  broke  out  at  Matsusaka  last  night  and 
destroyed  eighteen  houses. 

Utsunomiya,  Jan.  23,  1.12  p.m. 
Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  has  left  for  Tokyo.  Some 
fifty  Radical  soshi  have  entered  the  First  Elec- 
tion District. 

Kagoshima,  Jan.  22. 

The  contest  in  the  election  of  members  of 
the  Town  Assembly  between  the  business  class 
and  the  Dokuritsu  Club  has  ended  in  the  vic- 
tory of  the  former. 

Osaka,  January  23,  6.36  p.m. 

The  Tokushima  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  states 
that  a  letter  despatched  by  Mr.  Abe  Okito,  of 
Osaka,  and  received  by  Mr.  Takechi  Shoichi, 
of  Tokushima,  was  opened  before  it  reached 
the  latter.  He  at  once  proceeded  to  interview 
the  Director  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Office. 
The  Director  promised  to  return  Mr.  Takechi  a 
satisfactory  answer  after  due  inquiry  into  the 
matter. 


Jan.  27,  1S94.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY    M  All. 
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Kagoshima,  Jan.  24,  12.30  p.m. 

About  2.50  this  morning  a  destructive  fire 
broke  out  in  a  house  at  Kinseiclio,  and  by  7.30 
a.m.  Nakamaslii,  Iligashisengoku-babacho,  Ya- 
manokuchi-babacho,  and  Yamasliitacbo  were 
reduced  to  aslies.  Five  hundred  and  three 
houses  were  completely  destroyed,  besides 
eight  godowns  and  twelve  out-houses.  Four 
men  were  burnt  to  death,  and  another  was  some- 
what seriously  injured. 

Osaka,  Jan.  24,  3  35  p.m. 

Some  electors  of  the  Fifth  District  intend  to 
nominate  Mr.  Seki  Yoshiomi,  ex-Governor  of 
Tokushima,  as  their  candidate. 

Jan.  24,  3.08  p.m. 

Viscount  Matsudaira,  ex-Chief  of  the  Shima- 
bara  clan,  accompanied  by  four  attendants  ar- 
rived at  Kobe  this  morning.  The  party  left  for 
Tokyo  by  the  9  02  a.m.  train  from  Sannomiya. 

Sasayama,  Tango,  January  23. 

A  forest  fire  occurred  on  a  Government  estate 
at  Hiokimura  on  the  22nd  at  3  p.m.,  and  burnt 
until  9  p.m.,  by  which  time  great  damage  had 
been  done. 

Osaka,  Jan.  25.  3.10  p.m. 

A  telegraphic  message  from  the  Korean 
Agency  of  the  Osaka  Mercantile  Shipping  Co., 
reached  here  yesterday,  requesting  the  despatch 
of  the  Shirakawa  Maru,  which  is  arranged  to 
leave  to-morrow  for  Jinsen  vid  Fusan.  This 
request  is  said  to  have  been  made  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recision  of  the  Edict  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  rice  from  Korea,  which  come 
into  force  on  Chinese  New  Year's  Day. 

Kochi,  January  25,  9  p.m. 

The  Headman  and  the  Assistant  Headman 
of  Moroki,  Agawa  District,  have  been  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  embezzling  official  moneys. 

Toyama,  January  25,  3.45  p.m. 

Messrs.  Shimada  Takayuki,  Takebe  Kibun, 
and  Inagaki  Shimesu  have  presented  themselves 
as  candidates  in  the  general  election. 

Osaka,  Jan.  25,  3.20  p.m. 

A  Disciplinary  Court  te  examine  the  case  of 
Mr.  Seo  Kan,  an  advocate  of  the  Tokushima 
Bar,  opens  in  the  Osaka  Court  of  Appeal  to- 
morrow. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 4.  

THE   NEXT   MAIL   IS  DUE 


gasaki.and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K.  Friday,  Jan.  a6th. 

From  America              per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Jan.  a8th.» 

From  America               per  P.  M.  Co.  Monday,  Feb.  5th. f 

From  Hongkong           per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Jan.  27th.! 

From  Hongkong            per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Thursday,  Feb.  ist.S 

From  Hongkong            per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Feb.  ist.ll 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong              ..  per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Feb.  4th.f 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  Feb.  19th. 


*  Gaelic  left  San  Francisco  on  January  9th.  t  City  <■/  Peking  left 
San  Francisco  on  January  18th.  t  Ancona  left  Kobe  on  January 
ajth.  \  Oc/anic  left  Hongkong  on  January  35th.  II  Empitss  0/ 
China  left  Hongkong  on  January  24th.  %  Safhalien  with  French 
mail)  left  Hongkong  on  January  a6th. 


THE   NEXT   MAIL  LEAVES 


For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  Lloyd  Sunday,  Jan.  a8th. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.Co.  Sunday,  Jan.  28th. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki   per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  Jan.  30th. 

For  Canada,  8tc   per  C.  P.  R.  Co  Friday,  Feb.  and 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Feb.  3rd. 

For  Victoria,  B.C., and 

Tacoma,  Wdsh    per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  Feb.  3rd. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  8c  O  Co.  Saturday,  Feb.  3rd. 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  Eeb.  loth. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  Feb.  aoth. 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 

 ♦  

ARRIVALS. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  I,2j86,  J.  Nirei, 
201I1  January, — Yokkaichi  19'h  January,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha. 

Ise  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  J.  Iwata,  20th 
January, — Hakodate  l8tli  January,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  Daniel  Friele, 
201I1  January, — Hongkong  via  ports  13th  Janu- 
ary, Mails  and  General. — P.  M.  S  S.  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Eltstrand, 
20tli  January, —  Kobe  19th  January,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  lktsei,  201  fi 
January, —  Kobe  191I1  January,  General.  —  Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 


20lh  January, — Oiam  viA  porta  161I1  January, 

General, — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Meiji  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,010,  Nakao 

Mnsakiyn,  21st  January, —  Kobe  201I1  January, 

Sloi  es. —  Lighthouse  Drpai  Imriil. 
Oceanien,   Fiench  sleamer,  2,127,  Schmitz,  21st 

January, — Mai  seillesioih  December,  Hongkong 

13th  January,  Shanghai  17th,  and  Kobe  20th, 

Mail  sand  Genet  al. — Messagei  ies  Mai  ilimes  Co. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall, 

R.N.R.,  22nd  January, — Vancouver,  B.C.,  8th 

January,  Mails  and  General.—  Frazar  &  Co. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

22nd  January,— Yokkaichi  21st  Januaiy,  Gene- 
ral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Higo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  860,  J.  Jones,  22nd 

Januaiy, —  Hakodate  20lh  January,  Geneial. — 

Nippon  Yueeil  Kaisha. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 

Sommer,  22nd  Januaiy, —  Kobe  2Isl  Januaiy, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 

23rd  January, — Otaiu,  Coal. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  231  d 

Januaiy, —  Nagasaki   19th  Januaiy,  Coal  and 

Geneial. — Milsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  Shima- 

dzu,  231  d  Januaiy, — Hakodate  191I1  January, 

General.  — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 

23rd  January, — Yokkaichi  22nd  January,  Gene- 
ral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

231  d  Januaiy, — Oiam  via  ports  191I1  January, 

Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Keemun,    Biitish   steamer,    1,985,    Castle,  24th 

Januaiy, — London  via  ports.  General. — W.  M. 

Strachan  &  Co. 
loyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   684,  M. 

Matsumolo,  24th  January, — Kobe  23rd  January, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

24th  January, — Yokkaichi  231  d  Januaiy,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Telamon,  British  steamer,  1,555,  241''  January, — 

Liverpool  via    poi  ts,   Geneial. — Butlei  field  & 

Swii  e. 

Aglaia,  German  steamer,  1,666,   Petersen,  251I1 

Januaiy, —  Hamburg    via    poi  ts,    Geneial. — 

Simon,  Evers  &  Co, 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1, 168,  Crichlon, 

251I1  January, — Olaru  via  ports  20lh  January, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

25th  January, — Kobe  241!)  January,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  H.  Waller, 

261I1  Januaiy, — Hongkong  20th  Janauiy,  Mails 

and  General. — H.  Ahrens  &  Co.,  Nachf. 
Ise  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  J.  Iwata,  12th 

Januaiy, — Oginohama  26th  January,  General. 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Kobe  Maru, Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell,  26th 

Januaiy, — Shanghai  and  poits,  20th  Januaiy, 

Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,286,  J.  Nirei, 

26th  Januai  y,— Yokkaichi  25th  January,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Aiai, 

26th  Januaiy, —  Kobe  25th  Januaiy,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Ancona,  Biitish  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mudie, 

261I1  January, —  Hongkong  19'h,  Nagasaki  23rd, 

and  Kobe  25th  January,  Mails  and  General. — 

P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 
Glenshiel,   Biitish   steamer,  2,240,  R.   D.  Jones, 

20th  Januaiy, —  Loudon   via  ports,  Geneial. — 

Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  sleamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

20th   January, — Yokkaichi,  General.  —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Irene,    Geiman    sleamer,   1,630,   Schuder,  21st 

January,  —  Hamburg    via    ports,    General. — 

Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iklsei,  21st 

January, — Shinagawa,  General.— Nada  Kogio 

Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

2ist  January, — Kobe,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
2Ist  Januaiy, — Yokkaichi,  General.  —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Ise  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  J.  Iwata,  22nd 
January, —  Oginohama,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Lancaster  (14),  U.S.  corvette,  Captain  McCoi  mack, 

22nd  Januai)  ,— New  Y01  k. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 

22"d  Januaiy, — Otaru  via   poris,    General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Empress  of  India,  Hi  ilish  sic. unci  ,  (,'jo-i,  Maishali, 
R.N.R,,  22ud  January, —  Hongkong  via  poi  ts, 
Mails  and  General. —  Fiazai  &  (Jo. 

Htgo  Muru,  Japanese  steamer,  860,  J .  Jones,  231  d 

JanuMi  y,— Kobe,      Geneial.  —  Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  Daniel  Fiiele, 
23rd  Januaiy, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neial.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  sleamer,  952,  Shiina- 
dzu,  23rd January, — Hakodate,  Geneial. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 
23id  January, — Shanghai  and  polls,  Mails  and 
Geneial.  —  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Retriever,  American  schooner,  75,  H.  J.  Snow, 
241I1  January, — Noith  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
T.  M.  Laffin. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  241.11 
Januaiy, — Moji,  Light.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 
241I1  January,— Kobe,  General. —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 
Sommer,  24th  January, — Otaru  via.  poris,  Gene- 
ral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  sleamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
241I1  January,— Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
25th  Januaiy, — Yokkaichi,  Geneial. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  Matsu- 
molo, 25th  January,— Kobe,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Maud  S ,  British  schooner,  97,  R.  E.  McKeil,  26th 
Januai  y, — N01  th  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Capt . 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  from 
Yokkaichi  : — 7  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  from  Hongkong 
via  poits: — Mrs.  Sewell  and  sister,  and  Mr. 
Neubei  I  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  from  Hako- 
date via  ports  : — Messrs.  J.  W.  HhII,  K.  Sui  Tong, 
and  Ushiyama  in  cabin  and  30  passengers  in 
steerage. 

Per  French  steamer  Oceanien,  from  Marseilles 
via  ports  :  —  Mr.  Uchida,  Mr.  Nukurai,  Mr.  Ta- 
guchi,  Rev.  Domain,  Mr.  J.  Rosenthal,  Mr. 
Suzuki,  Mr.  Stein,  Mr.  Seuclii  Tsuta,  Mr.  Vei - 
noux,  Comte  d'Hunolslein,  Mr.  Lafage  dfc  Mi- 
chaux,  Comle  d'Hunolstein,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss 
Giacey,  Mr.  Ullmann,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Heinlein, 
Captain  MacMillan,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Schlee, 
Mr.  Sellier,  Mr.  Vendrelle,  Mr.  Yoshikawa,  Mr. 
Saphiere,  Mr.  Bernard,  and  Mr.  Daiquet  in  cabin. 

Per  Biitish  sleamer  Empress  of  India,  fiom 
Vancouver,  B.C.: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Dr. 
and  Mis.  Cross,  Mr.  P.  C.  Patton,  Lieutenant 
Cammilte  Ricciardi,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Beikeley, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  Lockhail,  Miss  Gibbs,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mason,  Rev.  Syle  Way,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blum,  Mr.  Slutchbury,  Miss  Maiks,  and  Dr. 
Reiss  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  fiom 
Yokkaichi : — Messrs.  Okada  and  Nakase  in  second 
class  and  27  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  from  Otaru 
via  poi  ts  : — Mrs.  Devine,  Captain  and  Mrs.  C. 
W.  Crosby  and  Iwo  children,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Tsu- 
noda  Touru,  Mr.  Watanabe  Kumashiro,  and  Mr. 
Ikeda  Naori  in  cabin  ;  5  passengers  in  second 
class,  and  59  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  from  Otaru 
via  poits: — I  passenger  in  cabin  ;  2  passengers  in 
second  class,  and  28  passengers  in  steeiage. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  fiom  Kobe: 
— Mr.  H.  Hirata  in  cabin  and  16  passengers  in 
sleerage. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  from  Hong- 
kong : — Mr.  Lo  Tai  Sang  in  second  class  and  19 
Chinese  and  Arabs  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  poits: — Messrs.  Wong  Sin  Chee,  Win. 
Laird,  John  Laird,  S.  Yanagi,  and  Captain  James 
in  cabin  ;  Mr.  Y.  Uyeda  in  second  class,  and  121 
passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  from 
Yokkaichi  : — I  passenger  in  second  class  and  22 
passengers  in  steeiage,  and  299  emigrants  for 
Hakodate. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  from  Hongkong 
via  poits-.— Miss  Dauburn,  Staff-Surgeon  and 
Mrs.  Todd,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Bai  hour,  and  Mr.  W. 
E.  Newham  in  cabin.  Passengers  booked  to 
Yokohama  who  disembarked  at  Kobe  :  Miss  H. 
S.  Spicer  and  Miss  Evans  in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Pet  Japanese  steamer    Yokohama  Maru,  for 
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Miss 
Mis. 


Shanghai  and  ports  :-Miss  E.  Swu.uey, 
Murrly.  Miss  Panose,  Mrs.  E.  W^Ceise, 
1  lones  M.s.  Hoi ri,  Mr.  anil  Mrs,  D.  B.Tayh,., 
Mr.andM.s.  Evans,  Captain  MacMHIan,  Captain 
James,  Master  James,  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Borroll, 
"Messrs.  R.  Kirby.  MarooUa,  I.  Horii.attdT 
TanaUa  in  cabin  ;  Messrs.  Teramo  o,  M.  K.ta- 
bara,  and  T.  Aimoto  ill  second  class,  and  32 
passengers  in  steerege. 


Sos.  28(32 
Sos.  28/32 
Sos.  38/  |2 


No. 
So. 


No. 
No 


3", 
1  »s, 


CARGOES. 
Per  American  steamer  Peru,  for  San  Francisco:— 


I  H  A  nc i act 

Shanghai    85 

Hyogo    — 

Yokohama  •••  1,656 
Hongkong   ...  20 


tk  a  . 

n8w  mon*  othbr 

york*  chicago.  trsal.  cities. 


modeiateto  f.  esh  noithe.ly  and  north-east  gale 
and  Illicit  willi  rain.    An  ived  at  Yokohama  at 

4"  The  "Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain 
Sakai,  leports:— Left  Kobe  the  24th  January  at 
12  20  p.m.  ;  had  gentle  southerly  b.  eeze  and  cloudy 
weather  till  Oshima  ;  thence  moderate  breeze  and 
rainy  weather  till  Omai  saki  ;  thence  wind  shifted 
to  east  with  heavy  sea,  and  barometer  falling  down 
quickly.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  25th  January 
at  9  35  p.m. 

The  German  steamer  Number g,  Captain  Hugo  |  business. 
Waller,  ,  epo.  ts  :— Left  Hongkong  the  20th  Janu- 
ary at  521  a.m.;  until  Turnabout  fresh  E.N.fc.. 


Medio...    37  75  to  38.25 

Coo.!  to  Uest   38  50  to  39  75 

Medium  to  llest    43  5°-  *°  45  5° 

twofold    42  00  lo  43  00 

I  wo-fold    47-50  to  40.50 


20s,  Homhay 
16s,  Homhay 


MIM'AI.S. 


Buyers  show  rather  moie  inclination  to  operate, 
but  the  heavy  fall  in  Exchange  causes  holders  to 
aise  their  quotations  and  thus  temporarily  to  stop 


;  otal.. 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

Yokohama 


•,755 


total 


594 

298 

132  — 

— 

298 

963 

132  — 

SILK 

t  AN 

NEW 

r  K  A  NCISCU  . 

YORK 

HARTFORD. 

434 

59 

508 

—  1,001 

TOT  .  L. 
699 
298 
2,15" 
20 


—  3,M 


434 

59 
508 


1,001 

i  steamer   Yokohama  Maru,  fo. 
Shanghai  and  ports  :  -Treasure,  $389,200.00. 

REPORTS. 
The  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  Captain  J. 


ai  y  ai  v^i   a.m.  ,    -  — 

to  N.N.E.  winds  and  rather  rough  sea;  ^"'"g1' 
the  Eastern  Sea  had  strong  winds  from  N-E.  to 
S  E.  to  E.  will,  high  choppy  inegula.  sea  and 
bigh  easterly  swell  ;  on  the  coast  of  Japan  up  to 
Siwo  Point  stormy  and  squally  from  S.E.  th.ough 
south  and  west  to  north-west  with  a  boisterous 
ranging  sea  and  high  not  ih-easte.  ly  swell;  thence 
to  port  stiff  uoith-easleily  to  north-west  moderate 
winds  and  tough  sea,  overcast  sky,  rainy 
squally  throughout  the  voyage.  An  ived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  26th  Jauuaiy  at  8.45  a.m 

The  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  Captain  E 
W  Haswell,  reports  :— Left  Shanghai  the  20th 
January  at  9.30  a.m.  ;  had  fine  weather  and  light 
no.th-easte.ly  winds  same  continuing  until  arrival 
at  Nagasaki  the  2ist  at  midnight  and  left  the 
22nd  at  5  p.m.;  had  light  northerly  winds  and 
fine,  clear  weather  thioughout  the  passage, 
rived  at  Kobe  the  241I1  at  6  30  a.m.  and  left  the 
25th  at  noon  ;  had  light  b.eeze  and  cloudy,  rainy 
weather  same  continued  until  noon,  when 
fresh  breeze  and  cloudy   weather;  evening 

sh  N.N.W.  gale  with  rough  sea  until  the  261 
at  morning,  when  weather  mode,  ated  some  ton- 
tiduing  cloudy  to  arrival  at  Yokohama  the  2 
January  at  3  p.m 


had 
had 


\V   Ekst.and,  repo.ts  :-Left  Kobe  the  I9lh  Jan.. 
a.yat  noon;  had  moderate  westerly  winds  and 
fine   weather.     Arrived   at  Yokohama  lh< 
lanuary  at  4  25  p.m. 

The  lapanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain 
Sakai,  reports:— Left  Hakodate  the  l8lh  January 

at  8.45  *»•">•  5  1,ad  moderate  10  f-A«h  breeze  and,  j       -■  -      -  •  Takasago  Maru,  Captain 

fa.  wither  with  fo.lowing  sea     W^Oj^  Yokkaic./,he  25th  January 


nobama  the  19th  at  8  a.m.  and  left  again 
day  at  343  p.m.;  had  moderate  no.  ih-wesle,  ly 
breeze  and  fine  weather  throughout  the  passage. 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  20th  January  at  5.40  p.m 
The  lapanese  steamer  Higo  Maru,  Captain  J 
lones,  repo.ts  :— Left  Hakodate  the  201I.  Janua.y 
at  6.30  a.m.  ;  had  light  va.  iable  winds  and  calnis, 
dense  fog  with  snow;  at  8  a.m.  fog  clea.  ed  off  ; 
light  S.W.  winds  with  thick  snow,  land  obscuied  ; 
at  I  p.m.  strong  westerly  b.eeze  with  ha.d  squa 
accompanied  with  dense  snow,  high  sea  weather 
thick  with  snow;  at  8  p.m.  set  in  with  fine,  clear 
weather;  on  the  21st  gentle  to  moderate  N.W 
breeze    weather  fine  and  clear;  at   10. 15  a.m 
passed   Kinkasan;  from   Kinkasan  to  Inuboye 
which  was  passed  the  22nd  at  3  a.m.,  experienced 
strong  to  mode.ate  N.W.  b.eeze,  fresh  sea,  clear 
weather;  from  Inuboye  had  moderate  to  gentle 
N.  to  N.E.  b.eeze,  weather  fine  and  cleai  ;  passing 
Noshima  a.l  10.30  a.m. 

The  lapanese  steamer  Satsuma  Maru,  Captain 
Sommer,  ,  eports -.-Left  Kobe  the  21st  January 
at  4  p  m  ;  had  light  v.uiable  winds  and  fine  wea- 
ther to  Oshima;  thence  to  Rock  Island  moderate 
no.  th-weste.  ly  winds;  thence  lo  port  mode.ate 
easl-north-easte.ly  winds.  Arrived  at  Yokohama 
the  22nd  January  at  7  p.m. 

The  lapanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  Captain 
Nirei,  reports:-Left  Yokkaichi  the  22nd  Jan.iaiy 


at  10.4s-  a.m.  ;  had  fine  weather  and  strong  north- 
wesle.ly  gale  and  heavy  sea;  passed  Rock  Island 
at  IO.54  a.m.  on  the  261I.  ;  thence  to  port  cloudy 
weathe.  and  strong  north-easterly  breeze 
at  Yokohama  at  6  p.m; 


An  ived 


PSR  MOIL. 

flat  lla.s,  4  IMC*    *4-3°  '°  4  40 

flat  Mars,  J  inch    4  4°  >"  4  50 

Round  ami  s<|»a|e  ><l>  to  1  inch    3-35  to  3.45 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3  45  to  3-55 

Sheet  Iron   4-55  lo  4  70 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9  00  109.20 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    5  SO  lo  5.9° 

Tin  Plates,  per  Lox   6.10  to  6  30 

PiB  Iron,  No.  3    »-55  to  I.60 

KICK  OS  It  NIC 
The  market  continues  quiet  with  but  little  busi- 
ness doing.    American   Oil  shows  no  change,  but 
Russian  is  slightly  firmer  on  account  of  the  stock 
mining  low.    No  ai  rivals  1  eported. 

Chester    *'-8*i  to  1.87 

Comet    '-80   to  1.834 

Devoe   

Russian  Anchor   180   to  1.S24 

Russian  Moon    «-77i  to  1.80 

SIKJAR. 

Demand  for  Browns  has  been  well  maintained, 
but  no  very  g.  eat  activity  can  be  expected  until 
ihe  new  crop  comes  on  the  ma.ket.  Several  con- 
tracts have  been  made  for  vaiious  grades  "to 
arrive  "  at  advanced  rates,  and  any  shipments 
that  come  to  hand  are  quickly  taken  up  at  present 
quotations.  Whites  have  fallen  off  in  demand, 
id  close  lather  easier  for  some  grades. 

PER  PICUL. 

Hrown  Takao    ■■  Norn.  J4.40t04.50 

Brown  Manila    5-35  to  5-45 

Brown  Daitong   4-75  to  4.80 

Brown  Canton    4.70104.75 

White  lava  and  Penang   6.90  to  7.00 

White  Kenned   7  50109.10 


I,  A  TKS  T  C  OMMEK  CIA  L . 


,  had  fine  weather  afld  strong  breeze 
f.om  uo.lh-wesl  with  heavy  sea;  passed  Rock 
Island  at  7.35  a.m.  on  the  23rd;  thence  lo  port 
fine  wealher  and  light  north-easte. ly  breeze  and 
su.oolh  sea.    An  ived  at  Yokohama  at  2.30  a.m. 

The  lapanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  Captain 
Pende. , .  epo,  ts  :— Lefl  Hakodate  the  161I1  Janua.  y 
at  U. 10  u.rn.;  had  st.ong  breeze  with  heavy  sjujw 
squalls  to  Shi. akami  and  heavy  gale  f.om  N.W. 
Willi  high  sea  to  Ota.u,  ar.ived  (he  i7lh  at  9  40 
a  n.  oale  continued  du.ing  ship's  stay  in  port, 
with  heavy  snow.  Left  Ota.u  the  191I1  at  8  a.m.; 
had  wind  increasing  lo  fi^.ce  gale,  with  ten. fic  sea 
Ruling,  sweeping  decks  fo.e  and  aft: ;  at  noon 
l.arometer  29  59  *"d  *hiP  completely  iced  up;  at 
8  p.m.  passed  Okushi.  i  ;  thence  heavy  squalls  with 
snow  and  thick  wealher  to  Hakodate,  a,  rived  the 

20th  at  7.45  '-eft  aKai"   ll'e2Isl  al825 

a  m  •  had  strong  N.W.  winds  and  passing  snow 
squalls  to  Kuro-saki,  and  fine  weather  to  Ogmo- 
hama,  arrived  the  22nd  at  7.10  a.m.  Left  again 
the  same  day  at  4  P»M  ,,ad  f,esh  ""'"'V  *""ds 
with  fine,  clear  weather.  A.  rived  at  Yokohama 
the  23rd  January  at  5  p.m.  . 

The  lapanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  Captain 
Cichlon,  ieports:-Left  Ota.u  the  20th  January 
at  S  P  in.  !  had  moderate  wesle.ly  winds  and 
snow.  A.rived  at  Hakodate  the  2lst  »k,?#™> 
and  left  the  23rd  at  8.35  a.m. ;  had  light  W.is.  W. 
winds  and  fine  weather.  Auived  at  Ogmohama 
the  24th  at  7.35  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  2.20 
p.m.;  had  light  N.W.  airs  to  Inuboye,  which  was 
passed  at  5  a.m.  on  the  25th  ;  thence  lo  port 


IMPORTS 
Although  there  has  not  been  a  large  business 
done  in  Imports  du.  ing  the  past  week,  there  has 
certainly  been  a  marked  improvement  Hi  the  tone 
of  ihe  maiket.  Neither  Single  nor  Double  Yarns 
have  moved  to  any  great  extent,  but  demand  has 
been  fair— business  being  cu,  tailed  by  the  sharp 
(all  in  Exchange  which  prompted  holders  to  raise- 
their  quotations.  Shillings  have  remained  quiel 
but  not  without  enqui.y,  while  buye.s  have  been 
found  for  Turkey  Reds,  Silk-faced  Satins,  and 
Victoria  Lawns.  Other  Fancies  are  also  enq.u.ed 
after  while  in  Woollens,  Italian  Cloths  have 
stalled  to  move,  and  Mousselines  give  promise  of 
participating  in  the  general  activity.  ^Flanue  s 
are  a  shade  cheaper,  but  other  lines  of  Woollens 
are  unchanged. 

cotton  i' 1  EC k  (ioims. 

hbh  limn. 

C,ieySh..linK»-Hill.,3»Uy^-3y!"c!'"  *»-3°  \° 
G.ey  Shi.li..g»-9ll>.  384  y<ls.45»>c''"    '  ^    lo  3  '5 

[•  Cloth— 7. h,  2  I  yR.ds,32"'<  hes    1 

U.digo  Shirtings—  .2  ya.ds,  44  inches... 
iV.nts— Assorted,^  yards,  30  inches ... 
Cotton— Italians  and  Satteens  H!acl«,3» 

inches   •  v" 

YeUets— Black,  35  yards,  a21ncl.es  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  ya.ds,  42-3 niches... 
l  urkey  Reds-2.0  to  2.4n.,  24/25  yards,  w 

30  inches   •  »■"■  An 

Turkey  Ueds-2.8  to  3lb.  24/25  yards,  ^ 

30  inches  j-" 

turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4tt,  24/ »5 

32  inches   •  j'" 

turkey  Keds-4.8  to  5H>.  24/25  yards, 
3j  inches   

wooi.i-'tMs. 

IMannel  

Italian  Cloth,  .3 
Italian    Cloth,    ,3«  y* 

Medium  

Italian    Cloth,    3'>  yal 

Com. 11011    .... — 
Moussel'ine  de  l.aine 

3  1  inches  ' 

Ciutht— PHotw,  54  ®  5"  inches   

Cloths— PrasiilenU,  SH*  5°  •• 

Cloths -Union,  54  (it)  56  inches  

HlB.<kels--Sca.let  and  f.reen,  4  tn  34  Hi, 


yR.ds,  32  inches  hesl 
ids,    32  inchef 


,ls>  32  inches 
-Cape,  2  1  yaids, 


l O 1  1  on 
'I,.,.  i0/i|,O»<*i  y   

Sos.  lo/2|,  Medio 
Sos.  lrt'2  I,  Ooo 
Sos.  16/24,  Ueve.se 
Sos.  28/32,  Ordinary 


V  A  ItMS 


1  to  liesl   37  5°_*»  38-0° 

  37-50  t»  _ 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  was  issued  on  the  19th  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  amount  to 
181  piculs,  divided  thus:  Filatures,  96piculs;  He- 
reels  3opiculs;  Kakeda,  46  piculs.  In  addition 
to  these  figuies  direct  shipments  have  been  124 
bales,  making  the  total  export  trade  for  the  week 
about  300  piculs.  . 

Since  our  last  advices,  business  lias  still  further 
fallen  away,  and  the  market  displays  no  animation 
whatever.    Prices  for  fine-sized  Filatures  have  de- 
clined steadily,  especially  for  the  lower  grades, 
while  full  sizes,  although  almost  entirely  neglected, 
do  not  show  so  great  a  reduction.  This  is  doubtless 
owing  to  the  fact  that  holders  have  a  compaia- 
tively  small  stock  of  full  sizes  on  hand,  while  fine 
sizes  are  plentiful.  Also,  dm  ing  the  week  bad  news 
has  a.rived  f.om  Europe,  telling  of  heavy  failui  es 
in   Italian  banking  circles,  which   will  probably 
place  plenty  of  cheap  silk  on  the  maiket  and  stop 
any    great  demand  for  Japans  for  some  little 
time;  consequently,  many  of  last  week's  purchases 
have  only  been  finally  accepted  at  heavily  reduced 
pi  ices,  in  some  cases  as  much  as  $30,  while  other 
paicels  have  been  rejected  altogether. 

Supplies  continue  to  come  ill  fairly  steadily,  so 
that  dm  ing  the  week  our  stock  has  increased  to 

I4.9SO  piculs.  ...  , 

Exchange  rates  fell  heavily  early  in  the  week 
in  sympathy  with  the  London  price  of  silver,  and 
have  lemained  steady  at  the  lowest  point  touched, 
notwithstanding  a  partial  recovery  in  the  pi  ice 
of  silver. 

There  have  only  been  two  shipping  oppoi tunities 
during  the  week.  The  P.  &  O.  steamer  Verona 
left  on  the  201I1  instant  with  124  bales  for  Europe, 
while  the  American  mail  steamer  Peru,  011 1  ill* 
23.  d  instant,  took  508  bales  for  the  New  Yo.k 
trade  These  depai  Hires  bring  the  present  export 
figu.es  up  to  28,932  piculs,  against  38,344  picnls 
last  year  al.d  34,589  piculs  at  the  same  date  in 
1892. 

Hanks.— Nothing  done.  .  _ 

filatures.— Again  the  week's  business  in  this 
line  has  been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  fine 
sizes  which  have  declined  in  price,  owing  to 
the  reasons  staled  above.  The  top  pr.ee  paid 
during  the  week  was  $800  for  a  small  pa.ee  of 
Choshinsha,  while  a  pa.cei  of  Three  Girl  chop 
"  1  fetched  $765.  Inuyamasha  has  been  done  at  $750, 
will,  othei  grades  in  p. opo.tion. 
}3n.5o  to   -  Re-reels.— A  parcel  of  Matbash  (fCosetsha  chop) 

37.00  to  37-5"    changed  hands  at  $735.  and  other  grades  at  pro- 
poi  tionale  tales.  . 

Xakeda.— The  purchases  made  during  the  week 


•  55  lo  1  9° 

1 .70  to  2.35 

•  75  1°  3  75 

HSR  VA  KD  . 

Ol6  to  O  21 

6.40  to  8.75 

0.65  lo  0.78 

UK  IMKCH. 


to  1.95 
3,274  to  2.674 
285  to  3.10 


$0,274 
0.30 


to  O.45 
to  0.35 


O.25    to  O.30 


0.14 

0.35 

0  60 


III  O.25 

to  o  iq4 

lo  0.50 
to  o.«5 
lo  0  70 


0.45 
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have  liern  ai  reduced  prices,  Daruma  having 
been  done  at  $735  *"<l  Asahi  MUVU  al  $705,  llie 
IhUci  being  a  fall  of  $30  on  the  previous  week's 

quotation. 

In  oilier  soils,  nothing  lo  note. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks—  No   it   — 

Hanks— No.  a  (Sliiilalni)   — 

1 1  .mli!. — No.  1  (  Joslm  )    — 

lUnlis— No.  >l  (Sliinalni)   — 

llanlcs — No.  *\  ( Jnslin)   — 

Dailies — No.  24  to  3    — 

1 1  a  nits — No.  |    — 

llanka—No.  .it    — 

(filatures— lUli a  10/ia  rleuieis...  $810  to  R20 

Kilatiues— ICxti a  13/15 -deuiers                     810  to  820 

Filalines  — No.  I,  10/13  deniera                       750  to  800 

Kilalmea— No.  I,  ij/15,  M/'"  <l*n....            790  to  800 

Kilatu res — ■  No.  ij,  10/14  deniers                  ..  740  to  750 

Filatures — No.  14.  13/in,  14/17  den               76010  770 

Filatures —  No.  a.  10/15  elenieis                       710  to  720 

Pilaltues—  No.  2,  1  j  lifi  deniera                       73°  to  740 

Cilaluies — No.  3,  rij/ap  deniera                     680  to  700 

Re-reels — Kxtra    — 

He-reels— (Oslm)  Hesl  No.  1                          740  to  750 

Re-reels— No.  1 ,  13/15,  14/1  &  deuiers              730  to  740 

Re-ieela— No.  it,  13/ifl,  M/iydenieis            71010  720 

He-reels — No.  2,  M' 18  ileniei  s                        680  to  690 

Re-reels — No.  2J,  1  4/ 1 H  deuiers                       660  to  670 

He-reels — No.  3,  1  4/20  derriers                        64010  650 

Kakedas— rCxUa  ...    Nom.  — 

Kaleeeias— No.  1                                           730  to  74° 

Kakedas— No.  it                                           700  to  710 

Kakedas  — No.  a                                            670  to  680 

KaKedas — No.  2t                                          650  to  660 

Kakedas — No.  3  ...                                       63010  640 

Kakedas— No.  it    — 

Kakedas — No.  4    — 

Oslm  Sendai — No.  aj   — 

Hainatsiiki — No.  1,  2    Nom.  — 

HainatsiiKi — No,  3,  r    Nom. 

So.lar— rio.  it    — 

It xjieii  1  Kit w  Silk  Tallies  to  26th  Jan.,  r  8q4;  - 


I  nil 


Settlement*  and  Direct 
ttxport  f  1  0111  1st  I  Illy 


1  iNg3-l894. 
Hull. 

■  "5.'53 

.   «  ',957 

1892-93 
Hi  in  . 
'4,238 
23,420 

1891-Q3 

11*  1  6s 
12,330 
2  1,442 

s  28,110 
Is.  28,932 

37.658 
38,344 

33,772 
34.589 

|  30,100 

40,050 

rum  l.t , 

35,700 

•  ■  M.950 

5,800 

14, 100 

le  45,050 

45.850 

49.800 

A  vail  a  Me  « tip  plies  to  tlate  45,050 

WASTE  SILK. 
A  fair  amount  of  business  li^s  been  done  in  this 
depai  tment,  settlements  amounting  to  1,324  piculs, 
divided  thus:  Noshi,  207  piculs;  Kibiso,  1,117 
piculs.  No  Waste  has  been  exported  direct  din- 
ing llie  week. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  demand 
has  fallen  off  somewhat,  owing  principally  lo  the 
discouraging  news  received  from  European  con- 
sumers. Prices,  however,  show  no  change,  and 
close  fiim  at  last  week's  quotations. 

A11  ivals  have  fallen  short  of  sales  by  600  piculs, 
so  that  our  stock  now  stands  at  17,100  piculs. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity 
dining  the  week,  the  English  mail  steamer  Verona 
taking  182  bales  for  Europe.  This  depai  ture  makes 
the  pi  esent  expoi  t  figures  15.367  piculs,  against 
26,605  piculs  last  year  and  2 1 ,657  piculs  al  the 
same  date  in  1892. 

Cocoons. — No  purchases  have  been  made  by 
foreigners,  but  about  60  piculs  have  been  taken 
up  by  native  consumers. 

Noshi. — The  principal  falling  off  in  demand  has 
been  in  this  line,  but  pi  ices  are  well  maintained. 
A  paicel  of  good  Filature  brought  $145,  while 
Oshu  has  been  done  al  $140  and  J oshu  at  $80. 

Kibiso. — The  bulk  of  the  week's  trade  has  been 
in  tliis  br  anch,  and  quite  a  brisk  demand  lias  been 
seen  in  the  lower  grades.  Several  parcels  of 
Filature  changed  hands  al  $120,  while  prices 
ranging  from  $27  to  $42  have  been  paid  foi 
various  Low  Curlies. 

In  other  sorts,  nothing  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

fleiced  t.'ocooua — Good  to  Best   — 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  llest   $150  to  160 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Good    140  to  145 

Noslii-ito — Filatiue,  Medium    130  to  135 

Noslii-ito — Oslm,  Good  to  Heat    140  to  150 

Noslii-ito — Shinsliti,  Hesi    110  to  115 

Noslii-ito — Sliinslm ,  Good   loo  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsiui,  Medium    goto  95 

Noslii-ito — Hiishn,  (iood  to  Hent   125  to  135 

Noslii-ito — losliir,  Itest    goto  95 

Noslii-ito — |oslin,  Good    80  to  85 

Nosiii-ito — josliu,  Ordinary    70  to  75 

Kibiso — Filature,  liest  selectee!    1 10  to  r20 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds    100  to  105 

Kibiso — Oslm,  Gooel  te>  Heal    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Shinsbii,  Best   — 

Kibiso — Sliinsli  11 ,  Seconiis    — 

Kibiso — losliu,  (jiioei  to  Fair   40  to  35 

Kibiso — Josliu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Ilaclioji,  Goeid    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Ilaclioji,  Medium  to  Low   as  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Mawata— Good  to  Best   — 


K  x  11  n 1  I  I 


Wait*  MIU 

Pi«l  red  <"n. 


,l,l<-  Waste  Silk  In 
s<»«ii»  mo)  114 

  1 2,136 

itiMIt   3.»3< 


261I1  Jan. 

lMn>-i|J. 

23,9IS 
2,690 


i«Q4 »- 

itgl'Ol, 
I'  1  U  11 1  ■  . 

19,562 
3,095 


i5.3°7 

list  July  ) 


26,605  21,657 


33.700 
7. Coo 


rlriull. 
25,700 

1 1 ,200 


be  L I  Ic  inc.  ill  a  a  1 

F.xpoi  t  from 
stock,  26th  Jan    17,100 

4  variable  siiprjliea  to  date  38,160  41.300  36,900 
Exchange  expeiienced  a  sharp  and  sudden  fall 
eai  ly  in  ihe  week  in  sympathy  with  the  London 
quotation  for  .Silver.  Although  I  lie  laller  lias 
recovered  somewhat ,  lates  remain  steady  at  the 
lowest  points  touched,  which  were:  —  London, 
4111/s.  Credits,  2/3^;  Documents,  2/3  J ;  6m/s.  Cre- 
dits, 2/3^.  Nkw  York,  god/s.  U.S.  S55  ;  4111/s. 
U.S.  $56.  Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  f<>.  2.90; 
6m/s.  fcs.  2.92. 

Rsiimaieii  Silk  Stock,  261I1  Jan.,  1  c5<^4  . 

Win 
Cocoons ... , 
Noshi-ito 


Haw.  'iculs 

Hanks    80 

Filatures    8,380 

te-reeis   4>490 

;<alceda    i,9°o 

Osnu   5° 

Yaysaam  Kinds  ...  50 


Total  piculs 


p  I C  U  LI  ■ 
260 

...  8,100 

Kibiso   8,260 

Mawata   150 

Suniiries    330 


'4.95°        votal  piculs  ... 
TEA. 


17,100 


A  rather  better  lone  is  apparent  in  the  market. 
Operators  seem  to  have  been  tempted  by  ihe  late 
fall  in  Exchange  to  enter  ihe  market  and  pick  up 
any  desir  able  lots  that  may  be  left  in  the  small 
stock  now  on  offer. 

•  IH  Y  I  C  IJ  I.  . 

Common   $  1 2  to  13 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium    17  to  18 

Good  Medium    19  to  20 

Fine   22  to  23 

Finest   ") 

Choice   >  Nominal 

Choicest  J 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  has  not  recovered  the  smart 
perienced  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  b 
firm  at  rates 
Sterling — Bank  T.T. 


drop  ex- 
ut  closes 


Sterling  —  Haul.  Mills 


ileiiia  rid 


Sterling — Banle  4  months'  sight    .,  ,  

Stei  iing — Private  4  months'  sight  

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight  

On  Paris — Banlc  sight  

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight   

On  Hongltong — Bank  sight   

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight  

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight  .. 

On  India— Bank  sight   

On  India— Private  30  days'  sight   

On  America — Banir  Bills  on  demand  .. 
On  America — Private  30  days'  sight  .. 
On  America — Private  4  months'  sight.. 

On  Germany — Bank  sight  

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight.. 
Bar  Silver  (London)   • 


a/a| 

22$ 

2/3J 

2/3  4 

2/3  f 

2.81 

2  90 

Par. 

i°/8 

74 

735 

184 

187 

534 

55 

56 

2.26 

2-34 

31 


dis. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

"  MONEYS  AND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants,  Storekeepers,  and  W holesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

'<  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by'  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEY  AND  TkADE." 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month ,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan,  South  America,  and  other  countries, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

TIIK  most  delightful  Mountain  Kesoit  in  llie 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  al 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  lo  Foreigners  in  llie  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  llie  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  willi  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  tbe  hot  minkral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  tbe  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikalei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  bills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

A|  ISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2, Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROS 

Fragrant  and  delicate,  its  sweetness  is 
ever  delightful.  Use  none  but  Atkinson's, 
the  original  and  only  true  Essence 

ATKINSON'S 
0P3PANAX         I  HELIOTROPE 
WOOD  VIOLET       I  TREVOL 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  Be  S.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION'  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark.y 
'  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
In  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 
1.  Wondeiful  Economy  of  Fuel. 
Kirst-class  Workmanship. 
.  Moderate  Prices. 
Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 
cupied. 

Quickness  in  raising  steam. 
High  1  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 
7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 
We  build.Steam  Launches  of  every  description^  rom  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.    We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c  ,  iic.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  W- 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  1 J  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  pov/er,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng 
land,  i8go,  in  competition  oi>en  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  I7I,aUEENVlCTORIA  STREET, E.C 
May  7th,  1891.  1  Vl 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says— "  1  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  1 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
ouantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  J  T  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871.  says— "  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  1  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
tand  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
he  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughou 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


Awarded  Colo  Medal  Lpool  Interni  Exhibition,  1886. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVEND9SH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture,* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■atabllshed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


FOR 


UEBrcCOlfPANYS 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


And  see  that  each.  3a.r  bears  .baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 
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"PAIS  CE  gUB  DOIS: 

ADVIKNNE  QUE  POURRA  !" 

1st  in  St.  he  took  over  charge  of  (lie  office  from 
Mr.  W.  D.  Tillolson,  the  retiring  Consul-General. 


A.  kkrosknk  lamp  vvliicli  exploded  in  the  "Boat- 
swain's Saloon,"  on  Sunday  evening,  caused  a 
fire,  which  was  fortunately  smothered  ere  it  had 
proceeded  very  far. 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  Messrs.  Lang- 
teldt  and  Company,  Limited,  a  dividend  of  6 
per  cent,  was  declared,  making  10  per  cent,  for 

the  year.   

A  very  extensive  fire  broke  out  in  Yoshi-gawa- 
10,  Shinagawa,  Tokyo,  on  the  281I1  tilt.,  and 
hefore  it  was  stayed  315  houses  had  been  re- 
duced to  ashes. 


The  last  practice  match  at  football,  before  the 
Interport  match,  took  place  on  Wednesday,  and 
resulted  in  a  win  for  the  selected  Kobe  team, 
after  an  uninteresting  game. 

Mr.  Kanf.ko  Kentaro,  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  is  gazetted  Vice-Minister  of 
the  Agricultural  and  Commercial  Department, 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Saito  Shiuichiro. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
So  notice  will  be  taUen  .it  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Wekki.Y  Mmi."  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
»nd  address  or  the  writer,  not  tor  publication,  but  as  a 
guaranteeot  eoodiaith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
ill  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  1  :hequesne  made  payableto  same:  and  that  literary 
:  incmiutions  oe  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  Feb  3RD,  1894. 


BtUTH. 

At  No  46- c,  Bluff,  on  tlie  29th  ultimo,  the  wife  of 
R.  W.  BohthWICK  of  a  Son — still  born. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 

Some  false  five-cent  nickel  coins  are  in  circu- 
lation in  Yokohama  and  district. 


A  foreigner,  who  was  suffering  from  small- 
pox, died  in  Nagasaki  on  the  28th  ult. 

The  Grand  Hotel  Directorate  have  declared  a 
dividend  of  6  per  cent,  for  the  past  half-year. 


Some  fifty-three  Chief  Public  Procurators  of 
various  Law  Courts  in  the  Empire,  who  recently 
assembled  in  the  capital,  were  received  in  audi- 
ence by  the  Emperor  on  the  27th  ult. 

Some  partisans  of  Mr  Hoshi  Torn,  in  the  first 
election  district  of  Tochigi  Prefecture,  are 
allowing  their  passions  to  get  the  better  of  their 
judgment,  and  several  cases  of  assaults  upon 
the  opposite   faction  are   reported    from  the 

locality.   

The  annual  meeting  of  members  of  the  Nippon 
Race  Club  proved  a  very  "  breezy"  affair,  owing 
to  the  defalcations  of  the  collecting  shroff,  who 
has  appropriated  to  his  own  use  over  %joa  of  the 
Club's  money.    Tlie  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Whittall, 

has  resigned.   — 

The  Yokohama  Amateur  Rowing  Club's  annual 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  was  the  largest  on 
record,  considerably  over  forty  members  attend- 
ing. Tlie  Club  has  a  big  surplus  in  hand,  and 
a  part  of  it  is  to  be  devoted  to  improving  the 
lighting  and  comfort  of  the  Boat-house. 

Tsuboi  Zenshiro,  a  resident  at  Takasaki, 
Gumma  Prefecture,  threw  a  bomb  into  the  re- 
sidence of  Kozawa  Zembei  at  Myogi-mura, 
North  Kaura  District,  during  the  n  ght  of  tiie 
23rd  ult.  Four  inmates  of  the  house  were  in 
j tired,  one  fatally.  The  miscreant  has  not  yet 
been  arrested. 


Mr.  Matsukata  Skisaku,  an  Assistant  in  the 
Foreign  Department,  has  been  ordered  to  China. 

Mr.  Oi  Kentaro,  the  anti-mixed  residence 
agitator,  will  stand  as  a  candidate  for  an  Osaka 

district.   

The  new  premises  of  the  Yokohama  Fire 
Brigade  were  formally  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee last  week. 


A  momban's  lodge  on  the  compound  of  Mr. 
Gar  fin's  house  on  the  Bluff,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Monday  last  week. 


Influenza  is  increasing  in  severity  in  Yoko- 
hama, and  catarrhal  indisposition  is  being  ex- 
perienced by  a  large  majority  of  residents. 


The  Yoshino  Kan,  Japan's  swiftest  cruiser, 
arrived  at  Colombo  on  the  28th  ult.,  and  was 
to  leave  there  on  the  1st  inst.  for  Singapore. 

Col.  N.  W.  McIvor,  the  newly  appointed  U  S* 
Consul-General  at  Kanagawa,  arrived  on  Satur- 
day evening  by  the  Gaelic.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  two  children.    On  the 


Mr.  Matsuoka,  who  formerly  occupied  the  pos' 
of  Chief  Public  Procurator  of  the  Court  of  Cas- 
sation, and  is  a  member  of  the  Upper  House, 
has  been  appointed  Vice-Minister  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs,  in  succession  to  Mr.  Watanabe 
Chiaki,  who  has  been  nominated  a  member  01 
the  House  of  Peers. 


It  has  been  resolved  to  throw  open  the  Com 
mittee  of  the  Victoria  Public  School  to  all 
nationalities  in  this  community.  Whether  the 
school  will  be  carried  on  or  not  after  this  year, 
remains  for  the  community  to  decide,  and  the 
new  committee  will  act  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  public,  as  expressed  in  the  amount 
of  support  given  to  another  appeal  for  subscrip- 
tions.   

Nine  persons  were  attacked  by  typhoid  fever 
in  Tokyo  on  the  28th  and  29th  ult.,  and  Osaka 
reported  ten  typhoid  fever  cases  and  three 
deaths,  forty-eight  small-pox  cases  and  eighteen 
deaths  during  the  week  ended  the  28th,  while 
there  were  fifty  small  pox  cases  and  seven 
deaths  in  Nagasaki  during  the  week  ended  the 
21st.    Eighty-eight  persons  were  affected  by 


small-pox  in  Yamanaijhi  during  the  week  end- 
ed the  27th,  of  whom  eighteen  died. 

The  Khedive  has  abandoned  his  ill-chosen  posi- 
tion and  praised  the  English  and  Egyptian 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  also  consented  to 
transfer  the  native  Minister  of  War  to  another 
post.  It  is  stated  that  there  is  some  danger  of 
the  Tariff  Bill  recently  brought  before  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  being 
sent  back  to  the  Committee,  many  of  the  De- 
mocrats resenting  the  decision  to  include  the 
income  tax  proposals.  The  Earl  of  Kimberley 
has  recovered  from  his  recent  indisposition. 
Bismarck  has  been  invited  by  the  Emperor  Wil- 
liam to  pay  him  a  visit,  and  has  consented  to 
call  on  his  Sovereign  as  soon  as  his  health  per- 
mits. A  Decree  has  been  issued  by  King 
Humbert  which  empowers  the  banks  of  Italy, 
Sicily,  and  Naples,  to  increase  their  note  issues 
by  1 20,000,000  lire  in  order  to  meet  the  pre- 
sent run  on  the  banks.  Sir  Gerald  Portal, 
H.B.M.'s  Special  Commissioner  to  Uganda, 
is  dead.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  been 
suffering  from  influenza  accompanied  by  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs  and  fever;  he  has, 
however,  partially  recovered.  Corbett,  the  Ame- 
rican, has  defeated  Mitchell,  the  Englishman, 
in  the  heavy-weight  championship  of  the  world. 
The  Biazilian  insurgent  fleet,  having  fired  upon 
American  warships  while  they  were  convoying 
merchant  vessels,  were  engaged  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  after  a  sharp  encounter,  the  insurgents 
surrendered,  being  completely  defeated.  This 
is  expected  to  put  an  end  to  the  revolt. 

The  Import  trade  has  been  small,  not  from 
want  of  buyers,  who  are  anxious  for  business 
and  have  been  making  enquiries  in  all  direc- 
tions, but  holders  have  put  up  prices  to  an 
extent  that  has  entirely  choked  off  purchasers 
for  the  time  being.  Consequently  but  little  has 
been  done  in  Yarns  and  Piece-goods,  and  not 
a  great  deal  in  Fancy  Cottons.  Certain  lines  of 
Woollens,  however,  have  been  taken  in  modeiate 
quantities,  and  still  more  business  might  have 
been  done  if  parties  could  come  to  terms. 
The  firmness  of  holders  has  also  told  against 
operations  in  the  Metal  market,  and  with  the 
present  condition  of  exchange  matters  do 
not  appear  capable  of  immediate  amendment. 
The  Kerosene  trade  is  quiet,  and  buyers  are 
apparently  waiting  for  a  decline,  and  notwith- 
standing the  arrival  of  cargoes  of  both  American 
and  Russian  Oil,  holders  remain  firm  and  prices 
show  110  sign  of  reduction.  In  the  Sugar  market 
Manila  Browns  have  been  fairly  brisk,  while 
White  sorts  have  been  rather  quiet.  New  crop 
Formosa  is  shortly  expected,  but  the  greater 
part  of  these  earlier  cargoes  to  arrive  have  been 
sold  "floating."  There  has  not  been  much 
done  in  Silk,  and  prices  have  undergone  no 
great  change,  the  value  of  parcels  suitable  for 
the  American  market  having  been  fully  main- 
tained, while  fine  sizes  could  have  been  obtain- 
ed on  slightly  easier  terms,  but  the  bids  from 
Lyons  have  not  been  taken  to  any  extent,  and 
the  stock  is  still  a  heavy  one.  Reeling  having 
ceased  in  the  colder  districts,  supplies  must  fall 
off  till  the  spring  weather  permits  a  resumption 
of  operations,  and  if  business  can  be  done  in 
the  meantime  a  reduction  of  the  stock  accom- 
plished. The  Waste  Silk  trade  has  been  less 
than  100  piculs.  Buyers  want  concessions,  and 
holders  are  stiff,  the  heavy  business  of  a  fortnight 
back  having  been  followed  by  the  hardening  of 
rales  all  round.  There  has  been  a  little  done 
in  the  Tea  trade.  After  holding  out  for  some 
weeks,  the  owners  of  leaf  have  made  such  reduc- 
tions as  induced  buyers  to  operate,  and  the  total 
settlements  for  the  season  have  risen  to  within  a 
thousand  piculs  of  those  of  last  year  at  same 
date,    Exchange  has  slightly  declined, 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 

 ♦  

Rumours  continue  to  be  circulated,  though 
to  less  extent  than  formerly,  concerning  farther 
changes  in  the  personnel  o\  the  Ministry.  Some 
papers  have  revived  the  report  that  Mr.  Mutsu, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  is  disposed  to  give 
up  his  portfolio.  It  is  also  stated  that  a  grow- 
ing coldness  between  the  Minister  P  esident  and 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  theatens  to  split 
up  the  Cabinet.  Need  it  be  again  repeated 
that  no  foundation  whatever  exists  for  these 
rumours;  the  class  of  papers  in  which  they  are 
published  clearly  shows  that  their  disseminators 
have  a  direct  interest  in  discrediting  the  Go- 
vernment in  public  estimation.  It  is  also  note- 
worthy that  there  is  an  increasing  tendency 
among  the  more  respectable  papers — even  those 
belonging   to  the   Opposition — to  attach  little 

importance  to  idle  talk  of  the  above  kind. 
* 

Touching  the  position  of  the  present  Ministry, 
not  a  week  passes  but  one  journal  or  another 
gives  expression  to  the  feeling  of  impatience 
entertained  by  the  rising  generation  at  the  con- 
tinued exercise  of  power  by  the  older  statesmen 
of  the  era.  During  the  present  week  it  lias 
been  the  Shin  Choya  Shimbun's  turn  to  discuss 
the  subject.  The  so-called  "  meritorious  ser- 
vants of  the  State"  (Gen-kun),  says  our  con- 
temporary, have  tampered  sufficiently  with  the 
administration.  For  such  woik  they  are  not 
provided  with  sufficient  knowledge  and  expedi- 
ence, and  their  trial  under  the  new  regime  has 
thus  far  been  a  complete  failure.  Taking 
the  last  Diet  by  way  of  illustration,  the 
Shin  Choya  observes  that  the  "all-talents 
Cabinet  "showed  itself  utterly  incapable  of  con- 
stitutional government  by  the  erroneous  steps, 
it  took  on  the  questions  of  official  discipline, 
the  Chishima  Ravenna  case,  and  Treaty  En- 
forcement. Why  did  not  the  Ministers  man- 
fully stand  up  in  the  Diet  and  defend  themselves 
when  these  questions  were  brought  up  for  dis- 
cussion ?  The  elder  statesmen  now  in  power 
may  think  that  to  surrender  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment to  vounger  men  would  be  going  from  bad 
to  worse.  But  they  are  reminded  that  among 
the  politician  -  of  the  rising  generation,  there 
are  plenty  of  men  more  capable  than  them- 
selves of  conducting  the  Administration  on 
constitutional  principles.  They  are,  therefore, 
assured  that  the  sooner  they  resign  in  favour  of 
younger  men,  the  belter  it  will  be  for  their  own 
sake  and  the  sake  of  the  country. 

* 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  is  more  fair  in  its  method  of 
denouncing  the  Cabinet's  incapacity,  for  at 
the  same  time  it  does  not  spare  the  irrational 
conduct  of  the  Opposition  politicians.  Indeed 
it  deplores  the  signs  of  degeneration  visible  on 
every  side.  If  the  statesmen  in  power  have 
shown  themselves  incapable  of  elevating  the 
prestige  of  the  country  bv  pursuing  a  resolute 
and  far-seeing  policy,  the  politicians  of  the  Op- 
position have  proved  themselves  no  less  blind  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  country  by  wasting  their 
energies  in  fruitless  conflicts  with  the  Govern- 
ment over  petty  questions  of  the  domestic  poli- 
tics. Not  only  111  the  field  of  politics  hut  in 
every  other  department  of  national  life,  does 
our  contemporary  profess  to  find  unmistakable 
signs  of  stagnation  and  degeneration.  The 
Kokkai  thinks  that  the  national  life  of  the 
people  is  now  at  its  lowest  ebb.  What  is  to 
he  done  to  cure  the  malady?  Nothing  short 
of  a  foreign  complication  can  rescue  the 
nation  from  the  blight  with  which  it  is  now 
afflicted.  The  Japanese  will  rouse  themselves 
from  their  fatal  stupor  when  they  see  a  hostile 
fleet  in  the  Bay  of  Tokyo  or  when  they  hear  the 
thunder  of  cannon  borne  over  the  waters  of  the 
Japan  Sea.  Our  contemporary  has  no  doubt 
that  a  statesman  really  desirous  of  applying 
such  a  remedy  to  the  national  malady,  can 
scarcely  fail  to  find  a  suitable  opportunity.  The 
planting  of  a  Japanese  flag  on  some  of  the 
South  Sea  Islands,  a  fight  with  China  over  the 
Korean  question,  a  conflict  with  Russia  on  the 
Sea  ot  Japan — any  of  these  events  would  suffice 
for  the  purpose.    Unless  the  national  spirit  is 


thoroughly  roused  by  some  such  method,  the 
Kokkai  sees  no  hope  for  any  teal  improvement, 
not  only  in  politics,  but  in  commerce,  industry, 
literature,  and  arts. 

* 

•  * 

The  speeches  which  the  Minister  President 
and  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  addressed  to 
local  authorities  lately  assembled  in  Tokyo, 
have,  upon  the  whole,  met  wit'i  warm  approval 
from  the  metropolitan  papers.  But  the  Premier's 
remark  thai  the  Slate  is  above  the  Constitution 
has  provoked  unfavourable  criticisms  from  the 
Progressionist  organs.  They  fail  to  see  that 
any  necessity  existed  for  such  a  remark  to  local 
Governors,  in  connection  with  the  subject  ot 
elections.  Neither  do  they  understand  what 
meaning  Count  Ito  wishes  to  have  attached  to 
his  singular  assertion.  They  affirm  that  he  has 
made  to  local  authorities  a  declaration  which 
may  be  the  cause  of  serious  misunderstanding 
on  their  part  in  connection  with  the  role  they 
ate"  to  play  at  the  coming  elections.  If  any 
unconstitutional  actions  should  be  taken  by 
them,  the  Progressionist  organs  warn  the  Pre- 
mier that  the  blame  must  be  laid  on  his  own 
shoulders. 

* 

The  date  of  the  elections  has  been  fixed  for  the 
1st  of  Match  The  Opposition  papers,  espe^ 
cially  those  belonging  to  the  Progressionist 
Party,  blame  the  Government  for  not  having 
chosen  an  earlier  date.  The  Hochi  Shimbun, 
for  instance,  charges  the  Government  with  in- 
difference to  the  people's  sufferings.  For  had 
it  been  so  disposed,  it  might  have  issued  the 
Imperial  Ordinance  for  the  elections  immedi- 
ately after  the  dissolution  and  secured  the  con- 
vocation of  the  new  Diet  in  less  than  three 
months.  The  451I1  Article  of  the  Constitution 
provides  that  "  the  new  House  shall  be  convok- 
ed within  five  months  from  the  day  of  dissolu- 
tion ;"  but  that  is  die  maximum  period,  and  the 
Hochi  thinks  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  shorten  the  interval  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  order  for  the  new  elections  has  to 
be  issued  at  least  thirty  days  previous  to  the 
day  of  polling,  while  the  order  of  convoca- 
tion must  be  issued  forty  days  beforehand. 
Thus,  even  allowing  a  few  weeks  for  the  settle 
inent  of  disputes  arising  out  of  elections,  the 
new  House  could  easily  have  been  Convoked 
within  90  or  100  days  from  the  day  of  dissolu 
lion.  Had  such  a  course  been  taken  by  the 
Government,  it  would  have  been  possible  not 
only  to  save  the  people  much  of  the  unnecessary 
expense  connected  with  the  elections,  but  also 
to  give  relief  to  the  suffeiers  from  inundations 
in  Okayama  and  seven  other  localities  without 
resorting,  as  the  Government  is  supposed  to 
contemplate  resorting,  to  the  doubtful  course  of 
granting  aid  to  those  localities  by  the  issue  0 
an  Urgency  Ordinance. 

*  * 

As  to  the  questions  about  which  the  coming 
elections  are  to  be  fought,  the  Hochi  warns  the 
Opposition  candidates  against  dissipating  theii 
energy  over  too  wide  a  range  of  topics.  I" 
our  contemporary's  opinion,  the  question  of  the 
question  of  the  most  pressing  importance  is  that 
ihe  Cabinet  has  dissolved  the  House  of  Re 
preservatives  without assigniny  any  reason.  Such 
a  course  on  the  part  of  the  Govei  nment  is  declar 
ed  lb  be  unconstitutional,  and  a  Cabinet  capable 
of  so  daring  a  disregard  of  the  Constitution  is 
pronounced  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  Administration.  So  the  Pi  ogres* 
sionist  organ  advises  its  partisans  to  concentrate 
their  attention  upon  this  topic.  If  seems  that 
our  contemporary  thus  seeks  to  divert  public 
attention  from  the  question  of  Treaty  Enforce- 
ment ;  for  to  do  it  justice,  the  Hochi  is  sincerely 
opposed  to  stirring  up  public  prejudices  on  the 
subject  of  the  treaties.  But  unfortunately  this 
laudable  attitude  is  not  shared  by  the  rest  of 
the  Progressionist  organs,  which,  in  appearance 
at  least,  do  not  caie  much  about  the  possible 
danger    of    exciing    anti-foreign  sentiments 

among  the  people  in  general. 

* 

*  » 

Many  of  the  papers,  as  we  have  noticed  in 
previous  summaries,  have  called  upon  candi- 
dates and  electors  to  abstain  from  all  illegal 


practices  in  the  coming  contests.  The  jfiji 
Shimpo  now  states  that  it  is  of  little  use  to  offer 
such  advice.  The  only  practicable  way  of  pre-  • 
venting  the  evils  prevalent  at  elections  is  to 
strictly  enforce  the  laws  and  regulations  relat- 
ing to  the  punishment  of  such  evil  practices. 
That  is  just  the  course  which  the  Cabinet  has 
openly  declared  its  purpose  of  pursuing.  Our 
contemporary  evidently  means  to  advise  the 

Government  to  be  as  good  as  its  word. 

* 

*  * 

Writing   on   this  subject,  the   Nichi  Nichi 
^himbun  observes  that,  although  the  Minister 
President   ot  State  has  enjoined   upon  Local 
Authorities  the  importance  of  m  intaining  strict 
mutrality  in  coming  elections,  the  injunction 
must  not   be    interpreted   as    forbidding  offi- 
cials to  exercise  in  their  private  capacity  the 
right  of  the  franchise.     They  will,  therefore, 
be  free    to  associate  with  other  people  and 
take  all  lawful  steps  for  the  election  of  candi- 
dates in  whom  they  repose  confidence.    In  the 
choice  of  their  favourite  candidates,  they  will  not 
be  under  any  obligation  to  receive  instructions 
from  their  superiors.    They  are,  however,  ex- 
pected to  choose  such  candidates  as  may  be 
favourable  to  the   policy  of  the  Government. 
They  cannot  relieve  themselves  of  that  plain  obli- 
gation to  the   Government  under   which  they 
hold  office,  and  any  failure  to  discharge  such 
a  moral  duty  ought,   in  the   Nichi  Ntchi's 
opinion,  to  be  punished  with  dismissal.  But 
the  Cabinet,  on  its  part,  owes  it  to  its  sub- 
ordinates to  let  them  know  what  policy  it  is 
pursuing.    Unless  clear  statements  are  made 
public  on  this  head,  inferior  officials  will  ex- 
perience great  difficulties  in  casting  their  votes 
in  the  coming  elections.    The  Cabinet  is,  there- 
fore, urgently  advised  to  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  announcing  the  reasons  why  the  last 
House  of  Representatives  was  dissolved.  Our 
contemporary  suggests  that  the  Minister  Pre- 
sident of  State  and  the  Minister  of  Slate  for 
Foreign  Affairs, should,  on  a  suitableopportunity, 
deliver  speeches  on  the  internal  and  foreign 
policy  of  the  Government.  Failing  that  desirable 
step,  the  Cabinet  may  publish   the  memorial 
which  it  presented  to  the  Emperor  when  it  ad- 
vise   His  Majesty  to  order  dissolution.   "  Why," 
asks        Nichi  Nichi,  "does  the  Cabinet  still 

hesitate  to  take  a  step  of  such  vital  importance  ?  " 
* 

*  * 

The  recent  nomination  of  new  members  to 
ihe  House  of  Peers  has  called  forth  some  un- 
favourable comments  on  the  part  of  the  metro- 
politan papers.  Thev  are  agreed  in  thinking 
ihat  these  nominations  have  been  made  by  the 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  the 
influence  which  it  has  of  late  been  losing  in 
the  Upper  House.  Tlie  Kokkai  protests  against 
the  attempt  which  the  Cabinet  is  thus  supposed 
to  have  made  for  keeping  the  House  of  Peers 
subservient  to  it.  Our  contemporary  does  not 
agree  with  journals  which,  angry  at  the  too-often 
rejection  of  popular  measures  in  the  Upper 
House,  go  to  the  extremity  of  calling  for  the 
lalter's  abolition  altogether.  But  it  heartily 
condemns  the  Upper  House's  inclination  to 
make  itself  subservient  to  the  Government's 
pleasure.  The  Upper  House's  proper  r61e  lies 
in  keeping  itself  independent  alike  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  of  ihe  House  ot  Representatives, 
and  the  Government  is  rebuked  for  attempting 
to  recover  its  influence  in  the  Upper  House  by 
nominating  to  its  life-membership  men  willing 
to  act  at  ils  bidding. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nippon  proposes  amendments  in  the 
Imperial  Ordinance  concerning  the  House  of 
Peers.  The  amendments  are  to  reduce  the 
maximum  limit  fi^ed  for  the  number  of  Imperial 
nominees,  and  also  to  reduce  the  term  of 
their  service  to  seven  years.  As  the  Ordinance 
at  present  stands,  one  half  of  the  House  may 
be  composed  of  Imperial  nominees.  The  ori- 
ginal object  of  the  frainers  of  the  Ordinance 
might  have  been  to  secure  the  service  of 
men  of  independent  judgment  and  sterling 
worth,  but,  as  it  is,  the  nominated  members 
are  said  to  be  in  most  cases  servile  instruments 
of  those  in  power.  Thus  the  desired  indepen- 
dence of  the  Upper  House  is  at  present  well 
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High  impossible.  It  il  be  impossible  10  effect 
both  of  (lie  suggested  changes  at  once,  (lie 
Nippon  hope*  that  at  least  either  one  of  them 
may  be  adopted. 


WiiiinK  on  the  suliject  of  Treaty  Revision, 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  observes  ibat,  ihete 
being  no  objection  on  ihe  pan  of  the  people  to 
lh«  revision  of  the  Tieaties,  the  Government 
has  alrea.lv  taken  some  steps  for  the  solution 
of  the  problem.    The  suspension  of  negotiations 
under  the  i^^imes  of  Count  Inonye  and  Count 
Okuma  having  been  decided  upon  at  the  iniiia- 
tion  of  the  Japanese  Government,  the  past  delay 
in  the  attainment  of  Japan's  object  cannot  be  made 
a  reason  for  renunciation  of  the  existing  treaties. 
But  should  any  Power  refuse  to  agtee  to  Japan  s 
reasonable  and  just  demands  for  revision  on  a 
footing  of  equality,  the  Nichi  Nichi  contends 
that  Japan  would  then  be  justified  in  renouncing 
her  lieaty  with  lite  Power  concerned.    "  What 
Japan  demands,'*  says  our  contemporary,  "is 
simply  to  exercise  equal  rights  with  ihe  Treaty 
Powers  and  to  discharge  equal  obligations  with 
them.    To  reject  such  a  demand  is  to  act  con- 
trary to  jusiice,  and  it  is  but  proper  for  Japan 
to  renounce  her  treaties  with  such  Poweis  as 
may  choose  to  set  justice  at  defiance.  Should 
even  a  siugle  Power  decline  to  agiee  to  Japan's 
demands  for  revision,  the  'All-talents  Cabinet,' 
we  hope,  will  not  hesitate  to  declare  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Treaty    with    such    Power."  Oi 
course  the  Power  thus  dealt  with  by  Japan  will 
protest  against  the  renunciation  of  the  treaty. 
But  if  the  nation  be  united,  the  A  ichi  Nichi  has 
no  fear  about  the  result  of  such  a  protest.  "The 
issue  of  negotiations  for  revision,"  says  our  con- 
temporary in  conclusion,  "  may  bring  about  such 
a  state  of  affairs  (renunciation)  ;  and  we,  con- 
sequently, warn  our  countrymen  to  be  ready  for 
the  contingency.    Perhaps  the  day  may  not  be 
distant,  when  the  Japanese  will  be  able  to  enter 
on  a  heroic  career  as  a  strong  and  enlightened 
Power  in  the  East." 


The  Nippon  is  glad  that  the  above-mentioned 
journal  has  lake-,  such  a  strong  stand  on  the 
subject  of  Treaty  Revision.  Our  contemporary 
stales  that  the  renunciation ,of  the  treaties  is 
the  ultimate  object  of  the  majority  of  those 
who  aie  in  favour  of  their  strict  enforce 
ment.  These  people  have  not  yet  demanded  re- 
nunciation, because  they  did  not  think  that  the 
Government  was  prepared  to  adopt  such  a 
re.'olule  course.  Does  it  indeed,  asks  the  Nip- 
pon, endorse  the  courageous  views  of  the  Nichi 
Nichi}  Our  contemporary  hopes  that  such 
may  be  the  case. 


been  prorogued  a  second  time.  '.'  What  has 
been  done,"  says  the  document  in  conclusion, 
"cannot  be  undone.  Bui  a  caution  may  be 
offeied  for  future  purposes.  It  is  our  sincere 
wish  that  Your  Kxcellencies  may  so  far  con- 
descend as  to  pay  attention  to  what  we  have 
stated,  and  correcting  JTOUl  past  errors,  may  so 
conduct  yourselves  in  future  as  to  justly  deserve 
the  confidence  placed  in  you  by  His  Majesty  the 
Kmpeior."  Concerning  the  contention  that  ihe 
Government  is  blameworthy  for  having  ordered 
dissolution  while  the  Diet  was  still  under  pro- 
rogation, the  Nichi  Nichi  remaiks  that  such 
a  contention  betrays  ignorance  of  constitu- 
tional procedure,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  common 
practice  to  order  prorogation  by  way  of  pre- 
lude to  dissolution 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


CURRKNT  TOPICS. 

We  stated  in  a  recent  issue  that  twenty-nine 
members  of  the  Upper  House  had  presented  a 
memorial  to    the   Cabinet   on   the  subject  of 
Treaty  Enforcement.    We  now  leain  that  in- 
stead ot  twenty-nine,  the  number  ot  ihe  signa- 
tories was  ihirlv-seven      Their  names  are  pub- 
lished in  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun.  the  more 
noted  being  Prince  Nrjo,  Prince  Konoye,  Count 
Shimazu,  Viscount  Nabeshima,  Viscount  T0110. 
Viscount  Matsudaira.  Viscount  Soga,  Viscount 
Tani,  Baron   Date,  Viscount   Ozawa,  Baron 
Watanabe,  Mr.  Matsuoka  Koki,  Mr.  Yasuba 
Yasukagu,  Mr.  Tomita  Tetsunosuke,  and  so 
forth.    According  to  the   Nichi  Nichi,  these 
memorialists  consider  it  a  sign  of  progress  that 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  country  have  come 
to  be  discussed  with  real  interest  by  the  people  in 
General.  In  their  opinion,  the  conduct  of  the  Hon  e 
of  Representatives  in  seeking  to  pass  a  Represen- 
tation on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Enforcement, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  place  itn- 
pediments  in  the  path  of  the  Government's 
enlightened   and   progressive    policy,    for  the 
supporters  of  lire  Representation   were  realh 
actuated   by   a   patriotic  desire  to  elevate  the 
prestige  of  the  country.    The  Cabinet  is,  there- 
fore, blamed  for  having  twice  prorogued  the 
Diet  on  that  account,  and  especially  for  having 
dissolved  the  Lower  House  when  it  had  just 


The  Chu  o  Shimbun    states  that  Viscount 
Tani  is  exciting  himself  to  pursuade  Count 
Okuma,  Count  Itagaki,  and  Viscount  Shinagawa 
to  accept  lite  membership  of  the  Upper  House 
should  the  Emperor  be  pleased  to  nominate 
ihem    to    that  position.     As  noticed  in  these 
columns  some  time  ago,  Viscount  Tani  and  a 
lew  other  Peers  called  on  Count  ito  and  asked 
ihe  Premier  to  exercise  caution  in  advising  the 
Emperor  to  nominate  life  members  to  ihe  Uppei 
House.     A  few    days    subsequently,  several 
nominations  were  gazetted,  and  the  names  of 
these  nominees  have  not  given  much  satisfac- 
tion to  Viscount  Tani.    Consequently,  he  again 
called  on  the  Premier,  and  urged  him  to  give 
the  few  seats  now  remaining  at  his  disposal  to 
men  universally  recognized  as  fit  for  the  post. 
\sked  who  were  thus  universally  recognized,  he 
named  Count  Iiagaki,  Count  Okuma,  and  Vis- 
count Shinagawa.    The  Premier,  while  admit- 
ting the  merits  of  these  statesmen,  expressed 
doubts  as  to  their  willingness  to  accept  an  offer 
of  life  membership.    The  Viscount  then  obtain- 
ed the  Minister  President's  assurance  that  he 
would  advise  the  Emperor  to  nominate  them 
should  they  be  willing  to  serve,  and  thereafter 
he  proceeded    to    sound    the    views  of  the 
three  statesmen.    The  first  person   on  whom 
he  tried  his  power  of  pursuasion  was  Viscount 
Shinagawa.    The  visit  was  made  last  Sunday. 
Viscount  Shinagawa  is  said  to  have  declared 
that,  though  he  was  quiet  willing  to  lake  a  seal 
in  the  Upper  House  if  he  were  elected  by  the 
Peers  of  his  Order,  he  did  not  desire  to  be 
nominated  to  a  life  membership.    He  does  not 
think  it  convenient  for  him  as  leader  of  a  large 
Party  in  the  Lower  House  to  take  a  seal  in  the 
other  Chamber.    However,  in  view  of  the  kind- 
ness of  his  visitor,  he  consented  to  consider  well 
before  coming  to  a  decision     Viscount  Tani  is 
said  to  have  next  called  on  Count  Okuma,  but 
nothing  is  as  yet  known  about  the  results  of  the 
interview. 

*  * 

It    is    reported    that  extensive  changes  of 
personnel  are  about  to  lie  introduced  in  the 
Vice-iMinisterships   of  Slate.      Mr.  Watanab 
of    the    Home  Office,  rumour  says,   will  be 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Suyematsu,  Chief  of  the  Le 
gislative  Buteau,  while  Mr.  Makino,  of  ihe  De 
pariment  of  Education,   will  be  appointed  a 
Governor.      Rumour  also  states  that  a  change 
will  b  i  made  in  the  Vice-Minislership  of  Foreign 
Affairs.      As  to  the  Vice-Ministership  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce,  the  vacancy  has  not  yet 
been  filled.    Various  names  are  mentioned  for 
the  post,  the  most  likely  candidate  being,  in  the 
Nichi  Nichi' s  opinion,  Mr.  Yamanoucht,  former 
Governor  of  Kagoshima.      With  regard  to  the 
Vice-Ministerships,  in  other  Departments,  the 
Nichi  Nichi  thinks  that  appointments  will  be 
made  from  among  members  of  the  House  of 
Peers. 


electors.     Till  exricise  of  llir  f.anchisr,  thrieloie, 

does  not  wairaul  elmtiuciUiti  ■«d        feraiiea  on 

die  pat  I  of  oilier  people.     Ill  llir  coming  electron* 

you  iinisi  be  siiiitly  neutral)  showing  no  partial H y 

to  any  person  or  party,   and  enj  log  lire  same 

altitude  upon  your  subordinate*,  so  thai  the 
lattei  may  i»"l  abuse  then  official  power.  In 
■  lischai gmg  ymn  duties,  you  aie  10  be  1  i({ht 
and  just  in  Hie   application    of   ihe   laws,   and  hit* 

paitial  in  the  conduct  of  aff-rns.    [11  connection 

Willi   the   elections,  VOU   «re   desiird,  Oil  die  one 

hand!  In  eueicise  effective  control  over  ihe  ad- 

niliilsti  alive  UII«Mie«*  torn. died  Willi  the  vnling 
and,  no  ihr  oilier,   ID  Cause  ihr  police  to  propeily 

discharge  then  duties.    In  ofder tddtsdiarpje  yom 

own  duties  111  a  salisfar  tin  y  manner ,  yon  will  havr, 
in  ihe  Hi  si  place,  to  exercise  pioper  supervision 
over  the  chair  men  of  election   and  the  official* 
Charged  with  the  control  of  voting  places.  What 
is  still  moie  important  is  that  clear  and  definite 
distinctions  should  be  made  between  the  dniies  of 
administrative  control   which  you   yourselves  or 
your  delegates  have  to  discharge  in  person  over 
ihe    conduct    of    elections,   and  the    duties  as- 
signed   10    the   chairmen    of    election   and  the 
■official  chaiged    with    the    management    of  vot- 
ing   places;  between    the    duties  of   purely  ad- 
minstiative  Control  and    those  of  police  COiilroJ; 
and    between    dunes  of    police  control   and  ihe 
functions  of  the  chairman   of  election  and  officials 
Cliaiged  with   the   management  of  voting  places. 
Unless  these  points  ar  e  duly  Considered,  an  elec- 
tion can  oevei  be  propeily  conducted,  neither  can 
it  be  possible  to  effectively  maintain  the  good  or- 
der and  tranquility  of  society.    Ii  is,  llieiefore,  my 
earnest  wish  thai   you  will  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  points  I  have  now  eniirnei  ated.     As  to 
details  concerning  lire  conlr  ol  of  elections  and  ihe 
conduct  of  police  business,  I  intend  either  to  give 
you   special  instructions  01  to   hold  consultations 
with  you  relating  to  the  Law   of  Election  and  tire 
punitive  regulations  foi  elections.  Such  in  bi  ief  are 
Ihe  mailers  which  I  desiie  paiticularly  to  bring  to 
your  noiice  in  connection  wiih  ihe  coining  elec- 
tions.    I  hope  that  you  will  carefully  linn  over  in 
your  mind  whal  I  have  thus  far  told  yon,  and  will 
-paie  no  pains  10  propeily  dischaige  your  duties. 


COUNT   1NOUYK  AND  LOCAL  GOVERNORS 

The  following  is  the  report  published  in  the 
Nichi  Nichi  of  the  address  which  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs  delivered  at  the  meet- 
ing of  Local  Governors  in  the  Home  Office  on 
Hie  22nd  ultimo  :  — 

"The  House  of  Representatives  having  been 
dissolved,  a  geneial  election  is  to  take  place  before 
long  The  nghl  of  the  franchise  which  the  people 
enjoy  in  vh  tue  of  law  requires  for  its  propel  exercise 
peiftcl  freedom  of  action  on  the  part  of  individual 


COUNT  ITO  AND  LOCAL  GOVERNORS. 

On  the  23rd  ultimo,  the  Minister  President  of 
State  invited  to  dinner  at  his  official  residence 
all  the  Local  Governors  then  as  embled  in 
Tokyo,  and  addressed  to  them  a  speech,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  condensed  report,  pub- 
lished by  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun:-* 

Gfntlrmkn — I  ihank  you  for  the  pleasure  of 

voili  Company  to-night.     A  geneial  election  being 
about  I  >  take  place  as  the  Cons* qurnce  of  tire  dis- 
solution   of    ihe    House   of    Representatives,  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affaiis  has  summoned  you  lo 
ihe  capital  to  give  you  some  instiuctions   on  the 
matter.     In  availing  myself  of  this  oppoi  trinity  lo 
obtain  your  company  at  dinner,  I  had  no  idea  of 
addressing  yon  on   a  political  subject.     1  wish, 
however,  "to    speak   a    few   words    to  you  about 
the  election.     The  approaching  geneial  election 
will  be    the  third   since   ihe    coining    into   Opel  a- 
lion  of  ihe  Law  of  Election.      Now,  what  I  parti- 
cularly  hope  and  expect   from  you  is  thai  you  will 
endeavour  to  seem  e  ihe  conduct  of  lire  elections  ill 
a  smooth   and   salisfactcny    manner.     Il    is  my 
earnest  desiie  that,  in  carrying  out  the  Law  of 
Election,   yon    will   strive   lo    pievent  useless  in- 
convenience fiom  being  occasioned  to  the  people 
under  your  care.      It  is  also   my  wish  that  effoits 
should  lie  taken  for  pr  eventing  waste  of  money  at 
ihe  election,  the  expenses  of  which  have  a  tend 
errcy   to  incirase  each   lime.      The  lower  o.deis 
,uav  lie  delighted  to  paiticioate   in  I  Ire  exclleilient 

and  met  tv  making  occasioned^. elections.    But  it 
is  a  mallei  of  sei  iousi  consequence  that  candidates 
Foi  scnts  is  the  Diel  thus  squader  their  propei  ry  in 
increasing  proportions   al   each  election,  thereby 
augmenting    the  number  of  impecunious  politi- 
cians.    In  this  respect,   each    succeeding  election 
increases  a  danger  of    sei  ious  natuie   in  local 
politic  s.    Thai  is  the   leason   why  1  ask  you  to 
exert  yam  endeavours  for  ihe  giadual  diminution 
of  the  cost  of   elections.     The   Law  of  Election 
having  been  in  opeiation  as  yet  only  a  shor  I  time, 
warn  of  experience  is  of  Course  unavoidable,  and 
propei  control  has  not  pei  haps  been  exer  cised  over 
elections  thus  far  .  In  the  elections  which  are  about 
to  lake  place,  il  is  my  ing-nl  wish  that  you  should 
exercise  such  control   in  ihe  most    rigid  and  im- 
partial maimer;    You  aie  not  expected  to  assist 
the   return  of   the  candidates  of  any  pailicular 
party.     I  hope  you   will  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Government  does  not  rely  upon  any  of  the  poli- 
tical  parlies.     It   has  been   remarked    by  some 
scholars  that  the  Slate  occupies  a  position  higher 
than  that  of  the  Constitution,  and  similarly  I  wish 
you  to  remember  that  the  primar  y  activity  of  the 
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State  must  not  be  impeded  on  account  of  the 
operation  of  the  Constitution.  On  ibis  suhjr-cl  the 
opinion  "f  scholars  is  fixed,  and  I  need  not  dwell 
on  it  any  fmtlier.  Wliat  I  ask  of  yon,  gentlemen, 
is  briefly  litis,  lliat  in  the  com  fug  election  yon  will 
use  the  utmost  caution  and  caie  so  that  the  good 
inhabitants  under  your  jurisdiction  may  be  spared 
annoyance,  and  that  your  respective  localities  may 
be  exempt  fiom  distm  bances.  Gentlemen,  let  me 
expiess  the  pleasute  I  feel  in  having  yom  fcoiii- 
pany  at  table  by  drinking  your  very  good  health. 


COUNT  INOUYE    AND  LOCAL   POLICB    CHIEFS  AND 
CAPTAINS  OF  GENDARMES. 

Thk  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  as 
already  noticed  in  these  columns,  delivered  an 
address  at  the  meeting  of  Local  Police  Chiefs 
and  Captains  of  Gendarmes  convened  in  the 
Home  Office  on  the  161I1  ultimo.  Various 
erroneous  reports  of  the  speech  have  found 
their  way  into  the  press.  But  the  following, 
taken  from  the  Nichi  Nichi  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
is  said  to  be  the  only  trustworthy  resume  : — 

Local  Chiefs  of  Police  and  Captains  of  Gen- 
darmes—  You  have  been  very  suddenly  oideted  to 
assemble  in  Tokyo,  because  it  has  been  thought 
necessai  y  to  confer  with  you  in  connection  with 
the  coming  elections,  of  which  the  dale  is  to  be 
fixed  eie  long.  In  your  past  expeiience,  llieie 
must  have  been  cases  wheie  you  weie  troubled 
with  doubt  about  the  tine  pin  poll  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  and  regulations  beai  ing  upon 
elections.  Theie  must  also  have  been  cases  ivlieie 
you  were  suddenly  called  upon  to  deal  with  pet- 
plexing  incidents.  In  view  of  these  circumstances, 
it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  hold  consultation 
with  you  befoie  hand.  It  being  the  Government's 
paiticular  intention  to  maintain  Strict  neutrality 
in  the  elections,  you  will  beat  this  fact  always 
in  mind,  and  will  stiicily  tefrain  from  interfering 
with  political  matteis.  In  the  past  elections, 
genetal  as  well  as  occasional,  strife  between  the 
vat  ious  pat  ties  has  always  keen  veiy  been.  Es- 
pecially was  this  the  case  in  the  geneial  elections 
of  1892,  when  theie  w<-i  e  25  peisons  killed,  88 
seveirly  wounded,  and  300  slightly  injured.  In 
the  piesrnt  elections,  b'O,  competition  will  pio- 
badly  be  vei  y  keen,  and  therefore,  you  are 
especially  desired  to  be  sti  icily  neulial  ami  Ui 
refrain  from  all  interference  with  politics.  You 
are  enjoined  neither  to  show  partiality  to  any 
political  party  or  personal  friend,  nor,  in  abuse  of 
your  official  functions,  to  annoy  the  people  by 
interfering  too  much  with  their  piivate  actions. 
On  live  contrary,  you  ars  expected  to  use  the 
utmost  caution,  to  observe  the  utmost  propriety, 
and  to  exeicise  the  utmost  prudence  and  intel- 
ligence in  the  discharge  of  yom  duties,  thereby 
maintaining  (he  good  01  der  and  tranquillity  ot 
society,  and  seeming  the  fiee  and  impailial  opeia- 
tion  of  the  laws  lelating  to  elections.  You  are 
specially  desire  to  piolect  the  people  and  to  assist 
Government  in  ils  intention  of  maintaining  sliicl 
neutrality.  

THE  SILVER   WEDDING  OF  THE   EMPEROR  AND 
EMPRESS. 

The  Official  Gatette  of  the  27th  ultimo  an- 
nounces that  a  celebration  will  he  held  in  the 
Palace  on  the  9th  of  March  to  commemorate 
the  silver  wedding  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  a  ceremony  of  the 
kmd  on  Westein  lines  has  been  held  in  Japan. 
A  custom  of  a  similar  character,  but  arbitrarily 
observed,  has  existed  in  some  of  the  houses  of 
the  upper  classes,  friends  and  relatives  being 
invited  to  a  congratulatory  feast,  twenty,  thirty, 
or  it  might  be  forty  years  after  the  marriage  of 
the  head  of  the  house.  Such  affairs,  however, 
have  never  been  subjected  to  any  fixed  rule, 
whereas  the  celebration  to  be  held  at  the  Palace 
in  March  is  spoken  of  as  Tiieir  Majesties, 
"silver  wedding  "  {ginkonshiki),  doubtless  the 
first  practical  employment  of  the  term  in  Japan. 
The  example  thus  set  by  the  Sovereign  will  cer- 
tainly be  followed  by  the  nation,  and  silver  and 
golden  weddings  will  henceforth  occupy  a  re- 
cognized place  in  the  list  of  domestic  festivals. 

*  * 

The  ceremony  at  the  Palace  on  the  9th  of 
March,  in  commemoration  of  the  25th  year  of 
married  life  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  is  to 
be  on  a  grand  scale,  according  to  the  Chtt-o 
Shimbun.  All  the  decorations  will  be  silver 
or  silvern.  A  Levee  will  be  held  in  the  fore- 
noon after  the  same  fashion  as  that  on  New 
Year's  Day,  and  in  the  evening  there  will  a 
party  at  which  the  Court  musicians  will  per- 


form and  various  forms  of  entertainment  will 
be  oiganized.  It  is  also  alleged  that  a  present 
of  money  will  be  made  to  every  Japanese  of  or 
over  90  years  of  age,  and  that  a  general  amnesty 
will  be  proclaimed  for  political  prisoners. 
Doubtless  the  city  will  be  illuminated,  and  the 
nation  will  not  be  wanting  in  demonstrations 
of  loyal  rejoicing. 

YOKOHAMA   FIRE  BRIGADE. 

The  new  buildings  of  the  Yokohama  Fire  Brigade 
Station,  erected  from  designs  by  the  foreman, 
Mr.  N.  Morgin,  were  formally  accepted  by  the 
Committee  on  Friday.  For  some  long  time  the 
Brigade's  property  has  been  most  indifferently 
housed,  but  the  state  of  the  Committee's  funds 
precluded  any  step  being  taken  to  belter  the 
accomodation.  At  the  last  yearly  meeting  of  sub- 
scribers, however,  an  announcement  was  made 
by  Mr.  James  Walter,  one  of  the  most  enthusi- 
astic and  hard-working  members  of  this  public- 
spirited  body,  that  the  finances  of  the  Committee 
at  last  allowed  of  new  premises  being  built. 
Arrangements  were  consequently  made,  which 
have  resulted  in  the  present  substantial,  well- 
designed,  but  unpretentious  station.  The  build- 
ings are  two-storeyed,  with  a  frontage  on  Satsu- 
ma-cho  of  67  feet  and  a  depth  of  26  feet. 
They  are  constructed  of  brick  with  stone  dress- 
ings, t he  only  ornamentation  on  the  severely 
plain  faijade  being  two  owls,  the  emblematic 
bird  of  the  fireman  ;  a  helmeted  head  of  a 
fireman,  with  the  letters  Y.F.B  ,  above,  and 
the  Brigade's  motto,  "Semper  Paratus  " — Al- 
ways Ready — underneath  ;  and  two  allegorical 
groups  of  hatchets,  burning  torches,  foul  pikes, 
etc.  The  engine-house  opens  straight  on  to 
the  street,  by  three  sliding  doors,  and  is 
45  feet  by  26  feet,  of  a  height  of  14  feet, 
and  arches  of  10  feet.  Here  are  placed  in 
readiness  the  brigade's  engines,  manuals,  hose 
reels,  and  small  Hegt's  engines.  On  the  left 
hand  side  is  a  wide  space  for  extra  gear  and 
appliances,  while  a  deep  pit  is  sunk  in  the 
concrete  floor  for  the  purpose  of  affording  every 
facility  in  the  repairing  of  the  engine  boilers  and 
steamers.  Opening  out  fiom  this  room  are  the 
store-room  and  work-shop,  and  beyond  them  the 
watch-room.  In  the  last  room  hangs  a  spirited 
drawing  of  a  London  Fire  Brigade  turn-out,  one 
of  the  figures  in  which  is  a  likeness  of  the 
Y.F  B.'s  Superintendent,  Mr.  Kipling,  and  by 
its  side  is  a  sketch  from  Harper's  of  a  fire 
in  a  Japanese  town  and  its  manner  of  extinc- 
tion. The  watch-room  opens  into  a  pass- 
age which  leads  to  the  staircase  giving  ac- 
cess to  the  upper  rooms,  where  are  located  the 
living  apartments  of  Superintendent  Kipling 
and  Foreman  Morgin.  On  the  first  landing  is 
built  a  doorway  opening  straight  into  the  engine- 
room,  affording  instant  access  to  the  steamers 
in  case  of  a  night-alarm.  The  upper  rooms  ate 
well  arranged  and  excellently  lighted,  and  have 
telephonic  communication  from  the  look-out 
tower,  together  with  two  means  of  entrance  and 
exit.  The  premises  are  well  worthy  of  the 
Settlement,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  their 
designer  and  builder. 

DEATH    OF   SIR    GERALD  PORTAL,    C.B.,    K  C.M.G. 

The  telegram  which  we  published  on  Tuesday, 
containing  trie  news  of  the  death  of  Sir  Gerald 
Portal,  is  untrue  in  one  particular,  as  the  last 
London  papers  announce  his  safe  arrival  ill 
London  about  the  middle  of  December,  and  as 
his  name  subsequently  appeared  in  the  list  of 
guests  staying  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  at 
Sandringham,  he  must  then  have  been  in  faiily 
good  health.  But  the  rest  of  the  telegram  must, 
we  fear,  be  only  too  true,  and  if  that  is  so,  not 
only  has  the  British  Diplomatic  Service  been 
deptived  of  one  of  its  most  successful  and  able 
members,  one  before  whom  there  was  a  career 
of  the  highest  promise,  but  the  entire  public 
service  of  England  has  sustained  a  loss  which 
may  be  regarded  as  little  short  of  a  calamity.  Sir 
Gerald  Portal  entered  the  Diplomatic  Service  in 
1 879,  and  was  first  employed  at  Rome.  In  1882, 
he  was  transferred  to  Egypt,  and  was  present  at 
the  bombardment  of  Alexandria,  for  which  he 
received  the  war  medal  and  Khedive's  star.  In 
1887.  lie  was  appointed  to  proceed  on  a  Mission 
to  Abyssinia,  and  for  his  services  on  that  oc- 


casion he  subsequently  received  the  distinction 
of  a  C.B.  Since  then  he  has  been  employed 
exclusively  in  Eastern  Africa,  and  his  services 
there,  as  Commissioner  and  Consul-Genera!, 
were  so  highly  appreciated  that  he  received,  at 
an  exceptionally  early  age,  the  distinction  of 
K.C.M  G.,  and  was  subsequently  chosen  by 
Lord  Rosebery,  with  the  fullest  approval  of  the 
press  of  all  shades  of  politics  in  London,  to 
proceed  to  Uganda  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
on  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  that  coun- 
try. Difficulties  had,  it  will  be  recollected, 
arisen  there  from  the  differences  between 
French  Roman  Catholic  and  English  Protestant 
missionaries,  which  had  culminated  in  a  state 
of  actual  war,  and  quarrels  between  Protestants 
and  Catholics  were,  it  was  reported  in  England, 
being  fought  out  in  the  very  heart  of  Central 
Africa,  with  a  bitterness  that  could  only  find  a 
parallel  in  the  streets  of  Balfast.  The  British 
East  African  Company  had  also  made  a  vigor- 
ous attempt,  and  sunk  a  large  capital  in  doing 
so,  to  occupy  and  administer  the  whole  of  the 
district  lying  between  Zanzibar  and  Victoria 
Nyanza,  and  at  the  time  when  the  reports  of 
religious  war  reached  London,  the  Company 
had  just  declared  their  inability  to  continue 
their  work  under  the  limitations  originally  im- 
posed on  them.  A  large  and  influential  party 
in  England  was  strongly  in  favour  of  withdraw- 
ing from  the  country  altogether  and  equally 
strongly  opposed  to  the  granting  of  any  assist- 
ance whatsoever  to  the  East  African  Company. 
But  on  our  continuance  in  Uganda  entirely  de- 
pended the  keeping  open  of  the  trade  routes  to 
Central  Africa,  with  all  their  possible  future  con- 
tingencies, and  the  question  appeared  so  import- 
ant that  it  was  one  of  the  very  first  to  come  under 
the  deliberation  of  the  Gladstone  Cabinet.  The 
Cabinet  was  divided  on  the  subject,  but  Lord 
Rosebeiv,  supported  by  strong  expressions  of 
opinion  from  Protestants  of  all  sects  throughout 
the  country,  carried  the  day,  and  it  was  decided 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  hold 
we  had  already  obtained.  This  was  in  November 
1892.  Sir  Gerald  Portal's  appointment  quickly 
followed,  and  in  January  of  last  year  he  started 
from  Zanzibar,  escorted  by  a  fairly  strong  force, 
on  his  march  of  700  miles  up  to  Uganda.  A 
long  report  by  him  was  published  in  The  Times 
in  September  last,  and  in  November  he  again 
reached  Zanzibar  on  the  conclusion  of  his  work. 
His  untimely  death  may  have  been  caused  by 
ihe  severity  of  the  change  of  climate  from  that 
of  Central  Africa  to  that  of  England  in  mid- 
winter, but  whatever  the  cause,  it  will  be  uni- 
versally deplored. 

THE   NEW   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

An  esiimate  of  the  composition  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  published  by  the  Shin 
Choya  newspaper,  a  journal  favourable  to  the 
Opposition  rather  than  to  the  Government.  In 
this  forecast  the  various  parties  and  coteries  are 
distributed  as  follow  : — 

SUPPORTERS  OF  THE  CABINET. 

Members; 


The  Jiyu-to   95 

The  Inokakii  gltmi  (followei  s  of  Mr.  Inouye 

K  rkug.rro)...   5 

The   Kishugumi  (direct  followeis  of  Mi. 

Millso)    5 

Tire  J ' itsugyo'ha  (business-men's  party)   10 

The  Kanmuchi-gumi  (folio  wei  s  of  Mr.  Kan- 

inuchi  lomotsuoe)    5 

The  Moderate  Section  ol  lire  Kokumin-to  ...  5 

The  Mndei  ale  Section  of  the  Seimu-chosajo  15 

Total  140 

OPPONENTS  OF  THK  CABINET. 

I'he  Kaishin-to   45 

The  Doshi  Seisha   25 

The  Domei-Seisha    35 

The  Extremists  of  ihe  Hokumin-to    30 

The  Exitemists  of  the  Seimu-chosa-jo    5 

Total   140 

Independents    20 

*  * 

Commenting  on  this  list,  our  Tokyo  con- 
temporary offers  certain  explanations.  First, 


with  regard  to  Mr.  Kanmuchi's  followers,  it 
observes  that,  in  view  of  ihe  decided  line  taken 
by  them  in  the  session  just  closed,  their  inclu- 
sion among  the  Cabinet's  supporters  mav  be 
thought  strange.    But  in  point  of  fact  Mr. 
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Kanmuchi,  from  the  time  of  "is  l,,sl  *ppwu> 

ante  ill  ihe  political  Hiena.  lias  had  ihe  closest 
possible  relations  with  Mr.  Mulsii,  and  it  was 
UOt  «»til  the  question  of  strict  enforcement  of 
the  Treaties  came  upon  the  tapis,  that  he  broke 
away  momentarily  from  his  normal  alliance. 
In  the  second  place,  it  is  beyond  doubt  that 
a  section  of  the  Kokumin  Kyokai  were  always 
favoiable  to  the  Government,  and  never,  at  the 
time  of  the  Party's  organization,  contemplated 
the  possibility  of  finding  themselves  in  opposi- 
tion. But  when  the  leader  of  the  Party  and 
the  great  bulk  of  its  rank  and  file  raised  their 
hands  against  the  Government,  the  Moderates 
did  not  dare,  or  lacked  moral  strength,  to  swim 
against  the  stream.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
when — as  is  inevitable  in  the  sequel  of  the  coin- 
ing elections — the  Kokumin  Kyo  kai  dwindles 
into  sucn  insignificance  as  to  lose  its  power  of 
attraction,  the  Moderates  111  its  ranks  will  return 
to  their  old  affinities.  Again,  as  to  the  Moderates 
of  the  Seimu-chosajo.  It  will  be  remembered 
that,  in  the  last  session  of  the  Diet,  the  Seimtt- 
chosa-jo  formed  a  prominent  and  seemingly 
implacable  fraction  of  the  Opposition.  But  in 
its  numbers  were  included  some  fifteen  men 
originally  members  of  the  Shiba  Shukaijo, 
which  association  was  always  found  on  the 
temperate  side  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  Diet. 
The  radically  changed  action  of  these  fifteen 
men  in  the  fifth  session,  is  attributed  to  the 
immediate  influence  of  personal  friends,  and 
the  supposition  is  that  the  Government  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  recovering  their  temporarily 
alienated  support.  Finally,  with  regard  to  the 
Independents,  the  fact  that  they  refrain  from 
entering  the  ranks  of  any  political  party  show 
plainly  enough  that  their  proclivities  are  pro 
official,  and  a  little  skilful  management  ought 
to  secure  them  for  the  Government. 

According  to  the  above  estimate,  the  Go 
vernment  may  reasonably  hope  to  obtain  the 
support  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  House  next 
session.    But  one  most  important  fact  has  to 
be  noted  on  the  threshold  of  any  such  forecast 
it  is,  that  the  Jiyu-to  cannot  fairly  be  reckoned 
as  supporters  of  the  Cabinet.     Between  th 
Jiyu-to  and  the  Government  there  stand  always 
two   partitions :   one  is   reduction  of  official 
salaiies;  the  oilier,  reduction  of  the  rate  of  the 
Land  Tax.    The  two  may  indeed  be  regarded 
as  one  in  the  sense  that  they  are  more  or  less 
inter-dependent.    The  Jiyu-to  seek  to  cut  down 
official  salaries  in  order  to  provide  funds  for 
lowering   the  Land   Tax.    But  this  con  nee 
tion  not  having  been  openly  declared  either  in 
the  Diet  or  on  the   platforms,   and   the  two 
questions  having  been  hitherto  treated  separ 
ately,  it  cannot  be  confidently  concluded  that 
a  settlement  of  the  one  would  neccessarily  dis 
pose  of  the  other.     At  all  events,  so  long  as 
the  two  remain  on  the  tapis,  it  is  certain  that  at 
some  stage  of  their  relations  the  Jiyu-to  and 
the  Cabinet  will  be  found  in  hopeless  conflict 
Further,  we  fail  to  appreciate  the  rationale  of 
including  among  Government  supporters  the 
Kanmuchi  coterie,  which  is  known  to  be  an 
tagonistic  on  the  very  subject  that  must  be 
placed  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  next  ses 
sion,  namely,  strict  enforcement  of  the  Treaties 
In  truth  it  seems  to  us  that,  if  the  Shin-Choya 
distribution  of  parties  be  correct,  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  have  more  than  35  or  40  uniform 
supporters  in  the  next  House  of  Representatives. 


Perhaps  the  most  interesting  features  of  t he 
Shin-Choya' s  estimate  are  that  it  predicts  virtual 
disintegration  for  the  Kokumin  Kyokai,  that  it 
does  not  anticipate  any  increment  of  Kaishin-to 
strength,  and  that  it  expects  the  Jiyu-to  to  make 
considerable  gains.  The  Jiyu-to,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  last  session,  mustered  95,  of 
which  total  20  seceded  in  connection  with 
the  Hoshi  Torn  affair,  and  formed  the  Doshi 
Club.  The  Shin-Choya  anticipates  that  the 
Jiyu-to  proper  will  win  20  seats  in  lieu  of  these 
recalcitrants,  thus  recovering  its  original  strength 
of  95,  and  that  the  Doshi  Ciub  will  gain  an 
accession  of  5,  the  aggiegate  Radical  increment 
being  thus  25.  For  the  Domei  Ciub,  also  now 
numbering  25,  an  addition  of  10  is  foretold,  our 


COn temporary'!  idea  being  that  the  35  seals  ihus 
won  by  the  Jiyu-to,  the  Doshi  Club,  and  the 
Domei  Club,  will  be  lost  by  the  Kokumin  Kyo 
kaii  which  Party  will  consequently  dwindle 
0111  its  piesent  strength  of  70  to  35.  But  II  is 
ill  conjecture. 


An  estimate  published  by  the  Kokkai  on  the 
rd  of  this  month  differed  essentially  from  the 
hove.  It  assigned  the  following  members  to 
the  various  parlies  in  the  new  House  : — Jiyu  to, 
70;  Kaishin-lo,  50;  Kokumin  Kyokai,  50; 
Domei  Club,  30;  Doshi Club,  25;  Seimu  Chosa 
jo,  20;  Eastern  Radicals,  5;  Independent,  50 
Of  the  two  forecasts,  that  of  the  Shin-Choya 
seems  the  more  closely  reasoned. 


THE  SUNG  PU  MURDERS. 

An  impression  prevails  in  Shanghai  that  the 
only  satisfaction  obtained  by  Consul-General 
Bock  for  the  assassination  of  his  two  country- 
men at  Sung  pu  is  a  pecuniary  solatium.  That 
iocs  not  tally  with  our  information.  We  were 
recently  assured  from  a  source  that  should  be 
unquestionable,  that  the  execution  of  two  of 
the  rioters — the  ringleaders — had  been  agreed 
to.  There  is,  as  yet,  nothing  definite  to  dis- 
prove our  version.  The  accused  are  still  in 
prison  and  their  ultimate  fate  is  not  known. 
Nevertheless,  a  great  many  persons  seem  con- 
vinced that  really  substantial  justice  will  be 
evaded.  On  the  strength  of  that  belief,  the 
leading  residents  of  Hankow  have  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  the  Foreign  Representa 
lives  in  Peking,  under  date  January  2nd  : — 

May  it  please  your  Excellencies, 

We  the  undersigned,  members  of  various  nationali 
ties  residing  in  the  district  of  Hankow,  regard  with 
much  apprehension  the  fact  that,  although  six  months 
ve  now  passed  since  the  deplorable  Sung-pu  mas 
sacre,  there  has  been  110  adequate  enquiry  made  in 
regard  to  itj^nor,  as  can  be  ascertained,  have  the 
guilty  been  brought  to  justice.  We  are  strongly  of 
opinion  that  a  thorough  enquiry  into  this  c;ise  would 
not  only  throw  a  flood  of  light  on  the  long  series  of 
nti-foreign  outrages,  from  which  so  many  have  suf- 
fered during  recent  years,  but  also  greatly  help  to 
bring  them  to  an  end  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand  should 
the  matter  be  allowed  to  drop  without  justice  being 
done,  we  have  much  reason  to  fear  the  disturbances 
w'ill  continue. 

We  are  also  exceedingly  grieved  to  know  that  a 
number  of  innocent  natives  have  been  made  to  suffer 
so  seriously  in  connection  witli  this  case.  Many  of 
them  have  been  driven  from  their  homes,  and  have 
lost  all  they  possessed,  through  no  fault  of  theirs,  but 
simpiy  and  soleiy  because  th-y  happened  to  be  as 
soci  ited  with  foreigners  at  that  pi  ce.  We  feel  as- 
sured that  the  righting  of  their  wrongs  would  do  much 
to  orevent  tiie  like  from  happening  another  time, and 
we  desire  by  this  petition  to  show  our  sympathy  with 
them,  and  how  earnestly  we  hope  that  a  party  which 
has  recently  left  for  Peking,  to  lay  their  case  before 
the  higher  authorities,  may  meet  with  success. 

We  do  not  presume  lo  dictate  to  Your  Excellencies 
in  any  way,  but  respectfully  venture  to  bring  these 
matters  t<>  your  notice,  in  the  hope  that,  through  the 
deep  interest  you  t-'Ue  in  all  that  concerns  the  mutual 
welfare  of  foreigners  and  natives,  and  the  powerful  in- 
fluence you  can  bring  to  bear,  it  may  be  possible  to 
have  something  done. 


2 2 ml  instant  lo  hear  the  leport  which  the  Cap- 
tain and  Supercargo  had  lo  give  about  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany in  respect  of  the  competition.  The  in- 
formation  obtained  tallies  with  thai  previously 
given  in  these  columns.  After  the  Captain  and 
Supercargo  had  slated  their  views,  the  officers 
)f  the  Company  are  said  to  have  decided  that, 
under  the  piesent  aspect  of  affairs,  it  is  essen- 
tial not  only  that  the  Union  of  Spinners  should 
back  the  Yusen  Kaisha  to  the  utmost,  but  also 
that  the  Government  and  the  public  should 
pay  due  attention  to  the  affair,  inasmuch  as  its 
international  character  fully  merits  notice  at 
their  hands." 

*  * 

Despite  the  Hochi  Shimbun's  information, 
we  take  leave  to  doubt  whether  the  international 
element  of  this  competition  received  any  pro- 
minence in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
officers  of  the  Japanese  Company.  That  the 
competing  vessels  belong  lo  different  na- 
tions is  a  mere  accident.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
fight,  it  had  better  be  confined  to  purely  busi- 
ness lines.  International  feeling  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 


THE   YOKOHAMA-BOMBAY  SERVICE. 

"  The  various  means,"  writes  the  Hochi  Shim- 
bun,  "  resorted  to  by  the  Peninsular  and  Ori- 
ental Company  to  impede  and  bring  about  the 
abandonment  of  the  steamship  service  to  Bom- 
bay started  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  have 
simply  produced  the  opposite  effect.  The 
Union  of  Japanese  Spinners  has  now  resolved 
10  go  hand-in-hand  with  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha,  and  to  stand  stoutly  to  its  guns  as 
originally  stipulated.  This  attitude  on  the  part 
of  ihe  Company  and  the  Spinners  has  evoked 
corresponding  enthusiasm  in  Bombay,  where 
Mr.  Tata,  the  spinners'  agent,  is  reported 
as  having  resolved  to  apply  two  steamers  lo 
the  service,  one  of  which  left  Singapore  on 
the  2 1st  instant  for  Yokohama.  The  Yusen 
Kaisha's  original  arrangement  was  that  four 
sieamers  should  be  placed  on  the  line,  but  this 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  Bombay  agent  modi- 
fies the  situation,  and  it  is  believed  that  for  the 
present  two  vessels  only,  the  Hiroshima  Maru 
and  the  Miike  Maru  will  be  employed.  The 
former  vessel  having  lately  returned  from 
her  maiden  voyage  to  Bombay,  the  principal 
officers  of   the   Yusen    Kaisha  met   on  the 


THE  GENERAL  ELECTIONS. 

An  Imperial  Rescript  issued  on  Monday  fixes 
the  date  for  the  General  Elections  on  March  1st. 
The  original  supposition  of  the  public  was  that 
the  201I1  of  February  would  be  the  day  chosen, 
but  consideration  for  the  convenience  of  electors 
and  for  facilities  of  communication  induced  tiie 
Government  to  decide  upon  a  postponement  of 
a  week.  In  the  northern  parts  of  the  empire  it 
is  often  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  move  from 
place  to  place  during  the  month  of  February. 
Doubtless  for  tiie  sake  of  the  people  inhabiting 
those  less  clement  districts  a  dale  even  later 
than  that  now  announced  would  have  been 
more  suitable.  But  other  questions  also  have 
to  be  considered,  and,  on  the  whole,  the  time 
appointed  is  probably  the  best. 

* 

*  * 

According  to  the  Law  of  tiie  Houses,  the 
proclamation  convening  the  Diet  must  be  issued 
at  least  forty  days  before  the  dale  of  convention, 
and  according  to  tiie  Constitution,  when  the 
Diet  rises  in  consequence  of  dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  must  be  convoked 
again  within  five  months  of  the  date  of  dissolu- 
tion. Thus  an  inferior  limit  and  a  superior  are 
fixed.  Forty  days  from  the  istof  March  brings 
us  to  April  91I1,  the  earliest  dale  when  the  Diet 
could  meet.  Five  months  from  December  29th 
— the  day  of  dissolution — brings  us  to  May  29th, 
the  latest  dale  when  the  Houses  could  be  as- 
sembled. We  imagine  that  the  beginning  of 
May  will  be  selected  as  the  most  suitable  time. 

CURRENT  GOSSIP. 

Count  Ito,  Count  Inotiye,  and  Count  Yama- 
gata  recently  met  at  the  Fujita-gumi's  branch 
office  in  Tsukiji.  This  fact  has  given  rise  to 
various  rumours.  But  we  learn  on  good  au- 
thority that  the  meeting  had  no  political  signi- 
ficance whatever,  being  merely  a  convivial 
gathering.  That  nothing  requiring  secrecy  was 
discussed  on  the  occasion  is  certain  from  the 
fact  that  there  were  present  several  outsiders, 
mostly  literary  men.  It  is  not  denied  that  poli- 
tical topics  were  introduced,  and  that  some 
discussion  took  place,  but  as  already  stated,  the 
conversation  was  friendly  and  informal.  It  is 
not  true,  as  rumour  alleges,  that  eitner  Count 
Yamagala  or  Count  Inotiye  was  so  overpowered 
with  emotion  in  the  course  of  a  healed  discus- 
sion as  to  shed  tears. 

* 

The  Niroku  Shimpo  reports,  with  what  truth 
it  is  scarcely  necessary  lo  examine,  that  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  three  Counts  was  to 
consider  the  policy  lo  be  pursued  at  the  time 
of  the  next  general  election.  Count  Yamagata, 
says  our  contemporary,  was  strongly  in  favour 
of  interference,  but  Count  Ito  would  not  listen 
to  such  advice.  The  Niroku  also  goes  on  to 
observe  that  Count  Ito's  object  is  to  forme 
neutral  party  out  of  the  members  returned  for 
the  new  Diet.    They  are  to  be  united  on  the 
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Eastern  Qies'.ion.  to  the  solution  of  which  the 
Premier  is  resolved  Id  devote  his  energy  in 
coticni  wifh  Count  Goto.  For  this  purpose 
Count  Goiowill  be  appointed  Japanese  Minister 
to  Cluna  towards  the  end  ot  March.  This  is  the 
reason,  says  the  Niroku,  why  Count  Goto  was 
so  easily  induced  to  give  up  the  portfolio  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

* 

*  * 

Some  members  of  the  House  of  Peers,  29  in 
number,  have  presented  a  memorial  to  the 
Minister  President  on  the  subject  of  Treaty 
Enforcement.  The  principal  peers  among  them 
are  Prince  Konoye,  Viscount  Tani,  Viscount 
Torio,  and  so  forth.  They  are  in  favour  of 
Strict  Enforcement.  The  incident  in  itself 
possesses  little  political  significance,  for  a  small 
section  of  the  Upper  House  has  always  been 
understood  to  be  in  favour  of  the  movement 
The  matter  would  not  have  attracted  much 
public  attention  had  not  the  Opposition  papers 
announced  it  in  an  exaggerated  manner.  The 
Hochi  Shimbun,  for.  instance,  declares  the 
memorial  to  be  a  severe  blow  to  the  Cabinet. 
The  evident  object  of  our  contemporary  is 
twofold,  namely,  to  obtain  the  goodwill  of  the 
Peers,  and  to  discredit  the  Cabinet.  It  is  re- 
ported that  some  ex-members  of  the  Lower 
House  asked  to  be  allowed  to  subscribe  their 
names  to  the  memorial,  but  that  they  were  re- 
fused by  the  Peers,  who  do  not  wish  to  work  in 
common  with  political  agitators. 


STRIKE   IN  THE   OSAKA  SPINNING  FACTORY. 

A  strike  took  place  on  the  26th  ultimo  at  the 
lemma  Boseki  Kaisha  in  Osaka.  Out  of  a 
thousand  hands  employed,  some  two  hundred 
took  part  in  the  strike.  The  trouble  was  not 
about  wages  :  what  the  strikers  wanted  was 
that  Mr.  Kawa  Seizaburo,  the  chief  expert  of 
the  factory,  and  his  two  or  three  assistants 
should  be  dismissed.  Tiieir  method  of  inti- 
mating their  dissatisfaction  with  these  experts 
wastoassembleoutsideone  of  the  workshops  and 
exercise  their  lungs  vehemently.  Hearing  this 
sudden  shouting,  the  other  workmen  imagined 
that  fire  had  broken  out,  and  inasmuch  as  a  vivid 
memory  still  existed  of  the  terrible  catastrophe 
that  occurred  in  the  same  factory  last  year,  a 
stampede  was  made  to  escape  from  the  building, 
and  in  the  struggle  several  persons  were  slightly 
injured.  The  police  were  speedily  on  the  scene, 
and  ordered  the  strikers  to  disperse,  but  though 
the  order  was  obeyed  temporarily,  some  of  the 
men  returned  in  the  evening,  having  fortified 
themselves  with  liquor  in  the  meanwhile,  and 
by  intimidation  prevented  their  peaceably  dis- 
posed fellow-workmen  from  entering  the  shops. 
Work  had  to  be  suspended  at  the  factory  foi 
the  night,  but  this  victory  cost  the  malcontents 
dear,  as  sixteen  of  their  number  were  arrested 
by  the  police  and  locked  up  on  a  charge  of  un- 
lawful intimidation.   

MESSRS.  SAM  UKL  SAMUEL  AND  CO.   AND  THE 
YOKOHAMA  GUILDS, 

The  long-protracted  fight  between  Messrs. 
Samuel  Samuel  &  Co.  and  the  Japanese  Guilds 
is  not  yet  concluded.  We  recently  reported  the 
fact  that  a  watch  had  been  posted  by  the  Guilds 
in  order  to  make  their  boycott  effective.  This 
watch  was  stationed  in  the  street  outside  the 
firm's  premises,  and  its  duty  was  to  intercept 
any  Japanese  who,  by  opening  business  rela- 
tions witli  the  foreign  firm,  violated  the  boy- 
cotting compact.  In  announcing  this  fact  we 
expressed  a  very  strong  opinion  as  to  the 
illegality  of  such  action,  and  stated  our  con- 
viction that  it  would  never  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Authorities.  We  now  learn  from  the  News 
Agency  that  the  Local  Authorities  have  per- 
sistently set  their  face  against  the  high-handed 
proceedings  of  the  guilds.  It  is  probable  that 
preventive  measures  were  adopted  originally  at 
the  instigation  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Legation.  Persuasion  and  argument  were  resort- 
ed to  at  first,  the  Chairman  of  the  Guilds  beinj> 
summoned  to  the  Prefectural  Office,  and  advised 
to  discontinue  the  stationing  of  a  watch.  Gentle 
counsels,  however,  having  proved  unavailing, 
tiie  police  made  their  appearance  upon  the 
aceue,  aud  warned  the  Guilds  that  the  strong 


arm  of  the  law  would  be  put  forth  unless  the 
Prelects  advice  were  quietlv  followed.  Con- 
fronted by  this  prospect,  the  Guilds  held  a  meet- 
ing on  the  20lh  inst.  to  consider  the  situation 
At  first  lofty  notions  seem  to  have  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  worthy  merchants  failed 
to  see  why  they  should  not  place  a  guard  in  the 
street  to  restrain  themselves,  provided  it  did  not 
at  the  same  time  inconvenience  the  public. 
But  they  ultimately  resolved  to  entrust  the 
matter  to  a  Committee  of  twelve,  and  the  Com- 
mittee, after  deliberation,  decided  that  the 
watch  should  be  discontinued.  Of  course  there 
was  no  admission  that  this  step  was  taken  "on 
coercion."  The  Guilds  amused  themselves  with 
the  gentle  fiction  that  the  Minister  of  Slate  for 
Home  Affairs,  the  Prefect,  and  the  police  were 
negligible  quantities,  but  that  really  as  no 
member  of  the  Guilds  had  ever  attempted  to  go 
behind  the  boycott,  it  was  a  pity  to  disappoint 
the  watch  by  keeping  it  in  the  street  to  no 
purpose.  It  will  not  matter  a  row  of  pins,  we 
imagine,  what  salve  the  good  people  of  the 
Guild  employed  to  heal  their  dignity.  The 
watch  is  gone,  and  that  is  all  that  was  needed. 
We  may  note,  en  passant,  that  Japanese  dealers 
in  yarns  have  offered  to  mediate  between  the 
Guilds  and  the  foreign  firm.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  succeed. 


JAPANESB  CEMENT. 

Proprietors  of  the  principal  Japanese  cement 
works,  sensible  of  the  serious  blow  that  has 
been  dealt  to  their  enterprise  by  the  failure  of 
some  of  the  blocks  used  in  the  Yokohama 
breakwaters,  held  a  meeting  in  Osaka  at  the 
fall  of  last  year  to  concert  measures  of 
improvement.  They  arrived,  says  the  News 
Agency,  at  the  conclusion  that  the  best  course 
to  adopt  would  be  to  establish  a  union 
sales'  office,  where  cements  produced  at  dif- 
ferent works  would  be  graded  according  to 
their  quality.  This  office  would  have  a  mono- 
poly of  cement  sales,  and  as  the  various  com- 
panies would  merely  send  their  produce  there 
for  disposal,  an  end  would  be  put  to  the  keen 
competition  which  is  believed  to  be  the  primary 
cause  of  deterioration  in  the  cements  produced. 
Funds  to  meet  current  expenses,  and  also  to 
furnish  security  in  accepting  contracts,  would 
be  obtained  by  each  company  paying  25  sen  on 
each  cask  of  cement  produced.  The  total 
number  of  casks  now  produced  is  over  300,000 
annually,  so  that  ample  capital  would  be  pro- 
vided by  the  above  method.  It  seems  to  be 
thought  that  the  scheme  will  very  soon  become 
a  practical  reality. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 

Later  intelligence  from  Korea  confirms  what 
we  have  written  as  to  the  origin  of  the  recent 
commotion  in  Song-do.  The  Jiji  Shimpo's  cor- 
respondent, writing  from  Soul  on  January  23rd, 
gives  apparently  trustworthy  details,  said  to  be 
based  upon  the  report  of  Japanese  policemen 
despatched  to  the  scene  of  disturbance.  Go- 
vernor Li  and  his  Lieutenant  Kim,  of  Song  do, 
had  been  notorious  for  their  merciless  exactions 
and  tyranny.  Theirexiortionsbecame  intolerable, 
even  to  the  patient  Koreans.  In  the  eleventh 
month  of  last  year  (Korean  calendar),  several 
of  the  richest  inhabitants  were  thrown  into  pri- 
son on  various  pretexts,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining bribes,  for  their  release — a  practice  com- 
monly resorted  to  by  local  authorities  in  the 
peninsular  Kingdom.  The  total  amount  demand- 
ed for  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners  was  several 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  ryo  (a  ryo  is  equal  to 
25  cents.)  The  unhappy  prisoners  were  told  that 
unless  they  could  get  together  the  required  sum, 
their  ginseng  fieldsshould  be  confiscated.  One  of 
the  incarcerated  men,  K&Tosan,  is  said  to  have 
paid  about  seventy  thousand  ryo,  but  still  failing 
to  obtain  his  release,  he  attempted  to  end  his 
miserable  existence.  In  that,  also,  he  failed. 
When  these  reports  were  noised  abroad,  the 
people  of  the  district  became  excited  and  rose 
in  insurrection  against  the  local  tyrants.  The 
insurgents  were  under  the  leadership  of  public- 
spirited  men  (olokod>ite)  of  the  place,  and  their 
number  is  said  to  have  aggregated  nearly  thirty 
thousaud.    They  forced  their  way  into  the  local 


government  buildings  and  fell  upon  all  the  officials 
they  could  find  1  here,  killing  several  and  wounding 
many  more.  The  Lieutenant  Governor,  inform- 
ed of  the  impending  danger  in  good  lime,  had 
secretly  fled  to  Soul.  But  the  Governor,  less  for- 
tunate, was  dragged  from  his  house  and  beaten 
almost  to  death.  The  insurgents  then  went  to  the 
prison  and  liberated  all  confined  there.  Officials 
were  at  once  despatched  from  the  capital,  but 
they  could  not  do  anything  to  restore  order.  It 
does  not  seem,  however,  that  beyond  the  acts 
above  described  the  insurgents  resorted  to  any 
violence.  They  refused  to  return  to  their  houses 
until  guaranteed  by  the  agents  of  the  Central 
Government  that  the  wrongs  committed  by  the 
Governor  should  be  redressed.  The  Lieutenant 
Governor  was  arrested  in  Soul,  and  is  said  to  be 
under  criminal  examination.  As  to  the  Gover- 
nor, nothing  is  stated  :  he  is  perhaps  too  badly 
wounded  to  be  brought  up  for  examination.  With 
regard  to  the  Japanese  who  fled  from  Song-do 
on  the  outbreak  of  the  disturbance,  the  police- 
men above  referred  to,  found  all  their  personal 
effects  in  safety.  There  is  an  impression  among 
the  Japanese  in  Soul  that  their  countrymen  in 
Song-do  left  their  personal  effects  behind  with 
the  object  of  bringing  claims  against  the  Korean 
Government,  and  the  Jiji's  correspondent  an- 
imadverts upon  their  conduct  in  the  severest 
terms. 

* 

*  * 

While  the  newly  modelled  educational  in- 
stitutions in  Korea  have  come  to  a  premature 
death  one  after  another,  the  Japanese  Language 
School  is  said  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
It  is  under  the  Korean  Government,  but 
moral  support  seems  to  be  given  by  the 
Japanese  Legation.  Last  December,  Mr.  Sugi- 
mura,  Secretary  of  the  Japanese  Legation, 
bestowed  rewards  on  students  who  had  dis- 
tinguished themselves  at  the  term  examinations. 
The  new  Consul,  Mr.  Uchida,  is  also  said  to 
evince  an  active  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
school.  The  Yomittri  Shimbun,  from  which 
we  take  these  particulars,  publishes  letters  writ- 
ten by  the  students  to  Mr.  Sugimura,  thanking 
him  for  the  interest  he  has  shown  in  their  school 
and  for  the  rewards  he  kindly  distributed.  These 
compositions  are  in  the  ordinary  epistolary  style 
common  in  Japan,  and,  notwithstanding  oc- 
casional mistakes,  must  be  counted  wonderfully 
well-written,  when  we  remember  that  their  wri- 
ters have  not  been  in  the  school  more  than  two 
years  and  a  half  at  most.  Besides  the  regular 
curriculum,  the  head  Master,  Mr.  Nagashima, 
has  established  a  special  lecture  course.  The 
first  lecture  was  delivered  on  the  13th  of  Janu- 
ary, by  Mr.  Kikuchi  Kenjo,  on  "  the  Difference 
between  Oriental  and  Occidental  Civilizations  ;" 
and  the  second  was  on  the  subject  of  "Sanitary 
Science,"  by  Dr.  Furujo.  Apparently,  this 
school  is  at  present  the  only  medium  through 
which  Korean  youths  come  in  contact  with 
modern  civilization. 

*  * 

According  to  the  Kokkai,  the  Government  is 
said  to  be  more  and  more  opposed  to  the 
abolition  of  the  prohibition  on  the  export  of 
rice.  At  first  a  large  party  in  the  Soul  Cabinet 
advocated  yielding  to  the  Japanese  Minister's 
demands.  But  this  faction  is  now  said  to  have 
been  over-ruled  by  another  coterie,  vehemently 
opposed  to  rescinding  the  prohibition.  The 
members  of  the  latter  faction  are  said  to  be 
under  the  influence  of  General  Le  Gendre,  who, 
writes  the  Kokkai,  not  content  with  instigat- 
ing the  Cabinet  to  resist  Japan's  demands, 
has  addressed  confidential  circulars  to  the 
local  authorities  acquainting  them  with  the  slate 
of  things  in  the  Soul  Cabinet  and  urging 
them  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Mini- 
sters of  State  for  the  continued  enforce- 
ment of  the  prohibitory  edict.  Under  such 
circumstances,  even  the  Ministers  who  were  at 
first  favourably  inclined  towards  the  Japanese 
demands  are  stated  to  be  now  opposed  to  con- 
cession. The  Kokkai's  correspondent  thinks 
that  no  ordinary  course  can  induce  the  Korean 
Government  to  change  its  attitude.  He  conse- 
quently proposes  that  Japan  should  send  five  or 
six  war  vessels  to  Korea,  anil  collect  her  naval 
strength  in  the  Sea  of  Jauau  ready  to  lake  deci- 
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sive  steps  at  any  moment.  Unless  some  such 
method  he  a. looted,  he  thinks  11  impossible  fftl 
Oils  empire  to  tecover  its  prestige  in  tlie  penin- 
sular kingdom.  His  proposal  is  editoi lally  ap- 
proved hy  the  Kokkui. 

* 

+  # 

The  same  journal  states  that  the  Government 
has  received  an  important  report  from  a  Mili- 
tary officer  in  Korea  The  lact  has  heen  kepi 
a  profound  secret,  hut,  says  the  Kokkai,  it  has 
gradually  leaked  out  and  considerable  excite- 
ment is  now  said  to  prevail  in  Military  circles. 
We  {Japan  Mail)  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
our  contemporary  is  misinformed,  for  whether 
or  no  such  a  report  has  heen  received,  there  is 
not  the  slightest  excitement  in  Military  circles, 
so  far  as  we  can  discover. 


declares  that  the  Dnecloisof  the  new  Company 
are  thoroughly  alive  to  the  difficulties  ol  the 
task  they  have  set  themselves,  and  have  made 
pteparations  of  a  complete  character.  It 
is  to  he  hoped  that  he  has  reason  lor  Ins  words. 
The  processes  ol  re  filing  and  re-packing  to 
which  Japanese  tea  is  subjected  at  the  open 
ports  constitute  a  tax  with  which  it  ought  to  he 
possible  to  dispense.  Hut  we  have  grave  doubt* 
whether  the  Japanese  can  effect  this  reform 
without  foreign  cooperation. 


fa;lurk  of  a  chinp.se  steamship  company  in 

KOREA. 

The  Vomiuri  newspaper,  with  pardonable  ex- 
ultation, describes  the  failure  of  the  Chinese 
Steamship  Company  which,  at  one  time,  was 
expected  to  crush  its  Japanese  rivals  on  the 
river    between     Soul    and    Chemulpo.  The 
Chinese  Company  had  long  been  talked  of,  hut 
did  not  commence  active  operations  until  last 
autumn.  It  owned  only  one  steamer,  whe'eas  its 
Japanese  competitors  had  six  boats,  hut  tht 
Chinese  steamer,  which  cost  120. OOO  dollars 
could  have  taken  all  the  little  Japanese  cratt 
into  its  hold  without  much  difficulty.  Probably 
it  was  because  of  the  imposing  dimensions  of 
the  steamer  that  it  was  expected  to  monopolize 
the  trade  of  the  river,  but  in  point  of  fact  its 
size  proved  its  ruin,  for  in  the  first  place  it  re 
quired  a  large  crew,  and  in  the  second  it  drew 
too  much  water  when  filled  with  cargo  to  navi 
gate  the  river  conveniently.     The  prospects 
of  the  Company  were  excellent  at  the  outset 
In  addition  to  a  subsidy  of  5,000  dollars  yearly 
from  China,  it  had  also  a  contract  with  tl 
Korean  Government  for  the  transport  of  100,000 
bales  of  rice  from  Chemulpo  to  Soul.  Despite 
these  advantages,  a  loss  of  5,000  dollars  was 
made  on  the  working  of  the  steamer  for  half 
year,  the  result  being  that  the  Company  was 
ignominiously  wound-up  and  the  steamer  sold 
for  30,000  yen.    Henceforth  she  is  to  have 
Japanese  crew  and  will  carry  tribute  rice  on  the 
Chinese  coast. 


JAPANESB  TEA. 

There  appears  to  be  some  reality  in  the  much- 
talked-of  movement   for  the  improvement  of 
Japanese  tea.    Mr.  Otani  Kahei,  President  of 
the  Japan  Tea  Manufacturing  Company,  has 
heen  giving  some  information  on  the  subject 
to  a  representative  of  the  Kokumin  newspaper. 
According  to  this  information,  Japanese  tea- 
merchants  have  at  length  awoke  to  the  fact  that 
if  their  industry  is  to  be  developed,  nay,  even 
preserved,  they  must  abandon  the  defective 
methods  which  have  hitherto  impaired  the  re- 
putation of  the  product.    In  the  Prefecture  of 
Miye,  the  chief  tea-producing  district  of  Japan, 
the  Local  Assembly  has  voted  a  sum  of  1,500 
yen  annually  for  three  years  commencing  from 
the  current  year  to  be  applied  to  the  im- 
provement  of   tea  culture   and  preparation. 
It  is  not  a  large  sum,  but  the  fact  that  the 
assembly    has   voted   it  is  significant.  Tbe 
formation  of  the  Kwanto  Seicha-kai  on  be- 
half of  which  Mr.  Mayeda,  ex-Vice-Minisler 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  shown  so 
much  solicitude,  must  be  mentioned  in  the 
same  context.    This  Association   is  to  com 
mence  operations  on  the  I2lh  of  next  month 
and  is  expected  to  exercise  a  very  beneficial 
influence  on  the  tea  industy  throughout  th 
districts  eastward  of  Hakone.    Then  we  have 
the  Japan  Tea  Manufacturing  Joint  Stock  Com 
pany  which  aims  at  the  direct  export  of  the 
staple.    The   Company  has  not   yet  actually 
commenced  operations,  but  its  bye-laws  being 
framed,   and   its    preliminary  arrangements 
completed,  it  will  doubtless  get  to  work  at 
an  early  date.    Direct  export  is  an  old  fancy 
of  the  Japanese.    It  has  always  proved  dis 
astrous   to  thone  attempiing   it,  and    the  tea 
business  presents   probably  the    most  difficult 
•field  ot ill  for  auckessays.    Mr.  Ouni,  however 


PRO  M1XBO  KKSIDKNCK  PARTY. 

A  Society  has  been  formed,  under  the  name  of 
Naichi-zakkyo  Nisei  kai,  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Mixed  Residence.    The  statement  of  reasons 
that  have  led  to  the  formation  of  this  Society  is 
brief  and  to  the  point.    It  says  that  although  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  Mixed  Resid 
ence  were  long  ago  discussed  and  determined, 
there  has  nevertheless  sprung  into  sudden  exist- 
ence a  party  of  traitorous  politicians  who,  under 
the  pretence  of  proposing  Mixed  Residence,  are 
in  reality  seeking  to  further  their  own  selfish 
aims.    The  specious  reasons  advanced  by  these 
agitators  have  attracted  to  their  camp  a  certain 
number  of  thoughtless  or  unintelligent  persons, 
and  if  the  movement  be  left  unchecked,  it  may 
assume  dimensions  injurious  to  national  interests. 
The  society  accordingly  proposes  to  make  the 
speedy  consummation  of  Mixed  Residence  its 
prime  puipose,  to  the  end  that  Japan  may  gain 
admission  to  the  comity  of  nations  on  a  fool- 
ing of  equality.     Beyond  this  there   is  noth- 
ing special  to  note    about  the   society's  pro 
gramme,    except    that   it  intends    to    use  all 
the   resources   of  the  pen  and  the  platform  in 
order  to  propagate  its  views;  that  it  is  to  pub 
lish  a  journalistic  organ  ;  that  it  will  have  two 
great  meetings  every  year,  one  in  the  spring, 
and  one  in  the  autumn,  and  one  ordinary  meet- 
ing every  month  ;  that  each  ordinary  member  is 
to  subscribe  a  yen  a  month  towards  the  expendi- 
ture, and  that  every  lover  of  his  country  maybe 
proposed  for  affiliation  on  the  introduction  ot 
two  members. 


We  have  always  anticipated  that  the  anti- 
Mixed-Residence  movement  would  create  its 
own  antidote,  and  that  out  of  the  tempor 
ary  distaste  for  things  and  persons  foreign 
that  has  prevailed  of  late,  there  would  spring 
reaction  tending  ultimately  to  restore  the 
old  feeling  of  mutual  sympathy  and  good- 
ill.  Speaking  practically,  our  idea  was  that 
in  the  next  general  elections  there  would  be 
found  for  the  first  time  politicians  upon  whom 
the  exigencies  of  the  situation  would  impose  the 
necessity  of  openly  advocating  foreign  inter- 
course.  Something  of  that  kind,  as  it  seemed 
to  us,  was  alone  wanting  to  turn  the  tide.  This 
pro-mixed-residence  Society  is  a  movement  in 
the  same  sense,  but  a  movement  that  we  had 
not  anticipated.  It  can  scarcely  fail  to  produce 
most  useful  effects. 


than  21  yettrs  Of  age,  that  they  shall  not  have 
committed  a  crime  or  a  delict  punishable  with 
hard  labour,  and  that  they  shall  not  have  heen 

declared  banknipl  or  placed  under  liquidation, 

unless  subsequently  lehabilitaled.  Each  ap- 
plicant has  to  present  to  the  Committee  of 
Examination  in  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs  a  letter  written  in  classical  Chinese,  in 
case  the  language  to  be  studied  il  either  Chin- 
ese or  Korean,  or  in  Russian,  Spanish,  English, 
or  French,  in  case  the  tongue  required  is  either 
Russian  or  Spanish.  The  note  of  application 
must  be  further  accompanied  by  a  record  of 
the  applicant's  antecedents,  and  a  medical  certifi- 
cate about  his  constitution.  The  examination 
consists  in  composition  and  conversation  in  the 
language  in  which  each  applicant  has  written 
his  specimen  letter  above  alluded  to,  as  well  as 
Japanese  composition.  The  date  of  examina- 
tion, the  language  to  he  studied,  and  the  num- 
ber of  students  required,  will  be  published  in 
the  Official  Gazette.  These  regulations  will 
come  into  force  from  the  1st  of  April  next. 


SEVEN   COOLIES  KILLED. 

A  TF.RRIBL5  accident  occurred  yesterday  says 
the  Hongkong  Daily  Press  of  the  20th  ult.,  on 
the  Caine  Road,  resulting  in  the  death  of  seven 
Chinamen.  The  scene  of  the  disaster  was 
Inland  Lot  No.  509,  the  property  of  Mr.  Gran- 
ville Sharp,  a  narrow  strip  of  ground  on  the  left 
hand  side  of  Caine  Road  going  west,  and  just 
below  the  end  of  Seymour  Road  and  above  No. 
2  tank.  A  lofty  retaining  wall  was  being  erect- 
ed, and  part  having  heen  completed,  excavation 
was  going  on  at  the  east  end,  about  thirty  yards 
of  the  wall  having  yet  to  he  built.  About  ten 
o'clock,  yesterday  forenoon,  men  were  engaged 
digging  out  the  foundations,  when,  without  any 
warning,  an  enormous  mass  of  earth  and  boul- 
ders fell  upon  them,  part  of  Seymour  Road 
being  carried  away.  The  foreman  contractor 
immediately  gave  information  of  the  accident  to 
the  No.  8  Police  Station,  close  at  hand,  and  as- 
sistance was  speedily  sent.  It  was  ascertained 
that  seven  men  were  buried  beneath  the  debris, 
and  of  course  not  the  slightest  hope  of  saving 
life  could  he  entertained.  A  large  number  of 
men  were  employed  all  day  to  dig  away  the 
avalanche  of  earth,  and  some  idea  of  the  quantity 
which  fell  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
it  was  not  until  noon  that  the  first  corpse  was 
found.  The  unfortunate  men  must  have  been 
instantaneously  killed.  Up  to  the  present  only 
five  of  the  bodies  have  been  recovered. 


REGULATIONS  FOR  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR 
STUI'ENTS. 

By  Departmental  Ordinance  No.  1,  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  has  just  issued  regulations 
fox,  diplomatic  and  consular  students  sent 
abroad  for  purposes  of  linguistic  studies.  Th 
languages  specified  are  Chinese,  Korean,  Rus- 
sian, and  Spanish.  The  period  of  study  is  fixed 
at  three  years,  subject  to  prolongation  in  the 
case  of  such  students  as  may  have  been  pre 
vented  from  due  application  to  their  work  by 
sickness  or  other  unavoidable  circumstances. 
Even^  before  the  expiration  of  the  specified 
period  of  three  years,  such  students  as  have 
made  sufficient  progress  may  be  declared  to 
have  completed  their  course.  While  they  pro- 
secute their  linguistic  studies,  they  are  to  receive 
from  the  Government  an  annual  allowance  of 
1,000  yen  in  European  and  750  yen  in  Asiatic 
countries,  besides  travelling  expenses  to  the 
particular  places  where  they  are  ordered  to  pro- 
secute their  studies.  On  the  completion  of 
their  course,  they  are  to  be  appointed  to  clerk- 
ships in  Legations  or  Consulates.  The  qualifi 
cations  fixed  tor  applicants  for  studentship  are 
that  they  shall  be  not  less  than  18  and  not  more 


JAPANESE  FINANCE  AND  THE   APPRECIATON  OF 
GOLD. 

Japan  is  feeling  severely  the  effects  of  the  ap- 
preciation of  gold  in  her  payments  abroad  on 
account  of  the  maintenance  and  service  of  her 
Legations  and  Consulates,  and  her  purchases  of 
ships  and  arms.  The  Minister  President  of 
State,  in  a  recent  conversation  reported  by  the 
Shogvo  Shimpo,  said  that  the  cost  of  the  war- 
ships now  building  for  Japan  in  Europe  would 
be  increased  by  611,751  yen  according  to  pre- 
sent calculations  on  account  of  the  rise  in  the 
silver  price  of  gold,  and  that  the  appropriations 
on  account  of  the  Legations  and  Consulates 
would  have  to  be  augmented  by  281,513  yen 
on  the  same  account,  the  total  difference  due 
to  this  cause  being  thus  639,904  yen.  Provi- 
sion was  made  for  this  in  the  supplementary 
Budget  submitted  to  the  Diet  last  session,  but 
as  the  Budget  did  not  come  into  existence,  the 
Government. is  obliged  to  seek  some  other  me- 
thod of  meeting  the  deficiency.  The  reserve 
being  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  nothing  re- 
mains but  to  make  il  an  Expenditure  over  and 
above  the  Items  of  the  Budget,  and  to  seek  the 
consent  of  the  Diet  next  session,  a  procedure 
which  the  Government  would  naturally  desire 
to  avoid,  if  possible. 


THE  SAVINGS  BANK-BOOK  OF  A  DEBTOR. 

In  the  Post  and  Telegraph  School  a  debate  was 
recently  held  on  the  topic  whether  a  creditor  is 
entitled  to  seize  the  savings  bank-book  of  bis 
debtor.  There  should  not  be  much  latitude  for 
vaiying  views  on  such  a  subject,  one  would 
imagine,  but  the  youths  in  the  Post  and  Tele- 
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graph  School  managed  lo  discuss  it  with  some 
show  of  reason.  The  arguments  against  the 
creditor  were  of  a  sentimental  character.  It  was 
claimed  that  since  the  object  of  the  savings-bank 
system  is  to  encourage  an  effective  spirit  of 
economy,  and  since  a  sense  of  security  must 
tend  materially  to  the  development  of  such  a 
spirit,  a  man's  hoard  in  the  savings-bank  ought 
to  be  protected  as  far  as  possible  against  his 
creditor.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the  creditor 
is  always  the  stronger  of  the  two,  and  that  the 
law  arms  him  with  crushing  powers  against  Ids 
debtor.  Consequently,  something  should  be 
done  to  redress  the  balance,  and  that  some- 
thing would  be  in  great  part  achieved  if  savings 
bank-books  were  exempted  from  the  effects 
seizable  by  a  creditor.  On  the  other  side,  the 
contention  was  simple,  namely,  first  that  the 
law  actually  in  force  authorized  a  creditor  to 
seize  his  debtor's  savings  bank-book;  and 
secondly,  that  to  exempt  the  debtor's  deposits 
in  a  savings-bank  would  open  the  door  to  fraud 
of  a  very  serious  character.  It  might  have 
been  added,  we  think,  that  inasmuch  as  debtors 
against  whom  a  judgment  of  the  Courts  is  ob- 
tained, are  not  usually  in  the  happy  possession 
of  a  deposit  in  savings-bank,  though  probably 
they  often  would  be  were  such  a  deposit  secured 
against  seizure  for  debt.  We  need  scarcely  say 
that  the  vote  taken  after  the  debate  was  against 
granting  any  immunity  to  deposits  in  a  savings 
bank. 

EXAMINATION  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  PROCURATORS. 

The  meeting  of  Chief  Public  Prosecutors  of 
Appeal  and  Local  Courts  now  in  session  should 
properly  be  called  an  "examination,"  says  the 
Niroku  newspaper.  By  way  of  explaining  this 
definition,  our  contemporary  adds  that  since 
Mr.  Yoshikawa  became  Minister  of  Justice,  he 
has  spared  no  pains  to  sweep  away  the  evils  of 
favouritism  long  prevalent  in  the  Department, 
and  to  establish  strict  official  discipline,  the  re- 
sult being  that  more  than  a  hundred  Judges  and 
Public  Procurators  have  been  placed  on  the 
Retired  List  under  his  regime.  In  pursuance 
of  his  programme  he  seeks  further  means  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  posts  of  Chief  Judges 
and  Chief  Public  Procurators  are  filled  by  com- 
petent persons.  To  that  end  he  has  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the 
coming  general  election  to  convene  a  meeting 
of  the  Chief  Public  Procurators.  Instructions 
bearing  on  the  elections  will  of  course  be  issued 
to  them,  but  the  more  important  object  of  their 
assembly  is  to  ascertain  their  views  with  regard, 
first  to  the  operation  of  the  Law  of  Organization 
of  the  Law  Courts;  secondly,  to  the  relations 
between  Judges  and  Public  Procurators;  and 
thirdly,  the  relations  between  Public  Procura- 
tors and  Police.  It  is  expected  that  in  the 
sequel  of  this  meeting,  considerable  changes 
will  be  effected  in  the  Chief  Public  Prccurators, 
and  further  that  a  similar  meeting  of  Chief 
Judges  will  be  convened  at  no  distant  state. 

THB  INTAKE  OF  THE  YOKOHAMA  WATER-WORKS. 

We  recently  re-produced  from  the  vernacular 
press  a  statement  that  a  copper  mine  had  been 
discovered  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Doshigawa 
in  Yatnanashi  Prefecture,  or,  in  other  words, 
neat  the  banks  of  the  river  from  which  the  sup- 
ply for  the  Yokohama  Water-works  is  obtained. 
It  was  added  that  application  had  been  made 
for  permission  to  work  the  mine,  and  that  the 
fact  having  come  lo  the  knowledge  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Local  Authorities,  a  representation  had 
been  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs,  pointing  out  the  danger  that  would 
ensue  to  the  Water-works  if  the  mine  were 
worked,  and  urging  that  permission  should  be 
withheld.  But  we  now  read  in  the  Jiyu  news- 
paper that  the  actual  state  of  affairs  is  much 
worse  than  the  above  statement  implies.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  seeking  permission  to  work 
the  mine  ;  work  is  going  on  and  has  been 
going  on  for  a  long  time.  The  mine  was  dis- 
covered in  January,  1889,  by  Sato  Hironami, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  district.  He  lost  110 
time  in  securing  a  license  for  experimental 
working,  ami  satisfactory  results  having  been 
obtained,  he  applied  for  and  received  a  perma- 
nent charier  iu  October,  1890.    Last  Decern* 


ber,  however,  he  sold  his  right  lo  Mr.  Taguchi, 
a  capitalist  of  Akita,  who  is  now  operating  the 
mine.  The  Jiyu  expresses  the  opinion  that 
as  the  charter  was  granted  three  years  ago, 
great  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  dealing 
with  the  matter  now,  but  that  it  must  neverthe- 
less be  dealt  with  in  the  interests  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Water-works. 

INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

The  News  Agency  gives  a  statement  of  the  In- 
surance Companies  established  in  Japan  during 
1893:— 

ESTABLISHED  IN  TOKYO. 

Attizan's  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company 
{Shokko  Seimei  Hoken  Kabushiki  Kaisha). 

Health  and  Life  Insm  ance  Joint  Stock  Company 
(Kenyo  Seimei  Hoken  Kabushiki  Kaishn). 

Marine  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company 
(Kaiin  Seimei  Hoken  Kabushiki  Kaisha), 

The  Meikyo  Life  Instil ance  Joint  Stock  Company. 

Merchants'  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company. 

Japan  Union  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company. 

Japan  Labour  and  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock 
Company  {Nippon  Rodo  Seimei  Hoken  Kabu- 
shiki Kaisha). 

Eastern  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company. 

Life  and  Sickness  Domestic  Insurance  Joint  Stock 
Company. 

ESTABLISHED  IN  KYOTO. 
Buddhist  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company. 
ESTABLISHED  IN  OSAKA. 

Dojitna  Life  Insurance  Joint  Slock  Company. 

ESTABLISHED  IN  NAGOYA. 
Nagoya  Life  Insmance  Joinl  Slock  Company. 
ESTABLISHED  IN  HIROSHIMA. 

Kani  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company. 

ESTABLISHED  IN  EHIME. 

Uwajima  Life  Insurance  Joint  Stock  Company. 
These  are,  it  is  added,  not  the  only  insurance 
companies  established  during  the  year.  There 
were  others  also  of  less  importance. 


H  AWAII. 

The  latest  reliable  news  of  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Hawaii  is  conveyed  in  a  telegram  from  Vic- 
toria, B.C.,  dated  January  8th.  It  says  : — The 
Canadian  Pacific  steamer  Warrimoo  arrived 
to-day,  bringing  Honolulu  advices  to  Januar> 
ist.  The  most  intense  excitement  prevailed 
throughout  Honolulu  until  the  arrival  of  the 
United  States  revenue  cutter  Corwin.  After 
that  Minister  Willis  made  a  demand  upon  Pre- 
sident Dole  to  surrender  the  Government  to  the 
Queen.  The  Provisional  Government  promptly 
refused,  and  Willis  took  no  further  step  to 
enforce  a  compliance  of  his  order.  The  excite- 
ment rapidly  subsided,  and  for  a  week  before 
the  sailing  of  the  Warrimoo  there  was  perfeci 
tranquillity.  It  is  now  thought  the  crisis  is 
passed. 

*  * 

The  Corwin  returned  to  San  Francisco  on 
January  5th  with  cypher  dispatches  for  Pre 
sideut  Cleveland,  but  their   contents  had  not 
been  made  public  when  the  mail  left  for  the 
Orient. 

THE  NAVAL  ftUESTION. 

The  scare  in  England  about  the  condition  of 
the  Navy  seems  to  have  been  shared  by  the 
most  thoughtful  and  sober-minded  persons.  It 
is  evidently  realized  that  one  of  England's 
greatest  sources  of  strength  is  her  private  dock- 
yards, but  that  the  -unrivalled  facilities  she 
possesses  in  this  respect,  cannot  be  thoroughly 
utilized  if  payments  for  shipbuilding  are  de- 
pendent upon  the  exigencies  of  party  politics.  It 
was  this  conviction  that  led  to  the  programme 
of  the  late  Admiralty  by  which  a  large  ap- 
propriation of  twenty  millions  sterling  was 
voted  as  a  certainty  to  be  applied  to  augment- 
ing the  Navy.  But  that  programme  came  prac- 
tically to  an  end  last  year,  and  according  to 
competent  authorities,  it  did  little  more  than 
"  repair  the  waste  and  balance  the  regular  con- 
struction of  other  European  Powers."  England 
has  to  purchase  her  immunity  from  the  cruel 
pressure  of  military  service  that  weighs  on  other 
European  nations  by  maintaining  a  fleet  of  com- 
pensatory strength.  It  has  been  shown  that 
•'  though  the  whole  life  of  France  and  Russia  is 
essentially  military,  while  England's  is  com* 


mercial,  Fiance  is  expending  on  her  fleet  IOO 
per  cent,  of  her  expenditure  on  her  mercantile 
marine,  Russia,  160  per  cent.,  whereas  England 
expends  only  16  per  cent.  The  proportions  of 
England's  commerce  to  that  of  France  and 
Russia  are  even  more  tremendous.  England's 
seaborne  commerce  is  worth  970  millions  ster- 
ling, that  of  Fiance  277  millions,  and  that  of 
Russia  55  millions."  A  very  striking  way  of 
illustrating  the  preponderance  of  the  British 
mercantile  marine,  is  to  say  that  a  crowd  of 
ships  in  any  port  or  harbour  of  the  world  is  an 
English  crowd  as  much  as  a  London  crowd  is 
an  English  crowd.  Ships  of  other  nationalities 
may  be  there,  but  they  are  as  completely  lost 
among  the  British  ships  as  foreigners  in  London 
are  lost  among  the  British  masses.  That  means, 
of  course,  that  a  fleet  of  torpedo  boats  running 
amok  among  a  mob  of  ships  on  any  part  of  the 
ocean  would  do  incomparably  more  mischief  to 
British  property  than  to  the  property  of  any 
other  nation.  It  is  alleged  that  France's  present 
plan  is  to  allot  a  fleet  of  torpedo  boats  for  work 
of  that  kind  in  the  British  Channel,  freeing 
her  vessels  of  war  for  concentration  in  the 
Mediterranean  where  she  has  thus  established 
a  distinct  numerical  superiority  over  the  British 
fleet.  These  are  the  considerations  that  have 
naturally  stirred  the  pulses  of  patriotic  English- 
men, and  made  them  anxious  to  continue  the 
big  programme  inaugurated  by  the  Conserva- 
tive Government. 


THE  MISSING  U.S.   CONSUL   TO  AMOY. 

A  telegram,  dated  at  Washington  on  Decem- 
ber 30,  says: — Colonel  J.  Hampton  Hoge,  of 
Virginia,  was  to-day  permanently  retired  from 
the  consular  service  of  the  United  States.  He 
wasappointed  Consul  to  Amoy,  China,  last  April, 
and  it  took  him  until  October  to  get  ready  to 
start  for  his  post.  After  he  had  departed  for 
China,  stories  came  to  the  Department  to  the 
effect  that  Colonel  Hoge  had  been  bibulously 
celebrating  his  appointment  all  summer  long; 
and  accompanying  these  stories  was  a  formal 
complaint,  by  a  Washington  tailor,  that  the 
Colonel  had  departed  without  paying  for  several 
new  suits  of  clothes  which  he  had  ordered  and 
carried  away  with.  Thereupon  Secretary 
Gresham,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President, 
called  Mr.  Hoge  back  for  an  explanation.  It 
took  him  about  three  weeks  to  reach  the  capital, 
and  it  was  not  until  his  friends  went  after  him 
to  El  Paso,  Texas,  where  he  had  been  stranded, 
that  he  was  induced  to  return.  On  reaching 
the  city  he  explained  that  he  had  taken  whisky 
under  a  doctor's  directions,  and  that  the  ratified 
atmosphere  along  the  southern  Pacific  had 
peculiarly  affected  him  while  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  the  liquor.  After  a  careful  investi- 
gation the  State  Department  officials  have  con- 
cluded that  Mr.  Hoge  violated  the  traditions 
of  the  Consular  Service  by  taking  the  whisky 
treatment  so  early  in  his  career,  and  that  he 
has  other  moral  delinquencies  which  demand 
his  retention  at  home.  Senators  Daniel  and 
Hunter,  of  Virginia,  have  been  duly  notified, 
and  Mr.  Hoge  is  now  out  of  the  Service.  Thus 
a  desirable  post  in  the  Consular  Service  has  been 
made  vacant,  but  there  will  doubtless  be  an 
ample  number  of  applicants  from  which  to 
choose  a  new  consul  without  delay. 


THE   RIGHT  HONORABLE  H.  H.  FOWLER. 

The  last  number  of  Punch  contains  a  most 
effective  cartoon  by  Linley  Sambourne  repre- 
senting a  football  match,  in  which  Mr.  Fowler, 
with  the  ball  labelled  "Parish  Councils  Bill,"  is 
making  a  clean  run  for  goal,  closely  pursued, 
however,  by  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  Mr. 
Balfour,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Goschen,  and 
Sir  Henry  James.  At  the  time  this  cartoon 
appeared,  the  stage  at  which  the  Bill  had  arrived 
in  the  House  of  Commons  scarcely  appears  to 
us  to  have  justified  picturing  Mr.  Fowler  in  a 
career  of  unimpeded  triumph,  barely  one-third 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  having  then  passed 
through  the  Committee,  and  the  opposition  to 
it  being  still  vigorous  and  continuous.  But 
the  whole  Bill,  thanks  no  doubt  to  a  liberal  em- 
ployment of  the  closure,  has  since  passed,  and 
for  the  success  of  this  new  and  most  important 
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piece  of  democ  alic  legislation,  the  country  is 
hugely  indebted  lo  the  i;u  t  Uicidityt  moderation, 

good  sense,  and  business  capacity  displaxed  by 

Mi.  Fowler,  who,  on  die  pan  o(  tlie  Govern- 
ment, had  sole  charge  of  the  Bill  throughout  all 
the  proceedings  in  regard  to  it  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Fowler,  who  holds  the  office  of  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  is  in  two  re 
specls  unique  as  a  Cabinet  Minister,  being  at 
once  the  first  Wesleyan  and  the  first  solicitor 
who  has  ever  held  Cabinet  Rank.    He  is  also 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  no  man 
can  ever  succeed  in  Parliament  who  enters  the 
House  late  in  life  for  the  first  time.  Although 
already  over  50  years  of  age  when  first  relumed, 
in  1880,  for  his  native  town  of  Wolveihampton, 
he  very  quickly  advanced  to  front  rank,  and  in 
previous  Gladstonian  administrations,  succes- 
sively filled   the  subordinate  offices  of  Under 
Secretary   at  the  Home  Office  and  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury.    None  among  the 
Gladstonian  members  was  considered  to  have 
made  greater  advance  in  public  or  parliamentary 
estimation  during  the  long  period  in  which  his 
party  was  last  in  opposition,  and  even  before  theii 
accession  to  power  he  was  already  confidently 
spoken  of  as  a  member  of  the  future  cabinet.  He 
proved  himself  on  all  occasions  an  able  debater, 
never  displaying  any  very  high  degree  of  elo- 
quence, and  sometimes  laying  himself  open  to 
the  charge  of  pomposity,  but  invariably  show- 
ing high  argumentative  skill  and  a  straight- 
forward practical  style,  which,  for  business  pur- 
poses, far  surpasses  eloquence,  whether  in  the 
House  of  Commons  or  out  of  it.    His  chief 
triumphs  were  obtained  in  his  criticisms  of  Mr. 
Goschen's  budgets,  which  his  grasp  of  figures 
sometimes  enabled  him  to  tear  to  pieces  merci- 
lessly, but  he  also  successfully  led  the  Parlia- 
mentary Opposition  to  the  persecution  of  the 
members  of  the  Salvation  Army  at  Eastbourne, 
and  he  has  been  at  all  times  a  champion  of  the 
poor,  especially  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  and 
an  earnest  advocate  for  the  equality  of  all  reli- 
gions.   His  passion — for  so  it  may  be  called — 
for  religious  equality  did  not,  however,  prevent 
him  condemning  in  unsparing  terms  the  tactics 
employed  by  co-religionists  in  the  House  of  his 
own  party  in  order  to  throw  discredit  on  the 
Church  of  England  by  "obstructing  the  Church 
Discipline  Bill,  brought  forward  by  the  late 
Government  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  drunken 
and  disreputable  men  from  the  position  of  elegy- 
men  of  the  Established  Church.    Only  two 
Non-conformists  have  heretofore  preceded  him 
in  the  Cabinet — Mr.  Bright  and  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain— and  it  appears  to  be  not  improbable  that, 
in  time,  not  only  the  members  of  his  own  reli- 
gion but  the  whole  great  body  of  the  English 
middle  class  will  have  as  much  reason  to  be 
proudof  hitnasthey  were  of  histwopredecessors. 


THE    PROPOSED  APPOINTMENT  OF  MR.  W.  V. 
DRU  M  MOND. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  the  Shanghai  Branch  of  the 
China  Association  held  a  meeting  to  protest 
against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  W.  V.  Drum- 
mond  to  the  post  of  Acting  Crown  Advocate. 
A  telegraphic  communication  had  been  previ- 
ously addressed  through  the  Consul  General 
Mr.  N.  J.  Hannen,  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  in 
Peking,  asking  that  the  appointment  should  be 
delayed  pending  full  representations  to  be  made 
subsequently  to  the  meeting.  The  Minister 
replied,  however,  that  without  sufficient  reasons 
he  could  not  interfere  in  the  case,  and  that  if  the 
China  Association  considered  (hey  had  grounds 
for  remonstrating  against  the  appointment,  they 
should  appeal  direct  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
This  advice  the  Association  at  once  acted  on, 
telegraphing  to  their  Honorary  Secretary  in  Lon- 
don to  "Strongly  urge  the  Foreign  Office  to 
delay  Mr.  Drummond's  appointment."  The 
meeting  was  then  held,  and  largely  attended. 
To  Mr.  E.  J.  Hogg  was  entrusted  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  slating  the  reasons  for  protesting  against 
the  appointment.  He  did  so  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length,  but  the  whole  pith  of  his 
argument  was  conveyed  in  the  following  portion 
of  his  address,  where  he  refers  to  the  duties 


devolving  on  the  Crown  Advocate  as  Legal  Ad- 
viser to  Her  Majesty's  Legation  and  Consulates 
111  China  :  — 

In  llie  case  of  any  prison  whose  advice  til  lU« 
Biiiisli  authorities  may  influence  Fi.  ili~.li  inleiesls, 
we  Hie  light  ill  desiitng  thai  lie  should  lie  acctis 
lomeil  to  appioach  I  lie  questions  From  HI)  inipai  Hal, 
il  not  fiom  a  Biilish,  point  of  view.  But  M>. 
Di  um  mnnd  dm  nig  I  he  Iiiiik  \  Cai  s  lie  lias  belt  II  liei  e 
ii*s  always  been  iileutified  with  llie  ftu  tliei  anci1  III 
Native  interests,  whenevf-i  they  cimim  iuUj  >  01  .flu  1 
>Mih  llie  inleiesls  of  Bnlish  subjects.  Thai  in 
itself  Would,  vvr  aie  all  piohably  agieed,  he  a  suffi 
.  ient  leason  loi  withholding  the  appointment  from 
him.  That  t'his  giound  of  disqualificai  ion  exists 
will  not,  I  believe,  be  disputed  even  by  his  b  ieods, 
while  the  weight  of  il  as  a  piopet  objection 
cannot  be  denied  by  any.  Il  is  not  the  ineie 
fact  of  his  having  been  engaged  for  tlie 
most  pail  as  advocate  on  behalf  ol  tlie  Chinese 
allium  ities  01  othei  Chinese.  It  is  something 
much  mote  than  this;  it  is  ihe  idenlificai  ion 
of  himself  with  the  Chinese  side  of  things  as  op- 
posed lo  llie  Bi  ilisli,  and  this  has  gone  so  Hv  as  to 
cieale  a  veiy  extensive  feeling  that  Biilish  in 
'eiests  might  soffei  if  dealt  with  under  his  in 
fluence.  It  would  be  quite  possible  to  have  such 
a  feeling  associated  with  one  of  lespeel  for  llie 
object  of  it.  If  I  thought  llial  this  was  so  in  tlii^ 
case  I  should  gladly  say  so,  and  failing  to  come 
10  that  conclusion  I  should  be  glad  to  pass  tlie 
matier  ovei  if  il  wei  e  not  an  essential  element  in 
tlie  question  under  discussion.  I  think  it  is  most 
essential  that  anyone  in  the  position  of  C'own  pco 
secutoi  01  of  Crown  adviser,  and  mote  especially 
for  one  who  may  become  a  Judge,  should  have  the 
general  respect  and  confidence  of  the  community 
among  whom  he  has  lived  for  yeais  and  among 
whom  his  duties  have  to  be  pet  formed. — (Ap- 
plause.) Has  Mi.  Dmmmond  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  Bntish  community? — (Ci  ies  ol 
"No.")  'I'h  is  is  a  question  which  in  the  case  of  many 
people  it  might  be  difficult  lo  answer,  but  in  this 
case  I  think  there  is  not  much  difficult y.  I  regret 
lo  say  il,  but  I  believe  that  the  answer  must  be  in 
ihe  negative.  Individually  and  for  myself  alone 
I  should  ceitainly  answer  it  in  the  negalive,  and 
1  consider  I  have  good  g  1  ounds  for  doing  so.  Bui 
what  we  ate  considei  ing  now  is  not  so  much  whethei 
I  or  other  individual  persons  have  cause  to  com- 
plain of  Mi .  Di  ummond,  but  whethei  his  yeai  s  of  life 
and  wot  k  in  the  midst  of  this  community  have  lefl  a 
general  feeling  of  1  espect  foi  him,  or  the  conti  ai  y, 
and  so  far  as  the  Bi  itisli  community  is  concerned  1 
believe  they  have  left  a  contiaiy  feeling.  We 
cannot  hei  e  decide  whether  the  genei  al  opinion  of 
Mr.  Drummond  has  been  justly  eai  ned  01  whethei 
he  is  the  victim  of  mistindei  standing.  Where  a 
man  has  failed,  as  I  believe  Mi.  Di  ummond  has 
failed,  to  secure  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
community,  I  considei  that  the  community  would 
he  failing  in  duty  to  themselves  if  they  did  nol 
expiefs  their  opinion  of  him  when  il  is  pioposed 
lo  appoint  him  to  a  post,  foi  the  pioper  fulfilment 
of  the  duties  of  which  the  possession  of  that  respeel 
and  confidence  is  so  important. — (Hear,  hear.) 

The  meeting,  with  only  one  dissentient  voice, 
passed  this  resolution  : — 

That  this  meeting  stiongly  depierales  the  pro- 
posed appointment  of  Mr.  W.  V.  Di  ummond  as 
Ciiiwm  Advocate  as  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
interests  of  Bntish  subjects  in  China,  the  piomn- 
1  ion  anil  protection  of  which  aie  the  main  objects 
of  this  Association. 


DISTRIBUTION   OF  LAND   IN  JAPAN. 

From  statistics  recently  published,  we  learn 
that  the  distribution  of  land  in  Japan  on  the  isl 
of  December  last  was  as  follows,  the  estimate 
being  based  on  payments  of  Land  Tax  : — 


Payers  of  15  yen  of  Land  Tax   nd  upwards    517,601. 

Payers  of  ic  yen  or  more  of  I. and  Tax  but  less 

than  1 5  yen    351,106. 

Payers  of  $  yen  or  more  of  Land  I  ax  but  less 

than  10  yen    822,903. 

Payers  of  1  yen  or  more  of  Land  l  ax  but  less 

tli  11  5  yen    xa994i0l9. 

Payers  of  less  than  1  yen  of  Land  Tax   a,H»7  94° 


These  finuies  furnish  data  from  which  we  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  practical  effects  that  would 
be  produced  by  the  in uch-talked-of  reduction 
of  Land  Tax.  The  total  number  of  payers  of 
Land  Lax  in  ihe  Empire  is  6,515  566,  and  out 
of  this  total  persons  who  pay  less  than  5  yen 
annually  aggregate  4,821,957.  In  other  words, 
ihe  maximum  benefit  conferred  on  nearly  five 
sixths  of  the  tax  payers  by  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion— i.e.  a  reduction  of  one  fifth — would  never 
exceed  one  yen  per  head,  and  in  the  case  of 
nearly  one-hall  of  the  tax  payers  would  be  re- 
presented by  stuns  ranging  from  20  sen  down- 
wards annually.    Arithmetic  is  often  a  trouble- 


some affair  for  political  agilatorx.  When  we 
dilCOVei   that  the  great  "  reform  "  011  account 

of  which  the  House  of   Representative!  has 

relused  lo  pass  eveiy  Budget  in  every  session, 
has  attempted  unlawfully  lo  invade  the  Ptero- 
galives  reserved  to  the  Crown  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  has  impeded  the  general  progiess  of 
the  country,  is  a  paltry  lessening  of  the  burden 
of  taxation  to  the  extent  otfiom  a  few  sen  to  a 
yen  per  head  of  some  five  millions  out  of  an 
agricultural  population  of  millions,  we  begin 
to  appiectate  how  much  loam  and  fioth,  and 
how  little  solid  matter  there  has  been  in  this 
agitation. 

THE   VICK-MINISTERSHIP  OF  THE  DP.  PART  ME  NT 
OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  COMMKRCR. 

Mr  Kankko  Kkntaro,  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  has  been  appointed  Vice- 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  This, 
of  course,  is  promotion.  In  respect  of  emolu- 
ments alone,  it  means  that  Mr.  Kaneko  passes 
Irom  a  yearly  salary  of  3,000  yen  to  one  of 
4,000,  and  we  need  scarcely  say — though  many 
foreigners  seem  doubtful  on  the  subject — that 
the  post  of  a  Vice-Minister  of  State  is  consider- 
ed  much  more  important  than  that  of  a  Chief 
Secretary.  Mr.  Kaneko,  however,  has  always 
been  a  prominent  figure  in  every  office  to  which 
he  was  attached.  He  is  an  official  of  altogether 
exceptional  abilities,  and  as  Chief  Secretary  of 
ihe  House  of  Peers  his  personality  added  so 
much  to  the  importance  of  his  functions  that 
higher  posts  held  by  men  of  inferior  calibre 
suffered  by  comparison.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  is  fortunate  in  such 
an  appointment. 

* 

*  * 

The  same  Gazelle  announces  that  Mr.  Aki- 
zuki  Sato,  a  second-class  Consul,  has  been 
appointed  a  Councillor  of  the  Department  of 

Education. 


RENT  OF  LAND  NEAR  YOKOHAMA. 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Race  Club 
last  Tuesday  a  fact  was  elicited  incidentally  that 
strikes  us  as  worthy  of  passing  comment.  In 
connection  with  a  proposition  to  rent  for  the 
Club's  uses  a  piece  of  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Race  Course,  it  came  out  that  the 
previous  tenant  of  the  land  had  paid  $420  an- 
nually for  it,  and  that  the  Club  has  now  a  chance 
of  acquiring  it  for  a  yearly  rental  of  $210.  The 
land  measures  3,650  tsubo,  that  is  to  say,  three 
acres.  For  three  acres  of  land,  then,  an 
Englishman  was  paying  a  rent  of  more  than 
fifty  pounds  sterling  annually — considerably 
more  than  £^0  if  the  dollars  disbursed  by  him 
be  converted  into  sterling  at  the  rate  of  ex- 
change then  ruling,  but  about  ^50  at  present 
rates.  The  land  is  not  in  the  Settlement.  It  is 
not  building  land.  It  lies  at  a  comparatively  re- 
mote part  of  the  Bluff,  and  was  used  by  its  last 
tenant  as  a  dairy  farm.  Seventeen  pounds 
sterling  per  acre  for  a  dairy  farm  !  And  the 
Race  Club,  by  way  of  a  great  bargain,  will  have 
to  pay  more  than  £8  an  acre.  We  commend 
these  figures  to  the  attention  of  Japanese  who 
object  to  Mixed  Residence  and  oppose  foreign 
ownership  of  real  estate.  Would  the  land  on 
the  Ntgishi  Bluff  have  any  such  value,  or  any- 
thing approaching  such  a  value,  were  nol  fo- 
reigners the  tenants  ?  The  same  lot  put  up  for 
purely  Japanese  competition  would  not  fetch  a 
huiniied  dollars  a  year. 

THE  11  C H RON  1  CLE  AND  DIRECTORY." 

TilE  thirty-second  annual  issue  of  the  "Chronicle 
ami  Dneclon,"  for  1894,  has  just  reached  us, 
and  as  usual,  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in 
ihe  way  of  completeness  and  scope.  The  field 
il  covers,  is  indeed,  very  wide,  comprising  the 
whole  of  the  Far  East,  from  Penang  right  round 
to  far  northern  Vladivostock,  and  taking  in 
ihe  Philippines  and  Borneo.  The  commercial 
directory  for  Japan  has  been  revised  up  to  date, 
and  the  statistics  of  trade,  population,  etc., 
are  all  brought  up  to  latest  Consular  information. 
The  Court  rules  and  Consular  tees  of  the  various 
countiies,  the  Treaties  of  China,  and  Japan, 
with  various  Powers,  Chinese  and  foreign  calen- 
dars, all  regular  features  of  this  admirable  direc- 
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lory,  are  included,  as  usual,  this  year.  The 
priming  and  gel-up,  we  may  observe,  is  more 
regular  and  neal  than  some  volumes  of  ill e  Dnec- 
tory  have  displayed,  and  rrflects  credit  on  the 
publishers,  ihe  Hongkong  Daily  Press  Office. 


THB  FUNBRAL  OF  THI   LATE   LOKD  ABBOT  OF  THIS 
H 1  GASH  I  HONGWANJI. 

The  funeral  of  the  Lord  Abbot  of  the  Higash 
Hongwanji,  which  took  place  on  the  29th  ult., 
is  described  as  a  spectacle  of  unparalleled 
magnificence  and  grandeur.  The  ceremony 
occupied  altogether  about  twenty-four  hours, 
commencing  at  1  a.m.  and  ending  at  2  a.m.  the 
following  day.  Several  days  previous  to  the 
date  fixed  for  the  interment,  believers  from  all 
parts  of  the  countiy  began  to  pour  into  the 
ancient  capital  in  such  numbers  that  by  the  28th 
there  was  not  a  single  inn  which  had  not  been 
filled  with  devotees  lo  over-flowing,  and  fresh 
arrivals,  who  had  not  friends  or  relatives  to 
apply  for  accommodation,  had  to  pass  the 
night  out  of  doors.  The  number  of  people  who 
came  up  to  pay  the  last  act  of  reverence  lo  their 
lale  religious  potentate  is  estimated  al  not  less 
than  IOO.OOO.  That  this  estimate  is  not  exagge- 
rated may  be  seen  from  the  vast  increase  of  rail- 
way passengers  alighting  at  the  Shichijo  station 
for  severaldayspreviousto  the  day  of  the  funeral. 
Ordinarily,  the  arrivals  at  the  station  ate  not 
more  than  1,500  per  diem.  The  number  began 
to  increase  as  early  as  the  20th.  From  that  day 
to  the  25th  the  number  was  between  1,600  and 
2,000.  On  the  26th  it  increased  to  3,169;  on 
the  271I),  to  8,112;  and  on  the  281b  to  16,729. 
And  those  arriving  by  rail  represented  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  assembled  devotees,  the 
majority  of  whom  were  frugal  country  folks 
who  did  not  mind  walking  the  whole  way  to 
and  fro.  At  about  2  a  m.  on  the  291b,  the  re- 
ligious service  began  in  front  of  the  coffin. 
At  4  the  coffin  was  removed  to  a  temporary 
structure  specially  erected  for  the  purpose, 
where  prayeis  were  offered  by  the  Princes  of 
the  Blood,  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and 
the  principal  dignitaries  of  the  sect.  These 
tedious  ceremonies  took  so  much  time  that  the 
procession  did  not  leave  the  precincts  of  the 
temple  before  half  pasl-ten,  just  two  hours  later 
than  the  time  originally  fixed.  Such  was  the 
length  of  the  college  that  the  last  person  in  it 
left  the  temple  gate  at  noon.  The  entne  mini 
ber  allowed  to  accompany  the  coffin  was  about 
IO.OOO.  Eye  witnesses  declaie  that  the  splen- 
dour of  the  gold-embroidered  robes  of  the  high 
dignitaries  of  the  sect  defies  all  powers  of  de- 
scription. The  spacious  temple  grounds,  as 
well  as  the  entire  road  between  the  temple  and 
the  place  appointed  for  the  performance  of  the 
cremation  ceremony  at  Uchino,  were  closely 
packed  with  crowds,  through  which  the  police 
could  hardly  preserve  a  passage  for  the  proces 
sion.  As  the  coffin  passed,  the  devotees  knell 
on  the  ground  and  offered  up  prayeis,  the 
air  being  thus  filled  with  the  sounds  of  Natnu 
amid.i  butsu,  fervently  uttered  by  tens  ot 
thousands  of  voices.  The  coffin,  borne  by 
men  iclated  to  the  deceased  prelate,  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  latter's  son,  the  present  Abbot, 
who  walked  on  foot  like  the  rest  of  the 
procession.  The  Princes  of  the  Blood  were 
represented  by  special  messengers,  as  were 
several  of  the  MinisteiS  of  State.  The  so-called 
cremation  ceremony  commenced  at  II  a.m.  and 
was  finished  at  2  p.m.  It  was  a  complicated 
affair,  but  the  principal  feature  seems  to  have 
been  the  uffeiing  of  prayers,  singing  of  hymns, 
and  so  forth.  The  ceremony,  it  should  be  ftoied, 
does  not  include  the  real  business  of  cremation, 
which  was  conducted  afterwards  at  the  Crema- 
tion Grounds  at  Kazan.  The  procession  from 
Uchino  to  Kazan  was  not  so  large  as  that  which 
accompanied  the  coffin  from  the  temple  to 
Uchino;  hut  its  length  was  still  nearly  two 
miles,  and  the  spectators  were  as  numerous  as 
hef'  re  along  the  whole  distance.  As  the  process 
of  cremation  consisted  in  burning  with  charcoal 
on  which  were  thrown  some  aromatic  woods, 
and  as  the  corpse  was  placed  in  a  coffin  with  a 
triple  covering,  the  whole  operation  took  an 
unusually  long  time,  it  being  half  past  II  before 
the  bones  were  gathered  together  into  an  oblong 


box  covered  with  white  silk,  to  be  carried  back 
to  Uchino,  where  a  ceremony  called  "the  col- 
lection of  the  bones"  was  gone  through.  The 
icmains  were  taken  to  the  Dnishi  cliapel  in  the 
Hongwan  Temple,  where  the  ceremony  of 
"report  on  the  collection  of  the  bones"  was 
performed.  Finally,  the  box  containing  the 
cremated  remains  was  removed  lo  the  Chu-in 
chapel,  where  it  is  to  remain  for  ever.  It  was 
past  2  a.m.  on  the  30th  that  these  ceremonies 
were  completed. 

*  * 

As  might  have  been  feared,  the  day  was  pro- 
ductive of  an  unusually  large  number  of  ac 
cidents.  One  of  the  newspaper  correspondents 
states  that,  when  once  a  person  became  involved 
in  ihe  dense  crowds  that  lined  the  whole  way,  it 
was  like  labouring  in  a  quick-sand  ;  there  was  no 
hope  of  getting  out.  More  than  fifty  persons  had 
to  be  carried  to  hospitals,  and  among  them 
some  are  said  to  have  been  seriously  injured. 
The  temporary  bridge  over  the  Kamogawa  at 
Gojo  fell,  but  happily  no  loss  of  life  or  limb 
was  occasioned  by  this  incident.  At  Kazan, 
where  the  cremation  took  place,  a  temporary 
structure  gave  way  and  a  few  persons  were 
badly  wounded. 

* 

The  sudden  influx  of  so  large  a  number  of 
people  into  Kyoto  is  said  to  have  caused  a 
general  rise  of  prices.  The  effect  was  especially 
marked  in  the  case  of  vegetables,  which  rose 
tweniy  to  thirty  per  cent.  Fish,  on  the  contrary, 
is  said  to  have  become  cheaper  for  obvious 
reasons. 

*  * 

The  water  used  for  washing  the  corpse  of  the 
late  Lord  Abbot  was  put  into  pieces  "f  bamboo, 
and  distributed  among  the  temples  of  the  sect 
throughout  the  country.  The  devotees  who  had 
flocked  to  Kyoto  from  the  provinces  were  eager 
to  gel  the  bento,  some  50. COO  boxes  of  which 
were  distributed  by  the  Hougwan-ji  on  the  day 
of  the  funeral,  to  carry  them  home  as  mementoes 
of  the  occasion.  Anything  coming  from  the 
household  of  the  revered  head  of  the  sect  is 
precious  in  the  eyes  of  simple  believers  in  the 
countiy  districts. 

* 

*  * 

The  funeral  presents  (kd-den)  must  have  cost 
an  enormous  sum.  According  to  the  jfijt 
Shimpo's  calculali  in,  the  total  can  not  have  been 
less  than  300,000  Al  the  time  of  the  death 

of  the  late  Lord  Abbot's  predecessor,  the  sum 
exceeded  700.OOO  yen. 

TIMELY  COMPENSATION. 

The  Singapore  Free  Press  says  : — Some  of  the 
firms  in  Smgapoie  have  increased  the  salaiies 
of  their  European  employes  to  compensate  them 
for  the  fall  in  exchange.  Oiheis  have  been 
unable  to  do  so  in  consequence  of  "bad  times," 
which  occasionally  means  that  the  old  partners 
in  Europe  still  want  their  pound  of  flesh,  in 
spite  of  the  depreciated  dollar.  1'he  Chartered 
Bank,  we  understand,  is  in  the  fortunate  posi- 
tion of  being  able  to  give  its  officials  a  bonus  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  their  last  half-year's  salaries, 
so  satisfactory  has  been  the  result  of  the  six 
months  woiking.  Evidently  the  fall  in  ex- 
change has  done  some  good.  It's  an  ill-wind 
that  speeds  no  hark.  A  bonus  of  a  month's 
salary  comes  in,  as  an  envious  friend  said,  handy 
occasionally.  We  congratulate  the  officials  ;  less 
wai  inly  the  shareholder  s.  As  for  the  unfortunate 
clients  who  have  to  pay  x  per  cent,  interest  on 
overdrafts!  ah — that's  another  ledger. 

PATRON  I  Z  KD   BY  THE  CZAREWITCH. 

Wk  are  glad  to  learn  from  the  Shin  Choya 
that  the  celebrated  dealer  in  silken  fabrics, 
Mr.  Kawashima  Jimbei,  of  Kyoto,  has  been 
authorized  by  H.LH.  the  Prince  Imperial  of 
Russia  lo  describe  his  firm  as  "  patronized  by 
the  Czarewitch,"  and  to  mark  his  goods  accord- 
ingly. An  official  despatch  confeiring  this 
distinction  is  said  to  have  been  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Kawashima  on  the  26th  ultimo.  It  granted 
permission  to  Mr  Kawashima  to  call  himself 
"  weaver  to  His  Imperial  Highness,"  to  em- 
blazon (he  Imperial  arms  upon  his  signboard, 
and  to  weave  them  in  the  corners  of  his  fabrics. 


Our  contemporary  adds  that  a  die  of  the  Im- 
perial Arms  was  forwarded  al  the  same  lime  to 
ihe  Kyoto  firm.  We  read  also  that  it  is  Mr. 
Kawashima's  intention,  so  soon  as  h'S  health, 
now  slightly  impaired,  shall  have  been  restored, 
to  take  a  voyage  to  Si.  Petersburg  in  order  to 
convey  personally  his  gratitude  for  ihe  honour 
conferred  on  him.  If  this  intelligence  be  cor- 
rect, as  we  trust  it  is,  the  Czarewitch  has  cer- 
tainly shown  wise  discrimination. 


JAPANESE  SHIP  OWNERS  AND  THE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Last  October  the  Department  of  Communica- 
tions issued  a  notification  revising  the  Rules  for 
the  Inspection  of  Foreign-buill  ships,  and  sup- 
plementing them  by  some  provisions  which 
came  into  force  from  the  current  month.  The 
alterations  made  were  in  the  sense  of  restric- 
tions. They  shortened  the  voyage  performable 
by  a  ship  of  a  certain  tonnage,  and  they  reduc- 
ed considerably  the  number  of  passengers  that 
a  ship  might  carry  in  proportion  to  the  cubic 
space  available.  Doubtless  these  modifications 
were  dictated  by  sound  reasons,  but  they  are 
strongly  objected  to  by  ship-owners,  who  claim 
that  the  earning  capacity  of  their  vessels  is 
seriously  impaired.  Meetings  to  protest  have 
been  held,  and  the  ship-owners,  it  is  said,  are 
determined  to  resist  stoutly. 

THE   FIRE  IN  KAGOSHIMA. 

Some  particulars  of  the  recent  fire  in  Kagoshima 
are  published  by  the  vernacular  press.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  flames  broke  out  in  the  house  of 
Inouye  Shohei,  a  soba  seller,  in  Kiusei-machi, 
and  that,  as  a  strong  north-easterly  wind  was 
blowing  at  the  time,  they  spread  rapidly,  re- 
ducing to  ruins  five  streets,  Kiusei-machi, 
Gofuku  cho,  Higashi-sengoku-bashi-cho,  and 
Yamashita-cho,  the  total  number  of  houses 
destroyed  being  547,  with  12  out-houses  and  7 
godowns.  The  conflagration  was  not  extingui- 
shed until  7  a.m.  The  names  of  the  streets  at 
winch  it  was  arrested  in  each  quarter  of  the 
compass  are  given,  but  need  not  be  reproduced 
here.  Five  lives  were  lost,  a  merchant  residing 
in  Nakacho,  named  Sakamoto  Itaro,  and  four 
employes  of  his  being  burned  to  death. 


BIG  SHRINKAGE. 

Mr.  Dkpew,  the  President  of  the  New  York 
Cential  railway  and  confidential  adviser  of  the 
Vanderbilt  family,  estimates  that  when  the 
wealthiest  Americans  shall  have  taken  account 
of  their  investments  in  January  they  will  find  their 
fortunes  from  25  to  40  per  cent,  less  than  they 
were  a  year  ago,  and  in  some  cases  much  more. 
He  calculates  the  depreciation  of  American 
railway  securities  alone  to  be  a  thousand  million 
dollars !  It  is  a  common  report  in  New  York  that 
one  of  the  greatesl  bankers  has  lost  $2,000,000 
in  a  single  industrial  security  and  that  another 
house  may,  through  the  inability  of  customers 
to  meet  their  margins,  be  compelled  lo  mark 
off  a  loss  quile  as  great. 

COUNT  GOTO. 

Now  that  Count  Goto  has  left  the  Cabinet,  we 
may  expect  to  find  him  made  the  stalking-horse 
of  all  kinds  of  political  opinions.  Already  he 
is  represented  as  an  analyst  of  the  Administra- 
tion's policy.  He  attributes  to  himself,  accord- 
ing to  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  an  unvarying 
desire  while  in  office  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  and  says  that  ihe  disfavour  into 
which  he  fell  was  due  to  his  sincere  pursuit  of 
that  piogramme.  He  does  not  add,  however, 
as  he  might  with  perfect  truth,  that  it  was  the 
representatives  of  the  people  who  pulled  him 
down  because  he  respected  the  will  of  the  people 
over-much. 

FIRES  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

A  firk,  which  developed  lo  some  magnitude 
before  it  was  got  under  control,  broke  out  in 
a  lower  room  of  the  Tamai-ro,  one  of  a  block 
of  five  brothels  standing  in  Maganecho,  Yoko- 
hama, about  eight  o'clock  on  Friday  evening. 
It  was  some  lime  before  the  alarm  was  given, 
SO  that  by  the  time  the  firemen  reached  the 
spot,  the  flames  had  made  considerable  pro- 
gress.    In  a  very   short  time,  Kanaoka-ro, 
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Naniwa-ro,  Chi  lose- ro,  and  Sakurai-m,  all  two- 
storied  buildings,  were  burning  furiously,  and. 
lira  adjoining  brothels  also  caught.  Fortun- 
ately water  was  to  he  had  in  plenty,  and 
only  the  five  houses  mentioned  wcie  wholly 
destroyed,  two  others  escaping  partially.  No 
accidents  are  reported,  the  inmates  all  escap- 
ing at  an  early  period  of  the  fire.  The  cause 
is  yel  unknown,  hut  a  conjecture  is  current  that 
the  severe  earthquake,  which  occurred  some 
little  time  previously,  upset  a  small  Japanese 
lamp,  and  this  being  unobserved  led  lo  the 

disastrous  conflagration. 

* 

«  * 

Ahout  iwo  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning 
another  fire  occurred,  this  time  in  Ogicho, 
Yokohama.  It  broke  out  in  an  unoccupied 
house,  and  six  buildings  were  destroyed. 

BLUE  JACKETS  ON  HORSEBACK. 

"  Jack  Ashore  "  occasionally  indulges  in  horse 
riding,  and  usually  steers  a  somewhat  erratic 
course,  the  wonder  being  that  there  are  not 
more  accidents  caused  by  his  reckless  career 
through  crowded  thoroughfares.  On  Sunday 
afternoon  four  men  belonging  to  the  Marion, 
while  thus  disporting  themselves  in  Ishikawa, 
Nichome,  unfortunately  ran  over  a  Japanesechild. 
Three  of  the  horsemen  escaped,  but  the  fourth 
was  soon  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  Japanese  and 
held  prisoner  until  he  gave  his  own  and  com- 
panions' names  He  made  his  way  home,  but 
the  other  three  continued  their  gallop  through  the 
Settlement,  to  the  great  danger  of  passers-by. 

THE   ELECTION   IN  TOCHIGl  PREFECTURE. 

It  is  to  he  regretted  that,  in  the  interests  of  Mr. 
Hoshi  Toru's  reputation,  his  partizans  in  To- 
chigi  Prefecture  do  not  more  carefully  observe 
the  dictates  of  good  order.  News  is  now  pub- 
lished by  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun  to  the  effect 
that  Mr.  Kawara  Asakichi,  a  supporter  of  Mr. 
Hoshi  Toru's  opponent,  Mr.  Yokobori,  was  shot 
at  and  severely  wounded  by  one  of  Mr.  Hoshi's 
partizans,  at  Sakasagawa,  on  the  night  of  the 
24th  instant.  Two  bullets  were  discharged  at 
Mr.  Kawara,  and  one  of  them  struck  him  in  the 
shoulder.  It  does  not  appear,  happily,  that  the 
injury  is  likely  to  prove  fatal. 

GERMAN   EMPEROR'S  BIRTHDAY. 

The  birthday  of  Kaiser  Wilhelin  II.  was  loyally 
celebrated  by  the  German  community  of  Yo- 
kohama on  Saturday.  The  day  opened  grev 
and  overcast,  but  long  before  noon  the  sun  was 
shining  from  a  deep  blue  sky.  A  large  number 
availed  themselves  of  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
mander of  H.I.G.M.S.  Wolf  to  participate  in 
the  special  service  on  hoard.  The  ship  was 
tas'etullv  decorated  and  dressed  in  national  flags. 
Many  flags  were  hung  out  in  the  Settlement 
during  the  day.  At  noon  an  Impeiial  salute 
was  fired  and  al  night  a  dinner  was  given  at  the 
Club  Gei  mania,  the  President  in  the  chair. 


FRESH   ELECTION  TROUBLES. 

The  supporters  of  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  in  Tochigi 
Prefecture  continue  to  disgrace  their  cause  by 
acts  or  violence.  On  the  30th  ultimo  they 
went  to  the  length  of  attacking  the  rival  candi 
date  himself.  Mr.  Yokobori  was  on  his  way 
home  from  a  political  gathering  when  his  party 
was  set  upon  by  soshi,  and  three  of  those  ac- 
companying him  were  wounded.  It  must  be 
ohseived,  that  this  statement  is  taken  from  the 
Hochi  Shimbun,  which  would  naturally  put  the 
worst  possible  construction  on  anything  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru. 


FOREIGN  WAR  VESSELS  AND   POSTAL  MATTERS 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  says  that  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  the  Minister  of  Siate  for  Com- 
munications issued  instructions  to  post  and 
telegraph  offices  throughout  the  Empire,  to  the 
effect  that  foreign  men-of-war  belonging  to  a 
country  which  has  joined  the  Postal  Union, 
should  be  granted  all  the  privileges  and  facilities 
provided  by  the  articles  of  the  Union  Postal  Re- 
gulations in  respect  of  the  transmission  of 
parcels. 

AN  OBSTRKPKkOUS  interviewer 
The  Tokyo  Asahi  says  that  about  half-past  tlnee 
o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  inst.  a  Japa- 
nese, supposed  to  be  a  sludent  from  his  ap- 


pe&rauce,  visited  the  residence  ol  Mr.  Joseph 
Cosand,  an  American  citizen,  living  at  Komi 

niacin,  Mila,  Shiha.  Tokyo,  and  requested  an 
inteiview.  Suspicions  being  amused,  the 
police  were  sent  lor.  A  constable  and  a  gens- 
darme  at  once  proceeded  to  the  house  and 
attempted  lo  remove  the  lad.  He  resisted 
violently,  but  finally  decamped,  alter  inflicting 
two  wounds  on  the  constable  with  a  sabre, 
which  he  had  wrenched  from  the  gensdanne. 

THE   RUSSIAN  NIHILISTS. 

The  News  Agency  publishes  a  telegram  from 
an  undeclared  source  to  an  undeclaied  address, 
to  the  effect  that  while  a  great  meeting  of  Russian 
Nihilists  was  being  held  in  secret  in  Moscow  on 
the  20lh  instant,  a  large  force  of  police  surpris- 
ed the  conspirators.  The  Nihilists  resisted 
stoutly,  and  wounded  fifteen  of  the  constables, 
but  fifty  of  them  were  arrested.  Two  committed 
suicide  rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
police  and  twenty-two  escaped. 

THE  COURT. 

His  Imperial  Highness  the  Crown  Prince 
appears  to  include  fencing  among  his  favourite 
pastimes.  He  invited  a  number  of  officials  to 
the  Palace  on  the  3rd  of  December  to  hold  a 
fencing  match,  and  is  reported  to  have  been  so 
much  pleased  with  the  performance  that  direc- 
tions have  been  given  for  the  construction  of  a 

fencing-court  in  the  Palace. 

* 

Her  Majesty  the  Empress-Dowager  is  lo  pro- 
ceed to  Hayama-mura  in  Kanagawa  Prefecture 
on  the  2nd  instant,  for  change  of  air,  and  will 
remain  there  till  the  end  of  the  month. 


SILK   IMPORTS  IN  THE   UNITED  STATES. 


The  Imports  of  Raw  Silk  at  the  Ports  of  New 
York  and  the  Pacific  Coast,  December,  1893, 
were  : — 


Bales. 

Lbs. 

Value. 

•    55-7 e4  •• 

.  165658 

Pacific  Coa^i  P01  Is  3,093  . 

..  419406  .. 

.   I,456  6l9 

3-348  . 

.  475. 160  .. 

,  1,622,277 

The  Imports  of  Waste, 

etc.,  were  : 

..    98,100  .. 

60,495 

Pacific  Coast  P01  ts         1  . 

63  .. 

58 

3<»8  • 

..  98.163 

60.553 

SOUTH  SEA  ISLANDERS. 

Some  more  South  Sea  Islanders  have  been 
transported  to  Japan,  and  are  now  carried  round 
to  see  the  sights.  They  are  naturally  much 
impressed  and  even  a  little  awe-struck,  and  their 
naive  expressions  of  admiration  and  surprise 
are  reproduced  by  the  vernacular  press,  partly, 
no  doubt,  because  the  workings  of  unsophisticat- 
ed minds  are  always  interestingstudies,  but  partly 
also  because  the  homage  implied  in  these  simple 
folk's  wonder  tickles  Japanese  vanity.  It  is  a 
harmless  kind  of  amusement  alter  all,  very 
agreeable  for  the  visitors  and  not  particularly 
expensive  to  ihe  visited. 

A  NEW  COTTON  SPINNING  FACTORY. 

The  vernacular  press  reports  a  project  for  the 
establishment  of  another  collon-spinning factory. 
Shimonoseki  is  the  place  chosen  for  the  site, 
and  ihe  projectors  are  Mr.  Katada,  one  of  the 
members  ot  Parliament  for  Yamaguchi  Prefec 
lure,  Messrs.  Toyonaga  and  Kimura,  merchants 
of  Shimonoseki  and  Tokyo,  respectively,  nnd 
Mr.  Arakawa,  a  mechanical  engineer  of  Kyoto. 
The  capital  is  slated  to  be  half  a  million  yen. 
so  that  the  enterprise  must  be  of  some  magni- 
tude. The  cotton-spinning  industry  has  cer- 
tainly made  great  strides  in  Japan. 

NOT  RECOGNISED. 

The  two  Norwegians  who  were  arrested  on 
Tuesday  for  creating  a  disturbance  and  as- 
saulting the  police,  were  taken  before  their 
Consul,  Mr.  Van  de  Polder,  yesterday,  but  as 
they  possessed  no  papers  he  refused  to  recog- 
nise them.  They  are  detained  at  the  police 
station  pending  enouiries.  

FIRE  IN  TOKYO. 

A  conflagration  of  magnitude  unusual  in 
these  limes  occurred  in  Tokyo  at  3.30  a.m.  on 
the  28th  ultimo.    It  broke  out  in  ihe  Yoshi- 


kawa-10  in  Shuiagawa,  and  totally  destroyed 
315  houses,  partially  binning  sixteen.  One 
woman  perished  in  the  flames,  and  two  men 
weie  wounded.  Some  boats  moored  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  also  burned.  'I  he  flames 
had  their  origin  in  a  bath-room.  Twentv-seven 
of  the  houses  were  insured  in  the  Meiji  Fire 
Insurance  Office  for  an  aggregate  sum  of 
8,300  yen.   

THE   HOME  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr  Watanabk  Chiaki,  Vice  Minister  of  State 
tor  H'une  Affairs,  whose  nomination  to  mem- 
beiship  of  the  House  of  Peers  was  announced 
in  our  last  issue,  has  resigned  his  position  as 
Vice  Minister,  and  Mr.  Malsuoka  Koki,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Upper  House,  has  been  appointed  lo 
succeed  him.  Mr.  Malsuoka,  formerly  occupied 
ihe  post  of  Chief  Public  Procurator  of  the  Court 
of  Cassation.  His  official  rank  is  Second  of 
the  Third  Grade.  

GUATEMALA. 

In  consequence  of  intelligence  recently  received 
in  Japan  lo  the  effect  thai  Japanese  labourers  in 
Guatemala  are  experiencing  cruel  treatment 
at  the  hands  of  their  employers,  Mr.  Chinda, 
Japanese  Consul  in  San  Francisco,  has  been 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  the  alleged 
outrages.  He  started  on  ihe  1 6th  December. 
The  News  Agency  in  responsible  for  this  rumour 

OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 

Mr.  Hirayama  Narinobu,  Chief  Secretary  of 
ihe  Piivy  Council,  has  been  released  from 
office  al  his  own  request,  and  Mr.  Hirata 
Tosnke,  hitherto  Chief  of  the  Law  Compilation 
Bureau,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him  at 
the  Privy  Council.  Mr.  Watanabe  Chiaki,  Vice- 
Mmister  of  Home  Affairs,  has  been  nominated 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Peers. 

BURGLARY  IN  SHIBA. 

During  the  night  of  ihe  30th  ultimo  robbers 
broke  into  the  house  of  Mr.  J.  Cosand,  at  30 
Kounmachi,  Mita,  Tokyo,  and  stole  a  hundred 
yen  in  five  yen  notes,  same  the  amount  in  ten  yen 
notes,  and  three  hundred  yen  in  one  yen  notes. 
The  matter  was  reported  immediately  to  the 
Shiha  Police  Station,  but  as  yet  no  trace  of  the 
thieves  seems  to  have  been  discovered. 

ACCIDENT  IN  THE  PORONAI  MINE. 

A  telegram  from  the  Chief  of  the  Hokkaido 
Administration,  dated  6  p.m.  on  the  25th  ullimo, 
announces  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  an  explosion  of  gunpowder  took  place 
in  the  Poronai  Coal  Mine,  and  that  ten  of  the 
convicts  working  in  the  mine  were  injured. 
Presumably  no  lives  were  lost. 

A   BRITISH  DOLLAR. 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed 
by  ihe  Hongkong  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  coining  a  British 
dollar,  recommends  that  a  dollar  be  struck  at 
the  Indian  Mints,  which,  it  appears,  are  pre- 
pared to  undertake  the  work  at  a  seignorage  of 
1  per  cent,  or  thereabouts. 

THE   U  S.  CONSULATE-GENERAL. 

Col.  N.  W.  McIvor,  the  newly  appointed  Con- 
sul General  of  the  United  States,  took  over  the 
charge  of  the  Yokohama  Consulate-General  on 
r tie  1st  inst..  from  the  retiring  Consul  General, 
Mr.  W.  D.  Tillotson,  who  leaves  by  ihe  Oceanic 
on  Saturday.  

DESTRUCTIVE  FIRE   IN   CHIBA  PREFECTURE. 

Fumks  hurst  out  in  a  house  at  Funabashi, 
H'gashi-Katsnshika  District,  on  the  271I1  ult., 
destroying  eightv-nine  dwellings,  iwo  godowns 
and  five  out  houses,  fourteen  other  buildings 
were  damaged.  

S.  ANDREW'S  CHURCH.  SHIBA. 

To-morrow  (Sunday.  Feb.  4.)  the  Sermon  will 
he  preached  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  McKim. 
On  the  Wednesdays  during  Lent  a  course  of 
addresses  will  be  given  at  evensong.  5  p.m..  by 
the  Rev.  Arthur  Lloyd.  Subject,  Jeremy  Taylor's 

"  Holy  Living^  ____ 

Vera  quidem,  fateor,  dixisti.  quisquis  e>,  arles 
Geisharum  lauiU.ns  virgineiimque  decus. 
Ast  imam  nimium  ne  tu  laudaveris  ;  omnes 

Dum  placeant  pariter,  fas  erit :  una  nocet. 

(Vates  ignotus) 
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THE  VICTORIA  SCHOOL. 
 ■ — -♦  

THE  British  community — we  may  in- 
deed say,  the  foreign  community,  so 
general  have  been  the  sympathy  and  sup- 
port accorded — is  once  again  confronted  by 
the  question,  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
Victoria  School  ?  It  is  a  question  of  yearly 
recurrence.  It  was  bound,  from  the  outset, 
to  be  a  question  of  yearly  recurrence.  For 
that  we  were  quite  prepared.  When  the 
idea  of  founding  a  school  by  way  of  com- 
memorating Her  Majesty's  Jubilee  was 
started,  we  stated  our  firm  conviction  that 
funds  adequate  to  give  permanency  to  such 
a  purpose  could  not  possibly  be  collected, 
and  that  if  an  institution  intended  to 
serve  as  a  loyal  memento  were  to  die  of 
inanition  within  a  few  years,  ridicule  and 
humiliation  would  be  the  only  outcome  of 
the  community's  effort.  The  alternative 
scheme  proposed  at  the  time,  namely  to 
endow  a  Victoria  Scholarship  in  the  Japan- 
ese Imperial  University,  would  have  been 
easily  within  the  resources  of  the  subscri- 
bers, and  had  the  further  great  advantage  of 
being  a  form  of  commemoration  that  would 
last  for  all  time.  But  considerations  not 
difficult  to  appreciate  turned  the  com- 
munity from  that  scheme.  The  Victoria 
School  was  founded.  Its  history,  from  the 
moment  when  its  doors  were  opened,  may 
be  approximately  summed  up  in  the  state- 
ment that  it  has  never  been  self-support- 
ing but  has  existed  uniformly  on  charity. 
Annual  excesses  of  expenditure  over  in- 
come gradually  ate  up  the  capital  subscrib- 
ed at  the  outset,  and  when  that  source  of 
supply  was  exhausted,  the  community  had 
to  choose  between  the  alternative  of  let- 
ting the  School  die  or  subscribing  again 
to  give  it  a  temporarily  renewed  lease 
of  life.  British  subjects  in  the  East  are 
very  loyal  folks.  Besides,  they  are  for 
the  most  part  practical  men  who  hate  to 
turn  back  when  once  they  have  set  their 
hands  to  the  plough.  Twice  the  School 
was  saved  from  perishing,  and  now  again 
the  question  arises,  shall  it  be  saved  a 
third  time  ?  There  is  no  longer  any  room 
to  be  doubtful  about  its  prospects.  When 
public  patronage  shows  itself  coy,  the 
axiomatic  principle  of  sound  business  is  to 
attract  it  by  offers  of  fresh  advantages 
and  inducements.  Precisely  the  opposite 
course  has  had  to  be  pursued  in  the  case 
of  the  Victoria  School.  The  less  the  dis- 
position displayed  by  the  community  to 
send  their  sons  there,  the  more  the  educa- 
tional attractions  of  the  institution  have 
been  curtailed.  It  is  still,  doubtless,  a 
good  common  school,  but  in  the  face 
of  richly  endowed  and  splendidly  or- 
ganized competition,  it  possesses  in 
itself  no  recuperative  capacities  what- 
ever. The  attendance  of  students  is 
about  thirty -five.  The  income  from  all 
sources  does  not  amount  to  three  thousand 
dollars  annually.  The  expenditure  falls 
little  short  of  five  thousand.  Unless  the 
community  come  to  the  rescue  with  at 


least  as  much  generosity  as  they  displayed 
last  year,  the  School  must  be  closed  forth- 
with. Now  there  cannot,  we  think,  be 
the  slightest  hesitation  about  the  conclu- 
sion inferable  from  the  history  of  the 
School  :  Yokohama  has  no  need  of  such 
an  institution.  Even  if  largely  increased 
educational  advantages  could  be  offered 
at  the  same  cost,  there  would  still  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  School's  success  a  fatal 
stumbling  block,  namely,  the  unconquer- 
able desire  of  every  parent  to  provide  for 
his  son  the  benefits  of  public  school  life  in 
England.  It  is  difficult  to  translate  into 
language  any  exact  measure  of  those 
benefits.  But  the  lad  who  has  enjoyed 
them  is  recognisable  anywhere.  He  has 
acquired  a  moral  robustness  that  never 
could  be  nourished  in  the  atmosphere  of 
an  institution  like  the  Victoria  School. 
Thus  it  results  that  the  School  has  uses 
solely  for  those  whose  means  do  not  enable 
them  to  send  their  sons  home,  or  whose 
circumstances  suggest  the  inad visability 
of  such  a  course.  That  might  have  been 
foreseen  from  the  first.  It  was,  indeed, 
foreseen  but  not  practically  admitted. 
Granted,  then,  that  the  School  must  be 
content  to  stand  on  a  comparatively  low 
educational  level,  the  British  community 
have  to  ask  themselves  whether  the  duty 
devolves  upon  them  of  subscribing  yearly 
to  provide  education  of  that  kind.  The 
general  feeling,  we  think,  answers  in  the 
negative.  There  is  talk,  however,  of 
radically  altering  the  character  of  the 
School  by  converting  it  into  an  insti- 
tution for  providing  commercial  and 
technical  education  only.  Such  an  ex- 
pedient might  avert  that  most  unde- 
sirable fiasco,  the  complete  collapse  of 
the  British  community's  memento  of  the 
QUEEN'S  Jubilee.  But  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  to  re-model  the  curriculum  on 
a  different  basis  is  virtually  to  start  an  en- 
tirely new  enterprise.  The  support  en- 
joyed by  the  present  Victoria  School  from 
its  students  could  not  be  reckoned  on  after 
the  educational  objects  of  the  place  had 
been  metamorphosed.  Who  is  to  be  re- 
sponsible that  success  will  attend  the 
metamorphosis?  The  institution  can  not 
be  abandoned  to  private  enterprise  with- 
out at  the  same  time  abandoning  its  dis- 
tinctive character  as  a  memento  ;  neither 
can  any  staff  of  teachers,  be  asked  to  take 
it  up  without  some  guarantee  as  to  their 
salaries.  Hence,  no  course  short  of  clos- 
ing the  place  altogether  will  obviate  the 
necessity  of  another  subscription.  Further, 
if  a  new  departure  is  to  be  made,  shall  its 
period  of  trial  be  limited  to  one  year  ?  If 
not,  and  if  self-supporting  success  be  not 
attained  within  twelve  months,  a  fresh 
subscription  will  be  necessary  next  spring. 
Did  any  portion  of  the  original  endow- 
ment fund  remain,  it  might  be  prudent  to 
inaugurate  a  new  programme  within  the 
limits  of  that  portion.  But  nothing  re 
mains.  There  is  not  so  much  as  a  five- 
pound  note  in  hand.     A  sale  of  the  furni- 


ture and  effects  would  scarcely  realize 
more  than  enough  to  discharge  current 
obligations.  Hence  to  convert  the  School 
now  into  a  place  for  commercial  and 
technical  education  only,  would  be  to  in- 
augurate a  totally  new  device  for  com- 
memorating the  QUEEN'S  Jubilee.  Is  that 
seriously  contemplated  ? 


THE  WRECK  OF  AMERICAN  RAIL- 
ROADS. 
 +  , 

THE  last  mail  from  America  brought 
details  of  the  financial  overthrow  of 
still  another  great  railway  organization, 
the  Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  Fe  com- 
bination, which  has  hitherto  held  the 
position  of  the  most  extensive  system  in 
the  world,  and  the  most  important  in  the, 
United  States  as  regards  the  amount  of 
capitalization.  The  connected  lines  are 
nearly  ten  thousand  miles  in  length  ;  and 
represent  a  value  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  million  dollars.  Until  within  a  few 
months  ago  this  road  was  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  soundest  institutions  of  its  kind, 
and  was  popularly  believed  to  be  so  firmly 
established  and  so  carefully  guardedagainst 
every  chance  of  disaster  as  to  defy  the 
worst  influences  of  the  panic  which  has 
brought  so  many  of  its  rivals  to  destruction. 
Ten  years  ago,  it  was  a  comparatively 
humble  concern,  possessing  only  some  two 
thousand  miles  of  track  ;  but  through  the 
exertions  of  an  unusually  energetic  directo- 
rate, led  by  a  financier  of  singular  courage, 
and  ability,  Mr.  GEORGE  C.  MAGOUN,  it 
gradually  absorbed  a  great  number  of  con- 
tiguous branches,  and  constructed  new 
lines  to  an  extent  that  fully  warranted  its 
claim  to  be  distinguished  as  the  largest  and 
perhaps  the  wealthiest  of  American  railway 
corporations.  Mr.  MaGOUN'S  connection 
with  the  BARINGS  and  other  important  fo- 
reign houses  enabled  him  to  command  an 
immense  amount  of  capital,  which  he  used 
with  such  discretion  as  to  win  universal 
confidence  in  the  enterprise  of  which  he 
was  the  leading  spirit.  While  he  re- 
mained in  control,  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  doubts  were  expressed  as  to 
the  fortunes  of  the  Atchison  system.  He 
retired  from  the  presidency  about  a  year 
ago,  but  continued  to  hold  the  office  of 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  in 
which  his  power  was  supposed  to  be  almost 
as  absolute  as  before.  Suspicion  seems 
to  have  been  first  awakened  by  a  hurried 
visit  of  the  actual  president,  J.  W.  R.EIN- 
HART,  to  Europe.  It  was  rumoured  that 
he  went  in  search  of  financial  relief,  which 
had  become  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  unexampled  pressure  throughout  the 
United  States.  Reports  that  he  had  failed 
in  his  errand  began  to  spread  immediately 
after  his  return,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
Company  lost  its  strongest  support-by  the 
sudden  death  of  Mr.  MAGOUN.  Public  dis- 
trust then  manifested  itself  in  the  usual 
way.  Atchison  securities  of  all  sorts  were 
quoted  at  steadily  declining  prices,  and  the 
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Four  pet  cent .  Bonds  which  solil  Ireely  for 
$800,  or  $825,  six  months  ago,  dropped  to 
$650  at  the  close  of  IhsI  year.  The  great 
corporation  was  compelled  to  declare 
itself  insolvent,  and  on  December  23rd 
receivers  were  appointed  by  a  United 
States  Court  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
No  further  intelligence  had  been  published 
when  the  mail  left  San  Francisco,  and 
nothing  definite  was  know  concerning  the 
Company's  future  prospects.  It  appeared 
to  be  certain,  however,  that  no  interest 
on  stock  or  bonds  would  be  paid  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  confusion  and 
distress  consequent  upon  this  suspension 
will  be  even  greater  than  those  recently 
caused  by  the  default  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  road. 

W  ith  respect  to  this  last  named  cor- 
poration a  new  and  extraordinary  scandal 
has  been  put  in  circulation.    A  petition 
has  been  filed  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Milwaukee,  praying  that  the  pre- 
sent receivers,  who  were  appointed  when 
the  North   Pacific  became  insolvent,  be 
dismissed  from  office  for  gross  abuses  of 
their  trust.    The  charges  are  especially 
directed  against  Receiver  OAKES,  the  for- 
mer  President  of  the  road,   who,  it  is 
affirmed,  has  cooperated  with  certain  as- 
sociates in  stealing  no  less  a  sum  than 
sixty  million  dollars  from  the  great  trunk 
line  and  its  various  dependencies.  For- 
midable  accusations  are  set  forth  with 
startling  precision,  and  the  story  of  the 
alleged  robberies  is  told  with  a  minute- 
ness  wbich   is   undoubtedly  impressive, 
and  might  be  even  more  so,  but  for  the 
fact  that  some   of  the  names  involved 
are  too  high  in  public  estimation  to  be 
thus  summarily  discredited.    The  person 
arraigned  as  Mr.  OAKES'S  chief  fellow- 
conspirator  is  the  President  of  a  New  York 
Trust  Company,  which  has  always  stood 
far  above  the  reach  of  criminal  suspicion, 
and  the  officers  of  which  are  known  to  the 
community  as  men  of  unimpeachable  re- 
pute.   Whatever  misdeeds  may  have  been 
committed  in  the  name  of  the  Northern 
Pacific,  no  one  is  likely  to  believe  that  the 
Trust  Company  in  question  can  have  any 
connection  with  them.     But  the  attack 
serves  to  illustrate  the  fierce  and  bitter 
temper  into  which  vast  numbers  of  people 
have  been  goaded  by  the  losses  they  have 
suffered  in  the  past  six  months  ;  losses  in 
many   cases   aggravated   by  negligence 
verging  upon  dishonesty,  and  sometimes 
traceable    to     unmistakably  fraudulent 
practices  ;  but  for  the  most  part  plainly 
due  to  events  which  no  human  agency 
could  wilfully  or  designedly  set  in  ope- 
ration,   and  which,   when   once  started 
in  their  course,  no  power  could  control. 
When  the  business  of  a  whole  country 
is   in    a   state    of   stagnation,    and  the 
railways    carry    no    freight,    it  follows 
of  necessity  that  they  earn  nothing,  and 
consequently  fail   to  meet  their  obliga- 
tions.   Especially  is  this  the  case  in  the 
thinly  settled  regions  of  the  West  and 


Sotilh.  The  Eastern  Stales  are  not,  how 
ever,  entirely  free  from  similar  disasters, 
and  ominous  reports  were  making  them- 
selves heard,  at  last  advices,  even  in  the 
heart  of  New  England.  The  avidity  with 
which  subscriptions  have  been  offered  for 
the  new  national  loan,  at  prices  which  will 
reduce  the  interest  to  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  or  less,  may  be  taken  as  an  evidence 
of  the  general  eagerness  to  shun  the 
more  attractive  investments  in  railroad 
securities  and  to  accept  smaller  returns 
which  bring  with  them  the  assurance  of 
greater  safety. 


"  SO  NEAR  AND  YET  SO  FAR." 

— ■♦•  -  - 

THERE  is  not  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  any  place  farther  from  Tokyo 
than  Yokohama.  The  distance,  measured 
by  vulgar  methods,  is  18  miles,  which  in- 
terval being  spanned  by  a  railway  with  an 
exceptionally  rapid  service  of  locomotives, 
and  by  a  line  of  telegraph  as  quick  as  it  is 
sure,  one  may  transport  oneself  from  the 
Capital  to  the  Settlement  in  the  incredibly 
short  space  of  an  hour  by  train,  and  com- 
communicate  one's  thoughts  in  about  twice 
the  same  time  by  wire.  But  that  is  a  phy- 
sical statement  of  the  case.  Morally  speak- 
ing, the  two  places  lie  at  a  vast  distance. 
Tokyo  stands  to  Yokohama  pretty  much  in 
the  relation  of  a  fixed  star  to  the  earth.  So 
long  does  the  light  of  intelligence  take  to 
travel  from  the  city  to  the  port  that  the 
destruction  of  the  former  in  some  natural 
cataclysm  might  leave  the  latter  still  un- 
consiously  collecting  rays  of  news  from 
the  defunct  source.  In  one  respect,  how- 
ever, the  analogy  does  not  hold  :  the  time 
taken  by  the  light  of  a  particular  star  to 
reach  our  planet  is  always  uniform,  but  the 
time  taken  by  intelligence  to  travel  from 
Tokyo  to  Yokohama  varies  inversely  as 
the  truth  of  the  intelligence,  and  is  not 
even  constant  for  different  items  of  similar 
intelligence.  Any  canard  of  an  evil  or 
slanderous  tendency  traverses  the  interval 
at  a  high  velocity  ;  any  information  cal- 
culated to  re-habilitate  a  reputation,  or  to 
enhance  renown  creeps  across  with  tardy 
feet.  As  for  inconstancy  in  respect  of 
items  of  the  same  kind,  let  us  illustrate. 
A  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  when  the  Meiji 
era  was  in  its  infancy,  the  Representatives 
of. the  Great  Powers  used  to  be  followed 
whenever  they  went  abroad  by  escorts  of 
mounted  men.  The  British  Minister  had 
a  force  of  his  own  nationals  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  the  French  was  satisfied  with 
Japanese.  By  degrees,  the  need  of  such  a 
precaution  disappearing,  it  was  dispensed 
with.  Of  the  British  escort,  only  one  re- 
mained ;  of  the  French,  two.  But  though 
no  longer  useful  for  purpose  of  protection, 
these  veteran  relics  could  be  ornamental. 
The  French  Representative  adopted  the 
habit  of  employing  the  two  pensioners  to 
accompany  his  carriage  on  State  occasions, 
just  as  outriders  with  gold-laced  coats  and 
cockaded  hats  are  used  for  a  similar  pur- 


pose in  the  West.  His  Excellency  h«.  ,i 
been  doing  this  for  about  twelve  years, 
when  intelligence  of  the  fact  made  its  waj 
to  Yokohama,  and  threw  folks  there  into  a 
flutter  of  excitement.  They  concluded  that 
the  days  had  returned  when  a  Foreign 
Minister's  person  must  be  guarded  against 
murderous  assaults  by  two-sworded  samu- 
rai, and  that  the  era  of  "barbarian-expel- 
ling" terrorism  was  once  more  present. 
Twelve  years  were  needed  for  the  trans- 
mission of  that  ray  of  light.  Yet,  another 
of  cognate  character  traversed  the  interval 
in  four.  In  1889,  one  of  the  French  Re- 
presentative's children  was  struck  by  a 
pebble  in  the  streets  of  Tokyo,  and  shortly 
afterwards  His  Excellency's  carriage  be- 
came the  target  of  a  similar  missile.  In 
1893,  Yokohama  discovered  these  occur- 
rences. They  were  published  in  the 
local  press,  excitedly  discussed  at  the 
bar  of  the  Club,  and  Tokyo,  which  had 
forgotten  them,  was  angrily  arraigned  for 
conspiring  to  bury  the  fossils  in  oblivion. 
Twelve  years  for  the  journey  of  one  ray 
of  news;  four  for  that  of  the  other.  Yet 
Yokohama  is  very  sensitive  to  one  kind 
of  light — light  of  the  ignis-fatuus  class. 
The  slightest  phosporescence  glimmering 
over  the  morass  of  Treaty  Revision  per- 
meates to  the  strained  retina  of  the  Settle- 
ment at  once.  A  conspicuous  example 
of  that  kind  occurred  in  1890,  when  the 
community  fell  into  a  state  of  perturbation, 
held  a  monster  meeting,  and  passed  all 
kinds  of  protesting  resolutions  on  the 
strength  of  a  will-o'-the-wisp  rumour  that 
unconditional  Revision  was  on  the  verge 
of  accomplishment.  Never  were  grave 
business  men  agitated  by  a  more  unsub- 
stantial chimera.  In  point  of  fact,  Treaty 
Revision  had  drifted,  for  the  time,  out  of 
the  field  of  practical  politics.  It  was 
momentarily  defunct,  and  against  its  wraith 
only  were  Yokohama's  forces  ranged.  But 
it  must  be  confessed  that  a  suspicion  has 
always  existed  as  to  the  genuineness  of 
that  bit  of  naivete  on  the  part  of  the  men 
who  promoted  the  agitation.  Possibly, 
when  they  conjured  up  the  ugly  phantom, 
they  well  understood  its  flimsy  character, 
and  counted  on  the  certain  credit  of  avert- 
ing a  peril  that  never  existed.  If  so,  it 
was  a  ruse  and  successful  device,  for  Yoko- 
hama still  gratefully  cherishes  the  belief 
that  by  a  vigorous  demonstration  on  that 
occasion  the  situation  was  saved,  where- 
as the  situation  never  was  in  any  real 
danger.  How  many  years  must  elapse 
before  the  rays  of  truth  from  Tokyo  dispel 
Yokohama's  darkness  as  to  the  delusion 
under  which  she  laboured  at  that  time? 
No  one  can  calculate.  There  are  no  data 
from  which  the  process  of  the  Settlement's 
recovery  from  error  might  be  estimated, 
for  there  are  no  instances  of  such  recovery. 
Besides,  the  phantasy  is  still  fostered  by 
those  whose  interest  suggests  its  preser- 
vation. How  well  these  agitators  have 
taken  the  measure  of  the  credulity  they 
play  upon  is  shown  by  their  latest  per- 
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foninance.  On  the  authority  of  a  vernacular 
•journal  notoriously  without  access  to  di- 
plomatic secrets,  they  informed  the  Settle- 
ment   that  Great  Britain  had    sold  her 
nationals  in  this  country  to  buy  Japan's 
goodwill,  and  that  the  ominous  bargain 
would  have  become  an  accomplished  fact 
had  not  Russia  barred  the  way — Russia, 
the  one  Power  that  never  asked  for  any 
conditions  in  connection  with  Treaty  Re- 
vision !    A  wilder  tale  was  never  circu- 
lated.   Yet  it  served  to  set  beating  again 
Yokohama's  somewhat  languid  pulses  of 
apprehension.    Further,  since    fossils  of 
ancient  faith  are  not  incongruous  amid 
the  decay  of  intelligent  scrutiny,  the  occa 
sion  was  naturally  taken  advantage  of  to 
circulate  the  hoary  fables  that  if  foreigners 
were  placed  under  Japanese  jurisdiction, 
"  police  censors  would  be  able  to  enter  a 
foreign  newspaper  office    and    send  the 
editor  and  publisher  to  jail  without  trial," 
and  "  foreign  women  would  be  mere  chat- 
tels who  could  be  divorced  by  a  notification 
to  the  Kencho  of  incompatibility  of  tem- 
per."   It  is  years  since  Japanese  police 
were  deprived  of  the  power  of  sending 
editors  and   publishers   to   prison  with- 
out trial,  and  at  no  time  in  the  history 
of  Japan  could  a  wife  be  divorced  by  the 
process  described.   But  these  antique  delu- 
sions serve  their  turn  as  well  as  anything 
else.     Since   the   press  law  was  altered 
in  1889,  there  probably  has  not  been  time 
for  the  fact  to  precolate  to  Yokohama, 
and    inasmuch   as  the  Japanese  law  of 
divorce  was  last  authoritatively  expound- 
ed in   1885,  Yokohama  agitators  cannot 
reasonably  be  expected  to  know  anything 
about  it  yet.    Hapless  agitators  !  Their 
metier  sometimes  grows  very  embarrassing 
to  themselves,  and  their  manner  of  per 
forming  it  very  comical  to  others.  Nothing 
could  be  quainter  than   their  occasional 
cries  for  light  where  the  darkness  has  no 
existence  outside  Yokohama  ;  their  queru 
lous  complaints  that  diplomatic  doings  are 
shrouded  in  secrecy,  and  that  they  them- 
selves are  never  taken  into  anybody's  con 
fideuce,  when,  in  the  first  place,  there  are 
no  diplomatic  doings  to  be  shrouded,  and 
in  the  second,  prudent  diplomatists  seldom 
make  confidants  of  men  whose  business 
in  life  is  to  perturb  the  public  mind  and  to 
set  up   the  friction  without  which  their 
own  raison  d'etre  would  disappear.   So  the 
phenomenon  goes  on.    Now,  startled  by 
feeble  flashes  of  superannuated  intelli- 
gence, the  makers  of  mischief  find  an  op- 
portunity to  "deliver  brawling  judgments ;" 
now,  awed  by  the  shadows  of  ignorance 
that  envelop  them,  they  cry  aloud  for  light 
that  their  own  perverse  proclivities  debar 
them  from  receiving.     So  long  as  they 
exist,  the  distance  between  Tokyo  and 
Yokohama  must  remain  immense. 


A  CTIONS  FOR  BR  KA  CH  OF  PROMISE. 


"Papa,  have  I  got  any   children  ?  "  asked  a 
little  seven  year-old  giil  of  her  father.      "  What 
makes  yon  ask  Mich  a  foolish  question,  Fanny  ? 
"  Becai^f  I  want  to  kn«W.  I  leait  in  the  B'ble  thr 

pther  day  about  '  children's  childien.'  " 


TWO  recent  cases  in  the  English  Cou-ts 
of  actions  for  Breach  of  Promise  of 
Marriage  have  served  the  Spectator  as  a  peg 
on  which  to  hang  a  very  amusing  article 
entitled  "  The  Law  and  Lovers'  Vows." 
One,  the  rather  disreputable  case  in  which 
our   old   friend,  the  Sultan   of  JOHORE, 
figured  prominently,  was  dismissed  on  a 
technicality,  the  SULTAN'S  plea  that,  as  an 
independent  Sovereign,  he  was  not  amen- 
able to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English 
Courts,  being  held  good,  and  the  precise 
merits  of  the  claim  brought  by  the  injured 
plaintiff  will  therefore  never  be  known  to 
the  public.    In  the  second  case,  an  elderly 
and  wealthy    widower,   carrying  on  the 
trades  of  an  auctioneer  and  public-house 
broker,  was  sued  by  a  lady,  young  enough 
to  be  his  daughter,  who  had  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  music-teacher  to  the  defendant's 
daughters,  as    old  as  herself.     In  this 
instance,    no  considerations  of  interna- 
tional comity,  no  deference  to  the  prero- 
gatives of  Sovereign  princes,  interfered  to 
prevent  the  injured  plaintiff  publicly  vin- 
dicating  her    rights    through    the  legal 
tribunals  of  her  country,  but  a  considerable 
conflict  of  evidence  rendered  the  task  of 
the  jury  no  light  one.    The  defendant  had, 
it  was  asserted,  proposed  marriage  to  the 
plaintiff,  been  accepted  by  her,  declared 
his  intention   to   marry  her,  kissed  her 
repeatedly,  sat  in   a  train  with  his  arm 
round  her  waist,  all  in  the  presence  of  her 
relatives  and  friends  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  answered  her  letters  through  the 
medium  of  his  clerk — not  a  very  lover-like 
proceeding — and  through  that  medium  in 
formed   her  that  he  had  never  made  an 
offer  of  marriage,  but  had  only  asked  how 
such    an    offer  would  be  received  sup- 
posing it    were    made.     An  unsympa 
thetic  jury  declined  to  endorse  this  view 
of  his  conduct,  and  awarded  the  plaintiff 
what  she  will  no  doubt  consider  a  very 
adequate  solatium  for  the  loss  of  her  elderly 
wooer. 

The  Spectator  suggests,  in  view  of  this 
case,  why  should  not  the  task  of  jurymen 
be  lightened,   and  the   world   be  spare 
from  what  is  the  painful  and  demoralising 
spectacle  of  the  modern  breach  of  promise 
case,  by  the  adoption  of  the  very  simple 
expedient  of  holding  no  promise  of  mar- 
riage valid  unless  it*  is  made  in  writing 
upon  properly  stamped  paper.    We  should 
be  inclined  to  sugggest  that  the  same  end 
might  be  attained  with  less  shock  to  the 
romance  of  courtship  and   marriage  by 
the  still  more  simple  expedient  of  adopt 
ing  a  uniform   and  inexpensive  pattern 
of  engagement  ring,  the  presentation  of 
which   should    be   considered   as  < 
tially  a  part   of  every   formal  engage 
ment  as   the   wedding    ring  now  is 
every  marriage.    The  giving  and  receiv 
ing  of  this  ring  might  be  considered  as 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  that  an 
engagement  to  marry  had  been  delibe- 


rately made   and    ratified,  and  then,  to 
continue  in  the  words  of  the  Spectator, 
there  would  be  no  need  in  breach  of  pro- 
mise cases  to  go  into  all  the  history  of  a 
doubtful  courtship,  or  to  consider  any  other 
factor  in  the  assessment  of  damages  than 
the  respective  incomes  of  the  contracting 
parties.    There  would  be  no  need  to  re- 
cite the  history  of  the  lovers'  wooing,  to 
tell  of  kisses  and  embraces,  to  read  old 
letters  couched  in  the  fond  and  foolish 
language  of  love,  to  lay  bare  for  the  whole 
world  to  gape  at  all  the  sad  wounds  that 
love  forsworn  has  inflicted.    There  would 
be  the  ring.    All  that  the  jury  would  have 
to  decide  would  be  whether  the  default- 
ng  lover  had  given  it  or  not  ;  and  if 
he  had  given  it,  what  compensation  was 
owing  to  the  woman  he  had  disappoint- 
d?    Even   the  most  modest  and  sensi- 
tive maiden  could  then  proceed  against 
her  lover  without  loss  of  pride  or  dignity. 
The  subject  of  the  total  abolition  of  actions 
of  this  nature  has  more  than  once  been 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
no  subject  is  or  has  been  more  frequently 
discussed  in  the  University  and  Law  stud- 
ents debating  societies.     Opinions  in  re- 
gard to  it  are  very  conflicting,  but  it  is 
admitted,  we  believe,   that  undignified,  or 
even  sordid,  as  such  cases  most  frequently 
are,  and  though  "  they  are  usually  brought 
by  those  who  least  deserve  the  benefit  of 
the  law's  intervention  and  who  are  most 
capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves,"  the 
langer  of  abolishing  this  form  of  action 
altogether  far  exceeds  the  possible  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained  thereby.    In  the 
meantime,  however,  a  "  simplification  of 
the  existing  law  and  a  more  efficacious 
protection  to  the  weaker  party  to  the  con- 
tract than  that  law  affords "  seem  very 
easy  of  attainment. 


THE  RACE  CLUB. 


I 


of 


T  has  come  to  be  almost  an  invariable 
rule  that  after  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Race  Club  discontented  members  ad- 
dress to  the  local  press  letters  airing  their 
grievances.  The  fact  is  regrettable,  and 
it  certainly  does  not  accord  with  the  spirit 
of  sport.  For  our  own  part,  we  are  most 
reluctant  to  place  the  correspondence  col- 
umns of  the  Japan  Mail  at  the  disposal 
of  these  writers,  but  we  cannot  well  refuse 
to  them  the  privilege  accorded  to  all  per- 
sons who  desire  to  ventilate  complaints 
which  they  believe  to  be  well-founded, 
and  who  formulate  their  complaints  in 
moderate  language.  Yet,  if  such  bicker- 
ing cannot  be  excluded  from  the  field 
of  sport,  where  may  we  expect  respite  from 
it?  The  case  which  appears  to  be  now 
causing  so  much  dissatisfaction  is,  in  our 
opinion,  particularly  petty.  A  Chinese 
collector  has  betrayed  the  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  his  default  is  likely  to  cost  the 
Club  a  few  hundred  dollars.  It  is  one  of 
those  incidents  from  which  the  best  manage- 
ment cannot  guarantee  immunity.  Yet 
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members  aire  Immediately  found  who  think 
tliai  the  Honorary  Treasurer  should  be 
held  responsible  for  the  loss,  and  ilie  affair 
is  speedily  enveloped  in  an  atmosphere 
of  discontent  and  recrimination.  The 
Honorary  Treasurer  is  a  member  who 
gives  his  services  for  nothing;  a  man 
who  performs  most  onerous  duties  from 
pure  love  of  sport  and  from  a  desire 
to  promote  the  community's  pastimes. 
He  happens  in  the  present  instance  to 
be  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Yoko- 
hama, a  prominent  figure  in  the  com- 
munity, and  one  whose  business  capacities 
render  it  certain,  a  priori,  that  no  careless- 
ness or  want  of  foresight  on  his  part  was 
responsible  for  the  trifling  loss  which  the 
Club  is  likely  to  suffer.  We  can  conceive 
nothing  more  ungracious  or  more  un- 
sportsmanlike than  the  notion  of  raising 
an  outcry  against  such  a  man  because  he 
had  the  ill-fortune  to  be  in  office  when  a 
dishonest  Chinaman  was  entrusted  with 
the  duty  of  collecting  the  members'  sub- 
scriptions. If  the  spirit  actuating  such 
expressions  of  discontent  were  suffered  to 
grow,  it  would  soon  become  impossible 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Race  Club 
on  lines  of  friendship  and  pleasure.  It 
seems  to  us  that  this  paltry  affair  of  a 
fraudulent  Chinese  collector,  by  which 
incomparably  the  greatest  sufferer  is 
the  Honorary  Treasurer  himself,  calls  for 
nothing  more  than  an  expression  of  sym- 
pathy with  that  gentleman  for  the  trouble 
and  worry  it  has  caused  him.  There  is  not 
even  occasion  to  express  confidence  that, 
although  no  longer  in  office,  he  will  use 
his  best  endeavours  to  reduce  to  a  mini- 
mum the  loss  falling  upon  the  Club. 
Comment  of  the  same  kind  may  be  fair- 
ly extended,  we  think,  to  the  criticisms 
elicited  about  the  second  question  brought 
forward  at  last  Tuesday's  meeting,  namely, 
the  expediency  of  renting,  on  behalf  of  the 
Club,  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  the  Race 
Course.  The  proposer  and  seconder  of  this 
project  were  men  who  have  been  associated 
with  the  Club  for  years,  and  whose  names 
appear  at  the  head  of  all  schemes  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  or  for  charitable 
purposes.  They  are  thoroughly  competent 
to  determine  whether  or  no  the  acquisition 
of  the  land  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
Club,  and  it  is  at  all  events  certain  that 
their  action  in  the  matter  is  not  prompted 
by  selfish  motives.  Yet  they,  too,  seem  to 
be  arraigned.  It  is  a  pity  that  people 
whose  proclivities  prompt  them  to  be  so 
captious  and  acrimonious  as  are  thecensors 
in  this  and  similar  cases,  cannot  persuade 
themselves  to  stand  aside  altogether,  and 
leave  the  management  of  sports  and  plea- 
sures to  folks  blessed  with  kindlier  and 
franker  dispositions. 


Eczema.— Book  on  "  SUhi  Trouble,"  sent 
free  foi  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


77V/L  ARDLAMONT  IMVSTICRY. 
 *-  

NEARLY  forty  years  have  now  elapsed 
since  all  Scotland,  and  indeed  the 
whole  United  Kingdom,,  was  thrown  into  a 
fever  of  excitement  over  the  trial  at  Edin- 
burgh*, for  the  alleged  murder  of  her  lover, 
of  a  very  young  lady  ol  remarkable  personal 
attractions,  a  member  of  a  family  occupy- 
ing a  leading  position  in  the  society  of  the 
Scotch  capital.  All  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  were  of  a  highly  romantic  nature. 
The  lover  was  a  Frenchman  of  humble 
station,  far  beneath  that  of  the  family  of 
the  accused.  The  acquaintance  between 
the  two  was  surreptitious,  the  fact  of  its 
existence  being  entirely  unknown  to  the 
accused's  relatives  or  friends.  It  had  existT 
ed  for  some  time,  had  developed  into  a 
passionate  love,  followed  by  a  long  con- 
tinued criminal  intimacy.  A  time  arrived, 
however,  when  the  lady's  hand  was  sought 
in  marriage  by  one  of  her  own  rank  in 
life,  a  suitor  who  was  favoured  by  her  re- 
latives and  was  acceptable  to  herself.  Even 
prior  to  this,  she  had  begun  to  weary  of 
her  secret  amour,  but  found  unfortunately 
that  she  had  involved  herself  in  the  meshes 
of  a  net  not  to  be  lightly  shaken  off.  Her 
lover  refused  to  be  discarded,  threatened 
a  disclosure  of  all  that  had  taken  place  be- 
tween them,  and  insisted  on  her  marry- 
ing, if  any  body,  himself.  One  morning  he 
was  found  dead  in  his  obscure  lodgings, 
having  been  on  the  previous  night  in  per- 
fect beallh,  and  a  very  slight  examination 
soon  brought  to  light  that  the  cause  of  his 
death  was  poisoning  by  arsenic.  Numbers 
of  letters,  of  the  most  compromising  na- 
ture, from  the  young  lady  were  found  in 
his  possession,  and  police  investigations 
quickly  wove  round  the  unhappy  girl  a 
web  of  evidence  that  seemed  to  establish 
her  guilt  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  for  her 
not  a  single  loophole  of  escape  from  an 
ignominious  death.  But,  at  her  trial,  she 
was  defended  by  the  late  Lord  Justice 
General  of  Scotland,  then  Dean  of  Faculty, 
who  in  her  defence  made  what  is  probably 
the  most  powerful  address  that  has  ever 
been  delivered  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  and  by 
his  irresistible  eloquence,  supported  solely 
by  the  youth  and  striking  beauty  of  his 
client,  wrung  from  a  reluctant  jury  the 
peculiar  Scotch  verdict  of  "  not  proven?' 
The  result  of  such  a  verdict  is  that  the  ac- 
cused is  discharged  from  custody ,  but  while 
that  of  "  not  guilty"  is,  as  in  the  English 
Courts  of  Justice,  an  absolute  bar  against 
any  future  proceedings  whatsoever  in  the 
same  cause  and  a  complete  vindication  of 
innocence,  "  not  proven"  leaves  open  the 
way  for  a  second  trial  should  fresh  evi- 
dence at  any  time  be  discovered,  and 
leaves  also  of  course  a  slur  upon  the 
character  of  the  accused.  Nothing  fur- 
ther was  ever  heard  of  or  done  in  this 
case,  and  it  was  entirely  forgotten  until, 
a  little  while  ago,  news  reached  London 
that  its  central  figure  had  lately  died  in 
Australia,     Almost   simultaneously  with 


the  arrival  of  this  news,  strange  to  say, 
the  Scotch  capital  was  once  more  ab- 
sorbed in  the  trial  of  a  murder  charge,  less 
romantic  perhaps  than  its  predecessor  of 
forty  years  ago,  but  no  less  exciting  in  its 
details,  similar  to  the  first  in  that  the 
evidence,  though  purely  circumstantial,  ap- 
peared, while  uncontradicted,  of  almost 
overwhelming  strength,  and  similar  to  it 
also  in  that  the  same  unsatisfactory  ver- 
dict of  "  not  proven  "  was  the  final  result. 
The  detailed  account  of  the  close  of  the 
trial  has  not  yet  reached  us,  but,  at  the 
date  of  our  latest  papers  from  England,  it 
had  already  arrived  at  its  eighth  day,  and 
the  end  came  two  days  later.  The  papers 
all  refer  to  the  case  as  "The  Ardlamont 
Mystery,"  and  the  absorbing  interest  with 
which  its  progress  was  followed  at  home 
is  fully  testified  by  the  copious  reports 
given  of  it  in  all  papers. 

The  accused  in  this  case  was  a  person 
named  ALFRED  JOHN  MONSON,  a  gentle- 
man by  birth  and  education,  in  dress  and 
manners  also  unmistakably  a  gentleman, 
who  appears  to  have  carried  on  the  occu- 
pation of  an  army  tutor.  A  year  or  so 
ago,  a  young  gentleman  named  CECIL 
HAMBOROUGH  was  committed  to  his 
charge  to  be  prepared  for  entry  into 
the  Guards.  The  latter  was  a  youth  of 
splendid  physique,  about  20  years  of  age, 
with  expectations  of  succeeding  in  due 
course  to  large  estates  and  considerable 
means.  In  the  meantime,  his  father  pos- 
sessed a  life  interest  in  both  estates  and 
money  ;  this  interest  had  been  mort- 
gaged ts  its  fullest  value,  and  both  father 
and  son  were  for  the  moment  in  pe- 
cuniary difficulties.  MONSON  also  was 
in  the  same  plight,  and  the  necessary 
means  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
son's  education  could  only  be  obtained 
through  the  medium  of  financial  agents — 
in  other  words  money-lenders — in  London. 
The  tutor  appears  to  have  obtained  great 
influence  over  his  pupil,  and  to  have  made 
his  companionship  and  residence  so  at- 
tractive to  him  that  both  were  preferred 
by  the  boy  to  those  of  his  own  father.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  two  remained  together 
until  last  summer,  when,  as  it  happened, 
a  very  beautifully  situated  property  on 
the  Loch  Fyne  side  of  the  Kylesof  Bute  in 
Argyleshire,  known  as  the  Ardlamont 
Estate,  came  into  the  market  for  sale.  It 
was  taken  by  MONSON  as  a  tenant,  with 
the  ultimate  intention  of  purchasing  it, 
apparently  with  money  belonging  to  his 
wife,  and  his  pupil  appears  to  have  been 
desirous  of  joining  him  in  the  purchase  and 
becoming  a  joint  owner  of  the  property 
with  him.  The  money  for  the  purpose  was 
to  have  been  found  for  him  also  by  Mrs. 
MONSON,  and  to  secure  her  against  loss 
large  insurances  were  actually  effected, 
and  much  larger  ones  attempted,  on  his 
life  in  her  favour.  The  purchase  was,  how- 
ever, never  completed,  nor  had  the  neces- 
saiy  money  been  found,  notwithstanding 
the  completion  of  the  insurance  in  Mrs. 
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MONSON'S  favour.  In  August  last,  the 
two— tutor  and  pupil— were  living  on  the 
estate,  and  there  was  with  them  for  a 
time  a  man  named  EDWARD  SCOTT,  who, 
though  only  a  working  mechanical  en- 
gineer and  evidently  a  person  of  very  in- 
ferior position,  lived  with  them  on  the 
footing  of  an  intimate  acquaintance.  This 
man  arrived  at  Ardlamont  on  the  8th  of 
August.  The  theory  of  the  prosecution 
appears  to  have  been  that  MONSON  had  by 
that  time  determined  to  murder  his  pupil 
in  order  to  obtain  without  cost  the  benefit 
of  the  insurance  of  his  life,  and  that  he  had 
brought  SCOTT  to  assist  him  in  carrying 
out  this  fell  purpose. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of 
August,  the  three  started  from  the  house 
for  the  purpose  of  rabbit  shooting  in  a 
neighbouring  covert.    In  one  part  of  the 
covert  was  a  stone  herb-covered  dyke, 
about  four  feet  high,  sloping  into  a  ditch 
lined  with  thick  moss  and  bracken.  After 
one  rabbit  had  been  shot,  the  deceased 
separated  from  his  companions,  and  short 
ly  after  he  had  done  so  a  second  shot  was 
heard  by  them.     Receiving  no  answer  to 
their  inquiry,  "  what  have  you  got,"  they 
proceeded  to  the  direction  from  which  the 
report  of  the  shot  had  come,  and  there 
found  young  HAMBOROUGH  lying  dead  in 
the  ditch  with  a  gaping  gun  shot  wound 
in  his  head,  two  or  three  inches  behind 
the  left  ear.    They  raised  the  body  to 
the  top  of  the  dyke  and  returned  to  the 
house  for  medical   assistance,  which  of 
course  was  of  no  avail.  This  was  the  story 
told  by  MONSON  and  SCOTT.    The  as- 
sumption was  that  the  ill-fated  youth  had 
accidentally  discharged  his  gun  while  trail- 
ing it  over  the  dyke,  himself  standing  at 
the  time  in  the  ditch,  and  falling  dead  into 
it.    There  are  no  coroner's  inquests  in 
Scotland,   and    this  story   was   at  first 
accepted  without  question,  and  the  affair 
appeared  to  be  nothing  but  an  accident  of 
a  not  uncommon  though  deplorable  nature. 
But  it  was  soon  known  that  active  in- 
quiries into  the  matter  were  being  made  by 
the  police.    The  body,  which  had  been  in- 
terred at  Ventnor  was.  exhumed,  and  no 
traces  of  singing,  such  as  might  be  ex- 
pected where  a  shot  had  been  fired  at  very 
close  range,  were  found  on  it;  the  pellets 
of  shot  were  not  scattered  ;  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  moss  and  bracken  in  the 
ditch  bore,  on  the  day  of  the  occurrence, 
none  of  the  marks  which  must  have  been 
made  by  a  heavy  body  falling  on  them  ; 
the  fact  of  the  large  life  insurance  came  to 
light;  and,  what  was  still  more  significant 
it  was  discovered  that,  on  the  previous 
night,  MONSON  and  HAMBOROUGH  had 
after   dinner    gone    out   in    the   bay  to 
fibh  from   a  small  boat,  and  that  while 
they    were    in    it,    the    boat  suddenly 


filled  and  sank.     MONSON  was  a  good 
swimmer  and  easily  reached  the  shore. 
HAMBOROUGH    could    not    swim    at  all 
and  with  difficulty  escaped  drowning  by 
clinging  to  a  rock.     It  was  found  that 
a  hole  had  been  deliberately  cut  in  the 
boat  by  some  person  unaccustomed  to 
carpentry  and  working  with  insufficient 
tools,   probably  a  pocket  knife,  and  the 
inference  was  that,  on   this  occasion,  a 
deliberate  attempt  had  been  made  to  drown 
the  deceased  by  swamping  the  boat.  The 
man  SCOTT  disappeared  from  Ardlamont 
on  the  day  following  the  alleged  accidental 
shooting,  and  has  never  since  been  heard 
of,  but  MoNSON  was  soon  arrested  and 
charged  both  with  the  attempted  murder 
by  drowning  and  the  actual  murder  by 
shooting,  and  his  trial  for  both  offences 
commenced  at  Edinburgh  on  the  12th  of 
December  last.     Over  one  hundred  wit- 
nesses were  examined  for  the  prosecution. 
Evidence  was  given  of  MONSON'S  pecu 
niary  straits,  of  successful  and  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  to  effect  large  insurances  on 
his    pupil's    life,    and  a    whole  host  of 
expert  witnesses — both  medical  and  sport 
j„g — were  called   to  show  that  while  by 
no  possibility  could  such  a  wound  as  that 
found  on  the  head  of  the  deceased  have 
been  caused  by  a  shot  fired  at  close  range, 
it  was  precisely  of  the  nature  that  might 
be  expected  if  the  firing  had  taken  place 
at  a  distance  of  some  ten  to  twelve  feet, 
and  the  theory  of  the  prosecution  was  that 
deceased,  while  standing  on  top  of  the 
dyke,  had  been  shot  by  the  accused  from 
behind  a  bush  at  that  distsnce  from  it  ; 
that  he  had  fallen  dead  on  top  of  the  dyke, 
and  that  his  body  had  never,  as  was  stated 
by  the   accused,   been    in  the  ditch  at 
all.    Some  very  ghastly  experiments  had 
been  made  by  the  medical  experts.  They 
tested  the  results  of  shots  fired  at  different 
ranges  on  dead  bodies  in  the  Edinburgh 
mortuary,  and  the  result  of  these  experi- 
ments had  been  to  establish  the  theory 
suggested  by  them.    Neither  the  whole 
of   the    evidence    for   the    defence  nor 
the  closing  speeches  of  the  counsel  on 
either  side   have  as    yet   come    to  us, 
but  at  the  date  of  the  last  available  re- 
ports, a  considerable  amount  of  medical 
evidence  strongly  conflicting  with  that 
adduced  for  the  prosecution  had  already 
been  submitted  for  the  defence.  What  ex- 
planation can  have  been  given  of  the  large 
insurances,  and  what  was  the  general  basis 
of  the  whole  defence,  we  as  yet  know 
not,  but  both  were  such  as  to  cause  a  not 
unfavourable  reception  to  be  given  by 
the  general  public  to  the  verdict,  arrived 
at  after  a  very  short  deliberation  by  the 
jury.     The  accused  MONSON  has  gone 
forth  to  the  world  once  more  a  free  though 
not  an  absolutely  untainted  man.    It  will 
be  interesting  to  all  to  learn  whether  any 
claim  will  now  be  made,  either  by  him  or 
by  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  on  the 


insurance  companies  by  whom  the  policies 
were  issued.  The  almost  equally  famous 
MAYBR1CK  case  was  followed  by  a  suc- 
cessful claim  on  insurance  companies,  and 
as  in  it  the  accused,  in  whose  favour  the 
policies  had  been  issued,  was  convicted,  it 
may  be  that  in  the  present,  where  no  felony 
has  been  established,  the  claim,  if  made, 
must  be  met. 


MONTHLY  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
RELIGIOUS  PRESS. 


The  periodicals  of  the  month  are  in  large 
measure  occupied  with  resume  and  speculation 
appropriate  to  the  New  Year.    The  Gokyo,  for 
ex  unple,  gives  an  excellent  synopsis  for  Meiji 
26th  of  notable  events  affecting  the  religious 
world  in  Japan,  as  follows : — In    January  the 
dominant  Christian  theme  was  experimental  re- 
ligion.   Christian   woik  was  characterized  by 
much  house  to  house  visiting  on  the  part  of 
preachers  and  evangelists.    February  is  to  be 
remembered  chiefly  by  the  Jijt  shtmpo's  dis- 
cussion of  a  proposition  to  release  Buddhist 
priests  from  army  service,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  magazine,  Bungakkai.  representing 
a  group  of  youthful  Christians  given  to  pessi- 
mistic views  ol  lite.   The  Kokumin  Christian,  in 
March  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  Japan 
there  are  still  two  important  institutions  to  which 
freedom  of  religious  belief  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
tended, namely,   Normal   Schools  and  Army 
Institutes.      The    memorahle    discussion  by 
Iuouye  Tetsujiro  on  the  conflict  between  Edu- 
cation and  Christianity  was  started  in  April.  In 
May,  Takahashi    Goro's    attack  on  Professor 
Inouye's  article  appeared.    Kutzumi  Noriiada 
published  his  book  on  the  Christian  "Conflict" 
in  this  month.    The  Japan  Evangelical  Alliance 
held  its  quadrennial  sessions  in  Nagoya.  The 
proposed  dance  by  members  of  the  Shtnshiu 
sect  in  the  Tsukiji  Hongwanji  wa>  prohibited. 
\  Kyoto  Shinshiu  Professor.  Tokunagasu,  pub- 
lished a  "  Philosophy  of  Religion  "  in  July.  In 
July  also  the  Shinshiu  priest  Terada  issued  a 
largely  circulated  volume  on  the  "  Standard  of 
Right    and    Wrong."     The    sessions    of  the 
Christian  Summer  School  at  Suma,  near  Kobe, 
took  place  also  in  this  month.     The  record  of 
August  includes  Mr.  Uchimura's  Kin  Anroku 
(Founding     of    Peace)  ;    Professor  Inouye's 
'•  Defence;"  an  article  entitled  "  Nichiren-shiu 
not  Buddhism  ;"  and  the  Mainichi  Shimbun's 
accusation  that  the  prevalent  attacks  on  Chris- 
tianity are  without  justification.    Rev.  Naomi 
Tamura's  much-discussed    "  Japanese  Bride  " 
appeared  in  this  month,  and  the  Tsukiji  Hon- 
gwanji was  burned.    A  "  Biography  of  Christ," 
by  Takegoshi  Yasaburo,  was  issued  in  Septem- 
ber. Rev.  N.  Tamura  felt  the  hand  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal discipline  laid  upon  him  in  this  month,  and 
the  cooperate  work  of  a  French  priest  and  the 
Japanese  Maeyada  Nagata,  on  Professor  Ino- 
uye's "Conflict,"  was  suppressed.     The  dis- 
graceful Sodo  sect  disturbance  was  a  prolific 
theme   during    October.     And    in  Novem- 
ber,   among   Christians,  many   public  meet- 
ings were  held  for  which  a  large  hearing  was 
secured.  During  the  year  the  special  interests  of 
education  were  affected  by  the  introduction  of  text 
books  on  Ethics,  which  the  Gokyo  characterizes 
as  treating  morality  too  much  from  a  negative 
basis,  and  as  being  excessive  even  to  fanaticism 
on  the  side  of  "  nationalism."    For  this  reason 
a  strong  demand  for  spiritual  education  was 
started.    The  temperance  movement  was  vigo- 
rously advanced  during  the  year.  Women's 
Temperance  Unions  havebeen  systematized.  In 
literature,  Christianity  has  taken  an  influential 
place.     History  and  biography  have  led  in 
the  books  published.    Fiction  has  been  much 
depressed.    An  old  form  of  Japanese  poetry, 
low  and  vulgar  in  tone,  the  Haikai,  has  had 
unfortunate  popularity.    Among  Buddhist  re- 
trospects deserving  notice  is  that  ot  the  Kokkyo. 
After  naming  the  most  prominent  articles  by 
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Buddhists  following  Professor  Inouyea  attack, 
the  writer  says,  when  we  look  back  upon  the 
conflict  we  cannot  but  regie!  that  moat  of  the 
assailants    of    Clu istiaiuiy  depended   for  the 

strength  of  their  assaults  upon  the  authority  of 

the  Imperial  Rescript,  the  prestige  of  the  Im- 
perial family,  State  interests,  Nationalism,  etc. 
But  few  of  them  discussed  the  question  with 
independent  reasonings  or  sought  to  weaken 
Christianity  by  attacking  its  essential  ideas.  The 
Kokkvo  sees  in  the  publication  of  Buddhism  to 
the  world  at  the  World's  Congress  in  Chicago, 
the  event  of  the  year  most  fraught  with  joy  and 
hope.  The  great  cause  of  Buddha,  however,  has 
10  remember  three  shameful  facts  as  part  of  the 
past  year,  the  disturbance  in  the  Sodo  sect  as 
symptomatic  of  the  decay  of  the  old  Buddhism, 
the  corruption  discovered  among  the  priests  of 
Onioji,  at  Omi,  and   the    immorality  of  the 
officers   of   Kiyomizuji    in  Kyoto.     Let  the 
new  year  show  us  better  guided  by  the  light 
of  the  sacred  Buddha.    The  Hansei  Zasshi 
reviews  last  year's  events   by   saying  that  the 
conflict  over  Professor  Inouye's  attack  made 
Christians   seriously   consider    their  position, 
and  gave  to  Buddhists   a    good  opportunity 
to  publish  their  principles.    In  the  World's 
Religious    Congress    it    sees    the    most  im- 
portant event  in  the  history  of  Buddhism,  an 
event  pregnant  with  great  possibilities  for  the 
faith  of  Sakya  Muni.     The  exceptional  evan- 
gelistic work  done  in  the  Hokkaido,  the  Kunle 
Islands,  Russia,  Korea,  and  China,  by  Buddhist 
delegates  is  to  be  gratefully  remembered,  and 
the  progress  of  the  fixed  foreign  missions  in 
Hawaii,  Korea,  Ogasawara-jima,  Thibet,  and 
India  is  not  to  be  forgotten.     The  Summer 
Schools  held   at  Kamakura,  Futami  ga-Ura, 
and  Kumamoto  are  noted  as  having  been  very 
successful.    Chaiity  work  has  been  advanced, 
as  in  hospital  building,  in  forming  an  associa- 
tion for  the  protection  of  released  criminals,  and 
in  the  institution  of  a  Buddhistic  insurance  com- 
pany. The  Hansei Kwai,  aBuddhist  temperance 
association,  numbers  now  16,464  members,  an 
increase  during  the  year  of  1,219.     This  so- 
ciety has  three  branch  offices,  which  have  sent 
out  to  different  countries  a  number  of  com- 
mittees; it  has  also  instituted  an  educational 
department  in  which  there  are  more  than  eighty 
students.  The  Daido  shimpo  has  some  counsels 
to  give  Buddhists  tor  the  New  Year,  which  are 
worth  noticing  as  signs  of  the  times.    The  great 
question  of  the  near  future  is  the  cultivation  of  the 
seed  sown  at  the  World's  Congress.  Buddhism 
should  be  propagated  in  the  Western  world. 
Next,  the  Sacred  Shrine  of  Shaka  in  India  should 
be  recovered.  But  50,000       are  needed  for  this 
purpose.    Only  want  of  faith  or  ignorance  will 
prevent  the  restoration.    Then  the  thirteen  Bud- 
dhist sects  of  Japan  should  unite  in  fixing 
some  principle  concerning  the  great  question  of 
Mixed  Residence.    Buddhist  priests  should  not 
lazily  shirk  this  question  on  the  pretence  that 
they   are   busy  with    supermundane  affairs. 
Since  they  live  in  this  land,  they  must  think 
out  this  land's  problems.    There  are  many  other 
matters  to  be  dealt  with  by  Buddhists  in  the 
near  future,  such  as  a  mission  to  Siberia,  con- 
tinuance of  the  Hawaiian  mission,  cooperation 
of  Japanese  and  Chinese  Buddhists,  translation 
of  the  Sacred  Books,  devising  measures  against 
Socialism,  arresting  the  tendency  to  a  wider 
separation  of  rich  and  poor,  &c.    How  many 
Budohists  will    interest  themselves    in  these 
questions,  asks  the  writer.    He  expects  most 
help  from  the  "Young  Men's  Buddhist  As- 
sociations ,;  but  these  seem  to  regard  Buddhism 
rather  as  a  philosophy  than  as  a  religion. 
Priests  and  students  appear  to  be  contented 
with  idle  discussions.    If  things  go  on  as  they 
are  now  going,  concludes  the  writer,  there  will 
soon  be  no  real  believing  Buddhists,  however 
much  societies  may  increase  in  the  name  of 
Buddha. 


just  as  il  was  imparted.    After  Meiji  23'd.  then 
relation  10  their  tcacheis  became  beitei  undei 
stood,  and  ihey  fell  free  to  discuss  Christian 
loctrines  for  themselves.     They  entered  an  eiM 
of  questioning.    About  two  years  ago  the  Itage 
of  conviction  was  reached.  We  can  and  should 
be    therefore  both    tolerant  and  enthusiastic. 
Thus  shall  we  secure  a  perfect  development  for 
our  faith.  Plans  for  the  New  Year,  though  ofl-n 
made,  and  made  in  vain,  are  not  useless.  We 
have  our  ideas  of  what  should  take  place  among 
Christians.    Individuals  should  feel  more  than 
they  do  their  personal  responsibility.    One  new 
convert  for  each  Christian  in  Japan  would,  in 
ten  years,  convert  the  whole  people.    The  past 
year  shows  very  few  converts  even   in  large 
churches.     Some  churches  have  even  decreased 
in  membership.    Again,  mission  activity  should 
be  increased.    An  itinerant  ministry  should  be 
encouraged,  one  minister  caring  for  several  sepa- 
rated churches.     These  two  things  should  be 
our  leading  purposes  for  the  new  year.  The 
Gokyo  has  a  word  to  say  on  how  missionary  woik 
should  be  conducted,  in  order    to  be  made 
successful.    It  cannot  be  pursued  as  a  method 
of  manufacture  from  a  pattern.    The  mission- 
ary's aim  should  be  to  communicate  himself  to 
the  people,  to  influence  men's  hearts,  to  im- 
press upon  them  the  image  of  God,  to  leave 
himself  in  men's  memories.    There  is  no  use 
increasing  churches  if  the  spirit  of  true  faith 
and  life  is  not  in  them.    The  same  journal 
deals  with  historical  criticism  of  the  Bible,  by 
declaring  that  if  one  has  not  first  Christian 
faith,  there  is  no  use  in  his  studying  the  sacred 
recordscritically.  This  much  of  narrow  minded- 
uess  is  needed.    The  primitive  believers  were 
narrow  minded,  and  thereby  had  the  convic- 
tion, devotion  and  courage   necessary  for  an 
attack  on  heathenism.  Biblical  Criticism  should 
really  be  nothing  but  an  endeavour  to  ascertain 
the  process  of  God's  revelation  through  human 
cooperation.    God  cannot  be  comprehended  by 
man.  Belief  lies  where  the  intellect  can  not  reach. 
Criticism  is  the  word  of  the  intellect  ;  religion  is 
the  product  of  faith.    The  I'  ukuin  Shimpo  finds 
in  a  firmer  belief  and  a  close  organization  the 
hope  for  future  dominance  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  Japan.  This  journal  also  commends 
interest  in  political,  as  well  as  in  social  and  in- 
dividual questions  to  Christians  as  part  of  the 
duty  of  believers.    A  writer  in  Gokyo  thinks 
that  the  Japanese  Churches  have  been  too  much 
inclined  to  self-preservation  and  tradition,  and 
that  the  New  Year  should  show  a  devoted,  out- 
going, progressive  lite.    The  hope  cherished 
lor  the  New  Year  is  that  spiritual  faith  shall 
giow  deeper  and  stronger  and  that  with  that 
power  the  sceptical  world  shall  be  conquered. 
The  Fukuin  no  Tsukai  is  rather  severe  in  its 
review    of  the  present  propagation  of  Chris- 
tianity.   Japan  is  yet  far  from  being  a  Christian 
nation.    Evangelists  in  their  zeal  for  politics 
and  through  their  hostility  to  Buddhism  ignore 
the   essential  Gospel.     Moreover,  philosophy 
which   perplexes  even  philosophers  can  not 
lake  the  place  of  the  pure  Gospel.    Like  Paul, 
John,  and  Peter,  Christians  in  Japan  should 
stand  before  man  and  God.  Thus,  some  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  Christian  press  at  the  coming 
of  the  New  Year. 

* 


respecting  and  sell-reliant  still  of  conrne,  but 
in  this  mood   national  vnlue  would  now  best  he 

reached  by  making  a  Japan  Dot  foi  Japan  only 
hut  for  llie  world.  The  grandeur  of  Fuji  moun- 
tain and  the  beauty  of  the  blum  blossom  are  110 
longer  types  of  national  excellence  ;  rather  the 
expanding  power  and  grace  of  things  which 
move    and  develop.     In    the    same  journal, 
independence   and  self-control  are  spoken  of 
as  llie  characteristics  to  be  aimed  at  by  Chris- 
nan  young  men   and  their  associations.  The 
writer  finds  much  fault  with  the  alms  giving 
and  leceiving  which  too  often  characterize  indi- 
viduals and  organizations.    Present  wide-spread 
charities  tend    to    promote  a   low,  dependent 
tone  of  character.    If  the  young  men's  associ- 
ations exist  mainly  thiough  contributions  from 
others,  the  result  will  be  the  death  of  the  manly 
spirit  of  their  members.    The  Greek  Church 
organ,  the  ^eikyo  Shimpo,  speaking  of  the  recent 
assaults  made  upon  Christianity  under  the  plea 
of  patriotism,  asks,  what  is  patriotism  ?  "Would 
it  be  really  destroyed  by  Christianity  or  mixed 
residence  ?    There  is  a  natural  patriotism  com- 
mon to  all  animals.    Aland,  becauseitis  a  native 
land,  is  loved.    A  Laplander,  even  in  Italy, 
longs  for  his  cheerless  northern  home.  Unless 
Christianity  first  destroys  natural  instincts,  it 
will  not  destroy  this  patriotism.    There  is  in  the 
next  place  a  love  of  parents,  of  instructors,  of 
friends,  which  may  be  called  moral  patriotism. 
Unless  Christianity  changes  fundamental  human 
affections  it  will  not  harm  this  form  of  pa- 
triotism.   Nor  will  political  patriotism,  which 
seeks  to  increase  the  general  welfare  of  the 
land,  be  destroyed  by  Christianity.    Some  forms 
of  patriotism  may  disappear.     In  the  great 
Japan  Revolution,  both  hostile  parties  were 
patriotic,  beyond  doubt.  Not  patriotism,  but  its 
forms  were  involved  in  that  struggle.  Through 
Christianity,  only  an  exalted  patriotism  surely 
will  follow.  The  Inochi  puts  little  faith  in  ordi- 
nary publicopinion.  Especially  in  religion  public 
opinion  should  have  no  power  whatever  to  control 
men.   Christians  should  rise  above  the  influence 
of  what  this,  that  man,  or  all  men  say,  and  be 
guided  solely  by  the  faith  which  gives  them  their 
name.    The  Inochi  discovers  a  notable  illustra- 
tion among  prominent  Buddhists  of  doctors  so 
disagreeing  that  it  is  proper  to  ask  who  shall 
decide.    Prof.  Inouye  had  opposed  Christianity 
because  it  has  a  universal  character,  and  is 
therefore   unfitted  to  the  peculiar  life  of  the 
Japanese   people.    But  Mr.  Ouchi  Seiran  de- 
clares Prof.  Inouye  wrong.    Christianity  is  not 
unfitted  to  Japan  because  of  its  universality.  It 
is  the  product  of  Jewish  nationalism.  There- 
fore, it  is  in  conflict  with  Japan  and  with  this 
country's  institutions.    The  true  universalism  is 
Buddhism.  In  China  there  arose  a  distinctively 
Chinese  Buddhism.  In  Japan  a  really  Japanese 
Buddhism  exists.    Christianity,  on  accoum  of 
its  nationalistic  narrowness,  has  no  place  in  this 
country. 


The  Christian  journals  offer  many  plans  for 
work  in  the  year  we  have  entered.  We  need 
not,  summarize  these  plans  at  length.  The 
Christokyo  Shimbun  says  that  until  about  four 
years  ago  Japanese  Christians  were  blind  fol- 
lowers of  their  teachers.    They  received  dogma 


Among  minor  articles  of  importance  for  the 
purposes  of  this  summary,  we  notice  first,  in  the 
Kirisutokyo  Semen,  the  organ  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  some  opinions  on 
the  "Promotion  of  National  Virtue"  worth 
attention.  Mr.  Mashino,  the  writer,  says  he  is 
not  hostile  to  the  principles  of  the  conservatists, 
but  he  would  go  a  step  farther  than  they 
go.  It  is  a  popular  notion  of  national  virtue 
that  it  should  show  itself  in  an  attempt  to 
maintain  an  isolated  dignity  for  the  country  ; 
that  a  Japan  of  and  for  Japan  should  be 
established.  Such  an  aim,  however,  Mr. 
Mashino  thinks  does  not  now  express  true 
national  virtue.  There  was  a  time  when  it  could 
be  commended  as  such.  There  was  a  time,  too, 
when  the  spirit  of  the  samurai  was  an  ideal 
manliness.  But  feudalism  has  disappeared,  and 
with  it  the  excellence  of  national  isolation  and 
the  value  of  the  samurai's  spirit.    Be  self- 


# 

*  « 

Among  the  articles  in  leading  Christian 
periodicals,  one  by  Mr.  Harada  in  the  Riktigo 
Zasshi,  on  the  "  Central  Question  in  Practical 
Morality,"  deserves  some  notice.  It  is  held  by 
certain  moralists,  he  says,  that  men  need  but 
to  know  the  perfect  moral  code  in  order  to 
become  gradually  more  and  more  conformed 
to  it.  These  thinkers  are  wrong.  A  stronger 
motive  than  knowledge  is  necessary.  What  is 
that  motive  ?  Many  attempts  have  been  made 
it  Japan  to  establish  such  a  supreme  mo- 
ive.  Religion  has  been  proposed.  Education 
under  some  accepted  system  of  ethics  has  been 
undertaken.  Social  sanction  and  power  of 
public  opinion  have  been  offered.  Appeals  to 
the  instinct  of  patriotism  and  to  loyalty  have 
been  proclaimed  as  sufficient.  But  these  mo- 
tives are  all  imperfect.  None  of  them  recognizes 
the  power  of  evil  in  the  human  soul.  Again, 
none  of  them  includes  in  its  scope  the  criminal 
classes.  A  criminal  is  under  the  social  ban. 
These  motives  will  not  affect  him.  Again,  these 
motives  do  not  lay  hold  of  the  conscience.  Out- 
ward reform  or  pressure  does  not  affect  the  soul 
so  as  to  make  a  man  love  good  and  detest  evil. 
Patriotism  controls  a  man  in  limes  of  great 
national  crises,  but  in  times  of  peace  it  is  a 
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feeble  force.  Under  Confucianism  nmcli  moral 
constraint  was  exercised,  but  Confucianism  was 
limited  to  the  higher  classes,  and  now  it  belongs 
to  the  past.  However,  even  under  that  code, 
the  great  motive  power  was  the  Chinese  Sage 
himself  as  an  ideal,  perfect  man — not  his  ethics 
as  such.  Mere  ethics  are  not  a  sufficient  motive 
force.  In  Christianity  such  power  exists 
God,  thought  of  as  a  God  of  Love,  is  such 
an  incentive.  "  The  pure  in  heart  shall 
see  God."  The  person  of  Christ  pioduces 
such  prime  motive.  This  personality  gives 
life  to  Christian  morality.  The  hope  for  ethics 
in  Japan  lies  in  bringing  human  conduct 
under  the  spiritual  force  of  Jesus  ;  not  in  the 
way  of  miracle,  but  simply  through  the  ordinary 
laws  governing  the  spiritual  life  of  man.  The 
Nation's  Friend,  the  Kokuminno  Tomo,  has  some 
interesting  reflections  on  "The  Present  Position 
of  Buddhism."  The  writer  notes  that  a  great 
change  has  come  over  the  mood  of  Buddhism.  It 
has  ceased  persecuting  Christianity.  Buddhists 
are  now  turningtheirattenlion  inward  upon  their 
own  affairs.  In  the  cessation  of  persecution 
of  the  Buddhist  sects  some  may  find  signs  of 
weakness,  but  the  writer  thinks  these  changes 
are  symptoms  of  progress  towards  Christianity. 
Recently  Christianity  has  been  much  affected 
by  Buddhism,  but  Buddhism  has  been  yet  more 
influenced  by  Christianity.  The  changes  in  both 
religions  will  not  stop  where  things  are.  The 
Bukkyo,  the  central  organ  of  the  Buddhist  world, 
acknowledges  the  growing  transformation.  It 
says  that  the  faith  has  had  a  dogmatic  age  in 
which  disciples  believed  Buddhism  to  be  the 
all  perfect  religion  ;  its  principles  literal  truth. 
But  now  it  is  becoming  evident  that  the  original 
faith  was  much  changed  in  its  development, 
and  that  in  its  growth,  so  much  having  been 
done  to  "  give  medicine  according  to  the  kind 
of  disease, ''somethings  thatconflict with  science, 
and  contradict  reason,  have  been  added  to  the 
ancient  doctrine.  In  all  probability,  therefore, 
it  is  passing  from  a  dogmatic  to  a  skeptical  era. 
Above  every  other  thing  the  doubt  that  Maha- 
yana  is  part  of  Buddha's  teachings  will  pro- 
bably give  rise  to  a  life  and  death  struggle. 
When  we  must  choose  finally  whether  to  con- 
tinue to  stand  by  it  or  give  it  up,  although  the 
Mahayana  is  not  essential  to  our  faith,  a  great 
revolution  is  sure  to  come.  Along  with  this 
question  myriad  difficulties,  cloud-like,  await 
us.  Our  sceptical  age  has  come.  But,  adds 
the  Rokumin  no  Tomo,  this  may  be  only  the 
beginning  of  the  time  when  a  free  Buddhism 
is  to  arise,  and  in  cooperation  with  Liberal 
Christianity,  lead  Buddhism  away  from  its 
dogmatism  and  self-conceit  towards  liberty  and 
progress. 

* 

*  * 

The  Liberal  Christian  press,  as  usual,  con- 
tains many  interesting  articles  on  theology, 
criticism,  and  history,  and  experimental  Chris- 
tianity. The  Shinri  has  a  valuable  summary  of 
the  various  interpretations  made  of  the  name 
••  Son  of  Man,"  in  the  New  Testament,  from  the 
writings  of  eminent  scholars,  by  Rev.  Maruyama, 
also  quite  a  full  description  by  Mr.  S.  Fujita 
of  the  manuscripts  of  the  New  Testament, 
chronologically  arranged  down  to  the  10th 
century.  The  Jivu  Kiristokyo  treats  editorially 
of  the  essence  of  Christianity,  and  finds  that 
essence  not  in  theology  but  in  the  life 
of  Christ.  Under  the  heading  "  Japanese  and 
Foreign  Christians,"  is  a  good  article  show- 
ing how  misunderstandings  on  both  sides 
have  disturbed  the  progress  of  Christianity 
in  Japan.  Foreign  missionary  associations  are 
advised,  in  view  of  these  misunderstandings,  to 
send  only  their  most  generous  and  able  men  to 
this  country.  Japanese  Christians  are  counselled 
to  suppress  their  fanatic  impulses,  and  not  to 
stir  up  strife  under  the  name  of  patriotism.  Re- 
ligion is  not  politics.  In  the  Shukyo  there  is  a 
noteworthy  array  of  important  articles  which 
do  not  give  themselves  to  brief  summarizing. 
Mr.  Tachibana's  reply  to  Mr.  Kimura's  essay 

on  "  Knowledge  and  Conduct  "  is  of  value. 
* 

The  Buddhist  magazines  are  numerous,  and 
some  of  them  very  interesting.  We  can  take 
but  little  from  them  this  mouth.  Especially 


worthy  of  attention,  however,  is  Mr.  Nakanishi 
Gyuro's  reflections  in  the  Kokkyo  upon  the  "  In- 
fluence of  the  World's  Religious  Congress." 
He  says: — The  object  of  either  Buddhism,  or 
Christianity  is  to  promote  the  brotherhood  of  men 
of  all  countries  and  of  the  world.  Yet  there  has 
been  nothing  so  instrumental  as  this  aim  in  break- 
ing national  peace  and  producing  bloody  strife. 
Far-sighted  men  from  ancient  times,  have 
longed  for  and  looked  for  the  day  when  all 
forms  of  religion  should  be  united  under  the 
name  Religion,  and  thus  bring  in  peace  for  all 
mankind.  This  longing  has  at  last  begun  its 
realization  in  the  World's  Congress  of  Religions. 
The  World's  Congress  was,  of  course,  the  tesult 
of  the  general  progress  of  mankind,  yet  there 
were  some  special  causes  leading  to  it.  Material 
progress  and  spiritual  need  had  much  to  do  with 
bringing  it  about.  The  direction  of  thought  has 
been  much  changed  by  the  material  evolution  of 
the  last  three  hundred  years.  Materialism,  taking 
shape  as  sensationalism,  the  evolution  theory, 
atheism,  &c,  has  weakened  confidence  in  in- 
tuitional truth,  religious  sentiment,  and  moral 
feeling.  Humanity  has  become  enslaved  to 
things  of  sense  and  to  money  ;  national  spirit 
and  social  order  are  endangered.  It  is  clear 
that  in  this  great  tendency  every  religion  has 
had  a  terrible  enemy.  They  therefore  have 
laid  aside  their  mutual  hostilities  and  faced 
a  common  foe.  Secondly,  the  increase  of 
free  thought  has  compelled  religions  believers 
to  see  that  all  religions  contain  more  or  less 
truth,  and  that  the  comparative  study  of  re- 
ligions should  be  advanced.  Hence  the  World's 
Congress  was  gathered.  The  results  of  the 
Congress  for  Buddhism  and  Christianity  have 
been  the  discovery  that  at  their  source  all  re- 
ligions are  one.  As  lar  as  Buddhism  is  con- 
cerned there  are  these  cheering  facts.  Hitherto, 
as  studied  in  the  West,  Buddhism  has  been 
much  distorted.  The  works  of  Oldenburg. 
Burnouf,  Max  Miiller,  and  Rhys  Davies  treat 
only  of  the  Hinayana,  or  Southern  Buddhism. 
But  in  the  Chicago  Conference  the  Mahayana, 
or  Northern  Buddhism,  was  first  explained  to  the 
world.  It  must  have  broken  down  many  pre- 
judices. The  people  of  the  West  learned  that 
Buddhism  is  not  necessarily  pessimism,  atheism, 
mere  philosophical  speculation  or  an  obstacle  to 
progress.  It  became  also  clear  there  that  Budd- 
hism may  contain  all  other  religions;  that  its  pro- 
found theories  do  not  conflict  with  science  and 
philosophy.  Yet,  while  at  Chicago  there  was  no 
fault  found  with  Buddhist  principles,  many  prac- 
tical defects  in  the  working  of  the  faith  were 
pointed  out.  This  may  be  because,  in  the  past, 
religious  influences  in  Japan,  in  China,  and  in 
other  Buddhist  countries  were  not  favourable. 
The  trouble  rests  with  faithless  priests,  not  with 
the  religion's  principles.  In  the  great  Congress 
there  was  sympathy  for  the  Eastern  religion,  and 
even  some  antagonism  to  Christianity.  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook  failed  in  his  attempted  opposition 
to  the  East.  This  failure  arose  from  the  fact 
that  the  audiences  werelargely  composed  of  free- 
minded  men,  and  that  Christians  made  assaults 
upon  the  Eastern  faiths.  Indeed,  Christianity 
gained  little  and  lost  much  in  the  World's  Con- 
gress. On  the  religious  world  generally  the 
effects  of  the  Congress  were  as  follows : — It 
manifested  the  power  of  religion  to  the  non- 
religious.  It  opened  ways  of  inter-communica- 
tion between  all  religions.  It  showed  to  the 
world,  much  religious  worth  hitherto  unknown 
in  civilized  lands.  It  was  instrumental  in  break 
ing  through  the  obstinate  isolation  of  sects.  It 
pointed  out  the  religious  tendency  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Century.  It  look  away  from  proud 
Christianity  its  religious  sovereignly,  compelling 
Christianity  to  share  this  sovereignty  with  others. 
It  laid  the  foundations  for  a  future  religious 
unity.  It  disclosed  the  fact  that  peace  and  pro- 
gress rest  with  religion.  It  gave  a  great  im- 
petus to  the  science  of  comparative  religion. 
* 

*  * 

The  Shinshiu  agents  at  Chicago  distributed, 
of  five  different  tracts  and  volumes  respecting 
their  faith,  over  thirty  thousand  volumes,  yet  in 
the  same  magazine,  the  Kokkyo,  only  a  few  para- 
graphs removed  is  an  article  entitled  the  "  Op- 
portune Cunning  and  Wicked  Measures  of  the 


Unitarian  Mission."  All  Christians  are  cun- 
ning and  wicked,  says  the  writer.  This  last 
summer  they  distributed  a  book  entitled 
"Friends  of  the  Bible"  to  many  thousand  Go- 
vernment officers,  thus  leading  them  to  learn 
some  superstition.  We  had  an  appendix  in  out- 
magazine  giving  the  names  of  4,200  priests 
who  contributed  money  to  send  our  delegate 
to  Chicago.  In  the  Unitarian  Mission  there 
are  some  traitor  Buddhists.  They  sent  Uni- 
tarian tracts  and  magazines  to  these  priests, 
thus  trying  to  disturb  their  faith.  Some  priests, 
detesting  these  Christian  books,  burn  them  ; 
some  blind  ones  are  being  injured  by  them 
without  knowing  their  danger.  In  the  Dento  the 
pages  are  almost  filled  with  New  Year  articles 
by  rather  immature  contributors.  Other  Bud- 
dhists journals,  such  as  Michi  no  Tomo 
(Follower  of  the  Way),  Nori  no  Kura  (Store- 
house of  the  Law),  Shimmei  (Guide  to  Public 
Opinion),  Hana  no  Sono  (Flower  Garden), 
Toku-fu  (The  Beneficent  Wind),  Nori  no 
Hanashi  (Talk  on  the  Law),  are  on  our  table, 
but  their  contents  are  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  summarize  now.  The  Bukkyo  con- 
tains a  suggestive  article  on  the  position  of 
Buddhism  in  Japanese  literature,  but  we  have 
space  to  say  of  it  only  that  after  lamenting  the 
low  state  of  literature  in  this  country,  the 
writer  calls  upon  Buddhist  priests  to  go  to  its 
help.  He  urges  them,  if  they  cannot  do  more, 
to  begin  at  least  worthy  compilations  of  the 
events  belonging  to  the  history  of  Buddhism. 
The  Kwatcho  speaks  of  the  Grounds  of  Belief, 
Authority,  and  Reason,  declaring  that  the  first  is 
not  necessarily  certain,  and  that  the  second  is 
not  necessarily  uncertain.  Each  principle  con- 
tains both  truth  and  error.  Buddhism  inclines 
more  towards  authority.  The  Daido  Shimpo 
is  in  an  extremely  unhappy  mood  over  the 
present  age.  Through  an  excess  of  scepticism 
and  critical  work,  men  have  become  self- 
conceited  and  self-sufficient.  They  slander 
Shaka,  abuse  Confucius,  and  have  lost 
the  old  spirit  of  hero-worship.  Such  are 
the  signs  of  human  depravity.  The  nation 
is  now  fickle  and  always  unreliable.  First, 
doubting  the  value  of  their  country's  institutions, 
the  people  turned  to  foreign  things  ;  then  doubt- 
ing foreign  things  they  returned  to  things  at 
home,  and  now  they  have  become  profoundly 
sceptical.  All  this  is  deeply  painful.  The 
Eta  Mission,  according  to  the  Hansei  Zasshi, 
is  flourishing.  The  Roman  Catholics,  said 
the  Inochi,  were  the  first  Christians  to  help  the 
Eta.  Now  much  is  being  done  by  the  Chris- 
tians. In  Kami-oka-cho,  Asakusa,  the  meet- 
ings begin  usually  at  ten  at  night  and  last  until 
after  midnight.  Many  curious  questions  are 
put  by  the  auditors,  and  skilled  missionaries  are 
often  puzzled  to  know  what  to  answer.  Converted 
Eta  are  deeply  in  earnest.  They  are  often  even 
excessive  in  their  zeal.  To  this  note  from  the 
Presbyterian  paper  the  Buddhist  writer  adds,  if 
we  should  cooperate  with  the  Christians  in  this 
work,  it  is  not  impossible  that  these  unfortunate 
people  be  gradually  elevated,  and  at  length  given 
the  equal  place  in  society  to  which  modern  law 
and  humanity  have  opened  the  way. 


THE  GRAND  HOI  EL,  LIMITED. 
 ♦  

The  ninth  semi-annual  meeting  of  shareholders 
in  the  Gi  and  Hotel,  Limited,  was  held  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  in  llie  Old  Dining-Hall  of  the  Hotel,  the 
Chairman  of  Direclois,  Mr.  J.  F.  Lowder,  presid- 
ing. Tliere  were  piesenl  Messrs.  Ja nies  Waller, 
J.  Wilkowski,  J.  RicUell,  R.  Howie,  and  J.  'I  ornoe 
(Secretary). 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  meeting  would 
take  the  report  and  accounts  as  read.  There  was 
ieally  no  comment  to  be  made  upon  them,  but  he 
would  lake  advantage  of  the  opportunity  presented 
lo  explain  one  item  in  regai  d  to  the  furniture  ac- 
count, which  might  peiliaps  have  arisen  in  their 
minds.  It  would  have  been  noticed  that  on  the  30th 
June  last,  ihe  value  of  llieir  furniture  was  put  down 
at  $56.759>  while  now  its  value  was  declared  at 
$56,966.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  had  written  off 
$4,500  from  this  account  dm  ing  the  past  half  year, 
lull  itui  iny  thai  sanif  lime  ihey  had  spent  $4,707 
upon  tie  w  fin  nil  in  e.  In  I  liis  $4,707,  two  llrw  Inl- 
haid  tables  weie  included  which  w<>uld  account  for 

$3,000,  and  the  rest  had  been  expended  fur  linen, 
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cuile.y,  etc.  Another  gratifying  feature  o(  tiia  ac- 
counts was  thai  value  <>f  ti.e  wiue-ilock  line)  been 
reduced  fiom  *8  510  t..  $6,741  during  lh«  interval. 
These  weie  «M  Hie  leinaiUs  lie  had  to  oft'ei . 

HALK-YBAKLY  RKPORT. 

Report  of  the  Directors,  to  be  submitted  at  the 
ninth  semi-annual  ordinary  gener  .1  meeting  of  share- 
holders, to  be  held  al  the  Grand  Hotel,  Yokohama, 
on  Tuesday,  the  30th  day  of  |aniiary.  1894. 

I  he  Profit  and  Loss  Account,  and  Si-lenient  of 
Assets  and  Liabilities  for  the  half  year  ended  the  31st 
December,  1^93,  accompany  'his  Report. 

The  net  profit  for  the  half  year,  including 
balance  brought  forward  from  the  30th  June, 
l8>3,  and  after  providing  for  general  ex- 
penses, Directors' and  Auditor's  fees,  interest, 
and  depreciation,  and  after  writing  off  bad 
debts,  amounts  to  

Which  it  is    proposed  to  apply  as  fol- 
lows : — 

In  payment  of  a  dividend  of  6  per  cent. 

for  the  half  year    $15,000 

Brlance  »o  new  Account   I  5  000 


$20,000 


"  No  "  lo  any  reaemmbha  reqiieftl,  and  once  having 
said  "  Yes"  he  could  always  lie  depended  upon  lo 
curl y  out  bis  promise  ihoioughly  and  well,  iln* 
is  vei  y  high  p'iasr,  indeed,    We  may   be  able 

lo  find   a  substitute  lo  lake   tin-  v.itant  place,  but 
we  shall  nevei  be  able  to  find  Joe's  equal. — (Ap 
pl.mse.) 

Mr.  Howie  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  lo  llie 

Directors -Hlld  Manage!  tin  their  sei  vices  dining 
ihe  past  half  year.  In  Mi.  Eppillgei  thry  had 
an    excellent  manager,  full    of  lact  and  COIM lesjf, 

while  lha  hiteiesta  of  ihe  shareholders  could  noi 

he  In  hetlfi  hands  than  in  those  ol  the  pieseoi 
B  'Hi  d  of  Do  ectOl  s. 

The  C  HAIRMAN  having  acknowledged  ihe  com- 
pliment 011  behalf  of  his  colleagues,  the  meeting 
dispei  sed. 
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$20  000 

The  reduction  of  Liabilities  by  payment  of '  000 
mortgage  debt,  has  necessitated  a  corresponding  de 
duclion  from  Assets.  Last  year  the  whole  sum  was 
wriitenoff  the  value  of  the  Klectric  Light  Plant.  This 
year  $4,500  havebeen  written  off  the  furniture  account ; 
and  the  Steam-launch  has  been  written  down  from 
$2,000  lo  $1 ,500. 

It  is  proposed  1  hat  the  dividend  shall  be  payable  on 
the  31st  day  of  January,  when  the  warrants  will  be 
issued. 

J.  F.  Lowdkh.-I 
James  Walter,  J 
Yokohama,  16th  January,  1894- 

THE  GRAND  HOTKL,  LIMITED. 
Statement  of  Assets  and  Liabilities  on  December  31st,  1893. 
Assets. 

Chartered  Bank  of  1.  A.  &  C 

Cash  in  hand    

Fire  Insurance  Policies  ... 

Ground   

Buildings   

Furniture   

Electric  Light  Plant   

Steam  launch 


VV  nes  in  stock  ... 
Provisions  in  stock 
Bills  receivable  ... 


Liabilities; 

Stock,  S.joo  Shares,  at  $ieo   

Mortgage  

Bills  payable  


f  15,665. tt 
447-58 
I.J79  93 
60,000.00 
I4Q,no'  08 
56,966.  4 

X3,O3O,O0 
I,?O;.0O 
6,741-04 
2.974  37 

5,400.66 


anil 
wa- 


»3>».57S-°o 

fa  50,000  00 
35,000,00 
7.S75  9* 


Balance,  Profit 


*a9».575  9* 

30,000. CO 


H3U.575.9J 


Profit  and  Loss  Account— December  31st,  1893. 
Dr. 

To  General  "xpenses   $i7.6a7-58 

To  Fire  Insur  nee    1,168.11 

To  Interest    '35-84 

To  I  Sectors'  and  Auditor's  Fees   90000 

To  Bad  Debts  written  off  ■_.  49-'<> 

To  Balance,  Gross  Profit  

Less  written  off  for 

Depreciation  of  Huildines  

Depreciation  of  Electric  light  plant., 

Depreciation  ofSteam  Launch  


tit, 845.65 

$  87487 
930.65 
40.13 

$  1.845 -65 


<21.845.65 


f4j.716.39 


•  Directors. 


Balance  available  for  Division  : 

I 'ividend  6°/0   $15,000.00 

Carried  forward  to  new  ac- 
count     5,000.00  $20,000,00 


Cr. 

By  Balance,  brought  forward  from  June  30th 

By  Working  Account  

B  y  Rent  Account.  

By  Share  Transfer  Fees   

By  Share  Warrant  Fees   

By  Sale  of  old  Material   


January  1st,  1894. 

By  Balance  

E.  &  O.  E. 
Yokohama,  December  31st,  1893. 

J.  F.  Lowdur,  I 
Jamus  Walter,/ 

I  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  and  compared  them 
with  vouchers  of  the  Company,  and  certify  them  to  be  correct. 

O.  Keil,  Auditor. 

Yokohama,  January  15th,  1894. 

Mr.  Witkowsk.1  moved,  and  Mr.  Walter 
seconded,  the  adoption  of  the  accounts. — -Canied. 

Mr.  Chairman — This,  gentlemen,  really  con 
eludes  the  business  of  the  meeting,  but  I  cannot 
allow  you  to  separate  without  giving  expression  t< 
the  feeling  entertained  by  every  person  connected 
with  this  hotel,  to  a  feeling  of  regret  which  is  enter 
tained  by  all  who  knew  him,  at  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  death  of  Joe.  Joe  had  another  name,  but 
to  us  he  was  known  as  Joe,  and  he  will  be  re- 
membered, not  only  by  us,  but  by  every  visitor  lo 
thishotel  for  many  years  past,  as  Joe.  Joe's  face  and 
figtne  weie  as  familiar  to  many  lesidenls  in  olhei 
pails  of  ihe  woild  as  they  weie  lo  us  in  Voko 
llama.    Joe  was  a  man  who  was  never  known  to  say 


'The  annual  geneial  meeting  of  supporters 
subscribers  ol  the  ViCloiia  Public  School 
held  in  Kiel's  Building  on  Monday  afternoon, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Lowdei,  in  ihe  chair.  There  weie 
piesent  Messis.  VV.  B.  Walie.,  A.J.  Wilkin  (horr. 
sec.),  P.  E.  J.  F.  Sione,  |.  Tn>up,  T.  R  .se,  M. 
Russell,  J.  MendeUon,  R  N.  St. John,  J.  Smedley, 
I.  Burning,  and  the  Rev.  E  S.  Booth. 

Al  the  lequest  of  the  CHAIRMAN,  the  Hon. 
Secretary  lead  the  minutes  ol  the  last  geneial 
meeting,  and  they  weie  continued  and  signed. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  then  read  the  following  : — 

SUVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

When  the  Committee  appeared  before  you  at  the  last  An 
nual  Meeting  they  had  to  announce  that  considerable  finan 
cial  help  was  needed  in  order  to  maintain  the  School  for 
the  ytar  then  just  commenced. 

The  manner  in  which  the  appeal  for  such  help  was  receiv 
and  responded  to,  both  at  the  Meeting,  and  subsequently 
by  the  <  ommunily  generally,  of  all  nationalities,  here  ami 
in  To'  yo  and  also  from  Kobe,  was  no  small  encouragement  as 
well  as  satisfaction  to  them,  and  they  wish  to  make  their 
hearty  acknowledgments  to  lesidents  for  their  generous  con 
tributions  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution,  and  to  those  gentle- 
men, especially  Mr.  de  Bunsen,  Rev  _E  S.  Booth.  Mess.s 
Sale  and  E.  |.  Moss,  who  took  pains  in  canvassing. 

Altogether  the  sum  of  $1  689  was  thus  received — as  per 
list  annexed.  Some  few  of  the  subsciiptiuns  therein  are 
annual- 

thus  piovided,  your  Committee  set  themselves  to  cairy 
ut  as  far  as  possible,  the  views  of  the  friends  of  the  School 
as  set  fo  th  at  the  last  Meeting. 

in  the  first  place,  they  oecided  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
■  eduction  in  the  fees;  and  accordingly  for  the  Midsummer 
tdm,  the  limit  was  extended  so  as  to  include  all  boys 
under  1/  years,  and  a  discount  of  20  and  30  per  cent,  re- 
spectively was  conceded  for  two  and  three  members  of  the 
sane  family 

It  may  be  assumed  that  these  reductions  had  something 
to  do  with  the  goodly  number  of  new  pupils  entered  in 
September  for  the  winter  term. 

Secondly  the  Committee  spent  about  S250  in  the  way  of 
repai  s.  painting  papering  paint-oiling  Ihe  floors,  opening 
new  windows,  ac.  all  which  has  con  uced  much  to  the 
improvement  in  appearance  and  con.foit  of  the  School 
Room  and  dormitories. 

Your  Committee  wish  that  they  cold  repoit  as  a  seque 
to  al  this  that  the  School  i>ad  attained  a  self-suppoitine 
footing: — unhappily  it  is  not  possible  to  say  that,  in  this 
respect,  there  is  any  mateiial  improvement. 

At  the  close  of  the  Easter  Term,  8  boys  left,  all  hut  one 
seniors,  for  offices  or  for  home  ;  and  the  Mi.tsummer  Term 
commenced  with  a  list  of  t,o.  When  the  School  ie-opened 
in  September,  it  was  with  12  new  boys  ;  an  encouraging 
feature;  but  as  9  former  pupils  left  (again  with  haidly  an 
exception  to  commence  office  work,  or  for  home)  the  total 
reached  only  \2.  the  current  term  commences  with  but  30 
Your  <  -ommittee  have  thus  been  compelled  to  a  considera 
tion  t  f  the  desirability  of  proceeding  on  another  basis  in 
ihe  conduct  o  the  School ;  a  point  which  was  indeed  mooted 
and  discussed  at  the  last  meeting  ,  -- viz  ,  that  of  working 
it  with  a  less  expen-ive  staff  after  close  of  this  leim. 

It  is  need  ess  t  •  say  that  your  commit  ee  gieady  regret 
to  have  to  recommend  such  a  course,  but  they  feel  forced 
to  conclude  that  it  is  desirable;  firstly,  nn  the  score  of 
adapting  the  expenditure  to  the  income;  and  secondly,  they 
beheve  that  a  thoroughly  good  liberal  education,  sufficient 
for  the  requirements  of  the  place  can  he  secured  with 
modified  staff,  and  at  an  expense  adjusted  to  the  probable 
income  of  the  School.  It  may  be  added,  ihat  obviously, 
should  the  School  hereafter  expand  again,  it  will  be  easy 
to  ieturn  to  a  more  extensive  staff. 

It  seems  evident  that  these  aie  but  these  alternatives 
either  to  adopt  some  such  programme,  or  to  undertake  to 
provide  this  year  f.  r  a  deficit  of  $1,300  or  more     In  any 
case  it  is  necessary  to  ask  for  a  small  amount  towards  the 
expenses  this  year,  say  $500  or  $600. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  turn  from  this  subject 
and  to  repoit  that  the  School,  it  is  helieved,  has  been 
doing  good  work  during  the  year,  under  the  good  care  of  th 
Master  and  Assistant  Master,  Mr.  Fardel  and  Mr.  Fenton 
To  see  boys  passing  on  from  the  School  to  take  their 
places  in  local  offices,  and  to  hear  good  accounts  of  the 
progress  of  those  who  have  gone  home,  is  cheering.  It 
is  also  a  matter  for  satisfaction  to  see  old  boys  taking 
good  part  in  local  athletics. 

A  series  of  Oral  Examinations  was  held  in  the  week  pre 
ceding  the  breaking-up,  and  a  successful  prize  day,  on  the 
14th  July,  concluded  the  year 

Mr.  de  Bunsen.  H.M.'s  Charge  d'Affaires.  kindly  pre 
sided  on  the  occasion,  and  the  boys  acquitted  themselves 
in  their  recitations  by  gene  a'  consent,  remarkably  well 

Mr    'ardel,  is.  at  his  own  request,  leaving  the  Scbiiol  at 
the  end  of  the  1  resent  teun,  and  the  >  ouiminee  desir 
place  on  record  their  sense  of  the  warm  iuUrest  he  has  ever 


taken  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  School,  and  his  un- 
wearying zeal  for  its  prngr6*l  and  pmspeiity  I  hey 
lake  the  opportunity  I  add  Ihat  in  these  icsprctk  he  hal 
alsn  lieen  uhly  seconded  by    If,  I  rut.  n. 

Ihe  1  OnilMttee  wish  10  make  special  ut" n  wledgm- nts 
lo  the  Rev  H  E  freexe,  for  having  continued  his  atten- 
dance thiee  mornings  in  the  week  togive  scripture  lessons 
It  is  also  their  ph-asant  duty  to  rcond  «  kindly  act  of 
one  of  their  1  Id  fiiends.  and  parent  of  former  pupl», — 
O  A  I'oole,  -  in  exhibiting  some  of  his  bromide  pic- 
tines  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  pii<e  fund  ;  ami  in  pre 
senting  the  gmss  proceeds,  $s?  50,  for  that  inn  pole. 

Japanese  class  was  an  . nijed  in  the  eai  iy  part  of  the 
yeai ,  but  the  numhc  of  buys  la  ing  lessons  in  it  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  make  it  remunerative. 

It  will  he  seen  by  the  annexed  ac  mints  Ihat  Ihe  year 
Commences  viitually  without  any  funds  in  hand. 

I  he  lease  of  the  premises  was  icnewed  on  1st  Sept.  last 
for  another  year,  on  same  teims  as  before. 

As  will  have  lie  n  seen  fmm  the  Advertisement  calling 
this  meeting,  notice  is  given  of  a  proposed  change  in  Art. 
IV  of  the  onsiitutinn. 

Now  that  the  original  fund  subscribed  for  the  purpose 
f  founding  the  School  as  a  Victoria  Jubilee  School,  has 
disappeared,  and  the  ch  .  I  has  had  to  sec><  support 
foi  its  maimenance  from  other  Nationalities  than  British, 
an  opinion  has  been  expressed  that  ihose  other  Nationalities 
have  a  light  to  expect  to  have  a  voice  in  the  management. 
Any  such  extension  would  seem  to  need  a  larger  number 
as  representatives  of  the  Community,  on  the  Committee. 

t  the  same  time  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  if  such  a 
change  he  adopted,  the  Institution  must  for  the  future  fore- 
go some  part  at  least  <>f  its  character  as  the  Jubilee  >>cliool  ; 
hut  it  is  hoped  that  its  monument  of  such  a  worthy  origin 
will  remain  in  the  well-equipped  life  of  many  a  youth 
among  the  160  or  170  who  have  in  former  days  passed 
though  it. 

Any  change  made  in  the  Constitution  must  be  confirmed 
by  an  adjourned  meeting  held  not  less  than  14  days  hence. 
W.  B  Walter,  *) 
P.  E  i'ked.  Stone, 

iJOHNSToNE. 
Eo.  Sale,  J 
A.  J  Wilkin,  Hon.  Secretary. 


Committee. 


The  Victoria  Public  school  in  Account  with 
the  Hon.  Treasurer. 

D'.— Jan.  1st,  1893. 

To  Balance  brought  forward    $  63.00 

To  ^alary  and  a  lowances  Head  Master,  12  months    ...  2,740.00 

To  Salary  Assistant  Master,  12  months    1,300  co 

To  Salary  Japanese  Master,  7  months    70.00 

To  Rent  for  la  months     840.00 

lo  Hongkong  Fire  Insurance,  $3,000   $'S-i3 

less  bonus  for  1891    3.40 

  I0.Q3 

To  Repairing,  painting,  and  papering    aos.75 

To  Openinn  3  new  windows  in  School-room   36  00 

To  Oiling  and  painting  floors  of  School  room    1300 

To  Prizes  for  Midsummer  per  E.  FhntKilby,  Esq.,  ^4.31  31. So 

To  Medical  attendance  for  year   7S-oo 

To  Cinders  for  playground    10.00 

To  Collecting  School  fees    30.00 

To  Ad' ertising  for  year   67.5° 

To  6  Maps    30.00 

To  Electric  Light  for  year    34.00 

To  Stationery,  printing,  and  sundries    *3-S° 

To  Kanagawa  Kencho  some  surveying  gear   5.50 

To  Balance  carried  forward   31.46 

th*9*-U 

Cr.— 1893. 

By  Fees  paid  for  Christmas  Term  1891   $  63.00 

By  Fees  35  b.iys,  Easter  Term    1,018.9$ 

By  Fees  30  boys,  Midsummer  Term  ,   817.00 

By  Fees  3a  boys,  (  hristmas  Term   85J.10 

By  Fees  |apanese  class  at  Si  per  month   39.00 

By  Interest  in  current  account,  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 

Bank    <3.oo 

By  Subscriptions  as  per  separate  list  $1,689.00,  less  col- 
lecting $7    1,683.0a 


$4,498.U 

E.  &  O.  E. 

A.  J.  Wilkin,  Hon,  Treasurer. 
Yokohama,  January  sstid,  1894. 
Examined  with  vouchers  and  found  correct 

J.  Rickbtt. 

B.  GlLLBTV. 

Vicioria  School. 
Prire  fund  in  account  with  Hon.  Treasurer. 
December  18th,  1893. 

By,  received  from  O.  A.  Poole,  Esq  $  57-5° 

A.  |.  Wilkin,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
Yokohama,  January  32nd,  1894. 

The  Chairman  said  the  report  just  read  by  their 
honorary  secretary  was  most  full  and  painstak- 
ing, and  left  little  if  anything  to  be  added. 
The  thanks  of  the  meeting  weie  due  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  clear  manner  in  which  they  had  put 
before  llieii)  (he  position  in  which  it  found  itself 
that  day.  Ai  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Victoi  ia  Public  School  its  promoters  hoped  that 
in  time  it  would  become  self-suppoi  ling.  The 
passage  of  lime,  however,  had  shown  vthat 
those  who  enleiiained  that  hope  weie  over- 
sanguine  in  theii  expecialions,  and  they  found  now 
that  it  was  impossible,  with  the  piesent  strength 
of  the  community,  for  the  School  to  be  self  sup- 
porting. That  ibis  was  so,  was,  in  no  wise  due  to 
any  failing  on  the  pait  of  the  past  Committees 
or  the  piesent  Committee,  or  of  any  of  the  able 
masters  whose  services  they  had  been  foi  lunate 
to  secuie.  If  haid  woilc,  eneigy,  ability,  and  per- 
severance bad  been  all  that  was  needed  in  the 
carrying  on  of  the  School,  then  the  hopes  of  its  pro- 
moters would  have  been  realised  and  fulfilled.  In 
the  Committee's  repoit  which  has  just  been  read, 
they  were  told  that  the  School  cannot  be  carried  on 
on  its  present  basis  unless  it  receives  very  material 
support  this  year,  and  the  sum  needed  was  placed 
at  about  $1,300.  If  that  sum  was  raised,  then  ihe 
School  would  continue  to  be  rauied  oil  as  befoie. 
Al  any  1  ate,  some  $500  01  $600  was  lequiied  lo 
cany  on  the  School  ibis  yeai,  and  thai  on  an 
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alleted  system.     It  was  willi  tegiel  lliat  ihe  Com- 
miitee  (cli  compelled  lo  recommend  llie  adoption 
of  this  diffetenl  basis  ill  llie  conduct  of  the  affahs 
of  llie  scliool.    But  lie  was  glad  to  see  lire  hope 
wliicli  the  Committee  expi  essed  in  the  futtn  e  of  the 
School   as  contained   in  those  recommendations. 
They  had  lecommended  such  a  course  because 
they  believed  it  to  be  desiiable,  firstly,  on  the  seine 
of  adapting  the  expenditure  lo  the  income,  and 
secondly,  they  believed  that  a  thoioughly  good 
liberal  education,  sufficient  for  the  requirements 
of  the  place,  can  be  seemed  with  a  modified  staff, 
and  at  an  expense  adjusted  lo  the  probable  income 
of  the  School.     That,  he  considered,  vei  y  1  easstu  • 
ing.    If  the  object  aimed  at  could  be  aitained, 
their  thanks  would  be  due  to  the  Committee  for 
pointing  out  the  way.   Befoie  considei  ing  w  hether 
it  would  be  possible  to  laise  the  larger  sum  or  lo 
adopt  the  modified  scheme,  the  Chaiiman  thought 
that  the  opinion  of  the  community  should  he  ob- 
tained through  the  Canvassing  Committee  He 
was  in  favour  of  leaving  the  basis  of  the  School's 
wotk  to  the  future,  at  least  for  the  present  yeai, 
and  to  make  it  dependant  upon  the  amount  of 
Couli  ibuiions  collected  from  the  community.  If 
only  §500  or  $600  we  1  e  collected  then  they  would 
be  compelled  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the 
Committee.    Therefore,  he  thought  that  llie  line 
of  conduct  to  be  pursued    could  be  veiy  well 
left  lo  the  Committee,  assisted  by  the  Canvassing 
Committee.     The  fiist  duty  of  the  meeting  then 
was  lo  leceiveaud  adopt  the  report  and  accounts, 
the  second    lo  discuss    the    advisability   of  the 
alteration  of  Article  IV.  of  the  Constitution,  so 
as  lo  allow    the    number   composing  the  com- 
mittee lo  be  increased  to  not  mote  than  seven, 
and  the  members  of  it  to  be  other  than  Bi  itish 
subjects.    If  the  proposed  change  did  not  find 
acceptance  at  that  meeting  the  proposal  would  fall 
thiough,   but  if  the  meeting  supported   the  pio- 
posal    and  it  was  canied,  then  it  would  require 
confirmation  at  an  adjoined  meeting  to  be  held 
fourteen  days  fiom  then.    And  if  at  that  adjourn- 
ed meeting  the  proposition  was  confiimed  then  it 
would  be  their  duty  to  eleel  a  committee  of  seven  at 
that  adjourned  meeting.     In  looking  over  the  list 
of  subset  ibers  which  was  befoie  the  meeting,  lie 
found  lhal  the  Committee  were  suppoited  by  sub 
sciiptions  fiom  ten  nationalities,  Japanese,  Ger- 
man,  Italian,  Chinese,  Fiench,  Austi  iatt,  Swiss, 
Belgian,  Ameiican,  and  Bi  itish.     It  was  always 
well  loteeollect  that  their  community  was  essen 
tially   cosmopolitan.     He  did  not  think  that  any 
nationality  in  the  community  was  strong  enough 
to  suppoi  t  alone  an  institution  of  this  kind.  He 
could   recollect   attempts  of  a  somewhat  similar 
kind  that  were  made  in  days  gone  by.    The  Eng- 
lish once  tried   lo  support  a  Club  all  by  them- 
selves, and  llie  Germans  also  made  a  like  attempt. 
Now  a  Club  to  some  men  was  almost  a  necessity, 
yet  both  were  without  success  until  they  decided 
upon  admitting  all  nationalities.   If  they  could  not 
cany  oul  such   things  as  social  clubs  alone,  he 
failed  lo  see  how  Englishmen  could  expect  10  carry 
on    by  themselves   such    an    institution    as  the 
Vietoiia  Public  School.     He  did  not  see  why  B>  i- 
lisheis  should  expect  to  be  able  to  do  it.     It  was 
a  very  ambitious  ptoject  from  the  very  beginning, 
but  it  was  one  thai  they  could  all  be  pioud  of.  He 
thought  that  there  still  lemained  a  future  befoie 
the  Scliool,  and  that  the  community  would  not 
desei  t  the  pioject  now  that  it  had  been  canied  so 
far.    With  those  few  remarks  he  piesented  there 
port  and  accounts  to  the  meeting. 

Mr.  St.  John  pioposed  and  Mr.  M.  Russell 
seconded  the  adoption  of  the  repm!  and  accounts. 
—Carried. 

The  Chairman — The  1  ecommendations  and 
suggestions  of  the  Committee,  as  contained  in 
their  lepoit,  ate  now  open  for  fuller  discussion, 
and  1  shall  be  pleased  lo  hear  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting  upon  lliem. 

Mr.  Bunting  wished  for  information  from  the 
Committees  as  to  their  intention  in  regard  to  re- 
ducing the  expenditure. 

Mr.  WlLKIN  said  thai  the  Committee  had  not 
formulated  any  definite  plan,  because,  in  the  fiist 
place,  it  was  not  in  their  ptovince  lo  do  so.  Mr. 
Fardel,  as  the  tepott  mentioned,  was  leaving 
them  at  the  end  of  the  term.  The  retiring  Com- 
mittee thought  that  Mi.  Fetiton,  who  had  done 
good  work  for  them,  would  be  able  to  cat  ty  on  the 
work  of  the  School  with  occasional  assistance  of 
gentlemen  fiom  Tokyo.  This  assistance  would 
not  be  forthcoming  evety  day,  but  it  would  be 
frequent.  Mr.  Fentoti  would  also  have  junior 
assistants  in  the  school.  The  Committee  who  were 
leaving  office  left  it  lo  their  successors  to  see  in 
what  way  the  reduced  slaff  would  best  be  able  lo 
carry  on  the  wotk  of  the  school.  He  thought 
that  llie  ariangement  would  wotk  efficiently  and 
satisfactorily.  Thirly  boys  was  noi  a  vet  y  laige 
class  10  manage,  if  llie  lads  we/ie  properly  graded. 

Mr.  Rose  enquired  how  it  was  that  a  school  of 


30  pupils  canied  on  ptivately  by  a  lady  could  be 
made  to  pay,  while  the  Vietoiia  Public  School  had 
spent  something  like  $IO, OOO  since  its  com meiice- 
menl  ami  had  nothing  to  show  for  it? 

The  Chairman — I  think  the  school  you  mean 
is  for  vei  y  small  boys,  is  il  not  ? 

Mr.  Bunting  took  exception  to  that.  The 
hoys  wei  e  as  laige  as  those  al  the  Vietoiia  Scliool. 
The  Chairman — I  only  put  it  as  a  suggestion. 
Mr.  BUNTING  thought  the  reason  why  success 
had  not  attended  the  Vietoiia  Public  Scliool  was 
by  reason  of  the  number  of  schools  existing  in 
Yokohama.  Could  not  something  be  done  whei  eby 
ihe  vai  ions  schools  could  be  administei  ed  in  one 
building?  There  weie  some  thirty  boys  atone 
end  of  the  Bluff,  some  lliiity  more  at  the  other 
end,  and  another  thiily  a  little  distance  away. 
Without  going  lo  Tokyo,  he  found  the  education 
given  by  Mis.  Sin  ed  ley  an  el  M  iss  A  ebei  sold  vastly 
supei  ior  lo  that  given  at  the  Victoi  ia  School. 

Mr.  VV.  B.  Walter  said  that  Mr.  Bunting  had 
ceitainly  pointed  out  one  of  the  reasons  foi  theii 
waul  of  success,  when  he  mentioned  the  multipli- 
city of  schools  in  Yokohama  anil  Tokyo.  When 
llie  Victoria  School  was  stalled  theie  was  no 
school  other  than  those  where  juniors  could  go  to. 
A  few  years  ago,  however,  a  vei  y  lai  ge  and  in 
fiueiitial  school,  the  Ecole  du  Matin  was  started  in 
Tokyo,  and  it  look  away  a  considei  able  number  of 
lads,  as  all  well  knew.  In  regai  d  lo  Mi.  Rose's 
remaikas  lo  the  $10,000,  he  would  mei  el y  men- 
tion that  the  original  Jubilee  subscription  was 
about  $6,000,  so  lhat  wilh  ihe  sum  collected 
last  yeai  the  exact  sum  amounted  lo  a  little  ovei 
$7,000 — (Mr.  Rose — I  was  under  a  slight  mis- 
appi  ehension)  —  which  has  been  spreael  over  a 
number  of  years.  About  $1,000  of  il  lias  been 
spent  on  the  building  and  vai  ions  repairs.  He 
did  not  think  lhat  the  demand  upon  the  com- 
munity had  ther ef 01  e  been  vei  y  great,  considei  ing 
the  amount  of  educational  wot  k  that  had  been 
done.  The  question  now  was,  shall  the  School  be 
carried  on,  01  shall  il  be  closed.  The  School  was 
ceitainly  not  so  much  a  necessity  in  Yokohama  as 
when  it  was  fiist  started,  by  reason  of  the  many 
schools  now  in  'Tokyo  and  Yokohama.  It  was  a 
question  for  the  community  to  decide,  however. 
If  the  community  thinks  lhat  the  School  should 
be  closed  then  let  il  express  that  desire.  On 
ihe  other  hand,  if  it  is  desiied  to  have  the  School 
canied  oil,  then  it  must  come  forward  with  sub 
sciiplions  towards  its  suppoi  t.  If  that  should 
be  the  geneial  desire,  then  the  community  must 
say  how  ihev  wish  the  School  be  can  ied  on,  eithei 
on  the  old  system  with  the  full  staff  of  masters,  oi 
on  the  reduced  basis  of  one  mastei  who  will  cany 
on  llie  School  with  the  assistance  of  those  gentle 
men  who  had  so  kindly  offered  their  set  vices  in 
suppoi  t  of  the  School. 

Mr,  Rose  said  that  if  it  were  possible  to  reduce 
the  expenses,  as  had  been  suggested,  he  did  uol 
see  why  ihe  School  could  not  be  maintained  and 
cai  ried  on. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth  deprecated  any  attempt 
at  1  educing  the  curriculum  of  the  Victoria  Public 
School  lo  that  of  a  Pi  imai  y  School.  He  thought 
the  suggestion  of  throwing  the  School  open  to  all 
nationalities  would  induce  a  laiger  number  in  the 
community  lo  patronise  the  institution.  The 
Vietoiia  Public  School  was  a  higher  giade 
school,  and  there  was  no  other  school,  so  far  as  he 
could  learn,  of  the  same  high  class  in  their  com- 
munity. Il  had  not  been  well  pationised  of  late, 
he  knew,  many  boys  being  sent  either  to  Tokyo  or 
else  stiaight  home,  but  he  thought  ibis  should  not 
induce  themloieduce  their  staff.  They  weie  at 
piesent  doing  higher  grade  woi  k  than  p/ivale 
schools  could,  and  it  seemed  lo  him  that  if  the 
School  were  to  become  a  bona  fide  cosmopolitan 
Scliool  it  would  tin  11  out  a  success,  and  the  private 
schools  would  find  in  il  a  serious  competitor.  Theie 
had  been  a  feeling  in  ihe  community  that  llie  School 
was  maintained  by  one  element,  but  this  would 
liouble  them  no  longer  when  once  il  was  placed 
011  a  cosmopolitan  basis.  It  seemed  lo  him  (the 
speakei)  thai  the  community  would  cany  on  ihe 
School,  because  they  realised  that  such  a  high  grade 
School  was  an  institution  most  deniable  lo  possess. 

Mi .  RUSSKLL — I  think  theSchool  has  had  boys  of 
all  nationalities,  Chinese,  Japanese,  Ainei  ican,  etc. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth — Oh,  yes,  I  am  aware 
of  lhat,  I  was  only  pointing  out  that  the  feeling  in 
the  community  was  that  the  institution  was  a 
Bi  itish  School— the  Victoi  ia  Jubilee  School — and 
the  other  nationalities  felt  embai  t  assed  and  timid 
about  saying  or  doing  anything  for  the  School. 
I  made  no  refeience  to  any  nationality  being 
denied  if  it  applied. 

Mr.  James  Troup  said  it  was  invidious  to  make 
Comparisons  between  the  Victoria  Public  School 
and  other  schools  in  the  place.  The  same  ques 
lion  had  been  bi  oached  at  Ihe  last  annual  meet- 
ing. He  had  had  the  pi  ivilege  of  attending 
privately  iheexaminaiions  of  the  schools  mentioned 


by  pievious  speakeis.  In  regaid  to  one  he  might 
say  that  it  was  established  as  a  gills'  school. 
With  1  egai  d  lo  both  he  had  nothing  but  favour- 
able comment  to  pass  Upon  the  education  given. 
But  in  regard  to  the  lads  attending,  he  must 
say  lhat  I  hey  wei  e  of  younger  age  than  the  boys  of 
Vietoiia  Public  Scliool.  Boys  of  the  age  of  theii 
Vietoiia  School  boys  would  be  exliemely  difficult 

10  inan.  ge  in  a  lady's  school.  In  lefeience  lo 
the  financial  position  of  the  Vietoiia  School, 
the  speaker  said  that  it  had  been  noted  at 
the  last  meeting  by  their  present  Chairman  that 
there  was  a  possibility,  nay  an  almost  settled 
probability  of  a  position  like  the  piesent  having 
to  be  faced  at  llie  end  of  the  year.  Now  ihe 
proposition  befoie  them  was  thai  the  School 
should  be  put  upon  a  bioadei  basis.  He  thought 
thai  this  was  only  a  natmal  outcome  of  what  had 
gone  befoie.  The  School  had  been  fiom  the  com- 
mencement open  1  o boys  of  all  nationalities.  When 

11  came  to  lie  a  question  of  finding  additional  sup- 
poi t  for  Ihe  School,  after  the  01  iginal  sum  had  been 
all  used-up,  ihe  Committee  had  had  no  hesitation 
in  appealing  to  other  nationalities  foi  suppoi  t. 
Then  why  should  not  other  nationalities  have  a 
voice  in  its  management  ?  To  liiiu,  it  seemed  only 
naluial  lhal  ihey  should.  He  could  see  no  objec- 
tion. The  scliool  was  a  monument  of  Hei  Majesty's 
Jubilee,  and  as  such  was  founded.  If  it  continued 
lo  be  canied  on  by  the  whole  community  the 
reason  for  its  founding  would  still  1  emaiu.  'The 
memoiial  of  its  wotk,  a  vei  y  woithy  one — (hear, 
heai,) — still  remained  in  its  list  of  students  who 
had  passed  ihiough  its  course  of  study.  Il  was 
only  naluial  than  ihe  management  of  the  School 
should  be  opened  lo  other  nationalities  in  a 
cosmopolitan  community  such  as  Yokohama  was. 
He  thought  lhat  ihey  would  meet  on  this  occasion 
with  just  such  a  response  as  was  accoided  them 
last  year.  The  question  of  reducing  the  slaff  and 
expenditure  were  mailers  of  detail  that  could  not  be 
discussed  at  an  open  meeting,  but  should  be  left  to 
the  incoming  Committee,  who  would  be  able  to  see 
what  could  be  done  in  the  inteiests  of  economy 
while  guaianteeing  lhat  the  standard  of  education 
should  not  be  itnpaiied.  'They  had  an  excellent 
master  in  Mr.  Fenton,  a  man  who  had  a  love 
for  his  profession,  and  was  devoted  to  the  best 
inteiests  of  the  boys.  He  thought  that  thei  e  was 
little  chance  of  theie  being  less  demand  for  educa- 
tional facilities  in  Yokohama  than  now.  Every- 
one fell  the  effect  of  the  dollar  being  woith  so 
little.  This  would,  he  thought,  be  sufficient  in  itself 
lo  effect  the  keeping  of  boys  here.  Parents  would 
considei  long  now  ere  sending  their  boys  home 
lo  receive  their  education.  He  failed  to  see  also, 
how  any  pi  ivate  school  in  Yokohama  could  take  the 
place  of  the  Vietoiia  Public  School. — (Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  B.  Walter  said  the  meeting  was 
obliged  to  llie  last  speaker  for  clearing  up  the 
point  of  comparison  of  age  between  the  students 
of  the  efiffeient  schools  in  the  place.  One 
of  the  drawbacks  which  they  had  lo  contend 
with  was  ihe  giealer  age  of  the  boys  of  llie 
Victoria  School — they  so  rapidly  passeel  on  into 
employment  here,  or  to  College  in  Europe  or 
Aineiica.  The  boys  were  all  older  who  attended 
the  Victoria  School  than  those  at  the  ladies' 
schools.  If  the  Vicloria  School  was  closed,  these 
younger  lads  as  they  giew  up  would  have  lo  look 
ai.ound  for  oilier  means  of  education,  and  ihey 
would  find  it  a  difficult  mailer  to  obtain  it  ill 
Yokohama  without  the  Vietoiia  Public  School. 
Theii  only  altei  natives  would  be  Tokyo  01  Europe. 

'The  Chairman — Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Bunting, 
fiom  the  remarks  lhat  have  fallen  fiom  the  Rev. 
E.  S.  Booth  and  Mr.  'Troup,  will  find  a  vindica- 
I ton  of  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  Vicloria 
Scliool.  The  best  plan  now  lo  pursue  was  to 
eleel  the  old  canvassing  committee  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of  the  community. 

'Ihe  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth,  as  an  old  membei  of  the 
Canvassing  Committee,  urged  llie  advisability  of 
letaining  the  sei  vices  of  Mr.  Fardel.  He  was  a 
man  of  exceptional  culture,  wide  education,  and 
knowledge  of  languages.  In  his.opinion  the  scliool 
could  not  do  without  Mr.  Fat  del. 

The  Chairman — I  gather  fiom  the  repoitlbat 
Mr.  Fardel  is  leaving  at  his  own  request. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth  thought  that  tequest  was 
formulated  through  the  uuceitain  piospecls  of  the 
Scliool.  A  man  of  Mr.  Fardel's  parts  and  position 
could  not  afford  to  go  on  at  such  an  indefinite 
tentu  e.  He  thought  thai  with  a  little  inducement, 
Mr.  Fardel  could  be  prevailed  on  to  remain. 

Mr.  Bunting  enquired  whether  the  meeting 
was  of  opinion  thai  the  School  Committee  should 
be  enlarged,  so  as  to  represent  the  whole  of  ihe 
cosmopolil an  community.  If  so,  why  could  not  this 
beanauged  before  subscriptions  wet e  canvassed. 

The  Chairman  thought  this  a  good  suggestion. 
It  would  make  tlie  canvass  all  the  mm  e  successful . 
Mr.  W.  B.  WaltiSR  said  it  would  simplify 
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mallets  at  the  adjourned  meeting  d  tii.it  cotiitte 

wet  e  pin  sued. 

Mi.  Wll.KIN  then  moved  the  a  in  ei  1  it  men  t  to 
Annie  IV.,  which    ran; — "  Thai   the  niHiiHgt 

men!  ol  the  School  -.  1 1 1 1  lie  vested  ill  a  Cotnniiltee 

composed  of  not  less  ill. 111  5  and  not  loot e  thai 
7  peisous,  and  at  all  meetings  3  shall  foim  a 
quorum."  The  alteration  consists  of  the  excision 
ofthewoid  "  British  subjects  "  horn  the  Article, 
ami  the  enlarging  of  the  Committee  to  seven. 

Mi .  Stonk  seconded,  and  the  proposition  was 
cai  1  ied  unanimously. 

Hie  Chairman  said  the  resolution  would  requii 
COntii  ination  al  an  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held 
within  14  days  of  the  piesent  meeting. 

Mr.  1  ROUP  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjoin  ned 
till  that  day  foi  tnight,  at  the  same  hour  nod  place 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  BOOTH  seconded. — Can  ied. 

The  last  speaker  thought  that  a  piovisional 
Committee  tnight  very  profitably  nominate  the 
Committee  befoie  the  next  meeting. 

Mi.  Troup  said  thai  lire  usual  piactise  was  to 
ballot  for  the  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  sub 
sci  ibers. 

The  Chairman — Yes,  pei  haps  some  subso  ibei  s 
might  lesent  any  othei  course. 

The  meeting  was  then  formally  adjourned  for  a 
foi  tnight. 


YOKOHAMA  AMATEUR  A OWING 
CLUB. 


The  twenty  second  annual  general  meeting  of 
members  of  the  Yokohama  Amateur  Rowing  Club, 
was  held  in  Kiel's  Building  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
the  Captain,  Mr.  J.  Rickett,  in  the  Chair.  There 
weie  also  pi  esent  Messis.  C.  K.  Marshall  Mai  tin, 
H.  V.  Henson,  E.  O  Kenyon,  E.  T.  Nicholas 
(hon.  sec),  W.  W.  Campbell,    P.  E.    F.  Stone, 

A.  Rogeis,  \.  Bouffier,  H.  S.  Goddaid,  W. 
Tticker,    F.  Abbey,  A.  Caheldu,    K.  King. ion,  J. 

B.  Coillson,  W.  Caheldu,  L  Salabelle,  J.  Giblis, 
P.  E.  Webb,  T.  Biown,  W.  Jackson,  J.  Eyton, 
J.  Caist,  G.  Schellenbei  g,  F.  J.  Hall,  A.  Loineiro, 
J.  Schmidt,  G.  Hood,  H.  E.  Adams,  E.  Mendelson, 
H.  C.  Litchfield,  A.  B.  Smith,  H.  R.  Mai.,  S.  E. 
Unite,  D.  McNeill,  F.  E.  White,  G.  Baiton,  1. 
Libeaud,  J.  F  Lias,  H.  Driimmond,  the  Rev.  E. 
Fieese,  and  many  others,  some  forty  membeis  in 
all. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  in  calling  the  meeting  to  order, 
expiessed  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  piesideat 
such  a  large  meeting,  a  thing  a  very  rare  in 
Yokohama. — (Heat ,  heai  .)  To  save  time  he  would 
be  pleased  if  some  gentlemen  would  propose  that 
the  minutes  of  the  last  general  meeting  be  taken 
as  1 ead. 

Mr.  Kenyon  proposed,  and  Mr.  Salabelle 
seconded,  a  pi  oposal  that  the  minutes  be  taken  as 
read . — Can  ied. 

The  Chairman  in   placing  the  Committee's 
repoi  t  and  accounts  before  the  meeting  said  that 
no  comment  was  necessaiy,  as  they  weis  so  satis 
factoiy  and  showed  the  Club  to  be  in  such  a  floin 
ishing  condition. 

Mi .  HenSON  moved,  and  Mr.  KenYON  seconded 
the  adoption  of  the  1  epoi  t  and  accounts. 

The  Chairman  said  members  would  observe 
that  notwithstanding  the  heavy  expenditure  in 
expenses,  new  oais,  and  boats,  the  Club  was  able 
to  cai  1  y  forward  a  vei  y  large  balance. — (Applause.) 

The  following  repoi  t  and  accounts  were  then 
adopted. 

REPORT. 

Your  Committee's  Annual  Report,  and  Treasurer's 
Statement  of  Accounts  for  1893,  are  now  laid  before 
you. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Accounts,  which  show  a 
balance  of  $75972  to  be  carried  forward,  llu.t  the 
finances  of  the  Club  are  in  a  most  satisfactory  con- 
dition. 

Rowing. — Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  record  a 
further  increase  in  the  interest  taken  in  rowing  during 
the  year,  the  entries  fur  the  Spring  and  Autumn  Re- 
gattas being  more  numerous  than  for  many  years  past. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Victoria  Re. 
creation  Club,  Hongkong,  to  participate  in  their  In- 
terport  Kegatta  in  December,  but  sending  a  crew 
down  from  here  was  found  to  be  quite  impracticable. 

Swimming  Racks  and  Aquatic  Sports — Your 
Committee  regret  that  the  Swimming  Races  fell 
through  from  lack  of  entries,  but  at  the  Aquatic  Sports 
there  was  an  unusually  large  number  of  competitors. 

Property. — The  "White  Boat"  and  "Six-oar" 
have  been  re-planked,  and  all  the  Boats  are  now  in 
excellent  condition.  Two  single-sculling  skiffs  were 
built  early  in  the  year  at  a  cost  of  $00,  and  have  been 
much  used  and  appreciated  by  the  Members. 

A  new  sampan,  acquired  in  the  spring  on  very  rea. 
sonable  terms,  has  proved  of  great  service  during  the 
bathing  seison,  and  a  rowing  gig,  lately  purchased,  is 
likely  to  be  of  considerable  use  to  the  Club. 

A  fresh  supnly  of  sculls  and  oars  (for  pair^)  has 
been  obtained  from  England  at  a  cost  of  $318.71 


t  hese,  however,  an  i  veil  just  too  l  ite  for  the  Autumn 

Regatti 

lilt  roofofllieBo.it  House  was  thoroughly  over 
hauled  in  the  summer,  mid  the  whole  House  put  in  a 
state  of  repair.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  »ny  further 
expenditure  on  the  building  will  be  necessaiy  during 
the  coming  year.  I  lie  Bai  hing  Barge  will  1  eq  11  ire  new 
cross  beams  for  the  pontoons,  which  will  cost  about 
$75,  but  is  otherwise  in  excellent  condition.  The 
float  is  also  in  good  order. 

Your  Committee  tender  their  resignations  with  best 
wishes  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Club. 

K.  T.  Nicholas,  Hon.  Secretary. 

Yokohama,  January,  30th,  1894. 
The  Yokohama  Amatkur  Kowing  Ci.ub  in  Account 
with  the    ionijrarv  I  reasijrkr. 

Or.— December  31st,  1893. 
To  Working  Account:— 

Wages-,  Gas.  Water,  &c  $  734-91 

To  House  Account :  — 

Insurance  premium  

Ground  Rent   

Repairs  

Sundries   


To  Bathing  Barge  Account: — 

Insurance  premium  

Painting,  Hauling,  and  Sundries 

To  Landing  Stage  Account : — 

Repairs,  Painting,  and  Sundries... 
To  Boats  Account: — 

Insurance  premium   

Repairs  and  Sundries   

Cost  1  f  New  Sampan  and  Gear  ... 

Cost  ot  2  Single  Sculling  Skiffs  ... 

Cost  of  1  Rowing-boat   

To  Regattas  and  Aquatic  Sports: — 

Bands,  Refreshments,  and  Sundries  

To  Prizes:— 

Spring  and  Autumn  Regattas  and  Aquatic  Sports.. 

To  New  Qars  and  culls  

To  SnbscripttO"  Account  : — 

One  Hon.  Member  Subs.,  189a,  refunded  

Balance  


■  •  $  3S  9» 
79.17 
,.    257  00 
10309 
  47S-'8 


18.50 
163.81 


43-So 
281.33 
37.00 
90.00 
40.00 


182.31 

42.46 


Cr.— January  ist,  1893. 
By  Balance  brought  forward  from  1893  ... 

December  31st,  1893. 
By  Subscription  Account: — 

153  Aciive  members  «st  half-' ear 
155  Active  members  2nd  half-vear 

81  Honorary  Members  one  year  

5  Honorary  Members  half-year  

1  T'kyo  Member   

8  Members'  Sons  

34  Entrance  Fees   

Sundries : — 

Sale  of  Canoe   

Bank  Interest   

By  Storage  for  Priva'e  Boats   

By  Regatta  Account:  — 

Kntiances  to  Races  

By  Bar  Account: — 1 

Profiis,  1893  

By  Jerseys,  etc.,  sold   


49L72 
516.70 

438.01 
318.71 

10.00 
759-72 

$3,989-72 

8  198.30 


..  .$Ql8.C0 

..  930.00 
820.00 

25.00 
1000 
40.00 

..  340.00 
 3,083.00 


6.50 

2.68 


 9.18 

  SSC<» 

...    168.00 

  404.74 

  7 '-5° 

$3,989.72 

Stock— Jerseys,  etc  §  186.50 

E.  &  O.  E 
Yokohama,  January  29th,  2894. 

P.  S.  Bunt,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
Examined  with  vouchers  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  S.  Warming. 

The  election  of  officeis  was  then  proceeded  with, 
Mr.  ADAMS  and  Mi.  HbNSON  being  appointed 
sci ulineei s  of  the  ballot. 

The  lesult  of  the  election  of  officeis  was  an- 
nounced as  follows: — Captain:  —  Mi.  J.  Rickett; 
Honoiaty  Treasurer: — Mr.  P.  Bent;  Secretary: 
•Mr.  F.  J.  Hall.  The  names  weie  leceived  with 
applause. 

The  Chairman,  in  lelurning  thanks  for  the 
lonoui  accorded  him,  lefened  to  the  fact  that  he 
bad  served  on  the  Committee  of  the  Club  foi 
nany  years,  while  for  many  years  past  the  Club 
bad  done  him  the  honour  to  elect  him  Captain.  He 
bad  hoped  that  they  would  this  year  have  elected 
younger  man,  but  as  they  had  elected  him  he 
should,  he  hoped,  be  able  to  cany  on  the  duties  of 
the  office  to  their  satisfaction.  He  received  the 
honotii  they  paid  him  in  electing  him  to  the  position 
with  gratification  and  thanks, — (Applause.)  He 
hoped  that  the  other  two  gentlemen  who  bad  just 
been  elected  would  be  able  to  set  ve  also. 

The  ballot  foi  the  Com  mil  lee  1  esulted  as  follows  : 
C  K.  M.  Martin,  D  McNeill,  W.  W.  Camp- 
bell,  and  E.  Mendelson.  The  last  named  was 
voted  for  under  four  appellations,  but  the  mattei 
was  got  ovei  by  a  second  vole  of  his  supporters, 
the  fiist  lot  of  papers  being  withdiawn. 

Mr.  HENSON,  as  soon  as  this  matter  was  con- 
cluded, said  he  wished  to  In  ing  foiwaid  a  sugges 
lion  in  1  egai  d  to  the  disposal  of  the  fait  balance  now 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Club.  The  Club  had 
reached  such  a  pitch  of  prosperity  that  the  lime 
had  come  for  some  steps  to  be  taken  towards 
making  the  place  moie  comfoi  table.  In  the  sum- 
mer months  they  weie  often  compelled  to  close  the 
windows  of  the  Club  house  in  Consequence  of  the 
gas  having  been  blown  out  by  the  wind.  He  ihere- 
foie  should  like  to  suggest  that  the  new  committee 
be  empowei  ed  to  install  the  electric  light.  It  would 
be  a  distinct  impi ovemenl ,  making  the  1001ns 
much  cooler;  while  there  would  be  no  occasion  to 
close  the  windows,  as  that  light  could  not  be  blown- 


Utlt.  Al  the  same  lime,  steps  should  be  taken  to 
impio.'e  the  amount  oi  lighting.  Another  surges 
lion  lh.it  be  should  also  like  to  make  to  the  Coni- 

mtllM  was,  that  they  should  glaze  die  front  of  tlit 
verandah,  by  putting  in  sliding  fflaiS'dooit,  winch 

could  be  opened  or  .shut  as  needed.  In  the 
lalei  months  of  the  yeai  it  was  often  impossible  to 
go  out  on  to  the  veiandah  in  consequence  of  the 
wind  .Hid  tain  that  blew  in  so  lieely  upon  il.  Then 
again,  be  should  like  to  see  the  two  windows  that 
looked  on  to  (he  Bund,  or  rather  did  not  look  on 
lo  the  Bund,  made  into  piopei  windows,  so  as  to 
admit  a  cm  rent  of  air  to  pass  through,  At  pie 
sent,  dial  pai  I  of  the  bouse  was  vei  y  hot  and  close. 
He  put  these  things  before  the  meeting  as  sug- 
gestions for  the  new  committee,  but  be  would  be 
veiy  pleased  to  incorporate  them  into  a  formal 
motion.- 

Tin  Chairman  said  he  was  quite  in  favour  of 
the  suggestions  made  by  Mi.  Henson  in  icgard 
to  using  some  of  the  balance  for  improving 
the  lighting  of  the  house  and  increasing  the 
comfoi  t  of  the  membeis.  But  in  icgard  to 
making  windows  on  the  side  of  the  house  look- 
ing on  to  the  Bund,  a  clause,  or  stipulation  in  a 
clause,  in  their  agieetnent,  pievenled  them  fioin 
making  windows  theie.  Still  they  could  cut  inter- 
stices into  the  wall  theie  in  01  der  to  admit  air. 
Indeed,  this  step  was  considered  by  their  Com- 
mittee last  year,  and  decided  lo  be  can  ied  out, 
but  lor  some  leason  or  other  the  woilc  was  not 
one.  It  could  be  done  this  year.  In  legaidto 
the  el.ctiic  lighting,  the  committee  could  be  era- 
poweied  to  take  steps  to  see  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Henson  — I  will  put  my  suggestions  into  a 
motion  that  the  committee  devote  the  balance,  or 
pait  of  the  balance,  lo  increasing  the  lighting  and 
conveniences  of  the  club, 

Mr.  W.  W.  Campbell  asked  whether  any  idea 
bad  been  arrived  at  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  an 
electric  light  installation. 
The  Chairman— Ii  would  cost  about  $500. 
Mi.  K.  KlNGDON  said  that  there  was  a  new 
light,  introduced  heie  by  Messis.  Biowne  and  Co., 
which  was  pi  efeiable  lo  the  electric  light;  it  was 
cheaper,  and  could  be  affixed  to  the  piesent  fil- 
lings.    Besides  il  also  could  not  be  blown  out. 

Mr.  E.  Mendelson  said  the  great  objection  to 
the  elecli  ic  light  in  Yokohama  was  that  the  com- 
pany would  not  supply  it  at  a  monthly  chaige. 
They  supplied  the  light  by  meter,  but  there  was 
no  guarantee  as  to  the  amount  of  the  monthly 
bills.  Besides,  the  charge  for  the  meter  was  very 
heavy,  and  the  system  most  unfair.  He  would 
suggest  that  the  question  of  impioved  lighting  be 
merely  left  in  the  bands  of  the  incoming  committee. 
If  a  motion  was  put  it  would  have  binding  force, 
and  that  did  not  seem  the  most  desitable  Course 
uudei  Ike  circumstances. — (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Chairman  said  be  was  about  to  make  the 
same  suggestion,  that  the  matter  be  left  to  the 
Committee  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  Henson  said  his  motion  could  be  worded 
in  that  manner. 

Mr.  McNeill  thought  the  matter  of  installing 
ihe  electiic  light  was  of  such  importance  that  it 
would  requite  the  sanction  of  another  genetal 
meeting  of  members  ere  it  could  be  cat  1  ied  out. 

The  Chairman— I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  we 
can  vei  y  well  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
to  dispose  of  to  the  advantage  of  the  Club. 

Mr.  Henson  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
be  empowered  to  devote  the  whole  or  a  part 
of  the  balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  to- 
wards improving  the  lighting  and  the  carrying 
out  of  other  schemes  for  promoting  the  comfort 
of  the  Chit),  as  it  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  KlNGDON — I  think  the  surplus  should  be 
spent  upon  improving  the  boats  ;  a  minor  matter 
like  t tie  liyhling  of  the  Club  can  be  left  over. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL — The  boats  aie  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  cannot  be  impioved. — (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  KENYON  seconded  Mi  .  Henson's  motion  on 
the  grounds  that  the  Club's  boats  weie  in  excellent 
condition  and  would  requii  e  liltle  spent  on  them  in 
the  coming  year,  while  the  Committee's  report,  just 
adopted,  also  spoke  of  few  expenses  being  expected 
during  the  ensuing  season. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
befoi  e  the  motion  was  put.  There  was  one  poi  tion, 
and  an  important  portion,  of  the  Club  which  had 
never  leceived  the  attention  it  merited.  He  referr- 
ed to  the  Gymnastic  section.  They  had  elected 
Mr.  Mendelson,  that  evening,  10  the  Committee 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  that  section  of  the 
Club,  but  what  he  wished  lo  speak  about  now  was 
the  deplorable  condition  of  the  gymnastic  ap- 
paratus of  the  Club.  The  paiallel  bats  were- 
positively  dangeious,  the  hoiizoiilal  bar  deficient; 
tbei  e  was  no  such  things  as  sword-sticks,  or  decent 
helmets,  they  were  deficient  in  foils,  etc.,  and  in 
no  sense  could  they  be  said  to  possess  a  good 
gymnastic  outfit.  He  would  suggest  that  the 
Committee  be  instructed  to  spend  a  part  of  the 
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surplus  in  putting  lite  gymnasium  in  order,  and  in 
procuring  a  p.  ..per  ouifil.  Dining  He  mmtm 
months  this  was  the  only  po.tion  of  the  Clubs 
resources  that  could  be  used  by  the  members. 

The  Chairman  thought  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  devote  any  of  the  surplus  to  the  object 
mentioned  by  the  last  speaker,  as  repairs  or  ad- 
dition to  the  outfit  of  the  Club  could  be  provided 
for  in  the  ordinary  Current  expenses  of  the  season, 
and  taken  f.om  L»ie  year's  receipts.  He  was  noi 
in  favour  of  going  '°r  a"  extravagant  gymnastic 
outfit;  but  the  matter  should  i  eceive  the  Com 
mittee's  attention. 

Mi.  Rogers  said  it  would  only  cost  about  $200. 
Mi .  Campbell  thought  it  would  be  a  gieat  mis 
take  to  turn   their  Amateur  Rowing  Club  into  a 
gymnasium. -(Hear,  hear.)     Far  from  going  to 
The  expense  suggested  by  Mr.  Rogers,  he  only  ad- 
vocated spending  some  §12  on   that  department. 
He  would  spend  about  30  or   40  cents  on  the 
parallel    ba.s-(laughte. )— the    ho.  izontal  bar 
which  was  the  best  ever  biought  out  heie,  would 
not  requi.e  more  than  about  50  cents—  (laughte. ) 
—and  the  other  things  in  pi  opuriioii.     1  he.  e  would 
be  verv  little  sense  in  spending  $200  upon  the  pie- 
se.it  building.   If  they  had  a  la.ge  floor  and  a  liigl 
roof,  then  the  matter  would  he  dlffe.  ent.    As  11 
was.lheie  was  noplace  to  swinga  t.apeze,  ant)  the 
building  was  much  too  confined  for  a  gymnasium 
The  mattiess  might  be  made  softei,  as  some  mem 
bers  sometimes  fell  heavily  there— (laughte. )— but 
that  was  all  ihat  was  .equi.ed.    In  regaid  to  the 
foils,  he  would  lemi.id  younger  membe.s  that  they 
were  given  10  the  Club  by  a  gentleman  who  had  no 
fuither  use  for  them,  being  absolutely  wotlhless— 
(laughte.)— -and  it  was  the  same  with  the  helmets. 
—  (Laughter.)  He  should  suggest  that  they  throw 
(he  foils  and   helmets  away   altogether  —  (heai , 
heai)— while  ihey  could  gel  in  a  few  single  stick- 
instead.    It  was  no  use  tinning  the  place  into  a 
gymnasium  unless  they  had  a  p. oner  instiHCtoi, 
They  had  no  instructoi,  and  therefo.e  being  110th 
ing  but  boys  together,  they  would  be  doing  mo.e 
harm  than  good,  being  without  in  truction,  and  110 
one  10  leach  them  belter.     Il  would   be  a  g.eat 
mistake,  he  assmed  them,  to  make  a  gymnasium 
of  theii  Amatetu  Rowing  Club.— (Applause.) 

Mr.  HenSon's  motion  was  the  them  put  and 
Can  ied. 

The  Rev.  F.  E.  FrbeSE  wished  to  know  if  any 
ar.angeinenls  could  be  made  to  organise  a  piope- 
syslem  of  coaching  for  the  regattas,  etc. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Club  would  be  grateful 
to  all  their  accomplished  members  who  would  help 
to  teach  the  younger  oarsmen.  He  and  Mi. 
Campbell  had  once  put  their  names  down  on  the 
list  for  such  woik,  but  they  did  not  find  much 
encouragement. 

The  Rev.  F.  E.  Freese  thought  that  if  sucl 
a  list  of  willing  coaches  was  hung  up  in  the 
boathouse  it  would  be  of  consideiable  advantage. 

The  Chairman  said  that  this  concluded  the 
business  befo.e  the  meeting.  He  hoped  to  see 
good  sport  at  their  regattas,  swimming  races, 
aquatic  sports,  etc.,  di.nngthe  year.  He  would 
like  to  see  new  life  thrown  into  ihe  rowing,  not 
th„t  he  had  anything  to  complain  of  during  the 
last  two  yeais,  but  with  their  laige  membership 
gieat  things  could  be  expected.  He  wished  them 
a  p.ospe.  ons  season  in  evei  y  way. 

Mr.  White  pioposed  a   vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  and  outgoing  Committee.      The  finaii 
cial  report  which  they  had  presented  showed  how 
well  they  had  woi  ked.— (Applause.) 

Mr.  ARNOUI.D  said  he  should  like  pai  licularly  to 
mention  one  person  of  the  Committee,  Mi.  E.  T. 
Nicholas. —  (Loud  and  continued  cheering.)  The 
manner  in  which  the  name  was  leceived  left  the 
speaker  no  fuither  woid  to  say. 

On  the  motion  of  Ml  Nicholas,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  Mr.  Kiel  for  the  use  of  the  room 


and  Losses, amounts  to   $7.989  49 

which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  as  follows  : 
In  payment  of  a  Dividend  of  6  per  cent. 

for  the  half-year  •   $6  00000 

In  payment  of  a  Bonus  to  Employe-...-..  |  85000 
Balance  to  be  carried  to  new  account         S'i>39  49 


$7,989.49 

Messrs.  J.  F.  Lowdhr  and  O.  Keil  retire  from  the 
Board,  but  offer  themselves  for  re-election- 

Mr.  A.  Barron  having  left  Yokohama ,  the  Directors 
have  invited  Mr.  G.  I".  How  to  audit  the  Company's 
accounts,  and  they  recommend  his  re-election  for  the 
current  year. 

°   '?E^'  ]  Directors. 
F.  Rktz,  ) 

Yokohama,  24th  January,  1894. 

Asskts  and  Liabilities  on  Dbcembek  31ST,  1893- 

Assets. 

Stock  of  Merchandise,  Ship  Chandlery,  and  Coal  ...  $  8$,  152.94 

Plant,  Fixtures,  and  Furniture    7.000.00 

Cash  in  hand    6,197.26 

Fire  Insurance  Policies    527-94 

Sundry  Debtors    3°.°39  5° 


Mi.BergeR — I  move  that  Mr.  Keil  and  Mr. 
Lowdei  be  .e  elecied  Directors  by  acclamation. 
M>  LanGFELDT — I  second  thai. —  Car.  ied. 
The  Chairman — I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  dischaige  the  duties  of 
ihe  office  as  salisfactoi  ily  in  the  coming  year  as 
we  have  done  in  the  past.  The  other  business  is 
ihe  election  of  auditor.  The  Directors  invited  Mr. 
G.  T.  How,  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank, 
10  audit  the  accounts  just  passed,  and  they  re- 
commend lhal  he  be  elected  to  the  post. 

Mi.  Langfeldt — I  second  their  lecommenda- 
tion. — Cai  J  >ed. 

Mr.  BERGER  pioposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
KbIL  '01  p.esiding  as  Di.eclor,  and  also  for  all 
his  se.  vices  dining  the  year. 

The  Chairman  having  acknowledged  ihe  com- 
pliment, declaied  that  the  dividend  wanauts  wei  e 
eady  on  the  table.    The  meeting  then  dispei  sed. 


Liabilities. 

Capital,  1,000  Shares  at  $10^    •■• 

Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank  Corporation 
Sundiy  local  Creditors  

Balance,  Profit   


{138,917.64 

...  flOO,COo.OC 

...  l*,6s3-*7 
9,274.38 

^120,928.15 
7.989  49 


$  128.917  64 


Pkofit  and  Loss  Account— Dhcember  31ST 
Dr. 

To  General  Expenses   $ 

lo  Rent   

To  Hire  Insurance  

To  Interest  

To  Depreciation  of  Plant,  Fixture*,  etc  

To  Directors'  Fees  for  the  year  1893  

To  Auditor's  Fees  

To  Had  Debtors  written  off  

To  Balance,  available  for  division    S7.989-49 

to  he  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 
Dividend  at  the  rate  of  b°/0  for 

half-year   $6,000.00 

Bonus  to  Employe"    850.00 

Carried  forward  to  new  account    ..139-49  $7.9»9-49 


1  '893. 
8,135.12 

379-74 
1,088.59 

576.05 
1,100.00 

1  io.oo 

187.71 


Cr. 

July   i.  Hy  Balance   

Dec.  31.  By  Gross  Profit  on  trade 
By  share  transfer  fees... 


1894. 

Jan.   i.  By  Balance 

E.  &  O.  E. 
Yokohama,  December  31st,  1893. 


7.o*9-49 
$21,078.60 


...  $  ii»3  9: 
...  »9,9S»°5 

...  2  00 

$3  1,078  60 
...  $  I,«39-49 


?:fe}"-ctars. 


LANGFELDT  AND  CO.,  LIMITED. 
 +  

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders  in 
Messrs.  Langfeldt  and  Co.,  Limited,  was  held  in 
Keil's  Building  on  Wednesday.  The  Chaii  man 
of  Directors,  Mr.  O.  Keil,  p.esided,  and  there  were 
also  present  Messis.  E.  Balavus,  A.  Langfeldt,  F. 
Relz,  E.  Berger,  and  J.  Feicke  (Secretary). 

The  following  tepoit  and  accounts  weietakei 
as  read,  having  been  circulated  seven  days  before 
the  meeting  among  shai  eholdei  s  in  accordance 
will)  the  Aiticles  of  Association  :  — 
REPORT. 

The  statement  of  Assets  and  Liabilities,  and  the 
Profit  anH  Loss  Account  for  the  half-year  ended  the 
31st  December,  1893,  accompany  this  Keport 

The  Net  Profit,  including  balance  brought 
forward  from  the  30th  June,  1893,  and  after 
providing  for  General  Expenses,  Directors' 
and  Auditor's  fees,  Interest,  Depreciation, 


j.  Feicn«,  Secretary. 
I  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  and  compared  them 
with  vouchers  of  the  Company,  and  certify  them  to  be  correct. 

G.  T.  How,  Auditor. 

Yokohama,  January  23rd,  1893. 

The  Chairman  -Befoie  passing  on  to  the  arh>p- 
linn  of  the  accounts,  I  should  like  to  say  that  j  oui 
Diiectois.after  inalu.  econsidei  at  ion, t  bought  il  best, 
in  the  interests  .of  the  Company,  to  dispose  of  the 
Kobe  bianch,  and  it  is  for  you  to  say  to-day  whethei 
you  agree  with  us  in  the  step  we  have  taken.  Kobe 
lias  always  held  very  heavy  assets  for  us,  but  they 
have  now  been  reduced  by  a  great  deal,  besides 
Mr.  Julien,  the  new  purchaser,  hasag.eed  to  ad 
foi  us  as  out  agent  in  K"he,   so  that  our  interest- 
will  be  safe- giiai  ded,  while  at  the  same  lime  wr 
have  not  to  pay  foi  the  whole  staff  down  there,  bm 
..nly  the  commission  on  the  business  done  for  us 
Dining  the  pieseut  year  and  for  the  last  half  of 
1893,  we  have  had  a  haul  battle  to  fight  against  the 
tailing  value  of  silver.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  ti  e 
in  en  dou  s  alteiation  in  the  priees  of  commoditie 
brought  about  by  this  cause  the  extent  of  your  busi- 
ness would  have  made  a  better  return  and  highei 
piofiis.  Still  your  Diiectors  are  satisfied  that  ihey 
can  distribute  on  this  occasion  a  dividend  of  6  pei 
cent.,  making  IO  per  cent,   for  the  whole  yeai 
cany  foiwaid  $I,00O  over  to  the  next  year,  and 
piesent  a  small  giatuityto  their  seivants.  They 
make  this  latter  suggestion  because  il  is  owing  to, 
the  energy  and  hai  d  .woi  k  thrown  into  the  business 
by  the  managers  and  employs  that  the  success 
of  the  company  is  mainly  due.    The  gratuity,  in 
ihe  opinion  ol  the  Board  was  well  desei  ved,  and 
in   asking  the  meeting  to  adopt  ihe  repoit  and 
accounts,    I  hope    thai   you  will   adopt  also  this 
suggestion  of  the    Board.    That  is  all  I  have  to 
say,  gentleman,  upon  Die  accounts,  but  I  shall  be 
glad  to  answer  any  questions  put  to  me. 

Mr.  Berger  proposed  the  adoption  of  the 
accounts. 

Mr.  Langfeldt,  in  seconding,  heartily  en- 
dorsed the  action  of  the  Directors  in  disposing  of 
the  Kobe  bianch.  He  knew  by  practical  expeit- 
ence  what  a  drawback  it  was  to  have  a  business 
left  in  cha.ge  of  other  persons  at  such  a  distance 
a  way. 

The  accounts  were  then  passed. 
The  Chairman — The  next  business  is  the  elec- 
tion of  two  Dnecto.s.  Mr.  Lowder  and  myself 
letire  by  rotation  this  year,  but  we  offer  ourselves 
for  re-election.  There  are  no  other  names  proposed 
for  the  positions. 


NIPPON  RACE  CLUB. 
 ♦  

The  annual  genet  at  meeting  of  members  of  the 
above  was  held  in  the  Club  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
afternoon.  Among  those  present  wei  e  Mi.  de 
Biinsen  (in  the  chaii),  Messis.  W.  B.  Wallei,  T. 
Thomas,  P.  Douiille,  E.  Whiltall,  W.  W.  Till, 
W.  F.  Mitchell,  J.  Dodds,  Di.  Whrelei,  R.  D. 
liobison,  A.  R.  Calto,  A.  Bianchi.  U.  Durand,  E. 
Knaff,  F.  Biagioni,  C.  Abe'nheini,  R.  Abenheim,  S. 
Isaacs,  E.  Andieis,  S  L.  Goldman,  K.  Kingdon, 
B  H.  Pearson,  M.  H.  R.  Hanis,  A.  C.  Read,  P. 
de  C.  Moniss,  W.  W.  Campbell,  H.  Campbell, 
E.  Beia.d,  G.  Philip,  G.  C.  B.  Dunlop,  P.  Beiettn, 
and  J.  F.  Pinii,  Secieiary. 

The  Chairman  after  having  congratulated  the 
membe.s  on  ihe  flouiishing  condition  of  the  Club, 
lemaiked  1  hat  its  finances  weie  in  a  very  stable 
-late.    Last  year  the.e  was  a  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  T.easutei  ol  $1  545;  whe.eas  now  there  was 
double  that  amount,  $3,290,  besides  a  ciedil  de- 
pendency of  $795,  with  icgard  to  which  he  would 
call  theii  attention  for  a  moment.   Tl  is  deficiency 
was  due  hy  the  collector,  less  his  salary  ;  by  defal- 
cations of  the  collector  this  sum  was  lost  to  the 
Club.     Bui  there  was  a  chance  of  recovering  a 
poition  of  it.    With    regaid   to  the  accounts  in 
general,  ihey  had  been  passed  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  subject  to  audit  and  subject  lo  an 
explanation   regaiding  the  defalcation.     It  had 
been  passed,  subject  to  this.     In  legaid  lo  this 
mattei ,  the  opinion  and  obsei  vations  of  the  meet- 
ing should  be  asked.    After  di  awing  some  coin- 
pal  isons  between  this  year  and  last,  the  Chaii  man 
added  that  it  was  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the 
Club  that  pi  ospects  a.  e  bi  ighlei  than  a  little  while 
ago.    To  set  off,  thei  e  was  less  offi-red  in  prizes, 
ihe  sum  being  $5,337.  wheieas  the  yeai  befnie  it 
was  $1,000  moie.     The  leason  why  the  Spiing 
meeting  entries  weie    smaller    than   usual  was 
because  several  races  fell  through;  $1,990  was 
piesented     in    prizes,    while     the     entiles  only 
amounted  to    $1,540.  and  the  Club  did  what  it 
could  lo  make  up  ihe  difference.    It  thr  Spiing 

meeting  was  not  salisfactoi  y,  the  Am   meet 

ing   was    a    biillianl    success,    iheie  tiring  good 
spoit  and  a  laige  attendance;  ponies  were  numer- 
ous and    lacing  keen,  with    ihe    China  ponies 
especially.    The  members  ought  nol  lo  foigrt  ihat 
the  success  was  in  laige  measine  due  to  H.M.  ihe 
Emperor. — (Applause.)    His  attendance  at  their 
meetings  was  no  nieie  founaliiy;  he  took  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  horses — of  this  he  (the  Chair- 
man) could  speak  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  he 
took  a  gieat  inteiest  in  the  sport.  He  congratulated 
ihe  Club  on  the  honour  done  it,  and  i's  respect 
was  due  to  the  ruler  of  the  country.     H.M.  the 
Emperoi  also  presented  a  handsome  pi  ize.  With 
fine  wealhei ,  the  efforts  of  the  Committee  had  been 
seconded  by  the   members  and  the  community. 
He  had   mentioned  that  the  Empeior  piesented 
a  pi  ize,  but  he  would  remind  llieni  that  H.M.'s 
Ministeis  had  also  shown  their  fntei est,  H  E.  the 
Pi  ime  Minister  having  given  a  pi  ize.   This  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of  ;  thei  e  wei  e  besides,  olhei  s  who 
had  pi  esented  pi  izes  whom  it  was  not  necessary  10 
mention,      He  desired   to  slate   that  when  Mr. 
LJtsumi  leliied  fifom  the  Piesidency  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  asked  him  to  lake  his  place,  he  had 
agreed  lo  do  so,  and  was  proud  lo  fill  the  position. 
Another  matter  foi  congi  alulattoii  was  that  so  many 
tiding  members  had  come  forward  dining  the  past 
year  and  taken  pad  in  the  spoil.     Il  had  been  so 
in  the  earlier  yeais  of  the  Club  and  he  Imped  lhal 
il  would  goon.      He  had  heaid  some  flattering 
things  said  about  theii   tiding,  and  he  hoped  thai 
this  would  inc.  ease.     During  this  yeai   two  lots  of 
ponies  had  come  over  from  China,  with  most  salis- 
factory  results,  for  which   thanks  were  due  lo  Mr. 
Oi  am. — (Hear,  hear.)    He  could  not  say  the  same 
with    regaid    lo    ihe   Japanese   ponies,   as  ihe 
attempts  made  were  complete  failures.  Arrange- 
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menu  had  been  made  to  gel  ■  batch  from 
Hokkaido,  l>ut  when  they  ai  lived  at  Hrtkodate 
it  was  seen  that  instead  of  fnin  -yeai -olds  mosl 
of  llie  animals  weie  only  lln  ee,  or  1  ising 
lluee.     Hence   theie    COllId   be  no  doubt  that  the 

Committee  were  justified  in  lefiismg  litem. 
They  had  llien  got  a  batch  flOin  Nanihu  ;  these 
had  not  proved  satisfactory  as  racer*,  but  they 
were  strong  and  set  viceable  animals.  While  in  this 
sliait,  Viscount  Fujinami,  ol  the  Imperial  House- 
hold, came  to  (lie  tesciie  and  placed  at  the  dis 
posal  of  the  Club  a  number  of  half-bred  ponies 
from  Sbimosa.  As  they  were  young,  all  did  not 
rilUi  but  he  expected  they  would  be  belter  able  to 
do  so  next  meeting.  Since  then  some  Hokkaido 
pomes  had  come  down,  and  the  Committee  had 
informed  him  lliey  weie  young  and  undeveloped, 
and  they  did  not  considei  them  woilh  the 
money  paid  foi  them.  He  could  not  tell  how  they 
would  look  with  good  fooil  and  caie.  Tlie  Com 
mil  lee  had  a  scheme  for  the  acquisition  of 
some  gi  mind  for  stables,  of  which  mole  would  be 
said.  Theie  was  no  piospecl  of  gelling  anothci 
lot  of  China  ponies  from  Shanghai.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  hi  each  of  confidence  on  bis  pan 
weie  he  to  stale,  with  Mi,  Rohison's  permission, 
that  he  had  leceived  a  lettei  fiom  Tientsin  thai 
ponies  might  be  piocuied  there.  He  did  not 
think  such  a  good  oppoilnnily  should  be  let  pass, 
and  he  recommended  It  to  (he  favoui  able  considei 
atiou  of  the  meeting.  With  legard  to  the  ac 
counts,  he  was  sure  the  late  Tieasmer  would  offn 
an  explanation  how  llie  defalcation  happened  ii 
quest  ioned. — (Applause.) 

Mi.  AndreiS  suggested  that  the  Tieasniei 
should  be  made  lesponsible  foi  the  amount. 

Mr.  DoDDS  pi  es  timed  that  Mi  .  And  re  is  had  not 
yet  lieaid  the  explanation  of  how  the  matter  oc 
cm  1  ed. 

Mr.  KlNGDON  said  he  would  like  to  hear  it,  as 
it  would  be  ol  inlet  est  to  members  and  help  them 
to  decide  what  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Whittall  said  he  had  been  Tieasiuei  foi 
two  years.  When  he  took  over  the  post  the 
collector  was  mosl  sttongly  recommended  by  the 
pievious  occupant  of  the  post,  Mr.  Merian, 
by  whom  be  had  been  employed  five  years  before. 
He  was  also  employed  by  Mr.  Easton,  of  the 
Union  Insurance  Co.,  who  said  he  boie  a  good 
chatacter  and  held  ample  secmities.  The  man 
had  pieviously  paid  up  everything.  A  little  be- 
fore last  meeting  he  noticed  tl>at  money  had  not 
been  coming  in  as  usual,  find  he  asked  llie  ma" 
the  reason,  when  he  1  epl ied  that  people  wouldn't 
pay.  He  then  asked  the  man  for  the  icceipts,  but 
lie  did  not  bting  them.  At  the  same  time  he 
noticed  a  falling-off  ill  the  gale  money,  and  this 
increasing  his  suspicion,  he  insisted  on  seeing 
the  bills.  The  man  then  infoimed  him  that  $680 
had  been  collected  and  not  accounted  for.  He 
then  saw  Ml  Baiid,  of  the  Union  lnsinance  Co., 
whose  servant  the  man  was.  The  foimer  said  he 
would  look  into  it,  when  he  discoveied  that  $300 
had  been  stolen  from  him  also.  Repealed  appli- 
cations to  the  Chinese  Consul  weie  unavailing, 
but  as  the  man  had  swindled  two  people  he  wrote 
again,  but  received  no  icply.  Finally,  another 
letter  was  sent  in  January,  vei  y  strongly  worried, 
with  the  result  that  a  reply  was  leceived,  the  man 
had  been  arrested.  The  next  day  Mi.  Baiid  in- 
formed him  the  man  had  paid  half  the  claim.  H<- 
had  heaid  nothing  since.  He  was  very  much  ob- 
liged to  Mr.  Andieis  for  his  suggestion  thai  he 
be  made  1  esponsible.  He  must  lemind  him  that 
the  position  held  by  him  had  been  that  of  Hon. 
Treasuier.  It  had  been  due  to  no  cat  elessness  ; 
but  it  was  vei  y  unfoi  lunate  that  it  had  happened 
in  his  lime.  If  the  man  had  been  his  servant,  he 
would  be  responsible. 

Mr.  Andreis  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  in 
chaige  of  funds  was  bound  in  honour  lo  make  it 
good  should  any  be  lost  or  stolen. 

Mr.  Pearson  asked  whether  Mr.  Easton  had  not 
cautioned  Mi.  Whittall. 

Mr.  Whittall  teplied  that  such  was  not  the 
case.  It  was  he  who  was  suspicious  of  the  man, 
but  Mr.  E-rston  hud  le-assuired  him. 

In   answpr  to  Mr.  KlNGDON,  as  to  whelhei  he 
had  any   idea   how   the   money  was   spent,  Mi 
WHITTALL  replied  that  was  what  he  wanted  to 
know.    The  man  had  been  libeiated  but  the  mattei 
was  coming  on  for  llial, 

Mr.  Pearson  understood  the  receipts  were  given 
out  in  February  and  the  affair  found  out  in  July. 

Mi.  Whittall  ieplied  that  it  was  before  the 
Spring  Meeting,  and  his  suspicions  weieconfiinied 
about  the  gate  money.  The  man  had  to  gel  the 
money  in  when  the  icceipts  weie  sent  out. 

Mr.  Pearson — Then  you  send  out  leceipls  be 
foie  money  is  collected  ? 

Ml  WHITTALL  —  Yes,  the  usual  thing  was  done, 
as  he  was  ol  the  opinion  the  Chib,  heing  composer! 
of  gentlemen,  that  was  the  best  course.  He  would 
suggest  that  in  the  fuluie  a  circular  should  be  sent 


around  ashing  members  to  sand  in  then  subscrip- 
tions, 

Tin  Chairman  agreed  with  ibis  plan. 
Ml  Ahkniikim  wanted  10  know  what  the  $80 
was  lor. 

The  Skckkta  r  y  ieplied  it  was  a  sum  guai  anieed 
hut  mil  p. iid. 

Mi  .  Goldman — If  the  accounts  aie  passed,  who 
is  to  look  altei  ihe  deficiency,  Mi.  Whittall  or 
the  Club? 

The  Chairman  suggested  it  should  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  ofllcei  s  elected  by  the  Club.  In 
the  meantime  the  accounts  might  be  passed. 

Mr.  Walter  proposed  that  in  the  matter  of  the 
accounts  they  should  pioceed  in  the  usual  way, 
and  he  would  pi  opose  that  they  be  passed. 

Ml  RoBlSON  seconded. 

The  accounts  aie  as  follow  :  — 

thr  nipprin  rack  ct.ub  in  account  current  with 
the  honoraky  trkasurbr  for  1893. 
Dr. 


To  Rent  of  Race  Course  for  1893  ... 
l'u  Rent  of  extra  Grr.und  Rent 


..S  7S".oo 

30.00    §  780.00 


To  Paid  for  8  China  Subscription  Ponies  ...  1,343.96 

To  Paid  for  Prize   at  Spring  Meeting    1,990.00 

To  Paid  for  Prizes  at  Autumn  Meeting     ...  3,347.10 

To  Paid  for  ip  C hinese  Subscription  Ponies  3,958.30 

lo  Paid  for  iS  Nambu  Subscription  Ponies.  1,170.00 

To  Paid  for  9  Half-Bred  Subscriptien  Ponies  7JO.00 

To  Paid  for  13  Hokkaido  Ponies,  U.  Durand  960.00 

To  Pa  d  Secretary  s  salary      ...    aoo.oo 

To  Paid  return  entries  for  Race  No.  7  first 
daj»  and  Race  No.  4  3rd  day,  Spring 

Meeting,  not  having  tilled    30.00 

To  Paid  Momban's  wages  and  sundry  ex- 
penses of  Course,  &c                         ...  454,70 

To  Paid  Band  for  attendance  Spring  and 

Autumn  Mee'ings    12130 

To  Pai  i  for  Advertising    63.00 

To  Paid  for  Printing   '19-95 

To  Paid  for  Sundry  Expenses  in  connection 

with  the  Race  Meetings  as  per  vouchers  254.98 

To  Paid  Mr.  Kondo's  salaries  and  expenses 
for   jap.nese  Hooks,  Piogrammes,  &c. 

at  Meetings    141.58 

To  Paid  for  Fire  Insurance     ...    43-33 

l  o  P.. id  for  sundry  repairs  to  Railings,  &c.  93. 1 5 

To  Balance  in  hands  of  Hon.  treasurer-  ...  3,290.43 

$17,910.58 

Cr. 

By  Balance  from  31st  December,  1893   $  1,545.97 

By  Subscriptions  from  full  and  Honorary 

Members    $3,143.00 

By  Less  amount  due  by  shroff                         740.00  1,400.00 

By  Subscription  of  4  full  and  1  Hon,  Member  for 

1893     ,  90.00 

By  Received  from  defaulting  Shroff  on  account      ...  35.00 

By  Entries  for  Sprint  Meeting    1,540  eg 

By  Entries  f<<r  Autumn  Meeting    2,593.00 

By  Received  fo    8  (  hina  Subsciiption  Ponies   1,343  96 

By  Received  for  19  China  Subscrip'ion  Ponies   2,958  30 

By  Received  for  18  N'ambu  Subscription  Ponies     ...  1,170.00 

By  Received  for   y  Half-Bred  Subscription  Ponies...  720.00 

By  Received  for  ri  Hokkaido  Ponies    880.00 

By  Receiied  Balance  of  Ladies  Purse  from  Mrs.  Till  38.07 
By  Received  for  Interest  on  current  account  to  31st 

December    40.88 

By  Received  Gate  money  for  Spring  Meeting   544-3° 

By  Received  for  Books  a"d  during  Spring  Meeting..  123.00 
By  Received  for  Licenses  for  Jockeys  Spring  Meet- 
ing  ^   180.00 

By  Received  rent  for  Stables  Spring  Meeting   32805 

By  Received  rent  of  Refreshment  room  Spring  Meet- 
ing   50.00 

By  Received  from  Pari-Mutuet  Spring  Meeting     ...  91. io 

By  Received  Gate  Money  for  Autumn  Meeting     ...  1,12145 

By  Received  for  Books  sold  for  Autumn  Meeting  ...  148.50 

By  deceived  lockey's  Licenses  for  Autumn  Meeting  30.00 

By  Received  Rent  of  Stables  for  Autumn  Meeting...  355-oo 
By  Received  Rent  of  Refreshment  Room  Autumn 

Meeting      50.00 

By  Received  Pari-Mutuel  for  Autumn  Meeting     ...  196.90 

By  Received  for  Presentation  Cups,  Auiuuin  Meeting  457  00 

$17,910  59 


dependencies. 

Due  for  1  Hokkaido  Pony  

Due  by  the  Collector,  less  his  salary; 


E.  &  O.  E. 
Yokohama,  January  20th,  1894. 


..$  80.00 
715.00 

$  79S.00 


Whittall, 
Hon.  I  reasurer. 


I  have  e  amined  the  Subscriptions  and  Vouchers  wiih  the 
Books,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

J.  Ramsay  Parsons. 

Mr.  Till  wished  to  know,  before  the  accounts  wei  e 
passed,  if  the  members  were  of  opinion  the  matter 
should  he  left  lo  the  discretion  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  Chairman  believed  that  was  so. 

Ml  Till  was  of  opinion  that  if  Mr.  Whittall 
knew  of  the  defalcations  in  May,  he  should  have 
acted  eaiher,  instead  of  waiting  till  October  lo 
liiing  the  matiei  befoie  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mi.  Whittall  acknowledged  he  had  not  in- 
formed  the  Fxecutive  Committee  as  a  body,  but 
had  bioughl  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  each  in- 
dividually. He  had  pointed  out  the  fatuity  ol 
impi  isoning  the  man,  who  might  have  taken  opium 
and  the  money  would  have  been  lost. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  only  infoimed  of  the 
mallei  in  July,  when  Mr.  Whittall  said  he  would 
use  his  endeavours  lo  set  the  matter  right. 

Mi.  Till  said  he  did  not  know  of  it  officially, 
he  was  not  told  by  Mi.  Whittall,  but  by  Mi. 
Baiid.  It  had  not  been  bionght  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Befoie  it  was  biought  befoie  them  they 
could  do  nothing. 

Mi.  Harris  thought  it  would  be  belter  lo  leave 
it  as  a  dependency. 

Mi  .  DoDDS  also  was  of  this  opinion. 

Mr.  Thomas  uiged  that  Mi.  Whittall  should 


be  hi  •  I  to  piosecule  the  mallei  thioiigh.  He 
had  I  a  keil  the  mallei  in  hand  and  he  should  see  it 

tin  cifjgh, 

Mi.  I'kakson  though  I  the  language  used  by 
Mi.  llamas  100  seveie.  A  Tieasuiei's  position 
was  a  ..lankless  one — little  thanks  and  more  CUH 
wo  1  ds. 

Mi.  Whittall  remarked  that  Mr.  XlioiMH 
had  been  mosl  abusive,  and  that  so  long  a9  he  wan 
a  member  of  the  Committee  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  v<  i ill  the  mailer  in  hand. 

Mi.  Walter  temaiked  it  would  be  the  new 
Trepsurer'a  duty  lo  attend  to  the  mailer. 

Mi.  Dodds  hoped  Mi.  Whittall  would  help.— 
(Heat ,  hear.) 

Mi.  Whittall  expressed  his   willingness  to 

do  so. 

Mi.  Till  remarked  thai  as  the  man  was  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Whittall,  that  gentleman  should 
do  all  he  could  lo  recovei  the  money. 

Mr,  Whittall  pointed  out  the  man  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Club. 

The  Chairman  said  it  had  been  settled  that  the 
Tieasiuei  take  the  matter  over  and  ask  Mr,  Whit- 
tail's  assistance.  Now  as  to  llie  accounts,  he  hoped 
they  would  be  adopted. 

Mi.  Thomas  then  explained  the  scheme  re  the 
lease  of  land  near  the  race  course.  He  thought 
it  would  be  well  to  acquiie  the  land.  It  had  for- 
meily  been  in  ihe  occupation  of  Mr.  Winstanley 
and  was  now  lying  waste.  If  the  Club  made  an 
offer  foi  (he  land  he  believed  it  Would  have  the 
consideration  of  i lie  Kencho.  There  was  altogether 
3,600  tsubo,  which  could  be  got  f or  a  1  en t al  of  $2IO, 
llie  foi  nun  lent  being  $420.  He  had  taken  esti- 
mates lor  railing  round  and  putting  up  stables, 
and  six  01  seven  paddocks  of  500  tsubo  with  siables 
able  to  hold  6  01  7  ponies  each.  The  cost  would 
he  $1,000  foi  the  first  year,  while  each  paddock 
could  he  lenled  for  $50  a  year  which  could  be 
made  use  of  for  disabled  ponies  and  animals  out 
ed  wot  k,  and  would  be  a  useful  adjunct  of  ihe  Club, 
Pievious  to  approaching  the  Government  on  the 
matter,  the  Committee  weie  desirous  of  obtaining 
the  consent  of  members. 

Mr.  Robison"  suggested  that  owners  be  con- 
sulted befoie  anything  was  done. 

Mi  .  Thomas  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mittee could  do  nothing  without  the  sanction  of 
1  he  members, 

Mr.  Till  said  they  wanted  the  power  only,  not 

lo  pledge  themselves. 

Mr.  Walter  pointed  out  the  advantages  of 

acquiring  th-  giound. 

Mi.  Harris  then  moved,  and  Mr.  Robison  se- 
conded, that  the  committee  be  empoweied  to  take 
steps  in  1  he  matter. 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  i ike  to  recom- 
mend one  gentlemen  to  the  committee,  the  Viscount 
de  Labi)',  who  he  was  sure  would  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  Club's  affairs.  He  would  not  be  a 
sleeping  member,  and  might  induce  others  to 
join.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Permanent  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Waller  had  lesigned  his  post  of  Vice- 
President.  A  vote  of  thanks  had  been  accoided 
him  and  his  resignation  accepted,  and  Dr.  Wheeler 
had  taken  his  place. 

While  the  balloting  was  going  on,  Mr.  PEARSON 
in oposed  a  vole  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Walter,  which 
was  passed  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  tead  a  letter  from  the  gentle- 
man offeiing  to  piocuie  ponies  at  Tientsin,  which 
laised  a  discussion  as  to  whether  they  could  be 
got  beie  in  lime  to  be  trained  for  the  races. 

The  lesuli  of  llie  balloting  was  then  announced 
as  follows  :— 

Mess.s.  Till,  Thomas,  Philip,  Mitchell,  Mitsu- 
hashi,  Knaff,  and  Viscounl  de  Labry. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  having  been  tendered 
the  Chair,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  DuNLOP 
seconded  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  lo  which  ihe  Chair- 
man briefly  responded,  the  meeting  separated. 


"IN  DARKEST  FESSO." 


The  lantein  exhibition  given  in  Kiel's  Building 
on  Ft  iday  evening  deserves  to  be  red-lettered  in 
(lie  calendar  of  the  Photogiapbic  Society  of  Japan. 
We  have  had  occasion  in  previous  years  lo  re- 
turn thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Society  for 
pleasant  evenings  given  by  them  to  their  Yoko- 
hama fi  iends,  but  never,  we  venture  to  think, 
have  the  acknowledgments  of  the  community  been 
moie  justly  bestowed  than  on  Friday  evening,  for 
never  has  an  audience's  gratification  been  more 
complete.  The  seating  ai  rangements  were  excel- 
lent, and  Ihe  Masonic  Hall  comfortably  filled. 
The  refieshment  department  also  left  nothing  lo 
desii  e.  As  for  the  lantei  n-views,  the  great  majority 
of  the  slides  were  enliiely  new  lo  mosl  piesent. 
Equally  entertaining  were  the  lectures  and  ad« 
dresses  given  during  the  course  of  the  evening  by 


152 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MATL. 


[Feb.  3,  1894. 


EH.  Van   dei    Heyden,    Dr.   A.  W.  Wood,  and 
Piofessor  Milne. 

The  exhibition  began  with  some  miscellaneous 
views  of  Japan,  the  woik  ol  members  of  the  Society. 
Then  a  set  of  views  from  Holland,  kindly  lent  by 
tlie  London  Camera  Club,  were  thrown  upon  the 
screen  and  a  lucid  explanation  of  the  different 
slides  given  by  Dr.  Van  der  Heyden,  who  briefly 
described  the  histoiic  land  of  dykes,  dunes,  wind- 
mills, and  sturdy  independence.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  this  display,  Dr.  A.  W.  Wood,  one  of 
the  honoiary  sect  etai  ies  of  the  Society,  took  advant- 
age of  a  thiee  minutes'  inteival  to  expatiate  upon 
the  i d >  11  ic  virtues  of  the  Society,  in  a  little  speech 
bubbling  over  with  keen  wit  and  kindly  humour. 
He  drew  attention  to  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
Society's  finances — so  flouiishing  in  fact,  that  the 
Treasurer's  mind  was  disliessed  at  the  thought  of 
the  increasing  accumulation  of  surplus,  which  no 
amount  of  cask-beer  given  away  at  the  monthly 
meetings  could  appreciably  diminish— and  the 
ecstatic  delights  which  the  companionship  of  its 
learned  and  clever  photographers  conferred  on 
ordinal  y  members.  The  Society  even  had  sent  a 
representative  to  London  last  summer,  who  had 
won  for  them  the  applause  of  a  Royal  Society.  The 
advantages  of  membership  weie  many,  but  they 
could  be  summarised  undei  three  headings.  First- 
ly, the  pleasuie  that  one  was  hound  to  get  out  of 
photogiaphy;  secondly,  the  opportunity  of  as- 
sociating with  supeiior  minds,  in  itself  a  libera 
education  ;  and  thirdly,  the  unlimited  free  refresh 
men!,  one  day  in  every  month,  so  long  as  a  membei 
was  resident  in  Japan. 

Professor  Milne's  illustrated    lecture,  entitled 
"In  Darkest  Yesso,"  was  an  account  of  his  jour 
neyings  in  the  island  some  two  years  ago.    It  was 
a  veiy  adventurous  trip,  and  some  of  the  views 
exhibited  showed  the  straits  to  which  the  Pi ofessot , 
his  English  fiiend,  and  two  Ainu  were  reduced  be- 
fore the  tour  was  finished.     Having  left  civilization 
behind,  Pi  of.  Milne  hired  a  dug-out  canoe,  and  in 
this  his  two  Amu  guides  paddled  the  party  round 
the  rock-bound  northern  coast.     The  sheer  cliffs 
were  continuous  and  thousands  of  feet  in  height, 
affoiding  no  hope  of  salvation  had  the  crank  craft 
capsized.     The  wondei  ful  giant  vegetation,  dense, 
pathless  foiesls,  and  active  volcanoes  of  the  island 
were  all  touched  upon,  particular  attention  being 
drawn  to  the  vnlcanoic  eruptions  of  sulphur  whic! 
distinguish    Hokkaido.    One  scene  depicted  the 
little  paity's  encampment  in  the  heail  of  the  forest 
dining  bad  weather.    The  hut  of  reeds  and  leaves 
let  in  wind,  light,  and  weathei   evei  ywher  e,  while 
the  evening's  illumination  was  pi  ovided  by  an  iiu 
provised  lamp,  made  from  a  sardine-tin   fed  by 
melted  butter.     Dining  the  passage  of  one  of  the 
rivers,  two  of  the  Ainu  guides  nearly  lost  their  lives 
ihiough   being   cauied   down    the   lapids.  They 
escaped  by  a  miiacle.    Portiaitsol  Ainu  folk  were 
also  shown,  as  well  as  distorted  photographs  of  the 
woi  thy  P.ofessor,  before  and  after  the  trip. 

Mi.  Ogawa,  of  Tokyo,  exhibited  some  slides  of 
the  Woi  Id's  Fair  and  Aiami,  the  latter  taken  at 
New  Yeai'stinie,  and  Mi.  Geo.  Brinkworth  cor 
irihuted  some  English  plates,  obtained  during  his 
recent  trip  home.  A  hearty  vole  of  thanks  was 
accorded  at  the  close  to  all  who  had  contributed  to 
the  evening's  enjoyment. 


ything  of  the  kind.     Why  ai  e  the  Club's  funds 
not  given  foi  collection  to  a  foieigner — a  man  who 
would  do  the  woe  k  piomptly  and  honestly  for  a 
small  commission  is  to  be  found  ?    The  only  answer 
possible  is  the  mismanagement  of  the  Committee. 
The    Chainnan    congi  aiulaled    the    meeting  on 
the  financial   condition  of    the  Club,  but  there 
does  not  appear   to  be  much  cause  for  congra- 
tulation  in    that    respect,    and   moie  especially 
ibis  the   case    if  the    Committee    are  to  be 
pei  milled  to  squander  the  few  dollars  that  have 
accumulated  in    the  acquisition    of  Wmstanley's 
laiiy  giound.     What  is  this  place  wauled  foi  ? 
I'he  only  apparent  object  is  to  pi  ovide  paddocks 
for  the   use   of  the   Committee   at  the  expense 
f  the  Club,  for  it  is  ceitain  that  no  members 
outside    the  Committee    would  have    a  chance 
of    obtaining   any    accommodation — "the  Com- 
mittee fiist,  the  rest   nowhere" — who  daiedeny 
that  would  be  the  motto  ?    If  the  thing  would  pay, 
let    the  Committee    join    hands    and  take  it  on 
iheir    own    account.      They    have    no    right  to 
waste  the  Club  funds  on  any  such  fanciful  fads, 
and  (he  members  owe  il  to  themselves  to  hold  a 
meeting  and  piotest  against  their  money  being 
billeted    away    on    any    such   wild-cat  scheme. 
I'here  has  been  loo  much  rope  allowed  the  Com- 
mute, and  individuals  have  taken    libeities  with 
the  Club's  funds  in  the  prosecution  of  fads  that 
should  have  been  devoted  to  the  legitimaiebusiness 
of  the  Club,  namely,  tacing.     Witness  the  money 
thrown  away  on  the  planting  of  tiees — the  fad  of 
an  individual.     Witness  the  money  thrown  away 
on  Par  i-mittnel  machine — il  and  its  1  epau  s  clos< 
a  thousand  dollars — the  fad  of  an  individual 


upon 


I  guess  the  "  almokphei  e  ' 
Respectfully,  &c., 
Januaiy  31st,  1894. 


is  not  yet  "  cleat  ed. 
CHEROKEE. 


THE  EUROPEAN  SITUATION. 


(From  an  Occasional  Correspondent.) 

Bet  I'm,  December  141I1,  1893. 
So  long  as  smokeless  powder  was  uol  introduced 
il  was  cousideied  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  to 
oblam,  dining  a  battle,  a  cleai  view  of  the  disposi 
lion  of  the  foices  engaged.    The  same  difficulty 
exists  during  great  political  events:  an  estimate 
ol  the  exact  lelalions  between  the  Powers  engaged 
must  lie  made  with  extieine  caution.    This  course 
hould   especially  be  recommended  in  regaid 

loi  uied  on  the  visit  of  1  he  Russians 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE  NIPPON  RACE  CLUB. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
SIR, — Although  the  Chairman  at  the  meeting 
yesteiday  had  the  members  well  in  hand,  I 
repoited  as  having  been  compelled  to  put  a  slop 
to  «' personal  recriminations  "  inpiogiess.  TI 
tneinbeis  of  the  Nippon  Race  Club  do  not  appear 
to  be  a  happy  family,  and  il  is  stated  that  several 
attended  yestei  day's  meeting  with  the  intention  of 
ailing  their  pet  grievances  and  generally  having 
it  out  with  the  Committee,  but  the  altitude  of 
the   Chairman  prevented   this,   which,  perhap 
is  just  as  well,  though  the  speaker  who  suggested 
that    the    "atmosphere"    had    been    "  cleared" 
is  entirely  wrong,  there  being    moie  smoulder- 
ing discontent — because  the  discontent  has  been 
suppiessed — than    evei  ;    and    the    eai  s    of  the 
Committee  would  have  smaitly  tingled  could  ihey 
haveheaid  what  passed  al  an  informal  meeting 
aflei  wards.    Of  course  the  defalcation  incident 
was  discussed,  and  the  remaikof  the  delinquent 
Committeeman   that    "the   loss    was  tluongh  no 
caielessness  on  his  part  "  strongly  commented  on, 
and  I  say  right  heie  that  it  was  generally  cou- 
sideied lo  be  the  grossest  caielessness.  Imagine 
a  Chinaman  being  given  leceipls  for  a  large  sum 
of  money    without   making  a  letum  at    the  e'd 
of  every  day  he  was  sent  out  collecting.    No  man 
with  the  meanest  business  capacity  can  imagine 


any  opinion 

to  Toulon  and  Paris.     It  is  necessaiy  to  leave  ill 
excitement  of  the  moment,  the  effects  of  speei  lie 
and   loving  cups  to   pass  off  bcfoie  forming  an 
opinion  on  the  real  merits  ol  the  event 

Now,  however,  light  begins  10  dawn  gradually 
I'he  outlines  of  the  political  positions  ai  e  becom 
log  more  and  more  distiict,  the  time  has  come 
when  facts  can  be  distinguished  fiom  illusions. 

The  piimary  question  in  legaid  to  this  inteiesl 
nig  episode  of  couiempoi  ary  lustoi  y  now  is  whelhei 
actually  a  tieaty  of  alliance  has  been  conclude 
between  Russia  and  Fiance,  and  to  this  we  must 
attach  the  second  question,  whether,  if  such  an  ar 
langement  has  nol  yet  been  concluded,  the  respec 
live  inteiests  of  the  two  powers  aie  so  much  bourn 
up  together  that  joint  action    may  be  count e 
upon  in  the  event  of  either  of  them  taking  ihe 
initiative  of  declaring  war 

Regarding  the  fiist,  il  must  be  granted,  that  so 
far  Ihe  existence  of  a  Ti  eaty  of  Alliance  bet  ween 
ihe  two  Powers  has  never  officially  or  semioffi 
cially  been  announced,  or  slated  on  any  responsibl 
authority,  either  in  Russia  or  in  Fiance 

Regaiding  the  existence  of  some  secret  agree 
meut,  theie  have  been,  H  is  line,  vaiious  repoits  ii 
circulation,  but  none  of  them  are  leally  worihy  o 
particular  fan h.  The  consideration  alone  of  the  1 
laiionsin  the  past  bet  ween  fiance  and  Russia  should 
biingany  one  to  the  conclusion  that  the  chances 
are  altogethei  against  the  fact  of  any  such  treaty 
being  concluded.  The  basis  of  any  alliance  musi 
be  pie-supposed  lo  depend  on  the  existence  of 
identical  interests,  the  attainment  of  common  ob- 
jects, or  the  lesistance  to  a  common  enemy.  But 
in  ihe  case  of  Russia  and  Fiance  not  one  of  these 
primary  conditions  can  be  found.  Even  ihe  main- 
tenance of  the  European  peace,  lately  lepeal 
edly  put  forward,  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  suffi- 
cient motive,  for  whilst,  owing  to  the  eminently 
pacific  intentions  of  the  Empeiorof  Russia,  this 
may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Russian 
policy.il  must  unfortunately  be  admitted  that  on 
ihe  side  of  ihe  Ft  ench  a  similar  desii  e  is  only  condi- 
tional. For  if  il  wet  e  not  so,  the  pi  imary  condition 
for  ihe  maintenance  of  peace  would  seem  to  he  on 
1  heir  pait  ihe  intention  of  a  stiict  adherence  to  ihe 
existing  Tteaties  ol  Peace.  And  is  not  there 
storation  of  Alasace-Lon  aine  and  the  phantom  of 
revenge  an  almost  dogmatical  article  of  French 


political  pa  1  ties  and  as  such  com  1  at  y  to  the  li eaties 
of  peace  concluded  with  Geiinany  ? 

The  preservation  of  the  peace  ol  Europe  alone 
could  theiefoie  not  have  been  the  motive  foi  esla- 
blishiog  the  Russo-Fi  ench  entente  as  far  as  Fi  ance  is 
concerned,  for  one  of  the  contr  acting  parties  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  the  fiist  to  bi  eak  it. 
And  does  there  really  exist  another  object  of  com- 
mon political  intei  est  foi  both  pai  ties?  Heielhecur- 
reiits  will  be  found  lo  run  in  diametrically  opposite 
directions.    The  Russian  policy  has,  for  centuiies 
past,  had  but  one  aim,  the  command  of  the  Bos- 
phoi  us  in  oidei  to  have  a  free  outlet  on  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea.     Has  France  ever  encouraged  this 
tendency,  or  is  Fiance,  in  consequence  of  her  ani- 
mosity against  Germans,  now  leady  to  resign  her 
testige  in  the  Levant  and  to  foiget  with  the  sacri- 
fices made   during  the  past?      (For  instance  lire 
Crimean  War?).     And  all  this  for  the  sake  of  a 
doubtful  chance  of  revenge.     The  disadvantages 
f  such  a  policy  would  be  uiteily  oul  of  proportion 
to  any  possible  gain.      No  Fiench  Cabinet  could 
esisl  the  pnpulai   storm  laised  by  any  such  con- 
cession for  a  single  week.    To  make  this  clear  we 
need  only  imagine  a  Convention  in  which  Article  I 
would  lead  : — *    "  In  consider ation  of  thesuppott 
promised  by  his  Majesly  the  Emper  or  of  Russia 
for  a  reconstruction  of  the  frontiers  established  by 
he  Treaty  of    Frankfort  in    1871,    the  French 
Republic  hereby  formally  consents  to  cancel  the 
tipulalions  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  1850,  and 
the  Tiealy  of  Beilin  of  1 878,  and  to  admit  the 
advance  of  Russia  act  oss  the  Balkans,  the  occupa- 
iou  of  Constantinople,  and  the  Russian  naviga- 
tion into  and  about  the  entire  basin  of  the  Medi- 
terranean.     In   oider  to  assist  ihe  realization  of 
his  object,  the  naval  and  military  forces  of  the 
Kepublic  will,  upon   the  declaration   of   war  by 
Russia,  assist  and  suppoit  the  Russian  advance 
according  lo  the  terms  of  the  military  convention 
concluded  this  day."  f 

And  believing  even  for  a  second  that  any 
French  minister  would  be  willing  to  sign  a  document 
of  ihe  sort  with  a  "  reservntio  mentalis" — would 
not  Russian  diplomacy,  astute  and  fai-sighted  as 
it  has  always  been,  insist  that  the  eastern  pari  of 
(he  common  programme  should  be  executed  fiist  : 
in  other  words,  fiist  Constantinople,  and  after- 
wards  we  will  see  about  Melz  and  Strassburg. 

If  we  look  from  questions  of  foieign  policy  lo 
ihe  interests  of  domestic  policy,  we  discover  still 
gi  eater  diveigences  between  the  patties  which  are 
tiler  ly  incapable  of  reconciliation.  On  the  one 
side,  the  ideal  of  libet  ly,  fraternity,  and  equality 
1  educed  lo  a  Conciele  form  of  Goveininenl,  the 
F  ench  Republic.  On  the  olhei ,  the  realization 
and  maintenance  of  an  attlnctatic  and  absolute 
form  ol  government,  the  Russian  Empire,  in- 
timately connected  with  the  inteiests  of  ihe  Im- 
perial dynasty  which  notably  are  the  object  of  the 
piimary  care  of  the  Czar.  Is  France  likely  to 
change  her  foi  m  of  government  for  the  sake  of 
pleasing  Russia,  or  is  Alexander  II.  likely  lo 
proclaim  a  constitution  to  facilitate  a  closer  ap- 
proach" to  the  Republic?  It  is  difficult  to  say 
which  of  these  I  wo  al  lei  natives  sou  mis  in  01  e  absiu  d, 
for  ill ey  are  uiteily  inconsistent  with  ihe  first 
principles  on  which  each  of  lliese  two  States  are 
formed. 

We  come  to  ihe  examination  of  the  last  of  our 
premises.  Is  theie  a  common  enc  y  In  combat? 
Even  on  this  point,  if  we  look  closely  into  the 
■natter,  we  must  recognise  thai  there  exists  no 
common  enemy  to  Russia  and  Fiance — Germany 
has  never  openly  or  secretly  interfered  in  the 
Russian  Oriental  policy.  Even  ihe  terms  of  the 
Ti  iple  Alliance  leave  this  question  entirely  open, 
and  Russia  carr,  if  she  avoids  attacking  Austria, 
continue  to  play  het  old  game,  as  far  as  Germany 
in  concerned.  As  Btsmaick  lately  said  through 
his  01  gans,  the  avowed  enemy  o I  Russia  is  England, 
and  Ihe  ptetended  enemy  ol  France  is  Germany, 
so  both  paities,  that  is  Russia  and  Fiance,  have 
diffet  en  t  objects  to  hale  or  to  feat,  each  of  litem 
feels  itself  wionged  and  injured  by  a  different 
paity.  And  to  complete  ihe  argument  it  must  be 
remembered  that  between  England  and  Germany 
there  exists  no  tieaty  of  alliance,  nol  even  ihe 
outlines  of  a  common  action  against  Russia  or 
Ft  ance  ;  hence  even?  this  pi  elext  for  hostility  falls 
to  the  gr  ound. 


*  Napoleon  III.  said  on  March  2,  1854,  in  his  crown  speech: 
"  France  has  as  n  uch  and  perhaps  more  interest  than  Engl.n*! 
that  Russia  should  not  extend  indefinitely  to  Constantinople, 
for  to  reign  over  Constantinople  would  be  reigning  over  the 
Mediterranean,  which  forms  300  leagues  of  our  coast.  Besides, 
this  poiicy  dates  not  fr.>m  >  esterday  :  for  centuries  every  national 
governine  t  of  France  has  sustained  the  same." 

f  According  to  Notowich  ("  L'Empereur  Alexandre  III.  et  Son 
Entourage")  Paris  1893,  the  following  protocol  v.  as  signed  in 
Kronstact : — 

Art.  x.  '•  Russia  engages  to  support  France  aeainst  everv 
aggression  of  a  foreign  power  and  to  plac*-  on  foot  600,000  mm 
on  the  day  of  the  declaration  of  war.  France  undertakes  the 
identical  engagement  " 

Art.  a.  "  Ihe  two  contracting  powers  reserve  to  themselves 
entire  liberty  of  action  in  case  one  of  them  should  think  it  desir- 
able to  take  the  initiative  ol  declaring  war." 


Feb.  3l  1894.] 
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Hut  is  it  possible  lli.it  millions  of  people  should 
till  •  1  almost  CtaZy  Willi  delight  Oil  tile  appeaiance 
of  a  few  K11ssi.u1  ships  ami  sailotsP  Surely  llieie 
must  b«  some  cause  for  tliis  outburst  of  intuitive 
sympathy,  for  ibis  overflow  of  feeling, 

Well,  llieie  exists  something  '',e  polit ich I 
constellation,  something  actual,  and  this  something 
is  of  gieal  value  to  the  Fiencll,  if  tliey  choose  to 
recognise  it. 

Fiance  was,  it  is  known,  placed  by  BisniHick's 
policy  hitherto  in  an  isolated  position.  He  had 
succeeded  ill  establishing  not  only  one  of  the 
siroogesl  possible  coalitions  against  Fiance,  but 
had  also  made  no  secret  of  his  intenlion  lo  1  educe 
her  lo  utter  impotency,  if  ever  she  dat  ed  again  lo 
tiouble  the  peace.  To  bleed  hei  lo  death  111  (his 
case — "Seigner  a  Blanc"-— weie  the  haish  words 
in  which  he  expressed  his  fnliire  intentions  loWai  ds 
Fiance  if  she  ever  attempted  lo  meet  Geimany 
again.  To  a  highly  sensitive  and  patriotic  people 
this  peihaps  well  meant  and  timely  warning 
sounded  more  like  a  shout  of  defiance,  and  certainly 
was  easily  mis-interpreted  by  the  Fiencli  pi  ess 
into  an  evidence  <f  further  dangerous  intentions 
harboured  by  BismaicU  against  Fiance.  'litis 
made  the  condition  of  international  ostracism  still 
more  unbeatable,  and  caused  Fiance  lo  make  still 
greater  efforts  to  complete  her  military  piepaia 
tions,  and  though  the  vision  of  revenge  may  have 
contributed  somewhat  to  the  popularity  of  the 
sacrifices  required,  the  real  motives  for  the  French 
nation  were  to  a  gieat  extent  the  fear  that  Ger- 
many might  again  over-run  Fiance  on  the  slightest 
provocation.  By  the  close  alliance  between  Get- 
many  and  Ausliia,  and  the  adheience  of  Italy, 
Russia  found  itself  in  a  somewhat  similar  isolated 
position  to  that  of  France. 

Russia  also  found  out  that  it  was  of  primary 
necessity  to  refoi  in  the  Em  opean  balance  of  powei 
in  her  favour,  peihaps  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of 
promoting  her  future  objects  as  for  the  sake  of 
■  preset  ving  Iter  de  facto  position  in  the  Danubian 
Valley  against  the  advance  of  Austria,  which 
Russia  eironeously  believed  lo  be  countenanced 
by  Germany.  It  was  for  Russia  at  first  ptobably 
an  experimental  move  on  the  political  ch ess-boa  1  d— 
peihaps  made  not  without  considei  able  misgivings 
as  to  its  ultimate  effects,  for  in  again  inli  oduciug 
Fiance  as  an  impoitant  parly  in  the  Emopean 
Areopagus,  Russia  was  not  altogether  leassuied 
that  this  combination  would  also  turn  the  balance 
in  herfavoui  in  hei  Easlei  n  policy.  What  peihaps 
may  have  overcome  these  sciuples  and  hastened 
the  appioch,  was  the  observation  that  between  the 
Triple  Alliance  and  Gieat  Biitain  a  tendency  of 
1  appi  ochement  was  making  itself  fell. 

The  French  fleet  was  now  admitted  to  pay  its 
visit  at  Kionsladt,  and  the  "  flit  lation  "  became 
set  ions.  This  move  was  soon  followed  up  on  Ger 
many's  pat  t  by  the  gigantic  inci  ease  of  her  militaty 
strength  "  lo  enable  her  to  cany  on  a  war  on  two 
fronts  if  necessary,"  and  also  by  attempts  which 
weie  evidently  successful  in  placing  the  friendly 
relation  between  the  two  Impeiial  Houses  on  die 
intimate  fooling  they  had  been  of  old,  especially 
by  means  of  the  coidial  relations  established  be- 
tween the  Emperor  and  the  Czaiewitch  dining  his 
visit  to  Beilin.  However,  the  oppposition  of  ihe 
agricultural  interests  in  Get  many  ha  ve  I  hi  own  great 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Impeiial  Chancellor's 
desii  e  to  attach  Russia  more  fii  mly  to  Get  many  by 
ties  of  commeice,  especially  by  facilities  gi  anted  lo 
the  impoi  t  of  Russian  cereals.  But,  in  the  meantime, 
the  goodwill  in  this  respect  has  no  doubt  been  t  e- 
maiked  in  St.  Peteisburg  and  produced  its  effects. 
The  Russian  fleet  returned  the  Fiencli  visit  ii, 
is  li  tie,  and  was  1  eceived  with  the  greatest  honours 
and  "  etnpi  essement."  But  was  the  "empiesse- 
ment  "  on  the  Russian  side  as  great  ?  Wet  e  not  the 
officials'  speeches,  llie  Czar's  telegiatns,  the  whole 
chaiactei  of  the  visit,  as  far  as  the  Russians  weie 
concerned,  calculated  to  throw  cold  water  on  the 
French  ultimate  aspiiations?  Theie  was  not  the 
slightest  allusion  lo  Third  Parties.  On  the  con- 
trary, genet  al  peace  was  ostensibly  the  primary 
object  to  be  seemed  by  the  established  sympathy 
between  the  two  nations,  and  il  speaks  ceilainly 
highly  foi  the  Fiencli  that  they  diligently  adheied 
in  theit  demonsti alions  to  the  peaceable  paiole 
given  out  al  St.  Petersburg. 

This  review  of  the  situation  may  be  summed 
up  by  repealing  that  nothing  justifies  the  assump 
lion  that  an  alliance  exists  between  Russia  and 
France,  or  that  whatever  influence  the  Russo- 
French  entente, -if  we  may  so  call  it,  exetcises 
on  the  general   political  aspect  of   Europe  will 
be  contrary  to  the  peace  of  Europe.    Whether  in 
the  Fai  East  the  entente  may  not  produce  other 
symptoms,  is  quite  another  question,  for  it  is  evi 
dent  that  Fiance  will,  wherever  she  can,  assist 
Russia  in  her  eastern  interests,  and  vice  versa  we 
my  look  foi  wai  d  lo  Russia's  sei  vices  lo  F'  auce  mil 
side  bet  own  hunting  ginuuds  in  Asia.    A  joint  ac- 
tion in  specific  Eastern  Asiatic  questions,  especially 


wheie  Bt  it  inli  interest*  ai'e  In  be  encnuuteied,  i« 

I  hei  etot  e  not  by  Nil V  means  excluded  fl out  tilt  pi  o- 
gl amine,  and  the  independent  Asiatic  States,  as 
well  81  the  Indian  Kmpiie,  may  be  die  Rill  to  leel 
the  shock  and  to  have  lo  counlei  act  its  effects. 

Beyond  this,  everything  in  Eiuope  will  for  the 
piesent  temaiti  as  ni  old  :  in  ihe  Balkan  Stales  the 
iincei  tainly  of  affaiis  will  continue,  though  Russia 
will  not  depart  fiom  hei  piesent  policy  limited  lo 
the  maintenance  of  llie  status  quo.  As  fai  as 
German  influence  will  haveau  effect  upon  Austria, 
it  will  not  countenance  any  too  active  action  on 
Austria's  pail,  and  hence  the  danger  of  conflict 
arising  out  of  the  Eastern  question  is  foi  ihe  mo- 
ment avoided.  The  relations  between  Fiance  and 
Geimany  will  ceilainly  not  lie  worse  on  account  of 
ihe  deflated  Kitssian  friendship.  On  the  con 
Ii  at  y,  Gei  many  can  considei  hei  self  foi  lunate  that 
Russia  was  chosen  by  Fiance  as  fiiend.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Czar  is  eminently  pacific,  and 
the  sober  advice  of  his  Chancellei  le  can  only  be 
pi  oduclive  of  happy  results.  This,  coupled  with 
the  glowing  conviction  in  Fiance  that  she  has  no 
reason  to  feat  any  attack  from  Geimany  unless 
piovoked  by  bet  own  action,  will  go  a  long  way 
towards  calming  down  Ihe  ueivousness  and  irrita- 
tion which  by  then  oulbiiisls  have  often  caused 
alai  m  to  the  world  in  geueial. 

In  the  meantime,  the  great  social  questions  and 
the  danger  from  the  anarchist  quaiterseem  gra- 
dually to  be  on  the  increase,  and  these  may 
counteract  to  a  great  extent  the  in tet  national 
political  discoid.  They  will  lot  ce  all  governments, 
Fiance  included,  to  a  genetal  defensive  and  re- 
pressive action  for  theii  individual  and  mutual 
preservation,  and  il  is  possible  (hat  the  sense  of 
this  common  danger  befoi  e  (hem  will  finally  biing 
about  a  better  and  dm  able  uudei  standing  bet  ween 
the  Powers  than  diplomacy  has  been  able  to 
realise  for  ihe  last  quarter  of  a  centuty. 


LETTER  FROM  SCOTLAND. 


(From  an  Occasional  Correspondent.) 

Edinburgh,  November  30th,  1893. 
In  the  Edinburgh  Chess  Club  lately  we  had  a 
visit  from  Mi.  Bl.itkbinne.  One  afternoon  and 
evening  he  gave  us  a  specimen  of  his  powers  as  a 
blindfold  player.  Six  of  the  first  and  second  class 
of  playei  s  encountei  ed  him.  The  Ptesident  played 
a  close  defence,  and  after  two  bouts  accepted  an 
offeied  diaw.  No,  2  resigned  soon  aftei  wards. 
No.  5  was  played  by  the  Secretaiy,  who  offeied 
his  queen's  pawn  at  the  fust  move.  This  Mi.  Black 
bin  ne  did  not  caie  for  much  —  it  was  out  of  his 
usual  gioove.  However,  he  took  the  pawn,  and 
finally  offei  ed  a  diaw.  The  game  ought  to  have 
been  a  win  for  him,  as  Black's  queen  got  badly 
blocked — but  it  was  1  alher  an  intt  icate  position  foi 
the  blindfold  player  to  grasp.  No.  6iefused  an 
Evans;  and  got  badly  beaten  in  consequence.  Mi. 
Blackbm  tie  played  a  bold  but  risky  game,  by  which 
hecaptuied  a  took  with  his  queen,  and  left  only 
one  mode  of  exit  after  (wo  moves  ;  but  Black  failed 
lo  play  the  one  set  of  moves  that  would  have  won 
the  queen.  No.  5  was  offeied  a  draw  but  thought 
he  had  (he  better  of  it.  So  the  game  continued  until 
each  was  left  with  a  took  and  pawns  in  equal 
number,  when  Blackbtirne  again  offeied  a  diaw 
although,  as  he  said,  he  had  the  winning  position 
with  pawns  stronger  on  the  queen's  side.  The 
game  would  ptobably  have  been  a  long  uninterest- 
ing end  game,  but  theie  is  little  question  that  the 
blindfold  player  would  have  won,  as  Black  hap- 
pened to  be  1  at  hei  weak  ill  pawn  play.  Ii  was  with 
boa  1  d  No.  3  thai  I  he  Mas(et  had  (he  toughest  play. 
The  opening  was  Kiesei  it  zky 's  King's  Gambit; 
and  Black  got  an  eai  ly  altac'K  with  queen  knight 
and  pawn.  Two  of  us  sat  down  for  a  shot  t  lime 
near  Mr,  Blackbuine  to  watch  his  face,  as  he  sal 
smoking  with  his  back  to  the  boatds.  My  fiiend 
lemaiked,  "  It's  no  canny."  At  the  moment  Mi. 
Blai  kbin  ne  was  deeply  engaged  with  No.  3.  Aflet 
sevetal  sighs  and  shakes  of  the  head,  and  a  long 
stillness,  he  al  last  called  out  llie  move;  then  look- 
ing at  us  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye  he  said,  "  I  don't 
like  that  knight."  And  the  knight  was  trouble- 
some. Black,  however,  had  not  a  sufficient  fotce 
to  push  his  attack.  He  was  dilatory  in  btinging 
out  his  other  pieces.  Also  he  did  not  exchange 
queens  when  it  was  for  his  advantage  so  to  do  ; 
and  in  the  end,  While  turned  the  tables  and 
scot  ed  a  third  win. 

The  blindfold  games  were  very  instructive  to 
the  onlookers,  chiefly  by  reason  of  Mr.  Black- 
burne's  own  commentaries  as  he  went  along.  He 
would  often  suggest  what  his  opponent's  best 
move  was.  Al  Ihe  end  of  the  last  game  he  said 
ihat  the  game  had  been  mm  e  than  iistiall)  interest 
nig,  and  was  especially  0 >nipl mien  1  a ■  y  lo  the 
lellet,  Mi.  Mills,  who  is  the  best  playei  we  have  ill 


Edinburgh,  being,  indeed,  himself  a  blindfold 
ailepl . 

On  the  next  day,  Mi.  Blackbuine  played  15 
simultaneous  games  against  all  comers,  I  went 
down  eatly  lo  look  on,  but  was  fenced  lo  lake  a 
boatd.  Their  was  a  good  deal  of  good,  humoured 
chaff  going  ;  and  so  long  as  I  was  there  not  even  a 
di  aw  was  scot  ed  against  the  mailer,  In  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  and  evening,  some  33  games 
weie  played,  of  which  Iwo  weie  diawn  and  two 
weie  lost  by  Mr.  Blackbuine.  He  gave  me  a 
King's  Gambit,  and  I  felt  quite  satisfied  in  having 
kept  him  al  aim's  length  for  i\  hours.  On  the 
271I1  move  he  had  won  a  pawn,  and  was  about  to 

win  another,  so  I  resigned.    Dining  the  first  two 

hours,  Mi.  Blackbuine  played  at  an  avetage  late 
of  fully  3  moves  a  minute. 

Exactly  a  fortnight  after  Mr.  Blackbuine  had 
inteiested  the  few,  came  Genetal  Lotd  Roberts  to 
t-xcite  the  many.  The  prime  put  pose  of  his  visit 
was  lo  open  the  Session  of  the  Royal  Scottish 
Geogt  aphical  Society.  All  Scotsmen  in  Scotland, 
and  the  still  gr  eater  number  of  our  compati  iots  out 
of  Scotland,  should  become  membets  of  this  young 
but  vigoi  ous  Society.  It  publishes  a  monthly  maga- 
zine full  of  geographical,  economical,  and  ethnolo- 
gical infoi  mation  of  all  kinds.  Some  of  its  feat  111  es 
have  been  teceutly  imitated  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Royal  Geogt  aphical  Society.  In  addition  to  con- 
cise excel  pts  from  foi  eign  geographical  magazines, 
we  always  have  two  or  more  original  at  tides.  By 
payment  of  a  guinea  a  year,  each  member  not  only 
gels  a  distinct  return  in  the  Monthly  Magazine, 
but  he  has  the  further  satisfaction  of  soppoitiug  a 
Society  which  has  a  ttue  yaison  d'etre  in  a  country 
whose  sous  are  geographically  ubiquitous.  AH 
lovets  of  Scott,  and  all  having  (he  remotest  interest 
in  Scott's  Land,  have  simply  10  write  the  Secretary 
here  to  reap  the  advantages;  for  the  Society  is 
established  on  a  popular  basis,  and  unlike  its  big 
exclusive  bi other  of  London,  warmly  welcomes 
Lady  Membets. 

Bui  lo  return  to  Lord  Roberts.  On  the  Fiiday 
evening  the  Heio  of  Kandahar  gave  an  addi  ess  on 
"India,  a  Retrospect,"  before  a  brilliant  Edin- 
buigh  audience.  The  address  was  very  masterly, 
and  gave  a  succinct  picluie  of  the  development  of 
India  from  the  years  pieceding  the  Mutiny,  and 
a  broad  and  sound  presentation  of  the  ptiuciples 
on  which  we  should  continue  lo  govern  oui  Eastern 
Empire.  Theie  was  nothing  of  the  pessimist  in 
Lord  Robetts.  In  his  eye,  England  was  of  all 
count  lies  the  best  fitted  to  rule,  lo  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned,  the  vat  ied  races  inhabiting  India. 
What  she  had  done  in  ihe  past,  she  could  haidly 
fail  in  continuing  lo  do  in  the  future. 

On  the  Saturday,  Lord  Robetts  appeared  at 
many  functions,  twoof  which  merit  special  mention. 
In  the  forenoon  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.D. 
ftom  the  University,  at  a  meeting  convened  for 
the  purpose.  The  ceieinony  lasted  a  very  short 
time,  and  the  students  in  vain  tried  to  get  His 
Lordship  to  make  a  speech.  The  reception  was 
none  the  less  hearty,  however  ;  and,  when  the  time 
came,  the  students  unharnessed  the  horses,  and, 
buckling-to  pulled  the  General's  carriage  for  neatly 
two  miles  thiough  the  streets  of  Edinburgh. 

In  the  afternoon,  Loid  Roberts  was  presented 
with  the  Fieedotn  of  the  City.  In  thanking  the 
Lord  Piovost  and  Council  for  the  honour  they  had 
done  him,  he  delivered  a  really  able  speech,  speak- 
ing with  a  facility  and  expression  which  are  tarely 
heard, except  ftom  thelips  of  acknowledged  oratots. 
One  great  interest  in  the  ceremony  was  ihe  pte- 
sence  of  neatly  200  veterans,  many  of  whom  had 
served  under  Roberts  in  India.  These  weie  all 
di  essed  in  civilian  clothes  and  bore  their  medals 
on  their  left  bt  easts.  When  Lot  d  and  Lady  Ro- 
betts en  let  ed  the  Hall,  all  1  ose,  and  the  old  soldiers 
gave  thiee  stentotian  cheers  with  a  ptecisiou  and 
volume  that  only  men  tiained  to  united  action 
could  give.  A  litile  later,  the  Lotd  Piovost  in  his 
speech  leferred  to  the  presence  of  these  veterans, 
"  many  of  whom  your  Lordship  has  led  on  to  vic- 
tory." Up  they  sprang  to  their  feet,  and  once 
again  filled  ihe  hall  with  their  well  rounded  cheers. 
Ihe  scene  was  thtilling.  Still  again,  when  the 
new  burgess  1  eceived  the  usual  silver  casket  into 
his  hands,  these  woi  lines  rose  and  cheered  to  the 
echo.  The  civilian  audience  applauded  them.  Lord 
Robetts,  in  his  speech,  paid  a  graceful  ttibute 
lo  the  qualities  of  the  soldiers  of  all  ranks,  with- 
out which  he  could  himself  have  effected  nothing. 
For  a  font  th  time,  as  if  moved  by  one  spit  it, 
the  veleiaus  sptaug  to  their  feet  and  pealed 
forth  their  hearty  response.  A  final  thiee  times 
thiee  completed  the  ovation  as  the  General  re- 
tired. Before  this,  however,  he  walked  tound 
amongst  them  and  shook  hands  with  those  he 
recognised,  and  just  before  leaving  said  how 
pleased  he  had  been  to  meet  them,  and  how  glad 
he  was  to  see  them  all  doing  so  well  in  civil  life. 
A  pailicularly  tnleie-ting  pail  of  his  speech  pro- 
pel was  his  icfcieuCc  to  the  icluctaiice  ot  Biilislt 
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capi'ahsls  lo  invest  their  money  ill  Indian  iail- 
ways.  Willi  the  exception  of  a  few  used  fqi 
almost  purely  uulilaiy  purposes,  Indian  railways 
weie  distinctly  profitable,  and  lie  was  surprised 
Ihat  capitalists  did  not  step  in  and  help  to  develop 
lliem.  The  Government  was  unable  to  do  moie 
than  was  absolutely  necessary.  He  hoped  a  fuller 
knowledge  of  India  and  India's  needs  would  soon 
have  the  desil  ed  effect.  The  g.  eater  our  stake  in 
llie  country,  the  more  secme  our  hold  upon  it.  In 
all  lord  Robert's  utterances,  the  key-note  is  the 
naval  sup.emacy  of  G.eat  Britain.  The  I  ictorta 
disaster  has  awakened  a  great  interest  in  our 
Navy,  and  the  Government  seems  to  be  bestirring 
itself  in  the  mattei .  . 

The  Ardlamont  Mystery  bids  fan  lo  be  one  ot 
the  most  exciting  criminal  cases  that  Scotland  has 
had  for  many  long  years.  The  case  for  the  Crown 
looks  strong.    The  accused,  Mr.  Monson,  and  the 
vanished  Mr.  "Scott,"  are  believed  to  have  at- 
tempted, in  the  fiist  instance,  to  drown  Mr.  Ham- 
brough    (who  could  not  swim)  in  a  leaky  boat. 
This  failed,  so  they  are  supposed  then  to  have  had 
recourse  to  powder  and  shot.    The  tin  ee  sallied 
(01  th  one  morning   on  an  innocent  shooting  ex- 
pedition.    A  short  time  after,  a  few  shots  weie 
heard,  and  a  little  later,  Mi.  Monson  tepo.led  his 
youthful  companion  dead— pi esumably  accidental 
suicide.     He  seems  to  have  given  the  alai  in  in  a 
very  leisurely  manner.     Meanwhile,  the  mysteri- 
ous  Mr.  "Scott"  vanished   into    thin  air.  One 
romantic  but  altogether  absurd  llieoiy  was  that  he 
was  Mrs.  Monson   in   disguise.     The  police,  how- 
ever, declare  they  know    him    well    by  seveial 
aliases;  and  a  rewa.d  of  £200  is  now  offered  foi 
his  discovery.    Suspicion  as  to  foul  play  was,  as 
is  not  unusual  in  such  cases,   an  afterthought. 
The  body  of  the  young  man  was  exhumed  and  ihe 
wound  on  the  back  of  the  head  carefully  inspect 
ed.     One  pail  of  the  case   for   the  piosecution  is 
that  such   a  wound  could   not  have  been  self- 
inflicted  ill  the  ciicumstances.    Staitling  revela- 
tions ai  e  expected  as  the  ti  ial  goes  on  ;  and  people 
aie  arranging  prospeci ively  their  bonis  of  leisme, 
so  as  10  be  able  to  atieud  the  Com  t  in  peison  and 
expei  ience  all  the  excitement  of  the  moment.  Ii 
is  said  that  manageis  of  theaties  have  aheady 
been  offered  dramas  based  upon  the  case.  What 
exact  line  of  defence  will  be  taken  by  the  accused 
lias  not  transpired,.    There  aie  many  ugly  bits  of 
evidence  which  will  require  much  ingenuity  to  ex 
plain  away.    Theie  is  no  popular  feeling  in  the 
man's  favour;  for  unfoi  lunaiely  his  whole  careei 
is  rather  a  chequered  one.    Willi  the  deep  Biilisli 
instinct  for  fairplay  there  has  been,  however,  no 
prejudgment.    We  are  all  content  to  hold  judg 
ment  in  suspense,  and  watch  the  development  of 
this  "  plot"  in  real  life. 

As  I  send  off  this  letter,  the  third  day  of  the 
trial  has  ended.  The  evidence,  though  circum 
stanlial,  is  very  strong  lhat  there  was  foul  play. 
Pellet  marks  on  neighbouring  trees,  demonsli  at- 
ing  so  much  "spread"  of  shot,  piove  in  a  most 
scientific  manner  that  the  shot  must  have  come 
from  about  nine  feet  behind  the  victim's  head, 
supposing  he  fell  wheie  the  body  was  found.  But 
full  repoits  will  be  found  in  all  the  London  papers. 
The  Aidlamout  Myslery  is  the  one  excitement  of 
the  season,  all  over  the  country. 


in  the  Parliament  weie  Healed  with  such  courtesy 
and  impai  tialitv  as  seemed  lo  many  excessive, 
and  as  ihey  a.e  now  failing  lo  manifest  towaids 
Christianity,  In  the  scales  of  justice  and  hi  olhet  l\ 
love  ihe  balance  is  against  ihnn  and  in  favour  of 
the  Christian  spiiit  of  ihe  Pirrfiattieut. 

The  Chinese  Y.M.C.A.  in  San  Francisco  has 
recently  sent  $42,000  to  Canton  as  a  conti  ibut ton 
by  the  Chinese  of  the  foi  met  city  for  the  evangeli- 
zation of  their  countrymen. 

There  are  no  exciting  developments  yet  in 
Hawaiian  affaiis.  The  Sub  Committee  of  the 
Senate  Go  intuit  lee  on  Foieign  Relations  has  com- 
menced an  investigation,  and  has  received  valu- 
able testimony  bom  Rev.  Mi .  Emeison,  Seaetaiy 
of  the  Hawaiian  Boaid  of  Missions,  who,  an  eye- 
witness of  the  "revolution,"  denied  the  truth  of 
many  of  Blount's  statements. 

The  following  clipping,  if  it  slates  truth,  gives 
currency  to  an  important  movement  in  the  way  of 
connecting  the  United  Slates  still  moi  e  closely  with 
Eastern  Asia  :-= 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 
 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Chicago,  January  3rd,  1 894. 

Mr.  E.  Billion  Holmes'  lectin  es  on  Japan, 
"  The  Counli  y,"  and  "  The  Cities,"  have  been  re- 
peated heie  during  the  Christmas  vacation. 

The  Herald  of  this  city .  continues  to  publish 
articles  on  Japanese  ai  t  by  Mr.  H.  Sat  oh. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Gnffis,  D.D.,  is  one  of  (he  partici- 
pants in  a  symposium  on  "The  Parliament  of 
Religions,"  in  the  December  Current  Topics  All 
the  writers  of  vaiious  shades  of  Chiistian  bebel 
unite  in  the  opinion  that  the  Pailiament  will  piove 
of  benefit  to  all  leligions,  but  especially  to 
Christianity. 

If  1  epulis  from  your  side  of  llie  waler  aie  ti  lie, 
the  Buddhist  pi  iesls  who  1  epi  esented  Japan  in  the 
Pailiament  aie  enliiely  mist  epi  esenting  1  lie  mean- 
ing of  the  altitude  will)  which  they  wereieceiv- 
ed.  They  were  heard  and  entertained  with  the 
utmost  courtesy  ;  and  now,  in  their  own  land, 
with  a  discourtesy  which  is  not  really  Japan- 
ese, they  are  engaged  in  distorting  the  fads. 
The  "one  very  wealthy  man  from  New  Yoik"  is 
not  a  "  man  of  great  influence,"  whose  conveision 
may  "truthfully"  be  said  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
"ten  thousand  ordinary  men."  He  is  wealthy; 
but  he  is  a  Heh.ew.  who  never  had  any  sympathy 
ft>i  Chi  istianily,  and  whose  conveision  in  B.ni- 
dlusni  was  not,  theiefore,  a  seveie  bl'.w  to  Chris- 
tianity.    All  the  11011-Cluis.liau  faiths,  tepte&ented 


Tacoma.  Wash.,  December  afith. — W.  D    Richards,  a 
contractor  and  builder  of  (  hicato  was  in  the  c  ty  I'riday 
and  >unday  and  lias  gone  to  Olympia     Mr    Richards  is  ] 
here  for  ihe  puipose  of  looking  up  a  1  acific  coast  terminus 
for  the  Atrwor  Steamship  Company's  line,  which  is  to  b-- 
run  in  connection  with  the  Rus-ian  Government's  con- 
transrontinental  railway    Mr.  Richards  will  pass  a .week 
or  so  looking    over  the  harbour  of   Tacoma  and  tlie 
city's  accommodation  for  steamships  and  lail  connections 
leading  out  of  the  city     While  i.err  Sunday,  Mr  Richards 
said  tliat  the  company  had  bought  five  steameis  of  the 
Brazilian  Steamshh.  Company  already,  and  that  four  ot 
them  would  be  on  their  way  to  the  Pacific  coast  froili  New 
York  within  a  few  months      Ihe  most  important   use  to 
which  the  vessels  will  he  put  when  first  started  will  he  to 
carry  material  to  Vladivostok,  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
tr<»ns-siberian  road.    Several  months  ago  Richards  was 
selected  as  aeent  of  the  Russian  Government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rcpieseniing  it  in  the  matter  of  the  steamship 
hne  and  the  transcontinental  railroad  which  that  country 
started  with  the  object  of  securing  closet  ttade  lelatmns 
with  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  Mates      I  he  pot  lion  of 
Sibetia  tiaversed  by  the  trans-Siberian  Railway  is  a  meat 
plain  similar  to  that  west  "f  the  Mississippi  River,  only 
larger     It  is  said  to  be  capable  of  agricultural  settlement, 
hut  destitute  of  timber.    I<  or  tin's  reason  it  is  thought  that 
close  trade  relations  with  the  United  State  will  be  fostt-red 
by  the  Russian  Government,  m>t  only  for  the  building  of 
the  railw  i  v  but  for  the  constructs  n  of  the  cities  and  stations 
which  will  naturally  spring  up  along  the  line  of  the  road. 

The  Louisiana  Stale  Lottery  Company  has  at 
.ast  left  New  Oceans,  as  its  chatter  expired  Dec. 
31st,  1893,  and  has  removed  to  Hondutas. 

Ftotn  San  Domingo  comes  a  report  of;  indig- 
nities petpetrated  on  Amei  ican  sailors  by  sold  lets 
of  the  Dominican  army  near  the  poit  of  old  Azua. 
We  may  have  a  repetition  of  the  Chilean  iinbt  oglio. 

The  Chilean  Government,  by-the-way,  has  te- 
fused  to  extend  the  time  of  ihe  Chilean  Claims 
Commission,  now  silling  in  Washington.  By  ihe 
terms  of  the  existing  tiealy,  many  of  the  claims 
against  the  Chilean  Government  will  thus  fail  ol 
adjudication,  and  be  debaned  from  fuither  con- 
sideration. 

The  reports  from  Brazil  are  conflicting.  The 
tumour  that  Rio  Janeiio  had  fallen  was  false  :  on 
the  contiary,  Admiral  Mello  had  left  Rio  foi  the 
high  seas.  Another  rumour  that  U  S.  Minislei 
Thompson  bad  recognized  the  insui-gents  as  belli- 
gerents as  yet  lacks  confirmation.  From  Btazil 
also  comes  a  repot  t  of  indignities  siiffe.ed  by 
American  sailors  at  the  hands  of  Peixoto's  Go- 
vernment. The  latest  news,  dated  December  31st, 
from  Montevideo,  is  that  Admiral  Mello  has  been 
seiiously  wounded. 

Hon.  Thos.  S.  Martin  has  been  elected  U.S. 
Senator  from  Viiginia. 

Patent  Commissioner  Seymour  has  under  con- 
sideration a  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  list  of 
expired  patents. 

Majoi  Hopkins,  of  this  city,  has  been  fortunate 
in  seeming  as  Auditor,  Mr.  W.  K.  Ackerman, 
auditor  of  the  World's  Fair. 

The  mm  derer  of  Caiter  H.  Harrison  has  been 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death  ;  but  be  will, 
of  course,  seek  an  appeal. 

The  Cat  lei  H.  Han  isou  free  public  bath  is  to  be 
opened  to  mot  1  ow. 

The  army  of  tramps  who  lushed  to  Chicago  for 
free  lunch  and  lodging  have  been  disappointed, 
and  have  left  to  escape  the  necessity  of  wot  k.  But, 
as  the  number  of  deserving  poor  is  still  vet  y  large, 
ihewoikof  chatilyis  going  on.  Agents  of  the 
Central  Relief  Association  are  trying  to  raise 
3l,000,ooo.  Laige  sums  have  been  seemed  from 
charity  balls,  but  not  as  much  as  usual  ;  so  lhat  it 
would  seem  that  the  1  ich  also  are  pinched  in  these 
hard  time.  In  Pittsbtng  Andrew  Carnegie  has 
agreed  to  double  every  dollar  raised  during  the 
next  two  months.  In  this  city  duiing  the  last 
week  of  the  year,  neaily  6,000  clerks  were  drop- 
ped ftoni  their  positions  ill  retail  stores.  1  here 
is  a  plan  to  head  off  the  mortgage  shaiks  by  or 
gauizing  a  bank  to  lend  money  to  pool  people  in 
..mail  sums  at  low  tales. 


Foi  lun.ately  for  the  suffering  poor  lh«:  last  week 


01  ten  days  have  been  a  season  of  nnld  wealher. 
All  the  snow  has  disappeated,  and  the  sun  has 
been  shining.  New  Yeai's  Day  heie  was  almost 
as  balmy  as  il  used  to  be  in  Mito.  We  also  had 
g.  ten  Christmas,"  which,  even  if  later  it  brings 
an  epidemic  and  makes  a  fat  chinch  yat  d,  has 
for  the  present  at  least,  saved  much  suffering  and 
death.  "God  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shoin 
lamb." 

Both  the  New  England  Road  and  the  Atchison, 
I  opeka,  and  Santa  F6  System  have  gone  into  the 
hands  of  receive!  s.  This  has  been  an  in  foi  lunate 
year  for  railroads,  as  pet  the  following  list: — 
Atchison,  9.344;  Union  Pacific  7,600;  Northern 
Pacific,  5,262;  Reading,  2,222  ;  Ei  ie,  1,968; 
New  England,  538  ;  Toledo,  St.  Louis,  and  Kans- 
as City,  450;  Toledo  and  Ann  Arbor,  307;  total, 
27,691.  The  total  railroad  mileage  in  the  conn- 
try  on  Jan.  I,  1893,  was  711,804. 

The  following    paragiapb  from    the  Chicago 
Graphic  tells  its  own  stoi  y  : — 

Chicago  is  referred  to  continually  as  the  most  remark- 
able example  of  the  progress  of  a  modern  city.  Someone 
iecrntly  has  been  looking  over  the  irtoids,  and  makes  the 
following  interesting  statements  and  comparison  he 
o resent  she  of  Chicago  was  sold  by  the  Indians  for  three 
cents  an  acre.  Taking  the  most  valuable  con  er  lot  in  the 
business  part  of  the  city  as  a  oiterion,  the  value  has  in- 
cteased  13.1,000000  per  cent.  In  ■  830,  when  there  were 
fifty  people  scattered  around  Port  Dearborn,  a  quarter  of 
an  a.  re  of  lano  in  what  is  known  as  the  "heart  of  Chicago  ' 
could  have  been  purchased  for  $20.  In  the  past  sixty-three 
years  there  were  nly  two  years  in  which  the  city  <ud  not 
show  an  increase  in  p  'put  lion  over  the  previous  year. 
But  there  were  thirt  en  years  duiing  that  time  when  this 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  showed  a  decrease  in  value, 
according  to  the  real  estate  appraisement.  I  he  greatest 
increase  per  cent,  reco.ded  was  in  .83s.  when  it  rose  in 
value  400  per  cent,  over  ihe  value  of  the  previous  year. 
It  is  easy  to  picture  the  vision  the  owner  must  have  had  of 
the  future  elory  of  Chicago  when  he  raised  the  price  of  his 
corner  lot  from  $joo  in  1854  to  $5."00  in  1835-  To-day  the 
lot  is  assessed  at  $  1,200,000 

On  New  Yeai's   Day  the  new  building  of  the 
Chicago  Young  Men's  Chiistian  Association  was  • 
opened.     It  cost  $1,000,000,  and  is  the  finest  in 
the  wotld. 

On  the  same  day  the  Kent  Chemical  Labora- 
tory of  the  Univeisily  of  Chicago  was  dedicated  ; 
and  last  evening  occiu  red  the  fifth  (quaiteiiy)  con- 
vocation at  Cential  Music  Hall  in  this  city.  The 
principal  addiess  was  given  by  Professor  I.  a 
Remseti,  of  Johns  Hopkins  Univei  sily,  on  "Puie 
Science;"  Ptesident  Hatpet  announced  the  de- 
gtees,  honouis,  and  awaids,  welcomed  the  new 
students,  made  bis  usual  leport,  and  also  an- 
nounced the  gifl  of  $50,000  fiom  Mr.  Rockefeller 
for  books. 

Piesident  Andrews,  of  Brown  University,  has 
again  teceived  a  flat lering  call  lo  come  to  Chicago, 
but  has  not  yet  decided  what  to  do.  Ill  the  mean- 
time, Biown  Univeisily  has  been  left  a  large 
foi  nine  for  endowment  with  special  reference  to 
keeping  eminent  piofessois  in  that  institution 
when  ihey  aie  enticed  elsewhere. 

Mrs.   Haniet  Hayden,  boin  a  slave,  has  left 
about  $4,000  to  Haivard  Univei  sity  as  a  scholar, 
hip  foi  coloied  students. 

Yesteiday  afternoon  at  the  Ait  Institute  of  this 
cily,  Mr.  Cbas.  M.  Kuitz  delivered  a  lecture  on 
"  Inipiessionism,"  in  which  be  paid  a  high  tiibule 
to  Japanese  aitists  as  "  the  firsl  impi essionists." 
The  next  lectin e  in  that  course  will  be  given  by 
Mi.  H.  Satob  on  "Japanese  Enamel  and  Gold 
Lacquer." 

The  big  Yetkes  telescope  of  the  Univeisily  off 
Chicago  is  to  be  set  up  in  an  observatoiy  on  the 
sbote  of  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin. 

The  Field  Columbian  Museum  has  now  received 
almost  all  of  the  conditioned  $1,000,000  of  Wo.  Id's 

Fait  Stock.  ...  ... 

The  W01  Id's  Columbian  Exposition  is  rapidly 
neai  iug  a  complete  demise.  In  some  departments 
the  woi  k  is  emit  ely  finished  ;  in  all  it  will  be  com- 
pleted by  April  1.  On  New  Year's  Day  the 
gn  unds  passed  out  of  the  contiol  of  the  Wo.  Id  s 
Fait  D'nectors  into  the  hands  of  the  South  Pai  k 
Commissioners,  and  are  now  known  again  as  plain 
"  Jackson  Park"  with  admission  free.  Duiing 
the  time  that  the  giounds  were  enclosed,  more 
than  $25  000,000  admissions  with  gate  receipts  of 
ovei  $10,500,000  weie  recoided. 

Since  the  giounds  have  been  thrown  open  to  the 
public  (and  especiall^on  New  Yeai's  Day)  crowds 
have  been  flocking  there  "  to  view  the  skeleton  of 
the  beautiful  exposition,"  and  have  been  carrying 
off  flowers,  sticks,  boards,  bamboo  poles— any- 
thing and  evei  ylbing— as  souvenirs! 

The  echo  of  the  Wot  Id's  Columbian  Exposition 
is  the  Midwinter  International  Exposition,  which 
was  informally  opened  on  January  I,  and  will  be 
foi  mally  dedicated  at  a  later  date. 

An  amusing  incident  of  the  World's  Fait  is 
.eenrded  in  the  following  dipping  from  the  Union 
Signal  of  Ibis  city;,— "A  numhe.  of  visilo.s  wr-ie 
,,i  the  Japanese  exhibit  in  the  Ag'  icullmal  build- 

inland  paused  before some&ilk^oswou*.  "  ThcmV 
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while  p«M-*iul9(  Mm  J  Aim,"  said  1  he  wiseacie  «il  1  lie 
patty.    "  They  pridi'lil)  grow  that  way  in  Japan." 

The  new  Libel  ty  Bell  is  in  l»»kt!  a  ciicilll  i>1  Ihe 
globe.     Ii  will  go  N-w  Y'-U  1..  NathyihV, 

N' w  Orleans,  Mexico  mid  I  lie  Midwintei  Fail  hi 
San  Fthiiciticn ;  and  1  lien  will  be  (alien  to  Europe, 

Fil  Sl  il  will  go  li>  England  to  be  1  ling  oil  llie  battle 

field  of  Rnnriymede  on  June  151)1,  1894,  in  a  celr 
bration  by  tlie  English  speaking  woi  ht  of  the  .111 
nivcisaiy  of  llie  signing  of  tlie  Magna  Charta 
After  llial  it  will  be  taken  to  Fiance  to  pat tici pale 
in  anniveisaiies  connected  will)  political  freedom, 
and  to  Gei  many  F01  the  same  pill  pose,  its  next 
destination  being  St.  Prteisbuig,  wlieie  it  will  be 
■  ling  on  tlie  aiiniversai  y  of  llie  emancipation  of  the 
seifs.  N»*xt  ii  will  go  to  Italy  and  tlience  to  Con 
slanlimiple,  Jerusalem,  Cano,  and  thence  through 
Austialia,  India,  Cbiua,  and  Japan,  back  to  tlie 
Pacific  coast,  making  viitually  a  circuit  of  tlie 
WOl  Id. 

Tbe  New  Year's  Reception  for  1894  at  tlie 
Wbite  House  was  n  brilliant  affair,  in  which  tin 
goigeous  uniforms  of  the  diplomatic  corps  (parti 
cularly  llie  quaint  costumes  of  the  Korean  and  thr 
Chinese)  atliacted  much  attention. 

Hon.  Oi  lando  B.  Potter,  ex-member  of  Congress 
from  New  Y01  k  City,  died  of  apoplexy  last  evening. 


THE  RHYME  OF  THE  THREE 
SEALERS. 


By  Rudyard  Kipling. 


an(j  rs  ,or(s  sonit  trouble  amo  g  the  poacher*  of 
the  Russian  rookeries.'' — Daily  Papir. 
Away  by  the  lands  of  the  Japanee 

When  the  paper  lanterns  glow, 
And  the  crews  of  all  the  shipping  drink 

In  the  house  of  Blood  Street  Joe, 
At  twilight  when  the  landward  breeze 

Biin^s  up  the  baibour  noise, 
And  ehb  of  Yokohama  Bay 

Swigs  chatlei  ing  tin  o  1  iy 1 1  the  buoys, 
In  'Cisco's  Dewdiop  Dining  Rooms 

They  tell  the  tale  anew 
Of  a  bidden  sea  and  a  bidden  fight 
When  tbe  Baltic  ran  from  the  Northern  Light 
And  the  Stralsund  fought  the  two. 
Now  this  is  the  law  of  the  Muscovite,  that  he 

proves  with  shot  and  steel, 
When  ye  come  by  his  isles  in  the  Smoky  Sea  ye 

must  not  lake  the  seal, 
Where  the  grey  sea  goes  nakedly   between  the 

weed  bung  shelves, 
And  the  little  blue  fox  he  is  bred  for  his  skin,  and 

the  seal  they  bi  eed  for  themselves  ; 
For  when  the  Matkas  seek  the  shore  to  drop  their 
pups  aland 

The  gteat  man-seals  haul  out  of  the  sea,  aroaiing, 

band  by  band  ; 
And  when  the  fit st  September  gales  ha ve  slaked 

their  nitting-wiath, 
The  gieat  man  seals  go  back  to  the  sea  and  no 

man  knows  their  path. 
The  dailc  they  lie  and  stark  they  lie — tookety, 

dune,  and  floe, 
And  the  Northern  Lights  come  down  o'nights  to 

dance  with  the  houseless  snow. 

But  since  our  women  must  walk  gay  and  money 

buys  their  gear, 
The  sealing  floats  they  filch  that  way  at  hazard 

year  by  year. 

English  they  be  and  Japanee  that  hang  on  the 

Biown  Beat 's  flank, 
And  some  be  Scot,  but  the  worst  God  wot,  and 

the  boldest  thieves,  be  Yank  ! 
It  was  the  sealer  Northern  Light,  to  the  Smoky 

Seas  she  boie 
With  a  stove-pipe  stuck  from  her  starboard  port 

and  the  Russian  flag  at  her  fore. 
(Baltic,  Stralsund,    and    Northern    Light— Oh  ! 

they  wete  biids  of  a  feathei  — 
Slipping  away  to  the  Smoky  Seas,  three  seal- 
thieves  togethei  !) 
And  at  last  she  came  to  a  sandy  cove  and  the 

Baltic  lay  lliei ein, 
But  her  men  were  up  with  the  herding  seal  to 

drive  and  club  and  skin. 

There  were  fifteen  bundled  skins  abeach,  cool 

pelt  and  proper  fur, 
When  the  Northern  Light  drove  into  the  bay  and 

the  sea  mist  diove  with  her. 
The  Baltic  called  her  men   and    weighed — she 

could  not  choose  but  run— 
For  a  stove  pipe  seen  through  the  closing  mist,  it 

shows  like  a  four. inch  gun 
(And  loss  it  is  that  is  sad  as  death  to  lose  both 

Ii  ip  and  ship 

And  be  f<u  *  lotting  contiaband  on  Vladivostotk 

slip). 


She  tinned  and   dived    in    the  sea-smother  as  a 
lalilnt  dives  in  the  whin*, 

And    the   No)  the)  n    Light    sent    up    hei    boats  In 

Steal  the  stolen  skin*. 
They  had  not  brought  a  lo.nl  to  side  0|  sin!  then 

hatches  1  leai , 
When  they  weie  awaie  of  a  sloop  of-vvai ,  ghost 

while  and  vei  y  near. 
Her  flag  she  showed  and  her  guns  she  showed, 

three  of  them,  black,  abeam, 
And  a  funnel  giey  with  the  ci  listed  sail,  but  nevei 

a  show  of  steam. 
Theie  was  no  time  to  man  the  bars,  they  knocked 

the  shackle  free, 
And  the  Northern  Light  stood  out  again,  goose 

winged  to  open  sea. 
(For  life  il  is  that  is  woise  than  death,  by  foice  ol 

Russian  law 

To  woik  in  the  mines  of  mercury  that  loose  the 

teeth  in  your  jaw.) 
They  had  not  run  a  mile  from  shore — they  heard 

no  shots  behind— 
When  the  skippei  smote  his  hand  on  his  thigh  and 

threw  hei  up  in  the  wind, 
"  Bluffed — laised  out  on  a  bluff,"  said  he,  "for  il 

my  name's  Tom  Hall, 
"  You  must  set  a  thief  to  catch  a  thief — and  a 

thief  has  caught  us  all  ! 
"  By  every  butt  ill  Oregon  and  every  spar  in 

Maine, 

"The  hand  that  spilled  the  wind  from  her  sail 

was  the  hand  of  Keuben  Paine  ! 
"  He  has  ligged  and  tiigged  her  with  paint  and 

spai,  and,  faith,  he  has  faked  her  well  — 
"  But  I'd  know  the  Stralsund  deckhouse  yet  from 

heie  to  ihe  booms  o'  Hell. 
"  Oh,  once  we  ha'  met  at  Baltimore,  and  twice  on 

Boston  pier, 

"  But  the  sickest  day  for  you,  Reuben  Paine,  was 

the  day  that  you  came  here— 
"  The  day  that  you  came  here,  my  lad,  to  scare 

us  fi  mil  our  seal 
"  With  your  funnel  made  <>'  your  painted  cloth, 

and  youi  guns  o1  rotten  deal  ! 
"  Ring  and  blow  for  the  Baltic  now,  and  head  hei 

back  to  ihe  bay, 
"  For  we'll  come  into  the  game  again  with  a  double 

hand  to  play  !" 
They  rang  and  blew  the  sealers'  call — the  poach- 
ing ci  y  of  the  sea — 
And  they  laised  the  Baltic  out  of  tbe  mist,  and 

an  angiy  boat  was  she; 
And  blind  they  gioped  through  the  whirling  while 

and  blind  to  the  bay  again, 
Till  they  heaid  the  swing    of    the  Strtilsund's 

boom,  and  the  clank  of  her  mooring  chain. 
They  laid  them  down  by  bilt  and  boat,  tbeii 

pistols  in  their  belts, 
And  : — "  Will  you  fight  for  it,  Reuben  Paine,  01 

will  you  share  the  pells  V 
A  dog-toothed  laugh  laughed  Reuben  Paine,  and 

bated  his  flenching  knife. 
"Yea,  skin  for  skin,  and  all  thai  lie  hath  a  man 

will  give  for  his  life, 
"  Bui  I've  six  thousand  skins  below,  and  Yeddo 

Port  to  see, 

"And  thete's  never  a  law  of  God  or  man  runs 

north  of  Fifty-Three. 
"  So  go  in  peace  to  the  naked  seas  with  empty 

holds  to  fill, 

"And  I'll  be  good  to  your  seal  this  catch,  many 

as  I  shall  kill. 
"  Get  out  of  this  before  you  foul — the  fog's  as  blind 

as  a  pup, 

"  And  fog  or  clear,  you'll  not  come  here  to  hold 

the  Stralsund  up  !" 
Answered  ihe  snap  of  a  closing  lock  and  the  jar 

of  a  gunbutt  slid, 
But  tbe  tender  fog  shut  fold  on  fold  to  hide  the 

wrong  ihey  did  ; 
The  weeping  fog  rolled  fold  on  fold  the  wrath  of 

man  to  cloak, 

And  the  flame-spurts  pale  ran  down  the  rail  as 

the  sealing-i  ifles  spoke. 
The  bullets  drummed  on  bend  and    butt,  the 

splinter  slivered  free, 
(Little  they  trust  to  sparrow-dust  that  stop  the 

seal  in  his  sea  !) 
The  thick  smoke  hung  and  would  not  shift,  leaden 

it  lay  and  blue, 
But  three  were  down  on  the  Baltic's  deck  and 

two  of  the  Stralsund's  crew. 
And  arm's  length  out  and  overside  the  banked 

fog  held  them  bound, 
And  as  they  heard  or  groan  or  word  they  fired  at 

the  sound. 

For  one  cried  out  on  the  name  of  God,  and  one  to 

have  him  cease, 
And  the  questing  volley  found  them  both  and 

bade  them  hold  their  peace. 


And   in   the   wailing  silences  the  I  uddei  whined 
•  beneath, 

Anil    e;ich    man    ihew   Ins    watchful    biealh  slow 

laken  'tween  the  leelh  — 
Iriggpi    and  ear  and  eye  acock,  Unit  biow,  and 

hai  d  di  awn  lips — 
Bracing  his  feet  by  chock  and  cleat  foi  the  rolling 

of  the  ships. 

Till  1  hey  heaid  ihe  cough  of  a  wounded  man  that 

fought  in  the  fog  fui  biealh, 
Till  they  heaid  the  torment  of  Reuben  Paine  lhat 

wailed  upon  his  death  : — 
■'The  tides  they'll  go  through  Fundy  race,  but 

I'll  go  never  11101  e 
"  And  see  the  hogs    from   ebb-tide   mark  turn 

scampering  back  to  shore. 
"  No  more  I'll  see  the  trawlers  drift  below  the 

Bass  Rock  giound, 
"And  watch  the  tall   Fall  steamer  lights  tear 

blazing  up  the  Sound. 

"Sorrow  is  me,  in  a  lonely  sea  and  a  sinful  fight 
I  fall, 

"  But  if  there's  law  of  God  or  man,  you'll  swing 
for  it  yet,  Tom  Hall  !" 

Tom  Hall  stood  up  by  the  quarter-rail.  "  Your 
words  in  youi  teeth,"  said  he. 

"  There's  never  a  law  of  God  or  man  runs  north 
of  Fifty  Thiee. 

"So  go  in  grace  with  Him  to  face,  and  an  ill- 
spent  life  behind, 

"  And  I'll  take  care  of  your  widows,  Rube,  as 
many  as  I  shall  find. 

"  For  one  you  have  left  at  Kennebunk  and  one 

on  Vitu  Beach, 
"  And  a  yellow  girl  at  Tomiok'  ;  but  I'll  be  good 

to  each." 

A  Stralsund  man  shot  blind  and  large,  and  a 

wailock  Finn  was  he, 
And  he  hit  Tom  Hall  with  a  bursting  ball  a 

handsbteadth  over  the  knee. 
Tom  Hall  caught  hold  by  the  topping-lift,  and  sat 

him  down  with  an  oalh, 
"  You'll  wait  a  lilile,  Rube,"  he  said,  "the  Devil 

has  called  foi  both. 
"  The  Devil  is  driving  both  this  tide,  and  the 

killing. giouuds  are  close, 
"  And  we'll  go  up  to  the  Wrath  of  God  as  the 

holluschickie  goes. 
"  Oh  men  !  put  back  your  guns  again  and  lay 

your  rifles  by, 
"  We've  fought  our  fight  and  the  best  are  down. 

Let  up  and  lei  us  die  ! 
"Quit  filing,  by  the  bow  there — quit!    Call  off 

the  Baltic's  0  ew  ! 
"  You'ie  sine  of  Hell  as  me  or  Rube — but  wait  till 

we  get  through." 
There  went  no  woid  between  the  ships,  but  thick 

and  quick  and  loud 
The  life-blood  diummed  on  the  dripping  decks, 

with  the  fog  dew  ftom  the  shroud, 
The  sea  pull  drew  them  side  by  side,  gunnel  to 
gunnel  laid, 

And  ihey  felt  the  sheerstrakes  pound  and  clear, 

but  never  a  word  was  said. 
Then   Reuben  Paine  ctied  out  again  before  his 
spii  il  passed  : — 
Have  I  followed  the  sea  for  thirty  years  to  die 

in  the  dark  at  last  F 
Curse  011  her  work  that  has  nipped  me  here 

with  a  shifty  trick  unkind— 
I  have  gotten  my  death  where  I  got  my  bread, 

but  I  dare  not  face  il  blind. 
Curse  on  the  fog  !    Is  there  never  a  wind  of  all 
the  winds  I  knew 
"  To  clear  the  smother  from  off  my  chest,  and  let 

me  look  at  the  blue?" 
The  good  fog  heard— like  a  splitten  sail,  to  left 

and  right  it  tore, 
And  they  saw  the  sun-dogs  in  the  haze  and  the* 

seal  upon  the  shore. 
Silver  and  grey  ran  spit  and  bay  to  meet  the 

steel-backed  tide, 
And  pinched  and  white  in  the  clearing  light  the 

crews  staied  overside. 
O  rainbow-gay  the  red  pools  lay  that  swilled  and 

spilled  and  spread, 
And  gold,  raw  gold,  the  spent  shell  rolled  between 

the  careless  dead — 
The  dead  that  rocked  so  dtunkenwise  to  weather 
and  to  lee, 

And  they  saw  the  work  their  hands  had  done  as 

God  had  bade  them  see. 
And  a  little  breeze  blew  over  the  tail  that  made 

the  headsails  lift. 
But  no  man  stood  by  wheel  or  sheet,  and  they  let 

the  schooners  drift. 
And  the  rattle  rose  in  Reuben's  throat  and  lie 

cast  his  soul  with  a  ciy, 
And   "Gone    aheady.    To  III    Hall?"    he  said, 
"  Then  it'»  time  lor  me  to  die." 
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His  eyes  were  heavy  witli  great  sleep  and  yearn 

iug  for  the  land, 
And  he  spoke  as  a  man  that  lalUs  in  dreams,  his 

head  upon  his  hand. 
"  Ol),  there  comes  no  good  in  the  westering  wind 

that  backs  against  the  sun, 
"  Wash  down  the  decks— lliey'i  e  all  too  red— and 

share  the  skins  and  run. 
"  Baltic,  Stralsund,  and  Northern  Light,— clean 

share  and  shaie  for  all, 
"  You'll  find  the  fleets  off  Tolstoi  Mees,  but  you 

will  not  find  Tom  Hall. 
"  Evil  he  did  in  shoal-water  and  blacker  sin  on 

the  deep, 

"  But  now  he's  sick  of  watch  and  luck  and  now 

he'll  turn  and  sleep. 
"  He'll  have  no  more  of  the  crawling  sea  thai 

made  him  suffer  so, 
"  But  he'll  lie  down  on  the  killing-gi  ounds  where 

the  holluschickie  go. 
"  And  west  you'll  turn  and  south  again  beyond 

ihe  sea  fog's  1  im, 
"And  lell  the  Yoshiwaia  girls  to  burn  a  slick  foi 

him. 

"  And  you'll  not  weight  him  by  the  heels  and 

dump  him  overside, 
"  But  carry  him  up  to  the  sand-hollows  to  die  as 

Bering  died, 

"  And  make  a  place  for  Reuben  Paine  that  knows 
the  fight  was  fair,  . 
'*  And  leave  ihe  two  that  did  llie  wrong  to  taik  it 

ovei  there  !" 

****** 

Half  steam  ahead  by  guess  and  lead,  for  the  sun 

is  mostly  veiled — 
Through  fog  to  fog,  by  luck  and  log,  sail  ye  as 

Bering  sailed  ; 
And  if  the  light  shall  lift  aright  to  give  your  land- 

fall  plain, 

North  and  by  west,  from  Zapne  Crest,  ye  raise, 

the  Crosses  twain. 
Fair  ma.ks  are  they  to  ihe  inner  bay,  the  teckless 

poacher  knows 
What  time  the  scarred  sea  catches  lead  their  sleek 

seiaglios  ; 

Ever  ihey  hear  the  floe-pack  clear,  and  ihe  blast 

of  ihe  old  bull-whale. 
And  ihe  deep  seal-roar  that  beats  off  shore  above 

the  loudest  gale. 
Ever  they  wait  the  winter's  hate  as  the  thundei  ing 

boorga  calls, 

Where  northward  I00U  they  to  St.  George,  and 

westwaid  10  St.  Paul's. 
Ever  they  greet  the  hunted  fleet— lone  keels  oft 

headlands  drear — 
When    the   sealingschoonei  s   flit    that  way  at 

hazard  year  by  year. 
Ever  in  Yokohama  Port  men  tell  the  tale  anew 

Of  a  hidden  sea  and  a  hidden  fight 

When  the  Baltic  lan  from  the  Northern  Light 
And  the  Stralsund  fought  the  two. 


3 — Kl  to  K  B  3,  male 

if  2 — Any  oilier  move. 

•,  —  Q  X  P  (K  Kt  2),  male 
3    *         v  if  1— Q  to  K  B6,ch. 

2—  Ki  X  O  ch.  2— K  to  R  8 

3-  Q  X  P"*(K  R  2),  mate. 

Conect  solution  of  Pioblem,  No.  io5ieceived 
from  VV.H.S.,  Digamma,  Omega,  and  Ali"g. 

Correct  solution  of  No.  106  received  from 
W.H.S.,  Omega,  J.D.,  Aling,  and  P.E.F.S. 

A.  L.  Joidan.—  Please  see  letter  from  W.H  S. 
below.  We  legiet  having  been  unable  lo  examine 
the  analysis  befoie  publication. 

Problem  No.  108. 
By  Kohtz  and  Kock.blk.orn. 


While  to  play  and  male  in  lluee  moves. 


CHESS. 


(All  Communication*  to  be  addressed  to  UieCn»i«  Run  on) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meeis  at  ihe  Ciul 
Rooms,  No.  86,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Meiropole  on  Fiidays  from  1  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  ov  Problkm  No.  105. 
WHITE.  black. 

1—  R  to  K  sq.  1— P  X  Kt 

2-  Q  to  K  2  2— K10Q501B5 
-1— 6,  males  accordingly 
•    *  ifi-PtoB4 

2-  Q  to  O  2  2— P  to  B  5 

3-  Q  to  Q  5  j» 

if  2— K  x  Kt 

3  — Kt  to  K  Kt  4  dis.  ch.,  mate 

if  2— K  to  B  5 

-3 — Kt  to  K  B  sq.  dis.  ch.  mate 

if  I-K  to  Q  5 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  5,  ch.  2  — K  to  Q  4 

3 —  O  to  Q  R  2,  male 
J    *     *  if  2— K  to  Q  B  6 
3— R  to  K  3,  mate. 


The  rooms  of  the  Tokyo  Chess  Chib  piesented 
an  unusual  spectacle  on  Tuesday  aftei  noon  last. 
A  laige  gathering  of  the  fair  sex  responded  to  the 
invitation  for  "  Ladies'  Day,"  and  play— brisk, 
if  not  biilliant— was  maintained  with  unflagging 
interest  from  3  p.m.  till  6  p.m.  Mr.  W.  D.  Cox 
enlivened  a  pause  in  the  p.oceedings  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  following  original  jeu  d 'esprit  : — 

"  So  many  of  the  fair  ladies  who  have  been  en- 
sealed to  honour  us  with  their  pi  esence  to-day, 
have,  with  true  feminine  diffidence,  disclaimed  all 
knowledge  of  the  game,  thai  a  few  plain  woi  ds,  free 
of  all  technicality,  on  the  powers  and  value  of  the 
seveial  pieces  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

"  On  the  principle  '  Place  aux  dames,'  the  Queen 
fiist  claims  attention.  She  is  the  only  feminine 
figuieonthe  board,  and,  like  every  one  of  her 
charming  sex,  is  by  far  the  most  poweiful  and 
important.  Of  course,  being  a  lady,  she  can 
move  anyhow  and  anywhere,  creates  a  sensation 
wherever  she  goes,  and  is  geneially  followed  by  a 
train  of  admirers,  In  fact,  it  is  not  consideied 
discreet  in  her  to  liavel  far  from  home  without 
efficient  escoi  t. 

"The  King  moves  one  square  at  a  lime  in  any 
diiection.  He  illustiates  well  the  inconsistency  of 
man;  for  though  he  is  never  made  captive,  he  is 
often'  mated j— a  good  example  to  the  bachelors 
around  us.  Yet  he  is  a  sui  ly  fellow ;  for  he  never 
willingly  receives  a  mate.  The  moie  cheques  he 
gets,  the  poorer  his  prospects  become,  and  like  a 
veritable  spendthrift,  whenever  he  does  receive  a 
cheque  his  fiisl  object  is  lo  get  lid  of  it.  Yet,  for 
all  this,  he  is  a  domestic  man,  and  generally  likes 
to  be  at  home,  or  at  least  somewhere  close  at  hand. 

"The  Rooks  aie  thoroughly  sti  aightforwai  d  fel- 
lows, and  for  no  caws  whatever  will  they  move  in 
any  but  a  straight  manner.  Yet  their  temper  is 
sometimes  lather  'crabbed'  when  they  move 
sideways.  They  are  generally  sedate  and  digni- 
fied in  their  gait,  though  once,  and  once  only,  in 
a  game  one  of  them  may  indulge  in  the  sport  of 
leap-liog.  This,  however,  is  foi  the  King's  amuse- 
ment. His  Majesty  gives  "a  back,"  and  the 
Rook  leaps  over  it*  Authorities  have  observed 
that  the  King's  Rook  more  often  indulges  in  these 
antics  than  the  Queen's.  It  may  be,  lhal  here 
again  comes  in  the  refining  influence  of  woman's 
presence. 

"  We  now  come  to  the  Bishops.  Here  we  cannot 
but  feel  thai  we  are  treading  on  holy  ground. 
How  then  shall  we  confess  that  the  chess  prelates 
are  by  no  means  straightforward  in  their  motions, 
and  invaiiably  move  obliquely?  Let  us  treat 
lightly  of  this  dangerous  subject,  merely  quoting 
the  beautiful  sentiment  of  a  local  bard, 


"  Regaiding  the  opinion  of  feminine  authorities 
as  lo  the  tespective  values  of  the  Knight  and  the 
Bishop,  the  great  consensus  of  opinion  is  in  favour 
of  the  Hue  Knight,  though  it  is  admitted  on  all 
sides  lhal  the  Bishop  conies  in  with  eclat  when  il 
is  a  question  of  'mating.'  A  few  authorities, 
however,  chiefly  of  the  sisterhood  pei  suasion,  are 
in  favour  of  always  saciificing  the  Knight  foi  the 
Bishop.  That  this  opinion  may  always  he  limited 
10  a  very  small  minority  is  my  devout  wish,  for 
the  sake  of  those  celebiated  players  who  have 
never  been  '  mated.' 

"  As  to  the  Pawns,  as  the  chess  board  is  a  plane, 
it  ishaidly  necessaiy  lo  observe  that  they  have 
no  connection  wilh  the  'Mont  de  pid'eY  though 
I  have  heard  one  of  our  German  confreres  ejacu- 
late, '  Ach  mein  lieber  onkel,'  when  an  adverse 
Pawn  has  leached  its  eighth  square,  on  which  oc- 
casion any  pledge  may  be  tedeemed.  I  must  not 
omit  toobseive  that  when  a  Pawn  attempts  to 
move  two  squaies  foiwaid  il  may  sometimes  be 
taken  on  its  way;  but  this  rental k  meiely  'en 
passant.' 

"In  conclusion,  a  game  of  chess  tesembles  a 
lluee  volume  novel,  inasmuch  as  il  usually  ends  in 
a  '  mate,' which,  however,  is  generally  recorded  in 
the  club  registry  office,  and  without  ihe  religious 
seivice  lhal  begins  with  'Dearly  beloved'  and 
ends  with  '  amazement.' 


Mr.  A.  L.  Jordan's  Problem. 
The  Chess  Editor  '  Japan  Mail." 
Sir  — My  attention  has  been  diiected  to  an  error  in  the 
analysis  (not  intended  for  publication)  w>  ich  I  made  of  the 
above  mentioned  problem,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  note  of 
a  dual  Kame  if  White  played  2— Q  to  Q  B  8,  ch.  in  reply 
to  nlaclt's  defence  of  1  — K  to  Q  ri  4.  In  leality  there  is 
no  mate  in  4  moves  if  Black's  second  move  is  K  to  Kt  5, 
and  overlooking  that  one  variation  was  all  the  less  excus- 
able because,  when  trying  to  work  out  the  problem  wi<h 
Kt  to  Kt  8  as  the  lcey-move,  the  same  move  on  the  part 
of  HlacK,  in  a  sub-variation,  was  the  only  thing  that  pre- 
vented the  mate  j  in  all  other  points  it  was  complete,  with 
some  v-ry  pretty  mates.  There  are.  also,  s<  me  pretty 
mates  with  Kt— B  8  as  a  l<ey-move.  These  several  varia- 
tions, lea.ting  almost  to  success,  constitute  the  real  beauty 
and  charm  of  this  fine  problem.  " 

However,  Mr.  Editor,  my  excuses  are  due  to  Mr  Jordan 
for  noting  what  some  people  consider  a  blemish,  wh,cn 
did  not  exist.  My  own  opinion  is  thai  an  unimp-rtan'  dual 
of  that  nature,  in  a  sub-variation,  would  not  he  a  defect. 
In  a  clever  "  Essay  on  duals,"  (by  F  M.  I  we-d).  I  read 
that  "  the  importance  of  an  optional  attactt  is  determined 
by  the  -value  of  what  it  causes  the  solver  to  lose  absolutely. 
Hence,  should  a  choice  of  attack  be  found  against  a  de- 
fence which  in  any  event  hrings  out  nothing  of  value,  the 
"  dual  "  is  of  no  ronsequence.'^ 
1  am,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  H.  S. 

Tokyo,  28th  January,  1894. 


No.  106. 

1—  QtoKR8  1  — P  to  R  8=Q 
2_Q  to  Q  R  sq.             2— Q  X  Q,  or  Q  to  K 

*  B  6,  ch.,  or  Q  to 

K  R  4,  ch.,  or  any- 
thing else. 
3 — Kt  lo  K  B  3,  (double  ch.)  male 

if  1  —  B  X  B,  or  moves. 

2-  Q  x  Q  2-PioR8=Q 


Only  in  the  game  of  chess 
Bishops  are  oblique,  1  guess, 

and  pass  on  the  Knights.  Authorities  have  de- 
scribed the  moves  of  these  gentry  as  the  most 
difficult  of  alt  to  explain  on  paper.  Yet  I  would 
fain  believe  that  every  fair  lady  thoroughly  undo- 
stands  instinctively  the  actions  pioper  to  a  tine 
Knight,  even  though  she  may  assei  t  that  a  Knight, 
like  any  01  her  hoi  rid  man,  rides  roughshod  Over 
whatever  is  in  his  path. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

 *  

(Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail.") 

London,  January  27. 
It  is  stated  that  there  is  some  danger  of  the 
Tariff  Bill  recently  brought  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  being  sent 
back  to  the  Committee,  many  of  the  Democrats 
resenting  the  decision  to  include  the  income- 
tax  proposals. 

London,  January  28. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  is  suffering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  influenza,  accompanied  by  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs  and  fever. 

London,  January  29. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  is  better. 

The  Brazilian  insurgent  fleet  has  fired  upon 
American  warships  that  were  escorting  mer- 
chant vessels,  and  a  sharp  engagement  was 
fought  in  which  the  Americans  completely  de- 
feated the  insurgents,  who  surrendered.  It  is 
believed  that  this  will  put  an  end  to  the  revolt. 

[Specially  Telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Daily  Mail."] 

London,  January  24. 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley  has  recovered. 
The  House  of  /Representatives  of  the  United 
Slates  has  further  amended  the  Tariff  Bill  by 
placing  raw  and  refined  sugar  on  the  Free  List. 

The  Emperor  William  has  invited  Prince  Bis- 
marck to  visit  him  in  Berlin,  and  the  Prince  has 
promised  to  come  so  soon  as  his  health  permits. 

January  26. 
A  Decree  has  been  issued  by  King  Humbert 
which  empowers  the  banks  of  Italy,  Sicily, 
and  Naples,  lo  increase  their  note  issues  by 
120,000.000  lire  in  order  to  meet  the  present 
tun  on  the  banks. 
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January  27. 

It  is  understood,  in  regard  to  affairs  at  Cairo, 
that  France,  though  not  supporting  the  Khedive, 
is  advising  moderation. 

Prince  Bismarck  arrives  at  Berlin  to-morrow 
on  his  promisee!  visit  to  the  Emperor  William. 
Great  preparations  are  being  mailt;  to  receive 
the  ex-Chancellor,  and  universal  rejoicings  will 
be  held  on  account  of  the  renewal  of  friendly 
relations  hetween  the  Emperor  and  the  Prince 

Sir  Gerald  Portal  in  Uganda  is  dead. 

The  fight  for  the  heavy-weight  championship 
of  tlie  world  took  place  yesterday  at  Jackson 
ville,  when  Corbelt  knocked  out  Mitchell  in 
three  rounds. — Ar.C.  Daily  News. 


MAIL  STEAMERS, 


fM  Spkoi ai  "  Tki.kgram  to  "  Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  January  29. 
Mr.  Nielsen,  tank  engineer,  died  yesterday  of 
small-pox. 

(From  Japanijs  Papsrj.) 

Sendai,  27,  2.46  p.m. 

Influenza  is  very  prevalent  here. 

Osaka,  27,  5  p.m. 

Thirteen  workmen  of  the  Osaka  Cotton  Spin- 
ning Co.  were  arrested  by  the  police  last  night, 
of  whom  six  were  sent  to  the  Public  Procurators' 
Bureau.  The  arrests  are  due  to  the  alleged 
harsh  treatment  of  their  foremen  and  the  rescind- 
ing of  ttie  grant  of  50  sen  per  head  this  year. 

Utsunomiya  Jan.  31,  3.42  p.m. 

Mr.  Hoshi  has  left  for  the  Haga  District.  At 
Ichiha-mura,  in  the  above  District,  three  sup- 
porters of  Mr.  Yokobori,  the  rival  candidate, 
have  been  assaulted  by  Radical  partisans,  and 
two  were  seriously  wounded.  The  contest  is  be- 
coming more  severe  every  day.  The  Chief  Con- 
stable proceeded  to  the  District  to-day,  and  the 
police-force  has  been  increased. 

Osaka,  Jan.  31,  3.07  p.m. 

Mr.  Oi  Kentaro  has  been  chosen  candidate 
for  the  Eighth  Election  District  by  a  large 
majority. 

Jan.  31,  4.40  p.m. 

The  Osaka  Railway  Co.  has  petitioned  the 
Minister  of  Communications,  against  sanction- 
ing the  project  of  the  Kansai  Railway  Co.,  to 
construct  a  railroad  between  Yamashiro  and  this 
City  vid  Kawachi.  The  Osaka  company  says 
the  scheme  will  be  detrimental  to  its  interests. 

Osaka,  Feb.  t. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Ichibei,  President  of  the  Osaka 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  resigned  owing  to 
the  troubles  connected  with  the  railway  question 

Viscount  Kawase,  Japanese  Minister  to  Eng 
land,  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Kobe  to-morrow 
per  the  French  Mail  steamer  Saghalien. 

Kobe,  Feb.  1. 
Small-pox  has  broken  out  on  board  the  Kobe 
Maru.    The  vessel  was  at  once  disinfected. 

Shimonoseki,  Feb,  1. 
Heavy  snow  has  been   falling  here  since 
yesterday. 

Yamada,  Feb.  2,  2.42  p.m. 

A  public  meeting  held  here  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Ozaki  Yukio,  of  the  Kaishin-to,  was  dissolved 
by  the  police  upon  the  speaker  proceeding  to 
discuss  the  Chishima-Ravenna  affair. 

Osaka,  Feb.  2,  3.15  p.m. 

Count  Matsukata  held  a  conference  at  the 
Senzaki  to-day,  at  which  Viscounts  Takashima 
and  Saisho  and  Messrs.  Tsuchikura  Shozaburo 
and  Ijittu  Kanetsune  were  present. 

Tokushima,  Feb.  2,  3.55  p.m. 

Some  eighteen  fishermen  belonging  toTsuda- 
ura  anchored  off  Nuinashima,  Awaji  Province, 
on  the  31st  ult.  They  had  not  been  there  long 
when  over  440  fishermen  of  Izumi  Province,  in 
1 10  boats  suddenly  attacked  them.  Three  boats 
and  twelve  fishermen  of  Tsudaura  were  taken 
captive,  and  the  remaining  six,  though  seri- 
ously assaulted,  managed  to  escape.  The  Pre- 
sident of  the  Tsuda  Guild  of  Fishermen  will 
attempt  to  settle  the  affair  amicably.  The  cause 
of  the  fight  is  not  known. 

Kobe,  2,  1  p.m. 
Viscount  Kawase,  Japanese  Minister  to  Eng- 
land, arrived  here  this  morning  by  the  French 
mail. 


Tim  NRXT  MAIL  IS  DUB 
Prom  Shanghai,  Na- 

gllakl,  and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  V.  K. 

Prom  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

From     Europe,  via 

II  "i,  lt.. 1,,.    per  M.  ftl.  (.0 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

From  II  ....k  ;    per  P.  M.Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

Fioin  Canada.  Stc.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  C". 
From      Europe,  via 

Honx Icons    per  N  D.  Lloyd 

From  Amend    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 


Friday,  Feb.  9th. 
Monday,  Feb.  jtli.* 

Sunday,  Feb-  ath.f 
Saturday,  Feb.  17111.1 
Friday,  Feb.  9th. | 
Sunday,  Feb.  Illbi 
Monday,  Feb.  19th. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  aim 
Sunday,  Feb.  ajili. 
Thursday,  Mar.  1  at. 


•i'i/i  „t  Ptklin  left  San  Francisco  on  January  iSth.  t  Sapha- 
bin  left  Kobe  on  February  3rd.  :  China  left  San  Francisco  via 
I  lonolnlu  on  January  30th.  »  City  qj  «io  ,le  Jautno  left  Hongkong 
on  February  1st. 


THF.  NKXT  MAIL 

For  America    per  O.  St  O.  C" 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K. 

For  America    per  P.  M  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  shang- 
hai     per  M.  Ma  Co. 

For  Hongkong    uer  P  &  O  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

For  Furope,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  I).  Lloyd 

For  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 


l.KAVKS 

Sunday,  Feb.  4th. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  <th. 
Saturday,  Feb.  loth. 

Sunday,  Feb  nth. 
"-aturday,  Feb.  17th. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  a?th. 

Friday,  Feb.  23rd. 
Friday,  Mar.  and 

Saturday,  Mar.  10th. 


I.  A  I  EST  SHJPFJNG 

 4,  

ARRIVALS. 
Beatrice,  British  schooner,  48,  A.  J.  Bjerre,  27th 

January, — Vancouvei ,  B.C.,  22nd  November 

Sealing  Gear.— Captain. 
Couch,  Biitisli  steamer,  2,260,  Moses,  27th  Janii. 

aiy,  — Batoum  via  poi  ts,  Oil.— Samuel  Samuel 

&  C. 

Gaelic,    B'itish  steamer,  2,690,   W.  G.  Pearne. 

27th   January, — San    Fiancisco    91I1  January, 

Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Akashi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  856,  Sakata 

281I1    January,  —  Moji,    Coal.— Osaka  Sl.osei 

Kaisha. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kendei  dine, 
281b  Jantiai  v, — Olatu  via\  ports,  231  d  January, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

281  li  January, — Kobe  27th  January,  General.  

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Diomed,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,436,  Dickson,  291I1 
January, — Liverpool  via  poits,  General.— But- 
tei  field  &  Swire. 
Retriever,  Ameiican  schooner,  75,  H.  J.  Snow, 
291I1  Januaiy,  —  Put  Back,  Sealing  Gear — t' 
M.  Laffin. 

Peterborough,  Biilish  ship,  1,680,  A.  Minchie, 
301I1  Januaiy, — New  Y01  k  281I1  Augusl,  Oil.— 
Jaidine,  Matheson  &  Co. 

Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219,  Wilson, 
301I1  Janua.y,— Nagasaki  271b  January,  Gene- 
ral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Forfait  (4),  Fiencb  cruiser,  Captain  Ricaloux, 

3W  January, —  Kobe. 
Yechigo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  704,  Yosbizawa, 

3Isl  Januaiy, —  Kobe  301I1  January,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Nippon  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  720,  Hayasbi, 

31st  Januaiy, — Moji,  Coal.— Older. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekslrand 

31st  January, — Otaru  via  ports  271b  January,' 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Sagami  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Cricbton, 

31st  Januaiy, —  Kobe  301I1  January,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,   Iktsei,  31s! 

Januaiy, — Shinagawa  31st  January,  Geneial.  

Nada  Kogio  Kabushtki  Kaislia. 
Gembti  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsui i, 

1st    Febi  nai  y, — Hakodate,    General.  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaislia. 
Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, lit  Frln  uaiy, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  24th 

Januaiy,  Mails  and  Geneial.  —  Frazar  &  Co. 
Victoria,  Biilish  steamer,  1,991,  V.   Peikes  1st 

February,— Hongkong  via  pons,  23rd  januaiy, 

Geneial.— D. .dwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai  2nd 

Febiuaiy, — Yokkaicbi  1st  Febi  nary,  General.  

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner,  2nd 

Febi  nary, —Shanghai  and  ports  27th  January, 

Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Bnnkoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 
27th  Janua.y,— Otaru,  Light.— S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 , 168,  Ciicbton, 
271  h  JanitMiy,— Kobe,  General.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaislia. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
271I1  January,— Oiani  via.  poi  ts,'  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Niimhcrg,  Gei  man  steamer,  2,007,  Hug..  VValtei, 
281I1  |.«iiii.ii  y,  — Hongkong  vi.'i  pons,  Mails  and 
Geni  tal.  —  H.  Abrens  He  Co..  Nat  hi. 

Ocianitn,  French  tleanjer,  2,127.  Schmilz,  281b 
January, — Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mail* and  Geue- 
(al, — Messageiies  Maritime!  Co. 

Kremun,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,985,  Castle,  281I1 
January, — London  vi.1  poits,  Genri  al.— VV.  M. 
Stl  at  ban  8c  Co. 

Telamon,  British  steamer,  1,555,  Jackson,  281I1 
Januaiy, —  London  via  pons,  General.  —  Butler- 
field  8c  Swiie. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 
2Q'h  Januaiy, — Kobe,  General.  —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Gaelic,  British  steamer,  2,690,  VV.  G.  Peaine, 
301I1  |anuaiy, —  Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. 
— O.  8c  O.  S.S.  Co. 
St.  David,  American  ship,  1,536,  Lyons,  301b 
January,  — New  Yoik  via  Kobe,  Geneial. — 
Smith,  Baker  &  Co. 
Akashi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  876,  Sakata, 
30th  Januaiy, — Moji,  Ballast. — Osaka  Shosen 
Kaisha. 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
30th  January, — Shanghai  and  poi  is,  Mails  and 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 
30th  Januaiy, — Otaru    via   poits,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Aglaia,  Get  man  steamer,   1,666,  Petersen,  31st 
Januaiy,  —  Hamburg    via    poits,    General. — 
Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
1st    Febiuaiy, —  Hakodate,   Geneial.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  1st 
February, — Kobe,  General.— Nada  Kogio  Ka- 
biishiki Kaisha. 
Tsttruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fuktii, 
1st    Febi  uai  y,— Yokkaicbi,   General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yechigo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  704,  Yosbizawa, 
1st  Fchi  uai  y,— Shimonoseki,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Diomed,  Bi  itisb  steamer,  1,436,  Dickens,  2nd  Feb- 

luary, —  Kobe,  General. —  But  tei  field  &  Swire. 
Victoria,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,991,  V.  Peikes,  2nd 
Febiuaiy, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoria.  B.C., 
Mails  and  General.  — Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, 2nd  Febiuaiy, — Vancouver,  B.C.,  Mails 
and  General. —  Frazar  8c  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
2nd  February, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Cricbton, 
2nd  Febiuaiy, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
2nd  Febmary, — Yokkaicbi,  General. —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaislia. 

Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mtidie, 
3rd  Febiuaiy, — Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Naga- 
saki, Mails  and  General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  from  San  Francisco: 
—  Mr.  B.  Guggenheim,  Mr.  H.  Komada,  Mr. 
Keisuke  Niwa,  Mr.  U.  Imura,  Colonel  N.  W. 
Mclvor,  Miss  Helen  E  Mclvor,  Mrs.  Ada  E. 
Bevet,  Mr.  K.  Matsuo,  Mr.  Tiros,  J.  Cowie,  Mr. 
S.  Yano,  Dr.  K.  Takayama,  Mr.  S.  Sato,  Mrs. 
N.  W.  Mclvor,  Miss  Hen.ietta  F.  Mclvor,  Mr. 
C.  E.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  C.  Fukugawa  in  cabin. 
For  Hongkong  :— Mi .  William  Whiley,  Miss  P. 
Hollis,  and  Mr.  M.  L.  Dan  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  from  Otaru 
via  poi  ts  :— Messrs.  T.  Aoki,  K  Yamakami,  and 
S.  Sngiyama  in  cabin;  Miss  K.  Umeda,  Messrs. 
K.  Haga,  G.  Midzuno,  G.  Kobayashi,  K.  Ishi- 
gaki,  K.  Ishimoto,  and  one  European  in  second 
class,  and  44  Japanese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  from 
Kobe: — Master  Dawns  in  cabin  and  37  passen- 
gei  s  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  from  Otaru 
vi&  poi  Is  :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balcbelor  and  Mr.  B. 
Iwahania  in  cabin  ;  5  passengers  in  second  class, 
and  40  passengers  in  steerage. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  from 
Kobe: — 1  passenger  in  cabin;  I  passenger  in 
second  class,  and  44  passengeis  in  sleeiage. 

Per  Bi  itisb  steamer  Empress  of  China,  from 
Hongkong  vilt  ports: — Lieutenant  W.  E.  Sewell, 
U.S.N.,  Rev.  J.  M.  F.ancis,  and  Mi.  R.  L. 
Thompson  in  cabin  ;  8  passengeis  in  second  class, 
and  198  passengeis  111  Asiatic  steerage.  Fm  San 
Fiancisco: — Miss  M.  A.  Sheldon  in  cabin.  For 
Vancouvei,  B.C. :  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sbepbaid  in 
cabin. 
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Pe.  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Marti,  bom  Shang- 
ha!  and  pons  :-M-  .  j,  W.  H*  ■' 
W.  Noel,   Mr.  A.  J.   Lines,  I 
D.  Moss,  Mrs.  Gtay  and  4 
Nakaoka,   and    Rev.  H. 
Wong  Sliao   Hung  and 


,  ding,  Mr.  Geo. 
.  M01  ris,  Mi .  C. 
child,  en,  Major  M. 
Mooie   i"   cal)in  ;  Mi  . 
Mrs.  S.  Takenouchi  in 
second  class,  and  21  passengers  in  steeiage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  for^Hongkong 
via    ports  :— Dr.  A.  Schmidt, 
Gin  ney  in  cabin  ; 


M 
and 


i  nd 

Mrs. 
Van 


breeze,  high  N.W.  sea,  cloudy  weather,  and  snow 
at  inte,  vals  ;  .hence  to  Hakodate  f-  esh  b.  eeze  and 
fi„e  clear  weather.    A.  lived  ai  Hakodate  the  24th 
and  left  the  26'h  al  8.IO  a.m.  ;  had  mo- 
N  W.    and    W.N.W.  b.eeze, 
snow   at  intervals  to  Shitiya 
thence  to  Oginohama  fresh  gale  with  ha.d 
mode. ate  b.eeze,  clear  and  cloudy 
le  271I1  at  7.35 


e, 

al  4  p.m 
delate  to 
moderate 
•.aki 

-quails  to 

Ai  lived  at  Oginohama 


strong 
sea  and 


and    Mr.  James 
Chinese  in  second  class  ;  2 
En.opeans  in  stee.age,  and  IO  Chinese  on  deck. 

Per  French  steamer  Ocianien,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe --Mr.  O.  Vinals,  Mr.  Stutchbury, 
Mrs.   E.  T.   Mason,   Mr.  Stein,  M 
Wilks   Mr.  Ganteii,  Miss  Baba  Maron,  I) 
Der  Heyden,  Mr.  Balmonet,  Sour  Mane  Augusle, 
Mr.  Arnould,  Miss  Pelagie  Revert,  Mrs  S.m.ki 
Soyo,  Mr.  N.  Woog,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Lee,  Mr 
suke  Hayashi,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Tison. 
Mr.  Scheel,  and  Miss  de  Langalene  ill  cabin 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and   pons:— Governor    K.  Iwasaki, 
Omori,  Master  Sasaki,  Messrs.    I.  J.Lowie, 
W    Rillter,  J.  W.    Compmann,  S.  basaki, 
Sakamuva,  Maoahe,  T.  Fnktlhara, '1 
N-.i-awa,  and  Y.  Kuma.noto  in  cab.n  ;  Messis. 
Ozuvh,  Ishrgnchi.  and  Kishimoto  in  second  class, 

and  32  i>a->-eugers  in  sire,  aye. 

PrT  B.i.isl.  s.eamei  Garlic,  for  Hongkong:— 
Captain  J.  C.  Jaq„es,  M..  C.  R.  Walter,  and 
Miss  Minnie  Hennessey  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  for  Van 
couver,  B.C.:-Hon.  H.  H.  Risfey^Mr. *W 
shima,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shephaid,  M.ss  M.  A 
Sheldon,  and  Mrs.  E.  Schoffler  in  cab.n. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  v. a 


Gon 
A.  Tison, 


Govei  noi 

t  E. ' 
H. 

Toicuhisa, 


m.  and 
;  thence"  to  Inuboye 
Liuhil.nuse  fresh  N.W.  gale  to  gentle  variable 
winds  and  deal  weaihe.  ;  passed  Inuboye  Light- 
house the  281L  at  6.30  a.m. ;  .hence  to  po.  I  strong, 
f.esh,  and  mode. ate  b.eeze,  cloudy  and  clear. 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  at  5.10  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Fushiki  Maru,  Captain 
Wilson,  reports  :-Left  Nagasaki  .he  27th  January 
at  x  A?  p.m. ;  had  moderate  N.E.  winds  with  cloudy 
and  overcast  weather  ;  passed  through  Sh.monosek. 
Strait  a.  9.30  a.m.  on  the  28th,  and  cleared  Bungo 
Channel  a.  8.30  p.m.  the  same  day  ;  thence  to  port 
moderate  N.N.E.  winds  with  cloudy  and  dull 
weather.    Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  30th  January 

"  nfe5fa'panese  s.eamer  Omi  Maru,  Captain  J 
W.  Ekst.and,  repo.ts:-Lett  Ota...  tbejtflh  Ja" 
had  st.ong  W.  and  N.W.  wind 
and  high  sea.  A-nved 
and   left  the 


t()  I    IOn    VAItNS.  PER  H.C'UL- 

N„s.  .0/24,0. dina.y    *3°-5o  to  — 

^os.  i6'24,  Medium  *   37-°°  to  37-S" 

Sos.  16/24,  Good  to  Hest   37  5°_<o  38.00 

Nos.  16/24,  lteve.se   

Sos.  28'32,0.di..ary   37  5°  to  — 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    37  75  to  38.25 

Sos  28(32,  G.io.l  to  Hest   38-5oti)  30  75 

No*  38/  12.  Me.li.tm  to  Hest    43  5°  *"  45  5° 

No.  32S,TwO-f..Vd    4*  00  to  43  00 


No.  42s 

No.  20s 
No.  16s 


I  wo.fol.i    47.50  to  49  50 


Hi, ml, ay 
Hn, nl, a  v 


for  various 


M  I'.'l  A  I  S. 
There  is  a  fair  amount  of  enquiry 
kinds  of  Iron,  but  the  present  prices  are  far  above 
buyers'   ideas  of  value.    Holders  aie  very 


Holders  aie  very  firu 
owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  Exchange 


1. a.  y  at  noon  ; 
with  heavy  snow  squall 
at  Halo, dale  .he  28't'  a.    16  30 

a  in.;  had  mode,  ate  S.W.   winds  and 
loudy  weather.    Arrived  al  Oginohama 
8  30  a.m.,  and  left  the  same  day  al  3.15 
N.  and  N.W.  winds,  fi  esh  bieeze  and 
thence  at  noon  fresh  bieeze  and  fi 


28'h  a. 
nyei  cast, 
the  30th  a 
p.m. 
misty 


had 
rain 


The  lapanese  steamer  Sagamt  Maru,  C 
^lichlon,  .epoits^-Left  Kobe^  the  3Oth  J* 
ports  -.-Prince  Walkonsky,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Danforth,   at  nool,  .  p; 
Mr.  S.  C.  Davis,  Mr.  D.  O.  Ea.le,  Mr.  a.ul I  Mrs    n01  ,|,.lloI  ,h 


Hvde  Pearson,  Messrs.  E.  W.  Tale,  H-  R 
Mail,  F.  J.  Lias,  F- J.  Hall,  A.  Cabeldu,  A 
Wat.,  E.  Libeaud,  H.  P.-ckney,  A.  B.  Smith,  E 
O.  Kenyon,  Mr.  and  M.s.  Mitchell,  Messrs.  V. 
Blad  C  W.  Arnould,  R.  Daniel,  A.  E.  W.leman, 
P  Moniss,  E.  H.  Snow,  and  Nuno.n.ya  m  cabin. 


weather.    Anived  at  Yokohama  the  3lst  Jan.ia.y 

al  4  30p.m.    a  .  M^  Cap(ain 

aim  ai  y 

passed  Osl.ima  at  9.26  p.m. ;  l«ad  gentle 
westerly  b.eeze  and  ove.casl,  cloudy 
weather  ;  passed  Omai-saki  the  31st  at  9.30  a.m 
I, ad  f.e-h  noi.heily  breeze  and  cloudy  weathe. 
abeam  Rock  Island  Lighthouse  a.  O.IO  p.m. ;  1  bene 
,0  roil  fresh  no.th-easleily  h.eeze  and  cloudy 
weather.    Anived  at  Yokohama  at  7  p  m. 

n 


CARGOES. 

Per  French  steamer  Oceamen,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Raw  Silk  for  Euiope,  185  bales;  Waste 
Silk  fo.  Eu.  ope,  157  bales. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  po.ls:— Treasure,  $134,000.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Victoria,  for  Lacoma,  Wash., 
via  Victoria,  B.C.  :  — 

TEA. 


;-il 


PACIFIC 
COAST. 

Yokohama  ...  133 
Hongkong   «° 


NEW 

YORK.  CHICAOO. 


OTHER 
CITIES. 


-  British  steamer  Victoria,  Captain  Peikes 
iepo.ts-.-Lef.    Hongkong   .he  23- d  January  at 
noon,  via  Shanghai,  and  Kobe,  and  arr.ved 
Yokohama  the  1st  Febiuaiy  a.  1 1. 30  p.m. 

Tlie  lapanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  Cap. 
G   W.  Conner,  ,  epo.  ts  :~Lefl  Shanghai  the  271I 
January  al  2.30  P"'.  and  anived  at  Nagasaki  the 
2Q.I.  at  at  no.,n  ;  had  strong  north  w.nds  will,  ran 
and  snow.     Lett  Nagasaki  the  29lb  at  5  P--"-  »f 
anived  at  Kobe  the  3^  at  O  a.m.    Le  t  Kobe 
the  1st  Feb.ua.y  at  noon  and  arrived  at  Yoke 
hama  the  2nd  a.  3-30  p.m. 


flat  Ma.S,  i  int.,    »4  30  to  4  40 

flat  Hars,  1  inch   44010450 

Round  anil  sipiare  »|>  to  jfinch    3-35  to  3-45 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3  45  103.55 

Sheet  Iron   4-55  to  4-70 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9-00  to  O.ao 

Wi.e  Nails,  assorted    5  5°  '°  5-9» 

t  in  Plates  per  hnx   «.io  to  6 .3.. 

PiK  Iron,  No.  3    '•■«  *"  •••» 

ICKHOSK^  K. 
Buyers  r.oniinue  to  hold  off,  and  the  iriaik<-t  si 
ve.y  quiet .  Tne  tank  steamer  Conch  has  anivrd 
with  2  550  ions  of  Russian  Oil  in  bulk,  while  .he 
hip  Petei  borough,  which  came  in  on  the  301I1  uh. 
f,  on,  New  Y<„  k,  is  reported  lo  have  67,000  cases. 
Holders  aie  fii  m  and  quotations  unchanged. 

Clieste.    J..82jto  ..87 

Come.    '-8o  _to  ■  Sai 

Dewoe    _  . 

Russian  Anchor   1.80  toi-M 

Russian  Moon    i.77»to  i.8o 

SIKiAlt. 

Business  in  B-  owns  has  been  fai.ly  brisk  dining 
,e  past  week-lhal  is  in  Manila  grades,  which 
have  arrived  in  fai.  quan.i.ies.  The  fi,  s.  shipment 
„f  Foimosa  new  cop  sugar  is  expected  to  a.riye 
m  the  course  of  a  fe.v  days.  Whites  a.  e  ve.  j  quiet 
but  show  no  change  in  puce.  ^  ^ 

rtrownTakao    'N°m-  4       ~.  „ 

Brown  Manila    »S-J5  0  5-45 

Brown  Daitong   4-45  to  S.oo 

Brown  Canton    4    "      \  " 

White  lava  and  Penang   6.90  to  7.00 

Wh.te  Hetined   :   7-50. o  9  . O 


Total 


149 


306  —  — 
—      306       —  — 


SILK. 

NSW  YORK. 
...  8l  .. 
...      2l8  .. 


0THSR  CITIIS. 


TOTAL. 

'33  I 
322 

455 

TOTAL, 
..  8. 
..  2.8 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL 


f,„ 


Shanghai   

Vokohama   

Total   a<)9    -  290 

Per  Bi  itish  steamer  Empress  of  China,  fo.  Van- 
couver, B.C. : — 

TEA. 

CHICAOO  N»W  YORK  PAC1- 


ANADA, 
2 


Hongkong  

Calcutta    — 

Foochow    430 

Shanghai    13° 

Colombo    — 

Hyogo    156 

Yokohama    ...  29° 


Total    1,004 

SILK. 

NIW  YORK 

Hongkong  &  Canton    1 15  • 

Shanghai    '7' 

Vokohama...    4*' 


AND 

AN  I) 

FIC 

OTHER 

IV  SS  I  . 

EAST. 

COAST. 

CITIES. 

43 

IO 

24 

302 

385 

6n 

298 

283 

5' 

966 

486 

10 

OTHER  C1TISI. 

  IO  ... 


2,466 
TOTAL. 

•'5 
171 
42. 

7'7 


Total   707    10  »•• 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  214  bales;  Waste  Silk,  86  bales. 

REPORTS. 

The  British  steamer  Gaelic,  Captain  Pea. tie, 
repo.ls  :— Left  San  Francisco  Hie  91I1  January  a. 
342  p.m.;  to  me.Idian,  had  light  souihe.  ly  and 
ea^le.ly  winds,  with  fine  weaihei  ;  thence  to  port 
south-west  and  weste.ly  gales,  with  head  sea 
Anived  at  Yokohama  .he  271I1  Janua. y  at  8  IO 
p.m.     Passage,  17  days,  10  h.hr.s,  50  minutes. 

The  Japanese  steamer    Tokio  Maru,  Capiat 
Kendenline,  repo.  Is  :— Lef  t  Ola.u   the  23,  d  Jan.. 
ary  at  7.5  p.m.;  had  st.  ong  b.eeze  and  cloudy 
weather,  snow  al  intervals,  which  at  midnight  in 
creased  to  fresh  gale  with  fie.ee  squalls  f.om  N.W. 
and  W.N.W.,  and  high  N.W.  sea  to  Ostitsuki  ; 
thence  to  Foil  Rock  Lighthouse  fresh  to  strong 


IMPORTS. 
There  has  been  a  fait  amount  of  enquiry 
various  lines  of  Impo.ts,  but  the  cont.nt.ed  unstable 
condition  of  Exchange  has  p.ompted  holders  to 
put  up  their  p.  ices  to  a  prohib.t.ve  extenl-thus 
almost  completely  choking  off  business  Yams 
have  been  very  quiet  indeed,  owing  to  the  big 
figures  asked  by  holde.s.    G.ey  Shirtings  and  1 
Clolhs  a.e  dull  for  the  same  reason      A  few  sn.a 
l.ansactions  a.e  repo.  ted   in    Turkey  Reds  and 
„,he.    Fancies,  while  in  Woollens  there  is  a  fa. 
demand   for  Italian  Cloths.    O.he.  lines  are  no 
without  enq.ii.  y,  bu.  the  two  parties  apparently  find 
it  impossible  lo  come  to  teims. 

COTTON    PIECIt  COOMS. 

✓  PER  PIECE. 

a.eyhl...li..|{S-Hi»'.3',*y',s-3y!'";;ie'  *J  3°  '°  » -*° 
(i,eyShi.li.,gs-Qll..3«i  y'ls--»5"lcl'«5    J'40   «o  3  '5 

1'.  Cloth— 7111,24  yaids,. ,2  mi  lies   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  ya.ds,  441.10 hes... 
P.ints—  Assorted,  24  yards,  3<>inclie«.., 
Cotton— Italians  anil  Satteens  Ulaclt,  3» 

inches   

\je\  vets— Hlack,  35  yanls.  »2  inches  ... 
Victoria  Lawns,  12  ya.ds,  4a  3  mcl,e»  .. 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  y<»ras- 

10  inches   •  

l  urkey  Keds-2.8  to  3lb,  24/25  Ya'°*. 

30  inches   •  j"" 

l  urkey  Reds-3.8  to  4lb,  24/'5  W**>  ((>  a  6  . 

32  inches   •  

l  urkey  Heds— 4.8  to  5^.  24/25  yards 

32  i nches   

VVOOI.LKtlS. 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  261b  ultimo,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  ma.  ket  amount .  lo 
e00  piculs,  divided  thus  -.—Hanks,  20  pKM.Is  ;  Ftla- 
tores  159  picnls  ;  He  reels,  176  p.culs  ;  Kakecla,  14S 
iMcul's.    No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

The  market  has  been  dull,  but  in  spite  of  this 
there  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  daily  business  and 
piices,  especially  for  silks  suitable  for  Amenca, 
aie  well  maintained.  In  fine  sizes  the  ma,  ket  has 
been  easy,  and  stock  being  plentiful,  holders  show 
some  disposition  to  be  movi.-e  ;  but  they  w.  I  not 
.educe  their  p.  ices  to  any  gieat  extent,  and  tl 
consequence  is  that  the  offe.  s  which  come  in 
Lyons  do  not  lead  to  business. 

Arrivals  from  the  interior  have  been  small  and 
shows  a  sligh.  reduction  on  the  week. 

to  fall  off  ft"  the  next  two 


ft  om 


the  stock 

Supplies  are  likely 

all  the  filatuies    11.  the  mountainous 
closed    down,  as  usual,  for  the 


1.55  to  1  00 
1 .70  to  2  35 
1  75   '<>  3  75 

PER  YAMD  . 
Ol6     (0  0  21 

6.40  to  8,75 
O.65    In  0.78 

P  EH  PIECE. 

'.  tt' — -ri     :..  :  1.47*  to .  S7j 

30  inches   •   


2  85  to  3.10 


on 
same 
pi  es^nl 


flannel  

Italia..  Cloth.  v>  ya'ds,  3*  ,'esl 
Italian  Cloth,  30  ya.ds,  32  uiclie» 

Medium  V"  •" 

Italian    Cloth,   30   yards,   32  incliek 

Cuminon   

VI  RKline  de  l.a'u.e— C.afe,  21  yards, 

jl  inches   

Clotiis  —  Pilot.,,  si  <f  5ft  inches   

Cloths— President,  S4  (*  5rt  l«che*  ... 

Cloths— Union,  54      .s6  indies  

Ulsukets— Scarlet  and  Green,  4  <o  3*"'. 

per  II.   


PEK  VAHII. 

$o.27i  i"  0  45 
0.30   to  0.35 

o  4$   to  0.30 

o  20   l<*  0.25 


0.14 

0 .60 
0.40 


tl,  o  IQl 

to  0.50 
to  o.«5 
1  n  0.70 


.45  i"  a  s 74 


months,  as 
i.iovi.ices  have  ^ 

winter  and  will  not  reopen  again  befo.e  the  end  of 
March  or  eaily  April. 

Exchange  has  again  weakened  slightly,  closing 
a  point  or  so  below  last  week's  tales. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wt'rfte,  the  German  mail  steamer 
Nuernberg,  28tli  ultimo,  taking  34  »»*<«  '<>'  JW!!; 
and  the  Fiench  mail  steamer  Oceamen,  which  left 
the  same  date  (28.I.  lilt.)  took  185  bales  o.  the 
destination.  These  depa.lu.es  make  the 
,t  expo.t  figures  29.158  piculs,  against 
39^823  picls  last  year  and  36,070  piculs  at  the 
same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks  —The  only  business  tepoiled  has  been 
abou.  20  piculs^  medium  Shinshu  at  $6lo.  Stock 
in  this  depaitment  is  ve.y  small  and  lias  appaienl- 
|v  ,„,  great  altraclion  for  buyers. 

Filatures. — A  model  ale  business  only.  A  tew 
sample  boxes  ext.  a  quality,  fine  size,  ha  ve  been 
booked  at  $860.  with  second  sorting  of  the  same 
chop  a.  $830.  Fai,  No.  I  Mino.  fine  size,  has  been 
done  a.  $790,  Willi  medium  and  inferior  g.ades  at 
8701.  $740  and  $720. 

R  reels  -  This  class  has  displayed  more  activity 
lha.i  for  some  time  past,  and  8760  l.as  been  paid 
for  good  Maibash  of  well-known  chops.  1  his  ts 
the  latest  p.  ice  paid,  although  many  parcels  we.e 
settled  alt$lo  less  five  or  six  days  ago. 
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Kaktda, — Holder*  have  n'ven  way  iii  pi  ice  mid 

COhilidal  ilhle  hllNiiiesi  h;r>  been  done  on  tli»-  fol- 
lowing busts  :  —  Daruma,  $710  ;  Horsehead.  $(>8o  ; 
Quotation  fni  Hor$»h$ad  II,  (650;  fioruhtad  III, 

#0.15,  mill  itt  lliis  last  |>i  ice  business  hits  hern  done. 

In  other  soita  nothing  doing, 

y  110  1  A  1  IONS. 

lUnka—Nu  <K   — 


I  laoks  — No   1  1  Slnii-.*i  11 I 

I I  an  Us — No.  j  1  I  null  11 1  ... . 
1  lauds  —  No,  i{  (Sliiiialml 
ijankt— No.  a*  (  jimliu)..., 


■  lands  -  No   3  4  ' 

Hands  — No.  3    — 

Hands— Nn.  It    — 

Kiiuinirs  —  Uictt «  10/1  j  denial's   Num.  — 

Pila  lines — I '. x t ■  »  1.1/15  rleiiieis   $8jo  to  830 

K'ilalmes — No.  I,  10: 1 1  .Icnin  a    750  to  800 

Piletiuea — No.  i,  n/15,  141m  -'en   800  to  810 

Filatures — No.  i|,  10/14  deniers    74"  to  750 

Filatuies— No.  ii.  i]/iA,  i4/i7<leii   760  to  770 

Filalmes — No.  J.  10  15  ilenieis    7.oto  720 

H'ilatiues — No.  2,  1  j  iR  deoiers   ,   730  to  740 

"ilaliues — No.  J,  i|  ioileiueis    680  to  700 

Re-reels— Extra   — 

i*e-ieels— (Oslui)  llest  No.  1    760  to  770 

Re-ieels— No.  1,  13/15,  ij/rftdein'ers   750  to  760 

fa-reels — No.ij,  1.1/1O,  14/17  ilenieis   7ioto  720 

3e-ieels — No.  2,  1 4 M 8  ileruara   680  to  690 

Ke-ieels — No.  24,  1 4/ IS  denier*   660  to  670 

,<e-ieels — No.  3,  1  |/ao  denrers    64010  65c 

Kakedas— Kaua   Nom.  — 

iCakedas — No.  1    710  to 

Kakedas— No.  it    61*0  to 

kakedas — No.  t   650  to  6%% 

Ka«edas — No.  2|    625  to  630 

Kakedas— No.  3    — 

Kakedas— No.  34    — 

Kakedas—  No.  4   — 

Oslm  Sendai— N...  1  j     — 

Haniatsiilci  —  No.  1,  2    Nom.  — 

llainatsuKi — No.  3,  4    Nom. 

Sodai — No.  ji    — 


7iS 
68  s 


Hxpui  1  It  h  w 

Silk  la 

hies  to  2nd  Feb., 

'»94- 

iSu3'894- 

■891  93 

1891.9a 

•1 .  1  ■ . 

Hut. 

II11I1 

A  tit«*i  ir*      .  . 

•6,372 
'  '  ,957 

14.976 
24,121 

12.765 
22.465 

1  uImI   

1  Hales 

-  (  Picnl 

28,329 
1.  29,' 58 

39  097 
39.8  3 

35.230 
36,070 

Sell  lenient  b  a  n 
fix  (tort  f nun  t 

Stock,  2nd  Feb 

it  Duel  > 
st  |nly  j 

30,600 
14,800 

4',25'J 
4.800 

36,800 
I3.30O 

A  v *il al»le  mi p|i 

lies  to  dal 

c  45,400 

46,050 

5O.10O 

WASTE  SILK. 

Trade  in  this  biancli  lias  fallen  away  to  very 
small  piopol  tions  and  the  settlements  for  t lie  week 
aie  07  picols,  divided  thus  : — Noshi,  66  piculs; 
Kibiso,  31  piculs.     No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

Demand  from  Europe  seems  to  have  fallen  away 
lo  very  small  proportions,  and  dealers  would  be 
willing  to  accept  lower  prices  to  be  moving.  It 
remains  to  he  seen  whether  they  can  tempt  buyers 
in  again  by  concessions  ;  as  the  matter  stands  al 
present,  they  do  not  seem  disposed  to  concede 
enough,  but  we  shall  see  what  the  coming  week 
bi  ings  forth. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wiote,  the  German  and  Fiench  mails 
both  leaving  on  the  281b  January.  The  foimei 
had  635  bales  and  the  latter  1 57  bales,  all  fin 
Etnope,  and  the  piesent  expoit  figures  aie  18,308 
piculs,  against  29.496  piculs  and  22,998  piculs  at 
the  same  date  in  1892. 

Cocoons. — Nothing  done  this  week,  either  by 
foreign  01  native  buyeis. 

Noshi. — A  small  business  consisting  of  fine 
Bushu  at  $125,  and  good  Shinshu  at  $100.  Nn 
thing  done  in  foshu  or  othei  descriptions. 

fCibtso.—Vny  small  business  in  Filature,  me- 
dium quality,  in  ice  ranging  from  $90  to  $95-  No- 
thing done  in  Hira  desci  iptions. 

Neri  and  Sundries  have  given  rise  to  no  business 
at  all. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Picited  Li.cooiis — liood  to  lies!   — 

Noshi-il.. — Filatine.  Hest    $14510150 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Good    13510140 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Medium   125  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Oslm,  Good  to  Itest    135  to  14s 

Noslii-ito — Shiusliii,  Hest                        ...  110  to  115 

Noshi-ito — Sliiiislm,  Good   100  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Shinshu,  Medium    90  to  9s 

Noshi-ito — Hushii.  (toad  to  Heut   125  lo  135 

Noslii-ito — |o»liii,  liest    8510  90 

Noslii-ito — josliu.Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — Joslin,  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kiliiso — Filature,  liest  selected    105  to  1  10 

Kiliiso — Filature,  Seconds     9s  ti.  100 

Kibiso— Oslm,  Good  to  Rest    70  to  80 

Kiliiso — Shiusliii,  Hest   — 

Kiliiso — Shinshii.  Seconds   — 

Kibiso — josliu.  Good  lo  Fair   40  to  35 

Kibiso — josliu,  Middling  to  Coniinon    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llaclioji,  Good   35  to  30 

Kiliiso — llaclioji, 'Medium  to  Low   25  to  20 

Kiliiso— Neri,  Good  to  (  oinnioii    — 

Vlawata — Good  to  Hest   — 


i<  spin  1  I'mIiIo  Wrisic  Silk  In  2nd  Feb. 

Si. tin.  I l9|-g4  i«iiJ-9J. 


Waste  .Mid 
I'l^ire.t  Cm 


'S.077 
3.2.11 


26,80ft 
1,090 


18,308       29,496  22,998 


Sciilcinciits  and  Diietl  j  ''J  (  ' 

Kxport  from  1st  July    )  ' 
Stock,  2nd  Feb   17.400 


34,200 
7.300 


26,200 
1 1 ,000 


Available  supplies  lo  dalr  38,550        41,500  37,200 

Exchange  has  declined  a  point  in  spile  of  a 
slight  advance  in  Sdvei  at  home.  Piesenl  quota 
lions  :— I.oniiiis,  4111/s.  Oiedils,  2<3^;  Dmu- 
meuls,  2/3J;  6in/s.  Ciedils,  2/3^.  Nkw  YpKK, 
iou/s.  l)..>.  $55  ;  4111/s.  U.S,  ?55f.  Paris,  01 
Lyons,  jui<s.  Ics.  2.88;  6ni/s.  fcs.  2.90. 

Ksiinuirii  SV'k  Stock.  2nd  Feb.,  18114:,— 

i»w.  'ICUlt,  'V«ll  l.  >IUULI, 

Hani's   60  I  C.OCoons   260 

^ilatmes    S,4i6  j  Noshi-ito    8,360 

:<e-reeis    4.4M  1  Kibiso    s,300 


<altpda    1,810 

Jsnu   50 

'  r.vsaam  Kinds    .  50 


Mawata  . 
"-uniirirs 


150 

130 


I  oral  |>iciils       .  14,800        '  otai  oiruls  ...  17,400 
TEA . 

Holders  have  been  nffei  ing  their  stock  at  rathei 
easier  rates,  and  buyers  have  responded  to  a  fail 
extent.  Settlements  of  theciiitenl  season  up  lo 
dale  amount  to  225,344  piculs,  against  226,550 
piculs  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Common   $12  to  13 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium    17  to  18 

Good  Medium    19  to  20 

Fine   22  to  23 

Finest  "| 

Choice   >  Nominal. 

Choicest   3 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange^bas  further  declined  a  point, 
Sterling — Band  T.T  

->ieilliiK  —  Hand  Hills  on  demand    

Stt-iiina; — Hand  4  mouths'  sight    .,  ,^  

steiiing — Private  4  months'  sight  

Sterling— Private  6  months'  sight  

On  Paris— Band  sight  

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight   

On  Hongkong —  Hand  si^ht   

On  Hongkong  —  Private  10  days' sight   

On  Shanghai— Hauls  sight   

On  Shanghai — -Private  10  days'  sight  

On  India — Bank  sight   

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight  .   

On  America — Band  Hills  on  demand   

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight   

On  America — Piivate  1  months'  sight   

On  Germany — Bank  sight   

On  Germany  —  Private  4  months'  sight  

Bar  Silver  (London)  


2/21 

2  2| 
2/2| 
*/3i 
2/3l 
2.76 
2  85 

Par. 

«  5/o 

7'i 
72i 
186 
189 
5»f 
54* 
55i 

2.2  I 

2.32 
30^ 


dis. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17$.,  to  any  pail  of  the  Woild. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONEY- AND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Jouknal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up  to-date 
Weekly  Kec  rd  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  holesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  sny  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEY  AND  I'kADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  vry  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  gooos 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  r.  tail  buytrs,  it  i  ffers  unique 
advantages  'o  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 

EDITION  is  published  on  1  he  last  Wednesd  .y  in 
each  month  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  1  he  Foreign 
Agents  and  Cot  respondent s  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merrh  nits,  and  to  all  the  1  irge  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
China.  |apa n,  Soul  h  America ,  an.'  of  her  counti  ies, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POSI  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

T1IK  most  delightful  Mountain  Result  in  the 
HakODC  District  is  the  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigner!  in  the  Hakone 

District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  lo  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiel 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  bills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

1WT ISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  180,2.  t.f. 


Delicately  fragrant  as  the  Hose  itself. 
AJtvays  sweet  and  fresh,  its  delightful 
odour  never  wearies. 

ATKINSON'S 
EATJ  DE  COLOGNE 

absolutely  superior  to  all  other  makes 
for  the  fineness  of  its  aroma,  its  bti-ength, 
and  its  exceedingly  refreshing  qualities. 
Atkinson's  English  's  the  best. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  0nlr  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
"White  Rose,"  and  sddreBs  in  full. 


Januaiy  13th,  ll 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  steamshipCompanies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World.   


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 


Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  maUers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 
1.  Wondeiful  Economy  of  Fuel, 
first-class  Workmanship. 

'  GleatwVobufnable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 
cupied. 

Quickness  in  raising  steam. 
Hiuh  .  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 
7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 
We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  de^cription.from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  car. ,  ing  on  yacl.us  of-  41.  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  .n  Frames 
81c  ,  ic.  We  supply  sets  »f  Machinery  separately.  W, 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  U  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  yives  three 
times  the  bwer,  weight  for  weight,  0  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  fW  by  Royal  Agricultural  society  Eng 
land  1800,  in  competition  o  en  to  all  makers. 
lUustraVd  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS".  DARTMOUTH.  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONOONOFFICe:  171. GUEENV1CTORIA  STREET^. C 
May  7th,  1891.  1  "' 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


THE  GREATEST  WOflDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  *'  Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  Us 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  BAKSR.inhis  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribii 
in  Ahv«inia  "  savs— "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
U  in  orm  tyhT  Faicir  tilt  I  was  a  Doctor  and  1  had  the  best 
med"cines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
onantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
2  or"  as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  propert.es  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  I  T  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871.  says-"  I  had  with  me  *  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  ana  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and.  in  consequence  milk  fow 


butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la,t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
'he  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughou 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


Awarded  Colo  Medal  Lpool  Interht  Exhibition,  1886. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

**  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture.* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishi 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  OH  APPLICATION. 

■stabUab<Kl  »  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


i 


ASK  IFOIR. 


LIEBICC 


And  see  mat  each  Jar  baars  l^aron  Liebij'a  £ignature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 

To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 

LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch 


PANYS 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Avenue,  London.  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama.     Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


June  14th,  1892. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


Sold  Throughout  Uie'  Wo:1 
N.B.   ASK   FOR   DINN  El  FORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1893. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC    LAUNCH    "GLOW.  WORM.'   53ft.  by  7ft.  Slu. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
and  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  ao  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m  i  m  e., 


NHAM,  EM 


23.  .i,  1893. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
So  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
ind  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  grjod  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
ill  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payable  to  same:  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday.  Feb.  ioth,  1894. 


S  UMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


A  very  enjoyable  ball  was  given  at  the  French 
Legation  on  the  5th  inst. 

Some  additions  to  the  Judicial  Bench  have  lately 
been  made  from  the  Tokyo  Bar. 

Ensign  Matsuoka  Ichimatsuro,  of  the  Artil- 
lery, lias  been  ordered  to  France. 

The  new  British  jury-list  for  the  ensuing  year 
was  signed  by  his  Honour,  Judge  Mowat,  on 

Friday.   

A  Naval  Review  in  Yokohama  harbour  will 
very  probably  be  held  on  the  Imperial  Silver 
Wedding  day. 

Nineteen  foreigners  were  in  the  service  of 
Japanese  in  Kanagawa  Prefecture  at  the  close 

of  last  year.  •  

The  foreigners  resident  in  Tokyo  at  the  end  of 
last  year  totalled  761,  of  whom  493  were  males 
and  268  females. 

Election  disturbances  are  reported  from  several 
of  the  provincial  districts.  In  all  cases  soshi 
were  the  belligerents. 

Small-pox  is  ravaging  Nagasaki  Prefecture, 
eighty-four  persons  being  attacked  last  week,  of 
whom  twenty-four  died. 

A  postman  carrying  mails  from  Akegi  to  Ota, 
Yamaguclii  Prefecture,  was  frozen  to  death  dur- 
ing the  night  of  the  301b  nit. 

A  claim  was  made  in  the  British  Court  on  Mon- 
day, by  Mr.  E.  Whittall,  to  recover  certain 


documents  from  Mr.  T.  H.  Box  ;  acting  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Judge,  the  parties  settled  the 
affair  amicably. 

The  plum  trees  on  Noge-yama  will  be  in  full 
blossom  on  Sunday,  while  those  at  Sngita  will 
flower  a  week  later. 


There  is  a  very  good  prospect  of  the  train  ser- 
vice on  the  Tokyo-Kobe  main  line  being  greatly 
accelerated  in  the  near  future. 

A  rice- dealer  in  Yokohama,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy, 
cut  his  wile's  throat  on  the  forenoon  ot  the  2nd 
inst.,  and  then  committed  suicide. 


A  girl,  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  burnt  to  death 
in  a  fire  which  occurred  in  Aoki-cho,  Kana- 
gawa, on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  inst. 


The  twenty-one  days'  of  dry  weather  came  to 
an  end  on  Thursday,  when  rain  fell  copiously 
for  many  hours.    It  was  greatly  needed. 

Mr.  Kaneko,  Vice-Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  has  been  appointed  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  the  Fourth   Domestic  Industrial 

Exhibition.   

The  Imperial  University  has  lost  an  earnest 
student  by  the  death,  in  his  thirty-third  year, 
of  Professor  Kikuchi  Yasushi.  He  held  the 
assistant-chair  of  Geology. 

Thk  special  Drainage  Investigation  Committee 
of  the  Osaka  City  Assembly  has  estimated  the 
cost  of  improvement  at  yen  700,000.  The  work 
is  to  be  completed  in  five  years. 

Mr.  TsUBORI  Jiro,  at  the  request  of  the  Japan 
Sanitary  Association,  will  represent  the  medical 
faculty  of  the  Empire  at  the  Medical  Convention 
to  be  held  in  Rome  next  month. 


The  King  of  Annam  lately  conferred  decora- 
tions upon  Mr.  Megata,  the  Superintendent  of 
Customs  at  Yokohama,  and  Mr.  Tagi  Takyu, 
an  official  in  the  Kanagawa  Kencho. 

The  Interport  Football  match  was  won  by  Yo- 
kohama— two  goals  to  nil.  The  winners  played 
one  man  short,  owing  to  the  centre-forward  dis- 
locating his  knee-cap  early  in  the  game. 

The  Chinese  New  Year  was  celebrated  in  the 
usual  noisy  pyrotechnic  fashion  by  the  Chinese 
community  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednes- 
day ;  all  their  houses  suspending  business  for 
the  three  days. 

During  the  recent  conflagration  at  Ogicho, 
Yokohama,  the  warehouse  of  the  Japan  Kombu 
Kaisha  was  destroyed.  Of  the  five  thousand 
catties  of  edible  sea-weed  kept  in  the  building, 
about  one-tenth  was  damaged. 

ViscouNTSHiNAGAWA.CountOkuma,  and  Count 
Iiagaki,  the  leaders  of  the  three  most  influential 
political  parties  in  Japan,  have  all  declined  to 
accept  the  Cabinet's  proposed  nomination  to 
life-membership  to  the  House  of  Peers. 

Yokohama  beat  Tokyo  in  the  Chess  contests 
on  Saturday  last,  by  two  games,  the  score  at 
the  close  standing: — Yokohama  11,  Tokyo  9. 
The  teams  afterwards  dined  together  at  the 
Club  House,  Hotel  Metropole,  Tokyo. 

The  vernacular  papers  are  filled  with  the  various 
projects  under  consideration  of  patriotic  sub- 
jects for  the  proper  celebration  of  the  Imperial 
Sil  ver  Wedding.  The  gifts  ordered  by  the 
Imperial  Household  will  be  of  great  value  and 

beauty.   

Thk  annual  meeting  of  seat-holders  of  Christ 


Church,  Yokohama,  was  held  on  Thursday. 
The  Committee  reported  a  balance  in  hand  of 
$463.81.  They  have  raised  the  Rector's  stipend 
from  $200  to  $250,  in  Consequence  of  the  in- 
creased cost  of  living  owing  to  the  depreciation 
of  silver.   

The  House  of  Lords  has  rejected  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Commons  upon  the  Lords' 
Amendments  of  the  Employers  Liability  Bill. 
The  French  Government  has  introduced  a  Bill 
adding  two  francs  to  the  existing  duties  on 
wheat.  Later  dispatches  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
regarding  the  engagement  between  the  Brazilian 
Fleet  and  the  American  man-of-war,  state  that 
after  a  few  harmless  shots  had  been  ex- 
changed, the  Brazilians  struck  their  flag  to 
the  United  States  ship.  The  United  States 
House  of  Representatives  voted  the  Tariff  Bill 
and  the  Internal  Revenue  Bill  as  one  bill  by  a 
majority  of  sixty-five.  In  the  French  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  the  Government  promised  to 
remedy  the  defects  of  the  Navy,  and  a  vote 
of  confidence  in  the  Ministry  was  then  carri- 
ed. Mr.  Gladstone  denies  the  statement  pub- 
lished by  the  Pall  Mall  Gazelle  that  he  has 
decided  to  resign  office,  though  he  says  that 
his  age,  sight,  and  hearing  for  many  months 
past  have  made  relief  from  public  cares  desir- 
able and  rendered  his  tenure  of  office  liable  to 
interruption  at  any  moment.  The  Magistrate 
has  discharged  Harness,  the  man  prosecuted 
in  connection  with  the  electric  belt  swindle. 
The  French  troops  have  again  attacked  the 
British  in  Africa,  and  several  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  either  side.  Vaillant,  the  bomb- 
thrower,  has  been  executed. 


The  condition  of  Exchange  on  one  hand,  with 
the  falling  off  in  demand  on  the  other,  has  had 
the  effect  of  bringing  transactions  in  the  Import 
trade  almost  to  a  standstill.  Nothing  at  all  has 
been  done  in  Yarns,  while  Shirtings  and  certain 
other  Cotton  Piece-goods  are  extremely  dull, 
and  only  a  small  amount  of  business  has  taken 
place  in  Victoria  Lawns,  Velvets,  and  Mousse- 
lines.  But  little  has  been  done  in  Metals,  and 
the  present  aspect  of  the  trade  presents  the 
possibility  of  prices  being  higher  before  they 
lower.  The  Kerosene  market  is  not  strong, 
while  the  arrival  of  a  cargo  of  American  Oil 
has  further  weakened  prices,  though  to  what 
extent  is  not  apparent,  as  transactions  have 
been  insufficient  to  make  quotations  trustworthy. 
Though  heavy  arrivals  of  new  Formosa  Sugar 
have  come  to  hand,  the  stock  has  not  been 
increased  thereby,  these  having  been  sold  "  to 
arrive,"  and  the  market  being  bare  of  these 
brands  there  are  no  "  spot "  transactions  to 
make  a  quotation.  There  is  probably  more  on 
the  road,  but  full  rates  may  be  looked  for 
during  the  next  few  weeks.  White  sorts  are 
quiet.  The  Silk  trade  has  been  dull — very  dull 
— with  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  revival ; 
and  unless  business  becomes  particularly  active 
during  the  next  two  months  a  large  portion  of 
the  now  excessive  stock — close  upon  15,000 
piculs — must  be  carried  over  to  the  next  season. 
With  more  than  45,000  piculs  in  sight,  and  the 
certainty  of  a  goodly  increase  of  present  stock  by 
spring  reelings,  it  is  not  difficult  to  forecast  a  fur- 
ther drop  in  prices  if  all  goes  well  with  the  new 
cropon  thebasisof  astillenhancedoutput.  Look- 
ing at  the  possibility  of  a  small  demand  from 
Europe  and  America  during  the  next  9  months, 
the  stock  on  this  market  may,  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  be  very  close  to,  if  not,  exceeding  30,000 
piculs.  If  the  trade  in  Raw  has  been  small,  that 
in  Waste  has  been  still  less,  the  heavy  stock  of 
17,500  piculs  still  remaining  here  unsold.  The 
Tea  trade  is  not  large,  but  on  an  adequate  scale 
for  the  time  of  year,  and  prices  are  unchanged. 
Exchange  has  further  declined. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VF.RX ACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  Progressionist  papers  are  doing  their 
utmost  to  disseminate  damaging  rumours  about 
the  Cabinet  Ministers.  The  Hoc  hi  Shimbun 
is  especially  conspicuous  in  this  respect.  It  is 
a  noteworthy  circumstance  that  our  contem- 
porary shows  itself  anxious  to  say  good  things 
about  Count  Yamagata.  As  that  paper  is  under 
the  direct  control  of  Count  Okuma,  the  impres- 
sion prevails  in  well-informed  circles  that  the 
Progressionist  leader  is  now  very  desirous  of  an 
alliance,  through  the  President  of  the  Privy 
Council,  with  the  National  Unionist  Party. 
Count  Okuma,  according  to  some  persons, 
is  supposed  to  entertain  hopes  of  being  one 
of  the  successors  of  the  present  Ministers 
when  they  leave  office.  With  that  object  in 
view  he  is  said  to  be  looking  about  for  some 
clan  statesmen  willing  to  work  in  common  with 
him.  That  these  surmises  are  not  altogether 
without  plausible  foundation  may  be  seen  from 
a  significant  article  in  the  Hochi  Shimbun, 
"  It  is  now  reported,"  says  our  contemporary, 
*'  that  Count  Yamagata  does  not  like  to  be 
called  the  leader  of  the  so-called  Military 
Party.  The  present  Ministry  being  in  a  very 
precarious  state,  it  is  lime  for  Count  Yama- 
gata once  more  to  place  himself  at  the  helm 
of  Stale.  It  is  idle  to  attach  much  import- 
ance to  the  artificial  distinction  between  the 
military  and  civil  parties.  What  is  required 
is  that  the  reins  of  Government  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  men  bent  upon  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  responsible  Cabinets  and  not 


actuated  by  clan  sentiments.  The  Ito  Cabinet 
was  welcomed  by  the  public  at  the  outset,  be- 
cause it  was  then  supposed  to  be  inclined  towards 
such  a  course  of  policy.  But  the  public  is 
entirely  disappointed  with  the  present  Ministry, 
for  it  has  proved  incapable  of  freeing  itself  from 
clan  prejudices.  Count  Yamagata  ought  to 
abandon  all  clan  sentiments  and  devote  himself  to 
the  introduction  of  a  truly  constitutional  system 
of  Government,  in  other  words,  Government  by 
Party.  If  he  be  willing  to  pursue  such  a  course, 
he  might  be  assured  of  the  support  of  the  people,'" 
evidently  in  the  present  instance  the  Progres- 
sionist party.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  (as  the 
Nichi  Nic hi  has  justly  observed)  whether  Count 
Yamagata  will  yield  to  the  pursuasion  of  the 
Progressionist  organs,  but  there  is  value  in  the 
knowledge  that  they  to  not  think  it  entirely  use- 
less to  try  the  effect  of  llieir  exhortations  upon 
him.  It  is  also  an  interesting  circumstance  that 
these  papers  are  assiduous  in  circulating  rumours 
concerning  a  growing  coldness  between  him  and 
Count  Ito.  *  *  * 

In  another  article,  the  Hochi  ventures  to 
make  a  bold  prophecy  about  the  situation  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Diet.  The  Government's 
plan,  it  says,  consists  in  condemning  the  parties 
of  the  Opposition  as  being  conservative  and  old- 
fashioned,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  in  favour 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  and  thus  in  ap- 
propriating for  itself  alone  the  whole  credit  of 
furthering  the  enlightened  and  progressive 
policy  of  opening  the  country.  The  plan  is  not 
without  some  features  of  ingenuity,  but  such  a 
device  can  no  more  impose  upon  the  people 
than  the  temporizing  schemes  of  the  Tokugawa 
Government  in  the  last  days  of  its  existence 
could  deceive  the  nation.  The  present  Govern- 
ment is  struggling  against  a  mighty  current 
which  daily  becomes  more  and  more  powerful 
and  irresistible.  That  current  is  the  wide- 
spread revolt  of  the  people  against  the  continued 
existence  of  clan  Government.  Still  deeper 
runs  another  current,  namely,  the  universal  de- 
sire of  the  people  for  the  introduction  of  Parlia- 
mentary Government.  However  desperately 
the  Government  may  struggle,  it  is  doomed  to 
surrender  the  citidal  to  the  Popular  Party,  one 
of  these  days.  In  the  Hochi's  opinion  the  de- 
cisive day  is  not  far  distant,  it  will  be  some- 
where about  the  sixth  session  of  the  Diet. 
Our  contemporary  consequently  exhoris  the 
Opposition  politicians  to  keep  up  their  courage 
for  victory  is  in  sight. 

» 

*  * 

The  Shin  Choya  Shimbun  is  also  partial  to 


Count  Yamagata,  Count  Mat-ukata,  and  others 
of  the  same  group.  In  spile  of  the  boasted 
constitutionalism  of  the  present  Ministry,  it  has, 
in  the  Shin  Choya's  opinion,  proved  itself  prac- 
tically more  arbitrary  and  despotic  than  either 
the  Yamagata  or  the  Matsukala  Cabinet.  These 
two  Cabinets  were  called  by  the  title  of  Budan 
Naikaku  (Military  Ministry),  but  in  practice  they 
showed  themselves  particularly  anxious  to  follow 
constitutional  lines  of  action.  Further,  they  were 
more  firm  and  decisive  in  their  manner  of  con- 
ducting affairs  of  State  than  the  present  Cabinet. 
In  our  contemporary's  opinion,  the  most  urgent 
question  for  Japan  is  that  of  national  defence. 
On  the  proper  solution  of  that  question  depends 
the  successful  accomplishment  of  Treaty  Re- 
vision and  the  recovery  of  the  country's  prestige 
abroad.  Therefore  the  Shin  Choya  advises  the 
Cabinet  to  introduce  in  the  next  session  of  the 
Diet  comprehensive  measures  for  the  completion 
of  the  national  defence.  Public  opinion  being 
now  united  in  demanding  a  daring  and  resolute 
foreign  policy,  the  new  Diet  could  not  very  well 
refuse  10  pass  such  measures.  If,  however, 
the  present  Cabinet  feels  itself  incapable  of 
adopting  that  line  of  action,  it  is  urged  to 
give  place  to  a  new  Cabinet  competent  to  make 
right  use  of  the  unique  opportunity  which  the 
present  anti-foreign  movement  presents  for 
completing  the  defences  of  the  country.  The 
Shin  Choya's  object  in  writing  these  articles  is 
no  doubt  to  give  a  hint  to  the  present  Ministers 
to  resign  in  favour  of  Count  Yamagata  and 
others  of  the  so-called  military  Party.  Our  con- 
temporary, however,  makes  no  allusion  to  the 
desirability  of  calling  Count  Okuma  to  office  in 
case  the  Yamagata  Cabinet  be  formed.  Nei- 
ther does  the  Chu-o  Shimbun,  which  is  the  re- 
cognized organ  of  the  National  Unionist  Party, 
hazard  any  statement  that  may  be  construed  into 
either  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  proposals 
for  alliance  advanced  by  the  Progressionist 
papers. 


its  article  had  any  reference  whatever  to  the 
present  stage  of  negotiations  for  Revision,  a 
few  papers  hastily  concluded  that  it  must  refer 
to  some  actual  turn  in  the  negotiations.  Another 
circumstance  that  had  prepared  these  papers  to 
give  credence  to  any  report  about  negotiations 
with  England  was  a  rumour  that  Viscount  Aoki 
would  combine  with  his  present  post  the  charge 
of  the  Legation  in  London,  and  that  the  fact 
had   something   to  do  with  the  question  of 
Treaty  Revision.    But  such  circumstances  can 
not  excuse  the  few  papers    of    the  inferior 
class    in    Tokyo    which    were    so  strangely 
taken  in  by  the  Japan    Gazette.     We  have 
already  noticed  at  some  length  the  foolish  effu- 
sions of  the  Niroku  and  the  Chu-o  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  we  shall  here  refer  briefly  to  some 
other  articles  which  the  recent  excitement  has 
called  forth.    The  Nippon  strongly  attacks  the 
Government  for  keeping  its  revision  programme 
secret  from  the  people.    To  withhold  informa 
tion  on  a  question  of   such   vital  importance 
is  declared  to  be  tyranny  of  the  most  intolerable 
kind.   The  Chu-o  also  calls  for  the  publication 
of  the  programme,  in  so  far  as  such  a  step  does 
not  interfere  with  the  practical  conduct  of  the 
negotiations.  The  Kokkai  does  not  repose  con- 
fidence in  the  information  given  by  the  Gazette, 
but  it  is  inclined  to  believe  that  negotiations  with 
England  have  advanced  very  near  to  completion. 
Unless  the  Ito  Cabinet  is  determined  to  pursue 
the  negotiations  through    all   difficulties  and 
dangers,  theaccomplishmentof  thetask  is  impos- 
sible.   Our  contemporary  advises  the  Cabinet  to 
take  every    precaution    against  repeating  the 
failures  of  Counts  Inouye  and  Okuma.  The 
Mainichi  Shimbun  is  sceptical  that  negotia- 
tions for  revision  have  made  any  remarkable 
progress.    A  dog  that  snarls  rarely  bites.  A 
Cabinet  which  talks    of  denunciation    is  not 
ikely,  says  that  paper,  to  be  capable  of  bringing 
the  task  to  any  satisfactory  issue. 


In  a  concluding  article  on  the  subject  of  Re- 
sponsible Cabinets,  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun 
endeavours  to  expose  some  of  the  principal  fal- 
lacies in  the  arguments  advanced  by  journalists 
— and  they  form  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  profession  in  Tokyo — who  clamour  week 
after  week  for  the  introduction  of  Government 
by  Parly.    These  writers  refuse  to  recognize  the 
possibility  of  maintaining  the  so-called  system  of 
Imperial  Cabinets.  Such  a  system,  they  contend, 
is  incompatible  with  the  very  spirit  of  constitu- 
tional government.    They  allege  that  in  a  con- 
stitutional country,  the  Ministers  of  State  must 
necessarily  be  responsible  to  the  Diet  directly 
and  solely.    The  Nichi  Nichi  tells  them  that 
so  long  as  the  Japanese  Constitution  remains 
in  its  present  form,  the  Ministers  of  State  can 
never  be  held  responsible  to  the  Diet;  they  are 
responsible  to  the  Emperor  and  the  Emperor 
alone.    Of  course  the  trend  of  opinion  in  the 
Diet  may  be  consulted  by  the  Emperor  in  the 
appointment  of  his  Ministers,  but  the  latter  have 
no  duty  or  right  to  be  responsible  except  to  the 
source  from  which   they  derive   their  official 
power.    Some  writers  also  fear  that,  unless  the 
Ministers  are  made  responsible  to  the  Diet,  the 
Emperor  may  become  an  object  of  public  criti- 
cism.   This  apprehension  is  unintelligible,  for 
the  political  responsibility  being  borne  by  the 
Ministers  of  State,  tltere  can  be  no  occasion  to 
hold  His  Majesty  responsible  for  any  actions  of 
his  servants.    The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  is  at 
present  the  sole  defender   of  the  well-defined 
constitutional  system  adopted  by  Japan,  but  it 
is  fully  a  match  for  the  whole  troop  of  demo- 
cratic— we  speak  comparatively — writers  on  the 
press  of  Tokyo. 

*  * 

The  question  of  Revision  has  caused  moment 
ary  excitement  in  the  capital.    It  is  not  altoge 
ther  correct  to  ascribe  this  excitement  to  the 
absurd  letter  published  by  a  local  English  con 
temporary.      That   letter  in   itself   would  not 
have  induced  the  Tokyo  papers  to  make  such 
a    fuss,    had    not    its    appearance  coincided 
with  the  publication  in  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun of  a  strong  article  on  the  subject  of  the 
denunciation  of  the  Treaties.  Notwithstand- 
ing our  contemporary's  emphatic  denial  that 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THEIR  IMPERIAL  MAJESTIES   SILVER  WEDDING. 

We  read  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo  that  the  Emperor 
intends  to  take  gracious  advantage  of  the  ap- 
proaching celebration  of  His  Majesty's  Silver 
Wedding  by  making  it  an  occasion  to  extend 
aid  to  such  of  the  peers  as  are  in  straitened 
circumstances.  The  description  applies  to  not 
a  few  of  the  nobility.  Outside  the  ranks  of  the 
territorial  magnates,  there  have  always  been  in 
Japan  nobles  whose  incomes  were  of  the  slender- 
est dimensions,  and  since  the  Restoration  these 
impecunious  peers  have  fared  worse  than  ever. 
His  Majesty  is  said  to  entertain  the  project  of 
forming  a  sustenance  fund  which  shall  serve  to 
relieve  distressed  nobles  under  exceptionally 
severe  pressure  of  iheresangustadomi.  The  sum 
to  be  devoted  to  this  excellent  purpose  is  stated  at 
a  hundred  and  sixty,  or  a  hundred  and  seventy, 
thousand  yen,  but  apparently  the  total  includes 
small  gratuities  to  persons  who  have  attained 
advanced  ages,  namely,  fifty  sen  each  to  all  who 
have  reached  the  age  of  80,  1  yen  to  those  who 
have  lived  to  see  their  nineteenth  birthday,  and 
a  yen  and  a  half  to  centenarians.  The  Jiji 
mentions  in  this  context  that  the  aggregate 
official  outlay  in  connection  with  the  ceremonial 
on  the  9th  of  March  will  be  about  eight  hundred 
thousand  yen. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Ministers  of  State  and 
the  Privy  Councillors  have  combined  to  present 
to  Their  Imperial  Majesties,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Silver  Wedding,  a  pair  of  beautifully 
chiselled  silver  storks,  the  weight  of  which  will 
be  about  olbs.  avoirdupois. 

* 

The  estimate  of  total  expenditure  referred  to 
above  is  confirmed  by  the  Nippon,  which  ob- 
serves that,  large  as  the  sum  may  seem  for  the 
purposes  of  a  single  day's  celebration,  it  bears 
no  comparison  to  amounts  similarly  expended 
in  foreign  countries.  The  Imperial  Household 
is  said  to  have  given  an  order  to  a  Yokohama 

[silversmith  for  eight  hundred  tortoises  and 
cranes  chiselled  in  silver.    These,  doubtless, 

'  are  designed  as  presents  to  the  guests  who  have 
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the  honour  to  be  invited  on  the  auspicious  oc- 
casion. The  Empro88>Dowager  has  also  order- 
ed some  object  of  art  from  Yokohama  at  a  cost 
of  about  4.000  yen.  This  is  supposed  to  he 
intended  as  a  present  for  the  Emperor  and 
Empress.  The  idea  of  offering;  some  memento 
to  the  Imperial  pair  has  also  been  mooted 
amongst  officials,  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
scheme  will  take  the  form  of  a  contribution 
amounting  to  a  day's  pay  from  all  officials, 
including  naval  and  military.  Meanwhile, 
there  appears  to  be  some  perplexity  among  the 
people  in  Tokyo  as  to  the  method  which  they 
ought  to  adopt  for  celebrating  the  occasion. 
Inquiries  said  to  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Tokyo  Municipality  have  elicited  a  reply  that 
the  programme  followed  in  connection  with  the 
promulgation  of  the  Constitution  may  properly 
be  taken  as  a  guide.  The  vernacular  press 
comments  on  the  fact  that  notice  of  the  Impe 
rial  intention  to  celebrate  the  occasion  was  de- 
ferred until  an  interval  of  little  more  than  a 
month  remained  for  purposes  of  preparation. 
It  is  not  supposed  that  this  was  an  accidental 
omission  :  evidently  the  intention  was  to  avoid 
extravagant  display. 

» 

*  * 

In  connection  with  this  subject  we  may  be 
permitted  to  suggest,  though  probably  the 
idea  has  already  presented  itself  generally,  that 
some  recognition  of  the  happy  occasion  on  the 
part  of  foreigners  would  be  a  graceful  and  parti 
cularly  timely  act.  The  ceremony  contemplat 
ed  for  the  9th  of  March  has  its  origin  in  : 
foreign  custom.  A  domestic  festival  in  con- 
nection with  the  25th  year  of  married  life  has 
never  hitherto  been  included  among  recognized 
Japanese  usages.  The  inauguration  of  such 
a  custom  by  Their  Majesties  is  a  gracious 
adoption  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  habits  of 
home  life  in  the  West,  and  from  that  point  of 
view  foreigners  should  not  fail  to  evince  their 
satisfaction  of  the  Imperial  initiative.  Silver 
weddings  will  henceforth  become  a  feature 
of  Japanese  national  customs,  and  thus  an- 
other link  will  be  added  to  the  chain  by 
which  Japan  is  rapidly  becoming  bound  to 
the  Occident.  In  addition  to  these  consider- 
ations we  have  to  remember  that  unhappily 
there  is  at  present  a  little  rift  in  the  lute  of 
international  harmony  so  far  as  Japan 
concerned,  and  that  every  possible  occasion 
ought  to  be  utilized  to  heal  the  flaw.  A  cere- 
monial so  conspicuous  and  appealing  so  strong- 
ly to  the  hearts  of  the  Japanese  people  as  that 
of  Their  Majesties'  Silver  Wedding  is  precisely 
the  kind  of  opportunity  which  will  enhance  the 
value  of  any  friendly  display  on  the  part  of 
foreigners.  We  do  not  wish  to  dwell  upon  this 
phase  of  the  matter,  but  it  is  evidently  worthy 
of  notice. 

THE   JAPAN   IRON  FOUNDRY. 

The  Japan  Iron  Foundry  which  was  established 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  pipes 
for  the  Tokyo  Waterworks,  and  which  ob 
tained  the  contract  for  the  supply  under 
circumstances  that  suggested  grave  doubts  of 
its  ability  to  discharge  its  promises,  is  now  said 
to  be  in  serious  difficulties.  Its  original  capital 
was  220,000  yen,  and  of  that  amount  200,000 
was  expended  upon  the  construction  of  buildings 
and  the  purchase  of  plant.  Further,  when  the 
contract  for  supplying  pipes  to  the  waterworks 
was  taken,  a  sum  of  IOO.OOO  yen  had  to  be  de 
posited  with  the  Tokyo  Municipality,  and  ano 
ther  large  sum  was  required  to  obtain  raw  ma 
terial  from  abroad.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  company  was  obliged  to  increase  its  capita 
to  400,000  yen,  but  the  shareholders,  doubting 
the  prospects  of  the  enterprise,  showed  much 
reluctance  in  subscribing  the  additional  sum 
The  Managers  were  thus  placed  in  great  dif 
Acuities,  and  two  of  them  having  resigned,  th 
others  applied  for  aid  to  Mr.  Amenomori,  who 
has  made  himself  conspicuous  by  his  advocacy 
of  iron-founding  work  in  Japan.  Mr.  Ameno 
mori  consented  to  assist,  and  by  his  advice  an 
extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  shaie 
holders  was  held  on  the  1st  instant  at  the  Yana 


company  entirely  in  the  hands  ol  Mr.  Ameno- 
mori, and  he  accepted  the  It  list  on  condition 
tat  the  Managers  who  had  resigned  should 
resume  their  posts,  and  that  each  shareholdei 
hould  subscribe  a  sum  of  250  yen,  to  pay  the 
iges  of  the  workmen   anil   to  defray  other 
current  expenses.     The  total  liabilities  of  the 
Company, are  said  to  be  about  300,000  of 
which  130,000  yen  is  due  to  the  119th  National 
Bank  on  the  security  of  raw  iron,  and  115,000 
to  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  and  Company  on 

account  of  articles  imported  through  that  firm. 
» 

•  * 

The  Company  contracted  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  supply  twenty  thousand  tons  of  iron  pipes 
for  the  Waterworks.  Of  course,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  cannot  hope  to  fulfil  the  contract 
in  time,  and  it  has  accordingly  asked  the  Council 
to  grant  an  extension.  What  action  the  Council 
will  take  remains  to  be  seen.  Our  readers  will 
emember  the  agitation  got  up  at  the  time  of 
opening  the  tenders  to  force  the  Council  to  place 
the  order  in  Japan,  instead  of  sending  it  abroad. 
This  failure  of  the  Company  is  said  to  have 
persuaded  the  Council  that  if  the  manufacture 
of  the  pipes  in  Japan  be  insisted  on,  the  interests 
of  the  Waterworks  must  be  sacrificed.  The 
jfiji  Shimpo,  from  which  these  particulars  are 
taken,  thinks  that,  whatever  may  be  the  decision 
with  regard  to  the  twenty  thousand  tons  for 
which  the  Company  has  already  contracted,  the 
remaining  thirty  thousand  will  certainly  be  pro- 
cured from  abroad.  Perhaps  we  may  venture 
to  remind  the  City  Council  that  the  hopeless- 
ness of  getting  the  pipes  manufactured  in  Japan 
was  strongly  urged  in  these  columns  at  the  time. 


the  present  situation  will  be  the  formation  of  a 
Cabinet  by  Sal-elm  Statesmen,  whoever  they 
may  be,  with  the  sole  object  of  maintaining  their 
position  against  the  attack  of  ihe  Opposition. 
But  whatever  course  of  policy  be  adopted,  the 
Tokyo  journal  is  convinced  that  nothing  can  long 
delay  consummation  of  the  Opposition's  object, 
namely,  the  displacement  of  Clan  Government 
by  a  system  of  Government  by  Party. 


"  KOKUM  1N-NO-TOMO        ON  THE  SITUATION. 

While  some  Opposition  journals  are  trying 
hard  to  pursuade  the  public  into  the  belief  that 
serious  rupture  between  the  statesmen  of  the 
Satsuma  and  the  Choshu  Clans  is  impending, 
the  Kokumin-no-Tomo  takes  a  more  rational 
view  of  the  situation,  and  observes  that  the  pre- 
sent tendency  is  toward  a  firmer  alliance  be- 
tween them.  Past  history  proves  that  these  two 
Clans,  however  much  they  may  quarrel  in 
ordinary  times,  know  their  own  interest  and 
stand  by  each  other  in  seasons  of  danger.  The 
first  instance  of  their  close  alliance  since  the 
Restoration  is  said  to  have  been  furnished  in 
I,  when  Count  Okuma  and  other  non-clan 
elements  were  banished  from  the  Government. 
Count  Ito  and  Count  Inouye  had,  until  then, 
been  of  the  same  view  with  Count  Okuma  so 
far  as  the  establishment  of  a  constitutional 
system  of  Government  was  concerned,  but  so 
soon  as  Count  Okuma  was  observed  to  be  bent 
upon  the  demolition  of  the  power  of  the  two 
clans,  he  was  deserted  by  these  two  colleagues 
and  had  to  leave  the  Cabinet.  The  undisputed 
enjoyment  of  power  by  the  statesmen  of  the  two 
Clans  since  then  speedily  led  to  the  accumu- 
lation of  various  abuses  in  the  Government. 
Count  Ito's  reforms  in  1885  were  designed  to 
correct  these  abuses,  but  he  failed  to  attain  his 
object.  Subsequently  a  reconciliation  was  effect- 
ed with  Count  Okuma,  but  it  did  not  continue 
long,  and  the  opening  of  the  Diet  led  to  repeat- 
ed changes  of  Cabinet,  until  it  seemed  that  the 
days  of  Clan  Government  were  numbered 
Thereupon  the  alliance  of  the  two  Clans  was 
once  more  revived,  and  its  result  was  the  for 
mation  of  the  present  Cabinet.  The  ultimate 
object  of  alliance  was  the  same  in  the  two  cases, 
but  the  conditions  under  which  that  object  was 
to  be  attained  were  essentially  different.  In 
1 88 1 ,  the  two  Clans  sought  to  maintain  them 
selves  in  power  by  resisting  popular  demands; 
whereas  in  1892,  they  proposed  to  prolong  the 
term  of  their  united  ascendency  by  propitiating 
the  people.  To  further  their  object  they  enter 
ed  into  a  secret  and  informal  understanding 
with  the  Radical  Party.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  drove  the  National  Unionists  info 
opposition  ;  and  as  a  net  result  they  had  to  con 
front  the  determined  attack  of  a  majority  of  the 
Lower  House.  In  short,  they  have  signally 
failed  in  their  policy,  and  their  political  ascen- 
dency is  now  in  serious  danger.  What  w 
gi-ya  in  Tokyo.  After  considerable  discussion,  they  do  under  the  circumstances?  In  the 
the  meeting  agreed  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the  |  Kokumin's  opinion,  the  most  probable  result  of 


l-AVINO  THE  WAY. 

When  the  road  to  the  bourne  men  seek  to 
reach  is  rough  and  hard  to  travel,  they  fre- 
quently resort  to  the  device  of  paving  the  way. 
It  is  a  work  that  generally  demands  great  ad- 
dress and  patient  exercise  of  skill.  Every  one 
upon  whom  the  duty  of  paving  the  way  does 
not  devolve,  possesses  greater  capacity  for 
the  task  than  those  who  are  obliged  to  under- 
take it.  That  is  the  rule  of  life  :  round  folks 
are  always  getting  misfitted  into  square  holes. 
Yet,  if  it  were  otherwise,  we  should  lose  a  great 
deal  of  shrewd  and  piquant  criticism.  We 
should  not  know,  for  example,  what  a  multi- 
plicity of  methods  exist  for  achieving  Treaty 
Revision,  nor  should  we  know  that  the  method 
adopted  is  invariably  the  wrong  method  and 
that  at  least  a  score  of  journalists  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  right  method.  Men  are  always  so 
much  wiser  than  their  neighbours  where  their 
neighbour's  affairs  are  concerned,  for  it  is 
an  invariable  rule  that  everybody  knows  one's 
business  better  than  one  knows  it  oneself. 
Japanese  statesmen,  for  example,  might  have 
achieved  Treaty  Revision  long  ago  if,  in- 
steadj  of  resorting  to  the  hacknied  device 
of  seeking  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
the  Foreign  Representatives  who  have  pleni- 
potentiary commissions  to  discuss  Revision, 
or  with  the  Governments  who  have  the  final 
right  of  decision,  they  had  adopted  the  obvious 
plan  of  sending  to  Western  capitals  Ministers 
qualified  to  make  themselves  popular.  There 
is  not  at  present  among  Japanese  Representa- 
tives in  Europe  or  America  a  single  person  fit 
to  stand  in  the  second  or  even  the  third  rank  of 
statesmanship  ;  not  one  man  of  versatility,  of 
experience,  of  ability,  of  trustworthiness.  Instead 
of  a  number  of  incapables  like  those  now  serv- 
ing abroad,  send  but  one  good  man  to  Paris  and 
one  to  Washington,  and  the  problem  is  solved 
forthwith.  This  is  the  nostrum  and  those  are 
the  opinions  of  an  anoymous  "  statesman  "  who 
has  been  giving  his  views  gratis  to  a  vernacular 
journal.  Would  that  he  could  be  caught  and 
put  upon  the  tread-mill  of  Treaty  Revision,  or, 
worse  punishment  still,  confined  in  an  asylum 
with  all  the  sapient  builders  of  royal  roads  that 
belong  to  his  class. 


THE   RED  CROSS  SOCIETY. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  up  to  the  31st 
of  last  December,  the  Red  Cross  Society  num- 
bered at  that  date  20  honorary  members,  122 
special  members,  36,789  ordinary  members, 
and  8,386  associate  members,  being  a  total  of 
45,317.  The  yearly  income  of  the  Society  is 
1 18,398  yen. 

BALL   IN  TOKYO. 

On  Friday,  the  2nd  instant,  the  Vice-Minister 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  Madame 
Hayashi  gave  a  brilliant  ball  at  their  official  re- 
sidence in  Tokyo.  The  decorations  were  simple 
but  very  beautiful,  the  arrangements  were  quite 
remarkably  excellent,  and  the  number  of  invita- 
tions had  been  so  carefully  regulated  that  while 
the  suite  of  spacious  rooms  available  for  recep- 
tion purposes  seemed  always  hospitably  full,  there 
was  at  no  time  any  semblance  of  crush,  and  the 
dancers  were  able  to  enjoy  themselves  thoroughly. 
It  is  very  noticeable  now  on  such  occasions  that 
the  Japanese  ladies  have  absolutely  renounced 
the  some-time  apparent  disposition  to  rival  their 
Western  sisters  in  this  particular  field.  At  the 
last  three  balls  in  Tokyo  only  one  Japanese  lady 
danced,  and  she  is  a  lady  whose  early  education 
in  a  foreign  house  and  whose  long  residence  at 
legations  in  Europe  have  so  thoroughly  fami- 
liarized her  with  Occidental  ways  that  she  can 
impart  to  her  adoption  of  Western  costume  and 
to  her  practice  of  Western  social  customs  all 
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the  cliarm  and  grace  distinctive  of  iier  country- 
women in  their  own  homes.  But  such  isolated 
examples  serve  only  to  give  more  marked  pro- 
minence  to  the  general  distaste  that  exists  for 
dancing  in  foreign  style.  The  dancing  classes 
of  former  years  and  their  not  very  happy  pro- 
ducts are  things  of  the  past,  nor  have  they,  so 
far  as  we  can  see,  left  any  permanent  trace,  ex 
cept  a  conviction  that  they  represented  a  false 
and  uncongenial  tendency.  There  is  no  reason 
to  regret  the  fact.  Japan  can  very  well  afford 
to  dispense  with  that  extravagant  and  de- 
moralizing feature  of  Western  civilization. 

THE   HARBOUR  WORKS 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun,  which  has  always 
made  a  point  of  keeping  its  readers  accurately 
or  inaccurately  informed  as  to  the  history  of 
the  Yokohama  Harbour  Works,  writes  that 
the  cost  of  effecting  the  repairs  necessitated  by 
the  failure  of  the  concrete  blocks  will  be  200,000 
yen,  namely,  about  125,000  yen  for  materials 
and  the  rest  for  labour.  Our  contemporary 
alleges  that  the  causes  of  the  cracking  of  the 
blocks  are  now  definitely  ascertained  to  have 
been  that  they  were  placed  in  situ  before  the 
cement  was  thoroughly  set,  and  that  some  of 
them  were  manufactured  during  the  •  severe 
frost  of  winter.  We  venture  to  express  strong 
doubts  about  the  accuracy  of  these  conclusions. 
They  shift  the  blame  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
cement  to  those  of  the  late  engineer-in-chief, 
who  was  far  too  skilled  an  expert  to  use  the 
concrete  blocks  prematurely,  or  to  make  them 
at  a  wrong  season. 

* 

The  same  paper  says  that  a  sum  of  290,000 
yen  would  have  been  asked  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  last  Diet,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Works,  had  not  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower 
House  anticipated  consummation  of  the  inten- 
tion. Of  that  total,  200,000  yen,  as  above  stated, 
would  have  been  for  replacing  blocks,  and 
90,000  for  deepening  the  harbour.  Presumably 
a  supplementary  estimate  providing  for  the  out- 
lay will  be  laid  before  the  Diet  in  May.  Doubt- 
less the  public  will  then  have  an  opportunity  of 
learning  the  truth  about  the  cracks  in  the  blocks. 


ing  a  nation  must  never  forget  the  functions 
attaching  to  spirit,  strength  and  physique.  Moral 
capacity  is  the  evidence  of  spirit;  vigour,  the 
outcome  of  strength ;  and  growth  the  proof  of 
sound  physique.  Moral  capacity  remains  a 
useless  power  until  it  is  cultivated  and  employed  ; 
vigour  may  be  merely  mischievous,  when  not 
trained  and  directed  ;  and  growth  can  never  be 
healthy  unless  the  body  is  duly  nourished.  The 
remarks  may  perplex  some  of  you,  but  they 
embody  the  principle  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest, 
and  express  my  own  deep  conviction.  The 
history  of  the  past  attests  their  truth.  The  his- 
tory of  the  future  will  bear  similar  evidence." 


* 


THE   RUSSIAN  SCHOOL  IN  TOKYO. 

Subordinate  to  the  Oriental  Association  is  a 
school  for  the  study  of  the  Russian  language. 
It  has  not  been  very  long  in  existence,  nor  has 
its  success  been  very  marked,  for  although 
seventy  students  entered  it  originally,  the 
greater  part  01  them  left  without  completing 
their  course,  and  at  the  first  graduation  cere- 
mony held  on  the  201I)  ultimo,  only  four 
passed  out.  The  occasion  derived  interest 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  Count  Soyejima, 
President  of  the  Association.  Having  briefly 
congratulated  the  graduates,  he  proceeded  thus  : 

 "Some  time  ago  our  Association  became 

practically  alive  to  the  importance  of  studying 
the   Russian   language    in   view   of  the  close 
proximity  of  this  country  to  Russia.    Our  great 
neighbour  has  sent  shiploads  of  emigrants  to 
Saghalien,  and  now  intends  to  despatch  carriage- 
loads  to  Vladivostock.    It  used  to  be  imagined 
that  Russia  found  herself  embarrassed  by  su- 
perabundance of  territory,  but  signs  are  now 
apparent  that  she   will  soon    be   troubled  by 
superfluity  of  population.    Confronted  by  the 
certainty  of  constantly  increasing  activity  in  the 
intercourse,  and  of  important,  if  not  strained 
relations,  between  the  two  peoples,   who  can 
question  the  necessity  of  our  study  of  the  Rus- 
sian language?    These  were  the  considerations 
that  led  the  Oriental  Association  to  establish 
this  school.    The  life  of  the  individual  is  at 
best  very  short,  but  the  life  of  the  nation  is 
endless.    What   distinguishes  men  of  ability 
from  common  folks  is  that  the  former  do  not 
take  the  term  of  their  own  lives  as  a  limit  for 
the  works  which  they  inaugurate  in  the  cause  of 
their  country.    Our  Association  flatters  itself 
that  some  credit  of  that  kind  attaches  to  its 
enterprise  in  connection  with  this  school.  In 
such  a  far-seeing  spirit,  Peter  the  Greatof  Russia 
planned  his  fruitful  designs,  and  our  Association 
seeks  always  to  be  guided  by  similar  aspirations. 
Those  upon  whom  devolves  the  duty  of  govern- 


Count  Soyejima  is  oracular.  He  seems  to 
understand  the  principle  so  cleverly  obeyed  in 
Delphic  days,  namely,  that  the  imagination  of 
the  audience  is  always  more  fertile  than  the  con- 
ception of  the  speaker.  We  can  well  imagine 
that  if  the  students  of  the  Russian  school  have 
not  enjoyed  more  tangible  pabulum  than  His 
Excellency's  speech  offers,  they  were  gradually 
starved  out.  However,  it  is  beyond  doubt  that 
the  study  of  the  Russian  language  has  much 
value  for  the  Japanese.  But  it  is  chiefly  a 
patriotic  value.  The  rewards  that  immediately 
offer  for  proficiency  in  the  language  are  few 
and  far  between,  and  whatever  Count  Soyejima 
may  say  about  the  life  of  a  nation,  individuals 
can  only  be  expected  to  take  thought  for  the 
things  that  fall  within  their  own  span  of  years. 

JAPANESE  ECONOMICAL  VIEWS. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  House  of  Peers.  Political  economy  seems 
to  interest  him  much,  as  might  indeed  have 
been  inferred  from  the  active  part  played  by  him 
in  the  parliamentary  discussion  about  the  re- 
assessment of  the  taxable  value  of  land  and  the 
reduction  of  the  Land  Tax.  He  believes — ac- 
cording to  an  expose  at  his  views  in  the  verna- 
cular press— that  tight  money  and  high  interest 
are  not  by  any  means  evidences  of  commercial 
depression,  but  should  be  interpreted  as  a  sign 
that  capital  is  being  attracted  from  the  groove 
of  stocks  and  other  public  securities,  into  the 
route  of  trade  and  industry.  That,  of  course, 
is  not  an  opinion  originating  with  Mr.  Ozaki. 
Western  economists  also  have  expressed  it, 
but  not  in  such  general  terms.  Their  doctrine 
is  that  no  hard  and  fast  inference  can  be 
deduced  from  a  light  money  market  until  the 
cause  of  the  tightness  is  investigated.  When 
public  confidence  is  shaken,  interest  becomes 
high  and  money  difficult  to  procure  because 
those  that  have  it  fear  to  lend  it.  Such  a  time 
can  scarcely  be  described  as  a  season  of  com- 
mercial and  industrial  activity.  But  interest 
may  also  be  high  and  money  hard  to  obtain  be- 
cause the  demand  for  it  is  keen,  and  because 
ways  of  employing  it  profitably  are  numerous. 
Mr.  Ozaki  thinks  that  the  latter  is  Japan's  case 
at  present,  and  he  bases  his  opinion  on  the 
rapidly  growing  dimensions  of  the  cotton-spin 
ning  industry.    We  trust  that  he  is  right. 


As  for  the  cause  of  panics  in  this  country, 
he  considers  that  it  is  to  be  sought  chiefly 
in  the  excessive  starting  of  companies.  A 
species  of  mania  seems  to  impel  people  to  that 
kind  of  enterprise,  and  then  disasters  inevitably 
ensue.  We  have  greatly  epitomized  Mr.  Ozaki's 
observations,  but  their  gist  is  here. 


RETRENCHMENT   IN  SALARIES. 

F.VKR  since  the  first  Budget  Committee  sat  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Cabinet  has 
declared  its  resolve  not  to  reduce  official  salaries, 
and  the  House,  with  equal  persistence,  has  an- 
nounced its  determination  never  to  pass  the 
Budget  until  they  are  reduced.  In  view,  there- 
fore, of  the  Budget's  perennial  non-existence, 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  according  to  the 
Kokkai  newspaper,  have  conceived  the  idea  of 
amending  the  Salary  Regulations  so  as  to  effect 
a  total  saving  of  about  2f  million  yen  in  this 
item  of  expenditure,  and  of  applying  the  surplus 
thus  obtained  to  coast  defence  and  other  pres- 
sing Slate  needs.  Our  contemporary  enters  into 
a  more  or  less  elaborate  explanation  of  the 
methods  that  would  be  followed  in  accomplish- 
ing this  reform.  Briefly  stated,  the  gist  is  that 
officials  of  Hannin  rank,  that  is  to  say  junior 
officials,  would  be  chiefly  affected  ;  that  daily 
pay  would  be  substituted  for  monthly  salary  ; 
that  all  absences  from  duty  would  involve  more 
or  less  loss  of  emolument;  and  that  some  con- 
trivance should  be  inaugurated  for  apportion- 
ing pecuninary  rewards  to  work  actually  done. 


The  ex-Senator  further  finds  consolation  for 
the  defects  in  Japanese  banking  machinery. 
In  the  West,  he  says,  where  credit  is  the  ruling 
factor,  the  fall  of  one  bank  means  the  embarrass- 
ment, it  not  the  simultaneous  fall,  of  several 
others,  because  the  ramifications  of  business  are 
so  extensive.  But  in  Japan  each  hank  stands, 
so  to  speak,  on  its  own  bottom.  It  is  a  kind  of 
pawnbroker's  shop.  If  it  comes  to  grief,  the 
disaster  is  virtually  limited  to  itself.  For 
example,  the  recent  insolvency  of  the  33rd  Bank 
and  the  closure  of  the  6oth  Bank  involved  no  evil 
consequence  for  others.  Thus  Mr.  Ozaki  ;  but 
for  our  own  part,  we  infinitely  prefer  the  Western 
fashion,  being  persuaded  that  the  great  obstacle 
to  commercial  and  industiial  development  in 
Japan  is  the  want  of  a  system  of  credit. 
* 

*  * 

Anotheropinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Ozakiisthat 
the  cycle  of  economical  panics  in  Japan  is  five 
years.  In  the  Occident  ten  lias  generally  been 
selected  as  the  ominous  number,  but  for  Japan 
Mr.  Ozaki  takes  five,  and  since  1890  was  a  year 
of  panic  on  a  small  scale,  he  suggests  the  advis- 
ability  of  exceptional  precautions  next  year. 


We  do  not  believe  this,  or  at  any  rate  we  do 
not  wish  to  believe  it.  All  experience  has  shown 
that  the  Opposition  in  the  Lower  House  are  not 
really  working  for  reform,  but  that  they  simply 
seek  to  embarrass  the  Government.  Retrench- 
ments effected  by  a  system  such  as  that  des- 
ciibed  above  would  never  satisfy  the  agitators; 
first,  because  they  do  not  care  a  row  of  pins 
about  the  fact  of  retrenchment  as  compaied 
with  the  fashion,  and  secondly,  because  they 
want  to  have  their  own  way  in  disposing  of  the 
money  retrenched.  Their  great  aim  is  to  dock 
the  salaries  of  officials  in  the  upper  ranks,  not 
so  much  because  Japanese  high  class  officials 
are  over-paid,  as  because  their  political  oppo- 
nents owe  them  a  grudge  which  would  be  best 
satisfied  by  cutting  their  incomes.  Further, 
they  have  always  justified  this  part  of  their  agita- 
tion by  pretexting  a  desire  to  reduce  the  people's 
burdens.  They  want  money  to  reduce  the 
Land-Tax,  and  they  want  to  take  it  out  of  the 
pockets  of  officials.  '  That  being  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  matter,  a  programme  of  re- 
trenchment such  as  the  Kokkai  indicates  would 
not  placate  the  Opposition  at  all.  If,  however, 
the  interests  of  the  public  service  dictate  such 
a  programme,  that  is  a  different  matter.  Let 
us  have  the  saddle  on  the  right  horse. 

MR.  WAD  A  ON  THE  PROSPECTS  OF  IRON  INDUSTRY 
IN  JAPAN. 

The  question  whether  or  no  Japan  is  to  become 
self-supplying  in  the  matter  of  iron  possesses 
very  great  interest  for  foreigners.  Mr.  Wada, 
ex-Director  of  the  Mining  Bureau,  ought  to  be  an 
authority  on  the  subject.  In  a  speech  delivered 
by  him  at  a  meeting  of  the  Geographical  Society 
on  the  23rd  ultimo,  he  expressed  very  positive 
opinions.  He  maintained  that  Japan  is  em- 
phatically rich  in  iron  ore.  Recent  investiga- 
tions by  Mr.  Kuwabara  have  proved  that  China 
possesses  ample  stores  of  the  valuable  mineral, 
and  it  was  already  known  that  Korea  and 
Russian  Siberia  are  similarly  fortunate.  It 
might  have  been  inferred  that  the  same  was 
true  of  Japan;  and  M''-  Wada  says  that  there 
never  would  have  been  any  doubt  of  the  fact 
had  not  the  deposits  been  deep  below  the 
surface,  and  had  not  the  ore  differed  in  quality 
from  that  of  England,  France,  and  Germany. 
In  short,  engineers  have  been  greatly  deceived, 
as  they  ought  not  to  have  been  had  they  taken 
due  note  of  the  deflections  of  the  magnet. 
Almost  everywhere  throughout  Japan  iron  is 
found  imbedded  in  granite  and  calcareous 
rocks  The  total  supply  visible  at  Kamaishi  111 
Rikuzen,  Sennin-zan  in  Akita,  and  Akatami-zan 
in  Echigo  is  over  thirty  million  tons,  and  fresh 
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discoveries  of  ore  are  of  daily  occurrence.  On 
the  oilier  hand,  Japan's  annual  consumption  Ot 

non  is  from  eighty  thousand  to  a  hundred  and 

thirty  thousand  tons,  ami  her  needs  must  greatly 
increase  for  military,  naval,  and  railway  pur 
poses.  It  is  true  that  the  attempts  made  by  the 
Government  in  former  years  to  establish  iron- 
smelling  works  at  Kamaishi  were  a  failure,  but 
the  causes  aie  to  be  sought,  nol  in  any  natural 
difficulty,  but  in  die  facts  that  the  enterprise 
was  premature  and  that  the  magnitude  of  its  in- 
ception was  out  of  proportion  t<>  the  locality. 
The  remoteness  of  the  place  entailed  heavy 
expense  on  account  of  transport.  In  those  days 
it  cost  4.4S  yen  to  carry  a  ton  of  metal  from  the 
works  to  Tokyo,  whereas  the  same  transport  can 
now  be  effected  for  1.80  yen.  Coal  for  smelting, 
also,  could  not  then  be  obtained  under  14  yen  a 
ton,  while  now  it  is  procurable  for  less  than  5 
yen,  delivered  at  the  works.  That  the  enter- 
prise can  be  made  profitable  under  proper 
management  is  demonstrated  by  the  experience 
of  Mr.  Tanaka,  whose  foundry,  placed  at  the 
very  spot  where  the  Governmenf's  works  were, 
flourishes  well.  He  is  not  provided  with  first- 
class  engineers  or  other  experts,  yet  his  oppor- 
tunities are  such  that  a  ton  of  iron  costing  only 
14  yen  before  shipment  at  Kamaishi  sells  in 
Tokyo  for  22  to  23  yen. 

* 

*  * 

Such  was  the  gist  of  Mr.  Wada's  address. 
He  dwelt  also  upon  the  immense  obstacle  that 
appreciated  gold  offers  to  the  purchase  of  fo- 
reign iron  for  Japanese  use,  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  a  margin  of  from  40  to 
70  per  cent,  as  between  home-produced  and 
exported  iron.  In  fact,  nothing  could  be  rosier 
than  the  view  he  took  of  the  industry's  prospects. 

TREATY  REVISION. 

Concerning  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision, 
a  section  of  the  metropolitan  papers  is  beginning 
once  more  to  indulge  in  the  favorite  pastime  of 
ventilating  speculations,  airy  and  irresponsible 
as  usual.    The  writings  of  the  Niroku  Shimpo 
and  the  Chu-o  Shimbun  are  perhaps  the  most 
noteworthy  examples  of  this  tendency.  The 
Niroku  states  that  the  Government  is  now 
resolved  to  undertake  the  task  of  Treaty  Re 
vision  even  against  the  wishes  of  the  nation, 
and  that,  in  order  to  attain  its  object,  it  will  not 
hesitate  to  dissolve  the  new  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  should  the  latter  oppose  its  foreign 
policy.    That  is  the  reason,  we  are  told,  why 
the  Cabinet  remains  so  singularly  indifferent 
as  to  the  probable  results  of  the  coming  elec 
lions,  and  also  why  the  members  of  the  Kishu 
gumi — namely  the  members  representing  Kishu 
in  the  late  Diet,  who  are  supposed  to  be  under 
the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  Mutsu — and  other 
prominent  persons  enjoying  facilities  for  know 
ing  the  Cabinet's  intentions,  do  not  show  them 
selves  in  the  least  desirous  of  being  returned  for 
the  new  Diet.     The  Cabinet  seems  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  ultimate  success  of  its  new  attempts 
to  revise  the  Treaties.    The  statesmen  of  the 
Satsuma  and  Choshu  clans  are  resolved  to  devote 
their  whole  energies  to  the  solution  of  this  prob- 
lem, because,  ih  our  contemporary's  opinion, 
they  regard  the  successful  settlement  of  such  a 
knotty  question  as  a  fitting  achievement  with 
which  to  close  the  career  of  Clan  Government. 


The  Chu-6  Shimbun  has  a  long  article  on 
the  same  subject.  It  mentions  that  of  late 
two  contradictory  reports  have  been  circulated 
concerning  the  attitude  of  a  certain  European 
Power  towards  the  Japanese  Government's 
demands  for  Revision.  By  some  it  is  reported 
that  the  Power  in  question  has  shown  itself 
ready  to  comply  with  the  terms  proposed  by 
Japan  ;  others  state  that  the 
raised  a  serious  difficulty  and  is  opposed  to 
Japanese  wishes.  Whatever  may  be  the  truth,  it 
seems  certain  that  the  Cabinet  is  already  taking 
some  active  steps  for  the  solution  of  this  great 
question.  Then  proceeding  to  discuss  the  senti- 
ments entertained  by  the  people,  the  National 
Unionist  organ  observes  that  the  attitude  of  the 
nation  remains  unaltered,  in  other  words,  that 
the  people  are  united  in  demanding  the  Revi- 


sion of  the  Treaties  on  a  fooling  of  absolute 
equality.     Of  late  the  question  has  not  been  (lis 
cussed  by  the  people  as  noisily  as  funnel  ly,  bill 
their  comparative  silence  111  list  nol  be  taken  as 
Sign  ot  any  real  diminution   of   zeal.  The 
nation  is  pursuaded  thai  in  order  to  attain  ihe 
cherished  purpose  of  the  time,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  bring  strong  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  Cabinet  so  as  to  compel  it  to  abandon  its 
weak  and  helpless    foreign  policy.     The  pre- 
sent movement   for  strict   enforcement  of  the 
Treaties  is  merely  a  manifestation  of  popular 
revolt  against  the  Government's  weak  foreign 
policy.  Even  the  warmest  promoters  of  the  move- 
ment have  no  idea  of  adheiing  to  the  existing 
Treaties;     They  want  to  have  them  strictly  en- 
forced, because  they  are  convinced  that  such  a 
course  would  essentially  conduce  to  the  attain- 
ment of  their  fundamental  object,  Treaty  Revi- 
sion on  an  equal   fooling.    The  Chu-o  then 
reviews  what  the  Government  of  the  Meiji  era 
has  hilheito  done  to  solve  this  problem.  Hav- 
ing discussed    the    programmes  of  previous 
Ministries,  it  observes,  with  reference  to  the 
present  Cabinet,  that  Mr.  Mutsu  has  been  carry- 
ing on  negotiations  with  some  Powers  in  secret, 
his  object  being  lo  surprise  the  nation  one  fine 
morning  by  the  announcement  that  the  long 
cherished  aspirations  of  the  empire  have  at  last 
been  attained.    According  to    our  contempo- 
rary's information    negotiations    are  progress- 
ing very   smoothly.    As  to  the  basis  of  Re- 
vision,  the  Chu-o's  knowledge  is  vague,  but 
it  alleges  that  Mixed  Residence  will  be  granted 
simultaneously  with  the  abolition  of  Consular 
Jurisdiction.    On  the    subject    of    the  tariff, 
despite    the    moderate  position    assumed  by 
ihe  Japanese  Government,  further  concessions 
are  said  to  be  under  contemplation.   The  Chu-o 
next  proceeds  to  discuss  the  attitude  entertained 
towards  Japan  by  England  and  Russia.  These 
two  Powers,  says  the  National  Unionist  organ 
are  now  competing  for  Japan's  friendship  in 
view  of  a  possible  war  between  them  in  this 
quarter  of  the  world.    The  recent  visit  of  the 
Russian  Crown  Prince,  and  the  fact  that  Lord 
Salisbury,  while  in  power,  caused  some  investi- 
gations to  be  made  about  Army  organization  in 
Japan,  are  referred  to  as  instances  of  the  interest 
which  the  Governments  of  the  two  States  have 
begun  to  take  in  the  friendship  of  this  Empire. 
However,   despite  England's   general  willing 
ness  to  comply  with  Japan's  demands,  a  certain 
point   is  believed   to  have   arisen  concerning 
which  an  agreement  has  not  yet  been  arrived 
at.     According  to  some   persons,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun's  recent  article  on  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  Treaties  had  particular  reference 
lo  the  new  difficulty  that  has  arisen  between 
Japan  and  England.    But  the  Chu-o  is  not  in- 
clined to  repose  any  faith  in  that  opinion.  An- 
other rumour  is  to  the  effect,  that  England  has 
taken  umbrage  against  Japan  on  discovering 
the  existence  of  a  secret  understanding  between 
this  country,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Russia  and 
France  on  the  other.     France  is  said  to  have 
assumed  the  initiative  in  the  task  of  organizing 
what  may  almost  be  termed  an  alliance  between 
the  three  countries.     She  made  the  proposal  to 
Russia,  who    readily    agreed   to  it,  and  they 
together    approached    Japan.    The  Japanese 
Ministers  of  State  are  represented  as  having 
been  at  first  surprised  by  the  proposal,  but  after 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  useful  purpose 
which  such  an   alliance  wouTd   serve   in  the 
country's    foreign    relations,    especially  witl 
reference  to  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision 
they   at  last  resolved  to  accept  the  proposal 
About  that  time — the  date  is  not   given — th 
Japanese  Government  began  to  assume  a  ver 
strong  attitude  in  its  negotiations  for  Revision 
so  that  both  England  and  Germany  were  led  to 
i  PoweTbas  I  susPect  that  something  must  have  happened  to 
'bring  about  such  a  sudden  change  in  the  tone 
of  the  Japanese  Cabinet.    They  soon  discovered 
the  true  cause  of  the  change,  but  the  alliance 
between  the  three  countries  being  already  an 
accomplished  fact,  they  could  do  nothing  to 
prevent  it.    At  the  instance  of  the  Russian  and 
French  Representatives,  the  Japanese  Govern 
ment  is  said  to  have  used  various  endeavours  to 
keep  Germany  aloof  from  England  on  the  ques 


(ion  of  Treaty  Revision,  and  having  thus  isolated 

BngJaad;  the  Government  is  believed  to  he 

it  present  doing  its  best  lo  induce  her  to  ac- 
cept its  pioposals,  being  resolved  even  to  re- 
sort to  denunciation  if  necessaiy.  As  lo  that, 
lowever,  some  folks  doubt  the  existence  of  any 
eal  intention  to  resort  to  such  sliong  measuies. 
Yet  another  authoiily  is  quoted  as  having  as- 
sured our  contemporary  that  the  present  Cabi- 
net is  resolved  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  question 
of  Tiealy  Revision.  Count  Inouye  is  leported 
to  have  once  rental  ked  that,  in  order  to  obtain 
its  object,  ihe  Cabinet  is  prepared  lo  sacrifice 
even  the  life  of  Mr.  Mutsu.  It  is  further  alleged 
thai  the  Cabinet  entertains  a  hope  of  settling 
this  question  befoie  the  convocation  of  the  sixth 
session  of  the  Diet.  Laslly,  with  reference  to 
the  people's  sentiments  towards  the  present 
Cabinet's  programme  for  Treaty  Revision,  the 
Chu-o  believes  that  a  general  and  violent  out- 
burst of  popular  opposition  is  inevitable. 
* 

Was  ever  such  a  hotch-potch  of  contradictory 
rumours  gravely  advanced  by  a  newspaper  pro- 
fessing to  think  its  words  worthy  of  public  at- 
tention ?  N  says  "  Yes  "  and  M  says  "  No  ";  P 
says  this,  and  Q  says  that — it  is,  in  short  a  lottery 
of  inventions.  Any  curious  person  may  thrust 
his  hand  into  the  fiat  and  draw  out  a  different 
fabrication.  All  are  equally  valuable  and  there 
are  no  blanks.  One  thing  alone  emerges  clearly 
from  the  melange :  the  Japanese  Cabinet  is 
trying  to  effect  Treaty  Revision,  and  the  Chu-o 
is  quite  sure  that  if  it  succeeds  on  the  lines  con- 
templated, there  will  be  a  general  and  violent 
outburst  of  popular  opposition.  But  what  those 
lines  are,  truly  the  Chu-o  does  not  know  and 
does  not  greatly  care.  The  main  point  is  that 
they  are  Government  lines :  that  suffices  to 
make  them  objectionable  in  the  eyes  of  every 
true  patriot  of  the  Chu-o's  type.  We  do  not  sup- 
pose that  any  sober-minded  person  will  give  a 
second  thought  to  such  obviously  conjectural 
writing.  Should  Treaty  Revision  enter  the 
eld  of  practical  politics,  the  public  will  hear 
about  it  in  good  time,  and  from  sources  not 
quite  so  nebulous  as  those  we  have  quoted,  In 
the  meanwhile,  we  have  thought  it  well  to  notice 
these  wild  rumours  that  out  readers  may  learn 
how  entirely  in  the  dark  a  section  of  the  Japa- 
nese press  is  labouring. 


TH K    "  NICHI    NICHI    SHIMBUN        ON    THE  PRO 
MIXED   RESIDENCE  SOCIETY. 

Writing  about  the  Pro-Mixed  Residence  So- 
ciety, the  formation  of  which  was  noticed  in 
these  columns  some  time  ago,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  observes  that,  in  its  opinion,  the 
society,  as  it  now  stands,  has  no  raison  d'etre 
whatever.  As  to  the  personality  of  its  originators 
and  its  mode  of  operation,  our  contemporary 
professes  entire  ignorance.  Neither  does  it 
pretend  to  understand  very  clearly  the  aims  for 
which  the  society  has  been  organized.  But  if 
its  name  indicates  anything,  and  its  published 
rules  have  any  meaning,  the  Nichi  Nichi  does 
not  hesitate  to  declare  most  positively  that  the 
formation  of  such  an  association  at  the  present 
moment  can  serve  no  useful  purpose.  Mixed 
Residence  in  itself  is  not  the  object  of  the 
Japanese  nation.  It  is  simply  a  necessary  and 
natural  consequence  of  the  magnanimous  and 
enlightened  policy  which  His  Majesty  adopted 
when  he  ascended  the  Throne.  When  the  ini- 
quitous treaties  now  in  force  are  done  away 
with,  the  opening  of  the  interior  for  the  residence 
of  men  of  all  nationalities  follows  as  a  matter 
of  course.  What,  then,  is  the  use  of  forming  a 
society  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  re- 
sult that  will  necessarily  come  to  pass  in  the 
natural  course  of  things  ?  It  would  be  intelli- 
gible enough  lo  organize  a  league  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  recovery  of  the  coun- 
try's judicial  or  tariff  autonomy,  but  there  is  no 
excuse  for  raising  any  standard  in  a  cause  like 
that  of  Mixed  Residence.  The  Grand  Japan 
Union  has  been  dissolved,  but  a  section  of  the 
nation  still  entertains  anti-foreign  sentiments. 
In  view  of  that  circumstance,  it  might  not  be 
unadvisable  to  organize  a  society  for  the  promo- 
tion of  friendly  feelings  between  Japanese  and 
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foreigners.  But  there  is  no  good  reason  to 
form  a  society  for  the  sake  of  Mixed  Residence 
pure  and  simple.  Some  scholars  think  that 
Mixed  Residence  will  prove  useful  as  a  means 
of  race  improvement,  while  some  merchants 
desire  it  because  it  will  promote  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  capital,  and  yet  another  class  of 
men  believe  that  it  will  serve  as  a  stimulus  to 
internal  improvement.  The  Nichi  Nichi  does 
not  endorse  any  of  these  views,  but  thinks  that 
the  promoters  of  the  Pro-Mixed  Residence 
Society  would  have  had  some  excuse,  had  they 
been  actuated  by  such  motives.  But  that  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  case,  for  the  rules  of  the 
society  simply  state  that  "Its  object  is  to 
promote  the  early  opening  of  the  country  for 
Mixed  Residence  and  to  place  the  Empire  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  other  Powers."  How 
can  the  opening  of  the  interior  for  Mixed  Re- 
sidence place  the  country  on  an  equality  with 
foreign  Powers?  The  Nichi  Nichi  does  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed  to  Mixed 
Residence,  but  as  to  the  propriety  of  forming  a 
society  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  it  about, 
our  contemporary  can  not  chose  but  expose 
the  entire  uselessness  of  such  a  measure. 


THE  "NICHI   NICHI  SHIMBUn"   ON  THE 
DENUNCIATION  OF  TREATIES. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  of  the  4th  instant 
returns  once  more  to  discuss  the  question  of 
Treaty  Denunciation.  Its  first  article  on  the 
subject  was  reproduced  in  our  last  weekly  sum- 
mary. One  of  the  principal  reasons  why  our 
contemporary  is  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of 
strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  is  that  the  existing 
treaties  being  anomalous  and  unjust,  the  strict 
carrying  out  of  their  stipulations  would  not  be 
advantageous  to  Japan.  For  instance,  the 
Treaty  between  Japan  and  Portugal  does  not 
define  the  qualifications  of  the  Consuls  in 
whom  the  right  of  jurisdiction  is  vested.  Con- 
sequently, strict  enforcement  of  that  Treaty 
would  mean  restoration  of  the  defunct  provi- 
sions relating  to  Consular  Jurisdiction,  for 
Japan's  objection  to  merchant  Consuls  exer- 
cising jurisdiction  might  be  untenable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  strict  letter  of  the 
Treaty.  Had  the  doctrine  of  Strict  Enforce- 
ment been  adopted,  it  would  thus  have  been 
impossible  for  Japan  to  recover  her  judicial 
autonomy  vis-a-vis  even  of  Portugal.  The  pre- 
sent Cabinet  does  not  endorse  such  a  suicidal 
policy,  and  stoutly  rejected  the  proposals  which 
the  Portuguese  Minister  made  for  the  resusci- 
tation of  the  provisions  bearing  on  Consular 
Jurisdiction.  Now  that  Revision  of  the  existing 
Treaties  is  a  matter  of  the  most  urgent  im- 
portance, it  is,  in  the  Nichi  Nichi's  opinion, 
the  height  of  self-humiliation  to  agitate  for  the 
strict  enforcement  of  those  Treaties.  "  When," 
says  our  contemporary,  "  we  recently  stated  that 
it  was  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  the  possible 
denunciation  of  the  Treaties,  the  announce- 
ment caused  the  advocates  of  strict  enforce- 
ment profound  surprise.  They  declared  that 
such  a  course  would  be  too  strong.  Con- 
cerning the  draft  of  proposals  now  forming  the 
subject  of  negotiation  between  Japan  and  Eng- 
land, some  people  imagine  that  it  is  the  same 
as  that  which  was  elaborated  by  Viscount 
Aoki,  while  others  seem  to  >bel  ieve  that  un- 
reasonable concessions  are  being  made  to  Eng- 
land. The  so-called  Aoki  programme  was 
shown  privately  to  a  few  Privy  Councillors,  but 
with  the  retirement  of  Count  Yamagata  from 
the  Premiership,  it  fell  to  the  ground.  Under 
Count  Matsukala's  Administration,  Viscount 
Aoki  again  elaborated  a  scheme,  but  before  he 
was  able  to  open  negotiations  on  its  basis,  he 
was  succeeded  at  the  Foreign  Office  by  Viscount 
Enomoto.  His  scheme  was  improved  upon  by 
Viscount  Enomoto  in  concert  with  the  Imperial 
Commission  for  Treaty  Revision  appointed 
while  the  Viscount  was  at  the  Foreign  Office. 
Viscount  Enomoto,  however,  did  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  carry  out  the  scheme.  The 
task  thus  left  uncompleted  by  preceding  Mini- 
stries was  zealously  taken  up  by  the  pre- 
sent Cabinet,  which  is  still  engaged  in  its  pro- 
secution. Whether  the  Cabinet  has  adopted 
the  Aoki  programme,  which  was  abandoned 


long  since,  or  whether  it  has  chosen  a  later 
scheme,  or  whether  it  has  elaborated  an  entirely 
new  one,  the  Nichi  Nichi  does  not  profess  to 
be  in  a  position  to  know.  But  it  ventures  to 
state  that,  in  view  of  the  various  failures  since 
1887,  the  Cabinet  is  not  likely  to  repeat  the 
folly  of  giving  the  people  just  cause  for  opposing 
its  programme.  Moreover,  important  progress 
having  been  made  since  that  time  by  Japan,  it 
goes  without  saying  that  the  Government  will 
not  revise  the  Treaties  except  on  a  footing  of 
perfect  equality.  How  should  the  Govern- 
ment proceed  otherwise  in  view  of  its  deter- 
mination to  put  an  end  to  the  Treaties  by  a 
declaration  in  case  its  demand  be  not  acced- 
ed. Perhaps  persons  satisfied  with  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  existing  Treaties,  may  count 
denunciation  difficult  of  accomplishment.  But 
such  a  measure  is  easy  enough  to  an  inde- 
pendent Empire  not  inferior  to  countries  like 
Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  Switzerland,  Belgium 
and  so  forth.  If  the  Government  be  incapable 
of  maintaining  the  Empire's  prestige  even  to 
that  extent,  the  Japanese  should  do  everything 
in  their  power,  to  attain  their  object  of  Revision, 
even  by  appealing  to  the  Sovereign  to  replace 
the  Cabinet  with  a  better  one.  The  advocates 
of  strict  enforcement  are  wont  to  say  that  the 
Government  is  not  strong  enough.  But  Treaty 
Revision  being  a  national  question,  the  people 
ought  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  Cabinet, 
if  they  think  the  latter  too  weak  for  the  purpose. 
Indeed,  those  who  urge  the  Cabinet  to  rigidly 
enforce  the  existing  treaties  practically  recognize 
the  importance  of  giving  a  stimulus  to  the  states- 
men in  power.  Why  do  they  not,  at  the  same 
time,  advise  the  Cabinet  to  denounce  the  treaties? 
We  are  led  to  suspect  that  they  are  really  speak- 
ing of  themselves  when  they  inveigh  against 
invertebrate  folks.  However  that  may  be,  it  will 
be  fortunate  for  the  country  if  our  (the  Nichi 
Nichi's)  own  writings  prove  the  means  of  in- 
fusing courage  into  them. 


TOKYO  TOPICS. 

It  seems  tolerably  certain  that  we  are  to  have 
a  cable-car  system  in  certain  parts  of  the  capital 
and  electrical  trolleys  in  others.  It  is  said  that 
the  authorities  object  to  cable  -cars  in  the  great 
thoroughfare  that  runs  from  Shimbashi  to  Me- 
gane-bashi  and  thence  to  Uyeno,  on  the  ground 
that  several  of  the  bridges  would  be  unequal  to 
the  increased  weight  and  strain.  And  really, 
when  one  comes  to  think  of  it,  some  of  these 
bridges,  however  great  their  name  and  historic 
fame,  are  very  poor  specimens  of  architectural 
skill.  Both  Shimbashi  and  Nihonbashi  are  ab- 
surdly, even  dangerously,  narrow,  and  are  daily 
growing  more  of  an  obstruction  than  a  help  to 
traffic.  Yoroi-bashi  and  Azuma-bashi,  as  well 
as  other  bridges  that  span  the  Sumida,  are  ex- 
cellently and  most  durably  constructed  ;  yet 
here  the  traffic  is  not  to  be  compared  with  that 
of  Tori  or  Ginza.  Sooner  or  later  the  time- 
honoured  arches  will  have  to  be  replaced. 
* 

*  * 

The  new  municipal  buildings  (Tokyo  Fu)  are 
outwardly  complete,  and  we  hear  that  everything 
will  be  done  to  make  them  habitable  by  the 
middle  of  March.  The  new  offices  of  the  Court 
of  Cassation  are  expected  to  be  in  readiness 
before  June.  These  fine  and  spacious  build- 
ings will  add  greatly  to*  the  stateliness  of  the 
metropolis,  which  has  had  hitherto  nothing 
much  to  boast  of  with  regard  to  its  public  offices. 
It  is  amusing  to  see  the  country-folk  watch- 
ing with  mingled  pride  and  amazement  the 
masons  and  bricklayers  at  work  on  these  com- 
paratively colossal  edifices.  The  little  minaret 
above  the  new  Municipal  Offices,  with  its 
slender  columns  and  airy  appearance — an  utter 
eye-sore  to  educated  eyes — never  fails  to  elicit 
loud-mouthed  exclamations  of  Domo,  erai nei ! 
* 

*  * 

Mr.  Taguchi  Ukichi,  having  generously  retir- 
ed from  candidature  for  the  new  Parliament  in 
favour  of  his  friend  and  quondam  literary  as- 
sociate, Mr.  Aoki  Tasuke,  is  doing  good  work 
in  the  Keizai-gaku  Kyokwai,  or  Economic 
Society,  of  which  he  is  the  principal  supporter. 
The  members  of  this  society,  as  already  briefly ' 


noticed,  held  a  meeting  at  the  Fujimi  Tei, 
Kojimachi  District,  on  the  20th  ultimo.  Mr. 
Watanabe,  Minister  of  Finance,  honoured  the 
meeting  with  his  presence.  In  the  course  of  his 
address  he  expressed  the  following  pertinent 
and  noteworthy  view: — "The  State  Economy 
of  Japan  has  made  all  its  wonderful  progress  so 
far  not  as  the  result  of  any  concerted  design 
but  by  pure  chance.  That  is  what  makes  us 
economists  feel  so  anxious,  and  should  cause 
us  to  take  every  precaution  for  the  econo- 
my of  future  years."  Mr.  Nakakuma  Keizo, 
another  distinguished  guest,  spoke  on  the 
following  theme  : — "  What  we  call  our  rights 
is  the  physical  might  of  the  country," — in  a 
manner  not  calculated  to  calm  the  perturbed 
minds  of  the  Yokohama  terrorist  press.  Mr. 
Taguchi  gave  a  fine  and  (in  consideration  of  the 
presence  of  a  Cabinet  Minister)  somewhat 
daring  address,  choosing  as  his  subject  : — 
"  The  Collision  between  Nationalism  and  In- 
dividualism." His  speech  was  on  a  theme  that 
has  interested  the  far-seeing  economists  of 
Europe  for  a  number  of  years: — "The  rail- 
way ought  to  be  a  national  possession,  and 
carry  people  or  convey  freight  as  far  as  possible 
free  of  charge  !  Altogether  the  meeting  was 
most  instructive. 

* 

*  « 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Taguchi,  reminds  us  that  his 
historical  magazine,  the  Shi-kai,  "  Ocean  of 
History,"  has  become  decidedly  heretic  in  its 
views,  or,  at  all  events,  much  more  plain  of  speech 
in  everything  that  concerns  the  hitherto  all- 
but-sacred  portions  of  Ancient  Japanese  history. 
In  this  direction  the  Educational  Department 
has  relaxed  the  rigidness  ot  its  censorship,  very 
much  to  its  credit:  scientific  criticism  of  a 
nation's  annals  is  always  necessary  to  obtain 
trustworthy  data.  The  spirit  of  the  century  is 
that  everything  must  be  tested  an  fond;  no 
matter  how  old  or  venerable  the  book,  it  must 
needs  be  subjected  to  the  scalpel  of  science.  If, 
deciphering  the  cuneiform  inscriptions  of  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, we  can  trace  vain-glorious  misstate- 
ments of  his  prowess — great  monarch  though  he 
was — and  if  we  may  minutely  examine  into  the 
chronology  of  the  Book  of  Books  and  calmly 
relegate  the  compilation  of  the  Book  of  Daniel 
to  the  reign  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  III.,  then 
is  the  scientific  world  justified  in  accepting  the 
stories  of  the  Kojiki  and  Nihonji  with  all  due 
deliberation  and  precaution  :  as  justified  as  it  is 
in  deciding  the  legend  of  the  Sun  Goddess  to 
be  very  little  more  than  a  mere  myth,  and  in 
refusing  to  accept  the  cosmogony  of  the  Japa- 
nese writers  of  olden  times. 

* 

*  * 

It  may  interest  our  readers  to  learn  that, 
in  spite  of  the  hard  times  and  general  stand- 
still of  trade,  the  theatres  have  been  doing  a 
large  business  during  the  holidays  and  social 
festivities.  Nearly  all  the  leading  metropolitan 
theatres  have  enjoyed  unlooked-for  "runs," 
particularly  the  Kabuki-za,  Haruki-za,  and  Mei- 
ji-za.  The  last-named  advertises  a  continuance 
until  the  13th  instant;  while  the  Kabuki-za, 
with  its  meagre  list,  all  things  considered, 
of  star-actors,  has  twice  had  to  postpone  the 
date  of  the  final  representation  of  the  melo- 
drama now  on  its  stage.  The  ever-welcome 
Chushin-gura  was  given  at  the  Fukano-za  from 
February  1st,  with  several  entirely  new  scenes. 
The  Aizome-sa  in  Negishi  (near  Uyeno),  a 
second-rate  theatre,  promises  a  revival  of  the 
Shiranui  Monogatari  this  month, — a  play 
that  never  appears  on  first-class  boards.  Kawa- 
kami  Otojiro  and  his  troup  of  .r^z'-actors 
have  been  playing  to  ^crowded  houses  at  the 
Asakusa-za.  It  is  said  that  Kawakami  has 
signed  an  agreement  to  "  star''  in  various  Hok- 
kaido theatres,  $1,500  being  assured  him  for  the 
spring  season.  Although  these  soshi  make,  as  a 
rule,  decidedly  poor  histrions,  Kawakami  has  a 
genius  for  acting  and,  we  hear,  intends  re- 
modelling several  of  Shakespeare's  dramas  for 
the  Japanese  stage.  Mr.  Fukuchi  Genichiro, 
sometime  editor  of  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun  and  acknowledged  to  be  Japan's  lead- 
ing playwright  and  feuilletonist,  has  for  some 
time  been  engaged  upon  an  attempted  adap- 
tation of  "  Hamlet,"  and  the  "  Merchant  of 
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Venice."  An  incident  very  similar  to  the  plot 
of  the  former  occurred,  he  alleges,  during 
the  days  when  Kamakura  was  the  capital  ol 
Japan.  At  the  Shimizu-za  in  Hachioji,  Dan- 
sho,  a  one-time  favourite  of  the  larger  theatres 
but  for  sundry  misdeeds  now  confined  to  those 
of  the  middle  class,  lias  been  reaping  the 
plaudits  of  audiences  for  his  excellent  im- 
personation of  MinamotO  Tametomo.  The 
veteran  actress,  Kumehachi,  the  star  of  her 
guild,  has  had  to  discontinue  acting  at  the 
Naniwa-za  in  Osaka  owing  to  ill-health.  She  is 
now  over  sixty  years  of  age  and  excels  in  im- 
personating the  heroes  of  olden  time.  Her 
place  lias  been  taken  by  Katsura,  another  fa- 
vourite actress.  Goto  Matabei  and  his  troupe 
are  going  to  revive  the  old  play  of  Wageno  Kiyo- 
maro  at  the  Kado-za,  in  Osaka,  next  month. 
This  was  last  seen  on  the  stage  more  than 
twelve  years  ago. 

* 

*  * 

Stocks  are  always  risky  things  to  meddle 
with,  and  never  more  so  than  at  present,  when 
no  man  can  say  what  a  share  may  be  worth  for 
two  days  together.  The  recent  history  of  the 
Tanko  Tetsudo  Kaisha  is  instructive  in  this 
connection,  as  it  plainly  shows  that  Japanese 
stock-brokers  are  not  far  behind  their  peers  in 
Wall  Street  or  the  Stock  Exchange.  About 
September  of  last  year,  just  before  the  mild 
panic  that  gave  so  many  speculators  a  rude 
awakening,  the  shares  sold  at  106,  or  con- 
siderably more  than  100  per  cent,  premium. 
In  forty-eight  hours  they  fell  to  94,  and  have 
since  gone  down  nearly  one-third  of  this 
figure.  The  retrieval  of  the  stock  from  utter 
ruin,  is  the  work  of  Mr.  Amenomiya  Keijiro. 
He  is  a  skilful  manager  of  his  men  as  well 
as  a  stock  operator  of  unparalleled  finesse. 
Those  in  his  employ  become  proverbially  weal- 
thy,— witness  Sato  Jutaro,  Nambu  Sukenojo, 
andDoiKikue!  The  prosperity  of  the  Tanko 
Railway  Company  is  and  has  been  principally 
due  to  stock-brokering  strategy.  Backed  by 
Mr.  Amenomiya,  such  men  as  Inotiye  Kaku- 
goro,  the  Chrysostom  of  the  Lower  House,  and 
Tanaka  Heihachi  played  the  little  game  known 
as  Kai-shime  saku,  which,  being  interpreted, 
means  "  effecting  a  comer."  This  pretty  plan 
was,  however,  to  some  extent  invalidated  by 
a  sudden  increase  in  the  Bank  rate  of  interest. 
So  another  scheme  was  put  on  foot,  and  large 
transactions  in  the  Company's  shares  were 
foisted  on  public  credulity  in  the  names  of  noble- 
men, opulent  merchants,  and  leading  bankers. 
But  most  unfortunately  for  the  tacticians,  the 
Nippon  Ginko  again  raised  its  rate  of  interest  a 
few  days  ago,  and  the  "House  that  Jack  built" 
now  threatens  to  fall  about  the  shareholders'ears. 
Yet  with  such  crafty  steersmen  at  the  helm,  the 
coal-barges  of  the  Tanko  Tetsudo  Kwaisha  will 
probably  ride  out  the  storm.  Non-participants 
are  looking  on  at  the  game  with  unusual  interest, 
for  it  is  sink  or  swim  this  time  in  grim  earnest. 


GIFU  AGAIN. 

The  unfortunate  Gifu  Prefecture  seems  to  have 
been  demoralized  as  well  as  devastated  by  the 
great  earthquake  of  1890.  At  first  an  object  of 
pity,  it  soon  became,  and  has  since  remained,  a 
subject  for  slander.  All  sorts  of  heinous 
charges  were  preferred  against  the  local  officials 
in  connection  with  the  distribution  of  the  earth- 
quake relief  funds,  and  when  that  topic  appear- 
ed to  have  been  exhausted,  another  crops  up. 
This  time  the  trouble  relates  to  works  of  recon- 
struction on  the  Kiso  River.  Since  the  scheme 
of  reconstruction  was  drawn  up  in  1887,  the 
price  of  land  has  risen  greatly — from  about  320 
yen  to  720  yen  per  acre.  Hence  the  funds 
appropriated  by  the  Local  Assembly  for  pur- 
poses of  reconstruction  prove  quite  inadequate. 
In  order  to  discover  some  exit  from  the  dead- 
lock, the  Governor  delegated  to  the  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Assembly  the  duty  of  investi- 
gating the  question,  and  certain  land-owners, 
it  is  alleged,  apprehensive  lest  the  project  should 
be  abandoned  unless  the  Committee's  report 
were  prepared  in  the  right  sense,  set  about  win- 
ning the  good-will  of  the  Committee-men  by 
entertainments  and  douceurs.  Out  of  the  five 
Committee-men,  four  succumbed  to  this  plea- 


sant pressure.  But  the  fifth,  too  sturdy  for 
such  methods,  gave  information  of  the  plot.  Ii 
appears  that  the  landowners  suspected  of  lie- 
having  in  this  crafty  manner  are  not  the  posses- 
sors of  the  lands  concerning  the  purchase  price 
of  which  the  difficulty  has  arisen,  but  arc  owners 
of  other  lands,  whose  market  value  would  be 
greatly  enhanced  were  the  works  of  reconstruc- 
tion carried  out.  Their  idea  was  to  induce 
the  Committee  to  adopt,  in  respect  of  the  land 
in  dispute,  an  appraisement  so  moderate  that 
the  prosecution  of  the  works  would  not  be  im- 
perilled. Naturally  the  possessors  of  the  lands 
directly  concerned  are  indignant,  and  there  is 
trouble.  It  seems  a  common-place  kind  of 
affair,  and  may  not  be  without  the  proverbial 
grain  of  truth.  But  we  observe  that  the  verna- 
cular newspapers  recounting  the  story  attribute 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  land  in  Gifu  to  the 
appreciation  of  gold.  How  in  the  name  of  reason 
can  such  a  proposition  be  established  ? 


VERACITY  AND  CREDULITY. 

Thk  Japanese  newspapers  which  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  deceived  into  reproducing  and  at- 
taching credence  to  the  letter  published  in  the 
columns  of  the  Japan  Gazette  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, with  reference  to  Treaty  Revision,  will 
perhaps  be  more  circumspect  hereafter  in 
selecting  their  sources  of  news.  The  Japan 
Gazette  prefaced  its  publication  of  the  letter  by 
stating  that  the  writer  "evidently  had  access  to 
the  best  sources  of  information  on  diplomatic 
affairs."  It  further  took  the  document  as  the 
text  for  a  leading  article,  in  which  the  foreign 
residents  were  told  that  they  ought  to  "  awake 
to  a  sense  of  their  position,"  and  follow  the 
example  of  the  Shanghai  Branch  of  the  China 
Association  by  holding  a  meeting  and  entering 
a  united  protest  against  the  threatened  "  sacri- 
fice of  their  interests  for  no  adequate  return." 
The  letter,  though  to  any  careful  reader  it 
contained  internal  evidence  convicting  its  writer 
of  marked  ignorance  of  diplomatic  affairs, 
seemed  sufficiently  interesting  to  justify  in- 
quiries, the  result  of  which  was  that  on  unim- 
peachable authority,  we  were  able  to  declare 
every  essential  point  about  Treaty  Revision 
contained  in  the  letter  to  be  absolutely  untrue. 
To  this  the  Japan  Gazette  made  rejoinder  in 
its  issue  of  the  3rd  instant : — "  We  can  assure 
the  public  on  the  most  incontrovertible  authority, 
that  nearly  every  essential  point  about  Treaty 
Revision  advanced  in  the  letter  is  absolutely 
true,  and  that  the  whole  story  about  negotia- 
tions with  Great  Britain  is  based  on  fact."  It 
further  accused  the  Japan  Mail  of  "  not  hesi- 
tating to  perpetrate  any  prevarication  which 
should  subserve  its  own  ends."  That  was 
the  position  taken  by  the  Japan  Gatetle  on 
the  3rd  instant.  But  on  the  6th,  three  days 
later,  it  suddenly  published  this  confession  : — 
"Since  that  letter  was  written  the  political 
situation  has  undergone  a  complete  change,  and 
even  assuming  that  the  letter  contained  an 
accurate  description  of  the  position  of  affairs 
early  in  December  last,  affairs  have  fortunately 
altered.  *  *  *  The  letter  therefore  is  of  no 
value  except  perhaps  as  a  fairly  faithful  record 
of  what  is  now  past.  The  agitation  in  the 
Japanese  press  with  regard  to  its  contents  is 
very  amusing,  but  comes  too  late." 

* 

*  * 

We  invite  the  vernacular  newspapers  that 
have  been  so  ill-advised  as  to  attach  any  faith 
to  the  Japan  Gazette's  information,  we  invite 
them  to  consider  these  facts: — On  the  1st 
instant  the  Japan  Gazette  published  a  letter 
purporting  to  describe  the  actual  situation  of 
the  Treaty  Revision  question.  At  the  same 
time,  ,it  made  the  letter  the  text  of  an  article 
exhorting  the  community  to  "  seriously  consider 
the  present  state  of  affairs,"  and  telling  them 
that  "  if  they  were  content  to  view  these  things 
with  equaminity,"  they  would  soon  be  brought 
under  "  a  Treaty  which  would  make  life  un- 
bearable." On  the  6th  instant,  it  declared  that 
"the  agitation  in  the  Japanese  press  with 
regard  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  was  very 
amusing  but  came  too  late,"  inasmuch  as 
the  letter  was  of  no  value  except,  perhaps, 
as  a  fairly  faithful  record  of  what  is  now  past. 


That  is  the  history  of  less  than  a  week's 
journalism.  On  the  ist  instant  we  have  a 
newspaper  publishing  a  letter  the  contents  of 
which  it  makes  the  basis  of  an  editorial  attempt 
10  agitate  the  community  and  incite  the  foreign 
residents  to  hold  an  indignation  meeting.  On 
the  6th  instant,  it  laughs  at  the  Japanese  new- 
papers  for  having  paid  any  serious  attention  to 
the  letter,  and  tells  them  that  their  "  agitation 
with  regard  to  its  contents  comes  too  late." 
* 

*  » 

We  invite  the  deluded  Japanese  journals  to 
consider  also  the  following  facts  :  —  On  the  3rd 
instant,  the  Japan  Gazette  solemnly  "assured 
the  public  on  the  most  incontrovertible  au- 
thority that  nearly  every  essential  point  about 
Treaty  Revision  advanced  in  the  letter  was 
absolutely  true,"  and  with  regard  to  the 
Japan  Mail,  which  had  declared  the  contents 
of  the  letter  to  be  untrue,  the  Gazette  accused 
it  of  "not  hesitating  to  perpetrate  any  pre- 
varication which  should  subserve  its  own  ends." 
On  the  6th  instant,  the  same  Japan  Gazette 
announced  that  the  same  letter  was  "  of  no 
value,"  but  that  it  might  perhaps  have  been 
nearly  true  at  some  past  time.  We  know  of 
nothing  quite  up  to  the  level  of  this  in  the 
history  of  journalism.  Vernacular  newspapers 
will  probably  hesitate  in  future  before  they 
attach  any  credence  to  the  contents  of  the 
Japan  Gazette. 


THE  "KOKUMIN  SHIMBUN." 

The  Kokumin  Skimbun  having  of  late  been 
rather  unguarded  in  giving  vent  to  its  demo- 
cratic opinions  about  the  responsibility  of  Mini- 
sters of  State,  has  dearlypaid  for  its  extravagance. 
It  has  been  placed  under  the  ban  of  suspension. 
The  point  particularly  reprehensible  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Authorities  must  have  been  our  contem- 
porary's contention  that  the  Constitution,  instead 
of  being  the  Sovereign's  spontaneous  gift,  owes 
its  origin  to  the  irresistible  rights  originally 
existing  in  the  people,  an  argument  entirely  at 
variance  with  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
Japanese  polity.  Such  being,  in  its  opinion, 
the  raison  d'etre  of  the  Constitution,  the  Koku- 
min insists  that  the  Ministers  of  State  must 
be  responsible  not  to  the  Emperor  but  to  the 
Diet,  which  presumably  represents  the  will  of 
the  people.  Our  contemporary  does  not  hesi- 
tate to  charge  the  present  Ministers  with 
having  craftily  shifted  the  responsibility  to  the 
shoulders  of  their  Sovereign.  In  short,  the 
Kokumin  s  idea  is  to  introduce  here  at  once  a 
democracy  of  the  English  type.  Such  an  am- 
bition is  not  confined  to  that  paper  alone;  it  is 
shared  by  all  the  organs  of  the  Progressionist 
and  some  other  factions.  These  journals  have 
repeatedly  ventilated  similar  opinions  without 
once  calling  for  the  interference  of  the  authori- 
ties, and  the  Kokumin  would  no  doubt  have 
been  left  free  to  expatiate  upon  its  favourite 
theme  of  a  Responsible  Cabinet,  had  it  not 
allowed  itself  to  write  in  a  tone  showing  little 
respect  towards  the  Sovereign,  and  had  it  not 
used  seditious  language  against  the  present 
holders  of  power. 


THE  MITSUI  BANK. 

The  Mitsui  Bank,  though  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  influential  in  Japan,  has  only  now,  for  the 
first  time,  published  a  report  of  its  transactions. 
In  former  days  it  was  not  the  custom  in  Japan 
to  publish  such  reports,  but  their  issue  has 
become  compulsory  under  the  provisions  of  the 
new  Commercial  Code.  We  gather  from  the 
Nichi  Nichi's  resume  of  the  report,  that  the 
capital  of  the  Bank  is  2  million  yen,  and  that 
its  deposits  aggregate  15  millions.  Fixed  de- 
posits, however,  do  not  amount  to  5  millions, 
the  smallness  of  which  sum  is  attributed,  not 
to  any  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  public 
to  entrust  its  money  to  the  Bank  under  t^iat 
system,  but  to  the  fact  that  the  Bank,  desiring 
to  confine  itself  chiefly  to  banking  functions 
proper,  namely,  the  collection  and  distribution 
of  capital,  has  never  sought  to  encourage  fixed 
d  posits  by  offering  attractive  rates  of  interest, 
and  has  declined  Government  and  Municipal 
deposits.  This  explanation  we  take  from  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  but  we  do  not  pretend  to  under- 
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stand  it  fully.  It  has  always  been  supposed  in 
the  West  that  the  receipt  of  fixed  deposits  was 
a  Bank's  most  convenient  method  of  collecting 
capital  for  purposes  of  useful  distribution,  but 
apparently  that  ride  does  not  apply  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  Reverting  to  the  Bank's  report, 
we  find  thai  the  sum  appiopriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  half-year's  dividend  was  eighty 
thousand  yen,  being  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent, 
per  annum,  whereas  the  sums  set  aside  for 
reserved  funds  aggregated  a  quarter  of  a  million. 
This  relation  between  dividend  and  reserve  is 
remarkable.  Comparing  the  figures  for  the  1st 
National  Bank,  an  institution  of  equal  import- 
ance in  commerce,  we  find  that  whereas  it  paid 
a  dividend  of  12  per  cent,  its  reserve  appropri- 
ations amounted  to  only  seventy-five  thousand 
yen.  No  Japanese  bank  of  the  Mitsui's  stand- 
ing has  made  such  large  profits  and  such  small 
losses.  Since  the  Bank  was  established,  its 
total  of  uncollected  debts  has  been  less  than 
five  million  yen,  which  good  fortuneis  said  to  be 
due  to  the  extreme  caution  invariably  observed  in 
lending  money  on  security. 

* 

*  * 

The  Mitsui  Bank,  according  to  the  Shift- 
Choya  newspaper,  had  forty-three  agencies 
throughout  the  empire  at  the  close  of  1892. 
But  having  resolved  at  that  time  to  restrict  it- 
self to  banking  operations  proper,  it  declined 
to  handle  money  belonging  to  the  Treasury  or 
the  local  tax-offices,  so  that  it  was  enabled  to 
close  its  agencies  in  Sapporo,  Nemuro,  Ogaki, 
and  about  a  dozen  other  places.  The  closing  of 
other  agencies  is  expected  to  follow,  so  that  ul- 
timately the  Bank  will  have  only  ten  branches 
in  the  principal  commercial  centres. 


A   DISCONTENTED  JUDGE. 

From  the  Court  of  Cassation  in  Tokyo  to  the 
Local  Court  in  the  Riukiu  Islands  is  a  trans- 
fer sufficiently  radical  to  disturb  the  equa- 
nimity of  any  Judge.  It  was  the  fate  of  Judge 
Senya  Toshinori  to  find  himself  gazetted  to 
such  a  change  on  the  15th  of  last  month,  and 
the  event  chagrined  him  greatly,  in  part  be- 
cause the  idea  of  the  exchange  was  unwel- 
come, and  in  part  because  he  had  received  no 
notice.  Several  of  his  colleagues  in  the  capi- 
tal are  said  to  sympathize  with  him — as  well 
they  may — and  the '  Hochi  Shimbun  espouses 
his  cause  with  vigour  characteristic  of  all 
that  journal's  anti-official  campaigns.  The  Au- 
thorities are  represented  as  relying  on  the 
Law  of  Organization  of  the  Law  Courts,  where 
it  is  provided  that  a  Judge  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  a  new  post  without  previous  notice 
when  there  is  question  of  filling  a  vacancy  or 
when  a  removal  to  the  Retired  List  has  taken 
place.  Judge  Senya,  however,  contends  that 
the  vacancy  contemplated  in  the  Law  must  be 
an  accidental  vacancy,  and  not  a  vacancy  result- 
ing from  the  transfer  of  the  officer  previously 
holding  the  post.  The  Riukiu  Judge  whom 
Judge  Senya  is  ordered  to  re-place,  has  been 
moved  to  the  Kagoshima  Local  Court,  and  his 
transfer,  as  well  as  that  of  his  remplacant  from 
Tokyo,  might  very  well  have  been  notified. 
So  thinks  Judge  Senya,  so,  also,  thinks  the 
Hochi  Shimbun,  and  so,  too,  do  we  think 
Why  treat  Judicial  officials  with  so  little  cere 
mony?  But  is  the  tale,  thus  told,  true  ?  We 
doubt  it,  at  any  rate  there  is  talk  of  Judge 
Senya's  refusing  to  proced  to  Riukiu,  in  which 
event  he  may  find  himself  presently  at  the  bar 
of  the  Disciplinary  Court. 

WRESTLERS  IN  MINIATURE. 

The  large  attendance  at  the  wrestling  bouts  in 
Atago-cho,  Shiba,— particularly  noticeable  de- 
spite the  non-attendance  of  the  two  great 
champions— Nishi-no-umi  and  Ko-nishiki — 
shows  how  inordinately  fond  all  classes  are  of 
this  kind  of  amusement.  In  order  that  the 
"  patrons  of  the  ring"  might  enjoy  their  favourite 
pastime,  even  when  real  wrestling  was  out  of 
season,  an  ex-sumo  in  Shizuoka  invented,  last 
year,  a  very  ingenious  toy.  This  consists  of  a 
box  surmounted  by  a  circular,  sand  papered 
wooden  platter,  which  is  made  to  jerk  rapidly 
up  and  down  on  turning  a  crank  attached  to 
some  primitive  machinery  in  the  box.    On  this 


platter  are  placed  tiny  wrestlers  made-of  earthen- 
ware, tricked  out  in  gorgeous  paper  mawashi 
bearing  their  names.  The  up-and-down  motion 
sooner  or  later  makes  one  of  the  combatants 
fall  helplessly,  with  outstretched  aims,  on  his 
back,  in  which  case  he  is  adjudged  to  be 
vanquished.  Over  twenty  thousand  of  these 
toys  were  sold  within  two  months  after  the 
patent  had  been  obtained.  Another,  less  com- 
plicated toy  represents  three  wrestlers,  Ko- 
nishiki,  Ozutsu,  and  Otohira,  standing  on  a 
small  circular  platform,  which  is  made  to  revolve 
above  a  wooden  base  on  which  the  names  of 
these  three  are  written.  When  the  platform 
ceases  to  revolve,  each  of  the  corpulent  little 
dolls  stands  above  either  its  own  name  or  that 
of  one  of  the  two  others.  If  above  its  own  title, 
the  match  is  a  draw  ;  if  above  another,  the 
wrestler  whose  name  is  written  below  is  declared 
vanquished.   

THE   LATE   PROFESSOR  KIKUCHI  YASUSHI, 

The  Imperial  University  has  sustained  a  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  Professor  Kikuchi  Yasushi, 
who  occupied  the  Assistant  Chair  of  Geology  in 
that  institution.  Professor  Kikuchi  was  horn  in 
Mito  in  1 86  r ,  and  was  consequently  only  thirty- 
three  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  graduated 
at  the  University  in  1883,  and  after  discharging 
for  some  years  the  duties  of  Instructor  in  the 
First  Higher  Middle  School,  he  was  transferred, 
as  Assistant-Professor,  to  the  University.  An 
earnest  and  industrious  student,  he  conducted 
sever  al  original  researches,  and  published 
papers  which  have  been  embodied  in  Occidental 
text-books.  It  was  generally  felt  that  these 
successful  labours  fully  entitled  Professor 
Kikuchi  to  the  degree  of  Hakase,  but  not  until 
the  eve  of  his  death  did  the  Council  established 
for  determining  such  matters,  decide  to  confer 
the  coveted  distinction  on  him.  His  funeral 
took  place  on  the  4th  instant,  the  service  being 
performed  at  the  temple  of  Yanaka,  near 
Uyeno,  in  Tokyo,  whence  the  remains  were 
subsequently  sent  by  train  to  his  native  place, 
Mito.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  ceremony 
was  a  sermon  preached  by  the  officiating  priest, 
in  the  familiar  colloquial  style  of  Buddhism. 
Memorial  addresses  were  given  by  Professor 
Koto,  on  behalf  of  the  students  of  the  Univer- 
sity, by  Mr.  Watanabe  Koki,  as  President  of 
the  Geographical  Society,  and  by  several  other 
distinguished  persons. 


PATRONIZED  BY  THE  CZAREWITCH. 


We  are  glad  to  learn  from  the  Shin  Choya 
that  the  celebrated  dealer  in  silken  fabrics, 
Mr.  Kawashima  Jimbei,  of  Kyoto,  has  been 
authorized  by  H.I.H.  the  Prince  Imperial  of 
Russia  to  describe  his  firm  as  "  patronized  by 
the  Czarewitch,"  and  to  mark  his  goods  accord- 
ingly. An  official  despatch  conferring  this 
distinction  is  said  to  have  been  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Kawashima  on  the  26th  ultimo.  It  granted 
permission  to  Mr.  Kawashima  to  cail  himself 
"weaver  to  His  Imperial  Highness,"  to  em- 
blazon the  Imperial  arms  upon  his  signboard, 
and  to  weave  them  in  the  corners  of  his  fabrics. 
Our  contemporary  adds  that  a  die  of  the  Im- 
perial Arms  was  forwarded  at  the  same  time  to 
the  Kyoto  firm.  We  read  also  that  it  is  Mr. 
Kawashima's  intention,  so  soon  as  his  health, 
now  slightly  impaired,  shall  have  been  restored, 
to  take  a  voyage  to  St.  Petersburg  in  order  to 
convey  personally  his  gratitude  for  the  honour 
conferred  on  him.  If  this  intelligence  be  cor- 
rect,  as  we  trust  it  is,  the  Czarewitch  has  cer 
tainly  shown  wise  discrimination. 

A  BRITISH  DOLLAR  FOR  HONGKONG. 

The  people  of  Hongkong  still  continue  to  give 
utterance  to  their  very  natural  desire  for  a  dol- 
lar that  shall  supplement  the  often  battered, 
always  roughly  coined  Mexican,  and  that  shall 
possess  the  characteristics  of  a  comely  and 
trustworthy  token  of  exchange.  For  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  subject,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  Colony  appointed  a  Committee,  and 
the  Committee  drew  up  a  report,  the  gist  of  which 
is  well  stated  by  the  Hongkong  Daily  Press:— 
The  difficulty  that  has  hitherto  been  urged  as  standing 
in  the  way  of  the  introduction  of  a  coin  bearing  the  Queen  s 
head  has  been  that  of  the  cost.   The  seignorage  charged 


at  the  Hongkong  Mint  when  that  institution  was  in  exist- 
ence was  2  per  cent,  and  naturally  silver  could  not  be 
attracted  on  those  terms,  since  Mexican  dollars  could  be 
obtained  at  an  aveiage  of  say  5  percent,  above  their  in- 
trinsic value.    As  the  Hongkong  Mint  could  not  afford  to 
work  at  less  than  2  per  cent.,  or  it  was  supposed  that  it 
could  not,  it  was  closed,  though  if  it  had  continued  open 
the  profit  on  the  subsidiary  coinage  alone  would  have 
paid  its  expenses,  and  the  Colony  would  have  been  spared 
the  inconvenience  it  was  so  long  subjected  to  by  the  re- 
fusal of  the  home  Authorities  to  allow  a  sufficient  supply 
of  small  coins  to  be  imported     The  Special  Committee  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  state  that  they  are  "  given  to 
understand  the  Indian  Government  is  prepared  to  coin  a 
British  dollar  at  the  Bombay  Mint,  and  that  the  charge 
for  seignorage  will  be  1  per  cent,  or  thereabouts."    If  this 
be  so,  the  British  dollar  could  be  laid  down  at  present 
cheaper  than  the  Mexican,  which  for  some  time  past  has 
been  selling  in  the  London  market  at  considerably  over  1 
per  cent,  above  its  intrinsic  value.    It  does  not  follow  that 
high  price  will  be  maintained  :  ere  long  the  coins  may  be 
again  selling  at  \  pei   cent    premium  or  less,  and  when 
the  Mexican  dollars  can  be  laid  down  cheaper  than  British 
dollars  naturally  they  will  command  the  preference  when 
bullion  has  to  be  sent'in  quantities  into  the  interior.  But 
the  Colony  can  no  longer  afford  to  rely  exclusively  on  a 
foreign  coin  which  is  so  uncertain  in  its  supply  and  its 
cost.    The  Committee  say  :— "  The  Mexican  exchange 
has  been  unable  to  adapt  itself  to  the  serious  decline 
in  the  price  of   silver,  Mexican    dollars  continue  ex- 
tremely scarce,  insufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
trade  of  the  Colony  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  any 
increase  in  the  supply  under  present  circumstances." 
That  being  the  case,  it  is  imperative  that  the  Colony 
should   undertake  the  regulation  of  its    own  currency 
and  be  no  longer  dependent  on  Mexico.    At  the  same 
time,  the  possibility    of  the  Mexican  undercutting  the 
British  dollar  in  point  of  price  cannot  be  overlooked.  _  At 
present  it  would  pay  to  import  British  dollaisat  a  premium 
of  1  per  cent,  on  their  intrinsic  value,  but  that  may  not 
always  be  the  case,  and  it  has  been  urged  that  a  Mint 
cannot  be  started  to  work  only  sometimes,  that  if  a  British 
dollar  is  established  it  must  be  coined  under  whatever 
circumstances  all  the  year  round,  etherwise  the  Mint  would 
not  pay.    But  though  that  might  be  the  case  with  the  In- 
dian Mints,  which  could  be  put  to  work  on  the  dollar  or 
rupee  coinage  as  occasion  might  require  and  which  would 
be  no  doubt  glad  to  get  orders  from  the  Far  East  at  any 
time,  seeing  that  they  cannot  be  altogether  closed  and  that 
theie  is  likelihood  of  their  being  fully  engaged  on  rupee 
coinage  for  many  years  to  come.    At  all  events  the  matter 
is  one  of  arrangement :  the  Coh.ny  can  have  a  British  dollar 
if  it  choses  to  pay  for  it,  and  it  is  evident  it  must  have 
one  as  a  stand-by  in  case  of  the  continued  dearness  of  the 
Mexican,  if  not  for  use  under  all  circumstances.  Ihe 
recommendation  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Committee 
is  only  that  the  British  dollar  should  run  concurrently  with 
the  Mexican  ;  whether  the  new  coin  would  drive  the  Mexican 
Out  would  depend  entirely  on  the  relative  cost  of  the  two, 
but  with  an  alternative  coin  available  the  fluctuations  in 
the  price  of  the  Mexican,  which  are  so  embarrassing  in 
trade,  would  become  less  acute. 

*  * 

By  way  of  corollary  to  the  above  the  follow- 
ing may  be  quoted  : — 

Mr.  Ilenniker  Heaton  asked  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  C  olonies,  on  the  15th  ult.,  whether  he  was 
aware  that  there  had  been  great  scarcity  and  inconvenience 
in  Hongkong  and  Singapore  through  short  supplies  of  the 
Mexican  dollar,  which  is  the  principal  currency  there  ;  and 
whether  he  would  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  leading 
bankers  and  commercial  men  of  the  East  by  giving  instruc- 
tion for  the  coinage  of  a  British  dollar  at  the  Indian  or 
Sydney  Mints  at  the  present  favourable  opportunity 

Mr.  Buxton— It  is  ttue  that  there  was  some  scarcity  of 
Mexican  dollars  in  the  month  of  July,  and  duiing  the  first 
week  of  August  last.  This  was,  however,  owing  to  excep- 
tional causes,  and  there  is  now  an  ample  supply.  1  he  idea 
of  a  British  dollar  does  not  appear  to  have  found  much 
favour  in  the  Straits  Settlements;  and  at  Hongkong  it  has 
been  abandoned.  In  the  latter  colony  it  is  now  proposed  to 
legalise  the  Japanese  yen — a  coin  of  equal  weight  and  fine- 
ness with  the  Mexican  dollar,  this  proposal  is  at  present 
under  the  consideration  of  Lord  Herschell's  committee  as 
reconstituted  for  the  consideration  of  colonial  currency 
questions.  The  yen.  I  may  observe,  is  already  legal  tender 
in  the  Straits  Settlements. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 

Rumours  continue  to  be  circulated  in  certain 
quarters  in  the  capital  that  a  serious  rupture  is 
unavoidable  between  statesmen  of  Satsuma  and 
those  of  Choshu.  Count  Kuroda  and  Count 
Saigo  are  said  to  be  discontented  with  the  over- 
whelming influence  exercised  in  the  Cabinet 
by  the  Choshu  Ministers.  It  is  also  reported 
that  Count  Matsukata,  Viscount  Takashima,  and 
others  of  the  Satsuma  clan,  not  now  in  office, 
are  secretly  conspiring  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
present  Cabinet.  These  rumours  are  emphati- 
cally denied  by  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  and 
we  do  not  believe  that  they  deserve  any  credence. 


* 


The  Progressionist  organs  are  taking  much 
pains  to  win  the  goodwill  of  Count  Yamagata. 
He  is  told  by  them  that,  if  he  is  resolved  to 
conduct  the  Administration  on  truly  constitu- 
tional, rather  than  clannish,  lines,  they  will  not 
hesitate  to  support  him  in  power.  The  obvious 
inference  suggested  by  such  language  is  that 
the  Progressionists  are  desirous  of  forming  a 
coalition  Cabinet  with  the  National  Unionists. 


Feb.  10,  1894.] 


THE   JAPAN   WEEKHY  MAIL 


169 


It  is,  however,  highly  doubtful  whether  such  an 
alliance  would  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  Privy  Council. 

Various  absurd  stories  are  circulated  in 
the  press  about  Mr.  Mutsu.  Their  general 
import  is  that,  having  lost  his  influence  in 
the  Cabinet,  he  contemplates  resigning  the 
portfolio  of  Foreign  Affairs.  It  is  even  stated 
that  many  of  his  colleagues  are  opposed  lo 
his  remaining  in  office.  Count  Ito  is  declared 
to  have  originally  had  high  words  with  Count 
Inouye,  because  the  latter  warned  bin)  against 
placing  confidence  in  Mr.  Mutsu,  but  the 
Premier  is  now  said  to  have  changed  his  mind 
a  little,  and  to  have  become  less  unreserved 
with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  These 
rumours  of  course  have  no  foundation.  Mr. 
Mutsu's  relations  with  the  Minister  President 
and  his  other  colleagues  have  undergone  no 
change  whatever,  according  lo  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun. 

* 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Kadono  Ikunoshin,  an  in- 
structor in  the  Kei-o  Gijuku  School,  has  offered 
himself  as  a  candidate  in  an  election  district  of 
Miye  Prefecture,  has  led  the  Nirohu  Shimpo  to 
draw  some  inteiesting  inferences.    Mr.  Kadono 
is  a  very  scholarly  man,  and  apparently  has  hi 
therto  taken  little  interest  in  politics.     He  has 
declared     himself    a    supporter    of  Radical 
principles.    Now  our  contemporary  infers  that 
there    must    be    behind    him   Mr.  Fukuzawa 
Yukiclii.     Nobody  save  Mr.  Fukuzawa  could 
have  induced  such  a  retiring  student  to  as- 
sociate  himself    with    politics.    Besides,  the 
Niroku  professes  to  have  heard  a  rumour  that 
Mr.  Fukuzawa  entertains  the  intention  of  form 
ing  a  political  party  out  of  the  graduates  of  his 
school,  and  of  fighting  in  the  coming  session 
against  the   adherents    of    the    strict  Treaty 
Enforcement    movement.     His    idea    is  to 
let   his  followers    compete    in   the  principal 
centres   of  commerce,    where   the  movement 
for  Treaty  Enforcement  is  not  so  influential 
as  in  the  country  districts.    Our  contemporary 
states  that  Count    Goto  is   secretly  working 
in  concert  with  Mr.  Fukuzawa,  and  that  Mr 
Inouye  Kakugoro  is  one  of  the  most  active 
agents  in  promoting  the  scheme.     These  rum 
ours  are  received  with  caution  in  well  informed 
circles.    There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Fukuzawa 
is  on  intimate  terms  with  Count  Goto,  and  that 
his  paper,  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  has  thrown  its  vast 
influence  into  the  scale  against  the  Treaty  En 
forcement  movement.  But  it  is  extremely  doubt 
ful  whether  Mr.  Fukuzuwa  intends  to  assume 
the  role  of  a  party  leader. 


apan  in  England,  lias  been  ordeied  to  rail  at 
Bombay  on  her  way  out,  for  the  put  pose  of  ob- 
serving the  commercial  customs  and  routine 
of  that  place.  Apart  from  the  inference  sug- 
gested by  this  order  to  the  Yoshino  Kan,  the 
Jiji  thinks  that  her  calling  at  Bombay  will  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha 
in  its  competition  with  the  Peninsular  and  Ori- 
ental Company. 


Viscount  Tani,  Prince  Konoye,  and  some 
other  members  of  the  Upper  House  have  been 
trying,  as  already  stated,  to  pursuade  Count 
Okuma,  Count  Ilagaki,  and  Viscount  Shinagawa 
to  accept  life  membership  of  the  Upper  House 
should  nominations  be  offered  to  them  by  the 
Government.  Viscount  Shinagawa  was  the  first 
to  be  canvassed.  He  is  said  to  have  declined 
the  offer  on  the  ground  that  the  presence 
party  leaders  in  the  Upper  House  would 
destructive  of  its  independence.  Count  Itagak 
also  declined,  alleging  that  his  assiduous 
duties  as  leader  of  the  Radical  Party  would 
leave  him  little  time  to  devote  lo  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  member  of  the  Upper  House. 
Count  Okuma  is  reported  to  have  expressed  his 
willingness  to  fall  in  with  the  proposal,  did  he 
not  fear  that  his  bodily  infirmity  would  seriously 
impede  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
consented  to  consider  the  matter,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  he  will  not  accept  the  offer. 


SILVI'.R    PURCHASES  UNDKR  THE  SHI'.RMAN  LAW. 

Phk  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States  contains  some  interesting 
figures  with  regard  to  the  purchases  of  silver 
under  the  Sherman  Law  and  other  matters  re 
aling  to  the  white  metal.  We  reproduce  Brad 
street's  resume  of  this  part  of  the  report : — 

According  to  these  figures,  the  amount  of  silver  bul 
lion  offered  for  sale  to  the  Government  during  the  year 
ggregated  98,461,890  fine  ounces.     'The  amount  pur. 
chased  was  5  j  .008  162  fine  ounces,  costing  $45,531  ,374 
The  average  price  paid  per  fine  ounce  w.is  $0  843 
The  amount  of  silver  offered  from  July  1  to  November 
1893,  was  19  578,000  fine  ounces,  and  the  amount 
purchased  11,917,658  fine  ounces,  costing  $8,715,831 
The  total  amount  of  silver  bullion  purchased  under 
the  Act  of  (uly  14,  1890,  to  November  i,  1893,  was 
68,674,682  fine  ounces,  costing  $155,931,602,  and  the 
average  price  per  fine  ounce  was  92.74.  cents.  The 
coining  value  of  the  total  amount  purchased  (in  silver 
.lobars)  was  $218,084, 131 .    The  total  number  of  silver 
rs  coined  under  the  Act  of  July  14,  1890,  from 
August  13,  1890,10  Movember  1,  1  893,  w;is  306,087,285 
I  he  seigniorage  on  the  same   was  $6  977,098.  The 
ance  of  silver  bullion  on  hand  November  15,  1893 
-chased    under    the    Act    of    July    14,    1890,  was 
140,699,825  fine  ounces,  costing  $125,758,280. 

Ii  goes  without  saying  that  the  Government  has 
been  a  large  purchaser  of  silver  since  1873.  The 
total  amount  purchased  since  April  1  of  that  year  was 
496,984,899  fine  ounces,  costing  $508,933,975,  the 
average  cost  per  fine  ounce  being  $1,029  The  total 
number  of  silver  dollars  coined  since  March  1,  1878 
was  419.332,550. 

The  report  contains  some  figures  also  regarding  the 
stocks  of  metallic  money  in  the  United  States  and  in 
the  world  at  large.  The  stock  of  gold  in  the  United 
States  011  July  I,  1893,  is  estimated  at  $597,697,685 
nd  the  stock  of  silver  at  $615,861,484,  making 
total  stock  of  metallic  money  amounting  to 
$1,213,559,169.  The  approximate  stocks  of  gold, 
silver,  and  uncovered  paper  money  in  the  principal 
countries  of  the  world  were,  according  to  the  report, 
as  follows  :  — 

Gold      $3,901,900,000 

Silver    3.931,100,000 

Uncovered  paper  money      2,700,000,000 

The  production  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  world 
during  the  calendar  year  1892  is  estimated  to  have 
been  : — Gold,  $138,861,000  ;  silver,  $196,158,800. 

I  he  course  of  silver  prices  since  the  year  1848  is 
traced  in  the  report.  According  to  the  figures  given 
the  average  London  price  in  1848  was  59fd.  It  ad- 
vanced until  1859,  when  it  reached  62-^g-d.  Between 
i860  and  1866a  decline  took  place,  the  yearly  average 
ranging  from  6i\\A.  to  6l-§-d.  ;  from  1867  to  1872  the 
variation  in  the  average  yearly  price  was  only  -j^d.  In 
1873  it  was  59^d  ,  equal  to  $1.29983.  Since  that 
time  the  decline  has  been  steady,  with  but  four  ex- 
ceptions. The  average  price  for  October,  1893,  was 
$0.73672,  a  fall  of  nearly  57c.  in  a  little  over  twenty 
years.  The  causes  of  the  depreciation  of  silver  have 
been,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  the  de- 
monetization of  silver  by  Germany  and  the  Scandi- 
navian States,  the  suspension  of  its  coinage  by  the 
Latin  Union,  the  Netherlands,  Austria-Hungary,  and 
Russia, and  the  increased  production  of  the  metal — this 
last  being  the  most  potent — the  increase  of  production 
having  been  over  140  per  cent,  since  1873. 


ml  of  1852.     lb-  remained  with  the  fiinitmiil 

1868,  when  lie  led  China,  and  shoitly  afli-i  slatted 
he  fhiil  of  Janus  Whillall  and  Co.,  London  and 
Colombo',  In  Ceylon  he  was  interested  in  seveial 
ventures  in  tea  and  coffee,  besides  (^eneial  busi- 
ness in  Colombo.  In  October,  1883,  he  joined 
the  board  of  the  Chaiteied  Hank  of  India,  Aus- 
lialia,  and  China,  of  which  institution  he  lemained 
director  up  to  the  lime  ol  his  decease.  Ol  a 
veiy  kindly  disposition,  he  was  ever  leady  to 
assist  by  all  means  in  his  power,  anyone  connected 
with  the  Fai  East,  and  many  a  man  with  feel  the 
pooiei  by  his  death.  He  was  a  splendid  speci- 
men of  what  the  British  met  chant  can  be — shiewd 
and  honest,  and  with  a  kindly  thought  and  woid 
foi  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact. 
The  funeial  look  place  at  Bromptou  Cemetery  on 
the  2Isl  Dec,  and  was  attended  by  many  of  his 
old  friends. 


There  are  probably  not  many  men  in  the  East 
who  have  any  personal  recollections  of  Mr. 
James  Whittall  when  he  presided  in  Hongkong 
over  the  fortunes  of  the  great  English  firm. 
Never  was  East-point  the  scene  of  more  genial 
and  hearty  hospitably,  and  never  was  ihe  name 
of  Jardine  and  Matheson  more  highly  thought 
of.  Sir  Richard  MacDonnell,  then  Governor 
of  the  Colony,  used  to  say  of  Mr.  Whittall  what 
Sir  Hairy  Parkes  was  wont  to  say  of  a  later 
representative  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Frank.  Johnson, 
that  he  doubted  whether  sounder  or  more  far- 
seeing  views  about  commercial  and  financial 
matters  could  be  obtained  from  any  man  outside 
England.  It  is  with  no  little  pain  that  we,  who 
remember  Mr.  Whittall  at  his  prime,  and  who 
have  often  listened  with  admiration  and  ad- 
vantage to  his  lucid  expositions  of  Eastern  tradal 
questions,  record  the  loss  that  the  world  of  com- 
merce suffers  by  his  death. 


THK  NAVY. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo  that  the  authori- 
ties have  determined  lo  make  the  Navy  con- 
tribute henceforth,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the 
development  of  commerce,  and  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  that  policy,  men-of-war  will  be 
stationed  in  the  principal  treaty  ports.  The 
first  practical  evidence  of  the  new  departure 
in  naval  policy  is  said  to  be  that  the  Yoshino 
Kan,  a   man-of-war    recently  constructed  for 


MR.  JAMES  WHITTALL. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  James  Whittall, 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respect- 
ed British  merchant  that  has  ever  worked  in  the 
East.  The  London  and  China  Express  has 
the  following  reference  to  him  : — 

It  is  with  very  sinceie  1  egret  we  have  to  report 
the  death  of  Mr.  James  Whiltall,  which  occurred 
on  the  18th  Dec.  after  a  shot  t  illness.  Mr.  Whittall 
had  only  lecently  returned  from  a  visit  lo  Ceylon, 
and  caught  cold  on  bis  return  journey  betweei 
Biindisi  and  London.  On  this  he  caught  in 
fluenza,  which  is  so  pievalent  everywheie  at  the 
present  time,  and  on  this,  again,  pneumonia 
supervened,  which  was  the  actual  cause  of  death 
Mi.  Whittall  was  botn  sixly-six  years  ago,  in 
Smyrna,  and  after  being  educated  in  Liverpool, 
lelt  there  in  1847,  w'1''  aM  introduction  to  Mr. 
Max  Fischer,  at  that  lime  agent  of  the  P.  and 
O.  Company  at  Hongkong,  who  look  bun  into 
bis  office,  wbeie  be  lemained  some  two  yeais. 
He  joined  the  fii  m  of  Messis.  Jardine,  Matbe 
son  and  Co.,  in  Hongkong,  in  1849,  an<'  became 
junior   partner   in    the    Canton    branch    at  the 


INVIOLABILITY  OF  DOMICILE  IN  JAPAN. 

Inasmuch  as  foreigners  will  one  day  or  other 
be  placed  under  Japanese  jurisdiction,  it  is  a 
point  of  interest  to  know  whether  or  not  the 
police  in  Japan  have  power  to  enter  a  private 
house  without  a  warrant.      We  assert  that  they 
have  not,  and  in  support  of  our  assertion  quote 
the  XXVth  Article  of  the  Constitution,  where  it 
is  laid  down  that  "  except  in  the  cases  provided 
in  the  law,  the  house  of  no  Japanese  subject 
shall  he  entered  or  searched  without  bis  con- 
sent."   The  Japan  Gazette  asserts  that  they 
have,  and  in  support  of  its  assertion  quotes  an 
article  from  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  em- 
powering the  police  to  enter,  without  a  warrant, 
any  house  where  they  have  reason  to  believe 
that  a  crime,  or  offence  punishable  with  impri- 
sonment, is  in  actual  process  of  commission. 
Such  an  argument,  if  seriously  advanced,  be- 
trays very  curious  thoughtlessness.     In  every 
civilized  Occidental  country  the  police  are  em- 
powered to  take  immediate  steps  with  respect  to 
flagrant  violations  of  law.  If  a  London  constable 
had  reason  to  suspect  that  a  crime  was  being 
actually  perpetrated  within  any  house   on  his 
beat,  his  duty  would  be  to  enter  without  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation.    That  is  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple in  the  preservation  of  public  peace  and 
good  order. 

* 

*  * 

But  there  may  be  in  different  countries  a 
difference  between  the  kinds  of  offence  that 
justify  direct  police  interference.  The  social 
conditions  existing  in  Japan  may  require  that 
stricter  measures  should  be  adopted  than  are 
necessary  in  England  for  the  repression  or  pre- 
vention of  a  particular  crime.  Such  is  indeed, 
the  case.  Gambling  is  one  of  the  most  beset- 
ting tendencies  of  the  lower  orders  in  Japan, 
and  is  also  responsible  for  the  incidental  per- 
petration of  many  serious  crimes.  Hence  the 
Japanese  laws  against  gambling  are  propor- 
tionately stricter  than  the  English  laws,  and  the 
powers  consequently  entrusted  to  the  police  in 
Japan  are  more  thorough.  This  point  is  ad- 
vanced with  much  insistance  by  the  Japan 
Gazette.  Our  contemporary  claims,  in  effect, 
that  Japanese  jurisdiction  would  be  intolerable 
because,  under  it,  foreigners  might  have  less 
liberty  to  gamble  than  they  have  at  present. 
The  contention,  in  itself,  is  scarcely  compre- 
hensible, while,  as  an  argument  in  support  of 
the  general  proposition  that  in  Japan  the  police 
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are  at  liberty  to  enter  private  houses  without  a 
warrant,  it  has  not  even  the  merit  of  being  in- 
genuous. Had  ihe  Japan  Gazette  stated,  at  the 
outset,  that  gambling  exposes  persons  in  Japan 
to  legal  risks  from  which  they  enjoy  comparative 
immunity  in  England,  the  proposition  might 
have  passed,  though  no  serious  person  could 
possibly  have  accepted  it  as  a  reason  for  ex- 
empting foreigners  in  Japan  from  Japanese 
jurisdiction.  But  when  tbe  Japan  Gazette,  in 
Support  of  iis  general  assertion  that  inviolability 
of  domicile  does  not  exist  under  Japanese  law, 
advances  as  evidence  the  fact  that  particular 
measures  of  repression  have  to  be  adopted 
against  one  particular  crime  in  Japan,  it  can 
not  expect  to  be  treated  as  an  intelligent 
pleader.  It  may  endeavour  to  strengthen  its 
case  by  abusing  the  Japan  Mail ;  by  accusing 
us  of  "  audacious  casuistry,"  of  "consummate 
impudence,"  of  "  endeavouring  to  deceive  our 
readers,"  of  "  specious  impertinence,"  of  "  add- 
ing ignorance  to  mendacity  "  and  so  forth.  But 
all  that,  however,  appropriate  to  columns  of  the 
Japan  Gazette,  has  no  more  to  do  with  invio- 
lability of  domicile  in  Japan  than  has  the  Japan 
Gazette's  plea  for  liberty  of  gambling. 

PROFESSOR  E.  FENOLLOSA'S  POEMS. 

Professor  Ernest  Fenollosa  is  certainly  a 
versatile  man.  He  came  to  Japan  originally  to 
teach  political  economy.  Then,  by  a  radical 
transition,  he  became  an  art  critic.  Now  he 
figures  as  a  poet.  We  have  not  yet  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  his  book  of  verses  in  full, 
but  from  the  Boston  Evening  Post  we  extract 
the  following  lengthy  notice  of  the  poems  : — 

In  form  they  are  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment. 
Poems  have  been  often  written  to  music,  but  in 
these,  particularly  in  the  second,  the  attempt  has 
been  made,  as  Mr.  Fenollosa  says,  "  to  expand 
the  resources  of  poetic  art  by  the  inspiring  analo 
gies  of  music;"  it  is  "  a  symphonic,  poem,"  in  con- 
secutive movements,  correlated  and  bound  together 
by  one  grand  idea  running  through  them,  but  with 
themes  and  counter-themes,  expressed  in  different 
keys  and  occurring  and  recurring  in  accordance  with 
the  dominant  forms  of  thought.  Symphonies  appeal 
to  the  limited  few  ; — "  The  Discovery  of  America  "  is 
cast  in  too  elevated  and,  one  might  say,  too  transcen- 
dental a  mould  to  make  its  form  plain  and  popular. 
And  yet  it  is  a  wonderful  composition  ;  rhythmical, 
melodious,  varied.  It  has  the  four  greal  prerequisites 
of  poetry — imagination,  thought,  sentiment,  technical 
perfection.  No  one  can  complain  that  the  lines,  by 
misplacement  of.  frame  syllables,  are  lame  and  piosy  ; 
the  imagery  is  direct,  and  if  sometimes  the  language 
seems  obscure,  it  is  not  from  haziness  of  meaning,  but 
because  it  is  packed  with  thought  ;  it  is  forceful,  often 
almost  too  heavily  laden  with  poetic  figures  of  start- 
ling vividness  and  beauty. 

It  opens  with  a  picture  of  the  ocean  at  midnight  ; 
Columbus  watching  on  the  dock  of  his  caravel  and, 
as  it  were,  overshadowed  by  powers  felt  but  not 
visible.     He  sighs — 

"  O  mocking,  sighing,  treacherous  sea, 
Whisper  thy  fathomless  secret  to  me." 

And  the  answer  comes,  not  as  he  desires, — 

"  Then  the  coo 

Of  a  soft  wind  blew. 
And  a  shiver  ran  up  to  the  flag  at  the  masthead  high  ; 
And  the  blast  of  disruption  blew,  and  the  night  wailed 

loud  in  her  pain. 
And  the  stars  hid  under  a  cloud  that  was  heavy  and  blue 

with  rain  ; 

And  the  small  waves  writhed  as  they  came, 

Writhed  like  the  wreaths  of  a  flame, 

Like  the  luminous,  drifting  breath 

Of  a  wraith  in  the  chamber  of  death; 

And  their  pleadings  fell 

With  the  moans  of  a  petalled  shell, 

As  they  curled  with  purrings  and  hisses, 

Their  warm  lips  bubbling  with  kisses. 

Rolling  in  tremulous  eagerness 

Of  an  amourous  siren's  soft  caress 

For  this  second  Ulysses." 

He  cries  in  his  agony — 

**  Away  with  thy  cursed  lips,  O  sea  !  " 
Even  the  calm  that  follows — 
•*  A  fragrant  calm 

Like  the  hush  of  a  psalm 

That  hangs  on  the  boughs  of  the  cocoanut  trees, 
That  hide-  in  the  heart  of  a  great,  cool  palm, 
does  not  satisfy  his  yearning.    A  storm  comes  on,  and 
after  it  "  tost  on  the  breast  of  heaven  "  a  small  brown 
bird — a  land-bird — "  a  messenger  of  hope  "  flutters  to 
the  deck  ; — 

"  There  it  lies  with  heart  a  tremble. 
Plumage  torn  by  fire  and  hail ; 
While  earth's  boldest  sons  assemble 

Weeping  o'er  its  body  frail — 
Even  as  angel  choirs  are  weeping 

Round  some  stricken,  tortured  soul, 
Freed  from  storms  of  sin,  and  sleeping 
At  its  last  unconscious  goal." 

The  Northern  Lights  appear — 

"  What  gossamer  network  of  comets'  tails 
Shrouds  heaven  in  rainbow  veils  I 
Pulsing  in  changeable  gold  on  the  breast  of  this  astral  chame- 
leon. 


Filaments  scattered   like  crowns  of  enamel  on  walls  of  Al- 
hambra, 

Orbital  laces  of  loops  on  the  centres  of  darker  penumbra, 
Flashing  of  manes  fiom  the  chargers  in  star-clustered  perihelion. 

And  these  "  soft  skeins  of  astral  floss  "  condense  into 
"  a  blinding  prophecy  in  the  central  skies."  and  form 
a  cross  !  while  on  the  "  tossing  edges  of  the  East'' — 

"  A  higher  wave  of  molten  silver  flashes ! 
'T  is  a  luminous  golden  orb  with  expanding  wing. 
It  shakes  the  sea  from  its  breast  as  a  king-like  bird. 
'T  is  the  saintly,  impersonal  moon. 

As  a  godlike  thing 
With  solemn  and  digni"ied  motion. 
She  rises — she  leaps — she  is  free. 
She  soars  away  on  the  constellated  march 
Of  the  deathless  Zodiac. 
Her  parting  smile  irradiates  the  ocean." 

"  With  '  her  virginal  kiss  '  on  his  brow,"  Columbus 
sleeps,  and  in  his  dreams  the  past  comes  back  to  him  ; 
that  is  described,  or  rather  painted,  in  the  second 
movement. 

He  "  stands  by  the  dark  gray  gates  of  a  city  "  and 
sees  the  soldiers  of  Spain  come  in  from  victory.  It 
is  a  march  movement — 

"  Hark, ' t  is  the  drums  '  and  a  dark  line  comes 

With  >  trumpet  peal  o'er  a  wave  of  steel  : 

Where  the  heroes  march  in  a  wide  blue  arch, 

And  the  chargers  prance  in  a  stately  d^nce. 

Each  knight  sits  light  with  his  thin  steel  lance 

Mid  banners  in  lanes  of  the  ribboned  manes  ; 

And  strict  in  time  to  the  martial  chime 

A  loud  hymn  reigns  o'er  the  proud  glad  plains." 

His  remembered  monologue  at  the  first  sight  of 
Queen  Isabella  is  magnificent,  but  too  long  to  quote. 
Especially  dramatic  is  his  remembrance  of  how  he 
"climbed  the  steep  Ligurian  Cliffs  in  lusty  joy  "  and 
gazed 

"  Through  tender  brooding  miles  of  purple  haze 
Till  soft-winged  isles 

Seemed  lifting  orange  bosoms  to  the  sun's  last  smiles  " 
and  how  in  a  trance,  not  knowing  what  he  did,  he 
"  Snatched  the  iron  cross  from  his  panting  breast, 

That  cross  his  mother  hung 
To  keep  him  ever  innocent  and  young," 

and  "flung  it  to  the  ether's  vast  abyss,''  and  cried — 
"  Oh,  God  !  whose  sweet  torn  martyred  frame 

The  Virgin  mother  gave 
The  fierce  relentless  worlds  to  pacify  and  save, 

I'll  follow  thee. 
Thou  Master  who  canst  walk  upon  the  sea." 

And  then  came  the  long,  hard  struggle  of  the  de- 
caying years;  it  is  worked  up  with  a  fervid  passion 
and  power  comprehensible  when  one  remembers  that 
Mr  Fenollosa's  ancestry  was  Spanish.  It  is  a  splen- 
did hymn  to  Faith  ;  he  cries — 

"  O  Christ,  how  every  dotted  island  teems 
With  the  potent  agonizing  bliss  of  thv  dying  dreams  ! 

All  far-blown  faces,  and  races,  and  spaces 
Are  merged  like  drops  in  the  omnipresent  sea  of  thy  luminnous 
graces: — 

Duarfed  Ethiopians  who  dare  the  furnace  of  sand-choked  wind. 
And  dark,  soft-spoken  ruby-merchants  from  the  templed  rivers 
of  Intl. 

And  moon-bosomed,  languid  Arabian  girls  that  sigh  for  a  kiss 
as  they  play 

In  broken  notes,  like  a  sob,  on  the  zither  at  close  of  day, 
And  yellow,  fur-clad  gentlemen  that  hawk  with  the  tented  khan, 

Or  in  fish-scale  armour  covetous  scan 
The  blue  of  the  rifted  sea  that  hides  the  gold-towered  roofs  of 

Japan  : — 

All  these, 

And  as  many  more  as  the  shrunken  earth  may  please, 

Thine  anointed  Admiral  shall  seize, 
And  lead  to  the  tomb-throned  capital  of  thy  Monarchy  of  Man  !' 

The  third  movement  is  entitled  "Wedding-Music." 
It  is  an  epithalamium  for  the  mystical  union  of  two 
hemispheres;  ah  "  ecstatic  canticle  "  in  Brahms  like 
melodies,  interwoven  with  a  passion  almost  super 
human  ;  singing  to  the. 

"  Sweet  virgin  land  that  lies  like  a  leaf 
In  the  cup  of  the  seas,  in  the  lap  of  the  drifting  skies." 
The  key  of  it  is  the  stanza — 
"  He  who  seeks 
Shall  find;— 
Whether  on  mountain  peaks, 
Or  in  the  desert  wind  ; 
Whether  with  white,  dumb  hands  he  shrieks 
To  the  future  deaf  and  blind; 
Whether  on  wasted  knee  bespeaks 
The  lonely  God  of  his  mind." 
The  fourth  and  last  movement  is  "  Triumph."  It 
begins  with  a  theme  several  times  repeated — 
"  Hark  !    From  afar  elemental  voices  prophesying  ! 

Hist  !    'Tis  the  tune  of  the  sirens  of  the  deep  ! 
Mark  where  yon  star  to  an  ..ltar-flame  is  magnifying 
List  to  the  moon  like  a  sibyl  in  her  sleep  I 
Hark  through  the  mist, 
List. 

For  a  shiver  like  a  wind  upon  a  glassy  river  ! 
List  through  the  dark, 
Hark. 

For  rattle  like  the  omen  of  u  coming  battle  I 
Mark 
Where  the  spark 
Of  a  trumpet  like  a  lark  ! 
Cuts  against  the  dawny  flashing  of  the  dark ! 
List 

While  the  murmur  of  the  nvst 
Dies  aw^y ; — 
Dies  awav  in  the  sobbing  of  the  spray ; 
Of  the  spray  of  silver  falling  on  a  pool  of  amethyst  I" 
It  is  full  of  subtle  harmonies  of  rhyme  and  rhythm 
as,  for  instance,  in  the  passage  where  the  sailors  first 
discover  a  light  on  an  unknown  shore — 

"  But  what  is  itpuffs  like  a  swift,  pale,  passionate  lip  in  the 

half-furled  sail  on  the  great  cross-tree  ? 
Hark!    '1  is  the  prayer  of  an  -Har-fl-one  afloat  ! 
O  (  hrist-like  voice  of  a  Judgment  lightning-bell  that  shook 

wild  orbs  from  the  heart  of  the  sea  ! 
'T  is  a  star  !— '  1'  is  a  light  afloat  like  a  tossing  boat  I 
It  flickers  as  fire-flies  weave  their  ominous  golden  gleams 

with  the  braided  trasses  ! — 

Steady  ! — It  glimmers  I  —  It  passes 
As  if  like  a  luminous  snake  it  glided  through  trees  that 

shrank  on  a  distant  shore  ! — 
Hlank  heaven  !    ' T  is  drowned  once  more  I  — 
Again  it  lives  !  —  It  swims  I — It  swerves  like  a  lantern  that 

waves  on  a  strand  ! — 

O  bursting  prophecy  of  the  ages  grand  ! 
It  thrills  to  my  soul  I    It  throbs  like  a  living  flame  ill  my 

hand  ! — 


Columbus  sings — 

'T  is  land  !    'T  i9  land  !" 
'  The  heavens  are  melting;  they  swoon  in  their  gladness. 
I  he  womb  of  great  Nature  is  bursting  with  blisses  ! 

0  helmsman,  thou  Anak,  stand  firm  through  thy  madness 
Flash  lights  to  the  Nina  !  Shout  horns  to  the  Pinta  ! 

O  Martin  Alonzo  I  immortals  together. 
We  have  shared  the  cold  scorn,  we  have  dared  the  dark 
winter. 

1  cruwn  thee,  my  brother,  with  stars  of  spring  weather. 
And  from  this  point  it  works  up  into  a  crescendo  of 

triumph  and  exultation .  No  extracts  can  do  justice  to 
a  conception  so  unified  and  so  magnificent,  where 
diction  is  made  the  medium  of  a  thought  that  would 
seem  too  lofty  for  words.  Mr,  Fenollosa  has  certainly 
showed  in  many  passages  a  mastery  of  English  un- 
excelled even  by  Swinburne.  "  East  and  West"  was 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  poem  of  two  years  ago.  It  was 
criticized  at  the  time  as  too  long,  but  in  reading  it  the 
end  will  perhaps  be  seen  to  justify  the  means,  for  it  is 
a  noble  conception  nobly  carried  out  ;  it  was  to  bring 
the  East,  particularly  Japan,  which  Mr.  Fenollosa,  by 
twelve  years'  residence,  came  to  know  so  thoroughly, 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  West.  The  pictures  of  Japan- 
ese life  aie  entrancing,  but  there  are  grotesque  features 
Iso,  not  the  least  of  which  are  apings  of  English, 
French,  or  German  customs  and  costumes  ;  and  one  of 
the  five  movements,  which  would  be  a  scherzo  in  a 
symphony,  portrays  these.  In  this  poem  also  there 
is  an  opulence  of  epithet  and  figure  that  is  truly 
Oriental  ;  but  it  needs  to  be  read  as  a  whole,  and 
thus  its  motive,  the  marriage  of  Scientific  Analysis  as 
represented  by  the  West,  and  Spiritual  Wisdom  as 
seen  in  the  East,  is  made  plain. 

The  volume  contains  thirty  or  more  shorter  lyrics  ; 
one  or  more  may  be  selected  without  comment,  though 
it  should  be  remarked  here  that  some  of  them  are  re- 
markable for  their  grace,  fine  fancy,  and  beautiful 
rhythm. 

Very  simple  and  dainty  is  the  song  entitled 

PASTORAL. 

'Neath  the  hill,  beside  the  stream 
Stands  a  lowly  sheoherd's  cot ; 
But  contented  doth  he  seem 

In  his  humble  lot. 
Seldom  strays  the  traveller  here. 

No  one  helps  him  sow  and  reap. 
He,  as  our  Redeemer  dear, 
Loves  to  tend  the  sheep. 
Fragrant  is  his  simple  life, 

Earthly  sin  to  him  unknown  ; 
All  his  friends  the  flock  and  fife, 

Otherwise  alone. 
Innocent  devoted  one. 

Would  my  heart  could  be  as  thine  ! 
Sweet  the  crown  for  service  done. 
Lord,  like  his  be  mine  ! 

So  also  is  the  Requiem  which  begins — 

"  Speak  softly  and  low 
Of  the  dead  that  are  laid  'neath  the  willow  asleep. 
They  have  felt  their  last  pain  ;  they  have  dealt  their  last  blow — 
Tread  softly  and  weep." 

Several  of  the  lyrics,  "  Telepathy  "  and  "  Karma  ' 
are  inspired  by  the  philosophy  of  the  East.  "  Karma  " 
is  a  more  passionate  and  fiery  conception  of  reincarna- 
tion than  that  in  the  famous  speech  of  Siddartha  in 
"The  Light  of  Asia."  And  the  opening  stanza  of 
Maya  has  an  exquisite,  enticing  swing  : — 

"  Where  the  willow  meshes  tremble 

On  the  bosom  of  the  night; 
And  the  fire-flies  reassemble, 

And  in  happy  dance  delight 
With  their  golden  skein  a-tangle 
To  deceive  the  stars  that  spangle, 
Like  a  universe  a-quiver, 
All  the  surface  of  the  river  ; — 
Have  I  seen  the  subtle  vision 

Of  a  strange  unearthly  thing 
Peering  forth  as  in  derision. 
And  an  eye  as  of  a  creature 

'I  hat  was  crouching  for  a  spring. 
Be  it  fiend  or  be  it  human, 
I  could  feel  each  hidden  feature 
Had  the  semblance  of  a  woman." 

The  casket  in  which  these  gems  are  found  is  quite 
worthy  of  them — a  creamy  cloth  stamped  in  gold  from 
a  Japanese  stencil  over  a  century  old,  and  exquisitely 
delicate,  while  the  inside  of  the  cover  reproduces 
another  of  still  more  delicate  pattern.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  while  these  poems  of  Mr. 
Fenollosa's  will  not  in  any  way  appeal  to  the  genera! 
reader,  there  will  be  many  who  will  recognize  in 
them  the  work  of  a  true  poet,  and  who  will  hail  this 
volume  as  one  of  the  most  original  products  of  the 
American  muse. 


A  SUGGESTION   IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SILVER 
WBDDING. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Keizai  Zasshi  makes 
an  excellent  suggestion  with  reference  to  the 
Silver  Wedding  of  Their  Imperial  Majesties  the 
Emperor  and  Empress.  It  is  that  a  special 
postage  stamp  should  he  issued  in  connection 
with  the  occasion.  We  are  not  quite  clear  whe- 
ther the  scope  of  the  suggestion  is  not  wider : 
whether  it  does  not  extend  to  the  whole  of  the 
postage  stamps  in  use,  or,  in  other  words,  whe- 
ther the  correspondent  does  not  recommend  a 
totally  new  issue  of  stamps.  At  all  events  the 
idea  seems  good,  and  might  be  carried  out  with 
profit  and  pleasure.  Stamp  collecting  has  be- 
come a  mania  among  civilized  people.  It  is, 
in  our  opinion,  one  of  the  most  incomprehen- 
sible manias  ever  recorded,  hut,  of  course,  that 
view  may  be  the  result  of  some  lack  of  appie- 
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ciative  faculty  OH  our  part.  Thai  1  tie  mania 
exists,  and  thai  it  presents  every  symptom  ol 
permanency,  no  one  can  question.  Each  new 
issue  of  stamps  al  once  imparls  a  fictitious  value 
lo  lite  old,  and  whenever  a  stamp  is  issued  in 
connection  with  some  special  occasion,  collec- 
tors purchase  it  with  avidity. 

The  h'eisai's  correspondent  gives  some  in- 
teresting figures  with  regard  to  the  market 
prices  of  the  original  Japanese  stamps.  The 
48  mon  (half  a  sen  approximately)  stamp  of 
1871  now  sells  for  15  sen,  and  is  difficult  to  pro- 
cure even  at  that  figure.  Indeed,  the  corre- 
spondent says  that  the  early  Japanese  stamps 
can  he  obtained  more  easily  in  the  United  States 
than  in  Japan,  for  the  stamp-merchants  of  the 
former  country,  anticipating  the  value  that 
would  ultimately  attacli  to  the  stamps,  nought 
them  up  in  former  years  by  thousands,  while  the 
Japanese  regarded  them  as  so  much  waste 
paper.  The  most  valuable  of  the  old  stamps 
are  the  red  font-sen  stamp,  issued  19  years  ago, 
and  the  light-brown  one-sen  stamp  of  28  years 
ago.  They  sell  for  more  than  a  yen  each,  and 
so  does  the  wrapper  for  newspapers  in  use  about 
the  same  time.  The  three-««,  five-sen,  and 
six-sen  post-cards  issued  in  1877  fetch  five  yen 
for  a  set  of  three.  On  the  whole,  the  stamps  in 
use  during  the  early  part  of  the  Meiji  era  are  now 
worth  from  one  thousand  to  two  thousand  percent, 
more  than  their  issue  price.  Western  Govern- 
ments, especially  those  of  South  America,  take 
frequent  advantage  of  this  mania  by  changing 
their  issues  of  stamps  or  by  striking  stamps  and 
cards  to  commemorate  noteworthy  events,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  Japan  should  not  follow 
their  example.  The  occasion  is  unique,  and 
something  really  artistic  might  be  devised  in  the 
way  of  a  postal  card,  apart  from  a  new  issue  of 
stamps. 

THE   ELECTION  CONTESTS. 

A  telegram,  despatched  from  Utsunomiya  on 
the  evening  of  the  7th  instant,  says  that  the 
police  have  seized  all  the  pistols  and  swords  in 
the  possession  of  the  partisans  of  Messrs.  Hoshi 
Torn  and  Yokobori  Sanshi,  the  rival  candidates 
in  that  district.  It  is  a  salutary  measure,  fully 
justified  by  the  events  of  the  past  month. 
* 

*  * 

In  Saitama  Prefecture  excitement  seems  to 
be  running  high.  On  the  evening  of  the  6th 
instant,  four  members  of  the  Seigi-ha  proceed- 
ed to  Kisaimachi  on  business  connected  with 
the  election  of  members  of  the  Prefectural  As- 
sembly. There  they  were  attacked  by  fourteen 
or  fifteen  soshi,  said  to  belong  to  the  Jiyu-io, 
and  two  of  the  Seigi-ha  men  received  pistol 
wounds.  The  other  two  returned  to  the  office 
of  their  Party  and  reported  the  occurrence, 
whereupon  a  Mr.  Kobayashi,  one  of  the 
Seigi  partisans,  went  in  much  anger  to  the 
office  of  the  Jiyn-to  and  demanded  an  ex- 
planation. He,  too,  was  set  upon  by  the  soshi, 
wounded  by  a  pistol  bullet  in  his  right  hand, 
and  severely  slashed  on  the  back  with  a  sword- 
cane.  The  Kokkai,  in  recounting  these  inci- 
dents, justly  notices  that  they  ill  become  a 
parly  like  the  Jiyu-t'o,  which  professes  to  be 
the  champion  of  liberty. 

* 

*  * 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  has 
addressed  two  Instructions  to  the  Local  Author- 
ities.   They  run  as  follow  : — 

Instruction  No.  5. 
With  respect  to  the  election  of  \iemhers  of  the  Imperial 
Diet,  Shinto  officials  of  all  classes  are  heieby  interdicted 
from  interfering,  whether  directly  or  indirectly,  beyond 
the  due  exei  cise  o{  their  franchise  light,  whether  by  taUing 
part  in  political  discussions  or  by  associating  themselves, 
with  political  parties,  and  are  expected  to  confine  them- 
selves to  their  own  proper  iluties. 

Instruction  No'  6 
Unless  persons  upon  whom  devolves  the  function  of 
giving;  religious  instruction  and  leading  men  into  the  way 
of  faith,  stand  entirely  aloof  from  political  paities  it  is  to 
be  apprehended  that  the  moral  control  of  those  believing  in 
their  creeds  cannot  be  cffed rd,  that  the  security  of  their 
places  of  worship  will  be  imperilled,  and  that  the  uood 
order  of  their  sects  may  be  impaired  Above  all,  should 
religious  persu  sion  be  made  a  means  of  employing  men 
as  political  weapons,  the  spirit  of  the  Xllth  Anicle  of  the 
I. aw  of  Elections  is  violated,  and  in  extreme  cases  religious 
believers  may  he  so  far  led  astray  as  to  endanger  the 
public  peace.  All  leligiotis  instructors  and  priests  ace 
therefore  exhorted  to  exercise  extreme  circumspection  on 


the  occasion  of  the  approaching  (antral  election  of  mem 

bera  of  the  Hniiie  of  Kepreaentatlveii  so  as  to  uvoid  any 
of  the  conjunctures  indicated  above. 

» 

<k  * 

It  will  scarcely  be  possible  for  any  political 
party  to  quarrel'  with  the  spiiit  displayed  by  the 
Government  in  its  instructions  about  the  com- 
ing elections.  Absolute  impartiality  has  been 
the  guiding  principle  throughout.  Perhaps  it  is 
to  some  extent  because  of  that  altitude  on  the 
part  of  officials  that  comparative  freedom  from 
disturbance  has  prevailed  thus  far  in  election 
districts.  The  general  elections  in  1892  were 
held  on  February  15th,  and  hefoie  the  end  of 
January  serious  rioting  anil  fighting  were  re 
ported  from  several  Prefectures.  It  is  true  that 
the  elections  being  still  more  than  three  weeks 
distant,  any  forecast  now  formed  may  prove 
premature.  But  the  indications  at  present  sug- 
gest that  the  disgraceful  scenes  of  the  last  elec- 
tions will  not  be  repeated  on  this  occasion. 

GLADSTONE  AND  HIS  CONTEMPORARIES. 

Truly  remarkable  is  the  sturdy  vigour  displayed 
by  Mr,  Gladstone.  It  was  only  the  other  day 
that  he  attained  his  eighty-fourth  birthday,  and 
yet  he  can  almost  boast  with  Moses  that  his 
natural  force  is  not  abated.  He  has  just  con- 
tradicted the  assertion  that  he  intends  retiring 
from  public  life,  although  he  recognises  the 
limitations  which  advanced  age  has  naturally 
imposed  upon  him.  He  has  nearly  outlived  the 
whole  of  his  contemporaries.  Almost  his  only 
surviving  school-fellow  at  Eton  is  Lord  Arthur 
Hervey,  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  who  is 
nearly  two  years  his  senior.  This  venerable  pre- 
late has  lately  been  giving  some  reminiscences 
to  the  world,  principally  of  the  days  of  his  far- 
off  boyhood.  Here  is  one  story  which  he  tells. 
When  the  Duke  of  Wellington  opened  the 
Waterloo  Bridge  and  distributed  commemora- 
tive medals  to  the  select  invited  spectators,  the 
future  Bishop  put  his  hand  on  the  bag  and  was 
sternly  admonished  by  the  Duke  to  "  take  only 
one  !"  The  House  of  Commons  contains  only 
one  member  six  years  older  than  Mr.  Gladstone, 
the  Hon.  Charles  P.  Villiers,  who  has  sat  fifty- 
eight  years  for  a  single  constituency.  He  now 
represents  a  division  of  Wolverhampton  in  the 
Liberal  Unionist  interest.  But  his  part  in 
.public  affairs  is  very  negative.  Even  older  still 
is  Admiral  Sir  L.T.  Jones,  Governor  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  who  bore  part  in  the  Walcheren 
Expedition  of  1809 — the  year  of  Gladstone's 
birth — and  was  wounded  al  the  bombardment 
of  Algiers  in  18 16.  Surely  there  is  no  other 
country  where  men  live  like  this. 

KOREAN  NEWS. 

The  Korean  Government  is  believed  to  have 
awakened  to  the  importance  of  guarding  Port 
Hamilton  against  possible  occupation  by  a 
foreign  Power.  An  officer  named  Ken  T6chin, 
said  to  be  well-known  for  bravery  and  ability, 
has  been  appointed  Governor  of  the  island.  He 
is  one  of  the  Korean  officers  who  received  a 
military  education  under  the  late  Lieutenant 
Horimoto  of  the  Japanese  Army. 

Considerable  alarm  is  said  to  have  been 
caused  to  the  Authorities  in  Soul  by  the  flight 
to  Japan  of  Jo  Ryojun,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Kim  and  Bok,  the  unfortunate  leaders  of  the 
abortive  revolution  of  1884.  Jo  is  a  native 
of  Fusan,  and  his  early  intercourse  with 
Japanese  residents  there  seems  to  have  made 
him  an  admirer  of  Japanese  progress  and 
civilization.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  took 
any  part  in  the  ill-fated  enterprize  above  alluded 
to,  for  had  he  done  so,  he  could  not  have  been 
allowed  to  live  in  Korea,  much  less  to  earn  his 
livelihood  by  serving  in  a  local  office.  How- 
ever, he  has  long  been  a  personal  friend  and 
admirer  of  the  well-known  fugitives  now  in 
Japan,  and  has  been  carrying  on  secret  corre- 
spondence with  them.  Recently  a  letter  from 
them  miscarried  and  felPinlo  the  hands  of  his 
official  colleagues.  Becoming  conscious  of  the 
fatal  discovery,  he  fled  with  his  son  to  the  Japa 
nese  settlement  at  Fusan,  where,  through  the 
assistance  of  numerous  friends,  he  was  able  to 
depart  for  Japan  on  board  the  Genkai  Maru, 
sailing  on  the  1 8th  ultimo.  The  Korean  Author- 


ities, finding  that  lie  had  aheady  escaped  lo  (he 
Japanese  settlement,  requested  hit  Surrender  Oil 
the  false  pretence  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
daring  embezzlement.  But  by  that  lime  the 
fugitive  was  already  on  his  way  lo  Japan.  It  is 
reported  that  al  present  Jo  and  his  son,  a  lad 
of  13,  are  living  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kobe. 

*  * 

According  to  the  T6  A  Boyeki  Shimbttn,  a 
Japanese  paper  published  in  Fusan,  the  Koiean 
Government  is  sorely  perplexed  as  lo  the  manner 
of  converting  the  tribute  rice  into  cash.  The 
Japanese  merchants  at  Ninsen  having  resolved, 
as  already  reported,  to  make  no  purchase  of 
the  tribute  rice  until  the  prohibitory  edict  against 
the  export  of  grain  shall  have  been  removed, 
the  Korean  Government  is  said  to  have  caused 
a  certain  Chinese  resident  at  Ninsen  to  send  the 
rice  to  Fusan  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  it 
there.  The  Japanese  merchants  at  Fusan  do 
not  seem  to  have  originally  joined  their  country- 
men at  Ninsen  in  the  demonstrative  resolution, 
but  in  deference  to  that  resolution,  they  are  said 
to  be  disinclined  to  buy  the  grain  brought  over 
from  Ninsen.  The  shrewd  Chinaman  is  re- 
ported, however,  to  have  effected  a  sale  of  about 
250  bales. 

* 

*  # 

The  ringleader  of  the  recent  insurrection  at 
Song-do,  Kim  Kun,  is  in  prison.  His  arrest  is 
said  to  have  caused  considerable  excitement  in 
the  district.  About  31,000  of  the  local  inhabi- 
tants signed  a  petition  asking  for  the  immediate 
release  of  Kim.  A  fresh  disturbance  being 
feared  in  case  the  petition  be  not  granted,  the 
new  Governor  is  reported  to  have  sent  it  by  a 
special  messenger  to  Soul  with  all  haste. 


THK  SILVER  WEDDING  AND  NEW  PEERS. 

The  list  of  patents  of  peerage  likely  to  be  con- 
ferred in  connection  with  the  approaching 
celebration  of  the  Silver  Wedding  of  their 
Imperial  Majesties,  is  growing  larger.  Origi- 
nally the  only  names  mentioned  were  those 
of  Mr.  Saigo  Kikujiro,  son  of  the  great 
Saigo  Takamori,  and  Mr.  Mutsu,  Minister 
of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs.  The  former,  it 
was  said,  would  be  created  a  Marquis  and  the 
latter  a  Viscount.  The  vernacular  press  now 
adds  a  Viscountship  for  Mr.  Yoshikawa,  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Justice,  and  Baronages  for 
Mr.  Watanabe,  Minister  of  State  for  Finance, 
and  Mr.  Inouye  Ki,  Minister  of  State  for  Educa- 
tion. There  is  also  a  report  that  Mr.  Yokoi 
Tokio,  son  of  the  famous  Yokoi  Heihachiro,  will 
be  made  a  Viscount,  and  that  a  peerage,  of  what 
grade  no  information  is  furnished,  will  be  con- 
ferred on  Mr.  Taku  Kanichiro,  now  an  official 
in  the  Board  of  Ceremony,  whose  father  was 
feudal  chief  in  Hizen.  The  patent  of  Marquis 
is  accompanied  by  a  grant  of  40,000 yen,  and  that 
of  Viscount  by  a  grant  of  20,000  yen,  and  that  of 
Baron  by  a  grant  of  10,000  or  is, 000,  so  that 
the  outlay  in  connection  with  these  additions 

to  the  peerage  would  be  considerable. 

* 

*  * 

We  may  mention,  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  that  although  the  approaching  cere- 
mony is  spoken  of  by  the  vernacular  press  as 
Their  Majesties'  Silver  Wedding  (Gikon-shiki), 
no  such  term  is  officially  employed.  The  name 
given  to  it  in  the  Court  is  Daikon-nijugonen- 
shikuten,  or  the  Great  Marriage  Celebration  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  year." 

SHANGHAI. 

A  nephew  of  Captain  W11  of  the  Chinese  steel 
corvette  Paoming  was  sailing  in  a  sampan  with 
three  sailors  from  Woosung  to  Shanghai  on 
Jan.  29  when  it  capsized  near  the  Yingsiangkong 
Creek  at  Yangtse-poo,  and  the  unfoitunate  man 
was  drowned,  the  sailors  being  rescued. 
The  Telephone  Company's  cable  was  broken  on 
January  29th  by  the  Monocacy,  but  it  was  ex- 
pected that  it  would  be  repaired  in  a  few  days. 
•  •  •  A  rather  good  story  comes  from  Pek- 
ing concerning  a  recent  theatrical  performance 
before  the  Emperor.  An  actor  named  Sia 
Chiao-t'ien,  who  some  time  ago  achieved  great 
success  in  Shanghai,  was  ordered  to  perform  in 
three  short  pieces  befoie  his  Majesty.  After  the 
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second  piece  it  was  staled  the  actor  was  indis- 
posed, and  no  further  performance  could  be 
given.  His  Majesty,  however,  was  not  to  be  dis- 
appointed and  ordered  the  members  of  the  troupe 
to  have  forty  blows  each  for  their  "  laziness.' 
This  apparently  had  good  effect  for  their  sub- 
sequent acting  is  said  to  have  been  particularly 
spirited.  Probably  many  theatrical  managers 
at  home  would  like  to  see  similar  punishment 
awarded  to  wayward  popular  favourites  when 
theyshiik  their  engagements  on  the  score  of 
"  sudden  indisposition."  • 

THE  COMPETITION  ON  THE  BOMBAY  LINE. 

Curious  rumours  are  circulated  about  the  com- 
petition between  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
and  Japan  Mail  Steamship  Companies.  The 
Nicht  Nichi  Shimbun  says  that  the  agents  of 
the  former  Company  have  induced  the  Japanese 
shippers  in  Kobe  to  depart  from  their  agree- 
ment as  members  of  the  Shipping  Union,  and 
to  give  their  goods  for  carriage  to  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company.  The  Tokyo  merchants, 
we  learn  from  the  same  source,  profess  to  be 
highly  indignant  about  this  breach  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  their  Kobe  associates,  but  in  reality 
some  of  them  rejoice  at  the  prospect  thus 
afforded  of  obtaining  better  terms  from  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

*  *  * 

Another  rumour  published  by  our  contem- 
porary is  that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com 
pany  has  set  aside  a  million  dollars  for  the 
purposes  of  this  competition,  and  the  Japan 
Company  is  urged  to  be  prepared  for  very 
resolute  opposition.  Of  course  there  are  wise 
folks  who  see  cause  to  criticise  the  proceedings 
of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  and  equally  of 
course  the  basis  of  their  criticism  is  the  hack- 
nied  pretence  commonly  found  in  the  mouths 
of  all  Japanese  who  don't  know  what  they  are 
talking  about,  namely  that  the  Company  has  no 
fixed  policy.  The  Nippon  justly  condemns 
such  silly  talk.  It  observes  that  the  fact  is,  not 
that  the  Company  lacks  a  fixed  policy,  but  that, 
since  the  directors  are  prudent  enough  to  keep 
their  mouths  shut,  their  critics  don't  know  any- 
thing about  their  policy,  and  mistake  their  own 
ignorance  for  the  absence  of  anything  to  learn. 

'  TAMBOFF." 


THE  VOLUNTEER  STEAMER 

As  predicted  in  our  last  issue,  says  the  Rising 
Sun,  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  Russian 
Volunteer  steamer  Tamboff  having  to  remain 
idle  here  for  the  next  two  months  at  least,  owing 
to  the  ice-breaker  Silatch  being  incapable  of 
keeping  open  a  passage  through  the  ice  in 
Vladivostock  harbour.  On  Wednesday  last 
telegraphic  news  was  received  by  the  agents 
Messrs.  Holme,  Ringer  &  Co.,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Silatch  had  been  repaired,  and  was  work- 
ing slowly;  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  Tamboff  to  leave  on  Friday  a.m.  But  in  the 
interval  another  message  was  received,  an 
nouncing  the  total  break-down  of  the  Silatch 
A  considerable  quantity  of  wheat,  put  afloat  for 
the  purpose  of  being  shipped  by  the  Tamboff, 
had  to  be  landed  again,  and  a  lot  of  heavy 
machinery  was  discharged  from  the  ship,  under 
the  shear-legs  at  Akunoura,  which  will  have  to 
be  re-shipped,  and  which  would  not  have  been 
taken  out  if  it  had  been  known  that  she  would 
remain  here  until  the  opening  of  Vladivostock 
in  the  Spring. 

*  * 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  learn  that  the 
Tamboff  \s  discharging  her  cargo  into  the  Baikal 
in  order  that  she  may  return  home.  There  is  a 
prospect  of  the  Baikal's  having  a  good  number 
of  "  lay  days." 

AFFAIRS   IN  SIERRA  LEONE. 

The  telegram  which  we  publish  this  morning 
lends  additional  interest  to  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  former  blunder  by  French  troops 
in  Sierra  Leone  : — 

London,  Jan. 6.— Col.  A.  B.  Ellis  of  the  West  India 
Regiment  Has  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  from  Warina,  under  date  of  Dec.  23,  as  follows  ! — 

"  B-fore  d-ybreak  this  morning  our  camp  was 
suddenly  attacked  by  a  strong  force  of  natives,  several 
of  whom  were  armed  with  rifles.  For  forty  minutes 
there  was  a  hot  fire.    The  enemy  used  trees  for  cover. 


Ihe  killed  of  the  West  India  Regiment   are  Lieut. 
Liston,  Second  Lieut.  Wroughton ,  Sergeant  Cam, her, 
and  four  privates.    The  killed  of  the  Constabulary 
were  Capt.  Lendy  and   two   privates.     I  he  severely 
wounded  were  Sergeant  Field  and  fourteen  privates  ot 
the  regiment,  and  three  privates  of  the  Constabulary, 
"  The  fire  slackening  we  advanced  and  found  seven 
magazine  rifles  and  eight  chassepots.    Shortly  after 
a  wounded  prisoner  reported  that  we  had  been  attack- 
ed by  Lieut.  Moritz,  of  the  French  army,  thirty-two 
Senegalese  sharpshooters,    and   1,200  K1Ssi  natives. 
The  prisoner  said  that  Lieut.  Moritz  had  le  t  Farana 
with  this  force  against  the  Sofas  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber  and  had  arrived  on  Dec.  21  at  l'enb.kundu,  fifty 
miles  north-east  of  Warina.    Lieut.  Moritz,  hearing 
that  there  was  war  in  the  Connoh  district,  believed 
that  it  was  being  carried  on  by  the  Sofas  under  Poro- 
kerri  a  Sofa  chief  who  was  trying  to  escape  from  the 
British  troops  and  join  the  Sult-n  Samadu.  Lieut. 
Moritz  left  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  21,  and  halted  on 
Dec.  22  fifteen  miles  north-east  of  our  camp.     He  lett 
this  point  at  midnight,  under  a  full  moon,  and  attack- 
ed  us,  believing  us  to  be  Sofas. 

"  I  wrote  to  Lieut.  Moritz  explaining  the  situation. 
A  letter  had  been  previously  sent  on  Dec.  13  to  the 
commanding  French  officer  at  Kissi  in  Santhara,  giving 
notice  of  the  approach  of  the  British  troops. 

"At  11  o'clock  Lieut.  Moritz  was  found  severely 
wounded.  Despite  all  medical  attendance  he  died  at 
noon  Before  his  death  he  said  that  natives  had  told 
him  th  .t  we  were  Sofas,  and  that  he  had  no  idea  that 
we  were  British.  Lieut.  Moritz  and  ten  Senegalese, 
who  had  been  killed  in  the  fighting,  were  buried  with 
military  honours.  . 

"  Capt  Lendy  and  two  constables  were  shot  by  their 
own  men.  Another  letter  has  been  sent  to  the  French 
commander  at  Kissi,  informing  him  of  the  occurrence, 
and  assuring  him  that  the  friendly  relations  existing 
will  not  be  disturbed  owing  to  Lieut.  Moritz's  mistake. 

"  Warina  is  within  our  own  sphere,  in  which  ls  Uie 
source  of  the  Babbee  River,  which  flows  eastward. 

Paris,  Ian  6.— It  is  understood  that  if  the  English 
version  of  the  affair  is  true,  France  will  not  contest 
the  making  of  ample  reparation  It  is  not  easily  ex- 
plained why  the  Fren.:h  force  was  in  territory  that  is 
indisputably  British. 

The  West  India  Kegiment,  a  number  of  men  from 
which  were  killed  and  wounded  in  tliis  fight,  is  unique 
among  the  British  forces  in  being  the  only  regiment 
of  negroes  in  the  British  army.  It  is  officered  by 
white  men,  but  the  rank  and  file  are  all  negroes 
and  with  few  exceptions  the  privates  are  pure-blooded 
blacks.  I  he  regiment  is  recruited  in  the  British  West 
Indian  Island  of  Jamaica. 

Ihe  men  are  catefully  picked  for  height,  breadth 
and  strength,  and  are  without  exception  fine  physical 
specimens  of  men . 

The  regiment  is  unique  in  the  British  army  in  dress 
too  Its  uniform  is  a  kind  of  zou.ve  dress  Baggy 
blue  trousers,  with  broad  yellow  stripes  down  the  out 
side  leg  seams,  reach  to  the  calves,  and  there  are 
fastened  so  as  to  make  a  bulging  overhang.  White 
gaiters  cover  the  shoes  and  reach  to  within  a  couple 
of  inches  of  the  trousers,  black  stockings  filling  the 

gAA  loose  tunic  of  bright  scarlet,  embroidered  across 
the  chest  with  yellow  braid,  and  with  dozens  of  brass 
buttons  close  set  down  the  front,  reaches  to  within  an 
inch  or  two  of  the  waist.  This  tunic  flies  open,  show 
ing  a  white  vest  beneath. 

I  he  head  dress  is  a  peculiar  tmban ,  a  cross  between 
a  Turkish  fez  and  an  East  Indian  turban  proper  It 
is  of  white  and  red.  and  is  adorned  with  a  long  yellow 
tassel.  If  the  French  once  saw  these  soldiers  they 
would  certainly  recognize  them  on  later  occasions. 

This  regiment  is  stationed  only  at  Sierra  Leone 
and  nearby  West  African  stations,  and  at  Jamaica 
They  are  sent  to  garrison  these  African  posts  because 
they  stand  the  deadly  climate  so  much  better  than  do 
the  white  soldiers. 


war  of  the  year:  it  cost  4.49 1  lives-  After  il  in 
order  came  the  Matabele  war  in  Africa  (3,650 
lives),  and  the  Nicaragua  Revolution  (1,140 
lives).  The  preceding  year  (1892)  was  much 
mora  fatal  to  human  life  in  the  matter  of  war, 
its  record  having  been  26,521  killed. 


In  1893  cholera,  the  most  destructive  of  all 
diseases,  carried  off  66,000  victims  throughout 
the  world,  against  563,341  1892.  Russia 
was  the  greatest  sufferer  in  the  former  year :  she 
had  31,000  deaths. 


On  the  ocean  and  on  the  lakes  6,058  citizens 
of  the  United  States  lost  their  lives  in  1893, 
against  3,346  in  1892. 

The  record  of  suicides  is  particularly  dis- 
tressing. It  would  almost  seem  as  though  a 
mania  for  that  kind  of  death  were  growing  in 
the  States.  No  less  than  4,436  persons  died 
by  their  own  hand  in  1893,  against  3,860  in 
1892,  3,331  in  1891,  2,640  in  1890.  and  2,224 
in  1889.  Of  the  suicides  in  the  year  just  closed, 
3,578  were  males  and  858  females.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  physicians  not  only  con- 
tinue to  head  the  list  of  professional  persons 
who  have  taken  their  own  lives,  but  that  the 
number  is  on  the  increase  year  by  year.  In 
1 891  there  were  23  physicians  and  12  clergymen; 
while  in  1893  there  were  53  physicians  and  but 
8  clergymen.  The  causes  of  suicide  were  as 
follow  : — 


* 

*  * 


Despondency   i>9'3 

Unknown   97J 

Insanity   4SO 

Domestic  infelicity    »45 


Liquor    397 

Disappointed  love   aio 

III  health    242 

Business  losses   97 


SOME  FIGURES  RELATING  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

Newspapers  received  by  the  last  mail  bring 
statistics  of  much  interest  relating  to  the  United 
States.  Under  the  section  of  fires,  we  find, 
that  the  total  destruction  of  property  was  189 
millions  of  dollars  in  round  numbers,  and  that 
the  number  of  lives  lost  was  1,817. 

* 

*  * 

The  list  of  lives  lost  by  disasters  stands  as 
follows  : — 


Drownings    ",7}6 

Fires    i.K'7 

Cyclones,  storms    4.46a 

Explosions    777 

Mines     SS6 


Lightning   »88 

Falling  bidges.,  etc   73a 

Railways    4.6o3 


Total    >i.»4> 

To  this  total  must  be  added  4,864  persons 
seriously  injured  by  railroad  disasters  in  the 
same  period. 


It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that  the  number 
of  lives  lost  in  battle  throughout  the  world  in 
1893  was  11,481,  or  very  nearly  the  same  num- 
ber as  the  aggregate  deaths  from  disaster  in  the 
United  States  during  the  same  epoch.  The 
Brazilian  Revolution  was  the  most  destructive 


In  these  4,436  cases  of  self  murder  1,599  shot 
themselves,  1,208  took  poison,  641  hanged 
themselves,  391  drowned  themselves,  372  cut 
their  throats,  86  threw  themselves  before  loco- 
motives, 62  threw  themselves  out  of  windows  or 
from  housetops,  48  stabbed  themselves,  16 
burned  themselves,  10  starved  themselves,  and 
2  killed  themselves  with  dynamite. 

*  * 

The  total  number  of  murders  committed 
during  the  year  was  6,615,  against  6,791  in 
1892.  A  slight  decrease  in  here  observable, 
but  it  is  stated  that,  during  the  last  16  years, 
the  record  of  murder  shows  a  steady  increase, 
t  times  out  of  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the 
population. 

*  * 

The  record  may  well  be  closed  with  the 
significant  statement  that  the  total  amount  of 
benefactions  made,  both  by  gift  and  by  bequest, 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  during  1893, 
for  charitable,  educational,  and  other  philan- 
thropic purposes,  was  no  less  than  $33,319,866. 
It  will  interest  our  readers  to  look  at  the  list  of 
sums  of  over  half  a  million  dollars,  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  given  :— 

John  Huntington,  for  A.t  School  $1,500,000 

Emily  Eckert,  to  charities   800,000 

Go.den  Mackay,  toHa.vaid  University  2,000,000 

Logan  H.  Roots,  for  pailc  purposes   700,000 

Leland  Stanford,  to  Stanford  University  2,500,000 
Anna  A.  Wilstach,  for  Alt  Gallery......  950,000 

A    1    Diexel,  to  German  Hospital,  Phi- 
ladelphia   1,000,000 

A.  J.  Drexel,  for  A.t  Gallery    1,000,000 

C    B.  Beck,  to  institutions   4>539.°00 

lane  Holmes,  to  charitable  institutions  1,300,000 
Marshall  Field,  to  Columbian  Museum  1,000,000 
S   Montgomery,  to  San  Francisco  Col- 

',    1,700.000 

lege  X      -A • 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Johnston,  to  San  Francisco 

Hospital...   666,666 

JAPANESE  FOLK  LORE. 

The  Folk-Lorist,  which,  some  of  our  readers 
may  not  be  aware,  is  the  journal  of  the  Chicago 
Folk-Lore  Society,  contains  in  the  fourth  num- 
ber of  its  first  volume  an  essay  by  Mr.  E.  W. 
Clement  on  Japanese  Folk-Lore  at  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition.  It  is  a  cleverly  com- 
piled paper,  but,  of  course,  one  does  not  look 
for  much  that  is  original  under  such  circum- 
stances. Many  writers  have  already  exploited 
this  field,  and  there  is  little  left  for  an  aulhor 
t0  do— unless  he  has  exceptional  facilities 
for  research— except  to  collect  and  collate 
the  work  of  others.    The  chief  merit  of  Mr. 


Feb.  10,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


'73 


Clement's  paper,  apart  from  his  graceful  hand- 
ling of  the  subject,  seems  to  ns  to  consist  in  the 
fHCl  that  it  is  not  merely  a  collection  of  disjointed 
fragments,  bill  rather  an  explanation  of  the 
blanches  of  folk  lore  that  constitute  the  Japanese 
artist's  favourite  motives:  Collectors  will  there- 
fore find  in  this  paper  many  helps  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  objects  they  love  to  bring 
together.  Mr.  Clement  advances  some  state- 
ments that  invite  criticism.  For  example,  lie 
adopts  the  not  uncommon  misconception  that  the 
term  yuten-zome  means  fairy-dyeing,  whereas 
the  expression  has  no  such  fanciful  origin,  being 
derived  simply  from  the  name  of  its  inventor, 
Yuzen,  who  lived  about  three  centuries  ago. 
The  essay  will  well  repay  perusal. 


has  long  been  known  to  be  engaged  0,11  B 
history  of  novels  in.  Japan,  is  reported  lO  b<; 
in  a  fair  way  for  issuing  l lie  long  expected 
work  before  the  end  of  the  present  year.  Mr. 
Kubnta  Beisen,  a  Well  known  author  on  the  slall 
of  the  Kokumin  Shtmbun ,  has  proved  himself  a 
master  of  graceful  prose.  He  is  devoting  his 
spare  hours  to  writing  dramatic  criticisms  for 
that  paper. 


LITBRARY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Yamada  Takktaro,  better  known  by  the 
nom  de  plume  of  Bimyo-Sai,  has  just  completed 
his  great  Dictionary  of  the  Japanese  Language 
on  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  some  years. 
Within  the  past  ten  years  several  good  diction- 
aries have  been  issued,  the  principal  among  them 
being  the  Genkai,  the  Kotoba-no-Sono,  and  the 
Kotoba-no-Hayashi.  Of  these  the  first  named 
by  Mr.  Otsuki  is  considered  the  most  complete 
and  trustworthy.  But  the  high  position  it  has 
hitherto  occupied  must  henceforth  be  yielded  to 
Mr.  Yamada's  new  Dictionary,  which  is  fuller 
in  words,  and  far  more  scholarly  in  its  methods 
of  treatment,  than  any  of  its  predecessors. 
* 

*  * 

Now  that  his  great  work  is  finished,  Bimyo-Sai 
willfor  the  present  devote  himself  to  writing  plays 
for  the  stage.    Indeed  he  has  already  published 
one  entitled  Murakami  Yoshimitsu  Nishiki-no 
Hata-kaze.    It  is  founded  upon  an  episode  of 
the  heroic  struggle  which  the  great  Kusunoki 
family  maintained  in  the  cause  of  the  legitimate 
line  of  Emperors  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
14th  century,  an  epoch  abounding  in  subjects 
suitable  for  dramatic  representation.  Bimyo- 
sai  has  his  own  ideas  about  reform  of  the  stage. 
He  seems  to  think  that  the  work  cannot  be 
effected  unless  plays  are  written  by  literary  men 
of  the  rising  generation,  many  of  whom  are  at 
present  deterred  from  attempting  anything  in 
this  field,  because  they  fear  that  their  produc- 
tions would  not  be  accepted  by  Danjuro  and 
Kikugoro,  the  two  stars  of  the  stage,  who  have 
the    final    conclusive    vote    upon  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  every  new  piece.    A  production 
rejected    by    either    of    them   is  condemned 
to  permanent  death.    Such  has  been  the  fate 
of  many  a  work   produced  by   aspiring  play 
writers  of  the   younger   generation.  Against 
this  state  of  things  Bimyo-sai  declares  defiant 
revolt.    Writers  of  originality,  he  says,  need  not 
be  afraid  of  anything  that  actors  like  Danjuro 
and  Kikugoro  say  about  their  productions.  If 
they  find  these  actors  disinclined  to  present  their 
works  on  the  stage,  young  authors  are  advised 
to  be  content  with  reproduction  at  the  hands  of 
the  don-cho  players,  namely,  those  in  the  lowest 
rank  of  the  profession.    If  they  persevere  and 
go  on   producing   piece   after   piece  without 
minding  what  the  conservatives  say  about  them, 
they  are  told  that  one  day  they  will  surely  find 
themselves  controlling  factors  in  the  reform  of 
the  stage. 

*  * 

Mr.  Tsubouchi  Yuzo,  alias  Haru-no-ya,  O- 
boro  or  Shoyd,  has  not  published  anything  worth 
noticing  for  some  years.  Idleness,  however,  is 
not  the  explanation  of  his  apparent  inactivity. 
He  has  founded  a  literary  periodical,  the  Waseda 
Bungaku,  which  now  occupies  the  foremost 
place  among  the  journals  of  the  kind.  Through 
the  columns  of  his  magazine,  he  is  doing  ex- 
cellent work  to  introduce  English  writers  to  his 
countrymen.  We  learn  that  he  is  occupied  with 
a  certain  work  on  which  he  intends  to  found  his 
claims  to  a  position  in  the  history  of  Japanese 
literature. 

* 

*  * 

Of  the  other  literary  men  of  the  rising  genera 
tion,  it  is  stated  that  Saganoya  is  studying  the 
grammatical  construction  of  the  Japanese  lan- 
guage to  fit  himself  for  inaugurating  a  new 
style  of  poetry  for  children.    Takenoya,  who 


FKISNCH  PLUCK. 

The  news  of  Vaillant's  execution  recalls  a  scene 
that  occurred  in  the  French  Chamber  ol  Deputies 
after  the  throwing  of  the  bomb  :  a  scene  furnish- 
ing one  of  the  most  remaikable  examples  ol 
quiet  nerve  that  humanity  lias  a  right  to  be 
proud  of.    Cognate  incidents  have  occurred  in 
the  history  of  nations;  for  instance,  the  splendid 
conduct  of  the  Chicago  police  at  the  time  of 
the  anarchist  dynamilards.    But  the  affair  in 
the  French    Chamber    was    almost  uniquely 
dramatic.    Among  the  applauding  comments 
evoked  from  the  English  press,  none  seems  to 
us  to  describe   the  situation  belter   than  the 
following,  which  we  take  from  the  Spectator  : — 
It  is  a  pity  not  to  dwell  for  a  moment  upon  the  scene 
presented  by  tlie  French  Chamber  immediately  after  the 
explosion  of  Vaillant's  bomb.    Events  nowadays  so  often 
leave  a  sickening  taste  in  the  mouth,  that  it  is  useful 
as  well  as  pleasant  to  record  one  which  restores  in  any 
degree  the  faiih  in  human  natuie      The  moment  the 
bomb  had  fallen  into  the  Chamber  there  was  every  reason 
to  expect  a  panic  among  the  Deputies.     They  are  French- 
men, to  begin  with,— that  is,  they  must  be  cUssed  among 
the  most  excitable  of  mankind.    All  around  them  were 
men  staggering  or  falling  from  the  seats,  covered  with 
blood  and  crying  out  with  pain,  above  were  women  shriek- 
ing in  the  galleries,  while  on  the  staircases  sounded  that 
rush  of  feet  which,  when  a  theatre  is  on  fir.-,  serves  as 
much  as  anything  to  depiive  men  of  their  self-commani 
For  auglit  the  Deputies  knew,  the  fall  of  the  bomb  was 
but  the  beginning  of  a  massacre,  and  organised  by  men  of 
whose  pitilessness  they  have  an  understanding  which  Eng- 
lishmen, exempt  as  yet  from  any  successfull  attempts  of  the 
kind,  and  little  accustomed  to  the  threatening  literature  of 
the  Boulevards,  have  not  acquired.   The  air  was  full  of  acrid 
smells  and  of  the  fine  dust  which  always  attends  an  ex- 
plosion of  dynamite,  and  which  might  have  indicated  that 
the  building  itself  was  giving  way.    The  rush  which  might 
have  been  expected  had  begun,  when  M.  Dupuy,  once 
school-master,  now  the  untried  President  of  the  Chamber, 
cried  out  in  a  voice  just  raised  enough  to  be  heard  through 
the  hall,  and  with  the  customary  ring  of  his  bell  to  en  force 
attention  — "  Gentlemen,  the  sitting  continues.    It  would 
not  be  to  the  dignity  of  France,  nor  of  the  Republic,  that 
such    attempts,  whencesoever  they  may  come,   of  the 
cause  of  which,  moreover,  we  are  ignorant,  should  be 
able  to  disturb  your  deliberations.    At  the  close  of  the 
sitting,  the  Bureau  will  hold  a  meeting  and  take,  in  all 
calmness,  the  necessary  measures.    The  next  speaker  is 
M  de  Montfort."    The  words  instantly  calmed  the  ferment. 
The  Deputies  sank  into  their  places,  and  M.  de  Mont- 
fort, though  unable  to  refrain  from  the  single  self-applaud- 
ing touch  implied  in  the  statement,  '  my  .laughter  is  in 
tlie  gallery,"  went  on  with  his  speech  about  nothing,  the 
validity  of  the  election  of  a  M.  Mirman.    And  for  twenty 
minutes— with  the  groans  of  the  wounded  faintly  audible 
from  the  ante-iooms,  and  the  knowledge  that  a  score  or 
more  of  Deputies  were  among  the  injured  or  the  dying — 
debate  and  the  voting  went  on  till  by  3^  votes  to  12;  M 
Mirman  was  declared  duly  elected,     lhat  was  very  fine 
The  adequacy  of  the  wholly  untried  Piesident,  the  instant 
■espouse  of  the  Chamber,  the  calm  and  endurance  of  that 
droning  rubbish  about  an  uninteresting  person,  all  brought 
out  one  of  the  best  sides  of  the  French  character,  its 
singular  power — singular,  we  mean,  when  the  essentially 


lubtirb  of  the  town.    A  member  of  the  gentry, 
whose  name  is  known,  came  to  beset  him  with 
a  crowd  of  young  schol.us,  demanded  his  pass- 
poit,  declared  lhat  it  was  a  forgery,  and  tore  it 
up.     He  asked    to  see   the  Father's  books, 
tore  them  up,  and  trampled  on  them  ;  among 
them   being  the    Kmperoi's    latest    edicts  in 
favour  of  the  Christian  religion  and  the  mis- 
sionaries.   After  a  long  course  of  insult,  at  about 
7  in  the  evening,  the  door  was  forced,  the  Father 
was  dragged  out  into  the  street,  and  a  general 
attack  was  made  on  him.     The  F'ather  hap- 
pened to  notice  one  of  the  young  literati  coming 
towards  him   with  a  tub  full  of  filth,  and  he 
seized  one  of  his  attackers  and  held  him  as  a 
shield.     An  indescribable  row  followed  ;  the 
Father  was  knocked  down,  trampled  on,  and 
dragged  right  and  left,  but  he  held  on  through 
it  all  to  one  literati.    How  long  this  lasted  is 
uncertain,  but  at  last  the  Father  managed  to  get 
on  his  feet,  and  ran  with  all  speed  to  the  nearest 
yamtn  to  avoid  re-capture.    The  affair  is  now 
before  the  local  mandarins,  and  their  decision 
must  be  awaited,  but  in  the  meantime  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  true  story  should  be  known." 


.  eltic  and  Southern  nature  of  the  people  is  considered— of 
responding  rapidly  to  a  call  for  energy  or  for  self-conti ol- 
It  is  true  that  the  Deputies  have  an  advantage  in  such  a 
scene,  which  Englishmen  do  not  at  first  remenber.  They 
have  all  been  through  the  military  mill,  and  most  of  them 
have  been  under  fire,  that  is,  they  have  learned  to  obey 
audible  words  of  command  almost  without  thinking,  and 
to  feel  rather  than  to  reflect  that  when  the  shot  is  begin- 
ning to  fall,  the  first,  the  imperative  duty  is  to  endure  in 
silence.  It  is  true  also  thai  the  peculiarity  of  the  French 
character  which  Englishmen  most  dislike,  its  tendency 
to  the  histrionic,  lent  to  M.  Depuy's  words  a  force  they 
might  not  elsewhere  have  possessed.  I  o  be  still  in  the 
face  of  bombs,  that  was  heroic,  that  was  grand,  that  would 
rivet  the  attention  of  mankind  ;  and  the  Deputies,  folding 
their  arms,  sat  still,  for  all  thai,  the  scene  was  a  great 
one,  and  may  serve  to  remind  Eurooe  that  Frenchmen 
are  not  only  brave,  which  nobody  doubted,  but  that  they 
have  in  ihem  besides  a  nobility  which  it  takes  danger 
fully  to  call  forth,  and  a  quality  of  efficiency  in  which  they 
are  surpassed  by  no  race  on  earth. 


THE  "  CITY  OF  PEKING.' 

When  the  steamer  City  of  Peking  arrived  in 
San  Francisco  on  Jan.  13th,  she  was  looking 
the  worse  for  a  battle  with  a  typhoon  into  which 
she  ran  on  December  22nd  last.    The  storm  oc- 
curred off  the  Japan  coast,  and  came  near  wreck- 
ing the  vessel.    The  skylight  covering  the  en- 
gine-room was  crushed  in,  and  part  of  the  rail 
on  both  sides  of  it  was  damaged.    The  wave 
that  wrought  the  havoc  carried  away  one  of  the 
starboard  lifeboats  and  flooded  the  engine-room 
and  social  hall.    The  storm  commenced  on  the 
forenoon  of  December  22nd,  and  at  about  12.30 
an  immense  sea  was  observed  rolling  toward 
the  steamer  on  the  starboard  bow.    The  order 
was  given  by  the  first  officer  to  bring  the  ship 
around,  so  that  she  might  strike  the  comber 
head  on.    The  Peking  did  not  answer  promptly 
enough  to  her  helm,  and  the  great  mountain  of 
water  struck  her  011  the  starboard  quarter,  for- 
ward, heeling  her  over  to  a  dangerous  angle  and 
shipping  the  sea  over  her  bow  in  such  a  manner 
lhat  it  made  a  clean  sweep  of  the  main  deck. 
The  shock  was  felt  throughout  the  ship  as  if  she 
had  struck  a  rock.    Tons  of  water  came  over 
the  skylight   combings    to   the  engine-room, 
and    Chief    Engineer    Stewart   and   his  men 
were   in    water    up  to  their  kness.     In  the 
saloon  the  water  did  great  damage,  smashing 
the  piano  and  making  a  mess  of  the  music- 
rack  and  bookstand.   Captain  Searle  was  caught 
in  the  debris  as  he  came  out  of  his  cabin-door 
and    thrown  violently  into  the   scuppers.  A 
panic  ensued  among  the  passengers,  but  the 
officers  acted  admirably  and  with  great  coolness, 
and  succeeded   in  calming   the  fears  of  the 
frightened  people.    Had  another  wave  followed 
the  one  that  broke  over  the  Peking  she  would 
have  gone  to  the  bottom.    Thus  a  San  Francisco 
journal.    The  Peking  encountered  some  very 
bad  weather  in  her  previous  trip,  both  out  and 
home. 


THE  TAIHO  OUTRAGE. 

"  We  extracted  recently  from  the  Shenpao,"  says 
the  North  China  Daily  News,  "an  account  of 
an  attack  made  on  a  Roman  Catholic  mis- 
sionary by  villagers  near  Taiho,  in  Anhui.  A 
correspondent  has  sent  us  the  facts  of  the  case, 
which  put  a  very  different  complexion  on  the 
affair.  The  Father,  who  was  the  victim  of  the 
assault,  was  coming  from  his  mission  at  Taiho 
hien,  and  passed  through  the  town  of  Huaiyuen, 
between  Taiho  and  Fungyangfu.  He  put  up 
at  the  inn  of  a  man  named  Lo,  in  the  southern 


THE   PROHIBITION  OF  THE   EXPORT   OF  GRAIN 
IN  KOREA. 

The  question  between  this  Empire  and  Korea 
does  not  appear  to  be  yet  within  sight  of  a 
solution  despite  the  reassuring  telegram  re- 
cently received.  The  Korean  Government  is 
said  to  be  behaving  with  considerable  ob- 
stinacy, and  according  to  the  News  Agency, 
instructions  have  been  sent  from  Tokyo  to  Mr. 
Oton  Keisuke  directing  him  to  adopt  a  more 
peremptory  tone  in  his  communications  to  the 
Foreign  Office  in  Soul.  It  really  is  miserable 
lhat  these  perpetual  disputes  should  arise  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

METALS. 

Messrs.  Royse  &  Co.  in  their  Circular  of  Dec. 
29th,  report : — The  slight  improvement  in  the 
Pig  Iron  Markets,  to  which  we  referred  in  our 
last,  has  been  continued  during  the  first  half  fo 
this  month,  prices  during  that  time  having  ad- 
vanced about  6d.  per  ton  for  Scotch  Warrants, 
and  about  is.  3d.  per  ton  for  Middlesbrough. 
Shipments  from  Glasgow  were  good,  and  stocks 
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in  the  public  stores  decreasing.  Since  then, 
however,  the  position  lias  changed,  values  have 
steadily  declined,  and  are  quite  easy  at  present 
with  very  little  business  doing,  which  may  be 
attributed  to  some  extent,  though  not  altogether, 
to  the  holidays.  The  Manufactured  Iron  Market 
in  the  Midlands  is  quiet,  but  there  are  hopes  of 
some  improvement  after  the  turn  of  the  year. 
Copper  has  not  fluctuated  much  during  the 
month,  but  closes  slightly  lower,  and  is  easy. 
Tin,  after  advancing,  has  quite  given  way,  and 
is  quiet  at  about  20s.  per  ton  less  than  at  the 
beginning  of  this  month.  Spelter  has  fallen 
slightly,  but  is  at  present  steady.  Pig  Lead, 
after  falling,  has  advanced  again,  and  is  steady 
with  rather  an  improving  tendency. 


THE   ARMY  OF  HAWAII. 

The  following  characteristic  letter  appears  in 
the  Washington  Post  of  December  30th  : — 

Editor  Post  : — In  your  issue  of  the  25th  instant  you 
republished  a  letter  from  a  gallant  Irishman,  Patrick 
Hutton  by  name,  a  soldier  of  fortune  in  the  mission- 
ary army  in  Hawaii,  at  $40  per  month.  This  warrior, 
Hu'ton,  writes  that  there  are  in  Hawaii  1,200  men 
under  arms.  This  in  not  true,  as  are  not  true  all  the 
other  statements  made  by  the  commissioners,  sympa- 
thizers, and  agents  of  the  Provisional  Government  of 
Hawaii.  The  statements  of  the  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Wilcox  on  the  fighting  pretensions  of  the  Provisional 
Government  of  Hawaii  and  published  in  the  Post  of 
Dec.  21  are  far  more  correct  than  that  of  the  soldier 
Hutton. 

To-day  it  comes  my  turn  to  tell  the  real  truth  and 
give  the  exact  number  of  the  soldiers  of  the  mission, 
ary  army  in  Hawaii,  divided  by  nationalites  and 
copied  from  the  book  of  the  so-called  Provisional 
Government. 

Army  of  Hawaii— Germans ,  54  :  Portuguese,  49; 
Americans,  32  ;  Norwegians,  27  ;  British  19  ;  Swedes, 
17;  Italians,  IS;  Russians,  7;  Danes,  5;  Russian 
Fins,  3  ;  Polish  Jews,  2  ;  Greeks,  2  ;  Dutch,  1  ;  Native 
Hawaiian,  I;  assorted,  don't  know  themselves,  16; 
total,  250. 

Only  one  native  Hawaiian  can  be  found  in  this 
army  destined  for  protecting  and  defending  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  This  is  the  best  standard  for 
judging  how  limited  is  the  confidence  of  the  Hawaiian 
people  in  the  missionary  government,  temporarily 
existing  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

My  opinion  is  that  this  army,  formed  by  the  pious 
missionaries  for  the  purpose  of  defending  themselves 
and  for  intimidating  the  native  Hawaiians  and  other 
peaceful  residents,  is  merely  a  rare  and  monstrous 
conglomeration  of  mercenary  soldiers,  composed  of 
the  scum  of  all  nations,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
recruited  among  the  hoodlums  of  barbary  coast  in  San 
Francisco. 

This  army  of  mercenaries  is  more  of  a  danger  than 
protection  for  Hawaii,  because  there  is  no  patriotism, 
no  high  ideals  in  those  men ,  except  the  $40  per  month. 
Each  and  all  are  so  many  Swiss  Dugal  Dougherty, 
who  fight  for  provender  and  pay,  and  also  prey. 

Celso  Caesar  Moreno. 


DISCOVERY  OF  U  N  INHABITED  ISLANDS. 

Mr.  Noda,  of  Kumamoto,  is  said  to  have  dis- 
covered a  group  of  uninhabited  islands  at  a 
distance  of  90  nautical  miles  northward  of 
Yayeyama  in  the  Riukiu  Group,  and  101  nauti- 
cal miles  north-east  of  Formosa.  The  Hochi 
Shimbun,  from  which  we  take  this  information, 
says  that  the  islands  are  marked  on  British  charts, 
from  which  we  infer  that  Mr.  Noda's  discovery 
is  limited  to  the  fact  of  their  being  uninhabited. 
The  group  is  said  to  consist  of  eight  islets,  their 
neighbouring  seas  abounding  in  fish,  their  lands 
well  watered,  and  their  soil  suited  for  growing 
cereals.  It  is  added  that  despite  these  natural 
advantages,  no  traces  of  human  settlement  are 
to  be  found  on  the  islands,  and  they  are  not 
included  in  the  territory  of  any  country.  These 
facts  having  been  reported  to  the  Home  Office 
through  the  local  officials  of  Kumamoto,  orders 
are  said  to  have  been  issued  for  the  inclusion  of 
the  islands  in  the  Japanese  Empire,  the  right  of 
property  in  them  being  conferred  on  Mr.  Noda. 


MASUDA  KOSAI. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1885,  there  died  in  abouse 
in  Shiba  Park  a  man  who  had  lived  there  for 
some  ten  years,  and  whose  life  had  been  sin- 
gularly adventurous.  Masuda  Kosai  was  not 
his  original  name,  but  Tachibana  Kumekichi. 
The  son  of  a  military  retainer  of  the  Tolomi 
Feudal  Chief,  he  was  fully  trained  in  all  the 
warlike  arts  of  the  time  and  attained  much 
proficiency  in  them.    But  wild  and  dissipated 


habits  led  to  his  flight  from  his  master.  He 
drifted  into  the  lowest  orders  of  society,  and 
was  guilty  of  the  brutal  crime  of  throwing  his 
illegitimate  child  into  the  Rokugo  river.  This 
event  proved  the  turning-point  in  his  career. 
He  adopted  the  tonsure,  serving  his  novitiate 
at  the  Ikegami  Temple,  where  his  conspicuous 
ability  soon  gained  him  preferment  to  a  high 
rank  in  the  priesthood.  Vicious  propensities, 
however,  once  more  asserted  themselves.  Flee- 
ing from  the  temple  he  led  a  wanderer's  life, 
finally  coming  to  Shimoda  in  the  province  of 
Izu  just  at  the  time  when  a  Russian  war-vessel 
had  put  in  there  for  repairs.  Tachibana  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  Captain  of  the  ship, 
and  accepted  his  invitation  to  travel  by  her  to 
Russia,  where,  after  study  of  the  language,  he 
received  an  appointment  in  the  Diplomatic 
Service  through  the  good  offices  of  the  Captain. 
He  now  called  himself  Yamatonow  (son  of 
Yamato),  and  discharged  his  duties  with  such 
zeal  that  he  received  a  Russian  decoration. 
When  Oguri  Kozukenosuke  visited  Russia  in 
the  capacity  of  ambassador  accredited  by  the 
Tokugawa  Government,  Yamatonow  was  ap- 
pointed to  receive  him,  and  thereafter  rising 
gradually  in  the  Russian  service,  he  was 
ultimately  appointed  Inspector  of  Foreign 
Legations.  At  the  time  of  the  Restoration, 
when  Prince  Iwakura  went  as  ambassador  to 
Europe,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Yama- 
tonow, and  persuaded"  him  to  terminate  his 
twenty  years'  service  in  Russia  by  returning  to 
Japan.  The  Czar  accepted  Yamatonow's  re- 
signation, paid  his  travelling  expenses  home, 
and  conferred  on  him  a  life-pension  of  three 
hundred  roubles  a  year.  On  arriving  in  Japan, 
he  changed  his  name  to  Masuda  Kosai,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  a  small  house  in  Shiba 
Park,  where  he  lived  the  strict  life  of  a  Bud- 
dhist recluse,  declining  all  offers  of  official  ap- 
pointment, and  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his 
money  to  his  friends  and  relatives.  Thus  the 
Hochi  Shimbun. 


children's  magazines. 
It  is  only  the  Osaka  Asahi  Shimbun  that  has  a 
circulation  at  all  commensurate  with  the  size 
of  the  city  in  which  it  is  published.  And  yet, 
even  this  progressive  and  well-edited  sheet 
prints  less  that  forty  thousand  copies.  As  Tokyo 
is  about  the  size  of  Philadelphia,  one  might,  at 
first  sight,  expect  to  find  some  daily  with  at  least 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand  subscribers,  particularly 
in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  metro- 
politan press  speaks  with  comparative  authority, 
and  that  therefore  a  circulation  of  considerable 
magnitude  might  will  be  hoped  for  in  the  prin- 
pal  towns  of  the  interior.  This  is,  however,  by 
no  means  the  case.  The  Jiji  Shimpo,  facile 
princeps  among  the  great  newspapers  of  Tokyo, 
and  undoubtedly  the  chief  advertising  medium, 
has  an  issue  of  very  little  over  ten  thousand. 
The  Mainichi  Shimbun,  the  Nestor  of  the 
Japanese  press,  and  one  of  the  prosiest  of 
periodicals,  cannot  have  more  that  seven 
thousand  subscribers,  if  it  has  that  many.  All 
the  rest  of  the  O  Shimbun  fail  to  pass  the  ten 
thousand  limit.  On  the  other  hand,  the  small 
fry  or  Ko  Shimbun,  teeming  as  they  do  with 
questionable  stories  and  relying  more  on  the 
exciting  nature  of  the  novelettes  they  publish 
than  on  the  exactness  of  the  news  they  purvey, 
sometimes  have  a  circulation  of  twenty  thousand 
copies,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Tokyo  Asahi  Shim- 
bun, while  the  Kaishin  Shimbun  and  Miyako 
Shimbun  are  not  far  behind.  These  figures  are 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  those  relating 
to  one  or  two  Children's  Magazines.  The  Sho 
Kokumin,  or  "Little  Nation,"  once  had  an 
unquestioned  circulation  of  forty  thousand — 
and  was  pecuniarily  in  hot  water  at  the  same- 
time.  The  Yonen  Zasshi,  or  "  Youth's  Maga- 
zine," publishes  twice  a  month  fully  twenty-five 
thousand  copies  ;  Nippon  no  Shonen,  or 
"  Young  People  of  Japan,"  by  far  the  most 
carefully  and  elegantly  edited  of  all,  has  about 
fifteen  thousand  subscribers.  There  are  several 
others  of  less  importance,  one  of  the  most 
recent  appearances  being  the  Ya-gaku,  or 
"  Evening  School,"  which,  as  its  name  implies, 
aims  at  instruction  rather  than  amusement. 


The  Yonen  Zasshi  and  Nippon  no  Shonen  are 
both  published  by  the  Hakubun  Kwan,  at  once 
the  most  progressive  and  most  cordially  dis- 
liked (by  other  booksellers)  of  any  publishing 
house  in  Japan.  The  contents  of  such  children's 
Magazines  are,  even  in  the  best  cases,  largely 
educational.    A  moiety  of  the  short  stories  to 
be  found  therein  are  verbatim  translations,  illus- 
trations included,  from  St.  Nicholas  and  Har- 
per's Young  People.    Prof.  Tsubouchi,  of  the 
Semmon  Gakko,  one  of  the  most  facile  and 
pleasing  writers  of  the  day,  is  a  constant  con- 
tributor to  the  Nippon  no  Shonen,  as  is  also 
the  well-known  poet,  Owada,  who  recently  gave 
an  excellent  translation  of  Thomas  Campbell's 
"  Hohenlinden."    The  same  magazine  is  also 
publishing  a  series  of  articles  on  Early  English 
Literature  ;  and  now  and  then  one  of  Charles 
Lamb's  delightful  "  Essays  of  Elia,"  which, 
however  skilfully  rendered,  lose  something  of 
their  original  interest  when  clothed  in  Japan- 
ese phrases.     Descriptions  of  Icelandic  and 
Swiss  scenery,  bits  of  European  history,  easy 
Chinese  poems,  sporting  and  hunter's  tales, 
glimpses  of  Japanese  history,  and  semi-ficti- 
tious stories  founded  upon  some  incident  in 
the  lives  of  the  heroes  of  old,  instruction  in  the 
elements  of  English  speech,  amusing  anecdotes 
and  tales  of  school-boy  prowess,  or  of  the  tireless 
pursuit  of  knowledge  under  difficulties — these 
fill  upon  the  body  of  the  magazine.     The  Sho 
Kokumin  makes  a  specialty  of  teaching  the  pri- 
mary rules  of  physics  and  chemistry,  accom- 
panying the  text  with  copious  illustrations  and 
detailed  experiments  which  can  easily  be  carried 
out.  Specimen  pages  of  caligraphy  and  daintily 
written  poems  are  often  published,  as  well  as 
instruction  in  those  bold,   free-hand  sketches 
which  have  given  Hokusai  his  world-wide  fame. 
The  "Puzzle   Department"   is   very  meagre, 
drop-word  poems,  riddles,  and  a  sort  of  word- 
square  being  theonly  representatives  of  thisclass. 
Sometimes  there   is  a  quaint-looking  picture 
which,  when  properly  deciphered,  proves  to  be 
a  combination  of  a  number  of  Chinese  charac- 
ters and  Japanese  Kana,  forming  a  short  poem. 
Sly  political  hits  also  find  their  way  between  the 
covers  of  Children's  Magazines,  probably  for 
the  amusement  of  the  adult  generation.  Speci- 
mens of  needle-work  for  girls;  eccentricities  of 
kite-flying  and  novel  shapes  for  kites  ;  new  games 
and  descriptions  of  field-sports  that  are  steadily 
growing  more  popular, — such  are  the  contents 
of  the  leading  magazines  of  Young  Japan.  And, 
taken  as  whole,  they  are  far  more  pleasant  read- 
ing and  more  carefully  edited  than  any  other 
Japanese  periodical,  and  thus  thoroughly  de- 
serve their  popularity. 


ADVICE  TO  THE   GOVERNMENT  AND  PEOPLE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Keizai  Zasshi  appears  in  the  new  role  of 
an  adviser  to  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  concerning  the  restoration  of 
the  value  of  silver.  Strictly  speaking,  says  our 
contemporary,  the  value  of  silver  has  not  depre- 
ciated, for  the  prices  of  commodities  remain 
relatively  steady  in  the  silver-using  countries  of 
the  East.  Since  1887,  prices  have  slightly 
risen,  but  the  rise  has  been  exceedingly  small. 
Such  being  the  case,  the  Tokyo  periodical  fails 
to  see  any  reason  why  the  United  States  should 
endeavour  to  displace  silver  from  its  rank  as  a 
medium  of  exchange.  The  perplexity  is  in- 
creased when  we  consider  that  the  trans-Pacific 
Republic  is  one  of  the  greatest  silver-producing 
countries  in  the  world.  The  Keizai  gives  sta- 
tistics showing  the  steady  decrease  of  the  out- 
put of  gold  and  the  equally  steady  increase  of 
the  produce  of  silver^  in  that  country.  Refer- 
ence is  also  made  to  the  gradual  steps  through 
which  America  has  come  to  discontinue  the 
coinage  of  silver.  Elaborate  statistics  are  then 
adduced  to  show  that  about  one-fourth  of  all 
the  silver  in  the  world  has  hitherto  been  coined 
in  the  United  States  and  also  to  illustrate  the 
vastness  of  the  effects  which  the  suspension  of 
silver  coinage  in  America  has  produced  upon 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver.  The  effect 
of  the  policy  pursued  by  the  present  Administra- 
tion in  the  Republic  has  been,  in  the  Keitais 
opinion,  simply  to  lower  the  prices  of  commodi- 
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ties  ami  cause  a  derangement  of  the  economic 
system  in  general.  What  policy  ought  the 
United  States  Government,  then,  to  pursue? 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Tokyo  journal,  it  ought, 
in  tire  first  place,  to  employ  all  the  surplus  in 
the  Treasury  (except  the  amount  set  apart  for 
the  issue  of  gold  and  silver  certificates)  for 
the  purpose  of  redeeming  public  bonds.  This 
measure  would  increase  the  volume  of  gold  and 
silver  money  in  circulation,  and  silver  being 
money,  a  certain  portion  of  gold  would  naturally 
become  less  needed,  and  would  consequently 
depieciale  in  value.  Secondly,  the  United  States 
Government  ought  to  stop  the  issue  of  gold 
ceitificates  but  continue  to  issue  silver  certi- 
ficates,— a  measure  calculated  to  widen  the 
sphere  of  the  circulation  of  silver.  Thirdly  and 
lastly,  it  ought  to  prevail  upon  the  French  Go- 
vernment to  put  into  circulation  the  gold  ac- 
cumulating in  the  national  banks  there,  while, 
on  its  own  part,  the  American  Government 
should  undertake  the  coinage  of  silver  during 
a  certain  period  of  years  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  increasing  trade.  Should  these  steps 
be  adopted,  the  Keizai  does  not  doubt  that  the 
ratio  between  gold  and  silver  would  again  return 
to  that  of  1  to  16.  Upon  the  recovery  of  the  old 
ratio,  the  United  States  might  restore  the  free 
coinage  of  silver,  to  the  benefit  of  the  world  in 
general  and  of  the  United  States  in  particular. 


THE  "  HOKKAIDO. 

The  increasing  attention  paid  by  the  public  to 
the  colonization  of  Hokkaido  has  led  to  the 
establishment  of  a  fortnightly  journal  in  Tokyo, 
devoted  to  the  dissemination  of  trustworthy  in- 
formation about  the  condition  of  things  in  the 
northern  island,  The  name  of  the  new  peri- 
odical is  Hokkaido,  and  its  chief  editor  is  Mr. 
Murao  Motonaga,  a  well  knowu  authority  on 
things  pertaining  to  Yezo.  No  man  has  done 
more  to  make  Hokkaido  known  to  the  people 
in  the  main  island.  In  the  opening  article,  the 
editor  explains  that  the  object  of  his  journal  is 
two-fold  ;  namely,  on  the  one  hand,  to  furnish 
trustworthy  information  about  Hokkaido  to  in- 
tending emigrants  as  well  as  to  public  men  desir- 
ing to  investigate  the  northern  question,  and,  on 
the  other,  to  let  the  people  in  Yezo  know  the  opi- 
nions and  sentiments  entertained  by  the  men  in 
the  South  about  Hokkaido.  With  such  a  pur- 
pose in  view,  it  was  thought  convenient  to  pub- 
lish the  journal  in  Tokyo.  The  number  before 
us  contains  the  usual  congratulatory  letters 
from  eminent  persons,  the  principal  among 
them  being  Prince  Konoye,  Baron  Ozawa, 
Mr.  Murata  Tamotsu,  Dr.  Sato  Shosuke,  Di- 
rector of  the  Sapporo  Agricultural  College, 
and  so  forth.  In  the  columns  of  special  con- 
tributions, we  notice  valuable  articles  by  men 
like  Professor  Nitobe,  of  the  Sapporo  Agricul- 
tural College,  Mr.  Shiga,  editor  of  the  Nippon- 
Jin,  and  a  few  others.  In  the  columns  of 
"Queries  and  Answers,"  there  are  important 
facts  concerning  the  cost  of  emigration  and 
salmon  fishing.  The  paper  contains  also  inter- 
esting notes  about  the  condition  of  various 
agricultural  establishments  and  industrial  enter- 
prises in  Hokkaido.  To  complete  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  contents,  reference  must  be  made 
to  accounts  of  interviews  with  distinguished 
persons  on  the  Hokkaido  question,  and  special 
columns  devoted  to  biographical  sketches  of 
early  settlers  in  the  northern  island. 


THE   OLD  SCARECROW. 

We  observe  that  the  ancient  scarecrow  periodi 
cally  trotted  out  to  alarm  the  foreign  community 
has  again  been  brought  upon  the  scene.  The 
public  is  asked  to  believe  that  Treaty  Revision 
is  again  imminent,  and  that  unless  decisive 
measures  be  adopted,  a  serious  result  cannot 
be  averted.  This  time  the  basis  of  the  alarm 
is  a  letter  "  addressed  to  a  Japanese  by  his 
friend  in  London,"  and  published  by  the 
Japan  Gazette,  which  journal  says  that  the 
writer  of  the  letter  "  has  evidently  access  to 
the  best  sources  of  information  on  diplomatic 
affairs."  Well,  for  our  own  part,  we  can 
assure  the  public  on  the  most  incontrover- 
tible authority  that  every  essential  point  about 
Treaty  Revision  advanced  in  the  letter  is  ab- 


solutely untrue,  and  that  the  whole  stoiy  about 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain  has  no  tounda- 
lion  in  fact.  In  making  this  denial,  we  do  not 
claim  to  have  had  access  to  any  source  of  in- 
formation that  was  not  equally  accessible  to  the 
Japan  Gazette.  Hut  the  conviction  is  reluctantly 
forced  upon  us  that  facts,  even  negative  facts, 
are  the  last  things  sought  by  the  Japan  Gazette, 
and  that  to  be  furnished  with  them  before  com- 
piling its  articles  would  embarrass  it  painfully 

COUNT   OKU  MA. 

The  Kokkai  publishes  an  account  of  an  inter- 
view which  its  representative  recently  had  with 
Count  Okuina  at  his  Waseda  resilience.  In 
response  to  his  visitor's  remaiks  on  the  repeated 
collisions  between  the  Cabinet  and  the  Opposi- 
tion, the  Progressionist  leader  is  said  to  have 
observed  that  such  collisions  are  unavoidable  in 
a  period  of  transition  like  that  through  which 
Japan  is  now  passing  in  her  endeavours  to  in- 
troduce a  truly  representative  system  of  govern- 
ment. Until  such  a  result  is  achieved,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  face  several  more  dissolutions 
of  the  Diet.  As  to  the  ultimate  and  complete 
victory  of  the  Opposition  over  the  Government, 
he  does  not  seem  to  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt.  The  case,  he  says,  is  like  two  tigers 
fighting  in  a  den  ;  the  quarrel  will  not  be  over 
until  the  stronger  kills  the  weaker.  Alluding  to 
the  dissolution  of  December  last,  the  Count 
charges  the  Cabinet  will)  cowardice  and  incapa- 
city on  the  ground  that  the  measure  was  taken 
while  the  House  of  Representatives  had  not  yet 
expressed  itself  on  the  question  at  issue,  nay, 
while  there  was  a  truce  between  it  and  the  Go- 
vernment. Could  such  a  measure  be  called 
courageous  and  decisive,  then  every  conceivable 
step  would  deserve  those  epithets.  A  dissolution 
is  the  last  measure  to  which  the  Cabinet  can 
have  recourse,  and  that  the  Ministers  had  to  fall 
back  on  that  measure,  shows  the  degree  of 
ability  they  possess.  Count  Okuma  then  goes 
on  to  speak  of  the  expense  of  a  general  election, 
and  expresses  sympathy  with  those  who  have 
been  forced  to  undergo  the  costly  and  trouble- 
some process  of  competition  in  this  cold  season 
of  the  year. 

* 

*  * 

His  visitor  then  inquired   his  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  a  Parliamentary  versus  an  Im- 
perial  Cabinet.    On  this  subject    the  Count 
has   long   been   known  to  entertain  opinions 
directly  at  variance  with  those   of  Count  Ito 
the  present  Premier.    What  may  his  notions 
really  be  ?    In  reply  to  that  question,  Count 
Okuma  proceeded  to  speak  as  follows : — "My 
opposition  to  the  system  of  Imperial  Cabinets 
{Teishitsu   Naikaku)   dates  back  as  early  as 
when   I   left   the   Government   in  1881.  My 
opinions  have  not  changed   since   that  time. 
The  expression  Imperial  Cabinet  sounds  well, 
but  in  reality  it  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
another  name  for  a  Cabinet  resting  upon  the 
ascendency  of  the  two  clans  of  Satsuma  and 
Choshu.    It  must  be  remembered  that  a  con- 
stitutional form  of  Government  has  already  been 
adopted,  and  that  His  Majesty  has  declared  that 
all  affairs  of  State  should  be  conducted  in  con- 
sultation with  and  in  obedience  to  public  opinion. 
Which  is  likely  to  be  the  more  trustworthy,  the 
advice  of  a  few  high  dignitaries  about  the  Court 
or  the  public  opinion  of  the  people?    The  Con- 
stitution expressly  provides  that  "the  Emperor 
is  sacred  and  inviolable."    His  Ministers  must 
then  be  held  responsible  for  the  duty  of  giving 
good  advice  to  the  Emperor.    Can  they  be  said 
to  have  rightly  discharged  their  responsibility, 
when  they  forfeit  the  confidence  of  the  people 
and  act  contrary  to  public  opinion?    The  so- 
called  Imperial  Cabinet  can  never  be  satisfac- 
torily put  into  practice,  neither  is  it  consistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  with  the 
declarations  of  the  Emperor  already  alluded  to. 
A  constitutional  Government  must  necessarily 
be  a  parliamentary  Government.    The  march 
of  opinion  in  the  world  is  irresistible.    Look  at 
Germany.    In  that  country  the  system  of  Im- 
perial   Cabinets  was  formerly  in  vogue,  but 
public  opinion  having  steadily  improved,  the 
situation  is  now  very  different  from  what  it  was 
some  years  ago.    In  short,  a  system  of  Imperial 


CahinelH  may  be  maintained,  so  long  as  public 
opinion  approves  it.  lint  from  the  moment  that 
public  opinion  begins  to  reject  it,  such  a  system 
can  never  endure."  He  then  goes  on  to  predict 
that  before  this  century  is  ended,  or  at  the  latest 
in  the  early  years  of  the  20th  century,  public 
opinion  in  the  world  will  have  completely  thrown 
such  a  system  over-board. 

» 

*  * 

The  Kokkai's  representative  then  remaiked 
that  supposing  Parliamentary  Government  to 
have  been  adopted,  His  Majesty  would  have  to 
call  to  office  men  he  had  never  met  and  whom 
he  may  not  particularly  like.  How  would  His 
Majesty  be  reconciled  to  such  a  system  ?  There 
ought,  answered  Count  Okuma,  to  be  no  anxiety 
on  that  head.  It  is  His  Majesty's  unalterable 
pleasure  to  consult  in  all  things  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  and  to  appoint  his  Ministers  from 
among  men  enjoving  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  His  Majesty  knows  very  well  that, 
however  enlightened  and  wise  a  sovereign  may 
be,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  choose 
for  his  advisers  men  of  proved  honour  and 
ability.  And  in  making  such  a  choice,  it  is 
safer  to  trust  to  public  opinion  than  to  the  re- 
commendations of  a  few  officials  about  the 
Court.  Then  turning  to  the  present  political 
situation,  the  Count  regretted  to  observe  that 
the  Administration  is  as  completely  paralyzed  as 
the  Tokugawa  Government  was  in  the  last  days 
of  its  existence.  He  hoped,  however,  that  things 
would  be  mended  ere  long  by  a  complete 
redistribution  of  political  power.  "  People  say 
that  I  am  not  on  good  terms  with  Ito.  Per- 
sonally there  is  no  discord  between  us.  Politi- 
cally speaking,  however,  I  can  never  join  a 
Cabinet  whose  organization  I  cannot  approve. 
I  have  not  met  with  Ito  for  four  or  five  years, 
but  formerly  we  used  to  eat  at  the  same  table. 
A  difference  in  political  opinions  like  ours,  can 
not  be  accommodated  on  account  of  personal 
relations.  As  to  Shinagawa,  I  do  not  know  him 
at  all." 


THE  ALLEGORICAL   ENAMEL  VASES. 

Many  of  our  readers  will  probably  remember  a 
colossal  pair  of  vases  and  a  censer  of  cloisonne' 
enamel  sent  by  Mr.  Suzuki  Shiroyemon,  of 
Nagoya,  to  the  Chicago  Exhibition.  They  were 
described  in  these  columns  before  they  left 
Japan,  being  remarkable  not  only  on  account 
of  their  enormous  dimensions,  but  also  because 
a  political  allegory  was  woven  into  their  deco- 
rative design.  We  read  in  the  Jiji  Shivipo 
that  these  three  specimens  have  been  sold  for 
fourteen  thousand  dollars.  Presumably  the 
price  is  stated  in  gold,  in  which  case  it  becomes 
twenty-four  thousand  yen  approximately.  This 
is  said  to  be  the  largest  price  obtained  for  any 
Japanese  exhibit  at  the  Columbian  exhibition. 
If  so,  the  magnificent  tapestry  sent  from  Kyoto 
must  have  remained  unsold,  for  its  value  was 
incomparably  greater  that  than  of  Mr.  Suzuki's 
cloisonne's.  Indeed,  we  are  surprised  to  learn 
that  a  purchaser  was  found  for  the  latter.  But 
happily  tastes  differ. 

THE   RE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  DIET. 

The  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  i8q2  look  place  on  December  25th,  and  19 
days  later,  namely,  on  January  1 2 th  the  general 
election  was  fixed  for  February  15th,  being  just 
52  days  from  the  time  of  dissolution.  Seventy- 
six  days  later  the  Diet  was  convoked  in  Tokyo. 
Turning  to  the  present  case,  we  find  that  the 
sentence  of  dissolution  went  out  on  December 
30th  ;  that  an  interval  of  thirty  days  elapsed 
before  the  Edict  was  issued  (29th  January)  fixing 
the  date  of  the  general  election  for  March  1st. 
Thus  between  the  general  election  and  the  day  of 
dissolution  there  isa  space  of  59  days,  against  52 
days  in  1893.  One  week's  difference  !  Yet  this 
pretty  matter  of  a  week  has  been  made  the  basis 
of  all  kinds  of  charges,  among  them  being  the 
amusing  assertion  that  the  delay  is  a  measure 
of  the  Cabinet's  resolve  to  cling  to  office  !  The 
question  now  arises,  on  what  day  will  the  Diet 
re-assemble  ?  Should  the  precedent  of  1893  be 
followed,  it  will  re-assemble  on  May  15th.  But 
the  Jiji  Shivipo  thinks  that  it  will  be  May  20th, 
It  must  be  before  the  end  of  May,  according  to 
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law.  Well,  supposing  that  it  is  May  20tli  instead 
of  May  1 5 iti .  That  is  a  difference  of  five  days. 
Surely  such  a  petty  matter  is  not  capable  of 
being  converted  into  a  peg  for  hanging  out  a 
huge  inference.  Yes,  but  it  is  capable.  The 
Jiji  Shimpo  finds  that  one  of  two  deductions 
must  be  drawn  :  either  the  Government  intends 
to  issue  an  e  iict  that  will  "startle  and  shake" 
(odorokashi-ugokasu)  the  whole  empire,  or  there 
will  be  a  change  of  Cabinet.  What  an  inferen- 
tial Jiji,  to  be  sure  !  Very  unlike  that  journal's 
usual  sobriety  and  mental  balance. 

BIG  MONKEYS. 

The  following  is  taken  from  a  Dutch  paper  :— 
Two  enormous  Pongoo  monkeys,  natives  of 
Borneo,  recently  arrived  in  Brussels.  They 
measured  fully  1.60  and  1.70  metres  in  height, 
and  while  one  possessed  a  very  human-like  face 
and  small  ears,  the  other  was  distinguished  by 
a  ferocious  animal  expression  and  gigantic 
ears.  They  were  captured  in  the  interior  of 
Borneo,  where  they  inhabited  a  kind  of  hut, 
built  high  up  in  the  trees.  They  appear  to 
have  seldom  come  to  the  ground,  clambering 
and  swinging  from  tree  to  tree  in  search  of  food, 
The  natives  accordingly  felled  the  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  monkeys'  hut,  and  in 
consequence  the  animals  descended  to  the 
ground, where  they  were  caught  in  a  net  of  strong 
rope  which  had  been  placed  around  the  trunk 
cf  their  place  of  domicile.  The  monkeys  fought 
desperately  for  liberty,  and  two  lives  were  lost 
ere  the  ropes  were  bound  around  them.  During 
the  voyage  to  Europe  both  fell  sick  and  re- 
fused to  take  any  of  the  medicines  proffered 
them.  Finally  the  ship's  surgeon  hit  upon  a 
device.  Taking  a  favourite  fruit,  he  cut  a 
small  hole  in  the  side,  and  gave  it  to  the 
animals.  At  first  they  were  suspicious  and 
declined  to  eat  it,  but  after  a  while,  hunger 
compelled  them  to  make  a  meal,  and  finding 
the  hole  contained  nothing  whatever,  their  fears 
were  allayed.  This  stratagem  was  carried  out 
for  two  or  three  days,  the  hole  being  gradually 
enlarged,  till  all  suspicion  had  faded  out  of  the 
monkeys'  minds  ;  then  medicine  was  introduced 
into  the  hole  in  the  shape  of  a  powder.  The 
unsuspecting  animals  ate  the  fruit  and  the 
powder  too,  and  a  speedy  restoration  to  health 
followed.  The  monkeys  both  possess  enormous 
strength  and  held  their  own  easily  in  a  tug 
against  ten  strong  men.  They  were  sold  for 
30,000  marks  after  a  keen  competition  among 
wild  animal  buyers,  and  go  to  the  Zoological 
Gardens  at  Leipsic. 

BALL   AT  THE   FRENCH  LEGATION   IN  TOKYO. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant,  His  Excel- 
lency the  French  Representative  and  Madame 
Sfenkiewicz  gave  a  reception  at  the  French  Le- 
gation in  Tokyo.  The  salons  were  crowded, 
and  the  perfectly  exercised  hospitality  of  the 
popular  host  and  hostess  lent  a  special  charm 
to  the  entertainment.  The  cotillon,  which  com- 
menced after  supper  and  continued  until  4.25 
a.m.,  with  two  intervals  for  a  second  and  a  third 
supper,  was  perhaps  the  most  picturesque  dance 
of  the  kind  ever  .seen  in  Tokyo,  the  favours- 
procured  specially  from  Paris— being  of  great 
variety  and  beauty,  the  leading  faultless,  the 
figures  admirably  conceived,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  dancers  indefatigable."  Even  at  the  French 
Legation  a  more  enjoyable  evening  has  never 
been  experienced.  _____ 

BRITISH   JURY  LIST. 

A  special  Court  was  held  on  Friday  by  His 
Honour,  Judge  Mowat,  to  revise  the  British 
Jury  List  for  1894.  The  only  applicant  for 
exemption  was  Mr.  Wm.  Bourne,  No.  43,  Bluff. 
In  answer  to  His  Honour,  he  said  he  asked  for 
exemption  on  the  score  of  age.  His  Honour, 
after  perusing  the  Order  in  Council  bearing 
on  the  subject,  said  that  he  did  not  find  any 
maximum  limit  of  age  mentioned  there.  There 
was  a  minimum,  all  persons  of  21  and  up- 
wards being  entitled  to  serve.  Mr.  Bourne 
said  he  understood  the  previous  Judge  of  that 
Court  had  held  that  persons  over  the  age  of 
60  years  were  exempt;  he  was  born  on  the  28th 
March,  1833,  and  therefore  had  reached  that 
age.    His  Honour  said  that  he  was  aware  that 


that  was  the  limit  of  age  at  home.  Whether 
the  authorities  in  drawing  up  the  Order  in 
Council  supposed  that  all  foreigners  who  came 
out  here  made  fortunes  and  went  home  before 
they  readied  the  age  of  60  years;  or  whether 
they  imagined  that  the  older  men  got  the  wiser 
they  became  and  therefore  the  more  useful  for 
serving  upon  juries,  he  could  not  tell;  at  any 
rate  no  limit  was  fixed.  A  similar  appli- 
cation for  exemption  was  made  to  him  in 
China,  and  he  had  disallowed  it.  He  had 
observed,  however,  that  since  then  an  applica- 
tion on  the  ground  of  age  had  been  allowed 
over  there.  It  was  desirable  that  the  practise 
of  the  two  Courts  should  be  alike,  and  therefore 
although  he  did  not  see  that  Mr.  Bourne  was 
entitled  to  exemption,  he  would  hear  his  claim  ; 
but  it  was  distinctly  by  reason  of  the  precedent 
set  in  China.  Mr.  Bourne  then  testified  on  oath 
as  to  his  age,  and  His  Honour  said  : — "  I  will 
follow  the  precedent  set  in  China  and  exempt 
you,  biU  it  is  only  on  the  score  of  the  case  that 
was  so  dealt  with  there."  The  applicant  thanked 
his  Honour,  and  the  new  jury  list  was  signed. 


the  g.  o.  M. 
These  lines  are  delicious — we  take  them  from 
the  Spectator : — 

THE   HAWAKDEN  HORACE. 

I.,  xxxviii. 
Ad  Cyrillum  Flosculum. 
Persicos  odi,  puer,  apparatus.     Oriental  flowers,  my  Cyril, 
Displicent  nexae  philyra  (Save  of  language;,  I  detest: 

coronae  ;  Cull  for  me  no  costly  orchid 

Mitte  sectari,  rosa  quo  locorum    To  adorn  my  blamelessbreast. 
Sera  moretur.  Nor  essay  to  deck  my  raiment 

With  the  blushing  English 
rose, 

For  its  brutal  Saxon  odour 
Aggravates  my  Scottish  nose. 
Simplici  myrto  nihil  allabores     Me  as  Minister  the  fragrance 
Sedulus  euro  :  neque  te  minis-     Of  the  leek  doth  most  arride, 
trum  With  the  shamrock  and  the 

Dedecet  myrtus,  neque  me  sub  thistle 
arcta  In  a  triple  posy  tied  : 

Vite  bibentem.                   So,  beneath  my  grand  umbrella 
Firmly  fixed  on  College  Green, 
Let  us  deviate  from  duty 
In  a  deluge  of  poteen. 
  C.  L.  G. 

THE   JAPAN  SOCIETY  AND  THE  CH1SHIMA- 
RAVENNA  AFFAIR. 

Vernacular  newspapers  report,  on  the  authority 
of  alleged  telegraphic  intelligence  from  Eng- 
land, that  the  issues  involved  in  the  Chishima- 
Ravenna  law-suit  at  its  present  stage,  especially 
the  question  of  the  status  of  the  Inland  Sea,  are 
receiving  much  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
Japan  Society,  and  that,  through  the  exertions 
of  the  Society,  the  English  public  is  becoming 
keenly  interested  in  the  matter.  The  lady 
members  of  the  Society,  it  is  added,  are  con- 
spicuously active  in  espousing  Japan's  cause. 
That  is  very  pretty  and  very  graceful  on  the 
part  of  the  lady  members,  but  unfortunately 
there  are  no  lady  members. 

WHOLESALE  DISTRAINT. 

A  hundred  and  ninety  householders  of  Nango 
Division  in  Shizuoka  Prefecture  have  been  offi- 
cially distrained  for  payment  of  local  taxes. 
There  is  no  question  of  their  ability  to  pay  ; 
it  is  all  a  matter  of  reluctance  engendered 
by  discontent.  A  recent  change  of  Divisional 
boundaries  displeased  the  inhabitants,  and 
they  declined  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  tax- 
collector  since  that  would  have  been  to  endorse, 
by  implication,  the  act  of  the  Authorities.  The 
latter,  of  course,  declined  to  be  thus  turned 
from  their  purpose,  and  an  execution  was  finally 
put  into  the  hundred  and  ninety  houses  form- 
ing the  Division.  Appeal  has  been  made  by 
the  aggrieved  folks  to  the  Home  Minister. 

OSAKA  WATBRWORKS. 

Tenders  have  been  invited  both  from  Japanese 
and  foreign  firms  for  pipes  for  the  Osaka  Water- 
works, the  authorities  having  issued  specifica- 
tions for  cast-iron  pipes  of  3^,  5,  6,  and  12 
inches  diameter,  amounting  in  the  total  to 
3,558.72  tons.  The  tenders  have  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Osaka  City  Council  by  the  2 1st  inst. 


JAPANESE  COAL  IN  INDIA. 

The  following  extract  from  an  Indian  ex- 
change has  great  interest  for  Japanese  coal- 
mine owners: — "Japanese  coal  is  beginning 
to  attract  considerable  attention.  A  recent  ship- 
ment received  in  Bombay  has  been  tried  and 
is  very  well  spoken  of,  and  it  is  announced 


that  telegraphic  instructions  have  been  received 
for  its  shipment  to  England.  This  is  literally 
taking  coals  to  Newcasile  !  The  Japanese  coal 
is  nearly  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  Welsh  coal 
landed  at  Bombay,  and  its  consumption  only 
8f  per  cent,  higher,  so  that,  if  it  keeps  up  its 
quality,  it  should  have  a  future  before  it  in  these 
days  of  strikes." 

MR.  J.   N.  TATA. 

The  other  evening,  says  a  London  paper,  a 
farewell  dinner  was  given  at  the  Reform  Club 
to  Mr.  J.  N.  Tata,  of  Bombay,  the  prime  mover 
and  organiser  of  the  new  line  of  steamers  be- 
tween India,  China,  and  Japan.  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Lyon  (Mr.  Tata's  representative  here)  presided, 
and  among  those  present  were  Lord  Reay,  Sir 
Wm.  Wedderburn,  M.P.,  N.  N.  Bhournuggree, 
C.S.I.,  Mr.  Alderman  W.  Vaughan  Morgan, 
Mr.  N.  G.  Soper,  J. P.,  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson,  of 
Bombay,  Mr.  George  Jameson,  of  Colombo, 
Mr.  A.  Lyon  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Walker  (of  J.  Lyon 
&  Co.),  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Turner  (of  Weddel, 
Turner  &  Co.). 

THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

The  latest  story  about  the  Bank  of  England, 
says  a  home  paper,  is  that  its  authorities  con- 
template the  employment  of  female  clerks — 
"Young  Ladies  of  Threadneedle-street,"  as  the 
obvious  joke  goes.  The  experiment  appears  to 
be  well  worth  trying.  The  young  ladies  could 
probably  do  the  work  as  well  as  their  brothers, 
and  they  would  not  be  subjected  to  the  tempta- 
tion, which  has  proved  so  fatal  in  the  Post 
Office,  of  being  impertinent  to  the  public.  In 
any  case,  they  could  hardly  think  more  of  their 
position,  or  express  the  opinion  more  clearly, 
than  does  the  average  male  clerk  of  the  Bank. 

THE  PACIFIC  MAIL. 

The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  has 
withdrawn  the  steamer  San  Bias  from  its  way- 
port  run  between  Acapulco,  Mexico,  and 
Panama,  says  a  San  Francisco  journal,  and  the 
steamer  City  of  Sydney  will  not  return  to  the 
Panama  route  but  will  probably  be  used  as  a 
substitute  for  the  lost  City  of  New  York 
between  San  Francisco  and  China.  The  San 
Bias  will  be  put  on  the  through  run  to  Panama. 
Captain  Seabury  will  probably  take  charge  of 
the  Sydney,  should  she  be  sent  to  the  Orient. 
The  vessel  is  a  sister  ship  to  the  wrecked  City 
of  New  Fork. 

THE   UNDER-SECRETARY  OF  STATE  IN  ITALY. 

The  telegraph  says  that  Count  Antonelli  has 
been  appointed  Under-Secretary  of  State  in 
Italy.  The  Count  is  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated 
Cardinal.  He  enjoys  a  high  reputation  in  his 
own  country,  and  owes  much  popularity  to  the 
fact  that  his  counsels  and  exertions  are  credited 
with  having  given  the  initiative  to  the  movement 
which  won  for  Italy  her  Red  Sea  settlements. 

THE  YOKOHAMA  WATERWORKS. 

There  appears  to  be  some  discontent  among 
the  Japanese  residents  of  Yokohama  about  the 
management  of  the  Waterworks.  We  read  in 
the  Fomiur:  Shimbttn  that  127  of  them  have 
presented  a  document  containing  twenty  ques- 
tions to  Mr.  Watanabe,  President  of  the  Town 
Assembly. 

NAVAL  ORGANIZATION. 

The  Kokkai  says  that  a  Naval  Squadron,  which 
has  hitherto  consisted  of  six  ships  only,  will 
henceforth  contain  eight,  two  of  which  are  to 
be  reserve  vessels,  their  special  duty  being  to 
protect  Japanese  life  and  property  in  the  districts 
where  the  squadron  of  which  they  form  a  part 
is  stationed. 

VISCOUNT  KAWASE. 

Viscount  Kawase,  Japanese  Minister  to  Eng- 
land, arrived  at  Shimbashi  at  10. 10  a.m.  on  the 
4th  inst.  Count  Inouye,  Home  Minister,  and 
the  officials  of  the  Foreign  Office,  were  at  the 
station  to  receive  him. 


SANITARY  BUREAU. 

Mr.  Takata  Zenkichi,  Secretary  of  Hiroshima 
Ken,  is  gazetted  Chief  Commissioner  of  the 
Sanitary  Bureau  in  the  Home  Office,  his  former 
position  being  taken  by  Mr.  Seki  Shingo,  ex- 
Secretary  of  Niigata  Ken. 
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J//.SM  I'PR EHENSIONS. 
— ♦ — 

IT  is  in  the  interests  of  the  public  that 
li  e  truth  should  be  known  about  Japan- 
ese jurisdiction  and  what  submission  to  it 
involves.  That  conviction  induces  us  to 
notice  some  very  misleading  statements 
contained  in  the  Japan  Gazette  of  the  1st 
instant.  The  public  is  informed  by  that 
journal  that  if  foreigners  were  placed 
under  Japanese  jurisdiction,  "policemen 
would  be  able  to  enter  houses  without  a 
warrant."  The  statement  is  baseless.  A 
policeman  in  Japan  may  not  enter  any 
private  house  without  a  warrant,  or  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  householder.  In 
that  respect  Japan  is  on  precisely  the 
same  footing  as  England  or  France.  The 
XXVth  Article  of  the  Japanese  Constitution 
says  : — "Except  in  the  cases  provided  for 
in  the  law,  the  house  of  no  Japanese  sub- 
ject shall  be  entered  or  searched  without 
his  consent."  This  Article  secures  for 
Japanese  subjects  just  the  same  inviola- 
bility of  domicile  as  British  subjects  enjoy, 
and  the  provision  is  strictly  observed  in 
practice. 

The  Japan  Gazette  next  writes: — "Men 
could  be  cast  into  prison  on  suspicion  and 
only  liberated  when  the  Authorities  chose 
to  consider  their  innocence  established." 
This  assertion  is  scarcely  less  incorrect 
than  the  former.  The  XXIIIrd  Article 
of  the  Constitution  says  : — "  No  Japa- 
nese subject  shall  be  arrested,  detained, 
tried,  or  punished,  unless  according  to 
law."  The  Constitution,  therefore,  pro- 
vides explicity  against  the  very  abuse 
which  the  Japan  Gazette  describes  as  one 
of  the  features  of  Japanese  jurisdiction. 
It  is  true  that  political  exigencies  have 
necessitated  the  issue  of  a  law  called  the 
"  Peace  Preservation  Regulations."  Un- 
der the  provisions  of  these  Regulations 
political  agitators  in  Japan  may  be  treated 
as  political  agitators  were  treated  in  Ireland 
by  the  British  Government  a  few  years 
ago.  But  we  do  not  imagine  that  any 
journalist  could  be  sufficiently  disingenu- 
ous(  to  pretend  that  a  piece  of  exceptional 
and  temporary  legislation  applicable  only 
to  political  agitators,  can  be  construed  as 
typical  of  the  administrative  system  of  a 
country  whose  Constitution  contains  the 
Article  quoted  above. 

The  Japan  Gazette 's  third  misconception 
is  this  : — "  Police  censors  would  be  able 
to  enter  a  foreign  newspaper  office  and 
suspend  it  and  send  the  editor  and  pub- 
lisher to  jail  without  trial.  By  Article 
XIX.  of  the  Newspaper  Regulations  a 
newspaper  can  be  suspended  and  no  rea- 
sons given  except  that  the  authorities 
consider  it  prejudicial  to  good  order,  and 
the  editor  be  sentenced  to  various  terms 
of  imprisonment,  the  so-called  'facts'  of 
the  public  procurator  over-riding  all  ob- 
jections of  the  unfortunate  editor,  especi- 
ally under  Art.  XXXII.,  by  which  the 
police  can  construe  almost  any  criticism 
into  a  crime."     Here  again  we  have  an 


entirely  baseless  assertion,  except  in  so  fat- 
as  concerns  the  SUSpensrOll  of  a  newspaper. 
Suspension  is  the  only  penalty  that  can  be 
inflicted  on  a  Japanese  newspaper  without 
due  recourse  to  the  Courts  of  Law  and  to 
public  trial.  The  Minister  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs  has  power  to  order  the  suspension 
of  a  journal,  merely  on  the  ground  that  he 
considers  its  writing  prejudicial  to  public 
peace  and  good  order.  But  neither  lie 
nor  the  police  have  power  to  impose  a 
tine  of  so  much  as  a  sen  on  a  journalist, 
or  to  sentence  him  to  even  a  minute's 
imprisonment.  If  his  offence  be  deemed 
worthy  of  criminal  punishment,  worthy  of 
fine  or  imprisonment,  he  must  be  arraign- 
ed before  a  judicial  tribunal,  like  any 
other  offender  against  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  he  can  then  be  defended  by  counsel 
and  can  plead  his  cause,  in  accordance, 
with  the  XXIVth  Article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  says: — "No  Japanese  subject 
shall  be  deprived  of  his  right  of  being 
tried  by  the  judges  determined  by  law." 
If  these  fundamental  principles  of  Japanese 
Jurisdiction  were  unknown  to  the  Japan 
Gazette  when  it  undertook  to  tabulate 
the  "  grievances  under  which  foreigners 
would  labour"  were  they  subjected  to  that 
Jurisdiction, surely  our  contemporary  might 
have  recalled  some  of  the  cases  recorded 
since  1887 — the  date  of  the  promulgation 
of  the  revised  Press  Regulations — where 
Japanese  editors  and  publishers  of  news- 
papers were  cited  before  Courts  of  Law 
by  a  Public  Procurator  for  alleged  offences 
punishable  under  the  Regulations  by  fine 
or  imprisonment.  Why  should  a  Public 
Procurator  go  to  the  trouble  of  appealing 
to  a  Law  Court  if  the  police  possessed 
power  "  to  send  an  editor  and  publisher 
o  jail  without  trial  "  ?  And  if  neither 
those  reminiscences  or  this  inference  oc- 
curred to  the  Japan  Gazette,  is  it  too 
much  to  expect  that  our  contemporary 
might  have  remembered  instances  where  it 
has  itself  pronounced  editorial  approval  of 
Law  Courts  for  refusing  to  sentence  either 
to  fine  or  to  imprisonment  editors  and 
publishers  arraigned  by  the  police?  If 
the  police  possessed  power  "  to  send  an 
editor  and  publisher  to  jail  without  trial," 
how  did  it  happen  that  in  these  instances, 
which  evoked  the  Japan  Gazette's  ap- 
plause, that  power  could  not  be  exercised 
without  the  preliminary  of  a  trial  at  law, 
and  how  did  it  happen  that  the  accused 
journalists  escapedall  punishment  because, 
after  trial,  the  Law  Courts  declined  to 
condemn  them  ?  The  public  is  certainly 
justified  in  expecting  a  little  more  accu- 
racy both  of  knowledge  and  memory  than 
our  contemporary  displays  in  this  matter. 

Our  purpose  in  making  the  above  cor- 
rections is  not  in  any  sense  controversial. 
We  simply  desire  that  the  public  should 
not  be  misled  about  a  subject  of  vital  in- 
terest. But  we  may  note,  en  passant,  that 
of  the  four  cardinal  objections  to  Japanese 
jurisdiction  presenting  themselves  to  the 
Japan  Gazette,  the  above,  which  we  have 


shown  tobe  explicitly  contrary  to  tin;  letter 
of  the  law  and  opposed  to  recorded  facts, 
consti lute  three.  The  fourth  is  this  :  —  "  Wo- 
men would  be  mere  chattels,  to  be  di- 
vorced for  offending  the  husbands'  parents, 
for  incompatibility,  and  for  several  other 
trivial  causes."  Now,  supposing  this  version 
of  the  Japanese  law  of  divorce  to  be  correct 
— which  it  is  not — supposing  it  to  be  cor- 
rect, however,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 
contention  that  foreigners  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  Japanese  jurisdiction  lest  they 
might  be  tempted  to  treat  their  wives  with 
unfaithfulness?  Such  an  argument  involves 
the  confession  that  we  do  not  divorce  our 
wives  now  simply  because  a  legal  pretext 
for  doing  so  is  difficult  to  discover,  but 
that  if  only  thelaw  were  more  complacent, 
the  poor  dames  would  be  sent  packing 
instanter.  Surely  that  is  not  the  true  mea- 
sure of  our  conjugal  morality,  yet  among 
the  Japan  Gazette's  "  grievances  under 
which  foreigners  would  labour,"  it  is  the 
only  one  that  possesses  even  a  shadow 
of  substantiality.  Usually  we  have  been 
warned  against  Japanese  Jurisdiction  be- 
cause of  the  restraints  -it  would  impose, 
by  pothetically,  upon  our  personal  freedom, 
but  we  are  now  warned  against  it  because 
of  the  license  into  which  we  should  be 
betrayed  by  its  laxity.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
however,  the  sum  total  of  the  case  is  this, 
that  four  reasons  are  adduced  by  the 
Japan  Gazette  as  cardinal  objections  to 
Japanese  jurisdiction  ;  that  of  the  four  three 
are  proved  to  be  wholly  chimerical,  and 
that  the  fourth  has  no  value  except  on  the 
supposition  that  the  law  alone  keeps  fo- 
reigners faithful  to  their  wives. 


A  HISTORY  WHICH  VAINLY 

REPEA  TS  ITSELF. 
 ■ 

WE  observe  that  Mr.  THOMAS  R.  VAN 
BUREN,  formerly  well-known  in 
Yokohama  as  the  son  of  Consul-General 
VAN  BUREN,  is  taking  a  leading  part  in 
the  latest  movement  of  New  York  citizens 
against  the  notorious  Tammany  organi- 
zation. He  presided  at  the  first  great 
mass-meeting  in  which  the  order  of  battle 
was  promulgated,  and  made  a  resolute 
and  courageous  address,  pledging  himself 
unequivocally  to  the  cause  of  honest  go- 
vernment in  the  American  metropolis. 
Mr.  VAN  BUREN  is  remembered  as  a 
sturdy  fighter  in  the  field  of  athletic 
sportsmanship,  and  his  right  arm  could 
always  be  trusted  to  do  good  service  in 
base-ball  contests.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
he  will  not  be  found  wanting  in  the  more 
serious  campaign  to  which  he  has  now 
devoted  himself.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  however,  that  he  has  enlisted  in  a 
warfare  which  has  always  proved  disas- 
trous, in  the  end,  to  the  side  of  honesty, 
morality,  and  public  decency.  Over  and 
again  the  citizens  of  New  York  have 
risen  in  wrath  and  might  with  the  de- 
clared purpose  of  overthrowing  the  poli- 
tical monstrosity  known   as  Tammany, 
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which  has  for  fifty  years  controlled  the 
administration  of  the  city  and  a  large  part 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  on  every 
occasion,   although  temporary  successes 
have  been   won,  the  power  built  up  by 
corruption  and    terrorism  has  ultimately 
conquered.    Men  may  come  and  men  may 
go,  but  Tammany,  serene  and  confident 
in  its  sway   over  the  basest  and  most 
ignoble  qualities  of  human  nature,  goes 
on  forever.     Repeated  exposures  of  its 
crimes  count  for  nothing.    The  discovery, 
twenty-five  years  ago,  that  TWEED  and  his 
fellow-bandits  had  robbed  the  community 
of  fifty  millions  or  more,  and  the  incarcer- 
ation of  the  principal  malefactor  in  a  state 
prison,  had  scarcely  a  perceptible  effect  in 
checking  the  triumphant  course  of  the  in- 
iquitous system.    Tweed  est  mort,  vive 
KELLY,  was  the  cry  ;  and   when  KELLY 
died,  the  succession  fell  to  DlCK  CROKER 
who  now  sits  enthroned  in  the  Fourteenth 
street  palace,  dispensing  the  bounty  stolen 
from  the  municipal  treasury,   ruling  the 
great  body  of  public  officials  with  a  brazen 
sceptre,  and   scoffing  at   the  occasional 
struggles  of  his  victims  to  free  themselves 
from   the  yoke  which  he  and   his  part 
ners  have  fastened  upon  them.    It  is  a 
pitiable  spectacle  ;— the  entire  populace 
of  one   of  the   first  cities   of  the  world 
held  in   political  bondage  by  a  gang  of 
lawless  adventurers  who  govern  neither 
by  intellect  nor  integrity,  but  merely  by  a 
species  of  brute  force,  and  with  the  rapa 
city  of  the  tiger  which  is  the  emblem  of 
their  organization.    What  will  be  the  out 
come  cf  the  uprising  in  which  Mr.  VAN 
BUREN  appears  as  a  standard-bearer,  no 
one  can  foretell,  though  the  experience  of 
the  past  warrants  but  few  hopes  of  a  per 
manent  amendment.    Tammany  is  there 
and  it  means  to  stay.    It  is  in  earnest 
and  holds  to  its  purposes  with  a  tenacity 
which    nothing,    thus    far,    has  shaken 
whereas  its  assailants,  though  fully  cap 
able  of  defeating  it  in  open  conflict^seem 
unequal    to    the    task    of    securing  the 
legitimate  fruits  of  victory.    After  each 
engagement  they  throw  down  their  arms 
abandon  the  strongholds  they  have  cap 
tured,  and  leave  the  way  absolutely  clear 
for  the  return  of  the  army  of  plunder  and 
pillage,  and  the  restoration  of  its  chiefs  to 
almost  unlimited  power.    It  may  be  that 
this  present  onslaught  is  inspired  by  a 
more  lasting  determination,  and  that  some- 
thing better  may  come  of  it  than  the  ridi 
culous  non  sequiturs  of  previous  years  ;  but 
outside  observers  may  be  pardoned  for  re 
maining  incredulous  until  some  stable  and 
enduring  reform  shall  have  been  achieved 


He  (humbly,  after  bemtf  accepted)  :—  I  know 
I  am  not  worthy  of  yon  !  Tell  me,  my  beautiful 
da.  ling,  what  you  saw  in  such  a  plain  sort  o  teJ- 

fow  l0_         Do  you  know,  I  was  dreadfully  afiatd 

you  were  Boing  to  refuse  me1."  She:  "I  did  in- 
tend to— but  you  know  my  weakness..  1  nevei 
could  lesist  a  bargain,  and  when  ym>  proposed 
you  did  look  so  awfully  cheap  !  How  could  I  let 
you  go  ? 


THE  PARIS  AND  THE  COLUMBIAN 
EXPOSITIONS 


/^OMPARISONSbetween  the  Parisand 
the  Columbian  Expositions  are  now 
the  order  of  the  day.     It  seems  that  the 
average  Chicagoan  is  unwilling  to  admit 
that  there  can  be  any  doubt  as  to  the 
overwhelming  lead  of  the   Chicago  Fair 
at   all   points  ;  that   is  a  state  of  mind 
rendering  it  difficult  to  argue  with  him  on 
any   topic  where  opinions  have  room  to 
differ.    But  the  figures  of  attendance  are 
plain  and  palpable  data,  and  it  is  on  just 
this  one   point  that  the  expectations  of 
the  Chicagoans  seemed  destined  to  at  least 
a  partial  disappointment.     It  will  be  worth 
while  to  notice  the  relative  standing  of 
the   two    Expositions    in    the   matter  of 
attendance.    Accurate  statistical  informa 
tion  upon   the  attendance  at   the  Paris 
Exposition   of   1889   (the   only   one  that 
rivals  the  Columbian)  has  been  obtainable 
only  recently  in  the  shape  of  an  official 
report  issued  by  M.  ALFRED  PlCARD,  on 
behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  In 
dustries.  The  figuresof  the  Chicago  attend- 
ance have  been  published  from  day  to  daj 
To  begin  with,  the  Paris  enterprise,  in 
the  figures  of   total   paid  attendance,  is 
apparently  hopelessly  ahead  of  the  Chi 
cago  undertaking.    The  former  foots  up 
28,149,353;  the  latter,  only  21,477,212.  On 
the  face  of  the  returns  a  lead  is  shown 
of  6,672,141.    But  this  is  one  of  the  cases 
where  figures  undoubtedly  do  lie.  For 
purposes  of  demonstration  it  is  necessary 
to  explain  the  financial  arrangements  at 
the  two  places ;  for  they  differed  assentially 
in  two  features. 

In  Chicago,  first,  one  ticket  represented 
one   visitor,  that  is,   no  more   than  one 
ticket  was  required  for  admission  at  any 
time  during  the  Fair;  second,  the  tickets 
were  sold  directly  to  the  visitors  by  Ex 
position  officials  and  (until  the  last  few 
weeks)  a  ticket  was  good   only  on  the 
day  of  purchase.    In  Paris,  however,  all 
this  was  different.    The  directorate,  long 
before   the    opening,    issued   bonds  with 
in  all)  30,000,000  tickets  attached,  thus 
practically  placing  the  whole  number  at 
once  upon  the  market.    The  tickets  were 
then  peddled  out  in  various  ways  by  the 
first  investors,  the   nominal   price  being 
one  franc,  but  the  market  price  ruling  from 
nine-tenths  to    three-tenths   of    a  franc 
Thus,  the  money  for  the  whole  number 
was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Exposition 
authorities  before  the  day  of  opening.  The 
authorities,   however,    had    reserved  the 
right  to  determine,  within  certain  limits, 
the  number  of  single  tickets  required  for 
the  admission  of  a  single  visitor.  Thus, 
on  ordinary  days,  one  ticket  only  was  re- 
quited  from   each    person   for  admission 
between    10  a.m.   and   6   p.m.,    but  two 
tickets  between  8  and  10  a.m.,  and  two 
tickets  after  6  p.m.    On  the  opening  day 
three  tickets  were  required  between  8  and 
6  o'clock,  and  five  tickets  after  6  o'clock. 


On  special  festal  days,  in  particular  after 
6  p.m.,  five  tickets  were  required  ;  and  on 
the  day  when  the  Shah  of  PERSIA  and  the 
diplomatic  corps  attended  one  had  to  give 
ten  tickets  after  6  p.m.    The  problem  is, 
then,  to  find  the  total  number  of  actual 
paying  visitors.   That,  however,  is  what  no 
record  shows  with  exactness.    To  begin 
with,  the  total  number  of  admissions  upon 
single  tickets  was  22,576,878.     To  this 
must  be  added  one  half  of  1,742,130 — the 
number  of  tickets  taken  when  two  for  one 
person  were  required — or  871,065.  Finally 
out  of  the  3,439,926  tickets  taken  when 
three,  five,  or  ten  were  required  for  one 
visitor,  an  average  must  be  struck  ;  and  if 
we  take  four  as  a  fair  divisor,  we  have 
827,491   persons   represented.     The  re- 
maining 400,000  odd  out  of  the  280,000,000 
went  to  various  classes  of  exhibitors  and 
represented    some    100,000.     Thus  the 
approximate  number  of  persons  paying  for 
admission   was    24,375,434,   or  2,898,222 
more  than  at  Chicago. 

Speculation  as  to  the  allowances  neces- 
sary to  be  made  on  either  side  in  order  to 
determine  on  the  whole  which  is  the  great- 
er achievement,  is  hardly  useful  ;  because 
there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  both 
sides.  The  Chicago  Exposition  had  against 
it,  as  its  journals  are  never  tired  of  repeat- 
ing, the  unprecedented  financial  distress 
prevailing  in  the  United  States  ;  the  short- 
sighted and  unpardonable  niggardliness  of 
the  railroads  in  refusing  substantial  reduc- 
tions of  rates  ;  the  persistant  indifference 
and  even  misrepresentation  of  the  press  of 
the   Atlantic  States;  and  the  untoward 
weather  of  May  and  June.     But  the  Paris 
Exposition  had  equal  drawbacks,  not  least 
of  which  was  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the 
European   population  has  no  money  to 
spend  on  Expositions  and  is  by  no  means 
so  ready  as  are  Americans  to  pack  up  and 
travel  to  a  distant  metropolis.    The  suffi- 
cient fact  is  that  more  people  paid  to  see  the 
Paris  Exposition  than  the  one  at  Chicago. 

This  allowance,  however,  must  in  fair- 
ness be  made.  The  Chicago  management 
was  much  more  liberal  in  giving  out  passes 
to  exhibitors  than  was  the  Paris  manage- 
ment. At  Paris,  for  instance,  only  exhibi- 
tors themselves  were  allowed  passes  ;  but 
at  Chicago  all  the  regular  assistants  of 
exhibitors  were  allowed  to  enter  free  on 
passes.  The  total  number  of  free  admis- 
sions at  Paris  we  do  not  know  :  at  Chicago 
it  was  6,052,188.  This  would  seem  to 
leave  a  margin  of  from  one  to  two  millions 
in  favour  of  Chicago,  to  be  deducted  from 
Paris'  excess  of  paid  admissions,  to  make  a 
fair  comparison.  ,  Perhaps  we  may  say 
that  this  reduces  the  fair  actual  excess  of 
the  Paris  paid  attendance  to  between  one 
and  two  millions. 

Taking  the  attendance  by  months  (that 
of  Paris  approximated)  the  singularity  ap- 
pears that  in  Chicago,  as  at  Philadelphia, 
the  attendance  by  slow  gradations  reach- 
ed its  maximum  in  the  closing  month  ; 
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while  at  Paris  the  attendance  fell  off  to- 
wards the  close.     Thus  : — 

I'AKIS.  CIIICAOO, 

May  2,208,045  (25  days). .1,050,037 

June  3,786,529  2,675,1 13 

July   4,037,669  2,760,263 

August   4,520,619  3.|ISi593 

September   4,843.839  4,058,902 

October   4,571,029 

November   1,421,879  (6  days) 

One  reason  for  this  was  the  reduction  of 
fares  by  the  railroads  towards  the  end  of 
the  season  ;  another  was  perhaps  the  re- 
putation of  Chicago  for  hot  weather  in 
summer,  a  reputation  which  it  certainly 
does  not  deserve. 

But  one  of  the  most  interesting  indica- 
tions of  the  figures  is  that  it  was  the  Con- 
tinental Sunday  that  placed  the  total  Paris 
record  in  advance  of  the  Chicago  record. 
One  may  say  that  but  for  the  Sunday  of 
the  Puritans  the  Paris  figures  would  have 
been  exceeded.  It  is  of  course  not  at  all  a 
matter  of  the  restraint  of  the  law,  for  even 
after  the  injunction  was  issued  (in  August) 
for  keeping  open  the  grounds  on  Sunday, 
the  attendance  was  only  meagre.  Each 
month  has  the  same  showing,  but  that  of 
September  will  suffice  as  a  type  : — 


PARIS. 

CHICAGO. 

Sept.  I 

...233,702  (Sunday) 

..126,778 

Sept.  2 

•••153.324   

..148,560 

Sept.  3 

..  25,950  (Sunday). 

Sept.  4 

,  160,382 

Sept.  5 

•••I35.09»   

..144,706 

Sept.  6 

...144,730   

.•175.409 

Sept.  7 

•  •••37.873   

,  ,203,460 

Sept.  8 

...307, 106  (Sunday) 

..180,746 

Sept.  9 

.231,522 

Sept.  IO 

••.■76.44I   

..  36,038  (Sunday). 

Sept.  1 1 

,,  160,128 

Sept.  12 

167,108 

Sept.  13 

.••138.743   

.,162,291 

Sept.  14 

,,196,700 

Sept.  15 

..  269,327  (Sunday) 

•••57.737 

Sept.  16 

..202,376 

Sept,  17 

..  41,245  (Sunday). 

Sept.  18 

...143.788   

..152,586 

Sept.  19 

-135.323   

..174,905 

Sept.  20 

•  •180,587 

Sept.  21 

•••  97.916   

..199,174 

Sept.  22 

...187,815  (Sunday) 

••170,559 

Sept.  23 

•••138.657   

,.215,643 

Sept.  24 

•••133.177   

..  36,415  (Sunday), 

Sept.  25 

180,967 

Sept.  26 

...143. H6   

,,195,210 

Sept.  27 

...128,683   

..196,423 

Sept.  28 

...108,366   

-175.931 

Sept.  29 

•••3°7.5I5  (Sunday) 

..151. 513 

Sept.  30 

■  ••07,853 

The 

total  attendance 

on  the  five  Paris 

Sunday 

s  footed  up  nearly 

1,300,000  ;  while 

the  foui 

Chicago  Sundays  brought  scarcely 

140,000.  A  similar  proportion  holds  for 
the  other  months.    The  lack  of  attendance, 


to  be  sure,  is  not  to  be  attributed  entirely, 
or  even  in  great  part,  to  greater  strict- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  community  in 
observing  Sunday  by  fasting  from  the  Ex- 
position ;  but  to  the  genuine  Yankee  thrift 
which  wants  to  get  its  full  half-dollar's 
worth  of  enjoyment  when  it  does  go  ;  for 
the  majority  of  the  exhibitors  covered 
their  exhibits  on  Sunday  and  110  machi- 
nery was  going,  so  that  the  general  feel- 
ing was  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  pay 
full  price  to  see  a  fraction  of  the  show. 
Moreover,  the  exhibitors  closed  their  ex- 
hibits chiefly  because  of  the  extra  expense 
required  to  keep  them  open  for  an  extra 
day.  However  it  may  be,  the  excess  of  the 
Paris  attendance  is  more  than  made  up  by 
its  high  figures  of  Sunday  admissions. 


But  in  the  records  of  tingle  days  Chi- 
cago has  attained  its  ambition  ;  it  can 
boast  one  day  on  which  the  attendance  was 
nearly  twice  as  great  as  on  any  single  dayat 
Paris.  The  highest  attendance  in  Paris  WAS 
387,877, October  13th, and  the  next  highest 
370,354,  the  closing  day.  At  Chicago  the 
highest  figure  was  that  of  Chicago  Day 
(Oct.  9th),  716,881. 

This  is  the  one  bright  jewel  of  glory 
which  the  Chicago  editors  are  able  to  claim 
on  the  score  of  attendance;  for  both  in 
days  of  over  200,000  attendance  (29),  and 
in  days  of  over  300,000  attendance  (7), 
Paris  makes  the  better  score,  leaving  Chi- 
cago behind  with  25  and  4  respectively. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  occasions 
which  at  Chicago  brought  forth  the  greatest 
attendances.  The  highwater  mark  was 
reached  on  October  9th,  "  Chicago  Day," 
when  Chicago  rose  and  went  en  masse  to 
the  Fair,  when  local  patriotism  grew  hoarse 
and  weak  with  joy,  when  the  country 
towns  for  100  miles  out  of  Chicago  were 
nearly  denuded  of  their  inhabitants  by  the 
metropolitan  festival,  when  the  650  acres 
of  the  Exposition  were  so  crowded  with 
humanity  that  personal  volition  for  pur- 
poses of  locomotion  was  absolutely  in- 
capable and  ineffective.  The  overflow  of 
the  country  Reubeus  and  Rachels  was  so 
great  that  the  next  two  days  were  two  of  the 
largest  on  record  over  300,000  each.  Then 
came  the  Fourth  of  July,  in  order  of  atten- 
dance, with  283,000,  celebrated  as  "  United 
States  Day."  "Manhattan  Day "  (New 
York),  "Illinois  Day,"  "  California  Day," 
"Polish  Day,"  "Iowa  Day,"  "Indiana 
Day,"  "Odd  Fellows'  Day,"  "British 
Day,"  "Cymrodorian  Day"  (Wales), 
"German  Day," — all  these  celebrations 
attracted  special  crowds  and  give  the  dis- 
tant reader  some  idea  of  the  influences  and 
ideas  that  predominated  among  the  multi- 
tudes thronging  the  city  this  summer. 


THE  SU.VG-PU  MASSACRE. 
 ♦  

THE  despatches  that  passed  between 
the  Doyen  of  the  Corps  Diplomatique 
in  Peking  and  the  Tsung-li  Yamen  up  to 
the  7th  of  September  are  now  published. 
From  them  we  learn  that  this  lamentable 
affair  is  by  no  means  settled.  The  Swe- 
dish Consul-General,  negotiating  directly 
with  the  Viceroy  CHANG  CHIH-TUNG,  came 
to  an  agreement  that  an  indemnity  should 
be  paid  to  the  relatives  of  the  murdered 
men,  that  the  ringleaders  of  their  assail- 
ants should  be  duly  punished,  and  that 
after  a  time  the  mission  should  be  re- 
established at  Sung-pu.  We  recapitulate 
these  terms  in  common  justice  to  Mr. 
Consul-General  BOCK.  From  the  first 
that  official,  as  it  seems  to  us,  has  been 
treated  with  great  and  undeserved  harsh- 
ness. Even  after  the  conditions  of  his 
agreement  with  the  Viceroy  CHANG  had 
been  published,  the  foreign  press  of 
Shanghai  persisted  in  declaring  that  he 
had  been  content  with  a  pecuniary  in- 


demnity, and  had  treated  the  capital 
punishment  of  the  murderers  with  virtual 
indifference.  Our  own  information  did 
not  bear  out  that  statement  of  the  case, 
and  in  the  despatches  now  published  we 
find  confirmation  of  our  version,  for  the 
Ministers  of  the  Tsung-li  Yamen,  in  their 
despatch,  state  that  three  of  the  rioters 
have  already  been  arrested,  and  that  vigor- 
ous punishment  will  be  meted  out  to  the 
miscreants.  We  observe,  however,  that 
in  commenting  upon  the  despatches, 
the  newspapers  which  accused  Mr.  BOCK 
of  such  a  serious  dereliction  of  duty 
take  no  notice  of  the  vindication  his 
conduct  indirectly  receives  from  the 
documents.  This  by  the  way,  however. 
The  point  of  vivid  interest  is  that  the 
Foreign  Representatives  have  preferred  a 
charge  of  culpable  negligence,  and  have 
demanded,  and  reiterated  their  demand, 
that  the  negligent  officials  be  "severely 
punished,"  whereas  the  Ministers  of  the 
Yamen  deny  any  official  culpability,  and 
consequently  decline  to  take  any  punitory 
measures.  They  tell  a  curious  story,  do 
these  dispatches.  The  case  for  China,  as 
stated  in  them,  has  much  strength.  We 
read  there  that  the  ill-fated  missionaries, 
despite  repeated  remonstrances  from  the 
local  officials,  insisted  on  going,  for  pur- 
poses of  propagandism,  to  a  district  never 
before  thus  visited,  and  that  when,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  officials,  grave  danger 
threatened,  the  missionaries  nevertheless 
refused  to  remove  temporarily  to  a  posi- 
tion where  effective  protection  could  have 
been  afforded  them.  These  points  have 
already  been  urged  in  extenuation  of  the 
massacre.  But  a  new  contention  appears 
in  the  Yamen  s  despatch.  The  missionaries 
are  there  charged  with  having  engaged  on 
their  own  account  the  services  of  a  guard 
to  protect  them,  and  of  having  used  this 
guard  in  a  manner  proximately  responsible 
for  the  tragedy.  Here  is  the  Yamen's 
verbatim  account  of  what  occurred  : — ■ 

Unexpectedly,  after  tlie  festival  was  over,  on  the 
1st  of  July,  some  villageis  who  were  passing  the 
dooi  of  tlie  house  occupied  by  the  missionaries 
desired  to  enter  and  see  the  place,  when  the  mis- 
sionaries called  theguaid  whom  ihey  had  employ- 
ed, who  seized  four  men,  bound  them  and  took 
them  out  of  tlie  hack  entrance,  and  by  a  round- 
about way  escotted  them  to  the  city.  When  the 
villageis  demanded  their  release,  they  were  not  to 
found  ;  and  this  led  to  the  suspicion  that  they  were 
dead,  which  had  the  effect  of  exciting  the  angiy 
feelings  of  the  people,  who  began  to  shower  stones 
in  a  most  violent  and  determined  manner  at  the 
missionaries,  which  caused  their  death. 

Is  this  true,  or  should  it  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  fabrication?  It  is  quoted  by  the 
Yamen  from  a  telegraphic  communication 
addressed  to  Peking  by  the  Viceroy  CHANG, 
and  is  presumably  entitled  to  credit  on  the 
strength  of  his  imprimatur.  But  the  Fo- 
reign Representatives  evidently  have  little 
faith  in  it,  for  they  reply  thus  : — 

The  statement  that  the  two  foreigners  had 
guai  ds  employed  and  that  these  guards  arrested 
some  villagers  and  the  people  became  incensed 
(hereby  is  one  of  which  we  have  no  infoimation. 
While  we  are  absolutely  ignorant  of  this  alleged 
fact,  it  appeais  to  us  so  exti  aordinai y  and  con- 
trary to  the  attitude  of  these  poor  missoinaries, 
who  allowed  themselves  to  be  slaughtered  without 
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even  attempting  10  defend  themsel ves,  lliat  we 
ca.inol  admit  U«e  existence  and  the  intervention 
o(  these  gua.ds  t.)  whom  the  pove.ly  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries, and  especially  tliei.  pi  maples  forbade 
them  to  have  1  ecourse. 

The   Yamen,    however,    has    its  answer 
ready  : — 

As  to  the  point  concerning  the  employment  of 
gua.ds  by  the  missiona.  ies,  after  the  affair  was 
over  these  men  (the  guards)  came  fo.wa.d  and 
admitted  in  evidence  that  they  we.  e  so  employed  — 
it  was  not  a  fabrication  of  mere  words  without 
pi  oof.  Though  these  missionaries  we.e  poor,  still 
at  the  lime,  they  look  with  them  a  number  of  con- 
ve.lsof  Huangpi,  ill  Hanyang.  And  if  it  happens 
that  missionaries  a.  e  assisted  financially  by  con- 
veits  it  should  not  be  legarded  as  stiange. 

There,  then,  this  incident  rests.  Fo- 
reigners, constitutionally  sceptical  about 
Chinese  statements,  and  correspondingly 
credulous  as  to  Chinese  capacity  for  manu 
facturing  evidence,  will  doubtless  be  dis 
posed  to  deny  that  the  unhappy  mis- 
sionaries ever  employed  any  guards.  One 
thing  is  certain,  namely,  that  if  they  did 
employ  guards,  these  men  disappeared 
effectually  and  unaccountably  at  theprecise 
moment  when  their  services  were  most 
required,  and  left  the  helpless  missionaries 
to  be  battered  to  death  by  a  furious  mob. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  extracts 
that  the  tone  of  the  despatches  is  em- 
phatically acute.  In  truth,  we  do  not 
remember  to  have  ever  read  in  any  diplo- 
matic communication  sterner  language 
than  that  employed  by  the  Foreign  Re- 
presentatives in  their  second  note  to  the 
Yamen.  The  Chinese  Ministers,  in  their  de- 
spatch,  embodied,  and  apparently  endors- 
ed, the  Viceroy  CHANG'S  statement  that 
"  the  missionaries  were  wrong  and  created 
the  trouble,"  and  added  on  their  own 
account  this  verdict:—"  The  action  taken 
by  the  officials  of  Hupeh,  high  and  low,  in 
this  matterhas  been  befitting  and  proper." 
The  Foreign  Representatives  replied  in 
words  which  we  cannot  choose  but  quote 
in  full  :— 


The  liot  which  resulted  in  the  minder  of  the 
two  Swedes  lasted  several  hours.  It  commence! 
in  the  morning  and  terminated  after  two  o'clock. 
Dining  all  this  time  no  hand  was  raised  to  protect 
them.  It  is  a  mailer  of  sin  prise  and  regiel  thai 
ill  view  of  ihe  plain  fads  of  this  revolting  case, 
your  Highness  and  your  Excellencies  permit  your- 
selves to  say  : — "  The  action  taken  by  the  officials 
of  Hupeh,  high  and  low,  in  this  case  has  been 
befitting  and  pi  oper."  If  the  highest  authority  in 
China  can  deliberately  applaud  the  conduct 
officials  who  did  not  raise  a  hand  to  prevent  the 
murder  of  two  foreigners,  then  the  only  hope  of 
protection  remaining  for  the  foreigners,  in  spite 
of  the  Impei  ial  Edicl,  is  to  protect  themselves. 
We  shall  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  inform  our  1  e- 
spective  governments  so.  \Ve  brush  aside  as 
irrelevant  the  various  excuses  brought  forwaid  to 
scieen  guilty  officials. 

We  cannot  admit  that  the  local  niagisli  ate-,  do 
their  whole  duly  when  they  inform  foreigners  lhal 
there  is  danger  in  1  emaining  in  particular  localities, 
and  desiiethem  to  leave  and  goelsewheie.  Theii 
duty  is  to  affoid  protection  when  they  ai  e  able  to 
do  so.  If  they  can  escape  the  peiformance  of  this 
daty  by  simply  advising  foreigners  to  leave,  it  is  to 
be  apprehended  that  few,  if  any,  foieigneis  would 
be  suffered  to  remain  anywhere  outside  the  treaty 
ports. 

The  activity  and  energy  of  the  officials  are  always 
displayed  in  putting  down  any  riots  which  ai  e 
directed  against  the  government,  why  cannot  these 
qualities  be  shown  in  pi  eventing  the  minder  of 
foieigneis  by  mobs?  It  is  difficult  to  avoid  the 
belief  that  these  oft -reaming  riots  are  not  lepie- 
liended  by  the  officials,  but  are,  on  the  other  hand, 
encouraged.  The  energy  and  ability  of  the  Viceroy 
Chang  Chili  lung  are  known  of  all  men,  yet  it  is 
in  the  two  provinces  under  his  control  that  almost 


incessant  attacks  011  foreigners  take  place.  Why 
is  this  ? 

Your  Highness  and  your  Excellencies  say  :— 
Mr  Consul  General  Bock  is  familiar  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  hence  the. e  is  no  need 
to  go  into  any  discussion  about  it  here.  Ihe 
Foreign  Representatives  have  no  desire  to  intrude 
on  the  particular  sphere  of  duty  of  Consul-General 
Bock.  All  men  know  that  the  populace  does  not 
distinguish  between  the  nationalities  of  foreigners. 
Riots  are  never  directed  against  persons  of  one 
nationality  only,  but  they  are  directed  against  all 
foreigners  alike.  Each  case  is  a  precedent  for 
other  disorders.  Unless  prompt  punishment  be 
awarded  to  negligent  officials  the  populace  will 
believe  thai  the  ci  imes  are  encouraged,  or  at  least 
winked  at  by  the  officials. 

We  have  made  representations  to  Your  High- 
ness and  Your  Excellencies  in  this  matter,  because 
we  believe  that  unless  crimes  against  foreigners 
are  punished  when  they  occur,  the.  e  w. II  he  no  ad- 
equate safety  for  foieigneis  in  China.  We  have 
so  acted  in  the  interests  of  China  as  well  as  in  that 
of  our  own  nations. 

The  Foreign  Representatives  renew  their  de 
mand  that  the  officials  who  failed  to  do  their  duly 
at  Sung-pu,  and  the  ringleaders  of  the  mob,  be 
severely  punished. 

After  such  a  despatch,  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  there  will  be  any  "variable- 
ness or  shadow  of  changing"  on  the  part 
of  the   Foreign   Representatives.  They 
mean  to  stand  to  their  guns,  and  since 
their  target  is  the  "  exemplary  punishment 
of  all  the  officials,  high  and  low,  who  failed 
to  obey  the  Imperial  Decree  above  cited, 
and  who  by  their  culpable  negligence  have 
permitted  this  atrocious  crime  to  be  com- 
mitted," a  great  deal  of  shooting  will  be 
eequired  to  reach  it.     The  Chinese  Mini- 
sters, however,  do  not  seem  to  take  the 
matter  very  seriously.    They  quietly  in- 
form the  Foreign  Representatives  that,  "as 
to  the  expression  regarding  the  officials  en 
couraging  the  rioters,  this  would  appear  to 
be  closely  approaching  to  an  unwarranted 
accusation  ;  though  they  leave  themselves 
a  loophole  of  escape  by  asserting— quile 
incorrectly  as  it  seems  to  us — that  they 
did    not    themselves    in    their  despatch 
applaud  the  action  of  the  officials  concern- 
ed, but  only  transmitted  representations 
made  by  the  Viceroy  CHANG.    Of  course, 
if  the  Foreign  Representatives  remain  a 
resolute  unit,  China  must  yield,  and  the 
publication  of  the  correspondence  seems  to 
indicate  that  they  intend  to  be  firm.    It  is 
plainly  a  case  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  the  somewhat  lengthy  reference  we 
have  made  to  it  here. 


M.  WADDINGTON. 


MWADDINGTON,  the  eminent 
•  French  Statesman,  died  at  Paris 
on  the  15th  of  January.  By  his  death  the 
world  has  lost  a  great  man,  a  loss  which  to 
England  is  little  less  than  to  his  own  coun- 
trymen. Scarcely  a  year  has  elapsed  since 
he  resigned  the  Ambassadorship  he  had  con- 
tinuously filled  for  over  ten  years,  remain- 
ing in  England  in  that  capacity  for  a  longer 
period  than  any  of  his  predecessors  since 
the  days  of  the  first  NAPOLEON.  During 
that  period  it  was  his  fortune  to  take  part 
in  the  discussion  of  many  important  ques- 
tions that  arose  between  the  two  countries, 
and  in  each  and  all  of  them  his  action,  so 
far  as  publicly  known,  was  characterized 


by  tact  and  firmness  and  won  invariably 
unstinted  praise  and  admiration  from  the 
London  Press.  His  departure  from  Lon- 
don, universally  regretted,  evoked  every 
possible  public  manifestation  of  esteem 
and  good  wishes  for  the  future,  which  the 
people  of  England  and  their  chosen  repre- 
sentatives invariably  and  ungrudgingly 
bestow  upon  men,  whatever  their  nation- 
ality, whose  merit  and  services  deserve 
such  recognition. 

M.  WADDINGTON  wasborn  in  Parison  the 
nth  of  December,  1826,  and  was  therefore, 
atthetimeofhisdeath,  in  his 68th  year.  His 
grand-father  was  an  English  cotton  manu- 
facture  who  established  a  large  factory 
at  Rouen,  still  in  existence,  and  whose  son 
subsequently  became  a  naturalised  French- 
man.   The  late  Ambassador,  who  followed 
his  father's  adopted  nationality,  received  his 
early  education  at  the  Lycee  de  St.  Louis,  in 
Paris,  but  while  still  a  boy  was  removed 
to  Rugby,  where  he  was  for  a  long  time  a 
pupil  during  the  famous  headmastership 
of   Dr.  ARNOLD.    He   subsequently  en-- 
tered  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and 
on  graduating  in   1849,  took  a  first  class 
in  classics  and  the  Chancellor's  medal, 
one  of  the  highest  honours  that  the  Univer- 
sity bestows.     Both  at    Rugby    and  at 
Cambridge  he  played  a  very  prominent 
part  in  athletics,  being  distinguished  at 
football,  and  pulling  No.  6  in  the  Univer- 
sity crew  which  won  the  boat  race  in  1849. 
To  the  last  he  maintained  unimpaired  the 
strong  interest  which,  in    his  youth,  he 
had  taken  in  these  pursuits,  keenly  watch- 
ing their  marked  development  during  recent 
years  in  France,  and  using  his  best  efforts 
to    promote   the   success    of    the  inter- 
national   contests   between    French  and 
English  oarsmen  on  the  Seine  and  the 
similar    football    contests    in  England. 
Speaking   himself   of    the    part  he  had 
played  in  life,  and  especially  of  his  ser- 
vices while  Ambassador  in  England,  he 
said   that  he   found,   while  in  England, 
that  though  occasionally  described  as  the 
scholar,  the  statesman,  the  ex-senator  and 
Prime  Minister,  no  opportunity  was  ever 
lost  of  referring  to  the  great  incident  in 
his  life — his  palma  nautica — the  fact  that 
he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  an  inter- 
university   boat    race.     He  returned  to 
France,  on  the  completion  of  his  education, 
a  thorough  Englishman  in  appearance,  pur- 
suits, and  tastes,  but  he  was  at  the  same 
time  always  thoroughly  and  loyally  de- 
voted to  the  country  of  his  birth.  During 
his  early  years  in  France  he  applied  him- 
self to  the  study  of  antiquities  and  numis- 
matics,   and    in    the   latter  fascinating 
science  he  became  one  of  the  leading  re- 
cognised authorities,  though  at  the  moment 
we  cannot  recall  any  of  his  writings  in 
regard  to  it.    In  1865,  he  was  elected  to 
membership  of  the  Academy  of  Inscrip- 
tions and  Belles  Letres.    His  political  life 
commenced  in  i87I,when  he  was  returned 
to  the  National  Assembly  as  deputy  for 
Aisne,  a  department  to  the  north-west  of 
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Paris,  in  which  he  had  purchased  an  eslal 
where  his  home  continued  to  be  till  hi 
death.     In  1876,  he  became  senator  for  the 
department,  ami  in  the  same  year  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  in  the  following 
year  he  represented  his  country  as  Pleni 
potentiary  at  the  historical  Congress 
Berlin.    In  1879,  he  became  President 
the  Council,  or  Prime  Minister,  under  the 
Presidency  of  M.  GREW,  and  after  having 
ill  the  meantime,  represented  France  at 
the  coronation  of  the  Czar,  he  came  to 
London  as  Ambassador  in   1883,  an  ap 
pcintment  which  was  welcomed  in  England 
from  the  Hist,  and  which  subsequently  moi 
than  fulfilled  all  the  highest  expectations 
entertained  with  reference  to  it.     Of  th 
esteem  which  he  won  from  the  English 
nation,  while  occupying  that  post,  he  said 
that  he  regarded  it  as  superior  to  any 
honour  that  he  might  receive,  from  what 
ever  quarter  it  came.     Like  Mr.  Glad 
STONE,  he   never  allowed   politics  to  so 
entirely  absorb  his  time  as  to  leave  none 
for  the  literary  and  scientific  pursuits  in 
which  he  won  his  early  fame,  and  speak 
ing  in  London  of  the  refuge  which  he  had 
found  in  such  pursuits  from  the  cares  and 
vexations  necessarily  incidental  to  the  life 
of  a  politician  in  a  country  ruled  by 
constitutional  government,  he  said  : — 

Willi  regard  lo  my  classical  studies,  wliicli  dale 
from  far  back,  when  I  was  al  Trinity  College 
Cambridge,  I  would  strive  to  remind  political  men 
what  an  advantage  it  is  among  the  hazaids,  the 
ups  and  downs,  of  political  life,  to  be  able  to  tu 
to  those  faithful  friends,  classical  studies,  in  some 
shape  01  other,  whether  that  of  numismatics  01  of 
archaeology,  or  of  ancient  geography,  or  simply  of 
some  dear  classical  book.  It  is  the  fate  of  most 
political  men  —  I  may  say  of  all — it  has  been  my 
fate  thiee  times  to  be  suddenly  tinned  out  of  a 
Ministiy,  and  fi  eed  from  great  activity,  responsi- 
bility, and  absoibing  interests.  Then  it  is  veiy 
difficult  lo  avoid  a  certain  discontent,  a  certain 
angry  feeling,  one,  I  may  almost  say,  of  levenge, 
against  those  who  have  turned  you  out.  At  such 
times  you  have  no  idea  what  a  source  of  content 
ment  and  peace  of  mind  a  1  eally  absoi  bing  lilei  ai  y 
or  classical  or  scientific  pursuit  is  to  a  fallen  politi- 
cian. I  have  expei  ienced  it  moieor  less  in  my 
own  life,  only  the  classical  or  scientific  puisuil 
must  not  be  a  meie  plaything.  It  must  be  in  a 
bond  fide  manner,  one  that  absorbs  and  interests. 
I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  solace  or  consola- 
tion like  that  given  by  a  dearly-loved  study. 

There  is  only  one  more  fact  which  we 
need  mention.  It  was  an  ancestor,  in  the 
direct  line,  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  France 
and  Ambassador  in  London  that  conceal- 
ed CHARLES  the  Second  in  the  oak  at 
Boscobel,  and  his  descendants  for  many 
generations  received  a  pension  for  that 
service  from  the  British  Government. 


THE  PRO-MIXED  RESIDENCE 
SOCIETY. 


THE  Pro-Mixed  Residence  Society 
seems  to  be  a  mystery.  It  was  at  first 
reported  that  the  movement  owed  its  in 
itiative  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Hoshi  and  the 
leaders  of  the  Radical  Party.  Some  papers 
devoted  to  the  anti-Mixed  Residence 
cause  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the 
auspices  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
were  involved.  What  is  strange  about  the 
Society  is  that,  although  its  rules  and  a 
sort  of  manifesto  setting  forth  its  objects ( 


have  been  published,  all  information  lias 
been  withheld  concerning  tin;  personality 
of  its  promoters.     The  publication  of  their 
names  would   have  been   the  first  thing 
resorted  to  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
But  no  such  step  has  been  taken  in  the 
present  case,  and  the  public  has  been  left 
free  to  indulge  in  conjectures  as  to  the 
real   originators  of    the   Society.  Most 
papers   seem   to   have  concluded  that  it 
must  be  closely  connected  with  the  Radi- 
cal Party.    But  we  now  have  the  authority 
of  the  Jiyu  Shimbun  itself,  the  organ  of 
that  Party,  that  such  is  not  the  case.  Our 
contemporary  most  unequivocally  denies 
that  any  member  of  its  Party  has  anything 
to  do  with  the  Society.     According  to  re- 
sults of  enquiries  instituted  by  the  Jiyu, 
the  Society  was  organized  by  two  obscure 
men  named  OKADA  and  KuBOTA.  Pro- 
bably they  imagined  that  they  saw  an  op- 
portunity  to  become   famous.      For  our 
own  part,  when  the  news  of  the  Society's 
organization   first    reached   us,   we  were 
strongly  inclined  to  welcome  the  fact,  be- 
cause we    believe   that   the  anti-foreign 
current  running  through  certain  strata  of 
the  political  world  in  Japan,  might  very 
easily  be   checked,   if    not  permanently 
changed,  by  a  resolute  movement  in  the 
other  direction  on  the  part  of  leading  and 
responsible  men.    But  much,  if  not  every- 
thing, depends  upon  the  intellectual,  politi- 
cal, and  social  status  of  the  persons  heading 
such  a  movement.  Evidently,  a  pro-Mixed 
Residence  campaign,  owing  its  initiative 
to  insignificant  persons  and  receiving  no 
solid  support   from   important  quarters, 
could  not  further  the  principle  it  espoused, 
and  might,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  injure 
it.    The  nation  cannot  afford  to  have  it 
magined  that,  outside  the  ranks  of  offi- 
cialdom, none  are  found  to  advocate  the 
enlightened  policy  of  the  Meiji  era  except 
a  few  adventurers  inspired  by  the  occasion 
rather  than  by  the  cause.    From  that  point 
of  view  the  pro-Mixed-Residence  Society, 
as  it  now  presents  itself,  is  to  be  deprecat- 
ed rather  than  encouraged.    Besides,  there 
exists  among  far-seeing  and  well-informed 
apanese  a  conviction  that  to  honour  the 
anti-Mixed-Residence  agitation  by  a  dis- 
play of  organized  opposition  would  be  to 
impart  to  it  something  of  the  vitality  which 
it  could  never,  of  its  own  unaided  strength, 
evelop.    These  readers  of  the  time  and 
of  the  nation's  mood  maintain,  and  every 
unbiassed   person  must,  we  think  agree 
with  them,  that  the  anti-Mixed-Residence 
movement,  if  left  to  itself,  is  bound  to  die 
of  inanition.     Unquestionably  there  are 
still  to  be  found  a  handful  of  genuine 
conservatives  who  would  keep  the  alien 
permanently  at  arm's  length.    There  are 
also  to  be  found  a  few  commercial  men 
who,  having  built  a  prosperous  business  on 
the  existing  bases,  oppose  every  change. 
Some   others  there  are — and  these  the 
most  numerous — who  honestly  doubting 
whether  their  countrymen's  capacities  are 
as  yet  sufficiently  educated  to  fit  them  for 


direct  contact  and  competition  with  fo- 
reigners, would  consequently  postpone  the 
complete  opening  of  the  country.  These 
various   coteries,   each  insignificant  and 
incapable  of  exercising  any  sensible  in- 
fluence or  effecting  any  real  mischief,  arc 
brought  into  one  camp  by  agitators  like 
Mr.  Ol  KENTARO  and  Mr.  Arai  Shogo, 
who  have  no  special  sympathy  with  any 
of  their  creeds,  but  who  see  in  them  ma- 
terial capable  of  being  utilized  for  political 
ends.     But   the   bulk   of  the   nation  has 
nothing  in  common  with  such  a  movement. 
The  people  in  the  provinces  are  emphatic- 
ally favourable  to  the  advent  of  foreigners, 
in  which  they  see  no  prospect  except  that 
of  profit  for  themselves.    We  do  not  ven- 
ture to  formulate  this  statement  on  the 
authority  of  our  own   observation.    It  is 
the  verdict  of  Japanese  observers  whose 
competence  to  be  heard  on  such  a  question 
cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  is  endorsed  by  all 
foreign  travellers  with  whom  we  have  con- 
versed. Local  English  journals  published  in 
Yokohama  insist  that  the  nation  at  large 
is  opposed   to  Treaty   Revision  and  to 
Mixed  Residence.    These  same  journals 
have  invariably  shown  by  their  writings 
that  they  attach  in  reality  no  sort  of  value 
to  the  wishes  and  aspirations  of  the  Japan- 
ese nation.     Now,  however,  having,  as 
they  suppose,  discovered  that  those  wishes 
run  on  all  fours  with  their  own  illiberal 
desire  to  perpetuate  the  country's  semi- 
isolation,  they  pretend  to  be  very  con- 
siderate of  Japan's  mood.    But  on  what 
evidence  is  the  discovery  based.    The  two 
great  political  parties  are  openly  pledged 
to  Revision  and  Mixed  Residence.  The 
Kaishin-to  were  ardent  advocates  of  open- 
ing the  whole  country  years  ago.  The 
Jiyu-to  are  avowed  advocates  of  the  same 
policy    to-day.    Who   then   are   its  op- 
ponents?   A  little  body  of  insignificant 
politicians    who,    having  failed  to  make 
their  mark  in   any   legitimate  field,  fall 
back  upon  this  desperate  expedient  for 
courting  notoriety.  Surely  it  is  altogether 
extravagant  and  unreasonable  to  regard 
the  voice  of  these  men  as  the  voice  of  the 
nation  at  large.    The  deliberately  formed 
opinion  of  Japanese  statesmen  is  that  the 
anti-Mixed-Residence  movementcan  never 
win  its  way  among  the  masses,  and  that  un- 
needed  opposition  can  alone  raise  it  from 
its  position  of  insignificance.  Therefore 
the  pro-Mixed  Residence  Society  finds  no 
supporters  in  influential  circles,  and  will 
probably  expire  on  the  threshold  of  its 
existence. 


Eczema. — Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 

•Mrs.  Mulcahy,"  said  the  Justice,  "why  did 
you  strike  Mrs.  Muldoon  ?"  "Sure,  yer  Aimer," 
said  the  defendant,  with  the  air  of  one  who  has 
suffered,  "  I  says  to  her  as  pleasant  as  dho  sliapk- 
iii'  to  an  angel,  says  I,  '  You  has  brass  enough  in 
yer  face  sufficient  to  mek  a  six-quart  pail  !'  An' 
wid  that  Missis  Muldoon  tips  an'  says,  says  she, 
It's  yersilf  as  hasn't  manners  enough  to  fill  the 
half  of  it,  Missis  Mulcahy,  says  she  ;  an'  'twas  thin 
I  interrupted  her  wid  a  j  in  lie  tap,  sor." 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[Feb.  10,  1894. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

 ♦  

TREATY  REVISION  FROM  THE  SINGLE 
TAX  STANDPOINT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
S,R  — Tlieie  lias  been  a  great  deal  of  discission 
about  treaty  revision,  but  none  from  Hie  standpoint 
of  the  above  caption.    The  greatest  political  ques- 
tion of  the  age  is  that  of  land,  and  it  is  a  religions 
question  of  such   importance  as  few  appreciate, 
who  have  not  studied  its  bearings,  The  ownership 
of  land  is  equivalent  to  the  ownership  of  people. 
The  Japanese  rightly  fear  foreign  landlords.  But 
unfonuuately    it   doesn't    make  much  difference 
whether  the  landloid  be  a  foreigner  or  a  fellow 
countryman,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  the  case  that  he 
must  oppress  the  tenant,  that. is  what  he  becomes 
a  landlord  for.    In  case  the  "  single  tax  were 
adopted,  the  opp.ession  of  the  landlord  would  be 
done  away  with,   and   the  foreigners   who  would 
come  here  would  bring   money  with   them  (la- 
bourers would  not  come   to   compete    with  the 
Japanese),    and  the  more  that  might  come  the 
Liter  for  the    people  he.e.     The  danger  is  that 
about  the  lime  Japan  is  ready  for  treaty  revision, 
U,e  United  Stales,    for  instance,   may  change  he, 
mind,  and  say,  "  We  do  not  want  these  people  to 
come  to  our  shores."  The  f  end  of  matters  m  Ame- 
rica is  in  that  direction.     Under  the  Single  1  ax,  a 
tax  on  land  values,  independent  of  improvements, 
Japan  has  nothing  to  lose,  and  she  would  have 
everything  to  gain  as  to  f.eedom  of  colonization 
A  single  lax  on  land  values  is  the  only  one  that 
will  stand  every  lest  of  logic. 

If  a  man  has  a  God-given  right  to  life,  lie  has  to 
land,  because  land  is  necessaiy  to  the  suppo.  t  ol 
life  The  ,  ighl  to  land  is  inherent  and  inalienable, 
consequently  a  special  class  of  landlords  is  a  sub- 
version of  the  order  of  nature.  I  us  is  the  age 
of  monopolies,  but  the  land  monopoly  is  the  basis 
of  them  all.  By  taxing  land  to  its  rental  value, 
whether  in  use  or  not.  the.e  would  be  no  profit  in 
holding  land  out  of  use.  Public  ands  in  Japan 
should  be  surveyed  and  leased  to  the  highest  bid- 
ders What  could  be  more  absurd  than  a  nation, 
eighty  per  cent  of  whose  land  is  vacant  and  eighty 
per  cent,  of  her  people  idle?  - 

The  single  lax  is  the  solution  of  all  treaty  rela- 
tions, and  would  be  easily  applied  in  Japan,  because 
in  some  respects  she  is  near  to  it— this  solution  is 
j„  |iel  own  hands,  is  easily  applied,  pe.feclly  just. 
F,ee  land  is  the  basis  of  all  f.eedom,  and  f.eedom 
is  necessary  to  human  ,  elations  that  a.  e  to  be  pe, 
manently  happy  !  R  GARST 

Hongo  Ku,  Tokyo,  February  2nd,  1894. 
ON  BALL-ROOM  DANCING. 


round  dames,  and  pound  through  square  ones 
totally  ieSa,dless  of  lime  and  rhythm  of  the 
dance.  It  is  no  wonder  that  to  the  minds  of  the 
Japanese,  inevitably  tinged,  as  they  must  needs 
he,  by  the  associations  with  which  all  I'.asle.n  na- 
lions  regard  dancing,  such  exhibitions  appear  not 
only  undesirable,  but  pe.haps  (who  knows)  even 
positively  indecent  and  immoral  J 

However,  since  dancing  as  a  social  adjunct,  has 
become  loo  strongly  incorpo.ated  into  on.  social 
system  to  be  ousted  even  by  the  strongest  p.eju- 
dices  (religious  or  moral)  against  it,  it  seems  to 
me  that  all  who  p.ofess  to  teach  the  a.t,  should 
make  it  theii  first  aim  to  see  that  all  motions  of  the 
body,  a.ms,  and  feet,  should  be  made  stibservl 
ent  to  the  natural  laws  of  balance  and  rhythm 
and  all  movements  kept  in  the  same  subjection  as 
in  our  ordinary  social  gatherings.     The.e  is  no 
.eason  why  men  and  women  should  depa.  1  from 
the  usual  calm  and  dignified  car.  iage  they  assume 
at  a  dinner  pa.ly  and  con  ve.  I  themselves  into  mad 
Whirling  Dervishes,  simply  because  they  happen 
to  find  themselves  in  a  100m  where  music  is  play- 
ing   and   they   a.e   moving    rhythmically  to  it 
Then  would  Terpsicho.e  be  as  chaste  and  pure  to 
the  eye  and  mind  as  if  the  nymph  were  carved  in 
ma.ble,   for  ball-room  dancing  can  be  indn  ged 
in  with  the  apparent  coldness  of  a  statue  without 
sacrificing  in  any  degree  the  reasonable  enjoy 
ment  to  be  de.  ived  from  it  as  a  living  being. 

For  my  part,  I  think  the  Japanese  have  shown 
g,eat  wisdom  and  discernment  in  rejecting  foi 
their  young  people,  the  acquisition  of  such  dancing 
only  as  they  appear  to  have  had  oppo.  tun. lies  ol 
gelling  in  Tokyo,  and  I  should  not  wonder  if  it 
took  a  long  lime  to  remove  their  ve.y  .easonable 
pi  ejudice  against  it. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc., 

EMILY  S.  P ATT  ON 
No.  47  a,  Bluff,  Yokohama,  Feb.  6th,  1894. 


SOME  PHASES  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
NEGRO  PROBLEM. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
SlR  -Observing  a  paragraph   in  your  pape. 
with  refeience  to  the  judgment  the  Japanese  have 
a, lived  at  on  the  subject  of  dancing,  may  I,  as  a 
teacher  of   that  social   accomplishment,  be  pe.- 
milled  to  offer  a  few  -ema.ks  thereon?     In  the 
fi,st  place,  I  would  point  out  that  of  ibis,  as  ol  all 
other  things,  it  may  be  said  that  "  the.e  .s  dancmg 
and   dancing,"  and  that  any  objections   he  not 
,0  much    in   the   thing   itself,   as    in   the   way  in 
which  'tis  done.    During  my  5  y«ais  sojourn  in 
Japan,  it  has  only  been  my    privilege  to  attend 
one  of  the  many  official  Balls  given  in  lokyo,  but 
I  was  assured  by  ihose  who  knew,  that  it  was  an 
entirely  representative  one  of  its  kind.     I  hat  was 
between  lh.ee  and  four  yea.s  ago;  therefore  I  am 
unable  to  say  whether  the  s.yle  I  then  witnessed 
remains  unaltered  to  the  present  time,  but  if  so,  I 
called  forth  tl.erema.k  f.om  me  at  the  time  that 
"  if  that  was  the  manner  in  which  ball  room  danc- 
inj,  had  been  presented  to  the  Japanese  .1  was  no 
wonder  they  had  aheady,  as  I  was  info,  med,  be- 
en., to  discard  it  as  an  undesirable  social  custom, 
lor  such  hopping,  kicking,  skipping,  pounding, 
awkward  and  ung.aceful  movements,  I  had  neve, 
witnessed   in   .he  country    I  came  from,  save  at 
open  air  gall.e.inKs  whe.e  se.vanls  aud.facdmry 
guls  and  boys  dispo,  I  ihe.nselves  on  public  holi- 
days; and   I  grieved  that  a  nation  so  naturally 
graceful  as  the  Japanese  should  have  had  ,„d 
models  presented  to  them  of  how  not  to  dance!  In 
making  these  observations,  I  by  no  means  mtend 
en.  to  be  sweeping.    The.e  were  of  course  many 
exceptions  in  an  assemblage  of  1,500  people,  but 
Sll  it  was  only  loo  evident  thai  those  who  danced 
in  best  form  were  either  residents  ...  Yokohama, 
or  visitors  from  the  port,  including  naval  officers, 
etc.    All  habitues  of  ball-rooms  can  discern  111  a 
moment  a  man  or  woman  of  good  breed. ng,  for 
in  their  manner  of  dancing  there  is  a  repose  and 
ease  that  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence  in  those 
who  think  it  necessaiy  to  hop  and  skip  lluough 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir  —In  answer  to  the  question,  "  What  are  the 
qualifications  to  citizenship?"     Bishop  Henry  C. 
Potter,  of  New  Yo.  k,  has  recently  made  tins  .  eply  : 

 "m  I  should  be  disposed  to  answer,   in   the  hi  st 

place,  Intelligence.  Citizenship  is  not  an  ...I.e.  ent 
right.  The  State  confers  it  upon  certain  conditions, 
and  withdraws  it  under  others.  It  can  be  fo.  felted 
by  certain  acts,  and  it  requires  certain  others  to 
j,  feet  its  exercise.  In  some  Stales  it  may  not  be 
actively  exercised  except  under  certain  conditions, 
such  as  the  ability  to  read  and  write  and  the  pos- 
session of  what  is  known  as  a  prope.  ty  qualification. 
Thev  imply  tliat  no  one  may  equitably  have  a  pa.t 
in  determining  who  shall  bear  office,  levy  taxes, 
make  laws,  administer  justice,  and  the  like,  unless 
behave  both  a  substantial  stake  ...  the  common 
well-being  and  a  mental  training  competent  to 
inform  and  guide  him."        -  , 

This  is  sound  political  doct.ine,  and  shows  that 
the  Bishop  is  not  only  an  eminent  divine  but  that 
he   possesses  some  qualities  that  make  a  true 
statesman.    And  there  are  probably  very  few  in- 
telligent people  to-day  that  would  think  of  chal 
lenging  these  statements  of  Bishop  Potter,  except 
as  they  affect  our  peculiarly-satiated,  and  much 
talked-of  people  :  namely,  the  Negroes  of  the  U„, 
ted  States.     In  the  minds  of  many  honest  people 
the  Ame.ican  negro  stands  out  as  a  miraculous 
exception  in  history,  and  some  of  the  civil  and 
social  laws  thai  are  considered  just  and  right  in 
governing  him  are  such  as  universal  jurisprudence 
a.,,1  p.ac.ical  sociology  would  not  sanction  if  ap- 
plied  to  any  other  nation,  race  or  class  under  he 
sun.  A  ve.y  large  percentage  of  the -egroes  ,1.  the 
South  cannot  read  their  punted  ballots  and  a  still 
a.ger  percentage  do  not  possess  a  dollar  s  worth 
„f  taxable  property.    In  one  Southern  State  there 
we.e,  in  1890,  more  than  One  hundred  negroes  who 
wele  born  in  the  wilds  of  Afr.ca,  and  can  st.l 
speak  some  of  their  old  barbarous  dialects,  but 
cannot  read,  and  can  talk  nothing  but  the  Uncle 
Remus  "  dialect  of  English.    Yet  they  can  go  to 
the  polls  and  deposit  a  ballot  worth  as  much  as 
that  of  the  wealthiest  or  most  ...tell. gent  man  ... 

tl,Nmvt|et  us  enlighten  our  subject  a  little  by 
drawing  a  p.ac.ical  illustraliou  f.om  an  ouls.de 
source,  and  see  how  it  fits  the  question  under 
consideration.  The  editor  of  the  New  York 
Press,  a  professed  friend  of  human  rights  and 
equality,  recently  had  this  to  say  on  the  s.lua- 
S  in  Hawaii -.-"  the  special  Washington  dis- 
patches indicate  the  probability  that  the  report 
of  Mr.  Blount  will  recommend  that  the  question 
of  annexation  shall  be  submitted  to  a  popular 
vote  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  There  .s  a  preva- 
lent impression  in  Washington  that  the  Pre- 
sideiit's  message  to  Congress  on  the  subject  w.ll 


strongly  urge  that  this  course  shall  be  taken.  If 
the  g.eat  body  of  Hawaiians  were  intelligent  and 
responsible  persons,  and  if  it  were  possible  to  pro- 
cure an  absolutely  fair  expression  of  the  popular 
will,  no  se.  ions  objection  could  be  urged  to  this 
plan.  But  multitudes  of  Hawaiians  are  notori- 
ously venal,  superstitious,  and  ignoiant.  The.e 
a.e  many  thousand  ignorant  and  degraded  Chinese 
and  Japanese  coolies  in  the"  islands.  A  plebiscite 
in  Hawaii  would  be  a  farce  which  might  pave  the 
way  for  a  t.  agedy." 

There  are  probably  not  many  intelligent,  un- 
biased persons  that  would  deny  the  wisdom  of  the 
Press's  asse.  lions    about   the   ballot   in  Hawaii, 
bat  the  interesting  point  is  that  this  editor  is  one 
of  a  large  class  that  raised  their  voices  in  "holy 
horror"  about  what  they  claimed  to  be  oppres- 
sion,   injustice,    and    1  obbei  y    thrust    upon  the 
negroes  in  a  ce.tain  Southern  Slate  a  few  years 
ago,  when   a   law  was    passed   requiring  every 
voter  to  be  able  lo  .ead  the  State  Constitution 
and  bis  printed    ballol    before    he    could  vote. 
Of  course  this  deprived  some  white  people  and 
many    negroes  of    the    p.ivilege    of  the  ballot, 
but  eve.y  honest,  thoughtful  citizen   in  America 
knows  that  such  a  course  is  best  for  the  future  of 
the  Republic.     But  this  present  position  of  Mr. 
Blount  and  the  New  Yo.  k  Press  illustrates,  not 
exactly  the  "irony  of  fate"  but  what  might  be 
called  the  "  irony  of  history."    Here  is  a  statesman 
who  fought  against  the  unconditional  enfranchise- 
ment of  five  millions  of  negroes,  most  of  whom 
Were    and    are    still    "notoriously    venal,  snper- 
stitous,  and  ignorant,"  as  dangerous  to  the  welfa.e 
of  society  and  the  Slate  ;  but  accepting  the  verdict 
of  history,  now  comes  forward  with  a  proposition 
to  continue  and  extend  the  same  doctrine  to  an- 
other   .ace  and  people,  and  is  lidiculed   by  the 
negro-eufi  anchising  editor,  who  exclaims  in  ala.  .11- 
iug  tones  that  such  an  act  "  would  be  a  farce  that 
might  pave  the  way  for  a  tragedy." 

The  rarily  of  the  jewel  of  consistency  among 
many  of  the  negro's  ptofessed  friends,  together 
with  their  igno.anceof  his  real  needs  and  inlei  ests, 
a.e  the  first  causes  of  much  of  .he  trouble  and 
lawlessness  between  the  while  people  and  negroes 
in  the  South  to-day.  That  a  gulf  has  been  con- 
stantly widening  between  the  whites  and  blacks 
since  the  latte.'s  emancipation  is  lamentably  H  ue  ; 
yet  it  would  be  difficult  lo  find  a  man  who  would 
call  back  the  old  ante  bellum  regime  if  he  could. 
The  future  hisloiian  will  have  some  inle.esling 
wo.k  to  do  in  connection  with  this  perplexing 
problem,  which  no  one  that  has  not  lived  amid  Us 
daily  scenes  can  possibly  understand.  For  that 
1  eason  much  that  is  silly,  sentimental,  and  impos- 
sible has  been  written  about  it. 

It  is  said  that  history  does  not  furnish  a  single 
instance  of  two  widely  different  races  of  people 
living  together  pel  manently  in  peace  and  p,os- 
perity.    One  of  lh.ee  things  is  inevitable,  if  history 
leaches  anything:  namely,  (1)  colonization,  (2) 
amalgamation,    or    (3)    extermination.  About 
1000  years  B  C,  a  branch  of    the   g.eat  Aryan 
family    wandered  down  into  India  and  subdued 
the  barbarous  black  aborigines,  and   by  amal- 
gamation   we    find    lo-day    in    India    the  only 
black  representatives  of  the  Aryan  stock  in  the 
world.     When  the  present  race  of  Japanese  came 
down  from  heaven    (the  Asiatic  continent)  they 
found  a  widely  different  race  of  people  here  known 
as  the  Ainu,  who  we.e  expelled  or  exterminated. 
The  end  of  the  20th  century  will  most  probably 
find    Africa  a    continent    of  prosperous  Aryan 
nations  with  the  negroes  exterminated  or  living  by 
goveinment  permission  on  giants  and  tracts  in 
the    unhealthy    and    undesirable   jungles.      1  he 
millennium  of  A.yan  hutnanitarianism  has  not  yet 
come  lo  subdue   his  innate  love  of  conquest  and 
dominion,   and   until  that  is  done,  his  professed 
sympathy  for  inferior  races  is  a  mere  sentiment, 
when  national  issues  are  at  stake.    A  nation  that 
would  simply  for  gain  of  wealth  or  power,  rob  a 
weak  nation  of  its  land  and  people,  or  one  that 
would   force  opium  into  the  unwilling  mouths  ot 
millions  of  weaker  human  beings,  is  still  at  hearl 
as  dire  an  enemy  to  true  human  liberty  as  the 
slave-merchants  of  Ka.toum.    The  poor  and  op- 
pressed people  who  fled  from   political  and  re- 
ligious   tyranny    in    E.nope   to   the    wide  and 
f.ee    expanse    of  Ame.ican    forests,  themselves 
tinned  oppressors,  ai/d  the  result  is  one  of  the 
most  pathetic  stories  in  all  history— the  appro- 
aching extermination   of  the  American  Indian. 
While  the  wigwams  on  the  fertile  banks  of  the 
Connecticut,  the  Hudson,  the  Susquehanna,  the 
Rappahannock,  and  the  Savannah,  were  being 
burned    and  their  inmates  butchered  or  driven 
deeper  into  the  forests  and  western  plains,  the  con- 
queiors  were  impo.ling  negroes  to  clear  the  forests 
and  cultivate  the  soil.    But  the  pious  Pilgrims  find- 
ing thai  their  slaves  did  not  thrive  in  the  uncon- 
genial climate  of  New  England,  sold  them  to  Hie 
cotton  planters  of  the  South,  where  about  thirty 
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yeais  ago  they  weie  i v t- 1 1  llieir  fieedont, — the 
lirst  possible  thing  iliai  could  have  been  done  foi 
llie  Inline  well-being  of  boll)  whiles  and  blacks. 
Mnt  the  negi  nes'  subsequent  unconditional  enfian 
chistwmt was  tlie  "deadliest  ciime  against  repub- 
lican govei  nnienl  and  civilization  "  that  lias  evei 
been  perpetrated •  I  believe  that  time  will  pi  ove  and 
histoiy  will  record  and  sustain  the  veidict  thai 
the   absolute  and    unconditional    freedom   of  the 

ballot  and  unrestricted  civil  n^his  conferred  upon 
Hve  millions  of  ignoianl  and  stiperslitoiis  negroes 
immediately  aftei  their  emancipation  from  slavery 
under  a  democratic  form  of  government,  were  not 
only  lamentable  legislative  blunders  of  well-mean- 
ing statesmen,  but  an  ii  reparable  injury  to  the  vei  y 
people  they  were  intended  to  ameliorate.  The 
fruits  of  this  unparalled  experiment  aie  being  ga- 
thered in  greater  abundance  as  the  years  go  fry. 

Bishop  Alliens  (j.  Haygood,  author  of  "  O111 
Biollier  in  Black,"  who  has  spent  yeais  of  earnest 
labour  for  the  betterment  of  the  negro's  condi- 
tion, writes  thus  in  the  Forum  for  October  : — "An 
ignorant  iace  that  in  and  through  the  ministry 
of  slavery  had  grown  into  all  that  made  it  beltei 
than  naked  Africans,  were  suddenly  tin  ned  loose, 
without  knowledge  of  civil  law,  into  freedom  they 
did  not  understand  mistaking  most  na  lit  rally  license 
for  libeity.  The  recoil  was  tremendous.  It  is  a 
wonder  that  the  negio  did  notdo  woi  se.  Piesently 
came  enfranchisement  and  complete  citizenship 
without  fitness  of  any  soil.  The  manner  of  bis 
enfranchisement  and  the  methods  employed  by 
self-seeking  demagogues  in  controlling  his  vole 
led  him  Jlo  believe  that  the  gift  of  the  ballot 
to  him  meant  two  things;  fii st,  the  peculiar  love 
the  N01  lb  had  for  him  ;  second,  that  it  was  given  to 
him  to  keep  the  old  master  and  rebel  down.  The 
inevitable  result  was  to  tend  to  make  the  negro 
lawless  in  his  dealings  will)  his  white  neighbours." 

Then  on  the  question  of  his  education  the  Bishop 
has  this  to  say:  —  "Added  to  the  evil  influences 
that  grew  of  corrupt  and  corrupting  reconstruc- 
tion politics,  were  unwise  methods  in  the  earlier 
effoits  to  educate  him.  Many  conseciated,  noble- 
minded,  but  mistaken  missionary-teachers  from 
the  North  were  moie  impressive,  it  not  more 
insistent  in  teaching  the  young  negro  his  lights 
than  in  leaching  him  the  responsibilities  of  citizen- 
ship. The  lesult  was  he  became  more  anxious 
to  secuie  his  rights  than  to  fil  himself  for  their 
exercise.  All  these  influences  developed  in  thou- 
sands of  the  younger  negroes  a  spirit  of  insub- 
ordination to  the  social  order.  Ciimesof  violence 
against  the  white  race  were  the  natural  fruitage  of 
the  influences  that  dominated  the  younger  negioes. 
Under  the  conditions  of  southei  n  life  il  was  inevit 
able  thai  these  crimes  should  be  met  by  violent 
punishment  without  law,  and  paitly  for  the  leason 
that  Southern  Government  was  in  the  hands  of 
strangers  and  negi  oes.  Neaily  all  crimes  com- 
mitted by  negroes  now  are  committed  by  those 
who  were  children  in  1 865  or  who  have  been  born 
since  that  lime.  Nearly  all  the  negroes  in  Southern 
penilentai  ies  are  under  thirty-five;  if  any  wish 
to  test  these  statements  the  facts  are  on  record." 

The  same  writer  believes  a  proper  system  of 
education  to  be  the  saving  relief  from  a  dreadful 
future,  and  continues  by  saying  that  the  above 
"  statement  is  no  plea  against  the  education  of  the 
enfranchised  negro,  but  an  invincible  argument 
for  it — which  for  many  yeais,  I  have  made  by  pen 
and  tongue  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  The  negro 
must  be  educated.  The  uneducated  negro  is 
unfitted  for  the  new  order.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  both  races  that  his  education  go  on.  As  a 
rule  rapists  and  murderers  among  Southern 
negroes  are  not  only  products  of  post-bellum  life. 
They  are  uneducated.  It  is  the  raiest  thing  lhat 
an  educated  negro  commits  these  crimes  against 
virtue  and  life." 

Il  has-been  asserted  by  some  who  know  nothing 
of  the  negro  pioblem  except  what  they  have 
learned  though  a  biased,  sensational,  and  exagerat- 
ing  journalism,  that  the  "lynchers  ate  the  repre- 
sentatives of  public  opinion  in  the  South, "  and 
that  there  is  no  public  sentiment  againsl  it.  This 
is  as  broad  and  as  sweeping  a  libel  on  sixteen 
millions  of  Ameiican  citizens,  as  il  would  be  upon 
the  forty  millions  of  Japan,  if  one  were  to  assert 
that  because  licensed  houses  of  prostitution  are  to 
be  found  in  every  large  city  and  may  small  towns 
in  Japan,  there  is  no  public  sentiment  against  im- 
morality here,  or  that  the  owners  and  keepeis  of 
such  houses  are  the  representatives  of  public 
opinon  on  moral  questions  in  this  country.  He 
who  makes  such  assertions  about  the  south  exhibits 
less  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  his  subject  than 
Clement  Scott  did  when  he  wrote  of  what  he  saw 
in  the  vicinity  of  Yokohama  and  Tokyo  as  the 
real  Japan.  That  there  is  a  large  class  of  soshi- 
like  bullies  in  the  South  who  feel  that  they  are 
honour-bound  as  true  patriots  to  act  as  legislator, 
judge,  and  sheriff,  all  atone  lime,  and  as  they  see 
fit,  is  true  enough.     And  in  some  sections  they 


wield  jjreal  influence.  Bui  foi  tlieit  ideas  and  i  on 
duct  I  have  a  profound  contempt,  yet  I  nevei  saw 
one  of  them  to  recognise  him,  although  I  was  hoi  11 

and  lived  foi  twenty-five  yeais  in  the  heail  of  the 
South.  Bishop  Haygood,  whom  I  have  abeady 
quoted,  a  Southei  net  by  bit  th,  education,  and  a  life 

of  labour,  has  this  to  say  on  the  lynching  (pic si  ion  : 
— "In  Organised  society  iheie  is  no  higher  civil 
01  social  duty  than  obedience  to  law;  the  lyiichei 
is  of  all  men  the  violator  of  law.  Lynching  is  a 
ciime  against  God  anil  man.  Lynching  breaks 
the  law,  defies  it,  despises  it,  puis  it  to  open 
shame.  Punishment  by  government  according  to 
law,  represents  the  judgment  of  God  ;  punishment 
by  lynching  is  vengeance.  Legal  punishment 
educates  men  into  respect  for  law,  lynching  edu- 
cates them  into  contempt  for  law.  Lynching  does 
in 01  e  to  put  down  law  than  any  criminal  it  takes  in 
hand  ;  lynching  kills  a  man,  the  lyncher  kills  the 
law  that  protects  life  ;  lynching  is  anarchy.  The 
government  that  winks  al  lynching  is  vicious;  the 
government  that  does  not  care  is  foolish  and  wick- 
ed ;  the  government  lhat  cannot  put  it  down  is 
weak."  Is  the  English  language  capable  of  utter- 
ing a  stronger  denunciation  of  lynching  than  this. 
And  while  I  fieely  admit  that  there  is  a  large 
class  of  people  in  the  South  that  are  perfectly  iu- 
diffeient  to  the  question  of  lynching,  there  is  at 
the  same  time  another  large  class  of  the  most  in- 
telligent people  who  recognize  the  enormity  of  the 
evil  and  its  dangerous  tendencies  and  are  express 
ing  their  disapproval  of  il  in  a  vigorous  manner 
by  tongue  and  pen.  Why  is  it,  then,  you  may 
ask,  that  lynching  of  negioes  is  permitted  to  con- 
tinue ?  I  answer  by  asking  how  is  il  that  a  band 
of  robbers  can  stop  a  passenger  ti  ain  in  bi  oad  day 
time  in  some  of  the  most  ihickly  populated  States 
in  theNoilh,  and  carry  off  safes'  full  of  money? 
How  is  it  thai  anarchists  and  disgruntled  strikeis 
can  impede  commerce,  burn  loaded  cais  and 
factories  in  open  daylight,  create  liot,  defy  law, 
and  minder  citizens  in  the  great  states  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  or  in  any  pai  t  of  England, 
France,  or  Germany,  even  where  every  fourth  man 
is  an  armed  soldier  ? 

What  will  be  the  final  outcome  of  this  perplex- 
ing and  interesting  negro  problem  is  one  of  the 
most  absoibing  questions  in  current  history.  That 
they  will  be  exterminated  no  one  for  a  moment 
seriously  believes  ;  thai  they  should  be  colonized  in 
Afiica  some  of  their  own  leaders  not  only  believe, 
but  are  activity  engaged  in  ti  ying  to  arouse  public 
opinion  to  that  belief,  and  to  perfect  plans  for  its 
accomplishment.  The  most  prominent  person  in 
this  movement  is  Bishop  H.  M.  Turner,  probably 
the  leading  orator  and  scholar  of  his  race.  That 
they  will  by  and-by  lose  their  racial  distinction  by 
amalgamation  with  the  whites  is  a  question  that 
time  only  can  decide.  That  the  black  ones  despise 
their  colour  is  a  fact  too  well-known  to  need  proof. 
The  mulatto  is  proud  of  the  white  blood  lhat 
ti  ickles  lluough  his  viens,  and  the  more  the  better, 
so  he-  thinks.  He  feels  himself  to  be  as  fai 
above  the  common  thick-lipped  negro,  socially  and 
othei  wise,  as  the  average  white  man  does.  The 
mulattoes  are  increasing  in  numbers,  but  how 
fast  proportionately  I  have  no  way  of  knowing. 
Maniage  between  the  whites  and  blacks  is  pro- 
hibited by  law;  and  it  is  said  that  "  quadroons, 
octoroons,  and  pure  mulattoes  marry,  but  a  flat- 
nosed,  thick  lipped  African  must  mate  with  his 
colour  and  kind." 

Yours  truly,  WILL  PATTILLO. 


THE  IMPERIAL  SILVER  WEDDING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail.". 

Sir, — As  a  long  resident  of  Japan,  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  able  to  possess  in  some  way  a  souvenir 
of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding.  I  would  venture 
to  say  that  the  Post  Office  Department  ought  to 
lake  a  leading  pait  in  the  festival  programme,  by 
issuing  on  the  Jubilee  Day  a  special  Stamp  or 
Postal  Card.  The  general  public  and  absent 
friends  of  Japan  who  are  anxious  to  keep  a  me- 
mento will  look  with  joy  on  the  liltle  paper,  the 
record  of  a  great  event. 

Yours  respectfully  ROMULUS. 

Feb.  8,  1894. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  HOROBETSU. 

To  the  Editor  of  thb  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — I  have  just  finished  reading  a  very  in- 
teresting, yet  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  most  un- 
conscionably incorrect  and  misleading  books  it  is 
possible  to  purchase  for  money.  I  refer  to  "Alone 
with  the  hairy  Ainu,"  by  A.  H.  Savage  Landor. 
Il  is  a  book  which  will  doubtless  be  read  with 
pleasure  by  those  who  know  nothing  of  Yezo  with 
its  450,000  Japanese  and  16,000  Ainu  inhabitants  ; 
but  by  those  who  know  Yezo  and  its  people  it  will 
be  read  with  astonishment  and  wonder.    Mr.  Lan- 


dor is  to  be  admired  foi  the  plucky  way  in  which 
he  went  rOUIld  Yrzo,  bul  Ins  physical  endurance 
and  so-called  pluck  sink  into  insignificance  before 

the  evidences  of  lack  of  moral  discrimination  and 

intelligent  tact  in  dealing  with  people  exhibited 
in  his  book. 

In  the  Pieface  to  his  book  Mr.  Landoi  says: — 
"  Without  any  claim  to  infallibility  I  have  ti  led  to 
take  an  open-minded  and  sensible  view  of  every- 
thing I  have  her  e  attempted  lo.desci  ibe."  I  should 
tllillk,  indeed,  Mr.  Landoi  did  not  claim  infalli- 
bility, for  fi  0111  cover  to  covet  bis  production  is  stuff- 
ed full  of  absurd  mistakes  and  misrepresentations. 
And,  as  to  being  open  minded  and  taking  a  sen- 
sible view  of  things — well,  that  is  the  veiy  thing 
he  has  not  done.  After  carefully  r  eading  his  book 
through,  I  am  bound  to  say  lhat  I  have  nevei  met 
with  a  more  biased,  hopelessly  one  sided,  and 
grotesquely  imaginative  woik  than  this.  Mr. 
Landoi  has  taken  a  few  facts,  distorted  them 
and  used  them  as  a  basis  for  fiction. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  about  bis  illustrations, 
even  though  heie  Mr.  Lauder  is  not  correct  in 
every  case.  He  gives  the  Ainu  too  much  hair  as  a 
rule;  moreover,  on  page  77  of  his  book  there 
appear  s  an  engr  aving  with  the  words,  "  Ainu  hook 
for  smoking  bear-meal  "  written  underneath.  As 
it  happens,  that  engraving  represents  an  instrument 
the  Ainu  call  shu-at,  and  that  literally  means 
"  pot  hook,"  and  as  a  "  pot  hook  "  it  is  used,  not 
foi  drying  "  bear-meat." 

Farther,  Mr.  Landoi  gives  us  a  new  derivation 
of  the  word  Ainu.  He  dei  i ves  it  fr  om  Ai  num,  or 
Hainum,  and  says  that  means,  "they  with  hair," 
"come  with  hair."  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  no 
such  word  in  the  Ainu  language  as  Ai-n  um  or  Hai- 
num, and  if  there  were,  it  could  not  possibly  mean 
"come  with  hair,"  or  "  they  with  hair."  Almost 
all  of  Mr.  Landor's  derivations  of  Ainu  words  are 
as  far  afield  as  this.  He  truly  found  a  mare's  nest 
is  Ainu  land,  and  has  hatched  some  lovely  eggs. 

To  attempt  anything  like  a  review  of  the  whole 
work  would  be  altogether  too  formidable  a  task, 
for  one  would  have  to  say  something  on  every  page 
of  the  book,  there  is  so  much  to  correct.  There  is, 
however,  just  one  point  I  cannot  allow  to  pass 
without  a  few  remarks  and  that  is  Mr.  Landor's 
affair  at  Horobetsu.     I  have  named  it 

THE  BATTLE  OF  HOROBETSU. 

In  Chapter  II. ,  page  12,  Mr.  Landor  informs 
us  that  the  Ainu  of  Horobetsu  were  nearly  all 
Christians  when  he  visited  that  place,  and 
that  he  considered  it  very  hard  that  these 
should  show  a  little  muscular  Christianity  when 
he  insulted  them.  He  says,  ''In  Southern  Japan, 
previous  to  my  visiting  Yezo,  I  was  told  that 
neaily  all  Ainu  of  Horobetsu  had  become  good 
Christians."  If  this  is  so,  Mr.  Landor  was  certainly 
misinformed.  When  he  visited  Horobetsu  in  1890 
there  were  but  five  Christians  there,  two  adults 
and  their  three  children,  while  there  were  about 
150  non-Christians !  It  happened  that  two  Ainu 
had  the  good  fortune  to  catch  a  dolphin  the 
morning  Mr.  Landor  an  ived.  (He,  however,  calls 
it  ushi-sakana,  "cow-fish.")  As  that  gentleman 
was  walking  along  the  seacoast,  sketch-block  ready 
in  hand,  he  espied  some  men  cutting  the  fish  up 
for  transportation  and  drying.  Mr.  Landor  tells 
us  that  there  was  a  crowd  of  men  working  on  that 
one  fish,  and  that  they  were  ""stark-naked." 
Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  Ainu  is  ever  to  be  seen 
"staik  naked"  in  public.  A  man  never  has  less 
than  his  loin-cloth  on,  however  hot  it  may  be,  and 
the  women  are  always  most  careful  to  have  their 
breasts  and  knees  well  coveted.  I  have  seen 
many  dolphins  cut  up,  but  never  a  "stark-naked  " 
adult  Ainu,  man  or  woman,  during  16  years  re- 
sidence in  Yezo.  Mr.  Landor  informs  us  that  upon 
proceeding  to  sketch  the  scene,  the  crowd  rushed 
upon  him,  knives  in  hand,  knocked  him  down,  and 
held  him  and  his  easel  fast  by  the  legs  and  arms, 
seized  his  sketch  block  and  threw  it  away,  held  a 
knife  well  over  his  head,  and  kicked  him.  When  let 
go,  Mr.  Landoi  hurried  off  to  the  tea-house  and  got 
his  revolver.  He  then  1  etui  ned  to  the  Ainu  who  had 
attacked  him  and  brought  them  up  to  the  village, 
and  accused  them  befoie  a  policeman,  by  whom 
they  were  arrested,  tried,  and  let  go.  Law  was  not 
quite  like  that  in  1890,  Policemen  did  not  then 
try  the  people  whom  they  were  called  upon  to 
arrest  any  more  than  they  do  now. 

The  account  given  by  Mr.  Landor  differs  from 
that  given  both  by  the  Ainu  and  Japanese  eye- 
witnesses. They  plainly  state  that  Mr.  Landor's 
15  or  20  Ainu  were  only  four  men  at  the  time  of 
attack,  though  they  increased  when  all  was  over. 
I  am  personally  acquainted  with  all  four.  Again, 
they  say,  Mr.  Landor  was  not  attacked  with 
knives,  he  was  not  knocked  down,  he  was  not 
kicked,  and  the  men  were  not  arrested.  There 
was  then  no  policeman  stationed  at  Hoiobetsu, 
and  no  policeman  tried  and  acquitted  the  Ainu. 
The  whole  affair  was  settled  by  a  Mr.  Kondo,  a 
Japanese  Christian  of  Horobetsu,  and  perhaps 


184 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[Feb.  io,  1894. 


Mr.  Laudor  owes  litis  Japanese  Christian  mote 
for  his  timely  interference  tlian  be  is  aware.  I ne 
Ainu  laugh  at  the  Landor  affair,  even  at  the 
present  day.  All  they  did  was  to  take  Mr. 
Laudor's  sketch-block,  tub  out  his  sketch  and 
fling  it  on  the  sand  !  All  agree  111  saying  M  Mr, 
Landor  was  mad  with  rage,  but  as  none  unde.  stood 
his  language  they  were  not  much  troubled. 

Mr.  Landor  was  evidently  unaware  of  the  fact 
that  by  sketching  those  Ainu  in  a  pa.tly  nude  con- 
dition  he  was  insulting  them  by  trampfing  on  a 
deeply  . noted  superstition.  But  he  was  really 
doing  them  a  grievous  injury,  lor  it  is  their  belief 
that  by  being  sketched  ...  such  a  condition  the., 
life  is  therely  sl.o.tened  in  some  mysterious  way 
or  other.  But  of  this  I  have  written  elsewhere,  and 
will  not  repeal  here.  Thus  Mr.  Landor  s  battle  of 
Horobetsu  was,  fo.  the  most  pa.  t,  me,  e  y  imaginary. 

Mr  Landor  speaks  somewhat  unkindly  of  the 
the  British  Consul  at  Hakodate  because  he  did 
not  produce  his  letters  immediately  upon  being 
asked  for  them.  But  when  it  is  remembered 
that,  incredible  though  it  may  appear,  Mr.  Lanooi 
called  al  the  Consulate  minus  his  trousers,  it  is 
not  to  be  wonde.ed  at  if  the  Consul  did  gel  rid  of 
him  as  quickly  as  possible  If  he  had  no  proper 
aspect  for  himself  or  the  Japanese,  Mr.  Landor 
wrely  ought  lo  have  some  little  consideration  for 
,he  feelings  of  others.  There  was  not  the  slightest 
necessity  for  him  to  wander  about  in  such  an 
indecent  manner,  for  he  could  have  got  clothing .  at 
Oisukushiro,  Akkesh,  Nemoro,  or  Apashu  1.  Why 
did  he  not  ? 

I  am,  yours  truly,  J-  BATCHELOR. 

Hotel  Metropole,  Tokyo, 
February  7th,  1894. 


bent  from  $200  to  I250  a  month  to  commence  from  the  1st 
fanuary  of  this  year,  an>i  trust  that  the  members  of  the 
Congregation  will  aid  them  in  maintaining  it  at  tins  figure. 

J.  Rickett.  Chairman, 
E.  Whittall,  ~l 

J,  A.  f  RASER.  I 

James  Walter,  [-Committee. 
Jas.  Dodds,  I 
E.  J  Moss,  J 


The  Hon.  Treasurer,  Christ  Church,  Yokohama 
in  Account  Currunt  with  the  Trustees  for  1893 


Expenditure. 

To  Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer   

To  Collected  Pew-rents,  1893   

To  Collected  Offertories,  18Q3   

To  Mrs.  Irwine  Proceeds  of  Concert  

To  Fire  Insurance  Bonus  and  Bank  Interest 


Revenue. 

By  Incumbent's  stipend  ...   ...    ■••  •■• 

By  Momban  Account  and  Wages  and  Coal  ... 

By  Ground-rent  

By  Fire  Insurance  Premia   

By  Interest  on  private  loan   

By  Repairs,  &c.  ...  ...    ...    —  ■■;   

By  1  Surplices  and  1  Stole  for  Mr.  Irwine 

By  Advertising    

By  New  lined  steel  netting  window  covers, 

locks  complete,  for  Vestry   

By  Sundries  

By  Decorations  Easter  and  Christmas   

By  Balance  on  December  31st,  1893  


with  a 


$  177.04 
2,5>9.58 
693.49 
419.4a 
"•35 

$3,831.88 


$9,400.00 
301. 01 
180.19 
313.17 
1 30.00 

10.IO 

18.00 

58.45 
60.43 
44-07 
463.81 

$3,821.88 


CHRIST  CHURCH,  YOKOHAMA. 


The  annual  meeting'^  seat-holders,  and  sub- 
scribers of  Christ  Church,  Yokohama  was  held 
on  Thu.sday  afternoon  in  Kiel's  Building.  Mr. 
I. ..Rickett,  chai.man  of  the  committee  piesnled, 
and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  J<  b.  Lwwde 
E.  Whittall,  and  J.  A.  Frasej. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  a  very  small 
meeting,  but  he  thought  that  the  business  befo.e 
them  could  be  easily  put  through.  He  would 
suggest  that  as  the  minutes  of  the  last  annua 
meeting  had  been  published  in  the  papers  at  the 
time,  that  they  be  taken  as  .ead.  1  he  first  business 
therefore,  before  the  meeting  was  the  passing  ot 
the  repo,  I  and  accounts  for  the  year  1893.  i  bese 
also  had  been  published  and  need  not  be  re 
capitulated.  , 

Mr.  LoWDER  proposed  that  the  report  and  ac- 
counts, as  p,  esenled,  be  taken  as  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Frasbr  seconded,  and  the  motion 
was  can  ied. 

RHPORT. 

The  Accounts  for  the  year  1893.  as  given  below ^  show  an 
imorovement  this  year,  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
ffirar™  Treasurer  being  $W  against  $.77  04  at  the 

"A  Concert  was  organized  by  Mrs.  Irwine  in  October  last 
inti d  of  the  funds  of  the  Church  and  the  nett  proceeds, 
84.09a.  were  handed  to  the  Hon  I  reasurer  to  he  ex- 
pended as  the  Committee  thought  proper 
P  As  the  principal  object  in  having  this  Concert  was  the 
improvement  in  the  lighting  of  the  t Ihurch.  the  c— 
made  enquiries  as  to  the  most  economical  and  at  the  same 
time  effective  method  of  lighting  the  1  hurch,  and  deeded 
on  gas,  which  is  in  course  of  installation. 

The  Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  tooU  part  in  the  Concert. 

The  .  ommittee  regret  to  report  that  during  the  year  the 
Church  was  twice  entered  by  burglars,  and  several  articles, 
including  the  Incumbent's  hood,  stole  and  two  surplices 
and  the  surplices  of  the  choir  boys,  were  stolen  and  have 
not  since  been  recovered. 

With  a  view  to  afford  greater  protection,  some  alterations 
have  been  made  in  the  vestr-y  windows  and  doors  the  cost 
of  which  $58  45  was  defrayed  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
C° Shanks  of  the  Committee  and  Congregation  are  due 
to  the  Honorary  Organists,  Mr  H.  I.  Chope,  Miss  Leach, 
and  Miss  Willcox,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Choir  for 

tbTheki«pSairrsiCto  the  Church  and  Parsonage  amount  this 
yTheVet^  derived  from  pew  rents  is  about  the  same 
as  last  year,  bring  $2,5'9  s8,  against  |a,s8o.82  in  1892. 
The  offertories  show  an  increase  over  the  previous  year 

°f  In  addition  to  the  sum  given  in  the  account,  the  collec- 
tions on  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month  amounting 
aeL'reeate  to  $144.06  were  handed  to  the  Rev.  L.  C.  irwine 
for  thl  re  fief =  of  the  poor,  and  this  money  was  expended 
in  food,  medicine,  clothing,  and  sundry  other  aids,  distr.bu- 

^D»aP,«rP,hP5  have  been  „o  Services  held  in 
the  Church,  45  Celebrations  of  Holy  Communion  to  78z 
(  ommunicants  on  Sundays,  besides  two  Celebrations ion 
Easter  and  Christmas  when  66  and  83  persons  Communi- 

"l-here  were  23  Baptisms,  8  Marriages,  and  .3  Burials 

aUfeSei.rM  of  the  present  low  value  of  Silver  and 
the  enhanced  prices  of  all  necessaries  of  life  the  Commi  tee 
have  deemed  it  right  to  increase  the  stipend  of  the  Incum- 


Yokohama,  |anuary  a4th,  l8^"  Wh,ttau.(  Hon.  Treasurer 

I  have  examined  the  Accounts  with  vouchers  «niRf»»n^Tt-he 
same  correct.  J' 

The  Chairman  said  the  next  business  was  t\ 
election  of  a  new  committee. 

M.  .  LOWDER—  I  propose  that  instead  of  a  new 
committee,  the  old  committee  be  re-elected. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  willing  10  se.ve 
again,  and  he  thought  the  other  con.m.ltee-n.en 
were  also  willing,  so  he  would  declare  them  duly 
re-elected.  .    .  ., 

The  Chairman — There  is  one  mailer  I  should 
ike  to  make  a  slight  reference  to,  before 
parting.  Mrs.  Till  and  some  other  ladies,  whose 
names  are  unknown  to  me,  have  presented  an 
altar  cloth  to  the  Church.  There  .s  no  men 
tion  of  this  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
because,  in  the  fi.st  place,  it  was  not  fo.  mall) 
presented  lo  them,  and  I  understand  it  was 
not  presented   by  any   one  person.    It   was  „o 

presented  in  1893.  eilllel  •  so    ,,,at   fl  ^  , 
come  within  the  range  of  the  report  for  last  yea, 
having  been  presented  some  time  ...  January,  and 
it  waf  purposely  left  out.    I  think  that  we  should 
not  be  adequately  returning  our  thanks  to  thus 
ladies  for  their  handsome  present  unless  we  ex 
press  our  acknowledgements  lo  them  publicly  at 
this  meeting.— (Applause.) 
This  concluded  the  business. 


DEDICATION  OF   THE  BYRON- 
STONE-CLARK  HALL  AT  THE 
DOSHISHA. 

-  -♦-  — 

The  loth  of  January  was  a  day  of  joy  and  glad- 
ness at  the  Doshisha  School,  in  Kyoto.  Graduates 
and  f.  iends  galhe.  ed  from  different  parts  of  Japan, 
and  joined  with  the  faculty  and  students  ...  lie  o> 
dicalion  of  another  fine  brick  and  stone  building, 
—the  Theological  Hall.  The  tablet  Hi  the  main 
passage  is  f.amed  in  a  marble  arch  and  reads:— 

THIS  BUILDING  WAS  ERECTED 
•  IN 

MEMORY 

BYRON-STONE-CLARK 

OF 

BROOKLYN,   N.Y.,  U.S.A., 

Who  Died  Jan.  1891. 
Aged  Twenty-three  Years. 

The  Study  o£  the  Word  of  God 
Was  Dear  to  Him. 


The  mother  of  this  young  man  fust  thought  of 
erecting  a  manorial  ball  in  connection  with  some 
mission  school  in  Turkey,  bul  was  induced  to  be 
stow  her  gift  of  $11,500  (gold)  on  the  Doshisha. 
Thus  all  the  departments  of  the  g. owing  schoo 
now  seem  lo  be  well  provided  will,  substantial 
buildings,  the  conspicuous  row  consisting  of  Re- 
citation Hall,  Chapel,  Science  Hall,  ll.eolog.cal 
Hall,  while  across  the  street  is  the  large  Library. 

As  the  audience  room  in  the  new  hall  could  not 
begin  to  hold  those  who  gathered,  the  chapel  was 
used  for  the  afternoon  services.  The  spirit  ot 
the  great  meeting  was  one  of  deep  earnestness  m 
evangelical  faith  combined  with  a  broad  and  fear- 
less sympathy  with  truth.  Dr.  Icluhara  acting  Pre- 
sident of  the  School,  in  the  opening  address,  stated 
that  the  object  of  the  School  was  to  look  broadly 
out  upon  the  needs  of  all  Japan,  while  avoiding, 
on  the  one  band,  the  extreme  of  a  toleration  that 
amounted  to  indifference,  and  on  the  other  baud, 
that  extreme  which  seeks  to  build  up  a  sec.a,  .an 
religion.     There  should  be  the  broadesl  scholar- 


„,ip  united  to  the  deepest  sympathy  with  the 
p.actical  needs  of  Japan,  ill  which  even  widows 
and  orphans  should  not  be  ovei  looked. 

Rev.  G.  E.  Albrechl's  address  of  an   hour  on 
"  The  Authority  of  the  Sc.  iptu.es,"  showed  a  ripe- 
ness of  scholarship  that  cannot  fail  to  be  a  blessing 
to  the  institution  which  he  serves.     He  went  over 
the  results  of  the  recent  historical   and  critical 
studies,  showing  that  they  had  to   some  extent 
impaired  the  authoiily  that  was  supposed  to  1  eside 
in  an  infallible  Book,  and  that  the  real  authority 
must  come  front  a  piactical  realization  of  the  ex- 
pel ience  of  God  speaking  to  us  through  His  Wo.d, 
enabling  us  thus  to  say   beyond   the  shadow  of 
doubt,  I  know  the  religious  authority  of  the  Bible 
rests  in  its  spiritual  self-evidencing  power.  Any 
one  who  thus  thinks  will  not  be  shaken  by  any 
Historical  criticism,  even  though  it  should  make 
the  story  of  Abraham  a  parable— which,  however, 
it  is  not  likely  to  do. 

One  may  go  up  and  down  Japan  for  a  longtime 
and  fail  to  hear  in  Japanese,  by  a  foreigner,  an 
extempore  discourse  so  rapidly  and  idiomatically 
given,  and  so  well  sustained  lo  ll.e  end,  as  the  one 
delivered  al  the  Doshisha  on  the  30th. 

He  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  K.  Miyagawa,  who 
never  speaks  to  a  sleepy  audience.     His  subject, 
"  The  Christianity  of  Christ  "  showed  that  he  was  on 
the  war  path  lo  some  extent.     His  severe  ariaign- 
ment  of  denominations,  who  so  exalt  their  peculiar 
tenets  as  vi.tually  lo  hide  the  Chi  ist  they  profes- 
sedly come  to  .eveal,  is  needed,  and  will  be  needed 
here  and  eve.yvvhe.e,  until  the  Chinch  of  Chiist 
goes  back  to  his  law  of  mutual  love  and  helpful- 
ness.     The    speaker    went  on    lo  say   that  the 
Japanese  were  somewhat  like  the  prophets  of  old, 
n  lhat  ihey  have  an  intuitive  knowledge  of  moral 
uulh  to  a  remarkable  degiee  ;  lhat  they  aie  some- 
what like  the  Bible-writers  whose  minds  weie  filled 
with  ideal  and  poetical  forms  of  tiulh,  in  that  ihe 
Japanese  heail  is  full  of  poetry  and  love  of  the 
beautiful  ;  and  as  the  Jews  were  intensely  pati  lotic, 
so  ai  e  the  Japanese.    We  therefore  are  fitted  to  mi- 
dei  stand  the  Bible  as  well  as  ihe  westerners.  But, 
alas,  we  are  all  afire  one  day,  and  cold  and  indif- 
ferent ihe  next.    We  a.e  diawn  off  into  details,  and 
neglect  the  all-comprehensive  t.  uths.    So  we  must 
study  and  sludy,  think  and  think,  year  after  year, 
on  old  and  new  lines.    Yet,  in  order  to  save  Japan, 
we  need  something  diffeienl  f.om  and  better  than 
old  or  new  theology,  we  need  lo  return  to  the  sim- 
plicity of  Chiist  and  his  teachings,  which  aie  all 
summed  up  in   two  things,    Knowing   God  the 
Father  and   His  Love,    and   Getting  into  Real 
Union  with  Him.  Willi  these  vast  and,  yet  simple, 
truths  we  can  give  life  lo  all  Japan." 

The  two  orators,  starting  from  entirely  different 
points,  ended  in  the  same  inspiring  thought,— 
exalting  the  direct  spiritual  contact  of  man  wilh 
God,  Ihe  possibility  of  immediate  union  and  com- 
munion with  the  one  Father  of  all  men. 

In  the  evening  llieie  was  a  social  meeting  in 
Clark  Hall,  of  the  theological  students,  graduates, 
pastois,  and  evangelists,  wilh  the  faculty  and 
guests,  in  which  the  same  earnest  note  of  failh  in 
God  and  in  the  cause  of  Christ  in  Japan  was  again 
sounded  by  many  speakers. 

Occasionally  fears  aie  expiessed  in  private  con- 
versations and  even  in  p.int,   lhat  the  Doshisha  is 
in   a   shaky  condition   so   far  as  its  evangelical 
faith  is  concerned.     It  is  not  impossible  to  lake 
isolated  statements  of  its  teachers  and  giaduates 
and  thus  show  up  its  lack  of  orthodoxy.    But  let 
any  one  see   the  spiiit   manifested   on  the  30th, 
or  visit  the  students'  pi  ayei-meetings,  or  atlend 
the  voluntary  church  services  on  Sunday,  and  he 
will  find,  in  my  opinion,  as  deep  and  reveient  and 
earnest  and  evangelical  a  spiiil  as  he  is  likely  to 
find  in  the  average  evangelical  chinches  of  Japan 
and  of  the  United  Slates.     It  must  be  added, 
however,  that  when  one  gets  more  into  ihe  inside 
thought    and  workings  of  the  institution,  there 
seems  to  be  a  spi.it  of  doubt  lhat  is  in  danger  of 
becoming  so  chronic  among  the  students  as  lo  un- 
fit them  for  lives  of  strong,  aggressive,  moral,  and 
spiritual  convictions,  unless  such  meetings  as  those 
of  the  30th,  or  some  other  causes,  can  make  the 
soil  it  of  faith  vastly  more  powerful  than  that  of 
doubt.  J-  H.  De  F. 

Kyoto,  January  31st,  1894. 


LETTER  FROM  AUSTRALIA. 
 +  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Healesville,  Victoria,  December  25th,  1893. 
Unusual  pressure  of  business  accounts  for  the 
long  interval  since  despatching  my  lasl  letter. 
The  Mercantile  Bank  Prosecution,  on  which  S 
commented  in  my  last  communication  lo  you,  hal 
been  proceeding  slowly.    Counsel  for  the  defend- 
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.mis  has  resorted  to  some  extraordinary  modes  ol 
procedure.    One  of  these  was  an  attempt  la  prove 

that    the    law    ol    Victoiia    does    not    allow  of 

magistrates  hearing  complaints  not  bmught  for- 

waid  witliin  twelve  IT10l>tl\S  frOW  tile  date  of  the 

offence.    Tins  point  was  i ef erred'  to  tltef  Sup*  erne 

Court,  and  a  special  silting  ol  judges  was  called 
to  discuss  and  deride  it;  with  the  result  that  the 
clause  of  the  Justices'  Act  on  which  counsel  for  the 
defence  relied  was  declared  to  apply  exclusively 
id  cases  in  which  magistrates  had  summary  juris- 
diction,  anil  nut  to  indictahle  offences.  On  Friday, 
November  17th,  it  was  announced  that  the  Coin  t 
had  decided  to  Commit  for  dial  Sir  Matthew 
Davies, Chairman ;  Mr.  Muntz,  director,;  and  Mr. 
Milhdge,  general  manager  of  the  Bank,  the  chaise 
being  the  issue  of  a  false  balance  sheet.  The 
general  public  iegard  ibis  termination  of  the  in- 
quiry as  satisfactory.  Another  case  of  great 
interest  has  been  before  the  Court  for  some  90 
days,  during  which  tune  a  number  of  jurors  have 
suffered  the  protracted  strain  of  drawing  £2  2s. 
a  day,  and  banisters  have  been  paid  at  the 
rale  of  ^30  per  day.  The  tiial  referred  to  is  an 
action  brought  by  Mr.  Speight,  Chairman  of  the 
Railway  Commissioners  from  188410  1892,  against 
the  Age,  a  daily  newspaper,  for  libel.  Mr.  Speight 
is  of  opinion  that  he  lost  Ids  position  as  Chairman 
through  representations  of  mismanagement  and 
misappropriation  published  in  the  leading  columns 
of  the  Age.  The  length  of  the  tiial  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  both  counsel  for  plaintiff  and 
defendant  are  obliged  to  base  their  cases  on  the 
woiking  and  geneial  management  of  ttie  railway 
during  the  period  under  review.  The  costs  of  the 
trial  are  said  to  be  gieater  than  any  yet  known  in 
Victoria,  and  the  genei  al  opinion  seems  to  be  that, 
like  so  many  other  trials,  the  lawyers  are  the  only 
parlies  who  will  reap  any  benefit  from  it. 

The  Government  of  Victoiia  has  lately  des- 
patched an  agent,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  China,  Japan, 
and  various  other  countaies,  whose  mission  is  to 
take  meastnes  for  opening  up,  or  fuither  develop- 
ing, as  the  case  may  require,  trade  between 
Victoria  and  the  lands  visited. 

Statistics  bearing  on  the  increase  ofciiniein 
Victoiia  have  lately  been  attracting  public  atten- 
tion. It  seems  that  Victoi  ia  shows  a  blacker  re- 
cord than  any  of  the  other  colonies.  Here  is  a 
comparison  between  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoiia  for  ttie  period  1881-91  : — 
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The  following   table   shows   the  consumption  of 
drink  in  Australian  Colonies  during  the  year  1 891 . 

♦Equiva- 
lents in 
Alcohol 

Colony,  Beer.         Spirit.       Wine.  (Proof 

Spirit). 
Gal. 

West  Austrialia ...  11-23       i'47       4'I2  4'I5 

Victoria    17.23  ,     1. 19        1-72       3  93 

New  South  Wales  11-42        I'll        0  84  2*83 

Queensland    10-56        I'l6        O.64  2-72 

South  Australia  ...  11-23        0  65        166  2-6l 

Tasmania    9-29       064       017  r88 

New  Zealand   7-65        0-70        0-17  1-74 

•  Mean  for  Australia,  2  93  gals. 
The  subject  of  the  increase  of  crime  in  Victoria 
and  its  causes  has  been  discussed  freely  in  the 
press  and  on  the  platform.  The  religious  section 
of  the  public  aie  confident  that  the  absence  of 
biblical  leaching  from  the  State  Schools  is  the 
chief  cause  of  ttie  present  downwaid  course  of 
the  Colony.  Seculaiisls  are  equally  confident  that 
the  low  lone  of  molality  which  prevails  is  to  be 
traced  to  other  souices.  I  think  it  is  admitted  on 
all  sides  that  parental  authority  exists  in  few 
families  among  ihe  lower  orders.  The  boys  and 
girls  of  the  peasant  class  aie  objectionally  forward 
and  conceited,  to  a  degiee  hardly  leached  even  by 
the  would  be  instructors  ol  statesmen  in  Japan. 
To  a  stranger  the  lone  and  manner  of  the  typical 
Australian  semi  educated  youth  are  most  repulsive. 
There  ai  e  few  places  in  the  world  where,  combined 
with  no  small  amount  of  outward  piofession  of  re- 
ligion, morality  is  at  so  low  an  ebb  as  in  Victoria. 


In  the  nnijoiity  ol  families,  cluldien  in  I  hell  teens 

aie  allowed  to  contiaci   what    connection  lliey 

please  with  school  ma  I  is  and  acquaintances,  with 
the  ret>ull  that  in  the  knowledge  nf  evil  the  I. id 
or  giil  of    fifteen  is  a  peifecl   savant.     It  is  gene 

1  ally  supposed  that  in  most  countries  immorality 
is  mora  prsvaleill  in  towns  than  in  country  dis- 
tricts. This  ceitainly  does  not  apply  to  Victoiia. 
In  fact  I10111  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  I 
should  say  that  the  contiaiy  was  the  case.  Yet 
notwithstanding  this  stale  of  affaiis,  which  llle 
cleigy  of  late  have  emphasized  in  public,  the 
Colony  is  dolled  over  with  chinches  and  chapels  J 
little  towns  of  some  500  inhabitants  often  boast- 
ing of  five  or  six  places  of  worship,  Judging  by 
ihe  magnificent  buildings  which  one  sees  on  all 
sides,  the  church  has  hitherto  been  well  suppoi  led. 
Dining  the  boom  time  bet  coffers  weie  filled  with 
the  easily  obtained  coin  of  her  supporters.  She 
is  at  piesent  suffeiing  fiom  the  geneial  depies- 
sion,  and  has  been  foiced,  in  many  instances,  to 
Cut  tail  her  opeiations  in  various  ways.  The 
effoitsof  the  cleigydo  little  to  stem  the  tide  of 
immorality  thai  exists.  Heie,  as  elsewhere,  re- 
spectability demands  that  ihe  church  be  suppoi  ted, 
and  the  conseivative  instincts,  which  it  is  so  hard 
lo  extinguish  in  the  Englishman,  prompt  him  to 
prop  up  this  time-honoured  institution.  But  any  in- 
terference with  his  freedom  of  action,  any  crusade 
against  his  racing,  betting,  and  general  speculat- 
ing pi  opensilies,  the  Austialian  will  not  biook. 
He  has  a  creed  of  his  own,  eveiy  ailicle  of  which 
is  dear  to  him.  Without  it,  life  to  him  woidd  not 
be  woilh  living.  This  creed  is  a  pure  pioducl  of 
the  colony.  It  has  giown  out  of  the  experiences 
of  old  settlers,  and  so  suits  the  nature  of  the  rising 
geneiatiou  that  no  persuasion  is  needed  to  insure 
its  adoption.  On  this  subject  I  shall  have  more  to 
say  on  some  fuluie  occasion. 

Gi  eat  efforts  are  being' made  to  pushAiisltalian 
wines  in  Europe.  One  great  difficulty  in  effecting 
sales  of  Colonial  wines  in  Eui  ope  hitherto,  has  been 
the  great  alcoholic  strength  of  these  wines  as  com- 
pared will  those  of  Fiance  and  Germany.  It  has 
been  ascertained  by  a  caieful  analysis,  that  Aus- 
tralian wines  are  half  as  strong  again  in  alcohol  as 
French  and  German.  This  fact  is  accounted  for 
by  the  gieat  sugar  strength  of  Victorian  musts  as 
compared  with  those  of  Germany  and  France. 
The  acidity  is  also  lower,  and  though  not  much 
lower  absolutely,  it  is  much  lower  in  relation  to 
equal  quantities  of  sugar.  Sugar  gives  half  its 
weight  of  alcohol  ;  accordingly,  the  average  Vic- 
toiia n  must  of  1 893  would,  if  completely  fermented, 
give  a  wine  containing  I2'8  grammes  per  100  c.c., 
while  the  aveiage  Get  man  and  French  must,  weie 
all  its  sugai  fei  mented,  would  give  a  wine  contain- 
ing 8  5  grammes  of  alcohol  per  100  c.c,  the  actual 
average  strength  of  German  wines  being  76 
grammes  per  100  c.c  In  order  to  suit  the  palates 
of  European  wine  di  iukei  s,  a  deer  ease  in  the  sugar 
strength,  that  is,  the  alcoholic  stiength  of  Austra- 
lian wines,  and  an  increase  of  their  acidity  are 
absolutely  essential.  Thiscan  beeffected  hygather- 
ing  t  he  gi  apes  at  an  eai  liei  stage  of  1  ipeness  than 
has  hitherto  been  the  practice.  On  this  subject  it 
is  inter  esting  to  know  that  as  long  ago  as  1851,  the 
great  Leibig  (Letters  on  Chemistry,  third  edition) 
says: — "The  fi  ee  acids  which  aie  pi  esenl  in  the 
fermenting  juice  lake  a  most  decided  part  in  the 
formation  of  those  aromatic  matteis  upon  which 
odour  and  flavout  depend.  The  wines  of  Soulhei  n 
l  egions  are  produced  from  pei  fectly  1  ipe  grapes  ; 
they  contain  tartar,  but  not  fi  ee  organic  acids. 
They  scaicely  possess  the  characteristic  odour  of 
wine,  and  with  respect  to  bouquet  or  flavour  they 
cannot  bear  a  compaiison  with  the  noble  French 
or  Rhenish  wines."  There  is  no  doubt  a  gieat 
future  for  Australian  wines.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  climate  of  Vic  to  1  ia  to  pi  event  the  pioduclionof 
wines  equal  to  those  of  France  and  Germany,  and 
experienced  vine-groweis  assert  that  when  gi  apes 
are  grown  on  an  extensive  scale,  wine  can  be  sup 
plied  at  cheaper  rates  than  those  now  pi  evading 
for  continental  wines." 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  January  131I1. 

At  the  University  Congregational  Chin ch  last 
Sunday  evening  Prof.  Edmund  Buckley,  formei  ly 
of  the  Doshisha  University,  gave  an  address  on 
"The  Future  of  Religion  in  Japan." 

The  new  U.S.  Minister  to  Korea  is  Mr.  John 
M.  Hill,  of  Michigan. 

The  following  clipping  from  ihe  Inter-Ocean 
speaks  for  it  self,  and  depicts  an  unfortunate  stale 
of  affaiis  for  a  land  of  liberty  :  — 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Jan.  J. — Special  ! elegram. —  Nineteen  friendless, 
and  thoroughly  disheartened  contraband  Chinamen  have  been 
lying  cooped  up  in  the  W-*yne  County  Jail  for  nineteen  months, 
with  a  good  prospect  of  lying  in  the  same  wretched  condition 
for  at  least  three  years  to  come.    The  Chinamen  are  awaiting 


result  of  jiii  appeal  from  a  dfr-itlon  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court,  where  thry  were  convicted  of  being  In  the  Country  un- 
lawfully, i  he  privilege  ol  fuml-hing  bonds  has  been  drilled 
1I1    rhiiiftinen  under  I  rule. 

Ihe  (  hinamen  have  hid  a  streak  of  hard  link.  They  have 
been  deserted  by  their  own  countrymen  and  every  one  elite  with 
the  exception  of  Iheir  attorney,  I'.  I..  Brooke.  He  to  k  the 
trouble  last  October  to  write  to  the  Chinese  Minister  at  Waali* 
button  anil  told  him  the  condition  of  the  Chinamen  here  Ihe 
Minister  did  not  reply  to  the  communication. 

Mr.  Brooke  has  ultro  written  to  Attorney-ficnernl  Olney 
asking  that,  in  view  of  the  terrible  position  of  the  t  hinamen, 
lie  order  their  release  on  bail  or  advance  their  curie,  but  the 
appeal  had  no  effect.  Asalstant-District-Attorney  r'inney  thinki 
that  something  should  be  done  to  get  t lie  C hinamen  out  of  the 
jail  and  has  written  to  the  Altorney-tieneral  explaining  the  case. 
But  his  appeal  had  no  more  etlect  than  that  of  Mr.  Brooke's. 

Hawaiian  affairs  Still  con  I  in  11  e  to  form  the  most 
Absorbing  topic  of  the  hour.  The  sudden  aitival 
of  ihe  U.S.  revenue  cuttei  Corviin  ai  San 
Francisco  fiom  Honolulu  caused  tremendous  ex- 
citement, and  set  flying  the  wildest  rumours. 
Some  thought  that  our  Minister  Willis,  having 
received  his  passpotls  from  the  Provisional  Go- 
vetment,  was  on  board;  otheis  that  the  ex  Queen 
had  been  brought  over  to  this  counti  y  ;  and  still 
others  lhat  President  Dole  and  all  his  cabinet 
were  pi  isoners  on  the  cuttei  !  'The  secrecy  main- 
tained by  all  connected  wilh  ihe  Coriuin  only 
enhanced  the  mysteiy  and  whetted  public  curi- 
osity. "  Paramount  Commissioner  "  Blount  was 
at  once  summoned  fiom  his  home  in  Macon, 
Georgia,  to  Washington,  and  is  now  at  the 
Capital.  On  the  8th  instant,  a  Canadian  Pacific 
sleamer  arrived  at  Vancouver  with  advices  from 
Honolulu  to  January  1st.  The  reports  fiom  there 
all  said  that  Minister  Willis  had  made  a  formal 
demand  on  the  Piovisional  Government  lo  sur- 
render ;  that,  after  the  first  excitement,  everything 
was  quiet;  that  ihe  provisional  government  had 
taken  Willis's  demand  under  formal  consideration, 
and  would  undoubtedly  decline  to  yield  ;  and  that 
Hawaii  would  stand  firm  against  the  restoration  of 
Liliuokalani,  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
of  the  U.S.  Senate  is  still  investigating,  and  has  had 
Blount  before  it.  In  the  open  Senate  both  Davis 
(Rep.),  of  Minnesota,  and  Turpie  (Dem.),  of 
Indiana,  have  made  fierce  attacks  on  the  admini- 
strative policy.  Everybody  is  anxiously  awaiting 
later  news  from  Hawaii  by  the  City  of  Peking 
abeady  post  due  at  San  Francisco. 

The  most  recent  news  from  the  scene  of  war  in 
Brazil  is  that  the  insurgents  are  preparing  to 
make  another  attack  011  Rio  Janeiio,  and  have 
succeeded  in  running  the  blockade  of  the  forts  at 
the  entrance  of  ihe  bay.  A  rumour  (hat  Presi- 
dent Peixoto  has  resigned  as  yet  lacks  verification. 

Senator  William  Lindsay  ( Dem.) ,  of  Kentucky, 
has  been  honoured  with  a  re-election. 

Hon.  T.  L.  Johnson  (Dem.),  of  Ohio,  has  made 
a  fierce  attack  in  ihe  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  Wilson  Tariff  Bill,  because  it  does  not  go  for 
enough  toward  free-trade.  He  would  like  to  see 
passed  such  a  radical  bill  as  this  : — 

Section  I.  All  import  dmiesand  corresponding  internal  re- 
venue duties  are  hereby  abolished,  and  all  officials  engaged  in 
collecting  such  duties  are  hereby  discharged. 

Section  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed 
to  sell  all  custom-houses  and  revenue  cutters,  and  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds into  the  treasury. 

The  upper  mill  stone  of  high  protection,  and  the 
nether-mill  stone  of  absolute  free-trade,  threaten 
to  crush  Prof.  Wilson's  moderate  and  reasonable 
tariff  reform  measure. 

The  Central  Relief  Association  of  ibis  city  is 
doing  a  giand  woi  k  in  the  line  of  charity.  Money, 
clothing,  and  food  are  fieely  and  geneiously  con- 
tributed. All  persons  who  have  a  fixed  income 
have  been  tn  ged  to  give  to  chai  ity  one  day's  eani- 
ings.  The  eighth  annual  charity  ball  was  success- 
ful in  laising  $17,000,  the  largest  amount  ever  re- 
alized in  that  way. 

The  weather,  though  a  ti  ifle  colder,  is  still  not 
severe,  and  is  favouring  the  poor.  "The  oldest 
inhabitant  "  has  never  known  the  like  of  it,  a 
severe  December  and  a  mild  January.  From 
Thanksgiving  Day  to  Chi  isl  mas  Day  snow,  winds, 
and  bitter  cold;  since  Christmas  no  snow,  light 
winds,  and  mild  weather  with  plenty  of  sunshine. 
The  weather  piophetsaie  all  astray:  their  sure 
signs  have  all  failed.  But  we  may  yet  experience 
enough  winter  ! 

By  a  recent  decision  of  the  Courts  some  lands 
neai  Ashland,  Wisconsin,  have  become  open  for 
settlement;  and,  up  lo  date,  almost  50,000  acres 
have  been  coveted  by  applications. 

Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Peabody,  prominent  in  edu- 
cational and  philanthropic  wotk,  and  well  known 
as  ihe  first  lo  introduce  the  kindergarten  system 
inlo  the  United  Slates,  died  the  other  day. 

On  the  3rd  inst,  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  visited  by  a 
disastrous  conflagiation  which  left  "  the  best  por- 
tion of  the  business  centre  of  ihe  city  a  mass  of 
smoking  ruins."  The  loss  has  been  estimated  at 
$1,500,000. 

"  The  White  City,"  whose  beauty,  it  had  been 
hoped,  would  not  immediately  disappear,  has 
been- sadly  marred  by  a  fiie  which  bioke  out  last 
Monday  about  6  p.m.  in  the  Casino.  The  01  igin  of 
Ihe  fiie  is  in. known;  its  rapid  spread  is  now  too 
well  known.  The  Agricultural  Building,  fortunate- 
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]y  was  saved  ;  b.H  ttie  beautiful  Pe.  istyle  was  ruin- 
ed, the  Music  Hall  completely  destroyed,  and  the 
Manufactures  Building  considerably  damaged, 
both  outside  and  inside,  by  fi.  e,  smoke,  and  water. 

It  is  scaicely  necessaiy  to  say  that  people 
rushed  to  Jackson  Park  as  soon  as  they  heard 
of  the  fire.  Not  only  did  almost  all  Hyde  Park 
turnout:  but  fiom  all  over  the  city,  even  miles 
away,  they  hurried  to  see  a  fiie  which  might  have 
destroyed  all  the  Exposition  buildings. 

The  foreign  commissionei  s  and  exhibitors,  whose 
goods  had  not  been  removed  from  the  Manu- 
factures Building,  were  naturally  excited  and 
wonied,  especially  as  all  goods  were  in  bond. 
Commissionei  Matsudaiia  secured  permission  to 
can  y  out  the  Japanese  exhibits  ;  but,  finally  seeing 
that  his  section  was  out  of  reach  of  danger,  did 
not  act  upon  it.  Piesident  Harper  and  Dr.  Good- 
speed,  of  the  University,  were  there  to  look  after 
the  big  Yeikes  telescope.  The  French  suffered 
thewoist,  and  will  piobably  prefer  a  claim  for 
damages.  The  whole  loss,  outside  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  buildings,  is  estimated  at  about 
$100  000.  One  fi.emen  was  killed,  and  two  were 
injured.  It  is  unfortunate  that  all  the  exhibits 
had  not  been  removed  before  January  1st.  The 
fault  is  said  to  lie  with  the  U.S.  customs  officers 
and  the  railroads. 

The  tiustees  of  the  Field  Columbian  Museum 
announce  that  the  doois  of  that  institution  will  be 
opened  May  1st.  . 

A  plebiscite,  lecently  taken  in  the  province  of 
Ontaiio,  lesulted  in  almost  100,000  majority  for 
prohibition.  Not  only  countiy,  but  cities  also, 
voted  for  prohibition,  Toronto  giving  more  than 
2,000  majority.  In  this  election  for  the  first  time, 
female  suffrage  was  exeicised  to  a  limited  extent. 

Rev.  Dr.  Tupper,  a  Baptist  pastor  ill  Denver, 
Col.,  having  been  in  communication  with  various 
ministers  of  Baptist  and  Christian  Churches,  an- 
nounces  his  belief  that  there  will  soon  be  effected 
a  union  of  both  denominations. 

Thai  the  Chicago  Graphic  appreciates  the  justice 
of  Japan's  claims  for  Treaty  Revision  is  herein 
plain  : — 

Jai.an  exhibits  its  progressives  by  asserting  as  its  right  the 
power  to  try  foreigners  guilty  of  violation  of  local  laws  before 
Japanese  courts.  When  the  treaties  were  made  with  other 
nations,  about  thirty  years  ago,  there  were  comparatively  few 
subjects  of  other  countries  in  Japan,  and  ,t  was  agreed  that 
foreigners  should  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  their  respective 
countries,  the  cons  Is  being  vested  with  authority  in  such  cases. 
These  treaties  having  expired,  |apan  claims  the  right  to  adopt 
the  same  laws  relating  to  trial  of  foreigners  as  prevail  in  oth-r 
countries.  Popular  feeling  is  represe.ned  as  being  very  strong 
on  Ihe  issue,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  introduction  of  two  anti- 
foreign  b  lis  was  the  cause  of  the  adjournment  recently  01  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  two  weeks.  It  is  not  probable  tha 
any  feeling  will  be  aroused  agains  t  foreign  residents,  as  alt  will 
readily  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  Japanese  Government  a 
claim  to  the  exercise  of  full  po  ice  powers  within  its  domains. 

"The  Stoiy  of  Japan,"  by  Dr.  David  Mini  ay, 
as  No.  39  of  the  Stories  of  the  Nations.  Set  ies,  has 
just  been  published  by  Geo.  P.  Putunm's  Sons. 
It  contains  maps  and  illustrations  and  costs  $1.50 
in  cloth  binding.  . 

In  Nitobe's  "  Intercourse  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Japan  "  is  found  the  following  interest 
ing  anecdole  :— A  very  significant  stoiy  is  told  of 
the  celebrated  Prince  of  Mito  [Mitstikuni],  a 
grandson  of  Iyeyasu.  Among  his  retainers  was 
a  Christian  believer,  who  was  well-known  for  his 
loyally  and  bravery.  He  made  no  secret  of  his 
faith  and  used  to  cany  a  banner  with  a  cross  on  it. 
The  piince  summoned  him  to  his  presence  and 
asked  him  ihe  "reason  of  the  hope  that  was  in  him." 
In  answer  thereto,  the  man  held  out  a  Chinese  Tes 
tamem,  adding  that  his  whole  hope  was  toSbe  found 
therein.  Mito  read  and  re-read  it  with  increasing 
inteiesl.  Finally  he  shut  the  book  and  wrote  on 
its  cover: — "Suiely  this  is  a  wondeiful  book, 
worthy  of  acceptance.  Its  effect  is  to  create  in  the 
believer  a  longing  for  liberty  and  fteedoni,  for 
which  the  present  slate  of  our  country  is  not  ripe." 
He  [then]  sealed  the  book,  and  wrote  upon  it  [ihe 

sea|]  ;  <•  Mito  Komon  forbids   this  book   to  be 

opened.  [Compare  story  concerning  Nariaki, 
eighth  Piince  of  MilO,  as  related  on  page  14, 
of  Vol.  XVIII.,  Part  I.,  of  Ihe  "Transactions  of 
the  Asiatic  Society  of  Japan  "]. 

Rev.  \V.  E.  Giiffis,  D.D.,has  a  valuable  article 
on  "Social,  Anistic,  and  Literaiy  Holland"  in  this 
January  Chantaugifn. 

Piesident  Andrews,  of  Brown  Univeislty,  has 
declined  a  vei  y  flatlet  ing  offei  lb  become  co-Pre 
sident  of  1  he  University  of  Chicago. 

The  Chicago  Relief  and  Aid  Society  finds  work 
for  ihe  unemployed  in  its  wood  yard  ;  hut  it  is  now 
embarrassed,  because  it  can  not  find  customers  for 
ihe  slabs,  kindling  and  hard  wood,  thus  supplied. 

R.  G.  Dun  and  Co's.  Weekly  Review  of  Trade 
says  this  morning  :  — 

HusinesshHS  distinctly  improved  since  the  new  year  came, 
and  the  gain  is  no  longer  visible  in  speculative  markets  only. 
It  is  the  only  kind  of  improvement  that  has  in  it  pos-ibilities  of 
lasting,  because  it  is  based  upon  actual  increase  in  the  produc- 
tion by  industries.  As  all  rejoice  to  see  it,  there  is,  perhaps,  a 
little  disposition  to  reckon  the  gain  greater  than  it  is  as  yet,  but 
several  large  establishments  have  started  with  part  force,  hoping 
to  increase,  and  more  smaller  works  have  started  than  have 
stopped. 


MOUNTAINEERING  IN  THE  JAPAN- 
ESE ALPS. 


By  Walter  Weston,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S.,  English 
Alpine  Club. 


(CONCLUDED  FROM  JANUARY  17TH.) 

ZOSUI-BASHl  "THE  LOVERS*  BRIDGE." 

"  Mukasht-mukashi"    "Once  upon   a  time," 
my  informant  began,  "when  first  these  villages 
were  founded  on  either  side  of  the  river's  banks, 
their  inhabitants  used  to  have  hardly  any  intei- 
course  with  each  other  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  across  from  side  to  side  of  so  wide  and 
swift  a  stream.    But  it  chanced  that  amongst  the 
men  of  Shimajima  there  was  one,  Abe  by  name, 
who  had  fallen  in  love  with  a  certain   O  Seisu 
("  Miss  Constance"  we  should  call  her  if  she  had 
been  English),  a  young  lady  living  in  Hashiba.who, 
in  spite  ofthedifficnlly  of  love-making  at  a  distance, 
showed  unmistakably  that  she  returned  his  affec- 
tion.   Whether,  as  they  gazed  upon  each  other 
across  the  intervening  current,    "distance  lent 
enchantment  to  the  view"  has  not  transpired,  but 
certain  il  is  that  some  means  were  found  of  coin 
municating  their  sentiments  to  each  other  and  of 
settling  upon  a  happy  plan  for  the  consummation 
of  their  affection.    The  suggestion,  a  result  of 
long  and  anxious  cogitation  on  the  lady's  pait, 
was  duly  communicated  by  her  and  carried  out  by 
Lhem  both  in  concert.    For,  returning  to  theii 
homes,  they  set  to  woi  k  to  cut  down  their  expenses 
of  living  by  hencefoilh  abjuring  all  such  luxtnies 
as  rice  and  daikon,  and  confining  themselves  to 
Ihe  meanest  food  in  the  shape  of  Bosui,  a  pottage 
of  the  cheapest  vegetables  and  herbs  they  could 
get.  By  this  means  they  each  succeeded  in  saving 
enough  money  to  be  able  to  buy  a  pine-tree,  the 
pair  of  which,  stripped  of  their  branches,  they 
fastened  to  their  respective  sides  of  the  ti  verso 
as  make  ihe  ends  meet  in  mid-stream.    On  the 
slender  bridge  thus  thrown  across  the  water,  the 
gallant  swain   passed  over  to  claim  his  faithful 
biide,  and  so,  of  course,  they  "  lived  happily  ever 
afterwards;"   while,   in  commemoration    of  the 
romantic  episode,  a  proper  bridge  was  built  in  the 
orthodox  way  and  given  the  name  which  its  sue 
cessor  still  beais  "  Zbsuibashi ." 

When  Wednesday  morning  bt  oke,  the  weathei 
still  showed  little  signs  of  clearing  up,  though  Ka 
moiiji  assured  me  that  even  if  it  did  il  would  be  use 
less  to  stai  t  to  day,  as  ihe  heavy  rains  of  the  last  fev 
days  would  have  so  swollen  the  riveis  in  the  hills 
that  il  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  make  the  pas 
sages  we  had  before  us.    However,  as  the  day  w  ire 
on,  the  rain  ceased  and  the  air  began  to  clear,  and1 
soon  a  perceptible  diminution  of  the  now  roat  ing 
torrent  gladdened  our  eyes.    From  observations 
of  the  sides  of  the  channel,  and  of  rocks  in  mid- 
river,  we  saw  that  the  level  of  the  stream  had 
risen  at  least  a  dozen  feet,  but  it  was  only  several 
weeks  afterwards  that  I  learnt  how  destructive 
these  heavy  rains  had  been  in  the  effects  they  pro- 
duced on  the  volumes  of  the  larger  riveis  running 
into  the  sea  on  the  East  and  West  coasts.  The 
unfortunate  towns  and  villages  in  the  Gifu  distiict 
had  suffered  te.ribly,  while  the  Jindzu-gawa  had 
also  overflowed  its  banks  in  the  plain  of  ElchlU, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Toyama,  and  done  much 
damage.     The  cause  of  disaster  further  afield, 
however,  had  very  different  effects  here,  the  "har- 
vest of  the  waters"  being  so  plentiful   lhat  the 
fishermen  were  in  high  glee  at  their  good  fottune, 
and  a  special  bon  (feast)  was  proclaimed  to  cele 
brate  it.    The  result  was  that  a  number  of  youths, 
who  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  affai. 
leally,  happened   to   light  upon   my  inn   as  the 
rendezvous  for  their  caiousals,  and  for  hours  made 
night  hideous  with  their  insane  childish  revellings. 
Moreover,  by  way  of  adding  insult  to  injury,  when 
a  few  days  later  I  called  for  my  bill  on  leaving  the 
place,  I  found  they  had-actually  caused  me  to  be 
charged  with  the  sake  they  ha*i  swilled  ! 

THE  TOK.UGO  TOGE. 
Thursday  dawned  bright  and  clear,  and  at  7.15 
a.m.  I  left  Hashiba  with  Nakaza wa,  Kamonji,  and 
another  hunter  for  the  hut  which  stands  at  the 
baseof  Myojindakeby  the  side  of  the  Adzusagawa, 
just  where  that  liver  takes  an  abrupt  turn  in  its 
downward  course  from  its  source  in  Ihe  snows  on 
Yarigatake's  rocky  slopes.  To  reach  the  hut,  one 
has  to  pass  up  the  valley  of  a  fine  mountain  tor- 
rent which  falls  into  the  Adzusagawa  just  below 
Hashiba,  and  near  the  head  of  which  a  steep  path 
winds  up  a  densely  wooded  spur  of  Kasumigalake 
and  crosses  it  by  what  is  known  as  the  Tokugo 
(or  Tokumoto)  t<^e.  Yr-a.  by  year  ihe  Agricul- 
tural Boanl  is  improving  the  path,  and  appears  lo 
contemplate  carrying  il  over  a  parallel  iange  of 
hills,    on    Ihe   tight    bank    of    the  Adzusagawa, 


already  to  have  existed.    As  far  as  ihe  hut  in 
question,  the  route  10  Myojindake  is  the  same  as 
lhat  lo  Yatigatake  which  I  attempted  to  describe 
when  writing  of  that  delightful  expedition  a  year 
ago  in   these  columns.    I  was  now  for  the  fifth 
time  passing  along  the  beautiful  valley  whose 
charms  seem  fresher  than  ever,  and  whose  rocky 
walls,  and  torrent-dinned  lavines,  ever  and  again 
opening  up  some  side  view  of  lovely  vales  on  either 
hand,  present  new  points  of  inteiesl.    "What  a 
gallery  of  lovely  pictures!"  exclaimed  Nakazawa 
as  we  reached   a  magnificent  bluff,  which  rises 
sheer  from  the  water's  edge  opposite  to  a  little 
rustic  shrine  erected  by  some  hunter  on  the  side 
of  the  path  about  a  couple  of  miles  from  Hashiba. 
Two  miles  further  on   we   find  ourselves  at  the 
Furo-laira,  a  neatly  level  spot  opposite  to  some 
rocks  on  the  left  bank  which  send  down  a  small 
spiing    strongly    impregnated    with    iron.  The 
water  of   this   spring  was  last  year  turned  into 
bamboo  pipes,  which  now  convey  il  across  to  the 
right  bank,  where  a  semi  enclosed  bath  house  and 
one  or  two  rude  huts  have  been  built  fot  the  ac- 
comodation of  guests  ;  who  it  is  hoped,  will  in  due 
couise  begin  to  patronize  the  establishment  for  the 
sake  of  its  strengthening  waters.    On  slopping  lo 
have  a  dial  wilh  the  old  balh-house  keeper,  who 
last  year  gave  us  a  most  delighted  welcome,  I 
found    lhat    about  five    persons  on  an  average 
daily  use    the  bath,    the   contents  of    which  aie 
artificially  heated  by  means  of  a  charcoal  stove 
and  a   pipe  which  rises  from  the  centre  of  the 
wooden  tank.    As  Kamonji  and   his  companion 
had  not  arrived,  I   decided  to  wait,  and  in  the 
meantime  I   found  that  amongst   the  visitors  at 
Furo-taira  was  the  Rikugunsho  official  who  had 
been  brought  thei e  after  his  accident,  but  having 
now  neaily  recovered  was  pluckily  reluming  lo  his 
wotk  at  the  foot  of  Myojin-dake.   From  Furolaira 
to  the  Dashi-no-sawa  hut  is  a  walk  of  about  an 
hour,  the  last  bil  being  through  a  fine  wild  gorge, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  the  river  comes  dashing 
down  over  its  rugged  bed  with  a  thunderous  roar. 
As  Kamonji  and  his  companion  had  our  provi- 
sions and  had  not  been  seen  since  shortly  after  the 
start,  we  crossed  over  the  curious  slanting  biidge 
of  pine-poles  and  sat  down  under  the  shadow  of 
the  hut  to  wait  for  their  artival,  and  our  breakfast. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  tortent,  a  patty  of 
woodcuttets  were  engaged  in  felling  the  trees  on 
the  steep  hill  side,  and  piling  it  in  large  stacks  by 
the  side  of  the  narrow  path.    It  is  then  sent  down 
the  stream  to  Matsuinoto  for  sale.     It  seems  odd 
lo  find   large   portions  of    the  forest  clad  slopes 
being    entitely    denuded    of    their    fine  limber 
in    this   way,    instead  of  being  giadually  thin- 
ned   out,    but   after    once    the  tiees  have  been 
cut  down  the  place  is  left  alone  for  twenty  or  thirty 
years.    These  forests  are  the  property  of  ihe  No- 
shomusho  (the  Agricultural  Department),  and  the 
right  to  fell  and  sell  the  limber  is  granted  on 
ceitain  conditions  lo  private  individuals. 


After  waiting  for  three  quartets  of  an  hour, 
Kamonji  and  his  companion  at  last  turned  up, 
having  with  them  a  third  coolie,  whose  help  was 
considered  necessary  on  account  of  ihe  steep  climb 
over  Ihe  toge  in  front  of  us.    After  a  heatty  meal, 
we  set  out  at  1 1 .30,  no  less  than  ii  hours  having 
been  spent  at  the  hut,  and  soon  found  ourselves  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  up  who  steep,  dark  slopes  (he 
path  now  winds  to  the  summit.     In  less  than  a 
couple  of  hours  the  highest  point  was  reached,  and 
a  halt  made  to  take  some  obsei  valions,  which 
ultimately  showed  the  attitude  to  be  7,100  feet, 
or  4,700  above  Hashiba,  and  would  indicate  that 
next  to  the  Hat  inokUoge  this  is  piobably  the  high- 
est pass  in  Japan,     ihe  nomenclature  of  the  pass 
is  a  little  puzzling,  as  I  have  at  vat  ions  times 
heard  it  referred  to  by  no  less  than  three  names, 
viz.,  Toknmoto-toge,  Tokugo-toge,  and  Kamiuchi- 
toge,  though  on  the  whole  I  think  the  second  of 
these  is  to  be  preferred,  as  being  the  best  known 
amongst  the  people  in  the  neighbouring  valley. 
The  view  from  the  top  is  interrupted  by  trees,  hut 
on  descending  a  few  feet  on  the  N.  side  one  finds 
oneself  face  to  face  with  a  picture  as  striking  as  it 
is  unexpected,  for  the  view  of  Mijojindake,  seen  at 
its  best  from  this  point, is  worthy  of  an  alpine  setting, 
and  differs  enl'uely  in  ils  grandeur  and  in  its  wild- 
ness  from  the  ordinal  y  character  of  Japanese  hill 
scenery.    A  steep  path,  much  improved  during  the 
last  two  years,  falls  steeply  down  or  near  the  bed  of 
a  rough  torrent,  and  leads  thiough  a  forest  glade  to 
iheTokugo  hut,  a  small  wooden  place  with  acouple 
of  rooms,  elected  by  the  Agricultural  Depattment. 
This  is  occasionally  tenanted  by  some  herdsman  or 
other  in  charge  of  a  few  cattle  sent  over  during 
the  hot  summer  months  for  pasturage  from  the 
Matsuinoto  plain.    On  the  way  down  a  fine  view 
of  the  triangular  top  of  Jonendake  tises  far  up 
the  wild  glen  of  the  uppei  waters  of  the  Adzusa- 
me  rt..z„sagawa,   gawa,  which  immediately  below  us  sweeps  round 
down  to  the  vaUey   of   G.mada,  with  which   in    westwards  at  the  base  of  Myojindake,  whose  ste,  n, 
begone  ye  u  s  communication  of  Some  sou  seems  1  granite  cliffs,  seamed  with  long  slopes  of  gl.ste.i- 
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ing  kikow,  tower  steeply  almost  from  the  water's 

edge.     'I'll e  lull  stands  at  an  altitude  of  5.100  feel, 

a  couple  of, hundred  yaids  from  the  1.  u  bank  of 
(Inr  slieam,  anil  is  a  good  Starting  point  for  the 
ascent  of  Yaiigatake  il    one  is  prepared  to  sleep 

out  on  the  descent  from  that  peak,    I  arrived  at 

llie  hut  at  3.30,  u  leisuiely  descent  having  talten 

about  \i  hours,  ami  just  succeeded  in  escaping 
some  smart  showers  which  came  down  almost  im 
mediately  after waids.    Later  on  in  the  afternoon 
Kamonji  and  the  other  men  turned  up,  but  after 
depositing  then  burdens,  and  promising  to  be  ready 
to  start  at  daybreak,  they  crossed  the  river  at  the 
ford  near  the  hut  in  oider  to  spend  the  night  al 
a  little  pi  ivate  shanty  built  by  Kamonji  himself  as 
a  soil  of  hunting-box  when  in    quest  of  trout  in 
the  neighbouring  streams,  and  of  chamois  and 
beais  on   tlie  adjoining  mountains.  Nakazawa, 
who  went  with  him  just  to  see  what  the  place  was 
like,  returned  the  same  evening,  bringing  with  him 
dozen  tan  sized  trout,  which,  when  toasted  at  the 
fire  we  made  in  the  irori  (an  open  space  in  th 
middle  of  the  flooi ),  proved  a  delicious  addition 
to  our  menu.     In  anticipation    of  a  stait  betimes 
in  the  morning  we  had  to  make  our  preparation 
for  returning  early,  (hough  these  were  necessarily 
of  the  simplest  kind,  my  own  consisting  of  an  air 
pillow  for  my  head,  and  a  small  cushion  laid  on 
the  bare  boards  to  rest  the  hip  bone  on  which  most 
of  one's  weight  naturally  falls.     By  way  of  pro- 
tection from    the  midnight  breezes  which  swept 
in  with  great  freedom  through  the  wide  ciacks  in 
the  loose  boards  forming  the  walls  of  the  hut,  I  put 
my  pillow  inside  the  lid  of  a  kori  standing  on  its 
side,    and    found  it  a    capital  screen    from  tl 
di  aught. 

MYOJIN-DAKE. 

The  morning  bioke  dull  and  cold  and  gray,  but 
in  spite  of  its  unpromising  aspect  I  was  up  be 
limes,  and  quickly  completed  my  preparations  foi 
the  start.  But  a  keen  disappointment  was  ii 
store.  Nakazawa  first  of  all  told  me  that  he  was 
not  well,  in  fact  he  had  caught  a  chili  in  his 
stomach,  he  said,  through  wading  across  the  river 
the  previous  afternoon,  and  didn't  think  he  was 
fit  to  join  in  the  expedition.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
his  shirking  of  the  climb  was,  probably,  simply  a 
case  of  "  funk,"  and  he  aftei  wards  owned  to  me 
that  so  far  from  his  having  had  a  wide  experience 
of  mountaineering  in  the  Alpine  range  of  Japan, 
he  had  not  even  been  to  the  top  of  one  single  peak, 
his  nearest  approach  being  part  of  (he  way  up 
Ontakesome  years  ago.  His  achievements  there- 
fore as  a  mountaineer  might  filly  be  compared  to 
those  of  a  certain  youthful  French  intrepide, 
who  boasted  immoderately  over  his  ascension  du 
Mont  Blanc.  "And  did  you  really  reach  the 
summit?"  he  was  asked.  "  Well,  no,  not  exactly 
that,  but  I  climbed  up  jusqu'  au  montanvert  P" 
which,  in  other  words,  is  about  equivalent  to  a 
pei  son  boasting  of  making  the  ascent  of  Fuji, 
"that  is,  as  far  as  Subashiri  !" 

But  Nakazawa's  defection  was  not  the  only 
thing,  for  he  next  proceeded  to  tell  me  that  Ka- 
monji had  informed  him  the  night  before  that  the 
ascent  I  proposed  to  make  was  utterly  impossible 
in  one  day  from  the  hut,  and  it  would  be  there- 
fore useless  to  attempt  il  !  Why  Kamonji  had 
himself  said  nothing  to  me  about  it,  even  leaving 
with  the  promise  to  be  ready  to  stait  on  the  ex- 
pedition at  daybreak,  I  was  utteily  at  a  loss 
to  understand,  and  one  could  only  sadly  1  e- 
mind  oneself  that  one  was  still  in  a  land  whose 
inhabitants,  delightfully  pleasant  and  agiee- 
able  tl  lough  they  so  often  are,  nevertheless  are 
preeminent  as  persons  of  much  promise  but  of 
little  performance.  No  doubt  it  is  owing  to  the 
almost  universal  shiinking  from  doing  a  disagi  ee 
able  thing  which  so  fiequently  leads  them  to  say 
not  what  they  think  you  ought  to  know,  in  answer, 
it  may  be,  to  your  enquii  ies,  but  rather  what  they 
think  you  would  like  to  believe. 

A  couple  of  hours  or  more  had  passed  slowly  by 
in  fruitless  expectation  before  at  last  the  stunted 
form  of  the  sturdy  little  hunter  was  seen  pushing 
through  the  trees  on  theopposite  bank,  and  making 
his  way  caiefully  across  the  foid  in  the  direction 
of  our  hut.  On  his  arrival,  I  enquired  why  he 
had  not  appeared  at  daybreak  according  to  our 
ii'ement.    '*  Oh  "  ln>  taiH   "  1 1> ..........  1. ....  1 ..   1  j 


arrangement.  "  Oh,"  he  said,  "  the  weather  looked 
loo  threatening,  and  I  thought  it  wouldn't  be  fi  1 
to  start.  Besides,  it  is  impossible  to  get  up 
and  down  the  mountain  in  one  day  from  here 
without  getting  benighted  and  having  to  sleep  out 
on  ihe  locks  on  the  way  down." 

"  But,  Kamonji,  why  didn't  you  tell  me  this 
last  night  when  we  were  talking  about  il  ?  You 
said,  before  we  left  Hashiba,  lhat  we  could  gel  up 
in  about  six  hours  and  down  in  about  four,"  I 
remonstrated. 

"  Oh,  well,  I  thought  you  only  meant  to  ascend 
the  lower  peak.  I  didn't  know  you  wanted  to 
Climb  the  highest  point  of  all."  This,  I  am  sony 
to  say  was  an  absolute  untruth,  as  the  only  thing 


contemplated  and  arranged  for  was  the  ascent 
which  had  so  itearly  proved  fatal  to  om  Rlkuguu- 
sho  friend,  the  highest  peak  oi  Myojiu«dake, 
which  is  sometimes  also  called  Yokoo-dake  to 
distinguish  it  from  several  other  but  lower  points 
using  from  ihe  same  gieal  ridge. 

That  Kainonji's  feelings  at  lite  prospect  of  te- 
peatiug  ihe  ascent  were  akin  to  those  of  Nakazawa 
I  could  scaicely  believe,  although  the  way  ill  which 
he  talked  of  ihe  climb  up  Yaiigatake  as  mere 
"child's  play  "  Compared  with  this,  was  evidently 
intended  to  show  thai  the  expedition  was  one  of 
unusual  difficulty.  However,  I  insisted  upon 
making  ihe  attempt,  believing  that,  as  I  had  often 
found  to  be  the  case  befoie,  the  guides'  estimate 
of  the  pei  ils  and  difficulties  of  the  climb  was  au 
exaggerated  one.  Accordingly,  after  a  time  the 
leader  reluctantly  gave  in,  and  at  7.45  a.m., 
taking  in  my  rucksack  plenty  of  food,  some  extia 
clothing,  etc..  in  case  of  emergencies,  we  wen; 
actually  on  the  move  towauls  the  mountain. 
Crossing  the  Adzusa-gawa  at  the  ford  we  quickly 
made  our  way  through  the  lower  part  of  the  forest 
covering  the  bit  of  level  ground  on  its  right  bank, 
and  aftei  half  an  hour's  walk  up  the  valley  leading' 
towauls  Yaiigatake,  a  sudden  turn  to  the  left 
brought  us  to  the  mouth  of  a  small  mountain  tori  en 
hidden  in  the  denser  liees  at  the  east  base  of  our 
peak,  which  now  towers  light  above  us  in  all  its 
majesty.  One  could  now  more  fully  appreciate 
the  allusion,  which  in  "Murray's"  desciiption  of 
this  part  of  the  valley,  di  aws  attention  to  the  great 
cliffs  and  snow-seamed  gullies  here  rising  so  im 
pressively  almost  ovei  our  heads. 

"  Noble  mountains  are  these  precipitous  masses 
of  granite,  surpassing  in  wildness  any  to  be  seen 
elsewhere  in  japan,  their  ciniotisly  steep  forms 
being  nol  unlike  some  of  the  ideal  crags  depicted 
in  Chinese  art."     (Vide  yd  Edition,  p,  237.) 

Judging  by  the  extraordinary  way  in  whicl 
Kamonji  forced  the  pace  as  he  led  the  way  throng! 
the  forest,  legardless  of  obstacles,  which  weie  botl 
many  and  vaiious,  it  was  quite  evident  he  had  no 
intention  whatever  of  spending  the  night  on  tl 
inhospitable  cliffs  of  Myojin  dake.  Whether  1 
was  in  the  hope  of  tiring  out  his  traveller,  or 
simply  of  ensuring  a  timely  return  I  am  not  quite 
sure,  though  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  he  at 
first  hoped  the  attempt  to  continue  the  ascent 
would  not  be  ultimately  persisted  in.  However, 
I  thought  the  best  thing  was  to  follow  the  example 
of  Uncle  Remus's  friend  "  Brer  Rabbit,"  to  "lay 
low  and  say  nuffiu,"  so  on  we  went,  now  plunging 
through  the  icy  water  of  ihe  torrent,  again  jump- 
ing from  boulder  to  boulder,  or  scrambling  over 
fallen  trees  thai  barred  the  way  when  we  had  lo 
take  to  the  banks.  No  vestige  of  a  path  was  lo  be 
seen,  and  om  way  we  had  to  make  as  well  as  we 
could;  sometimes  pushing  through  the  closely  in, 
lei  lacing  undei  gi  owlh,  whose  cord  like  creepers 
would  twine  themselves  round  the  ankles  of  the 
unwary  one,  greatly  to  his  confusion  ;  at  other  times 
the  leader  had  literally  to  cut  through  the  bushes 
with  a  greatkuife.a  welcome  diversion,  however,  for 
the  pei  son  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  caravan,  since 
it  affoided  both  breathing-time  and  space  for  1  e- 
fleciion  on  the  novelty  of  a  situation  which  pro- 
mised developments  more  interesting  than  any- 
thing I  had  yet  experienced.  After  about  an  horn 
of  this  kind  of  woik  we  found  ourselves  clear  of 
the  denser  poi  linn  of  the  forest,  near  whose  upper 
s  the  stream  disappears,  but  then  comes  a 
tiresome  struggle  through  a  stietch  of  bamboo 
grass,  wet  with  the  eaily  morning's  rain,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  which  moistuie  now  transfers 
itself  at  every  step  lo  our  clothing  and  persons. 
However,  as  long  befoie  this  stage  we  had  got 
thoroughly  soaked,  a  little  more  or  less  made  no 
diffeience,  so  we  pushed  on  until  we  reached 
better  going  in  the  shape  of  loose  rocks,  a  slope  of 
which  stretched  steeply  upwards  towards  the  foot 
of  the  broken  cliffs  in  front.  Heie  we  halted  for 
few  minutes,  and  shortly  after  resuming  our 
climb  suddenly  became  aware  of  a  familiar  scent, 
which  again  and  again  b.  ought  back  1  ecollections 
of  English  fruit  gardens,  such  as  I  had  been 
hitherto  unaccustomed  since  leaving  home.  What 
the  fragrance  proceeded  from  I  could  not  for  a 
little  while  be  sure,  until  a  short  distance  higher 
up  I  found  myself  face  to  face  with  nothing  less 
than  a  clump  of  the  black  currant  bushes.  The 
find  was  no  less  surpi  ising  than  welcome,  and  not 
until  a  satisfying  feast  had  been  indulged  in,  did 
I  leave  the  spot.  As  a  memento  of  the  occasion 
I  plucked  a  leaf  of  the  plant,  but  unfortunately  il 
later  on  disappeared  with  an  accumulation  of  nib 
bish  of  many  kinds  which,  during  that  memorable 
day  s  climb,  found  a  resting  place  in  my  pockets. 
I  he  fruit  vai  led  in  colour  from  a  raw-looking  g,  een 
dusky  brown  and  sable  black,  and  both  in 
flavour  and  form,  diffeted  nothing  from  the  berry 
we  are  used  to  in  our  domestic  gardens  at  home. 
Iam  aware  that  the  plant  has  been  introduced  from 
abroad  into  this  country,  but  so  far  I  had  not  ac- 


tually  come  across  it  in  my  travels,  though  I  had 
since  lead  that  il  is  found  wild  in  some  pails  of 
Rtlisfl.  The  altitude  al  which  I  noticed  il  foi  the 
first  lime  whs  about  7,500  feet,  and  fuilhei  on  1 
also  fel  I  in  wild  raspberry  hushes  bearing  a  inagni- 
ficent-l  joking  beiiy,  whose  sweetness,  however, 
was  by  no  means  proportionate  to  its  size,  and  not 
neaily  so  luscious  as  the  more  common  vaiiely 
found  in  plenty  in  adjoining  valleys. 

On  getting  clear  of  the  bushes  and  undeigiowlh 
above   the  forest  itself,  the  impracticable  natine 
of  the  cliffs  above  forced  us  across  the  slope  of 
loose  stones  to  the  right,  on  traversing  which  we 
found  0111  selves  011  the  ci  est  of  a  sharp  lidge,  up 
which  we  climbed  above  the  western  side  of  a 
small  pool  of  water  near  the  top.    Far  beyond  us 
stretched  a  mighty  couloir,  which  on  the  light 
ends  in  a   precipice,  over  which  a  cascade,  fed 
by  the  snows  far  above  falls  with  a  ioar,  whilst 
to    ihe    left    ii    gives   access   between    walls  of 
wild  cliffs  to  the   main   arete  of  the  mountain. 
In  order  to  reach  the  couloir  we  had  to  cioss  ihe 
tidge  and  pass  across  the  face  of  a  neaily  pei  peu- 
dicular  wall  of  rocks,  where  the  only  hand-hold  was 
afforded  by  the  creepers  and  fei  ns  which  giew  in 
the  crevices.    As  we  started  across  this  part,  Ka- 
monji, whose  face  had  now  assumed  a  somewhat 
anxious  look,  turned  1  ouud  to  me  and  asked  "  Can 
you  do  it?  It  needs  great  care."  Reasoned  by  the 
answer  he  got,  he  passed  on,  and  after  a  rather 
exciting  sci  amble  we  descended  into  the  gieat 
couloir  and  turned  0111  faces  eastwai  ds  towards  the 
summit.  A  rapid  climb  up  some  loose  1  ocks  brought 
us,  at  10.30,  to  the  base  of  an  overhanging  cliff  on 
the  right,  and  here  we  halted  for  half  an  hour  for 
another  breakfast,  for  our    bard  work   made  us 
hiingiy  amazingly  soon.  Resuming  our  climb  over 
loose,  steep  rocks  we  reached  the  first  snow  at 
II.30,  at  an  altitude  of  9,000  feet,  the  inclination 
of  the  slope  being  about  400,  the  steepest  angle  at 
which  I  have  found  snow  lying  on  any  of  the  peaks 
or  passes  I  have  been  on  in  Japan.     My  "Alpine 
walking  stick,"  which  I  had  this  year  substituted 
for  my  old  ice-axe,  as  being  lighter  and  handier, 
here  came  in  very  useful,  and  proved  still  more  so 
on  the  descent.     Progress  was  somewhat  slow  until 
the  snow  was  left,  but  after  a  few  hundred  feet  of 
il  we  were  again  able  to  take  to  the  rocks,  and  from 
here  to  the  summit  was  the  most  enjoyable  part  of 
the  whole  climb.     The  rocks  were  bigger  and 
firmer  than  any  we  bad  yet  met  with,  and  it  was 
a  real  pleasure  to  get  something  that  called  for  a 
pulling  forth   of  one's  best  energies  to  surmount 
the  obstacles  befoi  e  us.    At  12. 45  we  were  on  the 
arite,  and  as  Kamonji  pointed  to  a  great  rock 
pinnacle  on  our  right,  he  exclaimed,  exultingly 
"  Ah,  we  shall  soon  be  there." 

But,"  I  said,  "  I  don't  think  that  is  the  highest 
point.  Look  al  lhat  one  over  there  on  the  left. 
That  is  ceitainly  higher." 

"Wait  a  moment,  then,  and  I'll  go  and  see," 
answered  Kamonji,  and  turning  the  corner  at  the 
fool  ol  Ihe  rock  tower  on  our  right  he  climbed  up 
and  out  of  sight  to  reconnoitre.    In  a  few  minutes, 
with  monkey-like  agility,  he  was  scrambling  back 
10  where  I  stood,  acknowledging,  as  he  rejoined  me 
lhat  my  surmise  was  correct,  so  without  delay  we 
set  ourselves  to  the  remainder  of  our  task,  What 
a  glorious  scramble  it  was!     The  like  I  had  never 
befoi  e  enjoyed  in  this  land  of  mountains,  and  I 
could  now  understand  why  my  companions  should 
have  spoken  so  respectfully  of  the  grand   peak  to 
which  they  had  compai  ed  Yai  igatake  as  but  child's 
ay.  The  summit  was  reached  at  1.20,  not  quite  5J 
hours  from  the  start,  but  unfortunately  the  clouds 
which  rolled  in  ragged   masses  round  the  wild, 
oken   peaks  prevented  a  good  view  being  ob- 
tained.   Occasionally  the  grey  cut  tain  would  part 
lere  or  theie   for  a  moment,  and  a  glimpse  of 
Ontake  or  some  other  distant  peak  would  appear. 
One  could,  however,  form  a  fair  idea  of  the  pros- 
pect in  clear  weather,  as  the  position  of  the  moun- 
tain  is  similar  enough  to  that  of  Yaiigatake  to 
make  the  view  very  much  the  same.     A  cold  wind 
was  blowing   from  the  South-East  and   the  very 
agged  state  of  my  nether  garments,  now  bang- 
ing paitly  in  ribbons  that  fluttered  wildly  in  the 
breeze,  made  a  lengthy  slay  undesirable,  soaked 
as  we  were  by  the  rain  in  which  we  had  for  several 
hours  been  climbing.    On   the  top  I   found  the 
ittle   stake  driven    into   a  cleft  in  the  disinteg- 
aled  rocks,  a  fortnight  before,  by  the  Rikugun- 
sho  official.     As  I  looked  at    the    rocks  down 
which   he   had   fallen   on  the  descent,  it  seemed 
almost  incredible  that  the  man  could  ever  have 
survived.    The  summit  is  composed  of  an  inten- 
sely hard  close-grained  granite  of  a  dark  colour, 
and  the  altitude  I  made  to  be  10,150  feet.  The 
appearance  of  the  precipitous  depths  and  snow- 
filled  gullies,  above  which  towered  the  jagged 
pinnacles  of  granite  was  wild  and  desolate  in  the 
extreme,  the  view  on  the  western  side  of  the  main 
ridge  being  especially  striking.  After  half  an  hour's 
rest  I  was  obliged  to  turn  away  from  the  spot,  and 
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begin  tl.e  descent,  the  guides  soon  getting  into 
difficulties  and  losing  the  way,  bu,  at  last  we 
found  on,  selves  on  the  right  line  and  went  quickly 
down  the  rocks  above  tl.e  couloir  until  tl.e  snow 
slope  was  readied.     Here  I  announced  my  inten- 
tion of   having  a  glissade,  but  no  sooner  l.ad  1 
Hepped   upon    the   snow   than   my  companions 
"sp,  ang  fo,  ward  almost  in  terror,  exclaiming  against 
the  awful  risk.     Doubtless  to  a  person  shod  only 
in  the  yielding  straw  sandal  of  the  country  It  may 
have  seemed  somewhat  .ash.  as  the  sole  of  the  wa- 
rati  afford,  no  friction  against  the  smooth  surface 
of  the  snow,  but  with  hob  nailed  hoots,  and  a  sharp 
pointed  stick,  such  as  I  carried,  tl.e  operation  was 
one  of  the  most  harmless  and  pleasant.    A  grand 
exhilarating  rush  it  was.  no  exertion  being  needed 
lo  descend  the  slope  which  l.ad  consumed  a  con- 
side. able  amount  of  time  and  et.e.gy  on  the  upward 
wav      I"  a  few  minutes  I  found  myself  at  the 
base  of  the  cliff  where  we  l.ad  slopped  to  break 
fast    and  shoilly  aftei wards  was  rejoined  by  the 
guides,  who  were  roaring  with  laughter  at  the  spec 
facleof  theglissade,  now  successfully  accomplished 
Underneath  the  cliff  I  noticed  a  number  of  small 
flies    which  immediately  on  our  art  ival  began  to 
pester  us  most  unmercifully,  and  for  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  remaining  part  of  tl.e  descent  proved 
an  intolerable  nuisance,  and  several  times  almost 
caused  me  to  miss  my  footing  through  getting  into 
my  eyes  at  inconvenient  moments.    I  was  told  that 
they  are  pa.ticula.ly  fond  of  annoying  the  cha- 
mois found  on  these  wild  peaks,  and  that  (t  is 
geneially  near  the  haunts  of  these  animals  that 
ll.ey  are  to  be  found. 

C.ossing  the  ridge  on  the  light   side  of  the 
couloir  we  passed  tl.e  little  pool  we  had  noticed  on 
the  ascent,  and  from  here  slightly  changed  our 
course,  bearing  more  towards  the  South  so  as  lo 
avoid  'the   descent  down    the    torrent    bed,  and 
continuing  in    almost   a    straight    line  towards 
the  inside  of  the  bend  of  the  river  at  the  base 
of  the   mountain.    Tl.e  loose  rocks  or  "screes," 
which    the   disintegration    of    the   great  peaks 
above  constantly  sends  down  on  the  slopes  be- 
low, succeeded  by  the  tangled  underg.owth  and 
dense  bamboo  giass  as  we  reached  the  foiest 
once  more,  made  the  descent  far  from  easy;  But 
all  went  well,  and  the  lower  we  got  the  higher 
our  spirits  rose,  and  we  were  just  congratulating 
ourselves  on  a  successful  termination  to  our  climb 
when  a  remarkable  diversion  occurred.  Kamonji 
bad  just  halted  and  was  turning  to  make  some 
observation  to  me  about  a  fallen  tree  trunk  which 
lay  in  our  way,  when,  to  my  amazement,  the  whole 
appearance    of    the    man    suddenly,    without  a 
moment's    warning,  underwent   a  most  extraor- 
dinary change.    In  a  moment  his  face  assumed 
the  aspect  and  his  fo.  m  ll.e  attitude  of  one  of 
the   Ni-o,    the  guardian    demons,    at    the  gate 
of  the  slnine  of    Iyeyasu  at   Nikko.  Even 
times    of    tepose    Kamonji's    features   are  odd 
enough,  but  on  this  occasion  they  were  almost 
like  those  of  a  being  from  another  world.    On  my 
hunying  up  to  learn  the  meaning  of  the  strange 
transfiguration,  he  began  to  dance  about  ill  the 
wildest  manner,  and  my  first  impression  was  that 
be  had  become  almost  insane  under  the  belief  that 
the  spirit  of  the  mountain  had  been  insulted  at  the 
intiusion  of  a  foreigner  in  his  sacted  fastnesses. 
For  the  first  moment  I  prepared  myself  to  resist 
an  onslaught  from  the  hunter,  but  the  next  instant 
I  found  out  that  the  real  danger  was  from  an 
entiiely  different  quarter,  an  attack  against  which 
resistance  seemed  hopeless.    For   Kamonji  had 
stepped  upon   a   wasp's  nest,  and  the  creatures 
were  just  rising  in  their  fury  as  I  approached  him  ! 
The   tight  fitting  tough,  blue  gaiments  he  wore 
protected    my    companion    fairly    well    from  the 
onslaught,  but  the  greatgaps  in  my  thin  flan- 
nel knicker-bockers,  and  my  exposed  necl<  offered 
a  grand    field   for   their    operations,    and   in  a 
few  seconds  I  found  myself  the  selected  target  of 
leu  or  a  dozen  stings.     Only  by  dint  of  mucl 
painful  self-flagellation,  aided  by  well-meant  vio 
lence  on  the  part  of  Kamonji  was  any  relief  at  all 
obtainable,  (hough  I  still  continued  to  receive,  from 
various  hidden  corners  of  my  nether  garments, 
most  unpleasant  leminde.s  of  the  presence  of  the 
foe.     For  the   moment  the  situation  presented  a 
somewhat  painful  parallel  to  that  of  Mai  It  Twain's 
unsuspecting  fi  iend,  as  related  on  a  memorable  oc 
casion  in  the  "  Tramp  Abroad,"  where  the  expeii 
ence  of  the  "Agent "  is  so  graphically  described  : — 
"When  the  musing  spider  steps  upon  the  red-hot 
shovel,  he  first  exhibits  a  wild  surprise,  and  then  he 
shrivels  up."    By  and  by  though  one's  sufferings 
abated  a  little,  and  we  were  able  to  continue  the 
descent.     The  incident,  however,  se.  ved  as  a  vivid 
though  totally  unexpected  illusti  ation  of  the  Japan 
ese  proverb  which  coriesponds  to  our  own  saying 
that  "Tioubles  never  come  singly."    The  prover  l 
rlins': — Naku  tsura  wo  hachi  ga  sasu  ;  i.e 
wasp  stings  a  weeping  face,"  and  seeing  that  but 
a  short  time  before  I  had  been  mourning  over  a 


huge  rent  in  my  only  pair  of  knicker-bockers,  and 
over  ll.e  fact  of  one  of  the  heels  of  my  boots  having 
been  lorn  clean  off  during  the  rough  descent  on 
the  broken  rocks,  the  Japanese  tendering  of  the 
old  saw  seemed  singula,  ly  appropriate  At  length 
we  reached  the  little  shanty  erected  by  Kamonu, 
called  Miyagavia  no  Koya,  standing  close  by  the 
still  waters  of  a  secluded  mere,  whose  glassy  surface 
reflects  the  form  of  the  giant  height  at  the  foot  of 
which  it  nestles  so  securely.  Passing  once  more 
over  tl.e  rivet  at  the  ford,  we  reached  tl.e  lokugo 
hut  at  6  15  p.m.,  our  expedition  having  occupied 
io1  hours  from  start  to  finish.  Both  for  variety 
and  interest  it  stands  out  in  my  memory  as  the 
grandest  climb  I  have  ever  had  on  any  single 
peak  in  the  "  Land  of  the  Rising  Sun. 

MAJINAI  — A  CURIOUS  EXPERIENCE. 

On  our  return  to  the  hut,  Kamonji  l.ad  a  good 
deal  lo  say  about  our  adventures,  particularly 
about  that  with  the  wasps,  which  in  more  ways  than 
one  had  produced  such  an  impression  upon  us 
both  Amongst  the  various  remedies  suggested 
for  my  benefit  was  the  employment  of  kuma- 
,io  i  bear's  gall,  said  to  be  an  infallible  cure  for 
the  stings.  However,  as  no  bears  were  handy  to 
supply  us  with  what  was  needed,  and  as  I  could 
not  afford  to  wait  until  the  winter  hunts  began, 
Nakazawa  conceived  the  idea  of  remedying  the 
deficiency  in  a  manner  as  novel  to  me  as  it  was 
unexpected.  Indeed,  it  was  not  until  the  following 
performance  was  partly  over  that  I  realized  what 
lie  was  about.  . 

While  I  was  standing  near   the  tire  in  tl.e 
middle  of  the  hut,  busily  engaged  in  hanging 
■id    various    garments   to    dry,    my  companion 
came  up  and  said,  "  Will  you  please  tell  me  where 
vou  were  stung  by   the  wasps  this  afternoon  ? 
Not  suspecting  anything  unusual    I  pointed  out 
the  position  of  the  wounds  on  the  back  of  my  legs 
and  on  my  neck,  and  then  went  on  will,  my  dry- 
ing operations  at  the  fire.    At  length   I  became 
conscious  that  Nakazawa  was  solemnly  engaged 
in  making  a  series  of  mesmeric  passes  over  tl.e 
injured  parts,  without,  however,  touching  them  at 
all     He  then  went  to  the  open  door  of  the  hut, 
turned  his  face  towards  the  sombre  precipitous 
cliffs  of  Myojindake,  now  wrapped  in   the  dark 
shadows  of  evening,  and  clapping  his  hands  toge- 
the.  before  his  face,  he  bowed  his  head  in  an  at- 
titude of  prayer.    At  first  I  was  inclined  to  laugh 
outright  at  the  absurdity  of  the  proceeding,  but 
checked  myself  on  seeing  that  to  him  at  least 
it  was  anything    but   a   joke.    As  soon    as  his 
prayers  were  finished,  he  once  more  clapped  his 
hands    and  then  returned  to  where  I  stood,  with 
the  remark  ;  "  This  is  what  we  call  Majinai—(i.e. 

exorcism),— Y°»  wi!1  be  aU  rjf?1,,t  'J"?  morning  I" 
I  now  realized  what  he  had  been  doing,  and  my 
mind  went  back  to  a  curious  scene  I  once  witnessed 
near  the  Summit  of  Ontake,  the  great  mountain 
to  the  south-west  of  the  Japanese  Alps,  whose 
sacredness  is  second  only  to  that  of  Fuji  itself. 

Two  years  ago,  on  a  fresh  clear  summer  morning, 
I  was  galloping  down  ll.e  slopes  of  the  mountain, 
i„  company  with  my  friend  Mr  H.W  Belcher 
when  we  were  suddenly  compelled  to  pull  up  short 
to  avoid  landing  in  the  midst  of  a  party  of  white- 
obed  pilgrims  squatting   in    the  narrow  track 
before  us     With  his  back  towards  us  sat  a  pei  son, 
clad  in  garments  of  a  somewhat  p.  ieslly  pattern 
hilst  in  front  of  him   were  a   dozen   or   so  of 
the  pilgrims,    seated  one  behind   tl.e  other  all 
intently  engaged  in  watching    Iris  proceedings 
connection  with  the  foremost  of  the  hue.  What 
ailed  the  individual  I  do  not  know,  but  he  was 
evidently  regarded  as  being  possessed  by  some 
evil  influence  which  must  be  exorcised  if  relief 
were  to  come.  The  priest  was  occupied  in  making 
his  mesmeric  passes  in  front  of  his  patient,  from 
time  lo  time  bursting  forth  into  a  sort  of  chant  in 
which  the  rest  of  the  band  did  its  share  in  the  way 
of  responses.   G.  adualTy  tl.e  possessed  person  was 
worked  up  into  a  so.  t  of  mild  fre.izy,  and  a  ghast- 
ly inwatd  struggle  appeared  to  be  convulsing  Ills 
whole  being,  when  suddenly,  with  a  great  gasp,  he 
fell  back  in  the  arms  of  the  person  next  behind 
him,    weakened  by  his    agony    but  apparently 
delivered  of  the  torment  within. 

The  whole  scene  was  so  unexpected,  and  w.tlia 
so  uncanny,  that  one  scarcely  knew  what  to  make 
of  it  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  hear  the  results 
of  tl.e  investigations  which  I  unde.  stand  have  been 
recently  made  by  Mr.  Percival  Lowell  on  the  sub- 
ject he  having  himself  also  been  a  witness  of  a 
similar  scene  only  a  few  days  before  the  occasion 
I  have  just  described,  on  the  same  mountain.  1 
am  told  that  with  regard  to  the  exorcisms  practised 
on  Ontake,  there  is  something  quite  peculiar  to 
then,  and  not  found  in  the  case  of  those  used  else 
wheie    I  believe, howevei, that  had  Nakazawa  had 
the  help  of  suitable  assistants,  and  the  cooperation 
of  a  more  o.thodox  patient,  his  incantations  would 
have  assumed  a  form  uncommonly  like  that  of  ll.e 
ceremony  I  witnessed  as  a  curious  spectator  that 


summer  morning  on  the  "August  Mountain  "  itself. 

The  severe  pain  caused  by  the  stings  effectually 
prevented  me  from  getting  much  sleep  that  night, 
and  as  I  lay  awake  watching  the  bright  names 
leaping  up  from  the  burning  logs,  I  fell  to  musing 
upon  the  memories  of  other  bivouac  fires  in  by- 
gone days.     Sometimes  the  p.ctu.e  that  seemed 
almost  to  shape  itself  in  the  glowing  embers  was 
that  of  a  be-nighted  party  under  the  great  rock  at 
the  foot  of  Yarigatake's  monolithic  peak;  whilst 
again  it  resolved  itself  into  a  weather-bound  t.  lo 
sheltered  for  two  stormy  spring  nights  in  a  solitary 
shanty  in  the  great  forest  that  clothes  the  lower 
slopes  of  Fujisan.    And  as  the  bright  recollections 
of  those  cheery,  trusty  comrades  rose  unbidden  but 
ever  welcome  before  the  mind,  one  could  not  but 
realize  how  different  may  be  the  impressions,  and 
how  much  deeper  may  be  the  enjoyment  of  an  ex- 
pedition which  is  shared  by  congenial  companions. 
For  given  a  comrade  after  one's  own  heart,  and 
then  the  old  saying  anent  the  advantages  of  the 
life  of  a   Benedict  above  that  of   a  bachelor  is 
invariably  realized,  that  you  "  halve  your  sorrows, 
but  double  your  joys,"  for,  to  adopt  the  beautiful 
iambics  of  Menander,  Srav  rvyjf  ns  tbvoovvros 
UiXov),  Ovk  eoriv  ovUv  Krqfia  tcaXKtov  flip. 

The  following  morning,  Saturday  August  26th 
broke  gloriously  bright  and  clear,  and  the  climb 
over  theTokugo  pass  to  Hash.ba  was  delightful  m 
the  extreme.    Owing  to  tl.e  late  arrival  of  the  two 
guides  a  stait  was  not  made  until  7. 15  a.m.  A 
steady  ascent  of  an  hour  and  three  quarters,  in- 
cluding a  halt  for  photography,  took  us  to  the  top 
of  the  toge,  whence  a  quick  descent  brought  us 
into  the  beautiful  valley  where  tl.e  delicious  shade 
the  scented  coolness,  and  the  lights  and  shadows  of 
the  forest  trees  all  combined  to  make  the  walk  nil- 
speakably  delightful.  Indeed,  it  might  almost  have 
been  of  these  very  scenes  themselves  that  Rusk,,, 
wrote—"  How  many  deep  sources  of  delight  are 
gathered  into  tl.e  compass  of  their  glens  and  vales  ; 
and  how,  down  to  tl.e  most  secret  cluster  of  their  fat  - 
away  flowers,  and  the  idlest  leap  of  their  straying 
streamlets,  the  whole  heart  of  Nature  seems  Hunt- 
ing to  give,  and  still  to  give,  shedding  forth  her 
everlasting  beneficence  with  a  profusion  so  patient, 
so  passionate,  that  our  utmost  observance  and 
thankfulness  are  but,  at  last,  neglects  of  her  noble- 
ness, and  apathy  to  her  love." 

In  a  little  over  a  couple  of  hours  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass  I  was  once  more  at  the  Furo-taira, 
where  an  hour  sped  quickly  by  in  enjoying  tl.e 
delights  of  the  primitive  bathing  establishment, 
and  from  here  another  hour's  walk  took  me  into 
Hashiba,  the  whole  distance,  exclusive  of  halts, 
rom  the  Tokugo  hut  to  the  latter  place  occupying 
some  4|  hours.  At  Hashiba  I  paid  off  the 
coolies  and  went  on  alone  to  Matsumoto,  getting 
aiinrikisha  at  Murasaki,  and  so  getting  over  the 
last  and  most  uninteresting  three  or  four  miles  of 
the 'journey  quickly  enough  to  enable  me  to  reach 
my  resting-place  before  nightfall. 

THE  "  BASHA." 

A  quiet  Sunday's  rest  was  very  welcome  after 
the  week's  wanderings,  but  on  Monday  mor- 
ning I  l.ad  to  be  up  at  3  o'clock  in  order  to  catch 
the  basha  which  leaves  every  morning  for  Uyeda 
vid  the  Hofukuji-toge.  My  landlord  had  ex- 
pressed his  intention  of  accompanying  me  on 
this  occasion  to  Karuisawa,  as  he  was  anxious,  he 
said,  to  climb  Asamayama,  the  famous  volcano  of 
which  he  had  so  often  hea.d  but  never  seen.  To 
my  astonishment,  however,  after  going  with  me  as 
far  as  the  Basha  Company's  office  he  suddenly 
informed  me  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  deci- 
ded not  to  come. 

Long  will  that  exit  aordinat  y  ride  of  five  and 
thirty  miles  linger  in  my  memory  as  an  un- 
welcome reminiscence  of  almost  unmitigated  dis- 
comfort. Indeed,  I  never  bid  a  glad  good-bye 
lo  that  nerve  destroying  instrument  of  torture 
without  wondering  at  my  astounding  temerity  in 
having  so  rashly  risked  the  miseries  it  never 
ceases  lo  inflict.  I  was  promised  only  an  eight 
hours'  incarceration  on  this  occasion  before  reach- 
ing my  journey's  end,  but  it  was  not  till  eleven 
hours  from  the  start  that  we  rattled,  wildly  and 


recklessly,  into  the  ^busy  little  town  in  question. 
On  the  way  the  roads  had  turned  out  to  be  in 
hideous  condition,  at  least  for  many  miles  on 
either  side  of  the  pass,  and  even  going  down  lull 
it  was  necessary  in  some  places  for  all  the  pas- 
sengers, of  whom  there  were  8  or  9,  lo  alight  before 
the  miserable  vehicle  could  be  dragged  down  ihe 
serpentine  windings  of  the  steep  incline.  Nor  was 
this  the  only  kind  of  hindrance.  Sometimes  a 
collision,  by  way  of  lending  variety  to  the  jour- 
ney, would  occur,  the  behaviour  of  ll.e  con- 
tending coatchmen  being  then  unaccountably 
idiotic.  On  one  occasion  the  encounter  was  with 
a  cart  driven  bv  a  mere  child,  who,  as  soon  as 
the  wheels  of  his  vehicle  and  ours  had  got  hope- 
lessly locked,  proceeded  to  frantically  urge  on  his 
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horse,  with  the  natural  result  that  ilie  creatine  got 
frightened,  fell  down,  and  refused  to  move,  By 
dint  of  allowing  much  perseverance  ami  per^pira 
lion,  our  driver  managed  to  get  the  basha  lire,  but 
the  oilier  horse  obaiiualely  declined  lo  proceed 
until  Compelled  lo  <!<>  so  by  a  passtn  -by  who,  seeing 
all  other  arguments  had  failed,  came  lo  ihe  child's 
rescue  in  a  hiutal  fashion  and  compelled  the  ci ca- 
lm e  to  1  ise  and  move  on  l>y  Inn  ling  at  it  not  oddly 
abusive  epithets  bill  a  huge  piece  of  iocU  lo  en- 
foice  Ins  ,u  guments. 

At  last  Uyeda  was  reached  at  3.20  p.m.,  and 
aflei  an  hoin's  wait  I  left  by  (he  4. 20  tiain  (01 
Karuisawa,  wlieie,  in  less  llian  a  couple  of  liouis,  I 
found  myself  once  more  in  I  lie  midst  of  civilisation 
and  comfort,  and  after  a  day's  1  est  in  the  delight- 
ful countiy  house  of  some  Kobe  friends,  my  moun 
lain  scrambles  came  lo  an  end  with  a  moonlight 
ascent  of  Asamayama,  which  nearly  resulted  in 
asphyxiation  hy  the  gieal  volcano's  sulphutous 
fumes,  a  drawback,  however,  more  than  compen- 
sated for  by  the  gloiious  spectacle  of  sum  ise  as 
seen  from  near  the  summit  of  the  cone. 

FINAL  NOTES. 

A  nole  or  two  may  hei  e  be  added,  for  the  sake  of 
clearness,  on  a  few  points  in  the  foregoing  article. 

The  altitudes  recorded  were  neaily  all  deter- 
mined by  observations  made  with  a  meicmial 
Mountain  Barometer  kindly  lent  to  me  by  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  which 
I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  comparing  with 
standards  at  Kobe  and  Nagano  (Zenkoji).  The 
calculations  were  worked  out  with  the  gieatest  caie 
by  my  friend  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Bleby,  of  Osaka,  to 
whom  my  best  thanks  aie  due. 

With  regai  d  to  clothing,  an  ail  important  ques- 
tion when  one's  expeditions  may  take  one  fiom 
hot  tramps  on  a  burning  highway  lo  a  night 
bivouac  at  snow  level,  I  have  found  a  light  giey 
flannel  the  best  thing  for  ordinary  wear.  In  the 
way  of  tinder  clothing,  a  light  Jaeger  vest,  of  the 
thinnest  make  for  ordinary  use,  with  a  shirt  of 
medium  thickness  when  something  warmer  is 
wanted,  are  invaluable.  Care  should  be  taken  lo 
get  the  real  Jaeger  things,  and  not  one  of  the 
many  imitations,  which  may  he  possibly  a  little 
cheaper  but  aie  not  nearly  so  durable. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  to  solve  is 
that  of  really  satisfactory  foot  gear.  Waragi 
(si  1  a w-sa n dais)  do  vei  y  well,  foi  those  who  can 
wear  them,  on  slippery  bouldeis  and  for  fording 
stieams,  but  on  snow  they  are  absolutely  useless, 
and  on  broken  rocks  are  apt  to  hurt  the  feet,  and 
readily  gel  cut  to  bits.  I  have  found  the  best  plan 
to  be  to  do  one's  ordinary  walking  in  good  hob- 
nailed boots,  which  are  of  course  absolutely  neces- 
sary on  the  snow,  and  for  climbing  over  smooth 
rocks,  etc.,  to  use  shoes  similar  to  what  are  some- 
limes  seen  at  Fiench  watering-places  for  the  use  of 
bathers.  Something  of  the  same  kind  is  used  for 
walking  purposes  in  that  country  under  the  name 
of  spadrilles,  whilst  in  parts  of  the  Pyrenees 
they  go  by  the  name  of  alpargatas.  They  usually 
consist  of  a  thick  sole  of  plaited  hemp,  with  uppers 
of  strong  canvas  or  similar  matei  ial.  I  have  been 
told  by  Japanese  that  there  is  a  shoe  of  this 
description  called  asa-%utsu,  and  I  have  also  heard 
that  foreign  pedestiians  have  employed  them  in 
this  country,  but  I  have  not  yet  come  across  them 
myself.  They  give  a  wondei  fully  secure  hold  on 
slippeiy  rocks  and  are  cool  and  light  to  the  feet. 

For  use  on  snow  and  in  steep  places  generally, 
same  sort  of  an  iion-pointed  pole  or  stick  is 
necessary.  The  best  thing  of  its  kind  for  ex- 
peditions such  as  I  have  attempted  to  desciibe 
is  the  "  Alpine  Walking  Stick,"  made  by  Messrs. 
Hill  and  Son,  Haymaiket,  London.  It  consists 
of  a  strong  ash  stick,  rather  bigger  than  an  or- 
dinary walking  sticit,  having  at  one  end  a  strong 
iron  point,  and  at  the  other  a  soit  of  handle  which 
can  be  used  also  for  cutting  steps  in  a  slope  of 
snow  or  a  steep  talus  of  earth. 

In  the  way  of  medicines,  a  very  useful  companion 
is  the  "  Mountaineer's  Pocket  Case,"  made  by 
Messrs.  Burionglus,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  of  Snow 
Hill  Buildings,  London. 

This  is  a  small  leather  case  containing  most  of 
the  ordinary  remedies  put  up  in  the  form  of  tabloids, 
and  even  if  one  doesn't  need  them  oneself,  it  is 
often  useful  to  be  able  to  help  a  Japanese  acquaint- 
ance, or  some  of  the  poor  rustics  who,  in  their  far 
away  Alpine  valleys,  never  see  a  doctor  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  their  days.  The  weight  is 
about  20  ounces,  and  the  price  25s. 


A  lady  told  a  party  of  friends  that  she  bad  quar- 
relled with  her  husband,  and  had  planted  a  tree 
in  memory  of  this,  their  first  falling  out.  "  What 
a  splendid  idea,"  whispered  another  lady  in  her 
husband's  ear;  "if  we  had  adopted  that  plan,  we 
might  have  had  by  now  a  fine  avenue  of  trees  in 
our  garden." 


IN  H.li.M.'s  C0UR2  I'Oli  JAPAN. 
♦ 

Before  R  A.  Mow.vr,  Esq.,  Judge. —  Monday, 
Febi  iihi  y  51I1. 

CLAIM  IOR   KKCOVUKY    OF  CiiKTAIN    DOCU  M  B  NTS. 

This  was  a  claim  brought  by  Kdward  Whillall, 
of  No.  59,  to  lecover  certain  documents  linin 
Thomas  Holyoake  BuX.  A  petition  hail  been  filed 
in  t  he  suil . 

His  Honour,  upon  taking  his  seat,  said  that  no 
answei  had  been  filed  by  defendant. 

Defendant — I  should  first  like  to  file  a  cross-suit 
in  this  matter. 

His  Honour — I  must  first  see  what  your  answer 
is  lo  the  petition. 

The  answei,  in  writing,  was  then  handed  lo  ihe 
Bench. 

His  Honour — It  is  very  inconvenient  to  put  in  a 
long  answer  like  this  at  the  last  moment. 

Defendant  —  I  brought  it  to  the  Court,  your 
Honoui,  some  days  ago,  but  was  informed  lhal 
there  were  certain  fees  to  pay  upon  it,  and  I  was 
not  in  a  position  lo  pay  those  fees.  I  was  informed 
that  I  could  put  it  in  now. 

His  Honour-  said  that  his  remark  had  reference 
to  the  plaintiff's  convenience  ;  the  document  was 
long  and  would  tal<e  some  time  to  read  and  ap- 
preciate. What  lelief  did  defendant  now  desiie 
to  ask  for  ?  * 

Defendant — That  first,  plaintiff  be  ordei  ed  to 
return  lo  me  the  promissory  note  for  $1,500  given 
by  me  lo  him  and  dated  the  13th  Match,  1 893  ; 
secondly,  thai  the  mortgage  upon  my  house  and 
furniture  at  166,  Bluff,  and  held  by  plaintiff,  be 
cancelled  ;  thii  dly,  lhat  plaintiff  return  lo  me  my 
life  insur  ance  policy,  given  by  me  to  him  as  security 
for  the  promissory  note,  and  also  lhat  I  be  paid 
my  allowance  of  $120  a  month,  for  carrying  on  the 
business,  up  lo  Ihe  I2lh  December,  last  yeai .  I 
have  had  nothing  since  the  end  of  Oct.  ;  also — 

His  Honoui  said  he  could  not  deal  with  all  these 
matters  at  once. 

Plaintiff  having  read  the  answer  put  in,  denied 
lire  tiuth  of  the  allegations  contained  in  it. 

His  Honour  asked  if  the  arbitrators  in  the  case 
weie  still  willing  to  arbitrate. 

Defendant  said  that  his  arbitrator  was  willing 
to  act,  but  the  arbitration  had  fallen  through  in 
consequence  of  plaintiff  taking  up  the  position 
he  did  in  regard  lo  the  mailer. 

His  Honour  (to  plaintiff)  —  Is  your  arbitrator 
willing  lo  act  still  ? 

Plaintiff — I  would  not  ask  him  to  act  as  ai  bill  ator 
in  the  matter  again. 

His  Honour  thought  that  it  was  a  pity  the  mat- 
ter could  not  have  been  arranged  amicably  by 
aibitration.  It  would  have  been  more  lo  ihe 
advantage  of  both  parties.  He  would  be  willing 
to  adjourn  the  case,  if  plaintiff  desired,  in  order  to 
allow  him  time  to  consider  the  answer  just  put  in. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  lime  allowed 
would  have  been  ten  days. 

Plaintiff  said  he  would  rather  go  on  with  case  at 
once. 

His  Honour  (to  defendant)  —  I  am  unable  lo 
accede  to  your  request  for  leave  lo  file  a  counter- 
claim, at  least  at  pi  esent,  because  until  the  case 
has  gone  a  little  fuither  I  cannot  see  whether  it 
arises  out  of  these  proceedings  or  not.  It  may  do 
so,  but  at  present  I  do  not  know,  and  ihe  case 
therefore  had  belter  go  on. 

Defendant — The  cross-suit  does  arise  out  of 
these  proceedings. 

His  Honoui — Very  well,  we  shall  see.  I  will 
now  hear  what  plaintiff  has  to  say  about  his  case. 

Plaintiff — Some  time  last  March,  Mr.  It  wine, 
the  rector  of  Christ  Church,  came  to  me  and  asked 
me  whether  I  could  do  anything  for  Mr.  Box. 
He  said  Mr.  Box  was  "  in  a  very  bad  way." 

His  Honour — I  would  like  you  to  give  your 
statement  without  using  any  expressions  that 
would  cause  pain  lo  anybody. 

Plaintiff — I  must  protect  myself  your  Honour. 

His  Honour — But  no  one  is  attacking  you,  Mr. 
Whittall  ;  11  y  and  give  me  your  side  of  the  case  in 
as  few  words  as  possible,  and  without  giving  pain 
lo  other  parties. 

Plaintiff — Well,  on  the  12th  December,  Mr.  Box 
came  to  me  and  lold  me  that  he  required  cheques 
for  some  $150  or  so,  and  I  told  him  that  I  wanted 
an  explanation,  and  that  I  would  not  allow  any 
more  payments  for  goods,  until — 

His  Honour — One  moment,  you  have  not  told 
me  how  your  connection  arose. 

Plaintiff — I  was  about  to  tell  your  Honour,  only 
you  stopped  me. 

His  Honoui — I  did  that  because  I  did  not  wish 
you  to  use  any  unkind  expressions  lhat  might 
possibly  get  into  the  public  prints.  You  com- 
menced by  using  the  words  he  was  "  in  a  very  bad 
way" — now,  I  think,  such  an  expression  quite  un- 


necessary, and  uncalled  for,  in  such  a  statement 
as  I  requite  for  the  purposes  of  this  cast?. 

Plain tlfl— The  day  after  Mr,  It  wine  had  spoken 
mine,  Mi.  B9X  (Sailed,  He  said  he  (bought  his 
late  firm  had  treated  him  badly  — 

His  Honoui — Leave  that  out,  it  is  nnnecessat  y. 

Plaintiff — Well,  Box  said  that  he  was  a  good 
judge  ol  silk  piece-goods,  and  he  asked  me  for 
ihe  loan  of  $1,500,  Wherewith  lo  let  up  a  busi- 
ness in  Aniet  ica.  I  said  thai  I  had  myself  been 
thinking  about  such  a  trade,  and  110  doubt  theie 
was  something  in  il,  but  that  I  myself  knew  noth- 
ing at  all  about  it.  I  said  I  would  give  him  lelteis 
to  friends  in  San  Francisco,  and  would  be  very 
glad  to  assist  him  if  he  could  gel  a  business  toge- 
ther in  America,  and  would  give  him  half  ptofits. 
There  was  nothing  beyond  that  tf  in  (he  matter. 
Well,  he  went  over,  and  soon  wrote  a  lot  of  letters 
10  me  about  the  business. 

His  Honoui — What  business? 

Plaintiff — The  silk  piece-goods  business.  He 
got  lelteis  from  me  to  other  people  and  friends  in 
the  United  Stales,  and  he  relumed  to  Yokohama 
with  a  few  orders. 

At  a  previous  stage  of  the  proceedings  plaintiff  • 
said  that  he  wished  to  call  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Irwiue 
as  a  witness,  to  prove  how  the  introduction  of  Box 
to  the  business  came  about.  His  Honour  now 
thought  that  from  the  statement  jusi  made,  that 
Mr.  Ii  wine  need  not  be  called  at  all.  He  had  only 
been  the  instrument  of  introduction  between  the 
parties,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  documents 
— the  matter  then  before  the  Court. 

Plaintiff — But  something  transpired  afterwards, 
of  which  he  can  speak. 

His  Honour  thought  that  there  was  no  use  in 
keeping  the  reverend  gentleman  wailing,  as  it 
would  be  a  long  lime  before  proceedings  reached 
that  stage  ;  besides,  he  thought  the  matter  could 
be  arranged  without  calling  anybody,  or  taking 
up  anybody  elses  time.  Would  Mr.  Box  give  up 
the  documents  ? 

Defendant — I  have  always  been  disposed  to 
give  them  up  under  certain  conditions. 

His  Honour — Well,  tell  me  of  those  conditions. 

Defendant — The  whole  of  the  arrangements 
between  us  have  been  verbal.  Plaintiff  ejected 
me  fiom  his  office  and  I  kept  these  papers. 

His  Honoui — But  what  aie  your  conditions  for 
giving  them  up  ? 

Defendant — That  he  admits  me  as  being  his 
pai  tner. 

His  Honour — Do  these  papers  have  any  value? 

Defendant — Yes,  in  connection  with  the  business. 

His  Honoui — So  the  business  is  going  on  Ihen, 
I  thought  you  said  it  was  slopped. 

Defendant — I  will  cany  it  on  if  I  can. 
His  Honour — Then  what  you  want  is  your  salary? 

Defendant — Yes,  and  damages. 

His  Honoui — But    if  you    are  a  partner  you 
don't  want  salary. 

Defendant — I  do  as  working  partner. 

His  Honour — What  other  relief  do  you  want; 
you  stated  that  you  wanted  something  else,  did 
you  not  ? 

Defendant — In  my  cross-suit  I  ask  for  $7,500 
as  compensation  for  damages  sustained  by  me 
through  plaintiff  failing  to  carry  on  the  business 
as  arranged,  and  for  slopping  the  business. 

His  Honour — If  he  gives  you  compensation  you 
will  give  up  the  documents  I  piesume.  You  will 
have  fees  to  pay  on  your  counter-claim. 

Defendant — Your  Honour,  I  am  compelled  to 
appear  in  forma  pauperis. 

His  Honour — I  understand.  Then  why  do  you 
not  sue  Mr.  Whittall  for  these  things  altogether? 

Defendant — If  he  has  the  documents  in  his 
hands  I  lose  everything  of  evidence  on  which  lo 
base  my  claim. 

His  Honour — But  you  can  make  copies  of  those 
documents,  and  they  can  be  kept. 

Plaintiff — I  should  certainly  keep  the  papers; 
they  are  of  value  to  me  in  all  my  business.  They 
are  letters  connected  with  shipments,  and  in- 
voices and  other  memoranda,  all  connected  with 
the  business  which  Mr.  Box  looked  after.  He 
can  always  come  to  my  office  to  look  at  them.  I 
wrote  him  a  letter  to  lhat  effect.  There  is  one 
question  I  should  like  to  ask  him  ;  it  is  about  the 
way  in  which  his  name  appears  in  the  Directory. 
It  runs  :— -No.  59,  Thos.  Holyoake  Box,  and  then 
underneath  thai,  Neeshima,  clei  k  ;  what  does  lhat 
mean  ? 

His  Honour — That  doesn't  seem  to  concern  the 
documents.    Let  me  look  at  them. 

The  papers  and  documents  in  the  possession  of 
defendant  were  then  all  handed  over  to  the  Bench. 

His  Honour — I  don't  see  any  letters  addressed 
to  Mr.  Whittall  yet. 

Plaintiff — He  may  have  destroyed  them. 

His  Honour — No,  no,  you  cannot  possibly 
mean  that. 

Defendant  here  explained  that  Mr.  Whittall's 
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letters  wei  e  under  some  olheis  wliicli  his  Honour 
had  not  yet  looked  at. 

His  Honour— Why  can't  you  (defendant)  give 
up  lliese  papeis,  and  then  if  you  think  yourself 
aggiieved  sue  Mr.  Whitlall  for  damages. 

Defendant—  Because   I  don't   wish   to  transfer 
myself  into  a  plaintiff. 

His  Honoui — But  you  must  be  a  plaintiff  in  the 
counier-claim. 

Defendant— I  wish  to  be  able  to  preseivetlie 
lelleis  as  my  evidence. 

His  Honour— You  can  easily  do  that.  They 
aie  of  value  to  the  other  side  as  well  as  lo  you; 
they  would  not  be  destroyed.  Have  you  any 
objection  to  handing  them  over  lo  Mr.  Whittall  ? 

Defendant — I  have  no  objection,  but  I  hand 
them  over  only  on  one  condition.  I  would  like  to 
ask  him  what  position  I  am  in,  whether  the  busi- 
ness is  on  ly  his,  or  whether  it  is  run  conjointly  for 
the  benefit  of  both  of  us? 

His  Honour— Very  well,  plaintiff  disputes  ihe 
position  you  maintain.  But  he  has  no  objection  to 
your  taking  copies  of  the  documents  in  his  posses 
sion  and  a  copy  of  the  documents  which  you  now 
hold.  You  can  keep  the  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  business. 

Plain  tiff — 1  am   very  willing  to  accept  those 
terms. 

His  Honoui— That  settlement  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfactory  I  should  think. 

Defendant— I  am  asked  lo  give  up  the  docu- 
ments, but  I  hope  that  it  will  not  cause  my  claim 
to  fall  through. 

His  Honoui— You  have  not  begun  that  yet. 

Defendant — Then  there  is  my  ejection  fiom  the 
office. 

His  Honoui — Thai  would  probably  make  t 
ground  for  your  claim  against  him,  but  that  does 
not  ai  ise  in  this  case. 

Defendant  — What  mtisl  I  do,  then. 

His  Honour — You  must  file  a  petition  in 
usual  way. 

Defendant — Those  documents  which    you  ask 
me  to  give  up  all  lend  lo  prove  my  claim  for  pail 
nership. 

Plaintiff  said  there  were  other  documents  loo. 

Defendant  —  But  you  have  all  ihe  olheis  ;  can  I 
not  have  access  to  those  ? 

His  Honoui — All  those  that  came  in  aflei  wai  its, 
Yes. 

Defendant — It  is  those  letters  that  wet  e  receive 
aftei  wards  that  I  can't  see. 

Plaintiff— But  I  wrote  lo  Box  telling  him  li 
could  see  them  whenever  he  wanted  lo. 

Defendant — But  I  could  not  go  lo  your  office. 

His  Honoui— Well,  then,  take  copies  of  them 

now.  s 

Plaintiff— May  I  ask  that  Mr.  Box  hand  ovei 
copies  of  1  eceipts  of  moneys  obtained  from  my  com 
pradore,  and  which  are  mentioned  in  the  answer. 

His  Honour— He  has  given  up  the  papeis  you 
asked  for;  have  you  any  objection  to  leaving  the 
papers  you  have,  and  which  he  desites  to  copy 
in  the  Court-room  ? 

Plaintiff— There  are  some  accounts  among  them 
which  I  should  not  like  to  lose.  He  ran  away 
wilh  the  olhei  s. 

His  Honour— Well,  he  thought  lhat  as  partnei 
he  had  a  righl  to  them,— lhat  they  were  his. 
won't  occur  again. 

Defendant  said  the  1  eceipts  which  plaintiff  had 
a^ked  for  weie  among  the  papeis  he  had  handed 
over. 

His  Honour— This  really  ends  the  matter.  Hei 
aie  ihe  documents  which  you,  plaintiff,  ask  fo 
and  which  you  aie  lo  preserve  and  produce  when 
ever  you  may  be  called  upon  at  any  time  to  do  so 
Those  which  you  hold,  Mr.  Box  may  inspect  an 
take  copies  of. 

Plaintiff — I  have  one  request  to  make.  Thei 
are  $1,506  worth  of  goods  lying  at  No.  59,  my 
office,  which   Box  in  his  answer  says  were  pin 
chased  by  him  for  himself  and  by  himself  entirely 
I  have  paid  foi  them,  but  I  do  not  know  anything 
at  all  about  Litem.    They  weie  referred  to  the 
arbitration,  but  Box    has  got  ihe   key   of  one 
loom.     The  goods  are  loose  and  some  have  bee 
stolen.      I    have    done    nothing    in    the  mailer 
because    I    do   not    know   anything   about  the 
goods;   but   I   should  like  the  Court  to  ask  M 
Box  who  paid  for  them.    If  your  Honour  could  ask 
him  that  it  might  settle  the  matter. 

His  Honoui— I  can't  go   beyond  the  petition 
The  petition  merely  asks  for  the  recovery  of  cer- 
tain documents.     Those  you  have  now  obtained, 
and  I  can't  go  beyond  lhat. 

Plaintiff— But  in  my  petition  don't  I  make  re- 
ference (0  some  memoranda. 

His  Honour— 'There  is  mention  of  memorandum 
of  goods. 

Defendant — That  memorandum  is  theie  among 
the  other  documents. 

His  Honour  asked  if  plaintiff  was  satisfied  with 
that. 


Plaintiff — Entirely;  I  am  willing  to  make  over 
to  Mr.  Box  all  his  lights  in  these  goods. 
His  Honoui— Are  ihey  yours  or  his? 
Plaintiff — He  says  they  are  his  ;  I  paid  for  them. 
But  I  don't  know  what  they  are,  or  what  he  bought 
them  for. 

Defendant — I  say  that  they  are  ours  conjointly. 
His  Honour — Had  they  not  heller  be  shipped? 
Defendant — They  can't  be  shipped. 
His  Honoui  — Are  they  no  longer  of  use  ? 
Defendant — I  don't  think  so. 
His  Honour — When  weie  they  bought? 
Defendant — These  are  the  goods  lhat  have  been 
the  subject  of  arbitration  all  along.    Some  weie 
bought  in  August,  some  in  September,  and  so  on. 
They  would  be  shipped  at  gi  eat  disadvantage  now. 
His  Honour — What  is  their  value? 
Defendant — About  $2,000.    They  were  paid  fct 
Mr.  Whiltall's  money. 

His  Honoui — Can't  they  be  shipped  when  the 
time  conies  lound  again;  or  are  they  kept  heie 
because  the  business  is  stopped  ;  (lo  Plaintiff)  are 
you  willing  to  have  ihem  shipped  ? 

Plaintiff — I  have  all  along  been  willing  ;  but  I 
deny  in  toto  the  allegations  in  the  answer  lhat  I 
stopped  the  business. 

His  Honour — Do  you  agree  to  ship  them  M 
Box  ? 

Defendant— I  agree  to  ship  them,  they  weie 
bought  as  sample  consignments,  but  Mr.  Whit 
tall  refused  to  do  business  that  way. 

His  Honoui — You  have  no  objeclton  to  shipping 
them,  I  suppose. 

Defendant — I  agree  to  ship  them  foi  our  mutua 
advantage,  but  they  will  have  lo  be  sent  to  dif 
ferenl  people  now. 

His  Honour — Well,  that  is  settled.     Now,  don't 
think  you  can  go  along  to  Mr.  Whittall's 
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office  and  make  copies 
equii  e. 
Defendant  demurred. 

Plaintiff— If  he  is  afraid  to  enter  my  office  li 
can  bring  policemen  along  wilh  him. 

His  Honoui — That  is  not  the  case  at  all  ;  you 
cannot  mean  it. 

Defendant  said  he  would  be  willing  to  go  to  Mr 
Whittall's  office,  if  lhat  gentleman  would  agree  not 
lo  molest  him,  and  if  he  could  have  the  use  of  ihe 
office  he  used  lo  use 

Plaintiff — The  office  which  Mr.  Box  used  when 
in  my  employ  is  entirely  at  his  service. 

His  Honour — Then  the  whole  matter  is  settl 
by  consent. 

Plaintiff — May  I  ask  for  my  costs? 
His   Honoui — It  is  not  the  rule  to  give  costs 
when  a  case  is  settled  amicably  by  consent.  If 
the  case  had  gone  on  I  cannot  say  which  side  I 
hould  have  taken,   whether  youis  01   the  olhe 
party's.    It  did  not  go  so  far,  but  you  agreed  to 
settle  it  by  consent,  and  you  are  in  the  some  pos 
lion  as  if  you  had  settled  it  outside  without  ap 
peaiing  before  the  Coiut.    In  no  cases  of  amicab 
settlement  by  consent  can  costs  be  given  against 
ihe  other  side. 

The  Com  t  then  rose. 


SUPREME  COURT,  HONGKONG. 


IN   ORIGINAL  JURISDICTION. 


Before  His  Honour  Sir  Fielding  Clarke,  Chief 
Justice. — Thursday,  January  251I1. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  HIOGO  HOTEL,  LIMITED. 

'The  liquidators  of  the  Hiogo  Hotel,  Limited, 
Messrs.  H.  J.  Peaice  and  H.  J.  Rothwell,  having 
taken  steps  to  enforce  the  payment  of  $48,600  by 
Mr.  R.  H.  Cook,  manager  of  the  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  in  Kobe,  on  ac- 
count of  486  shares  held  by  the  Bank  for  the 
Company,  and  a  judge's  summons  having  been 
taken  out  calling  upon  The  liquidators  to  show 
cause  why  the  name  of  Mr.  Cook  should  not  be 
sliuck  off  the  list  of  contribuiories,  His  Lordship 
oideied  ihe  hearing  of  the  case  in  public. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Leach,  Q.C.,  instructed  by  Mr.  E.  C. 
Ellis  (of  Mr.  V.  H.  Deacon's  office),  represented 
Ihe  liquidators;  and  Mr.  J.J.  Francis,  Q.C.,  in- 
structed by  Mr.  G.  C.  C.  Master  (of  Messrs. 
Johnson,  Stokes,  and  Master),  represented  the 
Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation. 

It  was  staled  at  the  outset  that  the  Bank  took 
upon  itself  all  the  responsibility  in  the  matter 
which  might  attach  to  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Leach  read  an  affidavit  made  by  Mr. 
Pearce,  and  read  the  various  sections  of  the  local 
Ordinance  confert  ing  poweis  upon  liquidators  to 
make  up  a  list  of  contribuiories,  as  was  done  in 
this  case,  and  to  make  calls  upon  ihe  contribuio- 
ries. Mi.  Cook  was  placed  on  the  list  of  con- 
tribuiories on  22nd  December,  1892,  a  call  was 
made  and  notice  given  of  the  call  011  261I1  April, 


1893,  and  no  steps  whatevei  had  been  taken  either 
by   the  Bank   or  Mr.  Cook  to  remove  his  name 
from  the  list  of  conti  ibutoi  ies,    and,  therefore, 
the  Liquidatois  had  lo  come  to  this  Com  I  to  en- 
orce  the  call.  Having  placed  Mr.  Cook  on  the  list 
of  contribuiories  and  having  made  a  call,  a  prima 
facie  speciality  debt  was  established  against  Mr. 
Cook.    That  was  to  say,  lhat  having  done  nothing 
himself  lo  get  his  name  removed  from  ihe  list  and 
laving   allowed  the  call  to  be  made,  there  was 
prima  facie  liability  on  him  to  show  lhat  he  was 
not  liable  for  the  shares  standing  in  his  name  at 
ihe  date  of  the  winding-up  of  the  Company.  Thai 
it  was  a  speciality  debt  was  shown   by  Sec.  73 
of  Oidinance  I  of  1865.    With  reference  to  a  mo- 
tion by  the  Bank,  Mr.  Leach  held  ihey  had  taken 
quite  an  unnecessary  slep,  having  allowed  nioie 
than  a  year  lo  go  by  without  taking  any  steps  10 
get  the  name  removed  from  (he  list  of  conti  i- 
butories.     The  same    issue  was    raised    by  ihe 
motion  as  was  raised  by  ibis  summons,  namely, 
were  the   486  oidinary   shaies  standing   in  the 
name  of  R.  H.  Cook  al  the  dale  of  the  wind- 
ing-up of    the    Company    fully    paid-up  shares 
or  not,  and   if  not  fully  paid-up  was  the  Bank 
liable  lo  pay  them  up.     After  olher  arguments  to 
the  effect  that  the  issue  raised  by  the  motion  was 
similar  to  thai  raised  on  the  summons,  Ihe  learned 
counsel  concluded  by  submitting  thai  il  was  for 
Mr.  Francis,  on  behalf  of  the  Bank,  to  remove 
the  prima  facie  liability. 

Mr.  Francis  submitted  it  was  removed  by  the 
affidavit  by  Mr.  Masler,  showing  lhat  the  shaies 
were  fully  paid-up. 

His  Loidship  asked  if  that  was  all  ihe  case. 
Mr.    Francis  said    it  was  not,   but  it  was  an 
answer  to  the  statement  of  the  other  side  that  the 
onus  of  proof  lay  upon  him. 

His  Loidship  pointed  out  that  counsel  had  been 
biiefed  to  submit  to  him  the  points  of  law  aiising 
from  the  case. 

Mr.  Francis  said  no  points  of  law  had  yel  been 
raised. 

His  Lordship  said  Mr.  Francis  could  not  be 
heaid  again.  He  did  not  understand  thai  they 
were  merely  discussing  the  onus  of  proof. 

After  some  further  desultory  discussion,  Mr. 
Francis  lead  a  long  affidavit  by  Mr.  Masler, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Hotel  Company 
was  stalled  wilh  1,700  ordinaiy  shares  of  $100 
each  and  340  founders'  shaies  of  $15  each.  The 
purchase-money  to  go  to  the  lale  W.  G.  Johnson, 
the  vendor,  was  $175,100,  of  which  $133,900  was 
to  be  paid  in  cash  and  $40,000  by  the  allotment  to 
the  vendor  of  400  fully  paid  tip  oi  dinary  shares  and 
80  foundeis'  shares.  Of  the  cash,  W.  G.  Johnson 
had  to  pay  J.  D.  Carroll,  to  whom  a  reference  was 
made  in  the  prospectus  of  ihe  Company,  $90,000 
for  a  portion  of  the  pi  opei  ty  owned  by  him.  Only 
$99,280  was  subscribed  by  the  public.  This  sum, 
with  ihe  $41,200  agreed  to  be  taken  by  Mr.  John- 
son in  fully  paid-up  oidinrry  shaies  and  in  found- 
ers' shares,  made  up  $140,480  of  the  $175,100  and 
left  a  sum  of  $34,620  slill  to  be  subscribed.  Mr. 
Johnson  agreed  to  leceive  this  amount  in  fully 
paid-up  shares  in  lien  of  cash,  and  there  was  a 
receipt  in  hand,  signed  by  Mr.  Di  ummond,  Sec- 
retary to  ihe  Company,  "  Received  from  W.  G. 
Johnson  ihe  sum  of  $75,820  in  full  payment  of  736 
Oidinary  shares  and  148  foundeis  shares  in  ihe 
Hiogo  Hotel,  Limited."  On  account  of  loans  to 
Mr.  Johnson,  486  shares  were  deposited  as  secui  ity 
by  him  wilh  Mr.  Cook,  and  subsequently  the 
shares  weie  registered  in  Mr.  Cook's  name.  If 
the  shares  issued  to  the  lale  Mr.  Johnson  weie  to 
be  treated  as  unpaid,  it  was  maintained  (hat  the 
1  epresenialives  of  Mr.  Johnson  had  a  good  claim 
on  ihe  Company  for  the  balance  of  the  ; purchase 
money  of  the  Hotel,  and  thai  this  ought  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  assets  of  the  Company  in  liquidation 
befoie  any  adjustment  could  be  made  between  the 
contribuiories.  The  affidavit  concluded  by  stal- 
ing lhat  a  judge's  summons  had  been  taken  out 
calling  upon  ihe  Liquidators  to  show  cause  way 
the  name  of  R.  H.  Cook  should  nol  be  struck  off 
the  list  of  conti  ibutoi  ies. 

Mr.  Francis  entered  upon  a  long  and  involved 
legal  argument,  and  the  case  was  adjourned  till 
to-morrow  morning  al  10.30. 


Friday,  January  26th. 

The  hearing  was  resumed  of  the  application  by 
the  liquidators  of  the  Hiogo  Hotel,  Limited,  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  calls  for  $48,600  made  on 
Mr.  R.  H.  Cook,  manager  at  Kobe  of  the  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Leach,  Q.C.  (instructed  by  Mr.  E. 
C.  Ell  is  of  Mr.  V.  H.  Deacon's  office),  appeared 
for  the  liquidator,  and  Mr.  J.J.  Francis,  Q.C.  (in- 
structor, by  Mr.  G.  C.  C.  Masler,  of  Messrs.  John- 
son, Stokes  and  Master)  represented  the  Bank. 

His  Loidship — Have  you  any  olher  evidence  to 
tender,  Mr.  Francis? 

Mr.  Francis — Not  at  present,  my  lord. 
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His  Lordship — Theie  is  llltl'dly  any  evidence  al 
all;  only  an  affidavit  of  heaisay. 

Mi.  Fiancis — Thai  affidavit  is  admitted  by  the 
other  side. 

His  Lordship — I  cannot  lake  meie  presumptions 
As  lo  the  execution  of  the  transfer,  for  instance,  I 
cannot  assume  that  theie  was  any  transfer  on  thai 
particulai  dale.  I  cannot  assume  that  you  acled 
on  thai  teceipl.  The  mallei  is  within  your  own 
power  lo  piove  if  you  choose  to  do  it.  There  is  no 
1  eason  why  Mr.  Cook  should  nol  make  an  affidavit. 

Mi.  Francis — But  I  contend,  my  lord,  that  the 
onus  of  proof  is  on  the  other  side.  We  are  the 
regisleied  holders  of  the  shares.  VVe  hold  the 
ceitificate  to  ihe  effect  lhat  they  aie  fully  paid-up 
and  11  is  for  ihem  to  piove  the  contrary. 

His  Lordship — As  1  egards  400 of  the  736  shai es, 
at  any  lale  yon  must  have  had  some  knowledge 
thai  the  agreement  was  not  registered. 

Mr.  Fiancis — I  submit  lhat  theie  is  not  suffi 
men!  evidence  lo  satisfy  any  Court  lhat  we  did 
have  that  knowledge,  although  it  looks  on  the 
face  of  the  papers  as  though  we  might  have  had 
that  knowledge. 

His  Lordship — I  agree  with  you  as  to  the  burden 
of  pioof  in  respect  to  ihe  shares  over  and  above 
the  400. 

Mr.  Francis — No  evidence  has  been  given  that 
we  had  any  knowledge.  Ii  looks  prima  facie  as 
though  we  had,  as  regards  the  400  shares,  but  be- 
yond that  there  is  no  evidence  of  our  knowledge 
of  the  non-registration  of  this  agreement,  and 
this  does  not  seem  lo  have  dawned  on  any  of  the 
paities  until  after  Mr.  Johnson's  death.  The 
position  we  take  up  is  that  we  are  in  possession 
of  evidence  of  a  bona  fide  transaction  between 
the  Company  and  Mr.  Johnson.  Whether  these 
transfers  were  given  or  nol  at  the  time  they 
were  made,  the  Hiogo  Hotel,  Limited,  has  re- 
cognised them  and  on  the  faith  of  those  transfers 
they  have  issued  fresh  certificates  and  registered 
us  as  the  holders  of  these  shares.  If  those  trans- 
fers were  not  properly  executed  then  they  had  no 
right  lo  put  us  on  theshaie  register  at  all.  No 
amount  of  requests  on  our  part  would  have  en 
titled  us  to  that. 

His  Lordship— It  might  affect  your  position  if 
you  were  the  transferee  before  the  coi  respondence 
look  place.    But  you  ought  to  produce  some  do 
cument  which   is  inteligible   in   itself.     I  cannot 
understand  anything  from  looking  at  that  transfer. 

Mr.  Fiancis — We  do  not  pioduce  it. 

His  Loidship — But  you  rely  upon  it. 

Mr.  Francis— It  is  the  whole  of  the  information 
we  have. 

His  Loidship — You  rely  on  the  fact  of  transfer. 

Mr.  Francis— I  rely  on  the  fact  thai  it  is  ad 
mitted  011  the  other  side  that  an  advance  of  $8,000 
was  obtained  on   the  security  of  those  shares  on 
lhat  date. 

His  Loidship— I  think  it  would  be  made  mud 
more  satisfactory  if  we  had  some  evidence.  The 
matter  is  now  brought  lo  an  issue  and  the  Court 
ought  lo  have  satisfactory  materials  before  it  from 
which  lo  draw  inferences.  There  is  a  large  sum 
of  money  at  stake  and  all  we  have  at  present  is 
a  hearsay  affidavit,  and  an  entire  blank  .as  to 
several  of  the  facts  which  must  be  within  the 
parties'  knowledge. 

Mr.  Francis— I  have  already  explained  the  posi- 
tion, my  lord.  There  is  only  one  person  in  Hong- 
kong  who  was  at  Yokohama  at  the  time  of  this 
transfer. 

His  Lordship— It  is  quite  possible  to  go  beyond 
Hongkong.  I  offer  you  now  an  adjournment  foi 
the  parties  to  obtain  evidence  of  these  facts.  Do 
you  wish  it,  Mr.  Francis  ? 

Mr.  Fiancis— Yes,  my  lord. 

Mr.  Leach — I  cannot  oppose  it,  my  lord. 

His  Lordship— .1   ihink  it  is  exceedingly  v 
suable  lhat  the  facts  should  be  brought  out  more 
clearly  and  fully  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Fiancis— It  would  facilitate  the  mailer  to 
arrive  at  a  rough  statement  of  the  issues. 

His  Lordship — If  you  and  your  friend  can  agree 
to  a  statement  of  ihe  facts  it  would  undoubtedly 
be  a  good  thing. 

Mr.  Fiancis — We  can  make  an  attempt- 

His  Lordship— It  looks  to  my  mind— I  say  it 
with  all  caution— it  looks  as  though  there  was  one 
certificate  for  the  whole  of  the  shares  and  that 
was  deposited  with  the  Bank,  that  there  was  no 
enumeration  of  the  shares,  that  the  transfer  was 
executed  in  blank  to  be  filled  up  when  the  cerii 
hcates  were  ready,  that  the  Bank  probably  knew 
that  the  400  shares  were  founders'  shares,  that 
it  is  not  shown  that  the  Bank  had  any  knowledge 
that  no  contract  was  registered,  that  the  burden 
of  proof  as  regards  the  balance  that  the  Bank 
knew  there  was  no  cash  payment— if  indeed  there 
is  any  burden  of  proving  the  fact  that  there  were 
no  cash  payments— lies  on  the  Company,  and  no 
such  proof  has  al  present  been  adduced.  It  may 
be  a  point,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  as  to 


what  effect  was  produced  on  tile  action  of  ihe 
Bank  by  ihe  deposit  of  (his  receipt,  They  may 
have  been  misled  and  it  is  an  important  fact  whe 
ther  they  actually  were  misled.  I  think  il  is  pio- 
hahle  thai  ihe  Bank  must  have  known  lhat  those 
400  shares  weie  founders'  shares. 

Mr,  Fiancis — It  is  probable. 

His  Loidship — But  it  may  be  SO,  and  Ihe  Bank 
ought  lo  have  ihe  opportunity  of  showing  lhat  it 
is  not  so.  If  I  draw  inferences  from  the  present 
material  one  oi  the  paities  might  appeal  to  pro 
dues  evidence  which  might  be  given  now,  and  I 
think  that  ihe  pai  ty  who  does  not  adduce  his 
evidence  now  ought  in  such  an  event  to  be  visited 
with  Ihe  costs.  I  think  it  is  far  best  that  the 
parties  should  collect  evidence  now.  I  do  not  like 
connecting  links  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Fiancis — There  was  a  case  I  referred  to 
yesterday  of  appeal  lo  the  House  of  Lords  — 

His  Lordship — We  have  not  got  a  House  of 
Lords  here  yet,  Mr.  Francis.  I  think  that  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  Court  and  lo  all 
pai  ties  for  the  proper  adjudication  of  this  matter 
that  there  should  be  an  opportunity  given  of  get- 
ting some  evidence.  The  matter  has  been  rather 
hurried  and  anxiety  was  exhibited  to  get  into 
Court.  The  summons  was  only  taken  out  the 
other  day.  I  thought  at  ihe  time  that  the  facts 
were  not  fully  brought  out,  and  they  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Francis— I  think  it  would  be  much  better 
my  lord. 

His  Loidship  then  adjourned  the  case  until 
Maich  1st,  enjoining  on  the  parlies  to  obtain 
the  books  and  papeis  relative  lo  the  matter.— 
Daily  Press. 


THE  INTERPORT  FOOTBALL 

MATCH. 
 <  

YOKOHAMA  VESRUS  KOBE. 


(Mr.  C.  L  . 
<  Mr.  G.  W.  Whymark 
(.Mr.  W.  Kerr. 

\  Rieht  Wine-  \  Mr>  F-  '•  c°Hins. 
i     B  g- 1  Mr.  S.  Meadows. 


The  learns  selected  to  represent  their  ports  in  the 
great  annual  Interporl  Match  were  as  follows;:— 

YOKOHAMA.  KOBE 

E.W.Tate.  Goal.  Mr.  F.L.Marshall. 

^:B.HvaePearson.}Backs  {Mr.Geo.B=> 

giMW     WbacKs    r^-C-F,  Stephens. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Arnould.  J 
Mr.  E  J.  Libeaud 
Mr.  H.  R.  Mair. 

Mr.  P.  Morriss.  Centre.  Mr.  C.  H.  Liehtfoot. 

^  5E:i:m.    }^wing.  {ft*****™. 

Grave  doubts  were  expiessed  on  Monday  morning 
as  to  the  weather,  and  it  looked  for  some  time  as 
if  the  heavy  clouds  of  the  moining  would  descend 
in  rain  during  the  afternoon.    The  sl.ong  wind 
which  sprang  up  from  the  north  prevented  the 
clouds    f.om    discharging,    however,    but  the 
keen     wind     rendered     play     very  unpleasant 
and  reduced  the  number  of  spectators  maieri- 
ally.    The    Kobe   Town  Band  was  present  and 
altempted  to  make  things  lively  for  the  shivering 
spectators.    After    the    learns  had    been  pholo 
graphed,  a    start    was  made  shoitly  after  three 
o  clock,  when  Pearson,  winning  i|)e  toss,  chose  the 
southern  goal.    Mr.  C.  N.  Crosse  acted  as  Re- 
feree,  and    Messrs.  Bnishfield  and   Kenyon  as 
linesmen,    the   trio  in  every  respect  performing 
their  duties  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  every  body 
On  the  ball  being  started  the  visitors  made  a 
rush,  and  thus  early  in  Ihe  game  it  was  apparent 
that  the  home  team  were  out-paced,  and  their 
backs  had  difficulty  in  dealing.      Unfo.  Innately 
at  this  point,  the  visitors'  centre  forward  was  dis- 
abled, having  dislocated  a  knee  cap,  which  neces- 
sitaled  his  being  carried  off  ihe  field.     On  resum- 
ing, the  visitors,  with  Arnould  in  place  of  Mori  iss, 
still  attacked  vigorously,  and  splendid  work  was 
done    by   Cabeldu  and   Mair,    the    latter  espe- 
cially.   The  home  forwards  were  also  doing  well, 
but  Lias  and  Pearson  were  too  much  for  them' 
and  repeatedly  frustrated  attempts  at  goal  Just 
before  half-time  was  called,  some  excellent  passing 
by.  the  visitois'  forwards  took  place,  and  ultimately 
Mair  got  the  ball,  beat  the  backs,  and  scored. 
At  half-time  the  record  was— Yokohama  one  goal 
Kobe  nil.  ° 

After  the  interval,  the  visitors,  with  a  strong 
freshening  wind  in  their  favour,  attacked  the 
southern  goal,  and  despite  the  effoits  of  the  home 
team,  who  certainly  worked  hard  to  retrieve 
their  position,  early  scoied  a  second  goal  In- 
stead  of  depressing,  this  seemed  to  develop  new 
energy  m  the  local  forwards,  and  both  wings  tried 
j  A°,,C0'  e'  Wilkins°»  getting  several  long  shots, 
and  Collins  and  Meadows,  who  worked  together 
exceedingly  well,  also  taking  the  ball  close  up  to 
their  opponents'  goal,  but  the  wind  and  the  backs 
were  unconquerable.  During  the  remainder  of 
play  the  local  team  held  its  own,  but  against  the 
wind  then  blowing  it  was  simply  an  impossibility 


to  keep  the  ball  oul  of  their  half.  Nothing  fuither 
1  (  suited,  howevei ,  ill  the  way  of  scoi  ing,  anil  at  Ihe 
Call  of  tune  the  scoi  e  stood  —  Yokohama  two  goals, 

Kobe  nil. 

For  the  defeated  team  all  the  forwards  did 
faiily  well,  but  the  ciacks  of  the  weekly  matches 
had  playeis  of  different  calibre  to  contend  with 
to  those  of  their  confreres,  and  the  lesult  was 
disaster.  The  backs  and  halfbacks  showed 
themselves  weak,  Biaess  proving  the  pick  of 
them.  For  ihe  wirajjers,  it  may  faiily  be  said  that 
all  did  well  without  exception,  and  the  point  may 

lie  emphasised  by  remarking  that  the  little 'una 

were  just  as  good  as  the  big  'tins,  and  that  is 
saying  a  great  deal. — Kobe  Chronicle. 


HONGKONG  AND  SHANGHAI  BANK- 
ING CORPORATION. 


The  following  is  the  fifty  seventh  report  of  the 
Couit  of  Directors  to  the  ordinary  half-yeaily 
general  meeting  of  shareholders  to  be  held  at  the 
Cily  Hall,  Hongkong,  on  Saturday,  the  17th  Feb- 
ruary, al  noon  : — 

To  the  Proprietors  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shang- 
hai Banking  Corporation. 
Gentlemen, — The  directors  have  now  (o  submit 
to  you  a  general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  and  balance  sheet  for  the  half-year  ending 
31st  December,  1893. 

The  net  profits  for  the  period,  including 
$119,280.16,  balance  brought  forward  from  last 
account,  after  paying  all  charges,  deducting  inter- 
est paid  and  due,  and  making  provision  for  bad 
and  doubtful  accounts,  amount  to  $1,236,401.94. 

The  directors  recommend  the  transfer  of  $300,000 
from  the  piofit  and  loss  account  to  credit  of  the 
reserve  fund,  which  fund  will  then  stand  at 
1^4,200,000.  They  also  recommend  writing  off 
bank  premises  account  the  sum  of  $100,000. 

After  making  these  transfers  and  deducting  re- 
muneration to  directors,  there  remains  for  appro- 
priation $826,401.94,  out  of  which  the  directors 
recommend  a  dividend  of  one  pound  per  share 
which  will  absorb  $355,555.55. 

The  diffeience  in  exchange  between  4/6,  the  rate 
at  which  the  dividend  is  declared,  and  2/3,  the  rate 
of  the  day,  amounts  to  $355,555.56. 

The  balance,  $115,290.83,  to  be  cariied  to  new 
profit  and  loss  account. 

DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Holliday  has  been  appointed  Chairman 
for  the  year  1894,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Moses  Deputy 
Chairman. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Moses,  Mr.  Carl  Jantzen,  and  Mr. 
Julius  Kramer  retire  in  rotation,  and  being  eligible 
for  ic-election  offer  themselves  accordingly. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Gray  has  been  invited  to  join  ihe 
board  ;  all  these  appointment  require  lo  be  con- 
firmed at  this  meeting. 

AUDITORS. 

The  accounts  have  been  audited  by  Mr.  F. 
Henderson,  Mr.  A.  G.  Wood,  and  Mr.  S.  G.  Bird, 
who  offer  themselves  for  re-election. 

H.  Hoppius,  Chairman. 
Hongkong,  3rd  February,  1894. 


Abstract  of  Assets  and  Liabilities,  31ST 
December,  1893. 
liabilities. 

Paid-up  capital   $  10,000,000,00 

Reserve  fund    3,900,000.00 

Marine  insurance  account    250,000.00 

Notes  in  circulation    9,761,110.76 

Deposits  : — 

Si've-   $59,343,306.41 

Sterling   

;£3.4I5.992.2.5  30,364.374  40 

 89,707,680.81 

Bills  payable  (including  drafts  on 
London  bankers  and  short  sight 
drawings  on  London  office  against 
bills  receivable  and  bullion  ship- 

pmfie"ts),-1   19.138.992.09 

front  and  loss  account    1,236,401.94 


assets. 


$133,994,185  60 

cash .....  ..  ....   $  18.014.254.50 

bullion  in  hand  and  in  transit   3, 714,347.91 

Investment  viz  : — 
j^ioo.ooo.o.o  z\  per  cent.  Consols. 
£150,000.0.0  3  per  cent  Indian 

Government  sterling  loan. 
The  above  lodged  with  the  Bank 
of  England  as  a  special  Lon- 
don reserve  ...,..$1,900,000.00 
£597.540  0.0  Consols 
and  other  sterling 

securities    5,311,466.67 

'  7,211,466.67 


Bills  discounted,  loans  and  credits.  40,626,957  64 

Bills  receivable    63,033  526.29 

Bank  premises   l.«3>  53 8-95 

Dead  stock    161,093.64 


$133.994. 1 85.6o 


Proht  and  Loss  Account,  31ST  December, 

1893.— Dr. 
To  amounts  wi  itlen  off :— Remunera- 
tion to  directors  1 

To  dividend  account:—  £l  per  sliare 

on  8o,00O  sliaies=^8o,000  at  4/6.. 
To  dividend  adjustment  account:— 

Difference    in   exchange  between 

4/6,  the  1  ate  at  which  llie  dividend 

is  declared,  and  2/3,  the  rate  of 

the  day  ■  

To  iransfe.  to  reserve  fund    300,000.00 

To  transfer  to  Bank  premises  account 
To  balance  canied  forward  to  next 

half-year   


the  Yokohama  Club  sent  up  ten  playeis  to  Tokyo 
for  the  purpose  of  playing  a  fi iendly  match  wiil> 
the  youthful  Tokyo  Club. 

Play  commenced  shortly,  after  3  p.m-.  and  was 
concluded  by  6  o'clock,  the  final  scoi  e  standing  II 
to  9  in  favour  of  the  Yokohama  Club. 
We  append  the  detailed  score: — 


10,000.00 
355=555-55 

355  555  56 
300,000.00 
100,000.00 

115,290.83 


$1,236,401.94 


Cr. 

By  balance  of  undivided 

profits, 30lhjune,  1893  %  119,280.16 

By  amount  of  net  pro- 
fits for  the  six  months 
ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1893,  after  mak- 
ing provision  for  bad 
and  doubtful  debts, 
deducting  all  expenses 
and  interest  paid  and 
due   1,117,121.78 


1,236,401  94 


$1,236,401.94 


Yokohama 

Balk    o 

Tennanl   o 

Kuhn    I 

Batavus    o 

Faidel    I 

pollak   O 

Squier   I 

Davieson    O 

Mendelson   \  O 

Schiff    1  o 


Reserve  Fund. 
To  balance   $4,200,000.00 


4,200,000.00 


By  balance,  30th  June,  1893   $3,900,000.00 

Bv   transfer   from    profit  and  loss 

acccounl    300,000.00 


Tokyo. 

McGee    1  o 

Mason    1  1 

Moslliaf   O  £ 

Walz    I  o 

Pownall    O  O 

Munzjnger          1  o 

Cox   o  o 

Madeley    I  O 

White   \  I 

Patlon    o  I 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  teams  were 
well  matched,  and  the  President  of  the  Tokyo 
Club  is  to  be  congratulated  on  making  the  top 
score  for  his  side. 

At  7  o'clock  the  teams  sat  down  todinuei,  and 
the  only  toasts  were  "the  Guests"  and  "the 
Hosts."  Much  interesting  chess-chat  ensued  ;  and 
an  adjournment  was  soon  made  to  the  Chess- 
room,  where  many  post-prandial  games  were  played 
until  the  Yokohama  friends  had  to  leave  for  home. 
Altogether  it  was  a  charming  evening;  and  we 
understand  that  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  return 
match  in  the  Yokohama  Club  rooms  some  lime 

next  month.  

There  is  no  patticula.ly  fiesh  intelligence  from 
the  gieat  Chess  wo. Id  beyond  the  ocean.  It  seems 
that  the  great  Steinitz-Lasker  match  will  come  off 
soon  ;  but  that  Lasker  has  put  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  accepting  the  generous  invitation  of  the 
Havana  Club,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  match 
will  be  played  partly  in  the  States  and  partly  m 
Canada,  the  Montreal  Chess  Club  being  very 
anxious  to  have  some  of  the  games  played  in  then 
city.    Further  news  expected  by  next  mail. 

We  give  a  brilliant  game  between  Koliscli  and 
Paulsen,  exhibiting  the  first-named  player  at  his 
best  : — 


$4,200,000.00 


CHESS. 


February  1. 
The  French  Government  has  introduced  a 
Bill  adding  two  francs  to  the  existing  duties  on 
wheat. 

February  2. 
Later  dispatches  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  regard- 
ing the  engagement  between  the  Brazilian  Fleet 
and  the  American  man-of-war,  state  that  after  a 
few  harmless  shots  had  been  exchanged,  the 
Brazilians  signalled  to  the  United  States  ship 
"  surrender." 

In  the  medical  electric  battery  case,  the  open- 
ing evidence  being  insufficient  to  enable  the 
jury  to  convict,  other  persons  have  been  accused. 

The  United  States  House  of  Representatives 
has  amended  the  Tariff  Bill  by  passing  the 
Internal  Revenue  Bill,  which  inclndes  the  in- 
come-tax. 

February  3. 
The  House   of  Representatives   voted  the 
Tariff  Bill  and  the  Internal  Revenue  Bill  as  one 
bill  by  a  majority  of  sixty-five. 

In  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  the  Go- 
vernment promised  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  Gladstone  denies  the  statement  published 
by  the  Pall  Mall  Gaette  that  he  has  decided 
to  resign  office,  though  he  says  that  his  age, 
sight,  and  hearing  for  many  months  past  have 
made  relief  from  public  cares  desirable  and 
rendered  his  tenure  of  office  liable  to  interrup- 
tion at  any  moment. 

The  Magistrate  has  discharged  Harness,  the 
man  prosecuted  in  connection  with  the  electric 
belt  swindle. 

On  the  announcement  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cruisers 
and  the  strengthening  of  the  coast  defences,  a 
motion  was  thereupon  adopted  of  confidence  in 
the  Government  by  a  large  majority. 


Giuoco 

WHITE. 
Kelisch. 
1  — P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3 —  B  to  B  4 

4 —  Castles 

5—  P  to  Q  Kt  4 


Piano- 
black. 

Paulsen. 
,_P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  10  Q  B  3 

3—  B  to  B  4 

4—  Kt  to  B  3 

5—  B  takes  P 


(AllCom.nunications  to  be  addressed  to  tlieC«»»,«  Kimoi.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  86,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p.m. 

'The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Melropole  on  Fiidays  from  I  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  01   Problkm  No.  107. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1-  BtoQB4  1— Anything 

2 —  Mates  accordingly. 

Cot  reel  solutions  leceived  from  W.H.S.,  Omega, 
and  J.D. 

P.E.F.S.— If  Black  replies  Kt  to  R  5,  male 
cannot  be  effected  on  the  next  move. 

Cot  1  eel  solutions  of  No.  98  and  99  received  from 
Alfred  Tozer,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Problem  No.  109. 
By  A.  L.  Jordan,  Nagasaki. 


The  game  is  now  transposed  into  an  Evans'  Gambit. 

6—  B  to  K  2 

7—  P  takes  P 

8 —  K  Kt  lakes  P 

9—  Kt  to  Q  R  4 
10— Kt  to  Q  B  4 

1 1  —  Kt  takes  B 

12  —  Castles 

13—  P  takes  P 

14—  p  to  y  Kt  3 

15—  Kt  to  Q  Kt  2 

16—  Ki  10  Q  B  4 

17—  Kt  to  K  3 


6—  P  to  B  3 

7—  P  to  Q  4 
8_P  takes  P 
9-P  to  Q  5 

10—  B  to  Q  3 

11—  B  to  R  3 

12—  Q  lakes  Kt 

13 —  P  to  Q  6 

14—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 
,5-Kt  to  Q  5 
16— B  to  Kt  2 


17—  Q  10  K  3 

18—  Kt  to  Q  4 

The  initial  move  of  a  grand  combination. 

18 —  B  to  K  B  3 

19—  Kt  to  Q  B  6 

Extremely  brilliant  and  also  sound.  Nothing  can  be  much 
fine?  tl™  the  sacrifice  of  both  Knights  and  the  subsequent 
play.    If  ,9   Q  to  K  sq.:  ao  Kt  takes  B  ch.  etc. 

19 —  P  takes  Kt 
20_Kt  takes  B  eh.  20— P  takes  Kt 
2I_QtoR6                21— PtoQ4 

,f  a,    p  to  K  B  4 ;  3]  B  to  B  6,  followed  by  R  to  K  sq 

winning. 

22-  B  takes  K  B  P       22— Q  to  Q  3 

23-  P  to  K  B  4  23— R  10  K  SCT 

24-  R  to  K  B  3  ~         24— Resigns. 


White  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 

The  great  event  in  local  Chess  circles  has,  of 
course,  been  the  match  between  the  Tokyo  and 
Yokohama  Chess  Clubs  on  the  3rd  instant,  when 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

 — ♦  

[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  February  6. 

An  official  telegram  from  Sierra  Leone  states 
that  the  French  troops  have  again  attacked  the 
British,  and  several  have  been  killed  and 
wounded  on  either  side. 

Vaillant,  the  perpetrator  of  the  outrage  in  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  has  been  executed. 

[Specially  Telegraphed  to  ihs  "Japan  Dail^Mail."] 
(From  the  "  North  China  Daily  News";. 

London,  January  31. 
The  House  of  Lords  has  rejected  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Commons  upon  the  Lords 
Amendments  of  the  Employers  Liability  Bill. 


(From  Manila  Papers.) 

Madrid,  January  17. 
The  Socialist  insurrection  in  Italy  is  increas- 
ing- .  .  ., 
Should  the  situation  become  worse  it  is  said 

the  Pope  will  take  refuge  in  Spain. 

Madrid,  January  18. 
The  German  Government  has  submitted  a 
Bill  to  Parliament  imposing  an  import  duty  on 
tobacco. 

London,  February  1. 
Later  despatches  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  re- 
garding the  engagement  between  the  Brazilian 
insurgent  fleet  and  an  American  man-of-war, 
state  that  a  few  harmless  shots  were  exchanged. 
The  Brazilians  then  signalled  to  the  U.S.  ship 
to  surrender,  but  the  Americans  finally  decided 
against  surrendering,  therefore  the  status  quo 
is  maintained. 

London,  February  2. 
In  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  the  Go- 
vernment promised  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the 
Navy,  to  increase  the  number  of  cruisers,  and 
to  strengthen  the  coast  defences.  A  motion  of 
confidence  in  the  Government  was  thereupon 
adopted  by  a  large  majority. 


(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Mito,  Feb.  3,  8.30  p.m. 
The  three  youths,  who  lately  created  a  dis- 
turbance among  the  soski  have  been  arrested, 
and  everything  is  now  quiet. 

Mito,  Feb.  4,  3-3°  Pm- 
Mr.  limura  Jozaburo,  ex-M.P.,  was  to-day 
assaulted  by  a  soshi  armed  with  a  swoid-cane, 
and  named  Sakai,  while  staying  at  an  hotel  in 
Shimodatecho,  Makabe  District.  He  sustained 
a  slight  injury  on  the  shoulder.  The  soshi 
decamped,  but  Ins  accomplices  were  arrested. 

Osaka,  Feb.  7,  3.05  p.m. 
A  report  from  Jinsen  has  reached  here  to  the 
effect  that  the  Edict  prohibiting  the  export  of 
rice  will  be  withdrawn  on  the  21st  or  22nd  inst. 
Mr.  Sugimura,  Secretary  of  the  Japanese  Lega- 
tion in  Korea,  has  arrived  at  Kobe. 

Kofu,  Feb.  7,  12.03  Pm- 
Some  students  of  the  Ordinary  Middle  School 
have  been  expelled,  and  great  excitement  pre- 
vails among  the  lads. 

Kyoto,  Feb.  7th,  4-55  P-m- 
Count  Itagaki  arrived  here  at  3.30  p.m.,  and 
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was  received  b]l  B  large  number  of  Radicals. 
After  h  brief  rest  itt  tlie  Kashiwu  lei,  the  Count 
was  conducted  to  the  Kyoraku  Hall,  where 
over  five  hundred  persons  were  assembled. 
Speeches  were  delivered  by  Messrs.  Mizoguchi 
Ichijiro  and  Tatsuno  Shuichiro,  and  Count 
[tagaki.  The  party  proceeds  to  Osaka  to- 
morrow. 

Urawa,  Feb.  6th ,  7.30  p.m. 
About  two  o'clock  this  morning  some  nine 
soshi.  armed  with  sword-canes,  broke  into  the 
house  of  Mr.  Ozawa  Shusuke  at  Iizumi,  in  the 
Kita-saitama  District. 

Feb.  7th. 

Over  one  hundred  soshi  have  been  staying  in 
Kita-Saitama  District  engaged  in  the  electoral 
campaign  carried  on  by  the  Jiyu-to  and 
Kaishinto  in  the  election  of  half  the  members 
of  the  Prefectuial  Assembly.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  constables  have  been  despatched  to 
the  District. 

Later. 

About  8  o'clock  last  night  two  soshi  belonging 
to  the  Doshi-kai  were  assaulted  by  Radical 
soshi  at  Kisai-machi,  Kita-Saitama  District. 
Another  soshi  visited  the  Radical  office  to 
arrange  the  matter  amicably,  but  before  he  could 
obtain  any  reply,  he  was  violently  attacked  by 
some  seven  soshi.  The  police  were  soon  on 
the  spot,  and  arrested  three  Radical  soshi. 

Fukuoka,  Feb.  8,  1.58  p.m. 

It  has  been  discovered  that  some  supporters 
of  Mr.  Tsutsumi,  ex-M.P.,  a  candidate  in  the 
Seventh  Election  District  of  this  Prefecture, 
have  bribed  Mizuhami  Manzo  with  two  yen. 
The  police  have  the  matter  in  hand. 

Urawa,  Feb.  8,  4  p.m. 

Mr.  Baba  Yoshinao  was  slightly  injured  by  a 
soshi  this  morning  at  li is  residence,  Gosho-mura, 
Osato  District,  Saitama  Prefecture.  The  soshi 
was  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Hori  Kakutaro,  a 
candidate  in  the  election  of  members  of  the  Pre- 
fectural  Assembly.    The  soshi  decamped. 

Oshi,  February  8,  8  a.m. 

Over  seventy  soshi  belonging  to  the  Koku- 
min-ha  arrived  from  Tokyo  to-day  to  support 
the  Seigi-ha  in  this  Prefecture.  They  assembled 
at  the  Seigi  Hall,  and  discussed  their  policy. 
Fifty  Radical  soshi  met  at  the  Toitsu  Club  for 
a  similar  purpose,  and  some  serious  fights  are 
expected  to  take  place  between  the  factions. 

Urawa,  February  9,  7.20  a.m. 

About  three  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  five 
or  six  soshi  fired  off  pistols  at  Shitami,  in  the 
North  Saitama  District,  but  no  persons  were 
injured.  The  lads  decamped.  They  are  said 
to  belong  to  the  Jiyu-to. 

Later. 

Six  soshi  were  arrested  by  the  police  this 
morning.    They  are  alleged  to  be  the  assailants 
of  Mr.  Baba  Yoshinao,  of  Gosbo,  Ozato  District. 
Utsunomiya,  February  9th,  1.20  p.m. 

A  man,  named  Sakuma  Tsuto,  was  arrested 
at  Kisaicho  yesterday  on  suspicion  of  having 
attacked  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Yokobori  at 
Ichiba,  Haga  District,  the  other  day. 

Matsuyama,  February  9th,  2.45  p.m. 

The  French  gunboat  Comete  arrived  atMitsu- 
gahama  yesterday. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


TH  li  NKXT   MAIL   IS  DUB 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K.  Friday,  Feb.  16th. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  Feb.  17th.* 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Feb-  i8th.S 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  Feb.  19th. 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N   D.  I.loyd  Wednesday,  Feb.  aist. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Feb.  35(11. 

From  Hongkong           per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar.  1st. 


*  China  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  January  30th. 
i  Sydney  (with  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  February  9th. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Eeb.  nth. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  Feb.  13th. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O  Co.  Saturday,  Feb.  17th. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  Feb.aoth. 

For  America    per  O,  &  O.  Co.  Friday,  Feb.  23rd. 

For  Furope,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  I.loyd  Friday,  Feb.  23rd. 

For  Canada..  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  Mar.  and 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.        per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  10th. 


I.  A  TEST  SHIPPING. 
♦ 

ARRIVALS. 

Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  VV.  M.  Smitln 
It'd  Febiuaiy, —  Hongkong  viA  ports,  251(1 
January,  Mails  and  General. — O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Hokiishiu  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka, 
31  d  February,  —  Otaru,  Coal. — S.  Oka. 

Sat  sum  a  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  r,i6o,  F.  L. 
Smuttier,  31  d  Fein  uary, — Otai  u  viA  pot  is,  Gene 
ral. — Nippon  Vnsen  Kaislia. 

Glenorchy,  B'itisli  steamer,  1,822,  Feigusson,  3rd 
Febiuaiy, —  London  via.  noils,  Geneial. — Jar- 
dine,  Mallieson  &  Co. 

Tsuruga  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fnkui, 
3id  February,  —  Yokkaichi  2nd  February1,  Gene- 
ial.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kendeidine, 
31  d  February,—  Kobe  2nd  Febiuaiy,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 

Saghalien,  Fi  encli  steamer,  2,580,  Chevalier,  41I1 
Febi  uary,— Mai  seilles  viA  poi  Is,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neral.—  Messageties  Maiiiimes  Co. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
4II1  Febiuaiy,  —  Kobe  3rd  Febiuaiy,  Geneial. — 
Nada  Kogio  Kabusliiki  Kaislia. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
4th  Febi  uary,'— Y.bkkafclii  3rd  February,  Ge- 
neral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Gembtt  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsuji,  5th 
Febiuaiy, — Yokkaichi  41b  February,  General. 
—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Hiogo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  895,  Barstow, 
5th  Febi  uary, —  Manila  via  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 
51b  February, — Otaiu,  Coal. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 

Benmohr,  British  steamer,  1,935.  Clarke,  5th 
Febi  uary, — London  via  poi  ts,  General. — Comes 
iX  Co. 

Higo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  860,  J.  Jones,  51b 

Febiuaiy, —  Kobe    4th     Febiuaiy,    Geneial. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Tacoma,  Biitisb  steamer,  i,66i,  J.  R.  Hill,  51b 

February,— Tacoma,  Wash.,  viA  Victoria,  B.C., 

Mails  and  General. —  Dodwell,  Cai  ill  &  Co. 
Grace  Hanvar,   Biilisb   sbip,   1,750,   Hunt,  6di 

Febiuaiy, — New  Y01U  161b  May,  Peti  oleum. — 

China  and  Japan  Trading  Co. 
Maud  S.,  Biitisb  schooner,  97,  R.  E.  McKeil,  6th 

Febiuaiy, — Put  Back,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 
Duphue,   German   steamer,    1,394,    F.  Voss,  6ih 

Febiuaiy, —  Hamburg     via    poits,     Geneial. — 

Simon,  Evers  &  Co, 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

6th  February, — Otaiu  via  polls  41b  February, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  I,0II,  Hayashi, 

71I1  February, — Shinagawa  71I1  Febi  uary ,  Gene 

ral. — Nada  Kogio  Kabusliiki  Kaisba. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,  71b 

Febi  uary,— Yokkaichi  6th  Febi  uary,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Tritos,  German  steamer,  1,085,  Desler,  71I1  Febiu- 
aiy,— Takao,  Sugar. — Flint,  Kilby  &  Co. 
Mutsu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  552,  J.  Miyagi, 

71I1  February, —  Hachiuohe,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,    71I1    Febiuaiy, — Kobe    6th  Febiuaiy, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  W.  B. 

Seabury,  3 r 1 1    Febi  uary, — San   Francisco  i8tb 

January,  Mails  and  General. —  P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  8th 

February, —  Moji,  Coal. —  Milsit  Bishi  Sha. 
Gembu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsuji,  8th 

February, — Yokkaichi  71I1  February,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 

Sommer,  8th    Febi  uai  y,—  Kobe  7th  February, 

Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Aikoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,057,  Furukawa 

Yaiclii,  8th  February, — Moji,  Coal. — Oiye. 
Itsukushima  Kan  (12),  Japanese  ci  uiser,  Captain 

K  Ijiclii,  8th  Februai  y, — Yokosuka  8th  Febi  uary. 
Tantalus,   British  steamer,  2,199,  H-  JoWes,  9th 

February, —  Liverpool  via  poi  Is,  General.— But- 

lei  field  &  Swire. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanesesteamer,742,  M.  Fukui, 

91I1  February,— Yokkaichi  8lh  Febiuaiy,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Nagato  Ma-ru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

9th  Febiuaiy, — Otaru  viA  ports  41b  February, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Takao   Kan    (6),  Japanese  cruiser,   Captain  M. 

Sawa,  91b  Febiuaiy, — Yokosuka  9th  Febiuaiy. 
Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   1,298,  R. 

Swain,  9th  Pebt  uai  y,— Shanghai  and  poi  ts  3rd 

February,  Mails  and  General.— Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisba. 

Kriemhild,  German  steamer,  1,638,  Hildebrandt, 


loih  Febi  uai  y, —  I  lamlnn  g  via  poi  It,  General. — 
Simon,  Kveis  fa  Co. 

City  of  Ri'<  ile  jattfffo,  American  iteattier,  2,246, 

J.  T.  Smith,  lolb  Febiuaiy,  —  Hongkong  via 
poits,  91I1  Febiuaiy,  Mails  ami  General,  —  P.  M. 
S.S.  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 

Conch,  Biitisb  steamer,  2,260,  Moses,  3rd  Febi  11- 

ai  y, — Hamburg  and  London,  viA  ports,  Gfl'n'ei  al, 

— Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Gembu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsuji, 

3rd    Febiuaiy, —  Nagasaki,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
Nippon  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  720,  Hayashi, 

31c!  Febi  uary, —  Moj,  Light. — Older. 
Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 

4U1   Febiuaiy, — San   Fiancisco,  viA  Honolulu, 

Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219  J.  Wilson, 

41I1  February, — Sbimonoseki,  Genei  al.  —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 

Sommer,  41b  February, —  Kobe,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisba. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

41b   Febiuaiy, — Yokkaichi,   Geneial. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
Hokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S-  Oka, 

5th  February, — Otaiu,  Light. — S.Oka. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 

5th     Febiuaiy, — Sbinagawa,    General. — Nada 

Kogio  Kabusliiki  Kaisba. 
Hinode  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  789,  G.  Sofuye, 

51b  Febiuaiy, — Otaru,  Light. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 

51I1    Febiuaiy, — Otaru   viA    ports,    General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 

51I1  February, — Bonin  Islands,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisba. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 

5th   February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaislia. 
Anaconda,  Ameiican  schooner,  40,  A.  Lawson, 

6ih  February,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 

Captain . 

Kannzawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  895,  Nakai, 

6lh  February, — Otaru,  Ballast. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 

6th  February, — Shanghai  and  poits,  Mails  and 

General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  Malsu- 

inoto,  6th  February,— Kobe,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 

7th  February, — Otaru,   Ballast. — S.  Asano  & 

Co. 

Tacoma,  British  steamer,  1,661,  J.  R.  Hill,  71I1 

Febiuaiy, — Hongkong    viA    ports,  General.— 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Higo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  860,  J.  Jones,  71I1 

Febiuaiy, —  Kobe,     General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisba. 

Retriever,  American   schooner,  75,  H.  J.  Snow, 

7th  February, — Noitb  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 

T.  M.  Laflfin. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 

7 1 It  February,  —  Kobe,  General. — Nada  Kogio 

Kabusliiki  Kaisba. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanesesteamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

7U1   February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
Glenorchy,  Biitisb  steamer,  1,822,  Fergusson,  7th 

February, —  London   via   ports,   General. — Jar- 
dine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

8th  February,— Kobe,  Genei  al. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisba. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
8th  February,— Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisba. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  8th  February, — Otaru  viA  ports,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 

Beatrice,  Biitisb  schooner,  48,  A.J.  Bjeire,  9th 
Feb' uary, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — T. 
M.  Laffin. 

Gembu  Mam,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsuji, 

9th   Febiuaiy, — Yokkaichi,  Geneial. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisba. 
City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  W.  B. 

Seabury,   10th    Febiuaiy,  —  Hongkong,  Mails 

and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Daphne,  German  steamer,  1,394.   F.  Voss,  IOth 

Febiuaiy, — Hamburg     viA.    ports,    General. — 

Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  from  Hongkong 
viA.  poits: — Miss  Martin,  Miss  Werlhemier,  and 
Mr.  Morgan  in  cabin, 
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Per  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  from  Kobe: 
—47  Japanese  in  steerage.  For  Hakodate:  2 
Japanese  in  steerage.  For  Oiaru  :  I  Japanese  in 
steerage. 

Per  F.ench  steamer  Saghalien,  from  Marseilles 
via  pons:— To  Kobe  :  Messrs.  Kumagaya,  Robie, 
Bretel,  Azunia,  Jaffree,  Le  Naraquer,  Marline, 
Guyonuard,  Domergue,  Blanc,  in  cabin;  and  49 
seamen.  To  Yokohama:  Viscount  and  Viscountess 
Kawase  and  se.  vant,  Messrs.  T.  SMmidzo,  Yut 
Harada,  Inoko,  Iwashima,  Yano,  Karelia,  Lau- 
monier,  Holozel,  Corlay,  Raiallec  William 
Arndl,  A.  I.  Ibrahim,  Odou  Vmals,  I.  Upton, 
Dr.  H.  Berend,  and  Mr.  P.  Hermann  in  cabin  5 
and  51  Mai  ines. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Tacoma,  from  lacoma, 
Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C. :— 6  Japanese  and  27 
Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendat  Maru,  from  Hako 
date  via  polls:— Mr.  Nagashima  in  cabin  and  16 
passengeis  in  steerage. 

Pei  Japanese  sieainer  Yamashtro  Maru,  liom 
Kobe  -.—Miss  A.  Young,  Mr.  F.  J.  Lias,  and  M- 
A.  J.  Watt  in  cabin,  and  17  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Ameiicau  steamer  City  of  Peking,  from 
San  Francisco:— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jas.  B.  Wood 
Dr.  and  M.s.  D.  A.  Drew,  Rev.  M.  H.  Houston, 
Mr.  Sho  Nemoto,  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Miner  in  cabin 
Per  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  fiom  Otaru 
via  ports:— Mr.  Urauo  and  Mr.  Uchida  in  cabin  ; 
6  passengers  in  second  class,  and  26  passengers 
in  steeiage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  ports: — Messis.  W.  E.  Hunt,  A 
Reddelien,  Kosugi,  H.  Kessler,  and  Captain  N 
Senju  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  McGirmitz  in  second  class 
and  12  passengers  in  sleerege. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  for  San  Francisco 
via   Honolulu  :— Mr.  Charles  Comelli,    Mrs.  D 
Daniels  and  child,  Mrs.  Fuji,  Miss  Gracey,  Hon 
Samuel  L.  Gracey  and  wife,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ha. ding 
Miss  Maikliam,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Miner,  Miss  Moore 
Mr.  H.  W.   Morgan,    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Sal 
Mr!  F.  G.  Sale,  Mr.  V.  Sale,  Miss  Ada  Sale,  Mis 
W.  E.  Sewell  and  child,  Hon.  Dr.  O.  H.  Simons, 
Hon.  W.   D.  Tillotson,  Mr.   P.  Takezawa,  and 
Miss  L.  Werfeheimer  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  poi  ts  :  — Messrs.  Andrie  de  la  Porte  (2),  and 
J.  Vidal  in  cabin  ;  Miss  Ah  Tai,  Messrs.  T.  Mi 
shima,  Takashila,  Wakamoto,  Hirata,  Sano,  and 
Kee  in  second  class,  and  33  passengers  in  steerage. 


and  clear  weather.  Arrived  at  Shiolsu  at  2  p.m. 
and  left  the  same  day  at  4  p.m.;  passed  Oshima 
at  II.36  p.m,,  light  north-east  to  northerly  winds 
and  cloudy;  from  Oshima  had  strong  N.  to  N.W. 
breeze  with  sharp  sea,  weather  clear;  passed  Rock 
Island  the  5th  at  4.15  p.m.,  strong  north-easterly 
winds  and  cloudy  ;  passed  Kannon-saki  at  10.20 
p.m.    Arrived  at  Yokohama  at  midnight. 

The  British  steamer  Tacoma,  Captain  J.  R.  Hill, 
reports:— Left  Tacoma,  Wash.,  the  171I1  January 
and  Victoria,  B.C.,  the  18th  ;  had  moderate  winter 
weather  during  the  voyage. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain  T. 
Sakai,  reports :— Left  Hakodate  the  4th  February 
at  8.5  a.m.  ;  had  light  variable  airs  and  snowy 
weather  throughout  the  day.  Arrived  at  Ogino 
hama  the  5th  at  8.12  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day 
at  12.21  p.m. ;  had  light  1101  th-westet ly  breeze  and 
fine  weather  throughout  the  passage.  Arrived  at 
Yokohama  the  6th  February  at  2  p.m. 

The  Ameiican  steamer  City  of  Peking,  Captain 
Seabury,  reports  :— Left  San  Francisco  (he  18th 
January;  had  the  usual  winter  weather,  strong 
head  winds  the  entire  passage.  Arrived  at  Yoko- 
hama (he  8th  February  at  10. 30  a.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  Captain 
Pender,  reports  :— Left  Olaru  the  41I1  February  at 
2  p.m.;  had  light  northerly  winds  and  fine  wea 
ther,  arrived  at  Hakodate  the  51I1  at  9.15  a.m 
Left  again  the  71I1  at  8  a.m.  and  arrived  at  Ogino 
hama  the  8th  at  7.30  a.m.;  had  light  southerly 
winds  and  cloudy  weather.    Left  again  the  same 
day  at  I  p.m.;  had  fresh  northerly  winds  and 
clear  weather  up  to  arrival.    Arrived  at  Yokohama 
the  9th  February  at  2. 15  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  Captain 
Swain,  reports  :— Left  Shanghai  the  3rd  February 
at  9.30  a.m.;  had  light  variable  winds  accom- 
panied with  remarkably  fine,  mild  weather  up  to 
arrival  at  Nagasaki  the  5th  at  2  a.m.    Left  Naga 
saki  the  same  day  at  5  p.m.;  had  light  increasing 
to  moderate  1101  therly  and  north-east  winds,  an 
continued  fine,  clear  weather  ;  an  iving  at  Shiino 
noseki  the  6lh  at  6  30  a.m.    Left  Shimonoseki  the 
same  day  at   II  a.m.;  had  light  easterly  an 
north-east  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  througl 
whole  of  Inland  Sea,  arriving  at  Kobe  the  7th  at 
a.m.    Left  Kobe  the  8th  at  noon  ;  had  modeiate 
N.W.  breeze  up  to  passing  Oshima  at  8  p. 11 
.l.ice  wind  increasing   to  a  fresh   N.W.  g 
accompanied  with  clear  weather  and  strong  N.W. 
sea,  up  to  ariival  at  Yokohama  the  9U1  February 
at  3.45  p-m-    N.B.— Passed  a  square-rigged  ship 
about  5  miles  south-westward  of  Rock  Island,  ap- 
parently bound  to  Yokohama. 


CARGOES. 
Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  for  San  Francisco 
via  Honolulu  : — 


Shanghai 
Voliohama 
Hongkong 


T  K  A  . 

NEW  MON- 

,   VORK.  CHICAGO.  TREA  L. 

3,248           —  — 


OTHER 

CITIES.  TOTAL. 

—  2,32} 

—  328 

53  '83 


Total   533 


2,248 

SI  I.K 

SAN 
r  H  A  NCTHCO  . 


—        —       53  2,834 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

Vokohama 


Total 


NEW 
YORE, 

54 
130 
■  42 


—  326 


HARTFORD. 


I'll  I  At 

54 
130 
I42 

-  326 


Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports  :— Treasure,  $200,000.00. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  ports  : —Treasure,  $15,618.00. 

REPORTS. 

The  British  steamer  Oceanic,  Captain  W.  M 
Smith,  reports  :— Left  Hongkong  the  251I1  January, 
Nagasaki  the  301I1,  and  Kobe  the  2nd  February 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  3rd  February  at  9.12 
a.m.    Passage  from  Kobe,  I  day,  2  hours,  37  mill 

The  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  Captain 
T.  S.  Kenderdine,  reports  :— Left  Kobe  the  2nd 
February  at  0.30  p.m.;  thence  to  Oshima  had 
gentle  to  modeiate  breeze  and  fine  weather  ;  from 
Oshima  to  Rock  Island  gentle,  fresh,  and  light 
variable  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  ;  on  the  3rd 
at  noon,  passed  Rock  Island  Lighthouse;  at  1 
p.m.  observed  a  full-rigged  ship,  S.E.  of  To- 
shima,  apparently  bound  inward;  from  Rock 
Island  to  port  gentle  to  moderate  E.N.E.  breeze 
and  fine,  clear  weather.  Arrived  at  Yokohama 
at  6.30  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Hiogo  Maru,  Captain 
Barstow,  reports  :— Left  Kobe  the  4th  February 
at  daylight;  had  moderate  westeily  and  north 
east  winds  and  fine  weather.  Arrived  at  Yoko 
hama  the  5th  February  at  12.30  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  ffigo  Maru,  Captain  _ 
Jones,  reports: — Left  Kobe  the  4th  February  at 
10.30  a.m.;  had  light  south-eastei ly  winds,  fine 


t  ()  I  TON   V  A  KriS.  per  ficuL. 

Uoa.  lO/ai.  Onliiiai  Y   $36.5010  — 

Nos.  16/21,  Medium    37-°°  to  37-5° 

Nos.  16/21,  Good  to  Dost   37.50  to  18.00 

Nos.  1 6/24 ,  Revei  se    — 

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   37-5°  to  — 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    37  75  to  38.25 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  liest   38  50  to  39.75 

Nos.  38/ 12,  Medium  to  Heat    43  5°  to  45-50 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    42.00  to  43  00 

No.'(2s,  I  wo-fold    47-5°  1049.50 


20s,  Homliay 
16s,  Domhav 


MKT  A  IS. 

A  very  quiet  week,  owing  to  the  holidays  and 
unstable  Exchange.  Prices  naturally  are  very 
firm,  and  will  probably  start  rising  as  soon  as  there 
is  any  prospect  of  business  reviving. 

PER  KICUL. 

flat  Uais,  i  iocli    »4  3°  to  4.40 

Plat  Bars,  I  inch    4  40  to  4.50 

Round  and  Mquaie  up  to  5  incli    3.35  to  3-45 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3  45  to  3.55 

Sheet  Iron   4-55  to  4  70 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.00109.20 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    5. 50  to  5.90 

I'in  I'lates,  per  hox   6.10  to  6  30 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    1  -55  t°  l°o 

KKHOSKNK. 
A  further  arrival  of  Ameiican  Oil  has  had  a 
weakening  effect  upon  the  market,  but  owing  to 
the  absence  of  business  it  is  difficult  to  say  to  what 
extent.  The  arrival  mentioned  above  was  the 
Grace  Harviar  on  the  6lh  inst.,  with  71,833  cases  of 
Comet. 

Chester    $1.82$  to  1.87 

Comet    180   to  1.82 J 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor  ,   1.80  toi.82i 

Russian  Moon    i.77jtoi.8o 

SUGAR. 

There  have  been  very  heavy  arrivals  of  Browns 
during  the  week,  but  these  were  almost  all  contract- 
ed for  afloat.  The  steameis  Higo  Maru  and  Tritos 
brought  an  aggregate  cargo  of  45,000  piculs  of 
new  crop  Takao,  which  fetched  4.40  to  4.45  per 
picul.  Further  arrivals  from  China  and  the  small 
stock  on  offer  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  have 
all  been  bought  up,  so  that  at  present  there  is 
absolutely  no  Brown  sugar  in  stock.  Whites  re- 
main quiet. 

PER  PICUL. 

Brown  Takao    $4.40  to  4.50 

Brown  Manila    5-35  to  5.45 

Brown  Daitong   4.45105.00 

Brown  Canton    4.70104.75 

White  Java  and  Penang   6.90  to  7.00 

White  Kenned    7  5°  to  9.10 


LA  TEST 


COMMERCIAL. 
 ♦  


IMPORTS. 
There  has  been  but  little  demand  for  Imports 
from  the  interior  during  the  past  week  owing  to 
the  old  Shogatsu  holidays.  Moreover,  the  further 
heavy  fall  in  Exchange  has  caused  holders  either 
to  raise  their  prices  to  a  prohibitive  extent  or  to 
withdraw  their  goods  from  the  maiket.  Not 
single  bale  of  Yarn  has  changed  hands;  Shirtings 
are  dull  and  T.  Cloths  neglected.  Early  in  the 
week  Victoria  Lawns  moved  slightly,  Velvets 
found  a  few  purchasers,  and  Mousselines  ex- 
perienced a  light  demand.  Latterly,  however,  the 
hole  market  has  been  lifeless,  and  owing  to  the 
unsettled  condition  of  Exchange  our  quotations 
must  be  taken  as  nominal. 

COTTON    PIECK  GOODS. 

PER  PIECE. 

GreySliiilings— 8l  Hi,  3HI  yds.  30' "dies  $2.30  to  2. 80 
Grey  Shirtings— t)lti,  38i  yds.  45"'oh*»  2  40  (03.15 
I".  Cloth— 71b,  24  yaids,  32  inches    155  toi.90 


1.70  to  2  3J 
I  75    to  3  75 

PSK  VAHD  . 
l6     tO  0  21 
6.4O     111  8,75 

0.65    In  0.78 

PER  PIECE. 

147!  to  1  57i 


62* 


1.95 


Indigo  Shillings— 12  yaids,  44  inches 
Prints — Assorted,  2  l  yards,  30  inches  ... 
Cotton— Italians  and  Satteens  Black,  32 

i  uches   »   °. 

Velvets— Black,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I.aivns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   •••• 

t  urkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3U),  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   ■■■■ 

Turkey  Reds— }. 8  to  41b,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3-27i  to  9'67* 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  51b,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    j  8S    to  3.10 

WOOI.UCNS.  PEK  YAH  l). 

Flannel  *0-27* 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yards,  32  inches  hest  0.30 
Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches 

Medium  ,  

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   

Vtmisseline  dc  l.aine—  Crape,  2  1  yards, 

3 1  inch es   

Cloths— Pilot*,  5.)  (Si  56  inches   

Cloths —  Pi  esidentu,  ,S  |  @  5"  inches  ... 

Cloths  —  Union,  51  «t)  s<l  inches   

Blankets— Scarlet  and  Gieen,  4  to  34II1 

per  lli   


In  0.45 
to  0.33 

5    1 00.30 


jo   1 11  0.25 


'4 

•15 
.60 

J<» 
>  45 


10  j  194 

in  0  50 
In  o.*5 
in  0.70 


1 . 


57* 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  was  dated  the  2nd  instant,  since  when 
there  has  been  a  small  business  on  this  maiket, 
settlements  amounting  to  220  piculs,  divided  thus  : 
Hanks,  23  piculs;  Filatures,  93  piculs;  Re  reels, 
52  piculs  ;  Kakeda,  42  piculs  ;  Oshu  10  piculs.  In 
addition  to  these  purchases  direct  shipments  have 
been  135  bales,  making  the  total  export  business 
for  the  week  350  piculs. 

The  market  is  very  dull,  although  while  writing 
there  is  some  rumour  of  a  few  purchases  for  the 
United  States  trade  ;  but  the  general  position  seems 
to  be  that  consumers  in  both  hemispheres  are  hold- 
ing off  for  lower  prices.  With  regard  to  quotations 
in  this  market,  the  prices  may  be  left  practically  un- 
changed from  last  week,  but  of  course  exchange  is 
lower  and  so  far  this  benefit  of  exchange  has  gone 
to  the  shipper,  as  holders  here,  while  refusing  to 
reduce  their  quotations,  seem  inclined  to  go  on  at 
the  same  rates. 

Arrivals  from  the  interior  are  now  small,  and 
the  stock  list  shows  a  reduction  of  100  piculs  on 
the  week.  The  expoit  figures  to  dale  still  show 
a  very  heavy  decrease  when  compared  with  those 
of  last  year,  and  from  present  appearances  it 
would  seem  that  we  must  carry  over  a  large  un- 
sold stock  into  next  season. 

There  have  been  four  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  Empress  of  China,  2nd 
instant,  had  420  bales  for  the  New  Yoik  trade; 
the  Victoria,  leaving  the  same  date,  had  218 
bales;  the  English  mail  Ancona,  3rd  instant,  214 
bales  for  Europe,  and  the  Oceanic,  4th  February, 
142  bales  for  the  United  States.  These  departut  es 
make  the  present  export  figures  30,207  piculs, 
against  40.668  piculs  last  year,  and  36,622  piculs 
at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks. — A  few  moie  bales  of  Shinshu  have 
been  taken,  the  price  paid  being  noted  as  $617^. 

Filatures. —  A  small  business  is  noted  in  the 
books,  chiefly  in  the  medium  and  common  kinds, 
from  $750  down  to  $690,  according  to  quality. 
While  writing,  a  purchase  is  reported  lor  the 
United  Stales  of  Kaimeisha  Filatures,  summer- 
reeled,  at  $825,  with  some  Choshinsha,  winter- 
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llauka — No 
I 1  a  tiles  —  No  . 
1 1  a  n  lis— No. 
Ilanlis— No. 
Ilanlcs — No. 
1 1 anlis — No  . 
Ilanlis— No. 
Ilanlcs— N. 
Filatures — I'.n 
('"ilatmes— Katrt 
filatures—  No. 


i  cried,  ill  $705.  A  lew  bales  fine-size  Ueen  also 
done  al  $780. 

Re  reels. — A  small  buainesa  in  lliese,  cliiefly  in 
Rttshtt,  al  (lie   following  prices: — Kodtima,  $700, 

wiili  common  Shitnosa  at  $650. 

Kakeda. — Not  much  business  lias  been  done, 
but  prices  are  well  maintained  and  holders  refuse 
any  offei  s  which  are  made  below  llie  following 
rales:  —  Horsehead  I,  $675;  Horsehead  II,  $645; 
Horsehead  III,  $630. 

Oshu. — Another  small  purchase  of  ffatnatsuki 
at  $660  completes  the  list. 

QUOTATIONS. 

  — 

2  i  Sliinsli  11 )    — 

1  (  loslni)    — 

2  \  (  Sliinsli  11 )  $610  to  t320 

l\  (  Josliu  )    

2\  til  S    — 

J   — 

\k    — 

(ira  10/ia  deniers...         Nom.  — 

13/15  ilenieis             Nom.  — 

10/13  .lenieiK    770  to  780 

Cilatmes — No.  1,  13/15,  i.|/ir>  .ten   810  to  820 

Filatures—  No.  i\,  10/14  deniers                  ..  74010  750 

Filatures— No.  ii.          14/17 «lon   76010  770 

Filatures— No.  2.  10/15  deniera    7,0  to  720 

Filatures — No.  a,  14/18  deniers    730  to  740 

Filatures — No.  3,  H/a°  cleniera    680  to  700 

Re-reels— Extra    — 

Ue-ieels— (Oshu)  Hest  No.  1    ...    ;fj0  to  770 

Re-reels — No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  deniers   750  to  760 

Re-reels— No.  >{,  13/'",  14/'/   710  to  720 

Re-ieels— No.  a,  1  1/18  denieis   680  to  6go 

Re-reels — No.  2J,  14/18  denieis    660  to  670 

He-reels — No.  3,  14/ao  deniers    640  to  650 

KaUedas— lixlia                                 Nom.  — 

KaUedas — No.  1    705  to  710 

KaUedas— No.  H    675  to  680 

KaUedas — No.  2    645  to  650 

Kaicedas — No.  24    625  to  630 

KaUedas— No.  3    — 

KaUedas— No.  34    — 

KaUedas — No.  4    — 

Oslm  Sendai— No.  *4   — 

liainatsuUi — No.  1,  2                          Nom.  — 

HainatSuici — No.  3,  4    Nom. 

sodai  —  No.  1  t    — 

Kxi.oi  i  Haw  SilU  Tables  to  9th  Feb.,  1  804. 

ttniao"  1H03-1894.     189393.  1891-91. 


.  I.|,c 

1*1  ic 


16,586 
•2,737 


Hales  29,323 
Picul;.  30,207 


bcltleinentii  and  Direct 

F.xport  from  1  st  )  uly 
Stoclt,  9th  Feb   14.700 


30.950 


iUi.U  . 


i„l>li< 


15,132 
24,801 

39.933 
40,668 


42,000 
3-950 

45,95" 


1 1  a  1  e, . 
I  2,906 
22,87  1 

35,777 
36,622 

38,600 
1 1 ,600 

50.200 


;a  I  o  date  45,650 

WASTE  SILK. 

There  has  been  a  very  small  business  in  this 
branch,  the  total  settlements  amounting  to  127 
piculs,  divided  thus: — Noshi,  22  piculs  ;  Kibiso, 
105  piculs.     No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

As  in  the  Raw  SilU  department,  consumers 
seem  to  be  very  apathetic  and  very  little  business 
results.  Theyaie  sending  in  low  offers,  and  are 
trying  all  the  time  for  cheap  prices,  but  the  Japan 
ese  holders  will  not  bring  down  their  figuies 
sufficiently  to  induce  a  large  business.  Mean- 
time, the  stock  is  heavy,  but  dealers  appear  to 
carry  it  wondei  fully  well,  and  will  probably  be  able 
to  maintain  their  position  for  some  time  to  come. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  oppoitunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer 
Ancona,  leaving  on  llie  3rd  instant,  took  86  bales 
for  Europe.  This  departure  makes  the  piesenl  ex- 
pott  figuies  18,567  piculs,  against  29,803  piculs  last 
year,  and  23,498  piculs  at  llie  same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi. —  The  only  sale  entered  has  been  about 
20  piculs  of  Oshu,  good  quality,  at  $140.  Olhei 
soi  ls  quite  lifeless. 

Kibiso.  —  A  very  small  business  consisting  of 
Oshu  at  $40  and  Kubu  ito  at  $60.  Beyond  these 
small  affaiis,  nothing  whatever  has  been  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

fiei  cod  Cocoons — Good  to  liest   — 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Hest    J 1 4 5  to  150 

Noslii-ilo — Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noslii-ito — Oshu,  Good  to  liest    135  to  145 

Noslii-ito — Shinsim,  Hest    110  10  115 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   loo  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium*    goto  95 

Noslii-ito — It n sli  11 .  Good  to  lietil   125(0  135 

Noslii-ito — I  oslm,  liest    85  to  90 

Noslii-ito — josliu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noslii-ito — josliu.  Ordinary    65(0  70 

Kibiso — Filature,  Hest  selected   105  to  110 

Kiliiso — Filature,  Seconds    95  to  100 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Hest    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Best   — 

Kiliiso — Sliinsliu,  Second's    — 

Kibiso — Josliu ,  Good  to  Fair   40  to 

Kilnso — ]osliu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to 

Kibiso — Haclioji,  Good    35  to 

Kiliiso — Haclioji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to 

Kiliiso — N eri ,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vlawata — Good  to  Hest   — 


35 
3° 
30 
20 


Km. in 

1  r.ii.ir  Waste  Silk  t< 

91b  Feb. 

iHy4  . 

!j  ■  A  I  |I  H 

H.1J  04 

iMgJ.ijj. 

1H91.91. 

I'ii:  11 1.1. 
21,403 
2,095 

Waal* 

IM#I  I'M 

p 

Cneiionn  

1011  lid  ■ 
'5,33^ 
3.131 

I'll  III  ■  . 

27. "3 
2/90 

18,567 

29,803 

23,498 

Snlllcn 

fixptfi 

>torU , 

aim  and  Dlicct  > 
t  from  1  st  ] uly  ) 
gth  Feb  

piiiii  1.1 . 
2 1 ,300 

"7,5°o 

34,700 
7,000 

1 1  i;ii  Ll 
26,400 

1  1 ,00.) 

A  v  a  1 1  a  1 

ilr  suiintiea  to  date 

38,800 

41,700 

37.400 

Exchange  lias  declined  steadily  and  piesent 
quotations  are  as  follows  :— I. ON  I)  ON,  4111/s.  Cre- 
dits,  2/2f ;  Documents,  2/2^;  6111/s.  Ciedits,  2/2-f. 
Nkw  Yokk,  3od/s.  U.S.  $535;  4'n/s.  U.S.  »54f 
Puus,  01  Lyons,  jni/s.  fcs.  2.79;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.81. 


Rslimaieti  Silk  Slock,  9th  Feb.,  1604. 

'N  A  X  I  ft  .  PICU  Lft  . 

Cocoons   260 

Nosiii-ito    8,430 

Kibiso    8,330 

Mawata   1 40 


Hanlis    40 

Filatures    8,380 

Re-reeis   4,473 

Kakeda    ',724 

Oshu    32 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  51 


Total  piculs   14,700 


Sundries    340 


Votal  piculs  ...  17,500 


TEA. 


Considering  the  time  of  year  a  fair  amount  of 
business  has  been  done  during  the  past  week. 
Stocks  are  low,  ai  rivals  small  and  prices  un- 
changed. 

'IK  f  I  C  U  I.  . 

Common   $12  to  13 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium    17  to  18 

Good  Medium    19  to  20 

Fine   22  to  23 

Finest   ") 

Choice   >  Nominal. 

Choicest  J 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  has  steadily  declined  point  by  point 
till  it  has  reached  the  quotations  below: — 

Sterling— Bank  T.T   a/i| 

3lcillng —  Hai.li  Hills  on  demand    2/lf 

Sterling — Ranlc  4  months'  sijjlit    2/2J 

Sterling — Private  4  months'  sight   2/2} 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/2I 

On  Paris — Banlc  sight   2.69 

On  Paris— Private  4  months'  sight    2  77 

On  HongUong — HanU  sigh*    Par. 

On  Hongkong  —  Private  10  days'  sight    1  °/c  dis. 

On  Shanghai — HanU  sight      7 1  i 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    72! 

On  India — BanU  sight    184 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight   187 

Uii  America — HanU  Hills  on  demand    5 1  i 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    52! 

On  America — Piivate  4  months'  sight    53 J 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.20 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.28 

Bar  Silver  (London)    29I 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fi  ee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices — BishopsgateiHouse,|London,  E.C. 


"  MONEY  AND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

'■'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

1  M  ONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 

1       absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TkADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
Ch  ina,  Japan,  South  America,  anH  other  count  lies, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resoit  in  the 
Ilakone  District  is  llie  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramwav  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2, Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  original  and  only  genuine.  Re- 
nowned throughout  the  world  as  the  most 
exquisite  Perfume.  Avoid  Imitations. 

ATKINSON'S 
FRANGIPANNE      .  STEPHANOTIC 
ESS.  BOUQUET      I    JOCKEY  CLUB 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 

Of  all  Dealers.  f 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  uBnal  Trade  Mark, 
a  "  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  tall. 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern 
ments,  Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATEN  1'  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

1.  • irst-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  1  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  dee.cription,from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yacliits  of  jo  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stein  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c  ,  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  ijto  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  pov/er,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, i8go,  in  competition  ouen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  dialogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  I7I,aUEENVICTORIASTREET,E.C 
May  7th,  1891.  1  Y,' 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stem  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sib  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says—"  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  FaVir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  xuring 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  I.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
arid  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
he  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughou 
World.  May  ist,  1890. 


Awaroeo  Colo  Medal  I/pool  Interni  Exhibition,  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 


LIMITED, 


LIVE  RP  OO  It 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture," 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■atkbllshed   &  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


ASK  FOR 


LI  EBIC  COMPANY'S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  iiaron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT, 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 
cases  of  Weakness. 
To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India.         Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the    climates,  and  for  any 

'  Company.  length  of  time. 

LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England^ 


Sold  wholesale  by  COClftNG  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 

FLUID 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


N.B.- ASK  FOR 


Sold  Through©d«  tas  W osier. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  CP 


ELECTRIC    LAUNCH    "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
ind  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  30  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.  > 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments.  / 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m  i  m  e., 
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BIRTHS. 

At  No.  74,  Bluff,  on  the  13th  inst.,  the  wife  of  C. 


V. 


Sale  of  a  Son. 

At  No.  168,  Bluff,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  wife  of  Paul 
Colomb  of  a  Daughter. 

MARRIAGE, 
At  Yokohama,  on  February  10th,  by  the  Rev.  E.  S. 
Booth,  before  U.S.  Consul-General  N.  W.  Mclvor, 
George  f..  Tait  to  Gkorgiana  C.  Furber. 


5  UMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


Two  seamen  of  unknown  nationality  were  sen- 
tenced to  four  months'  hard  labour  by  the 
Yokohama  Chiho  Saibansho,  for  assaulting  the 
police. 

Mr.  Yoshino  Sekei  has  been  elected  President 
of  the  Tokyo  Municipal  Assembly,  Mr.  Matsuda 
Hide  being  selected  for  the  position  of  Vice- 
President.   

The  Kobe  Guild  of  Fancy  Goods  dealers  have 
declined  the  advice  of  the  Yokohama  Guild  to 
terminate  the  boycott  against  Messrs.  Samuel 
Samuel  and  Co. 

The  Emperor  Francis  Joseph  has  decorated 
Mr.  Onoda,  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Police 
Bureau  in  the  Home  Office,  in  recognition  of 
his  services  during  the  visit  of  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand  to  Japan. 

Some  very  interesting  photographic  appliances, 
principally  improved  cameras,  were  shown  and 
described  at  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Photographic  Society  of  Japan,  Professor  W.  K. 
Burton  being  the  lecturer. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Victoria  Public 
School  subscribers,  came  off  on  Monday.  A 
new  and  enlarged  committee,  consisting  of  Bri 


Ushers  and  Americans,  was  elected.  The  Chair- 
man expressed  confidence  of  a  hearty  response 
being  accorded  to  an  appeal  for  further  subscrip- 
tions towards  the  supoort  of  the  school. 

According  to  recent  investigations,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  above  80  years  of  age  in  Tokyo 
are  3,000  in  urban  and  30c  in  rural  divisions. 

The  weather  is  very  genial  for  the  lime  of  year, 
notwithstanding  two  half-hearted  attempts  at 
snowing  during  the  early  morning  hours  of 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 

Small-pox  is  still  very  prevalent  in  the  capital 
and  the  south-western  provinces.  The  influenza 
wave  seems  to  have  passed  out  of  Yokohama 
now,  but  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  are  report- 
ed in  the  native  town. 

A  party  of  seven  Ainu  performed  the  Kuma- 
maisuri,  or  the  ceremony  of  sacrificing  a  bear, 
before  a  number  of  peers  on  the  12th  inst.  in  the 
inclosure  of  the  Noble's  Club,  Tokyo.  The 
affair  had  many  quaint  features. 

Mr.  John  McLean,  Deputy  and  Vice-Consul- 
General  of  the  U.S.  in  Yokohama,  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  death  by  suffocation  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  his  bed  being  set  on  fire  by  a 
piece  of  coal  which  had  fallen  from  the  fire-place. 

The  Town  Councillors  of  Yokohama  have 
passed  a  resolution  to  present  a  congtatulatory 
address  to  the  Imperial  Household,  in  the  name 
of  Yokohama  residents, upon  the  Silver  Wedding 
of  Their  Majesties  the  Emperor  and  Empress. 

Count  Ito  has  made  a  very  statesman-like  and 
decisive  reply  to  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Peers  whoare  opposed  to  the  Government's  policy 
in  regard  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House. 
Naturally  it  has  evoked  a  good  deal  of  criticism. 

Many  loyal  subjects  of  the  Empire  having  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  present  their  Majesties  the 
Emperor  and  Empress  with  some  substantial 
memento  of  their  Silver  Wedding,  the  Court 
has  acceded  to  the  general  request,  and  an- 
nounced that  their  Majesties  with  be  pleased 
to  accept  such  tokens  of  patriotic  good-will, 
but  at  the  same  time  wishes  it  to  be  understood 
that  the  presents  must  not  be  given  in  a  spirit 
of  emulation. 

Mr.  McIvor,  the  new  U.S.  Consul-General 
in  Yokohama,  intends  to  strongly  support  the 
local  police  while  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
their  authorised  functions.  He  sent  one  Ame- 
rican blue-jacket  to  prison  this  week,  for  ten 
days'  and  further  fined  him  $10  and  costs  for 
tearing  up  a  warrant  of  arrest,  while  another 
blue-jacket  of  the  U.S.  navy  was  sentenced  to 
60  days'  imprisonment  and  fined  $60  for  as- 
saulting the  police  while  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty. 

It  is  believed  that  a  Cabinet  crisis  is  impend- 
ing in  Egypt,  the  Khedive  being  incensed  at 
the  Ministers  on  account  of  their  not  support- 
ing him  against  Lord  Cromer.  The  United 
States  Senate  has  referred  the  Tariff  Bill  to  the 
Finance  Committee.  The  House  of  Lords,  be- 
fore passing  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  carried 
numerous  amendments  generally  tending  to 
lessen  the  powers  of  the  Councils.  In  con 
sequence,  the  Gladstonians  are  organising  a 
campaign  in  the  country  against  the  Upper 
House's  action.  A  free  fight  took  place  on 
February  8th  in  Trafalgar  Square  between  the 
police  and  the  socialists,  most  of  the  latter 
being  German  Jews,  and  many  of  the  mob 
were  injured  by  the  batons  of  the  police.  The 
Commercial  Treaty  between  Russia  and  Ger- 
many has  been  signed.    It  reduces  the  German 


duties  on  grain  and  petioleum.    The  Emperor 
William,  when  speaking  at  a  Parliamentary 
dinner,  alluded  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
insisting  on  the  necessity  of  ratification,  other- 
wise a  tariff  war  would  lead  to  real  war.  This 
has  caused  some  uneasiness  in  France,  being 
regarded  as  the  beginning  of  a  rapprochement 
between  the  two  Powers.    The  French  have 
hoisted  their  flag  at  Cavally  on  the  borders  of 
Liberia.   The  French  and  English  Press  greatly 
deplore  the  collisions  that  have  taken  place  be- 
tween their  respective  military  forces  in  Western 
Africa,  and  urge  the  necessity  for  the  avoidance 
of  these  dangerous  incidents  in  the  future.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  Bimetallic  League  in  Man- 
chester, Sir  David  Barbour,  who  stated  that  he 
was  convinced  that  an  international  agreement 
was  the  only  way  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  of 
the  currency  question,  said  that  he  was  un- 
able  to  agree  that  the  experiment  made  in 
India  had  failed,  but  whether  the  step  taken  by 
the  Indian  Government  ended  in  success  or 
failure,  India  had  the  gravest  situation  to  face. 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Civil   Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  a  speech  at  Dundee,  stated  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  intended  to  extend 
the  naval  programme  of  their  predecessors,  as 
foreign  nations  were  now  building  more  ships 
than  Great  Britain.    The  new  estimates  indi- 
cate no  intention  of  forfeiting  Great  Britain's 
relative  position  as  to  naval  strength,  the  esti- 
mates only  providing  for  the  year's  needs.  Fart 
of  the  detailed  programme  will  be  kept  secret 
at  present,  in  order  not  to  inform  other  Powers 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  ships  to  be  laid  down.    A  recent  meeting 
of  the  British  North  Borneo  Company  declined 
to    entertained    Rajah    Brooke's   proposal  to 
acquire  the  Company's  rights,  but  empowered 
the  Directors  to  offer  him  the  post  of  Governor- 
General. 


There  is  not  much  to  be  said  about  the  Import 
trade,  fluctuations  in  exchange  rendering  busi- 
ness nearly  an  impossibility.    Yarns,  Cotton 
Piece-goods,  and  Woollens  are  almost  entirely 
neglected,  holders  in  self-defence  being  com- 
pelled to  raise  their  prices,  would-be  buyers  con- 
sequently being  prevented  from  putting  through 
the   transactions  for   which   they    are  ready. 
Due    to   the   same  cause,    the  Metal  market 
is  in  a  similar  condition,  there  being  scarcely 
enough  business  to  make   quotations.  Kero- 
sene has   arrived  freely,    and  large  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  already  heavy  stock 
of  both  Russian  and  American   Oil.  There 
are  doubtless  buyers  in  the  market,  but  the 
business  has  only  been  on  a  small  scale.  The 
only  import  that  appears  to  be  active  is  Sugar, 
and  while   "spot"   business  is  brisk,  offers 
for  parcels  to  arrive  are  freely  made,  especially 
for  new  Formosa.     Prices,   which  generally 
show  little  or  no  change  for  Brown  descriptions, 
are  fairly  strong.     White  sorts  are  arriving  in 
moderate  quantities,  but  the  business  in  these 
has  not  been  extensive,  and  values  are  un- 
changed.   In  the  Tea  trade,  buyers  have  taken 
up  several  desirable  parcels  of  medium  leaf, 
and,  as  there  is  very  little  coming  in,  the  stock 
on   the  market  is  not  large.    The  Silk  trade 
continues  dull,  the  small  daily  business  of  the 
week  only  amounting  to  750  piculs,  about  100 
piculs  of  which  have  to  be  credited  to  direct  ex- 
port.   Prices  are  practically  unchanged,  though 
the  market  may  be  called  easier  for  certain  kinds, 
but  the  stock  remains  heavy  and  the  settlements 
to  date  are  more  than  10,000  piculs  less  than 
those  of  last  year  at  same  date.    The  Waste  Silk 
trade  has  again  been  exceedingly  small,  busi- 
ness in  this  branch  being  almost  at  a  standstill. 
Exchange  has  again  fluctuated,  and  there  is  no 
appearance  of  stability  in  rates. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


INSPECTION   OF  JAPANESE  WAR-SHIPS  BUILT  IN 
ENGLAND. 

English  ship-buildeis  are  incorrigible  rascals. 
It  is  Japan's  habit  to  send  some  of  her  own 
experts  lo  ihe  United  Kingdom  for  the  purpose 
of  supervising  the  construction  of  any  ships 
ordered  by  her.  Already  she  lias  two  naval 
constructors  there,  Messrs.  Takayama  and 
Miyahara,  and  she  has  now  ordered  two  others, 
Messrs.  Kozaka  and  Iwata,  to  proceed  thither  on 
the  same  mission  in  connection  with  the  building 
of  the  ships  for  which  funds  were  voted  by  the 
Diet  in  its  fourth  session.  But  of  course  this 
natural  precaution  will  be  abandoned  in  view 
of  the  startling  discoveries  which  the  Nippon 
has  made  about  the  supreme  villainy  and  crafti- 
ness of  British  shipbuilders,  and  the  successful 
manner  in  which  the  innocent  Japanese  are 
taken  in  by  them.  The  Japanese  expert  has 
no  show  at  all  against  these  ruse  manceuverers. 
There  is  a  regular  routine  for  throwing  dust  of 
varying  density  in  his  eyes.  The  first  step  in 
the  programme  is  dining  and  wining.  Then 
follows  the  bestowal  of  gifts  which  sometimes 
take  the  form  of  solid  sovereigns.  Should  these 
pleasant  plans  fail  to  deflect  the  austere  Japan- 
ese from  the  path  of  strict  duty,  recourse  is  had 
to  a  system  of  obstructions.  Obviously  objec- 
tionable features  in  the  methods  of  ship-building 
adopted  cannot  be  successfully  remonstrated 
against  because  no  one  to  remonstrate  with  is 
ever  forthcoming,  and  when,  after  infinite  search, 
the  constructor-in-chief  is  at  length  discovered, 
that  unconscionable  person  isabandoned  enough 
to  argue  the  point  with  so  much  persistency  and 
such  show  of  reason  that  before  the  controversy 
is  ended  the  objectionable  feature  in  the  build- 
ing has  been  permanently  fixed  and  all  help  is 
past.  There  are  even  instances  where  these 
faithless  builders,  acting  in  collusion,  undertake 
work  for  one  another,  so  that,  while  a  guileless 
Japanese  inspector  is  placidly  waiting  to  see 
the  construction  of  a  ship  commenced,  the  parts 
arrive  by  rail  from  another  yard,  and  are  put  up 
with  such  dazzling  celerity  that  the  Genie's 
palace  is  not  in  it,  and  before  a  respectable, 
normally-constituted  person  has  lime  to  collect 
his  breath  for  a  remonstrance,  everything  is 
finished  and  over.  Nor  does  this  exhaust  the 
catalogue  of  contrivances.  Should  all  com- 
paratively lawful  devices  fail,  there  remains  the 
scheme  of  dropping  an  armour-plate  on  the 
head  of  the  inquisitive  Japanese  or  enticing  him 
across  the  path  of  a  flying  crowbar.  After  that 
the  building  generally  goes  on  without  further  in- 
terruption from  the  Japanese  side.  But  if  Japan 
gets  nothing  but  hoodwinked  and  dilapidated 
inspectors  by  ordering  her  ships  in  England 
and  sending  her  sons  to  look  after  the  building, 
would  it  not  be  much  better  for  her  to  do  her 
own  building  at  home,  thus  preserving  herself 
from  demoralizing  contact  and  saving  her  na- 
tionals from  battering  and  bloodshed  ? 

Thus,  in  effect,  the  Nippon.  The  good, 
patriotic  journal !  Patriotism  now-a-daysconsists 
apparently  in  abusing  other  nations.  English 
shipbuilders  have  been  working  at  their  trade 
for  centuries  on  Great  Britain's  account  and  on 
the  account  of  other  States.  They  are  reckon- 
ed, we  think  we  may  fairly  say,  the  best  builders 
in  the  world.  They  have  managed  to  build  for 
England  and  for  other  nations  ships  so  excellent 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  countries  in  the  Occi- 
dent and  the  Orient  carry  their  commissions  to 
British  dockyards.  British  merchants,  loo,  are 
counted  about  as  honourable  and  upright  as 
merchants  are  made  in  this  human  sphere.  It 
would  be  very  painful  to  think  that  Japanese 
money  should  be  purloined  by  the  knavery  of 
British  ship-builders  and  the  trickery  of  British 
merchants,  or  that  Japanese  morals  should  be 
contaminated  by  contact  with  such  evil  persons 
Were  there  many  Japanese  who  thought  as  the 
Nippon  thinks,  we  should  say,  truly  Japan  had 
better  cany  her  orders  elsewhere  ;  Englishmen 
want  neither  her  silver  nor  her  slanders.  But 
happily,  as  we  believe,  there  are  not  many 
Japanese  so  oblique-visioned  as  our  crabbed 
contemporary.    Only,  it  has  become  the  fashion 


now-a-days  with  some  very  crooked-minded 
writers  to  demonstrate  their  love  for  their  own 
country  by  parading  their  hatred  for  other 
countries.  The  fashion,  we  think,  had  its 
origin  among  Yokohama  journalists.  The 
canon  observed  by  them  is,  that  to  abuse  Japan 
is  to  laud  Great  Britain,  and  that  to  say  a  kindly 
word  of  Japan  is  to  be  a  renegade  to  England. 
The  Nippon  is  qualifying  admirably  for  admis- 
sion to  the  ranks  of  that  enviable  society.  We 
congratulate  our  Tokyo  contemporary. 

ELECTION  TROUBLES. 

We  had  hoped  that,  owing  to  the  attitude  of 
strict  impartiality  assumed  by  the  Government, 
and  to  the  efficient  steps  which  the  present 
Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  may  be 
trusted  to  take  in  the  cause  of  public  peace 
and  good  order,  comparative  tranquillity  might 
be  expected  to  characteiize  the  approaching 
general  elections.  We  are  sorry  to  see,  how- 
ever, that  the  Tokyo  News  Agency  makes  a 
different  forecast.  The  number  of  persons,  it 
says,  apprehended  and  punished  for  crimes  of 
violence  during  the  first  elections  was  140 
approximately,  and  during  the  second,  no  less 
that  200  offenders  against  the  public  peace 
were  convicted.  At  the  approaching  elections, 
the  laws  against  all  sorts  of  corrupt  practices 
and  improper  conduct  will  be  enforced  with 
more  strictness  than  ever,  and  consequently 
— we  still  quote  the  News  Agency's  opinion — 
the  number  of  malefactors  will  probably  aggre- 
gate as  many  as  300.  Already  in  Tochigi  Pre- 
fecture three  men  have  been  arrested,  and  in 
Saitama,  two,  which  record  the  News  Agency 
finds  very  ominous.  But  truly  we  {Japan 
Mail)  fail  to  follow  this  reasoning.  It  seems 
to  us  that  a  conviction  of  the  Authorities'  resolve 
to  employ  all  the  force  at  their  disposal  for  the 
preservation  of  good  order  must  exercise  a 
deterrent  effect  upon  agitation.  Besides,  the 
unquestionably  neutral  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment must  help  in  some  degree  to  calm  the 
frenzy  of  partizanship.  If  there  is  question  of 
comparison,  we  may  draw  a  not  unreasonable 
inference  from  the  state  of  affairs  that  preceded 
the  general  election  of  1892.  We  are  now 
within  twenty  days  of  the  next  election,  and 
before  the  last  had  become  equally  close,  reports 
of  rioting  and  disturbance  were  to  hand  from 
various  districts  in  the  interior.  So  threatening, 
indeed,  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  end  of 
January  the  year  before  last  that  the  Government 
was  obliged  to  issue  the  celebrated  Law  of 
Premonition.  Complaints  too  were  loudly  heard 
about  official  interference,  and  leading  news- 
papers were  under  sentence  of  suspension  on 
account  of  writing  judged  likely  lo  foment  the 
tumult  and  violence  existing  in  so  many  dis- 
tricts. Nothing  like  that  is  yet  on  record,  and 
we  still  hope  that  the  troubles  of  1892,  so  far 
from  being  exceeded  on  the  present  occasion, 
will  not  be  equalled. 

THE  MINER'S  HANDBOOK. 

We  note  in  the  Athenceum  a  very  favour- 
able review  of  the  recently  published  "Miner's 
Handbook,"  by  Professor  John  Milne,  F.R.S., 
of  the  Imperial  University  of  Tokyo.  The 
work,  though  published  in  London,  was  printed 
in  Japan,  and  the  paper  and  type  are,  the 
Athenaum  remarks,  both  excellent,  the  entire 
get-up  being  most  creditable  to  the  craftsmen  of 
Tokyo,  and  while  rrw'sprints  are  not  absent 
they  are  not  more  numerous  nor  of  a  different 
kind  to  what  might  be  expected  in  a  work  of 
the  same  nature  printed  at  home.  The  book, 
besides  its  practical  instructions,  compiled  from 
a  large  number  of  well-known  works,  to  which 
full  references  are  invariably  given,  contains 
many  fresh  and  interesting  notes  relating  to 
Japanese  mines. 

POWDER  EXPLOSION. 

A  tkrrific  gunpowder  explosion  occurred  at 
Wuchang  on  the  22nd  ult.,  writes  the  N.-C. 
Daily  News,  and  according  to  the  first  reporL 
upwards  of  a  hundred  lives  were  lost.  Eye- 
witnesses inform  us  that  the  explosion  occurred 
at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  an 
immense  column  of  smoke  ascended  some  three 
hundred  yards,  and  then  spread  out  like  an  um- 


brella. The  concussion  was  felt  at  Hankow  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  explosion 
look  place  at  the  powder  works  at  Huanglupu. 
According  to  a  later  report,  twenty-six  people 
out  of  thirty  odd  engaged  at  the  works,  and  all 
the  cattle  used  to  turn  the  mills,  were  killed. 
The  prompt  arrival  of  a  number  of  fire  engines 
saved  the  large  magazine  near  by,  otherwise  the 
disaster  would  have  been  much  greater.  The 
results  of  this  explosion,  frightful  as  they  were 
in  the  loss  of  human  and  animal  life,  would 
possibly  in  former  times  have  been  glossed  over 
by  the  high  authorities  and  reported  to  the 
Throne  as  of  slight  consequence,  the  losses  be- 
ing made  good  by  the  officers  immediately  in 
charge,  |a  way  of  doing  things  which  hap- 
pened more  than  once  in  former  days.  But 
these  easy  times  are  past,  and  all  the  officials 
of  Wuchang  and  Hanyang,  from  the  Viceroy 
Chang  downwards,  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  accident,  will  have  to  suffer  more  seriously 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  This 
is  owing  to  the  recent  memorial  of  H.E.  Hsiieh, 
Chinese  Minister  to  England,  calling  attention 
to  the  importance  of  proper  care  of  the  powder 
works  of  the  whole  empire,  and  with  reference 
to  which  the  Emperor's  Rescript  was  parti- 
cularly earnest,  warning  delinquents  that  no 
mercy  would  be  shown  to  them  for  their  care- 
lessness of  human  life  and  Government  money. 


OBSTRUCTION  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Obstruction  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
England  is  rapidly  becoming  a  scandal  of  the 
worst  order,  and  though  Opposition  journals 
in  London  are  loud  in  their  outcry  against  the 
so-called  tyrannical  coercion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  venture  to  think  that  even  the  most 
rabid  Primrose  Leaguer  will,  in  the  innermost 
recesses  of  his  own  heart,  whatever  he  may 
profess  in  public,  hardly  venture  to  deny  that 
at  no  time  has  a  strict  application  of  the  closure 
ever  been  more  called  for  than  it  was  on  the 
re-assembling  of  Parliament  after  the  brief 
Christmas  recess.  An  uninterrupted  and  un- 
checked continuance  of  the  tactics  employed, 
apparently  with  the  tacit  assent  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Opposition,  by  a  small  section  of  insignifi- 
cant members  of  their  party,  must  have  resulted 
not  only  in  the  complete  destruction  of  all  new 
legislation  but  even  of  the  practical  admini- 
stration of  the  Government.  On  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  before  Christmas,  six  full 
weeks  had  already  been  spent  in  the  discussion 
of  the  details  of  the  Parish  Councils  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee, and  yet  at  that  time  only  19  clauses  had 
been  passed  out  of  the  71  of  which  the  Bill 
consisted,  and  to  the  remaining  52  clauses  no 
less  than  654  amendments  had  already  been 
entered  on  the  notice-book.  Many  of  the  vital 
problems  of  the  Bill,  such  as  might  most  fairly 
and  properly  be  assumed  to  require  fair  and 
proper  discussion,  such  as  sex  and  qualifications 
of  electors  and  elected,  mode  and  principle  of 
election,  had  as  yet  been  untouched,  and  if  the 
same  rate  of  progress  had  continued  to  be  main- 
tained, the  time  of  the  House  of  Commons 
would  have  been  entirely  absorbed  for  another 
six  months  to  come  with  this  single  Bill.  De- 
lay was  caused  by  the  same  points  being  raised 
over  and  over  again  in  slightly  different  form,  on 
each  occasion  being  accompanied  by  speech- 
making  as  factious  and  irrelevant  as  it  was  inter- 
minable, but  the  time  of  the  House,  limited  as  it 
now  is  by  fixed  hours  of  adjournment,  was  also 
shamelessly  wasted  by  long  strings  of  the  most 
absurd  questions,  enough  to  make  the  English 
Parliament,  as  a  machine  for  carrying  on  the 
Government  of  a  great  empire,  the  laughing 
stock  of  the  world.  We  can  throw  no  stones  at 
the  Japanese  Diet  in'iM  early  infancy,  when  we 
see  the  proceedings  avowedly  adopted  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  thwarting  the  Government  by 
certain  members  of  our  own  Parliament,  with 
all  its  grand  history  and  traditions,  and  its  pro- 
cedure firmly  established  by  precedents  extend- 
ing over  centuries.  Two  members  of  the  Con- 
servative party  have  throughout  the  session  been 
conspicous  in* their  efforts  to  bring  Parliament- 
ary Government  into  utter  contempt,  Messrs. 
Bowles  and  Bartley.  The  latter  is  the  member 
for   the  Metropolitan  constituency  of  North 
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Islington,  and  was  at  one  time  the  paid  secretary 
of  the  Cential  Conservative  Association.    He  is 
si  big,  burly  man,  with  a  loud  voice  and  brazen 
a88arance,  and  as  an  illustration  of  his  activity 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  we  quote  llie  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Daily  IflWS  describing  his 
share  in  the  proceedings  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, prior  to  the  adjournment  for  the  Christmas 
recess:— "  Of  forty-eight  questions  on  the  paper, 
Mr.  Bartley  was  responsible  for  seventeen,  deal- 
ing with  an  encyclopaedic  variety  of  topics — 
Irish  evictions,  seamen's  savings  banks,  soldiers' 
billets,  evening  schools,  the  Victoria  Tower 
flag,  miners' wages  in  West  Scotland,  postcards, 
the  Killamey  crofters,  the  Anarchists,  reporting 
Pailiamentary  debates,    Article    1,402   of  the 
Queen's  Regulations,  milk  analysis,  the  cadastral 
survey  in  Behar,  teachers'  pensions,  illiterate 
voters,  Matabeleland,  and  the  responsibility  of 
directors.    At  first  he  put  his  questions  with- 
out notice,  the  House  apparently  having  failed 
to  remark  his  large  share  of  the  paper ;  but  in  a 
short  lime  ironical  cheers  were  given  when  his 
name  was  called.    A  little  longer,  and  the  cheers 
changed  to  groans,  which  became  deeper  and 
more  prolonged  as  the  full  extent  of  the  inflic- 
tion was  gradually  realised.    Mr.  Bartley  came 
off  badly  in  an  encounter  with  Mr.  Arnold 
Morley,  who  informed  him  that  the  time  to  ask 
about  adhesive  stamps  on  cards  for  the  post 
would  be  when  the  new  contract  was  made. 
'When  is  thai?'  inquired    Mr.  Bartley.  'In 
about  three  years,'  replied  Mr.  Morley,  to  the 
great  amusement  of  the  listeners."    In  the  worst 
days  of  Irish  obstruction  even   the   late  Mr. 
Biggar  never  achieved  such  a  record  as  this, 
and  looking  at  it,  we  cannot  wonder  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  party  are  calling  for 
strong  and  speedy  measures  of  repression  as 
loudly  as  the  Conservative  press  complains  of 
those  already  taken." 


THE  T EMMA  COTTON-SPINNING  FACTORY. 

The  prosperous  record  of  cotton  spinning  in 
Japan  begins  to  be  chequered.  The  trouble 
amongst  the  Temma  Factory's  operatives  was 
described  in  a  previous  issue,  and  it  now  ap- 
pears that  fresh  troubles  have  occurred  in  the 
same  factory  owing  to  two  items  in  the  January 
accounts,  namely,  a  waste  of  25,000  pounds  of 
colton  during  that  month,  and  a  charge  of  16.40 
yen  for  the  manufacture  of  each  bale  of  yarn. 
It  is  admitted  that  some  waste  is  inevitable, 
but  more  than  800  pounds  a  day  is  a  little 
too  much,  and  as  for  the  cost  of  manufacture, 
it  is  held  to  be  30  per  cent,  too  high.  The 
President  and  Managers  are  held  accountable 
for  these  unsatisfactory  items  of  account,  and 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun's  statement  seems  to 
indicate  that  they  admit  the  justice  of  the  charge. 
Another  report  says  that  the  operatives  are  geatly 
demoralized  since  the  recent  arrest  of  some  of 
their  number  by  the  Osaka  police,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  work  is  progressing  very  slowly. 
Altogether  the  affairs  of  the  Company  seem  to 
be  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition. 


THE  LATE  SIR  HARRY  PAKKES. 

We  learn  from  the  Athenceum  that  in  December 
the  long  promised  life  of  the  late  Sir  Harry 
Parkes  was  nearly  through  the  press,  and  that  it 
would  be  published  in  January  by  Messrs. 
Macmillan.  The  work  will  be,  or  is,  we  should 
perhaps  now  say,  in  two  volumes,  the  first  of 
which  deals  with  Sir  Harry  Parkes'  early  career 
in  China,  and  the  part  he  played  in  the  first  and 
second  China  war— thePekiug  campaign  of  i860, 
when  he  was  treacherously  seized  and  thrown 
into  prison  by  the  Chinese  authorities.  The 
latter  incident  has  been  already  fully  described 
in  the  works  of  Sherard  Osbom  and  Sir  Henry 
Loch,  who  shared  Sir  Harry  Parkes'  prison 
experiences,  and  we  cannot  therefore  expect  to 
find  much  that  is  new  in  regard  to  it  in  the 
forthcoming  volumes  ;  but  the  story  of  the  first 
Chinese  war  yet  remains  to  be  well  told,  and 
its  recital  should,  even  at  this  late  day,  be  full 
of  interest.  The  second  volume  deals  almost 
enclusively  with  Sir  Harry  Parkes'  long  career, 
extending  over  eighteen  very  eventful  years,  in 
Japan.  We  can  scarcely  consider  that  the  late 
Minister  has  been  fortunate  in  his  biographers. 


Mr.  Stanley  Lane- Poole,  who  is  responsible  for 
the  first  volume,  is  an  experienced  book  maker  : 
as  an  authority  on  Egypt  lie  deservedly  occupies 
a  foremost  place,  and  his  works  on  Kgypt  ami 
Assyrian  art  are,  in  their  way,  almost  classics. 
But  what  are  his  special  qualifications  for  writing 
on  China,  we  know  not.  Mr.  F.  V.  Dickins, 
who  is  the  author  of  the  second  volume,  resided 
for  a  long  time  in  Japan,  had  some  acquaintance 
with  the  language  and  history,  and  is  an  able 
writer.  But  his  place  of  residence  while  here 
was  exclusively  in  Yokohama,  outside  the 
limits  of  which  he  seldom  stirred  ;  lie  took  no 
interest  at  the  time  in  the  political  movements 
of  the  day;  he  had  absolutely  no  acquaintance 
with  Japanese  officials;  and  with  Sir  Harry 
Parkes  himself  not  at  all  that  intimate  one 
which  the  AtheticBum  ascribes  to  him.  Mr. 
Dickins  may,  however,  have  been  allowed  access 
for  bis  woik  to  the  archives  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  and  if  so  all  personal  deficiencies  will 
have  been  amply  remedied.  Whatever  may  be 
the  shortcomings  of  the  whole  work,  it  will,  we 
are  sure,  be  heartily  welcomed  by  all  English- 
men throughout  China  and  Japan,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  one  who,  whatever  his  faults  and  mis- 
takes, was  by  far  the  greatest  Englishman  that 
ever  served  his  country  in  the  Far  East,  and 
whose  guiding  principle  throughout  the  whole 
of  his  long  and  distinguished  career,  was  the 
interests  of  his  own  countrymen  and  country. 


BANK  AGENT. 

Some  discussion  is  now  going  on  with  regard 
to  the  question  whether  the  officer  in  charge  of 
a  Bank's  Agency  is  competent  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  on  behalf  the  Bank  :  whether,  in 
fact,  ha  is  a  "legal  person'' in  the  sense  con- 
templated by  the  Commercial  Code.   Some  the 
time  ago  the  question  was  submitted  to  the 
well  known  barrister  Mr.  Okamura  Teruhiko  by 
the  Tokyo  Clearing  House.    His  reply  was  that 
a  Bank  Agent  being  simply  an  employe"  did  not 
possess  the  legal  status  of  a  representative  and 
could   not    institute   legal    proceedings.  Mr. 
Okamura  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  incon- 
veniences contingent  upon  such  incompetence 
might  be  obviated  by  the  Head  Bank  conferring 
a  power  of  attorney  on  its  agent.    But  a  judg- 
ment lately  given  in  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal 
does  not  support  Mr.  Okamuia's  view.  The 
appellant  claimed  that  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  Tokyo  Branch  of  a  National  Bank,  being 
only  an  employe^  could  not  represent  the  Bank 
legally  or  institute  a  law-suit  in  its  behalf.  The 
Judges  ruled,  however,  that  a  Brahch  being,  in 
effect,  part  of  the  principal  Bank,  is  competent 
to  take  all  legal  steps  essential  to  the  discharge 
of  the  business  entrusted  to  it,  and  that,  inas- 
much as  full  responsibility  vis-a-vis  the  public 
devolves  upon  a  Bank  Agent,  correspondingly 
complete  powers  to  discharge  his  responsibility 
must  be  vested  in  him.    It  is  plain  to  the  com- 
monest intelligence  that  the  Court's  decision 
accords  with  the  dictates  of  practical  conveni- 
ence and  tends  to  develop  banking  facilities. 
Nevertheless,  Mr.  Okamura  may  be  technically 
correct,  and  there  is  obviously  some  perplexity 
on  the  subject. 


KOREAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbiyi  confirms  our  sur- 
mise that,  despite  the  favourable  reports  pub- 
lished in  certain  vernacular  journals  with  re- 
ference to  the  Korean  imbroglio,  a  settlement 
is  not  yet  in  sight.  That  negotiations  between 
Mr.  Otori  and  the  Korean  Government  have 
frequently  taken  place,  that  a  certain  amount 
of  progress  towards  an  understanding  has  been 
made,  and  that  the  Edict  against  the  exportation 
of  grain  will  ultimately  be  revoked — all  this  our 
contemporary  affirms  to  be  trustworthy.  But 
such  a  statement  of  the  case  is  very  different 
from  the  confident  assertion  advanced  by  other 
vernacular  newspapers  to  the  effect  that  a  day — 
the  22nd  of  the  current  month — lias  actually 
been  fixed  for  the  repeal  of  the  restriction.  The 
Nichi  Nichi,  taught  by  past  experience,  observes 
that  where  the  Korean  Government  has  lobe  dealt 
with  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  anything 
short  of  an  accomplished  fact.  For  our  own 
part,  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  although 


Mr.  Otori's  representations  may  ultimately  effect 
the  recall  of  the  objectionable  Edict,  it  will 
meanwhile  have  woiked  all  the  mischief  ttiat  its 
drafters  contemplated.  It  is  an  Edict  prohibit- 
ing the  expoit  of  grain,  an  operation  which 
like  everything  else  has  its  proper  season.  If 
the  Edict  remain  in  force  throughout  that  season, 
its  subsequent  revocation  will  be  about  as  useful 
as  the  Manx  cat's  tail.  These  considerations 
have  of  course  presented  themselves  to  diplo- 
matists, and  will  doubtless  become  the  basis  of 
fresh  demands  for  indemnity.  Korean  rulers, 
under  whatever  impulse  they  act,  seem  deter- 
mined to  create  causes  of  international  friction  ; 
petty  causes,  it  is  true,  but  these  littles  may 
make  a  mickle  one  fine  day. 

RETURNS  01'   BUSINESS  ACTIVITY   IN  AMERICA. 

Advices  by  last  mail  are  unanimous  in  declar- 
ing that  the  point  of  greatest  depression  has 
been  passed  in  the  United  Stales,  and  that  busi- 
ness is  now  on  the  upward  grade.  Prices  are 
still  low,  workmen  in  great  numbers  are  still  out 
of  employ  ;  many  factories  are  still  closed,  al- 
together or  in  part ;  and  relief  has  still  to  be  con- 
stantly provided  for  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  destitute  persons.  Nevertheless,  signs  visible 
to  careful  seekers  are  perceptible  that  the  lowest 
depth  of  depression  has  been  reached  and  that 
prosperous  times  begin  to  be  once  more  visible. 
Those  signs  are,  first,  that  despite  of  the  prices 
of  iron  and  steel  being  the  lowest  on  record, 
and  despite  the  prospect  of  radical  tariff  changes, 
the  number  of  blast  furnaces  open  on  January 
1st  was  greater  than  the  number  open  on  Decem- 
ber ist,  and  even  during  the  dull,  holiday  month 
of  December,  there  was  an  added  output  of 
240,000  tons  of  pig-iron.  Secondly,  deposits 
have  begun  to  come  back  to  the  Savings 
Banks.  Confidence  is  almost  re-established. 
Thirdly,  industrial  establishments  show  a 
renewed  tendency  to  spring  into  existence. 
Interpreters  of  the  situation  speak  with  be- 
coming caution,  but  their  tone  is  unquestion- 
ably re-assuring.  "  Even,"  writes  Bradstrect 's, 
"  after  all  arguments  are  exhausted  to  show  that 
the  depression  is  or  is  not  as  severe  as  it  was 
recently,  or  that  it  is  lifting,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  first  and  all  important  point  in  recover- 
ing from  the  results  of  panic  and  resulting  com- 
mercial and  industrial  disturbance  is  to  realize 
that  the  worst  has  happened,  and  that  signs 
are  not  wanting  that  improvement  has  already 
begun." 

COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  ITEMS. 

Experiments  conducted  by  Professor  Taka- 
maisu,  of  the  Tokyo  Technological  School,  are 
said  to  have  demonstrated  that  the  wild  indigo 
plant  is  distinctly  better  for  obtaining  the  valu- 
able dying  material  than  the  common  plant  cul- 
tivated largely  in  Shikoku  and  elsewhere.  The 
wild  plant  gives  a  larger  proportionate  quantity 
of  dye-stuff,  and  is  less  costly  to  grow,  especially 
in  warm  climates  like  that  of  Riukiu  and  the 
islands  along  the  coast  of  Kagoshima.  The  Pro- 
fessor exhorts  the  people  of  these  latter  districts 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  matter,  so  that 
home-produced  indigo  may  be  substituted  for 
the  Indian  article,  now  imported  in  consider- 
able quantities. 

* 

*  * 

It  has  been  demonstrated,  we  read  in  verna- 
cular newspapers,  that  the  inventor  of  silk  crape 
in  Japan  was  one  Kinuya  Jirobei,  who  flourished 
about  170  years  ago.  The  invention  is  said  to 
have  been  the  result  of  many  years  of  experi- 
mental weaving,  carried  on  under  circumstances 
of  no  little  difficulty.  He  was  a  native  of 
Hachiyama,  in  Tango,  where  the  industry  now 
flourishes,  and  the  people  of  the  place  have 
conceived  the  idea  that  something  should  be 
done  to  perpetuate  the  name  and  fame  of  an 
expert  who  conferred  such  a  boon  on  his  coun- 
try. Subscriptions  have  been  invited  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  cooperation  of  the  Kyoto 
weavers  has  been  sought. 

We  read  in  the  Mainichi  Shimbun  that  the 
kerosene  obtained  in  Echigo  has  now  a  bright 
prospect  of  competing  successfully  with  the 
imported  product.     Hitherto  the  Japanese  oil 
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has  been  fatally  handicapped  by  the  cost  of 
transportation.  The  carriage  cf  a  ton  from 
Sliinoi,  tlie  place  of  production,  to  Yokogawa, 
a  station  at  ihe  foot  of  the  Usui  Pass  on  the 
Naoyetsu  line,  used  to  cost  22.26  yen,  but  has 
now  been  reduced  to  5. 30  yen,  and  the  freight 
from  Shinoi  to  Uyeda  has  become  2,20  yen 
instead  of  9.24  yen.  The  province  of  Shinano 
uses  a  good  deal  of  kerosene — from  April  to 
December  last  year  more  than  8,000  cases  were 
sold  there — but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  reach- 
ing it  from  Yechigo,  the  latter's  product  has 
always  been  beaten  out  of  the  field  by  the  im- 
ported article.  It  is  expected  that  the  tables 
will  now  be  turned. 


POLICE  ADMINISTRATION   IN  KOBE. 

The  Settlement  of  Kobe  has  of  late  years  earn- 
ed a  somewhat  unenviable  reputation  in  connec- 
tion with  fracas  between  foreign  sailors  and 
Japanese  police.  There  is  a  natural  antipathy 
on  the  part  of  every  Jack  Tar  to  have  hands  laid 
on  him  by  a  man  of  another  nationality,  and 
when  the  layer-on  of  hands  happens  to  be  a 
Japanese  of  greatly  inferior  physical  endow- 
ments, Jack's  reluctance  develops  into  an  irre- 
sistible impulse  to  "  strew  the  place  with  "  his 
would-be  convoy  and  sail  away  free.  This  ex- 
planation does  not  cover  the  whole  case  pro- 
bably, but  it  does  cover  a  great  deal  of  it,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  that  it  extends  also  to  many 
of  the  rows  between  liberty  men  and  jinrikisha 
coolies.  The  coolie  is  perhaps  rude  and  ex- 
tortionate on  occasion,  but  we  have  ourselves 
seen  several  cases  in  which  the  roughness  and 
intimidation  were  chiefly  on  the  other  side.  At 
all  events,  one  must  be  very  prejudiced  to  con- 

cludethatthefault  rests  entirely  with  either  party. 
* 

*  * 

In  connection  with  this  we  learn  from  the  Shin- 
Choya  newspaper  that,  owing  to  a  disturbance 
which  occurred  recently  between  two  German 
man-of-war's  men  and  some  Japanese  coolies 
on  the  Kobe  Hatoba,  the  Captain  of  the  Ger- 
man ship  made  to  his  Consul  such  representa- 
tions that  the  latter  urged  the  Governor  to 
establish  a  police  station  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity of  the  Hatoba,  and  also  to  cause  placards 
to  be  posted  stating  in  English  and  German 
the  proper  jinrikisha  fares  payable  by  persons 
hiring  vehicles  from  the  Hatoba  to  the  places 
usually  visited  in  or  near  the  Settlement.  The 
Governor  has  taken  these  step3,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  conduce  to  the  better  pre- 
servation of  order.  Association  of  the  English 
and  German  languages  on  notice-boards  in 
Japan  is  a  more  or  less  pleasing  novelty. 


POACHING   AND   ITS  PREVENTION. 

Among  the  wild  and  wonderful  stories  related 
from  lime  to  time  by  the  vernacular  newspapers 
— many  of  which  really  seem  bent  upon  dis- 
crediting all  Japanese  newspaper  utterances,  so 
strangely  indifferent  are  they  about  the  truth, 
or  even  the  probability,  of  what  they  insert — we 
have  seen  none  wilder  or  more  wonderful  than 
the  yivu's  allegations  about  the  instructions 
officially  issued  to  the  Iwaki  Kan  and  the  Kai- 
mon  Kan  when  those  ships  were  sent  northward 
to  prevent  poaching  by  foreign  vessels  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Kui  iles.  The  Jiyu  would 
have  its  readers  believe  that  the  men-of-war  were 
told  to  carefully  avoid  discharging  the  very  duty 
on  account  of  which  they  were  sent.  If  they 
saw  a  foreign  vessel  acting  in  a  suspicious 
manner,  they  were  to  give  her  a  wide  berth  ;  if 
they  detected  a  foreign  vessel  poaching,  they 
were  to  assume  ignorance  of  her  doings  and 
sail  quietly  away.  Only  in  the  event  of  com- 
plaints being  formulated  by  the  people  against 
the  proceedings  of  a  foreign  vessel  were  steps 
to  be  taken  for  its  restraint.  If  the  Jiyu  believes 
that  kind  of  nonsense,  it  must  not  expect  others 
to  be  equally  credulous.  Its  object  is  to  repre- 
sent the  Government  as  too  timid  of  foreigners 
even  to  protect  Japanese  property  against  their 
depredations. 

ENVELOPES. 

The  functions  of  post-office  officials  are  not 
limited  to  sorting  and  distributing  letters.  It 
often  devolves  upon  them  also  to  have  to  re- 


fasten  envelopes  that  have  come  undone  01  been 
torn  in  transit.  During  the  month  of  January 
of  this  year,  the  number  of  letters  whose  en- 
velopes needed  such  treatment  aggregated  1,540 
in  the  Tokyo  Central  Post  Office  alone,  being 
an  average  of  over  50  per  diem.  Similiar 
inconvenience  occurs  with  newspapers  and 
periodicals  and  with  books  and  commercial 
samples.  The  Post  Office  is  caused  much 
labour  and  correspondence  is  exposed  to  many 
risks  by  the  use  on  the  part  of  the  public  of  bad 
or  rudely  fastened  envelopes  and  wrappers. 
The  Department  of  Communications  has  had 
an  advertisement  inserted  in  the  vernacular 
press  urging  people  to  employ  more  durable 
envelopes,  and  to  fasten  them  more  securely. 
Referring  to  this,  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun 
suggests  that  the  letter  about  which  Mr.  Abe 
Okiudo,  formerly  member  of  the  Diet  for  Toku- 
shima  Prefecture,  made  such  loud  complaints 
recently  because  it  reached  him  open,  may  have 
been  an  example  of  the  carelessness  referred 
to  by  the  Department  of  Communications. 

It  has  probably  happened  to  several  of  our 
readers  to  receive  from  the  posl  office  a  torn  or 
dilapidated  wrapper,  with  an  intimation  that  if 
the  recipient  could  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
original  contents  of  the  wrapper,  they  should 
be  sent  to  him.  Generally  one  is  quite  unable 
to  furnish  such  information,  but  if  one  can  give 
any  intelligible  clue,  it  may  be  considered 
tolerably  certain  that  the  Post  Office  folks  will 
find  the  missing  newspaper  and  send  it. 


THE  YOKOHAMA  SPINNING  COMPANY  IN 
TROUBLED  WATERS. 

From  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  we  learn  that 
the  Yokohama  Spinning  Company  was  recently 
much  perturbed  on  account  of  a  loss  of  over 
30,000  yen  incurred  during  the  second  half  of 
last  year.  The  loss  appears  to  have  been  kept 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  shareholders  for  a 
long  time,  but  it  was  finally  discovered,  and  the 
regular  general  meeting  which  ought  to  have 
been  held  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  deferred 
inconsequence.  Explanations  demanded  from 
the  managers  elicited  the  fact  that  a  loss  of  1 5,000 
yen  had  been  made  in  the  period  from  July  to 
October,  and  that  attempts  to  recoup  it  had 
merely  aggravated  the  disaster.  Satisfactory 
proofs  of  this  explanation  were  not  forthcoming, 
and  the  books  of  the  company  did  not  corroborate 
it.  Hence  suspicious  arose  that  the  loss  had  not 
been  incurred  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busi- 
ness, but  had  resulted  from  arbitrary  and  un- 
warranted acts  on  the  part  of  the  Managers. 
There  was  talk  for  a  time  of  holding  the 
Managers  responsible,  but  through  the  interces- 
sion of  outsiders,  an  arrangement  was  finally 
effected  on  the  somewhat  curious  basis  that  the 
money  lost  should  be  entered  as  a  loan  to  the 
Managers  for  a  period  of  three  years  without 
interest ;  that  the  services  of  an  expert  should  be 
procured  from  England,  as  had  been  repeatedly 
proposed  by  shareholders,  and  that  no  dividends 
should  be  paid  until  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
Company  had  been  brought  into  a  thoroughly 
satisfactory  condition.  The  difficulty  having 
been  thus  arranged,  the  regular  general  meeting 
was  held  on  the  27th  ultimo. 


AMERICAN  FINANCIAL  DISORDERS. 

The  hardships  suffered  by  investors  in  Ameri- 
can railway  securities,  to  which  references  have 
appeared  in  these  columns,  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  an  elaborate  investigation  by  the 
finance  editor  of  the  New  York  Sun.  This 
writer  asserts,  after  what  is  claimed  to  be  a 
careful  computation,  that  the  amount  in  default 
on  bonds  alone  is  not  less  than  $1,300,000,000; 
and  that  the  interest  stopped  or  suspended  on 
stocks  is  correspondingly  large.  Not  only  is 
the  present  situation  depicted  as  painful  and 
harassing  beyond  precedent,  but  emphatic  warn- 
ing  is  given  of  the  hopelessness  of  immediate 
improvement.  The  signs  of  recovery  are  said 
to  be  "few  and  doubtful."  "Much  time  must 
elapse  before  the  activity  which  prevailed  a  year 
ago  will  return,  and  until  its  return,  the  suffering 
will  have  to  be  endured."    The  evil  plight  of  the 


railways  is  especially  dwelt  upon,  for  the  reason 
that  the  mutations  of  this  description  of  property 
are  the  most  easily  followed  and  ascertained. 
They  stand  as  a  fair  illustration  of  the  general 
flood  of  disaster  that  has  befallen  the  community. 
The  decline  in  real  estate  cannot  be  so  readily 
traced,  but  it  is  stated  that  wholesale  readjust- 
ments of  rents  have  been  found  necessary 
everywhere,  tenants  being  obviously  incapable  of 
meeting  the  obligations  they  entered  into  a  year 
ago.  The  condition  of  affairs  is  exceptional 
in  the  circumstance  that  in  this  crisis  the 
heaviest  aggregate  losses  have  not  fallen  upon 
speculators,  or  even  legitimate  traders.  "  Re- 
tired capitalists  and  the  numerous  small  in- 
vertors  have  lost  more  than  persons  actively 
engaged  in  business,"  and  their  reduced  income 
will,  "  by  itself  alone,  be  a  potent  cause  of 
restricted  expenditure  and  consequently  of  a 
restricted  demand  for  theproducts  of  industry." 
"  It  is  idle  to  expect  anything  but  a  diminished 
value  of  the  interchange  of  commodities  and 
services  by  which  wealth  is  created  and  dis- 
tributed." Money  is  of  little  avail.  "  There  is 
plenty  of  gold  and  silver  coin  awaiting  employ- 
ment, but  it  is  as  useless  as  so  many  paving 
stones."  These  are  not  the  inconsiderate  ut- 
terances of  a  sensation-monger.  They  are  the 
deliberate  conclusions  of  a  writer  who  holds  a 
high  reputation  as  a  cautous  and  judicious  ob- 
server of  events.  His  views  are,  on  the  whole, 
far  less  discouraging  than  those  of  the  average 
American  journalist.  If  the  forecasts  of  the 
extreme  prophets  of  calamity  were  liable  even 
to  partial  realization — of  which,  we  trust,  there  is 
little  likelihood — we  should  have  to  look  for  a 
social  revolution  such  as  the  American  republic 
has  never  yet  witnessed.  But  the  conservative 
and  law-abiding  middle-class  of  the  United 
States  has  shown  itself  capable  of  meeting  more 
serious  emergencies  than  those  which  now  con- 
front it.  The  hardships  complained  of  do  not 
fall  upon  the  excitable  and  irresponsible  labour- 
ing masses,  but  upon  a  body  capable  of  patient 
endurance,  and  educated  to  the  understanding 
that  redress  for  great  grievances  cannot  be  se- 
cured by  violent  means.  The  pessimists  who 
point  to  general  and  wide-spread  disorder,  as 
the  inevitable  culmination  of  the  business 
troubles  in  the  United  States,  have  reckoned 
without  due  consideration  of  the  best  qualities 
of  American  citizenship. 


THE  NEW  ELECTIONS  AND  THE  KAISHIN  TO. 

The  prospects  of  the  Kaishin-to,  to  judge  by 
what  its  partisans  say,  are  growing  steadily 
brighter.  Mr.  Koizuka  Ryu,  of  the  Mainichi 
Shimbun  s  editorial  staff,  is  to  carry  Hyogo 
Prefecture  beyond  the  least  doubt;  Mr.  Hadano 
Denzaburo,  of  the  same  staff,  is  certain  of  the 
moiety  of  votes  in  Niigata  Prefecture;  while,  of 
course,  Mr.  Shimada  Saburo,  the  "dark  horse" 
of  the  party,  is  amoral  for  the  representation  of 
Yokohama  and  its  woes.  In  Tokyo,  the  Kaishin- 
to  people  seem  to  be  having  things  pretty 
much  their  own  way.  Mr.  Aoki  Tadasu  is  the 
favourite  for  the  Hongo  and  Shitaya  Districts, 
although  a  much-monied  competitor  has  this 
month  made  his  appearance  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Abe  Kosuke,  the  proprietor  of  the  well- 
known  Kawagoeya,  one  of  the  largest  gofukuya 
in  the  metropolis.  He  is  said  to  be  spending 
his  money  right  and  left,  in  lieu  of  using  other 
convincing  eloquence.  Takagi  Seinen,  another 
Progressionist,  has  a  fair  chance  of  being  elect- 
ed from  Shinagawa  (Ebara-gori),  though  op- 
posed by  so  formidable  a  man  as  Mr.  Hira- 
bayashi,  a  member  of  the  Kokumin  Kyokwai. 
Dr.  Hatoyama  Kazuo  has  no  opponent  for 
the  representation  of  the  Hongo,  Ushigome,  and 
Yotsuya  Districts,  while  Mr.  Tsunoda  Shimpei 
is  sure  to  be  chosen  as  the  member  for  Kanda. 
Out  of  800  votes,  Mr.  Hayashi  Waichi  (the 
father,  by-the-bye,  of  Mr.  Hayashi  Saiji,  the 
largest  dealer  in  American  flour  in  Tokyo)  has 
already  secured  over  550;  his  quondam  suc- 
cessful rival,  Mr.  Kitaoka  Bumpei,  having  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  retiring  from  public 
life.  In  Tokushima,  the  Progressionists  are 
sure  of  putting  Mr.  Abe  Okito  through,  while  a 
new  partisan,  Mr.  Kashima  Hidemaro,  stands 
every  chance  of  being  elected  from  one  of  the 
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kit  of  Hyogo  Prefecture.  The  impetuous  and 
fire  eating  Tanaka  SllOM  Will  find  it  an  easy 
matter  to  persuade  the  unsophisticated  inhabit- 
ants of  Tochigi  Prefecture  into  sharing  his  views 
and  Bending  him  once  more  into  his  parliament- 
ary Elysium.  If  the  increase  in  the  numerical 
power  of  the  Kaishinto  means  anything,  it  is 
that  the  Sage  of  Waseda  is  man  for  the  hour. 
Or— a  coalition  cabinet?  But  these  are  fore- 
casts inspired  by  lire  hope  of  their  veracity. 


CURRBNT  TOriCS. 

According  to  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  Count 
Okuma  is  said  to  have  recently  remarked  more 
than  once  that,  out  of  the  800,000  yen  popularly 
believed  to  be  the  amount  appropriated  on  ac- 
count of  expenses  connected  with  Their  Ma- 
jesties Silver  Wedding,  about  one  half  will  in 
all  probability  be  spent  on  purposes  connected 
with  the  elections.  For  our  own  part  we  are 
not  ready  to  believe  that  so  rash  an  assertion 
could  have  been  made  by  Count  Okuma.  But 
at  the  same  time  the  Nichi  Nichi  is  too 
respectable  a  journal  to  advance  an  al 
legation  of  the  kind  without  having  taken 
some  steps  to  ascertain  its  truth.  The  as 
sertion,  if  it  really  emanated  from  the  Pro 
gressionist  leader,  is  disrespectful  to  the 
Imperial  Court,  for  its  implies  an  extremely 
disordered  state  of  financial  management  in 
the  Household  Department.  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  management  of  finance  in  the 
Household  is  under  the  supervision  and  control 
of  a  Board  of  Inspectors,  and  no  room  exists 
for  any  irregularity,  much  less  for  such  a  grave 
diversion  of  funds  as  is  said  to  have  been  sug- 
gested by  Count  Okuma. 


late  House  of  Representatives.    This  is  probably 
another  of  the  rumours  fabricated  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  strict  Treaty  Enforcement, 
* 

*  * 

The  Kokumin  Shimbun  stales  that  a  secret 

understanding  exists  between  Count  I  to  and 

Count  Inouye  as  to  the  appointment  of  the 

latter  to  the  post  of  Minister  President  of  State 

after  the  coming  general  elections.    With  regard 

to  Count  Ito  himself,  it  is  not  yet  decided,  says 

our  contemporary,  whether  he  will  retire  into 

private  life  or  occupy  a  Ministerial  post.  We 

{Japan  Mail)  venture  to  assert  with  confidence 

that  there  is  no  foundation  tor  this  story. 
» 

*  * 

It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Kiyoura,  Vice-Minister 
of  State  for  Justice,  is  disposed  to  resign,  if, 
indeed,  he  has  not  already  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion. According  to  some  persons,  he  will  be  ap- 
pointed a  Minister  abroad,  while  others  state 
that  he  will  join  the  National  Unionists.  In 
case  of  his  resignation,  bis  successor  is  sup- 
posed to  be  Mr.  Komatsubara,  Governor  of 
Shizuoka,  who  was  summoned  to  Tokyo  on  the 
9th  instant. 


All  sorts  of  rumours  are  circulated  as  to  the 
pecuniary  assistance  which  the  Radical  Party  is 
said  to  have  received  from  the  Cabinet.  One 
of  these  is  that  extensive  forest  lands  in  the 
province  of  Yamato,  belonging  to  the  House- 
hold Department,  have  been  sold  at  a  nominal 
price  to  Mr.  Tsuchikura  Shozaburo,  a  rich 
and   well-known   land   owner  in  that  locality. 
Mr.  Tsuchikura  is  a  great  friend  and  admirer 
of  Count  Ilagaki,  and  since  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter  to  Mr.  Hara  Rokuro,  the  former  Pre- 
sident of  the  Specie  Bank,  he  is  believed  to  have 
won  the  friendship  of  Count  Inouye.    Mr.  Tsu- 
chikura had  once  previously  applied  for  the  sale 
of  the  forest  in  question,  but  on  that  occasion 
his  request  was  not  granted.   Recently,  however, 
so  runs  the  rumour,  he  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing his  long  coveted  forest,  on  the  secret  con- 
dition that  he  should  contribute  one  half  of  the 
profits  to  the  Radical  Party.    In  consequence 
of  this  prospect,  the  Radical   Party,  is  said 
to  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  loan  of  100,000 
yen  each  from  the  Mitsui  Bank  and  the  Specie 
Bank.    Mr.  Furusawa's  appointment   to  the 
Governorship  of  Nara  is  also  said  to  have  been 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  sale   of  the 
forest  lands  in  question.    The  forest  lies  at  the 
boundary  between   the  Provinces  of  Yamato 
and  Kii,  and  the  programme  attributed  to  Mr. 
Tsuchikura  is  to  cut  a  road  through  the  district 
for  the   convenience    of  the  pilgrims   to  the 
formous  Shrine  of  Kumano.    But  the  fact  is 
that  the  lands  having  been  in  the  actual  pos- 
session of  the  Household  Department,  no  Mini- 
ster of  State  could  have  done  anything  to  control 
their  sale.    These    rumours    are  assiduously 
circulated  by  the  Progressionist  organs,  but  we 
do  not  imagine  that  they  receive  any  credence. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  unfortunate  for  the  Progres- 
sionists that  the  Imperial  Household  should  be 
implicated  in  all  their  attempts  to  discredit  the 
Ministry. 


There  is  a  rumour  that  Count  Ito  is  endea- 
vouring to  pursuade  Prince  Konoye  to  accept 
the  post  of  Minister  to  some  foreign  country, 
— some  say  Italy,  while  others  believe  it  to  be 
China.  We  are  not  certain  as  to  the  truth  of 
this  rumour.  Certain  papers  allege  that  the 
Minister  President  and  the  Prince  recently  had 
a  conference.  But  according  to  the  Nichi  Nichi 
although  a  meeting  had  been  arranged  between 
them  at  3  p.m.  on  the  7th  instant,  it  did  not 
take  place,  because,  when  Prince  Konoye  call- 
ed at  the  Premier's  residence,  the  latter  was 
away  at  the  Palace,  and  was  unable  to  get 
home  by  the  appointed  hour.  Count  Ito  im- 
mediately wrote  Prince  Konoye  asking  him  to 
renew  his  visit  the  following  morning,  but  the 
Prince  replied  that  he  had  an  engagement  on 
that  day.  On  the  9th  instant,  Count  Ito  called 
at  the  Prince's  on  his  way  to  the  French  Lega- 
tion, but  the  latter  was  not  at  home.  Thus 
the  expected  meeting  has  not  yet  taken  place. 


COCKSUREDNESS. 

There  is  nothing  like  being  cocksure.    It  is  a 
state  of  mind  that  enormously  enhances  the 
effective  value  of  one's  capacities,  perennially 
tinges  the  future  with  a  rosy  hue,  and  greatly 
tempers  the  mortification  o-f  failure.  Americans 
are  always  cocksure.  It  is  one  of  their  elements 
of  greatness.    Somebody  has  said  that  the  size 
of  a  man's  gullet  depends  much  on  his  belief 
as  to  what  lie  can  swallow.    Our  American 
friends  could  swallow  the  Pyramids,  were  faith 
alone  in  question.    They  are  our  unmistakable 
blood  relatives  in  that  respect.    The  Britisher 
doesn't  know  when  he  is  beaten  simply  because 
to  be  beaten  at  all  is  a  totally  unfamiliar  con- 
tingency to  him.  He  is  blessed  with  incapacity 
to  calculate  adverse  odds.    Yet,  we  think,  the 
American  beats  him.  Pahnam  qui  meruit ferat. 
Major  Gilray,  Mayor  of  New  York,  says  that  itis 
the  manifest  destiny  of  the  vast  population  and 
immense  business  interests  of  which  the  port  is 
the  centre  that  they  shall  be  consolidated  under 
one  municipal  government  and  form  the  metro- 
polis of  the  world."     London,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, occupies  no  space  in  the  vista  of  the 
Major's  municipal  vision.  London's  day  is  past. 
The  Lion  is  moribund,  and  the  great  Eagle  is 
soaring  with  vast  spaces  of  blue  empyrean  still 
separating  him  from  the  point  where  he  is  des- 
tined to  soar  his  tail  off. 


The  Niroku  Shimpo  is  responsible  for  a 
rumour  that  there  exists  a  secret  understanding 
between  the  Cabinet  and  Mr.Fukuzawa  Yukichi. 
That  he  is  a  friend  of  Count  Goto  is  a  fact. 
Our  contemporary  now  states  that  he  is  on 
equally  intimate  terms  with  Count  Inouye.  There 
is  nothing,  however,  to  support  this  rumour, 
except  that  Mr.  Fukuzawa's  paper  is  bitterly 
opposed  to  the  agitation  for  Treaty  Enforcement, 
and  that  it  has  not  hesitated  to  express  veiy 
unfavourable  opinions  about  the  conduct  of  the 


TEARING  A  WARRANT. 

On  Tuesday  morning  in  the  United  States 
Consulate-General,  Thomas  Jamieson  (alias 
H.  Howard)  a  seamen  on  board  the  U.S.S. 
Marion,  was  brought  before  N.  M.  Mclvor, 
Esq.,  Consul-General,  charged  with  obstructing 
the  police  while  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
on  Monday  last.  A  warrant  had  been  issued 
for  the  man's  arrest  as  a  deserter,  and  upon 
Inspector  Kavvada  Tetsuyo,  of  the  Settlement 
Police,  proceeding  to  arrest  the  main,  prisoner 
snatched  the  document  from  the  Inspector's 
hands  and  tore  it  in  half.    Prisoner  pleaded 


guilty  to  the  charge.  Inspector  Kawada  having 
proved  the  case,  His  Honour  fined  the  prisoner 
gi  10  and  costs,  and  sentenced  him  to  twenty 
day's  imprisonment,  the  man  to  be  put  aboard 
his  ship  if  the  Marion  leaves  port  before  the 
expiry  of  the  term  of  imprisonment. 

THE  COMMUNICATION  APDRMUD  TO  THE 
CABINET  BY  TH  I  KTY-  BIG  HT   MI'.MBKRS  Of 
THE   UPPER  HOUSE. 

Thk.  original  communication  addressed  to  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  by  Prince  Nijo  and 
thirty-Seven  oilier  members  of  the  Upper  House 
runs  as  follows  :  — 

Their  Excellencies,  the  Members  op  the 
Cabinet. 

Sirs, — The  question  of  our  Foreign  Treaties  has 
important  bearings  upon  the  prospei  ity  or  decline 
of  the  country  and  the  interests  of  the  people. 
More  than  twenty  yeais  have  elapsed  since  the 
dale  originally  fixed  for  the  Revision  of  lliose 
Tieaties,  but  successive  efforts  for  the  attainment 
of  our  object,  including  tliose  of  Count  Inouye  and 
Count  Okuma,  have  all  ended  in  failure,  not 
because  the  worlc  of  Revision  was  difficult,  but 
because  the  rights  of  the  country  and  the  welfaie 
of  the  people  had  to  be  strictly  guaided  and 
secured  against  all  possible  molestation.  Our 
countrymen  are  no  longer  the  same  country- 
men of  former  days.  There  are  now  among 
ihem  plenty  of  men  well  educated  and  com- 
petent to  discuss  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try by  Ihe  light  of  the  history  of  olher  nations. 
That  these  people  should  be  prompted  by  anxiety 
for  Ihe  preservation  of  the  national  independence 
to  offer  criticisms  upon  foieign  policy,  is  quite 
rational  and  does  not  in  any  sense  constitute 
a  subject  of  surprise.  The  opinions  advanced 
by  them  may,  in  some  cases,  have  a  tendency 
not  to  further  ihe  smooth  conduct  of  ihe  country's 
foreign  affairs.  But  lhat  circumstance  should 
be  regarded  as  a  sign  of  the  progress  made  by  the 
nation  in  civilization,  and  precisely  therein  lies,  111 
our  opinion,  the  strength  of  the  country. 

Ever  since  the  opening  of  the  Diet,  the  tendency 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  has  always  been 
to  concentrate  its  attention  on  making  reductions 
in  ihe  Budget,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  olher 
affairs  of  State.  The  House  doubtless  thought  it 
necessary  first  of  all  to  effect  reforms  in  the  finance 
of  the  country,  but  we  sometimes  feaied  that  the 
tendency  of  its  policy  might  be  to  neglect  the 
discharge  of  its  proper  legislative  functions. 
The  lale  House  of  Representatives,  however, 
recently  changed  ils  policy,  and  directed  its 
attention  to  ihe  recovery  of  the  national  rights  and 
Ihe  maintenance  of  official  discipline,  voting,  or  at- 
tempting to  vote,  on  these  subjects  addresses  to  the 
Throne  and  Representations  to  the  Government. 
It  must  be  observed  that  the  House  has  thus  shown 
itself  ready  to  discharge  its  important  legislative 
functions  and  express  its  views  on  the  eradication 
of  national  evils.  It  must  consequently  be  ac- 
knowledged that  in  voting,  or  attempting  to  vote, 
upon  those  measures  the  House  has  kept  itself 
within  the  limits  of  its  legitimate  functions. 

We,  theiefore,  fail  to  recognize  the  propriety 
of    your    conduct,  when,  in  misinterpretation  of 
ils  motives,  you  hastily  concluded  that  the  House 
of    Representatives    was    bent    upon  impeding 
the    course    of    ihe    enlightened    and  progres- 
sive policy  of  opening  the  country.    Of  course 
among  our  counliymeu    there    may    be    a  few 
pei  sons  wedded  to  ultra-conservative  views.  Even 
among  European  and  American  nations  there  aie 
not  wanting  some  who  hate  and  persecute  alien 
races  and  nationalities.    Our  country  having  but 
recently  been  opened  for  foieign  intercourse,  it  is 
unavoidable  lhat  there  should  be  some  bigoted 
and  irrational  persons.    The  members  of  the  late 
Hotrse  of  Representatives,  being  mostly  men  of 
note   in    their    respective   localities,   can    not  be 
classified  in  ihe  same  categoi  y  with  conservatives 
of    the    above-mentioned    type.      But   you  have 
put    Ihem    in    the    same    category,   and   lhat  is 
ihe  reason  why  we  can    not  appiove  your  con- 
duct.   The  Representation  which  the  House  was 
about  to  vote  on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Enforce- 
ment, was  simply  an  expression  of  its  wish  lo  the 
Government  that  the  lalter  should  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  Treaties.     If  our  coun  try 
were  incapable  of  enforcing  its  p.  esent  I.eaties, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  maintain  her 
rights  in  practice,  even  if  those  Treaties  should 
.  6      •     1  t__.:  „r  -^..-jlii.i      If  ihe  I  reaties 


be  revised  on  a  footing  of  equably.  If  ihe  1  reaties 
are  not  enforced,  the  result  will  be  the  same  as 
though  Ihere  were  no  Treaty  al  all,  and  in  such 
a  case  il  may  even  become  impossible  lo  main- 
lain  order  and  tranquillity.  Such,  in  our  opi- 
nion must  have  been  ihe  ideas  of  the  members  of 
ihe  late  H<ni-.e  of  Rep.  esentali  ves.  It  theie  were 
anything  improper  or  wrong  in  such  views,  it  would. 
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have  been  your  duty  lo  point  out  t lie  fallacies  and 
favour  1 1 1  e  1 11  with  full  and  repealed  explanations, 
thereby  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  exhaust 
their  opinions  oil  the  subject.  Instead  of  taking 
such  a  couise,  you  rashly  concluded  that  the  House 
was  applying  itself  lo  impede  (lie  couise  of  the 
pi  ogressive  policy  of  opening  the  conn 1 1  y,  and  at 
once  advised  the  Emperor  to  order  its  prorogation. 
Weregiel  extremely  for  the  sake  of  yourselves 
that  you  thus  prevented  the  House  from  expressing 
its  opinion  on  the  matter. 

It  being  His  Majesty's  pleasure  lo  govern 
ihe  counti  y  in  a  constitutional  manner,  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  to  unite  joyfully 
in  the  promotion  of  the  Impeiial  wishes.  If  you 
really  consider  the  majority  of  ihe  members  of  the 
late  House  of  Representatives  in  the  light  of  the 
Jo-i  agitators  of  former  days,  you  would  not  only 
fail  lo  discharge  your  duties  as  adviseis  lo  the 
Sovereign,  but  would  even,  on  the  one  hand,  pro- 
voke the  opposition  of  the  nation  and,  on  the  other, 
excile  the  suspicion  and  doubt  of  foieigners, 
(hereby  possibly  bringing  giievous  misfortune 
upon  ihe  counti  y  This  is  consequently  a  mallei  of 
sincere  anxiety  for  the  sake  of  the  Empire.  More- 
over, the  prorogation  and  dissolution  of  the  Diet  be- 
longing to  Ihe  prerogative  of  the  Emperor,  you  are 
not  free  to  advise  such  measures  to  His  Majesly  on 
ihe  mere  spur  of  the  moment,  for  such  a  course  of 
action  would  have  the  effect  of  weakening  the  re- 
spect of  the  people  foi  the  Imperial  01  dersi  Yet,  afier 
advising  a  prorogation  for  two  weeks,  on  the  day 
following  the  issue  of  the  Impeiial  order  to  that 
effect  you  again  advised  His  Majesty  lo  dissolve 
the  House  of  Representatives,  thus  destroying  the 
efftcl  of  the  former  Older  of  prorogation.  That 
is  lo  us  another  mallei  of  profound  regret  foi  the 
sake  of  the  country.  What  has  been  done  cannot 
be  undone.  But  precautions  can  be  taken  for  the 
future.  It  is  our  sincere  wish  that  you  should  nol 
disregard  what  we  have  thus  far  ventured  to  offei 
for  your  acceptance,  and  that,  correcting  your  mis- 
takes, you  will  exert  yourselves  lo  discharge  the 
duty  you  owe  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor. 
We  remain  your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)       Prince  Nuo  Hiromoto, 
and  others. 

January  24th,  1894. 

COUNT   ITO'S  ANSWER  TO  THE  OPPOSITION  PEERS. 

Wk  publish  above  the  communication  ad- 
dressed to  the  Cabinet  by  38  Members  of 
the  Upper  House,  with  reference  to  the  Dis- 
solution of  the  Diet.  The  following  answer 
has  been  given  by  the  Minister  President  of 
State,  Count  Ito,  and  published  on  the  13th 
instant  by  the  vernacular  press  : — 
To  Prince  Nuo  Motohiro  and  Thirty-seven 

other  Members  oiy  thk  House  of  Peers. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, —  I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge ihe  receipt  of  the  communication  you  did 
me  and  my  colleagues  ihe  honour  of  address- 
ing to  us,  ill  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to 
favour  us  will)  your  opinions  concerning  the  late 
dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I 
desiielo  express  my  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for 
your  extreme  considei  atiou  in  the  mailer.  Un- 
woithy  as  I  am,  I  have  been  charged  with  the 
grave  1  esponsibil ily  of  exercising  general  control 
over  ihe  conduct  of  the  administrative  Affairs  of 
the  Slate,  and  upon  ine  devolves  the  duty  of 
tendering  advice  to  the  Sovereign.  But  I  have 
not  assumed  such  heavy  responsibility  without 
some  corresponding  sense  of  confidence  in  myself. 

The  general  purpoi  t  of  your  communication  to 
us  is  to  ciiticise  the  Government's  conduct  in 
advising  ihe  Empeior,  towards  the  end  of  last 
year,  to  dissolve  the  House  of  Repi  esentati  ves.  I 
must,  therefore,  explain  to  you  the  leasons  why  I 
advised  such  dissolution. 

The  proper  carrying  out  of  the  Constitution 
depends  upon  the  haimonious  working  of  the  dif- 
feient  pails  of  the  machinery  of  State.  That  is 
precisely  what  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  an- 
nounce at  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  it  has  been  repealed  in  the 
Impeiial  Speeches  at  ihe  openings  of  the  succes- 
sive sessions  of  the  Diet. 

That  was  made  especially  clear  and  definite  by 
the  Imperial  Resciipt  of  February  10th  of  last 
year. 

The  Houses  of  the  Diet  and  the  Ministers  of 
State  are  equally  under  obligation  to  duly  ob- 
serve the  above  precept.  In  obedience  thereto, 
the  Houses  of  the  Diet  and  ihe  Ministers  of 
Slate  are  bound  to  confine  themselves  within 
the  limits  of  their  iespective  functions  when  con- 
sidering matters  of  Slate.  By  doing  so,  notwith- 
standing occasional  diffeiences  of  opinion  between 
litem,  ihpy  ought  in  find  no  difficulty  is  promoting, 

in  COUCeil,   ill*-  piDgirss  of  Ihe  Coillltiy,  ill  so  fai 

as  lelales  to  the  mote  important  affair  s  of  Slate. 


Since  accepting  office,  I  have  diligently  applied 
myself  lo  the  discharge  of  the  giave  responsi- 
bilities connected  with  ihe  post  I  occupy,  and  I  have 
been  at  pai  licular  pains  never  lo  tnUe  any  preci- 
pitate course  of  action.  I  shall  always  be  glad  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Diet  oil 
any  subject,  and  hope  thereby  lo  acquire  the 
means  of  supplying  my  own  difficiencies.  There- 
in lies,  it  is  tny  conviction,  the  duly  which  the 
Constitution  lays  upon  me.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  other  hand,  has  been  making  it 
its  pi  incipal  business  to  oppose  the  impoitant 
measures  of  the  Government  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  consider  the  advantages  or  disadvant- 
ages of  such  measures.  For  instance,  the  House 
of  Representatives  endeavouied  to  effect  such 
reductions  in  ihe  Budget  as  would  have  been 
difficult  to  carry  out  in  piactice,  while  on  the  ques- 
tion of  national  defence,  attempts  weie  made  to 
suspend  measures  of  the  most  uigenl  importance. 
Noise  and  tumult  characterized  the  proceedings 
in  ihe  House,  which  hardly  gave  ear  to  the  explan- 
ations offered  by  the  Ministers  of  Stale.  In  the 
fourth  session  of  the  Diet,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  fortunately  able  to  discharge  its 
constitutional  duties,  thanks  to  the  benevolent 
Resciipt  which  His  Enlightened  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  issue.  In  the  fifth  session  of  the  Diet, 
and  even  previous  lo  its  opening,  the  various 
political  parties  began  to  manifest  a  tendency  to 
revile  and  injure  each  other,  as  they  had  done  in 
the  eai  ly  part  of  the  preceding  session.  When  the 
late  session  had  been  duly  opened,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  regardless  of  the  law  of  the 
laud,  which  fixes  a  certain  definite  period  of 
time  for  the  examination  of  the  Budget  in 
Committee,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
Standing  Committees  must  be  elected  imme- 
diately after  the  opening  of  the  session,  at  once 
proceeded  to  discuss  a  question  regarding  the 
propriety  of  the  conduct  of  its  President.  The 
House,  in  connection  with  that  matter,  went  to  the 
length  of  abusing  the  power  vested  in  it  of  present- 
ing an  Address  to  the  Throne,  and  when  asked  by 
His  Majesty  for  an  explanation  of  its  meaning,  it 
had  to  apologize  for  the  igorance  it  had  displayed. 

Can  such  conduct  be  considered  appropriate  to 
men  qualified  to  take  part  in  the  management  of 
national  affairs  ? 

The  maintenance  of  official  discipline  is  of  coui  se 
a  duty  incumbent  upon  the  Government.  Had 
ihe  House  put  questions  or  offered  advice  to  the 
Government,  at  the  same  lime  plainly  pointing 
out  in  a  frank  and  disinter  ested  manner,  the  facts 
that  formed  the  subject  of  complaint,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  gladly  met  the  House  in  a  like 
spirit  of  frankness.  But  in,  point  of  fact,  the 
House  of  Representatives  very  suddenly  voted  an 
Address  to  the  Throne  on  the  subject,  without 
having  even  given  notice  of  the  motion  by  placing 
it  on  the  Order  of  ihe  Day.  The  House  appealed 
to  the  Imperial  judgment  in  this  manner,  perhaps 
because  it  had  thought  from  the  beginning  that 
the  Government  was  not  woithy  of  being  taken 
into  its  councils.  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  House, 
not  having  yet  received  any  intimation  of  the  Im- 
peiial pleasuie,  passed  a  resolution  which,  under 
the  pretence  of  expediting  the  Government's 
decision,  really  pressed  for  an  Imperial  reply  to 
the  House's  Address. 

How  was  it  possible  that  with  such  a  House 
harmonious  cooperation  could  be  maintained  ? 

In  obedience  to  the  Impei  ial  Rescript  of  Feb. 
10th  of  last  year,  my  colleagues  and  I  introduced 
1  efoi  ms  ill  the  various  branches  of  the  Administra- 
tion. With  due  regard  to  the  requirements  of  the 
machinery  of  State,  to  the  greater  development  of 
various  useful  under  takings,  to  the  convenience  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  economic  growth  of  the 
Country,  we  devised  a  plan  consistent  with  the 
actual  condition  of  the  country  and  the  people; 
and  on  the  basis  of  that  plan,  reductions  of  a  large 
amount  were  effected  in  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Administration,  over  aucKabove  the  decrease  in 
the  Budget  for  the  preceding  year.  The  amount 
thus  obtained  was  to  be  employed  for  meeting 
various  urgent  1  equiremeiits  of  the  State  and  of 
ihe  people. 

In  conformity  with  the  Official  Organization 
thusamended,  and  wilh  other  Imperial  Ordinances, 
the  Budget  for  the  27th  fiscal  year  was  compiled 
with  due  provision  for  all  the  vaiious  measures 
whose  impoi  tance  gave  lliem  a  tide  to  consideration. 

When  this  Budget  was  introduced  by  Impeiial 
permission,  the  Budget  Committee  in  the  House 
of  Repi  esentatives,  without  taking  the  trouble  to 
asceitain  the  general  purpose  of  the  Bill,  adopt- 
ed as  a  standard  for  the  amendment  of  the  Bud- 
get precisely  the  same  general  plan  of  reductions 
that  had  been  drawn  up  in  the  preceding  session 
in  connection  with  the  Budget  compiled  before  the 
above-men  1  ioned  administrative  reforms  had  been 
Car 'led  oui.  The  Ministers  of  Siale,  Oil  their 
pait,  gave  full  explanations  at  the  meetings  of  the 


Budget  Committee,  so  that  the  objects  and  mo- 
tives of  the  Government  might  be  duly  appreciat- 
ed by  the  members  of  the  Committee.  The  latter, 
though  they  at  first  demanded  explanations  from 
the  Ministers  of  State  in  person,  did  nol  exten- 
sively ciiticise  or  oppose  the  statements  made  by 
the  Ministers,  but  contented  themselves  with 
obstinately  adheiing  to  the  geneia!  scheme  of  le- 
duclions  above  alluded  to,  and  manifested  no 
inclination  to  tecede  from  their  01  iginal  attitude. 
As  a  result  of  their  investigations,  ihey  proposed 
the  abolition  of  the  contribution  of  one  tenth  of 
the  salaries  of  officials— a  proposition  conliary  to 
the  Impeiial  Resciipt  of  Febiuaiy  10,  1893 — and 
recommended  vaiious  unreasonable  reductions. 
They  even  went  so  far  as  lo  propose  cutting  down 
appropriations  for  the  construction  of  forts  on  the 
shores  of  vai  ious  straits.  Their  pretext  for  recom- 
mending such  reductions  was  that  the  reforms 
effected  by  the  Government  fell  short  of  what 
had  been  indicated  in  the  declarations  of  the 
Cabinet  in  the  preceding  session.  But  the 
declarations  I  made  to  the  Committee  which 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  elected  for 
the  purpose  of  ascei  tabling  the  Government's 
views,  were  confined  to  the  statement  lhat 
efforts  should  be  directed  not  to  reducing  official 
salaries,  but  to  simplifying  ihe  organization  of  the 
various  branches  of  the  Administration  and  to 
diminishing  the  number  of  officials.  The  deter- 
mination of  the  official  organization  in  accordance 
with  the  actual  needs  of  the  time,  is  a  matter  for 
which  the  Government  is  solely  responsible,  and  it 
isiherefoie  a  subject  beyond  the  interference  of 
any  others. 

Should  the  suggestions  of  the  Diet  be  of  a  nature 
to  supply  the  incompleteness  of  my  knowledge  and 
to  aid  my  judgment,  I  shall  always  be  glad  to 
accept  them.  But  when  the  measures  proposed 
by  the  Government  are  indiscriminately  opposed 
on  the  vague  plea  that  they  are  endorsed  by 
public  opinion, — no  trouble  being  taken  either  to 
ascertain  actual  facts  or  lo  consider  the  reasons 
assigned  for  those  measures,  and  not  the  least 
attention  being  paid  to  the  requirements  of  the 
administrative  machinery  of  the  State, — I  have 
then  to  abandon  all  hope  of  harmonious  coope- 
ration wilh  the  Diet. 

It  may  be  contended  that,  however  true  thees 
observations  may  be  so  far  as  relates  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Budget  Committee,  the  House  of  Represent* 
oves  ilself  had  not  yet  pronounced  any  verdict  on 
ti  e  subject.  But  the  Budget  Committee's  opinions 
thay  practically  be  regarded  as  reflecting  the  views 
m  the  House  by  which  it  had  been  elecled.  More- 
over, as  you  will  no  doubt  remember,  the  opinions 
which  were  then  publicly  expressed  on  the  subject 
by  members  of  the  different  political  paities  were, 
if  anything,  more  unreasonable  than  those  ad- 
vanced by  the  Committee.  You  state  in  your 
communication  that  "  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  changed  its  accustomed  policy  with  re- 
gard to  the  reductions  in  the  Budget  and  mani- 
fested a  tendency  to  consider  the  affairs  of  State 
in  a  spirit  of  sincerity  and  disinterestedness." 
But  on  this  point  actual  facts  compel  me  to  enter- 
tain an  opinion  at  variance  with  your  own. 

The  progressive  policy  of  opening  the  countiy 
must  be  carried  out  by  the  Government  in  spite  of 
all  difficulties  and  dangers.  It  is  of  course  nece- 
sary  to  strictly  enforce  such  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting treaties  as  are  essential  to  the  assertion  of 
the  national  rights;  and  when  required,  efforts 
must  be  put  forth  for  the  abolition  and  amend- 
ment of  such  provisions  as  may  interfere  wilh  the 
exercise  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  country.  It 
must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  existing 
treaties  having  been  concluded  previous  to  the 
Restoration  or  immediately  afier  it,  their  provisions 
in  many  cases  are  not  responsive  to  the  actual 
stale  of  affairs  of  the  present  day.  It  is,  conse- 
quently, not  advantageous  for  the  countiy  to  ad- 
here too  rigidly  to  the  letter  of  those  provi- 
sions. It  would  be  the  height  of  folly  to  seek 
lo  enforce  them  indiscriminately,  without  con- 
sidering the  practical  consequences  of  such  a 
course.  In  the  conduct  of  its  foreign  policy,  the 
Government  is  obliged  lo  give  due  consideration 
to  all  the  different  aspects  of  contemplated  steps, 
so  that  propiiety  of  action  may  always  be  secured. 
Care  must  also  be  taken  nol  to  endanger  peace  by 
wantonly  originating  causes  of  complications  out 
of  pure  love  of  contention.  Yel,  while  pursuing 
such  a  deliberate  course,  the  Government  has 
never  once  suffered  any  encroachment  upon  or 
derogation  from  the  t  ights  of  the  country  save  such 
as  have  been  consequences  of  the  treaties  now  in 
force.  But  several  pat  ties  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives combined  together  for  the  introduction  of 
a  Representation,  the  purpoi  t  of  which  was  to 
chai  ge  the  Government  with  having  suffered  the 
rights  of  the  country  lo  be  injured;  and  on  the 
pielt-xt  of  seeming  stiicl  enfiH  CtMlleiit  of  the  liea- 

ties,  they  concocted  various  ptojecls  foi  leattainiug 
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fesse.l  that  they  were  French  Marina  officer! 
and  had  heeu  travelling  andw  asumed  names. 

The  real  name  pi  the  older  of  the  two,  who  had 
called  himself  Dubois,  was  Degony,  41  years  of 
age,  lieutenant  ol  the  First  Class  and  member  of 
the  General  Staff  of  the  French  Navy.    He  also 
admitted  that  he  had  been  specially  assigned  to 
the  work  of  studying  the  German  coast  de- 
fence, which  in  recent  years  the  French  govern- 
ment had  regarded  as  a  subject  of  special  im- 
portance. His  younger  comrade  was  a  lieutenant 
of  the  Second  Class,  also  a  member  of  the 
General  Staff  and  had  been  passing  under  the 
name  of  Delguey,  while  his  true  name  is  Daguet. 
They  had   jointly  chartered  the  steam  yacht 
Insect  at  Cowes.     The  charge  against  them 
was  "  spionage,"  inasmuch  as  they  had  secretly 
inspected  the  German  fortifications  of  Heligo- 
land. Wilhelmshaven,  Bremerhaven,  &c,  as  also 
the  terminus  of  the  North  Sea  canal,  Bruns- 
buettel  and  Kiel,  and  had  by  so  doing  en- 
dangered the  interests  of  the  German  empire. 
At  first  both  denied  that  they  were  acting  under 
orders    from    the  French  government.  The 
reason  why  they  were  travelling  under  a  British 
flag,  they  said,  was  simply  because  they  did 
not  succeed  in  finding  a  French  ship,  but  they 
admitted,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  felt  all 
the  safer  on  board  of  a  British  ship  in  German 
waters.    In  the  course  of  the  trial,  the  fact  was 
established  that  a  year  ago  Degony  had  tried  to 
observe  the  manoeuvres  at  Dueppel.     He  was, 
however  debarred  by  the  officials,  although 
accompanied  by  his  wife  in  order  to  obviate 
suspicion.    Throughout  the  examination  of  the 
experts,   concerning   the    question    to  what 
extent  the  work  of  the  accused  may  be  called 
"  dangerous   spionage,"  the  court   was  held 
with  closed  doors.     During  the  further  ex- 
amination of  the  accused,  they  admitted  that 
they  had  come  to  an  agreement  with  an  Apothe- 
cary firm  in  Paris  to  travel  nominally  as  agents 
for  the  house,  under  the  pretence  of  wanting 
to  introduce  its  wares  into  Germany.  Finally, 
after  repeated  denials,  they  both  confessed  that 
they  had  come  to  Germany  under  instructions 
from  their  superior,  namely,  the  chief  of  the 
General  Staff  of  the  French  Navy.    They  had 
received  the  following  instructions  : — 1.  They 
should  not  bribe  German  subjects.    2.  They 
should  always  make  their  drawings  on  board 
of  their  ship,  and  never  at  the  place  where  they 
were  making    inspections.     3.  They  should 
proceed  very  careful  and  circumspectly.  As 
travelling  expenses  they  had  in  the  first  place 
received  4,000  francs,  the  most  of  which  was 
used  in   paying  for  the  Insect.    Their  draw- 
ings and  photographs  they  had  in  part  sent 
direct  to  Paris,  and  in  part  to  M.  Le  Clerque, 
the  French  Marine  Attache"  in  London.  After 
having,  finally,  confessed  this  much,  Degony 
endeavoured  to  convince  the  Court  that  they 
had  acted  with  becoming  "  honour  "  of  French 
officers  and,  while  admitting  that  they  could 
make  no  claim  for  consideration  before  a  Ger- 
man court,  yet  he  would  beg  to  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  in  a  fort,  and  thus  be  spared 
the  humiliation  of  being  confined  in  a  common 
prison.      After   brief    deliberation  the  High 
Court  said  it  would  not  impose  the  heaviest 
penalty,  and  thereupon  sentenced  Degony  to  6 
and  Daguet  to  4  years'  imprisonment,  and  that 
they  should  be  confined  within  the  fort  of 
Magdeburg. 


THE  NEXT  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

In  the  Shin-Choya  newspaper  there  appears 
an  estimate — said  to  have  been  made  by  a  per- 
son well  versed  in  politics — of  the  probable 
results  of  the  approaching  elections.  The  figures 
given  are: — Jiyu-to,  90;  Kokumin-to,  42; 
Kaishin-to,  40;  Domei-ha,  23;  Doshi-ha,  25; 
Seimu-ha,  10;  Kinkoritsu,  11;  Jitsugyo-ha, 
5  ;  Osaka-ha,  5  ;  Kishu-ha,  5  ;  Inokaku-gumi, 
4  ;  Hoshu-chusei,  2  ;  Uncertain,  37.  Of  the 
37  entered  as  "  uncertain,"  it  is  thought  that  the 
Kokumin  and  Kaishin  Parties  will  secure  10 
each,  the  Jiyu-to,  7,  and  the  Domei  and  Doshi 
Clubs,  5  each.  It  is  evident  that,  if  this  esti- 
mate be  correct,  the  balance  of  power  will  lie 
wiili  ihe  Kokumin  Party.  For  it  may  be  as- 
sumed confidently  that  the  Jiyu-to  and  the 


Kaishin-to  will  ba  Iri  opposite  camps,  the  former 
numbering  97  and  the  latter  50.  If  the  Koku 
win  adherents  (52)  go  with  the  former,  we 
should  have  a  phalanx  of  149  votes;  if  with  the 
latter,  the  Kaishin-to  would  aggregate  10a. 
The  Domei  and  Doshi  Clubs,  as  well  as  the 
Seimu-ha  will  certainly  be  found  with  the  Kai- 
shin-to,  and  as  the  above  estimate  gives  these 
two  coteries  a  total  of  58  votes,  they  constitute 
a  very  important  factor  in  the  situation.  The 
Kaishin-to,  Doshi-ha,  and  Domei-ha  aggregate 
108  votes,  and  the  Jiyuto  numbers  97.  The 
scale  will  turn,  therefore,  to  the  side  into  which 
the  weight  of  the  Kokumin-to  is  thrown;  it  will 
be  Jiyu-to  149  and  Kaishin-to  108  ;  or  Jiyu  to 
97  and  Kaishin-to  164.  But  all  this  is  mere 
guess  work. 

INSANITY  OK  A  CAPTAIN. 

Captain  Kubo  Gosukk,  of  the  Japanese  In- 
fantry, has  been  for  some  time  under  surveil- 
lance on  account  of  symptoms  of  insanity.  On 
the  13th  instant,  his  guards — two  soldiers — 
failing  to  watch  him  sufficiently  narrowly,  he 
obtained  possession  of  a  sword  and  slashed  his 
sister — a  woman  of  43 — so  desperately  that  she 
expired atonce.  He  then  attacked amaid-servant 
— aged  23 — and  having  inflicted  on  her  head  a 
wound  from  which  she  is  not  expected  to  re- 
cover, he  fled  from  the  house,  which  is  in  Ko- 
gai-machi,  Azabu,  carrying  the  sword  with 
him.  Arrived  in  Minami-machi,  in  the  Ao- 
yama  district,  he  thrust  the  weapon  into  his 
own  throat,  but  failed  to  inflict  a  fatal  injury, 
and  before  he  could  repeat  the  act  the  police 
seized  him  and  carried  him  to  the  Red  Cross 
Hospital,  where  he  is  now  undergoing  treat- 
ment. His  recovery  is  considered  certain,  so 
far  as  the  wound  is  concerned.  Captain  Kubo 
is  a  native  of  Satsuma,  and  his  age  is  41. 


ELECTION  EXPENSES. 

It  is  notified  by  the  Finance  Department  that 
a  sum  of  26,245.55  y~en  1S  10  ue  1 0 ted  out  of 
the  reserves  in  accordance  with  a  requisition 
from  the  Minister  of  State  for  War  to  defray 
the  expense  of  despatching  gendarmes  to  the 
election  districts  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  order.  It  is  further  notified  that  a  sum  of 
45,000  yen  is  appropriated  from  the  same  source 
to  form  a  secret  service  fund  for  police  purposes 

also  in  connection  with  the  elections. 

* 

*  * 

We  need  scarcely  say  that  this  second  ap- 
propriation has  provoked  some  unfavourable 
comments  from  the  vernacular  press.  The 
Shin'Choya  newspaper  is  particularly  severe. 
It  seems  to  associate  secret  service  money  with 
all  sorts  of  dark  doings  and  nefarious  practices. 
But  nobody,  we  imagine,  atfaches  much  im- 
portance to  these  criticisms. 


THE  JAPAN  IRON  FOUNDRY  COMPANY. 

The  Tokyo  City  Council  being  now  engaged 
deliberating  whether  the  pipes  required  for  the 
Waterworks  shall  be  ordered  from  abroad,  or 
whether  the  Japan  Iron  Foundry  Company  shall 
be  granted  additional  time  to  carry  out  its  con- 
tract for  their  supply,  that  Company  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  various  reasons  in  support 
of  the  latter  alternative.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Company  undertook  to  supply  twenty 
thousand  tons  of  pipes  and  that,  without  con- 
siderable license  in  the  matter  of  time,  it  cannot 
hope  to  supply  more  than  half  of  that  quantity. 
There  is,  consequently,  immediate  question  of 
an  order  for  ten  thousand  tons.  The  Company's 
contract  price  for  pipes  manufactured  in  Japan 
is  45.857  yen  per  ton,  whereas  Osaka  has  had 
to  Pay  £6  Per  10,1  f°r  imported  pipes.  Six 
pounds  sterling  is  declared  by  the  Iron  Foundry 
Company  to  be  equivalent  to  64.7  yen,  but  that 
is  evidently  a  mistaken  calculation.  Probably 
the  Osaka  folks  had  to  pay  more  than  j[6. 
Assuming,  however,  that  64  yen  was  the  actual 
silver  cost  of  the  Osaka  pipes,  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  Tokyo  is  getting  its  pipes  for  fully 
1 8  y<r«  less — a  total  difference  of  180,000  yen 
on  the  ten  thousand  tons.  The  Company  further 
asserts  that  additional  outlay  would  have  to  be 
borne,  since  an  inspector  must  be  sent  to  Europe 
were  the  pipes  ordered  thence,  and  since  also 


the  carriage  from  Yokohama  to  Tokyo  would 
have  to  be  paid.  But  neither  of  these  pleas  has 
any  real  validity.  An  inspector  would  not  be 
necessary,  and  the  contract  could  be  for  pipes 
delivered  at  the  Works.  The  third  objection 
urged  is  that  the  pipes  usually  cast  in  England 
measure  12  feet  and  9  feet,  whereas  those  re- 
quired for  Tokyo  measure  4,  3 ^  and  3  metres. 
Special  moulds  would  therefore  have  to  be  made 
were  the  Tokyo  pipes  cast  in  England.  That 
contention,  also,  is  obviously  valueless.  Japan 
would  have  to  pay  a  fixed  price  for  pipes  of  fixed 
lengths,  and  would  not  have  to  give  herself  any 
concern  about  the  moulds  used  in  casting  them. 
When  all  is  said  and  done,  however,  there  is  no 
denying  that  the  appreciation  of  gold  greatly 
handicaps  British  competitors  in  such  a  matter. 
* 

The  Company  concludes  its  representation 
with  a  general  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
dustry that  it  is  endeavouring  to  inaugurate 
in  Japan.  It  frankly  accepts  the  blame  of 
having  made  a  partial  failure,  but  it  claims 
that,  since  it  is  now  capable  of  turning  out  40 
tons  of  pipes  daily,  success  may  be  said  to  be 
within  sight,  and  that  upon  the  decision  now 
taken  by  the  Council  depends,  in  all  probability, 
the  fate  of  the  iron-founding  industry  in  Japan, 
and  the  solution  of  the  question  whether 
Japan  is  to  become  self-supplying,  or  to  remain 
perpetually  dependent  in  this  respect  upon 
foreign  countries.  From  the  shadow  of  such 
arguments  we  may  expect  to  see  the  Soshi 
emerge  once  more. 


THE  KOBE  IMPORT  MERCHANTS. 

According  to  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun's  in- 
formation the  foreign  import  merchants  of 
Kobe  have  taken  a  step  which  has  often  been 
recommended,  as  well  in  these  columns  as 
elsewhere — they  have  combined  to  protect  them- 
selves against  the  irregularities  of  their  Japanese 
clients,  and  against  currency  difficulties.  On 
the  9th  instant,  says  our  contemporary,  they 
field  a  meeting  in  the  Club,  when  it  was  de- 
cided that,  in  view  of  the  great  fall  in  the  gold 
value  of  silver,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
prices  in  Japan  had  not  yet  adjusted  themselves 
to  the  state  of  exchange,  goods  now  in  stock 
should  not  be  disposed  of  until  the  market  im- 
proved. It  was  also  resolved  that  when  a 
Japanese  dealer,  on  whose  account  goods  had 
been  ordered,  failed  to  take  delivery  within  the 
fixed  period,  interestand  warehouse  rent  should 
be  charged  to  his  account,  and  failing  payment 
the  goods  should  not  be  delivered  to  him.  Joint 
action  of  this  kind  on  the  part  of  the  foreign 
merchants  might  greatly  contribute  to  the  smooth 
conduct  of  trade. 

THE  STEAMER  "  TAMBOFP." 

The  Russian  "Volunteer"  Steamer  Tambojf, 
says  the  Rising  Sun  of  the  7th  inst.,  not  being 
able  to  complete  her  journey  to  Wladivostock, 
owing  to  failure  of  the  ice-breaker  Silatch  to 
keep  that  port  open,  was  expected  to  remain 
here  until  the  Spring  ;  but  under  instructions 
from  the  head  office  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  discharge  her  cargo  into  the  steamers 
Baikal  and  Vladimir,  which  are  laid  up  for 
their  usual  winter  overhaul.  The  work  of  dis- 
charging was  commenced  on  Wednesday  last, 
and  is  expected  to  be  finished  about  Wednesday 
next,  after  which  the  lamboff  will  load  a  cargo 
of  coal  for  Singapore,  en  route  to  Odessa. 

EXTREMELY  MALAPROPOS. 

French  newspapers  announce  with  effusion 
that  the  Imperial  Theatre  of  St.  Petersburg  will 
gracefully  contribute  its  part  toward  cementing 
the  entente  cordiale  between  France  and  Russia 
by  a  special  production  of  one  of  Moliere'scome- 
dies  on  the  anniversary  of  the  great  dramatist's 
birth.  This  intention  was  communicated  by 
telegraph  a  few  weeks  ago  from  the  national 
play-house  on  the  bank  of  the  Neva  to  the  older 
institution  on  the  bank  of  the  Seine,  and  the 
despatch  was  read  at  the  footlights  to  an  exuber- 
antly delighted  audience.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  name  of  the  piece  selected  for  the  event 
attracted  much  attention  at  the  moment,  and  it 
may  perhaps  be  left  for  the  wits  of  Germany 
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the  movements  of  foreigners,  heedless  of  llie  (act 
that  swell  measuies  wet  e  in  conflict  with  llie  pro- 
visions of  the  present  treaties.  M01  eover,  taking 
advantage  of  llie  ignorance  under  which  some 
persons  labour  as  to  llie  important  bearings  which 
the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs  has  upon  national 
interests,  they  even  ti  ied  lo  promote  the  aggrandise- 
ment of  their  pai  ties  by  disseminating  exaggerated 
opinions  on  the  subject,  thereby  exciting  the  pas- 
sions of  llie  public. 

Such  pei  sons  must  be  considered  trifleis  with 
the  grave  and  impoi  taut  interests  of  the  Empire. 

The  Government  is  assiduously  engaged  in  the 
recovery  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  country  by 
the  route  of  tieaty  revision, — a  task  which  is  re- 
garded as  forming  pail  of  the  great  woikofthe 
Restoration.  Nothing  daunted  by  repealed  fail- 
ures in  llie  undei  talcing,  the  Government  is  deter- 
mined sooner  or  later  to  attain  the  gieat  aim  kepi 
in  view  by  the  country.  This  determination  on 
its  part  being  fixed  and  irrevocable,  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  find  it  necessary,  in  deference  to 
political  considerations,  to  use,  nor  has  it  ever 
used,  inconsistent  or  equivocal  language  on  this 
subject  either  to  the  Japanese  people  or  to  fo- 
reign nations.  The  Government  is  convinced 
that  Japan  is  not  called  upon  permanently  and 
indefinitely  to  sacrifice  her  rights  by  complying 
with  the  existing  treaties.  The  Government  is  at 
the  same  time  opposed  to  that  pettiness  which 
exults  in  the  subjection  of  people  from  distant 
realms  lo  vexatiously  conceived  inconveniences 
and  disadvantages.  The  object  of  the  allied 
patties  in  the  House  of  Representatives  was  to 
have  the  Government  pursue  the  latter,  rathei 
than  llie  former,  course.  That,  in  their  blind 
adheience  to  euoneous  ideas,  they  were  wanting 
in  the  sincerity  of  mind  essential  to  the  calm  and 
deliberate  discussion  of  the  country's  important 
foreign  affairs,  was  shown  by  their  manner  of 
listening  to  the  speech  which  the  Minister  of 
State  concerned  addressed  to  them  on  the  subject 
of  our  foreign  policy. 

Thus,  although  I  am  convinced  that  the  various 
measuies  brought  in  concerning  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  treaties  were  antagonistic  to  llie  true 
senlimeuts  of  the  nation,  it  was  nevertheless  not 
difficult  to  foisee,  fiom  the  attitude  of  the  House, 
the  veidict  which  a  majoiity  of  the  members  were 
resolved  to  pronounce  on  llie  subject. 

It  declared  in  the  Representation  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  permitted  encroachments  to  be 
made  upon  the  rights  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
Explanatory  Document  attached  there  were  ad- 
vanced various  unfounded  assertions  which  plain- 
ly indicated  that  the  object  of  the  introducers  of 
the  motion  was  to  keep  foreigners  alarm's  length. 

These  things  must  of  course  have  been  noticed 
by  you. 

I  am  pleased  to  believe  that  members  of  the  Diet 
have  the  rights  of  the  countiy  so  much  at  heart. 
But  I  cannot  approve  llie  conduct  of  those  who, 
instead  of  deliberately  and  calmly  striving  lo  pro- 
mote the  progressive  policy  of  opening  the  country, 
indulge  in  discussions  which  exclude  the  idea  of  a 
proper  sense  of  1  esponsibilily. 

The  facts  thus  far  dwelt  upon  induced  me  to 
conclude  that  there  was  no  hope  of  c6operating 
harmoniously  with  the  late  House  of  Representa- 
tives towards  the  furtherance  of  the  national  policy 
of  the  country. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  continuously  increasing 
in  the  violence  of  its  opposition  to  the  Government, 
that  House,  on  the  other,  had  nothing  to  show  for 
itself,  unless,  indeed,  that  it  neglected  its  legitimate 
duties  of  legislation  and  prevented  the  carrying 
out  of  measures  highly  beneficial  to  the  country 
and  10  the  people. 

The  House  even  tried  more  than  once  to  neglect 
iis  functions  by  proposing  adjournment. 

The  Government  consequently  decided  to  advise 
the  dissolution  of  the  House,  and  as  a  prepai  alory 
step  leading  up  to  that  measure  sought  His  Ma- 
jesty's consent  to  prorogation. 

The  peiiod  of  prorogation  had  lo  be  fixed,  for 
it  is  so  required  by  the  law  of  the  country.  The 
dissolution  was  lecommended  lo  the  Emperor  on 
the  following  day,  because  theie  was  no  necessity 
to  wait  for  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  proroga- 
tion, and  not  because  any  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  views  of  the  Government.  In  other  woids, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  Imperial  Orders  should 
be  issued  in  rapid  succession,  simply  because 
the  Constitution  requires  thai  the  piorogation  of 
the  Diet,  whether  as  a  step  preparatory  to  dis- 
solution or  otherwise,  is  to  be  announced  through 
the  exercise  of  the  Prerogative  of  the  Emperor. 
Dissolution  takes  place  by  the  exercise  of  the 
Imperial  Prerogative  upon  llie  1  esponsible  advice 
of  the  Ministers  of  Slate,  and  il  is  not  therefore 
necessary  that  the  measure  should  be  decided  upon 
in  diiect  consequence  of  any  particular  questions. 

Bui  if  it  tit?  1  (-quired  lo  point  out  the  reason  why 
the    piestnt    dissolution  was  advised,    I  do  not 


hesitate  lo  declare  lhat  the  measure  was  re-com- 
mended to  the  Emperor  because  the  conviction  had 
been  forced  upon  me  lhat  there  was  no  hope  ot 
furthering  the  grand  policy  of  the  Empire  in  har- 
monious cooperation  with  the  late  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Haimonious  cooperation  does  not  mean  blind 
compliance  with  llie  wish  of  others,  and  I  do  not 
expect  the  House  of  Represeniati ves  to  extend 
indiscriminate  approval  to  measures  introduced 
by  the  Government.  If  both  the  Government  and 
the  House  consult  together  on  the  affairs  of  State 
gravely  and  soberly,  and  if  each  confines  itself 
within  the  limits  of  its  own  legitimate  functions,  it 
will  not  be  difficult  to  secure  the  proper  woi  king  of 
the  Constitution.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  injunction 
contained  in  the  Imperial  Rescript  of  February  10, 
1893, — an  injunction  which  it  is  the  constant  effort 
of  myself  and  of  my  colleagues  to  obey.  It  is  not 
my  desire  to  controvert  the  opinions  you  have  been 
so  good  as  lo  address  to  us.  But  I  have  here 
frankly  revealed  my  sincere  opinions  lo  you,  in 
deference  to  the  kind  consideration  you  have 
displayed  towards  myself  and  my  colleagues. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen,  youi  obedient  Servant, 

Ito  Hirobumi. 

February  10th,  1894. 


A  NEW  JOURNALISTIC  DEPARTURE. 

The  Japanese  press  has  made  another  step  of 
progress.  It  has  taken  a  new  leaf  out  of  the 
book  of  its  foreign  prototype.  It  now  devotes 
columns  to  abusing  its  country's  Representa- 
tives abroad.  These  gentlemen,  according  lo 
journalistic  showing,  are  everything  that  is  in- 
competent. They  calmly  neglect  the  interests 
of  their  nationals,  and  have  not  even  yet  de- 
veloped the  faculty  of  collecting  trustworthy 
information.  The  Minister  in  Paris  comes  in 
for  a  lion's  share  of  criticism.  The  Tokyo 
newspapers  appear  to  think  that  if  he  had 
exerted  himself  efficiently,  he  might  have  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  Japanese  silk  exempted  from 
the  import  duty  recently  imposed  by  France. 
At  all  events,  it  is  claimed  that  he  treated  with 
great  hauteur  and  coldness  a  deputation  of  his 
country's  merchants  who  waited  on  him  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  his  attention  to  the  subject. 
We  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  this  question, 
and  do  not  venture  to  express  any  opinion. 
But  we  do  know  how  precipitate  and  unjust  the 
verdicts  of  the  press  generally  are  about  its 
country's  Representatives  abroad,  and  we  pre- 
sume that  the  Japanese  press  copies  the  spirit 
as  well  as  the  fashion  of  this  kind  of  crusade  in 
its  new  departure. 


THE  UYEMURA  AFFAIR. 

A  story  of  inordinate  length  and  singular 
minuteness  was  recently  published  by  the  Fomi- 
uri  Shimbun  with  reference  to  the  affairs  of 
Viscount  Uyemura.  It  amounted  to  a  sweeping 
arraignment  of  the  Viscount's  factor,  Mr.  Komai, 
who  figured  in  the  sinister  light  of  a  most 
dishonest  steward,  a  peculator,  and  a  bully. 
But  now  the  same  journal  lays  before  its  readers 
a  diametrically  different  version,  in  which  the 
same  Mr.  Komai  is  depicted  as  a  loyal  and 
astute  servant,  who  has  registered  a  part  of  his 
master's  property  in  his  own  name  in  order  to 
save  the  Viscount's  possessions  from  the  clutch 
of  unpitying  creditors.  Which  of  the  tales  is 
to  be  believed,  the  Yomiurt  furnishes  not  the 
smallest  suggestion.  It  calmly  submits  each 
with  an  equally  confident  imprimatur.  The 
bewildered  public  can  only  concluded  that  the 
Yomiuri  Shimbun  belongs  to  the  race  of  hoard- 
ings: anything  may  be  pasted  by  anybody  into 
its  columns. 


JAPANESE   COMMERCIAL  NAVIGATION. 

Japanese  newspapers,  referring  to  the  com- 
petition between  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaishaand 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  on  the 
Bombay  line,  write  in  a  strain  which  shows 
that  any  unpopularity  hitherto  attaching  to  the 
former  Company  as  a  recipient  of  Govern- 
ment subsidy,  will  soon  be  dispelled  by  the 
international  feeling  which  the  contest  excites. 
In  the  project  for  ihe  extension  of  commercial 
navigation  submitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives last  session,  but  not  brought  up  for 
debate,  companies  already  in  receipt  of  official 
aid  were  purposely  excluded  from  the  list  of 
those  to  which  slate  encouragement  should  be 


given.  But  no  such  principle  of  selection  is  likely 
to  be  exercised  when  the  matter  again  comes 
upon  the  tapis.  Even  a  sober  journal  like  the 
Jiji  Shimpo  appears  to  have  caught  the  con- 
tagion of  enthusiasm.  It  writes  in  a  confident 
strain  about  the  adequacy  of  Japanese  resources 
to  endure  the  strain  of  such  a  competition  as  has 
now  been  commenced  ;  talks  of  the  gratuitous 
transport  of  passengers  and  merchandise  to  and 
from  Bombay  as  a  natural  incident  of  the  fight, 
and  attributes  to  patriotic  politicians  a  design 
of  greatly  extending  the  scope  of  the  Bill  for 
promoting  commercial  navigation. 

COLONEL  FUKUSHIMA'S  HORSES. 

Quite  a  pretty  little  story  is  told  in  the  verna- 
cular press  about  the  horses  that  carried  Colonel 
Fukushima  in  his  long  journey  across  Asia. 
One  of  these  horses  was  presented  to  the 
Emperor,  and  the  other  two  are  kept  in  the 
Zoological  Gardens  at  Uyeno.  The  animals, 
it  appears,  are  so  much  attached  to  the  Colonel 
that  when  he  comes  into  their  vicinity,  they 
recognize  him  immediately,  and  malce  violent 
efforts  to  break  loose  and  go  to  his  side.  The 
Colonel,  for  some  reason  not  stated,  did  not 
visit  the  horses  for  a  considerable  time,  but  his 
heart  too  is  with  the  faithful  animals,  and  he 
recently  went  to  their  stable  at  Uyeno,  con- 
cealing his  face,  however,  and  taking  pre- 
cautions which  he  thought  would  prevent  his 
recognition.  The  instinct  of  the  horses  was 
not  to  be  deceived  by  any  device  of  that  kind. 
They  neighed  loudly,  and  struggled  so  hard  to 
get  loose  that  the  Colonel  had  to  bring  his 
visit  to  an  abrupt  conclusion. 


THE  NISHIGORI  CASE. 

The  long  expected  public  trial  of  the  Nishigori 
Case  was  opened  in  the  Tokyo  Local  Court  on 
Monday  last.  Such  was  the  interest  excited  by 
this  case  that  the  gate  of  the  Court  began  to  be 
besieged  by  expectant  spectators  as  early  as  two 
in  the  morning.  By  half  past  seven,  when 
policemen  appeared  to  open  the  gate,  the  crowd 
had  swelled  to  over  five  hundred.  It  being 
thought  dangerous  to  throw  wide  the  gate,  a 
side  entrance  was  employed  and  the  assembled 
persons  were  admitted  one  by  one.  Those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  tickets  of  admis- 
sion did  not  number  more  than  about  130  in  all. 
The  Court  was  hardly  spacious  enough  to  ac- 
commodate even  such  a  small  number  of  spec- 
tators, and  several  had  tobecontented  with  stand- 
ing all  the  while  in  the  passage.  People  were  also 
looking  into  the  Court  through  the  windows  on 
all  sides.  At  a  quarter  past  10  a.m.,  the  ac- 
cused were  conducted  into  the  Court  each  under 
the  charge  of  a  jailer.  They  took  their  seats  on 
the  front  benches  in  the  following  order,  com- 
mencing from  the  left  side  as  they  faced  the 
Judges : — Nishigori  Takekiyo,  aged  39,  a  former 
retainer  of  the  Soma  Clan  and  an  artist  and  art 
connoisseur  ;  Yamaguchi  Jun,  aged  33,  a 
Judge  of  the  Tokyo  Local  Court;  Goto  Shim- 
pei,  aged  37,  Director  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau 
in  the  Home  Department  (retired)  ;  Okano 
Kan,  aged  49,  a  barrister,  Yamada  Jubei,  aged 
49,  a  tailor;  Koyama  Toki,  aged  25,  wife  of 
Nishigori;  Watanabe  Naokata,  aged  36,  an 
ex-jailer;  and  Hoashi  Seisui,  aged  52,  a 
Judge  of  the  Nemuro  Local  Court.  It  was 
noticed  that  all  the  prisoners,  except  Yama- 
guchi, carried  their  heads  erect  and  conducted 
themselves  throughout  the  proceedings  with 
remarkable  calmness.  As  to  Yamaguchi,  he 
was  in  a  miserable  condition,  with  his  head 
drooping  on  his  breast  and,  as  some  observed, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes.  Composure  of  demean- 
our was  especially  remarkable  in  the  case  of 
Nishigori  and  his  young  and  fond  wife.  A  few 
minutes  after  the  prisoners  had  taken  their  seats, 
there  appeared  in  their  respective  places  the 
Presiding  Judges,  Assistant  Judges,  Clerks, 
Public  Procurators,  and  the  Counsel  for  the 
accused.  The  Counsel  numbered  more  than 
twenty,  the  principal  among  them  being  Messrs. 
Kikuchi  Takeo,  Kishimoto  Tatsuo,  Takanashi 
Tetsushiro,  Kishi  Kosaburo,  and  so  forth. 
Before  the  proceedings  were  opened  the 
Counsel  for  Watanabe  and  Hoashi  prefer- 
red  a   request   that,    as   their   clients  were 
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not  concerned  with  tlie  calumny  charge,  their 
cases  should  be  tried  separately.  Public  Pro- 
curator Nagamori  partly  concurring  in  thai 
view,  it  was  announced  by  llie  Presiding  Judge 
tli at,  although  the  cases  would  be  simultaneously 
opened,  the  prisoners  in  question  and  their 
Counsel  should  not  be  called  into  Court  save 
when  matters  relating  to  them  happened  to  be 
under  examination.  Nishigori  then  stood  up 
and  began  to  address  the  Court,  but  the  Presiding 
Judge  stopped  him  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
question  the  prisoners,  one  by  one,  about  their 
names,  ages,  social  status,  professions,  and  so 
forth.  When  these  preliminaries  were  over, 
Nishigori  asked  the  Court  to  postpone  the  open- 
ing of  the  trial  for  four  weeks  on  the  ground  that 
the  leading  counsel  for  himself,  Mr.  Ooka  Ikuzo, 
being  away  in  the  country  in  connection  with  the 
election,  he  could  not  be  back  in  town  before 
the  10th  of  March.  Mr.  Ooka,  lie  stated,  had 
a  most  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  his  absence  was  a  serious  disad- 
vantage not  only  to  himself  but  to  all  of  his  fellow 
prisoners.  He  also  requested  that,  as  the  case 
under  trial  was  inseparably  connected  with  the 
Soma  Murder  affairs,  the  reports  of  the  Judges 
entrusted  with  the  preliminary  investigation  of 
the  latter  case  should  be  either  read  in  Court 
or  given  to  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoners  to  be 
copied  by  them.  After  listening  to  the  views 
of  the  Public  Procurator,  the  Presiding  Judge 
announced  that  Nishigori's  requests  should  be 
considered  in  consultation  with  his  colleagues. 
Meanwhile,  the  Public  Procurator  was  directed 
to  proceed  with  the  indictment.  The  facts 
stated  by  him  were  in  all  essential  respects  the 
same  as  those  published  in  the  Japan  Mail  in 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year.  When  he 
had  read  nearly  half  of  the  indictment,  the 
clock  struck  twelve  and  the  Court  took  a  short 
recess  for  tiffin*  The  proceedings  were  re- 
sumed at  half-past  one  in  the  afternoon.  When 
the  Public  Procurator  had  concluded  the  indict- 
ment, the  Presiding  Judge  declared  that  Nishi- 
gori's request  for  the  postponement  of  the 
trial  could  not  be  granted,  because  Mr.  Ooka's 
absence  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent case.  As  to  his  other  application  about  the 
copying  of  the  documents  connected  with  the 
preliminary  examination  in  the  Soma  case  the 
Presiding  Judge  gave  a  favourable  ruling.  The 
Court  adjourned  at  half-past  two.  The  date  for 
the  next  hearing  was  not  announced  ;  it  is  to  be 
fixed  after  the  above  mentioned  documents  shall 
have  been  copied  by  the  Counsel  for  the  prison- 
ers, which  will  require  several  days  at  least. 


CLEVERLY  SWINDLED. 

Nishigori,  now  awaiting  trial  for  perjury  and 
wholesale  swindling,  must  be  confessed  a  clever 
rascal.  The  Soma  story  as  related  by  him  was 
thoroughly  calculated  to  appeal  to  Japanese 
sensibilities,  ever  quicker  to  respond  to  tales  of 
loyalty  than  to  the  most  piteous  cases  of  want 
and  destitution.  Posing  as  the  unselfish  hero 
of  a  most  loyal  cause,  Nishigori  obtained  sums 
of  money  varying  from  100  to  upwards  of  1,000 
yen.  Some  few  of  those  thus  imposed  upon, 
who  parted  so  readily  with  their  pelf  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  struggles  of  an  apparently 
loyal  retainer  to  obtain  justice  for  the  manes 
and  descendant  of  his  supposititiously  murdered 
master,  have  had  recourse  to  law  ;  but  by  far 
the  larger  portion  of  the  victims  of  his  specious 
schemes,  have  concluded  to  suffer  in  silence  ; 
for  most  of  them  gave  generously  on  account  of 
what  they  supposed  was  the  furtherance  of  a 
most  righteous  cause  and  without  a  thought  of 
ever  getting  their  money  back  again,  much  less 
of  reaping  any  profit.  Still,  it  must  be  hard  to 
find  one's  self  swindled,  be  the  deception  never 
so  clever.  A.  Mr.  Ezawa,  of  the  Shitaya  District 
in  Tokyo,  an  elderly  gentleman  of  the  old 
regime  and  far  from  being  ready  to  part  with 
his  hard-earned  shekels,  invested  five  hundred 
yen  in  Nishigori's  unparalleled  fidelity  to  a  lost 
cause,  and  is  now  trying  to  invent  a  befitting 
epithet  to  express  his  opinion  of  the  "  faithful 
kerai."  Another  wealthy  merchant  in  Fukagavva 
contributed  a  like  sum.  Neither  of  these  cases 
has  hitherto  been  made  public.  In  one  instance 
the  wily  Nishigori  over-reached  himself.  He 


called  upon  a  well-known  lawyer,  whose  offices 
are  not  far  from  Kami-maki  cho,  in  Nihonbashi- 
ku,  and  endeavoured  to  enlist  his  sympathy  ; 
for  the  legal  gentleman  was,  and  is,  well  known 
for  his  generosity  and  unselfish  advocacy  of  the 
oppressed  and  unjustly  treated.  Hut  Nishigori's 
statements  sounding  a  little  improbable,  he  in- 
vited the  man  to  a  further  talk  at  his  private  resi- 
dence in  Kongo.  After  a  detailed  recital  of  all  the 
"  facts''  in  the  case,  he  candidly  told  Nishigori 
that  he  could  not  credit  his  assertions,  no  matter 
how  strong  the  first  aspect  of  his  (ilea.  Nishi- 
gori left  in  high  dudgeon,  as  he  had  been 
certain  of  finding  an  easy  prey  in  this  public- 
spirited  man.  But  this  is  a  solitary  instance. 
In  nearly  every  other  case,  Nishigori  was  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  substantial  sums  of  money. 


THE   RUSSIAN  ADMIRAL   AT  KAGOSHIMA. 

Admiral  Tyrtow  and  the  officers  of  his  flag- 
ship appear  to  have  been  very  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  the  people  of  Kagoshima  on  the  occa- 
sion (31st  January)  of  their  last  visit  to  that 
place.  The  vernacular  press  reports  that  the 
Governor  together  with  all  the  leading  men  of 
the  town,  to  the  number  of  about  a  hundred, 
invited  the  Admiral  and  eighteen  officers  of  his 
ship  to  the  Bansho-tei  restaurant,  and  gave  them 
an  entertainment  lasting  from  5  p.m.  till  nearly 
midnight.  Speeches  were  made,  but  for  the 
rest  everything  was  in  pure  Japanese  style, 
dancing,  of  course,  being  a  principal  feature  of 
the  affair.  The  Admiral,  it  is  added,  despatch- 
ed a  telegram  to  the  Czarewitch,  informing  His 
Imperial  High  ness  of  the  friendly  reception 
given  to  the  Russian  officers  at  Kagoshima,  and 
the  Czarewitch  sent  a  gracious  reply,  thanking 
the  Admiral's  hosts  for  their  hospitality,  and 
especially  for  the  references  made  to  himself 
on  the  occasion. 


RUSSIA   AND  CHINA. 

The  discovery  of  mare's  nests  is  such  a  favourite 
pastime  with  some  journals  in  the  East  that 
every  story  published  by  them  must  be  received 
with  the  utmost  diffidence.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  that  conviction  we  read  some  dis- 
closures made  by  the  Shanghai  Mercnry  with 
reference  to  Russia  and  China.  It  appears 
that  Count  Cassini,  Representative  of  the  for- 
mer Power  in  Peking,  has  just  been  decorated 
with  the  Shuang  Lung,  or  Double  Dragon, 
First  Division,  First  Class.  Our  contemporary 
claims  that  no  other  foreigner  in  China  ever  re- 
ceived such  a  mark  of  honour,  even  Sir  Robert 
Hart  only  holding  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Order.  Evidently  such  a  piece  of  intelligence 
would  be  incomplete  without  some  explanation 
of  the  distinction  conferred  on  the  Russian 
Minister,  and  the  explanation  is  that,  in  the 
first  place,  he  has  never  given  any  trouble  on 
the  Audience  Question;  in  the  second,  he  has 
rendered  some  solid  services  to  China  in  the 
matter  of  telegraphs,  and  in  the  third,  he  has 
conveyed  to  the  Government  in  Peking  a 
solemn  assurance  from  the  Czar  that  Korea 
shall  be  henceforth  secure  against  Russian 
designs.  We  need  scarcely  say  that  Russia 
and  her  Representative  are  not  accused  of  the 
weakness  of  doing  all  this  for  nothing.  The 
quid  pro  quo  is  that  China  has  promised  to 
abandon  all  her  claims  in  the  Pamirs,  leaving 
Russia  free  to  settle  the  dispute  with  England, 
single-handed.  Our  readers  can  imagine  what 
a  stirring  homily  is  inspired  by  these  texts — 
Russian  astuteness,  Chinese  perfidy,  and  British 
naiveie\  For  our  own  part,  since  we  place  no 
faith  whatever  in  the  tale,  its  significance  does 
not  greatly  stir  us. 


A  STRANGE  STORY. 

Instances  of  extreme  want  are  not  unfrequently 
narrated  in  the  columns  of  the  metropolitan 
dailies,  but  the  following  case  has  not  been 
given  the  attention  it  deserves.  Some  months 
ago,  a  certain  man  set  up  a  small  school  in  the 
outskirts  of  Negishi,  a  village  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Uyeno  Park.  He  professed  to  teach 
poetry  and  give  instruction  in  composing  hokku 
and  dodoitsu, — two  of  the  most  popular  poetical 
styles  of  the  day.  Very  few  students  came  to 
him  :  things  went  from  bad  to  worse,  and  shortly 


before  the  close  of  last  year  he  disappeared, 
some  claiming  that  he  was  arrested  by  the  police. 
At  all  events,  he  left  six  or  seven  deshi,  lads  of 
about  17  years  of  age,  on  an  average,  to  keep 
house  during  his  absence.  The  landloid  re- 
peatedly called  to  collect  his  rem,  but  was  al- 
ways put  off  on  one  plea  or  another,  and  the  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  soon  learned  that  the 
little  band  of  followers  was  in  the  utmost  dis- 
tress. As  the  lads  paid  no  heed  to  the  land- 
lord's command  to  quit  the  house,  he  went,  a 
few  days  ago,  with  a  policeman  in  order  to 
forcibly  eject  them,  Upon  entering  the  house, 
they  were  surprised  at  the  absolute  stillness  and 
the  feaifully  poverty-stricken  appearance  of  the 
whole  place.  A  prolonged  search  resulted  in 
the  discovery  of  the  six  lads,  concealed  in  one 
of  the  closets.  They  were  absolutely  naked,  hav- 
ing only  one  thin  garment  between  them,  which 
they  wore  in  turn.  The  wood-work  of  the  ahoji 
as  well  as  most  of  the  planks  of  the  ilanoma,  or 
flooring,  had  been  torn  up  and  used  as  fuel.  For 
more  than  three  weeks  they  had  subsisted  upon  a 
scanty  diet  of  sweet  potatoes,  and  the  whole 
furniture  of  the  house  consisted  of  one  portable 
earthen-ware  furnace,  one  broken  tea-pot  and  a 
cracked  cup  !  The  lads  were  haled  out  of  their 
retreat  and  bade  leave  the  house  at  once,  the 
landlord  yielding  so  far  as  to  supply  each 
one  with  a  piece  of  coarse  matting  so  that 
they  might  appear  in  public  in  something  more 
than  the  clothing  they  were  born  in.  The  last 
seen  of  the  forlorn  group,  they  were  gathered 
under  a  tree  back  of  Mishima-no-Yashiro,  con- 
sulting as  to  what  they  had  better  do.  Their 
plight  deserves,  says  the  Kaishin  Shimbun,  but 
very  scanty  pity.  Why  could  they  not  have 
gone  out  into  service  before  becoming  reduced 
to  such  a  state  ?  This  is  one  way  of  putting  an 
argument.  Surely  mere  idleness  or  the  dislike 
of  hard  work  could  not  have  kept  them  where 
they  were.  The  story  is  altogether  a  very  strange 
one  and  merits  stricter  investigation. 


FRENCH  SPIES  IN  GERMANY. 

At  the  end  of  August  last,  two  Frenchmen 
were  arrested  by  the  German  authorities,  on 
board  of  a  British  yacht  lying  in  the  harbour 
of  Kiel.  The  yacht  had  been  cruising  along 
the  North  German  coast  for  some  weeks 
prior  to  the  arrest.  Meanwhile,  the  movements 
of  the  two  "commercial  travellers"  aroused 
suspicion,  which  ultimately  culminated  in  con- 
viction on  the  part  of  the  German  officials  that 
these  two  "passengers'"  were  none  else  than 
French  officers  engaged  in  spying  the  fortifica- 
tions along  the  German  coast.  In  this  they 
were  not  mistaken,  as  the  recent  trial  in  the 
Imperial  Court  at  Leipzig  clearly  demonstrat- 
ed. This  trial  was  of  more  than  usual  interest, 
and  besides  the  presence  of  some  of  the  ablest 
legal  talent,  there  was  a  goodly  number  of  Go- 
vernment experts  constantly  in  attendance. 
The  first  to  be  called  for  examination  were  the 
captain  and  the  crew  of  the  British  yacht,  and 
fortunately  for  them,  they  were  able  to  convince 
the  court  that  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  real  object  or  business  of  the  two  French- 
men, who  had  chartered  the  yacht,  ostensibly, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  pleasure  trip  along 
the  German  coast.  The  first  suspicion,  on  the 
part  of  the  German  officials,  arose  while  the 
two  Frenchman  were  stopping  at  Heligoland, 
where  they  were  closely  surveying  the  fortifica- 
tions. At  Cuxhaven  a  German  officer  succeed- 
ed in  boarding  the  yacht,  during  the  absence 
of  the  Frenchmen,  where  he  observed  a  large 
number  of  suspicious  photographs  and  draw- 
ings. Finally,  at  Kiel,  while  the  Frenchmen 
were  again  absent,  a  more  thorough  inspection 
of  the  yacht  disclosed,  in  an  obscure  corner,  a 
carefully  hidden  package  of  important  sketches 
and  "instantaneous"  photographs  of  Ger- 
man forts,  &c.  At  first  the  accused  flatly  de- 
nied the  charge  of  spying,  alleging  that  they 
were  commercial  travellers,  but  and  made  the 
present  trip  merely  for  pleasure.  Later  on,  the 
elder  of  the  two  said  that  he  had  taken  the 
photographs  in  behalf  of  a  publishing  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  publishing  a  work  on  Ger- 
man coast  defence.  In  the  cross-examination, 
however,  they  finally  both  broke  down  and  con- 
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to  inquire  how  il  happened  that  "  Taituffe,"  the 
crowning  illustration  of  all  that  is  hypocritical, 
cunning,  and  self-seeking  in  human  nature, 
should  have  been  cliosen  to  celebrate  an  alliance 
obviously  based  upon  no  considerations  but 
those  of  candour  and  virtuous  simplicity.  A 
dramatization  of  "Paul  and  Virgina,"  or  a 
revival  of  "Orestes  and  Pylades"  would  be 
infinitely  more  to  the  purpose.  The  salient 
speeches  of  "  Tai  tuffe  "  are  the  last  tilings  that 
French  visitors  to  the  Russian  theatre  should 
care  to  hear,  under  existing  circumstances,  and 
except  by  cutting  out  the  principal  character  of 
the  play  altogether,  it  would  Seem  impossible 
to  avoid  giving  offence.  The  trustful  and  in- 
genuous relations  of  the  two  enamored  Powers 
ought  not  to  be  imperilled  by  awkward  applica- 
tions of  Moliere's  biting  gibes  to  the  charming 
international  drama  of  brotherly  love  which  now 
enlivens  the  European  stage. 

AN   EXPENSIVE  BITE. 

Matsumoto  and  Kikuchi  were  two  farmers  of 
the  Kano  Division  in  Toyama  Prefecture.  They 
fought  about  the  common  boundary  of  then 
farms,  and  Matsumoto  bit  the  fore-finger  of 
Kikuchis  left  hand.     It  was  a  virulent  bite. 
The  wound  declined  to  heal;  the  finger  began 
to  slough  away,  and  the  inflammation  finally 
extending  upwards,    Kikuchi's  life  could  be 
saved  only  by  amputating  his  arm  below  the 
elbow.     Permanently  crippled,  Kikuchi  sued 
Matsumoto,  claiming  damages  to  the  amount  of 
6,982.181  yen.    He  calculated  this  amount 
carrying  it  to  the  third  place  of  decimals,  thus 
—Being  56  years  of  age,  he  computed  his  re 
maining  years  of  active  labour  at  14,  and  esti 
mating  the  value  of  his  labour  as  an  agriculturist 
at  20  yen  per  month,  he  obtained  a  total  of 
3,360  yen  under  this  heading.    Thereto  headded 
doctor's  fees,  hospital  charges,  medicines,  and 
other  sundries,  so  that  finally  the  above  curi- 
ous total  was  reached.    The  Osaka  Appeal 
Court,  before  which  the  case  ultimately  came 
judged  Kikuchi's  calculations  to  be  accurate 
and  proper;  condemned  Matsumoto  to  pay  the 
whole,  and,  moreover,  sentenced  him  to  a  year's 
major'  confinement  for  having  crippled  a  man 
by  violence.    It  was  a  costly  bite. 

TORTURE. 

In  a  thoughtful  article  on  "  the  horror  of  torture, 
the  London  Spectator  adduces  as  an  example 
of  extant  forms  of  torture  that  "the  Chinese 
cut  up  serious  criminals  slowly  into  little  bits.' 
The  London  journal  has  a  great  many  more 
instances  to  give  of  tortures  still  practised,  but 
its  Chinese  illustration  leads  us  to  suspect  that 
the  whole  list  requires  to  be  largely  discounted. 
It  has  been  shown  on  unimpeachable  testimony 
that  the  slicing  process  in  China  is  not  applied 
to  living  persons  :  before  the  slicing  commences 
the  criminal  is  killed,  and  however  revolting  the 
mutilation  of  a  corpse  may  be,  it  can  scarcely 
be  classed  among  methods  of  torture. 


in  the  Southern  Stales  of  America.  Failing  the 
influence  of  religion  or  the  effect  of  racial  dif- 
ference, where  is  the  explanation  to  be  sought  ? 
Precisely  at  this  crucial  point  the  Spectator 
becomes  utterly  disappointing.  It  falls  back 
on  the  broad  assertion  that  "  man's  moral  nature 
in  Europe  has  made  a  distinct  stride  forward." 
But  why  it  has  made  such  a  stride,  no  sugges- 
tion is  offered.  The  problem  remains  exactly 
where  it  was.  Besides,  it  seems  a  pity  that  the 
Spectator  did  not  include  Japan  in  its  category  of 
cases.  Japan  during  the  past  twenty  years  has 
effectually  abolished  legal  torture.  It  exists  no 
more  in  this  country  to-day  than  it  exists  in 
Europe.  Has  Japan's  moral  nature  made  a  dis- 
tinct stride  forward  since  the  Restoration,  and 
f  so,  why  ?   


million  yen  in  shares  of  50  yen  each,  the  three 
promoters,  whose  names  we  have  already  given, 
tdke  a  hundred  shares,  and  a  period  of  three 
years  is  to  be  allowed  for  the  sale  of  the  rest. 
Two-fifths  of  the  capital  are  to  form  a  working 
fund,  and  the  remainder  will  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  plant  and  the  erection  of  buildings. 
There  are  to  be  10,638  spindles  and  an  engine 
of  300  horse-power,  and  the  first  yarns  spun  will 
be  No.  20,  finer  counts  being  subsequently  pro- 
duced. The  site  chosen  is  about  a  mile  from  the 
town  of  Shimonoseki,  and,  in  consideration  of  the 
facilities  above  enumerated,  it  is  expected  that 
the  factory  will  prove  a  serious  thorn  in  the  side 
of  its  rivals  in  Osaka  and  other  adjacent  places. 


*  * 

The  problem  that  the  Spectator  sets  itself 
to  solve  in  the  article  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
is  of  the  deepest  interest :  what  moral  influences 
have  effected  the  great  difference  that  now  exists 
between  the  Occident  and  the  Orient  with  re- 
gard to  the  use  of  legal  torture?    Why  do  the 
laws  of  various  Eastern  States  sanction  torture 
whereas  it  is  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  all  Western 
countries?    Many  persons  will  be  disposed  to 
attribute  the  difference  to  Christianity.  But 
that  contention  will  not  hold  for  a  moment. 
Some  of  the  most  awful  tortures  on  record  were 
perpetrated  in  the  name  of  Christianity,  and 
men's  minds  had  been  subject  to  the  influences 
of  the  Nazarene's  creed  during  some  sixteen 
centuries  before  any  moral  revolt  against  the 
brutality  of  torture  began  to  assert  itself.  Racial 
characteristics  cannot  be  credited  any  more 
than  Christianity,  for  racial  characteristics  had 
already  been  many  centuries  in  operation  during 
long  ages  when  autos  da  fe  were  practised  in 
Madrid  in  1750,  when  a  prisoner  was  sentenced 
to  be  boiled  alive  in  England  three  hundred  years 
ago,  when  men  were  broken  alive  on  the  wheel  in 
France  during  the  last  century,  and  when  negroes 
who  had  insulted  white  women  were  burned  alive 


THE  JAPAN  SOCIETY. 

At  the  twelfth  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Japan 
Society,  held  on  Friday,  December  22nd,  Dr. 
Enest  Hart,  D.C.L.,  read  a  paper  on  "Masters, 
Periods,  and  Styles  in  the  Lacquer  Work  of 
Japan."  A  report  of  the  contents  has  not  yet 
reached  us,  but  the  paper  must  have  been  of 
exceptional  interest  and  value,  judging  from  the 
Synopsis : — 

1  —The  early  beginnings  of  the  Art  of  Lac-Working 
in  japan  — The  sword  of  Shohu  and  of  Hirabumi 
The  Treasures  of  Todaiji  at  Nara.  Imperial  Re 
scripts  and  Orders.  The  Lacquer-work  of  Yoshimasa 
Kamakura  Lac.  The  Lac-works  of  the  Tokugawa 
Modern  Lac.  „  ,. 

II—  Methods  and  Varieties  in  Lacquer;— Maktye 
and  Takamakiye.  Nashiji,  Kinji,  Hirame,  Giobu  Togi- 
dashi  Lacquer.  Hiomon,  Nuritate  and  Nopro  Shunkei 
Lacquer-work  in  monochrome.  Polycromatic  Wakasa 
and  Tsugaru  Lacquer.  Aogainuri  (Mother-of-Pe.il 
Lacquer  Mokume  ( Wood-veined).  Tsuishu  (Carved) 
Lacquer-work.    Guri  (in  variously  coloured  layers). 

III —  Masters  and  Schools:— The  Early  Lacquer 
Ware  prior  to  17th  Century.  Names  Periods,  and 
Styles  of  celebrated  Art  Workers:  (1)  Work  and 
Mvle  of  Soyetsu,  Koyetsu,  Korin,  Kenzan,  Haiizan, 
Kenya,  Zeshin,  Minshu  :— (2)  Work  and  Style  of 
Kon.a  Kiuhaku,  Koma  Kwansai,  Koma  Koriuand  their 
it  School  •  Work  and  Style  of  Shunsho,  his  his  succes- 
sors and  followers  ;  Shiomi  the  Kajikawa  and  their 
School  •  Kanshosai ;  Nagata  Komai  and  Somoda  ;  the 
Shibayama,  Zokoku  and  Zonsei ;  the  Naslup  and 
Kinii  Lacs  (sometimes  called  "  Daimio  Lacs  );  Isut- 
stoand  Guri  Lacs;  Haneno-Bori  ;  Chink, n  and  his 
School:  "  Chinkin  Bori";  Modem  Lacquer-work  ot 
Harui  and  others. 

In  connection  with  this  paper,  the  Society  held 
its  second  exhibition,  the  objects  shown  being 
a  classified  loan  collection  of  specimens  of 
Japanese  lacquer,  illustrating  the  work  of  each 
master  and  school.  The  exhibition  remained 
open  for  four  days,  December  23rd,  27th,  28th 
and  29th,  admission  being  free  to  members  and 
their  friends. 


The  Society  is  fortunate  in  its  prospect  of 
paper  future  meetings.    The  following  are  al 
ready  announced  : — 

"  On  luro,"  by  Mr.  M.  Tomkinson,  M.J.S. 
"  The  Popular  School  of  lapanese  Pictorial  Art. 
by  Professor  Wm.  Anderson,  F.R.C.S.,  Chair- 
man of  Council. 
"  Japanese  Shioping,  Ancient  and  Modern,   by  Dr 
F.  Elgar,  L.L.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  (late  Director  of 
Dockyards  at  the  Admiralty,)  &c,  Member  of 

Council.  ...     .  •  .1 

"  Some  Difficulties  encountered  by  beg.nners  in  the 
Study  of  the  Japanese  Spoken  Language,  by 
Mr  A.  Diosy,  Hon.  Secretary. 
»  Fishing  and  kindred  Sports  in  Japan,  and  their 
Influence  on  the  National  Character  and  Art,' 
by  Mr.  F.  M.  ]onas,  M.J.S.  , 
"  The  Chrysanthemum  in  Japanese  Art,   by  Mr.  U. 

C  Haite"  R  B.A.,  Member  of  Council. 
»  On  the  Torii,"  by  Mr.  S  Tuke,  M  A. ,  M.J.S. 
"  The  Evolution  of  a  Netsuke?'  by  Mr.  M.  B.  Huish, 
LL.B.,  Member  of  Council. 


THE  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

Extension  of  her  mercantile  marine  is  one  of 
Japan's  most  earnest  aims  at  present.  It  figures 
in  the  programmes  of  all  political  parties  and 
formed   the  subject  of  a  Bill  drafted  by  the 
Government  last  session  for  presentation  to  the 
Diet.    Concerning  that  Bill,  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  is  stated  by  the  Asahi  newspaper  to 
have  addressed  a  representation  to  the  Au- 
thorities, urging  the  advisability  of  amending 
portions  of  the  project.    The  Company  points 
out,  in  the  first  place,  that  under  the  projected 
system  of  subsidies  there  will  be  nothing  to 
prevent  a  foreigner  from  obtaining  the  benefits 
of  the  Act  for  his  ship  by  transferring  her 
temporarily  to  Japanese  ownership.  To  obviate 
anything  of  that  kind,  it  is  suggested  that  the 
grant  of  a  subsidy  should  be  limited  to  ships 
which  have  been  during  three  years  in  the 
possession  of  Japanese  subjects.    In  the  second 
place,  it  is  recommended  that  subsidies  should 
be  granted  on  a  sliding  scale— the  smaller  the 
vessel  the  less  the  rate  of  subsidy— and  even 
that  they  should  not  be  given  at  all  to  ships 
under  500  tons  burden.    Finally,    the  repre- 
sentation urges  that  a  Company    already  in 
receipt  of  a  Government  subsidy  should  not  be 
excluded  from  the  privilege  of  receiving  further 
State  aid,  in  the  event  of  its  undertaking  any 
special  service  to  foreign  countries.    All  these 
recommendations  being  more  or  less  reasonable, 
are  said  to  be  receiving  favourable  considera- 
tion. 


WHICH  VERDICT. 

"  What  is  truth  ?  "  asked  the  Roman  Governor. 
The  question  might  appropriately  be  varied  for 
Eastern  uses  into  "  Where  is  truth  ?"    For  ex- 
ample :    In  Japan  the  foreign  critic  constantly 
asserts  that  the  Japanese  man  of  business  is 
almost  always  untrustworthy,  and  contrasts  him, 
very  greatly  to  his  disadvantage,  with  his  Chi- 
nese confrere  who  is  extolled  as  possessing 
precisely  the  quantities  of  integrity  and  honour 
denied  to  the  Japanese.  But  in  China  the  foreign 
critic  tells  a  different  tale,  as  witness  the  following 
extract  from  the  correspondence  columns  or  the 
North  China  Daily  News  :— Of  all  the  countries 
in  the  world  in  which  to  transact  business, 
China  will  take  the  lead  as  the  most  difficult 
place.    This  remark  does  not  apply  to  the  open 
ports  where  Chinese   come   in  contact  with 
foreigners,  but  to  the  interior  where  one  sees 
duplicity  in  all  its  quintessence,  and  where  the 
common  adage  among  buyers  and  sellers  is, 
"  if  you  do  not  cheat  you  cannot  make  a  living. 
The  settling  of  business  difficulties  is  so  hard  to 
perform  that  often  by  a  comparatively  small 
trouble  a  man's  whole  business  will  be  ruined. 


THE    SHIMONOSEKI    COTTON  SPINNING  FACTORY 

We  spoke  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  establishment 
of  a  new  spinning  factory  in  Shimonoseki.  It 
is  now  stated  that  the  factory  owes  its  inception 
to  the  advice  of  Count  Inouye,  whose  business 
shrewdness  has  already  been  the  means  of  start- 
ing the  Onoda  Cement  Works  in  the  same 
Prefecture.  The  place  has  all  the  advantages 
required  for  manufacturing  success— abundance 
of  coal,  cheap  expert  labour,  and  easy  accessi- 
bility. Count  Inouye  is  said  to  have  pointed  out 
these  advantages  years  ago,  and  his  astuteness 
is  now  bearing  fruit.    Of  the  capital  of  halt  a 


THE  THIRTY-EIGHT  MEMBERS  OF  THE  UPPER 
HOUSE. 

The  thirty-eight  members  of  the  House  of  Peers 
who  were  recently  favoured  by  the  Premier  with 
an  elaborate  reply  to  their  communication  to 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  late  dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  seem  to  be  dissatis- 
fied with  the  reply.  On  Wednesday  last,  they 
assembled  at  the  Rokumeikan  to  consider  what 
course  should  be  taken  on  the  matter.  There 
were  present  Baron  Ozawa,  Viscount  Soga,  Vis- 
count Tani,  Prince  Konoye,  Mr.  Tom.la  Tetsu- 
nosuke,  Prince  Nijo,  Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu 
and  others.  After  a  long  consultation  with 
closed  doors,  they  decided  to  address  another 
letter  to  Count  Ito.    They  also  talked  of  the 


Feb.  17,  1S94.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


207 


desirability  of  amalgamating  the  two  sections 
of  the  members  ol  the  Upper  House,  the  San- 
yo-Kai  and  the  Konwa- Kai.  The  project  for 
union  wat  at  once  approved  by  those  present. 

THE  VERNACULAR  PRESS  ON   COUNT   ITO'S  RETLY 
TO   I'RINCH   NI.IO   AND  OTHERS. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  great  majority 
of  the  metropolitan  papers  comment  unfavour- 
ably upon  Count  Ito's  reply  lo  the  thirty-eight 
members  ot  t he  Upper  Mouse,  setting  forth  the 
Government's  views  concerning  the  dissolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Many  journals 
have  commenced  criticisms  of  this  important 
document  in  an  elaborate  and  exhaustive  man- 
ner, and  some  of  them  have  not  yet  concluded 
their  remarks.  Their  comments  look  bald  and 
insipid  by  the  side  of  the  comprehensive  and  well 
reasoned  arguments  contained  in  the  document 
they  essay  to  tear  to  pieces.  How  far  they  have 
succeeded  in  their  task,  it  will  not  be  difficult 
to  see  from  the  following  resume,  in  which  we 
do  not  pretend  to  do  full  justice  to  the  incoher- 
ence and  insufficiency  of  their  reasoning. 
* 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  (Progressionist) 
wastes  at  the  outset  hundreds  of  words  in  setting 
forth  reasons  why  it  regards  the  document  in 
the  light  of  a  formal  declaration  of  the  Cabinet 
about  the  late  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House, — 
a  useress  task  assuredly,  for  no  man  of  sense  has 
read  the  communication  in  any  other  light.  Our 
contemporary,  having  established  that  point  to 
its  satisfaction,  proceeds  to  remind  the  Cabinet 
of  its  responsibility  in  the  event  of  the  people 
pronouncing  an  unfavourable  verdict.  Should 
the  country  refuse  to  endorse  its  policy,  the 
Cabinet  is  told  that  there  will  be  no  course  for 
it  but  to  surrender  a  position  to  which  it  is  no 
longer  entitled.  The  Mainichi  next  complains 
of  the  frequent  use  which  Count  Ito  makes  in 
his  document  of  expressions  indicative  of  Im- 
perial authority,  such  as  "  Imperial  Message,' 
"  Imperial  Order,"  "  the  Throne,"  etc.,  it  being 
suspected  by  our  contemporary  that  the  Premier's 
object  may  be  thereby  to  interpose  the  halo  of 
Imperial  authority  between  himself  and  public 
criticism.  The  Progressionist  organ  then  pro- 
ceeds lo  catalogue  the  various  points  on  which 
it  proposes  to  refute  the  Minister  President's 
declaration.  But  before  discussing  these 
points,  it  observes,  by  way  of  prelude,  that  the 
fundamental  reason  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  House  of  Representatives  lies  deeper  than 
any  of  the  specious  causes  assigned  by  the  Pre- 
mier. What  may  that  reason  be  ?  It  is,  says 
the  Mainichi,  the  unavoidable  and  natural  con 
flict  between  clan  elements  and  non-clan 
elements — elements  which  can  never  be  expect- 
ed to  work  in  harmony.  Starting  on  such  a 
sentimental  basis,  the  Mainichi  naturally 
fails  to  discover  any  sense  in  the  Premier's 
reply.  Its  comments  on  the  particular  points 
raised  in  the  document  not  being  finished,  our 
notice  of  them  must  be  deferred  to  another  op- 
portunity. 

* 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbnu  (Progressionist)  be- 
gins by  condemning  the  Premier's  expression 
that  he  "  will  always  be  glad  to  have  the  opinion 
of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Diet  on  any  subject,' 
and  that  he  "  hopes  thereby  to  acquire  the 
means  of  supplying  Ins  own  deficiencies."  Are 
the  Diet's  functions  limited,  asks  our  con- 
temporary, to  serving  as  a  sort  of  adviser 
to  the  Executive  ?  Reference  is  made  to 
the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution,  where 
it  is  provided  that  "  the  Emperor  exercises 
the  legislative  power  with  the  consent  of  the 
Imperial  Diet,"  and  on  the  strength  of  this  pro- 
vision the  Yomiuri  charges  the  Premier  with 
having  adopted  an  entirely  false  view  of  the 
functions  of  the  Diet.  That  is  reading  a  sermon 
to  Buddha,  as  the  Japanese  proverb  says.  The 
Yomiuri  then  proceeds  to  refute  the  charge 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  was  bent 
upon  indiscriminate  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment. But  finding  little  to  commend  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Lower  H  ouse  last  session,  the 
Yomiuri  wanders  back  to  former  sessions  in 
search  of  some  good  done  by  the  people's  re- 
presentatives, and  refers  to  measures  with  the 


introduction  and  discussion  of  which  the  fifth 
session  of  the  Diet  had  nothing  whatever  10  do. 
On  tile  strength  of  such  irrelevant  evidence, 
our  contemporary  endeavours  lo  defend  the 
House  of  Representatives  against  the  charge 
preferred  by  Cabinet.  Indeed,  the  Yomiuri, 
goes  so  far  as  to  turn  the  tables  on  the  Cabinet 
which  it  accuses  of  a  tendency  to  reject  indiscri- 
minately whatever  measures  were  proposed  by 
the  Lower  House.  There  curious  articles  have 
not  yet  been  concluded. 

* 

*  * 

The  Kokumin  .S'^f Philo-Progressionist) 
finds  in  the  document  nothing  but  a  repetition 
of  what  has  been  stated  in  the  columns  of  the 
official  organ,  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  being 
of  course  referred  to.  Concerning  the  con- 
sideration by  the  late  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Hoshi  question  prior  to  the  election 
of  Standing  Committees,  our  contemporary 
states  that,  under  extraordinary  circumstances, 
such  a  procedure  may  be  justifiable.  As  to  the 
Address  to  the  Throne  on  the  same  subject,  it 
is  said  to  have  been  no  abuse  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  The  latter,  in  the  Koku 
mins  opinion,  was  obliged  to  apologize  to  the 
Emperor  for  having  recommended  His  Majesty 
to  nominate  to  the  Presidency  a  man  so  far 
from  suitable  for  the  important  post  as  to 
forfeit  in  so  short  a  time  the  confidence 
of  those  over  whom  be  presided.  On  the 
question  of  official  discipline,  our  contem- 
porary cannot  believe  Count  Ito  to  be  sincere 
when  he  states  in  his  reply  that,  had  the 
House  dealt  with  the  Government  frankly 
and  moderately,  the  latter  would  have  met  it  in 
a  like  spirit.  For  even  after  the  Emperor  cen- 
sured the  incriminated  officials,  the  Cabinet 
hesitated  to  deal  with  them  in  a  proper  manner. 
The  Premier  is  severely  criticised  for  having 
regarded  the  views  of  the  Budget  Committee  as 
expressing  those  of  the  House  itself.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  tendency  of  opinion  in  the 
House,  1  lie  latter's  views  must  be  held  distinct 
from  those  of  the  Committee.  But,  after 
all,  says  the  Kokumin,  Count  Ito  does  not 
mean  what  he  says  :  his  true  object  in  criticising 
the  conduct  of  the  Budget  Committee  is  pro- 
bably to  furnish  the  Radicals  with  a  plausible 
pretext  to  defend  themselves  in  the  coining 
elections  against  the  imputation  of  alliance 
with  the  Government,  for  the  Committee  was 
composed  almost  exclusively  of  Radicals.  As 
to  Administrative  Reforms,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  Kokumin' s  opinion,  had  a 
right  to  see  them  carried  out  duly,  since  they 
were  the  result  of  a  public  pledge  wrung  by  the 
House  from  the  Government  in  the  preceding 
session.  With  reference  to  the  question  of  Treaty 
Enforcement,  the  Kokumin  fails  to  understand 
the  reason  why  the  Government  could  not  adopt 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. Our  contemporary  strongly  de- 
fends the  House  against  the  charge  that  it 
demanded  indiscriminate  enforcement  of  the 
treaty  stipulations.  Had  there  been  anything 
wrong  or  undesirable  in  the  views  expressed  by 
the  House  on  this  subject,  it  would  have  been 
the  Cabinet's  duty  to  point  out  the  errors  by 
offering  full  and  prompt  explanations.  But  the 
Cabinet  did  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  before  the 
Representation  for  Strict  Enforcement  was  even 
discussed  by  the  House,  the  latter  was  ordered 
to  dissolve.  Thus  the  Kokumin  does  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that  none  of  the  reasons 
adduced  by  the  Premier  is  sufficient  to  justify 
the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
*  * 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  (National  Unionist)  has 
just  begun  a  series  of  articles  on  the  subject. 
In  what  it  has  thus  far  written,  it  follows  the 
lines  of  argument  adopted  by  the  Kokumin.  It 
professes  to  be  delighted  with  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  Premier's  letter  for  attacking  the 
Government's  policy. 

The  Jivu  Shimbun  (Radical)  does  not  think 
itself  called  upon  to  defend  the  "rash  and 
thoughtless  conduct"  of  the  "petty  parties" 
in  the  last  session  of  the  Diet.  As  the  Radi- 
cal Party  had  no  share  in  the  ridiculous 
conduct  of  those  parties,  it  has  little  to  do  with 


the  indictments  contained  In  the  Premier's  re- 
ply tQ  the  Peers  on  the  Subject  Of  dissolution. 

However,  our  contemporary  is  constrained  10 
say  something  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Budget  Committee,  because  the  majority  of  its 
members  belonged  to  the  Radical  Parly.  Willi 
the  reductions  of  expenses  effected  by  the  Cabi- 
net, the  Radical  Party  was  entirely  contented, 
but  on  the  point  of  official  salaries  that  Parly, 
unable  to  approve  the  temporizing  course  taken 
by  the  Cabinet,  adopted  the  general  plan  of 
reductions  drawn  up  in  the  preceding  session. 
The  fiyu's  articles  have  not  been  finished. 
# 

*  * 

The  Nippon  (Independent)  does  not  go  into 
any  details;  it  simply  observes  that,  among  the 
reasons  adduced,  there  is  not  a  single  case 
where  the  House  expressed  its  opinions  by  a 
final  vote.  If  it  be  allowable  to  dissolve  one 
House  on  the  ground  that  the  Cabinet  cannot 
work  in  harmonious  cooperation  with  it,  it 
would  be  equally  justifiable  to  dissolve  the  next 
for  the  same  reason,  and  to  go  on  dissolving 
one  House  after  another  until  a  majority  entire- 
ly subservient  to  the  Cabinet  could  be  obtained. 
That  is  a  question,  says  the  Nippon,  that  must 
be  carefully  studied  by  all  politicians. 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  (Independent)  is  of  opinion  that 
it  was  not  the  House  of  Representatives  but  the 
Cabinet  itself  which  made  it  impossible  for  the 
two  to  work  in  harmony.  It  does  not  endorse 
the  policy  of  the  Lo-wer  House,  but  criticizes 
the  Government  for  having  refused  to  give  ex- 
planations in  a  conciliatory  and  frank  manner 
on  important  questions,  when  it  had  ample 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

* 

Other  papers  like  the  Shin  Choya  and  the 
Niroku  have  also  much  to  say  on  the  subject, 
but  enough  has  been  reproduced  to  enable  our 
readers  lo  perceive  the  tone  of  their  articles  ; 
they  merely  repeat,  in  different  terms,  the  views 
expressed  by  the  above  papers. 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo,  though  in  an  incidental 
manner,  approves  in  all  essential  respects  the 
points  raised  in  the  document.  It  does  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that,  in  all  respects,  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  to  blame. 
* 

The  Nichi  Nichi  completely  endorses  the 
views  expressed  in  the  document.  Our  con- 
temporary is  criticising  in  an  elaborate  manner 
the  original  communication  addressed  to  the 
Cabinet  Ministers  by  the  thirty-eight  members 
of  the  Upper  House. 


LYNCHING  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

An  article  published  in  these  columns  last 
autumn  on  the  subject  of  lynching  in  the 
United  States  evoked  much  comment  from 
correspondents.  The  impression  apparently 
produced  upon  readers  of  our  writing  was 
that  we  had  spoken  too  strongly  of  the  con- 
dition of  things  existing  in  America,  and  that 
the  general  feeling  against  lynch  law  was  much 
more  actively  pronounced  than  we  had  sug- 
gested. It  must,  of  course,  be  frankly  granted 
that  upon  such  a  subject  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  a  far  better  title  to  be  heard 
than  any  outsider.  We,  who  write  at  a  distance, 
have  no  materials  on  which  to  base  a  judgment 
other  than  bare  statistics,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  stories  told  by  journals  which  too  frequently 
subserve  truth  to  sensation,  on  the  other.  Yet  we 
can  not  think  that  we  over-stated  the  case,  and 
our  conviction  of  the  justice  of  our  comments 
is  strengthened  by  the  latest  official  returns. 
During  the  year  just  closed,  the  total  number 
of  legal  executions  throughout  the  Union  was 
126,  including  47  whites,  76  negroes,  2  Indians, 
1  Chinaman,  and  1  woman.  Against  this  we 
read  that  the  total  number  of  persons  lynched 
was  200,  of  whom  154  were  negroes,  30  whites, 
5  Mexicans,  7  Indians,  and  4  women.  In  other 
words,  for  every  five  persons  put  to  death  by 
due  process  of  law,  eight  were  summarily  de- 
spatched without  any  trial,  by  violent  and  law- 
less methods.  Could  anything  be  more  signi- 
ficant ?    A  ratio  of  five  to  eight.    It  maybe 
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true  thai  public  opinion  is  beginning  to  revolt 
against  such  a  murderous  method  of  protesting 
against  either  inefficient  laws  or  their  perfunc- 
tory administration.  It  certainly  is  true  thai 
lynching  in  ihe  Northern  States  shows  a  marked 
tendency  to  decline,  and  that  in  the  South 
several  legislatures  are  enacting  penalties  to 
check  it.  Thus,  while  the  North  was  disgraced 
by  only  17  such  crimes  in  1893,  no  less  than 
183  stand  to  the  discredit  of  the  South.  But 
that  makes  the  record  still  more  appalling  so 
far  as  the  South  is  concerned.  Going  through 
the  list  of  persons  lynched,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing causes  assigned  in  the  case  of  coloured  men, 
1  for  rape  or  alleged  rape  ;  1 1  for  incendiarism  ; 
for  robbery  ;  3  on  account  of  race  prejudice  ; 
for  insulting  whites  ;  1  for  turning  State  evi- 
by  mistake  ;  and  1  for  violence  shown 
in  self-defence.  It  appears  to  us  that  such  a 
catalogue  justifies  the  remarks  published  by  us 
last  autumn.  

APPOINTMENT  OF  BARRISTERS  TO  THE  BENCH. 

In  introducing  in  the  Diet  last  session  a  Bill 
shortening  the  period  of  probation  of  expectant 
Judges  and  Public  Procurators  from  three  years 
to  a  year  and  a  half,  one  of  the  Government's 
objects,  it  is  believed,  was  to  establish  a  means 
of  drafting  new  blood  into  tire  Judiciary,  so  as 
to  displace  the  men  whose  competence  is  con- 
sidered questionable.  But  owing  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Lower  House,  the  Bill  did  not 
become  law.  It  is  now  asserted  that  the 
Authorities  contemplate  taking  advantage  of 
the  65th  Article  of  the  Law  of  Organization  of 
the  Law  Courts,  which  provides  that  a  barrister 
of  three  years  standing  may  be  appointed  to  a 
judgeship  or  procuratorship  without  under- 
going the  usual  examination.  The  vernacular 
press  thinks  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  course 
would  cause  great  rejoicing  among  the  barristers, 
many  of  whom— there  are  more  than  500  prac- 
tising in  Tokyo  alone— find  it  scarcely  possible 
to  make  ends  meet,  and  are  sorely  perplexed  to 
pay  their  monthly  contributions  to  the  Barri- 
sters' Association.  But  considering  that  there 
are  only  seven  appointments  to  be  made,  we 
do  not  see  that  the  prospect  becomes  much 
rosier  for  the  indigent  barristers. 


no  less  than  five  hundred  Japanese  in  San 
Francisco.  Thereat  the  well-to-do  Japanese 
residents  of  the  city  concluded  that  the  dignity 
of  their  nation  was  imperilled,  since  so  many  of 
their  countrymen  were  about  to  figure  as  beasts 
of  burden  before  the  American  public.  They 
held  a  meeting  at  the  Japanese  Consulate  on 
the  4th  instant,  and  passed  a  resolution  to  take 
every  possible  step  for  preventing  the  consum- 
mation of  the  project.  We  do  not  see  how  this 
news  reached  Japan,  nor  do  we  see  what  steps 
can  be  successfully  taken  in  such  a  case. 


FOREIGN  POPULATION   OF  THE   OPEN  PORTS. 

The  latest  statistics  of  the  foreign  population  of 
the  open  ports  show  that  the  numbers  of  the 
various  nationalities  residing  there  on  the  31st 
of  December  last,  were  as  follows  : — 


American. 
Male.  Female. 

Tokyo   112  ...  "3  ». 

Osaka   26  ...    38  .. 

Yokohama    162  ...  108  .. 

Kobe    44  •••    36  •■ 

Nagasaki    26  ...    25  .. 

Niigata    3  ...     3  .. 

Hakodate   ...     3  •• 


British.  Russian. 
Male.  Female.  Male.  Female. 


escape — and  slashed  the  maid-servant,  who, 
with  courage  very  different  from  that  of  the 
guards,  had  not  hesitated  to  proceed  to  the  scene 
of  the  fracas.  His  next  act  was  singular.  Pro- 
ceeding in  search  of  his  son,  a  lad  of  nine,  he  took 
the  boy  by  the  hand,  and  left  the  house,  conceal- 
ing the  blood-stained  blade  under  his  garments. 
en  route  for  Aoyama,  whither  he  directed  his 
steps  ;  he  called  at  the  residence  of  several  per- 
sons with  whom  he  had  no  acquaintance  what- 
ever, and  solicited  their  good  offices  on  account 
of  the  boy's  education.  Meanwhile,  gensdarmes 
and  police,  warned  by  his  guards,  had  started  in 
pursuit,  and  they  overtook  him  before  lie  could 
consummate  the  tragedy  by  killing  himself.  It 
appears  that  the  unfortunate  man  is  separated 
from  his  wife,  by  whom  he  has  two  children. 
His  elder  sister,  whom  he  killed,  had  been  in 
the  house  for  only  two  days,  having  come  there 
to  assist  in  domestic  duties  during  his  illness. 


112 
36 
481 
228 
47 


73 
30 
282 
123 

35 


Total    374  •••  326  • 

French. 
Male.  Female. 

Tokyo   55  •••    10  ••■ 

Osaka   4 

Yokohama          ...  86 

Kobe    SI 

Nagasaki    37 

Niisiata    2 

Hakodate    3 


.  907  ...  55"  ... 

Dutch. 
Male.  Female. 


43 


3» 


5 

3  3 
34 


3t 
13 


Portuguese. 
Male.  Female. 
...     4  •••  — 


5° 
43 
4 


38 
'7 
6 


Total    244 


105 


53 


25 


German. 
Male.  Female. 


Swiss. 
Male.  Female. 


Belgian. 
Male.  Female. 


Tokyo   62 

Osaka   3 

Yokohama   126 

Kobe    113 

Nagasaki    11 

Niigata    — 

Hakodate    — 


33 
29 
6 


7 
1 

46 


Total    3'S 


55 


Italian. 
Male.  Female. 

Tokyo   10  ...   —  .... 

Osaka   —  ■••  — 

Yokohama    13  •••  2 

Kobe    2  •••  — 

Nagasaki    3  ■••     3  .... 

Niigata   ,   1  •••    —  ■■< 

Hakodate    —  ...  — 


Danish 
Male.  Fei 


Swede  and 
Norwegian 
lale.  Male  Female. 


10 

6 


Total    29 


Spaniards. 
Male.  Female. 


..    35  •••    21  ■• 

Austrian. 
Male.  Female. 


12 


SEALING  ENTERPRISE. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  vernacular  newspapers 
that  there  is  some  prospect  of  the  Japanese  people 
taking  steps  to  help  themselves  in  the  matter  of 
sealing.  It  has  been  repeatedly  urged  in  these 
columns  that  nothing  could  he  more  unpractical 
or  less  reasonable  than  the  constant  outcry  raised 
against  official  failure  to  protect  Japan's  sealing 
grounds  against  foreign  encroachment,  seeing 
that  it  is  raised  by  people  who  show  themselves 
practically  quite  indifferent  to  seals  and  sea 
otters,  organizing  no  expeditions  to  capture 
them,' and  merely  inveighing  against  foreigners 
whose  superior  enterprise  and  courage  induce 
them  to  come  all  the  way  to  Japan  for  the  pur- 
pose. There  is,  we  believe  much  misapprehen- 
sion among  the  Japanese  on  the  subject  of 
sealing.  They  imagine  that  every  schooner 
coming  to  Japan  in  search  of  pelts  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  a  poacher,  whereas,  in  truth,  the  vast 
majority  of  such  ships  engage  in  the  perfectly 
legitimate  pursuit  of  pelagic  sealing.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  however,  we  read  that  Mr.  Kito, 
Japanese  Consul  in  Vancouver,  is  about  to  start 
a  company  for  seal-hunting  at  the  Kuriles.  He 
purposes  a  capital  of  100,000  yen  at  the  outset, 
and  he  holds  that  unless  the  people  themselves 
show  a  disposition  to  use  the  country's  sealing 
grounds,  they  cannot  reasonably  reproach  the 
Government  for  not  protecting  them  against 
foreigners.   __  

"  JINRIKISHAS"   AND   NATIONAL  DIGNITY. 

A  speculative  American,  we  read  in  the  verna- 
cular press,  conceived  the  project  of  running  a 
hundred  jinrikisha  in  connection  with  the 
Winter  Exhibition  in  S*n  Francisco.  He  pro- 
cured vehicles  from  Japan,  but  it  then  occurred 
to  him  that  the  scheme  would  be  very  incom- 
plete unless  veritable  Japanese  were  put  be 
tween  the  shafts  of  the  jinrikisha.  According 

drawers,  and 


Tokyo  

Osaka  

Yokohama 

Kobe   

Nagasaki  .. 

Niigata   

Hakodate  .. 


Hawaiian. 
Male.  Female. 
...     3  •••  — 


OFFICIALDOM  AND  COUNT   ITO  S   REPLY   TO  THE 
PEERS. 

The  Jiyu  newspaper  alleges  that  considerable 
dissatisfaction  is  expressed  in  official  circles 
with  reference  to  Count  Ito's  Reply  to  the 
thirty-eight  Peers.  The  view  attributed  by  the 
Radical  organ  to  these  critics  is  that  the  letter 
addressed  to  the  Minister  President  by  the 
Peers  was  simply  an  expression  of  individual 
opinion,  and  that  the  reply  to  it  ought  y>  have 
taken  the  same  form,  instead  of  being  given  the 
character  of  a  Government  pronunciamiento. 
But  if  such  dissatisfaction  exists — a  state  of 
affairs  which  certainly  cannot  be  credited  with- 
out confirmation — the  critical  officials  do  not 
appear  to  stand  on  very  substantial  ground. 
No  document  emanating  from  the  Minister 
President  of  State  with  reference  to  such  a  topic 
as  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  in  reply  to  a  joint  representation  from 
the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  could  possibly  take  the  form  of  an  expres- 
sion of  individual  opinion.  If  Count  Ito  answer- 
ed at  all,  his  answer  must  of  necessity  be  regarded 
in  the  light  of  an  official  declaration.  As  to  the 
publication  of  the  answer,  it  has  to  be  remembered 
that  the  thirty-eight  Peers  took  the  initiative  by 
publishing  their  own  representation  simultane- 
ously with  its  transmission  to  the  Premier.  The 
Japanese  seem  to  stickle  about  trifles.  It  is  not  a 
time  for  officialdom  to  be  divided  against  itself. 


Total    9  ■••     1  ••■ 

Chinese. 
Male.  Female. 

ToVyo    150  •••      21  ••• 

Osaka    200  ...      zi  ... 

Yokohama          3,618  ...     721  ... 

Kobe   936  •••     '97  ••• 

Nagasaki    549  ■••      7'  — 

Niigata    —  ...      —  ... 

Hakodate    48  ...      "  ■•■ 

Total    4,501  ...  1,042  .  . 

Mexican. 
Male.  Female. 

Tokyo   a  ...     •  • 

Osaka   —  ■••    —  ••• 

Yokohama    —  ...    —  ... 

Kobe   ,..    —  ...    —  ... 

Nagasaki    —  ...    —  ■■• 

Niigata    —  ...    —  ■■• 

Hakodate    —  ...   —  ••■ 

Total    2  ...     1  ... 


22 
Peru 


Male. 


...     8  ...  4 
Korean. 
Female.  Male.  Female. 
...     3  ...  — 


1  ...  — 


Canadian. 
Male.  Female. 


Nationality 
not  declared. 
Male.  Female. 


Grand  Total. 
Males.  Females. 
All  Nationalities  exclusive  of  Chinese  ...  2,225  ...  1,267 
Chinese    4.5oi  ...  1,042 


Grand  Total    6,726 


a.309 


THE   KOGAICHO  MURDER. 

From  particulars  published  in  vernacular  news- 
papers it  would  seem  that  the  Kogaicho  tragedy 
is  ascribable  to  the  combined  carelessness  and 
cowardice  of  Captain  Kubo's  guards.  It  had 
been  recognised  for  some  days  that  the  Captain's 
condition  rendered  it  unsafe  to  leave  any  wea- 
pons within  his  reach,  and  precautions  were 
taken  in  that  sense.  But  the  demented  man 
succeeded  in  finding  a  Japanese  blade  in  a 
cupboard,  and  with  this  he  attacked  one  of  his 
guards,  wounding  his  hand.  The  man  ran  into 
the  garden  and  warned  his  comrade,  and  the 
two,  instead  of  attempting  to  master  their  pati 
ent,  fled  incontinently  to  the  nearest  police- 
station.  In  their  absence  Captain  Kubo  killed 
his  sister — inflicting  the  fatal  blow  as  she  was 


ly,  he  advertised  for  a  hundred  . 

his  advertisement  elicited  prompt  replies  from 1  attempting,  in  a  wounded  condition,  to  effect  her 


NAVAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Thr  Kokkai  alleges  that  the  Diet,  next  session, 
will  be  asked  to  give  its  consent  to  a  programme 
involving  an  expenditure  of  120  million  yen  on 
account  of  Naval  development.  The  outlay 
would  be  spread  over  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
being  at  the  rate  of  6  millions  annually.  The 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  State  affords  no  surplus 
from  which  so  large  a  sum  can  be  drawn.  Hence 
the  project  is  to  raise  a  Naval  loan  of  100  mil- 
lion yen,  and  to  defray  the  remaining  20  millions 
out  of  the  revenue.  The  purposes  of  the  outlay, 
according  to  the  Kokkai,  are  to  raise  the  Navy 
to  a  strength  of  120,000  tons,  and  to  complete 
the  system  of  Naval  Stations.  How  far  this 
statement  may  be  worthy  of  trust,  we  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  but  we  notice  that  it  is  confirmed 
by  the  Niroku  Shimpo,  which  journal  has  also 
a  good  deal  to  say  about  the  last  vessel  con- 
structed for  Japan  in  France,  the  Ilsukushima 
Kan.  The  Niroku  alleges  that  the  Itsttku- 
shima's  boilers  developed  faults  on  her  voyage 
from  Europe,  and  that  the  Yokosuka  experts 
deem  it  necessary  to  replace  them,  an  operation 
that  will  involve  a  delay  of  some  two  years.  If 
that  be  true,  it  is  a  serious  matter.  But  is  it 
true?  Really  there;  has  ceased  to  be  any  possi- 
bility of  attaching  credence  to  the  statements  of 
some  vernacular  journals. 

HAWAII. 

The  situation  in  Hawaii  remains  unaltered,  but 
the  Provisional  Government  are  said  to  be 
making  every  preparation  for  declaring  a  Re- 
public. The  general  outline  of  the  proposed 
government  is  in  line  with  that  under  which 
the  United  States  is  governed,  says  an  ex- 
change, with  the  exception  of  franchise  for 
the  Lower  House,  or  Legislature.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  place  an  educational  and  property 
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qualification  upon  voters  for  President,  Vice- 
President,  and  Senators  or  members  of  the 
Upper  House,  leaving  Representatives  to  tlie 
Legislature,  or  Lower  House,  Id  be  elected 
bj  franchise,  without  qualification  further  than 
being  able  to  read  and  write  tlie  English 
language.  This  would  give  the  Hawaiians 
and  a  large  number  of  the  foreign  elements, 
including  the  Portuguese  and  Japanese,  the 
right  of  suffrage.  Power  is  to  be  invested 
in  the  Executive  and  Cabinet  to  act  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Upper  House,  or  Senate,  in  the 
event  of  the  Legislature,  or  Lower  House,  re- 
fusing to  enact  necessary  legislation,  or  in  case 
of  a  deadlock,  or  the  attempted  passage  of 
obnoxious  or  special  legislation. 


THE  SUNG-PU  MASSACRE. 

Mr.  Edward  S.  Little,  of  Kiukiang,  China, 
writes  in  the  Christian  of  December  14th,  of  the 
Sung-pu  Massacre,  as  follows : — "  Since  then  a 
perfect  reign  of  terror  has  set  in  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Extra  officials,  with  some  300  soldiers, 
have  gone  there,  and  captured  every  man  they 
could  lay  hands  on  who  had  sold  to  the  fo- 
reigners or  in  any  way  assisted  them.  A  poor 
innocent  coolie,  who  had  carried  water  for  them 
as  well  as  for  others,  was  arrested,  tortured, 
imprisoned  in  foul  dungeons,  and  now  has  an 
iron  rod  passed  through  a  hole  bored  in  his 
collar  bone,  to  which  a  chain  is  attached,  and 
with  which  he  is  fastened  in  his  cell  !  Other 
horrors,  two  evil  even  to  be  thought  of  in  Chris- 
tian lands,  have  been  perpetrated  on  innocent 
men.  The  officials  have  done  their  work  there, 
and  come  away  with  the  boast  that  no  fo- 
reigner will  dare  to  go  to  that  place  again. 
The  policy  of  the  great  officials  of  the  empire 
(and  of  course  they  are  eagerly  backed  up 
by  all  the  smaller  officials)  seems  to  be  to 
make  it  impossible  for  any  foreigner  to  obtain 
any  assistance  from  the  natives;  and  thus 
they  hope  eventually  to  starve  him  out.  In  con  - 
nection with  the  Sung-pu  riot  not  a  single 
offender  has  been  punished  so  far;  and  none 
will  be  punished  unless  strong  pressure  is 
brought  to  bear  by  Western  Governments." 
Does  any  rational  person  credit  all  that? 


COUNT  ITO  AND  THE   EIGHTEEN   MEMBERS  OF 
THE  UPPER  HOUSE. 

Some  time  ago  we  stated  that  Prince  Konoye 
and  a  few  other  members  of  the  House  of  Peers 
had  called  on  Count  Ito  and  discussed  with  him 
the  subject  of  tlie  nomination  of  life  members 
to  their  House.  We  also  noticed  that,  in  the 
sequel  of  this  conference,  Prince  Konoye,  Vis- 
count Tani,  and  others  tried  in  vain  to  pursuade 
Viscount  Shinagawa,  Count  Okuma,  and  Count 
Itagaki  to  accept  such  membership  if  offered  by 
the  Government.  The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun 
now  publishes  particulars  of  the  conference.  It 
took  place  on  or  about  the  26th  of  last  month 
in  Count  Ito's  private  residence  at  Isarago, 
Shiba.  The  visitors  were  three,  namely,  Prince 
Konoye,  Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo,  and  Mr.  Matsuoka 
Koki,  who  has  since  been  appointed  Vice- 
Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs.  They 
produced  a  lengthy  document  and  asked  the 
Premier  to  peruse  it,  alleging  that  it  contained 
the  views  of  themselves  and  fifteen  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Upper  House  concerning  the 
question  of  the  nomination  of  life  members 
The  paper  need  not  be  reproduced  here  in  ex- 
tenso.  Reference  to  the  principal  points  raised 
in  it  will  suffice.  The  eighteen  signatories, 
among  whom  were  Prince  Konoye,  Viscount 
Torio,  Viscount  Tani,  Baron  Ozawa,  Viscount 
Okabe,  Baron  Senge,  Mr.  Tomita  Tetsunosuke 
and  others — regretted  to  observe  that  the  House 
of  Peers  did  not  enjoy  sufficient  public  con- 
fidence and  did  not  possess  sufficient  influence 
to  discharge  the  fundamental  duty  assigned  to 
jt,  namely,  on  the  one  hand,  to  prevent  the 
extreme  and  radical  tendency  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  involving  dangerous  re- 
sults, and  on  the  other,  to  save  the  people 
from  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of  those 
in  power.  To  give  more  weight  to  the  Upper 
House,  thev  asked  the  Premier  to  advise  the 
Emperor  to  nominate  to  life  membership  those 
persons  who  had  rendered  signal  services  to 


the  State  but  who  had  not  yet  been  honoured 
with  such  nomination.  Several  membets  of 
the  Privy  Council  were  mentioned,  as  also  were 
Count  Itagaki,  Count  Okuma,  and  Viscount 
Shinagawa.  The  nomination  of  these  dis- 
tinguished statesmen  to  the  Upper-  House 
would  not  only  add  weight  to  its  councils,  but 
would  also  serve  a  useful  purpose  when  it  became 
necessary  for  the  present  Ministers  to  leave 
office.  The  signatories  of  the  document  were 
convinced  that  to  hand  over  the  administrative 
power  to  the  Opposition  politicians  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  a  step  not  warranted  by 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  they  seemed  to 
think  that,  in  case  it  became  necessary  to  make 
a  change  of  Ministry,  candidates  for  Ministerial 
posts  should  be  selected  from  amongst  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Peers.  In  other 
words,  they  were  opposed  to  the  introduction 
of  Government  by  Parly,  believing  that  the 
inauguration  of  stich  a  system  would  have  to  be 
preceded  by  an  era  of  coalition  Cabinets.  As 
to  Privy  Councillors,  their  presence  in  the 
House  of  Peers  was  prohibited  according  to  the 
present  usage.  Such  a  precaution  might  have 
been  necessary  in  the  first  days  of  constitutional 
Government,  but  the  signatories  of  the  document 
were  convinced  that  there  no  longer  existed  any 
necessity  for  the  veto.  They  then  proceeded  to 
dwell  at  some  length  on  the  advisability  of  nomi- 
nating enterprising  statesmen  to  membership  of 
the  Upper  House,  since  theirposition  there  would 
probably  have  the  effect  of  preventing  much  of 
the  mischief  they  might  otherwise  cause. 
* 

*  * 

Count  Ito,  after  carefully  reading  the  docu- 
ment in  the  presence  of  his  visitors,  at  once 
proceeded  to  make  comments  on  it.  As  to  the 
position  of  the  House  of  Peers,  he  begged  to 
differ  from  his  visitors.  In  his  opinion,  the 
Japanese  House  of  Peers  surpassed  in  weight 
of  vested  power  every  other  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  world,  except  perhaps  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  The  United  States 
Senate  exercised  some  powers  of  sovereignty, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  ratification  of  treaties  and 
the  appointment  of  officials  of  the  higher  grade. 
The  Upper  Houses  in  European  countries,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  England,  were  merely 
nominal  institutions  exercising  little  influence 
over  the  actual  course  of  politics.  In  the  case 
of  England,  the  House  of  Lords  still  possessed 
some  effective  influence  in  politics  on  account 
of  the  great  part  which  the  noble  class  in  that 
country  bad  played  in  its  past  history,  as  well 
as  of  the  splendid  character  of  the  present  mem- 
bers of  the  order.  But  even  the  English  House 
of  Lords  seldom  dared,  except  in  extraordinary 
cases,  to  oppose  measures  passed  by  the  House 
of  Commons.  Here  in  Japan,  the  House  of 
Peers  had  on  more  than  one  occasion  rejected 
Bills  sent  up  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. In  all  respects  the  Up  per  House  was 
seized  of  the  same  degree  of  power  as  the 
Lower  House,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  prefer 
one  to  the  other.  With  reference  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  men  composing  the  House  of  Peers, 
the  Premier  failed  to  recognize  any  ground  to 
complain  as  to  their  want  of  capacity,  learning, 
or  experience.  He  was  firmly  convinced  that 
the  Japanese  House  of  Peers  occupied  a  unique 
position  among  similar  institutions  throughout 
the  world.  As  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Privy 
Councillors  should  be  allowed  to  take  seats  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  the  Premier  declared  him- 
self positively  opposed  to  such  an  innovation. 
The  Japanese  Privy  Council  differed  essen- 
tially in  the  object  of  its  creation  from  its 
namesakes  in  foreign  countries.  It  was,  not, 
like  those  of  other  countries,  a  merely  nominal 
institution  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  entrusted 
with  distinct  and  highly  important  functions 
for  the  smooth  working  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  case  of  a  collision  between  the 
Government  and  the  Diet,  appeal  lay  to  the 
Throne,  and  His  Majesty  was  called  upon  to 
decide  between  the  parties.  In  such  cases,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Privy  Council  to  offer  just 
and  impartial  advice  to  the  Sovereign.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  would  be  highly  in- 
judicious to  allow  Privy  Councillors  to  take  part 
in  the  deliberations  of  tne  House  of  Peers.  As 


to  the  suggestion  about  nominating  men  like 
Viscount  Shinagawa,  and  Counts  Okmna  and 
Itagaki,  to  life  membership  of  the  Upper  House, 
COUnt  Ho  gave  unreserved  approval  to  the  views 
of  his  visitors.  Party  politicians  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  voted  in  blind  obedience  to 
instructions  from  the  head-quarters  of  their 
parlies,  and  there  was  little  chance  of  their  pro- 
ceedings in  the  House  being  accommodated  to 
the  varying  requirements  of  the  moment.  This 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  statesmen  who 
directed  their  movements  were  not  present  with 
them  in  the  House.  The  appointment  of  such 
statesmen  to  the  Upper  House  might  not  be 
the  most  direct  and  best  remedy.  Still  it  would 
be  belter  than  nothing.  At  all  events,  when 
they  took  their  seats  in  the  Upper  House, 
they  would  be  able  to  give  expression  to 
the  views  actuating  their  respective  parties. 
Count  Ito,  consequently,  promised  his  visitors 
to  recommend  the  names  of  these  party 
leaders  to  His  Majesty,  should  they  be  willing 
to  accept  life  membership.  The  conversation 
ended  there,  and  the  three  visitors  went  away, 
saying  that  they  should  take  immediate  steps 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  three  party  leaders 
on  the  matter.  The  results  of  their  efforts  are 
already  well-known,  but  we  learn  from  the  Nichi 
Nichi  that  no  report  has  as  yet  been  made  to 
Count  Ito. 

NEW  RAILWAY  LOAN. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  announces  the  issue 
of  a  five  per  cent,  loan  amounting  to  one  mil- 
lion yen.  Applicants  for  stock  are  required  to 
send  in  their  applications  from  the  24th  instant 
to  the  3rd  proximo,  to  the  Bank  of  Japan  or  its 
agencies,  accompanying  them  with  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  amount  applied  for,  by  way  of  security. 
The  results  of  the  operation  will  be  made 
public  on  the  15th  of  March  and  successful  ap- 
plicants will  have  to  pay  up  the  remaining  ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  amount  by  the  24th  of  that 
month.  This  loan  is  made  under  the  piovision 
of  tlie  Railway  Extension  Law,  passed  by  the 
Diet  in  its  fourth  session. 


MEETING  OF  TEA  MEN, 

The  Kyushu  Tea  Association,  the  Kwansei 
Tea  Association  and  the  Kwanto  Tea  Associ- 
ation having  been  organized  through  the  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Mayeda  Masana,  who  is  now  popu- 
larly known  as  the  "Buddha  of  Tea,"  a  grand 
meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at  his  resid- 
ence in  Shiba  Park  on  the  12th  instant.  About 
ninety  persons  were  present,  representing  the 
principal  tea  districts  of  Japan.  Mr.  Mayeda 
presided  and  addressed  the  meeting  at  some 
length,  prefacing  his  remarks  by  an  expression  of 
extreme  satisfaction  at  this  successful  organiza- 
tion of  such  a  great  society.  He  stated  that  the 
inception  of  the  affair  was  due  to  Mr.  Yama- 
moto  Kametaro,  of  Hyogo,  and  Mr.  Otani 
Kahei,  of  Yokohama.  But  he  exhorted  the 
members  to  recollect  that  a  first  step  only  had 
thus  far  been  taken,  and  that  the  attainment  of 
the  final  objects  of  the  Association  depended 
upon  their  sustained  and  intelligent  exertions. 
He  also  urged  that  undue  attention  should  not 
be  paid  to  trivialities  like  the  enactment  of  bye- 
laws  and  matters  of  that  nature,  which  generally 
occupied  too  much  attention,  but  that  the 
maintenance  of  friendly  and  smooth  relations 
between  tea  men  should  be  counted  of  much 
greater  importance.  He  concluded  by  thanking 
them  for  the  half-pound  of  tea  which  each 
member,  at  his  request,  had  contributed  towards 
the  expense  of  organizing  the  Association.  A 
draft  of  rules  relating  to  the  Central  Office  was 
then  submitted  and  unanimously  approved. 
These  rules  provide  that  the  Central  Office 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  a  President,  a 
Superintendent,  and  a  Manager;  that  the  three 
Associations  shall  make  regular  reports  every 
other  month  and  special  reports  in  case  of 
necessity  to  the  Central  Office  on  matters 
connected  with  tea,  and  that  the  Central 
Office  shall  spare  no  pains  to  devise  means 
for  improving  the  tea  industry  at  home  and 
placing  the  commerce  abroad  on  sound 
lines.  Messrs.  Mayeda  and  Tada  Motokichi, 
of  Shizuoka,  were  unanimously  elected  to  the 
'offices   of  Superintendent   and  Manager,  on 
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the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Otani  Kakei,  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  post  of  President  will  be 
offered  to  and  accepted  by  Count  Matsuoka. 
The  Councillors  of  the  Central  Office,  three 
from  each  of  the  Associations,  were  then  nomi- 
nated by  Mr.  Mayeda. 

*  * 

The  following  day  a  friendly  gathering  of  the 
same  tea  men  took  place  at  the  Maple  Club. 
Many  speeches  were  delivered  and  letters  read, 
among  the  latter  being  one  from  His  Excellency 
Viscount  Enomoto  expressing  regret  at  his  in- 
ability to  attend,  congratulating  the  Associations 
heartily  on  their  successful  organization  and 
predicting  a  great  future  for  them.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  record  that  among  those  present  were 
Mrs.  Mayeda  and  her  three-year-old  son,  who 
had  come  expressly  from  Kamakura  to  attend 
the  reunion  so  long  desired  by  her  husband 
and  who  were  objects  of  hearty  welcome  and 
much  notice. 


A   CHINESE  PROTEST. 

A  correspondent  of  the  North  China  Daily 
News,  writing  over  the  signature  of"  Mercator," 
having  animadverted  in  very  strong  terms  on 
the  Chinese  official  who  is  to  became  Taotai  in 
Shanghai,  the  following  quaint  letter  has  been 
addressed  to  that  journal  by  way  of  reply:— 

S,R  —Perusing  Mercator's  letter  is  enough  to  arouse 
our  dignity,  and  at  the  same  time  with  a  smile  to 
think  how  folly  he  makes  himself;  imagining  the 
Chinese  Government  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  right 
quarters  in    Peking;  the  protest  of   the  Shanghai 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  foreign  residents  will 
have  any  moral  effect.     I  must  remind  him  of  the 
remark  made  by  the  oldest  resident  not  long  ago 
The  size  of  the  concessions  in  comparison  to  that  of 
Peking  renders   their  safety.     Law-abiding  people 
cares  not  who  holds  the  rein  of  the  Government  when 
different  treaties  clearly  states,  the  subjects  of  the 
different  nations  should  be  under  their  respective  law. 
What  business  has  foreigners  to  protest  against  the 
political  affairs  of  the  Chinese  Government?  Ob- 
serve strictly  the  treaty  rights  is  the  best  policy  ;  the 
act  of  taking  advantage  of  other  nation  ;  transgressing 
upon  other  people'a  rights;  trying  to  gain,  to  grasp 
and  to  exercise  that  power  over  the  jurisdictions 
which  they  have  not  are  the  people  who  make  them- 
selves  rancored,   hated    and  to  the   end  calamities 
falls  unto  them.     The  minute  a  foreigner  lay  hands 
upon  a  Chinese  subject,  he  a  breack  of  the  treaty 
stipulation,  not  withunderstanding  this  occurred  every 
dav  the  worse  is  that  the  victum  is  place  before  one 
of  '(so-called)  surgeon  for  examination,  etc.,  etc.  One 
may  ask  why  is  this  allowed  ?    I  should  reply  because 
the  present  Taotai  is  very  courteous,  and  it  will  take 
such  Taotai  as  Lu  Peh-yang  a  person  who  knows  the 
right  of  man,  not  anti. foreign,  but  will  exercise  all  his 
power  to  keep  the  Consuls  hands  full,|not  of  obstruction 
and  difficulties  on  the  Chinese  part  but  on  the  part  of 
their  own  subjects  to  mind  theit  own  business.  Every 
Government  has  some  defects  but  not  so  much  as  the 
excess  of  freedom  leads  to  :    "  Let  the  President  mind 
his  own  business  and  I  will  attend  to  mind.  '  And 
hissing  at  their  ruler's  name,  why  not  such  babarous 
manners  be  punished  ?    This  is  what  they  call  liberty 
and  freedom  ;  not  only  bad  manners  are  practiced 
even  in  the  eye  of  civilize  nation.    Laws  and  acts  are 
passed  contrary  to  their  own  conscience  and  regard- 
less  to  the  international  law.    Many  cases  of  Chinese 
subjects  in  America  where  they  are  barbarous  murder, 
ed    houses  torn  down,  property  taken  away.  Has 
there  been  any  one  punish?     Has  there  been  any 
indemnity  paid  ?    Then  why  don't  the  representatives 
of  other  Powers  hold  meetings  of  indignity  and  join 
China  to  protest  against  the  wrong?     Why  should 
meetings  be  held  and  petitions  written,  while  the 
proper  party  concerned  requests  to  keep  your  hands 
off'''    For  the  reason  the  hungry  and  rapacious  wish 
to  take  the  opportunity  to  reap  the  harvest  which 
they  have  not  sow...     H  E.  Lu  Peh-yang  is  just  the 
man  to  fill  the  important  post,  the  line  has  been  let 
loose  long  enough  and  it' is  time  to  reel  it  in.  And 
not  because  let  foreigners  do  what  they  may  speak 
good  of  you, buta  firm,  upright ,  just,  fearless  of  death, 
patriotic  such  is  the  character  worthy  of  thepost. 

It  must  be  known  Ch'ing  Chang  was  removed  by 
promotion  and  not  on  account  of  Foreigners. 

Yours  truly,  Lu  Pok-shing 

January  16th. 

A  NEW  METHOD  OF  CRIBBING. 

Here  is  an  excellent  story  told  by  the  North 
China  Daily  News  of  an  incident  said  to  have 
occurred  in  connection  with  the  celebrated  ex 
aminations  in  China  : — 

It  must  not  be  thought  that.he  examiners  are  invariably 
to  blame,  whenever  a  degree  is  obtained  fraudulently 
Candidates  who  wish  to  cheat  can  often  obtain  assistance 
from  the  guards  and  attendants  emploved  in  Ihe  examina- 
tion halls  The  vigilance  of  the  <-XHii,iners  and  proctms  Is 
severely  taxed  in  endeavouring  to  cope  with  the  ingenuity 
of  these  underlings.   To  what  an  extent  their  audacity 


will  sometimes  go  is  well  illustrated  by  a  story  which  has 
been  told  to  us,  and  which,  if  not  literally  true,  is  at  any 
rate  ben  trovato.  The  earliest  examination  of  all  is  con- 
ducted by  the  district  magistrates,  h  is  what  one  might 
almost  call  that  for  matriculation,  for  it  must  be  passed 
before  the  candidate  is  qualified  to  compete  for  the  first 
or  Bachelor's  degree.  In  a  certain  district  the  suspicions 
of  the  magistrate  were  aroused  by  the  fact  that  a  young 
fellow  of  a  wealthy  family  passed  head  of  the  list  at  Ins 
first  attempt.  He  therefore  determined  to  re-examine  the 
student.  He  gave  him  a  subject  for  an  essay,  placed  him 
in  an  inner  room,  and  himself  waited  in  the  outer  apart- 
ment, so  that  no  one  could  possibly  have  communication 
with  him.  After  an  hour  or  two  the  stu  lent,  whose  abili- 
ties were  most  inferior,  was  sitting  hopelessly  sucking  the 
top  of  his  pen,  and  wondeiing  how  he  should  get  out  of 
the  scrape.  The  door  opened  and  the  magistrate  entered, 
bringing  tea  and  .efreshmenis  in  his  own  hands.for  he  would 
permit  no  one,  not  even  his  own  most  trusted  servants,  to 
come  near  the  student.  The  latter  rose  politely  and  bowed, 
and  as  the  Magistrate  turned,  to  go  out  again,  he  saw 
fluttering  on  the  great  man's  bacl(  a  piece  of  paper  covered 
with  writing.  He  stretched  out  his  hand,  pulled  off  the 
paper  and,  as  soon  as  he  was  alone  again,  discovered  that 
it  was  an  essay  on  the  given  subject.  n>e  magistrate  s 
servants  had  been  heavily  feed,  and  finding  themselves 
unable  to  communicate  with  the  prisoner,  as  a  forlorn  hope 
had  lighily  pasted  the  essay  on  to  the  back  of  their 
master's  loose  robe,  a  thing  easy  enough  to  do  with  thin 
and  soft  Chinese  paper.  Thus  the  poor  mandarin,  after  all 
his  pains,  was  himself  made  the  unconscious  instrument 
for  conveying  the  illicit  information  to  the  student.  Of 
course  this  particular  trick  could  not  be  played  at  a  re- 
gular examination  ;  nor  would  it  be  necessary,  for  at  such 
times  the  attendants  have  easy  access  to  the  candidates 
at  work 


JAPANESE   COAL  IN  INDIA. 

We  recently  quoted  from  an  Indian  journal  a 
paragraph  speaking  favourably  of  the  prospects 
of  Japanese  coal  in  India,  and  we  now  learn 
from  the  vernacular  press  that  the  idea  of  send- 
ing coal  to  Bombay  was  first  put  into  practise 
by  Mr.  Asano  Soichiro,  a  prominent  Tokyo 
merchant.  Mr.  Asano  tried  in  the  first  place 
to  obtain  favourable  rates  of  freight  from  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  but  as  his 
own  calculation  fixed  a  superior  limit  of  2  yen 
per  ton,  he  could  not  come  to  terms  with  the 
Company.  Subsequently  the  Yusen  Kaisha 
agreed  to  take  the  coal  at  that  figure,  and  a  con- 
singment  of  Takagawa  coal  sent  to  Bombay  by 
the  Hiroshima  Maru  found  a  ready  market 
there.  Mr.  Tata,  whose  name  has  been  before 
the  public  so  much  of  late,  in  connection  with 
the  cotton-carrying  enterprise,  acted  as  agent. 
The  result  having  been  so  satisfactory,  further 
shipments  are  contemplated,  but  the  Jiji  Shim- 
po  says  that  the  Yusen  Kaisha  asked  for  a 
higher  rate  of  freight,  and  that  Mr.  Asano  has 
consented  to  pay  it. 


IMMORALITY   AMONG  SOLDIERS. 

Despite  severe  regulations  and  harsh  punish- 
ments, it  is  stated  that  immorality  among  the 
soldiers  in  barracks  is  greatly  increasing.  An 
ex-corporal  relates  that  the  vice  has  assumed 
appalling  proportions  and  that  it  is  undermining 
the  vigour  of  the  whole  army.  If  subordinates 
are  caught  in  malpractice,  the  case  is  at  once 
reported  and  the  criminals  punished  as  they 
deserve  ;  but  where  the  men  are  of  equal  rank, 
it  is  customary  to  preserve  silence  or  feign 
ignorance  of  what  is  going  on.  The  fact  is  that 
the  men  have,  for  the  most  part,  neither  ethical 
training  nor  inculcated  instincts  of  virtue.  They 
are  drilled  and  treated  as  mere  automata,  the 
spiritual  part  being  altogether  ignored.  To- 
wards the  close  of  last  year  there  were,  in  the 
whole  First  Regiment  of  the  Imperial  Body- 
guard, only  ten  Christians,  and  this  little  band 
had  to  put  up  with  m«ch  contumely  and  hard 
treatment,  for  Christianity,  though  tolerated,  is 
not  popular  among  soldiers.  So  long  as  there 
is  an  absolute  want  of  all  ethical  instruction, 
the  only  help  lies  in  still  more  rigid  surveillance 
and  severer  regulations.  It  is  high  time  that 
this  matter  should  receive  the  attention  of  the 
military  authorities. 


LACQUER  FOR  AMERICA. 

The  Tokyo  Municipality  despatched  Mr.  Saito 
Masakichi  as  a  Commissioner  to  the  Chicago 
Exhibition  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  lacquer  exports  to  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Saito  has  returned  and  presented 
his  report.  It  appears  lo  be  a  very  practical 
document.  He  makes  two  suggestions.  The 
first  is  that  if  Japanese  manufacturers  of  lacquer 
desire  lo  obtain  a  wide  market  for  iheir  wares 
ill  the  United  Slates,  they  must  adapt  them  to 


the  taste  of  the  ladies.  The  fair  sex  appears 
to  be  supreme  so  far  as  the  choice  of  household 
furniture  and  ornaments  is  concerned,  and  the 
fancy  of  the  fair  sex  has  turned  from  gold  de- 
signs on  a  ground  of  black  lacquer  to  lacquer 
in°which  the  ground  as  well  as  the  design  are 
gold.  In  the  second  place,  he  repeats  a  caution 
already,  we  should  think,  very  familiar  to 
Japanese  art  artizans,  namely,  that  the  first 
thing  to  be  considered  in  making  lacquer  wares 
for  America  is  to  provide  against  splitting 
and  warping.  Few  articles  of  wood  can  stand 
the  extremes  of  temperature  that  exist  in  an 
American  house.  The  Germans  are  sending 
large  quantities  of  lacquer  to  New  York  where 
it  finds  a  market  to  the  extent  of  half  a  million 
dollars  annually,  its  purchasers  regarding  it  as 
genuine  Japanese  lacquer,  whereas  in  reality  its 
basis  is  not  wood  at  all,  but  cardboard.  With 
such  a  material  the  difficulty  about  exposure  to 
great  variations  of  temperature  is  overcome,  but 
at  the  cost  of  important  qualities. 

*  , 

Speaking  of  this,  we  may  mention  a  Kyoto 
innovation  for  which  we  believe  the  well-known 
bric-a-brac  dealer,  Mr.  Ikeda,  is  responsible.  In 
the  new  Kyoto  ware  the  base  is  copper,  and  it 
seems  that  the  lacquer  can  be  applied  to  such  a 
ground  without  any  conspicuous  loss  of  its  most 
beautiful  characteristics.  The  copper  is  made  so 
thin  that  no  inconvenience  results  on  the  score 
of  weight,  and  of  course  there  is  absolute  im- 
munity from  splitting  or  warping.  Mr.  Ikeda, 
we  believe,  has  patented  his  invention,  and  a 
number  of  specimens  have  gone  to  America, 
but  whether  they  have  been  sold  there  as  lacquer 
on  copper  or  as  lacquer  on  wood,  we  are  un- 
able to  say. 

A  YOUNG  PRIEST'S  ESSAY. 

The  following  little  composition  was  written 
as  it  stands,  in  English,  by  a  young  priest  of 
the  Jodo  sect.  The  subject  given  was  "  A 
Rainy  Day! — "It  was  on  a  holiday  in  spring 
that  I  made  myself  comfortable  in  my  easy- 
chair  and  settled  down  to  read  my  favourite 
books.  Just  then  I  began  to  hear  a  murmur 
in  the  leaves  of  the  bamboos  which  had  been 
rustling  softly  outside  my  window,  and  it  was 
raining  already  when  I  stepped  out  on  the 
verandah.  The  view  is  a  solitary  one ;  no 
friend  has  come  to  visit  me  and  no  birds  are 
singing  their  wonted  roundelays  on  the  boughs 
of  the  tree  in  the  garden.  On  such  a  lovely 
day  as  this,  it  is  a  consolation  to  read  the  news- 
papers, with  their  description  of  the  events 
happening  throughout  the  world  ;  some  praise- 
worthy, others  deplorable,  others  again  amusing 
and  some  most  saddening.  The  most  curious 
thing  to  read  is  that  many  good  men  have  met  with 
evil  fates,  while  wicked  men  have  won  happiness. 
There  are  several  arguments  which  may  be  ad- 
duced in  explanation  of  this  phenomenon,  which 
is  an  apparently  improper  causation ;  to  my  mind, 
however,  the  question  is  not  a  difficult  one.  I 
believe  that  we  have  lived,  and  have  yet  to  live, 
in  many  worlds,  our  condition  being  the  result 
of  our  own  actions;  so  that  we  are  living  out 
now  the  consequences  of  a  former  life,  and  are 
shaping  at  the  same  time  the  terms  of  our  future 
existence.  While  thinking  of  this  and  other  sub- 
jects, the  bell  rang  for  supper ;  I  advanced  once 
more  to  the  window  and  lo  !  there  was  a  tinge 
of  sunset  glory  in  the  sky;  the  earnest  of  fair 
weather  on  the  morrow. 


TRAVELLING  EXPENSES  OF  OFFICIALS  AT 
ELECTION  TIME. 

A  sum  of  47,000  yen  having  been  demanded 
by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  and 
granted  by  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the 
travelling  expenses  of  officials  at  the  approach- 
ing elections,  the  News  Agency  offers  an  ex- 
planation of  the  uses  to  which  the  money  is  to 
be  applied.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  deemed 
necessary  to  summon  lo  the  offices  of  the  Pre- 
fectures the  District  Headmen  and  Chiefs  of 
Police,  in  order  to  instruct  them  accurately  as 
to  the  policy  that  the  Government  desires  to 
have  pursued.  Then,  further,  the  police  have 
to  closely  watch  the  movements  of  subordinate 
local  officials,  who  have  hitherto  played  an  in- 
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fluential  part  at  the  elections.  For  put  poses 
of  this  nature,  the  total  sum  appropriated  is 
thought  to  be  as  small  as  possible. 

horses  in  THB  JAPANESE  ARMY. 
Wk  read  in  the  Jiyu  that  the  number  of  horses 
in  the  Japanese  Army  at  present  is  II.IOO,  or 
340  more  that)  the  number  at  the  correspond- 
ing date  last  year.  A  steady  annual  increase 
is  observable  in  this  part  of  the  military  establish- 
ment, and  will  continue  to  be  observable  until 
the  Army  attains,  in  1897,  the  full  development 
contemplated  by  the  latest  programme  of  orga- 
nization. The  full  complement  of  cavalry  is 
three  regiments,  but  as  yet  there  are  only  two, 
nor  will  the  former  figure  be  reached  before 
1897.  The  Jiyu  adds  that  the  various  horse- 
breeding  establishments  throughout  the  empire 
are  now  in  a  flourishing  state. 


THE  KOSEI-KWAN. 

Most  of  our  readers  probably  know  a  building 
in  the  Tsukiji  quarter  of  Tokyo  where  religious 
assemblies  are  often  held,  where  travelling 
troupes  have  sometimes  acted  or  sung,  and 
where  Japanese  politicians  occasionally  orate. 
It  appears  that  this  Kosei-kwan  is  now  in 
pecuniary  difficulties,  and  that  its  proprietors 
have  disposed  of  it  at  a  comparatively  low  price 
to  a  purchaser  who  is  said  to  represent  a  fo- 
reign capitalist.  If  this  be  true,  the  object  of 
the  buyer  cannot  be  commercial,  but  philan- 
thropic. Perhaps  for  that  reason  the  Japanese 
newspaper  from  which  we  take  the  news  refrains 
from  invective  against  the  grasping  foreigner. 


SUICIDE. 

An  engine-room  artificer  named  Janet,  one  of 
the  crew  of  the  U.S.S.  Petrel,  committed  suicide 
by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  razor  on  January 
28th.  He  had  once  before  attempted  his  life 
and  was  ordered  home  on  the  Lancaster,  but 
although  queer  in  his  mind  was  never  violent. 
Deceased  apparently  took  his  life  without  any 
motive  whatever.  He  was  in  no  trouble  so  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  and  there  is  a  balance  of 
upwards  of  $1,000  (gold)  standing  to  his  credit 
on  the  Petrel's  books.  Deceased,  who  was  an 
Englishman  by  birth,  was  only  29  years  old. 


EXCHANGES. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  uneasiness  in- 
spired in  some  minds  by  the  number  of  Rice 
Exchanges  established  in  Japan  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Bill  relating  to  exchanges  in  the 
4th  session  of  the  Diet.  The  subject  con- 
tinues to  be  discussed  in  a  desultory  manner. 
It  is  stated  that  the  exchanges  throughout  the 
empire  now  aggregate  150,  and  that  some  are 
separated  from  each  other  by  a  distance  of  less 
than  ten  miles.  It  is  apprehended  that  such  a 
state  of  affairs  will  tend  to  increase  gambling 
in  margins,  but  it  appears  to  us  that  the  greater 
the  number  of  Exchanges,  the  less  opportunity 
is  there  for  an  abuse  of  that  nature. 


JAPANESE  STOWAWAYS. 

A  British  steamer,  the  transliterated  name  of 
which  reads  like  Macduff,  is  reported  by  the 
Asahi  Shimbun  to  have  been  on  the  point  of 
leaving  Kuchinotsu  harbour  with  nine  Japanese 
women  and  one  man  in  the  hold,  when  the 
police  instituted  a  search  and  discovered  the 
stowaways.  The  Tokyo  newspaper  writes  as 
though  the  ship  had  been  engaged  in  some 
illicit  traffic  and  as  though  such  a  proceeding 
were  common  with  foreign  vessels,  but  that 
is  a  new  view  of  the  case.  Stowaways,  for  such 
we  presume  the  Japanese  to  have  been  in  this 
instance,  may  be  helped  to  conceal  themselves 
by  some  of  the  crew,  but  generally  the  ship 
objects  to  them  at  least  as  much  as  the  police  do. 


HAKODATE. 

Hakodate  actually  seems  to  be  growing.  We 
did  not  believe  it  capable  of  startling  the  public 
by  such  an  unexpected  proceeding,  but  we  were 
mistaken.  The  Governor  has  incited  the  chief 
men  of  the  place  to  consider  measures  for  ex- 
tending the  city,  with  the  view  of  accommodat- 
ing 300000  inhabitants;  also  to  examine  the 
question  of  reconstructing  the  harbour  and  to 


determine  what  share  the  people  should  bear 
of  the  cost  ;  further  to  investigate  means  of  ex- 
tending the  Waterworks,  and  finally  to  deliberate 
upon  tlie  advantages  of  making  Wakainalsu- 
cllO  the  terminus  of  the  Hakodate-Olaru  railway. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  THE  FINANCE  DEPARTMENT. 
This  following  Notification  has  been  issued  : — 
Notification  No.  36. 
Yen  47,(00     Travelling  Expense  in  the  Interior. 
In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Minister  of 
State  for  Home  Affairs  that,  as  the  travelling  expenses 
in  connection  with  the  duty  of  enforcing  order  in 
the  general  elections  now  pending,  the  above  men- 
tioned sum  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Reserves, 
Class  II.,  I  hereby  gave  my  consent,  and  obtained  the 
sanction  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor,  on  the 
1st  instant. 

Feb.  10th,  27th  year  of  Meiji. 

(Signed)  Watanabic  Kunitake, 

Minister  of  1'  inance. 


STRAW   HATS  FOR  HORSES. 

The  enormous  heat  which  prevailed  last  sum- 
mer in  the  south  of  France  induced  an  inventive 
genius  in  Bordeaux  to  provide  his  horses  with 
straw  hats,  and  the  scheme  proved  so  success- 
ful that  very  soon  all  the  cab,  'bus,  and  cart 
horses  in  the  neighbourhood  were  rigged  out 
with  similar  headgear.  The  latter  covers  the 
eyes  and  forehead  of  the  horse,  whilst  a  couple 
of  openings  are  left  for  the  ears.  A  sponge  is 
placed  inside  the  straw  hat,  and  is  moistened 
with  vinegar  from  time  to  time  to  keep  the  ani- 
mal's head  cool. 

THEIR    MAJESTIES    AND   THE    SILVER  WEDDING. 

MANYloyal  subjects  of  theEmperorand  Empress, 
being  desirous  of  offering  some  objects  for 
Their  Majesties'  acceptance  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Silver  Wedding,  an  inquiry  addressed  by 
the  Governor  of  Kanagawa  to  the  Imperial 
Household  on  the  subject,  has  elicited  a  reply 
that,  with  the  exception  of  gold  and  silver  {i.e. 
money),  presents  will  be  accepted  in  this  in- 
stance only.  Their  Majesties,  however,  have 
expressed  a  desire  that  everything  like  persuasion 
or  rivalry  should  be  avoided  on  the  part  of 
persons  offering  gifts. 


FLOATING  GOLD. 

The  cashier  of  the  United  States  Sub-Treasury 
in  New  York  reports  that  from  July  1,  1878, 
down  to  June  30,  1892,  more  than  a  thousand 
million  dollars  in  gold  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
$498,000,000  going  one  way  and  $508,000,000 
the  other.  The  difference  in  these  amounts  is 
only  $10,000,000,  but  on  the  total  movement 
of  gold  tlie  freight  and  insurance  amounted  to 
$2,500,000,  and  loss  of  interest  during  transit 
amounted  to  $1,369,900.  To  avoid  this  heavy 
expense  it  is  suggested  thai  an  international 
clearing-house  be  formed,  saving  an  enormous 
and  useless  shipment  of  the  yellow  metal. 


COURT  MARTIAL. 

On  the  3rd  instant  Frederick  W.  Austin, 
engineer  of  H.M.S.  Rattler,  was  tried  by 
Court  Martial  on  board  the  Victor  Emanuel, 
in  Hongkong  harbour,  on  a  charge  of  drunk- 
eness.  Captain  McQuhae  was  president  of  the 
Court,  and  the  other  officers  constituting  it 
were: — Captain  Burr,  Porpoise;  Commander 
Kirby,  Swift ;  and  Commander  Kingsford,  7m- 
perieuse.  Lieut-Commander  Cotesworlh,  Ratt- 
ler, prosecuted.  The  charge  was  established, 
and  the  accused  was  sentenced  to  lose  eighteen 
months'  seniority  and  to  be  dismissed  his  ship. 


THE   SILK  TRADE   IN  AMERICA. 

The  American  Silk  Journal,  referring  to  the 
late  condition  of  business  in  the  States,  says  : — 
"Sustained  by  a  coinage  that  is  characteristic 
of  the  American  mill  owner,  and  backed  up 
nobly,  as  a  rule,  by  their  raw  silk  merchants  and 
commission  houses,  theiehave  been  remaikably 
few  failures  among  the  s i  11c  manufactures  during 
this  try ing  period.  There  is  in  this  cause  for  con- 
gratulation all  around." 

THE   NEW  LAMP. 

We  understand  that  the  new  incandescent  light 
recently  installed  in  several  private  houses  as 
well  as  numerous  business  places  in  Yokohama 
by  Mr.  Janni,  will  shortly  be  introduced  in  the 


Capital.  The  light  has  just  been  adopted  at  the 
Oriental  Hotel,  where  a  good  example  of  the 
Infilling  power  of  the  new  lamp  may  be  seen — 
the  billiard-room,  formerly  lit  by  fourteen  electric 
lights  being  now  very  much  better  illuminated 
by  six  of  Mr.  Janni's  incandescent  lamps. 

YOKOHAMA   LITERARY  SOCIETY. 

A  vkry  pleasant  lime  was  spent  by  members  of 
the  Yokohama  Literary  Society  on  Friday  even- 
ing, the  programme  being  extremely  well 
balanced.  The  lecture  on  Chinese  Social 
Customs,  by  Mr.  Happei,  proved  as  entertain- 
ing as  the  previous  essay  on  the  same  subject 
by  this  gentleman,  and  was  accordingly  as  well 
received.  The  musical  items  were  bright  and 
interesting. 


CHANGE   IN  THE   POSTAL  REGULATIONS. 

The  1st  clause  of  the  16th  Article  of  the  Japa- 
nese Postal  Regulations  has  been  amended  to 
read  as  follows  : — 

The  following  shall  not  be  conveyed  by  post  : — 
Letters  upon  which  al  least  a  pail  of  the  postal 
chaige  has  not  been  paid,  or  paicels  that  contain 
letters  or  documents  partaking  of  the  character 
of  mutual  correspondence,  or  legal  documents, 
commercial  documents,  commercial  samples,  or 
printed  matter,  not  wrapped  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  be  easily  inspected. 


THE   OUTPUT  OF  THE  SADO  GOLD  MINE. 

In  the  Asahi  Shimbun  we  find  a  statement 
that  the  total  output  of  the  Sado  gold  mine 
from  the  18th  year  of  the  Keicho  era  (161 3)  to 
1892,  an  interval  of  280  years,  was  10,361,- 
286,219  kwamme  of  pure  gold  (86,344  lbs.  av.) 
the  value  of  which  was  26,382,674.268  yen  ;  the 
total  weight  of  pure  silver,  517,291.913,316 
kwamme  (4,310,765  lbs.  av.)  of  the  value  of 
79>595>529-39  yen- 


MIDWINTER  FAIR. 

The  California  Midwinter  Fair  was  formally 
opened  in  San  Francisco  on  the  27th  January. 
The  Exposition  is  far  from  complete,  and  weeks 
must  pass  before  all  the  exhibits  will  be  in 
place  and  the  buildings  and  grounds  in  thorough 
order.  The  jinrikisha  was  in  evidence  on  the 
opening  day,  but  drawn  by  white  men,  the  Japa- 
nese refusing  to  draw  them. 

LAW  RELATING  TO  TAXES. 

When  districts  are  visited  by  natural  calamities, 
it  is  often  a  matter  of  necessity,  either  to  remit 
or  reduce  the  taxes  payable  by  their  inhabitants. 
There  is,  however,  no  law  providing  for  such 
emergencies.  Certain  members  of  the  Upper 
House  are  said  to  be  directing  their  attention  to 
the  question  and  to  be  preparing  a  Bill  for  sub- 
mission in  the  next  session  of  the  Diet. 


VISCOUNT  AOKI. 

The  Nichi  Ntchi  Shimbun  states  definitely  that 
Viscount  Aoki  has  been  appointed  Japanese  Re- 
presentative in  London,  in  lieu  of  Viscount 
Kawase,  whose  nomination  as  a  Privy  Councillor 
is  announced.  Viscount  Aoki  will  doubtless  be 
gratified  by  this  appintment.'as  his  desire  from 
the  time  that  he  ceased  to  be  Minister  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  was  to  represent  his  country 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James's. 


OFFICIAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  Takata  Zenichi,  hitherto  Secretary  in 
Hiroshima  Prefecture,  has  been  appointed  Chief 
of  the  Sanitary  Bureau  in  the  Home  Office,  his 
post  in  Hiroshima  being  given  to  Mr.  Seki 
Shingo,  formerly  Secretary  in  Niigata  Prefecture 
and  subsequently  on  the  Retired  List. 


FIRE   IN  SAPPORO. 

A  telegram  received  in  Tokyo  reports  that  the 
public  hospital  in  Sapporo  was  destroyed  by 
fire  during  the  night  of  the  1  ith  instant.  Three 
lives  were  lost.    No  particulars  are  given. 


RETURN  OF  MR.  FRASER. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister,  Mr.  Fraser, 
lias  reached  Hongkong,  e»  route  for  Japan,  and 
will  be  in  Tokyo  by  the  25  th  instant. 
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THE  GOVERNMENT  &  THE  DIET. 


WE  publish  in  this  issue  a  carefully 
prepared  translation  of  a  most  im- 
portant State  Paper — the  reply  of  the  Cabi- 
net to  a  section  of  the  House  of  Peers  who 
recently  addressed  a  Representation  to  the 
Government  on  the  subject  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  document  is  so  lucidly  conceived,  its 
arguments  are  so  skilfully  marshalled  and 
its  language  is  so  succinct  that  the  task  of 
analysing  it  becomes  superfluous.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  be  struck  by  the  gravity 
of  Count  ITO'S  tone,  by  the  statesmanlike 
character  of  his  views,  and  by  his  emphatic 
manner  of  enunciating  them. 

The  Peers,  or  to  speak  more  correctly, 
the  Members  of  the  House  of  Peers  who 
are  hostile  to  the  Government,  under  the 
leadership  of  Princes  NlJO  and  KONOYE 
and  others,  complained  in  their  Represen- 
tation that  the  Cabinet  had  recommended 
the  EMPEROR  to  dissolve  the  House  of 
Representatives  without  allowing  the  lat- 
ter to  discuss  the  measures  concerning 
which  the  Government  and  the  Opposition 
were  understood  to  be  at  variance,  and 
that  the  sentence  of  dissolution  had  been 
pronounced  without    submitting   to  the 
nation  any  definite  expose  of  the  causes 
that  necessitated  such  an  extreme  step. 
The  Representation  embodying  these  ac- 
cusations was  not  of  necessity  a  public 
document.    Had  its  compilers  and  signa- 
tories been  actuated  by  any  genuine  desire 
to  ascertain  the  Government's  explanations, 
to  deduce  from  them  a  frank  and  impartial 
analysis  of  the  situation,  and  to  contribute 
to  the  nation's  intelligent  comprehension 
of  the  unfortunate  deadlock  now  existing 
between  the  Administration  and  the  Legis 
lature,  they  would  certainly  have  awaited 
the  Minister  President's  defence  before 
publishing  their  own  arraignment.  But 
their  precipitate  action  forbids  us  to  credit 
them   with  any  such    laudable  motives. 
Their  first  step  was  to  make  public  through 
the  press  the  charges  formulated  by  them 
against  the  Government,  and  Count  ITO 
has  consequently  been  forced  togive  similar 
publicity  to  his  reply  which,  we  observe, 
was  drawn  up  by  permission  of  the  Em 
peror,  His  Majesty  having  also  perused 
the  Representation  from  the  Peers.  The  re 
suit,  however,  is  fortunate,  for,  although  no 
honest  person  could  pretend  to  be  in  any 
real  doubt  as  to  the  causes  of  the  sentence 
of  dissolution,  opportunity  for  misrepre 
sentation  was  undoubtedly  afforded  by  the 
Government's  silence.     The  Opposition 
the  Peers  have  therefore  performed  a 


in 


public  service,  but  they  cannot  themselves 
be  too  well-satisfied  with  the  result,  for 
they  have  elicited  a  most  crushing  retort. 

Generally  stated,  the  reason  assigned 
by  Count  ITO  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  that  all  hope 
of  cooperation  with  such  a  Legislature 
was  precluded  by  the  persistently  vexatious 
and  indiscriminately   hostile  attitude  of 


the  majority  in  the  House.    It  cannot  be 
pretended    by  any    advocate  of  popular 
government  that  the  object  of  constitu- 
tional institutions  is  to  obstruct  the  smooth 
working  of  State  machinery,  to  prevent  the 
consummation  of  every  measure  of  public 
utility,  and  to  check  the  material  progress  of 
the  nation.    Yet  that,  and  that  only,  was  the 
programme  achieved  by  the  Lower  House 
last  session.    It  commenced  by  displaying 
flagrant  indifference  to  the  letter  of  the 
laws  enacted  to  control  its  procedure.  In 
those  laws  there  is  a  provision  explicitly 
laying  down  that  the  first  duty  devolving 
upon  the  House  is  the  appointment  of 
Standing  Committees  ;  a  provision  which 
derives  additionally   binding  force  from 
the  fact  that  to  one  of  those  Committees 
is  entrusted  the  function  of  examining  and 
reporting  upon  the  Budget  within  fifteen 
days  from  the  date  of  that  document's 
submission    to  the    House.     Instead  of 
obeying  the  law  in  this  important  respect, 
the  House  applied  itself  to  the  invidious 
task,  of  driving  its   President  from  the 
chair,  a  task  which,  even  assuming  its 
propriety  and  justice,  called  for  no  im- 
mediate action,  and  could  have  been  per- 
formed equally  well  after  the  election  of 
the  Standing  Committees.    By  this  display 
of  contempt  for  the  rules  of  procedure, 
the  House  afforded  a  clear  indication  of 
its  temper  towards  the  Government,  for 
the  degradation   of   its   President  was  a 
mere  preliminary  to  an  assault  of  a  similar 
character  upon  Government  officials.  The 
President  was  vaguely  charged  with  de- 
meaning his  office  by  interested  association 
with  persons  in  inferior  social  positions, 
and  the  same  accusation  was  preferred  in 
even  vaguer  terms  against  Government 
officials.     There   was    not   the  smallest 
room  to  credit   the  formulators  of  this 
charge  with  sincerity,  the  charge  itself 
being  ridiculously  inconsistent   with  the 
general  principles  of  liberalism  professed 
by  them,  and  the  method  of  preferring 
it  being  purposely  designed  to  prevent 
an  understanding  and  provoke  a  collision. 
This  spirit   of   wholesale    hostility  was 
further  displayed  in  the  House's  treatment 
of  the  Budget.    The  Government,  in  the 
preceding  session,  had  pledged  itself,  in 
compliance  with  Imperial  instructions,  to 
undertake    administrative    reforms  with 
economic  bearings,  _and  the  House  had 
definitely  accepted  the  pledge,  this  mutual 
agreement  being  testified  by  a  compromise 
on  the  question  of  the  Budget.    In  pursu- 
ance of  its  promise,  the  Government  ela- 
borated and  put  into  operation  a  scheme 
of  reforms  which  rendered  possible  further 
Budgetary  reductions  aggregating  several 
millions  of  yen.    But  the  Committee  of  the 
House  behaved  just  as  though  no  reforms 
had  been  effected.   They  assumed  for  their 
own  alterations  of  the  Budget  exactly  the 
same  bases  as  those  devised  by  them  at 
the  commencement  of  the  preceding  ses- 
sion,  prior  to  the  understanding  with  the 
Government,  and  prior  to  the  latter's  re- 


formatory measures.  They  did  not  even 
give  themselves  the  trouble  to  examine 
the  motives  and  scope  of  the  Government's 
reforms,  and  they  persisted  in  trespassing 
on  the  Imperial  Prerogative  by  invading 
the  domain  of  official  salaries,  which  the 
Constitution  explicitly  reserves  to  Imperial 
control,  although  in  so  doing  they  had  to 
interfere  with  an  arrangement  specially 
fixed  by  Imperial  Edict  a  few  months' 
previously.  Harmonious  cooperation  be- 
tween two  parties  within  the  lines  of  a 
certain  system  is  plainly  impossible  when 
one  side  insists  upon  ignoring  those  lines, 
and  over-riding  them  at  its  convenience. 

There  remains  the  question  of  the  em- 
pire's foreign  relations.    We  have  already 
had  the  liberal  and  re-assuring  statement 
of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
on  this  subject.    We  now  have  the  con- 
firmatory declarations  of  the  Minister  Pre- 
sident of  State.    Nothing  could  be  more 
satisfactory  than  Count  ITO'S  pronounce- 
ment:— "  The  Government  is  opposed  to 
that  pettiness  which  exults  in  the  subjec- 
tion of  people  from  distant  realms  to 
vexatiously  conceived  inconveniences  and 
disadvantages."    In    such    a    policy  the 
present  Cabinet  can  have  no  act  or  part. 
As  for  Treaty  Revision,  the  Ministers  of 
the  CROWN  are  resolved  to  accomplish  it. 
Past  failures  have  not  daunted  them.  They 
will  pursue  to  achievement  the  country's 
great  aim.    In  the  context  of  this  promise 
there  is  a  significant  declaration  : — "  The 
Government  is  convinced  that  Japan  is  not 
called  upon  permanently  and  indefinitely 
to  sacrifice  her  rights  by  complying  with 
the  existing  Treaties."     Failing  to  obtain 
Revision  on  reasonable  terms  and  after 
due  diplomatic  effort,  she  will  resort  to 
other  means  of  shaking  off  her  fetters. 
But  there  shall  be  no  recourse  to  un- 
dignified and  unworthy  methods,  such  as 
those  suggested  in  the  Representation 
which  the  House  was  about  to  discuss 
when  the  sentence  of  dissolution  inter- 
rupted its  debates.     The   Minister  Pre- 
sident declares  his  conviction  that  the 
nation  at  large  would  never  endorse  such 
methods,  and  that  their  advocacy  by  a 
majority  of  the  Lower  House  was  wholly  a 
matter  of  party  tactics  :  that,  in  short,  their 
advocates  did  not  hesitate  to  subserve  the 
most  serious  questions  of  foreign  inter- 
course to  the  petty  purposes  of  party  poli- 
tics. "  Such  men,"  says  Count  Ito,  "  must 
be  considered  triflers  with  the  grave  and 
important  interests  of  the  Empire."  To 
say  that  the  House  should  have  been  allow- 
ed to  debate  the  Representation,  and  that 
dissolution  prior  to  debate  involved  a  pre- 
mature assumption  of  the  majority's  mood, 
is  mere  persiflage.    The  result  of  a  debate 
and  a  division  admitted  of  no  doubt  what- 
ever,  and  when   the   Opposition  Peers 
contend  that  some  shadowy  disrespect 
was  shown  for  the  H*ouse's  dignity  by 
this  summary  method  of  procedure,  they 
conveniently  ignore  the  substantial  con- 
tempt uniformly  and  violently  displayed 
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by  the  House  towards  the  Government  and 
its  measures.  Reckless  of  the  laws  con- 
trolling its  procedure,  indifferent  to  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution 
on  its  functions,  careless  of  the  Imperial 
behests,  setting  the  aims  of  parly  politics 
above  the  interests  of  the  nation,  practis- 
ing obstruction  for  obstruction's  sake, 
effectually  impeding  useful  legislation, 
prostituting  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
empire  to  the  purposes  of  political  pole- 
mics, and  converting  the  Diet  into  a  mere 
arena  for  baiting  the  Administration — 
surely  the  Japanese  nation  would  be  in- 
sulted by  the  supposition  that  it  was  properly 
represented  by  such  Representatives. 


TWO  FAMOUS  AND  HONOURED 
SPIES. 
 ♦  

ON  the  25th  of  November  last  an  impos- 
ing monument  in  the  City  Hall  Park 
of  New  York  was  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  Nathan  Hale,  who  suffered  death  as  a 
spy  during  the  American  war  of  revolu- 
tion. The  occasion  was  one  of  peculiar 
interest  to  local  historians,  several  of 
whom  united  in  an  endeavour  to  throw 
light  upon  certain  details  of  the  young 
soldier's  execution  and  burial  which  have 
hitherto  been  hidden  in  obscurity.  Through 
their  diligent  efforts  many  interesting  facts 
have  been  discovered,  tending  to  modify 
the  long  accepted  conviction  that  WASH- 
INGTON'S secret  messenger  was  treated 
with  exceptional  severity  after  his  capture 
by  the  British,  and  was  hurried  to  his  end 
with  a  brutal  disregard  of  the  usages  of 
war.  Incidentally  these  researches,  under- 
taken chiefly  by  members  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  have  brought 
into  prominence  various  circumstances 
connected  with  the  tragic  adventure  in 
which  another  famous  spy  lost  his  life. 
There  has  always  been  an  impression  that 
the  fate  of  Nathan  Hale  had  some  bear- 
ing upon  that  of  JOHN  ANDRE,  notwith- 
standing the  lapse  of  four  years  between 
the  two  events;  and  the  recent  investi- 
gations were  consequently  carried  beyond 
the  original  object  of  inquiry,  and  in  their 
range  included  the  English,  as  well  as  the 
American,  victim  of  martial  law. 

The  evidence  now  collected  seems  to 
demonstrate  conclusively  that  Hale's 
doom  was  not  taken  into  material  con- 
sideration by  the  tribunal  which  pro- 
nounced sentence  upon  ANDRE.  The 
association  of  the  two  names  may  in  the 
first  place  have  grown  out  of  the  record 
left  by  Major  TALLMADGE,  to  whose 
charge  ANDRE  was  committed  immedi- 
ately after  the  latter's  apprehension.  The 
British  officer  took,  or  affected  to  take,  so 
light  a  view  of  his  position  that  TALL- 
MADGE  was  reluctant  to  reveal  the  in- 
evitable truth,  and  sought  to  prepare  his 
prisoner  by  recalling  the  penalty  inflicted 
upon  HALE,  and  pointing  out  that  the  two 
cases  would  be  regarded  as  identical  by 
Americans.    The  example  of  HALE  pre- 


sented itself  most  naturally,  since  IlALK 
and  TALLMADGE  had  been  classmates  and 
comrades  at  Yale  College  ;  but  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  the  idea  of  perform- 
ing an  act  of  retribution  existed  in  any- 
body's mind.  There  had  been,  in  the 
interval,  numerous  executions  of  spies  on 
both  sides,  and  Hale's  death  had  occurred 
under  conditions  which  made  his  name 
almost  forgotten,  for  the  time.  Only  his 
nearest  companions,  of  whom  TALLMADGE 
was  one,  would  have  been  likely  to  think 
of  it  in  the  confusion  of  those  exciting 
days.  No  acknowledgement  of  Hale's  un- 
dertaking was  ever  made  by  WASHINGTON 
or  by  any  of  those  who  would  have  profited 
by  the  perilous  Long  Island  expedition, 
had  it  proved  successful.  His  fate  was 
rarely  alluded  to,  except  by  intimate 
friends.  The  presumption  that  ANDRE 
was  harshly  judged  because  of  the  con- 
demnation of  HALE  is  entirely  swept  away. 

Another  question  long  in  dispute  is  also 
disposed  of; — that  of  the  opinion  of 
ANDRE'S  Court  Martial  with  respect  to  his 
liability  to  the  extremest  penalty.  It  has 
been  held  by  many  that  if  he  had  followed 
the  orders  of  his  commanding  officer,  and 
made  no  attempt  to  disguise  himself,  he 
might  at  least  have  escaped  the  degrada- 
tion of  death  by  hanging,  which  was  the 
only  circumstance  to  which  he  could,  not 
be  reconciled.  The  willingness  of  several 
American  officers  of  high  rank  to  in- 
tercede in  his  behalf,  to  the  extent  of 
supporting  his  petition  that  he  be  accord- 
ed a  soldier's  execution,  has  been  con- 
strued as  a  partial  admission  of  his  claim 
to  exemption  from  the  worst  ignominy,  and 
as  evidence  of  an  uncertainty  on  this  point 
in  the  minds  of  his  judges.  But  it  now  ap- 
pears that  the  highest  authorities  on  inter- 
national law  were  expressly  consulted  by 
the  board  of  general  officers  before  whom  he 
was  tried,  and  that  the  decision  was  given 
without  an  opposing  voice.  Even  if  ANDRE 
had  worn  his  uniform  throughout, — as  he 
did  in  the  interview  with  ARNOLD,  and  until 
a  short  time  preceding  his  detection, — he 
would  have  been  held  amenable  to  the 
charge  of  "  suborning  and  seducing"  the 
enemy,  with  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
surrender  of  an  important  post.  His 
request  to  be  shot  was  therefore  refused 
as  "contrary  to  the  practice  and  usage  of 
war,"  and  "  the  indulgence  he  solicited  " 
was  declared,  "  circumstanced  as  he  was, 
inadmissible." 

From  an  English  point  of  view,  the  most 
disagreeable  result  of  the  late  investigations 
is  the  discovery  that  the  remains  exhumed 
in  182 1  from  ANDRE'S  supposed  grave,  and 
conveyed  for  interment  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  may  not  have  been  those  of  the 
man  upon  whom  his  King  and  countrymen 
desired  to  confer  this  posthumous  honour. 
The  testimony  gathered  and  carefully  ex- 
amined, though  in  some  respects  conflict- 
ing, strongly  indicates  that  immediately 
after  being  cut  down  from  the  gallows, 
ANDRE'S  body    was  delivered,  with  his 


clothes  and  other  effects,  to  his  s<  1  vanl, 
and  was  at  once  miried  through  the  lines 

to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  camp  in  New 

York.  Letters  believed  to  have  been 
written  by  actual  witnesses  are  pub- 
lished, describing  the  transportation  of 
the  corpse  from  the  place  of  execution  to 
a  boat  which  awaited  it,  by  permission,  on 
the  Hudson  River.  It  is  true  that  no 
sufficient  explanation  is  given  of  the  failure 
to  record  the  burial  in  New  York,  suppos- 
ing it  to  have  taken  place,  but  this  nega- 
tive circumstance  can  scarcely  controvert 
the  explicit  assurance  that  no  burial  oc- 
curred within  the  American  lines,  and 
several  probable  reasons  are  suggested  for 
the  English  General's  unwillingness,  at 
that  particular  time,  to  make  the  event 
needlessly  notorious.  It  is  known  that 
the  remains  unearthed  in  1821  were  not 
clothed  in  uniform,  and  the  belief  was 
freely  expressed,  by  many  who  assisted  in 
the  proceedings,  that  the  bones  carried  to 
England  were  those  of  an  unknown 
deserter  from  the  continental  army,  who 
had  been  hanged  at  the  common  execution 
ground  of  1780.  When  Mr.  Cyrus  Field 
erected  a  monument  to  Andre,  about 
fourteen  years  ago,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  identify  even  the  traditional  spot  of 
interment,  and  the  shaft  was  set  up  with- 
out any  definite  information  as  to  the 
correct  locality.  It  was  proposed  by 
Dean  Stanley,  for  whose  personal  grati- 
fication Mr.  Field  offered  to  build  the 
memorial,  that  the  ground  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood should  be  thoroughly  searched 
for  traces  of  the  dead  soldier ;  but  as 
no  trustworthy  land-marks  remained,  this 
suggestion  was  not  carried  out.  The  at- 
tempt would  in  any  case  have  been  fruit- 
less, if  we  may  credit  the  statements 
understood  to  have  been  written  by  per- 
sons who  were  present  at  ANDRE'S  death. 

With  regard  to  HALE,  the  principal  dis- 
closures bear  upon  the  usage  he  received 
in  his  last  hours.  It  has  always  been 
asserted  that  he  was  subjected  to  the 
grossest  indignities  at  the  hands  of  the 
British  provost-marshal,  CUNNINGHAM,  and 
that  inhuman  efforts  were  made  to  break 
down  the  courage  and  calmness  with  which 
he  met  his  fate.  It  now  appears  possible 
that  the  evil  reputation  of  CUNNINGHAM, 
who  was  the  WlRZ  of  that  period,  may 
have  been  answerable  for  the  worst  reports 
of  his  barbarity  toward  this  particular 
prisoner.  Of  the  stories  heretofore  accept- 
ed as  authentic,  the  most  painful  are  not 
substantiated  by  direct  proof,  while  it  is 
ascertained  that  HALE  was  to  some  extent 
under  the  protection  of  a  worthy  and 
honourable  officer,  Captain  MONTRESSOR, 
who  was  a  spectator  at  the  excution,  and 
who  took  pains  to  carry  out  the  sufferer's 
final  wishes.  It  is  believed  that  we  owe  to 
Montressor  the  preservation  of  Hale's 
impressive  words  on  the  scaffold.  That  the 
provost  marshal's  demeanor  was  offensive, 
and  his  language  to  the  condemned  man 
threatening  and  violent,  seems  to  be  fairly 
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established  ;  but  the  evidence  of  ill-treat- 
ment goes  no  farther. 

The  imposing  ceremonies  at  the  unveil- 
ing of  the  statue  in  New  York,  and  the 
tributes  paid  to  the  young  hero's  simple 
faith  and  devotion,  were  most  effective  in 
demonstrating  that  the  judgment  of  man- 
kind cannot  always  be  controlled  by  arbi- 
trary and  conventional  standards  of  honour 
or  disgrace.    In  all  ages  and  countries,  the 
office  of  the  spy  has  been  held  up  to  con- 
tumely, and  a  stain  has  been  supposed 
to  rest  upon  the  character  of  the  men  who 
have  accepted  it.    The  odium  attached  to 
the  position  has  been  largely  if  not  wholly 
due  to  the  degrading  penalty  consequent 
upon  detection.    Insufficient  consideration 
has  been  given  to  the  fact  that  by  the 
stress  of  this  penalty  the  importance  of 
the  duty  may  be    accurately  measured. 
Officers  of  rank  and  intelligence  shrink 
from  the  prospect  of  a  felon's  death,  and 
it  is  to  prevent  all  such  from  volunteering 
for  a  service  in  which  they  can  perhaps 
defeat  their  enemy's  most  elaborate  plans 
that  they  are  made  liable  to  what  they 
deem  an  infamous  fate.     Physical  danger 
does  not  daunt  the  soldier,  but  the  fear  of 
the  hangman  overpowers  him.    It  is,  how- 
ever, a  very  short-sighted  fear,   as  the 
events  we  are  here  reviewing  clearly  show. 
ANDRE'S  buoyant  spirit  was  crushed  only 
when  he  learned  that  he  must  die  by  the 
halter.    Let  us  suppose  that  he  had  re- 
fused to  act  as  a  spy  ;  or  that  he  had 
completed  his  errand  in  safety  ;  or  that 
WASHINGTON  had  been  merciful.    In  either 
of  these  cases  he  would  have  escaped  the 
gallows,  but  there  is  little  likelihood  that 
he  would  ever  have  gained  the  prize  upon 
which  the  hope  of  one  so  great  as  NELSON 
was  bent  in  his  hour  of  trial, — a  grave  in 
Westminster   Abbey.    Except  as  a  spy, 
he  would  probably  have  been  as  entirely 
unknown  to  history  as  the  average  of  the 
young  officers  who  served  in  Clinton's 
army.    Is  it  conceivable  that  he  would 
have  felt  the  stigma  of  his  execution  so 
bitterly  if  he  had  foreseen  the  recompense 
that  awaited  him  forty  years  later  ?  How- 
ever this  might  have  been,  we  are  now 
taught  that  the  office  which  military  autho- 
rity stamps  with  obloquy  may  be  elevated 
to  dignity  and  renown  by  public  opinion. 
We  see  that  the  form  of  death  which  Andre 
dreaded  and    Hale  invited    is  scarcely 
thought  of  in  connection  with  their  destiny. 
How  they  died  concerns  no  man  in  these 
days;  that  they  died  in  the  loyal  fulfilment 
of   their  duty  crowns  their  names  with 
honour  and  ennobles  their  memory. 


THE  TONTINE  SYSTEM  OF  LIFE 
INSURANCE. 


By  the  appointment  of  Lieut.-General  H.  Row- 
lands, V.C.,  C.B.,  lo  the  command  of  the  tioops 
in  Scotland,  the  post  of  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of 
Loudon,  W011I1X400  pei  annum, lias  become  vacant. 
The  post,  wllich  can  only  be  held  by  a  general  on 
the  active  list,  counts  as  full-pay  service,  has  been 
given  to  Genetal  J.  H.  Dunne,  a  late  commandant 
of  the  Chatham  District.  General  Dunne,  who 
'is  one  of  the.  youngest  officers  of  his  rank  in  the 
atltlVi  being  only  fifty-eight  yeais  old,  sei  ved  in 
the  Ciunea  and  China  campaigns,  and  has  been 
unemployed  for  neaily  five  yettis. 


IT  has  always  been  recognised  that  under 
the  old  familiar  system  of  life  insurance 
a  long  life  was  distinctly  disadvantageous 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  insured.  The 
ideally  fortunate  man — setting  aside  the 
value  of  his  life  to  himself — was  he  that 
died  immediately  after  the  payment  of  his 
first  premium,  thus  securing  to  his  heirs  a 
large  sum  of  money  in  return  for  a  verA" 
small  outlay.    Per  contra,  the  man  who 
lived  fifty  or  sixty  years  after  effecting  an 
insurance  on  his  life,  found  himself,  at  the 
end  of  the  chapter,  in  an  incomparably 
worse  situation  than  he  would  have  been 
had  he  banked,  year  by  year,  at  a  reason- 
able rate  of  interest,  the  amounts  paid  in 
the  form  of  premiums.     That  inequality 
could  not  be  avoided,  of  course,  so  long 
as  the  average  duration  of  life  was  taken 
on  the  sole  basis  for  calculating  premia  : 
those  who  lived  beyond  the  average  had 
to  pay  compensation  for  those  whose  lives 
did  not  attain  to  it.    To  remedy  the  defect 
various  plans  were  introduced,  such  as  an 
arrangement  by  which,  in  consideration  of 
a  higher  premium,  the  insured  received 
a  fully  paid-up  policy  at  the  end   of  a 
fixed  number  of  years,  or  became  from 
the  first  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  profits 
made  by   the  company    with   which  he 
was  insured,  and  so  forth.    To  American 
offices,  however,  we  owe  a  radical  depar- 
ture from    stereotyped  grooves.  They 
introduced  the  "  tontine  system."  Briefly 
described,  the  tontine  system  admits  the 
insured  to  partnership  with  the  insurer  for 
a  fixed  term  of  years.    If  the  insured  die 
before   the  end  of  the  fixed   term,  his 
heirs  become  entitled  to  the  sum  for  which 
his   life    is    insured,  and   nothing  more. 
If  he  live  beyond  that  term,  then  he  reaps 
the  benefit  of  his  longevity  by  becoming 
entitled  either  to  the  cash  value  of  his 
policy  at  the  time — a  value  supposed  to 
be  always  considerably  more  than  the  total 
amount  disbursed  in  the  form  of  premia — 
or  to  a  fully  paid-up  policy  warranting  his 
heirs  to  receive  at  his  death  a  sum  also 
considerably  larger  than  the  amount  origi- 
nally insured  ;  or  to  an  annuity  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life  together  with  the 
originally  insured  sum  at  death.    In  return 
for  these  benefits,  he. has  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  premium  than  that  charged  under 
the  ordinary  system.    It  must  be  observed, 
however,  that  the  insuring  office  does  not 
guarantee  the  precise  value  of  the  above 
benefits  in  each  case.   It  only  estimates  the 
value,  and  the  estimate  is  of  course  sub- 
ject to  such  errors  as  are  inseparable  from 
all  human  calculations.    In  other  words, 
the  insuring  company  believes  that  it  can 
conduct  it  affairs  with  sufficient  success  to 
be   able    to    hold  out  to  the  insured  a 
tolerably  certain  chance  of  certain  tempt- 
ing   results,    and   it  invites  him  to  sub- 
scribe a  sum  of  money  yearly  in  order 
to  become   eligible  for  that  chance.  It 


does  indeed  pledge  itself,  in  the  event  of 
his  death,  to  pay  to  his  heirs  a  definite 
amount,  but  with  regard  to  the  advantages 
accruing  from  extended  life,  it  makes  no 
hard-and-fast  promise.  There  thus  arises 
for  the  general  public  a  very  interesting 
question,  namely  how  far  have  events 
justified  the  estimates  formed  by  tontine 
companies?  What  guarantee  does  past 
experience  furnish  as  to  the  value  of  the 
chances  which  a  man  purchases  by  insur- 
ing his  life  with  such  a  company?  A  re- 
ply to  these  questions  is  furnished  by  the 
Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company,  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  known  associations 
of  the  kind  in  the  United  States;  a 
company  that  has  paid  over  twelve  mil- 
lions sterling  for  death  claims  during  the 
past  ten  years,  no  less  than  68  per  cent,  of 
the  claims  being  settled  on  the  day  of  pre- 
sentation. The  Equitable  has  recently 
published  the  following  advertisement: — 
The  following  are  the  results  of  Policies  issued 
in  1873  which  matuied  in  1893  on  a  basis  of  £1,000 


in  the  Undermentioned  Society  :  — 

Twenty-year  Endowment  Policies. 


Age  at  time  of  Annual 
issue  in  1873.  Premium 


Total  Premiums 
Paid  during 
20  years. 


£     s.  d. 

38  ••••5°  17  6 

35  49  IS  10 

30  48  10  10 

Ordinary  Life 


~  a  3-5  =  °  a 

3      =  0.  Q.5  P.S 

«  '£  >>" 
>  «—  i»tl!  =  • 
.c  00  "  3  o  u  c 

U.50o  a.aS  a  S 
£  £ 


£      s.  d. 

1,01710     O... 1,684. ..2, 980 

995  16    8...  1,653. -3.  Ho 
970  16    8. ..1, 619. ,.3, 470 
Policies — (Twenty  Years 
Tontine). 


Age.       Premium.   Total  Premium. 
£     1.     d.       £      s.  d. 

38  29    3    4...  583    6  8. 

35  26    7    6...  527  10  o. 

30  22  14    2...  454    3  4. 

These  figures,  our  readers 

show  actual  results,  and  it 

mitted    that  thev   are  most 


Cash  Paid-up 
Value.  Policies. 
£  £ 
,    726... 1,290 
,  644...I.220 
.    532. ..I, I40 

will  observe, 
must  be  ad- 


they  are  most  favourable. 
But,  curiously  enough,  a  correspondent  of 
ihe  London  Economist,  whose  letter  ap- 
pears in  that  journal  on  December  2nd, 
tells  a  somewhat  different  story.  He  in- 
stances the  case  of  a  policy  for  £2,000 
effected  in  1873  on  a  life  aged  38,  which 
matured  in  1893,  and  he  gives  the  follow- 
ing figures  showing  the  difference  between 
the  Company's  original  estimates  and  the 
results  actually  obtained  : — 


Estimate. 


Actual  Results 

£        s  d 

..1,451  16  C 


Cash  value  at  maturity ...2,396  o 
The    assured    may  then 
draw    out,  continuing 

policy  at  same  premiumi, 738  6  o...  794  2  O 
Or  have  a  paid-up  policy 

for  4,520   o   o..*2,570   o  O 

Or  an  annuity  during  life 

and  the£2,000  at  death, 

of    143  18   o...  7160 

— and  the  information,  "  This  amount,  together 
with  regular  annual  dividends  beginning  at  same 
lime,  can  lie  used  heieafter  in  the  payment  of  pre- 
miums. If  a  balance  remains  after  the  payment 
of  a  premium,  it  will  be  paid  to  the  beneficiaries 
under  the  policy."  < 

*  Subject  to  evidence  of  good  health. 

Commenting  on  this  letter,  the  Econom- 
ist itself  gives  another  example  of  a  policy 
for  £2,000,  effected  in  1873,  having  a 
tontine  period  of  15  years  : — 

Estimate  Given  Actual  Results 
Options.  in  1853  in  1888. 

(a)  Paid-up  policy   £2,920   £1,838 

(b)  Cash  sin  render  value.    1,434    9°8 

(c)  Cash  profits    931    4°6 

There  is  no  burking  the  fact  that  we  have 
here  a  very  marked  discrepancy  between 


Feb.  17,  1804] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


original  calculations  and  actual  results 
and  it  appears  to  be  admitted — judging 
from  the  letter  of  another  correspondent 
who  undertakes  to  answer  the  former  in 
the  columns  of  the  same  journal — that 
the  original  estimates  were  too  sanguine 
But  there  is  one  point  to  be  noted  before 
we  attempt  to  compare  the  results  ad 
vertised  by  the  Equitable  with  the  results 
given   in  the  Economist.    It  is  that  the 
premium  paid  in  the  case  quoted  by  the 
Economist 's  correspondent  was  only  £58 
6s.  8d.,  a  rate  smaller  by  nearly  one-half 
than  that  given  in  the  Equitable's  table  of 
results  for  a  corresponding  life.    The  pre 
mia  paid  in  the  Economist's  example  ag 
gregated  £1,166  13s.  4d.  in  twenty  years, 
and  the  cash  value  of  the    policy  was 
£1,451  16s.,  so  that  the  insured  person  was 
offered  in  cash  £285  2s.  8d.  more  than  the 
total  of  his  annual  payments.    That  is  not 
at  all  a  bad  result,  though  it  falls  consider 
ably  short  of  the  original  estimate.  Neither 
is  it  a  bad  result  that  a  man  who  has  paid  a 
sum  of  £1,166  13s.  4d.,  spread  over  a  period 
of  20  years,  finds  himself  at  58  with  a  policy 
involving  no  further  outlay  to  keep  up, 
and  assuring  to  his  heirs  a  sum  of  £2,570, 
Nevertheless,  the  fact  remains  that,  good 
as  these  results  are,  they  are  by  no  means 
as  good  as  the  insured  was  led  to  antici- 
pate at  the  time  of  taking  out  the  policy, 
and  it  therefore  becomes  a  question  of 
very  great  interest  to  learn  how  the  results 
now  published  by  the  Equitable  compare 
with  the  estimates  put  forward  by  that 
Company  when  the  policies  referred  to 
were  taken  out  twenty  years  ago.    If  dis- 
crepancies like  that  shown  in  the  Econo- 
mist's correspondent's  case  have  to  be  ad- 
mitted for  the  past,  what  conclusion  may 
be  formed  as  to  the  future.  In  other  words, 
if  the  Company's  estimates  have  been  so  far 
falsified  by  results  during  the  past  twenty 
years,  how  far  may  those  results  be  accept- 
ed for  the  working  of  the  next  twenty? 


MR.  FUKUZAWA. 


MR.  FUKUZAWA,  otherwise  the  Sage 
of  Mita,  has  emerged,  according  to 
some  observers,  from  his  philosophical  re- 
treat, and  now  stands  in  the  political  arena 
The  basis  of  this  assertion  is  that  three 
Instructors  in  the  Keio  Gijuku,  Mr.  Fuku- 
ZAWA'S  College,  have  presented  them- 
selves as  candidates  for  election  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  They  stand 
in  the  Radical  interest  and  appeal  to  the 
constituencies  under  Radical  auspices. 
The  Kokkai,  assuming  the  truth  of  this 
view,  is  very  severe  upon  Mr.  FuKUZAWA. 
It  alleges  that  he  is  acting  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Counts  Inouye,  Goto,  and  Ita- 
GAKI,  who  have  repeatedly  endeavoured 
to  enlist  his  cooperation  for  securing  the 
return  of  members  who  shall  exercise  a 
moderating  effect  upon  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  help  to  divert  Japanese 


extreme  groove.  Mr.  Ki/KU/.AWA,  accord- 
ing to  the  Kokkai,  has  yielded  to  these  re- 
presentations, and  in  doing  so  "has  mad< 
a  great  mistake.  It  is  line  that  since 
1877  he  has  lost  the  power  he  once 
possessed  of  persuading  society,  but  he 
has  always  enjoyed  the  respect  of  his 
countrymen  as  a  leader  of  enlightened 
progress.  Now,  however,  we  can  only 
feel  pity  that  the  weakness  of  old  age  has 
betrayed  him  into  lending  the  influence  of 
his  paper  and  of  his  College  to  bolster  up 
the  cause  of  Clan  Government 

We  trust  that  the  Kokkai s  inference  as  to 
Mr.  FUKUZAWA'S  attitude  is  correct,  but 
from  the  comments  inspired  by  that  infer- 
ence we  dissent  in  toto.    They  seem  to  us 
to  betray  all  the  superficiality  and  want  of 
insight  that  disfigure  so  many  journalistic 
utterances  in  Japan  at  present.    Into  the 
source  of  the  Meiji  statesmen's  tenure  of 
power,  we  need  not  pause  to  make  any 
scrutiny.    The  main  fact,  not  to  be  dis- 
puted by  even  the  most  violent  members 
of  the  Opposition,  is   that  there  live  in 
history  no  body  of  administrators  who 
have  conferred  more  substantial  benefits 
on   their  country   than    the   men  whom 
their  opponents  now  seek  to  discredit  by 
applying  to  them  the  epithet,  "Clan  crea- 
tures."   The  experience  of  all  time  demon- 
strates that  a   nation  has  the  rulers  it 
deserves  to  have.    Whether  it  invariably 
deserves  the  rulers  it  has,  may  be,  per- 
haps,   a   slightly  different    question.  If 
Clan  influence  has  been,  as  some  critics 
allege,  a  chief  factor  of  political  stability 
in  Japan  ever  since  the  Restoration,  it  is 
beyond  doubt  that    Clan    influence  was 
needed,  and  the  country  owes  it  a  debt  of 
gratitude  whatever  may  now  be  the  desire 
to  substitute  a  new  system.    We  do  not  by 
any  means  hold  to  the  doctrine  that  what- 
ever is  is  right.   The  polity  of  a  nation  must 
be  judged,  like  all  other  human  institutions, 
by  its  fruits.    Had  the  administration  of 
the  so-called  "  clan  statesmen  "  in  Japan 
been  productive  of  evil  for  the  country, 
we  should  join  heartily  in  condemning  it. 
But  it  has  not  been  productive  of  evil.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  been  productive  of 
signal  good.     Under  it  the   nation  has 
made  really  remarkable  progress.  Under 
it  the  finances  of  the  State  have  been 
brought  from  utter  confusion  and  seem- 
ingly hopeless  embarrassment   to  a  tho- 
roughly   sound    and    prosperous  condi- 
tion.   Under  it  trade  and  industry  have 
flourished  to  a  degree  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  the  empire.    Under  it  Japan 
has  earned  from  the  West  respect  and 
goodwill  such  as  never  before  fell  to  the 
lot  of  an  Oriental  country.    Under  it  the 
people  have  been  conducted  quietly  and 
smoothly  from  a  military  feudalism  and 
an  absolute  sovereignty  to  free  institu- 
tions   and     constitutional  government. 
Under  it  the  harsh  and  insufficient  codes 
of  early  times  have  been  replaced  by  laws 
modelled  on  the  most  enlightened  prin- 


without  any  qualifications  save  the  ac- 
cidents of  place  and  favour,  there  have 
been   substituted   trained   legal  experts. 


Under  it  the  independence  of  the  Judiciary 
has  been  assured,  and  the  influence  of. 
the  Executive  eliminated  altogether  from 
Courts  of  Law.    Under  it  the  cosmos  of  a 
united  and  uniformly  governed  empire  has 
emerged  from  the    chaos   of   fifty  local 
autonomies  with   varying  laws  and  dis- 
similar  administrations.     Under    it  the 
blessing  of  absolute  security  of  life  and 
property  has  been  bestowed  on  the  nation. 
Under  it  the  country,  without  incurring 
any  inconvenient  debts,   has  come  into 
possession  of  all  the  chief  products  of  Oc- 
cidental civilization,  railways,  telegraphs, 
post  offices,  steamers,  an  efficient  military 
organization,  a  good  system  of  police  and 
prisons,    excellent  educational  facilities, 
many    fine    public    buildings,   and  other 
benefits  of  a  minor  character.    With  such  a 
record  before  us  how  can  we  possibly  join 
in  any  sweeping  condemnation  of  the  Meiji 
statesmen  ?    They  may  have  perpetrated 
blunders.    Amid  such  a  mass  of  multifari- 
ous undertakings,  such  a  labyrinth  of  new 
departures,  they  could  not  possibly  have 
avoided  all  errors  or  escaped  all  deviations 
from  the  best  route.    But  had  the  nation 
abler   hands    to  hold   the   reins?  Who 
shall  venture  to  answer  in  the  affirmative? 
The  time  has  come,  however,  when  men 
cry   out  against  the  clan  influences  that 
have  hitherto  lent  stability  to  the  Admini- 
stration and  enabled  it  to  accomplish  these 
remarkable  results.    Party  Cabinets  are 
now  the  shibboleth  of  political  agitators. 
Well,  to  Party  Cabinets  the  country  will 
come  eventually.    It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  doubt  that.    History  shows  that  Party 
Cabinets  are   the  inevitable  outcome  of 
constitutional  institutions.     But  history 
further  shows  that  Party  Cabinets  are  not 
at  all  the  least  faulty  of  human  devices, 
and  that  a  long  course  of  political  education 
is  necessary  before  the  inauguration  of  such 
a  system  can  be  guaranteed  against  serious 
dangers.   Has  Japan  undergoneasufficient- 
ly  thorough  course  of  education  to  be  fitted 
for  the  introduction  of  this  extreme  product 
of   democracy  ?    Are  Japanese  political 
parties  so  fully  organized,  have  they  such 
cohesion,  and  do  they  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation  to  such  a  degree  that 
they  can  be  trusted  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibilities of  administration  from  this  time 
forth  ?    No  prudent  person  can  honestly  an- 
swerthese  questions  in  the  affirmative.  The 
curse  of  the  country  at  present  is  that  its  ex- 
tra official  politics  are  directed  by  agitators 
who,  attaching  no  manner  of  importance 
to  the  measured  progress  that  can  alone 
be  pursued  with  safety,  would  carry  the 
country  at  one'bound  to  the  ultima  Thule 
of  constitutional  institutions.    These  are 
the  men  that  have  raised  the  anti-clan 
clamour,  seeking  thereby  to  obscure  the 
issue  really  at  stake,  and  to  delude  the 
masses  into  forgetting  that  the  question 


parliamentary  politics  from  their  present  ciples  of  jurisprudence,  and  for  magistrates  lies,  not  between  clan  influence  and  par- 
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liamentary  supremacy,  but  between  sound 
progress  and  reckless  revolution.  If  Mr. 
FUKUZAWA  appreciates  the  danger  of  suf- 
fering these  agitators  to  work  out  their 
wild  programme  unchecked,  no  act  of  his 
long  career  of  public  usefulness  does  him 
more  honour  than  his  now  rumoured  en- 
deavour to  promote  the  return  of  moderate 
members  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  is  not  the  act  of  a  misguided  dotard,  as 
the.  Kokkai  would  have  us  believe.  It  is 
the  act  of  a  wise  patriot. 


J  A  PA  IVES  E  J  URISDICTION. 
 ♦  

IT  is  certainly  a  matter  of  some  import- 
ance that  the  foreign  community  should 
not  be  gravely  misled  as  to  the  things  that 
may  be  expected  from  passing  under  Japan- 
ese Jurisdiction.  Therefore,  without  any 
idea  of  controversy,  but  solely  to  establish 
facts,  we  return  briefly  to  certain  allega- 
tions recently  advanced  and  subsequently 
iterated  by  the  Japan  Gazette  when 
tabulating  "the  grievances  under  which 
foreigners  would  labour  "  were  they  sub- 
jected to  Japanese  Jurisdiction.  The  al- 
legations were  four  :  first,  that  "  the  editor 
and  publisher  of  a  newspaper  could  be 
sent  to  jail  without  trial  ;  "  secondly,  that 
"policemen  would  be  able  to  enter  houses 
without  a  warrant;"  thirdly,  that  '.'men 
could  be  cast  into  prison  on  suspicion  and 
only  liberated  when  the  Authorities  chose 
to  consider  their  innocence  established  ;" 
and  fourthly,  that  "  women  would  be  mere 
chattels/'  subject  to  divorce  for  trivial  and 
insufficient  reasons.  We  do  not  propose 
to  make  any  special  reference  here  to  the 
fourth  point,  because  it  belongs  obviously 
to  a  different  category  from  the  rest.  With 
regard  to  the  first  three,  however,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  be  more  explicit  than 
we  have  hitherto  been.  We  shall  take  the 
points  seriatim. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  assertion  that 
"  public  censors  would  be  able  to  enter  a 
foreign  newspaper  office  and  *  *  send  the 
editor  and  publisher  to  jail  without  trial." 
We  have  shown,  and  we  now  repeat,  that 
this  is  totally  false.  No  Japanese  editor 
or  publisher  can  be  fined  or  imprisoned 
on  account  of  matter  appearing  in  his 
paper  except  after  regular  trial  in  a  Court 
of  Law  and  by  virtue  of  a  Judicial  sen- 
tence. It  is  therefore  untrue  to  say  that 
a  foreign  editor  or  publisher  would  be 
exposed  to  any  such  danger  were  he 
placed  under  Japanese  Jurisdiction.  The 
Japan  Gazette  has  not  attempted  to  repeat 
this  false  statement.  But  neither  has  it 
had  the  grace  to  acknowledge  its  flagrant 
perversion  of  the  truth. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  assertion  that 
"policemen  would  be  able  to  enter  a 
house  without  a  warrant,'''  the  XXVth 
Article  of  the  Japanese  Constitution  says: 
— "Except  in  the  cases  provided  for  in 
the  law,  the  house  of  no  Japanese  subject 
shall  be  entered  or  searched  without  his 


consent."  Now  the  criminal  laws  of  Japan 
are  embodied  in  two  Codes — the  Criminal 
Code  and  the  Code  of  Criminal  Pro- 
cedure— compiled  in  strict  accord  with  the 
most  enlightened  principles  of  modern 
Jurisprudence.  These  Codes  having  been 
subjected  to  close  scrutiny  by  eminent 
jurists  of  France,  Germany,  and  Belgium, 
were  unanimously  approved  as  thoroughly 
satisfactory  bodies  of  law.  Further, 
their  excellent  character  has  never  been 
challenged  even  by  the  bitterest  critics 
of  Japanese  Jurisdiction,  who,  however 
disposed  to  question  the  capabilities  of 
Japanese  criminal  Judges,  have  invari- 
ably been  constrained  to  acknowledge 
the  propriety  of  Japanese  criminal  laws. 
When,  therefore,  the  Constitution  is  quoted 
as  guaranteeing  inviolability  of  domicile 
within  the  limits  of  the  law,  and  when  the 
law  is,  in  effect,  the  law  of  Germany,  the 
law  of  Italy,  the  law  of  Belgium,  it  becomes 
apparently  impossible  to  throw  honest 
doubts  on  a  householder's  security  against 
arbitrary  police  intrusion.  But  nothing 
seems  impossible  to  the  Japan  Gazette 
It  cannot  attempt  to  deny  the  language 
of  the  Constitution.  That  admits  of  no 
misrepresentation  or  prevarication.  But 
it  can  make  false  statements  about  the 
law,  and  that  is  precisely  what  it  does. 
"  The  Constitution,"  it  declares,  "  provides 
explicitly  for  the  abuses  we  have  denounc- 
ed by  making  those  abuses  according  to 
law."  Now  if  that  assertion  stood  alone, 
our  contemporary's  readers  might  be  dis- 
posed to  assume  the  correctness  of  its 
knowledge  of  Japanese  law,  and  even 
to  believe  that,  despite  the  approving 
verdict  of  eminent  European  jurists, 
the  law  of  this  empire  permitted  the 
police  freely  to  enter  houses  without  a  war- 
rant. But  the  Japan  Gazette  is  sufficient- 
ly injudicious  to  quote  the  law  upon  which 
it  bases  its  charge,  and  in  so  doing  it  con- 
victs itself  of  a  performance  for  which  we 
shall  leave  our  readers  to  choose  an 
epithet.  For  it  inserts  in  the  quoted  pro- 
vision words  which  do  not  occur  at  all  in 
the  original,  words  which  radically  alter 
the  character  of  the  law,  words  in  whose 
absence  the  Gazette's  assertion  would  be 
utterly  baseless,  but  whose  pretended 
presence  fully  justifies  that  assertion.  The 
58th  Article  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Pro- 
cedure is  thus  quoted  by  the  Japan 
Gazette : — 

Judicial  police,  Policemen,  or  Gendarmes,  in 
llie  exeicise  of  their  functions  may,  whenever  they 
are  aware  of  or  have  reason  to  suspect  the  actual 
commission  of  offences  coming  into  the  category 
of  major  crimes,  or  minor  ciimes  deserving  impri- 
sonment, arrest  the  offender  without  awaiting  a 
warrant. 

The  italics  here  are  our  own.  We  employ 
them  to  indicate  the  words  falsely  inserted 
by  the  Japan  Gazette  in  what  purports  to 
be  a  verbatim  transcript  of  the  58th 
Article  of  the  Criminal  Code.  Relying  on 
those  words,  the  Japan  Gazette  proceeds 
to  say  : — "  If  Japanese  Jurisdiction  were 
in  force,  it  would  only  be  necessary  for  a 
constable  to  imagine  that  cards  were  being 


played  in  a  private  house  for  him  to  rush 
in  without  a  warrant,  to  arrest  the  people 
on  the  spot,  and  carry  them  off  to  prison, 
there  to  await  trial.  *  *  *  *  On 
suspicion  of  gambling  a  policeman  could 
enter  any  and  every  house  without  a  war- 
rant." Now  no  such  words  occur  in  the 
Article  quoted.  Here  is  the  official  French 
translation  of  the  Article  in  question,  to 
which  we  append  an  English  version  for 
the  convenience  of  those  that  do  not  read 
French  : — 

Tout  officier  de  police  judicaire,  tout  agent  de 
police,  tout  gendarme,  se  trouvant  dans  I'exercise 
de  ses  /auctions,  qui  surprendra  au  individu  au 
moment  ou  it  commet  un  crime  ou  un  delit  de  na- 
ture a  entiatner  tin  imprisonnement,  devra  saisir 
le  dit  individu,  sans  qu'il  soit  besoin  de  mandat  ou 
d'ordre  d'arrestation. 

Eveiy  officer  of  judicial  police,  every  police 
agent,  every  gendarme,  who,  in  the  exeicise  of  his 
functions,  sin  prises  au  individual  at  the  moment 
when  he  commits  a  crime  or  a  delict  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  involve  imprisonment,  shall  seize  the 
said  individual,  without  there  being  need  of  a 
warrant  or  order  of  arrest. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  article  is  nothing 
more  than  a  provision,  existing  in  the  laws 
of  all  civilized  countries,  which  entitles 
the  police  to  apprehend  flagrant  offenders 
without  recourse  to  the  tedious  preliminary 
of  obtaining  a  warrant.  How  did  the 
Japan  Gazette  happen  to  insert  in  the 
Article  words  empowering  the  police  to 
enter  a  house  "on  suspicion"  without  a 
warrant,  words  totally  changing  the  nature 
of  the  law,  and  perverting  it  from  a  proper 
and  necessary  enactment  into  a  most  im- 
proper and  most  arbitrary  one  ?  Whence 
did  the  Japan  Gazette  procure  such  words? 
Without  them  the  Article  is  wholly  useless 
for  its  purpose.  With  them,  the  Gazette 
finds  legal  warrant  for  the  monstrous  false- 
hood that  Japanese  police  are  entitled  to 
break  into  a  house  on  the  chance  of  find- 
ing people  engaged  in  "  an  innocent  game 
of  whist  for  ten  cent  points."  We  repeat 
that  we  have  no  desire  to  fit  adjectives  to  the 
conduct  of  a  newspaper  which,  in  order  to 
support  its  own  false  position  and  togrossly 
mislead  the  public,  inserts  a  fictitious 
clause  into  the  body  of  a  law  that  it  pre- 
tends to  quote  verbatim. 

We  come  now  to  the  third  point,  name- 
ly : — "Men  could  be  cast  into  prison  on 
suspicion  and  only  liberated  when  the 
Authorities  chose  to  consider  their  inno- 
cence established."  Did  this  general  state- 
ment stand  thus,  it  might  be  fully  answered 
by  quoting  the  Constitution  and  referring 
to  the  acknowledged  character  of  Japanese 
criminal  law.  But  as  the  Japan  Gazette 
avowedly  places  its  chief  reliance  on  facts 
and  as  it  furnishes  two  illustrations  of  the 
abuse  it  condemns,  we  shall  briefly  examine 
its  illustrations.  The  Japanese  servant,  it 
tells  us,  of  a  foreign  barber  in  Yokohama, 
was  apprehended  by  the  police  in  the 
streets  of  Yokohama  when  apparently 
engaged  in  gambling.  In  examination 
before  a  magistrate  he  confessed  that  he 
had  been  gambling,  and  was  sentenced  to 
a  short  term  of  imprisonment.  Nothing 
could  be  simpler  or  more  in  accord  with 
common    experiences  everywhere.  But 
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what  does  the  Japan  Gazette  say  : — "  Mr. 
BATCHELOR  "  (the  barber,)  "who  knows 
the  lad  well,  asserts  that  he  was  not  a 
gambler,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  confidence 
in  him  has  taken  him  back  into  his  service/' 
That  is  the  one  of  the  Japan  Gazette's 
evidences  that  in  Japan  "  men  may  be  cast 
into  prison  on  suspicion  and  only  liberated 
when  the  Authorities  choose  to  consider 
their  innocence  established."    The  police 
arrest  a  Japanese  apparently  in  flagrante 
delicto  and  admittedly  forming  one  of  a 
group  engaged  about  a  lottery.    The  man 
confesses  his  guilt  and  is  imprisoned.  But 
the  foreign  barber,  his  master,  does  not 
believe  him  to  be  a  gambler,  and  takes  him 
back  into  his  service.    Therefore,  in  Japan 
"men  may  be  thrown  into  prison  on  sus 
picion  and  only  released  when  the  Autho 
rities  choose  to  consider  their  innocence 
established."    Could  anything  be  sillier 
or   more    inconsequential?     The  mere 
statement  of  the  "facts"  suffices  to  de 
monstrate  their  extravagance.    Now  let 
us  examine  the  Japan  Gazette's  second 
"fact": — "In  Japan,  Japanese  subjects 
are  constantly  summoned  by  a  messenger 
with  a  slip  of  paper,  called  a  Yobi-daski,  to 
go  at  once  to  the  police  station,  no  cause 
or  reason  for  the  summons  being  alleged. 
What  is  the  difference  whether  you  are 
arrested  in  your  own  house,  or  summoned 
to  go  at  once  to  the  police  station,  and 
arrested  there,  no  information  having  been 
sworn  or  warrant  issued?    It  is  an  abuse 
of  terms,  and  a  mere  fiction,  to  call  such 
a  process  an  arrest  by  warrant,  as  in 
England  or  France."    All  this  is  a  tissue 
of  the  grossest  misrepresentations.  Had 
the  Japan  Gazette  set  itself  deliberately 
to  falsely  state  the  law  of  Japan,  it  could 
not  have  succeeded  more  thoroughly.  It 
declares  that  "Japanese  subjects  are  con 
stantly  summoned  by  a  messenger  with  a 
slip  of  paper."    But  the  third  clause  of  the 
76th  Article  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Pro- 
cedure lays  down  that  "  mandates  to  appear 
shall  be  notified  to  the  person  summoned 
by  an  usher,  and  mandates  of  arrest  or  of 
detention  shall  be  executed  by|police agents 
and  gendarmes."    So  much  for  the  Japan 
Gazette's    "  messenger    with    a   slip  of 
paper."    It  further  alleges  that  persons  so 
summoned  are  required  to  go  "at  once  to 
the  police  station."    But  the  69th  Article 
of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  says: 
— "When  a  Judge  of  Instruction  issues 
a  mandate  to  appear  against  a  person 
suspected  of  a  crime  or  a  delict,  he  must 
suffer  a  delay  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours 
to  intervene  between  the  service  of  the 
summons  and  the  moment  fixed  for  the 
appearance  of   the  person  summoned." 
So  much  for  the  Japan  Gazette's  allega- 
tion that  "Japanese  subjects  are  constantly 
summoned  to  go  at  once  to  the  police 
station."    Finally,  this  extraordinarily  ill- 
informed  journal  writes: — "No  cause  or 
reason  for  the  summons  is  alleged."  But 
the  76th  Article  of  the  Code  of  Criminal 
Procedure  says:— "Every  mandate  shall 


contain  a  statement  of  the  accusation, 
together  with  the  name,  prenom,  pro- 
fession, and  domicile  of  the  person  against 
whom  the  mandate  is  issued."  And  the 
77th  Article  says: — "At  the  moment  of 
serving  a  mandate,  an  original  shall  be 
shown  to  the  accused  and  a  copy  shall  be 
given  to  him."  So  much  for  the  Japan 
Gazette's  assertion  that  "  no  cause  or  rea 
son  for  the  summons  is  alleged." 

These,  then,  are  the  laws  on  the  strength 
of  which  the  Japan  Gazette  declares  that 
"the  Constitution  provides  explicitly  for 
the  abuses  we  have  denounced  by  making 
those  abuses  according  to  law."  The 
''abuses"  it  formulates  are  three,  as  we 
have  shown.  The  first  is  an  invention, 
the  second  a  fabrication,  and  the  third  a 
tissue  of  false  statements. 

The  re  are  many  and  excellent  reasons 
to  be  found  for  the  attitude  of  those  who 
honestly  object  to  being  placed  under 
Japanese  Jurisdiction.  But  their  cause  is 
brought  into  supreme  ridicule  and  robbed 
of  all  title  to  respect  by  contentions  such 
as  those  we  have  referred  to  above. 


MEDITERRANEAN  FLEETS  AND 
NA  VAL  STA  TIONS. 


SINCE  the  publication  of  ex-Secretary 
Tracy's  estimate  of  the  relative  strength 
of  European  Powers  in  the  Mediterranean 
the  question  of  naval  superiority  has  re- 
ceived  unusual    attention    from  Englisl 
political    leaders,   and    has    twice  been 
made  the  subject  of  Parliamentary  dis- 
cussion.   On  the  first  occasion,  an  inquiry 
introduced  by  Mr.  EDWARD  GOURLAY,  an 
advanced  liberal,  respecting  the  extent  of 
dock  accommodation    at    Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  was  rather  curtly  disposed  of  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  who  said 
it  was  "not  consistent  with  the  public 
interest'1   to    disclose  the  condition  of 
affairs  at  the  two  stations  referred  to,  or  to 
make  known  the  number  of  ships  employ- 
ed in  guarding  them.    He" added  that  the 
Government  was  alive  to  the  important 
duty  of  maintaining  British  defences,  and 
warned  his  questioner  that  applications  for 
information  of  this  kind  "  might  provoke 
mischief."    The  House  of  Commons  was 
evidently  in  no  humour  to  be  satisfied  with 
so  perfunctory  a  reply,  and  on  the  19th  of 
December  last  a  motion  was  made  by  Lord 
George  Hamilton,   First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  the  Cabinet  of  Lord  SALIS- 
BURY, setting  forth  the  necessity  of  an 
immediate  enlargement  of  the  Navy,  and 
demanding  an  announcement  of  the  Go- 
vernment's   intentions    with    respect  to 
securing  a  preponderance  over  the  grow- 
ing forces  of  other  nations.    The  argu- 
ment in  support  of  this  motion  was  ex* 
tremely    temperate    in    tone,    and  the 
statistics  upon  which  it„was  based  were 
submitted  without  the  slightest  attempt  to 
heighten  their  effect  by  rhetorical  devices. 
Lord  George  Hamilton  took  pains,  in- 
deed, to  assert  that  he  did  not  speak  as  a 


party  Ittatlerj  and  had  no  desire  to  press  a 
vote  of  censures  against  the  Ministry;  but 
sought  only  to  elicit  an  explanation  that 
should  allay  the  constantly  increasing  an- 
xieties of  ihe  country. 

Somewhat  to  the  disappointment  of  his 
hearers,  if  we  may  accept  the  comments 
of  the  London  press  as  accurately  discrib- 
ing  the  situation,  Mr.  GLADSTONE  declined 
to  consider  the  motion  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  an  endeavour  to  commit  the 
House  to  a  declaration  of  want  of  con- 
fidence. His  response  was  entirely  in  the 
spirit  of  a  party  appeal,  and  after  a  debate 
in  which  Messrs.  BALFOUR  and  GOSCHEN, 
Sir  William  Harcourt,  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  and  Admiral  Field  took  animated 
parts,  the  demand  of  the  Opposition  was 
rejected  by  a  strict  party  majority.  For 
the  moment,  therefore,  the  question  was 
set  at  rest ;  but  signs  are  not  lacking  that 
the  Government's  success  is  regarded  as 
far  from  complete  or  final.  It  is  not  be- 
lieved that  the  Admiralty  will  give  an  un- 
qualified support  to  the  confident  as- 
surances of  Mr.  GLADSTONE  and  his  chief 
lieutenant.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  admitted 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  found 
it  expedient  to  withdraw  one  of  his  boldest 
statements  in  the  debate,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Naval  Lords  were  in  full  accord 
with  the  Prime  Minister.  Leading  news- 
papers, moreover,  have  closely  studied 
the  facts  and  figures  put  in  array  by  Lord 
George  Hamilton  and  his  colleagues, 
and  have  contrasted  them  with  the  broad 
and  sweeping  denials  of  the  Government, 
drawing  conclusions  which  are  not,  ap- 
parently, considered  encouraging.  In  view 
of  the  widely  different  positions  taken  by 
the  two  sides,  it  may  be  interesting 
to  show  upon  what  specific  grounds  the 
attack  of  the  Opposition  was  based,  and 
what  methods  of  refutation  Mr.  GLAD- 
STQNE  saw  fit  to  employ.  Of  the  correct- 
ness of  sundry  details  now  presented  for 
the  first  time  we  have  no  means  of  judg- 
ing. We  simply  reproduce  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  statements  advanced  in 
Parliament  and  in  public  journals  of  high 
standing. 

The  weakness  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  is  declared  to  be  the 
chief  cause  of  alarm.     The  stations  in  her 
absolute  possession  are  but  three  in  num- 
ber, and  only  one  of  th  ese,   Malta,  is 
provided  with  docks  or  hydraulic  slips. 
At  Alexandria  and  Port  Said  she  has,  as 
long  as  Egypt  remains  under  her  control, 
the  use  of  a  floating  dock  and  two  small 
slips  ;  but  her  total  reckoning  of  these 
essential  adjuncts  to  a  modern  Navy  does 
not  exceed  twelve.     Malta  is,  in  this  par- 
ticular, her  sole  reliance.    Without  that 
post,  she  could  not  dock  a  single  ship, 
except  by  favour  of  some  other  Power,  for 
neither  Gibraltar  nor  Larnaka  has  any  of 
the  requisite  accommodations.  Malta  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the 
world,  and  its  fortifications  are  still  believ- 
ed to  be  as  nearly  impregnable  as  the 


218 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[Feb.  17,  1894. 


science  of  engineering  can  make  them, 
notwithstanding  the  criticism  of  some 
English  experts  that  the  works  are  within 
the  destructive  range  of  modern  ord- 
nance; but  its  position  is  isolated,  and  all 
supplies  are  necessarily  brought  from  a 
distance.  France,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  at  least  eight  strongholds  on  the 
northern  shore  of  the  Mediterranean, 
two  in  Corsica,  and  six  or  seven  on 
the  African  coast,  among  which  are  dis- 
tributed twenty  docks  and  slips.  At  Tou- 
lon alone,  eighteen  ships  of  war  can  be 
simultaneously  repaired,  and  twenty-four 
coaled.  The  number  of  French  fighting 
vessels  ready  for  active  service,  including 
torpedo  boats,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  ; — without  torpedo  boats,  thirty-five. 
The  English  fleet  numbers  altogether 
thirty-seven  ; — excluding  torpedo  boats, 
twenty-five.  France  has  also  eight  other 
large  ships  nearly  ready  for  duty,  and  is 
building  six  more,  of  which  three  are 
already  launched.  England  has  but  one 
ship  undergoing  repair,  and  is  building 
none.  It  will  be  understood  that  the 
documents  and  reports  from  which  we 
take  these  calculations  are  designedly 
arranged  to  represent  the  British  force  in 
the  most  unfavourable  aspect  ;  but  even 
thus  regarded,  the  figures,  allowing  them 
to  be  authentic,  are  strikingly  suggestive. 

To  these  and  similar  allegations  the 
answers  of  the  Government  and  its  sup- 
porters, though  almost  boisterously  de- 
fiant, are  in  many  respects  less  explicit 
than  might  be  desired.  All  comparisons 
between  the  number  of  British  ships  and 
of  those  belonging  to  other  nations  are 
denounced  as  fallacious,  the  English  Navy 
being  composed  not  only  of  better  con- 
structed, but  as  a  rule,  of  larger  vessels 
than  any  that  can  be  brought  against 
them.  If  comparisons  of  bulk  and  weight 
were  made,  the  supremacy  of  Great  Britain 
would  be  obvious,  she  having  557,000  tons 
of  fighting  material,  while  France  and  Rus- 
sia combined  have  only  318,000  tons.  Mr. 
GLADSTONE  claims  positively  that  England 
possesses  heavier  and  more  powerful  war- 
ships of  every  class  than  the  Continental 
Powers  can  show,  and  points  out  that  her 
prospective  advantages,  in  the  ability  to 
build  rapid  and  formidable  additions  to 
her  fleets,  surpass  even  the  actual  advan- 
tages she  now  enjoys.  But  no  immediate 
additions,  according  to  his  estimates,  are 
imperatively  called  for.  He  affirms  that 
if  no  building  were  undertaken  during  the 
next  three  years,  England  would  still  com- 
mand an  excess  of  tonnage  over  any  two 
rivals,  although  she  might  be  slightly  out- 
numbered. For  these  and  kindred  reasons 
he  holds  that  instead  of  standing  in  a 
position  of  peril,  the  country  is  as  capable 
as  ever  of  confronting  the  united  navies 
of  any  conceivable  hostile  alliance,  and 
that  the  outcry  of  the  alarmists  is  too 
irrational  and  absurd  to  receive  the  seri- 
ous attention  of  either  the  Ministry  or 
the  people. 


The  data  which  the  controversy  has  thus 
far  brought  forth  are  not  conclusive,  nor 
do  they  warrant  the  expression  of  a  de- 
finite opinion  upon  the  matters  in  dispute. 
But  it  can   scarcely  be  denied  that  the 
Government  has  failed  to  meet,  squarely 
and  openly,  the  issues  raised  by  its  oppo- 
nents.   The  most  damaging  accusations 
bear  exclusively  upon  the  defences  of  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  armament  in  that 
sea.    The  rejoinders  are  so  diffused  as  to 
cover  the  entire  naval  strength  of  Great 
Britain,  without  especial  regard  to  the 
locality  in  question,  and  the  complaints 
with  respect  to  insufficient  and  ill-provid- 
ed stations  receive  virtually  no  attention 
whatever.    No  prospect  is  held  out  of  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  posts,  or  of 
improvements  in  the  qualityof  those  which 
exist.  The  fact  that  between  Plymouth  and 
Malta  there  is  no  place  where  English  ships 
can  be  repaired, — a  fact  upon  which  great 
stress  in  laid  by  the  Government's  adver- 
saries,— cannot,   of  course,   be  gainsaid. 
Earl  SPENCER  has  stated,  in  extremely 
vague  terms,  that  proposals  for  a  dock  at 
Gibraltar  have  been  entertained  ;  but  it  is 
contended  that  no  dock  of  any  kind  can 
be  constructed  there,  except  by  cutting 
into  the  solid  rock  ;  and  even  this  costly 
experiment  would  be  attended  by  so  many 
difficulties  that  its  practicability  is  un- 
certain.   The  indifferent  attitude  of  those 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  their  superficial 
treatment  of  a  'subject  of  such  •  vital  im- 
portance to  the  country's  maritime  pros- 
perity, have  created  marked  discontent. 
While  the  right  of  Ministers  to  maintain 
a  discreet  reserve,  and  to  disclose  nothing 
that   may   be   of  benefit  to  a  possibile 
enemy,  is  fully  recognized,  the  careless  and 
"happy-go-lucky"   tone   in  which  their 
chief  indulges  excites  not  only  irritation, 
but  a  shade  of  distrust.     The  faith  in 
England's  naval  resources,  which  he  pro- 
claims with  robust  cheerfulness,  is  not  felt 
on  all  sides  to  be  deep  or  genuine.  At 
the  best,  the  exuberance  of  those  who 
avow  this  faith  is  thought  over  strained 
and  misplaced,  in  consideration   of  the 
earnestness  and  sincerity  with  which  the 
whole  course  of  inquiry  appears  to  have 
been  instituted.    We  are  probably  safe  in 
saying  that  unless  the  Government  prepares 
itself  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  graver 
spirit   than   that  hitherto  displayed,  the 
manifestations  of  public  displeasure  will 
take  a  form  that  cannot  be  overlooked  or 
trifled  with. 

It  is  a  significant  coincidence  that  while 
the  interest  in  this  question  was  at  its 
height  in  England,  precisely  similar  agi- 
tation was  running  through  France,  in 
consequence  of  a  series  of  charges  brought 
by  M.  CLEMENCEAU  with  reference  to  the 
condition  of  the  Navy  of  that  country. 
The  complaints  were  less  severe  than 
those  formulated  by  Lord  GEORGE  HA- 
MILTON, and  were  accompanied  by  fewer 
ominous  details,  but  they  had  the  effect 
of  arousing  the  Government  of  the  Re- 


public to  prompt  action.  Instead  of  re- 
jecting the  evidence  laid  before  them,  the 
Ministers  signified  their  willingness  to 
make  every  required  investigation  and 
to  take  such  measures  as  should  be  needful 
for  the  national  welfare.  A  telegraphic 
dispatch  from  London,  dated  the  2nd  of 
February,  brings  the  later  information  that 
they  have  pledged  themselves  to  remedy 
all  defects,  to  increase  the  number  of 
cruisers,  and  to  strengthen  the  coast  de- 
fences. Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  vote  of 
confidence  which  followed,  and  which  was 
carried  by  a  great  majority,  was  something 
more  than  an  acknowledgement  of  party 
obligation,  and  represented  the  feeling  of 
a  large  proportion  of  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies.  The  vote  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  19th  of  December,  may  be 
taken  as  representing  the  determination 
of  Mr.  Gladstone's  followers  to  be  guided 
unreservedly  by  his  dictation,  and  to  allow 
their  judgment  to  be  influenced  by  no 
testimony  which  in  any  way  conflicted 
with  his  optimistic  opinions. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

 ♦  

NEW  POSTAL  REGULATION. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — I  liave  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  slight 
mistake  made  in  your  to-day's  issue  under  the 
heading  "  Change  in  the  Postal  Regulations." 

It  is  not  Japanese  postal  regulation,  hut  Art.  16 
of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  and  should 
be  read  as  follows  : — 

"  1. — These  shall  not  be  forwarded— 

Commercial  papers,  samples,  and  printed 
papers  which  are  not  prepaid,  at  least  pai  tly,  or 
which  contain  letters  or  documents  having  the 
character  of  actual  or  personal  correspondence,  or 
which  are  not  made  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
admit  of  an  easy  examination  of  the  contents." 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

M.  SUGIURA, 
Clerk  in  charge  of  Foreign  Mails. 
Yokohama,  February  13th,  1894. 


EXPLOITATION  IN  MEXICO. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  "  JAPAN  MAIL." 

Sir, — Mr.  Sho  Nemoto,  who  was  commissioner 
from  the  Government  for  the  Ex  ploi  a  lion  of  Mexico, 
returned  by  the  steamer  City  of  Peking  this  morn- 
ing. He  had  an  extensive  tiip,  largely  on  horse- 
back, for  nearly  2,500  miles  throughout  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico,  fiom  New  Laredo,  the  boundary 
of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  in  the  1101  ill,  to 
Tapatula  in  the  "  Departmento  de  Soconusco." 
Thus  he  travelled  through  ten  states  and  one  dis- 
trict, such  as  Coahuila,  Nuevoleon,  Mechoacan, 
San  Luis  Potosi,  Zuanajuato,  Mexico,  Morelos, 
Guerrero,  Oaxaca  and  Chiapas.  He  says  that  the 
notthern  states,  which  are  situated  at  22°  noi  til 
latitude,  are  especially  noted  for  mining  but  not 
for  farming  ;  Merelos  produces  a  large  quantity  of 
sugar;  Guerrero  is  best  for  cattle.  Rich  land  for 
plantations  can  he  found  in  Soconusco  and  Chiap- 
as, where  coffee  can  be  well  produced.  Midway 
between  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic,  on  the  Isth- 
mus of  Tehuantepec,  beautiful  and  most  pro- 
ductive land  can  be  bought.  The  price  of  these 
lands  will  be  from  $12  to  $6,  in  silver,  per  one 
hectai  a  (two  acres  and  a  hall).  Many  Ameiican, 
English,  and  German  people  are  trying  to  put 
their  capital  there  ;  but  the  difficulty  is  to  get  good 
labourers.  They  are  certain  lo  have  great  suc- 
cess if  they  have  industrious  people  with  capital. 
In  Mexico,  good  laboureis  are  more  in  demand 
than  capitalists. 

In  Mexico, the  mode  of  transportation  is  quite  pri- 
mitive, and  in  some  places  in  the  Republic  it  seems 
hard  to  say  when  they  will  have  good  communica- 
tions, as  there  are  so  many  gigantic  precipices  and 
rocky  mountains  which  may  not  easily  be  cut  into 
good  passes  by  any  scientific  method  now  existing. 
However,  with  great  care  Ihe  Government  is  build- 
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ing  good  roads,  There  are  si*  thousand  miles  ol 
railroad.  The  most  Interesting  road  will  lie  the 
Tehuantepec  line  of  230  miles,  wliicli  will  conned 

the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  from  eacli  tide 
can  transfer  freight  in  eight  limns.  The  railroad 
will  be  completed  during  tliis  year.  By  tliis  road, 
transportation  between  New  York,  Yokohama, 
Hongkong,  and  tbe  potts  of  Australia  will  be  very 
much  shortened,  and  likewise  tbe  cost  will  be 
largely  reduced,  Tims  the  Tehuantepec  railroad 
will  open  a  new  enterprise  for  the  world's  markets. 

When  Mr.  Nemolo  makes  bis  report  public 
we  shall  know  more  about  bis  journey,  We 
bave  confidence  in  bis  explorations,  and  prophesy 
that  Soconusco,  in  tbe  State  of  Chiapas,  Mexico, 
where  coffee  can  be  produced,  is  a  place  with  a 
great  future. 

Yours,  &C,  Z. 

Yokohama,  February  8th,  1894. 


THE  IMPERIAL  SILVER  WEDDING. 

TO  THB  EDITOR  OF  THE  "  JAPAN  MAIL." 

Sir, — Referring  to  tbe  letter  your  correspondent 
"Romulus"  inserted  in  yestei  day's  issue,  kindly 
grant  me  a  little  space,  simply  to  add  a  few  sug- 
gestions to  the  same. 

Your  correspondent  says  that  "The  general 
public  and  absent  friends  of  Japan  who  are 
anxious  to  keep  a  memento  will  look  with  joy 
on  tbe  little  paper."  I  should  say  that  not  only 
tbe  absent  "friends  of  Japan"  but  tbe  whole 
world  (as  no  doubt  japan  ignores  that  at  least 
1/8  of  the  world's  population  are  philatelists), 
would  be  glad  to  possess  a  specimen  of  a  Ju- 
bilee stamp  of  Japan,  and  I  can  say  that  were 
a  Jubilee  stamp  for  sale  one  day  throughout 
Japan,  at  least  1  million  would  find  purchaseis. 
Japan's  revenue  would  not  only  be  increased  at  the 
expense  of  Colleclois,  but  she  would  be  tanked  as 
a  civilized  country  (philatelically).  Why  not  let 
Japan  imitate  the  example  of  the  other  countries  ? 
See  Great  Bi  itain's  Jubilee  Card  1840-1890,  Hong- 
kong's 2  cent  red  uncharged  1841,  Hongkong 
Jubilee  1891  (present  value  $1),  Roumania's 
issue  in  1891  "  Jubileul  de  25  ani  ai  domniei  regelui 
Carol  I."  Let  us  not  go  so  far  ;  take  last  year  only 
for  example.  Jubilee  issues  were  as  follow: — Full 
set  Columbian  Issue,  United  States;  Shanghai 
)ubilee  18431893;  Salvador  Columbian  Issue, 
Honduras  Columbian  Issue,  Chilie  Columbian 
Issue,  Argentina  Republic  Columbian  Issue  (12th 
October,  1892  — I2lh  October,  1892,  issued  for  I  day 
only)  ;  Pot  to  Rico  Columbian  Issue  (19th  Novem- 
ber, 1493 — 19th  November,  1893,  issued  for  one 
day  only)  Costa  Rice  Columbus  issue,  Montenegro 
Jubilee  (25th  to  29th  July,  1843-1893)  Venezuela 
Columbus  Issue,  &c,  &c.  It  would  take  too  much 
space  of  your  valuable  paper  to  enumerate  all  here, 
and  I  believe  the  above  is  enough  to  show  that 
nearly  every  country  of  the  world  adopts  this 
system  of  increasing  its  revenue.  I  would  then 
suggest  that  the  Communications  Department 
issues  a  decree  to  the  effect  of,  say,  surcharging 
the  present  2  sen  rose  (the  stamp  mostly  used) 
/   Meiji  2  ■) 

i  Ma"ch  9th  f>11  black  or>  sav  Ked  '  tliat  l,,e  same 
V.  Meiji  27  J 

be  put  for  sale  on  tbe  91I1  of  March  for  I  day  only, 
and  I  say  that  all  the  Post  Offices  of  Japan  will 
not  have  enough  with  a  slock  of  5,000  each. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  inserting  this  letter, 
and  enclosing  my  card,  I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

PHILATELIST  A.  T.  W. 
Yokohama,  February  10th,  1894. 


done.     Moie  intei -com munication,  even  so  simple 
a  thing  as  the  consulting  ol  indexes  and  tables  of 
contents,  would  avoid  such  useless  clashing. 
Youi s,  etc. 

A  Mbhbbr  of  BOTH  Societies. 
Tokyo,  141I1  February,  1894. 

THE  SETTLEMENT  POLICE. 


THE  JAPAN  SOCIETY  AND  THE 
ASIATIC  SOCIETY  OF  JAPAN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — With  refeience  to  an  article  in  to-day's 
issue  of  the  Japan  Mail,  permit  me  to  point  out 
that,  so  far  from  Jnjutsu  being  "a  subject  which 
has  .  .  .  never  hitherto  been  described  in  English 
by  any  writer,  and  of  which  very  little  is  known 
even  by  the  oldest  European  residents  in  Japan," — 
permit  me,  I  say,  to  point  out  that  Vol.  XVI., 
Pt.  II.,  of'lhe  "  Transactions  of  the  Asiatic  Society 
of  Japan  "  contains  an  elaborate  article  on  the 
subject  by  Rev.  J.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Kano  Jigoro, 
the  well-known  educalionlist.  The  meeting  at 
which  their  joint  papei  was  read — now  some  five 
or  six  years  ago — was  numerously  attended  ;  and 
after  the  reading,  Mr.  Kano  and  his  pupils  gave 
a  practical  exemplification  of  the  ait.  The  credit 
of  first  drawing  attention  to  it  belongs,  therefoi  e, 
not  to  the  Japan  Society  of  London,  but  to  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Japan.  It  seems  a  pity  that  in 
this,  as  in  so  many  other  instances,  scholars  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world  should  waste  their  time 
in  doing  over  again  woi  Ic  which  has  already  been 


To  the  EDITOR  of  run  "  Japan  Mam.." 

SlR, —  I  wish  to  publicly  acknowledge  through 
your  columns,  the  efficiency  of  the  Japanese  Police 
Authorities,  especially  [uspecter  Kawada  and 
Detective  Wakajima  Mitstlkata. 

On  the  night  of  Febi  uary  12,  my  house  at  No. 
128.  Settlement,  was  entered  by  some  thief,  and 
several  articles  of  value  and  a  sum  of  money  were 
stolen. 

Among  tbe  articles  was  a  gold  watch  and  chain, 
which  were  recovered  by  the  detective  from  a 
Chinese  pawn-shop.  Hardly  twenty-four  houis 
had  elapsed  since  the  report  of  the  robbery,  and  I 
consider  the  work  well  and  rapidly  done. 

I  am  assured  that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  lime 
before  the  thief  will  be  caught. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  T.  GORDON,  U.S.N. 
U.S.S.  Marion,  Yokohama,  February  14th,  1894. 

THE  DARWINIAN  THEORY  AND  RE- 
LIGIOUS THOUGHT. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, —  In  your  weekly  issue  of  September  i6th, 
you  bave  called  attention,  in  a  leading  ai  tide  on 
"The  Darwinian  Theory,"  to  an  important  work 
on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Romanes  of  Oxford.  At 
the  end  of  this  volume  we  find  a  brief  statement 
of  the  bearings  of  the  subject  upon  religious 
thought,  presented  in  a  most  candid  spirit,  by  one 
whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  discovering  and 
expounding  the  natural  causes  of  the  great  cosmic 
piocess.  The  single  page  of  this  most  interesting 
passage  quoted  in  your  ai  tide  last  September 
must  have  awakened  the  desire  of  many  of  your 
readers  for  a  fuller  statement  from  one  approach- 
ing the  subject  from  tbe  point  of  view  there  in- 
dicated. Of  the  six  or  seven  pages  I  should  like 
to  quote  for  such  readers,  I  content  myself  with 
the  following  paragraphs.  Comment  is  not  need- 
ed from  me,  especially  as  I  have  ventured  to  ask 
for  so  much  of  your  space  for  bare  quotations. 
I  simply  wish  to  say  that  the  woik  by  Prof.  Le 
Conte,  to  which  Dr.  Romanes  refers  as  "  the  best 
treatise  on  this  subject,  is  thoroughly  theistic  in 
its  philosophy. 

"  Whether  we  look  to  the  facts  of  adaptation  or 
to  those  of  beauty,  everywhere  throughout  organic 
nature  we  meet  with  abundant  evidence  of  natural 
causation,  while  nowhere  do  we  meet  with  any 
independent  evidence  of  supernatural  design.  But, 
having  led  up  to  this  conclusion,  and  having  thus 
slated  it  ashonestly  as  I  can,  I  should  like  to  finis 
by  further  stating  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  its  logi- 
cal bearing  upon  the  more  fundamental  tenets  of 
religious  thought. 

"As  I  have  already  observed  at  the  commence 
ment  of  this  brief  exposition,  prior  to  the  Darwinian 
theory  of  organic  evolution,  the  theologian  was  pi  one 
to  point  to  the  realm  of  oiganic  nature  as  furnish 
ing  a  pec  1  il ia 1 1  y  1  ich  and  virtually  endless  store  of 
facts,  all  combining  in  their  testimony  to  the  wisdom 
and  the  beneficence  of  the  Deity.  Iuuumberable 
adaptations  of  Structures  to  functions  appeared  to 
yield  convincing  evidence  in  favour  of  design  ; 
Ihe  beauty  so  profusely  shed  by  living  forms  ap 
peared  to  yield  evidence,  no  less  convincing,  of 
that  design  as  beneficent.  But  both  these  sources 
of  evidence  have  now;  as  it  were,  been  tapped  at 
their  fountain-head  :  the  adaptation  and  the 
beauty  are  alike  receiving  their  explanation  at  the 
hands  of  a  purely  mechanical  philosophy.  Nay, 
even  the  personality  of  man  himself  is  assailed  ; 
and  this  not  only  in  the  features  which  he  shares 
with  the  lower  animals,  but  also  in  his  god-like 
attributes  of  reason,  thought,  and  conscience. 
All  nature  has  thus  been  transformed  before 
the  view  of  the  present  generation  in  a  manner 
and  to  an  extent  that  has  never  before  been 
possible  :  and  inasmuch  as  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  had  taken  place  in  the  direction  of 
naturalism,  and  this  to  the  extent  of  rendering 
the  mechanical  interpretation  of  nature  universal, 
it  is  no  wonder  if  the  religious  mind  has  suddenly 
awakened  to  a  new  and  a  terrible  force  in  the  words 
of  its  traditional  enemy — Where  is  now  thy  God  ? 

"  This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  bearings 
of  science  on  religion  ;  *  but  I  think  it  is  a  plane 
where  one  may  propei  ly  point  out  the  limits  within 
which  no  such  bearings  obtain.    Now,  from  what 


*  The  best  treatise  on  this  subject  is  Prof.  Le  Conte's  "  Evolu 
tion  and  its  Relation  to  Religious  Thought"  (Appleton  &  Co 
1888). 


has  just  been  said,  it  will  be  apparent  that  I  am 
not  going  In  minimise  the  change  which  has  been 
wiought.  Oil  Ihe  contrary,  1  believe  it  is  only 
stupidity  in  affectation  which  can  deny  that 
the  change  in  question  is  moie  deep  and  broad 
than  any  single  pievious  change  ill  the  whole  his- 
(oiy  of  human  thought.  Il  is  a  fundamental,  a 
cosmical,  a  world-li ansfoi  ming  change.  Never- 
theless, in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  change  of  a  non- 
theislic,  as  distinguished  from  an  a  theistic,  kind- 
It  has  rendered  impossible  the  appearance  in 
literature  of  any  future  Paley,  Bell,  or  Cbalmeis; 
but  it  has  done  nothing  in  the  way  of  negativing 
thai  belief  in  a  Supreme.  Being  which  it  was  the 
object  of  these  Authors  to  substantiate.  If  il  has 
demonstrated  the  futility  of  their  proof,  il  has  fur- 
nished nothing  in  the  way  of  disproof.  Il  has 
shown,  indeed,  that  their  line  of  argument  was 
misjudged  when  they  thus  sought  to  sepaiate 
ganic  nature  from  inorganic  as  a  theatie  for 
the  special  or  peculiar  display  of  supei  natin  al 
design  ;  but  further  than  this  it  has  not  shown 
anything.  The  change  in  question,  therefore, 
although  gi  eater  in  degree,  is  the  same  in  kind 
as  all  its  piedecessors  :  like  all  previous  advances 
in  cosmological  theory  which  bave  been  wrought 
by  the  advance  of  science,  this  latest  and  greatest 
advance  has  been  that  of  revealing  ihe  constitu- 
tion of  uatuie,  or  the  method  of  causation,  as 
evet  y  whei  e  the  same.  But  it  is  evident  thai  this 
change,  vast  and  10  all  appearance  final  though 
it  be,  must  end  within  the  limits  of  natural  causa- 
tion itself.  The  whole  world  of  life  and  mind 
may  now  have  been  annexed  to  that  of  mallei  and 
eneigy  as  together  constituting  one  magnificent 
dominion,  which  is  everywhere  subject  to  the  same 
rule,  or  method  of  government, 

But  the  ulterior  and  ultimate  question  touching 
the  nature  of  ibis  government  as  mental  or  non- 
mental,  personal  or  impersonal,  remains  exactly 
where  it  was.  Indeed,  this  is  a  question  which 
cannot  be  affected  by  any  advance  of  science, 
fuither  than  science  has  proved  Jieiself  able  to 
dispose  of  enoneous  argumentsibased  upon  ignor- 
ance of  nature.  For  while  the  sphere  of  science 
is  necessai  ily  restricted  to  that  of  natural  causation 
which  it  is  her  office  to  explore,  the  question 
touching  the  nature  of  ibis  natural  causation  is 
one  which  as  necessarily  lies  without  the  whole 
sphere  of  such  causation  itself:  therefoie  it  lies 
beyond  any  possible  intrusion  by  science.  And  not 
only  so.  But  if  the  nature  of  natural  causation 
be  that  of  the  highest  order  of  known  existence, 
then,  although  we  must  evidently  be  incapable  of 
conceiving  what  such  a  Mind  is,  at  least  we  seem 
capable  of  judging  what  in  many  respects  it  is 
not.  It  cannot  be  moie  than  one;  it  cannot  be 
limited  either  in  space  or  time  ;  it  cannot  be  other 
than  at  least  as  self-consistent  as  its  manifestations 
in  nature  are  invariable.  Now,  from  ihe  latter 
deduction  there  arises  a  point  of  first  rate  import- 
ance in  the  present-  connexion.  For  if  the  so- 
called  First  Cause  be  intelligent,  and  therefore  all 
secondary  causes  but  the  expression  of  a  Supreme 
Will,  iu  as  far  as  such  a  Will  is  self-consistent, 
the  operation  of  all  natural  causes  must  be  uni- 
form,— with  the  result  that,  as  seen  by  us,  this 
operation  must  needs  appear  to  be  what  we  call 
mechanical.  The  more  unvarying  ihe  Will,  the 
more  unvarying  must  be  ibis  expression  there  of; 
so  that,  if  Ihe  former  be  absolutely  self-consistent, 
the  latter  cannot  fail  to  be  as  reasonably  inter- 
preted by  the  theory  of  mindless  necessity,  as  by 
that  of  ubiquitous  intention.  Such  being,  as  it 
appears  lo  me,  the  pure  logic  of  the  matter,  the 
proof  of  oiganic  evolution  amounts  to  nothing 
more  than  the  proof  of  a  natural  process.  What 
mode  of  being  is  ultimately  concerned  in  this 
process — or  in  what  it  isthatthis  process  ultimately 
consists — is  a  question  upon  which  science  is  as 
voiceless  as  speculation  is  vociferous." 

JOHN  T.  GULICK. 
Osaka,  February  7th,  1894. 


THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY  OF 
JAPAN. 


A  regular  meeting  of  Ihe  above  mentioned  So- 
ciety was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Geographical 
Society  (Chigaku-Kyokai),  Nishikonya-cho,  Kyo- 
bashi-ku,  Tokyo,  on  Friday,  9U1  Feb.,  at  5  p.m., 
Mr.  W.  K.  Burton  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  K.  Ogura  showed  plane  collodion  that  he 
had  piepared  himself,  the  supply  both  of  plane 
collodion  and  of  pyroxaline  in  the  country  having 
fallen  short.  He  had  prepared  the  cotton  himself, 
and  it  made  a  clear  smooth  solution,  excellent  for 
enamelling,  stripping,  and  like  purposes.  He  also 
showed  some  bleached  lac  solution.  He  had 
found  the  bleached  lack  of  commerce  insoluble  in 
alcohol,  but  taking  brown  shellac,  bleaching  it 
with  chlorine,  and  Heating  il  with  alcohol  at  once, 
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he  had  found  it  readily  soluble.    It  soon  tended 
however,  to  become  insoluble. 

Samples  of  portraits  taken  on  "  Ilo  "  collodion 
paper  were  shown  by  Mr.  Konishi  and  were  imicli 
admired. 

A  Steinheil  tele-photographic  lens  had  been  sent 
to  the  meeting  by  Messrs.  Mosle  &  Co.  The  lens 
consisted  of  an  extra-rapid  aplanat,  working  with 
an  apei  tin  e  larger  than  f :  6 — in  fact  No.  2,  Great 
Britain  Standard — with  a  focal  length  of  about  14I 
inches,  the  lenses  closer  together  than  is  common, 
and  with  the  diaphragm  slit  quite  close  to  the 
front  lens.  To  this  was  attached  a  negative  ele- 
ment of  neatly  the  same  diameter  as  the  aplanat. 

The  Chairman  showed  comparative  results  of 
exposures  with  a  long-focus  single  lens,  Sleinheil's 
lele-photographic  lens,  and  Dallmeyei 's  tele-photo- 
graphic lens,  all  taken  from  the  same  position, 
and  with  the  same  extension  of  camera.  The 
Steinheil  lens  gave  an  image  much  larger  than 
the  single  lens,  and  admirably  clear  and  sharp. 
The  Dallmeyer  lens  gave  an  image  quite  as  much 
larger  than  that  given  by  the  Steinheil  lens,  as  the 
latter  was  larger  than  the  image  got  by  the  long- 
focus  less.  The  Steinheil  lens  was  more  rapid  than 
the  Dallmeyer  with  the  same  extension  of  camera, 
but  less  rapid  with  an  extension  necessary  to  get 
a  like  amplification.  The  Steinheil,  giving  a  less 
amplification  than  the  Dallmeyer,  was  naturally 
easier  to  use.  In  fact,  a  comparison  between  the 
Steinheil  lens,  and  the  only  Dallmeyer  tele-photo- 
graphic lens  that  the  Chairman  possessed,  was 
not  a  fair  one.  Dallmeyer  had  recently  introduc- 
ed a  tele  photographic  lens  for  moderate  amplifi- 
cation which  he  (the  Chairman)  hoped  to  be  able 
to  bring  before  the  next  meeting.  A  comparison 
between  it  and  the  Steinheil  tele-photographic  lens 
would  be  instructive.  The  Chairman  also  showed 
comparative  results  of  prints  made  in  the  ordinary 
way,  in  contact  with  the  negative,  and  those  made 
by  doing  pail  of  the  printing  in  contact,  and  part 
with  a  plate  of  glass  iusei  ted  between  the  negative 
and  the  paper.  The  result  is  a  softening,  which 
is  not  actual  blurring,  inasmuch  as  a  perfectly  de- 
fined imageis  superposed  on  an  ill-defined  one.  The 
effect  could  be  indefinitely  varied,  by  varying  the 
relative  limes  of  printing  with  and  without  the 
glass  between  the  negative  and  the  paper,  and  by 
varying  the  thickness  of  the  glass.  The  process 
was  a  very  old  one,  having  at  one  time  been  sold 
as  a  secret  process  for  large  sums  of  money.  This 
seemed  a  suitable  time  to  revive  it,  when  the 
"Modern  School"  of  photographers  went  in  so 
much  for — to  put  it  as  mildly  as  possible— "  soft- 
ness." There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  landscapes  were  improved  by  the  treat- 
ment, but  all  agreed  that  portraits  were. 

Mr.  K.  Ogura  had  analysed  some  of  the  "  tab- 
loids" lhat  had  been  distributed  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing. He  found  lhat  the  "  Pyro."  tabloids  con- 
sisted of  pyrogallic  acid,  sulphite  of  soda,  and 
gum  Arabic.  The  "  Accelerator  "  contained  potas- 
sium carbonate,  potassium  bromide,  and  gum 
Arabic.  The  same  gentleman  showed  piints 
on  albuminized  paper  that  has  been  only 
pai  tially  printed.  They  had  then  been  cut  ill  two, 
and  in  each  case  one  half  had  been  toned  and  fixed 
in  the  usual  way,  the  other  half  had  been  develop 
ed  by  a  weak  hydrokinone  developer,  and  had 
been  toned  and  fixed  in  a  special  bath.  The 
halves  of  the  prints  treated  in  the  ordinary  way 
were  mere  ghosts,  the  other  halves  were  admirable 
in  eveiy  way.  They  showed  pure  whites,  an  un- 
usually full  gradation,  deep  shadows,  and  were  of 
a  fine  brown  lone.  It  was  considered  lhat  the 
process  would  be  a  most  useful  one  for  printing  i 
dull  weather — though  dull  weather  is,  foitunately, 
unusual  in  Japan. 

A  number  of  pamphlets  which  had  been  sent  by 
Messrs.  R.  &  J-  Beck  &  Co.,  descriptive  of  the 
"  I'Yena  "  camera,  were  distributed. 

The  proceedings  ended  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. 


VICTORIA  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 


The  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  subscribers  to 
the  Victoria  Public  School  was  held  in  Keil's  Build- 
ing on  Monday  afternoon.  Mr.  J.  F.  Lowder  pre- 
sided, and  there  were  also  present  the  Rev.  E. 
S.  Booth,  Dr.  Cleveland,  Messrs.  J.  Troup,  J. 
Mendelson,  E.  J.  Moss,  I.  Bunting,  M.  Russell, 

F.  G.  Woodruff,  VV.  B.  Walter,  A.  T.  Watson, 

G.  C.  Charlesworth,  J.  Johnstone,  and  A.  J.  Wilkin 
(Hon.  Sec.  and  Treas.), 

The  Honorary  Secretary  first  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  held  a  foitnightbe- 
foie,  and  these  being  confirmed  were  signed  by 
the  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  said  that  after  the  reading  of 
the  minutes  he  need  hardly  1  emind  those  present 
that  this  was  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  of 


subscribers  to  the  Victoria  School — the  adjourn- 
ment having  been  necessitated  by  the  Rule  in 
their  constitution  which  provided  that  any  altera- 
tion in  the  Rules  must  be  brought  forward  at  the 
annual  meeting,  and  then  having  been  carried 
there,  must  bepropeilycoufii  med  at  a  meeting  to  be 
held  within  a  fortnight  of  the  original  meeting.  At 
the  annual  meeting  an  alteration  amending  the 
Rule  governing  the  selection  of  their  Committee 
had  been  proposed  and  carried,  and  this  needed 
confirmation  at  the  meeting  lhat  day.  It  had  been 
fully  discussed  at  the  lime,  but  he  thought  that 
possibly  there  might  be  some  gentlemen  present 
lhat  day,  who  were  unable  to  attend  the  previous 
meeting,  and  therefore  some  fuither  discussion 
might  be  desirable.  The  amended  rule  was  now 
before  the  meeting  for  discussion,  and  he  should 
be  happy  to  hear  any  gentleman's  remarks  upon  it. 

There  being  no  remarks,  the  Chairman  pro- 
posed lhat  the  Rule  as  amended  be  confirmed. 
The  proposition  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman — The  next  business  before  the 
meeting  is  the  election  of  a  Committee  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  In  accordance  with  the  resolution  just 
passed,  it  could  now  consist  of  not  more  than 
seven  members,  and  its  members  might  belong 
to  any  nationality — those  were  the  two  points 
which  the  resolution  comprised.  The  election  of 
the  seven  members  of  Committee  could  be  con- 
ducted by  ballot  in  the  room,  or  if  the  meet 
g  considered  it  desirable,  the  ballot-box  could 
be  sent  round  to  subscribers.  He  would  suggest 
however,  that  the  present  meeting  could  very 
well  carry  out  the  duty  of  electing  the  Com- 
mittee. He,  the  Chairman,  had  taken  the 
pains  during  the  week  to  individually  ascertain 
the  names  of  persons  who  would  be  will- 
ing to  serve  upon  the  Committee.  He  had 
no  wish  whatever  to  appear  as  dictating  to 
the  meeting,  but  experience  had  taught  him 
how  convenient  it  was  to  have  the  assistance  al 
such  times  of  a  list  of  gentlemen  willing  to  serve  on 
a  body  of  this  sort.  He  had  a  list  of  nine  names 
of  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  their  willingness 
to  serve  on  the  Committee  of  the  Victoria  Public 
School.  Before  reading  the  list  he  would  again 
remind  them  that  it  was  only  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience that  he  put  the  names  forward.  They 
would  hear  with  regret  that  Mr.  W.  B.  Waltei 
would  be  unable  to  serve,  as  he  was  leaving  Yoko- 
lama.  The  Chairman's  list  was  then  read  out  as 
follows: — Bishop  Bickersteth,  Mr.  J.  Troup,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Wilkin,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Mr.  P.  E.  F. 
Stone,  Rev.  E.  S.  Booth,  Mr.  J  Mendelson,  Mr. 
C.  D.  Moss,  Mr.  E.  J.  Moss,  and  Mr.  N.  F.  Smith. 
Mr.  Kilby,  the  Chairman,  added,  was  returning 
to  Japan,  and  he  might  be  willing  to  serve  also. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Moss  said  he  must  decline  the  honour 
of  nomination  to  the  Committee  by  reason  of  his 
other  public  duties. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  he  was  sorry  to 
hear  lhat  Mr.  Moss  must  decline. 

Mr.  M.  Russell  said  that  only  two  nationalities 
were  represented  in  the  Chairman's  list. 

The  Chairman— It  was  only  intended  as  a 
guide,  does  it  not  bind  any  one  present  in  any  way 
whatever. 

Mr.  Troup  suggested  that  the  list  of  founders 
and  subscribers  could  be  taken  as  a  guide. 

The  Chairman  thought  lhat  that  was  a  very 
good  suggestion. 

Mr.  Moss  and  Mr.  Johnstone  were  then  ap 
pointed  scrutineers  of  the  ballot,  and  they  finally 
repoited  the  result  to  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman — The  ballot,  gentlemen,  has 
resulted  as  follows: — Messrs.  J.  Troup,  A.  J 
Wilkin,  P.  E.  F.  Stone,  J.  Johnstone,  Rev.  E.  S 
Booth,  J.  Mendelson,  and  C.  D.  Moss. 

The  result  was  leceived  with  applause. 

The  Chairman — Having  selected  a  Committee 
for  the  present  year,  it  now  behoves  us  to  resume 
the  discussion  of  ways  and  means,  a.t  this  adjoin  ed 
meeting.  You  will  1  emember  that  at  the  first  meet- 
ing the  Committee  maTle  two  altei  native  proposals, 
which  were  both  dependant  upon  the  amount  of 
subsci  iptions  collected  this  year.  A  suggestion  fell 
at  the  first  meeting,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
from  myself  I  believe,  that  a  canvassing  Committee 
should  be  appointed  like  as  last  year  ;  but  I  think 
now,  in  view  of  the  Committee  just  elected,  that 
such  would  not  be  a  desirable  course.  Eacl 
member  of  the  committee  will  have  before  him 
the  names  of  gentlemen  who  subsci  ibed  last 
year,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  those 
gentlemen  who  evinced  an  interest  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Victoria  School  last  year,  will 
not  have  lost  their  interest  in  it  this  year,  so  that 
I  do  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  will  be  encoun- 
teied  in  collecting  subsci  iptions  this  year.  But 
withregaid  to  the  alternative  schemes  proposed 
by  the  Committee  for  the  fuluie  carrying  on  of  the 
school,  whether  it  shall  continue  on  its  present 
basis,  namely  as  a  classical  school,  or  take  the 
form  of  what  is  now  termed  a  modern  school,  I 


think  that  those  matters  can  very  well  be  left 
to  the  incoming  Committee.  They  must  depend 
upon  the  amount  of  subscriptions  coming  for- 
ward—  if  the  classical  foundation  is  to  be  main- 
tained, then  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  a  sum 
of  $1,300  or  so,  while  $500  or  $600  will  be  sufficient 
to  carry  it  on  as  a  modern  school.  But  in  regard 
to  these  matters,  I  think  that  the  incoming  Com- 
mittee will  be  in  a  better  position  to  be  able  to 
decide  than  we  can  this  afternoon. — (Applause.) 
I  lake  it  that  the  Committee  has  invited  the  meet- 
ing's opinion  upon  this  matter,  however,  and  the 
subject  is  open  for  discussion.  The  Committee 
loo  should  be  empowered  to  collect  subscriptions. 

Mr.  Troup  wished  to  remove  any  misconception 
which  might  possibly  arise  through  the  Chairman 
having  used  the  expressions,  classical  school  and 
modern  school.  The  suggestions  from  the  Com- 
mittee had  reference  to  the  filling  up  of  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Fardel.  He 
thought  that  the  school  had  never  been  what  might 
be  called  a  classical  school.  Latin  had  been 
taught  there  certainly,  but  it  was  the  English 
classics  on  which  the  greatest  stress  was  laid.  He 
begged  to  propose  that  the  Committee  be  author- 
ised to  collect  subscriptions  and  take  such  steps 
as  they  may  think  most  desirable  in  regard  to  the 
practical  working  of  the  school. 

The  Chairman — I  will  put  the  proposal  to  the 
meeting  formally  in  writing.  It  is: — "That  the 
collection  of  subsci  iptions  be  undei  taken  by  the 
Committee,  to  which  this  meeting  leaves,  with  all 
confidence,  all  questions  relating  to  the  practical 
working  of  the  school." 

Mr.  W,  B.  Walter  seconded,  and  the  motion 
was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman — That  is  all  the  business  before 
the  meeting  gentlemen,  but  your  honorary  secre- 
tary reminds  me  that  the  Committee  are  always 
ready  and  willing  to  receive  on  these  occasions 
suggestions  and  expression  of  opinions  from  all 
friends  of  the  school  which  would  conduce  to  its 
benefit  and  usefulness. 

There  being  no  suggestions  offered,  the  Chair- 
man declared  the  meeting  closed,  and  thanked 
all  present  for  their  attendance  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  Wilkin — Before  we  separate,  gentlemen,  I 
beg  to  propose  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  our 
Chaiiman  for  the  able  and  efficient  way  in  which 
he  has  presided  over  our  meeting,  and  also  for  the 
trouble  he  has  taken  in  devoting  his  lime  and 
given  us  his  advice  in  fin  theiance  of  our  object. — 
(Loud  applause.) 

The  Chairman — Thank  you,  gentlemen. 
The  meeting  then  dispersed. 


REVIEW. 
 +  

The  Transactions  of  the  Japan  Society,  London. 
The  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Japan  Society,  London,  has  been 
issued,  and  if  it  can  be  taken  as  an  augury  of  the 
future,  the  Society  should  have  before  it  a  brilliant 
and  successful  career.  The  volume  is  an  extremely 
handsome  octavo,  worthy  from  its  appearance  of 
a  place  on  the  shelves  of  any  libraiy,  of  con- 
siderably over  300  pages,  exceedingly  well  printed 
on  paper  of  the  best  quality,  abundantly  illustrated 
with  over  forty  full-page  plates  and  numerous 
smaller  engravings,  some,  indeed  most,  of  the 
former  being  specimens  of  the  very  highest  type 
of  the  engraver's  skill.  No  work  at  all  comparable 
with  it  in  point  of  appearance  has  as  yet  been,  or 
is  likely  to  be,  we  fear,  for  some  time  to  come, 
produced  by  our  own  Asiatic  Society.  The  literary 
contents  of  the  volume  are  on  the  whole  scarcely 
inferior  to  its  appearance,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  we  must  in  justice  stale  lhat  they  fall  far 
short  in  every  sense  of  those  presented  in  much 
less  attractive  dress  by  the  sister  Society  in  Japan. 
They  consist  of  five  papers  read  during  the  fiist 
session  of  the  Society,  between  April  and  July 
1892,  one  of  which  was  written  by  a  Japanese 
gentleman,  and  one  by  a  lady,  one  by  an 
old  and  well-known  resident  of  Japan,  one  by 
a  gentleman  who  has  visited  Japan,  and  the 
last  by  one  whose  knowledge  of  the  countiy 
was  derived  entirely  from  leading.  Mr.  Gow- 
land's  paper,  ihe  'third  in  the  above  list,  on 
"  The  Naturalistic  Art  of  Japan,"  was  charac- 
terized by  all  the  learning  and  research  that 
might  naturally  be  expected  from  a  gentleman 
and  a  scholar,  who  is  undoubtedly  the  second 
living  European  authoiity  on  the  subject  of  which 
he  was  treating,  and  was  illustrated  by  the  ex- 
position of  a  selection  fiom  the  rich  and  varied 
collection  of  pictorial  woiks  of  art  made  by  him 
during  his  long  residence  in  Japan.  The  reading 
of  the  paper  was  followed  by  an  interesting  discus- 
sion, and  both  were  honoured  by  maiked  attention 
on  the  part  of  a  consider  aide  audience.  The 
paper  entitled:  "The  Genealogy  of  the  Miochin 
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Family,"  (lie  famous  ai  mom  n  s  .mil  swoi  dsmilhs  of 
Japan,  is  little  mure  than  a  catalogue,    Those  on 
"The  Uses  of  Bamboo,"  ami  on  "  Industrial  Ail 
Workers,"  Contain  liule,  If  anything,  that  is  new 
or  valuahle  to  us  who  are  in  Japan,  but  it  is 
to  be  1  ememhei  ed  that  they  were  wiilten  for  the 
benefit  and  information  mainly  of  those  who  have 
never  been  here,  and  should  therefore  be  judged 
accordingly.    On  the    other   hand,    that  by  Mi. 
Shidacbi,  on  Jujitsu,  more  properly,  we  believe, 
sPelt  Jujtttsti,  or  wrestling  by  sleight  as  opposed 
to  strength,  dealt  with  a  subject  which  has,  so  far 
as  we  can  recollect,  never  hitherto  been  described 
in  English  by  any  writer,  and  of  which  very  little 
is  known,  even  by  the  oldest  European  residents 
in  Japan.    We  omselves  can  only  remember  one 
resident  who  has  given  any  attention  to  it,  and 
even  his  knowledge  of  it  is  entirely  of  a  practical 
nature.   Mr.  Shidachi's  paper  contains  a  bistoi  y  of 
the  art  (for  so  he  called  it),  and  describes  its  differ- 
ent  schools,  both  those  of  bye-gone  days  and  those 
in  actual  existence  in  Tokyo  at  the  present  time.  It 
was  illustrated,  not  only  by  drawings,  but  by  prac- 
tical demonstrations  given  in  the  lecture  hall  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Gob,  chancell ier  of  the  Japan- 
ese Legation  in  London,  and  one  of  the  seci  etaiies 
of  the  Society,  who,  to  use  the  words  quoted  fiom  the 
Saturday  Review,  "performed  bis  part  in  sacri- 
ficing himself  for  the  good  of  the  Society  with  a 
smiling  good  humour  and  a  total  absence  of  any- 
thing like  self-consciousness  which  were  beyond 
praise."     To  the  younger  members  of  our  own 
community  we  have  no  hesitation  in  commending 
Mr.  Shidachi's  paper,  thinking  that  some  pai  t  of 
their  energy  in  athletics  might  well  be  devoted  to 
the  study  and  practice  of  the  art  of  which  it  treats. 
It  is  a  graceful  art,  mainly  woiking  its  feats  by 
skill  but  also  calling  for  strength  and  activity,  a 
point  in  which  we  differ,  we  should  remark,  from 
Mr.  Shidacbi ;  entirely  free  from  all  the  reproaches 
of  coarseness  and  brutality  often  justly  levelled  at 
modern  boxing  and  wrestling,  and  even  football, 
the  grandest  of  all  games  ;  and  it  is  one  which  may 
be  practised  in  the  most  limited  space  without  the 
smallest  risk  of  injury,  while  it  is  at  the  same  time 
al  so  one  which  may  be  employed  with  even  fatal 
effect  should  occasion   require.     Aided    by  his 
skill  in  it,  the  weak  may  easily  be  a  match  for  the 
most  powerful  bully,  and  employment  of  the  few 
—the  very  few— tricks   in    it   that   are  open  to 
the  reproach  of  being  un-English,  is  only  sanction- 
ed in  desperate  circumstances,  such  as  against  a 
garrotter. 

The  Japan  Society  of  London  was  oiiginally 
organised  towards  the  close  of  1891,  its  professed 
object  being  to  encourage  Japanese  studies  and  to 
bring  together  all  those  in  the  United  Kingdom  who 
are  interested  in  Japanese  matters.    Under  the  first 
heading  are  included  Language,  Literature,  His- 
tory and  Folklore  of  Japanese  Ai  t,  Science,  and  In- 
dustries,  of  the  Social  Life  and  Economic  condition 
of  the  Japanese  people,  past  and  present,  and  of  all 
Japanese  matters.    With  such  objects,  the  Society 
well  deserves  any  assistance  which  we,  who  are  in 
Japan,  can  give  to  it,  either  pecuniarily  or  other- 
wise. Politics  and  all  the  vexed  questions  of  Treaty 
Revision  are  beyond  its  scope,  so  that  the  most 
conservative  anti-revisionist  can  join  or  help  it 
without  compunction.    It  already  numbers  in  its 
ranks  365  members,  in  the  list  of  whom  we  recog- 
nise  the  names  of  many  former  residents  in  Japan, 
who  were  both  ot  note  while  here  and  have  since 
attained  eminence  or  distinction  in  England.  That 
it  should  include  so   many  old  employes  of  the 
Japanese  Government,  so  many  men,  who,  having 
served  their  employers  well  and  faithfully  while 
here,  were,  when  their  help  was  no  longer  consider- 
ed necessary,  dispensed  with,  often  with  very  scant 
ceremony  or  consideration,  affords,  we  think,  a 
good  object  lesson  to  the  implacables  of  Japanese 
journalism,  whose  invectives  are  too  frequently 
hurled  against  the  European  employes  of  the  Go- 
vernment,  both  past  and  present.    Occasionally  we 
read  in  the  columns  of  the  low-class  Tokyo  verna- 
cular newspapers  unworthy  diali  ibes,  couched  in 
terms  as  impolite  as  the  mildness  of  the  Japanese 
language  allows,  against  those  who,  it  is  stated, 
after  having  fattened  for  years  on  large  salaries 
paid  for  little  work,  return  to  England  or  Ame- 
rica only  to  spread  libels  and  slanders   on  the 
country  which  bad  received  them  with  all  friend 
ship,  and  in  every  way  to  use  their  puny  efforts  to 
the  detriment  of  its  best  interests?    And  what  is 
the  actual  case  as  exemplified  by  the  ranks  of  the 
Japan  Society  ?    Taking  names  almost  at  random 
from  its  list  of  members,  we  find  distinguished  re- 
presentatives of  Science  such  as  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Elgar,  Grigsby,  Morse,  Gowland,  Netto,  and  Pig' 
gott,    all    of    whom  are,  in    their   several  lines, 
well  known   in   Europe,  all   of  whom  were  long 
in  Japanese  employment  using  their  best  efforts 
and    ungrudgingly    giving    their    time,     in  co- 
operation    with    pquallv    well  known  represents 
lives    of   tiade    in    Japan— the   latter   all  men 


whose  inteirsts  an:   most  falsely  supposed  and 

often  assarted  to  be  in  absolute  conflict  with  those 
of  this  country  and  ol  diplomacy — to  spread 
among  the  whole  English  people  ■  bi  tter  know 
ledge  of  Japan  and  its  people,  and  especially  ol 
all  that  is  good  and  attractive  in  both.  We  wish 
that  the  lesson  could  be  laken  to  heart  by  those 
who  are  most  in  want  of  it,  but  we  can  hardly  hope 
that  it  will  be  so.  Unscrupulous,  ignorant,  and 
vituperative  politicians  and  journalists  aie  the 
curse  of  Japan  at  the  present  day,  and  no  lesson 
conveyed  in  gentle  teims  is  ever  likely  to  reach 
them,  or  if  it  does,  to  teach  them  the  ciuel  injury 
which  their  methods  and  action  cannot  but  cause 
to  the  welfaie  of  the  country  whose  interests  they 
profess  to  serve. 


SERIOUS  ACCIDENT  TO  THE  U.S. 
VICE-  CONS  UL- G  EN  ERA  L. 


On  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  John  McLean,  the 
United  States  Vice-Cousul  General  for  Kanagawa, 
had  a  narrow  escape  from   death   in  one  of  its 
most  horrible  forms — suffocation  from  smoke  and 
subsequent   incineration.     It   appears   that  Mr. 
McLean,  who  resides  at  No.  206,  Bluff,  retired 
to  rest  early,  having  first  taken  the  precaution  to 
have  a  good  coal  fire  banked  up  in  the  fire-place  of 
his  bed-room.    Through  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
of  somebody,  the  wire  fire-guard,  instead  of  being 
hooked  on  to  the  bars  of  the  grate,  was  merely 
put-up  in  front  of  the  fire',  resting  upon  the  fen- 
der.   After  a  time  the  lumps  of  coal,  which  had 
caked  on  top  owing  to  the  action  of  the  heat,  fell 
in,  the  supply  of  coal  beneath  having  been  ex- 
hausted.   As  the  lighted  coal  fell  into  the  cavity 
thus   piepared,   the    mass  lost  cohesion,  and  a 
portion  fell  forward.    It  was  sufficiently  large  to 
upset  the  fire-guard,  and  the  latter  fell  out  into  the 
room,    earring    the    flaming    combustible  with 
it.    One  piece  gaining  impetus  in   its  fall  rolled 
on  the  skin    rugs  which  were  strewn  round  the 
hearth,  leaving  a  train  of  sparks  behind,  and  finally 
reached  the  bed  vallance.    This  being  of  cotton, 
was  highly  inflammable,  and  the  now  smoulder- 
ing coal  soon  set  it  ablaze.    The  flames  ran  along 
the  bed  and  up  the  curtains,  and  before  the  sleep- 
ing occupant  was  aware  of  what  was  happening, 
these  were  flaming,  a  silk  futon  had  been  half  con- 
sumed, and  the  coverlet,  blankets,  and  matlrass 
were  on  fire.    Aroused  by  the  smoke,  Mr.  McLean 
tore  the  blazing  curtains  down  and  leaped  to  the 
floor,  only  to  find  his  feet  on  burning  rugs.  Half 
dazed  with  the  heat  and   nearly    suffocated  with 
the  dense  smoke,  he  struggled  towards  the  chim 
ney  corner,  near  which   was  a  window.      He  had 
just  sufficient  strength  to  cry  out  for  help,  but 
not  enough  to  reach   the  window.  Fortunately 
his  cook  had  heard  the  alarm,  and  looking  up  saw 
the  flash  of  flames  through  his  master's  bedroom 
window.      Without  a  moment's  hesitation  he  en- 
tered the  house  and  dashed  upstairs.     He  arrived 
just  in  lime  to  save  his  master's  life,  for  the  smoke 
and  fumes  had  almost  done  their  worst.  Picking 
up  Mr.  McLean,  the  cook,  a  tall,  athletic  Japa- 
nese, carried  him  out  into  the  hall,  and  then  catch- 
ing up  the  water  jug  he  threw  its  contents  over 
the  bed.    Other  Japanese  had  by  this  time  come 
upstairs,  and  these  calling  in  the  assistance  of 
jinrikisha   men  from  the  roadway  outside,  the 
flames  were  fought  down.    The  room,  which  has 
six  windows,  had  its  wall  paper  burned  between 
the  two  windows  on  the   side  overlooking  the 
harbour,  while  the  ceiling  is  also  damaged  by 
fire.    The  bed  furniture  was  ruined  as  well  as  the 
tigs  upon  the  floor,  and  also  some  other  things, 
As  soon  as  possible  medical  assistance  was  sent  foi 
and  Dr.  Triplet- answered  the  summons.  He  found 
Mr.  McLean  to  be  badly  burned  upon  both  feel 
and  right  band,  the  nature  of  his  injuries  being 
sufficient  to  keep  him  a  prisoner  for  some  days, 
while  the  shock  to  the  system    has  been  acute. 
Mr.  McLean  undoubtedly  owes  his  life  to  the 
energetic  action  of  his  cook  ;  a  few  moments  more 
and   help  would  have  been  of  small  avail.  The 
house  and  furniture  are  partly  insured.   During  the 
day   many  expressions  of  sympatly  reached  Mr. 
McLean,  while  some  of  his  host  of  friends  called 
peisonally  upon  him. 


"  FALSE  religions: 


A  letter  from  a  friend  asks  what  I  mean  by  the 
foot-note  to  "  Prince  Siddartha,  the  Japanese 
Buddha,"  in  the  Japan  Weskly  Mail,  Jan.  20.  It 
reads  "  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Rev.  Dr. 
F.  E.  Clark,  who  writes  the  Introduction,  has 
spoken  several  times  of  false  religions." 
^  Thinking  a  public  reply,  showing  the  trend  of 
Christian  thought  on  this  subject,  might  not  he 
altogether  useless,  even  to  your  many  non-Chris- 


tan  readers,  Iventu.e  to  lend  some  quotations, 
taken  from  such  books  as  happen  to  !„•  ft  I  hand. 
Aside  from  the  quotations,  the  w,„,|  fulse  a<| 
applied  to  religion  pi  any  kind,  has  always  teemed 

tO  me  so  Hide  and  unloving,  so  Illl  Chrinlian,  that 
I  have  shrunk  from  using  it,  as  well  as  similar 
Words,  heathen,  pagan,  &c  Since  Chiisl  and 
his  apostles  never  used  these  tenns,  there  is  no 
need  for  a  Christian's  clinging  to  them.  To  be  sure, 
/a/je  lias  some  dozen  shades  of  meaning,  among 
which  are  "not  well  founded,"  "imperfect." 
When  used  in  this  sense  there  can  be  no  objection, 
save  that  the  average  reader  will  probably  put  in 
the  meaning,  "  given  to  deceit,"  "  dishonest,"  not 
true."  And  it  is  this  latter  and  general  meaning 
oftheteun  that  Christians  are  rapidly  giving— 
have  already  given— up  as  applied  to  exlia- 
Bihlical  religious. 

Until  the  early  part  of  this  century,  thiswoid 
was  most  freely  used  and  thoroughly  believed  in. 
"  There  was  the  theological  bias,  which  caused 
all  religions  except  one  to  be  regaided  as  utleily 
false." — Brit.  End.  Religion.  Everybody  knows 
the  stoiy  of  "(he  Jesuit  father  who  was  struck 
with  the  similarities  between  the  Thibetan  and  the 
Roman  Ritual,  and  thought  the  devil  had  deluded 
those  unfortunate  people  with  a  blasphemous 
mutation  of  the  religion  of  Christ.  The  Spaniaid 
Acosta  advances  a  similar  explanation  of  the 
Mexican  ritual." 

But  a  new  spirit  is  certainly  coming  over  not 
only  those  who  are  shy  of  the  organized  Chiis- 
tianity  of  the  nineteenth  century,  but  over  the 
wholeChurch.  Everybody  expects  HerbertSpencer 
to  say  :—"  Through  the  gieat  body  of  dogmas, 
traditions  and  rites,  (of  all  religions),  a  soul  of 
truth  is  always  visible,  clearly  or  dimly,  as  the 
case  may  be."  No  one  is  shocked  to  see  in  a 
magagine  like  The  Universal  Review.  — "  A  new 
Catholicity  has  dawned  upon  the  world.  Ail  re- 
ligions are  now  recognized  as  essentially  Divine  

all  creeds  which  have  enabled  men  to  overcome 
their  bestial   appetites   with    visions   of  things 
spiritual    and  eternal."— Dec.   1888.     We  may 
not  assent  to  such   statements,  but  apparently 
they    have    come    to   stay.      Lecturers   of  the 
great    universities,    and    scholarly  missionaries 
have  almost  completely  come  to  regard  the  other 
religions  somewhat  as  above.     Rhys  Davids,  in 
his    Hibbard    Lectures,    l88x,    p.  3,  somewhat 
strongly  says  :— The  fact  that  truth  can  be  found 
among  all   peoples  and  in  all   creeds  has  been 
acknowledged  through  so  many  centuries  by  men 
eminent  in  the  Church  and  out  of  it,  that  it  has 
become  almost  a  truism  and  needs  scarcely  to  be 
stated,  certainly  not  to  be  proved."    J.  Words- 
worth, Bampton   Lectures,  1881,  "The  One  Re- 
I'gion,  p.  73,"  says  :— "To  us  Christians  the  religion 
of  heathenism  is  rather  a  mysterious,  half-ruined 
temple,  in  which  it  is  more  meet  to  fall  down  and 
worship,  than  to  wander  unawed  and  unabashed." 
Robeit  Flint  in  St.  Giles  Lectures,  says  :—"  All 
heathen  religions  contain  some  erroneous  and  evil 
principles  among  their  essential  tenets,  and  in  so 
far  as  such  is  the  case,  Christianity  must  be  hostile 
to  them.    All  heathen  religions  are  defective  and 
disproportionate,  and  therefore  ought  to  give  way 
before  Christianity  which   is  complete  and  har- 
monious.   All  heathen  religions  comprise  elements 
of  truth,  features  of  goodness,  disclosures  of  God, 
means  of  spiritual  life;  and  in  so  far  they  lead  up 
to  the  absolute  religion,  the  full  orbed  faith,  in 
which  all  rays  of  light  are  concentrated,  and  on 
which  there  is  no  darkness  at  all." 

Other  writers,  like  Monier  Williams,  speak  of 
false  systems  and  false  philosophy,  but  in  view  of 
all  they  say,  we  must  take  the  adjective  to  mean 
imperfect.    He  says:— "I  admit  that  Buddhism 
conferred  many  benefits  on  the  millions  of  Asia. 
It  introduced  education  and  culture,  it  encotn  ag- 
ed literature  and  art;  it  promoted  physical,  moral, 
and  intellectual  progress  up  to  a  certain  point; 
it    proclaimed  peace,  goodwill,  and  biolherhood' 
among  men  ;  it  deprecated  war  between  nation 
and  nation  ;  it  avowed  sympathy  with  social  liberty 
and  freedom  ;  it  gave  back  much  independence 
to   woman  ;  preached  puiily   in   thought,  word, 
and  deed  (though  only  for  the  accumulation  of 
merit);  it  taught  self-denial  without  self-torture; 
it  inculcated  generosity,  charity,  tolerance,  love, 
self-sacrifice  and  benevolence,  even  towards  the 
inferior  animals;  its  advocated  respect  for  life 
and  compassion  toward  all  creatures  ;  it  forbade 
avarice,  and  hoarding  of  money;  and  from  its 
declaration  that  man's  future  depended  on  his 
present  acts  and  condition,  it  did  good  service  for 
a  time  in  promoting  good  works,  and  elevating 
the  character  of  humanity.    ...    It  taught  the 
existence  of  unseen  worlds  ;  it  permitted  prayer  ;  it 
inculcated  faith  and  trust  in  celestial  beings  ;  which 
operated  as  good  motives  in  the  hearts  of  many,  while 
the  hope  of  being  born  in  higher  conditions  of  life, 
and  the  desiie  to  arquire  met  it  l>\'  leveientlal  acts, 

led  to  the  development  of   devotional    set  vices 
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which  had  much  in  common  will,  lliose  pe.  formed 
in  Chri«ti»N  connliies."— "  Buddhism,  pp.  SS/'I- 
S;.  \V  W  Hunter,  in  Nineteenth  Century,  July 
iSSS  p.  21.  says  ;-"  During  the  last  twenty  five 
years  llie  study  of  the  Science  of  ReligW"  has  pro- 
foundly modified  missionary  methods,  ll.atstuU) 
has  led  the  world,  and  is  compelling  He  Chu.ch, 
to  acknowledge  the  good  in  other  faiths.  It  has 
disclosed  the  services  which  all  the  g,  eater  re 
ligions  have  performed  for  mankind,  the  bind, ng 
power  which  they  supplied  to  feeble  soc.alo.gani- 
zalions  of  ancient  days,  the  suppoi  I  which  they 
aave  to  the  nascent  moral  sense,  the  function 
Which  they  have  discharged  in  developing  the 
ideas  of  national  obligation  and  of  social  duty. 

I  have  not  gone  through  these  authors  seai  ching 
for  the  words  false  religions,  and  cannot  affirm 
that  the  term  is  never  used  by  them.  \  el  itwem 
safe  to  say  that  such  w.  iters  would  cut  ott  then 
right  hands  before  they  would  use  that  term  in 
the  old  and  popular  sense.  Passing  on  now  to 
preachers  and  theological  teachers,  we  find  the 
same  avoidance  of  the  wo.d  false.  I  Lave  found 
but  one  exception,  Dr.  F.  F.  Ellinwoou,  "  Oi.eula 
Religions  and  Christianity,"  whose  opening  chapter 

sufficiently  shows  his  animus ;—"  1  he  Need  of 
Understanding  the  False  Religions.'     Of  course 
there  a.e  oll.e.s  who  talk  and  write  in  this  way 
but  they  are  growing  conspicuous  fo.  then- small 
number.    Contrast  what  the  late  Prof.  Stearns 
says  in  his  "  Evidences  of  Christian  Expe,  1e1.ce 
p  A1  ._'<  The  heathen  systems  were  usually  ranged 
under  the  common  and  indiscriminate  designation 
of  'false  .eligions.'    Little  allowance  was  made 
for  the  direct  influence  of  God  upon  the  vast  masses 
of  mankind  lying  outside  of  Ch,  istian.ty .    But  we 
have  come  to  a  belter  and  truer  view.    We  hud 
that   the   religions   of   the    world    form    part  ol 
one  g.eat  system,  with  common  cha.actoist.es, 
and  well  ma.ked  relations  to  each  other.  Great 
as  are  the  errors  and  abuses  which  inhere 
the  ethnic  faiths,  a  careful  study  of  the...  shows 
that  they  contain  an  immense  amount  ol  ivima 
and  spiritual  truth.     Even  Christian. ty-thougl 
radically  differenced  from  them  by  us  provision 
for  redemption  tlnougl.  Christ,  which  is  Us  es- 
sential characteristic— is  vitally  coirellated  with 
them     The  thoughtful   Chiistian    sees  1.1  these 
"  religions  running  wild,"  as  Scl.elling  calls  them, 
not  mere  human  construction,  but  the  human  pe. 
version  of  an  essential  and  indefeasible  relation 
between  God  and  man,  and  he  recognizes  ...  the., 
history  the  presence  of  God's  Providence  educat 
ing  the  human  race  for  its  high  destiny  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God.    Christianity  is  at  once  the  re- 
medy of  all  that  is  false  in  the  ethnic  religions  and 
the  fulfilment  of  all  that  is  true  in  them. 

Cardinal  Newman  somewhere  says,  I  do  not 
know  the  book  and  page  :-"  The.  e  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  false  religion,  whatever  the  amount  of 
e.  ror  it  may  be  mixed  up  with.  All  religions  have 
done  something  to  lift  man  above  the  senses,  to 
idealize  life." 

"Principal  Caird,  "Faiths  of  the  World,"  p.  2, 
says  — "The  study  of  the  earlier  and  impe.fecl 
forms  of  faith  has  another  than  pi  actical  intei  est 
for  the  Christian  mind.  The  maxim  of  Ch.  istian 
wisdom  rests  on  the  principle  that  there  is  an  es 
senlial  relation  between  Christianity  and  ine  pie 
Christian  religions." 

Dr  G  Malheson,  the  blind  minister  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  one  of  her  ablest  writers,  says  in  his 
"  Distinctive  Messages  of  the  Old  Religions, 
V  "U2  — "  For  each  and  all  of  these  religions  there 
is  a  justification  in  the  light  of  the  manifold  wis- 
dom of  God." 

There  is  no  need  of  more  room  to  show  how  im 
possible  it  is  for  the  phrase  "  false  religions  "  eve. 
again  to  have  currency  among  thoughtful  and 
scholarly  Christians.  Eve.  y  other  possible  adjec- 
tive is  brought  into  requisition  ;— "  non-Christian, 
"ethnic  faiths,"  "  nature  religions,  "ext.a-B.bl. 
cai,"  "different  faiths,"  "older  religions,  '  "pre- 
Christian,"  &c,  &c,  but  if  the  word  false  is  used, 
it  seems  to  be  either  in  the  sense  of  imperfect,  01 
else  as  in  Prof.  Steam's  quotation,  strictly  limited 
to  some  part  of  the  ethnic  religion. 

To  all  this  there  will  be  some  who  will  say,  "  But 
we  say  the  true  God,  the  true  Light,  &c,  which 
implies  that  these  other  gods  and  religions  are 
false.  Must  we  become  so  cultured  and  careful 
that  we  cannot  even  say  the  true  religion  ?  Christ 
calls  himself  The  Truth,  and  can  there  be  more 
than  one  Truth?"  ...  . 

The  unhesitating  reply  must  be:  We  must  be 
true  and  loyal  to  Christ  if  we  take  him  as  our 
Lord  and  Master.  When,  however,  we  hear  such 
men  as  Max  Muller  saying  "  It  is  easy  to  say 
it  before  a.,  audience  like  this,  but  I  should  not  be 
afraid  to  say  it  before  an  audience  of  Brahmans, 
Buddhists,  Parsis.and  Jews,  that  there  is  no  religion 
in  the  whole  wo.  Id  which,  in  simplicity,  in  pu.  ity  ol 
purpose,  in  charily,  and  truo  humanity,  comes  near 


to  that  religion  which  Christ  taught  to  his  disciples," 
("Natural  Religion,"  p.  570);  or  such  men  as 
Monier  Williams  affi.ming,  "  How  vast,  how  pro- 
found, how  impossible  is  the  gulf  sepa.ating  the 
true  religion  from  the  false  philosophy  of  Budd- 
I, ism; "  or  even  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  (though 
what  he  says  will  have  very  little  weight  with 
most  of  us),  who  decla.ed  that  "  one  ve.se  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  woith  more  than  all 
the  Buddhistic  books;"  we  need  not  be  in  the 
least  afraid  to  talk  fully  and  f.eely  of  the  tine 
religion  and  the  true  God.  Only  we  need  to 
bear  in  mind  thai  the  wo.d  Hue  is  sometimes  op- 
posed to  false,  and  sometimes  to  vague  or  imper- 
fect. Any  scholaily  connnenlaiy  will  set  forth 
this  two-fold  contrast.  Godet  on  John  I,  9  p. 
says:  "This  word  true,  aXtjhvos,  is  one  of  die 
cha.acte.islic  tetms  of  John's  slyle.  Of  twenty 
eight  passages  in  which  we  meet  with  it  in  the 
New  Testament,  twenty-three  belong  to  John. 
It  is  also  used  in  llie  classics.  Il  contrasts,  nol 
the  true  with  llie  false,  but  the  normal  appearance 
with  the  imperfect  .ealization.  The  light  of  which 
John  speaks,  consequently,  is  charade,  ized  by 
it  as  the  essential  light,  in  opposition  to  eve.y 
light  of  an  inferior  order.'' 

Milligau  and  Moulton's  Commentary  on  the 
same  passage  is  as  follows  :— "  Il  is  unfoi  lunate 
that  two  different  wo.ds,  aXr)Civos  and  aXi]or)S 
must  be  represented  by  the  same  English  word  ; 
true,  the  second  one,  used  thi.leen  limes  in 
John's  Gospel,  denotes  truth  in  contrast  with  false- 
hood.— Jno.  3:33,  &c.  The  first  one,  however, 
expresses  the  .eal  as  contrasted  with  the  phe- 
nomenal, that  which  is  pe.fect  and  substantia),  as 
opposed  to  what  is  imperfect  and  shadowy." 

Canon  Cook's  Commentary  does  nol  differ: — 
"  AXrihvos"  maiks  the  essential  nature  of  the  light 
as  that  of  which  all  other  lights  are  onlypa.tial 
laysor  reflections.  The  "  tine  light"  in  this  sense 
is  nol  opposed  to  "  false  light,"  but  to  an  impei  feet, 
incomplete,  transitory  light-" 

Is  il  not  a  rema.kable  carefulness  on  the  pa.t  of 
the  sacred  writers  of  the  New  Testament  that  in 
the  only  places  where  "the  true  God"  occurs, 
(jno.  17.3,  I  Thess.   1.9,  I  John  5.20)  the  word, 
uXnCivoS,  which  is  never  contrasted  with  false,  is 
the  word  used?    And  ought  not  believers  of  the 
true  God,  lo  be  equally  ca.eful  and  considerate? 
In   view  of  these  facts,  it  seems  all  the  more 
egretlable  that  Dr.  Cla.k  was  so  f.  ee  with  the 
word  false  in  his  Introduction  to  Mr.  Atkinson's 
"Prince    Siddartha."     It   seems  all    the  more 
proper  to  congratulate  Mr.  Atkinson,  who,  while 
agreeing    emphatically    with    Monier  Williams 
that    there  is   an  "infinite  difference"  between 
Christianity  and    Buddhism,  and    while  calling 
Buddhism    a    teaching   of   "  gloom,  depression, 
da.kness,    despair,    and    irremediable  death, 
yet  gives  this  very  fitting  and  discriminating  close 
to  his  book  : — "  The  one  may  be  as  indeed  he  has 
been,  the  l  ight  of  Asia.    His  light  also  may  have 
been,  indeed  il  has  been,  a  great  good  to  many 
peoples.     At  its  best,  however,  it  has  been  more 
like  the  light  of  the   moon,  clear,  luminous,  and 
cold,  lather  than  like  the  sun,  bright  glowing,  and 
life-giving.    The  moon  stands  as  a  fitting  figure  of 
Buddha,  ihe  Lighi  of  Asia.    The  sun  stands  as  a 
no  less  fitting  figure  for  Jesus  Chiist,  the  Light  of 
the  World." 

In  other  words,  Mr.  Atkinson  does  not  say:— 
"  Christ  is  the  True  Light,  and  Buddhism  is 
false,"  but  virtually  that  while  Christ  is  llie  True 
Light  :  Buddhism  and  all  other  systems  a.e  partial 

and  impe.fecl  lights.  f 

J.  H.  Ue  t 

Kyoto,  January  30th,  1894. 


"An  Answering  Cry  from  the  Oiient,"  and  was 
intended  lo  reply  to  some  slanders  against  Clu  is- 
tianity  in  "  A  Cry  from  the  Orient,"  in  a  Chicago 
daily  paper. 

Sue!.  Beung  Kin,  a  Korean,  has  entered  as  a 
student  al  Roanoke  College,  Virginia.  The  only 
other  Korean  student  in  this  country  is  in  the  Uni- 
veisily  of  Pennsylvania. 

Miss  Oy  Yoke,  a  young  Chinese  woman  of 
San  Francisco,  is  trying  lo  obtain  a  medical 
education.  For  three  years  she  has  supported 
he.self  by  nursing  the  sick  among  her  own  people. 
She  has  made  application  at  some  of  ihe  San 
F.anciscohospilalsjbut  the  other  nurses  have  raised 
objections,  and  to  prevent  trouble  the  directo.s 
have  felt  obliged  to  exclude  the  Chinese  gill.  Oy 
Yoke  was  sold  10  the  highbinders  by  her  parents 
when  a  baby,  and  brought  to  this  countiy.  While 
still  a  baby,  she  was  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Methodist  Mission. 

A  recent  social  incident  of  Washington  life  has 
been  the  appearance  in  public  of  the  Chinese  Mini- 
sters wife,  who  was  present  at  one  of  Mrs.  Cleve- 
land's receptions.  Mde.  Young  Yu  thus  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  among  the  wives 
of  Chinese  Ministers  to  cross  the  White  House 
threshold. 

Il  is  reported  lhat  ihe  resident  Chinese  are  nol 
availing  themselves  rapidly  of  the  new  opportunity, 
under  the  amended  Gea.y  Law,  for  registration; 
and  that  President  Cleveland  intends,  on  May  1st, 
ihe  limit  of  time,  (o  enforce  llie  law  very  st.  icily, 
and  to  see  that  all  umegisteied  Chinamen  are 
depoi  ted. 

Rear-Admiral  George  E.  Belknap  has  been  put 
on  the  retired  list  of  the  U.S.  Navy. 

Hawaiian  affairs  again  demand  a  paragraph. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco 
Chamber  of  Commerce  resolutions  we.e  adopted 
in  favour  of  annexation.  The  Yale  Hawaiian  Club, 
twenly  strong,  on  the  171I1  inst.,  celebrated  the 
fi.sl  anniversary  of  ihe  revolution.  On  the  191I1  a 
steamer  arrived  from  Honolulu,  and  brought  not 
only  news  but  also  notable  passengers  in  the 
persons  of  Minister  L.  A.  Thurston,  Vice-President 
F.  M.  Hatch  and  several  p.ominent  friends  of  llie 
ex-Oueen.  One  of  these  has  tefuled  llie  state- 
ment that  Liliuokalani  intends  to  seek  damages 
from  the  U.S.  Government.  In  Honolulu  business 
was  still  stagnant,  and  the  political  excitement 
had  considerably  subsided.  Minister  Willis  and 
President  Dole  had  been  engaging  in  some  spicy 
co.  respondence  .elative  to  their  strained  relations. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  republic  with  a  constitution. 
The  general  outline  of  the  constitution  followed 
lhat  of  Ihe  United  States,  except  that  in  the  elec- 
tion, at  least  of  the  highest  officials,  an  educational 
and  property  qualification  would  be  tequired  of 
the  voters.  This  would  leave  members  of  the 
Lower  House  to  be  elected  "by  franchise  without 
qualification  fin  ther  than  being  able  lo  lead  and 
write  the  English  language." 

President  Cleveland  has  submitted  another 
'hatch"  of  Hawaiian  con  espondence  to  Con- 
gress, and  among  other  things,  sent  in  a  petition 
of  the  Hawaiian  Patriotic  League,  "claiming  to 
represent  8,000  legal  voters,"  in  favour  of  the  its- 
toration  of  the  Queen.  Ex-Minister  Stevens  has 
had  a  chance  to  tell  his  side  of  the  story  before 
the  Senate  Committee. 

The  latest  news  from  Samoa  is  as  follows  : — 


LETTER  FRQM  CHICAGO. 
 >  

(Prom  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  January  251  ii. 
Impei  ial    Japanese  Commissions  Yatnataka 
and  ih.ee  or  four  attaches  of  the  Commission 
return  to  Japan  by  the  China. 

Prof.  Romyn  Hitchcock  read  a  paper  ihe  other 
evening  befoie  the  Ethnological  Section  of  ihe 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  this  city  on  ''The  Ainos, 
or  Bear- Worshippers  of  Yezo,  Japan." 

P.  of.  Frederick  Starr,  of  the  Department  of 
Anthropology  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  spoke 
on  "  Shintois.ni  "  last  Sunday  evening  in  the  chapel 
of  that  institution.  To-morrow  evening  Massuo 
lkuiH,  Ph.D.,  isloadd.ess  the  Chemical  Club  of 
the  University.  . 

A  recent  number  of  the  Union  Signal  of  this 
city  co'nlained  a  communication  from  Totiori, 
Japan,  by  Adelaide  D  illghailay,  "  Uu  r-leveu  yra.s 
a  tesident  in  Japan."     The  a.ticle  was  e. Hilled 


Apia,  Samoa,  |an.  3.  via  San  Francisco,  Jan.  19— The  natives 
ill  the  district  of  Hana  have  rebelled  and  proclaimed  Tamasese 
king.  This  Tamasese  is  a  son  of  a  former  German  puppet  king, 
and  he  has  a  large  following.  The  people  of  Savaii  tiave  de- 
clared allegiance  to  King  Malietoa  and  are  gathering  to  his 
support.  The  Chief  Justice,  President,  and  Consuls  meet  to- 
morrow to  consider  the  situation.  The  Consuls  have  sent  a  re- 
quest by  Monowai  for  war  ships.  The  rumoured  intention  of  the 
Powers  to  disarm  the  natives  is  the  principal  cause  of  discon- 
tent, and  the  natives  say  thai  they  will  resist  any  such  attempts. 

Il  seems  almost  impossible  to  learn  the  truth 
with  reference  to  affait  s  in  Brazil,  except  that,  as 
business  in  Rio  Janeiio  is  impeded  by  theseige  of 
that  city,  the  inhabitants  are  hoping  for  a  speedy 
termination  of  the  si.  uggle.  Admiral  Benl.am,  as 
mediator,  is  trying  lo  arrange  for  peace. 

Senator  Hill,  of  New  Yoik,  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing llie  rejection  of  llie  nomination  of  Hurnblower 
lo  be  Associate  Justice  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
but  President  Cleveland  has  since  "  struck  back  " 
by  sending  in  the  nomination  of  another  "auli- 
snapper,"  Wheeler  H.  Peckham.  The  new 
nominee  is  a  Union  College  graduate,  a  prominent 
lawyer,  andp.esident  of  llie  Bar  Association  of 
New  Y01  k  City. 

W.  I.  Buchanan,  of  Iowa,  ex-Chief  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agi  icultui  e  in  the  Wo.  Id's  Columbian 
Exposition,  has  been  appointed  U.S.  Minister  to 
the  Argentine  Republic,  now  called  Argentina. 

Hon.  John  H.  Gear,  now  Represenlali ve  from 
the  Builinglon  (Iowa)  disti  ict,  has  been  elected 
to  the  U.S.  Seo.ite  In  stlCCrfd  Hon.  J  .v.  F.  Wil 
SOU.      Ihe  enipU'  luinolli  "I  I  he-  I)'-  1  l-«t>ic  iinllHf' 

nation  went  to  ex-Gov.  Boies.     Senator  Gear  ha3 


Feb. 


MAIL. 


had  large  expeiience  il)  political  life,  as  Mayor  of 

Burlington,  Member  of  the  Iowa  Legislature, 
Governor  (two  terms)  of  Iowa,  ami  Member  ol 
Congress  (several  terms). 

Senator  VVallliall,  of  Mississippi,  has  resigned 
for  the  remainder  of  his-  present  teini  on  account 
of  ill  health,  ami  will  take  a  trip  abroad, 

Secretary  Carlisle,  on  the  171I1  inst.,  issued  a 
circular  inviting  proposals  on  5  per  cent,  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $50,000,000,  to  meet  the  present 
demands  and  maintain  the  credit  of  the  United 
Slates  at  home  and  abroad.  No  offer  of  less  than 
117.223  will  be  received;  so  that  the  inteiest  is 
really  equivalent  to  3  per  cent,  at  par.  The  bonds 
will  be  dated  Febiuary  1st,  1894,  and  will  be 
redeemable  after  ten  yeats  from  date  of  issue. 
The  Knights  of  l  abour  threaten  to  pet  out  an 
•injunction  against  the  Secretary  ;  but  have  not  yet 
made  any  open  move  in  the  matter. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  Reptesenta- 
tives  have  voted  by  9  to  7  to  report  an  income  tax 
bill  to  the  House.  According  to  this  proposed 
measure,  all  incomes  over  $4,000  will  be  taxed  at 
the  rate  of  2  per  cent. 

It  looks  now  as  if  sugar,  coal,  and  iron  would  go 
on  the  fiee  list;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  cotton 
machinery  will  fare  the  same.  But  any  tariff  re- 
form measure,  even  if  it  passes  the  House,  may  fail 
in  the  Senate  with  its  small  Democratic  major- 
ity, although  the  reform  be  only  moderate  and  not 
radical. 

The  obituary  list  this  time  is  quite  lengthy.  It  in- 
cludes ex-Senator  Henry  M.  Rice,  of  Minnesota  • 
ex-Gov.  Wm.  Gaston,  of  Massachusetts;  Judge  C. 
P.  Thompson,  of  Massachusetts  (lie  once  defeated 
Ben  Butler  for  Congress);  Miss  Helen  H.  Shafer, 
LL.D.,  President  of  Wellesley  College,  Massa- 
chusetts; and  ex-Gov.  William  Gilpin,  of  Colo- 

VacdZ'  ,Gf°-  Wl  CI,iWs>  the  eminent  philanthropist 
of  Philadelphia,  is  also  seriously  ill. 

Pui  due  University,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  has 
met  with  a  great  loss.  On  the  19th  inst.  its  new 
shops  for  mechanical  and  engineei  ing  classes,  with 
complete  equipments,  were  dedicated;  and  on  the 
23rd,  the  night  before  it  was  to  used  for  the  first 
recitation,  it  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

At  the  University  of  Chicago  the  great  attraction 
at  present  is  the  series  of  Sunday  afternoon  lec- 
tures of  President  Harper  on  "  The  Stories  of 
Uenesis.  Next  in  attractive  power  is,  perhaps, 
Prof.  R.  G.  Moullon's  Wednesday  afternoon  series 
of  recitations  of  "  Ancient  Tragedies  for  English 
Audiences." 

Dr.  Talmage  has  given  out,  that  soon,  after  25 
years  of  active  service,  he  will  give  up  his  pulpit 
work.  r 

Old  Boreas,  after  giving  us  the  benefit  of  a  long 
vacation  from  his  blasts,  has  just  visited  us  again 
with  renewed  vigour.  Several  inches  of  snow  cover 
the  ground;  and  the  mercury  has  dropped  below 
zero.  The  severity  of  the  cold  has,  of  course,  in- 
creased the  sufferings  of  the  poor.  On  the  othei 
hand,  business  shows  a  slight  and  slow  improve 
mem. 

On  the  301I1  of  this  month  the  Bell  Telephone 
patents  expire;  and  it  is  hoped,  but  probably  in 
vain,  that  the  cost  of  telephone  service,  whether 
rented  or  purchased,  will  be  considerably  reduced. 

In  the  Coughlin  trial  the  prosecution  has  rested 
its  case;  and  the  defence  has  begun  its  active 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  accused.  The  trial  bids 
fair  to  be  very  lengthy  and  tedious. 

The  recent  fire  in  the  World's  Fair  damaged  to 
a  large  extent  the  valuable  furniture  exhibit  of 
Coleson  and  Locke,  of  London;  and  has  also 
caused  the  exhibitors  to  hasten  their  efforts  to  get 
their  exhibits  out.  It  is  probable  that  by  Feb.  1 
all  the  buildings  will  be  entirely  cleared  of  exhibits. 

The  Fine  Arts  Building,  containing  the  valu- 
able exhibits  of  the  World's  Columbian  Museum 
is  undoubtedly  unsafe.  The  underwriters,  think- 
ing it  too  heavy  a  risk,  have  raised  the  rates  of 
insurance,  which  the  officers  of  the  Museum  insist 
are  exorbitant.  It  seems  the  height  of  folly  to 
allow  such  valuable  ai tides  to  undergo  so  much 
risk.  The  Museum,  by  the  way,  has  just  received 
an  offer  of  the  Coiey  Ornithological  Collection 
containing  15,000  specimens  and  a  large  library' 
and  valued  at  $100,000,  for  $17,000. 

The  assets  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion have  dwindled  $400,000  in  one  month,  and 
seem  likely  soon  to  drop  below  the  $1,000,000 
mark.  I  he  stock-holders  are,  of  course,  becoming 
anxious.  & 

The  people  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  have  become 
interested  on  the  subject  of  an  inter-state  exposi- 
tion. "A  corporation  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000 
and  power  to  extend  to  $5,000,000,  has  been 
chartered,  citizens  have  cont.ibuted  $200,000 
toward  preliminary  expenses,  and  the  enterprise 
is  fairly  on  its  feet."  In  1881  Atlanta  had  a 
flourishing  "Cotton  Exposition ;»  in  1895  it  may 

hav.a  Midwintr,   [ule.-slat*  Exposition. 

Novel  schemes  of  adveuiseis  for  teaching  the 


public  and  attracting  attention,  a,.;  cwistaiftlv 
being  developed,    About  two  weeks  ago  I  received 

a  postal  caul  containing  no  message  except.  "You 
aie  in  luck  !"     A  few  days  later  I  received  a  se 

cond  card,;  containing  :— "  You  are  In  luck,  for  you 
a.e  invited!!"  To-day  I  received  a  ci.cular 
containing,  on  its  fi.st  page,  "  You  are  in  tuck  for 

you  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  Chicago  Re- 
cord's  Second  1  Free  Book  Distribution.'"!  I  I 

The  official  account  of  the  "  Parliament  of  Re- 
ligions edited  by  Rev.  John  Henry  Barrows, 
U.U.,  has  been  issued  in  two  large  volumes  of  800 
pages  each.    It  is  a  veiy  valuable  woik. 


THE  EMPERORS  BIRTHDAY. 


The    following   article    about    the  Emperor's 
Birthday,  appears  in  the  Empire  :— 

"  Queen's  weather"  has  passed  into  a  proverb 
in  the  English  language,  on  account  of  the  bright 
genial  sunshine  with  which  Her  Majesty's  birth- 
day   falling,  as  it  does,  in   what  is  in  England 
pei  haps,  by  far  the  pleasantest  month  in  the  year' 
has  almost  invariably  been  favoured  throughout 
her  reign.   The  Emperor  of  Japan  has  been  hardly 
less  favoured  in  this  respect  dining  the  twenty. six 
years  he  has  been  on  the  throne.  His  birthday  falls 
upon  the  3rd  of  November,  a  month  not  as  a  rule 
associated  by  English  people  with  pleasant  clima- 
tic recollections,  but  one  which  is  in  Japan  usually 
characterized  by  every  attraction  of  the  Indian 
summer.     The  enervating  damp  heat  of  the  ve.y 
early  autumn  has  gone,  even  memory  of  the  tropi- 
cal oppressiveness  of  the  summer  has  faded  away, 
and  a   bracing  and  inspiring  atmosphere  which' 
makes  the  mere  fact  of  existence  a  pleasure  pre- 
vails over  nearly  the  whole  of  the  main  island  of 
the  empire.    The  vividly  blue  expanse  of  the  sky 
is  seldom  broken  by  as  much  as  a  single  cloud  the 
wonderful  rarity  of  the  amosphere  confers  a  great 
expanse  on  the  range  of  vision,  and  Fujiyama,  the 
peerless  mountain,  the  pride  of  eve.y  Japanese 
heart,  the  joy  of  eve.y  Japanese  artist,  and  the 
hist  object  to  which  the  eye  of  every  passenger  on 
the  inward  steamers  from  the  far  west  is  directed 
with  its  summit  already  covered  with  snow,  is  seen 
to  better  advantage  glistening  in  the  bright  mom- 
mg  sunshine  than  at  any  other  season  of  the  year 
Doubly  fortunate  are  those  passengers  whose  first 
glimpse  of  it  is  from  the  deck  of  their  steamer,  still 
too  far  out  at  sea  to  raise  above  the  horizon  even 
the  tops  of  the  hills  among  which 

FUJIYAMA  RISES  PROUD  AND  MAJESTIC. 

The  course  now  followed  by  the  majority  of 
steamers  allows  but  in  rare  cases  the  enjoyment 
of  this  wondrous  spectacle.  At  the  same  time  a 
happy  chance  may  still  occasionally  grant  it  and 
when  it  does  the  solitary  peak  in  its  spa.icling 
whiteness,  standing  apparently  alone  in  the  midst 
of  the  wide  ocean,  presents  a  sight  worthy  of 
fairyland,  and  drives  the  mind  to  thoughts  of  the 
enchanted  islands  of  the  Arabian  Nights.  Visitors 
not  fortunate  enough  to  enjoy  this  chance  need 
not  repine.  Everywhere  they  stay  and  every- 
where they  go  throughout  the  13  great  provinces 
that  lie  around  Tokyo,  they  will  constantly  have 
the  mountain  before  them,  the  first  object  which 
greets  their  eyes  each  morning  and  the  last  at 
night,  in  ever  changing  aspect  and  form,  crystal 
white  in  the  early  morning,  russet  red  beneath 
the  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  now,  when  interrupted 
by  intervening  hills,  with  only  its  summit  visible, 
and  again,  when  viewed  from  one  of  the  many 
vantage  points,  with 

THE  WHOLE   OF  ITS  GLORIOUS  SWEEP 

extending  almost  right  down  to  the  ocean's  edge. 

"  For  more  than  40  years,"  said  a  venerable  old 
priest  111  a  temple  on   the  island  of  Euoshima, 
have  I  been  gazing  at  it,  and  I  am  not  tired  of 
it  yet." 

None,  not  even  the  most  insensate  to  nature's 
beauties,  could  fail  to  share  and  sympathize  in 
the  old  man's  admiration,  or  to  think  that  such  a 
prospect  ever  before  him  may  render  more  toler- 
able the  severest  austeries  of  the  1  igid  Buddhist 
ecclesiastic,  who  faithfully  observes  all  the  tenets 
of  his  order. 

Turning  from  Fusiyama  to  the  lower  lying  hills, 
new  and  different  beauties  everywhere  at  this' 
season  meet  the  eye  in  the  infinite  variety  of  the 
rich  colouring  of  the  maples  in  their  autumn  dress  ; 
and  again,  leaving  the  hills  altogether  and  coming 
down  to  the  plains,  one  is  absolutely  bewildered 
by  the  profusion  of  the  glorious  chrysanthemum, 
the  national  flower  of  Japan,  the  crest  of  the  im- 
perial family  and  the  badge  of  the  highest  order  of 
knighthood  in  the  empire,  that  reserved  exclusively 
for  members  of  royal  families.  In  every  variety 
of  colour  and  form  and  species  are  they  now  seen, 
m  eve.y  lunise  and  ga.den,  from  ll,e  palace  and 

grounds  of  the  Empeioi  down  to  the  hut  in  which 


llJglllly  crowd  a  dozen  toiling  coolie-,  or  jinriki. 
sha  men;  at  eve.y  st.  ret  corner  tiny  a,,-  |„,  M|», 

the  monthly  dower  markets,  held  on  different  days 
hi 1  different quarters  of  the  city,  pieseut  a  show 

which  Would  throw  the  glo.ies  of  ll„.  London 
leu, pie,  to  which  flock  annually  all  the  fashion  of 
London,  completely  in  the  shade  ;  and  the  p.  ice  is 
such  that,  with  a  little  ha. gaining,  a  moderate 
house  can  be  decorated  from  end  to  end  with  glow- 
ing plants  for  less  than  a  couple  of  dollais,  and 

THE  POOR,  STRUGGLING  LABOURER 
whose  earnings  on  good  days  may  be  little  moro 
than  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  can  obtain  the  one 
plant  he  wants  to  brighten  his  room,  g. owing  and 
in  the  full  bloom  of  a  dozen   single  flowers  for 
two  or  three  sen,  less  than  one  penny  ste.l'ing. 
Pleasure  seekers,    whose    thoughts    are  turning 
towards  this  land,  will  see  it  at  its  best  if  they 
lime  their  visit  so  as  to  arrive  here  during  Octo- 
ber, and  to  be  able  to  remain  until  any  time  not 
later  than  the  conclusion  of  the  New  Year's  festi- 
vities.   Here  and  there  may  pe.haps  be  found  an 
old  resident  who  will  recommend  the  spring  but 
trust  him  not.    Spring  is  vai  iable  and  uncertain  ;  if 
hue,  it  Is  full  of  delight,  but  even  then  it  falls  far 
short  of  the  autumn.     When  the  year  has  shaken 
oft  the  giddiness  of  youth,  and  shows  at  the  close 
ot  its  career  a  steady  continuance  of  unbroken 
Climatic  loveliness,  which  will  in  vain  be  looked 
o,  while  it  is  still  in  the  freshness  of  youth  or  the 
full  vigour  of  middle  age.    Its  infancy  is  always 
cold    and    disagreeable.     In   autumn,   too,  the 
social  festivities  of  the  capital  are  in  full  swing 
and  visitors,  who  come  properly  accredited,  can 
easily   obtain   entree  to   the  best  of  everything. 
Ihe  leading  events  are  the  ball,  always  given  on 
the  Emperor  s  birthday  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,    and   the  chysanthemum    garden  parfv, 
givea  oy  the  Emperor  himself.    The  former  has 
just  taken  place;  the  latter  comes  off  to-morrow, 
and  may  fot  111  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  letter. 

THE  TWO  GREAT  HOLIDAYS 

throughout  the  year  in  Japan  are  the  Empe.or's 
birthday  and  New  Year's  day.    Business  on  both 
days  is  entirely  suspended  ;  the  houses  down  to 
the  poorest  are  universally  gaily  decoiated  with 
national  flags  and  lanterns;  the  streets  thronged 
with  brightly  dressed,  good-humoured,  laughter- 
loving,   pleasure-seeking  crowds;   civil  officials 
military  and  naval  officers  in  full  uniform,  are  con- 
stantly  passing,  the  whose  affording  a  spectacle 
not  to  be  surpassed  in  the  gayest  capital  of  Eu.ope 
bor  the  Emperor  himself  his  birthday  is  a  busy 
one.     All  Japanese  are  and  always  have  been 
early   users,    perhaps    more    so    than    are  the 
people  of  any   country   in  the  world   not  with- 
in the  tropics,  and  the  Emperor  is  no  exception 
to  the  general  rule.     In  the  writings  of  Ma  Twin 
Lm,  the  Herodotus  of  China,  who  flourished  in 
the  twelfth  century  of  the  Christian  era,  a  des- 
cription is  given  of  Japanese  life  and  customs  about 
the  year  600  A.D.,  and  among  other  facts  mentioned 
by  him  is  the  one  that  the  Emperor  always  begins 
the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  state  at  dawn. 
His  present  Majesty  can  scarcely  be  said  to  go  so 
far  as  this,  but  he  observes  the  custom  of  his 
ancestois  in  rising  before  the  sun  on  great  fete 
days,  his  birthday  included,  to  make  his  devotions 
at  the  family  shrine  within  the  palace.    The  re- 
ception of  all  the  members  of  the  Imperial  family 
follows,  and  when  this  is  over,  still  at  a  very  early 
hour  of  the  morning, 

HIS  MAJESTY  LEAVES  THE  PALACE 

in  State  for  the  principal  parade  ground,  fully  four 
miles  off,  where  a  grand  review  of  all  troops  in 
lokyo  is  held.    Then,  on  his  return  to  the  palace, 
lie  entertains  at  luncheon  all  the  great  ministers 
of  state  and  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the 
foreign   treaty  powers.    More  receptions  follow 
in  the  afternoon,  and  it  must  be  far  on  towards 
nightfall  ere  the  formalities  of  the  day  are  con- 
cluded.    But,    as    regards   foreigners   at  least, 
the  great  event  of  the  day  is  the  ball  given  by 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  which  is  attended 
by  all  the  princes  and  princesses  of  the  Impeiial 
family,  though  not  by  His  Majesty,  and  which 
this  year  has  just  been  celebrated  with  an  even 
greater  degree  of  splendour  than  on  previous  oc- 
casions.    It  was  held  in  a  magnificent  building, 
specially  constructed  some  years  ago,  and  posses- 
sing therefore  eveiy  possible  requisite  for  such 
functions,  known  by  the  somewhat  poetical  name 
of  the  "  Hall  of  the  Calling  D  eer,"  and  was  at- 
tended by  about  500  guests,  among  whom  were 
all  the  foreign  visitors    now    in    Japan,  whose 
positions  in  their  own  countries  entitled  them  to 
be  present,  and  by  all  the  leading  members  of 

TOKYO  SOCIETY,    BOTH   JAPANESE  AND  FOREIGN. 

Foreign  science  and  Japanese  art  were  exquisitely 
combined  in  the  external  illuminations,  and  num- 
be.less  electric  fights  shed  fo.ll,  thei.  h.-illia.,ce  on 
the  pictuieque  gioundj  fiom  within  gaily  colouied 


Japanese  lanterns,  an  expedient  th*  «nit*t« on 
which  on  a  similar  occasion  al  home  would  be  both 
easy  of  attainment  and  ce.la.n  to  be  attended  bj 
unqualified  success.  The  internal  deco.at.ons  were 
composed  of  huge  banksofehrysanlheniu.w.1"  ■»«■ 
room,  con idors,  and  staircase;  suppei  1 
imisic  were  all  thai  the  most  exacting 
and  when,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  following  mm  • 
r„g,  the  last  guest  depa,  ted,  he  did  so  with  the  co  r 
Vict  on  that  the  Foreign    Min  ster  had  ...   eve  y 
sense  wo.lh.ly  celebrated  the  birthday  of  h.s  Im- 
perial roaster,  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  second 
Emperor  in  an   unbroken  line  of  descent.    1  he 
motto  «  Sei  Jh.  Banzai  »  (long  life  to  H.s  Sacred 
Majesty),  in  chrysanthemums  was  a  conspicuous 
obiect  in  the  ball-room.    It  was  echoed  by  eve.  y 
guest  present,  and  with  a  cordial  and  heartfelt  re- 
petition of  it  now  the  present  letter  may  be  con- 
eluded. 

Tokio,  Japan,  Nov.  1893. 


3-P  to  Q  3 

4_Kt  takes  P 

5—  P  to  Q  4 

6—  Kt  I0QB3 
7_B  to  K  2 


CHESS. 


(All  Coromuni 


:atWms  to  lie  addressed  to  the  (  hiss  Editor 


The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.   83,  Main  Street,  on    Mondays  an 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Mdtropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  II  p.m. 

Solution  01   Problkm  No.  108. 


4—  Kt  I"  K  B  3 

5—  F  lo  Q  4 
6_B  to  Q  3 
1 — Castles 
3_R  to  K  sq. 

Superior  to  the  usual  move-8  P  to  B  4  giver,  in  the  books. 

8— B  10  K  Kt  5 

9—  P  to  B  3  9— p  l"  B  4 

10—  O  Kt  to  O  2  10— Castles 
n_0  to  Kt3"  11— KtoRsq. 

„  .  P  to  O  Kt  3  was  better ;  for  if  then  White  cap 

tared  the  knight  with  Either  piece,  Black's  reply  Kt  to  R  4  before 
re-taking  would  have  yielded  him  the  advantage. 
l2—0  takes  Kt  P  12  — R  to  B  3 

i3_QtoKt3  '3-5  10  E1,?1, 

,4_0  to  B  2  14-R  «o  K  Kl  3 

15—  P  to  Q  Kt  3 

B  to  K  a  followed  by  Kt  to  B  sq.  was  far  preferable. 

15—  B  to  Q  3 

16—  B  to  K  2  16— B  to  K  R  6 

17—  B  to  B  sq.  17— QtoB3 
,8— P  to  Kt  3 

Ao.in  18  R  to  K  1  ww  better  ;  for  if  18  ?  t0  £  5  ' 

,Q  lit  take  Kt  P  x  Kt :  20  R  takes  P,  B  to  KB  4  \  «  B  to  Q  3 
and  if  Black  now  take  R,  While  will  come  out  two  Pawns  ahead 
18— B  takes  B 


Government  ended  in  success  or  failure,  India 
had  the  gravest  situation  to  face. 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  a  speech  at  Dundee,  stated  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  intended  to  extend 
the  naval  programme  of  their  predecessors,  as 
foreign  nations  were  now  building  more  ships 
than  Great  Britain.  The  new  estimates  indi- 
cate no  intention  of  forfeiting  Great  Britain's 
relative  position  as  to  naval  strength,  the  esti- 
mates only  providing  for  the  year's  needs.  Part 
of  the  detailed  programme  will  be  kept  secret 
at  present,  in  order  not  to  inform  other  Powers 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  ships  to  be  laid  down. 

A  recent  meeting  of  the  British  North  Borneo* 
Company  declined  to  entertained  Rajah  Brooke's 
proposal  to  acquire  the  Company's  rights,  but 
empowered  the  Directors  to  offer  him  the  post 
of  Governor-General.— M  C.  Daily  News. 


19—  R  to  K  B  sq. 

20—  B  P  takes  Kt 

21—  R  takes  P 


WHITE. 

1—  R  to  Kt  6 

2—  Q  to  Q  sq.  (ch.) 

3 —  Q  mates  at  Q  4 

3  —Q  males  al  ^  5 

2_P  x  P  (double  ch.) 
3— Q  to  Kt  3  (mate) 


3 — Q  mates  at  K  5 


BLACK. 

1—  K  to  Q  4 

2—  K  to  B  4  or  K  4 

if  2-Kt  to  Q  7 


1—  B  X 

2—  K  X 


if  2 — Any  other 
of  K 

1— P  X  P 

2  — K  to  Q  4 


move 


19 —  K  takes  B 

20 —  Kt  takes  Kt 

21—  Kt  to  R  4 

  Grandly  played 

22—  P  takes  R 

23—  K  to  Kt  2 

24—  B  to  K  3 

25—  K  to  R  2 

26—  K  to  Kt  sq. 

27—  K  to  B  sq. 

 Another  splendid  coup  '. 

"28— Q  to  Q  sq.  28-R  to  B  6 

2Q—0  R  to  B  sq.  29-Q  to  R  6  cl 

30 — Resigns. 


22 —  B  takes  P 

23 —  B  takes  Kt 

24 —  Q  to  B  6  ch. 

25—  B  to  K  2 

26—  R  to  B  3 

27—  Q  to  Kt  5 


2_0  X  P  (ch.) 

3_PtoQB4(n1ate).  ^  ^  ^  R  R  g>  q 

checks  at  Kt  3  a»d  mates  at  Kt  5;  if  i-P  to  B  4, 
p  X  P  (double  check)  and  Q  mates.  Other 
variations  easy.   

Correct  solutions  received  from  W.H.S.,  Omega, 
Digamma,  and  Aling. 

A.  Tozer  (Cleveland,  O.)  is  credited  with  cor.  eel 
solutions  of  Nos.  100  and  101,  and  Abng  and  O.B. 
with  cou  ect  solutions  of  No.  107. 

Problem  No.  iio. 
By  E.  J.  Winter-Wood, 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

 ♦  

[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 


White  lo  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 

There  is  nothing  much  new  in  local  Chess  affairs, 
neither  does  theie  come  any  startling  news  from 
home.  . 

Negotiations  are  being  made  for  a  return  matel 
(between    Tokyo  and   Yokohama   Chess  Clubs) 
which  will  probably  take  place  at  the  end  of  Marc! 
in  Yokohama;  and  on  that  occasion  we  may  rest 
assured  that  the  Tokyo  Club  will  do  their  utmost  to 
put  a  victory  lo  their  credii  against  our  local  learn 

We  reprint  from  Gossip's  "Chess  Brilliancies" 
the  following  interesting  game. 

Game  played  in  the  New  York  Tournament, 
1889. 

(petropf's  defence.) 

WHITE.  B'-,A?K' 
Uunsbenr.  „  Weiss. 

1  — P  lo  K  4  I— P  10  K  4 

2—  K>  to  K  B  3  2— Kt  10  K  B  3 

3—  Kt  lakes  P 


(From  Japanese  Papsrs.) 

Urawa,  February  ioth,  1.30  p.m. 
While  some  forty  electors  of  Shimo-oshi- 
mura,  North  Saitama  District,  were  passing 
Hoshu-in  on  their  way  to  the  voting  station  at 
Oshicho,  forty  or  fifty  soshi  of  the  Radical  Party 
suddenly  attacked  them  with  bamboo  spears 
and  other  weapons.  The  roughs  were  driven 
back  by  police  constables,  and  one  was  arrested. 

Kagoshima,  Feb.  10. 
The  uriti-Mithto  parliamentary  candidates  in 
this  Prefecture  are  as  follow  -.—Messrs.  Atsuchi 
Masatoshi,  for  the  1st;  Ikebunuro  Keizo,  for 
the  2nd  ;  Utsu  Ryonosuke,  for  the  3rd  ;  Kashi- 
wada  Moribumi,  for  the  4th  5  Saigo  Kikujiro, 
for  the  5th  ;  Hirata  Heigoro,  for  the  6th  ;  and 
Oshima  Akira,  for  the  7th  district. 

Urawa,  Feb.  10,  10.25  p.m. 
The  soshi  of  the  Kokumin-ha  and  the  Jiyu- 
to  assembled  at  the  Yoshioka  office  to-day,  each 
armed  with  a  lethal  weapon.  The  police  ordered 
[them  to  disperse.    While  the  constables  were 
endeavouring  to  break  up  the  assembly  the 
Kokumin  soshi  suddenly  attacked  the  Jiyu- 
London,  February  12.     \to  office,  and  cut  down  a  Radical  youth  The 
The  Gladstonians  are  organising  a  series  of  disturban^ 

 — "   Feb.  nth,  6  a.m. 

[Specially  Telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail."]  About  a  quarter  past  nine  o'clock  file  broke 

London,  January  5.      out  in  a  house  near  the  voting  station  at  Omiya, 
T,  is  believed  that  a  Cabinet  crisis  impend-  Chichibu  District,  and  eventually  destroyed  three 
ingIlin  Egypt!  the  Khedive  being  incensed  at  buildings.    The  ballot-box  was  saved. 

th*  Ministers  "0t  SU^°H     The  election  of  half  the  members  of'tne  Pre 

ing  him  against  Lord  Cromer.  ^  conduded>  and  t,       ,  . 

The  United  States  Senate  has  referred  the  of  various  political  parties  have  left  the  Pre 

powers  of  the  Councils.  Sapporo,  Feb.  12,  3.24  p.m. 

A  free  fight  took  place  yesterday  .11 1  ra  fa  gar  Public  Hospital  was  destroyed  by 

Square  between  the  police  and  the  socialists       T  h^Owiu  ^        P  werg  ^  t0 

most  of  the  latter  being  German  Jews,  and  hie  last  nignt,  ana      e  v 

many  of  the  mob  were  injured  by  the  batons  of  death.  Ulsunomiya,  Feb.  1 3U1,  6  p.m 

the  police.  _  ,      a  snnnorter  of  Mr.  Yokobori  was  wounded  at 

Jir^ffTi' M»£  District,  du,i„6  ,.,=  night  of  » 
German  duties  on- grain  and  petroleum.  Then 


Emperor  William,  when  speaking  at  a  Parlia- 
mentary dinner,  alluded  to  the  signing  of  the 
treaty,  insisting  on  the  necessity  of  ratification, 
otherwise  a  tariff  war  would  lead  to  real  war. 

The  French  have  hoisted  their  flag  at  Cavally 
[close  to  Cape  Palmas],  on  the  borders  of 

LlTheaFrench  and  English  Press  greatly  deplore  I  capital  ."Treated  a   disturbance.  They 


Nagasaki,  Feb.  13th,  2.25  p.m. 
The  Russian  gunboat  Sivoutch  has  arrived 
here  from  Shanghai. 

Urawa,  Feb.  12th,  9.30  p.m. 
About  half-past  three  o'clock  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  nth,  some  fifteen  Dashi-ha  soshi, 
while  passing  Fukiage  on  their  way  to  the 

were 
One 


Z::Z"y  "  Mr.  Yokota  and  one  other 

^tSr£Sr"«  the  avoidance  of  these  resident,  and  the  latter  sustained  a  slight  injury, 
dafgetus  incidents  in  the  future.  About  seven  soshi  were  arrested  on  the  spot. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bimetallic  League  in  Kumamoto,  Feb  i3.N°on. 

Manchester  Mr  Barbour,  who  stated  That  he  The  Kokken-ha  candidates  for  tins  Prefecture 
tlTc  1  mc^d  thaf  an  international  agreement  will  ^^Ir^'^^^S^ 
was  the  onlv  way  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  of  the  Ariyoshi  Heikichi  for  the  1st  Toda  h,u™ahiko 
curr cv  aueSi  said  that  he  was  unable  to  for  the  2nd,  Furusho  Yosh.kado  and  Sh  to 
^  e  hatqTe  e  Vei  , ne.it  made  in  India  had  Kanji  for  the  j„l,  Watanabe  Ke.se.  for ^  4*. 
a8l  d/bu  w    t! ^the  step  taken  by  the  Indian  land  Kosak,  Voshiakir*  for  the  6th  Ditt*. 


Feb. 


1894.] 


MAIL 


Kyoto,  Feb.  13th,  4  p.m. 
The  Kyoto  City  Assembly  lias  resolved  to 
expend  yen  500  upon  the  public  celebration  of 
the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding. 

Kumamoto,  Feb.  14th,  9  a.m. 
The  Radicals  of  Ihoku  and  Kinmu  Districts 
have  withdrawn  from  the  Party. 

Kagoshima,  Feb.  14th,  4  p.m. 

Over  two  hundred  Mn-to  partisans  and  busi- 
ness men  gave  a  banquet  last  night  to  Mr. 
Kano,  the  new  Governor  of  this  Prefecture. 
The  Governor  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at 
being  received  so  warmly  by  the  residents. 

Osaka,  Feb.  141!),  3.20  p.m. 

A  general  meeting  of  cotton  spinners  took 
place  to-day,  at  which  a  resolution  was  passed 
to  petition  for  permission  to  ship  cotton  goods 
from  the  special  export  ports. 

Later. 

Some  thirty-one  supporters  of  Mr.  Doi,  a 
candidate  in  the  2nd  Election  District  of  this 
City,  have  been  accused  of  having  distributed  a 
number  of  circulars  inviting  electors  to  a  social 
entertainment.  It  is  alleged  that  they  have 
infringed  the  Publication  Law  by  so  doing. 

Fukuoka,  Feb.  15th,  11.08  a.m. 

A  political  lecture  meeting  held  atMayebara, 
Shima  District,  yesterday,  was  dissolved  by  the 
police  upon  Mr.  Tsuda  Morihiko,  ex-M.P., 
using  some  strong  expressions  while  discussing 
the  question  of  the  Strict  Enforcement  of  the 
Treaties. 

Kobe,  Feb.  15th,  2  p.m. 

A  public  meeting  of  Radicals  took  place  at 
Meiki,  Mino  District,  yesterday,  and  passed  off 
very  successfully,  an  audience  of  over  three 
thousand  persons  attending.  During  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  some  opponents  created  a 
disturbance,  and  several  of  the  audience  were 
slightly  injured. 

Osaka,  February  15th,  6.30  p.m. 

The  Gensdarmerie  Head  Quarters  in  this  City 
has  received  instructions  to  despatch  a  party  of 
Hiroshima  Gendsarmes  to  Kagoshima. 

Osaka,  February  15th,  3.37  p.m. 

Suzuki  Tota,  an  officer  of  the  16th  National 
Bank,  Gifu,  was  robbed  of  a  wallet  containing 
yen  43.800 — which  he  had  drawn  from  the  32nd 
National  Bank — while  waiting  at  Umeta  Railway 
Station.  He  had  left  the  bag  containing  the 
money  in  the  waiting-room  while  he  went  to  buy 
his  ticket. 

Later. 

The  wallet  lost  at  Umeta  Station  was  found 
hidden  in  a  public  urinal  on  the  road-side. 
The  money  was  all  gone. 

Okayama,  Feb.  15th,  12.10  p.m. 

The  police  have  instituted  legal  proceedings 
against  some  members  of  the  Prefectural  As- 
sembly for  having  used  bribery  during  the  past 
election  of  members  of  the  Assembly. 

Nagasaki,  Feb.  16,  3.30  p.m. 

The  Chinese  merchants  have  formed  an 
alliance  against  the  Japanese  traders,  which  is 
causing  much  trouble  among  the  latter. 

Nara,  Feb.  16,  1.17  p.m. 

Mr.  Urano  Johei,  a  Radical,  who  is  a  candi- 
date for  the  seat  in  the  Lower  House  for  the 
91I1  district  of  this  Prefecture,  having  for  a  rival 
Mr.  Fukuoka  Seiichi,  a  Radical,  has  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  Party. 

Takamatsu,  Feb.  16,  1.41  p.m. 
Mr.  Akao  Kantaro,  an  advocate,  was  to-day 
arrested  on  suspicion  of  fraud. 

Osaka,  Feb.  16,  1.05  p.m. 
Messrs.  Matsumoto  Jutaro,  Shibusawa  Yei- 
ichi,  and  about  thirty  other  wealthy  merchants 
of  Tokyo  and  Osaka  meet  here  to-night  to  con- 
sider the  establishment  of  a  big  sugar  factory 
with  a  capital  of  yen  1,000,000.  The  promoters 
propose  limiting  the  import  of  foreign  sugar. 


MAIL  STEAMERS, 
 ♦  

THI!   NKXT   MAIL   IS  DUK 


Prom  Shanghai)  Na- 
gasaki, iiiwl  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K. 

Prom    Bufopti  vi.i 
Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co. 

From  11        k      per  ().  &  <).  Co 


Eczema.— Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 

The  Justice  publishes  a  telegram  from  Toulon 
reporting  thai  the  engines  of  lire  transport  Nive, 
which  lias  recently  returned  from  the  Far  East, 
have  been  found  lo  be  in  a  deplorable  condition! 
It  also  states  that  most  of  the  engineers  on  board 
the  ship  are  quite  incompetent. 


From  Hongkong 
From  Canada,  Sc 
From  liurope, 

Hongkong   

From  America  ... 
From  Hongkong 

From  America  ... 


per  P.  Sc  O.  Co. 
per  0.  1'.  K.  Co. 

1 

per  N  I).  I.loyd 
per  C).  &  O.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  it,  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 


Friday,  Feb.  ijrd. 
Sun. lay.  P  el) .  ifllli.* 

Thursday,  Fob,  tin<M 
Bunday,  Feb.  151  h.t 
Monday,  Feb.  19th, 

Wednesday,  Feb.  ai»t. 
Sunday,  Feb.  251  li, 
Thursday,  Mar,  1st. 
Tuesday,  Mar.  6th. 


*  Syilnty  left  Kobe  on  February  17th.  f  Catlic  left  HoiiKkoiiK 
On  February  14th.  t  Ancona  left  Hongkonc  on  February  16th. 
I  lie  English  mail  is  on  board  tlie  steamer  Mmny. 


Till!    N  li  XT   MAIL  I.UAVKS 

Tuesday,  Feb.  aolh. 


For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K. 

for  America    per  O.  &  C).  Co. 

For  Furope,  via  Hong. 

,  ^ong    per  N.  I).  I.loyd 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O  Co. 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

For  Victoria,  1S.C.,  and 
Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 


Tuesday,  Feb.  aoth, 
Friday,  F'eb.  ajrd. 

I'"riday,  Feb.  83rd. 

Saturday,  Feb.  84 1 1: 
Friday,  Mar,  and 
Saturday,  Mar.  3rd. 
Sunday,  Mar.  4th. 

Saturday,  Mar.  10th 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 
Inchbarra,   British  steamer,  2,785,  Major,  10th 
Febr  nary,— Baloum,  140,000  cases  Oil.— -Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,  10th 
February,— Yokkaichi  gth  February,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  10th  February,— Kobe  91I1  Febiu 
ary,  General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
loth  February, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  2nd  Feb 
i-uary.  Mails  and  General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Carl,  German  ship,   1,932,  Hashagerr,  ntb  Feb- 
ruary,—New  Yoik  171I1  August,  Oil.— Jai  dine, 
Matheson  &  Co. 
Gembu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsnji,  1  ill 
February, — Yokkaichi  10th  February,  General 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha, 
Wolf  (6),  German  gunboat,  Captain  Kretschmann, 

Ilth  February,— Target  Piactice  nth  February! 
Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Captain  C.  J.  Norcock, 

I2th  February, — Kobe  Ilth  February. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Crichton, 
I2th  February, — Otaru  via  ports  71b  February 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yechigo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  704,  Yoshizawa, 
121I1  February,— Hachinohe,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  12th 
February, — Shinagawa  I2th  February,  General 

—  Nada  Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Casco,  British  schooner,  63,  Otto  Bucholz,  14th 

February,— Victoria,  B.C.  26th  December,  Seal- 
ing Gear. — Captain. 
Charles  E.  Moody,  American  ship,  1,915,  R.  L 
Leonard,  131I1  February,— Yokosuka  131b  Feb 
ruary,  Ballast.  — Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Enterprise,  British  steamer,  68,  Oscar  Scarf,  13U, 
February,— Victoiia,  B.C.  17th  December ,  Seal- 
ing Gear.  —  Browne  &  Co. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai 
131I1  February, — Kobe  12th  February,  General 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui 
131I1  February,— Yokkaichi  12th  February,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,  14U 
February,— Yokkaichi  13th  February,  General 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Formosa,   British   steamer,   2,616,   Bishop,  141)1 

February, — London  via  ports  16th  December 
General. — P.  &  O.  S.  N.  Co. 
Denbighshire,  British  steamer,  1,662,  F.  Davies, 
141I1  February,  — Hongkong  via  potts,  General! 

—  Dodwell,  Car  lilt  &  Co. 
Setsuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Kawano, 

14th  February,— Kobe  13th  February,  General! 

—  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Wolf  (6),  German  gunboat,  Captain  Kretschmann, 

14th  February,— Target  Practice. 
Mattie  T.  Dyer,  American  schooner,  103,  C.  E. 
Mockler,  15th   February,— San  Francisco  7th 
January,  Sealing  Gear, — Captain. 
Wakauoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  151b  February,  — Kobe  14th  Febru- 
ary, General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  15th 

February,— Moji,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kendei  dine, 
151I1  Februar  y,— Otaru  via  ports,  10th  February, 
General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Ilengloc,  Mulish  steamer,  1,183,  Sachet),  151I1 
Febl  ";"  V,  — London  trifl  poi  t*.  General.— C01  ires 
&c  Co. 

China,  British  steamer,  2,600,  Win.  Waul,  ieih 

February, — San    I'rancisco    301I1    January,  via 
Honolulu  5th  February,  Mails  and  General.— 
IV  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Diana,  Brihslr  schooner,  64,  A.  Neilson,  161I1  Feb- 
ruar y,  — Victoi  ia,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear.— Captain. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
161I1  February, — Yokkaichi  15th  February,  Ge- 
neral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
KobeMaru, Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell,  16th 
February,— -Shanghai  and  ports,  10th  February, 
Mails  and  General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Monmouthshire,   British   steamer,   1,872,  Gidye, 
161I1   Fein  nary, — Loudon  vi.1  ports,  General  — 
Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 

DEPARTURES. 
Saghalien,  French  steamer,  2,580,  Chevalier,  10th 
February,— Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neial.  — Messagei  ies  Mari times  Co. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
ioih  February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon' 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wolf (6),  Gei  man  gunboat,  Captain  Kretschmann, 

10th  February, — Target  Piactice. 
Aikoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,067,  Fiuukawa 

Yaichi,  nth  February,—  Moji,  Ballast.— Oiye. 
City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  American  steamer,  2,246, 
J.  T.  Smith,   nth   February,— San  Francisco, 
Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  nth 

February,— Moji,  Ballast.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Hiogo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  895,  E.  S.  Barstow, 
I  lib  February, — Manila  via  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 
Ilth  February, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 
Soinmet,  nth  Febr  uary,— Otaru  via  poi  ts,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tantalus,  British  steamer,  2,199,  H.  Jones,  nth 
February,:—  London  via  ports,  General. — But- 
ter field  &  Swire. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
Ilth  February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tritos,  German  steamer,  1,085,  Desler,  Hill  Feb- 
tuary, — Hongkong    via    Moji,    Light.— Flint, 
Kilby  &  Co. 

Mutsn  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  552,  J.  Miyagi, 
I2th  February,— Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Takao  Kan  (6),  Japanese  cruiser,  Captain  M. 

Sawa,  I2lh  February, — Tateyama. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  Matsu- 
moto, 12th  February,— Kobe,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  13th 
February, — Kobe,  General. — Nada  Kogio  Ka- 
bushiki Kaisha. 
Benmohr,    British  steamer,  1,935,   Clarke,  13th 
February, — Hongkong    via    ports,    General. — 
Cornes  &  Co. 
Itsukushima  Kan  (12),  Japanese  cruiser,  Captain 

K.  Ijichi,  13th  February, — Tateyama. 
Wolf  (6),  German  gunboat,  Captain  Kretschmann, 

14th  February, — Target  Practice. 
Yechigo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  704,  Yoshizawa, 
131I1  February, — Shimonoseki,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 
131I1  February, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Ci  ichton, 
141I1  February, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
14th    February, — Otaru   via  potts,   General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanesesteamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
14th  February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Kriemhild,  German  steamer,  1,638,  H ildebrandt, 
151I1  February, — Hamburg  via  ports,  General. — 
Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Setsuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Kawano, 
15th  February, — Shinagawa,  General. —  Kabu- 
shiki Kaisha. 
Carl,    German   ship,    1,932,  J.    Hashagen,  151I1 
February, — Kobe,  Petroleum.— Jardine,  Mathe- 
son &  Co. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
151I)  February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Adolph  Harboe,  Danish  bark,  I.04Q,  E.  Petersen, 
161I1  February, — Portland,  Oregon,  Ballast. — 
Order. 

Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
17th  February,  —  Hongkong  via  ports,  Mails 
and  General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
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PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  f  anetro, 

from  HoilgfcoilR  via  ports:— Majorand  Lady 
Gore  Broiine,   Mis.  K 


M. 

Southard',  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
rCrtiehead,'Mr.  H •  G.  Griffith,  Mr.  E.  Lascillas, 

J".  ^  •  ■  1^1...    17. lift 


Mr.  A.  M. 
Campbell, 


S.  Waldo,  Mr.  and 
Ah  Sham  in  cabin. 


Mr.  D?  Byromji,  Mr.  John  Eriksson, 
Voudenbeur.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. W. 
Mr  F  H.  Tanner,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Mitchell,  Mi.  V. 
Blad.'Mr.  F.  R.  Daniel,  and  Mr.   E.  Oswald 
Kenvon  in  cabin. 

pi,  British  steamer  Verona,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports  :-D..Turnbull,  Mrs.  Turnbull,  Misses 
Turnbull  (2),  Messrs.  Yardley,  J.  C.  Medd,  Paul 
Keutmann,  E.  J.  Whitfield,  H 
Mrs.  Saxton  Noble,  and  Mrs. 
«Per  lapanese steamer Sagami  Maru,  from  Qtaru 
via  ports:— I  passengei 
passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  lapanese  steamer  Sendat  Maru,  d  om  Kobe  ■ 
—  Messrs.  T.  Fayette  Cole  and  Mori  in  cabin,  and 
II  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  B.itish  steamer  Formosa,  from  Hongkong  : 
Mr.  Buckle  in  cabin. 

Per  lapanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  from  Utaru 
Via  ports  :-Mr.  Wong  Shoo  Ling  (Chinese  Con- 
sul  at  Hakodate)  and  family  in  cabin  ;  Miss  K. 
Takahashi,  Mr.  S.  Tamamoto,  and  Mr.  1.  Higu 
Chi  in  second  class,  and  6  Chinese  and  36  Japanese 
in  steerage.    For  Kobe  :— 13  Japanese  in  steerage 
Per  British  steamer  China,  from  San  Francisco 
via  Honolulu  :-Mrs.  H.  C.  Dearborn    Mr.  F.  C 
Sinton,  Mr.  B.  C.  Howard    Mr    N.  Hayakawa 
Miss  M.   Richards,    Mr.    T.    Ucluda,   Mr.  K. 
Watano,  Mr.  S.  Suwa,  Lieut.  Nathan  Sargent 
U  S  N     Mr.  T.  Yamaguchi,  Mr.  M.  Yamamoto 
Mr  K.'konishi,  Mr.S.  Ishida,  Mr.  K.  S.  Minami 
Mr    K    Noro,  Mr.   N.  Yamataka,   Mr.  R.  L 
Wolcotl,  Dr.  H.  Tuck  and  son,  Mr.  P.  Ph.lipon 
Mr  Win.  M.  Adams,  Mr.  Chas.  Freeman, 
Akiyama,  Mr.  M.  Takiyi,  Mr.  K.  Tawara, 
K.  Isltizawa,  Mr.  Araka,  Dr.  Eldridge  and  family 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Toibert,  Mr.  and  Mr 


REPORTS.  . 
The  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Captain  j.  T.  Smith,  reports :-Left  Hongkong 
the  1st  February,  via  Nagasaki  the  6th,  and  Robe 
the  91I..  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  IOth  February 
at  8.38  a.m.  _       .  r? 

The  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  Captain  E. 
W.  Haswell,  reports  :-Left  Shanghai  the  lot  > 
February  at  1.30  p.m.;  had  strong  N.  to  N.W. 
winds  to  Nagasaki,  arriving  there  at  6.45  a.m.  on 
12th.  Left  Nagasaki  at  5  P™-?  I,ad  he^y-"T 
and  hail  squalls  off  Yeboshi,  arriving  at  Moji  the 
I3ll,  at  6.25  a.m.  Left  Moji  the  same  day  at 
a  m.;  had  fine  weather  through  Inland  Sea 
arrived  at  Kobe  the 


U.25 

easily  winds  prevailing. 
lAlll  at  8.12  a.m.  Left  Kobe  the  15U1  at  noon  ; 
had  fresh  N.  and  N.W.  winds  and  heavy  rain  off 
Sagami.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  161I1  February 
at  2.45  p.m. 
The 

tain  W.  Thompse.., 

February  at  0.7  p.m.;  had  light  winds  and  fine 
weather  to  Oshima  at  7-47  P.'";  5  'Lle"f  ™de,ale 
and  freshening  winds  to  fresh  N.W.  gale  and 
higli  quarterly  sea  to  Rock  Island  the  151b  at  8. 15 
am.-  thence  fresh  head  winds,  smooth  sea,  and 
fine  weather  to  arrival  at  Yokohama  the  15th 
February  at  1. 40  p.m.  


p.m.  n 
lapanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  L-ap- 
f.  Thompsen,  reports -.—Left  Kobe  the  14.I1 


LATEST  C 031  ME R CIA L . 


Davis,  Mr.  H. 

G.ove,  Mr.  T.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  O.  Hutchinson, 
Mr  S  Takagi,  Mr.  Y.  Naokj,  Mr.  K.  SanO,  Mr. 
Chandler  Gibbens,  Mr.  W.  D.  S.  Edwards  Mr. 
S  Nishimu.a,  Mr.  Y.  Tauimura,  Mr.  N.  Saito 
Mr  M.  Yamagiya,  Mr.  J.  McD.  Gardiner  and 
family,  Miss  Ana  de  F.  Thompson,  Mr.  James 
Hall  and  Mr.  Chan  Tai  Chew  in  cabin.  For 
Hongkong:— Dr.  W.  E.  S.  Fales,  Mrs.  Richards, 
MissTenny,  Mrs.  W.  E.  S  Fales,  Mr.  J.  E.  Oxis, 
Mr.  R.  C  Oxis,  Mr.  H.  S.  Coleman,  and  Miss 
Thompson  in  cabin. 

Per  fapanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shang- 
ai  and  pons:  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson    Mr  T. 


D  Lyon,  Mr.  N.  O.ita,  Mi.  and  Mrs.  A.  Mac- 
M'iflan,  and  Mr.  P.  Moniss  m  cabin  ;  Mr.  K. 
Kuwabara,  Mr.  K.  Kawara,  and  Mr.  Y.  Koike 
in  second  class,  and  23  passengers  111  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Saghalien,  for  Shanghai 
vii  Kobe:— Mr.  Vemeux,  Mr.  H.  Schauffer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stole  and  boy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yungbluth 
and  3  infants,  Miss  Colombe,  Mr.  A.  Soph. ere 
and  Mr.  Tassard  in  cabin  ;  6  in  second  class,  and 
48  seamen  in  steerage. 

Pe.  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  f  anetro, 
for  San  Fi  ancisco  : — Mr.  W.  E.  Newham,  Mr. 
Z.  Horizoshi,  Miss  G.  C.  Fu.ber,  and  Mrs.  K. 
Southard  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  tor 
Shanghai  and  ports:  — Mrs.  R.  Pender,  Mr.  and 
M,.,  Macitlillan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Robinson,  Mr. 
and  Mis.  J.  B.  Woods,  Captain  H.  Du  B.usson 
and  wife,  Captain  M.  Kabiiragi,  Rev.  M.  H. 
Houston,  Mr.  E.  B.  S.  Edwards,  Mr.  A.  Mori, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Hunt,  and  Mr.  T.  Saigo  in  cabin; 
M.s.  Snigo  in  second  class,  and  29  passengers  in 
steeiage.  

CARGOES. 

Per  French  steamer  Saghalien,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:—  Raw  Silk  for  France,  127  bales;  Waste 
Silk  for  Fiance,  212  bales.  Treasure  for  Shang- 
hai, $300,000. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  f  anetro , 
for  San  Francisco  : — 

T  B  A  • 

SAN  NIW  ST.      OT  H  BR 

.HANRIHCl..    YORK.  CHICAGO.   PAUL.    CITIES.  TOTAL 
_         282  — 


 <►  

IMPORTS. 
The  continued  violent  fluctuations  in  Exchange 
have  done  serious  damage  to  the  Impo.t  lrade 
during  the  past  week.  Holders  naturally  persist 
in  their  policy  of  raising  quotations  as  fast  as 
Exchange  falls,  but,  buyers  not  being  wi  ling  lo 
follow  them,  business  comes  to  a  standstill.  Mot 
more  than  a  dozen  bales  of  Yarn  have  changed 
hands  during  the  week.  Cotton  Piece  Goods  and 
other  Manchester  wares  are  entirely  neglected,  so 
that  the  position  is  one  of  wailing  and  speculating 
as  to  the  ultimate  result.  Under  existing  eircum 
stances,  it  is  impossible  to  give  trustworthy  quota- 
tions, therefoie  the  following  are  merely  nominal. 
COTTON    HECK.  GOODS. 

PER  PUCK. 

lliey  Shillings— 8i»». 3«* 3«i«c>'«»  ">  3.80 

Grey  Sl.i.ti..gS-olli,  38I  yds.  45">d'es    3.40  03.1S 

Cloth— 7  lb,  24  yards,  3a  inches    1  55   to  1.90 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yards,  4  I  inches... 
flints— Assorted  ,34  yards,  30  inches ... 
CoUon— Italians  and  Salteens  IUack,3» 

inches  

Velvets— Iilack,35  yards,  23  inches  ... 
Victoria  I  .awns,  12  yards,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 3.0  to  2.4ft,  34/25  yards, 

30  inches   •  •  '" 

Turkey  Reds-2.8  to  3ft,  34/25  vards, 
inches   


KlUtOSKNK. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the 
heavy  additions  to  the  already  abundant  stock. 
On  the  loth  inst.  the  steamer  Inchbarra  ariived 
with  140,000  cases  of  Russian  Anchor  brand,  while 
on  the  12th  the  German  ship  Carl  came  in  with 
83,000  cases  of  Chester.  It  is  reported  that  about 
half  of  the  Russian  shipment  will  find  its  way 
down  to  Kobe,  but  these  arrivals  naturally  tend 
to  further  weaken  the  market.  Holders,  however, 
—owing  lo  the  freaks  of  Exchange— refuse  to 
lower  their  rates,  and  business  in  consequence  is 
very  restricted. 

Chester    *i-8»i  to  1.87 

Comet    ''So   to  i.82j 

Dcvoc  •••  **■  •*•  *••   •*  *** "  *  "* 

Russian  Anchor   1.80  to  1.82$ 

Russian  Moon    » -77*  to  1.80 

SUGAH. 

There  have  been  several  arrivals  of  Brown 
sugar  from  Hongkong,  but  the  market  continues 
to  be  well  filled  with  buyers,  and  trade  progresses 
merrily.  The  second  shipment  of  the  new  For- 
mosa crop  is  expected  early  next  month— amount- 
ing to  about  33,000  bags,  half  of  which  have  been 
already  contracted  for  at  $4-50  to  $4.55  per  picul. 
Other  prices  show  no  change.  Whites  also  have 
eceived  new  supplies,  but  the  market  is  quiet  with 
but  a  light  demand. 

f  K  H  IMCUL 

rtrowu  Talcao    $4.40  to  4.50 

Brown  Manila    5-35  [°  5-45 

Brown  Daitong   4-45  to  5.00 

Brown  Canton    4-7" '04.75 

White  lava  and  Penang   6.90107.00 

  7.50 109.10 


White  Kenned 


170  to  2.35 
175  '03.75 

PKH  YA HD  . 

o  16  to  0  31 
6.40  to  8,75 
0.65    to  0.78 

I'KH  HlKCK. 

i.47a  t0  '  574 


to  1.95 


[•uA;R^3;.8't0  4tt,»4/aS  yards, 

inches   •  "  '* 


2.85  103.10 

esit  VAHU. 
$0,274  t"  0.45 
0.30    to  O.35 


Turkey  Reds— 4"8  to  5ft.  f4/»5  yards, 

33  inches     

WOOL I. HNS. 

Flannel  ;"  " '."  "'. 

Italian  Cloth,  30  ya'ds,  32  inches  best 
Italian  Cloth,  3"  ya«'s.  3*  inches 

Medium  •;•  ■•' 

Italian   Cloth,   3"   yards,   32  inches 

Common    '• 

Mousseline  de  l.uine— Ciaoe,  24  yu.ds, 

31  inches   ■  

Cloths  — Piloln,  51  ®  5«  '"ches   

Cloths— Presidentfi,  54  "9  5fi  "'dies  ... 

Cloths— Union,  54  (4  5°  inches   .... 

(UonUeiR— Scailet  and  Green,  4  K>  34»>. 

net  ih  

1  o  1  ioti  VAitns. 

i8/»  I  Ordinary    $3°.50  to  — 

,6/34,' Medium   37-°°  t°  37-50 

,0/34,  Good  to  Uest   37  5°  to  38  00 

16/24,  Keveise   

28/32, Oidiuary   37-50  to  — 

iS/12,  Medium    37  75  to  38.25 

38  33.  Good  to  Uest   38.50  to  39  75 

,B/i2.  Medium  L>  Heat    43  50  to  45  50 


0.25 

0.30 

O.14 

035 
O.60 
O.4O 


to  0.30 

to  0.35 

lo  o  194 
lo  0.50 
to  0.65 
to  0.70 


0.45 


to  0  574 


■Hob. 
Mos. 
Sos. 
Hos. 
Nos. 
Mos. 
Mos. 
Nos 


Ilyogo   

Vokohaina 

I  longhong 
lotal.. 


160 
57 

217 


3 16  350 


451 


59^ 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

Yokohama 


350 

/OBK  , 

47 
205 
424 


451 


282 

1,277 

57 

—  1,616 


HARTFORD.  KIlAt 

—  47 

—  205 
2  426 


total    — 

Per  Japanese  steamer 
Shanghai  and  ports  :—  Treasure, 


676  2  678 

Yokohama  Maru,  for 
1,000.00. 


No;  339,  Two-fold    42  00  to  43  00 

No.  ,36.  I  wo-fold    47.50  to  40.50 


No 
r4o 


20s,  lloinhay  . 
ifis,  Domhav  !'• 


MUTAI.S. 


a  most  dis 


This  market  continues  to  be  in 
conraging  condition.  Exchange  fluctuations  have 
wrought  havoc  with  quotations,  and  holders  seem 
inclined  to  lie  off  and  await  developments  There 
has  been  some  slight  enquiry  for  Wire  Nails  of 
Ihe  shorter  lengths,  but  otherwise  the  market  is 
completely  dead,  consequently  the  following  must 
he  ipgarded  as  nominal  quotations 


rsu  HICUL. 

♦4.30  to  4.40 
4  40  lo  4.50 

3-  35  to  3  45 
3  45  to  3.55 

4-  55  to  4-70 

Galvanized  lion  sheets    9  °'»  )°  9  2° 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    5  5°   0  5  9" 

li,,  Plates,  perhoK   6-'°  lo  6  i° 

Pi({  Iron,  No.  3   


I'lul  Itmo,  i  intl  

tHnt  Bars,  J  inch   

Hon, id  anil  sipiaie  up  to  J  inch 

Iron  Plates,  assoited   

Sheet  Iron. 


.55  to  1 160 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  9H1  instant,  since  which 
dale  settlements  on  this  market  are  657  p.culs, 
divided  thus:  Hanks,  39  pictils ;  Filatures,  373 
piculs  ;  Re-reels,  67  piculs  ;  Kakeda,  178  p.culs.  In 
ddilion  to  these  figu.es  Japanese  shipments  have 
been  99  bales,  making  the  total  export  trade  ot  the 
week  750  piculs. 

The  market  is  dull,  but  at  the  same  time  there 
is  something  doing  each  day,  although  we  hear 
umours  of  threatened  1  ejections  while  writing. 
Telegraphic  intelligence  from  abroad  is  certainly 
not  brilliant,  and  we  hear  of  reduced  limits  with, 
in  some  cases,  cancelled  orders,  boll,  heie  and  at 
Shanghai.  With  regard  to  quotations,  prices  may 
left  p.  aclically  unchanged  from  last  week,  for 
although  after  our  last  issue  l.olde.s  tried  hard  to 
Ket  an  advance,  which  in  some  cases  was  success- 
ul  still  they  do  not  seem  disposed  to  push  their 
claims  too  far,  in  spite  of  a  declining  exchange. 

Fine-sized  Filatures  are  decidedly  easy  in  lone 
and  it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  quotations 
current  to-day  with  those  of  a  year  ago.  On  the 
16th  of  February,  1893,  No.  I  Filatures,  if  den- 
iers,  were  worth  $950,  with  exchange  on  Lyons, 
four  months' sight,  fcs.  3.54  ;  lo-day,  equal  silks 
can  be  bought  at  $780,  with  exchange  fcs.  2.74,  a 
difference  of  something  like  35  per  cent.,  and  yet 
consumers  do  not  seem  to  be  attracted. 

Our  export  lo  date  still  shows  between  10,000 
and  11,000  piculs  shoitage  when  compared  with 
the  same  date  last  year  and  it  seems  as  though  the 
New  Yo.k  trade  could  not  possibly  recovei  from 
the  crisis  of  last  year,  at  least  dui  ing  the  remainder 
of  the  present  season. 

Arrivals  from  the  interior  are  now  practically 
stopped  ;  and  the  slock  list  shows  a  reduction  of 
7so  piculs  upon  the  week.  It  is  probable  thai  we 
may  have  very  small  supplies  for  the  next  thieeor 
four  weeks;  after  that  time,  no  doubt  the  sp.  ing 
reelings  will  commence  to  replenish  our  stock. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  French  and  Ainei  ican 
mails  both  leaving  together  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
The  former,  Saghalien,  had  127  bales  for  Europe, 
and  the  latter,  City  of  Rio,  took  426  bales  for  the 
United  States.  These  depa.  lures  make  the  pre- 
sent export  figures  30,794  piculs,  against  41  218 
piculs  last  year,  antf  38,372  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Hanks— A  few  more  parcels  have  been  taken 
into  godown  ;  Shimonita  ate  noted  at  $622§,  with 
Chichibu  at  $620  and  $6lO.  A  small  pa.cel 
Shinshii  has  also  gone  in  at  $615.  Stock  in  this 
class  is  practically  nil. 

Filatures.— A  moderate  demand  from  day  to 
day,  principally  in  soi  ts  suitable  for  Eu.ope.  prices 
ranging  from  $770  to  $690.  according  to  quality. 
In  goods  suitable  for  the  United  States,  but  very 
little  has  beeen  done  since  the  purchase  of  Katn^1' 
sha  noted  in  our  last.  One  small  paicell  of  Cho- 
shinsha  is  said  10  have  been  booked  at  $800,  with 
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some  medium  Koshu  and  Shinshu  at  aboul  $700; 
Itokit-tiioimeii  anil  Sliojokan,  $810. 

Re-reels. —  Nol  much  done  l>y  Foreigners,  hill 
P' ices  ait-  well  maintained  and  Five  GM  chop  lias 
been  entered  at  $755,  with  common  Joshu  m  $605. 

Kakeda. — Considerable  business  ai  advancing 
pi  ices  and  liolileis  have  succeeded  in  gelling  $690 
for  Horsehead  I ;  Oxhead  I,  $685  ;  0xAm4  //,  $650  ; 
Horsthead  11,  $650,  with  equal  silks  at  equal  pi  ices. 

In  other  sous,  nothing  dime. 

QUOTATIONS! 
Manl(5  —  No.  1  t  

Ilanlcs— No.  a  (Sliinaliii)   — 

HaiiUs — No.  2  (  losliu)    _ 

llanlis— No.  H  (Shiosliii)  .'.'.'$610  to 

1 1  a  ii  It  s —  No.  .-i  (  I  wall  H)    

llanlia— No.  l{  to  3   _ 

llanlis —  No .3     

1 1 » nits —  N 0 .  3 i  — 

Piluliirea—Kxlia  io/i?  deniers   Nom.  — 

Pilatmes — Kxti  a  13/1 5  ilenieis    Nom.  — 

Filaliirea — No.  1.  10/13  ileniem    770  to 

Kilaloies— No.  i,  13/15,  14/ift  .leu   a,0  to 

Kilatures— No.  1},  10/14  deniers    740  to 

Pjlatuies —  No.  ii.  13/ift,  14/17  .leu   ;fio  to 

Filatures — No .  a,  10/15  deniers    7.0  to 

Filatures—  No.  a,  14/18  deniers    730  to 

Filatures — No.  3,  1 4 /a 0  deniers    680  to 

Ke-i  eels—  Kxtru     

He-ieels—  (Oslm)  llest  No.  1   760  to 

Re-ieels—  No .  i,  13/15,  1  4/ 1 6  deniei  s   750  to 

Ke-ieels— No.  14.  13/16,  14/17 denieis   710  to 

He-reels—  No.  2,  1  4/18  deniers   680  to 

Re-reels— No.  2J,  1  j '  1  S  deniers    660  to 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1  4/20  deniei  s    640  to 

Kaliedas — Itxi.a...   Nom.   

Kalcedas — No.  1  ...    710  to 

Kaliedas— No.  1  j   '  6g0  to 

Kalcedas  —  No .  2   


620 


7S0 
820 
750 
770 
720 
740 
700 


up 01 1  Table  Wane  Silli  hi  16th  Feb. 


s'  ■  .  ■    1.  1 11 11 3  ij 4 

Pi. -in  >. 

WuMe  8\lh    10,148 

Piarrad  t'riciwina   3»J.V 


'9.379 


27.778 
2,nijO 

30,468 


Sell  lrinr.nl  n  no. I  Oil  e«:t  ) 

Export  from  1st  July  ) 
Stocli .  ifitli  Keb   1 7,750 


?5.7<>o 


rH«4  . 

iNut'OI, 

Piniiia, 

22.D4Q 

8,095 

»ti>44 

■  1  it  ti j  • 
26,500 

1 1 ,050 


Kaxedas — No.  2 
Kalcedas — No.  3 
Kalcedas — No.  3 
Kalcedas — No.  4 
Oslm  Sendai  —  N 
Maniatsnlii— No , 
I  lamatsuici — No. 
sodai — No.  34 ... 


645  to 
625  to 


770 
760 
720 
690 
670 
650 

720 
690 
650 
630 


3.  1 


Nom. 
Nom. 


Km  oj>c  

America    13,163 


bles  to  16th  Feb., 

1  8g4; 

111^3-1894. 

1892-93 . 

1 891-93 

«.  1 11 . 

Hut.. 

II  .  1  SI 

16.713 

"5,678 

13.533 

'3. '6.3 

24,801 

23,940 

29,876 

40.479 

37,473 

»  30,794 

41,218 

38,372 

f  IC"  i  a  , 

fieri  1.1 . 

moiii.i. 

3 '.350 

42,700 

39,800 

'3.950 

3,300 

10,450 

s  45.300 

46,000 

5°.J5<> 

I'otal    I  '!"'" 

i  I  ICHl! 

-SetllenieiiU  and  Diiect  ) 
Export  from  1st  (illy  j 
Stoclc,  16th  Feb  


WASTE  SILK. 

There  lias  again  been  a  very  small  business  hi 
this  branch,  settlements  (or  the  week  amounting 
to  133  piculs,  divided  thus;  Noshi,  33  piculs; 
Kibiso,  ioo  piculs.  Diiect  shipments  are  40  bales 
of  Boseki  wata,  weighing  60  piculs. 

There  has  been  very  little  done,  consumers 
holding  off.  Holders  do  not  seem  inclined  to 
reduce  their  prices  very  much  and  trade  is  conse- 
quently at  a  standstill. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  Canal  steamer  Glenorchy, 
gth  instant,  taking  75  bales  for  Europe  and  the 
French  mail  steamer  Saghalien,  fllh  instant, 
talcing  212  bales  various  Wastes  for  Europe. 
These  depaitures  make  the  present  export  figuies 
IQ.379  piculs,  against  30,468  piculs  last  year  and 
24,144  piculs  to  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi.—  Very  trifling  sales  consisting  of  fair 
Shinshu  at  $95;  medium  Filature,  $130  to  $140. 
Nothing  done  in  Joshu  sorts  this  week. 

Kibiso. —  Moderate  enquiry  for  Filature,  prices 
ranging  from  $95  to  $115  for  the  uncleaned  stock. 
Beyond  this  nothing  done  except  some  ultra- 
common  Kibiso,  apparently  sweepings,  at  $9. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — Good  to  llest   _ 

Noshi-ilo— Filature,  llest   JMc  co  leo 

Noshi-ito-Filat,„e,Good   \*5  [°  '5° 

Noshi-ito—  Filature,  Medium    I25  to  130 

Noshi-ito— Oslm,  Good  to  llest    ...  t«r  to  ,Ar 

Nosl.i-ito— Slii.isl,,.,  Best    .  .0  to  1 7, 

Nos1>i-Ho— Shinshu.  Good   I00  to  .05 

Nosln-ito— Sliinslm,  Medium    „0  to  «» 

Noshi-ito— Iiiisliti,  Good  to  llest   ,2,  to  t,\ 

Nosln-ito —  Joslm,  Heat    o,  tn  " 

Noshi-ito-ioshn.Good  i°0 

Mosln-ito — Josh  11,  Ordinary    65  lo  70 

Kibiso— Filature,  Hesr  sejecled   105  to 

Kibiso— Filature,  Seconds  

Kibiso— Oslm,  Good  lo  llest    

Kibi so— Sh in*hu,  Beat  

Kiliiso — Sliinslm,  Seconds   

Kibiso — losliu,  Good  to  Fair  

Kibiso — joshu,  Middling  to  Common.!.        It  to 

Kibiso— Haclioji,  Good   

Kibiso— Ilacltoji,  Medium  to  Low..... 
Kibiso— Neri,  Good  to  Common  " 
Maivata— Good  to  Best  


A  vaila|>leaup|iiiea  to  date  39,300      42,301.  37.550 

Exchange  after  a  short  spuit  has  declined  ar^ain 
and  is  now  quoted  as  under    -London,  4111/s.  (! 
dils,  2/2J;  Documents,  2/2.};  6m/s.  Ciedits,  2/2-j 
Nkw  Yokk,  3<)d/s.  U.S.  $52^;  4111/s.  U.S.  $53 
Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.74;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.76 

Estimated  Sitl<  Stock,  161I1  Feb.,  1894. 

Wiiti,  pi  cur.* 

(.01:0005   250 

Noshi-ito    8,580 

Kibiso    8,440 

Mawata   140 


Han  Its    35 

filatures    8,020 

Xe-reeis   4,365 

Kalreiia    1,480 

Osnu   25 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...      35  I 


Sundries 


340 


I'otal  iiiculs   13,950        l  otalpiruls    17,750 

TEA. 

Having  been  favoured  by  the  late  fall  in  Ex 
change,  buyeis  have  been  picking  up  any  desirable 
medium  leaf  left  on  the  market.  Ai  rivals  ar 
now  falling  off  to  very  small  propoitions,  and  con 
sequently  there  is  but  not  much  stock  on  offer 
Quotations  remain  without  change. 


Common  ,   j|2  to  ,j 

Good  Common   rn  ,e 

\n  ~ j:   •  -I  *-v  j 

17  to  18 
19  to  20 

22  to  23 


Medium 

Good  Medium   

Fine  

Finest   ^ 

Choice  «!.."!  }  Nominal 

Choicest  J 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  has  again  fluctuated  and  closes  with 
out  much  apparent  stability  as  under  : — 

Sterling — Bank  T. T  .-  

Slciliiij;  —  Banli  Hills  mi  (ieniand    2/l| 

Sterling — Bank  4  months'  sight    2/1J 

Sterling — Private  4  months'  sight   2/2} 

Sterling — Private  6  mouths'  sight   2/2^ 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.65 

On  Paris — Private  4  months' sight    2  74 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    I  °/G  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    71^ 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    72J 

On  India — Bank  sight    187 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight    190 

On  America — Banlc  Bills  on  demand    50J 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    52$ 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   53J 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.16 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2^4  ■ 

Bar  Silver  (London)    2gJ 


1 10 

95  to  100 
70  to  80 


40  to 


35  to 
25  to 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY«WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants,  Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable 

"(MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  net  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest.  ' 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking  Ship- 
ping, trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com 

SIDNEY.  AND  ¥?{AD^Part!any  CrUic,'Sed  in 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  -wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  uniqui 
advantages  to  advertisers.  ^ 

THE,S?LY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 


EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  1  he  Forei 

p  ertSi,A„nd  C°rresp0ndenls  ofa"  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies ,tdli 
China,  Japan.South  America,  and  other  countries 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

^PHE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
1  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI  at 
KOWAKI-DANJ,  which  i.s  admitted  by  'the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situaied 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  I3ATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating! 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

\JT  ISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
..YJ.  wiH  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 
February  1 8th,  1892. 


t.f. 


The  most  admired  01  r.ll  Poifumes.  Other 
odours  pall  upon  the  sense,  but  Atkin- 
son's "  White  Eooe"  is  ever  fresh  and 
sweet . 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

Renowned  for  a  couple  of  centuries,  this 
Perfume  has  given  rise  to  a  legion  of 
Worthless  Imitations.    Use  only  Atkin- 
son's Ji.siiLiSH  make,  which  is  the  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers, 
tf".  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
34,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
GAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blae  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
"  ''  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full.  * 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  tie  British  Admiralty.  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World.   


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 


Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  Kirst-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices.  . 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Ouiclcness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration.  . 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description^ rom  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  jo .  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c.T  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  ii  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
tunes  the  passer,  weight  for  weight,  o  any  othei - 
Awarded  First  Pnze  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, 1800,  in  competition  ouen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spamsh 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDON  OFFICE'.  1 7  I  ,SUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,E.  C. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  ayith  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 

astTfor 


UEBICCOMPANYS 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


May  7th,  189J. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
■  Ihv^inia  "  savs— "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
fn"i  ,m  ?he  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
m,£c?n?s  at  the  se  v  ce  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
3,0, t  t"»e  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  1  served  out  a 
snort  11  roc  i  s  Pills.    These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 

SlTre  as  posses  ng  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
f'eate'an'Sndenilble  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

sLn  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations 
Mr l  I  T  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  Cnin;,  published  in  ,87..  says-"'  I  had  w.th  me  a  quantity  of 
HoUway'a  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and.  in  consequence  milk  fowU 
K„ttpr  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonfufof  O  "[ment  Js  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quant,  ty  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throiigho  a 
World.  May  1st,  90. 


Awarded  Colo  Medal  Lpool  iHTBW'l  EXHlBtriOH,  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 


LIMITED, 


LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture. 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendism 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 

PRICE  LISTS~liT  APPLICATION. 

■atabllabed  »  Q';rM-ter  of  »  Century. 


And  Bee  that  each  Jar  bears  Baron  Liebig'a  signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama.     Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


June  14th,  1892. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


Sold  Throughout  me  worm. 


N,B.-  ASK   FOR   PINNEFORD^S_  M  AON  ESI  A, 


January  i,  1894. 


Tham  es  Electric  &  Steam JLaunch  C^ 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
4nd  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  01 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  ao  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments.  , 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e.. 


Manager 


April  23rd,  1893. 
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5  UMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


A  man  was  burnt  to  death  at  Shiba,  Tokyo,  on 
the  20th  inst. 

Snow  fell  during  the  early  hours  of  Wednesday, 
but  by  mid-day  not  a  trace  was  to  be  seen. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  of  the  candidates 
for  parliamentary  honours  belong  to  the  jfiyu  to. 

In  the  foot-ball  match  on  Saturday,  H.M.S. 
Caroline  was  defeated  by  a  local  team  by  two 
goals  to  nil. 

A  general  holiday  has  been  proclaimed  in  all 
Government  offices  on  the  occasion  of  the  Im- 
perial Silver  Wedding. 

Prof.  Milne  gave  an  instructive  lecture  on 
"  Movements  of  the  Earth's  Crust  "  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Asiatic  Society,  held  at  the  Public  Hall, 
Yokohama,  on  Thursday  evening. 

The  Opposition  Peers  have  sent  another  me 
morial  to  Count  Ito,  in  answer  to  his  reply  to 
their  first  communication.    It    is   signed  by 
Prince  Konoye  and  Viscount  Tani  only. 

The  U.S.S.  Baltimore  hasbeen  docked  at  Yoko- 
suka  ;  the  Marion  has  left  for  home ;  while  the 
Concord  has  gone  out  for  torpedo  practice,  thus 
leaving  no  U.S.  Warship  in  harbour. 

Mr.  Omura  Wakichiro,  a  Radical,  has  been 
expelled  from  the  Jiyu-to  on  account  of  his 
contesting  the  Seventh  District  of  Shizuoka 
against  the  official  Radical  candidate. 


The  souvenirs  of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding 
banquet  will  be  silver  cranes  four  inches  high, 
while  those  guests  attending  the  after-dinner 
entertainment  will  receive  bonbonieries  of  silver 
in  the  form  of  tortoises  standing  on  a  rock. 

Told  has  been  discovered  at  Hitokuri-mura, 
Gamazukuri-gun,  Miyagi  Prefecture.    Mr.  Hi- 


rose,  a  well-known  expert,  has  certified  lhat  one 
hundred  kwamme  (one  kivamme  =  iolb.  Troy) 
of  the  ore  obtained  contains  3$  momme  (one 
momme  —  58  grains)  of  pure  gold. 

Fifteen  coolies  and  Mr.  Siigimiua,  second 
officer  of  the  Sakata  Maru,  lying  wrecked  near 
Fushigi,  were  drowned  in  the  after  tanks  of 
that  steamer  through  a  breach  in  a  leak  suddenly 
bursting  open.   

A  Farmer's  son  who  had  been  sent  to  collect 
some  money  in  Yokohema  last  week,  jumped 
from  a  train  in  motion  on  his  return  journey 
and  was  picked  up  in  a  dying  condition  near 
Tsurumi  station.  No  notive  can  be  assigned  for 
his  action.   

Mr.  Edward  Mullendorff,  of  the  bankrupt  firm 
of  Pollett  and  Mullendorf,  was  brought  up  be- 
fore the  Belgian  Minister  and  two  Assessors  on 
Monday  last,  and  examined  relative  to  his 
affairs.  On  Tuesday  he  was  sentenced  to  three 
months'  imprisonment. 

A  plot  has  been  discovered  in  Korea  to  as- 
sassinate the  King,  Crown  Prince,  and  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  together  with  the  blowing-up  by 
gunpowder  of  the  Shrine  of  the  Royal  Ancestors. 
Many  arrests  have  been  made.  The  Tai-won-kun 
is  said  to  be  the  instigator  of  the  conspiracy. 


A  good  many  election  disturbances  are  reported 
from  the  provinces,  the  most  severe  being  in  the 
First  Election  District  of  Tochigi,  where  parly 
rivalry  runs  high  between  the  Hoshi  and  the 
Yokobori  factions.  A  smart  fight  took  place 
between  soshi  and  betto  in  the  Twelfth  District 
of  Tokyo  on  the  201b. 

A  junk  which  left  Suma-mura,  Osumi-gun, 
Kanagawa  Prefecture,  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  inst.  for  Chiba,  was  upset  by  a  sudden  gale 
which  sprung  up  when  she  about  two  ri  from 
Nagai-mura,  Miura  District,  the  same  day.  The 
crew  of  four  men  were  rescued  by  fishermen 
who  were  in  the  vicinity. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Nemoto  Sho,  an  employe 
in  the  Foreign  Office,  who  recently  returned 
from  a  tour  of  investigation  in  Mexico,  will 
celebrate  their  golden  wedding  on  the  2 5 1  ti  inst. 
at  their  native  place,  Godai-mura,  Naka  District, 
Hitachi  Province.  They  are  the  first  venerable 
couple  who  have  observed  such  a  festival  in 
this  country.   

A  very  shocking  triple  murder  was  committed 
at  Negishi  on  Sunday  morning,  when  a  vene- 
rable priest  and  his  acolyte  were  strangled  to 
death,  and  a  maidservant  stabbed  in  many 
places,  after  the  temple  had  been  plundered. 
The  murderers  sought  to  cover  their  crime  by 
setting  ihe  place  on  fire,  but  the  wounded  ser- 
vant managed  to  raise  an  alarm,  and  the  flames 
were  put  out.  This  woman  died  the  next  day 
from  the  effects  of  her  injuries.  Two  arrests 
have  been  made. 

A  somewhat  strong  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt 
in  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  on  the  201I1  inst.  at  8I1. 
29m.  3s.  a.m.  It  lasted  for  four  minutes  and 
twenty  seconds.  The  direction  was  from  east  to 
west,  the  maximum  horizontal  motion  being  5  1 
milimetres  in  1.6  second.  The  ground  moved 
very  slowly  for  the  first  3m.  12s.,  after  which 
the  oscillations  became  considerably  stronger, 
and  about  thirty  seconds  later  the  horizontal 
motion  reached  its  maximum  velocity.  The 
shock  was  also  experienced  at  Yokosuka,  Ulsu- 
nomiya,  Niigata,  Nagoya,  Sakai  and  Fukushima 
about  the  same  time. 


Mr.  John  Burns  speaking  at  Battersea  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  action  of  the  House  of 
Lords  re  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  urged  that 


no  surrender  should  be  made.  A  country  which 
had  beheaded  Charles  I.  would  stand  no  veto 
of  the  Queen  recommended  by  Loid  Salisbury. 
When  the  House  of  Commons  met  on  the  14th 
it  was  announced  that  fifty  officers  and  nine 
hundred  men  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  had 
been  drafted  into  the  Navy  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  personnel.  According  to  a  state- 
ment in  The  Times,  Lord  Kimberley  is  deter- 
mined that  until  the  closing  of  the  Indian  Mints 
has  been  fairly  tried,  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Commons  alone  would  not  induce  the  Go- 
vernment to  re-open  them.  The  Indian  Go- 
vernment has  resolved  to  adhere  to  the  selling 
of  Council  Bills  weekly  at  market  rates  and  not 
to  consent  to  an  import  duty  on  silver,  with 
a  view  to  supporting  the  value  of  the  rupee. 
The  House  of  Commons,  by  a  majority  of  two, 
has  accepted  the  amendment  made  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  contracting-out  clause  of 
the  Employers  Liability  Bill,  with  the  further 
amendment  limiting  the  operation  of  the  clause 
to  three  years.  The  House  of  Lords,  however, 
has  reinstated  the  Contracting-out  Amendment 
as  they  originally  drafted  it  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  Government  will  now  drop  the  Bill. 
The  statement  made  last  week  that  the  House 
of  Lords  had  passed  the  Parish  Councils  Bill, 
was  premature;  the  Bill  was  only  read  a  third 
time.  On  the  15th  the  Bill,  greatly  amended, 
was  carried  through,  thus  requiring  a  return  to 
the  Commons.  The  Government  is  determined 
to  reject  the  amendments.  A  French  official 
dispatch  regarding  the  latest  collision  near  Sierra 
Leone,  explains  that  English  frontier  police  oc- 
cupied a  village  in  the  possession  of  the  French 
and  tried  to  impress  the  villagers  for  the  purpose 
of  making  roads.  A  serious  hitch  has  occurred 
in  the  negotiations  between  Russia  and  China 
regarding  the  Pamirs,  and  a  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion of  the  difficulty  is  considered  improbable. 


The  steady  downward  fall  of  exchange  is  ham- 
pering the  Import  trade  more  seriously  than 
ever.  Early  in  the  week  buyers,  fearing  another 
rise  in  price,  took  a  few  hundred  bales  of  Yarn, 
and  rates  went  up  as  much  as  $1.50  in  42's 
two-fold.  But  the  rush  was  only  transient,  and 
everything  is  now  dead  quiet  again.  In  Shirtings 
and  T.  Cloth,  nothing  hasbeen  done,  and  hold- 
ers have  raised  their  prices  again  to  com- 
pensate for  the  fall  in  silver  values.  The  same 
tale  must  be  told  of  Metals,  the  out-look,  per- 
haps, in  this  line,  being  even  more  discouraging. 
Stocks  of  Kerosene  have  been  greatly  augment- 
ed through  the  arrival  of  another  American  ship, 
but  holders  are  still  resolved  upon  top  prices. 
Sugars  remain  active,  although  demand  for 
China  and  Manila  Browns  has  fallen  off  slight- 
ly, causing  a  decline  in  prices,  but  contracts 
for  Takao,  "  to  arrive,"  are  being  freely  made 
at  somewhat  higher  rates.  A  fair  amount 
of  Leaf  has  changed  hands,  exchange  being  in 
favour  of  purchasers,  but  prices  practically  show 
no  change.  The  decline  in  Silver  has  not 
helped  silkmen  much,  for  holders  will  not  budge, 
and,  indeed,  talk  of  putting  up  prices  again. 
One  or  two  shippers,  however,  have  been  making 
enquiries  for  Raw  Silk  suitable  for  the  American 
market,  and  several  parcels  have  been  accepted 
at  full  prices.  There  has  not  been  much  doing 
in  fine-sized  Filatures  for  Europe,  although 
holders  have  been  more  current  this  week. 
Taken  altogether  the  outlook  does  not  seem  very 
promising,  the  stock  being  some  11,000  piculs 
heavier  than  this  lime  last  year,  and  there  is 
little  inclination  to  buy,  while  every  day  brings 
us  nearer  to  the  Spring  reelings.  The  tone 
of  the  Waste  Silk  market  is  rather  weaker,  but 
there  is  only  a  very  limited  demand  just  at  pre- 
sent. Exchange  is  far  from  steady  and  closes 
with  irregular  rales. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


(FOR  TH«  WlEK    ENDING   FlB.  17.) 

The  Premier's  reply  to  the  thirty-eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Upper  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
formed  the  principal  topic  of  discussion  in  the 
vernacular  press  during  the  present  week. 
Journalistic  comments  on  the  Subject  have 
already  been  separately  noticed.  The  attitude 
of  the  majority  of  the  papers  was  a  foregone 
conclusion  ;  it  had  been  known  from  the  first 
that  they  would  severely  criticise  the  Cabinet's  de- 
claration. But  the  fact  is  noteworthy  that  the  me- 
tropolitan journals  have  evidently  found  it  a  very 
difficult  task  to  controvert  the  conclusive  argu- 
ments contained  in  the  document.  The  utmost 
they  can  do  is  to  turn  the  tables  and  in  general 
terms  charge  the  Cabinet  with  having  shown 
little  disposition  to  deal  with  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives frankly  and  candidly.  Meanwhile, 
the  recipients  of  the  document  are  understood 
to  be  determined  to  address  another  communi- 
cation to  the  Minister  President,  who,  in  their 
opinion,  has  entirely  mistaken  the  general  pur- 
port of  their  first  letter  to  him.  We  shall,  there- 
fore, hear  more  on  the  subject  in  the  course  of 
the  next  few  weeks. 

*  * 

A  certain  section  of  the  metropolitan  press 
persists  in  circulating  the  rumour  that  Mr. 
Fukuzawa  Yukichi  has  entered  into  a  secret 
agreement  with  the  Cabinet.  Some  papers  even 
state  that  on  the  occasion  of  Their  Majesties' 
Silver  Wedding,  Mr.  Fukuzawa  will  be  raised  to 
the  peerage  with  the  title  of  Count.  That  seems 
to  be  a  pure  fabrication.  A  man  who  has  so 
repeatedly  and  positively  avowed  his  disappro- 
val of  the  creation  of  new  Peers  can  scarcely 
accept  a  patent  of  nobility  himself.  The  re- 
port that  there  exists  a  secret  understanding 
between  him  and  the  Cabinet  is  also  understood 
to  be  baseless.  It  emanates  from  politicans  who 
are  alarmed  at  the  fearless  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Fukuzawa's  organ  is  using  its  vast  influence 
in  favour  of  the  Government's  enlightened  fo- 
reign policy.  During  the  past  ten  years  or 
more,  Mr.  Fukuzawa  has  consistently  and  fear- 
lessly contended  against  the  reactionary  ten- 
dency in  the  national  mind  on  the  subject  of 
foreign  affairs.  He  now  sees  with  delight  that 
the  Government  is  determind  to  pursue  its  pro- 
gressive foreign  policy  in  spite  of  all  difficulties 
and  dangers.  He  is,  therefore,  giving  indepen- 
dent support  to  the  Government  through  the 
columns  of  his  paper,  in  so  far  as  relates  to 
foreign  affairs.  Such,  in  our  opinion,  seems 
to  be  the  most  rational  interpretation  of 
Mr.  Fukuzawa's  present  situation.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  perhaps  regretted  that  the  Jiji 
Shimpd,  with  its  usual  contempt  for  the  idle 
talk  of  interested  politicians,  has  taken  no  step 
to  contradict  the  rumours  now  assiduously  cir- 
culated concerning  the  position  of  its  proprietor 
and  editor-in  chief.  Its  silence  is  artfully  ad- 
duced by  these  persons  in  confirmation  of  their 
assertions.  Whatever  may  be  the  editor's  con- 
nection with  those  in  power,  it  is  highly  inter- 
esting and  important  to  know  his  ideas  on  the 
present  situation.  We  will,  then,  briefly  refer 
below  to  several  important  articles  which  have 
appeared  in  the  Jiffs  columns  during  the  pre- 
sent week. 

* 

Concerning  the  aspirations  ot  the  Opposition 
politicians  to  demolish  clan  Government,  the 
Jiji  Shimpo  earnestly  asks  them  to  consider 
whether  it  is  not  injurious  to  the  country  to 
proceed  as  they  are  proceeding.  Nothing  is  to  be 
said  against  their  object  of  introducing  a  system 
of  Government  by  Party,  for  our  contemporary 
itself  is  of  opinion  that,  a  liberal  constitution 
having  come  into  operaiion,  the  introduction 
of  such  a  system  is  unavoidable  sooner  or  later 
But  it  thinks  that  the  young  politicians  of  the 
Opposition,  though  well  informed,  perhaps,  and 
rich  in  parts,  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  winning 
the  people's  confidence  sufficiently  to  form  an 
effective  Government.  Nay  more,  the  rash  and 
imprudent  steps  they  have  thus  far  taken  have 
made  not  a  few  men  of  sense  and  judgment  re- 


gret the  granting  of  the  Constitution.    They  ma> 
believe  that  the  cherished  object  of  their  poli- 
tical ambition — the  introduction  of  Party  Go- 
vernment— is  already  in  sight;  but  the  Jiji 
frankly  assures  them  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  things,  there  is  little  hope  for  the  realization 
of  their  aspiration  at  an  early  date.  Imagining 
for  an  instant,  that  they  had  succeeded  in  pull- 
ing down  the  Clan  Government,  are  they  in 
a  position  to  form  a  Cabinet?    Divided  among 
ihemselves  and  enjoying  little  of  the  people's 
confidence,  the  task  would  be  more  than  ordin- 
arily   difficult,    if  not    absolutely  impossible. 
The  common  desire  of  all  the  Parties  to  get 
into  power  may  perhaps  induce  them  to  form  a 
sort  of  Coalition  Cabinet.    But  such  a  Cabinet 
would  not  stand  a  day.    First  of  all,  it  would 
have  no  authority   to  control   the  Army  and 
the  Navy,  and  it  would  lack  that  unity  among 
its  members  which  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  effective  conduct  of  the  Administration. 
The  Jiji  has  no  personal  objection  to  see- 
ing these  persons  in  power,  neither  has  it  any 
interest  in  the  continuance  of  the  older  states- 
men in  office.    Its  object  is  simply  to  have 
a  strong  and  capable  Government    For  the 
present,  therefore,  the  younger  politicians  are 
advised  to  curb  their  ardent  spirits  and  wait 
patiently  until  the  time  shall  naturally  ripen  for 
their  coming  to  the  helm  of  State.    The  best 
they  can  do  to  hasten  the  advent  of  that  time  is, 
in  the  Jiji's  opinion,  to  secure  the  entrance 
into  the  Cabinet  of  their  aged  leaders  who,  on 
account  of  their  past  services  to  the  State,  still 
enjoy  more  or  less  popular  confidence.  In 
other  words,  the  Jiji  recommends  the  for- 
mation of  a  Coalition   Cabinet  between  the 
elder    statesmen    now   in   office    and  some 
of  those  at  the  head  of  political  parties.  Turn- 
ing to  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  our  contem- 
porary asks  them  what  policy  they  have  adopted 
for  the  future?    They  have  dissolved  the  old 
House  of  Representatives,  but  how  are  they 
going  to  manage  the  new  one?    There  are  a 
set  of  men  in  the  ranks  of  officialdom  who  ad- 
vocate a  high-handed  policy,  and  who  recom- 
mend the  dissolution  of  House  after  House  of 
Representatives  until  a  majority  favourable  to 
the  Government  is  obtained.    But  such  a  course 
of  action  is  not  practicable,  and  the  Ministry 
must  think  of  a  more  feasible  plan  to  carry 
them  through  the  coming  struggle.    In  our 
contemporary's  opinion,  the  only  statesman- 
like policy  is  to  form  a  definite  alliance  with 
some  of  the  political  parties.   The  method  of 
chozen  (standing  aloof  from  all  parties)  looks 
pretty  enough  on  paper,  but  is  not  practical. 
If  they  really  meant  to  pursue  such  a  policy, 
they  ought  not  to  have  advised  the  Emperor  to 
grant  such  a  liberal  Constitution  to  his  subjects. 
A  Diet  modelled  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  a 
Local  Assembly  would  have  answered  the  pur- 
poseexactly.  Buthaving  given  such  large  powers 
to  the  people,  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  preventing 
them  from  aspiring  to  a  share  in  the  actual 
conduct   of   public    affairs.      In    the  Jiji's 
opinion,    the    cries   for   a   so-called  Respon- 
sible Cabinet  are  destined   to  grow  stronger 
and   stronger,  until  the  object  sought  is  at- 
tained,   whether    those    in    office    like    it  or 
not.    The  elder  statesmen  now  in  power  are 
therefore  earnestly  advised  to  combine  with  some 
political  parties  and  secure  a  working  majority 
in  the  coming  House  of  Representatives.  They 
will  then  have  a  free  hand  to  settle  the  question 
of  Treaty  Revision  according  to  their  pleasure 
and  discretion.    There  is  a  tendency  among 
die  parties,  as  well  as  in  officialdom,  for  men  to 
gravitate  into  two  large  groups,  those,  namely, 
who  favour  a  conservative  and  militant  policy 
and  those  bent  upon  a  progressive  policy.  Thus 
our  contemporary  is  not  without  hopes  of  seeing 
the  political  world  ultimately  divided  into  two 
definite  camps.  Taking  advantage  of  such  a  ten- 
dency, the  members  of  the  present  Cabinet  are 
advised  to  lead  the  way  to  the  smooth  introduc- 
tion of  Government  by  Party. 

* 

*  * 

The  Kohkai  thinks  differently  from  the  Jiji. 
It  apparently  has  no  confidence  in  the  states 
men  of  the  elder  generation.  They  have  had 
their  day,  and  it  is  now  high  lime  for  them  to 
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retire  from  a  field  where  their  presence  only 
makes  confusion.  The  hour  has  come — such 
is  the  hopeful  tone  in  which  our  contem- 
writes — for  the  energetic  and  am- 
spirits  of  the  younger  generation 
into  their  hands  the  direction  of  State 
Many  hopes  had  been  founded  upon 
a  Cabinet  presided  over  by  the  statesman  who 
has  constituted  himself  guardian  of  the  Consti- 
tution. But  those  hopes  have  been  completely 
disappointed  by  the  singular  incapacity  of  the 
present  Ministers  to  cope  with  the  requirements 
of  the  juncture.  On  the  other  hand,  where  are 
their  successors  to  be  found  ?  Our  contem- 
porary bitterly  denounces  the  false-hearted  and 
self-seeking  Progressionists,  and  is  disgusted 
with  "  the  corrupt  Radicals."  But  it  says  that 
there  are  plenty  of  able  men  in  the  younger 
generation.  Is  it,  then,  among  the  National 
Unionists  that  the  Kokkai  proposes  to  find  new 
statesmen  for  Japan?  It  may  perhaps  have  in 
its  mind  a  group  of  politicians — including  no 
doubt  its  own  editor — who  denounce  the  Go- 
vernment as  well  as  all  the  existing  parties,  but 
who  have  nothing  to  entitle  them  to  take  the 

place  of  the  men  they  condemn. 

* 

*  * 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  protests  against  the 
injustice  of  denouncing  the  advocates  of  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement  as  men  actuated  by  an 
anli-foreign  spirit.  "We  are,"  says  our  con- 
temporary, "at  least  as  enthusiastic  as  the  Go- 
vernment in  promoting  the  enlightened  policy 
of  opening  the  country.  But  we  are  at  the  same 
time  aware  that,  unless  the  sovereign  rights  now 
remaining  to  Japan  be  rigidly  and  jealously 
guarded  and  exercised,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
curb  foreigners'  arrogance  and  assumption  of 
superiority,  when  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy 
further  privileges.  That  is  the  reason  why 
we  insist  on  the  enforcement  of  the  existing 
treaties  as  well  as  on  their  speedy  revision.  In 
demanding  such  a  course,  we  have  in  view  only 
the  furtherance  of  the  right  of  the  country  and 

the  interests  of  the  people." 

* 

The  Jt'yu  Shimbun  has  much  to  say  against 
the  inconsistency  of  the  Progressionist  Party  in 
joining  the  present  movement  for  Strict  Enforce- 
ment of  the  Treaties.  In  spite  of  all  that  the 
Maintchi  and  other  Progressionist  organs  say 
to  the  contrary,  this  movement  is  but  a  mani- 
festation, under  a  different  aspect,  of  the 
anti-Mixed  Residence  agitation.  The  Progres- 
sionists did  everything  in  their  power  to  assist 
Count  Okuma  to  conclude  imperfect  treaties, 
under  which  the  country  was  to  have  been 
thrown  open  to  foreigners  with  little  reservation. 
But  they  are  now  working  in  concert  with  men 
opposed  to  Mixed  Residence,  because  they 
value  their  party  interests  more  than  the  interests 
of  the  country.  The  Radical  organ  is  convinced 
that  the  people  no  longer  repose  their  confidence 

in  such  selfish  politicians. 

» 

*  *  , 
The  Opposition  papers  have  begun  to  publish 

rumours  about  alleged  partiality  on  the  part  of 
local  authorities  in  carrying  out  laws  and  regu- 
lations relating  to  elections.  Cases  of  violation 
of  these  enactments  were  lately  reported  from 
some  localities.  These  incidents  of  rumoured 
official  activity  furnish  occasions  for  the  Opposi- 
tion papers  to  vent  their  feelings  against  the 
Government. 


(For  thb  Week  ending  Feb.  3j.) 

The  election  drawing  near,  various  estimates 
are  formed  as  to  the  probable  complexion  of 
the  next  House  of  ^Representatives.  Naturally 
they  differ  according  to  the  personal  equation 
of  each  prophet.  But  most  people  seem  to 
agree  that  the  Radicals  and  Progressionists  will 
preserve  nearly  the  same  relative  strength  in 
the  new  House  as  they  had  in  the  old,  though 
each  receiving  an  increase  of  a  few  members. 
The  National  Unionists,  it  is  believed,  will 
suffer  a  considerable  diminution  of  numbers, 
while  the  Doshi  Club  and  the  Domei  Club  will 
probably  remain  much  as  they  were  in  the  last 
House.  Such  at  present  seems  to  be  the  esti- 
mates most  generally  received  in  the  capital. 
There  are,  however,  men  apparently  well  in- 
formed and  trustworthy,  who  entertain  san- 
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guine  hopes  for  the  return  of  llie  Radicals,  il 
not  in  an  absolute  majority,  at  least  in  numbers 
sufficient  to  secure  such  B  majority  in  combina- 
tion with  some  neutral  or  independent  members. 
Already  more  than  200  Radical  candidates  are 
competing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  more, 
it  is  said,  will  yet  appear  in  the  field.  But  mere 
numerical  strength  of  candidates  furnishes  no 
indication  of  success  at  the  polls. 

*  * 

As  was  expected,  some  papers  have  already 
begun  to  complain  of  official  interference  in 
elections.  The  Chu-o  Shimbun  is  the  loudest  of 
these.  It  is  a  strange  circumstance  that  the  ac- 
knowledged organ  of  a  Party  generally  supposed 
to  owe  its  existence  to  official  interference,  should 
now  make  the  greatest  noise  about  precisely 
that  abuse.  But  the  Chu-o  lias  special  reasons 
for  stirring  up  this  question,  because  its  editor 
and  proprietor,  Mr.  Ooka  Ikuzo,  is  reported  to 
be  fighting  a  forlorn  battle  with  an  antagonist 
in  Yamaguchi.  In  that  locality  the  doctrine  of 
Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties  is  stated  to 
be  very  unpopular,  and  naturally  little  favour 
is  shown  to  one  of  its  most  energetic  advocates. 
The  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  Yamaguchi  as  well  as  other  influential 
officials  of  the  locality  are  charged  with  having 
conspired  to  prejudice  the  people  against  Mr. 
Ooka.  But  his  paper  has  thus  far  failed  to 
produce  any  facts  in  support  of  its  allegations. 
* 

The  second  communication  which  some 
members  of  the  Upper  House  have  addressed 
to  the  Minister  President  of  State  on  the  subject 
of  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
has  attracted  considerable  journalistic  attention! 
The  Opposition  papers  are  naturally  glad  to 
see  their  cause  so  enthusiastically  espoused  by 
a  section  of  the  Peers.  They  consequently  find 
little  to  take  exception  to  in  the  document. 
Indeed,  the  communication  of  the  Peers,  as  the 
Nichi  Nichi  has  remarked,  may  be  regarded 
as  a  recapitulation  of  the  arguments  advanced 
on  the  same  subject  by  these  papers,  especially 
those  belonging  to  the  Progressionist  Party. 
There  is  a  rumour,  as  we  have  already  noticed, 
that  the  members  of  the  Upper  House  who 
took  part  in  the  presentation  of  their  docu- 
ment were  under  the  influence  of  the  leader  of 
the  Progressionist  Party.  Whether  the  story 
is  true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  the  leaders 
of  the  Opposition,  most  of  all  Count  Okuma, 
have  keenly  felt  the  danger  of  suffering 
the  Premier's  recent  reply  to  the  Peers  to  pass 
unchallenged.  Unfortunately  the  second  com- 
munication of  the  Peers  is  not  such  as  to  do 
much  service  to  the  cause  of  the  Opposition. 
We  must  also  notice  another  rumour  concern- 
ing this  affair.  It  is  that,  though  the  Cabinet 
was  at  first  inclined  to  make  no  declaration  of 
the  reasons  for  dissolution,  it  afterwards  found 
out  the  mistake  of  such  a  course  ;  that,  being 
consequently  desirous  of  procuring  an  opportun- 
ity to  make  the  required  declaration,  it  caused 
some  of  its  adherents  in  the  Upper  House  to 
instigate  the  simple-minded  members  of  that 
House  to  address  a  communication  to  the  Pre- 
mier demanding  an  explanation  of  the  dissolution; 
and  thatthese  instigators  have  since  received  offi- 
cial appointments  in  recognition  of  their  services. 
The  report  is  assiduously  circulated  by  the  Pro- 
gressionist papers.  It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive 
its  absurdity.  The  Kaishin  to  organs  pay  a 
poor  compliment  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Peers 
who  are  doing  their  utmost  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  Opposition. 


that,  although  it  is  not  disposed  to  place  con- 
fidence in  mere  lumours,  the  present  impression 
looks  probable  enough  in  view  of  the  general 
aspect  of  affairs.    Whatever  may  be  the  state 
01  ieeling  in  the  country,  there  seems  to  be  little 
doubt  that  foreign  Powers  are  very  favourably 
disposed  towards  Japan  in  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Treaty  Revision.    If,  then,  the  Japanese 
take  up  the  matter  in  earnest,  there  need  not 
be  much  difficult}!  in  accomplishing  the  nation's 
long  cherished  object.    Such  a  favourable  op- 
portunity must  not  be  lost  by  the  Government, 
especially  as  it  has  avowedly  made  itself  res- 
ponsible for  the  progressive  policy  of  opening 
the  country.    That  the  statesmen  in  power  have 
assumed  an  air  of  decision  about  their  foreign 
policy  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Jiji,  presumptive 
evidence  that  they  have  confidence  in  their 
ability  to  carry  to  a  happy  solution  the  long 
discussed  problem.    There  is,  however,  one 
thing  which  the  Tokyo  journal  wishes  parti- 
cularly to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government. 
It  is  that,  unfortunately,  circumstances  have 
made  Japanese  statesmen  very  jealous  about  the 
question  of  Treaty  Revision.    Let  it  once  be 
known  that  an  issue  is  within  sight,  and  there 
will  instantly  be  set  up  a  powerful  agitation 
against  the  Government  on  one  ground  or  an- 
other as  past  experience  painfully  indicates. 
Consequently,  the  Cabinet  is  advised  by  the 
Jiji  to  preserve  strict  secrecy,  and  not  to  an- 
nounce the  fact  to  the  nation  until  after  accom- 
plishment.   When  this  question  has  been  satis- 
factorily  disposed  of,  the  present  Ministers  of 
State  are  recommended  to  retire  from  office. 
Such  a  step  is,  in  the  Jijts  opinion,  advisable 
for  the  sake   not  only  of  their  own  personal 
interest  but  also  of  the  country's  good.  Should 
they,  after  the  event,  continue  in  office,  they  will 
become  objects  of  intense  hatred  to  a  certain 
class  of  men,  and  the  fact  may  even  lead  to  a 
disturbance  of  national  tranquillity. 


It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  the  articles  that 
have  appeared  on  this  subject,  for  they  are  in 
the  main  mere  repititions  of  what  has  already 
been  written.  We  may  notice,  however,  that 
the^  indiscreet  language  used  by  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  when  commenting  on  the  Peers'  com- 
munication, has  called  forth  several  angry 
articles  from  the  Opposition  papers,  whose  ir- 
ritation under  the  circumstances  is  only  natural. 
* 

at  * 

A  vague  impression  seems  to  exist  in  the 
public  mind  that  negotiations  for  Revision  of 
the  Treaties  are  making  rapid  progress.  The 
Jiji  Shimpo,  alluding  to  this  idea,  observes 


In  another  article,  the  Jiji  attempts  to  make 
a  forecast  of  the  results  likely  to  follow  Treaty 
Revision.  In  its  opinion,  the  event  will  not 
entail  such  great  changes  as  many  people  seem 
to  believe.  Trade,  for  instance,  will  continue  to 
centre  in  the  open  ports,  for  example,  Yokoha- 
ma and  Kobe.  As  to  manufacturing  and  mining 
industries,  some  persons  imagine  that  foreigners 
will  enter  into  competition  with  the  Japanese  in 
these  fields  ;  but  the  Jiji  has  no  such  fear.  For 
the  interest  of  money — the  principal  point  with 
regard  to  which  the  Japanese  have  hitherto 
stood  at  a  grave  disadvantage  as  compared  with 
foreigners— has  gradually  fallen  to  about  four 
or  five  per  cent,  per  annum.  In  point  of  tech- 
nical skill,  too,  the  Japanese  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  foreigners,  while  in  the  tract- 
able disposition  of  workmen  and  in  cheapness 
of  labour,  the  capitalists  of  this  country  have  a 
clear  advantage  over  their  foreign  competitors. 
Our  contemporary  seems  to  forget  that  the 
benefit  of  low  wages  and  of  the  gentle  character 
of  workmen  are  equally  within  reach  of  foreign 
employers  of  labour  in  Japan.  The  Jiji  then 
remarks  that,  although  it  is  not  known  whether 
the  privilege  of  owning  real  estate  will  be 
granted  to  foreigners,  no  evil  result  could  follow 
such  a  concession.  For  foreigners  would  be 
deterred  from  acquiring  land  in  the  interior  by 
exactly  the  same  considerations  that  make  capi 
taiists  in  Tokyo  unwilling  to  invest  money  in 
land  in  far  off  country  districts.  Possibly  some 
foreign  merchants  might  establish  themselves  in 
the  larger  business  centres,  as  Tokyo,  Nagoya, 
Kyoto,  Osaka,  and  so  forth  ;  and  the  number  of 
foreign  travellers  in  the  interior  would  doubtless 
increase.  But  these  would  probably  be  the  only 
perceptible  results  of  Treaty  Revision. 


Much  noise  is  made  by  the  Progressionist 
papers  about  the  transfer  of  Judge  Chitani  from 
the  Court  of  Cassation  to  the  Local  Court  of 
Nawain  Okinawa.  Judge  Chitani  was  not  pre- 
viously consulted  on  the  matter  by  the  Minister 
of  Stale  for  Justice.  Consequently  when  he 
received  the  order  to  proceed  to  Okinawa,  he 
refused  to  do  so,  in  virtue  of  the  73rd  Article 
of  the  Law  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Court  of 
Justice,  where  it  is  provided  :— "  Subject  to  the 


provisions  of  Articles  74  and  75,  a  Judge  shall 
not,  against  his  will,  be  either  transferred  frOM 
one  Court  to  another,  or  removed  from  one  office 
to  another  in  the  same  Court,  or  dismissed,  or 
have  his  salary  lowered,  unless  it  be  by  virtue 
of  criminal  sentence  or  a  disciplinary  judgment. 
But  ajudge  may  be  transferred  from  one  Court  to 
another  regardless  of  the  above  provision,  either 
when  he  happens  to  be  on  the  Reserve  List,  or 
in  case  it  is  necessary  to  fill  a  vacancy."  The 
Judicial  Department  holds  that  Judge  Chitani's 
case  comes  within  the  purview  of  the  second 
clause  of  this  Article,  for  the  President  of  the 
Nawa  Local  Court  having  been  transferred  to 
Oita,  there  was  a  necessity  to  fill  the  vacancy 
thus  occasioned.  But  the  Progressionist  organs 
think  otherwise.  They  argue  that,  if  transfer 
from  one  Court  to  another,  even  against  the  will 
of  the  Judge  concerned,  be  permissible  in  case 
of  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  for- 
mer occupant  of  an  office,  the  guaranty  provid- 
ed in  the  first  clause  of  the  Article  which  we  have 
quoted  amounts  to  nothing.  The  object  of  the 
guaranty  is  to  give  security  to  Judges,  but  if  they 
can  be  removed  after  the  manner  adopted  in 
Judge  Chitani's  case,  then  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice always  has  it  in  his  power  to  transfer  to  a 
remote  corner  of  the  Empire  any  Judges  that 
may  be  objects  of  his  dislike.  Cases,  therefore, 
say  these  papers,  in  which  the  transfer  of  a 
Judge  may  be  ordered,  even  against  his  will, 
must  be  limited  to  vacancies  caused  by  un- 
avoidable circumstances,  such  as  death,  dis- 
missal, resignation  and  so  forth.  These  papers 
warn  the  Government,  that  unless  the  mistake 
be  corrected,  or  the  functionaries  responsible 
for  it  be  properly  dealt  with,  the  matter  will 
form  a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Diet.       *  *  * 

The  competition  between  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  and  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam- 
ship Company  on  the  Bombay  route  receives 
considerable  attention  from  the  Tokyo  papers. 
They  unite  in  urging  the  Japanese  spinning 
companies  to  stand  stoutly  by  the  Yusen  Kaisha, 
Strong  appeals  are  made  to  their  patriotism' 
their  public  spirit,  and  their  interest,  to  reject 
the  tempting  offers  of  the  English  Steamship 
Company.  Some  papers  also  state  that,  if 
necessity  arise,  State  aid  should  be  given  to  the 
Yusen  Kaisha  in  order  to  enable  it  to  maintain 
the  new  service  to  India,  for  upon  the  success  of 
that  enterprise  depends,  in  a  large  measure,  the 
further  development  of  the  country's  carry- 
ing trade. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  SILVER  WEDDING. 

The  programme  for  the  9th  proximo  appears 
to  be  pretty  definitely  fixed.  In  the  forenoon 
their  Majesties  will  grant  audience  in  the 
Palace  to  Princes  of  the  Blood,  Ministers  of 
State,  members  of  the  First  Order  of  nobility,  the 
the  Foreign  Representatives,  and  all  Japanese 
holding  First  Class  Decorations  of  Japanese 
Orders.  These  represent  a  comparatively 
limited  number,  but  the  list  is  understood  to  have 
been  purposely  restricted  so  that  the  duration  of 
the  Reception  maybe  brought  within  reasonable 
limits.  In  the  afternoon  there  will  be  a  review 
of  all  the  troops  in  the  Tokyo  Garrison  on 
the  Aoyama  Parade  Ground,  and  in  the  evening 
a  great  number  of  persons  are  to  dine  at  the 
Palace.  Those  honoured  with  invitations  to 
dinner  will  be  much  more  numerous  than  those 
entitled  to  attend  the  levge  in  the  morning,  but 
as  to  the  exact  composition  of  the  guests,  we 
cannot  speak  with  certainty.  Their  number 
will  be  between  six  and  seven  hundred,  includ- 
ing some  seventy  ladies,  and  the  parly  will  be 
increased  after  dinner  by  a  further  list  of  in- 
vitations bearing  among  others  the  names  of  the 
Government's  foreign  employes  holding  choku- 
nin  rank,  as  well  as  those  of  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion. The  arrangements  for  the  entertainment 
after  dinner  will,  it  is  understood,  be  identical 
with  those  made  on  the  occasion  of  the  Pro- 
mulgation of  the  Constitution. 

We  need  scarcely  say  that  no  one  room  in 
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the  Palace  is  sufficiently  spacious  10  dine  600 
persons.     It  will  lie  necessary  to  divide  the 
guests  among  ai  least  four  rooms.    The  Throne 
Room  in  the  Palace    will  accomodate  fully 
120    diners    with    ease.     It  could  be  made 
to  accomodate  more,  but  as  the  table  in  this 
room  will  be  presided  over  by  Their  Majes- 
ties in  person,  anything  like  a  crush  will  of 
course  be  avoided.     Those  not  privileged  to 
sit  at  the  Emperor's  table  will  be  distributed  in 
three  other  rooms,  two  in  the  Palace  proper  and 
one  in  the  Akasaka  Palace.    At  the  first  of  these 
three  tables  Their  Imperial  Highness  Prince 
and   Princess    Komalsu    will  preside  ;   at  the 
second   Prince  and  Princess  Arisugawa  Take- 
hito,  and  at  the  third,  Prince  and  Princess 
Kanin.    The  diners  at  the  Palace  will  receive 
a  more  than  usually  beautiful  souvenir  of  the  oc- 
casion, a  bonbonniire  of  silver  in  the  form  of  a 
rock  surmounted  by  a  crane,  the  whole  stand- 
ing nearly  five  inches  high.    Guests  invited  to 
the  after-dinner  part  of  the  entertainment  will 
not  be  so  fortunate,  though  their  souvenir  also 
will  doubtless  be  worthy  of  the  occasion. 


♦ 

*  * 


two  tortoises  mounted  in  the  same  way. 
The  well-known  artist,  Mr.  Ito  Katsumi  has 
been  entrusted  with  the  chiselling  of  these 
objects  and  the  wax  moulds  in  which  the 
first  castings  are  to  be  made  have  already 
been  completed.  Our  contemporary  does  not 
state  the  name  of  the  painter  from  whose 
drawing  the  glyptic  model  has  been  taken, 
though  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  points. 

* 

•  * 

In  speaking  of  the  souvenirs  to  be  presented 
to  guests  at  the  Palace  on  the  evening  of  the  9th, 
those  for  the  banquet  invites  will  be  as  stated^ 
above,  storks  on  rocks.  Reading  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun's  notes,  we  infer  that  the  atter- 
dinner  guests  will  receive  bonbonniires  in  the 
shape  of  tortoises,  for  our  contemporary  says  that 
from  four  to  five  hundred  have  been  ordered. 
We  are  glad  to  see  that  this  commission  has 
been  given  to  Mr.  Suzuki  Chokichi,  whose  ad- 
mirable work  on  the  Twelve  Falcons  for  the 
Chicago  Exhibition  attracted  so  much  well 
deserved  attention. 


The  lighting  of  the  Palace  on  the  evening  of 
the  91I1  will  be  quite  an  undertaking.  Origin- 
ally the  rooms  were  fitted  with  electric  lights, 
and    the  magnificent    electroliers  constituted 
quite  a  feature  of  their  internal  decoration.  But 
it  appears  that  the  installation,  though  superin- 
tended by  a  foreign  expert  was  more  or  less 
defective  from  the  first,  and  complete  confidence 
in    immunity  from  fire  has  never   been  felt. 
After  the  destruction  of  the  Diet  buildings  by 
fire  which  catastrophe  was  generally  attributed 
to  the  electric  lighting,  the  Emperor  conceived 
a    dislike   and    distrust   of   that  method  of 
illumination,  and  that  fact  coming  to  supple 
ment  the    uneasiness  already   felt  about  the 
security  of  the  installation  settled  the  doom  of 
the  whole  affair.    Ever  since  then,  candles  have 
been  employed  and  an  idea  of  what  that  means 
on  an  occasion  like  that  of  the  9th  proximo  may 
be  gathered  when  we  say  that  in  the  Throne 
Room  and  the  broad  corridor  surrounding  it  on 
three  sides,  no  less  than  a  thousand  candles 
will  have  to  be  lit.    Altogether  some  five  thou- 
sand candles  will  be  burning  in  the  Palace  on 
the  night  of  the  9th.     There  have  already,  we 
understand,  been  lighting  rehearsals,  a  precau- 
tion abundantly  necessary  when  the  character 
of  the  undertaking  is  considered.     It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  how  much  money  will 
flow  into  the  pockets  of  purveyors,  chandlers, 
decorators,  wine-merchants,  and  so  forth  on  this 
memorable  occasion,  but  of  course  the  Imperial 
ledgers  will  never  be  opened  to  public  gaze.  We 
imagine  that  there  has  already  been  a  con- 
siderable flutter  amongst  the  Tokyo  milliners 
and  tailors,  for  ever  since  the  fatal  edict  of  1886, 
it  is  de  rigueur  for  ladies  visiting  the  Palace  to 
wear    Western    costume,    and    doubtless  the 
seventy  or  eighty    distinguished    dames  and 
demoiselles  who  will  have  the  privilege  of  being 
present  on  the  9th  will  conform  with  this  tin 
happy  custom. 


THE   KWANTO  TEA  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Kwanto  Tea  Association— our  readers  will 
remember   that ,  the  Kwanto,    Kwansei,  and 
Kiushu  Associations  have  combined  to  form 
one  great  guild—is  to  have  its  central  office  in 
Yokohama,  and  will  send  agents  abroad  for  the 
purpose  of  "  extending  the  market  for  Japanese 
tea."     From  this  we  infer  that  the  members 
of  the  Association  have  undertaken  the  pursuit 
of  that  ignis  fatuus,  direct  export.    We  re- 
commend them  to  pause.    Every  Japanese  who 
has  hitherto  essayed  that  experiment  did  but 
serve  to  illustrate  the  familiar  fable  of  the  man 
that  went  out  for  wool  and  came  home  shorn 
The  tea  trade,  too,  of  all  businesses,  is  least 
capable  of   being   successfully    exploited  by 
amateurs.    There  is  not  the  slightest  chance 
for  Japanese  in  such  work  unless  they  act  in 
cooperation   with  foreigners.    The  time  may 
come,  probably  will  come,  when  they  will  be 
able  to  dispense  with  all  extraneous  aid,  but  for 
the  present  nothing  of  the  kind  is  possible  with- 
out heavy  loss. 


THE   PRINCE   IMPERIAL  -AND  THE  SILVER 
WEDDING. 

The  number  of  silver   cranes  that   will  be 
called  into  existence  by  the  ceremony  of  the 
9th  proximo    may  be  worth  counting  here 
after    when    curious     statisticians    come  to 
write  an  account  of  the  celebration.  Silken 
tailed  tortoises  and  softly  plumaged  cranes  have 
been  from   time  immemorial  emblems  of  lon- 
gevity and  felicity  in  Japan,  so  that  their  ap- 
pearance on  all  the  objects  of  art  specially 
constructed  for  the  Silver  Wedding  is  natural. 
The  600  guests  at  the  Imperial  banquet  are  to 
have  silver  cranes  on  silver  rocks  as  mementos 
of  the  occasion,  and  we  now  read  in  the  Nichi 
Mchi  Shimbun  that  a  similar  design  is  to  be 
adopted   for  the  Crown   Prince's  gift  to  his 
Imperial  parents.    There  will  be  a  difference 
in  size,  however,  for  the.  silver  cranes  of  the 
Prince  are  to   stand   two   feet  high,  whereas 
those   of  the  banquet   souvenir   will  measure 
only  four  inches.    Speaking   more  precisely, 
the  Prince's  present  will  consist  of  two  groups, 
namely,  two  cranes  standing  on  a  rock,  and 


CURRENT  TOPICS 

The  Codes  Investigation  Committee  held  a 
general  meeting  on  the  1 6th  instant,  when  they 
carried  the  consideration  of  the  Civil  Code  as 
far  as  Article  85  of  the  General  Provisions.  The 
mode  on  which  the  work  of  revision  is  con- 
ducted is  as  follows: — Professors  Tomii,  Ho 
zumi,  and  Ume  are  charged  with  the  task  of 
drawing  up  such  changes  as  they  deem  proper 
in  the  various  articles.    These  amendments  are 
then  carefully  considered  by  a  seciion  of  the 
Committee,  consisting  of  the  above  mentioned 
Professors   and   a    few   other    legal  experts. 
The  results  of  their  deliberation  are  finally 
laid  before  a  general   meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  is  convened  from  time  to  time 
as  the    work    of    the   special   revisers  above 
alluded  to  progresses.     Hitherto  the  revision 
lias  not  progressed  very  speedily,  because  a 
considerable  time  has  been  consumed  by  the 
these  Professors  in  considering  the  broad  as- 
pects of  the  Codes.    But  the  general  subjects 
having  already  been  disposed  of,  it  is  believed 
that  the  work  will  go  on  much  more  rapidly. 
The  special  experts'  meeting  will  no  longer  be 
held  only  once  a  week,  but  twice.    Even  at  this 
increased  rale  of  progress,  however,  it  is  thought 
impossible   to  complete  the  work  within  the 
slated  period,  that  is  three  years,   ending  some 
lime  in  1896. 


clan  of  Saga,  they  are  doubtless  friendly  to  each 
other.  By  whom  the  above  scheme  was  pri- 
marily devised,  it  is  not  very  accurately  known, 
though  rumour  points  to  the  leader  of  the  Pro- 
gressionist Party.  However  that  may  be,  the 
project  did  not  succeed,  Viscount  Shinagawa 
being,  it  is  said,  positively  opposed  to  any  alli- 
ance with  the  Kaishin-to. 

*  * 

Count  Oki  does  not  appear  to  be  well  affected 
towards  the  present  Cabinet.     Recently  he  ex- 
pressed his  views  on  various  current  topics  to  a 
representative  of  the  Kokkai.    When  asked  his 
opinion  about  the  doctrine  of  Treaty  Enforce- 
ment, lie  is  said  to  have  observed  that,  as  he 
had  not  yet  read  the  Representation  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  this  subject, 
he  could  not  say  whether  or  not  he  approved 
all  the  arguments  put  forth  in  that  document. 
But  he  did  not  hesitate  to  endorse  the  prin- 
ciple of  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties.  At 
the  same  time,  he  thought  it  absurd  to  make 
so  much  fuss  about  the  possession  of  land  by 
foreigners  in  the  names  of  Japanese  subjects  ; 
for  the  right  of  ownership  being  legally  in  the 
hands  of  these  lapanese,  nothing  disadvanta- 
geous to  the  country  could  result  from  the  prac- 
tice.   On  the  question  of  Mixed  Residence,  the 
Count  does  not  seem  to  have  expressed  himself 
very  clearly.    He  evaded  a  direct  answer  by 
saying  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  whether 
or  not  the  time  is  ripe  to  throw  open  the  interior 
for  Mixed  Residence.  His  retirement  from  office 
seems  to  have  converted  him  into  an  advocate 
of  an  heroic  foreign  policy.  Strongly  blaming  the 
negligence  of  the  Government  on  the  question  of 
Treaty  Revision,  which  still  remains  unsettled, 
he  urges  the  Cabinet  to  approach  the  Powers 
with  a  demand  for  revision  on  a  basis  of  absolute 
equality,  and  should  that  demand  be  refused,  to 
adopt  a  resolute  course  of  action.    The  old 
Count  states  that,  in  such  a  case,  he  would 
head  an  anti-foreign  movement  himself,  and 
give    foreign    nations    proofs  of  the  courage 
possessed    by    the   Japanese.     Lastly,  com- 
menting upon  Count  Ito's  reply  to  the  thirty- 
eight  members  of  the   Upper  House  on  the 
subject  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House, 
he  thinks  that  the  Premier  has  shown  by  that 
document  that  he  has  not  courage  to  face  diffi- 
culties.   Count  Oki  does  not  give  any  reason 
for  this  extraordinary  assertion  ;  neither  would 
it  have  been  easy  for  him  to  do  so. 


* 

*  * 


Count  Oki,  former  Minister  of  Education,  is 
leading  a  very  retired  life,  but  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  entirely  turned  his  back  on  politics. 
Some  time  ago,  if  we  may  believe  a  very  exten- 
sively circulated  rumour,  ihere  was  a  scheme 
to  have  him  appointed  leader  of  the  National 
Unionist  Parly,  and,  through  his  influence,  to 
effect  an  alliance  between  that  Party  an. I  the 
Progressionists.  We  do  not  know  that  Count 
Oki  and  Count  Okuma  are  on  particularly  in- 
timate terms,  but  as  they  belong  to  the  same 


THE  "  YOSHINO  KAN. 

The  Singapore  Free  Press  in  noting  the  arrival 
in  the  Singapore  roadstead  of  the  Yoshmo  Kan, 
Japan's  latest  addition  to  her  navy,  says  that 
after  leaving  Newcastle  the  cruiser  called  at 
Plymouth,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Port  Said,  and 
Aden,  leaving  the  latter  port  for  Bombay 
on  the  8th  January,  where  she  took  pa.t  in 
the  reception  of  the  new  Viceroy  of  India  on 
the  21st  ult.  Fine  weather  was  experienced 
throughout  the  voyage,  and  thehealth  of  the  crew 
is  good.  In  addition  to  her  complement  of  sea- 
men and  officers,  the  Yoshmo  boasts  of  a  Japan- 
ese  mastiff,  the  largest  dog,  so  a  visitor  to  the 
vessel  informed  an  Indian  paper,  he  ever  saw  or 
heard  of  which  patrols  the  bridge  with  the  officer 
on  duty,  and  which  is  most  useful  in  keeping 
away  from  the  vessel  the  hawkers  and  riff  raft 
who  usually  infest  steamers  visiting  the  harbour. 
Tt.e  Yoshino  Kan  is  expected  to  arrive  in  Yoko- 
hama on  the  5  th  prox.   

THE   JAPAN  SUG*R  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

SOMK  Osaka  merchants  have  formed  an  Asso- 
ciation, the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  make 
T  pan  self- supplying  in  the  matter  of  sugar  and 
thus  put  an  end  to  the  import  of  that  staple  from 
abroad.  The  vernacular  press  says  that  they 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  general  meeting  of 
cotton  spinners  in  Osaka  to  obtain  support  for 
their  scheme,  and  that  the  enterprise  is  now  to 
he  finally  lodged  with  a  capital  of  a  million 
yen  The  items  of  the  programme  are  these:— 
(0  The  Company  is  to  be  joint  stock.  (2) 
In  the  first  ye„r  of  the  enterprise  nine  thousand 
tons  of  white  su-ar  are  to  be  manufactured 
which  amount  will  be  subsequently  increased. 
(1)  A  suitable  site  for  the  factory  shall  be  chosen 
be  ween  Hyogo  and  Osaka,  and  subsequently  a 
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second  factory  shall  be  established  between 
Tokyo  and  Yokohama.  (4)  The  Company 
shall  start  with  I  capital  of  a  million  yen  to 
be  subsequently  increased  if  necessary.  The 
shares  shall  be  fifty  yen  each.  (5)  The  cap- 
ital shall  be  raised  in  Tokyo,  Osaka,  Kobe,  and 
Hyogo.  (6)  The  promoters  shall  take  half  the 
shares.  (7)  The  machinery  shall  be  obtained 
from  a  competent  (inn  in  either  England  or 
Germany,  from  which  firm  an  expert  also  shall 
be  employed.  Provided  that  this  expert  shall, 
in  addition  to  his  salary,  receive  a  share  of  the 
profits  in  order  to  incite  him  to  exertion.  (8) 
A  suitable  person  shall  be  sent  abroad  to  pur- 
chase the  machinery,  and  shall  be  commissioned 
at  the  same  time  to  enquire  into  the  business. 

ELECTION  ITEMS. 

At  present  the  situation  is  so  uncertain  that  no- 
body is  bold  enough  to  make  any  forecast  about 
the  results  of  the  coming  election.  Competi- 
tion is  very  keen  between  the  various  political 
parties,  and,  in  some  cases,  even  among  mem- 
bers of  the  same  party,  which  is  especially  true 
of  the  Radicals.  In  an  election  district  in 
Nagano,  as  many  as  three  Radicals  contest  the 
seat.  The  matter  having  been  referred  to  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Party,  Mr.  Kono  Hironaka, 
at  once  went  down  to  the  district  to  effect  an 
amicable  arrangement  between  the  contending 
candidates.  But  even  his  authority  having 
failed  to  bring  them  to  reason,  the  leader 
of  the  Party,  Count  Itagaki,  had  to  decide 
that  his  Party  wotdd  support  the  candidacy  of 
Mr.  Tatekawa  Umpei,  the  well-known  ex- 
M.P.  The  two  other  rivals  then  either  seceded 
or  were  expelled  from  the  Party.  Similar  in- 
stances have  occurred  in  several  other  localities. 
Speaking  of  the  Radical  Party,  we  may  observe 
that  it  is  making  gigantic  exertions  to  secure  a 
working  majority  in  the  coming  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. The  candidates  openly  avowed 
by  the  party  already  number  nearly  180,  and 
are  daily  increasing,  so  that  we  may  expect  to 
see  more  than  200  Radicals  in  the  field  by  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  Count  Itagaki  and 
Mr.  Kono  Hironaka  are  separately  making 
lecture  tours  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
paying  particular  attention  to  localities  where 
the  candidates  of  their  Party  have  to  contend 
against  formidable  rivals.  If  success  be  at  all 
commensurate  with  zeal,  the  Party  ought  to 
obtain  a  large  increase  of  strength  in  the  new 
House  of  Representatives. 


the  chances  are  said  to  be  evenly  divided  between 
the  rival  candidates. 

*  * 

Mr.  Hoahi  Torn  is  the  object  of  insatiable 
hatred  on  the  part  of  the  Doshi  Club,  which,  as 
our  readers  may  remember,  consists  of  seceders 
from  the  Radical  Parly  whose  disloyal  conduct 
gave  his  enemies  the  opportunity  of  expelling 
him  from  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
Club  is  said  to  have  recently  despatched  spies 
to  Tochigi  to  watch  the  movements  of  Mr. 
Hoshi  and  his  agents.  Their  object  is  to  obtain 
materials  for  disputing  his  election  in  case  he 
obtains  a  majority,  which,  by  the  way,  seems  to 
be  a  foregone  conclusion. 

*  * 

Mr.  Murayama  Ryuhei,  the  well  known  pro- 
prietor of  the  Osaka  Asahi,  the  Tokyo  Asahi, 
and  the  Kokkai,  at  first  declined  to  stand  in  the 
coming  election.  But  the  inhabitants  of  the 
constituency  which  he  represented  in  the  late 
House  of  Representatives  having  repeatedly 
begged  him  to  give  his  services  once  more,  he 
has  at  last  consented  to  comply  with  their  wish, 
and  is  reported  to  be  meeting  with  little  opposi- 
tion. Mr.  Maruyama  is  the  first  man  who  lias 
demonstrated  the  possibility  of  making  money 
out  of  newspapers.  The  Osaka  Asahi  now 
boasts  a  circulation  of  as  much  as  80.000  copies 
per  day,  while  the  Tokyo  Asahi  claims  more 
than  one  half  that  number, — a  previously  un- 
heard of  circulation  in  Japanese  journalism. 
Unhappily,  his  papers  are  devoted  to  propagat- 
ing the  misleading  doctrine  of,  Strict  Treaty 
Enforcement,  Mr.  Takahashi  Kenzo  being  chief 
editor  of  the  Osaka  Asahi. 

.  * 


* 


The  other  parties  fall  far  behind  the  Radicals 
in  the  number  of  their  candidates.  According 
to  the  most  trustworthy  authority,  the  following 
figures  are  said  to  be  nearest  to  the  truth  ;  Pro°- 
gressionist  candidates,  90  ;  National  Unionist, 
80;  Domei  Club,  26  or  27;  Doshi  Club,  25  ; 
and  Seimu  Chosa/o,  18.  In  the  case  of  these 
parties,  the  candidates  are  left  to  fight  their 
battles  unaided,  their  leaders  being  apparently 
occupied  with  their  own  affairs  or  confident  of 
success. 

* 

The  Government  is  taking  active  steps  to 
prevent  resort  to  violence,  and  other  unlawful 
proceedings  at  the  elections.  Preparations 
have  been  completed  for  despatching  gens- 
darmes  to  any  locality  at  the  request  of  the 
Governor.  In  extreme  cases,  the  troops  will 
be  called  out.  Moreover,  an  Imperial  Ordin- 
ance is  said  lo  be  ready  for  promulgation, 
strictly  prohibiting  the  carrying  of  all  sorts  of 
weapons,  including  sword  canes,  at  the  time  of 
the  election. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Kawashima  Jun,  a  leading  member  of 
the  Domei  Club,  is  fighting  a  hard  contest  with 
Mr.  Niino  Kikujiro,  the  second  son  of  the  great 
Saigo.  The  family  name  of  Niino,  it  seems,  has 
been  assumed  by  the  young  man  to  obtain  the 
necessary  qualifications  for  candidature.  The 
family  of  Niino  is  very  illustrious,  having  always 
occupied  the  first  place  among  the  hereditary 
retainers  of  Shimazu,  and  it  still  enjoys  high 
prestige  in  the  district.  Hence  the  influence  of 
his  adopted  family  and  the  popularity  of  his  illus- 
trious father,  have,  it  is  reported,  secured  for 
him  a  large  number  of  followers.    At  present 


Mr.  Shimada  Saburo,  who  represented  Yoko- 
hama in  the  past  two  Diets,  has  now  very  slen- 
der hopes  of  suecess  on  the  1st  of  March.  His 
adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement has  alienated  many  of  his  former 
partisans,  and  his  rival  candidate,  Mr.  Kimura, 
is  said  to  be  more  popular  than  he.  Mr. 
Shimada,  seeing  the  number  of  his  partisans 
daily  decreasing,  has  endeavoured  to  recover 
popularity  by  declaring  his  willingness  to  sup 
port  the  transfer  of  prison  expenditures  from  the 
charge  of  the  localities  to  that  of  the  Treasury, 
— a  measure  to  which  the  Progressionist  Party 
stoutly  objected  in  past  sessions  of  the  Diet 
H  is  example  has  been  followed  by  some  other 
members  of  the  same  Party  who  are  competing 
in  the  capital.  This  circumstance  has  called 
forth  well  merited  strictures  from  the  Keizai 
Zasshi.  The  Progressionists,  say  that  perio- 
dical, have  now  committed  themselves  to  as 
many  as  eight  fiscal  reforms,  which  would  al- 
together require  an  annual  outlay  of  more  than 
14  million  yen.  Where  is  the  money  to  come 
from?  "How  convenient  are  their  tongues,  and 
how  accommodating  their  opinions  !" 

It  will  be  a  great  relief  to  all  well-wishers  of 
Japan  to  learn  that  the  next  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  is  likely  to  be  rid  of  Messrs.  Hase- 
gawa  Tai  and  Shimizu  Bunjiro.  There  seems, 
however,  to  be  little  hope  of  the  overthrow  of 
Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo,  the  third  and  worst  of  the 
disgraceful  triumvirate.  He  is  a  very  popular 
figure  in  his  district  in  Tochigi.  The  straight- 
forward and  stout  old  gentleman,  Mr.  Awaya 
Sh  inazo,  of  Osaka,  has,  we  are  glad  to  say,  every 
chance  of  being  returned  to  the  new  House. 


sought,  but  refused,  the  Judges  holding  that 
the  Press  Regulations  did  not  apply.  Two 
days  were  expended  in  making  mil  discovery, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  editors  were 
informed  that  the  previous  injunction  had  been 
withdrawn.  Of  course  they  were  very  indignant, 
especially  the  Kokkai,  which  has  much  to  say 
on  the  subject.  Such  mistakes  ought  surely  to 
be  avoidable. 


THE   PRESS  AND  THE  LAW. 

When  the  trial  of  the  Soma  case  recently  com- 
menced, the  Tokyo  newspapers  began  to  publish 
the  affidavits  sworn  at  the  preliminary  investiga- 
tion. On  the  same  day  the  nominal  editors, 
summoned  to  the  office  of  the  Public  Procurator 
of  the  Tokyo  Local  Court,  were  informed  that 
the  publication  of  such  matter  was  a  violation  of 
the  Press  Regulations,  and  that  legal  proceed- 
ings would  be  instituted  against  their  journals. 
All  refrained  from  further  publication  except 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  which  journal,  hav- 
ing its  own  doubts  about  the  Public  Procurator's 
ruling,  and  having  also  the  courage  of  its  opinions, 
wenton  publishing  the  affidavits  asbefore.  Leave 
to  open  proceedings  against  it  was  therefore  duly 


Till!   INUNDATIONS  IN   OKAYAMA  PREFECTURE. 

We  have  received  the  following  letter  : — 

S"<> — I  have  die  honour  lo  acknowledge  the 
icceipl  of  a  sum  of  two  hundred  and  foily-llnee 
yen,  collected  by  yon  and  loiwaided  through  the 
Kishida  Bank  of  Tokyo  lo  be  used  for  the  lelief 
of  sufferers  by  the  inundations  in  Okayama  Pie- 
lectin  e  in  October  of  last  year.  I  desii  e  lo  expi  ess 
my  heailfell  thanks  to  the  chaiitahle  persons  who 
subscribed  the  money,  and  to  you,  Sir,  wh'o  look 
so  much  (rouble  to  collect  ii.  The  gratitude  of 
the  persons  iclieved  by  this  bounty  is  vei  v  meat 
I  am,  Sir,  &c,  B 
(Signed)  C'hizaka  Takamasa, 

Governor  of  Okayama. 

January  171I1,  1894. 
This  letter  appears  to  have  been  more  than  a 
month  en  route  from  Okayama  to  our  office. 
We  are  unable  to  account  for  the  delay. 

THE  BANK  OF  JAPAN. 

The  annual  genera!  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  the  Bank  of  Japan  was  held  on  the  17th  inst. 
in  the  Bank  Chambers,  among  those  present 
being  Mr.  Shirane,  1'reasurer  of  the  Imperial 
Household  Department;  Mr.  Tajiri,  Vice-Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Finance ;  and  Mr.  Matsuo, 
Superintendent  of  the  Bank.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Kawada,  President  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  accounts  for  the  half-year  just 
ended  were  read,  as  follow,  and  passed  without 
objection  : — 

._     ,  ,  Yen. 

total  Income  for  the  Half  Year   1,420,146.651 

Tolnl  Losses    392,630.316 

Balance,  Net  PiofU   1.009,516335 

Bioughi  foiwaid  foom  Last  Account  110,575  211 

^olal  ■  1,120,091.546 

To  regular  dividend  (6  per  cent. 

per  annum)    300,000.000 

To  Reseives   1 20,000.000 

Rewaids  to  Officeis,  &c   70,000.000 

To  Second  Dividends  (9  per  cent. 

per  annum)    ,  450,000.000 

Balance,   canied  foi  wai  d  to  Next 

Account    180,091.546 

Note  —The  two  items  of  Regular  Dividend  and  Second 
Dividend  added  together,  bemg  the  total  Dividend  for  the 
half  year,  amount  to  15  per  cent,  per  annum. 


*  * 

The  President  then  addressed  the  meeting  as 
follows : — 

Gentlemen — I  propose  to  preface  my  remarks 
on  the   business  of  the  Bank  by  a  bi  ief  1  efei  ence 
lo  the  conditions  existing   in  the  money  niaiket 
during  the  past  year.    The  great  dullness  that 
prevailed  in  1892  had  suggested  that  something 
similar  must  be  expected  in  1893,  and  ihe  fore- 
cast   was   justified    by    events.      At    the  com- 
mencement of   1893  the  balance  of  the  foieign 
trade    was    in    the   country's    favour,   so  that, 
from  that  source,  a  sum  of  over  5!  million  yen 
flowed  in.    The  deposits  in  the  Bank  increased 
steadily,  aggregating  at  one  lime  more  than  six 
million  yen,  and   complaints  were  heard  on  all 
sides  about  the  difficulty  of  finding  investments. 
This  vety  juncture  was  chosen  by  the  Government 
for  ihe  redemption  of  various  kinds  of  Bonds,  an 
agg,egate  of  twenty- thiee  million  yen  being  thus 
dealt   with    in   the  months  of  March  and  April. 
Moreover,  the  pi  ivilege  of  exchanging  the  redeem- 
ed securities  for  Consols  was  denied  111  the  case  of 
Six  pei  cent  and  Kinsatsu  Exchange  Bonds,  total- 
ling l\\  million  ym,  which  sum  of  money  was 
consequently  poured  into  the  already  over  flowing 
market.    Bankers  found  themselves  compelled  to 
lower  their  rates  of  interest,  and  on  the  31st  of 
May  the  Bank's   daily  rale  was    1.3  sen,  the 
lowest  known   since    its   establishment.      A  still 
lower  point   was   reached   by  other  banks,  the 
rale  at  the  Osaka  Cleai  ing  House  falling  to  even 
half  a  sen  per  day,  which  fact  becomes  the  more 
remarkable  when  we  remember  that  the  Bank 
of  Japan  is  generally  from  three-tenths  to  four- 
teuths  of  a  sen  below  other  banks  in  its  daily  rate 
of  interest.     Things  remained    llius  until  June, 
when  a  reaction  set  in.    Various  new  enterprises 
were  started  and  additions  wne  inarie  lo  the  Capi- 
tal of  those  already  in  existence.    The  exact  sum 
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llius  will. drawn  fiom  the  nia.kel  is  nol  yet  known, 
but  i"  Tokyo  and  Q,aUa  alone  it  aggregated  more 
than  twenty  million  yen.    Successful  ha.  vests  and 
sericulture  dining  two  or  (three  years  in  succession 
helped  to  restore  activity  by  increasing  Hie  pur- 
chasing  power  of  tlie  localities.     Nevertheless,  had 
the  balance  of   the  foreign  trade    continued  as 
before,  money  must  have  remained  cheap.  But 
here  also  a  change  occur,  ed,  in.po,  ts  beginning  to 
prepondeiale   fiom    the    close    of    Ap.il,  chiefly 
owing    to  currency    disturbances   in    India  and 
especially    ill    Hie    United    States    of  America, 
Tapan's  giealest  customer  as  to  silk  and  lea.  In 
ihe  matter  of  silk  alone,  more  than  27,000  bales 
remained  sold  through  ihe  whole  year.  Hence  the 
exports  du.ing  the  second  half  of  the  year  suffered 
such    a    decline    that    they  showed   an  ave.age 
monthly  reduction  of  910,000  yen.     On  the  other 
hand, though   the  app.eciation  of  gold  tended  to 
enhance  the  silver  price  of  foreign  a.ticles,  tlie 
pu.  chasing  power    of  the   people   was  so  strong, 
and  the   demand  for    foreign  machinery  was  so 
much  stimulated  by  the  stalling  of  new  industrial 
enterprises,  that  imports  steadily  grew  until  they 
showed  a    monthly  average  of   1,410,000  yen  ... 
excess  of  the  preceding  year.      Thus,  from  May 
to  the  close  of  the  year,  the  outflow  of  specie  ag- 
g.egated  6,620,000  yen,  or  nearly  a  million  more 
than  the  inflow  during  the  previous  four  months. 
This,  of  couise,  helped  to  make  money  dealer, 
and  the  Bank  was  gradually  able  to  return  to 
normal  rales  of  interest,  above  all  at  the  end  of  the 
vear  when  tlie  demand  for  accomodation  became 
accentuated.     An   idea  of  the  situation  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  loans  made  by  he 
Bank  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  totalled 
34,620,000  yen,  exclusive  of  advances  to  the  Uo- 
vernment  against  11,520,000  yen  du.mg  the  first 
half     Further,  the  total  issue  of  notes  redeemable 
with  silver  g-ew  from  31,810,000  yen  at  the  close 
of  May,  to  62.730,000  yen  at  the  fall  of  the  year, 
so  that  the  Bank  found  its  issuing  power  reduced 
to  the  na.  row  margin  of  1 10,000  yen. 

In  previous  years  such  a  radical  change  ...  the 
conditions  of  the  money  ma.kel  might  have  been 
expected  to  produce  embarrassing  results,  but  the 
greatly  improved  development  of  the  c.  edit  system 
saved  the  country  from  anything  of  that  kind  ... 
the  year  just  ended.  By  way  of  illustrating  tins 
point,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  matter  of 
Cheques.  The  total  amount  of  cheques  paid  into 
theTokyo  Clearing  House  last  year  was  148,010  OOO 
yen,  against  II3,77°.°oo  du.ing  the  P«e«d.ng 
year,  an  increase  of  34,240,000.  Ft.,  the,,  the  bills 
discounted  at  the  Bank  and  its  agencies  in  1893 
aggregated  34.470.000 which  amount  exceed- 
ed the  corresponding  figure  from  Feb,  ua.  y  to 
December  of  1892  by  12.790.000  yen.  If  to  these 
sums  we  add  the  cheques  pa.d  m  at  the  0-alca 
Clearing  House  and  circulated  in  other  places 
throughout  the  empire,  a  ve.y  laige  total  would 
be  reached. 

I  now  pass  to  the  principal  features  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Bank.    The  affairs  of  the  Treasmy 
and  the  handling  of  Government  bonds  Sappo.o, 
Hakodate  and  Nemuro  used  to  be  ent.Usted  to  the 
Mitsui  Bank,  but  that  institution  having  intimated 
its  desire  to  be  relieved  of  the  wo.  k,  branches  of  the 
Bank  of  Tapan  were  established  at  those  places  from 
Ap.il  1st.  Further,  on  September  1st,  the  Western 
Bianch  of  the  Bank  was  established  in  Shunono- 
seki,  in  accordance  with  the  system  of  reorganiza- 
tion then  adopted.     Let  me  refer  briefly  to  thai 
system.    The  part  to  be  played  by  the  Bank  may 
be  descibed  by  stating  that,  as  the  mechanism  of 
State  finance,  il  has  to  discharge  va.  tons  go- 
vernment business,  and  further  il  has  to  act  as  the 
centre  of  the  country's  monetai  y  circulation,  bo 
far  as  concerns  the  fo.  mer .  of  these  functions, 
nothing  could  be  urged  against  the  Bank,  but 
its  manner  of  discharging  the  latter  seemed  to 
call   for  some  improvement  in  consideration  o 
the  advance  of  society.    The   time  had  passed 
for  adl.e.ing  to  the    old    methods    of  conduct- 
ing business,  and  g.  eater  facilities  for  the  circula- 
tio.i  of  money  had  10  be  provided    or  public  con- 
venience.    Hence   it  was  resolved    thai  branch 
offices  should  be  opened  at  business  centres,  the 
Rrst  place  chosen  for  the  purpose  being  Sh.mono 
seki,  which  occupies  an  important  position  with 
regard  to  both  the  main  island  and  Kuishu.    1  am 
persuaded  that  if  funds  be  procurable  from  these 
branch  offices  at  compa. alively  low  rates  oil in- 
terest, if  aid  be  given    by  them  to  other  banks 
national  and  private,  and  if  the  system  of  credit 
be  promoted  by  discounting  bills  and  notes  exten- 
sively, a   most  salutary  change  will  be  b.ough 
about  in   local    money    markets.    Willi  respect 
to    details   of    reorganization,    I    may  mention 
the  abolition   of   the  office '  of  chief   cleik  and 
the  appointment  of  managers  and  vice-managers 
who  a,e  to  combine  the  offices  hitherto  dischaiged 
by  ihe  directors,  namely,  those  of  chiefs  of  bureaux 
and  head*  of  branches.    It  was  considered  that 


such  multifarious  duties  could  nol  possibly  be  dis 
cha.ged  satisfacto.  ily  by  the  directors,  ip  view  of 
the  contemplated  incieaseof  the  Bank's  business. 
Finally,  the  uiles  relating  to  the  deposit  of  money 
and  to  the  control  of  securities  placed  with  the 
Bank  were  amended,  and  business  was  commenced 
in  accordance  with  the  imp.oved  system  on  No 
vember  1st. 

A  part  o  f  the  Comme.cial  Code  having  been  put 
into  operation  from  July  1st  of  last  year,  it  became 
necessary  for  ihe  Bank  to  adjust  its  affairs  in  com- 
pliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  new  law.  Hus 
was  effected  by  the  close  of  the  year,  and  the  con 
duct  of  the  Bank's  business  now  conforms  in  every 
respect  with  the  Commercial  Code. 

The  violent  fluctuations  in  the  relative  values  of 
gold  and  silver  have  caused  me  much  anxiety,  and 
wilh  the  view  of  investigating  the  causes  and  effects 
of  this  vital  p.oblem,  officers  of  the  Bank  were 
despatched  to  India  and  the  United  Stales  in 
October  of  last  year.  Their  leports,  embodying 
the  results  of  their  investigations,  will  be  taken  as 
a  basis  for  the  conduct  of  the  Bank's  business 
hereafter. 

I  desire  to  add  a  word  with  respect  to  the  profits 
realized  by  the  Bank  last  year.  That  they  were 
less  than  the  profits  for  1892  by  230,000  yen  is 
attributable  to  the  stale  of  the  money  ma.kel 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Il  is  true  that 
things  mended  towaids  the  close,  but  not  suffi 
ciently  to  compensate  fully  for  the  results  of  tin 
p.evious  peiiod  of  dullness.  Nevertheless,  I  think 
we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  Bank  was 
not  obliged  to  reduce  its  dividend  to  shai  eholders. 

The  address  concludes  with  a  reference  to  the 
appreciation  of  the  Bank's  properties  and  to  the 
.e-compilalion  of  the  list  of  those  properties  y\ 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  ihe  Commercial 
Code. 


DOCTOR  KOTAI  MASUDA. 


Two  curious  little  books  have  reached  us;  one 
is.  entitled  "My  Studies  in  America,"  and  the 
other,  "The  Value  of  Dentistry."    Their  au- 
thor is  Dr.  Kotai  Masuda,  a  Japanese  who 
seems  to  have  had  some  stirring  experiences. 
He  set  out  for  America  at  the  age  of  20,  fairly 
well  provided  with  funds,  his  father  being  a 
physician  of  some  means.    By  the  time  he 
leached  San  Francisco  and  had  spent  a  few 
days   in  that  bewildering!)'  busy  city,  he  had 
fallen  into  the  mental  condition  not  uncom- 
monly experienced  by  persons  "who  pass  from 
the  tranquillity  of  the  East  to  the  rush  and  tur- 
moil of  the  West :  "  the  sweetness  and  stillness 
of  starry  nights  and  the  reflection  of  the  moon's 
shining  face  in  the  boundless  ocean  where  mer- 
maids rejoice  to  live,"  occupied  his  thoughts 
whenever  the  crowd  was  not  hustling  him  or 
the  street  cars  threatening  to  annihilate  him 
America  exercises  a  kind  of  automatically  cor 
rective  influence  upon  the  motley  mass  of  folks 
that  visit  its  shores  in  search  of  fame  and  for- 
tune, and  young  Masuda,  being  too  poetical  for 
everyday  life,  the  kind  people  of  the  Stales  soon 
set  about  reducing  him  to  a  practical  level. 
Some  of  them  flourished  a  pistol  in  his  face  as 
he  was  travelling  by  train  through  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel.    This  made  him  jump  from  the  car 
which  was  "running  a  mile  a  minute,"  and  he 
naturally  lost  consciousness  for  a  time.  Some 
Samaritans  picked  him  up  and  carried  him  to 
a  barn,  where  some  others  knocked  him  on 
the  head  and  relieved  him  of  his  clothes  and 
money.    This  preface  was  followed  by  a  career 
of  a  less  uncommon  kind,  the  principal  feature 
of   it  being  a  struggle  not   to  starve.  But 
for  once  the  Great  Republic  failed  to  fashion 
a  practical  citizen  out  of  this  romantic  Japanese. 
He  continued  to  think  as  persistently  as  ever  in 
disjointed  verse  and  became  at  last  a  poetical 
dentist.    To  this  result  we  owe  the  second  of 
the  booklets  mentioned  above.    It  is  the  sort  of 
thing  that  Martin  Tupper  might  have  written 
had  he  been  deprived  of  his  knowledge  of 
syntax  and  in  lieu  of  it  provided  with  a  dentist's 
tools.    We  learn  from  this  little  book  much 
wisdom.    But  above  all  we  learn  for  the  first 
time  what  a  dentist  really  is.    We  learn,  for 
example,  that  he  is  "an  artist  who  studies  the 
expression  of  human  nature,  the  nature  of  the 
teeth,  jaws,  gums,  palate,  and  face  to  make 
artificial  ones  ;  and  he  will  never  paint  the  Alps 
which  are  covered  with  snow,  nor  forest  hills 
for  the  summer's  sky,  but  he  will  paint  a  white 
blue  magnificent   sky,  and  beautiful  fragrant 
flowers  where  bees  and  butterflies  are  wander- 


ing on  a  sunny  day."  We  also  learn  that  he 
"  has  the  reflective  faculties  (comparison,  causal- 
ity and  mirthfulness)  for  the  making  of  artificial 
teeth."  We  also  learn  that  "  gold  in  the  teeth 
gives  physical  beauty  to  the  body  to  glorify 
God  ;"  that  "  gold  filling  is  a  precious  trea- 
sure in  the  mouth  as  the  glittering  stars  of 
the  night;  "  that  "  sharp  instruments  are  used 
to  work  gently,  tenderly,  thoroughly,  with 
affection  and  love,  for  the  affection  is  the  sail 
of  the  intelligent  boat,  and  the  love  is  the  spring- 
breath  of  frozen  hearts  ;"  and  that  "  God  made 
the  tooth,  the  tooth  made  the  dentist,  and  the 
tooth  is  not  for  the  dentist,  but  the  dentist  for 
the  tooth."  Tin's  remarkable  treatise  concludes 
with  a  musical  verse  from  the  dentist  bard  : — 

1  cried  out,  "  Tooth  for  tooth  !" 
If  you  pay  dentist  for  tlie  tooth, 
You  can  get  tooth  for  tooth. 

We  are  glad  that  Mr.  Masuda  has  come  to  cry 
out  in  Tokyo.  A  phenomenon  of  his  kind 
could  not  spared  to  the  United  States. 

THE  "  HANGCHOW"  COLLISION- 

On  the  afternoon  of  February  9th,  says  the 
Daily  Frees,  the  China  Navigation  Company's 
steamer  Hangchow,  which  left  Hongkong  for 
Shanghai  on  the  7th  inst.,  put  back  to  port  owing 
to  somewhat  extensive  injuries  received  in  colli- 
sion with  an  unknown  vessel.    From  what  we 
can  gather  the  Hangchow  ran  into,  or  was  run 
into  by,  a  steamer  on  the  night  of  Wednesday  off 
Breaker  Point,  which  is  about  40  miles  South  of 
Swatow.    The  port  bow  of  the  Hangchow  was 
stove  in  above  the  water  line,  but  the  damage 
done  to  the  vessel  with  which  she  collided  is 
unknown,  and  her  fate  at  present  is  a  mystery. 
Blue  fire  was  burnt  on  both  ships  for  some 
time,  but  the  unknown  steamer,  which  is  des- 
cribed as  heavily  laden  and  having  a  yellow 
funnel,  suddenly  disappeared  in  the  darkness 
and  nothing  more  was  seen  of  her.    From  the 
description  given  it  is  believed  that  she  was  the 
Saint  Asaph,  which  is  expected  from  Japan  with 
a  cargoof  coal.  Whatherfate  has  been  is  a  matter 
of  conjecture,  naturally  not  unmixed  wilh  anxiety. 
It  may  be  that  she  is  safely  beached — if  her  in- 
juries were  serious  enough  to  necessitate  such 
a  course — or  she  may  be  even  now  on  her 
voyage  down  under  reduced  speed.     On  the 
other  hand,  apprehension  is  entertained  that, 
low  in  the  water  as  she  was,  she  may  have  filled 
rapidly  and  sunk  in  a  few  moments.    It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  more  sanguine  views  may  be 
proved  correct,  but  if  no  news  arrives  this  morn- 
ing it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  at  once  in- 
stitute a  search  for  the  vessel,  whatever  she 
may  be,  which  has  been  in  collision  with  the 
Hangchow. 


On  the  14th  a  Hongkong  journal  wrote  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  lost  vessel  was 
the  Saint  Asaph,  and  that  she  had  gone  down 
with  all  hands. 

SEIZURE  OF  LETHAL  WKAP0NS  IN  ELECTION 
DISTRICTS. 

An  opinion  is  said  to  be  entertained  in  legal 
circles  that  the  recent  action  of  the  Governors 
of  Tochigi  and  Saitama  Prefectures  in  depriving 
the  soshi  in  election  districts  of  lethal  weapons 
was  ultra  vires.  The  only  law  under  which 
such  a  step  could  be  taken,  they  say,  is  the 
Peace  Preservation  Regulations.  On  the  other 
hand,  local  Governors  ought  unquestionably  to 
possess  such  power,  and  there  is  consequently 
talk  of  enlisting  the  cooperation  of  the  Diet  next 
session  to  supply  this  deficiency  in  the  means 
of  preserving  public  peace  and  good  order. 

THE  YOKOHa'm  A-BOMB  AY  LINE. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo,  assuming  that  the  total  ship- 
ments of  cotton  and  cotton  yarn  between  Japan 
and  Bombay  aggregate  150,000  tons  (bales?) 
annually,  that  a  reduction  in  freight  of  about  8 
rupees  per  ton  has  been  caused  by  the  competi- 
tion of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  and  that  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  loses  most 
of  its  cargoes  by  the  competition,  estimates  the 
total  loss  to  the  latter  Company  at  800,000  yen 
a  year.  A  rumour  was  recently  circulated 
with  much  assurance  that  the  Peninsular  and 
'Oriental  Company  was  willing   to  indemnify 
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any  Japanese  shipper  for  fines  inclined  through 
shipping  by  iis  steamers,  hut  the  Jiji  thinks 
that  the  financial  situation  can  not  possibly 
warrant  such  a  sacrifice.  We  need  scarcely  say 
that  this  struggle  between  the  two  competing 
companies  is  very  keenly  watched  by  the  Japa- 
nese public,  and  that  many  curious  paragraphs, 
inspired  by  it,  appear  in  the  vernacular  press! 
As  a  rule  they  are  not  worth  detailed  reference 
or  reproduction. 

NRW  SUGAR  RKl'INING  COM  PAN Y. 

\Ve  have  already  spoken  of  the  new  Joint  Stock 
Sugar  Refining  Company  inaugurated   in  the 
Keihan  districts,  the  promoters— of  whom  there 
are  too  in  all,  namely,  50  from  Osaka,  30  from 
Tokyo  and  20  from  Kobe— being  headed  by 
Messrs.    Shibusawa,    Nakagamigawa,  Matsu- 
moto,  Abe  and  others.     The  prospectus  of  the 
Company  is  now  before  us.  It  reads  as  follows: 
—"Sugar  is  one  of  the  daily  necessaries  of 
life.    The  quantity   manufactured  in  Japan, 
however,  being  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand,' 
large  stocks  have  .to  be  obtained  from  abroad! 
This  reliance  on  foreign  supplies  is  gradually 
increasing,  so  that,  during  the  past  ten  years, 
the  quantity  of  refined  sugar  imported  has  more 
than  doubled.    It  is  very  plain  that  the  con- 
sumption of  this  important  article  will  grow 
constantly,  and  there  is,  consequently,  urgent 
reason  to  devise  some  means  of  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  nation  by  the  home-made 
staple  alone.    Two   plans  suggest  themselves 
for  consideration  :  one  is  to  encourage  the 
cultivation  of  sugar-yielding  plants;  the  other, 
to  import  raw  sugar  and  refine  it  in  Japan.  As 
to  the  former,  various  essays  have  been  made 
with  sugar  canes,  beet-root  and  sorghum,  but 
the  results  have  not  been  encouraging.  Great 
differences  are  observable  m  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing sugar  in  Japan  and  elsewhere.  In  Kago 
shima,  forexample,  the  expense  of  producing  100 
lbs. is  5.84      — some  put  it  ashighas  7.36  yen— 
whereas  the  expense  in  Riukiu  is  4.31  yen,  and 
the  expense  in  the  Philippines.  1.67  yen.  It 
may  be  that  the  cost  of  production  in  Japan  is 
capable  of  reduction,  but  certainly  it  could  not 
be  made  as  low  as  the  cost  in  the  Philippines. 
Moreover,  there  is  a  serious  disadvantage  con- 
nected with  the  home-grown  canes,  namely,  that 
the  quantity  of  saccarine  crystals  they  give  is 
comparatively  small.    Were  domestic  produc- 
tion   solely  relied    on,  all  hope  of  checking 
foreign  imports  would  have  to  be  abandoned. 
Imported  refined  sugar  comes  from  Hongkong, 
whither  the  raw  material  is  brought  from  lava! 
the  Philippines,  and  neighbouring  places.  Now 
coal  and  labour  are  beyond  comparison  dearer 
in  Hongkong  than  in  Japan,  as  is  well-known, 
the  only  advantage  possessed  by  the  former 
being   proximity   to   the   producing  districts 
and   facilities  of   transport;      But   it  would 
obviously  be   less  costly  to    bring  the  raw 
sugar  at  once  to  Japan  and  refine  it  here,  than 
to  carry  it  first  to  Hongkong  and  re-ship  it 
thence  after  refining.    From  every  point  of  view 
it  may  be  concluded  that  the  refining  industry 
could  he  conducted  at  least  as  cheaply  in  Japan 
as  in  Hongkong,   and   moreover  the  import 
duty   upon   raw  sugar  being  less  than  that 
upon  the  refined  staple,  an  advantage  would  be 
gained  in  that  respect  also.  All  these  considera- 
tions have  prompted  the  organization  of  a  joint 
stock  company  to  carry  on  the  business  of  sugar 
refining.    It  is  confidently  believed  that  should 
the  enterprise  be  successfully  inaugurated,  the 
cost  of  refined  sugar  may  be  reduced,  and  an 
important  industry  will  be  added  to  those  already 
in  existence." 
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seveie  wounds  on  her  head   and  face  Ex. 
hausied  through  loss  of  blood,  she  fell  down 
and   feigned  death.     Meanwhile,  the  two  men 
had    been  lied,    and  then  the  miscreants  de- 
liberately took  out  their  tenugui  (head-cloths) 
and  strangled  them  to  death.      They  then  ran- 
sacked  the  building,  having  heard   that  the 
temple  was  rich,  but  finding  nothing  they  piled 
up  some  inflammables,  set  fire  to  the  heap  and 
decamped,  with  the  intention,  no  doubt,  of  hid- 
ing their  crime  by  burning  the  bodies  of  their 
vict.ms.    Upon  their  departure,  the  wounded 
woman  got  up,  and  although  her  hands  were  tied 
behind  her,  opened  the  s/mji  and  called  for  hell' 
Nobody  seeming  to  hear  her,  she  ran  to  the  vil- 
lage where  she  met  a  policeman  and  with  his  and 
the  villagers'  help  succeeded  in  putting  out  the 
flames,  but  not  a  minute  too  soon,  as  the  ceil- 
ing had  already  caught  fire.   When  the  bodies  of 
the  priest  and  his  acolyte  were  examined  life  was 
found  to  be  extinct.    The  temple  is  somewhat 
isolated,  but  the  usual  village  watchman  is  on 
duty  during  the  night  and  every  now  and  then 
passes  m  front  of  the  edifice.    The  burglars 
consequently  effected  an    entrance   from  the 
back.    It  is  suspected  that  the  men  are  coolies 
who  were  known  to  the  temple  people,  hence 
their  nefarious  attempt  to  hide  all  traces  of  their 
robbery. 


"-'d  approved  by  ,|1C  Emperor  before  111  Iraqi, 
mission  to  the  Thi, (y-eight  Peers.  There  is 
consequently  not  thes.nallesf  reason  ,0  aplidpaS 
Ibat  Mis  Majesty  will  give  favorable  cons.'ler- 
alion  to  any  protest  directed  against  Count  Ito  s 
statement. 


* 

*  * 


The  Japanese  woman  O  Moto,  who  was  so 
severely  slashed  by  the  murderers  that  broke 
into  the  Buddhist  Temple  at  Negishi  suc- 
cumbed to  her  frightful  injuries  on  Monday 
1  wo  suspicious-looking  characters  were  arrested 
by  the  police  the  same  forenoon  in  connection 
with  this  affair,  and  taken  to  the  Ishikawa  station 
or  examination.  Although  no  particulars  can 
be  gleaned  from  the  police,  there  seems  to  be 
but  little  doubt  that  they  are  the  men  who  com- 
mitted the  dastardly  murder. 

* 

*  * 

One  of  the  men  arrested  in  connection  with 
the  Negishi  murders  was  traced  through  having 
been  recognised  by  the  woman  Moto,  who,  be- 
fore she  died,  stated  he  was  a  relation  named 
Tsune.  This  testimony  led  to  the  arrest  of 
both  men. 


TRIPLE  MURDER  AT  NEGISHI. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  between  three  and 
four  o'clock,  two  burglars  effected  an  entrance 
into  a  Buddhist  temple,  called  the  Kaishoji  at 
kokujizo,  Negishi.  The  temple  was  occupied 
by  the  priest,  a  female  attendant,  and  a  youth 
The  burglars  after  waking  the  inmates  and 
obtaining  what  money  they  could,  which  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  nine  yen,  proceeded 
to  tie-up  the  two  men.  The  woman  there- 
upon raised  an  outcry  and  was  at  once  stab- 
bed with  a  deba-bocho  with  which  one  of  the 
men  wan  armed.    She  received  seven  or  eight 


EMIGRATION  ABUSES, 

There  appears  in  the  Kokkai  a  very  irate  article 
charging  three  Japanese,  whose  names  are  sup- 
pressed, with  evil  practices  in  connection  with 
emigration.  It  is  a  somewhat  complicated  story 
but  the  gist  of  it  is  that  these  Japanese  have 
entered  into  collusion  with  a  North  American 
Company  for  the  despatch  of  Japanese  labourers 
to  some  place  not  clearly  indicated.  The 
profits  of  emigration  agents  are  generally  derived 
by  levying  toll  upon  the  earnings  of  the  emi- 
grants, but  in  this  case  the  plan  is  to  treat  the 
men  with  such  cruelty  that  they  have  no  choice 
but  to  abandon  their  work,  thus  forfeiting  a 
sum  of  100  yen,  for  which  they  were  obliged  to 
give  duly  endorsed  bonds  at  the  outset.  We 
presume  that  the  Kokkai  derives  its  information 
from  good  sources,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  a 
goose  laying  golden  eggs  of  that  kind  must  be 
very  short-lived. 


THE  THIRTY-EIGHT  PEERS. 

A  division  of  opinion  is  said  to  exist  among  the 
thirty-eight  Peers  who,  under  the  leadership  of 
Princes  Nijo  and  Konoye,  recently  addressed 
a  representation  to  the  Cabinet.    A  section  of 
these  peers  is  said  to  be  indignant  at  the  reply 
and  to  be  desirous  of  attacking  it  vehemently. 
Another  section  favours  the  idea  of  sending  a 
second  representation  to  the  Premier,  and  a 
third  section  thinks  that,  since  after  the  receipt 
of  such  an  answer  as  Count  Ito  has  penned, 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  approaching  him' 
the  only  rational  course  is  for  the  Peers  to  carrv 
their  views  direct  to  the  Throne.    Under  these 
circumstances  a  compromise  is  likely  to  be  the 
issue.     The  Peers  will  once  again  address 
Count  Ito,  and  should  his  answer  prove  un- 
satisfactory, they  will  appeal  to  the  Sovereign 
We  imagine  that  they  would  be  belter  advised 
did    they  let  the  matter  drop.    It  has  been 
publicly  staled  that  Count  Ito's  answer  was  seen 


THE  SUNG-PU  MASSACRE. 

The  consequences  of  the  Sung-pu  massacre  as- 
sume a  graver  aspect  everyday.      It  has  in- 
volved the  foreign   Representatives  and  the 
Chinese  Government  in  a  discussion  from  which 
the  former  can  scarcely  retire  without  exacting 
conditions  to  which  the  latter  are  most  unlikely 
to  agree      It  has  created  a  wide-spread  feel- 
ing of  uneasiness  and  indignation  throughout 
ibe  foreign  communities  in  China,  and  .1  con- 
fines even  after  this  long  interval  to  be  the 
incentive  to  steps  which  show  that  there  will  be 
no  rest  until  a  reassuring  settlement  is  made. 
Ihe  latest  of  these  steps  is  a  petition  addressed 
0  Ihe  foreign  Representatives  in  Peking  by  the 
foreign  residents  of  Kiukiang.    Here  it  is  :— 
To  Their  Excellencies  the  Foreign  Ministers  at 
Peking.  • 
Sirs,— We  the  undersigned  residents  at  the  port  of 
Kiuk.ang  beg  to  respectfully  petition  you  as  follow  _ 
1  lie  tacts  of  the  Sung-pu  ma-sacre,  the  alleged  trial 
and  subsequent  acts  of  the  Chinese    officios  and 

rPecoPunteT  ^       y°U  8nd  "eed  "0t  be  he'e 

■naiev  f°nd^ct  °f  the  wh°'e  case  is  exerting  a  most 
malevolent  influence  over  Central  China.  Of  .he 
hvo  provnees  under  H  E,  Chang  Chih-tung  s  govern. 
The  °"e'7nt"tyCl0Sedt°  foreign  travel  ;g in  the 
ravel  H  U/,know"  restrictions  and  dangers  to 
travel  and  res.denne  are  being  encountered.  This 

or'ZLlvh  -pouring  provinces  will 

"  .  be  *0,°"  Evolved.     Your  petitioners 

are  convinced  thai  the  Chinese  officials  have  entered 
upon  a  crusade  the  object  of  which  is  the  exclusion, 
districts  '  forei£"ers  from  these  interior 

I  he  settlement  thus  far  of  the  Sung-pu  case  is  most 
unsafsfacory  and  only  serves  to  bnn|  Zt  gnersTnto 

factorvP,  arehrUler  that'no  satis! 

actory  evidence  will  be  produced  unless  competent 
rore.gners  with  a  knowledge  of  the  language  sit  in  a 

w!u/then   IUdgeSffieqr1       a«t»-ority  and  numbers 
witli  the  Chinese  officials. 

suW^beSi0;''^^.1  earnest'y  be8  t^t  the  whole 
subject  be  taken  officially  .nto  consideration  and  while 

Dunned  Z '  ,preSUme  to  s»Sgest  what  course  should  be 

be  not  ail„  ^  T"'  re.sPectfully  ™&  ««M  the  matter 
be  not  allowed  to  remain  m  its  present  condition 

We  also  pray  your  Excellencies  to  render  any  as- 
s.stance  possible  to  the  native  refugees  who  are  now 

VVe  beV7th  3  V'eW  ^  audie"«of  the  Emperor! 

obedient  h     k P™'"'  S'rS'  y°ur  Excellencies,  most 
obedient  humble  servants, 

(Then  follow  the  signatures.) 
30th  January.  ' 


THE   RUSSIAN   MINISTER  IN  JAPAN. 

The  Russian  Representative  in  Tokyo  receives 
eulogistic  notice  from  the  vernacular  press  be- 
cause of  his  predilection  for  objects  of  Japan- 
ese art  His  Excellency  has  a  keen  apprecia- 
tion of  the  wonderful  sword-blades  of  this 
country,  and  of  its  sword  furniture,  which  ex- 
hibits the  most  beautiful  work  in  metal  ever 
achieved  by  the  experts  of  any  nation.  But  we 
are  not  aware  that  his  love  of  this  particular 
branch  of  Japanese  art  has  reached  the  length 
of  furnishing  aud  decorating  the  Legation  en- 
tirely in  Japanese  style,  as  a  Tokyo  journal 
serts.  Ihe  same  newspaper  adds  that  on  the 
occasion  of  a  recent  visit  to  the  Peeresses- 
School  M.  H.trovo  expressed  disapprobation  of 
the  tendency  of  Japanese  artists  to  derive  in- 
spiration from  Occidental  sources,  and  urged 
that  the  future  of  the  art  consisted  in  adhering 
to  its  own  national  lines.  He  obtained  several 
specimens  of  painting  done  by  students  of  the 
School  who  graduated  last  year,  saying  that  he 
purposedsending  them  to  the  Empress  of  Russia. 

THE  BUDGET. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  issued  authority 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Budget  of  last  fiscal 
year  the  Budget  for  the  current  year  havin<> 
failed  to  come  into  existence  owing  to  the  dis° 
solution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  This 
of  course  does  not  mean  that  the  economies 
effected  by  the  administrative  reforms  which 
the  Government  introduced  last  Fall  will 
not  be  applied.  ^0  fAr  as  co„cerns  that 
question,  the  consequence  of  carrying  out  die 
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old  Budget  is  simply  tliat  there  will  be  a  large 
surplus  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  current  fiscal 
year.  We  suspect,  however,  that  by  the  time 
the  extra  outlays  resulting  from  the  apprecia- 
tion of  gold  and  from  the  necessity  of  succouring 
the  districts  devastated  last  year  by  flood  and 
tempest  have  been  defrayed,  the  coffers  of  the 
Treasury  will  not  be  found  in  a  very  plethoric 
condition.   


A  STRANGE  DISCOVERY. 

Incredible  as  it  may  at  first  seem,  says  the 
Rising  Sun  of  the  14th  inst.,  it  appears  that  a 
danger  hitherto  not  generally  known  exists  in 
this  much-frequented  harbour,  of  which  deep- 
draught  vessels  require  to  beware.  It  is  situated 
S  S  E.  of  the  black  buoy  in  front  of  the  Tate- 
gami  dock,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  "  dis- 
covered "  by  H.M.S.  Jmperieuse  in  November 
last.  The  N.D.L.  steamer,  Number g  is  also 
reported  to  have  "scraped  an  acquaintance" 
with  it  but  fortunately  without  any  serious 
result.  It  is  described  as  a  large  boulder  rock, 
which  was  formerly  surmounted  by  a  smaller 
rock  but  the  latter  now  lies  alongside  the  former, 
in  comparatively  deep  water.  The  exact  position 
is  given  as  follows  : — 

Tomi  no-hana,  south  point   S.  81°  30^  W 

Minagezaki  g.  13     o  | 

Kosuge-nana   '  0      J  JJ 

Magnetic  :— Minage-saki  and  Kencho  signal 
staff,  angles  370  15';  Kencho  staff  and  North  end 
of  Kosuge  slip  point,  angles  970 ;  Kosuge  slip. 
North  end,  and  Kozaki  point,  angle  77  . 
The  depth  of  water  on  it  at  low  spring  tides  is 
variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  seven- 
teen feet,  with  from  five  to  nine  fathoms  in  the 
vicinity  It  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  well- 
known  reef  off  Tategami,  and  the  only  wonder 
is  that  it  has  not  been  discovered  before.  Until 
such  time  as  the  Government  places  a  beacon 
or  a  buoy  over  the  spot,  or  what  would  be  far 
better,  removes  the  danger  altogether,  it  is  ad- 
visable for  large  vessels  to  keep  the  buoy  well 
on  the  port  side  when  coming  up  the  harbour. 

LAST  YEAR'S  FLOODS. 

Investigations  officially  conducted,  we  read  in 
the  JijiShimpo,  assesses  at  nearly  nine  million 
yen  the  damage  inflicted  by  last  autumns  in- 
undations in  the  seven  prefectures  of  Okayama, 
Tottori,  Shimane,  Oita,  Yehime,  Wakayama, 
and  Gifu.  The  most  serious  sufferer  was  Oka- 
yama :  its  losses  aggregate  two  million  yen. 
Next  comes  Tottori,  with  a  total  of  i|  million. 
The  others  follow  in  the  order  of  their  re- 
capitulation above,  Gifus  account  of  half  a 
million  yen  being  the  smallest.  This  terrible 
suffering  can  receive  only  two  millions  of  relief 
from  the  local  taxes,  so  that  the  Treasury  must 
come  to  the  rescue  with  a  sum  of  some  six 
millions.  It  is  expected  that  an  Imperial 
Ordinance  will  soon  be  issued,  ordering  the 
necessary  disbursement  as  a  matter  of  urgency. 


after  deliberation,  they  decided  to  formulate 
their  supposed  grievance  in  a  document  for 
despatch  to  the  Viceroy  Li.  Presumably  this 
route  of  transmission  to  Peking  was  chosen 
because  Li  Hung-chang  is  Northern  Superin- 
tendent of  Trade,  but  as  to  that,  we  speak 
from  conjecture  only.  The  Viceroy  is  said 
to  have  forwarded  the  document  to  the  capital 
for  favourable  consideration,  and  on  its  receipt 
by  the  Tsung-li  Yam6n,  the  Ministers  of  the 
latter  approached  the  British  Representative 
on  the  subject.  In  what  form  the  Yameu  s 
representations  were  made  to  Mr.   O  Conor, 
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insuperable  obstacle  to  increasing  the  speed  of 
transit  so  that  the  journey  might  be  shortened 
several  hours.  The  Jiji  Shimpo  says  that  the 
Railway  Authorities  now  have  the  matter  under 
serious  consideration,  and  that,  from  the  1st  of 
May  next,  a  service  of  trains  will  be  organized, 
enabling  travellers  to  leave  Tokyo  at  6  a.m.  and 
reach  Kobe  at  7  p  m .  the  same  day.  We  confess 
that  our  contemporary's  prediction  seems  to  us 
over-sanguine.  Thirteen  hours  would  mean  an 
average  speed  of  29  miles  an  hour  including 
stoppages,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  doubt 
whether   that  velocity,  however  insignificant 


Spe  of  favourable  result,  but  to  ask  the  British  train  is  often  distressing. 
Government  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  —  - 

administration  of  justice  by  British  Courts  in     THE  thirty  eight  members  of  the  upper 
Shanghai  is  about  the  most  hopeless  undertak-  housb  once  more. 

ing  that  could  well  be  conceived,  and  the  Chi-  the  thirty-eight  members  of  the  Upper  House, 
nese  ought  to  know  as  much  by  this  time.    Yet  wll0  ,ecently  received  such  a  crushing  reply 


nese  ought  to  Know  as  muun  uy  mm  wlio  recenuy  ittcivcu  ou*...  »  .~r  j 

it  is  certainly  matter  for  regret  that  any  doubts,  from  the  Minister  President  of  State,  have  again 

1  •  :  I  Kp    rasl   iinnn  the  I  -  j  j  ~A  „  ^AmmimiraMnn  In  him  On  the  Same 


however  chimerical,  should  be  cast  upon  the 
efficiency  and  impartiality  of  institutions  which 
British  subjects  justly  regard  with  eminent 
pride  and  confidence. 


COTTON   MILL  OPERATIVES. 

With  the  introduction  of  factories  after  the 
Western  model,  Japan  must  of  course  expect 
her  share  of  the  troubles  incidental  to  such 
enterprises.  We  gather  from  the  Nichi  Ntchi 
Shimbun  that  a  state  of  affairs  very  far  from 

satisfactory  exists  among  the  operatives  in  cot-  ree^s  ^do^no«  than"  refer  briefly  to  the 
ton-spinning  mills.  These  men  who  are  often  »««ssaryw  rajsed  ,  lhe  Peers  in  their  second 
taken  from  the  lowest  strata  of  the  people  show  po  "  *  no  1      concerning  the  neces- 

little  concern  for  the  interests  of  their  ^^^S^TSSSi^m  cooperation 
Receiving  low  wages  during  their  period  of  ^  ^a  and  lhe  Legislature 
they  ought,  of  course,  to  serve  on  I  executive 


addressed  a  communication  to  him  on  the  same 
subject.  It  is  not  altogether  correct  to  say  the 
thirty-eight  members,  for  several  of  them  are 
understood  to  have  declined  to  take  any  further 
step  in  the  matter,  while  still  others,  being 
away  from  town,  have  not  been  able  to  express 
an  opinion.  The  document  is,  consequently, 
signed  only  by  Prince  Konoye  and  Viscount 
Tani,  who  describe  themselves  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  those  who  recently  assembled  to  hear 
the  Premier's  reply  read  and  to  discuss  the 
to   be   adopted.     It   will   not  be 


between 
they  do 


the 
not 


training,  they  ought,  of  course,  to  serve  on  objection,  but  they  wish  to  stale 

moderate  terms  for  some  time  a  ^ 

acquiring  expert  knowledge.    But  they  lespeci  |  ua  ^  w.iIHna  ln  make  conceSsions. 


no'such  obligation.     So  soon  as  they  see 
chance  of  bettering  themselves  pecuniarily,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  transfer  their  services  to  a 
different  factory.     There  exists  among  the  ac 
lories  a  union  one  of  the  conditions  of  which  is 
that  hands  thus  deserting  may  be  claimed  by, 


both  sides  are  willing  to  make  concessions. 

Your  Excellencies,"  they  say,  "  have  been  at 
lhe  helm  of  State  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  if  during  that  period  of  time  you  have 
rendered  great  services  to  the  country,  your  long 
tenure  of  office  has  not  been  free  from  great 


BRITISH   JUSTICE   IN  SHANGHAI. 

An  anonymous  correspondent  has  sent  us  a 
marked  copy  of  the  Hupao  which,  as  many  of 
our  readers  are  doubtless  aware,  is  a  Chinese 
journal  published  in  Shanghai.  The  portion  thus 
brought  to  our  attention  is  an  article  on  the 
administration  of  justice  by  British  officials  in 
Shanghai.    The  Hupao  alleges  that  times  have 
.neatly  changed  for  Chinese  suitors  in  British 
Courts     In  former  years  a  majority,  indeed  the 
great  majority,  according  to  our  Shanghai  con- 
temporary, of  cases  brought  by  Chinese  suitors 
against   British  defendants   were  decided  in 
favour  of   the  former,  whereas   of   late  the 
opposite  has  been  the  case.    An  ordinary  in 
ference  from  these  premises  would  be  that  the 
Chinese,  encouraged  by  former  success  began 
to  carry  frivolous  cases  into  court  and  were 
consequently  cast.    But  the  Chinese  themselves 
do  not  take  that  view  of  the  matter.    On  the 
contrary,  they  are  persuaded  that  iust.ce  has 
been  deflected   from  its   straight   course  by 
causes  which  the  readers  of  the  Hupao  are 
left  to  conjecture  for  themselves,  but  which 
they   are  led  to  regard  as  distinctly  uncom- 
mendable.     Urged    by    that    conviction,  the 
leading  Chinese  merchants  in  several  branches 
of  trade  recently   held  a  meeting  at  which, 


It  is  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
and  must  be  returned  to,  the  factory  where  ll|ey  ™  ^  collisions  occur  between  the  Executive 
were  educated.  But  the  men  manage  to  disguise  Legislature.    Forbearance  is  incumbent 

themselves  so  effectually  that  their  identification  and  «  e  l^g  ^  ^  ^  Qf  ^ 

among  a  number  of  hands  is  almost  ^po^bit.  ™  ™  ninenl'lhal  the  harmony  so  much  desired 
Some  of  them,  too,  are  persons  of  such  deprav-  ^  gecured  &t  the  expense  of  the  indepen- 

ed  character  that  a  factory  is  often  relieved  Dy  Legislature— a  view  which  can  not 

their  desertion,  for  thefts  of  cotton  are  constant  ^"^.^  lQ  °gs  wilhout  posilive  disapproval, 
with  them,  and  occasionally  they  do  not  sunn*  „  lhe  Peers  take  exception  to  the  Pre- 

from  deeds  of  violence.  Of  course  the  story  ^d  ^eill)  t  shall  always  be  glad  to 
is  not  altogether  one-sided.  The  Ntcht  Nick «  J»«  ■  J ^  ^  the  lWQ  Houses  of  lheDiet. 
alleges  that  the  men  are  sometimes  very  harshly  h         tQ      uire  meang  of  supp|ymg 

treated  by  their  employers,  and  instances  the  case  an<n ™P  deficiende8  »  H  Fl0m  this  declaration, 
of  a  mechanic  at  the  Izumi  Factory  who  was  _  7  ^  ihe  Cabinet  allaches  no  more 

kept  confined  for  two  whole  days  under   he    1  opinions  of  the  Diet  than  if  the 

floor  of  one  of  the  buildings,  and  another  at  he  we  g  *        C01isultalive  body  entire- 

Dojima  Factory  who  was  b^^f  ^^^^^ |  |y "dependent  on  the  former.     Thirdly,  the 


his  life  was  endangered.  On  the  whole 
seems  to  be  much  need  of  regulations  which  ttie 
Authorities  are  now  said  to  be  drafting  for  the 
control  of  relations  between  operatives  and  then- 
employers.  

RAILWAY  SPEED  IN  JAPAN. 

There  is  talk  of  some  practical  steps  being 
taken  with  regard  to  the  speed  developed  upon 
Japanese  railways,  above  all  upon  the  Tokaido 
line  between  Tokyo  and  Kobe.  This  distance 
of  376  miles  (English)  involves  a  journey  of 
ig\  hours  by  train  at  present,  the  average  speed 
being  less  than  20  miles  an  hour.  Such  a 
miserable  performance  upon  the  main  trunk 
road  of  the  country,  from  the  Eastern  to  the 
Western  capital  and  thence  to  places  of  great 
commercial  importance  like  Osaka  and  Kobe, 
does  littlecredit  to  railway  management  in  Japan, 
and  furnishes  to  the  public  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint.   There  should  be,  indeed  there  is,  no 


Peers'  complain  of  the  injustice  of  calling 
into  question  the  conduct  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  fourth  session.  That 
the  Government  was  principally  to  blame  tor 
the  collision  which  took  place  in  the  earlier 
part  of  that  session,  is  proved— so  says  the 
document-by  the  fact  that,  after  the  issue  of 
the  memorable  Rescript,  the  Cabinet  renounced 
its  former  position  and  adopted  the  views  ad- 
vanced by  the  House  of  Representatives.    It  is, 
therefore,  held  to  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  blame 
the  Lower  House  for  its  conduct  in  the  fourth 
session.    Fourthly,  concerning  the  conduct  ot 
the  House  immediately  after  the  opening  ot  the 
fifth  session,  the  Peers  state  that  there  are  several 
precedents  for  proceeding  to  the  consideration  ot 
important  business  before  the  election  of  Stand- 
ing Committees.    As  to  the  Hoshi  question,  its 
discussion  was  perfectly  proper  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  the  introduction  of  the  question  of  otti- 
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rial  discipline.    In  reporting  the  results  of  the 
debates  oil  this  subject  to  His  Majesty,  the 
House,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Peers,  did  not 
abuse  its  power  of  presenting  an  Address  to  the 
Throne.    There  was  thus  nothing  to  blame  in 
the  House's  conduct  in  apologizing   for  its 
former  ignorance  about  the  character  of  the 
man  it  had  recommended  for  Imperial  appoint 
ment  to  the  post  of  President.    Fifthly,  con- 
cerning the  question  of  official  discipline,  the 
writers  of  the  document  do  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
press doubts  about  the  sincerity  of  the  Premier 
when  he  states  that,  "  had  the  House  put  ques- 
tions or  offered  advice  to  the  Government,  at  the 
same  time  plainly  pointing  out  in  a  frank  and 
disinterested  manner  the  facts  that  formed  the 
subject  of  complaint,  the  Government  would 
have  gladly  met  the  House  in  a  like  spirit  of 
frankness.''    Had  the  Government  been  really 
disposed  to  deal  with  the  House  in  a  frank 
manner  on  this  subject,  it  ought  to  have  taken 
the  required  steps  for  the  maintenance  of  dis- 
cipline in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce  before  the  Houses  of  the  Diet  were 
called  together,  for  the   irregularities  on  the 
part  of  certain  officials  of  that  Department  had 
long  before  been  established  in  a  Court  of  Law. 
Although  the  Cabinet  complains  that  due  notice 
of  the  introduction  of  the  question  was  not 
given,  the  Ministers  must  have  been  fully  aware 
of  the  House's  intention,  and   had  therefore 
ample  opportunity  to  speak  on  the  subject  had 
they  been  so  disposed.    Moreover,  the  House 
can  not  be  blamed  for  having  urged  the  Mini- 
sters to  take  a  decisive  step,  for  its  intention 
was  not,  as  alleged  by  the  Premier,  to  press  for 
an  Imperial  atiswer  to  the  Address,  but  simply 
to  hasten  the  action  of  the  Ministers  of  State. 
Sixthly,  the  Peers  criticise  the  Cabinet  for  regard ' 
ing  the  views  of  the  Budget  Committee  as  those 
of  the  House  itself.    The  Committee  represen- 
ted only  one  or  two  of  the  parties  in  the  House 
and  its  views  could  not  fairly  be  regarded 
as  those  of  the  House  itself.    It  was,  therefore 
unfair  to  judge  the  House  before  it  had  an 
opportunity  to  express  its  own  opinion.  More- 
over, the  power  of  considering  the  Budget  is 
not  exclusively  enjoyed  by  the  Lower  House  • 
it  belongs  to  the  House  of  Peers  also.    As  an 
instance  of  the  power  which  the  Upper  House 
possesses,  reference  is  made  to  the  resuscitation 
of  the  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
war  vessels  in  the  third  session  of  the  Diet 
Again,  it  is  staled  that  the  Budget  Committee's 
demand  for  large  reductions  in  the  Budget  was 
only  natural  in  view  of  the  Government's  con- 
spicuous want  of  consistency  since  the  first 
session  of  the  Diet.    The  Government  is  to 
blame  for  having  afforded  the  Diet  ground 
for  suspecting  that   there   are   always  large 
margins  of  reduction  in  the  Budget.  Seventh- 
ly, the  Peers  can  not  agree  with  the  Mini- 
sters of  State  in  regarding  the  Representation 
on  the  subject  of  Strict  Enforcement  of  the 
Treaties  as  an  impediment  to  the  progressive 
policy  of  opening  the  country.    Strict  Enforce- 
ment of  the  Treaties,  on  the  contrary,  is  held  to 
be  a  step  towards  their  revision.    Even  the  Go- 
vernment once  carried  out  such  a  policy  to  a 
certain  extent.    The  Premier  has  declared  that 
'•  it  is  of  course  necessary  to  strictly  enforce 
such  provisions  of  the  existing  treaties  as  one 
essential   to   the    assertion    of   the  national 
rights;  and  when  required,   efforts   must  be 
put  forth  for  the  abolition  and  amendment  of 
such   provisions   as  may   interfere   with  the 
exercise  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  country." 
Now  the  Peers  assert  that  these  words  exactly 
embody  the  opinion  held  by  the  Lower  House 
when  it  introduced  the  Representation.  Even 
granting  that  the  Representation  contained  erro- 
neous views,  the  Cabinet  ought  to  have  debated 
the  matter  with  the  House,  pointing  out  what- 
ever misstatements  of  facts  or  erroneous  opinions 
the  document  may  have  embodied.    But  the 
Cabinet  did  nothing  of  the  sort ;  it  was  content- 
ed with  a  speech  by  the  Minister  of  State  for 
foreign  Affairs  alone,  and,  before  the  House 
expressed  its  views,  prorogued  and  finally  dis- 
solved it.    Which  side  is  then  to  blame  for  having 
prevented  harmony  between  the  Government 
and  the  Diet  ?  Evensupposing  thatthe  Represen- 
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talion  had  been  endorsed  and  actually  passed 
by  a  majority  in  the  House,  the  Government 
would  not  have  been  obliged  to  adopt  everything 
recommended  in  that  document.    Thus  from 
every  point  of  view,  the  Representation  can  not 
justly  be  held  up  as  one  of  the  principal  rea- 
sons for  dissolution.    Eightly,  the  Peers  Can 
not  regard  the  second  prorogation  as  a  pre 
luninary  step  to  dissolution.    Had  such  been 
the  case,  what  necessity  would  there  have  been 
to  fix  the  period  of  two  weeks,  whereas  a  day 
or  two  would  have  sufficed.    Ninthly  and  lastly, 
the  Peers  remind  the  Cabinet  Ministers  that  dis- 
solution of  the  House  of  Representatives  should 
only  be  advised  when  important  measures  are 
rejected  by  it.    Now  in  the  case  of  the  late 
dissolution  no  such  charge  can  be  laid  at  the 
door  of  the  House.    In  conclusion,  the  Peers 
state  their  primary  object  in  presenting  their 
first  communication   to  the  Government  was 
simply  to  advise  it  to  correct  its  conduct  in  the 
future,  but  their  kindly  meant  epistle  having 
elicited  Governmental  explanations  about  the 
dissolution,  they  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
again  address  a  few  words  to  the  Cabinet. 


EDUCATIONAL  TEXT  BOOKS. 

The  Department  of  Education,  under  its  pre- 
sent Minister,  has  displayed  a  desire  to  increase 
the  precautions  employed  in  choosing  common- 
school  text  books.  This  duty  used  to  be  entrust- 
ed to  a  Committee  composed  of  members  of 
faculty  of  Normal  Schools,  but  the  Committee's 
numbers  were  augmented  under  the  new  system 
by   a  Counsellor  of  the   Local  Government 
Office,  and  a  Middle-School  Director.  This 
precaution  seems  to  have  been  suggested  by 
the  acute  competition  existing  among  publish- 
ers who  seek  to  have  their  text  books  adopted 
The  1st  of  next  April  is  the  date  fixed  for  the 
adoption  of  text  books  on  ethics,  and  there  are 
said  to  be  no  less  than  eighty  publishers  in  the 
field.    One  or  two  localities  only  have  thus  far 
made  their   choice.    Some  fifteen  Prefectures 
are  now  discussing  the  question,  and  curious 
stories  are  current  about  the  methods  resorted 
to    by   publishers  in   some  of  places.  The 
Kokkai  makes  itself  a  vehicle  for  retailing  seve- 
ral of  these  stories,  but  they  are  all  of  the 
vaguest  description,  and  the  gist  of  each  and 
every  one  is  the  same,  namely,  personal  influ- 
ence corruptly  exercised.    Such  tales  need  not 
be  reproduced. 

RAILWAY  LOAN. 

The  construction  of  the  O-U  and  Hoku-Riku 
railways  having  been  decided  npon  in  the  4th 
session  of  the  Diet,  a  sum  of  over  three  million 
yen  had  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose.  The  first 
installment  of  one  million  was  raised  in  April 
last  year,  and  the  circumstances  being  very 
favourable,  proposals  were  received  aggregating 
over  seven  million  yen,  so  that  the  bonds  were 
sold  at  an  average  of  105.6  yen.  It  would  seem 
that  the  work  has  progressed  more  slowly  than 
was  originally  anticipated,  for  the  issue  of  the 
second  installment  was  not  announced  till  the 
14th  instant.  Doubts  are  expressed  as  to  the 
character  of  the  result,  the  condition  of  the 
money  market  at  present  being  by  no  means  so 
well  adapted  for  such  operations  as  was  the 
case  last  April. 


dined  to  accept  this  explanation  of  a  weird 
spectacle  which  had  set  all  their  little  bosoms 
palpitating.  At  last  a  duenna  among  the 
damsels  took  her  courage  in  both  hands,  and 
entering  the  room  above  which  pussy'  was 
pirouetting,  called  her  softly  to  descend.  But 
the  cat  danced  more  vigorously  than  ever 
though  the  strains  of  the  samisen  had  ceased 
to  be  heard.  Finally,  the  plucky  lady  seized 
the  cat  and  carried  her  down,  when  the  source 
of  the  dancing  inspiration  was  at  once  dis- 
covered. Puss  had  a  clam-shell  fixed  over  each 
of  her  whiskers.  She  had  incautiously  essayed 
to  steal  one  of  the  bivalves  lying  shell  open  in  a 
pail  of  water,  and  the  clam  had  clasped  her 
muzzle  and  set  her  dancing  in  the  moonlight. 
I  his  is  a  Japanese  journalistic  item. 


A  DANCING  CAT. 

On  a  recent  night  when  the  moonlight  had 
begun  to  make  shadows  in  one  of  the  geisha 
alleys  of  Shimbashi,  a  girl's  voice  was  heard 
crying  out  excitedly,  "Look  at  the  cat  dancing  !" 
I  here  was  an  immediate  clatter  of  pattens,  and 
an  audience  of  the  fair  but  frail  denizens  of  the 
district  assembled  quickly  to  witness  the  pro- 
digy. Certainly  there  was  a  cat  dancing  in  the 
moonlight  on  the  eves  of  one  of  the  houses, 
bhe  was  not  dancing  after  the  fashion  of  Euro- 
pean ballet-girls,  but  was  waving  her  fore-paws 
and  pacing  with  her  hind  after  the  orthodox 
methods  of  the  Japanese  minuet.  A  wag  who 
had  joined  the  crowd  suggested  that  the  cat 
had  become  intoxicated  with  the  atmosphere  of 
the  geisha  quarter,  and  was  taking  advantage 
of  a  fortuitous  samisen  to  practise  a  pas  on 
her  own  account,  but  the  girls  indignantly  de- 


DISASTROUS  COLLISION  IN  THE  STRAITS  OF 
MALACCA. 

Two  small  coasting  steamers  named  the  Teck 
Seng    Guan   and   the  Aing  Hoe,  belonging 
to  the   same   company,    Messrs.    Wee  Bin 
&  Co.,  collided    in  the  narrow   Slat  Rupat 
strait  between  Bagan  and  Bengkalis  on  Feb- 
ruary 1st.    The  Aing  Hoe  was  in  command 
of  a  native   captain,    while  the    Tech  Seng 
Guan,  72   tons,  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Miller,  and  registered  in  Johore.    The  former 
was  bound  from  Singapore  to  Bagan,  while 
the  latter  was  proceeding  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion.   The  effect  of  the  collision  was  to  com- 
pletely overturn  the  Teck  Seng  Guan,  and  she 
sank   in  deep  water  almost  immediately,  but 
most  of  those  on  board  managed  to  effect  their 
escape  to  the  other  vessel.    The  steamer  Hanoi, 
Captain  Thow,  was  near  the  place  of  the  colli- 
sion and  offered  assistance,  but  the  Aing  Hoe 
declined  it,  saying  that  all  on  board  were  all 
right  and  that  they  intended  to  steam  for  shallow 
water.    Captain  Thow  then  determined  to  lay 
around    to  pick  up  any  survivors   from  the 
sunken  vessel.    He  saw  the  Aing  Hoe  cross 
his  bows,  and  then  having  taken  on  board  his 
vessel  all  the  persons  picked  up  by  the  Aing 
Hoes  boat,  he  resolved  to  follow  that  steamer 
to  the  shore.    All  of  a  sudden  he  lost  sight  of 
her  lights,  and  hearing  shouts  lowered  boats. 
From  the  persons  rescued  he  discovered  that 
the  unfortunate  steamer  had  gone  down  head 
foremost  in   deep  water.     Dropping  anchor, 
after  an  hour's  steaming  about  the  place,  Cap- 
tain Thow  lay-by  till  morning  and  succeeded 
m  picking  up  from  wreckage  and  the  beach,  47 
persons  in  all,  including  Capt.  Miller  and  Mr 
Pine,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Teck  Seng  Guan, 
the  only  Europeans  involved  in  the  catastrophe! 
Some  40  or  50  souls  were  lost  in  the  two  vessels! 


THE  "  NICHI   NICHI  SHIMBUn"   ON  THE  SECOND 
COMMUNICATION  OF  THE  PEERS. 

Commenting  on  the  second  communication 
addressed  by  the  disaffected  members  of  the 
Upper  House  to  the  Minister  President  of  State, 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  observes  that  the 
arguments  contained  in  the  document  seem  to 
have  been  gleaned  from  the  writings  of  the 
organs  of  the  Progressionist  Party,  and  even  hints 
that,  in  addressing  this  second  epistle  to  the  Pre- 
mier, the  thirty-one  members  ofthe  Upper  House 
—for  the  strength  of  the  league  has  dwindled  to 
that  number— acted  under  the  advice  and  insti- 
gation of  the  Progressionist  ieader.   We  (Japan 
Mail)  do  not  venture  to  endorse  that  assertion 
but  we  may  state  that  a  rumour  to  the  effect  is 
extensively  circulated  in  well  informed  circles.  It 
is  a  fact  that  the  action  taken  by  the  malcontents 
of  the  Upper  House  is  warmly  supported  by  the 
Progressionist  papers,  one  of  which  even  pub- 
lishes a  report  that  the  same  attitude  is  main- 
tained by  the  leader  of  the  Party,  Count  Okuma. 
But  we  proceed  to  give  a  re'sume'  of  the  Nichi 
Nichts  comments,  premising  that  in  places  our 
contemporary  seems  unnecessarily  to  lay  itself 
open  to  the  charge  of  insolence  and  contempt 
toward  both  Houses  of  the  Diet.    The  members 
ofthe  Lower  House,  for  instance,  are  sneeringly 
designated  "shop   keepers  and  ploughmen" 
(suchdnin  and  dobyakusho)  ;  while  the  thirty-one 
members  of  the  Upper  are  called  "illiterate" 
and  "  ignorant."   It  is  the  more  regrettable  that 
such  intemperate  language  has  been  used  by  the 
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Nichi  Nichi,  because  its  refutation  of  the  falla 
cious  arguments  contained  in  the  docutneut  is 
concise  and  unanswerable. 


* 

*  * 


With  regard  to  the  first  point  raised,  that  the 
Government  is  responsible  for  want  of  harmony 
between  the  Executive  and  the  Legislature,  the 
Nichi  Nichi  refers  to  the  Peers'  statement  that 
the  present  holders  of  power  "have  been  at 
the  helm  of  state  for  more  that  twenty  years. 
The  simple  truth  is  that  the  present  Cabinet 
has  been  in  existence  only  about  a  year  and  a 
half     Nothing  could  be  more  absurd  than  to 
hold  it  responsible  for  the  actions  of  preceding 
Cabinets— those  even   which   contained  such 
men  as  Oku.na,  Okabe,  and  Saigo.     That  the 
present  Cabinet  is  really  bent  upon  securing  the 
harmonious  cooperation  of  the  Diet  is  seen 
from  its  conduct  in  the  fourth  session  of  the 
Diet  in  connection  with  the  amendment  of  the 
Public  Meetings  Regulations  and  the  Publi- 
cation Regulations  as  well  as  with  the  passing  of 
the  Budget  after  the  issue  of  the  Imperial  Re- 
script of  February  ioth,  1893.    The  Premier 
declared  in  his  reply  that  "  harmonious  coope- 
ration does  not  mean  blind  compliance  with 
the  wish  of  others."     So,   then,  the  Cabinet 
has  striven  both  in  action  and  words  to  secure 
the  cooperation  of  the  Diet  by  making  reason- 
able concessions  to  its  wishes,   and  it  is  the 
height   of    injustice   and    falsehood   to  de 
clare  that  the  Government  is  bent  upon  pur 
chasing  the  Diet's  concert  at  the  expense  of  the 
latlei's  independence. 

*  * 

On  the  second  point,  the  Nichi  Nichi  re 
marks  that  the  Premier  does  not  mean  any 
contempt  to  the  Diet  when  he  says,  "  I  shall 
always  be  glad  to  have  the  opinions  of  the 
two  Houses  of  the  Diet,  and  hope  thereby  to 
acquire  means  of  supplying  my  own  deficien- 
cies "    Nobody  knows  better  than  the  Premier 
himself  that  the  Diet  is  not  "  a  consultative  body 
entirely  dependent  on  the  Cabinet."    It  is  not 
disputed  that  the  Diet  is  an  independent  branch 
of  the  state  machinery.    But  in  the  exercise  of 
its  powers,  it  can  not  overstep  the  limits  im- 
posed by  the  consent  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
concurrence  of  the  Government.    The  Execu- 
tive is  not  bound  to  be  guided  in  everything  by 
the  opinion  of  the  Legislature.  There  is  there 
fore,  nothing  improper  in  Count  Ito  s  declara 
lion  that  he  is  glad  to  supply  his  own  deficiencies 
by  reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  Diet. 


same  conciliatory  course  was  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  which  not  only  gave 
up  its  scheme  of  reductions  and  resuscitated  the 
Naval  appropriations,  but  ceased  to  advance  us 
contentious  views  about  the  67th  Article  0  the 
Constitution.  Thus  there  is  not  the  slightest 
ground  to  maintain  the  singular  charge  that  the 
Cabinet  alone  had  to  make  concessions,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  was  alone  responsible  tor  the 
former  collision. 


With  reference  to  the  fourth  point,  the  Ntcht 
Nichi  observes  that  the  Premier's  object  was 
not   so  much  to  complain  of  the  delay  111 
the  election   of   Standing  Committees  as  to 
criticise  the  House's  inability  to    finish  the 
examination  of  the  Budget  in  Committee  within 
the  specified  period,  devoting  its  precious  time 
to  the  discussion  of  the  Hoshi  question  which 
could  have  been  considered  without  interfering 
with  the  discharge  of  duties  laid  upon  the 
House  by  the  Constitution.    As  to  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  President  Hoshi's  conduct, 
opinions  naturally  differ,  but  there  can  be  no 
connection  between  that  question  and  the  ques- 
tion of  official  discipline.    The  House,  more- 
over, had  it  in  its  power  to  remove  its  President 
in  a  perfectly  legal  manner,  without  resorting  to 
the  extraordinary  process  of  appealing  to  the 
Throne.    The  House's  object,  it  is  clear,  m 
laying  the  matter  before  the  Emperor,  was  to  in- 
timidate Mr.  Hoshi  into  resigning  his  office 
* 

*  * 

As  to  the  fifth  point,— the  question  of  official 
discipline,  the  Nichi  Nichi  remarks  that  the  true 
facts  concerning  this  subject  being  best  known 
to  the  Cabinet,  the  latter  would  most  willingly 
have  given  explanations  to  the  House.  Indeed, 
when  the  news  of  the  introduction  of  the  ques- 
tion in  the  House  reached  Count  Goto,  Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  he  at  once  or- 
dered his  carriage  to  repair  to  the  Diet  but 
before  he  set  out,  a  second  report  informed  him 
that  the  Address  had  been  passed.    This  fact 
shows  how  sudden  and   precipitate  was  the 
action  of  the  House.    When  the  matter  was 
laid  before  the  Emperor,  it  behoved  the  Mini- 
sters to  abide  by  the  Imperial  judgment^  lhe 
Cabinet  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  House, 
pending  the  Imperial  decision.    Yet  the  House, 
under  such  circumstances,  voted  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the  Cabinet  to  take  some  definite 
step  in  the  matter,  a  vote  clearly  tantamount  to 
pressing  for  an  Imperial  answer  to  the  Address. 
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should  have  been  deferred  until  the  Upper 
House  had  its  say  on  the  Budget. 

* 

As  regards  the  question  of  Treaty  Enforce- 
ment which  constituted  the  seventh  point  raised 
by  the  Peers,  the  Nichi  Nichi  denies  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  held  the  same  view 
on  the  subject  as  that  stated  in  the  recent  reply 
of  the  Premier;  for  the  Representation  intro- 
duced in  the  House  did  not  say  anything  as  to 
either  the  abolition  or  amendment  of  provisions 
in  the  existing  treaties.    The  sole  object  of 
that  measure  was,  on  the  contrary,  simply 
to   carry    out   the   existing    stipulations  to 
the  letter.    The  Peers  also  blame  the  Cabinet 
for  having  entrusted  the  task  of  addressing  the 
House  on  this  subject  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  alone,  but  their  complaint  is  unreason- 
able seeing  that  that  Minister  is  a  responsible 
official  of  the  Crown  charged  with  the  conduct 
of  the  county's  foreign  relations.   Moreover,  the 
House   was  bent  upon  hurrying  through  the 
measure  and  then  adjourning  of  its  own  accord. 
It  was  in  no  mood  to  listen  calmly  to  speeches 
by  Ministers  of  State. 


Concerning  the  eighth  point,  namely,  the 
question  of  the  second  prorogation  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  December  last,  the  Ntcht 
Nichi  admits  that  it  would  have  been  quite 
possible  to  fix  the  period  of  prorogation  at  a 
day  or  two,  as  the  Peers  suggest,  had  such  a 
short  length  of  time  been  considered  sufficient 
for  completing  the  preparations  for  dissolution. 
That  a  period  of  two  weeks  was  chosen  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  possibility  existed  0  the 
necessary  steps  not  being  completed  quickly. 


* 


* 


As  to  the  necessary  conditions  for  dissolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  con- 
stitute the  ninth  and  last  point  propounded  by 
the  Peers,  the  Nichi  Nichi  is  of  opinion  that, 
to  order  dissolution,  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to 
connect  it  with  any  particular  measure  or 
measures  before  the  House.  A  House  which 
attempts  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  path  of  the 
progressive  policy  of  opening  the  country ;  a 
House  which,  being  engrossed  with  the  con- 
sideration of  secondary  questions,  neglects  the 
consideration  of  the  Budget  in  due  time ;  a 
House  which  does  not  hesitate  to  prevent  the 
completion  of  the  national  defences— such  a 
House  more  than  deserves  to  be  sent  back  to 
the  country.    - 


As  to  the  third  point,  namely,  the  complaint 
against  the  alleged  injustice  of  criticising  the 
conduct  of  the  Lower  House  in  the  fourth  ses- 
sion, the  Nichi  Nichi  states  that  there  is  no  im- 
propriety in  making  reference  to  the  fourth 
session,  because  the  House  which  took  part  in 
the  drama  of  that  session  was  the  same  House 
dissolved  in  December  last.    The  complaint, 
moreover,  comes  with  ill  grace  from  men  who 
do  not  scruple  to  hold  .the  present  Cabinet 
answerable  for  actions  committed  by  Us  far  off 
predecessors  of  two  decades  ago.    Neither  is  it 
just  to  state  that  the  Government  was  princi- 
pally to  blame   for  the  collision  which  took 
place  in  the  earlier  part  of  the    fourth  ses- 
sion    for   it   must   be   in    the   memory  of 
even    the   .present    critics   of   the  Govern- 
ment that,  in  that  session,  the  latter  clearly 
manifested  its  intention  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing with  the  Diet  by    offering  various 
important  concessions,  notably  on  the  question 
of  the  re-assessment  of  the  taxable  value  of 
land  and  in  connection  with  the  amendment 
of  the  Public  Meetings  and  the  Publication 
Regulations.    They  ought,  also,  to  remember 
that,  notwithstanding  such  a  conciliatory  at- 
titude on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet,  the  House  of 
Representatives  insisted  on  large  and  unreason- 
able   reductions   in   lhe    Budget,   and  in  Us 
headlong  zeal  to  embarrass  lhe  Ministry,  did 
not  hesitate  to  neglect  its  duties  By  adjourning 
of  its  own  accord  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
Concerning  the  situation  after  the  issue  of  the 
memorable  Rescript  of  February  ioih,  1893  11 
was  not,  as  the  Peers  intimate,  the  Government 
alone  that  abandoned  its  former  position ;  the 


On  the  sixth  point,  relating  to  the  Budget, 
the  Nichi  Nichi  points  out  the  fallacy  of  the 
Peers'  reasoning  that,  because  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lower  House  in  the  last  session  re- 
presented only  one  or  two  parties,  it  could  not  be 
regarded  as  representing  the  House  itself,  lo 
whatever  party  or  parties  its  members  might  be- 
long the  Committee  had  been  elected  by  the 
House  and  might  consequently  be  regarded  as  ex- 
pressing the  views  of  the  House.    It  was,  more- 
over well  known  thatthe  Progressionist  Party,  the 
Domei  Club,  and  other  groups,  which  were  not 
represented  in  the  Committee,  were  bent  upon 
reductions  far  more  sweeping  than  those  re- 
commended by  that  Committee.     Again,  the 
Peers  refer  to  frequent  changes  of  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  about  the  Budget  since 
The  first  session  of  the  Diet.    They  forget  that 
the    Cabinet    as    frequently    changed  during 
the  same  interval.    Do  they   mean   to  insist 
that   the  present   Ministry   must  hold  Uselt 
esponsible  for   the    policy    of   its  predeces- 
sors ?    The  Peers  also  attach  much  importance 
to  the  circumstance  that  the  verdict  of  the 
Lower  House  on  the  Budget  is  not  final,  the 
Upper  House  having  the  same  power.    1  hey 
forget  that,  although  the  Upper  House  is  en- 
titled to  deal  with  the  Budget  according  to  its 
independent   judgment,   it   has   no   power  by 
itself  to  correct  false  steps  taken  by  the  Lower 
House      The  Utmost   II   can  do  is  lo  ask  ioi  a 
conference  with  the  latter,  and  it  is  not  like  y 
that  the  House  ot  Representatives  woul  easily 
have  agreed  to  changes  suggested  by  the  Peers. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  simply  silly  to 
I  contend  that  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House 


INVIOLABILITY  OF  DOMICILE. 

More  than  enough  of  our  space  has  already 
been  devoted  to  showing  the  baselessness  of  the 
accusations  preferred  by  the  Japan  Gazette 
against  the  laws  of  this  country.    The  coniro- 
v|lsy — if  such  it  can  be  called— has  ended  just 
as  we  anticipated.    The  charge  originally  pre- 
ferred was  that  the  laws  of  Japan  sanction  certain 
grave  abuses.    When  it  was  shown  that  the  laws 
do  nothing  of  the  kind,  their  accusers  dropped 
the  question  of  the  laws  altogether,  and  fell 
back  upon  alleged  instances  of  illegal  proceed- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  police !    That  is  lo  say, 
in  order  to  prove  that  the  laws  are  bad,  examples 
are  adduced  of  police  acts  that  can  not  be  re- 
conciled with  the  provisions  of  the  law  !  Logic 
of  that  kind  is  at  least  diverting.    We  might 
argue  with  equal  consistency  that  because  clergy- 
men have  beenknown  to  steal  church  funds,  there- 
fore the  Ten   Commandments  sanction  theft. 
No  wonder  that  in  default  of  better  arguments 
than  that,  our  contemporary  has  fallen  back  on 
the  old  device  of  calling  the  editor  of  this  jour- 
nal a  "  hireling."    That  is  thoroughly  relevant 
to  the  question  of  the  merits  and  dements  ot 
Japanese  law. 


However,  the  Japan  Gazette  having  perceiv- 
ed the  h-p^essl,css  "f  a11  aUeml)ls  to  eslah,lsh 
us  calnmines  against  the  laws  ihen.seles,  has 
for]  rli  recourse  to  a  case  ot  police  impropriety 
said  to  have  occurred  in  September,  1892,  m 
K„be  The  police,  it  alleges,  made  the.,  way 
into  the  office  of  the  Mitsui  Bnssan  Ka.sha  and 
arrested  some  clerks  who  were  playing  *f™8^ 
gambling,   in   fact.    Hence    inviolability  of 
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domicile  does  not  exist  in  Japan.  Willi  res- 
pect to  this  remarkable  incident  the  Gazette 
propounds  to  us  four  questions: — On  the 
authority  of  what  law  did  the  police  entei  ? 
Did  they  "  know  "  or  only  "  suspect  "  that  card* 
were  being  played  ?  If  they  did  not  derive  their 
authority  from  the  XXVlh  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, whence  did  they  derive  it?  If  they 
did  derive  it  from  that  Article,  how  can 
domicile  be  said  to  be  inviolable  in  Japan  ? 
That  is  an  imposing  array  of  queries.  It  has 
its  funny  side  too.  The  XXVlh  Article  of  the 
Constitution  says  : — "  Except  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  law,  the  house  of  no  Japanese 
subject  shall  be  entered  or  searched  without  his 
consent."  We  did  not  imagine  that  even  our 
ingenious  contemporary  could  suspect  such  an 
Article  of  empowering  the  police  to  "enter  any 
domicile  without  warrant  when  they  have  reason 
to  suspect  a  game  of  cards  is  being  played." 
The  Article  forbids  all  entry  except  in  cases 
provided  by  law.  Yet  the  Japan  Gazette  pro- 
fesses to  imagine  that  it  empowers  all  entry. 
May  we  not  be  pardoned  if  we  decline  to  pursue 
such  a  discussion  ? 

* 

•       *  * 

But  as  to  this  particular  case  that  occurred, 
we  are  told,  in  September,  1892,  in  Kobe.  The 
time  and  place  are  a  little  remote,  it  is  true. 
Still,  being  desirous  of  resolving  the  Gazette's 
perplexity,  we  have  applied  for  information  to 
the  head  office  of  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  in 
Tokyo.  Our  contemporary's  story  is  that  the 
Kobe  office.of  the  firm  was  entered  by  the  police 
in  September  1892,  and  that  several  of  the 
clerks  were  arrested  for  playing  cards.  That, 
we  repeat,  is  the  Japan  Gazette's  story.  Cer- 
tainly such  an  incident  must  have  caused  no 
little  excitement,  and  must  occupy  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  records  of  the  Firm .  Not  at  all.  The 
people  at  the  head  office  never  heard  of  the  affair, 
and  are  persuaded  that  it  never  occurred  at  all. 
It  is  disappointing  to  be  baukled  in  our  desire 
to  answer  the  Japan  Gazette's  queries,  but 
really  if  this  terrible  inroad  of  the  police  is  not 
even  remembered  by  its  victims,  our  search  for 
information  becomes  difficult.  We  recommend 
the  Gazette  to  devote  a  little  closer  scrutiny 
to  this  last  remaining  shred  of  its  dilapidated 
argument. 

WHOLESALE  ARREST. 

A  singular  incident  is  reported  from  Gifu  Pre- 
fecture. A  vacancy  having  occurred  in  the 
membership  of  the  Local  Assembly,  the  usual 
bye-election  was  recently  held,  the  candidates 
being  Messrs.  Yamada  Gensuke  and  Yuye 
Toshiro.  Success  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  former, 
whereupon  the  latter,  hoping  to  discover  some 
illegality  that  would  invalidate  the  election  of  his 
rival,  instituted  a  searching  inquiry  into  the  pro- 
ceedingspriorto  the  day  of  polling.  Thissuggest- 
ed  a  similar  course  to  Mr.  Yamada,  who  perhaps 
thought  that  the  defeated  candidate's  suspicions 
had  their  origin  in  a  guilty  conscience.  The 
result  of  Mr.  Yamada's  scrutiny  was  that  ap- 
parently incontrovertible  proofs  were  obtained 
of  bribery  in  the  case  of  no  less  than  a  hundred 
voters  who  had  plumped  for  the  beaten  candi- 
date. The  facts  were  laid  before  the  police, 
who  lost  no  time  in  arresting  the  century  of 
venal  franchise-holders.  They  are  now  await- 
ing trial.  Mr.  Yuye  Toshiro  seems  destined 
to  go  down  to  posterity  as  the  most  un- 
lucky candidate  on  record.  To  be  beaten  at 
the  polls  and  afterwards  convicted  of  corrupt 
practices  is  a  severe  duplication  of  misfortunes. 
We  have  never  before  heard  of  an  unsuccessful 
aspirant  to  parliamentary  honours  being  subse- 
quently prosecuted  for  bribery.  But  Japan  is 
making  her  own  history. 

THE  MINIVER  OF  HOME  AFFAIRS  AND  THE 
SECOND  RESERVE. 

Even  such  a  paltry  matter  as  the  forty-seven 
thousand  yen  which,  in  accordance  with  a  re- 
quisition from  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs,  is  to  be  appropriated  out  of  the  Second 
Reserve  on  account  of  the  travelling  expenses 
of  local  officials  and  police,  and  generally  to 
defray  the  cost  of  preserving  public  order  and 
peace  in  the  election  districts,  excites  the 
suspicions  of  opposition  journals.    They  pre- 


tend to  think  that  the  money  is  to  be  devoted 
to  some  improper  purpose  in  the  interests  of 
Government  Candidates,  as,  for  example,  to 
promote  the  canvass  of  Mr.  Hoshl  Tom  in 
Tochigi  Prefecture.  Thus  it  appears  that  a 
bagatelle  of  some  five  thousand  pounds  for 
police  use  throughout  the  whole  empire  at  such 
a  time  as  that  of  a  general  election,  cannot  be 
appropriated  without  provoking  slanderous  in- 
sinuations against  the  statesmen  in  power. 

AIZU  YAKI. 

An  article  in  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  on  the 
subject  of  Aizu  porcelain  expresses  surprise 
that  the  ware  is  not  better  known,  considering 
how  universal  is  the  domestic  use  of  keramic 
articles  throughout  Japan.  It  thinks  that  per- 
haps the  comparatively  small  favour  shown  to 
the  Aizu-yaki  is  due  to  its  coarseness,  and  it 
predicts  that,  in  view  of  the  abundant  supply  of 
porcelain  clay  as  well  as  of  fuel  possessed  by 
the  district,  a  little  more  care  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturers  would  soon  secure  a  wide 
market  for  the  ware.  We  fully  endorse  our 
contemporary's  remarks.  The  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition of  1890  contained  nothing  more  unex- 
pected than  the  blue-and-white  porcelain  of 
Aizu.  The  pdte  of  the  ware  was  quite  equal 
to  that  of  Owari  porcelain,  the  glaze  was 
more  rich  and  lustrous,  and  the  blue  sous 
couverte  possessed  remarkable  strength  and 
purity.  But  if  the  Aizu  potters  made  them- 
selves conspicuous  by  the  excellence  of  their 
exhibit,  they  also  earned  the  undesirable 
reputation  of  being  among  the  least  busi- 
ness-like of  the  exhibitors.  They  evidently 
thought  that  an  exhibition  was  simply  a  place 
for  displaying  tours  de  force,  and  not  at  all  a 
place  for  familiarizing  the  public  with  products 
seeking  an  extended  circle  of  custom.  Many 
foreigners  tried  to  have  the  Aizu  exhibits  du- 
plicated, but  either  their  orders  were  treated 
with  quiet  indifference,  or,  if  taken,  were  sub- 
sequently ignored.  Aizu  ought  to  occupy  an 
important  place  in  the  keramic  market  if  it 
only  utilized  its  opportunities  and  cultivated 
business  notions. 


CIRCULAR  LETTER  TO  SILK.  MANUFACTURERS. 

A  circular  letter,  says  the  Shogyo  Shimpo,  has 
been  sent  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce  to  silk  manufacturers  throughout 
the  Empire.  The  letter  is  not  public  property, 
the  Department  being  of  opinion  that  publicity 
might  inflict  unsvarranted  injury  on  certain 
manufacturers.  The  Shogyo  Shimpo,  however, 
obtained  access  to  its  contents,  but  deems  it 
advisable  to  observe  a  measure  of  reticence  with 
regard  to  them.  The  letter,  we  read,  had  its 
origin  in  a  report  sent  by  Mr.  Shimamura,  Con- 
sul-General in  New  York,  pointing  out  that  the 
reputation  of  Japanese  silk  goods  was  in  danger 
of  suffering  seriously  on  account  of  the  inferior 
material  employed  by  some  manufacturers,  To 
these  careless  persons  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce  has  addressed  an  em- 
phatic warning.  Their  names  are  known  to 
the  Shogyo  Shimpo,  but  it  refrains  from  pub- 
lishing them,  not,  however,  without  a  threat  that 
if  they  persist  in  their  fraudulent  courses,  and, 
for  the  sake  of  temporary  gain,  inflict  permanent 
injury  on  the  country's  silk  trade,  no  hesitation 
will  be  felt  about  publicly  denouncing  them. 

AN  ANCIENT  FAMILY. 

There  is  no  lack  of  ancient  families  in  Japan. 
The  representative  of  one  of  them  is  said  to  be  a 
candidate  for  a  patent  of  nobility  in  connection 
with  the  Silver  Wedding  of  Their  Majesties. 
He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  celebrated 
Wake  Kyomaru,  who  died  at  the  close  of  the 
eighth  century  of  the  Christian  era.  Wake 
Kyomaru  opposed  the  machinations  of  Yuge 
Dokyo,  who  plotted  to  ascend  the  Throne.  He 
suffered  banishment  for  his  too  zealous  loyalty, 
but  afler  Dokyo's  fall  he  was  recalled  from  exile 
and  rewarded  with  a  perpetual  pension  of  500 
koku  of  rice.  Seven  centuries  later  the  family 
received  the  name  of  Nakarai,  or  "  middle 
well,"  because  of  the  fact  that  the  water  of  a 
well  in  the  compound  of  the  Kyomaru  mansion 
was  used,  on  account  of  its  great  purity,  in  the 
Imperial  Kitchen.    Another  distinction  is  that 


for  many  generations  the  head  of  the  house  en- 
joyed the  honour  of  being  physician  to  the 
Sovereign,  and  might  still  be  enjoying  it  but  for 
an  unlucky  prescription  which  did  more  harm 
than  good  to  the  great-grandfather  of  the  pre- 
sent Sovereign.  The  Shogun  Iyemitsu  added  a 
thousand  koku  of  rice  to  the  family's  income, 
and  invited  its  representative  to  settle  in  Yedo, 
but  those  marks  of  consideration  did  not  prevent 
the  Nakarai  of  Restoration  days  from  espousing 
the  Imperial  cause  heart  and  soul.  Opinions 
may  differ  as  to  the  validity  of  such  titles  to  a 
patent  of  nobility,  but  some  Japanese  journals 
seem  to  find  them  sufficient. 


A  FALLACY. 

Superficial  observers,  distressed  by  the  dis- 
turbed condition  of  the  Japanese  political  world 
at  present,  sigh  for  the  advent  of  Deus  ex 
machind  in  the  form  of  a  Saigo  Takamori  or  a 
Hideyoshi.  The  wish  is  not  very  complimentary 
to  the  statesmen  now  in  power,  and  is  moreover 
a  very  unreflecting  fancy.  Somebody  has  been 
talking  to  the  Minister  of  State  for  Finance  on 
this  subject,  and  Mr.  Watanabe's  views  are 
briefly  reproduced  in  the  Kokkai.  His  Ex- 
cellency observes  that  the  dawn  of  Constitutional 
Government  in  all  countries  has  been  cloudy, 
and  that  Japan  is  not  entitled  to  expect  a  clear 
sky  more  than  any  other  State.  Four  years  of 
her  Parliamentary  history  have  already  included 
two  dissolutions  of  the  House  of  Reprseentatives, 
a  somewhat  breezy  record  it  must  be  admitted, 
but  not  tempestuous,  and  not  at  all  perilous  to 
the  safety  of  the  ship  of  State.  The  much 
desired  Deus,  on  the  contrary,  might  prove 
precisely  the  element  that  is  wanting  to  make 
the  storm  really  mischievous.  His  method  of 
saving  the  situation  must  necessarily  be  devised 
at  the  signal  cost  of  either  Imperial  Prerogatives 
or  popular  privileges,  contending  forces  which, 
if  left  to  themselves,  will  ultimately  work  out  a 
modus  vivendi  without  any  very  terrible  tale  of 
carnage  on  either  side. 


A  BRAVE  MAN. 

An  act  of  humane  gallantry,  performed  by  Mr. 
Tajiri,  a  clerk  in  the  Tottori  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office,  is  described  by  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun.  Last  October,  just  when  the  terrible  in- 
undations of  that  time  were  commencing,  he 
was  sent  on  a  tour  of  inspection  which  took 
him  through  the  village  of  Matsubara.  Seeing 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  village  would  soon 
be  submerged,  he  returned  thither  at  day-break 
the  following  morning  and  found  that  the 
houses  were  almost  completely  under  water, 
the  unfortunate  inmates  were  cut  off  from  suc- 
cour, their  boats  being  moored  at  some  distance, 
and  that  the  people  of  the  vicinity  were  too 
much  alarmed  on  their  own  account  to  render 
any  effective  aid.  He  attempted  to  swim  to  the 
boats  but  was  unable  to  reach  them  on  account 
of  the  current,  and  would  have  failed  to  effect 
anything  had  not  the  boats  broken  from  their 
moorings  and  drifted  past  him  so  closely  that 
he  was  able  to  seize  them  as  he  swam.  After 
much  difficulty  he  persuaded  some  of  the  neigh- 
bours, and  toiling  throughout  the  whole  day, 
succeeded  in  rescuing  no  less  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  people,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet 
in  fact.  Mr.  Tajiri's  noble  conduct  has  been 
brought  officially  to  the  notice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  believed  that  he  will  be  suitably 
rewarded. 

YOKOHAMA  JIZENKAl  HOSPITAL. 

We  learn  that  a  public  entertainment  was  given 
at  the  Tomilake-tei,  Yokohama,  on  Sunday 
night  by  Kosan  and  a  few  other  famous  story- 
tellers of  Tokyo,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Jizen-kai  Hospital. 
The  affair  was  a  great  success,  over  one  thousand 
tickets  being  sold.  The  proceeds  were  handed 
over  to  the  Jizen-kai. 

SEWERAGE  IN  OSAKA. 

The  municipal  authorities  of  Osaka  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  faulty  sewerage  is  a  prime 
cause  of  the  city's  suffering  from  zymotic  dis- 
eases, and  that,  as  no  solid  relief  is  obtained  by 
the  outlay  of  large  sums  annually  for  purposes 
of  sanitation,  thorough  reconstruction  of  the 
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sewerage  system  must  be  undertaken,  The 
estimated  expense  of  the  work  is  700,000  yen, 
one  half  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  obtain  by 
municipal  rates,  the  remainder  being  raised  by 
a  loan  in  five  installments — one  of  thirty  thou- 
sand yen,  two  of  ninety  thousand,  one  of  fifty 
thousand,  and  one  of  seventy-five  thousand- 
repayment  commencing  in  1899  and  ending  in 
1904.  The  work  will  be  five  years  in  process 
of  construction.  Approval  has  not  yet  been 
obtained  from  the  City  Assembly,  but  no  serious 
opposition  is  anticipated. 

DYSENTERY. 

The  Governor  of  Kanagawa  has  issued  the  fol- 
lowing Instruction  with  reference  to  preventive 
measures  in  the  matter  of  dysentery  : — "  Last 
year,  when  dysentery  made  its  appearance  in 
Osumi  District,  the  Local  Authorities  adopted 
special  measures  to  prevent  its  spread.  But 
their  measures  were  apparently  inefficacious, 
for  during  the  same  year  551  persons  were  at- 
tacked by  the  disease  and  107  succumbed  to  it. 
Past  experience  indicates  that  epidemics  do  not 
develop  their  full  virulence  in  the  first  year  of 
their  appearance,  but  are  much  more  fatal  and 
wide-spread  when  they  re-appear  the  following 
year.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  adopt  the  strictest  preventive  measures  before 
the  hot  weather  sets  in  this  year,  since  otherwise 
the  epidemic,  should  it  again  break  out,  may 
work  great  mischief. 

lot  1, 

There  are  various  ways  of  stimulating  the 
imagination.  "  Pierre  Loti's  "  way  is  to  dress 
himself  in  the  garb  of  the  time  and  country  about 
which  he  is  writing,  and  to  surround  himself 
with  objects  characteristic  of  the  people  and 
the  era  which  he  describes.  Then  his  genius 
awakes.  But  it  would  seem  that  to  be  sur- 
rounded with  realities,  to  live  actually  in  the 
country  and  among  the  people  of  which  he 
speaks,  does  not  suit  him.  His  imagination 
may  strike  the  truth  when  the  truth  is  at  a  dis- 
tance, but  when  the  truth  lies  visible  at  hand, 
the  absence  of  occasion  for  exercising  his  imagi- 
nation involves  erratic  results.  When  he  was  in 
Japan  he  could  have  discovered  facts  by  merely 
opening  his  eyes.  But  that  would  have  been 
too  prosy.  He  kept  them  shut,  and  discovered 
fancies.  _____ 

THE  LABOUR  QUESTION   IN  JAPAN. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
is  taking  steps  to  procure  trustworthy  informa- 
tion about  the  relations  between  employers  and 
employed  in  the  manufacturing  industries  or- 
ganized during  recent  years  in  Japan.  The 
Tokyo  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  officially 
moved  toconducta  similar  investigation  lastyear, 
but  the  replies  elicited  by  its  queries  from  the 
various  factories  were  so  difficullto  reconcile  with 
apparent  facts,  that  the  results  were  counted  of 
no  value.  In  its  renewed  effort  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  been  guided 
by  that  experience.  On  the  15th  instant,  it 
invited  the  various  factories  and  guilds  to  send 
representatives  to  a  meeting,  at  which  a  pro- 
gramme of  investigation  was  determined. 

RAILWAYS  IN   THE  NORTH. 

According  to  the  Railway  Bill  passed  by  the 
Diet  in  its  fourth  session,  the  lines  between 
Fuknshima  and  Aomori,  and  Tsuruga  and 
Toyama  are  to  be  constructed  in  eleven  years, 
commencing  from  1893,  at  a  total  cost  of 
18,451,080  yen.  The  portion  of  this  sum  to  be 
raised  in  1893  was  3,040,000  yen,  leaving  an 
average  of  1  _  millions  approximately  for  each 
succeeding  year.  The  Jiji  Shimpo  says  that 
only  two  million  yen  were  employed  in  1893, 
and  that  an  amount— two  million  yen — some- 
what in  excess  of  the  average,  will  probably  be 
raised  for  the  purpose  during  the  current  year. 

THE  NAVAL  STANDING  S&UADRON. 

It  was  recently  stated  in  the  vernacular  press 
that  the  Naval  Department  contemplated  in- 
creasing the  Standing  Squadron  by  two  ships  so 
as  to  bring  its  number  up  to  eight.  This  ru- 
mour is  now  contradicted.  The  News  Agency 
explains  that  there  is  no  intention  of  increas- 


ing the  Standing  Squadron,  but  that  three  ships 
—the  Tsukushi  and  Oshima,  now  at  anchor 
in  Jinsen,  and  the  Akatsu,  now  in  Shanghai- 
are  to  be  attached  to  it  temporarily,  for 
purposes  connected  with  the  duly  of  protecting 
life  and  property  in  the  foreign  settlements.  The 
reason  assigned  for  this  step  is  not  very  clear, 
but  the  fact  that  the  three  vessels  above  named 
are  to  be  temporarily  attached  to  the  squadron 
is  distinct.  The  Tsukushi  is  a  steel  cruiser  of 
1,372  tons,  and  the  Oshima,  a  steel  gun-boat  of 
640  tons.  

THE  KOREAN  COMPLICATION. 

The  trouble  between  Japan  and  Korea  with 
reference  10  the  lallers  veto  upon  the  export  of 
rice,  has  been  happily  adjusted.  News  of  the 
fact  was  received  in  Tokyo  on  the  21st,  but  did 
not  appear  in  the  Official  Gazette  until  the 
22nd.  Particulars  are  not  given,  and  are  not, 
perhaps,  necessary.  It  is  enough  to  know 
that  Mr.  Otori's  repeated  representations  to  the 
Korean  Government  have  produced  the  desired 
effect,  and  that  the- edict  forbidding  the  export 
of  rice  is  to  be  revoked  from  the  3rd  of  March. 
Whether  any  compensation  will  be  demanded 
or  allowed  on  account  of  losses  incurred  during 
the  period  when  the  edict  was  in  force,  we  have 
not  learned.  

FATAL  ACCIDENT  ON    THE  "SAKATA  MARU. 

We  have  received  the  following  from  the  Yoko 
hama  Agency  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  :- 
"  We  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Head 
Office  has  received  news  from  the  steamer 
Sakata  Marti,  ashore  at  Fushiki,  to  the  effect 
that  on  the  18th  inst.,  whilst  some  15  coolies 
and  the  second  officer  Mr.  T.  Sugiyama,  were 
employed  in  clearing  out  the  after  tanks,  they 
were  drowned  through  a  sudden  break  out  of 
the  leak.  Everything  was  done  to  rescue  them, 
but  without  success.  The  bodies  of  ten  of  the 
coolies  were  recovered  on  Sunday  evening,  but 
up  to  latest  advices  the  body  of  Mr.  Sugiyama 
and  the  other  coolies  had  not  been  found." 


was  sentenced  by  the  Tokyo  Local  Court  on  the 
20th  instant  to  a  month's  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  and  a  fine  of  ten  yen.  Nishigori's 
accusations  against  his  fellow-clansmen  have 
fallen  very  flat,  but  he  seems  likely  to  drag 
down  into  the  mire  a  good  many  of  those  whose 
sympathy  and  assistance  he  enlisted  in  pro- 
secuting his  plot.  

THE  "  IMPERIEUSE." 

H.M.S.  Imperieuse  returned  to  Hongkong  from 
a  cruise  on  Feb.  13th.  She  proceeded  to  sea 
again  the  next  day,  intending  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Singapore  and  Borneo.  She  will  return  to 
Hongkong  in  March  in  time  to  meet  the  new 
flagship  Centurion.  Lady  Fremantle  accom- 
panied Admiral  Fremantle  to  Singapore  in  the 
Imperieuse.  H.M.S.  Alacrity  was  to  leave  for 
the  same  cruise  on  Feb.  16th,  and  H.M.S. 
Leander  on  the  20th  inst. 

DEATH  OF  DU,  HAAS. 

Doctor  Henry  Joseph  Haas,  of  the  M.M.  Co.'s 
steamer  Ortanien,  died  at  Woosung  on  the 
morning  of  February  15th.  He  was  taken  ill 
on  Tuesday,  but  on  Thursday  morning  drank  a 
little  milk,  said  he  felt  better,  and  almost  imme- 
diately expired,  his  death  being  the  result  of 
peritonitis.  The  deceased  had  served  in  the 
French  army  and  had  the  rank  of  Surgeon- 
Major.  He  saw  active  service  in  Mexico,  Algeria, 
and  Tongking,  and  was  an  Officer  of  the  Legion 
of  Honour.  

FIRES. 

The  fatal  fire  at  Hongkong  on  Feb.  7th,  which 
was  caused  by  a  spark  from  a  cracker  alighting 
on  a  slock  of  crackers  in  a  paper-seller's  shop, 
entailed  the  loss  of  fourteen  lives.  The  con- 
tents of  the  place  were  insured  in  the  Meiji 
Office  for  $2,500.  The  Hongkong  Dispensary 
in  Stanley-street  also  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
destruction  by  fire  the  same  night,  and  from  the 
same  cause — a  cracker  spark. 


WELCOMING  THE  SPRING  IN  SHANGHAI 

February  4th  being  the  festival  of  the  Spring 
Solstice,  the  Shanghai  magistrate  and  his  sub- 
ordinates, the  assistant  and  deputy  magistrates 
of  the  native  city,  performed  the  ceremony  of 
welcoming  the  spring  cow  and  god  of  the  year, 
clad  in  full  regimentals  and  attended  by  a  com- 
plete retinue  of  tag-rag  and  bob-tail.  The  man- 
darins proceeded  beyond  the  South  Gate  to  the 
temple  of  the  Year  God,  where  they  were  met 
by  some  men  clad  in  ancient  garments  with  a 
paper  cow  and  a  boy.  The  cow  had  a  black 
head,  red  back,  yellow  stomach,  yellow  legs, 
and  a  red  tail.  The  paper  boy  represented  the 
Year  God.    The  procession  then  filed  back  to 

the  yamen.  

A  shipmaster's  warning. 
Captain  F.  C.  Mellan,  master  steamer  Romnev, 
informs  the  British  Consul-General  at  Shanghai 
that  the  beacon  which  was  on  Gotzu  Reef, 
Hayasaki  Channel,  and  marked  on  late  Ad 
miralty  charts,  does  not  now  exist,  having 
been  destroyed  by  a  typhoon  some  three 
months  ago.  According  to  the  sailing  direct 
ions  for  Kuchinotzu  recently  issued  by  the 
Mitsu  Bussan  Kaisha  in  tTieir  book  on  Miike, 
the  Gotzu  rock  is  a  dangerous  one,  as  it 
lies  at  the  entrance  to  Shimabara  Gulf  and  un- 
covers five  feet  at  low  water.  It  is  the  only 
danger  in  the  Hayasaki  Channel. 

DECORATIONS. 

It  is  gazetted  that  Mr.  P.  de  Groote,  Secretary 
of  the  Belgian  Legation,  has  been  decorated 
with  the  Third  Class  of  the  Order  of  the  Rising 
Sun,  while  the  late  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Russian  Squadron  in  the  Pacific,  has  been 
decorated  with  the  First  Class  of  the  Order.  A 
few  other  distinguished  officials  in  the  French 
Foreign  Office  have  also  been  decorated. 


OCEAN  RACE. 

An  interesting  ocean  race  started  from  New 
York  on  27th  December  between  the  ships 
Matterhom  and  Brynhilda,  both  bound  to 
Shanghai.  The  Matterhom  is  a  four-masted 
barque  of  1,839  tons,  owned  by  Russell  &  Co., 
Greenock,  while  the  Brvnhilda  is  a  three-masted 
ship  of  1,400  tons,  owned  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Carmi- 
chael,  Glasgow. 

THE  TEA  ASSOCIATIONS. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Tea  Associations 
recently  organized  is  to  export  brick  tea  to 
Russia.  The  leaf  of  the  Kiushu  plant  being 
comparatively  small/is  said  lobe  suited  for  that 
purpose.  Whether  any  connection  with  the 
distributing  centres  in  Russia  has  been  esta- 
blished, we  do  not  discover. 

SALE  OF  THE  "  TEHERAN." 

The  Japanese  fleet  of  ocean-going  steamships 
is  steadily  being  augmented.  We  hear  that, 
after  negotiations  extending  over  some  weeks, 
the  P.  &  O.  steamer  Teheran  has  been  sold  to 
Japanese  for  the  sum  of  .£10.000,  delivery  to  be 
taken  on  the  14th  March. — Kobe  Chronicle. 


THE  CHIEF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

Mr.  Nakane  Juichi,  hitherto  Councillor  of  the 
Law  Bureau,  has  been  appointed  Chief  Secretary 
of  the  House  of  Peers  vice  Mr.  Kaneko  Kentaro, 
whose  transfer  to  the  Vice-Ministership  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce  recently  took  place. 

PROFESSOR  MILNE. 

Among  the  medals  to  be  presented  at  the  anni- 
versary meeting  of  the  Geological  Society  of 
London,  which  was  to  be  held  on  Friday,  the 
1 6th  February,  we  learn  that  the  Lyell  medal 
was  to  be  awarded  to  Professor  John  Milne, 
F.R.S.,  of  Tokyo. 


l.  HIRANUMA  SENZO.  CHIEF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

Mr  Hiranuma  Senzo,  the  well  known  Yoko-  The  Nichi Nichi  Shimbun  says  that  Mr.  Na- 
hama  money-lender,  who  was  arraigned  on  a  kane  Juichi,  a  Counci  lor  ,n  the  Law  Bureau  ha 
charge  of  giving  false  evidence  in  connection  been  appointed  Chief  Secretary  of  the  House  of 
with  the  Soma  case,  has  been  found  guilty,  and  I  Peers. 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


fA  PA  NESE  J  URISDICTION 


WE  diil  not  imagine  th.it  the  Japan 
Gazette  would  have  had  the  couragt 
to  attempt  any  defence  of  the  wholly  unten- 
able position  assumed  by  it  with  regard  to 
the  laws  of  Japan.    What  we  supposed  was 
that  the  editor  of  the  Gazette  had  been 
misled  in  one  case  by  a  singularly  errone- 
ous translation,    in    another    by  flighty 
stories  of   shipping  clerks  and  barber's 
boys,  and  that  he  himself  would  be  the 
first   to   acknowledge    his    collection  of 
errors  when  clear  and  publicly  accessible 
proofs  were  furnished.    But  we  were  mis- 
taken.   Though  its  avowed  object  is  to 
place  before  its  readers  the  actual  provi- 
sions of  Japanese  laws,  and  though  direct 
reference  to  the  text  of  the  laws  shows  that 
every  one  of  its  charges  against  them  is 
wholly  baseless,  the  Japan  Gazette  never- 
theless essays  to  maintain  the  justice  of  its 
original  strictures.    Such  an  impossible 
task  could  not  fail  to  betray  our  contem- 
porary into  fresh  extravagances;  extrava- 
gances so  flagrant  that  the  most  cursory 
reader    cannot   be   deceived    by  them. 
Nevertheless,  for  the  sake  of  the  Gazette's 
avowal  of  a  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth, 
we  devote  a  brief  space  to  further  expla- 
nations. 

It  now  appears  that  our  contemporary's 
sole  standard  of  good  law  is  the  law  of 
England.    With  the  law  of  Germany,  the 
law  of  Italy,  the  law  of  Belgium,  it  will 
have  nothing  to  do.    "  We  never  upheld 
the  laws  of  those  countries  as  models,"  it 
says.    So,  then,  the  laws  of  Japan  must  be 
better—*.?,  better  in  British  estimation 
than  the  laws  of  Germany,  of  Italy,  of 
Belgium,  before  foreigners  can  be  safely 
placed  under  Japanese  jurisdiction.  We 
shall  not  insult  our  contemporary's  in 
telligence  by  assuming  that  it  intends  to 
support    such    a   monstrous  proposition 
as  that. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  point  in 
dispute—inviolability  of  domicile-— we  are 
not  aware  that  any  difference  exists  be 
tween   the  laws  of  England  and  those  of 
countries   like    Germany    and  Belgium. 
The  Japan  Gazette,   however,  seeks  to 
elude  the  real  issue  by  pretexting  such  a 
difference,  though   without   making  any 
attempt  to  demonstrate  it.    There  is  no 
occasion  to  be  misled  by  a  device  of  that 
kind.    The  question  is  simple— does  the 
law  of  Japan  entitle  policemen  to  enter 
private  houses  without  a  warrant  for  any 
purpose  other  than  that  of  seizing  a  flag- 
rant offender  ?     The  Japanese  Code  of 
Criminal  Procedure  exists  in  two  forms  :  a 
French  version,  which  is  officially  author- 
lzed,  and  a  Japanese  version.    The  two  ver- 
sions are  identical  in  meaning.  The  French 
version  says  that  arrests  may  be  made  with- 
out warrants  when  a  policeman  "  surpren- 
dra  an  individu  an  moment  bu  il  commet 
un  crime."    The  Japanese  version  says  that 
such  arrests  may  be  made  by  a  police- 
man "when  he  has  knowledge  of  the  fact 


of  a  flagrant  crime  "  {Kcizai  no  ^enkohan 
ark  koto  wo  shiritaru  toki  wa).     By  no 
possible  perversion  of  language  can  either 
of  these  versions  be  interpreted  as  con- 
ferring on  the   police  authority  to  enter 
a  house  without  a  warrant  except  lor  the 
purpose  of  arresting  a  person  whom  they 
know  to  be  committing  a  flagrant  offence. 
It  will  be  observed,  doubtless,  that  the 
provision   contains    no    direct  reference 
whatever    to    entering    houses.     But  of 
course  if  the  police  are  entitled  to  go  any- 
where and  everywhere  without  a  warrant 
on  the  chance  of  finding  an  offender,  then 
they   can   eifter  private  houses  for  that 
purpose.    In  order  to  establish  that  the 
law  does  confer  on  them  that  license,  the 
Japan  Gazette,  in  its  first  translation  of 
the  Article  in  question,  inserted  the  words 
"  have  reason  to  suspect,"  thus  making  the 
law  read  that  arrests  may  be  effected 
without  warrants  "whenever  the  police 
are  aware  of,  or  have  reason  to  suspect, 
the  actual  commission  of  offences."  Now 
these  forged  words,  "  have  reason  to  sus. 
pect,"  radically  alter  the  whole  character 
of   the  provision.    As  it  stands  in  the 
French  authorized  translation  and  in  the 
Japanese  original,  it  is  simply  a  provision 
enabling  the  police  to  dispense  with  the 
tedious  formality  of  a  warrant  when  flag- 
rant offences  have  to  be  dealt  with.  As 
it  stands  in  the  Japan  Gazette's  forged 
version  it  becomes  a  provision  enabling 
the  police  to  seize  without  a  warrant  any- 
body whom  they  suspect  to  be  a  violator  of 
the  law.    No  writer  endowed  with  ordinary 
intelligence  could  fail  to  apprehend  this 
fundamental  difference.    No  writer  pos 
sessing  the  most  rudimentary  knowledge 
of  Japanese,  French,  and  English  could 
pretend  to  endorse  the  Japan  Gazette's 
version.    Yet,  even  when  plainly  convicted 
of  having  based  its  argument  on  a  forged 
clause — by  whomsoever  forged — the  Japan 
Gazette  has  now  the  wonderful  audacity  to 
declare  that  the  Japanese  word  "  shiri- 
taru," the  French  word  " surprendra," and 
the  English   word   "  know  "  may  each  be 
translated  "be  aware  of  or  have  reason  to 
suspect." 

Since  the  Japan  Gazette  does  not  he- 
sitate to  expand  a  common  and  per- 
fectly unequivocal  verb  into  two  verbs 
of  palpably  different  meaning,  and  that, 
too,  in  the  translation  of  laws,  a  work 
demanding,  above  all  others,  strict  accu- 
racy, we  cannot  reasonably  expect  it  to 
concern  itself  about  the  legal  definition  of 
the  word  "  flagrant  act  "  {genko),  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  the  Article  quoted. 
Yet  the  definition  lies  at  the  root  of  the 
matter.  The  Article,  we  repeat,  treats 
simply  of  the  arrest  of  flagrant  offenders, 
and  says  nothing  whatever  about  entering 
houses.  To  discover  in  what  cases,  if  any, 
the  power  of  arrest  it  confers  may  be  taken 
to  mean  arrest  within  a  private  house, 
some  supplementary  and  correlated  law 
must  be  examined.  What  then  is  a  flag- 
rant  offence,  and   under   what  circum- 


stances can  a  flagrant  offender  be  appre- 
hended by  the  police  j„  a  p,ivat(.  |)01JSC.  ? 
The    law    is    perfectly    explicit    on  this 
point.     The  two  articles  of  the  Code  of 
Criminal  Procedure  (Arts.  56  and  57)  im- 
mediately  preceding  that  quoted  by  the 
Gazette,  define  "  flagrant  offence"  and  its 
"  assimilated  acts"  to  be  \    (1)  An  offence 
discovered  at  the  moment  when  it  is  com- 
mitted.   (2)  The  case  of  an  individual  pur- 
sued as  an  offender  by  the  cries  of  one  or 
several  persons.     (3)  The  case  where  an 
individual  being  found  in  the  possession 
of  arms,  implements,  or  other  objects,  or 
presenting  on  his  body  or  dress  palpable 
traces  of  an  offence,  there  is  ground  to  sus- 
pect him  of  being  an  offender.    (4)  The 
case  where  the  head  of  a  house  requisi- 
tions the  aid  of  a  magistrate  to  establish 
an  offence  committed  in  his  house,  or  to 
arrest  the  presumed  author  of  an  offence. 
Here,  then,  we  find  ourselves  on  ground 
so  plain  that  no  prevarication  or  miscon- 
struction is  possible.    The  police  may, 
without  a  warrant,  arrest  a  person  whom 
they  discover  in  the  very  act  of  commit- 
ting an  offence  ;  or  a  person  who  is  pursued 
with  hue  and  cry  as  an  offender;  or  a 
person  on  whom  they  find  palpable  evi- 
dence of  crime  committed   or  intended  ; 
or  a  person  for  whose  apprehension,  as  an 
offender,  the  householder  in  whose  house 
he  is,  makes  application  to  a  magistrate. 
In  one  and  only  one  case  are  the  police 
empowered  to  enter  a  private  house  for  the 
purpose  of  apprehending  an  individual 
whom  they  do  not  actually  see  in  the  act 
of  committing  an  offence,  or  concerning 
whom  they  have  not  visible  evidence  of 
lawbreaking,  and  in  that  sole  case  the  pre- 
vious requisition   of  the  master   of  the 
house  to  a  magistrate  is  essential.  After 
this  expose  of  the  law,  we  imagine  that 
neither  the  evidence  of  barber's  boys,  nor 
yet  appeals  to  imaginary  differences  be- 
tween English  law  and  German  law,  nor 
yet    the    ingenious    device    of  interpo- 
lating in    the  body   of  a  Japanese  law 
fabricated  clauses  wholly  subversive  of  its 
meaning,  will  justify  the  Japan  Gazette's 
marvellous  contention  that  the  police  are 
empowered    to  enter  private  houses  at 
any  moment  on  suspicion. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  bewildering 
task  of  establishing  the  impossible  and 
sustantiating  the  imaginary  should  have 
broken  down  the  Japan  Gazette's  reason- 
ing faculties.  But  the  facts  surpass  any- 
thing that  could  have  been  anticipated. 
What  our  contemporary  undertakes  to 
prove  is  that  the  Japanese  police  may 
enter  a  private  house  at  any  time  without 
a  warrant.  The  evidence  it  has  to  adduce 
in  support  of  its  assertion  is  that  the  law 
permits  the  police  to  arrest,  without  a 
warrant,  any  one  whom  they  "know,"  to 
be  a  flagrant  offender.  "  How  are  the 
policemen  to  'know,'"  says  the  ingenu- 
ous Gazette,  "until  they  have  entered  a 
house?"  Our  contemporary  is  reduced 
to  such  a  state  of  mental  confusion  as  to 
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be  incapable  of  perceiving  that  if  the 
police  cannot  acquire  the  necessary  know- 
ledge without  illegally  entering  a  house  to 
seek  it,  then  they  must  dispense  with  the 
pleasure  of  making  warrantless  arrests. 
That  is  all  there  is  about  it.  The  nec- 
cessity  of  "knowing"  that  a  flagrant 
offence  is  in  process  of  commission  does 
not  justify  any  and  every  method  of  ac 
quiring  that  knowledge.  A  correspond 
ing  proposition,  deduced  from  every-day 
life,  would  be:— A  man  has  the  privilege 
of  shaking  hands  with  any  lady  at  whose 
table  he  has  dined  ;  therefore  he  is  entitled 
to  force  his  way  into  the  house  of  any 
lady,  for  how  can  he  dine  with  her  until 
he  has  entered  her  residence  ? 

We  would  finally  remind  the  Gazette 
that  the  question  turns  on  the  written  laws 
of  Japan,  not  on  tales  constructed  from 
the  experiences  of  shipping  clerks  and 
barber's  boys.  The  Gazette  has  advanced 
three  charges  against  the  laws  of  this 
country.  We  have  shown,  by  verbatim 
quotations  from  the  laws  themselves,  that 
the  first  of  those  charges  is  a  fable,  the 
second  a  forgery,  and  the  third  a  series  of 
fabrications.  If  our  contemporary  can  find 
any  logical  method  of  escape  from  such  a 
humiliating  position,  we  invite  it  to  make 
the  essay.   

LIFE  INSURANCE. 


THE  discussion  commenced  by  a  corre- 
spondent of  the  London  Economist 
with  reference  to  the  Tontine  system  of  life 
insurance  has  excited  much  interest  in  the 
East,  and  has  been  the  means  of  showing 
that  many  people  labour  under  great  mis- 
conceptions as  to  the  differences  between 
the  systems  of  insurance  under  discussion 
and  as  to  their  relative  advantages.  The 
question  is  of  vital  importance  to  every 
one  upon  whom  devolves  the  responsibility 
of  providing  for  those  he  leaves  behind 
him.    Could  a  man  be  sure  of  three  things 
—first,  that  his  life  will  be  prolonged  for 
a  certain  number  of  years;  secondly,  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  that  period  the 
"  spirit  of  effective  economy,"  as  MILL  calls 
it,  will  sway  him  sufficiently  to  induce  the 
putting  by  of  a  fixed  sum  of  money  an 
nually  ;  and  thirdly,  that  for  the  sums  thus 
put  by  he  will  always  be  able  to  find  pro 
fitable  and  safe  forms  of   investment — 
could  he  be  sure  of  these  three  things, 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  him  to 
have  recourse  to  life  insurance.    But  since 
he  cannot  be  sure  of  any  one  of  them, 
there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  insure  his  life 
Under  what  system,  then,  should  he  in- 
sure ?   Thirty-five  years  ago,  there  was  no 
occasion    to   give  oneself   any  concern 
about  a  choice.    Only  one  system  then 
existed— the  old  English  system,  the  basis 
of  which  was  that  a  number  of  capitalists 
combined  to  form  a  company  on  a  joint 
stock  arrangement,  the  company  under- 
taking the  business  of  insuring  lives  and 
appropriating,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 


jectors and  shareholders,  the  greater  part 
of  the  profits  accruing  from  the  business. 
Evidently  the  longer  the  life  of  a  person 
insured  under  such  a  system,  the  smaller 
the  advantage  he  derived  from  it.  To 
correct  that  hardship,  a  modification  was 
introduced  providing  that  the  payment  of 
premia  should  terminate  after  a  certain 
number  of  years,  and,  again,  some  com- 
panies gave  to  policy-holders  at  fixed  in- 
tervals, a  share  of  the  profits  earned.  But 
in  effect,  the  old  system  was  modelled  on 
the  lines  of  an  ordinary  commercial  enter 
prise :  that  is  to  say,  the  business  was 
carried  on  in  the  interests  of  a  limited 
number  of  persons,  the  shareholders.  In 
1859,  however,  the  idea  of  cooperation 
was  extended  to  the  field  of  life  insur- 
ance.    A  company— the  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States 
was  started,  the  principle  of  which  was  that 
every  policy-holder  should  be  a  shareholder 
to  the  amount  of  his  policy  ;  should,  in 
fact,  engage  on  his  own  account  in  the 
business  of  life  insurance,  deriving  regular 
profits  on  all  the  money  invested  by  him 
in  the  form  of  annual  premia,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  obtaining  for  himself,  the  usual 
advantages  of    life    insurance.     It  need 
scarcely  be  said  that  marked  success  at 
tended  this  innovation  from  the  outset 
It  stood  to  preceding  methods  of  insurance 
in  the    same    relation    that  cooperative 
aocieties  stand    to   ordinary  mercantile 
firms.    By  and  by  another  feature  was 
added  at  the  suggestion  of  a  Mr.  TONTINE, 
whose  name  it  thenceforth  bore.  This 
new  departure  enabled  a  man  to  take  out 
s  policy,  the  premia  on  which  should  be 
paid  for  a  fixed  number  of  years  only- 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty,  as  determined  at  the 
time  of  taking  out  the  policy.  During 
that  time  the  full  annual  premium,  un 
diminished  by  bonuses,  had  to  be  paid. 
If  the  insured  died  within  the  period,  his 
heirs  received  the  amount  of  the  policy 
If  he  lived,  he  became  entitled  to  a  full 
share  of  all  the  profits  accumulated  during 
the  period,  and  he  might  take  that  share 
in  various  ways,  which  may  be  summed  up 
by  saying  that  he  could  receive  either  a 
sum  in  cash,  or  an  annuity,  or  a  paid-up 
policy  for  an  amount  considerably  larger 
than  that    of  the  original   policy.  The 
Tontine  system  was'inaugurated  in  1871. 
In  laying  the  system  before  the  public, 
the  directors  of  the  "  Equitable  "—which 
Company    inaugurated    it— appended  an 
estimate  of  the  profits  that  they  expected 
to  make  during  the  next  two  decades  :  in 
other  words,  an  estimate  of  the  profits 
that   each    holder  of   a    Tontine  policy 
would  be  entitled  to  share  at  the  end  of 
his  Tontine  period.    The  first  period  of 
twenty  years  terminated  in  1891,  and  there 
was  naturally  much  curiosity  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  Company's  original  estimate 
had  been  verified  by  experience:  what  pro- 
fit,   in    short,    the    holders    of  Tontine 
policies  actually  received,   as  compared 
with  the  profit  which  they  had  been  led  to 


expect.    It  was  this  comparison  that  the 
London  Economist  recently  undertook  to 
make,  and  its  conclusions,  being  unfavour- 
able, have  caused  a  good  deal  of  curiosity 
and  some  anxiety,  for  the  "  Equitable"  is 
now  a  great  Company,  doing  an  immense 
business,    and  insuring  a    multitude  of 
lives.  The  Economist  showed  that  the  re- 
sults of  twenty  years  working  had  not  been 
so  good  as  originally  forecast,  and  that  the 
benefits  accruing  to  holders  of  Tontine 
policies  at  the  end  of  the  Tontine  period 
of  twenty  years  had  not  been  equal  to  the 
benefits  predicted  when  the  policies  were 
taken  out.    For  the  sake  of  strict  accuracy 
it  should  be  mentioned  here  that  these 
benefits  are  not  wholly  a  matter  of  es- 
timate.   Included  among  them  is  a  share 
of  the  Company's  reserve  at  the  time  of 
taking  out  the  policy,  and  the  reserves 
being  then  a  known  quantity,  the  insured's 
share  of  them  is  also  known.  Otherwise, 
however,  the   profits    coming  to  him  at 
the  end  of  the  period  depend  upon  the 
success  of  the  Company's  operations,  and, 
pending  an  official  refutation  of  the  Eco- 
nomist's  figures,  it  certainly  appears  that 
the  success  achieved  during  the  interval 
from  1873  to  1893  was  not  as  great  as  the 
Company  predicted  in  its  prospectus  issued 
at  the  former  date.    None  the  less  it  was 
a  remarkable  success.    What  each  policy- 
holder found  was  that  all  the  money  paid 
by  him  during  twenty  years  in  the  form 
of  premia  stood  to  his  credit,  together  with 
interest  at  the  rate  of  over  6  per  cent., 
as  the  maturing  endowments  show  ;  that 
he    could   recover  that    amount    in  full, 
or  devote  it  to  purchasing  either  a  paid- 
up  policy  for  an  amount  very  much  larger 
than  the  original  policy,  or  an  annuity; 
and  finally,  that  all  the  while  he  had  been 
thus  saving  up  his  money  and  receiving  a 
fine  rate  of  interest  on  it,  he  had  enjoyed 
the  security  of  having  his  life  insured.  It 
appears  to  us  that  insurance  managed  on 
such  a  system  as  that  gets  about  as  near 
being  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  the  in- 
sured as  any  system  can  get.    Of  course 
the  question  will  immediately  suggest  it- 
self, has  the  insured   to  pay  for  these 
privileges  a  higher  rate  of  premium  than 
is  charged  under  the  ordinary  system  ? 
With  regard  to  that,  we  find  on  closer 
examination  that  the  statement  made  re- 
cently in   these  columns  was  incorrect. 
The  rates  charged,  so  far  from  being  higher 
than  those  paid  under  the  ordinary  system, 
are  in  truth  conspicuously  low.    Out  of 
92  old-system  insurance  offices  tabulated 
Whitaker's  Almanack/'  only  5  offer 
better  rates  than  those  of  the  Equitable. 
ehT  circumstances  being  therefore,  so 
favourable,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  very 
great  interest  to  know  whether  policy- 
holders   may   reasonably  expect  that  the 
results  of  the  next  twenty  years'  work- 
ing will  be  as  good  as  the  results  of  the 
past  twenty  were.    The  Economist  thinks 
not,  and  is  disposed  to  infer  that  since 
the   Company's  original  estimates  have 
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been  shown  to  be  too  sanguine  after  two 
decades,  its  present  calculations  based  on 
the  Society's  experience  to  date  may  bo 
found  equally  in  excess  of  the  truth  twenty 
years  hence.    But  such  a  mode  of  argu- 
ment appears  misleading,  for  it  takes  no 
note  of  the  important  consideration  that 
whereas  the  Company  had  only  14  years' 
experience  in  1873,  when  it  commenced 
the  Tontine  system,  it  has  34  years'  ex- 
perience   now.     Its    forecasts   ought  to 
be  proportionately  more  trustworthy,  and 
its    methods    of    working    better  esta- 
blished.   It  may  be  difficult,  indeed,  for 
the   Company  to  obtain    hereafter  such 
high  interest  on  its  investments  as  it  has 
hitherto  obtained.    But  if  that  be  so,  the 
same  rule  will  obviously  apply  universally. 
Policy-holders  cannot   reasonably  expect 
to  receive  6^  per  cent,  on  their  premia  if 
no  such  rate  of  interest  be  procurable  in 
the  market  on  sound  security.     All  that 
they  can  fairly  look  for  is  that  their  shares 
in   the  Company — for  they  are  in  truth 
shareholders —will  yield  at  the  end  of  the 
next  twenty  years  returns  as  good,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  general  earning  power  of 
capital  during  that  time,  as  similar  shares 
have  now  yielded  with  regard  to  the  past 
twenty  years.  The  Economist  further  notes 
that  the  Company  has  lost  a  source  of  in 
come  by  modifying  its  forfeiture  clause 
Formerly  failure  to  pay  a  premium  at  any 
time  before  the  expiration  of  the  Tontine 
period  involved  forfeiture  of  all  premia 
previously  paid,  but  now  a  policy-holder 
who  ceases*  to  pay  his  premia  retains  a 
title  to  the  portion  of  his  policy  represent 
ed  by  past  payments.  Thus,  if  the  Tontine 
period  be  20  years  under  limited  payment 
or  endowment  forms,  and  the  amount  of 
the  policy  £1,000,  a  holder  who  stops  his 
payments  at  the  end  of  5  years,  is  entitled 
to  one-fourth  of  that  amount,  or  £250,  al 
his  death,  or,  under  the  latter  form,  to 
himself   at   maturity,   say   in    15  years. 
The  London   journal  argues   as  though 
considerable  profits  used  to  accrue  under 
the  old  forfeiture  clause,  but  that  does 
not  seem   at  all  probable,    and  at  any 
rate  such  a  source  of  gain  may  very  welt 
be  given   up.     It  remains  to  note  one 
point  upon  which  criticism  has  been  based. 
It  is  that  at  the  expiration  of  a  Tontine 
period,  an  insured  person  who  desires  to 
surrender  his  policy  for  a  paid-up  assur- 
ance larger  than  the  amount  of  the  original 
policy,  must  submit  to  medical  examina- 
tion.   Some  critics  appear  to  think  such  a 
condition  harsh  and  even  unjust.    But  it 
seems  plain  that  if  a    man  desires  the 
Company  to  accept  an  additional  risk  on 
his  life,  he  must  show  himself  to  be  a  fit 
subject.     We  presume  that  the  gauntlet 
thrown  down  by  the  Economist  will  be 
officially  taken  up.     But  in  the  meanwhile 
the  great  interest  of  the  subject  and  the 
evident  misconceptions  prevailing  about 
it,  justify  our  comments. 


FAMILIAR  METHODS. 


IT  used  to  be  a  matter  of  profound  sur 
prise  to  us  to  discover  the  singular 
views  attributed  to  this  journal  and  the 
extraordinary  interpretations  put  upon  our 
words  by  the  vigilant  critics  who  devote 
such  close  scrutiny  to  the  contents  of  our 
columns.    Surprise  was  subsequently,  re 
placed  by  amusement,  and  it  is  now  a 
subject  of  frequent  hilarity  to  learn,  on 
the    authority    of    our    ingenuous  cen 
sors,  that  we    are    renegades,    that  we 
are  hirelings,  that  we  have  betrayed  our 
country  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  that  we 
are   more  Japanese    than    the  Japanese 
themselves,  and  so  forth  and  so  on.  Some- 
times, however,  occasions  arise  when  a 
question  of  practical  interest  to  the  foreign 
community  has  to  be  answered,  and  it  is 
then  a  little  inconvenient  to  find  that  the 
propounders  of  the  question  have  about  as 
many  ways  of  escape  from  the  issue  raised 
by  themselves  as  rabbits  have  holes  in  a 
warren.    An  illustration  of  our  meaning  is 
now  on  the  tapis.    The  public  have  a  dis 
tinct  interest  in  knowing  what,  if  any, 
objectionable  features  are  presented  by 
Japanese  laws  ;  how  much,  if  any,  arbitrary 
interference  and    vexatious  surveillance 
are  permitted  to  the  police  by  those  laws 
Everybody  wants  to  know  that,  because 
the  knowledge  has  an  important  bearing 
on   foreigners'  willingness  to  submit  to 
Japanese  jurisdiction.    Various  assertions 
have  of  late  been  advanced  by  the  Japan 
Gazette  with  regard  to  Japanese  criminal 
law  and  criminal  procedure,  and  we  have 
shown,  by  verbatim  quotations  from  the 
laws  themselves,  that  those  assertions  are 
either   fables,   forgeries,  or  fabrications. 
Never  did  a  simpler  issue  present  itself 
for  discussion,  since  the  text  of  the  laws 
has  alone  to  be  considered,  and  the  laws 
of  Japan,  unlike  the  statutes  of  England, 
access  to  which  must  be  obtained  by  years 
of  study,  are  not  only  codified  in  brief  and 
easily  accessible  form,  but  have  also  been 
published  in  French,  the  French  version 
being  officially  authorized.    "The  laws  of 
Japan   permit,  this  ;   the   laws  of  Japan 
allow  that ;  the  laws  of  Japan  sanction  the 
other,"  says  the  Japan    Gazette.  One 
would  imagine,  then,  that  reference  to  the 
text  of  the  laws  themselves  should  suffice 
to    finally  establish    the   correctness  or 
incorrectness  of  the  Gazette's  declarations. 
One  is  the  more  disposed  to  arrive  at  that 
ordinary  conclusion,  because  the  Gazette, 
at  the  outset,  pinned  itself  to  the  proposi- 
tion : — "The  Constitution  provides  expli- 
citly for  the  abuses  we  have  denounced 
by    making  those    abuses    according  to 
law."    But,  in    point  of  fact,  the  laws 
which  it  thus  undertook  to   convict  of 
sanctioning  all  kinds  of  abuses,  have  been 
quietly  ruled  out  of  the  discussion  by  the 
Japan  Gazette,  which  now  takes  refuge 
solely  in  the  tales  told  by  a  foreigner  who 
deliberately  flouts  the  law  of  Japan  by 
keeping  a  public  lottery  and  who  has  been 


unsparingly    denounced    by    the  Japan 
Gaccttc  itself   for    his    lawless  conduct, 
and  by  a  barber's  boy  who  underwent  a 
sentence  of  imprisonment  for  an  offence 
to  the  commission  of  which  he  had  himself 
confessed.     Now,  in  all  gentleness,  we 
must  tell  the  Japan  Gazette  that  although 
the  stories  told  by  such  persons  may  con- 
stitute bases  for  its  own  leading  articles, 
they  have  no  manner  of  value  for  com- 
mon-sense folks  as  against  the  explicit 
provisions  of  the  Codes  themselves.  Were 
foreigners  placed  under  Japanese  jurisdic- 
tion, it  is  to  the  letter  of  the  Japanese 
Codes  that  they  would  look,  not  to  prece- 
dents established  by  quotations  from  the 
autobiographies  of  barber's  domestics  or 
flagrant  law-breakers.    We  do  not  care  a 
row  of  pins  what  kind  of  experiences  such 
individuals  may  have  had,  nor  yet  do  we 
care  how  keenly  the  Japan  Gazette  may 
sympathise  with  their  moving  grievances 
What  we  care  for  is  the  Law  of  Japan.  It 
is  equally  useless  for  our  contemporary  to 
talk  of  police  regulations.    Police  regula- 
tions can  not  over-ride  the  laws  of  the  land. 
Their  provisions  must  be  in  strict  accord 
with  those  laws.    If  the  Japan  Gazette 
can  quote  the  text  of  any  police  regulations 
which  violate  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
Codes,  it  will  have  furnished  interesting 
proof  of  an  abuse  demanding  immediate 
remedy.    But  it  will  not  have  established 
anything  whatever  against  the  laws  them- 
selves.   Failing  such  proof,  its  vague  re- 
ference to  imaginary   regulations    is  as 
worthless  as  are  its  flagrant  mis-state- 
ments of  the  published  law  and  its  arbitrary 
interpolations  in  the  text  of  special  articles. 

So  much  for  the  general  question.  Be- 
fore dismissing  it,  we  shall  refer,  as  a 
point  of  controversial  curiosity,  to  one  or 
two  of  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Japan 
Gazette,  in  order  to  find  some  means  of 
escape  from  its  embarrassing  situation. 

The  Japanese   Codes  —  Criminal  and 
Criminal  Procedure — exist  in  two  forms  ; 
the  Japanese  original  and  an  officially 
authorized  French    translation.     So  far 
as  concerns  the  great  mass  of  the  fo- 
reign residents,  the  provisions  of  the  laws 
are   accessible  only   through  the  French 
translation,  and  in  case  of  dispute  it  is  to 
the  French  translation  that  every  foreigner 
would  go,  since  that  translation  and  that 
only  is  officially  authorized  and  officially 
published.   Therefore,  when  reference  was 
made  to  the  text  of  a  particular  article  of 
the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  we  quoted 
the  French  authorized  translation  in  full. 
Further,  we  prefaced  our  quotation  by 
these  words  : — "  Here  is  the  official  French 
translation   of  the  Article  in  question." 
How  did  the  Japan  Gazette  reply  ?    Thus  : 
On  (sic)  the  meaning  of  the  Article 
and  the  Mail's  subterfuge  of  quoting  the 
French  which  it  alleged  to  be  the  original 
version,  we  must  leave  our  readers  to 
judge."     So  then,  according  to  the  Japan 
Gazette,  a  newspaper  which,  when  publish- 
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information  of  European  and  American 
readers,  quotes  from  the  officially  authorized 
French  translation,  is  guilty  of  "subter- 
fuge." Further,  the  Gazette  accuses  us  of 
"alleging  the  French  to  be  the  original 
version,"  whereas  our  words  were  "here 
is  the  official  French  translation  of  the 
article  in  question."  The  plainest  English 
has  evidently  no  significance  for  such  a 
critic,  and  the  mostslraightforward  methods 
are  incomprehensible  to  it.  It  can  not 
distinguish  between  the  terms  "transla- 
tion" and  "original,"  and  it  does  not 
hesitate  to  charge  a  writer  with  "subter- 
fuge" who  prefers  the  authorized  official 
translation  of  a  law  to  any  outside 
rendering. 

The  second  point  to  which  we  shall  refer 
is  this.   Among  the  baseless  "  grievances" 
tabulated  by  the  Japan  Gazette  as  in- 
cidental to  Japanese  jurisdiction,  was  the 
following  : — "  Public   censors    would  be 
able  to  enter  a  foreign  newspaper  office 
and    *    *    *    send  the  editor  and  pub 
lisher  to  jail  without  a  trial."     Now  it  is 
utterly  untrue  that  any  newspaper  editor 
and  publisher  in  Japan  can  be  sent  to  jail 
by  a  public  censor  without  a  trial.  There- 
fore we   wrote  thus: — "Here  again  we 
have  an  entirely  baseless  assertion,  except 
in  so  far  as  concerns  the  suspension  of 
newspaper.  Suspension  is  the  only  penalty 
that  can  be  inflicted  on  a  Japanese  news 
paper  without  due  recourse  to  the  Courts 
of  Law  and  to  public  trial.    The  Minister 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs  has  power  to 
order  the  suspension  of  a  journal,  merely 
on    the   ground    that   he    considers  its 
writing  prejudicial  to  public  peace  and 
good    order.     But    neither  he  nor  the 


police  have  power 
so  much  as  a  sen 
to  sentence  him  to 
prisonment.     If  his 


of 


to  impose  a  fine 
on  a  journalist,  or 
even  a  minute's  im 
offence  be  deemed 
worthy  of  criminal  punishment,  worthy  of 
fine  or  imprisonment,  he  must  be  arraign- 
ed before  a  judicial  tribunal,  like  any 
other  offender  against  the  law  of  the  land." 
It  will  be  seen  that  these  sentences 
do  not  contain  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  a 
comment,  whether  condemnatory  or  lauda- 
tory, on  the  press  law  of  Japan.  The 
language  employed  is  rigidly  limited  to 
an  explanation  of  what  the  law  really  is. 
The  law,  we  wrote,  permits  the  suspension 
of  a  newspaper  without  recourse  to  any 
judicial  process,  but  does  not  permit  the 
imprisonment  or  fining  of  the  editor  or 
publisher  without  judicial  process.  How 
does  the  Japan  Gazette  reply  ?  How  does 
it  justify  its  unpardonable  falsehood  that 
the  law  empowers  "  a  public  censor  to 
send  the  editor  and  publisher  of  a  news- 
paper to  jail  without  a  trial"?  Why 
thus  : — "  There  are  some  cases  which  even 
barristers  may  not  defend,  and  we  are 
pained  to  discover  that  any  English  news- 
paper can  pose  as  an  advocate  of  one  of 
the  most  tyrannical  laws  for  the  repression 
of  the  freedom  of  the  public  press  ever 
invented  outside  of  Japan."    So  then,  to 


state  what  a  law  is,  to  define  the  powers 
it  creates,  is  to  "  pose  as  its  advocate." 
Is  it  conceivable  that  any  honest  con- 
troversialist could  be  so  reckless  as  to 
charge  an  opponent  with  advocating  a 
law  the  provisions  of  which  he  has  simply 
stated?    We  do  not  find  it  conceivable. 
The  conclusion  forced  upon  us  is  that  the 
Japan  Gazette,  unable  to  explain  its  own 
false  statement  about  the  arbitrary  fining 
and  imprisonment  of  an  editor,  deliberately 
tries  to  discredit  us  by  pretending  that 
we  "  pose  as  advocates  "  of  the  suspension 
clauses  of  the  law.    Our  words  were  : — 
The  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
las  power  to  order  the  suspension  of  a 
journal,  merely  on  the  ground  that  he 
considers  its  writing  prejudicial  to  public 
peace  and  good  order."    Do  these  words 
contain  the  remotest  hint  of  approval? 
Not  the  remotest.    So,  too,  later  on  the 
Gazette  writes,  "  the  Mail  lays  great  stress 
upon  the  fact  that  the   Home  Minister 
does  all  this,"  and  then  proceeds  to  show 
that  the  Home  Minister  cannot  possibly 
do  it  all  but  must  of  necessity  delegate 
the  duty  to  police.     Now   where  have 
we   laid    "great    stress  on   the  fact?' 
Is   any   notion   of  "great  stress"  con 
veyed    in  our  simple  words   "  the  Mini 
ster  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  has  power' 
&c.  ?       In  truth,  all  this  only  serves  to 
deepen  the  impression  conveyed  by  the 
previous  writings  of  the  Japan  Gazette 
It  can  not  even   quote  a  contemporary 
journal's  language  correctly,  though  under 
taking  to  controvert  it.    It  can  not  employ 
even  the  commonest  fidelity  in  reproduc 
ing  an  opponent's  views.     It  does  not 
hesitate  to  put  into  his  mouth  words  which 
he  never  used,  to  attribute  to  him  opinions 
which  he  never  expressed,  to  charge  him 
with  advocating  principles  to  which  he 
never  made  the  faintest  allusion.  The 
whole  thing  is  a  miserable  display.  The 
laws  of  this  country  have  been  charged  by 
the  Japan  Gazette  with  sanctioning  three 
serious  abuses,  the  first  of  which  rests  on 
a  fable,  the  second  on  a  forgery,  and  the 
third   on   a  series  of  fabrications.  And 
now,  to  rehabilitate  itself  after  the  humili- 
ating expose  to  which  its  extraordinary  ig- 
norance and  carelessness  have  subjected  it, 
the  Gazette  proceeds  to  subject  our  words 
to  the  same   processes  of  misquotation, 
perversion,  and  falsification  that  the  laws  of 
Japan  have  already  undergone  at  its  hands. 


J  HE  UNION  INDUSTRIAL  GIRLS' 
SCHOOL  {"J  OS  HI  KIORIISU  SHO- 
KUGYO  GAKKO  "). 


IN  September,  1886,  when  the  movement 
for  raising  the  status  of  women  attract- 
ed a  large  share  of  public  opinion  in  Japan, 
there  was  established  in  Hitotsubashi- 
dori,  Kanda,  Tokyo,  a  school  the  purpose 
of  which  was  to  give  technical  instruc- 
tion to  girls.  The  founders  were  Messrs. 
HATTOHI  ICHIZO,  now  Governor  of  Iwate 
Prefecture,  but  then  chief  of  a  Bureau  in 


the  Educational  Department ;  NAGAI  Uyu- 
ICH1RO,  a  Secretary  of  the  same  Depart- 
ment;  and  Tejima  SeiiCHI,  Director  of 
the  Technical  School.     The  curriculum 
included  five  distinct  courses  of  study, 
namely,  plain  sewing  (Japanese  and  fo- 
eign),  fancy  work  of  all  kinds,  embroidery, 
painting,  and  artificial  flower  making.  A 
special  course  was  arranged  at  the  outset 
in  foreign  needlework  and  millinery,  and 
attracted  a  considerable  number  of  stu- 
dents, but  as  the  fashion  of  wearing  Oc- 
cidental costume  gradually  went  out,  the 
attendance  in  this  section  fell  off,  so  that 
finally  the  needlework  was  included  in  the 
same  course  with  Japanese  sewing  and 
and  the  millinery  became  a  branch  of  the 
fancy-work  course.    In  each  course  the 
students  are  divided  into  two  classes,  of 
which  one  graduated  in  three  years,  the 
other  in  one  year.    Frequently,  however, 
girls  pursue  the  studies  in  both  classes 
simultaneously.    From  the  beginning  the 
number  of  pupils  was  large:   it  reach- 
ed 217  in  the  first   year,    and   rose  to 
342  after  three  years,  since  which  time 
there  has  been  no  noteworthy  change,  the 
attendance  at  the  close  of  the  last  aca- 
demic year  being  365.    Our  readers  will 
probably  be  surprised  that  an  institution 
of  such  magnitude  has  hitherto  attracted 
so  little  public  attention.    But  the  policy 
of  the  school  seems  always  to  have  been 
avoidance  of  ostentation    ill  every  form. 
There  have  not  been  any  of  the  extensive 
graduation  ceremonies  usually  organized 
by  educational  institutions  Tor  purposes 
of  advertisement,  and  reliance  has  been 
placed  only  on  thoroughness  and  efficiency 
of  method.    In  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  school,  which  is  to  inculcate 
self-reliance,  the  expenditures  have  always 
been  defrayed  from  the  earnings,  no  bene- 
volent aid  of  any  kind  being  sought.  Each 
girl  attending  the  higher  courses  pays  a 
monthly  fee  of  1.30^7?,  and  each  student 
in  the  short  term  courses  80  sen.  These 
fees  are  emphatically  high.    They  virtually 
exclude  all  girls  of  humble  position,  and 
limit  the  advantages  of  the  institution  to 
the  middle  and  upper  classes.    The  fact 
is  fully  recognized,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by 
and  by,  when  the  finances  of  the  school  have 
been   placed  on  a  firmer  basis,  the  fees 
may    be    reduced  so  as    to    render  the 
courses  more  widely  accessible.    An  addi- 
tional income  of  some  three  hundred  yen 
yearly  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  girls' 
work,  but  of  that    sum  only  one-half  is 
applied  to   meet  /current    expenses,  the 
remainder  being  lodged  in  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  to  the  account  of  the  girls, 
who  receive    their    portion    of   it  after 
graduation.    The  total  annual  expenditure 
is  more    than  covered  by  the  fees  and 
earnings,  and  a  sum  varying  from  500  to 
1,000  yen  has  been  laid  by  every  year  to 
form  a  reserve,  which  would  by  this  time 
have  aggregated  some  five  thousand  yen 
had  not  a  considerable  portion  been  de- 
voted, in  1 89  r ,  to  the  erection  of  a  spacious 
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addition   to  th<    buildings.    There  was, 
however,  some  fifteen  hundred y$n  in  hand 
at  the  close  of  the  last  academic  year.  The 
Imperial  Court  evidently  takes  much  in 
terest  in  the  school,  and  has  extended 
special  patronage  to  it.     The  Empress 
visited  it  in  the  spring  of  1889,  and,  as  a 
memento  of  the  occasion,  bestowed  on  the 
institution  a  gift  of  200  yen,  which,  to 
gether  with  a  like  sum  also  given  by  Her 
MAJESTY  the  preceding  year  in  acknow- 
ledgement of  a  presentation  of  the  girls' 
productions,  was  carefully  laid  aside  to 
form    a    fund   the   interest  of  which  is 
applied  to  the    purchase    of  prizes.  In 
1892  the  Court  extended  another  favour 
to  the  school   by  endowing   it  with  the 
land  and   buildings   which   it   now  oc- 
cupies.    The    Imperial    interest  is  also 
shown  by  large  orders  for  artificial  flowers 
to  be  used  for  decorative  purposes  on 
State    occasions,   instead  of  the  natural 
flowers  formerly  employed.  Silver  medals 
were  bestowed  by  the  jurors  at  the  Paris 
and  Columbian  Exhibitions  on  the  exhibits 
sent  from  the  school,  and,  on  the  whole, 
it  has  attained  a  measure  of  success  that 
promises  to  be  permanent.     The  total 
number  of  girls  that  had  graduated,  up  to 
the  end  of  the  sixth  academic  year  (1893) 
was  469,  an  average  of  over  78  annually. 
It  would   be    interesting  to    know  how 
many  of  these  girls  have  made  their  school 
acquirements  serve  as  means  for  earning 
an  independent  livelihood,  but  we  have 
no  information  on  that  point.    We  may 
note  that,  more  than  once,  girls  of  West 
ern  origin  have  been  among  the  students, 
and  that  no  less  than  seven  of  them  were 
in  attendance  at  one  time.    It  is  a  charm- 
ing sight  to  see  the  girls  at  work.    A  visit 
to  the  school  will  well  repay  the  trouble 
of  going  there. 


RECIPROCITY. 


PEOPLE  who  have  studied  the  history 
of  Japan's  industrial  development  are 
familiar  with  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of 
the  1 6th  century,  when  Korea  was  overrun 
by  the  troops  of  the  Taiko,  a  number  of 
the  peninsular  kingdom's   experts  were 
made  captive  and  carried  back  to  Japan 
These  men  were  not  ordinary  prisoners 
taken  with  arms  in  their  hands.  Their 
capture  was  made  in  obedience  to  orders 
issued  by  HlDEYOSHl,  who,  being  well  in 
formed  of  the  comparatively  high  standard 
that  Korea  had  obtained  in  the  technical 
arts,  and  being  constantly  solicitous  to 
encourage  Japan's  progress  in  the  same 
direction,  had  conceived  the  idea  of  ob- 
taining Korean  assistance  by  the  most 
efficacious  route   that    presented  itself, 
namely,  by  seizing  a  number  of  Korean 
experts  and  transporting  them,  nolentes 
volentes,  to  Japan.    One  result  of  this 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  great  captain  and 
statesman  was  that  a  number  of  the  captive 
Koreans  settled  in  Satsuma  and  devoted 
themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  the  keramic 


art,  becoming  the  originators  of  the  most 
beautiful    faience  ever  manufactured  in 
Japan.    Perhaps  we  ought  to  add  that  the 
credit  of  producing  the  well-known  Salsu 
ma-yaki,  so  much  valued  by  modern  col 
lectors,  belongs  only  in  a  very  small  de 
gree  to  the  Korean  settlers  :  they  laid  the 
foundation   upon  which  Japanese  artists 
afterwards  built  so   successfully.  This 
by  the  way,  however.    What  immediate- 
ly concerns  our  subject  is  that  a  settle- 
ment  of    Korean    experts    was  formed 
in  Japan  more  than  three  centuries  ago, 
and  that,  until  quite  recently,  they  pre- 
served in  their  customs  and  fashions  many 
traces  of  their  alien    origin.  Curiously 
enough,   it   now   appears  that  a  similar 
settlement  of  Japanese  was  formed  in 
Korea  at  the  same  epoch.    We  read  in 
the  vernacular  press  that  in  a  mountainous 
district  of  Korea — a  district  which  we  fail 
to    identify    geographically—there   is  a 
hamlet  inhabited  by  some  three  hundred 
persons,  to  whom,  on  account  of  their 
essentially  Japanese  methods  of  cooking, 
the  attention  of  Japanese  merchants  travel- 
ling in  the  peninsula  has  been  occasionally 
drawn.    Inquiries  conducted  locally  have 
elicited  the  fact  that  the  founders  of  the 
hamlet  were  Japanese  warriors,  who,  hav- 
ing come  to  the  country  in  the  train  of  the 
Taiko's  generals,  were  taken  prisoners  by 
the  Koreans,  and  instead  of  being  put  to 
a  cruel  death,  as  was  the  custom  of  the 
time,  were  granted  residences  and  means 
of  sustenance  on  condition  that  they  re- 
mained quietly  in  the  kingdom  practising 
and  teaching  the  craft   of  gun-making, 
which,  having  been  imparted  to  the  Japan 
ese  by  Portuguese  immigrants,  was  better 
understood  in  that  empire  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Orient.    The  settlers  at 
the  village  of  Tsuboya,  in  Satsuma,  do  not 
appear  to  have  preserved  any  distinctive 
system  of  nomenclature,  but  the  Japanese 
settlers  at  the  village  of  Boku,  in  Korea, 
are  said  to  have  received  from  the  king 
the  family  name  of  Kin  which  they  have 
used  through  all  these  centuries.    It  is  an 
interesting  instance  of  international  re 
ciprocity.    The  Japanese  who  have  visited 
Boku  are  disposed  to  infer  from  informa 
tion  there  obtained  that  other  villages  of  a 
similar  origin  exist  in  the  peninsula. 


of  (lie  piemium  is  three  yeai  s,  wliicli  is  even  belter 
than  slated  in  the  Mail,  afler  winch  Irun  a  paid- 
up  policy,  to  be  cashed  either  afler  death  01  »i  the 
end  of  1  lie  original  endowment  policy,  will  be 
issued. 

As  I  am  one  of  the  many  people  in  the  East  who 
have  insuied  his  life  in  this  most  liberal  Society, 
the  "  Equitable,"  and  desire  that  no  misunder- 
standing may  be  entertained  with  tegard  to  its 
dealings,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favom  if  yon  will 
kindly  publish  this  lellei . 

I  may  add  that  I  was  insured  in  a  British 
Company,  and  that  on  account  of  their  illiberal 
treatment  I  dropped  their  policy,  and  took  one  Id 
the  "  Equitable." 

Enclosing  my  card,  I  am,  Sir,  yours  liuly, 

A  POLICY-HOLDER. 

February  171I1,  1894. 
[Our  correspondent  lias  not  read  our  article  carefully.  We  did 
not  mention  any  "  minimum  period"  for  surrendering  a  policy. 
l>ut  merely  gave  an  illustration  of  the  results  of  ceasing  to 
pay  piemia  after  5  years.  As  to  the  derivation  of  "  Tontine  " 
we  accept  "A  Policy-Holder's"  correction  with  due  acknow- 
ledgments.— Eo.  J. MA 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.] 


THE  "EQUITABLE." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— I  have  read  with  the  greatest  interest 
your  article  of  to-day's  dale  on  "  Life  Insurance," 
and  fully  agree  will)  your  appreciation  of  the 
Tontine  system.  I  beg,  however,  to  point  out 
that  the  originator  of  the  Tontine  system  was  not 
Mr.  Tontine,  but  a  celebrated  Italian  banker, 
Lorenzo  Tonti,  and  particulars  of  bis  scheme 
will  be  found  hi  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britaunica," 
ninth  edition,  Vol.  XXIII.,  page  444. 

I  should  like  further  to  point  out  that  the  mini- 
mum term  in  which  an  insurance  policy  can  be 
surrendered  in  case  of  discontinuing  the  payment 


LIFE  INSURANCE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail.'' 
Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  17th  hist.,  in  an  article 
on  the  above  subject,  you  write  :  — 

"Thirty. five  years  ago  there  was  no  occasion  to 
give  oneself  concern  about  a  choice,  Only  one 
system  then  existed.  [„  ,859,  how- 
ever, the  idea  of  cooperation  was  extended  to  the 
field  of  Life  Insurance.  A  company,  the  Equitable 
Life  Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States,  was 
started  " 

You  will  allow  me  to  correct  a  very  palpable 
error.  It  was  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  connection  with 
assurance  that  the  idea  of  cooperation  originated, 
and  this  at  a  time  consideiably  prior  to  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of 
the  United  States — considerably  prior  indeed  to 
the  foundation  of  the  United  Stales  themselves. 

In  1696  was  founded  the  Hand-in-Hand  Fire 
Assurance  Society,  probably  the  oldest  coopera- 
tive institution  in  the  world;  in  1836  this  be- 
came the  Hand-in-Hand  Fire  and  Life  Assurance 
Society.  The  "Amicable  Society"  for  mutual 
life  assurance  was  slatted  in  1706,  and  was  even- 
tually incoiporated  with  the  Norwich  Union 
Mutual  Life  Office,  founded  in  1808.  But  the 
most  influential  and  important  of  the  early  co- 
operative assurance  societies  is  the  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society,  founded  in  1762,  a  society 
that  carries  on  business  without  agents,  without 
the  payment  of  commission,  and  without  wasting 
its  substance  in  riotous  advertisement. 

Without  going  through  the  whole  list,  I  may  say 
that  there  are  in  existence  at  least  eleven  import- 
ant cooperative  life  assurance  societies  that  were 
founded  in  Great  Britain  prior  to  1859. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

MAURICE  EDEN  PAUL. 
Sendai,  February  18th,  1894. 


WANTED,  A  MEMORIAL. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  It  now  seems  to  be  only  a  question  of 
time— and  that  not  many  years — when  some 
practicable  plan  of  international  bimetallism  will 
be  adopted.  There  is  plenty  of  evidence  that 
England  is  waking  up  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  the  next  bimetallic  conference,  whe- 
ther it  meets  at  the  suggestion  of  England,  the 
United  Slates,  or  any  other  country,  will  surely 
not  adjourn  without  coming  to  some  definite  agree- 
ment in  regard  to  silver. 

All  bimetallists  agree  that  some  definite  inter- 
national arrangement  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
trade  and  industry  of  all  the  world,  particularly  of 
England  herself,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever, even  in  the  minds  of  those  most  impeivious 
to  the  arguments  of  the  bimetallists,  that  the  East 
will  be  an  enormous  gainer.  We  may  be  sure  that 
if  sil  ver  be  restored  to  its  old  par  with  gold,  the 
whole  face  of  mercantile  Yokohama  will  be  trans- 
formed. The  uncertainly,  the  general  air  of 
failure  that  now  characterizes  nearly  every  enter- 
prise, the  depression  of  nearly  all  securities,  it 
may  be  confidently  affinned,  will  not  pass  away 
until  silver  is  once  more  established  on  a  firm  basis. 

If  this  is  so,  does  it  not  behoove  the  merchants 
and  bankers,  especially  the  British  merchants  and 
bankers,  to  take  some  action  to  express  their 
opinion  ?  If  bimetallism  is  coming — and  who  can 
longer  doubt  it? — the  sooner  it  comes  the  belter. 
A  memorial  on  the  subject  presented  by  repre- 
sentative Englishmen  of  Yokohama  to  the  home 
government  would  contribute  something,  however 
little,  to  hasten  the  welcome  day.  The  present 
attitude  of  the  East  has  been  described  as  veering 
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between  the  policy  of  drift  and  the  policy  of 
despair.  Bui  indifference  and  submission  have 
never  accomplished  anything,  nor  do  they cha.ac- 
tenze  the  temper  of  the  Anglo-Saxon.  A  memo 
rial  Clearly  stating  the  evils  of  the 1  p.  esen ^ 
of  monetary  anarchy  would  undoubtely  expedite 
the  good  work. 

It  may  fairly  he  claimed  at  present:  (1)  that  the 
chief  obstacle  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
pondered  on  the  subject  of  bimetallism  is  not  any 
inherent  impracticability,  but  the  difficulty  of  in- 
ternational agreement;  (2)  that  much  of  this 
d.fficuliy  would  be  ove.con.e  if  England  expr  essed 
a  decisive  willingness  toward  a  common  under- 
standing  ;  (3)  Aat  some  of  the  most  «'»'""!' 
economists,  statesmen,  and  men  of  .titans  in 
England  are  trying  with  all  their  might  to  over- 
come English  inertia  and  prejudice. 

If  this  is  true,  is  there  any  room  for  doubt  that 
a  memorial  from  Yokohama  clearly  slating  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  f.om  bimetallism  might  be 
productive  of  much  good  ?  #  ^ 

February  17th,  1894. 
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CRUST." 


FOOTBALL. 

 ♦  — 

Y.C.  &  A.C.  v.  H.M.S.  "Caroline." 

The  football  match  on  Saturday  afternoon  be 
tween  H.M.S.  Caroline  and  a  team  of  the  Y.C.  & 
A.C,  was  favomed  with  most  genial  weather,  the 
sun  shining  out  from  a  pale  blue  sky  dapple.)  o'er 
with  faint  while  clouds,  beneath  which  scarcely  a 
breath  of  wind  was  stirring.  Owing  to  this  fortun- 
ate circumstance,  as  well  as  to  the  fact,  no  doubt, 
that  the  game  had  moie  than  a  local  interest, a  good 
many  spectator  put  in   an  appearance,  among 
them  a  fair  sprinking  of  ladies,  and  for  once  in  a 
way  the  Club's  tea-table  at  half-time  was  largely 
patronized.    The  Naval  team  led  off,  defending 
the  Pavilion  goal,  and  dining  the  gieater  part  of 
the  first  half  the  ball  was  in  their  territory.  They 
lacked  little  in  combination  and  dash,  however,  but 
the  wary  backs  of  the  home-team,  Pearson  and  Lias, 
could  never  be  passed.     Mair  and  Libeaud  on  the 
right  wing,  and   the  brothers  Cabeldu  on  the  left 
made  repeated  dashes  down  to  the  visitors'  goal, 
but  were  repelled,  time  and  again,  by  the  steady 
play  of  Waldram  and  Clarke,  while  Biss,  in  goal, 
could  always  be  relied    upon    to    relieve    in  an 
emergency.    Once  or  twice  Yokohama  seemed  on 
the  point  of  scoring,  but  their  front  line  fell  to 
pieces  opposite  goal,  or  else  over-shot  the  posts 
in  the  various  attempts   at  knotching  a  point. 
Cabeldu  had  had  several  trys  at  goal  ere  he  drew 
first  blood  for  his  team,  after  some  tangled  play  in 
front  of  goal,  and  then  he  was  a  trifle  favoured 
through  thegoal-keeper  being  out  in  the  field.  The 
Caroline  team  pulled  themselves  together  after  this, 
and  play  was  much  more  even,  although  no  altera 
lion  had  been  effected  in  the  score  when  the  whislli 
signalled  half-time.  On  changing  ends,  Yokohama 
pr  essed  again  and  again,  but  the  visitor  s  returned 
the  assaults  with  interest  and  seemed  much  the 
fresher  of  the  two  teams,  retaining  their  com- 
bination better.     Indeed,  the  heaviest  part  of  the 
work  from  now  fell  on  the  Yokohama  back  division. 
Pearson  getting  the  ball,  woiUed  it  up  on  his  side 
of  the  ground,  but  the  opposing  wing  were  not  to  be 
broken  and  the  leather  was  transferred  to  mid-field. 
Once  more  it  was  worked  into  the  home  back  line, 
and  then  Lias  secured  it.      Instead  of  sending 
back  at  once,  he  dribled  it  on  to  the  wing  and 
ran  down  the  field.    With  excellent  judgment  he 
passed  lo  the  forwards,  planting  it  right  in  front 
of  goal.    Cabeldu  took  it,  and  with  a  hot  shot 
seem  ed  the  second  goal  for  his  side,  and  the  second 
of  the  match.     Nothing  fill  liter  resulted,  and  the 
score  stood,  at  the  close,  2  to  nil  hi  favour  of 
Yokohama.    With  such  art  excellent  team  to  put 
in  ihe  field,  we  hope  H.M.S.  Caroline  will  challenge 
the  local  club  again  ere  she  leaves  port  ;  a  very 
good   game  would   result,  and    probably  Dame 
Fortune  would  smile  upon  another  essay  and  grant 
them  the  victory.  The  following  were  the  teams: — 
Y.C.  &  A.C.  v.  H.M.S.  "Cakolin 

Mr.  Kenyon.  Goal.  Mr.  T.  Biss 

Mr.  Pearson  (Capt.) )  ljac]cs 
Mr.  Lias.  S 
Mr.  Hall.  "I 
Mr.  Pinckney.  VHalf-backs 
Mr.  Campbell.  J 

Mr.  Mair.  1  r  Mr.  Hargraves. 

Mr.  Libeaud.  ,       I  Mr.  C.  Short. 

Mr.  McNeill.  forwards,   ■{  Mr.  J.Brown. 

I  Mr.  \V.  Andrew 


f  Mr.  VV.  Waldram. 
\  Mr.  S.  C.  Clarke. 


(  Mr.  T.  Gibb. 
s.<  Mr.  W.  Clarke. 
(. Mr.  McLean. 


Mr.  A.  Cabeldu. 
Mr.  W.  Cabeldu. 


LMr.  J.  Edwards. 


Eczema. — Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


A  meeting  of  the  Asiatic  Society  was  held  in 
Yokohama  on  Thursday  evening  in  the  small  ante- 
room of  the  Public  Hall,  Yokohama,  when  Pro- 
fessor John  Milne,  of  the  Impeiial  University, 
Tokyo,  delivered  a  capital  lectin  e  upon  his  favour- 
ite study  "  Movements  of  the  Earth's  Crust."  There 
was  a  fair  attendance  of  ihe  general  public,  but 
the  size  of  the  gathering  was  scarcely  woithy  of 
the  fame  of  the  lecturer  nor  the  extiemely  interest 
j„g  character  of  his  subject.  Mr.  James  Tioup 
presided.  . 

I  he  Chairman,  in  commencing  the  proceedings, 
said  that  it  was  almost  unnecessary  lo  introduce  lo 
a  Yokohama  audience  Professor  John  Milne,  fo. 
his  name  was  a  household  word  among  them, 
while  his  fame  was  world-wide  in  connection  with 
the  scientific  study  of  seismology,  which  pursuit  he 
had  made  his  own.— (Applause.) 

Professor  Milne  at  the  outset  disclaimed  all  ill 
tention  of  speaking  that  night  upon  earthquakes— 
they  were  only  rough  and  coarse  movements  of  the 
eaith.     What  he  wanted  lo  demonstrate  to  them 
in  the  brief  space  al  his  disposal  was  the  indis- 
putable existence  of  far  more  universal  movements 
which  were  taking  place  upon  the  surface  of  ihe 
earth,  and  of  which  he  had  made  a  special  study 
and  taken    innumerable    observations    in  recent 
years     He  wanted  to  prove  to  them  that  not  only 
was  the  earth's   su.face    constantly  moving  or 
tilling,  but  that  even  the  very  room  in  which  they 
were  then  assembled  was  moving— thai  it  might 
at  that  moment  be  tilling  upwards  at  one  end 
and  declining  at  the  other.    For  they  had  evidence 
now  that  the  land's  surface  was  subject  to  move, 
ments  which  were  fell  all  over  the  woild,  here,  111 
London,  Berlin,  and  other  places  of  the  earth  ; 
that  it  could  slowly  tise  to   12  or  18  inches  and 
then  slowly  return  to  the  1101  mal  again.    In  a  word, 
what  he  wanted  lo  demonstiale  was  that  there 
is  a  continual  pulsating  motion  in  and  over  ihe 
earth's  crust,  which  he  could,  in  fact,  call  the  ea.  th  s 
breathing.    The  phenomena  of  course  was  gradual 
in   its   action,   like   all    other  forms    of  natural 
movements,  and  could  be  traced   fiom  fa.  be- 
yond  historical  time  back  lo  the  Paleozoic  age. 
The  lecturer  took  as  illustration,  the  evolution 
of    peat    from    moss,    and    of    coal    from  once 
living  trees  and  vegetation.    Proceeding,  he  said 
expei  intents  had  been  made  to  discover  the  in- 
terior heat  of  the  earth,  and  it  had  been  demon- 
strated that  the  lower  one  went  the  greater  became 
the  heat,  and  any  further  observations  on  the 
subject  would  not  give  a  single  drop  mo.  e r  know- 
ledge to  the  big  sea  of  fads  already  obtained 
that  this  heat  gradually  increased  as  one  went 
from  one  mile  lo  two,  three,  or  four  miles  beneath 
the  surface.    He  did  not  want  to  dwell  on  the 
subject  of  whether  the  interior  was  liquid  or  not, 
but  at  any  tale  he  could  tell  his  audience  that 
the  p.  essur  e  of  the  cooling  cr  ust  was  enormous,  and 
that  as  the  ea.lh  lost  heal— for  we  could  now  mea- 
sure Ihe  amount  of  heat  lost— so  it  contracted. 
Well     he    had    now    arrived    at   the  question, 
could  the  crust    support  itself?     After  taking 
several  examples,    such   as    a  granite  arch  of 
eight  miles  span,  which  would  have  to   fall  in 
by  reason  of  its  own  weight,  the  learned  Professor 
returned  an  emphatic  No  lo  his  query.  Well, 
as  the  earth's  crust  contracted  so  a  wrinkle  was 
formed  on  its  surface.   Why  these  wrinkles  should 
take  place  in  certain  parts  of  the  ea.  th  and  not  111 
others  he  could  not  tell,— il  might  be  along  the  line 
of  least  resistence— heonly  knew  that  they  occurred, 
and  of  course  could  go  on  talking  about  the  theories 
of  the  mailer  for  ever  so  long.    Well,  an  ancient 
w.  inkle  of  the  earth  was  the  Rockies'  range,  while  it 
would  .10  doubt  be  a  pardonable  pleasure  to  Scots- 
men 10  know  that  the  small  range  of  the  Grampians 
was  equally  ancient— (applause)— and  so  were  the 
Scandinavian  ranges.      Now  lliese  we.  e  some  of 
the  first  wrinkles  lo  develope  themselves  upon  the 
ea.th's  surface;  they  began  to  bend  first.  Wei 
then,  if    this    movement    went  on  lit  geological 
limes,  why  could  it  not  continue  10  go  on  now  ?  He 
saw    no  reason  why  it  should  not.      1  hese  first 
wrinkles,  as  he  had  said,  were  formed  in  Paleozoic 
times,  and  among  them  were  the  mountains  of 
Scotland,  the  Grampians.    Diagrams  of  the  Pa^ 
leozoic  strata,  the  Silurian,   and  the   Old  Ked 
Sandstone  were  then  drawn  upon  the  black-boat d 
in  their  mountain   formation,   and  the  lecturer 
pointed  out  that  they  were  not  parallel,  some 
being  bent  in  one  direction,  some  111  others.     1  hey 
were  o.iginally  formed  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea- 
level,  and  fossil  remains  of  sea-shells  were  to  be 
found  ill  some  ;  the  mass  was  more  or  less  stratified 
horizontally  and  then  in  due  time  it  was  c.umpled 
up.    The  Ural  mountains,  too,  were  of  a  very  re- 
spectable age,  but  they  were  formed  after  carboni- 
ferous, times.    The  Pyrenees,  the  Alps,  and  the 
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Himalayas,  the  biggest  of  all  the  mountains,  were 
younger.    They  we.  e,  like  all  young  things,  very 
much  stuck  up— (laughte.)— but  they  were  only 
formed  in  Meozoiic  limes,  and  therefore  served  to 
p.ove  the  truth  of  the  old  axiom  that  one  must  not 
lell  of  the  age  of  a  man  from  his  height.    But  to 
come  to  historical  times.    It  had  long  been  sus- 
pected   that   the   coast  line   of  some  countries 
was  gradually  changing,  and  the  Swedish  Go- 
vernment, or  rather  the  hyd. ographical  depai t- 
ment,  had  various  rocks  marked  along  its  coast, 
and  then  examined  some  yea.s   later.     It  was 
then  discove.ed  that  lite  Northern  part  of  Swe- 
den    had    been    gradually    elevated   while  the 
Southern  portion   had   been   as  gradually  going 
down— it  had  tilted  in  fact.    The  famous  temple 
near  Naples  which  had  sunk  below  the  waves  and 
lisen  again — having  gone  up  and  down  a  distance 
of  20  feet — within  historical  record,  was  also  in- 
stanced.   There  was  plenty  of  evidence  of  this 
sort  on  the  coast  of  Japan.'    Indeed,  within  half  a 
mile  of  that  room  there  was  abundant  evidence  of 
the  coast  line  having  been  elevated  within  recent 
years.    Shells  could  be  found  in  the  rocks  IO  feet 
above  high  water  ma.k.    There  was  no  leason  to  - 
suspect  that  these  shells  had  climbed  up  there  of 
their  own  acco.d,  nor  that  the  water  had  been 
drawn  off  to  thai  extent.    That  the  elevation  had 
not  taken  place  So  very  long  ago,  too,  was  demon- 
strated by  the  extreme  softness  of  the  loclc.and 
the  Professor  put  llie  peiiodat  something  about 
50  yea.s,  ce.tainlynot  anywhere  near  100.  His 
own  expe.ience  corroborated  the  statement  that 
the  coast  line  of  Japan  near  Yokohama  was  grow- 
ing f.om  the  water  al  the  rate  of  one  inch  per 
year,  because  he  had  himself  marked  rocks  and 
watched  their  rise  ;  and  he  could  now  walk  dryshod 
round  places  which  18  years  ago  he  could  not  have 
passed  round  on  foot.    Having  desc.ibed  the  use 
in  other  places  on  the  East  coast,  the  Professor 
proceeded  lo  state  that  his  observations  at  lokyo, 
by  means  of  delicately  poised  and  specially  con- 
structed instruments,  had  led  him  to  discover  that 
there  was  a  hoiizontal  and  angular  change  always 
going  on.  In  Tokyo,  the  plain  on  which  itslood  tilted 
up  during  the  night  and  returned  to  its  normal  level 
dining  the  early  morning.    Various  observations 
taken  on  different  instruments  had  agreed  upon 
this  point.     The  lectuier    next  pointed  out  the 
futility    under  these  circumstances  of  expecting 
pe.  feet    observations  for  dete.  mining  the  height 
of    Fuji   or   other   mountains    either    by  baro- 
metrical or  trigonometrical  survey,  and  the  hope- 
lessness of  expecting  a  perfect  level  of  whatever 
kind.    He  related  his  struggles  with  levels  m  Ihe 
eaily  days  of  his  earth-tremor  observations  and 
the  discovery  of  the  instrument  he  now  uses.  He 
lucidly  desc.ibed  the  working  of  this  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  photographic  records  were  obtained  ; 
its  susceptibility  to  all  earth-tremors,  whether  they 
came  singly  or  in  perfect  sto.ms,  how,  though 
placed  on  a  most  solid  pillar  of  stone  with  im- 
mense cement  foundations,  it  can  feel  the  pressure 
of  a  hand  laid  on  one  co.ne.  of  the  pillar,  or  I  he 
presence  of  a  candle  at  any  side,  which  causes  Ihe 
stone  to  expand  gradually  th.  ough  heat,  and  yet 
how  indifferent  it  was  to  heavy  traffic,  the  falling 
of  heavy  hammers,  sharp  earthquakes,  and  other 
elastic  vibrations.    And  now  what  was  the  good 
of   all    the  voluminous  tolls  of  observations  re- 
corded, the  hours  and  days  which  he  had  spent 
in    constructing    the  instrument  and   taking  its 
records?    Well,  he  told  an  Ame.ican  f.iend  the 
other  day  that  theiewere  "  no  dollars  in  it,  but 
he  could  answer  as  did  Faraday  when  questioned 
as  to  the  problematic  good  that  might  be  de- 
rived from  his  observations  with  a  copper  disc  on 
a  magnet ;  what  good  is  a  baby  ?    We  neve,  know 
what  il  will  grow  to  ;  but  from  Faraday  s  obse.ya- 
tions  resulted  motors  and  the  incandescent  light. 
The   instrument    he    had     desenbed    to  them 
recorded  the  daily  tide  of  the  ea.  ill's  crust,  the 
lilting  of  its  su.face,  whether  small  or  great ;  and 
il  showed  that  dist.icls  of  the  earth's  su.face  could 
be   used    as   barometers.     P.ofessor  Paschwitz 
of  Potsdam  was  engaged  in  the  same  wo.  k  as  him- 
self. Paschwitzhad  started  with  ihe  lunar  influence, 
while  Ihe  speaker  had  stalled   with  earthquakes, 
and  now  they  had  passed  each  other  upon  the  road. 
Prof.   Paschwilz  had   recorded  in  his  obse.  vato.y 
at  Wilhelmshaven,  the  Great  Earthquake  of  Japan 
—so  his  instrument  had  determined  the  rate  at 
which  those  movements  travelled  round  the  eaith. 
The   great   bulk  of  earthquakes  were  due  to  the 
crumpling  of  the  earth  ;  it  went  on  till  it  could  go 
no  further,  then  the  impulse  was  given  to  the  earth- 
quake  shock.    Well,  his  instrument  traced  the 
whole  of  the  crumpling  process,  rom  its  beginning 
—as  was  demonstrated  only  so  lately  as  the  loth 
inst.,  when  the  instrument  recorded  the  starting  of 
a  violent  movement  of  the  earth's  su.face  fully 
three  hours   before   the   earthquake  shock  was 
felt.    It  the.efo.  e  increased  0111  knowledge  of  the 
earth's  physics.    Still,  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
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the  results  obtained,  but  would  endeavour  to  gel 
moie  certain  observations.  The  instrument  had 
demonatiated  Uiat  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  tiling 
like  a  steady  level  in  alluvial  plains — whethei 
it  was  possible  10  get  it  on  rock  lie  now  wished  to 
find  out,  and  would  endeavoui  to  discovei  ill  futiue 
observations,  Having  sbown  how  useful  the 
instrument  might  become  in  other  ways,  the  Pi  o 
lessor  concluded  by  saying  that  lie  was  annoyed 
whenever  anyone  spoke  to  hint  about  eai  lliquakes 
now.  There  weie  far  more  impoitaut  movements 
going  on  than  those  rough  things,  and  the  furthei 
study  of  these  eai  tb-tremoi  s  would  lead  to  far 
higher  results  which  would  piove  of  gi eat  benefit 
to  mankind. — (Loud  applause.) 

The  Chairman  expressed  in  heaity  terms  the 
thanks  due  to  Piof.  Milne  for  his  lecture.  Such  ad- 
dresses modified  popular  ideas  upon  these  subjects, 
and  he  hoped  Pi  of.  Milne  might  long  be  able  to 
continue  his  observations  of  (be  phenomena 
which  he  had  just  explained — (Hear,  hear.)  He 
had  alluded  in  his  lecture  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
not  quite  so  young  as  he  had  been,  still  Professoi 
Milne  was  now  in  the  pi  ime of  life,  and  he  hoped  that 
lie  might  long  he  spared  to  carry  his  obsei  vations  to 
a  successful  issue. — (Loud  applause.)  The  thanks 
of  the  meeting  were  also  due  to  the  Asiatic  Society 
for  holding  a  meeting  in  Yokohama.  He  hoped 
the  success  of  the  meeting  would  induce  them  to 
hold  another  here,  and  that  they  would  not  let 
such  a  long  time  elapse  again  between  their  Yo- 
kohama meetings. — (Hear,  hear.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  was  then 
carried  with  acclamation. 


THE  FORMER  ETA  OF  JAPAN. 
 «  

By  the  Abb£  Evrard. 

(Translated  for  the  Japan  Mail  from  the  Revue 
Francaise.) 

All  that  recalls  an  age  that  has  disappeared 
for  ever  and  that  offers  to  the  human  mind  a  pro- 
blem which  it  stiives  to  pursue  to  its  solution,  with 
little  hope  of  finding  it,  captivates  the  attention 
while  stimulating  curiosity. 

The  history  of  the  Empire  of  the  Rising  Sun  pre- 
sents, more  than  any  other,  many  of  those  obscure 
points  that  it  would  be  of  the  highest  interest  to 
elucidate.  How  great  would  be  one's  satisfaction 
if  one  could  raise  a  corner  of  the  veil  that  covers 
the  mysterious  oiigin  of  its  bit th,  of  its  develop- 
ment, of  the  formation  of  its  aiislocracy,  of  its 
pristine  legislation  and,  above  all,  of  those  an- 
cient customs  which,  even  now,  form  the  essential 
part,  as  it  weie,  of  the  character  and  mind  of  the 
Japanese  people  ! 

Among  those  questions  here  is  one  which,  al 
though  appearing  to  be  more  modem,  remains 
unanswered  notwithstanding  much  research,  and 
is  enveloped  in  intense  obscurity.  It  relates  to  the 
existence  of  a  numerous  group  of  individuals 
living  isolated,  excluded  from  Society  and,  con- 
sequently, making  a  class  apait,  with  its  own  par- 
ticular laws  and  customs,  a  class  despised,  almost 
abhorred  by  the  people.  We  allude  to  the  pariahs 
of  Japan  known  under  the  name  of  Eta. 

With  a  breadth  of  view  and  with  a  grandeur 
of  soul  that  place  the  Japanese  nation  above  all 
other  Asiatic  peoples,  the  Imperial  Government, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  era  of  Meiji,  decreed  the 
equality  of  all  of  its  subjects  before  the  law,  and 
has  thus  officially  suppressed  that  odious  distinction 
that  sepaiated  the  Eta  from  the  rest  of  the  nation. 
But  the  ideas  of  a  people  cannot  be  transformed 
from  one  day  to  another,  rarely  can  they  be  made 
to  esteem  inslanter  and  by  command  those  whom 
for  long  centuries  they  have  despised.  So  it  is 
not  astonishing  that  in  this  case  prejudices  have 
not  been  so  much  modified  as  would  have  been 
desirable.  Nevei  theless,  the  stigma  stained  upon 
the  foreheads  of  the  foimer  Eta,  keeps  on  ob- 
literating itself  daily.  Another  half  century  and 
doubtless  it  will  have  disappeared  entiiely. 

The  question,  then,  of  the  Eta  must  be  considered 
as  being  classified  from  henceforth  among  pmely 
historical  ones:  but  actual  or  not  the  question 
of  the  Eta  exists,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  add 
that  it  deserves  attention,  were  it  only  for  various 
bizarie  peculiarities  attending  it  which  are  not 
known  to  all  the  readers  of  the  Revue  Francaise. 

Where  do  the  Eta  come  fiom  ?  When  did  they 
fiist  appear?    What  was  their  social  condition? 

It  is  not  easy  to  iluow  light  upon  these  questions 
The  Eta  of  to  day  possess  absolutely  no  traditions 
in  1 1 1  is  icspect,  and  ihr  asi  nishmenl  lhe\  display 
when  inlet rogated  about  the  matin  seems  to  in- 
dicate thai  placidly  accepting  then  shi)  smial 
stale,  they  have  nevei  .isUr.l  themselves  what  Could 
have  been  the  cause  of  it.  It  is  possible,  if  not 
probable,  that  much  precious  information  hereon 


would  he  found  in  old  maitUICI  ipts,  which  evidently 
must  still  exist  in  more  than  one  temple,  Perhaps 
one  of  these  days  we  will  have  some  now  hidden 
treasure  at  our  disposal.  Meanwhile,  we  aie 
limited  to  the  various  opinions  that  aie  cut  rent 
among  the  Japanese,  and  these,  11 11  f 01 1 111  lately,  1  est 
upon  no  material  hisloiical  proof. 

Some  say  that  the  Eta  aie  the  descendants  of 
foimer  Koieau  prisoners,  who,  brought  over  to 
Japan,  have  multiplied  here  without  having  been 
able  ever  to  efface  that  well-nigh  indelible  stigma 
of  infamy  always  attached  to  the  vanquished  by 
all  ancient  peoples. 

According  to  others,  they  aie  the  descendants 
of  foreigners  who  immigiaied  to  Japan  or  weie 
shipwrecked  upon  some  uninhabited  pait  of  its 
coast,  where  they  formed  a  colony,  living  prin- 
cipally upon  the  product  of  the  chase  and 
having,  in  the  beginning,  no  communication 
with  the  aboiigines.  Later  on,  they  probably 
continued  to  live  apait  without  mixing  with  the 
Japanese  people,  who  thus  came  to  look  upon 
them  as  being  an  inferior  race.  This  contempt 
for  them  was  intensified  by  the  progress  made  by 
Buddhism,  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  which 
is  a  prohibition  to  eat  meat.  The  Eta  eat  meal,  to 
the  scandal  of  the  ancient  Japanese,  and  weie 
legarded  as  impure,  were  despised  and  abhored 
as  being  such  and,  fiom  that  very  fact,  were  de- 
finitely excluded  from  society,  forming  a  class 
by  themselves,  intermarrying  among  themselves 
only,  and  living  in  mewedup  localities,  without 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  people.  Conse- 
quent, upon  this  isolation,  they  have  always  re 
mained  in  a  stale  of  inferiority  and  have  been 
unable  to  assimilate  Japanese  civilization,  which 
facts  must  have  augmented  the  general  contempt 
entertained  for  them. 

Another  opinion  somewhat  analogous  to  the 
above,  is  found  in  the  Japauico  Chinese  en- 
cyclopedia, Wahan  sansaieue.  In  Book  VII. 
of  that  work,  which  dates  from  1 7 1 5,  there 
is  an  engiaving  that  represents  a  man  cutting 
up  an  animal,  and  it  bears  this  inscription, 
Sentara,1  Etori,  Eta,  Kabata,  expi  essions  figured 
by  Chinese  characters  which  mean  knacker.  The 
explanatory  text  adds  :  The  business  of  the  Eta 
was  originally  to  slaughter  animals,  to  cut  them 
up,  and  out  of  their  meat  to  prepat  e  food  foi  falcons 
and  fowls;  thence  their  ancient  name  of  Etori,  or 
prepaiersof  food.  1  hey  were  led  eventually  to 
traffic  in  meat  and  skins.  It  was  only  later  on 
that  the  epithet  of  Eta  was  given  to  them.  It 
means  defiled,  impure,  doubtless  011  account 
of  the  kind  of  calling  lliey  can  ied  on.  They 
nevertheless  lived  among  the  people.  But,  from 
the  day  that  the  Emperor  Temmu  (973*686  a.d.) 
foibid  the  use  of  the  meat  of  these  six  animals, 
the  horse,  the  ox,  the  goat,  fowls,  the  pig,  and 
the  dog,  the  Eta  had  lo  group  themselves  in 
distinct  villages;  for  having  become  objects  of 
execration,  they  were  kept  aloof  as  much  by  the 
pattisausof  Shiuioism,  who  held  them  in  horror 
on  account  of  their  material  defilement,  as  by  those 
of  Buddhism,  who  ostracized  them  because  Budd- 
histic doctrine  condemned  the  putting  to  death  of 
any  living  creature. 

There  is  another  opinion  that  is  not  without  a 
cei  tain  romantic  character  and  that  gives  the  Eta 
a  more  noble  oi  igin.  The  son  of  an  illustrious 
family  had,  it  would  seem,  voluntarily  exiled  him- 
self in  a  fit  of  pique,  with  a  few  faithful  followers, 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  bis  ambitious  pro- 
jects. He  became  a  misanthropist,  and  he  and 
his  followers  broke  off  from  society  and  went  and 
lived  in  the  mountains,  not  wishing  any  longer  to 
hold  communication  with  a  people  they  despised. 
Their  descendants  acted  similarly  and,  depiived  of 
all  exterior  cooperation,  became  semi-bai  bai  ians, 
the  effect  of  which  was  that  the  Japanese  came  to 
look  upon  them  as  an  inferior  race,  which  they 
called  Eta.  This  somewhat  strange  opinion  is 
based  upon  a  tradition,  (races  of  which  aie  to  he 
found,  it  is  said,  in  Shidztioka  Ken.  Accord- 
ing to  this  tradition,  under  the  Empetoi  Kwam- 
111  u,  a  lord  of  a  powet  fill  family,  or  rather  a  lept  oils 
son  of  that  Emperor,  established  himself  in  the 
province  of  Suuiga,  and  a  gtoup  of  Eta,  actually 
living  thete  now,  constitute  the  descendants  of  thai 
Prince's  servitors.  A  tumulus  that  can  yet  be 
seen  near  the  village  inhabited  by  these  Eta,  is 
supposed  to  be  the  tomb  of  (he  same  Piince:  a 
mirror  of  rude  workmanship  is  also  kept  there,  and 
is  said  to  be  a  lelic  coining  from  him. 

L-t  us  not  confine  mil  selves  to  tliiscur  sory  infoi- 
mation  which  offers  nothing  n»siiiVr,  nothing  pro 
barmy,  and  which  is  inadequate  in  enlighten  us 
upon  ihe  ieal  oiigin  »f  tile  Eta  Happily,  we 
possess  mine  certainty  as  to  what  regards  then 
existence  in  later   limes.      It  is  undeniable  and  1 


1  Sentara  seems  to  be  a  Sanscrit  word,  indicating  a  certain 
class  of  pariahs  in  India.  It  may  possibly  be  a  corruption  of 
Sakkilyas,  a  tribe  of  pariahs  carrying  on  the  business  of  shoe- 
makers. 


undeiiied,  that  theie  has  been  111  Japan  a  class  of 
paiialis,  the  descendants  ol  whom  aie  yet  alive, 
and  that  their  occupation  was  that  of  kuackeis. 
It  was  to  them  that  all  dead  beasts  weie  tinned 
ovei  :  they  c  lined  them  away,  eilhei  giatuiiously 
or  for  sleudei  pay,  lo  skin  them,  cut  them  up,  and 
to  tan  then  hides.  The  leathei  was  used  by  them 
partly  to  sole  Japanese  foot-gear  called  Setta,  to 
head  diums,  etc.,  some  of  it  was  sold  to  woikinen 
in  (he  towns,  who  needed  it  for  the  making  of 
armour,  hat  ness,  plastrons,  and  ai  tides  in  wrought 
leather. 

The  pai  iahs  were  found  in  all  die  provinces,  here 
united  in  groups  or  in  straggling  villages,  there 
isolated  and  dwelling  at  the  eiKrances  of  towns  or 
of  villages.  The  general  laws  of  the  land  were 
not  applicable  to  llieui  :  (hey  paid  no  (ax  on  ical 
pi  opei  ty  acquired  prior  lo  the  advent  of  the  Toku- 
gawas  ;  but  they  were  subjected  to  a  special  ii'ginie. 
Each  pait  of  the  territory  iu  which  they  weie  dis- 
persed made  a  district  placed  under  the  direction 
of  a  chief :  depositary  of  the  civil  and  judicial 
powers,  he  exercised  over  them  an  authority  pretty 
nearly  sovereign  ;  at  the  same  lime  he  was  their 
protector. 

'The  Eta  were  distinguished  by  greal  activity 
and  great  ardour  iu  woiking.2  While  the  men 
weie  busy  at  their  woi  k  as  curriers,  the  women 
and  childien  were  making  writing  and  other 
brushes,  and  vaiious  articles  made  of  the  bristles 
and  hair  of  animals.  Comfoit  reigned  in  their 
midst.  They  never  sold  their  daughters.  Each 
one  of  their  villages  had  its  primary  school  main- 
tained by  contributions  furnished  by  the  com- 
munity and  by  the  parents  of  the  pupils.  And 
this  was  the  class  of  pariahs  that  bore  the  name  of 
Eta,  a  class  of  people  ostracized  by  society  and 
lefl  to  public  execration.  'Their  social  inequality, 
officially  confirmed,  was  shown  foi  th  in  the  contact 
of  daily  life  most  brutally.  We  shall  mention  some 
of  its  principal  features. 

If  any  matter  or  other  called  an  Eta  to  the  house 
of  a  man  of  the  people,  the  visitor  never  sat  inside 
upon  the  mats;  110  firebox  and  no  tea  was  set 
before  him;  the  matter  in  question  was  discussed 
upon  the  threshold  of  the  house.  The  bonzes  them- 
selves would  not  enter  their  premises,  nor  attend 
their  funetals,  nor  hold  any  communication  with 
them  otherwise  than  in  writing.  The  Eta  could 
not  marry  except  among  themselves  :  if  it  has 
occasionally  happened  that  Samurai  of  inferior 
tank,  instigated  by  interested  views,  have  given 
their  daughters  in  marriage  to  the  Danzaemon 
family,3  lliey  have  taken  care,  iu  order  not  to  com- 
promise their  names,  to  make  use  of  the  inter- 
mediary of  people  of  lower  condition  than  their 
own,  whom  they  had  previously  made  to  adopt 
these  children. 

It  was  foi  bidden  to  any  Eta  to  rise  from  his 
condition  and  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  people. 
The  latter  could,  on  the  conti  ai  y,  if  they  wished 
it,  have  themselves  registered  as  Eta,  and,  later 
on,  if  they  desired  to  have  themselves  reinstated  iu 
their  oiiginal  condition,  it  was  sufficient  for  them 
to  be  authorized  thereto,  to  address  a  request  to 
that  effect  to  the  competent  authorities,  endorsed 
by  relatives  that  had  remained  members  of  the 
people. 

Under  all  circumstances  where  the  Eta  found 
themselves  contending  with  any  of  the  people,  the 
latter  was  always  favoured. 

Did  a  dispute  arise  and  did  the  parties  appear 
in  that  connexion  before  the  Court,  occasion  was 
never  missed  to  assign  lo  the  Eta,  were  they  plain- 
tiffs or  defendants,  places  lower  than  those 
assigned  to  their  adversaries,  members  of  the 
people.  An  incident  that  occurred  in  1854,  allows 
us  to  point  out  precisely  what  was  that  degree  of 
inferiority.  An  Eta  had  been  killed  in  an  affray. 
Danzaemon,  in  his  capacity  of  chief,  complained  to 
the  Govei  nor,  Ikeda  Hai  ima-no-Kami,  and  de- 
manded the  punishment  of  the  muiderer,  who  was 
a  man  of  the  people.  The  magistrate  began  by 
advising  a  compromise,  which  advice  was  not 
accepted  ;  at  last,  upon  Danzaenion's  reiterated 
entieaties,  he  teceived  the  Complaint  and  ttans- 
milted  il  to  the  Comt.  The  latter,  inspiied, 
doubtless,  by  the  Governor,  lendeied  'he  follow- 
ing singular  judgment: — "Wheieas  an  Eta  is  of 
the  value  but  of  one-seventh  of  a  man  of  the 
people,  in  order  that  the  murderer  could  be 
punished,  it  would  be  necessary  that  he  had  killed 
six  more  Eta."  Danzaemon  protested  against  this 
decision  and   insisted  upon  the  condemnation  of 

•  A  circumstance,  the  account  of  which  we  heard  recently, 

furnishes  us  an  example  of  this.  A  p  liceman  whose  prist  *v  as 
near  Uveno,  noticed  an  old  cobbler,  unre  an  Eta,  come  and 
establish  himself,  every  <tay,  at  the  corner  of  a  neighbouring 
street,  a  >d  pass  there  tl.e  whole  day  without  having  much  work 
to  do.  The  sight  pained  the  police  -  an  a"d  moved  with  compas- 
sion, he  questioned  the  old  man  as  to  his  means  of  subsistence  : 
11  I  am,  said  he,  the  owner  of  a  plot  of  land  in  I  anaka,  that 
brings  m'-  in  from  7  to  8  yen  a  month  :  my  daily  labour,  slight 
as  it  is,  serves  to  occupy  my  time  and  to  increase  the  income  of 
my  family." 

3  It  was  from  this  family  that,  from  father  to  son,  the  chief  of 
the  Eta  was  taken  :  we  will  speak  of  this  at  length  further  on. 
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the  guilty  pai  ty,  alleging  in  support  of  his  cause, 
a  circumstance  out  of  which  he  thought  he  could 
derive  some  advantage.  "  Two  years  ago,  said  he, 
four  drunken  men  were  frolicking  on  a  boat  with  a 
keinin'  woman  ;  one  of  them,  having  by  accident 
caused  lier  to  fall  into  the  water  where  she  was 
drowned,  was  condemned  llie  death.  If  such  was 
the  punishment  of  the  murderer  of  a  heinin,  how 
much  the  more  severe  should  be  that  of  the 
murderer  of  an  Eta."  » 

The  Court  would  not  admit  that  argument  and 
maintained  its  unjust  and  arbitary  decision,  which 
had,  as  a  consequence,  the  encouragement  of  the 
people  in  their  hateful  brutality  to  the  Eta. 

What  precedes  is  amply  sufficient,  we  think,  to 
show  in  what  degree  of  inferiority  the  Eta  weie 
held,  and  how  they  were  reduced  thereby  to  form 
a  class  apart  but  under  the  ban  of  society.  Be- 
sides, hi  their  sad  and  timorous  altitude  and  in 
the  aspect  of  their  habitations,  the  impression  of 
the  odium  they  were  overwheloned  with,  was  fully 
realized.  Not  a  tree,  not  the  tiniest  bit  of  gar  de:i, 
not  an  ornament  was  there  about  their  dwellings. 
Howevei,  for  a  lot  so  little  enviable,  there  was 
some  compensation.  And  that  was  the  comfort, 
as  we  have  already  said,  that  generally  prevailed 
among  them.  Not  only  were  they  all  safe  from 
want,  but  many  of  them  possessed  lands  and 
money  and  could  be  considered  rich.  More  than 
once  has  it  happened  that  not  a  few  of  those  who 
despised  them,  who  publicly  avoided  them,  came 
in  secret  to  humble  themselves  before  them  and 
beg  loans  of  them.  There  was  no  reckoning  with 
an  Eta  as  a  pariah,  but  it  had  to  be  done  with  him 
as  a  creditor.  Thus,  whenever  the  occasion  pre- 
sented itself,  they  never  failed  to  make  their 
debtors  expiate  the  contempt  that  was  shown 
them.  We  cannot  refrain  from  relating  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  the  following  anecdote  : 

Danzaemon,  the  chief  of  the  Eta  of  the  Kwanto 
dislr  ict,  enjoyed  a  consider  able  for  tune  ;  his  strong 
boxes  always  held  upwaids  of  1,700,000  riyo  in 
gold,  arrd  his  store-houses  over  15,000  bags  of  rice 
reaped  upon  his  own  fields,  to  say  nothing  of  what 
he  had  in  stock  of  leather.    His  debtors  were 
numerous  :  they  were  merchants  and  samurai  that 
need  had  brought  to  cr  inge  iir  secret  befoiehim, 
and  that,  in  public,  made  a  show  of  the  contempt 
with  which  he  inspired  them.     He  took,  one  day, 
advarrtage  of  a  festival  to  invite  them  all  to  ; 
banquet  at  his  house.    Most  of  them,  horrified 
took  good  care  not  to  go  to  it:  they  had  rro  desire 
to  defile  themselves  by  attending  an  entertain- 
ment given  by  a  vile  aird  despicable  fellow.  A  few 
of  them,  howevei',  with  whom  interest  outweighed 
repugnance,  dared  to  present  themselves.  They 
reached   Danzaemon's  mansion,  where  nothing 
had  been  neglected  for  receiving  them  magnifi 
cently.    The  great  room  of  state  had  been  lighted 
with  candles  in  massive  silver  candlesticks.  The 
screens  and  all  the  other  ornamental  articles  had 
come  from  the  hands  of  the  very  best  masters. 
Dazzled  at  first  by  this  pr  ofusion  of  gold  and  of 
silver,  the  guests  were  beginning  to  lecover  from 
their  amazement,  when  once  more  they  were  struck 
with    surprise.    In   the  midst  of  all  this  luxury 
there  was    no  appearance  of  the  indispensable 
tobacobon,  a  kind  of  small  brazier  at  which  to 
light  a  pipe  and  which  is  always  placed  before 
every  visitor  even  before  the  master  of  the  house 
presents  himself.    However,  seivant  gir  ls  came  in 
and  arranged  before  each  guest,  little  tables  laden 
with  covered  bowls  and  dishes.    Danzaemon  then 
made  his  appearance  and,  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  etiquette,  having  saluted  his  guests,  begged 
them  to  do  honour  to  the  repast  he  was  offering 
them  and  which  he  added,  was  a  very  simple  one. 
For  any  one  that  can  understand  the  horror,  so  to 
speak  invincible,  that  was  fell  at  receiving  any- 
thing whatsoever  from  an  eta,  the  embarrassment 
of  the  guests  will  be  readily  conceivable.  How- 
ever, there  could  rro  longer  he  any  hesitating: 
they  looked  at  each  oilier,  encouraged  each  other 
by  glances  and  ended  by  uncovering  the  bowls 
and  dishes.     But  by   way  of  viands,  oh  mighty 
surprise  !  they  were  filled  with  koban  (gold  money). 
After    having   enjoyed  the  astonishment  of  his 
guests,  Danzaemon  directed  a  roll  of  paper  to  be 
handed  to  each  of  them    as  a    souvenir:  these 
rolls  were  the  engagements   entered    into  and 
signed  by  the  one  or  the  other  of  them,  and  that  at 
a  stroke  of  ihe  pen  had  been  cancelled.  Upon 
taking  their  leave,  loaded  with  gold  and  released 
from  their  debts,  the  guests  could  not  help  ac- 
knowledging lhat,   if  Danzaemon  had  put  their 
amour  propre  lo  a  severe  test,  at  least  he  had 


4  The  Heinin  were  a  class  of  individuals  inferior  to  that  of 
the  Eta  :  the  Japanese  term  that  designates  them  means  nat-men, 
and  the  definition  uiven  bv  dictionaries  is,  individuals  "  wander- 


and  the  definition  given  by  dictionaries 

ing  along  the  r  ads  and  bcnging  their  food."  They  were 
numeri.nn,  without,  however,  being  all  of  them  beggars,  at  least 
in  times  the  least  remote  from  us.  In  Edo,  ihere  were  more 
than  30,000  families  of  them,  whose  chief  was  Kuruma  Zen- 
shichl- 

'  This  decision  proves  to  us  that  criminal  justice  was  at 
that  time  but  little  enlightened,  for  the  penalty  of  death  cannot 
be  reasonably  applied  for  a  homicide  committed  by  imprudence. 


known  enough  to  respect  their  susceptibilities  by 
dispensing  them  fronr  having  to  eat  in  his  house 
and  even  lo  smoke  there.  It  did  not  far  e  so  well 
with  those  thai  had  abstained  fiom  appearing: 
ihe  creditor,  without  a  day's  delay,  demanded 
payment  by  them  of  their  over  due  indebtedness 
and  enforced  it  without  deduction  of  a  single  tempo. 
Danzaemon's  conduct,  under  the  circumstances 
which  we  have  just  related,  quite  irreproachable 
though  it  was,  was  none  the  less  indicative  of  a 
well  marked  state  of  reciprocal  antipathy  which 
was  not  liable  to  show  itself  upon  all  occasions, 
under  so  courteous  a  form,  especially  in  localities 
where  the  Eta  w"£re  superior  in  number.  It  is  well 
known  that  ill  Edo,  especially  from  the  beginning 
of  this  century,  they  behaved  like  despots  towards 
persons  of  the  people,  and  it  is  very  probable  that, 
in  instigating  the  court  lo  r  ender  the  decision  r  e- 
ferred lo  above,  Governor  Ikeda  Harima-no- 
Kami's  pr  ecise  object  was  lo  put  a  check  upon  ihe 
arr  ogance  of  ihe  Eta  that  had  become  intoler  able. 

Willi  this  information  upon  the  social  status  of 
the  Eta  and  upon  their  relations  to  oilier  classes 
of  the  population,  we  have  now  to  speak  of  the 
for  m  of  author  ity  to  which  they  wei  e  subjected. 

Each  distiict,  as  we  have  said,  was  under  the 
direction  of  a  chief  that  was  at  the  same  time  the 
protector  of  those  under  his  administration.  The 
Kwanto*  distr  ict  being  the  most  important  one  in 
ihe  whole  Empire,  as  there  were  in  it  not  far  from 
10,000  families  scattered  throughout  all  the  pro- 
vinces, it  seems  to  us  preferable  to  study  the 
system  of  administr  ation  that  was  in  force  there, 
and  in  the  first  place  Danzaemon  himself  who  was 
the  chief  of  it. 

Who  was  this  personage?  What  was  his  origin  ? 
Danzaemon  (Dan-saemon),  whose  name  is 
synonymous  with  Chief  of  the  Eta  of  ihe  Kwant 
is  the  name  borne  from  generation  to  generation 
for  many  centuries,  by  the  head  of  the  Dan  family, 
one  that  ascribes  to  itself  great  antiquity. 

Here,  according  lo  its  claims,  was  its  origin. 
Chinese  annals  say,  that  after  the  death  of  llie 
Emperor  Shinshik otei  (221  B.C.)  founder  of  the 
Great  Wall,  the  Shin  dynasty  was  shortly  over- 
turned by  that  of  the  Hair.    Shinshikolei's  son, 
Fuse,  was  obliged  to  fly.     He  went  and  establish- 
ed himself  in  the  country  of  the  Saihoka,  where 
his  descendants  lived  for  several  generations.  In 
the  sixth,  the  family  passed  into  Korea,  whence 
one  of  its  members,  Pi  ince  Kyugetsukan,  came 
and  settled  in  Japan,    That  was  iir  the  14th  year 
of  ihe  reign  of  ihe  Emperor  Ojin  (284  A.D.).  The 
Prince  was  accompanied  by  immigrants  from  127 
Korean   villages.     He  brought   rich  presents  to 
die  Emperor,  consisting  of  gold  and  silver  ingots, 
of  precious  stones,  and  silken  stuffs.    Ojin  Teniid 
gave  him  a  kind  reception  and  presented  to  him 
the  domain  of  Asazuina  Wakigaini   in   the  pio 
vince  of  Yamato :  as  to  Ihe  immigrants  in  his 
suite,  he  made  them  distribute  themselves  through 
out  the  province  and,  knowing  them  to  lie  silk 
husbandmen,  he  prescribed  ihe  culture  of  silk  upon 
them  as  an  occupation.    The  goods  they  manu- 
factured were  so  soft  and  so  pleasant  lo  the  skin 
that  to  testify  his  satisfaction  lo  the  Pr  ince,  the 
Emperor  conferred  upon  him  the  patronymic  of 
Hadagimi  (Prince  Skin)-  It  is  since  then  that  the 
Chinese  character  has  been  read  in  Japanese,  hada. 
Several  centuries  afler  that,  a  descendant  of  the 
Hada  family  named  Hada  Zaemou-no-jo  Take 
toi  a,  found  himself  under  ihe  rrecessily,  on  account 
of  the  following  adventure,  of  changing  his  patio 
nymic,    and    adopted    that  of   Dan.  Takeiora 
was  a  samurai  in  the  service  of  Masatnoii  of  the 
House  of  Taira,  who,  considering  his  bravery,  had 
attached  him  to  his  own  person.    Smitten  with  a 
violent  passion  for  his  master 's  daughter ,  Taketoi  a 
endeavoured  to  seduce  her,  but  was  foiled  by  her 
indifference.    Heconceived  the  project  of  carrying 
her  off  by  force  and  mas  seeking  the  means  of 
executing  it,  when  llie  Prince  discovered  his  at- 
tempt.   A  pitiless  punishment  was  waiting  for  the 
perfidious  creature;  but,  warned  in  time  of  the 
danger  he  was  running,  he  fled  and  sought  an 
asylum    among   the    Minamoto    people,    in  the 
Kwanto.    Taketoia  was  welcomed  and  made  chief 
of  the  Chori  (an  ancient  name  of  the  Eta)  of  Kama- 
kura,  but  in  order  lo  baffle  any  search  for  him,  he 
had  abandoned  his  name  of  Hada  lo  take  that  of 
Danzaemon. 

Towards  the  4th  year  of  Chisho  (1180  a.d.),  one 
of  bis  descendants,  chief  like  himself  of  the  Chori, 
Danzaemon-no-jo  Yorikane,  took  side  wilh  Yori- 
tomo  in  his  sir  uggle  against  the  Taira.  The  signal 
services  he  rendered  in  this  war  procured  him  as 
a  1  ewai  d  from  the  victor,  a  commission  appointing 
him  officially  chief  of  Chori  u\  Kwanlo  and  assign 
ii,g  lo  the  latter  a  social  rank  thereafter  superior 
to  Hitlin,  and  to  those  of  the  following  H  ades  : 
plasterer  s,  founders,  tinkers,  potters,  man  uf  act  111  es 
of  writing  huishes  and  of  ink,  custom-house  officei  s 


(tide-waiters),  frontier-guards,  blind  men,  puppet 
showers,  proprietors  of  lupunars,  etc.*  Besides, 
it  would  seem,  as  far  al  least  as  the  very  obscure 
wording  of  this  commission  can  be  understood,  that 
Yoritomo  had  at  the  same  lime  entrusted  lo  the 
Eta,  the  service  of  the  public  police  in  the  Kwanto. 

Later  on,  following  upon  the  ruin  of  the  Yori- 
tomo family,  intestine  wars  began,  during  which 
the  feudal  lords  contended  for  his  inheritance  ; 
there  was  no  longer  any  stable  government  ;  the 
author  ily  of  the  official  chief  of  the  Kwanlo  Chori 
could  not  be  exercised,  for  each  Lord,  master  of  a 
region,  appointed  at  his  whim  the  chief  of  the 
Chori  of  that  region,  and  there  weie  such  kinds 
of  chiefs  appointed  by  poweiful  Lords,  to  wit  the 
Shingen  of  the  Province  of  Kai  and  Hojo  of 
Odawara.  The  disorder  was  great.  It  came  lo 
an  end  when  the  victory  of  Sekigahara  empowered 
lyeyasu,  of  the  Tokugawa  family,  lo  pacify  llie 
Empiie  and  to  reorganize  its  institutions. 

Danzaemon  did  not  lose  a  moment  :  he  went  to 
lyeyasu  who  had  just  established  himself  in  Edo 
(to  day  Tokyo)  and  mel  him  at  Fuchu,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Musashi.  He  explained  to  him  the  situa- 
tion that  his  family  had  occupied  since  the  lime  of 
Yoiitomo,  and  asked  him  for  its  continuance.  His 
claims  were  considered  by  the  Shogun  just,  and  he 
immediately  appointed  the  Dan  family  hereditary 
chief  of  ihe  Kwanto  Chori.  Some  hundred  years 
afterwards,  in  the  5th  year  of  Genroku  ( 1 69 1 ) , 
Danzaemon,  a  Chori  of  the  village  of  Nina  (Joshu) 
betook  himself  to  Edo.  He  came,  armed  wilh  a 
commission  formerly  signed  by  Shingen,  to  contest 
Danzaemon's  rights;  but  the  Shogurr's  Supreme 
Court,  after  having  examined  the  matter,  gave 
judgment  in  favour  of  the  latter,  and  since  then 
the  Dan  family  has  exercised  in  peace  its  authority 
over  the  Kwanto  Eta. 

Such  is  the  origin  thatthe  Danzaemon  familyas- 
ci  ibes  lo  itself  hei  e  is  a  singular  coincidence  to  note. 
It  is  notorious  thai  the  Princely  house  of  Shimadzu 
(of  Satsuma),  one  of  the  grandest  of  the  Japan- 
ese nobility,  also  descends  from  a  Prince  of  ihe 
Chinese  dynasty  of  the  Shin.  And  a  still  more 
singular  iliing  is  that  Shimadzu's  and  Danzae- 
mon's crests  are  identical,  namely  a  cr  oss  inscr  ibed 
within  a  circle.  Is  there  any  indication  therein 
that  for  the  two  families  there  has  been  a  common 
origin?  It  may  be  so:  but  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  fotmerly  there  was  no  lack  of  fellows 
ready  lo  devise  genealogies  pui  posely  lo  satisfy 
ihe  vanity  of  the  ambitious,  and  that  what  they 
avouched  must  be  accepted  only  wilh  grains  of 
allowance,  Such  would  seem  to  be  the  case  as 
r  egar  ds  what  concerns  the  origin  of  the  Danzaemon 
family,  and  of  its  crest. 

However  it  may  be,  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
Danzaemon  family  and  as  to  its  claims  to  nobility, 
its  calling  was  not  of  the  loftiest.  It  consisted  in 
preparing  skins  and  leather  as  well  as  in  making 
lamp-wicks.  Danzaemon  enjoyed  a  monopoly  of 
ihese  articles  in  the  capital  and  ill  llie  eight  pro- 
vinces of  the  Kwanto.  This  monopoly,  which  was 
very  lucrative,  had  never,  however,  been  officially 
gianted  to  him  :  he  had  appropriated  it  by  abus- 
ing his  title  of  purveyor  to  ihe  Shogun  s  Court. 
Nevei  theless,  ill  r  eturn  for  ibis  privilege,  he 
furnished  the  palace  with  the  following  ai  tides 
gratuitously  :  lamp-wicks,  war  drums,  drums  for 
the  towers  of  the  castle  of  Edo  and  for  fire  look- 
outs, bi  idles  for  the  Shogun's  stables  at  Edo,  at 
Fuchu  (Musashi),  and  at  Kogauei  (Shimosa). 
Excepting  as  legards  lamp  wicks,  there  is  tolal 
ignorance  as  lo  what  were  the  quantities  of  these 
diverse  ai  tides  that  the  chief  of  the  Eta  was  lo 
annually  furnish  the  palace  wilh.  Documents 
upon  the  subject  aie  wanting.  It  is  known,  how- 
ever, that  the  Shogun  requiied,  in  the  most 
absolute  manner,  that  for  his  diums  the  leather  of 
chesnut  horses  should  be  used  to  the  exclusion 
of  thai  of  horses  of  other  colours.  It  is  even  added, 
that  when  giving  orders  for  them,  he  had  the  raw 
material  examined  as  a  preliminary  step,  at  the 
manufacturers'  establishment.  The  exploitation 
of  the  leather  industry  offered  no  difficulty.  The 
raw  mater  ial  was  more  than  abundant.  To  the 
chief  of  the  Eta  had  been  exclusively  r  eser  ved  the 
business  of  removing  all  dead  animals  from  horses 
and  horned  catlle  to  dogs  and  cats.  The  Shogun's 
stables  paid  one  ryo  and  one  bu  for  the  caiting 
a*way  of  a  dead  horse;  Daimyos  paid  a  greater 
or  a  smaller  sum.  It  was,  however,  foi  bidden  lo 
utilize  the  hides  of  the  Shogun's  saddle  horses, 
which  had  to  be  blliied  intact  at  the  rale  of  2 
ryo'  and  2  bu  for  each  animal. 

In  Edo  and  ils  vicinity,  as  soon  as  Danzaemon 
had  been  put  in  possession  of  a  dead  beasl  by  the 
owner ,  he  had  it  can  ied  away  without  delay  ;  this 
woi  k  was  done  by  till  ee  Hinin  chiefs,  in  consider- 


•  The  Kwanto  includes  the  provinces  East  of  the  Hakone 
Pass. 


'  It  will  be  seen  further  on,  that  followers  of  these  kinds  of 
occuption,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hinin,  could  raise  them- 
selves in  the  social  scale  to  the  rank  of  men  of  the  people. 

»  A  ryo  is  the  money  replaced  by  the  yen :  a  bu  was  worth  the 
fourth  of  a  ryo;  but  at  that  time  the  ryo  had  a  value  greatly 
superior  to  the  present  yen. 


Feb.  24,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


249 


atiou  of  t lie  concession  to  ihem  of  a  Kanjimba8  25 
Kilometre*  square,  He  had  a  tannery,  in  Ins 
Shiumachi  quartet  behind  ilie  prison, 

To  Daitiaemon  belonged  ilie  monopoly  of  the 
leather  industiy,  bill  lie  had  authorised  the  Eta  of 
his  jurisdiction  to  follow  the  trade  of  curriers  on 
condition  that  they  would  semi  to  him  at  Edo,  to 
receive  his  stamp,  all  skills  prepared  by  them  and 
lhal  they  would  pay  him  for  each  skin  one  momme 
in  silver  (58  giains  Troy). 

The  quantity  of  vegetable  lamp  wicks  that 
Danzaemou  had  to  present  each  year  to  the  Sho- 
gun's  palace,  was  fixed  at  500  kwamme  (1,875 
kilogrs).  Delivery  look  place  the  1st  day  of  the 
I  III)  moon. 

ll  i->  well  known  that  this  merchandise  is  made 
out  of  the  pith  of  an  aquatic  plant  of  the  rush 
family;  it  was  of  prime  importance  for  the  Dan 
family  that  their  stock  of  it  should  be  looked  after. 
Danzaemou  was  clever  enough  to  have  the  fit  st 
Shogun  confer  upon  him  and  upon  his  successois 
a  concession  granting  to  him  and  to  them  the 
piivilege  of  requisitioning  15  villages  at  hischoice, 
and  within  his  jui  isdiction,  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
plant,  and  the  crop  had  to  be  deliveied  to  hint  gra- 
tuitously, This  piivilege  was  not  a  dead  letter. 
Each  year  Danzaemou  designated  the  15  villages 
upon  which  this  (ax  should  fall.  Each  one  of  them 
had  to  furnish  250  kwamme  (937  kilogr.  \),  The 
bales  were  taken  to  Danzaemen's  store-houses 
where  the  wicks  were  prepaied  for  use.  Once  the 
supplying  of  the  palace  effected,  the  surplus  was  sold 
in  Edo  and  in  the  eight  provinces  of  the  Kwanto. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  it  was  not 
without  mui  muring  that  the  peasants  performed 
this  corvie.  If  they  did  submit  (o  it,  it  was  entiie- 
ly  out  of  respect  for  the  will  and  pleasure  set  forth 
in  the  concession  gi  anted  by  the  Shogun  Iyeyasu. 
Again,  if  the  corvee  had  been  imposed  equally 
upon  all  the  provinces  within  the  jurisdiction,  there 
would  have  been  no  occassiou  for  objection  ;  but 
as  the  cultivation  of  the  plant  succeeds  well  only  in 
the  provinces  of  Shimosa  and  Hitachi,  it  was  upon 
the  villages  therein  that  constantly  fell  that  heavy 
burden.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that  the  peasants 
frequently  strove  to  escape  from  it,  with  more  01 
less  success.  Once  among  other  times  Danzae 
mon's  agents  had  come,  in  their  duel's  name,  to 
assign  the  corvee  to  a  village  within  the  domain 
of  the  family  of  Ii  Kamon-no-Kami  (Piovince 
of  Shimosa).  The  villagers,  confident  in  the 
great  influence  they  knew  their  Lord  enjoyed 
will)  the  Shogun,  thought  the  moment  well- 
timed  for  protesting  against  Danzaeuion's  or- 
ders, refused  to  listen  to  his  i  n  ten  den  ts  and  de- 
clared themselves  ready  to  have  the  matter  carried 
before  the  courts,  if  necessary.  A  lively  discus- 
sion followed  ;  but  the  peasants  had  the  worst  of 
it  and  had  to  give  way  before  their  adveisaiies' 
arguments.  The  reason  the  latter  advanced  to 
prove  the  indisputable  character  of  Danzaemon's 
rights,  was  that  the  power  of  Gongen  Sama  (the 
1st  Shogun  deified)  was  eternal  and  divine,  whilst 
the  influence  of  their  master  was  only  ephemeral. 
Danzaemou  in  this  way  reaped  an  advantage, 
over  the  feudal  loids,  out  of  the  prestige  enjoyed 
by  the  Shogun. 

At  another  time,  however,  in  the  era  of  Kampo 
( 1 74 1 ) ,  matteis  did  not  turn  out  as  favourably. 
Danzaeuion's  intendents  had  enteied  the  domain 
of  the  Pi  i nee  of  Mito  in  order  to  enforce,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  the  plant  corvee:  but  they  were  ill 
received  and  were  maltreated  by  the  villagers, 
who  went  so  far  as  to  threaten  them  with  death. 
Their  favouiite  arguments  about  authority  wei  e 
without  effect,  and  it  was  with  much  trouble  that 
they  were  able  to  extricate  themselves  from  their 
bad  predicament  and  to  flee  to  Edo.  The  unfor- 
tunate result  of  this  mission  having  been  repoiled 
to  Danzaemou,  he  became  alarmed  and  at  once 
expedited  bearers  of  excuses  to  the  Lord  of  Milo's 
farmers.  From  that  time  the  domain  of  that 
piince  was  freed  from  the  corvee. 

The  maiket  for  the  sale  of  wicks  was  held  once 
eveiy  two  months,  when  Danzaemou  handed  over 
to  the. traders  of  the  city,  a  certain  number  of 
bales  of  them.  There  is  one  thing  to  be  noticed, 
and  that  is  that  there  has  never  been  any  im- 
putation that  Danzaemou  had  ever  abused  his 
monopoly  in  order  to  make  himself  master  of  the 
maiket;  but  there  may  have  been  some  ordinance 
by  the  Shogun  that  fixed  the  prices  at  which  the 
wicks  were  to  be  sold  there. 

The  Danzaemou  family  must  ceitainly  have 
derived  handsome  profits  from  those  two  indus- 
tries ;  but  the  people  under  his  administration  or 
rather  his  clients  the  number  of  whom,  less  great 
in  the  last  few  years,  had  been  at  first  very  im- 
posing, were  another  source  of  revenue  to  him. 

Under  Yoritomo  and  his  successors,  Danzae- 
mou had  jurisdiction  not  only  over  the  Eta  and 

"  A  Kanjimba  was  one  quarter  of  the  city  within  the  limits  of 
which  a  person  was  licensed  to  beg.  (- do  was  divided  into 
several  Kanjimba,  the  distributor  of  which  was  Daniaemon. 
Many  H'min  had  no  other  means  of  support  than  mendicancy? 


the  Hinin,  but  also  over  the  followers  of  18  dif- 
ferent lindes  0l'  calling-,.  The  lallei  hail  mm- 
cerded,  one  after  another,  in  freeing  themselves 
fiom  it  and  theie  lemained  submitted  to  it  under 
lyemilsu,  the  31  d  Shogun,  only  ha  ii -di  essti  s, 
stone  masons,  and  dyeis,  and  they  too  were 
liberated  from  it  in  1891  under  the  celebrated 
Minister  Hirakawa  Kakti-5. 

We  have  110  precise  infoi  mat  ion  as  to  the  amount 
of  dues  that  these  bodies  of  workers  paid  ,  but  it 
is  known  that  each  family  of  Eta  sent,  as  its  yeaily 
con  ti  i billion,  one  bag  of  1  ice  (72  liti  es) .  Now,  as 
the  number  of  these  families  amounted  to  nearly 
IO.OOO,  there  entered  Danzaemon's  warehouses, 
liudei  this  heading,  mote  than  70,000  hectolitres 
a  year.  It  is  known,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
chief  the  Hinin,  Zenshichi  was  obliged  to  furnish 
him  evei  y  month  30,000  days  woik  by  labourers. 
Whenever,  for  one  leasou  or  another,  this  figiue 
was  not  reached,  there  was  owing  for  each  day 
short,  an  indemnity  of  130  mon.  Blind  shampooers 
and  begging  singers  weie  likewise  bound  to  pay 
something,  but  it  was  the  intendents  that  benefit- 
ed thereby. 

Such  were  the  obligations  of  the  Eta  and  of  the 
Hinin  to  their  chief;  but  in  return,  he  had  to  deal 
justice  out  to  them  and  to  conduct  public  matters 
for  them.  The  Shogun  had  ceded  to  him  his  judi 
cial  power  over  them.  Danzaemou  had  to  exercise 
that  power  by  conforming  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law  called  "  of  the  h u nd  1  ed  ai  tides".  Naturally, 
in  the  application  of  them,  it  was  not  raiely  that 
arbitrariness  was  seen  to  play  a  certain  1 61  e.  Yet, 
defined  1  esti  ictions  had  been  imposed:  the  pen- 
alty of  banishment  and  every  higher  one,  could  not 
be  canted  into  execution  without  the  previous 
authorisation  of  the  Governor  of  Edo.  The 
court  house  was  near  Danzaemon's  residence; 
he  often  sat  in  judgment  in  it  himself,  but,  (he 
more  often  he  delegated  his  functions  of  judge  to 
an  intendent.  The  prison  had  about  it  nothing 
particularly  worthy  of  note?  It  was  situated  in  an 
enclosure  of  1,000  tsubo  (about  65  are)  and  was 
composed  of  ihree  buildings,  two  of  which  were 
intended  [or  Eta  and  Hinin,  while  the  other  was 
kept  for  ciimiuals  that  in  case  of  necessity  the 
Governor  of  the  city  from  time  to  time  committed 
to  his  custody. 

To  arrest  fugitive  criminals  and  to  supply  exe- 
cutioners and  their  aids  for  the  execution  of  those 
condemned  to  death,  came  within  Danzaemon's 
functions  ;  originally  he  selected  Eta  for  this  busi- 
ness, but  later  on  he  prescribed  this  lax  upon  the 
Hinin.  The  latter  had  also  assigned  to  them  the 
duly  of  maiking  the  banished  with  the  special 
kind  of  tattooing  that  pointed  them  out  to  public 
scorn.  This  tattoo  consisted  of  a  black  band  7  to 
8  centimetres  long  by  I  centimetre  wide  pricked 
into  the  right  arm  10  centimetres  from  the 
shoulder.  All  these  penalties,  however,  were  exe- 
cuted only  after  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  of 
the  city  had  been  obtained. 

The  i6le  played  by  Danzaemou  was,  it  appears, 
a  considerable  one.  Besides  his  participation  in 
the  exeicise  of  the  public  power,  he  enjoyed  privi- 
leges that  were  almost  identical  with  those  of  the 
Daimyos,  and  was  bound,  with  regard  to  the  high 
functionaries,  to  certain  social  obligations. 

The  quarter  within  which  he  had  his  residence, 
was  then  known  under  the  name  of  Shincho,  and 
was  upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  three  islets 
(itchome,  nichome,  and  sanchome)  of  Kameoka- 
cho  in  the  Asakusa  ward.  It  made  as  it  were  a 
town  of  itself,  having  a  total  aiea  of  abot^t  4-5  hec- 
tares and  being  covered  with  hundreds  of  shops 
kept  exclusively  by  Eta :  here  were  seen  displayed 
drums,  sandals  with  leather  soles,  and  other  articles 
made  of  leather.  In  the  centre  of  this  quadrila- 
teral, upon  a  plot  of  ground  of  some  85  are  en- 
closed with  a  fence,  arose  a  sumptuous  mansion, 
such  a  one  as  might  have  been  the  palace  of  a 
feudal  lord  whose  annual  revenue  would  not  have 
been  less  than  10,000  koku1"  of  rice.  There  it  was 
that  Danzaemou  lived  with  his  family. 

A  fii  st  exterior  gate  called  Nagaya-mon,  led  to 
a  second  one  called  Chu-shaku-mon,  gate  of  honour 
which  two  gates  the  Daimyos  belonging  to  the 
Sbogun's  family  and  a  few  other  feudal  lords 
alone  had  the  right  to  erect.  From  this  gate  of 
honour  the  Genkvian,  the  principal  door  or  the 
porch,  was  reached.  The  interior  of  the  mansion 
was  decorated  with  unexampled  luxury;  besides 
the  private  apartments,  there  was  a  reception 
room  of  65  tatami  (105  square  metres  in  area) 
and  four  other  rooms  named  after  the  style  of 
ornament  appropriated  to  each  of  them  ;  they  were 
the  pine  room  (matsu-noma),  the  bamboo  room 
(take  no  ma),  the  plum  room  (ume-no-ma),  and  the 
chrysanthemum  room  (kiku  no  ma).  The  wall 
paper,  and  the  carved  wood  represented  the  flow- 
ers, the  leaves,  and  the  branches  of  the  plant  to 
which  the  room  was  dedicated.  In  the  northern 
fi  outage  theie  was  a  hack  door,  and  in  the  wcler  n 

10  A  koku  is  equal  to  about  189  litret. 
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a  seciet  door  had  been  contrived  thiough  which 
visitois  gained  admittance,  those  who  wished  to 
enlei  incognito,  such  as  samurai  or  citizens  that 
money  tumbles  had  driven  to  have  recourse  lo  the 
chief  of  the  Eta's  puree.  Within  the  enclosure,  by 
the  side  of  the  mansion,  theie  were  seven  kttra 
filled  with  the  family's  riches,  and  eleven  store 
houses  for  leather  and  lamp  wicks.  There  was 
also  an  office  especially  appiopnated  to  transac- 
tions in  loans  of  money. 

The  piivate  seivice  of  the  mansion  was  dis- 
chaiged  by  a  great  number  of  young  giils  chosen 
in  Eta  families.  For  the  conducting  of  his  com- 
mercial affairs  and  for  the  exeicise  of  his  public 
functions,  Danzaemou  maintained  a  staff  of  225 
persons,  including  15  intendants  upon  whom  de- 
volved the  most  important  functions,  and  who  each 
one  had  the  management  of  some  special  line  of 
duty,  65  sub-intendants,  70  vat  ions  employes,  and 
75woikmen  detailed  for  the  piepaiation  of  skins 
and  leather.  The  intendants  and  sub-intendants 
alone  had  access  lo  their  chief.  With  ilie  excep- 
tion of  two  intendants  whose  functions  were  here- 
ditary from  father  lo  son,  ihe  13  otheis  as  well  as 
the  65  sub-intendants,  were  elected  by  vote  from 
among  the  most  1  ecommendable  Eta  of  the  Kwanto. 
But  if  all  wei  e  eligible,  the  right  of  election  belong- 
ed only  to  the  500  notables  that  in  each  group  or 
commune,  pei formed  the  duties  of  mayor. 

Kach  group  possessed  its  autonomy  :  the  notable 
administered  affaiis  without  Danzaemon's  ditect 
intervention;  he  received  depositions  lelating  to 
births,  mar  1  iages,  and  deaths,  and  was  not  obliged 
to  transmit  them  to  Edo.  It  was  through  them 
that  Danzaemou  acquainted  the  Eta  with  the  laws 
or  edicts  that  concerned  them.  The  elected  re- 
mained in  office  for  5  years;  but  it  happened 
sometimes  that  for  Danzaemon's  convenience,  their 
renewal  was  postponed  for  8  or  10  years.  The 
greatest  libetly  was  left  lo  the  electors:  it  was 
allowable  for  them  to  write  upon  the  voting  papers 
their  estimation  of  the  personality  of  (hose  they 
wished  to  elect,  to  re-elect,  or  to  reject.  However, 
neither  the  electors  nor  their  delegates  proceeded 
to  ascertain  the  results  of  the  ballot.  Danzaemou, 
assisted  by  a  few  intendants  only,  performed  that 
opeiation.  This  system,  devoid  of  control,  was 
ceitain,  it  can  be  readily  undeistood,  to  open  the 
door  to  many  abuses.  Indeed,  candidates  that 
were  desirous  of  being  elected,  had  no  scruple  in 
endeavouring  lo  biibe  the  intendants  and  they  did 
so  pretty  often.  However  that  may  be,  one  cannot 
help  being  struck  with  wonder  at  seeing  the  Eta 
offer  in  this  way  the  spectacle  of  a  limited  monar- 
chy, while  Ihe  rest  of  the  Japanese  people  was,  still 
under  the  tegime  of  the  Shogunal  despotism. 

Danzaemou  was  bound  to  present  himself  at 
ceitain  times  befoie  ihe  Shogun's  high  function- 
aries. When  he  set  out  to  fulfil  these  obligations, 
he  had  the  right  to  the  same  dress  and  lo  the  same 
retinue  that  Daimyos  of  10,000  koku  had,  with  ibis 
difference,  however,  that  ihe  halberdiers,  instead 
of  carrying  their  pikes  upright  by  resting  them 
against  their  shoulders,  did  so  by  sloping  them,  a 
pai  ticiilat  ity  thai  separated  him  from  the  nobility. 
He  oidered  lo  be  ciied  on  bis  passage  "  shita  ni 
iro"  (on  your  knees),  to  impose  a  respectful  atti- 
tude :  but  this  prerogative  of  his  was  limited  to  his 
own  quarter  of  the  city,  whilst  for  the  Shogun  and 
for  the  Daimyos,  it  extended  the  whole  route  they 
followed. 

When  he  wished  to  send  his  wife  and  children 
to  enjoy  themselves  at  Ueno  at  ihe  cherry  blossom 
season,  for  instance,  he  made  them  descend  the 
Sumida  river  in  a  boat,  to  the  Ryogoku  Bridge  to 
thence  direct  their  steps  towards  the  objective 
point  of  their  promenade.  In  this  way,  no  one 
knew  whence  they  came  and  their  costume  enabled 
them  to  pass  for  members  of  a  noble  or  of  a  rich 
family.  Moreover,  orders  had  been  given  before- 
hand lo  all  the  cobblers  under  bis  authority  and 
woiking  in  the  city,  to  keep  themselves  away  from 
the  streets  through  which  his  wife  and  children 
would  pass. 

The  principal  occasion  that  bid  Danzaemou  lo 
go  officially  lo  tender  his  homage  to  the  high  func- 
tionaries, namely,  the  Goroju,  the  Wakadoshiyori, 
and  the  three  Governors,  was  New  Year's  time. 
He  paid  his  visit  between  the  31  d  and  the  Slh  of 
the  1st  month  and  did  so  in  grand  attire. 

Upon  his  arrival  before  the  exterior  gate  of  the 
functionary's  mansion,  bis  name  was  given  to  the 
porter,  who  cried  it  out  aloud  but  curtly,  to  notify 
it  to  those  within.  At  the  porch,  Danzaemou 
alighted  from  his  chair  and  expressed  his  congra- 
tulations suitable  to  the  occasion,  lo  the  Samurai 
on  duty,  who  advanced  a  step  or  two  to  receive 
him  ;  he  then  handed  them  as  a  New  Year's  gift 
for  their  master,  a  pair  of  sandals  called  Kongo- 
sori.  The  Samurai  stood  erect  and  answered 
him  in  a  haughty  tone  of  voice.  Beyond  these 
New  Yeai's  visits,  it  was  rarely  that  Danzaemou 
presented  himself  before  functionaries,  or  at  the 
offices  of  the  Government.    Usually,  when  he  was 
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personally  and  by  name  summoned  anywhere,  lie 
substituted  one  of  his  intendanls  in  bis  place,  who 
peifoimed  his  mission  altiied  in  the  same  way  as 
weie  Samurai  retainers  of  Daimyos.  It  was  ob- 
servable, however,  that  his  liakama  had  a  border 
on  them  of  a  colour  different  fiom  thai  of  the  stuff 
they  were  made  of,  and  that  ill  returning,  he  no 
longer  had  liis  two  swords  stuck  through  his  belt, 
bis  valets  carried  them  on  their  shoulders.  These 
pat  liculiarites  designated  to  the  eyes  of  the  public 
the  delegate  of  the  chief  of  the  Eta. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  the  1st  month,  all  the  Eta 
living  in  Edo,  came  to  present  their  compliments 
to  their  chief,  on  the  occasion  of  the  New  Year. 
His  intendanls  and  sub-intendants,  who,  as  we 
have  said,  were  alone  admitted  to  Danzaenion's 
presence,  were  teceived  in  lire  grand  hall  and  in- 
vited to  di  ink  toso,  a  perfumed  liqueur  partaken 
of  at  that  season.  As  to  the  other  employes  and 
to  the  workmen;  they  crowded  about  the  principal 
entrance  and,  vie'mg  with  each  other,  shouted  out 
the  usual  compliments. 

The  groups  of  Eta  spread  over  the  Kuanlo  dis- 
trict, sent  to  Edo,  at  New  Year's  time,  five  dele- 
gales,  to  convey  their  congratulations  lo  their 
chief  and  presents  of  various  kinds;  but,  on  ac- 
count of  the  length  of  the  journey  and  of  the  dif- 
ficulties attending  it,  they  had  until  the  15th  of  the 
2nd  month  to  acquit  themselves  of  ihis  obligation. 

The  Eta  renewed  several  times  during  the  year, 
this  maik  of  respect  for  and  devotion  lo  theii 
chief,  especially  at  the  time  of  the  dog-days,  at  the 
beginning  of  winter  and  at  the  festival  of  the  dead 
in  the  7th  month.  At  the  time  of  this  laltet 
festival,  Danzaemon  had  a  religious  service  cele- 
brated in  the  Jokoan  temple  at  Senjtl,  near  Edo, 
"  for  the  repose  of  the  ghosts  of  dead  animals," 
and  he  paid  for  that  ceremony  two  bales  of  rice 
and  a  yyo  and  a  bu  in  gold.  He  in  this  way  paid 
reverence  to  animals,  the  source  of  bis  revenue. 

Danzaemon  was  accustomed  to  give  two  magni- 
ficent festivals  a  year  to  those  subjected  to  him. 
One  was  a  religious  ceremony  which  he  had  cele- 
brnted  on  the  17th  of  the  month,  in  honour  of 
Gongen  Santa  (the  divine  name  of  the  1st  Shogun 
deified).  It  was  an  offeiing  of  gratitude  lo  lye- 
yasn  to  whom  he  owed  the  maintenance  of  his  old 
position  and  of  his  foilune. 

The  other  festival  was  that  of  Jinjin-sama,  the 
patron  god  of  Shimmachi,  that  is  of  the  Eta  quarter, 
and  was  most  brilliant.  Upon  that  occasion  there 
were  processions  in  the  streets  of  that  quailer  of 
the  town.  Seven  cars  magnificently  decorated 
and  bearing  the  1  epresentation  of  some  national 
legend,  weie  dragged  through  those  streets  and 
each  car  was  preceded  by  young  people  uniformly 
allired>.  The  festival  lasted  three  days  and  to 
give-  it  more  splendour  and  animation,  he  invited 
to  it  besides  Eta,  young  folks  of  both  sexes  of  the 
people,  and,  to  attract  them  to  it,  he  distributed  to 
each  one  of  them  a  dress  of  white  crape  and  at 
the  same  lime  boxes  filled  with  viands  prepared 
at  Yaozen's  celebrated  restaurant  in  Edo.  It  is 
thus  seen  that  it  was  by  means  of  his  gold  pro- 
fusely spent,  that  he  suceeded  in  overcoming  re- 
pugnance and  that  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
detaining  for  a  few  days  within  his  quaiter  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  Eta,  a  certain  number  of  persons 
of  the  people.  Il  is  again  thanks  to  his  gold  that 
he  was  accommodated  in  restaurants.  He  was  an 
habitue-  of  Yaozen's  place,  whei  e  there  was  a  room 
reserved  for  him.  If,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
this  room  was  not  disengaged,  Danzaemon  was 
miioduced  into  another  one,  but  in  that  case  he, 
the  next  day,  had  the  mats  polluted  by  his  pre 
sence,  renewed.  The  same  obligation  was  in 
cumbent  upon  other  Eta  who  frequented  the 
restaurants  and  even  houses  of  ill-fame,  but,  in 
order  lo  escape  from  it,  they  took  pains  to  repair 
lo  litem  secretly  so  as  to  be  not  recognized. 

Such  was  Danzaemon's  social  condition  and 
that  of  the  Eta  under  his  administration. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  chief  of  the  Eta  pos 
sessed  the  prerogatives  of  a   Daimyo,  everything 
reminded  him,  even  his  princely  retinue,  that  he 
was  but  a  pariah,  not  a  wit  less  than  were  his  sub 
ordiuales. 

However,  as  we  said  at  the  outset,  after  it  had 
existed. for  many  centuries,  the  odious  appellation 
of  Eta  was  suppressed  in  the  beginning  of  the  era 
of  Meiji.  The  Imperial  decision  was  published  by 
two  notifications  issued  from  the  Dnijokwan  (Su- 
preme Council)  and  addressed  one  to  the  country 
at  large  and  one  to  the  Prefects. 

Here  is  the  translation  of  the  two  documents. 

Notification  to  the  People  :—"  The  appellations 
of  Eta  and  of  Hinin  are  suppressed.  Persons  be- 
longing to  these  two  categories  of  subjects  shall 
henceforth  have  the  same  social  rank  as  have 
Heimin  (commoners)  and  the  same  legal  capacity 
as  they  for  the  following  of  professions  or  of 
trades." 

The  281I1  day  of  the  8ih  month  of  the  4th  year 
of  Mtiji. 


(Seal  of  the  Datjokuoan) . 
Notification  to  the  Prefects  : — "  The  appellations 
of  Eta  and  of  Hinin  having  been  suppressed,  the 
local  authorities  are  requited  to  enter  in  the  regi 
sters  of  the  social  status  of  the  people,  all  persons 
belonging  to  those  two  categories  of  subjects  and 
to  let  them  enjoy  the  same  social  rank  as  men  of 
the  people  and  the  same  legal  capacity  as  they 
enjoy  for  the  following  of  all  professions  and  of  all 
trades." 

"The  exemptions  f  1  om  land  tax  or  from  others 
that  old  customs  have  allowed  to  exist  in  favour  of 
Eta  and  of  Hinin,  are  abolished.  A  draft  of  a  law 
for  the  assessment  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  them 
shall  be  prepared  and  submitted  lo  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Finance." 

(  The  same  date  and  Seal  as  above). 
This  great  social  refot  m  is assut  edly  one  of  those 
ihal  does  lite  most  honour  to  the  Restoration  of  the 
Impel  ial  Power  and  that  cannot  be  praised  too 
highly.  And  now  that  the  whole  of  the  Japanese 
people  without  distinction  of  classes,  has  obtained 
from  the  Emperor,  political  rights  proclaimed  by 
the  Constitution,  Eta  are  electors  like  Heimin  and 
are  eligible  to  Parliament.  The  title,  then,  of 
Heimin  granted  to  Eta  is  a  real  dignity  for  them. 


IN  THE  BELGIAN  CONSULATE- 
GENERAL. 


Before    Baron    d'AnetHAN,    Belgian  Minister, 
Piesident,  and    Messrs.    DE    LA  Penne,  Italian 
Consul,  and  P.  DE    Groote,  Belgian  Secretary, 
Associates;  Mr.  Mees,  Cleik  of  the  Court. 
Monday,  February  19th,  1894, 


PUBLIC  EXAMINATION  OF  EDWARD  MULLENDOKl'F, 
OF  THE   FIRM   OF  POl.LET  AND  MTJLLENDORFF 
FAILURES. 


On  the  assembling  of  the  Court,  the  President 
first  read  the  Report  of  the  Liquidator,  Mr.  J.  Ph. 
von  Hemeit,  made  on  the  201I1  day  of  November, 
1893;  also  the  evidence  of  the  Failure,  E.  Mullen- 
doiff,  and  J,  P.  Darbier,  and  extracts  from  others 
having  claims  on  the  firm. 

The  defendant  was  then  examined  by  the  Court, 
and  in  reply  to  questions  said  that  he  was  twenty 
seven  years  of  age.  He  resided  and  did  business 
in  Yokohama.  He  recognised  the  books  in  Court 
and  acknowledged  that  they  had  been  badly  kept 
for  some  time.  His  only  partner  was  Pollet.  He 
could  not  positively  state  the  amount  of  capital 
invested,  as  no  exact  amount  had  been  fixed 
200,000  francs  more  or  less.  It  might  have  been 
250,000,  but  he  believed  it  was  nearer  the  mark  to 
say  200,000  francs. 

The  Piesident  pointed  out  an  item  of  $I3,o3s 
which  had  been    expended  during  a  period 
21  months  on  personal  expenses,  and  also  sub 
milted    a    list   of   cheques    drawn    for  personal 
accounts.    He  did  not  find  these  items  in  the 
cash  book? 

Defendant  replied  that  the  items  were  not  cash, 
so  had  not  been  entered.  He  had,  however 
used  it  011  his  own  account,  and  had  put  il  in  his 
own  pocket.  There  was  something  he  could  not 
understand  in  the  accounts;  the  Liquidator  had 
made  it  $13,085,  while  he  made  it  only  $10,108. 

Mr.  Von  Hemeit  was  here  sworn,  when  somi 
discussion  took  place  relative  lo  various  ilems 
the  account. 

The  Court — There  was  a  balance  of  $16,710 
what  has  become  of  it  ?— It  had  been  used  ill 
pottion  of  the  business. 

The  Court — You  have  said  that  the  cash  allow 
ed  you  was  insufficient,  and  that  you  had  to  gel 
mote  from  home? — Yes. 

The  Court  pointed  out  to  defendant  that  what 
he  had  put  down  as  personaj  expenses  was  exceti 
sive.  The  expenses  of  the  firm  were  also  excessive 
amounting  to  $13,700  for  21  months.  Did  defei 
daut  not  think  the  amount  excessive  for  a  busi 
uess  of  $40,000  per  annum  ? 

Defendant  replied  that  such  an  expenditure  was 
absolutely  necessary.  If  less  money  had  beet 
offered  to  the  men,  Messrs.  Richler  and  Blundell 
the  latter  especially,  he  might  not  have  been  abl 
to  retain  their  services.  The  latter  was  not  only 
a  cleik,  but  he  had  a  business  of  his  own  whicl 
was  lo  be  woi  ked  in  the  interests  of  the  firm. 

The  Court    reiterated  that   the  expenses, 
shown  in  the  books,  were  excessive — exaggerated 
lu  the  month  of  February  defendant  had  already 
written  to  his  partner  the  expenses  were  too  heavy 
til  such  a  case  why  did  he  not  reduce  them  V  Rich- 
ler, it  seemed,  was  the  only  item  dispensed  with. 
Defendant  replied  the  others  were  necessaty. 
The  Couit  pointed  out  that  the  accounts  did  not 
show  a  very  considerable  business— about  $40,000 


a  year  on  an  average.  Besides  the  affairs  of  the 
fiim  wereaheady  embairassed  eaily  in  1893. 

Defendant  said  that  much  of  this  was  due  lo  a 
misconception  between  the  firm  and  the  bank. 

The  Court  remaiked  that,  on  the  S1I1  of  March, 
1893,  which  might  be  considered  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  defendant  had  written  that  he  absolutely 
had  not  a  cent. 

Defendant  replied  that  the  firm  here  was  refer- 
red to. 

On  the  22nd  June,  1893,  defendant  again  wrote 
in  the  same  strain  ;  that  he  had  not  a  cent,  and 
was  thinking  of  announcing  the  failure  of  the 
firm  unless  Pollet,  his  partner,  sent  him  money. 
In  July  also  he  wiotea  similar  letter,  but  had  in 
the  interim  been  helped  out  of  his  embarrassment 
by  some  fi iends  ? 

Defendant  replied  in  the  affirmative.  - 
The  Court — Steps  were  then  taken  to  retard  the 
isis  ? 

Defendant  was  of  opinion  that  the  steps  taken 
by  him  had  nothing  lo  do  wilh  the  case.  If  he 
had  had  all  his  papers  he  could  have  answered  the 
questions  put  him  in  his  preliminary  examination 
differently,  but  as  all  his  answers  were  purely  from 
memory,  he  might  have  made  mistakes. 

Some  documents,  consisting  of  a  bank  cheque 
and  paying-in  book,  as  well  as  other  papers,  were 
shown  defendant,  which  he  stated  he  recognised. 

The  Court  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  items 
mentioned  ill  those  books,  for  instance,  the  sale  of 
shawls,  had  not  been  entered  in  his  books. 

Defendant  did  not  think  the  sums  should 
necessarily  been  passed  Ihiough  the  cash  book,  as 
the  money  may  have  been  paid  by  cheques. 

J.  Darbier  was  here  called  up  by  defendant, 
and  asked  to  look  at  an  entry  on  September  51I1, 
and  give  an  explanation  as  lo  an  item  of  $2,030 
which  had  been  entered  as  $230? 

Witness  said  he  might  have  made  a  mistake,  as 
one  of  the  books  was  made  up  a  long  time  after. 
That  was  the  only  explanation  he  could  give. 

Defendant  here  stated  that  on  the  Illh  Novem- 
ber $80  was  received  from  Messrs;  Eyton  and 
Pratt  on  account  of  Sales,  which  was  paid  Mr.  B. 
Gillett  for  rent.  The  balance,  $74  odd,  was  expen- 
ded on  sundi  ies. 

The  Court  asked,  with  regard  to  24  cases  li- 
queurs, $200,  how  it  was  that  no  entry  appeared 
in  the  books  ? 

Defendant  replied  that  in  his  preliminary  ex- 
amination this  had  been  omitted  unintention- 
ally, but  the  money  must  have  been  used  up  ill 
the  business.  Another  item  of  $66  had  been 
divided  into  three  or  four  different  expenses.  He 
had  ceased  payment  in  October  or  November,  but 
his  employes  were  partly  paid  to  201I1  November. 

The  Court — You  know  your  signatuie  was  pro- 
tested, or  rather  questioned  in  February,  and 
again  in  July  ? 

Defendant  said  not  protested,  but  refused  for 
non-payment. 

Defendant  here  entered  into  a  lengthy  explana- 
tion as  to  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  write  home 
in  the  strain  he  did. 

The  Com  I— Anyhow  the  firm  here  was  embar- 
rassed ? — Yes,  the  same  as  at  e  other  houses  here, 
suffering  from  a  temporary  want  of  money. 

The  Court  then  asked  why  defendant  did  not 
have  a  Journal  as  prescribed  by  Art.  6  of  the  Code 
Beige? 

Defendant  said  he  had  a  sort  of  journal  in  which 
all  was  entered. 

The  Court — But  all  was  not  entered  ? 
Defendant  said  all  his  transactions  would  be 
found  in  it. 

The  Court — The  book  you  call  a  Journal  is  a 
Day  Book  ?— Yes. 

Defendant  here  read  a  paper  showing  the  pro- 
gress of  his  business,  his  partnership  with  Pollet, 
and  the  final  collapse  of  the  concern,  which  he  did 
not  consider  was  due  to  any  fault  of  his  own. 
The  Court— But  your  books  were  all  wrong  ? 
Defendant  said  he  had  nothing  lo  do  wilh  the 
books;  he  only  attended  to  the  con  espoudence 
and  the  business. 

J.  Darbier,  recalled,  said  all  the  accounts  of 
Pollet  and  Mullendoff  were  entered  in  the  Day 
Book,  He  knew  nothing^, of  Mullendoi ff's  private 
cheques.  In  August  he  received  $80  on  account 
of  salary,  and  subsequently  got  it  in  driblets  of 
$15,  $20,  and  $50.  He  knew  nothing  of  the 
Journal  ;  he  could  not  have  written  il  up  until  the 
other  book  was  exact.  The  book  ihey  kept  was 
a  Day  Book  combined  wilh  a  Journal. 

Defendant,  in  his  defence,  briefly  said  that  the 
whole  matter  was  the  fault  of  the  home  branch. 
He  had  been  doing  business  entirely  in  the  dark, 
When  he  took  up  mailers  here,  after  his  return 
from  home,  he  found  everything  in  great  dis- 
order, books,  papers,  and  everything  being  in- 
continently mixed  up,  and  he  had  had  much 
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difficulty  in  putting  ihem  together,  lis  had  been 
placed  in  a  false  position,  and  did  not  know  how 
he  stood,  in  fact  he  nr.  between  two  liies.  As  to 
non-payment  that  did  not  occur  till  the  faihiie  of 
the  firm, 

Judgment  was  reserved  till  2  p.m.  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Febi  naiy  201I1,  1894. 

judgment  was  delivered  in  this  case  lo-day. 
After  recapitulating  vatious  matters  which  had 
been  elicited  in  the  examination  of  the  defendant 
and  the  books  and  papers  of  the  firm,  in  regatd  to 
which  several  sections  of  the  Commercial  Code 
were  cited,  the  Couit  decided  defendant's  case 
was  one  of  simple  bankruptcy  and  sentenced  him 
to  three  months  imprisonment  and  to  pay  the 
GOStS  of  the  Court  amounting  to  6l  fiancs. 

A  full  text  of  the  Judgment  will  be  given  when 
a  certified  translation  is  issued. 


CHARGE  OF  EMBEZZLEMENT  AT 

KOBE. 
 +  

At  Kobe  on  the  19th  inst.  before  Mr.  R.  von 
Kienckt,  H.I.G.M.'s  Consul  for  Hyogo  and  OsaUa, 
and  Messis.  K.  Hoeckett,  O.  Munch,  M.  Puis, 
and  A.  Simon  as  assessors,  Cai  I  Ft  ledi  ich  Reimers 
was  placed  on  trial,  charged  with  appropi  iating 
for  his  own  use  the  proceeds  of  loo  cases  of  beei , 
consigned  to  him  and  sold  by  him  for  account  of 
the  Gaardener  Export- Biei  bi  atierei  in  Gaarden 
(near  Kiel),  instead  of  remitting  same  at  once 
to  the  consignors  of  the  goods.  The  charge 
was  brought  under  Par.  246  of  the  German 
Impei  ial  Penal  Code,  which  runs  as  follows: — 
"  A  person  who  unlawfully  appropriates  for  his 
own  use  moveable  property  which  he  holds  in 
trust  or  on  commission,  shall  be  punished  foi 
embezzlement  with  imprisonment  up  to  three  years, 
and  if  the  property  be  held  in  trust,  with  impri- 
sonment up  to  five  years.  If  mitigating  circum 
stances  are  pioved,  a  fine  may  be  imposed  up  to 
300  thalers  in  lieu  of  imprisonment." 

Mr.  Ernst  Becker,  of  Messis.  Becker  &  Co., 
holding  a  power  of  attorney  for  the  Gaardener 
Export-Biei  biauerei,  appeared  in  support  of  the 
charge,  and  after  the  facts  as  above  alleged  had 
been  pioved  in  evidence,  the  Court  delivered  Judg- 
ment, the  following  being  a  translation  : — 

"  The  merchant,  C.  F.  Reimers,  is  accused  of 
having  unlawfully  appropriated  the  sum  of  $750, 
the  pioceeds  of  loo  cases  of  beet  consigned  to  him 
by  the  Gaardener  Expoi  t  Biewery,  employing  foi 
his  own  use  the  money  received  by  selling  such 
cases  between  the  26th  June,  i8qi,  and  the  15th 
September,  1892.  Fiom  the  evidence  given  by 
the  witness  (Mi.  Ernst  Becker)it  appears  that  the 
accused  received  30  cases  per  steamer  Exe  on  the 
26th  June,  1891  ;  100  cases  pet  steamer  Corinth 
on  the  281I1  September,  1891  ;  and  20  cases  per 
steamer  Lydia  on  the  161I1  January,  1892.  In 
defence  the  accused  states  he  sent  50  cases 
to  Osaka,  for  which  lie  has  not  yet  received  ac- 
count sales,  and  while  acknowledging  that  he  has 
used  for  his  own  purposes  cei  tain  moneys  received 
on  account  of  the  remainder,  he  alleges  that  a 
number  of  cases  were  stolen,  and  he  maintains 
that  he  has  not  yet  received  a  considerable  part  of 
the  money  due  from  the  persons  to  whom  he  sold 
the  goods.  For  this  last  statement  the  accused 
brought  no  proofs,  and  it  appears  on  the  face 
of  it  untrustworthy,  as  since  the  day  that 
he  gave  in  his  accounts  (51I1  September,  1892), 
neatly  eighteen  months  have  passed,  and  it 
must  theiefote  be  assumed  in  default  of  evidence 
to  the  contrary  that  he  has  devoted  the  whole  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  100  cases  to  his  own  use. 
According  to  the  civil  law,  the  consignee  becomes 
the  owner  of  the  money  received  for  the  goods, 
and  the  consignee  is  bound  to  pay,  not  the 
actual  money  received,  but  an  equivalent  amount 
to  the  consignor.  This  claim,  however,  takes 
form  ipso  jure  with  the  leceipt  of  the  money, 
so  that  the  sum  so  received  does  not  actually 
become  the  propeity  of  the  consignee,  but  re- 
mains foreign  (fremdes  Eigentum)  to  him  ac- 
cording to  the  natural  conception  and  that  of 
commercial  usage,  because  the  essential  quality  of 
the  right  of  property — its  tight  of  disposal  ad 
libitum — must  be  excluded.  Theiefote  the  pro- 
ceeds of  consignments  remain,  so  far  as  the  con- 
signee is  concerned,  property  over  which  he  has  no 
right  of  disposal,  and  which  he  cannot  lawfully  use 
as  his  own.  As  restitution  takes  place  only  in  genere 
the  mere  employment  of  the  money  does  not  in 
itself  constitute  an  unlawful  appropriation.  To 
constitute  such  an  offence  it  must  be  pioved  that 
such  use  took  place  with  knowledge  that  the  re- 
stitution of  this  money  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
User  at  any  moment  it  might  be  tequiied.  This 
kuowledge-TTwhich  does  not  exclude  hope  of  future 


restitution  —  Refiners  had  or  must  have  had,  be 

cause  his  cii  ctimslauces  wci  e  aheady  in  an 
involved  stale  when  he  received  the  fitst  con 
siguinent,  as  numeioiis  minoi  cases  111  this 
Court  within  the  last  few  years  have  ptoved. 
The  accused  lias  theiefote  committed  an  offence 
against  Par.  246  of  the  German  Imperial 
Penal  Code.  It  lias  also  to  be  taken  into  COIL 
sideialinu  as  an  aggravation  of  the  offence  that 
on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  consignors 
an  efficient  supet  vision  over  the  consignee  was 
made  difficult,  the  offence  pioved  theiefote  con- 
stituting an  especially  dangeious  bieach  of  trust. 
The  accused  is  sentenced  to  imprisonment  foi 
three  months,  and  to  pay  costs  of  trial  and  of  im- 
prisonment."— Kobe  ChronicU. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 



[Rkuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 


London,  February  19. 

A  serious  hitch  has  occurred  in  the  negotia- 
tions between  Russia  and  China  regarding  the 
Pamirs,  and  a  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the 
difficulty  is  considered  improbable. 

The  House  of  Lords  has  reinsiafed  the  Con- 
tracting-out  Amendment  in  the  Employers  Li- 
ability Bill,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  now  drop  the  bill. 


["Special"  Telegram  to  Japan  Mail."] 

Kobe,  February  19. 
C.  F.  Reimers,  charged  to-day  before  the 
German  Consul,  sitting  with  Assessors,  with 
embezzlement,  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment. 


[Spscully  Telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  February  14. 

Mr.  John  Burns  speaking  at  Battersea  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  action  of  the  House  of 
Lords  re  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  urged  that  no 
surrender  should  be  made.  A  country  which 
had  beheaded  Charles  I.  would  stand  no  veto  of 
the  Queen  recommended  by  Lord  Salisbury. 

When  the  House  of  Commons  met  to-day  it 
was  announced  that  fifty  officers  and  nine  hun- 
dred men  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  had  been 
drafted  into  the  Navy  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  personnel. 

According  to  a  statement  in  The  Times,  Lord 
Kimberley  is  determined  that  until  the  closing 
of  the  Indian  Mints  has  been  fairly  tried,  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons  alone  would 
not  induce  the  Government  to  re-open  them. 
The  Indian  Government  has  resolved  to  adhere 
to  the  selling  of  Council  Bills  weekly  at  market 
rates,  and  not  to  consent  to  an  import  duty  on 
silver,  with  a  view  to  supporting  the  value  of  the 
rupee. 

February  15. 
The  House  of  Commons,  by  a  majority  of  two, 
has  accepted  the  amendment  made  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  contracting-out  clause  of 
the  Employers  Liability  Bill,  with  the  further 
amendment  limiting  the  operation  of  the  clause 
to  three  years. 

February  16. 

The  statement  made  on  the  9th  instant,  that 
the  House  of  Lords  had  passed  the  Parish 
Councils  Bill,  was  premature  ;  the  Bill  was  only 
read  a  third  time.  Yesterday  the  Bill,  greatly 
amended,  was  carried  through,  thus  requiring  a 
return  to  the  Commons.  The  Government  is 
determined  to  reject  the  amendments. 

A  French  official  dispatch  regarding  the  latest 
collision  near  Sierra  Leone,  explains  that  the 
English  frontier  police  occupied  a  village  in  the 
possession  of  the  French  and  tried  to  impress 
the  villagers  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads.— 
N.-C,  Daily  News. 


(Frqm  Manila  Papers.) 

Madrid,  29th  January. 
A  telegram  from  Rome  reports  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  Father  Martin,  General  of  the  Jesuits. 

[The  deceased  was  a  Spaniard  and  had  oc- 
cupied his  position  for  little  more  than  a  year.] 


(Pkom  Tonkin  Pai-eki.) 

Paris,  January  3 1 . 

The  negotiations  for  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Siam  are  to  be  opened  at  Paris. 

Colonel  Bonnier  has  been  recalled  for  taking 
Titnbuctoo  without  orders. 

Paris,  February  1. 
The  Bill  authorising  an  advance  of  8,695,000 
fiancs  for  the  completion  of  the  Langson  rail- 
way has  been  introduced  in  the  Chamber. — 
Daily  Press. 


(I'rom  Japanese  Paperi.) 

Nara,  Feb.  19,  7.48  p.m. 
Some  gamblers  employed  by  the  Sakurai-ha 
in  the  Third  Election  District  assaulted  some 
members  of  the  Matsumoto-ha  on  the  17th. 
They  have  been  arrested. 

Kagoshima,  Feb.  19,  7.56  p.m. 
Eighty  gensdarmes  arrived  here  from  Hiro- 
shima to-day.  They  are  in  command  of  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Inouye. 

Nagoya,  Feb.  20,  3.44  p.m. 
Mr.   Katano   Toshiro,   ex-M.P.,  died  this 
morning. 

Miyagi,  Feb.  20,  12.05  P-m. 
A  destructive  forest  fire  broke  out  during  the 
night  of  the  18th,  and  is  still  burning.  Some 
six  ™  of  forest  have  already  been  damaged. 

Nagoya,  Feb.  20,  11  a.m. 
Mr.MturaHekisui,  a  candidate  in  theEleventh 
Election  District  of  this  Prefecture,  is  being  ex- 
amined by  the  police  on  suspicion  of  having 
purchased  votes. 

Toyohama,  Feb.  17,  9  a.m. 
Certain  schoolmasters  having  become  con- 
nected with   electioneering  movements  here 
some  residents  have  addressed  the  Governor 
and  the  Home  Minister  upon  the  matter. 

Osaka,  Feb.  17,  4.08  p.m. 
A  meeting  of  promoters  of  the  Sugar  Manu- 
facturing Co.  took  place  last  night.  The  pro- 
moters are  fifty  Osaka  men,  thirty  Tokyo  men, 
and  twenty  Kobe  and  Yokohama  men.  Messrs! 
Shibusawa  Yeiichi,  Nakakamigawa  Hikojiro, 
Matsumoto  Jutaro,  Abe  Hikotaro,  Noda  Kichi- 
bei,  Yamamoto  Hikoichi,  Sano  Tsuneki,  Abe 
Kosuke,  and  Ogawa  Zenkichi  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  take  charge  of  business  connect- 
ed with  the  establishment  of  the  company. 
The  meeting  resolved  to  despatch  a  deputy 
abroad  to  investigate  matters  relating  to  the  in- 
dustry. The  capital  was  fixed  atone  million  yen. 

Nagasaki,  Feb.  17,  1.53  p.m. 
The  contest  between  the  Min-to  and  the 
Ri-to  partisans  in  Ishida  District,  Iki  Province, 
is  becoming  very  severe,  and  eleven  police  con- 
stables have  left  here  to  maintain  order. 

Gifu,  Feb.  17,  n.46  a.m. 
A  report  has  reached  here  to  the  effect  that 
a  police  constable  visited  some  electors  of  the 
Sixth  Election  District,  and  advised  them  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Kumagai  Magorokuro. 

Gifu,  Feb.  17,  11. 16  a.m. 
Over  one  hundred  persons  are  accused  of 
having  received  bribes  during  the  election  of  a 
member  of  the  Prefectural  Assembly  for  Ono 
District.    Some  arrests  have  been  made. 

Miyazaki,  Feb.  17th,  11.50  a.m. 
Some  anli-Min-to  partisans  of  the  Second 
Election  District  have  assaulted  certain  Min-to 
adherents  at  Yanagase. 

Mayebashi,  Feb.  17th,  10  a.m. 
Two  soshi  belonging  to  the  Takatsu-ka  were 
arrested  last  night  on  suspicion  of  having  as- 
saulted some  members  of  the  Nakajima-ha  in 
the  Third  District. 

Osaka,  Feb.  19,  2.25  p.m. 
A  telegram  despatched  from  Jinsen  on  the 
16th  at  11.49  a-m-  has  reached  here  to  the  effect 
that  a  Japanese  was  murdered  at  Kaijofu  during 
the  night  of  the  13th. 

Utsunomiya,  Feb.  19,  4.45  p.m. 
About  one  hundred  soshi  of  the  Hoshi-ha 
assaulted  some  soshi  of  the  Fokobori-ha  at 
Saboi  in  the  Haga  District  yesterday  morning. 
Some  of  the  latter  were  much  injured. 

Nagoya,  Feb.  19,  9.30  a.m. 
Mr.  Namino  Johei,  a  candidate  in  the  Nineth 
District  of  this  Prefecture,  was  arrested  to-day 
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of  having  used  bribery  to  secure 


on  suspicion 
votes. 

Okayama,  Feb.  19,  3.15  p.m. 

Radical  soshi  have  wounded  some  Progres- 
sionists at  Katsumata  in  Mimasaka  Province. 

Nagano,  Feb.  19.  2.45  p.m. 

The  soshi  belonging  to  the  Kaishin-to  are 
behaving  in  a  violent  manner.  They  attacked 
some  Radicals  to-day,  but  two  of  the^  attacking 
partly  also  sustained  injuries.  Mr.  Kono  Hiro- 
naka  has  left  for  the  capital. 

Tsu,  Feb.  19,  2.25  p.m. 

Kaishin-io  partisans  have  assaulted  Radical 
speakers  in  the  Six  Election  District.  The 
youths  have  been  arrested. 

Miyazaki,  Feb.  19,  11.32  a.m. 

Six  &ni\-3fin-to  partisans  and  one  Miwto 
man  have  been  arrested  in  connection  with 
electioneering  matters. 

Shimonoseki,  February  19,  1.37  p.m. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  tobacco  manufac- 
turers which  took  place  here  the  day  before 
yesterday,  it  was  resolved  to  petition  the  Diet 
and  the  Government  for  a  reduction  of  taxes.  A 
Committee  was  appointed.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Saga. 

Nagoya,  February  19,  4  05  p.m. 

An  appeal  raised  against  the  decision  of  the 
Local  Court,  which  found  Shibuya  Rihachi 
guilty  of  having  murdered  the  Mayor  of  Ogaki, 
has  been  decided  in  the  Nagoya  Court  of  Appeal 
in  favour  of  the  judgment  of  the  Lower  Court 
Nagasaki,  Feb.  18,  7.40  p.m. 

Some  forty  or  fifty  colliers  of  Matsu-shima, 
intended  to  create  a  disturbance  a  few  days  ago, 
with  the  object  of  forcing  the  mine-owner  to 
increase  their  wages.  The  police  getting  wind 
of  the  movement  scattered  the  colliers  as  they 
were  assembling  on  the  beach.  The  ring 
leader  was  arrested. 

Osaka,  Feb.  21,  1  p.m. 
Details  of  the  murder  of  a  Japanese  at  Kai 
jofu,  Korea,  are  to  hand.    The  man  who  was 
fatally  assaulted  by  Koreans  was  a  resident  of 
Hakatashima  mura,  Ochi-gun,  Ehime  Prefec 
ture ;  Akase  Yoshizo  by  name,  and  a  commis 
sion  merchant  by  occupation,  who  lecently 
proceeded  to  Korea  to  recover  a  debt  amounting 
to  yen  240,  from  a  Korean.  During  the  night  of 
the  13th  inst.  Akase  had  a  dispute  with  a  Korean 
in  front  of  the  Nantai  Gate,  which  attracted 
large  crowd  to  the  spot,  and  some  Koreans,  who 
are  alleged  to  have  been  instigated  by  Chinese 
commenced  an  assault  upon  him.    He  defend 
ed  himself  with  a  sword,  and  cut  down  two  or 
three  of  his  assailants,  but  was  finally  over- 
powered and  carried  by  the  Koreans  to  the  house 
of  Tsuno  Tazo,  the  only  Japanese  living  in  the 
locality,  where  the  mob  completed  their  crime. 
Tsuno  Tazo  managed  to  escape  from  his  house 
and  arrived  in  Soul  the  following  day,  where  he 
reported  the  matter  to  the  Consul,  who  at  once 
despatched  Mr.  Hagiwara,  a  police  inspector, 
and  two  constables  to  Kaijofu.  Negotiations 
between  the  Japanese  Consul  and  the  Korean 
authorities  commenced  at  Jinsen  on  the  16th. 

Osaka,  February  21,  1  p.m. 
Ri-Chu-kaku  and  twenty-seven  other  Korean 
residents  of  Kokai,  Keikido,  who  attempted  to 
blow  up  the  temple  of  the  Royal  ancestors  with 
gunpowder,  and  to  murder  the  King,  the  Prince 
imperial,  and  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  were 
arrested  on  the  2nd  inst.  One  of  their  asso- 
ciates, named  Ryu-Tokon,  secretly  communi 
cated  the  plot  to  the  authorities.  It  is  said 
that  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder,  which  was 
abstracted  about  a  month  ago,  was  stolen  by  the 
would-be  assassins.  Some  thousand  persons 
were  connected  with  the  conspiracy  which  is 
alleged  to  have  been  instigated  by  the  Tai 
Won-kun. 

Osaka,  Feb.  21,  1  p.m. 
Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister  to  China  and 
Korea,  will  proceed  to  Peking  at  the  end  of 
next  month. 

Utsunomiya,  Feb.  21,  4.10  p.m. 
A  quarrel  between  soshi  occurred  at  Masuko- 
mura,  Haga  District,  last  night  and  five  persons 
were  more  or  less  severely  injured.  The  roughs 
were  arrested  on  the  spot.  Five  gendarmes 
have  proceeded  to  the  District. 


Fusan,  Feb.  21,  9.57  a.m. 
News  has  reached  here,  from  the  Foreign 
Minister  of  Korea,  to  the  effect  that  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  export  of  rice  will  be  rescinded 
on  the  1st  of  February  (or  March  7th)  of  the 
Chinese  calendar. 

Osaka,  February  20th,  11. 18  a.m. 
A  Chinese  employe"  in  the  Ajigawa  Iron 
Factory  has  been  accidentally  killed.  The 
post-mortem  examination  of  the  remains  took 
place  to-day  at  the  Hospital  in  the  presence  of 
the  Chinese  Consul  and  the  Public  Proem ator, 
but  no  suspicious  circumstances  were  dis- 
covered. 

Osaka,  Feb.  21,  6.04  p.m. 
The  opening  of  tenders  for  the  contract  of 
supplving  3,558.728  tons  of  iron  pipes  for  the 
Waterworks,  took  place  to-day.  The  lowest 
tender  was  offered  by  the  China  and  Japan 
Trading  Company  (,£22,553  8s.  2d.). 

Nagano,  Feb.  22,  5.28  p.m. 
Mr.  Yoshikawa,  Headman  of  Mikuriya, 
belonging  to  the  Kojima  wing  in  the  First  Elec- 
tion District,  has  been  severely  assaulted  by 
some  Radicals.  A  few  individuals  have  been 
arrested  on  suspicion  of  taking  part  in  the  dis- 
turbance. 

Kobe,  Feb.  22,  3.10  p.m. 
The  election  of  half  the   members  of  the 
Hyogo  Prefectural  Assembly  has  resulted  in  the 
return  of  twenty-two   Progressionists,  twenty 
Radicals,  and  two  Independent  members. 

Chiba,  Feb.  21,  7.52  p.m 
A  public  meeting  of  Progressionists  held  at 
Kisarazu  to-day  was  dissolved  by  the  police  in 
consequence  of  a  serious  disturbance. 

Utsunomiya,  Feb.  22,  noon 
A  social  entertainment  of  the  supporters  of 
Mr.  Hoshi  took  place  at  Hiraishi-mura,  Kawa- 
chi  District,  last  night.  One  of  his  electors 
while  returning  from  the  gathering  was  suddenly 
assaulted  and  received  two  deep  cuts  on  his 
head.  It  is  stated  that  the  assailant  was  one  of 
the  soshi  employed  by  Mr.  Yokobori.  A  fight 
occurred  at  Nanai,  Haga  district,  the  same 
night  between  soshi  of  Mr.  Hoshi  and  Mr 
Yokobori.  One  of  the  former  and  two  Yokobori 
soshi  were  injured. 

Gifu,  Feb.  23,  9.07  a.m 
A  fight  took  place  between  firemen  employed 
respectively  by  the  Jiyu-to  and  the  Min-to  at  a 
public  meeting  held  on  the  21st  inst.  by  the 
Kumagai  wing  in  the  Sixth  Election  District, 
and  a  few  persons  were  injured.  The  police 
ordered  the  dissolution  of  the  meeting. 

Kobe,  Feb.  23,  2.35  p.m. 
Mr.  Hugh  Fraser,  British  Minister,  arrived 
here  from  Hongkong  by  the  P.  &  O.  steamer 
Ancona  yesterday,  and  left  for  Yokohama  and 
Tokyo  by  the  same  steamer  to-day. 

Osaka,  Feb.  23rd,  5.30  p.m. 
A  political  lecture  meeting  was  held  yester- 
day at  Mogi,  in  the  Fifth  Election  District,  in 
support  of  the  Unionist  candidates.  The 
speeches  of  Messrs.  Yabu  Hiromitsu  and  Haya 
Sadanori  were  interrupted  by  the  police,  who 
finally  ordered  the  dissolution  of  the  meeting 
upon  Mr.  Sasa  Tomofusa  proceeding  to  discuss 
the  question  of  the  strict  enforcement  of  the 
T  r  critics* 

Osaka,_February  23,  4.03  p.m 
Arakawa  ShokichCwho  recently  stole,  at  the 
Umeda-stalion,  a  bag  containing  over  yen 
40,000  which  belonged  to  a  banker,  was  ar 
rested  at  Nara  to-day.  The  man  had  yen  644 
upon  his  person. 

Nagano,  Feb.  23,  10.18  a.m 
A  serious  fight  broke  out  last  night  between 
nine  soshi  of  Mr.  Takizawa  and  thirteen  youth 
ful  followers  of  Mr.  Kojima,  candidates  in  the 
First  Election  District.  Some  casualties  resulted 
on  the  both  sides.  Three  youths  were  arrested. 
Wada  Yutaro  was  arrested  on  suspicion  of  hav- 
ing assaulted  the  Headman  of  Mikuriya-mura. 

Kobe,  Feb.  13,  11  a.m. 
Mr.  Sunaga  Kiyoshi,  formerly  Superintendent 
of  the  Tottori  Police  and  now  a  candidate  in 
the  First  Election  District  of  Hyogo  Prefecture, 
has  been  detained  on  suspicion  of  having  un- 
lawfully confined  a  certain  person. 


CHESS. 

(All  Comiumilnations  to  lie  addressed  to  UieCn«»»  Euuor 


The  Yokohama  Chess  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Stieet, 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m. 


meets  at  lite  Club 
on    Mondays  and 


The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  II  p.m. 


Solution  of  Problkm  No.  109. 

BLACK. 

1-  K  to  Q  5 

2—  K  X  P 


WHITE. 

1—  B  to  K  2 

2—  Ki  to  Q  B  4 

3—  Q  to  K  5  (mate) 


3  " Q  to  Q  Kt  2  (mate) 
3— Q  to  Q  Kt  6  (mate). 

2—  Kl  to  Q  Kt  5 

3—  Q  10  Q  6  (mate)  : 

3— Q  10  K  8  (mate). 


if  2— Kt  to  Q  B  6 
"if  2— K  to  Q  B  4 


-K10QB3 
-K  to  Q  B  4 


if  2— K  to  Q  2 


Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega,  Digam- 
ma,  W.H.S.,  Dr.  Hispanus,  Shogi  (who  styles  the 
problem  "  a  charming  composition"),  and  J.D. 

J.D.  is  credited  with  a  correct  solution  of  No. 
108  also. 


Problem  No.  hi. 
By  A.  G.  Fellows. 


While  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 


The  Chess  Magazines  for  January  are  to  hand 
but  do  not  contain  anything  very  fresh  or  unex- 
pected. Reviewing  the  lale  Tat  rasch-Tschigoi  in 
match  ; — The  general  opinion  is  that  the  Russian 
showed  himself  decidedly  the  best  man,  and  would 
have  won  the  match  had  more  games  been  played. 
Unfavourable  comment  is  made  on  the  Gei  man's 
avowed  resolution  to  confine  his  play  to  Ruy 

opez  and  Fiench  Defence:  and  lake  it  altoge- 
ther Dr.  Tarrasch  does  not  seem  to  have  added 
much  to  his  reputation  by  his  recent  visit  to  St. 
Petersburg. 

Lady  chess  players  are  coming  rapidly  to  the 
front,  as  witness  the  following  which  we  clip  from 
the  British  Chess  Magazine  : — 

"  It  is  slated  lhat  Mrs.  Showalter,  the  wife  of 
the  American  champion,  is  a  capital  chess  player. 
She  is  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  was 
married  10  him  at  sixteen.  Soon  after  this  event 
her  husband  taught  her  the  moves,  and  then  gave 
her  the  odds  of  Queen  :  but  she  progressed  so 
rapidly  thai  he  canuol  now  give  her  the  Knight, 
and  she  has  won  Iwo  games  off  Mr.  Lasker  at 
that  odds.  Nol  long  ago,  at  Kokomo,  Indiana, 
she  played  four  games  on  even  terms  with  Mr. 
Jackson,  ihe  champion  of  lhal  State,  with  the  re- 
sult that  she  won  three  and  the  other  was  drawn." 


There  seems  to  be  a  "decline  and  fall  "  of  the 
chess  n'0,'es  formerly  pertaining  to  Simpson's 
Divan,  the  famous  rendezvous  in  past  years  of 
world-famous  players.  Mr.  Blackbtirue  has  had 
to  leave  London  for  the  Soutli  Coast  because  lie 
finds  the  winter  fog/s  of  Ihe  metropolis  loo  severe 
for  his  constitution.  But  from  his  1  evidence  at 
Hastings  he  hopes  to  make  occasional  visits  to 
London.  Then  Mr.  Gunsberg  is  hardly  ever  seen 
at  the  Divan  now-a  days.  His  journalistic  work 
and  his  engagements  as  instructor  to  various  Clubs 
taking  up  all  his  time.  Mr.  J.  Mason  also  is  much 
occupied  wilh  literature;  and  it  seems  that  Mr. 
Biid  is  the  sole  remaining  representative  of  the 
great  masters  who  used  to  throng  the  well  known 
resort.  Times  change.  There  are  now  so  many 
large  clubs  in  London  lhat  the  need  of  "Simpson's," 
of  evergreen  memory,  seems  to  have  passed  away. 

We  reprint  from  the  Illustrated  London  Nines 
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a  game  recently  played  in  Loudon,  wherein  ilie 

veleian  Bt<°*J  gives  an  example  of  an  unusual  de- 
fence  to  I  lie  vei  y  pievalenl  Ruy  Lopez  opening. 


Game  between  Messrs.  Holland  and  Rliothei 
Consulting  against  Mr.  BlKD. 

(Ruy  Lopbz.) 

whits,  black. 
Allies.  Bird. 

1—  P  to  K  4  1— P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3  2— Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  B  to  Q  Kt  5  3— Kt  to  Q  5 

A  defence  not  frequently  adopted,  but  characteristic  of  the 
Black  player. 

4—  P  x  Kt 

5—  P  to  K  R  4 


4- 

Kt  x  Kt 

5- 

P  «>  Q  3 

0- 

P  to  0  B  3 
Kt  to  Q  2 

7— 

8- 

B  to  R~4 

9- 

Kt  to  Kt  3 

6—  B  to 

7—  P  to 


8-P  to  §  3 


B4 
B3 


White  has  not  opened  well  and  this  last  move  does  not  im- 
prove matters.  Kt  to  K  B  3  was  better,  as  the  text  move  only 
leads  to  an  exchange  distinctly  in  favour  of  Black's  development. 

9— P  to  Q  Kt  4 
10— Kt  x  B  10— P  X  Kt 

11  — B  to  B  2 
Taking  the  K  B  quite  out  of  play.   B  to  Kt  3  wa9  the  correct 
reply. 

11— B  to  K  Kt  5 
12 — P  to  B  3  12  — B  to  K  3 

13  —Q  to  K  2  13— Q  to  B  3 

14—  B  to  Q  2  14— Kt  to  K  2 

15—  O  to  B  2  15—  P  to  R  5 

16—  P  to  K  B  4  16— P  to  R  6 

17—  P  to  B  5 
Again  weak;  P  to  Kt  3  followed  by  B  to  Q  sq.  yields  a  sound 

enough  position. 

17— P  X  P 

18—  Q  x  P  18— Kt  x  P 

A  sacrifice  that  obtains  a  strong  attack,  but  we  doubt  if  it  is 
altogether  sound  against  correct  play. 

19—  P  X  Kt  19— B  to  Q  4 

20—  O  10  K  2  eh.         20— K  to  Q  2 

21—  Castles  (K  R) 

A  strange  and  fatal  blunder.  Castling  (Q,R.)  would  have  left 
White  distinctly  stronger  in  material  force  and  with  but  little  in- 
feriority of  position.  Black  now  finishes  the  game  neatly  enough. 


21—  R  to  R  5 

22 —  O  R  to  R  sq. 

23—  R  X  P 


22—  Q  R  to  K  sq. 

23—  B  to  B  4 

24—  B  x  R 
and  in  reply  Black  mates  in  three  moves. 


MAIL  S  TEAM  EH  S. 
 ♦  

THE  NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUE 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  V.  K.  Friday,  Mar.  and. 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Feb.  14th. * 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar.  8th. t 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Feb.  35th. 

From  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar.  ist.t 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar- 4th. 5 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  M.  Co.  Friday,  Mar.  3rd. II 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Momlay,  Mar.  19th. 
From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N  D.Lloyd  Wed'day,  Mar.  aist. 

•  Anemia  left  Kobe  on  February  23rd.  t  Peru  left  San  Francisco 
on  February  17th.  I  Empress  of  India  left  HongUong  <>n  February 
aist.  i  Caledonien  twith  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  Feb- 
ruary 13rd.    ||  t"i/y  oj  Peking  left  Hongkong  on  February  33rd. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  Lloyd  Sunday,  Heb.  ajth. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    perN.Y.  K.  Tuesday,  Feb.  37th. 

For  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  Mar.  and 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  3rd. 

For  America    per  P.  M-  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  4th. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash          per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  10th. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  Mar.  aoth. 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 

Argyll,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,886,  Williamson,  17th 
February, — New  York  via.  ports,  General. — 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
17th  February,— Yokkaichi  161I1  February,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  171b  February, — Kobe  16H1  Feb- 
ruary, General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Dora  Seiward,  B'ilish  schooner,  93,  F.Cole,  18th 
February,  —  Victoria,  B.C.,  29th  December, 
Sealing  Gear.— Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 

Laertes,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,674,  Greer,  181I1  Feb- 
rnai  y, — Liverpool  via,  poits,  General. — Buttei- 
,  field  &  Swire. 

Sydney,  French  steamer,  3,450,  Ange,  1 81  li  Feb- 
ruary,— Marseilles  71b  January,  Hongkong  9U1 


February,  Shanghai  131I1,  and  Kobe  171I1,  Mail 
and  General.  —  Messageiies  Maritime!  Co. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C 

Yi  g,  iStii  February, — Otaru  via  potts  131' 

Febuiary,  General.  —  Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha. 

Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  t,i68,  Crichtoii 

181I1  February, — Kobe  17th  February,  General 

— Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha. 
Empress  of  Japan,  Biitisli  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A 

Lee,  R.N.R.,  iglh  February, — Vancouver,  B.C. 

51b  Febi  uary,  Mails  and  General. —  Frazar  &  Co 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fnkn 

19th  February,— Yokkaichi  1 8th  Febmaiy,  Ge 

neral.— Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha. 
Saint  Oswald,    Biitish  steamer,   1,781,  Allreete 

19th   Febmaiy, — Cardiff,  Coal. —  Jardine,  Ma 

theson  &  Co. 
Agnes  MacDonald,  Biitish  schooner,  107,  M.  Cut 

lei,  201  li    Febmaiy, — Vicloiia,    B.C.,  Sealing 

Gear.— Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Corolla,  B>  itish  ship,  1 ,265,  Fraser,  20th  February. 

— NewYoik  28th  August,  Petroleum.— China 

&  Japan  Tiading  Co. 
Kaisow,  Biitish  steamer,  1,934,  Jas.  Gray,  201 1 

Febuiary, — London    via.  potts,    General. — W 

M,  Strachan  &  Co. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
201  li  Febmaiy, — Shinagawa  20lh  Febtuary, 
General. — Nada  Kog.io  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

Sikh,  Biitish  steamer,  1,827,  J.  Rowley,  20tl 
Febmaiy, — London  via  ports,  General. —  Dod 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Sorachi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,    1,108,  20th 

February, — Kobe,  General. — Tanaka  Shoten. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,  201I 

Febuiary, — Yokkaichi  19th  Febtuary,  General 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 

Summer,  2 1st  Febi  uai  y,— Otai  11  via  ports,  17U 

February,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  21st 

February, —  Moji,  Coal. — Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Lawang,    German    steamer,    1,578,  Von  Binzer, 

2Ist  Febi  uary, — Hamburg  via  pot  Is,  General. — 

Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstraud, 
2lst  Febmaiy, —  Kobe  20th  February,  General 
—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  I.  Iwata,  22nd 
Febmaiy, — Yokkaichi  2lst  February,  General. 
—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Gaelic,  British  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Pearne,  22nd 
Febi  uary, — Hongkong  vi&  ports,  141I1  February, 
Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Saikio  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  G.  W. 
Conner,  23rd  Febmaiy, — Shanghai  and  ports 
171I1  February,  Mails  and  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  H.  Walter, 
231  d  Febmaiy, —  Hongkong  171  h  Febmaiy, 
Mails  and  General.— H.  Ahrens  &  Co..  Nachf. 

Yechigo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  704,  Yoshizawa, 
231  d  February, — Shiinonoseki,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
231  d  February,  —  Yokkaichi  22nd  February, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  23rd  February, — Kobe  22nd  Feb 
maty,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 
China,  Biitish  steamer,  2,600,  Wm.  Ward,  17th 
February, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. — 
P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  17th 

Febi  uary,  — Moji,  Ballast. —  Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
17th   Febmaiy, — Shinagawa,  General. — Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 
17th  Febuiary, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yu 
sen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

17th  Febmaiy, — Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 

Thompson,   17th   February, — Otaru  via  potts, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Concord  (6),  U.S.  gunboat,  Commander  Goodrich, 

I  71I1  February, — Yokosuka. 

Denbighshire,  British  steamer,  1,662,  F.  Davies, 
171I1  Febmaiy,— London  vi^  ports,  Geiieial. — 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 


iHtb  February,— Yokkaichi,  General,' 

Yusen  Kaisha. 


Nippon 

R. 


Baltimore   (14),  U.S.  flagship,  Captain  W 
Bridgmanu,  191I1  Febmaiy, — Yokosuka. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  Steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  iQth  February, —  Kobe,  Genet  al. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  IQlh  February,— Kobe,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Monmouthshire,   Biitish  sleamei,   1,872,  Gidye, 

191!)  Febmaiy, — London  via  ports,  General. — 

Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 
Empress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 

Lee,  R.N  It.,  201I1   Febmaiy, — Hongkong  viA. 

ports,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 

201I1  Febi  uary, — Shanghai  and  poi  is,  Mails  and 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Crichton, 

201  h   Febmaiy, — Otaru  via  ports,   General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
201I1  Febmaiy, — Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Laertes,  British  steamer,  1,674,  Greer,  21st  Feb- 
ruary,—London  via  ports,  General.— Buttei  field 
&  Swiie. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
2lst  February,— Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon' 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Casco,  Biitish  schooner,  63,  Otto  Bucholiz,  22nd 
Febi  uary,  —  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 

Enterprise,  Biitish  schooner,  68,  Oscar  Scarf, 
22nd  Febmai  y,— Not  th  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. 
—  Bi  owne  &  Co. 

Bengloe,  Biiiish  steamer,  1,183,  Sachett,  22nd  Feb- 
maiy,—Hongkong  via  potts,  General.— C01  nes 
&  Co. 

he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  I.  Iwata,  22nd 
Febmaiy, —  Hakodat,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Kai.sow,  British  steamer,  1,934,  Jas.  Gray,  22nd 
February, — London  via  poi  is,  Genei  al. — W.  M, 
Strachan  &  Co. 

Inchbarra,  British  steamer,  2,785,  Major,  22nd 
February, —  Kobe,  Oil.— Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Diana,  British  schooner,  50,  A.  Nelson,  231  d  Feb- 
maiy,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear,— Walsh, 
Hall  &  Co. 

MaudS.,  British  schooner,  97,  R.  E.  McKeil,  23rd 
February,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Sikh,  Biitisli  steamer,  2,735,  J.  Rowley,  23rd  Feb- 
ruary,—  Kobe,  General.  — Dod  well,  Cai  lill  &  Co. 
Argyll,  Biitish  steamer,  1,886,  Williamson,  23rd 
Febi  uary, — New  Yoik  via  ports,  General". — 
Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  23rd 

February,— Moji,  Ballast. —  Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstraud, 
23rd  February,— Otaru  via  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 
Sotnmer,  23rd  February, — Kobe,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanesesteamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
23' d  Febuiary, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Gaelic,  Biitish  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Pearne, 
24th  Febuiary, — San  Fiancisco,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neral.—O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Sorachi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1, 108,  24th  Feb- 
ruary,— Otaru,  Ballast. — Tanaka  Shoten. 
Wolf  (6),  German  gunboat,  Captain  Kretschmanu, 
24th  February,— Kobe. 


PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 

Per  French  steamer  Sydney,  from  Marseilles 
via  ports  :— Mr.  Hector  Tilden,  Mr.  H.  Foiu,  Mr. 
Pollet,  Mr.  and  Miss  Hubert,  Mr.  Abilis,  Mr. 
Zimmer,  Mr.  Spiegel,  Mr.  Schackee,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  Taylor,  infant,  and  amah,  Messrs. 
Komor,  Cation,  Melivier,  Pigott  and  servant, 
Gillard,  Yoshikawa,  and  Chavanne  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  from 
Vancouver,  B  C.  : — Mr.  I).  Dewey,  Mi.  A  B'Owu, 
Mr.  F.  S.  Carpenter,  Mi  .  and  Mis.  C.  Sloddart, 
Mr.  B.  Matsuka,  Mr.  J.  11,  Rosenthal,  Mi.  and 
Mrs.  Geo.  Flood,  Miss  Lucy,  Mi-s  Maiy  Wilkin, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Collier,  and  Mrs.  Bishop  in  cabin  ;  12 
passengei  s  in  second  class,  and  II  passengeis  in 
Asiatic  steeiage.     In  transit  for   Hongkong  :— 
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Mr.  Wallace  Johnstone,  Mr.  V.  Holmes,  Mr.  L. 
j.  Thomson  and  valet,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Alloway, 
and  Mr.  S.  Smith  in  cabin,  and  39  passengers  in 
Asiatic  steerage.  For  Shanghai -.—9  passengers 
in  steerage. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Gaelic,  from  Hongkong  via. 
ports:— Mr.  J.  K.  Traffo.d,  Miss  M.  Henessey, 
and   Mr.  P.  J.  Slutchbury  in  cabin. 
Francisco:    Mr.  T.  G.  Gowland,  Mi 
Chang,  and  Mr.  O.  Seligmuller  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports:— Mis.  Wa.  ren  Moore  and  Mr.  I. 
S.ida  in  cabin  5  Mr.  J.  Stewa.t  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shimura  ill  second  class,  and  41  passengers  in 
steerege. 

Per  German  steamer  Niirnherg,  from  Hong- 
kong —  Mi .  E.  Schaeffer  in  cabin  ;  Dr.  F.  Trisawa, 
Mr.  W.  Rowland,  and  Mr.  Cok  Ling  in  second 
class,  and  10  Chinese  on  deck. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Mr.  Paul  Kentman,  Mr.  C.  H.  S.  Sari, 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Barbour,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Popp, 
Mr.  Kwong  Sang  Woh,  and  Mrs.  Ah  Ling  in 
cabin  ;  7  Chinese  and  1  Japanese  in  steerage. 

Per  B.itish  steamer  China,  for  Hongkong  :— 
Mr.  I.  Bunting,  Captain  J.  W.  Lee,  Mr.  Lo  Wy 
Tong  and  child.  Lieut.  N.  Sargent,  U.S.N.,  and 
Mr.  B.  C.  Howard  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports  -.—Mrs.  M.  E.  Torbert,  Mrs.  Dearborn, 
Captain  M.  Squire,  Messrs.  L.  Roux,  Jas  Hall, 
J  C  Harlland,  A.  Reddelien,  Gri.nsey,  Wong 
Sim  Ling,  and  R.  Uchiyama  in  cabin  ;  Misses 
Wong  (3),  Mrs.  and  Miss  Wong  Shu  Ling,  Mr. 
Wong  Man  Wa,  and  4  children,  and  Mr.  Mok 
Kuong  Chee  in  second  class,  and  52  passengers  in 
steerage. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Gaelic,  for  San  Francisco: 
—Messrs.  Geo.  Ashley,  C.  E.  Chapman,  E.  C. 
Fearon,  T.  G.  Gowland,  M.  H.  R.  Harris,  John 
Laird,  William  Laird,  Le  Se  Chang,  E.  Marshall, 
B.  Schake,  C.  A.  Spigel,  and  Henry  St.  Clair  in 
cabin.  

CARGOES. 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports  :_Silk,  222  bales;  Waste  Silk,  193  bales. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru  Jor  Shanghai 
and  pons  :—  Treasure,  $151,100.00 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  for  San  Francisco  :— 

T  K  A  . 


repoits: — Left  Hongkong  the  141I1  February  at 
7.36  a.m.,  via  ports  ;  had  variable  winds  and  fine 
weather  throughout  the  passage.  Arrived  at 
Yokohama  the  22nd  Februaiy  at  1 1. 03  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  Captain  G. 
W.  Conner,  reports  :  — Lelt  Shanghai  the  171I1 
February  at  10  a.m.  and  arrived  at  Nagasaki  the 
191I1  at  3  a.m.;  had  southerly  winds  and  pleasant 
weather.  Left  Nagasaki  the  same  day  at  5  p.m. 
and  ariived  at  Kobe  the  2lst  at  3  a.m.  Left 
Kobe  the  22nd  at  0.5  a.m.  and  arrived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  231  d  February  at  6  a.m.  ;  had  moderate 
noitheily  bieezes  throughout  the  passage. 

The  Geiman  steamer  Nurnberg,  Captain  Hugo 
Walter,  leports: — Left  Hongkong  the  17th  Feb 
ruary  at  I  p.m.;  through  the  F01  mosa  Suaits  and 
up  lo  the  Linschoten  Islands,  had  ftesli  N.E.  and 
E.  winds,  moderate  sea;  thence  lo  Siwo  Point 
expei  ienced  sliong  N.  gale  wilh  very  high  sea  ; 
thence  to  poit  fresh  N.  and  N.E.  winds,  modeiate 
sea,  fine  weather.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  23id 
February  at  8.15  a.m. 


SHIPPING  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

STEAMERS. 

Formosa,    British   steamer,  2,616,  Bishop, 


141I1 


February, — London  via  ports,  16th  December, 
General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Lawang,  German  steamer,  1,578,  Von  Binger, 
2ist  Februai  y, — Hamburg  via  ports,  General.— 
Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Saint  Oswald,  Biitish  steamer,  1,781,  Atlreete 
19th  Februaiy, — Cardiff,  Coal.— Jardine,  Ma 
theson  &  Co. 

MKN-Ol'-WAR. 

Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Captain  C.  J.  Norcock 

I2ih  February,— Kobe  Illh  Februaiy. 
Forfait  (4),  French  cruiser,  Captain  Ricaloux 
31st  January, —  Kobe. 


IAN 
»RANCISCO 


Hyogo   

Yokohama 
Amoy . 


N  BW 
YORK. 

278 

259 


CHICAGO.  PAUL. 


OT  HER 

CITIES. 


—  —  925 


462 

107  11,274 


296 
1,249 


250  — 


TOTAL 

•  .432 
12,630 


569  1 1,81 1  1 
SILK 

545 

250        925  I5.265 

SAN 
r  R  A  NCISCO  . 

NEW 
YORK. 

HARTFORD.  UIAL 

Shanghai  . 
Hongkong 
Yokohama 

199 

120 

823 

—  199 
— -  |20 

—  823 

total  a 
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MKI  A  IS. 

Nothing  of  an  enlivening  nature  has  arisen 
dining  the  week.  In  face  of  the  continuous  de- 
cline in  Exchange,  holders  have  beenfoicedto 
raise  their  quotations.  Buyers  seem  far  fiom 
anxious  to  operate  and  the  market  is  dull  and 
discouraging. 

PER  PIC  II  I.. 

flal  llais,  J  inch    *4  5°  to  4.60 

flat  Itais,  £  inch    4  60  '*>  4-7° 

Round  ami  .njiiaie  ui>  to.  i  1  licit    3-45  '°  3-55 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3-55  to  3.65 

Sheet  Iron   4-°°  to  4  8° 

Galvanized  I  ron  sheets    9.2010980 

VViie  Nails,  assorted    5  60106.10 

tin  1'laten,  per  hox   6.10  to  6  30 

Pit;  Iron,  No.  3    1 .60  to  1.65 

l{  lilt  ()SI£  NIC. 
Another  quiet  week  has  passed.  Stocks  have 
been  fuilher  augmented  by  another  anival  of 
American  Oil — the  ship  Carolla  coming  in  on  the 
19th  inst.  with  44,260  cases  of  Comet.  The  ship 
Carl  reported  last  week  landed  only  15,000  cases 
of  her  cargo,  the  remainder  being  cariied  on  to 
Kobe.    Buyers  hold  off,  but  holders  remain  firm. 

Chester    $1.82*  to  1.85 

Comet    1  80  to  1.82* 

Devoe    ~~ 

Russian  Anchor   180   to  1.82J 

Russian  Moon    1.774  to  1.80 

SUGAR. 

Demand  for  China  and  Manila  Browns  has 
fallen  off  slightly  and  in  consequence  pi  ices  show 
a  decline  especially  foi  Canton  grades.  Conliacts 
for  Takao  "to  airive"  ate  being  freely  made  at 
somewhat  higher  rates.  Whites  expeiience  a  fair 
amount  of  demand  but  show  no  change  in  value. 

PER  P1CUI.. 

rlrown  Takao    $4-55  to  4.60 

Brown  Manila    5-*5  to  5.30 

Brown  Daitong     4.20104.30 

Brown  Canton    4.40104  60 

White  Java  and  Penang   7  00  to  7.10 

White  Keliued    7.50109.10 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


REPORTS. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  Captain 
Young,  reports  :— Left  Otaru  the  13th  February 
at  2.14  p.m. ;  had  moderate  S.W.  winds  and  snow 
squalls  at  times  to  Hakodate,  arriving  the  14th  at 
9  a.m.  and  left  the  161I1  at  8  a.m.  ;  had  light  van 
able  airs  and  fine  weather  throughout  the  passage 
Arriving  at  Oginohama  the  171I1  at  6.10  a.m.  and 
left  the  same  day  at  1. 12  p.m.;  had  fine  weather 
throughout  the  passage.  Arrived  at  Yokohama 
the  17th  Februaiy  at  2  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Saga?ni  Maru,  Captain 
Crichton,  reports  :  —  Left  Kobe  the  17th  Februai  y 
at  noon;  passed  Oshima  at  8.55  p.m. ;  had  light 
air  and  fine,  clear  weather;  from  the  coast  of 
Owari  up  to  Rock  Island  fresh  north-westerly 
breeze  and  fine,  clear  weather;  thence  up  to  port 
strong  south-westerly  breeze  and  fine,  clear  wea- 
ther. Ariived  at  Yokohama  the  18th  February 
at  5.15  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Satsuma  Maru,  Captain 
F.  L.  Summer,  reports  :— Left  Hakodate  the  191I1 
February  at  8  a.m.  Arrived  at  Oginohama  the 
20th  at  6.14  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  II. 15 
a.m.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  21st  February  at 
II.30  a.m.  Had  modeiate  west  to  southwesterly 
winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  to  Oginohama; 
thence  fresh  noi  th-north-eastei  ly  winds  and  cloudy 
weather  with  occasional  passing  showers  to  port. 
The   British  steamer  Gaelic,  Captain  Pearne, 


IMPORTS. 
The  unprecedented  decline  in  Exchange 
continued  lo  have  an  adverse  influence  on 
Import  Trade  and  seriously  hampers  business 
It  is  said  that,  fearing  higher  prices  in  the  near 
future,  buyers  were  anxious  to  purchase  Yams 
From  this  or  some  other  cause  a  few  huud 
bales  changed  hands  early  in  the  week,  causing 
pi  ices  to  rise  as  much  as  1. 50  per  picul  in  the  case 
of  42s  two-fold.  This  rush,  however,  has  died 
away  and  the  market  closes  quiet.  Shillings  and 
T. -Cloths  have  been  entirely  neglected,  but  holders 
are  raising  their  quotations  to  compensate  for  the 
fall  in  Exchange.  Other  lines  close  as  last  le 
ported,  although  there  was  also  a  slight  desire  to 
purchase  vaiious  Fancies  a  few  days  ago. 

COT-TON    PIECK  (iOUHS. 

PER  PIECE. 

UreyShiitings— 8ill>,3tH  yds.  30incl.es  $2.30  to  2.80 
Grey  Shirtings— gib,  3HI  yds.  45 iuclies    2.40  103.15 

T.  Cloth — 7 th,  24  yaids,  32  inches   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  44  inches... 
Prints — Assorted,  2  |  yards,  30  inches ,.. 
Cotton— Italians  and  Satteens  Itlack,  32 

inches    " 

Velvets— HIack, 35  yards, 22 inches  ... 
Victoria  Lawns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches.. 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4II).  *4/«5  yards, 

30  inches   •  •••• 

Turkey  Keds— 2.8  to  3lb,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   ■-     1  6j*  '"  1  Q5 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/^5  yards, 

32  inches    J-27i  t'>  *071 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5II).  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    285  10310 

WOOLLENS.  EN  YARD. 

Flannel  *   *0-2'*      0  45 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches  hest    0  30   to  0.35 

Italian   Cloth,   30  yatds,  32  inches 

Medium  

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   

Mo.isseliue  de  Laine— Crape,  a  |  yards  , 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilots.,  54  <$  56  inches   

Cloths— President*,  54  <9  5°  niches  ... 

Cloths— Union,  5.1      56  inches   

itioukeU— Scailet  and  Green,  4  lo  sill., 

I>  e  1  Hi  

I  ()  I  IOn  VAHtlS. 
tins.  16/24,  Oidinaiy   

Sos.  i6'2|,  Medium    37-00  to  37.50 

Sos.  10/21,  Good  to  Hest   38  00  to  38.50 

Has.  1 0 '2 4 ,  Reve.  se   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   30  50  to  — 

Nos.  28  32,  Medium    38  00  *°  39-°° 

Mos.  28'32,  Good  to  Hell   39  00  to  40  50 

Nos.  38/ r2,  Medium  to  Ileal    4500(046  50 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    42  00  to  43.50 

No.  42s,  Two-fold    48.75  1051.00 


1 .60  to  1  90 
1 .70  to  2  35 
175    t°  3  75 

PER  YARD  . 
16     to  O  21 

6,40  to  8,75 
O.65    to  0.78 

PER  PIEC.K. 

i'47i  to  1  57i 


0.25 
o  20 

u .  14 

0.35 
0.60 

0.40 

n  45 


to  0.30 

lo  0.25 

to  u.i9i 
lo  0.50 
to  0.05 
1 0  0.70 


"  S7i 


HER  firm  . 

$36.50  to  — 


PER  It.l.N. 


No.  20s,  Domliay 
No.  163,  Homhav 


EXPORTS. 
RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  16th  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  596 
piculs,  divided  thus:  Hanks,  I  picul;  Filatures, 
425  piculs;  Re  reels  76  piculs;  Kakeda,g\  piculs. 
In  addition  lo  these  pincliases,  Japanese  shipments 
have  been  4  bales,  making  the  total  business  of  ill  e 
week  600  piculs. 

There  has  been  more  enquiry  for  the  American 
niaiket,  but  business  is  far  from  general,  being 
confined  to  one  or  two  shippers.  Prices  paid  have 
been  full,  but  aie  set  off  to  some  extent  by  the 
ecent  drop  in  exchange.  While  writing,  holders 
ai  e  talking  of  putting  their  pi  ices  up  again  to  com- 
pensate for  this.  In  fine-sized  Filatures  and  silks 
generally  for  Europe,  theie  has  not  been  so  much 
doing,  and  for  these  kinds  holders  are  more  cur- 
lent  but  wilhout  1  educing  their  piices  to  a  level  at 
which  consumers  there  are  willing  lo  buy.  Alto- 
ther,  the  outlook  all  round  does  nol  seem  very 
piomising  and  with  theapproach  of  spiing  weather 
die  trade  will  soon  be  anticipating  llie  coming  ciops. 

Exchange  has  further  declined  in  sympathy 
with  lower  silver  in  London,  and  it  appears  that  a 
settled  basis  is  veiy  far  from  being  reached. 

Ariivals  have  been  small  and  the  stock  list 
shows  a  further  reduction  of  350  piculs  upon  the 
week.  Every  day  brings  us  nearei  to  the  spiing 
reelings,  but  in  the  meantime  holders  are  doing 
their  best  to  make  whal  capital  they  can  out  of 
(he  reduced  slocks.  Our  piesent  stock,  however, 
looks  formidable  when  compaied  wilh  last  yeai. 
Now  it  is  13,400  piculs,  wheieas  last  year  al  the 
same  dale  it  was  2,600  piculs. 

There  has  been  only  one  shipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  (he  English  mail  steamer 
Verona,  which  sailed  on  the  17th  instant,  taking 
222  bales  for  Euiope.  This  departure  makes  the 
piesent  export  figures  31,021  piculs,  against 
42,276  piculs  last  year,  and  39,353  piculs  at  Ihe 
same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks. — Nothing  done  beyond  a  sample  bale  of 
good  Shinshu  al  $630.  The  stock  in  this  class  is 
quite  insignificant. 

Filatures. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  trans- 
pired, cliiefly  foi  the  United  Slates  ;  prices  ranging 
from  $790  to  $750  for  decent  Shinshu.  Beyond 
this,  little  has  been  done,  although  some  few  par- 
cels are  mentioned  as  being  settled  for  Euiope  al 
from  $770  10  $730  for  good  medium  Mino,  B'shu 
and  similar  Filaliu  es, 

Re  reels. — A  few  parcels  have  been  taken  at  full 
1  ales,  holdei  s  being  vei  y  stiont».  Piesenl  quota- 
tion for  "  best  "  Joshu  is  fully  $760,  with  "  good  " 
Joshu  at  $730;  "medium,"  $700.  The  stock  is 
not  very  large  and  is  apparently  held  in  strong 
hands. 
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Kakeila. — Some   Imsine*  lias    lieen   done  al 
furtliei    advance  ill  price;  Horseheati  I  Command* 
ii'H  $695  and  is  IIOW  held  for  $701).     There  lias  not 
been  much  business  doing,  bill  holders  aie  tlroilB 
and  seem  to  ^el  what  they  ask  by  a  little  wailing 
Daruma  was  clone  in  the  early  pai  t  of  the  week  a 
3715,  but  this  price  would  not  be  practicable  now. 

In  other  soits,  nothing  to  remark. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No .  1 1   — 

1 1  a  11  Ics — No.  1  (Sliimliii)    _ 

llanlis — No.  j  (  loaliu)    — 

llatilcs — No.  j  |  (Sliiiisliu)   _ 

llanlis — No.  t\  (Joslni)   «« 

llanUs — No.  i\  to  t,    _ 

1 1  anlcs — No.  3    _ 

I  I  M  II  l<s — No.  ,i4    _ 

Kilul in ea — It Kt  1  u  ib/l 9  ileniers   Nom.  — 

Filatures—  lixtri  13/15  deniers    Nom. $85010 

Filalines — No.  1.  10/ 13  iteniars    7go  to 

Filstui e» — No.  I  ,  13/15,  I  \  l  1  Ci  <len   8  10  to 

filatures— No.  14,  10/14  deniers    750  to 

filalines — No.  i{,  13/lft,  14/17  ileu   760  to 

Filalines — No.  2.  10/1$  deuiers    720  to 

filatures — No.  3,  14/18  ileniers    730  to 

filatures — No.  3,  I  1,10  ilenieis    700  to 

Re-reels— Ultra    — 

He-reels — (Osliu)  Hest  No.  1    760  to 

Re-ieels — No.  1,  13/15,  1^/16  ileniers   750  to 

He-reels— No.  i{,  13/ifi,  14/ 1 7 deuieia   720  to 

Ke-reels — No.  2,  14/18  neuters   690  to 

Re-reels — No.  »{,  14/18  deniers    660  to 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1  1/20  deniers    64010 

Kalcedas — ICxIia    Nom.  — 

Kakedas — No.  1    jl0  to 

Kalredas — No.  it    690  to 

Kaltedas — No.  2    65<)  (0 

Kaicedas— No.  2J    640  to 

Kakedas — No.  j    _ 

Kalcedas — No  .   

Kakedas— No.  4  "   

Dsim  Sendai— No.    _ 

HaiiiatMiIci — No.  1 1  2    Nom.  — 

Haiti  a  ts  tiki — No.  3,  4    Nom.  — 

Sodai — No .  2 1    _ 


8?o 
800 
Sio 
760 
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Auailalilesiipplienlodate  45,300 

WASTE  SILK 

Settlements   in    ibis  branch 
divided  thus:     Noshi,   142   piculs ;  Kibiso,  390 
piculs;  Boseki  wata,  6  piculs.     No  direct  ship- 
ments tliis  week. 

The  tone  of  the  market  is  rather  weaker,  as 
holders  seem  inclined  to  move  and  are  apparent- 
ly getting  tired  of  holding  their  stock.  Still,  this 
does  not  seem  to  attract  consumers  and  the  de- 
mand for  Europe  continues  very  limited. 

There  has  been  only  one  shipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer 
Verona,  on  the  17th  instant  taking  193  bales  for 
Europe,  and  the  export  to  date  is  1 9  959  piculs, 
against  30,885  piculs  last  year,  and  24,600  piculs 
at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Cocoons, — Nothing  done  and  it  is  probable  that 
no  more  shipments  will  be  made  before  the  new 
crop. 

Noshi. — Some  few  parcels  have  entered  the 
list ;  medium  Filature,  $135  ;  good  Oshu,  $135  ; 
common  Joshu,  $65. 

Kibiso. — Several  parcels  have  passed  the  scales, 
especially  Zagouri  bringing  from  $45  to  $57§, 
accoiding  togiade.  One  small  parcel  of  Sendai 
noted  at  $82^,  with  lower  grades  at  $70  and  $65. 
Small  doings  in  Filature,  $IIO  being  paid  tui 
best,  wiih  $105  for  good  average  quality. 

Sundries.— Only  one  parcel  of  Bosekiviata  is 
noted,  $230  being  paid  for  extra  quality. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pioicod  Cocoons— Good  to  Best   — 

Nostii-ilo — Filature,  Best   $145  to  150 

Noslii-ilo — Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Filatme,  Medium    12510  130 

Noshi-ito — Osliu,  flood  to  ISest    130  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Best    — 

Noshi-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   loo  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium    go  to  95 

N oshi-i to — Husliu,  Good  to  Meet   115  to  125 

Noslii-ito — |osli  11,  Best    — 

Noslii-ito — joshu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito— jjosliu,  Ordinary    6510  70 

Kibiso — Filature,  Best  selected    105  to  I  10 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds   05  to  100 

Kibiso — Oslm,  Good  to  Best    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Best   — 

Kibiso— Sliinsliu,  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — Joshu ,  Good  to  Fair   40  to 

Kiliiso— Jnslni,  Middling  to  Common    35  to 

Kibiso — llachoji,  Good    35  to 

Kibiso — llachoji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Mawata— Good  to  Best   — 


35 
30 
30 
20 
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Settlement!  and  lined  1    .    '  noun. 

Export  from  .st  July  }  J2'000  ^,500 
Stock,  23rd  feb   17,600  5.800 


noun, 
26,700 

.0,900 


Available  supplies  to  dale  39,600      42,300  37,600 

lixcliange : — This  has   gradually   weakened  to 
the   following  quotations  :— I. on  don,  4111/s.  Cre 
dits,  2/1  J;  Documents,  2/1 -J;  fmi/s.  Ciedits,  2/1J 
Nkw  Yokk,  3od/s.  U.S.  $5!^-;  4111/s.  U.S.  852 
Pakis,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.66;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.68 

Estimated  SilU  Stock,  23rd  Feb.,  itfy4;  

Raw.  mciil.. 

Hanks    20 

filatures    7.650 

Re-reeis   4,280 

<akeria    1,410 

Osnu    10 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  30 


Wasii.  r  ic  y  (,• . 

Cocoons   250 

Noshi-ito    8,620 

Kibiso    8,240 

Mawata   150 

Sundries    340 


Votalpiculs    17,600 


Total  piculs   13,400 

TEA 

Exchange  continues  to  move  in  favour  of  buyers, 
and  consequently  a  fair  amount  of  leaf  has  changed 
hands.  Pi  ices  practically  show  no  change,  but 
for  anything  above  Medium  grade  holders  are 
very  firm. 

Common   |l2  to  13 

Good  Common    t^  j0  (. 

Medium   \\    ,7  to  ,g 

Good  Medium    ,g  t0  la 

£.ine   22  to  23 

finest   

Choice  ..;.„;;;  (  Nominal 

Choicest  J 


EXCHANGE. 

The  vagaries  of  Exchange  all  tend  downwards 
the  bottom  is  evidently  not  yet  reached. 

Sterling — Bank  T.T   2/oi 

Meiliug  —  ttanlt  Hills  on  demand    2/0 J 

Sterling — Bank  4  months'  sight    .,  „   2/of 

Sterling — Private  4  months' sight   2/i 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  si(.ht   2/.J 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.53 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2  62 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    i°/0dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    71  j 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    72$ 

On  India — Bank  sight    182 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight    185 

On  America — Bank  Bills  on  demand    48! 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    50^ 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   51 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.04 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.12 

Bar  Silver  (London)   27^ 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fi  ee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  Wo.  Id. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  (ouknal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up  to-date 
Weekly    Kec  rd  of  all   Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.    Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Vv  holesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEY  AND  TkADE." 

'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goons 
are  sold  j  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  -wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  10  advertisers. 
THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andto  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
Cfa  ina,  |apansSouth  America,  and  other  countries 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Retort  in  the 
Hftkone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI  DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating! 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

^To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

'VTISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
-VI    will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms.— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern 
ments,  Leading  steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners  | 
in  all  parts  of  the  World.  


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (o" 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  f  irst-class  Workmanship, 
-t.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac  | 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  Hi»;h  ■  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 
7   Absence  of  noise  and  vibration.  _ 
We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  de^cnptton.from  the 

smallest  sizesuitable  for  car.  *  ing  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  Wrt  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stem  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c,  JiC.  We  supply  sets  »f  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  i  \  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three\ 
times  the  power,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  ting- 
land,  i8qo,  in  competition  oi> en  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 

londonofficb:  17 1.aUEEN  victoria  street.e.c 

May  7th,  1891.  1 

THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says-"  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  bes 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  1 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
olorer.  as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT! 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  1  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871.  says-"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  1  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls  | 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  M  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  bv  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  througho* 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 

Awarded  Cold  Medal  Lpool  Interhi  Exhibition,  1886. 


?! 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

IJMITBD, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  '.- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixtura" 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  USTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

Bat&bllsbed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


ASK  FOR 


LIEBIG  COMPANY  S 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


And  see  that  each  J*r  bears  isaron  Liebig'3  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    a"'1    for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG' S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England.  _ 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892, 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Un^ersal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


IS  The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


CM  AON  ESI  A 

"v  '  Sold  Throughout  tue  Worm. 

N.B.-ASK   FOR   PINNEFORP'S   M  AG  N  E  S  i  A , 


January  1,  1894. 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft,  Sin. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
tnd  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  ao  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which  ,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


TWICKENHAM 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary  ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  $.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager, 


23x1,  1893. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  si  51,  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Eilacott  Beale,  of  No,  58,  Bluff, 

Yokohama.— Saturday,  February  34,  1804. 


A  REVIEW  OF  JAPANESE  COMMERCE,  POLITICS,  LITERATURE,  AND  ART. 


Mo.  9. J 

KBUISTKRKD  A  I   I  NK  U.P.O. 
AS    A  N*  KWSP.M'HK. 

YOKOHAMA,  MARCH  3rd,  1894. 
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$  Japan 

"FA1S  CH  QUE  DOIS: 

ADVIBNNE  QUE  POURRA  !" 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

So  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guaranteeof  good  faith.  It  isparticularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same:  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  March  3rd;  1894. 
5"  UMMARY  OF  NEWS. 

The  Naval  Authorities  have  obtained  Imperial 
sanction  to  despatch  the  Takachiho  Kan  to 
Hawaii  to  relieve  the  Naniwa  Kan. 


A  very  severe  earthquake  shock  was  experienced 
in  Yokohama,  Tokyo,  and  Yokosuka  shortly 
before  one  o'clock  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  No 
damage  was  done. 

The  two  murderers  of  the  priest  attached  to 
the  Buddhist  Temple  at  Negishi  have  been 
examined  in  the  Yokohama  Chiho  Saibansho 
and  sent  for  trial. 

The  performance  of  Alt'  Baba  up-to-data  by 
the  Kobe  amateurs  has  been  an  unqualified 
success.  The  local  allusions  were  peculiarly 
happy  and  up  to  date. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Hugh  Fraser,  H.B.M.'s 
representative  at  the  Court  of  Japan,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Fraser,  arrived  by  the  P.  &  O. 
steamer  Ancona  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Uchiyama  has  won  his  appeal  in  the  Osaka 
Appeal  Court,  in  the  libel  action  instituted 
against  him  by  Mr.  Asahina,  an  interpreter  in 
the  German  Consulate  at  Kobe. 

H.I.H.  Prince  Komatsu  Akihito,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Imperial  Body  Guard,  has  been 
commissioned  to  command  the  review  which 
takes  place  on  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding  day. 

The  general  elections  took  place  on  Thursday, 
but  the  full  returns  are  not  yet  to  hand.  As 
the  day  drew  near,  many  accusations  of  bribery 
were  preferred  against  some  of  the  candidates, 
but  only  a  few  will  be  brought  into  the  Law 
Courts. 

Two  Jubilee  stamps  will  be  issued  on  March 
9th,  in  commemoration  of  the  Imperial  Silver 


Wedding.  They  will  be  of  the  same  colour  and 
value  as,  only  of  different  design  and  shape  from, 
present  the  2-sen  rose  and  $-sen  royal  blue. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yokohama  Cricket 
and  Athletic  Club  took  place  on  Monday.  A 
balance  ill  hand  of  $98.67  was  reported,  but  a 
large  expenditure  will  be  necessary  this  year  on 
account  of  repairs.  An  alteration  in  the  rules 
relating  to  the  subscriptions  of  visitors  was  pro- 
posed and  carried. 

It  is  proposed  to  send  a  congratulatory  address 
to  the  Imperial  Household  from  the  Japanese 
residents  of  Yokohama.  On  the  9th  inst.  a 
general  Assembly  will  be  held  in  the  Public 
Gardens,  where  a  procession  will  proceed  to 
Ise-yama.  A  lantern  display  will  take  place 
at  night  on  the  road  between  Mayeta-bashi  and 
Sakaicho. 

The  Merchant  Guilds  of  Yokohama  have 
again  placed  watchers  opposite  the  premises 
occupied  by  the  boycotted  firms  of  Messrs. 
Samuel  Samuel  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  A.  S. 
Rosenthal  &  Co.,  notwithstanding  the  police 
injunction.  The  men  now  walk  up  and  down 
the  streets  instead  of  standing  in  one  position, 
the  Guilds  thereby  hoping  to  escape  a  breach 
of  the  law.   

The  former  secretary  of  Messrs,  Deakin  Bros., 
who  had  lately  been  carrying  on  business 
on  his  own  account  in  Yokohama  and  San 
Francisco,  has  absconded,  leaving  many  debts 
and  liabilities  behind  him.  He  is  supposed  to 
have  left  by  the  Gaelic  on  Saturday  morning 
His  office  effects  have  been  sold  up  by  one  of 
the  creditors.  The  severest  sufferers  are  sup 
posed  to  be  Japanese  and  Chinese  exchange 
shops. 

Judgment  in  an  appeal  case  raised  by  Mr 
Mitsui  against  the  Minister  of  Finance  in  con- 
nection with  the  Miike  coal  mine  was  given  by 
the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal  on  the  26th  lift. 
The  judgment  was  partially  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  Court  ordered  Mr.  Mitsui  to  pay 
royalty  on  the  out-turn,  but  found  that  the  Mini 
ster  was  responsible  for  the  damages  to  theTmine 
caused  by  the  earthquake.  The  Ministerjias 
appealed  against  the  decision. 

The  Nagasaki  Guild  of  Japanese  Commission 
Merchants  has  presented  Mr.  Nakano,  Go 
vernor  of  Kanagawa,  with  a  tortoise-shell  vessel 
in  recognition  of  services  rendered  by  him  to 
local  trade  and  industries  while  Governor  of 
Nagasaki.  Yokohama  has  much  to  thank  Mr 
Nakano  for  already  ;  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  restored  the  streets  of  the  Settlement  to 
a  condition  of  excellent  repair,  and  also  for  his 
suppression  of  the  worst  of  the  flaunting  tea- 
house jades  whose  habitats  lie  on  the  outskirts 

of  the  town.   

The  annual  general  meeting  of  shareholders  in 
Messrs.  Deakin  Bios.,  Limited,  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  Rickett  in  the  Chair.  The 
accounts  were  subjected  to  much  criticism, 
but  were  eventually  passed.  One  shareholder 
suggested  that  the  accounts  should  be  properly 
straightened  out,  and  then,  if  it  was  found  that 
the  Company  could  not  pay  its  way,  that  the 
best  course  would  be  to  liquidate.  The  Chair- 
man announced  that  the  Diiectors  intended 
calling  an  extraordinary  meeting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deciding  whether  the  capital  should  be 

reduced.   

The  colonial  party  in  the  House  of  Commons 
has  received  a  deputation  from  the  Straits 
Settlements  protesting  against  the  military  con- 
tribution, and  promised  to  raise  a  debate  upon 
the  subject  at  the  first  opportunity.  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  stated 


that  the  delimitation  of  the  Upper  Meikong  was 
postponed  till  the  autumn  owing  to  climatic  rea- 
sons. Asteam-pipe  exploded  dining  the  speed-tiial 
at  Kiel  of  the  German  ironclad  Brandenburg, 
and  forty-one  men  were  killed  and  seven  injured. 
Yellow  fever  is  raging  upon  the  foreign  men-of- 
war  in  Rio  hai  hour.  The  German  Emperor  dined 
with  P  ri nee  Bismarck  at  Friedricksruhe,  recent- 
ly. Mr.  Asquith,  the  Home  Secretary,  has  stated 
that  the  British  Government  is  ready  to  co  >pe- 
rate  with  foreign  Powers  to  ensure  the  effective 
watching  of  the  Anarchists.  He  deprecated  the 
amendment  of  the  law  in  the  direction  of  em- 
powering the  expulsion  of  suspects.  Another 
bomb  outrage  has  been  perpetrated  in  Paris,  re- 
sulting in  many  persons  being  injured.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone has  announced  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  Employers  Liability  Bill  has  been 
dropped,  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Lords  having  poisoned  the  Bill.  The 
majority  of  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Lords,  in  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  have  been 
rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons.  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  Italy,  and  Austria  have  strongly 
advised  Morocco  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
Spain.  The  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  has 
adopted  a  duty  upon  corn  at  the  rate  of  seven 
francs  per  hectolitre.  It  is  stated  that  Russia 
sent  a  diplomatic  note  to  France  intimating 
that  if  through  the  increase  of  the  French  corn- 
duties  the  exports  of  Russian  cereals  be  dis- 
turbed, Russia  will  terminate  the  commercial 
treaty  with  France.  The  financial  statement  of 
the  Italian  Government  shows  a  deficit  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  million  lire.  It  is 
proposed  to  raise  fresh  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  million  lire.  The  new  tariff  bill 
is  still  before  the  finance  committee  of  the  U.S. 
Senate.  A  British  Naval  force  sent  against 
some  slave  trading  chiefs  near  Bathurst,  West 
Africa,  has  suffered  a  severe  reverse,  resulting 
in  the  deaths  of  many  officers  and  men,  while 
a  field-piece  has  also  been  lost. 


This  has  been  a  blank  week  so  far  as  Imports 
are  concerned,  not  a  single  sale  in  Woollens, 
Yarns,  or  Piece-goods  being  reported.  The 
Metal  maiket  is  similarly  paralysed — and  all  on 
account  of  the  ever  decreasing  value  of  the 
silver  dollar.  Both  buyers  and  sellers  are 
frightened  of  doing  anything,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  so  long  as  this  great  uncertainty 
continues.  The  outlook  for  Kerosene  is  not 
quite  so  mournful  as  it  was  a  fortnight  ago, 
holders  having  given  way  a  bit,  thus  inducing 
a  few  transactions.  The  recent  arrivals  of  Brown 
Sugars  from  Hongkong  have  nearly  all  been 
sold  at  the  old  figures,  and  in  Whites  a  fair 
amount  of  business  is  also  reported.  In  Tea 
only  a  few  small  transactions  are  to  be  noted,  as 
tasters  will  soon  be  looking  for  garden  musters 
of  New  Crop.  The  mild  winter  should  bring 
on  early  spring  pickings.  Settlements  for  the 
season  to  date  are  just  about  on  a  par  with  last 
year;  the  exact  figures  being  227,150  piculs 
against  727.000  piculs  at  same  date  in  1893. 
The  heavy  fall  in  Exchange  has  assisted  the 
Raw  Silk  maiket,  many  buyers  being  en- 
abled to  fill  orders  which  had  been  some- 
what long  delayed.  The  principal  business 
for  Europe  has  been  in  fine-sized  Filatures, 
and  the  Japanese,  although  willing  to  get  rid 
of  their  large  stocks,  have  forced  prices  up 
a  little.  Accounts  from  consuming  centres 
are  very  dull,  especially  the  United  Stales, 
manufacturers  appearing  to  expect  still  cheaper 
silk.  Business  in  Waste  has  been  small,  only 
about  300  piculs  being  accepted.  Trade  is 
undoubtedly  curtailed  through  holders  stick  ng 
out  for  fabulous  prices,  but  probably  before 
another  week  is  out  buyers  and  sellers  may  meet 
on  a  mutual  base. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  full  results  of  ihe  general  election  are  not 
yet  known,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  voting  has 
not  been  attended  by  serious  disturbance  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  That  the  Government  has 
been  strictly  impartial  seems  to  be  tacitly  admit- 
ted by  the  Opposition  papers.  Nay  the  Yomi- 
uri  Shimbun  goes  so  far  as  to  publicly  acknow- 
ledge that  the  Authorities  have  by  their  vigilant 
impartiality  enabled  the  electors  to  exercise  the 
franchise  without  molestation.  Some  papers, 
however,  refuse  to  give  such  unqualified  praise 
to  the  Government.  The  Hochi  Shimbun, 
for  instance,  indirectly  charges  the  Authorities 
with  having  supplied  the  official  party  (meaning 
the  Radicals)  with  resources  to  corrupt  electors, 
and  suffered  them  10  interfere  with  the  free 
exercise  of  the  franchise  by  making  frequent 
use  of  deadly  weapons.  It  is  a  noteworthy  cir- 
cumstance that  this  paper  most  violently  opposed 
to  the  Government  does  not  dare  to  prefer  a 
direct  or  tangible  charge.  It  may  be  expected 
that  when  details  of  the  election  become  known, 
the  Opposition  journals  will  not  fail  to  discover 
some  plausible  reasons  for  complaining  of  par- 
tiality and  injustice  on  the  part  of  local  officials, 
but  from  the  present  tone  of  the  metropolitan 
press  it  seems  tolerably  certain  that  the  Opposi- 
tion will  be  unable  to  advance  any  serious  accu- 
sation of  actual  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  As  to  the  results  of  the  voting, 
there  appears  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  allied 
Opposition  parties  have  gained  a  majority, 
though  some  persons  believe  that  the  Radicals 
and  the  neutrals  have  been  the  more  success- 
ful. The  Radical  organ,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  is 
confident  that  at  least  a  hundred  Radicals  have 
been  returned.  This  estimate  no  doubt  excludes 
Mr.  Hoshi  and  other  politicians,  who,  while  not 
actually  belonging  to  the  Party,  are  nevertheless 
committed  to  the  same  programme.  Thus  by 
a  skilful  combination  of  the  Radicals  and  the 
Independents,  it  may  be  possible  to  form  a 
phalanx  nearly  as  numerous  as  the  allied  sections 
of  the  Opposition.  But  definite  reports  will  be 
received  in  Tokyo  before  this  appears  in  print. 
* 

*  * 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  new  House  of 
Representatives  will  be  more  uncompromisingly 
opposed  to  the  Government  than  its  predecessor, 
the  Opposition  papers  are  already  calling  upon 
the  Ministry  to  resign.  The  points  at  issue 
between  the  Government  and  the  Opposition, 
say  the  Progressionist  organs,  no  longer  relate 
to  domestic  politics  only,  but  bear  also  upon  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  country.  In  other  words, 
the  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  being 
the  principal  ground  of  dissolution,  what  can 
the  Government  do  except  to  resign,  when  the 
same  attitude  is  maintained  by  the  new  House  ? 
Another  dissolution,  they  state,  is  entirely  out 
of  the  question,  for  such  a  step  is  contrary 
to  the  true  purpose  of  constitutional  Govern- 
ment. The  organs  of  the  allied  parlies  do  not, 
however,  seem  to  have  any  hope  of  their  leaders 
succeeding  to  the  present  Cabinet,  even  if  the 
latter  should  be  willing  to  resign.  This  aspect  of 
the  situation  is  touciied  upon  by  the  Jiji  Shimpo 
in  its  usual  frank  and  outspoken  manner. 
* 

*  » 

The  Jiji  commences  by  alluding  to  the  com- 
paratively peaceful  character  of  the  election 
just  ended.  This  is  attributed  to  the  strict 
impartiality  of  the  Government,  to  the  growing 
experience  of  the  people,  and  to  the  increasing 
financial  embarrassments  of  the  competitors. 
Generally  speaking,  however,  our  contemporary 
does  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  way  in  which 
the  present  election  has  been  conducted  shows 
that  another  stage  of  political  progress  has 
been  achieved  by  the  nation.  Though  declin- 
ing to  hazard  any  positive  statement  on  the 
subject  the  Jiji  thinks  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  new  House  of  Representatives  will  be 
opposed  to  the  Government  at  least  as  much  as 
its  predecessor.  If  the  Government  can  accom- 
plish Revision  of  the  Treaties  before  the  sixth 
session  of  the  Diet  opens,  then  the  situation 
may  be  essentially  changed,  but  such  a  speedy 


settlement  of  the  question  seems,  in  the  Jiji's 
opinion,  doubtful.  The  Cabinet  may  also  gain 
something  by  anticipating  the  attacks  of  the 
Opposition  and  addressing  the  House  on  this 
subject  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  session. 
But  a  siep  so  bold  is  not  to  be  expected  from 
the  present  Government.  Hence  the  Jiji 
thinks  that  the  result  of  collision  in  the  coming 
session  will  be  another  dissolution.  That 
course,  however,  would  have  very  disas- 
trous effects,  for  it  would  only  increase  the 
strength  of  the  anti-foreign  movement.  The 
Government  is,  therefore,  advised  to  devise 
some  means  to  avert  such  a  calamity.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Opposition  politicians  are 
plainly  told  that,  however  violently  they  may 
attack  the  Government,  they  have  as  yet  little 
hope  of  succeeding  to  office.  Hence  the  Jiji 
urges  them  to  desist  from  the  policy  of  blind 
opposition  to  the  Government,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  formation  of  a  coalition  Cabinet  in 
which  their  leaders  may  have  seats.  The  con- 
summation of  such  a  scheme  is  attended  with 
some  difficulties,  but  the  Government  being  in  a 
very  embarrassed  position,  it  will  not  be  impos- 
sible to  induce  the  statesmen  now  in  power  to 
favourably  entertain  the  project  of  a  coalition 
Cabinet.  At  all  events,  the  Opposition  politicians 
are  advised  to  take  this  opportunity  of  giving  up 

their  absurd  policy  of  blind  obstruction. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  cannot  agree  with 
papers  extravagant  enough  to  assert  that  the 
results  of  the  present  general  election  will  decide 
the  fate  of  clan  Government,  as  well  as  that  of 
constitutional  institutions  in  Japan.  As  to  clan 
Government,  our  contemporary  does  not  pre- 
tend to  know  whether  or  not  it  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation.  But  this  much  is  certain, 
that  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  Diet  a  motion 
for  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  present 
Cabinet  was  rejected,  while  in  the  fifth  session  no 
party  based  its  opposition  to  the  Government  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  composed  of  clan  statesmen. 
Moreover,  some  of  the  allied  Opposition  parties 
themselves  are  under  the  sway  of  clan  states- 
men. Consequently,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  elections,  the  Nichi  Nichi  is  con- 
fident that  the  time  is  far  distant  when  the  ad- 
ministrative power  will  pass  from  the  hands  of 
clan  statesmen.  With  reference  to  constitu- 
tional institutions  in  Japan,  they  stand  on  a 
basis  sufficiently  lofty  to  be  independent  of  the 
effects  of  elections.  Such  extravagant  state- 
ments as  those  here  criticized,  are  simply 
devices  contrived  by  the  followers  of  Count 
Okuma  to  deceive  the  electors.  If  the  Count 
thinks  himself  alone  qualified  to  guide  the 
destiny  of  the  country,  why  does  he  not  repair  to 
the  Emperor  and  recommend  his  services  to  His 
Majesty  ?  When,  instead  of  taking  such  a  manly 
course,  he  and  his  followers  devote  themselves  to 
obstructing  the  Government's  efforts  to  com- 
plete the  national  defences,  to  develop  the 
country's  resources,  and  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
gressive policy  of  opening  the  country,  every 
lover  of  Japan  ought  to  assist  in  freeing  the 
Lower  House  from  these  unreasonable  politi- 
cians. The  Nichi  Nichi  is  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  new  House  will  support  the  Government 
in  carrying  out  its  enlightened  foreign  policy. 
If,  however,  the  House  prove  incorrigibly  com- 
mitted to  the  same  rash  attitude  as  that  of  its 
predecessors,  it  will  then  be  the  bounden  duly 
of  the  Government  to  weigh  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  State  and  of  the  Diet,  and  lo 
adopt  some  decisive  measure. 

* 

*  * 

The  question  of  Treaty  Revision  receives 
increasing  journalistic  attention.  As  yet  few 
papers  claim  to  have  obtained  any  trustworthy 
information  about  a  scheme  of  revision,  although 
the  Shin  Choya  Shimbun  and  the  Kokkai  have 
ventured  to  construct  imaginary  programmes, 
for  which  they  have  paid  dearly,  having  been 
placed  under  the  ban  of  suspension.  The 
majority  of  the  ?netropo]ilan  papers  as  yet  re- 
frain from  expressing  any  definite  opinion  on 
ttte  subject.  Among  them  the  Progressionist 
organs  particularly  distinguish  themselves  by 
affecting  an  air  of  supreme  incredulity  as  to 
the  ability  of  the  present  Government  to  make 


any  real  impression  on  the  problem  of  Treaty 
Revision.  Papers  more  or  less  friendly  to  the 
anti-foreign  movement,  as  the  Niroku  Shimpo, 
the  Shin  Choya  Shimbun,  the  Kokkai  and  so 
forth  drop  hints  of  opposition  to  the  treaty  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government.  The  Niroku  Shim- 
po, for  instance,  observes  that,  although  the  politi- 
cal world  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  tranquil,  there 
runs  at  present  a  dark  undercurrent  of  popular 
excitement  in  respect  of  the  question  of  Treaty 
Revision.  The  nation,  it  stales,  is  not  so  dull- 
witted  as  not  to  feel  the  danger  by  which  it  is 
threatened.  The  people  will  know  when  and  how 
to  raise  their  voices  on  this  subject.  The  Shin 
Choya  hints  that  the  precipitate  haste  with  which 
the  Government  is  reported  to  be  considering 
the  question  of  Treaty  Revision  is  a  sign  that  the 
task  has  been  undertaken,  not  from  a  sense 
of  responsibility,  but  because  of  a  selfish 
desire  to  secure  some  political  advantage  over 
the  Opposition.  "  If,"  says  that  paper,  "  the 
object  of  the  elder  statesmen  in  power  be  to 
sacrifice  this  important  national  question  for 
some  petty  political  advantages,  they  will  be  the 
sellers  and  betrayers  of  the  country  and  of  the 
people, — a  stain  upon  the  brilliant  and  unsullied 
history  of  the  Empire,  which  the  nation  will 
never  permit.  The  time  has  now  come  for  you, 
our  dear  countrymen,  to  rise  and  give  your- 
selves, body  and  soul,  to  the  cause  of  your 
country." 

* 

*  * 

The  Kokkai,  after  giving  a  short  historical 
sketch  of  the  question,  proceeds  at  some  length 
to  explain  the  reason  why  England,  formerly 
opposed  to  Japanese  demands,  has  of  late  be- 
gun to  show  an  especially  favourable  attitude 
towards  Japan.  That  reason  is  to  be  found  in 
England's  eagerness  to  secure  Japan's  friendship 
in  view  of  the  growing  intimacy  between  France 
and  Russia.  According  to  our  contemporary's 
information,  England  has  offered  unasked 
to  settle  the  question  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
But  at  the  same  lime  she  is  believed  to  have 
proposed  several  provisions  more  or  less  objec- 
tionable. The  first  if  these  is  said  to  be  to  the 
effect  that  the  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction 
shall  take  place  five  years  after  the  ratification 
of  the  new  Treaty,  provided  that  England,  in 
the  meanwhile,  shall  have  declared  herself 
satisfied  with  the  working  of  the  Codes  during 
an  interval  of  twelve  months.  The  next 
objectionable  clause  is  stated  to  be  that  from 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty,  and 
pending  the  opening  of  the  interior  for  Mixed 
Residence,  passports  good  for  1 2  months  shall 
be  issued  to  British  subjects.  Before  our  con- 
temporary could  complete  the  enumeration  of 
its  alleged  undesirable  provisions  in  the  pro- 
posed Treaty,  it  received  the  order  of  suspension. 
* 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  is  glad  that  the  Cabinet 
has  set  itself  to  settle  the  question  of  Treaty 
Revision,  for  it  is  inclined  to  believe  the  report 
that  the  British  Minister  has  returned  to  his 
post  with  full  powers  to  negotiate.  As  to  the 
taunt  expressed  by  some  papers  that  a  Govern- 
ment unable  10  enforce  the  existing  Treaties  has 
little  chance  of  securing  their  revision,  the  Radi- 
cal organ  observes  that  there  is  no  necessity  to 
talk  about  the  enforcement  of  treaties  which  are 
about  to  be  thoroughly  revised.  The  Jiyu 
hopes  that  the  Government  will  take  care  lo 
revise  on  a  basis  of  strict  equality. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  alluding  lo  the 
circumstance  that  several  papers  blame  the 
Cabinet  for  undertaking  the  revision  of  the 
Treaties  either  for  spme  political  purpose  or 
for  the  sake  of  the  credit  attending  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  task,  remarks  that,  even  sup- 
posing such  to  be  the  case,  there  would  be  no- 
thing improper,  provided  always  that  the  step 
coincided  with  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. Where  is  there  to  be  found  a  statesman 
who  has  neither  passion  for  glory  nor  inclina- 
tion lo  employ  political  tactics?  Nevertheless, 
the  Nichi  Nichi  does  not  mean  to  say  that 
love  of  glory  or  political  strategy  are  ihe 
only  incentives  to  action.  Sincere  and  disinte- 
rested devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  country 
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should  he  the  ruling  motive  when  a  funda- 
mental national  problem  Ins  10  he  solved.  Bui 
in  carrying  out  such  a  programme  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  use  of  political  strategy,  and 
it  is  but  proper  that  the  accomplishment  of  the 
work  should  bring  credit  with  it.  In  this  sense 
the  Cabinet  may  be  said  to  desire  credit  and  to 
employ  political  stategy,  and  those  who  on  such 
a  ground  try  to  thwart  the  object  of  the  Admini- 
stration must  be  held  to  be  the  worst  enemies 
of  the  nation.  As  to  the  basis  of  negotiation, 
the  Nichi  Nichi  declares  that,  the  nation 
having  unanimously  expressed  its  resolution 
to  endure  nothing  short  of  equal  treaties, 
there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  Government 
will  submit  to  any  humiliating  terms.  The 
treaties  accepted  by  the  Cabinet  will  at  least 
satisfy  the  points  enumerated  in  the  Address 
which  the  Lower  House  presented  to  the 
Throne  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  Diet.  If 
there  be  any  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet 
to  hurry  on  the  negotiations  for  revision,  it  is, 
in  the  Nichi  Nichi's  opinion  a  good  sign,  for 
it  shows  that  a  unique  oopoi tunity  has  pre- 
sented itself  for  the  attainment  of  the  nation's 
long  cherished  desire. 

* 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  points  out  the  error  of 
thinking  that  the  revision  of  the  Treaties 
and  the  consequent  opening  of  the  interior 
will  lead  to  an  inroad  of  Chinese  in  over- 
whelming numbers.  In  the  first  place,  so 
long  as  the  Treaty  with  China  remains  as  it 
is,  she  can  not  claim  the  privilege  of  Mixed 
Residence  on  the  strength  of  a  most  favoured 
nation  clause,  for  she  has  no  most  favoured 
clause  in  her  Treaty.  As  to  the  possibility  of 
her  opening  the  interior  of  her  own  dominion 
to  Japanese  in  return  to  a  similar  favour  from 
Japan,  the  Jiji  is  convinced  that  China  will  not 
easily  consent  to  such  a  proposal,  for  she  is 
more  afraid  of  the  political  troubles  that  would 
arise  from  the  admission  of  Japanese  than  Japan 
is  afraid  of  the  economical  evils  attending  the 
coming  of  Chinese.  The  havoc  which  Japan- 
ese pirates  formerly  worked  on  the  coasts  of 
China,  as  well  as  the  repeated  attempts  made 
by  Japan  for  the  conquest  of  Korea,  have  filled 
the  Chinese  with  a  strong  apprehension  of 
Japanese  designs  and  doings.  When  the  in- 
terior of  China  is  opened  for  Mixed  Residence, 
political  adventurers  of  all  sorts  will  flock  there 
from  the  Island  Empire,  to  cause  infinite  trouble 
and,  it  may  be,  serious  danger  to  the  reigning 
dynasty.  Hence,  in  the  Jiji's  opinion,  nothing 
will  induce  the  Chinese  Government  to  grant 
Mixed  Residence  to  Japanese,  and  without  such 
concession  on  its  part,  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment will  be  under  no  obligation  to  give  a 
similar  privilege  to  Chinese  subjects. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


NOVEL   METHODS  OF  INSURANCE. 

The  utility  of  insurance  is  more  or  less  impaired 
when  a  man  finds  that  having  insured  his  house, 
paid  the  premium,  and  been  the  victim  of  afire, 
the  insurance  office  does  not  exist  and  never 
did  exist  in  any  responsible  form.  That  is 
what  has  just  happened  to  Mr.  Ono  Hidegoro, 
of  Shinagawa.  Attracted  by  the  prospectus  of 
a  company  which  declared  its  capital  to  be  a 
million  yen  and  placed  two  Members  of  the  Diet 
at  the  head  of  its  Directors,  he  insured  his  house 
for  six  hundred  yen  last  December,  paying  a 
premium  of  24.90  yen,  being  at  the  tolerably 
high  rate  of  4.15  per  cent.  Eighteen  other 
householders  in  the  same  district  were  similarly 
misled  by  the  prospectus,  and  they  all  suffered 
in  the  fire  of  the  28th  ultimo.  When  Mr.  Ono 
carried  his  policy  to  the  so-called  office  of  the 
Company,  he  found  a  bare  room  inhabited  by 
two  spry  youths  and  a  jinrikisha-man.  Of 
capital,  registered  Company,  shareholders  and 
other  items  usually  connected  with  a  going 
concern,  nothing  exisied.  That  is  the  story 
told  by  certain  vernacular  newspapers,  but  the 
Company  declines  to  be  regarded  as  a  myth, 
and  avers  that  its  non-payment  is  not  due  to 
non-existence,  but  to  the  fault  of  the  applicants 
whose  statements  of  claims  are  unsatisfactory. 


The  incident  Will  be  elucidated  by  the  Law 
Courts,  but  in  the  meanwhile  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  instituted 
inquiries  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  vauous 
insurance  companies  recently  started  in  Japan. 

DINNER  AT  THE   MAPLE  CLUB. 

To  celebrate  the  success  that  attended  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Central  Tea  Guild  of  Japan  at 
the  Chicago  World's  Fair,  a  banquet  was  given 
on  Friday  evening  at  the  Maple  Club,  Shiba, 
Tokyo.    More  than  two  hundred  guests  were 
present,  among  them  being  Their  Excellencies 
the  Minister  of  Slate  for  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce and  the  United  States  Representative, 
the  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  and  other  distinguished  persons 
A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  riunion  was  the 
presence  of  several  foreign  merchants  from 
Yokohama,  no  less  than  fifteen  being  among 
the  convives.    The  usual  amusements  in  the 
form  of  dancing  by  the  staff  of  the  Club  were 
provided,  and  the  dinner,  in  pure  Japanese 
style,  was  admirably  served   and  thoroughly 
enjoyed.    Speeches  were  happily  conspicuous 
by  their  absence,  the  only  thing  of  the  sort 
being  a  brief  address  by  Mr.  Otani  Kahei, 
President   of  the  Central    Guild,   who,  in  a 
few  well  chosen  words,  described  the  success 
achieved  by  the  Guild  in  Chicago,  and  attri- 
buted it  to  the  good  management  of  the  Japan- 
ese Government  as  well  as   to  the  sympathy 
invariably  displayed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States  toward  Japan.    This  address  was  trans- 
lated  by  Mr.  Motono.     The  Guild,  as  our 
readers  may  remember,  established  a  tea-house 
at  the  Columbian  Exhibition,  and  caused  tea 
to  be  served  there  d  la  Japonaise,  with  the 
object  of  introducing  it  in  that  form  to  the 
taste  of  the  foreign    public.    No    less  than 
166,124  persons  visited  the  tea-house  during  the 
Exhibition  period,  and  the  income  derived  was 
$23,608.    Whether  the  earnings  covered  the 
expenses  we  do  not  know,  but  that  is  a  secon- 
dary point,  as  the  main   ohject  of  the  enter- 
prise was  advertisement.    We  may  mention,  en 
passant,  that  diiect  export  does  not  enter  into 
the  plans  of  the  Guild  at  present,    1  lie  sole 
purpose  being  to  improve  the  quality  of  Japan- 
ese tea.    Before  each  person  at  the  banquet  on 
Friday  was  placed  one  of  the  cups  specially 
made  for  use  at  the  Chicago  Exhibition,  and 
these  the  guests  were  invited  to  carry  away  as 
a  memento  of  the  occasion.    It  was  altogether 
a  very  pleasant  and  hospitable  entertainment. 


THE  BOYCOTT  OF    MESSRS.  SAMUEL  SAMUEL  AND 
COMPANY. 

The  Japanese  merchants  who  have  combined 
to  boycott  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  and  Com- 
pany are  said  to  have  agreed  among  themselves 
that  if  any  member  of  the  Association  does 
business  with  the  tabooed  firm,  he  shall  be  fined 
not  less  than  5  yen  and  not  more  than  100  yen ; 
that  a  repetition  of  the  proceeding  shall  entail 
a  double  penalty,  and  that  one  half  of  the  fine 
shall  go  to  any  one  giving  information  against 
the  offender.  How  is  all  that  to  be  effected,  we 
wonder.  The  Association  cannot  lawfully  im- 
pose a  fine  upon  any  of  its  members.  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  number  of  men  from 
agreeing  among  themselves  not  to  deal  with  a 
particular  firm,  and  if  they  please  to  confirm 
their  resolution  by  putting  up  a  certain  sum 
of  money  which  shall  be  forfeited  in  the  event 
of  any  violation  of  their  agreement,  they 
are  acting  within  their  rights.  But  it  is  not 
staled  that  they  have  put  up  money  in  that 
manner  or  under  a  compact  of  that  kind.  The 
statement  published  by  the  vernacular  press  is 
that  the  Association  intends  to  fine  any  mem- 
ber violating  the  rules,  and  that  a  system  of 
espionage  is  to  be  inaugurated  to  facilitate  the 
detection  of  backsliders.  The  leaders  of  the 
movement  seem  to  be  treading  on  very  perilous 
ground.  At  all  events,  the  fight  has  gone  on 
long  enough.  It  must  be  quite  evident  to  the 
Japanese  dealers  that  they  cannot  hurt  Messrs, 
Samuel  Samuel  &  Company,  and  that  they 
are  merely  depriving  their  country  of  an  im- 
portant customer  by  keeping  up  this  obstinate 
struggle.     We   do  not  say   that  right  may 


not  be  on  their  side,  nor  do  we  pretend  that 
the  obduracy  of  one  parly  alone  can  he  held  re- 
sponsible. But  it  is  in  the  nature  ol  the  japaueNe 
to  prefer  compromise  to  extremities,  and  surely 
this  must  be  essentially  an  occasion  for  com- 
prise. Tberfl  can  not  he  the  slightest  question 
that  a  great  firm  like  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  and 
Company  acts  always  under  an  absolute  con- 
viction of  the  proptiety  of  ils  doings,  and  if  the 
Japanese  could  persuade  themselves  of  that 
fundamental  principle  of  British  commercial 
methods,  they  would  find  no  difficulty  in  coming 
to  an  understanding  with  the  boycotted  house. 

PROTOPLASM . 

For  many  years  a  hopeful  belief  has  existed  that, 
some  day  or  other,  chemists  might  be  able  to 
produce  the  vital  principle,  "  the  speck  of  un- 
differentiated protoplasm  endowed  with  vital 
force."  This  belief  rested  on  two  assumptions  : 
first,  that  protoplasm  was  practically  uniform  ; 
secondly,  that  it  was  a  single  chemical  com- 
pound allied  to  albumen,  at  least,  a  simple 
mixture  of  allied  compounds.  But  these  as- 
sumptions are  now  shown  to  be  untenable,  and 
will)  their  disappearance  must  disappear  also 
the  hope  that  what  has  hitherto  been  regarded 
as  the  only  living  substance  in  nature  can  be 
produced  by  human  processes.  Professor  Conn 
writing  in  the  Methodist  Review,  says  : — 

It  now  appears,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  proto- 
plasm in  general,  but  only  particular  forms  of  piotoplasm. 
1  ach  organism  has  its  own  paiticular  liind,  and  proto- 
plasm in  ilifferent  animals  is,  perhaps,  as  varied  as  the 
animals  themselves.  As  Huxley  first  knew  it,  protoplasm 
was  a  homogeneous,  structureless  jelly.  As  we  know  it 
to-day,  it  is  one  of  the  most  complicated  bodies  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge;  complicated  not  only  in  its 
chemical  composition,  but  in  its  physical  stt  ucture.  The 
basis  of  the  mass,  and  that  which  gives  it  consistency,  is 
a  complicated  network  of  delicate  fibres,  sometimes  com- 
paratively coaise,  interwoven  with  each  other  in  apparent- 
ly great  confusion,  the  m  >re  intimate  structure  of  the 
fibres  or  even  their  chemical  composition  is  unknown. 
Giving  fluidity  to  the  mass,  there  is  suspended  among  the 
meshes  of  the  network  a  clear  watery  liquid  of  varying 
consistency.  On  and  among  the  fibres  are  infinite  num- 
bers of  extremely  minute  dots  or  granules  barely  visible  to 
the  highest  powers  of  the  microscope  ;  and  these  may  be 
seen  to  move  to  and  fro,  frequently  travelling  along  the 
filires  almost  like  beads  on  a  strintr  ;  now  grouping  them- 
selves in  one  way,  and  now  in  another,  and  exhibiting  an 
appearance  of  ceaseless  activity,  these  bodies  are  so 
minute,  that  under  the  miscroscope  they  show  no 
structure;  and  yet  there  are  reasons  for  believing  that 
there  are  great  differences  between  them,  and  that  they 
are  themselves  made  up  of  still  more  minute  parts,  which 
must  evei  baffle  the  powers  of  optics  to  discern. 

Nor  does  the  matter  end  here.  Protoplasm  never  exists 
free  as  undifferentiated  protoplasm,  but  is  always  as- 
sociated in  little  independent  bits  called  cells.  In  such 
cells,  the  structure  is  more  complicated  than  above  indi- 
cated, for,  each  cell  contains,  besides  the  clear  protoplasm, 
a  specially  differentiated  part  called  the  nucleus.  In  the 
nucleus  we  find  a  repetition  of  libres,  liquids,  and  granules, 
in  a  fashion  even  more  complicated  than  in  the  body  of 
the  cell.  In  addition  to  the-e.  there  is  a  new  st>  ucture  in 
the  form  of  a  compound,  called  nuclein.  This  latter 
appears  sometimes  in  the  form  of  dots,  or  rods,  or 
granules,  grouped  in  various  fantastic  ways,  frequently 
it  is  enclosed  in  a  most  wonderful  body,  known  as  the 
nnclein-tubule  Now,  thi*  same  nuclein,  whether  in  the 
form  of  rods  or  dots,  or  enclosed  within  the  tubule,  is  the 
most  wonderful  part  of  the  whole  protoplasm.  Minute  as 
it  is  in  amount,  the  microscopi-t  has  learned  that  it  must 
contain  the  properties  of  the  whole  protoplasm,  and,  in 
many  cases,  at  least,  all  of  the  essential  characters  of  the 
adult  animal  or  plant  to  which  the  particular  cell  belongs. 
Kor  instance,  in  the  nuclein  of  the  reproductive  b' dy  are 
probably  seated  all  the  hereditary  characters  which  the 
plant  may  transmit  to  its  offspring,  as  well  as  an  unknown 
quantity  of  other  characteristics  which  we  know  may  be 
transmitted  from  generation  to  generation,  remaining  dor- 
mant in  one,  to  reappear  later. 

There  is,  then,  no  such  thing  as  undifferentiated  proto- 
plasm. The  word  itself  has  almost  .lisappeared  from  the 
cytologist's  nomenclature,  and  in  its  fall,  the  keystone  of 
the  mechanical  theory  of  life  has  been  rudely  shaken. 
Heietoo,  as  elsewhere,  the  nearer  we  go  to  what  seems  to 
be  the  solution  of  nature,  the  further  that  solution  is  re- 
moved. 

THE  DOSHIN  KA1SHA. 

The  Doshin  Kaisha,  a  firm  which  for  many 
years  has  been  engaged  in  the  direct  export  of 
silk  to  the  United  States  and  Europe,  seems  to 
have  fallen  into  the  condition  normal  to  such 
enterprises  in  Japan.  Owing  to  the  extremely 
unsatisfactory  state  of  business  in  the  United 
Stales  during  the  year  just  ended,  and  the 
numerous  bankruptcies  that  occurred  there,  the 
Kaisha  incurred  actual  losses  aggregating 
130,000  yen,  and  moreover,  instead  of  doing  a 
business  of  4,000  bales  of  silk,  its  transactions 
totalled  only  1,500,  with,  of  course,  a  corres- 
ponding diminution  of  commission  and  other 
earnings.  There  is  further  a  sum  of  400,000 
due  to  the  Company  from   American  firms 
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which,  though  not  insolvent,  can  not  be  expect- 
ed to  pay  for  a  considerable  time.  In  1882  the 
Kaisha's  transactions  gave  such  favourable 
results  that,  after  paying  a  good  dividend,  a 
sum  of  1 8,000  yen  was  carried  to  the  Reserve 
for  Equalizing  Dividends.  But  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Commercial  Code  which 
came  into  force  last  year,  a  company  is  pre- 
cluded from  declaring  a  dividend  until  its 
losses  have  been  made  good.  Hence  there 
is  not  the  least  prospect  of  the  Kaisha's  paying 
a  dividend  this  year,  and,  on  the  whole,  its 
affairs  seen  to  be  in  a  disastrous  condition.  The 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  from  which  we  take 
these  particulars,  is  naturally  much  concerned 
about  the  Kaisha's  ill-success,  and  invites  public 
sympathy  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  had 
not  the  Doshin  Kaisha  established  direct  re- 
lation with  Occidental  consumers  and  thus 
brought  Japan  into  touch  with  the  markets  of 
Europe  and  America,  the  sericulturists  of  this 
empire  must  have  remained  at  the  mercy  of  the 
local  foreign  merchant. 


THE   BOMBAY-JAPAN  SERVICB. 

Thf.  resolution  attributed  to  the  Cotton  Spin- 
ners Union  by  the  Asahi  Shimbun  requires  to 
be  modified,  according  to  the  Jiji  Shimpo. 
The  Asahi's  report  was  to  the  effect  that  in 
consideration  of  entrusting  to  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  the  total  shipments  of  cotton  brought  to 
Japan  from  Bombay,  the  Company  should  be 
required  to  reduce  its  rate  of  freight  below  the 
present  charge  of  twelve  rupees  per  ton.  But 
it  now  appears  that  the  Union's  resolution  was 
emphatically  more  favourable  to  the  Yusen 
Kaisha.  It  was  agreed  that  all  the  cotton  should 
be  shipped  by  that  Company's  steamers  with- 
out any  condition  as  to  reduction  of  freight. 
This  course  was  adopted  chiefly  on  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Shibusawa  who,  while  admitting  the 
commercial  discretion  of  asking  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  rate  in  consideration  of  increased 
business,  nevertheless  pointed  out  that  twelve 
rupees  a  ton  was  the  smallest  freight  that 
could  be  charged  with  any  hope  of  reasonable 
profit,  and  that  the  lower  rate  offered  by  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  was  not  based 
upon  any  principle  of  sound  business  but  was 
due  simply  to  the  foreign  Company's  desire  to 
crush  its  Japanese  rival.  If  successful  in  that 
effort,  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company, 
Mr.  Shibusawa  predicted,  would  be  sure  to  re- 
coup itself  afterwards  by  greatly  increased  rates. 
These  arguments  convinced  the  Union. 


FOREIGN  TOURISTS. 

The  Columbian  Exhibition  is  expected  to  be  of 
great  indirect  benefit  to  Japan  by  bringing  an 
increased  number  of  tourists  to  her  shores  this 
year.  The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  very  confident  on 
this  subject.  It  thinks  that  the  acquaintance 
which  the  American  public  formed  with  fapan- 
ese  objects  of  art  at  the  Exhibition  inspired  in 
many  cases  a  strong  wish  to  visit  this  country  ; 
it  asserts  that  among  the  late  arrivals  by  the 
steamer  China  there  were  many  whose  coming 
was  due  to  that  cause,  and  it  foretells  that  large 
sums  of  money  will  be  spent  in  the  country 
during  the  next  eight  months.  We  should  be 
prepared  to  endorse  this  forecast  altogether  did 
we  not  fear  that  a  strongly  deterrent  factor  is  at 
work  in  the  shape  of  exaggerated  rumours  about 
the  rude  treatment  of  foreigners  by  Japanese 
roughs.  This  country  will  have  to  pay  a  very 
heavy  fine  for  the  thoughtless  conduct  of  some 
of  its  young  folks. 


MEETING   OF  THE  DIET. 

The  News  Agency  reports  that  the  new  House 
of  Representatives  will  be  convoked  for  the 
15th  of  April,  and  that  the  Edict  of  Con  vocation 
will  be  issued  on  orabout  the4th  or  5th  of  March. 
This  is  unexpected.  In  1892,  although  the 
election  took  place  on  the  15th  of  February, 
that  is  to  say  a  fortnight  earlier,  than  this  year, 
the  official  opening  of  the  Diet  did  not  take 
place  until  the  6ih  of  Mav,  and  it  was  generally 
supposed  that  the  date  of  convocation  this  year 
would  be  the  15th  of  May.  Possibly  the  News 
Agency  may  be  mistaken,  but  technically  speak- 


ing there  is  nothing  to  prevent  convocation  on 
the  15th  of  April.  The  law  requires  that  an 
interval  of  at  least  forty  days  must  separate 
the  issue  of  the  Convoking  Edict  from  the  date 
of  convocation,  but  that  condition,  of  course, 
can  be  easily  satisfied  before  the  15th  of  April. 
Some  of  the  exceedingly  clever  folks  who  dis- 
cover holes  in  the  soundest  garment  were  full 
of  indignation  a  short  time  ago  because  the 
15th  of  February  was  not  fixed  for  the  elections 
instead  of  the  1st  of  March.  Their  microscopic 
insight  enabled  these  wise  men  to  discover  that 
the  Government  were  postponing  the  elections 
for  the  immense  period  of  a  fortnight  owing  to 
their  desperate  desire  to  cling  to  office.  Per- 
haps these  same  people  will  now  infer  that  by 
hastening  the  assembly  of  the  Diet  a  whole 
month  the  Government  show  wild  anxiety  to 
clamber  out  of  office  as  fast  as  possible.  Much 
more  interesting  than  such  conjectures,  how- 
ever, would  be  an  explanation  of  the  reasons 
why  the  meeting  of  the  Diet  affects  the  Cabinet's 
tenure  of  power  at  all. 

TREATY  REVISION. 

Poor  old  England.  After  basing  her  views 
about  Treaty  Revision  on  practical  and  straight- 
forward considerations  throughout  all  these 
weary  years  of  intricate  negotiations,  she  has 
finally  broken  down,  and  suffered  herself  to  be 
cajoled  by  the  golden  guinea.  We  regret  to 
have  to  record,  on  the  authority  of  the  Shin- 
Choya  newspaper — which  can  not  be  doubted 
for  a  moment  in  consideration  of  the  accuracy 
it  recently  displayed  with  reference  to  the 
French  Representatives  mounted  escort — that 
the  complaisance  of  several  influential  English 
statesmen  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Henry  Siebold 
with  money  supplied  by  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment in  the  form  of  a  secret  service  fund.  Vis- 
count Aoki  set  this  ball  of  humiliation  rolling 
by  proceeding  to  London  incognito,  and  there, 
through  the  good  offices  of  the  omnipotent  Mr. 
Henry  Siebold,  obtaining  interviews  will)  Lord 
Rosebery,  who  showed  himself  most  accom- 
modating. Thus  eveiything  was  speedily  settled. 
England  was  bought  and  Japan  was  the 
buyer.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Henry  Siebold  is 
an  official  in  the  Diplomatic  Service  of  Aus- 
tria-Hungary and  that  he  has  not  been  in 
Europe  for  many  months.  But  that  is  a  detail. 
We  cannot  imagine  that  Yokohama  will  sit 
quiet  under  this  sword  of  Damocles.  Another 
public  meeting  should  be  held  at  once,  and  the 
most  strenuous  protests  should  be  formulated 
on  the  grounds  of  Habeas  Corpus  and  married 
women's  rights.  It  is  just  like  a  Liberal 
Cabinet  to  sell  the  poor  exiled  civis  Romanus 
for  a  few  wretched  guineas. 


A  SPINNING  FACTORY  AT  HY0G0. 

Wk  recently  reported  that  the  shareholders  of 
the  Kanagafuchi  Cotton-spinning  Factory  had 
decided  to  add  a  million  yen  to  their  capital 
and  to  establish  a  new  factory  with  forty 
thousand  spindles.  It  remained  uncertain,  how- 
ever, what  site  would  be  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose. But  after  the  late  meeting  of  the  Cotton 
Spinners  Union  at  Osaka,  the  Kanagafuchi  re- 
presentatives proceeded  on  a  tour  of  inspection 
to  the  various  eligible  positions  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  city  and  of  Hyogo,  and  finally  decided 
to  choose  the  latter  town  as  the  scene  of 
their  new  enterprise.  "It  seems  that  labour 
and  coal  are  much  cheaper  in  Hyogo  than 
in  Tokyo ;  so  much  cheaper  that  yarns  the 
cost  of  manufacturing  which  in  Tokyo  is  18 
yen,  can  be  produced  in  Hyogo  for  10  yen. 
The  daily  wage  of  a  factory  •girl  in  Hyogo 
is  9  sen  whereas  in  Tokyo  it  is  13  yen,  and 
ten  thousand  lbs.  of  coal,  costing  from  22 
to  23  yen  in  the  latter  city  can  be  had  in  the 
former  for  from  18  to  19  yen.  Even  in  the 
case  of  yarns  destined  for  the  Tokyo  market, 
the  advantage  remains  with  manufacturing  in 
Hyogo,  the  carriage  thence  to  the  capital  being 
only  75  sen  per  400  lbs. 

THE  COTTON  SPINNERS'  UNION 

The  members  of  the  Coiton  Spinners'  Union 
met  at  the  Osaka  Chamber  of  Commerce  rooms 
to  discuss  their  agreement  with    the  Nippon 


Yusen  Kaisha  in  the  matter  of  the  Bombay 
service.  According  to  the  Asahi  Shimbun,  they 
came  to  some  very  important  decisions.  They 
resolved  in  the  first  place  to  renew  their  con- 
tract with  the  Yusen  Kaisha  for  another  year 
from  October  next,  the  month  in  which  the  pre- 
sent contract  expires.  They  also  decided  to 
abolish  the  conditional  clause  which  provides 
that  until  the  shipments  of  cotton  by  the  Yusen 
Kaisha's  steamers  reach  fifty  thousand  bales — 
for  which  amount  the  Kaisha  has  been  guaran- 
teed— no  cotton  shall  be  shipped  in  a  steamer 
belonging  to  another  country.  By  this  clause 
the  spinners  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of 
shipping  by  any  company  so  soon  as  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha  has  had  its  fifty  thousand  bales, 
but  the  excision  of  the  clause  from  the  contract 
means  that  they  bind  themselves  to  transport  all 
the  cotton  that  they  purchase  from  Bombay, 
without  any  limit  of  quantity,  by  the  steamers  of 
the  Kaisha.  With  regard  to  the  rate  of  freight, 
a  conference  has  to  be  held  between  a  Committee 
appointed  by  the  spinners  and  the  Directors 
of  the  Kaisha.  It  is  understood  that  the  Kai- 
sha is  willing  to  still  further  reduce  the  present 
rate  of  twelve  rupees  per  ton,  provided  that  it 
gets  the  carriage  of  all  the  cotton  imported 
from  Bombay,  namely,  150,000  bales  approxi- 
mately. There  is  little  doubt  that  a  mutually 
satisfactory  arrangement  will  be  elaborated  be- 
tween the  Union  and  the  Kaisha. 


THE   YOKOHAMA  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

The  question  of  funds  for  carrying  on  the  re- 
construction works  required  in  connection  with 
Yokohama  Harbour,  is  said  to  be  causing  the 
Authorities  some  perplexity.  The  outlay  is 
estimated  at  about  three  hundred  thousand 
a  sum  too  large  to  be  easily  found.  In  the  or- 
dinary routine  of  procedure  a  supplementary 
Budget  would  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of 
the  Diet,  but  to  do  that  means  a  delay  until 
May  or  June,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  un- 
finished breakwaters  must  suffer  continuously. 
At  present  temporary  expedients  are  employed 
to  prevent  rapid  deterioration  of  the  injured 
l>arts,  and  so  long  as  the  weather  continues 
fine,  no  very  serious  damage  need  be  an- 
ticipated. But  the  consequences  of  a  gale 
might  materially  alter  the  aspect  of  affairs 
and  entail  large  additional  outlay.  Another 
point  is  that  the  jetty  will  be  finished  by  the 
end  of  March,  but  must  remain  useless  until 
the  breakwaters  are  completed.  Finally  there 
is  the  question  of  the  season  for  making  con- 
crete blocks  :  if  that  operation  be  delayed  until 
June,  it  may  not  be  brought  to  a  conclusion 
before  the  fall,  and  the  works  would  then  have 
to  be  extended  over  another  winter.  The  Jiji 
Shimpo  refers  to  all  these  difficulties  and  says 
that  the  Authorities  are  thinking  of  providing 
the  necessary  funds  as  a  matter  of  expediency, 
and  seeking  the  Diet's  consent  subsequently. 


THE   MEIKYO  LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANY. 

Life  Insurance  Companies  are  now  springing 
up  in  all  die  larger  cities  and  their  bids  for 
patronage  are  at  limes  not  a  little  amusing. 
The  Meikyo  Life  Assurance  Company,  recently 
established  in  Kyoto,  aims  chiefly  at  making 
things  pleasant  for  believers  in  Buddhism.  Its 
prospectus  states  that  the  Company  was  called 
into  existence  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the 
lives  of  sincere  Buddhists.  The  vernacular 
press  has  indulged  in  a  laugh  at  this,  "for," 
they  remark,  "  do  not  the  priests  of  that  religion 
continually  tell  us  that  the  life  of  man  is  like 
the  dew  on  the  leaves  in  early  morn  ?  And,  if 
so,  how  can  the  Company  expect  to  be  pros- 
perous ?  If  Buddhist  doctrines  are  true,  very 
few  annual  premiums  can  be  expected  before  the 
relatives  of  the  policy-holder  put  in  their  claim." 

AN  INTERNATIONAL  COLLEGE. 

Sir  Edmund  Hornby,  the  former  Chief  Justice 
of  H.B.M.'s  Supreme  Court  of  China  and 
Japan,  has  sent  to  Lord  Rosebery  his  draft  of 
the  proposed  International  College,  the  esta- 
blishment of  which  he  advocates  for  ihe  pur- 
pose of  settling  international  disputes.  Sir 
Edmund  would,  by  appointing  the  members 
for  ten  years,  by  absolving  them  from  allegi- 
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ance  to  any  State  while  In  office,  by  rendering 
them  eligible  for  re  election,  and  by  assuring 
them  of  retiring  pensions,  place  them  beyond 
what  lie  himself  calls  the  necessity  of  truckling 
to  Governments.  Then,  by  confiding  to  them 
the  elaboration  of  a  new  system  of  international 
jurisprudence,  ho  would,  he  believes,  provide 
an  inducement  to  study  with  the  object  of  per- 
fecting it.  No  member  would  regard  himsell 
as  the  representative  or  mouthpiece  of  any 
Government.  Then  under  no  circumstances 
would  the  judgment  of  the  College  be  regarded 
as  other  than  the  judgment  of  the  general 
tribunal.  Individual  dissent  from  a  judgment 
would  only  be  regarded  as  an  interesting  me- 
morial of  an  individual  opinion.  The  detailed 
reasons  for  any  award  would  not  be  given  until 
its  conditions  had  been  complied  Willi,  and 
every  member  of  the  tribunal  would  be  for- 
bidden entering  into  communication  in  re- 
ference to  a  judgment.  Such  is  an  outline  of 
the  salient  conditions  which  Sir  Edmund  would 
impose. — Exchange. 


THE  "  MATABELES." 

It  appears  that  we  are  all  wrong  in  applying 
the  name  "the  Matabeles  "  to  the  people  with 
whom  certain  Englishmen  are  now  carrying  on 
a  little  war  in  South  Africa.  The  term  is  as 
erroneous  as  it  would  be  to  write  "the  les 
francais."  The  language  of  the  tribe  in  ques- 
tion lias  a  definite  article  the  singular  of  which 
is  ou,  and  the  plural  ma.  Hence  "  ma  Tebele  " 
— for  so  it  should  be  written — means  men  of 
the  tribe  of  Tebele.  In  English  we  ought  to  say 
"  the  Tebele,"  or  "  the  Tebeles." 

* 

*  * 

Whatever  be  their  properappellation,  however, 
the  Tebele  seem  to  be  most  objectionable  folk! 
Here  is  what  the  Volks-Stem  of  Pretoria  says 
about  them: — "The  Matabele  people  have 
proved  a  curse  to  whatever  country  they  settled 
in  or  near.  Their  lust  for  blood  and  slaughter 
is  ever  on  the  increase.  With  no  industrial  arts 
of  their  own,  they  prey  on  the  weaker  and  less 
warlike  tribes  around,  robbing  them  of  the  fruits 
of  their  industries  and  their  flocks  and  herds. 
There  is  hardly  a  month  in  the  year  but  their 
Impi  (expeditions)  are  out,  harrowing  the 
timid  Mashona  and  Zambezi  tribes.  They 
destroy  the  towns,  and  with  savage  glee  assegai 
the  unresisting  people.  All  are  murdered  ex- 
cept girls  and  children,  whom  they  carry  off  as 
slaves.  Sometimes,  when  these  fiends  can  put 
sufficient  restraint  on  their  passions,  a  certain 
number  of  adults  are  spared.  These  are  em- 
ployed to  carry  loot  and  drive  the  captured 
stock.  But  when  they  arrive  within  easy  dis- 
tance of  Matabele-Iand,  and  carriers  and  herds- 
men are  no  longer  required,  they  are  stabbed 
to  death  in  cold  blood," 


THE  QTH  INSTANT. 

Pkrhaps  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
9 tli  of  March  will  be  a  public  holiday,  but  inas- 
much as  the  Official  Gazette  takes  the  trouble 
to  make  the  announcement,  we  follow  suit. 
Apropos  of  this  we  may  mention  that  the  foreign 
employes  of  the  Government  contemplate  pre- 
senting to  Their  Imperial  Majesties  a  handsome 
memento  of  the  auspicious  occasion.  The  mis- 
sionaries also,  or  some  of  them  at  any  rate,  were 
desirious  of  taking  a  similar  step,  but  have 
abandoned  the  intention  for  reasons  with  which 
all  thoughtful  persons  must  sympathize. 
♦ 

The  Japan  Railway  Company  announces  its 
intention  of  reducing  the  fares  on  its  lines  by 
20  per  cent,  on  the  8th,  9th  and  10th  instant. 
We  presume  the  Government  lines  will  be 
equally  enterprising,  for  certainly  on  such  an 
occasion  every  possible  facility  should  be  given 
to  persons  desiring  to  visit  Tokyo. 

THE  TRAFFIC  IN  JAPANESE  WOMEN. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  on  the  8th 
ultimo,  to  import  some  34  Japanese  girls  into 
Singapore  for  immoral  purposes.  In  conse- 
quence of  information  received  by  the  Chinese 
Protectorate,  Mr.  Wray,  accompanied  by  In- 
spector Black,  boarded  the  S.S.  Macduff  on 
her  arrival  from  Japan,  and  the  whole  party, 


together  with  six  Japanese  men,  were  taken 
charge  of,  the  women  to  be  sent  back  to  Japan, 
and  the  men  with  a  view  to  their  being  called 
upon  to  answer  a  charge  of  kidnapping. 

m  * 

* 

This  vessel,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
boarded  by  the  police  as  she  was  leaving  the 
harbour  of  Kuchinotzu,  and  nine  Japanese  wo- 
men and  a  man  were  discovered  stowed  away  in 
the  hold.  They  were  smuggled  on  board  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  either  the  captain  or  the 
owners'  agent,  native  procurers  on  shore  alone 
having  knowledge  of  the  fact  at  the  time. 


AN   ADULT  LOAM. 

Hkkk  is  a  pretty  figment  from  the  Figaro  : — 

I  cannot  understand  how  any  one  could  doubt  the  trans- 
migration of  souls  I  have  had  the  most  unpleasant  ex- 
perience just  now  with  a  soul  which  I  have  known  nearly 
tweniy-thiee  centuries  I  met  myfiiend  Peter  once,  just 
before  the  battle  of  Salamis  ;  and  being  a  little  short,  and 
he  flush  with  money,  I  borrowed  a  drachma  of  him.  I 
next  met  him  a  few  years  after  the  birth  of  Christ,  in  a 
suburb  of  Rome,  but  had  not  much  time  to  speak  to  him 
His  health  was  good  Then  I  encounted  him  in  a  certain 
city  of  Gallia.  He  seemed  strangely  well  informed  of  the 
doings  of  the  Merovingian  kings,  and  predicted  the  con- 
version of  King  Chi  dwig  to  Christianity— an  event  which 
came  about  a  few  days  after.  He  always  managed  to  be 
a  man  about  town.  I  met  him  next  in  the  society  of 
Marat.  He  asked  me  how  my  wife  was,  and  was  very 
polite  to  me  Last  week  I  received  a  l-tter  from  him  in 
which  he  says  ;— "  During  the  Franco-Russian  festivities  I 
have  spent  money  very  freely,  and  I  am  now  a  little  hard 
up.  I  must,  theiefore,  ask  you  to  return  the  drachma 
which  you  borrowed  of  me,  with  the  usual  interest,  amount- 
ing to  33,^4,000,000,000  francs,  and  oblige, 

Yours  sincerely,  Peter.'' 
I  think  it  is  awfully  mean  of  him.    Such  things  should 
not  happen  among  old  friends 


AERIAL  NAVIGATION. 

Two  resolute  men  continue  to  wrestle  with  the 
problem  of  navigating  the  air.  One  of  them  is 
Lilienthal,  the  other,  Maxim.  Lilienthal  wants 
to  fly.  He  has  devised  a  system  of  wings — we 
say  system  advisedly,  because  when  the  man  "is 
hooked  on  to  the  wings,  he  appears  (0  become 
the  centre  of  a  confusion  of  canvas — by  the  aid 
of  which  he  has  succeeded  in  flying  down  in- 
clines sustaining  himself  the  while  at  a  height 
of  some  yards  above  the  ground.  His  experi- 
ments are  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Berlin,  but  as  yet  they  do  not  seem  to  have 
given  earnest  of  very  practical  results.  The 
man's  wings  support  him,  it  is  true,  but  they 
also  expose  him  to  be  taken  up  and  whirled 
away  by  a  gust  of  wind,  an  accident  from  the 
perils  of  which  he  can  escape  only  by  extricat- 
ing himself  rapidly  from  the  wings.  Lilien- 
thal's  flights  begin  by  being  horizontal,  but  the 
line  of  flight  descends  in  an  increasing  ratio  and 
used  often  to  end  in  distressing  tumbles  which, 
however,  are  now  avoided.  Up  to  the  present 
only  eighty  metres  have  been  covered  at  a 
flight,  but  after  all  that  is  not  a  bad  beginning. 
* 

*  * 

Maxim,  meanwhile,  is  elaborating  his  "air- 
ship "  at  Baldwin  Park  in  England.  He  bases 
his  ideas  upon  the  aeroplane,  vulgarly  speak- 
ing, the  kite,  and  his  machine  is  truly  a  wonder- 
ful affair  in  appearance.  Briefly  speaking,  the 
"air-ship"  is  a  species  of  screw-steamer  sup- 
potted  in  its  flight  through  space  by  a  great  ex- 
panse of  parachute-like  top-hamper.  Two 
large  screws  attached  to  the  sides  are  made  to 
revolve  at  a  great  speed  by  electricity,  and  they 
serve,  not  only  to  drive  the  ship  through  the  air, 
but  also  to  support  it.  We  do  not  find  that 
Maxim  has  hitherto  made  any  extensive  flights. 
He  works  his  machine  at  present  on  a  railway 
track.  But  he  possesses  the  prime  element  of 
all  success,  absolute  confidence  in  his  own 
ability  to  succeed.  He  says  that  his  machine 
will  be  used  at  the  outset  for  military  purposes, 
and  that  the  nation  which  first  employs  it  will 
have  all  the  others  at  its  mercy. 


THE   AMERICAN   ALLIANCE  MISSION. 

That  extraordinary  piece  of  thoughtlessness, 
the  American  Alliance  Mission,  which  has  sent 
a  number  of  young  men  and  women  to  China 
to  leach  the  gospel  under  circumstances  that 
amount  almost  to  a  public  scandal,  is  beginning 
to  be  severely  criticized  in  Europe.  Very  em- 
phatic views  were  expressed  on  the  subject  in 
these  columns  last  year.    We  learn  from  writ- 


ings in  home  papers  that  (he  projectors  of  ihe 
Mission  are  a  Swedish  evangelttl  named  Tran- 
«on,  and  an  American  of  New  Yoik,  Mr.  B. 
Simpson,  and  that  their  plan  is  to  evangelize 
the  whole  world  before  1900  A.D.,  by  sending 
out  20,000  missionaries.  Needless  to  say  that 
the  funds  come  from  the  American  partner.  In 
1892  Transon  called  on  Sweden  and  Norway 
for  200  missionaries  to  be  sent  to  China.  They 
were  to  be  unmarried,  and  under  thirty  years  of 
age.  Numerous  responses  were  received,  and 
in  December  of  the  same  year,  49  young  mis- 
sionaries were  sent  to  England  to  receive  a 
three  months'  training  in  the  business  ol  pro- 
pagandism.  Subsequently  the  number  of  the 
missionaries  steadily  increased,  and  there  are 
now  134  members  of  the  Alliance  serving  abroad, 
of  whom  102  have  been  sent  to  China.  It  is 
evidently  believed  by  Messrs.  Transon  and 
Simpson  that  neither  theological  training  nor 
special  education  is  required  in  a  saviour  of 
souls.  A  man  can  not  card  wool  or  spin  cotton 
without  due  practice  and  instruction,  but  any 
youth  or  maiden  can  teach  religious  truth  pro- 
vided only  that  he  or  she  has  an  impulse  in 
that  direction.  If  there  were  question  of  repair- 
ing a  river  bank  or  mending  a  road,  the  Alliance 
Mission's  method  of  numerical  effort  would  be 
all  well  enough.  But  when  the  problem  is  a 
contest  of  creeds  and  the  elucidation  of  pro- 
found ethical  doctrines,  to  entrust  its  solution 
to  uneducated  lads  and  lasses,  is  to  insult  not 
only  the  intelligence  of  the  Chinese  people,  but 
also  Christianity  itself. 


CHOLERA. 

Thr  latest  cure  for  cholera,  a  cure  said  to  have 
succeeded  in  numerous  cases  which  had  been 
given  up  by  old-fashioned  practioners  as  hope- 
less, is  a  subcutaneous  injection  of  a  tincture, 
the  sole  base  of  which  is  the  poison  of  the 
cobra.  Dr.  A.  L.  Sandel,  a  Scotchman,  Munici- 
pal Commissioner  in  Calcutta  and  late  medical 
officer  to  the  Bengal  Local  Government,  is 
responsible  for  this  statement.  He  vouches  for 
its  truth  and  says  that  the  employer  of  the  cure 
was  an  empirical  practicioner  whose  success 
was  phenomenal. 

*  * 

It  may  be  that  the  poison  of  the  cobra  is 
destructive  of  the  cholera  bacillus.  Speaking 
of  this  reminds  us  that  the  element  of  the 
blood  which  is  fatal  to  diseased  germs  has  been 
discovered  and  isolated  by  American  experts. 
Some  years  ago  Dr.  van  der  Heyden,  writing 
in  these  columns,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  most  promising  method  of  treating  or  pre- 
venting cholera  was  to  administer  hydrochloric 
acid,  since  that  is  the  particular  stomachic 
agent  that  destroys  disease  germs.  He  ex- 
plained that  everyone  of  us  at  every  moment 
swallows  immense  numbers  of  such  germs,  but 
that  they  are  killed  in  the  stomach  of  a  healthy 
person.  A  germicidal  element  in  the  blood  is 
another  matter,  however.  Its  existence  was 
established  twenty-two  years  ago,  but  only 
now  has  it  been  isolated.  Drs.  Vaughan  and 
McClinticle  have  obtained  from  the  cerum  of 
blood  a  nuclein  which  kills  the  germs  of  anthrax, 
cholera,  and  other  diseases.  This  discovery  is 
full  of  promise.  The  idea  of  treating  zymotic 
diseases  by  injecting  blood-cerum  has  been 
entertained  but  found  impracticable  :  too  large 
a  quantity  of  the  cerum  had  to  be  injected  in 
order  to  bring  its  germ-killing  property  into 
play.  But  if  the  germicidal  element  has  been 
isolated,  its  successful  employment  in  germ  dis- 
eases ought  soon  to  be  an  accomplished  fact. 
Perhaps  the  poison  of  the  cobra  is  particularly 
rich  in  such  elements. 


THE   RECALCITRANT  JUDGE. 

Judge  Chitani — the  ideographs  with  which  his 
name  is  written  are  not  pronounced  "  Senya"as 
we  previously  supposed — continues  obstinately 
to  refuse  his  appointment  to  the  Riukiu  Court. 
The  document  ordering  him  to  proceed  thither 
has  been  journeying  to  and  fro  between  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  himself,  and  now 
finally  remains  with  the  former  where  the  pro- 
priety of  summoning  the  Judge  before  a  Dis- 
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ciplinary  Court  is  said  to  be  under  discussion. 
Apparently  the  only  charge  on  which  he  could 
be  arraigned  before  such  a  Court  is  neglect  of 
duty,  for  insubordination  does  not  seem  to  be 
included  among  offences  liable  to  be  committed 
by  Judges.  We  do  not  know  enough  of  Judge 
Chitani's  case  to  express  any  opinion  about  it, 
but  we  find  it  difficult  to  see  how  any  official 
can  be  justified  in  refusing  to  obey  the  orders 
of  his  superiors.  The  Hochi  Shimbttn  finds  a 
profound  motive  for  the  affair.  It  calls  it  a 
result  of  the  card-playing  scandal.  Judge 
Chitani  is  said  to  be  a  partisan  of  the  officials 
who  suffered  in  connection  with  that  affair,  and 
he  and  his  friends  have  been  waiting  for  an  op- 
portunity to  retaliate,  which  they  think  has  now 
come.   

A   MATTER  OF  HEALTH. 

Dr.  Sharp,  in  his  Report  on  the  Health  of  Pak- 
hoi,  for  the  eleven  months  ended  31st  March 
1890,  just  published  in  the  Special  Series  of  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs  of  China,  describes 
the  manner  in  which  residents  in  the  East  often 
contract  serious  kidney  trouble  (nephrolithiasis), 
which  they  usually  mistake  for  rheumatism  or 
lumbago.  It  has  to  be  remembered  that  in 
climates  where  profuse  action  of  the  skin  takes 
place  during  eight  months  of  the  year,  the  work 
done  by  the  kidneys  is  correspondingly  reduced. 
Thus  much  premised,  here  is  what  happens:— 
"At  the  change  from  the  hot  to  the  cold  season 
a  person  goes  to  bed  perspiring ;  the  body  is 
only  covered  by  pyjamas  and  usually  a  "  cholera 
belt."  About  4  a.m.  the  temperature  falls,  a 
cold  wind  blows  through  the  room,  and,  being 
asleep,  no  extra  covering  is  drawn  up.  Most 
cholera  belts  protect  the  abdomen,  but  not  the 
loins.  The  jacket  of  the  pyjamas  is,  in  most 
cases,  m?.iz  too  short;  and  if  a  person  be  seen 
whc  iias  been  asleep  for  some  time,  it  will  nearly 
always  be  observed  that  the  waist  is  uncovered, 
unless  the  jacket  is  tucked  inside  the  trousers 
at  the  waist,  which  is  a  hot  way  of  wearing  them. 
This  is  a  common  made  of  getting  what  is 
called  a  chill.  The  loins  being  thus  exposed 
to  a  cold  wind,  the  person  rises  in  the  morning 
feeling  "  out  of  sorts,"  and  in  a  day  or  so  is  in 
bed  sick.  The  kidneys  have  become  congested, 
and,  being  already  hampered  by  the  lack  of 
sufficient  flushing,  resent  the  increased  work 
thrown  upon  them.  In  these  cases,  although 
calculi  may  not  form,  the  urine  very  probably 
precipitates,  it  may  be  in  the  renal  pelvis  or  in 
the  ureters,  causing  pain  from  the  irritation 
of  the  passage  of  the  precipitate." 

WHEAT  CULTIVATION   IN  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Mr.  John  Plummer  of  Sydney  lias  applied 
himself  to  the  task  of  compiling  articles  to 
afford  trustworthy  and  unvarnished  information 
about  New  South  Wales,  its  character  and 
resources.  The  articles  promise  to  be  very  in- 
teresting.   Here  is  the  first  of  them  : — 

Australia  has  been  so  long  popularly  identified  with 
wool  and  gold  production  th^t  its  agricultural  c» pa- 
bilities— especially  so  far  as  wheat  growing  is  con- 
cerned—have been  generally  overlooked.  Yet  there 
can  be  no  question  that  New  South  Wales,  Victoria, 
and  South  Australia  are  destined  to  become  included 
among  the  leading  sources  of  grain  and  flour  supply 
to  the  United  Kingdom.  Already  South  Australian 
flour  has  a  good  name  in  the  British  market,  and  as 
the  area  un.ier  rust-resisting  wheat  in  the  southern 
colonies  becomes  increased,  the  larger  will  be  the 
surplus  produce  available  for  export  to  the  Mother 
Country,  a  fact  of  some  importance  in  the  event  of 
an  European  war.  The  total  yield  of  wheat  in  the 
seven  co  lonies  of  Australasia  during  1891-92  was 
2,353,918,929  bushels,  and  the  average  consumption 
in  each  higher  than  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  the 
United  States,  and  in  several  exceeding  that  in 
Canada.  Yet,  save  in  South  Australia,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  grain  has  been  very  irregular,  especially 
in  New  South  Wales,  where  according  to  the  Go- 
vernment Statistician  of  that  colony,  the  area  of  land 
under  crop  for  some  years  prior  to  1867  remained 
almost  the  same  from  year  to  year,  being  little 
more  than  125,000  acres.  In  1867,  however,  the 
wheat  area  had  increased  to  I75,<>00  acres,  and  dt 
that  acreage  it  remained  practically  unaltered  for 
twelve  years.  Then,  again,  more  land  was  laid  under 
wheat,  and  in  1878.9  the  area  had  increased  to  233,252 
acres.  Since  then  the  area  of  land  under  this  cereal 
has  been  greatly  extended,  the  maximum  being  reach, 
ed  in  1892-3,  with  452,921  acres  and  an  average  yield 
of  15  bushels  per  acre,  the  highest  since  1887.  The 
improvement  effected  in  the  modes  of  cultivation  is 


illustrated  by  the  fact  that  during  the  ten  years,  from 
1803  to  1872,  the  yield  per  acre  appears  to  have  been 
comparatively  a  small  one,  the  mean  being  only  10.9 
bushels.  Then  followed  a  period  of  fair  seasons, 
extending  over  seventeen  years,  when  the  average 
fluctuated  between  a  minimum  of  17.4  in  the  season 
1885  7,  with  a  mean  of  146  bushels  per  acre  for  the 
whole  period,  1871-2  to  1887-8.  In  the  early  days  of 
settlement  the  Hawkesbury  River  valley  and  the 
country  adjacent  to  the  towns  of  Parramatta,  Liver- 
pool, I'enrith,  Camden  and  Maitlar.d  were  the  principal 
centres  of  wheat  cultivation.  Unskilful  farming,  and 
the  consequent  exhaustion  of  the  soil,  with  the  attendant 
evils  of  rust,  smut,  and  other  diseases,  caused  these 
districts  to  be  abandoned  little  by  little  as  wheat  count- 
ry, and  on  the  discovery  of  the  Bathurst  Plains  their 
importance  at  once  ceased.  The  districts  of  Bathurst, 
Goulburn,  Gundagai,  Tumut,  Young,  Monaro,  and 
New  England  were  each  in  turn  occupied  by  agricul 
turists,  and  the  suitability  of  their  soil  and  climate,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  whole  of  the  extensive  plateau  of 
the  gre^t  Dividing  Range,  for  the  growth  of  this 
cereal  became  definitely  established.  Subsequent- 
ly, the  area  of  cultivation  became  extended  in  a 
southwesterly  direction  to  the  immense  plains  of  the 
Riverina,  where  it  is  steadily  increasing.  Only  a 
limited  portion  of  the  area  suitable  for  wheat  cultiva- 
tion is  under  crop,  much  of  the  land  taken  up  by 
selectors  ultimately  becoming  added  to  existing  ex- 
tensive pastoral  properties,  but  there  is  sufficient  un- 
alienated land  belonging  to  the  State  to  enable  the 
amount  of  wheat  production,  by  means  of  skilful  cul- 
tivation, to  become  more  than  doubled  within  the 
next  few  years  should  the  work  of  water  conservation 
and  obtaining  supplies  from  artesian  wells  be  per- 
severed with.  The  subterranean  supplies  of  water  in 
what  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  the  dry  portion  of 
the  colony  are  enormous,  and  the  successful  lapping 
of  these  has  had  the  effect  of  transforming  portions  of 
the  once  almost  arid  desert  into  fertile  gardens,  and 
enabling  the  salt  bush  to  become  replaced  by  fruits 
and  cereals.  New  South  Wales,  like  the  other 
Australian  colonies,  is  in  the  infancy  of  its  productive 
developments,  which  bid  fair  to  make  it  in  reality  the 
Britain  of  the  South. 

THE  PRESENT  TENDENCY  OF  JAPANESE 
LITERATURE. 

As  in  all  other  departments  of  Japanese  activity, 
the  national  literature  has  recently  undergone  a 
remarkable  change,  and  one  that,  from  a  foreign 
standpoint,  can  only  meet  with  approval.  For 
the  last  few  years  the  greatest  interest  has  been 
taken  in  Ancient  Japanese  literature,  simultane- 
ously with  a  revival  of  the  study  of  the  Chinese 
classics.  A  well-known  writer  attributes  this  to 
the  "  general  tone  of  lifelessness  and  dullness 
noticeable  in  the  learned  world."  But  at  all 
events,  this  very  fondness  for  archaic  lore  re 
suited  in  the  publication  of  a  host  of  magazines 
devoted  to  the  subjects  in  vogue,  with  the  gratify- 
ing result  that  a  number  of  colloquial  and  time- 
honoured  grammatical  errors  have  been  com- 
pletely eradicated  from  modern  Japanese;  words 
incorrectly  used  have  further  been  relegated  to 
their  proper  sphere,  and  the  whole  style  of 
composition  has  enormously  improved.  Having 
done  this  much  towards  the  refining  of  modem 
diction  and  essay-writing,  the  ancient  literature 
of  Japan  as  well  as  the  Chinese  classics  have  of 
late  been  less  highly  rated.  During  the  course 
of  1893  several  new  elements  made  their  ap- 
pearance. Philosophy  was — and  still  is — the 
chief  study  of  the  hour.  Hence  the  great  pros- 
perity of  the  Tetsugaku  Kwai,  or  Philosophical 
Association,  in  Hongo,  Tokyo.  Hence,  too, 
the  critiques  of  19th  Century  Philosophers  that 
fill  the  pages  of  the  learned  magazines  and  the 
admiration  for  the  specious  theories  of  Arthur 
Schopenhauer,  who  is  unquestionably  the  mo- 
mentary favourite  wit^i  Japanese  thinkers, — as 
might  indeed  be  expected,  for  Schopenhauer 
is  the  most  imaginative  and  didactic  of  the 
German  school  of  philosophers.  The  art 
of  criticism  has  found  numerous  admirers, 
and  logical  and  rhetorical  styles  are  discussed 
with  all  the  vigour  of  the  Leyden  school  in 
Spinoza's  days.  History  and  biography  have 
made  great  advances,  and  the  whole  system 
hitherto  observed  in  these  branches  is  being 
remodelled  and  renovated.  Quite  apparent  is 
the  prevalence  of  the  Occidental  style  of  thought 
and  argument,  especially  in  religious  matters. 
One  can  with  justice  say  that  the  Japanese,  as  a 
people,  never  wrote  or  spoke  better  than  at  pre- 
sent. This  same  revolutionizing  literary  tend- 
ency has  made  itself  strikingly  apparent  even  in 
light  literature.  The  novels  published  within 
the  last  twelve  months  are  very  different,  as  a 
rule,  from  their  trashy,  often  pernicious,  pre- 


decessors. A  graver,  deeper  note  has  been 
struck,  and  the  discordant  jar  of  supeificial 
penny-a-liners  no  longer  meets  with  popular 
approval.  This  is  particularly  owing  to  the 
publication  of  some  of  the  best  English  novels  in 
Japanese  form,  as  well  as  to  the  excellent  trans- 
lation of  some  of  the  masterpieces  of  English 
and  American  poetry:  such  as  Gray's  immortal 
"Elegy"  and  Bryant's  beautiful  "Ode  to  a 
Waterfowl."  Even  the  humourous  style  is  less 
broad  than  of  yore,  less  inclined  to  double- 
entendres,  and  the  same  people  who  once  en- 
joyed the  coarse,  if  very  funny,  jokes  of  Ikkiu's 
Hizakurige,  now  find  a  keener  enjoyment  in 
a  very  excellent  rendering  of  the  adventures 
of  Don  Quixote,  the  Knight  of  the  Woeful 
Figure.  The  only  literary  department  which 
has  hitherto  not  been  affected  by  the  change 
is  dramaturgy.  Since  the  death  of  Mokuami, 
the  greatest  of  recent  Japanese  dramatists, 
very  little  progress  has  been  made,  old  plays 
are  being  revived,  in  default  of  better  material, 
and  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  Engeki 
Kaiyro  Kwai  should  not  have  fulfilled  the 
high  promise  of  its  birth.  Mr.  Fukuchi  Gen- 
ichiro  is  the  only  one  in  this  field  who  works 
with  an  unvarying  view  to  the  improvement  of 
the  Japanese  drama. 

RESPONSIBILITY  OF  ACCOUNTANTS  IN  JAPAN. 

The  Board  of  Audit  has  just  rendered  a  deci- 
sion which  seriously  affects  the  position  of  ac- 
countants in  Japan.  Mr.  Shikakura,  a  clerk 
and  accountant  in  the  Mayebashi  Local  Court, 
left  the  financial  duties  of  his  office  to  be  dis- 
charged by  a  colleague,  in  order  that  he  him- 
self might  be  able  to  devote  closer  attention  to 
superintending  the  construction  of  the  Court- 
house. During  the  interval  an  employe  in  the 
finance  section  of  the  Court  obtained  posses- 
sion of  the  Accountant's  seal,  and  fraudulently 
used  it  to  pass  cheques  aggregating  850  yen, 
which,  being  perfect  in  all  respects,  were 
honored  by  the  bank  at  which  the  Court's  funds 
were  deposited.  The  affair  having  been  dis- 
covered, Mr.  Shikakura  sued  the  employe  and 
obtained  judgment  against  him,  but  was  unable 
to  recover  anything  substantial,  the  thief  being  a 
man  of  straw.  The  Minister  of  Justice  there- 
upon ordered  the  accountant  to  make  good  the 
loss,  but  the  latter  refused  on  the  pleas  that  in 
his  capacity  of  accountant  he  was  not  obliged  to 
furnish  security;  that  the  bank  had  showed 
culpable  negligence  in  cashing  the  cheques  ; 
and  that  the  thief  having  been  duly  tried  and 
condemned,  no  grounds  existed  for  proceeding 
civilly  against  the  accountant.  The  Board  of 
Audit  has  just  decided  against  the  validity  of  all 
these  contentions,  and  has  ordered  the  Ac- 
countant to  make  good  the  sum  of  823  yen. 

THE  COLUMBIAN  EXHIBITION. 

It  is  now  possible  to  compare  the  Columbian 
Exhibition  with  previous  enterprises  of  the  same 
kind.  The  total  number  of  paid  admissions 
for  the  Columbian  Exposition  was  21,530.854  ; 
the  total  disbursements  were  $31,117,353  ;  the 
total  receipts,  $33,290,065  ;  the  average  receipts 
per  day  during  the  Exposition  period  were 
$89,501,  and  the  average  expenses,  $18,380. 
With  the  aid  of  these  figures  and  the  following 
table  the  required  comparison  may  be  made  : — 

Acres  Number  Number  Estimated  Total. 
Exhibition.     Covered,    of          of  Cost.  Receipts 

Exhibitors.  Visitors. 

London,  1851    it.    17.000    6,039,19s  $1,460,000  $2,«i3o,ooo 

Paris,  1855   »4.5  »3.9S4     5.i5',33<>    1,700,000  1,280,000 

London,  1862    —     28,653     6,225,000    2,3oo,<:oo  9,942,410 

Paris,  1867   37     50,2x6   10,200,000    4,000,000  2,103,675 

Vienna,  1873    40     42,000     4,100,000    7,690,000  1,030,000 

Philadelphia,  1876.    60     30,833    9,910,916  8,500,000  3,800,000 

Paris,  1878    60     32,000   16,032,725        —  3,531,650 

Paris,i889   1,373  60,000  32,354,111  11,000,000  8,380,000 


A  YOUTHFUL  INCENDIARY. 

Iigura,  in  Shiba  District,  close  by  the  English 
Chapel,  had  a  very  narrow  escape  from  fire  the 
other  day.  It  appears  that  smoke  was  seen 
emerging  from  the  godown  of  a  charcoal  and 
fuel  vendor  in  the  Third  Ward,  shortly  before 
sunset.  Prompt  investigation  showed  that  several 
bales  of  charcoal  were  smouldering  and  the 
whole  store-house  was  upon  the  point  of  breaking 
into -a  blaze.  Before,  however,  the  assistance 
of  a  fire-company  in  the  neighbourhood  was 
obtained,  the  energetic  action  of  the  residents 
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in  lite  vicinity  succeeded  averting  llie  danger,  i» 
— ami  well  that  it  was  so,  tot  Iigura  is  a  thickly 

populated  quarter.  The  matter  was  reported 
to  the  police,  but  they  refused  to  credit  the 
idea  of  spontaneous  combustion  and  had  a 
thorough  search  instituted.  They  found  that 
several  bales  of  charcoal  had  been  drenched 
with  kerosene  oil  and  that  elaborate  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  to  burn  the  whole  godown 
and  its  contents.  A  strict  examination  of  the 
neighbouring  houses  elicited  the  fact  that  an 
apprentice  in  an  adjoining  oil-store  was  sus- 
pected. The  lad  was  arrested  and  confessed 
that  he  had  tried  to  burn  out  the  charcoal-vendor 
for  some  insult  that  he  had  received  from  the 
latler's  wife.  She  had  scolded  him  for  spilling 
some  water  on  her  while  using  a  well  that  stood 
in  the  courtyard,  and  the  young  ruffian  had 
tried  to  "  make  things  warm  "  for  her,  in  every 
sense.  He  will  have  ample  time  in  future  to 
reflect  on  the  folly  of  playing  with  fire. 

HEAVY  SUBSTANCESi 

Make  a  decimal  point  and  on  the  right  of  it 
put  twenty-two  ciphers  preceding  the  figure 
four.  Then  this  infinitesimal  fraction  of  a 
gramme  shows  the  weight  of  a  molecule  of 
hydrogen.  This  weight  multiplied  by  fifty-five 
gives  .000,000,000,000.000,000,002,2  which  is 
the  weight  of  a  molecule  of  iron.  This  is  all 
very  fine  arithmetically,  but  at  the  same  time 
it  shows  the  comparative  coarseness  of  our 
senses.  We  can  describe  the  weight  of  a  mole- 
cule in  intelligible  mathematical  language,  but 
when  we  come  to  apply  any  practical  test  of  the 
presence  of  these  tiny  bodies  we  find  that  a  mass 
of  i£  quadrillions  of  molcules  is  the  smallest 
body  we  can  detect  by  the  senses. 


THE   AGE   OF  THE  EARTH. 

One  of  the  interesting  problems  of  modern 
times  lias  been  to  determine  the  age  of  the 
earth.  The  very  few  thousand  years  assigned 
to  it  by  people  who  took  all  their  information 
on  such  subjects  from  the  Bible  and  who  inter 
preted  the  Bible  within  rigid  limits,  have  long 
been  recognised  as  absurd.  But  bow  to  deter- 
mine the  age  of  the  planet  ?  One  method  is  to 
calculate  the  rate  of  the  earth's  loss  of  heat  by 
radiation,  and  thence  estimate  the  time  required 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  globe.  Sir  William 
Thomson  has  applied  this  method  but  his  re- 
sult is  a  little  vague  :  it  ranges  between  twenty 
million  and  four  hundred  million  years.  An- 
other plan  is  to  compute  the  influence  of  tidal 
friction  in  retarding  the  earth's  rotation.  This 
takes  us  back  to  the  lime  when  the  moon  was 
thrown  off  from  the  revolving  molten  earth.  The 
date  thus  obtained  is  fifty-seven  million  years 
ago.  Geologists  have  another  device.  They  base 
their  calculation  on  the  present  rate  of  denuda- 
tion of  river  beds,  the  erosion  of  land  surfaces, 
and  the  thickness  of  the  sedimentary  rocks. 
But  the  figures  thus  reached  are  also  provoking- 
ly  vague :  twenty-eight  millions  to  several 
hundred  millions  of  years.  It  is  evident  that 
data  for  a  definite  computation  are  not  avail- 
able. We  must  wait.  But  the  lowest  estimate 
shows  that  we  need  not  be  in  a  hurry. 

STUDENTS'  HORSE-PLAY  IN  TOKYO. 

On  Monday  evening,  at  about  7  p.m.,  as  Mr. 
Cbiossone  and  Mr.  Braccialini  were  walking 
from  the  Italian  Legation  in  Tokyo  to  the  re- 
sidence of  the  former  gentleman  in  Hirakawa- 
cho,  they  became  objects  of  close  attention 
to  a  party  of  some  ten  or  twelve  students, 
who  appeared  to  think  that  a  couple  of 
foreigners  were  fair  game  for  a  display  of 
rude  annoyance.  The  youths  addressed  various 
opprobrious  remarks  to  the  two  gentlemen, 
and  varied  the  pastime  by  making  concerted 
rushes  from  behind  as  through  for  the 
purpose  of  attack,  but  in  reality  merely  to  in- 
timidate. Messrs,  Chiossoue  and  Braccialini 
preserved  their  sang-froid  admirably.  They 
saw  that  to  notice  the  conduct  of  the  lads  or  to 
resent  it  would  probably  precipitate  a  distur- 
bance, and  they  accordingly  proceeded  on  their 
way  as  calmly  as  the  circumstances  permitted. 
Arrived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Mr. 
Chiossone's  compound,  the  lads,  by  way  of 


parting  compliment,  began  to  brandish  then 
sticks,  whereupon  Mr.  Braccialini  drew  a  sword 
that  he  carried  in  a  cane.  At  sight  of  the  blade 
the  youths  fell  back,  and  in  the  meantime 
Mr.  Chiossoue,  having  summoned  a  policeman 
who  is  always  on  watch  in  the  compound  of 
his  house,  six  arrests  were  made.  The  affair 
is  of  little  importance  so  far  as  concerns  any 
actual  violence,  but  had  the  two  gentlemen 
given  practical  effect  to  the  objection  that  every 
peaceful  wayfarer  must  feel  to  such  wanton 
molestation,  there  might  be  a  different  story  to 
tell.  We  do  not  wish  to  put  an  exaggerated 
construction  on  conduct  which  may  not  have 
been  prompted  by  any  motive  more  serious  than 
mere  love  of  mischief,  but  it  is  evidently  most  un- 
desirable on  Japan's  account  that  incidents  of  the 
kind  should  occur,  since  they  will  certainly  be 
magnified  to  her  great  discredit.  Besides,  il  is 
intolerable  that  two  peaceable  gentlemen,  one 
an  ex-employe  and  the  other  an  actual  employe" 
of  the  J  apanese  Government,  can  not  pass  from 
place  to  place  in  Tokyo  without  encountering 
rude  obstruction.  We  entertain  no  doubt  that 
whatever  course  is  salutary  and  sensible  will  be 
adopted  by  the  Authorities  to  check  such  dis- 
creditable displays. 

A  SEISMIC   PH  OTOCH  R0N0GRAPH . 

Here  is  an  item  for  our  Seismologists  : — 

In  V Eletrecista,  for  November,  Dr.  A.  Caucani  des- 
cribes an  instmment  for  recording  photographically  the 
precise  time  at  which  an  eai  thquaue-shock  is  felt  at  t>  e 
observing-station.  This  is  done  by  obtaining  a  photograph 
of  the  face  of  a  chronometer  at  the  instant  of  the  shock. 
In  the  apparatus  in  question,  the  chronometer  is  illumi- 
nated foi  an  instant  by  an  i. .candescent  lamp,  thrown  into 
circuit  by  any  one  of  the  seismic  instruments  in  the  obser- 
vatory. The  mechanism,  which  is  rather  complicated, 
consists  essentially  of  a  horizontal  lever,  carrying  a  pan 
with  nine  potassium-bichromate  cups  on  one  arm  while  the 
other  is  provided  with  weights  and  is  kept  in  position  by 
the  raised  arm  of  an  electro-magnet.  When  the  circuit  of 
the  latter  is  completed  by  one  of  the  seismoscopes  the 
armature  is  attracted,  the  bichromate  pots  are  raised,  and 
the  zinc  carbon  couples  fixed  above  them  are  immersed  in 
the  liquid,  thus  supplying  the  current  for  the  lamp.  After 
about  a  quarter  of  a  second,  the  lamp-circuit  is  bioUen  by 
one  ot  the  weights  sliding  off  the  lever,  and  the  whole 
apparatus  is  automatically  adjusted  for  the  next  shock. 
It  has  been  in  use  in  the  Rocca  di  ir'apa  Observatory,  and 
has  worked  well. 

TRIAL  BY  JURY. 

One  of  the  alleged  defects  in  the  criminal  pro- 
cedure of  Japan,  which  frequently  serves  as  a 
subject  of  unfavourable  comment  on  the  part 
of  certain  foreign  journals  published  in  Yoko- 
hama, is  that  no  provision  is  made  for  the  trial 
of  offenders  by  jury.  A  striking  illustration  of 
the  ill-results  that  may  occasionally  attend  this 
form  of  trial  is  afforded  by  the  verdict  recently 
delivered  by  a  French  jury  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Aigues  Mortes  affair.  Aigues  Mortes  is  a 
small  town  in  the  South-East  of  France,  noted 
for  its  extensive  salt  works.  Italian  labourers, 
who  worked  at  much  lower  rales  of  wages  than 
were  usually  paid  to  and  expected  by  the 
French,  were  introduced  into  these  works,  with 
the  inevitable  result  so  often  seen  under  similar 
circumstances  in  England,  America,  and  Aus- 
tralia: exceeding  ill-feeling  was  created  between 
the  new  corners  and  the  natives.  In  the  middle 
of  August  last,  this  ill-feeling  culminated  in  a 
savage  conflict.  The  original  assailants  were 
the  Italians,  by  whom  two  Frenchmen  were 
killed,  but  the  French  workmen  then  rose  en 
masse  and  attacked  the  Italians  with  the  utmost 
vindictiveness  and  fury.  The  latter  were  greatly 
outnumbered,  but  barricading  themselves  in 
their  houses  they  fought  in  their  defence  with 
no  less  fury  than  was  shown  by  their  assailants. 
The  local  police  and  gendarmerie  were  wholly 
powerless  and  unsuccessful  in  their  efforts  to 
separate  the  combatants,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  military  arrived,  and  more  than  fifty  persons 
had  been  killed  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
wounded  on  both  sides,  that  the  riot  was  at  last 
quelled.  The  Italian  workmen  were  then  all 
dismissed  and  cleared  out  of  the  works,  and 
a  proclamation  was  subsequently  issued  by  the 
Mayor  congratulating  his  fellow  townsmen  upon 
this  result.  In  Italy  the  matter  provoked  on 
the  part  of  the  people  a  series  of  outbursts  of 
national  hatred  against  France.  The  French 
Embassy  in  Rome  was  attacked  by  a  mob,  the 
tramcars  belonging  to  a  French  company  were 
burnt,  numerous  assaults  were  made  upon  in- 


dividual Frenchmen  in  several  cities,  and,  as  at 
Aigues  Mortes,  tranquillity  was  oidy  restored  by 
the  aid  of  the  military.  Angry  feeling  foi  Innately 
did  not  extend  to  the  Government  of  either 
country,  and  official  explanations  made  on  both 
sides  weie  speedily  accepted.  By  the  French 
Government  especially,  on  the  side  of  whose 
people  the  greater  wrong  lay,  every  possible 
amends  were  promptly  made.  The  Mayor, 
who  had  issued  the  extraordinary  proclamation, 
was  at  once  dismissed  from  office,  compensa- 
tion was  given  to  the  families  of  the  Italian 
workmen  who  had  been  killed,  and  the  guiltiest 
of  the  rioters  were  brought  to  public  trial,  the 
French  authorities  in  fact  fulfilling  their  duly  in 
all  respects  in  the  most  exemplary  manner. 
But  France  possesses  what  Japan  does  not,  the 
inestimable  boon  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the  per- 
verse verdict  of  a  jury  has  in  this  instance 
nullified  to  a  large  extent  the  good  effect  of 
the  action  of  the  Government  and  its  represen- 
tatives. The  guilt  of  the  accused  was  pioved 
in  the  clearest  manner,  it  was  in  fact  admitted 
by  themselves,  and  yet,  in  the  face  both  of  evi- 
dence and  admissions,  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  was 
returned  by  the  jury  in  all  cases. 

* 

*  * 

The  Spectator  terms  this  verdict  a  defiance 
of  justice  only  to  be  explained  in  one  of  three 
ways — that  southern  Frenchmen  look  upon 
Italians  as  dangerous  enemies  not  entitled  to 
ordinary  justice,  that  the  jury  may  have  taken 
sides  in  a  trade  quarrel,  and  regarding  all  Italian 
workmen  as  "  blacklegs  "  may  have  intended  to 
express  by  their  verdict  that  blacklegs  deserve 
in  all  cases  all  that  they  get,  even  if  it  is  death  ; 
or  lastly,  that  the  jury  may  have  been  terrorized. 
Whatever  the  explanation,  the  verdict  will  do 
much  to  increase  the  distrust  of  juries  which, 
the  Spectator  alleges,  is  everywhere  spreading 
throughout  Western  Europe  outside  of  Great 
Britain.  "  Juries  are  felt  to  be  untrustworthy  as 
against  desperate  parties  with  which  they  partly 
sympathize."  The  Vaillant  jury  has,  we  know, 
unlike  that  in  the  previous  Ravachol  case,  done 
its  duty  in  Paris,  but  the  authorities  had,  prior 
to  the  trial,  not  been  at  all  confident  that,  in  the 
face  of  the  clearest  evidence,  another  failure 
of  justice  would  not  occur.  In  Ireland,  in 
trials  of  agrarian  offences,  verdicts  have  over  and 
over  again  been  obtained  only  by  wholesale 
systematic  packing  of  juries,  carried  on  so 
openly  and  unblushingly  as  to  bring  the  entire 
system  into  the  most  absolute  contempt ;  and 
recently  in  Spain,  fear  as  to  the  possible  verdict 
of  a  jury  caused  the  attack  on  Marshal  Campos 
to  be  dealt  with,  not  as  a  civil  offence,  but  as 
one  against  the  army.  A  few  more  instances  of 
verdicts  like  those  in  the  Ravachol  and  Aigues 
Mortes  cases,  and  a  serious  blow  will  be  struck 
at  the  jury  system.  "This  system  develops," 
the  Spectator  continues,  "  confidence  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  if  that  confidence 
is  to  pass  away,  the  loss  will  be  terribly  great." 
But,  "the  jury  is  nothing  but  a  democratic 
vote  interposed  between  the  law  and  its  trained 
exponents  and  the  prisoner.  It  is  hopelessly 
illogical  as  a  system,  twelve  stupid  men  taken 
at  random,  with  no  guarantee  either  for  their 
characters  or  other  position,  constantly  over- 
ride an  able  Judge." 

THE  SUISAN  KA1SHA. 

THji  Imperial  Marine  Products  Company  ap- 
pears to  be  at  last  awakening  to  the  realities  of 
the  situation.  During  the  past  few  years  it  has 
heen  the  fashion  with  the  Japanese  to  complain 
bitterly  of  the  depredations  of  so-called  "  foreign 
poachers  "  in  the  northern  seas,  and  to  charge 
their  Government  with  gross  neglect  because  it 
did  not  seem  to  take  effective  steps  for  check- 
ing the  trespassers.  But  to  outsiders  it  has  ap- 
peared unaccountable  that  if  foreigners  could 
find  it  profitable  to  come  from  distant  lands  to 
hunt  seals  and  otters  in  Japanese  waters,  the 
Japanese  themselves,  while  complaining  that 
their  property  was  unlawfully  appropriated 
by  others,  were  not  able  to  turn  it  to  any  good 
account,  but  remained  content,  year  after  year, 
with  operations  of  the  most  trivial  character. 
A  few  hundred  yen  annually  represented  the 
earnings  of  the  Imperial  Marine  Products  Com- 
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pany,  whereas  foreigners  were  supposed  to  be 
coming  from  places  thousands  of  miles  away, 
and  carrying  off  skins  to  the  value  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars.  It  is  now  staled  that 
the  Marine  Products  Company  is  resolved  to 
put  an  end  to  such  an  anomalous  stale  of  affairs. 
It  is  about  to  engage  American  hunters  for  its 
sealing  vessels,  and  to  employ  all  the  latest  ap- 
pliances devised  by  Western  experts.  If  the 
Company  succeeds  in  obtaining  results  at  all 
commensurate  with  those  attributed  to  foreign 
sealers  in  Japanese  waters,  there  will  be  reason 
to  call  upon  the  Government  for  fuller  protection 
against  poachers,  though,  for  our  own  part, 
we  believe  that  there  has  been  no  lack  of  such 
protection  in  the  past. 


the  famous  Letters.  Macaulay  spoke  of  five 
marks  found  in  Francis  which  were  all  present 
in  Junius  also,  and  of  which  probably  not  more 
than  two  could  be  found  in  any  other  person 
whatever.  But  it  has  always  surprised  us  that 
one  thing  escaped  Macaulay,  namely,  the  simi- 
larity between  the  character  of  Francis  and  the 
tone  of  the  Letters.  Civilization  has  advanced 
at  least  sufficiently  to  make  the  publication  of 
such  letters  an  impossibility  now-a-days.  They 
abound  with  virulence,  venom,  malice,  and  per- 
sonalities such  as  would  damn  any  writer  to-day. 
Nothing  saves  them  except  the  wonderful 
nervousness  of  their  language,  their  graces  of 
classic  diction  and  the  intense  directness  of 
their  style.  Francis,  as  history  reveals  him  to 
us,  was  precisely  the  man  to  write  such  letters. 


KUDAN-ZAK.A. 

Broad  and  gentle  as  is  the  slope  of  Kudan-zaka. 

 tl,e  hill  which  connects  the  Kojimachi  District 

With  that  of  Kanda  and  which  leads  to  the  Sho- 
konsha  and  Arsenal— it  is  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  places  in  the  capital  and  notorious 
for  the  number  of  fatal  accidents  that  take  place 
on  the  hill-side..   A  statistician  has  declared 
that  during  the  daylight  hours  there  are  never 
less  than  eighty  foot-passengers  on  the  slope, 
not  to  speak  of  jinrikisha,  carts,  carriages  and 
equestrians.    As  a  m\e,jinrikisha-men  go  down 
at  a  walk  or  slow  trot;  but  when  the  weight 
is  heavy,  the  trot  too  frequently  becomes  a 
furious  race,  which  is  almost  certain  to  result 
in  an  accident.     No  less  than  eight  deaths 
occurred  during  the  course  of  last  year  on  this 
spot,  while  three  times  that  number  of  people 
received  more  or  less  severe  injuries,  nearly  all 
of  which  resulted  from  collisions.     On  the 
morning  of  the  19th  inst.,  zkurumaya,  emerging 
from  the  street  which  runs  at  right  angles  with 
the  base  of  the  slope,  was  instantly  killed  by 
another  vehicle  descending  at  a  terrific  pace, 
the  puller  of  the  latter  having  lost  all  control  of 
his  jinrikisha.    A  few  days  before  this,  a  restive 
horse  became  unmanageable  on  the  slope  and 
severely  wounded  two  people.     Towards  the 
end  of  last  year,  a  cart  heavily  laden  with  large 
cobble-stones  gave  way  while  being  dragged  up 
the  hill,  and  the  stones  rolled  down,  killing 
two  people  and  wounding  others.  Apparently 
more  efficient  steps  are  needed  to  prevent  such 
lamentable  accidents.    There  is  a  police-station 
just    beyond   the    brow  of  the  slope,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  race  course,  but  very  little  is 
done  to  ensure  the  safety  of  pedestrians.    If  not 
absolute,  at  all  events  comparative,  safety  could 
be  secured  if  police-constables  were  stationed  at 
the  top  with  injunctions  to  see  that  vehicles  as 
well  as  foot-passengers  kept  to  the  proper  side; 
and  further  that  all  descending  vehicles  should 
proceed  slowly  and  with  the  utmost  caution. 
Nor  would  it  be  amiss  if  another  constable  at 
the  foot  of  the  slope  were  to  keep  jinrikisha  and 
the  like,  on  emerging  from  the  side-streets,  at  a 
foot-pace.    Doubtless  the  police  have  given  the 
matter  much  thought  but  the  mishaps  are  too 
numerous. 


served  the  actions  of  men,  penetrating  even  to 
the  depths  of  the  heart,  seeing  everything,  even 
the  invisible,  and  aiding  in  the  recompense  of 
the  good  and  the  punishment  of  the  wicked. 
It  was  not  fear  that  gave  rise  to  the  conception 
of  the  divinity  among  these  ancient  people,  for 
they  represented  God  to  themselves  with  all  the 
traits  of  a  good  and  compassionate  father,  and 
in  their  eyes  the  Emperor,  who  represented  the 
divinity,  should  be  to  them  the  "Fa  Mu"  or 
the  "father-mother"  of  his  people.  It  was 
gratitude  which  inspired  their  early  concep- 
tions of  God,  and  their  offerings  and  sacrifices 
were  those  of  gratitude  rather  than  those  of 
propitiation. 


PARADISE. 

M.  Edouard  Blanc  says  that  the  Garden  of 
Eden  was  in  the  Pamirs.  In  the  Pamirs  one 
cannot  breathe  with  comfort  and  the  whole 
ground  is  covered  with  snow  for  at  least  nine 
months  of  the  year.  Under  these  circumstances 
we  can  appreciate  the  anxiety  of  our  ancestor  and 
ancestress  to  find  fig-leaves.  But  perhaps  the 
Pamirs  were  very  different  in  the  days  of  the  Four 
RiversandtheTreeof  Knowledge.  However,  M. 
Blanc's  theory  imparts  such  interest  to  the  ques- 
tion now  pending  between  China,  Russia,  and 
England,  that  every  one  will  be  curious  to  learn 
the  bases  of  his  views.  Here  is  an  epitome  of 
them  : — 

Even  in  the  present  day,  those  domestic  animals 
with  which  we  are  familiar,  and  which,  in  ancient 
times,  probably  accompanied  man  in  his  conquests, 
are  found  in  these  regions  in  their  primitive  and  savage 
state.    There  are  seen  in  abundance  on  the  Pimir 
plateau  a  great  variety  of  wild  mountain-sheep,  goats, 
horses,  and  camels,  from  whose  ancestors  the  domestic 
animal's  now  used  among  civilized  people  are  probably 
descended.    Quoting  from  the  original  text  of  Genesis, 
Mr.  Blanc  notices  the  curious  identity  of  the  river 
Gilion  with  that  of  the  Djihoun — a  name  that  the 
great  River  Oxus  bears  even  now  among  all  peoples 
speaking  the  Arabic  language.     Two  localities  in  the 
Pamirs  answer  more  or  less  to  the  description  given 
in  the  Book  of  Genesis,  and  by  referring  to  loc*l 
etymology  the  "  Valley  of  Alai,"  in  the  Kirghiz  lan 
guage,  signifies  "  The  Valley  of  Eden."    Placing  the 
original  Paradise  in  this  valley,  the  four  great  rivers 
would  be:  the  Tarim,  which  flows  to  the  East,  re- 
presented by  one  of  its  sources,  the  Kizil-Sou,  or  the 
MarUhan-Sou  ;  the  Sourk-Ab.  which  flows  to  the  West, 
and  which,  by  its  junction  with  the  Pendj,  forms  the 
Djihoun,  or  Oxus;  the  Jaxarte,  which  flows  to  the 
North;  and,  lastly,  the  ancient  outlet  of  the  great 
Lake  Karakoul.    By  another  hypothesis,  the  Garden 
of  Eden  would  be  more  to  the  South,  and  in  the  Valley 
of  Ouakhan,  called  also  the  Little  Pamir,  the  place 
which  forms  the  subject  of  the  frontier  disputes  be- 
tween  England  and  Russia,    In  this  case,  the  four 
rivers  mentioned  would  be  the  Indus,  or  one  of  its  two 
affluents,  the   Houza  or  the  Yarkoun  ;  the  Tarim, 
which  would  be  the  river  Pisan  ;  and  the  AkSau, 
flowing  towards  the  North  ;  and  the  Pendj,  flowing 
towards  the  West.    It  is  in  the  basin  of  the  Tarim 
that  are  found  not  only  mines  of  gold,  but,  as  we  read 
in  Genesis,  "there  is  bdellium  and  the  onyx  stone." 
These  regions  were  entirely  unknown  to  Europeans  a 
few  years  ago,  and  everything  agrees,  "  apart  from 
the  delights  of  the  place,  even  its  mines  of  gold,"  with 
the  accounts  in  Scripture  of  the  Garden  of  Eden 


DIFFERENT  CIVILIZATIONS. 

Modern  philosophers  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  great  difference  between  Occi- 
dental and  Oriental  civilization  may  be  stated 
in  the  briefest  of  phrases.  The  Oriental  lacks 
individuality  as  much  as  the  Occidental  abounds 
in  it.  There  are  folks  whose  metaphysical 
insight  is  so  defective  that  they  mightapply  to  this 
difference  the  terms  "  altruism  "  and  "  egoism." 
But  the  case  can  be  stated  in  a  manner  much 
more  agreeable  to  Western  self-respect:  we 
may  say  that  the  Oriental  mind  has  not  attained 
to  clear  self-consciousness.  A  new  philosopher 
puts  it  thus  : — "  If  we  take  through  the  earth's 
north  temperate  zone,  a  belt  of  country  whose 
northern  and  southern  edges  are  determined 
by  certain  limited  isotherms,  not  more  than  half 
the  width  of  the  zone  apart,  we  shall  find  that 
we  have  included  in  a  relatively  small  extent  of 
surface  almost  all  the  nations  of  note  in  the 
world,  past  or  present.  Now  if  we  examine 
this  belt  and  compare  the  different  parts  of  it 
with  one  another  we  shall  be  struck  by  a  re- 
markable fact.  The  peoples  inhabiting  it  grow 
steadily  more  personal  as  we  go  west." 


THE   LETTERS  OF  JUNIUS. 

Macaulay,  according  to  Lord  Brougham,  was 
more  cock-sure  of  everytlung  than  the  great 
jurist  was  of  anything,  and  one  result  of  his 
cock-sureness  was  that  he  arrived  in  his  history 
at  all  sorts  of  conclusions  based,  not  upon 
facts,  but  upon  his  own  way  of  regarding  facts. 
Guilini,  the  immortal  tenor,  used  to  be  the 
terror  of  conductors,  for  the  charm  of  his 
own  notes  entranced  him  so  much  that  he 
often  dwelled  upon  them  in  complete  forget- 
fulness  of  time.  Similarly,  Macaulay  was 
wont  to  be  so  completely  carried  away  by  his 
own  style  that  he  set  the  value  of  an  epigram 
far  above  that  of  the  truth.  In  one  thing,  how- 
ever, his  instinct  was  unerring.  After  examin 
ing  the  evidence  that  Sir  Philip  Francis  and 
Junius  were  one  and  the  same  person,  he  de- 
clared his  conviction  that  the  proofs  were 
sufficient  to  obtain  a  verdict  even  in  a  criminal 
case.  Macaulay  is  now  shown  to  have  been 
right.  The  manuscripts  of  Sir  Philip  Francis 
came  into  the  market  some  months  ago,  and 
among  them  were  discovered  documents  that 
dispel  all  doubt  as  to  Francis'  authorship  of 


AN  ANCIENT  FAITH. 

We  think  of  China,  from  a  religious  point  of 
view,  solely  as  a  Buddhist  country.  But  what 
was  the  faith  of  the  Chinese  before  the  intro- 
duction of  Buddhism  ?  What  was  the  creed  of 
the  people  who  established  themselves  on  the 
banks  of  the  Houang  Ho  in  the  twenty-third 
century  before  Christ,  coming  thither  from 
Central  Asia  and  possessing  already  a  very  ad- 
vanced civilization  both  moral  and  political. 
Professor  Harlez  of  Louvain  says  that  it  was  a 
creed  of  the  simplest  kind. — "They  believed 
in  one  personal  God,  the  sovereign  over  heaven 
and  mankind,  and  the  master  of  empires,  al- 
though the  books  of  the  Chinese  do  not  tell  us 
that  they  regarded  God  as  the  creator  of  the 
world.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  been  con- 
cerned with  the  origin  of  things.  This  God 
they  called  "  supreme  emperor"  or  "  Shangli," 
and  considered  his  position  in  heaven  similar 
to  that  of  the  Sovereign-master  on  earth.  They 
believed,  likewise,  in  spirits  of  an  intellectual 
nature  inhabiting  heaven  or  earth,  and  in 
charge  of  the  different  elements.  These  spirits, 
they  said,  watched  over  the  moral  law,  and  ob 


DAMAGING  A   RUSSIAN   MAN  OF-WAR. 

A  New  York  telegram,  dated  February  7th, 
says: — His  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Czar  of  all 
the  Russias,  Alexander  III,  is  the  plaintiff  in  a 
libel  case  on  trial  to-day  before  Judge  Addison 
Brown,  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  in 
admiralty.  The  Russian  sovereign  claims  $8,000 
damages  against  the  owners  of  two  steam  tugs. 
The  papers  in  the  case  state  that  during  the 
recent  naval  celebration  in  New  York  harbour, 
the  Russian  man-of-war,  the  Dimitri  Donski 
was  anchored  in  the  North  river,  off  Forty- 
eighth  street.     The  Russian  Counsel  claim 
that  this   vessel   was   properly   manned  and 
officered,  that  the  anchor  lights  were  in  place, 
and  alongside  the  man-of-war  was  her  steam 
launch,  in  which  was  one  of  Russia's  sailor 
boys.    They  further  assert  that  two  tugs  came 
down  the  river  at  midnight  on  June  12,  1893, 
lashed  together  and  having  in  tow  a  fleet  of 
canal-boats  and  coal  barges.    According  to  the 
libel,  the  steam  launch  was  struck  by  one  of  the 
canal-boats  and  capsized,  the  man  on  board 
being  thrown  into  the  water.    It  is  also  alleged 
that  the  boom  and  tackle  of  the  Dimitri  Donski 
were  badly  damaged.      The  tugs  passed,  it  is 
alleged,  without  paying  any  attention  to  the 
accident."  

A   JUBILEE  STAMP. 

It  has  been  decided  to  issue  a  Silver  Wedding 
postage  stamp.  The  decision  was  reached 
before  any  suggestion  appeared  in  any  news- 
paper, so  those  that  wrote  on  the  subject  need 
not  lay  any  flattering  unction  to  their  souls. 
There  will  be  a  two-j^w  and  a  five-sen  stamp,  the 
colours — owing  to  International  Postal  Union 
arrangements — being  the  same  as  those  of  the 
corresponding  stamps  now  in  use,  namely, 
the  two-f<f«  rose,  and  the  five-««  light  royal  blue. 
The  stamps  will  be  oblong  in  shape,  about 
the  same  height  but  twice  the  width  of  the 
existing  stamps.  In  the  centre  there  will  be 
a  chrysanthemum,  and  within  a  band  im- 
mediately surrounding  it  the  legend  Dai- 
kon  nijiu-gonen  shiku-ten  (celebration  cere- 
mony of  the  great  wedding's  twenty-fifth  year), 
and  on  the  lower  half  in  English  "Im- 
perial Wedding,  25  anniversary."  The  circle 
will  be  supported  on  either  side  by  a  crane  in 
scroll-work.    Above  will  be  printed  the  usual 
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Dai  Nihon  teikoku  yubin  (Great  Japanese  Em- 
pire Tost),  and  below  "  Imperial  Japanese 
Post."  The  figures  "  2  sen  "  and  "  5  sen  "  will 
appear  in  the  lower  corners  only.  The  stamps 
will  be  for  sale  and  use  on  and  from  the  oth 
instant,  and  we  believe  that  a  notification  of  the 
fact  will  appear  in  the  Official  Gatette  about 
the  3rd  or  4th  instant. 


with  this  end  in  view;  but  while  recognising  the 
danger  to  the  Hangchow,  we  regret  that  (lie  mas- 
ter should  have  decided  to  leave  the  scene  of  the 
disaster  without  even  more  strenuous  effort! 
being  made  to  discover  what  had  become  of  the 
other  vessel.  The  Court  do  not  deal  with  the 
certificates  of  the  master  or  officers,  and  they 
are,  therefore,  relumed  to  them." 


minimum,  and  that  offers  for  Council  drabs  of 
from  is.  3 id .  and  upward  would  be  considered 
on  their  merits.  The  expected  import  duty  on 
silver  which  the  supporters  of  the  India  govern- 
ment's policy  in  question  had  considered  like- 
ly has  not  been  imposed,  and  the  specula- 
tion in  silver  which  had  been  in  piogresn  for 
some  time  past  based  on  that  idea  has  collapsed. 
There  has  accordingly  been  a  sharp  fall  in 
the  market  price  of  bar  silver,  the  Loudon  quo- 
tation falling  during  the  week  to  30^-d.  per 
ounce,  with  a  corresponding  decline  in  New 
York  bullion  dealers'  prices  to  67c.  per  ounce, 
these  figures  being  only  fractionally  above  the 
extreme  depression  which  the  silver  maiket  ex- 
perienced when  the  Indian  authorities  took  their 
stand  last  June.  Cable  advices  state  that  the 
reversal  of  the  Council's  policy  has  been  received 
with  amazement  in  England,  while  in  India 
general  business,  already  strained  by  the  un- 
certainty of  the  situation,  is  reported  to  be  in  a 
stale  ot  actual  demoralization. 


RELICS. 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  reports  that  a  man 
named  Kato  Goyemon  of  Takabata  in  Yama- 
gata  Prefecture,  has  made  a  discovery  of  relics 
in  a  cave  near  the  hamlet  where  he  resides.  It 
appears  thai  there  ate  several  caves — some 
twenty — in  a  hill  there,  some  of  them  being 
open  and  others  partially  blocked  with  debris. 
In  digging  out  stones  from  one  of  them,  Kato 
came  upon  various  relics — Kuda-dama,  maga- 
lama,  crystal  balls,  pearls,  sword-blades,  lance- 
heads,  arrow  tips  and  gold  rings.  Il  is  an 
interesting  find.  Probably  quantities  of  such 
things  lie  buried  under  the  soil  at  various  places 
in  Japan. 


AN  ENORMOUS  ESTATE. 

The  Vladivostock  correspondent  of  the  Hoku- 
riku  Shimbun,  published  in  Kanazawa,  writes 
that  recently  in  Manchuria,  at  a  distance  of 
some  thirty  Japanese  miles  from  Vladivostock, 
a  stone  was  found  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :  "  Zeniya  Gohei's  estate  begins  from  this 
place."  This  Zeniya  Gohei  flourished  about 
sixty  years  ago,  and  was  the  pioneer  of  Japan's 
trade  with  the  outer  world.  He  made  several 
visits  to  the  South  Sea  Islands  and  believed 
that  commercial  relations  with  that  part  of  the 
world  would  prove  of  immensed  profitto Japan, 
thus  considerably  anticipating  Mr.  Taguchi. 
Afler  a  number  of  most  adventurous  voyages, 
he  suddenly  disappeared  and  a  rumour  gained 
credence  that  he  had  died  on  one  of  the  southern 
isles  that  he  loved  so  well.  "  Historians,"  says 
the  Hokttriku  Shimbun,"  have  for  years  been 
investigating  the  question  as  to  where  he 
established  his  tradal  centre;  but  if  our  corres- 
pondent is  correct  in  his  statements,  Zeniya 
Gohei  must  have  been  familiar  with  the  Russian 
possessions  in  Northern  Asia  and  there  possess- 
ed a  landed  estate.  In  this  case,  the  boundaries 
of  his  lands  reached  from  Manchuria  to  the 
Southern  Pacific,  and  it  was  in  this  vast  territory 
that  he  carried  on  his  schemes  for  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  Japanese  commerce." 


TY  PHUS. 

A  dozen  years  ago  a  writer  in  these  columns  pre- 
dicted that  one  day  or  another  every  ill  to  which 
flesh  is  heir  would  be  found  to  be  due  to  a 
parasite.  It  would  be  curious  to  tabulate  the 
results  that  since  then  have  verified  the  predic- 
tion, but  we  have  not  the  statistics  at  hand.  The 
latest  verification  is  the  discovery  by  the  Ger- 
man Professor  Dr.  Fraenckel  of  a  typhus 
bacillus.  He  has  used  this  bacillus  in  vaccina- 
tion so  as  to  produce  a  rapid  benign  course  of 
the  fever.  Another  German  Professor  has 
cultivated  a  bacillus  which,  he  says,  will  cure 
typhus  in  eight  days. 


SIERRA  LEONE  GEOGRAPHY. 

A  correspondent  very  kindly  writes  to  say  that 
in  the  Geographical  Magazine,  "  Petermann's 
Mittleilungen,"  there  are  to  be  found  special 
maps  containing  accurate  information  about 
the  localities  where  a  collision  is  reported  to 
have  recently  taken  place  by  misapprehension 
between  British  and  French  troops.    The  vol- 


THE  BANK   OF  CHINA,  JAPAN,  AND  THE  STRAITS. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  local  agents  here, 
Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson,  &  Co.,  we  learn 
that  a  telegram  was  received  in  Yokohama  on 
Tuesday  announcing  that  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Bank  of  China,  Japan,  and  the  Straits 
was  held  on  Monday  and  passed  off  quite  satis- 
factorily. 

*  * 

A  Hongkong  journal  was  informed  by  the 
Bank  of  China,  Japan,  and  the  Straits,  Limited, 
that  the  past  year's  working  shows  a  net  profit 
of  j£"i8,ooo,  which,  however,  is  absorbed  by  ex- 
change and  other  losses  amounting  to  ^"137,000. 
Full  provision  has  been  made  for  the  loss  in 
exchange  on  all  funds  remitted  home  and  for 
all  London  assets.  The  balance  of  Eastern 
assets  remain  at  3/-  for  the  dollar  and  i/4fd. 
for  the  rupee. 


THE  SUNG-PU  AFFAIR. 

Writing  on  the  17th  alt.,  the  N.-C.  Daily  News 
says  : — Our  German  contemporary  Der  Ostasia- 
lische  Lloyd  states  in  its  issue  of  yesterday  that 
the  following  telegram  has  been  received  from 
a  high  official  in  Peking  re  the  petition  of  the 
two  Swedish  missionaries,  Messrs.  Lund  and 
Lindst  1 6m,  to  the  Diplomatic  Body  in  Peking,  con- 
cerning the  settlement  of  the  Sung-pu  affair: — 
"  The  Diplomatic  Body  cannot  interfere  with  the 
settlement  already  arrived  at  in  the  Sung-pu  case. 
They  consented  to  demand  of  the  YamSn  better 
protection  for  missionaries,  their  employes  and 
Christian  converts  in  Hupeh,  and  agreed  to  use 
their  influence  to  secure  some  alleviation  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  natives  who  were  friendly  to 
the  two  murdered  missionaries." — It  is  obvious 
that  the  Diplomatic  Body  could  not  interfere 
with  Mr.  Bock's  settlement,  and  the  demands 
which  they  have  consented  to  make  of  the  Ya- 
men  cover  just  the  points  which  Messrs.  Lund 
and  Lindstiom  went  up  to  Peking  with  the  hope 
of  securing. 

THE  "HANGCHOW"  COLLISION. 

H.M.S.  Pigmy,  which  left  Hongkong  on  Wed- 
nesday, February  7th,  for  the  scene  of  the  recent 
collision  between  the  China  Navigation  Co.'s 
steamer  Hangchow  and  an  unknown  vessel,  re- 
turned on  the  afternoon  of  February  18th.  The 
Daily  Press  reporter  was  informed  on  board  that 
the  search  in  the  locality  at  which  the  disaster  oc- 
curred had  been  absolutely  fruitless,  not  a  vestige 
of  anything  which  would  establish  the  identity  of 
the  missing  vessel  having  been  recovered.  A 
strict  look-out  was  kept  both  day  and  night, 
and  enquiries  were  made  at  villages  and  among 
the  fishing  craft  around  Breaker  Point.  Atone 
village  about  20  miles  to  the  North  a  report  was 
received  that  the  body  of  an  Englishman  had 
been  recovered,  but  it  afterwards  transpired  that 
it  was  that  of  a  Chinaman.  The  lighthouse 
keepers  at  Breaker  Point  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  occurrence  of  any  disaster.  There  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  ill-fated  vessel  is  the 
coal-laden  steamer  St.  Asaph. 

m 

*  * 

A  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  has  been  held  at 
Hongkong  into  the  circumstances  attending  the 
Hangchow  collision  off  Breaker  Point.  After 
taking  a  lot  of  evidence  from  the  master  and 
crew  of  the  Hangchow,  the  Court  adjourned  to 
consider  its  finding.  On  re-assembling  the  Pre- 
sident read  a  long  finding.  In  the  earlier  portion 
the  opinion  was  expressed  that  it  was  the  St. 
Asaph  which  was  run  into.  The  concluding 
sentences  were  as  follow  : — "  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  master  of  the  Hangchow  fully  recognised 
the  duty  of  standing  by  after  the  collision  as 
long  as  the  safety  of  his  own  vessel  and  the  lives 
on  board  were  not  unduly  endangered  thereby, 
also  that  the  steps  taken  by  him  were  all  taken 


STEAMSHIP  COMMUNICATION  WITH  AMERICA. 

Referring  to  the  agreement  lately  made  be- 
tween the  Canadian  Pacific,  Great  Northern, 
and  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  by  which  each 
road  agrees  to  haul  freight  and  passengers  for 
the  others  on  certain  division  of  through  rates, 
Bradstreets  says  : — "  Somewhat  in  line  with 
this  are  the  current  indications  that  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company  has  taken  steps  to 
regain  the  subsidy  of  $75,000  formerly  paid  it 
by  the  transcontinental  roads  for  maintaining 
rates,  the  withdrawal  of  which  was  one  of  the 
chief  causes  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  old  as- 
sociation. It  is  reported  that  the  suggestion 
has  been  not  unfavourably  received  by  the  rail- 
road interests,  though  shipping  interests  on  the 
Pacific  coast  have  naturally  taken  alarm  at  any 
possible  move  which  would  mark  up  through 
rates  and  restore  conditions  which  the  mer- 
chants of  San  Francisco  and  other  California 
points  denounced  as  oppressive  and  destructive 
of  business.  It  is  indeed  understood  that  Mr. 
Leeds,  the  official  representative  of  the  San 
Francisco  shippers,  has  been  delegated  to  come 
east  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  such  a  project, 
or  counteracting  it  by  an  arrangement  which  will 
insure  the  continuance  of  independent  steamer 
opposition  to  any  combination  for  the  restoration 
and  maintenance  of  through  Pacific  coast  rates. 
In  this  connection  there  are  further  complica- 
tions. The  Pacific  Mail,  by  its  compromise 
with  the  Panama  Railroad,  virtually  withdrew 
from  the  Atlantic  coast,  resigning  its  business 
between  New  York  and  Aspinwall  to  the  steam- 
ship line  controlled  by  the  Panama  Railroad. 
Three  ships  of  the  Pacific  Mail  fleet  employed 
on  the  Atlantic  were  rented  to  the  Panama's 
organization  at,a  rate  which,  it  is  said,  insures 
a  profit  of  about  $180,000  a  year.  Business 
lias  been  unprofitably  light,  and  there  is  an 
alleged  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to 
abrogate  or  modify  the  contract,  which,  in  the 
event  of  the  restoration  of  the  subsidy  paid  by 
the  Pacific  Railroad,  would  doubtless  be  agree 
able  to  the  Pacific  Mail.  The  latter  company, 
it  should  be  noted,  is  practically  under  the  con- 
trol of  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  interests,  that 
corporation  having  the  most  immediate  interest 
of  any  of  the  transcontinental  lines  in  bringing 
about  the  stability  of  through  rates." 


THE  JAPANESE  T- CLOTH  INDUSTRY. 

Another  inroad  seems  likely  to  be  made  on 
the  import  trade  by  Japanese  T-cloths,  the 
manufacture  of  which  by  the  Osaka  Cotton 
Spinning  Company  is  said  to  be  now  conducted 
on  a  considerable  scale.  The  weavers  of  Kii, 
also,  have  embarked  in  the  same  enterprise. 
It  is  said  that  the  Japanese  T-cloth  can  be  sold 
for  20  sen  less  per  piece  than  the  foreign,  the 
prices  of  the  three  grades  at  present  being  1.60 
yen,  1.50  yen,  and  1.40  yen  respectively.  The 
recent  appreciation  of  gold  has  greatly  assisted 
the  Japanese  weavers  in  their  competition  with 
fabrics  imported  from  gold-using  countries. 

SILVER  IN  INDIA. 

As  an  example  of  the  criticism  evoked  by  the 
Indian  Government's  silver  policy  when  the 
Legislative  Council  decided,  in  the  third  week 
in  January,  to  abandon  its  programme  of  main- 
taing  a  minimum  rate  for  Council  drafts,  we 
quote  the  following : — The  Government  of 
British  India  has  at  last  made  what  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  confession  that  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
tive council  of  last  June  closing  India's  mints  to 
the  free  coinage  of  silver  and  fixing  a  minimum 
rate  of  is.  4d.  for  India  Council  bills  of  ex- 
change has  been  a  failure.  Last  week  (22nd 
January)  came  the  announcement  that  in  view  of 
the  beginning  of  the  export  season  from  Eng- 
land's great  eastern  dependency  it  was  no  longer 
expedient  tocontinue  the  attempt  to  maintain  the 
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umes  indicated  by  our  correspondent  are  :•— 
Vol.  1880.  Map  12;  Vol.  1882,  Maps  13  and 
14;  and  Vol.  1883,  Map  11. 

CURRENT  TOPICS. 

Concerning  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision, 
wliicli  continues  to  attract  much  attention,  the 
Metropolitan  papers  may  he  roughly  divided 
into  two  classes,  of  which  the  one  persists  in 
writing  as  though  the  task  of  revision  were 
nearlv  completed,  while  the  other  adopts  an 
extremely  sceptical  attitude,  alleging  that  the 
reports  pointing  to  a  speedy  solution  of  this 
knotty  question  are  secretly  circulated  by  the 
Cabinet  with  a  view  to  diverting  public  attention 
from  the  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
The  former  class  is  represented  by  the  Shin 
Choya  Shimbun,  the  Niroku  Shimpo,  and  a 
few  others,  while  to  the  latter  belong  the  Hochi 
Shimbun,  the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  the  Nippon 
and  so  forth.  The  first  named  papers  are  ready 
to  believe  any  report  making  for  their  own 
views,  and  even  go  so  far  as  to  publish  imaginary 
schemes  of  revision,  their  evident  object  be- 
ing to  excite  public  prejudice  against  the 
Cabinet.  On  the  other  hand,  journals  affecting 
an  attitude  of  extreme  incredulity,  wish  to  im- 
press their  readers  with  the  notion  that  Revision 
is  a  task  quite  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  pre- 
sent Government. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  writing  on  this 
subject,  observes  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
surprise  if  the  problem  of  Treaty  Revision  should 
now  be  solved,  seeing  that  twenty  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  nation's  attention  was  first 
turned  in  this  direction  at  the  time  of  the  late 
Prince  Iwakura's  embassy  to  the  West.  The 
Nichi  Nichi  is  evidently  sceptical  as  to  the 
negotiations  having  made  progress  such  as  some 
papers  assert,  yet  it  entertains  no  doubt  thai 
pour-parlers  are  going  on.  It  further  remarks 
that  papers  which  pretend  to  believe  nothing 
pointing  to  Revision  virtually  confess  to  a  con- 
viction that  the  lime  has  not  yet  come  for  the 
assertion  of  Japan's  national  rights  and  may 
well  be  ridiculed  for  the  low  estimate  they  en- 
tertain of  the  power  and  position  of  their  country. 
As  to  the  schemes  of  Revision  published  by 
some  journals,  the  Nichi  Nichi  observes  that 
the  points  enumerated  remind  it  of  the  Aoki  pro- 
gramme which  has  long  since  been  laid  aside 
The  materials  out  of  which  these  imaginary 
schemes  have  been  constructed  seem,  in  our  con- 
temporary's opinion,  to  have  been  gleaned  from 
certain  old  official  papers  said  to  have  been  ob- 
tained from  a  certain  Count  who  died  last  year. 
The  Nichi  Nichi  blames  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Board  for  the  needless  alarm  it  exhibited 
when  the-e  visionary  schemes  were  published. 
The  police  authorities  prohibited  other  papers 
from  reproducing  the  items  though  truly  they 
might  have  been  left  in  peace,  seeing  that  wilder 
rumours  have  been  suffered  to  pass  without 
official  notice. 

The  Chitani  question  is  still  much  lalked-of. 
The  Minister  of  Justice  naturally  felt  dis- 
inclined to  adopt  harsh  measures  against 
the  refractory  Judge  Chitani,  and  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  he  instructed  the'Judge  to  proceed 
to  his  new  post  within  a  week.  The  Judge  de- 
finitely declined  to  obey  the  Minister's  order  on 


the  ground  that  his  appointment  was  contrary 
to  law  and  therefore  null  and  void.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  he  will  now  be  arraigned  be- 
fore a  disciplinary  tribunal.  According  to  the 
Hochi  Shimbun,  considerable  sympathy  is  felt 
with  him  by  the  barristers  of  Tokyo  and  other 

places  where  he  has  served. 

f 

*  * 

Count  Oki  seems  to  think  that  there  is  yet  a 
chance  for  him  to  play  a  conspicuous  part  on 
the  political  stage  where  he  has  never  hitherto 
been  a  prominent  figure.  He  is  represent- 
ed as  expressing  very  bold  opinions  to  news- 
paper men.  According  to  an  account  of  a 
recent  interview  with  him,  he  dwelt  much  on 
the  importance  of  administering  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  according  to  principles  of 


morality.  He  made  many  opportunities  to 
quote  from  the  writing  of  Confucius  and 
other  Chinese  philosophers,  and  he  told  his 
visitor  that  shortly  before  the  issue  of  the  Im- 
perial Rescript  in  1881  announcing  the  grant  of 
a  Constitution,  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of 
deferring  the  opening  of  the  Diet  till  the  501I1 
(1917)  or  at  least  the  30th  year  (1897)  of 
Meiji.  Finally,  he  declared  his  resolution  to 
take  the  direction  of  national  affairs  into  his 
own  hands. 


CUSTOMS  RETURNS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Customs 
Returns  for  January  showing  the  foreign  trade  of 
the  empire  for  the  month  : — 

1893.  1894. 

SILVER   YEN'.  SILVER  VSN. 

Exports    7,587,506210    7,556,762.190 

Imports   6,102,162.280    8,851,157.860 


Total  exports  and  imports    16,407,920.050 

Excess  of  imports   1 ,294,395.670 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Exports    143,660458 

Imports    289,860605 

Miscellaneous    12,-159.036 


Total   415,980.099 

TOTAL  VALUE   OF   EXPORTS  TO  AND   IMPORTS   FROM   VARIOUS   FORE  1 6  N 
COU  NTRI  SS. 


Exports. 
Silver  Yen. 

CI. inn   367646.580 

Hongkong  773.890,160 

British  India   238,716.130 

Anam  %  other  French 

India    10,061.000 

Ko.ea    68,873.120 

Niigata    — 

Russian  Asia    S.4S7-9°° 

Philippine  Islands   18,538.600 

Great  Britain    443,046.010 

France    1,116,293.610 

Germany    104,126.490 


Italy    120,999.300 

Switzerland    30,c47-97o 

Belgium   897  c 20 

Spain    8,185  200 

Austria    2,280.840 

Holland   1,066.400 

Russia    1,073.660 

Sweden  &  Norway  ...  — 

Portugal    — 

Turkey    278. 000 

Oenn.ark    70.000 

United  States  of  Ame- 
rica   2,798,000.300 

Canada  &  other  British 

America   156.8so.880 

Australia    4S559  «3° 

Hawaii   5.39'-33° 

Other  Countries   67,191470 


Imports. 

Silver  Yen. 

2,356,705.060 
58^,731.890 
351.519.420 

453."7  95° 
206,354  760 
131,077.390 
102.917.840 
37.963.690 
2,793,045-aoo 
413,383.890 
565.738.73o 
9,870  650 
60,871.870 
79,304.650 
3,173.980 
750.240 
738.020 

581.290 
414.780 

27.430 


Total. 

Silver  Yen. 
2,724,351.640 
2,363,622.050 

59°.235-6so 

463,i79-9'>0 
275,217.880 
131,077.390 
107.475.74O 
56,^02.290 
2,336.091  210 
1,529,676.500 
669,865.220 
130  869  950 
90,919.840 
80,201 .670 
10,359.180 
3,03 1 .080 
x,"o4  420 
1 ,073.660 
581.299 
414.780 
278.000 
97.420 


645.934.720  3,443,935.020 


4,036.060 
20,840.640 
6.000 
24,951.720 


160,886.940 
66,399  770 
5.397.33° 
92,143.190 


Total    7,384.S4'  »»o  8,851,157.860  16,235,699.060 

TOTAL  VALUE  OF   EXPORTS  AND    IMPORTS   FROM    AND  TO   EACH  PORT 

Yokohama   4,8:9,31a  680   3,429,162.660  8,268.475.34? 


Kobe    1,067,302  580 

Osaka   75,32l-45° 

Nagasaki    251,854.421 


Hakodate  .... 
Shimonoseki. 

M„ji  

Hakata   

Karatsu   

Kuchinotsu  . 
Id/.ngahara  . 

Shishimi  

Otaru   


9. 590.55o 
75,259.600 
208,945.100 

37,164.500 
193,896  750 
299  500 
6 '  4,900 

16,967.500 

(  Exports 


4.359. 623  400 
616,657.590 
391,636.210 
82.700 
41.163.7co 


5,075.000 


7,965.2 10 
86a  199 


6.226,926.988 
671,959  °40 
643,490.630 
9,673.250 
1x6,423.300 
208,945  100 
3  075.000 
73,164. sco 
193,896.750 
8,264  710 
1,181.860 
16,967.500 

1,327,492.710 


Specie  and  Bullion  |Imports;   1,237,89,-1.670 


the  number  of  local  celebrants  up  to  almost 
thrice  that  figure.  Indeed,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  fete  will  be  celebrated  with 
all  the  pomp  and  enthusiasm  that  attended  the 
promulgation  of  the  Imperial  Constitution. 
This  is  the  more  gratifying,  as  it  testifies  to  the 
deep  love  and  reverence  the  people  have  for 
their  Sovereign.  Irrespective  of  party  politics 
and  factional  clamour,  there  is  a  solid,  unshak- 
able substratum  of  loyalty  for  the  Imperial 
House.  A  speaker  recently  said  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Kaishin-to,  "  Loyalty  is  a  monopoly  of 
the  Japanese  !"  We  do  not  admit  that,  but  the 
claim  is  suggestive. 

* 

The  gifts  made  to  the  Imperial  Celebrants  will 
bear  ample  testimony  to  the  love  of  the  people 
for  the  Imperial  Family.  We  have  already  refer- 
ed  to  some  of  the  offerings  that  will  be  made  by 
persons  of  wealth  and  rank.  But  it  is  no  less 
pleasant  to  read  of  the  eagerness  of  all  classes 
to  show  their  reverent  affection  in  some  sub- 
stantial manner.  Even  the  poor  can  make  their 
tribute,  for  the  Imperial  Household  has  let  it 
be  known  that  gifts  of  flowers  will  be  accepted. 
Poems  will,  of  course,  be  a  favourite  mode  of 
expressing  congratulations,  and  the  columns  of 
the  local  press  are  already  filled  with  odes, 
penned  by  the  best  writers  the  Empire  possesses. 
In  order  to  gratify  the  popular  desire  to  express 
in  verse  the  loyally  that  all  would  show,  the  Im- 
perial Household  Department  has  given  the 
following  theme  for  versification,  b  ka  kei  ban 
shun,  or  Uguisu  to  hana  wa  yorosu  no  haru 
wo  chigiru  : — "The  nightingale  and  the  flow- 
ers give  promise  of  ten  thousand  Springs. 
The  nightingale  is  the  bird  of  love,  while 
flowers  as  well  as  the  vernal  season  are  similar 
symbols,  so  that  the  theme  is  certainly  well- 
chosen.  Thousands  of  poets  and  poetasters 
have  already  sent  in  specimens  of  their  skill, 
the  principal  repository  of  these  effusions  being 
the  Miyako  Shimbun,  which  has,  for  some  time 
past,  being  publishing  daily,  on  its  first  page, 
some  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  best  odes  received. 
The  style  chosen  in  versification  is  that  known 
as  waka,  or  a  stanza  of  31  syllables  (5,7,5, 
7,7).  A  number  of  the  metropolitan  book-stores 
liave  agreed  to  publish,  in  book-form,  a  selec- 
tion of  the  finest  verses  on  the  theme  given. 
The  Hakubunkwan,  in  particular,  is  making  a 
specialty  of  this,  having  each  ode  subjected  to 
the  criticism  of  competent  judges.  The  book  of 
poems  is  to  be  ready  by  March  9th.  A  specimen 
of  these  congratulatory  odes  may  not  be  out  of 
place  :  — 

Kimi  gayo  ni 
Iku  chi  yo  Kakete 
Chigiruramu  ; 
Ume  ga  ko-ue  ni 
Uguisu  no  koe. 
[The  note  of  the  nightingale  from  the  top-most 
branch  of  the  plum,  promises  that  our  Lord's  reign 


Total    2,565,392.380 

Excess  of  exports    89,593°  4° 

VALUE  OF  EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS  BY  JAPANESE  MERCHANTS  AND 


GOVERN  M  KN  I  . 


,  f  Exports   1,074,415.510 

By  Japanese  Merchants  [Imports          1,930,465  260 

Imported  by  Government   197,776,480 

TOKYO  AND  THE  SILVER  WEDDING. 

That  the  City  is  going  to  do  its  best  to  make 
the  Silver  Wedding  of  Their  Imperial  Majesties 
a  never-to-be-forgotten  .festival,  is  becoming 
daily  more  noticeable.  Most  of  the  principal 
thoroughfares  will  observe  the  day  as  a  strict 
holiday  :  all  the  stores  will  be  closed  and  clerks 
and  apprentices  permitted  to  go  whither  they 
please.  The  main-street  in  Nihonbashi  Ku, 
will  be  exceptionally  gaily  decked,  the  show- 
windows  and  shop-fronts  being  made  a  parterre 
of  flowers,  with  silver  screens  as  a  background. 
Large  triumphal  arches  are  to  be  erected  at 
Shinbashi,  in  two  or  three  places  in  Ginza  and 
along  the  Uyeno  Parade  (hirokoji).  All  the 
metropolitan  schools  will  send  their  students  to 
march  past  the  main  approach  of  the  Imperial 
Palace,  and  special  songs  have  been  written 
and  will  be  sung  on  this  occasion.  The  chief 
inns  of  the  metropolis  have  all  their  rooms  en- 
gaged in  advance,  for  it  is  calculated  that 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  one  million  visitors  will 
be  in  the  city  on  that  day,  which  would  bring 


will  endure  a  hundred  decades]. 

*  * 

Among  the  many  strange  or  remarkable  gifts 
that  are  to  be  offered  to  the  Emperor,  one  of  a 
brush-maker  in  Shiba  is  especially  noteworthy. 
Certain  faultless  hairs  have  been  chosen  from 
no  less  than  three  thousand  pelts  of  the  hare, 
each  animal  having  only  five  or  six  of  the  parti- 
cular kind  wanted.  These  nave  then  been 
worked  up  into  two  Japanese  writing-brushes 
with  silver  handles,  on  which  appropriate  con- 
gratulatory characteis  are  engraved.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  said  that  the  Imperial  House- 
hold Department  will  present  silver  cups  to  all 
persons  of  unusually  great  age  now  resident  in 
the  capital;  while  some  of  the  vernacular  news- 
papers urge,  with  great  propriety,  that  the  day 
should  further  be  privately  observed  by  making 
up  family  feuds,  reconciliation  of  estranged 
husbands  and  wives  and  a  general  amnesty 
of  connubial  differences.  Others  propose  that 
the  festival  *f  Ohina-sama,  the  Feast  of  Dolls  or 
girls'  festival,  which  falls  and  has  hitherto 
always  been  celebrated  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
should  in  future  be  held  on  the  ninth  of  the 
month,  in  commemoration  of  the  Imperial 
Wedding  Day. 

*  * 

The  comic  element  is  not  lacking.  One  of 
the  largest  bazaars  in  Ginza  is  doing  a  roaring 
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trade  in  On  ken  Kappu,  or  "  Silver  Wedding 

Caps,'1  Bald  caps  being  a  sort  of  fez  covered 
With  silver  tissue  paper.  These  are,  of  course, 
to  be  worn  only  on  the  great  day.  A  school 
wherein  book-keeping  is  taught,  comb ines  busi- 
ness with  patriotism  by  advertising,  in  very 
large  capitals,  that  "owing  to  the  Imperial 
Silver  Wedding  being  celebrated  next  month," 
no  entrance  fee  will  be  required  from  those  who 
matriculate  in  March.  Finally,  a  journalistic 
wiseacre  propounds  the  startling  theory  that  we 
may  expect  a  rise  in  exchange  shortly,  as  the 
great  demand  for  silver  within  the  next  fortnight 
is  calculated  to  render  that  metal  somewhat 
scarce,  if  not  more  highly  appreciated  than 
heretofore !   

THE  ELECTIONS. 

Up  to  last  evening  the  following  returns  had 


been  received  from  election  districts  :  — 
Name  at  successful  Political  Political  Party  of 

Candidate.  Party.  previoui  Repre- 

sentative. 

A1CHI  PREFECTURE. 

•Komuro  Shigehiro.  Radical.  National 

Unionist. 

*Yezaki  Hitoshi.        Radical.  National 

Unionist. 

*Kurachi  Iyemon.      Radical.  Domei  Club. 

Mori  Torchiro.         Radical.  Re-elected. 
Kato  Kiyenion.         Radical.  Re-elected. 
Amauo  Iyemon.        Domei  Club.  Re-elected. 
*Ota  Zenshiro.  National  National 

Unionist.  Unionist. 
Imai  Isoichiro.  National  Re-elected. 

U'»  ionist . 

Kato  RoUyo.  Domei  Club.    Re  elected. 

*Miura  Hekisui.         Kaishinto.  National 

Unionist. 

•Kuiiijima  Hiroshi.    Radical.  do. 

KAGOSHIMA  PREFECTURE. 

Haseba  Junlto.         Dosht  Club.  Re-elected. 
Kawashima  Jnn.      Domei  Club.  do. 
Mita  Kenshi.            Doshi  Club.  do. 
NARA  PREFECTURE. 

♦Matsumoto  Cho- 

bei.  Independent.  Independent, 

TOKUSH I M  A  PREFBCTURB. 

*Yuaki  Teitato.        Radical.  Seimu  Chosa  jo 

M01  ino  Tamegoi'o.  Kaishin-to  Re  elected. 
Kawaniata  Toku- 

saburo.                        do.  do. 

HaslumotoKiuiaro         do.  do. 

Abe  Okito.                    do.  do. 
MIYAZAKI  PREFECTURE. 

*Iwasaki  Monji.        Radical.  Seimu  Chosajo. 

*Yasuda  Yuitsu.       Doshi  Club.  Independent. 
Knbayashi  Ken- 

ichiro.                        do.  Re-elected. 

NAGASAKI  PREFECTURE. 
*Shiba  Sankuto.        Radical.  National^ 

Unionist. 

HIROSHIMA  PREFECTURE. 

Fujita  Takayuki.  Kaishin  to.  Re-elected. 
*Sasaki  Koyei.         Radical.  Inokaku-ha. 

Oda  Kwanicbi.  do.  Re  elected. 

*Waki  Yeitaio.        Independent.      Inokahtt  ha. 

Kuiata  Jtifigoro.     Kaishin-to.         Re  elected. 

Inouye  Kakugoio.  Independent.  do. 

SHIMANE  PREFECTURE. 

•Okayama  Isami.  Radical.  Seimu  Chosajo 
*Namikawa  Rizabuio. 

Independent.  do. 
*Takahashi  Kiujiro.  National  Unionist.  do. 
*Tsunematsu  Riukei. 

Radical.  do. 
Sasada  '1  sutomu     Radical.  Re-elected. 

K AG AW  A  PREFECTURE. 

Nakano  Boyei        Kaishinto  Re-elected. 

*Hayashi  Kyoicbi     Radical.  Independent, 

*Ayai  Takeo  Independent.  Kaishin-to 

Misaki  Kamenosuke 

Radical.  Re-elected. 

*Mori  Terumi  Radical.  Kaishin  to. 

YAMAGUCHI  PREFECTURE. 
*MoiiSeizo  Independent.  National 

Unionist. 

*Yosbilomi  Kanicbi  do.  do. 

•NisHrmna  Reisaku  do.  do. 
*Isobe  Juzo  do.  do. 

*Sera  Tokuju  do.  do. 

*Kawakanii  Ilsu  do.  do. 

OKAYAMA  PREFECTURE. 
*Take-no  ucbi  Seisin        do.  do. 

Inugai  Ki.  Kaishin  to.        Re  elected. 

*Moiiya  Kanoznmi.       do.  National 

Unionist. 

Kato  Heisbiio.         Radical.  Re-elected. 
*Ide  Mozo.  Radical.  Radical. 

M I  YE  PREFECTURE. 

Ozaki  Yukio.  Kaishinto.         Re  elected, 


to  c:  1 1 1 « i  PR  BF  k  cru  it  v. . 
Hoilli  To*  ll.  Radical.  Re-elected. 

TOKYO  CITY. 

•Suyeyoslii  Tadamam  National 

Domei  Clllb,  Unionist. 

"Hiyama  Tetsiiaaburo,  Radical,  Independent! 

*Oku  Sabin  obei.  National 

Domei  Club.  Un  isl. 

Tsunoda  Shimpei.    Kaishni  to.  Re-elected. 

Abe  Kosunii.  National  National 

Unionist.  Unionist 
Haloyama  Kaziio.    Kaishiu-to.        Re  elected. 
*Inada  Masakicbi,         do.  Independent. 
Knstimoto  Masa- 

taka.  Domei  Club.      Re  elected. 

Takanashi    Tetsu-    Independent.  Re-elected, 
ahiro, 

KANAGAWA  PREFECTURE. 

Sbimada  Sabni'O.      Kaishin  to.  Re-elected. 

HYOGO  PREFECTURE. 

*Kashima     Hide-    Kaishin  to.  Independent, 
mai  o. 

CH1BA  PREFECTURE. 

Cbiba  Teijiro.  Radical.  Re  elected. 
Kokura  Yoshinori.       do.  do. 

Akimoto  Sauyenion.  Kaishin  to.  do. 

Osuka  Youosumi.  Domei  Club.  do. 

Nisbimura  Junye-  Radical.  do. 
mon. 

Ito  Toluiiaio.  do.  do. 

*Takabasbi  Kisoji.       do.  Radical. 
♦Suzuki  Seizo.             do.  do. 

*Yasuda  Kun.  Kaishin-to.  do. 

YAMAGATA  PREFECTURE. 

Domei  Clul 
dependent 

*Yamasbita  Cbio-o.  Radical 


SatoSatoji.     |  Eqiia,  Domei  Cluk  . 

batake  I  votes.  Independent,  f 

Masanoil.    J  r  ' 


Radical. 


National 
Unionist. 

*Koinabayasbi  Koun.  do.  do. 
*Sbigeno  Kanjiro.  do.  do. 

*Abe  Magozayemon.        do.  do, 

GUMMA  PREFECTURE. 

*Aiai  Go.  National  Radical. 

Unionist 

Kawai  Milsugi.      Radical.  Re-elected. 
Nakajima  YuhacUi. Doshi  Club,  do. 
*Koktn  e  Budayu.      Radical.  National 

Unionist. 

*Shimitsu  Yeisabui  oRadical.  Radical. 

FUKUSHIMA  PREFECTURE. 
Ogasawara  Sada- 
nobu.  Radical.  Re-elected. 

Hirasbima  Matsuo. Radical.  Seimu 

Chosajo. 

Kono  Hiionaka.      Radical.  Re  elected. 

Sldba  Sbiro.  Domei  Club.  do. 

Yama>»uclil  Chyo- 

saltu.  do.  do. 

Aizawa  Neiken.      Radical.  do. 

KYOTO  CITY. 
Sakamoto  Sokui.    Seimu  Chosajo.  do. 
Takemui a  Tobei.  do.  do. 

AKITA  PREFECTURE. 

*Meguro  Teiji.  Doshi  Club.  National 

Unionist. 

*Yokoyama  Yakicbi.        do.  do. 

Node  Sbozaburo.  do.  Re-elected. 

Sakamoto  Riichiro.  do.  do. 
Takeishi  Keiji.  do.  do. 

FUKUI  PREFECTURE. 
*Takeo  Sli i jjerti .        Radical.  Radical. 

Suzuki  Teiichi.  do.  Re  elected. 

*Kuioda  Dosbiu.       Independent.  National 

Unionist. 

*Tokioka  Mata- 

zayeinon.  Radical.  Doshi  Club. 

IWATE  PREFECTURE. 
Tanigawa  Sbochu.    Radical.  Re-elected. 
*Ogasawa  Teiichi.         do.  National 

Unionist. 

Sato  Sbozo.  National  Re-elected. 

Unionist. 

*Sbimoizaka  Gon- 

zaburo.  Radical.  National 

Unionist. 

*Hirata  Shin.  do.  Kaishin  to. 

01TA  FREFECTURE. 

Ando  Kiuka.  National  Re  elected. 

Unionist. 

Minoura  Katsuto.    Kaishin  to.  do. 
Asaakura  Cbikatame. 

National  Unionist  do. 
Hnoso  Sadabumi.  do.  do. 

Motoda  Hajime.  do.  do. 

*Yaniagtichi  Han- 

shield.  Doshi  Club  National 

Unionist. 

IBARAKI  PREFECTURE. 

Sekido  Kakuzo.      Domei  Club.  Re-t-lected. 

Seki  Sbiunosuke.  Radical.  do. 
*Hama  Sbimpei.  do.  Toyo  Jiyu  to 

*Halsuiui  Hachiro.  Domei  Club.  do. 
*Okubo  Tanzo,        Radical,  Kaishin  to, 


SAITAMA  I'RKl'tfCTUKK. 

K  ilo  Masanosukr.  Kaishm  to.        Ke  elecied. 
Takftla  Sanaye.  do.  do. 

Fukuila  Hisamatsu.  do.  Ho, 
SaitO  Knijii  Radical.  do. 

Yumoio Vokhinori,  National  Unionist,  do. 

KOCHI  PKKI'BCTURB. 

Komatau  Santei.  Radical,  do. 
tlayaslii  Yuzo.  do.  do. 

Kataoka  Kenllichi.         do.  do. 

Nisliiyama  Shicho,         do.  do. 

PUKUOKA  PREFECTURE. 
Tsuda  Morilliko,        National  Unionist. 
*Tad«  Sakubei.         Radical.     National  Unionist. 
•Fuji  Kiusaku.  do.  do. 

*Hayakawa  Isami.    National  Unionist.  do. 
Sasaki  Sbozo.  do.  Re-elected. 

Nakatnura  Hdcoji.  do.  do. 

*  Tachibana  Cbikunobu.  Radical,  Radical. 
*Fllkuye  Kakutaro.  do.      National  Unionist. 

Suyematui  Kencbo.  Independent.     Re  elecied. 

SAGA  PREFECTURE. 
*Taketoini  Tokito-    Doshi  Club.       National  Uni- 

abi,  onist. 
*Noda  Tsunesada.  do.  do. 

Kawaia  Mosuini.    National  Unionist.  Re-elected. 
*Nii  Keicho.        Doshi  Club.  National.  Unionist. 
* 

*  * 

We  have  here  returns  for  139  constituencies. 
Analysing  them,  we  find  them  divided  thus, 

Radicals   57 

Independents    16 

Kaishin  to    22 

Domei  Club    12 

Doshi  Club   14 

National  Unionists    16 

Seimu  Chosa-jo   2 

Thus  the  Radicals  and  Independents  aggregate 
73  and  the  remaining  parties  (i.e.  the  Opposi- 
tion), 66.  Proceeding  with  the  analysis  we  find 
67  new  members,  of  whom  36  are  Radicals. 
This  does  not  mean  thai  the  Radicals  have 
actually  gained  36  seats.    In  eight  constituen- 
cies a  Radical  merely  replaced  a  Radical.  But 
in  twenty-eight  a  Radical  candidate  ousted  the 
representative  of  another  party.  Speaking  more 
accurately,  the  Radicals  gained  15  seats  from 
National  Unionists;  4  from  representatives  of 
the  Seimu  Chosa-jo  ;  2  from  the  Independents; 
3  from  the  Kaishin-to,  and  1  each  from  }he 
Domei  Club,  the  Inokaku-ha  the  Doshi  Club 
and  the  Oriental  Radicals.   On  the  other  hand, 
they  lost  1  each  to  the  National  Unionists, 
the  Kaishin-to  and  the  Independents.  Thus 
the  net  gain  of  the   Radicals  up  to  the  pre- 
sent is  25.    Of  the  remaining  new  members, 
13  are  Independents,  of  whom  12  defeated  the 
representatives  of  other  parties,  winning  8  seats 
from  the  National  Unionists  and  one  each  from 
the  Inokaku-ha,  the  Seimu  Chosa-jo,  the  Kai- 
shin-to and  the  Radicals.    Hence — noting  that 
gains  from  the  Inokaku-ha  and  the  Indepen- 
dents do  not  strengthen  the  Radical-Independent 
coalition  for  purposes  of  Government  support 
— we  see  that  the  net  gain  to  the  hypothetical 
pro-Cabinet    combination   is  32.    As  for  the 
Kaishin-to,   they  win   2  seats  from  National 
Unionists,  2  from  Independents,  and  one  from 
a  Radical.    But  they  lose  3  to  the  Radicals, 
and  1  to  the  Unionists,  so  that  their  net  gain 
is  only  one  seat,  thus  far.     Six  of  the  new 
members  are  representatives  of  the  Doshi  Club, 
3  of  the  Domei  Club,  and  5  of  the  National 
Unionists.    Hence  the  actual  gain  of  {.he  Doshi 
Club  is  5,  and  that  of  the  Domei  Club,  4,  As 
for  the  National  Unionists,  they  have  fared  worst 
of  all,  their  net  loss  being  32  seats. 


Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  has  been  re-elected  in  To- 
chigi  Prefecture,  and  Mr.  Abei  Hankon,  the 
introducer  of  the  Strict-Enforcement  Memorial 
and  of  the  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  Mr. 
Hoshi,  lias  been  rejected  by  his  constituency 
in  Fukushima  Prefecture. 


SILVER. 

From  1881  to  1887  numerous  articles  were  pub- 
lished in  these  columns  urging  the  vital  im- 
portance of  the  silver  question,  not  only  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Far  East  directly,  but  also  to 
the  international  trade  of  the  whole  world,  and 
to  the  prosperity  of  civilized  peoples.  In  those 
days  bimetallism  was  a  discredited  creed.  The 
gold  men  were  the  Solomons  of  the  situation. 
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They  had  merely  to  shake  their  heads  and  talk 
pityingly  of  the  "  fools  that  wanted  to  meddle 
with  the  currency,"  or  the  "  poor  silly  bodies 
that  sought  to  substitute  artificial  legislation  for 
natural  laws."  Sententiousness  is  a  valuable 
refuge  for  ignorance.  The  sententious  man 
always  makes  an  imposing  impression  on  less 
courageous  hearers,  and  thus  it  fell  out  that  the 
monometallists  were  able  for  a  long  time  to 
stifle  inquiry  and  to  silence  timid  opposition  by 
the  very  intensity  of  their  contempt  for  "silver 
faddists."  But  truth  is  horribly  pertinacious. 
The  attitude  of  the  world  towards  bimetallism 
is  now  very  different  from  what  it  was  fourteen 
years  ago  when  the  subject  first  began  to  receive 
editorial  attention  in  these  columns.  Of  course 
we  do  not  for  an  instant  pretend  to  think  that 
our  contribution  to  the  change  is  worth  mention, 
but  we  do  find  that  all  the  arguments  used  by 
us  between  1881  and  1887  are  now  appearing 
once  more  upon  the  tapis,  having  gained  only 
strength  by  maturity,  and  we  do  perceive  that 
bimetallism,  instead  of  being  tabooed  and  pooh- 
poohed,  as  it  was  then,  is  the  burning  problem 
of  the  day. 

•  * 

The  most  recent  resurrection  of  these  argu- 
ments is  in  a  circular  letter  issued  by  the 
Shanghai  Branch  of  the  China  Association. 
The  letter  disposes  of  the  fallacious  notion  too 
commonly  entertained  that  the  trade  of  India  is 
of  more  importance  to  Great  Britain  than  the 
trade  of  the  Farther  East.  The  total  India  trade 
for  1891  was  no  millions  sterling,  and  the  total 
Far-East  trade  130  millions  sterling.  As  to 
the  effect  produced  upon  the  latter  by  gold 
appreciation,  the  letter  says  : — 

The  medium  of  exchange  in  these  countries  is  silver 
employed  in  the  shape  of  coin,  as  ruuees  and  dollars, 
or  as  bullion  ;  its  purchasing  power  in  these  countries 
having  throughout  the  period  of  gold  appreciation  re- 
mained practically  unchanged. 

When  by  means  referred  to  silver  was  maintained 
at  a  reasonable  ratio  with  the  gold  currency  of  the 
West  foreign  commerce  flourished  and  gave  promise 
of  enormous  extension.  When  the  tie  between  the 
m<-tals  was  dissolved  that  commerce  became  disor- 
ganised ;  each  year  has  seen  greater  difficulties  ;  and 
at  the  present  time  the  position  has  be.  ome  intolerable. 

The  appreciation  of  gold  means  that  every  article 
of  commerce  produced  in  England  must  fall  in  gold 
and  rise  in  silver  price:  it  is  manifest  that  to  this 
there  must  be  a  limit  ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  limit  is  now  reached.  The  manu- 
factures and  products  of  West  and  East  continue  in 
themselves  practically  unchanged:  the  cause  of  ihe 
trouble  which  now  threatens  this  commerce  with 
virtu  '1  extinction  is  not  in  the  nature  of  thecommerce 
itself,  but  in  the  medium  in  which  it  is  conducted. 

If  the  money  of  the  East  continues  to  be  discredit- 
ed, and  the  ounce  weight  of  silver  which  formerly  was 
the  equivalent  of  one  fourth  of  a  pound  sterling  has 
now  fallen  to  be  one-eighth  of  a  pound  sterling,  and 
may  decline  still  further,  the  export  trade  from  gold 
to  silver-using  countries  becomes  a  practical  impossi- 
bility :  and  the  hundreds  of  millions  people  who  have 
hitherto  been  consumers  of  English  manufactures  and 
products  will  find  it  distinctly  to  their  interest  and 
benefit  to  manufacture  or  produce  for  themselves  to 
enable  them  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  commodities 
they  have  heretofore  found  advantage  in  importing 
from  the  manufacturing  nations  of  the  West. 

When  once  Eastern  nations  begin  to  invest  in 
manufactures,  English  industries  will  be  confronted 
with  powerful,  and  it  may  well  be  invincible,  competi- 
tors. Not  only  will  the  mills,  workshops  and  mines  of 
England  suffer,  but  the  decline  of  exportat'on  to  the 
East  will  deprive  millions  of  tons  of  shipping  of  oc 
cu|iation  :  and  the  capital  value  represented  by  these 
great  interests  must  inevitably  suffer  enormous  de- 
preciation. 

* 

The  letter  concludes  with  the  following  appeal, 
which  we  print  as  a  duly,  not  because  we  count 
on  any  result  in  apathetic  Yokohama: — 

That  the  evils  complained  of  are  capable  of  amelio- 
ration does  not  admit  of  dispute  :  the  great  difficulty 
lies  in  the  ignorance  of  ihe  people  of  England  of  the 
true  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  not  in  the  applica- 
tion of  a  remedy. 

Such  representations  as  bciies  like  the  China  As- 
sociation and  Chambers  of  Commerce  are  able  to 
make  are  of  little  real  service  ;  they  seldom  reach  the 
persons  most  intimately  concerned.  If  the  cause  is 
to  prevail  more  active  and  energetic  measures  must 
be  adopted  ;  and  the  first  and  most  important  is  the 
nomination  of  a  delegate  or  delegates  to  England,  to 
interview  members  of  Parliament,  and  address  public 
meetings,  educate  the  people  to  a  fair  understanding 
of  the  situation,  and  endeavour  with  the  aid  of  pro- 
minent men  and  persistent  agitation  to  make  the 
currency  question  the  leading  question  of  the  day. 


This  Branch  of  the  China  Association  is  prepared, 
if  required,  to  send  a  delegate;  and  the  object  of  this 
proposition  is  to  invite  co-operation,  either  by  as- 
sociating a  delegate  from  your  Branch,  or  by  em- 
powering the  Shanghai  delegate,  after  conferring  with 
your  Branch,  to  represent  you. 

If  this  proposition  meets  with  the  approval  of  the 
Associations  and  members  to  which  it  is  addressed, 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  creation  of  a  fund 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  delegates,  and  the  at- 
tendant charges. 

Members  willing  to  contribute  to  the  fund  are  re- 
quested to  communicate  with  ihe  Honorary  Secretary. 


THE   ROLLING  "  RESOLUTION. 

In  reference  to  the  reported  excessive  rolling  of 
the  armour-clad  Resolution,  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  the  behaviour  of  these  vessels  at  sea 
has  an  important  bearing  on  the  controversy  in 
which  Mr.  W.  H.  White  and  Sir  E.  J.  Reed 
hold  directly  opposite  views.  With  the  system 
of  a  heavily-armoured  citadel  and  light  ends, 
likely  to  be  greatly  damaged  in  action,  it 
is  necessary  to  make  the  vessel  of  sucli  a 
breadth  that  the  armoured  part  is  sufficient  in 
itself  to  provide  stability,  and  consequently 
when  the  vessel  is  intact  she  has  excessive 
stability  and  rolls  heavily.  With  the  system 
advocated  by  Sir  E.  J.  Reed,  the  buoyancy  at 
the  water-line  is  protected  fore  and  aft,  and  a 
much  less  breadth  can  be  adopted.  This  plan 
is  exhibited  in  the  Sultan,  Hercules,  and 
Alexandra,  known  to  be  amongst  the  most 
comfortable  vessels  in  the  Navy.  Who  is  to 
decide  as  to  the  relative  disadvantages  of  these 
two  systems  when  such  professors  disagree? 

THE  "SPECTATOR'S"  BARD. 

Hkre  is  another  of  the  delightful  efforts  that 
now  grace  the  columns  of  the  Spectator  : — 
The  Hawarden  Horace. 
111  ,  9 

Hor.  Donee  gratus  eram  tibi,  Will.  When  in  the  golden  days 
Nec  quisqnam  potior  brachia         of  yore 

candidae  Thy  favour  I  enjoyed 

Cervici  juvenis  dabat,  (Though  purely  Scottish  to  the 

Persarum  vigui  rege  beatior.  core), 

My  bliss  was  unalloyed  : 
Proud  of  a  love  that  jealous 
fate 

Methought  could  never  mar, 
I  envied  not  the  high  estate 
Of  Kaiser  or  of  Czar. 

Lyd.  Donee  non  alia  magis  Brit.  So  long,  sweet  William, 

Arsisti,  neque  erat  Lydia  post         as  I  reiyned 

Chloen,  Unrivalled  in  thy  breast, 

Multi  Lydia  nominis  Ere  blarneying  Hibernia  gained 

Romana  vigui  clarior  Ilia.  The  throne  I  erst  possessed  ; 

Proud  of  thy  genius  and  thy 
love, 
I  candidly  confess 
I  ranked  Victoria's  realm  above 
The  realm  of  good  Queen 
Bess. 

Hor.  Me  nunc  Thressa  ChloS  Will.  Me  now  Hibernia  holds  in 

regit  thrall, 
Dulces  docta  modos  et  citharae      My  crownless  harpy  Queen  ! 

sciens,  With  her  I  chant   in  Tara's 

Pro  qua  non  metuam  mori,  Hall 

Si  parcent  animae  fata  super-      "The  Wearing  of  the  Green." 
stiti.  For  her  dear  sake  I'd  rant  and 

rail 

At  every  institution, 
Although  such  conduct  should 
entail 
A  sudden  dissolution. 
Lyd.  Me  torret  face  mutua  Brit.  Me  Cecil  fires  with  mutual 

Thurini  Calais  filius  Ornyti,  flame, 
Pro  quo  bis  patiar  mori.  My  masterful  Marquis  '. 

Si  parcent  puero  fata  superstiti.  I  love  him  for  his  noble  name, 
His  ancient  pedigree. 
Tivo  dissolutions  in  two  years 

For  him  I'd  undergo, 
Provided  that  the  House  of 
Peers 

Escaped  an  overthrow. 

Hor.  Quid,  si  priscaredit  Venus,  Will.  Suppose  the  old  familiar 
Diductosque  jugo  cogit  aeneo  ?  fire 

Si  flava  excutitur  Chloe,  Afresh  within  me  burned  ? 

Rejectaeque  patet  janua    Ly-  Suppose  the  lady  and  her  lyre 
diae?  In  weariness  I  spurned? 

What  if  I  bowed  my  Irish  bride 
«      Politely  to  the  door. 

And  swore  uuswervinglv  to 
bide 

With  thee  for  evermore? 
Lyd.  Quanquam  siderepulchrior  Brit.  Though  fairer  than  the 
llle  est,  tu  levior  ci.rtice  et  im-         Star  were  he, 

probo  Than  Hottentot  thou  sabler, 

Iracundior  Hadria,  More  flighty  than  Mid-Cork's 

Tecum    vivere  amem,    tecum  M.P., 

obeam  libens.  Than  Channel  chops  unsta- 

bler  ; 

With  thee  as  guardiau  of  my 
race 

Life's    bliss    anew  would 
bloom, 

With    thee   unfalteringly  I'd 
face 

The  deadly  ding  of  doom. 

C.  L.  G. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  lady  readers 
who  do  not  understand  Latin  (we  know  of 
several  who,  we  are  glad  to  say,  do)  and  who 
are  on  that  account  unable  to  appreciate  the 
fidelity  and  humour  of  the  above  rendering, 
especially  the  first  and  third  lines  of  the  last 
stanza,  we  append,  not  having  any  metrical 


translation  at  hand  to  refer  to,  the  following 
literal  version  of  the  original : — 

Horace  So  long  as  I  was  pleasing  to  you,  ami  no  more 
favoured  youth  was  wont  to  throw  his  arms  around  your  fair 
neck,  I  lived  more  happy  than  the  Persians'  king. 

Lydia.  So  long  as  you  burned  for  no  woman  more  than  me, 
and  Lydia  in  your  love)  did  not  rank  after  Chloe,  I,  Lydia,  of 
high  name,  lived  more  renowned  than  the  Roman  Ilia. 

Horace.  Me  Thracian  Chloe  now  governs,  learned  in  sweet 
measures  and  skilled  upon  the  lyre;  for  her  I  would  not  fear  to 
die,  if  the  Fates  would  spare  her  soul  to  survive  mine. 

Lydia.  Me  Calais,  son  of  Thurian  Ornytus  burns  with  mutual 
torch  :  for  him  twice  would  1  bear  to  die,  if  the  Fates  would 
spare  the  boy  to  survive  me. 

Horace.  What  if  former  love  returned  and  with  a  yoke  of 
brass  joined  us  who  have  been  parted  ?  If  Chloe  with  her 
yellow  hair  is  spurned,  and  the  door  lies  open  to  the  rejected 
Lydia  ? 

Lydia.  Although  he  is  fairer  than  a  star,  and  thou  lighter 
than  a  cork  and  more  passionate  than  the  wicked  Adriatic, 
with  thee  I  should  love  to  live,  with  thee  I  should  gladly  die. 

The  Star  is  the  leading  London  Radical 
evening  paper,  founded  by  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 
and  now  edited  by  Professor  Stuart,  M  P.  for 
Shoreditch.  It  has  a  great  circulation  and 
exercises  immense  influence  in  London.  Mid- 
Cork's  M.P.  is  Dr.  Tanner,  whose  eccentricities 
in  the  House  of  Commons  are  well  known. 
Lord  Salisbury's  unfortunate  and  ill-judged 
allusion  to  the  Irish  people  as  Hottentots  will 
be  remembered. 


CLOTHES  DEALERS  AND  THEIR  WAYS. 

The  Kanda  and  Hachyobori  region  of  Nihon- 
bashi  district,  says  the  Shin-Choya,  are  noted 
for  the  number  of  second-hand-clothes  stores 
that  abound  there.  The  owners  places  are  in 
reality  dealers  in  stolen  goods.  Their  method  of 
procuring  goods  is  ingenious.  When  supplies 
become  slack,  they  make  one  of  their  sub- 
ordinates perpetrate  a  petty  theft  which  lands 
him  in  jail.  There  he  cultivates  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  prisoners,  and  gives  them  to  under- 
stand that  purchasers  of  stolen  goods  on  lucra- 
tive terms  may  always  be  found  at  such  and 
such  places ;  information  which  the  prisoners, 
afler  their  release,  do  not  fail  to  turn  to  good 
account.  Garmen's  coming  into  the  hands  of 
the  Kanda  dealers  are  quickly  ripped  and  re- 
made, so  that  identification  becomes  almost  as 
impossible  as  in  the  case  of  metal  objects  melt- 
ed down.  Moreover,  still  further  to  baffle  the 
police,  clothes  are  seldom  sold  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  districts  where  they  were  stolen, 
the  proceeds  of  provincial  robberies  being  sent 
to  Tokyo  and  vice  versd.  The  dealers  are  on 
the  best  of  terms  with  the  suppliers  of  pilfered 
property,  and  are  always  ready  to  "accommo- 
date" the  latter  to  the  extent  of  a  few  yen  in 
the  event  of  emergencies.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  one  of  the  fraternity  of  dealers  is  arrested, 
his  family  can  count  on  faring  comfortably 
during  the  absence  of  the  bread-winner. 


A  FALLACY. 

What  is  it  that  the  Indian  Government  has  been 
trying  to  do  ?  It  has  been  trying  to  confer  upon 
the  rupee  a  value  in  excess  of  the  market  price 
of  the  silver  it  contains.  It  has  been  trying  to 
legislate  the  rupee  into  a  position  quite  fictitious 
so  far  as  the  rupee's  intrinsic  value  is  concerned. 
When  the  Indian  Government  inaugurated  that 
policy,  it  was  defended  by  the  gold  men. 
Monometallists  indignantly  repudiated  the  idea 
that  any  violation  of  their  pet  principles  had 
been  perpetrated  by  British  financiers.  Yet, 
these  same  monometallists  have  always  sought 
to  crush  bimetallic  opponents  by  heaping  upon 
them  various  forms  of  the  truism  that  laws 
should  never  interfere  with  nature,  and  that 
nothing  could  be  more  improper  or  extravagant 
than  to  seek  to  impart  to  any  metal  by  means 
of  legislation,  a  value  not  intrinsically  belong- 
ing to  it. 

* 

/*  * 

How  did  the  Indian  Government  hope  to  im« 
part  to  the  rupee  a  value  in  excess  of  the  market 
price  of  its  silver?  By  reducing  the  volume  of 
rupees  in  circulation.  That  is  precisely  what 
monometallism  has  been  doing  all  along  for 
gold.  It  has  thrown  upon  one  metal,  and  that 
a  metal  the  supplies  of  which  are  constantly 
diminishing,  the  whole  constantly  increasing 
functions  of  exchange.  Yet  the  monometallists 
pretend  that  the  immense  gulf  now  existing  be- 
tween the  former  and  the  present  gold  prices  of 
silver  is  due  chiefly  to  excessive  production  of 
the  white  metal.    They  do  not  hesitate  to  apply 
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in  practice  to  silver  t he  method  whose  efficacy 
in  ilie  case  of  gold  tliey  have  always  denied,  to 
apply  it  for  the  purpose  of  producing  the  very 
results  with  respect  to  silver  which  ihey  have 
always  denied  its  capability  of  producing  with 
respect  10  gold.  

MISSIONARIES  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

A  Nkw  York  telegram,  under  dale  of  January 
1 8th.  says: — Representatives  of  sixteen  foreign 
missionary  societies  from  as  many  different  de- 
nominations in  almost  every  portion  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  met  in  conference  in 
New  York  to  exchange  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  best  methods  to  adopt  in  the  foreign 
missionary  field.  Rev.  Dr.  C.  H.  Mabie,  of 
Boston,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Development  of 
Self-Supporting  Churches  in  the  Foreign  Field." 
He  said  that  the  missionaries  in  the  foreign 
field  were  altogether  too  fond  of  placing  all 
their  dependence  on  the  treasury  at  home  and 
were  not  content  to  push  their  work  so  they 
might  make  their  churches  self-supporting.  He 
added,  "  they  live  extravagantly  and  build  houses 
and  churches  in  far  better  style  and  appoint- 
ments than  those  which  surround  them.  If  the 
heathen  houses  of  worship  are  of  bamboo, 
bamboo  is  good  enough  for  Christians."  Re- 
solutions were  adopted  for  the  appointment  of 
committees  to  make  investigations  and  propose 
some  plan  at  the  next  conference  by  which 
missions  in  foreign  lands  may  be  made  self- 
supporting.  VVe  (Japan  Mail)  would  be  in- 
terested to  learn  on  what  principle  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Mabie  contends  that  Christian  missionaries 
should  live  down  to  the  absence  of  civilization 
in  the  countries  where  they  work. 


THE  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY. 

The  Shinjuku-Misakicho  road  is  steadily  pro- 
gressing and  it  is  now  definitely  stated  that  it 
will  be  open  to  traffic  some  time  in  June.  Two 
tunnels  have  been  successfully  completed  ;  the 
one  through  the  Ichigaya  Mitsuke,  the  other 
through  that  of  Ushigome.  The  road  is  excel- 
lently and  strongly  constructed  and,  consider- 
ing all  things,  the  work  has  so  far  been  very 
rapidly  carried  on.  The  Misakicho  terminus 
will  be  on  the  former  Misaki  Parade-ground, 
owned  by  Mr.  Iwasaki  Yanosuke.  This  piece 
of  land  is  most  centrally  situated,  lying,  as  it 
does,  at  the  juncture  of  the  Kojimachi,  Kanda, 
Hongo  and  Koishikawa  Districts.  When  the 
line  is  pushed  on  to  Shitaya,  Tokyo  will  have  a 
metropolitan  system  of  rails  very  little  if  at  all 
inferior  to  the  Ringbahn  of  Berlin  or  the  Chemin 
de  Fer  du  Cercle  of  Paris. 


HEADS. 

All  Western  ideas  find  a  practical  echo  in 
Japan  sooner  or  later.  Some  time  ago,  we  for- 
get how  long,  a  London  journal,  probably  the 
Pall  Mall  Gazette,  published  a  schedule  show- 
ing the  sizes  of  the  hats  worn  by  distinguished 
Englishmen,  and  now  a  Japanese  newspaper 
has  followed  suit  for  Japanese  statesmen.  We 
read  that,  as  a  general  rule,  6-f-  is  the  size 
worn  by  the  citizens  of  Tokyo,  but  that  men  of 
note  have  larger  measurements.  Count  Oyama, 
Minister  of  State  for  War,  and  Mr.  Watanabe, 
Minister  of  State  for  Finance,  top  the  list  with 
hats  of  i\.  Next  comes  Count  Soyejima  with 
"]\.  Then  Counts  Inouye  and  Goto,  Viscount 
Nomura  and  Mr.  Ito  Myoji  with  7^,  and  finally 
the  remaining  members  of  the  Cabinet,  together 
with  Count  Katsu  and  Mr.  Kaneko,  who  wear 
sevens.  Counts  Old  and  Higashikuze  are 
lowest  on  the  list,  their  sizes  being  6}  and  6f 
respectively. 


LONGEVITY. 

Insurance  offices  take  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
to  encourage  the  formation  of  fire  brigades  and 
to  guard  against  the  erection  of  insecure  stoves 
on  the  premises  insured.  But  there  is  another 
precaution  which  they  have  hitherto  failed  to 
take  :  they  have  not  entered  any  clause  in  their 
policies  as  to  the  position  of  a  man's  bed  with 
respect  to  the  points  of  the  compass.  Therein, 
however,  lies  the  secret  of  long  life,  according 
to  a  French  physician  who  has  just  died  at  the 
age  of  107.    One  has  only  to  place  one's  bed 


so  that  it  shall  stand  due  north  and  south,  "  in 
(he  direction  of  the  great  magnetic  currents. " 
How  easy  that  is  I  We  may  become  centenari- 
ans if  only  we  sleep  in  a  proper  position.  It  is 
worth  while  to  try  the  experiment.  Scientific 
observers  say  that  the  flow  of  the  electric  cur- 
rent is  more  intense  in  a  northerly  direction 
during  the  night  than  during  the  day.  In  con- 
sidering the  favourable  effects  of  the  current  so 
often  experimented  on,  it  has  become  evident 
that  turning  the  head  towards  the  north  or  rather 
slightly  towards  the  east,  you  are  under  the  best 
conditions  for  having  sound  sleep.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  magnetic  current  on  the  human 
body  was  proved  long  ago,  and,  in  1765,  a 
Doctor  Clarick,  at  Gottingen,  used  to  cure  the 
toothache,  by  turning  to  the  north  the  face  of 
the  person  on  whom  he  operated  and  touching 
the  aching  tooth  with  the  south  pole  of  a  mag- 
netic bar." 


THESE  BE  THY  GODS. 

"  Most  gods,  when  you  trace  them  to  their 
source,1'  says  a  writer  in  the  Comhill  Maga- 
zine, "  have  the  humblest  ori gins.  Half  of  them 
appear  to  have  been  savage  chiefs,  big  stones  or 
dangerous  wild  animals. ''  But  one  of  the  hum- 
blest of  all,  according  to  this  writer,  was  the 
sacred  scarab  of  Egypt.  The  scarab  is  a  com- 
mon dung  beetle.  Its  titles  to  distinction  are 
simple.  In  the  first  place,  it  lays  its  eggs  in  a 
ball  of  manure  the  size  of  which  it  increases  by 
rolling  after  the  manner  of  a  snow-ball.  Then 
it  buries  the  unsavoury  globe.  The  grubs  hatch 
out  underground,  and  live,  during  their  larval 
stage,  upon  the  materials  composing  the  ball.  In 
the  second  place,  there  are  multitudes  of  scarabs; 
such  multitudes  that  they  force  themselves 
upon  observation.  In  the  third  place,  they 
walk  backwards  as  they  roll  their  ball,  and  in 
consequence  meet  with  all  sorts  of  awkward  con- 
tretemps. These  various  credentials  to  deifica- 
tion are  quite  sufficient.  The  Egyptians  never 
suspected  anything  so  commonplace  as  the  pre- 
sence of  eggs  in  the  middle  of  the  dirty  ball. 
What  they  saw  was  an  insect  endowed  with  a 
deeply  religious  feeling,  inspired  with  a  sure 
and  certain  hope  of  a  speedy  resurrection.  The 
pious  scarab  buried  its  ball  of  dung  just  as 
they  themselves  buried  their  mummies,  and 
"  new  scarabs  sprung  from  it  under  the  vivify- 
ing rays  of  the  supreme  Sun-god,  just  as  the 
glorified  body  would  spring,  in  the  end,  from 
the  dried  and  withered  form  of  the  human 
mummy."  That  is  how  the  scarab  was  apotheo- 
sized. And  now  English  ladies  wear  the  old 
Egyptian  insect  gods  to  conciliate  the  deity  of 
good  luck.  Thus  the  world  journeys  along  in 
its  vicious  circle. 


AN  INDUSTRIOUS  INSECT. 

The  worm  is  a  hard  worker.  The  casts  thrown 
up  by  him  annually  on  a  square  mile  of  sur- 
face amount  to  no  less  than  six  thousand  four 
hundred  tons  of  dry  earth.  That  was  Mr.  Dar- 
win's calculation  in  his  latest  book  Vegetable 
Mould  and  Earthworms.  At  this  rate,  as  Mr. 
Darwin  observes,  the  whole  soil  of  the  country 
must  in  a  few  years  pass  through  the  bodies  of 
worms,  thus  undergoing  a  process  of  milling 
which  reduces  its  mineral  matter  to  the  finest 
state  of  subdivision  and  mixes  it  intimately  with 
organic  materials,  subjecting  it  at  the  same 
time  to  chemical  processes  which  greatly  in- 
crease its  fertility.  This  is  a  hard  fact  for  those 
who  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  body. 
Many  of  our  revered  ancestors  must  have  passed 
ere  this  through  the  bodies  of  earthworms. 
Swinburne,  speaking  of  the  moment  that  follows 
death  says : — 

We  shall  know  what  the  darkness  discovers; 
If  the  grave-pit  be  shallow  or  deep ; 
And  our  fathers  of  old  and  their  lovers, 
We  shall  know  if  they  sleep  not,  or  sleep. 

Did  Swinburne  know  anything  of  the  indus- 
trious earthworm  ? 


ALUMINIUM  GROWING  CHEAPER. 

The  price  of  aluminium,  says  the  Engineering 
and  Mining  Journal,  which  a  year  or  so  ago 
declined  to  50  cents  a  pound,  but  subsequently 
rose  to  75  cents  a  pound,  at  which  it  now 
stands,  is  about  to  decline  again  to  lower  figures 


than  ever  befoie  reached.  The  day  in  not  dis- 
tant when  (Iris  interesting  and,  lor  many  pur- 
poses, valuable  metal  will  he  produced  in  what 
would  now  appear  enormous  quantities  at 
prices  which  will  give  it  many  new  uses.  The 
Aluminium  •  Industrie  -  Aclien  -Gesellschaft,  of 
Neuhausen,  in  Switzerland,  informs  us  that  the 
increase  of  its  dynamo  capacity  to  4,000  H.P. 
and  some  improvements  in  the  processes  em- 
ployed, have  enabled  it  to  increase  largely  the 
production  of  aluminium,  and  that  the  price 
from  January  next  will  be  five  francs  per  kilo- 
gram, or  45  cents  per  pound.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that,  owing  to  the  low  specific  gravity 
of  aluminium,  if  equal  bulks,  not  weights,  o(  the 
different  metals  are  taken,  this  price  is  really 
lower  than  that  of  copper  as  recently  as  1890, 
and  is  actually  less  than  that  of  tin  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Such  a  reduction  in  price  is  likely 
to  be  followed  by  a  very  considerable  increase 
in  the  use  of  the  metal  for  various  purposes. 

SILK   IMPORTS  IN  THE  U.S. 

The  imports  of  Raw  Silk  at  the  ports  of  New 
York  and  the  Pacific  Coast  for  January,  1894, 
were  : — 

Bales.  Lbs.  Value. 

NewYoik   406  ...    87,240  ...  $  269,173 

Pacific  Coast    ...  3,595  ...  476,440  ...  1,687.886 

4,001  ...  563.680  ...  $1,957,059 
Imports  of  Cocoons  and  Waste,  in  the  same 
period  : — 

New  York   507  ..,  162,550  ...  %  82,758 

THE  N  EG  I SH I  MURDEKS. 

The  two  men  Oka  Junji  (42),  and  his  son, 
Hiroyama  Taisuke  (21),  who  have  been  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  being  the  men  who  broke  into 
the  Buddhist  temple  at  Negishi  and  committed 
the  dastardly  murders  there,  were  brought  up 
in  the  Public  Procurator's  Bureau  in  the  Yoko- 
hama Chiho  Saibansho  on  Tuesday,  and  pri- 
vately examined.  The  men  resided  at  No.  951, 
Negishi-mura. 

A  COINCIDENCE. 

On  the  last  trip  of  the  steamship  Tacoma  from 
the  Orient  to  Victoria  and  the  Sound,  says  an 
American  exchange, acurious  incident  occurred. 
She  crossed  the  180th  meridian,  where  ship- 
masters coming  east  always  add  an  additional 
day  to  their  calendar,  on  January  1st,  and  all  on 
board  enjoyed  the  very  rare  novelty  of  two  New 
Year's  days  occurring  together. 

THE  TOKYO  STUDENTS. 

It  appears  that  drink  was  responsible  for  the 
rirfle  conduct  of  the  students  who  annoyed 
Messrs.  Chiossone  and  Braccialini  on  Sunday 
evening.  The  six  youths  arrested  were  all  under 
the  influence  of  liquor.  They  had  been  dining 
too  well.  This  fact  imparls  a  different  aspect 
to  the  affair. 

THE  BOYCOTTERS'  WATCHMEN. 

In  consequence  of  the  police  forbidding  the 
placing  of  watchmen  in  front  of  the  premises 
of  the  two  boycotted  foreign  firms,  Messrs. 
Samuel,  Samuel  &  Co.  and  A.  S.  Rosenthal  & 
Co.,  the  watchmen  have  taken  to  patrolling  the 
streets,  thus,  in  a  measure,  evading  the  letter  of 
the  law. 

A  VENERABLE   CHINESE  DAME. 

An  old  lady  of  Tungkuang,  Kuangtung  pro- 
vince, China,  aged  104,  who  has  seen  seven 
generations  of  her  descendants,  has  been  made 
the  recipient  of  TIs.  10  and  apiece  of  silk  from 
His  Majesty's  own  stock,  as  an  Imperial  re- 
cognition of  her  great  age  and  prosperity. 

OPENING  OF  TIENTSIN. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  inst.,  a  telegram 
was  received  at  Shanghai  from  Tientsin  stating 
that  the  Peiho  was  clear  of  ice  and  that  vessels 
could  be  despatched  at  once.  The  Shanghai 
steamers  will  not  leave  Shanghai  till  the  4th  of 
next  month. 

THE  IMPERIAL  SILVER  WEDDING  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

On  Friday's  Offical  Gazette  has  a  notification 
issued  by  the  Minister  of  Communications  to 
the  effect  that  the  Silver  Wedding  2-sen  and  <$-sen 
postage  stamps  will  be  issued  on  the  9th  inst. 
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THE  BANK  OF  CHINA,  JAPAN,  AND 
THE  STRAITS,  LIMITED. 

THE  numerous  shareholders  of  the  Bank 
of  China,  Japan,  and  the  Straits, 
Limited,  in  Yokohama  and  Tokyo  must  be 
very  anxious  for  information  that  will  ena- 
ble them  to  reconcile  the  official  telegraphic 
news  published  in  these  columns  yesterday 
with  the  statement  wired  to  a  Hongkong 
journal  and  reproduced  by  us  simulta- 
neously with  the  official  intimation.  Ac- 
cording to  the  latter,  the  annual  meeting 
had  been  held  on  the  25th  and  had  passed 
off  quite  satisfactorily  ;  according  to  the 
former,  there  had  been  a  net  profit  of 
£18,000  on  the  Bank's  working  for  the 
year,  but  a  total  loss  of  £137,100  on  ex- 
change and  otherwise.  The  same  tele- 
gram further  says  that  the  Eastern  assets 
remain  at  3s.  for  the  dollar  and  is.  4fd. 
for  the  rupee.  We  find  it  difficult  to 
understand  the  telegram.  More  detailed 
figures  received  by  the  North  China  Daily 
News,  indicate  that  the  sum  of  £18,400  is 
the  net  profit  on  actual  working,  against 
£34,800  similarly  realized  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  As  for  the  total  £137,100,  it  is 
made  up  of  two  sums,  namely,  £80,600 
loss  by  exchange,  and  £56,500  other  losses. 
Evidently  these  are  not  losses  properly 
belonging  to  the  working  account.  It  is 
conjectured  that  they  were  incurred  in  the 
process  of  realizing  loans,  advances,  and 
mortgages  made  on  a  silver  basis,  which 
had  undergone  serious  shrinkage  pending 
maturity  in  consequence  of  the  violent  fall 
in  the  gold  price  of  silver.  But  that  is 
a  hypothetical  explanation.  A  sum  of 
£2,000  was  carried  over  from  last  year's 
account,  and  this,  together  with  the  profit 
of  £18,400,  being  deducted  from  the  gross 
losses,  shows  a  net  loss  of  £116,700, 
which  amount  is  specifically  mentioned  in 
the  North  China  Daily  News'  telegram. 
But  it  is  further  added  that  the  Eastern 
assets  remain  at  3s.  for  the  dollar  and  is. 
4fd.  for  the  rupee.  Last  year  the  whole 
of  the  Bank's  Reserve  Fund  of  £220,000 
had  to  be  appropriated  to  writing  down 
the  Eastern  funds  of  the  Bank  to  the  above 
sterling  values,  which  are  now  more  than 
thirty  per  cent,  too  high.  Were  the  Bank 
to  undertake  the  operation  of  writing 
down  its  Eastern  funds  to  their  actual 
sterling  value  at  present,  a  sum  of  at  least 
a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  purpose.  The  prospect  is 
decidedly  gloomy,  if  these  figures  be  cor- 
rect. Many  persons  had  been  buoying 
themselves  up  with  a  hope  that  when  the 
Bank's  accounts  for  1893  were  published, 
they  would  be  found  to  include  a  large  sum 
said  to  have  been  realized  by  exchange 
operations  on  the  Indian  market.  But 
there  is  no  indication  of  anything  of  the 
kind.  Exchange  has,  in  truth,  been 
the  bete  noir  of  the  Bank.  In  the  se- 
quel of  its  first  year's  working,  as  the 
Trust  and  Loan  Company,  it  paid  a  dividend 
of  £8  on  each  £l  founder's  share  and  16 
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per  cent,  to  the  ordinary  shareholders, 
carrying  £55,000  to  Reserve.  At  the  end 
of  the  second  year,  as  the  Bank  of  China, 
Japan,  and  the  Straits,  Limited,  it  paid  8 
per  cent,  to  the  shareholders,  and  raised 
its  Reserve  to  £223,629,  by  adding  to  it 
the  premia  on  an  issue  of  100,000  new- 
shares.  At  the  end  of  the  third  year,  no 
dividend  was  paid,  and  the  whole  Reserve 
Fund  was  appropriated  to  write  down  the 
Eastern  funds  to  sterling  values  then 
approximately  correct.  At  the  end  of 
the  fourth  year,  there  is  a  net  loss  of 
£116,700,  and  the  Eastern  funds  stand 
at  30  per  cent,  above  their  actual  sterling 
values.  Assuming  these  figures  to  be 
right — and  we  do  not  pretend  to  vouch  for 
them — the  shareholders  will  naturally  be 
anxious  to  know  the  purpose  for  which 
a  further  call  was  made  upon  them  last 
year.  The  impression  conveyed  by  the 
document  making  the  call  was  that  capi- 
tal was  required  for  the  purpose  of  un- 
dertaking exchange  operations,  a  branch 
of  business  hitherto  lying  beyond  the 
sphere  of  the  Bank's  working.  But,  in 
face  of  the  figures  given  above,  there 
will  certainly  be  a  disposition  to  con- 
clude that  the  call  was  designed  to  cover 
losses  rather  than  to  provide  capital 
for  a  new  departure  in  business.  It  is 
true  that  the  already  paid-up  capital  of 
the  Bank  would  probably  suffice  not  only 
to  meet  last  year's  losses,  but  also  to  write 
down  the  Eastern  assets  to  true  sterling 
values,  and  last  year's  call  may  therefore 
havebeen  described  with  literalcorrectuess 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  capital  for  new  and 
extended  business.  Still  people  will  natural- 
ly be  inclined  to  argue  that  had  not  losses 
been  incurred,  there  need  not  have  been 
any  call,  and  that,  consequently,  the 
genuine  object  of  the  call  was  not  ex- 
plained with  perfect  frankness.  We  trust 
that  fuller  details  may  dispel  all  these 
disquieting  conclusions  and  hypotheses. 
Meanwhile  it  appears  that  silver  has 
dragged  the  Bank  a  long  way  down  hill, 
and  that  silver  only  can  pull  it  up  again 
with  corresponding  activity.  There  is, 
however,  no  discernible  probability  that 
any  disasters  like  those  resulting  from  ex- 
change in  1893  will  have  to  be  encounter- 
ed in  1894.  But  is  there  much  hope  of 
profits  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  losses  of 
last  year  and  leave  a  dividend  for  this  ? 


MR.  DRUMMOND. 
 ♦  

TH  E  H  on  gkon  g  Daily  Press  has  a  stron  g 
article  on  the  subject  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  Shanghai  Branch  of  the 
China  Association  against  Mr.  DRUMMOND. 
The  main  point  made  by  our  colonial 
contemporary — a  point  that  must  have 
struck  every  moderate  man  on  reading 
the  proceedings  of  the  Association — is 
that  two  serious  charges  were  publicly 
preferred  against  Mr.  DRUMMOND  with- 
out a  particle  of  evidence  to  support 
them,  the  charges  themselves  being  couch- 
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ed  in  language  so  vague  that  Mr.  DRUM- 
MOND was  virtually  precluded  from  any 
attempt  to  rebut  them.  To  say  that  a 
man  has  :<  so  thoroughly  identified  himself 
with  the  Chinese  and  with  Chinese  interests 
as  to  be  incapable  of  giving  trustworthy 
and  disinterested  advice  to  HER  MAJESTY'S 
Minister  or  to  a  British  Consul,"  and  to 
say  that  he  has  "  failed  to  secure  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  community" — 
these  assertions  are,  after  all,  mere  expres- 
sions of  opinion  against  which  any  protest 
of  Mr.  DRUMMOND's  must  be  as  futile  as 
every  effort  to  controvert  them  would  be 
impossible.  The  Association  could  not 
have  chosen  a  crueller  fashion  of  attack, 
and  it  of  course  laid  itself  open  to  the  re- 
proach of  having  deliberately  placed  the 
affair  on  an  ex-parte  basis.  Such,  in 
effect,  is  what  the  Hongkong  Daily  Press 
says,  and  we  confess  that  the  perusal  of 
an  article  so  outspoken  and  courageous 
fills  us  with  respect  for  our  contemporary. 
Seldom,  very  seldom,  does  any  newspaper 
in  the  East  venture  to  raise  its  voice 
against  the  view  of  the  majority.  LOWELL'S 
admirable  sentiment, 

They  are  slaves  who  would  not  be 
In  the  right  witli  two  or  three, 

represents  a  creed  virtually  unknown  in 
Eastern  journalistic  circles.  What  the 
majority  thinks,  that  the  journalist  echoes. 
He  does  not  propose  to  himself  the  role 
of  softening  prejudices  or  removing  race 
antipathies.  Rather  does  he  endeavour 
to  accentuate  the  one  and  deepen  the 
other.  Who  shall  blame  him  ?  There  are 
familiar  records  that  tell  what  must  be  ex- 
pected by  any  man  venturing  to  judge  an 
Eastern  people  and  their  civilization  with 
friendly  eyes.  GORDON  of  Khartoum  sum- 
med up  those  records  when  he  said  that 
such  a  man  could  not  live  among  any 
foreign  community  in  the  Orient :  he  would 
be  hounded  to  death.  The  journalist 
understands  that  perfectly  well.  He  has 
to  make  his  choice  at  the  outset  between 
the  esteem  of  the  few  that  love  justice 
and  respect  moral  independence,  and  the 
applause  of  the  many  that  regard  as  an 
opponent  every  one  who  is  not  a  blind 
partisan.  Naturally  he  casts  in  his  lot 
with  the  many,  for  though  the  commercial 
advantage  of  doing  so  may  not  greatly 
weigh  with  him,  the  desire  to  be  well  with 
his  fellows,  to  play  the  pleasant  part  of 
their  perpetual  champion,  to  earn  the  re- 
putation of  practising  a  patriotism  too 
ardent  to  be  discriminating,  sways  him 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  At  rare 
and  long  intervals,  so  rare  as  to  be  memor- 
able, does  he  venture  to  set  his  own 
judgment  against  that  of  the  multitude. 
The  Hongkong  Daily  Press\\z.s  done  so  on 
this  occasion  and  we  venture  to  congratu- 
late it.  But  it  will  suffer  for  its  indepen- 
dence. It  is  on  record  how  things  fared 
with  a  newspaper  in  this  Settlement  when 
it  ventured  to  point  out  the  illogical  and 
unreasonable  character  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  a  general  meeting  of  Yokohama 
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residents  a  few  years  ago.  A  group  of 
Englishmen  formed  themselves  into  a 
Committee  and  went  round  the  Settlement 
urging  people  to  withdraw  their  subscrip- 
tions and  advertisements  from  that  paper. 
No  journal,  according  to  their  creed, 
should  he  subscribed  for  or  advertised  in 
unless  it  agreed  to  subserve  its  own 
judgment  to  the  voice  of  the  majority,  to 
slavishly  echo  their  sentiments  and  applaud 
their  proceedings.  Anything  more  un- 
English,  more  unmanly,  could  scarcely  be 
conceived.  It  was  to  that  kind  of  thine 
that  General  GORDON  alluded  when  he 
spoke  of  a  man  being  hounded  to  death 
who  dared  to  oppose  race  prejudices  in  a 
foreign  community  in  the  Orient.  Let  us 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  liberty  of  thought  and 
independence  of  opinion,  that  Hongkong  is 
larger  than  Yokohama. 

But  much  as  we  admire  the  courage  of 
our  colonial  contemporary,  we  cannot 
endorse  its  verdict.  It  appears  to  us  that 
the  Shanghai  branch  of  the  China  Associa- 
tion carefully  restricted  itself  to  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  and  that  it  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  adopt  that  course.  Every 
community  is  entitled  to  say  whether  one 
of  its  members  enjoys  general  respect  and 
confidence  and  whether  the  majority  re- 
gard him  as  competent  to  discharge 
certain  functions.  Public  respect  and 
confidence,  are  things  of  slow  growth 
They  may  be  forfeited  much  more  quick- 
ly than  they  can  be  earned,  and  it  is 
often  just  as  difficult  to  say  why  a  man 
possesses  them  as  to  explain  how  he  has 
lost  them.  The  meeting  in  Shanghai  was 
absolutely  unanimous  in  declaring  that  Mr. 
Drummond  had  failed  to  secure  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  community. 
Those  present  may  not  have  been  warranted 
in  constituting  themselves  representatives 
of  the  whole  community  for  such  a  purpose, 
but  they  certainly  were  warranted  in 
speaking  on  their  own  account,  and  we 
do  not  see  why  they  should  have  been 
expected  to  be  more  explicit  than  they 
were.  To  say  that  they  "  endeavoured  by 
inuendo  and  insinuation  to  damage  a  man 
against  whom  individually  and  collectively 
they  were  afraid  or  unable  to  bring  any 
definite  charge,"  appears  to  us  a  harsh  and 
unjustifiable  condemnation.  It  must  be 
granted,  indeed,  that  the  Shanghai  meet- 
ing showed  no  manner  of  consideration 
for  Mr.  DRUMMOND,  and  did  not  even 
attempt  the  task  which  the  bitterest  parlia- 
mentary politicians  impose  on  themselves 
when  they  introduce  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence,  namely,  the  task  of  expound- 
ing and  justifying  their  views.  But  it  may 
fairly  be  suspected  that  if  parliamentary 
politicians  could  count  on  an  unanimous 
vote. as  the  Shanghai  meeting  could,  they 
would  be  far  less  punctilious.  If,  however, 
we  cannot  agree  to  condemn  the  meet- 
ing's methods,  we  do  emphatically  think 
that  it  invited  a  fiasco.  The  Crown  Ad- 
vocate in  Shanghai  has  two  functions 
to  perform  ;  to  prosecute  on  behalf  of 


the  Sovereign  and  to  give  legal  advice 

to  HER  MAJESTY'S  Minister  or  Consuls  if 
required.  As  to  the  latter,  the  British  Go- 
vernment is  obviously  the  sole  and  only 
judge  of  a  barrister's  competence  to  advise 
its  officials,  and  as  to  the  former,  its  due 
discharge  is  in  no  wise  dependent  on 
enjoying  the  "respect  and  confidence  of 
the  community,"  or  on  being  "  identified 
with  the  Chinese  and  Chinese  interests." 
We  prophesy  that  Mr.  DRUMMOND  will 
be  appointed  Acting  Crown  Advocate  in 
the  teeth  of  the  meeting's  protests,  and  it 
surprises  us  that  proceedings  so  plainly 
destined  to  be  futile  should  have  been 
taken  by  such  a  body  of  men  as  the  Shang- 
hai branch  of  the  China  Association. 


JAPAN  AND  THE  SEAL  FISHERIES. 
 ♦  

SEVERAL  announcements  have  recent- 
ly been  published  in  American  news- 
papers respecting  the  intentions  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  matter 
ofguardingand  preserving  the  seal  fisheries 
of  Behring  Sea.  The  information  is  de- 
rived chiefly  from  Washington,  and  in 
most  cases  appears  to  be  officially  sent 
forth.  It  is  evident  that  the  preparations 
for  the  coming  season  are  proceeding  on 
an  unusually  extensive  scale.  A  fleet  of 
at  least  ten  ships  will  rendezvous  at  San 
Francisco  in  April,  and  will  start  for  their 
appointed  stations  on  the  line  of  migration 
at  the  beginning  of  May.  Others  will 
follow  later,  as  the  necessity  for  strict 
watchfulness  increases.  The  harbours 
along  the  American  shore  will  be  kept 
under  surveillance  by  steam  launches,  and 
for  certain  purposes  the  services  of  mer- 
chant coastwise  steamers  will  be  brought 
into  requisition.  The  signs  of  activity, 
even  at  the  close  of  January,  were  suffi- 
cient to  excite  the  liveliest  apprehensions 
of  the  poaching  fraternity,  some  of  whom 
professed  to  believe  that  the  collectors  of 
customs  at  Canadian  and  American  ports 
had  been  instructed  to  refuse  clearances  to 
all  suspected  persons.  In  consequence 
of  this  belief  numbers  of  ships,  it  was  re- 
ported, had  hurriedly  left  Victoria  and 
San  Francisco,  and  others  were  getting 
ready  for  immediate  departure,  notwith- 
standing the  improbability  that  any  seals 
could  be  caught  for  months  to  come. 

In  one  of  the  notifications  purporting 
to  emanate  from  the  State  Department  at 
Washington,  reference  is  made  to  an  al- 
leged promise  of  cooperation  by  Japan  in 
the  work  of  protecting  the  fisheries.  Mr. 
GRESHAM  is  reported  to  have  stated  that 
the  Japanese  Government  had  signified 
its  willingness  to  take  any  desired  steps 
toward  preventing  the  slaughter  of  seals, 
even  to  the  extent  of  sending  a  fleet  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  ships  of  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  Russia. 
This  assertion,  unaccompanied  by  expla- 
nations of  any  sort,  is  calculated  to  convey 
a  totally  erroneous  impression.  What- 
ever Mr.  GRESHAM  may  think  upon  the 


subject, — and,  doubtless,  his  wish  is  father 
to  the  thought — there  can  be  no  wan.int 
for  the  declaration  that  Japan  has  agreed 
to  add  her  naval  strength  to  the  forces 
about  to  be  employed  in  Behring  Sea. 
That  she  may  eventually  be  persuaded  to 
do  so  is  possible  ;  but  the  announcement 
that  she  has  already  given  her  consent  is 
certainly  premature. 

By  one  of  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty 
concluded  between  England  and  America 
on  February  19th,  1892,  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  contracting  Powers  should  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  adhesion  of  other 
nations  to  such  regulations  as  might  be 
enacted  by  the  Paris  Court  of  Arbitration 
for  the  proper  preservation  of  the  sealing 
industry.    There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  United  States  promptly  recognized  the 
importance  of  enlisting  Japan  as  an  ally, 
and  that  advances  to  that  end  were  made  in 
the    regular  diplomatic   course.  Under 
existing  circumstances  there  is  nothing  to 
restrain  ships  which  fly  the  Japanese  flag 
from  cruising  at  will  in  the  waters  forbidden 
to  American  and  English  sealers,  and  if 
the  Imperial  authorities  could  be  induced 
to  issue  and  enforce  a  prohibitory  decree| 
it  would  obviously  be  to  the  advantage  of 
Mr.  GRESHAM'S  countrymen.    But  nations 
are  not  accustomed,  nor  are  they  expected, 
to  render  services  of  this  magnitude  gratui- 
tously.   Japan  has  interests  of  her  own  to 
consider,  and  although  little  has  yet  been 
done  toward  their  development,  she  looks 
forward  to  a  time  when  her  northern  islands 
may  supply  the  material  for  a  prosperous 
industry.    The  waters  of  Yezo  and  the 
Kurile  chain  are  constantly  liable  to  in- 
vasion by  foreigners,  and  when   she  is 
requested  to  join  in   the  labour  of  con- 
serving the  fisheries  of  other  countries, 
she  naturally  regards  herself  as  entitled 
to  similar  good  offices  at  their  hands.  If 
the  Powers  now  pledged  to  abide  by  the 
Paris  regulations  would  make  Japan  an 
equal  party  in  their  agreement,  and  would 
execute  a  joint  Convention  by  which  each 
should  be  bound  to  uphold  the  rights  of 
all,  the  cordial  and  earnest  cooperation  of 
this  Government  might  safely  be  reckoned 
upon.    Probably  the  United  States,  whose 
citizens  have  more  to  gain  or  lose  in  con- 
nection with  the  fisheries  than  those  of 
any  other  country,   would  welcome  the 
prospect  of  a  mutual  compact,  and  it  may 
be  that  Great  Britain,  though  less  directly 
concerned,  would  also  find  the  arrange- 
ment convenient.     But  as  matters  stand, 
there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  Japan 
should  incur  trouble  and  expense  solely 
for  the  benefit  of  her  neighbours,  nor  can 
she  fairly  be  asked  to  assist  in  checking 
the  depredations  from  which  they  suffer 
unless    they   are  disposed  to  contribute 
like   assistance    where    she    requires  it. 
Interests  which  are  identical  in  character, 
if  not  in  degree,  may  properly  be  fostered 
by  concert  of  action.  At  present,  no  action 
of  any  kind  is  obligatory  upon  the  Japan- 
ese, but  we  believe  that  they  are  quite 
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ready  to  participate  in  operations  for  the 
common  welfare,  and  that  if  a  satisfactory 
reciprocal  Treaty  is  signed,  they  will  lose 
110  time  in  applying  themselves  to  their 
shareofthe  duty  with  diligence  and  energy. 


THE  GILDED  AGE  OF  PRIZE-FIGHT- 
ING. 
 ♦  

IN  the  revulsion  of  feeling  which  follow- 
ed the  memorable  prize-fight  between 
HEENAN  and  SAYERS,  thirty-five  years 
ago,  the  infallible  organs  of  public 
opinion  in  England  and  America  solemnly 
proclaimed  that  the  days  of  pugilism  were 
ended,  and  that  the  outraged  instincts  of 
humanity  would  never  again  tolerate  so 
foul  an  affront  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  A  few  years  later  all 
Britain  was  ablaze  with  excitement  over 
the  contest  of  HEENAN  and  KING,  and  on 
the  morning  after  their  meeting  it  was 
announced  in  The  Times,  with  a  so- 
briety transcending  that  of  a  bench  of 
judges,  that  prize-fighting  was  then  and 
forever  dead,  and  utterly  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  resuscitation.  "  As  well  hope  to 
revive  the  sports  of  the  arena,"  was  the 
line  appended  by  Mr.  DELANE,  with  his 
own  hand,  to  the  leading  journal's  report 
of  the  savage  encounter.  Likewise  in  the 
United  States,  no  battle  of  famous  boxers 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has 
failed  to  call  forth  the  most  eloquent  de- 
nunciations,— after  it  was  over, — accom- 
panied by  the  stereotyped  assurance  that 
this  particular  diversion  of  depravity  could 
no  longer  stand  against  the  wrath  of  a 
long-suffering  community.  Yet  in  spite 
of  all  these  protestations  the  prize-ring  re- 
mains a  fixed  "  institution  ;  "  desperate  and 
sometimes  fatal  combats  are  of  annual  oc- 
currence ;  and  the  men  engaged  in  them 
are  elevated  to  something  more  than  no- 
toriety,— to  a  species  of  distinction  which 
surrounds  them  with  an  abnormal  glamour, 
and  actually  makes  them  popular,  for  a 
season,  not  only  among  their  own  class, 
but  often  in  every  grade  of  society. 

It  might  be  profitable  for  moralists  to 
inquire  into  the  reasons  why  a  "  sport "  so 
revolting  in  its  characteristics  should  be 
regarded  with  eager  interest,  if  not  with  ap- 
proval, by  a  large  proportion  of  the  public. 
The  convenient  argument  of  original  sin 
and  natural  depravity  will  scarcely  serve 
in  this  instance.  There  may  be  a  certain 
survival  of  barbarity  in  the  best  of  us,  but 
we  have  at  least  advanced  beyond  the 
spurious  civilization  of  Rome,  which  re- 
joiced in  exhibitions  of  carnage  for  the 
sake  of  carnage,  and  whose  climax  of 
gratification  was  the  reversal  of  the  thumb 
at  the  critical  point  of  a  gladiatorial  fray. 
The  attraction  of  the  prize-fight  is  not, 
except  to  the  prize-fighting  order,  of  the 
kind  that  would  inspire  a  longing  to 
witness  it  at  short  range.  The  interest 
of  modern  society  is,  we  apprehend, 
attributable  to  causes  with  which  the 
odious  features  of  the  "sport"  have  no 


concern,  and  some  of  which  may  be 
easily  divined.  Fifty  years  ago  a  fisti- 
cuff match  was  among  the  lowest  and  most 
obscure  of  events.  It  appealed  only  to  a 
vicious  element  of  the  populace,  and  if  no 
change  had  taken  place  in  its  methods  and 
management,  it  would  remain  to-day  what 
it  formerly  was — a  revel  of  sheer  brutality. 
But  it  began  to  take  on  a  different  shape 
when  men  were  pitted  against  one  another 
in  a  way  that  made  them  the  representa- 
tives of  diverse  or  antagonistic  opinions, 
on  a  broad  scale.  The  new  era  of  the  ring 
came  in  when  HEENAN  and  SAYERS  were 
set  to  batter  and  maul  one  another  in  a 
spirit  of  national  rivalry.  Their  fight  was 
no  more  entitled  to  public  sanction  than 
any  that  had  preceded  it,  but  it  was 
adroitly  planned  to  stimulate  a  feeling  that 
is  always  quick  in  asserting  itself,  and 
under  the  influence  of  this  feeling  it  be- 
came the  absorbing  topic  of  the  period. 
The  present  generation  can  hardly  realize 
to  what  excess  the  excitement  rose  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The 
disreputable  nature  of  the  contest  was 
overlooked,  and  nothing  was  considered 
but  the  preposterous  assumption  that  Eng- 
land and  America  were  arrayed  against 
each  other  in  a  struggle  for  mastery.  Slight 
heed  was  given  to  the  circumstance  that  the 
self-constituted  champions  of  these  great 
nations  were  a  pair  of  lawless  ruffians, 
unworthy  of  citizenship  in  any  but  a  com- 
monwealth of  criminals  and  desperadoes. 
They  were,  at  the  moment,  accepted  at 
their  own  rating,  and  the  avocations  of 
the  English-speaking  race  were  well-nigh 
suspended  on  the  day  when  they  met  to 
maintain  with  their  fists,  in  a  sixteen-foot 
ring,  the  honour  and  glory  of  their  respec- 
tive countries.  Few  of  the  millions  who 
watched  for  the  result  knew  what  a  prize- 
fight really  meant.  Not  men  alone,  but 
women  and  children,  shared  the  universal 
delirium.  The  horrible  side  of  the  affair,— 
the  awful  butchery,  the  hideous  disfigure- 
ments, the  crushed  and  mangled  features, 
the  quivering  bodies  slashed  with  gore, 
and  the  murderous  ferocity  of  the  mob  in 
attendance,  which  the  spectators  of  that 
scene  cannot  even  now  recall  without  a 
shudder  of  disgust,  all  this  touched  no 
chord  of  aversion,  and  was  not  admitted 
to  the  consciousness  of  the  expectant  mul- 
titudes, who  cared  for  nothing  but  to  learn 
the  name  of  the  conqueror,  and  whose  sole 
lament  was  that,  after  all,  the  victory  re- 
mained undecided. 

It  was  an  event  full  of  valuable  les- 
sons to  the  fraternity  of  bruisers — lessons 
from  which  those  who  live  by  pugilism 
have  not  failed  to  gather  wisdom.  Since 
that  occasion  the  leaders  of  the  craft  have 
been  careful  to  bring  into  prominence  men 
through  whom  some  appeal  to  real  or  ficti- 
tious sentiment  could  be  made.  The  de- 
vice of  opposing  one  nationality  to  another 
has  been  the  most  frequently  employed, 
because  it  can  be  put  in  operation  with 
the  least  difficulty.   Sometimes  a  Canadian 


is  measured  against  a  Yankee  ;  sometimes 
an  Australian  is  brought  into  the  Ameri- 
can field.    The  animosities  of  sections  are 
successfully  exploited,  as  when  the  north- 
ern rough  stands  up  before  the  southern 
tough.    Prejudices  of  colour  are  effectively 
aroused  by  contriving  a  bout  between  a 
negro  and  a  white  man.    Whenever  any- 
thing is  offered  that  the  imagination  can 
work  upon,  the  public  is  sure  to  respond. 
Laws  against    prize-fighting   are    of  no 
avail  in  such  cases,  no  matter  how  ear- 
nest or  genuine  may  be   the  efforts  to 
enforce  them.    If  the  police  are  too  per- 
sistently   troublesome,    as    they  threat- 
ened to  be  in  England   when  SULLIVAN 
and   MITCHELL  were   the  principals,  a 
sudden  migration  to   adjacent  territory 
takes  place,  and  the  fight  goes  on  in  France 
or  elsewhere.    So  long  as  the  parties  are 
aware  that  they  have  the  support  of  a 
considerable  number  of  the  community, 
nothing  can  deter  them.    No  one  doubts 
that  the  Governor  of  Florida  did  his  best 
to  prevent  the  recent  match  between  COR- 
BETT  and  MITCHELL.    He  strained  the  law 
to  its  extremest  tension,  and  kept  detach- 
ments of  the  State  Militia  under  arms  for 
several  days,  with  the  purpose  of  occupying 
any  ground  that  should  be  chosen  for  the 
encounter;    but   he   was   not  cordially 
seconded,  even  by  his  own  subordinates, 
and  the  game  was  carried  through  with 
virtually  no  attempt  at  concealment.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  favoured  it. 
Not  all  of  them,  of  course,  but  enough  to 
satisfy  the  law-breakers  that  they  would 
not  be  seriously  molested.    It  was  one 
more  of  the  celebrated  "international" 
combats,  this  time  with  pleasing  embellish- 
ments, MITCHELL  being  the  Englishman 
who  fought  Sullivan  "to  a  draw,"  some 
years  ago,  and  CORBETT  the  American 
who  first  pounded  SULLIVAN  to  the  extre- 
mity of  humiliation.  The  usual  burlesques 
of  patriotic  ardour  were  resorted  to,  and 
one  of  the  contestants  was  paraded  as 
a  claimant  to  sympathy  on  a  novel  and 
highly  original  ground, — that  of  being  a 
cultivated  gentleman.    He  drinks  nothing 
stronger  than  milk;  he  swears  less  than 
the  average  boxer  ;  he  can  dance  other 
steps  than  those  practised  in  the  ring;  he 
is  married  to  a  pretty  ex-schoolmistress, 
and  he  brushes  his  hair  erect  over  his 
forehead.    Consequently  he  is  "  Dashing 
Dandy  CORBETT  "  and  "  Pompadour  JlM." 
Owing  to  his  possession  of  these  titles,  he 
seems  to  have  been  regarded  in  the  light 
of  a  lustrous  ornament,  and  the  praises  of 
his  elegant  demeanour  have  been  sounded 
all  over  the  States.    But  the  reports  of 
the  fight  show  that  this  model  of  deport- 
ment  was   transformed    into   a  raging 
madman  as  soon  as  he  had  MITCHELL  in 
his  power,  and  that  if  he  had  not  been 
forcibly  restrained  he  would  probably  have 
killed  his  antagonist  out-right.    It  takes 
very  little  scratching  to  get  below  the 
graciousness  and  refinement  of  a  heavy 
weight  prize-fighter. 
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"  Pompadour  JlM  "  will  now  be  an  ob- 
ject of  nunc  admiration  than  is  good  for 
him  or  the  country  to  which  he  belongs. 
He  is  booked  for  a  series  of  future  battles, 
and  while  he  can  maintain  his  supremacy, 
prize-fighting  will  flourish  without  obstruc- 
tion. Even  should  he  be  defeated,  the 
"  sport  "  will  hold  its  own,  with  a  new 
favourite  as  the  central  star.  The  trick  of 
investing  a  prospective  champion  with 
fabulous  attributes,  and  thus  inflaming 
popular  curiosity,  can  be  played  indefi- 
nitely; and  the  press,  to  its  discredit,  is 
always  ready  to  encourage  each  repetition 
of  the  fraud.  Through  its  agency  John  L. 
SULLIVAN,  a  creature  apparently  without 
a  redeeming  trait  to  balance  his  vices, 
was  made  to  appear  a  citizen  of  credit,  as 
well  as  renown.  When  he  was  dislodged 
from  his  pedestal,  CORBETT  was  exalted 
to  the  succession,  and  given  a  pictur- 
esque prominence  among  the  lofty  of  the 
land.  Statesmen  of  the  first  rank  may 
occasionally  command  equal  considera- 
tion, but  as  a  rule  his  only  rivals  are  a 
few  particularly  notorious  actors  and 
actresses.  Of  all  the  faults  and  follies 
that  can  be  charged  against  American 
journalism,  this  flaunting  of  vulgar  crimi- 
nals like  CORBETT  and  SULLIVAN  into 
notoriety  is  surely  not  the  least  grave. 
It  is  true  that  after  each  fight  a  per- 
functory sermon  is  preached,  and  the 
evils  of  the  ring  are  set  forth  in  vehe- 
ment though  conventional  phrases,  with 
predictions  that  no  further  violations  of 
the  law  will  be  adventured.  But  these 
pretences  no  longer  deceive  anybody,  if, 
indeed,  they  ever  did.  Prize-fighting  will 
never  be  checked  while  it  is  so  ingeniously 
conducted  as  to  captivate  the  humour  of 
the  careless  and  unthinking  majority,  and 
is  actually  if  not  avowedly  promoted  by 
the  most  widely  circulated  newspapers  of 
the  United  States. 


"SOME  ONE  HAS  BLUNDERED." 
-  ♦  

THE  papers  by  the  last  Canadian  Mail 
contain  full  particulars  of  what  is  just- 
ly and  generally  termed  the  deplorable  oc- 
currence in  West  Africa,  in  which  British 
and  French  troops  came  into  collision 
with  the  most  lamentable  results,  on  the 
early  morning  of  the  23rd  of  December 
last,  at  a  place  called  Warina.  It  is,  at 
the  same  time,  quite  evident  that  even  the 
great  London  Daily  Papers,  with  all  the 
sources  of  information  that  are  at  their  dis- 
posal, could  furnish  but  the  vaguest  in- 
formation either  of  the  geography  of  the 
locality  or  of  the  more  remote  reasons 
which  brought  the  troops  of  the  two  na- 
tionalities to  it,  and  the  Paris  Temps 
frankly  confesses  that  the  situation  of 
Warina  is  unknown.  For  ourselves  all 
that  we  are  able  to  gather,  and  that  only  in 
the  most  uncertain  manner  from  the  maps 
available,  is  that  it  is  possibly  some  dis- 
tance to  the  north-west  of  the  town  of 


Segu,  situated  on  the  River  Niger  at  the 

entreme  west  of  the  Barobacra  country. 
British  and  French  spheres  of  influence  in 
West  Africa  run  side  by  side  in  this  dis- 
trict, but  the  two  spheres  have  already 
been  delimitated  by  a  Convention  which 
was  published  in  the  early  part  of  1892. 
Both  nations,  it  is  needless  to  say,  possess 
a  considerable  coast  line,  and  the  French 
settlements  on  the  coast  are  contiguous 
on  the  north  with  the  old  English  colony  of 
Sierra  Leone.  To  both  the  trade  with 
Central  Africa,  and  especially  with  the  large 
district  known  as  the  Hinterland  of  Sierra 
Leone,  has  long  been  an  object  eagerly 
sought,  and  it  is  alleged  that  the  French 
Representatives  design  to  divert  this  trade 
from  Sierra  Leone  to  their  own  coast 
settlements  on  the  Northern  Rivers.  Con- 
siderable trouble  has  for  several  years 
past  been  given  to  them  by  the  Sofas,  a 
marauding  tribe  of  aboriginal  Moham- 
medans, under  a  chief  known  as  ALMAMY 
SAMADEE,  who  was,  however,  said  to  be 
well  disposed  towards  the  English. 
Against  this  chief  a  French  force  of  Sene- 
gal Riflemen  and  other  native  soldiers, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  MORITZ, 
left  Farana  in  French  territory  about 
the  end  of  September  last,  and  sub. 
sequently  operated  against  him  with  more 
or  less  success.  In  the  meantime,  other 
bands  of  Sofas,  under  a  chief  named  PoRA 
KERRI,  had  been  attacking  native  tribes 
in  the  Sierra  Leone  Hinterland  under 
British  protection,  burning  their  villages, 
carrying  off  cattle  and  reducing  the  people 
to  slavery.  To  check  this,  a  force  of  the 
West  African  Frontier  Police  was  de- 
spatched from  Sierra  Leone  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  LENDY,  an  English  officer 
of,  strange  to  say,  French  extraction,  re- 
puted to  be  one  of  the  best  and  most 
courageous  officers  in  the  military  service. 
He  appears  to  have  arrived  in  the  early 
part  of  November  last  with  his  force 
at  a  place  called  Falaba,  which  is  mark- 
ed on  the  map  somewhat  beyond  the 
Eastern  frontier  of  the  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone,  but  no  clear  information  as  to  his 
subsequent  movements  was  received  until, 
on  the  23rd  of  November,  a  messenger 
arrived  at  Freetown,  the  capital  of  the 
colony,  with  the  tidings  that  he  was  com- 
pletely hemmed  in  by  the  Sofas  at 
Koranko,  a  spot  which  we  are  unable  to 
identify,  and  also  that  the  latter  were  still 
continuing  their  marauding.  It  now  be- 
came necessary  that  a  much  stronger  force 
should  be  sent  to  his  relief,  and  this  force, 
consisting  of  a  further  detachment  of  120 
frontier  police  and  430  men  of  the  West 
India  Regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Ellis,  started  from  Freetown 
early  in  December,  and  by  the  13th  of 
the  same  month  had  advanced  far  into  the 
Bambarra  country,  whence  the  march  was 
continued  with  occasional  fighting  as  far 
as  Warina,  which  was  captured  on  the 
2 1st  of  December.  Capt.  Lendy  had  evi- 
dently been  relieved  prior  to  this,  as  his 


force  was  already  acting  in  conjunction  with 
that  of  Colonel  ELLIS,  and  it  was  then  the 
hitter's  intention,  after  a  few  day's  rest  at 
Warina  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
necessary  supplies,  to  pursue  the  Sofas, 
who  had  retreated  to  Kara  Yemma,  three 
days'  march  to  the  North  West.  Lieut. 
MORITZ  with  his  French  force,  who  were 
operating  against  ALMAMY  SAMADEE,  was 
at  this  time  some  50  miles  to  the  north  east 
of  Warina,  towards  which  he  marched — 
starting  on  the  same  day  as  that  on  which 
the  town  was  taken  by  Colonel  ELLIS — with 
the  intention  of  preventing  ajunction  being 
effected  between  the  Sofas,  who  were 
retreating  before  the  British  expedition, 
and  those  against  whom  his  own  was 
primarily  directed.  Having  apparently 
made  a  very  forced  march,  Lieutenant 
MORITZ  committed  his  lamentable  error 
on  the  early  morning  of  the  23rd  of 
December,  surprising  and  attacking  the 
British  camp  under  the  belief  that  he 
was  attacking  the  Sofas.  It  was  a 
bright  moonlight  night,  the  British  force 
was  completely  taken  by  surprise,  but 
soon  replied  vigorously  to  the  French  fire 
that  was  poured  in  upon  them,  and  after 
the  fighting  had  continued  for  about  forty 
minutes  the  French  retired.  In  this  short 
period  three  British  officers,  including 
Captain  LENDY,  and  several  men,  both  of 
the  Frontier  Police  and  West  India  Regi- 
ment, were  killed,  some  of  them  in  the 
first  wild  confusion  meeting  their  deaths 
from  the  fire  of  their  own  men,  and  many 
others  were  wounded.  Ten  of  the  Senegal 
Riflemen  and  a  number  of  the  native  irregu- 
lars werekilledon  theFrench  side,  andtheir 
commander,  who  was  found  on  the  field 
severely  wounded,  died  after  having  been 
brought  into  the  British  camp,  although  all 
possible  medical  assistance  was  given  to 
him.  He  only  survived  long  enough  to 
explain  that  he  had  no  idea  of  the  nation- 
ality of  the  force  he  was  attacking,  having 
been  misled  by  his  native  allies  into  the 
belief  that  it  consisted  only  of  Sofas. 
Both  he  and  the  men  who  had  died  with 
him  were  buried  with  the  same  military 
honours  that  were  accorded  by  the  British 
force  to  their  own  comrades  who  had  fallen. 

The  whole  affair  was  a  lamentable  blun- 
der, and  should  it  ultimately  appear,  as  is 
now  asserted  by  the  English  and  not  de- 
nied by  the  French  press,  that  its  scene 
was  well  within  the  sphere  of  acknow- 
ledged British  influence,  the  responsibility 
for  it  must  rest  on  the  unfortunate  French 
commander,  who  lias  already  paid  for  his 
error  with  his  life.  It  might  easily  have 
been  productive  of  the  most  serious  mis- 
understandings between  the  two  great 
nations  whose  forces  were  engaged  in  it, 
but  it  has  fortunately  been  viewed  by  the 
Governments  and  press  of  both  in  the 
most  dispassionate  manner,  and  while, 
sentiments  of  the  deepest  and  most 
sincere  pity  are  freely  and  universally 
expressed  for  the  ill-fated  young  officers 
who    have   been    the   victims,    on  the 
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British    side    moderation    and  patience, 
pending  the  receipt  by  the  French  autho- 
rities of  reports  from  their  own  officers, 
are  almost  needlessly  counselled,  while 
on    the  French,    the    fullest  and  frank- 
est readiness  has  been  shown   to  make 
every  possible  and  proper   amends,  so 
soon  as  their  just  liability  to  do  so  is  prov- 
ed.   Such  a  spirit  affords  the  only  possible 
consolation  we  can  look  for  in  the  face  of 
what  has  been  in  every  sense  one  of  the 
most  lamentable  occurrences  in  recent 
years.    Two  points  in  it  are  full  of  mys- 
tery, and  one  of  them  is  well  nigh'  inex- 
plicable at  the   present    moment.  How 
could  so  complete  a  surprise  of  the  British 
camp    have    been    effected  on   a  bright 
moonlight  night  in  a  hostile   country,  had 
the  most  ordinary  military  precautions 
been   taken   against  a  possible  attack  ? 
A  stern  inquiry  is  to  be  made  into  this 
point  in  England,  and  if   Colonel  ELLIS 
is  shown  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  neg- 
lect in  regard  to  it  he  will  no  doubt  have 
a  heavy  reckoning  to  pay.    His  force  was 
not  a  guerilla  one,  but  mainly  composed  of 
a  highly  drilled  and  thoroughly  efficient 
British  regiment,  and  under  his  command 
were  also  officers  of  the  Royal  Engineers, 
whose  duty  it  would  have  been  to  place 
the  camp  in  a  proper  condition  of  defence 
The  second  point,  less  mysterious,  per- 
haps, than  the  first,  is  how  the  French  could 
have  mistaken  the  British  force  for  that  of 
the  West  African  savages  against  whom 
they  were  operating,  had  ordinary  pru 
dence  been   exercised  before  delivering 
the  final  assault.    The    Frontier  Police 
are  natives  of  Sierra   Leone,  but  they 
wear  a  distinctive  uniform  of   red  cap, 
blue   coat  and  trousers  reaching  to  the 
knee,  with  a  red  sash  and  red  facings  ;  and 
as  to  the  men  of  the  West  India  Regi 
ment,  who  are  recruited  from  among  the 
negroes  of  the  West  India  Islands,  but 
are  commanded  exclusively  by  officers  of 
English  birth,  they  wear  one  of  the  most 
striking  and  distinctive  uniforms  in  the 
British  army,   consisting  of  red  turban 
white  jacket  and  gaiters,  and  red  trousers 
and  are  in  every  respect  as  well  equipped 
as  any  regiment  of  the  line.    It  was  said 
by  the  French  survivors  that  the  white 
campaigning  dress  of  the  English  officers 
was  mistaken  for  the  white  dress  of  Arab 
chiefs,  who  were  supposed  to  be  command 
ing  the  Sofas.    But  even  so,  there  is  little 
if  any  difference  to  be  discerned  between 
the  uniforms  of  officers  and  privates  in  the 
British  army  unless  the  observer  is  close 
at  hand,  and  the  entire  force  of  the  Wes 
India  Regiment  cannot  all  have  been  sup 
posed  to  have  been  Arab  chiefs  in  com 
mand.    They  constituted  by  far  thegreater 
part  of  the  whole  strength  of  the  expedi 
lion,  and  the  smallest  scrutiny  should  have 
been   amply  sufficient  to  show  that  they 
could  not  be  savages.    We  have  made  no 
special  allusion  here  to  the  second  colli 
sion  telegraphically  reported  to  have  taken 
place,  because,  in   the  absence  of  con- 
firmation, we  can   not  believe  that  any- 
thing more  serious  than  a  brawl  between 
privates  of  the  two  camps  occurred. 


MONTHLY  SUMMARY  OF  THE  RE- 
LIGIOUS PRESS. 


The  press  of  the  month  offers  us  an  embarrass 
ment  of  riches.    A  summary  of  these  treasures 
within  the  limits  imposed  by  our  columns,  can 
give  but  a  glimpse  at  their   wide  variety  and 
worth.    An  exceptional  interest  attaches,  for  ex- 
ample, to  a  "  revival  "  movement  among  Chris- 
tians, having  its  origin  at  Nagoya  during  the 
Week  of  Prayer,"  a  service  general  in  Ortho- 
dox  Christendom   the   world  around,  at  the 
opening  of  each  new  year.    Union  meetings  of 
the  different  Christian  denominations  at  Nagoya, 
were  held  during  the  prayer  week.     In  the 
Kirisutokyo  Shimbnn  we  read  that  during  the 
progress  of  these  meetings  believers  rapidly  be- 
came deeply  interested  in  their  spiritual  experi- 
ences.    Nothing  markedly  unusual  occurred, 
however,  before  the  meeting  of  the  17th  when  a 
kind  of  Pentecostal   enthusiasm    burst  forth. 
'  Prayers  and  speeches  were  like  fire."  Sudden- 
ly an  old  woman  trembling  with  emotion,  cried 
out  "God  please  pity  the  brethren  and  sisters 
who  do  not  come  to  these  meetings."^  At  this, 
all  believers  in  the  crowded  room  shed  tears,  and 
as  the  meeting  continued  extreme  consciousness 
of  sin  and  of  longing  for  Divine  blessing  was 
reached.      Before  the  meeting  closed  it  was  re- 
solved, this  day  being  the  last  of  the  "  Week  of 
Prayer,"  to  continue  the  meetings  three  days 
longer,  transferring  them  to  the  large  Metho- 
dist Church.    The  leader  of  the  meetings  gave 
up  the  next  day  entirely  to  meditation,  fasting, 
and  prayer,  that   he   might  be  led  by  the 
Holy   Spirit.      Others    went    to    a    hill  top 
not  far   away,   Ippon  Maisu,   prayed   for  a 
long    lime    there,    and    then    went    into  the 
city  visiting  from  house   to  house.  Believers 
carried  the  truth  to  their  neighbours.  That 
evening  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons 
met  in  the  Church,  and  the  general  prayer  was 
Release  us  from  Satan  !    Give  us  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  peace  P    Children  as  well  as  men  and 
women  wept  for  their  sins.     No  satisfaction 
came  that  night.    Long  past  midnight  the  meet- 
ing continued.     The  next  night  more  than 
three  hundred  people  assembled.    The  evange- 
lists talked  until  their  faces  were  heated  as  with 
fire.     The  cry  was,  "  Do  not  be  disappointed  ! 
Pray  earnestly  !   Let  the  Holy  Spirit  lead  I  This 
night  full  blessings  will  come  !  "    At  last  the 
change  came.    Words  of  rejoicing  and  thanks- 
giving were  heard  instead  of  prayers.  Some 
shouted,  "  The  Holy  Ghost  fills  this  place."  And 
at  last  the  whole  assembly  stood  up  filled  with 
blessing.    On  the  following  day  the  evangelists 
held  a  meeting  of  thanksgiving  and  said  to  one 
another,  "  Let  not  this  grace  stop  in  Nagoya,  but 
let  us  propagate  it  from  place  to  place  until  the 
empire  be  filled  I"    That  night  money  was  col- 
lected from  the  disciples  and  evangelists  sent 
out.    That  night  even,  one  evangelist  started 
with  the  good  news  for  Tokyo  and  "another  on 
the  same  errand  for  Kyoto,  and  prayers  for  the 
two   were   continued   as  they  went  on  their 
journeys."    At  that  time  also  it  was  decided 
to  open  nightly  two  devotional  meetings  in 
Nagoya,  and  two  days  afterwards  a  third  mes- 
senger of  the  New  Pentecost  was  sent  away 
to  Gifu.    Neither  sentiment  nor  superstition, 
says  the  reporter,   started  this  revival,   but  a 
genuine  consciousness  of  sin  and  a  search  for 
spiritual  peace.    The  fiiochi  remarks,  Nagoya 
was  thought  to  be  a  place  very  difficult  to  convert. 
But  it  now  hears  that  the  rain  of  the  Spirit  has 
descended  upon  it.    This  opens  the  opportunity 
for  the  empire.    For  a  long  time  we  have  be- 
moaned the  depressed  lot  of  our  faith.    But  at 
last  the  blessing  has  come.    Let  us  pray  for  the 
empire.    Editorially  the  Kirisutokyo  Sh'unbun 
adds,  as  a  reaction  against  the    low   state  of 
Christianity  for  several  years,  this  year  show  re- 
vival in  every  part  of  the  country.  Yokohama, 
Kobe,  and  Nagoya  are  especially  noticeable. 
The  Holy  Spirit  has  come  into  the  midst  of  the 
believers.    Yet  let  Christians  now  especially  be 
careful.    Revivals  are  often  like  the  electric 
storm.   When  the  rain  and  thunder  have  ceased, 
the  lightning  flush  is  seen  no  longer.  The  revival 
will  not  be  worth  anything  unless  it  enables  the 
believers  to  free  themselves  from  their  many 


burdens.  Its  emotional  quality  soon  ceases.  It 
should  transform  character,  make  the  timid 
brave,  the  wavering  firm,  not  destroy  individu- 
ality but  revitalize  it,  as  with  the  Christian 
Apostles  of  old.  The  organization  of  Christi- 
anity in  Japan  is  thorough,  the  form  is  perfect  ; 
power  is  what  it  needs,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  absent. 
We  have  long  wanted  a  true  revival.  Let  this 
day  of  Nagoya  be  the  Pentecost  of  Japan. 

*  * 

In  view  of  the  exceptional  religious  activity 
astir  among  native  Christians  at  present,  quite 
a  number  of  the  Christian  periodicals  have  made 
"Revivals"  a  leading  theme  for  editorial  com- 
ment. The  Gokyo  (Methodist)  says  we  must 
neverdoubttherealityof  revivals.  Asourparents 
seek  to  instruct  and  to  perfect  us,  so  does  our 
Father,  God,  only  much  more  so.  Prophets, 
sages,  our  own  thoughts,  life's  experiences,  are 
all  attempts  of  God  to  lead  us  aright.  Prayer  is 
the  means  by  which  men  can  reach  God. 
Those  who  doubt  the  value  of  prayer  must  think 
of  God  as  wood  or  stone.  God  is  conscious, 
and  he  therefore  can  hear  and  answer  prayer. 
And  if  we  believe  in  prayer,  the  "  revival  "  is  sure 
to  be  a  reality  and  in  due  time  will  come.  In  the 
Fukuin  Shimpo  (Presbyterian)  a  writer  observes 
that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  understand  a  "  re- 
vival," to  experience  one.  We  are  weak  beings 
and  are  burdened  by  sin.  Alone  we  can  not 
throw  off  this  burden.  We  must  therefore  pray 
to  God  for  help.  We  must,  indeed,  stand  before 
God  resolved  not  to  go  back  until  the  needed 
blessing  lias  been  given.  The  "revival'1  is  not 
the  result  of  superstition.  It  was  "revival" 
which  last  century  aroused  the  British  people 
from  their  sleep,  and  which  since  then  has  been 
spreading  throughout  the  world.  It  has  come 
to  this  country  now.  We  are  saved  because 
Wesley  appeared.  He  made  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  feel  benefit  without  this  experi- 
ence. This  experience  will  do  away  with  the 
dullness  of  soul  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  in 
Christianity  in  this  country  and  bring  to  us  great 
salvation. 

*  * 

By  way  of  contrast  with  this  recent  extra- 
ordinary spiritual  awakening  among  Japanese 
Christians,  there  has  been  operating  contem- 
poraneously with  it  a  very  different  psychical 
experience  among  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  The  two  movements 
are  alike  in  that  they  are  both  religious, 
both  aim  at  purity  of  life  and  are  both  marked 
by  exceptional  emotional  force.  Otherwise 
they  move  in  wholly  different  spheres.  Ten  ri- 
kyo  (the  Religion  of  Heavenly  Truth)  starting 
from  the  province  of  Yamato  a  few  years  ago, 
as  the  revelation  of  a  prophetess,  has  so  far 
extended  itself,  that  now  there  are  but  three 
provinces  in  the  country  in  which  its  de- 
voters  do  not  exist  in  noteworthy  numbers. 
And  its  adherents  are  devotees.  The  Bukkyo, 
an  independent  Buddhist  magazine,  speaking  of 
Ten-ri  kyo  says  that  though  we  call  the  Japanese 
an  intelligent  people,  there  are  many  persons 
among  them  who  are  apparently  not  more  civi- 
lized than  primitive  man.  In  the  Daido  Soshi,  a 
preacher  of  Tenri-kyo  is  represented  as  saying. 
"  Our  gods  are  ten.  1.  Kunitokotachi-no- 
Mikoto.  This  is  the  God  of  Supreme  Virtue. 
He  govern  all  the  waters  of  the  world.  In  man 
he  rules  the  humours  and  the  eyes.  In  the  hea- 
vens he  is  the  Moon  God.  He  is  lord  of  the 
north.  2.  Then  comes  Omotari-no-Mikolo, 
whose  special  virtue  is  fire,  and  who  governs 
the  fires  of  the  world,  and  heat  in  man.  In  the 
heavens  he  rules  the  Sun  and  lords  it  over  the 
south.  3.  Kunisatsuchi-no-Mikolo  is  the  God 
whose  virtue  is  metal/,  who  is  governor  of  all 
attractive,  connecting  forces  in  the  world,  and 
of  the  muscles  and  the  skin  of  man.  In  the 
heavens  he  appears  as  the  star  Gensuke-boshi 
and  has  control  of  the  south-east.  4.  The  vir- 
tue of  wood  is  to  be  attributed  to  Tsukiyomi- 
no-Mikoto.  In  the  world  firmness  and  rigidity 
are  in  his  charge,  in  the  human  body,  the  bones. 
Shusei-boshi  is  his  star,  and  the  north-west  his 
direction.  5.  Kumoyomi-no-Mikoto  (not  in  the 
Shinto  pantheon)  has  the  virtue  of  fluidity. 
The  world's  ascending  and  descending  waters 
are  in   his   charge,   as   also    man's  eating 
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and  drinking.     He  appears  as  Ake-no-Myojo 
tlie  morning  slar,  and  rules  the  east.    6.  Kono 
no-Mikoto,  without  specialized  virtue,  is  God  ol 
the  wind;  rules  man  s  breathing,  and  lords 
over  the  south-west.    7.  Another  God  origin;! 
with  Ten-rikvo  is  Taishaku  Tenno-no- Mikoto 
God  of  separation  or  repulsion,  who  is  active  in 
all  differentiation  in   the  world,   who  has  in 
charge  the  genesis  of  man's  life  as  separate 
from  the  mother's  life  and  the  next  great  vita 
change  which  lakes  place  at  death.    The  north 
east  is  this  God's  direction.     8.  Otonohe-no 
Mikoto,  is  lord  of  the  germination  and  putting 
forth  of  seeds  and  of  man's  physical  birth — 
Yoi-no-Myojo,  the  evening  star,  is  his  abode  in 
ill  heaven.    He  is  God  of  the  West.    9.  Iza 
nagi-no-Mikoto  is  the  God  of  all  spermatic 
matter.     10.  Izanami-no-Mikoto,  is  the  god 
dess  of  all  fruitful  ground  in  the  world  and  of 
the  human  germ  cell.    These  last  two  deities 
directed  the  creation  of  the  universe  and  have 
their  abodes    on    the    right  and  left  of  the 
Heavenly   River.    From  all  these   Gods  to 
gether  flows  the  truth   which   has   come  to 
man   in   Ten-ri-kyo.    But,   says  the  reporter 
of   the   Ten-ri  preacher,    after   all,   the  re 
ligion  is  not  a  real  polytheism.    There  is 
kind  of  unity  among  the  deities  which  makes 
faith,  in  a  measure,  monotheistic.  Yet  it  is  only 
like  all  ancient  mythologies.    Nakayama  Mik 
the  prophetess  of  the  superstition,  has  revived,  01 
indeed  created,  a   mythology  in  this  age  of 
science.    These  deities,  excepting  the  fifth  and 
seventh,  are  Shinto  in    name,  but  none  are 
Shinto  in  reality.    The  prophetess  has  put  her 
own  interpretations  into  the  names.     In  this 
setting  forth  of  a  new  array  of  deities,  however 
the  incentive  to  the  rapid  extension  of  Ten-ri- 
kyo  is  of  course  not  disclosed.    Other  reasons 
there  may  be,  but  of  chief  effectiveness  the  fol- 
lowing seems  to  be  the  doctrine  which  has 
special  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  classes 
among  whom  the  rapid  spread  of  the  faith  has 
been    taking    place.     A    coming    "rain  of 
heavenly  dew"  is  the  "vision   splendid"  by 
which  the  souls  of  thousands  of  Japanese  have 
been  aroused,  and  is  the  "heavenly  truth"  by 
which  the  hearts  of  believers  are  now  sustained 
and  made  consecrated  followers  of  the  Yamato 
prophetess.     Yamato,  where  Nakayama  Miki 
was  born,  is  the  place  where  Izanagi  and  Iza- 
nami,   also,  first   appeared.  Mishima-mura 
O-Miki  San's  home,  was  the  place  where  these 
dieties  consummated   their   marriage.  This 
village  is  thus  the  place  of  origin  for  this  nation 
and  of  all  mankind.    The  lime  will  come  when 
all  mankind  shall  acknowledge  this  country  as 
their  primaeval  home  and  the  Ten-ri  religion  as 
their  divine  truth.    From  all  parts  of  the  world 
pilgrimages  will  stream  into  Yamato  Mishima- 
mura.    This  was  been  settled  by  the  gods. 
The    Alpha    and    Omega   of    humanity  is 
connected  with  Yamato.    There  mankind  ori- 
ginated and  thence  in  these  days  the  divine 
truth  has  begun  to  extend,  first  to  Japan,  and 
then  to  all  countries  of  the  world.    The  uni- 
versal conquest  of  mankind  by  this  new  faith 
is  foreshown  by  its  present  almost  universal 
prevalence  in  Japan  after  but  a  short  time  of 
propagandism.    The  spread  of  the  faith  as  now 
seen  could  not  have  been  accomplished  by 
human  power.    It  is  the  result  of  a  miracle. 
The  universal  acceptance  of  the  faith  will  soon 
take  place.     With   that   glorious   event,  the 
sublime  consummation  will  be  brought  about. 
The  hope  of  all  ages  will  be  met.    Sweet  dew 
from  heaven  will  fall  upon  the  earth- mound 
altar  now  standing  in  the  centre  of  the  Ten-ri 
temple  in  Mishima.    Upon  this  mound  Izanagi 
and  Izanami  spent  their  bridal  night ;  upon  this 
mound,  now  that  the  fullness  of  the  times  has 
come,  the  gods  will  send  their  chiefest  blessing 
to  men.    With  the  touch  of  the  drops  of  this 
heavenly  dew,  the  blind  will  receive  their  sight, 
the  deaf  will  hear,  the  dumb  will  speak,  the 
crippled  will   walk,   the   leper   will  become 
clean,  the   consumptive  will  be  healed,  the 
madman  made  sane  and  all  forms  of  human 
ill  be  destroyed.    Such  is  the  gospel  which 
the  prophetess  of  Yamato  has  put  before  the 
suffering  masses  of  her  country  people.  What 
wonder  that  many   receive  it  as  word  from 


heaven.  Even  now,  as  the  faith  develops,  it  || 
said  that  by  way  of  earnest  ot  the  more  than 
millennial  blessedness  to  come  as  ihe  reward 
of  world-wide  faith,  miracles  are  constantly  being 
performed  among  the  devout  blind,  crippled 
unclean  and  otherwise  diseased.  This  foolish 
ness,  says  the  liukkyo,  cannot  be  controverted.  If 
Ten-ri-kyo  were  an  impotent  fanaticism  no  one 
need  care  except  to  pity  its  chance  converts. 
But  it  is  far  from  powerless;  it  is  extending  in 
every  direction.  Temples  are  being  newly 
established  and  filled  with  worshippers.  The 
music  of  Samisen  and  Kokyu  prominent  in  this 
new  superstition,  is  heard  in  many  places,  toge- 
ther with  the  dancing  and  singing  of  the  en- 
thusiastic believers.  Daily  work  is  neglected 
by  the  fanatics  for  their  craze  and  general  good 
order  is  broken  up  where  they  abound.  The 
Bukkyo  calls  upon  governors  of  provinces  to  stop 
the  harmful  superstition,  educators  to  use  their 
power  in  the  schools  and  priests  to  do  all  they 
can  to  counteract  the  fanaticism.  The  Bukkyo 
summons  even  Christians  to  share  in  the  work 
of  saving  the  Japanese  people  from  the  peril  of 
accepting  Ten-ri-kyo. 


Questions  raised  by  the  growth  of  national- 
istic ways  of   looking  at  things  among  the 
Christian  denominations  in  this  country  sus- 
tained quite  an  interesting  discussion  recently 
between  the  Methodist  Gokyo  and  the  Congre- 
gationalist  Ktrisutokvo  Shimbun.    The  former 
said  in  an  article  on  "Conservatism,  Eclec- 
ticism,   and  Liberalism"  that   the  Christian 
Church  which  seeks  to  lead  the  people  must  be 
Conservative  in  order  to  be  successful.  The 
Liberals  are  necessarily  investigators  and  investi- 
gators are  first  necessarily  doubters.  Doubt 
has  no  bottom.    There  are  all  sorts  of  questions 
concerning  Bible,  God,  the  Soul,  and  Destiny 
which  need  answers.    But  seeking  these  answers 
is  no  work  for  religious  believers.  Religious 
believers  can  not  be  investigators.    They  must 
accept  what  investigators  have  found  for  them 
They    must    be    themselves   dogmatists  and 
conservatives.    Denominations  of  religionists 
which  encourage  investigation  have  no  vitality, 
no  prosperity.     But,    it   may   be   asked,  if 
eligionists   are   dogmatists,   what   is   to  be 
done  when  dogmas  are  found  to  be  supersti 
lions?    Of  course  cast  them  away.    But  let  us 
not  leave  old  paths,  before  new  ways  are  found. 
In  fact,  if  one  wishes  to  be  religious,  he  must 
not  try  to  be  an  investigating  scholar  in  re- 
ligion.   If  one  seeks  to  be  such  a  scholar,  he 
must  give  up  the  name  and  reality  of  religion. 
He  must  abide  only  by  the  teachings  of  the 
Bible.     To  these  assertions  the  Kirisutokvo 
Shimbun  opposes  decided  opinions.  Christians 
in  Japan  have  been  exceedingly  desirous  of  a 
renewal  of  the  influence  of  their  faith  during 
the  past  few  years.    "  Revivals  "  have  been  pro- 
posed by  some,  reformation  of  theology  and 
change   of   Church   organization   by  others. 
While  the  discussions  have  been   going  on, 
Christianity  has  been  weakening.    Now  we  see 
disappointed  believers  ascribing  the  decay  of 
Christianity  to  the  incoming  of  the  New  Theo- 
logy, and  seeking  to  recover  strength  for  the 
faith  by  a  restoration  of  the  Old  Theology  and 
its  methods.     With  such  persons  we  deeply 
sympathize,  but  at  the  same  time  we  must  be 
careful  in  giving  them  our  aid.    A  great  crisis 
is  upon  the  Churches.    Real  faith  must  underly 
all  genuine  effort.    Real  faith  is  indifferent  to 
outward  success  or  failure.    It  has  its  support 
in  itself.    It  exists  because  it  is  assured  of  truth 
as  its  basis.    An  assumed  faith,  one  resting 
upon  dogma  as  its  foundation,  is  insincere  and 
even  false.    How  can  such  faith  move  either 
Church  or  world  ?    The  Old  Theology  and  its 
methods  are  not  in  question  here;  our  plea  is 
for  sincerity.    The  calculators  in  religion  are 
the  true  hypocrites.     What  is  needed  is  the 
truth,  whether  it  be  for  or  against  our  schemes. 
The  New  Theology  has  made  its  way  in  lapan, 
because  it  satisfies  our  minds  belter  than  the 
old  faith.  We  can  not  return  to  the  Old  Theology 
unless  reason  leads  us  back  to  it.    Let  the 
agitators  for  a  revival  of  the  Old  Theology  do 
their   work  in  accordance   with  enlightened 
methods,  and  let  the  legitimate  result  of  these 


methods  be  accepted.  The  present  depression 
in  the  Churches  lias  its  origin  chiefly  in  lack  of 
well  grounded  faith. 


* 

•  * 


The  dominant  topics  of  political  parties 
can  hardly  be  ignored  even  in  the  columns 
of  religious  journals.  Several  references  to  "  the 
burning  question  of  the  day  "  appear  in  the 
Christian  periodicals.  Worthy  of  notice  here  is 
a  reply  in  the  Inochi  (Presbyterian)  to  an  article 
In  the  Hyoron  not  lon#  ago,  on  "Strict  En- 
force meut  of  the  Treaties  and  Christianity." 
The  Hyoron  had  said  that  if  the  present  treaties 
were  strictly  enforced,  especially  in  relation  to  the 
possession  of  land  and  to  travel  in  the  interior,  the 
consequent  inconvenience  to  foreigners  would 
speedily  bring  aboutthelong-sought-for  revision. 
Missionaries  in  particular  should  be  brought 
under  pressure.  School  lands  and  buildings 
supported  by  foreigners  and  hidden  under 
Japanese  names  should  all  be  brought  under 
Japanese  control.  To  this  and  more  the  Inochi 
has  replied.  The  buildings  and  lands  spoken  of 
are  already  in  Japanese  possession.  Of  course  it 
is  natural  that  the  givers  of  this  property  should 
wish  to  take  part  in  its  management,  but  the 
share  they  seek  is  really  of  no  importance  what- 
ever. If  there  is  only  nominal  ownership  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese,  unquestionably  there  is 
reason  for  the  attack  made.  But  real  ownership 
exists.  Truly  an  agreeable  sight  is  it,  to  see  men, 
under  the  name  "Christian,"  raise  the  cry  of 
"  Enforcement  of  the  treaties,"  seeking  somehow 
thereby  to  become  themselves  possessors  of 
mission  property  !  Is  it  against  the  spirit  of 
the  treaties  for  us  to  own  lands  bought  for  us  by 
foreigners  ?  Fools,  those  who  imagine  that  treaty 
revision  would  be  hastened  by  our  annoyance 
of  these  people  from  other  lands  ! 

If  one  were  to  judge  from  the  temper  of  some 
journals,  Japanese  institutions  civil  and  religious, 
are  rotten  through  and  through.    In  the  Fukuin 
Shimpo,  for  example,  the  publication  of  the  fact 
that  the  late  Chief  High  Priest  of  the  Hongwanji 
had  several  concubines  as  well  as  a  lawful  wife, 
and  a  son  by  a  concubine,  leads  a  writer  to 
lament  his  country's  lot.    He  knows  that  such 
things   are   common   in  small   villages  and 
among  ordinary   monks,   but  here   was  the 
great  pope  of  Japan,  the  so-called  living  Hotoke, 
or  divine  incarnation,  given  to  this  life.  What 
can  be  said?  In  one  sense  theHongwanji  is  mere- 
ly a  temple,  and  its  pope  is  but  a  priest,  but  the 
influence  of  this  temple  pervades  the  nation  and 
its  pope  does  much  to  shape  the  national  deve- 
lopment. Such  things  are  poison  to  Japan,  the 
traitor  of  the  State,  the  sword  of  Satan.  They 
are  of  profound  importance  to  our  welfare  now 
and  for  the  future.    In  the  Shukyo,  a  writer  on 
"  National  Reformation  "  bewails  his  nation's 
corruption.    Those  in  whose  care  the  moral  life 
of  the  people  lies,   are  themselves  immoral. 
Upper   as    well    as  lower  classes  are  tainted. 
Private  utility  is  pursued  through  the  sacrifice 
of   public   good.    Vices  of   the  lowest  and 
meanest  kinds  are  common.    The  Land  of  the 
Rising  Sun  is  in  a  dense  cloud  of  falsehood. 
The  light  of  conscience  is  fading  away.  A 
fundamental  reformation  is  needed.  Improve- 
ment in  politics  or  social  customs  will  not  bring 
about  this  needed  change.   Individual  regenera- 
tion is  a  necessity,  and  to  this  end  the  regenera- 
tion of  young  men  is  the  ground  of  hope.  The 
destiny  of  Japan  lies  in  the  character  of  its 
youth.     The  remainder  of  the  article  is  a  valu- 
able historical  sketch  of  forces  leading  to  na- 
tional grandeur  and  decay,  and  it  closes  with 
an  earnest  appeal  to  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
the  land,  for  the  sake  of  their  country,  to  l^ad 
lives  of  high  aim  and  deed,  that  their  children 
may  make  Japan  worthy  the  love  of  patriots. 
* 

*  * 

We  are  compelled  to  give  but  very  hasty 
glances  at  the  large  amount  of  instructive 
material  in  the  numerous  magazines  yet  before 
us.  A  writer  in  the  Gokyo  urges  new  methods  for 
missionary  work  considering  the  limited  funds 
for  evangelizing  purposes  at  the  disposal  of  the 
missions.  He  advises  preachers  to  have  their 
means  of  livelihood  apart  from  their  religious 


276 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  3,  1894. 


service.    The  method  adopted  by  old  Chinese 
scholais  is  now  good  for  Christian  teachers. 
The  rise  of  literature  in  the  Tokugawa  age  was 
not  <1ue  to  the  university  of  Yeddo  or  of  Mito, 
but  to  the  work  of  nameless  scholars  working  in 
private  throughout  the  empire.    Buddhism  is 
not  the  enemy  of  Christianity,  says  another 
Christian  writer.    It  is  a  step  in  God's  education 
of  mankind.    Sakya's  self-denial  and  pain  were 
but  a  true  striving  for  spiritual  ease.  God 
gave  Sakyamuni  to   the  Orient    to  teach  the 
world  that  this  life  in  itself  really  has  no  more 
value  in  it  than  the  morning  dew.     He  was 
God's  pioneer.     Some  call   Buddhism  pessi- 
mistic. But  how  can  this  world  be  a  happy  place 
for  man  without  God  ?  Buddha's  teaching  leads 
man  necessarily  to  seek  God  for  rest  and  peace. 
The    Buddhist  pessimism  thus    has  its  use, 
in  compelling  the  soul  to  long  for  the  true 
happiness.     Mr.  Yokoi   in   the  Kirisxdokyo 
Shimbun  deals  with  the  "  Mystery  of  Pain  "  as 
a  theodicy.  Dr.Imbrie,  we  see,  has  been  lectur- 
ing on  "  Evangelization  in  Japan"  at  Princeton 
University  in  America.  He  approves  of  co.ipera- 
lion  of  Missionaries  and  Japanese  Christians. 
Bishop  Bickersteth  is  reported  in  the  Nichiyo 
Soshi  as  having,  at  the  last  Conference  of  Epis- 
copalians, charged  Unitarians  from  America 
and    Germany  with   having   sown    seeds  of 
scepticism  in  the  Japanese  Churches,  which 
have   tended    to   overgrow   the   faith.  The 
Jivu  Kirisutokyo,   among   other  interesting 
matters,  compares  Buddhism  and  Christianity 
and  Reason  and  Revelation.    We  should  like 
to  speak  at  length  of  the  Christian  Endeavour 
magazine,  the  Kvosei  Zasshi,  but  must  pass  it  by 
for  the  present.  In  the  Seikyo  Shimpo  a  valuable 
history  of  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into 
Japan  is  continued. 

*  * 

The  Bukkyo  has  rather  a  hopeless  article  on 
the  "  Present  Condition  of  Society."    It  sees 
110  deliverance  from  "  the  polluted  air  filling 
this  nation,"  in  Shinto,  Confucianism,  or  Chris- 
tianity.   Even  in  Buddhism  there  is  so  much 
confusion  and  debility  that  help  from  this  seems 
far  away.    The  order  of  the  Home  Depaitment 
to  priests  to  stand  clear  of  politics  the  Bukkyo 
thinks  is  well  timed  for  some  of  the  sects.  In 
the  Denio  Mr.  Juko  Sugiura  complains  that  Bud- 
dhist schools  are  now  paying  too  much  atten- 
tion to  science  and  show  too  little  interest  in 
religion.    Let  the  university  care  for  science  ; 
the  religious  schools  should  make  religious 
meditation  and  discipline  their  principal  object. 
The  present  condition  of  the  priesthood  is  dis- 
graceful.    Priests  are  priests  only  in  name. 
From  ordinary  people  they  differ  only  by  having 
shaven   heads  and  peculiar  robes.    The  first 
duty  of  Buddhist  leaders  to-day  is  to  deliver  the 
priests  and  priest  students  from  their  degrada 
tion.    Mr.  Inouye  Enrio  is  now  studying  pecu 
liar  psychical    phenomena.     Mr.  Takahashi 
Goro  says  that  for  scholarship  this  investigation 
is  good,  but  for  religion  especially,  where  a 
study  of  prayer   is   involved,  it  is  suicidal. 
The  trouble   in    the   Sodo   sect   which  has 
divided  its  adherents  into  parties,  of  the  North 
and  of  Eheji,  is  growing  worse  according  to  last 
reports.    It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Fukuzawa  has 
devoted  himself  to  the  Shinshu  sect  and  is  about 
to  establish  a  preaching  centre  in  Kyobashiku, 
Tokyo.  In  ihzDogaku  the  tendency  of  Buddhism 
just  now  is  seen  in  a  prevalent  cry  for  moral 
reform.    Lately  speculative  study  was  upper- 
most.   True  progress  lies  in  devotion  to  both. 
Another  writer  declares  that  the  pious  man  should 
now  pass  his  life  in  sadness,  weeping  over  the 
condition  of  the  world  and  the  tendency  of 
htfcnanity.     Buddhist  literary   men,  says  an- 
other,  are   at   present   very  inactive.  They 
should  be  up  and  doing  in   the  crisis  now 
at  hand.  The  Kwatcho  sees  Buddhism  more  and 
more  invaded  now  by  Christianity.    It  is  like 
a  castle  defended  by  sleeping  soldiers.  It 
is  in  great  danger.    Prof.  Inouye  Tetsujiro  in 
the  Ten  Soku  doubts  the  necessity  of  religion  for 
mankind  henceforward.  A  new  Buddhist  maga- 
zine, Tsutoku,  devoted  to  the  universal  Bud- 
dhism underlying  all  the  sects,  has  appeared. 
It  isto  present  this  universal  faith  in  the  language 
of  the  people,  in  the  thought  of  the  people  and 


for  the  sake  of  the  welfare  of  all.  Three  great 
temples  have  lately  freed  themselves  from  debt, 
the  Eastern  Hongwanji  at  Kyoto,  1,500,000  yen, 
theChionin  1 20,000  yen,  and  the  Koseiji  which 
had  almost  become  bankrupt,  300,000  yen  at 
which  deliverance  all  the  faithful  greatly  rejoice. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  thkt  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  tlierefrom.1 


NIKKO  IN  FEBRUARY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
SiR) — After  a  tesideuce  in  Hongkong  for  three 
years  I  recently  arrived  in  Yokohama  with  my 
family. 

Announcing  our  intention  to  visit  Nikko,  my 
Yokohama  fiiends  considered  me  rash  to  venture 
theie  at  this  season  owing  to  the  gieat  cold  ihey 
anticipated  we  wonld  suffer  from. 

However,  the  tempation  to  visit  that  famous 
locality  caused  me  to  disregatd  their  friendly 
wat  nings,  and  a  three  days'  visit  to  Nikko  last  week 
induces  me  lo  mention  how  thoroughly  enjoyable 
our  exclusion  proved  lo  be. 

The  brilliant  sunshine  and  clear  atmosphere 
enabled  us  to  see  all  Hie  grand  mountain  scenery 
to  the  best  advantage. 

With  ordinary  winter  clothing  we  experienced 
no  cold  in  our  wanderings  during  the  day,  and  in 
the  comfortable  and  well  appointed  Kanaya  Hotel 
we  weie  warmly  and  comfoilably  housed  during 
the  frosty  nights. 

As  we  had  similar  experiences  at  Miyanoshita 
in  the  previous  week  il  may  interest  fellow  tourists 
to  hear  of  them. 

Youis  truly,  M.D. 
Februaty  26th,  1894. 


MR.  SHAKU  SOYEN  AND  THE  BRO- 
THERHOOD OF  MAN. 


TO  THE   liDITOR  OF  THE  " JAPAN  MaIL." 

Sir,— At  the  Parliament  of  Religions  in  Chicago 
there  was  a  Buddhist  priest  fioni  Japan,  named 
Shaku  Soyen,  who  spoke  on  "  '  Arbitration  In 
stead  of  VVar,'  treating  Hie  subject  from  the  stand- 
point of  a  Buddhist  and  believer  in  universal 
peace  and  brothei hood."  In  that  speech  he  used 
the  following  language  :— 

"Our  Buddha,  who  taught  that  all  people  en 
teiing  into  Buddhism  are  entirely  equal  in  the 
same  way  as  all  livers  flowing  into  the  sea  become 
ali^e,  preached  this  plan  in  the  wide  kingdom  of 
India,  just  three  thousand  years  ago.  Not  only 
Buddha,  but  Jesus  Christ,  as  well  as  Confucius, 
taught  about  universal  love  and  fraternity.  We 
also  acknowledge  the  glory  of  universal  brother- 
hood. Then  let  us,  the  true  followers  of  Buddha, 
the  true  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  true  followers 
of  Confucius,  and  the  followers  of  truth,  unite  our- 
selves for  the  sake  of  helping  the  helpless  and 
living  glorious  lives.  *****  We  must 
not  make  any  distinction  between  race  and  race, 
between  civilization  and  civilization,  between  creed 
and  creed,  and  between  faith  and  faith.  You  must 
not  say  '  go  away  1  because  we  ate  not  Christians. 
You  must  not  say  '  go  away  '  because  we  are  yel- 
low people.  All  beings  on  the  universe  are  in  the 
bosom  of  truth.  We  are  all  sisters  and  brothers  ; 
and  let  us  understand  one  another  much  bettei 
and  be  true  sons  and  daughters  of  truth.  Truth 
be  praised  !" 

Thus  our  "  Brother  "  Shaku  Soyen  stood  before 
the  people  of  America  and  made  quite  a  fine 
impression  with  his  loftf  thoughts  and  beautiful 
sentiments  on  the  "brotheihood  of  man."  But 
fortunately,  or  rather  unfoi  tunately,  another  chap- 
ter has  now  to  be  published  that  will,  I  am  aft  aid, 
spoil  all  the  beauty  of  our  "  Brother V  big 
speech.  He  returned  to  Japan  last  October,  on 
the  steamer  Empress  of  India  from  Vancouver. 
On  the  same  steamer  were  several  missionaries,  to 
one  of  whom— Rev.  B.  C.  Haworth— I  am  indebt- 
ed for  the  following  account  of  an  incident  on  the 
voyage  that  will  be  doubly  interesting  in  the  light 
of  the  above  quoted  speech  : — 

"One  of  the  Japanese  passengers  in  the  steer- 
age was  sick  unto  death.  When  the  ship's  surgeon 
found  that  the  end  was  near,  supposing  that  the 
dying  man  would  like  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  his 
religion,  if  there  be  any  comfort  in  it,  he  sent  for  the 
Uev.  Shaku  Soyen,  requesting  his  presence  at  the 
bed  of  death.  To  the  Westerner  it  would  seem  that 
common  humanity,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ties  of 
country,  would  have  prompted  an  instant  com- 
pliance with  such  a  request.    Not  so  in  the  case 


of  the  "  Reverend  "  Shaku  Soyen.  He  had  many 
questions  to  ask  in  tegaid  to  the  name,  circum- 
stances, and  so  on  of  the  patient.  Among  these 
questions  was  one  to  this  effect  : — "  Do  you  think 
he  belongs  to  the  lahoui  ing  class  ?"  The  surgeon 
replied  that  as  nearly  as  he  could  judge  from 
appearances,  the  patient  was  a  laboming  man. 
This  answer  seemed  to  be  decisive.  Through  the 
interpreter,  the  reverend  gentleman  sent  back  the 
eply  that  lie  did  not  think  it  woi  th  while  to  go. 

When  the  report  of  this  first  reached  me,  I  was 
inclined  to  think  that  the  piiest  had  been  misun- 
derstood, because  of  his  defective  knowledge  of 
English.  Wishing  to  know  the  facts,  I  interview- 
ed the  surgeon,  and  learned  that  the  report  was 
tine.  The  surgeon  offered  to  write  a  statement 
over  his  own  signature,  and  suggested  that  the 
incident  be  published  in  the  American  papers. 
Following  is  his  statement: — 

Rev.  Mr  Haworth,  Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your 
inquiry  about  the  Japanese  passenger,  Mr.  Koratechi, 
who  died  at  sea,  I  beg  to  say  that  learning  the  presence  of 
a  Japanese  Buddhist  priest,— Rev.  Mr.  Shaku,— on  board, 
I  went  to  him  and  informed  him  of  the  serious  condition  of 
the  above  passenger,  and  that  he  would  die  within  two 
hours,  and  was  asl<ed  what  occupation  he  followed,  if  he 
was  a  labourer  ?  I  replied  in  the  affirmative.  I  then  aslted 
him  if  he  would  come  to  the  hospital  and  see  him.  He 
consulted  wi'h  some  Japanese  friends,  and  said  that  he 
didn't  know  him  an.i  it  wasn't  worth  while. 
Yours  truly, 

H.  Bruck.  Surgeon, 
R.  M.  S.  Empress  of  India 

Kobe,  October  29th,  1893. 

Few  of  us  would  dissent  from  the  statement  of 
the  surgeon  expressed  in  conveisation  with  me 
that  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  piiest  was 
shockingly  inhuman.  The  poor  fellow  died  the 
same  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
Oct.  22,  his  body  was  committed  to  the  deep.  Mr. 
Shaku  Soyen  did  not  even  attend  the  burial, 
which  was  conducted  by  the  captain  with  a  few 
appropriate  words. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  interpreter  through 
whom  the  surgeon  communicated  with  the  piiest, 
in  reply  lo  questions  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
passengeis  who  had  heard  of  the  affair,  said  that 
the  reason  which  kept  the  Rev.  Shaku  Soyen  from 
attending  his  dying  countryman,  was  that  there 
are  so  many  religions  in  Japan  and  he  did  not 
know  to  which  teligion  the  patient  belonged!  A 
significant  comment  as  regai  ds  human  brother- 
hood." 

The  above  is  part  of  a  letter  written  by  Rev. 
B.  C.  Haworth  to  an  American  paper,  and  will  be 
published  there.  He  has  given  me  the  privilege, 
however,  of  using  the  manuscript  as  I  see 
fit,  and  I  thought  that  as  a  number  of  people 
in  Japan  are  now  purchasing  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Parliament  of  Religions  held  at 
Chicago,  which  book  contains  Mr.  Shaku  Soyen's 
speech,  they  ought  also  to  have  this  ocean  inci- 
dent lo  paste  on  a  back  fly-leaf  of  their  books  in 
order  to  give  them  a  little  of  the  spice  of  variety. 

It  would  no  doubt  have  been  a  most  "quaint 
and  curious  volume"  of  never  to  be  "forgotten 
lore"  on  human  duplicity,  if  some  second  Dr. 
Barrows  could  have  followed  all  of  those  pro- 
miscuous religionists  from  Chicago  back  to  their 
native  homes  and  collected  all  the  speeches  made 
by  them  with  a  biographical  sketch  of  each  one 
during  these  subsequent  twelve  months.  It  would 
make  a  sequel  that  would  outwit  the  antecedent 
in  the  study  of  comparative  religion  and  un- 
feigned truth. 

Yours  truly,  W.  P.  TURNER. 

Kobe,  February  26th,  1894. 


YOKOHAMA  CRICKET  &*  ATHLETIC 
CLUB. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  members  of  the 
Yokohama  Cricket  and  Aihletic  Club  was  held 
on  Monday  evening,  in  Room  No.  5  of  Kiel's 
Building.  The  President  of  the  Club  (Mr.  J.  P. 
Mollison)  look  the  chair,  and  thete  weie  also  pre- 
sent Messrs.  A.  S.  Gatfil,  H.  V.  Dickinson,  A. 
W.  Cabeldu,  H.  V.  Henson,  H.  Tennanl,  A.  B. 
Walford,  F.  E.  White,  E.  R.  Morriss,  H.  R. 
Campbell,  E.  O.  Kenyon,  J.  Dodds,  H.  AUcock 
Captain  Allen,  B.  H.  Pearson,  K.  Wilson,  W.  W. 
G.  Ross,  E.  Coults,  F.  R.  Morse.  T.  J.  Healing, 
W.  Sutter,  H.  F.  Comes,  R.  D.  Robison,  and  C. 
W.  Arnould  (lion,  secretary). 

The  Chairman,  having  announced  the  object  of 
the  meeting,  said  the  first  business  was  to  confirm 
the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  which  he  suggested 
should  be  taken  as  read. 

Mr.  Walford  proposed,  and  Mr.  Campbell 
seconded,  a  proposition  to  this  effect. 

The  Chairman,  continuing,  said  the  report  for 
last  year  had  been  circulated  among  the  members, 
and  as  it  was  rather  lengthy  he  would  suggest 
that   it  also  should   be   taken  as  read.  The 
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accounts  were  faiily  satisfactory,  lime  being  1 
cieiin  balance  in  hand,  but  die  outgoing  com- 
mittee would  remind  llie  new  that  llieie  was  an 
expense  wliicl>  they  would  have  to  meet  in  regard 
to  tlie  fence,  The  past  season  was  a  success,  ill  all 
bianches  of  the  spoil  except  in  Athletic-. — why, 
he  was  unable  to  say,  but  he  hoped  it  would  be 
belter  this  year.  In  Cricket  ihey  had  a  vei  y  good 
record — thanks  to  veiy  good  averages  and  steady 
play  they  had  been  able  to  hold  their  own  against 
visitors  and  others,  lie  had  much  pleasure  in 
pi  iling  l lie  Kii  in  Cup  to  Mr.  While  (applause) 
who  had  made  the  highest  average  for  the  past 
year.  He  hoped  that  Mr.  White  would  take  flood 
Caie  of  it  and  hold  his  own  against  all  comers. 
Mr,  White  had  also  won  the  bat  presented  by 
Mr.  Ai  noilld  for  the  highest  scores  in  the  Interpol  I 
match.  Prospects  for  the  next  season  remained 
about  the  same.  They  were  Sony  to  have  to 
lose  Duff,  who  was  going  to  Kobe,  and  would 
no  doubt  be  in  the  opposing  team  in  the  Autumn 
match,  but  Crawfoid  and  Edwards  would  be  heie 
and  he  hoped  they  would  be  able  (o  hold  theii 
own.  Football  had  been  equally  a  success ;  for 
this  he  had  to  congratulate  Mr,  Pearson,  who 
captained  die  victorious  team  (applause).  As  to 
Baseball,  Mr.  Morse  had  contributed  an  interest- 
ing paragraph.  He  trusted  that  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Cricketers  some  games  would  be 
played,  and  hoped  generally  for  a  successful 
season. 

Mr.  Pearson  then  proposed,  and  Mr.  Kenyon 
seconded,  the  passing  of  the  following  accounts: — 

ANNUAL  REPORT — SEASON  1893-1894. 
In  submitting  the  Report  for  the  past  year,  the 
Committee  are  able  to  record  another  successful  season 
on  which  they  congratulate  the  members. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  lay  before 
members  a  statement  of  accounts  for  the  past  year, 
showing  a  Credit  Balance  of  $98.67. 

While  this  is  a  satisf  ictory  result,  considering  the 
small  amount  brought  forward  from  the  old  account, 
and  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  on  gear  account,  the 
Committee  beg  to  point  out  that  the  Club  will  in  the 
very  near  future  be  put  to  a  considerable  expenditure 
for  necessary  repairs  to  the  Pavilion  and  Fence. 

THE  GROUND. 
The  Ground  at  the  commencement  of  the  Season 
was  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  to  get  a  true  pitch  on  it  was 
impossible,  but  we  are  glad  to  say  that  by  the  Autumn 
it  had  quite  recovered,  and  good  wickets  were  obtain- 
able. Repairs  to  the  Pavilion  and  Fence  were  neces- 
sary, but  as  the  estimate  for  mending  the  latter  came 
to  nearly  $200,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  let  them 
stand  over  until  more  Funds  were  forthcoming.  The 
new  practice  pitches  were  used  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  old. 

CRICKET. 

The  Club  is  to  be  congratulated  on  another  success- 
ful season  and  on  the  increased  enthusiasm  shown  by 
members.  Owing  to  bad  weather  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  begin  cricket  as  early  as  usual,  and  only  one 
match  was  played  in  May.  Rain  again  interfered  in 
September,  but  still  the  number  of  matches  played 
during  the  season  was  quite  up  to  the  average. 
Three  matches  were  played  against  the  Fleet  who 
were  each  time  defeated,  though  not  without  a  strug- 
gle. The  XI  that  played  against  Kobe  was  easily 
victorious  and  afterwards  furnished  a  serviceable 
contingent  for  the  China-Japan  match  which  was 
drawn  in  favour  of  Japan.  The  Kobe  Festival  will 
remain  as  the  pleasantest  recollection  to  all  who 
visited  the  port  and  were  thus  enabled  to  enjoy  the 
splendid  hospitality  of  the  Kobe  Cricket  Club. 

The  thanks  of  the  Club  are  due  to  the  Directors  of 
the  Japan  Brewery  Company,  Limited,  for  their  pre- 
sentation of  a  handsome  challenge  cup  for  the  highest 
batting  average.  The  first  holder  of  the  cup  is  Mr. 
F.  E,  White  with  an  average  of  31.90.  The  nearest 
to  him  were  Mr  Duff  31  81  and  Mr.  Dickinson  28.53. 
Three  centuries  were  madein  the  course  of  theseason, 
namely,  Mr.  W.  D.  S.  Edwards  137,  Mr.  White  129 
not  out  (against  Kobe),  and  Mr.  Duff  121  not  out. 
Mr,  White  was  also  the  winner  of  a  bat  kindly  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  C.  W.  Arnould,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Club,  for  the  highest  score  in  the  Interport  Match. 
In  bowling,  the  chief  work  was  done  by  Mr.  l.ias  (47 
wickets  for  an  average  of  5.78  runs),  Mr  W.  D.  S. 
Edwards,  Mr.  Walford  and  Mr.  Ross.  In  some  of  the 
matches  there  were  serious  mistakes  in  the  field  which 
have  materially  affected  the  bowling  analyses.  It  is 
in  the  direction  of  improved  fielding  that  the  Club 
must  now  look  for  an  increase  of  strength. 

FOOTBALL. 

In  this  branch  of  sport  the  past  season  has  been  on 
the  whole  a  good  one,  although  the  Inter-Club  games 
played  were  perhaps  not  quite  so  interesting  as  in 
some  years.  The  team  chosen  to  represent  the  Club 
against  Kobe  did  remarkably  well,  and  scored  adecisive 
victory  (two  goals  to  nil),  although  somewhat  handi- 
capped by  playing  on  a  foreign  ground,  and  the  enfor- 
ced retirement  of  a  Forward  from  the  field,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  game,  owing  to  an  accident.  The 
two  matches  phiyed  against  H.M.S.  Imperieuse  and 
H.M.S.  Caroline  were  also  won  by  the  Club  teams. 
Mr.  B.  Hyde-Pearson  was  made  Captain  of  Football 


for  the  season,  and  the  thanks  of  the  members  aro  due 
to  him  for  considerable  trouble  taken  to  organize  the 
various  matches  and  the  Interport  team.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  numbers  of  playing  members  will  increase 
before  next  season  as  it  has  been  found  very  dilTicult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  get  together  two  full  teams  for  an 
Inter-Club  Match  without  help  from  non. members. 
ATHLETICS. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  pressure  of  other  amuse 
ments  prevents  sufficient  interest  being  taken  in  this 
form  of  sport  to  enable  the  Committee  to  secure  an 
Autumn  Meeting  every  year.  In  the  past  year  it  was 
found  advisable  to  ab.mdon  the  attempt  to  organize 
a  meeting. 

LAWN  TENNIS. 
The  courts  were  much  used  by  members  in  the 
early  part  of  the  summer,  but  towards  the  hitter  end 
of  the  season  they  were  somewhat  neglected.  In 
May  a  Handicap  was  begun  which  lasted  until  July 
when  the  final  tie  was  easily  won  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Molli 
son.  The  number  of  entries — twenty-three — for  this 
competition  was  larger  than  usual. 

BASEBALL. 

The  opening  of  the  Season  was  not  at  all  promising 
for  this  sport.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  several  of  the 
best  players,  and  there  being  no  American  men-of-war 
in  port,  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  up  a  game 
before  the  2nd  September,  but  from  that  up  to  the 
17th  November  seven  matches  were  played,  five 
against  the  Navy  and  two  against  the  Cricket 
players.  Against  the  Mavy,  the  Club  won  two  games 
the  Navy  scoring  in  the  5  games  a  total  of  52  runs 
against  the  Club's  38  The  matches  "  Cricketers"  vs 
"Baseball  Players''  excited  considerable  interest;  the 
first  match  was  won  by  the  former,  22  to  13,  and  the 
second  by  the  Baseballists,  35  to  18.  It  should  be 
mentioned,  however,  that  in  the  last  game  the  latter 
had  the  assistance  of  a  number  of  players  from  the 
Navy  team  In  all  the  games  played  the  Shore  nines 
were  supplied  with  either  pitchers  or  catchers  from  the 
men-of-war.  it  being  found  impossible  to  make  up  a 
"  battery  "  from  among  the  Club's  players.  The  interest 
taken  in  the  game  by  the  Cricket  players  towards  the 
end  of  the  season  was  very  encouraging  to  the  sport 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  continue  during  th< 
coming  season.  With  practire  there  are  a  number  of 
the  Cricket  players  who  would  be  of  great  service  in 
matches. 

A  supply  of  new  gear  has  been  received,  which  was 
very  kindly  purchased  and  brought  over  by  Mr  E 
Holden  Smith. 

THE  HONORARV  TREASURER  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  YOKO 
HA  MA  CRICKET  AND  ATHLETIC  CLUB.  STATEMENT 
OF  ACCOUNTS — SEASON  1893-1894. 


Dr. 
2.91 

145.00 


March  1st,  1893. 

To  Balance  Brought  Forward   

To  Entrance  Fees  29'New  Members   

To  Subscriptions  : 

1st  Half  1893/4   jJ690 

and  Half  1893/4    680 

Tokyo  Members    30 

Visitors  and  Fleet    60 

2nd  Half  1893/3  (1  Member's  unpaid)     5  1,415,00 

To  Gear  account : 

Sate  of  Bats  and  Lawn  Tennis  Balls. 
To  Fire  Insurance  account  .- 

Return  pm.  on  Policy  

To  Interest  account : 

Interest  on  current  account  H.  & 

S  B.C.  at  2  per  cent  

By  I  forking  Expenses: 

Momban's  wages.  Coolies  wages, 

weeding,  turfing,  &c,  Water  Rate 

(ia  months)  and  Sundries  

By  Gea>  Account : 

Purchases  of  Gear  for  Cricket,  Lawn 

Tennis  and  Base  ball   

By  Match  Expenses   

By  Fire  Insurance  account  

By  Stationery   

By  Refund  of  Subscription  overpaid  

By  Photographs  account: 

Photographs  of  former  Cricket  Groups 

purchased  for  the  Club   

By  Ground  Rent  for  1894   

By  Balance  in  hand  


Cr. 


39-25 
303 

4.76 


673-8I 


37i-?S 
98.40 
20.90 
10.20 
S.oo 


3.00 
328.22 
98.67 


.894. 
Feb.  1. 


To  Balance  Brought  Forward. 


H.  V 


Audited  and  found  correct. 

G. 
J- 

The  Chairman  said 
would    be    the  election 


$1,609.95  $1,609.95 


 98.67 

.  Dickinson, 
Hon.  Treasurer. 


F.  Fenton, 
F.  Cox-Edwards. 


1  Auditors. 


that  the  next  business 
of  a  committee   for  the 


coming  year.  The  first  ballot  woidd  be  for 
a  President.  But  while  this  was  going  on,  how- 
ever, and  to  save  time  he  wished  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  meeting  an  alteration  of  a  ride  pro 
posed  by  Mr.  Walford.  He  would  read  it  first  as 
it  stood,  as  well  as  the  amendment.  The  rule  in 
question  was  No.  7  which  reads  :— • 

"That  non-resident  Naval  and  Military  Officers, 
and  visitors,  be  eligible  as  Honorary  Members, 
free  of  subscription  for  a  period  of  one  month,  and 
for  a  further  period  on  payment  of  a  subscription 
of  Two  Dollars  per  month,  without  entrance  fee, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  vote  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Club."  The  proposed  alteration 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Walfoi  d  was  as  follows: — 
"That  non-resident  Naval  and  Military  Officers 
and  visitors  be  eligible  as  Honorary  Members 
free  of  subscription  for  a  period  of  one  week  from 


the  dale  of  then  fi,  si  arrival  m  Yokohama  in  any 
year,  and  fui  a  fin  (her  period  to  (he  end  of  the 
cum  cut  year  on    payment  of   a   subsc.  iptiou  of 
lh.ee  dollar!  in  advance;  but  they  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  vote  in  the  management  of  ihe  Club." 
—  This  would  .eqiiiie  a  seconde.  before  it  was  pu( 
lo  Ihe  meeting.  He  might  s*y  that  the  proportion 
would    define    more  clea.ly    the  position  of  the 
Naval  Officers  and  such  other  visilocs  as  came;  it 
would  at  the  same  lime  simplify  matteis  foi  the 
Hon.  Treasurer  and  bring  in  ino.e  money. 
Mi.  Winn-:  seconded  the  amendment. 
Mi.  WaLPOBD,  in  bringing  forward  his  motion, 
said  that  there  were   many  reasons  for  his  doing 
so,  not  the   least   of  the    influences  being  thai 
which  had  been  mentioned  by  Mi.  Mollis... 1.  The.e 
we.e  a  lot  of  visitors  from   H.M.  ships  who  made 
use  of  iheg.ound.bats,  and  balls,  and  required  a 
number  of  assistants  to  be  kepi.    He  would  be 
very  sorry  In  ihink  the  rule  would  be  hard  upon 
them,  as  it  was  not  in  any  such  way  intended. 
What  be  particularly  called  the  attention  of  the 
meeting  was  the  stale  of  the  Club's  finances.  There 
was  at  p.esenl  $98  in  hand,  usually  they  only  had 
$2  in  hand  or  we.  e  $2  in  debt.    As  a  mallei  of  fact 
they  had  never  paid  their  way.    He  would  remind 
them  that  this  year  they  weie  under  heavy  liabili- 
ties for  repairs,  and  that  they  had  no  funds  to 
meet  it.    Now  the  Club  had  never  any  funds  in 
hand,  they  had  always  to  send  the  hat  round, 
whenever  required,   for  subscriptions.      If  they 
liked  lopayfo.  repaiisor  improvements  as  befoie, 
they  could  send  round  the  hat,  or  raise  the  annual 
subscriptions,  but  he  was  of  opinion  this  was  high 
enough.      Consequently,  he  suggested  that  this 
money  be  raided   from   visitors  who  made  use  of 
the  giound  and  were  willing  to  pay  for  their  own 
pleasures.    As  the  rule  now  stood  it  would  not 
allow  it.    All  were  not  liable  for  this,  but  some 
forgot  to  pay.     Hence  his  suggestion   that  the 
period  be  lessened  from  one  month  to  one  week 
and  the  fee  be  made  payable  in  advance,  and 
instead    of   $2    a    month    $3    would    cover  the 
year.     He    did    not    know    how    the  members 
iked  it,  but  it  was  for  them  to  decide.  He  did  not 
think  that  $3, — about  6  shillings — was  anything 
too  much.    It  was  not  a  matter  that  cost  nothing, 
as  there  was  the  wearing  out  of  bats  and  balls  as 
well  as  the  ground.    He  would  be  very  sorry 
indeed  if  the  rule  lessened  the  number  of  visitors. 
He  hoped  the  Club  would  play  as  many  games 
as  befoi  e  and  that  they  would  be  equally  as  enjoy- 
able, but  they  must  in  some  way  raise  money  and 
they  did  not  consider  it  fair  to  ask  the  membe.s 
to  do  so,  seeing  that  it  could  be  raised  from  gentle- 
men who  made  use  and  derived  so  much  pleasure 
from  the  ground.    The  matter  rested  entirely  with 
the  members  to  decide.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Henson  proposed  as  an  amendment  to 
Mi.  Walford's  proposition,  the  following — 

That  non  resident  Naval  and  Military  Officers 
and  visitors  be  eligible  as  Honorary  Members  free 
of  subscription  for  a  period  of  one  week  from  the 
date  of  their  first  arrival  iu  Yokohama,  and  for  a 
further  period  to  the  1st  of  March  foil  owing  on 
payment  of  a  subscription  of  three  dollars  in  ad- 
vance ;  but  they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  vote 
in  the  management  of  the  Club." 
Mr.  Dickinson  seconded. 

Mr.  Walford  expressed  bis  acquiescence  in  it. 
The  Chairman  intimated  that  Mr.  Henson's 
amendment  was  rather  an  alteration  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ford's. 

This,  on  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  carried. 
The  Chairman  then  announced  the  result  of  the 
ballot  for  President,  declaiing  that  the  choice  had 
lien  upon  himself.  (Applause).  He  would  be 
glad  10  accept  the  post  until  his  departure  from 
Yokohama,  which  would  be  yet  a  long  time. 

The  next  business  was  the  election  of  the  Vice- 
President  and  Captain  of  Oicket. 

While  this  was  going  on,  Mr.  Pearson  raised 
the  question  as  to  whether  Hockey  could  not  be 
played.  He  was  aware  that  Rule  II,  having  re- 
ference to  the  closi  ig  of  the  ground  was  an  ob- 
stacle, but  if  the  committee  agreed  to  it  this  could 
be  overcome.  Ihe  space  required  would  be  100 
yards  by  50,  while  Foolbatl  required  100  yards  by 
75.  The  rules  were  the  same  as  association  foot- 
ball and  ihe  game  was  not  as  rough  as  football. 

Some  discussion  then  took  place  relative  to  ihe 
matter,  the  Chairman  intimating  that  it  would  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

The   vote  for  Vice-President  and  Captain  of 
icket  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Walford.— 
(Applause). 

The  Chairman  said  the  next  business  was  the 
ection  of  seven  members  of  Committee.  Mr. 
Dickinson  was  willing  to  take  the  post  of 
Hon.  Treasurer,  while  Mr.  Kenyou  had  express- 
ed his  willingness  to  act  as  Secretary.  They 
would  be  soiry  lo  lose  Mr.  C.  W.  Arnould,  who 
was  shortly  going  to  Hongkong.  They  would  no 
doubt  bear  testimony  to  the  useful  woik  he  had 
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done  and  suggested  a  vole  of  thanks  be  tendered 
|ii,n     This  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.   Walford  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  thank  the  meeting  for  Ins  re  election.  He 
was  sorry  that  Mr.  Dodds  had  just  left  the  room, 
but  he  might  say  that  on  receiving 'Hie  Cup  from 
the  Dneclo.s  of  the   Kn  in  Beer   Co     a  letter  of 
thanks  was  sent  tliem  exp.essive  of  the  Uub.a 
sentiments.  Reverting  to  Cricket,  the  speaker  said 
that  every  opportunity  was  taken  to  play,  and  lie 
hoped  that  matches  would  be  as  nume.ous  this 
year  as  last.     He  would  suggest  that  some  one  be 
asked  to  take  charge  of  the  others-he  could  only 
attend  to  the  Club's  strongest  team— and  make  up 
an  eleven  to  play  such  visito.s  as  were  not  strong 
e"nough  to  pla'y  against  the  Club's  full  force.  If  the 
Commiileeagreedhewoulddo  everything  he  could 
to  f u.lherit.  Another  matter  he  wished  to  b.  nig  be 
fore  the  meeting  was  a  suggestion  that  those  who 
had  played  Cuckel  and    Football  in  Inteproii 
matches  should  have  some  permanent  ma^.say 
a  budge  to  distinguish  them.   The  Kobe  Club  was 
leldy  to  do  the  same.    They  had  had  a  pressing 
invitation  to  play  Hongkong    but  as  they  could 
not  get  up  a  team  it  had  to  be  declined ui 
invitation  had  been  sent  to  Hongkong.  The X  ub 
would  make  arrangement  to  meet  Shanghai  either 
here  or  in  Shanghai. 

Mr.  Garfit,  speaking   for   the  dt»»f,s; 
among  whom  he  included  himself,— thought  they 
might  leave  the  mailer  to  the  committee. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  for  Committee  was  then 
announced  as  follows-Messrs.  White,  Layard, 
Dickinson  Kenyon.Pearson,  Stone  and  MacNeill. 

Mr.  ARNOULD  proposed  a  vole  of  lhanks  to  Ml. 
Keil  for  the  use  of  ihe  room,  while  Mr.  Sutler 
pioposed  a  similar  vote  to  the  retinng  Committee. 
This  concluded  the  business  of  ihe  meeting. 


BE  AKIN  BROTHERS  AND 
PA  NY,  LIMITED. 


COM- 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  shareholders 
of  Messrs.  Deakin  Bros.,  Limited,  was  held I  in 
Kiel's  Building  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  M 
]  Rickelt,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
Presided.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  H. 
Andreis,  H.  W.  Lea,  T.  H.  Box  S.  L.  Goldman 
C.  K.  M.  Martin,  J.  Eyton,  W.  J.  S.  Shand,  b 
Isaacs,  C.  W.  Amould,  A.  B.  Walford,  and  C.  H. 
Fearon  (Secietary). 

The  Chairman,  .ising  at  half-past  four  o  clock 
announced  that  sufficient  sha.eholders  were  then 
present  lo  form  a  quorum,  he  therefore  called  the 
meeting  lo  order. 

The  Secretary  first  read  the  notice  convening 

the  meeting. 

The  Chairman  — The  last  annual  general  meet 
in*  of  shai  eholdei  s  was  held  on  the  231  d  February, 
l8cn,  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  take  up  twenty- 
three  closely  written  pages,  and  I  put  it  lo  you 
whether  they  had  not  belle,  be  laken  as  read. 

A  proposition  to  this  effect  was  then  put  and 

carried.  .  . 

The  Chairman— The  next  important  business 
before  the  meeting  is  ihe  p.  ese.uation  of  the  report 
and  accounts  for  the  year  ending  December  31st 
1803.    They  have  been  printed  and  circulated 
during  these  last  few  days,  and  have  no  doubt  been 
attentively  studied,  so  I  will  propose  that  they  be 
taken  as  read.     They  are  submitted  to  you  foi 
you.  acceptance,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  answe. 
any  question  that  may  be  put  upon  them.    1  am 
sorry  that  they  are  not  so  satisfactory  as  I  could 
wish.   But,  as  ihe  repo.t  explains,  lliere  have.been 
very  few  purchasers  in  Japan  last  year,  on  account 
of  the  fewer  number  of  tourists;  and  so  our  hopes 
in  that  direction  have  not  been  .  eahsed.  Business 
has  been  bad  in  all  parts  of   the  wo.  Id,  and  ol 
course  this  has  had   its  effect  upon  us.  Indeed, 
conside.ing  the  state  of  trade,  it  would  be  strange 
if  our  experience  had  been  singular  from  ihe  rest 
of  the  world  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  business 
done.    There  is  one  good  point  in  rega.d  to  the 
accounts,  however— the  entire  debenture  account 
of  $18,000  has  been  wiped  off,  thus  effecting  an 
annual  saving  of  $1,260  from  the  end  of  Decembe. 
of  last   year.    As  you  know,  a  fire  occurred  in 
the  living  apartments  above  our  store-room,  and 
it  was  Ihe  proceeds  derived  from  the  damage  done 
to  articles  which  we  surrendered  to  the  insurance 
companies— the  insurance  value  of  the  surrendered 
articles  — which    enabled  us  to  redeem   the  last 
$13  000  woith  of  debentures.    I  shall  now  be  glad 
to  hear  any  remai  ks  which  you  may  desire  to  make 
upon  the  accounts  which  are  now  before  you. 
am  fully  aware  that  they  aie  not  very  bnlliani  but 
I  place  them  before  you  for  your  acceptance. 

Mr.  S.  L.  Goldman  asked  what  ihe  item,  Sun- 
dry Debtois,  $8,133.09,  among  ihe  assets,  stood 
for;  was  il  money  owing  for  goods  sold? 

The  Chairman — Yes,  il  is  money  for  goods  sold. 


Mr.  Goldman— It  has  not  been  collected  yet? 
The  Chairman— Not  the  whole,  and  only  0 
very  smull  proportion  can  be  recovered,  I  am 
afiaid.  Dining  the  last  month  we  have  written 
to  these  debtors  who  leside  in  all  parts  of  Em  ope 
and  America,  but  have  not  received  any  replies  up 
to  the  pcesent  time. 

Mr.    Walford— Might  I  ask  if  ilns  Sundry 
Debtors  account  is  Ihe  same  as  the  Sundry  Debtoi  s 
account  presented  at  the  last  annual  meeting? 
The  Chairman— They  aie  the  same? 
Mr.  Walford— Are  the  debts  still  good 
The  Chairman— Some  are  extremely  doubtful. 
Mr.  Walford— They  have  not  been  written-off, 

I  suppose  ?  . 

The  Chairman— They  cannot  be  wntten  on 
until  we  receive  replies  to  our  letters.  Probably 
they  will  have  to  be  written  off  eventually— at 
least  a  good  many  of  them. 

Mr.  S.  Isaacs— The  sundry  debtors  of  the  pre- 
vious yea.  then  have  not  been  written-off  ?  Who 
are  they  ? 

The  Chairman— They  have  not  all  been  written- 
off,  because  we  have  not  received  any  replies  up 
to  the  present.  Some  of  them  are  local,  some  are 
put  down  as  owing  by  the  late  secretary. 

Mr.  Box  — How  much  is  owing  by  the  late 
secretsry  ? 

The  Chairman— That  is  rather  difficult  to  tell 
just  at  present.  There  are  some  pul  down  in  the 
books  as  apparently  owing  by  him,  and  they  possi- 
bly amount  to  some  $1,300.  Whether  he  is  liable 
for  the  whole  of  them  or  for  most,  we  have  been 
unable,  up  to  the  present,  to  ascertain. 

Mr.  Box — You  won't    know  till  you  receive 
eplies  ? 

The  Chairman— Not  till  then. 
Mr.  Box— Can  any  reason  be  given  why  the 
general  cha.ges  have  increased.    The  salary-list 
of  the  staff,   I  see,  has  been  decreased,  but  Ihe 
general  charges  have  increased  50  per  cent? 

The  Chairman— The  gene.al  charges  are  a 
shifting  cha.ge  upon  the  business,  they  vary  very 
much.  Among  them  is  an  item  of  some  $600,  which 
was  inclined  on  account  of  some  bronzes  being 
shipped  to  America  and  returned,  and  dues  on 
which  we  had  consequently  to  pay.  It  was  either 
an  error  of  the  late  secretary  or  arose  from  a  mis 
conception  on  his  part.  The  other  charges  on  thai 
item  are  all  due  for  vai  ious  things,  of  which  I  have 
a  list  here. 

Mr.  Box— This  stationery  account  of  $999,  does 
that  not  mean  the  old  stock  of  .stationery  ? 
The  Chairman— Yes,  it  consists  of  old  forms. 
Mr.  Box — And  is  woithless? 
The  Chairman — Yes. 

Mr.  Box— I  should  like  to  know  a  liltle  about 
the  Fite  Insurance;  the  slock  has  decreased,  but 
the  premium  increased  fiom  $970  to  $1,033,  what 
is  that  due  lo  ? 

The  Chairman— To  the  rebuilding  of  the  place. 
Mr.  Box— What  does  it  cover?  $1,033  seems  a 
large  amount  to  pay  on  $47,000  woi  ih  ot  stock. 

The  Chairman— It  covers  the  stock,  fittings, 
furniture,  etc.,  ihe  insurance  was  considerably 
higher  before  the  fii  e. 

Mr.  SHAND— The  charge  is  if  nett,  and  £  per 
cent,  lias  been  paid  on  the  building  since  the  fi.e. 

The  Chairman— Some  of  the  stock  was  form 
erly  under  insured,  and  we  raised  the  amount  o( 
insurance  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ure. 

Mr.  Box— Has  the  insurance  then  been  brought 
into  proportion  with  the  stock  ? 
The  Chairman — Yes. 

Mr.  Eyton— In  regard  to  the  balance  of  $11,- 
735.56,  Profit  and  Loss  account,  do  we  still  owe 

that?  ,  .  .. 

The  Chairman— That  is  a  loss  on  the  working 
account,  and  is  not  owing. 

Mr.  Shand— We  owe  nothing. 
The  Chairman— We  owe  nothing  at  all,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small «mouut,  Sundry  Creditors 
$1,797-49.  alld    aie    therefore   practically  owing 
nothing. 

Mr,  Arnould  — Does  that  represent  our  posi- 
tion at  the  present  moment— that  we  owe  nothing, 
The  Chairman— I  cannot  answer  on  the  spin 
of  the  moment.  The  lale  secietary  has  absconded, 
and  it  will  lake  some  time  to  find  oul  how  much  of 
that  $8,000  odd,  we  shall  be  able  to  recover  ;  we 
may  lose  a  great  part  of  it,  bul  the  loss,  if  there 
is  any,  will  nol  amount  to  more  than  $5,000  or 
$6,000  odd.  I  may  mention  heie  that  we  hold  in 
our  possession  193  shares  belonging  lo  Mr.  de 
Snuza,  and  the  Company  has  a  lieu  upon  ihe 
balance— his  total  number  of  shares  being  500. 

Mr.  Goldman— This  ilem  Sundry  Creditors, 
$1,797.49,  is  it  for  goods  received  and  not  paid  for  ? 

The  Chairman— Some  of  it  is  for  goods  .eceived 
and  nol  paid  for,  the  other  is  a  private  account  of 
Mr.  Deakin's  and  will  piobably  be  arranged. 

Mr.  Lea— This  $13,000  received  from  the  fiie 
insurance,  was  it  applied  to  ihe  stock  account  in 
Mo? 


The  Chairman— It  was  applied  to  the  stock, 
ftiriiitui  e,  etc. 

Mr.  Lea — It  appears,  after  deducting  a  cettain 
amount  applied  to  ihe  redemption  of  debentures, 
to  be  about  equal  lo  ihe  item,  p.ofits  f.om  sales. 
The  Chairman— $13,000  was  applied  to  the 
demption  of  debentu.es,  and  then  there  were  a 
few  debts. 

Mr.  Lea — It  appears  at  present  that  it  was  from 
this  soii.ce  that  the  profits  on  sales  was  derived. 

Mr.  Shand— There  was  no  profit  made  on  the 
goods  damaged  by  the  fi.  e — not  a  cent,  the  offices 
I0ol<  good  care  of  that. — (Laughter,) 

Mr.  Lea— At  present  I  can't  see  how  it  is 
credited. 

Mr,  Martin— The  Chairman  has  explained 
that  the  remaining  debentures  were  all  taken  up 
by  money  de.ived  from  the  insurance,  and  the 
slock  was  decreased  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  Box— Considering  the  unsatisfactory  state 
of  business  in  these  hard  limes,  don't  you  think,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  we  might  discontinue  the  electric- 
light,  something  might  be  saved  in  expenses. 

The  Chairman— We  must  have  light,  and  Ihe 
electi  ic  light  is  installed  there,  and  I  don't  see 
how  we  could  save  anything  by  adopting  your 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Box — It  was  simply  a  suggestion. 
The  Chairman— Besides,  a  good  many  of  our 
sales  are  conducted  in  the  evening.  Guests  stroll 
over  fiom  the  Grand  Hotel  in  the  evening  after 
dinner,  and  the  eleclric  light  brightens  up  ihe 
place  and  shows  the  goods  to  advantage. 

Mr.   Box — I  was  under  the  impression  that 
nothing  was  done  in  the  evening. 

The  Chairman— Oh,  we  do  a  good  deal  then. 
If  there  are  no  fuither  questions  upon  the  accounts 
to  be  put  I  shall  be  pleased  if  some  gentleman  will 
propose  their  adoption.  They  have  been  very 
carefully  audited  by  Mr.  Ure,  who  has  been  to 
considered  trouble  about  them;  he  has  very  care- 
fully checked  eveiy  item,  and  after  taking  every 
possible  trouble  and  care  has  signed  them,  certify- 
ing them  to  be  correct  to  the  lime  they  were  made 
up,  the  31st  December,  1893. 

Mr.  Eyton — I  propose  the  adoption  of  the  ac- 
counts as  presented. 

The  Chairman— Of  course,  gentlemen,  you 
have  it  in  your  power  lo  ask  for  an  adjourned 
meeting  at  which  the  accounts  can  be  gone  over, 
ilem  for  item,  but  you  could  go  on  adjourning 
meeting  after  meeting  for  20  years  without  getting 
them  into  any  better  form.  Mr.  Ure  has  been  most 
careful  in  his  prepaialion  of  them. 

M. .  Goldman — I  second  the  proposition,  and  in 
doing  so  suggest  that  a  fuilher  meeting  should  be 
Id  to  see  how  much  can  be  realised  of  this 
^u,  133.09';  to  clear  up  lliis  stationery  account,  and 
to  see  generally  what  we  are  worth  and  how  the 
accounts  really  should  appear.  We  want  to  know 
how  much  has  been  losl,  and  how  we  really  stand. 
Such  a  meeting  would  be  very  beneficial,  for  we 
have  in  our  balance-sheet  now  several  thousand 
dollars  of  assets  which  are  really  worthless,  and 
are  consequently  of  no  good  at  all.  We  could 
then  ascertain  how  much  de  Souza  has  absconded 
with,  what  slock  we  have,  what  debts  we  can  re- 
cover, and  what  must  we  write-off,  and  generally 
find  out  how  we  leally  stand. 

The   Chairman— With    regard  to  what  Mr. 
Goldman  has  just  said,  I  must  stale  thai  the  ques- 
tion of  the  goodwill  came  up  al  an  annual  general 
meeting  a  few  years  ago,  and  il  was  decided  by 
your  directors,  after  much  careful  deliberation, 
lhal  nothing  could  be  done — that,  in  fact,  it  was 
impossible  to  write-off  anything  unless  we  had 
something  lo  write  it  off  with,  and  that  iheonly  way 
possible  was  to  reduce  ihe  capital.    Last  year  a 
meeting  was  held  al  which  a  resolution  was  ca.  ried 
empowering  the  directois  to  reduce  the  capital 
whenever  they  considered  il  necessary.    This  re- 
solution was  embodied  in  the  Articles  of  Association 
and  il  was  my  intention  to-day,  to  draw  your  at- 
tention to  it — this  suggested  reduction  of  capital — 
so  as  to  get  your  opinions  upon  it.    The  directors 
did  nol  mention  it  in  their  report;  but  it  has  been 
discussed  among  shareholders.    It  appears  to  me 
that  the  resolution  which  has  been    much  be- 
fore the   Board   meetings  is  st.ongly  to  be  ie- 
commended,  for  it  is  very  desirable   that  the 
capital  be  reduced.    The  face-value  of  shares, 
at  present  $50,  would  be  wriiten  down  to  $25  or 
$20— [A  voice,  "$10."]— or  whatever  figure  it  was 
decided  to  have.    A  special  meeting  would,  of 
comse,  have  to  be  called  before  such  a  thing  could 
be  done,  but  I  shall  be  glad  to  get  shareholders' 
opinion  upon  the  subject  now.     I  have  had  some 
conversation  with  some  of  our  laigest  sha.eholders 
before  this  meeting,  with  rega.  d  to  the  reduction 
of  the  capital  and  I  find  that  they  are  in  favour 
of    the  measure,  while  your  Boaid  of  Directors 
wholly  suppoi  t  it. 

Mr.  Goldman— I  should  like  to  say  something 
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about  iliis  question  of  I'tduoiiMj  the  capital,  l>nt  I 
think  ilicie  is  a  propoiition  before  1  tic  ineetinfr. 

Tlie  Chairman — The  p<  uposition  of  Mr,  Eyton's 
is  lltal   die  accounts,  .is  presented,  he  passed 
and  Mi.  Goldman   lias  seconded  il.      1   will  put 
il  lo  the  meeting. 

The  proposition  was  carried  unanimously. 

KB  PORT. 

The  Directors  beg  to  lay  before  the  Shareholders  ; 
general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  and 
Balance  Sheet  for  the  year  einling  3 1  st  December,  1893 

The  Direciors  regret  that  the  prolit  on  sales  for  the 
year  amounted  only  to  §3,096.05  as  against  $15,026.84 
last  year. 

This  is  attributable  to  failures,  and  the  bad  state  of 
business  all  over  the  world,  and  the  consequent  lack 
of  purchasers. 

The  running  expenses  have  been  reduced  to  their 
lowest  limit,  and  every  care  has  been  taken  with  1 
view  to  economy.  On  the  29th  October  a  fireoccured 
in  the  dwelling  above  the  store,  by  which  considerable 
damage  w  is  done  to  the  Company's  premises  and  stock 
and  $16,22844  was  received  in  respect  of  the  damaged 
goods,  out  of  which  $13  000  was  applied  to  paying  off 
Debentures.  The  total  Debentures  paid  off  during 
the  year  amounted  to  $18,000,  and  a  great  saving  in 
interest  has  thereby  been  effected.  There  are  now  no 
Debentures  existing.  The  Directors  can  only  hope 
that  the  business  will  show  a  better  result  in  the 
coming  year. 

DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Howard  resigned  his  seat  on  the  Board 
in  August,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  Mr.  [.J.  de 
Souza,  late  Secretary,  who  resigned  his  seat  this 
mouth,  and  there  is  therefore  a  vacancy  on  the  Board. 

Messrs.  J.  Rickett  and  C  K.  M.  Martin  retire  by 
rotation,  but  offer  themselves  for  re-election. 

SECRETARY. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Fearon  was  appointed  Secretary  in  Sep- 
tember, in  place  of  Mr.  J.  f.  de  Souza. 

AUDITOR. 

The  accounts  have  been  audited  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Ure, 
and  the  Directors  have  much  pleasure  in  proposing 
him  again  as  Auditor.  J.  Rickett,  Chairman, 

Yokohama,  February  21st,  1893. 


BALANCE  SHEET  TO  3IST  DECEMBER, 
Assets. 

National  Bctnk  of  China  ,,  

Cash  in  hand  

Cost  of  Goodwill,  Fixtures,  etc  

Cost  of  Furniture  

Cost  of  Stationery  

Cost  of  Stock  

Bills  Receivable   

Sundry  Debtors   

Balance  from  Protit  and  Loss  account  


lRo.3- 


33M» 
4*3-95 
80,000,00 
9,718.34 
ggg  co 
47,816.80 
543-31 
8,133-09 
">544  »5 


Liabilities. 


Capital  subscribed. 

Suspense   

General  charges'  . 
Sundry  Creditors  . 


*>5».549-86 


..  {150,000.00 
193.27 
560.10 
1,797-49 


*'5».549  8j 


WORKING  ACCOUNT  TO  3IST  DECEMBER,  1893. 


To  Salaries   

To  Rent   

To  Commission   

To  Breakage   

To  Discount   

To  Fire  Insurance  

To  Interest   

To  General  (  harges   

To  Bad  and  doubtful  debts 


By  Freight 

By  transfer  fees 

By  Balance 


-  « 


3,98420 
3,025.00 
234.17 
5° 
25-75 
i.°31-34 
1,120.83 
3,180.90 
170.37 


S  11,775-06 

$  3.00 
36.50 
i>.735  56 


$  ii.775.o6 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT  TO   31ST  DECEMBER,  1895. 

$  3,704.64 

300.00 


To  Balance  from  last  year... 

To  Auditor's  fee   

To  Balance  of  Working  a/c. 


H.735  56 


By  Profit  on  sales  .. 
By  Balance   


I  14,640.20 

...  $  3.c96.oS 
-  n,544-'5 


t  14,640.30 


J-Dir 


C.  H.  Fearon,  C.  K.  M.  Martin, 

Secretary.  E  Andrbis, 

1  have  compared  the  above  statements  with  the  Books  and 
Vouchers  of  the  Company,  and  find  the  same  in  accordance 
therewith. 

Chas.  W;  Ure,  Auditor. 

Yokohama,  aist  February,  1894. 

Mr.  Goldman — In  reference  to  straightening 
out  ihe  accounts,  I  think  it  can  be  done  with- 
out reducing  the  capital.  We  have  among  the 
assets  a  sum  of  $11,544.15  which  is  valueless. 
This  could  be  wiped  off  without  recourse  to  reduc- 
ing the  capital.  To  effect  the  reduction  in  capital 
will  cost  I  am  told,  about  $500.  That  is  an  amount 
which  should  be  saved.  Il  the  face  value  of  0111 
shares  aie  reduced,  their  market  price  is  also  re 
duced,  but  the  value  of  the  stock  is  not  increased 
by  a  cent.  I  think  we  should  straighten  out 
affairs,  see  how  we  stand,  and  then  if  we  find 
that  we  cannot  get  along  and  pay  our  way,  we  must 
liquidate.    That  is  the  position  we  have  to  face. 


The  Chairman  —  I  have  no  wish  to  i.iise  false 
hopes  IIOl  pose  as  an  alarmist,  but  I  do  not  think 
thill  the  outlook  is  as  bad  as  at   piesenl  appeal  s 
II  we  have  a  good  business  dill  ing  this  yeai  ,    I  do 
not  peieeive  any  reason  why  the  Company  should 
not  pay  a  dividend.     While  we  have  any  debts 
upon  us  ami  the  books  show  a  loss,  no  dividend 
can    he    paid.     A    1  eduction    in    capital  would 
I   believe,  enable   us  lo    pay  a  dividend.  On 
shares,  if  not  quoted  at  par  or  even  at  a  pie 
■  ilium,  would  yel  not  be  quoted  at  such  a  vei  y 
girat  discount.    The  mallei'  has  been  thought  Oil  I 
carefully  by  the  directors  and  ihey  aie  in  favbm 
of  this  I  eduction  in  the  capital,  while  many  of  on 
largest  shareholders  are  agreed  upon  the  point, 
Befoie   llie   matter  drops,   I    may    mention  thai 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  directors  to  call  an  extia 
ordinary  meeting  of  shareholders  at  which  the 
proposition  for  the  1  eduction   of  capital   will  lie 
brought  up  ;  due  notice  will  he  given   so  that  you 
may  all  have  plenty  of  lime  in  which  to  formulate 
youi  opinions  upon  the  subject.     Now,  gentlemen, 
our  business  is  to  elect  two  directors.    Two  reliie 
now  by  rotation,  Mr.  C.  K.  M.  Martin  and  myself, 
ami  we  offer  ourselves  for  1  Selection,     There  is 
one  other  vacancy,  but  the  directors  will  them- 
selves decide  whethei  it  shall  be  filled.    They  ask 
you  now  lo  fill  llie  two  vacancies. 

Mr.  Golman  moved  and  Mr.  Isaacs  seconded 
the  leeleclion  of  Messis.  Rickett  and  Martin. 
Caiiied  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  —  I  thank  you  gentlemen,  on  be- 
half of  Mi  .  Mai  tin  as  well  as  myself.  The  next 
business  is  llie  appointment  of  an  auditor.  If  you 
will  permit,  I  would  piopose  Mr.  Ui  e  for  that  posi- 
tion. He  has  devoted  much  time  and  trouble 
to  our  affaii  s. 

Mr.  Lea — I  will  second  that. — Carried. 
The  Chairman — That  is  all  the  business,  gen 
tlemen,  I  thank  you  for  your  attendance. 

Mr.  Box — Before  we  seperate  I  should  like  to 
piopose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  our  Chaiiman.  I 
hope  next  year,  however,  he  will  be  able  to  present 
a  better  balance  sheet. 

The  Chairman  in  acknowledging  the  compli 
pliment,  said  that  he  gave  his  best  attention  to 
shareholder'  interests,  and  he  was  well  suppoited 
by  his  colleagues  on  the  board.  He  would  like 
to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  lo  Mr.  Kiel  for  the 
use  of  the  room. 

This  vote  was  can  ied  unanimously  and  the 
meeting  dispersed. 


HONGKONG  AND  SHANGHAI  BANK- 
ING CORPORATION. 


HALF-YEARLY  MEETING. 

The  fifty-seventh  oidinary  half  yearly  meeting 
of  shareholders  in  this  Company  was  held  in  the 
City  Hall,  Hongkong,  on  Saturday,  the  171I1  inst. 
Mr.  H.  Hoppius  presided,  and  there  were  also  pie- 
sent  the  Hon.  J.J.  Keswick,  Messrs,  C.  J.  Holli 
day,  R.  M.  Giay,  C.  Jantzen,  J.  Kiamer,  A.  Mc- 
Conachie,  J-S.  Moses.  D.  R.  Sassoon  (directors),'?. 
Jackson  (chief  manager),  V.  A.  C.  Hawkins,  H. 
E.  R.  Hunter,  W.  S.  Bamsey,  J.  D.  Hum- 
phreys, ).  M.  E.  Machado,  K.  A.  Chinoy,  C. 
J.  Gonsalves,  W.  G.  Heurmann,  R.  Ishei  wood, 
C.  Beurniann,  C.  C.  Cohen,  A.  G.  Wood,  A.  P. 
MacEwen,  H.  Humpliieys,  A.  Coxon,  Hon.  E.  R. 
Belilios,  Hon.  C.  P.  dialer,  J.  S.  Ezekiel,  F.  N, 
Filth,  J.  M.  Alves,  R.  Shewan,  F.  Henderson. 
W.  R.  McCallum,  S.  G.  Bi.d,  S.  L  Dai  by.  A. 
Coutts,  G.  de  Champeaux,  K.  M.  Ross.  C.  A. 
Tonies,  S.  Hancock,  A.  Hancock,  P.  Jordan,  J.  B, 
Coughlrie,  B.  Layton,  H.  N.  Mody,  G.  M.  Bain, 
R.  Lyall,  E.  Jones  Hughes,  St.  C.  Michaelsen 
and  others. 

The  Chief  Manager  having  read  the  notice  of 
meeting. 

The  Chairman  read  ihe  repoit  of  the  direciors 
(which  has  alteady  been  published)  and  continued 
Gentlemen,  the  past  half  yeai  has  witnessed  a 
steady  decline  in  the  pi  ice  of  silver  and  in  Eastern 
Exchanges;  il  has  been  thioughouta  pei  iod  of 
anxiety  to  all  connected  with  llie  East,  Never- 
theless we  have  the  pleasure  to  pi esent  lo  you  a 
very  favourable  balance-sheet  for  the  six  months 
ended  31st  December,  resulting  in  a  dividend  of 
£1  per  share,  3  lacs  to  reserve,  and  one  lac  to 
ci edit  of  Bank  Premises  account;  the  latter  ac- 
count has  been  increased  by  the  erection  of 
new  premises  at  Singapoie,  where  they  wei  e  very 
much  needed.  Some  of  our  friends  think,  con 
sideling  the  profits  realized,  that  a  lai  ger  dividend 
might  have  been  declai  ed,  but  with  the  expei  ieuce 
ofiecent  years  fresh  in  our  memory,  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  piesent  unsettled  state  of 
silver,  we  consider  that  in  strengthening  the  Re- 
serve Fund  we  are  acting  in  the  true  interests  of 


llie  shareholders.  It  will  be  noticed  thai  it  now 
takes  twice  as  many  dollais  lo  pay  one  pound 
per  bhaie  as  il  did  twenty-live  yeais  ago,  when 
we  used  to  look  upon  (he  pai  value  of  the  dollar 
as  4/6.  The  present  dividend  is  calculated  al  an 
exchange  of  2/3.  I  take  this  Opportunity  of  men- 
tioning that  the  way  the  exchanges  of  the  Bank 
are  managed  we  do  not  stand  to  lose,  no  mailer 
how  viulenlly  the  pi  ice  nf  silver  may  fluctuate;  we 
endeavour  at  all  biauclies  of  the  Bank  not  to  have 
heavy  Commitments:  in  fact  we  run  along  upon  ail 
even  keel  as  far  as  il  is  possible  lo  do  so.  Dining 
the  peiiod  under  review  this  policy  has  stood  us  in 
good  slead,  and  however  much  we  tegietted  lo  see 
the  continual  diop  in  Exchange,  we  had  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  we  had  safeguaidtd 
ourselves  against  its  diiecl  consequences.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  dining  the  half-year  0111  ster- 
ling deposits  deci  eased  ^872,384. 1  1.3  ;  on  the  31st 
of  Oclobei  when  Ihe  London  half-yeai  closed  they 
stood  at  £3, 415,992  2.5,  and  we  lea.  11  both  by  post 
and  wire  that  a  steady  deciease  has  since  been 
going  on.  This  we  were  quite  prepared  for,  and 
throughout  the  half-year  our  London  office  has 
been  ill  a  sltong  and  independent  position.  Con- 
sidering the  recent  decline  in  exchange  it  would 
not  have  suited  us  to  have  larger  deposits  in  Lon- 
don than  we  have  1  ecenlly  had,  or  than  we  have 
at  piesent.  On  ihe  contrary,  the  fact  that  deposits 
were  leaving  us  caused  us  to  cm  tail  advances  in  the 
East,  and  lemit  to  London,  which  has  turned  out 
to  our  advantage.  You  will  notice  that  dm  iug  the 
six  months  bills  discounted,  loans,  and  credits  have 
deci  eased  from  $46,983,148.31  to  $40,626  957.64, 
say  $6  356,190  67,  while  on  the  olhei  hand  bills  le 
ceivable  during  the  same  peiiod  have  inci  eased 
by  $7.5 1 7,279,78.  The  object  attained  has  been 
a  reduction  ol  our  home  liabilities,  and  a  laige 
incieaseof  our  home  assets.  Cot  responding  with 
the  decline  in  our  sterling  deposits  we  have  to 
point  out  that  during  the  six  months  our  silver 
deposits  have  increased  by  $3,779,185  20,  so  that 
we  have  ample  funds  for  conducting  llie  large 
exchange  business  we  ate  doing,  without  being 
haunted  by  llie  fear  of  a  constantly  falling  ex- 
change. The  closing  of  the  Indian  mints,  as 
experts  predicted,  has  turned  out  to  be  a  most 
unfm  tuiiate  measure.  Aitificially  protecting  the 
rupee  and  leaving  silver  unprotected  has  com- 
pletely turned  the  natural  course  of  the  Indian 
trade,  so  thai  latterly  impoits  have  been  larger 
than  exports;  such  being  ihe  case  it  seems  difficult 
to  answer  llie  question — how  is  India  going  lo  pay 
her  sterling  commitments'?  There  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, only  one  cure  for  the  present  deplorable  state 
of  Indian  finance,  viz.,  an  international  agreement 
for  fixing  the  parity  between  gold  and  silver.  I 
hope  the  wreck  that  is  being  made  of  all  silver  in- 
terests will  result  in  another  conference  being  as- 
sembled, from  which  some  decision  sounder  in  prin- 
ciple than  a  protected  and  fictitious  currency  will  be 
the  outcome.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  half- 
year  the  Bank  has  been  almost  wholly  free  from 
bad  debts,  and  never  during  its  career  has  it  done 
a  sounder  or  more  profitable  business  than  it  is 
doing  at  the  present  lime.  Before  proceeding  to 
move  the  adoption  of  the  repoit  and  accounts, 
gentlemen,  I  shall  be  glad  lo  answer  any  questions 
that  may  be  addressed  to  the  chair,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability. 

There  being  no  questions  the  Chairman  pro- 
posed the  adoption  of  ihe  reports  and  accounts. 

Mr.  Belilios — Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
it  is  will)  unfeigned  pleasure  I  rise  lo  second  the 
adoption  of  the  repot  l  and  accounts.  In  doing 
so  I  should  like,  first  of  all,  to  express  my  hearty 
appreciation  of  the  excellent  management  which 
has  produced  such  good  results  as  those  set  out 
befoie  us.  —  (Cheers.)  It  should  not  be  fotgollen  for 
one  moment  that  these  results  have  been  at- 
tained in  the  most  troublous  times  financially 
thai  I,  or  perhaps  any  one  present,  has  ever  wit- 
nessed— a  lime  of  such  dislocation  of  exchanges 
and  such  a  destruction  of  ciedits  as  would  suffice 
to  task  the  pi  udence  and  lact  of  ihe  wisest  and 
most  expeiienced  bankers  to  sleet  our  ship 
uough  safely.  It  has,  as  yon  know,  been 
steered  with  consummate  tact,  and  the  cool  head 
at  the  helm  has  never  faltered,  never  failed  in 
the  hour  of  trial,  — (Applause.)  The  management 
has  been  ably  seconded  by  a  competent  staff— 
(hear,  hear)— and  now  we  find,  as  the  outcome 
of  all  their  care  and  prescience,  ihe  Bank  in  a 
position  equal  to  that  held  by  it  before  the  re- 
cent reverses  overtook  it.  The  Reserve  Fund 
is  again  rapidly  growing  and  in  another  one  or 
two  years  will  fully  regain  its  former  dimensions. 
Under  such  cii Ciimslatices  I  think  we  may  calmly 
00k  foi  wat  d  to  this  gt  eat  financial  institution,  of 
which  we  aie  justly  ptoud,  attaining  to  a  position 
of  eminence  yet  undreamed  of. — (Applause.)  And 
now  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  finacial  policy 
of  the  Indian  Government — a  policy  that  has  done 
so  much  to  damage  and  reduce  our  trade  with 
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Uiat  great  Empire.    Gentlemen,  I  am  sure  tliai 
you    will    agree    with    me  thai    the  policy  pin- 
sued    lias    been    foolish    and    irrational.  The 
Indian  Government   should  have  done  in  effect 
what  the   Court  of  Diiectors  of  this  Bank  has 
done— convert    their    profits  into     stethug  and 
make  the  sum  in  sterling  subject  to  payment  of 
dividend  in  stei  ling  less  loss  in  exchange,     l  ie 
revenue  of  India  should  have  been  dealt  with  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  profits  of  the  wo,  king  of  the 
Bank  during  the  past  15  or  20  years.     I  he  experi- 
ment of  closing  the  mints  will  certainly  fail  111  Us 
object;  and  the  last  state  of  the  rupee  will  be 
worse  than  the  condition  from  which  it  was  sought 
10  save  it.    I  emphatically  agree  with  you,  Mr, 
Chairman,  that  nothing  short  of  an  international 
agreement  between  the  Powers  to  bring  about  a 
fixed  ratio  between  the  precious  metals  will  settle 
the  present  silver  difficulty  on  a  permanent  basis. 
Gold  is  now  being  hoarded  and  thus  taken  out  of 
ci, elation.     It  is  gold  that  is  appreciating,  not 
silver  that  is  depreciating,  because  it  is  a  fact,  _a 
notorious  fact  to-day  in  Europe,  a  certain  sum  in 
gold  buys  more  real  estate  than  it  did  twenty  years 
ago,  whereas  in  the  East  a  certain  sum  in  silver 
buys  as  much  produce  and  piovisions  as  it  did 
twentyyearsago.— (Applause.)  If  this  enhancement 
in  the  value  of  gold,  this  appreciation,  is  allowed  to 
eo  on  unchecked,  we  shall  probably  find  in  a  few 
years  eighteen-pence  or  less  of  gold  buying  one 
ounce  of  silver.    England  expended  vast  sums  of 
money  and  many  valuable  lives  to  open  up  China 
to  her  commerce  and  secure  a  valuable  market 
for  her  manufactures;  she  conquered  India  at 
enormous  trouble  and  expense  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, yet  now  she  is  faltering  and  hesitating  to 
lake  the  proper  step    to  secure  111    the  future 
those,  the  chief  markets  of  Asia,  for  which  she 
has  paid  so  high  a  price.    If  she  hesitates  too 
long— and  a  few  months  may  prove  most  disas- 
trously long— she  may  find  her  manufactures  shut 
out  of  these  markets  altogether.    I  can  only  hope 
that  her  rulers  will  become  alive  to  the  serious 
nature  of  the  crisis  which  the  national  interests 
have  reached  before  it  is  too  late.  Gentlemen,  the 
evidence  given  by  our  Chief  Manager  before  Lord 
Herschell's    Committee  will   remain   extant  for 
ever,  a  standing  monument  of  good  advice,  in- 
telligence, and    foresight.     His   prediction  has 
been    realized  to  the   letter.— (Applause.)  The 
remembrance  of  every  word  of  that  prediction  I 
trust  will  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  those  members  of 
that  Commission  who  voted  adversely  to  the  ex- 
pressed opinion  of  such  an  expe.  t,  and  by  so  doing 
brought  disaster  on  India.— (Applause.)  Gentle- 
man, with  such  a  manager  at  thtf  head  oTthe 
affairs  of  this  Bank  we  need  fear  nothing— (ap- 
plause)-!)^ hope,  confidently  hope,  for  our  local 
institution  a  continued  advancement  and  a  long 
career  of  prosperity.— (Applause.)  . 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr    MiCHAELSEN  proposed   the  re-election  ot 
the  retiring  directors,  Messrs.  Moses,  Jantzen,  and 
Kramer,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  R.  M.  Gray  as  a  director. 
Mr.  B.  Shewan  seconded. 
Carried  unanimously.  , 
Mr.  J.  D.  Humphreys  moved  the  re-election  of 
Messrs.  F.  Henderson,  A.  G.  Wood,  and  S.  G. 
Bird  as  auditors. 

Mr.  J.  B.  CoughtRIE  seconded. 
Carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman— Gentlemen,  that  is  all  the 
business  befo.e  the  meeting.  I  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  attendance.  Dividend  warrants 
will  be  ready  on  Monday. 

Mr  Bkurmann— Before  this  meeting  closes  1 
wish  to  p.opose  a  vole  of  thanks  to  the  duectois 
the  manager,  and  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Bank 
for  their  different  pa.ts  in  the  wo. k  which  has  p.o 
duced  such  good  results.  I  hope  that  at  the  close 
of  the  present  half-year  a  similar  balance  sheet 
will  be  foithcoming.— (Applause.)  . 

The  Chairman— I  thank  you  very  much,  gentle 
men,  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and  the  ch.e 
manager  and  staff  for  the  vote  which  you  hav. 
just  received  so  well  and  canied.     I  can  only  say 
lhat  I  am  quite  sure  that  we  owe  a  great  deal  to 
the  chief  manager  and  the  staff  for  the  bull. ant 
results  which  have  been  achieved  .—(Applause.) 

This  concluded  the  meeting.— Daily  Press. 


FUTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


A  FORBC AST  FROM  AFAR. 


"a  communication  transmitting  copies  of  con 

ueJ  ship  wm  be  a  vessel  of  the  Magnificent  class, 
and  will  rank  as  the  largest  and  heaviest  eve. 
constructed  at  Pembroke.  Her  ^nens.ons  w. 
be  390b.  in  length,  7#t.  beam,  and  displacement 
15,000  ions.  It  is  intended  to  push  forward  Hie 
construction  almost  immediately. 


The  title  of  this  paper  may  seem  to  be  too 
ambitious,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  written  by  one 
hose  lot  in  life  has  been  cast  for  many  years  past 
,,1  a  place  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  British 
Empire,  and  ten  thousand  miles  distant  from  the 
B.ilish  Isles,  may  be  thought  sufficient  to  indicate 
obvious  incapacity  in  the  somce.  Yet  prefaced 
by  these  admissions,  the  paper  is  submitted,  with 
your  consent,  to  the  indulgent  consideration  of 
your  readers. 

The  recent  course  of  events  in  the  three  great 
self-governing  branches  of  Great  Britain  lias 
brought  about  a  strong  feeling  of  unrest  in  England 
in  regard  to  the  future  of  the  British  Empi.e. 

Canada,  Australasia,  and  South    Africa  are 
moving  in  parallel  lines  towards  the  same  goal, 
and  the  pace  at  which  they  ate  moving  has  been 
much  accelerated  of  late.     This  has  naturally 
given  rise  to  great  anxiety  in  very  many  of  the 
leading  minds  in  England  as  to  what  the  real 
goal  in  each  case  is,  and  what  will  be  the  effect 
upon  the  Biilish  Empire  of  the  ariival  at  the 
destined  goal,  of  each    and  all  of  these  three 
great  countries.     The  political  ties  between  the 
Biilish  Government,   and    the  Governments  of 
each  of  these  countries  is  even  now  of  ihe  very 
slenderest    nature,    though    it    should  never  be 
forgotten  that  in  certain  eventualities  of  war,  the 
connection  would  become  one  of  very  practical 
and  powerful,  effect.    At  present  there  are  two 
matters  in  which  the  Impei  ial  Government  directly 
affects  the  lives  of  dwellers  in  these  three  countries. 
Thefirst  is  by  the  appoiniment  of  Governors.  These 
Governors,  however,  have  no  real  power  whatever. 
They  can  neither  appoint  nor  dismiss  anyone 
except  their  own  private  secretaries,  and  the  only 
function  of  any  impoi  lance  in  which  ihey  have  a 
1  eal  disci  etiona.y  power  is  to  grant  or  refuse  a  dis 
solution  of  the  Colonial  parliament.    The  second 
is  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Privy  Council. 
Signs  are  very  plainly  discernible  that  in  each  of 
ihe  three  countries  men  are  beginning  to  consider 
whether  they  cannol  conveniently  dispense  with 
bolh  of  these  remaining  points  of  political  connec- 
tion with  the  Home  Government.  Strenuous  assei  - 
tions  of  "  loyalty  "are  being  constantly  made  from 
many  sources,  but  this,  as  a  real  factor  in  the 
situation,  may,  I  think,  be  eliminated  from  con 
sideration  as  being  not  likely  to  prevent,  though  u 
may  retard,  the  inevitable  course  of  events. 

The  success  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
attracting  a  vast  and  rapidly  increasing  popula- 
tion, and  in  achieving  a  position  as  one  of  the  gre.it 
Powers  of  the  world,  has  already  exercised  a  fasci- 
nating influence  upon  the  dwellers  in  the  th.ee 
countries  I  have  named,  and  this  influence  is  un- 
doubtedly growing  sti ouger  daily.  The  success 
has  been  attained  by  means  of  a  federal  system  of 
Government,  and  consequently  "  federation  "  is 
regarded  by  the  peoples  of  Canada,  Australasia, 
and  South  Africa,  as  the  grand  system  by  which 
they  will  be  able,  in  the  near  future,  to  bring  about 
their  new  birth  as  "  nations."  In  England  people 
are  becoming  deeply  impressed  with  the  import- 
ance of  these  facts,  and  they  have  seized  upon  the 
"federation"  idea  also,  but  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
using  il  to  perpetuate  the  Empire,  and  to  prevent 
ihe  birth  of  new  nations. 

"  The  Imperial  Federation  League      has  ob- 
tained the  adhesion  of  a  great  array  of  names  of 
men  of  light  and  leading,  but  although  the  society 
lias  been  but  a  short  lime  in  existence,  it  is  evident 
thai    a  feeling    of    hopelessness    pe.vades  very 
many  memhe.s  of  the  Society  itself.    This  feeling 
has  led  to  the  creation  of  another  Society  called 
ihe  "United  Empire  T.ade  League,"  which  al- 
ready includes  on  its  rolls  a  very  large  number 
of  very  dislinguishedjiames.     The  objects  of  this 
society    are,  however,  in  reality  jusl  as  impiac 
ticable   as    those    of    the    former    society,  and 
though  admit  able  in   intention  will  be  found  to 
have  practically  no  effect  upon  ihe  course  of  history. 
When  this  is  seen  and  acknowledged,  as  it  soon 
will  be,  other  societies  will   probably  arise  with 
the  intention  of  grappling  with  the  problem  by 
a  different  method,  but  in  so  far  as  they  attempi 
to  slop  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
prevent  these  three  great  countries  from  starling 
in  the  business  of  life  on  their  own  account,  they 
must  all  fail.     The  only  society  that  could  do 
any  real  good,  and  last,  would  be  a  society  to 
promote  the  consolidation  of  all  English-speaking 
peoples,  and  which,  for  a  shoi  t  title,  might  lake 
the   name  of   "  The   English   Speaking  Union. 
Such  a  society,    accepting   as  an  inevitable  fact 
the  certainty  lhat  there  will  soon  be  a  family  of 
English-speaking  nations  in  different  parts  of  the 
globe,  could  woik    now   in   many  very  piactical 
ways  towards   maintaining  close   political,  com- 
mercial, and  social  relations  between  the  members 


of  this  great  family  for  all  time,  and  such  a 
Society  could  lasi,  with  grand  work  to  do,  as 
long  as  ihe  family  itself  lasted.  Its  gieal  work 
now  would  be  to  endeavour  to  prepare  for  the 
birth  of  each  new  member  of  the  family,  by  pro- 
viding in  every  possible  way  lhat  when  the  birth 
occurred  in  each  case  il  should  not  be  accompanied 
by  strife,  or  ill  will  of  any  kind,  but  rather  with  the 
feeling  of  pride  and  joy  lhat  a  son  is  born  ;  and 
that  the  commercial  relations  existing  at  the  time 
should  be  as  close  as  possible,  and  should  suffer 
no  diminution  by  the  change. 

The  fundamental  idea  upon  which  the  two  socie- 
ties that  I  have  mentioned  appear  to  be  based,  is 
that  if  these  three  great  counuies  become  politi- 
cally   independent   of    England,   then    the  sun 
of  England  has  at  least  commenced  to  set,  and 
must    lapidly  dwindle  away  from  the  political 
horizon.     I  would  venture  to  suggest,  first,  that 
even  if  this  were  true,  no  amount  of  societies,  or 
leagues, could  prevent  it, and  secondly,  lhat  it  is  not 
line.  As  to  the  first  point,  I  will  add  nothing  heie 
to  what  I  have  said,  but  as  to  the  second,  I  would 
suggest  the  following  considerations.  Assuming 
that  on  a  given  date  early  in  the  twentieth  centuiy, 
ihe  English-speaking  family  of  nations  will  consist 
of  the  following,  or,  at  any  rate,  thai  the  principal 
members  of  the  family  will  be  :    Great  Britain  ;  the 
United  Stales  of  Amei  ica  ;  the  Dominion  of  Canada; 
the  South  Africa  Confederation;   and  the  Aus- 
tralian Commonwealth,  the  question  thai  interests 
Englishmen  so  much  is,  what  will  the  position  of 
Gieat  Biitain  then  be,  and  how  will  she  be  able  to 
maintain  her  pride  of  place?    The  true  answer  to 
this   question    will    only  be    found,  I  think,  by 
placing  entirely  out  of  consideration  all  one's  own 
wishes  and  predilections  on  the  subject,  and  by 
treating  the  question  in  a  judicial,  and  wholly  im- 
partial, and  unprejudiced  spirit.    The  fiist  fact  of 
importance  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  this.    With  the 
exception  of  G.eat  Biitain,  all  the  other  members 
of  the  family  will  possess  vast  areas,  and  compara- 
tively small  populations,  and  for  many  generations 
10  come  their  energies  will  be  principally  absoibed 
at  home    in   filling  up  their  teriitories.  Great 
Britain,  on  the  contrary,  will  no  doubt  continue  to 
do  as  she  is  doing  now,  viz  :  export  a  young  nation 
every  year.    Where  will  her  sons  go  then,  and  what 
will  they  do  ?    It  is  probable  thai  they  will  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  go  to  join  other  members  of  the  great 
family  as  they  are  doing  now,  but  it  is  also  probable 
lhat  as  the  parls  now  marked  on  the  map  as  B.  ilish 
territory  shrink  in  some  directions,  they  will  as 
rapidly  increase  in  others,  and  provide  occupation 
for  generations  of  Englishmen  yet  unboin.  It 
may  be  thai  England  has  almost  exhausted  the 
possibilities  of  her  desiiny  in  regard  to  the  peopl- 
ing of  the  temperate  zones,  but  there  is  every 
piobability  that  she  has  hardly  begun  her  career 
as  a  civilizer  of  the  dark  places  of  the  earth.  Her 
spheres  of  influence  in  tropical  Africa  cover  so 
vast  an  area,  and  so  vast  a  population  of  human 
beings,  that  if  she  can  bring  these  forward  to  take 
part  in  the  real  daily  life  of  the  world,  their  posses- 
sion alone  will  maintain  her  in  the  very  front  rank 
of  nations.    Bui  il  is  towards  the  possibilities  of 
Empiie  in  Asia,  that  I  think,  attention  should  be 
specially  directed.     India  contains  a  population  of 
neaily  two  hundred  and  ninety  millions  of  Biitish 
subjects.    Burmah  is  a  vast  and  rich  countiy  lhat 
only  needs  strong  and  just  government  to  become 
an  Empire  in  itself.    A  new   Empire  is  rapidly 
growing  up  round  the  Strails  Settlements,  which 
may  some    day    rival    India    itself,    and  there 
seems  every    piobability  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  Eastern  pai  t  of  the  Continent  of  Asia,  to- 
gether with  the  great  adjacent  islands,  but  with 
the  exception  of  Japan,  will  be  divided  between 
the  Biitish,  Russian,  and  Chinese  Empiies. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  there  is  one 
suggestion  that  might  perhaps  be  usefully  made. 
In  Asia,  we  are  but  guests,  in  one  sense  at  least. 
We  have  no  abiding  home  there,  because  we  have 
no  possession  there  in  which  we  can  grow  a  while 
race.  Russia  and  China,  in  Asia,  are  both  at 
home,  and  can  grow  their  own  races  there  in  per- 
petuity. What  England  needs  just  now  more 
than  any  thing  else  is  lo  acquire  a  tract  of  country 
in  Asia,  in  which  she  can  form  a  true  colony,  and 
grow  a  lasting  white  race.  The  only  one  that 
might  answer  ibis  purpose  is  Thibet.  A  glance  at 
a  large  map  of  Asia  will  show  how  invaluable  to 
us  would  be  the  possession  of  Thibet,  and  how 
terribly  dangerous  to  our  Empire  hi  Asia  would 
be  the  actual  possession  of  Thibet  by  either  Russia 
or  China.  The  question  whether  a  white  lace  can 
be  grown  in  Thibet  cannot  be  answered  with  cei  • 
tainly  until  the  experiment  has  been  fully  tried, 
but  if  the  countiy  belonged  to  England  and 
was  opened  up  by  roads  and  railways  connected 
with  India  and  Bmmah,  and  Indian  officers  and 
others  were  encouraged  to  settle  there  with  their 
families  by  liberal  grants  of  waste  lands,  and  other 
methods  of  assistance  and  encouragement,  it  would 
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llOt  be  long  befoie  1 1 > «-  question  could  lie  answeied. 
TIlB  possession  ot    Thibet  would  consolidate  and 

piotect  our  Empire  10  Asl.i  lar  more  than  the 
possession  of  any  other  dopical  tract  of  couutiy, 
even  though  lite  latter  was  inucli  laiger  and  i  ichei 
1I1  mi)  Thibet .  [t  nifty  be  remarked  that  I  do  not 
touch  upon  tlie  questions  as  to  whether  we  have 
any  right  to  attempt  to  annex  Thibet,  or  whether 
such  annexation  would  benefit  the  Thibetans  then) 
selves,  I  do  not  now  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
pi  os  and  cons  of  these  two  questions,  hut  I  would 
merely  tnaUe  two  remarks  more  01  less  beating 
upon  these  points.  The  fiisi  is,  that  the  tendency 
of  events  now-a-days  cleai  I y  is  towai  ds  compelling 
all  peoples,  whether  they  wish  it  or  not,  to  come 
into  the  community  of  nations,  and  take  some 
share  in  the  daily  life  of  the  woild  as  a  whole; 
and  the  second  is,  that  Thibet  will  belong  to,  and 
be  governed  by  either  England,  Russia,  or  China 
befoie  very  long,  and  that  the  only  question  is, 
which  shall  it  be  f 

Attention  in  England  just  now  seems  to  be  so 
absorbed  by  anxiety  with  regai  d  to  the  self-govern- 
ing Colonies,  and  as  to  our  woik  in  Abicathat 
observation  as  to  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  as  to 
the  necessities  of  our  policy  in  the  far  East  seems 
to  be  wholly  wanting. 

The  mission  of  England  in  the  woi  Id's  history 
seems  cleaily  divisible  into  two  great  classes  of 
work.  One  is,  to  found  colonies  of  white  people 
in  temperate  climates,  to  govei  n  and  guide  them 
until  they  reach  to  adult  age,  and  then  to  help 
them  to  take  their  place  in  the  gieat  family  of  in- 
dependent nations,  with  her  blessing,  and  affec 
lionate  molheily  love.  The  other  is  to  govern  and 
guide  black  races  in  tropical  countries  until  they 
loo  are  fit  and  qualified  to  lake  their  places  in  the 
greal  family  of  independent  nations.  It  seems 
possible  lo  predict  the  fulfilment  of  her  mission  in 
the  first  mentioned  class  of  work  within  a  not  very 
distant  peiiod,  but  speculation  now  as  to  the  pio- 
bable  or.  possible  time  of  fulfilment  of  the  other 
class  of  work  would  be  utterly  vain. 

I  should  like  lo  conclude  by  summing  up  what  I 
have  said,  in  three  concise  statements. 

1.  That  we  can  never  pievent  the  great  self- 
governing  colonies  from  starting  in  life  as  indepen- 
dent nations,  whenever  ihey  see  fit  to  do  so,  and 
that  it  is  unwise  to  attempt  either  lo  prevent,  or  to 
retaid  their  doing  so. 

2.  That  we  can  do  a  good  deal  even  now  lo 
make  the  partings,  when  they  come,  accompanied 
by  mutual  good  will  and  free  from  any  disruption 
of  business  relations. 

3.  That  we  shall  continue  lobe  an  Empire  upon 
which  the  sun  never  sets,  and  second  to  none  in 
the  world,  even  after  all  the  great  self  governing 
colonies  have  ceased  lo  be  pai  Is  of  the  B'  itish  Em- 
pire ;  and  that  by  careful  attention  now  lo  our 
position  and  policy  in  Asia,  we  can  do  much  to 
secure  the  maintenance  of  that  Empire  for  a  pet  iod 
as  long  as  prediction,  based  upon  facls  and  deduc- 
tions, can  teasonably  deal.  Dexter. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  February  3rd. 
Rev.  William  E.  Griffis,  D.D.,  of  Ithaca,  N.Y., 
is  to  deliver  a  series  of  eight  lectures  on  "The 
Religions  of  Japan,"  at  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  Yoik  City.  The  special  subjects 
are  as  follow  : — I.  Pi  imilive  Faith  in  Dai  Nippon  ; 
2.  Shinto,  the  Way  of  the  Gods  ;  3.  Confucianism 
in  its  Japanese  Form;  5.  The  luti oduction  of 
Northern  Buddhism  ;  6.  Buddhism  in  its  Mission- 
ary Development;  7.  Buddhism  in  its  Doctrinal 
Evolutions;  8.  Christianity  of  the  17th  and  191I1 
Centuries  hi  Japan.  Il  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
valuable  lectures  will  be  published  in  permanent 
form. 

A  series  of  lectures  (illustrated),  in  aid  of  the 
Home  for  Destitute  Crippled  Children,  is  now 
being  given  in  the  First  M.  E.  Chinch  in  this  city, 
by  James  Irving  Ciabbe.  The  following  are  the 
subjects: — I.  Pictui  es  and  Stories  of  Old  Japan  ; 
2.  The  Land  of  the  Mikado;  3.  Footpiinls  of 
Buddha  ;  4.  Scenery  Memories  of  Foreign  Lands. 

Mr.  Nakada,  of  the  Jogaku  Zasshi,  Tokyo,  has 
requested  permission  lo  translate  and  publish  in 
Japanese  Miss  Fiances  S.  Willard's  "Glimpses 
of  Fifty  Years." 

At  the  annual  reception  of  the  Palette  Club  the 
other  evening  at  the  Art  Institute,  the  Japanese 
room  and  German  gallery  weie  first  thrown  open 
to  the  public,  and  attracted  much  attention.  Prof. 
S.  Choyo  and  Mr.  H.  Satoh  were  present  to  ex- 
plain the  mysteries  of  Japanese  Art. 

The  woik  of  installation  in  the  Columbian 
Museum  has  been  considerably  delayed  by  the 
slowness  with  which  the  World's  Fair  exhibitors 


have  lemoved  their  works  of  ait  fiom  lilt  I'm' 

Ails    Building.      Il    Is,   hnwevei,  to    ihe    (irdll  ol 

Piof.  Choyo,  that,  next  lo  Get  many,  no  c  try 

was  moie  "piompl  and  business-like  in  this  te 
spect "  than  Japan. 

Secretary  Cai  lisle  has  sent  to  the  House  of  Re 
pi  esenlatives  an  estimate  of  an  additional  appro- 
piialion  of  $50,000  as  necessaiy  for  enforcing  the 
Geary  Law.  But  il  is  reported  011  good  authority 
that  the  Six  Companies  have  issued  oiders  lo 
comply  with  the  lequiiemenls  of  ihe  law. 

'The  public  interest  in  Hawaiian  affairs  has  not 
died  out,  but  the  excitement  has  considerably  sub 
sided,  The  provisional  government  celebiated 
January  1 7th,  the  first  anniversary  of  its  establish- 
ment, as  a  national  holiday,  in  the  celebration  of 
which  U.S.  Minister  Willis  refused  lo  participate. 

The  National  Board  of  Trade,  in  session  recent- 
ly at  Washington,  D.C.,  endorsed  the  Nicaragua 
Canal  by  memorializing  Congress  lhat  Senator 
Moigan's  bill  for  a  guarantee  of  $70,000,000  of 
Canal  Bonds  be  passed. 

Brazilian  affairs  are  just  now  rather  exciting. 
The  blockade  of  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  Ihe 
insurgents  has  been,  of  course,  a  gieat  trouble  to 
merchant  vessels,  some  of  which  have  been  fired 
on  by  the  insurgents.  Our  Admiral  Benham, 
having  protested  in  vain  to  Admiial  da  Gama, 
was  finally  compelled  to  make  a  violent  demon- 
stration topiotect  some  American  barks.  In  so 
doing  shots  were  exchanged  between  the  U.S. 
cruiser  Detroit  and  an  insurgent  gunboat.  Ad- 
miral Benham's  endeavours  to  maintain  neutral 
ity,  and  also  to  protect  American  shipping,  are 
upheld  by  our  Government. 

Thomas  Moonlight,  of  Kansas,  has  been  selected 
by  President  Cleveland  to  shine,  as  U.S.  Minister, 
in  the  social  circles  of  Bolivia  ;  and  Thos.  B.  Fer- 
guson, of  Maryland,  has  been  named  as  U.S. 
Minister  to  Sweden  and  Norway. 

While  Gov.  McKinley  was  one  of  the  honoured 
guests  and  orators  (the  radical  free-trader  Frank 
Hard  was  another)  at  the  annual  gathering  of  ihe 
Ohio  Society  of  Chicago,  the  Illinois  Republican 
Editors'  Association,  in  session  at  Peoria,  were 
"booming"  him  as  their  next  candidate  for  Pre- 
sident. 

At  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  February  1st,  ihe 
Wilson  'Tariff  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives by  a  vote  of  204  lo  140.  The  day  befoie, 
the  internal  revenue  bill  had  been  amended  a 
Utile  (so  lhat  the  lax  on  whisky  was  raised  fi  om 
go  cents  to  one  dollar,  and  the  bonded  period  was 
extended  from  three  lo  eight  yeais),  and  had  then 
been  placed  as  a  rider  on  the  Taiiff  Bill.  The 
operation  of  the  income  tax  was  also  extended  lo 
all  moneys  and  personal  properly  given  or  be- 
queathed by  inheritance. 

The  closing  speeches  on  February  1st  were 
made  by  ex-Speaker  Reed,  Speaker  Crisp,  and 
Mr.  Wilson,  all  of  whom  acquitted  themselves  with 
honour.  A  few  comparatively  uniinpoi  tant  amend 
ments  were  adopted,  and  seveial  were  rejected. 
'The  internal  revenue  amendment,  including  the 
income  tax  measuie,  was  cat  tied  by  ihe  decisive 
vote  of  182  to  50  (all  the  Repiihlcaus  except  10 
refrained  from  voting).  On  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill  the  202  afrit  malive  voles  included  95  De- 
mociats  and  9  Populists;  and  ihe  negative  vote 
of  140  included  123  Republicans,  16  Democrats, 
and  I  Populisl  (Newlands,  of  Nevada).  The 
absentees  numbeied  13.  The  16  Democrats  of  the 
negative  were  the  following  :  —  Fiom  New  Yoik — 
Barilelt,  Amos  Ciimmings,  Campbell,  Hendricks, 
Covert,  Schermerhorn,  Haines,  and  Sickles;  from 
New  Jersey — Cadmus  ;  from  Pennsylvania — 
Sibley;  from  California— Geary,  the  author  of  the 
infamous  Geary  Chinese  restriction  law  ;  from 
Louisiana — Davy,  Robertson,  and  Price;  from 
Connecticut — Sperry  and  Page. 

Il  is  impossible  to  predict  the  fate  of  this  bill 
in  ihe  Senate,  which  has  only  a  slender  Democratic 
majority.  The  present  Senate  is  divided  as  fol 
lows: — Democrats,  43;  Republicans,  37;  Popu- 
lists, 5;  Vacancies,  3  (Montana,  Washington, 
Wyoming,  I  each).  The  Populists  will,  of  course, 
suppoil  the  Wilson  Bill,  and  may  be  numerous 
enough  to  offset  any  defection  from  the  Democra- 
tic ranks  ;  though  one  of  them  (Stewart,  of  Nevada) 
is  not  unlikely  to  vote  with  the  Republicans  on  the 
tai  iff  question.  One  would  think,  however,  that  no 
Democratic  Senator  would  attempt  to  defeat  the 
Wilson  Bill  ill  the  face  of  the  popular  verdict  given 
for  tariff  reform  in  the  latest  election  in  which  that 
was  a  real  issue. 

Judge  Cox,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  has  denied  the  application  of  the 
Kinghts  of  Labour  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
Secretary  Cai  lisle  from  issuing  bonds.  These 
bonds  were  placed  on  sale  day  before  yesterday, 
and  are  being  taken  in  a  way  encouraging  to  ihe 
Secretary. 

On  ihe  27th  ult.  the  California  Midwinter  Fair 
was  formally  opened. 


'The  Inter  Ocean  of  this  cily  is  evidently  glow- 
ing in  populai  favour.   It  has  reached  an  average 

daily  ciiculation  of  almost  1 00,000, j  and  on  seve- 
ial days  in  January  it  lau  above  lhat  fig  III  e.  On 
last  Monday  it  received  over  16,000  letleis,  "the 
largest  mail  ever  delivered  in  one  day  (o  any  firm 
in  Chicago."  This  big  mail  was,  however,  laigely 
composed  of  answei  s  lo  a  pi  ize  pictui  e  in  the  Sun- 
day issue. 

In  the  recenl  pugilistic  contest  at  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  James  J.  Cbrbelt,  by  defeating  Chailes 
Mitchell  (in  ihiee  louuds),  became  champion  of 
Kuglaud  as  well  as  of  Ameiica. 

Bungling  woik  was  made  the  other  day  of  ihe 
hanging  of  Geoige  H.  Painter  fot  the  murder  of 
his  mistress,  Alice  Mailin.  By  the  breaking  of 
the  rope,  the  body  fell  on  the  concrete  pavement 
ten  feel  below ,  but  il  was  quickly  lifted  and  given 
a  second  drop. 

On  the  28th  ult.,  Bath,  Maine,  was  visited  by 
a  disastrous  conflagration  which  destroyed  twelve 
business  blocks,  and  caused  a  loss  of  $700,000. 

Rioting  coal  miners  in  the  Mansfield  Valley, 
Pennsylvania,  have  been  destroying  property.  The 
leaders  aie  thought  to  be  anai  chists  ;  the  miners, 
themselves,  have  been  found  lo  be  in  extreme  des- 
titution. 

Since  the  former  paragraph  concerning  the 
issue  of  bonds  was  wiitlen,  a  paper  has  come  to 
hand  which  states  that  the  subscriptions  for  the 
bonds  amount  lo  $58,000,000;  and  that  Secretary 
Carlisle  has  not  yet  decided  whether  to  issue  bonds 
to  that  amount,  or  to  limit  the  issue  to  the  ad- 
vertised figure,  $50,000,000. 

Ihe  report  of  R.  G.  Duo  and  Co.  for  ihe  past 
week  tells  of  a  gradual  indusliial  recoveiy,  and  of 
a  fresh  impulse  to  business  by  the  success  of  the 
bond  issue. 

The  Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  the  sake  of 
the  extension  of  its  business,  has  sent  a  petition  to 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  for  an  increase  of 
capital  from  20,000,000  to  50,000,000. 

On  the  25th  ult.  the  mills  of  ihe  Niagara  Falls 
Paper  Company  were  first  put  in  operation  by 
means  of  the  mighlly  foices  of  ihe  great  cataract. 
Three  i.ioo  horse  power  inverted  tin  bines  are 
turned  by  ihe  water  which  comes  through  a  big 
canal  from  Niagara  Falls. 

Geo.  W.  Childs,  the  distinguished  Philadelphia 
editor  and  philanthropist,  died  this  morning. 

Miss  Sophie  McNeal,  formerly  a  missionary  in 
Japan,  is  the  founder  and  manager  of  a  "  Home 
for  Unemployed  Young  Women  "  in  this  city. 

The  Hawaiian  mailer  is  under  discussion  now 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  will  come  to 
a  vole  next  Monday  (51b  instant). 

The  foreign  diplomats  in  Brazil  are  favourable 
to  recognizing  the  insuigents  as  belligerents. 

"  The  Story  of  Japan"  by  David  Murray,  Ph. 
D.,  LL.D.,  Late  Adviser  to  the  Japanese  Mini- 
ster of  Education,  is  the  thitty-ninlh  volume  in 
thai  valuable  series,  "  The  Sloiy  of  the  Nations," 
published  by  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  New  Yoik 
City,  and  is  the  first  book  of  the  series  to  treat  of 
an  Eastern  Asiatic  nation.  It  is  eminently  fitting, 
that  the  pioneer  of  such  counti  ies  in  breaking  with 
the  convertism  of  the  past  should  first  have  its 
story  told  in  lhat  series.  O'her  volumes  in  pre- 
paration include  "  Vedie  India,"  by  Mine.  Z.  A. 
Ragozin  ;  "  Buddhist  India,"  by  Professor  Rhys- 
Davids  ;  "  Mohammedan  India,"  by  Stanley  Lane- 
Poole  ;"  China,"  by  Mme.  Ragozin.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  issued,  or  in  prepai atiou,  already 
exceeds  fifty  ;  and  the  series  includes  the  most 
prominent  nations  of  history. 

"  The  Story  of  Japan  "  is  printed  in  clean  and 
clear  text,  and  contains  thit  ty-five  appropriate  illus- 
trations. A  few  typographical  errors,  and  even 
some  slips  in  seulence-sti  uciui  e,  may  be  found. 
The  style  is  by  no  means  dry  or  uninterest- 
ing, but  is  somewhat  didactic  rather  than  popular, 
A  very  clear  idea  of  the  development  of  ihe 
various  features  of  Japanese  civilization  may  be 
obtained.  Inasmuch  as  the  best  native  and  foreign 
woi  ks  have  been  consulted  in  the  preparation,  it 
should  be  accepted,  in  the  main,  as  correct  and 
authoritative.  Is  it,  howevei ,  tine  lhat  the  word 
gavia  (rivet)  takes  ihe  form  kawa  when  euphony 
so  requires "  (page  10)  .  or  is  kawa  the  simple 
form,  changed  logawa  for  euphony?  The  daimyo 
of  Milo  was  first  placed  in  confinement  in  1844, 
not  1841  (page  318) ;  and  his  name  is  more  com- 
monly pronounced  Nariaki  than  Nariakira  (page 
415)  at  Milo.  It  is  unfortunate,  too,  that  Dr. 
Murray  has  made  an  historical  fact  out  of  a  mere 
story,  undoubtedly  a  slander,  thai  Ii's  head  was 
carried  to  Milo  and  publicly  exposed  (page  333). 
But  the  faults  of  the  work  are  few,  insignificant, 
and  superficial ;  ihe  merits  are  many  and  deep. 
It  can  not,  of  course,  take  the  place  of  larger 
woiks,  like  those  of  Adams,  Griffis,  Rein  and 
others:  but  it  does  fill  a  long-felt  want  of  an  ac- 
curate and  interesting  history  of  Japan  of  mode- 
rate size  and  price.  It  deserves  a  wide  circulation. 
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NATURAL  LA  W. 
 ♦  

An  Address  by  M.  G.  Boissonade  to  the 
Graduates  or  the  School  01  French  and 
Japanese  Law,  on  the  Occasion  of  the 
Distribution  or  Diplomas. 


Translated  far  llie  Japan  Mail  from  the  Revue 

Francaise  du  Japon. 
Every  year,  at  llie  lime  of  llie  disti  ibulion  of 
diplomas,  the  Director  of  llie  School  does  me  llie 
honour  of  asking  me  lo  address  a  few  congratula- 
tory woids  to  llie  students  lhal  aie  leaving  us,  and 
of  encouragement  to  ihose  who  aie  putsuing  their 
course  of  study. 

My  congratulations,  however,  can  add  but 
little  to  the  joy  of  those  who  have  jusl  teceived 
their  diplomas,  and  it  would  be  lapsing  somewhat 
into  platitudes  lor  me  to  remind  those  that  still 
lemain  ihat,  independently  of  assiduity  in  follow- 
ing the  lectin  es  of  their  professors,  they  must  also 
devote  themselves  to  serious  personal  study,  with- 
out which  those  lectuies  would  be  utteily  insuffi- 
cient to  ensure  success  for  ihem  in  final  ordeals, 

It  would  be  no  less  hacknied  for  me  lo  say  to 
the  new  licentiates  that  once  they  have  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  law,  either  as  judges  or  as 
procurators,  as  lawyers,  notaries  or  as  cleiks  of 
comt,  they  are  shouldering  a  heavy  responsibility 
upon  themselves,  one  that  they  cannol  sustain 
honouiahly  without  study  infinitely  more  intense 
and  continuous  than  thai  of  a  school. 

Besides,  of  these  truths  you  have  probably  been 
reminded  aheady,  by  one  or  the  other  of  the  ad- 
diesses  in  Japanese  that  I  have  not  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  understanding. 

I  ihinlc  it  moie  useful  lo  speak  to  you  about  the 
difficulties  thai  your  masters  have  met  with  and 
that  you,  yourselves,  are  soon  going  to  meet  with 
as  magisttates  and  lawyers,  consequent  upon  the 
recenl  vote  in  Pai  liament  which  has  committed  the 
Civil  Code  to  1  evision  upon  the  very  eve  of  the  day 
on  which  it  was  to  come  into  operation. 

Since  its  promulgation  in  1890  (23rd  year  of 
Meijt)  and  dining  the  two  following  years,  the 
new  Civil  Code  has  been  the  most  important  object 
of  instruction  in  all  the  law  schools,  public  or 
private,  or  semi-official  as  is  this  one. 

The  postponement  lo  which  this  Code  was  sub- 
jected lasl  year  has  created,  as  regards  instiuc- 
tiou,  a  delicate,  I  might  say  a  singular  situation, 
assmedly  more  embarassing  than  was  the  one 
prior  to  1890. 

Ere  the  Civil  Code  had  been  promulgated,  it 
had  been  known  for  a  long  time  in  its  condition 
of  Diaft;had  been  punted  in  Japanese  and  in 
Fi  ench  ;  and  had  aheady  been  commented  upon 
in  the  two  languages.  To-day,  not  only  is  there 
no  longer  any  official  text,  but  no  longer  does 
even  the  draft  exist  :  both  have  been  denounced  to 
the  country  as  defective,  as  conliary  to  national 
customs,  and  especially  as  exotics. 

One  must  consequently  ask  oneself  the  question, 
what  can  be  the  basisof  instruction  in  civil  law?  For 
this  kind  of  instruction  has  not  been  suppressed.  In 
the  same  way,  what  shall  henceforth  be  taken  by 
Couits  of  law  for  the  basis  of  their  decisions?  For 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  suspend  the  course  of 
civil  justice  until  ihe  appeaiance  of  (he  new  draft 
of  the  Civil  Code,  These  two  questions  weie 
asked  1601  18  years  ago  at  the  time  when  the 
preparation  of  the  Civil  Code  had  hardly  been 
begun.    You  know  how  they  were  answered. 

In  1874  (7th  yeai  of  Meijt)  when  I  had  the  honour 
of  being  invited,  withM.du  Bousquet,  to  inauguiate 
in  Japan  the  initial  instruction  in  law  in  the  only 
law  school  then  existing  and  located  in  the  Depai  t- 
ment  of  Justice  itself,  I  proposed  and  obtained 
permission  to  deliver  lectures  upon  natural  law. 
I  can  attest  that  my  proposition  supiised  no  one.* 
Theie  is  no  doubt  that  llie  Shizen-ho  had  not  yet 
been  doctiinally  or  scientifically  studied,  still  it  was 
well  known  that  it  was  the  necessaiy  basis  of  wi  it- 
ten  legislation.  Ii  wasfoieseen  thaj,  it  would  be  the 
foundation  of  the  one  that  was  soon  lo  make  up  for 
[lie  notorious  insufficiency  of  ancient  customs  and 
for  modifications  thereof  in  whatsoever  was  no 
longer  in  keeping  with  the  the  new  social,  political, 
and  economical  icgime  of  the  country. 

Butveiy  soon  it  came  to  be  understood  ihat 
the  leaching  of  law  gi  eally  gains  by  being  ground- 
ed upon  texts,  and  the  teaching  of  natm  al  law  was 
developed  by  giving  it,  as  a  basis,  the  Fiench 
code  which  Mi .  Mitstilcuri's  excellent  translation 
had  revealed  to  Japan.  Now,  it  was  ah  eady  known 
that  the  French  Civil  Code  is  nothing  else  than 
natural  Law  applied,  and  that  ihe  nation  for  which 
it  had  been  dialled  was  not  thenceforth  very 
different  from  Japan,  since  feudalism  and  class 
privileges  had  been  abolished  in  that  country. 
It  was  in  the  same  way  that,  by  the  application 

*  The  Minister  of  lustice  at  th*t  lime  was  Count  Olci  Takato 
who,  later  on,  defended  natural  law  most  firmly  in  Parliament. 


of  the  Fiench  Civil  Code,  ihe  reoiganized  Courts 
could  solve  the  difficulties  that  ancient  customs 
had  left  without  solution.  The  Fiench  Code  com- 
pleted your  ancient  customs  just  as  Roman  law 
had  a  long  lime  ago  completed  ours.  The  Code 
was  like  it,  ratio  script  a  "  written  teason." 

I  do  not  propose  lo  here  examine  whether  this 
large  share  of  influence  given  to  the  French  Civil 
Code  lias  not  been  for  something  in  the  hostility 
ihe  New  Code  has  been  the  object  of,  whether  the 
national  amour  propre  has  not  suffered'  from  it, 
nor  whether  any  foreign  rivalry  has  not  been 
wounded  by  the  preponderating  influence  in  this 
country  of  Fiench  legislation. 

Nor  shall  I  examine  whether  it  was  expedient 
and  prudent  to  leach  in  Japan,  in  the  Univeisity, 
and  in  private  schools  palionized  by  the  State, 
another  system  of  foreign  law,  paiallel  with 
Fiench  law.  The  latter,  beyond  a  doubt,  had  no 
fear  of  any  comparison,  but  it  could  not  fail  to 
happen  that  a  day  would  come  when  a  livalry 
would  arise  in  the  land  bet  ween  Japanese  students 
of  the  two  Schools,  and  it  was  to  be  feared  that  it 
would  become  a  source  of  difficulties  between  the 
bench  and  ihe  bar.  What  is  certain  is  that  it  com 
menced  by  manifesting  itself  in  the  press,  and  thai 
it  spread  to  the  arena  of  Parliament.  But  those 
are  questions  not  lo  be  treated  of  here. 

I  come  back,  then,  to  the  difficulty  in  which 
Instruction  finds  itself  consequent  upon  the  post- 
ponement of  the  Civil  Code  and  upon  the  disfavour 
with  which  endeavours  made  in  Pai  liament  to 
bring  in  natural  law  itself  were  looked  upon.  Hap- 
pily, the  professors  of  this  school  have  had  the 
peispicacity  and  the  courage  to  defend  their  faith, 
and  the  teaching  of  natural  law  has  been  con 
tinned,  not  assuredly  under  this  abstiact  and 
dogmatical  title,  neither  under  the  practical  shape 
that  it  has  assumed  in  the  French  Code,  but  such 
as  expressed  in  the  oiiginal  official  text  of  the 
Japanese  Civil  Code. 

Whilst  waiting  for  the  promulgation  of  the  new 
Code,  it  is  also  in  the  01  iginal  official  texts  that  the 
Couits  and  Tribunals  find  solutions  for  the  Civil 
litigation  daily  submitted  to  them:  they  apply  it, 
not  as  positive  law  and  by  citing  articles  in  it,  but 
in  adducing  as  reasons  the  pi  in ci pies  of  natural  law 
that  are  inscribed  therein  for  each  foreseen  case. 

Later  on,  to  what  extent  the  new  Code  has  con- 
firmed itself  to  natural  law  or  has  strayed  from  it, 
will  be  studied. 

I  would  like  to  now  point  out  to  you,  in  as  few 
words  as  the  time  at  my  disposal  will  allow, 
that  natural  law  is  and  remains  ihe  only  equit- 
able, tational  and  durable  basis  of  all  civil  and 
commercial  legislation,  and  even,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  it  at  ihe  risk  of  astonishing  you,  of  admini- 
strative legislation. 

The  adversaries  of  natural  law  have  taken  it 
into  their  heads  to  denounce  its  paitisans  as  as 
sailing  the  Imperial  Pi  ei  ogati ves,  averring  that 
"all  law  in  Japan  emanates  from  the  Emperoi 
and  could  not  exist  piior  lo  his  decree." 

If  it  were  a  question  of  political  rights,  thi  = 
assertion  would  have  to  be  admitted  without  hesi- 
tation. Before  the  Constitution  granted  by  the 
Emperor  in  1889,  the  subjects  of  the  Empire  had 
no  political  lights  to  lay  claim  to.  Theiefore  ihey 
have  to-day  only  those  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  Imperial  Constitution.  Bui  nothing  similar 
can  be  sustained  when  it  comes  to  the  question  of 
pi  ivate  1  ight. 

In  ihe  first  place  local  customs,  from  whence 
flowed  all  family  and  testamentary  law,  in  no  way 
emanated  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the 
Imperial  Authority;  they  did  not  pioceed  of  his 
initiative  and  ihey  did  nol  receive  his  sanction. 
It  must,  then,  be  admitted  that  those  usages  had 
established  themselves  under  the  influence  of 
what  your  fathers  had  found  to  be  just,  reasonable, 
and  useful  for  the  preservation  and  for  the  pros- 
pei  ity  of  families. 

Even  admitting  that  ihey  made  mistakes  upon 
some  points,  it  would  be  none  the  less  true  that 
ihey  thought  they  were  observing  1  tiles  of  justice, 
of  teason,  and  of  social  usefulness,  which  aie 
none  other  than  the  uiles  of  natural  law.  I 
would  say  as  much  of  the  raie  customs  that 
governed  contracts  and  obligations,  ownership, 
its  transfer  and  publicity  assured  to  conveyances 
by  means  ol  landed  properly  registers. 

Assuredly  there  have  never  been  any  Imperial 
Deciees  10  enforce  upon  individuals  respect  for 
their  obligations,  lo  consider  as  legitimate  the 
ownership  of  the  f ■  11  its  of  one's  labour,  its  free 
transmission  by  exchange,  sale  or  gift,  and  the 
publicity  of  the  alienation  of  immovable  property, 
that  existed  among  you,  through  wisdom  of  cus- 
tom, long  before  il  had  been  laboriously  esta- 
blished among  us  by  our  laws  of  the  years  VII. 
(1798)  and  1855. 

But  your  customs  have  remained  silent  or  un- 
erclain  upon  a  multitude  of  points  where  private 


interests  may  find  themselves  in  conflict.  Since 
the  eia  of  Meif'i,  civil  and  commercial  transactions 
have  become  greatly  developed  and  questions  ab- 
solutely new  for  this  country  are  constantly  being 
submitted  to  the  courts.  Can  they  refuse  to  solve 
them?  To  do  so  would  be  to  make  themselves 
guilty  of  a  denial  of  justice.  To  ask  for  an  Im- 
perial Deciee  is  no  longer  possible:  theie  is  a 
Pai  liament.  And  even  should  a  law  be  voted  by 
Pailiamenl  upon  one  or  upon  sevetal  difficult 
points,  it  would  have  no  1  etro-active  effect  upon 
situations  that  had  previously  arisen,  although 
they  had  nol  yet  reached  the  litigation  stage  :  for 
a  stronger  reason,  the  new  law  would  have  no 
effect  upon  litigation  aheady  entered  into  before 
the  Coiii  ts. 

Il  is  then  of  the  utmost  necessity  that,  in  such 
cases,  in  the  absence  of  settled  customs  and  of 
positive  laws,  and  while  waiting  for  the  fuiuie  Civil 
Code,  the  Couits  shall  apply  to  particular  cases 
natural  law,  that  is  to  say,  the  common  inles  of 
justice,  reason  and  of  geneial  utility;  now,  their 
consciences  inspire  them  with  what  is  just,  their 
intelligence  points  out  what  is  true,  and  their  ex- 
perience teaches  ihem  what  is  useful.  Justice  and 
truth  are  universal  and  unchangeable,  utility  alone 
vaiies  according  to  times  and  places. 

May  you,  Gentlemen,  when  the  heavy  task  of 
meting  out  justice  to  your  fellow-men,  or  as 
lawyers,  of  upholding  their  tights,  may  you  re- 
member the  instruction  of  this  school. 

I  was  just  speaking  of  llie  piinciple  lhal  new 
laws  should  have  no  retro-active  effect  upon  pie- 
viously  acquiied  rights.  Is  there  not  theiein  a 
pi  inciple  of  natural  law  that  is  binding  upon  the 
legislator  himself  ?  And  if,  in  passing  a  law  a 
legislator  should  ordain  its  retro  activity,  would 
there  not  be  a  revolt  of  public  opinion,  of  the 
public  conscience  ?  Would  it  not  be  said  that  it 
was  an  unjust  law?  Why?  Apparently  because 
there  is  a  natural  law  of  justice  and  of  leason 
"anterior  and  supeiior  lo  positive  laws."  And 
this  is  but  one  example  among  them  all  and  before 
all  the  othei  s. 

In  every  imperative  or  prohibitive  measure, 
legislators  must  seek  for  what  is  jusl,  reasonable, 
and  useful ;  they  may  fail  to  discovei  it  or  lo  sub- 
mit to  it  themselves;  they  will  none  the  less  be 
obeyed,  most  assuredly  (besides,  they  have  at 
their  call  means  of  constraint)  ;  but  it  will  be  said 
that  they  have  made  an  unjust,  an  unreasonable 
law  or  one  contrary  to  the  inteiest  of  the  country; 
il  is  almost  certain  even,  that  having  one  of  those 
three  taints,  it  could  hardly  fail  to  have  the  two 
others. 

Is  that  as  much  as  to  say  that  if  law  exists 
naturally,  independently  of  legislatois,  the  tole  of 
the  latter  has  no  longer  any  raison  d'etre?  In  no 
wise.  Natural  law  is  an  abstract,  a  metaphysical 
theory  ;  when  the  question  arises  of  applying  it  to 
the  thousand  difficulties  that  conflict  between 
pi  ivate  interests  may  produce,  the  gieatesl  minds 
may  be  and  often  at  e  in  disagi  eenienl  ;  it  has 
therefore  been  recognized  necessary,  in  order  that 
individuals  may  know  with  piecision  their  rights 
and  their  duties,  the  legal  effects  loo  of  their  acts, 
and  also  in  order  to  obtain  itnfoi  mily  in  the  judicial 
decisions  to  which  these  acts  may  give  tise,  that 
natural  Law  should  be  in  some  way  determined, 
formulated,  written,  in  its  principal  applicalions. 

It  is  no  longer,  therefore,  ill  the  Couits  that  it  is 
discussed  and  touching  each  lawsuit,  it  is  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Sovereign  or  in  Parliamentary 
Assemblies  that  il  is  done  accoiding  to  the  legisla- 
tive tegime  of  the  lime,  and  discussion  proceeds 
from  patticulars  10  generalities,  in  such  a  way  as 
to  embrace  all  similar  cases  provided  for  by  one 
and  the  same  provision. 

Legislatoi  s  may  make  et  1  01  s,  bu I  ihey  can  always 
cotiect  themselves;  new  laws  do  nothing  more 
than  correct  old  ones,  and  it  is  opinion,  the  press, 
science,  that  point  out  the  defects  of  a  law  and 
obtain  sooner  or  later  their  rectification. 

I  said  in  passing  that  natural  law  is  also  the  basis 
of  administrative  law;  I  will  give  only  one  proof 
of  it  among  a  hundred.  When,  to-day,  a  patty 
in  Pailianient  demands  a  new  assessment  of  the 
land  tax,  what  is  its  principal  argument,  its  only 
one  indeed?  It  is  not  because  it  is  unjust,  unrea- 
sonable and  contrary  fo  public  utility  ihat  all  lands 
should  not  pay  taxes  in  proportion  to  their  extent, 
to  their  topographical  condition  and  to  their 
fet  tility,  in  a  word,  to  their  selling  value  P  There 
is,  then,  also  a  law  unwi  it  ten,  an  tet  ior  and  superior 
even  to  fiscal  law,  and  nothing  is  asked  for  here 
other  than  the  rectification  of  the  latter  in  con- 
formity with  ihe  first. 

A  lasl  example  will  strike  you  more  and  with  it 
I  shall  conclude. 

When  the  whole  country  is  clamouring  for  the 
revision  of  the  foreign  treaties,  under  certain  con- 
ditions of  course,  in  the  sense  of  the  abolition  of 
foreign  jurisdiction  and  of  Japan's  liberty  to  re- 
gulate her  customs  tariff  according  lo  her  interest, 
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does  it  not  appeal  to  natural  international  law, 

Which  ll  still  nothing  inOI'S    than  justice!  reason, 

and  utility  proclaiming  tilt-  autonomy  ol  every  ill 
dependent  nation  ? 

Do  not  conclude  fi om  these  wot  ds  that  I  am  turn- 
ing you  f> om  submission  to  the  Treaties  and  to  the 
positive  laws  of  your  counti  y  :  on  the  COIltl  ai  y,  you 
must  tespect  them  as  lout;  they  exist  ;  hut  you  may 
discuss  them  and  submit  them  to  the  Control  ol 
natural  justice  and  reason.  When  that  Roman 
jurisconsult  said  : — non  omue  quod  licet  honestum 
est,  "all  that  is  lawful  is  licit,  hut  may  not  he 
honest,"  he  put  moral  law  higher  than  positive  law 

When  Bossuet,  with  more  hardihood,  cues  out 
lheie  is  now  law  against  law! — he  puts  natural 
law  before  and  above  positive  law,  in  order  that 
it  may  enlighten  legislators  themselves. 

Montesquieu,  with  the  ti  iple  authority  of  magis 
trale,  historian  and  philosopher,  opens  his  monu 
mental  work  "  L'Espril  des  Lois,"  with  an  homage 
to  law  in  general,  which  "  is  human  reason  in  so 
far  as  it  governs  all  the  peoples  of  the  eaith,  and 
the  laws  of  each  nation  should  be  only  the  appli- 
cation of  this  human  reason  to  particular  cases." 

But  what  will  certainly  touch  you  mote  than 
will  do  our  Latin  and  French  authois,  is  that  the 
phisophei  Kong-Fit- Tseu  (whom  wecall  Confticiu 
and  you  Ko-Shi),  himself  says  that  "  Government 
(the  Law)  is  that  which  is  just  and  tight." 


THE  U.S.S.  "MARION"  PUTS  BACK. 


BOILERS  LOOSE  AND  LEAKING  BADLY. 

The  return  of  the  U.S.S.  Marion  on  Friday 
morning  caused  some  little  stir  among  the  com 
muuity,  as  the  vessel  had  left  hat  hour  on  the  191I1 
tilt,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  direct  to  San 
Francisco,  her  pei  iod  of  commission  on  the  Asia- 
tic station  having  expired.  It  soon  leaked  out 
that  the  Marion  had  put  back  in  consequence  of 
some  accident  to  her  boilers  sustained  during  ex 
ceptionally  bad  weather.  Our  representative 
upon  proceeding  aboard  was  coutteously  fur- 
nished with  the  details  of  the  disaster  by  Lieut. 
E.  B.  Barry,  Executive  Officer.  It  appeats 
that  on  (he  afternoon  of  the  21st  lilt.,  while 
the  vessel  was  proceeding  under  sail,  a  squall 
suddenly  spuing  up,  and  it  was  found  desir- 
able to  make  all  snug  and  reef  the  sails.  She 
was  then  in  lat.  34^30  N.,  long  I49'4I  E.,  about 
SOO  miles  distant  bom  the  coast  of  Japan.  It 
continued  blowing  hard  all  night  and  about  a 
quarter  past  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  22nd 
increased  in  violence,  the  gusts  coming  fiom 
the  N  W.  and  W.  Within  fifteen  minutes  it 
was  blowing  a  teriific  gale,  which  continued 
for  over  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  sails  were 
futled,  and  all  were  saved  with  the  exception  of 
the  jib.  Furling-sail  was  a  matter  of  gieat  diffi- 
culty, but  the  men  woi  ked  admirably.  The  wind 
continued  and  soon  attained  hurricane  force; 
the  tops  of  the  waves  being  blown  off  with  great 
ftny,  and  the  heavy  sheets  of  spiay  which  sur- 
rounded the  ship  made  it  difficult  to  perceive 
objects  a  hundred  feet  away.  For  about  a  dozen 
hours  the  gale  swept  around  the  vessel,  and 
for  a  lime  she  was  hove-10;  then  steam  was 
got  up,  and  she  was  put  under  an  easy  speed, 
with  the  least  amount  of  canvas  possible.  As  the 
wind  moderated  the  sea  rose,  and  the  ship  rolled 
and  pitched  heavily.  Towards  afternoon  it  was 
discovered  that  two  out  of  the  eight  boilers  had 
broken  loose  from  their  fixings,  and  the  ship 
began  to  leak  badly.  Commandei  Giidley  thete- 
upon  determined  upon  putting  back  to  Yoko 
liama,  the  nearest  port.  Heavy  seas  broke  over 
the  vessel  during  the  23rd.  from  both  sides,  and 
sometimes  there  was  over  two  and  three  feet 
of  water  on  the  deck.  The  hatches  were  battened 
down,  however,  and  very  little  got  below,  the 
watei  only  coming  in  through  the  leaks.  On  the 
23rd  nil.  a  heavy  sea  btoke  on  board  and  cariied 
away  the  2nd  cutler,  and  the  launches  cariied  in 
the  waist  met  with  nearly  the  same  fate.  They 
were  seemed,  however,  just  in  lime.  Towards 
evening  the  wind  modeiated,  and  the  voyage  to 
Yokohama  was  completed  without  further  incident. 
But  for  the  trouble  with  the  boilers,  Commander 
Gi  idley  would  not  have  considered  it  necessary 
to  seek  shelter;  as  it  is,  the  Marion  had  only  about 
4  or  5  tons  of  coals  in  her  bunkers  when  she 
entered  Yokohama  on  Friday  morning.  If  bad 
weather  had  continued  it  seems  problematical 
whether  she  would  have  reached  here  at  all,  for 
the  boilers  were  practically  beyond  control,  though 
shored  up  with  limbers.  The  accidents  on  deck 
were  surprisingly  few,  though  in  one  particular 
very  serious.  The  metal  tiller  broke  off  short, 
and  two  or  three  times  the  men  were  thrown  com- 
pletely over  the  wheel,  sustaining  slight  injuries. 
Relieving  tackles  were  then  lashed  on,  but  these 
broke  off  four  times,  and  finally  the  wheel  on  the 


poop  deck  was  tigged.  The  stanchion  suppoiling 
one  side  of  this  erect  ion  fell  before  the  fuiy  of  ihe 

blast, and  (he  steersmen  weie  in  a  vtiy  precarious 

condition  for  a  while.     Two  of  the  aft  ports  wei  e 

also  carried  away.  The  lowest  barometrical  read 
ing  during  the  gale  was  29.10 ,  the  force  of  the  wind 
9  to  11  foi  36  hour  I,  and  at  onetime  inci  eased  to  10 
II.  In  all  Lieut.  Ba  1 1  y's  I  went  y  years  of  set  vice  the 
sloim  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  nil.  was  the  most 
severe.  The  Marion  will  piobably  lay  up  for  some 
month  or  six  weeks  effecting  her  repairs,  and  pet 
haps  will  require  docking  at  Yokosuka.  The  sui  vey 
will  be  held  to  day. 


MR. 


UCHIYAMA  ROSSETSU' S 
APPEAL. 


The  appeal  of  Mr.  Uchiyama  Rossetsu  from 
judgment  of  the  Kobe  K11  Saibansho  sentencing 
him  to  fine  and  imprisonment  for  a  libel  on  IVI 
Asahina,  interpreter  at  ihe   Geimau  Consulate, 
Kobe,  came  up  for  adjourned  heating  on  Tllurs 
day  the  22nd  inst.,  at  the  Osaka  Court  of  Appeal 
before  Mr.  Chiba,  the  presiding  judge  and  a  full 
Com  t. 

Mr.  Ucl  liyama  Rossetsu  was  examined  by  the 
presiding  Judge,  and  in  response  to  questions  said 
lie  was  aware  that  the  repoit  of  his  aiguments  in 
the  case  of  the  arbitration  in  the  Ichinokawa  Mine 
before  the  British  Consul  was  inserted  in  the 
Hyogo  News,  but  he  did  not  ask  the  editor  to  put 
it  in.  He  (defendant)  went  to  the  office  of  the 
Hyogo  News  with  Mr.  Munch  simply  for  tl 
purpose  of  explaining  some  parts  of  the  manuscript 
which  weie  indistinct. 

Mr.  Munch  was  then  called  as  a  witness  for  Mi 
Uchiyama  Rossetsu,  and  deposed  that  he  had  sup 
plied  the  editor  of  the  Hyogo  News  with  a  copy  of 
Mi.  Uchiyama  Rossetsti's  aiguments  in  the  case 
which  had  been  re-copied  in  his  office.  This  copy 
was  not  made  specially  for  the  Hyogo  News,  hut 
for  other  purposes,  and  was  only  given  to  Mr. 
Tennant,  then  editor  of  that  journal,  at  his  request. 
He  afiei  waids  went  with  the  appellant  to  the  office 
of  the  Hyogo  News  for  the  puipose  of  explaining 
those  passages  which  had  become  illegible  in  the 
copying.  The  reason  that  he  gave  the  editor  per- 
mission to  print  the  arguments  was  because  he 
was  desirous  that  certain  misconceptions  which 
had  got  abroad  regai  ding  the  Ichinokawa  Mine 
case  should  be  corrected  by  a  full  report  of  the  argu- 
ments before  the  arbitrator  and  his  judgment. 

The  Public  Piocurator  opposed  the  appeal,  re- 
marking that  according  to  the  evidence  of  the 
lasl  witness  and  Mr.  Uchiyama  Rossetsu,  the 
latter  had  no  pai  t  in  ihe  publication  of  the  libel 
on  Mr.  Asahina,  but  this  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  facts  disclosed  in  the  examination  of  the 
defendant  before  the  Public  Procurator  in  the 
Kobe  Ku  Saibansho.  He  urged  that  the  decision 
tendered  by  the  Kobe  Couit  was  a  just  decision 
on  the  evidence  given,  and  asked  that  the  appeal 
should  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Uchiyama  Rossetsu  and  his  advocate  Mr. 
Ogttia  followed  on  the  other  side,  the  latter  re- 
matking  in  the  course  of  his  argument  that  even 
supposing  the  defendant  was  reponsible  for  the 
publication  of  the  arguments  in  the  arbitration 
case,  the  act  was  committed  in  the  Foreign  Settle- 
ment of  Kobe,  which  was  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  Japanese  Court. 

Mr.  Kitamura  Sakichi  summed  up  on  the  side 
of  the  prosecutor,  Mr.  Asahina,  asking  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Kobe  Court  should  be  upheld  and 
the  defendant,  who  had  seriously  injured  the  re- 
putation of  the  prosecutor,  be  ordered  to  pay  $144 
for  lite  expenses  of  advertising  the  judgment  in 
Japanese  and  foreign  journals. 

The  presiding  Judge  said  decision  would  be 
reserved,  judgment  to  be  given  on  Monday,  the 
26th  inst..  at  10  a.m. 


CHESS. 


(All  ComaulllCStluni  to  be  adrlreaiied  to  the  CUSII  lUITIIi 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Stteet,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Mcliopole  on  Fiidays  ft 0111  I  to  II  p.m. 


Solution  oi<  Problem 

Wll  ITK. 

1  — K  to  Kt  sq. 

2—  Q  to  K  4 

3—  Q  mates  at  B  2,  01 

K  3,  accordingly. 


No.  110. 
BLACK. 

i  — K  x  Kt 
2 — K  or  P  moves 


1  —  K  x  BP 

2  -Q  to  R  7  (ch.)  2— K  to  B  3  or  Kt  5 

3 — B  mates  «t  Q  5,  or  Kt  at 
R  2,  accoi  dingly. 

i— K  x  K  P 

2—  Q  to  K  7  (ch.)  2— K  to  B  4  or  Q  5 

3—  B  mates  at  R  7,  or  Q  at 

K  3,  accordingly.  . 

I — P  moves 

2—  Q  to  R  6  2—K  X  K  P  or  B  P 

3—  Q  mates  at  B  4  or 

Q  6,  accordingly  ; 

if  2— Anything  else 

3— Q  mates  at  K  3. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Digamma  (who 
observes  that  there  are  many  "tries"  in  this 
problem,  K  to  Kt  2  coming  nearer  a  solution  than 
any  other),  W.H.S.,  and  Aling.  Omega  was  too 
late. 

O.B.'s  solution  of  No.  109  was  received  loo  late. 
The  five  males"  (he  remaiks)  "by  the  Queen, 
each  time  on  a  different  square,  are  very  elegant." 

A.  Tozer  (Cleveland,  O.)  has  sent  correct  solu- 
tions of  Nos.  102  and  103. 

A.  L.  Jordan,  Nagasaki. — Many  thanks  for 
the  problem,  which  will  appear  in  due  course. 

Composers  will  please  lake  note  that  their 
problems  should  in  all  cases  be  accompanied  with 
complete  solutions. 

Problem  No.  112. 
By  J.  Jordan. 


mm  mm 

* ■  A i 


Osaka,  Monday,  February  26th. 
On  the  Judges  of  the  Osaka  Count  of  Appeal 
taking  their  seats  this  mottling,  the  presiding 
Judge  staled  that  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Uchiyama 
Rossetsu  must  be  successful,  on  the  ground  of  in- 
sufficient proof  as  to  the  defendant's  connection 
with  the  publication  of  the  libel  on  Mr.  Asahina 
in  the  Hyogo  News.  The  proofs  which  had  been 
offered  did  not  establish  (he  a!lega(ion  that  the 
defendant  had  been  instrumental  in  the  publica 
lion  in  the  Hyogo  News  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Ichinokawa  at  bilration  case.  The  charge  of  libel 
was  dismissed,  and  the  civil  suit  associated  there- 
with therefore  failed.  Costs  must  be  paid  by 
plaintiff. — Kobe  Chronicle. 


WHIT  I. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  two  moves. 

The  invitation  of  the  Yokohama  Chess  Club  is- 
sued to  the  Tokyo  Chess  Club  for  a  return  match, 
has  been  accepted  and  the  time  is  fixed  for  Fri- 
day, 301I1  instant.  This  will  be  held  in  Yokohama 
at  the  Yokohama  Chess  Club  rooms  in  Main 
Street,  and  there  will  probably  be  ten  or  mote 
players  a  side. 

The  contest  for  the  Championship  in  the  local 
club  is  completed  up  to  the  final  round.  Messrs. 
Balk  and  Scluff  being  the  two  survivors  who  have 
to  enter  the  final  lists.  The  Tournament,  which 
should  have  been  finished  on  281I1  ult.,  still  hangs 
fite;  we  trust  the  players  will  wake  up  and  not 
allow  this  tourney  lo  collapse  as  it  did  last  spring. 

Chess  does  not  always  flourish  even  in  large 
cities.  A  note  reaches  us  from  a  big  place  in  the 
Slates,  said  lo  contain  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
inhabitants,  to  the  following  effect  :  — 

"On  October  23rd  (1893)  we,  actually  after 
much  struggling  and  hunting  around,  started  a 
Chess  Club  here.  But  I  am  afraid  it  is  no  go. 
We  cannot  get  the  members  to  attend  nor  to  pay 
their  dues  :  and  it  is  impossible  lo  run  a  Club 
under  such  circumstances." 

We  should  think  so  indeed  !  Why  we  manage 
belter  than  that  in  our  little  village.  Surely  the 
financial  panic  or  trouble  of  last  year  must  have 
been  the  exceptional  cause  of  such  a  stale  of  things ; 
and  we  hope  that  long  ere  this  the  new  born  Club 
has  improved  all  round. 

We  reprint  a  fine  game  in  which  the  old  Chess 
Wizard  had  to  strike  his  flag  for  once. 
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(Evans  Gambit.) 
white.  black. 

KOlisch.  Anderssen. 

1  — P  10  K  4  i— P  io  K  4 

2—  Kt  10KB3  2— Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  B  to  B  4  3— B  to  B  4 

4—  P  to  Q  Kt  4  4— B  X  Ki  p 

5—  P  to  B  3  5— B  to  R  4 
6_p  to  O  4  6— P  X  P 
7_Caslles  7— P  X  P 

8—  0  10  Kt  3  8— Q  to  B  3 

9—  P  10  K  5  9— Q  to  Kt  3 
10— Kt  x  P  10— P  to  Kt  4 
11  — Kt  x  P  11  — R  lo  Kt  sq. 

12—  O  to  K  3  12— K  Kt  to  K  2 

13—  gioK2  13— QtoR4 

14—  B  to  R3  14— B  to  Kt  2 

15—  O  R  to  Q  sq  15— Kt  to  B  4 

16—  R  X  P  ! 

A  most  brilliant  combination,  involving  further  sacrifice! 
against  the  greatest  player  of  the  tin.e. 

16— K  x  R 

17—  PtoK6!ch  17  — KtoBsq. 

 If  17-P  x  P  :    18-Q  x  P  ch,  K  to  Q  sq. :  19- 

R  to  Q  sq.  ch.,  Kt  to  Q  3  ;  10— Kt  x  Kt  winning. 

18—  P  X  P  18— B  to  R  sq. 

19—  Kt  X  P  ch.  19— Kt  X  Kt 
20_0  to  K  6  ch.           20  — K  to  Q  sq. 

 .„  If  K  to  Kt  2  :  31— B  or  Q  mates. 

21—  R  to  Q  sq.  cli.  21— Kt  to  Q  3 

22—  R  X  Kt  cli.  22— P  X  R 

23—  Q  x  P  cli.  23— K  10  B  sq. 

24—  BtoK6cli.  24-K10K12 

25—  B  to  Q  5  ch.  25— Q  X  B 

If   25  K  to  B  sq.  ;  26— Q  to  B  $  ch„  etc.    Or  if  

25— Kt  to  B  3  :  26— Q  x  Kt  ch.,  K  to  R  2  ;  27— E  to  B5  ch 
R  to  Kt  3  ;  (if  37  B  to  Kt  3  :  28— Q  to  R  4  mate)  38— Q  to  B  7 
ch.,  K  to  R  3  :  20— B  to  B  4  ch.,  R  to  Kt  4 :  30— Q  to  R  7  mate 

26—  Q  X  Q  ch.  26— K  to  R  3 

 Any  other  move  would  have  had  no  better  result 

27—  OtoB4c!i.  27— K  to  Kt  2 

28—  Q  to  K  4  ch.  28— Kt  to  B  3 

29—  Kt  to  K  5  29— K  to  R  3 

30—  Q  to  B  4  ch  30—  K  to  R  2 

31—  B10B5CI1.  31— R  to  Kt  3 

32 —  B  X  R  ch  32—  B  X  B 
33  — Kt  X  Kt  ch.  33— B  X  Kt 
34— Q  X  B  34— Resigns. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  February  22. 

It  is  stated  that  Lord  Land&downe,  the  ex- 
Viceroy  of  India,  svill  probably  be  appointed 
Ambassador  to  St.  Petersburg,  in  succession  to 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Morier. 

The  German  Government,   perceiving  the 
effects  of  the  depreciation  of  silver  upon  Ger 
man  trade,  lias  appointed  a   Commission  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  or  how  the  value  of 
silver  can  be  raised  and  maintained. 

London,  February  26 

A  naval  expedition  sent  from  H.M.S.  Raleigh 
against  the  slave  trading  chiefs  near  Bathuist — 
[bordering  the  Gambia  river,  West  coast  of 
Africa] — suffered  a  reverse.  Three  officer 
were  killed,  and  ten  men  ;  six  subaltern  officer 
and  fifty-four  men  were  wounded.  A  field  piece 
and  six  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition  were 
lost.    Reinforcements  are  being  sent. 


[Specially  TeLBGRAPiinD  to  rm  "Japan  Mail."] 


London,  February  17 

The  colonial  party  in  the  House  of  Commons 
has  received  a   deputation  from  the  Straits 
Settlements  protesting  against  the  military  con 
tribulion,  and  promised  to  raise  a  debate  upon 
the  subject  at  the  first  opportunity. 

February  19. 

The  House  of  Commons  continues  to  reject 
by  large  majorities  the  amendments  made  by  th 
House  of  Lords  in  the  Parish  Councils' Bill,  tl 
Liberal  Unionists  supporting  the  Government 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  speaking  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  stated  that  the  delimitation  of  the 
Upper  Meikong  was  postponed  till  the  autumn 
owing  to  climatic  reasons. 

A  steam  pipe  exploded  during  the  speed-trial 
at  Kiel  of  the  German  ironclad  Brandenburg 
and  forty-one  men  were  killed  and  seven  injured 

Yellow  fever  is  raging  upon  the  foreign  men 
of-war  in  Rio  harbour. 

February  20 
Three  thousand  persons  assembled  yesterday 
in  Trafalgar  Square  lo  ptotest  against  the  action 


of  the  House  of  Lords  in  regard  to  the  Parish 
Councils  Bill.  Many  Liberal  members  of  Par- 
liament spoke,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Government  be  advised  lo  insist  upon  the  re- 
storation of  the  deleted  clauses.  The  meeting 
urged  the  abolition  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

February  21. 
The  German  Emperor  has  visited  Prince  Bis- 
marck at  Friedricksruhe,  where  he  dined.  The 
meeting  was  most  cordial. 

Mr.  Asquith,  the  Home  Secretary,  has  stated 
that  the  Government  is  ready  to  cooperate  with 
foreign  Powers  to  ensure  the  effective  watching 
of  the  Anarchists.  He  deprecated  the  amend- 
ment of  the  law  in  the  direction  of  empowering 
the  expulsion  of  suspects. 

February  22. 
Another  bomb  outrage  has  been  perpetrated 
in  Paris  resulting  in  many  persons  being  injured. 

Mr.  Gladstone  has  announced  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  the  Employers  Liability  Bill 
as  been  dropped,  the  amendments  made  by  the 
House  of  Lords  having  poisoned  the  bill. 

The  House  of  Commons  has  finished  the  dis 
cussion  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Lords  in  the  Parish  Councils'  Bill. 

February  23. 
The  majority  of  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Lords,  in  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  have  been 
rejected. 

Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  and  Austria 
strongly  advise  Morocco  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  Spain. 

The  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  have 
adopted  a  duty  upon  corn  at  the  rate  of  seven 
francs  per  hectolitre.  It  is  stated  that  Russia 
has  sent  a  diplomatic  note  to  France  intimating 
that  if  through  the  increase  of  the  French  corn 
duties  the  export  of  Russian  cereals  be  dis- 
turbed, Russia  will  terminate  the  commercial 
treaty  with  France. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment shows  a  deficit  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  million  lire.  It  is  proposed  to  raise 
fresh  taxes  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  million 
lire.  The  new  tariff  bill  is  still  before  the  finance 
committee  of  the  Senate. 


forcements  to  Timbuctoo.  He  would  send 
some  Algerian  reinforcements  if  necessary. 
France,  he  added,  will  retain  Timbuctoo,  after 
such  an  incident. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  voted,  by  362 
votes  against  166,  the  Order  of  the  Day  pure 
and  simple  accepted  by  the  Cabinet  in  response 
to  the  Socialist  interpellation  on  the  closure  of 
the  Labourer's  Club. 

A  cyclone  at  Diego  Suarez  has  caused  seri- 
ous destruction. 

A  fourth  battalion  of  Soudanese  tirailleurs 
has  been  levied. 

Three  hundred  men  of  the  Foreign  Legion 
are  ready  to  start  for  the  Soudan  should  it  be 
necessary. 

Saigon,  February  12. 
The  following  is  the  result  of  the  elections  for 
three  French  members  to  the  Colonial  Council : 
—  MM.  Cuniac,  533  votes;  Lamouroux,  449; 
Paris,  393;  Guasco,  260;  and  Monceaux,  199. 
In  consequence,  MM.  Cuniac,  Lamouroux,  and 
Paris  are  elected. 

Paris,  February  13. 
An  Anarchist  named  Lebreton  last  night 
threw  a  bomb  into  the  cafe  "Terminus,"  near 
the  Western  Railway  Station.  Twenty  persons 
were  injured.  Lebreton  ran  off,  firing  a  revolver 
amongst  the  crowd.  He  shot  two  of  the  passers- 
by,  but  was  ultimately  arrested. 

February  14. 

The  identity  of  Lebreton  has  been  established . 
His  name  is  Henry,  and  he  was  born  in  Barce- 
lona of  French  parents,  and  he  came  last  from 
London.  He  had  been  under  observation  as  an 
Anarchist  since  his  return  to  Paris  in  January. 

February  15. 

It  is  said  that  Henry  left  London  in  company 
with  several  other  Anarchists  to  avenge  Vaillant. 

Three  hundred  men  of  the  Foreign  Legion 
leave  on  the  21st  February  for  the  Soudan. — 
Daily  Press. 


[From  Manila  Papkrs;) 

Madrid,  February  10. 
The  amount  demanded  by  Martinez  Campos 
a3  war  indemnity  is  now  said  with  a  certainty  to 
be  twenty  million  pesetas.  The  amount  has 
been  discussed  at  the  interviews,  also  the  period 
and  form  in  which  it  shall  be  effected. 

February  15. 
General  Martinez  Campos  is  still  in  friendly 
interview  with  the  Sultan  of  Morocco. 

The  extremes  in  the  diplomatic  note  are  being 
settled  ;  the  indemnity  question  being  the  only 
e  to  be  decided  according  to  the  reply  to 
Campos'  consulation  with  the  Government. 

The  circulation  of  Philippine  coins  is  pro- 
hibited at  Morocco  by  a  decree  of  the  Sultan. 

February  16. 
The  Council  of  Ministers  has  been  convoked 
on  account  of  serious  difficulty  created  by  the 
refusal  of  the  Navarra  deputies  to  deal  with  the 
Government  on  the  alteration  of  the  economic 
arrangement  as  provided  for  by  law. 

(From  Tonkin  Papbks.) 

«  Paris,  February  10. 

Mr.  Carnot  has  recovered. 

A  telegram  from  the  Governor  of  Senegal 
gives  a  rumour  that  a  light  column  has  been 
surprised  by  Touaregs  at  some  distance  from 
Timbuctoo.    Details  are  not  to  hand. 

Later. 

Colonel  Bonnier,  with  a  portion  of  the  column, 
left  Timbuctoo  on  the  12th  January  to  make  a 
reconnaissance.  The  Touaregs  succeeded  in 
effecting  a  night  surprise  whilst  the  column  was 
sleeping  when  three  days'  march  from  Tim- 
buctoo. A  portion  of  the  column  regained 
Timbuctoo,  but  Colonel  Bonnier,  eight  officers, 
two  European  sergeants,  and  seventy  native 
troops  are  missing.  The  town  of  Timbuctoo 
is  put  in  a  state  of  defence. 

February  11. 
M.  Casimir-Perier  has  announced  to  the 
Chamber  that  he  had  ordered  immediate  rein 


(From  Japanis«  Papsrs.) 

Utsunomiya,  Feb.  27,  3.26  p.m. 
A  supporter  of  Mr.  Yokobori  fired  a  pistol  at 
a  Radical  at  Yokogavva-mura  in  Kawachi  Dis- 
trict, but  without  any  serious  result.  A  Yoko- 
bori partisan  has  been  severely  wounded  at 
Tsuruda. 

Okayama,  Feb.  27. 

Mr.  Yamadani  Torazo,  a  candidate  in  the 
Seventh  Election  District,  has  been  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  having  instigated  his  supporters  to 
behave  in  a  riotous  manner. 

Akila,  Feb.  27,  8.48  p.m. 

Mr.  Okubo,  a  candidate  in  the  1st  district, 
has  brought  a  case  against  Mr.  Meguro  Teijiro 
and  others  for  bribery. 

Nagoya,  Feb.  27,  8.15  p.m. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Rinzo,  ex-M.P.  for  the  nth  dis- 
trict, has  been  assaulted  by  a  Radical  soshi, 
who  is  now  under  arrest. 

Uwajima,  Feb.  28,  9.10  a.m. 

The  villagers  of  Tada-mura  discharged  fire- 
arms and  wounded  a  constable  and  four  resi- 
dents. A  large  number  of  soshi,  who  are  as- 
sembling at  Nagagawa,  are  armed  with  pislpls 
and  swords.  A  party  of  miners  who  arrived 
from  Nishiura-gun  are  provided  with  weapons. 

Mito,  Feb.  28,  10.46  a.m. 

Nakamura,  chief  compositor  at  the  Ibaraki 
Jiyu  Office,  has  decamped  with  important 
pieces  of  the  machinery.  He  is  supposed  to 
have  been  instigated  by  opponents  to  interrupt 
the  publication  of  the  paper.  The  Jiyu  Office 
has  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Imura  and 
four  others. 

Utsunomiya,  Feb.  28,  2.40  p.m. 
Soshi  belonging  to"  the  parties  of  Mr.  Hoshi 
and  Mr.  Yokobori  engaged  in  a  fight  at  Sugata- 
gawa-mura,  Kawachi-gun,  this  morning,  and 
three  Yokobori  men  and  one  Hoshi  adherent 
were  injured. 

Gifu,  Feb.  28,  9.06  a.m. 
A  telegraphic  message  has  reached  here  to 
the  effect  that  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Sugishila, 
committed   suicide  at  Kibugawa-mura  upon 
being  detected  in  bribery. 

Nagano,  Feb.  28,  4.28  p.m. 
Mr.  Orita  Shoshi,  a  candidate,  has  been 
arrested  on  a  charge  of  bribery. 
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Utsmioniiya,  Feb.  28,  5.40  p.m. 

Legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  by 
the  Chief  Public  Procurator  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Police  against  the  Kanto,  the  organ 
ot  Mr.  Hoshi.  Ten  Hoshi  .<•<>*/// and  five  Yoko- 
bori  youths  liave  been  arrested  in  connection 
with  the  disturbance  at  Makuta-mura. 

Urawa,  March  1,  n  a.m. 

A  Radical  soshi  named  Kanazawa  Yoshi 
tsugu,  accompanied  by  some  thirty  five  others 
armed  with  weapons,  were  prevented  by  the 
police  from  passing  into  Yokomi-gun.  The 
leader  of  the  party  was  on  horse-back.  The 
police  confiscated  all  the  weapons  and  scattered 
the  soshi. 

Takata,  March  2,  1.07  p.m. 
A  serious  fight  took  place  in  the  8th  district 
of  this  Prefecture  between  Kaishin-io  and  the 
Jiyu-to  adherents.  A  large  number  of  soshi 
took  part  in  the  fight,  and  many  persons  were 
injured  on  both  sides. 

Nagano,  March  r,  5.56  p.m 
A  number  of  soshi  of  the  Jiyu-to  and  the 
Kaishin-io  created  a  disturbance  in  the  2nd 
district  and  four  were  more  or  less  severely 
wounded. 

Fukuoka.  March  1,  6.59  p.m. 

Over  three  hundred  Unionists  assembled  in 
the  5th  district,  and  were  dispersed  by  the 
police.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Unionists  as- 
saulted Radical  supporters  at  Nishi-mula  in 
Mio-gun.  Other  Unionist  throngs  have  been 
despersed  and  their  weapons  confiscated. 

Morioka,  March  1,  8.40  p.m. 

Some  thirty  soshi  met  at  Mashiro-mura,  but 
were  dispersed  by  the  police.  At  Akazawa  in 
the  1st  district  votes  were  stolen  by  the  Uyeda 
wing.  The  police  are  endeavouring  to  recover 
them. 

Niigata,  March  i,  10.40  p.m. 
Thirteen  Kaishin-io  soshi  have  been  arrested 
for  having  intimidated  opponents,  and  thirteen 
others  are  detained  on  a  charge  of  bribery. 

Nagano,  March  2,  6.05  a.m. 
A  village  headman  and  forty-three  residents 
of  the  4th  district  are  being  prosecuted  for 
having  received  bribes. 

Shizuoka,  March  2,  4.05  p.m. 

A  vehicle,  carrying  the  Tamaho-mura,  Sun- 
to-gun,  ballot-box  to  the  main  voting-station, 
was  accidently  overturned  into  the  Sakai  river, 
and  the  Headman  in  charge  killed.  The  police 
constables  and  election  committee  were  more 
or  less  severely  wounded. 

Gifu,  March  2,  3.55  p.m. 

Thirty  supporters  of  Mr.  Kishi  Kosaburo,  of 
the  2nd  district,  are  being  proceeded  against  in 
the  law  Courts. 

Takata,  March  2,  1  p.m. 
During  a  fight  in  the  8th  district  sixteen  Pro- 
gressionists and  seven  Radicals  were  injured, 
some  very  serionsly. 

Kobe,  March  2, 
H.I.H.   Prince  Arisugawa   left  for  Tokyo 
to-day. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE    NEXT    MAIL    IS  DUE 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  V.  K.  Friday,  Mar.  9th. 

From  America               per  P.  M.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar.  8th. • 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong                 per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar .  4th.f 

From  America               per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  18th. t 

From  Hongkong            per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  10th. 

From  Canada.  Stc.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Mornlay,  Mar.  19th. 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong                  per  N   D.Lloyd  Wed'day,  Mar.  aist 

From  Hongkong            per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar.  »gth. 

*  Peru  left  San  Francisco  on  February  17th.    t  Calidonien  left 

Shanghai  on  February  97th.  i  Oceanic  left  San  Francisco  via 
Honolulu  on  February  37th. 


LA  TEST  SHIPPING. 


THE  NEXT 

For  America    per  P. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai  per  M. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
Tacnma,  Wish.         per  N. 

For  Hongkong    i>er  P. 

For  Hongkong    per  C. 

For  Furope,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N. 

For  America    per  O 

I'or  Canada.,  &c  per  C 


MAIL  LEAVES 

M.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  4th. 

Y.  K.  Tuesday,  Mar.  6th. 

,  M.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  icth. 

P.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  roth. 

&O  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  17th, 

P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  Mar.  aoth. 

D.  Lloyd  Sunday,  Mar.  33rd. 

&  O.  C<>.  Saturday,  Mar.  a<th, 

P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  Mar,  30th. 


ARRIVALS. 
Semtai  Ufaru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai 
34th  FehiuHiy,— Oi;n  11  viA  ports, aoth  February 
Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,24tl 
Fehiuaiy,— Yokkaichi  231  d  February,  General 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Umbrina,  Bi  ilisli  schooner,  98,  C.  Campbell,  341I 

Februaiy,  — Victoria,    B.C.,   31    Seal  Skills 
Captain. 

Louis  Olsen,  American  schooner,  56,  R.  F.  Guil- 
liams,    241I1    February, — Astoria,    Oregon  1st 
January,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 
Mermaid,   British  schooner,  73,  W.  H.  Whileley, 
24th  February,— Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gea  ' 

—  Ca  plain . 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C 
Young,  241b  February,  — Kobe  23rd  February 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mudie 
251I1    February, —  Hongkong     161I1,  Nagasak 
201I1,  and  Kobe  231  d  February,  Mails  and  Ge 
neral. — P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Allie   J.    Algar,  Ameiican  schooner,  80,  Geo 
Wester,  251I1  February,— Seattle,  Wash.,  Seal 
ing  Gear. — Captain. 
City  of  San  Diego,  British  scbooner,  46,  M.  Pike 
251b  Februaiy,— Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Geai 
— Captain. 

Oscar  and  Hattie,    Briiisli  schooner,  82,  Theo 
Magnasen,    251b    February, —Victoria,  B.C 
Sealing  Gear.  —  Captain. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui 
251I1  Februaiy,— Yokkaichi  24th  February,  Ge 
neial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Teucer,  British  steamer,  1,802,  26th  February,— 
Liveipool  via  poils,  General. — Buttei  field  & 
Swire. 

fiokiishiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka 

261I1  Febiuary,  — Otaru,  Coal.— S.  Oka. 
Shmagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  Shima 
dzu,  261b  Febiuary, — Hakodate  241b  February 
Genet  al.  —  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mogul,  Bcitisb  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  261I 
February, — Tacoma,  Wasli.,  via  Victoria,  B.C. 
71I1   February,   Mails  and  General. —  Dodwell 
Carl  ill  &  Co. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi 
261b  Febiuary,— Kobe  251 1 1  Febiuary,  General 
— Nada  Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
27th  February, — Yokkaichi  261b  Februaiy,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  Win.  H.  Walker, 
271b   February, — San  Francisco  81I1  February. 
Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Baltimore  (14),  U.S.  flagship,  Captain  W.  R. 
Bridgmann,   27th   February,— Yokosuka  371b 
Febr  nary. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
271I1  Februar  y, — Bonin  Islands,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompson,  271b  Februar  y, — Oiaru  vtapor  ts23rd 
Febiuary,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  F.  L. 
Sommer,  27th  February, —  Kobe  26th  Februaiy, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
281I1  Febiuary, — Yokkaichi  27th  Febiuary,  Ge- 
neial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Beatrice,  British  scbooner,  48,  A.J.  Bjerre,  28th 

February,— Put  Back,  24  Seals.— Captain. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  28th 

February,— Moji,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sba. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall, 
R.N.R.,  1st  March, —  Hongkong  viil  ports,  21st 
February,  Mails  and  General.—  Fiazar  &  Co. 
E.  B.  Marvin,  British  schooner,  j.  C.  Han  is,  isl 
March,— Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing   Gear.— Cap- 
tain G.  Cox, 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,  isl 
March, — Yokkaichi  281I1  Febiuary,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima   Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  Isl  March, —  Kobe  28th  Febiuary, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Spondilus,  British  steamer,  2,050,  Hocken,  2nd 
March,  —  Baloum    via     Kobe,    Oil.— Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co. 
Marion  (7),  U.S.  corvette,  Captain  C.  V.  Gr  idley, 

2nd  March,— Put  Back. 
Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 
2r id  March, — Shanghai  and  ports  24th  Februaiy, 
Mails  ami  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  W.  B. 
Seaburv,  2n<)  March,  —  Hongkong  via  i>or  Is  23'  il 
February,  Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Boiu  Head,  American  schooner,  103,  Noyes,  2nd 
March, — San  Francisco,  Sealing  Gear.— Capt. 


Libby,  British  schooner,  96,  Haggeit,  2ud  March, 

—  Victoria,  B.C.,  24  Seals.  —  Captain. 

Otto,  British  schooner,  86,  J.  McLeod,  2nd  March, 

—  Victoria.  B.C.,  8lh  Jauiimy,  Sealing  Gtai  — 
Captain. 

Vera,  British  sihoonei ,  62,  B.  Shields,  2nd  March 

—  Victoiia,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear.— Captain  g! 
Cox. 

Viva,   British  schooner,  99,   R.   Anderson,  2nd 
March,— Victoi  ia,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear.— Frazar 

&  Co.  . 


DEPARTURES. 

Sydney,  French  steamer,  3,450,  Augc\  241I1  Feb- 
ruar y,— Shanghai  vi.l  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. 
—  Messageries  Matiliines  Co. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  Matsu- 
moto,24th  Februaiy,  — Kobe,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yechigo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  704,  Ypshizawn, 
241I1   February,— Oginohania,    General.— Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  Hugo  Walter, 
251I1  February,— Hongkong  via  ports,  Mails  and' 
General.  —  H.  Alliens  &  Co..  Nachf. 
Dora  Seiwerd,  British  scbooner,  93,  F.  Cole,  25th 
Febiuary, —  North     Pacific,    Sealing  Gear- 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Tokai  Mr.ru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
251I1  February,— Yokkaichi,  Gener  al.—  Nippon' 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
26th  February,  — Kobe,  General.— Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
261I1  Febiuary,— Yokkaichi,  General.  — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  26th  February,— Otaru  via  ports,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Saint  Osveald,  Biitish  steamer,   1,781,  Alltreete, 
26th  February,— Hongkong  viA  ports,  General! 
— Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Charles  E.  Moody,  American  ship,  1,915,  R.  L. 
Leonard,  271I1  Febr  nary,— New  Yoik  via'  Kobej 
General. — Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  I, Oil,  Hayashi, 
27th    Febiuary,— Shinagawa,   General. — Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  27th 
February,— Hongkong    via    ports,  General.— 
Dodwell,  Ca.lill  &  Co. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
271I1  Februar  y,— Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  Shima- 
dzu,    27th    February,— Hakodate,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
27th  February, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Hokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka, 

27th  February,— Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Oka. 
Lawang,   German  steamer,   1,578,  Von  Binger, 
271I1  February,— Hamburg  via  poi  ts,  General. — 
Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Agnes  MacDonald,  Bi  ilish  schooner,  107,  M.  Cutler, 
28(h  Febr  uar  y,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Oscar  and  Hattie,   British  schooner,  82,  Theo. 
Magnesen,  28th   February,— Tokyo  to  Dock, 
Ba  I  last . — Captain. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
281I1  February,— Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Formosa,   Biitish  steamer,  2,616,  E.  P.  Bishop, 
281I1  February, —  Marseilles  via  ports,  General. 
—P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  Wm,  H.  Walker, 
1st  March, —  Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. — 
O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Teucer,    British    steamer,    1,802,    J.    Riley,  1st 
March, —  London  via  poits,  Genetal. —  Butter- 
field  &  Swire. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1, 160,  F.  L. 
Sommer,  1st  March,— Otaru  via  ports,  General. 
—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
1st  March, — Yokkaichi,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thonipsen,  1st  March,  — Kobe,  Geneial. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mattie  T.  Dyer,  Ameiican  schooner,  103,  C.  E. 
Mockler,  2nd  March,— North  Pacific,  Sealing 
Gear.— Captain. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall, 
R.N.R.,  2nd  Maich,— Vancouver,  B.C.,  Mails 
and  General. —  Frazai  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  2nd 

March,  — Moji,  Ballast.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsuiiioio,    2nd    March, — Kobe,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  3,  1 894. 


T*hni  Mar u  lapanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Ara\, 
T°k2°d    Ma'd.'-Yokkaichi,    Gene. al.-N.ppon 

Ancona!  BriS'steamer,  1,880  W.  D  Mudie, 
Td  Ma-ch.-Hongkong  vi*  Kobe  and  Naga- 


PerGennan  steamer  Nurnberg,  for  Hongkong 
via  po.ts:— Raw  Silk  for  En.  ope,  159  bales. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India,  for  Van- 
couver, B.C.  :  — 


3rc 
saki, 


M saT/d  General. — P-  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


TEA. 

CHICAGO  NSW  YORK  PACI- 


Nos.  18/32,  Ordinary   30  5°  to  — 

Nos.  28/32,  Medio.,.    38  00  to  39.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  Host   39  00  «>  4°  SO 

No=.  38/12,  Me.lit> «■  to  Heat    45.OO  to  46.50 

No. .3m.  Two-fold    4*-oo  to  43-50 

N0.4as.Tw0.lold    48.75  to  51.00 


AND 
WEST. 


AND 
EAST. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,\ [ram  Otaru 
via  ports:- Miss  M.  Sl.imizu.  Mr.  K.  Sh.m.zu, 
and  Mr.  K.  Chiuya  in  cabin,  and  49  passengers 

inpeereriapa.,ese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Kobe:-!  passenger  in  second  class,  and  29  pas- 
:ngei 
Per 


Hongkong.. 
Colombo  .. 

Amoy  

Calcutta  .. 
Foochow 
Shanghai  .. 
Nagasaki  ., 

Hyogo   

Yokohama 

Total  . 


FIC 
COAST 
l'5 

95 


OTHER 

CITIES. 


—    9.°79       —  — 


91  — 


47 
'75 


TOTAL. 

•>5| 

93 
9.679 

47 
266 
66 


Ho.  aos,  Uomhay   

No.  16s,  Uombav   •••  ■  •  

MICTAt.S. 

The  decline  in  exchange  has  paralysed  this 
ma.ket  also:  and  for  the  time  being  there  is  no- 
thing doing.    Prices  irregular,  and  it  is  impossible 


923 
50 
33« 


—       9J3  to  give  reliable  quotations. 


—  347 


397  I 
331 


Se"Se*  Britis-i^-mer  Ancona,  from  Hongkong, 
via  pons  :-His  Excellency  Hugh  Fraser,  H.B.M. 
Minister  to  Japan,  Mrs.  Fraser  and  r^M,^ 

"  E. 


Von   Rabe,  Mr.  an 


Gadsby,  M'iss  Be,  nstingle,  Messrs  P.  B  Pol,  |. 
Hunt  .  C.  Hartland,  C.  H.  Lightfooi,  F.  E. 
Wilkinson,  and  A.  R.  Collins  in  cabin. 

Per  B,  itish  steamer  ATo^.f.-om  lacoma.WaslK, 
via [Victoria,  BC.:-Messrs.  W.  G.  Norr s, R. 
Van  Bergen,  E.  Van  Be.gen,  and  S.  Sawalai.  111 

"per  B.  itish  s.eamer  Belgic,  from  San  Francisco  : 
—  Mrs  I.  H.  Denig,  Master  Robe.t  Den.g.  M.ss 
Grazia  benig,  Mr.  Maurice  Harris,  M»s  *U.e 
Hal  is,  Miss  Bv-  Hams,  Mr.  Raymond  Pollak 
Mr  A  J-  McDonell,  and  Mr.  A.  O.  Becker  n 
cabi.K  For  Hongkong  :-Mrs.  G.  A.  Porsa.ll. 
and  Mr.  E.  V.  Kellelt  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India  how 

Hongkong  via  ports:— Mr.  C.J.  Kenahow,  Mr.  H. 

Archer;  Su.  geon-Major   Nicholson,  Mr 

Miss  E.  M.  Lyon,  M-.  and  Mis.  Jas 

Miss  Hyslop,  Miss  Graves. 

Hewett,  Mr.  W.T.Payne 

in  cabin  ;  3  passengeis  11 

^plTj^plnesr:^,-  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  po,ts:-Mrs.  Pele.sen,  Mrs.  Pen- 
der,  Miss  Donald,  Miss  Howartl.  M.ss 
Rev.  I.etlort,  Messrs.  W.  B.  Waltei, 
Fukni,  Lang  Pug  Chun,  C.  N.  Cross. ,  and  Capla  n 
and  M.S.  H.duBuisson  in  cabin  ;  Mrs.  All 1  Li  g 
id  Mr.  T.  Tashi.o  in  second  class,  and 
For  A.nei  ica  :  Mr. 
C.  H.  Newman  in 


1,395        —  10,092  430 

SILK. 

NEW  YORK.      OTHER  CITIES. 

Shanghai    45    ~  ••' 

Yokohama   44J   

Total    487    ~ 


—    1 1,9 '7 


TOTAL. 
45 
-  442 


487 


6.10  to  6  30 
I.60  to  I.65 


Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports -.-Silk,  513  ^ales>.  Waste  Silk,  152  bales. 


REPORTS, 
steamer  Belgic,  Captain_Walker, 


8th  Feb.iia.y 
and  wealhei 


Mr. 
and  Mr 
second 


Brooke, 
Buchanan, 
,d  M.s.  E.  A. 
W.  W.  Brown 
class,  and  277 


Palme. , 
S.  Oki, 


The  B. itish 
reports -.—Left  San  F.ancisco  the 
at     IT.  p.m.;  had  variable  winds 
A.  l  ived  at  Yokohama  the  27U'  February  at  3.42 
p.m.    Time,  18  days,  6  hou.s,  and  41  minutes 

The  lapanese  steamer  Satsuma  Maru, ^Captain 
Summer,  ,epor.s:-Left  Kobe  the  26.I.  Februa.y 
at  noon  ;  had  light  no,  ll.-noi  th-easte. ly  winds  and 
fine,  clear  wealhei  to  Oshima  ;  .hence  mode,  a  e 
north-westerly  winds  to  Rock  Wand  ;  thence  to 
oort  mode.ate  N.E.  winds  and  fine,  clear  weall.er. 
A.,  rived  at  Yokohama  the  27th  February  at  3.20  p. m 


The  lapanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  L-,.p- 
ain  R.Swain,  reports  :-Lell  Shanghai  the  24th 

light   easteily  and 


had 


weall.er   up  to 
,ce  fresh  N.W.  gi 


fi  0111 


lain  R.  Swain,  repo. 
February  at  1. 30  p.m 
N.E.  winds  and  fine,  clear 
pioaching  Goto  Islands;  theuc 
and  continued  clear  weather 
Nagasaki  the  261I1  at  5-20  a.m. 
.hesame  day  at  5P-"M  1,ad  fresh  northerly  and 
N  E.  gale  and  moderate  sea  up  to  a,  rival  at  Shi 
monoseki  the  171I.  at  7-4«  a.m.  Left  Sh.monose k. 
the  same  day  at  12.30  p.m.  ;  had  moderate  no,  .1 
easleily  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  through 
W|,»le  of  Inland  Sea,  a.i.v.ng  at  Kobe  the  281  »  at 
O  20  a  in.  Left  Kobe  the  1st  March  at  noon  ;  had 
moderate  easle.ly  and  S.E.  winds  and  clear  wea- 
ther  up  to  passing  Oshima  at  9  p.m 
variable   winds  and  dull,  cloudy 


per  pi  cur. 

Plat  IUu,  i  l»&   *4-50  to4  6o 

Plat  Hars,  J  inch    4  60  to  4  70 

Round  and  aq.iaie  i,|>  to  J  inch    3-45  ">  3-55 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3-55  <«  3  °5 

Sheet  Iron   4  60  to  4  80 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9*o  to  9  80 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    5  60  lo  6.10 

Tin  Platen,  j.er  liox  

Pij<  lion,  No.  3   

lOtKOSItNIC. 
Holders  have  given  way  slightly  in  price  and 
thus  induced  a  few  transactions.    The  maikel  has 
since  hardened  a  bit  and  the  outlook  is  less  mourn- 
ful than  it  was  a  short  time  ago. 

Chester    •  »■«»■  to  »-|S 

Comet    '-80   1°  ■  82* 

Devoe    _  •  .      .  . 

Russian  Anchor   ,.80  to  1.82* 

Russian  Moon    '-77*  to  1.80 

SUGAR. 

Browns.— Recent  arrivals  from  Hongkong  have 
neai  ly  all  been  sold,  leaving  on  hand  (unsold)  about 
2,500  piculs  only.  Prices  unchanged  from  last  rate. 
White.— A  fair  business  at  recent  quotations. 

PIH  PICUL. 

Urown  Takao    54-55  to  4.60 

Brown  Manila    5-»5  °  5-3° 

Brown  Daitong    4-*o  10-4.30 

Brown  Canton    4-4"  to  4  60 

White  Java  and  Penang   7-©o  to  7.10 

White  Kelined    7-50to9.IO 


continued    clear  weather  up  to  a,  rival  at] 

Left  Nagasaki 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK, 
e  was  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  since 


thence  light 
weather  with 


occasional  light  showers  up  to  ar 
I  the  2nd  Match  at  5  p.m. 


ival  at  Yokohama 


and  child,  an 

24  passengers  in  steerage. 
Petersen  in  cabin,  and  Mr. 
second  class.  .  _  .  . 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking, 
Hongkong  via  ports  :-Mr.  Bunting  ...  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Sydney,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe.-Messrs.  L.  Salabelle,  F.  Lyon,  W.  Amdt, 
Frank  G.  Caipenier,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
infant     Mr.   C    Zemmer.  General  Oku^  Colone 
Y  Odera,  Colonel  H.  Inouye,  Messrs. 
Tsuneyoshi  Tadamichi,  Hayashi 
Hashime  Oda,  T.  Yoshikawa,  J.  1.  Hamilton  and 
servant,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  Stoddail  m 

"per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  lot  Hongkong  Uelle.s  and  buyers 
•a        ,    .     n,   and  Mrs   Dudley  and  2  ch.ldi en,   |ias  MOt  been  a  si 


Ah  Sing  and 
i,  Colonel 
Dubuffel, 
Taro,  Okushi, 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 
A  blank  week  in  Yams  and  Piece  Goods 


further  d,op  in 


The 

exchange  has   (lightened  both 
out  of  the  maiket,  and  there 
sale  for  days  past.    'We  leave 


Per  B, itish  steamer  Gaelic,  for  ban  Francisco: 
—Messrs.  Geo.  Ashley,  C.  E.  Chapman,  E.  L. 
Fearo  .  T.  G.  Gowland,  M.  H.  R.  Hams,  John 
Laird,  William  Laud,  Le  Se  Chang,  E.  Marshall, 
B.  Schake.  C.  A.  Spigel,  and  Henry  St.  Clair  ... 

"per*  lapanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports:-MisS  Richards,  Miss  Hennessy, 
M.s.  Howard,  Mrs.  Nakamigawa  Rev.  j. 
Williams,  Messrs.  C.  Holm,  W.  B.  Walte.  V 
Kostileff,  Chun  Kai  P.ng,  Y.  Fukuzawa  j .  Fuk.,. 
zawa,  S.  Fukuzawa,  and  Ogur.  ...  tab  11}  Mrs. 
Goto  Messrs.  T.  Tao,  Takano,  and  N.sh.kata  ... 
second  class,  and  «  passengers  in  -leeiajEe. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India  fo.  Van- 
couver B  C.:-M..  L.  B-ooke,  Mr.  J.  R.  Freme, 
Miss  G.aves.  Mrs.  Hewitt,  Miss  E.  Hulbe.t  Mr, 
H.  Hrdbe,  t,  Miss  Hyslop,  Mr.  C.  S.  O.  Lloyd, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Matthews  Ma,or  N.colsou, 
Mr  W  T.  Payne,  Mr.  S.  W.  Radcliffe,  Dr. 
•r  „l„,ll  RN  Mrs.  T.imbull,  Miss  lumbull. 
Miss  E  L  r.n"l),','>  Mr.  H.  S.  Waldo,  and  Mr. 
E.  I.  Whitfield  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
pofts:-Mr.  Charles  Freeman.  Mr  J.  C.  Medd, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.J.Davis    Mr.  R.  WolcoU 
G  L.  Kipl'mg,  Mr.  E.  A.  Hewett,  Mi .  H 
fir  T  H  Wilson,  and  Mr.  E.  Braess  111  cab... 


nai,  and  must  1  email. 

tile  itself  at  some  figuie  01  othei. 
piEClt  (;ooi>s. 

p  IK   P  I  P. C  X  . 


tendency  to  set 

COTTON 


;,e«-SI,ulii.KS— 8ill.,3a4yds.39ii.c|,e»  $2  30  to  2.80 
r.Clo.h-7]b,24ya,ds,32uH;he!   .  60    0  90 


1 .70 
'75 


to  2  35 

to  3  75 


Mr.  C. 
Grove, 


G 

In'dVgo  Shii'ti.igs— 12  yaids,  4-1  inches... 
P.  hits— Assorted.  24  yards,  30  inches  ,.. 
(?(;u:)S11_,,a,,a,,Sa,,dSattee,,s..lacl(,32    ^  n*  «ho.  ^ 

Veli^H.acU^s'yaVdsi^Vncher:::    M  |»  8.7S 

Victoria  Lawns,.  2  yards.  ,a-j...cW..    o.«s  "'78 

l  urkey  Reds-a  o  to  2.4Tb,  24/25  yards,     -»•  ''«*•  . 

30  inches   •   ■  j  "      '"'/3  * 

TmKey  Reds-2.8  to  3ni,  24/25  Yards, 

30  inches  j"'  * 

Turkey  Reds-j.B  to  4*.  Ul*S  yar(1s' 

32  inches   ;  j '" 

l  urhey  Reds-4.8  to  5^.  24/25  Y*ras, 

32  inches   

WOOILHtiS. 


2,27}  to  2.67J 
2  85   to  3.10 


CARGOES. 
Per  French  steamer  Sydney,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe-.— Raw  Silk  for  France,  95  bales;  Waste 
Silk  for  France,  109  bales.    Treasure  for  London, 
84,414;  for  Shanghai,  $6,000. 


K I  a  n  n  e  1  

Italian  Cloth.  30  yn.ds,  32  mehes  besl 
Italian   Cloth,   3"   V»<As'   *2  Wch" 

Mediimi  •  "' 

Italian   Cloth,   3"   V5"'5'   3?  ,nC,,e" 

Coi.iii.ni.   

Monsseline  de  Luine— Lrape,  2  1  ya"<». 

31  inches  

Cloths— PHOU,  51  ®  -j6  inches   

r|0u,g— President*,  51  @  5<>  inel.es  ... 

Clolhs-iJ.tion,  5J  t&  s6  iflcliea   0 

m.nheln— Sra.  1st  and  C», ten,  I  to  34 «' , 

...  a    0,45 


rtii  v a  11 1) . 
$0,274  l"  °  45 
0.30   In  0.3S 


o  .15  to  0.30 
0.20    In  0.25 


•  >4 

15 

.60 
.jo 


10  0.194 
to  0.50 
to  o.«S 
to  0.70 


Our  last  . 

which  dale  settlements  on  this  ma.ket  are  1,320 
piculs,  divided  thus:  Filatures,  835  piculs;  He- 
reels,  284  piculs;  Kakeda,  201  piculs.  Besides  these 
purchases,  direct  shipments  have  been  102  bales, 
making  the  total  business  of  the  week  1,420  piculs. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  sudden  accession 
of  enquiry  from  some  quarters,  and  shippers  have 
been  templed  (apparently  by  the  low  rate  of 
exchange  ruling)  to  transfer  some  more  of  the  stock 
10  the  other  side.  General  accounts  from  con- 
suming markets  still  remain  ve,  y  dull  and  gloomy, 
with  very  low  prices  there.  It  would  seem  as 
though  manufacturers  expected  to  buy  cheaper 
still  and  the  outlook  is  not  reassuring.  Meantime, 
holders  have  succeeded  in  getting  higher  puces 
for  some  kinds  of  silk,  especially  Filatures,  Re- 
reels  and  Kakeda  suitable  for  the  United  Slates 

trade.  .     ,        ,  ,1 

Anivals  from  the  interior  have  been  very  small 
and  the  stock  list  is  down  to  12,000  piculs.  It 
seems  undoubted  that  theie  is  a  la.ge  quantity  of 
silk,  reeled  and  unreeled,  in  the  interior  yet  to 
come  forward;  but  holders  appear  to  take  little 
account  of  this,  and  certainly  the  low  exchange 
rates  now  ruling  do  permit  buyers  to  pay  high 
prices  in  Mexican  dollars,  so  that  holders,  while 
they  complain  strongly,  are  not  really  so  badly  off. 

Exchange  has  dropped  yet  further  from  iba 
ve,  y  low  rales  of  last  week,  but  closes  a  li  ifie  above 
the  lowest  point  touched. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  French,  Amencan  and 
German  mails  all  taking  ca,  go.  T  he  S.S.  Sydney, 
24th  ultimo,  had  95  bales  for  Fiance;  the  Gaelic, 
same  date,  carried  823  bales  for  New  Yo.  k,  and  the 
Nuernberg,  251I'  ultimo,  had  159  bales  for  Europe. 
These  depa.  tu,  es  make  the  p,  esent  export  fig.n  es 
32,154  piculs  against  43,250  piculs  last  year,  and 
30  623  piculs  at  ihe  same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks.— No  supplies;  no  stock  ;  no  business; 
no  quotations.  / 

Filatures.— More  than  half  of  the  trade  of  the 
week  has  been  done  in  this  class  and  p.  ices  have 
been  more  or  less  irregular.  Silks  suitable  for 
New  Yo.k  have  had  the  most  patronage  and  prices 
have  varied  consideiably  ;  the  same  chop—  Tokosha 
—bringing  $790  for  summer  reelings,  wlule  winler 


i74 


reelings  have  been  done  al  $50  less.    One  small 


parcel  of  Rokkosha  b. ought  $81 
at  p,  opo,  lionale  p.  ices.     In  E 


i  <  >  1  1  () ri  v  a  it ns      h eh  hcui.. 

,<„... »(.,.y..V.».<y   

Sos.  10/24,  Reve.se   


15  and  other  chops 
European  sorts,  not 
ve.y  much  has  been  done,  although  several  par- 
cels have  been  taken  into  godown  Willi  a  view  ot 
making  ends  meet  between  holders  and  consumers. 
Good  quality  Goshu  have  been  done  al  $770,  with 
vat  ions  other  grades  from  $750  to  $700. 
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He- reels  —  Those  lutve  been  advanced  for  1 1 > r- 
hrtiei  Biadei,  end  $780  Ims  been  freely  paid  f<n 
Good  JdsJiu  ;  Fair  josliu,  $740 i  Medium,  $700; 
Common,  $070;  Bushu  sons,  $670  ami  $000. 

Kakeda. — Considerable  business  lieiein,  hotli 
for  New  Yoilt  ami  for  Km  ope,  pi  ices  bein^  worked 
up  as  exchange  declined.  The  last  sales  entered 
weie  Da  nan  a,  $735,  Horsehead  I,  $710;  Horsehead 
II,  $680,  with  equal  chops  al  equal  pi  ices. 

In  othei  soils,  nothing  done. 


Il,nli>-N<> 
I  laulm  —  No 
I  Links — No 
I  laiilis — No 
I  Units — No 
1 1 anlts — No.  2t  In  3 

risoits — No.  3  

I  i  nulls —  No 


OUOTATIONS. 
I*..  

2  (  Sliiiiilni )   

2  (  Joslm)   

i\  (Shiitsmi)  

a*  (  hmlni)  


Kxpoi  I  'fable  Waste  Silk  to  and  Mai  ell,  1  fiy<j.. 


i.ilc  -Milt 
.  r«,l  Cm 


.1.  |K|,J.,|4. 

P 1011  LI. 
..  17,986 
3.231 


llft*f  j, 

I' 1 1:11  It. 
3Q,306 


21,217  32,0'i8 


Tlllrilirlila  and  Otiaiit  )  * 

B  xport  from  ist  July  J  2,'1°" 
Stock,  2nd  Mnrch  -17,600 


36,000 
5.600 


I  Hi)  I  - 1, 2  . 

I'll  oi  l. 

»3$U4 
■2,095 

25,319 

fICIILI. 
26,750 

1 1,000 


Filatures — Uxtra  10/11  iteiiiers   Nom.  — 

Filatures— flxtra  13/15  «lenieis    Nom.JSso  to 

Filaluies — No..l,  10/13  ileniein    S10  to 

Filatures— No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  <ie»   820  to 

filatures— No.  1  J,  10/ 14  denieis    76010 

Fila  lines — No.  1  i ,  13/16,  14/17  it  en   760  to 

Filaluies — No.  2.  10/15  ileoiei.s    730  co 

Filatures — No.  a,  14/18  deniers    730  to 

Filatures — No.  3,  1 4/ao  deuieis    700  to 

He-reels— Kxtra     

He-ieels — (Oslm)  liest  No.  1  ...           Nom.  — 

Ke-ieels — No.  1,  13/15,  1  4 / 1  6  deniers   78010 

rte-ieels — No.  14,  13/16,  14/17  deiiiei.s   740  to 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  1 4/18  tleniers   710  to 

Re-ieels — No.  z\,  iti/iK  deniers    67010 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1  4/20  deniers    650  to 

Kalcedas— ff'.xira  ...                              Nom.  770  to 

Kaltedas — No.  i       y ^5  to 

Kalcedas — No.  n    710  to 

Kalcedas— No.  3    680  to 

Kanedas— No.  24    660  to 

Kalcedas — No.  3  ...   _ 

Kalcedas— No.  3$    — 

KaUedas — No.  4    _ 

Oslm  Scndai — No,  -• »    

Haniatsulti — No.  1,  2                             Nom.  — 

liamatsiiKi — No.  3,  4    Nom-   

sodai — No .  .i  i   ^ 

rtxiuxi  K,.w  Sillt  I'ahles  to  2nd  March  1894.- 

Saxiill  1843.1894.     189a.  93.        1891. 9«. 


8C0 
8i 
83 
7;o 
770 
740 
740 
7*o 


790 
750 
720 
680 
660 
780 
745 
7 

690 
670 


it, 


America 


I7.I89 

>.1,986 


I  (.In 


f  Dales  31,175 
"•  (  I'icuib  32,154 

Settlement*  and  Diiecl)  '  " 

Export  from  1st  )nly  )  33.4°o 
Stoclc,  2nd  March    12,000 


16,501 

25.983 

42,484 
43.250 

43,600 
2,300 

45.900 


M.054 
24,662 

38,716 
39.623 

40,590 
9,460 

50.050 


A  vailalile  supplies  to  date  45,400 

WASTE  SILK. 
Business  in  this  bianch  has  been  small,  total 
settlements  for  the  week  being  300  piculs,  divided 
thus  :    Noshi,  45  piculs;  Kibiso,  230  piculs;  Neri, 
25  piculs.     No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

There  is  very  little  enquiry  and  buyers  offer  low 
prices.  These  are  not  accepted  by  holders  who 
seem  to  think  that  with  a  low  exchange  shippers 
can  afford  to  pay  fabulous  prices  in  yen  for  any- 
thing they  may  require.  The  consequence  is,  the 
tiade  is  much  curtailed,  and,  above  all,  we  do  not 
get  encouraging  news  from  consuming  markets. 
Piobably  before  the  month  is  out,  buyers  and 
sellers  will  meet  and  some  business  be  done. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  oppoi  tuni  I  ies 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  S.S.  Sydney,  24th  Feb., 
took  109  bales  for  Europe  and  the  Nuernberg, 
25th  ultimo,  had  225  bales  for  the  same  destina- 
tion. These  depai  lures  make  the  pi esent  expoi  t 
figures  21,217  piculs  against  32,058  piculs  last 
year  and  25.339  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi. — A  veiy  small  business,  ptincipally  in 
Oshu  1  ejections,  costing  $65  per  picul.  One  01 
two  sample  hales  of  Sanshti  »t  $115. 

Kibiso. — A  fair  trade  in  Filatures,  pi  ices  rang- 
ing fi  inn  $90  to  $105,  according  to  quality.  Sendal, 
$70;  Zaguri,  $50  down  t<>  $40,  acco.ding  to  g.ade. 

Sundries. — Alter  a  vei  y  long  inteival,  theie  has 
been  a  settlement  in  Neri,  price  reported,  $15. 

QUOTATIONS. 
Pierced  Cocoons — (iood  to  Hest   — 

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Best   $145  to  150 

Noshi-ilo — Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noshi-ito — Filatuie.  Medium   12510  130 

Noshi-ilo — Oslm,  (iood  to  Hest   13010  140 

Noshi-ito — Sliiiisliu,  liest    — 

Noslii-ito — Sliinslni,  Good   100  to  105 

Noshi-ito — Sliinslni,  Medium    go  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Husliit,  Good  to  Heal   115  to  125 

Noshi-ito — Josliu,  liest    — 

Noshi-ito — josliu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — josliu,  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kibiso — Filature,  liest  selected    105  to  1 10 

Kibiso — Filatuie,  Seconds    95  t„  100 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  liest    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Sliinslni,  Hest   — 

Kibiso — Sliinslni,  Seconds     

Kibiso — [oshu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to  35 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Ilaclioji,  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Ilaclioji,  Medium  to  Low   as  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Mawata — Good  to  Best   — 


Available  supplirn  todate  39,900        42,500  37,750 

Exchange  has  fallen  again  but  closes  a  fi  action 
above  the  lowest  point  reached.  London,  im/s, 
Credits,  2/0J ;  Documents,  2/of;  6m/s.  Credits, 
2/1.  Nkw  Yokk,  3od/s,  U.S.  $50$  ;  4111/s.  U.S. 
$51.  Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2. 61  ;  6m/s. 
fcs.  2.63. 

Estimated  Sillt  Stoclc,  2nd  March,  1804.— 

*»W  .  MCUf.*.  'A/ a  »i  1. 

Hanlts    10  Cocoons  

Filatures    6,750  Noshi-ito 

3e-reeis    3.96o     Kibiso    8^070 


Kalceda    1,230 

Osnu    10 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  40 


PILULB. 
250 


Mawata   150 

Sundries    320 

Total  piculs  ...  .  17,600 


Total  piculs   12,000 

TEA. 

Small  business  as  before.  Tasters  will  soon  be 
looking  for  garden  musters  of  New  Crop  as  the 
mild  winter  should  biing  on  an  early  spring. 
Settlements  for  the  season  to  date  are  just  about 
on  a  par  with  last  year  ;  the  exact  figures  being 
227,150  piculs  against  227,000  piculs  at  same  date 
in  1893. 

•  *  r  c  r  c  u  1. . 

Common   $,2  to  13 

Good  Common    14  to  15 

Medium   ,7  to  18 

Good  Medium    )Q  to  20 

Pine   23  to  23 

Finest   ") 

Choice   C Nominal. 

Choicest   j 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  is  still  falling  and  shows  no  signs  of 
near  1 ecovery. 

Sterling — Banlc  T.T   1/11I 

sleillug —  lianli  Mills  on  demand    l/llf 

Sterling — Banlc  4  months'  sight    2/0J 

Sterling — Private  4  months' sight   2/04 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/of 

On  Paris — Banlc  sight   2.48 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2  56 

On  Honglcong — Banlc  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  to  days' sight    1  °/0  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Hanlc  sight    72J 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73I 

On  India — Banlc  sight  ...    177 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight    180 

On  America — Hanlc  Hills  on  demand   ...   47* 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    «ig| 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   50^ 

On  Germany — Banlc  sight    2.00 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.08 

Bar  Silver  (London)    27J 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  Wot  Id. 

Offices— Bishopsgatejonse,  London,;  tC. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  |ouknal  for  In. 

vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up  to-date 
Weekly    Kec  rd  of  all    Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.    Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants,  Storekeepers,  and    »  holesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com. 
panies  are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEV  AND  TkADE." 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  v*ry  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  Knglish  goons 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 
THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  ihe  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countiies 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

•"PHE  most  delightful  Mountain  Retort  in  the 
1  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATE1  M 
KOWAK J-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  'tin; 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  lo 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  Standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating! 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

A/flSS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Blufif,  Yokohama, 
■LVl  will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 
February  1 8th,  i8q2. 


t.f. 


The  sweetest  of  alt  sweet  odours.  The 
original   and    only    true    Essence  is 
Atkinson's.   Beware  of  Imitations. 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  BE  COLOGNE 

When  of  pood  quality  Eau  de  ColoRiie  is 
one  of  the  most  refreshing  Perfumes. 
Atkinson's  English  make  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  fiuest. 
Of  nil  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  A1KXNSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION !  Only  genuine  with  shield-shapo 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  u:;aal  Trade  Jlark. 
a  "  White  liose,"  and  address  in  fnl], 


January  13th, 1894. 
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C3ntraotors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern 
ments,  Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World.  


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 


Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 
PirsS-Ctass  Workmanship. 

i    Moderate  Prices.  .  ,  . 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed, 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration.  , 
We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  descr.ption.f  rom  the 

smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying on yachits  of  jc .  tons .and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddl i  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c  ,  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  i\  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and I  gives 'A"*  ] 
times  the  pover,  weight  for  weight,  o  any  othei  . engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, i8qo,  in  competition  o.,en  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  I7I, aUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET.E.C 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


May  7th,  1891. 


1  y- 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODEM  TIME, 
HOLLO  WAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its  | 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu  j 
axiesin  Abyssinia,"  says-"  1  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahome 
to  Inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In 
snort  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  1  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway-s  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
p  ore  as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  wh.ch  satisfies,] 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammation*. 

Mr  1  T  Coopfr,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871 .  says-"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and.  in  consequence,  milk  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at .  la.-t  a  tea, 
spoonfulof  Ointment  was  worth  afowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  througho  = 
World.  Mayist,  1890. 


Awarded  Colo  Medal  Lpool  Interh  l  Exhibition.  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITEDt 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixtura" 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye- 
44  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■•Wbllahed  a  Quarter  of  *  Century. 


ASK  FOR 


LIEilGGOilPANY  S 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


And  Bee  that  each  Jar  bears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  hngiaua^ 

Sold  wholesale  toy  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama.  Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 
June  14th.  l892- 


mm 


J?TtSv"  Remedy  for  Acidity  or  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructation., 
Bilious  Affections.   


1  The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Bheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
(Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


QlNNEFO'RDS 
FLUID 

MAGNESlAj 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
N.B.   ASK   FOR   PINNEFORP'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  s^teamJaunchC? 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
and  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour 
-also  TuS  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  ,f  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  m  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.  Ho  ,„„r  nr 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 

Ferry  purposes. 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM."  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 

Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager. 
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Yokohama:  Saturday,  March  ioth,  1894. 


BIRTH. 

At  No.  17,  Hikawa-cho,  Akasaka,  Tokyo,  on  the  8th 
inst.,  the  wife  of  John  R.  Birkelund  of  a  daughter. 

MARRIAGE. 
On  the  3rd.  March,  at  Christ  Church,  Yokohama, 
Japan,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Champneys  Irwine.M.A.,  Henry 
Charlks  Litchfield,  of  Yokohama,  Barrister. at-law, 
to  Alice  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Gadsby,  Esq.,  of  Derby. 

DEATH. 

On  March  9th,  1894,  at  Sanko-zaka,  Tokyo,  Fumi 
Alexandkr,  eldest  son  of  K.  Sonoda,  Esq.,  Manager 
of  the  Specie  Bank,  Yokohama,  aged  11  years.  The 
funeral  will  leave  the  house  for  S.  Andrew's  Church 
at  1  p.m.  on  Monday. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  Yoshino-kan  has  arrived  at  Kure,  all  well, 


The  next  session  of  the  Diet  is  expected  to  last 
for  ahout  twenty-five  or  thirty  days. 

The  sealing  schooner  Worlock  is  to  be  sold 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  local  creditors. 

Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  is  the  probable  Jiyu-to  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency  of  the  new  Lower 

House.  

Two  fires  occurred  in  Tokyo  on  the  3rd  inst,, 
and  each  resulted  in  the  loss  of  human  life — in 

both  cases  men.   

Mr.  H.  C.  Litchfield,  Crown  Prosecutor  in 
H.B.M.'s  Court  for  Japan,  was  married  on 
Saturday  to  Miss  Gadsby,  of  Derby. 

A  small  fire,  supposed  to  be  of  incendiary 
origin,  occurred  at  No.  118,  Settlement,  on 
Thursday  morning. 

A  new  road  is  contemplated  by  the  Tokyo  City 
ImprovementsCominitlee.  It  will  be  cut  through 
thedistricl  lying  between  Miyake-zaka  and  the 
Akasaka  Palace. 

Over  one  thousand  electors  abstained  from 
exercising  the  franchise  in  the  Second  District 
of  Okayama.    The. total  number  of  electors  is 


about  1,600,  of  whom  only  478  voted  for  Mr. 
Higasa  Tsunetaro,  the  successful  candidate,  and 
1 10  for  Mr.  Nakayama  Hiroshi. 

There  has  been  a  decided  fall  in  the  temperature 
this  week  ;  the  weather  has  been  tempestuous, 
with  heavy  snow  on  Thursday. 

The  finances  of  the  Yokohama  General  Ceme- 
tery are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  over  $4,000 
being  now  on  deposit  in  the  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Banking  Corporation. 

The  Kagawa  Shimpo,  the  Jiyu  Shitnpo,  the 
Fukuryo  Shimpo,  the  Doyo  Shimpo,  the  Hokkai 
Minsei  and  the  Chiugoku  were  suspended  on 

the  5th  instant.   

Special  commemorative  medals  have  been 
struck  for  presentation  to  guests  invited  to  the 
Palace  for  the  celebration  banquet  and  enter- 
tainment on  the  91I1  inst. 

Mr.  Ogoshi  Seitoku,  Japanese  Consul  at 
Shanghai,  has  been  commissioned  to  take  charge 
of  Consular  business  at  Foochow,  Hankow, 
Taiwan,  Tamsui,  and  Kiukiang. 

Tokyo  was  crowded  on  Friday  by  folk  anxious 
to  take  part  in,  or  witness,  the  Silver  Wedding 
celebration  festivities.  The  weather  was  wet 
and  miserable  to  a  degree. 

A  venerable  couple  residing  at  Matsuye,  cele- 
brate their  73rd  wedding-day  this  year.  Oc- 
casion has  therefore  been  taken  by  the  neigh- 
bours to  give  an  entertainment  in  their  honour 
011  the  9th. 

Two  Buddhist  temples,  the  Tesshu-ji,  and  the 
Ryogen-ji,  in  Shitaya,  Tokyo,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  2nd  inst.  The  former  was  built  by 
the  late  Yamaoka  Tetsutaro,  and  contained 
many  valuable  articles,  which  are  all  lost. 

Superintendent  Kipling,  late  of  the  Yokohama 
Fire  Brigade,  died  on  Sunday  afternoon  during 
the  voyage  between  Kobe  and  Yokohama. 
Death  was  due  to  syncope,  the  result  of  alco- 
holism.   Deceased  was  on  his  way  home  to 

England.   

One  of  the  nfost  exciting  contests  in  the  general 
election  took  place  in  the  Eleventh  Election  Di- 
strict of  Aichi  Prefecture,  the  rendezvous  of  an 
exceptionally  large  number  of  soshi.  About  one 
thousand  were  employed  by  the  Jiyu-to  and  a 
little  over  three  hundred  by  the  Kaishin-to. 
During  the  night  of  the  28th  11 1 1 .  three  fires  were 
caused  by  incendiaries  at  Tomioka,  but  were 
almost  immediately  put  out.  One  school  buil- 
ding was,  unfortunately,  burnt.  The  Radical 
soshi  are  charged  with  having  set  fire  to  the  pre- 
mises. Parties  of  about  one  hundred  Jiyu-to 
soshi  were  sent  to  every  important  centre,  and 
prevented  Opposition  electors  from  going  to  the 
polls.  At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Radical 
soshi  attacked  the  quarters  of  their  opponents  at 
Tamagawa,  Yatsuna-gun,  using  drawn  swords, 
and  a  fight  naturally  ensued.  The  electors  of  the 
latter  village  were  guarded  by  soshi  when  they 
proceeded  to  the  voting-slation. 


Nearly  all  political  parties  experienced  losses 
through  the  non-return  of  influential  mem- 
bers to  the  Lower  House.  The  Jiyu-to  lost 
Messrs.  Suzuki  Shoji,  Matsuda  Masahisa,  and 
Okada  Koroku,  while  Messrs.  Hadano  Denza- 
buro,  Maruyama  Meisei,  and  Tachliri  Kiichi,  of 
the  Kaishin-to,  were  defeated,  and  Messrs. Nishi- 
kawa  Giyen,  Osuga  Gosuke,  H  ayashida  Takuro 
and  Tsuno  Risuke,  of  the  Dotnei  Club,  were 
equally  unsuccessful.  The  O-gnmi  failed  to  have 
their  representatives,  Messrs.  Iimura  Gozaburo, 
Mori,  and  Morimoto,  re-elected,  but  these  losses 
are  in  a  measure  compensated  by  the  return  of 


Mr.  Oi  Kentaro.  The  National  Union  met  with 
exceedingly  had  fortune  in  the  defeat  of  Messrs. 
Igarashi  Rikisuke,  Hayakawa  Ryusuke,  Ola 
Minora,  Ono  Ryusuke,  Katsuki  Jokyo,  Maki 
Bokushin,  Kuroda  Tsunahiko,  Aoyama  Hogaia, 
and  Tsubota  Shigeru.  The  defeat  of  Mr.  Ahei 
I  wane  is  a  great  blow  to  the  Isekan-gumi.  Of 
the  Independents  Messrs.  Watanabe  Koki,  Ugai 
Ikujiro,  Konishi  Jinnosuke,  and  Yoshioka  Ibu- 
maro  failed  in  their  attempts  to  be  returned. 


The  most  important  news  from  Europe  is  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Gladstone  of  the  Premiership 
of  the  British  Cabinet.  H.M.  the  Queen  im- 
mediately sent  for  Lord  Rosebery,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  latter  has 
formed  a  Cabinet,  merely  redistributing  the 
most  important  posts  among  members  of  the 
old  Cabinet.  Signor  Crispi  has  startled  the 
world  generallyby  declaring.in  the  Italian  Cham- 
ber, that  the  recent  revolution  in  Sicily  was  the 
result  of  a  conspiracy  hatched  in  France.  The 
conspirators  relied  upon  the  outbreak  of  a  con- 
tinental war  initiated  by  Russia,  which  country 
intended  to  cede  the  Sicilian  ports  to  the  other. 
The  rising  was  fixed  for  the  middle  of  February, 
but  the  Government  got  wind  of  the  affair  and 
frustrated  the  step.  According  to  an  Admiralty 
despatch  with  regard  to  the  repulsed  Bathurst 
Expedition,  it  appears  that  the  enemy  attacked 
the  sailors  from  the  thick  cover  while  the  latter 
were  waiting  for  their  boats.  All  hands  be- 
haved with  greatest  gallantry  and  coolness,  the 
officers  setting  a  splendid  example  to  their  men. 
A  private  telegram  received  in  Shanghai  from 
Calcutta,  states  that  the  Indian  Government 
has  introduced  a  Bill  imposing  a  five  per  cent, 
import  duty  upon  all  imports  except  gold  and 
cotton  goods. 

A  somewhat  large  trade  has  been  done  this 
week  in  Yarns  and  Mousselines,  buyers  finding 
that  they  must  have  some  and  consequently 
agreeing  to  pay  the  advanced  prices  prevailing 
of  late.  All  else  is  quiet,  with  quotations  show- 
ing an  upward  tendency.  Very  little  is  doing 
in  Metals,  buyers  being  strong  in  their  asserve- 
rations  that  they  cannot  pay  the  prices  Importers 
now  demand.  The  Kerosene  market  is  steady, 
holders  having  lightened  stocks  by  some  sales 
which  took  place  last  month  "  to  arrive,"  and 
which  have  only  just  been  reported.  In  Sugars, 
Browns  show  some  decline,  arrivals  having 
exceeded  sales,  and  up-country  merchants 
being  less  keen  to  buy.  The  Tea  season  is 
practically  finished  now,  and  nothing  is  likely 
to  be  done  until  the  fresh  musters  come  to 
hand.  Business  has  still  further  fallen  off  in 
Raw  Silk,  due  to  several  causes,  principal  among 
which  is  the  strengthening  exchange,  dubious 
news  from  consuming  centres,  and  the  firm- 
ness of  Japanese  holders.  Recent  business, 
it  would  seem,  was  largely  speculative,  ship- 
pers liansfaring  to  the  other  side  at  the 
ruling  low  export  prices  in  expectation  of  the 
spring  demand.  The  outlook  is  generally  re- 
ported to  be  far  from  promising,  Italy  being 
a  very  strong  competitor  just  at  present. 
It  is  interesting  to  compare  present  quotations 
with  those  of  a  year  ago,  when  prices  for  silk 
here  were  about  $200  more  than  now  ;  exchange 
also  showing  a  depreciation  to-day  of  quite 
35%  when  compared  with  this  day  last  year. 
These  facts  will  speak  for  themselves.  The  low 
price  of  Raw  is  said  to  be  interfering  with  the 
consumption  of  Waste,  trade  in  which  very  dull, 
and  the  impression  prevails  among  exporters 
that  native  holders  must  submit  to  a  very  great 
reduction  in  prices  if  they  wish  to  see  any  sen- 
sible reduction  in  their  heavy  stocks;  holders, 
however,  do  not  see  it  in  that  light,  and  are 
holding  out  in  sympathy  with  the  Raw  market. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


Discussion  of  the  results  of  the  elections  has 
been  the  principal  feature  in  the  columns  of 
the  vernacular  press  during  the  week,  but  the 
comments  on  this  subject  having  been  already 
reproduced  separately,  we  need  not  refer  to 
them  in  the  present  summary.  Suffice  it  to 
state  that,  though  victory  is  claimed  by  both 
sides,  it  really  seems  to  belong  to  the  side  op- 
posed to  the  illiberal  and  reactionary  movement 
expressed  by  the  famous  Representation  on 
Strict  Treaty  enforcement.  It  may  also  be  stated 
that  the  most  violent  of  the  Opposition  papers 
are  unable  to  accuse  the  Government  of  any 
impartiality  or  negligence  in  the  maintenance 
of  order  at  the  time  of  the  elections.  The  Nichi 
Ntchi  Shimbun,  writing  on  this  subject,  justly 
commends  the  zeal  and  discretion  mani- 
fested by  the  Local  Authorities  in  carrying 
out  the  various  laws  and  regulations  relating  to 
elections. 


*  * 


There  being  still  elements  of  uncertainty  in 
the  composition  of  the  new  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, it  may  be  too  early  to  attempt  any 
forecasts  of  the  situation  in  the  coming  session. 
The  Nicht  Nichi  Shimbun,  however,  makes 
such  an  attempt.     It  enunciates  the  opinion 
that  in  all  probability  the  next  session  will  not 
witness  any  serious  collision  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Diet.    Without  counting  Mr 
Hoshi  and  several  others  who  will  vote  with  it, 
the  Radical  Party— observes  the  Nichi  Nichi 
commands  120  members,  while  the  six  allied 
parties  aggregate  132.     There  may  be  some 
among  the  so-called  Independents  who  will 
support  the  allied  Opposition  ;  and  even  sup 
posing,  which  is  very  doubtful,  that  the  forces 
are   evenly   divided,   the   opponents   of  the 
Radical  Party  labour  under  the  disadvantage  of 
being  obliged   to   preserve  harmony  between 
several  small  groups  of  politicians,  while  the 
Radical  Party  can  adapt  its  movements  to  the 
requirements  of  the  moment  with  ease  and 
promptitude.     Thus,   in   the  Nichi  Ntchi's 
opinion,  there  is  every  chance  that  the  measures 
on  which  the  six  allied  parties  of  the  Opposition 
set  their  hearts  in  the  late  session  of  the  Diet 
will  be  rejected  by  the  new  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.   With  regard  to  the  Supplementary 
Budget  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Cabinet  and  the  Radical  Party 
But  as  the  latter  is  not  opposed  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  country's  defences,  it  will  not 
hesitate  to  give  its  approval  to  official  measures 
introduced  with  that  aim.     From  these  con- 
siderations, the  Nichi  Nichi  is  persuaded  that 
no  serious  collision  is  likely  to  take  place 
Should  the  allied  Opposition  parties  be  able 
however,  to  secure  a  majority  in  the  new  House, 
another  dissolution— says  the  Nichi  Nichi— 
will  be  ineviuble.    But  at  present  there  is  no 
indication  that  the  Opposition  will  have  power 
to  bring  about  such  a  critical  state  of  things. 
Thus  so  far  as  the  next  session  is  concerned, 
the  outlook  is  considered  comparatively  pro 
mising.    But  it  does  not  in  any  way  follow  that 
the  seventh  session  will  be  equally  peaceful. 
There  will  then  be  a  possibility  of  a  serious 
conflict  between  the  Government  and  the  Radi- 
cal Party  on  the  subject  of  ordinary  Administra- 
tive expenses.    The  Radical  Party,  which  feels 
the  taunt  that  it  has  surrendered  to  the  clan 
Government,  may  be  tempted  to  give  a  practi 
cal  proof  of  its  independence  by  leading  a 
strong  attack  against  the  Cabinet.    The  Nichi 
Nicht  warns  those  in  power  not  to  take  loo 
hopeful  a  view. 

*  *  * 

The  Nippon  has  an  interesting  article  on 
the  situation.  If  the  results  of  the  elections  be 
at  all  a  faithful  indication  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  people,  it  must  be  confessed— says  our 
contemporary— that  the  Gen-kun  Cabinet  has 
not  entirely  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion. According  to  the  Nippon's  calculation, 
the  Ministerial  patty  (by  which  our  contem- 
porary means  the  Radicals)  is  less  than  the 
Opposion  by  a  little  over  ten  in  member.  By 
skilful  management,  this  difference  may,  in  the 


Nippon's  opinion,  be  remedied  by    the  Go- 
vernment.     Our    contemporary    then  goes 
on  to  point  out  some  of   the   devices  that 
will  be  resorted  to  by  the  Government.  First, 
the   tacticians   of  the   Cabinet  will   lose  no 
time  in  making  as  many  converts  as  possible 
among  the  Independents.     Secondly,  efforts 
will  be  inaugurated  to  unseat  some  of  the  Op- 
position members  by  legal  process.  Thirdly, 
the  operation  of  conversion  will  be  extended 
even  to  the  motley  camp  of  the  Opposition,  and 
the  Nippon  seems  to  think  that  such  operations 
will  not  be  wholly  fruitless.    Fourthly,  essays 
will  be  made  to  shake  the  very  foundation  of 
the  Opposition  parties  by  raising  the  standard 
of  progress  and   enlightenment.     The  Nip- 
pon seems  to  think  that  should  the  Radical 
Party  propose  the  amalgamation  of  all  progres- 
sive politicians  under  such  a  broad  banner, 
great  confusion  would  be  created  in  the  camp 
of  the  allied  Opposition,  for  some  of  the  parties 
composing  it  might  be  tempted  to  join  the  attrac- 
tive standard.    Fifthy,  having  by  these  means 
augmented  their  own  forces,  the  Ministerialists 
will  seek  to  surprise  their  enemies  by  bring- 
ing in,  immediately  after  the  opening  of  the 
session,  a  motion  for  calling  the  attention  of 
the   Cabinet  to  the   speedy  Revision  of  the 
Treaties.    The  Progressionists  and  others  will 
find  it  very  difficult  to  oppose  such  a  motion, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  gave  their  approval 
to  the  Address  on  Treaty  Revision  passed  in 
the  fourth  session.     Sixthly   and  lastly,  the 
Cabinet  will  follow  up  the  success  of  the  above 
mentioned  manoeuvre  by  introducing  a  measure 
concerning  the  completion  of  the  defences  of 
the  country.    To  such  a  measure,  the  National 
Unionists  and  others  would  be  at  a  loss  to  find 
any  pretext  for  offering  resistance.  Should 
these  plans  succeed,  the  present  Cabinet,  says 
the  Nippon,  would  be  able,. nay  it  would  be 
compelled,  to  remain  in  office  for  several  years 
to  come.     The  success  of  the  Government 
means  the  creation  of  a  subservient  Diet,  but 
such  a  state  of  things  would,  in  the  Nippon's 
opinion,  necessarily  open  a  way  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  Government  by  Party. 


*  * 


The  Jiyu  Shimbun  defends  its  Party  against 
the  charge  of  alliance  with  the  Clan  Govern- 
ment.   It  ascribes  such  rumour  to  the  malicious 
envy  of  the  Progressionists  at  the  steadily  in- 
creasing influence  of  the  Radical  party.    "  Cats 
and  dogs,"  says  the  Radical  organ,  "may  be 
reconciled  to  each  other,  but  such  a  reconcilia- 
tion is  impossible  between   nationalism  and 
individualism,  between  the  upholders  of  aristo- 
cracy and  the  devoted  advocates  of  the  common 
people  "    It  is  the  Kaishin-io— continues  the 
Radical  organ— and  not  the  Jtyu-io,  that  is  ever 
ready  to  ally  itself  with  the  Government,  as  is 
plainly  shown  by  the  history  of  the  past  ten  years. 
When  the  Radicals  were  the  object  of  merciless 
persecution  by    the  Government,  did  not  the 
Kaishin-io  servilely  flatter  those  in  power  and 
ridicule  the  oppressed  party  ?    The  taunt  of 
alliance  thus  comes  with  particularly  bad  grace 
from  the  Kaishin-io.    The  Radical  organ  then 
denies  in  the  strongest  language  every  imputa- 
tion of  its  Party's  close  relationship  with  the 
Cabinet.    In  truth  the  situation  is  perplexing. 
The  Radical  Party,  while  in  truth  agreeing  with 
the  Government  on  almost  all  the  questions  that 
led  to  the  late  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, is  always  compelled  to  deny  the 
existence  of  any  understanding  with  chose  in 
power     It  is  doubtless  sincere  in  making  such 
denials,  but  what  increases  the  uncertainty  of 
the  situation  is  that,  in  its  eagerness  to  prove 
its  independence,  the  Party  may  be  betrayed 
into  some  extravagant  line  of  action  against  the 
Government. 


Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  the  other 
side  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  as  to  the 
tactics  which  will  be  followed  by  the  allied  six 
parties.  Indeed,  their  organs  have  openly 
announced  that  policy.  It  consists  in  precipi- 
tating a  collision  on  the  question  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  last  dissolution  of  the  Diet.  This 
question  is  discussed  with  remarkable  pertina- 
city by  the  organs  of  the  Kaishin-to.    We  shall 


notice  only  one,  and  the  latest  of  the  numerous 
articles,  written  on  the  subject.  That  the  Radi- 
cal Party,  observes  the  Hochi  Shimbun,  has 
surrendered  to  the  Clan  Government ;  admits  of 
no  doubt.    Its  organ,  however,  repudiates  the 
charge  of  alliance  with  the  Cabinet,  and  de- 
clares that  the  Party  is  as  strongly  devoted  to 
the  demolition  of  Clan  Government  as  ever 
The  Hochi  does  not  believe  in  the  sincerity  of 
such  professions,  but,  as  the  Radical  organ  has 
repeatedly  and  in  the  strongest  terms  denied 
any  coalition  with  the  Government,  our  contem- 
porary is  curious  to  see  what  attitude  that  Party 
will  adopt  about  the  question  of  dissolution 
which  the  Opposition  will  introduce  for  discus- 
sion in  the  new  House  of  Representatives  im- 
mediately upon  its  assembly.    On  this  subject, 
too,  the  Radical  organ  has  more  than  once  ex- 
pressed itself  unfavourably  about  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  dissolving  the  late  House  of 
Representatives.    It  has  even  declared  its  entire 
approval  of  the  points  raised  in  the  communica- 
tion which  some  members  of  the  Upper  House 
addressed  on  the  subject  tothe  Ministersof  State. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  Hochi  is  delight- 
ed to  think  that  the  Radical  Party  will  be  placed 
in  an  awkward  dilemma  when  the  question  is 
brought  up  for  discussion.     Not  to  join  the 
Opposition  in  attacking  the  Cabinet  on  this 
question,  would  be  to  act  contrary  to  its  re- 
peated and  open  declarations  ;  while  to  join  in 
the  attack  would  be  even  more  painful.  But 
if  the  Radical  Party  knows  how  shameful  it 
would  be  to  give  the  lie  to  its  own  public  de- 
clarations, the  Hochi  doubts  not  but  that  it  will 
stand  by  the  allied  parlies  of  the  Opposition. 
* 

*  * 

The  question  of  Strict  Enforcement  of  the 
Treaties  continues  to  be  discussed,  though  with 
lessening  enthusiasm.  The  Opposition  journals 
are  vigorously  attacking  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
dun,  that  journal  having  ruthlessly  exposed  the 
inconsistency  of  the  Kaishin-to  and  other  parties 
on  this  subject.    As  the  matter  was  recently 
dwelt  on  at  some  length  in  our  editorial  columns, 
it  is  not  necessary  in  this  place  to  make  any 
extended  reference  to  the  Nichi  NichPs  writings 
011  the  question.    The  gist  of  its  articles  is  to 
prove  that  the  principal  supporters  of  the  Abei 
Representation  on  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement, 
like  Mr.  Shimada  Saburo.Mr.  Ookalkuzo,  and 
others,  declared  themselves  at  the  time  of  the 
recent  election  virtually  opposed  to  that  measure 
in  all  its  essential  points.    To  mention  a  few  of 
the  arguments  produced  by  the  Nichi  Nichi ; 
it  points  out  that,  whereas  Mr.  Abei's  idea  was 
to  subject  foreigners  to  inconveniences  in  order 
to  make  them  wish  for  revision  of  Treaties,  Mr. 
Shimada  clearly  explained  that  he  had  no  wish 
to  put  foreigners  to  any  inconvenience.  Mr. 
Abei  stated  that  strict  enforcement  of  the  Trea- 
ties was  desirable  as  a  preparatory  step  to  their 
revision  ;  but  Mr.  Shimada  explained  that  the 
treaties  are  to  be  strictly  enforced  only  when 
their  revision  is  refused  by  the  foreign  Powers. 
Mr.  Ooka  also  declared  to  his  constituency  that 
the  views  of  the  supporters  of  the  Abei  Repre- 
sentation were  the  same  as  those  of  the  Premier, 
when  the  latter  states  in  his  reply  to  the  thirty- 
eight  Peers  as  follows  : — "  It  is  of  course  neces- 
sary to  strictly  enforce  such  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting treaties  as  are  essential  to  the  assertion  of 
the  national  rights;  and  when  required,  efforts 
must  be  put  forth  for  the  abolition  and  amend- 
ment of  such  provisions  as  may  interfere  with 
the  exercise  of    the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
country."  These  and  countless  other  utterances 
of  the   Opposition  politicians  amply  justify 
the  inference  drawp  by  the  Nichi  Nichi  and 
ourselves,   that    those   politicians   no  longer 
endorse  the  Abei  Representation  in  its  original 
form.    At  all  events  they  presented  the  matter 
to  their  electors  in  a  manner  clearly  pointing 
to  a  radical  change  of  sentiment  on  their  part. 
* 

Papers  belonging  to  the  Opposition  parties 
naturally  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  such  a 
change  of  opinion.  They  explain  that  the 
supporters  of  the  movement  for  Strict  Enforce- 
ment have  never  been  actuated  by  any  anti- 
foreign  spirit,  and  that  their  sole  object  has 
always  been  to  urge  the  Government  to  pursue 
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an  independent  and  resolute  foreign  policy.  It 
is  a  noteworthy  circumstance  that  papers  of  the 
most  conservative  tendency  take  pains  to  re- 
move the  impression  that  the  movement  in 
question  is  more  or  less  actuated  by  anti-foreign 
sentiment. 

* 

*  * 

Their  Imperial  Majesties'  Silver  Wedding  has 
been  fittingly  commemorated  by  the  metro- 
politan papers  by  the  issue  of  extra  sheets,  con- 
taining lithographic  pictures  of  the  Emperor 
and  the  Empress,  or  poems  and  pictures  ex- 
pressing happy  thoughts  suitable  to  the  great 
occasion.  The  Aichi  Aichi  Shimbun's  picture 
seems  far  the  best.  Editorial  columns  over- 
flow with  expressions  of  congratulation,  felici- 
tation, gratitude,  and  loyalty  to  their  Majesties, 
and  literary  columns  are  filled  with  Chinese 
verses  and  national  poems  commemorating  the 
happy  occasion. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


INCIDENTS  OF  THE  ELECTION. 

Generally  speaking,  the  elections  of  the  1st 
instant  came  off  very  peacefully,  but  as  might 
have  been  expected,  instances  of  violence  were 
not  wholly  wanting.  Of  these  the  most  dis- 
astrous is  reported  from  Takata  in  the  8th  Elec- 
tion District  of  Niigata,  where  the  partisans  of 
the  Radical  and  Progressionist  candidates 
came  to  blows.  The  Progressionists  suffered 
most  severely.  Sixteen  were  wounded,  six  of 
them  dangerously,  it  is  said.  The  Radicals 
came  off  with  only  seven  wounded,  of  whom 
only  one  seems  to  have  been  badly  hurt.  In 
the  nth  District  of  Aichi,  considerable  ex- 
citement is  said  to  have  prevailed  on  ac- 
count of  the  presence  of  extraordinary  numbers 
of  soshi.  Those  belonging  to  the  Radical 
Party  are  said  to  have  been  a  thousand;  while 
the  opposite  side,  the  Progressionistst,  could 
boast  of  about  three  hundred.  The  Radical 
soshi  were  posted  at  several  important  places 
in  groups  of  about  a  hundred  each,  to  in- 
tercept the  electors  of  the  opposite  side. 
Hence  the  latter  had  to  go  to  the  poll  ac- 
companied by  strong  escorts  of  their  fellow- 
villagers.  Happily,  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the 
police, the  partisans  of  the  two  sides  did  not  come 
to  blows  while  voting  was  in  progress.  But  in 
the  evening,  a  few  of  the  Radical  soshi  are  said 
to  have  attacked  those  of  the  Progressionist 
Party,  and  fire  was  set  to  several  houses.  No 
serious  results  attended  acts  of  lawlessness.  Dis- 
turbances are  also  reported  from  Kanagawa 
Prefecture  and  a  few  other  localities,  but  details 
are  not  yet  known. 

» 

•  * 

Of  the  returns  thus  far  reported,  the  most 
remarkable  and  honourable  was  that  of  Dr. 
Hatoyama,  who  stood  for  the  9th  Election  Dis- 
trict of  Tokyo.  Not  a  single  vote  was  cast 
against  him.  Out  of  187  electors,  138  voted, 
and  they  all  declared  themselves  in  his  favour. 
The  number  of  votes  actually  recorded  for  him 
was  137,  because  one  of  the  voters  failed  to 
comply  with  certain  forms  and  his  vote  had  to 
be  declared  void. 

* 

Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka,  ex-President  of  the 
Lower  House,  has  been  returned  almost  as 
unanimously  as  Dr.  Hatoyama.  Only  two 
votes  were  recorded  for  his  opponent.  He 
seems  to  be  a  great  favourite  with  the  Edo'ko 
of  Nihonbashi.  Another  fortunate  person  is 
Mr.  Tsunoda  Shimpei.    He  has  been  returned 

from  Kanda  District  almost  unopposed. 

* 

Mr.  Hiyama  Tetsusaburo,  who  has  been 
elected  to  represent  Shiba  District  in  the  capi- 
tal, is  a  young  man,  a  year  or  two  past  thirty, 
with  an  exuberant  fancy  and  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  be  theatrical.  When  the  results  of 
the  voting  were  known,  he  was  so  excessively 
\  delighted  with  his  hard  earned  victory,  that  he 
got  into  a  jinrikisha  drawn  by  five  men  and 
rode  through  the  streets  shouting  "Long  live, 
Mr.  Hiyama." 

* 

The  contest  between   Mr.  Shimada  Saburo 


and  Mr.  Kimura  Riycmon  in  the  city  of  Yoko- 
hama was  so  keen,  that  both  sides  used  every 
possible  contrivance  to  increase  the  number  of 
their  respective  voles.  The  faction  supporting 
Mr.  Shimada  lias  to  answer  indirectly  for  the 
death  of  a  worthy  citizen,  Mr.  Takagi  Shichi- 
goro  of  Motohamacho.  He  rose  from  his  sick 
bed,  in  response  to  the  importunate  solicitations 
of  the  Shimada  supporters,  went  to  the  voting 
place,  and  on  reluming  dropped  dead  at  the 
threshold  of  his  house  from  congestion  of  the 
brain.  Mr.  Kimura's  partisans  were  scarcely 
less  zealous.  They  brought  in  a  carriage  an 
aged  man  apparently  in  the  last  stage  of  decay. 
He  could  neither  take  up  a  pen  nor  intelligibly 
answer  the  question  whom  he  meant  to  vote  for. 
Of  course  he  was  declared  not  qualified  to 
vote.  Another  interesting  episode  connected 
with  the  election  in  that  district  was  the  com- 
petition of  both  sides  made  to  obtain  the  vote 
of  Captain  Matsumoto  of  the  Toyoshima  Maru. 
The  ship  arrived  here  from  Yokkaichi  at  about 
3  p.m.,  and  thereupon  the  entrance  to  the 
Yuseu  Kaisha's  office  was  besieged  by  the  par- 
tisans of  the  two  candidates,  eager  to  take  hold 
of  the  captain  when  he  should  make  his  ap- 
pearance on  his  way  home.  He,  however,  hear- 
ing of  what  was  going  on  ashore,  remained 
quietly  on  board  his  ship. 


CURRICULUM  OF  COMMON   MIDDLE  SCHOOLS. 

There  has  been  much  talk  during  the  past  two 
years  of  a  change  in  the  curriculum  of  Common 
Middle  Schools.  It  has  now  been  accomplished, 
an  announcement  to  that  effect  appearing  in  the 
Official  Gazette  of  the  1st  instant.  The  prin- 
cipal alterations  are  that  lessons  in  languages 
of  the  second  class,  namely  German  and  French, 
are  abolished,  that  agriculture  is  expunged  from 
the  ordinary  course,  and  that  the  total  time  of 
study  for  the  higher  classes  is  increased  by  two 
hours  per  week.  As  a  matter  of  fact  these 
changesarealreadyin  operation;  they  weresettled 
some  time  ago  at  conferences  of  the  Directors 
of  Higher  Middle  Schools:  the  Notification 
now  published  merely  gives  to  them  the  official 
i?nprimaiur.  The  only  foreign  language  now  re- 
maining in  the  curriculum  is  English.  Courses 
in  French  and  German  were  originally  included 
for  the  convenience  of  youths  who  contemplated 
the  pursuit  of  medical  or  legal  studies  after 
graduation  in  the  Middle  Schools,  but  experience 
has  apparently  convinced  the  Authorities  of  the  in- 
expediency of  the  system.  The  Official  Gazette, 
explaining  the  reason  for  abolishing  the  courses 
in  these  languages,  says  that  students  in  Com- 
mon Middle  Schools  find  it  impossible  to  study 
two  foreign  languages  at  the  same  time,  the 
one — English — remaining  on  the  course  being 
quite  a  sufficient  task.  As  for  the  lessons  in 
agriculture,  they  were  originally  optional,  being 
the  alternative  for  students  who  did  not  wish 
to  take  up  German  or  French.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, however,  in  connection  with  this,  that  pro- 
visions have  now  been  made  for  special  courses 
in  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  other  technical 
subjects  according  to  the  requirements  of  each 
locality.  The  most  striking  alteration  in  the 
curriculum  is  that  the  lime  allotted  for  the  study 
of  Japanese  and  Chinese  has  been  increased  by 
no  less  than  fifteen  hours  weekly.  The  reasons 
assigned  for  this  alteration  are  partly  practical 
and  partly  patriotic,  but  we  refrain  from  com- 
ment until  fullerinformation  is  obtained.  There 
are  some  minor  changes  also,  but  those  noted 
above  are  the  principal.  The  new  curriculum  is 
logo  into  official  operation  from  the  1st  of  April 
next. 


TWO  CRIMES. 

The  last  days  of  February  saw  two  most  regret- 
table occurrences.  On  the  morning  of  the  22nd 
ult.,  a  young  man  and  woman,  the  former  only 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  committed  suicide 
by  taking  morphine.  They  were  both  residents 
of  Tokyo  and  were  induced  to  take  their  own 
lives  in  consequence  of  their  parents'  persistent 
refusal  to  permit  them  to  wed.  On  the  20th 
they  clandestinely  left  the  metropolis  for  Yoko- 
hama, and  took  a  room  at  the  well-known  Fukui- 
ya,  at  the  corner  of  Benten-dori  and  Basha- 
michi.    The  following  day  they  spent  in  sight- 


seeing, and  after  a  final  farewell  supper  in  the 
evening,  retired  for  the  night,  apparently  in 
good  spirits.  One  of  the  maids,  after  fre- 
quently trying  to  arouse  them,  finally  entered 
their  room  at  about  10  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing. Both  were  then  dead,  although  the  phy- 
sician speedily  summoned  announced  that,  in 
the  case  of  the  girl,  life  had  not  been  extinct 
above  an  hour.  The  parents  of  the  deceased 
were  hastily  notified  of  the  sad  event  by 
telegraph,  and  a  heart-rending  scene  is  said 
to  have  occurred  on  their  arrival.  In  the 
second  instance,  a  young  farmer  of  Chiba  Pre- 
fecture fatally  stabbed  one  of  the  inmates  of  a 
house  of  ill-fame  at  Susaki  (Nezu),  in  Tokyo. 
It  appears  that  the  man  had  for  a  long  lime 
been  infatuated  by  one  of  the  prostitutes  named 
Kono-ito,  and  had,  for  her  sake,  lost  not  only 
the  confidence  of  his  employer  but  incurred  the 
severe  displeasure  of  his  parents,  whom  he  had 
repeatedly  deceived  in  order  to  obtain  suffi- 
cient funds  to  keep  his  mistress  in  good 
humour.  The  girl's  time  was  up  in  June  of  the 
present  year.  She  had  written  to  him,  after  he 
had  apparently  broken  off  all  relations  with  her 
in  November  of  last  year,  begging  him  to  visit 
her  once  more,  as  she  loved  none  but  him  and 
desired  to  become  his  wife  as  soon  as  her  term 
of  service  expired.  Completely  deceived  by 
this  artful  letter,  he  ran  once  more  away  from 
home  and  came  to  Tokyo,  but  soon  found  that 
he  was  being  made  a  mere  cat's  paw  of.  On 
the  22nd  of  last  month,  after  a  final  carouse,  he 
made  a  murderons  attack  on  Kono-ito,  stabbing 
her  with  a  short  knife  in  a  dozen  places,  then 
turning  the  blade  against  himself.  The 
wounds  of  neither  were  immediately  fatal  ;  the 
girl  died,  however,  three  days  later,  and,  to 
quote  the  words  of  the  Miyako  Shimbun,  the 
murderer  and  suicide  "  followed  her  ensan- 
guined footsteps  "  a  day  later. 

RESPONSIBILITY   OF  AN  AGENT. 

A  sum  of  1,200  yen  in  obsolete  cupper  coins, 
such  as  tempo,  bunkiu-sen  and  so  forth,  was 
shipped  last  year  from  Nagoya  to  Osaka  by  the 
Bank  of  Japan,  acting  as  Agent  for  the  Trea- 
sury. The  vessel  was  burned  en  route  and  the 
money  lost.  The  Treasury  made  a  claim  for 
the  amount  against  the  Bank  of  Japan,  but  the 
latter  appealed  to  the  Board  of  Audit,  and  the 
Board  has  now  decided  that  the  Bank  is  not 
liable,  since  its  failure  to  insure  the  coins  for 
the  voyage  was  in  strict  accord  with  the  practice 
always  pursued  by  the  Treasury  itself. 

FANCY  NAMES  FOR  DRUGS. 

Japanese  druggists  have  from  ancient  days 
been  prone  to  give  high-sounding  titles  to  their 
stores,  in  imitation  of  the  custom  that  still  pre- 
vails throughout  China.  Many  of  the  nostrums 
offered  for  sale  make  a  bid  for  public  approval 
by  receiving  names  of  a  more  or  less  startling 
nature  ;  for  the  childish  trait  of  wonder  is  still 
a  national  characteristic,  and  omne  ignoium  pro 
magntfico  is  true  of  the  Japanese  people  to  the 
present  day.  Of  late  years  it  has  been  all  the 
vogue  to  give  foreign  appellations  to  medica- 
ments, witness  that  excellent  invalid-food 
'  Health  "  and  the  widely-advertised  "  Aleuro- 
nat,"  said  to  be  originally  imported  from  Ger- 
many. The  latest  aspirant  for  popular  honours 
is  "  Happiness,"  a  fluid  said  to  stimulate  diges- 
tion and  positively  cute  all  forms  of  dyspepsia. 
"Salutary"  is  the  style  of  a  well-known  tonic, 
of  which  the  basis  is  a  preparation  of  iron  in  an 
easily  assimilated  form.  This  received  a  gold 
medal  at  the  Third  National  Industrial  Exhibi- 
tion. "  Pretty-water'  is  the  quaint  name  of  a 
fluid  cosmetic;  while  a  face-powder  rejoicing 
in  the  name  of  byuchifuru,  otherwise  "Beauti- 
ful," is  manufactured  in,  and  has  a  large  sale 
among  the  professional  beauties  of,  Yoko- 
hama. "Diamond  "  tooth-powder,  a  really  ex- 
cellent preparation,  perhaps  deserves  its  name. 
But  Japanese  druggists  are  always  prompt  to 
claim  the  most  marvellous  powers  for  the  patent 
medicines  they  proffer  to  a  confiding  public.  A 
recently  advertised  drug  was  stated,  in  pretty 
nearly  all  the  journals  of  note,  to  be  a  specific 
for  no  less  than  forty-eight  different  diseases, 
ranging  all  the  way  from  an  aching  tooth  to 
gangrene  of  the  lungs  :  and  the  proprietors 
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stated  that  it  might  be  used  as  a  prophylactic 

for>  well,  all  the  ills  that  human  flesh  is  heir 

to, 'as  well  as  several  others  that  have  not  yet 
made  their  appearance. 

*  * 

This  mania  for  giving  foreign  names  to  cheap 
articles  has  long  since  claimed  the  tobacconist 
fraternity  as  its  own.  We  have  "Bismarck" 
cigarettes,  with  a  very  scowling  and  ferocious 
looking  Iron  Chancellor  on  the  cover  of  the 
box,  the  contents  being  indeed  well-calculated 
to  bring  a  scowl  to  the  face  of  even  the  least 
fastidious  smoker.  Then  there  are  Murai's 
"  Sunrise"  cigarettes,  a  sweetish,  perfumed  to- 
bacco that  sells  largely;  next  to  these  rank  the 
"Triumph"  and  "Victory"  manufactures. 
"  Peony  "  (Botan)  cigarettes  are  light  and  not 
at  all  bad.  Among  the  poorest  and  cheapest 
are  "Champion"  and  "Two  Castles,"— a 
humble  rival  of  Wills'  well-known  brand.  But 
the  unsuspicious  foreigner  is  to  be  warned 
against  indulging  in  any  of  these.  The  only 
first-class  tobaccos  of  native  growth  are  those 
manufactured  by  Fuchigami  &  Co.,  and  Matsu- 
bayashi  Chiba,  both  of  Ginza,  Tokyo. 

SILVER. 

From  188 i  to  1887  numerous  articles  were  pub- 
lished in  these  columns  urging  the  vital  im- 
portance of  the  silver  question,  not  only  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Far  East  directly,  but  also  to 
the  international  trade  of  the  whole  world,  and 
to  the  prosperity  of  civilized  peoples.  In  those 
days  bimetallism  was  a  discredited  creed.  The 
gold  men  were  the  Solomons  of  the  situation 
They  had  merely  to  shake  their  heads  and  talk 
pityingly  of  the  "  fools  that  wanted  to  meddle 
with  the  currency,"  or  the  "  poor  silly  bodies 
that  sought  to  substitute  artificial  legislation  for 
natural  laws."  Sententiousness  is  a  valuable 
refuge  for  ignorance.  The  sententious  man 
always  makes  an  imposing  impression  on  less 
courageous  hearers,  and  thus  it  fell  out  that  the 
monometallists  were  able  for  a  long  time  to 
stifle  inquiry  and  to  silence  timid  opposition  by 
the  very  intensity  of  their  contempt  for  "silver 
faddists."  But  truth  is  honibly  pertinacious. 
The  attitude  of  the  world  towards  bimetallism 
is  now  very  different  from  what  it  was  fourteen 
years  ago  when  the  subject  first  began  to  receive 
editorial  attention  in  these  columns.  Of  course 
we  do  not  for  an  instant  pretend  to  think  that 
our  contribution  to  the  change  is  worth  mention, 
but  we  do  find  that  all  the  arguments  used  by 
us  between  1881  and  1887  are  now  appearing 
once  more  upon  the  tapis,  having  gained  only 
strength  by  maturity,  and  we  do  perceive  that 
bimetallism,  instead  of  being  tabooed  and  pooh- 
poohed,  as  it  was  then,  is  the  burning  problem 
of  the  day. 

* 

The  most  recent  resurrection  of  these  argu- 
ments is  in  a  circular  letter  issued  by  the 
Shanghai  Branch  of  the  China  Association. 
The  letter  disposes  of  the  fallacious  notion  too 
commonly  entertained  that  the  trade  of  India  is 
of  more  importance  to  Great  Britain  than  the 
trade  of  the  Farther  East.  The  total  India  trade 
for  1891  was  no  millions  sterling,  and  the  total 
Far-East  trade  130  millions  sterling.  As  to 
the  effect  produced  upon  the  latter  by  gold 
appreciation,  the  letter  says  :— 

The  medium  of  exchange  in  these  countries  is  silver 
employed  in  the  shape  of  coin,  as  rupees  and  dollars, 
or  as  bullion  ;  its  purchasing  power  in  these  countries 
having  throughout  the  period  of  gold  appreciation  re- 
mained practically  unchanged. 

When  by  means  referred  to  silver  was  maintained 
at  a  reasonable  ratio  with  the  gold  currency  of  the 
West  foreign  commerce  flourished  and  gave  promise 
of  enormous  extension.  When  the  tie  between  the 
metals  was  dissolved  that  commerce  became  disor- 
ganised  ;  each  year  has  seen  greater  difficulties  ;  and 
at  the  present  time  the  position  has  become  intolerable. 

The  appreciation  of  gold  means  that  every  artide 
of  commerce  produced  in  England  must  fall  in  gold 
and  rise  in  silver  price:  it  is  manifest  that  to  this 
there  must  be  a  limit  ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  limit  is  now  reached.  The  manu- 
factures and  products  of  West  and  East  continue  in 
themselves  practically  unchanged:  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  which  now  threatens  this  commerce  with 
virtual  extinction  is  not  in  the  nature  of  the  commerce 
itself,  but  in  the  medium  in  which  it  is  conducted. 

If  the  money  of  the  East  continues  to  be  discredit- 


ed, and  the  ounce  weight  of  silver  which  formerly  was 
the  equivalent  of  one  fourth  of  a  pound  sterling  has 
now  fallen  to  be  one-eighth  of  a  pound  sterling,  and 
may  decline  still  further,  the  export  trade  from  gold 
to  silver-using  countries  becomes  a  practical  impossi- 
bility :  and  the  hundreds  of  millions  people  who  have 
hitherto  been  consumers  of  English  manufactures  and 
products  will  find  it  distinctly  to  their  interest  and 
benefit  to  manufacture  or  produce  for  themselves  to 
enable  them  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  commodities 
they  have  heretofore  found  advantage  in  importing 
from  the  manufacturing  nations  of  the  West. 

When  once  Eastern  nations  begin  to  invest  in 
manufactures,  English  industries  will  be  confronted 
with  powerful,  and  it  may  well  be  invincible,  competi- 
tors. Not  only  will  the  mills,  workshops  and  mines  of 
England  suffer,  but  the  decline  of  exportation  to  the 
East  will  deprive  millions  of  tons  of  shipping  of  oc- 
cupation: and  the  capital  value  represented  by  these 
great  interests  must  inevitably  suffer  enormous  de- 
preciation. 

*  * 

The  letter  concludes  with  the  following  appeal, 
which  we  print  as  a  duty,  not  because  we  count 
on  any  result  in  apathetic  Yokohama: — 

t  hat  the  evils  complained  of  are  capable  of  amelio- 
ration does  not  admit  of  dispute:  the  great  difficulty 
lies  in  the  ignorance  of  the  people  of  England  of  the 
true  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  not  in  the  applica- 
tion of  a  remedy. 

Such  representations  as  bodies  like  the  China  As- 
sociation and  Chambers  of  Commerce  are  able  to 
make  are  of  little  real  service;  they  seldom  reach  the 
persons  most  intimately  concerned.  If  the  cause  is 
to  prevail  more  active  and  energetic  measures  must 
be  adopted  ;  and  the  first  and  most  important  is  the 
nomination  of  a  delegate  or  delegates  to  England,  to 
interview  members  of  Parliament,  and  address  public 
meetings,  educate  the  people  to  a  fair  understanding 
of  the  situation,  and  endeavour  with  the  aid  of  pro- 
minent men  and  persistent  agitation  to  make  the 
currency  question  the  leading  question  of  the  day. 

This  Branch  of  the  China  Association  is  prepared 
if  required,  to  send  a  delegate  ;  and  the  object  of  this 
proposition  is  to  invite  co-operation,  either  by  as- 
sociating a  delegate  from  your  Branch,  or  by  em- 
powering the  Shanghai  delegate,  after  conferring  with 
your  Branch,  to  represent  you. 

If  this  proposition  meets  with  the  approval  of  the 
Association*  and  members  to  which  it  is  addressed, 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  creation  of  a  fund 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  delegates,  and  the  at 
tendatit  charges. 

Members  willing  to  contribute  to  the  fund  are  re- 
quested to  communicate  with  the  Honorary  Secretary 


THE   METROPOLITAN  THEATRES. 

There  is  not  much  of  interest  in  the  threatrical 
way  just  now.  A  treat  is,  nevertheless,  pro 
mised — according  to  the  vernacular  press, — by 
Kawakami  Otojiro  and  his  soshi  troupe  at  the 
Asakusa  za  early  in  March.  A  detective  play 
adapted  or  translated  from  the  French  is  to  be 
put  on  the  stage  and  given  all  that  effect  of 
scenery  and  rapid  change  which  Kawakami 
first  learned  during  his  sojourn  in  the  French 
Republic.  The  Kabuki-za  will  re-open  on  or 
about  the  10th  instant,  with  three  short  plays 
on  the  bill  :  Sakura-mochi,  a  four-act  tale  of 
loyalty,  Komochi-yama  Uba,  "  The  Wet 
nurse  of  Mr.  Komochi,"  and  hnose-yama,  a 
melodrama  of  the  good  old  style.  The  Shin 
tomi-za  adds  two  attractions  to  its  programme, 
the  well-known  Nunobiki,  a  "tragic-comic" 
extravaganza,  and  the  famous  Ume  no  Foshibei, 
one  of  the  deathless  tales  of  loyalty  and  fidelity 
to  a  losing  cause.  The  Haruki-za  will  continue 
the  representation  of  Benizara  to  Kakezara, 
one  of  the  few  genuine  Japanese  semi-historic 
fairy-tales,  the  heroine,  "Plate  of  Carthamine," 
being  very  much  like  that  erst  maltreated 
princess  whose  mouth  dropped  pearls  and 
diamonds.  As  an  interlude  the  two-act  drama 
of  Miyagi  no  Shinobu's  vendetta  is  now  being 
rehearsed  and  will  shortly  be  produced. 


Thomas  Price,  a  well  known  assayer,  were  then 
called  in  requisition,  and  by  means  of  chemicals 
he  succeeded  after  a  few  days  in  putting  out 
the  fire  and  saving  the  larger  portion  of  the 
cargo.  A  suit  for  salvage  that  he  brought  in 
connection  with  the  matter  is  now  pending  be- 
fore Judge  Morrow  in  the  United  States  Court. 
After  obtaining  needed  repairs  the  Elmbank\t\\. 
on  August  14th  with  a  cargo  of  wheat  for  Cork 
for  orders, shipped  by  G.  W.  McNear.  She  arrived 
at  Falmouth  November  25th  and  was  ordered  to 
Havre  to  discharge,  arriving  there  December 
3rd.  After  discharging  she  was  ordered  to  go 
to  Glasgow  in  tow,  and  it  was  while  proceeding 
there  that  she  stranded.  From  advices  received 
it  is  learned  that  while  in  tow  on  the  night  of 
January  9th  the  vessel  struck  several  times  off 
the  Mull  of  Galloway,  and  Captain  Greig  find- 
ing that  she  got  off  and  was  making  no  water, 
sent  his  wife  and  family  on  board  the  tug  Her- 
cules which  was  towing.  The  hawsers  were 
slipped  during  the  night,  owing  to  the  storm 
rising.  The  master  saw  no  lights  until  just 
before  the  vessel  stranded,  when  he  made  out 
Pladda  Light  and  gave  orders  to  set  sail  and 
try  and  weather  Pladda.  A  strong  S.S.E.  gale 
was  blowing  and  the  vessel  drifted  on  shore. 
The  anchors  were  let  go,  but  did  not  hold  the 
ship.  Orders  were  then  given  to  launch  the 
lifeboat,  which  was  done  and  the  crew  were  all 
landed  safely.  Next  day  the  crew  went  on 
board  and  saved  part  of  their  effects.  The 
latest  advices  received  states  that  the  Elmbank 
rests  on  rocks  and  boulders,  with  the  sea  break- 
ing over  her,  and,  although  the  Salvages  As- 
sociation was  at  work,  it  was  feared  she  would 
become  a  total  wreck.  The  Elmbank  was  a 
four-masted  steel  barque,  of  2,188  tons  net,  built 
by  Russell  &  Co.  at  Port  Glasgow  in  1890  and 
owned  by  A.  Weir  &  Co.,  of  Glasgow. 

"THE  SORROWS  OF  WERTER." 

One  of  the  best  translations  published  during 
the  last  twelvemonth,  is  Prof.  Mori's  version 
of  Goethe's  "  Sorrows  of  Werter."  It  appeared 
in  the  Shigarami  Zoshi,  one  of  the  better  class 
of  belletrislic  periodicals,  and  has  met  with 
universal  favour,  for  if  any  foreign  romance 
could  touch  the  hearts  of  the  Japanese,  Goethe's 
pathetic,  if  over-sentimental,  tale  is  calculated  to 
do  so.  The  title  given  to  the  Japanese  version 
is  a  literal  rendering  of  the  German  :—  Werthers 
Leiden,  Werlher  no  Kanashimi.  It  is  stated 
that  the  numbers  of  the  magazine  in  which 
Prof.  Mori's  translation  appeared,  met  with  an 
enormous  sale —all  the  more  so,  as  the  pro- 
prietors astutely  refused  to  publish  the  version 
separately  in  book-form.  We  shall  have 
occasion  to  refer  to  this  work  again  later  on, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  translation 
from  a  European  tongue  into  Japanese  that  have 
appeared.  


THE  LAST  OF  THE  "  ELMBANK." 

The  San  Francisco  Shipping  List  writes  :— The 
British  ship  Elmbank,  which  caused  consider- 
able stir  in  this  port  in  June  last,  has  been  lost 
on  the  coast  of  Scotland.  The  Elmbank, 
Captain  Greig,  arrived  hereon  May  27th  from 
Hakodate  with  a  cargo  of  coal  and  sulphur. 
On  June  10th,  when  she  was  lying  at  Union- 
street  wharf  discharging,  her  cargo  of  sulphur 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  The  local  fire  de- 
partment was  called  on  to  subdue  the  fire  and 
filled  the  vessel  nearly  full  of  water.  That  was  not 
the  way  to  fight  a  sulphur  fire,  though,  and  the 
firemen's  efforts  were  fruitless.    The  services  of 1 


THE  CATKINS  OF  THE  WILLOW. 

Miquel  enumerates  no  less  than  twenty  species 
of  Willow  indigenous  to  Japan;  Franchet  and 
Savatier  give  seventeen,  of  which  five  species 
are  never  found  beyond  the  borders  of  Hondo, 
or  the  main  island.  This  beautiful  tree  is 
a  prime  favourite,  not  only  for  its  quick 
growth  and  qualifications  as  a  shade-tree,  but 
because  it  is  one  of  the  first  harbingers  of  spring, 
and  even  in  January  is  covered  with  those  silky, 
greyish-brown  catkins  which  have  given  it  the 
name  of  "  pussy-willow"  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica. In  these  "  catkins,"  however,  the  Japan- 
ese (except  those  of  Kyoto  and  the  southern 
provinces)  see  no  resemblance  to  the  '  harmless 
necessary  cat;'  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tokyo 
they  are  known  as  nezumi-yanagi,  "willow- 
mice;"  in  Iwashiro  (Fukushima)  they  are 
called  inu-yanagi,  "willow-dogs,"  while  in 
Akita  the  popular  idea  is  that  they  resemble 
apes,  and  they  are  therefore  named  saru-yanagi. 
Willows  have,  moreover,  ever  been  considered 
the  favourite  haunt  of  ghosts,  and  there  is  a  kind 
of  weeping  willow,  common  somewhat  north  of 
Tokyo,  that  bears  the  ill-omened  name  of  yurei- 
yanagi,  the  "spectre  willow."  The  reason 
given  for  this  popular  superstition  is  that  the 
branches  droop  very  much  in  the  style  in  which 
all  well-bred  Japanese  ghosts  hold  their  hands. 
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The  native  spectre  does  not  stretch  forth  a 
ghostly  hand  and  arm  towards  the  terrified  be- 
holder, but  floats  half-hidden  in  the  branches  of 
the  willow,  with  pleading  hands  held  down  be- 
fore the  breast. 

RADICAL  GOSSIP. 

Probably  the  most  ill-natured  and  unfounded 
report  ever  spread  by  the  Ultra-Radicals  and 
their  organs,  is  that  the  celebration  of  the  Im- 
perial Silver  Wedding  is  nothing  but  an  astute 
scheme  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public  from 
the  result  of  the  ballotting  and  to  keep  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  at  fever-heat  in  order  that 
they  may  be  less  prone  to  condemn  the  measures 
advocated  by  the  Ministers  appointed  by  His 
Imperial  Majesty.  Surely  this  is  double-distil- 
led malice.  Ever  since  the  Emperor's  reply  to 
the  Address  to  the  Throne  and  the  Imperial 
and  munificent  appropriation  of  three  million 
yen  out  of  the  Privy  Purse  towards  the  in- 
crease in  the  Navy,  the  hearts  of  the  nation 
have  been  more  than  usually  loyally  inclined. 
The  Emperor's  prompt  action  in  the  Otsu 
affair  has  never  and  can  never  be  forgotten. 
Irrespective  of  factional  differences  and  hostile 
politics,  all  know  that  His  Majesty  has  the  wel- 
fare of  his  people  ever  at  heart,  and  are 
eager  to  show  their  gratitude.  The  Celebration 
of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding  has  given  all 
classes  an  opportunity  such  as  they  have  long 
desired,  and  the  gifts  that  have  come  from  every 
part  of  the  Empire  as  well  as  the  odes  penned  by 
thousands  of  patriotic  and  loyal  hands,  show 
that  the  Japanese  know  full  well  that  the  pre- 
sent period  deserves  its  name  and  that  they 
have  perfect  faith  in  and  all  love  for  their  Ruler. 

SHARES  IN  TOKYO. 

In  sympathy  with  the  depressed  slate  of  the 
market,  stocks  of  any  description  are  not  much 
in  demand  in  Tokyo  at  present,  yet  it  is 
noteworthy  that  the  shares  of  companies 
which  have  their  head-quarters  in  the  metro- 
polis or  which  are  confined  to  its  limits,  keep 
well  above  the  low-water  mark.  Some  of  them 
stand  at  an  apparently  abnormally  high  figure, 
but  in  these  instances  the  price  is  justified  by 
the  great  success  of  the  company  in  question 
and  is  not  by  any  means  due  to  stock-brokering 
manoeuvres.  Witness  in  particular  the  Tokyo 
Tramway  Co,,  which  is  one  of  the  most  flourish- 
ing concerns  in  Japan.  The  present  time  is  a 
crucial  period  for  stocks,  so  that  even  a  slight 
advance  upon  the  original  value  means  the  pos- 
session of  a  substantial  foundation.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  selling  prices  of  the  best  known 
shares : — 

Original  Present 
Value.  Quotation. 
Name.  Yen.  Yen. 

Tokyo  Bay  Steam  Navigation  Co  25.00    35.10 

Tokyo  tramway  Co   5°.°°   «5-4° 

Japan  Seaweed  Co.  (old)    35.00    35.30 

Japan  Seaweed  Co.  (new)   35.00    16.00 

Tokyo  Gas  Co   45.00  .. 

Tokyo  Electric  Light  Co   45.00  .. 

Tokyo  Stock  Exchange   80.00  .. 

Japan  Brewing  Co   ...  30.00  .. 

Domestic  Transportation  Co   40.00  .. 

Kauegafuchi  Spinning  Co   S°.°°    63  40 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that,  with  two 
exceptions,  the  shares  of  all  these  concerns  are 
quoted  at  a  premium.  This  is  particularly  gra 
tifying  in  the  case  of  the  Electric  Light  Co.,  the 
shares  of  which,  three  years  ago,  when  the  House 
of  Parliament  was  burned,  fell  suddenly  25  per 
cent,  below  their  original  value.  It  then  required 
all  the  skill  of  Mr.  Okura  Kihachiro  to  keep 
disaster  from  the  Company's  door,  while  many 
of  the  shareholders  were  practically  ruined 
The  electric  light  has  never  since  met  wilh 
the  great  favour  it  enjoyed  before  the  fire 
took  place.  In  the  case  of  the  Domestic  Trans 
portation  Co.,  it  is  claimed  that  in  spite  of  the 
great  amount  of  business  done,  the  number  of 
employes  is  far  in  excess  of  the  actual  need, 
and  the  concern  for  this  reason  is  not  so  profit- 
able as  it  should  be. 


ol  a  heavily-armoured  citadel  and  light  ends, 
likely  to  be  greatly  damaged  in  action,  it 
is  necessary  to  make  the  vessel  of  such  a 
breadth  that  the  armoured  part  is  sufficient  In 
itself  to  provide  stability,  and  consequently 
when  the  vessel  is  intact  she  has  excessive 
stability  and  rolls  heavily.  With  the  system 
advocated  by  Sir  E.  J.  Reed,  the  buoyancy  at 
the  water-line  is  protected  fore  and  aft,  and  a 
much  less  breadth  can  be  adopted.  This  plan 
is  exhibited  in  the  Sultan,  Hercules,  and 
Alexandra,  known  to  be  amongst  the  most 
comfortable  vessels  in  the  Navy.  Who  is  to 
decide  as  to  the  relative  disadvantages  of  these 
two  systems  when  such  professors  disagree  f 


MARRIAGE  OF   MR.  H.   C.  LITCHFIELD. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Litchfield,  Crown  Prosecutor  in 
H.B.M.'s  Court  for  Japan,  was  quietly  married 
at  Christ  Church,  Yokohama,  on  Saturday,  to 
Miss  Gadsby  of  Derby.  The  Rev.  E.  C.  Irwine 
officiated,  and  the  Bride  was  given  away  by  Mr 
Hugh  Fraser,  H.B.M.'s  Minister  to  the  Court  of 
Japan.  Mr.  W.  J.  Kenney  was  best-man,  Miss 
Van  Rabe,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Fraser's,  being 
bridesmaid.  The  wedding  breakfast  was 
served  at  Mr.  Dinsdale's  residence  on  the 
Bluff.  During  the  day,  the  Boat-house  was 
dressed  with  bunting  in  honour  of  the  occasion 
Mr.  Litchfield  having  been  Captain  of  the  Club 
for  many  years,  and  still  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  regattas.  His  popularity  among  local 
cricket,  rowing,  and  athletic  circles  is  very  great, 
and  we  believe  the  Y.A.R.C.  intend  presenting 
a  souvenir  of  their  regard  in  the  near  future. 


141  for  the  remaining  six  parties.  Even  sup- 
posing that  the  four  constituencies  fiom  which 
eturni  have  still  to  come,  fall  altogether  to  the 
Opposition,  the  forces  would  stand  thus : — 
Radicals  and  Independents,  155,  remaining  six 
parties,  145.  The  Jiyu-to  have  certainly  scored 
remarkable  victoiy.  The  increase  of  iheir 
number  from  77  to  126  is  a  very  emphatic  in- 
timation of  the  nation's  views  with  regard  to 
Treaty  Revision  and  the  opening  of  the  coun- 
try, doctrines  of  which  the  Radicals  are  now 
the  most  prominent  advocates.  Among  the 
eight  groups  of  politicians  mentioned  above,  the 
Radicals,  the  Independents,  and  the  Kaishin-to 
are  all  avowedly  favourable  to  the  speedy  Re- 
vision of  the  Treaties  and  to  the  opening  of  the 
whole  country  to  foreign  trade,  travel,  and  re- 
sidence. That  is  to  say,  out  of  296  constitu- 
encies, 213  have  distinctly  voted  for  Revision 
and  Mixed  Residence.  This  fact  ought  to  dis- 
pose finally  of  the  wholly  untenable  contention 
that  the  nation  is  either  opposed  or  indifferent  to 
Treaty  Revision. 
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THE  ELECTIONS. 


Name. 


The  following  list  contains  the  further  returns 
received  from  the  election  districts  up  to  Tues- 
day evening : — 

Political  Party  of 
former  Repre 
Political  Party.  sentative. 

NAGASAKI  PREFECTURE. 
*Kusakaii  Bti- 

liacliiio.  Radical.  Radical. 

NIIGATA  PREFECTURE. 

*Okamura  Mitsu- 

gi,  Kaishin-to, 
* Kuljota  Usaku.  do. 

Muro  Kojiio.  do. 
*Ota  Magozaye- 

inou.  do. 

SAITAMA  PREFECTURE. 

Noguclii  Ku.  Radical.  Re-elected, 

Arai  Keiichiio.  do.  do. 

Hara  Zenzabmo.    Independent.  do. 

M  I  YE  PREFECTURE. 

Ozaki  YuUio.  Kaishin-to. 
*Morimolo  Kaku  ya.  do. 

SHIZUOKA  PREFECTURE. 

Manio  Bnmokii.    Kaishin  to.        Re  elected 
Adaclii  Magoto.      Radical.  do. 
Kageyama  Hideki.     do.  do. 

YAM ANASH I  PREFECTURE. 

do. 


Kaishin- to. 

do. 
Re-elected. 

Radical. 


do. 

Domei  Club, 


THE   ROLLING  RESOLUTION. 

In  reference  to  the  reported  excessive  rolling  of 
the  armour-clad  Resolution,  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  the  behaviour  of  these  vessels  at  sea 
has  an  important  bearing  on  the  controversy  in 
which  Mr.  W.  H.  White  and  Sir  E.  J.  Reed 
hold  directly  opposite  views.    With  the  system 


Kagami  Kaliei.       Domei  Club. 

GIFU  PREFECTURE. 

*Matsubaia  Yoslii-    Kaishinto.  National 

fcuio.  Unionist. 
*Nagai  e  Kichiyenion.        do.  do. 

NAGANO  PREFECTURE. 

*Ka<vakami  Bunichi.  Kaishin-to.  do. 

* M01  imoto  Shoicliiro,  Radical.  Independent 

WAKAYAMA  PREFECTURE. 

*Senda  GunnosuUe.  Radical.  Independent 

KAGOSHIMA  PREFECTURE. 
Gaino  Sen.  Doshi  Club.  Re-elected. 

NIIGATA  PREFECTURE. 

Tango  Naoliei.        Radical.  Re-elected. 
*Salo  Rikisaku.  do.  Radical. 

We  are  thus  in  possession  of  the  results  of  the 
voting  in  296  Districts  out  of  the  total  of  300 
Noting  that  two  or  three  errors  have  to  be  cor 
reeled  in  previous  lists,  we  have  now  tlie  follow 
ing  analysis  of  the  296  seats. 

Radicals  126 

Independents    29 

Kaishin  to    57 

Domei  Club    19 

Doshi  Club   ,   23 

National  Unionists    35 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    4 

Oriental  Radicals   3 

Assuming  that  the  Radicals  and  Independents 
vote  together,  they  aggregate  155,  or  five  more 
than  half  of  the  whole  House,  against  a  total  of 


MR.   HOSHI  TORU. 


Why  do  Englishmen  in  Japan  sympathise  with 
Mr.  Hoshi  Torn  ?  Why  is  it  that  men  who  have 
never  even  laid  eyes  on  him,  are  rejoiced  to 
hear  of  his  re-election,  and  would  rejoice  still 
more  heartily  to  see  him  restored  to  the  Presi- 
dent's chair  which  he  filled  so  admirably  ?  The 
reason,  we  imagine,  is  because  a  general  idea 
prevails  that  he  has  been  the  victim  of  a  gross 
injustice.  The  treatment  he  received  at  the 
hands  of  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives was  essentially  bad,  and  every  lover  of 
right  must  desire  to  see  such  crookedness  put 
straight.  It  is  now  stated  that  the  Radicals  will 
exert  all  their  strength  to  secure  Mr.  Hoshi's 
re-appointment  to  the  post  of  Tresident,  where- 
as the  Kaishin-to,  the  National  Unionists,  the 
Domei  and  Doshi  Clubs  and  so  forth  are  deter- 
mined to  work  for  Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka, 
and  will  endeavour  to  secure  the  Vice-Presi- 
dency— to  which  they  would  no  doubt  have 
sought  to  prefer  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  again,  had 
he  not  been  rejected  by  his  constituency — for 
Mr.  Taketomi  Tokitoshi,  a  new  member  from 
Saga  Prefecture,  returned  in  the  interests  of  the 
Doshi  Club.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the  Jiyu- 
to  will  carry  both  their  candidates  to  the  top  of 
the  poll.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  if  the  Jiyu-to 
in  a  body  array  themselves  against  any  candi- 
date, he  can  not  obtain  the  necessary  plurality 
of  votes. 

THE   SILVER  WEDDING. 

We  trust  that  some  effort  will  be  made  by  the 
municipal  authorities  and  police  of  Tokyo  to 
exercise  efficient  control  over  the  carriage  traffic 
in  the  approaches  to  the  palace  on  the  occasion 
ot  the  reception  by  Their  Majesties,  the  Em- 
peror and  Empress,  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
instant.  The  recklessness  of  Japanese  coach- 
men in  Tokyo  is,  even  on  ordinary  occasions 
and  in  the  daily  traffic  of  the  streets,  almost 
beyond  belief  except  by  those  who  have  prac- 
tical experience  of  it.  Little  attempt  is  made 
by  them  to  pay  observance  to  rules  of  the  road, 
the  horses  are  too  often  lashed  to  their  utmost 
speed,  and  the  drivers  evidently  think  that  they 
need  pay  but  small  regard  to  the  safety, 
still  less  the  comfort,  of  foot-passengers. 
On  the  occasions  of  great  gatherings,  the  ordi- 
nary dangers  are  intensified  three  and  fourfold. 
Drivers  seem  then  to  consider  it  a  point  of 
honour,  when  drawing  near  their  destination, 
to  race  at  fullest  speed  through  narrow  gateways 
and  round  sharp  corners,  so  as  to  deposit  their 
masters  one  or  two  minutes  earlier  than  the 
time  consistent  with  a  slower  but  safer  pace,  and 
they  almost  invariably  return  by  the  same  road 
regardless  of  the  incoming  string  of  later  arrivals. 
It  is  certain  that  the  number  of  vehicles  proceed- 
ing to  the  Palace  on  Friday  night  will  be  un- 
usually great.  Not  only  will  there  be  all  the 
privately  owned  carriages,  but  we  are  informed 
that  the  demand  for  vehicles  from  the  several 
livery  stables  in  Tokyo  is  so  great  that  every 
available  trap  was  already  bespoken  ten  days 
ago  at  double  or  treble  the  usual  rates.  More- 
over, on  several  occasions,  during  the  last  few 


294 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  10,  1894. 


days,  we  have  noticed  in  the  streets  horses,  evi- 
dently entirely  unbroken  to  harness,  being  exer- 
cised in  vehicles  of  various  descriptions,  which, 
we  strongly  suspect,  are  destined  to  meet  the  ex-, 
ceptional  demand  on  Friday  night.  If,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  dangers  ordinarily  incidental  to  such 
occasions,  there  are  to  be  added  those  of  untried 
horses  and  inexperienced  betio,  promoted  for 
the  nonce  to  the  dignity  of  coachmen,  we  look 
forward  with  no  small  apprehension  to  the  con- 
sequences. It  would  be  a  tenibly  sad  incident  in 
the  festivities  by  which  this  uniquely  auspicious 
day  is  to  be  celebrated  if  a  serious  accidentoccur- 
red  to  any  of  the  distinguished  subjects  of 
His  Majesty,  who  will  assist  at  the  evening  func- 
tion, or  to  His  Majesty's  foreign  guests.  While 
there  is  yet  time  we  trust  the  Tokyo  authorities 
will  shake  off  their  usual  apathy  or.  this  subject 
and  take  steps  to  secure  the  safety  of  His 
Majesty's  guests.  We  can  hardly  hope  that  a 
line  should  be  formed  such  as  is  rigidly  en- 
forced by  the  London  police  at  Her  Majesty's 
Drawing  Rooms,  and  indeed  on  all  occasions 
in  London  where  large  numbers  of  carriages 
are  proceeding  to  any  particular  place,  but  at 
least  a  sufficient  force  of  police  or  gendarmerie 
might  be  stationed  at  the  Sakurada  Gate  of  the 
Castle  and  continued  thence  to  the  entrance  of 
the  Palace  with  strict  orders  to  insist  that  car- 
riages entering  there  shall  proceed  at  a  mode- 
rate pace  for  the  rest  of  their  way,  and  to 
forbid  any  carriages  whatsoever  returning  by 
that  gale  until  the  final  return  of  the  guests  on 
the  termination  of  the  function.  The  Governor 
of  Tokyo  and  the  police  will,  in  the  event  of 
accident,  incur  a  heavy  responsibility  should 
they  entirly  fail  to  take  some  precaution  of  this 
kind,  for  which  there  is  still  ample  time. 


THE  SEIMU  CHOSA-JO. 

The  Seimu  Chosa-jo  never  possessed  any  im- 
portance numerically  speaking.  It  was  always 
a  petty  coterie,  measured  arithmetically.  But  in 
that  very  fact  lay  an  element  of  curious  strength. 
Having  no  status  to  imperil,  it  might  be  made 
the  stalking-horse  of  measures  that  parties  with 
more  at  stake  shrank  from  shouldering,  how- 
ever anxious  to  promote  their  passage.  The 
leaders  of  the  Kaishiii-io,  for  example,  could 
not  possibly  have  stood  forth  as  fathers  of  the 
Strict-Enforcement  phantasy,  willing  as  they 
were  to  use  it  as  a  stick  for  beating  the  Govern- 
ment. And  neither  the  Kaishin-lo  nor  the  Na- 
tional Unionists  found  it  convenient  to  figure  as 
the  chief  impeachers  of  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru.  Each 
of  these  invidious  tasks  could  be  much  more 
agreeably  delegated  to  the  Seimu  Chosa-jo, 
which  had  no  hope  of  earning  consideration, 
except  by  making  itself  serviceable,  and  which 
as  yet  had  no  reputation  to  lose.  Besides,  the 
Seimu  Chosa-jo  offered  another  advantage.  Its 
head  was  the  most  venerable  man  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  one  of  the  most  vene- 
rated. Any  proposal  emanating  from  Mr.  Abei 
Hankon  was  sure  to  command  respectful  atten- 
tion. But  an  ungrateful  country  has  now  shown 
that  it  does  not  appreciate  the  peculiar  titles  of  the 
Seimu  Chosa-jo.  Not  a  single  constituency  has 
come  forward  to  signify  its  approval  of  the  tiny 
party's  pliant  serviceableness.  The  Chosa-jo 
remains  countable  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 
What  is  worse,  it  has  lost  its  venerable  leader, 
Mr.  Abei  Hankon.  There  is  nothing  left  to 
redeem  it  from  utter  insignificance.  So  it  is  to 
be  dissolved — absorbed  into  some  one  of  the 
larger  associations  whose  dirty  work  it  has 
hitherto  been  doing.  If  a  beneficent  Providence 
would  similarly  eliminate  a  few  other  of  the  pup- 
pet parlies  that  play  upon  the  stage  of  Japanese 
politics,  it  might  become  possible  for  folks  of 
ordinary  capacity  to  observe  with  intelligent 
appreciation  the  main-springs  that  move  the 
machinery. 


A  SILVER  WEDDING  ORDER. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  issued  an  Or- 
dinance directing  that  gold  and  silver  medals 
shall  be  struck  for  presentation  to  all  persons 
invited  to  the  ceremonial  in  connection  with  the 
Silver  Wedding,  on  the  9th  instant.  The  medal 
is  to  be  circular,  iis  diameter  nine-tenths  of  an 
inch.    On  the  face  two  sprays  of  wistaria,  their 


stalks  bound  together  below,  form  a  border 
within  which  a  pair  of  soaring  herons  carry 
sprays  of  pine  in  their  bills,  the  upper  ends  of 
the  sprays  embracing  a  sixteen  petalled  chry- 
santhemum. On  the  reverse,  disposed  in  four 
horizontal  lines,  are  the  ideographs  Dai-kon 
Niju-go-nen  Shukuten-no-sho  Dai-Nippon  Tei- 
koku  Meiji  Nijushichi-nen  San-gwatsu  (Medal 
of  the  Celebration  of  the  25th  Year  of  the  Great 
Wedding,  Empire  of  Great  Japan,  Meiji,  27th 
year,  3rd  month).  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a 
line  of  yellow.  The  medal  is  to  be  worn  this 
year  only,  by  recipients  of  both  sexes,  but  will 
of  course  remain  their  property  in  perpetuity. 


WHAT  IS  THE  TONGUE  OF  ENGLAND? 

The  following  verses  appear  in  an  Australian 
journal  in  reference  to  the  discussion  in  the 
colonies  upon  the  subject,  "  What  is  really  the 
proper  pronunciation  of  the  English  tongue?" 

What  is  the  tongue  of  England? 

Ye  who  teach  it  in  school  all  day. 
What  fashion  in  England's  English 

Is  grammatical  wear  to-day  ? 
Shall  we  bark  like  the  Cousin  Jacky, 

Or  speak  with  a  Yorkshire  burr  ? 
Shall  our  twang  be  the  twang  of  Wessex, 

Or  the  East-End  Londoner? 
Would  the  gift  of  tongues  once  given 

The  preachers  of  Holy  Writ 
Cover  all  of  England's  English  ?— - 

That's  my  question,  do  answer  it, 
An  Irishman  said  "  Shoore  Galway 

In  the  proide  o'  the  wurruld  fer  spache  ; 
'  l  is  discinded  frum  pure  bog  Latin. 

An'  bechoone  a  yill  an'  a  schrache. 
Oh  !  'tis  we  hov  the  loovely  accint 

Thot  no  Sarsenach  toong  can  bate  ; 
'lis  the  click  o'  the  brogue  thot's  in  'ud 

Makes  the  Inglish  langwich  swate. 
The  mewses  med  'ud  for  pothrey, 
An'  for  Iuv  an'  for  blarney's  sake, 

Yiz  'ud  nivvor  o'  taut  Oi  wos  Inglish 
If  yiz  hod'nt  o'  hurd  me  sphake," 
By  a  scion  of  "  puawest  culchaw  " 

This  verse  of  the  song  was  sung— • 
"  Bai  Jove,  you  know,  you  Austwalians 

Just  mawdaw  the  mothaw  tongue. 
Ai  mey  say  that  A'im  from  Awxfawd 

Whaiw  a  dvvawl  is  lingwist's  pwide, 
And  I  hoope  you  don't  meind  my  remavvking 

That  you've  neemed  a  speed  a  spyde. 
It's  a  hawwid  baw  to  a  Bwiton, 

This  teaching  you  how  to  speak. 
You'aw  English  is  just  abbowigine, 

Aws  classic  and  lawgely  Gweek." 
With  a  skird  lilie  a  Highland  pibroch 

Sang  a  body  in  strange  array, 
His  pants  didn't  need  any  braces, 

For  they  were  not  built  that  way. 
"  Her  name,  hech  !  wes  Dugalt  MacPhairson. 

Frae  Lochaber's  snaws  she's  away, 
Na'  fash'd  her  heed  wi'  speerin' 

Whet  ta  Melpurn  pairnies  say. 
Gin  yer  wantin'  ta  pairfit  Inklish. 

She's  sayin, — na  chibe  or  choke — 
Ye  maun  seek  in  ta  bonnie  Hee'lands, 

Whaur  ta  Gaelic's  barely  broke." 
So  the  legion  that  speaks  pure  English 

A  weird,  wild  chorus  sang. 
For  this  song  was  the  song  of  Babel 

And  they  sang  it  in  diverse  tongue. 
No  one  understood  the  other, 

But  each,  whether  north  or  west. 
Had  the  firmest  of  firm  convictions 

That  his  dialect  was  the  best. 
And  "  confusion  worse  confounded  " 

Was  the  answer  slowly  wrung, 
To  the  question  asked  of  the  English  : 
Pray,  what  is  the  English  tongue  ?  " 


THE  VERNACULAR  PRESS  ON  THE  ELECTIONS. 

Our  leaders  will  be  curious  to  hear  the  com- 
ments of  the  vernacular  press  on  the  recent 
elections.  As  might  have  been  expected,  the  al- 
lied Opposition  organs  claim  that  the  victory  has 
been  on  their  side,  while  the  Radical  organs  and 
other  papers  opposed  to  the  allied  parties  are 
equally  confident  that  the  advocates  of  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  are  in  a 
minority. 

* 

The  Hochi Shimbun  (Progressionist)  observes 
that  the  results  of  the  elections  have  been 
decidedly  favourable  to  the  parties  opposed  to 
Clan  Government.  According  to  our  contem- 
porary, the  Opposition  in  the  new  House  of 
Representatives  is  178  strong,  while  the  Mini- 
sterialists number  only  122.  It  is  no  wonder, 
then,  that  the  Progressionist  organ  predicts 
disaster  for  the  Government  in  the  coming 
session.  As  to  the  extraordinary  increase  of 
the  Radicals,  the  Hochi  ascribes  it  in  part  to 
secret  assistance  given  to  that  Party  by  the 
Government ;  in  part  to  unscrupulous  use  of 


money  and  soshi;  but  chiefly  to  the  hypocritical 
assumption  by  Radical  candidates  of  the  charac- 
ter of  opponents  of  Clan  Government.  Not 
a  few  constituencies,  writes  the  Hochi,  must 
have  been  deceived  by  the  mask  that  the  fraud- 
ulent Radicals  wore.  Whatever  high  princi- 
ples they  may  profess,  there  is  no  longer  any 
gainsaying  the  fact  that  the  Radicals  are  sup- 
porters of  Clan  Government.  Among  them, 
however,  the  Hochi  seems  to  anticipate  that 
many  will  not  be  so  servile  as  to  vote  for  the 
Cabinet.  It  hopes  that  a  split  will  take  place' 
in  the  Radical  Party  before  the  opening  of  the 
sixth  session. 

* 

*  * 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  (Progressionist)  is  not 
so  confident  as  the  Hochi  about  the  victoryof  the 
Opposition  in  the  elections.  On  the  contrary, 
it  writes  as  though  it  unwillingly  believed  the 
reverse  to  be  the  case.  "  If  cannot  be  asserted,' 
is  our  contemporary's  conclusion,  "  that  the  re- 
sults of  the  recent  general  elections  have  been 
such  as  to  clearly  define  the  attitude  of  the 
nation  towards  the  questions  for  which  the 
Lower  House  was  dissolved.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, as  though  the  parties  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment have  obtained  a  majority.  Even 
supposing  that  the  two  sides  be  equally  divided, 
there  is  a  possibility  that  the  Radical  Party  may 
split  up ;  and  apart  from  such  a  contingency, 
there  is  no  denying  that  the  general  current  of 
opinion  is  against  the  Government.  Look  at 
the  Matsukata  Cabinet.  In  virtue  of  active  in- 
terference in  elections,  it  obtained  a  majority 
in  the  third  session  of  the  Diet,  but  that  ma- 
jority was  only  temporary,  and  the  Cabinet 
had  to  resign.  Courage  gentlemen  ;  courage, 
politicians  of  the  Opposition  !  "  That  is  certain- 
ly not  a  confidence-breathing  tone. 

*  * 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  (National  Unionist)  has 
not  much  to  say  on  the  results  of  the  elections. 
Its  Party  having  dwindled  to  about  one-half  of 
its  former  size,  our  contemporary  is  not  in  a 
mood  to  exaggerate  the  success  of  the  sections 
opposed  to  the  Government.  Its  only  consola- 
tion is  that  a  situation  of  difficulties  and  hardships 
is  the  best  school  for  the  education  of  great 
men.  "  The  less  numerous  their  associates,  the 
more  devoted  will  the  National  Unionists  be  to 
the  promotion  of  the  national  interests. 
* 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  (Radical)  justly  con- 
gratulates itself  on  the  extraordinary  success  of 
its  Party  at  the  polls.  The  success,  great  as  it 
undoubtedly  is,  does  not  entirely  satisfy  our 
contemporary,  for  it  had  expected  that  its  Party 
would  be  able  to  secure  an  absolute  majority  in 
the  new  House  of  Representatives.  The  Jivu 
confidently  asserts  that  the  results  of  the  elec- 
tions clearly  show  which  way  the  wind  blows. 
* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  (Independent 
supporter  of  the  Cabinet)  remarks  that  the  most 
noteworthy  fact  about  the  recent  elections  was 
a  conspicuous  decrease  of  the  members  in  favour 
of  the  Abei  Representation  on  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement and  a  corresponding  increase  of  those 
opposed  to  that  measure.  Supposing  that  the 
six  allied  Opposition  parties  again  introduce 
the  Representation,  they  will  not  be  able,  accord- 
ing to  the  Nichi  Nichi's  calculation,  to  obtain 
more  than  130  supporters  in  all.  Combining 
this  fact  with  the  circumstance  that  several 
prominent  politicians  of  the  Opposition  had  to 
explain  away  their  opinions  about  the  question 
of  Strict  Enforcement  so  much  as  to  virtually  de- 
clare themselves  opposed  to  it,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
deems  it  perfectly  clear  that  the  people  at  large 
are  opposed  to  the  absurd  doctrine  of  Strict 
Enforcement.  That  doctrine,  however,  is  not 
the  only,  or  even  the  most  important  question 
to  be  discussed  in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet. 
The  vital  measure  to  be  considered  by  the  new 
House  will  be  the  completion  of  the  country's 
defences.  On  this  question,  our  contemporary 
hopes  that  there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  various  parties,  however  much 
they  may  be  divided  on  the  subject  of  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement.  In  conclusion,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  ridicules  men  who  seem  satisfied  with 
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ihe  strict  enforcement  of  Treaties  which  were 
concluded  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  and  whoso 
provisions  the  country  has  long  since  entirely 
outlived. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 

Thk  amalgamation  of  (lie  two  factions,  the 
Domei  Seisha  and  the  Doshi  Seisha,  seems  to 
he  a  foregone  conclusion.  A  proposal  for  their 
union  came  upon  the  tapis  some  lime  before 
the  dissolution  of  the  late  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, hut  it  was  considered  desirable  to  post- 
pone the  consummation  of  the  project  till  after 
the  elections.  These  two  parties  combined 
have  been  able  to  return  about  40  members  to 
the  new  House  of  Representatives.  It  is  reported 
that  among  the  so-called  Independents,  two  or 
three  have  promised  to  join  the  amalgamated 
parly.  The  question  thai  will  most  probably 
arise  after  the  amalgamation,  will  be  union  with 
the  Kaishin-to. 

» 

*  * 

The  Chilani  question  is  still  undecided.  The 
Minister  of  Justice  has  not  yet  taken  steps  to 
hand  the  Judge  over  to  a  disciplinary  tribunal. 
Meanwhile  the  banisters  of  Tokyo,  at  least 
some  of  them,  are  taking  much  interest  in  the 
affair.  They  are  said  to  be  drawing  up  a 
memorial  for  presentation  to  the  Ministers  of 
State.  It  is  also  reported  that  much  sympathy 
is  felt  with  Judge  Chilani  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Mayebashi  and  its  vicinity.  Should  the  Judge 
he  arraigned  before  a  disciplinary  tribunal,  these  I 
folks  intend  to  collect  a  fund  to  retain  counsel 
for  him.  Judge  Chitani  was  formerly  of  the 
Local  Court  of  Mayebashi,  and  while  there  he 
is  said  to  have  earned  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
the  inhabitants  by  his  impartiality  and  in- 
tegrity. Such  at  least  is  the  story  told  by  certain 
metropolitan  papers. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Abei  I  wane's  defeat  in  the  recent  election 
has  been  a  severe  blow  to  the  allied  Opposition 
parties.  His  friends  maintain  that  his  defeat 
is  attributable  to  illegal  interference  on  the  part 
of  local  authorities.  Great  efforts  are  being 
made  by  some  members  of  the  Domei  Seisha 
to  investigate  the  matter  and  to  obtain  con- 
clusive proofs  of  interference.  We  take  this 
report  from  the  Mainichi  Shhnbim.  There  is 
little  likelihood  of  proofs  being  forthcoming, 
for  no  official  interference  took  place  in  that 
or  any  other  district. 

* 

*  * 

It  is  staled  by  a  Progressionist  paper  that 
Mr.  Oda  Junichiro,  formerly  editor  of  the 
defunct  Suntelsu,  has  been  invited  by  the 
Jiyu  Shimbun  to  superintend  its  editorial  de- 
partment. The  Sunietsu  was  generally  be- 
lieved to  be  the  organ  of  Mr.  Mutsu,  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  consequently  Mr.  Oda's 
connection  wilh  the  Jiyu  is  referred  to  by  the 
Progressionist  organ  as  an  additional  proof  of 

the  Radical  Party's  alliance  with  the  Cabinet. 
* 

*  * 

The  Radical  Party  has  announced,  that  it 
will  hold  a  grand  conference  in  Tokyo  on  the 
151b  of  April.  It  will  be  a  great  affair  since 
the  Party  obtained  such  remarkable  success  at 
the  recent  elections.  Summonses  have  been 
issued  to  the  newly-elected  Radicals  to  arrive  in 
the  Capital  by  the  5th  of  next  month. 

*  * 

Now  that  the  National  Unionist  Party  has 
dwindled  down  to  less  than  one-half  its  former 
strength,  it  feels  all  the  greater  necessity  for  a 
close  alliance  wilh  the  Progressionists.  The 
Chu-o  Shimbun,  the  organ  of  the  National 
Unionists,  displays  marked  friendship  towards 
the  Kaishin-to,  and  the  latter's  organs  manifest 
a  similar  attitude  towards  the  Kokumin  Kvokai. 
The  Chu-o  extols  the  ability  of  Count  Okuma 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  credit  him  with  almost 
superhuman  capacity.  Alluding  to  a  rumour 
that  the  Cabinet  has  made,  or  is  going  to  make, 
him  an  offer  of  a  portfolio,  the  National  Uni- 
onist organ  states  that  the  Count  of  Waseda, 
who  looks  upon  the  present  Ministry  as  a 
collection  of  so  many  children,  will  never  accept 
such  an  offer.  The  Progressionist  leader,  con- 
tinues our  contemporary,  will  not  return  to 
office  unless  he  be  allowed  a  free  hand  to  shape 


the  policy  of  the  Government.  We  {Japan 
i\lail)  strongly  suspect  that  the  rumour  thus  set 
up  by  the  Chu-o  Shimbun  for  the  purpose  of 
being  knocked  down,  never  had  any  existence 
outside  the  imagination  of  thai  journal, 
a 

•:; 

The  Chu-o  publishes  several  other  rumours 
of  a  similar  description.  One  of  them  is  that, 
before  the  opening  of  the  sixth  session  of  the 
Diet,  some  changes  will  be  effected  in  the 
personnel  of  the  Cabinet.  Mr.  Yoshikawa, 
Minister  of  Justice,  Mr.  Watanabe,  Mini- 
ster of  Finance,  and  another  member  of 
the  Cabinet  will  resign  ;  Count  Goto  will  pro- 
bably receive  a  Ministerial  portfolio,  and  Mr. 
Nakamigawa  Hikojiro  will  become  Minister  of 
Finance.  Mr.  Fukuzawa,  the  Chu-6  adds,  is 
now  on  intimate  terms  wilh  Count  Ilo,  Count 
Inouye,  and  Count  Goto,  who  have  found  in 
him  a  useful  medium  through  which  to  secure 
the  support  of  the  business  class,  and  hence 
the  proposal  to  appoint  Mr.  Nakamigawa,  a 
near  relative  of  the  sage  of  Mita,  to  a  Mini- 
sterial position.  Another  rumour  ventilated  by 
the  Chu-d  is  to  the  effect  that,  simultaneous- 
ly with  the  Cabinet,  Count  Itagaki  will  publicly 

declare  his  adhesion  to  the  Government. 
* 

*  * 

It  being  extremely  doublful  whether  the  new 
House  of  Representatives  would  support  a  Re- 
presentation on  Strict  Enforcement  of  the 
Treaties,  the  allied  parties  of  the  Opposition  are 
contemplating  a  change  of  tactics.  Instead  of 
running  the  risk  of  an  ignominous  defeat  on  the 
question  of  foreign  policy,  they  now  propose  to 
precipitate  a  collision  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
dissolution  of  the  Diet.  Wilh  reference  to  that 
question,  they  can  count  on  the  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  a  section  of  the  House  of  Peers,  though 
it  is  problematical  whether  they  could  command 

a  majority  in  the  new  House  of  Representatives. 
* 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  recently  stated  that 
Count  Yamagata  is  one  of  those  opposed  to  the 
immediate  opening  of  the  country  for  Mixed 
Residence.  This  is  emphatically  denied  by  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  which  observes  that,  though  the 
present  President  of  the  Privy  Council  opposed 
Count  Okuma's  Revision  programme,  it  was 
not  on  account  of  Mixed  Residence  but  on  en- 
tirely other  grounds.  That  the  Count  is  pot 
opposed  to  Mixed  Residence  is  proved,  says  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  by  the  fact  that  the  so-called  Aoki 
programme  was  elaborated  under  his  guidance 
and  with  his  full  approval. 

*  * 

The  election  of  the  President  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  be  the  first  occasion 
to  test  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  sides. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  the  Progressionists,  now 
that  they  have  become  by  far  the  most  numer- 
ous party  of  the  Opposition,  will  be  content  to 
play  a  self-effacing  part  in  this  matter  :  they 
may  wish  to  have  either  Mr.  Shimada  or  Mr. 
Ozaki  elected  President.  There  is  an  impres- 
sion, however,  that  in  their  anxiety  to  secure 
the  unity  of  the  allied  parlies,  they  may  be  once 
more  willing  to  sacrifice  their  own  interests. 

According  to  the  Niroku  Shimpo,Mr .TAgnc\\\ 
Ukichi,  editor  of  the  Keizal  Zasshi,  is  engaged 
in  forming  a  new  political  party  devoled  to  the 
consummation  of  financial  reforms  such  as  the 
abolition  of  export  duties  and  of  the  tax  on  con- 
fectionaries,  the  reduction  of  postal  duties  and 
railway  fares,  and  the  transfer  of  prison  expen- 
ditures to  the  charge  of  the  Treasury.  The 
new  association  will  also  be  in  favour  of  im- 
mediate opening  of  the  country  for  Mixed 
Residence.  The  primary  object  of  the  party 
being  economical,  rather  than  political,  it  will 
be  free  from  the  tendency  so  prevalent  at  pre- 
sent among  the  Opposition  politicians  to  indis- 
criminately attack  whatever  measure  is  proposed 
by  the  Government.  Mr.  Taguchi's  apparent 
purpose,  says  the  Nirohu,  is  to  work  his  party 
somewhat  along  the  lines  pursued  by  the  Anti- 
Corn  Law  League  in  England.  Thinking  that 
a  man  of  high  social  standing  is  necessary  as 
leader  of  the  contemplated  association,  he  is 
said  to  have  asked  Prince  Konoye  to  under- 
take the  charge.  But  Prince  Konoye  is  reported 


to  have  declined  emphatically.    It  is  alleged 
that  the  new  party  has  the  support  of  about 
40,000  substantial  merchantsand  manufacturers. 
* 

*  * 

We  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  above 
report.  Indeed  we  are  disposed  to  believe  that 
it  is  as  yet  a  little  premature.  Hut  there  seems 
to  be  strong  probability  of  the  formation  of 
such  a  party  one  of  these  days,  and  little  doubt 
can  be  entertained  that  Mr.  Taguchi  will  be 
among  the  principal  projectors.  For  the  past 
few  years  his  journal,  the  Keitai  Zasshi,  has 
been  incessantly  calling  upon  the  sober  section 
of  the  community  to  rise  and  rescue  the  country 
from  the  hands  of  professional  politicians,  whose 
sole  business  is  to  pander  to  the  prejudices  of 
the  land-owners  and  to  wantonly  attack  the  Go- 
vernment. In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Keizai,  Mr. 
Taguchi  returns  to  the  d  iscussion  of  the  same 
subject,  and  openly  charges  the  Opposition 
politicians  with  sacrificing  the  country's  interests 
to  the  gratification  of  their  passion  for  embar- 
rassing the  Government.  "Bent  solely,"  says 
the  writer,  "  upon  pleasing  their  constituencies, 
they  say  much  about  the  reduction  of  the  land- 
tax  and  the  re-assessment  of  the  taxable  value 
of  land,  but  nothing  is  more  indifferent  than 
their  attitude  towards  other  important  finan- 
cial questions,  such  as  the  abolition  of  ex- 
port duties  and  of  the  tax  on  confectionaiies, 
the  reduction  of  the  tax  on  vehicles,  and 
the  transfer  of  prison  expenditures  to  the 
charge  of  the  Treasury.  Their  principal  busi- 
ness is  to  attack  the  Government.  It  may  be 
both  pleasant  and  important  to  assail  those  in 
power,  but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  such 
assaults  constitute  the  politics  of  the  country. 
It  is  childish  to  concentrate  attention  on  mere 
attacks,  when  there  are  various  grievances  to  be 
remedied  and  impediments  to  be  removed  from 
the  path  of  private  enterprise  and  foreign 
trade."  The  writer  then  calls  upon  men  of 
substance  and  experience  to  wrest  politics 
from  the  hands  of  the  rash  and  inexperienced 
politicians  who  now  monopolize  the  stage. 
It  is  certainly  a  sign  of  the  times  that  men  of 
independent  and  enlightened  views  like  Mr. 
Fukuzawa  and  Mr.  Taguchi  have  begun  to 
raise  their  powerful  voices  in  condemnation  of 
the  professional  politicians  who  form  the  bulk 
of  the  Opposition  at  present. 

» 

*  * 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Progressionisls 
and  the  National  Unionists,  are  drawing  closer 
and  closer  together,  there  is,  on  the  other,  says 
rumour,  a  tendency  among  the  members  of  the 
Doshi  Club  or,  as  it  is  now  called  the  Doshi 
Seisha,  to  reunite  with  the  Radicals.  Such  a 
contingency  is  not  at  all  improbable  but  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  all  the  members  of  the 
faction  would  return  to  their  original  party. 
There  being  now  on  the  tapis  a  project 
to  unite  the  Doshi  Seisha  with  the  Domei 
Seisha,  the  completion  of  that  design  will  pro- 
bably involve  the  return  of  some  members  of  the 
former  coterie  to  the  Radical  Party. 

*  * 

The  balance  of  power  in  the  new  House  of 
Representatives  being  in  the  hands  of  about 
40  members  grouped  under  the  names  of  In- 
dependents, the  Opposition  papers  are  dili- 
gently endeavouring  to  pursuade  them  to  throw 
in  their  weight  against  the  Clan  Government. 
These  journals  wrote  as  though  Clan  Govern- 
ment were  the  incarnation  of  everything  bad  and 
blameworthy,  and  circulate  various  absurd  ru- 
mours about  attempts  which  the  Cabinet  is 
alleged  to  be  making  to  corrupt  the  Indepen- 
dents. The  Chu-o  Shimbun,  for  instance, 
reports  that  the  Government  has  decided  to 
spend  a  sum  of  100,000  yen  for  the  purchase  of 
15  Independents.  These  rumours  are  obviously 
a  device  to  excite  the  suspicion  of  constituencies 
that  have  returned  Independents,  and  to  cause 
them  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  their  re- 
presentatives, so  that  the  latter,  in  order  to  clear 
themselves  from  injurious  imputations,  may  be 
forced  to  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  Opposition. 
* 

*  * 

The  rumour  of  changes  in  the  Cabinet  is  still 
making  the  round  of  the  Opposition  papers.  It 
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s  stated  that  Count  Ilo  will  formally  unite  with 
.the  Radical  Party,  and  that  Count  Itagaki  will 
'be  appointed  President  of  the  Privy  Council. 
These  changes,  say  the  papers,  will  be  simul- 
taneous with  the  resignation  of  the  Satsuma 
Statesmen.  Dissension  between  the  Choshu  and 
the  Satsuma  statesmen  is  evidently  an  aim  kept 
constantly  in  view  by  the  Opposition  journal. 
* 

*  * 

Concerning  the  election  of  the  President  of 
the  new  Lower  House,  it  is  now  reported  that 
the  opponents  of  Mixed  Residence  desire  to 
elect  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro  to  that  post.  We  cannot 
believe  for  moment  that  Mr.  Oi  will  be  accept- 
ed by  the  Progressionists  and  other  factions 
committed  to  the  opening  of  the  country.  Con- 
sequently there  is  little  chance  for  his  nomina- 
tion. It  is  a  curious  sight  to  see  Mr.  Hoshi  and 
Mr.  Oi,  once  fellow-members  of  the  Radical 
Party,  now  confronting  each  other  as  leaders  of 
the  opposite  extremes  of  progress  and  conserva- 
tism respectively. 

THE   LATE  MR.  KIPLING. 

An  inquiry  was  held  at  the  British  Consulate, 
Kobe,  on  Monday  morning,  before  Mr.  J.  J. 
Enslie  into  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  C.  L.  Kipling, 
which  look  place  on  the  P.  &  O.  steamer 
Ancona  while  the  vessel  was  on  a  voyage  from 
Yokohama  to  Kobe.  Dr.  Lucy,  the  doctor  of 
the  steamer,  was  called,  and  stated  that  on 
Saturday,  shortly  after  leaving  Yokohama  he 
was  called  to  the  deceased,  who  appeared  to  be 
suffering  from  alcoholism.  He  prescribed  for 
him,  and  in  the  evening  found  him  a  little 
better.  On  Sunday  morning  he  again  examined 
him,  when  he  did  not  appear  to  be  any  worse, 
but  in  the  afternoon  he  was  called  to  the  de- 
ceased and  found  him  almost  lifeless.  He  ap- 
plied remedies,  but  these  were  of  no  avail,  the 
deceased  expiring  about  3.15  p.m.,  after  every- 
thing that  was  possible  had  been  done  for  him. 
Asked  by  the  Consul  as  to  the  cause  of  death, 
Dr.  Lucy  replied  that  it  was  syncope,  or 
heart  failure  through  alcoholism.  The  funeral 
took  place  in  the  Foreign  Cemetery  in  the 
afternoon.  Representatives  were  present  from 
the  local  Masonic  Lodges  and  from  the  Fire 
Brigade,  and  they  formed  a  small  body  of 
mourners  to  follow  the  body  from  the  ship 
to  the  grave.  The  coffin  was  covered  with 
the  Union  Jack  and  was  borne  by  sailors 
to  the  hearse  and  from  the  hearse  to  its  final 
resting-place.  The  flags  on  the  Ancona  were 
at  half-mast ;  Captain  Mudie,  the  ship's  doctor, 
Messrs.  Woolley,  Sim,  Bardens  Beauchamp, 
Ince,  W.  Whymark,  Thomson,  Abraham, 
Penney,  and  Wentworth  were  among  those  pre- 
sent. The  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
W.  Weston  who  closed  it  with  a  short  but  very 
earnest  address. 


THE  LAND  TROUBLE   IN  YOKOHAMA. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the 
land  trouble,  so  long  a  cause  of  friction 
between  the  Japanese  merchants  engaged 
in  the  foreign  trade  of  Yokohama,  has  been 
settled.  Our  readers  doubtless  remember  that 
the  origin  of  the  trouble  was  the  disposal 
of  land  held  as  common  property.  An  agree- 
ment as  to  the  treatment  of  land  could  not  be 
arrived  at,  and  squabbles,  apparently  endless, 
ensued  until  finally  both  parties,  tired  of  fighting, 
agreed  to  invite  the  arbitration  of  Mr.  Kawada, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Japan.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Kawada's  good  offices  had  been  enlisted 
was  announced  some  time  ago,  but  apparently 
the  intricacies  of  the  question  necessitated  long 
reflection,  for  Mr.  Kawada  has  only  just  given 
his  decision.  It  is  that  the  contending  parties 
should  choose  between  ohe  of  the  two  alter- 
natives, namely,  to  transfer  the  ownership  of 
the  land  to  the  Municipality  of  Yokohama, 
or  to  sell  the  property  and  devote  the  pro- 
ceeds to  erecting  a  grand  monument  in  com- 
memoration of  the  opening  of  the  harbour 
to  foreign  trade.  The  Nichi  Nichl  Shimbun 
approves  the  latter  course,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  better  finally  to  eliminate  the  source  of  dispute 
lest  it  should  again  create  friction.  Of  course 
the  patent  objection  suggests  itself  that  such 
valuable  piopeity  ought  not  to  be  devoted  to 


such  a  purpose  from  a  purely  economical  point 
of  view.  But  the  Nichi  Nichi  regards  the  matter 
very  radically.  It  says  that  it  would  be  better  to 
throw  the  land  into  the  sea,  if  that  were  possible, 
than  to  suffer  it  to  remain  a  bone  of  contention. 
There  is  no  question,  however,  of  sacrificing 
anything.  Arithmetically  speaking  the  foreigners 
in  Yokohama  are  an  insignificant  community 
compared  with  the  Japanese,  yet  the  former  have 
a  beautiful  and  spacious  Public  Garden  on  the 
Bluff  and  another  in  the  Settlement,  whereas 
Japanese  have  only  a  miniature  garden  at  Noge. 
This  state  of  affairs  reflects  little  credit  on  a 
town  that  claims  the  distinction  of  being  the  prin- 
cipal Treaty  Port  in  the  Empire.  The  value 
of  the  property  in  question  does  not  amount 
to  half  a  million  yen,  and  that  sum,  a  mere 
bagatelle  to  the  wealthy  merchants  of  Yoko- 
hama, might  be  devoted  without  any  extrava- 
gance to  laying  out  a  public  park.  The  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun  enthusiastically  endorses  this 
idea  and  for  our  own  part  we  are  entirely  at  one 
with  it. 


COMPOSITION  OF  THE  HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

The  new  House  of  Representatives  consists  of 
94  Shizoku  (former  military  class)  and  206 
Heitnin  (commoners).  Considering  that  in 
former  limes  the  Shizoku  were  supposed  to 
have  a  monopoly  of  education  and  political  in- 
telligence, it  is  interesting  to  observe  how  com- 
pletely the  so-called  "plebeian"  classes  have 
now  turned  the  tables  on  their  sometime 
masters.  Of  course  the  element  of  finance 
enters  into  the  calculation.  It  is  no  more  pos- 
sible in  Japan  than  it  is  in  England  for  a  man 
without  means  to  enter  Parliament,  and  in  that 
respect  the  Heimin  have  the  advantage. 
» 

*  * 

Analysing  the  House  accord  ing  to  professsions 
and  occupations,  we  have  the  following  results: — 
Members  of  City,  Prefectural  and 


Town  Assemblies    37 

Members  of    Commercial    and  In- 
dustrial Companies    45 

Bat  1  islers    27 

Newspaper  Editors    13 

Educationalists  and  Authors    4 

Notary  Public   I 

Doctors    3 

*   Officials    3 

Local  Officials   4 

Farmers    US 

Merchants    34 

Men  without  a  Profession   14 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  agri- 
cultural interest  preponderates  immensely  in 
the  House.  Even  the  large  figure  of  115  mem- 
bers does  not  comprise  the  full  agricultural  re- 
presentation, for  doubtless  amongst  the  82 
members  of  Assemblies  and  Companies  includ- 
ed in  the  first  two  categories  of  the  above  list 
there  are  a  good  many  who  belong  to  the  farm- 
ing class.  Under  these  circumstances  we  may 
expect  to  see  the  question  of  the  Land  Tax  again 
brought  into  prominence,  although  never  did 
legislators  disturb  themselves  about  a  less  tangi- 
ble reform.  The  plain  fact,  paradoxical  as  it  may 
seem,  is  that  the  Japanese  farmer  may  be  said 
to  pay  no  Land  Tax  at  all  at  present.  The  price 
at  which  he  sells  his  rice  is  so  far  in  excess  of  the 
price  taken  as  the  basis  for  assessing  the  tax- 
able value  of  land  that  the  difference  covers  the 
tax  many  times  over.  It  results  that  the  farmer 
is  altogether  relieved  from  the  impost  orginally 
contemplated  when  the  new  fiscal  system  was 
introduced.  This  is  a  matter  of  cold  arithmetic, 
but  cold  arithmetic  is  always  objectionable  to 
political  agitators. 


CRITICISMS. 

The  Japan  Gaieties  criticisms  of  the  election 
returns  seem  to  be  on  a  level  with  its  recent 
writing  about  Japanese  laws.  It  charges  us 
with  publishing  as  accomplished  facts  the  results 
of  the  elections  in  139  Districts,  a  day  before 
the  ballot-boxes  were  opened  !  Even  the  Japan 
Gazette  might  have  appreciated  the  extreme 
improbability  of  any  newspaper's  guessing  the 
names  of  139  candidates,  and  publishing  a 
prophetic  list  of  them  as  actually  elected.  We 
admit  that  such  a  feat  of  recklessness  does  not 


lie  beyond  the  field  of    our  contemporary's 
journalistic  potentialities,  but  for  ourselves  we 
can  not  honestly  claim  any  courage  of  the 
kind.    The  very  common-place  fact  is  that  the 
ballot-boxes  in  these  139  Districts  were  opened 
on  the  2nd  instant,  and  the  results,  telegraphed 
to  Tokyo  the  same  night,  were  inserted  in  these 
columnsonthe  morning  of  the  3rd.  The  Gazettes 
elaborate  accusation  of  "  previousness  "  on  our 
part  has  no  sounder  basis  then  its  own  mis- 
conception— that  the  first  lawful  day  for  open- 
ing  the   ballot-boxes   was  the    3rd  instant. 
Why   does   not   our   contemporary  take  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  simplest  facts  before 
making  its  ignorance  of   them   the  ground 
of    wild    charges    against   another  journal's 
integrity.    So,  too,  the  Gazette  now  pretends 
that  we  have  classed  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro  as  an 
"  Independent,"  and  that  his  inclusion  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Independentsreducesto  an  absurdity 
our  hypothesis  that  the  Independents  may  vote 
againstStrictTreaty  Enforcement.  Once  more  the 
very  common-place  fact  is  that  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro's 
name  does  not  appear  in  our  list  as  an  "  Inde- 
pendent" but   as   a  member  of  the  Seimu 
Chosa-jo  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  member  of  the  very 
faction  by  which  the  Representation  for  Strict 
Enforcement  was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.    We  are  disposed  to  think  that 
the  Japan  Gazette  aspires  to  earn  the  novel 
distinction  of  being  at  once  the  most  careless 
and  the  rashest  journal  ever  published  in  Yoko- 
hama. •  The  superlative  standard  is  not  easy  to 
reach,  but  our  contemporary  is  fairly  en  route. 


THE  PACIFIC  MAIL. 

A  Washington,  telegram  dated  Feb.  26th,  says  : 
— The  question  of  inflicting  a  penalty  on  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  for  a  violation 
of  the  terms  of  the  contract  for  carrying  the  mails 
between  New  York,  Colon,  San  Francisco  and 
Hongkong  is  under  consideration  by  the  Post- 
master-General. The  contract  went  into  opera- 
tion February  1st,  1892,  and  provided  for  ten 
years'  service.  The  schedule  required  three 
trips  a  month  between  New  York  and  Colon  for 
the  first  two  years,  and  once  a  week  for  the  re- 
maining period.  Between  San  Francisco  and 
Hongkong  the  contract  provided  for  thirteen 
trips  a  year,  the  first  two  years,  and  twenty-six 
the  remaining  eight  years.  As  the  required 
change  has  not  been  made  by  the  company,  the 
Superintendent  of  foreign  mails  has  brought  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster- 
General.  The  penalty  is  discretionary  with  the 
Postmaster-General.  It  is  possible  the  contract 
will  be  cancelled,  resulting  in  the  payment  to  the 
company  according  to  the  weight  of  the  mails 
carried  instead  of  on  a  mileage  basis.  The 
company  is  now  paid  $1  per  mile  for  outward 
trips,  no  compensation  being  paid  for  mails 
carried  on  return  voyages. 


A  PROMISING  SOSHI. 

About  a  week  ago  the  honest  tradespeople  of 
Ogawa-machi,  in  Kanda  District,  Tokyo,  were 
surprised  at  the  sight  of  a  well-dressed  gentle- 
man, evidently  under  theinfluenceof  potent  fusil- 
oil,  running  for  dear  life  with  an  infuriated  kuru- 
maya  racingbehind  him  and  vociferating  Dorobb! 
dorobo  1  The  exciting  chase  was  put  an  end  to 
by  the  police-constables  stationed  at  Manaita- 
bashi,  and  both  pursuer  and  pursued  taken  to 
he  Kanda  Police  Station.  On  arriving  there,  the 
U'nrfiisha  puller  accused  his  panting  prey  of 
having  tried  to  abscond  without  paying  for  a 
long  drive.  The  well-dressed  unknown  was 
about  to  be  questioned  when  it  appeared  that  the 
excitement  together  \yith  his  deep  potations  had 
evidently  proved  too  much  for  him.  He  was 
taken  to  a  convenient  cell  and  there  allowed  to 
sleep  off  his  debauch.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing the  case  was  brought  up  before  the  police 
magistrate,  whe^n  the  gentleman  deponed  that 
he  was  a  well-to-do  trader  from  the  interior, 
plentifully  supplied  with  funds  for  sight-seeing 
in  Tokyo.  He  had  already  seen  somewhat  of 
"  the  tiger,"  but  had  still  400  yen  in  his  posses- 
sion, which  he  withdrew  from  an  inner  receptacle 
and  showed  the  magistrate.  Somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nishiki-cho,  while  in  the  kuruma, 
he  had  received  a  heavy  blow  from  the  blud- 
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geon  of  a  ruffianly  young  fellow,  and  imagining 
himself  to  have  been  mistaken  for  some  pro- 
minent Radical,  leapt  from  the  vehicle  and  ran 
to  escape  further  molestation.  The  matter  was 
thus  cleared  up  and  the  kurumaya  given  his 
due,  when  a  most  muscular  and  ill-dressed  lad 
made  his  appearance  at  the  door  of  the  Court- 
room and  begged  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  state- 
ment touching  the  case  just  amicably  arranged. 
He  declared  that  he  was  the  one  who  had  given 
the  blow;  that  he  had  not  mistaken  the  jovial 
sightseer  for  any  one,  but  had  simply  attacked 
him  in  order  "to  keep  his  hand  in,"  as  he  was 
training  for  a  soshiand  had  not  yet  any  befitting 
opportunity  to  use  his  cudgel.  The  astonished 
magistrate  at  once  subjected  the  young  ruffian 
to  a  closer  examination,  when  it  appeared  that 
he  was  deranged,  his  replies  being  wild  and 
incoherent  in  the  extreme.  The  gentleman  and 
the  kurumaya  were  dismissed,  the  former  with 
a  well-meant  caution  against  too  faithful  an 
observance  of  the  Bacchus-cult  ;  and,  strange  to 
say,  the  would-be  soshi  was  also  permitted  to 
retire,  as  the  gentleman  failed  to  recognize  him 
and  the  Court  could  not  indict  him  on  the 
strength  of  his  self-accusation.  It  seems  a  pity, 
however,  that  ..he  was  not  sent  to  an  asylum,  as 
it  is  a  decided  case  of  chian-bogai  to  allow  such 
a  person  to  be  at  large. 


MR.  TAGUCHI  ON  MARRIAGE. 

Mr.  Taguchi,  editor  of  the  Keizai  Zasshi,  is 
fond  of  making  excursions  now  and  then  into 
domains  lying  beyond  the  limits  of  economical 
science.    He  now  discusses  the  question  of 
marriage  in  his  usual  outspoken  manner.  Why 
has  marriage  become  a  fixed  institution  in  human 
society  while  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in  the 
community  of  other  animate  beings  in  the  uni- 
verse ?    "  Some  men  and  women  are  not  con- 
tented with  union  for  life ;  they  even  long  to  sit 
side  by  side  on  the   same   lotus-leaf  for  all 
eternity."    Mr.  Taguchi  ascribes  the  origin  of 
this    "singular   phenomenon" — the  married 
state — to  the  power  of  memory  possessed  by 
man  in   so  conspicuous  a  degree.    All  other 
animals,  such  as  dogs,  horses,  and  so  forth, 
have  no  memory  of  their  carnal  connections. 
That  is  why  the  married  stale  is  impossible 
among  them.    But  among  men,  it  is  different, 
they  retain  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  relation- 
ships, family,  social,  and  so  forth,  they  bear  to 
one  another,-  and  union  by  marriage  thus  be- 
comes both  possible  and  desirable.    As  to  the 
marriageable  limits  of  consanguinity,  however, 
there  can  be  no  fundamental  principle.  In 
point  of  fact,  in  the  early  ages  of  human  history 
marriage  between  brothers  and  sisters  was  a 
common  thing,  but  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation and  the  consequent  extension  of  the  field 
for  the  choice  of  a  husband  or  a  wife,  marriage 
between  persons  of  close  consanguinity  be- 
came rarer  and  rarer,  until  it  was  denounced 
as  a  sin  and  punished  as  a  crime.    But  Mr. 
Taguchi  finds  nothing  intrinsically  wrong  in 
such  marriages.    He  even  goes  so  far  as  to 
think  it  open  to  doubt  whether  the  state  of  mar- 
riage, as  now  regulated,  is  destined  to  be  a  per- 
manent institution.  "Whether  it  is  advantageous 
to  retain  the  system  of  man  and  wife  and  con- 
demn and  punish  acts  subversive  of  that  system 
or  to  abolish  the  marriage  state  altogether,  is  a 
question  worthy  of  serious  consideration." 

THE   IMPERIAL  SILVER  WEDDING. 

Roads  rendered  villainous  by  the  snow  of  the 
preceding  day  and  rain  that  threatened  all  day 
and  began  to  pour  towards  evening,  unfortu- 
nately checked  the  flow  of  festivity  in  the  streets 
of  the  Capital  on  the  day  of  Their  Majesties' 
Silver  Wedding.  Judging  from  the  scale  of 
the  preparations  that  had  been  in  progress  for 
several  days  previous  to  the  9th,  it  seems  certain 
that,  had  the  weather  been  fine,  the  fete  would 
have  been  the  most  magnificent  witnessed  in 
recent  years.  What  did  take  place  under  ex- 
ceedingly adverse  circumstances  amply  bore 
witness  to  the  enthusiasm  aroused  among  the 
loyal  citizens  of  the  Capital  by  the  occa- 
sion. It  having  been  given  out  that  a  Grand 
Review  would  take  place,  however  muddy  the 
ground  might  be,  provided  that  rain  was  not 


actually  falling,  the  Aoyama  Parade  Ground 
became  the  objective   point  of  great  crowds 
Shortly  before    1  p.m.    Pressing  through  the 
Yotsuya  Gate    unfortunate    evidence    of  the 
preceding  day's   snow   and    storm  was  fur- 
nished by  the  dilapidated    condition    of  the 
huge  artificial    cranes   and    tortoise,   set  up 
in    the  moat  immediately  outside   the  Gate, 
an  arrangement  about  which  there  had  been 
much  talk.    On  the  embankment  to  the  left 
of  the  Gate,  emerging  from  it,  an  immense 
rising  sun,  with  a  diameter  of  probably  60  ft., 
had  been  erected  between  pine  trees.    Below  it 
on  the  face  of  the  embankment,  where  the  turf 
had  been  smoothly  removed, — railway  works 
being  at  present  in  progress  in  the  moat, — large 
ideographs  were   traced   with  hay  or  straw, 
signifying  "  Respectful  Congratulation  on  the 
Great  Ceremony."  In  the  moat,  where  foundations 
for  a  station  are  being  raised,  stood  the  half  de- 
molished cranes  and  tortoise  already  alluded  to. 
The  loss  of  these,  however,  was  compensated 
by  two  very  picturesque  objects  in  the  shape  of 
schooners  constructed  with  clusters  of  red  and 
white  paper-lanterns.    These,  when  lit  at  night, 
looked  really  beautiful.    Approaching  nearer  to 
the  Parade  Ground,  the  number  of  people,  young 
and  aged  of  both  sexes,  struggling  through  the 
mud  in  the  same  direction  increased  at  every 
step,  until  it  soon  became  impossible,  or  at  any 
rate  dangerous,  to  continue  the  journey  in  jinri- 
kisha.    Arrived  at  the  Ground,  where  only  those 
provided  with  tickets  were  admitted,  the  en- 
closure was  seen  to  be  already  full  of  troops, 
while  all  the  avenues  debouching  on  it  were 
filled  with  closely  packed   crowds   of  eager 
spectators,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  had  evi- 
dently come  from  the  country  districts.  High 
dignitaries  of  State,  members  of  the  Diplomatic 
Corps,  and   other  privileged   persons  arrived 
constantly,  among  the  latter  being  a  few  British 
Naval  officers.    Several   foreigners,  evidently 
globe-trotters,  were  observed  among  the  crowd  of 
Japanese  who,  though  not  privileged  to  go  near 
the  Imperial  Pavilion,  had  been   admitted  by 
special  tickets.  The  Emperor  and  the  Empress, 
who  left  the  Palace  at  2.15  p.m.,  and  who  were 
waited  for  and  cheered  by  great  crowds  along  their 
route,  reached  the  ground  about  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  past  two,  and  after  giving  audience  to  the 
principal  guests  and  officers,  Their  Majesties, 
riding  in  the  same  carriage  and  followed  by  a 
brilliant  train  of  officers,  began  a  round  of  inspec- 
tion along  the  lines  of  troops.   There  were  on  the 
Ground  10,700  troops  in  all,  several  regiments 
having  been  summoned  to  the  Capital  for  the 
purpose  from  some  garrisons  in  the  vicinity. 
After  the  inspection,  the  troops  began  to  march 
past  the  Imperial  carriage.  From  the  number  of 
troops  it  may  be  imagined  that  this  process  took 
a  long  time.     Not  until  a  quarter  after  4  did 
the  Review  came  to  an  end.     It  had  been  al- 
together successful,  the  only  untoward  incident 
being  that  an  infantry  officer  was  thrown  in  the 
mud,  his  horse  having  been  frightened  at  the 
sound  of  the  music.    Their  Majesties  left  for 
the  I'alace  immediately  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  Review,  attended  by  a  large  train  of  high 
officials.    With  the  exception  of  the  evening  fete 
at  the  Palace,  this  Review  was  the  most  note- 
worthy incident  of  the  occasion.     Apart  from 
it,    there    was    not    much    deserving  special 
attention.   It  goes  without  saying  that  the  streets 
in  all  parts  of  the  City  were  gaily  decked  with 
national  flags,  and  paper  lanterns  of  various 
shape  and  colour  made  specially  for  the  occasion. 
Here  and  there,  despite  the  rain,  dashi  and 
yatai  were  drawn  along  the  streets,  drums 
beating  and  flutes  playing,  occasionally  with  a 
party  of  samisen  performers  also.    At  various 
places  along  the  principal  thoroughfares,  the 
citizens  hung  out  across  the  street  large  oblong 
paper  lanterns  with  pictures  and  inscriptions 
wishing  long  lives  to  Their  Majesties.  From 
about    dark   fireworks  began   to  be  display- 
ed in  the  extensive  space  before  the  Imperial 
Palace,   and    the    discharge    continued  until 
midnight,  evoking  the    usual   expressions  of 
delight  from  crowds   whose  ardour  raw  rain 
and  ubiquitous  mud  could  not  damp.  With 
regard  to  the  day  and  night  receptions  at  the 
Palace,  we  shall  speak  in  our  next  issue.  On  the 


whole  the  sight  presented  by  the  capital  was  not 
imposing,  but  for  whatever  it  lacked  of  enthu- 
siasm, the  weather  alone  was  answerable.  The 
sightseers  had  hoped  that  Their  Majesties  would 
ride  in  the  principal  Stale  Coach  drawn  by  six 
horses,  but  a  comparatively  simple  equipage 
was  employed  with  only  a  pair  of  bays.  The 
horses,  however,  were  sufficiently  handsome  to 
give  salience  to  the  scrubby  diminutiveness  of 
the  ponies  ridden  by  the  escort. 

* 

*  * 

The  loyal  folk  of  Yokohama  did  not  allow 
the  inclement  weather  to  interfere  with  their 
programme  of  festivities.    The  heavy  snow-fall 
of  the  previous  day  had  greatly  retarded  pre- 
parations, but  almost  before  day  broke  on  the 
9th,  householders  were  busy  in  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  their  various  schemes  of 
decoration,  the  principal  designs  being  Imperial 
flags,  and  red  and  white  lanterns.     As  the  day 
wore  on  cold  wisps  of  rain  blew  over  the  town, 
occasionally  developing  into  a  serious  down- 
pour, but  it  required  more  than  this  to  damp 
the  ardour  of  the  innumerable  processions  of 
Guilds  and  schools,  which   were  continually 
being  formed.    The  whole  town,  native  and 
foreign  settlements  alike,  held    holiday,  and 
from  the  European  business  houses  hung  flags 
of  all  nations,  while  the  vessels  in  the  anchor- 
age dressed  ship.     At  ten  o'clock  the  eight  war 
vessels  in  harbour,  H.M.S.  Caroline,  H.I.R.M.S. 
Admiral  Korniloff,   Zabiaka,  and  Razboyni, 
the  U.S.S.  Baltimore,  and  Marion,  the  French 
cruiser  Forfait  and  H.I.J. M.S.  Itsukushima 
fired  a  full  Imperial  salute.  About  the  same  time 
the  Kanagawa  local  officials  met  at  the  Kencho 
to  exchange  congratulations,  and  the  Mayor  and 
members  of  the  Town  Assembly  gathered  at 
their  office  for  a  similar  purpose.    The  mem- 
bers of  the  Guild  of  Tea  Merchants  and  Fancy 
Goods  Dealers  held  a  meeting  at  the  Machigai- 
sho,  and  having  given  three  rousing  cheers  for 
the  Imperial  couple,  sat  down  to  an  enjoyable 
entertainment.    The  students  of  the  Yokohama 
Commercial  School    marched   in  procession 
through  the  town,  each  boy  wearing  some  distinc- 
tive badge  commemorative  of  the  day.  Over  one 
hundred  members  of  the  Kosei-kai,  held  an 
open-air  social  gathering  in  the  Public  Garden. 
The  town  band  attended,  and  fireworks  were 
displayed  during  the  day  and  far  into  the  night. 
They  afterwards  formed  into  procession  and 
marched  to  the  Noge  Shrine.    Native  Christians 
assembled  at  their  various  Churches  and  offered 
thanks  for  the  preservation  of  the  Imperial  pair, 
and  prayed  for  their  future  well  being  and  happi- 
ness.   The  poor  were  not  forgotten  on  the  9th, 
some  eighteen  hundred  being  relieved  with  gifts 
of  rice  from  charitably  disposed  neighbours. 

FIRE  IN  THE  SETTLEMENT. 

About  three  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning 
the  patrol  raised  an  alarm  of  fire.  Mr.  N.  Mor- 
gin,  in  charge  of  the  Yokohama  Fire  Brigade, 
quickly  responded  to  the  call,  and  proceeded 
to  the  scene  of  the  outbreak,  No.  118,  with 
twenty  men  and  one  hose-reel.  He  discovered 
that  the  verandah  of  Mr.  Pequignot's  house  was 
on  fire,  and  the  flames  were  spreading  towards  a 
cupboard  containing  horse  medicines.  The  fire 
had  burnt  through  the  partition  of  the  verandah 
into  the  house  ;  the  ceiling  then  catching  alight 
and  communicating  the  fire  to  the  roof.  By 
four  o'clock  all  danger  was  at  an  end  and  the 
Brigade  returned  to  the  Station.  The  damage 
done  is  compartively  slight,  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  had  the  alarm  been  given  a  few 
minutes  later,  the  conflagration  would  have  been 
very  serious.  The  origin  of  the  outbreak  is 
unknown,  but  strong  suspicion  is  entertained 
that  it  was  the  malicious  work  of  an  incendiary. 


THE  SILVER  WEDDING  STAMP. 

We  learn  from  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  that 
the  numbers  of  2  sen  and  5  sen  special  stamps 
to  be  issued  in  connection  with  the  ceremony 
of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding  are  to  be 
14,300,000  and  700,000  respectively;  that  no 
more  will  be  struck,  and  that  when  the  period 
of  their  employment  ceases,  their  efficacy  will 
come  to  an  end.  The  two-sen  stamp  is  for 
I  domestic  use,  and  the  five-««  for  foreign  letters. 
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Our  contemporary  adds  that  the  idea  having 
been  suddenly  conceived  and  rapidly  earned 
out  no  little  trouble  was  involved.  Had  there 
been  more  time  available,  some  design  0  an 
elaborate  and  characteristic  nature  would  have 
been  adopted,  but  the  Printing  Bureau  was  finally 
obliged  to  follow  comparatively  simple  lines. 

STATE   AID  TO  EXHIBITORS  AT  CHICAGO. 

The  solicitations  for  State  aid  preferred  by 
Japanese  who  sent  exhibits  to  the  Columbian 
Exhibition,  have  been  partially  successful,  in 
the  Official  Gatttte  we  find  a  Notification 
directing  that  a  sum  of  100,000  yen  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  Second-Class  Reserve  to  defray 
the  carriage  of  exhibits  returned  to  Japan.  1  he 
ordinary  expenses  incidental  to  shipping  articles 
back  to  Japan  were  defrayed  out  of  the  original 
appropriation  on  account  of  Exhibition  pur- 
poses but  it  appears  that  no  provision  was  made 
for  the  transit  of  goods  from  the  port  of  arrival 
to  their  final  destinations.  The  exhibitors 
deeming  it  a  great  hardship  that  they  should 
be  obliged  to  incur  that  expense,  petitioned  the 
Government  to  grant  an  additional  sum  of 
200  000  yen  for  the  purpose,  and  after  some 
delay  half  of  that  amount  has  been  appropriat- 
ed The  disbursement  of  the  money  is  sur- 
rounded by  various  precautions,  one  being  that 
no  exhibitor  shall  receive  more  than  20  per  cent, 
of  the  original  value  of  his  exhibit. 

THE   FOREIGN   COMMUNITY   AND  THE  IMPERIAL 
SILVER  WEDDING. 


The  failure  of  the  foreign  community  of  Yoko- 
hama to  take  any  congratulatory  action  m  con- 
nection with  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding,  is 
likely  if  left  unexplained,  to  create  such  a  bad 
impression  among  the  Japanese  that  we  desire 
to  strongly  deprecate  any  suspicion  of  lack  of 
goodwill      Want  of  time  was  the  real  stum- 
bling block.     It  was  at  first  hoped  that  some 
object  suitable  for  presentation  to  Their  Ma- 
jesties, would  be  procured  immediately.  But 
the  field  of  choice  being  limited,  because  of  a 
very  natural  desire  to  offer  an  article  of  Western 
manufacture,  Yokohama's  stores  did  not  prove 
equal  to  the  occasion,  and  the  delay  entailed  by 
an  unsuccessful  search  so  seriously  shortened 
the  time  available  that  all  idea  of  accomplish- 
ing  anything  worthy  of  the  occasion  or  of  Yoko- 
hama ceased  to  be  entertained,  and  under  these 
circumstances  it  seemed  better  to  refrain  from 
doing  anything  at  all.     We  do  not  pretend  to 
claim  that  this  is  a  full  explanation,  or  that  no 
perfunctoriness  was  shown,  but  we  do  ask  the 
Japanese  to  be  assured  that  if  an  ampler  inter- 
val had  separated  the  official  announcement 
from  the  day  of  the  celebration,  the  foreign 
community  would  not  have  stood  aloof  from  the 
nation's  rejoicing.   ^ 

FOREIGNERS  AND  THE   SILVER  WEDDING 

A  meeting  of  foreigners  in  the  employ  of 
the  Japanese  Government  was  held  in  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  M.  Boisonnade 
in  the  Chair,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  the 
form  in  which  their  present  to  the  Emperor  and 
Empress,  on  the  occasion  of  their  Silver  Wed- 
ding, should  take.  It  was  decided  that  a  silver 
terrestrial  globe,  embellished  with  ornamenta- 
tion of  gold  and  shakudo,  would  constitute  the 
most  appropriate  souvenir,  and  Messrs.  Chios- 
sone  and  Conder  were  elected  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  special  purpose  of  superintending 
the  carrying-out  of  the  design. 

AN   EXTRAVAGANT  FIGURE. 

Bribery  and  corruption  are  unpleasant  things 
and  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  high-sounding 
phrases  and  eloquent  promises,  unscrupulous 
men  do  make  use  of  such  instruments  at  ballot- 
ting-time,  is  no  valid  excuse  for  their  existence. 
Japan  may  find  consolation  in  the  fact  thai,  111 
this  instance,  she  sins  in  company  with  the 
greatest  of  Western  lands,  be  the  procedure 
kept  never  so  secret.    Still  it  is  a  mild  surprise 
t0  iearn — as  We  are  informed  by  a  correspon 
dent — that  in  the  recent  contest  for  the  parlia- 
mentary representation  of  Yokohama,  between 
Messrs.  Shimada  and  Kimura,  the  price  of  a 
vote  was,  on  the  day  before  ballotting,  just  one 


hundred  yen.  In  the  Shitaya  District  of  Tokyo, 
the  figure  of  corruption  is  said  to  have  been 
lower,  yet  still  high  in  consideration  of  the  class 
of  people  forming  the  main  body  of  voters- 
thirty  yen.  We  do  not,  of  course,  vouch  for 
the  correctness  of  these  assertions. 

THE  WAD  A  CANAL. 

Ever  since  the  time  of  the  Tokugawa  dynasty 
there  has  been  talk  of  cutting  a  canal  at  the 
neck  of  the  Wada  promontory  so  as  to  enable 
small  vessels  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  rounding 
that  unpleasant  cape.    But  when  the  cost  of  the 
undertaking  and  the  probable  profits  came  to 
be'reckoned,  it  appeared  that  there  was  nothing 
to  tempt   ordinary  speculators.    But  of  late 
some  enterprising  men  of  the  locality,  notably 
Mr.  Takei  Morimasa,  an  ex-Governor  of  Tottori, 
interested   themselves  actively  in   the  under- 
taking.   They  proceeded  on  the  assumption 
that  they  had  to  deal  with  a  work  of  national 
utility,  not  a  mere  business  enterprise.    A  com- 
pany was   finally   started    with   a  capital  of 
300,000  yen,  and  a  charter  has  been  obtained 
from  the  Government.    The  canal  is  not  of 
very  great  dimension,  being  only  2,000  yards 
long  and  42  yards  wide.    It  is  to  start  from 
Hayashidaand  debouch  at  Shinagawa  in  Hyogo, 
and  at  intervals  of  600  yards  there  will  be  an 
anchorage  of   considerable  size.     A  branch 
cutting,  30  yards  wide,  will  be  carried  to  the 
Hyogo'terminus  of  the  Sanyo  Railway.  Ships 
using  the  canal  will,  of  course,  be  required  to 
pay  dues,  but  there  is  no  expectation  that  any 
profit  will  be  obtained  on  the  capital  invested 
until  several  years  shall  have  elapsed. 


REGISTRATION   OF  BRITISH  SUBJECTS. 

The  clause  in  the  Order  in  Council  regulating 
the  registration  of  British  subjects,  has  been 
strictly  applied  this  year,  and,  as  a  result,  several 
summonses  were  issued.  Taking  the  list  al- 
phabetically, the  cases  were  dealt  with  in 
batches  of  a  few  letters  a  time,  and  the  persons 
cited  all  duly  paid  as  far  as  S.  George  Savory, 
who  came  under  the  last  heading,  appeared  be- 
fore the  Court  on  Monday,  however,  and  in 
answer  to  Mr.  R.  de  B.  Layard,  who  prosecuted 
on  behalf  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul, 
pleaded  sickness  and  lack  of  employment  as 
the  reason  for  not  obeying  the  summons. 
His  Honour,  Judge  Mowat,  accepted  defendant's 
promise  to  pay  before  the  afternoon,  and  ad- 
journed the  case  pending  settlement. 


while  eight  owners  had  one  win  placed  to  their 
credit.  The  most  successful  jockey  was  Mr. 
Hough,  who  secured  5  wins,  but  unfortunately 
in  the  Champions  he  was  badly  thrown  by 
Vagrant  and  sustained  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  thigh  and  serious  internal  injuries. 
Messrs.  Sassoon,  Taylor  and  Reynell  notched 
4  each,  Mr.  Master  securing  3,  while  the  re- 
mainder was  divided  between  Messrs.  Samp- 
son,  Hart-Buck,  Maclean,  May  and  Captain 
Thomas,  who  won  one  each.  The  Champions 
resulted  in  a  dead  heat  between  Mr.  Boyd  s 
Dunoon,  ridden  by  Mr.  Hart-Buck,  and  Mr. 
Taylor's  Dare  Devil,  Owner  up. 

THE   FIRST  DISTRICT  OF  KANAGAWA. 

Slender  as  was  the  majority  by  which  Mr. 
Shimada  Saburo  secured  his  seat  in  the  election 
just  concluded,  there  appears  to  have  been 
some  talk  of  an  attempt  to  prove  his  return  null 
and  void.  It  is  alleged  that  on  four  of  the 
ballots  cast  for  him,  an  erroneous  ideograph 
was  employed  in  writing  the  last  syllable  (to) 
of  his  second  name,  and,  of  course,  if  these 
oallots  were  declared  invalid,  his  votes  would 
dave  been  reduced  to  95  against  his  opponents 
h7  But  happily  the  idea  of  making  an  election 
bepend  on  the  method  of  writing  an  ideograph 
lias  been  abandoned. 

BANK  OF  ENGLAND  ASSETS. 

Apropos  of  the  sensational  attacks  on  the  Bank 
of  England,  says  the  Mexican  Financier,  it  is 
worth  remembering  that  the  land  on  which  the 
Bank  stands,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  City  of 
London,  is  not  considered  as  an  asset  on  the 
books  of  the  institution.  The  land  is  worth  an 
immense  sum,  but  so  conservative  is  the  policy 
of  the  Bank's  management  that  it  has  never 
allowed  its  real  estate  to  be  taken  as  an  asset. 
And  besides  the  resources  of  the  Bank,  as  shown 
in  its  weekly  statements  to  the  public,  it  has 
vast  assets  which  are  left  out  of  the  account. 


ORDERS  OF  MERIT. 

The  Emperor  has  conferred  Orders  on  three 
members  of  the  Tokyo  City  Assembly,  Messrs. 
Yoshino  Seikei,  Suto  Tokiichiro,  and  Matsuda 
Hideo.    The  documents  announcing  the  dis- 
tinction say  that  these   gentlemen  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  education,  by  admirable  discharge  of  their 
public  duties,  and  by  assistance  rendered  111 
promoting  harmonious  cooperation  among  the 
citizens.    This  is  the  first  example  of  such  a 
distinction  being  accorded  to  men  in  such  a 
position  and  for  such  reasons,  and  the  circum 
stance  has  evoked  much  interest.    It  is  ob 
servable  that  the  documents  are  dated  '•  3rd  of 
3rd  month,"  which,  as  every  one  knows,  is  the 
Girls'  Festival  (Osekku).    Perhaps  that  is  only 
a  coincidence,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think 
differently. 

THE   HOLDERS  OF  THE  FRANCHISE. 

The  question  is  commonly  asked,  "  How  many 
persons  in  Japan  enjoy  the  franchise?"  The 
Official  Gatette  answers.  It  says  that  the  neces- 
sary qualifications  for  voting— the  principal  of 
which  is  the  annual  payment  of  15  yen  in  the 
form  of  direct  taxes— are  possessed  by  400 
nobles,  24,540  Shizoku  (former  military  class), 
and  480,198  Heimin  (commoners),  a  grand 
total  of  505,138.  Those  who  are  actually  re- 
gistered as  voters  are  8  nobles,  21,222  Shizoku, 
and  436,719  Heimin,  a  total  of  457. 3°9- 

THE   HONGKONG  RACES. 

Hongkong  races  passed  off  successfully  on  the 
22nd,  23rd,  and  24th  February.  Mr.  John  Peel 
secured  5  wins,  Messrs.  Buxey  and  Trebau  3 
each,  Messrs.  Taylor,  David  and  August  2  each, 


A   NEW  DIORAMA. 

Since  the  burning  of  the  fine  panorama  of  Mt. 
Fuji,  in  the  great  fire  of  April,  1892,  Japanese 
exhibitors  have  not  done  anything  in  the  way 
of  producing  these  once  so  popular  monster 
pictures.  The  latest  venture  is  a  diorama  (the 
first  of  its  kind  in  this  country,  by  the  way) 
consisting  of  ten  consecutive  views  of  Ntkko- 
san  The  paintings  are  reported  to  be 
of  more  than  average  skill,  the  perspective 
being  particularly  welt  managed.  The  diorama 
has  been  set  up  in  the  Public  Park  (Ko  eii)  of 
Shiba  District,  Tokyo,  and  will  be  open  to  the 
public  from  the  second  day  of  March. 

"SILVER  WEDDING"  MEDALS. 

A  well-known  Tokyo  manufacturing  firm  an- 
nounces for  sale  a  medal  specially  struck  off  in 
honour  of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding.  1  he 
medals  are  very  prettily  made  in  antimony, 
aluminium,  silver  and  gold,  the  price  ranging 
from  10  sen  to  10  yen.  The  medal  is  octagonal 
with  a  wavy  border,  bearing  the  Imperial  In- 
signia on  the  reverse,  and  the  paulownia  crest, 
two  phoenixes  and  a  blazing  sun  on  the  obverse, 
with  a  suitable  inscription.  The  cheaper  kinds 
are  said  to  be  selling  very  largely. 


THE  WRECK  OF  THB  "  VITIA2." 

A  Reuter  telegram  from  St.  Petersburg  to  a 
London  paper  says Capt.  Zarine,  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  Russian  cruiser  Vttiat  when 
that  vessel  was  wrecked  off  the  Korean  coast 
last  April,  has  beeh  found  guilty  by  a  Naval 
Court-matial  of  having  caused  the  disaster  by  his 
order,  and  has  been  sentenced  to  be  deprived 
of  his  rank  of  commander." 

THE  "WAKANOURA  MARU." 

The  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun  says  that  the  N.Y.K. 
steamer  Wakano ura  Maru  struck  a  shoal  lying 
about  three  hundred  feet  from  the  southern 
point  of  the  second  fort  in  Tokyo  Bay,  while 
entering  on  the  5th  inst.,  at  about  6.50  p.m. 
The  ship  was  afloat  by  6  o'clock  the  follow- 
ing morning,  the  high  tide  lifting  her  off.  She 
I  sustained  no  damage. 
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THE  ELECTIONS. 
 ♦  

1. 

IN  our  issue  of  the  3rd  instant,  we 
gave  the  returns  of  the  elections  for 
139  constituencies.  Our  readers  may 
have  found  it  strange  that  whereas  the 
polling  took  place  on  the  1st  instant,  not 
even  one  half  of  the  results  were  known 
on  the  evening  of  the  3rd.  The  explana- 
tion is  that  the  ballot  boxes  are  not 
opened  on  the  day  of  the  polling.  They 
are  not  even  opened  in  every  case  on  the 
following  day,  some  districts  postponing 
the  operation  until  the  3rd  and  some  until 
the  4th.  A  considerable  number,  however, 
are  opened  on  the  day  after  the  polling 
and  with  regard  to  these  only  was  it  pos^ 
sible  to  publish  the  results  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  3rd.  Up  to  Tuesday  evening 
returns  had  reached  Tokyo  from  274  con- 
stituencies out  of  the  whole  300,  and  we 
therefore  continue  our  list  of  Saturday,  so 
as  to  show  the  results  in  the  135  addi 
tional  districts  now  declared  : — 

(N.B.— In  the  following  list  the  asterisks  denote  new 
members.) 

Name  of  Candidate  Political  Political  Party  of 

elected.  Party.  previous  Repre- 

sentative. 

TOCH1GI  PREFECTURE. 

AiaiSllago.        Oriental  Radical.  Re-elected, 
*Tamura  junnosuke.  Radical.         Doshi  Club. 
Tanaka  Sliozo.       Kaishin-to.  Re-elected. 
Shiota  OUuzo.         Radical.  do. 

AOMORI  PREFECTURE. 

Kudo  Kokan.  Doshi  Club.  do. 

*Minamoio  AUiia.  Radical.  Kaishinto. 

Saftaki  Kyome.  Doshi  Club.  Radical. 
Kikucbi  Kuro.             do.  do. 

OKAYAMA  PREFECTURE. 
Kobayasbi  Kusuo.         do.  do. 
"Higasbi  Ryosabuio.  Kaishin-io.  National 

Unionist. 
KANAGAWA  PREFECTURE. 

Yamada  Taizo.  Radical.  Re-elected. 
Yamada  Toji.             do.  do. 

*Fukui  NaoUiclii.  do.  Radical. 

Yamada  Kakoku.       do.  Re-elecled. 

MIYE  PREFECTURE. 

Kutibara  Ryoiclii.      do,  do. 

YEHIME  PREFECTURE. 

*Shigeoka  Kenjiro.       do.  Kaishin-io. 
Tamai  Yasuzo.  do.  Radical. 

OSAKA  CITY. 
Awaya  Sliinazo.  National 

Unionist.  Re-elected. 
*Doi  Michio.  Independent.    Chuo Koseikai. 

*Mayekawa  Male  \zo.Kaishin-to.  National 

Unionist. 

Murayama  Ryoliei. Independent.  Re-elected. 
*Akiyama  Giiclii.     Independent.  Seimu  Chosa-jo. 
Takai  Kozo.  National 

Unionist.       Re  elected. 
*Yokota  Jutaio.       Radical.  National 

Unionist. 

Higaslii  Heitaro.    Doshi  Club.  Re-elecled. 
*Oi  Kentai  o.  Oi  iental 

Radical.      Seimu  Chosa-jo. 
Sasaki  Seislia.  National 

Unionist.  Re-elected. 

HYOGO  PREFECTURE. 

Muiano  Yanialo.  National  Re  elected. 

Union  ist . 

Den  Teikiclii.  Radical.  do. 
Ishida  Kwanno- 

suke.  do.  do. 

Iwozumi  Itsuji.  Kaishin  to.  do. 
*Nisliimura  Sliin- 

taro.  Independent.  Radical. 

*Nagura  Tsugu.  Kaishin-to.  Kaishin-to. 

*Koizuka  Ryu.  do.  National 

Unionist. 

Kaino  Kozo.  Radical.  Re-elected. 

OkaSeiitsu.  Radical.  do. 

Sato  Bumbei.  Kaishin  to.  do. 

Sano  Sulcesakii.  Radical.  do. 

KYOTO  CITY. 

Tamiya  Isami.        Radical.  do. 

Tauaka  Gentaio.    National  Re-elecled. 
Unionist. 

*Kawarabayaslii  National 
Yosliino.            Radical.  Unionist. 


Kpmuchi  t'oino- 

tilHtB.  Seimu  Chosa  jo.  Re  elected, 

•Yasuila  Masutaio.  R.idical.  Radical. 

NAGASAKI  PKBFBCTURB. 
*Miyazaki  Yeiji.       Radical.  National 

Unionist. 

* Tomeuaga  Hayalq.  Doshi  Club.  do. 
"iyenkga  Yosbi- 

biko.  Radical.  do. 

*Yainagucbi  Sbin.    National  Doshi  Club. 

Unionist. 

*Fujisaki  Kasan.  do.  National 

Unionst. 

*Kusakai  i  Buba 

cbiio.  Radical.  Radical. 

N  1 1 G  ATA   PR  li  I  V  CTU  RE. 

*Ogino  Samon.         National  Radical. 

Unionist. 

•Sato  Sadasbi.         Radical.  Kaishin-io. 
*Otake  Kwanicbi.  National 

Unionist.  Radical. 

Hasegawa  Ta,i>       Doshi  Club.  Re-elecled. 

*'l''akashi  Kuio.        Radical.  Kaishin-to. 
*Matsunioto  Yaso- 

bacbi.  Kaishin  to.  Independent. 

*Naito  Hisahiio.      Kaishin-to.  Radical. 

IBARAKl  PREFECTURE. 

Nogucbi  Kalsu- 
icbi.  Radical.  Re-elected. 

*Olsu  Junichii  o.       Katshin-to.  Radical. 

NARA  PREFECTURE. 
*Nakayama  Heiba- 

ciiird.  Independent.  Kaishin-to. 

Uyeda  Rilaio.         Kaishin  to.  Re  elected. 

*Sakui  ai  Tomonot  i.  Radical.  Kaishin-to. 

MIYE  PREFECTURE. 
*Suzuki  Jubi.  Radical.  Domei  Club. 

*  Kiinura  Seitai  o.  Kaishin-to.  Radical. 
*Doi  Kokwa.  Radical.  Radical. 

*Fukayania  Taka- 

tsuta.  Radical.  Kaishin-to. 

Nagano  prefecture. 
*Kojima  Sboyo.        Independent.  Independent 
*Sbimazu  Tadasada. Radical.  Kaishin  to. 

Sato  Hacbiroyemon.    do.  Re  elected. 

*Kiucbi  Sbin.  Doshi.  Radical. 

Nakamma  Yaroku. Domei  Club.  Re-elected. 
Ito  Daibacbi.  Radical.  do. 

M1YAGI  PREFECTURE. 
Musba  Denjiio.       Radical.  Re-elected. 
*Goto  Tosbiyasu.         do,  Seimu  Chosa  jo 

*Oba  Cbokuro.  do.  National 

Unionist. 

Slmto  Rikuzo.       Kaishin  to.  Re-elecled. 
*Kusakari  Cbika-    Radical.  Semu 
aki.  Chosajo. 

SHIGA  PREFECTURE. 

*Nakata    Naga-    Domei  Club.  Domei  Club, 
yosbi. 

*Okada  Ilsujiio.     Radical.  Domei  Club. 

Obigasbi  GitetMi.  Dome\  Club,  Re-elecled. 

Nakauokoji  Yobeiji.     do.  do. 

*Wakizaka  Gyozo.  Radical.  Domei  Club. 

GIFU  PREFECTURE. 

Oho  Kamesaburo.  National  Re  elected. 

Unionist. 

*Kisbi  Kosaburo.      Independent.  National 

Unionist. 

*Tanaka  Sadamasa. Radical.  Independent. 
Suda  Manyenrion.    National  National 
Unionist.  Unionist. 

Asami  Yoicbiye- 
nion.  Radical.  rlo. 

FUKUSHIM A  PREFECTURE. 

*Yosbida  Masao.      Radical.  Doshi  Club. 

ISHIKAWA  PREFECTURE. 

*Matsuda     Kicliisa-  National 

iiuo.                     Radical.  Unionist. 

*Yosbimoto  Yeikicbi.    do.  do. 

*Umeda  Satsuki.          do.  Radical. 

*Asano  Jiimbei.       Kaishin  to.  Radical. 

*Nadate  Sadazo.           do.  National 

Unionist. 

*Koma  Sbuku.         Radical.  Radical. 

TOYAMA  PREFECRURE. 

St  kino  Zenjii  o.       Kaishinto.  Re-elected. 
Haia  Kozo.             National  do. 

Unionist. 

*Nomura  Sbuzo.       Kaishin-to.  National 

Unionist. 

Iuagaki  Sbimesu.    Oriental  Re-elected. 
Radical. 

Sbimada  '1'ada.yuk'i. Kaishin-to.  do. 

OKAYAMA  PREFECTURE. 

*Higasa  Tsunetato.  Kaishin-to.  National 

Unionist. 

HIROSHIMA  PREFECTURE. 

*Nobiia  Jo.  Radical.  Inohaku-ha. 

Wada  Hikojit'o.      National  Re-elecled. 
Unionist. 

*Cbo  Tosbihiko.        Independent,  Radical. 

YAMAGUCHI  PREFECTURE. 

Ooka  Ikuzo.  National  Re-elected. 

Unionist. 


W  A  K  A  Y  A  M  A  I'RKIKCTURB. 
♦Kaniada  Yeikicbi.      Independent.   Kishu  ffumi. 
*Miicbizuki  Unai.  do.  do. 

*Senda  Giinuosiil.e.      K.ulic.il.  do. 
Shizuoka  HkUI'BCTURP.. 
Inouye  Hikozaye- 

inou.  Kaishin  to.        Re  elected. 

Hiiozuini  Hisamichi,       [do.  do. 
*  Adacbi  Magoi  oku.      Radical.  Kaishin-to. 

Yebaia  Soioku.  do.  Re-elecled. 

•Omura  Vvakicluro,       do.  Radical, 

Yamanashi  Prefkcturb. 
*Saito  Ubacbi.  Radical.  Domei  Club. 

*Yoda  Micbiuaka.  do.  National 

Unionist. 

Kagoshima  RrKJ'P.CTURE. 
Alebi  Masalosbi.  National 

Unionist.  Reelected. 
Kasbiwada  M01  i-  National 

bunii.  Unionist.  Re-elected. 

Yehime  Prkpbcturk. 
Suzuki  MasataUa.      Radical.  Re-elected. 
Suzuki  Sbigeto.  Domei  Club.  do. 

*Yanagisawa  Haru- 

ji'"-  Radical.  Kaishin-to. 

*Kudo  Kanjo.  Domei  Club.     Domei  Club. 

*Sbimizu  Rhitohfu.    Kaishin  to.  Radical. 

KUMAMOTO  prefecture. 
*l'o<la  Kumabiko.    National  National 

Unionist.  Unionist. 
Fui  usbo  Yosbikado.      do.  Re  elected. 

Sbito  Kwanji.  do.  do. 

*Walanabe  Keisei.  do.  National 

Unionist. 

*Sbibuya  Rei.  Radical.  Radical. 

Kozaki  Sbigeaki.  National 

Unionist.  Re-elected, 

TOKYO  CITY. 

Asaka  Katsutaka.  Kaishin  to.  Re  elected. 

*Hayasbi  Waicbi.  do.  National 

Unionist. 

*Takagi  Masatosbi.         do.  do. 
Isbizuka  Masa- 

taka.  Radical.  Reelected. 

*Nakatnura  Ka- 

tsuniasa.  do.  Radical. 

Before  proceeding  to  analyse  the  above 
in  conjunction  with  the  previous  list,  it 
may  be  well  to  give  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  various  parties  mentioned,  for  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  among  the  eight 
names    some    will   be   unfamiliar  to  our 
readers.     The  Radicals  {Jiyu-to),  then, 
are  the  party  under   the    leadership  of 
Count  ITAGAKI,  Mr.  HOSHI  TORU,  and  Mr. 
KONO  HlRONAKA.    They  are  supposed  to 
be  inclined  to  lend  a  measure  of  support 
to  the  Government — not  by  any  means  in- 
discriminate   support,  but  support  suffi- 
cient to  render  useful  legislation  possible 
and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fruitless  contest 
waged    in    former   sessions  of  the  Diet. 
Independents,  as  their  name  indicates,  are 
not  pledged  to  any  party.    It  is  supposed 
that  they  will  support  the  Government, 
but  of  course  that  forecast  can  not  be  con- 
sidered certain.    It  is,  however,  safe  to 
say  that  the  balance  of  probability  sways 
strongly  in  favour  of  such  support.  The 
Kaishin-to  (Progressionists),  are  the  fol- 
lowers of  Count  Okuma,   Mr.  Shimada 
SABURO,  and  Mr.  OZAKI  YUKIO.    They  are 
the  Government's  most  bitter  opponents 
and  may  always  be    expected    to  vote 
against  the  Radicals.     The   Domei  Club 
consists  of  men  whose  original  object  in 
combining  was  to  act  as  a  cohesive  element 
between  the  Radicals  and  the  Kaishin-to, 
but  after  the  disruption  between  the  two 
last  year,  the  Domei  associates  threw  in 
their  lot  finally  with  the  Kaishin-to  towards 
which  party  their  sympathies  had  always 
pointed.   The  Doshi  Club  consists  of  Radi- 
cals who  seceded  from  their  party  in  con- 
nection with  the  HOSHI  TORU  affair.  They 
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formed  the  extreme  wing  of  the  Jiyu-to, 
and  the  separation  from  it  was  a  fortunate 
event  for  the  party,  though  entailing  at 
the  moment  a  considerable  numerical  loss. 
The  National  Unionists  are  the  men  re- 
turned in  1892  as  Government  supporters. 
They  voted  for  the  Cabinet  in  the  first 
session  after  their  election,  but  so  soon  as 
Count  MATSUKATA  went   out   of  office, 
they    became    the   Government's  oppo- 
nents.   Last  session,  under  the  guidance  of 
Viscount  SHINAGAWA  outside  the  House, 
and  Messrs.  Ooka  Ikuzo,  Motoda  Haji- 
ME  and  others  inside,    they  joined  the 
Kaishin-to  in  offering  indiscriminate  re- 
sistance to  every  Government  measure, 
and  supporting  every  anti-official  motion 
or  agitation.     The  Seimu  Chosa-Jo  are 
a  little  knot  of  nominally  independent 
politicians.     From    them    emanated  the 
Strict-Treaty-Enforcement  Representa 
tion,  and  their  leader,  Mr.  Abei  IWANE, 
introduced  not  only  that  Representation 
but  also  the  motion  for  the  expulsion  of  Mr 
HOSHI  TORU.    The  Oriental  Radicals  are 
the  coterie  of  agitators  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Ol  KENTARO.    They  avow 
Anti-Mixed-Residence  principles  and  are 
altogether  the  most  violent  and  extreme 
politicians    in  Japan.     The  six  parties, 
Kaishin-to,    Domei    Club,    Doshi  Club, 
National  Unionists,  Seimu  Chosa-jo  and 
Oriental  Radicals,  may  be  regarded  as  the 
components  of  the  Opposition. 

Thus  much  premised  we  proceed  to 
analyse  the  returns  for  274  constituencies 
which  have  declared  their  representatives. 
The  results  are  as  follow. 

Radicals    "5 

Independents    26 

Kaishin-to    47 

Domei  C\ub   19 

Doshi  Club   22 

National  Unionists   37 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    4 

Oriental  Radicals    3 


Total    274 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Radicals  and 
Independents   total   141   against  the  re 
maining  six  parties'   aggregate  of  133 
Assuming  that  the  Radicals  and  Indepen- 
dents unite  to  support  the  Government 
they  will  command  just  a  bare  majority 
Of  course  the  returns  from  the  remaining 
26  constituencies  may  greatly  alter  the 
complexion  of  things. 

For  purposes  of  comparison  we  set 
down  here  the  numerical  strengths  of  the 
above  eight  sections  of  the  last  House  of 
Representatives  : — 

Radicals    77 

(■Originally  98,  but  reduced  to  77  by  the  secession  of  ai  mem 
bers  who  combined  to  form  the  Doshi  Club). 

Independents   •   44 

(Including  the  Kishu  group,  the  Inouye  Kakugoro  group,  or 
Inokaku-ha.tbe  Jitsugyo-gumi,  or  Practical  Men's  Association,  and 
the  Shiba  Club,  which  last,  however,  almost  always  voted 
against  the  Government). 

Kaishin-to   43 

Domei  Club    2  5 

Doshi  Club    21 

National  Unionists    7° 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    5 

Oriental    Radicals  (or  Kokwnin 

Kyokai)  ,   9 


The  Radicals,  it  will  be  seen,  have 
already  sprung  from  77  to  115,  a  gain  of 
38.  In  point  of  fact,  the  actual  gain  of 
the  Radicals  thus  far  is  47,  at  which  figure 
we  arrive  thus :— In  143  constituencies 
new  men  have  been  returned,  and  of  these 
75  are  Radicals.  Out  of  the  75,  however, 
18  merely  replace  men  of  the  same  Party. 

Hence  in  57  districts  hitherto  represent- 
ed by  other  parties,  Radical  candidates 
have  now  been  returned.  But  in  10  con- 
stituencins  former  Radical  representatives 
have  lost  their  seats.  Thus,  finally,  the 
net  Radical  gain  is  47.  It  may  interest 
our  readers  to  see  exactly  in  what  degree 
each  of  the  other  parties  has  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  the  Radicals  : — 

The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  7  seats  from  the  Kaishin-to. 
The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  22  seats  from  the  National 

Unionists. 

The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  5  seats  from  the  Domei  Club. 
The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  2  seats  from  the  Doshi  Club. 
The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  S  seats  from  the  Independents. 
The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  5  seats  from  the  Seimu-Chosa-Jo. 
The  Radicals  have  gained  (net)  1  seat  from  the  Oriental 

Radicals' 

Pending  the  publication  of  the  returns 
for  the  remaining  26  districts,  it  would  be 
premature  to  comment  on  the  significance 
of  any  of  the  above  figures.  We  may 
note,  however,  the  remarkable  fact  that 
more  than  half  of  the  men  thus  far  returned 
did  not  sit  in  the  last  House — 143  new 
members  out  of  274.  We  may  also  note 
the  remarkable  success  that  has  been  at 
tained  by  the  Radicals,  in  connection  with 
which  fact  our  readers  will  remember  that 
the  Radicals  are  opposed  to  the  Strict 
Enforcement  doctrine,  and  are  in  favour  of 
opening  the  whole  country  at  once. 


11. 

The  various  newspapers  of  the  capita 
differ  considerably  in  their  analyses  of 
the  results  of  the  general  elections,  each 
as  a  rule,  adding  more  or  less  to  th 
parties  that   it  favours  and  subtracting 
from  those  that  it  opposes.    As  the  matter 
is  of  the  keenest  interest  at  this  critical 
stage  of  Japan's  political  history,  we  ap- 
pend the  estimates  given  by  the  leading 
journals : — 
Mainichi  Shimbun  {Kaishin-to  organ). 

Radicals    119 

Independents   40 

Kaishin-to    64 

Domei  Club    16 

Doshi  Club   22 

National  Unionists   31 

Seimu  Chosa-jo   4 

Oriental  Radicals    3 

Kokumin  Shimbun  {Pro-Kaishin-to). 

Radicals   ,   103 

Independents  (including  Shiba 

Club)    55 

Kaishin-to    57 

Domei  Club    19 

Doshi  Club   24 

National  Unionists    33 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    6 

Yomiuri  Shimbun  (Kaishin-to). 

Radicals   *21 

Independents    24 

Kaishin-to    62 

Domei  Club   *9 

Doshi  Club   31 

National  Unionists   31 

Oriental  Radicals    7 

Seimu  Chosa-jo   4 


Hochi  Shimbun  {Kaishin-to  organ.) 

Radicals    97 

Independents   •••  63 

Kaishin-to   61 

Domei  Club    *7 

Doshi  Club   21 

National  Unionists   34 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    3 

Oriental  Radicals    4 

Niroku  Shimpo  (Independent). 

Radicals    "4 

Independents    51 

Kaishin-tb    54 

Domei  Club   17 

Doshi  Club   30 

National  Unionists   34 

Jiyu  {Jiyu-to  organ). 

Radicals    122 

Independents    49 

Kaishin-to    49 

Domei  C\ab   16 

Doshi  Club   22 

National  Unionists   26 

Oriental  Radicals    3 

Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  (Pro-Government). 

Radicals    *2° 

Independents  (including   "  Un- 
certain ")   45 

Kaishin-to    54 

DomeiC\\xb   U 

Doshi  Club   2 4 

National  Unionists  (including  2 

Conservatives)    35 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    5 

Oriental  Radicals    3 

Chuo  Shimbun  (National  Unionist  Organ). 

Radicals    "9 

Independents   41 

Kaishin-to    60 

Domei  C\ub    16 

Doshi  Club   20 

National  Unionists   31 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    3 

Oriental  Radicals    1° 

Jiji  Shimpo  (Independent.) 

Radicals    "6 

Independents    47 

Kaishin-to    55 

Domei  Club   17 

Doshi  Club   29 

National  Unionists   31 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    5 

Asahi  Shimbun  (Independent,  but  strongly 
in  favour  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.) 

Radicals    "7 

Independents    45 

Kaishin-to    51 

Domei  Club  ,   18 

Doshi  C\nb   25 

National  Unionists   34 

Seimu  Chosa-)o    5 

Some  of  these  figures  differ  sufficiently 
to  perplex  any  calculator.  We  are  dis- 
posed, for  our  own  part,  to  attach  most 
credit  to  the  returns  of  the  Nichi  Nichi 
and  the  Jiji.  But  without  accepting  any 
one  verdict  as  final,  we  proceed  to  strike 
an  average  over  the  whole  ten,  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Radicals    "5 

Independents  j.   46 

Kaishin-to    57 

Domei  C\\ib   17 

Doshi  Club   26 

National  Unionists   32 

Seimu  Chosa-jo    4 

Oriental  Radicals    3 

Total    3°° 

This  gives  a  strength  of  161  to  the 
united  Radicals  and  Independents.  But 
it  does  not  follow  that  all  the  Indepen- 
dents will  vote  with  the  Radicals,  or  that 
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either  will  extend  any  regular  support  to 
the  Government.    According  to  present 
indications  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the 
opposing  factions  in  the  next  Diet  will 
be  pretty  evenly  balanced.    At  the  head 
of    each   side    will    stand  the  Radicals 
and  the  Progressionists,  now  committed 
to  implacable  hostility,  though  in  the  lust 
four  sessions  they  worked  together  for  the 
Government's  overthrow.     The  Radicals 
are  by  no  means  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  Cabinet,  but  it  may  safely  be  said  that 
they  have  abandoned,  temporarily  at  all 
events,  their  sometime  attitude  of  destruc- 
tive opposition  to  everything  official,  and 
that  they  will  judge  each  measure  on  its 
merits  not  simply  according  to  its  prove- 
nance.   It  may  also  be  said  with  no  less 
certainty  that  they  are  strongly  inimical  to 
the  Kaishin-to.    We  have  been  foretelling 
the  final  disruption  of  these  two  parties 
for  years,  but  of  course  we  claim  no  credit 
for  a  prediction  that  merely  reflected  the 
opinion  of  intelligent  Japanese.  From 
the  time  when  the  Jiyu-to  and  the  Kai- 
shin-to came    into    existence,  a  decade 
before  the  opening  of  the  Diet,  their  mutual 
attitudes  were  strongly  antipathetic,  and 
the  passage  of  time  served  only  to  develop 
their  innate  elements  of  antagonism.  A 
common  desire  to  oust  the  so-called  "  Clan 
Statesmen  "  brought   these  incongruous 
parties  into  half-hearted  alliance  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Parliamentary  campaign. 
But  though  they  might  combine  for  de- 
structive purposes,  their  union  could  never 
survive  the  strain  of  constructive  states- 
manship.   In  other  words,  they  were  in- 
capable of  coalescing  for  administrative 
ends.    Nevertheless,  whichever  of  the  two 
sought  to  be  seriously  regarded  by  the 
country  as  a  party  offering  potential  suc- 
cessors to  the  "  Clan  Statesmen,"  must 
re-model  its  programme  on  constructive 
lines,  for  the  nation  could  not  be  expected 
to  endure  patiently  the  perpetual  substitu- 
tion of  political  polemics  for  administra 
tive  and  material  progress,  or  to  repose 
any  confidence  in  agitators  who  perverted 
the  Legislature  into  an  arena  for  such 
polemics.    It  was,  therefore,  a  true  instinct 
that  induced  the  leaders  of  the  Jiyu-to  to 
replace  construction  for  destruction  in  their 
platform,  and  it  was  an  equally  true  instinct 
that  prompted  them  at  the  same  time  to 
break  away  finally  from  the  Kaishin-to 
They  are  not  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  they  are  opponents  of  the  Kai 
shin-to,  and  they  have  been  clever  enough 
to  abandon  to  the  latter  the  role  of  de 
structive  opposition.    Hence  the  one  thing 
that  may  be  foretold  with  certainty  about 
the  coming  session  is  that  the  Jiyu-to  and 
the  Kaishin-to  will  stand  opposed  to  each 
other,  and  that  whereas  the  former  com- 
mands a  solid  phalanx   of  115   to  120 
members,  the  latter's  50  or  60  can  exercise 
effective  strength  only  by  attaching  to 
itself  and  holding  a  congeries  of  petty 
factions  with  little  that  is  common  in  their 
platforms  and  less  that  is  congruous  in 
their  principles.    Divide  et  impera.  The 
Government  should  be  able  to  stand  its 
ground  under  the  circumstances. 


THE  KANAGAWA  ELECTION. 


THE  result  of  the  recent  election  in  the 
First  District  of  Kanagawa  Prefecture 
deserves  special  comment.     The  District 
has  hitherto   been    represented    by  Mr. 
ShimadaSabuRO  who, after  Count  OKUMA, 
is  the  most  important  figure  in  the  Kai- 
shin-to.   Indeed,  in  some  respects,  he  is  a 
more  important  figure,  because  although 
Count  OKUMA  founded    the    party  and 
shapes  its  general  procedure    from  his 
retreat  at  Waseda,  he  does  not  appear  in 
the  actual  arena  or  take  any  visible  part 
in  the  political  contest.    Mr.  SHIMADA, 
on    the    contrary,    is    the   duly  elected 
leader  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
his    figure   is    constantly    en  evidence, 
he    is  one  of  the    most   eloquent  men 
Japan    to-day,    and   he    has  shown 
himself  a  master  of  Parliamentary  tactics. 
With  all  these  qualifications  to  recommend 
him  to  an  electorate,  Mr.  SHIMADA'S  re- 
turn from  the  First  District  of  Kanagawa 
has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  a  foregone 
conclusion.    The  electors  were  proud  to 
be  represented  by  such  a  man,  as  well 
they  might  be,  and  moreover  Mr.  SHIMA- 
DA's  business  interests  and  journalistic 
connections  gave  him  great  influence  in 
the  Prefecture.     Thus  in  the  election  of 
1892  he  obtained   164  votes  against  his 
opponent's  28,  and  these  figures  were 
considered  at  the  time  a  fair  index  of  the 
preponderance  of  Mr.  SHIMADA'S  chances 
over  those  of  any  other  possible  candidate. 
Doubtless  they  were  then  a  fair  index. 
But  in  the  last  session  of  the  Diet  the 
party  of  which  Mr.  SHIMADA  is  the  active 
head  associated  itself  with  a  policy  as  un- 
becoming  as   it   was    incongruous — the 
policy  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  Of 
all  political  parties  in  Japan  the  Kaishin- 
to  has  least  reason  for  espousing  such 
programme.     Its   members  and  leaders 
know  perfectly  well  that  no  vexatious  and 
illiberal  measures  are    needed  to  goad 
Foreign  Powers    into   doing   justice  to 
Japan,  and  since  the  policy  of  Strict  En 
forcement  is  wholly  inexcusable  except  as 
a  lever  to  prize  Treaty  Revision  out  of 
the  rut  of  abortive  negotiations,  politicians 
who  endorse  Strict  Enforcement,  knowing 
its  needlessness  in  that  sense,  must  be 
regarded  as  the  worst  kind  of  opportunists 
In  truth,  with  all  our  admiration  for  the 
abilities  of  the  Kaishin-to  leaders,  for  their 
unflinching  resolution  and  for  the  extra 
ordinary  tact  they  have  displayed  in  manu 
facturing  majorities  hostile  to  the  Govern 
ment,  we  cannot  but  regard  this  particular 
incident  of  their  career  as  a  permanent 
blot  upon  their  escutcheon.     No  Japanese 
statesman  takes  broader  or  more  liberal 
views  of  Japan's  foreign  relations  than 
Count  OKUMA.    He  believes  in  absolute 
freedom  of  commercial  intercourse  ;  head 
vocates  large  recourse  to  foreign  capital 
for  the  development  of  the  country's  em- 
bryonic resources,  and  he  does  not  even 
share  the  prejudice  against  foreign  owner- 


ship of  real  estate  in  Japan.     With  such 
views  he  found  no  great  difficulty  in  bring- 
ing the  problem  of  Treaty  Revision  within 
range  of  speedy  solution  in  1889,  and  his 
efforts  received  thestaunchest  endorsement 
and  support  from  his  Party.    Yet  this  same 
Count  OKUMA,  and  this  same  Party,  now 
stand  forth  as   champions    of   a  policy 
adically  illiberal   in   conception,  useless 
and  even    mischievous    for    purposes  of 
Treaty  Revision,  and  emanating  from  a 
group  of  Conservative  agitators  who  have 
declared  themselves  hostile  to  the  opening 
of  the  country,  hostile  to  the  ownership  of 
real  estate  by  foreigners  and  hostile  to 
the  introduction  of  foreign  capital.  Of 
course  the  enigma  is   easily  explained. 
Its  solution  is  to  be  sought  in  the  disrup- 
tion  between    the    Kaishin-to   and  the 
Radicals.    So  long  as  these  two  were  in 
alliance  they  could   always  command  a 
majority  hostile  to  the  Government.  But 
when   they   fell   apart,    the  Kaishin-to, 
numerically  weak,  could  no  longer  lead  a 
formidable  Opposition  except  by  allying 
itself  with  the  extremists  who  had  seceded 
from  the  Radicals,  and,  with  the  other 
petty  political  coteries  then  awaiting  or- 
ganization and  principles.    The  heat  need- 
ed to  fuse  these  heterogeneous  elements 
into  a  phalanx  capable  of  effective  action 
was  supplied  by  the  Strict  Enforcement 
question,  and  the  Kaishin-to  did  not  shrink 
from  adopting  that  means,  although  the 
step  involved  conspicuous  violence  to  all 
the    principles  previously   directing  the 
Party's  foreign  policy.    Hence  when  Mr. 
SHIMADA  presented  himself  again  before 
his  constituents  this  spring,  he  no  longer 
appeared  as  the  leader  of  a  Party  hitherto 
consistent  in  everything,  above  all  in  its 
opposition  to  the  Government.    His  elec- 
tors had  to  ask  themselves  a  new  ques- 
tion,  namely,  whether  in  voting  for  Mr. 
SHIMADA,  they  were  prepared  to  vote  for 
restriction  of  the  privileges  hitherto  en- 
joyed   by    foreigners   and   for   the  in- 
auguration of  a  regime  of  illiberality  and 
unfriendliness  in  Japan's  international  rela- 
tions.    It  never  could  have  been  reason- 
ably  hoped    that    Mr.   SHIMADA  would 
lose  his  seat.    His  prestige,  his  gifts  and 
his  influence  seemed  to  guarantee  him 
effectually  against  any  such  catastrophe. 
Yet,  instead  of  carrying  the  constituency 
by  164  votes  to  28,  as  he  did  in  1892,  he 
has  now  carried  it  by  only  99  to  97,  a  bare 
majority  of  2.    We  are  certainly  justified 
in  regarding  this  result  as  significant. 


THE  ELECTION  AND  THE  ANTI- 
FOREIGN  MOVEMENT. 


WITHOUT  attempting  as  yet  any  final 
analysis  of  the  results  of  the  general 
elections  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties, 
we  may  note  indications  which  make  it 
safe  to  aver  that  the  nation's  voice  has 
been  upon  the  whole  unfavourable  to  the 
essential  feature  of  the  movement  originat- 
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ed  by  the  Seimu  Chosa-jo  last  session, 
namely,  its  anti-foreign  tendency.  It  was 
the  acrimonious  anti-foreign  sentiment 
running  through  the  proposed  Representa- 
tion on  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  that 
made  the  measure  so  objectionable  and  in 
a  large  measure  led  to  the  dissolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This 
aspect  of  the  question  apart,  there  was 
little  or  nothing  worth  attention  in  the 
Representation.  Numerous  letters,  how- 
ever, received  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  the  personal  observations 
of  competent  judges  in  the  capital  and 
its  vicinity,  show  clearly  that  the  candi- 
dates of  the  allied  Opposition  parties 
— namely,  the  parties  committed  to  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
— took  great  pains  to  explain  to  the  con- 
stituencies that  the  object  of  the  Repre- 
sentation was  not  in  any  way  either  to 
embarrass  the  Government  or  to  show  an- 
tipathy to  foreigners.  In  some  remote 
conservative  corners  of  the  Empire  whi- 
ther the  influence  of  modern  civilization 
has  not  fully  penetrated,  preference  may 
have  been  displayed  for  candidates  pro 
fessing  anti-foreign  sentiments.  But 
such  cases,  so  far  as  our  informa- 
tion extends,  seem  to  have  been  ex- 
tremely rare.  Knowing  that  the  cause 
to  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  they  had  com- 
mitted themselves,  was  far  from  being  po- 
pular, the  Opposition  candidates  evidently 
took  care  to  make  as  little  reference  as 
possible  to  that  subject.  They  sought 
assiduously  to  divert  attention  by  criticisms 
of  the  Government's  action  in  dissolving 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Certainly 
these  were  the  tactics  followed  by  the 
Kaishin-to  and  other  parties  of  progressive 
principles.  Take,  for  instance,  the  case 
of  Mr.  SHIMADA  SABURO,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Kaishin-to.  In  the  first  two 
elections,  he  was  returned  by  the  town  of 
Yokohama  almost  unopposed.  Buteven  his 
popularity  seemed,  atthe  recent  election,  to 
avail  him  little  as  against  his  adherence 
to  the  anti-foreign  motion  introduced  by 
Mr.  Abei  HANKON.  At  one  time  his 
friends  seriously  feared  that  he  would  be 
ignominously  beaten  by  an  adversary  who, 
although  a  respectable  merchant,  has  not 
a  moiety  of  the  qualifications  which  Mr. 
SHIMADA  possesses  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature.  Mr.  SHIMADA,  in  great  alarm, 
thereupon  issued  a  manifesto  endeavour- 
ing to  explain  away  the  objectionable 
points  in  the  ABEI  Representation,  but 
virtually  avowing  opposition  to  all  the 
essential  features  of  that  measure.  Yet, 
despite  this  skilful  management,  he  had  a 
narrow  escape  of  defeat,  his  majority  being 
only  two.  Mr.  KAJIMA  HlDEMARO,  another 
Progressionist  of  note,  who  has  been  rel 
turned  from  Kobe,  had  a  similar  experi- 
ence. It  would  have  been  in  all  probability 
impossible  for  him  to  secure  a  majority 
had  he  not,  like  his  Yokohama  colleague, 
proved  himself  virtually  an  opponent  of 
the  cause  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement. 


As  to  what  Mr.  OZAKI  YUK10  did  in  Ise, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  in- 
formation, but  it  may  be  surmised  that 
there,  too,  the  question  of  Strict  Treaty 
Enforcement  was  kept  in  the  background. 
A  fact  of  equal,  if  not  greater,  significance 
is  the  return  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority (1,904  to  1,452)  of  Mr.  Hoshi 
ToRU.  Mr.  HOSHI  is  the  object  of  keen 
hatred  to  the  leading  promoters  of  the 
anti-foreign  movement,  for,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  he  is  believed  to  be  in  league  with 
the  Ministerof  Foreign  Affairs  for  the  speedy 
opening  of  the  country.  Thiscircumstance, 
coupled  with  his  expulsion  from  the  Lower 
House  under  peculiar  conditions,  induced 
his  enemies  to  marshal  all  their  forces  in 
support  of  his  antagonist,  Mr.  YfJKOBORI 
SaNSHI,  who  had  sat  in  the  first  Diet  as  a 
Radical  member,  but  subsequently  joined 
a  conservative  faction.  Yet  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  conservatives  failed  signally 
to  throw  out  the  greatest  opponent  of  the 
anti-foreign  movement.  Still  more  signi- 
ficant, perhaps,  is  the  defeat  of  Mr.  ABE" 
HANKON,  the  introducer  of  the  famous 
Representation  already  alluded  to  as  well 
as  of  the  motion  for  Mr.  HoSHl'S  expul- 
sion. His  successful  adversary,  Mr.  HlRA- 
SHIMA  MATSUO,  is  a  Radical  who,  though 
of  some  local  note,  has  hitherto  been 
an  unknown  factor  in  the  field  of  general 
politics.  That  such  a  competitor  gained 
a  victory,  however  close  (875  to  846),  over 
a  man  of  considerable  renown  in  the  Em- 
pire and  of  almost  unequalled  influence 
in  local  affairs,  must  be  regarded  as  an  un- 
mistakable proof  how  little  sympathy  is 
felt  by  the  people  in  general  with  the 
anti-foreign  movement,  which  was  origi- 
nally started  by  a  gang  of  political  adven- 
turers, and  which  has  since  been  joined 
by  certain  parties  for  purposes  entirely 
distinct  from  the  merits  of  the  question. 
It  appears  to  us  very  improbable  that,  in 
view  of  these  circumstances,  the  Strict- 
Enforcement  Representation  will  com- 
mand any  solid  support  in  the  new 
House  of  Representatives.  Doubtless  the 
allied  Opposition  parties  will  again  try  to 
introduce  a  similar  measure,  but  we  may 
reasonably  expect  that  it  will  be  essenti- 
ally different  from  the  Representation  sub- 
mitted last  session  ;  in  other  words,  that  it 
will  be  free  from  the  anti-foreign  spirit  act- 
uating the  latter.  Should  the  Opposition, 
on  the  contrary,  take  no  hint  from  the 
clearly  expressed  sense  of  the  country, 
and  should  the  House  be  so  unmindful 
of  its  duty  to  the  people  as  to  favour  any 
anti-foreign  measure,  there  ought  to  be 
little  hesitation  about  sending  back  the 
members  once  more  to  their  constituencies. 


Eczhma.— Book  on  "  SUii!  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


CHINESE  REPRODUCTIONS  OF  OLD 
PORCELAINS. 
 ♦  

IT  might  have  been  predicted  with  toler- 
able certainty  that  the  proverbial  in- 
genuity of  the  Chinese  would  not  fail 
them  when  the  expediency  of  re-pro- 
ducing celebrated  porcelains  of  bygone 
eras  be-came  really  pressing.  Until  some 
seven  or  eight  years  .ago  there  flowed 
into  the  market  a  sufficient  supply  of 
genuine  old  specimens  to  satisfy  the  col- 
lectors of  that  time  and  to  furnish  the 
stores  of  dealers  in  bric-a-brac.  But 
America's  requirements  became  yearly 
more  pressing,  and  as  the  means  of  meet- 
ing them  grew  necessarily  less  extensive, 
prices  rose  to  such  a  height  that  the 
temptation  to  supplement  with  modern 
imitations  the  fitful  and  constantly  dwin- 
dling supply  of  early  chefs-d'ceuvre,  could 
not  be  resisted.  No  one  expected,  indeed, 
that  it  would  be  resisted,  but  every  one 
was  tolerably  confident  that  collectors 
possessing  ordinary  knowledge  would  be 
guaranteed  against  deception  owing  to  the 
incapacity  of  the  Chinese  of  the  present 
era  to  produce  anything  really  comparable 
with  justly  famous  examples  dating  from 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries. 
But  no  such  confidence  can  be  felt  any 
longer.  The  imitators  have  developed 
a  degree  of  skill  that  brings  their  work 
within  measurable  distance  of  the  fine  old 
standards.  Even  the  hypothetically  in- 
comparable blue-and-white  porcelains  of 
the  Kang-hsi  kilns  now  have  modern  rivals 
so  good  that  many  an  amateur  has  been  de- 
ceived by  them  and  many  more  are  destined 
to  be  deceived.  The  great  difficulty  used  to 
lie  in  the  quality  and  tone  of  the  blue. 
Using  the  smalt  of  these  cheap  times,  the 
potter  could  not  produce  anything  better 
than  a  weak,  insipid,  and  bodiless  colour. 
But  things  have  changed  in  this  respect. 
Whether  a  different  cobalt  is  employed  or 
whether  some  improved  process  has  been 
elaborated,  a  fine  strong  blue  is  now 
obtained,  showing  much  of  the  brilliancy 
and  depth  that  distinguish  genuine  speci- 
mens of  the  great  era.  No  one  deserves 
to  be  greatly  blamed  who  mistakes  these 
modern  imitations  for  their  originals,  so  far 
as  the  blue  is  concerned.  But  a  well  educated 
eye  easily  detects  in  the  new  colour  elements 
of  garishness  and  hardness,  the  absence  of 
which  constitutes  one  of  the  chief  charms 
of  the  old.  In  the  matter  of  technique, 
too,  there  are  always  points  of  manifest 
inferiority  in  modern  porcelains  of  this 
class.  The  glaze  lacks  lustre,  being  vitre- 
ous rather  than  velvety,  and  the  surface  is 
figured  by  blistering  or  pitting  more  or  less 
prominent.  Of  course  the  connoisseur 
turns  at  once  to  the  pate,  but  for  that  the 
crafty  Chinaman  makes  full  preparation 
by  grinding  and  polishing  the  lower  rim 
of  the  specimen  until  the  exposed  pate  ac- 
quires artifically  much  of  the  natural 
smoothness  and  closeness  of  grain  that 
constitute  distinctive  marks  of  good  old 
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ware.    In  this  process,  however,  he  betray  s 
himself,  for  even  though  the  colouring  mat- 
ter that  he  employs  to  impart  a  spurious 
appearance  of  age  to  the  freshly  ground 
rim  be  not  apparent  to  uninstructed  eyes, 
the  marks  of  the  grinding  may  always  be 
found  by  close  examination  in  the  glaze  on 
the  bottom  or  even  on  the  body  near  the 
rim.    The  amateur  may  therefore  fortify 
his  faltering  convictions  by  looking  care- 
fully for  such  marks,  and  though  his  sight 
be  keen,  he  will  do  well  to  use  a  magni- 
fying glass.  Already  many  brand  new  bltie- 
and-white  "Hawthorns"  have  passed  into 
the  possession  of  foreign  residents  in  China, 
and  many  others  have  doubtless  crossed  the 
water  to  America.    Every  one  of  these 
imitations  is  a  factor  of  false  education, 
tending  to  create  a  vitiated  standard  of 
quality  and  a  deceptive  scale  of  value. 
Besides,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  such  things 
that  their  owners  remain  victims  of  de- 
lusion.    Friends  are  not  frank  enough, 
even  supposing  them  sufficiently  skilled, 
to  ungild  a  man's  treasures  to  his  face, 
and  collectors  are  so  infatuated  that  they 
gladly  accept  as  genuine  praise  the  per 
functory    approval   of  conventionalism. 
Thus  the  Chinese  find  their  account  in 
carrying  on  the  fraud,  and  we  may  expect 
to  see  "  blue-and-white,"  after  its  kind,  be 
coming  daily  a  commoner  article  of  furniture 
Even  the  genuine  connoisseur  is  startled 
by  these  new  specimens.    Too  essentially 
selfish— every  enthusiastic  collector  is  in 
capable  of  altruism— to  be  glad  that  the 
general  public  is  gaining  access  to  a  species 
however  spurious,  of  the  porcelains  he 
loves,  he  trembles  before  the  terrible  con 
tingency  that  all  the  ancient  skill  may  be 
recovered  one  of  these  days,  and  that  his 
much  valued  gems  may  be  vulgarized  by 
a  crowd  of  cheap  and  universally  accessible 
rivals.     Probably  the   fear  is  somewhat 
chimerical,   yet    to   say   so    with  con- 
fidence is  difficult,  seeing  that  even  the 
celebrated   "soft-paste"    porcelain  also 
is    represented    in    modern  imitations 
It  is  a  singular  fact  that  until  quite  recently 
this  beautiful  variety  of  ware  was  almost 
completely  neglected  by  foreign  collectors. 
The  Chinese  themselves  have  never  ac- 
corded a  place  of  honour  to  any  other  kind 
of  blue-and-white  porcelain.    In  their  eyes 
fine  blue-and-white  porcelain  meant,  and 
could  only  mean,  Kaipien-yao,  or  Wei-tsu 
as  it  sometimes  called.    Perhaps  it  was 
because  of  the  value  thus  attaching  to  the 
ware  in  the  Chinese  market,  and  not  alone 
because  of  its  comparative  scarcity,  that 
very  little  of  it  found  its  way  into  the 
possession  of  foreigners.    Of  late  years, 
however,  there  has  been  an  awakening, 
especially  on  the  part  of  American  con- 
noisseurs, and  the  resulting  demand  has 
not  only  drawn  a  number  of  fine  specimens 
from  Chinese  private  collections,  but  has  also 
induced  modern  potters  to  apply  all  their 
care  and  skill  to  the  work  of  reproduction. 
They  have  not  succeeded  quite  so  well  as 
in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  hard  paste,  for 


n  the  modern  Kaipien-yao  it  will  be  found 
almost  invariably  that  the  crackle  has  an 
accidental    appearance,   that  the  pate  is 
rough,  that  the  decoration  is  weak  and 
scratchy,  and  that  the  glaze  is  discoloured 
ather  than  mellow.    Still  the  imitations 
are   quite    good  enough  to  deceive  or- 
dinary eyes,  and  it  is  certain  that  quite  a 
n umber  of  new  specimens  have  gone  to  Ame- 
rica, doubtless  to  find  ready  purchasers.  It 
is  a  curious  and  unaccountable  fact — that 
is  to  say,   unaccountable  so  far  as  our 
present  knowledge  goes — that  after  the 
67»>«-/j<«£  era  (1736- 1795)  no  really  choice 
soft-paste  blue-and-white   porcelain  was 
produced.    Pieces  dating  from  the  Taou- 
kwang  and  Chia-ching  periods  are  gener- 
ally little  superior  to  the  modern  imitations 
of  which  we  have  been  speaking.     As  for 
other  varieties  of  porcelain,  the  process  of 
reproduction  is  equally  active.     The  so- 
called  "apple  green"  craquele  ware  is 
turned  out  in  quite  considerable  quantities. 
Many  spurious  specimens  figure  in  Wes- 
tern collections.     Here,  too,  the  amateur 
ought  to  find  sufficient  guidance  in  the 
comparatively   coarse,    though  carefully 
ground  and  polished,  pate  of  the  modern 
porcelain,  in  the  weak  tone  of  the  colour, 
and   above   all  in   the   absence   of  the 
mossy"  edge  peculiar  to  the  genuine 
ware.    Corresponding  attempts  to  simu- 
late are  seen   in    the    so-called    "  black 
hawthorns  "  of  our  time.     The  fine  close- 
grained  pate  of  the  old  kilns  is  not  pro- 
ducible, and  the  black  glaze  forming  the 
ground  colour  is  so  vitreous  and  garish 
that  it  has  to  be  subjected  to  an  all-over 
process  of  grinding,  the  marks  of  which 
can  be  detected  without  much  trouble. 
"  Mustard  crackle  "  offers  another  favour- 
ite field  for  imitation,  but  here  the  ama- 
teur should  never  fall  a  victim  if  he  re- 
members, first,  that  the  slightest  muddiness 
of  colour  is  fatal,  and  secondly,  that  a  fine 
velvety  lustre  invariably  appears  on  the 
glaze  of  Chien-lung  and  earlier  specimens. 
We    need    scarcely    speak   of  imitation 
"  peach  blow"  and  "  sang-de-bcenf,"  since 
a  very  slight  experience  ought  to  protect 
the  amateur  against  blunders  in  respect  of 
these  inimitable  wares.     But  note  should 
be  taken  of  the  fact  that  Japan  also  is  in 
the  field  as  an  imitator,  and  that  specimens 
of  ambitious   "  liquid-dawn  "    glazes  by 
MAKUZU,  and  of  ciladons,  "  famille  verte" 
and  other  varieties  by  SEIFU  have  been 
acquired  by  Chinese  dealers  and  are  con- 
fidently offered  for  sale  as  Chinese  porce- 
lains. The  Japanese  potters  are  not  neces 
sarily  parties  to  this  fraud,  nor  does  it 
follow  that  the  Chinese  themselves  attempt 
any  witting  deception,  for  in   shops  in 
Shanghai  and  even   Tientsin  specimens 
frankly    stamped    with    the  ideographic 
names  or  marks  of  their  Japanese  makers 
are  confidently  paraded  as  genuine-Chinese 
porcelains.    Such  pieces  must  plainly  have 
an   honest  origin,  nor  is  it  conceivable 
that  if  the  Chinese  identified  the  marks, 
they  would  have  courage  to  attempt  so 


patent  a  deception.  But  these  consider- 
ations do  not  smoothe  the  path  for  unfor- 
tunate amateurs.  They  are  bound  to  be 
victimized  more  than  ever.  We  can  only 
hope  that  our  warning  may  save  them 
some  disappointment. 


MR.  GLADSTONE'S  RETIREMENT. 
♦ 

A TELEGRAM   of  such  absorbing  in- 
terest to  Englishmen  as  that  just  sent 
us  by  Baron  Reuter  might  surely  have  been 
accompanie  d  by  some  statement  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  motives  for  resigning.  We 
may  conclude,  however,    with  tolerable 
certainly,  that  ill  health  is  the  cause.  Re- 
cent news  from  home  said  that  the  vener- 
able old  man  was  suffering  from  cataract  of 
one  eye  and  that  the  other  was  in  danger  of 
being  involved.    It  seems  very  probable 
that  his  medical  advisers  ordered  com- 
plete abstention  from  Parliamentary  and 
Administrave  duties,  and  that,  in  deference 
to  their  counsel,  Mr.  GLADSTONE  has  deem- 
ed it  wise  to  retire  from  his  onerous  posi- 
tion.   If  this  means,  as  it  well  may,  his 
final  withdrawal  from  the  political  stage, 
many  Englishmen  will  doubtless  rejoice  ; 
many  others  will  grieve;  but  all  must 
agree  that  a  colossal  figure  has  been  re- 
moved from  the  stage   of  contemporary 
history.    We  have  never  agreed  with  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Irish  policy,  but  assuredly 
we  have  never  sympathised  with  the  mon- 
strous abuse  heaped  by  red-hot  political 
partisans  like  the  Saturday  Review  and 
the  St.  James's  Budget  upon  the  head  of 
a  statesman  that  does  honour  and  credit 
to  England.     Seldom  has  there  been  a 
greater  man  in  any  country  than  Mr. 
GLADSTONE.     The  democratic  principle 
which  he  represents  is,  in  our  opinion,  one 
of  the  curses  of  the  age,  an  illogical  and 
irrational  tendency.    But  that  is  only  our 
view.    Not  to  be  able  to  respect  the  ex- 
ponent of  a  different  creed  from  one's 
own,  or  to  appreciate  his  wonderful  gifts, 
is  to  write  oneself  down  a  silly  bigot.  Mr. 
Gladstone  is  an  Englishman  of  whom  all 
Englishmen  may  be  proud  whatever  their 
political  bias.    Probably  to  retire  from  the 
active  leadership  of  his  Party  will  not  dis- 
tress him  seriously.  His  opponents  may  re- 
joice, holding  that  with  his  political  demise 
Home  Rule,  into  whose  nostrils  he  breathed 
the  breath  of  life,  will  die.    But  it  will  not. 
Mr.  Gladstone  knows  better.  Every 
student  of  English  history  knows  better. 
If  there  is  one  thing  certain  it  is  that  any 
measure  which  has  obtained  the  suffrages 
of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  guaranteed  against  death.    Some  day 
or  other  it  must  come  into  practical  exis- 
tence.   Home  Rule  will  be  an  accomplish- 
ed fact  sooner  or  later— not  Home  Rule 
as  Gladstone  would  have  had  it,  but 
Home  Rule  all  the  same.    The  last  work 
of  Mr.  Gladstone's  career  will  be  carried 
to  completion  even  in  his  absence. 
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MR.  OKAKURA  ON  THE  FINE  ARTS 
OF  CHINA  AND  JAPAN. 

MR.  OKAKURA*  principal  ofthe  Fine 
Arts  School  in  Tokyo,  returned  re- 
cently from  an  extended  tour  in  China 
where  he  devoted  his  time  almost  exclu- 
sively to  investigating  questions  connect- 
ed with  the  Fine  Arts  of  that  country. 
Since  his  return  he  has  delivered  one  or 
two  lectures,  the  gist  of  which  is  reported 
in  the  vernacular  press.     Doubtless  as 
Mr.  OKAKURA  elaborates  the  results  of 
his  researches,  many  interesting  points 
will  be  brought  out.    Thus  far  he  seems 
to  have  addressed  himself  chiefly  to  dis- 
cussing the  relations  between  China  and 
Europe,  and  between  China  and  Japan,  in 
the  field  of  art.  With  regard  to  the  former, 
history  shows,  he  says,  that  intercourse 
existed  between  China  and  Europe  from 
very  ancient  times,  and  students  of  art  in 
the  West  have  been  in  the  habit  of  assert- 
ing that  China  derived  much  inspiration 
from    that  intercourse.     Mr.  OKAKURA, 
however,  takes  a  very  different  view.  He 
thinks  that  the  debt  is  the  other  way,  and 
that  Europe  borrowed  from  China  a  great 
deal   more   than    China  borrowed  from 
Europe.    That  is  very  interesting.  The 
affinity  existing  between  the  arts  of  China 
and   those   of  Egypt    and   Greece  are 
patent  to  every  student,  but  which  is  the 
progenitor  and  which  the  progeny  no  one 
has  yet  been  able  to  say  authoritatively. 
If  Mr.  OKAKURA  can  really  elucidate  this 
point  his  dicta  will  attract  much  attention. 
As  to  China  and  Japan  he  is  emphatic  in  his 
repudiation  of  the  long-received  doctrine 
that  Japan  owes  the  greater  part  of  her  art 
to  China.    Mr.  Okakura  will  not  have  that 
at  any  price.    He  declares  that  the  fine  arts 
of  Japan  possess  characteristics  which  not 
only  are  idiosyncratic  but  also  transcend 
the  features  of  any  other  country's  art. 
We  find  some  difficulty  in  accepting  that 
as  an  accurate  expose  of  the  opinion  likely 
to  have  been  expressed  by  Mr.  Okakura, 
though  within  limits  we  are  ourselves  dis- 
posed to  agree  with  the  protest  ascribed 
to  him.     But  when  limits  are  spoken  of 
an  extensively  modifying  factor  is  intro- 
duced, and  room  is  made  for  immense 
divergence    of    view.     Ever    since  the 
days  of  that  most  earnest,  but  we  ven- 
ture to   think,   too   enthusiastic  student 
of  Japanese   art,  Mr.   FENOLLOSA,  there 
has  circulated  about  the  Arts  School  in 
Tokyo,  and  in  the  minds  of  the  men  to 
whom  it  owes  its  origin,  a  kind  of  ne-plus- 
ultra  atmosphere  viewed  through  which 
the  art  of  Japan  becomes  a  sort  of  empy- 
rean creation   to  whose  building  all  the 
gods  of  ideality,  refinement,  grace,  har- 
mony and  technique  have  contributed  their 
best  efforts.    Well,  after  all,  enthusiasm 
is  a  delightful  thing  and  so  is  emotionalism 
within  limits.    But  here  again  those  prosy 
limits  obtrude  themselves,  and  perhaps 
Mr.  Okakura  may  have  less  in  common 
with  the  ne-plus-ultra  school  than  the 


epitomizers  of  his  recent  lectures  lead  us 
to  believe.  At  all  events  he  does  not 
deny  that  Japan  imbibed  large  draughts 
from  the  Celestical  fount  of  art  in  ancient 
times,  but  he  claims  that  her  own  genius 
so  greatly  diluted  what  she  took  that  ere 
long  it  lost  all  visible  traces  of  its  origin 
and  assumed  an  almost  pure  Japanese  cha- 
racter. Had  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  neighbouring  empires  been  less  inter- 
rupted by  the  nine-pin-like  vicissitudes  of 
dynasties  in  the  one  and  the  restless  self- 
assertion  of  the  other,  the  arts  of  both 
might  have  coalesced  so  as  to  appear  to- 
day like  twins  rather  than  as  cousins  a 
thousand  times  removed.  But  the  dames 
at  the  distaff  ordered  things  differently, 
and,  on  the  whole,  humanity  has  reason  to 
be  grateful  to  them,  for  have  we  not  now 
two  arts  instead  one,  and  are  not  distinc- 
tive beanties  as  attractive  as  beautiful 
affinities  ?  Japan's  eclectic  genius  has 
never  been  denied,  but  Mr.  Okakura  now 
claims  that  her  adaptive  faculty  is  not 
less  highly  developed,  and  that  upon  every- 
thing borrowed  by  her  from  China  she  has 
impressed  her  own  individuality  to  the 
extent  of  almost  complete  metamorphosis. 
On  these  general  texts  many  a  sermon  of 
particulars  may  be  preached,  and  since  Mr. 
Okakura,  so  far  as  we  know,  is  the  first 
Japanese  who  has  carried  to  the  study  of 
Chinese  art  in  loco  a  full  equipment  of 
Japanese  and  Occidental  art  lore,  we 
anticipate  with  the  greatest  interest  the 
further  results  of  his  researches. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 


SILVER  AND  DRIFT. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — It  is  fortunate  lliat  in  their  complete  in- 
difference to  tlie  future  of  silver  the  foreign  mer- 
chants of  Japan  stand  alone  in  the  East.  There 
is  no  mistaking  the  attitude  of  India,  China,  and 
the  Straits,  and  the  last  appeal  of  the  China  Asso- 
ciation is  in  all  respects  to  be  commended. 

The  English  Bimetallic  League  are  making 
great  strides  every  year,  but  they  have  one  chief 
difficulty  to  contend  with,  and  it  will  be  very 
greatly  lessened  if  the  proposal  of  the  China  As- 
sociation is  taken  up  and  carried  through.  It  is 
impossible  to  find  more  than  a  few  men  in  Knglaud 
who  can  devite  the  necessary  time  to  this  question, 
and  who  are  also  capable  of  addressing  public 
meetings  and  raising  the  ideas  of  the  people  to  the 
level  of  the  discussion.  Such  men  aie  badly  want- 
ed, and  if  fiom  Japan  wS  can  send  a  capable 
delegate  and  put  him  at  the  disposal  of  the  Bime- 
tallic League,  he  will  be  eagerly  welcomed  and 
need  have  no  fear  that  his  talents  will  be  allowed 
to  rust. 

Such  a  burst  of  activity  is  perhaps  more  than 
can  reasonably  be  expected.  But  why  is  no 
memorial  sent  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce? 
Nowhere  is  the  prospective  decline  of  Btitish 
Commerce  more  clearly  seen  than  here  by  us  who 
ai e  witnessing  thebhthnf  industiies  which  must 
rapidly  grow  with  favouiing  exchange,  and  at 
maturity  will  stand  quite  beyond  the  reach  of 
British  competition.  It  is  only  an  instance  of  an 
undoubted  general  pi  inciple,  but  the  moral  will 
not  be  lost  upon  those  who  have  seen  our  Cotton 
industries  driven  by  an  appreciating  standard 
from  Lancashire  to  Bombay  and  now  hounded  by 
the  same  foicefrom  Bombay  to  Japan.  Not  in 
Cotton  alone  but  in  evety  kind  of  manufacture 
Japan  has  under  existing  conditions  the  means  of 
becoming  a  most  formidable,  if  not  indeed  an  in- 
vincible, competitor, 


No  steps  ate  taken,  and  I  believe  the  reason  to 
be  that  only  one  remedy  is  proposed,  and  our  mer- 
chants are  not  satisfied  that  the  remedy  is  practic- 
able. If  we  are  to  wail  until  they  have  made  up 
their  minds  upon  the  bimetallic  theory  which  has 
already  been  font  teen  years  before  them,  it  is 
clear  that  nothing  will  be  done.  It  ought  to  be 
sufficient  that  Bimetallism  has  the  sanction  of 
the  best  expert  economic  opinion  in  every  country 
of  the  world.  Beyond  that,  the  objections  com- 
monly appearing  in  the  Yokohama  Press  were 
long  ago  submitted  to  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  English  Royal  Commission,  probably  the  most 
poweiful  ever  constituted,  and  were  by  unanimous 
consent  pronounced  untenable.  The  majority  of  the 
Commissionei  s  are  in  favour  of  the  speedy  adoption 
of  Bimetallism  by  Great  Britain,  in  concert  with 
other  Powers,  and  objections  founded  onasupposed 
over-production  of  silver  or  an  alleged  conspiracy  of 
"filibustering"  Ametican  mine-owners  are  some- 
what out  of  dale  in  the  presence  of  authority  such 
as  I  have  named.  But  upon  that  issue  no  opinion 
is  required  from  Yokohama.  If  the  facts  are 
clearly  and  boldly  slated  it  can  be  left  to  others 
to  find  and  apply  the  remedy. 

In  conclusion  I  have  three  suggestions  to  offer, 

(i.)  That  a  strenuous  effort  be  made  to  furnish 
a  delegate  as  requested  by  the  China  Association. 

(2.)  That  the  Yokohama  Chamber  of  Commerce 
prepare  a  memotial  to  be  forwarded  to  England. 

(3.)  That  a  professor  of  the  Imperial  University 
be  requested  as  a  favour  to  deliver  a  lecture  or  a 
series  of  lectures  in  Yokohama,  illustrating  the 
theory  and  the  practical  working  of  Bimetallism. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  "  Y." 

March  6th,  1894. 


THE  YOKOHAMA  GENERAL 

CEMETERY. 
 +  

The  annual  general  meeting  of  those  interested 
in  the  Cemetery  was  held  in  Keil's  Building  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  to  receive  the  report  and 
statement  of  accounts  of  the  committee.  There 
were  present  Messrs.  James  Troup,  (in  the  chair), 
Jas.  Dodds,  H.  Graueit,  F.  Lowder,  A  O.  Gay, 
Geo.  H.  Allcock,  Rev.  E.  C.  Ii  wine,  J.  A.  Fiaser, 
N.  F.  Smith,  and  B.  Gillelt,  Hon.  Sec.  and  Tiea- 
suier. 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  not  trouble  those 
present  with  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting.  He 
proposed  that  they  take  the  minutes  as  published 
in  the  local  newspapers,  which  Mr.  Gillett  had 
entered  in  his  minutes. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  and  the  statement 
of  account  was  then  read  as  follows— 
report. 

The  Committee  of  the  Yokohama  General  Cemetery 
beg  to  lay  before  the  community  the  Annual  Report, 
and  Treasurer's  statement  of  account,  for  the  year 
which  ended  on  31st  December,  1893.  The  latter 
shows  a  credit  balance  of  $4,401.32.  Of  this  amount 
$4,200  is  on  fixed  deposit  with  the  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Bank,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

The  Treasurer's  statement  of  account,  calls  for  no 
special  observation  on  the  part  of  the  Committee. 

The  number  of  Interments  during  the  past  year  has 
been  36,  including  13  interments  of  seamen,  engaged 
on  board  vessels  lying  temporarily  in  the  harbour  ;  5  of 
visitors;  and  2  unclassifiable  ;  deducting  these  items, 
amounting  in  all  to  20  from  the  total  number,  there 
remain  16  (including  2  children  under  a  year  old)  as 
representing  the  number  of  interments  of  bona  fide 
resident  members  of  the  community  during  1893  as 
against  22  in  1892. 

The  foreign  population  of  Yokohama  (exclusive  of 
Chinese)  on  the  31st  December,  1893,  according  to 
returns  kindly  supplied  from  the  various  Consulates, 
was  1,611.  Taking  these  figures  as  a  basis  of  calcula- 
tion, and  16  as  representing  the  number  of  deaths,  we 
arrive  at  a  death-rate  for  Yokohama  of  9932  per 
mille  in  the  year  1893,  as  against  in 

1892.  1891.  1890.  1889, 

13.854           21.628           16.920           18.970;  or  say  16.261 

as  average  for  the  past  five  years. 

The  present  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  [as. 
Dodds  ;  J.  A.  Fraser,  H.  Grauert,  Rev.  E.  C.  Irwine, 
N.  F.  Smith,  and  B.  Gillett  beg  to  tender  their  re- 
signations. 

INTERMIENTS  IN  THE  YOKOHAMA  GENERAL  CEMETERY 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  3IST  DECEMBER,  1893. 


British   16  as  against  23  in  1892. 

American    7  as  against  6  in  1892, 

French    3  as  against  3  in  1892. 

German    4  as  against  o  in  1892. 

Austrian   1  as  against  1  in  189a. 

Russian    o  as  against  a  in  1891. 

Portuguese   0  as  against  2  in  1892. 

Spanish    a  as  against  21111892. 

Norwegian    1  as  against  0  in  1892. 

Dutch   2  as  against  0  in  1892. 

Total   36  at  against  39  in  1891. 

1891.      1890.      1S89.      1888.      1887.  1886. 
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Thii  Vokohama  Gknekal  Chmutkry 
In  Account  with  B.  Gillutt,  Hon.  TrbasBRBR 
kor  the  Year  ending  31ST  Dkcbmiiur,  1893. 
Dr. 

To  M.  |»rm:iin  for  Salary  II  months   $  tjo.oo 

To  Labour  account,  1 1  months   178.80  398.80 

To  R|>A1M> 

To  New  Post  and  Tarring  fence   Jia8 

To  Superintendent's  Lodge    9.50 

To  Piloting  Lodges  and  Gates    J7.oo 

To  Sundries   >3.*S 

11-4$ 

To  New  Steps  in  Cemetery    41.00  na.43 

To  Laying  out  New  (".round.  Making-iip 

Banks,  Turfing  Graves,  &c   11.38 

To  Tools    S-io 

To  Hooks,  Stationery,  Advertisements,  &c.  5.35 

To  Postages  Mid  Sundries   1  49 

To  Fire  Insurance  on  Buildings   6.00 

To  amount  on  fixed  deposit  with  the  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Bank  at  5  per  cent.  4,200.00 

To  balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer  on 

31st  December,  1893   $  101.3a    f  4.401.33 

$  4.943.77 

Cr. 

By  Balance  brought  down  from  previous 

account  31st  December,  1891   $  3,669. 57 

By  Interment  fees  12  months      $  480.00 

By  Fees  for  erecting  Stones  and  enclosing 

Graves    51500 

By  Fees  received  for  Reserved  lots   64-70 

By  Exhuming  fees   17.50 

By  Fees  received  for  Certificates   4.00 

By  Sale  of  Old  Tree    3-oo  1,094.20 

$  4.763-77 

By  11  months'  interest  received  from  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Bank  35th  March, 
1893,  on  53,600  fixed  deposit  at  5  per 
cent   180.00 

$  4.943-77 

Jan.  ISC,  1894.   

By  Balance  brought  down    $  4,401.32 

Dependencies  31st  December,  1893. 
Interment  Fee  outstanding,  since  received.  §  15.00 

Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank  Interest  on 

$3,800  due  ajth  March,  5  per  cent   $  190.00 

Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank  Interest  on 

{400  due  17th  October,  5  per  cent   ao.oo  310.00 

$  225.00 

E.  &  O.  E.   

Yokohama,  January  1st,  1894. 

B.  Gillett,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
I  have  examined  this  account,  with  the  vouchers  relating 
thereto,  and  find  the  same  correct.  H.  W.  Bill. 

The  Chairman  remaiked  that  tlie  most  con- 
spicuous matter  was  tlie  large  increase  of  tlie 
balance  in  liand  and  decrease  of  (lie  death-rale  as 
compared  with  last  year.  If  any  of  those  present 
had  any  questions  to  ask,  the  Committee  would  be 
glad  to  answer  them. 

There  being  no  questions,  Mr.  Allcock  pro- 
posed, and  Mr.  Lowder  seconded,  the  passing  of 
the  Report  and  Statement  of  Account,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Chairman  then  announced  that  the  next 
business  was  tlie  election  of  a  Committee  for  the 
coming  year.  The  present  Committee  had  ten- 
dered their  resignations,  but  they  were  eligible  for 
re-election.  As  all  were  present  he  would  suggest 
that  they  be  asked  to  serve  again. 

Mr.  Gay  proposed,  and  Mr.  Allcock  seconded, 
that  the  present  Committee  be  asked  to  serve 
another  year. 

The  Chairman  was  sure  all  must  be  greally 
satisfied  with  the  way  the  Cemetery  had  been  kept, 
for  which  their  thanks  were  due  to  the  Committee, 
but  more  particularly  to  Mr.  Gillett,  who  practically 
had  carried  out  everything.  They  owed  much  to 
him  for  keeping  the  Cemetery  in  such  good  order 
for  which  the  thanks  of  the  community  were  due  Io 
him,  and  he  would  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
retiring  Committee  and  to  Mr.  Gillett  in  particular. 

Mr.  Gay,  in  seconding  the  proposition,  remaik- 
ed that  a  great  deal  was  due  to  Mr.  Gillett  for  his 
labours  on  behalf  of  a  very  important  institution. 
They  were  very  much  indebted  to  him  for  the 
pains  he  took. 

The  motion  was  carried  nem  con. 

Mr.  Gillett,  in  returning  thanks  for  the  Com- 
mittee and  himself,  remaiked  that  he  look  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  cemetery. 
When  called  upon  for  assistance  the  Committee  had 
always  been  leady  lo  give  their  advice  and  help, 
for  which  he  thanked  them, 

Mr.  Allcock  raised  the  question  as  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Cemetery.  He  understood  the  Japan- 
ese Government  had  undertaken  to  provide  ground 
and  wished  to  know  whether  they  had  made  any 
movement  in  the  matter. 

The  Chairman  said  this  question  had  been  dis- 
cussed at  the  last  meeting,  when  it  was  decided 
that  there  was  room  for  another  eight  or  ten  years. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chair,  was  carried 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Gillett,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Fraser. 


L  UTTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(Prom  our  own  Corrbspqndbnt). 

Chicago,  February  rath, 

Mr.  Peicival   Lowell  is  to  deliver  a  course  of 
six    lectures  on    "Japanese  Occultism"  before 
ihe  Lowell  Institute.      His   subjects  are  "  Rso 
lei  ic  Shinto,"  "  Miracles,"  "  Incarnations,"  "  Pil 
gi  images  and  Pilgrim  Clubs,"  "  The  Goliei,"  and 
"  Personality  and  Possession." 

Seven  young  Japanese  were  baptized  the  othei 
Sunday  evening  at  the  Howson  Place  Baptist 
Church,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

The  Inter-Ocean  tlie  other  morning  contained  a 
long  interview,  on  the  subject  of  missionary  woi  k 
in  Japan,  with  the  Misses  Bnickhart  and  Pratt, 
from  Yokohama. 

The  Biological  Club  of  the  University  of  Chicago 
is  to  listen  on  Wednesday  evening  to  a  paper  on 
"Protoplasmic  Movement,"  by  Dr.  S.  Watase. 

On  the  6th  insl.  Judge  Anderson,  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  Court  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  granted 
final  naturalization  papers  lo  Quon  Loy,  who  thus 
becomes  a  full-fledged  American  citizen. 

The  Federal  House  of  Representatives,  by  a 
vote  of  179  to  57,  passed  the  McCreary  lesolution 
condemning  ex-Minister  Stevens  and  indorsing 
the  policy  of  the  President  in  Hawaiian  affairs. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Iowa  Legislature  has  pass- 
ed a  resolution  of  greeting  to  the  new  Republic 
of  Hawaii.  Last  evening  Hawaiian  Minister 
Thurston  addressed  a  large  audience  in  a  Me- 
thodist Church  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  "  Hawaii 
and  its  Future." 

The  latest  news  from  Hawaii  is  rather  interest- 
ing. Some  of  the  suppoi  lei  s  of  the  ex  Oueen  are 
said  to  have  been  shocked  when  they  heard  that 
she  wished  to  behead  the  leaders  of  the  uprising, 
and  to  have  rigorously  condemned  her  desire  for 
blood.  One  "intelligent  royalist"  said  that 
these  utterances  of  the  Queen  had  put  her  re- 
storation entirely  out  of  the  question,"  and  that 
"  he  believed  that  a  compromise  might  be  hoped 
for  wilh  Kaiulani."  Theopliilus  Davis,  of  course, 
is  working  and  hoping  for  that  denouement.  On 
the  31st  tilt.  H,  N.  Castle,  editor  of  the  Advertiser, 
having  refused  to  apologize  to  Paul  Neumann  for 
editorial  utterances  concerning  "tiouble  in  the 
royalist  camp  "  between  Wilson  and  Neumann, 
was  assaulted  by  the  latter  and  slightly  injured. 

Day  before  yesterday  all  documents  and  argu- 
ments in  re  the  boundary  dispute  between  Brazil 
and  Argentina  were  submitted  to  President  Cleve 
land  for  arbitration. 

On  the  8th  instant  President  Peixoto,  of  Brazil, 
issued  a  decree  ordering  an  election  for  President 
and  Members  of  Congress  to  be  held  on  March 
1st.  The  constitutional  party  will  put  Senor 
Prudente  Moraes  in  nomination  for  ihe  Presi- 
dency, for  which  Peixoto  refuses  to  be  a  candidate. 
A  sensational  report  from  Buenos  Ayres  says 
that  this  proclamation  was  issued  only  after 
Peixoto  had  discovered  a  wide-spread  plot  to  as- 
sassinate him.  On  the  loth,  there  was  an  engage- 
ment between  the  insurgents  and  the  government 
troops  at  Nichlheroy  ;  this  resulted  in  a  repulse  of 
the  former.  Four  citizens  of  Rio  were  killed  dur- 
ing the  bombardment. 

The  old  warship  Kearsarge,  famous  for  its 
glorious  victory  over  the  Confederate  privateer 
Alabama,  was  wrecked  on  February  2nd  on  Ron- 
cador  reef,  off  the  coast  of  Central  America.  She 
was  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Stanton,  and  was 
on  her  way  to  Nicaragua.  The  steamer  City  of 
Para  has  left  Colon  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
and  crew.- 

The  House  of  Representatives  first,  and  then 
the  Senate,  passed,  and  the  President  has  signed, 
the  bill  repealing  all  Federal  laws  regulating  the 
control  of  Congressional  elections.  Thus  another 
heavy  relic  of  the  "  reconstruction  period  "  has 
disappeared. 

Secretary  Carlisle  has  sent  to  Ihe  Senate  the 
names  of  the  successful  bidders  for  the  new  bonds, 
which  are  to  be  paid  for  only  in  gold  or  gold 
certificates. 

A.  J.  McLaurin,  of  Rankin  County,  Miss.,  lias 
been  elected  to  the  U.S.  Senate  in  place  of  Wal- 
thall, resigned. 

Two  special  Congressional  elections  were  re- 
cently held  in  New  York  City,  and  resulted  dis- 
astrously lo  the  Democrats.  The  vacancies  were 
caused  by  the  resignations  of  Fitch  and  Fellows, 
lately  elected  to  municipal  offices.  In  one  district, 
Isador  Strauss,  the  Democratic  candidate,  was 
elected  by  a  largely  reduced  majority  ;  in  the  other 
district,  the  Republican  candidate,  Gen.  Lemuel 
E'  Q"'gg.  an  editorial  writer  for  the  Tribune, 
changed  a  former  Democratic  majoiity  of  8,82s  10 
a  Republican  majoiity  of  984.  An  off-year  elec- 
tion may,  or  may  not,  have  any  significance. 

Congressman  VVilson,  author  of  the  tariff  bill 


now  before  the  Satiate,  has  been  compelled  lo  lake 
a  liiplo  Mexico  for  recuperation  alter  the  cam- 
paign in  the  House  of  Repi  esenlalives. 

The  renowned  evangelist,  Dwight  I..  Moody, 
has  been  forced  on  account  of  heart  (rouble,  to 
retire  temporarily  from  active  woik. 

Kx  Congiessmau  A.  H.  Buckner,  of  Missouti, 
and  Congressman  Geoi^e  W.  liouk,  of  Ohio,  are 
the  most  prominent  names  in  the  recent  obituary 
recoi  ds. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Kansas  has  decided  that 
Governor  Lewelliug  did  1101  have  the  power  lo  re- 
move Mr. Lease  from  ihe  Stale  Board  of  Charities. 

Piesident  Cleveland  has  appointed  Gen.  Joseph 
O.  Shelly  ("  Old  Joe  "),  the  famous  Confederate 
officer,  as  U.  S.  Marshal  for  ihe  Western  District 
of  Missouri, 

The  Civic  Federation  of  this  cily  has  received 
a  charier  from  the  Slate,  and  will  at  once  begin 
its  work.    The  objects  aie  stated  as  follows: — 

"  The  formation  of  a  non-political,  non-sectarian 
association  embracing  all  the  elements  now  labour- 
ing to  advance  the  municipal,  philanthropic,  in- 
dustrial, moral  interests  of  Chicago  ;  to  serve  as 
a  medium  to  bring  the  people  of  the  different 
divisions  of  the  city  together,  people  of  different 
vocations,  nationalities,  creeds,  and  those  having 
no  creeds,  who  are  desirous  of  bettering  municipal 
conditions  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  city 
and  to  augment  agencies  and  their  efficiency,  to 
discover  and  correct  municipal  abuses,  and  to  se- 
parate municipal  issues  from  State  and  national 
politics." 

A  novel  departure  in  the  labour  movement  will 
be  watched  with  the  deepest  interest  by  all.  It 
takes  the  shape  of  a  "  Modern  Church,"  organiz- 
ed and  managed  by  the  "  labouring  classes 
alone."  It  had  its  first  meeting  yesterday  afternoon 
in  Bricklayer's  Hall,  where  600  men  and  women 
were  assembled  to  hear  Rev.  Jenkin  Lloyd  Jones. 
This  church  is  non-sectarian,  and  will  enjoy  the 
ministrations,  in  turn,  of  the  best  preachers  of  all 
denominations. 

The  Russian  Prince  Galatzin,  who,  on  his 
journey  around  the  world,  came  fiom  Japan  to  this 
country  last  October,  has  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Salvation  Army;  and,  giving  up  wealth  and 
honour,  will  labour  in  Siberia. 

Tne  veteran  General  O.  O.  Howard,  the 
'*  Christian  of  the  Yankee  Army,"  "  Havelock  of 
America,"  having  reached  the  age  limit  of  64,  will 
soon  be  retired  from  service. 

It  is  reported  that  Professor  Frank  P.  Barnard, 
"the  wizard  of  Lick  Observatory,"  is  to  become 
professor  of  astronomy  in  the  University  of 
Chicago,  and  will  thus  have  the  honour  of  "com- 
manding "  the  great  Yerkes  telescope  at  Lake 
Geneva. 

Last  week's  report  of  R.  G.  Dun  and  Co.  told  of 
only  a  small  actual  gain  in  business,  though  im- 
provement appeared  "  in  many  directions." 

After  another  short  respite,  winter  is  upon  us 
again  with  unusual  violence.  As  I  write,  it  is 
snowing  and  blowing  hard  ;  and  from  all  over  the 
Northwest  the  paper  brings  reports  of  heavy 
storms,  cyclones,  and  blizzards,  with  bitterly  cold 
weather.  This  change  will  prove  disastrous  to  the 
poor,  and  will  render  all  the  more  necessary  active 
charitable  work. 

There  have  recently  been  six  attempts  to  destroy 
by  fire  buildings  of  the  World's  Fair  ;  but  only  one 
was  at  all  successful.  This  caused  quite  a  little 
damage  in  the  Agricultural  Building.  It  is  difficult 
to  fathom  the  motive  which  leads  to  the  attempted 
destruction  of  these  beautiful  palaces.  As  no 
profit  or  advantage  can  accrue  to  any  one  by 
burning  them,  while,  in  the  future,  demolition 
would  give  wotk  to  many,  the  cause  seems  lo  be 
sheer  deviltry. 

Il  is  quite  probable  that  the  stock-holders  in  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  will  receive  a  divi- 
dend of  ten  (10)  per  centum. 

The  date  for  closing  ihe  Midwinter  Fair  at  San 
Fiancisco  has  been  postponed  till  July  31st.  This 
will  make  a  "  Mid-summer  Fair  of  it !" 

The  defence  in  the  Coughlin  case  have  finished 
their  direct  testimony  ;  and  the  prosecution  have 
begun  their  rebuttal. 

This  is  Lincoln's  Birthday,  and  is,  by  vote  of 
ihe  City  Council,  a  holiday  which  we  are  enjoying, 
"  snowed  in  "  at  home. 

The  coupon  business  is  being  overworked  by 
the  newspapers  of  this  country,  but  is  quite  con- 
venient for  the  patrons.  Until  yesterday  the  Inter- 
Ocean  of  this  city  was  running  eight  different  cou- 
pons, a  certain  number  of  which,  together  with  10 
or  15  cents  in  stamps  or  coins  would  secure  some 
valuable  article.  The  newspaper  has  contained 
every  morning  a  "coupon  directory,"  giving  the 
page  on  which  each  coupon  could  be  found. 

The  following  letter,  which  I  received  the  other 
day,  illustrates  the  ingenuity  of  the  advertising 
schemes  of  merchants  :-— 
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My  own  Darling—  ■>  our  very  welcome  letter  to  hand,  and  I  will 
b- delighted  to  have  you  call  to-morrow  at  the  time  specified. 
After  your  departure  Saturday  evening,  I  found  you  had  orop- 
ped  a  Haberdasher  Bill;  curiosity  suggested  looking  over  the 
same,  when  I  noticed  among  other  items,  a  charge  of  $2.25, 
for  a  pair  of  men's  glove<.  „  , 

In  as  much  as  you  have  been  preaching  "  Economy  ana 
complaining  of  "hard  limes,"  lam  going  to  give  you  a  little 
pninter  on  this  same  subject. 

My  brother  Arthur  has  been  wearing  what  I  consider  as  nne 
gloves  as  any  ever  made  ;  he  informs  me  that  the  price  is  It. 50 
per  pair,  and'they  can  be  had  at  almost  any  reliable  "J*1"5-  „ 

The  fasteners  bear  the  inscription  "Adlers  N.  Y.  M?k^\ 
Now,  dear,  do  not  lake  offence  at  ihy  reminding  yon  ot  this 
opportunity  to  "  practise  "  what  you  "preach"  and  remember 
that  the  interest  I  take  in  your  welfare,  prompts  me  to  write  as 
I  do,  and  should  be  an  excuse  for  what  may  seem  an  impertinence. 

Hoping  this  finds  you  enjoying  the  best  of  health,  and  that 
you  will  nut  disappoint  me  to-morrow  evening.  tcN,M,p 
1  am  as  ever  with  love  yours  devotedly,  J  fcismt. 

One  gentleman,  who  got  inio  trouble  with  his 
wife  over  such  a  letter  as  this,  has  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  Post-office  Department. 


MR.  GLADSTONE'S  CAREER. 


The   Right   Hon.  William   Ewart  Gladstone, 
M.P.  for  Midolhian,  says  Men  of  the  Tune,  is 
ihe    fourth  son  of  the  late    Sir  John  Gladstone, 
Bart.,    of   Fasque,    County   Kincardine,  N.B.,  a 
once   well-known    merchant   of    Liverpool.  He 
was  born  at  Liverpool   on  Dec.   29,    1809,  and 
educated  at  Eton  a*d  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
of  which  he  was  nominated  a  student  in  1829, 
and   graduated,  talcing  a   double   first   class,  in 
Michaelmas    term,    1831.     Having    spent  some 
lime  in  a  continental  tour,  he  was  returned  at  the 
general  election  in  Dec.  1832,  in  the  Conservative 
interest  for  Newaik,  and  entered  Parliament  just 
as  the  struggle  of  parties  was  at  its  height.  On 
]an.  25,  1833,  he  entered  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  when 
he  had  been  a  member  for  six  years  and  three 
months,  petitioned  to  have  his  name  removed  from 
the  books  of  the  Society,  on  the  ground  of  his  hav- 
ing given  up  his  intention  of  being  called  to  the 
bar.    In  the  House  of  Commons,  his  mercantile 
origin,  the  success  of  his  university  career,  his 
habits  of  business,  and  his  high  character,  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  who, 
in  Dec.  1834,  appointed  him  to  a  junior  Lordship 
of  the  Treasury,  and  in  Feb.,  1835,  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Colonial  affairs.     Mr.  Gladstone  retired 
from  office,  with  his  ministerial  leader,  in  Apid, 
and  lemained  in  Opposition  until  Sir  Robert  Peel's 
return  to  power   in   Sept.,   1841.    On  accepting 
office  under  Sir  Robeit  Peel,  in   1841,  as  Vice- 
Piesident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Master  of  the 
Mint,  Mr.  Gladstone  was  sworn  a  member  of  the 
Privy  Council.     In  his  new  position  he  had  to 
explain  and  defend  in  the  Lower  House  of  Pailia- 
menl  the  commercial  policy  of  the  Government; 
and  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  he  had  whatever 
advantage  his  mercantile  origin  and  connection 
could  give  him.     The  revision  of  the  tariff  in  1842 
was    almost   entirely    the    result   of  his  energy 
and   industry.     When  this  labourious   work  was 
brought  before  the   House  of  Commons,  it  was 
found  to  be  as  admirably  exculed  in  iis  details 
at    it    was    complete   in    its    mastery    of  gene- 
ral  principles,  and    it  received   the  sanction  o' 
both  Houses  with  scarcely  an  alteration.    In  1843 
Mr.  Gladstone  succeeded  the  Earl  of  Ripon  as 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  resigned  that 
office  ea.ly  ill   1845.    In  Jan.,  1846,  Sir  Robert 
Peel  announced  his  intention  of  proposing  a  modi 
fication  of  the  Corn  Laws.     Mr.  Gladstone,  who 
had  succeeded   L01  d  Stanley   (the  lale   Earl  o 
Dei  by)  in  the  post  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  adhered  to  the  leader  under  whom  he  had 
entered  upon  minisiei  ial  life  ;  but,  possibly,  unwil- 
ling to  remain  under  obligations  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  who  sympaihised  strongly  with  ihe 
Opposition  paily,  resigned  his  seat  for  Newaik 
and  remained  for  some  time  -out  of  Parliament 
At  the  general  election  in  Aug.,  1847,  he  was,  witl 
the  late  Sir  Robeit  Hany  Inglis,  elected  for  the 
University  of  Oxford.    In  the  Parliament  of  1847- 
52,  the  questions  of  University   Reform  and  the 
removal  of  Jewish  disabilities  were  frequently  and 
earnestly  agitated  in  the  Lower  House.  Though 
Mr.  Gladsloue's  eai  ly  sympalhies  no  doubt  bound 
him  strongly  to  the  High  Church  and  Tory  Paity, 
yet  lie  fell  that  on  both  these  points  the  exigencies 
of  the  limes  11-quired  that  some  concessions  should 
be  made.     He  consequently   found   himself  fie 
quently  opposed  10  his  former  ft iends,  and  even 
lually  sepaiated  himself  from  Ihe  great  body  of 
the  Conservative  parly,  in  Feb.,  1851.^  At  the 
general  election  in  July  following,  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  re-elected  (or  ihe  University  of  Oxford,  but 
not  without  a  severe  contest.     On  the  formation 
of  what  is  generally  known  as  the  "  Coalition" 
ministry,  under  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  in  Dec, 
1852,  Mr.  Gladstone  was  appointed  to  the  Chan- 
cellorship of  the  Exchequer,  in  which  office,  the 
ihoiough    knowledge  of  finance   which   he  had 
acquit  ed  in  former  life,  and  had  tested  by  prac- 
tical experience  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  proved 


of  the  greatest  assistance  lo  the  minstry,  Aftet 
the  breaking  up  of  the  Aberdeen  administration, 
or  lather,  on  its  reconstruction  under  Lord  Pal- 
merston  at  the  beginning  of  1S55,  Mr.  Gladstone 
at  fiisl  continued  lo  occupy  the  same  post,  but  he 
resigned  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  on  finding 
ibat  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  ministry  collec- 
tively lo  oppose  the  vole  of  censure  implied  in  ihe 
resolution  of  Mr.  Roebuck,  in  favour  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  inquiry  into  the  stale 
of  the  Biitish  anny  befoie  Sevastopol,  and  the 
causes  of  ils  sufferings.     For  some  time  Mi .  Glad- 
stone, who  held  no  public  office,  gave  Lot  d  Pal- 
mersloil's  ministry  an  independent  suppoi  t.  In 
the  winter  ol    1858-9  he  accepted,   under  Lord 
Derby's  second  cabinet,  a  special  mission  to  the 
Ionian  Islands,  to  arrange  certain  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  in  the  administiation  of  that  depend 
ency ;  and  in  June,  1859,  resumed  office  under 
Lord  Palmerstou  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
In  ill  is  capacity  lie  was  mainly  instrumental  in 
repealing  the  paper  duty,  and  in  promoting  the 
negotiations  conducted    by   Mr.  Cobden,  which 
resulted  in  the  commercial  treaty  between  this 
country  and    France.      Mr.   Gladstone,  though 
originally  very  jealous  of  any  intervention  on  the 
part  of  the  State  in  the  matter  of  University  Re- 
form, lent  the  Government  from  time  to  time  veiy 
valuable  assistance,  by  supporting  the  suggestions 
of  the  Oxford  University  Commissioners,  through 
his  extensive  personal  and  official  influence  with 
the  authorities  of  Oxford  as  one  of  the  repi  esenta- 
tives  of  that  university  in  Parliament.  Besides 
being  eminent  as  a   statesman,    Mr.  Gladstone 
had  acquired  celebrity  as  an  author.     His  first 
work,  a  treatise  entitled  "  The  Stale  in  ils  Rela- 
tions with  ihe  Church,"  published   in    1838  (4th 
edition    enlarged,  2  vols.,  1841),   and  followed, 
in  1841,  by  his  "Church   Piinciples  considered 
in  their  Results,"  stamped  him,    while    still  a 
young  man,  as  a  deep  and  oiiginal  thinker.  Hr 
views  on  these  subjects,  as  they  are  unfolded  i 
these  treatises,  had,  we  need  scarcely  say,  been 
formed  and  moulded  by  the  education  and  asso- 
ciations of  Oxford,  to  which  university  they  are 
dedicated  as  the  first-fruits  of  her  teaching  and 
training.    Soon'  after  their  appeal  ance,  they  were 
thought  worthy  of  a  long  and  elaborate  criticism 
by  Ihe  late  Lord  Macaulay  in  the  pages  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review.    Mr.  Gladstone's  "  Remarks 
on  Recent  Commercial  Legislation,"  published  in 
1845,  while  the  country  was  on  the  eve  of  an  im- 
portant change  in  her  commercial  system,  were 
intended  to  pave  the  way  for  the  extensive  modi- 
fication in  ihe  restrictions  on  commerce  imposed 
by  the  corn  laws,  and  contain  an  able  and  com- 
prehensive summary  of  the  beneficial  results  of  the 
tariff  of  1842.    In  1851  he  published  a  work  of  a 
different  kind,  which  created  considerable  interest 
both  at  home  and  abroad.    During  a  visit  to 
Naples  in  the  previous  year,  he  learned  that  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  that  place,  who  had 
formed    the    "Opposition"    in    the  Neapolitan 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  were  exiled  01  imprisoned 
by  King  Ferdinand,  and  that  (it  is  said)  above 
20,000  of  his  subjects  had  been  thrown  into  piison 
on' a  charge  of  political  disaffection.  Having 
asceitained  the  truth  of  these  statements,  Mr. 
Gladstone  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  urging 
his  interposition  on  their  behalf;  and  that  noble 
lord's  remonstrances  proving  ineffectual,  he  pub- 
lished an  indignant  letter  on  the  subject  of  the 
state  prosecutions  at  Naples,  which  was  translated 
into  several  foreign  languages,  and  was  sent  by 
Lord  Palmerstou  to  our  ambassadors  and  minis- 
ters 011   the  Continent,  with  ordeis  10  forward 
copies  of  it  to  their  respective  courts.    In  1858  he 
published  an  elaborate  woik  on  Homer  ("Studies 
on  Homer  and  the  Homeric  Age,"  3  vols.),  and  in 
July,  1861,  he  was  solicited  to  become  a  candidate, 
in  the  Liberal  interest,  for  South  Lancashire,  but 
refused  to  forsake  his  former  constituents.  Hav- 
ing been  rejected  by  th«  University  of  Oxford  at 
the  general  election  in  July,  1865,  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  returned,  being  third  on  the  poll,  for  South 
Lancashire.    After  the  death  of  Lord  Palmerstou. 
he  became  leader  of  the    House  of  Commons, 
retaining  the  Chancellorship  of  the  Exchequer  in 
Lord  Russell's  second  administration.     Early  in 
the  session  of  1866  he  brought  in  a  Reform  Bill, 
and  a  motion  in  committee  having  been  carried, 
June  18,  against  the  Government  by  eleven  votes, 
Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  colleagues  resigned.  The 
divisions  in  the  Liberal  ranks  prevented  him  from 
defeating  Mr.  Disraeli's  Reform  Bill,  which  he 
strenuously  opposed.    In  the  early  part  of  the 
session  of  1868,  Mr.  Gladstone  brought  forward 
and  passed  through  the  House  of  Commons  a 
senes  of  resolutions,  having  for  their  object  the 
disestablishment  and  disendowment  of  the  Iiish 
Church.    These  resolutions  were  the  basis  of  the 
Irish  Church  Suspensory  Bill,  which,  on   May  22, 
was  read  a  second  time  in  the  Lower  House  by 
312  votes  to  258,  but  was  soon  afterwards  rejected 


in  (he  House  of  Peeis  by  a  majority  of  95.  At 
the  general  election  of  1868  Mr.  Gladstone  stood 
as  one  of  ihe  candidates  for  South-west  Lanca- 
shire.   After  a  fierce  contest,  the  result  of  which 
excited  ihe  most  intense  interest  throughout  the 
countiy,  he  was  defeated  ;  bul  this  defeat  did  not 
exclude  him  fiom  the  House  of  Commons,  as  in 
anticipation    of  such   an    event,   the    electors  of 
Greenwich  had,  a  few  days  pieviously,  returned 
him  by  a  laige  majority,  as  one  of  the  members 
for   that   borough.     On   the   resignation   of  Mr. 
Disraeli's  Ministry  in  Dec,  1868,  Mr.  Gladstone 
succeeded  that  statesman  as   Fiist  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.     The  pi  incipal  events  of  his  admin- 
istration were   the    passing  of  the  Irish  Church 
Disestablishment  Act  (1869),  of  the  Iiish  Land 
Act   (1870),  and  of  the   Elementary  Education 
Act   (1870);    the    abolition   of    Purchase  in  the 
Army  by  the  exeicise  of  the  Royal  Prerogative, 
in  consequence  of  an  ad  vei  se  vote  by  I  he  Hons  e 
of  Lords  on  the  Army  Regulation  Bill,(l87l)  ;  the 
negotiation  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  respect- 
iug  the  Alabama  Claims  (1871);  the  passing  of 
the  Ballot  Act  (1872)  ;  and  the  Judicature  Act 
(1873).     The  principal  measure  proposed  by  the 
Government  in  the  session  of  1873,  was  the  Uni- 
versity Education  (Iieland)   Bill,  which  was  op- 
posed by    the   Roman  Catholic  members,  who, 
voting  on  this  occasion  with  the  Conservatives, 
caused  the  rejection  of  the  Bill    by  287  voles 
against  284  (Maich  11).      Upon  this  Mr.  Glad- 
stone tendered  his  resignation  lo  Her  Majesty, 
and  Mr.  Disraeli  was  sent  for  ;  but  as  he  declined 
to  take  office,  Mr.  Gladstone,  though  with  reluc- 
tance, undertook  (March  16)  to  reconsti net  the 
cabinet.    Ill  August,  1873,  immediately  after  the 
close  of  ihe  session,  the  cabinet  was  considerably 
remodelled,  Mr.  Gladstone  assuming  ihe  Chancel- 
lorship of  the  Exchequer,  in  addition  to  his  office 
of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.    On  Jan.  24,  1874, 
a  fortnight  befoie  both  Houses  were  to  have  met 
for  the  despatch  of  public  business,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone took  everybody  by  surprise  by  announcing 
the  immediate    dissolution    of  Parliament,  and 
issuing  his  address  to  his  constituents  at  Green- 
wich, in  which  he  promised  to  abolish  the  Income 
Tax.     At  the  general  election  which  ensued,  the 
votes  were,  for  the  first  time,  taken  by  seciel 
ballot.     The  lesull    proved  most    disastious  to 
the   Liberal   parly.     The  returns,  completed  on 
Feb.  27,  showed  that  351  Conservatives  had  been 
elected  and  302  Liberals  inclusive  of  the  Home 
Rulers,  who  in  point  of  fact,  declined  to  identify 
themselves  with  either  of  the  old  political  pailies. 
Mr.  Gladstone  at  once  resigned,  and  Mr.  Disraeli 
became  Piime  Minister.    In  the  session  of  1874, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  had  been  re-elected  for  Green- 
wich, was  rarely  to  be  seen  in  his  place  in  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  but  at  its  close  he  offered  a  persistent 
opposition  to  the  Public  Worship  Regulation  Bill. 
Even  amid  the  turmoil  of  political  life,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone had  devoted  a  portion  of  his  lime  lo  litera- 
ture.   His  "  Ecce   Homo,"  reprinted  from  Good. 
Words,  appeared  in  1868;  a  pamphlet  on  the  Iiish 
Church  question,  entitled  "  A  Chapter  of  Auto- 
biography," was  published  Nov.  23,  1868  ;  and 
"Juvenilis  Miiifdi  :  the   Gods  and  Men  of  the 
Heroic  Age,"  in  1869.    After  his  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  Public  Woiship 
Regulation  Act ,  he  conti  ibuted  to  the  Contempor- 
ary Review  for  Ocl.  1875,  an  article  on  "  Ritual- 
ism," which  gave  rise  to  an  animated  controversy. 
In  it  he  asserted  that  "  Rome  had  substituted  for 
the    proud    boast  of  semper  eadem  a   policy  of 
violence  and  change  in  faith,"  that  she  "  had  re- 
furbished and  paraded  anew  every  tiusty  tool  she 
was  fondly  thought  to  have  disused,"  that  "  no 
one  could  become  her  conveit  without  renouncing 
his  moral  and  mental  freedom,  and  placing  his 
civil  loyalty  and  duty  at  the  mercy  of  another," 
and  that  "she  had  equally  repudiated  modern 
thought  and  anciety  history."    Challenged  by  his 
Roman  Catholic  friends  lo  substantiate  these  giave 
chaiges,  Mr.  Gladstone  published  (Nov.  7,  1874) 
a  bulky  pamphlet  entitled  "The  Vatican  Deciees 
in  their  bearing  on  Civil  Allegiance  :  a  Political 
Expostulation,"  which  elicited  numerous  elaborate 
replies    from  Mgi.  Capel,    Dr.  Newman,  Arch- 
bishop Manning,  and  other  latedistinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic, Church,  Mr.  Gladstone's 
reply  to  his  opponents,  published  Feb.  24,  1875, 
is  entitled    "  Vaticanism  ;  an  Answer  to  Replies 
and  Reproofs."    Mr.  Gladstone  followed  up  his 
attacks  on  the  RomanCatholic  Church  in  an  article 
on  "The  Speeches  of  Pins  IX."  in  the  Quarterly 
Review  for  Jan.,  1875.    On  Jan.  13,  1875,  three 
weeks  befoie  ihe  assembling  of  Pailiament,  Mr. 
Gladstone  announced  in  a  letter  to  Eail  Granville, 
his  determination  to  retire  from  the  leadership  of 
the  Liberal  parly.    "At  the  age  of  sixty-five," 
he  remarked,  "  and  after  forty-two  years   of  a 
labourious  public  life,  I  think  myself  entitled  to 
retire  on  the  present  opportunity.     This  retire- 
ment is  dictated  to  me  by  my  personal  views  as  to 
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the  best  method  of  spending  the  closing  years  ol 

my  life."   Soon  afterward*  Ota  Marquis  of  Hait- 

ington  was  chosen  hy  the  Liberal  party  to  he  Iheii 
leader  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Subsequently, 
however,  Mr.  Gladstone  constantly  look  pait  in 
the  discussions  of  that  assembly.     In   1876  he 
published  "  Homeric  Synchronism  :   .in  Inquiry 
into  the  Time  and  Place  of  Homer,"  and  on  Sept. 
6  ill  the  same  year  appealed  his  famous  pamphlet 
on  "  Bulgarian  Horrors  and  the  Question  of  the 
East."    It  was  followed  (Match  13,  1877)  by  an 
other  pamphlet,  entitled  "Lessons  in  Massacre, 
an  Exposition  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Poite  in  and 
about  Bulgaria  since  May,  1876."  Mr.  Gladstone 
look  an  active  part  in  the  agitation  respecting  the 
massacres  in  Bulgaria,  and  strenuously  opposed, 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  the  policy  of  the 
Conservative  Government,  which  resulted  in  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin  and  the  signing  of  the  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention.    In  the  autumn  of  1877  (Oct. 
17 — Nov.  12)  he  paid  a  visit  to  Ireland,  and  was 
presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 
On   Nov.   15  in  that  year  he  was  elected  Lord 
Rector  of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  succeeding 
Lord  Beaconsfield.    Mr.  Gladstone  sent  a  letter 
to  the  president  of  the  Greenwich  Liberal  "  Five 
Hundred,"  on    March  9,   1878,  stating  that  he 
should  only  represent  the  borough  until  the  next 
general  election.    In  the  course  of  the  year  1879 
he  conttibuted  to  the  British  Quarterly  Review  an 
article  on  "The  Evangelical  Movement;  its  Pa- 
rentage, Progress,  and  Issue;"  and  published  a 
collection  of  his  fugitive  writings  under  the  title  of 
"  Gleanings  of  Past  Years."    Early  in  the  same 
year  (1879)  lie  had  been  invited  to  become  the 
Liberal  candidate  for  Midlothian,  and  the  crown- 
ing incident  of  the   electoral  campaign   in  the 
ensuing  Parliamentary    recess  was  his    visit  to 
Scotland  in  connection  with  his  purpose  of  contest- 
ing that  county  at  the  general  election.    He  set 
out  from  Liverpool  for  Edinburgh  on  Nov.  24,  and 
from  that  date,  with  the  exception  of  two  days' rest 
at  Taymouth   Castle,  his  life,  till  his  return  to 
Hawarden  on  Dec.  9,  was  a  long  succession  of 
enthusiastic    receptions  and    unwearied  speech- 
making  in  condemnation  of  the  policy  of  the  Con- 
servative  Government.    In  the  course  of  this  tour 
he  delivered  the  Rectorial  Address  before  the  Uni- 
versity of  Glasgow  (Dec.  5).    On  the  dissolution 
of    Parliament  at  Easter,    1880,   Mr.  Gladstone 
renewed  in  Midlothian  the  oratot  ical  tours  deforce 
of  the  pieceding  winter,  and  he  was  successful  in 
his  candidature,  polling  1,597  votes  against  1,368 
recorded  in  favour  of  the  Eail  of  Dalkeith,  his 
Conservative  opponent.     When  t he  composition  of 
the  new  House  of  Commons  was  made  known,  it 
appeared  that  it  consisted  of  349  Liberals,  243 
Conservatives,  and  60  Home  Rulers.    The  Earl  of 
Beaconsfield  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  Queen 
as  soon  as  it  was  manifest  that  the  Liberal  Patty 
had  obtained  an  unquestionable  majority.  The 
Marquis  of  Hartington,  who  had  been  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  Lower  House, and  Earl  Granville, 
the  Opposition  leader  in  the  House  of  Peers,  were 
sent  for  by  Her  Majesty  in  the  first  instance,  but,  in 
accordance  with  consultations  among  the  chiefs  of 
the  patty,  they  recommended  the  Queen  to  entrust 
the  task  of  forming  a  Cabinet  to  Mr.  Gladstone. 
He  consented  to  accept  the  duty  (April  23),  and  his 
Cabinet  was  constructed  with  a  view  to  conciliate 
and   to  represent  the  different  sections  of  the 
Liberal    majority.     Mr.   Gladstone  himself  su 
petadded  to  his  duties  as  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury the  functions  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
but  he  resigned  the  latter  office  in  1883  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Childers.     The  history   of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  second  Ministry  may  be  summed  up  in 
three  words — Ireland,  Egypt,  Franchise— though 
of  course  a  large  number  of  other  matters  (such 
as  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Bankruptcy  Bill  and  Mer- 
chant Shipping   Bill)  were  long  under  considera- 
tion.    Ireland  was  the  great  question  during  the 
session  of  1880  (May— August),  1881,  1882,  and 
the  debates  on  the  Compensation  for  Disturbance 
Bill,  on  Mr.  F01  ster's  Coercion  Bill,  and  (after  the 
murder  of  Lord   Frederick  Cavendish  and  Mr. 
Burke,  May  6,  1882)  on  the  Crimes  Bill  occupied 
the  greater  pait  of  the  lime  and   attention  of  the 
country.  What  prolonged  and  exasperated  the  dis- 
cussions was  the  method  of  obstruction  invented 
and  practised  not  only  by  the  followers  of  Mr. 
Parnell,  but  also  by  some  members  of  the  Tory 
party.    After  the  passing  of  the  Crimes  Act,  which 
closed  a  period  of  almost  unexampled  Parliament- 
ary and  administrative  difficulty,  Egypt  began  to 
occupy  the  mind  of  Parliament.    The  struggle 
with  Arabi   came  to  a  head  in  July,  when  Sir 
B.  Seymour   bombarded   the  forts  of  Alexand- 
ria;   and    was   ended    on    Sept.    13,  when  Sir 
Garnet    Wolseley  won    the    battle    of  Tel-el- 
Kebir.    But  Mr.  Gladstone's  difficulties  were  only 
just  beginning.     The  revolt  of  the  Arab  tribes 
of  the  Soudan,  the  destruction  of  Hicks  Pasha's 
Egyptian   army,  the  two  Suakim  expeditions, 


llie    despatch    of    General    Gordon     to  Khai 
tnurn,  and   long   afterwaids  of  Loid  Wolseley's 
relieving  force,  the  advance  of  this  latter,  its  diffi- 
culties and  its  hard-won   victoiies,  its  failure  to 
reach  Khartoum  in  time  to  save  Gordon— these 
things  are  still  fresh  in  the  public  memory  to  need 
a  detailed  repetition.     The  session  of  1884  was 
occupied,  as  far  as  home  politics  weie  concerned 
With  the  Franchise  Bill— a  Bill  for  extending  house* 
Ijojd  suffiage  lo  the  counties,  and  thus  completing 
llie  democratising  of  our  constitution.     Passed  in 
llie  Commons,  it  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords, 
who,  under  the  guidance  of  Lord  Salisbury,  declin- 
ed to  pass  it  until  the  Redistribution  scheme  was 
before  them.     But  after  an   autumn   of  popular 
"  demonstrations  "  a  series  of  conferences  between 
the  Liberal  and  Tory  leaders  were  held,  in  whicl 
the  lines  of  a  Redistribution   Bill  were  settled. 
After  this  both  Bills  passed  in  due  course  (1885), 
but  soon  afterwards,  on  June  9,  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  overthrown  by  a  vote  on  the  Budget,  and  Lord 
Salisbury  came  into  power.    At  the  general  elec- 
tion of  Nov.  1885  the  Liberals  were  returned  with 
numbers  almost  exactly  equal   to  those  of  Tories 
and  Pamellites  combined.    Soon  afterwards  Mr. 
Gladstone  returned  to  office,  and  at  the  same  time 
caused  it  to  be  known  that  he  was  prepared  to  in- 
troduce a  Home  Rule  measure.    This  broke  up 
the  Liberal  party.    Lord  Hartington  and  others 
efused  office,  and   Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Mr. 
1'revelyan  only  accepted  on  grounds  which  were 
soon   afterwards  shown   to  be   untenable.  Mr. 
Gladstone  introduced  his  Home  Rule  Bill  in  a  long 
and  powerful  speech  on  April  8  (the  scene  in  the 
House  before,  during,  and  after  the  speech  being 
one  that  will  not  be  forgotten),  and  on  June  9  the 
second  reading  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  30. 
He  appealed  to  the  country,  and  as  a  result  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  Conservatives  and  Un- 
ionist Liberals  was  returned.    He  resigned  without 
meeting  Pai  liament,  and  Lord  Salisbury  became 
for  the  second  time  Prime  Minister,  Aug.  3,  1886. 

Upon  the  defeat  of  Lord  Salisbury's  second 
Ministry  in  1892,  Mr.  Gladstone  again  took  office, 
and  led  the  House  of  Commons  as  Premier  and 
First  Lord  of  tho  Treasury.  The  general  election 
had  been  ostensibly  fought  out  on  the  Home  Rule 
question,  and  as  soon  as  possible  Mr.  Gladstone 
intioduced  his  famous  measure.  The  Bill  drag- 
ged its  weary  way  along  for  many  months,  and  was 
at  last  sent  up  lo  the  Lords,  where  it  met  with  the 
most  signal  defeat  of  any  British  legislative  mea- 
sure of  recent  times.  Undaunted,  the  Ministiy 
introduced  other  contentious  legislation,  the  pi  in- 
cipal  being  the  Employers  Liability  Bill  and  the 
Parish  Councils  Bill.  These  measures  met  with 
much  opposition  from  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  one  has  dropped,  while  there  is  every  possibi 
lity  of  the  other  following  suit. 

Mr.  Gladstone,  following  the  advice  of  his  medi- 
cal advisers  went  south  to  Biarritz  to  spend  the  pre- 
sent winter  and  it  was  during  his  slay  there  that 
the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  published  the  rumour  of  his 
impending  resignation.  The  rumour  was  of  course 
denied,  but  few  folk  believed  the  statement,  owing 
to  its  redundancy  of  indefinite  expression;  so  the 
news  of  the  retirement  did  not  come  quite  as  a 
surprise  to  the  English-speaking  world. 

Mr.  Gladstone  is  married  to  Catherine,  sister  of 
the  late  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  M.P.,  and  of  the  late 
Lady  Lyttelton.  Of  his  sons,  the  eldest  sat  in 
Parliament  for  some  time  as  member  for  East 
Worcestershire,  and  died  a  few  years  ago;  the 
second,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Gladstone,  is  Rector  of 
Hawarden;  and  the  third,  Mr.  Herbert  Glad- 
stone, has  sat,  since  1880,  for  West  Leeds. 


IN  H.B.M.  COURT  FOR  JAPAN. 

 ♦  

(In  Admiralty.) 

Before  R.  A.  Mowat,  Esq.,  Judge— "Tuesday, 
March  6th,  1894. 


THE  SCHOONER  "  WORLOCK." 

This  was  a  claim  by  Thomas  Melvin  Laffin 
against  the  Owner  of  the  British  schooner  Worlock, 
Adolph  Ridderbjelke,  Master. 

The  petition  was  to  the  effect  that  the  plaintiff,  at 
the  request  of  the  Captain,  madeadvances  of  money 
to  pay  for  necessary  expenses  of,  and  supplies  to, 
the  schooner  Worlock  from  the  17th  November 
1893,  to  the  7U1  February,  1894,  and  that  the  value 
of  such  advances  and  supplies  amount  to  yen  890 
the  payment  of  which  and  costs  plaintiff  prays 
may  be  made  him  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  schooner  Worlock. 

Mr.  Scidmore  represented  the  plaintiff,  no  ap- 
pearauce  being  made  on  behalf  of  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Scidmore,  in  addressing  the  Court,  said  the 
suit  was  one  in  Admiralty  under  the  rules  of 
H.B.M.'s  Court.    Counsel  then  read  the  introduc- 


tory rules  of  par.  10  having  relation  to  claims  for 
necessanes  supplied  lo  vessels.  Continuing,  he 
said  that  on  the  9th  Febmai  y  this  yea.  plaintiff 
applied  to  the  Cotirl  for  n  warrant  for  the  an  est 
of  the  schooner  Worlock,  and  that  an  order  of 
attachment  be  made.  In  compliance  with  this 
application,  a  warrant  was  issued  on  the  121I1 
February,  since  which  date  the  vessel  had  been 
ill  the  custody  of  the  Marshal  of  the  Court. 
On  the  141I1  February  plaintiff  filed  his  peti- 
tion. Counsel  then  proceeded  to  read  it,  and 
aftei  wards  called — 

George  Kircher,  them  arshal  of  the  Couit  sworn, 
said:— I  made  service  of  a  warrant  in  this  case 
and  arrested  the  schooner  011  the  12th  Februarys 
I  affixed  the  warrant  to  the  main  beam  of  the 
after  cabin  and  left  the  certified  copy  on  board. 
I  found  tluee  of  the  crew  on  board.  I  also  served 
a  copy  personally  011  the  Captain.  The  vessel  is 
still  in  my  custody.  A  public  notice  of  the  seizure 
was  K"ve..-(a  copy  of  the  Japan  Herald  and 
Japan  Mail  was  here  put  in).  I  served  a  ropy 
of  the  petition  of  the  plaintiff  on  the  vessel  on 
the  15th  Febiuary  and  affixed  it  in  the  same  way 
as  the  warrant.  I  also  served  a  copy  of  notice  of 
hearing  in  the  same  way  on  the  23rd  February. 

Thomas  Melvin  Laffin,  sworn,  said  :— -I  am  a 
ship-chandler  residing  and  doing  business  at  No 
42,  Yokohama.    I  am  the  plaintiff  in  this  action. 
When  the  ship  arrived  I  went  on  board,  where  I 
made  arrangements  with  Captain  Ridderbjelke  to 
supply  him  with  provisions  and  ship  chandlery, 
such  as  stores,  ropes,  etc.,  and  acted  as  his  agent 
and  advanced  him  money  for  disbursements  on 
account  of  the  ship,  telegrams,  etc.    The  schedule 
attached  to  the  petition  contains  a  statement  of 
the  goods  supplied  and   the  moneys  advanced. 
These  advances  were  made  on  the  credit  of  the 
vessel,    at  the   Captain's  request,    and    not  on 
the   credit   of    the    Captain.     I    first    went  on 
board  on  the  vessel's  arrival,  and  then  he  came 
to  my  place,  where  the  necessary  arrangements 
were  made.     Previous  to  the  beginning  of  the 
action,  I  applied  to  the  Captain  for  payment  of 
this  bill,  when   he  told  me  he  had  no  money  and 
could  not  get  any.   To  my  knowledge  there  was  no 
owner  of  the  vessel  in  Yokohama  or  Japan  when  I 
supplied  thegoods,  nor  since.  I  have  heeninformed 
that  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Victoria,  is  the  owner — his  son 
and  the  Captain  so  informed  me.    Previous  to  the 
bringing  of  the  action  I  heard  of  efforts  to  sell. 
Mr.  Andrew  Kelly,  who  held  a  Power  of  Attorney 
from  his  father,  attempted  to  sell  the  engines  out 
of  the    vessel.     He  was  unsuccessful,— no  sale 
took  place.     The  total  amount  of  my  bill  was 
,  lo,  but  I  was  paid  $90  on  account  by  the  Cap- 
lain  on  December  131I1.    The  balance  $890  is  still 
due.    The  charges  for  the  stores  are  reasonable. 

Adolph  Ridderbjelke,  sworn,  said  : — I  am  Cap- 
tain of  the  Worlock.  I  have  seen  the  account  of 
the  plaintiff  in  the  case.  I,  as  master  of  llie  vessel, 
ordered  the  goods  from  Mr.  Laffin,  and  obtained 
the  advances  set  foi  th  in  the  schedule  shown  me. 
They  were  for  the  use  of  the  ship  and  necessary.  I 
signed  the  bill  as  correct  ;  $890  is  the  amount  of 
the  bill.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  no  owner 
has  been  domiciled  in  Japan,  but  I  understand 
that  the  owner's  son  received  a  Power  of  Attorney, 
but  this  I  have  not  seen.  The  owner  is  Samuel' 
Leon  Kelly  of  Victoria.  This  Andrew  Kelly  after 
receiving  the  Power  of  Attorney  from  his  father 
tried  to  sell  the  boiler  and  engines  by  auction. 
When  Mr.  Laffin  heard  this  he  thought  it  was 
not  altogether  safe  and  refused  to  supply  further 
provisions. 

To  the  Court — The  cash  $100  supplied  on 
November  201I1  was  for  the  use  of  the  schooner, 
for  the  outlay  of  which  I  can  show  a  clear  ac- 
count. It  was  necessary.  I  have  no  funds.  The 
vessel  left  Victoria,  B.C.,  on  June  10th  of  last 
year.  I  was  stopped  50  or  60  times  through 
difficulti  es  with  the  engines.  I  arrived  on  the 
17th  November  and  have  been  here  ever  since.  I 
first  touched  at  Nanaimo  for  repairs  to  engines, 
then  at  Departure  Bay  for  coal  and  subsquent- 
ly  at  Sitka  for  coals  and  repairs.  I  have  no 
funds — never  had  any  of  the  vessel's  funds,  as 
the  owner  never  supplied  me  with  any.  I  have 
received  none  since  my  arrival.  The  ship  had  no 
agent  here  appointed  by  the  owner,  so  I  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Laffin.  I  informed  the  owner  of  my 
arrival  here  and  told  him  of  the  circumstances  in 
which  I  was  placed;  llkat  I  was  in  need  of  pro- 
visions and  funds  for  payment  of  llie  crew.  I  also 
telegraphed  a  little  later,  but  have  received  no 
reply  to  either.  There  has  been  plenty  of  time  for 
a  reply.  I  again  wrote  some  time  in  the  end  of 
December  or  beginning  of  January,  and  also  wired, 
but  again  received  no  reply.  I  also  telegraphed 
to  Mr.  Worlock,  after  whom  the  vessel  is  named, 
on  the  supposition  he  might  be  a  part  owner,  but 
received  no  reply. 

His  Honour — Your  position  practically  is  that 
you  are  stranded  here  since  the  17th  November? 
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— Yes.    To  fit  llie  vessel  and  provision  tier  for  a 
continuation  of  lie.   voyage  would  require  about 
$3  OOO.     If  I  liad  the  means  I  would  not  return 
until  llie  end  of  ll.e  season,  lliat  is  till  next  October, 
a  si. oner  cruise  might  not  be  profitable.     I  have 
sealers  on  board.    The  wages  of  the  men  have 
been  unpaid,  except  of  course  Llie  advance.     L  he 
articles  expire  on  27th  May.    To  fit  out  for  the 
rest  of  the  voyage  would  cost,  roughly,  more  than 
Si  200      The    wages   due  the   men   amount  to 
about    S4,2oo,    gold,    including    myself,— there 
would  be  due  the   men   alone   about  $3,600  or 
§•5  700    gold.    I  bave  been  provisioning  ibe  ship 
myself,  on  my  own  credit,  since  plaintiff  slopped 
supplies.    She  costs  between  $15  and  $20,  gold, 
daily,  including  wages.     I  did  not  ...form  the 
owner  of  these  proceedings,  but  I  believe  he  knows 
of  them.      He  must  have  known  that  I  could  not 
feed  the  crew  on  wind.      Mr.  Cox  gave  the  credi- 
tors  notice,  as  I  believe  the  owner  is  bankrupt. 
I  did  not  write  to  him  of  the  arrest  as  I  knew  11 
was  of  no  use.     Another  reason  why  I  did  not 
write  was  because  he  had  appointed  his  son  Ins 
attorney,  which  relieved  me  of  all  responsibility. 
I  estimate  the  vessel  to  be  worth  $12,000,  gold, 
but  the  depreciation  in  value  would  bring  it  down 
to  S9,ooo  gold.    If  sold  here  she  might  realize 
about  $12,000,  silver. 

His  Honour  rema.ked  to  witness  that  from  Ins 
account  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  would  be 
to  sell  the  ship.  He  understood  from  the  Consul 
that  Kelly  was  bankrupt.  He  would  give  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff  with  costs,  and  might  as  well  slate 
that  if  the  judgment  was  not  satisfied  the  ship 
would  be  sold,  and  ll.e  proceeds  paid  into  the  Re- 
gistry. If  any  one  held  preferred  claims  to  the 
plaintiff,  such  should  be  put  in  for  payment. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

 ♦  

[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  March  3. 
At  a  Cabinet  Council  held  to-day  at  Windsor 
Castle,  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone  re- 
signed the  leadership  of  the  Cabinet  and 
his  offices  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  explained  his  motives 
for  resigning.  The  Queen  has  accepted  his 
resignation  and  Lord  Rosebery,  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
has  been  summoned. 

London,  March  6. 
Lord  Rosebery  has  reconstructed  the  Cabinet, 
so  far,  as  follows:— His  Lordship— [late  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs]— takes  the 
position  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council;  Earl  Kimberley— [late 
Lord  President  of  the  Council  and  Secretary 
of  State  for  India]— takes  over  the  portfolio  of 
Foreign  Affairs;  Mr.  John  Morley— [Chief  Sec- 
retary for  Ireland]— declining  the  portfolio  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  that  position  has 
been  offered  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler— [President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board]. 


The  House  of  Lords  has  adopted  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Commons  to  the  Parish  Councils 
Bill,  and  has  made  some  new  amendments 
requiring  its  return  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Great  sensation  has  been  caused  in  the  Italian 
Chamber,  Signor  Crispi  having  declared  that 
the  revolution  in  Sicily  was  a  conspiracy  hatched 
in  France.  The  conspirators  relied  upon  the 
outbreak  of  a  continental  war  initiated  by  Russia, 
which  country  intended  to  cede  the  Sicilian 
ports  to  the  other.  The  rising  was  fixed  for 
the  middle  of  February,  but  the  Government 
got  wind  of  the  affair  and  frustrated  the  step. 

["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 
Nagasaki,  March  5. 
A  private  telegram  received  in  Shanghai  from 
Calcutta,  states  that  the  Indian  Government  has 
introduced  a  Bill  imposing  a  five  per  cent,  im- 
port duty  upon  all  imports  except  gold  and 

cotton  goods.  

London,  February  26. 
A  British  naval  expedition,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  officers  and  men,  against  a  slave-trad- 
ing Chief  near  Balhurst,  Sierra  Leone,  has 
sustained  a  serious  reverse. 

Lieut,  of  Marines  F.  W.  A.  Hervey,  Lieut 
W  H.  Arnold  (H.M.S.  Raleigh),  Sub-Lieut 
F.  W.  T.  Meister  (H.M.S.  Magpie)  and  ten 
men  were  killed,  and  Captain  Edward  H. 
Gamble,  Fleet-Surgeon  Wm.  R.  White,  Lieut, 
the  Hon.  R.  F.  Boyle,  Lieut.  H.  J.  Savill,  Mid- 
shipman A.  S.  Chambers,  Gunner  Thos.  Ber- 
ridge  (H.M.S.  Raleigh),  and  fifty-four  men 
were  wounded. 

The  expedition  took  two  villages,  but  were 
attacked  on  all  sides  ;  and  while  returning  to 
their  boats  they  lost  a  field-piece,  and  six 
thousand  rounds  of  ammunition. 

H.M.S.  Alecto  afterwards  attempted  to  land 
a  party  at  the  sea-board  town  of  Gorjor,  but 
they  were  met  with  such  a  heavy  fire,  that  they 
were  prevented  from  landing—  N.-C.  Daily 
News. 


This  problem,  which  (it  was  stated  in  the  chess- 
column  of  the  Japan  Gazette)  appeared  originally 
in  the  British  Chess  Magazine  and  bad  been  high- 
ly commended  in  the  Chess  Press,  is  sadly  maried 
by  the  triple  mates  in  two  of  ihe  sub-variations. 
Correct  solutions  were  received  from  W.H.S., 
Omega,  and  J.D. 

Digamma's  solution  failed  in  the  variation  I  —  P 
to  Q  3  :  if  in  reply  to  White's  2— Q  to  Kt  4  (ch.), 
Bla1;k  interposes  ibe  Pawn,  there  is  no  mate.  In 
Dr.  Hispano's  solution  (which  omits  thai  import- 
ant variation' altogether)  there  is  a  slight  slip  in 
the  main  play  (1— Kto  B  4)  :  if  While  plays  on  the 
3rd  move  P  X  B  P,  discovering  check,  Black 
covers  by  advancing  his  Q  P  two  squares. 

Problem  No.  113. 
By  Moritz  Ehrbnstein. 


[Specially  Telegraphed  to  the 


1  Japan  Mail."] 

February  28. 


^  ^  ^  ^ 


W  II  IT  K  * 

While  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 


(Erom  Japanese  Papers.) 

Kofu,  March  7th,  11.37  a.m. 
The  residence  of  Governor   Tanuma  was 
destroyed  by  fire  at  six  o'clock  this  morning. 

Osaka,  March  7th,  3.45  Pm- 
The  Directors  of  the  Kanegafuchi  Cotton 
Spinning  Co.,  Tokyo,  who  have  been  selecting 
the  site  of  the  new  factory,  have  finally  decided 
upon  Hyogo.  Forty  thousand  spindles  will  be 
erected  at  this  establishment. 


CHESS. 


The  House  of  Commons  lias  agreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  Parish 
Councils  Bill  relative  to  the  acquiring  of  lands, 
and  has  adopted  a  compromise  regarding  the 
restriction  of  the  number  .of  elective  trustees 
for  parish  charities. 

The  new  session  begins  on  the  12th  March. 

March  1. 

According  to  an  Admiralty  despatch  with 
regard  to  the  repulsed  Bathurst  Expedition,  it 
appears  that  the  enemy  attacked  the  sailors 
from  the  thick  cover  while  the  latter  were  wait- 
ing for  their  boats.  All  hands  behaved  with 
greatest  gallantry  and  coolness,  the  officers 
setting  a  splendid  example  to  their  men. 

A  statement  has  been  issued  on  authority  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  neither  resigned  nor  had  taken 
the  steps  necessary  for  doing  so. 

The  French  Senate  has  adopted  the  duty  on 
corn  of  seven  francs  per  hectolitre. 

March  2. 

Mr.  Gladstone  had  audience  with  the  Queen 
to-day,  it  is  generally  reported  for  the  purpose 
of  resigning,  but  this  is  denied  by  the  Radicals. 
The  press  is  discussing  who  will  be  his  pro- 
bable successor,  and  is  divided  upon  the  point, 
some  favouring  Lord  Rosebery,  others  objecting 
because  he  is  a  peer. 


(All  Communications  to. be  addressed  to  t».eCnr.s  ICinroa. 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  II  p.m. 

Solution  or  Problem  No.  III. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  Q  to  Kt  8  1— K  to  B  4 

2—  Kt  to  Kt  3  (ch.)  2— K  moves 
o — p  to  O  6  (dis.  ch.  and  mate). 

0  ~  1  —  Kto  K  6 

2  -O  to  Kt  4  2— P  to  K  5 

3—  Q  X  P  (mate);. 

if  anything  else 
3— Kt  mates  at  B  sq.  (In  reply  to  either  P  to 
B  4  or  P  to  Q  3,  there  are  two  other  mates— viz. 

Kt  at  B4  or  Q  at  K  4).  „  „ 

i  — P  to  K  5 

2—  Kt  to  Kt  3  (ch.)  2— K  to  K  4  or  K  6 

or  K  5 

3—  Q  mates  at  Kt  5,  or  Kt 

3,  or   P  to  Q  6  (dis. 
checkmate),  accordingly. 

1— P  to  B  4 

2—  Q  to  Kt  4  (ch.)  2— K  X  P 

3—  O  X  P  (mate)  ; 

*    *  if  2-P  to  K  5 

3-Q  X  P  (mate) ; 

if  2— K  to  K  6 

3— Kt  mates  at  B  sq.  or  B 

4,  or  Q  at  K  4. 

4       ^  !__PtoQ3 

2—  Q  to  Kt  sq.  (ch.)  2-K  X  P 

3 —  Kt  males  at  B  7 

2—Q  mates  at  Kt  sq. 


The  Tournament  in  the  local  Club,  which  should 
have  closed  on  the  28th  lilt.,  is  far  f.om  being 
finished,  and  the  Committee  have  extended  the 
time  up  to  and  including  the  29th  instant.  The 
Secretary  has  accordingly  notified  the  players 
concerned  that  the  score  will  be  taken  on  that 
date  finished  or  unfinished,  and  that  the  winner  of 
mosl  games  will  be  awaided  the  prize. 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  is. to  have  quite  a 
gala  day  on  Friday,  30th  inst.  First  the  Tokyo- 
Yokohama  Match  — then  the  Club  dinner,  at  which 
the  Tokyo  team  will  be  the  Club's  guests  ;  the 
proclaiming  and  acclaiming  of  the  Club  Champion 
for  1894  ;  the  presentation  of  prizes  in  the  Tourna- 
ment mentioned  above;  the  fa.ewell  to  the  Club 
President  (R.  A.  Mowat,  Esq.)  who  leaves  for 
Europe,  and  the  presentation  of  the  Japan  Mail 
solving  prize  for  1893.  All  these  combined  atl. ac- 
tions should  indeed  make  the  301I1  March,  1894,  a 
red  letter  day  in  the  annals  of  Chess  in  Japan. 

We  reprint  f.om  the  Illustrated  London  News 
two  fine  games  in  which  the  young  Boston  player, 
Pillsbury,  gives  strong  piomise  of  what  is  in  store 
for  us  in  future  years.  With  such  renowned 
players  as  Steinitz  and  Lasker  settled  among 
them,  and  with  such  enthusiastic  amateurs  as 
Hodges,  Pillsbury,  and  others  too  numeious  for 
mention,  we  look  for  great  things  from  our  Ame- 
rican friends.  It  is  filling  thai  they  should  en- 
deavour to  hold  the  place  so  nobly  won  for  them 
by  the  illustiious  Paul  Morphy. 
Game  played  in  the  Masters'  Tournament 
between  Messrs.  Albin  and  Pillsbury. 
(Zukertorl's  Opening.) 


WHITE. 
Mr.  A. 

1  — Kt  to  K  B  3 
2— P  to  Q  4 
3_p  to  Q  B  4 
4_Kt  to  Q  B  3 


BLACK. 
Mr.  P. 

1  — P  to  Q  4 

2  — P  to  K  3 

3-  P  to  Q  B  3 

4—  P  to  K  B  4 


Acting  0.1  Lasker's  theory  that  a  new  move  may  be  ventured 
once  in  any  opening— 

5—  P  to  K  3  5— Kt t0  B  3 

6—  Ktto  K  5  6— B  toQ3 
7_P  to  B  4  7— Castles 

8—  B  to  K  2  8— Q  Kt  to  Q  2 

9—  Castles  9— Kt  10  K  5 

The  position  of  Black  at  this  point  in  this  game  is  in  striking 
contrast  to  the  position  of  Black  in  the  accompanying  game. 

10—  Q  Kt  takes  Kt 

This  exchange  is  not  good,  although  it  is  difficult  to  suggeit 
the  right  move.   Perhaps  Kt  to  B  3  is  as  useful  as  anything. 

io— B  P  takes  Kt 

11—  PI0OB6  11— B  takes  Kt 

12—  B  P  takes  B  12— R  takes  R  ch. 

13—  B  lakes  R  13— P  10  Q  Kl  3 

The  attack  now  passes  to  Black,  who  seizes  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  weakness  of  the  adverse  Q  BP. 

14—  PtoQKt4  14-P10Q  R  4 

15—  Q  to  K  Kt  4  15— Kt  to  B  sq. 

16—  B  to  Q  2  I6-P  takes  Kt  P 

17—  B  lakes  P  17— PtoQKt4 

18—  P  to  Q  R  3  «8— Kt  to  Kt  3 
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it) — B  to  Cj  3 
20— Q  to  K  B  sq. 
1  — Ki 


19 —  B  lo  K  sq. 

20-  P  10  K  K4 

2i  —  R  to  R  2  21  — Rt  to  K  2 

This  Kt  is  handled  with  admirable  Judgment,  and,  with  both 
the  opposing  Bishops  shut  in,  It  virtually  represents  a  piece  to 
the  good. 

22— R  to  ICB2 

Attempting  to  bring  his  Q  R  into  play,  but  with  disastrous 
effect.  His  only  chance  lies  in  a  strictly  defensive  game,  tor 
both  his  Rook's  Pawns  arc  sources  of  embarrassment.  (J  to  K 
a  seems  more  to  the  purpose. 


23—  B  to  Q  Kt  4 

24—  Q  to  B  4 

25 —  P  to  Ki  4 


22—  Kt  to  B  4 

23 —  O  to  K  2 

24—  O  lakes  R  P 
25  —  P*to  Kt  4 


Black's  play  is  wonderfully  telling  and  accurate  in  a  very  in- 
teresting position. 

26—  Q  to  R  2  26— Q  takes  Q  cli. 

27—  K  take;,  Q  27  — Kt  takes  K  P 

28 —  R  to  R  5~  28— BtoKsq. 

A  charming  reply.  If  now  R  takes  P  it  is  obviously  lost  in 
exchange  for  the  Bishop. 

29—  R  to  R  6  29— B  to  Kt  3 

30—  B  to  O  2  30—  R  takes  P. 
31  —  R  to  K  3  31— Kt  to  B  5 

The  game  is  now  excellently  won  ;  and,  although  Black  has 
here  a  choice  of  method,  the  course  he  follows  is  as  safe  and 
neat  as  any. 


32 — R  takes  R 
33  — B  to  K  2 

34 —  B  takes  P 

35—  B  to  Q  sq- 

36—  B  to  Q  2 

37—  B  to  B  3 

38—  K  to  B  2 

39—  B  takes  Kt 

40—  B  to  Kt  2 

41 —  K  to  K  2 


32 —  Kt  takes  R 

33 —  Kt  to  B  7 

34—  Kt  takes  P 

35—  P  to  Kt  5 

36—  P  to  Kt  6 

37—  Kt  to  B  7 

38—  PtoQ5 

39—  Q  Kt  P  takes  B 

40—  P  to  K  6  ch. 

41—  K  to  B  2 
Black  wins. 


Game  played  between  Mr.  Pillsbury  and 
Major  Hanham  in  the  same  Tourney. 
(Oneen's  Pawn  Opening). 
white"*  black. 

Mr.  P.  Major  H. 

i  — P  to  Q  4  1— P  to  Q  4 

2—  P  to  K  3  2— P  to  K  3 

3—  B  to  Q  3  3— Kt  to  K  B  3 

4—  P  to  K  B  4 

White  is  certainly  putting  some  life  and  freshness  into  this 
usually  cautious  opening,  but  we  doubt  whether  the  policy  is 
altogether  safe. 

4-B  to  Q  3 
5_Kt  to  K  B  3  5-P  ><>  Q  Kt  3 

6 —  Castles  6 — Castles. 

7—  P  to  Q  B  3  7— PtoQB4 

8—  Kt  to  K  5  8— Q  to  B  2 

Black  does  not  seem  fully  to  realize  the  threatening  position 
White  has  now  secured.  It  is  imperative  that  the  adverse  K  B 
should  be  shut  out  with  all  dispatch. 

9—  Kt  to  Q  2  9— Kt  I0QB3 

10—  R  to  K  B  3  10— B  to  Kt  2 

1 1 —  R  to  R  3  1 1— P  takes  Q  P 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  Black's  play  at  this  point ;  but  he 
is  tendering  his  opponent  valuable  assistance. 

12—  B  takes  P  ch.  12— Kt  takes  B 

13—  Q  to  R  5  13—  K  R  to  K  sq. 

14—  Q  takes  Kt  cli.        14— K  lo  B  sq. 

15—  K  P  takes  P  15— P  to  K  B  3 

16—  Kt  to  Kt  6  cli.        16— K  to  B  2 

17—  R  to  Kt  3 

A  forcible  and  elegant  rejoinder.  White  conducts  this  part  of 
the  game  in  beautiful  style. 

17—  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

18—  Q  Kt  to  B  3  18— Kilo  K  2 

19—  Q  Kt  to  R  4  19— Kt  takes  Kt 
This  is  bad  exchange,  but  he  has  nothing  else  to  do. 

20—  Kt  takes  Kt  20— B  to  R  3 

21—  B  to  Q  2  21— Q  to  B  s 

22—  R  to  K  sq.  22— Q  takes  R  P 

23—  Kt  to  R  8  cli. 
White  now  forces  a  masterly  win. 

23 — K  to  B  sq. 

24—  Q  to  Kt  6  24— R  lakes  Kt 

25—  Q  takes  Kt  P  cli.     25— K  to  K  sq. 

26—  R  lakes  P  ch.  26 — K  to  Q  sq. 

27 —  R  takes  Bell  27  — K  to  B  sq. 
28_R  to  B  6  cli  28— K  to  Q  sq. 

29—  Q  to  B  7  ch.  29— K  lo  K  sq. 

30—  RtoK6ch.  30— K  to  B  sq. 

31 —  Q  to  Kt  7  mate. 


LA  TEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 


HdYima  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamtiro, 

3rd   Match, — Handa  2nd  Match,  General. — 

Nippon  Ytisen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fnktii 

3rd  March, — Yokkaichi  2nd  March,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Cricliton 

3rd  March,— Otaru  via  pot  ts  26th  February 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai 

3rd  March,— Kobe  2nd  March,  General.— Nip 

pon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Caledonian,  Fr«UCh  steamer,  2,500,  Flandtn,  4th 
Miitch,— Matseilles  vi.l  potts,  201I1  January, 

M.iils  and  General. —  Messageries  Mai  itimesCo. 
Carlotta  G.  Cox,  Biitish  schoonet,  82,  W.  D. 
Byeis,  4th  Match, — Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing 
Gear. — Caplain  G.  Cox- 
Oanfa,  Biiiish  steamer,  1,970,  Shaw,  4th  Match, 
—  London  via  polls,  Geneial. — W.  M.  Strachan 
&  Co. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Malstimoto,  4th  March, —  Kobe  3rd  Match,  Ge- 
neral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
5th  March, — Yokkaichi  41I1  Mai  ch,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Admiral  Korniloff  (18),  Russian  flagship,  Captain 

Elchaninoff,  51I1  Mat  ch, —Hongkong. 
Glenesk,    Biitish    steamer,  2,275,    Webster,  5th 
March, —  London  via  potts,  Geneial. — Jatdine, 
Matheson  &  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekslrand, 
5th  March, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  6th  March, — Kobe  4th  Match,  Ge- 
neral.—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Itsukushima  Kan  (12),  Japanese  cruiser,  Captain 

K.  Ijiclii,  6th  March, — Yokosuka  6th  March. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanesesteamer,742,  M.  Fukui, 
61I1  March,— Yokkaichi  51I1  Mat  ch,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,   Daniel  Ftiele, 
7th    March, — San    Francisco  17th  February, 
Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
7th  Maich, — Kobe  6th  March,  General. — Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
7th      March, —  Hakodate,     General. —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
71I1  Match, — Yokkaichi  6lh  March,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
May  Belle,  British  schooner,  57,  E.  Shields,  8lh 
March, — Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear. — Frazar 
&  Co. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
8th  March, —  Handa  71I1  March,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  8th  Match, — Otaru  via  ports  3rd  March, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Zabiaka  (1),  Russian  gunboat,  Captain  Domojitoff, 

8th  March, — Hongkong. 
Sorachi  Maru,   Japanese    steamer,    1, 108,  9th 

March, — Otaru,  Coal. — Tauaka  Shoten. 
Kobe  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell,  9th 
March, — Shanghai  and  ports,  3rd  March,  Mails 
and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Kanazawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  895,  Nakai, 

9th  March, — Otaru,  Coal. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  9th 

March,  —  Moji,  Coal. —  Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 
10th  Match, — Kobe,  General.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
ioth  Match, — Yokkaichi  9th  March,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tacoma,  British  steamer,  1, 661,  J.  R.  Hill,  ioth 
March, — Hongkong  via  pot  ts,  General. — Dod 
well,  Cailill  &  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 
City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  W.  B. 
Seabury,  4th  March, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and 
General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
City  of  San  Diego,  British  schooner,  46,  M.  Pike, 
4th   March, — North  Pacific,   Sealing   Gear. — 
Frazar  &  Co. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawa 
tnuto,  41I1   Match,  —  Handa,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sagami  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,168,  Cricliton, 
41I1  March, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

4th     March, — Yokkaichi,     General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Peterborough,  British  ship,  1,680,  A.  Murchie,  5th 

Match,  —  Portland,  Oregon,  Ballast. — Order. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

5th  March, — Otaru  via  pot is,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese   steamer,   684,  M. 

Maisumolo,  5th  Mat  ch,— Yokkaichi,  General. 

—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 

5th     March, — Yokkaichi,     General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mermaid,  British  schooner,  73,  W.  H.  Whiteley, 

5th   March, — Notlh   Pacific,   Sealing  Gear. — 

Browne  &  Co. 


Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  sl..amei  ,  1  ,^98,  Swain, 

6lh   Match, — Shanghai   and   potts,   iM.nl.  and 

General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Allie  J.  A/gar,    American    schoonet,  80,  Geo. 

Wester,   71I1  Mat  ch, —  Not  lit   Pacific,  Sealing 

Gear.  — Captain. 
Bow  Head,  American  schooner,  103,  W.  P.  Noyes, 

71I1  Mai  ch,— Tokyo  lo  Dock,  Ballast.— T.  M. 

Lafflii. 

Louis  Olsen,  American  schooner,  59,  R.  F.  Guil< 

liams,  71I1  March, —  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. 

— T.  M.  Lafhn. 
Umbrina,   Biitish  schooner,  98,  C.  Campbell,  7II1 

Mai  cli,—  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Capt. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1, 525,  Eksltand, 

71I1  Match, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
7th    Match,  —  Shinagawa,     General.  —  Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
71I1      Mai  ch,— Yokkaichi,     General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompson,  71b  March, — Otaru  via  potts,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Beatrice,  Biitish  schooner,  48,  A.J.  Bjetre,  8th 
Maich, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— T.  M. 
Laffiu. 

Otto,  British  schooner,  86,  J.  McLeod,  8th  March, 
—  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.  —  Frazar  &  Co. 

Vera,  British  schooner,  62,  W.  Shields,  8th  Mat  ch, 
— Notth  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain  G. 
Cox. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
8th  Maich, —  Handa,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,286,  J.  Nirei, 

8th    Mat  ch,— Oginohama,    General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai,  8th 

Maich, — Yokkaichi,  General. —  Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  Daniel  Friele, 

8th  March, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. — 

P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Oanfa,  British  steamer,  1,970,  Shaw,  9th  March, 

— London  via.  ports,  General. — W.  M.  Strachan 

&  Co. 

Libbie,  Biiiish  schooner,  96,  F.  Hackett,  gilt 
Match, — Notth  Pacific,  Sealing'Gear. — VValsh, 
Hall  &  Co. 

Viva,  British  schooner,  99,  R.  Andetson,  9th 
Match, —  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— Frazar 
&  Co.   

PASSENGERS. 
arrived. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  from  Otaru 
via  potts:— 5  passengers  in  cabin;  2  passengers 
in  second  class,  and  40  passengers  in  steerege. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  from  Kobe  : 
—Miss  E.  Hooper  in  cabin,  and  42  passengers  in 
steerage. 

Per  French  steamer  Caledonien,  from  Marseilles 
via  potts: — Messrs.  Crawford,  Osborne,  Ralph 
Paget,  L.  H.  G.  Smith,  Fim,  Jock  San,  Jubeit 
and  servant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taga,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Stewart,  and  Mr.  Praudenbutg  in  cabin  ;  5  Sea- 
men and  1  Japanese. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  from 
Kobe  : — 6  Japanese  in  cabin,  and  36  Japanese  in 
steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco: — Messrs.  C.  A.  Carlisle,  J.  G.  Siegfried, 
and  C.  E.  Silber  in  cabin,  and  32  passengers  in 
steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Otaru  via  ports:  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nebo  in  cabin; 
4  passengers  in  second  class,  and  68  passengers 
in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports  :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Batchelor,  Mr. 

A.  M.  Delf,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Bull,  Mr.  C. 
Halm,  Rev.  S.  L.  Gulick,  and  Mr.  H.  Telge  in 
cabin  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Torikoshi,  Master  Tot  ikoshi, 
Messrs.  T.  Tooyama,  Y.  Tanaka,  Y.  Higuchi, 
and  T.  Fukui  in  second  class,  and  32  passengers 
in  steerage.  For  San  Francisco  :  Mr.  J.  Kendare 
in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Tacoma,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports  : — Mrs.  Maxwell  in  cabin .    For  Victoria, 

B.  C.,  via  Tacoma,  Wash. :— 67  Chinese  and  34 
Japanese  in  steerage. 

departed. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  for  San 
Ftancisco: — Major  and  Lady  Gore  Browne  and 
Mrs.  Warren  Moore  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  for 
Shanghai  and  ports: — Messrs.  G.  A.  Scott,  C. 
Gibbens,  T.  A.  Singleton,  J.  A.  1  rafford,  T.  Y.  Lo, 
E.  Kataoka,  and  G.  Horiuchi  in  cabin  ;  Mrs.  Ah 
Yu  in  second  class,  and  29  passengers  in  steerage, 
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CARGOES. 
Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking ,  for  San 
Francisco  :— 

TK  A . 

s  a  N  NIW  ST.  OTHIR 

ril«NCI«0O.   YORK.  CHICAGO.   PAUL.    CITIES.  TOTAL. 


Hyogo    —  375  —  —  —  375 

Yokohama  ...  74  —  —  —  —  74 

Hongkong   ...  137  20  —  —  —  '57 

Colombo    164  —  —  —  —  164 


Total            375      395  —  —        —  770 

SI  I  K  . 

SAN  H ■ W 

fRANCISCU.  . m,  H  A  RTFORD.    I  0  1  A  I, 

Shanghai                    —          33  —  33 

Hongkong                    —  80  —  So 

Yokohama                   —  297  —  297 

total                        —  4>o  —  41° 


REPORTS. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sagami  Maru,  Captain 
Cricliton,  reports  :— Left  Otaiu  the  26th  February 
at  0.15  p.m.;  at  midnight  had  gentle  breeze  and 
fine,  cloudy  weather.  Arrived  at  Hakodate  the 
27th  at  7.50  a.m.  and  left  the  1st  March  at  8  a.m.; 
at  midnight  had  light  airs  and  fine,  clear  weather. 
Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  2nd  at  7.40  a.m.  and 
left  the  same  day  at  1.36  p.m. ;  had  fresh  southerly 
breeze  and  cloudy,  overcast  weather  up  to  ap- 
proach of  Inuboye ;  thence  variable  winds  with 
overcast  weather  up  to  port.  Arrived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  3rd  March  at  6.15  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain  T. 
Sakai,  reports :— Left  Kobe  the  2nd  March  at 
noon;  had  light  variable  breeze  and  cloudy  wea- 
ther; after  passed  Hino-misaki,  moderate  south- 
easterly breeze  and  cloudy  weather;  after  passing 
round  Oshima  at  10.50  p.m.,  moderate  north- 
easterly  breeze  and  overcast  weather  with  heavy 
southerly  swell  and  ship  rolling  heavily;  com- 
menced light  north-eastei  ly  breeze  and  rainy 
weather  on  3rd,  passed  Omai-saki  Lighthouse 
at  11.55  a.m.;  thence  light  variable  breeze  and 
rainy  weather.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  3rd 
Mai  ch  at  10.10  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  Cap- 
tain \V.  Thompsen,  reports  : — Left  Kobe  the  41I1 
March  al  4.10  p.m.  ;  had  gentle  northeily  winds 
and  cloudy  weather  ;  passed  Oshima  at  0.20  a.m. 
on  the  5th,  and  Rock  Island  at  1. 48  p.m.  the  same 
day,  gentle  to  modeiate  noitherly  and  north-east 
winds  with  cloudy  weather  throughout  the  passage. 
Ai  rived  al  Yokohama  the  6th  March  al  6.15  a.m. 

The  American  steamer  Peru,  Captain  Fiiele, 
reports: — Left  San  Francisco  the  17th  February 
at  3  p.m.;  had  moderate  winds  and  weather  to 
meridian  ;  then  to  pori  strong  S.W.  and  W.  breezes 
with  squally  weather. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  Captain 
Young,  reports: — Left  Olaru  the  3rd  March  at  2 
p.m.;  had  moderate  northerly  winds  and  fine  wea- 
ther. Arrived  at  Hakodate  the  41I1  at  8  a.m.  and 
left  the  6th  at  8  a.m.  ;  had  light  variable  winds 
and  fine  weather.  Ariived  at  Oginohama  the  71I1 
at  5.45  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  1 1 .53  a.m.; 
had  moderate  northerly  winds;  thence  strong 
N.E.  winds  with  rain  to  port.  Arrived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  8th  March  at  11.33  a-m- 

The  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  Captain  E. 
W.  Haswell,  reports  :— Left  Shanghai  the  3rd 
March  at  7.45  a.m.;  had  fresh  winds  and  rain. 
Arrived  at  Nagasaki  the  51I1  at  1.24  a.m.  and  left 
the  same  day ;  had  light  N.E.  to  E.  winds  to  Moji, 
an  ived  the  6th  at  6. 10  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  ; 
anchored  for  the  night  on  account  of  heavy  rain 
and  very  thick  weather.  Proceeded  the  7th  al  4 
a.m.,  an  ived  at  Kobe  the  same  day  at  4.30  p.m. 
and  led  the  8lh  at  noon  ;  had  encounteied  heavy 
north-easterly  sea  and  strong  winds  from  E.  to  N. 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  9th  March  at  4.10  p.m. 


SHIPPING  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

STEAMERS. 

Caledonien,  French  steamer,  2,500,  Flandin,  41I1 
March,— Marseilles  vi&  poi  ts,  20th  January, 
Mails  and  General.— Messagei  ies  Maritimes  Co. 

Glenesk,  British  steamer,  2,275,  Webster,  5th 
March, — London  via  ports,  General. — Jardine, 
Malheson  &  Co. 

Spondilus,  British  steamer,  2,050,  HocUen,  2nd 
March,  —  Batoum  via  Kobe,  Oil.— Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

Arctic,  British  schooner,  40,  Gillem,  7th  October, 
—  Hakodate  301I1  September,  55  Seals.— J.  H. 
Pyne. 

Aurora,  British  schooner,  41,  E.  Toussant,  7th 
October,— Hakodate,  Stores. — Captain. 

Carlotta  G.  Cox,  British  schooner,  82,  W.  D. 
Byers,  4th  March,— Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing 
Gear. — Captain  G.  Cox. 


Corolla,  British  ship,  1,265,  Fraser,  20th  February, 
— New  York  20th  August,  Petroleum.— China 
&  Japan  Trading  Co. 

E.  B.  Marvin,  British  schooner,  J.  C.  Harris,  1st 
March, — Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear. — Cap- 
tain G.  Cox, 

Grace  Hanvar,  British  ship,  1,750,  Hunt,  6th 
February, — New  York  16th  May,  Petroleum. — 
China  and  Japan  Trading  Co. 

May  Belle,  British  schooner,  57,  E.  Shields,  8th 
March, — Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear. —  Frazar 
&  Co. 

Retriever,  American  schooner,  75,  H.  J.  Snow, 
29th  January, —  Put  Back,  Sealing  Gear. — T. 
M.  Laffin. 

Worlock,  British  steam-schooner,  31,  A.  Rieddi  b- 
jelthe,  17th  November, — Petropaulovsky,  Seal- 
ing Gear. — Captain. 

MKN-Ot'-WAR. 

Admiral  Komi loff  (18),  Russian  flagship,  Captain 
Elchaninoff,  5th  March, — Hongkong. 

Baltimore  (14),  U.S.  flagship,  Captain  W.  R. 
Bridgmann,  27th  February, — Yokosuka  27th 
February. 

Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Captain  C.  J.  Norcock, 

I2th  February, — Kobe  nth  February. 
Forfait  (4),  French  cruiser,  Captain  Ricaloux, 

31st  January, —  Kobe. 
Itsukushima  Kan  (12),  Japanese  cruiser,  Captain 

K.  Ijichi,  6th  Match, — Yokosuka  6th  March. 
Zahiaka  (1),  Russian  gunboat,  Captain  Domojiroff, 

8th  March, —  Hongkong. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 ♦  

THE   NEXT  MAIL  IS  DUB 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K.  Friday,  Mar.  16th. 


From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  18th.* 

From  Hongkong           per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  loth.f 

From  Hongkong           per  P.  M.  Co.  Wed'day,  Mar.  i+th.i 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  Mar.  igth.i 
From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  i8th.|| 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Tuesday,  Mar.  ajth.f 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N  D.  Lloyd  Wed'day,  Mar.  aist. 

From  Hongkong           per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar,  aqth. 


*  Oceania  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  February  37th. 
t  Verona  left  Hongkong  on  March  and.  t  China  left  Hongkong 
on  March  Jth.  $  Empress  of  China  left  Vancouver  on  March  5th, 
II  Oxus  (with  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  March  9th.  11  City 
oj  Riq  de  Janeim  left  San  Francisco  on  March  8th. 


THE   NF.XT  MAIL  LEAVES 


For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai     per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  nth. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  Mar.  13th. 

For  America    per  P.M.  Co.  Friday,  Mar.  1 6th. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  17th, 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  Mar.  aotli. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N,  D.  Lloyd  Sunday,  Mar.  83rd. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  a+th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  Mar.  30th 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 
 ♦  

IMPORTS. 
A  spurt  in  Yams.  Buyers  finding  that  they 
must  have  some,  agreed  to  pay  up,  and  quotations 
are  advanced  to  those  given  below  :  the  tendency 
being  still  upward.  Nothing  done  in  Cotton  Piece 
Goods  although  of  course  the  low  exchange  raises 
the  ideas  of  holders.  In  Woollens  a  large  trade 
in  Mousselines,  but  all  else  quiet. 

co  l  ion  imfxk  (jpons. 


P  KR  PIECE. 

Cuey  Shillings — 8  J  Hi,  3HJ  yds.  3 y i  11  cli e »  $2.40  102.90 

Grey  Shillings — gill,  3SI4  yds.  45  inches  2.60  to  3.35 

1*.  Cloth — 7H),  24  yai  ds,  32  inches    1.70  to  2.00 

Indigo  Shirtings — 12  yaids,  44 inches...  1.70  to  2.3s 

Prints — Assoited,24  yards,  30  inches ...  175  to  3,75 

Cotton — Italians  and  Salte«ns  llla<:l(,33  per  vahd. 

i  nches    o  16  to  0  21 

Velvets— Illack,  35  yards,  22inches    ...  6.85  to  9,05 

Victoria  I. awns,  12  yards,  42-3  inches...  0.85  to  1. 00 

Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yards,  per  Hikp«. 

30  inches    1.55  to  1  70 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3.H,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    '  80  to  2,10 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    2.35  to  2.80 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5lb,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3  00  lo  3-*o 

WOOL I. HNS.  per  yard. 

Flannel   $0.27^  lu  0.45 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches  lies!  0.35  to  0.40 
Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches 

Medium  _   0  30  1 1>  0.3s 

Italian  Cloth,   30  yards,  32  inches 

Common    0.25  lo  0.30 

M 11 11  as  el  i  ne  dc  I  .aine — Ci  ape ,  2  |  yards  , 

31  inches    0.15  luo  22$ 

Cloths  —  Pilot;,,  5  1  <$      inches    0.35  I00.50 

Cloths — Pi  esidetitfi,  54  (Si  56  inches    ...  0.60  lo  o.r>5 

Cloths — Onion,  54  ub,  56  inches    »  |»  1,1  0.70 

HI  a  nke  ts — Scarlet  and  Gieen,  4  to  3  J  Hi, 

per  Hi    0,45  I.,  o  574 


t  (II  TON  VA  ItflS.  p,r  Ficui.. 

Has,  1  o/a  j ,  Oi  dinary    — 

Nos.  16/24,  Medium   $38.00  to  39.00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  Heat   39-50  to  40.50 

Nos.  16/24,  Reverse    — 

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   40.00  to  40.50 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    41.00  to  42.00 

Mos.  28/32,  Good  to  llest   42.00  to  43.00 

Nos.  38/42,  Mediu  m  to  llest    46.00  to  47.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    45.00  1046.00 

No.  43s,  Two-fold    52.00  1054.00 

P  K  U  B  A  I.  ft  . 

No.  20s,  lloinhay    — 

No.  i6s,  Uomhav    — 

MICTAI.S. 

Quotations  are  as  below  ;  but  at  these  figures 
there  is  very  little  doing,  buyers  asserting  that 
they  cannot  pay  what  Importers  now  demand  for 


their  holdings. 

PIH  PICUl.. 

flat  llais,  J  inch    >3.6o  to  3.65 

Flat  Hars,  i  inch    3  70  to  3.75 

Round  and  sijuare  up  to  J  inch    3.60  lo  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3.70  103.80 

Sheet  Iron   4,75  to  5.00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20  to  9. 80 

Wii  e  Nails,  assorted    6.00(06.25 

Tin  Plates,  per  hox   6.10  lo  6  30 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    1.70  to  1 . 75 


ICICKOSICNK. 
No  fresh  arrivals.    Market  steady  at  quotations, 
holders  having  lightened  their  load  by  some  sales 
last  month  :  which  are  only  now  divulged. 

Chester    $  1 .72^  to  1. 75 

Comet    1.70   to  1.721) 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.67!  to  1.70 

Russian  Moon    1.65  to  1.67$ 

SUGAR. 

Market  rather  easier  and  quotations  for  Browns 
show  some  decline.  Arrivals  of  late  have  exceed- 
ed sales  and  buyers  are  not  so  keen  as  they  were. 
White  demand  good,  and  prices  well  maintained. 


P  K  R  P  ( C  U  I. . 

rtrown  Takao    $4-45  to  4.50 

Brown  Manila    5.30  to  5.35 

Brown  Daitong   4.10104.15 

Brown  Canton    4.40(04.60 

White  Java  and  Penang   6.90  to  7.00 

White  Refined    7.50(09.10 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  2nd  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  1,417 
piculs,  divided  thus  :  Filatures,  995  piculs  ;  Re- 
reels,  192  piculs;  Kakeda,  220  piculs;  Hamatsuki, 
lo  piculs.  Besides  these  purchases,  Japanese 
direct  shipments  have  been  266  bales,  making  the 
total  export  business  of  the  week  1,700  piculs. 

The  business  mentioned  in  our  last  continued 
for  some  three  or  four  days,  but  since  then  the  de- 
maud  has  fallen  off  owing  to  a  number  of  causes; 
first, exchange  has  strengthened;  next,  advices  from 
consuming  markets  ate  not  so  good,  and  lastly, 
Japanese  are  firm  and  will  not  listen  lo  any  reduc- 
tion in  price.  It  would  seem  that  the  recent  busi- 
ness done  has  not  been  altogether  on  manufac- 
turer's orders,  but  is  mostly  a  shifting  of  the  stock 
from  this  market  to  foreign  markets  by  shippers 
and  importers  who  think  it  well  to  have  some  of 
the  stock  on  the  other  side  to  meet  the  daily  de- 
mand which  may  there  aiise. 

The  outlook  is  not  very  promising  and  Italy  is 
a  strong  competitor  with  Japan  at  the  present 
lime.  The  agio  on  gold  in  Milan  is  lepoiled  lo 
he  twenty  per  cent.,  with  sellers  eager  lo  realize 
their  silk  at  best  prices  obtainable,  This  will 
naturally  militate  against  any  rise  in  prices  heie. 

It  is  interesting  lo  cotvipare  present  quotation 
with  those  of  a  year  ago  when  prices  for  silk 
here  were  about  $200  more  than  now;  exchange 
also  showing  a  depreciation  to-day  of  quite 
35  °/o  w',en  compared  with  this  day  last  year. 
T  hese  facls  will  speak  for  themselves. 

Arrivals  from  the  interior  are  very  small, 
although  some  of  the  factories  will  start  on  spring 
reelings  15th  instant,  and  the  recent  sales  heie 
have  1  educed  the  stock  to  10,500  piculs.  This 
will  probably  be  further  reduced  to  some  extent 
before  the  spring  leeli/igs  commence  to  arrive  on 
this  market. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  Canadian  mail,  2nd  instant, 
taking  442  bales  for  the  New  York  trade;  the 
English  mail  steamer  Ancona,  3rd  instant,  513 
bales  for  Europe,  and  American  mail  steamer 
City  of  Peking,  4th  instant,  297  bales  for  New 
Yoik.  These  departuies  make  t lie  present  export 
figures  33,451  piculs,  against  43,547  piculs  last 
year  and  40,486  piculs  at  the  same  dale  in  1892. 

Filatures. — These  have  had  the  chief  share  of 
pationage,  and  considerable  paicelshave  passed 
the  scales.  Holders  make  strong  tffoi  Is  lo  woik 
pi  ices  up  and  have  succeeded  in  getting  $820  for 
fine-size  Sumitomo,  with  $800  for  good  Shinshu, 
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nil  sizes.  Many  oilier  iniwtllftiiAOiia  h'ls  liave 
been  sealed,  prices  rRtlf(lll|{  from  $7So  down  lo 
$700,  Recording  togiade. 

Re-reels. — There  lias  not  been  ;i  large  business 
in  tins  class,  bill  prices  are  held  very  firm  at  quota 
lions  and  holdeis  succeed  in  realizing  what  lliry 
ask  for  SUCll  paicels  as  they  sell.  Nothing  done 
in  well  known  chops,  but  ordinary  and  common 
Re-reeU  have  been  done  at  pi  ices   ranging  from 

I730  to  $660. 

tCaktda. — Here  there  is  a  decided  rise  and  ihe 
asi  purchase  of  Daruma  was  made  ai  $750. 
Buyeis  now  ask  the  following:  Horsehead  I, 
$720;  Horsehead  II,  $700;  Horseliead  III,  $680, 
which  for  the  moment  holders  do  not  seem  in- 
clined (o  pay. 

Oshu. — The  Only  purchase  recorded  has  been 
a  few  bales  Hamatsuki  at  $6So. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks—  No.  14   — 

Hanks— No.  i  (Sliinslm)    — 

Hanks — No.  2  (  |<islin)    — 

Hanks— No.  :)  (Sliinslm)   — 

Hanks— No.  at  (  Joslni)   — 

Hanks— No.  2\  to  3    — 

Hanks— No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  .it    — 

Filatures — I'.xlia  io'i  z  deniers   Nom.  — 

Filatures — Extra ■  13/15  deniers    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  I,  10/13  deniers   $S2o  to  830 

Filatures— No.  1,  13/15,  H/'rt  >len   Sao  to  830 

Filatures — No.  1     10/ 14  deniers    76010  jjo 

Filatures— No.  ij.  i3/'ft.  M/'7<len   76010  770 

Filatures — No.  a.  10..' 15  deniers    730  to  740 

Filatures — No.  2,  1  4  '  1 8  deniers    730  to  740 

Filatures — No.  3,  1  |'io  deniers    700  to  710 

Re-reels — Extra    — 

Re-ieels— (Osliu)  liest  No.  1  .........  Nom.  — 

Re-ieels — No.  1 ,  1 3/ 1 5,  1 4 '1 6  deniers   780  to  790 

Re-ieels — No.  it,  13/10, 14/iydeniei!   740  to  750 

Re-ieels — No.  a,  1 4/18  deniers   710  to  720 

Re-reels — No.  al,  ij/18  deniers    67010  680 

Re-reels — No.  3,  "l/ao  deniers    650  to  660 

Kakedas— Extra    Nom.  — 

Kakedas— No.  t    740  to  750 

Kakedas— No.  14   710  to  720 

Kakedas— No.  2    680  to  690 

Kanedas— No.  2t    660  to  670 

Kakedas— No.  3    — 

Kakedas— No.  34    — 

Kakedas— No.  4    — 

Osliu  Sendai—  No.  24   — 

Hamatsuki— No.  1,  2    Nom.  — 

Hamatsuici— • No.  3,  4    Nom. 

iodai — No.  at   — 

Kxiioil  Khw  SHU  Tables  to  9th  March  i8g4;  — 

Siiiuii  1X03.1*04.     1892-93.  1891-91. 

Hull.  II.  III.  II  A  I  K«. 

Iliuupe   "7.702        16,671  14.228 

America    '4.725        26,104  25.329 


42.775 
43.5-17 

43,800 
2,000 


39,557 
40,486 


...  (  Hales  32.437 

Settlements  and  Direct  }      '  |0Q 

F.xnorl  from  1st  July   j  3i' 
Stock,  9th  March    10,500 

A  vailal.le  supplies  to  date  45,600        45,Soo  49.900 

WASTE  SILK. 

Settlements  on  this  mai  ket  are  489  piculs,  divid- 
ed thus:  Noshi,  231  piculs;  Kibiso,  258  piculs. 
No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

The  maiket  is  dull  but  quotations  are  unchang- 
ed. It  seems  as  though  the  very  low  price  of  Raw 
Silk  is  now  interfering  with  the  consumption  ot 
Waste  ;  and  we  think  that  holders  here  must 
make  up  their  minds  to  a  big  1  eduction  in  price  if 
they  want  to  clear  off  the  present  heavy  stock. 
For  the  lime  being,  dealers  do  not  see  the  matter 
in  this  light ;  and  are  holding  strong  in  sympathy 
with  the  Raw  maiket. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer 
Ancona,  3rd  instant,  taking  148  bales  various 
Wastes  for  Europe.  This  departuie  makes  the 
present  export  figuies  2I,68l  piculs,  against  32,233 
piculs  last  year  and  25,779  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Noshi, — The  chief  business  has  been  done  in 
Oshu,  prices  ranging  from  $130  to  $145.  One 
small  entry  in  Filature  at  $150,  with  ordinary 
Shinshu  at  $70;  Mino,  $85,  and  fair  Joshu,  $72. 

Kibiso. — A  fair  demand  for  Filatures,  prices 
ranging  from  $95  to  Si  10.  Zaguri  has  been  done 
at  $50,  other  sons  not  sharing  in  the  trade. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — Good  to  Hest   — 

Noslii-ilo—  Filature,  Uest   $145  to  150 

Noshi-ito—  Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noslii-ito— Filature,  Medium   125  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Osliu,  Good  to  llest    13010  140 

Noslii-ito— Sliinslm,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito— Sliinslm,  Good   100  to  105 

Noshi-ito— Sliinslm,  Medium    9°'°  95 

Noslii-ito— liuslm,  Good  to  Meat   11510125 

Noslii-ito— losliu,  Mest    — 

Noslii-ito —  joslm,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito—  ioslui,  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kibiso— Filature,  Hest  selected   105  to  1 10 

Kibiso— Filature,  Seconds   95  to  100 

Kibiso— Oshu,  Good  to  Best   70  to  80 


KlbisO — Sliinslm,  Rut    — 

KtltiSO — Shingliii,  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — [oshu,  Good  to  I'sb   40  to  35 

Kibiso — josh tl,  Middling  to  Cniumnn    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llaclioji.  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — llaciioji,  Medium  to  Low           ..  as  to  20 

Kibiso — Nsri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vliiwata  —  Good  I"  Host   — 

Kx  pui  1  Table  Waste  Silk  lo  91I1  Maich,  1H94. 

S«».i...  1  Ngj-i)4 .       lKgj-9j.  iHqi-qj, 

Picui.1.     i'  u:  11 1  ■ .  r  urn  1.1 . 

Waste  Silk                             18,450        29.54'  23,682 

Piorirnl  ('nriiitn*                  3.J3'         3>69*  3.°95 


21,681       32,233  25,779 


19,000 
4,000 


Settlements  Hint  l>liecl  (    'j  gQ0 

F.x^oi  t  from  1  st  )  nly    )  ' 
Stock,  gth  March    17,200 

Kvallalde  supplies  to  date  40,000      43,000       37, 900 

Exchange  : — This  declined  yet  further  but  again 
closes  a  f  1  action  above  the  lowest  quotation  of  the 
week  :  —  London,  4111/s.  Credits,  2/0 f  ;  Documents, 
2/0J;  6m/s.  Ci edits,  2/of.  Nbw  York,  lod/s. 
U.S.  $49f  ;  4'"/s.  U.S.  $50^.  Paris,  or  Lyons, 
4111/s.  fcs.  2.59;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.61. 

Estimated  Silk  Stock,  Maich,  9th  lfSg4:  — 

Wa  SI  I  .  PICULS. 

Cocoons   130 

Noshi-ito    8,590 

Kibiso    7,950 

Mawata   195 

Sundries    335 


^A«.  »ICIIIS 

Hanlts    40 

Filatures    5,820 

Re-reeis   3,530 

Kakeda    i,°45 

Oshu    50 

Vaysaam  Kinds  ...  15 


I'otal  piculs   10,500       Total  piculs   17,200 

TEA. 

Very  small  doings  and  the  season  practically 
finished.  We  withdraw  all  quotations  until  new 
leaf  appears. 

EXCHANGE. 

A  tendency  to  strengthen  was  manifest  towards 
the  end  of  the  week,  and  quotations  rose  a  point 
all  round. 

Sterling — Bank  T.T   1/1  if 

3iciliug — Hank  Bills  on  demand    2  0 

Sleiling — Bank  4  months' sight    .,  ,.   2/oi 

Sterling — Private  4  months'  sight   2/o| 

Steiling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/0J 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.50 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2.59 

On  Hongkong — Hank  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight    1  "/„  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    72^ 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    734 

On  India — Bank  sight   169 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight   173 

On  America — Bank  Bills  on  demand   ...   48 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    49$ 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   50J 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.02 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.10 

Bar  Silver  (London)    27T5S 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices— BishopsgatelHouse,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONEY  AND-TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ournal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

■'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

'«  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEY  AND  TKADE." 

1  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Brjtain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andtoall  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  ]apan,South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 


TIIK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Ilakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
•  HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  k  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROS 

Fragrant  and  delicate,  its  sweetness  is 
ever  delightful.  Use  none  but  Atkinson's, 
the  original  and  only  true  Essence 

ATKINSON'S 
OPOPANAX         I  HELIOTROPE 
WOOD  VIOLET       I  TREVOL 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their-  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 

DftUTION1  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  A;  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark,  ' 
'  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full.  ' 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  malcers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  Kirst-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices.  . 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description.from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carr>ing  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c,  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  t4  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  power,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, i8go,  in  competition  ooen  to  all  makers. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  k  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDON'OFIICE:  17  l.SUEEN  VICTORIA  street.e.c 
May  7th,  189J.  1  y- 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says—"  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  1  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  n  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


Awarded  Gold  Medal  Lpool  Intern'l  Exhibition,  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  '.- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixtura" 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■■tabllabed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


ASZ  IFOIEL 


And  Bee  that  each  Jar  bears  Earoa  Liebig'a  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


LIEBIG  COMPANY  S 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 
cases  of  Weakness. 
To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India.  Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the    climates,  and  for  any 

Company.  length  of  time. 

LIEBIG' S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  toy  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


DINNE  FORDS 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
afedicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


FLUID 
MAQ N  ESI;  /  _ 

;"  "  ■  J  Sold  Throughout  the  World. 

N.B.-  ASK   FOR   DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESSA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electrics  Steam  Launch  0 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM."  53ft.  by  7ft.  Sin. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


TWICKEN 


April  231  d,  1893. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  majcers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Mar.agt'r. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  i  t  gi.  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Ellacott  Beali,  of  No,  58,  Bluff, 
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Yokohama:  Saturday,  March  17TH,  1894. 


DEATH. 

On  the  14th  instant,  at  his  residence,  Celestin  Pequi 
GNOT,  in  his  55th  year. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


exceptionally  difficult,  and  some  fifteen  lives 
were  lost  during  the  operations. 

The  marriage  arranged  between  Mr.  Yasui,  a 
wealthy  Radical  partisan  of  Nara  Prefecture, 
and  Miss  Yen  ko,  daughter  of  Count  Itagaki, 
leader  of  the  Jiyu-to,  took  place  on  the  12th 

instant.   > 

The  Ball  given  by  His  Excellency  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  honour  of  the  Imperial 
Silver  Wedding,  was  very  enjoyable,  dancing 
being  kept  up  with  remarkable  verve  till  the 

small  hours.  

Milton  A.  Howe,  a  surgeon-dentist  practising 
in  Yokohama,  was  ordered  to  pay  $348,  balance 
due  for  rent,  in  a  county-court  case  instituted 
against  him  in  the  United  States  Consulate- 
General  Court. 

The  soir6e  musicale  announced  for  Wednes- 
day, promises  to  be  exceptionally  good.  The 
instrumental  items  in  the  published  programme 
will  be  given  by  an  amateur  string  orchestra  of 

some  strength.   

The  Emperor  of  Germany  has  intimated  his 
intention  of  presenting  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
press of  Japan  with  a  pair  of  porcelain 
vases  made  at  the  Royal  Potteries  at  Berlin,  as 
a  memento  of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding. 

The  number  of  articles  presented  to  their  Im- 
perial Majesties  in  commemoration  of  the 
Imperial  Silver  Wedding,  and  acknowledged 
by  the  Imperial  Household  up  to  noon  of  the 
8th  inst.  exceeded  seven  hundred  and  twenty. 


Count  Inouye  is  reported  to  be  suffering  from 

influenza.   

Typhoid  fever  has  been  very  prevalent  in 
Tochigi  of  late,  but  small-pox  is  gradually  dis- 
pearing,  both  there  and  in  the  capital. 

After  two  days  of  fine  weather,  rain  set  ir 
again  on  Wednesday  evening;  but  the  tempera 
ture  has  not  fallen  so  much  this  time. 

The  Tokyo  City  Assembly  has  decided  to  cancel 
its  contract  with  the  Tokyo  Iron  Foundry  and 
to  order  10,000  tons  of  pipes  from  abroad. 

The  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  14  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  carries 
forward  yen  34,548.411  to  the  new  account. 

Celestin  Pequignot,  one  of  the  oldest  foreign 
residents  in  Japan,  died  on  the  14th  inst.  He 
was  formerly  coachman  at  the  French  Legation. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Mitsui  Koki, 
father  of  Mr.  Mitsui  Saburosuke,  President  of 
the  Mitsui  Co.,  which  took  place  in  Tokyo  on 
the  nth  inst. 


The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  announce  a  "  gala 
night "  for  the  30th  March,  when  the  presenta- 
tion of  various  prizes  will  take  place.  The 
President  also  takes  leave  of  the  Club  that 
evening,  preparatory  to  his  holiday  in  Europe. 

Two  new  political  parties  are  on  the  eve  of 
being  brought  into  existence  in  Japan.  One  is 
a  fiscal  association,  for  developing  the  resources 
of  the  country  on  economic  bases  ;  the  other  an 
agrarian  league,  pledged  to  further  the  inter- 
rests  of  the  farming  class. 


An  interesting  personal  record  of  the  great 
American  Civil  War,  was  related  by  Dr.  Clay 
MacCaulay  at  the  last  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
Yokohama  Literary  Society. 


The  Sakata  Maru,  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha, 
which  went  ashore  near  the  entrance  to  Fushiki 
harbour,  some  month  or  so  ago,  has  been  suc- 
cessfully floated  off.    The  work  of  salvage  was 


The  Blue-Funnel  liner  Tantalus,  one  of  the 
new  boats,  while  on  her  homeward  voyage  from 
Japan  and  China,  struck  the  Nine-pins  shoal,  on 
the  China  Coast,  and  had  to  be  assisted  to  port. 
No  lives  were  lost,  but  the  damage  sustained  by 
the  vessel  will  necessitate  extensive  repairs  and 
a  delay  of  several  weeks. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of 
special  postage  stamps  issued  in  connection  with 
the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding,  and  sold  at  the 
Tokyo  and  -the  Yokohama  Post  and  Telegraph 
Offices  on  the  9th  inst.: — Tokyo:  $-sen  stamps, 
6,344,  and  2-sen  16,633  ;  Yokohama,  $-sen 
19,310,  and  2-sen  30,026. 

Thj$  work  of  cutting  eight  tunnels  in  connec 
tion  with  the  improvements  of  the  Yokohama 
Waterworks  is  making  rapid  progress,  and  is 
expected  to  be  completed  before  the  close  of  this 
month  ;  the  laying  of  iron  pipes  will  occupy 
the  following  month.  These  improvements  will 
prevent  the  leakage  of  water  and  increase  the 
amount  sent  down  to  Yokohama  by  1,600,000 

gallons.   

The  import  and  export  trade  of  Gensan, 
Korea,  during  December  last  amounted  to  pen 
210,333  m  value,  of  which  yen  99,084  were 
imports,  and  yen  111,249  exporls.  The  values 
of  commodities  over  yen  2,000  exported  and 
imported  during  the  month  were  as  follow  : — 
Exports,  yen  33,459  large  beans,  yen  55,718 
gold  bullion,  yen  5,803  dried  sardines,  yen 
4,851  cow-hides,  yen  4,803  meitaigyo  (fish),  and 


yen  3,211  hemp  goods;  Imports,  yen  24,955 
muslin,  yen  25,247  while  cotton  goods,  yen 
2,106  thread,  yen  16,403  raw  cotton,  yen  2,556 
cleaned  1  ice,  yen  4,118  kerosene  oil,  yen  4,308 
salt,  &m\  yen  2,030  silk  fabrics. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  the  cracks  in  the  cement  blocks  used 
in  the  breakwaters  of  the  Yokohama  Harbour 
Works,  have  presented  their  report.  They  find 
that  the  cement  was  not  at  fault,  but  that  the 
ramming  of  the  materials  was  defective,  while 
insufficient  time  was  allowed  for  the  setting  of 
the  cement.  Only  about  5  per  cent,  of  the 
blocks  were  damaged. 

Kitchell,  a  Malay  quarter-master  on  board  the 
P.  &  O.  steamer  Verona,  has  been  sentenced  to 
six  months  hard  labour  for  accidentally  shoot- 
ing a  Japanese  with  a  revolver,  while  quarrelling 
with  a  shipmate  in  a  grog-shop  in  Kobe.  Mr. 
Enslie,  H.B.M.'s  Consul,  in  delivering  sentence 
strongly  deprecated  the  carrying  of  loaded  re- 
volvers by  seamen  when  ashore. 

The  English  Cabinet  has  been  re-arranged, 
the  chief  positions  being  redistributed.  Lord 
Tweedmouth  is  the  only  fresh  admission  to  the 
ranks;  he  takes  the  post  of  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
Mr.  Gladstone  has  been  confined  to  his  bed 
through  a  chill.  The  reason  for  his  resigna- 
tion is  stated  to  be  the  cataract  which  has 
been  forming  over  his  eyes.  Lord  Rosebery's 
appointment  as  Premier  is  hailed  with  satis- 
faction generally,  but  Mr.  Labouchere's  follow- 
ing and  the  Parnellites  are  greatly  dissatisfied, 
and  have  either  taken  steps  toprotest  against 
the  appointment  or  issued  adverse  manifestoes. 
The  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  promised  the  new 
Government  the  support  of  the  Liberal  Unionists 
if  it  will  shelve  Home  Rule  and  consider  financial 
and  other  necessary  measures  imperatively  call- 
ing for  attention  on  behalf  of  the  country's  wel- 
fare. The  strengthening  of  the  English  Navy 
is  also  demanded.  The  Queen's  Speech  closing 
the  Parliamentary  session  made  no  allusion  to 
Foreign  Affairs.  The  Parish  Councils  Bill  has 
become  law,  Mr.  Gladstone  proposing  under 
protest,  the  adoption  of  the  Bill  with  all  the 
Lord's  amendments.  The  Bland  Seigniorage 
Bill  has  passed  the  U.S.  Senate. 

Teere  is  not  much  to  be  said  about  the  Im- 
port trade.  Yarns  and  Grey  Shirtings  have 
been  taken  to  meet  requirements,  but  little  be- 
yond, on  account  of  the  high  prices  ruling,  con- 
sumers in  the  interior  putting  off  their  purchases 
on  the  same  account.  Fancy  Cottons  and  Wool- 
lens remain  quiet.  There  is  no  moving  Metals, 
and  holders  are  strong  enough  apparently  to  wait 
till  buyers  are  by  their  necessities  forced  into 
the  market.  Though  quotations  for  Kerosene 
are  unchanged,  the  market  is  very  firm  and 
prospects  are  good  for  the  continuation  of  a 
large  trade.  Sugar  is  in  active  demand  at  late 
rales,  all  sorts  more  or  less  participating,  and 
business  seems  to  be  on  a  very  sound  footing. 
The  principal  Export  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  buyers  daily  to  a  small  extent,  but  the  total 
for  the  week  only  amounts  to  about  900 
piculs  of  Raw  Silk.  There  is  still  a  heavy 
stock  for  March,  with  a  likelihood  of  a  further 
increase  when,  in  a  few  weeks,  the  spring  reel- 
ings commence  to  arrive,  by  which  time  the  new 
crop  will  begin  to  be  talked  about.  There  has 
been  rather  more  done  in  Waste,  though  not 
enough  to  make  any  great  impression  on  the  very 
large  stock  still  on  the  market — nearly  17,000 
piculs.  There  is  nothing  to  report  in  Tea 
transactions,  but  the  new  crop  is  said  to  be  for- 
ward, and,  given  some  fine  warm  weather  at 
once,  the  season  would  probably  be  an  early 
one.   Exchange  has  again  declined. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  columns  of  the  vernacular  press  during 
the  week  have  been  full  of  political  rumours  of 
various  kinds.  Stories  about  alleged  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  Satsuma  elements  in  the 
Cabinet  at  the  growing  intimacy  between  the 
Ito-Mutsu  section  and  the  Radical  Parly,  are 
still  making  the  rounds  of  the  metropolitan 
papers.  Count  Inouye's  absence  from  the 
Capital  on  account  of  sickness  has  furnished  a 
fruitful  subject  of  gossip  and  speculation.  It 
happens  that  his  illness  coincided  with  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Local  Governors  at 
the  Home  Office  to  consider  various  questions 
bearing  on  local  administration.  From  this 
circumstance,  it  is  inferred  that  Count  Ino- 
uye  is  not  satisfied  with  the  part  taken  in 
the  recent  elections  by  the  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  who,  it  is  al- 
leged, managed  the  elections  without  paying 
much  attention  to  the  views  of  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs.  Count  Inouye  is  also  represented 
to  be  among  the  clan  statesmen  who  are  alarm- 
ed at  the  Premier's  increasing  tendency  to  rely 
upon  the  support  of  the  Radical  Party.  It  is, 
consequently,  stated  by  certain  papers  that  the 
apprehended  changes  in  the  Cabinet  will  pro- 
bably include  the  resignation  of  Count  Inouye. 
The  talk  about  the  alleged  refusal  of  Count 
Itagaki  to  see  Count  Ito  at  Oiso  has  not  yet 
ceased.  The  Radical  leader's  refusal,  say  some 
papers,  was  not  absolute,  but  had  something 
either  in  its  tone  or  language  which  plainly  indi- 
cated willingness  to  meet  the  Premier  at  some 
futurelime  and  someotherplace.  That  Count  Ito 
sought  an  interview  with  Count  Itagaki  and 
Count  Inouye's  present  stay  at  Kamakura  has 
any  political  significance,  are  positively  denied 
by  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun.  But  the  Op- 
position papers  pay  no  regard  to  the  Nichi 
Nichi' s  denial,  however  strong  and  well  founded 
it  may  be.  They  continue  their  congenial 
pastime  of  circulating  disquieting  rumours. 
They  further  state  that  the  so-called  Military 
section  of  the  clan  statesmen  is  labouring  to 
bring  about  the  speedy  fall  of  the  present 
Cabinet.  Viscounts  Takashima  and  Kabayama 
— so  the  story  runs — recently  held  a  conference 
at  Osaka  with  Messrs.  Sassa  Tomofusa,  Furusho 
Kamon,  Yasuba  Yasukazu,  and  Takahashi 
Kenzo.  As  the  result  of  the  conference,  Vis- 
count Takashima  came  up  to  Tokyo,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  prevailing  upon  Count  Saigo 
and  Count  Oyama  to  resign  and  join  the  Mili- 
tary Party,  and  requesting  Count  Matsukata  to 
repair  to  Osaka  and  take  the  chair  at  a  meeting 
of  the  malcontents  to  be  shortly  held  in  that 
city.  Count  Matsukata,  it  is  said,  has  reluc- 
tantly consented  to  go  to  Osaka,  but  he  is  not 
believed  to  be  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  mal- 
contents. As  to  Counts  Saigo  and  Oyama, 
they  are  reported  to  have  positively  rejected  the 
advice  of  Viscount  Takashima.  The  latter's  mis- 
sion having  thus  failed,  he  is  supposed  to  have 
shut  himself  up  in  his  house  at  Kioicho,  Tokyo, 
where,  declining  to  see  any  visitor,  he  medi- 
tates means  of  precipitating  a  split  in  the 
Government.  Turning  to  political  parties, 
it  is  reported  that  Count  Okuma  is  elaborating 
a  scheme  for  amalgamating  under  one  banner 
three  out  of  the  six  allied  parties,  namely  the 
Kaishin-to,  the  Doshi  Seisha,  and  the  Do  met 
Seisha.  The  leaders  of  the  latter  two  factions 
have  issued  circulars  to  their  followers  to  come 
up  to  Tokyo  at  once,  to  consider,  it  is  suppos- 
ed, a  proposition  about  amalgamation.  The 
National  Unionists  are  for  the  present  left  out 
of  consideration,  but  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  proposed  amalgamation,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  will  continue  to  be  staunch  allies 
of  the  Kaishin-to.  Should  the  project  of  amalga- 
tion  succeed,  the  newparty  is  tobecalled  the/W 

Nippon  Min-to  (Popular  Partyof  Great  Japan). 
* 

*  * 

The  growing  political  importance  of  the  mer- 
cantile vis-a-vts  the  landed  class  is  beginning  to 
attract  the  attention  of  metropolitan  journals. 
The  new  factor  in  the  political  world  is  repre- 
sented by  an  association  just  formed,  the  Im- 
perial Fiscal  Reform  League.    The  mercantile 


classes  are  naturally  indignant  at  the  exclusive 
devotion  of  politicians  to  the  interests  of  landed 
proprietors.  The  Manifesto  of  the  new  League, 
as  already  noticed  in  these  columns,  is  decided- 
ly unfavourable  to  these  politicians.  Moreover, 
the  mercantile  classes  are  positively  opposed 
to  the  movement  for  Strict  Enforcement  of 
the  Treaties,  and,  consequently,  their  grow- 
ing importance  as  a  political  factor  causes 
no  small  alarm  to  the  Opposition.  The  Niro- 
ku  Shimpo  points  out  the  danger  to  the  Oppo- 
sition politicians  of  continuing  to  alienate  the 
hearts  of  the  business  section  of  the  people  by 
confining  their  attention  to  questions  of 
abstract  politics  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of 
practical  interest.  The  Hochi  Shimbun,  on 
the  contrary,  advises  the  promoters  of  the  new 
League  to  give  iheir  hearty  support  to  the  par- 
ties devoted  to  the  demolition  of  Clan  Govern- 
ment, because  reforms,  especially  financial  such 
as  those  demanded  by  the  League,  are  beyond 
the  ability  of  that  Government. 

*  * 

The  report  that  there  is  a  tendency  on  the 
part  of  not  a  few  members  of  the  Doshi  Sei- 
sha to  favourably  entertain  a  proposal  for  their 
return  to  the  Radical  Party,  seems  to  have 
caused  much  anxiety  among  the  allied  Opposi- 
tion factions.  The  Mainichi  Shimbun,  the 
Shin  Choya  Shimbun,  and  a  few  others  be- 
longing to  the  Opposition,  pretend  to  put  no 
faith  in  the  report;  but  that  they  are  ill  at  ease 
is  evident  to  the  least  observant  reader  of  their 
articles.  They  dwell  at  great  length  upon  the 
courage,  judgment,  and  dignity  displayed  by 
the  members  of  the  Doshi  Seisha  when  they 
severed  their  connection  with  their  corrupt  and 
enslaved  comrades  of  the  Radical  Parly.  Hav- 
ing left  lhat  Party  on  account  of  its  secret  alli- 
ance with  the  clan  Government,  the  members  of 
the  Doshi  Seisha  are  declared  to  be  too  honor- 
able to  think  of  rejoining  it  now  that  its  discre- 
ditable connection  with  the  Cabinet  is  closer  than 
ever.  Consequently,  the  Opposition  papers 
simulate  inability  to  place  the  slightest  con- 
fidence in  any  report  that  calls  in  question  the 
honour  of  these  virtuous  seceders  from  the 
Radical  camp. 

* 

*  * 

Whatever  may  be  the  truth  of  the  rumour  that 
Count  Okuma  is  stirring  heaven  and  earth  to 
separate  the  Satsuma  and  Choshu  elements  of 
the  present  Cabinet,  and  by  combining  with  the 
former,  to  form  a  coalition  Ministry,  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  Progressionist  papers  are  now 
inclined  to  say  good  things  about  the  Matsu- 
kata Cabinet.  The  Hochi  Shimbun,  for  instance, 
observes  that  the  Matsukata  Cabinet,  with  all 
its  errors  and  blunders,  was  more  constitution- 
al than  its  successor.  Our  contemporary  se- 
verely censures  the  present  Cabinet's  conduct 
in  dissolving  the  late  House  of  Representatives 
— a  subject  so  repeatedly  noticed  in  these  col- 
umns that  it  is  not  necessary  to  follow  the 
Hochi  into  the  details  of  its  specious  argu- 
ments. Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Progressionist 
organ's  object  in  introducing  this  hacknied  topic 
is  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  Ito  Cabinet 
with  tti at  of  the  Matsukata  Cabinet  under  similar 
circumstances.  The  Hochi  calls  upon  the  allied 
parties  to  hold  together  in  the  coming  struggle, 
and  never  rest  till  ihein  long  cherished  object 
of  establishing  a  responsible  Cabinet  shall  have 
been  attained.  Only  when  that  goal  has  been 
reached  will  all  the  wrongs  in  the  external  and 
internal  administration  of  the  Government  right 
themselves  of  their  own  accord. 

Similar  advice  is  offered  to  the  allied  Oppo- 
sition parties  by  all  the  papers  friendly  to  them. 
The  very  zeal  with  which  these  journals  em- 
phasize the  necessity  of  union  in  the  motley 
camp  of  the  Opposition  suggests  a  suspicion  that 
the  bonds  which  temporarily  bound  the  hetero- 
genous elements  are  not  over  strong.  Deserv- 
edly or  undeservedly,  the  Progressionists  enjoy 
the  reputation  of  craftiness  and  even  crookedness 
in  their  dealings  and  policy.  This  popular 
prejudice  no  doubt  exists  among  the  members 
of  the  parties  at  present  allied  with  the  Pro- 
gressionists, and  is  not  softened  but  rather 


intensified  by  the  fact  that  the  Kaishin-to  won 

more  seats  in  the  recent  elections  than  they  ever 

possessed  before.  The  Progressionists,  it  is  true, 

are  bearing  themselves  with  great  moderation, 

and  seem  to  be  as  ready  as  ever  to  leave  to 

their  allies  the  lion's  share  of  places  of  honour 

in  the  new  House  of  Representatives.  But 

being  now  decidedly  the  most  numerous  and 

influential  party  in  the  Opposition  camp,  it  will 

not  be  so  easy  for  them  as  it  has  hitherto  been 

to  act  with  moderation  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 

there  will  be  a  stronger  tendency  among  their 

allies  to  regard  them  with  doubt  and  suspicion. 

Hence  the  zeal  with  which  the  Progressionist 

papers  urge  upon  the  allied  factions  the  vital 

importance  of  combination  and  constancy. 
* 

*  * 

The  employment  of  part  of  the  surplus  for 
depraying  expenditures  in  excess  of  the 
amounts  provided  for  in  the  current  Budget,  or 
not  provided  for  at  all,  has  been  severely  criti- 
cised by  the  great  majority  of  the  Tokyo  papers. 
Their  arguments  are  briefly  as  follow  : — The 
first  provision  in  the  Constitution  bearing  upon 
this  point  is  contained  in  the  64th  Article,  where 
it  is  stated  that  "  any  and  all  expenditures  over- 
passing the  appropriations  set  forth  in  the  Titles 
and  Paragraphs  of  the  Budget,  or  that  are  not 
provided  for  in  the  Budget,  shall  subsequently 
require  the  approbation  of  the  Imperial  Diet." 
The  source  from  which  these  expenditures  are 
to  be  met  is  specified  in  the  69th  Article,  which 
provides  that  "  in  order  to  supply  deficiencies, 
which  are  unavoidable,  in  the  Budget,  and  to 
meet  requirements  unprovided  for  in  the  same, 
a  Reserve  Fund  shall  be  provided  in  the  Budget." 
When  this  source  of  supply  is  inadequate  or  has 
been  already  exhausted,  recourse  must  be  had 
to  the  70th  Article,  which  provides  that  "  when 
the  Imperial  Diet  cannot  be  convoked,  owing 
to  the  external  or  internal  condition  of  the 
country,  in  case  of  urgent  need  for  the 
maintenance  of  public  safety,  the  Govern- 
ment may  take  all  necessary  financial  mea- 
sures by  means  of  an  Imperial  Ordiance." 
The  article  further  provides  that  the  matter 
shall  be  afterwards  submitted  to  the  Imperial 
Diet  for  its  approbation.  Now  it  is  argued  that 
the  Reserve  Fund  in  the  current  Budget  having 
been  all  spent,  the  Cabinet  ought  to  have  avail- 
itself  of  the  70th  Article  and  announced  the 
appropriations  by  an  Imperial  Ordinance.  No 
such  step  has  been  taken  by  the  Cabinet :  it  has 
met  the  requirements  out  of  the  surplus  by  the 
same  process  as  though  the  surplus  were  a  Re- 
serve Fund.    The  Cabinet  is,  therefore,  accused 

of  having  acted  contrary  to  the  Constitution. 
# 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  however,  points 
out  lhat  precedents  are  in  favour  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Government.  Moreover,  the 
Diet  once  gave  its  approval  to  a  similar  mea- 
sure adopted  by  the  Matsukata  Cabinet  in  re- 
spect of  aid  to  engineering  works  in  the  Prefec- 
tures of  Aichi,  Gifu,  and  elsewhere.  True,  the 
step  was  in  that  instance  announced  by  Im- 
perial Ordinance,  but  that  it  was  taken  in  virtue 
of,  not  the  70th,  but  the  64th  Article,  is  clear 
from  a  statement  made  in  the  Diet  by  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Finance,  and  the  64th  Article 
does  not  provide  that  the  measure  must  be  pro- 
mulgated by  Imperial  Ordinance. 

* 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  thinks  it  idle  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion from  a  constitutional  point  of  view.  When 
there  is  pressing  necessary,  it  is  but  proper  for  the 
Government  to  make  use  of  the  surplus.  Whe- 
ther ils  conduct  will  be  approved  or  disapproved 
by  the  Diet,  depends  upon  the  amount  of  credit 
it  enjoys.  This  view  is  shared  by  the  Nippon. 
» 

*  * 

The  Progressionist  papers  continue  to  com- 
plain of  the  injustice  of  branding  the  movement 
for  strict  Treaty  Enforcement  as  anti-foreign. 
They  profess  to  regret  that  the  Government  and 
its  friends  are  doing  great  national  mischief  by 
giving  an  ugly  name  to  such  a  measure.  The 
promoters  of  the  movement,  they  allege,  are 
not  actuated  by  any  sentiment  prejudicial  to  fo- 
reigners. Their  only  motive  is  to  force  the 
Government  to  adopt  a  more  manly  course  of 
policy  in  foreign  affairs. 
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A  TYPICAL  INSTANCE. 

Electioneering  is  an  expensive  and  oft-times 
exciting  business  all  the  world   over.    At  a 
rough  estimate,  the  active  participants  in  the 
recent  elections,  those  who  coveted  one  of  the 
rather  unstable  seats  in  the  Lower  House,  spent 
on  an  average  1,000  yen,  at  least  to  judge  by 
what  the  vernacular  press  has  to  say  on  the 
subject.     As  a  case  in  point,  we    give  a  few 
facts    said  to  be  trustworthy,  concerning  the 
recent    lively   contest   betsveen  Mr.  Hayashi 
Waichi  and  Mr.  Magi,  for  the  representation  of 
the  twelfth  metropolitan  ward.    This  region  in- 
cludes  three    kori :   Kita  Toshima,  Mmami 
Toshima,  and  Higashi  Tama,  all  lying  in  the 
outskirts  of   Tokyo.    The  three  kon  possess 
thirty-two  villages,   with   200,000  inhabitants 
and  850  holders  of  the  franchise.    The  roads 
between  the  villages  are  of  the  worst  possible 
description,  making  travel  by  night  anything 
rather  than  an  agreeable  undertaking.    To  visit 
these  150  voters,  Mr.  Hayashi   employed  no 
less   than  thirty  barristers  and   their  under- 
lings  whose  duty  it  was  to  solicit  votes;  but 
in  no   case  was  any   gift  made  of  any  de- 
scription  whatever,  Mr.  Hayashi  being  even 
unwilling  to  give  a  dinner  to  his  constituents 
according  to  the  usual  custom,  preferring  rather 
to  let  his  chances  stand  or  fall  on  his  own  merits 
These  thirty  middle-men  travelled  no  less  than 
three  thousand   ri  hither  and  thither  going 
from  village  to  village,  the  amount  of  their 
kuruma-h\re  alone  reaching  the  high  figure  of 
600  yen.    On  no  occasion  did  Mr.  Hayashi 
personally  visit  a  constituent  or  even  make  a 
public  speech,  his  only  act  in  the  latter  direc- 
tion being  to  distribute  a  printed  circular  letter, 
setting  forth  his  political  views.    He  enjoyed 
besides  the  powerful  support  of  Dr.  Hatoyama 
Kazuo  who,  despite  having  his  own  election  to 
look  after,  took  the   liveliest  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  old  friend  and  colleague.    All  was 
plain  sailing  until  the  14th  of  last  month,  when 
an  energetic  opponent  made  his  appearance  m 
the  person  of  Mr.  Magi,  a  Radical.    Not  much 
time  being  at  his  disposal,  he  collected  a  small 
armv  of  over  three  hundred  assistants,  said  to 
have  been  mostly  of  the  soshi  persuasion  or 
belonging  to  the  lowest  ranks  of  society.  Nearly 
all  of  These,  the  other  side  allege,  carried  shikomi 
or  sword-sticks,  and  although  they  never  proceed- 
ed to  violence,  they  were  apt  to  flourish  then- 
weapons  or  ostentatiously  unsheath  them  upon 
entering  the  domicile  of  a  timid  voter.  Mr. 
Magi's  case  appeared  hopeless  from  the  outset 
in  spite  of  his  decidedly  energetic  measures ;  it 
was  declared  by  his  opponents  that  all  he  hoped 
was  to  force  Mr.  Hayashi  to  retire  from  the 
contest,  out  of  consideration  for  the  personal 
safety  of  his  constituents,  but  this  is  a  little  too 
incredible.    As  the  1st  of  this  month  drew  near 
the  excitement  grew  tremendous.    On  the  night 
before  election-day,  Mr.  Hayashi  s  aides  saw 
that  four  hundred  of  their  constituents  were 
safely  lodged  in  other  places  than  their  own 
homes  :  in  various  inns  and  the  houses  of  local 
wealthy   merchants.    The   following   day  the 
balloting  commenced,  each  of  the  thirty-two 
villages  having  its  own  polling-booth,  where  the 
ballot-box  was  watched  by  the  headman  and 
three  elders,  besides  two  police-constables  and 
two  gensdarmes.    Mr.  Hayashi  had  his  head- 
quarters" in  the   three  largest  villages,  and 
several  swift  runners  in  his  employ,— there  be- 
ins  no  telegraphic  nor  telephonic  connection 
with  the  city— and  these  men  kept  his  aides 
constantly  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  vot- 
ing, the  news  then  being  sent  on  to  Tokyo  by 
other  speedy  messengers.    At  the  close  of  the 
day  the  ballot-boxes  were  borne  under  police- 
guard  to  the  gun-yakusho,  or  District  Chief 
Office  where  the  votes  were  counted.   As  early 
as  three  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  friends 
came  to  congratulate  the  winner  of  the  con- 
test,  and   at   ten    a.m.   Mr.    Hayash.  was 
officially  informed  that  he   headed  the  poll 
with  531  votes,  against  239  in  favour  of  his 
opponent.    This  was  a  signal  victory  and  one 
which  not  only  Mr.  Hayashi  but  the  electors 
are  to  be  congratulated  ;  for  it  represented  the 


triumph  of  honest,  straightforward  efforts  over 
disorderly  measures  and  the  reckless  expendi- 
ture of  money,  though  be  it  said  in  Mr.  Magi's 
favour  that  he  is  not  believed  to  have  lent  his 
countenance  to  the  ruffianly  conduct  of  his 
aides.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Ilayashi's  total  ex- 
penditure is  estimated  at  fifteen  hundred  yen  : 
an  exceedingly  moderate  figure  ;  while  Mr.  Magi 
is  estimated  to  be  fully  twice  that  sum  out  of 
pocket.  


1'OREIGN  POWERS  AND  THE  SILVER  WEDDING. 

The  Official  Gatetle  publishes  a  becoming 
account  of  the  ceremonial  connected  with  the 
Silver  Wedding — becoming  in  the  sense  that  it 
is  quite  as  dry  and  sketchy  as  the  most  orthodox 
official  statement  could  well  be.  It  contains, 
however,  one  item  of  interest,  namely,  an  ac- 
count of  the  congratulatory  messages  received 
from  Foreign  Sovereigns.  The  messages  are 
given  as  follow  :— 

From  His  Imperial  Majesty  tlie  Emperor  ol 
Austria-Hungary  .— "  Info.med  of  the  great  cere- 
mony which  Your  Majesty  and  Your  Imperial 
Consort  are  to  conduct  on  to  morrow,  the  9th 
instant,  We  and  our  Empress  desire  to  convey 
expressions  of  our  gieat  gi  alification  and  sin- 
ceiest  congialulation." 

Fioni  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  ot 
Germany:—"  We  aie  mucli  giatified  to  learn  thai 
Your  Majesty  and  Your  Imperial  Consoi  t  are 
about  to  celebrate  tlie  251)1  Anniversaiy  of  Your 
Imperial  Maitiage.  We  lender  on.  heartiest 
congratulations  and  pray  for  the  welfare  of  You. 
Impei  ial  Majesties  and  of  Your  Imperial  family. 

Fiom  the  Grand-Duke  and  Duchess  of  Saxe- 
Weimar  :— "  We  offer  our  sincei  e  congratulations 
to  Your  Imperial  Majesties  in  connection  will 
the  celebration  of  the  25th  Anniversary  of  Youi 
Impei  ial  Maniage." 

"  From  the  President  of  the  Swiss  Republic:— 
The  Members  of  the  National  Assembly  ofSwil^ 
zerland   desire  to  lender  their  profoundest  and 
since,  est  congratulations  to  Your  Imperial  Maps 
ly  and  Your  Imperial  Consort." 
From  the  King  of  the  Belgians  a  letter  was  sent 
which  the  Representative  of  that  Power  trans- 
milted   to  His  Majesty.      As   for   the  other 
Powers,  France,  Great  Britain,  Italy,  Russia,  the 
United  States  of  America,  Korea,  and  Mexico, 
their  messages  were  conveyed  through  their 
several  Representatives  but  what  were  the  exact 
terms  employed  the  Official  Gazette  does  not  say. 


4  NEW  POLITICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  political  association  whose  proposed  forma- 
tion has  been  a  topic  of  public  talk  during  the 
past  few  days,  has  at  last  been  publicly  an- 
nounced under  the  name  of  the  Imperial  Fiscal 
Reform  League   (Teikoku  Zaisei  Kaku-shin 
Kai)  The  principal  promoters  are  Mr.  Taguchi, 
editor  of  the   Keizai  Zasshi,  and  Mr.  Ozaki 
Saburo,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Peers.  The 
report  that  Prince  Konoye  had  been  asked  to 
become  leader  of  the  League  has  proved  in- 
accurate.   He  was  invited  to  join,  not  in  the 
capacity  of  leader,  but  as  principal  promoter, 
and  though  expressing  himself  pleased,  upon 
the  whole,  with  the  aims  of  the  Association,  he 
asked  for  time  to  consider  well  before  coming  to 
a  decision  as  to  identifying  himself  with  it.  On 
the  5U1  instant,  through  the  good  offices  of  Prince 
Konoye,  Mr.  Taguchi  was  enabled  to  address 
at  the  Nobles'  Club  a  large  number  of  the  mem 
bers  of  the  Upper  House.    He  explained  the 
purposes  for  which  the  Association  was  to  be 
called  into  existence,  and  solicited  the  support 
of  his  distinguished  audience.    Out  of  the  nu 
merous  company  assembled  there,  Mr.  Ozak 
Saburo  at  once  expressed  his  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  plan,  and  enthusiastically  seconded 
Mr.  Taguchi's  request.     The  rest  of  the  audi- 
ence, however,  though  not  unfavourably  dis- 
posed toward  the  scheme,  could  not  come  to  an 
immediate  decision.     They  promised  to  con- 
sider and  reply  subsequently.    Thus  at  present 
the  ultimate  attitude  of  the  members  of  the 
Upper  House  remains  uncertain,  but  it  is  re- 
ported that  Mr.  Taguchi  counts  upon  the  devoted 
support  of  a  large  number  of  influential  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers.  He  and  some  other 
promoters  of  the  League  being  personally  more 
intimately  connected  with  the  Progressionists 
than  with   the   members  of  any  other  Party, 
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some  people  seem  to  have  rashly  concluded 
that  the  new  political  body  would  ally  itself  with 
the  Kahhin  to.  But  we  are  assured  that  such 
is  not  the  case.  The  following  is  a  translation 
of  the  Manifesto  issued  by  the  originators  of  the 
League  : — 

Four   years  have   alieady  elapsed   since  the 
establishment  ol  the  Diet,  and  during  that  iuteival 
of  lime  five  sessions  have  been  opened  and  closed  ; 
but  tlie  new  institution  has  not  yet  conferred  the 
slightest  benefits  upon  the  people  in  eenetal.  On 
tlie  conliary,  an  increase  has  been  made  in  the 
taxes  upon  alcoholic  spiiils  and  exchanges.    It  is 
claimed  that  the  Treasury  has  an  annual  suiplus 
of  six  millions.    But  as  this  sum  is  consumed  by 
Supplemental  y  Budgets,   the   icsult  is  p.eci&ely 
as  though  there  weie  no  surplus.    Such  an  un- 
satisfactory stale  of  things  is  at ti  ibutable  to  the 
incessant  political  contest  between    the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Diet,  neither  side  paying  any  alten- 
to  the  bi  oad  question  of  national  finance.    A  more 
deploi  able  slate  of  affairs  can  not  be  imagined. 
Political   strife  may,  under    ceitain  conditions, 
serve    lo    prevent   abuse    and    corruption,  but 
in  our  opinion  ibere  are  other  mallei  s  of  far  more 
urgent  importance,  and  foremost   among  them 
stands  lefoim  of  the  national  finances  will)  a  view 
to  the  development  of  the  country's  resources. 
The  Slates  of  Europe  and  America  are  extending 
tlie  spheies  of  their  influence  willi  almost  maivel- 
lous  rapidity  and  success.     Reference  need  only 
be  made  lo  the  condition  of  things  in  Luzon,  India, 
Bui  mab,  Anuam,  and  Siam.    In  order  lo  firmly 
establish  the  foundation  of  our  national  independ- 
ence, it  is  essential  above  all  to  em  ich  the  country. 
England  obtains  annually  from  her  import  trade 
duties  aggiegating  159,200,000  yen  (the  yen  is 
taken   as  \  of  £l),  the  Hade  itself  amounting 
to   3,400,000,000  yen  ;  France  gets  107,200,000 
yen  from  a  total  impoit  trade  of  1,450,000,000 
yen;    and   the   United   States  get  357,000,000 
yen    from    imports    aggregating  1,230,000,000 
yen.     These    figures  explain    the    reason  why 
the  above  countries  have  more  than  sufficient 
means  to  maintain  large  military  and  naval  esta- 
blishments.    What  are  the  figures   for  Japan? 
Her  total  impoits  amount  only  10  88,000,000 yen, 
from  which,  at  the  aveiage  rate  of  3$  per  cent., 
lie  obtains  a  revenue  barely  reaching  3,000,000 
yen.     In   the  present  undeveloped    state   of  tier 
lade,  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  proem  e 
any  laige  income  from  this  source,  even  though 
llie  rates  were  considerably  increased.     In  order 
to  be  strong,  a  countiy  must  first  become  wealthy. 
Is  Japan  incapable  of  becoming  rich  ?  Far  from  it. 
Her  favourable  geographical  position,  her  temper- 
ate climate,  her  feitile  soil,  her  deft-handed  inhabi- 
tants—these things  combined  ought  to  assure  to 
ber  a  splendid  future.   It  is  only  necessai  y  that  her 
commercial  administration  be  reformed  and  that 
her  baibours  be  improved.  Her  wealth  would  then 
increase  so  as  to  place  her  on  a  level  with  the 
couutiies  of  Europe  and  America.    A  glance  at 
the  history  of  the  poweiful  Countries  of  the  West, 
shows   that  the  wonderful  development   of  their 
trade  is  only  a  phenomenon  of  the  present  century, 
and  that,  previous  to  this  century,   their  wealth 
was    even    less    than    that    of    Japan.    Even  in 
the  present  day,  some  of  the  secondaiy  Poweis 
of   Europe  are    infeiior  lo   Japan.    As  already 
stated,  we  entertain  high  hopes  for  the  future  pro- 
sperity of  this  Empire.    But  at  present,  unfortun- 
ately, the  foundation  of  our  national  wealth  has 
scarcely  been  laid,  while  the  existence  of  various 
administrative  evils  hinders  the  development  of 
the  national  resomces  and  impedes  the  progress 
of  trade.    What  is  still  more  legrettable,  attention 
is  not  paid  to  this  state  of  affairs  either  by  the 
Government  or   by   the   Diet.      There  are  not, 
indeed,  wanting  men  in  the  Diet  who  occasionally 
call  attention  to  the  question.    But  their  voices 
aie  always  drowned   by  sounds  of  political  sti  ife 
between  the  Executive  and  the  Legislatm e.  That 
is  the  reason  why  the  present  League  has  been 
organized.     Judging  from   ils  actions,  the  Go- 
vernment seems  lo   possess  110  fixed  opinion  on 
financial  matters  and  to  be  only  bent  upon  study- 
ing the  varying  whims  of  public  opinion.    It  is 
the  intention  of  our  League,  with  the  support  and 
cooperation  of  intelligent  persons  in  every  election 
district  throughout  the  country,  lo  move  public 
opinion  towa.ds  effecting  the  required  refoims  in 
the  financial  administration  of  the  Empire. 


*  * 

From  the  Rules  published  simultaneously 
with  the  above  Manifesto,  we  learn  that  the 
affairs  of  the  League  are  to  be  managed  by  five 
Kanji,  with  the  advice  of  a  standing  council 
consisting  of  thirty  persons.  The  condition  of 
admission  to  the  League  is  that  the  applicant 
should  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  public  rights; 
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in  otlier  words,  he  must  possess  a  certain  amount 
of  property  or  income.  The  aims  of  the  League 
are  tabulated  as  follow  : — 

1  •  —To  transfer  die  prison  expend  it  111  es,  liithei  lo 
defi  ayed  out  of  local  taxes,  lo  the  charge  of  the 
1 1  easury, 

2.  — To  amend  tlie  proporl  ons  in  which  police 
expenditures  aie  borne,  so  thai  they  shall  be 
in  Tokyo  Fit  60  pet  cent,  front  the  Treasury  and 
40  per  cent,  front  local  taxes,  and  in  other  I>u  and 
Ken  50  per  cent,  from  the  Treasiny  and  50  front 
local  taxes. 

3.  — To  abolish  the  Tax  on  Trades  {eigyojii)  and 
M  iscellaneons  Tax  (zasshu-jit) ,  which  ate  based 
on  the  House  Tax. 

4- — To  abolish,  if  so  desiied  by  particular  loca- 
lities, the  Tax  on  Houses. 
5.  —  To  abolish  the  Expoti  Duties. 
6 — To  abolish  the  Tax  on  Confectionat  ies  and 

Cakes  of  all  kinds. 

7.  —  I'o  abolish  Taxes  on  Vehicles. 

8.  — To  reduce  the  Stamp  Duties  to  one-half  of 
the  pi  esent  amount. 

9- — To  1  educe  the  passenger  fares  on  all  Govei  n- 
ment  1  ail  ways  to  £  sen  per  mile  for  the  third-class, 
the  tales  for  the  second  and  first  classes  increasing 
by  50  per  cent,  and  100  per  cent,  respectively,  of 
that  for  the  lowest  class. 


I  HEN  AND  NOW. 


It  was  in  the  early  part  of  1865  that  the  Kaiyo 
Maru,  sometimes  spoken  of  as  the  Kanriu 
Maru,   returned   from  a  long   cruise  around 
the  world.    She  was  originally  a  Dutch  side- 
wheel  steamer  of  800  tons  burthen  and  aged 
at  the  time  of  her  purchase  by  the  Bakufu. 
The  admiral  in  charge  was  Enomoto  Kamajiro, 
and   next   to  him   ranked  Kimura  Settsu-no- 
Kami.    One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  ambassadorial 
suite  was  Ono  Tomogoro,  and  in  the  train  of 
Kimura   Settsu-no-Kami  was  a  bright-witted 
youth  who  already  gave  promise  of  future  great- 
ness.   On  board  of  this  little  man-of-war,  then 
the  largest  vessel  in  the  Shogun's  fleet,  were  a 
number  of  Japanese  youths  who  had  been  sent 
to  study  Western  civilization  in  England  and 
Holland.    One   of   these   youths  is   now  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Japan,  Count  Ito  Hirobumi ; 
Admiral  Enomoto   is   Minister  of  State  for 
Agriculture  and  Commerce;  Lord  Kimura  is 
living  peacefully  in  retitement   in  Tokyo,  his 
son   being  one  of  the   foremost  physicist's  in 
Japan   and  a   professor   in  the  First  Higher 
Middle   School ;  Ono  Tomogoro,  at  the  ad- 
vanced  age    of  eighty,  recently  completed  a 
series  of  text-bbok  on  the  use  of  the  abacus 
(soroban),  which  the  Meiho-do,  a  well-known 
legal  publishing-house  in  Tokyo,  is  endeavour- 
ing lo  have  adopted  in  all  primary  schools; 
while  the  quick-witted  lad  who  waited  on  Lord' 
Kimura— now  Mr.  Kimura — is  better  known  as 
the  Sage  of  Mita,  Mr.  Fukuzawa  Yukichi.  Then 
and  now!  Could  anything  better  illustrate  the 
world-wide  difference  between  Old  and  New 
Japan  ? 

A  little  more,  and  how  much  it  is ; 
A  little  less,  and  what  worlds  aw»y  ! 


that  the  Japanese  tongue  is  not  one  of  those 
that  will  live  for  ever;  that  it  is  incapable  of 
rendering  the  refinements  of  expression  and 
delicate  shades  of  thought  so  conspicuous  in 
European  and  American  literature.  He  finds 
fault  with  the  verb,  because  of  its  incapability 
of  inflection  ;  with  the  position  of  the  adverb, 
which  is  not  kept  within  the  boundaries  of  any 
recognized  rules;  with  Japanese  adjectives, 
which  he  characterizes  as  insufficient  in  number 
and  void  of  force  in  many  instances;  and  finally 
wilh  the  general  awkwardness  of  the  language 
itself,  which  cannot  turn  a  verb  into  a  noun  nor 
form  new  expressions  or  compounds  unless  it 
borrows  wholesale  from  the  Chinese.  With 
regard  to  the  national  religion,  accepting 
Shinto  as  such,  he  speaks  more  guardedly 
and  yet  wilh  an  evidently  deep  appreciation 
of  its  irreconcilability  with  scientific  facts. 
All  this,  of  course,  has  aroused  the  ire  of 
those  who  are  patriotic  before  being  accessible 
to  reason.  The  Waseda  Bungaku  has  taken 
up  the  gauntlet  and  characterizes  the  strictures 
of  the  essayist  in  the  Kokumin  Shimbun  as 
"cruel."  Prof.  Tsubouchi  defends  the  poety  of 
Japan  with  all  his  accustomed  fluent  vigour- 
yet  it  does  not  appear  that  his  refutation  in  any 
way  shakes  the  arguments  adduced  by  his 
opponent.  The  Ni-roku  Shimbun  condemns 
the  whole  controversy  as  "  childish  "  and  "  un- 
called-for." Other  papers  speak  of  the  writer 
as  unpatriotic  and  hypercritical. 

The  pen  of  the  same  essayist  is  noticeable  in 
another  forcible  attack,  this  time  directed  against 
Buddhism.  He  states  in  so  many  words  that 
the  Buddhist  creed  is  opposed  to  the  onward 
march  of  civilization  and  hence  injurious  lo 
Japan.  To  this  a  writer  in  the  Bukkyo,  the 
leading  Buddhist  magazine,  replies  vehemently 
and  vituperatively.  Mr.  Koga  Isamu  argues 
well,  and  it  is  evident  that  his  heart  is  in  his 
subject.  But  we  venture  lo  endorse  the  language 
of  the  Kokumin  Shimbun's  essayist.  Rank 
superstition,  such  as  is  the  Buddhism  of  Japan 
(with  few  exceptions),  is  incompatible  with 
either  reason  or  science. 


AN  INTERESTING  CONTROVERSY. 

An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Kokumin  Shimbun 
has  for  some  time  past  been  making  a  most 
determined  attack  on  Japanese  poetry,  history, 
grammar,  and  the   Shinto   Theology.     He  is 
evidently  rarely  skilled  in  all  these  subjects  and 
would  appear  to  be  equally  well  versed  in  foreign 
tongues,  for  in  his  diatribes  against  the  gram 
mar  of  the  Japanese  Language,  he  makes  fre- 
quent use  of  illustrations  from  English,  French, 
German,  Latin, and  Greek.    He  speaks  first  dis- 
paragingly of  Japanese  poetry,  as  being  without 
any  idea  of  sublimity,  hedged  in  by  arbitrary  and 
irrational  rules,  and  utterly  incapable  of  loftiness 
of  sentiment.    All  this  is  perfectly  true,  and  yet 
it  is  surprising  to  hear  a  Japanese  venturing  to 
speak  so  freely.    On  the  score  of  history,  he 
complains  that  Japanese  history  is  devoid  of  any 
chronological  system  ;  that  it  is  often  mislead 
ing  ;  that  ihe  older  canons  are  not,  or  may  nut, 
be  critically  examined  as  they  deserve,  and  that 
there  is  a  mass  of  matter  which  should  be 
thoroughly  purged  of  error  and  misconception 
before  being  taken  as  literal  fact.    With  regard 
o  the  grammatical  structure  of  the  language 
Ihe  wnter  advances  some  novel  yet  perfectly 
reasonable  and  well-founded  views.    He  holds 


JAPAN  AND  SUM. 

Of  late  the  possibility  of  planting  Japanese 
colonies  in  Siam  has  been  attracting  increasing 
attention  in  this  country.    A  number  of  enter- 
prising Japanese   now   in  Siam  are  sending 
patriotic    correspondence    to  home  journals. 
The  memory  of  Yamada  Nagamasa  and  his 
heroic  followers  haunts  the  imagination  of  these 
travellers,  and  they  never  weary  of  describing 
the  thrilling  sensations  they  felt  at  the  sight  of 
the  ancient  Japanese  village  in  Siam.    One  of 
them,  Mr.  Ishibashi  Usaburo,  who  lately  return- 
ed to  Japan,  is  reported  to  have  succeeded  in 
securing  the  hearty  cooperation  of  Mr.  Omiwa 
and  another  merchant  of  Osaka  on  behalf  of  a 
scheme  of  colonization.    It  is  said  that  the  lease 
of  a  tract  of  land  measuring  about  5,000  cho 
(12,500  acres)    has   been   obtained  from  the 
Siamese  Government,  and  that  the  intention  of 
the  projectors  is  to  invest  about  500,000  yen  in 
the  enterprise.    Mr.  Omiwa,  we  may  observe, 
is  a  well-known  personage  in  this  country  since 
his  ill-fated  connection  with  the  coinage  busi- 
ness in  Korea. 


fisheries  during  the  approaching  season.  Most 
of  these  announcements  are  made  on  the  alleged 
authority  of  the  State  Department  at  Washington, 
yet  in  many  cases  they  contain  statements  which 
cannot  possibly  be  supposed  to  have  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  United  States  Government.  A 
telegiam  dated  January  28th,  and  published  in 
the  New  York  Herald,  gives  the  extraordinary 
information  that  the  patrolling  forces  of  Japan 
and  Russia  are  to  be  augmented  by  a  fleet  of 
Korean  war-ships,  which  will  cruise  in  that 
part  of  the  Northern  Pacific  which  lies  west  of 
longitude  180  and  north  of  latitude  35.  This 
area,  we  are  gravely  told,  covers  the  seal 
regions  in  which  the  Korean  fishers  have  hitherto 
made  heavy  raids.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
the  existence  of  Korean  poachers  is  as  purely 
imaginary  as  that  of  a  Korean  fleet.  It  really 
seems  as  if  the  correspondents  at  Washington 
had  united  in  a  conspiracy  to  turn  the  State 
Department  into  ridicule— at  least  on  this  par- 
ticular question. 


*  * 


Other  notifications,  professing  to  be  derived 
from  the  same  source,  may  perhaps  have  a  belter 
foundation.  Secretary  Gresham,  it  is  declared, 
has  been  endeavouring  to  persuade  Sir  j! 
Pauncefote  thai  the  closed  season  should  be 
considerably  prolonged.  The  interests  of  Ame- 
rican fishermen  are  said  to  require  an  extension 
of  at  least  a  month,  and  an  amendment  to  the 
Regulations  is  expected,  by  which  the  period  of 
prohibition  shall  last  from  the  beginning  of 
April  till  the  end  of  June.  The  Navy  Depart- 
ment is  understood  to  have  promised  a  larger 
number  of  vessels  than  Mr.  Gresham  first  asked 
for,  and  in  spite  of  the  extremely  marine  flavour 
that  attaches  to  many  of  the  reports  on  the 
subject,  it  appears  evident  that  the  Uniied 
States  will  conduct  their  operations  this  year 
wilh  unusual  energy  and  thoroughness. 


Mr.  Kumagai  Naosuke,  formerly  a  Kuma- 
moto  politician  of  some  local  note,  but  now  a 
fortune-hunter  in  Siam,  has  also  a  plan  of  colo- 
nization. In  a  letter  to  one  of  ihe  metropolitan 
papers,  he  .states  that  he  has  made  a  special 
contract  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
the  lease  of  a  very  fertile  district  about  200  miles 
square.  In  his  recent  visit  to  the  site  of  the 
ancient  Japanese  village,  he  says  he  erected  a 
wooden  post  with  suitable  inscriptions  on  it. 
He  advises  his  young  countrymen  at  home  to 
turn  their  back  on  the  fruitless  political  contests 
of  the  time  and  cross  the  seas  to  Siam,  where  there 
are  vast  fields  wailing  to  be  exploited  by  men  of 
enterprise. 

SEALING  FACTS  AND  FABLES. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the  Mail 
to  the  singular  announcements  of  American 
newspapers  respecting  the  protection  of  seal 


HAPPILY  PREVENTED. 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
instant,  the  attention  of  certain  constables  on 
the  Asakusa  beat  was  attracted  by  a  child's 
subdued  wails  seeming  to  come  from  some- 
where  near  the  centre  of  the  Azuma-bashi. 
Hastening  to  the  spot  they  found  a  woman 
tying  the  hands  and  feet  of  two  children,  the 
one  a  little  girl  of  four,  and  the  other  a  boy 
of  hardly  two  years  of  age.    Hearing  the  sound 
of  approaching  footsleps,  the  woman  seized  the 
children  and  attempted  to  spring  into  the  river, 
but  was  fortunately  held  back  in  time,  'ihe 
woman  was,  it  appears,  the  mother  of  the  two 
little  ones.    Her  husband,  a  kurumaya,  had  for 
weeks  past  failed  to  supply   his  family  with 
sufficient  food,  spending  all  his  earnings  in 
drink.    The  poor  wife  had  borne  her  sufferings 
as  long  as  she  could,  but  finally  lost  courage 
and  determined  upon  committing  suicide  with 
her  two  youngest  children,  the  little  girl  pleading 
to  be  let  die  with  "  mother."    An  elder  boy 
was  left  at  home,  but  the  other  little  ones  were 
to  share  her  fate,  "for,"  said  the  woman,  "in 
this  world  they  cannot  live  without  my  care;  so 
in  the  next,  perhaps,  I  may  still  be  able  to  p't  o- 
tect  them."    It  is  pleasant  to  read  that  they 
have  since  found  friends  and  will  be  better  taken 
care  of  in  future ;  while  the  drunken  husband 
will  be  under  police  surveillance  for  some  time 
to  come.    But  what  heart-breaking  misery  there 
is  in  this  world  of  ours  ! 


MISSIONARY  TROUBLE  IN  AKITA. 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  reproduces  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Akita  Nich{  Ntchi  Shimbun:— 
"Trouble  has  arisen  in  connection  wilh  the  sale 
of  the  church  at  Honjo,  and  many  Christians 
have  come  to  Akita  in  connection  with  it.  The 
origin  of  the  affair  was  a  lecture  delivered  by 
an  American  missionary  in  Honjo  last  October. 
The  subject  was  the  Chicago  Exhibition,  but  in 
ihe  course  of  the  lecture  expressions  were  used 
which  the  audience  considered  disrespectful 
towards  the  Imperial  Court.  Christians  and 
non-Christians  alike  loudly  signified  dissent, 
and  the  lecturer  was  finally  obliged  to  leave  his 
speech  unfinished.  The  Christians  of  Akita, 
considering  il  a  duly  to  obtain  some  explana- 
tion, proceeded  to  the  hotel  where  the  mis- 
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sionary  was  slaying,  but  they  tbere  obtained  so 
liule  satisfaction  that  tfeey  went  away  much  dis- 
contented) and  after  subsequent  consultation 
decided   to  sever  their  connection   with  ilu- 
American   Board    Mission.    This  resolution, 
when  conveyed  to  the  Board,  elicited   a  reply 
in    ihe   sense   that,    as  the  church  in  Honjo 
and    the  grounds   on   which    it    stood  were 
the   properly   of   the   Board,    ihey    must  he 
handed  over  to  the  latter  in  the  event  of  the 
Christians  of  Honjo  separating  themselves  from 
the  Board.     This  leply  is  said  to  have  greatly 
incensed  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  inas- 
much as  it  embodied  a  principle  contrary  to 
the  law  of  the  land.    We  do  not  know  what 
may  have  been  the  nature  of  their  title  to  the 
church  or  whether  it  was  erected  entirely  with 
funds  supplied  by  the  American  Board,  but  at 
all  events  the  Christians  decided  to  sell  the 
church  and  its  subsidiary  buildings.    To  this 
step,  however,  objection  was  raised  by  one  ol 
the  Christians  who  is  suspected  of  having  been 
prompted,  if  not  actually  bribed,  by  the  Ameri- 
can missionaries.  He  applied  more  than  once  to 
the  local  Police  Court  to  have  the  sale  stopped, 
and  the  Court  not  entertaining  his  application 
he  finally  had  recourse  to  the  Local  Court, 
where  the  case  was  opened  on  the  3rd  instant." 
We  (Japan  Mail)  reproduce  this  item,  but  at 
the  same  time  declare  our  complete  disbelief  in 
the  details  given.    It  is  incredible  that  any 
Christian  missionary,  above  all  a  member  of 
the  American  Board,  should  have  used  language 
of  the  alleged  nature,  and  it  is  equally  incredible 
that  the  American  Board  Mission  would  have 
subsequently  taken  the  step  attributed  to  them 


slated,  disappeared  from  hei  home  under  very 


corpse.    Although  in  an  advanced  state  of  de 

composition,  the  body  was  recognised  as  that  of  painful  circumstances  two  days  before,  and  her 
the  missing  merchant,  who,  it  is  said,  must  have  parents   had  since 

taken  his  life  on  account  of  the  irregularities  of  seeking  her.  Subsequent  inquiries  elicited  a  ve.y 
his  eldest  son.  The  horrible  thing  about  it  is  sad  story.  It  seems  that  the  girl,  O- 1  ane  by 
that  many  people  had  been  using  (he  water  from  name,  had  become  enamoured  of  a  young  man 
this  well  for  drinking  purposes  several  days  be-  who  was  objectionable  to  her  parents.  Repeated 
fore  the  discove.y.    But  ignorance  is  bliss.        reproaches  and  vehement  scoldings  having  no 

effect,   she   had  been  closely  confined  to  the 
Kyoto  LITBRATI,  I  house  for  some  lime.    Discovering,  one  day, 

Kyoto  papers  declare  that  literature  is  at  a  | t.ha,t  the  young  lovers  still  kept  up  ft  clandestine 
very  low  ebb  in  that  city.    They  attempt  to  fv>  I  correspondence,  the  father  had  waxed  furious 
ibe  this  to  the  natural  law  that  "  things  never  \.tW\  overwhelmed  her  with  the  bittetest  dentin- 
stay  in  the  same  condition,"  i.e.  there  must  De|ciation&,   This  had  unsettled  her  reason.  Quite 
ither  progress  or  retrogression.    The  latter  is  I  harmleSBj  though  hopelessly  insane,  she  was  very 
ue  of  Kyoto  literature  at  the  present  moment,  I  obedient  to  her  parents,  but  never  spoke  a  word 
though  this  would  not  appear  to  be  the  fault  ot  I  beyond  now  and  then  breaking  out  into  wild 
the  local  literati,  who  are  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  keep  abreast  with  the  Tokyo  standard 


Yet  it  is  very  evident  that  there  is  an  absolute 
lack  of  interest  ill  the  productions  of  even  the 
best  of  the  Kyoto  school,  which  prides  itself 
on  purity  of  diction  and  elegance  of  language 
Perhaps  the  humiliating  alternative  of  consult 
ing  the  tastes  of  the  reading  public  might  prove 
remedial  measure.  It  is  only  the  chosen  few 
who  can  fill  profitably  ream  after  ream 
pective  of  their  audience  and  its  tastes. 


AN  INSANE  MOTHER. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  instant,  the  wife  of 
a  maker  of   bamboo-articles    in  Koishikawa 
District,  Tokyo,  made  a  desperate  but  happily 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  strangle  her  only  child 
a  boy  of  some  ten  years.    The  father  had  gone 
out  on  business,  leaving  only  his  wife  and  son 
at  home,  the  former  of  whom  had  for  some  day 
exhibited  signs  of  mental  aberration.  Attracted 
by  loud  shrieks,  theneighbours  rushed  losee  what 
had  befallen,  and   found   the   insane  mother 
strangling  her  child  with  a  coarse  towel.  Th 
boy  was  already  unconscious  and  would  have 
been  dead  in  another  minute.   Despite  desperate 
struggles  on  the  part  of  the  madwoman,  she  was 
handcuffed  and  taken  away  by  the  police.  Owing 
to  prompt  restorative  measures,  the  boy  was 
finally  brought  back  to  life,  but  it  is  feared  that 
the  shock  and  fright  may  result  in  complete 
idiocy,  as  he  still  continues  in  a  semi-uncon 
scions  state. 

MURDEROUS  "SOSHI." 

Shortly  before  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th  instant,  a  man  of  some  fifty  years  of  age 
ran  into  the  Saiwai-cho  Police  Station  in  Shiba 
District,  Tokyo,  exclaiming  that  he  had  just 
been  attacked  by  some  three  or  four  soshi,  who 
had  drawn  knives  and  severely  wounded  him 
The  man  was  covered  with  blood  and  in 
fainting  condition.  Upon  examination  a  deep 
and  possibly  fatal  gash  was  found  in  his  breast 
the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  also  being  severely 
injured.  He  was  promptly  removed  to  the 
Shiba  Hospital.  No  reason  can  be  discovered 
for  the  assault  of  which  he  was  the  victim ;  he 
declares  lie  has  no  political  enemies  and 
utterly  ignorant  why  he  should  have  been  so 
cruelly  maltreated.  The  police  believe  it  to  be 
case  of  mistaken  identity,  but  things  have  really 
reached  a  most  deplorable  state  if  innocent  and 
inoffensive  citizens  can  be  waylaid  in  broad  day- 
light by  murderous  soshi. 

in  the  well. 
On  the  24th  of  last  month,  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant of  Kyobashi  District,  Tokyo,  suddenly 
disappeared,  and  although  every  attempt  was 
made  to  ascertain  his  whereabouts,  nothing  was 
discovered  until  the  6th  instant.  Upon  drawing 
some  water  from  a  well  in  the  neighbourhood 
ot  the  merchant's  house  on  that  day,  one  of  his 
domestics  was  surprised  to  find  the  bucket  un- 
usually heavy.  Raising  it  to  the  brink,  he  was 
horrified  to  see  that  the  hook  attached  to  the 
bucket  had  got  fastened  in  the  clothes  of  a 


cries  for  her  lover.  Hoping  to  restore  her  to 
her  senses,  the  father  had  in  his  grief  gone  even 
so  far  as  to  consent  to  her  marriage,  but  when 
confronted  by  "Ume-san"  she  had  failed  to 
recognize  hiin.  The  physicions,  it  is  stated, 
pronounce  her  no  longer  curable. 


SILVER  WEDDIN3S. 

Historians  have  been  making  researches  con- 
irres- J  nected  with  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding,  and 
their  conclusion  is  that  the  present  Sovereign  is 
the  sixth  of  the  Japanese  Dynasty  to  find  himself 
tongue  of  England.        1  jn  the  happy  position  of  ceIebrating  the  25th 
a  correspondent  in  the  country  |  yeai.  of  ilis  mairied  life.  The  monarchs  to  whom 


WHAT  IS  ' 

We  hear  from 

as  follows: — I  happened  to  be  present  when  the  Liie  g0(js  were  g00(j  enough  to  grant  a  similar 

privilege  in  the  past  were  Jimmu,  Ojin,  Nintoku, 


conversation  first  reported  poetically  in  the 
Australian  journal,  and  reproduced  in  your  issue 
of  the  6th  instant,  took  place.  The  reporter  must  ] 
have  left  early,  for  there  were  several  other 
speakers.  One  of  the  funniest  was  a  China- 
man.   Unfortunately,   not  being  very  familiar 


Kimmei,  and  Daigo.  The  first  three  of  these 
carry  us  back  to  very  nebulous  times.  As  to 
His  Majesty  Jimmu,  foreign  commentators  have 
already  spoken  pretty  plainly,  and  with  regard 
to  Nintoku,  history  asks  us  to  believe  that  he 


with  pidgin-English,  lam  unable  to  remember  J  rejgned  for  eighty-seven  years,  coming  to  the 


throne  in  313  of  the  Christian  era  and  occupy- 
ing it  until  the  year  400.  In  point  of  fact 
Kimmei  is  the  first  of  the  five  who  belongs  to 
the  historic  period.  He  reigned  from  540  a.d. 
to  572.  It  may  probably  be  claimed  that  among 
the  Sovereigns  of  Japan  whom  practical  his- 
torians will  hereafter  recognize,  the  present 
Emperor  is  the  third  to  whom  a>  Silver  Wedding 
has  been  a  possibility,  and  what  is  more  remark- 
able, His  Majesty  is  the  first  to  whom  this 
fortunate  lot  has  fallen  for  nearly  a  thousand 
years.  The  last  of  the  above  five  Emperors, 
Daigo,  reigned  from  898  to  931  a.d. 


much  of  what  he  said,  but  the  closing  lines  were 
something  of  this  kind  : — 

Nummer-won  English-speakee 
We  speakee  Pekin-side." 

It  is  possible  that  some  other  of  your  readers 
may  have  been  present,  and  may  be  able  to 
supply  the  rest  of  this  speech.  I  myself, 
however,  wrote  down  two  other  speeches 
immediately  after  the  meeting.  I  may  say  that 
the  order  given  in  your  columns  is  incorrect, 
and  that  the  representative  of  "  culchaw  "  spoke 
after  the  Scotchman,  not  before.  I  subjoin  the 
two  speeches  that  followed  : — 

Then  up  and  spoke  a  Yankee 

"Spak  English  at  Oxford?    That's  tall  ! 
That's  cummin'  it  stronger  then  Paddy  ! 

Say,  sir,  was  ye  bawn  with  thet  drawl? 
Naow  le'  me  tell  yeou  stranger, 

Wen  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  came 
They  brot  the  pew-rest  English, 

An  we  still  spek  the  same- 
Rich  idjum,  with  nasal  twangin' 

An'  a  beyootiful  lingerin'  stress — 
In  England  the  English  lang-widge 
Ez  about  used  up  I  guess." 
Said  a  little  shrimp  of  a  Cockney, 

"  Hoim  glad  yer  hast  me  "n  toime  ; 
Hif  yer  want  te'r  year  first-rait  Hinglish, 

The  wai  Hoi  speaks 't  'z  pro'ime. 
So'z  th'  roight  wa'i  ter  speak  Hinglish 

Mai  niyer  be  mistook, 
There's  a  West  End  bloke  naimed  Guthrie 

As  'z  writt'n  't  daan  'n  a  book. 
Hin  'Ackney  'nd  Bow  'nd  Loimus 

They  speaks  tip-top,  no  mistaike — 
But  me  'nd  moi  maites  'n  Ratcliffe, 
Gawdstrewth,  we  t-ikes  the  caifre." 

I  asked  the  Cockney  afterwards  what  was  the  I  a 

book  to  which  he  referred.  He  said  it  was  called  presence  of  a  number  of  American  and  Russian 
"  Vo  sees  Popple-eye."  Your  readers  will  doubt-  Naval  officers.  Two  genuine  Russian  Mazurkas 
less  recognize  a  phonetic  rendering  of  the  title  figured  on  the  programme,  and  it  need  scarcely 
of  some  clever  sketches  by  the  author  of  "  Vice  be  said  that  they  were  danced  with  the  greatest 
Versa,"  which  appeared  not  long  ago  in  Punch,  spirit.  But,  as  is  now  the  invariable  rule  on 
and  have  recently  been  republished  in  book- 1  SUch  occasions,  the  Japanese  themselves  took 


BALL  AT  THE   FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

A  brilliant  ball  was  given  by  Their  Excel- 
lencies the  Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Madame  Mutsu  on  the  12th  instant,  in  con- 
nection with  the  commemoration  of  Their  Im- 
perial Majesties  Silver  Wedding.  The  building 
chosen  for  the  purpose  was  the  official  residence 
of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
as  the  ball-room  there  is  not  spacious,  a  limit  had 
to  be  placed  on  the  number  of  invitations  issued. 
The  exterior  and  interior  of  the  building  were 
beautifully  illuminated,  and  all  the  arrangements 
were  most  com  pie  te.  Not  of  ten  has  dancing  been 
sustained  with  greater  verve  at  a  ball  in  Tokyo, 
fact  attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  the 


form. 


A  SAD  .story. 
A  few  days  ago,  a  young  and  well-dressed 
woman  was  noticed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Suido-bashi,  Kanda  District,  who  kept  calling 
every  now  and  then,  "  Ume-san,  Ume-san, 
where  are  you?"  She  was  followed  by  a  crowd 
of  noisy  street  urchins  shouting  "Look  at  the 
crazy  girl  !"  and  soon  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  passers-by  by  her  heart-broken  gesticulations 
and  mournful  cries.  The  police  stationed  on 
one  side  of  the  bridge  finally  accosted  her  and 
asked  what  was  the  matter,  but  to  their  inquiries 
she  made  no  reply,  appearing  indeed  quite 
unconscious  of  her  surroundings.  Suddenly  a 
servant  in  livery  broke  through  the  crowd  and 
claimed  the  girl  as  the  daughter  of  his  master 
— a  wealthy  Tokyo  merchant.    She  had,  he 


absolutely  no  part  in  the  dancing.  Except  in 
the  first  quadrille  they  were  conspicuous  through- 
out by  their  abstention. 

THE  NAVAL  SSUADRON  ON  THE    CHINA   STATION  * 

The  addition  of  the  Undaunted  to  the  British 
Naval  Squadron  on  this  station  will  be  a  great 
access  of  strength.  The  Undaunted  is  a  first- 
class  armoured  cruiser  of  5,600  tons.  She 
carries  twelve  guns,  and  is  said  to  be  slightly 
superior  to  the  Russian  armoured  cruiser  Ad- 
miral Korniloff.  Then  too  the  Centurion  is 
to  replace  the  Imperieuse,  the  former  being  a 
first-class  battleship  of  greater  tonnage,  heavier 
armament,  and  higher  speed  than  the  latter. 
Finally,  we  learn  from  the  Hongkong  Daily 
Press,  that  the  old  wooden  hulk  Victor  Emanuel 
will  soon  be  replaced  by  the  powerful  battleship 
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Agincourt,  which  will  not  only  act  as  a  receiving 
ship  but  also  be  available  for  harbour  protection 
or  for  cruising  purposes.  When  these  changes 
are  effected  there  will  be  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  strength  of  the  British  Squadron  and 
that  of  any  other  Power  ou  the  China  and  Japan 
station. 


GOTO  SHIMPEI   AND  THE  VERNACULAR  PRESS. 

The  Nishigori  case,  with  comments  upon  the 
progress  of  which  the  columns  of  the  metro- 
politan press  are  well  filled  daily,  is  growing 
more  and  more  interesting  as  it  approaches  a 
close.  The  principal  figure,  Nishigori  himself, 
is  now  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  an  unpopularity 
nearly,  if  not  as  great,  as  his  former  popularity. 
Almost  every  witness  that  appears  on  his  side 
is  handled  without  gloves  by  the  vernacular 
dailies,  the  sole  exception  being  Mr.  Goto 
Shimpei,  whose  manly  and  straightforward 
speeches  have  met  with  universal  approval. 
Even  the  staid  and  reserved  Nippon  has  some- 
thing to  say  in  his  favour,  while  all  the  other 
papers  wax  enthusiastic  over  his  replies  to  the 
Bench,  extremists  going  so  far  as  to  hope  that 
he  will  rehabilitate  the  lost  cause.  That  is,  of 
course,  out  of  the  question,  but  it  is  not  the 
less  gratifying  to  find  one  man  of  approved 
honesty  and  moral  courage  in  the  midst  of  so 
much  that  is  evil  and  corrupt. 


EX  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DIET  AS  SPECIAL  COM- 
MITTEE-MEN. 

While  the  last  House  of  Representatives  was 
in  existence,  some  of  its  members  were  ap- 
pointed to  sit  on  Special  Committees  con- 
nected with  the  Civil  and  Commercial  Codes, 
the  Currency,  Fisheries,  the  Iron  Foundry  ques- 
tion, Public  Works,  and  Railways.  Some  of  these 
gentlemen  lost  their  seats  in  the  late  elections, 
namely,  Messrs.  Seki  Naohiko,  Maki  Bokushin, 
and  Watanabe  Koki.  A  question  has  now 
arisen  as  to  whether  these  gentlemen,  having 
ceased  to  be  members  of  the  Diet,  have  become 
de  facto  disqualified  to  retain  their  places  as 
Committee-men.  The  Ji/i  Shimpo  thinks  not, 
and  we  are  disposed  to  agree  with  it.  The 
Committees  are  not  parliamentary.  They  con- 
sist simply  of  a  number  of  men  whose  special 
qualifications  fit  them  for  investigating  the 
subjects  entrusted  to  each  Committee,  and 
though,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  may  be  desirable 
that  the  Committees  should  include  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Diet,  it  does  not  seem  to  follow 
necessarily  that  because  a  Committee-man  who 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Diet  loses  the  latter 
qualification,  he  should  therefore  be  deprived 
of  the  former  office. 


GENERAL  MEETING    OF    THE    SHAREHOLDERS  OF 
THE  SPECIE  BANK. 

The  half-yearly  general  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  was  held 
on  the  10th  instant  at  2.30  p.m.  in  the  Bank 
buildings.  More  than  a  hundred  shareholders 
attended,  but  the  President,  Mr.  Sonoda,  was 
unable  to  attend  owing  to  the  death  of  his  son. 
The  accounts  were  read  and  passed,  a  dividend 
at  the  rate  of  14  per  cent,  being  declared,  and 


the  Directors  and  Auditors  were  re-elected  with- 
out change.  The  following  are  the  principal 
items  of  the  accounts  : — 

ytn, 

Gi  oss  Profits   1,336,422.236 

Losses   809  903.557 


Nel  Profits    526,518.679 

Brought  foi  wai  d  from  previous  ac- 
count   22,680732 


Total  Net  Profit',    549,199.411 

To  Reserve  for  outstanding  debts...  80,000.000 

Balance,  Pi ofits   469,199.411 

To  Reseive   45,000.000 

Rewards  and  Allowances  to  officers.  44,651.000 
Dividend,  at  the  rale  of  14  per  cent. 

per  annum    315,000.000 

To  Fund  for  building  purposes...  30,000.000 

Cauied  forward  to  next  account..  34,548.411 


A  speech  which  the  President  had  intended 
to  deliver  was  then  read  by  a  clerk.  It  set  out 
by  referring  to  the  fact  that  whereas,  during  the 
first  half  of  last  year,  the  import  and  export 


trade  had  shown  increased  activity,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding 
year,  a  change  had  occurred  in  the  second  half, 
imports  continuing  to  augment  while  exports 
had  fallen  off.  In  fact,  things  had  happened 
precisely  the  opposite  of  what  might  have  been 
anticipated  in  view  of  the  marked  appreciation 
of  gold.  With  regard  to  imports,  Mr.  Sonoda 
was  of  opinion  that  there  had  been  actually  a 
keener  demand  for  goods  of  foreign  manufacture 
owing  to  the  improved  financial  condition  of  the 
interior,  but  that  something  must  also  be  set 
down  to  the  larger  silver  values  at  which  goods 
were  entered  owing  to  the  appreciation  of  gold. 
As  for  the  reduced  volume  of  exports  the  chief 
cause  was  doubtless  to  be  sought  in  the  tradal 
depression  existing  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  Mr.  Sonoda  then  referred  to  the 
serious  monetary  disturbances  resulting  from 
the  action  of  America  and  India,  and  said  that 
the  Bank  would  doubtless  have  felt  the  ill  effects 
more  severely  had  not  its  methods  of  conducting 
exchange  business  been  modified  a  few  years 
ago.  The  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the 
Bank  in  Shanghai  had  proved  a  most  beneficial 
measure  in  this  connection.  Turning,  then, 
to  the  question  of  silver,  Mr.  Sonoda  said 
that  no  forecast  could  yet  be  made  with  any  as- 
surance, but  that  public  opinion  in  the  Occident 
did  certainly  seem  to  be  awaking  to  a  sense  of 
the  necessity  of  some  change.  With  respect  to 
the  domestic  money  market,  it  had  shown 
manifest  signs  of  increased  activity,  doubtless 
because,  first  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
agricultural  classes  and  their  consequent  de- 
mand for  imported  goods,  and,  secondly, 
because  of  an  exodus  of  specie  in  connection 
with  the  country's  foreign  trade,  by  which  means 
some  of  the  capital  seeking  investment  had  been 
removed.  At  the  same  time,  the  temporary 
paralysis  of  the  silk  trade  had  prevented  the 
usual  influx  of  money  from  abroad.  The  Bank 
had  consequently  been  able  to  raise  its  rates  of 
interest.  The  speech  closed  with  some  com- 
ments on  the  Shanghai  branch,  and  the  useful 
part  it  might  play  in  promoting  commerce  with 
China  and  Korea. 

A  LAST  HOPE. 

Some  of  the  Opposition  organs  are  anything  but 
jubilant  over  the  result  of  the  elections,  for  one 
can  see  that  they  anticipate  a  Government  majo- 
rity in  the  next  session.  The  general  sentiment, 
they  claim,  is  one  of  profound  disappointment. 
But  there  is  still  a  hope  that  they  indulge 
namely,  that  many  of  those  who  got  themselves 
elected  on  the  score  of  sympathizing  with  the 
Government,  will  drop  their  disguise  as  soon  as 
Parliament  opens  and  appear  then  as  full-fledged 
and  lusty  opponents.  That  is  a  rather  curious 
prognostication  and  one  not  at  all  consistant 
with  facts.  The  members  of  the  Jiyuto  are 
always  subjected  to  rigid  examination  of  their 
political  views  and  status  before  being  permitted 
to  enrol  themselves  in  the  lists  of  that  powerful 
Party.  The  defeat  of  Mr.  Abei  Hankon  has  cast 
a  still  deeper  gloom  over  the  opponents  of  the 
Government.  Yet  even  here  they  find  some 
solace  in  the  thought  that  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro — the 
most  ridiculous  politician  probably  now  within 
the  borders  of  the  Empire — will  take  the  place 
of  the  defeated  hero.  So  long  as  there  is  plenty 
of  posing  to  be  done,  joined  with  vehement 
execrations  of  everything  and  everybody,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Abei's  geta  will  fit  Mr. 
Oi's  willing  feet. 

DEPOSITS  IN  POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

It  has  always  been  considered  a  feminine  pri- 
vilege to  object  to  any  question  about  age. 
There  appears  to  be  a  difficulty  also  among  the 
ladies  in  Tokyo  about  declaring  their  profes- 
sion. The  officials  at  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  require  that  any  woman  seeking  to  lodge 
money,  shall  fill  in  a  document  stating,  among 
other  things,  her  profession.  Some  of  the 
applicants  write  "  no  profession,"  but  that  eva- 
sion is  not  suffered  to  pass :  they  are  pressed  to 
be  explicit — pressed  so  that  cases  have  been 
known  of  women  going  away  without  lodging 
their  money  rather  than  endure  such  a  scrutiny. 
It  is  hard  to  believe  in  such  impertinence  on  the 
part  of  officials,  but  the  Jiyu  alleges  that  the 


account  is  true,  and  adds  that  Count  Kuroda, 
Minister  of  State  for  Communications,  hastaken 
the  Savings  Bank  folks  severely  to  task  for  their 
vexatious  inquisitiveness.  Probably  the  alleged 
origin  of  the  Minister's  interference  andthe  al- 
leged interference  also  are  greatly  exaggerated. 


OPENING  THB  BALLOT-BOXES. 

A  point  of  some  interest  has  been  raised  in 
connection  with  the  recent  general  elections. 
The  1st  instant  was  the  day  of  polling.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3rd  instant  we  published  the 
names  of  139  candidates  whose  success  at  the 
polls  had  been  telegraphed  to  the  News  Agencies 
in  Tokyo  up  to  mid-night  of  the  2nd.  There- 
upon the  Japan  Gazette  accused  us  of  "  tabu- 
lating events  before  they  occur,"  thus  "  going 
ahead  of  Mr.  Stead  who  gets  communications 
through  his  supernatural  mediums."  This  charge 
was  based  on  the  hypothesis  that,  according  to 
the  Law  of  Elections,  the  ballot-boxes  are  sent, 
on  the  day  after  the  polling,  to  the  local  office 
concerned,  and  are  opened  by  the  Chairman  of 
Election  on  the  day  after  their  transmission. 
Hence  the  Japan  Gatette  contended  that  since 
the  boxes  must  have  been  transmitted  on  the 
2nd  instant,  and  could  not  have  been  opened 
before  the  3rd,  "  the  impossibility  of  the  Japan 
Mail's  being  able  to  quote  the  returns  on  the 
morning  of  the  3rd  was  obvious."  We  ventured 
to  deny  the  justice  of  this  denunciation,  and 
claimed  that,  in  certain  districts,  the  boxes  had 
actually  been  opened  on  the  2nd,  and  that  the 
results,  telegraphed  to  Tokyo,  had  been  pub- 
lished by  us  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd.  This 
drew  down  upon  us  fresh  criticism  of  a  polish- 
ed character.  Our  courteous  contemporary 
declared  that  "  the  Mail  first  lied  and  then  in- 
ferentially  condemned  the  whole  of  the  Japa- 
nese officials"  by  alleging  that  they  had  opened 
some  of .  the  ballot-boxes  on  the  2nd,  whereas 
the  law  forbade  the  opening  of  any  before  the 
3rd.  Of  course  we  have  long  ceased  to  imagine 
that  the  Japan  Gatette  troubles  itself  about 
what  is  actually  written  in  the  columns  it  under- 
takes to  criticise,  or  what  is  actually  done  by 
the  persons  it  essays  to  judge.  But,  previous 
to  this  last  exhibition,  we  still  entertained  a 
lingering  suspicion  that  our  contemporary  took 
some  slight  cognisance  of  the  things  penned  by 
itself.  That  fancy  also  we  are  now  compelled 
to  abandon.  For  we  find  that,  on  the  evening 
of  the  2nd  instant,  the  Gatette  published  re- 
turns from  16  election  districts,  giving  not  only 
the  names  of  the  successful  candidates  but  also 
the  numbers  of  votes  obtained  by  them.  Ap- 
parently it  had  forgotten  this  by  the  evening  of 
the  3rd,  for  it  then  declared  that  no  ballot- 
boxes  were  opened  on  the  2nd,  and  had  become 
so  completely  oblivious  of  it  by  the  8th,  that  it 
called  the  Mail  a  "liar"  for  alleging  that 
any  ballot-boxes  were  opened  on  the  2nd. 
Would  it  be  too  embarrassing  a  question  to  ask 
our  clear-headed  contemporary  where  and  how 
it  obtained  the  returns  published  in  its  own 
columns  on  the  evening  of  the  2nd,  if  no  ballot- 
boxes  were  opened  until  the  3rd  ?  May  we  be 
allowed  to  supplement  the  query  by  inquiring 
what  epithet  should  be  applied  to  returns  ap- 
pearing in  the  columns  of  the  Japan  Gatette 
on  the  evening  of  the  2nd,  if  results  appearing  in 
the  Japan  Mail  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd 
were  mere  "guesses"?  And  finally,  we  may 
perhaps  be  permitted  to  ask  by  what  occult 
process  the  Japan  Gatette  was  able  to  quote 
returns  on  the  evening  of  the  2nd,  if  the  quota- 
tion of  results  by  the  Japan  Mail  on  the  morning 
of  the  3rd  was  an  "obvious  impossibility." 
*  * 

It  is  quite  true  that  the  Law  of  Election  pro- 
vides for  the  transmission  of  the  ballot-boxes  to 
the  local  office  on  the  day  after  the  balloting, 
and  for  the  opening  of  the  boxes  on  the  day 
after  their  transmission.  But  that  does  not 
mean  that  no  boxes  may  be  opened  until  the 
second  day  after  the  polling.  It  simply  means 
that  where  boxes  have  to  be  transmitted,  the 
transmission  shall  take  place  on  the  day  after 
the  election,  and  the  opening  on  the  day  after 
the  transmission.  Where  the  boxes  are  already 
transmitted,  that  is  to  say,  in  cases  where  the 
polling  takes  place  actually  in  the  local  office, 
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then .  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  opening  takes 
place  on  the  day  after  the  polling.  The  voting 
booth  tot  a  district  may  he  either  in  the  local 
office  or  in  some  other  place  chosen  by  the  local 
Officials  (vid»  Ait.  XXXI.  of  the  Law  of  K.lec- 
lion).  When  it  is  in  the  local  office,  there  is  no 
question  of  transmitting  the  ballot-boxes  since 
they  are  already  on  the  spot:  hence  they  are 
opened  on  the  next  day.  When  the  place  is 
elsewhere,  then  the  boxes  are  transmitted  on 
the  next  day  and  opened  on  the  day  after. 
Hence  it  is  that  of  300  elections  held  on  the 
1st  instant,  we  were  Hble  to  give  the  results  of 
a  considerable  number  on  the  3rd  without 
being  either  "liars"  or  "  Laboucheres." 

*  *'  » 

There  is  another  point  worthy  of  mention. 
The  vernacular  journals  of  the  capital  go  to 
press  at  about  7  or  8  p.m.    Hence  intelligence 
leaching  Tokyo  after  7  o'clock  is  seldom  pub- 
lished in  their  columns  until  the  day  but  one 
following  its  receipt.    Thus,  in  the  case  of  the 
results  of  elections  known  in  the  capital  on  the 
night  of  the  2nd,  the  majority  of  them  did  not 
appear  in  the  vernacular  newspapers  until  the 
morning  of  the  4th.    But  they  of  course  ap- 
peared in  the  Japan  Mail  on  the  morning  of 
the  3rd,  and  it  would  seem  that  our  enterprise 
in  collecting  and  analysing  them — a  task  that 
occupied  until  4.30  a.m.  on  the  3rd — has  greatly 
purturbed    less   energetic   journalists.  One 
correction,  however,  we  make  in  the  interests 
of  strict  accuracy.    It  is  not  right  to  say  that 
all  the  results  telegraphed  to  the  News  Agencies 
during  the  night  of  the  2nd  had  been  ascertained 
by  actually  opening  the  ballot-boxes.    In  many 
cases  the  boxes  had  been  opened — and  legiti- 
mately opened— but  in  some  the  results  were 
known  and  could  be  telegraphed  without  open- 
ing the  boxes.    We  make  the  Japan  Gazette  a 
present  of  this  terrible  admission. 


nance,  money  sufficient  for  three  months' 
operations — Apiil,  May,  and  June— by  the  end 
o!  which  the  new  House  of  Representatives  will 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  sanction  past  ex- 
penditures and  vote  an  appropriation  for  future. 

TUB  TOKYO   W  ATI'.  K  WORKS. 


THE  YOKOHAMA  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  cause  or  causes  of  the  injury  suffered 
by  the  works  for  Yokohama  Harbour  have 
completed  their  labours  and  presented  their 
report.    The  investigation  necessarily  involved 
long  delay,  experiments  of  a  tedious  character 
being  indispensable.    The  report  has  not  been 
published,  but  we  are  in  a  position  to  give  a 
general  idea  of  its  contents.     The  Committee 
have  found  that  no  fault  can  be  urged  against 
the  general  plan  of  the  works  or  the  manner  of 
carrying  them  out.    They  have  also  decided 
— and  this  is  of  special  interest — that  the  failure 
of  some  of  the  concrete  blocks  is  not  attribut- 
able in  any  degree  to  inferior  cement,  but  is 
due  to  two  causes  :  first,  that  the  method  of 
making  the  blocks  was  not  perfect,  the  ram- 
ming of  the  materials  having  been  insufficient; 
and  secondly,  that  the  blocks  should  have  been 
given  more  time  to  "  set  "  before  being  placed 
in  situ.-   After  all  the  talk  about  dishonest 
contractors  and  corrupt  officials,  and  after  all 
the  outcry  against  Japanese  cement  and  the  im 
possibility  of  placing  any  trust  in  it,  this  decision 
of  the  Committee's  is  calculated  to  cause  much 
surprise.    With  regard  to   the  extent  of  the 
damage,  the  number  of  blocks  injured  is  500 
out  of  a  total  of  13,000,  or  less  than  5  per  cent. 
We  stated  originally  that  it  was  4  per  cent,  ap- 
proximately, and  that  the  excitement  fomented 
about  the  whole  affair  deserved  ridicule.  But 
of  course  no  such  moderate  view  found  favour 
with  sensational  journalists.    It  is  further  to  be 
noted  that  in  the  case  of  many  of  the  blocks  the 
cracks  are  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  visible.  Of 
course  the  damaged  blocks  must  be  taken  up, 
but  the  Committee  have  recommended  that  the 
majority  of  them  be  painted  with  a  certain 
chemical  coating  which  will  render  them  quite 
fit  for  use  in  the  upper  courses  of  the  break- 
waters.   Work  will  be  resumed  on  the  1st  of 
April,  and  it  is  expected  that  everything  will  be 
finished  by  March,  1895.     Had  not  the  last 
House  of  Representatives  been  dissolved, 
supplementary  budget  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand^/: would  have  been  submitted  to  it  to  pro- 
vide funds  for  finishing  the  works.    The  pre- 
sent intention,  we  understand,  is  to  grant  from 
the  Reserves,  by  means  of  an  Urgency  Ordi- 


PIPUS  POR 

I'hk  Tokyo  City  Assembly  has  finally  decided 
that  pipes  for  the  construction  of  the  Water- 
woiks,  to  the  extent  of  ten  thousand  tons,  shall 
be  ordered  from  abroad.    It  will  be  remember- 
ed that  this  question  caused  much  excitement 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  before  last.    An  iron 
foundry  was  started  in  Tokyo  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  pipes  for  the  Water- 
woiks,  and  pressure  of  a  nominally  patriotic 
and  certainly  illegal  character  was  employed  to 
obtain  the  contract  for  the  new  foundry.  But 
the  foundry,  as  all  persons  of  experience  pre 
dieted  at  the  lime,  has  proved  unable  to  imple 
ment  its  contract.    Finding  itself  in  difficulties, 
it  petitioned  the  City  Assembly  to  cancel  the 
original  contract,  return  a  sum  of  ioo.ooo-^w 
lodged  as  security  for  the  contract's  fulfillment 
accept  in  lieu  a  mortgage  on  the  foundry's 
buildings;  extend  the  period  of  the  contract 
and  so  forth.    All  this  the  Council  has  refused 
being  convinced    of  the  foundry's  inability  to 
execute  its  agreement.    The  final  proposal  for 
placing  the  order  abroad  was   introduced  by 
the  Governor  of  the  City,  in  his  capacity  of 
Chairman  of  the  Council,  and  was  deliberated 
by  the  City  Assembly,  on  the  13th  instant.  The 
Bill  embodying  the  proposal  contained  also 
clauses  providing  that  the  security  money  lodg 
ed  by  the  foundry  should  be  confiscated,  and 
further  that  a  penalty  for  breach  of  contract 
should  be  imposed,  as  laid  down  in  the  articles 
of  agreement.    It  certainly  involved  a  very  re 
markable  volte-face  on  the  Assembly's  part  to 
pass  such  a  measure,  but  facts  seem  to  have 
been  too  strong  for  the  some-time  advocates 
domestic  manufacture,  and  the  Bill  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  35.    There  is  an  idea  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  be  held  respon 
sible  for  the  miscarriage.    Whether  things  will 
be  pushed  to  such  an  extreme,  we  do  not  know 
but  we  do  know  that  if  the  most  advantageous 
and  disinterested  offer  made  by  Messrs.  Shibu 
sawa,  Okura,  Masuda,  and  others  had  been 
accepted,  Tokyo  would  now  be  in  possession  of 
an  ample  supply  of  pure  water,  instead  of  being 
perplexed  how  to  find  materials  for  the  works 


that  immediately  after  the   recent  elections, 
Count  StO  bad  a  secret  conference  with  Count 
Goto  and  Count  Itagaki  at  Oiso,  where  the 
two  Toshu  statesmen  are  at  present  staying. 
This  report  having  been  flatly  contradicted, 
some  of  the  same  papers  now  maintain  that, 
although  the  Premier  went  down  to  Oiso  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  Radical  leader,  the  latter 
declined  the  proposed  conference.    The  Koku- 
mitt  Shimbun,  one  of  the  journals  circulating 
this  rumour,   pretends  to  feel  confident  that 
despite  the  above  mentioned  incident  at  Oiso, 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  a  perfect 
understanding  between   the  Cabinet   and  the 
Radical  Party.     For  the  present  the  Radical 
Parly — continues  our  contemporary — tries  to 
keep  up  a  semblance  of  independence  by  op- 
posing the  Government  on  some  questions  of 
secondary  importance. 


A  great  deal  of  speculation  in  land  and  houses 
is  going  on  in  ihe  erst  so  quiet  city  of  Saikyo. 
This  is,  it  is  said,  wholly  attributable  to  the 
National  Industrial  Exhibition  to  be  held  there 
next  year.    Real  estate  has  reached  a  hitherto 
unknown  figure,  and  desirable  sites,  even  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  city,  are  bringing  as  much 
as  the  best  lots  in  the  centre  of  the  town  used 
to  command  two  years  ago.    The  funeral  cere- 
mony of  the  late  Lord  Abbot  of  the  Nishi  Hon- 
gwanji  attracted  tens  of  thousands  of  people, 
and  it  appears  that  a  large  percentage  of  these 
persons  found  the  old  capital  so  attractive  that 
they  desire  to  permanently  take  up  their  quar 
ters  in  it.    A  decided  impetus  has  simultane 
ously  been  given  to  local  trade  and  manufac 
tures,  so,  while  elsewhere  dullness  reigns  su 
preme,  Kyoto  alone  is  progressive  and  well-to 
do.    One  can  only  hope  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  moment  may  not  prove  a  mere  passing 
instance.  

CURRENT  TOPICS. 

Efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Opposition 
papers  to  inspire  the  Satsuma  statesmen  with 
suspicion  against  their  colleagues  of  the  Choshu 
clan.  One  of  the  most  favourite  devices  resorted 
to  for  that  purpose  is  to  allude  sarcastically  to 
the  powerlessness  of  the  Satsuma  elements  in 
the  present  Ministry,  and  to  insinuate  that  they 
are  the  dupes  of  crafty  Choshu  Ministers,  like 
Counts  Ito  and  Inouye.  Since  the  recent  elec- 
tions, these  journals  take  pleasure  in  dilating 
upon  an  alleged  alliance  between  the  statesmen 
of  Choshu  and  Toshu,  and  in  foretelling  the 
inevitable  retirement  of  the  Satsuma  members 
of  the  Cabinet.    It  was  reported  in  some  papers 


The  proposed  retirement  of  Mr.  Morioka 
from  the  Presidency  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kai- 
sha  is  represented  by  certain  newspapers  as 
possessing  political  significance,  because  he 
happens  to  be  a  Satsuma  man.  That  it  has 
become  necessary  for  him  to  give  up  his  in- 
fluential post  is,  in  the  opinion  of  these  journals, 
one  of  the  consequences  of  the  growing  ascen- 
dency of  the  Choshu  statesmen.  Again,  the 
fact,  real  or  alleged,  that  the  shareholders  of  the 
Kyushu  Railway  Company  are  gradually  be- 
coming discontented  with  the  continued  oc- 
cupation of  the  post  of  President  by  Mr.  Taka- 
hashiShinkichi.a  Satsuma  man,  is  also  attributed 
to  secret  machinations  on  the  part  of  capitalists 
closely  connected  with  the  Choshu  statesmen. 
Even  the  interest  which  Mr.  Nakajima  Eiichi 
and  Mr.  Fujima  Denzaburo  took  in  the  re- 
turn of  moderate  members  of  the  recent  elec- 
tions is  interpreted  in  a  sinister  manner,  it 
being  hinted  that  these  well  known  men  of 
business  acted  under  the  direction  of  some 
powerful  Choshu  Statesmen. 


Mr.  Morioka,  it  seems,  is  stoutly  resolved 
upon  retirement,  though  his  friends  are  under- 
stood to  be  endeavouring  to  pursuade  him  to 
withdraw  his  resignation.  As  to  his  probable 
successor,  opinion  is  much  divided.  Some 
papers  are  inclined  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
Mr.  Shoda  Heigoro,  of  the  M.itsu  Bishi  Firm  ; 
others  think  that  Mr.  Nakamigawa  of  the  Mitsui 
Bank  will  obtain  the  post,  while  yet  others 
suppose  that  the  vacancy  will  be  filled  up  by 
Mr.  Yoshikawa,  now  Vice-President  of  the 
Company. 

*  * 

The  formation  of  the  Imperial  Fiscal  Reform 
League  has  given  great  alarm  to  the  landed 
class.    The  new  League,  as  already  noticed,  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  all  the  agrarian  reforms 
that  have  hitherto  constituted  a  principal  feature 
of  the  Opposition's  programme.    A  Farmers' 
Association,  organized  by  men   desiring  re- 
assessment of  the  taxable  value  of  land,  will  be 
publicly  proclaimed  at  Osaka  in  the  early  part 
of  next  month.    The  occasion  will  be  utilized 
to  make  a  big  demonstration  of  agriculturists 
against  the  new  League.    It  is  stated  that  about 
30,000  farmers  from  Kanagawa,  Aichi,  Osaka, 
Hiroshima,  Tokushima,  and  so  forth,  will  take 
part  in  the  proceedings.    The  promoters  of  the 
Farmers'  Association  are  said  to  be  engaged  in 
interviewing  the  Independent  members  of  the 
new  House  of  Representatives  in  order  to  obtain 
their  help  for  consummating  the  reassessment 
of  the  taxable  value  of  land.    Apart  from  the 
relative  merits  of  the  reforms  proposed  by  these 
two  associations,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
for  the  present  the  cause  of  agrarian  reform  will 
prove  the  more  popular  in  the  political  world. 
Among  political  parties,  the  Jiyu-to  and  the 
Kaishin-to  are  irrevocably  committed  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  land  tax  and  reassessment  of 
the  taxable  value  of  land.    The  National  Un- 
ionists, however,  not  only  are  not  pledged  to 
such  a  policy,  but  also  advocate  the  transfer  of 
prison  expenditures  to  the  charge  of  the  Trea- 
sury, which  is  one  of  the  principal  measures 
demanded   by   the   Imperial   Fiscal  Reform 
League.    But  the  National  Unionists  are  com- 
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parativcly  powerless  in  the  new  House  of 
Representatives.  Hence  the  League  will  not 
be  able  to  achieve  much  in  the  coming  session 
of  the  Diet.  That  it  is  destined,  however,  to 
gain  influence  by  degrees,  admits  of  no  doubt, 
for  its  objects  are  upon  the  whole  approved  by 
the  sober  section  of  the  nation. 

* 

*  * 

The  leaders  of  the  Kokken-ha  of  Kyushu, 
such  as  Mr.  Sassa  Tomofusa,  Mr.  Yasuba 
Yasnkazu,  and  Mr.  Toyama  Milsuru,  are  now 
assembled  in  Osaka  to  hold  a  conference  about 
some  important  matter.  No  doubt  they  are 
meditating  the  course  to  be  followed  in  the 
coming  session  of  the  Diet. 

Mr.  Inagaki  Manjiro,  author  of  "  Japan  and 
the  Pacific,"  lias  just  commenced  a  long  journey 
on  the  Continent  of  Asia.  We  understand  that 
he  intends  to  visit  principally  the  countries  of 
Southern  Asia. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 

Ths  Kokumin  S 'himb ten's  Soul  correspondent 
slates  that  Mr.  Bin  Eishun,  who  now  has  direc- 
tion of  Korean  State  affairs,  is  in  an  awkward 
dilemma.  He  is  generally  understood  to  be 
particularly  friendly  to  Russia,  and  the  pub- 
lic at  Soul  watch  with  suspicion  his  intercourse 
with  the  newly  returned  Russian  Minister,  Mr. 
Waeber.  According  to  rumours  current  in  the 
Korean  capital,  Mr.  Bin  has  given  assurance  of 
his  Government's  favourable  attitude  towards 
the  Russian  diplomat's  proposal  for  laying  sub- 
marine cables  between  Vladivostock  and  Gen- 
san.  He  seems  to  have  counted  upon  the  ready 
acquiescence  of  the  King,  but  in  this  expecta- 
tion he  has  been  disappointed,  for  the  King  is 
said  to  have  positively  commanded  him  to 
refuse  the  Russian  proposition. 

* 

The  recent  alleged  attempt  at  a  revolution 
has  turned  out  a  paltry  affair.   From  the  accounts 
by  correspondents  of  Japanese  papers,  it  appears 
that  the  whole  trouble  had  its  origin  in  the  de- 
sire of  a  certain  greedy  adventurer  to  despoil  a 
disappointed  office-seeker.    The  latter's  name 
is  Ti  Chukaku,  a  young  man  of  good  provincial 
family.    He  successfully  passed  the  civil  service 
examination,  but  not  obtaining  any  official  ap- 
pointment, he  resorted  to  the  usual  practice 
of    offering  large  bribes  to    influential  men, 
until  his  family  hoard  became  nearly  exhaust- 
ed.    Everything    proving    fruitless,    he  grew 
desperate  and  suffered  himself  to  indulge  in 
revolutionary    language  against   the  reigning 
dynasty.    This  was  overheard  by  an  unscrupu- 
lous  adventurer,    Haku   Kun,   who  skilfully 
working  on  the  credulity  of  the  disappointed 
young  man,  easily  induced  him  to  invest  the 
remnant  of  his  hereditary  wealth  in  a  bold 
venture  against  the  Government.    But  the  re- 
ported resources  of  the  youth  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  very  large,  and  the  artful  adventurer, 
having  succeeded  in  collecting  all  the  available 
cash  in  the  house,  amounting  to  a  few  thousand 
ryo,   departed    with   it  on  a  pretended  visit 
to  one  of  the  open  ports  to  negotiate  for  the 
purchase  of  a  war-vessel.    To  give  plausibility 
to  his  schemes,  he  assumed  from  the  beginning 
a   Japanese    name,    Kumono    Tentaro,  and 
his   dupe   no   doubt   believed  -him  to  be  a 
real  Japanese.    This  circumstance  led  to  a 
rumour,  current  in  Korea  at  the  time,  that 
the  much  dreaded  revolutionary  movement  had 
the  ative  support  of  several  Japanese.  The 
unfortunate  youth  and  his  unscrupulous  de- 
ceiver, as  well  as  other  persons  concerned  in 
the  matter,  have  long  since  been  placed  under 
arrest,  and  the  above  story  seems  to  have  been 
constructed  out  of  the  results  of  their  examina- 
tion by  the  authorities  at  Soul. 

# 

The  withdrawal  of  the  prohibitory  edict 
against  the  exportation  of  rice  is  said  to  have  in 
some  measure  revived  the  trade  at  open  ports. 
Japanese  merchants  at  the  ports,  acting  under  in- 
structions from  their  consuls,  had  been  making 
investigations  into  the  losses  caused  to  them  by 
the  prohibitory  edict,  so  that,  in  case  of  the  Korean 
Government's  refusal  to  revoke  it,  demands 


might  at  once  be  made  for  indemnity.  These 
investigations,  it  is  stated,  have  been  suspended 
in  view  of  the  early  withdrawal  of  the  objection- 
able edict. 

*  * 

Japanese  newspaper  correspondents  agree  in 
calling  attention  to  the  steadily  growing  in- 
fluence of  Chinese  merchants  in  Korea.  In 
Soul,  for  instance,  nearly  the  whole  trade, 
wholesale  as  well  as  retail,  is  said  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  Chinese  who  are  suspected  of  being 
soldiers  in  disguise, — soldiers,  too,  who  took 
part  in  the  disturbance  of  1884. 

* 

*  * 

The  seaward  extension  of  the  Japanese  settle- 
ment at  Ninsen  is  said  to  be  a  subject 
of  negotiation  between  the  Japanese  Minister 
and  the  Korean  Government.  Although  the 
Korean  authorities  are  not  against  the  proposal, 
it  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Otoi  i  will  find  it  difficult 
to  get  their  consent,  because  the  French  and 
German  Consuls'are  said  to  be  using  efforts  to 

prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme. 
* 

±  * 

The  Korean  Government  is  reported  to  be 
levying  special  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
a  Navy.  Some  local  officials,  in  their  zeal  to 
carry  out  instructions  or  perhaps  to  enrich  them- 
selves, are  stated  to  have  demanded  payment  of 
these  taxes  by  Japanese  travellers.  Much  dis- 
content seems  to  have  been  excited  throughout 
the  country  by  this  latest  species  of  exaction. 


TELEGRAPHIC  CONGRATULATIONS. 

Congratulatory  messages  telegraphed  by  cer- 
tain foreign  Sovereigns  to  Their  Majesties  the 
Emperor  and  Empress  of  Japan  in  connection 
with  the  Silver  Wedding,  were  published  in  the 
Official  Gazette  on  the  10th  instant,  and  trans- 
lated in  these  columns.  Some  others,  received 
on  the  day  after  the  ceremony,  are  now  made 
public  by  the  same  authority.  They  are  as 
follow  : — 

Fiom  the  Emperor  of  Russia  : — "We  and  Our 
Consort  learn  with  sincere  pleasure  that  Your  Im 
penal  Majesties  are  engaged  in  celebrating  the 
251)1  anniversary  of  Your  Imperial  Union.  We 
offer  Our  heartiest  congratulations,  and  pray  foi 
the  felicity  of  Your  Impeiial  Majesties." 

From  the  President  of  the  French  Republic  : — 
"  I  tender  my  piofoundest  congratulations  on  this 
auspicious  occasion  of  the  25th  anniversary  of 
Your  Imperial  Majesty's  Marriage,  and  pray  for 
the  welfare  of  Your  Majesty  and  Your  Imperial 
Cousoi  t." 

Fiom  Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  of 
Italy: — "  We  have  already  by  letter  offered  Our 
congratulations  on  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
Your  Imperial  Majesties'  Marriage,  and  we  now 
convey  further  felicitations  by  telegraph." 

FIRES  IN  TOKYO. 

Quite  an  unusual  number  of  small  fires  have 
recently  occurred  in  the  metropolis  and,  strange 
to  say,  in  nearly  each  instance  they  were  attended 
by  loss  of  life.  A  conflagration  that  threatened 
atone  time  to  assume  serious  dimensions,  broke 
out  in  Sarugaku-cho,  Kanda,  on  the  morning  of 
the  3rd  instant,  at  almost  the  same  spot  whence 
started  the  great  fire  of  April,  1892,  in  which 
overlive  thousand  houses  were  burned.  People 
were  on  the  alert  this  time,  however,  and  less 
than  a  dozen  dwellings  were  destroyed.  A 
wealthy  merchant  who  had  come  to  Tokyo 
for  the  special  purpose  of  seeing  the  festivi- 
ties connected  with  the  celebration  of  the  Im- 
perial Silver  Wedding,  was  the  only  victim  of 
the  flames.  The  vernacular  press  unite  in  call- 
ing this  a  "particularly  unfortunate  case." 

THE  T0K1WA  HOTEL  IN  KYOTO. 

We  learn  with  regret,  from  a  Japanese  news- 
paper that  the  Tokiwa  Hotel,  in  Kyoto,  is  in 
financial  difficulties.  The  hotel  started  with 
good  prospects.  It  was  chosen  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  place  for  lodging  the  Czarevitch, 
on  the  occasion  of  His  Imperial  Highness' 
visit  two  years  ago,  and  it  has  acquired  an 
excellent  reputation  for  good  accommodation, 
a  good  table,  and  good  attendance.  But  some- 
how it  has  not  paid  its  way,  and  a  mortgage — 
several  times  renewed — of  fifty-eight  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Mitsui  Bank  threatens  to  drag  it 
down  altogether.    If  the  Yomturi  Shimbun's 


information  be  correct,  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel  behaved  with  great  indiscretion :  he  at- 
tempted by  legal  process  to  compel  the  Bank  to 
extend  the  mortgage  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
But  truly  we  can  scarcely  credit  that.  At  all 
events,  present  appearances,  according  to  the 
vernacular  press,  seem  to  indicate  that  the  hotel 
will  become  the  property  of  the  Yaami  pro- 
prietor, and  that  the  two  inns  will  be  worked 
under  a  common  management.  But  our  own 
private  information  is  to  the  effect  that  some 
further  respite  will  be  granted  by  the  Bank,  and 
that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  the  hotel's  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  its  present  owner. 


TOKYO   INN-KEEPERS  AND  SOLDIERS. 

It  seems  that  some  inn-keepers  of  Tokyo 
showed  •much  unwillingness  to  accommodate 
the  soldiers  who  came  to  the  capital  to  take 
part  in  the  Review  on  the  9th  instant.  The 
action  of  these  inn-keepers  is  severely  criticiz- 
ed by  a  General  Officer  writing  in  the  columns 
of  the  vernacular  press.  He  thinks  that  they 
showed  a  lamentable  lack  of  patriotism,  and 
that  a  war  is  much  needed  to  rouse  the  Japa- 
nese in  general  to  a  due  sense  of  their  public 
duties.  But  the  criticism  is  surely  a  little 
too  severe.  Inn-keepers  who  show  no  reluct- 
ance to  entertain  soldiers  are  everywhere  rari 
aves.  It  is  to  be  noted,  also,  that  the  inn- 
ke  epers  of  the  Kanda  district  in  Tokyo,  learn- 
ing the  embarrassment  in  which  the  soldiers 
found  themselves,  lost  no  time  in  volunteering 
to  (provide  the  accommodation  that  had  been 
refused  elsewhere. 


IMPERIAL  BAN&UET  ON  THE  9TH  INSTANT. 

Those  who  had  the  honour  to  be  present  at  the 
Imperial  Banquet  on  the  9th  instant,  speak 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  perfection  of  the 
arrangements.  A  hundred  and  twenty  covers 
were  laid  at  the  table  were  Their  Majesties  pre- 
sided, yet  so  excellent  was  the  cuisine  that  a 
dinner  for  half  a  dozen  under  the  most  advan- 
tageous circumstances  could  not  have  been 
belter  served.  The  decorations  were  beautiful, 
the  service  was  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
sparkling  description,  the  wines  were  capital, 
the  waiting  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and,  on 
the  whole,  a  more  skilfully  organized  affair 
could  scarcely  be  imagined. 

SIGNOR  CRISPl's  STATEMENT. 

It  appears  that  by  the  change  of  one  little  pre- 
position Signor  Crispi's  recent  statement  in  the 
Italian  Chamber  was  transformed  from  a  com- 
paratively harmless  declaration  into  an  an- 
nouncement that  threatened  the  peace  of 
Europe.  The  Italian  Prime  Minister  was  made 
to  say  that  the  conspiracy  in  Sicily  had  been 
hatched  by  France,  whereas  what  he  really  said 
was  that  it  had  been  hatched  in  France.  The 
difference  is  radical.  If  Crispi  had  made  use 
of  the  former  words,  which  we  altogether  doubt- 
ed at  the  time,  he  would  have  been  inviting  a 
rejoinder  of  a  most  serious  character  from 
France. 


COLLISION  WITH  THE  "KOBE  MAKU." 

On  Saturday  morning,  March  3rd,  says  the  N.-C. 
Daily  News,  while  the  Kobe  Maru  was  out- 
ward bound,  she  collided  with  a  Shanghai  cargo 
boat,  coming  in.  The  accident  happened  in  the 
Feima  Channel,  and  the  bow  of  the  cargo  boat 
was  stove  in  and  her  iron  deck-house  torn  to 
pieces.  The  Kobe  was  not  injured,  but  she  anchor- 
ed for  a  few  minutes  to  ascertain  what  damage 
had  been  done.  As  the  cargo  boat  was  only 
half  loaded  and  most  of  the  damage  was  done 
forward  of  her  collision  bulkhead,  she  did  not 
sink,  otherwise  there  would  have  been  another 
obstruction  in  the  Feima/Channel. 


PRESENT  PROM  THE  EMPEROR  OF  GERMANY  TO 
THE  EMPEROR  OF  JAPAN. 

In  connection  with  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  marriage  of  their  Imperial  Majesties  the 
Emperor  and  Empress  of  Japan,  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Germany  has  signified 
his  desire  to  present  to  Their  Majesties  two 
large  porcelain  vases.  His  Excellency  Baron 
von  Gulschmid,  the  German  Representative, 
when  received  in  private  audience  on  the  9th 
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instant,  had  the  honour  of  conveying  this  in- 
telligence to  the  Emperor  of  Japan.  The  vases 
are  to  be  made  in  the  Royal  Porcelain  Manu- 
factory in  Berlin,  and  will  hear  the  portraits  of 
the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  Germany.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  they  will  arrive  in  about  two  months. 

.    INVESTIGATIONS  BY  TUB  NOSHOMUSHO. 

Thk  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
is  engaged  in  conducting  some  very  interesting 
investigations.     The  first  relates  to  the  produc- 
ing and  consuming  capacities  of  the  country; 
the  second  to  the  question  of  employers  and 
employed.  It  is  the  fashion  now-a-days  to  speak 
of  the  great  strides  Japan-  has  made  in  the 
matter  of  productive  power  since  the  Restora- 
tion, but  when  hard  facts  are  required  for 
elaborating  some  trustworthy  measure  of  what 
those  strides  have  actually  been,  nothing  is 
forthcoming.     Statistics  are  in   many  cases 
wanting  to  show  not  only  what  has  actually  been 
done,  but  also  what  there  is  a  possibility  of 
doing.     The  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce   has   therefore   prepared  skeleton 
tables  to  be  filled,  and  a  series  of  questions  to 
be  answered,  by  local  officials  throughout  the 
empire,  and  when  the  information  thus  elicited 
has  been  digested,  it  will  be  printed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  at  large.    A  similar  method 
is  being  pursued  with  regard   to  the  labour 
problem.    In  order  to  prepare  suitable  queries 
on  that  topic,  officials  from  the  Department  were 
sent  round  the  various  factories  in  the  chief 
cities  last  fall.     We  have  already  referred  to  this 
mater,  and  explained  that  in  consequence  of  the 
receipt  of  questions  from  the  Department,  the 
various  companies  of  manufacturers  in  Tokyo 
had  decided  to  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
replying  to  the  questions,  and  concerting,  if 
necessary,  any  further  programme  of  investi- 
gation.   The  companies  are,  of  course,  very 
intimately  concerned,  inasmuch  as  the  intelli- 
gence collected  by  the  Department  will  form 
the  basis    for  compiling   official  regulations. 
Their  meeting  was  recently  held  in  the  Kosei- 
kwan.    It  was  attended  by  over  250  persons, 
representing  about  80  companies,  and  some 
700  shareholders  of  the  companies  were  also 
present.    Mr.  Niire,  Chief  of  the  3rd  Section 
of  the  Bureau  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  in- 
vited the  representatives  of  the  companies  to 
make  statements  relating  to  the  past,  present 
and  future  of  their  enterprises,  the  statements 
being,  as  far  as  possible,  directed  towards  sup- 
plying the  information  set  forth  in  the  questions 
tabulated  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce.    We  presume  that  written  replies 
have  also  been  called  for,  but  as  to  that  no 
statement  is  published.     It  will  be  most  in- 
teresting to  learn  what  estimate  is  formed  as  to 
the  productive  capacities   of  the  country  in 
respect  of  articles  constituting  staples  of  foreign 
export,  and  as  to  the  consuming  capacity  in 
respect  of  articles  imported  from  abroad. 


pendent  inquiries  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
man  who  really  carried  on  the  contraband  trade 
was  not  Gohei,  but  his  younger  brother  Yuzo. 
Gohei  seems,  from  all  accounts,  to  have  been  a 
well-meaning  sort  of  person,  little  prone,  how- 
ever, to  any  enterprising  career.  But  his 
brother  Yuzo  was  a  man  of  indomitable  courage 
and  commanding  intellect.  Gohei  being  the 
head  of  the  family,  the  transactions  were 
>  doubt  conducted  in  his  name,  and  thus 


ZBNIYA  GOHEI. 

Some  time  ago  we  had  occasion  to  refer  to  Zeniya 
Gohei,  one  of  the  greatest  pioneers  of  foreign 
commerce  in  modern  Japan.  A  recent  number 
of  the  Shigaku  Zasshi  (Journal  of  History)  has 
an  interesting  account  of  researches  conducted 
in  loco  with  reference  to  Zeniya  by  Mr.  Shigeno 
Antaku,  one  of  the  best  authorities  on  Japanese 
history.  In  the  course  of  a  tour  of  investigation 
in  the  Hokuriku-do  some  time  last  year,  Mr. 
Shigeno  passed  through  a  place  called  Fuku- 
mitsu  in  the  Tonami  District  of  the  Province  of 
Etchu.  The  locality  is  noted  for  the  superb 
silk  produced  there.  It  was  the  produce  of  this 
village  that  the  famous  Zeniya  Gohei  sold  to 
foreign  merchants,  contrary  to  the  strict  prohibi- 
tion then  in  force  against  private  trade  with 
foreigners.  There  lives  in  the  district  a  dealer 
in  silk  called  Mayeda-ya,  from  whose  store  the 
silk  destined  for  clandestine  export  was  bought 
by  the  enterprising  merchant  of  Kanazawa. 
Mayeda-ya  is  reputed  still  to  possess  large 
packages  of  letters  which  his  father  or  grand- 
father received  from  Zeniya.  But,  unfortunately, 
Mr.  Shigeno  was  unable  to  obtain  access  to 
these  interesting  papers,  it  being  given  out  that 
they  had  been  lost  some  years  since.  Inde- 


posterily  knows  him  as  "  the  great  merchant  of 
Kanazawa."    That  Yuzo,  not  Gohei,  was  the 
principal  party  concerned  in  foreign  trade,  is 
proved  by  the  fact,  now  brought  to  light  for  the 
first  time,  that  whereas  Gohei  escaped  with  the 
comparatively  light  sentence  of  banishment,  his 
brother  Yuzo  was  hung.    As  to  the  manner  of 
carrying  on  the  business,  interesting  details  are 
given.    Yuzo  was  in  the  habit  of  coming  to 
Fukumilsu  in  the  silk  season  and  buying,  through 
the  above  mentioned  Mayeda-ya,  as  much  silk 
as  he  could  get.    The  silk  was  left  in  charge 
of  the  broker,  with  instructions  to  sell  whenever 
the  price  reached  a  profitable  point,  any  portion 
that  could  not  be  thus  disposed  of  being  sent 
over  to  Zeniya  at  Kanazawa,  and  sold  by  Yuzo 
to  foreign  ships  in  the  open  sea.    The  tradition 
that  the  transfer  of  the  silk  was  effected  at  sea, 
is  disputed  by  Mr.  Shigeno,  who  thinks  it  more 
probable  that  the  transaction  was  completed  in 
some  out-of-the-way  port.     That  Zeniya  was 
immensely  rich,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  land  confiscated  after  his  arrest  was  calculat- 
ed to  yield  85,000  koku  (an  annual  income  of 
425,000  yen   at  5  yen  per  koku),  while  the 
number  of  his  large  vessels  seized  was  thirty- 
three.  As  10  the  question  whether  the  Clan  Go- 
vernment of  Kaga  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
secret  trade   carried  on  by  Zeniya  under  its 
very  nose,  various  opinions  are  held,  but  Mr. 
Shigeno  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  trade 
was  managed  with  the  secret  connivance  of  the 
feudal  Lord  and  his  Ministers.    This  much  is 
known  as  a  fact  that  one  of  these  Ministers, 
Cho,  and  his  secretaries  were,  all   the  while 
aware  of  what  were  going  on,  and  that  when 
Zeniya's  family  were  punished,  these  officials 
were  removed  on  one  pretext  or  another.  It 
may  be  asked,  why  punish  the  merchants  if  the 
trade  had  been  carried  on  with  the  tacit  conni- 
vance of  the  officials  ?    The  answer  is  that  had 
it  been  possible  to  keep  matters  from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Shogun's  Government,  no  penalty 
would  have  been  imposed.    Instances  of  syste- 
matic conni  vance  at  secret  foreign  trade  are  com 
mon,  says  Mr.  Shigeno,  in  the  history  of  several 
clans.  In  his  own  clan  of  Satsuma,  for  example, 
the  authorities  even  encouraged  such  trade. 
The  thing  could  be  managed  very  easily  in  the 
case  of  that  clan,  for,  as  it  had  under  its  juris 
diction  the  islands  of  Okinawa,  foreign  im- 
ported goods  were  passed  off  as  products  of 
those  islands.    Clothes,  medicines,  and  other 
articles  from  abroad  were  thus  transported  to 
various    parts   of   the    country,  especially  to 
Niigata.    When  the  matter  became  known  to 
the  authorities  at  Yedo,  the  Satsuma  Govern 
ment  had  no  choice  but  to  sentence  the  mer- 
chants concerned  to  nominal  banishment.  The 
trade,  however,  was  suffered  to  be  conducted  as 
before  by  new  agents.    From  these  analogies 
Mr.  Shigeno  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  trans- 
actions of  Zeniya  must  have  been  known  to  the 
authorities  of  the  Kaga  .  clan,  if  not  actually 
encouraged  by  them.    Zeniya  nourished  in  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century.    He  is  re- 
puted to  have  made  extensive  voyages  in  the 
South  Pacific,  it  being  claimed  that  he  went  as 
far  as  the  island  of  Tasmania. 


ceplcd  theory  that  religioun  ideas  originate 
in  the  wonder  and  fear  fell  by  pi imitive  man 
in  the  face  of  phenomena  whose  nature  and 
cause  he  fails  to  comprehend  ;  that  the  more 
reason  there  is  for  such  wonder  and  fear, 
the  quicker  the  growth  of  religious  thought. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  in  India  and 
Arabia,  and  was  also  formerly  in  Judea.  Now, 
compare  these  lands  with  our  country,  and  the 
<iistinction  becomes  at  once  apparent.  We 
live  in  the  temperate  zone  ;  we  have  neither 
whirlwind  nor  simoon  ;  we  have  never  under- 
gone the  despotism  of  caste  as  it  exists  in  India. 
There  are  no  impenetrable  jungles,  no  tumul- 
tuous ocean,  no  lofty  and  forbidding  Himalaya. 
The  soil  is  fertile,  the  climate  equable,  the 
supply  of  water  unfailing.  We  have  had  no 
Nebuchadnezzar  to  contend  with  :  no  Antiochus 
Titus.  No  Exodus!  No  period  of  exile  !  And 
so,  whether  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  the 
absence  of  all  fearful  phenomena  caused  our  an- 
cestors to  enjoy  the  land,  leaving  them  very  little 
to  view  with  dread  or  awe.  They  were  thus  more 
apt  to  think  of  this  side  of  the  grave  than  of  the 
beyond.  They  would  stay  in  the  land  of  the 
living  and  not  go  elsewhere.  In  a'  word,  their 
very  condition  and  surroundings  taught  them 
worldliness  rather  than  inculcated  spirituality. 
And  so  the  religious  idea,  if  aught  indeed  there 
was,  grew  so  slowly  and  imperceptibly  as  not  to 

be  perceived  The  notions  of  our 

ancestors  were  thus  of  the  crudest  and  simplest 
description.  Of  the  soul  they  had  the  vaguest 
of  ideas.  They  knew  that  human  beings  had 
something  in  them  separate  from  and  yet  con- 
nected with  the  body.  That '  something  '  could 
survive  the  body.  Heaven  and  Hell  were  still 
more  vaguely  defined.  Our  remote  ancestors 
thought  the  other  world  a  material  place,  the 
residence  of  the  gods  from  whom  they  believ- 
ed themselves  descended.  Izanami  went  to 
Yomi-no-kuni,  Susano-o  to  Ne-no-kuni,  and 
Sukuna  Hiko  to  Tokyo-no-kuni.  But  whether 
these  represent  Heaven  or  Hell,  or  whether  any 
distinction  was  made  between  the  two,  or  even 
whether  these  regions  were  in  the  world  or  out 
of  the  world,  is  uncertain  and  indeterminable." — 
Mr.  Sugimura  is  evidently  a  disciple  of  Herbert 
Spencer.  He  perhaps  has  overlooked  the  pheno- 
menon of  great  earthquakes,  of  which  the  earli- 
est Japanese  records  have  much  to  say:  and  it 
is  a  question  whether  an  adult  earthquake 
would  not  suffice  to  inspire  primitive  man  with 
quite  as  much  wonder  and  awe  as  would  a  vio- 
ent  thunderstorm.  Typhoons  have  always 
formed  one  of  the  standing  properties  of  Japa- 
nese coast-scenery,  and  we  would  back  a  typhoon 
against  any  simoon  that  ever  blew.  Volcanoes 
are  frequent  in  Japan,  and  such  an  eruption  as 
that  of  Bandai-san  would  have  been  calculated 
to  send  the  coolest  primitive-man  in  hot  haste 
inside  his  dolmen  or  cave-dwelling,  and  cause 
his  unkempt  poll  to  assume  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  fretful  porcupine  with  wonder,  awe, 
reverence  and  a  good,  wholesome  scare.  And 
then  how  about  inundations,  landslips  and  fires  ? 
Mr.  Sugimura's  theory  is  acute  and  there  is 
undoubtedly  something  in  it;  but  we  neverthe- 
less hold  that  the  Primitive  Japanese  had  as 
ample  opportunity  to  be  frightened  into  re- 
ligious speculations  as  had  ever  the  oppressed 
Jews,  the  Pariahs  of  India,  or  the  nomadic 
hordes  of  Arabia. 


RELIGIOUS  IDEAS  OF  THE    ANCIENT  JAPANESE 

It  is  generally  contended  by  foreign  critics  of 
this  country  that  the  Japanese  are,  as  a  nation 
without  any  naturally  deep  religious  feeling 
that  the  idea  of  sublimity  never  came  within  the 
conceptions  of  their  earlier  poets  and  that  their 
highest  moral  sentiment  has  always  been  em- 
bodied in  the  principle  of  loyalty  and  fidelity 
Mr.  Sugimura  Kotaro,  a  young  writer  whose 
thoughtful  essays  we  have  already  had  occasion 
to  notice,  tries  to  explain  this  phenomenon.  We 
quote  his  own  words  : — "  It  is  a  generally  ac 


TROUBLE  AT  MIIDERA. 

A  trouble  not  easy  to  sympathise  with  is  dis- 
turbing the  tranquillity  of  the  priests  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  temple  of  Miidera,  celebrated 
in  history  for  Benkei's  fabled  exploit  with  its 
big  bell.  It  appears  that  the  Lord  Abbot  caused 
sentence  of  dismissal  from  his  post  to  be  sent 
to  Mr.  Tomikoji  Kwanson,  Chief  Priest  of  the 
Gyokusen  temple  in  Kyoto,  the  ground  of  the 
punishment  being  that  he  lived  openly 
wife.  Mr.  Tomikoji  declined  to  bow 
sentence.  He  declared  that  the  laws 
Sect  did  not  forbid  the  marriage  of  its  priests, 
and  he  completely  turned  the  tables  on  the 
celibate  prelate  by  enlisting  the  sympathies  of 
the  other  priests  and  sending  to  the  Lord  Abbot 
a  round  robin  advising  his  resignation.  The 
matter  being  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Home  Affairs,  a  Councillor  of  the  Shiga 
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Local  Office  was  instructed  to  mediate  privately. 
The  Lord  Abbot,  however,  declined  to  be  per- 
suaded, and  proceeded,  on  the  contrary,  to 
pronounce  disciplinary  sentences  on  the  recal- 
citrant priest  and  several  of  li is  coadjutors. 
But  they,  too,  refused  to  abide  by  the  right  re- 
verend gentleman's  rulings,  and  his  mandates 
thereupon  commenced  a  series  of  most  undig- 
nified journeyings  to  and  fro  between  their 
source  and  their  destinations.  The  Home  De- 
partment lias  finally  sent  an  official  to  arrange 
the  trouble. 


THE.  FOREIGN  TRADE   OF  JAPAN  FOR   1 893 . 

The  returns  now  published  by  the  Department 
of  Finance  with  reference  to  the  foreign  trade 
of  Japan  for  1893,  confirm  the  figures  that  ap- 
peared in  these  columns  in  February.  The  total 
bulk  of  the  trade  was  177,970,036  yen,  against 
162,428,833  yen  for  1892,  an  increase  of 
15,541,203  yen.  This  difference  is  not  so  great 
as  was  the  increment  (19,974,293  yen)  in  1892 
compared  with  1891,  but  it  is  the  second  best 
record  during  the  past  six  years.  We  speak  of 
six  years  because  it  is  only  since  1888  that  the 
Customs,  in  converting  the  sterting  value  of 
imports  into  silver,  have  taken  the  rates  of  ex- 
change actually  ruling  in  the  market.  With  re- 
gard to  the  division  of  the  trade  into  exports 
and  imports,  the  figures  are,  exports  89,712,864 
yen,  a  decrease  of  1,389,889  yen  as  compared 
with  1892;  and  imports  88,257,171  yen,  an  in- 
crease of  16,931,092  yen  over  1892. 


* 


It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  despite  the 
appreciation  of  gold  last  year,  the  import  trade 
should  have  shown  such  a  development.  What 
effect  exchange  exercised  upon  the  prices  of 
goods  imported  from  gold-using  countries  is 
shown  very  plainly  by  the  tables.  Thus,  British 
cotton  velvets  imported  in  1892  cost  169  yen 
per  1,000  yards,  whereas  they  cost  181  yen  in 
1893  ;  the  corresponding  figures  for  cotton 
satins  were  123  yen  and  136  yen,  those  for 
gray  shirtings,  52  yen  and  59  yen  ;  and  those 
for  cotton  yarns,  331  yen  per  1,000  catties 
against  415  yen  in  1893.  Such  an  increase  of 
prices  ought  to  have  checked  the  trade,  but  the 
effect  was  evidently  of  little  moment  compared 
with  the  increased  purchasing  power  of  the  con- 
suming classes  in  Japan. 

* 

*  * 

Germany's  sales  of  flannel  to  Japan  illustrate 
the  fact  that  a  falling  exchange  does  not  seri- 
ously check  a  trade  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  country.  The  cost  of  German 
flannel  for  the  Japanese  market — not  including 
freight,  insurance,  &c. — was  299  yen  per  1,000 
yards  in  1891,  320  yen  in  1892,  and  328  yen  in 
1893.  Yet  the  sales  in  these  three  years  were 
1,108,144  yards,  2,851,754  yards,  and  3,796,182 
yards,  respectively.  There  is  comfort  in  this 
fact  for  those  who  fear  that  an  increased  tariff 
might  cripple  the  import  trade. 


A  LEAF  FROM  THE   LATE   COUNT  TERAJIMA'S 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

THEmostrecentjournalofthe  Japan  Educational 
Society  contains  an  autobiographical  sketch  of 
the  late  Count  Terajima  Munenori.  A  passage 
relating  to  his  stay  in  London  in  1865  is  of 
special  interest,  as  it  has  reference  to  the  oiigin 
of  England's  sympathy  with  the  clans  that  con- 
spired to  overthrow  the  Shogunate  Government. 
In  that  year  the  Count,  or  Mr.  Matsukata  Tozo, 
as  he  was  then  called,  received  orders  from  his 
clan  Government  of  Salsuma  to  proceed  to 
England,  with  a  number  of  young  students, 
among  whom  were  the  late  Yiscounts  Moii, 
and  Yoshida,  Admiral  Matsumura,  Mr.  Machi- 
da  Hisanari  and  others.  He  was  then  in  his 
thirty-fourth  year.  In  London,  he  met  with 
Mr.  Oliphant,  then  a  member  of  Parliament, 
whose  acquaintance  he  seems  to  have  made 
while  Mr.  Oliphant  was  serving  in  Yedo  as 
Secretary  to  Sir  Rutherford  Alcock.  Through 
the  introduction  of  Mr.  Oliphant,  -the  future 
Count  Terajima  had  interviews  with  the  British 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  he  sub- 
mitted minute  information  about  political  affairs 
in  his  country,  that  is  to  say,  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  the  Bakufu  and  the  clans  devoted  to  the 


cause  of  the  Imperial  Government.  In  making 
these  representations  he  was  effectually  assisted 
by  Mr.  Oliphant,  who  accompanied  him  in  his 
visits  to  the  Foreign  Office.  In  consequence 
of  the  information  thus  offered  by  Count  Tera- 
jima, the  British  Foreign  Minister  sent  instruc- 
tions to  the  British  Representative  in  Japan,  Sir- 
Harry  S.  Parkes,  to  aid  the  restoration  of 
political  power  to  the  Imperial  house.  The 
following  year — we  still  quote  from  the  article 
before  us — Sir  Harry  S.  Parkes  paid  a  visit  to 
Kagoshima  and  had  talks  with  Komatsu  Tate- 
aki  and  Saigo  Takamori  on  the  subject  of  the 
Restoration.  Such  is  the  story  left  by  the  Count 
as  to  the  origin  of  England's  friendly  attitude 
towards  the  cause  of  the  Imperial  family. 

BUSINESS  FAILURES  IN  1893. 

The  following  table  shows  the  business  failures 
in  1893,  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  as 
compared  with  immediately  preceding  years: — 

PROPORTIONS  OF  FAILURES  TO  THOSE  IN  BUSINESS 
DURING  FOUR  YEARS. 

1893.  189a. 

No.  in       No.  No.  in  No. 
Business.  Failing.  Business.  Failing. 

Middle  States                       876,771     3,40a  380,528  8,515 

Eastern  Stales                       104,679     3,143  *°4i939  'i°59 

Southern  States                    161,363     2,399  161,690  1,915 

Western  States                     328,951      4,284  332,736  2,015 

North-western  States              "33,375     1,71a  119,138  983 

Pacific  States                          54,396     1,198  33,737  99' 

Territories                                '°«375        37°  *,796  172 

Totals,  United  States  ...  1,059,806    15,508    1,051,564  10,270 
Canada   76,856     1,781        75,86o  1,682 

Totals,   United  States 
and  Canada   1,136,66a    17,289    1,127,424  11,952 

1891.  1890. 

No  in.       No.  No.  in  No. 
Business.  Failing.  Business.  Failing 

Middle  States                      377,724     3,002  273,956  3,803 

Eastern  States                       101,182     1,789  98,245  1,480 

Southern  States                    157,586     3,413  151,091  1,655 

Western  States                      310,290     3,6c2  299,842  2,500 

North-western  States              113,568     1,364  110,226  1,132 

Pacific  States                       48,646     1,182  48,238  1,03a 

Territories   ,                    8,025        143  7,832  71 

Totals,  United  States ...  1,018,021    12,394      989,420  10,673 
Canada   75.589     1,846        73,918  1,626 

Totals,    United  States 
and  Canada   1,093,610   14,240    1,063,338  12,299 

This  table  is  taken  from  a  Miffis  of  valuable  and 
interesting  statistics  on  the  same  subject  com- 
piled and  published  by  Bradstreefs.  In  com- 
menting on  them  that  journal  says: — "Among 
failures  due  to  the  eight  primary  causes  of 
failure  for  which  individuals,  firms,  or  corpora- 
tions failing  are  themselves  responsible  there 
was  actually  a  smaller  proportion  due  directly 
to  four  of  them  in  1893  than  in  1892,  viz., 
incompetence  (irrespective  of  other  causes), 
speculation  (outside  of  regular  business),  per- 
sonal extravagance,  and  fraudulent  disposition 
of  property,  leaving  increases  in.  proportions  of 
failures  (due  to  causes  for  which  those  failing 
were  responsible)  to  inexperience  (without  other 
incompetence),  lack  of  capital  (or  trying  to  do 
too  much  business  for  capital  available),  to  the 
granting  of  unwise  credits,  and  to  neglect  of 
business.  With  these  governing  influences  in 
mind,  then,  it  becomes  clear  that  the  business 
community  must  in  years  of  panic  and  severe 
stringency  of  money  recognize  the  impractic- 
ability of  forecasting  relative  solvency  with  the 
same  approximation  to  accuracy  as  in  normal 
years.  The  degree  of  variation  appears  in  this 
instance  to  have  been  the  foreshadowing  of 
seven  out  of  ten  failures  instead  of  about  nine 
and  a  fraction  out  of  ten,  as  in  other  years.  The 
proportion  of  those  failing  last  year  reported  in 
good  credit  was  fully  27  per  cent.;  more  than 
four  times  that  in  preceding  years,  which  ranged 
from  6  to  7  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number. 
The  share  of  those  who  went  down  while  rated 
in  very  good  credit  or  higher,  though  only  3.2 
per  cent,  in  1893,  565  in  number,  was  three 
times  that  in  1892,  when  only  131  such  failed. 
In  this  is  found  an  illustration  of  the  effect  of 
monetary  crises  on  firms  and  corporations  of 
large  capital  and  high  credit.  The  heavy  aug- 
mentation of  liabilities  last  year,  therefore,  is 
seen  to  have  taken  place  in  connection  with 
failures  due  first  and  directly  to  the  financial 
crisis;  second,  to  lack  of  capital,  and  third,  to 
failures  of  others  ;  fourth,  to  speculation  ;  fifth,  to 
incompetence,  and,  sixth,  to  fraudulent  failures." 


THE  SURPLUS  REVENUE  AND  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Thk  surplus  revenue  lying  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  amounted, 


according  to  the  Shogyo  Shimpo,  to  14,797,425 
yen.  But  out  of  it  the  following  appropriations 
have  been  made: — 61,045  yen,  military  provi- 
sions and  horses;  358,619  yen,  relief  to  the 
sufferers  by  the  Wakayama  floods  ;  5,247  yen, 
expenses  of  Hokkaido  Jail  ;  and  61,293  K". 
local  pensions  and  reliefs,  the  total  being  51 1,204 
yen.  In  addition  to  this  the  Government  con- 
templates defraying  from  the  same  source  the 
additional  sum  required,  in  consequence  of  the 
appreciation  of  gold,  tor  the  purchase  of  war- 
vessels  from  abroad,  and  also  large  amounts  for 
the  relief  of  distress  caused  by  last  year's  floods. 
These  items  aggregate  7,111,751  yen,  so  that, 
on  the  whole,  the  surplus  will  be  reduced  to 
7,174,470  yen. 

m 

*  * 

Of  course  the  procedure  adopted  by  the 
Government  in  this  matter  is  bound  to  provoke 
hostile  criticism  from  Opposition  politicians. 
Whether  moneys  be  paid  out  or  hoarded  up, 
whether  an  urgency  ordinance  be  employed  or 
not,  the  line  taken  by  the  Government  is  sure 
to  be  condemned  by  these  gentlemen.  The 
Kaishin-to  organs  are  already  beginning  to 
make  the  matter  a  topic  of  severe  strictures, 
and  there  is  talk  of  its  being  brought  before  the 
Diet  immediately  on  its  re-assembly  in  May  next. 


SUGAR  REFINING  IN  JAPAN. 

The  Japanese  press  seems  to  have  been  pre- 
mature in  announcing  the  formation  of  a  Com- 
pany for  purposes  of  sugar  refining  in  Japan. 
Later  information  goes  to  show  that  the  enter- 
prise is  by  no  means  in  such  an  advanced  state. 
Investigations  are  indeed  in  progress,  and  the  in- 
dications go  to  show  that  the  project  will  be 
carried  to  completion,  but  the  statements  that 
capital  has  been  subscribed,  rules  drawn  up,  and 
the  site  for  the  factory  fixed  are  distinctly  in 
advance  of  the  fact.  The  question  has  great 
interest  for  British  merchants.  Something  like 
sixty  per  cent.-  of  the  sugar  refined  at  the 
flourishing  factories  in  Hongkong  comes  to 
Japan,  and  the  demand  is  constantly  increas- 
ing. Evidently  if  this  country's  markets  were 
closed  to  the  Hongkong  produce,  a  very  serious 
blow  would  be  dealt  to  the  refining  industry  in 
that  colony.  The  Customs  Returns  show  that 
Japan  took,  in  1892,  no  less  than  6,384  tons  of 
refined  sugar  from  Hongkong  at  a  cost  of 
6,650,409  dollars.  That  is  a  large  business. 
Its  cessation  would  have  most  unwelcome  con- 
sequences both  for  the  refiners  in  the  southern 
colony  and  for  their  foreign  agents  in  Japan. 

*  * 

The  growth  of  a  demand  for  refined  sugar  is 
a  feature  of  modern  Japan.  In  former  days  the 
people  of  this  country  were  content  with  brown 
sugar,  but  they  have  now  grown  more  fastidious, 
and  already  their  consumption  of  white  sugar 
amounts  to  6\  millions  of  dollars  annually. 
Considering  that  they  do  not  use  sugar  in  their 
tea,  this  large  and  growing  consumption  is 
striking  and  not  at  once  explicable. 


JAPANESE  EMIGRATION. 

Mr.  H.  W.  S.  Edmonds,  a  Japanese  coloniza- 
tion agent,  says  the  Mexican  Financier,  has 
sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  the  landowners  of 
Sinaloa  setting  forth  the  terms  on  which  he  is 
prepared  to  introduce  field  hands  from  Japan. 
He  suggests  that  persons  having  land  suited 
for  colonization  should  settle  Japanese  immi- 
grants thereon  at  the  rate  of  one  family  per 
fifty  hectares.  At  the  end  of  five  years  the 
head  of  each  family  is  to  be  placed  in  absolute 
possession  of  two-fifths  of  the  land  which  he 
has  cultivated.  The  owners  of  the  land  are 
to  pay  the  fares  of  the  colonists  from  Japan 
to  Sinaloa,  but,  if  they  object  to  doing  so,  Mr. 
Edmonds  suggests  the  formation  of  a  coloniza- 
tion company  comprising  the  land-owners  and 
himself,  the  former  contributing  land,  imple- 
ments, seed,  building  materials,  provisions  for 
colonists  on"  their  first  arrival,  etc.,  and  he  pay- 
ing their  travelling  expenses,  both  parties  to  this 
agreement  being  remunerated  in  fully  paid  stock 
of  the  proposed  company.  An  agent,  whose 
expenses  are  to  be  paid  by  the  landowners, 
would  have  to  go  to  Japan  to  contract  suitable 
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immigrants  from  llie  agricultural  districts.  The 
first  batch  of  colonists  would  arrive  in  Sinaloa 
in  about  tour  months  from  the  starting  of  the 
agent  for  Japan.  Mr.  Edmonds  warns  land 
owners  not  to  make  application  for  immigrants 
unless  the  regions  which  they  desire  to  colonize 
are  supplied  with  water  or  the  means  of  pro- 
curing it  attificially.  This,  he  says,  is  an  in- 
dispensable condition  for  success.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Sinaloa  will  not  miss  this  golden 
opportunity  of  developing  its  backward  agricul- 
tural industries. 


NKITHKR  TRUK   NOR  WELL  FOUND. 

An  English  newspaper  presents  an  alleged 
specimen  of  Japanese  matrimonial  advertising, 
to  which  it  calls  attention  as  "  an  incontestable 
proof  of  rapid  advance  in  the  civilization  of  the 
West."  It  is  vouched  for  as  a  literal  translation 
from  a  Tokyo  journal,  and  it  runs  thus: — "  A 
young  lady  wishes  to  get  married.  She  is  very 
beautiful,  has  a  rosy  face,  which  is  surrounded 
by  dark,  curly  hair.  Her  eyebrows  show  the 
form  of  the  half  moon  and  the  mouth  is  small 
and  pretty.  She  is  also  very  rich,  well  read 
enough  to  admire  the  flowers  in  the  daytime  at 
the  side  of  a  life  companion,  or  at  night  to  sing 
to  the  stars  in  heaven.  The  man  whom  she 
will  choose  must  also  be  young,  handsome  and 
well  educated,  and  be  ready  to  share  the  same 
grave  with  her."  The  ingenious  manufacturer 
of  this  "incontestable  proof  of  civilization" 
might  be  surprised  to  learn  that  "  curly  hair," 
instead  of  being  considered  a  charm,  is  regard- 
ed as  a  disfigurement  by  Japanese  ladies.  But 
as  his  paragraph  was  concocted  for  domestic 
consumption,  accuracy  in  details  was  a  matter 
of  no  consequence.  For  readers  who  know 
nothing  about  the  East,  anything  will  serve  as 
Japanese  local  colour,  and  fictitious  illustrations 
of  manners  and  customs  are  just  as  satisfactory 
as  plain  unvarnished  truths. 


GRANTS  IN  AID  OF  LOCAL  ENTERPRISE. 

The  Keizai  Zasshi  has  a  characteristic  note 
with  reference  to  official  grants  in  aid  of  local 
industries.  It  gives  statistics  from  the  12th  to 
the  25th  fiscal  year  of  Meiji.  From  these  it 
appears  that  whereas  the  sums  granted  by  the 
Treasury  for  this  purpose  aggregated  228,654 
yen  in  1879,  this  total  gradually  diminished 
thenceforth,  until,  in  1886,  it  was  about  65  per 
cent,  smaller.  After  that,  however,  it  began  to 
grow  again,  so  that  in  1892  it  was  approximately 
the  same  as  in  1879.  The  Tokyo  economical 
periodical,  a  staunch  advocate  of  commercial 
independence,  regards  the  statistics  as  an  indi- 
cation that  the  spirit  of  State  protection  has 
revived.  With  reference  to  the  purposes  to 
which  these  grants  are  applied,  our  contempo- 
rary has  nothing  good  to  say.  It  alleges  that 
the  money  is  usually  spent  in  remunerating  the 
services  and  paying  the  expenses  of  agricul- 
tural experts,  who  go  from  place  to  place  on  in- 
spection, or  lecture,  tours.  The  Keizai  sees  no 
equivalent  advantage  in  these  undertakings  and 
considers  that,  under  any  circumstances,  they 
ought  not  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  State. 


NAVAL  MATTERS. 

Japan,  we  read  in  the  Kokkai,  is  about  to  build 
two  ships-of-war  of  huge  dimensions — fifteen 
thousand  tons  each.  Whence  the  money  is  to 
be  obtained,  our  contemporary  is  silent,  though 
a  matter  of  18  or  20  million  yen  seems  worthy 
of  consideration.  The  Kokkai  is  at  some  pains 
to  dissipate  the  prejudice  entertained  against  im- 
mense battle-ships  by  old-fashioned  folks,  who 
don't  like  putting  all  their  eggs  into  one  basket. 
But  inasmuch  as  we  are  totally  sceptical  about 
the  Kokkai's  fundamental  fact — namely,  the 
building  of  such  vessels  for  Japan — we  need 
not  follow  it  into  these  comparative  arguments. 
What  interests  us  more  is  to  learn,  on  our  con- 
temporary's unimpeachable  authority,  that  Eng- 
land's new  spurt  of  naval  ship-building  activity 
was  inspired  by  Japanese  example.  We  do  not 
remember  to  have  observed  that  Japan's  fight- 
ing capacity  was  included  in  the  estimate  of  re- 
lative national  strengths  which  set  English 
journals  writing  and  English  statesmen  project- 
ing.   But  the  Kokkai  says  that  a  sense  of  shame 


at  being  outstripped  by  Japan  moved  British 
naval  officers  to  agitate  for  big  additions  to  their 
country's  maritime  forces,  and  of  course  the 
Kokkai  knows  what  it  is  talking  about.  We 
earnestly  trust  that  Japan  will  continue  to  play 
the  pait  of  a  useful  spur  in  the  "  tight  little  is- 
land's "  side. 


A   NEW   BOOK   ON  CHINA. 

IIifRK  is  a  note  which  has  been  sent  to  us  about 
a  new  book  on  China : — 

When  we  examine  the  total  number  of  books  that 
have  for  their  subject  an  Oriental  country  we  are 
surprised  to  find  how  large  a  proportion  of  them  have 
been  written  by  travellers  who  were  there  for  a  com- 
paratively  short  period,  who  did  not  even  understand 
the  language  of  the  people  they  described,  and  whose 
knowledge  must,  consequently,  have  been  acquired 
mainly  at  second  hand.  It  is  a  pleasure,  therefore,  to 
find  in  Miss  Adele  M.  Fielde's  forthcoming  volume — 
A  Corner  0/ Cathay — a  graphic  record  of  original  re- 
search concerning  the  life  of  the  Chinese,  by  one  who 
lived  among  them  for  twenty  years,  and  whose  fami- 
liarity  with  their  language  enabled  her  to  enter  into 
their  modes  of  thought,  and  to  ascertain  from  them- 
selves  the  reasons  for  their  peculiar  and  amazing 
customs.  As  an  inmate  of  native  households  she 
possessed  peculiar  facilities  for  a  study  of  their 
life,  domestic,  social,  and  intellectual,  from  the 
question  of  the  legal  status  of  the  women  to  the 
curious  games  played  by  the  children.  In  her  illus- 
trations she  was  aided  by  a  native  artist  of  wide  local 
fame,  and  his  pictures,  as  winsomely  guiltless  of  per- 
spective as  were  those  of  the  eaily  Italian  artists  and 
as  charming  in  tint  as  Pekinese  enamels,  are  skilfully 
reproduced  in  colours  and  present  a  new  feature  in 
American  illustration.  the  name  of  the  book  is  taken 
from  the  populous  and  picturesque  region  about 
Swatow,  in  the  south-eastern  corner  of  China.  It  will 
be  published  in  September  by  Macmillan  &  Co. 


A  NEW  JOURNAL  FOR  TIENTSIN. 

Tientsin,  which  formerly  boasted  one  of  the 
best  journals  in  the  East,  the  Chinese  Times,  is 
to  have  a  new  journal.  In  the  North  China 
Daily  News'  correspondence  from  that  port 
we  read  : — 

The  prospectus  of  the  Peking  and  Tientsin  Times  has 
been  issued,  and  if  journalistic  success  could  be  assured 
by  modesty  and  good  sense,  the  new  venture  would  cer- 
tainly command  it.  We  understand  that  the  scheme  is 
under  auspices  totally  different  both  as  regards  pioprietor- 
ship,  editorship,  and  object,  from  those  of  the  defunct  and 
lamented  Chinese  Times ;  it  is  a  creation  and  not  a  mere 
resurrection  we  are  about  to  witness.  The  new  organ  is 
primarily  to  be  a  chronicle  of  the  news  of  Peking  and 
Tientsin,  the  former  "  as  the  seat  of  government  and  the 
residence  of  the  representatives  of  foreign  Powers  is  a  centre 
of  much  information  interesting  to  Western  peoples,"  and 
the  latter  as''  the  point  of  distribution  of  a  very  large 
growing  trade,  and  one  of  the  most  thriving  of  the 
treaty  Ports."  It  will  consist  of  four  pages  about 
the  size  of  Times'  Weekly  :  its  price  is  to  be  a  modest 
ten  cents  per  copy,  or  three  dollars  per  annum  in 
advance.  The  founder  and  editor  is  an  accomplished 
gentleman  who  has  had  large  experience  as  a  journalist 
in  England  and  America,  and  whose  name  when  pub- 
lished will  be  a  guarantee  of  the  literary  sufficiency 
of  the  enterprise.  The  issue  of  the  prospectus  has  awa- 
kened a  very  keen  interest  in  the  port,  the  paper  will  add 
some  variety  to  the  tedium  of  a  vegetative  existence;  there 
is  an  abundance  of  literary  ability  in  the  port  and  doubtless 
this  will  be  enlisted;  'communications  from  any  part  of 
China  will  be  welcomed.'  It  is  understood  that  the  paper 
is  not  committed  to  any  particular  policy  or  platfoim  in 
politics  or  trade  i  its  editorial  table  is  at  present  tabula 
rasa  in  this  respect. 

THE   CURRENCY  INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Currency  Investigation  Committee  is  now 
busily  engaged.  It  held  its  eleventh  meeting 
on  the  1st  instant  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
those  present  being  Messrs.  Sonoda  Kokichi, 
Sakatani  Yoshi,  Taguchi  Ukichi,  Soyeda  Ju- 
ichi,  Kanai  Noburu,  Masuda  Ko  and  Obata 
Tokujiro.  The  Vice-Minister  of  State  for 
Finance,  Mr.  Tajiri,  also  attended.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Sonoda  Kokichi,  and  the 
subject  of  discussion  for  the  day  was  the  in- 
fluence which  the  fall  in  the  gold  price  of  silver 
exercises  upon  the  agricultural  and  industrial 
classes  in  silver-using  countries.  The  results 
arrived  at  are  not  published. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  SEEDS  IN  JAPAN. 

Skilled  as  Japanese  gardeners  are  in  the  train- 
ing and  propagation  of  flowering  plants  and 
dwarfed  trees,  they  cannot  be  said  10  have  come 
within  measurable  distance  of  Western  horti- 
culturists in  the  matter  of  improving  seeds  and 
developing  new  varieties  of  plants.  For  ex- 
ample, Japan  may  be  called  the  parent  country 
of  the  camellia  and  the  chrysanthemum,  yet 
finer  and  more  varied  specimens  of  these  flowers 


may  be  seen  now  in  Knglainl,  whither  they  were 
imported  only  a  few  years  ago,  than  in  Japan. 
Cognizant  of  this  fact  some  Japanese  experts 
have  now  combined  to  effect  an  improvement. 
They  have  formed  an  Agricultural  Society,  under 
the  chief  management  of  Mr.  Watase  Toiajiro, 
a  graduate  of  the  Sapporo  Agricultural  College, 
with  whom  are  associated,  as  assistants,  Messrs. 
Ogawa  and  Akakabe,  graduates  of  the  same  in- 
stitution. A  central  site  has  been  selected  at 
No.  5,  Tameike,  Akasaka,  Tokyo.  It  is  called 
the  Noko-yen.  With  it  are  connected  experi- 
mental grounds  at  other  places  in  Tokyo  and 
Hokkaido.  Supplies  of  seed  are  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Agricultural  Colleges  at  Komaba 
and  Sapporo,  as  well  as  from  abroad,  and 
these,  together  with  improved  varieties  of  them, 
will  be  offered  for  sale.  Further,  in  order  to 
encourage  this  kind  of  enterprise,  prizes  will  be 
given  by  the  Noko-yen  from  time  to  time  at 
flower-shows  inaugurated  by  it. 

TUB  WINDOW-OPENING  AT  AT  A  M I . 

We  have  been  shown  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
only  two  persons — besides  Mr.  and  Mr.  Freese 
— who  were  in  the  room  at  the  Atami  hotel  at 
the  time  of  the  incident  described  by  "Justice" 
in  our  correspondence  columns  on  the  14th 
instant.  The  writer  of  the  letter  says  that  on 
opening  the  window  referred  to  by  "  Justice," 
Mr.  Freese  asked  whether  it  inconvenienced 
him  (the  writer),  and  received  a  reply  in  the 
negative.  The  other  person,  however — a  friend 
of  the  writer — found  the  draught  unpleasant 
and  changed  his  seat.  It  is  emphatically  denied 
that  there  was  any  semblance  of  discourtesy  or 
want  of  consideration  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Freese. 
We  should  think  that  these  paltry  charges  are 
not  worthy  to  be  either  formulated  or  refuted. 
As  for  the  dog-poisoning  imputation,  its  silliness 
seems  on  a  par  with  its  irrelevance. 

CANADIAN-ATLANTIC    EXPRESS  SERVICE. 

The  oft-talked-of  express-service  between  Eng- 
land and  Canada  is  now  likely  to  be  proceeded 
with,  the  Government  being  prepared  to  offer 
a  subsidy  of  ^150,000  as  an  encouragement. 
With  a  subsidy  like  that,  and  the  growing  re- 
quirements of  the  trade,  such  a  service  would 
no  doubt  be  successful  from  a  commercial  point 
of  view.  Probably  the  matter  will  be  taken  up 
by  some  of  the  foremost  shipping  Companies 
who  have  had  experience  in  the  trade.  With 
the  present  price  of  materials  contracts  could  be 
made  at  very  reasonable  prices. 

PROTECTION. 

The  following  facts  will  show  to  what  a  pitiful 
plight  the  French  shipping  trade  is  being  re- 
duced by  the  present  Protectionist  rlgtme: — 
Of  the  81  vessels  belonging  to  the  principal 
shipping  Companies  of  Marseills,  30  (or  more 
than  a  third  of  the  whole)  are  laid  up,  viz.,  Com- 
pagnie  des  Transports  Maritimes,  7  out  of  16 
steamers  ;  Compagnie  Cyprien  Fabre,  7  out  of 
15  ;  Compagnie  Fraissinet,  7  out  of  25  ;  Com- 
pagnie Touache,  5  out  of  11;  Compagnie 
Caillol  and  St.  Pierre,  2  out  of  6. 


BRAINS. 

A  correspondent  of  a  London  paper  writes: — 
"  It  is  simply  amazing  how  any  newspaper 
editor  blessed  with  the  slightest  modicum  of 
brains  could  insert  the  ridiculous  yarn  which, 
strange  to  say,  is  going  the  round  of  the  press, 
about  the  arrival  at  Galveston  of  the  Norwegian 
barque  Elsa  Andersen,  having  in  tow  the  hull 
of  an  English-built  brig  which  had  been  re- 
surrected at  the  Faroe  Islands  by  a  submarine 
disturbance." 


FUNERAL  OF  MASTER  FUMI  SONODA. 

A  great  number  of  sorrowing  friends  attended 
the  funeral  of  Master  Fumi  Alexander  Sonoda 
on  the  iz'th  instant.  The  bright,  affectionate 
little  lad,  who  was  cut  off  on  the  very  threshold 
of  a  life  full  of  promise,  had  been  a  universal 
favourite,  and  the  keenest  sympathy  was  felt  with 
his  parents  in  their  heart-breaking  bereavement. 
A  part  of  the  service  was  performed  at  St. 
Andrews  Church  in  Tokyo,  and  the  rest  at  the 
side  of  the  grave  in  Aoyama  Cemetery.  The 
coffin  and  hearse  were  covered  with  a  mass  of 
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floral  wreathes,  and  the  saddened  demeanour  of 
the  large  concourse  of  people  who  followed  the 
bier  bore  unmistakable  testimony  to  the  pain 
caused  by  this  mournful  event. 

HEATH  OF  MR.   MARCUS  FLOWERS. 

Wk  much  regret,  says  the  L.  and  C.  Express 
of  February  2nd,  to  report  the  death  of  Mr. 
Marcus  Octavius  Flowers,  who  will  be  remem- 
bered by  all  the  older  foreign  residents  in 
Japan.  The  death  took  place  on  28th  ult.  at 
Eastbourne,  at  the  good  age  of  seventy-five. 
He  was  connected  actively  with  Japan  for 
twenty  years  from  early  in  the  sixties  to  early 
in  the  eighties.  He  had  seen  considerable 
Consular  service  before  going  to  Japan,  how- 
ever, as  he  served  in  the  British  Consulate  at 
Amsterdam  from  i844>  and  had  charge  of  the 
Consulate  on  several  occasions.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Unpaid  Vice-Consul  there  in  Novem- 
ber, 1856,  and  was  Acting  Consul  on  several 
occasion  between  that  year  and  i860.  It  was 
in  February,  1861,  that  his  connection  com- 
menced with  Japan,  when  lie  was  appointed 
Interpreter  at  Kanagawa,  as  it  was  then  known, 
and  passed  an  examination  the  following  month. 
The  rest  of  his  career  in  Japan  was  as  follows 
Promoted  to  be  Vice-Consul  at  Yokohama, 
April  1,  1864;  was  Acting  Consul  from  Dec. 
24,  1864,  till  January  4,  1866;  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Nagasaki  Consulate  as  Offi- 
ciating Consul,  and  took  charge  Feb.  10,  1866; 
was  promoted  to  be  Consul  at  Hakodate,  Japan, 
May  3,  1867;  was.  transferred  to  Niigata,  Jan. 
1,  1868;  to  Nagasaki,  July  9,  1868;  and  to 
Hiogo  and  Osaka,  April  1,  1877;  retired  on  a 
pension  March  24,  1882.  After  his  retirement 
he  took  up  his  residence  on  the  Continent  for 
some  time,  and  settled  definitely  at  Eastbourne 
a  few  years  ago,  where  about  two  years  since  he 
had  the  misfortunate  to  lose  his  wife.  He  leaves 
one  son.  Of  late  years  his  name  had  not  come 
much  before  the  Far  Eastern  world.  He  was 
of  a  most  kindly  and  courteous  disposition,  and 
though  he  went  through  the  troublous  times  of 
early  foreign  intercourse  with  Japan  he  was  ever 
respected  alike  both  by  foreigner  and  native. 


DESERTION. 

James  Fox,  a  sealer  on  board  the  schooner 
Grace  ffarwar,  was  charged  on  Friday  morn- 
ing before  James  Troup,  Esq,,  Assistant-Judge 
of  H.B.M.'s  Court,  with  desertion  from  his 
vessel.  The  complaint  was  laid  by  the  Con- 
sulate Shipping  Clerk,  Mr.  Geo.  Hodges,  who 
stated  that  the  vessel  had  cleared  at  the  Ship- 
ping Office  the  previous  day,  and  that  the  ac- 
cused had  been  written  off  the  articles  as  a  de- 
serter and  another  man  shipped  in  his  place. 
Defendant  said  he  left  the  ship  on  the  previous 
Saturday  night,  but  did  not  intend  to  desert. 
He  had  left  8120,  gold,  on  board  her,  and 
therefore  was  not  owing  the  ship  anything.  He 
would  give  the  Court  no  trouble  if  His  Honour 
would  let  him  go,  as  he  had  got  a  berth  on  an- 
other ship.  Evidence  was  led  as  to  the  arrest 
of  defendant  that  morning,  the  date  of  the  war- 
rant, etc.,  and  then  defendant  was  asked  if  he 
had  any  statement  to  make.  The  man  acknow- 
ledged having  been  sentenced  to  J4  days'  im- 
prisonment for  desertion  in  that  Court  some 
time  before.  He  could  only  ask  for  mercy 
now.  His  Honour  said  it  would  be  ruinous  as 
an  example  to  allow  defendant  to  get  off  as  he 
had.  requested,  for  discipline  on  board  ship 
must  be  maintained.  Defendant  would  go  to 
prison  for  30  days  and  pay  the  costs. 

SEISMIC  PHENOMENON. 

Whether  or  not  connnected  with  the  long  and 
severe  shock  of  earthquake  of  Monday  morning, 
which  was  unusually  sharply  felt  in  many  places 
in  the  capital,  a  number  of  people  noticed  an 
almost  immediate  fall  in  the  temperature— 1 2° 
to  be  precise — apparently  an  abrupt  change  from 
genial  spring-weather  to  the  chills  of  winter. 
The  Japanese  are  inclined  to  think  that  the 
sudden  change  was  owing  to  the  earthquake. 

BRITISH   NORTH  BORNEO. 

Information  has  been  received  in  Hongkong  by 
private  letter  to  the  effect  that  Rajah  Brooke 
of  Sarawak  has  accepted  an  invitation  from  the 


British  North  Borneo  Company  to  become  Go- 
vernor-General of  that  portion  of  Borneo  coming 
under  their  sphere  of  jurisdiction.  The  outcome 
of  this  arrangement,  the  China  Mail  under- 
stands from  the  same  source,  is  that  the  present 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief,  Mr.  C.  V. 
Creagh,  C.M.G.,  has  sent  in  his  resignation, 
with  a  request  that  it  be  immediately  accepted 
and  the  balance  of  his  term  of  office  cancelled. 


EXTENSION   OF  THE  SHOOTING  SEASON. 

In  consequence  of  a  requisition  to  Governor 
Nakano  by  a  number  of  foreign  and  Japanese 
sportsmen  at  this  port  for  an  extension  of  the 
shooting  season  in  regard  to  certain  birds,  the 
following  notification  has  been  issued  :  — 
Kanagawa  Ken.  Ordinance  No.  14. 
By  permission  of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce  tlie  protection  period  of  the  kinds 
of  birds  hereafter  mentioned,  from  amongst  the  birds 
and  animals  enumerated  in  Art.  25  of  the  Game  Law, 
is  hereby  shortened  for  30  days,  viz.,  up  to  the  13th 
day  of  April  of  each  year. 

Nakano  Takeakira, 
Governor  of  Kanagawa. 

15th  March,  1894. 

(1.)  Quails.  (2.)  Wild  geese.  (3.)  Wild  ducks  of 
various  kinds.    (-)•)  Snipe  of  various  kinds. 

THE   SILVER  QUESTION. 

The  following  telegram  has  been  forwarded  by 
German  firms  of  Hongkong  to  the  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  at  Berlin,  in  reference  to  the 
depreciation  of  Silver : — 

(Transl A  I  ION.) 

"  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Berlin. 
"The  undersigned  would  very  gladly  welcome  any 
steps  that  could  be  undertaken  to  improve  the  posi- 
tion of  Silver,  as  the  present  state  of  affairs  involves 
a  heavy  decrease  of  German  Exports  to  the  whole 
East  and  great  losses  to  German  capital  employed  in 
the  East.'' 

"  German  Firms  of  Hongkong  " 


STEAMER  AGROUND. 

The  M.  M.  steamer  Saigon,  which  is  engaged 
on  the  Tonkin  branch  line,  while  on  a  voyage 
toQuinhon  went  ashore  on  the  rocks  near  Poulo- 
Cambir  on  the  night  of  the  20th  ult.  during  a 
fog.  A  boat  was  sent  to  Quinhon  for  assistance, 
and  the  passengers  and  mails  were  safely  landed. 
Telegrams  were  sent  to  Hongkong  and  Saigon, 
and  the  steamer  Haiphong,  from  Hongkong, 
and  the  Arethuse,  from  Saigon,  received  orders 
to  go  to  the  scene  of  the  accident  to  render 
assistance  in  extricating  the  Saigon  from  her 
dangerous  position. 

KOBE   AND  COAL. 

It  appears  that  there  is  a  chance  of  coal  being 
found  within  an  hour's  drive  of  Kobe.  We 
learn  from  the  Hyogo  News  that  a  speculator, 
whose  name  is  not  given,  has  been  vigorously 
engaged  for  some  time  seeking  for  the  mineral, 
apparently  in  the  vicinity  of  Taketori-zan,  and 
that  he  has  already  sunk  a  shaft  372  feet  long, 
its  extreme  point  being  at  a  depth  of  192  leet 
below  the  surface.  This  plucky  projector  is  quite 
convinced  of  ultimate  success,  and,  of  course,  if 
his  conviction  be  confirmed  by  facts,  Kobe  will 
benefit  immensely. 

DESPATCH. 

The  following  instance  of  despatch  at  Naga- 
saki, says  a  home  paper,  is  deserving  of  re- 
cord : — The  China  Mutual  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  steamer  Oolong^%,5$3  tons,  arrived 
at  the  port  at  10.30  a,m.  on  the  23rd  Novem- 
ber last,  docked,  cleaned,  received  three  coats 
of  paint,  loaded  3,800  tons  of  coal  and  a  small 
quantity  of  cargo  for  Europe,  and  sailed  at  2 
a.m.  on  the  25th  November — time  in  port,  say, 
49^  hours. 

TERRIBLE  CATASTROPHE. 

A  serious  disaster  is  reported  from  the  Chang- 
shan  coal  mines,  Shantung.  According  to  one 
report  the  mines  were  suddenly  flooded,  while 
according  to  another  an  explosion  took  place, 
but  whatever  the  cause  of  the  disaster,  it  is  stated 
that  450  people  lost  their  lives.  The  mines  in 
question  are  worked  on  the  antiquated  Chinese 
style,  and  produce  over  thirty  tons  a  day,  giving 
employment  to  over  a  thousand  men  and  boys. 

HONGKONG  GARRISON. 

It  has  been  arranged,  according  to  an  Indian 
paper,  that  the  ist  Battalion  of  the  Shropshire 


Regiment,  now  at  Hongkong,  shall  be  brought 
on  the  Indian  establishment,  the  move  taking 
place  next  relief  season.  The  Battalion  of  the 
Rifle  Brigade  at  Calcutta,  which  has  been  nine- 
teen years  in  India,  will  proceed  to  Hongkong, 
remaining  there  about  a  year  before  going  home. 
The  Shropshire  Regiment  will  presumably  be 
stationed  at  Fort  William  on  their  arrival  in  India. 

YOKOHAMA  LITBRARY  SOCIETY. 

There  was  a  large  assemblage  at  the  meeting 
of  this  Society  last  evening  to  hear  a  lecture  by 
Dr.  Clay  McCauley  on  his  personal  experiences 
of  the  American  Civil  War  at  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville  and  the  woful  tribulations 
which  befel  the  Northern  prisoners  on  their 
road  to  Libby  prison.  The  overture  was  played 
by  Miss  Vincent  and  Mr.  Griffin,  "  Son  and 
Stranger,"  Mendelssohn.  The  second  half  was 
taken  up  by  a  pianoforte  solo,  ''The  Song  of 
the  Sirens,"  Wollenhaupt,  Miss  Laura  Smith  ; 
a  song  "Si  tu  savais,''  Balfe,  Mrs.  Brouwer, 
followed  by  a  violing  solo  by  Mr.  Ramseger,  the 
programme  concluding  with  two  piano-forte 
duets: — 1.  Intermezzo  et  valse  lente,  from 
"Sylvia;"  2.  "The  Dragon-fighter "  polonaise, 
Hoffmann,  by  Miss  Von  Hemert  and  Mrs. 
Brouwer. 

A  CONVENIENT  MEMORY. 

The  Japan  Gazette,  we  observe,  indulges  in 
a  very  jubilant  recollection  of  having  taught 
the  Mail  a  sharp  lesson  in  connection  with 
telegrams  which  it  was  accused  of  "  stealing  " 
from  our  columns.  But  our  contemporary  con- 
veniently forgets  that  it  was  actually  convicted 
of  copying  our  telegrams  verbatim,  even  loan 
error  of  date,  and  claiming  them  as  its  own. 
We  should  have  thought  that  the  subject  had 
no  particularly  agreeable  flavour  for  the  Gazette. 
But  tastes  differ. 

THE  DEADLY  PARALLEL. 

■•Japan  Gazette."  "Japan  Gazetts." 

8th  March.  14th  March. 

As  most  of  our  readers  know,       But,  says  the  Japan  Mail,  "  in 
voting  is  not  by  strict  ballot,   some  constituencies  the  results 
The  agents  know  pretty  well    were  known  and  could  be  tele- 
how  the  men  wilt  vote,  and  as    graphed  wilhout  opening  the 
the  electors  have  to  sign  their    boxes."    Then  what  a  miser- 
names  to  the  voting-paper  there   able  farce  is  the  so-called  '*  bal- 
is  not  much  use  in  attempting   lot!"    Really  there  is  no  need 
secrecy.    In  consequence  it  is   for  the  ballot-boxes  at  all. 
easy  to  ascertain  within  a  few 
votes  what  the  result  of  any 
election  has  been.   This  was 
done  on  the  2nd  inst. 

THE  PEIHO. 

There  appears  to  have  been  an  agreement 
among  the  various  companies  running  steamers 
on  the  North  China  coast,  not  to  start  any 
boats  for  Tientsin  from  Shanghai  before  March 
4th.  On  that  day  no  less  than  fifteen  steamers 
crossed  the  Woosung  Bar,  bound  for  the  Peiho, 
within  a  space  of  four  hours.  The  awaking  of 
Tientsin  from  its  hibernation  must  have  been 
quite  an  imposing  affair  this  year. 

MR.  GLADSTONE   IN  CHINESE  EYES. 

According  to  the  N.-C.  Daily  News,  the  Chin- 
ese version  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
from  the  Premiership  is  that  "the  English 
Emperor  compradore,  too  muchy  olo  man,  have 
finish  do  pidgin/'  Another  story  is  that  the 
rise  in  "  shilling  bills "  is  due  to  the  English 
Emperor  changing  his  compradore. 

MR.  MICHIE. 

We  notice  (says  a  contemporary)  that  Mr.  A. 
Michie  and  Miss  Michie  are  passengers  from 
Port  Said  to  Rangoon.  Mr.  Michie,  so  well 
known  at  Tientsin  and  Shanghai  as  a  journal- 
ist, has  been  recently  acting  for  The  Times  in 
Egypt,  and  he  is  doubtless  going  to  Rangoon 
to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  A.  K.  Moylan  as  special 
correspondent  for  that  newspaper. 

MEETING  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNORS. 

It  has  been  decided  that  a  meeting  of  Local 
Governors  shall  be  held  at  the  Department  of 
Home  Affairs,  commencing  on  the  13th  instant. 
Notice  to  that  effect  has  been  issued  by  Mr. 
Matsuoka,  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs. 

MADAME  DE   MARTINO's  RECEPTION. 

We  are  asked  to  state  that  next  Sunday  being 
the  anniversary  of  a  sad  event  in  the  family  of 
Madame  de  Martino,  she  can  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  her  friends  as  usual  on 
that  day. 


March  71,  1804.] 
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77/ A"  SILVER  WEDDING  RKCEl'- 
T10NS  A I  THE  PALACE. 

THE  auspicious  day  on  which  the  EM- 
PEROR and  EMPRESS  celebrated,  amulet 
universal  rejoicings  on  the  part  of  all  their 
subjects  throughout  the  whole  capital,  the 
anniversary  of  their  Silver  Wedding,  was 
from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  till  late 
at   night,   one   of    well   nigh  continuous 
ceremonial  for  THEIR  MAJESTIES.  At  nine 
in  the  morning,   a  religious  service  was 
performed  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Palace,  at 
which  Their  Majesties,  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Imperial  Family 
and  High  Dignitaries  of  the  Empire,  in 
turn  offered  prayers  and  burned  incense 
at  the  cenotaphs  of  their  ancestors.  At 
eleven,  the  formal  receptions  began.  All 
the  Princes,   Nobles,   Privy  Councillors, 
Ministers,  and  Vice-Ministers  of  State, 
officers  of  the  highest  ranks  in  both  the 
army   and  navy,  accompanied  in  every 
instance  by  their  wives,  presented  their 
personal  congratulations.     From  shortly 
after  this  hour,  the  Foreign  Ministers,  ac- 
companied in  each  case  by  their  entire 
staffs,  all  in   full  uniform  with  decora- 
tions, and  by  the  ladies  of  their  several 
Legations,  commenced  to  arrive  at  the 
Palace  and  assembled  in  the  Nishi  Daman 
chamber.    The  Ministers  of  countries  of 
which  the  Sovereigns  or  Presidents  had 
specially  instructed  their  Representatives 
to  convey  congratulations  to  THEIR  Ma 
JESTIES,  were  first  received  in  separate 
audience,  after  which  the  entire  personnel 
and  ladies  of  each  Legation  were  separ- 
ately received  by  THEIR  MAJESTIESin  order 
of  seniority  of  the  chiefs  of  each,  commenc- 
with  that  of  France,   the  French  Minister 
being  the  Doyen  of  the  Corps  Diploma 
tique.    It  was  nearly  one  o'clock  before 
the  last  of  these  receptions  terminated 
Very  shortly  afterwards,  THEIR  MAJESTIES 
left  for  the  Review,  and  it  was  almost  five 
o'clock  before  they  arrived  at  the  Palace 
on  their  return.    At  half-past  six,  a  grand 
banquet,   over    which  THEIR  MAJESTIES 
graciously  presided  in  person,  was  served 
in  the  Banqueting  Hall,  and  what  may  be 
called  "  overflow  parties  "  were  also  simuU 
taneously  entertained  in  other  chambers 
in   the   Palace,   a  prince  of  the  Imperial 
Family  presiding  in  each  separate  instance 
The  only  foreigners  assisting  at  the  ban 
quet  were   the   Foreign   Ministers,  th'ei 
wives,  the  Russian  Admiral,  and  the  wife 
of  the  American  Admiral.    The  Banquet 
ing  Hall  is  the  largest  room  in  the  Palace 
and    is  of   the    most    noble  and  impos 
ing   proportions,    being  over  five  hun* 
dred  square  yards  in  area,  and  of  corre* 
sponding  height.    The  decorations  of  the 
room  are  fully  worthy  of  its  size.  The 
ceiling  is  divided  into  numerous  panels  by 
deep  brown  lacquer  ribs,  each  panel  con- 
taining a  beautifully  executed  painting  in 
gold  and  colours.  The  wall,  which  is  only  on 
one  side,  is  hung  with  the  richest  and  most 
costly  silk,  while  the  remaining  three  sides 


onsist  of  heavy  plale  glass  shoj'i  in  lacquer 
tames.  The  dining  table  was  set  in  the 
lot  in  of  a  square  and  the  decorative  plate 
was  entirely  of  silver,  conspicuous  among 
it  being  several  large  and  massive  centre- 
pieces ;  that  immediately  in  front  of  the 
places  occupied  by  THEIR  MAJESTIES  being 
especially  striking,  on  which  storks  and 
tortoises  figured  prominently.  On  the 
termination  of  the  banquet  THEIR  MAJES- 
TIES received  all  their  guests  in  another 
chamber,  and  conversed  in  turn  with  those 
of  highest  rank,  including  all  the  Foreign 
Representatives  and  their  wives. 

In  the  meantime,  the  other  guests  in- 
vited to  the  evening  reception,  though  not 
to  the  banquet,  had  commenced  to  arrive, 
and  continued  to  do  so  in  constant  succes- 
sion till  half-past  nine  o'clock.  Included 
among  them  were  all  field-officers  of  the 
army  stationed  in  Tokyo  and  officers  of 
corresponding    rank    in    the   navy.  Go 
vernors  of  Prefectures,   Presidents  of  the 
Courts  of  Justice,  high  officials  in  Tokyo 
not  of  ministerial  rank,  holders  of  decora- 
tions of  the  third  and  higher  classes,  the 
entire    staffs  and  all    the  ladies  of  the 
several  Foreign  Legations,  the  command- 
ing officers  of  all  the  foreign  vessels  of 
war    now    in     Yokohama,    and  foreign 
employes   of  the    Japanese  Government 
who  either  hold  their  appointments  direct 
from  HIS  MAJESTY  or  have  received  de- 
corations of  the  third  or  h-igher  classes. 
The  staffs  of  the  Legations,  the  foreign 
naval   officers,   and  the  higher  Japanese 
officials    assembled    in    the    Nishi  Da- 
mari  Chamber,  the  others  in  the  adjoining 
apartments.     After  the  lapse  of  about  an 
hour,  all  were  in  turn  summoned  to  the 
Throne  Room,  which  is  of  somewhat  less 
extensive  dimensions  than  the  Banquet- 
ing Hall,  but  surpasses  it  in  the  almost 
indescribable  beauty  of  its  decorations. 
Its  usual  arrangements  had  been  slightly 
altered  for  this  occasion.    The  Throne  had 
been  removed  and  a  temporary  dais  erect- 
ed, on  which  chairs  were  placed  for  THEIR 
Majesties.    Directly  opposite  to  Their 
Majrsties'  seats,  a  stage,  covered  with 
dark  green,  cloth,  had  been  raised  very 
slightly  above  the  floor,  but  to  a  lower 
elevation  than  that  of  the  Dais  on  which 
Their   Majesties  were    to  take  their 
places.    On   both  sides   of  the  room,  at 
right  angles  to  dais  and  stage,  were  three 
rows  of  chairs,  and  on  each  side  of  and 
behind  the  dais  were  two  rows.    Those  on 
the   right  hand   side  of  the   room  were 
allotted  to  the  Japanese  Dignitaries  and 
their  wives,   those    in  the  front  row  to 
Their  Majesties  right  hand  being  oc- 
cupied   by    Countesses   Ito,  Kuroda, 
SAIGO,  and  Ov'AMA,  and  Viscountess  Hljl- 
KATA,  in  the  order  named.     Facing  these 
ladies,    in    the    corresponding  position 
on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  room  and 
to  the  left  hand  of  THEIR  MAJESTIES,  were 
the  wives  of  the  Foreign  Ministers,  Mme 
SlENKTEWICZ,  Mme.  DE   MART1NO,  Mrs 
FRASER,  and  Baronness  D'Anethan  ;  im 


mediately  behind  whom  again  were  seat- 
ed the  other  ladies  from  the  several  Lega- 
tions. All  other  ladies  present  were 
provided  with  seats,  but,  of  the  Japanese 
present,  only  the  very  highest  Dignataries 
and,  of  the  foreigners,  only  the  Chefs  de 
Mission  were  similarly  accommodated,  the 
capacity  of  the  Throne  Room  being  taxed 
to  the  utmost  to  afford  even  comfortable 
standing  space  for  the  remainder.  All  the 
guests  having  assembled,  THEIR  MAJES- 
TIES soon  entered  the  room,  the  EMPRESS 
leaning  on  His  MAJESTY'S  arm,  im- 
mediately followed  by  the  Princes  and 
Princesses  of  the  Imperial  family,  and  by 
a  long  train  of  Court  officials  and  ladies, 
the  entire  assemblage  of  course  rising  and 
bowing.  Having  graciously  returned  the 
salutations,  the  Imperial  couple  took  their 
places  on  the  dais.  The  several  Princes 
now  seated  themselves  on  the  immediate 
right  hand  in  a  line  with  the  dais,  and  the 
Princesses  in  the  same  way  on  the  left,  the 
court  ladies  and  officials  behind.  A  per- 
formance of  ancient  Japanese  music  and 
dancing  was  then  given,  consisting  of  four 
pieces  : — 

1.  — Banzairaku. — Music  describing  the 
happy  flight  in  the  golden  age  of  a  Bird  of 
Paradise  ;  composed  1,300  years  ago  by 
the  Emperor  YOMEI. 

2.  — Enguiraku. — Music  composed  987 
years  ago  by  General  FUJIWARA  TADA- 
FUSA,  with  accompanying  contemporane- 
ous dance,  arranged  by  Prince  OTSUMI. 

3.  — Taiheiraku. — Music,  reset  about 
1037  years  ago,  from  Chinese  originals, 
representing  the  tranquillization  of  the 
Empire  and  the  reformation  of  all  abuses. 

4.  — Bairo.—  Music  introduced  from  In- 
dia to  Japan  during  the  reign  of  the  Em- 
peror SHIOMU,  1 1 60  years  ago,  with  dance 
representing  the  idea  of  submission  of 
enemies. 

All  the  performers  were  men  ;  the  music 
was  of  the  usual  indescribably  weird  type, 
but  the  dances  though  grave  and  solemn, 
were  picturesque  and  artistic  in  the  highest 
degree,  the  last  accompanied,  as  it  was, 
by  graceful  sword  sweepings  and  lance 
movements,  being  especially  striking.  The 
performance  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  and  on  its  conclusion  the  EMPEROR 
and  EMPRESS  at  once  rose  and  retired 
amidst  the  same  reverential  salutations 
as  those  with  which  they  had  been 
greeted  on  entering.  His  MAJESTY,  be- 
fore leaving,  conveyed  to  the  Doyen  of  the 
Corps  Diplomatique,  through  Mr.  SAN- 
NOMIYA,  the  expression  of  his  desire  that 
though  fatigue,  after  the  long  day,  compel- 
led himself  and  the  EMPRESS  to  withdraw, 
his  guests  should  remain.  Supper  was 
subsequently  served  in  the  Grand  Ban- 
queting Hall,  the  Court  Band  playing 
at  the  same  time,  and  it  was  not  until 
long  after  twelve  o'clock  that  the  guests 
commenced  to  take  their  departure.  Each 
guest  who  had  dined  in  the  palace,  re- 
ceived, we  should  add,  as  a  memento  of 
the  occasion,  a  silver  statuette  of  a  stork 
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and  tortoise,  and  the  remainder  silver 
bonbonnieres,  with  a  stork  and  tortoise 
engraved  on  the  lid. 

The  scene  in  the  Throne  Room,  during 
the  performance,  was  of  a  degree  of  bril- 
liance that  will  not  speedily  fade  from  the 
memories  of  those  who  were  privileged 
to  witness  it.    The  room,  though  lighted 
entirely  with  candles,  was  most  vividly 
illuminated,    the  light   being   no  doubt 
greatly    intensified    by    the   plate  glass 
shoji  by  which  the  room  is  enclosed  on 
three  sides.    Above  the  shoji,  and  on  the 
Whole  of  the  fourth  side,  the  lofty  walls 
were  hung  with  handsome  bright  crimson 
and  gold  curtains  in  festoons,  the  whole 
crowned  by  the  richly  decorated  ceiling 
in   amber  and  gold  and  other  soft  and 
harmonious   colours.    On    the   dais,  sat 
Their  Imperial  Majesties  in  whose 
honour  all  had  assembled,  His  MAJESTY  in 
a  general's  uniform,  and  the  EMPRESS  in 
an  exquisitely  made  robe  of  white  satin, 
sparkling  with  diamonds,  and  wearing  a 
large  diamond  coronet.    On  either  side 
were  THEIR  MAJESTIES'  near  relatives,  and 
opposite    the   dancers,    all    men   of  un- 
usual stature,    dressed    in   rich  ancient 
costumes  and  helmets,  going  through  their 
silent   performance    with    the  most  im 
pressive    solemnity,    on    the   two  sides 
of   the    room    were    gathered    all  that 
were  fairest,  noblest,  and  highest  in  the 
land.     The    diplomatic    officials  of  the 
United  States  wear,  as  is  well  known,  no 
distinctive  uniform.    They  and  some  of 
of  the  foreign  employes  of   the  Govern 
ment  were  in  ordinary  evening  dress,  but 
with  these  exceptions  every  one  present 
was  in  full  Court  uniform,  and  the  toilettes 
of  the  ladies  were,  in  every  instance,  well 
worthy  of  the  unique  beauty  of  the  gene 
ral  scene. 


DIVORCE  IN  JAPAN. 


FEW  topics  have  elicited  more  various 
opinions  from  foreign  critics  of  Japan 
than  divorce.  The  public  hasbeen  told  by 
some  that  a  man  in  Japan  can  divorce  his 
wife  wheneverhe  pleases,  and  by  others  that 
he  experiences  almost  as  much  difficulty 
in  divorcing  her  as  though  an  English 
Court  stood  in  the  way.  This  diversity  of 
view  is  doubtless  attributable  to  the  ab 
sence  of  any  authoritative  utterance  on 
the  subject.  There  is  no  written  law  of 
divorce  in  Japan.  The  nation  has  hitherto 
been  guided  in  the  matter  by  natural  law, 
the  operation  of  which  has  gradually  deve 
loped  certain  customs  that  take  the  place  of 
canons.  In  order  to  formulate  the  law  it 
becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  obtain  a 
clear  idea  of  the  customs,  and  naturally 
very  few  foreign  observers  are  in  a  position 
to  acquire  that  knowledge.  To  dismiss  the 
question  with  a  flippant  phrase  such  as 
that  "a  man  may  send  his  wife  away 
whenever  he  gets  tired  of  her,"  or  that 
"  married  women  are  mere  chattels,"  be- 
trays   carelessness   amounting    to  dis 


honesty.    Even  the  most  cursory  exami- 
nation  shows  that  Japanese  civilization 
has  always  been  far  too  refined  to  tolerate 
system  of  promiscuous  intercourse  be- 
tween the  sexes  such  as  is  implied  in  these 
trivial  dicta.    At  the  outset  we  are  con- 
fronted by  the  fact  that  for  many  cen- 
turies monogamy  has  been  strictly  practis- 
ed in  Japan.    Society,  until  modern  times, 
tolerated  concubinage,  and  men  availed 
themselves  pretty  freely'  of  the  license 
thus  afforded.     But  the  law  knew  only 
one  wife  and  extended  no  kind  of  recog- 
nition to  the  concubine.      Vis-a-vis  the 
law  the  concubine  was  a  mere  servant. 
Even  the  title  "concubine"  was  not  leg- 
ally acknowledged.    It  is  evident  that  the 
spirit  underlying  such    a   system  could 
never  have  been  reconcilable  with  a  hus- 
band's possession  of  autocratic  power  of 
divorce.     A  law  based  on  the  principle 
of  one  wife  for  one  man  is  fundamentally 
antagonistic  to  the  idea  of  a  husband's 
changing  his  wife  out  of  mere  caprice. 
Against  this,  however,  we  have  to  set  the 
statistical  fact  that  divorces  have  always 
been    exceptionally  common    in  Japan. 
Does  it  follow,  then,  that   practice  and 
principle  are   at  variance?     Not  more 
so,  we  imagine,  than  is  always  the  case 
where    human  relations   are  concerned. 
Side  by  side  with  the  morally  recognised 
custom  of  divorce  there  have  existed  the 
two  facts,  first,  that  in  the  event  of  mutual 
consent,  separation  of  husband  from  wife 
is  always  permitted  ;  and  secondly,  that 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  a  woman  is 
supposed  to  subserve  her  will  to  that  of 
the  man.    The  former  custom  seems  to 
have  been   based  upon  the  theory  that 
since  marriage  is  originally  a  contract  con- 
cluded by  mutual  agreement,  its  termina- 
tion at  any  moment  by  the  same  process 
ought  to  be  permissible.    If  two  people, 
having   agreed    to    live    together,  find 
the    experiment    a  practical  failure  en- 
tailing only  unhappiness  for  each,  Japan- 
ese  ethics   and  Japanese  jurisprudence 
alike   acquit    them    of    any  obligation 
to  perpetuate  the  irksome  relation.  We 
are    simply    stating   facts    as    they  are 
without  discussing  their  morality.  There 
are  no  substantial  grounds  for  conclud- 
ing that  married  life  in  Japan  is  more 
unhappy  than  married  life  anywhere  else. 
Probably,  if  the  truth*  were  known,  many 
a  couple  who  in  the  West  preserve  the 
marital  tie  free  from  any  apparently  serious 
strain  would  nevertheless  snap  it  complete- 
ly did  the  law  permit.    In  Japan  the  law 
does  permit,  and  as  a  natural  consequence 
divorces  by  mutual  consent  are  numerous. 
But  even  when  we  speak  of  mutual  con- 
sent, the  case  is  not  fully  stated.  The 
principals  are  by  no  means  the  only  per- 
sons concerned  at  the  outset  or  end  of  a 
marriage  compact.    A  direct  proposal  of 
marriage  from  man  to  woman  is  altogether 
exceptional.    Agents  called  nakodo,  or  go 
betweens,  are  almost  invariably  employed 


upon  them  devolves  an  equally  consider- 
able duty  in  the  event  of  divorce.  These 
agents  represent  the  relatives  on  either 
side,  and  it  thus  results  that  the  question 
of  divorce  depends  not  merely  upon  the 
agreement  of  the  principals,  but  is  also  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  a  family 
council.    Even   though  the  woman  con- 
sent, her  relatives  may  object,  in  which 
case  the  husband  has  to  purchase  his  free- 
dom at  no  little  outlay  of  trouble  and  pos- 
sibly money,  while  if  both  the  woman  and 
her  relatives  object,  the  husband  has  to 
abandon  the  idea  of  divorce  altogether,  or 
to  carry  the  matter  into  the  Courts  of  Laws. 
The  same  rule  applies  when  the  desire  for 
divorce  emanates  from  the  wife's  side. 
In  short,  mutual  consent  on  the  part,  not 
only  of  principals,  but  also  of  accessories 
alone  renders  divorce  easy  in  Japan.  It 
may  of  course  happen  that  either  husband 
or  wife  declines  to  be  bound  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  family  council  and  insists  upon 
the  necessity  of  separation.    In  that  case 
an  appeal  to  the  Law  Courts  is  the  sole 
recourse.     Such    appeals    are    not  in- 
frequent.   Lying  before  us  as  we  write 
are  some  of  the  records  of  the  Tokyo  Ap- 
peal Court.    We  quote  from  them  a  few 
illustrative  cases  : — 

In  October,  1886,  a  merchant  carrying 
on  business  in  Kakigara-cho  married  with 
all  the  recognized  formalities  and  became 
the  father  of  two  children.  Three  years 
later  he  fell  into  dissolute  habits,  redeem- 
ed a  woman  from  a  life  of  shame,  brought 
her  to  live  as  his  mistress  in  his  house  in 
Kakigara-cho  and  sent  his  wife  to  a  sepa- 
rate residence  in  Hama-cho.  He  ap- 
pears also  to  have  treated  his  wife  with 
cruelty,  though  the  particulars  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  records  of  the  Court. 
Negotiations  for  a  divorce  were  opened  by 
the  wife's  family,  but  though  the  husband 
seemed  disposed  at  first  to  consent,  he  sub- 
sequently changed  his  mind,  and  not  only 
sought  a  reconciliation,  but  brought  con- 
siderable pressure  to  bear  on  the  woman's 
parents  in  order  to  bend  them  to  his  will. 
The  wife,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  his  conduct,  as 
well  she  might.  She  applied  to  the  District 
Court  for  a  divorce  and  her  petition  being 
granted,  the  husband  carried  the  case  to 
the  Appeal  Court.  He  denied  the  charges 
of  immorality  and  cruelty  preferred  against 
him  ;  alleged  that  he  had  moved  his  wife 
to  Hama-cho  merely  because  his  house  of 
business  had  ceased  to  be  suitable  for  a 
private  residence,  and  avowed  that  he 
never  had  any  desire  to  separate  from  his 
wife.  The  Court,  however,  upheld  the 
finding  of  the  inferior  tribunal,  and  the 
woman  obtained  her  divorce. 

The  second  case  which  we  shall  quote 
is  also  an  application  made  from  the 
woman's  side.  The  parties  were  in  the 
lower  middle  class  and  the  marriage  was 
arranged  as  usual  by  the  intervention  of 
middlemen.     The  woman's  parents,  rely- 


to  arrange  the  nuptial  preliminaries  and  ing  on  representations  which  they  after- 
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wards  alleged  lo  have  been  false,  con- 
sented to  give  their  daughter  in  marriage 
believing  her  future  husband  to  be  a 
man  of  respectable  antecedents  and  good 
morals.  After  marriage,  however,  it  was 
discovered  that  his  father  had  been  con- 
victed and  condemned  to  penal  servitude 
for  gambling,  and  further,  that  the  man 
himself  was  a  drunkard.  The  woman  lost 
no  time  in  applying  for  a  divorce,  first  to 
the  District  Court,  and  then  to  the  Appeal 
Court,  but  by  both  her  petition  was  re- 
jected, the  Courts  holding  that  a  criminal 
offence  on  the  part  of  a  father-in-law  should 
not  be  suffered  to  come  between  man  and 
wife,  and  that  a  husband's  drunkenness 
alone  does  not  constitute  a  sufficient  reason 
for  his  wife's  refusal  to  live  with  him. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  a  woman  who 
applied  to  the  Courts  last  year  for  a  divorce 
on  the  grounds  that  her  husband  had  struck 
her  three  times  with  a  tobacco-pipe  during 
the  preceding  three  months  and  had  kick- 
ed her  once ;  also  that  he  had  carried 
away  thirty-four  articles  of  clothing  be- 
longing to  her,  and  had  pawned  them. 
This  application  was  rejected  by  the  Local 
Court  and  the  Appeal  Court,  the  allega- 
tions as  to  personal  violence  not  having 
been  sufficiently  proved,  and  the  appro- 
priation of  a  wife's  property  by  her  hus- 
band not  being  considered  a  culpable  act. 

Another  case  on  the  record  is  that  of  a 
husband  who,  having  shown  unmistakable 
signs  of  insanity  and  gone  to  Hakone  in 
company  with  an  abandoned  woman,  was 
placed  by  his  wife  and  her  family  in  the 
lunatic  asylum  at  Hon  go.  Recovering  after 
some  time,  he  came  out  of  the  hospital 
and  then  applied  for  a  divorce,  claiming, 
first,  that  his  wife  had  been  guilty  of 
adultery,  and  secondly,  that  he  had  never 
been  really  insane,  but  had  been  placed 
under  restraint  from  interested  motives. 
The  woman  disputed  his  application, 
pleading  that,  were  they  separated,  her 
husband  would  inevitably  ruin  himself; 
declaring  that  he  had  been  unquestionably 
non  compos  mentis,  and  denying  the  oc- 
cusation  of  adultery.  The  Courts,  Local 
and  Appeal,  gave  judgment  in  favour  of 
the  wife  (January  14th,  1886),  and  rejected 
the  petition  for  divorce. 

One  more  case  is  worth  citing.  It  was 
heard  originally  in  the  Mayebashi  Local 
Court.  A  couple  were  married  in  1883 
and  lived  together  until  1885,  when  the 
wife,  against  her  husband's  will,  went  to 
her  parents'  house  for  her  confinement. 
She  suffered  so  much  as  to  become  tempo- 
rarily, if  not  permanently,  incapacitated 
for  child-bearing,  and  her  husband  ap- 
plied for  a  divorce,  on  the  ground  that 
she  had  deserted  him  and  had  become 
incapable  of  bearing  him  an  heir.  The 
Courts  rejected  the  petition,  the  Judges  in 
the  Mayebashi  tribunal  as  well  as  the 
Tokyo  Appeal  Court  ruling  that  there  had 
not  been  any  desertion,  and  that  a  physi- 
cal deformity  occuring  after  marriage  and 


in  consequence  of  it  could  not  constitute 
a  ground  of  separation. 

We  have  quoted  these  cases  at  some 
length  for  the  purpose  of  clearly  establish- 
ing the  proposition  that  a  Japanese  hus- 
band is  not  at  liberty  lo  divorce  his  wife 
without  her  consent,  any  more  than  she  is 
free  lo  claim  divorce  contrary  to  his  will. 
In  the  absence  of  mutual  agreement  re- 
course to  a  judicial  process  is  unavoidable, 
and  the  Courts  do  not  grant  divorces  un- 
less the  judges  are  satisfied  that  due  and 
sufficient  cause  exists.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  the  undoubted  fact  that 
women  in  Japan  have  always  been  taught 
to  subserve  their  volition  to  that  of  the 
strong  sex.  It  may  therefore  be  fairly 
assumed  that,  in  numerous  instances,  when 
a  husband  desires  to  separate  from  his 
wife,  she  does  not  set  up  her  own  wishes 
in  opposition  to  his.  But  it  may  also  be 
assumed  that  the  stage  where  a  husband 
desires  separation  is  not  reached  without 
such  a  straining  of  the  conjugal  bond  that 
no  very  strong  anxiety  to  remain  with  him 
survives  in  the  wife's  bosom.  These  con- 
jectures, however,  lead  us  into  another 
field  of  inquiry.  Divorces  in  the  West  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  but  the  wealthy. 
The  class  of  persons  whose  opulent  circum- 
stances and  luxurious  lives  ought  to  exclude 
a  large  quota  of  ordinary  trials  and  con- 
sequent causes  of  ill-temper  and  quarrel, 
are  precisely  the  persons  who  can  procure 
divorces  since  their  means  enable  them  to 
support  the  enormous  cost  of  the  process  ; 
whereas  the  class  of  persons  who  have  to 
struggle  with  all  the  incidents  that  try 
human  patience  and  endurance,  and  who 
are  far  more  dependent  than  the  rich  upon 
the  solace  of  domestic  peace,  these  are 
precisely  the  persons  to  whom  divorce  is 
denied,  and  who  are  condemned  to  drink 
to  the  bitter  dregs  whatever  cup  of  con- 
jugal incompatibility  and  dissension  ac- 
cident or  judgment  momentarily  blinded 
by  passion  may  have  prepared  for  them. 
In  Japan,  whatever  may  be  said  as  lo 
excessive  facilities  of  divorce,  it  is  certain 
that  those  facilities  lie  chiefly  within  reach 
of  the  lower  orders  since  among  them 
fewest  reasons  exist  for  the  interference, 
of  the  family  council.  But  whether  the 
rich  or  the  poor  be  in  question,  divorce  is 
not  possible  at  the  option  of  one  side  only 
without  a  judicial  process  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  reasons  such  as  will  satisfy  a 
Law  Court. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed  a  point  to 
which  very  erroneous  prominence  has  been 
given  in  connection  with  ihe  bearing  of 
this  subject  upon  Japanese  Jurisdiction. 
Some  years  ago  the  then  President  of  the. 
Yokohama  Chamber  of  Commerce,  cata- 
loguing the  disadvantages  incidental  to 
placing  foreigners  under  Japanese  Juris- 
diction, said  that  wives  would  become 
mere  chattels,  liable  to  be  sent  to  the  right 
about  at  their  husbands'  option,  and  his 
mistake  was  recently  repeated,  in  almost 
identical  terms  and  with  much  insistence, 


by  a  local  English  journal.  It  is  strange 
thai  neither  the  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  nor  Ihe  editor  of  the  news- 
paper took  any  pains  lo  inform  himself  of 
the  truth  before  making  such  a  declara- 
tion in  public.  Prom  the  judicial  records 
quoted  above  it  will  be  seen  thai  no  wife 
can  be  divorced  against  her  will,  except 
by  judgment  of  a  Court  of  Law.  Japanese 
women  may  sometimes  be  too  docile  to 
push  resistance  to  the  extent  of  a  judicial 
appeal,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  their  West- 
ern sisters  would  show  any  such  compunc- 
tion, and  if  they  did,  the  injustice  of  an 
arbitrary  divorce  would  be  referable  not  to 
the  defects  of  the  law,  but  to  their  own 
complaisance.  Thus,  even  as  things  now 
stand,  it  is  quite  erroneous  to  allege  that, 
under JapaneseJurisdiction,  foreign  women 
would  become  mere  chattels,  to  be  divor- 
ced at  will  by  their  husbands.  There  is, 
however,  another  consideration  that  should 
have  occurred  both  to  the  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  news- 
paper editor.  It  is  that  there  never  has 
been  any  question  of  placing  foreigners 
under  Japanese  Jurisdiction  prior  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  new  Civil  Code, 
and  that  the  new  Civil  Code  contains 
very  explicit  provisions  on  the  subject 
of  marriage  and  divorce.  On  account  of 
the  interest  of  the  matter,  we  quote  the 
provisions  relating  to  divorce  : — 
SECTION  I. 

DIVORCE   BY    MUTUAL  CONSENT. 

Tlie  husband  and  wife  can  effect  the  divoice  by 
their  mulual  consent,  in  confomiily  with  the  condi- 
tions and  formalities  hereinafter  pioyided  for. 
79-. 

The  husband  and  wife  intending  lo  effect  the 
divoice  must,  in  accoidance  with  the  rules  laid 
down  in  respect  to  the  pei  mission  for  maiiiage  in 
Section  I  of  Chapter  IV.,  receive  the  pei  mission 
of  their  respective  falhei ,  mother,  grandfather, 
grandmother,  or  guardian. 

80. 

The  husband  and  wife  shall  declare  the  divoice 
to  the  civil  status  official  by  handing  over  ihe 
writing  of  the  divorce  by  mutual  consent  accom- 
panied by  the  following  : — 

i.  The  document  of  maiiiage; 
ii.  The  permission  for  divoice  in  writing  of 
those  who  aie  to  give  such  pei  mission,  or 
the  document  of  death  if  they  aie  dead, 
or  if  l hey  cannot  expiess  their  intent,  then 
the  wiiting  proving  the  teason  theiefor. 

SECTION  II. 

DIVORCE  FOR  DETERMINED  CAUSES. 
SUB-SECTION   I.  —  CAUSES    OF    DIVORCE    AND  FOR 
NOT  ENTERTAINING  DEMAND  FOR  DIVORCE. 
8l. 

The  divoice  cannot  be  demanded  unless  it  be 
for  the  following  causes  :  — 

i.  Adultery  ;  the  husband's  adultery  is,  how- 
ever, limited  to  the  case  where  he  has 
been  punished  theiefoi  ; 

ii.  Out  1  ayes,  threats  and  gi ave  insults  which 
rendei  co  habitation  insuppoi  table  ; 

Hi.  Punishment  foi  ciimes; 

iv.  Punishment  of  major  imprisonment  for 
one  year  or  more  for  the  offence  of  theft, 
swindling,  or  indecency; 

v.  Malicious  desertion  ; 

iv.  Declaration  of  absence  ; 

vii.  Outrages,  threats  and  grave  insults  made 
by  the  wife  or  niufu  to  wards  the  as- 
cendants in  tli e  house  or  by  the  ascendants 
towards  the  wife  or  niufu. 
82. 

Where  there  exists  a  cause  for  divoice  against 
one  of  the  parties  who  demands  the  divoi  ce,  ihe 
other  can  also  demand  it  by  waj'  of  a  doss-action. 

Nevei  theless,  one  of  the  pailies  who  has  been 
punished  for  the  crimes  or  delicts  in  the  preceding 
At  tides  iii.  and  iv.  mentioned,  cannot  demand  the 
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divorce  for  t lie  cause  of  llie  punishment  of  ilie 
other. 

SUB  SECTION  3.  ACTION  FOR  DIVORCE. 
87. 

The  1  iglit  of  action  demanding  a  divorce  belongs 
only  to  the  hu-band  and  wife. 

88. 

The  cause  of  divorce  shall  be  proved  by  llie 
ordina.y  means  of  proof.  Il  cantiol,  however,  be 
proved  only  by  admission.  The  provisions  for 
lefusal  .elating  to  the  .elatives  by  consanguinity 
or  affinity  or  to  seivanls  aie  not  applied  with  the 
exception  of  the  descendants. 

These  provisions  may  evoke  hostile  criti- 
cism according  to  the  social  creed  of  the 
critic,  but  it  will  scarcely  be  claimed  that 
they  .constitute  a  system  which  can  be 
justly  quoted  as  a  bar  to  placing  foreigners 
under  Japanese  Jurisdiction- 


RECENT  LEGISLATION  IN  THE 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


NEARLY  ten  years  ago  a  spirited  car- 
toon appeared  in  Punch  represent 
ing  the  House  of  Lords  as  a  flock  of  sheep 
blindly  following  two  venerable  old  rams, 
who  led  them,  in  the   persons  of  Lords 
Salisbury  and  Cairns,  to  destruction 
over  the  edge  of  a  high  precipice.  The 
occasion  was  the  hesitation  shown  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  passing  the  extension 
of  the   Franchise   Bill  promulgated  and 
passed  through  the  Commons  by  the  then 
existing  Government  of  Mr.  GLADSTONE. 
Popular  will  was,  however,  too  strongly 
manifested  to  admit  of  this  hesitation  being 
of  very  long  continuance.    The  Bill  in  due 
course  became  law,  and  a  threatened  con- 
flict between  the  Peers  and  the  people 
was,  in  consequence,  averted.    But  history 
repeats  itself,  and  it  seems  as  though  the 
time    had    come  when  Punch's  cartoon 
might  well  be  republished  with  far  more 
reason    than    existed    on    the  occasion 
of  its  first  appearance.     All  our  latest 
telegrams  show  that  the  House  of  Loj^ds 
is  continuing  its  policy  of  either  rejecting 
in  toto  the  measures  carried  through  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment or  only  passing  them  after  they 
have  been  subjected  to  amendments  suf- 
ficiently drastic  to  alter  their  entire  charac- 
ter.   The  unbroken  continuance  of  this 
policy  is   evidently   rousing   the  strong 
indignation   of  the    Glandstonian  party, 
who  see  the  results  of  their  labour  reduced 
to  nullity   by  an   irresponsible  tribunal 
lacking  in  representative  authority.  An 
agitation    against  the    Lords  is  already 
being  organized  by  them  throughout  the 
country.  The  crisis  is  also  viewed  with  no 
small  anxiety  by  a  not  insignificant  section 
of  the  so-called  Unionist  party,  who  regard 
with  just  apprehension  the  possible  loss  of 
moral  weight  given  to  their  cause  by  the 
Lords'  rejection  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  if 
the  conviction  should  gain  strength  in  the 
electorate  that  the  reasons  of  that  rejec- 
tion lay  almost  as  much  in  a  desire  to 
thwart  any  legislation  emanating  from  a 
Liberal  or  Radical  Government,  as  in  an 
honest  belief  that  the  proposed  scheme 
of   Irish  Home   Rule  would   be  fraught 


with  disaster  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Empire.     With   their    action   in  reject- 
ing the  Home  Rule  Bill  the  Lords  had, 
even  among  the  most  ardent  advocates  of 
that  measure,   many  sympathisers,  who' 
were  ready  and  willing  to  give  them  every 
credit  for  their  motives.    It  was  true  that 
the  general  principle  of  Home  Rule  had 
been  discuss  incessantly  throughout  the 
country  for  over  six  years ;  that  it  was 
made  the  foremost  plank  of  the  Glad- 
stonian  party  at  the  General  Election  of 
1892,  and  that  every  single  member  of 
that  party,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of 
Mr.  KlER  HARDIE,  was  returned  to  the 
House  of  Commons  pledged  up  to  the  very 
hilt  to  make    it  the   first  object  of  his 
labours.    It  was  also  true  that  the  Glad- 
stonian    party,    having   at   the  General 
Election  obtained  a  substantial  majority, 
popular  will — though  not  English  will — 
might   fairly    be  assumed  to   have  con- 
stitutionally   given    its   sanction    to  the 
principle  of    Home    Rule.     But   it  was 
also  true  that  none  of  the  details  of  Mr. 
GLADSTONE'S    Bill   had    yet   been  sub- 
mitted to  the   people,  and  though  these 
details  had  been    elaborately  and  pain- 
fully discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons 
throughout  debates  of  a  length  absolute- 
ly unprecedented  in    Parliamentary  his- 
tory, the  Lords  were  still  strictly  acting 
not  only  within  their  acknowledged  con- 
stitutional rights,  but  according  to  numer- 
ous precedents  in  doing  what  in  them  lay 
to  obtain   for  the  people  the  fullest  op- 
portunity of  declaring  the  manner  in  which 
a  great  constitutional  reform  was  to  be 
carried  out.    The  extreme  Radical  wing 
of  the  Gladstonian  party,  in  which  for  the 
moment  we  do  not  include  the  Irish  mem- 
bers, were  naturally  loud  in  their  expres- 
sions of  indignation.    They  had  consented 
to  the  entire  postponement  of  reforms  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  on  which 
their  hearts  were  fixed,  in  order  that  justice, 
as  they  imagined,  might  in  the  first  instance 
be  done  to  Ireland  :  for  that  latter  end  they 
had  worked  late  and  early  ;  had  for  years 
stood  in  the  cold  shades  of  Opposition,  and 
when  with  the  General  Election  brighter 
days  dawned  for  them,  they  had  given  an 
"unswerving  support  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment.   Was  all  their  labour  to  be  hastily 
and  wantonly  nullified  by  a  body  of  men 
who  had  no  more  claim  to  speak  for  the 
nation  than  five  hundred  members  of  the 
Carlton  Club  ;  by  a  Chamber  constituted 
before  even  the  idea  of  a  freely  elected 
representative  body  had  entered  into  the 
minds  of  the  most  daring  speculators,  a 
a  Chamber  which,    except    as  regards 
"finance,  had  remained  unchanged  and  un- 
curtailed  from  the  days  of  Simon  DE  MONT- 
FORT  down  "  ?    But  these  cries  excited 
little  sympathy  in  the  country  in  general, 
and  received  no  expression  of  approval 
from  the  more  moderate  members  of  their 
own  party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  still 
less  from  the  responsible  members  of  the 
Government,  while  the  great  majority  of 


the  Irish  members  appeared  to  be,  for  the 
time,  perfectly  contented  with  the  sanction 
that  had  been  given  by  the  elected  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  to  the  principle  of 
House  Rule,  and  ready  to  wait  patiently 
until  the  arrival  of  the  day  when  its  en- 
forcement could  be  constitutionally  com- 
pleted. 

Very  different,  however,  seems  to  be 
the  general  view  taken  of  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Lords  since  the  temporary 
closing  of  the    Home   Rule  chapter  in 
current    Parliamentary    history.  Three 
measures,    each    and    all    of  paramount 
importance,  have  since  then  been  passed 
through  the    House    of  Commons.  The 
London  Improvements  Bill,  the  Employers' 
Liability  Bill,  and  the  Parish  Councils  Bill. 
Each    contained  provisions  that,   in  the 
famous  Newcastle  programme,  promulgat- 
ed   prior  to  the  last  General  Election, 
had  been  made  planks  of  primary  im- 
portance  in    Radical    policy,    and  each 
must  therefore  be  assumed  to  have  receiv- 
ed the  endorsement  of  the  majority  of  the 
electorate.     Each  of  them  was  sent  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  but  each  in  its  turn 
was  shorn  in  that  assembly  of  some  of  its 
most  cardinal  features,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons  so  emasculated  as  no  longer  to 
embody  the  reforms  primarily  contemplat- 
ed.   The  London  Improvements  Bill  was 
passed  and  repassed  in  the  present  House 
of  Commons  by  a  majority  of  no  less  than 
133,  and  as  the  ordinary  Government  work- 
ing majority  only  very  slightly  exceeds  40, 
fully  forty-five  Opposition  members  must 
have  voted  for  it.    Its  principal  clause  was 
known  as  the  Betterment  Clause,  pro- 
viding that  owners  of  landed  property,  the 
value  of  which  is  increased  by  public  im- 
provements, should  contribute  specially 
to  the  cost  of  those  improvement.  In- 
stances are  known  and  have  been  quot- 
ed in  which  land  in  London  has  increased 
in  value  by  fully  two  thousand  per  cent., 
solely  in  consequence  of  street  improve- 
ments effected  out  of  public  funds  levied 
equally  over  the  whole  county  and  city  of 
London.   No  additional  charge  has,  or  can, 
yet  be  imposed  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
provements on  these  lands  :  the  owners 
contribute  pro  rata  not  a  cent  more  to 
the  metropolitan  revenue  than  the  ordi- 
nary ratepayer  does.    The  reasonableness 
of  such  a  charge  is  beyond  argument. 
Even  in  the  House  of  Lords  it  was  grudg- 
ingly admitted,  but  the  Bill  to  authorise  it 
was  at  the  same  time  rejected  on  the 
alleged  ground  of  faultiness  in  the  pro- 
posed method  of  imposition,  and  a  new 
lease  was  thereby  given  for  an  indefinite 
period  to  the  immunity  at  present  enjoyed 
by  the  great  London  landholders,  the  great- 
est among  whom  are,  unfortunately,  distin- 
guished members  of  the  House  of  Peers. 
The  Employers'  Liability  Bill, dealingwitha 
much  vexed  question  which,  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  classes,  has  long  called  for 
legislation,  passed  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a  much  less,  though  still  by  a  strong, 
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majority.  Its  main  object  was  to  abolish 
what  is  known  as  the  doctrine  of  common 
employment,  and  thereby  to  ensure  thai  .ill 
persons  shall  be  held  civilly  responsible  for 
injuries  the  latter's  employes,  without  any 
act  or  default  on  the  hitter's  part,  incurred 
in  the  course  of  their  employment.  This 
Bill  was  the  reopening  of  an  old  chapter 
in  legislation,  for  previous  Acts  on  the 
subject  had  been  to  a  large  extent  render- 
ed nugatory  by  option  left,  both  to  em- 
ployers and  workmen  to  contract  them- 
selves out  of  their  provisions,  option  that 
had  been  very  extensively  availed  of  by 
certain  large  employers  of  labour,  who 
made  assent  to  it  one  of  the  first  condi- 
tions of  service.  The  present  Bill  declared 
all  prospective  agreements  to  that  end 
invalid,  although,  at  the  same  time,  it 
protected  the  interests  of  the  employer 
by  providing  that  whereas,  in  certain 
great  companies,  mutual  insurance  funds 
existed,  the  employer  should  have  the 
right  to  draw  from  those  funds  any  sum 
to  which  the  injured  workman  would 
be  entitled.  It  also  provided  more  simple 
means  of  obtaining  legal  redress,  and 
included  in  its  scope  certain  classes  of 
workmen,  such  as  seamen,  to  whom  the 
previous  acts  had  not  been  applicable. 
The  contracting-out  clause  in  the  Bill  was 
amended  in  such  a  way  in  the  House  of 
Lords  as  practically  to  destroy  the  whole 
effect  intended  to  be  given  to  it  by  the 
Commons.  This  decision  was  rigidly  ad- 
hered to  on  the  Bill  being  sent  up  a  second 
time  from  the  Commons,  with  the  result  that 
it  is  now  believed  that  the  Government, 
despairing  of  reconciling  the  Lords,  has 
determined  to  drop  the  Bill.  British 
workmen  will  therefore  continue  to  be 
without  that  absolute  security  of  com- 
pensation for  injury  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  proposed  to  give  them,  and 
several  classes  of  them  will  continue  as 
heretofore  entirely  debarred  from  such 
security.  Commenting  on  this  action  of 
the  Lords  the  New  York  World  says  : — 

"  Whom  the  gods  wish  to  destroy  they  first  malce 
mad."  The  quotation  was  trite  2,000  years  ago 
but  it  comes  adesh  to  the  mind  in  view  of  the  ex 
Iraordiunry  performance  of  the  English  House  of 
Lords.  By  their  contemptuous  lieatment  of  the 
Employers'  Liability  Bill  the  Lords  offensively 
twiddle  their  fingers  at  what  is  undoubtedly  the 
prevailing  public  sentiment  in  England.  They 
invite  Mr.  Gladstone  to  a  new  issue,  which  is 
nothing  less  than  the  proposal  to  "  mend  or  end  " 
their  order.  And  as  ending  in  such  a  case  is 
much  simpler  and  easier  than  mending,  they  are 
ill  fact  inviting  doom.  The  tradition  of  hereditary 
class  privilege  is  so  utteily  at  variance  with 
modern  thought  that  those  who  profit  by  it  are 
under  bonds  of  self-preservation  to  keep  the 
matter  out  of  issue  as  much  and  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. The  conduct  of  the  Lords  in  forcing  the 
issue  at  a  time  when  British  patience  with  their 
obstructive  existence  is  already  strained,  is  per- 
verseness  that  borders  close  upon  fatuity. 

These  words  seem  to  be  a  reflection 
of  opinion  in  England,  where  the  rejection 
of  this  Bill  is  looked  upon  as  another 
sign  of  the  antagonism  alleged  to  exist 
between  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
British  people. 
Last,  but  very 


far  from  least,  in  our 


Bill,  introduced  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by   Mr.  EOWLKU   so   far   back  as 
March  last.      This   Bill  was  avowedly  a 
strongly  democratic  measure,  designed  as 
it  was  to  transfer  to  the  villages  the  power 
which  in  the  small  community  had  been 
so  long  wielded  without  question  solely 
by  the  Squire  and  the  Parson.     It  pro- 
vided   for    the    establishment,   in  every 
Parish  throughout  the  Kingdom  contain- 
ing a  population  of  over  300,  of  a  minia- 
ture Town  Council,  to  be  elected  by  all 
the  men  and  women  in  the  Parish  on  the 
register  either  of  the   Parliamentary  or 
County  Council  Electorate,  and  it  also 
stipulated  for  the    radical   principles  of 
one   man  one  vote,  the  ballot,   no  dis- 
tinction   of   sex    either    for   elected  or 
electors,    and    the    entire    exclusion  of 
ex-officio   members.     Strong  opposition 
might  naturally  have  been  expected  to 
such  proposals  on  the  part  of  all  Tories 
of  the  old,  rigidly  unbending  type,  but 
whatever  may  have  been  the  inner  senti- 
ments of  this  class,   no  expression  was 
given  to  them  and  the  Bill  was  from  the 
first  received  by  the  country  with  a  cry 
of    cordial    approval.     To    the  debates 
on    it    in    the   House  of  Commons  we 
have  already  referred  in  these  columns. 
While  always  professing  to  regard  the 
general    principle  of  the  Bill  with  un- 
qualified  approval,  and  while  admitting 
that  the  spirit  of  the  age  required  and 
the  time  had  come  for  such  a  measure, 
a  considerable  section  of  the  Opposition 
exhausted  every  possible  method  of  Parlia- 
mentary obstruction  to  thwart  its  passage 
through    the    House.     At   the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  of  Commons  for  the 
Christmas  recess,  six  weeks  had  already 
been  thus  spent,  and  yet  only  19  out  of 
the  71  clauses  of  which  the  Bill  consisted, 
had  then  been  passed,  and  its  future  look- 
ed very  black  indeed.    But  a  change  soon 
came  over  the  spirit  of  the  dream.  The 
Opposition  leaders,  not  desirous  that  their 
party  should  continue  to  pose  as  the  irre- 
concilable foes  of  all  popular  measures, 
came  to  a  compromise  with  the  Govern- 
ment, the  more  fractious  members  were 
brought  under  discipline,  and  all  the  re- 
maining  clauses    having    been  quickly 
passed  through  Committee,  the  Bill  was 
read    for    the    third    time    and  finally 
passed  through  the  Commons  on,  we  think, 
the  20th  of  January.    A  second  adjourn 
ment  for  three  weeks  then  took  place, 
during  which  it  was  hoped  that  the  Bill 
would,  in  view  of  its  going  to  the  Lords 
with  the  approval  of  the  whole  Conserva- 
tive party,  be  also  passed  by  them  with 
out  prolonged  discussion  or  vital  alteration 
and  then  become  part  and  parcel  of  the 
Law  of  the  Land.    Recent  telegrams  have 
shown  us  how  fallacious  these  hopes  were 
The  Bill,  it  it  true,  has  been  read  a  third 
time  in  the  Lords,  but  amended  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  necessitate  its  reconsider 
ation  by  the  Commons,  and  the  amend 


to  reject.     All  the   labour  given   to  it 
is  therefore  wasted,  once  more  the  Lords 
ligure  in   the   public  eye  as  opponents 
of    the   popular    will,    and    once  more 
substantial  reason   is  given  for  making 
the  mending  or  ending  of  their  Chamber 
a  telling  battle-cry  at  the  next  General 
Election.     That  it  will  be  readily  and 
eagerly  grasped  at  by  the  extreme  section 
of  the  Radical  party  and  countenaced  by 
the  whole  Liberal  Party,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.      When   speaking   at  Newcastle, 
nearly  three  years  ago,  Mr.  GLADSTONE 
said  : — "  The  Lords,  by  opposing  the  popu- 
lar will,  would  raise  up  a  question  which 
would  take  precedence  of  every  other  ques- 
tion, because  upon  that  alone  would  depend 
whether  this  country  is  or  is  not  a  self- 
governing  country,   or  whether,   on  the 
contrary,  there  is  a  power,  not  upon  the 
Throne  or  behind   the  Throne,  but  be- 
tween the  Throne  and  the  people,  that 
will  stop  altogether  the  action  of  a  con- 
stitutional   machine."      These  powerful 
words  veiled  no  vain   or  empty  threat. 
The  issue  referred  to  in  them  has  now 
been  raised,  not  alone  in  the  instance  of 
Home  Rule,  in  which  it  was  anticipated 
when  the  words  were  spoken,  but  in  other 
democratic    measures    designed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  the  whole  United 
Kingdom,  and  it  will  not  be  lightly  drop- 
ped.    A  conflict  will  thus  be  provoked 
that  may  only  terminate  in  a  change  in 
the  Constitution,  the  magnitude  of  which 
may  far  surpass  that  of  Home  Rule,  and 
which  must,  whatever  its  end,  be  viewed 
by  every  one  to  whom  our  present  Con- 
stitution is  all  that  it  should  be,  with  feel- 
ings not  only  of  anxiety  but  of  undisguised 
dismay.  

FOREIGN  LITERATURE  IN  JAPAN- 
ESE GARB. 


list  of  measures  comes  the  Parish  Councils  ments  the  Government  has  determined 


THE  Japanese  are  not  slow  to  confess 
that  in  all  appertaining  to  light  or 
amusing  literature,  their  countrymen,  with 
perhaps  the  sole  exception  of  BAKIN,  have 
not  hitherto  produced  anything  worthy  of 
comparison  with  the  works  of  Occidental 
writers.  And  so,  simultaneously  with  a 
better  general  knowledge  of  Western 
tongues,  foreign  works  of  fiction  have  be- 
come very  popular,  and  some  of  the  best 
writers  of  the  day  have  put  forth  all  their 
skill  in  adapting  European  novels  to  the 
taste  of  the  Japanese  reading  public — a 
necessarily  restricted  class  which  has  only 
of  recent  years  become  numerous.  Ten 
or  twelve  years  ago,  English  novelists 
were  the  first  favourites  ;  now  translations 
of  Russian  and  German  books  have  be- 
come more  frequent  and  meet  with  a 
larger  sale.  This  is  in  no  small  measure 
due  to  the  progress  made  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  the  English  tongue,  which  is  now  a 
necessary  adjunct  of  education  and  is  well 
taught  from  the  lowest  form  of  the  Ordi- 
nary Middle  School  up  to  the  Elective 
Course  of  the  Imperial  University.  Where, 
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a  dozen  years  ago,  there  were  one  or  two 
who  could  appreciate  the  humour  or  senti- 
ment of  an  English  novel,  there  are  hun- 
dreds now  who  can  study  tlie  original 
without  often  having  to  open  a  dictionary. 
Translations  are  thus  more  liable  to  criti- 
cal and  acute  criticism  ;  they  must  be  very 
good  indeed  if  they  are  to  make  a  bid  for 
popular  favour.  Moreover,  until  quite 
recently  the  translations  of  English  works 
of  fiction  were,  for  the  most  part,  mere 
gomakashi  or  catchpennies, — hastily  and 
carelessly  put  together,  as  well  as  wonder- 
fully and  fearfully  translated.  We  call  to 
mind  a  former  version  of  the  "  Merchant 
of  Venice"  (a  play  known  in  Japan  as 
Nin-niku  saiban,  or  the  human-Hesh  trial 
at  law),  that  was  calculated  to  make  the 
Bard  of  Avon  turn  in  his  grave.  The 
illustrations  were  in  keeping  with  the 
text.  Shylock  was  a  palpable  Aino, 
tricked  out  in  a  cross  between  the  Japan- 
ese h'ifu  and  a  Jewish  gaberdine  ;  Portia, 
a  smirking  geisha  ;  Antonio,  a  middle- 
aged  merchant  of  the  Nihombashi  type;' 
Jessica,  a  Miyanoshita  tea-house  girl  to 
the  life. 

All  this  has  changed  for  the  better.  Prof. 
TSUBOUCHI'S  excellent  version  of  "Julius 
Caesar"  leaves  little  to  be  desired, 
although,  strange  to  say,  it  has  not  proved 
popular.  The  same  writer  is  now  trans- 
lating "Macbeth,"  in  the  Waseda  Bun- 
gaku.  KAWASHIMA  KEIZO  has  done  even 
better  with  "  Romeo  and  Juliet,"  while 
Mr.  MURATA'S  "  Hamlet  "  is  a  most  care- 
ful and  critical  performance.  The  last- 
named  is  now  appearing  in  the  Nikon 
Eigaku  Shinshi.  Lamb's  "  Tales  from 
Shakespeare  "  have  been  partly  rendered 
into  Japanese,  yet  not  much  can-be  said 
in  behalf  of  this  piece  of  work  :  it  is  far 
too  free,  and  in  many  places  quite  different 
from  the  original.  But  as  a  general  rule, 
it  is  impossible  even  for  the  best  translator 
to  popularize  a  liberal  rendering  of  any 
foreign  work  of  fiction.  Obviously  the 
book  must  be  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  its  readers.  And  so  the  heroine  of  Isa- 
Ko  (Mrs.  Henry  Wood's  "  East  Lynne") 
is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  Japanese 
maiden  ;  as  is  also  that  very  delectable 
Oriental  representative  of  "  Dora  Thorne." 
Both  of  these  books  have  been  most  skil- 
fully handled,  for  without  losing  any  of 
the  charm  of  the  originals  they  have  been 
completely  denationalized. 

The  first  of  BULWER  LYTTON'S  novels 
to  be  translated  was  "  Rienzi."  This  was 
several  years  ago,  and  a  rather  poor  piece 
of  work  it  was.  Far  better  and  immense- 
ly popular  was  Mr.  MASUDA'S  excellent 
rendering  of  "  Night  and  Morning  " — Yoru 
to  Asa — which  appeared  in  twelve  monthly 
parts  and  must  have  brought  the  publishers 
a  small  fortune.  D'lSRAELl'S  "Coningsby" 
has  been  translated  by  a  master-hand,  yet 
without  achieving  the  popularity  it  de- 
serves. This  is  the  work  of  Mr.  SEKI 
NAOHIKO,  for  some  time  the  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,   "  Endy- 


mion,"  under  the  styleof  San-nin  no  Yuska 
\["  Three  Heroes  "),  has  been  ably  translat- 
ed by  Mr.  Watanabe  Osamu.  Scott 
has  met  with  unmerited  misfortune  at  the 
hands  of  Mr.  USHIDA  KWAKUDO,  his 
version  of  "  Ivanhoe  "  being  almost  pain- 
fully feeble;  much  better,  however,  is  the 
same  translator's  rendering  of  "Robinson 
Crusoe,"  which  has  been  very  favourably 
received.  Mr.  AlBA  KWASON'S  remodel- 
ling of  DlCKENS'  "  Christmas  Carol  "  is 
carefully  done.  Of  course  Christmas 
yields  to  New  Year  in  the  Japanese  ver- 
sion, and  this  robs  it,  from  a  foreign 
standpoint,  of  half  its  charm.  Mr.  AlBA 
made  another  bold  attempt  in  clothing 
DOUGLAS  JERROLD'S  inimitable  "Curtain 
Lectures  "  in  Japanese  phraseology  ;  that 
Mrs.  Caudle  has  her  counterpart  in  this 
country  is  very  apparent,  albeit  contrary 
to  the  general  belief  of  foreigners.  The 
"  Curtain  Lectures  "  appeared  in  the 
Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun  and  met  with 
instant  and  universal  approval.  A  very 
similar  style  of  writing  had  once  before 
appeared  in  the  Yamato  Shimbun  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Fukuchi  Genichiro, 
under  the  style  of  "  The  Woman's  World," 
which  was  eagerly  and  widely  read  ;  for 
the  Japanese  are  fond  of  a  quiet  smile  at 
feminine  weakness — if  such  there  be — and 
could  thoroughly  appreciate  the  French 
misogynist's  book  on  Le  Mai  qu'on  a  dit 
des  Femmes. 

Among  the  most  recent  translations 
from  English  are  Mr.  Morita  Shiken's 
version  of  Miss  EDGEWORTH's  "  Popular 
Tales;"  Mr.  YABE  GOSHU'S  free  render- 
ing of  STANLEY'S  "Darkest  Africa" — an 
excellent  piece  of  work — and  Mr.  Ma- 
TSUl'S  "  Don  Quixote."  The  "  Arabian 
Nights,"  by  Mr.  INOUYE  TSUTOMU,  would 
also  appear  to  come  from  an  English  ori- 
ginal. Enormously  and  deservedly  suc- 
cessful was  the  charming  version  of  Mrs. 
BURNETT'S  "  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy," 
which  has  been  most  skilfully  handled  by 
WAKAMATSU  SHIZU-KO,  otherwise  Mrs. 
IWAMOTO,  the  wife  of  the  Principal  of  the 
Meiji  Jo-gakko.  The  same  lady,  who 
must  be  confessed  one  of  the  foremost 
writers  of  the  day,  has  produced  an  ex- 
cellent prose  rendering  of  TENNYSON'S 
"  Enoch  Arden,"  which  is  just  the  kind  of 
tale  to  find  favour  with  Japanese  senti- 
mentalists. Both  of  these  books  are  still  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  full  tide  of  popularity. 

Turning  to  German  works  of  fiction,  we 
find  a  good  translation  of  GOETHE'S  "  Rei- 
necke  Fucho  "  (Reynard  the  Fox)  among 
the  popular  works  of  the  day.  Strange  to 
say,  however,  the  Japanese  lose  much  of 
the  exquisite  humour  of  this  satire  in  their 
sympathy  with  the  woes  of  the  maltreated 
wolf.  "  The  Sorrows  of  Werther,"  trans- 
lated by  RYOKUDO  YASHI,  a  younger 
brother  of  the  well-known  Prof.  MORI,  is 
also  a  great  favourite.  This  is  a  literal 
translation,  the  diary-form  of  the  original 
being  retained.  Kauff'S  Marchen,  "  Fairy 
Tales,"  have  also  been  rendered  into  Japa- 


nese, as  well  as  two  of  LESSING'S  most 
famous  tragedies  "  Emilia  Golotti  "  and 
"  The  Captive."  Both  of  these  come  from 
the  pen  of  Prof.  Mori  OGWAI.  SCHILLER'S 
"Rauber."  (The  Robbers)  has  not  proved 
popular  in  Japanese  garb. 

Among  French  novels  and  plays, 
MOLIERE'S  L'Avare(The  Miser),-has  given 
the  most  universal  pleasure,  as  indeed  it 
should,  having  been  translated  with  mas- 
terly skill  by  Japan's  favourite  novelist, 
Mr.  OZAKI  KOYO-  Next  to  this  in  popu- 
larity  ranks   MORITA    SHIKEN'S  version 

of  one  of  Victor  Hugo's  works,  which, 

as  we  have  not  yet  read  it,  we  fail 
to  recognize  under  the  style  of  "The 
Spy."  Still  another  of  the  great  French- 
man's novels  has  become  a  favourite  :  this 
also  bears  a  name  different  from  that  of 
the  original,  "  Recalling  the  Past/'  Zola's 
"  L'Assomoir "  is  the  only  one  of  his 
works  that  has  yet  been  given  to  the  Japa- 
nese public, — and  the  last,  we  venture  to 
hope.  Mr.  MATSUI  SHOZO  is  the  transla- 
tor, and  the  book  is  but  slightly  known. 

Of  all  Western  writers  of  fiction,  TOL- 
STOI is  undoubtedly  the  most  admired  in 
Japan.  Mr.  UCHIDA  FuCHIAN  has  pub- 
lished a  version  of  "The  Penalty  of  Crime" 
which  is  perhaps,  with  one  exception,  the 
most  successful  translation  ever  made  in 
this  country.  The  same  author's  "  Sebas- 
topol  "  recently  appeared  in  the -Kokkai, 
the  editor  being  Mr.  KODA  ROHAN,  while 
"Anna  Kareni'na,"  under  the  style  of 
"  Sad  Tears,"  was  highly  applauded  by 
the  readers  of  the  Kokumin  no  Tomo,  Mr. 
UCHIDA  FUCHIAN  again  translating. 

American  Detective  Tales,  particularly 
those  of  the  "  Old  Sleuth  Library,"  have 
for  some  time  met  with  favour.  But  the 
public  is  now  growing  tired  of  this  style 
of  fiction.  Bret  HARTE'S  "Mliss"  has 
been  done  full  justice  to  by  Mr.  AlBA 
KwASON,  as  have  one  or  two  others  of 
his  Western  sketches,  particularly  "  The 
Luck  of  Roaring  Camp." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 _>  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 

BI  METALLIC  AGITATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — In  tlie  Japan  Herald  of  the  101I1  inst. 
there  appealed  a  leading  ai  tide  under  litis  head- 
ing, in  which  was  criticized,  somewhat  seveiely,  if 
not  contemptuously,  a  lellei  on  the  Silvei  Ques- 
tion thai  appealed  in  the  Mail  of  the  Sihiust., 
fi  om  a  coi  1  espondent  who  signed  himself  "  Y." 

The  ohject  of  that  letter  was  to  uige  the  Yoko- 
hama commercial  community  to  lend  energetic 
and  substantial  support  to  the  China  Associaliou 
in  its  endeavours  to  bring  cleaily  and  authorita- 
tively befoie  the  Biitish  public,  I  might  say  before 
the  European  public,  (a)  "The  disastious  conse- 
quences to  foreign  trade  with  the  Far  East  of  the 
absence  of  a  stable  ratio  between  gold  and  silver  ; 
and  (b)  the  actual  effects  already  produced  on  that 
trade  by  the  demonetisation  of  silver,  consequent 
oil  the  action  of  England,  in  the  first  place,  then 
on  that  of  Germany,  and  finally  on  the  closing  of 
their  mints  to  silver  by  France  and  the  Latin 
Union.  In  condemning  the  views  of  your  cor- 
respondent, the  Herald  condemns  the  object  for 
which  the  China  Association  is  now  agitating. 
Does    tlie  Herald  represent   Yokohama  public 
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opinion  oil  tins  question  I  I,  lor  one,  veiilme  lo  My 
very  decidedly  lliat  it  does  not. 

My  lime,  as  well  as  your  space,  lo  say  nothing 
of  the  patience  of  your  leadeis,  do  not  peimil  of 

my  meeting  point  by  point  lite  extraordinary  tlieo 
nes  that  llie  Herall  advances;  hut  I  venture  to 
refer  to  some  lecenl  opinions  of  well  known 
aiitlioi  ilies  on  litis  question,  which  'dispose  9UW- 
mat  ilv  of  the  sweeping  and  exploded  conclusions 
the  Herald  woild  induce  ils  leailers  to  arrive  al. 

1.  Mi.  Bailout',  in  Ins  famous  speech  at  the 
Mansion  House  oil  31  d  August,  1893,  said  : — 
"  I  doubt  whethei  there  is  a  single  economist  of 
lepulalion,  under  sixty  yeai  s  of  age,  who  will  com- 
mit himself  lo  llie  view  that  it  is  impossible  to 
maintain  the  double  standard.  No  economist  of 
lepule  will  lend  his  name  lo  the  idiotic  objections 
— if  I  may  use  the  expiession  without  offence — 10 
bimetallism  which  you  will  see  in  some  of  the  daily 
papeis — objections  which  appear  to  be  founded  oil 
the  view  that  lo  hold  that  a  stable  ratio  can  be 
maintained  between  silver  and  gold  is  something 
like  holding  that  value  is  not  determined  by  the 
laws  of  supply  and  demand  on  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, but  that  it  can  be  settled  by  the  mere  fiat  of 
a  Government."  (It  is  an  open  secret,  amongst 
those  who  interest  themselves  in  ibis  question  and 
in  politics,  that  with  Mr.  Balfoin's  views  coincide 
those  of  Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Goschen,  and 
that  those  two  statesmen,  so  soon  as  they  believe 
the  country  to  be  with  them,  will  not  hesitate  to 
express  themselves.  The  return  of  the  Unionists 
lo  power,  a  by  no  means  improbable  contingency 
at  no  distant  date,  forms,  therefore,  an  important 
factor  in  considei  ing  the  future  of  silver  as  affected 
by  legislation  or  international  an  angement.) 

2.  Mr.  Courtney,  a  very  influential  member  of 
Lord  Herschell's  Commission,  and  one  of  those 
who  signed  what  may  be  called  the  monometallic 
report,  has  since  changed  his  views.  The  minor- 
ity are  now  the  majority.  I  commend  to  your 
readei's  attention  an  article  by  Mr.  Courtney  in 
the  Nineteenth  Century  for  April,  1893,  in  which 
he  explains  his  conversion. 

3.  All  the  Commissioners  on  that  Commission 
weie,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Courtney  and  Mr. 
Birch,  unanimous  that  a  stable  ratio  might  be 
maintained  if  the  leading  commercial  nations 
agreed.  Since  then  Mr.  Courtney  lias  been  con- 
vinced his  opinion  *ras  erroneous.  Whether  Mr. 
Birch  remains  firm  I  am  not  aware. 

In  conclusion,  and  to  meet  more  paiticularly 
the  argument  I  have  so  often  heard  advanced,  that 
London  bankers  as  a  body  ridicule  bimetallism 
and  that  they  should  be  in  a  position  lo  judge,  I 
cannot  do  belter  than  quote  the  words  of  a  very 
well  known  London  merchant  and  MP.: — "Now, 
alas  !  since  the  demonetisation  and  disci  editing  of 
silver,  a  merchant  is  practically  precluded  fiom 
making  any  contract  over  a  long  period  with  a  sil  ver- 
using  countryC)  because  he  cannot  form  any  idea 
whether  the  amount  agreed  upon  will  recoup  him. 
It  is  the  resulting  hindrance  to  Fnglish  commerce 
which  I  deplore,  and  which  leads  me  to  desire  a  re- 
currence to  our  ancient  monetary  system.  The 
merchant  plays  the  game  and  risks  his  money  ;  the 
banker  keeps  the  table  and  gets  his  profit  on  the 
amount  staked  :  which  of  the  two  is  likely  to  be  the 
first  lo  find  out  and  the  first  to  care  whether  the 
game  is  profitable  ?  " 

Yours  faithfully,  A  STABLE  RATIO. 

March,  Ilth  1894. 


gallons  for  over  a  year  anil  a  half,  and  went  as 
fully  into  the  qursiion  as  (welve  men  dining  this 
space  ol  time  could  be  expected  to  go.  The  con- 
clusion of  their  inquiiy  was: — 

1.  —  That  theie  had  been  a  considerable  inciease 
in  the  use  ol  gold  for  currency. 

2.  — Thai  the  evils  of  fluctuation  are  undoubted. 

3.  — That  the  want  of  a  fixed  ratio  constitutes  a 
vei  y  sei  ions  evil. 

4.  — That  the  bimetallic  system  of  France  pie- 
vious  to  1874  exerted  a  considei  able  influence  on 
the  relative  value  of  llie  two  metals. 

5.  — That  notwithstanding  changes  in  the  pin- 
duction  and  use  of  the  metals,  (he  bimetallic 
system  of  Fiaine  kept  the  ma'i  ket  pi  ice  of  silvei 
approximately  steady  at  the  ratio  of  1  to  15J. 

6.  — That  it  is  icasonble  10  suppose  that  the 
bimetallic  system  of  France  should  be  capable  ol 
so  maintaining  that  ratio. 

7.  — Thai  the  Lalin  Union  in  1 873  broke  the  link 
between  gold  and  silver,  and  when  the  link  was 
broken  the  silver  mai  ket  was  open  lo  all  the  factoi  s 
that  affecl  the  pi  ice  of  commodities. 

8.  — That,  as  far  as  they  could  forcast,  if  inter- 
national bimetallism  were  accepted  by  the  United 
Kingdom,  Gei  many,  the  United  Stales  and  Fi  a  nee, 
a  stable  ratio  might  by  maintained. 

g. — That  there  is  no  danger  of  a  disappearance 
of  gold  under  a  bimetallic  system. 

10.  — That  it  might  be  difficult  to  suggest  any 
motive  to  induce  a  contracting  Power  lo  secede 
fiom  international  bimetallism. 

11.  — That  ill ey  were  alive  lo  llie  advantage  of 
the  adoption  of  a  uniform  bimetallic  standaid,  as 
a  step  toward  the  adoption  of  a  common  inter- 
national monetaiy  standard. 

12.  — Thai  no  measure  has  been  suggested  that 
claims  to  be  anything  like  so  complete  and 
thorough  a  remedy  as  the  adoption  of  the  system 
known  as  "bimetallism." 

I  do  not  write  this  in  the  hope  of  conveiting 
any  bred-in-the-bone  monometallist.  His  convic- 
tions are  not  based  011  any  reasonble  grounds  but 
are  matters  of  faith.  Credo  quia  est  impossible. 
There  ai  e  plenty  of  examples  of  this  state  of  their 
minds  ;  as  for  instance,  when  the  Sherman  Act 
was  still  in  force  and  llie  Government  of  llie 
United  Stales  was  coining  four  and  a  half  mil- 
ions  of  silver  per  month,  our  monometallic 
friends  ascribed  all  the  fluctuations  of  exchange 
to  lhat  law.  "  Let  only,"  said  they,  "  the 
Sherman  Act  be  repealed  and  governments  stop 
tampering  with  silver  and  we  shall  soon  seethe 
metal  reach  its  natural  level  and  exchanges  once 
more  will  be  on  a  firm  basis."  But  since  exchanges 
have  fluctuated  more  than  ever  since  the  repeal  of 
the  Sherman  Act,  these  same  monometallism  are 
now  discreetly  silent — nor  have  they  anything  to 
say  about  the  action  of  the  Indian  Government, 
and  ihe  dire  confusion  in  which  1  ecent  monometal- 
lic efforts  lo  separate  India  from  the  rest  of  the 
East  have  thrown  the  exchanges  of  the  woild 
Anything  thai  tends  to  establish  a  gold  standaid 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  these  wiseacres,  a  fai-seeing 
policy.  Would  it  not  be  pleasant  to  see,  once  for 
all,  the  whole  world  adopt  the  gold  standai  d  and 
thus  have  the  ingrained  mononielallisl  hoist  with 
his  own  petard  ? 

G.  D. 


saloon  carriage  with  myself  in  llie  IZ.35  tiain  fiom 
Yokohama  last  Monday,  he  seized  the  oppoi  tuiiily 
of  making  an  an ( i-f on- ig  1 ,  d emon si  1  al  ion  by  sud- 
denly banging  up  the  window  beside  my  wife  and 
defying  me  to  open  it  again. 

Having  ascertained  dial  he  was  not  ill  and  had 
simply1  auanged  ibis  mode  ol  offence,  I  ie-opened 
the  window  and  changed  places  with  my  wife. 
This  was  the  signal  for  Oi  Keutaro  to  attack  me, 
which  he  did  by  shouting  and  stamping  and  liy- 
uig  to  push  me  away  from  Ihe  open  window.  As 
the  train  now  stopped  at  Hodogaya  Station  1  call- 
d  the  guaid,  who  however  was  paralyzed  by  Oi 
Kentai  o  shouting  out  his  name,  which  brought 
soshi  ai  med  with  a  swoid  lo  the  door  of  our 
can  iage,  from  a  neighbouring  compai  tmeiil  of  the 
rttin-.  A  policeman  was  said  to  be  on  the  spot, 
but  if  so  he  discieetly  lemained  invisible. 

The  terrified  guard  had   seized  our  baggage 
imploring  us  lo  come  quietly  away,  and  pulling  at 
my  coat,  while  Oi   Keutaro  was  stamping  and 
aving,  calling  us  "  kedamono  "  and  other  insult- 
ing names. 

There  was  nothing  for  il  but  to  change  into 
another  can  iage,  our  exit  being  enforced  by  a 
soshi  at  the  door  with  his  sword  half  diawn. 

The  guard  afterwards  assured  me  thai  he  could 
not  possibly  assist  us,  as  Oi  Keutaro  is  suppoited 
by  a  sufficient  number  of  soshi  lo  defy  all  authority. 

This  being   the  case,  the  moral    seems  clear, 
that  foi  eigners  have  to  trust  to  their  own  resources, 
and  thai  swords  have  to  be  provided  against. 
Yours  faithfully,  F.  E.  FREESE. 

Atami,  March  7th,  1894. 


To  thk  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— Theexcellentletter  in  which  "  Y.,"  among 
other  suggestions,  uiges  that  the  Yokohama 
Chamber  of  Commeice  should  prepare  a  memo- 
rial to  be  forwarded  to  England,  ought  to  meet 
with  some  practical  result.  He  pertinently  re- 
marks:— "If  we  aieto  wait  until  they  (the  mer- 
chants) have  made  up  their  minds  upon  the 
bimetallic  theory,  which  has  already  been  fourteen 
years  before  them,  il  is  clear  that  nothing  will  be 
done."  It  is  indeed  impossible  to  convince  people 
who  will  not  read  the  evidence  presented  in  favour  of 
bimetallism  and  are  resolved  to  slick  to  the  phiase 
that  "  value  is  determined  by  demand  and  supply, 
and  other  catchwords  that  sei  ve  lo  give  to  densest 
ignorance  an  air  of  economic  authority. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  faith  that 
Government  Commissions  are  able  lo  reach  moie 
correct  conclusions  than  the  so-called  economic 
theorists,  I  would  like  to  give  the  following  in 
formation. 

In  September,  1886,  a  Royal  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  recent  changes  in  the 
relative  value  of  the  precious  metals.  The  Com- 
mission was  composed  of  twelve  men  especially 
selected  for  the  purpose  of  gelling  a  careful  and 
impartial  opinion.    They  continued  their  investi 


(')  Mr.  Norman  in  his  "  Ready  Reckoner  of  the  World's  Ex 
changes,"  gives  the  population  with  a  gold  standard  at  about 
350,000,000  and  with  a  silver  standard  at  800,000,000. 


DR.  M ABIE'S  RECENT  REMARKS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
SIR) — Knowing  Dr.  H.  C.  Mabie  and  his  ideas 
on  mission  matters  well,  I  was  greatly  surprised 
y  the  item  in  the  Mail  of  Saturday  last.  I  have 
just  received,  in  a  paper  from  Chicago,  the  en 
closed  item,  which  I  am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to 
see  and  notice  in  order  that  justice  to  him  may 
be  done. 

Very  truly  yours,  C.  H.  D.  FISHER 

Dr.  H  C.  Mabie  in  a  private  note  says  : — "As  to  the 
wholesale  and  vicious  use  made  of  my  discussion  on  self- 
support  at  the  late  New  York  meeting,  I  have  this  to  say  : 
It  is  the  most  outrageous  pei  version,  haying  for  its  basis  a 
single  incident  which  I  ixentioned.  indicating  a  tendency 
that  we  were  to  avoid.  I  did  not  use  the  word  '  extrava- 
gant '  at  all  We  were  of  course  discussing  principles  j 
sometimes  supposing  cases.  These  supposititious  cases 
were  seized  upon  by  the  reporter  ..f  the  Herald:  and  so  it 
has  gone  broadcast.  My  comfort  is  this,  '  Fret  not  thyself 
because  of  evil-doers.  " 

Tokyo,  March  7th,  1894. 

SOSHI  IN  RAILWAY  TRAINS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
readers  to  the  advisibility  of  being  armed  when 
travelling  in  Japan  even  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
treaty  ports,  as  long  as  soshi  armed  with  swords 
are  likely  to  be  their  companions.  The  notorious 
Oi  Keutaro,  the  leader  of  the  Oriental  Radicals, 
who  has  lately  become  an  M.P.,  being  in  the  same 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
(Translation.) 

Sir, — As  I  was  a  passenger  in  the  train  at  the 
time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  incident  described 
by  your  correspondent,  Kev.  F.  S.  Freese,  in  your 
issue  of  the  loth  instant,  I  beg  permission  lo  say 
a  few  words  which  may  perhaps  help  your  readers 
to  understand  what  happened.    There  were  seven 
persons  in  the  carriage   (second-class)  a  foreign 
gentleman  and  lady,  and  five  Japanese,  of  whom  I 
was  one.    The  weather  was  very  inclement,  heavy 
rain  and  a  strong  wind.    The  two  foreigners  sat 
al  the  end  of  the  carriage  facing  the  engine,  and 
therefore  with  their  backs  to  the  wind,  which  was 
blowing  after  the  train.    Without  consulting  any 
of  the  Japanese  passengers,  the  foieigner  opened 
two  windows.     No  objection  was  offered  at  first  to 
bis  doing  so,  because,  as  long  as  the  train  was  in 
rapid  motion,  the  wind  and  rain  did  not  enter  llie 
carriage  sufficiently  lo  inconvenience  the  Japanese 
passengers.  But  as  the  train  slowed  up,  on  Hearing 
Hodogaya  Station,  the  rain  began  to  be  blown  in, 
and  a  Japanese  passenger  who  found  himself  ex- 
posed to  it,  rose  and  closed  one  of  ihe  windows. 
He  did  not  ask  the  permission  of  ihe  foreigner, 
but  the  latter  had  not  asked  any  one's  permission 
before  opening   ihe  windows,  although   from  the 
portion  occupied  by  him  and  the  lady  they  were 
in  no  wise  exposed  to  the  wind  and  rain,  whereas 
their  Japanese  fellow-passengers  were  obviously 
exposed.    The  foreigner  thereupon,    having  ad- 
dressed to  the  Japanese  some  remaik  which  I  did 
not  clearly  understand,  opened  the  window  again, 
and  the  Japanese  closed  it.    The  foreigner  at- 
tempted to  open  it  once  more,  but  the  Japanese 
opposed  his  doing  so,  and  while  this  altercation 
was  in   progress,  the  train  reached  Hodogaya 
Station.     The  foreigner  then    called    a  railway 
official  and  asked  him  to  remove  the  Japanese 
passenger,  but  the  latter,  who  now  announced 
himself  as  Oi  Kentaro,  excitedly  declined  to  leave 
the  carriage  and  said  that  if  any  one  were  to  be 
removed,  it  should  be  the  foieigner.    The  railway 
official   finally  persuaded   the  foreigner  to  enter 
another  carriage.     As  for  your  correspondent's 
statement  that  his  "  exit  was  enforced   by  a  soshi 
at  the  door  with  his  sword  half  drawn,"  I  venture 
to  think  lhat  he   must  have  been  misled  by  the 
excitement   of    the    moment.     It  is  tine  that  a 
man,  apparently  attracted  by  the  sounds  of  the 
altercation,  hastened  to  the  caiiiage.    It  is  also 
true  that  be  cairied  a  sword-cane,  and  that,  on 
approaching  the  caniage,  he  loosened  the  blade, 
after  the  Japanese  fashion,  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
draw  it  quickly  if  necessary.     But,  on  being  turned 
back  by  a  railway  official,  he  made  no  further 
demonstration.    I  do  not  pretend,  Mr.  Editor,  to 
judge  which  side  was  chiefly  to  blame,  but  I  ask 
your  readers  to  contrast  the  above  facts — which  I 
am  sure  your  correspondent  will  endorse  after 
careful  reflection — with  the  account  given  in  Mr. 
Freese's  letter.    Mr.  Freese  says  that  the  Japanese 
passenger  "seized  the  opportunity  of  making  an 
anti  foreign  demonstration  by  suddenly  banging 
up  the  window    *    *    *    and  defying  me  lo  open 
it  again."  Was  it,  then,  an  anti-Japanese  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  Mr.  Freese  lo  open  ihe 
window  originally  without  any  consideration  for 
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llie  comfort  of  li is  Japanese  f ellow-passengers, 
wliom  lie  llnis  exposed  10  llie  wind  and  rain  fiom 
which  lie  was  himself  thoroughly  protected  by  his 
position?  Mr.  Freese  says  that  the  Japanese 
passenger  *' suddenly  banged  up  ihe  window  and 
defied  me  to  open  it."  Any  one  reading  tins 
statement  must  conclude  that  the  Japanese  pas- 
senger wantonly  attempted  to  insult  or  inconveni- 
ence the  foremger.  But,  Sir,  that  is  very  mislead- 
ing. It  was  Mr.  Freese  who  opened  the  window 
originally  so  that  the  rain  and  wind  inconvenienced 
the  Japanese  passenger,  and  as  to  the  lallei's 
"  defying  "  the  former,  I  can  assure  you  that  not 
until  Mr.  Freese  opened  the  window  a  second  lime 
did  the  demeanour  of  the  Japanese  suggest  any- 
thing beyond  a  simple  desire  to  protect  himself 
against  a  wetting.  I  am  sorry,  Mr.  Editor,  that 
I  can  not  write  in  English,  but  I  hope  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  translate  and  publish  my  letter,  in 
oider  that  your  readers  may  understand  the  im- 
piession  which  the  incident  produced  on  those 
piesent  but  not  directly  concerned.  I  am  sine 
that  there  is  every  desire  on  the  pai  t  of  my  coun- 
trymen 1o  extend  the  utmost  couitesy  to  people 
from  Western  lands  who  come  here  on  business  or 
pleasure,  but  I  doubt  whether  disagreeable  in- 
cidents can  always  be  avoided  under  circumstance 
such  as  I  have  described  above,  and  I  hope  that 
M,  .  Fieese,  on  calmer  reflection,  will  perceive  that 
although  the  affair  presented  some  reprehensible 
featuies,  it  scaicely  merits  the  account  which  his 
excitement  has  led  him  to  give  of  it. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A  Japanese  Fellow  Passenger. 

Tokyo,  March  nth,  1894. 
[We  have  ourselves  made  inquiries  of  the  railway  officials,  and 
are  in  a  position  to  s*y  that  their  account  confirms  the  above 
in  every  respect.  So  far  as  concerns  the  altercation  between 
Mr.  Freese  and  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro  with  regard  to  the  opening  or 
closing  of  a  window  in  a  railway  carriage,  the  matter  is 
altogether  trivial  and  does  not  in  any  way  merit  journalists 
notice.  But  we  must  frankly  say  that  to  apply  the  epithet 
"anti-foreign  demonstration  "  to  the  legitimate  objection  of 
a  Japanese  passenger  to  have  a  window  open  in  his  vicinity 
on  a  wet,  blustery  day,  seems  unjustifiable.  Of  course  there 
is  often  more  significance  in  the  fashion  of  doing  a  thing  than 
in  the  fact.  Mr.  Oi  Kentaio's  manner  may  have  suggested 
defiance  and  even  insult.  But  Mr.  Freese  should  not  have 
opened  the  windows  without  consulting  his  fellow-pas- 
senders.  that  is  a  common  canon  of  traveller's  cour 
tesy.  Had  it  been  complied  with  on  the  occasiun  in  ques- 
tion, there  could  not  conceivably  have  been  any  subsequent 
trouble.  The  only  incidents  of  the  affair  deserving  attention 
are  the  alleged  interference  of  an  armed  Soshi,  and  the  action 
of  the  guard  in  asking  Mr.  Freese  to  change  carriages.  As 
to  the  former  point,  the  railway  officials  are  positive  that  the 
so-called  Soshi,  though  he  did  hasten  up  from  a  third  class 
compartment  when  he  heard  his  master's  voice  raised  in  al- 
tercation, and  did  loosen  in  its  scabbard  the  blade  of  a 
sword-cane  carried  by  him,  made  no  attempt  to  interfere 
when  the  guard  turned  him  back,  and,  in  fact,  showed  h 
self  perfectly  amenable  to  authority  throughout.  As  to  the 
latter  point,  the  guard  says  that,  in  the  first  instance,  Mr 
Kreese  asked  him  to  remove  the  Japanese  passenger,  and  that 
he  thereupon  invited  one  or  other  of  them  to  change  carriages, 
but  that  neither  paid  anv  attention.  Perceiving,  however 
that  to  leave  ihem  quarrelling  after  the  train  had  started  again 
would  be  unwise,  he  continued  his  solicitations,  and  finally 
Mr.  Kreese  consented  to  enter  another  compartment.  The 
train  was  delayed  several  minutes  by  the  incident,  and  no  pre 
cipitate  action  of  any  kind  was  taken  by  the  railway  officials 
Such,  at  any  rate,  are  the  facts  as  we  gather  them.  Under  any 
circumstances  it  is  to  be  sincerely  wished  that  men  with  sword 
canes  could  be  eliminated  from  modern  Japan.  Why  should 
not  the  carrying  of  sword-canes  be  altogether  interdicted  as  the 
carrying  of  swords  has  been  for  the  last  twenty  years  ?—  Ed.  J.M.] 


bably  never  have  appeared,  and  it  is  theiefore  1111- 
foitunate  that  Mr.  Fieese,  by  deferring  the  expla- 
nation so  long,  laid  himself  under  the  imputation 
taking  his  conduct  in  connection  with  the  later 
occurrence  at  Hodogaya  station — of  having  an 
anti-Japanese  feeling,  whereas  in  point  of  fact,  Mr. 
Freese's  proclivities  are,  on  his  own  admission, 
more  pro-Japanese  than  olheivvise. 

Possibly  the  later  incident  may  theiefore  also 
be  placed  in  a  different  aspect,  when  more  fully 
explained. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc.,  X.Y.Z. 
Maich  13th,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— The  letter  fiom  "A  Japanese  Fellow- 
passenger,"  regai  ding  the  incident  at  Hodogaya 
Station,  puts  a  very  diffeient  aspect  on  the  affair 
from  that  given  by  Mr.  Fieese,  as  might  have  been 
expected  by  any  one  who  1  ead  that  gentleman's 
version  of  the  occurrence.  If  the  writer  mistakes 
not,  Mr.  Freese  is  the  same  individual  who,  some 
months  ago,  was  alluded  to  ill  a  letter  published  in 
the  Japan  Gazette  as  having  wantonly  threatened 
to  chastise,  with  a  thick  stick,  a  Japanese  servant 
011  the  Bluff  who  had  given  him  no  provocation 
whatever,  as  was  pioved  by  several  eye-witnesses. 
The  conduct  desci  ibed  on  that  occasion  would  in- 
fallibly have  landed  the  person  inqueslion  at  the 
Bluff  Police  Station,  had  he  not,  fortunately  for 
himself,  restricted  his  exhibition  of  temper  to 
words,  not  deeds;  therefore  it  would  be  well  to  take 
any  report  coming  from  him  on  ihe  subj'ect  of 
anti-foreign  feeling  cum  grano  salts,  as  there  is 
also  such  a  thing  as  anli  Japanese  feeling  in  which 
some  foreigners  aie  apt  to  indulge  at  times. 
Enclosing  my  card,  I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc., 

X.Y.Z. 

March  I2lh,  1894. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
an  explanation  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Freese, 
which  in  justice  to  him  he  requests  to  be  made  as 
public  as  the  accusation,  to  the  effect  that  he  con- 
sidered he  was  acting  under  quite  sufficient  pro- 
vocation to  justify  ihe  altitude  he  assumed  on  the 
occasion  re f e  1  red  to. 

Had  this  explanation  been  made  earlier,  the 
mailer  would  have  been  placed  in  quite  a 
diffeient  light,  and  yesterday's  tetter  would  pro- 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  In  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Oi  Kentaio's  lecent  escapade  in  a  train,  I  desire 
to  say  at  the  outset  that  I  am  no  apologist  for  lhal 
person,  as  there  is  110  class  of  man  in  this  country 
elsewhere  that  I  detest  so  much  as  the  political 
agitator,    and    as    for    soshi,  they    aie,    in  my 
opinion  —  I  am  an  old  resident  —  llie  curse  of  Japan. 
But  in  the  interests  of  truth,  I  desire  to  point  out 
that  Mr.  Freese's  account  of  the  unseemly  squab- 
ble thai  look  place  al  Hodogawa  is  likely  to  be 
very  far  from  strict  veracity.     I  say  nothing  about 
the  letter  from  "A  Fellow   Passenger,"   bul  will 
relate  an  incident  that  occurred  in  the  dining- 
room  of  Higuchi's  Hotel  al  Atami,  after  the  Oi 
ffair,  which  will  plainly  show  that  Mi.  Fieese  is 
given  to  indulging  ill  high-handed  and  ovei  bear- 
ing acls.    Several  guests  were  seated  at  tables  in 
the  dining-room    above    mentioned,    when  Mr. 
Fieese  entered   the  room,  and   without  any  re- 
mai  k  whatever  opened  one  of  the  windows.  At 
ihe  table,  in  a  line  with  the  opened  window  and 
the  dooi  through  which  the  servants  were  constant 
ly  passing,  sat  a  gentleman  from  a  southern  port 
who  was  suffering  acutely  from  rheumatism,  and 
lo  whom  a  draught  was  injurious.    The  invalid  at 
once  felt  ihedieaded  diaught — il  was  a  1  aw,  cold 
day  — and  though  he  made  no  remaik  upon  the 
rudeness  of  Mr.  Fieese,  was  compelled  quickly  lo 
remove  lo  a  coi  ner  of  ihe  room,  and  order  a  sei  vant 
to  cany  his  food  lo  another  table.    I  think  this  is 
sufficient,  following  close  upon  the  Oi  affair,  to  show 
what  sort  of  a  peison  is  Mr.  Freese,  and  is  ca 
culaled  to  tin  ow  a  good  ileal  of  light  upon  the  ti  a  in 
incident.     Fro  (A  Mr.  Freese's  pi  ofession  he  is  pi  e 
sumed  lo  be  a  follower  of  Jesus  Chiist;   but  the 
Nazarene,  though  of  lowly  origin,  was  a  gentle, 
man,  whose  precepts  Mr.  Fieese  does  not  appear 
lo  practise,  whatever  he  may  preach.    I  should  like 
to  ask  Bishop  Bickersleth  what  good  such  a  person 
as   Mr.  Fi  eese  can  do  in  this  country,  whei  e  the 
natives,   with  a  few  exceptions   that  only  go  lo 
prove  ihe   inle,  treat  each  other  with  so  much 
kindly  consideration.     Mr.  Fieese,  by  writing  the 
letter  that  appealed    in   your  columns,   has  only 
exposed  himself,  and  set  people  relating  stoiies 
about  him — true  or  false   I  know  not,  but  there 
is  seldom  smoke  without  fire — such  for  instance 
as  threatening  other   people's   servants    with  a 
licking,  vowing  thai  he  would,  poison  any  dog  that 
strayed  into  his  compound,  &c  ,  &c. 

I  had  no  intention  al  first  of  writing  aboul  the 
Atami  affair,  but  have  been  persuaded  to  do  so  in 
the  interests  of  truth,  and  in  order  lhal  you  may 
give  the  public  an  opportunity  of  judging  llie  value 
of  the  statements  which  Mr.  Freese  made  of  your 
columns  a  vehicle  to  ventilate. 

Yours,  &c,  JUSTICE. 
Match  I2th,  1894. 


you 
the 


To  th it  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — I  have  read  the  letter,  published  by 
from  "A    fellow-passenger,"    who    desci  i  be? 
occurrences  in  the  train  on  the  5th  instant,  about 
which  I  wrote   to  your  originally.     While  fully 
acknowledging  the  courteous  and  modeiate  tone 
of  his  statement,  I  observ*  that  his  letter  contains 
some  inaccuracies.    He  assigns  to  my  wife  and 
myself,  for   example,  a  place  al   the  end  of  the 
carriage  farthest  from  the  engine  and  thus  pio 
tected    against   wind    blowing  "after  the  hain,' 
whereas  in  truth  we  sat  at  the  other  end  and  should 
theiefore  have  been  the  fiisl  lo  feel  the  inconveni 
ence  of  an  open  window  under  ihe  circumstances 
described  by  your  correspondent.     But  I  am  very 
unwilling  lo  embitter   by  controversy  an  affair 
that   has    already    assumed  a  most  unpleasant 
character.    Japanese  couitesy  has  always  been 
appreciated  by  me,  and  il  would  be  entirely  con 
trary  lo  my  inclination  to  figure  as  its  assailant 
It  will  be  admitted,  however,  lhat  where  a  lady  is 
in  question  ihe  custom  in  the  West  is  to  consult 
her  wishes  before  everything,  and  if  in  obeying 
that  custom  I  unwillingly  caused  inconvenience 
to    a   male    fellow-passenger,    I    should    be  the 
first    to  crave  his  indulgence.     May  I   be  per 
milted  lo  let  the  matter  rest  there,  asking  your 
readers  to   judge  how   far  I  am   likely  to  have 


exaggerated  or  misconstrued  ihe  incident,  and 
begging  ihem  also  to  consider  the  feelings  of- 
man  who  found  himself  obliged,  with  his  wife, 
to  leave,  under  such  cii  curostances,  the  rail- 
way caniage  in  which  they  had  sealed  them- 
selves, and  in  which  they  had  an  unqueslion- 
ble  right  to  Iravel  to  llieir  journey's  end.  You 
will  note,  Mr.  Edilor,  that  the  intei  vention  of  a 
Soshi  armed  with  a  sword-cane  is  admitted.  That 
appeais  to  me  to  be  ihe  really  serious  fealuie 
of  the  occurrence  ;  serious,  above  all,  for  the 
reputation  of  the  Japanese  themselves,  a  con- 
sideration that  I  claim  lo  have  at  heart.  For  ihe 
rest,  I  am  sure  that  those  whose  good  opinion  I 
value  will  nol  expect  me  to  defend  myself  against 
the  ii  relevant  chai  ges  preferred  in  your  columns  by 
anonymous  correspondents. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obedient  seivant, 

F.  E.  FREESE. 
Yokohama,  March  131I1,  1894. 

[The  moderation  shown  by  Mr.  Freese  in  the  above  letter  is  the 
most  convincing  and  dignified  answer  he  could  make  to  his 
assailants.  We  agree  with  him  as  to  the  kindliness  of  letting 
the  matter  rest  where  it  is,  but  our  own  duty  requires  that  we 
should  publish  the  statement  furnished  by  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro  to 
the  vernacular  press : — 

On  the  7th  (5th  ?)  instant  I  started  for  Osaka 
by  train  fiom  Shinbashi.     When  we  arrived  at 
Yokoha  ma,  I  wo  foreigners,  appai  en  tly  a  mai  1  ied 
couple  and    missionaries,  entered  the  second- 
class  carriage  in  which  we  were  riding,  and  soon 
afterwards  the  train  started.     Il  was  very  cold 
and  a  strong  wind   was  beating  against  the 
windows  of  the  carriage.     Moreover,  I  was  suf- 
fering  from   an    incipient    cold.      On  leaving 
Shinbashi,  therefoie,  I  had  closed  the  windows 
and  was  using  the  feet- warmer.     For  some  rea- 
son ihe  foieigner,  indifferent  lo  the  cold  air  and 
the  violent  wind,  opened  not  oulyone  bul  two  of 
ihe  windows,  so  lhat  Ihe  bitter  wind  blew  into  the 
carriage.    Unable  to  bear  the  cold,  I  closed  ihe 
window  nearest  lo  the  lady  whom  I  judged  to  be 
the  foi  eigner's  wife.    Thereupon,  for  some  lea- 
son  or  oilier,  llie  foreigner  opened  it  again,  and 
as  llie  wind  was  siill  blowing  in,   I  again  1  ose 
and    shut   the    window.      The    foieigner  now 
changed  places  with  his  wile  and  opened  the 
window  for  the  thiid  time.    I  consideied  that  his 
behaviour  was  very  impolite,  and  I  should  have 
liked  lo  remonstrate  with  him,  bul  being  unable 
lo  speak  a  foreign  language,  I  could  only  rise 
again    and    close   the    window.     He,  however, 
persisted  in  opening  it  again,  and  so  we  wenl  on 
opening  and  closing  it  up  to  four  or  five  limes. 
Meanwhile,  the  liain  aiiived  al  some  staliou, 
ihe  name  of  which  I  have    foigotlen,   and  the 
foieigner,  addressing    me  in  broken  Japanese, 
bade  me  leave  the  cai  1  iage.  I  answered,  "  Leave 
ihe  caniage  youiself,  1  allier,"  and  at  lhat  he 
called  a  railway  official  and  began  lo  make  some 
complaint  to  him.     The  official  asked  me  my 
name,   and   I   replied  that  I  was  Oi  Kentaro, 
adding: — "The  feet-waimeis  are   put  in  hei  e 
for  the  comfoit  of  tiavelleis  and  lo  enable  them 
to    avoid   the  cold.     What    cause,   then,  can 
there    be  lo    open    the  windows  on    a  bitter 
day    like    this    with    such    a    wind    blowing  ? 
If  this  foieigner  is  so  fond  of  the  cold,  pul  him 
in  another  carriage,  please."     The  official  then 
removed  ihe  foieigner  and  his  wife  to  another 
cairiage,   and   nothing    more    passed  between 
them  and  me.     But  I  obsei  ve  lhat  the  foreigner 
has  addressed  lo  llie  Japan  Mail  a  letter  in 
which  he  says  that  I  "  stamped,"  and  that  a 
soshi  of  mine,  wilh  a  fierce  mien  and  a  half- 
drawn  sword-cane,  exercised  intimidation.  I 
did  not  stamp  my  feet  :  there  was  no  reason  for 
me  to  do  so.      Neither  did  any  soshi  of  mine 
come  up  with  a  half-drawn  sword.     What  hap- 
pened was  simply  that  while  I  was  con  vei  sing 
with  the  railway  official  at  the  station,  a  student 
of  mine  who  was  riding  in  the  next  cai  1  iage, 
hearing  the  noise,  came  to  the  outside  of  ihe 
carriage  window  and  asked  what  was  the  matter. 
I  replied,  "  Nothing,  go  back  to  your  carriage," 
wheieiipon  he  went  back. 

Our  duty,  we  say,  obliges  as  to  publish  the  above,  because, 
having  criticized  Mr.  Freese's  action  in  opening  two  win- 
dows in  a  railway  carriage  on  a  wet  windy  day,  without 
previously  consulting  his  fellow-passengers,  we  have  now  in 
justice  to  note  that  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro,  according  to  his  own 
story,  closed  a  window  whi,ch  he  had  seen  Mr,  Freese  open, 
and  did  not,  before  closing  it,  make  any  reference  whatever 
to  Mr.  Freese.  That  was  a  marked  act  of  rudeness.  We  have 
also  to  note  that  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro,  according  to  his  own 
story,  said  to  Mr.  Freese: — "  Kisama  koso  hoka  ye  ike."  Every 
Japanese  knows  the  extreme  rudeness  of  such  a  form  of 
.speech.  When  men  become  involved  in  a  hot  altercation  one 
does  not  expect  them  to  employ  graces  of  diction,  but  if  Mr. 
Oi  Kentaro  addressed  a  fellow-passenger  as  Kisama,  a  fellow- 
passenger  whom,  according  to  his  own  slory,  he  believed  to 
be  a  missionary,  he  must  choose  between  the  imputations  of 
either  having  lost  his  temper  or  being  an  exceedingly  dis- 
courteous person.  All  this,  however,  is  a  matter  of  small 
consequence.  It  matters  little  to  the  public  what  were  the 
exact  incidents  of  such  a  dispute.  The  important  element, 
as  Mr.  Freese  justly  notes,  is  the  Soshi  with  a  sword-cane. 
In  the  interests  of  the  nation  we  sincerely  trust  that  the 
Government  will  take  steps  to  interdict  the  carrying  of  sword 
canes  altogether.—  Ed.  J.M.I 


March  17,  1S94.J 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


333 


GOWN'S  rftKATISE. 


TO  T 11 K   EDITOR  OF  THE  "JAPAN  MAIL." 

DkakSir, — Will  you  kindly  publish  iheconieitis 
of  llit;  enclosed  post-card  as  a  good  many  in  Japan 
ait-  looking  foi  the  woi  k  to  wliicli  il  i  efei  s,  Gottin's 
full  1 1  ealise. 

You  will  oblige  Others  and  yOUl'R  truly, 

WILLIAM  N.  NO  YES. 

Maebashi,  March  7th,  1S94. 

Central  School  of  Foreign  Tongues,  4  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.  January  25th,  i8<>4- 
Oh»r  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  if  the  Seriey 
Method,  I  regret  10  have  to  inform  von  that  the  Scries  are  copia 
right  ami  arc  not  yet  published,  ihe  only  method  of  outainlitt 
them  will  be  to  take  a  Course  of  Training  Lessons,  or,  if  tr  o 
is  not  practicable,  your  better  plan  will  be  to  send  a  teacheng- 
us  to  be  trained. 

1  am,  Dear  Sir,  yours  faithfullv,  L.  Gvs,  Secretar  y. 


MISSIONARIES  AT  HOME  AND 
ABROAD." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  giant  a  little  space  for 
a  clipping  from  The  Standard  of  Chicago, — issue 
of  February  8lh,  1894, — which  will  serve  to  set 
Dr.  Mabie  right  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  wish 
well  to  missionary  effoit?  The  clipping  is  found 
in  "  Items  Personal,"  and  is  as  follows:  — 

Dr.  H.  C.  Mabie,  in  a  private  note  says  : — "  As 
to  the  wholesale  and  vicious  use  made  of  my  dis- 
cussion on  self-suppoi  t  at  the  late  New  Y01U 
meeting,  I  have  this  to  say  :  It  is  the  most  out- 
tageous  perversion,  having  for  its  basis  a  single 
incident  which  I  mentioned,  as  indicating  a  ten- 
dency that  we  wei  e  to  avoid.  I  did  not  use  the 
word  'extravagant'  at  all,  we  were  of  course 
discussing  principles;  sometimes  supposing  cases. 
These  suppositions  cases  were  seized  upon  by 
the  lepoiler  of  the  Herald;  and  so  it  has  gone 
broadcast.  My  comfort  is  this,  '  Fret  not  thy  self 
because  of  evil-doers.'  " 

From  these  words  I  thinU  il  can  be  said  safely 
that  Dr.  Mabie  does  not  contend  for  any  such 
living  "  down  to  the  absence  of  civilization  in  the 
countries  wheie  they  work"  on  the  part  of  mis- 
sionaries, as  the  telegram  quoted  in  the  Mail  of 
Mauh  3<d  wishes  us  to  believe. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A  Lover  of  the  Truth. 

March  13th,  1894. 


FALSE  RELIGIONS." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — The  article  in  the  Japan  Weekly  Mail, 
Feb.  17,  signed,  *'  J.  H.  De  F."  and  dated  Jan.  30th, 
attracted  my  attention  and  interested  me  gieatly, 
and  although  this  wi  iling  has  been  delayed  beyond 
the  time  when  I  had  hoped  to  send  it,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  my  dissent  from  the  views 
of  the  article,  which  seems  to  give  an  erroneous 
impression  of  the  position  of  Christianity  in  re- 
lation to  the  other  religious  of  the  world. 

The  writer  of  the  article  thinks  that  this  relation 
is  not  that  of  the  only  true  religion  toward  all 
others  as  false,  but  lhat  of  ihe  perfect  religion 
towards  all  others  as  far  inferior. 

I  should  make  no  objections  to  the  writer's 
holding  such  a  view  or  publicly  staling  it  on  his 
own  authority  ;  but  when  he  calls  the  special  at- 
tention of  non-Christian  readers,  and  appeals 
to  the  high  authority  of  Christ  and  his  apostles, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  arguments  adduced  should 
not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  a  closer  ex- 
amination. 

The  first  part  of  the  article  sets  forth  the  fact 
that  many  Chiistian  thinkers  hold  liberal  views 
towards  other  faiths.  This  statement  I  have  no 
wish  to  dispute.  It  is  true.  I  fancy  that  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  hold  the  old  views  is  still  somewhat 
grealer  than  the  wiiler  affirms,  but  this  must  al- 
ways be  largely  a  matter  of  private  estimate. 

The  point  of  piime  impoitance,  however,  is  not 
whether  some  or  all  modern  thinkers  adopt  this 
standpoint,  but  whether  in  so  doing  they  are  in 
harmony  with  the  Word  of  God. 

"J.  H.  De  F-" recognizes  this  truth, and  according- 
ly represents  his  position  as  lhat  of  the  Bible.  This 
appeal  to  Scripture  is  divided  (although  not  formal- 
ly) into  two  parts,  the  first  of  which  is  the  statement, 
on  page  221,  lhat  Christ  and  his  apostles  never  used 
such  terms  as  false,  heathen,  or  pagan  in  regard  lo 
other  religions.  This  statement  I  shall  examine 
presently.  Laying  it  aside  for  the  moment,  let  us 
hasten  on  lo  the  extraordinary  argument,  on  p. 
222,  lhat  the  Greak  word  for  true  (aXr)$ivos)  as  ap- 
plied to  God  in  the  New  Testament,  and  specific- 
ally in  Jno.  17.8,  I  Thess.  1. 9,  and  I  Jno.  5.20,  is 


not  to  be  understood  as  opposed  to  false,  but  to 
imperfect  or  inferior* 

Ol  the  (exts  quoted,  I  Thess.  1.9  is  the  niosl 
important,  for  in  it  alone  is  the  God  of  the 
Bible  directly  contrasted  with  other  gbctl.  This 
text  readkfi  "Ye  tinned  unlo  God  horn  idols 
to  serve  a  living  and  true  («i\r/.&m5j)  God. 
Now,  since  |.  H.  De  F.  says  that  il  was  with 
"  rental  kable  carefulness"  thai  Paul  used  this 
woid  &\n$iv6s,  which  designates  lhat  opposed  to 
it  as  imperfect,  instead  of  «\>/^//J,  which  would 
stamp  is  as  false,  we  may  ill  all  fairness  substitute 
these  expi  essions  in  the  text,  and  we  find  that 
what  Paul  meant  to  say  was: — "Ye  have  turned 
unto  God  fro'm  inferior  (vague  Or  imperfect) 
Gods,  to  serve  a  living  and  pei  feet  God. 

The.  wi  iter  thus  asserts  thai  Paul  puiposely 
chose  the  word  aXt)$ii'6s  in  01  der  thereby  to  leave 
room  for  the  actual  existence  of  other  gods.  So 
monstrous  an  interpretation  might  pethaps'be  lelt 
to  refute  itself,  did  not  the  writer's  treatment  of 
the  word  a\rj$tv6s  call  for  criticism  too  loudly  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence. 

It  is  quite  correct  lhat  the  English  word  true  is 
the  translation  of  two  Greek  woids,  aXr)$tv(')S ,  and 
u\r)§!is,  and  thai  the  latter  is  somewhat  the 
stronger  word  of  the  two.  Undoubtedly,  also, 
a\ri$tv6s  is  sometimes  used  in  a  sense  in  which  it 
cannot  be  opposed  to  false  or  deceptive,  but  is 
rather  to  be  contrasted  with  vague  or  imperfect. 
It  is  so  used  in  Heb.  8,2,  where  Christ  is  called 
a  minister  of  the  tine  (a\r]§iv6s}  -labeinacle 
as  distinguished  from  the  typical  one  of  the  Old 
Dispensation.  So  also  in  Heb.  9  24,  although 
ihe  meaning  of  the  word  in  Jno.  1.9  is  not 
so  clear,  it  certainly  seems  best  to  contrast  il 
here  with  vague  or  imperfect  rather  then  false,  as 
brought  out  by  the  commentators  quoted.  Il 
would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose,  if  the  writer 
had  quoted  scholarly  opinions  on  the  use  of  the 
woid  aXrj^ivoS  as  applied  to  God  in  Jno.  17.3,  I 
Thess.  1.9,  and  I  Jno.  5. 20,  for  it  cannot  be  taken 
for  granted  that  a  word  is  always  used  in  the 
same  sense. 

And,  in  fact,  J.  H.  De  F.  is  entirely  mistaken 
in  asserting  lhat  the  word  aXrjS'ivos  is  never  con- 
trasted with  false."  Il  is  so  used  in  Jno.  19.35, 
wheie  after  the  incident  of  the  water  and  the 
blood  issuing  from  the  side  of  Jesus  has  been 
related,  the  veracity  of  the  narrative  is  tiius 
solemnly  affirmed  : — And  he  that  hath  seen  hath 
borne  witness,  and  his  witness  is  true  (aXr]$tv6s) 
and  he  knowelh  that  he  saith  true,  lhat  ye  may 
believe."  It  is  used  unmistakably  in  the  same 
sense  in  Jno.  4.37,  Rev.  3.14,  21. 5,  22.61  and  less 
clearly  in  Rev.  19  9. 

So  characteristic  is  it  for  this  word  aXr)$u/6s  to  be 
applied  to  witness  or  testimony,  that  Cremer's 
Biblico. — Theological  Lexicon  (3rd  Ed.  p.  84) 
says: — "When  not  iiufrequently  the  witness  itself  is 
designated  aX?j'S)jX  it  is  due  to  a  weakened  use  of 
aXrjSrjS  in  ihe  sense  of  a.Xri$it/6s,  as  is  clear  fi  om 
Classic  Greek  and  the  LXX."  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  u\r]$iv6s  is  ihe  ordinary  and  natural 
word  lo  use  when  speaking  oT  testimony.  But  the 
antithesis  to  true  testimony  is  not  vague  01  imper- 
fect, but  false,  lying  testimony. 

The  same  word  is  (according  to  Cremer)  used 
in  Classic  Gi  eek  to  distinguish  genuine  silver  from 
Ihe  counterfeit.  Accordingly,  this  authority  defines 
aXrjBivoS  (p.  86)  as  "  that  which  does  not  deceive." 

Robinson's  New  Testament  Lexicon  defines 
aXriSivoS  as  "  true,  as  conformed  to  the  nature  and 
reality  of  things,  not  false." 

Liddell  and  Scotl's  Greek  Lexicon  gives  as  the 
first  meaning  of  this  word,  "agreeable  to  truth, 
truthful,  honest,"  and  quotes  Demosthenes  as  so 
using  it,  although  it  does  not  cite  the  passage. 

Since,  then,  the  word  aXr)$iv6s  has  two  meanings, 
one  opposing  it  to'  vague,  imperfect,  or  typical ; 
and  the  other  to  false,  deceptive  and  counterfeit, 
can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  which  meaning  it  bears 
when  applied  to  God?  The  question  answeis 
itself.  To  assert  that  God  is  lo  be  called  aXrjStvos 
as  distinguished  from  idols,  not  in  the  sense  of  true 
as  opposed  to  false,  but  of  the  perfect  God  as 
against  all  others  of  an  inferior  order,  is  to  asseit 
by  implication  the  actual  existence  of  other  gods. 

Surely  this  is  a  strange  statement  to  come  from 
a  Christian  scholar.  Of  course,  the  writer  does 
not,  cannot  mean  it,  but  it  is  plainly  what  he  says 
and  lhat  whereon  he  builds  his  plea.  If  his  mono- 
theism is  to  be  saved  il  must  be  at  Ihe  expense  of 
the  intelligibility  and  force  of  the  entire  argument. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  Christian  men  should 
hesitate  to  apply  the  adjective  false  to  other  sys- 


•  It  would  require  too  much  space  to  reproduce  the  argument 
here,  but  if  the  reader  will  turn  to  his  file  of  Japan  Weekly  Mail 
he  can  convince  himself  that  I  am  not  misrepresenting  the 
writer's  position. 

t  All  the  texts  quoted  in  this  article  are  from  the  Revised 
Version, 


tents  of  faith  and  worship,  foi  ill  them  thine  may 
he  much  lhat  is  good,  but  ceitainly  it  is  going  too 
far  to  feel  ihe  same  hesitation  in  reference  to  the 
idolatrous  abominations  which  are  condemned 
from  ihe  beginning  of  the  Bible  lo  the  end  in  the 
billeiest  and  most  unspai  ing  teims. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  statement  thai  Cluist 
and  his  apostles  never  used  the  terms  pagan, 
heathen,  etc.  It  is  true  that  these  woi  ds  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Revised  Version  of  the  New 
Testament.  We  can  avoid  the  use  of  these  offen- 
sive woids  in  English,  for  we  have  the  synonyms 
gentile  and  ethnic.  But  will  any  one  affitm  that 
this  distinct  ion  exists  in  the  New  Testa  ine  11 1  Greek? 
What  is  the  difference,  pi  ay,  between  heathen 
pagan,  gentile,  and  ethnic  when  we  go  back  to 
ihe  original?  By  how  many  GieeU  woids  can 
these  four  English  terms  be  rendered?  [a  there 
more  I  ban  one  root,  viz.,  t  SvoS,  iSftnos,  01  iSvtKibs 
as  a  noun,  adjective,  or  adveib  may  happen  lo 
be  requited  i  In  view  of  the  fact  lhat  this  word 
and  no  other  is  constantly  used  in  ihe  Bible  to  de- 
signate those  who  ate  not  woishippers  of  the  tint* 
God,  I  should  like  to  known  by  what  authority 
any  one  can  say  that  Christ  and  his  apostles  never 
used  such  words  as  heathen  and  pagan.  Es- 
pecially does  this  question  ai  ise  when  we  notice 
that  this  term  is  coupled  by  our  Loid  in  Math. 
6.7,  and  18.17;  hy  P^1  '»  I  Cor.  5.1  (R.V.), 
10.20,  Eph  4.17  ;  and  by  Peter  in  I  Peter  4.3  with 
just  such  circumstances  of  folly  and  wickedness 
as  belong  lo  our  English  conception  of  heathen  in 
its  most  offensive  form. 

One  statement  made  by  "  J.  H.  De  F."  is  quite 
correct.  The  words  "false  religion"  cannot  be 
found  in  the  Bible.  But  the  same  thought  is  ex- 
pressed in  other  words  more  than  once. 

Before  presenting  Scripture  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, it  may  be  well  to  define  what  I  mean  by  a 
false  1  eligion,  lest  we  should  be  found  disputing 
about  words.  When  I  say  lhat  a  religion  is  false, 
I  do  not*mean  that  there  is  no  truth  in  it,  or  that 
it  never  has  done  any  good.  Nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  do  I  assert  that  a  system  is  free  from  en  or 
when  I  acknowledge  is  to  be  a  true  religion.  As  a 
Protestant,  I  believe  lhat  there  is  much  error  in 
the  leaching  of  the  Roman  Catholic  chinch,  but  I 
should  not  ventuie  to  call  il  a  false  religion. 
When  I  say  that  a  religion  is  false,  I  mean  that  it 
fails  in  the  essential  elements  of  religion.  This  re- 
quires a  definition  of  religion,  which  is  not  easy, 
but  I  think  we  should  all  agree  that,  from  the 
Chi  istian  stand-point,  at  least,  a  true  religion  is 
one  that  leads  us  to  a  knowledge  of  God,  teaches 
us  how  we  may  acceptably  worship  him,  and  shows 
us  how  we  may  obtain  everlasting  life.  The  last 
two  clauses  are  really  specifications  already 
contained  in  the  fit st.  The  doctrine  of  God  is  the 
essential  element  in  religion. 

Accordingly,  all  religions  may  be  classed  as 
polytheistic  or  monotheistic.  The  polytheistic 
faiths  have  almost  invariably  an  exoteric  develop- 
ment as  gross  idolatry,  and  an  esoteric  one  as 
pantheistic  philosophy.  Historically  they  appear 
in  the  wot  ship  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and,  among  a 
host  of  others,  in  modem  Brahminism  and  Bud- 
dhism. 

The  Apostle  Paul  has  forever  pronounced  the 
verdict  of  Christianity  upon  all  polytheistic  faiths 
in  the  first  chapter  of  Romans,  where  he  says  (vs. 
21-25)  :— Knowing  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as 
God  neither  gave  thanks ;  but  became  vain  in  their 
imaginations,  and  their  foolish  lieai  t  was  darken- 
ed. Professing  themselves  to  be  wise,  they  became 
fools,  and  changed  the  glory  of  the  incori  uptible 
God  for  the  likeness  of  an  image  of  corruptible 
man,  and  of  birds  and  four-footed  beasts  and 
creeping  things. 

"  Wherefore  God  gave  them  up  in  the  lusts  of 
their  heatts  unto  uncleanness,  that  their  bodies 
should  be  dishonoured  among  themselves  •  for  that  . 
they  exchanged  the  truth  of  God  for  a  'lie,  and  ' 
worshipped  and  served  the  creatine  more  than 
the  creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever,  Amen." 

However  high  a  pantheistic  faith  may  rise,  it 
can  never  go  higher  than  its  essential  principle,  the 
worship  of  the  creature  rather  than  the  creator, 
hich  Paul  calls  exchanging  the  truth  of  God  for 
a  lie.  The  same  apostle  says  (1  Cor.  10.20):—"  But 
this  I  say,  that  the  things  which  the  Gentiles 
sacrifice,  they  sacrifice  to  devils  and  not  to  God." 

A  monotheistic  non-Christian  faith  existed  at 
the  time  when  the  New  Testament  was  wn'tlen  in 
the  anti-Christian  Judaism,  and  another  has  since 
appeared  in  Mohammedanism.  Surely  if  we  might 
expect  that  the  apostles  should  have  been  consi- 
derate towards  any  religion,  it  would  be  Judaism, 
which  had  in  it  so  much  genuine  Divine  truth. 
Yet  this  is  what  the  apostle  John  has  to  say  about 
the  Jewish  teacher  of  his  day,  and  it  must  apply 
equally  to  the  rabbi  of  the  present: — "  Who  is  a 
liar  bul  he  that  denieth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ?" 
This  denial  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  is  the  essential 
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principle  of  Judaism,  and  also  of  Mohammedanism, 
as  opposed  10  Christianity. 

To  all  this  may  finally  be  added  llie  solemn 
words  of  the  apostle  Paul.  "  But  though  we  01  an 
angel  from  heaven  should  preach  any  oilier  gospel 
unto  you  than  that  which  we  preached  unto  you, 
let  him  be  anathema."  Such  words  from  the  man 
who  was  willing  to  become  all  things  to  all  men 
that  by  any  means  he  might  save  some,  may  per- 
haps be  called  "  rude,"  or  the  terrible  peal  fi  om  the 
apostle  of  love  may  be  denounced  as  "  unloving, 
but  certainly  nothing  from  such  a  source  can  be 
*' un-Christian."  And  neither  are  we  un-Christian 
when  we  follow  their  example  and,  in  upholding 
the  honour  of  the  one  true  God  and  the  only  true 
religion,  denounce  all  others  as  false. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERTUS  PIETERS. 

Nagasaki,  March  10,  1894. 


ER. 


Er,  laid  on  the  pyre,  revived  on  the  twelfth  day  and  told  what 
he  had  seen  ;  for  the  judges  sent  him  as  a  messenger  to  men 
concerning  those  things. — Plato, 

Muffled  the  words  of  the  last  Goodbye,  read  o'er 

the  lowered  shell, 
Came  down  through  a  mile  of  granite  vault  to 

where  by  the  gates  of  Hell 
The  deathless  wraith  of  the  lifeless  Er  confronted 

the  awful  Twain, 
Who  sit  in  the  nave  of  Gehenna's  cave,  judging 

the  sons  of  Cain. 
He  stood  with  a  jaunty  pose  and  a  free, — for  they 

of  the  Soulless  East 
Reck  little  of  man  or  devil,  and  of  God  Almighty 
•  least, —  1  j 

Nor  marked  he  how  sinners'  sweating  feet  had 

furrowed  the  rock  like  clay, 
As  he  lounged  at  the  Bar  where  no  bottles*are,  but 

a  lifetime's  chits  to  pay. 
Then  fearless  he  gazed  in  his  judges'  eyes  and  he 

read  all  his  past  therein, 
A  record  as  clean  as  most,  and  naught   that  he 

knew  for  a  deadly  sin  ; 
But  Minos  took  of  that  angels'  ink  that  once  blazed 

in  Belshazzar's  hall, 
And  traced  a  name  in  letters  of  flame  that  hissed 

on  the  cozy  wall. 
Loud  laughed  the  man,  and  " 'Twas  but  a  git  1,  a 

native  wench,"  quoth  he, 
"With  never  a  sense  above  dollars  and  pence. 

An  ye  hold  that  a  sin,  pardie, 
You'll  swamp  Hell's  coals  with  a  flood  of  souls, 

damned  for  that  self-same  jest, — 
A  jest  the  wide  woild  over,  barring  the  Bunkum 
West." 

The  Devil  heard  and  chortling  clawed  at  his  prey 

through  the  flowing  grille, 
But  Minos  rebuked  his  indecent  haste,  and  spoke 

to  the  man  his  will : 
"If  no  thought  of  mother  or  wedded  wife  hath 

taught  thee  such  ways  be  sin, 
Not  ceons  of  forced  draught  furnace  flames  would 

brand  thee  '.hat  knowledge  in. 
Go  back,  blind  spirit,  to  earth  again,  and  lodge 

in  that  woman's  breast, 
And  read  in  the  scroll  of  her  innermost  soul,  and 

view  with  her  eyes  thy  jest. 
Swing,  wheel  of  Metempsychosis,  swing!  speed, 

soul,  thy  appointed  course, 
Reborn  for  a  spell  in  a  living  hell  till  thou  win  to 

the  goal,  Remorse." 
Then  sojourned  his  soul  in  Iters  through  the  last 

tragic  act  of  her  fiail  career, 
Till  the  curtain  dropped  on  her  graveyard  scene, 

and  she  stood  in  the  Caves  of  Fear, 
And  Minos  marked  the  pair  where  they  douched, 

communing  soul  with  soul  : 
"Thou  hast  seen  the  weeds  she  reaped  of  thy 

deeds,"  said  he,  "  hast  thou  found  the  goal  ?" 
But  the  girl  broke  in  :    "  By  Confucius'  la.v  I  was 

doomed,  foiedoomed  to  the  yoke. 
Wages  of  death?    Nay,  wages   of  life   for  my 

starving  folk. 
He  deserves  no  curse.    I  lived  to  fare  worse;  and 

but  that  he  heaid  my  cry, 
I  had  fallen  straight  from  heaven's  gale  down  to 

the  brimstone  Y." 
But  the  man's  soul  paused  in  wavering  doubt,  and 

lits  head  was  still  bowed  on  his  breast, 
Ashe  said:  "  I  ween,  'twas  no  deadly  sin,  but, 

God  wot,  'twas  no  lively  jest." 
And  Minos  spake:    Again  go  back;  thou  win- 
nest  the  goal  in  lime. 
Reborn  to  the  name  of  the  son  of  thy  shame,  go 

view  with  his  eyes  thy  crime." 
Er  groaned,  hut  the  woman  prayed  :  "  Me  too,  let 
me  go  to  my  bairn,  good  sirs." 


And  they  went,  the  twain,  and  they  came  again 

and  the  third  soul  came  with  theirs. 
And  the  lad  stood  up  and  cursed  the  two  who  had 

made  him  the  victim  of  shame, 
And  sent  him  a  half-caste,  bastard  thing  to  be 

mocked  with  the  pariah's  name. 
Then  the  man,  bowed  down  with  remorse  new 

found,  said  slowly  in  fear:  I  have  sinned, 
"  And  now  I  must  go  to  a  double  woe, — the  gar- 
goyle demons  gi  iuned, —  ' 
To  the  fiie  unquenched  that  shall  wrap  me  round 

through  all  the  eleinilies, 
And  the  worm  Remorse  that  shall  riddle  my  corse 

in  a  death  where  nothing  dies." 
But  Rhadamanthus  raised  him  up  and  answered  : 
Nay,  my  son,  , 
Thou  art  given  remorse  to  nerve  thy  soul  tor  llie 
work  that  must  yet  be  done. 
Go  back  once  more,  be  the  Er  of  yore,  and  preach 

of  the  Nether  Cave, 
And  He  that  hath  power  to  raise  thee  up  hath 

also  the  power  to  save." 
Then,  even  as  when  at  the  organ  bent  the  deaf 

Beethoven  laid. 
His  clenched  left  hand  on  the  shuddeiing  bass 

while  his  right  hand  sweetly  played, 
There  came  from  the  upper  choirs  a  song  that  rose 

with  triumphant  swell, 
But  the  Devil  sang  to  his  anvil's  clang  in  curses 
that  jarred  through  Hell. 


REVIEW. 


Die  Psychologie  der  Japanischen  Sprache.  Von 

Carl  Munzingkr. 
This   monograph,    the   fifty-third   issue,   in  the 
Mittheilungen   der   Deutschen    Geselhchaft  fur 
Natur-und  Vblkerkunde  Ostasiens,  deserves  espe- 
cial notice,  not  only  for  the  excellent  treatment  its 
author  has  given  his  subject,  but  also  for  the  com- 
paratively novel  and  vei  y  important  point  of  view 
assumed  in  the  subject  itself.    The  well-known 
difficulty  Europeans  find  in  attempting  an  acquisi- 
tion of  the  Japanese  language,  Mr.  Munzinger  be- 
lieves, lies  not  so  much  in  the  language  itself,  either 
in  its  sci  ipt  or  its  grammar,  as   in   the  mistaken 
methods  by  which  it  has  generally  hitherto  been 
studied.     The  Japanese  grammar  is  rather  vei  y 
simple,  he  claims;  grammatically  the  language  so 
far  has  been  very  little  developed.    The  difficulty 
lies  much  more  in  the  thought,   in    the  psychical 
character,  in  the  wholly  unique  kind  and  mode  of 
intellectual  expression  of  an  Antipodean  people,  of 
an  alien  race.    Not  appieciating  this  fact  at  its  full 
worth,  the  authois  of  the  various  text  books  on  the 
Japanese    language  for    foreigners,   though  fur- 
nishing much  helpful  material  for  their  students 
have  failed  to  reach  the  chief  source  of  help.  Prof. 
Chambeilain   in   his  short  chapter  on  Syntax  at 
the  close  of  his  masterly  '•Handbook,"  seems, 
among  all  teachers  hitherto,  to  have  approached 
nearest  the  desired  goal.    To  Mr.  Munzinger  the 
problem  of  commanding  the  Japanese  language  is 
one  of  psychology.  ".We  must  not  make  our  point 
of  departure  that  of  the  grammar  of  any  European 
language  but  the  science  of  the  Japanese  mind. 
The  MittheiUing  before  us  is  a  discussion  of  Ihis 
proposition,  and  an  attempt  to  indicate  the  start- 
ing point  for  the  new  study. 

Japanese  forms  of  speech  are  most  intimately 
connected  with  Japanese  forms  of  thought,  says 
our  author.  History  and  etymology  would  doubt- 
less aid  much  in  making  clear  the  way  to  our 
object  were  they  easily  at  command.  Psychology, 
however,  will  serve  the  same  need  :  and  this  insll  u- 
ment  we  may  use  in  the  consciousness  of  the  Japa 
nese  people  now  around  us.  If  it  is  possible  foi 
us  to  discover  the  stage  in  the  general  evolution 
of  human  thought,  winch  Japanese  thought  oc- 
cupies, and  if  we  aie  able  to  put  ourselves  11 
connection  there  with  the  Japanese  mind,  we 
shall  have  solved  theoretically  and  p.aclically 
the  problem  of  the  Japanese  language  and,  there- 
by, that  of  the  Japanese  mind  in  general.  I  lie 
question  therefore  is  essentially  one  of  psychology 
For  the  answer  we  need  only  a  critical  comparison 
of  the  specifically  Japanese  form  of  thought  with 
thought  as  such.  This,  of  course,  m.ust  be  done 
independently  of  the  special  modes  of  thought 
which  affect  us  in  our  own  languages,  if  we  would 
secure  value  for  the  results  of  our  work. 

The  discussion  which  follows  this  proposition 
can  not  be  reviewed  here.  Mr.  Munzinger 
deals  with  the  Japanese  language,  Us  external 
character  and  inner  texture,  in  many  .elations, 
illustrating  his  statements  with  numerous  strik- 
ing quotations  from  everyday  sptech  which 
make,  to  say  the  least,  exceedingly  interesting 
and  suggestive  leading.  His  exposition  of  the 
use  of  the  particles  ga  and  iva,  the  former  the 
sign  of  the  dominance  of  feeling  in  thought  and 


thus  a  mark  of  rather  primitive  psychical  activity, 
the  latter  the  sign   of    intellection   or  judgment 
and,  thereby,  of  the  ascent  of  thought  to  a  more 
developed  state,  is  well  worth  consideration.  The 
habitual- use  of  the  two  particles  also  shows,  in  our 
author's    judgment,  how   little    in  the  Western 
sense  of  the  word  the  Japanese  speech  is  gramma- 
tical.    It  is  a  language  of  particulars,  the  words 
dependent  upon  special  external  or  internal  condi- 
tions or  circumstance.  'I  he  verb  is  the  part  of  speech 
of  highest  importance  in  the  language.     He  who 
masters    that  masters   the  language.      But,  our 
author  adds,  the  verb  should  be  studied  first  of 
all  in  sentences  which  express  simple  perception 
of  the  things  of  daily  life.     This  method  really 
will  most  closely  connect  a  learner  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Japanese  language  as  a  whole.     The  Japa- 
nese mode  of  expression  is  in  fact  akin  to  that  of 
the  child  mind.    The  child's  manner  of  preception, 
far  moi  e  corresponds  10  that  of  the  Japanese  mind 
than  to  the  more  fully  developed  languages  of  the 
West. 

There  is  danger, however,  in  such  brief  statements 
as  these  just  made,  of  so  presenting  the  positions 
taken  in  an  essay  of  the  novel  quality  of  this  of  Mr. 
Munzinger,  that  they  will  misrepresent  the  author. 
Let  us  therefore  fioni  here  pass  over  the  numerous 
chapters  which  make  up  the  body  of  the  book  and, 
for  the  rest,  summarize  the  results  of  the  argu 
ments  in  them,  much  as  the  author  himself  wiites. 

In  intention,  he  says  in  a  closing  chapter  : — In 
the  Japanese  I  anguage  the  effect  of  a  simple,  uni- 
form (einheitlich)  view  of    the    woild,  diffeient 
from  that  of  the  peoples  of  the  West,  but  intelli- 
gible to  them,  appears.    Japanese  speech  is,  e.g. 
diffuse,  prolix,  for  the  sake  of  clearness  of  sense- 
perception  ;  it  abounds  in  onomaiopoetic  sounds; 
abstract   woids  aie  seldom  used  in  it,  and  in  their 
stead,  as  the  result  of  a  mechanical,  unimaginative 
view  of  the  woi  Id,  conci  ete  foi  ms  of  expression  ai  e 
habitual;  the  verb,  and,   with  it,  action  and  per- 
ception, are  of  so  gieat  importance  that  the  so- 
called  subject  disappeais  befoie  impeisonal  foi  ins 
of  speech;  grammatical  constiuction  harmonizes 
with  a  natural  mode  of  perception;  the  foi  ms  of 
expression    depend    upon    situation    or  circum- 
stance ;    a  question   is   definite;   our  generaliz- 
ing pronouns  are  separated  into  their  component 
parts;  the  numeral  is  made    concrete;  in  con- 
sequence of  a  quick  sensitiveness  for  what  is  par- 
ticular,   special   forms  for   that  which   is  general 
exist;  the  verb  is  distinguished   by  unsurpassed 
fullness  ;  mobility  and  distinctness  are  sought  by 
avoiding  passive  forms  as  much  as  possible  ;  the 
future  tense  and,  with  it,  expressions'  of  "  hope," 
'*  doubt,"  &c,  are  wanting,  while  at  the  same  lime 
"should"  and    "  must  "  are   expressed  in  peri- 
phrasis; subjective  speech  gives  way  decidedly  to 
that  which  is  objective  ;  theie  is  no  abstract  nega- 
tion ;  the  distinction  between  substance  and  acci- 
dent has  not    yet  entered    consciousness,  a  fact 
made  evident  by  the  absence  of  the  adjective  ;  the 
distinction'  between    passive  and  active  reality 
conditions  the  chief  differences  of  the  parts  of  a 
sentence;  all  these  peculiarities  and  many  more 
show  clearly  that  the  spiiit  which  animates  the 
Japanese  language  is  childlike,  undeveloped,  never- 
theless sound  and  noimal,  that  it  is  marked  by 
keen,  active  sense-perception  and  still  remains  on 
the  level  of  concrete  observation  and  naive  feeling, 
having  given    only   timid    glances  towaids  the 
domain  of  absliact  thought.     The  strength  and 
weakness  of  the  Japanese  language  ai  e  the  strength 
and  weakness  special  to  the  stage  of  development 
it  has  reached. 

In  iis  present  form,  Mr.  Munzinger  thinks  that 
this  language  cannot  be  the  beaier  of  modem 
culture.  Those  make  a  mistake  who  suppose  that 
it  can  be  used  in  its  present  form,  as  well  as  a  fo- 
reign language,  to  be  a  medium  for  developed 
science  or  philosophy.  The  Japanese  language 
must  be  advanced  to  a  higher  stage  than  it  now 
occupies.  The  possibility  of  the  needful  improve- 
ment of  the  colloquial  speech  our  essayist  does 
not  doubt.  If  the  language  of  Japan  were 
weak  from  age,  one  might  be  hopeless  concerning 
its  development,  but  it  is  leally  a  child  in  all  the 
naturalness  and  originality  of  childhood,  easily 
developed  and  as  ye"t  but  little  banned.  The 
facility  for  assimilation  characteristic  of  the  Japan- 
ese people  not  only  leads  than  to  appropriate 
Western  culture,  but  already  it  has  helped  them 
to  animate  lifeless  objects  and  abstract  notions  in 
their  language.  The  day  of  full  development  in 
this  direction  may  be  long,  but  it  has  dawned  and 
may  at  last  be  perfected. 

This  monograph  deserves  interested  study  on 
the  part  of  all  who  would  became  familiar  with  the 
Japanese  people  and  their  language.  The  problem 
of  the  mastery  of  this  language  may  not  be  solved 
by  Mr.  Munzinger's  contribution,  but  be  has  in  it, 
I  think,  entered  the  right  path  to  (he  desired  solu- 
tion. Kiause,  a  philosopher  whose  works  are  of 
growing  importance  in  fundamental  psychology, 


March  17,  1894.] 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


335 


once  said  : — "  Thq  language  a  people  always 
corresponds  10  its  life.     Bold  teHect  thetnselyei 

t  ecipr  orally   in   each  otliei  ;  lliey  illuminate  and 

illustiato  ihnn»e|wM  mcJi   in  < I > e  other/'  Ii 

then,  (cachets  of  Japanese  speech  weie  accom- 
plished DBVCbologisIS  ol  ihe  Japanese  piople,  tl  It  - 
(pn-si  ionably  lliey  could  prepare  text  books  which 
would  shed  a  guiding  light  into  the  present  com? 
pai  alive  datkness.  And  yet,  even  with  this  woik 
well  done,  it  still  would  remain  a  question, 
whether  a  man  born  of,  and  reated  under,  the  life 
of  the  West  could  ever  master  the  speech  of  this 
people.  It  is  hy  no  means  certain  thai  linguistic 
evolution  in  genet  al,  has  followed  a  continuous  line 
of  advance,  so  that  a  European  would  have  befoie 
him  only  the  task  of  i  elm  lliltg  to  a  lower  stage  in  the 
elaboration  of  his  own  speech  to  be  at  home 
ill  the  psychological  mood  of  (he  Japanese. 
Language,  for  all  men,  may  have  begun  in  the 
same  manner,  but  in  all  likelihood,  the  point  of 
separation  of  the  thought  and  speech  forms  of 
the  Aiyan  and  of  the  mother  tiibes  of  the 
Japanese,  lies  now  so  far  in  a  piehistoiic  and 
aboriginal  past,  and  the  width  of  differentiation 
I h rough  long  ages,  has  become  so  great  between 
the  descendants  of  these  primitive  tribes,  that  the 
scholars  of  to  day  can  neither  return  to  the  former 
nor  fully  or  actually  bridge  the  chasm  made  by 
the  latter.  The  difference  now  between  the  Aryan 
and  Japanese  languages  is  haidly  so  much  one  of 
degree  as  of  kind.  Mr.  Munzinger  piobably 
points  out  the  best  way  yet  divisable  for  conquer- 
ing the  difficulty,  but  when  all  were  done  as  he  re- 
commends, theie  would  probably  remain  a  separa- 
tion of  domains  so  wide  that  no  inhabitant  of 
one  could  be  fully  at  home  in  the  other.  The 
vaiiaul  and  often  contraiy  modes  of  preceplioti, 
the  upside-down  sequences  of  expression  in  sen- 
tence constructions,  the  different  usages  of  funda- 
mental ideas  to  state  thesame  mode  of  being  and 
action,  necessitate  mental  habits  requiting  op- 
posite psychical  gymnastics  of  such  a  character  that 
one  mind,  could  in  all  probability,  not  master  both. 
Evolution  for  the  Japanese  language  does  not 
pi  omise  that  this  language  will  ever  reach  the  stage 
occupied  by  the  languagesof  Europe.  Transform- 
ation, rather  than  evolution,  seems  to  be  the  method 
by  which  the  Japanese  language  is  to  be  brought 
into  vital  harmony  with  the  tongues  of  the  West, 
or  under  command  of  the  Western  student.  In 
a  large  degree,  it  may  be  said,  the  Japanese  lan- 
guage of  to-day  must  die,  if  it  is  to  have  a  life 
expiessive  of  the  thought  and  culture  of  the 
civilization  now  spreading  over  the  world.  Psy- 
chology may  explain  the  Japanese  language  as 
it  is,  but  when  the  explanation  shall  have  been 
fully  made,  the  language  will  still  remain,  in 
its  present  form,  a  domain  which  the  foreigner 
from  the  West  can  not  make  his  own,  while  yet 
he  continues  to  be  a  loyal  subject  of  the  soul  and 
speech  of  his  native  race  and  tongue.  In  this  re- 
lation as  in  otheis,  a  man  cannot  serve  two  alien 
masters.  Whether  or  not  the  Japanese  people 
and  their  language  will  undergo  the  transfor- 
mation necessary  to  make  both  harmonize  with 
the  people  and  language  of  the  West,  cannot  be 
foretold,  but  the  probability  is  that  such  a  change 
will  come  in  the  course  of  the  ages.  Much  already 
in  "  the  soul  of  the  Far  East  "  and  in  its  expres- 
sion, riecht  nach  Europa  ;  much  more  pi  obably  in 
the  future  will  the  transformation  go  on.  In  the 
probable  civilization  of  the  world  under  one  domi- 
nenl  form  of  civilization,  all  peoples  hitherto 
separated  by  pailicular  psychical  moods  and 
speech  will  slowly  shape  themselves  under  one 
power,  reciprocally  modifying  one  another  in  mood 
and  language,  yet  all  taking  form  chiefly  under  the 
master  power  which  has  initiated  and  will  guide 
the  movement.  However,  Mr.  Munzinger's  mono- 
giaph  is  to  be  welcomed  and  praised  as  a  master- 
ly appioach  to  a  long  recognized  problem  of  great 
difficulty,  and  also  as  can  ying  forward  with  de- 
finite and  useful  purpose,  another,  among  the  many 
praiseworthy  veutui  es  which  have  been  made  by 
Wesleineis  to  undeistand  the  yet  un  in  terpi  eted 
"Character  of  the  Japanese  people,"  and  to  show 
by  what  means  their  unique  language  may  be 
best  brought  within  the  intellectual  possessions  of 
students  from  the  Occident. — Clay  MacCauley. 


ECZEMA. — Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 

The  Publishers'  Circular  announces  that  a 
volume  on  "  Japan,"  by  Dr.  David  Murray,  is 
about  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Unwin's  series  of  "  The 
Story  of  the  Nations."  Dr.  Min  i  ay,  who  ban 
held  an  official  appointment  in  the  Education 
Department  of  the  Japanese  Ministry,  gives,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  features,  a  supplemental  y 
list  of  the  emperois,  the  "  year-pet  iods,"  the 
Shoguns,  and  the  laws  of  Shotoku  Taishi.  The 
volume  will  be  illustrated. 
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An  Aimirkss  dhmvukkd  hy  Mr,  GarKITT 
Dkoi'i-hrs,  to  tub  Graduates  op«tui 

Kkiooi JUK.U  Daigakku,  January  25. 

The  pieseut  stale  of  the  social  01  ganizalion  of 
Etuope  and  Ainei  ica  is,  in  ils  most  distinctive  as 
pects,  a  product  of  that  mighty  explosion,  the 
Fiench  Revolution.  Not  that  this  great  upheaval 
gave  birth  to  the  causes  thai  resulted  in  the  many 
change*  of  the  nineteenth  centuiy;  for  these  causes 
were  long  in  developing,  certainly  extending  bark 
a  hall  centuiy  befoie  the  unloigetable  year  1 789. 
But  the  gieat  Revolution  was  the  practical  expres- 
sion of  what  had  been  before  only  a  geneious 
hope.  Had  the  Revolution  been  slaved  off  in  any 
way  or  had  its  coming  been  more  cleat ly  foreseen 
hy  its  enemies,  our  present  life  would  be  very 
different  from  what  it  is.  Neaily  every  person  in 
Europe  and  America  has  been  affected  by  the  new 
social  ordei.  Someaie  richer  because  of  it  and 
some  pooier.  The  avei  age  individual  intelligence 
has  increased.  Education  has  been  at  woi  k  upon 
larger  numbers,  an  1 ;  above  all  social  ideals  and  prac- 
tices  have  fundamentally  changed.  Indeed,  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  palace  so  magnificent  01  a  hut 
so  humble  in  the  western  world  but  the  life  and  woi  k 
and  thought  of  ils  inmates  have  been  transformed 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree  by  this  hisloiic  event. 

I  wish  now  to  consider  for  a  moment  what  was 
the  essential  pui  pose  of  this  revolution.  What 
ideals  and  feelings  inspiied  its  leaders  to  sacrifice 
willingly  and  sometimes  gladly  their  time,  their 
eneigies,  and  even  their  lives.  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  it  was  a  new  hope  of  the  possibilities  of  libei  ty 
It  was  a  faith  that  if  only  the  ideals  of  the  great 
thinkeis  of  that  age  were  realized,  if  the  old  order 
were  overthrown  and  the  new  introduced,  man's 
whole  being  would  be  elevated  and  ennobled. 
And  lliis  faith  was  not  an  isolated  faith  pos- 
sessed of  a  few  writers  and  scholars,  it  was 
an  enthusiasm  that  possessed  all  classes  and 
all  individuals  who  had  sufficient  intelligence  to 
appreciate  a  new  ideal.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said 
that  every  one  was  influenced  by  it  in  propor- 
tion to  his  capacity  for  thought  and  self  respect. 
There  is  no  greater  mistake  than  to  suppose  that 
the  nobility  and  clergy  of  France  weie  entirely 
indifferent  to  these  liberal  tendencies.  Set  in 
motion  by  an  ardent  set  of  reformers,  the  Cyclo- 
pedists,  Physiocials,  and  the  literary  reformers 
of  the  ancient  regime,  these  ideas  pei  mealed  all 
classes.  The  ideal  was  an  inspiring  one,  and  its 
adherents  did  not  consider  the  obstacles,  the  excep- 
tions, the  inevitable  fi  iction  to  be  encountered.  It 
was  their  belief  that  liberty  would  rejuvenate  the 
world. 

We,  who  stand  with  the  crowded  experience 
of  a  hundred  yeais  and  more  behind  us,  can 
scarcely  comprehend  what  a  hold  this  belief 
in  libeity  had  upon  the  pre-revolutionat  y  minds. 
"  I  think  no  epoch  of  history,"  says  De  Tocque- 
ville,  "  has  seen  on  any  spot  of  the  globe  so 
large  a  number  of  men  so  passionately  devoted 
to  the  public  good,  so  honestly  forgetful  of  them 
selves,  so  absorbed  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
common  interest,  so  resolved  to  risk  all  they 
cheiished  in  life  to  secure  it.  This  it  is  which  gave 
to  the  opening  of  the  year  1789  an  incomparable 
grandeur.  This  was  the  general  source  of  passion, 
courage,  and  patriotism,  fiom  which  all  the  great 
deeds  of  the  Revolution  took  their  rise.  The  scene 
was  a  short  one;  but  it  will  never  depart  from  the 
memory  of  mankind.  The  distance  from  which 
we  look  back  to  it  is  not  the  only  cause  of  its  ap- 
parent greatness;  it  seemed  asgieat  to  all  those 
who  lived  in  it.  All  foreign  nations  saw  it,  hailed  it, 
were  moved  by  it.  There  is  no  corner  of  Euiope 
so  secluded  that  the  glow  of  admiration  and  of  hope 
did  not  reach  it."  Everywheie  people  saw  absurd 
restraints,  and  their  minds  naturally  tinned  to  a 
state  of  society  where  restrictions  did  not  exist. 
The  slate  of  natuie  where  each  individual  followed 
his  untutored  instincts  was  supposed  by  many 
to  be  the  golden  age.  Right  and  wrong  as 
then  explained  were  considered  mere  arbitrary 
distinctions  that  had  no  relation  to  thechaiactei 
of  man.  The  conclusion  was  inevitable  that  the 
evil  state  of  man  was  not  a  resuli  of  his  own 
weakness  but  of  the  foolish  01  ganizalion  of  sociel  y 
Let  but  man  have  fi  ee  development  unti  amnielled 
by  restraints  and  he  would  piactise  the  virtues  as 
easily  as  the  biid  flies  or  the  deer  inns.  'I'll is  is 
why  the  wo  id  liberty  had  such  an  enhancing  sound 
for  the  men  of  a  hundied  yeais  ago.  It  appealed 
to  all  their  noblest  sentiments,  it  diew  011 1  iheir 
best  effoi  ts.  Not  a  cornet  of  Europe  but  wa- 
effected  by  the  new  hope  that  a  millenium  was 
at  hand. 

Over  a  hundred  yeais  have  fled  since  the 
enthusiastic  men  o(  I789  faced  Ihe  great  piobleni 
of  human  libeity,  a  bundled  yeais  filled  with  pio- 


digious  ti  ansfoi  inationn  in  the  civilized  woild. 
And  the  question  I  now  wish  to  ask  if,  what  has 
been  ihe  lusult  of  the  liberty  idea  so  confidently 
piorlauned  in  1789?  Weie  the  men  thai  stood  at 
the  I  In  eshohl  of  the  Re  vol  11 1  ion  to  come  back  lo  life 
and  to  see  our  pieseut  civilization,  with  all  its  lights 
and  shatlows,  with  all  ils  woudeifiil  inventions, 
annihilating  time  and  space,  would  (hey  be  satis- 
fied with  the  1  esulls  of  ihe  movement  lliey  stai  ted  V 
No  doubt  the  nineteenth  centuiy  has  accomplish- 
ed much  it  might  show  them  wiih  pride.  It  might 
point  lo  the  great  economic  development  to  which 
I  have  Already  called  attention.  It  might  point  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  lo  the  comparative 
absence  of  extreme  povei  ty,  or  at  least  of  famines. 
It  could  point  to  the  belter  caie  of  the  weak  and 
helpless,  to  the  wonderful  giowlhol  science  with 
its  manifold  applications  to  ihe  ar  Is  of  healing  and 
of  industry,  to  the  spread  of  popular  education, 
the  newspaper,  and  popular  lileralui  e.  All  these' 
and  mure  might  be  shown  with  piide  that  our 
centuiy  had  not  been  barren  of  great  woik. 

Remembei  ing  all  these  elements  of  pi  ogress, 
and  emphasizing  them  to  the  full,  I  yet  feel  sure 
that  the  fathers  of  the  Fiench  Revolution  would 
to-day  legard  our  civilization  with  a  sense  of  keen 
and  profound  disappointment.  F01  they  expect* 
ed  that  libeity  would  not  only  develope  individual 
entetpiise  and  stimulate  the  motives  of  self- 
interest,  but  that  it  would  also  set  in  motion  a 
natural  benevolence  and  disinterestedness  that 
would  establish  a  human  brotherhood.  They 
looked  for  a  realization  of  peace  and  goodwill  to 
men.  Hear  what  the  great  Turgot  says,  speaking 
of  univei  sal  education  in  a  report  to  the  king  : — "  I 
venture  to  assure  your  majesty  thai  ill  ten  years 
your  people  will  have  changed  out  of  knowledge, 
and  that  by  their  attainments,  by  their  molality, 
and  by  their  enlightened  zeal  for  your  service  and 
for  that  of  the  country,  France  will  be  raised  far 
above  all  other  nations;  children  who  are.  now 
leu  years  of  age  will  then  have  grown  up  as  men 
prepaied  for  the  public  service,  attached  to  their 
country,  submissive,  not  through  fear  but  through 
reason,  to  authority,  humane  to  their  fellow-citizens, 
accustomed  to  recognise  and  to  lespect  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,"  The  leaders  of  that  time 
had  an  undying  faith  in  the  power  of  liberty  lo 
transform  the  human  race.  Says  De  Tocqueville  : — 
"Neither  privation  nor  suffei  ing  extinguished  their 
aidoui.  All  these  private  cal  amities  disappeared 
in  the  eyes  even  of  those  who  suffered  by  them,  in 
the  splendour  of  the  common  enterprise." 

It  is  evident  that  those  men  could  not  help 
leeling  something  like  disgust  for  the  present 
discontents  that  worry  our  Society.  For  in  the 
most  civilized  countries  of  the  woi  Id  we  see  classes 
arraigned  against  each  other.  We  hear  the 
doctrine  openly  proclaimed  that  might  makes 
right,  and  that  it  is  only  the  conflicts  of  selfish 
interests  that  secures  justice  ;  we  see  men  in  high 
public  places  accused  of  peculation  and  of  using 
their  high  positions  for  private  gain  ;  we  see 
most  necessary  and  useful  reforms  waiting  in  vain 
to  be  carried  out— 

"  For  m»n  or  r»ce  is  on  the  downwtrd  path 
Whose  fibre  grows  too  soft  for  honest  wrath,", 

There  is,  I  believe,  a  growing  conviction  that 
the  principle  of  individual  libeity,  as  under- 
stood in  the  past,  has  accomplished  its  best 
woik.  The  present  slate  of  society  is  infinitely 
more  complex  than  that  which  existed  a  hundred 
years  ago,  and  if  one  can  interpret  the  signs 
of  the  times  rightly,  there  can  be  no  question 
but  lhat  we  must  meet  the  new  problems  in  an 
entirely  different  way  from  that  suggested  by  our 
forefathers.  For  after  all  liberty  is  only  a  pre- 
liminary condition  of  growth;  it  must  exist,  it  is 
indispensable  but  it  is  barren  unless  accompanied 
by  the  other  forces,  intellectual,  moral,  and  re- 
ligious, that  make  for  a  true  civilization.  Or, 
shall  I  put  it  this  way?  That  liberty  lo  be  fruitful 
must  be  accompanied  by  certain  obligations  and 
duties  not  less  significant  than  libeity  itself.  Un- 
less it  have  these  accompaniments  planted  deep 
in  the  heart  of  man  and  in  the  very  constitution 
of  society,  it  is  like  one  of  those  fabled  livers  of 
Africa  that  begin  magnificently  but  end  in  a 
desert  sand-bed.  Theie  is  a  new  consciousness  of 
this  hiith  coming  to  (he  woild.  There  is  a  sense 
of  a  new  ei  a  dawning  upon  mankind  animating 
with  ftesh  purposes  all  those  who  are  capable  of 
feeling  the  beltet  impulses  of  society. 

"  The  hislor  y  of  mankind,"  says  Emerson,  "  in- 
terests us  only  as  11  exhibits  a  steady  gain  of  t r  nth 

and  light  ill  llle  incessant  Conflict  which  U  records 
helween  the  material  and  mural  natuie.'  This 
t>  am,  however,  seems  ralhei  In  hy  si  ages  ;  a 
new  principle,  a  new  emotion    acts    upon   Hi'  11  and 

slirs  iheni  up  lo  fresh  endcavout.  Willi  infinite 
labour  and  self-denial  they  are  brought  one  step 
highei  in  ihe  difficult  ascent  ft  11m  which  lo  view 
wiih  clearei  vision  ihe  old  landmarks,. 

H-'w  shall  we  desctibe  lliis  new  consciousness? 
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Is  tliere  any  name  lliat  will  give  its  essence  in  the 
thoughts  of  those  who  feel  it  ?  Some  assert  that 
it  is  a  movement  from  individualism  to  socialism, 
others,  with  still  narrower  vision,  call  it  a  move- 
ment from  piivate  property  to  collectivism,  but 
the  core  of  the  matter  is  perhaps  best  described  as 
a  movement  from  liberty  to  humanity.  I  mean 
we  are  working  out  of  the  stage  where  each 
man  had  to  defend  his  rights  from  despotic 
interference,  to  a  Mage  where  these  being  un- 
questioned, we  all  labour  for  the  common  good 
of  all.  It  was  natural  when  men  were  con- 
stantly suffering  from  an  arbitrary  government, 
that  they  should  fly  for  refuge  to  the  doctrine  of 
individual  rights,  but  is  it  not  clear  that  these 
t  ights  being  secure  man  must  push  on  to  a  higher 
goal?  Is  there  any  benefit,  any  progress,  any 
righteousness  that  more  individual  libeity  could 
give  to  the  world?  Looking  at  man  as  he  is  with 
all  his  weakness  of  aim  and  of  purpose,  does  he 
to-day  need  wider  limits  for  his  activity;  rather 
does  he  not  need  more  insight,  more  direction, 
more  knowledge.  Speaking  for  the  most  civilized 
countries  of  Europe  and  America,  I  am  convinced 
that  we  have  fully  worked  the  good  out  of  this 
principle  of  liberty  and  that  we  now  need  to  take 
a  new  direction. 

Compare  the  principle  of  liberty  with  that  of 
humanity  and  see  how  much  more  potential  is  the 
latter.  We  see,  for  instance,  in  every  country  of 
Europe  and  America,  without  exception,  a  slate  of 
hostility  between  capital  andlabour.  We  see  strikes 
and  lock-outs  following  in  quick  succession  ;  each 
side  using  such  means  as  are  legally,  and  not  in 
frequently  illegally,  within  its  power  to  coerce  the 
other  side.  Scarcely  a  year  passes  but  the  military 
is  called  out  to  preserve  order,  or  rather  to  keep  the 
semblance  of  order.  Fierce  passions  that  lead  to 
boycotting,  to  incendiarism,  even  to  murder,  have 
become  commonplaces  of  the  most  progressive 
countries  of  the  world.  Now  let  me  ask,  is  there 
anyone  so  sanguine  as  to  hope  for  a  belter  r6gime 
for  a  more  just  relation  between  capitalist  and 
labourers,  from  a  more  exact  definition   of  the 


rights  of  each  class  or  each  individual  ?  Is  il  not 
hopeless  on  the  face  of  it  that  the  more  lawyers 
and  legislators  define  and  restrict  these  rights 
the  more  certainly  will  the  passions  of  men  over- 
throw  these  barriers  and  rush  into  conflict  ?  On 
the  contrary,  the  principle  of  humanity  suggests 
a  hundred  means  of  union.  Industrial  partner 
ship,  distributive,  productive,  and  credit  coopera 
tion,  old  age  insurance,  relief  measures,  all  of  these 
and  many  more,  spring  directly  from  this  new 
principle  of  humanity.  Our  hopes,  our  efforts 
are  to-day  directed  to  a  new  channel.  The  State 
is  losing  its  old  political  character  and  is  becoming 
a  means  of  carrying  out  its  share  of  the  new  socia' 
aims. 

I  believe  there  are  necessary  conditions  that 
must  accompany  this  movement  of  humanity,  i 
it  is  to  be  successful.    In  the  first  place  it  must 
be  scientific,  because  the  present  social  conditions 
are  far  more  intricate  and  multiplex  than  those 
of  a  former  age.    We  must  use  the  resources  of 
knowledge  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  ever  before 
For  notice  that  the  problem  of  liberty  was  a  le 
lalively  simple  one,  it  was  to  define  the  limits  of 
individuals  and  of  classes;  the  problem  of 
mar.ity  is  to  discover  the  laws  of  growth.    One,  to 
use  a  technical  expression,  has  to  do  rather  with  a 
static  state,  the  other  with  a  dynamic  state.  And  to 
treat  the  questions  of  to-day  by  the  methods  of 
hundred  years  ago  would  be  in  the  highest  degree 
disastrous.     Take   any    of    the  practical  issues 
of  today  and  what  is  the  ordinary  if  (it  ram  IS 
judgment  of  them  woith  ?    The  present  issues 
do  not  call  for  the  wild  excitement  and  extravagant 
declamation  of  the  movement    for    libeity,  but 
rather  for  the  conscientious  labour  of  the  student 
All  the  resources  of  science  applied  to  these  pro 
blems  will  not  be  sufficient  to  enliiely  escape 
pitfalls;  any  neglect  of  science  will  lead  us  into 
worse  state  than  before.    We  often  hear  it  sal 
to-day,  even  by   the  most  cautious  that  a  social 
revolution  is  surely  coming  before  a  setiled  slate 
can  be  established,  but  I  venluie  to  prophesy  that 
the  next  revolution  of  society  will  be  an  titter" 
barren  one,  so  far  as  useful  results  aie  concerned 
unless  il  be  accompanied  by  all  the  science  that 
the  most  devoted  study  can  afford.    A  revolution 
headed  by  men  who  are  incited  merely  by  a  sei 
of  wrong  is  almost  cei  tain  to  end  in  a  violent  i 
action,  against  which  the  pi  ogi  essive  forces 
strike  in  vain. 

In  the  second  place  the  new  movement  must  be 
moral.  By  this  I  mean  that  we  must  apply  our 
principles  in  the  belief  that  the  foundations  of 
society  aie  ethical  and  the  ends  of  sociey  are 
ideal.  The  old  movement  for  libeity  and  the  .new 
movement  for  humanity  are  at  first  blush  identical 
in  this  respect.  The  men  of  a  hundred  years  ago 
invoked  justice  with  as  much  sinceiity  as  their 
posterity,  but  after  all  their  conceptions  of  justice 
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had  been  warped  by  the  old  injustice.    They  were 
too  deeply  stirred  by  the  sense  of  wrong  to  dis- 
passionately consider  the  claims  of  justice,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  lliey  established  individual 
ghts,  as.  against  the  danger  of  political  inter- 
erence.    But  the  moral  pin  pose  of  the  present 
movement  is  much  wider.    Il  aims  to  establish  as 
r  as  possible  just  social  relations  between  men  ; 
rather  to  stimulate  the  obligations  and  duties  of 
each  to  all  than  to  define  the  legal  limits  within 
which  one  may  pass  a  selfish  existence.    For  just- 
ice is  not  satisfied  when  it  merely  puts  a  boundary 
to  leckless  and  wilful  acts,  but  its  aim  is  to  draw 
oser  the  bonds  lhal  unite  all  things  human  and 
spread    to  all   men   the   useful    and  loveable 
things  of  life.     Our  age  is  still  in  the  infancy 
f  civilization.     How  we  still  laud  the  virtues  ol 
udacious  and  unscrupulous  success,  and  admiie 
Ihe  energy  of   those  who  gain  riches  at  any  cost. 
How  much  time  is  spent  in  reading  the  accounts 
savage     and     silly    amusements,  malicious 
scandals,  and   idle  gossip.      One  is  almost  sm- 
prised  lo-day  to  find  the  faithful,  the  honourable, 
the  charitable  in  high  places.     Now  the  new  move- 
ment is  sliued  by  a  deeper  impulse.    Il  wishes 
to  emphasise  the  best  qualities  in  man,  to  esta- 
blish   real  and   not    pretended    good,   have  as 
eaders  not  men  skilled  in  intellectual  fence,  but 
full  of  the  conviction  lhat  moral  goods  are  the  only 
ones  worth  having. 

Some  of  you  are  doubtless  wondering  what  is 
the  purpose  of  these  remarks.    All  that  I  have 
said  would  be  sadly  out  of  place  if  il  had  no  ie 
ference  to  the  present  moment,  no  application  to 
your  future  life.     I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  you 
have,  in  popular  language,  finished  your  education 
certain  very  narrow  sense  this  is  true;  but  ii 
the  best  and  truest  sense  of  the  woi  d  your  educ  a 
tion  has  but  begun.     In  America,  we  call  this 
occasion  Commencement,  and  this  is  not  a  b 
term  if  it  weie  intended  to  express  the  fact  that 
you  are  on   the  threshold  of  your  careers — when 
what  you  know  and  what  you  are  will  be  tried  In 
even  severer  tests  than  the  hardest  examination 
Hitherto  you  have  walked  upon  a  well  known  road 
with  a  well  defined  destination.  Henceforwati 
the  path  is  uncertain,  and  you  will  be  fortunate  if 
sometimes  it  is  not  altogether  lost. 

Will  these  tendencies  which  I  have  been  dis 
ciibing  have  any  interest  for  you,  as  you  trave 
over  the  path  of  life,  or  will  you  let  them  go  by 
unheeded,  mindful  only  of  yourself  and  your  own 
terest?  Is  there  anything  that  you  can  contri 
bute  in  any  way  to  help  on  the  woik  of  amelioial 
ing  the  life  of  those  about  you  ?    Can   you  assist 

working  out  the  transition  state  that  we  a 
now  living  in,  as  smoothly  and  peacefully  as  pos 
sihle  ?    For  the  forces  which  I  have  desciibed  will 
surely  teach   Japan   as  all  other  world-wide 
forces  are  reaching  her.    Unless  this  country  once 
more  adopts  the  policy  of  seclusion,  it  is  wholly 
impossible  for  her   to  escape  those  difficulties, 
those  pit-falls  and  dangers  that  seem  to  be  an  ac- 
companiment of  our  present  civilization.    If  you 
do  not  take  an  unselfish  view  of  your  lelations  to 
your  fellow-men,  then  upon  whom,  I  should  like  to 
ask,  will  the  burden  fall  in  Japan  ?    May   I  take 
the  liberty  of  quoting  to  you  a  familiar  paragiaph 
from  one  of  the  woiksof  John  Stuart  Mill.  "If 
the  bulk  of  the  human  race,"  he  says,  "are  al- 
ways to  remain  as  at  present,  slaves   to  toil  ill 
which  they  have  no  interest — and  therefore  feel  no 
interest — drudging  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night  for  bate  necessaries,  with  all  the  intellectual 
and  moral  deficiencies  which  that  implies — with- 
out resources    either    in  mind  or  feelings;  sel 
fish,    for    all  their   thoughts    are    required  for 
themselves;    without  interests  or  sentiments  as 
citizens  or  membei  s  of  society,  and  with  perhaps 
a  keen  sense  of  injustice  rankling  in  their  minds, 
equally  for   what  they    have    not  and   for  what 
others  have  ;    I    know  tfbt    what    theie  is  which 
should  make  a  person,  with  any  capacity  of  reason, 
concern  himself  about  the  destinies  of  the  human 
race.    There  would   be  no  wisdom   for  any  one 
but  in  extracting  from   life,  with   epicurean  in- 
difference, as  much  personal   satisfaction  to  him- 
self and  those  with  whom  he  sympathises,  as  il 
can  yield  without  injury  to  anyone  ;  and  letting  the 
unmeaning  bustle  of  so-called  civilized  existence 
1  oil  by  unheeded."    But  he  finally  adds  : — "  Thei  e 
is  no  ground  for  such  a  view  of  human  affairs."  It 
depends  upon  ihose  who  have  the  advantages  of 
science,  of  insight,  of  courageous  convictions  to 
help  those  who  cannot  well  help  themselves.  Still 
yon  are  saying  : — "  How  does  afl  this  apply  to  me 
at  the  present  time,  when  I  am  much  in  ihe  da 
about  myself."    Undoubtedly,  I  answer,  you  have 
a  duty  to  yourself.    You   wish  to  piovide  a  place 
for  yourself  in  the  world.    You  wish  lo  have  a  fool 
firmly  placed  on  a   round  of  the  ladder  of  useful 
work.    This   is  natural  and   right.     In    all  you 
efforts  to  establish  yourself  usefully  in  the  woild, 


success — room  for  your  highest  activity  and  the 
acquisition  of  all  lhat  you  deserve.  I  shall  not  be 
unmindful  of  your  careers,  but  rejoice  in  your  at- 
tainments and  regret  your  failures.  I  can  do  no 
ess  than  urge  you  on  with  every  expression  of 
courage  and  confidence. 

But  how  much  success  do  you  wish  lo  obtain  for 
yourselves?  Surely  not  more  than  is  consistent 
with  self-respectand  honour.  Would  you  not  rather 
be  respected  than  rich,  and  beloved  than  powerful? 
How  much  that  is  called  success  is  merely  vain 
ambition.  How  many  men  spend  their  days  in  en- 
deavouring to  pass  by  a  rival,  without  worthy  aims 
or  real  results.  And  right  here  is  the  value  of  the 
new  movement  that  I  have  attempted  to  describe. 
It  calls  upon  all  who  have  a  sense  of  right  and 
cnowledge  of  things  to  devote  themselves  un- 
selfishly to  the  great  cause  of  civilization,  to  give  a 
helping  hand  lo  purposes  outside  themselves,  lo  CO- 
opeiate  with  all  men  who  are  endeavouring  in 
iltle  and  great  things  to  oiganize  better  conditions 
for  those  who  cannot  help  themselves.  To  woi  k 
with  energy  and  honesty  to  promote  merely  your 
own  interests  is  not  the  end  of  your  work.  This 
may  at  bottom  be  little  more  than  "Epicurean  in- 
difference," "  to  extract,"  as  Mill  says,  "  as  much 
personal  satisfaction  out  of  life  for  yourself  as 
possible."  But  to  work  for  the  cause  of  your 
fellow-men,  this  is, — is  it  not? — the  most  satisfac- 
tory aim  that  the  human  soul  can  altain  lo,  what- 
ever your  course  of  life,  this  will  comfort  you  in 
your  adversity  and  stimulate  you  in  your  prosperity. 
Fate  cannot  harm  you,  nor  misfortune  take  you 
unawares. 


THREE  TALES  FROM  THE  "  KON- 

JAKU  MO  NOG  ATARI." 

 ♦  

1. 

All  Oriental  peoples  are  singularly  fond  of  tales 
of  the  supernatural.  Hei  bert  Giles,  in  his  delight- 
ful "  Strange  Stories  from  a  Chinese  Studio,"  has 
compiled  a  number  of  weird  narratives  that  are 
none  the  less  interesting  because  of  their  totally 
impossible  nature.  And  yet,  though  the  literatuie 
relating  lo  Japan  grows  yearly  more  and  more 
voluminous,  no  one  has  made  a  special  study  of 
this  field.  Dr.  Braun's  "  Japanische  Maichen" 
is  mainly  a  translation  of  the  popular  folk-lore  of 
the  Japanese,  compiled  from  many  sources  and 
largely  historical,  ie.  dealing  with  the  narrations 
of  such  works  as  the  Kojiki  and  its  congeners.  No 
one  has,  so  far,  made  a  thorough  study  of  the 
bugaboo  or  hobgoblin  stoiies  of  this  land,  and  it 
is  a  most  fascinating  province.  For  of  all  people 
the  Japanese  appear  lo  have  been  in  olden  time 
most  given  lo  ciedil  the  wildest  tales  of  super- 
natural creatures  and  their  doings.  This  is 
whal  one  might  expect  of  a  la'nd  in  which 
some  of  the  trained  scientists  of  the  present  day 
still  believe  in  the  miraculous  powers  of  ihe  fox 
and  tanuki — which  latter  is  a  racoon-dog,  by-the- 
bye,  and  not  a  true  badger. 

The  attributing  of  supernatural  characteristics 
to  biute  creation  is  at  bottom  only  the  outcome  of 
that  animal  woi  si  lip  once  so  widely  spread  in  Asia , 
which  slill  floui  ishes  in  many  countries.  Hand- 
in-hand  with  this  we  find  such  theoiiesas  lesult 
the  conception  of  satyrs,  sphinxes,  dragons, 
unicorns,  and  the  great  host  of  fabulous  monsters 
lhat  have  awed  the  simple-minded  from  time  im- 
memoiial. 

In  the  following  tale,  narrated  in  the  Konjahu 
Monogalari  with  all  the  pomp  and  ciedibilily 
of  circumstantial  detail,  we  hear  of  that  rare 
monster,  half-human,  half-bird,  the  ubume.  This 
was  said  lo  haunt  the  fords  of  rivers  in  particular 
and  never  did  special  harm,  beyond  affrighting 
those  who  ventuied  near  its  lair  at  night- 
fall. There  was  another  of  these  creatures  that 
flourished  about  the  same  time,  known  as  the  nue. 
There  was  foi  Innately  but  one  extant  when  that 
"Jack  the  Giant- Killer  "  of  Japanese  fabledoni, 
M 1  namoto-no- Y01  imasa,  made  an  end  of  it,  as 
Yorimitsu  did  of  the  cannibal  demon  Shutendoji. 
The  nue  had  the  head  of  a  dog,  ihe  body  of  an  ape, 
and  a  long  tail,  so  lhat  it  must  ha ve  been  a  pailous 
biute  to  meet  afler  nightfall  on  a  lonely  road.  It 
was  of  an  irritable  nature,  as  mighl  have  been  ex- 
pected from  its  composition,  and  no  one  but  a  hero 
of  the  days  of  romance  and  chivaliy  would  have 
been  able  lo  cope  with  it  successfully.  But  the 
ubume  was  of  a  milder  turn,  and  some  authors 
says  lhat  this  "biid"  was  the  spiiit  of  a  woman 
who  had  drowned  her  infant,  and  who  was  thence- 
forth condemned  to  haunt  the  neighbourhood  of 
streams,  in  unceasing  remorse  for  her  crime.  And 
now  for  the  story  itself. 

It  was  in  the  days  of  Minamoto-no-Yot  imitsu 
that  a  brilliant  company  of  waniois-  once  followed 
their  chief  fiom   Mino  lo  the  capital.     An  un- 
usual number  of  vassals  and  fighting  men  were 
what  can  I  do  more  than  most  heaitily  wish  you  Nil  the  train,  and  many  were  the  deeds  of  prowess 
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done  and  caslles  subjugated.  One  evening,  while 
several  of  tlie  most  famoill  captains  were  enjoying 

■round  the  camp-fire  •  well-earned  icst  aftei  the 
labours  of  a  long  day,  die  conversation  turned  on 
supernatural  creatures,  spectres,  hobgoblins,  and 

llie  like.     One  of  those  present,  who  happened  to 
he  a  native  of  the  place  In  which  they  were  en- 
camped, saiil  that  at  a  foid,  not  far  from  where 
they  then  were,  an  vbume  nightly  made  its  ap 
pearance.    It  was  always  heralded  by  the  crying 
as    of  a    very   young    infant.    Though  Unseen, 
those  who  crossed  the  ford  at  night  heard  a  cold 
wind  rustling  in   the  tiees  and  n  plaintive  voice 
begging  them  to  "  hold  the  baby  "  for  a  moment 
Hut  no  one  had  ever  made  teply  to  the  mournfu 
sped  1  e,  nor  had  any  one  ever  off  ei  ed  to  clasp  the 
infant  in  his  aims.     Indeed,  even  thehiavest  ran 
away  upon  hearing  the  melancholy  request.  "Have 
we,  then,"  Ci  ied  one  of  the  captains,  "  now  no  war 
riors  brave  enough  to  face  a  speclie?"    At  these 
woids  Tairano  Suyetake  (Urabe-no»Rokui5  Suye 
lake)  sprang  to  his  feet  and  demanded  to  know 
where  the  haunted  ford  was.  This  Suyetake,  one  of 
the  Slii-teii-iio,  or  four  chief  heroes  of  the  advent!) 
ous  Yorimilsu,  was  aheady  celebrated  in  song  and 
story  for  his  doughty  feats.     Fear  he  knew  not 
In  reply  to  his  question,  the  first  speaker  said  that 
he  would  willingly  direct  Suyetake  to  the  ford,  but 
he  deemed  it  advisable  to  take  at  least  a  hundred 
armed  warriors  along,  for  battling   with  super- 
natural  beings  was  very  different  fiom  meeting 
with  a  foe  of  flesh  and  blood.    Suyetake  scornfully 
rejected  this  advice.    "  My  swoi  d,"  said  he,  "is 
all  the  protection  I  heed.    Come,  let  us  stait  at 
once!"    The  other  captains,  brave  though  th 
were,  tried   to    dissuade  him   from  undertake 
the  perilous  adventure.     There  were  others,  too, 
who,  envious  of  Suyetake's  fame,  offeied  to  bet 
that  he  neither  would  nor  could  cross  the  haunted 
stream.    Suyetake  took  the  bet  and  wagered  his 
armour,  weapons,  quiver,  the  appanage  of  his  steed 
as  well  as  the  noble  animal  itself,  that  he  would 
not  only  ford  the  stream  but  return  alive.    "  In 
witness  of  my  having  done  so,"  said  he,  "I  sha 
plant  on  arrow  on  the  further  side.    Go  thither  so 
soon  as  the  day  dawns  and  you  will  find  the  arrow 
with  my  crest." 

With  these  woids  he  .mounted  his  horse  and 
1  ode  off  in  the  direction  pointed  out  to  him. 

Among  those  who  had  laid  the  wager  with  the 
dauntless  Suyetake  were  three  warriors  of  un 
usual  strength  and  fearlessness,  who  said  that  they 
would  follow  the  knight  to  see  what  happened  to 
him.  Taking  another  road,  they  leached  the  ford 
simultaneously  with  the  stout  hearted  Suyetake. 

It  was  near  the  end  of  September  (old  style), 
and  the  night  was  very  daik.  Suyetake  could 
not  see  through  the  inky  gloom,  but  the  mur- 
muring sound  of  the  water  told  him  when  he 
had  reached  the  ford.  Without  an  instant's 
hesitation  he  rode  his  plunging  steed  into  the 
water,  which  was  quite  deep  in  many  places,  and 
leached  the  opposite  bank  without  mishap.  Dis- 
mounting he  planted  a  feathered  shaft  in  the 
muddy  ooze,  and  then  tinned  his  horse's  head 
again  streamwatds.  Just  as  he  reached  the  middle 
of  the  ford,  his  horse  swimming  bravely  beneatl 
him,  there  came  a  chill  and  carrion-like  wind 
which  was  not  of  this  eaith.  At  the  same  moment 
he  heard  the  low,  sweet  voice  of  a  woman  and  the 
cry  of  a  very  young  child.  "  Please,  won't  you 
hold  my  baby  ?"  asked  the  plaintive  voice.  "  Cer- 
tainly," answered  the  hero,  "give  me  the  child," 
stretching  out  his  arms  as  he  spoke.  Something 
was  then  deposited  in  his  hands,— what,  he  could 
not  tell,  though  he  fancied  it  was  the  clammy  body 
of  a  dead  infant.  But  now  all  his  attention  was 
given  to  his  horse,  which  appeared  about  to  sink 
under  this  fresh  burden.  Teirified  and  snorting, 
the  animal  finally  reached  the  bank  whence  they 
had  started.  Here  again  the  cold  breeze  came,  and 
once  more  than  sad  voice  addiessed  the  samurai : 
— "  Give  back  the  child,  'tis  mine  !  "  "  No,  no," 
replied  the  intrepid  Suyetake,  "  you  gave  it  me 
and  now  I  keep  it."  With  these  words  he  turned 
his  horse's  head  in  the  direction  of  the  distant  camp- 
fire  and  1  ode  on  feai  I  ess  I  y  tin  ough  the  black  night. 

The  three  witnesses  of  this  deed  had  been  con- 
cealed in  the  bushes  on  the  hither  side  of  the  river. 
Though  seeing  nothing  they  had  heard  the  splash- 
ing of  the  horse  through  the  waves,  the  words  of 
the  spectral  ubttme  and  Suyetake's  undaunted 
replies.  Half-dead  with  fear  they  too  rushed 
back  to  the  camp  and  arrived  there  at  the  same 
moment  as  the  samurai  reined  up  It  is  worn  and 
dripping  steed. 

The  story  was  soon  told,  substantiated  by  the 
three  witnesses.  Opening  his  arms,  Suyetake  pi  o- 
ceeded  to  show  the  astounded  group  the  spectral 
infant  he  still  held  lightly  clasped.  But  there 
was  no  child  there,  only  a  few  branches  of  the 
plum,  filled  with  odorous  blossoms,  despite  the 
late  season  of  the  year.    Speechless  with  surprise, 


(he  assembled  chieftains  gazed  upon  this  sliange 
1  evvai  d  of  the  apecti  al  ubumt,  and  then  the  aii  i  BUS 
with  plaudits  lor  the  brave  Taira<no-Suy«take. 


The  following  narrative  has  its  counter  part  in 
the  one-lime  Keltic  belief — still  prevalent  in  Wales 
and  Iielaud — (hat  Children  weie  sometimes  whisk- 
ed away  by  elves  01  fail  ies  j  or  in  the  Scandinavian 
superstition   of  human   beings   being  can  ied  off 

(and generally  devoured  at  the  end  of  the  chapter) 
by  monsters  of  the  land  and  sea.  It  was  a  happy 
thought  of  our  fore-fathers  to  account  for  the 
sudden  (and  often  suspicious)  disappearance  of  r 
peccant  fellow  counti  y-man  by  laying  the  blame 
on  supernatural  agencies.  The  origin  of  the 
lollowing  stoiy  may  have  been  due  to  very  ualuta 
causes;  but  the  Konjuku  MdtlOgatari,  will)  its 
centuries  of  accumulated  and  unquestioned  ere 
deuce,  does  not  permit,  at  this  lale  da(e,  any  close 
investigation  into  the  why  and  wheiefore  of  the 
sliange  incidents  so  gravely  set  forth  therein. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Sakur  amachi,  the  Shakado,  or  Hall  of  Sakya,  on 
Mount  Hie,  in  Kyolo,  had  (o  undergo  certain  re 
paiis.  Workmen  of  approved  skill  had  been  as- 
sembled from  various  parts  of  the  Empire,  and  all 
through  the  winter  months  the  great  building  had 
resounded  with  the  knocking  of  hammers  and  the 
musical  choi  us  of  the  laboui  ei  s  as  they  raised  eacl 
gieat  beam  to  its  place.  The  foreman-buildei 
was  one  Tatara  Shirozaemon,  of  Omi  ;  his  chief 
assistant  was  an  Otsu  man  named  Ishiwara  Sei- 
zaemon.  So  rapid  and  skilful  had  been  their  woik 
that  they  received  the  honorary  title  of  odaikan. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  March,  at  (he  hour  of  the 
ape  (4  p.m.),  a  servant  of  the  above-mentioned 
Ishiwara,  Kinouchi  Heizaemon  by  name,  was 
suddenly  missed.  This  was  a  stout  and  willing 
fellow  and  his  disappearance  was  unaccountable. 
His  age  was  a  little  above  thirty,  and  he  had  never 
given  his  employer  the  slightest  annoyance  during 
many  years  of  faithful  seivice. 

Ishiwara  had  all  the  workmen  summoned  to 
the  temple  couit-yard,  and  soon  scotes  of  eager 
searchers  were  looking  for  traces  of  the  missing 
man.  In  a  little  while  his  geta  were  discovered 
close  to  the  Gyo-ei-in,  an  adjacent  temple;  but, 
strange  to  say,  one  of  the  clogs  was  just  outside 
llie  gate  while  the  other  was  found  in  the  inner 
court-yard.  In  one  corner  of  a  garden  near  this 
temple  lay  his  swoid,  bent  quite  out  of  shape.  A 
little  farther  on  they  came  across  the  scabbard, 
or  rather  what  remained  of  it,  broken  in  a  thousand 
pieces.  His  dirk  (ko-gatana)  was  there  also, 
plit  into  three.  Heizaemon's  girdle  was  next 
discovered,  also  torn  into  three  pieces,  as  if  by  a 
giant's  hand. 

At  the  sight  of  these  evidences  of  some  terrific 
struggle  with    a   superior   force,    the  workmen, 
as  well  as  Ishiwara  himself,  at  once  concluded 
that    some    demon    or   evil    spirit    had  carried 
off  the  unfortunate  Heizaemon,    and   the  priest- 
hood weie  called  together  to  offer  up  prayers 
in  his  behalf.     The  search    was,   however,  by 
no  means  given   over;   though    the  most  pains 
taking   investigations   remained    fruitless.  The 
news  of  the  strange  incident  soon  spread  over  the 
whole  city,  so  that  before  long  every  priest 
Kyoto  was  beseeching  the  Heavenly  Powers  to 
restore  the  lost  man.  Another  search  was  organized 
and  fresh  parties  sent  out  to  look  in  particular  in 
such   places  as  boi  e  a   bad  reputation  or  were 
believed  to  be  the  haunt  of  evil  spirits.  Thegraves 
of    certain    ill-omened    cemeteries    were  closely 
watched,  especially  the  tomb  of  the  priest  Jikei 
Daishi,  which  is  even  to  this  day  known  to  be  a 
rallying  place  of  wicked  sprites  and  demons. 

For  two  whole  days  nothing  further  was  dis- 
covered, but  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
third  day,  a  fearful  blast  of  wind  came  rushing 
over  the  holy  mount  and  a  tremendous  rain 
began  to  pour  down  in  torrents  at  the  same 
lime.  In  the  midst  of  the  storm  a  sonorous  voice 
began  calling  loudly  "  Tanomo,  tanomo  "  .'  Every- 
body on  Mount  Hie  heard  the  gtuesome  voice 
distinctly,  but  there  was  hardly  any  one  that 
would  have  ventured  out  ;  besides  the  whole 
hill  was  covered  with  a  deep  layer  of  snow,  and 
this,  together  with  the  furious  rain,  made  the  night 
so  dark  that  one  could  see  nothing  at  all  out  of 
doors.  The  loud  cries  for  admittance  continued, 
so  that  finally  a  stout-hearted  woikman,  bight 
Suzuki-no-Shichiro,  went  out  to  see  who  it  was. 
As  soon  as  he  reached  the  outer  court-yard  of  the 
Shakado,  he  became  aware  of  the  dim  outline  of 
something  that  looked  like  a  huge  winged  monster, 
peiched  on  the  ridge  of  the  roof.  "It  is  fearful 
up  here,"  cried  the  strange  apparition;  '«  for  the 
love  of  pity,  help  me  down  !  "  "  Why,  is  that, 
you,  Heizaemon  ?  "  asked  Shichiro.  An  im- 
mediate reply  in  the  affirmative  emboldened  the 
questioner  to  draw  nearer,  when  he  saw  that  that 


which  he  had  (alien  for  wings  was  but  an  old  broken 
umbrella,  undei  which  some  apparently  human 
being  was  Hying  to  shield  himself  from  the  diiv- 
1110  rain. 

Shichiro  rushed  back  to  his  waiting  comrades 
and  told  them  what  he  had  seen.     They  tan  out 
into  the  Storm  and  above  the  roar  of  (he  wind  and 
the  hits  of  the  pelting  tain,  could  distinctly  hear 
Heizaemon's  piteous  appeals  foi    aid.     One  of 
them,  a  strong  young   fellow  named  Shirobei, 
clambered  up  to  the  roof,  despile  its  being  a  most 
dangerous  feat,  and  then  crept  cautiously  along 
the  ridge  to  the  expectant  Heizaemon.     When  he 
leached   him,  the  latter  had   fallen  into  a  dead 
faint,  and  it  was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
and  at  the  imminent  i  isle  of  his  own  life  that  he 
was  able  to  bring  hack  the  inanimate  body  of  (he 
long-missing   man.     Every  effort   was  made  to 
restore   Heizaemon  to  his  senses,   but  for  three 
days  he  hung  between   life  and  death,  all  un- 
conscious of  the  solicitude  of    his  friends,  and 
babbling  of  priests  and  demons.    On  the  morn- 
nig  of  the  fourth  day  he  began   to  regain  his 
former  slienglh,  and  shoitly  after  gave  the  follow- 
ing lemaikable   account   of    his    advenlmes  — 
"  About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  I 
disappeared,   I  heard  a  rough  voice  calling  me 
from  my  work.    I  stepped  out  and  saw  a  short 
squat  priest,  clad  in  a  black  stole  and  short  ka- 
nama.    Beside  him  stood  a  muscular, evil-visaged 
fellow  with  a  red  face  and  long  straggling  locks  of 
coarse  black  hair.    This  unpleasant  personage  ad- 
dressed me  and  rudely  ordered  me  to  ascend  the 
roof  of  the  Ahakado.  I  replied  that  I  was  a  servant 
ol  Mr.  Isluwaraand  might  not  go  any  where  without 
my  master's  permission,  and  then,  seeing  their 
dark  and  threatening  looks,  grasped  the  hilt  of  my 
sword  and  was  about  to  draw  it  from  the  scabbard. 
In  an  instant  they  seized  my  sword,  tore  it  from 
my  grasp,  broke  the  scabbard  in  three  pieces,  and 
to  my  unbounded  surprise,  bent  the  blade  nearly 
double,  as  though  it  had  been  a  willow-twig.  The 
little  priest  then  bade  me  give  him  mygirdle.  I  beg- 
ged him  to  execuse  me,  but  he  told  me  angrily  that 
I  must  lake  it  off.    So  soon  as  I  had  done  so,  the 
priest  gave  it  just  one  touch  with  his  staff,  which 
had  the  effect  of  tearing  it  into  three  pieces.  He 
then  grasped  me  by  the  nape  of  my  neck  and  in 
another  second  all  three  of  us  stood  on  the  roof  of 
the  Shakado,  just  above  the  main  porch.  'You 
must  be  punished  for  not  having  obeyed  us  at 
once,' said  the  little  priest  and  with  these  words 
he  began  beating  me  in  a  most  merciless  fashion. 
While  still  savagely  hitting  me,  he  was  joined  by 
a  third  person,  about  ten  feet  high,  dessed  in  red 
cap  and  clolhes,  who  chided  him  for  having  so 
maltreated  me.    Then  all  three  began  a  whispered 
conversation,  while  I  lay  groaning  with  pain.  I 
couldn't  see  very  distinctly  but  I  noticed  that  some 
six  or  seven  other  beings  were  hovering  in  the  air 
just  above  the  ridge  of  the  roof.     The  three  then 
turned  to  me  and  said  I  must  accompany  them, 
to  which  I  promptly  consented,  being  half-crazed' 
with  fear.     Some  other  beings  thereupon  flew 
down  to   us   will)   a    round,    tray-like  object  in 
their  hands,  and  I  was  commanded  to  take  a  seat 
on  this.    Though  scarcely  able  to  crawl,  I  man- 
aged  to  obey  this  behest.     The  two  priests  took 
place  beside  me,  gave  my  shoulders  a  fierce  push, 
and  in  a  second  the  tray  was  flying  through  the 
air.    They  paid  no  heed  to  my  fears,  but  said  that 
we  were  going  to    Mount   Akiba    (near  Hama- 
malsu    in  Totomi).     We    went   like    an  arrow 
through  the  still  cold  air,  far  above  the  city,  across 
Lake  Biwa  and  the  mountains  beyond.    At  one 
time  we  skimmed  along  the  surface  of  the  ocean 
and  I  was  paralysed  with  fright.    Seeing  this  they 
called  out,  "  Mizu  tadayoivasu  ataivaeu  :"  Water 
cannot  drown  thee  !     I  closed  my  eyes,  and  soon 
after  the  magic  tray  halted  above  Mount  Akiba. 
I  saw  a  fearful  precipice  below  me,  whence  smoke 
and  flame  came  belching  foith.    Though  trem- 
bling with  horror  at  the  sight,  my  feat  ful  masters 
bade    me    jump    down    into    the  flaming  deplli, 
and,  as   I  hesitated,    cried  "  Hi-yaku  atawazu/' 
the    fire  cannot  bum    thee.     Shutting  my  eyes 
made    a    despeiate    leap    into    what  seemed 
instant  death.     I  landed  uninjured    on    a  rock 
that  jutted  from  one  side  of  the  hideous  cavern, 
and  found  myself  still  in  the  company  of  those 
demon-priests.     Once  more  we  took  our  places 
on  the  tray  and  recommenced  our  aerial  voyage. 
We  sailed  over  scores  of  towns  and  Hundreds 
of    villages    without    even  a   pause.     Ten  days 
seemed  to  pass  in  this  dread   journey,    and  I 
began  to  plead  humbly  for  permission  to  return. 
The  priest  in  red  paid  no  heed  to  my  petitions  but 
only    muttered    surlily,    every    now    and  then, 
'They're  watching  my  grave;  I  can't  get  him  in 
(herewith  me.'    Then  I  knew  that  my  friends  in 
Kyoto    were   looking  and  praying  for  me,  and 
supposed  that  the  grim  enchanter  beside  me  must 
be  the  ill-omened  priest  Jikei  Daishi.    Cheered  by 
the  thought  of  the  prayers  being  offered  up  on  my 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  17,  1894. 


behalf,  I  suddenly  grasped  the  staff  of  the  cnmson- 
clad  demo.,  and  called  loudly  on  the  name  of 
Buddha,— when,  in  an  instant,  I  fell  myself  falling 
through  the  air,  heard  the  rush  as  of  a  mighty 
tempest,  and  found  myself  astride  the  roof-ridgeoi 
the  Shakado,  with  a  broken  umbrella  instead  of  a 
staff  in  my  clenched  hand.  It  was  I  that  called 
Tanomb!  and  had  it  notbeen  for  Shichuo  and 
Slurobel,  I  had  soon  died." 

This  was  all  the  story.  It  was  soon  told  to  Hie 
priests  on  Mount  Hie,  who  offered  up  prayers  and 
burned  incense  before  the  grim  tomb  of  Jikei  Dai- 
shi  Heizaemon  was  tenderly  cared  for,  but  ei  e  the 
cherry-blossoms  had  ceased  to  fall  he  was  dead. 

III.  v. 
The  Brothers  Grimm  were  the  first  to  give,  in 
their  famous  faiiy-tales,  life  and  speech  to  inani- 
nvue  objects.     Hans  Ch.  istian    Anderson  went 
even  further  and  wove  delicious  bits  of  romance 
about  dolls  and  tin  soldiers.     But  it  has  been  re- 
served  for  Japan  to  depict  the  most  fanciful  picture 
of  all,  and  treat  this  subject  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  the  land  and  its  people.    Where  else  can  one 
find  so  amusing  a  legend  as  that  of  Bumpuku 
Chagama,  the  "  Enchanted  Tea-kettle,"  thai  grew 
all  over  fur  and  put  out  the  head,  limbs,  and  tail  of 
a  real  badger?     Milford  has  given  a  fine  trans- 
lation of  the  story  as  told  to  Japanese  children,  but 
even  he  omits  to  relate  the  important  fact  that  the 
tea  kettle  afterwards  entered  the  Japanese  pan- 
theon   and    was   worshipped  under   the  pleasing 
style  of  Bumbuku  Jinja.    "  Of  course  there  is  no 
real  god  of  this  name,"  says  the  somewhat  scan- 
dalized Japanese  critic  of  this  27th  year  of  Meifi. 
No,  of  course  not!     And  yet  people  used  to  give 
this  legend  implicit  belief;    and   liny  teapots  ol 
porcelain,  modelled  after  the  shape  of  a  badger 
were_„ot  so  very  long  ago— occasionally  placed 
among  the  other  miscellaneous  Lares  and  Penates 
in  that  sacred  household  shrine,  the  Kami-dana. 

Whether    or  not    the    following  tale  actually 
gave  origin  to  the  belief  that  inanimate  objects 
f.equently  assume  human   or  spectral   shape  or 
characteristic,   is  no  longer  determinable.      1  he 
superstition  is  probably  very  old  indeed.    Only  a 
few  years  ago,    a  sti  iking  instance  occurred  in 
Tokyo.     For  some  months  after  a  great   fire  in 
one  of  the  outlying  urban  districts,  a  poor  family 
bad  taken  up  their  quarters  in  a  deseited  and  dis- 
mantled  Kura,   or  godown.    Several    nights  in 
succession  they  heard  a  sort  of  groan  or  sob,  which 
seemed   to  come   from   the  ground  just  beneath 
the  lintel  of  the  door.    They  dug  there,  and  found 
the  sum  of  300  gold  pieces,  of  ancient  Japanese 
coinage,    which    had    evidently   lain   buried  for 
centuries.    "Heaven  permitted,"  says  the  pious 
narrator,  "this  gold  to  emit  a  sound,  in  order  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  poor  but  worthy  people 
who  stood  so  greatly  in  need  of  it." 

Many  years  ago,  there  lived  in  Higashi  Sanjo, 
one  of  the  principal  thoroughfares  of  Saikyo,  a 
prince  known  as  Hikibukyo-no-Miya.  It  happen- 
ed  that  he  saw  on  several  occasions,  while  taking 
his  ease  in  one  of  the  cool  matted  chambers  open- 
ing on  the  princely  garden,  a  small,  singular  ly  mis- 
shapen being,  about  three  feet  in  height.  I  his 
st.ange  little  dwarf  appealed  to  stai  t  somewhere 
out  of  the  ground  near  one  of  the  hedges,  and 
thence  waddled  slowly  towards  a  hill  lying  in  a 
southerly  direction  from  the  garden.  Reaching 
the  fool  of  the  hill,  the  dwarf  invariably  disappear- 
ed, "  went  out  with  a  puff,"  it  seemed,  like  a  candle. 
The  prince  was  vei  y  much  astonished  with  this 
occurrence  and  questioned  his  domestics  closely  as 
to  whether  they  knew  anything  of  the  curious  little 
man.  AH  protested,  however,  that  they  had  never 
seen  anything  of  him.  His  Highness  continued 
his  inquiries  in  other  quarters,  but  only  succeeded 
in  exciting  ridicule,  and  finally  it  got  noised 
abroad  that  Hikibukyo-no-Miya  was  no  wiser  than 
he  should  be.  Annoyed  at  this,  the  prince  sent 
for  a  celebrated  soothsayer  and  narrated  to  him 
what  he  had  seen. 

"  Denka,"  replied  the  for  tune  teller,  "  you  have 
enjoyed  a  very  rare  sight.  Thai  was  no  real 
dwarf,  nor  yet  was  il  a  spectre,  strictly  speaking. 
I  believe  lhat  it  is  the  spirit  of  a  large  copper  jar 
that,  according  lo  what  your  Highness  tells  me, 
must  lie  buried  in  the  earth  in  a  south-easterly 
direction  from  the  garden-hedge,  and  between  this 
and  the  foot  of  the  opposite  hill.  Have  the  jar 
dug  up  and  removed  and  the  apparition  will  no 
longei  make  its  appearance." 

The  prince  was  pleased  with  this  advice  and  had 
his  servants  dig  up  the  ground  from  the  hedge 
outward  in  the  prescribed  direction.  Not  far 
from  the  base  of  the  hill  they  discovered  a  huge 
copper  vase,  buried  exactly  three  feel  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  ground— which  was  just  the  height 
of  the  ungainly  dwarf.  The  vase  was  removed, 
cleansed,  and  finally  deposited  in  a  neighbouring 
temple.  Nothing  was  ever  afterwards  seen  of  the 
dwatf,  so  that  the  soothsayer  had  evidently  been 


correct  in  his  surmise.  Ever  since  tins  time  people 
have  believed  that  even  inanimate  objects  may 
assume  human  shape  and  become  in  this  guise 
visible  to  beings  of  real  flesh  and  blood. 

P  S.  I  learn  that  the  or  iginal  Bumbuku  Chama- 

ga  is  still  in  existence.     Il  was  exhibited  in  the 
Satake  no  Yashiki,  at  Mukojima,  Tokyo,  in  April, 
1800     From  the  description  of  one  who  saw  and 
examined    it   al  that  lime,    it  is  an  unusually 
large   kettle,   of   some    metallic  alloy  (perhaps 
bronze),  bearing   every  mark  of   old  age.  A 
printed  desci  iption  of  this  remaikable  utensil  was 
distributed  at  the  time  of  its  exhibition,  with  a 
detailed   account  of   its  miraculous  virtues  and 
adventures.    There  can  be  no  doubt  lhat  the  ma- 
jority of  those  who  looked  upon  the  chagama  with 
reverent  awe,  were  firmly  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  whole  story;  though  my  informant,  himself 
a  Japanese,  is  a  bit  of  an  iconoclast,  he  inclined 
to  sneer  al  those  who  would  credit  the  lale.  Fo- 
reigners are  now  permitted  to  see  it  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  proper  authorities. 


THE  CHEMISTRY  OF  ANARCHY. 


It  has  been  said  in  the  London  papers  that  the 
dissolution  of  the  Soho  Anarchisi  League  was 
caused  by  want  of  funds.  This  is  very  far  from 
being  the  case.  An  Anarchist  League  has  no  need 
for  funds,  and,  so  long  as  thei  e  is  money  enough 
to  buy  beer,  the  League  is  sure  of  continued 
existence.  The  truth  about  the  scattering  of  the 
Soho  organisation  was  told  me  by  a  young  news- 
paper-man who  was  chairman  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  young  man  was  not  an  Anarchist,  though 
he  had  to  pretend  to  be  one  in  the  inteiests  of  his 
paper,  and  so  joined  the  Soho  League,  wher  e  he 
made  some  fiery  speeches  that  were  much  applaud 
ed.  At  last  Anarchist  news  became  a  drug  in  the 
market,  and  the  editor  of  the  paper  young  Mar- 
shall Simkins  belonged  to,  told  him  that  he  would 
now  have  to  turn  his  attention  to  Parliamentary 
work,  as  he  would  print  no  more  Anarchist  news 
in  the  sheet. 

One  might  think  that  young  Simkins  would  have 
been  glad  lo  gel  rid  of  his  Anarchist  work,  as  he 
had  no  love  for  the  cause.     He  was  glad  to  gel  rid 
of  it,  but  he  found  some  difficulty  in  sending  in 
his  resignation.    The  moment  he  spoke  of  resign- 
ing the  members  became  suspicious  of  him.  He 
had  always  been  rather  better  dressed  than  the 
others,  and,  besides,  he  drank  less  beer.    If  a  man 
wishes  to  be  in  good  standing  in  the  League  he 
must  not  be  fastidious  as  to  dress,  and  lie  must 
be  constructed  to  hold  al  least  a  gallon  of  beer  at 
a  sitting.    Simkins  was  merely  a  "quart"  man, 
and  this  would  have  told  against  him  all  along  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  extra  gunpowder  he  put  in 
his  speeches.    On  several  occasions  seasoned  An- 
archists had  gathered  about  him  and  begged  him 
to  give  up  his  designs  on  the  Parliament  buildings. 
The  older  heads  claimed  that,  desirable  as  was 
the  obliteration  of  the  Houses  off  Pailiament,  the 
lime  was  not  yet  ripe  for  it,    England,  they  point- 
ed out,  was  the  only  place  where  Anarchists  could 
live  and  talk  unmolested,  so,  while  they  were  quite 
anxious   that  Simkins  should   go  and    blow  up 
Vienna,  Berlin,  or  Par  is,  they  were  not  willing  for 
him  to  begin  on    London.    Simkins  was  usually 
calmed  down  with  much  difficulty,   and  finally, 
after  hissing,  "  Cowards  !"  two  or  three  times  un- 
der his  breaih,  he  concluded  with,  "  Oh,  very  well, 
then,  you  know  better  than  I  do— I  am  only  a 
young  recruit;  but  allow  me  at  least  to  blow  up 
Water  loo  Bridge,  or  spring  a  bomb  in  Fleet  Street 
just  to  show  that  we  are  up  and  doing," 

But  this  the  Anarchists  would  not  sanction.  If 
he  wanted  to  blow  up  bridges,  he  could  try  his 
hand  on  those  across  the  Seine.  They  had  given 
their  word  that  there  would  be  no  explosions  in 
London  so  long  as  England  afforded  them  an 
asylum.  .  . 

"  But  look  at  Trafalgar  Square,"  cried  Simkins 
angrily  ;  we  are  not  allowed  to  meet  there," 

"Who  wants  to  meet  there?"  said  the  chair- 
man. "It  is  ever  so  much  more  comfortable  in 
these  rooms,  and  there  is  no  beer  in  Trafalgar 
Square."  "  Yes,  yes,"  put  in  several  others ;  "  the 
time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  it."  Thus  was  Simkins 
calmed  down,  and  beer  allowed  to  flow  a^ain  in 
tranquillity,  while  some  foreign  Anarchist,  who 
was  not  allowed  to  set  foot  in  his  native  country, 
would  get  up  and  harangue  the  crowd  in  broken 
English  and  tell  them  what  great  things  would  yet 
be  done  bv  dynamite. 

But  when  Simkins  sent  in  his  resignation  a 
change  came  over  their  feelings  towards  him,  and 
he  saw  at  once  thai  he  was  a  marked  man.  The 
chairman,  in  a  whisper,  advised  him  to  withdraw 
his  resignation.  So  Simkins,  who  was  a  shrewd 
young  fellow,  understanding  the  temper  of  the 
assembly,  arose  and  said  : — 

"  I  have  no  desire  to  resign,  but  you  do  nothing 


except  talk,  and  I  want  to  belong  to  an  Anarchist 
Society  that  acts."  He  stayed  away  fr  om  the  next 
meeting,  and  tried  lo  drop  them  in  that  way,  but 
a  committee  from  the  League  called  upon  him  at 
his  lodgings,  and  his  landlady  thought  that  young 
Simkins  had  got  into  bad  ways  when  he  had  such 
evil-looking  men  visiting  him. 

Simkins  was  in  a  dilemma,  and  could  not  think 
what  to  do.  The  Anarchists  apparently  were  not 
to  be  shaken  off.  He  applied  to  his  editor  for  ad- 
vice on  the  situation,  but  lhat  good  man  could 
think  of  no  way  out  of  the  trouble. 

"You  ought  to  have  known  better,"  he  said, 
"than  to  mix  up  with  such  people." 

"  But  how  was  I  to  get  the  news  ?"  asked  Sim- 
kins, with  some  indignation.  The  editor  shrugged 
his  shoulders.  That  was  not  his  part  of  the  busi- 
ness; and  if  the  Anarchists  chose  to  make  things 
uncomfortable  for  the  young  man,  he  could  not 

help  il.  ,  , 

Simkins'  fellow-lodger,  a  student  who  was  study- 
ing chemistry  in  London,  noticed  lhat  the  reporter 
was  becoming  gaunt  with  anxiety. 

"Simkins,"  said  Sedlitz  to  him  one  morning, 
you  are  haggard  and  careworn  :  what  is  the  mat- 
ter with  you  ?    Are  you  in   love,  or   is  it  merely 
debt  that  is  bothering  you?" 
"  Neither,"  replied  Simkins. 

"  Then  cheer  up,"  said  Sedlitz.  "  If  one  or  the 
other  is  not  bothering  you,  then  anything  else  is 
easily  remedied." 

"  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that,"  rejoined  Simkins, 
and  then  he  sat  down  and  told  his  friend  just  what 
was  troubling  him. 

"Ah,"  said  Sedlitz,  "that  accounts  for  it. 
There  has  been  a  ruffianly-looking  man  marching 
up  and  down  watching  this  house.  They  aieon 
your  Hack,  Simkins,  my  boy,  and  when  ihey  dis- 
cover thai  you  are  a  repoiter,  and  therefore  neces- 
sarily a  traitor,  you  will  be  nabbed  some  dark 
night."  .  ' 

"Well  that's  encouraging,"  said  Simkins,  with 
his  head  in  his  hands. 

"Are  these  Anarchists  brave  men,  and  would 
they  lisk  their  lives  in  any  undeitaking  ?"  asked 
Sedlitz. 

"  Oh,  I  don't  know.  They  talk  enough,  bul  1 
don't  know  what  ihey  would  do.  They  are  quite 
capable,  though,  of  tripping  me  up  in  a  dark  alley. 

"  Look  here,"  said  Sedlitz,  "  suppose  you  let  me 
try  a  plan.    Let  me  give  them  a  lecture  on  the 
Chemistiyof  Anarchy.  It's  a  fascinating  subject." 
"  What  good  would  that  do  ?" 
"  Oh,  wait  till  you  have  heard  the  lecture.    If  I 
don't  make  the  hair  of  some  of  them  stand  on  end, 
they  ar  e  braver  men  than   I  except  them  to  be. 
We  have  a  large  room  in  Clement's  Inn,  where 
we  students  meet  lo  try  experiments  and  smoke 
tobacco.    It  is  half  club,  and  half  a  lecture-room. 
Now,  I  propose  to  get  those  Anarchists  in  there, 
lock  the  doors,   and  tell  them  something  about 
dynamite  and  oilier  explosives.    You  give  out 
that  I  am  an  Anarchist  fi  om  America.    Tell  them 
that  the  doors  will  be  locked  to  prevent  police 
interference,  and  lhat  there  will  be  a  barrel  of 
beer.    You  can    introduce    me    as  a  man  from 
America,  where  they  know  as  much  about  Anar- 
chism in  ten  minutes  as  they  do  here  in  ten  years. 
Tell  them  that  I  have  spent  my  life  in  the  study 
of  explosives.    I  will  have  to  make  up  a  little,  but 
you  know  that  I  am  a  very  good  amateur  actor, 
and  I  don't  think  there  will  be  any  trouble  about 
lhat.    At  the  last  you  must  tell  them  that  you 
have  an  appointment  and  will  leave  me  to  amuse 
them  for  a  couple  of  hours." 

"  But  I  don't  see  what  good  it  is  all  going  to  do, 
though  I  am  desperate  "  said  Simkins,  "  and  will- 
ing to  try  anything.  I  have  thought  some  of  firing 
a  bomb  off  myself  at  an  Anaichist  meeting." 

When  the  Friday  night  of  meeting  arrived  the 
large  hall  in  Clement's  Inn  was  filled  to  the  doors. 
Those  assembled  there  saw  a  platform  at  one  end 
of  the  apaitment,  and  a  door  that  led  from  it  to  a 
room  at  the  back  of  the  hall.  A  table  was  on  the 
platform,  and  boxes,  chemical  apparatus,  and 
other  scientific-looking  paraphernalia  were  on  il. 
At  the  hour  of  eight  young  Simkins  appeared  be- 
fore the  table  alone. 

"  Fellow  Amarchists,"  he  said,  "  you  are  all  well 
aware  that  I  am  tired  of  the  great  amount  of  talk 
we  do  and  the  little  action  which  follows  it;  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  an  Anaichist  from  America,  who  will  tell  you 
something  of  the  cause  there.  We  have  had  the 
doors  locked,  and  those  who  keep  the  keys  are 
now  down  at  the  entrance  of  the  Inn,  so  that  if  a 
fire  should  occur  they  can  quickly  come  and  let  us 
out.  There  is  no  gr  eat  danger  of  fire,  however, 
but  the  interruption  of  the  police  must  be  guarded 
against  very  carefully.  The  windows,  as  you  see, 
are  shuttered  and  barred,  and  no  ray  of  light  can 
penetrate  from  this  room  outside.  Until  the  lecture 
is  over  no  one  can  leave  the  room,  and  by  the  same 
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token  110  one  can  enter  it,  which  is  moie  to  (he 
ptli  pose. 

"My  friend,  Professor  Josiah  P.  Sliveis,  has 

devoted  his  lite  to  the  chemesli  y  of  Anai  chy,  which 
is  the  tide  of  this  lectin  e.  He  will  tell  yon  of  some 
important  discoveries,  which  are  now  to  be  made 
known  for  the  first  time.  I  regret  (o  say  that  the 
Professor  is  not  ill  a  very  good  state  of  health,  be- 
cause the  line  of  life  which  he  has  adopted  has  its 
drawbacks.  His  left  eye  has  been  blown  away  by 
a  premature  explosion  during  his  experiments. 
His  right  leg  is  also  permanently  disabled.  His 
left  arm,  as  you  will  notice,  is  in  a  sling,  having 
been  injured  by  a  little  disaster  in  his  workshop 
since  lie  came  to  London.  He  is  a  man,  as  you  will 
see,  devoted  body  and  soul  to  the  cause,  so  I  hope 
you  will  listen  to  him  attentively.  I  regret  that  I 
am  unable  to  remain  with  you  to-night  having 
other  duties  to  perform  which  are  imperative.  I 
will  therefore,  if  you  will  permit  me,  leave  by  the 
back  entrance  after  I  have  introduced  the  Pro- 
fessor to  you." 

At  this  moment  the  stumping  of  a  wooden  leg 
was  heard,  and  those  in  the  audience  saw  appear 
a  man  on  crutches,  with  one  arm  in  a  sling  and  a 
bandage  over  an  eye,  although  he  beamed  upon 
them  benevolently  will)  the  olhei. 

"  Fellow  Anarchists,"  said,  Simians,  "allow  me 
to  introduce  lo  you  Professor  Josiah  P.  Slivers,  of 
the  United  States." 

The  Professor  bowed  and  the  audience  applaud- 
ed. As  soon  as  the  applause  began  ihe  Professor 
held  up  his  unmanned  arm  and  said,  "  Gentlemen, 
I  beg  that  you  will  not  applaud." 

It  seems  the  fashion  in  America  to  address  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men  as  "  Gentlemen." 
The  Professor  continued,  "  I  have  here  some  ex- 
plosives so  sensitive  that  the  slightest  vibration 
will  cause  them  to  go  off,  and  I  therefore  ask  you 
to  listen  in  silence  to  what  I  have  to  say.  I  must 
particularly  ask  you  also  not  to  stamp  on  the  floor." 

Before  these  remarks  were  concluded  Simkins 
had  slid  out  by  the  back  entrance,  and  somehow 
his  desertion  seemed  lo  have  a  depressing  effect 
upon  the  company  who  looked  upon  the  broken  up 
Professor  with  eyes  of  wonder  and  apprehension. 

The  Professor  drew  towards  him  one  of  the 
boxes  and  opened  the  lid.  He  dipped  his  one 
useful  hand  into  the  box  and,  holding  it  aloft,  he 
allowed  something  which  looked  like  wet  sawdust 
to  drip  through  his  fingers.  "  That,  gentlemen," 
he  said,  with  an  air  of  the  utmost  contempt,  "  is 
what  is  known  to  the  world  as  dynamite.  I  have 
nothing  at  all  to  say  against  dynamite.  It  has, 
in  its  day,  been  a  very  powerful  medium  through 
which  our  opinions  have  been  imparted  to  a  listen- 
ing world,  but  its  day  is  past.  It  is  what  the 
lumbering  stage-coach  is  to  the  locomotive,  what 
the  letter  is  to  the  telegram,  what  the  sailing 
vessel  is  to  the  steamship.  It  will  be  my  pleasant 
duty  to-night  lo  exhibit  to  you  an  explosive  so 
powerful  and  deadly  that  hereafter,  having  seen 
what  it  can  accomplish,  you  will  have  nothing  but 
derision  for  such  simple  and  harmless  compounds 
as  dynamite  and  uitro-glycei  ine." 

The  Professor  looked  with  kindlylsympalhy  over 
his  audience  as  he  allowed  the  yellow  mixture  to 
percolate  slowly  through  his  fingers  back  into  ihe 
box  again.  Ever  and  anon  he  look  up  a  fresh  hand- 
ful  and  repeated  the  action. 

The  Anarchists  iii  the  audience  exchanged  un- 
easy glances  one  with  the  other. 

"  Yet,"  continued  the  Professor,  "  it  will  be  use- 
ful for  us  to  consider  this  substance  for  a  few 
moments,  if  but  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 
Here,"  he  said,  diving  his  hand  into  another  box 
and  bringing  up  before  their  gaze  a  yellow  brick, 
"  is  dynamite  in  a  compressed  form.  There  is 
enough  here  lo  wreck  all  this  part  of  London,  weie 
it  exploded.  This  simple  brick  would  lay  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral  in  ruins,  so,  however  antiquated 
dynamite  may  become,  we  must  always  look  upon 
it  with  respect,  just  as  we  look  upon  reformers  of 
centuries  ago  who  perished  for  their  opinions,  even 
though  their  opinions  were  far  behind  what  ours 
are  now.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  performing 
some  expei  iments  wilh  this  block  of  dynamite." 
Saying  which  the  Professor,  with  his  free  arm,  flung 
the  block  of  dynamite  far  down  the  aisle,  where 
it  fell  on  the  floor  with  a  sickening  thud.  The  au- 
dience sprang  from  their  seats  and  tumbled  back 
one  over  the  oilier.  A  wild  shriek  went  up  into  the 
air,  but  the  Professor  gazed  placidly  on  the  troubled 
mob  below  him  with  a  superior  smile  on  his  face.  **  I 
beg  you  to  seat  yourselves,"  he  said,  "  and  for  rea- 
sons which  I  have  already  explained,  I  trust  that 
you  will  not  applaud  any  of  my  remarks.  You 
have  just  now  portrayed  one  of  the  popular  super- 
stitions about  dynamite,  and  you  show  by  your  ac- 
tions how  necessary  a  lecture  of  this  sort  is  in 
order  that  you  may  comprehend  thoroughly  the 
substance  with  which  you  have  to  deal.  That 
brick  is  perfectly  harmless,  because  it  is  frozen. 
Dynamite  in  its  frozen  state  will  not  explode— a 


fact  well  understood  by  miueis  and  all  those  who 
have  to  woi  k  wilh  it,  and  who,  as  a  rule,  generally 
prefer  tO  blow  themselves  to  pieces  liying  lo  lhaw 
ihe  substance  before  the  fire.  Will  you  kindly 
brfng  that  biick  back  tome,  before  it  thaws  out 
in  ihe  healed  almospheie  of  this  loom  ?  " 

One  of  the  men  stepped  gingerly  forward  and 
picked  up  ihe  brick,  holding  it  (ai  bom  his  body, 
as  he  lip-toed  up  to  the  plaifoun,  where  he  laid  it 
down  carefully  on  the  desk  befoie  the  Professor. 

"Thank  you,"  said  the  Professor,  blandly. 

The  man  drew  a  long  breath  of  relief  as  he  went 
back  lo  his  seat. 

"  That  is  frozen  dynamite,"  continued  the  Pro- 
fessor, "and  is,  as  I  have  said,  piactically  harm- 
less. Now,  it  will  be  my  pleasure  lo  peiform  two 
startling  experiments  with  the  unfrozen  sub- 
stance," and  wilh  that  he  picked  up  a  handful  of 
Ihe  wet  sawdust  and  flung  it  on  a  small  iron  anvil 
that  slood  on  the  table.  "You  will  enjoy  these 
experiments,"  he  said,  "  because  it  will  show  you 
with  what  ease  dynamite  may  be  handled.  It  is 
a  popular  error  that  concussion  will  cause  dynamite 
to  explode.  Theie  is  enough  dynamite  here  to 
blow  up  this  hall  and  to  send  into  oblivion  eveiy 
person  in  it,  yet  you  will  see  whether  or  not  con- 
cussion will  explode  it."  The  Professor  seized  a 
hammer  struck  ihe  substance  on  the  anvil  two  or 
three  sharp  blows,  while  those  in  front  of  him 
scrambled  wildly  back  over  their  comrades,  wilh 
hair  standing  on  end.  The  Pi ofessor  ceased  his 
pounding  and  gazed  reproachfully  at  them;  then 
something  on  the  anvil  appealed  to  catch  his  eye. 
He  bent  over  it  and  looked  ci  itically  on  the  surface 
of  the  iron.  Drawing  himself  up  to  his  full  height 
again,  he  said,  "  I  was  about  to  reproach  you  for 
what  might  have  appeared  to  any  other  man  as 
evidence  of  fear,  but  I  see  my  mistake.  I  came 
very  near  making  a  disastrous  error.  I  have  my- 
self suffered  from  time  to  lime  from  similar  errors. 
I  notice  now  upon  the  anvil  a  small  spot  of  grease; 
if  my  hammer  had  happened  to  strike  there  you 
would  all  now  be  wi  idling  in  your  death  agonies 
under  the  ruins  of  this  building.  Nevertheless, 
the  lesson  is  not  without  its  value.  That  spot  of 
grease  is  free  nitro  glycei  ine  that  has  oozed  out 
from  the  dynamite.  Therein  rests,  perhaps,  the 
only  danger  in  handling  dynamite.  As  I  have 
shown  you,  you  can  smash  up  dynamite  on  an  an- 
vil without  danger,  but  if  a  hammer  happened  to 
strike  a  spot  of  free  uitro-glycei  ine  it  would  ex- 
plode in  a  moment.  I  beg  to  apologise  to  you  for 
my  momentary  neglect." 

A  man  rose  up  in  the  middle  of  the  hall,  and  it 
was  some  little  time  before  he  could  command 
voice  enough  to  speak,  for  he  was  shaking  as  if 
from  palsy.  At  last  he  said,  after  he  had  moisten- 
ed his  lips  several  times  :— 

"  Professor,  we  are  quite  willing  to  take  your 
word  about  the  explosive.  I  think  I  speak  for  all 
my  comrades  here.  We  have  110  doubt  at  all 
about  your  learning,  and  would  much  prefer  to 
hear  from  your  own  lips  what  you  have  to  say  on 
the  subject,  and  not  have  you  waste  any  more 
valuable  time  with  experiments.  I  have  not  con- 
sulted with  my  comrades  before  speaking,  but  1 
think  I  voice  the  sense  of  the  meeting."  Cries  of 
"  You  do,  you  do,"  came  from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 
The  Professor  once  more  beamed  upon  them  be- 
nevolently. 

"  Your  confidence  in  me  is  indeed  touching," 
he  said,  "but  a  chemical  lecture  without  expei  i 
ments  is  like  a  body  without  a  soul.  Experiment 
is  the  soul  of  research.  In  chemistry  we  must  take 
nothing  for  granted.  I  have  shown  you  how  many 
popular  errors  have  arisen  regarding  the  substance 
with  which  we  are  dealing.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  for  these  errors  to  have  arisen  if  every 
man  had  experimented  for  himself;  and  although 
I  thank  you  for  the  mark  of  confidence  you  have 
bestowed  upon  me,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  de- 
prive you  of  the  pleasure  which  my  experiments 
will  afford  you.  There  is  another  very  common 
error  lo  the  effect  that  fire  will  explode  dynamite. 
Such,  gentlemen,  is  not  ihe  case." 

The  Professor  struck  a  match  on  his  trousers- 
leg  and  lighted  the  substance  on  ihe  anvil.  It 
burnt  with  a  pale  blush  flame,  and  ihe  Professor 
gazed  around  triumphantly  at  his  fellow  Anarchists. 

While  the  shuddering  audience  watched  wilh 
intense  fascination  the  pale  blue  flame  the  Pro- 
fessor suddenly  stooped  over  and  blew  it  out. 
Straightening  himself  once  more,  he  said,  "  Again 
I  must  apologise  to  you,  for  again  I  have  forgotton 
the  small  spot  of  grease.  If  the  flame  had  reach- 
ed the  spot  of  niti  o-glycerine  it  would  have  explod- 
ed, as  you  all  know.  When  a  man  has  his  thought 
concentrated  on  one  subject  he  is  apt  to  forget 
something  else.  I  shall  make  no  more  experi- 
ments with  dynamite.  Here  John,"  he  said  to  the 
trembling  attendant,  "take  this  box  away  and 
move  it  carefully,  for  I  see  that  the  nitro-glycerine 
is  oozing  out.  Put  it  as  tenderly  down  in  the  next 
room  as  if  it  were  a  box  of  eggs." 


As  ihe  box  disappeai  rd  llieic  was  a  siniul- 
lanedtll  long-drawn  sigh  of  ielief  fiom  ihe  audience. 

"Now  gentlemen,"  said  the  Piofevsor,  "we 
come  lo  ihe  subject  that  ought  to  occupy  the  minds 
of  all  thoughtful  men."  He  smoothed  his  hair 
Complacently  with  the  palm  of  his  practicable  hand, 
and  smiled  genially  aiound  him. 

"The  substance  that  I  am  about  to  tell  you  of  is 
my  own  invention,  and  compares,  wilh  dynainile 
as  prussic  acid  does  with  new  milk  as  a  beveiage." 
The  Professor  dipped  his  fingers  in  his  vest  pocket 
and  drew  out  what  looked  like  a  box  of  pills. 
Taking  one  pill  out  he  placed  it  upon  ihe  anvil  and 
as  he  tip-toed  back  he  smiled  on  it  wilh  a  smile  of 
infinite  tenderness.  "  Before  I  begin  on  the 
subject  I  want  to  warn  you  once  more  that 
if  any  man  as  much  as  stamps  upon  the  floor, 
or  moves  about  except  011  tip-toe  this  substance 
will  explode  and  will  lay  London  from  here  to 
Charing  Cross,  iii  one  mass  of  indistinguishable 
ruins.  I  have  spent  ten  years  of  my  life  in  com- 
pleting this  invention.  And  these  pills,  worth  a 
million  a  box,  will  cure  all  ills  lo  which  the  flesh 
in  heir." 

"John,"  he  said,  turning  to  his  attendant, 
"  bi  nig  me  a  basin  of  ivater  I"  The  basin  of  water 
wasgingeily  placed  upon  the  table,  and  the  Pro- 
fessor emptied  all  the  pills  into  it,  picking  up  also 
the  one  that  was  on  the  anvil  and  putting  it  with 
the  others. 

"Now,"  he  said,  with  a  deep  sigh,  "we  can 
breathe  easier.  A  man  can  put  one  of  these  pills 
in  a  little  vial  of  water,  put  the  vial  in  his  vest- 
pocket,  go  to  Trafalgar  Square,  take  the  pill  from 
the  vial,  throw  it  in  the  middle  of  the  Square,  and 
it  will  shatter  everything  within  the  four-mile 
radius,  he  himself  having  the  glorious  privilege  of 
suffering  instant  martyrdom  for  the  cause.  People 
have  told  me  that  this  a  drawback  to  my  invention, 
but  I  am  inclined  to  differ  with  them.  The  one 
who  uses  this  must  make  up  his  mind  to  share  the 
fate  of  those  aiound  him.  I  claim  that  this  is  the 
crowning  glory  of  my  invention.  It  puts  to  instant 
test  our  interest  in  the  grear  cause.  John,  bring  in 
very  carefully  that  machine  with  the  electric-wire 
attachment  from  the  next  room." 

The  machine  was  placed  upon  the  table.  "  This," 
said  the  Professor,  holding  up  some  in  visible  object 
between  his  thumb  and  forefinger,  "  is  the  finest 
cambric  needle.  I  will  take  upon  the  point  of  it 
an  invisible  portion  of  the  substance  I  speak  of." 
Here  he  carefully  picked  out  a  pill  from  the  basin, 
and  as  carefully  placed  it  upon  the  table,  where  he 
detached  an  infinitesimal  atom  of  it  and  held  it 
up  on  the  point  of  the  needle.  "This  particle," 
he  said,  "  is  so  small  that  it  cannot  be  seen  except 
with  the  aid  of  a  microscope.  I  will  now  place 
needle  and  all  on  the  machine  and  touch  it  off  with 
electric  current";  and  as  his  hand  hovered  over 
the  push-button  there  were  cries  of  "  Stop  !  stop  !  " 
but  the  finger  descended,  and  instantly  there  was 
a  terrific  explosion.  The  very  foundations  seemed 
shaken,  and  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke  rolled  over 
the  heads  of  the  audience.  As  the  Professor, 
became  visible  through  the  thinning  smoke,  he 
looked  aiound  for  his  audience.  Every  man  was 
under  the  benches,  and  groans  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  hall.  "  I  hope,"  said  the  Professor,  in 
anxious  tones,  "that  no  one  has  been  hurt.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  took  up  too  much  of  the  substance  on 
the  point  of  the  needle,  but  it  will  enable  you  to 
imagine  the  effect  of  a  laige  quantity.  Pray  seat 
yourselves  again.    This  is  my  last  experiment." 

As  the  audience  again  seated  itself,  another 
mutual  sigh  ascended  to  the  roof.  The  Professor 
drew  the  chairman's  chair  towards  him  and  sat 
down  wiping  his  grimy  brow. 

A  man  instantly  arose  and  said,  "  I  move 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Slivers  for  the  in- 
teresting————" 

The  Professor  raised  his  hand.  "  One  moment," 
he  said,  "  I  have  not  quite  finished.  I  have  a 
proposal  to  make  lo  you.  You  see  that  cloud 
of  smoke  hovering  over  our  heads?  In  twenty 
minutes  that  smoke  will  percolate  down  through 
the  atmosphere.  I  have  told  you  but  half  of 
the  benefits  of  this  ten  ific  explosive.  When  that 
smoke  mixes  wilh  the  atmosphere  of  the  room 
it  becomes  a  deadly  poison.  We  all  can  live 
here  for  the  next  nineteen  minutes  in  perfect 
safety,  then  at  the  first  breath  we  draw  we 
expire  instantly.  It  is  a  lovely  death.  There 
is  no  pain,  no  contortion  of  the  countenance,  but 
we  will  be  found  here  in  the  morning  stark  and 
stiff  in  our  seats.  I  propose,  gentlemen,  that  we 
teach  London  the  great  lesson  it  so  much  needs. 
No  cause  is  without  its  martyrs.  Let  us  be  the 
martyrs  of  the  great  religion  of  Anarchy.  I  have 
left  in  my  room  papers  telling  just  how  and  why 
we  died.  At  midnight  these  sheets  will  be  distri- 
buted to  all  the  newspapers  of  London,  and  to- 
morrow the  world  will  ring  with  our  heroic  names. 
I  will  now  put  the  motion.  All  in  favour  of  this 
signify  it  by  the  usual  upraising  of  the  right  hand." 
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The  Piofessoi's  own  right  liand  was  Lite  only 
one  iliai  was  laised.  _ 

"  Now  all  of  a  contrary  opinion,  said  the  Pro- 
fessor, and  at  once  every  liand   in  the  audience 

went  up.  _  . 

"  The  noes  have  it  "  said  the  Professor,  hut  He 
did  not  seem  to  feel  badly  about  it.  "  Gentlemen, 
he  continued,  "I  see  that  you  have  guessed  my 
second  proposal,  as  I  imagined  you  wottW,  and 
though  there  will  be  no  newspapers  in  London  to- 
inonow  to  chronicle  the  fact,  yet  llie  newspapers 
of  the  rest  of  the  woild  will  tell  of  the  destination 
of  this  wicked  city.  I  see  by  your  looks  that  you 
are  with  me  in  this,  my  second  proposal, 
which  is  the  most  st.  iking  thing  ever  planned, 
and  is  that  we  explode  the  whole  of  these  pills  in 
the  basin.  To  make  sure  of  this,  I  have  sent  to 
an  agent  in  Manchester  the  full  account  of  how  11 
was  done,  and  the  resolutions  brought  forward  at 
this  meeting,  and  which  doublless  you  will  accept 
"  Gentlemen,  all  in  favour  of  the  instant  desti  ne 
lion  of  London  signify  it  in  the  usual  manner." 

"  Mr.  Piofessor,"  said  the  man  who  had  spoken 
previously,  "  befoie  you  put  that  resolution  I  would 
like  to  move  an  amendment.  This  is  a  very 
serious  proposal,  and  should  not  be  lightly  undei 
laken.  I  move  as  an  amendment,  therefor.?,  that 
we  adjourn  this  meeting  to  0111  rooms  at  Soho, 
and  do  the  exploding  there.  I  have  some  little 
business  that  must  be  settled  befoie  this  grand 
project  is  put  in  motion." 

The  Professor  then    said  :—"  Gentlemen,  llie 
amendment  lakes  precedence.     It  is  moved  that 
this  meeting  be  adjourned,  so  that  you  may  mii 
sider  the  project  at  your  club  rooms  in  Soho." 

"  I  second  that  amendment,"  said  fifteen  of  the 
audience  rising  together  to  their  feet. 

"  In  the  absence  of  the  regular  chairman,  said 
the  Professor,  "  it  my  duly  to  put  the  amendment, 
AH  in  favour  of  the  amendment  signify  it  by  rais 
ing  the  right  hand." 

Every  hand    was  raised.     "  The  amendment 
gentlemen,  is  carried.     I  shall  be  only  too  pleased 
10  meet  you  to-moirow  night  at  your  club,  and 
I  will  bring  with  me  a  larger  quantity  of  my 
explosive.  • 

"John,  kindly  go  round  and  tell  the  man  to 
unlock  the  doors." 

When  Simkins  and  Slivers  called  round  the  next 
day  at  the  regular  meeting  place  of  the  Anarchists 
Ihey  found  no  signs  of  a  gathering,  and  never 
since  the  lecture  has  the  Soho  Anarchist  League 
been  known  to  hold  a  meeting.  The  Club  has 
mysteriously  dissolved.— Robert  Barr  hi  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  March  14 
An  amendment  has  been  introduced  in  the 
House  oi  Commons,  by  Mr.  Labouchere,  to  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
to  deprive  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  power  to 
reject  bills  carried  through  the  House  of  Com 
mons.  The  Times  says  that  this  means  the  break 
ing  up  of  the  alliance  whereby  the  Government 
retains  office,  and  renders  an  early  dissolution 
of  Parliament  inevitable. 


(Specially  Telegraphed  to  the"Japan  Dail  Mail.") 
[Fkom  the  "  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 

London,  March  3. 

The  Indian  Budget  provides  for  an  import 
duty  on  silver  of  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Gladstone  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
amendments,  made  by  the  House  of  Lords  in 
the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  under  protest.  He 
strongly  condemned  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Peers  in  the  Bill.  The  Bill  was  then  adopted 

The  Bland  Seignorage  Bill  has  passtd  the 
U  S.  House  of  Representatives. 

March  5 

Mr.  Labouchere  and  twenty  Radical  mem 
hers  of  Parliament  have  had  an  interview  with 
the  Liberal  Whip,  their  object  being  to  protest 
against  a  Peer  being  appointed  Premier. 

March  6. 

Mr.  Gladstone  is  suffering  from  a  cataract, 
and  an  ultimate  operation  upon  his  eye  is  in 
evi  table. 

A  large  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons 
is  in  favour  of  Lord  Rosebery  as  Premier.  The 
Anti-Parnellites  will  support  him,  but  the  Par- 
nellites  are  bitterly  opposed  to  his  Lordship. 
Mr.  Labouchere's  followers  favour  Sir  William 
Vernon  Harcourt. 


Match.7. 

The  Speech  from  the  Throne  closing  the 
session  was  of  the  briefest  description.  It  merely 
referred  to  the  advantages  derivable  from  the 
Parish  Councils  Bill,  and  the  limitation  of  the 
hours  of  labour.  No  allusion  was  made  to  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  Government. 

March  8. 

Sir  William  Vernon  Harcourt,  leader  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  remains  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  has  ac- 
cepted the  post  of  Secretary  for  India,  and  Mf\ 
Shaw  Lefevre  succeeds  the  last  named  gentle- 
man as  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Mr.  Thomas  Edward  Ellis,  Junior 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  has  been  appointed 
Liberal  Whip. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  speaking  at  Yeovil, 
on  behalf  of  the  Liberal  Unionists  promised  no 
factious  opposition  to  the  Government.  He 
stated  that  they  were  bitterly  opposed  to  Home 
Rule,  but  would  be  in  no  hurry  to  displace 
the  Government  if  it  shelved  Home  Rule,  con- 
sidered measures  in  the  financial  interests 
of  the  country,  and  took  steps  to  strengthen 
the  Navy. 

March  9. 

Newspapers  of  all  shades  of  opinion  welcome 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Rosebery  as  Premier. 

Mr.  Gladstone  has  been  feverish,  the  result 
of  a  chill,  and  is  confined  to  his  bed. 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  takes  the  place  of  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre  as  First  Commissioner  of  Works. 

March  10. 

Lord  Tweedmouth  has  been  appointed  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  with  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

A  Parnellite  Manifesto  has  been  issued,  which 
stales  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  resignation  was  the 
outcome  of  a  scheme  to  shelve  Home  Rule,  and 
the  party  has  no  confidence  iu  Lord  Rosebery. 

Hongkong,  March  8. 
The  Tantalus  went  ashore  on  the  Ninepins 
in  a  dense  fog,  and  is  badly  damaged.  No 
lives  have  been  lost.    Steamers  have  gone  to 
her  assistance. 

Hongkong,  March  9 
The  Tantalus  has  been  brought  safely  it 
harbour,  and  docked. 

[Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hearnden,  of  Nanking, 
were  passengers  from  Shanghai  by  the  Tantalus. 

London,  March  10. 
Lord  Reay  (late  Governor  of  Bombay)  has 
been  appointed  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  and  Mr.  George  VV.  E.  Russell  (Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary  to  the  India  Office) 
has  been  appointed  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department. 

Sir  Frank  C.  Lascelles,  G.C.M.G.  (late  Envoy 
to  Persia),  has  received  the  appointment  of 
British  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg. 
Mr.  Gladstone  is  progressing  favourably. 

London,  March  12. 
Sir  Henry  Mortimer  Durand,  K.C.I.E,.  late 
Foreign  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India, 
succeeds  Sir  Frank  C.  Lascelles  as  British 
Minister  to  Persia.— N.-C.  Daily  News. 


manner  at  Takaoka,  and  thirty,  police  have  been 
sent  there  to  restore  order. 

Sapporo,  March  14,  9.15  p.m. 
A  violent  gale  visited  this  to-day,  and  several 
weak  shocks  of  earthquake  were  felt. 

Hokkaido,  March  14,  3-°5  P-m- 
About  seven  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  4th 
inst.  a  fatal  snow-slip  occurred  at  Oshidomari- 
mura,  Rijiri  District,  Kitami  Province.  One 
hotel  was  destroyed,  and  six  inmates  were 
crushed  to  death. 

Kumamoto,  March,  15,  10.40  a.m. 
The  election  of  members  of  the  Prefeciural 
Assembly  is  an  entire  victory  for  the  Kokken-ha 
condidates. 

Niigata,  March  16th,  1.15  p.m. 
A  number  of  Kaishin-to  partisans  in  the 
Third  District  of  this  Prefecture  have  been 
arrested  on  suspicion  of  having  infringed  the 
Election  Law. 


CHESS. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  theCmM  Rbitok.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  II  p.m. 

Solution  of  Probi.km  No.  112. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1 —  P  to  O  4  (threatening  both 
Q  to  K"R  3  and  Q  X  B)  I—  Anything 

2—  Q,  R,  Kt  or  P  mates  accordingly. 
Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega  (who 

points  out  that  theie  is  a  dual  mate  if  Black's  B 
goes  to  K  Kl  4),  W.H.S.,  J.D.,  Dr.  Hispanus, 
Aling,  Sliogi,  and  Digamma. 

Conect  solutions  of  No.  Ill  from  J.W.E.  and 
Aling. 

Solvers  are  requested  to  send  their  solutions  to 
the  Chess  Problem  Editor,  Japan  Mail  Office,  No. 
51,  and  not  to  members  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Chess  Club.   

Problem  No.  114. 
By  A.  L.  Jordan,  Nagasaki. 


(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Fukuoka,  March  14,  5  P-m. 
Fire  suddenly  broke  out  last  night  in  the 
Shinniu  Coal-mine  in  the  Kurate  District  of 
this  Prefecture,  and  a  number  of  miners  were 
killed  or  wounded.  » 
Fukuoka  Prefeciural  Office,  March  15,7  a.m . 
To  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs. 
The  number  of  men  in  the  Shinniu  Coal 
mine,  Kurate  District,  at  the  time  of  the  fire, 
was  755,  of  whom  18  were  killed.    The  mouth 
of  the  pit  was  stopped,  but  as  the  fire  continues 
to  burn  fiercely,  the  mine  is  being  flooded.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  is  not  known. 

Kagoshima,  March  15,  5.55  p.m. 
The  parliamentary  election  in  the  7th  district 
of  this  Prefecture  resulted  in  the  return  of  Mr. 
Oshima  Shin,  who  obtained  52  votes. 

Miyazaki,  March  14,  3.58  p.m. 
A  mob  of  over  one  thousand  Min-to  parti- 
sans, in  consequence  of  the  late  election  excite- 
ment, have  been  behaving  in  a  most  disorderly 


WHITE. 

White  to  play  and  male  in  three  moves. 


In  connection  with  the  above  problem,  Mr. 
Joidan  writes  : — "  In  composing  it  for  your  valu- 
able column,  I  wished  to  try  ihe  skill  of  your 
solveis  in  a  somewhat  new  way,  but  in  working 
out  that  idea,  the  problem  may  have  become  1  ather 
easy  and  weak" — an  opinion  iu  which  our  solvers, 
we  are  sure,  will  not  agree  with  the  talented  com- 
poser— "  but  I  thought  thai,  with  the  additional 
condition  annexed,  it  might  as  a  whole  be  never- 
theless of  interest."  The  condition  referred  to  is 
as  follows  : — To  show  thai  the  problem  would  be 
defective  in  respect  of  one  of  the  most  impoitaut 
laws  which  a  pioblein  should  fulfil,  if  the  position 
of  the  Black  Pawn  at  R  2  and  of  the  White  Pawn 
at  B  7  were  interchanged. 

Nothing  fresh  in  local  chess  matters.  The  end 
of  the  Championship  contest  is  in  sight,  Mr.  Balk 
having  won  two  games  in  ihe  final  round.  ihe 
energetic  action  of  the  Secretary  also  promises  to 
bear  fruit  iu  the  handicap  tourney  ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  these  prizes  will  be  duly  presented  on  the 
30th  instant.  The  preparations  for  that  great  day 
are  being  pushed  on  a-main,  and  an  addition  to 
the  attiaclions  will  consist  in  having  flash  light 
photographs  taken  of  the  assembled  chessists. 
Both  Clubs  are  eagerly  practising  for  the  match, 
and  Yokohama  will  have  lo  substitute  two  men  for 
Messis.  Pollak  and  Squier,  both  of  whom  will  be 
absent  from  Yokohama  at  the  end  of  this  month. 


March 
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file  teams  ;ue  liol  definitely  fixed  as  yel,  but  die 
following  Are  piohahle 


Tokyo. 

YOKOHAM  * 

r... 
t..o\. 

Balk. 

Krug. 

B.iia  viis. 

Madeley. 

Davieson. 

Mason, 

Rkstiand. 

McC.ee. 

Fardel. 

Mosthaf. 

Gi  iftin. 

Munxinger, 

Kulm. 

Pownall. 

Mendelson, 

Walz. 

Schiff. 

While. 

Teonaiit, 

Captain  Brinkley  lias  consenteii  lo  act  as  Um- 
piie  .iiid  Adjudicator  of  any  unfinished  games. 

We  clip  the  following  from  a  San  Francisco 
exchange.  Il  seems  lliat  our  beloved  game  does 
not  HOW  ish  the.  c  sd  Well  as  11  ought.  Let  us  hope 
that  a  wave  of  prosperity  will  soon  visit  out  friends 
their,  and  that  we  shall  presently  see  the  metropolis 
of  the  Pacific  coast  take  a  foiemost  place  in  the 
Chess  woi  Id. 

"  The  San  Francisco  Chess  Club  has  not  yet 
been  1  evivcd,  and  many  pel  sons  go  so  far  as  to  ex- 
p.ess  the  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  for  some  lime 
to  come.  The  reason  for  this,  they  slate,  is  (hat 
many  of  the  members  of  the  old  club  were  dis 
satisfied,  owing  to  the  lack  of  inteiest  displayed 
by  some  of  the  offkeis  in  its  welfare,  and  these 
members  aie  theiefore  disinclined  lo  essay  anolhei 
trial,  fea.in g  thJl  if  the  project  were  cariied  to  a 
successful  issue  it  might  eventually  die  of  inanition. 

"  The.  e  is  not  the  least  doubt  thai  if  one  or  two  of 
the  influential  players  in  ibe  city,  gentlemen  with 
some  little  lime  at  their  disposal,  weie  to  put  tlieii 
shoulders  lo  the  wheel  and  give  the  project  the 
attention  it  deserves,  a  first  class  club  would  be 
speedily  organized,  and  if  suitable  officers  were 
elected,  would  become  a  popular  and  growing  in- 
stitution. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  many  players  do  not  care 
lo  spend  their  evenings  in  the  chessroom  attached 
to  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  which  is  really  the 
headquarters  of  the  game,  and  this  is  not  lo  be 
wondered  at.  It  is  true  that  a  visitor  to  the 
libiary  rarely  lias  occasion  to  wail  for  an  oppo- 
nent: there  is  always  some  one  ready  and  willing 
lo  tiy  conclusions  with  him,  which  is,  peihaps, 
more  than  could  be  said  of  the  Chess  Club,  now 
disbanded,  yel  the  want  of  comfoit  everywhere 
apparent  tends  lo  render  the  place  unattractive 
lo  many.  The  secret  of  the  popularity  of  the 
Mechanics'  chessroom  is  no  doubt  its  location, 
which  renders  it  easily  accessible  from  any  pai  t 
of  the  city,  and  also  the  nominal  subsci  iption 
which  is  paid  by  its  members." 

The  perambulation  of  Canada  and  the  Eastern 
States  by  theg.eal  master  Steinitz  seems  to  have 
given  an  impetus  to  Chess  ill  America.  We  give 
some  fui  ther  extracts  which  are  interesting,  one  of 
them  showing  lhat  the  coming  Pillsbury  is  tapidly 
developing  into  a  sans-voir  player  of  no  mean 
ability. 

An  "  off-hand  skirmish  "  lhat  occurred  recently 
in  Montreal  is  given  below  : 

WHITE. 
Mr.  Fleming. 

1  — P  to  K  4 

2  — Kt  to  O  B  3 

3  — P  to  K  B  4 

4—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

5—  P  to  K  R  4 

6—  Kt  to  K  Kt  5 

7—  P  to  Q  4 

8—  P  x  P 

9—  Kt  x  B  P 
10 — B  to  B  4,  cli. 
1 1  — B  to  K  3 

12—  P  to  B  4 

13—  Q  to  B  3 

14 —  B  to  O  3 
^-Q  X  P 

16—  Q  to  Q  2 

17—  Ki  lo  K  2 

18—  B  to  Kt  5,  cli. 

19—  P  to  K  5 

20—  P  x  Kt 

21—  Q  ">  Q3 

22—  Q  x  P 

23  — B  t..  O  2 
24— Q  X  P  ch. 
25  — R  to  R  2 

26—  P  to  Kt  3 

27—  R  x  B 

28—  K  10  B  2 

29—  K  X  R 

30—  K  to  R  3 

31—  K  to  R  2 

32  —  Resigns. 
A  la.ge  Concourse  of  people  attended  to  witness 

the  games  played  by  Steinitz  at  the  rooms  of  the 


New  Yoik  Chess  Club  a  lew  .lays  ago.  The  cham- 
pion concluded  simultaneously  loin  games  against 

the  Strongest  playeis  of  the  club  in  consullali  

I  he  performance  lasted  ovei  five  hours,  and  at 
the  close  Steinitz  had  scoi  ed  two  wins  and  lost  one, 
while  the  last  game  was  abandoned  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  ihe  hour.  In  the  game  lost  by  Steinitz 
the  allies  played  a  French  defence.  It  will  be  seen 
by  reference  10  ilie  diagram  given  below  lhat 
Steinitz  made  a  slip  by  capturing  a  pawn  will,  his 
pawn  inslead  of  taking  it  with  his  knight  on  the 
(oui  teeillll  move. 

BLACK  (LISSNER  AND  J  ANSI  BIN.) 


WHITE  (STEINITZ.) 

Black  played  here  B— Q  R  5,  whereupon  White 
had  nothing  belter  than  to  give  up  the  exchange, 
the  allies,  playing  with  consummate  skill,  won 
finally  a  piece,  whereupon  Steinitz  lesigned  on 
the  thirty- second  move. 

H.  N.  Pillsbury  gave  another  of  his  blindfold 
exhibitions  at  the  Manhattan  Chess  Club  of  New 
Yoik  recently,  and  from  the  team  of  eight  players 
pitted  agamsl  him,  he  succeeded  in  winning  six 
and  drawing  two  games  without  suffering  a  single 
defeat.  s 

The  tournament  committee  recently  appointed 
by  the  boaid  of  directors  cf  the  New  York  Stale 
Chess  Association  held  a  meeting  a  few  weeks  ago 
at  the  rooms  of  the  Manhattan  Chess  Club  in  New 
York,  111  order  to  p.epa.e  for  the  annual  tourna- 
ment which  always  lake  place  on  Washington's 
bnthday.  The  association  will  this  year  strive 
hard  lo  have  this  meeting  surpass  all  former  ones 
as  lo  surroundings,  piizes,  elc. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


BLACK. 
Mr.  Steinitz. 

i  — P  10  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  P  X  P  5 

4—  P  to  K  Kt  4 

5—  P  to  K  Kt  5 

6—  P  to  O  3 

7—  P  to  B  6 

8—  P  to  R  3 

9—  K  x  Ki 
10— K  to  K  sq. 
1 1  —  Kt  to  B  3 
12— P  to  Kt  6 

13  — Kt  to  Q  R  4 

14—  P  to  Kt  7 

15—  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

16—  B  to  K  Kt  5 

17—  P  to  B  4 

18—  K  10  B  2 

19—  P  io  O  R  3 
20^P  x  B 

21—  Q  x  P 

22—  Q  to  K  3 

23—  Kt  to  B  5 

24—  B  to  l<2 

25—  P  to  Q  4 

26—  B  x  Kt 

27—  R  to  |<i  8,  ch. 

28—  R  10  Kt  7,  ch. 

29—  Q  X  R,  ch. 

30—  Q  to  B  6,  ch. 
31  — R  to  K  Kt  sq. 


THE 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ... 

From  America   

From  Canada,  &c.  ... 
From      Europe,  via 

Hongkong   

From  I  longkong   

From  America   

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   


NEXT  MAIL  IS  DUE 

perN-v-K.  Friday,  Mar.  a3rd. 

per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  18th  * 

per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  Mar.  .oth.t 

per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  Mar.  18th  t 

per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Friday,  Mar.  aard.l 

per  P.  M.  Co.  Tuesday,  Mar.  j7tl1.ll 

per  N  D.  I.loyd  Wed'day, Mar.  21st 

per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  a4th 

per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  Mar.  agth.' 


Ociame  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  February  a?th 
t  Cl"ua  'lft  Vancouver  on  March  5th.  ToLXft 
Kobe  on  March  i7th.     |  Belgic  left  Hongkong  on  March  ,6th 

EZl°/£'%'l'7a''Z'°  ^J*"  Fra"cisco8on  March  8th.  The 
Engl. si.  mail  ,s  on  board  the  steamer  Niobe. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Hongkong    Der  P.  &  O.  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    perN.  Y.  |{. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong. 

    per  N.  D.  Lloyd 

For  America    pet  O.  &  O.  Co. 

tor  Europe,  viaSl.ang- 

.  ,,la*   Per  M.  M.  Co. 

I'or  Canada,  Sic   per  C-  P.  R.  Co 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 


Sunday,  Mar.  18th. 
Tuesday,  Mar.  aoth. 

Tuesday,  Mar.  aoth. 

Friday,  Mar.  ajrd. 
Saturday,  Mar.  34th. 

Saturday,  Mar.  34th. 
Friday,  Mar.  30th. 

Saturday,  Mar.  31st. 
Tuesday,  April  3rd. 


Alary  Taylor  Bn.isl.  schoone, ,  47,  Robb.ns,  ml, 

M.,,.: I..- Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Geai.-C  

Oscar  II     Norwegian  steamer,  1,990,  Ann**, 

I  III.  Marciv—  New  Yoik  viA  Shanghai,  Oil  and 
Geneial. —  Fiazat  &  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstiand, 
nth  March,— Kobe  10th  Match,  Geneial.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
Satsuma  Maru,  Japanese  Steamer,  1,160,  ft  (. 
Somrnei,  nth  March,— Otaru  via  p.nts,  Gene* 
pal.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wdlard   A  xnsviorth,    Ameiicnn    iclioonei  40 
Crockett,    nth    Match,— Seattle,  Wash.',  Oil! 
Januaiy,  Sealing  Gea.  —O.  O  Delict. 
Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocqiie, 
12th  Match,— Hongkong  2nd,  Nagasaki  81  It, 
and  Kobe  nth  Match,  Mails  and  Geneial—  P* 
&  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Oscar  and  Ilattie,  B.  11  ish  schooner,  82,  Magnaseu, 
131I.  Match,— Tokyo  131I1  March,  Ballast.— 

Ca  p  ta  in . 

AsagOP  Marti,  Japanese  steatnei,  1,540,  H.Walter 
I3lh  March,— TaJcao,  Sugar.— Nippon  Yusen' 
Kaisha. 

Ocean  Belle,    British  schooner,  84,   T  OTeny 

13th    Ma.ch,— Victo.ia,    B.C.,    18th  Januaiy! 

Sealing  Geai. — Captain. 
Bellana,  German  steamer,  2,032,  14th  March   

Hamburg  via  poi  ts,  Gene,  a!.— Simon,  Eveis  & 

Co. 

Man,  British  steamer,  2,299,  Nisi.,  141I,  March. 
—Liverpool  via  poits,  Geneial.— Buttei  field  & 
Swire. 

China,  British  steamer,  2,600,  Wm.  Ward,  141I1 
Ma.  ch,— Hongkong  via  pons,  71I,  March,  Mails 
^  and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
14th  March, — Oiaiu  via  poits,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Annie  Paint,  British  schooner,  82,  Bissetl,  141I1 
March,— Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear.— Cap- 
tain G.  Cox. 

Jane  Gray,  American  schooner,  107,  14th  March, 

—San  F.ancisco,  Sealing  Gear, — Captain. 
Arietis,   Biilish  schooner,  86,  W.  Douglas  15th 

Mai  ch,— Victoria,    B.C.,    via   San    F.  ancisco, 

Sealing  Gear.— Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Kumamoto  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,240,  Olsen 

15th  Ma.cl.,— Hakodate  13th  Match,  General.' 

—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 

16U1  March,— Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 

General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba. 
W.  P.  Hall,  Bi  ilish  schooner,  98,  J.  B.  Brown, 

161I1  March,— Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear.— 

Captain. 

Esmeralda,  British  schooner,  130,  J.  T.  Harrison 
16th  March,— Guam,  Copra.—  Jai  dine,  Mathe- 
son  &  Co. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  161I1 
March,  — Moji,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bisl.i  Sha. 

H.  M.  Pollock,  British  steamer,  1,623,  Wm.  Mc- 
Dowell, 17th  March,— Middlesboio',  General. 
— Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 
—  ♦  — 

ARRIVALS. 

Pathan,   British   steamer,    1,763,  Wright,  totl, 

MC^^eoWX0rk  V^  ',0,ts'  Gene.al.-Dod. 
well,  Cai  1 1 1 1  &  Co. 

Tritosi   German   steamer,    1,085,   Dessler,  iotl. 

Kill  ChTr°>  32'5°°  b"g*  Sugar. -Flint, 
ls..lby  &  Co. 

Fero'iia   Btitish  steamer,  1.930,  Butlerwick,  loth 
Ma.ch,— Batoun,,  Oil.-Sa.nuel  Samuel  &  Co 
IstS,   Bt.Ush  steamer,  1.588,  Feriw.l,  i0.h  March! 
— t«alinoul-h  via  polls,  General.— Smith,  BnUei 
X  Lo. 

Myrmidon,  British  steamer,  1,815,  10th  Match  — 

Live,  pool  via  po.ts,  Gene,  al.— Buttei  field  '& 
3«llf. 

Vary  Ellen,  Sritish  schoonei,  63  W  D  Hughes 
lltli  Ma»cl.,-Viclo.ia,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gea.,- 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 
Tacoma,  British  steamer,  1,661,  J.  R.  Hill,  loth 
Ma.ch,— Tacoma,  Wash.,   via.  Victoria,  B.C., 
Mails  and  General.— Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Caledonien,  ^French  steamer,  2,500,  Flandin,  nth 
March,— Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  Gene- 
ral.— Messageiies  Mai  itimes  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  nth 

Ma.ch,— Moji,  Ballasi.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Glenesk,  British  steamer,  2,275,  Webster,  nth 
March,  —  London  via  ports,  General. — Jardine, 
Ma.l.eson  &  Co. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   1,512,  C. 
Young,  nth  March,— Otaru  via  ports,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Pathan,    British    steamer,    1,763,   Wright,  I2lh 
March,— New  Yoik  via  ports,  General.— Dod- 
well, Ca.  I  a  II  &  Co. 
Spondilus,  Biilish  steamer,  2,350,  Hocken,  12th 
Ma.ch, — London  via  ports,  General. — Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co. 
Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
131I1  March, — Shanghai  and  pons,  Mails  and 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
May  Belle,  B.it.sh  schooner,  57,  E.  Shields,  131I1 
Ma.  ch,  — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— F.  azar 
&  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
I31I1  Ma.ch,  —  Otaru  via  polls,  General.  —  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tiitos,  Get  man  steamer,  1,085,  Dossier,  131b 
Match, — Takao,  BhIIhsI. — Flint,  Kilhy  &  C<>. 

Carlotta  G  Cox.  Biilish  schoonei,  82,  W  D. 
Bye.s,  141b  Ma.ch,— North  Pad  fic, '  Sea  I  ing 
Gear. — Captain  G  Cox. 
E  B\  Marvin,  B'.iisli  schoonei,  98.  J  C.  Hanis, 
141I.  Match,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Geai . — - 
Captain  G.  Cox, 
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Myrmidon,  British  steamer,  1,815,  R-  Nelson,  14th 

Maid), —  London   vi&  ports,  General. — Buller- 

field  &  Swire. 
Itsukushima  Kan  (12),  Japanese  cruiser,  Captain 

K.  Ijiclii,  15th  March, — Yokosuka. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

151I1  March, — Yokosuka,  Ballast. — Nippon  Yu- 

sen  Kaisha. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,580,  H.  Waller, 
161I1  March, —  Kobe,  General.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

China,  Brilisli  steamer,  2,600,  Wm.  Ward,  161I1 

March,— San   Francisco,  via  Honolulu,  Mails 

and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Kumamoto  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,240,  Olsen, 

171I1  March, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports: — Mrs.  Donohue,  Miss  Beck,  Miss 
Wallace,  Mr.  C.  B.  Format),  Miss  H.  Alway,  Mr. 
Attwood,  Mr.  Tyler,  Rev.  A.  Webb,  Mrs.  and 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Jack  Young,  Mr.  G.  Gilligan, 
and  Colonel  M.  Peck  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  from  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Mr.  Qui)),  H.B.M.  Consul,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Buxton  and  child,  Mr.  Rosenfeld,  Mr.  K. 
Okamoto,  Miss  C.  Loxlon,  Mr.  H.  Nakamura, 
and  Mr.  C.  Gibbens  in  cabin.  For  San  Fran- 
cisco :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tomes,  2  children,  and 
European  servant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fagg,  Mr.  E. 
Sackerman,  Mr.  Reid,  Mrs.  Glover,  Lieutenant 
Houston,  U.S.N.,  Mrs.  Aulin  and  child,  Dr.  H. 
M.  Brown,  and  Mr.  A.  J,  Nichols  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  ports: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.C.  Ho- 
ward, Miss  Richard,  Miss  Hennesey,  Miss  G. 
Stewart,  Mr.  J.  W.  Lee,  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Wheeler,  Mr. 
K.  Miyagawa,  His  Excellency  Mr.  E.  Dun,  Mr. 
H.W.  Denison,  Mr.  Ishibashi,  Mr.  N.  Macondiay, 
and  Dr.  J.  H.  Tripler  in  cabin  ;  Messrs.  F.  C. 
Tuunell,  R.  Nagashima,  Ikuta,  and  A.  Harada 
in  second  class,  and  30  passengers  in  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Caledonien,  for  Shanghai 
via  Kobe: — Miss  Sale,  Miss  Lilian  Slane,  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Sale,  Mr.  F.  Hardy,  Mrs.  T.  Monleggia, 
Messrs.  W.  Murray,  M.  Erahimjee,  H.  Delmas, 
G.  Couzineau,  H.  Osborne,  Asakura  Yeijiro, 
Mrs.  Shiraishi  Munc,  Mr.  Metivier,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  A.  Scott,  Messrs.  Odon  Vinals,  E.  Kitakoga, 
A.  ].  McDonell,  J.  A.  Brandenburg,  Nakajima, 
J.  M.  Rosenthal,  and  Mitsuaki  Kasahaia  in 
cabin  ;  4  seamen  and  one  Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports: — Mrs.  Kenderdine  and  child,  Admiral 
Aiura,  General  Nozu,  Captain  Curnow,  Master 
E.  Steele  and  amah,  Messrs.  P.  B.  Pol,  Y.  Shima- 
zaki,  N.Shiba,  S.  Kishi,  Matsumoto,  Takashima, 
and  S.  Mikami  in  cabin  ;  Miss  Funaki,  Misses 
T.  and  M.  Inagaki,  Messrs.  S.  Yoshiwara,  Ohi- 
nouye,  Wong  Kai  Wing,  W.  H.  Young,  Y. 
Kamamoto,  and  Y.  Inagaki  in  second  class,  and 
59  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  for  San  Francisco 
via  Honolulu  : — Miss  H.  Alway,  Mrs.  Aulin,  child, 
and  infant,  Mr.  J.T.  Boag,  Dr.  H.  M.Brown, 
Miss  K.  S.  Birnstingl,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay  J. 
Buxton  and  two  children,  Captain  and  Mrs.  du 
Buisson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Bull,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
James  Craighead,  Mr.  J.  W.  Crown,  Mr.  N. 
Depuis,  Mrs.  M.  Donohue  and  maid,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Davison,  Consul  Jobs  Fuhr,  Mr.  Charles  Fine, 
Mr.  R.  Ferguson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fagg,  Mis 
Glover,  Mr.  R.  B.  Grinnan-  and  two  daughters, 
Lieut.  N.  T.  Houston,  U.S.N.,  Mr.  A.  J.  Kendall, 
Mr.  F.  C.  G.  Menzies,  Miss  Mary  Mailes,  Dr 
Millot,  Mr.  A.  G.  Nichols,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A 
Peterson,  Mr.  J.  J.  Quin,  H.B.M.'s  Consul  at 
Nagasaki,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  E.  Sackermann,  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Stevens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  O.  Squier,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tomes,  two  children,  and  maid,  Mr. 
Wasserfall,  Miss  Wallace,  Miss  E.  While  and 
maid,  Mr.  S.  F.  Wombwell,  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Wheeler  in  cabin. 

CARGOES. 
Per  British  steamer  China,  for  San  Francisco 
via,  Honolulu  :— 


tka  . 

IAN  NEW  HONO-  OTHER 

rHi  NClnCIP.   YORK.  CHICAOO*   LULU.    CITIES.  TOTAL, 


Hyogo  .... 
Hongkong 

Amoy  

Calcutta 


—  257 
I5«  3' 

—  4.097 
20  — 


—  —  257 
167  —  349 

—  —  4,079 

—  —  20 


4.723 


Shanghai  .., 

Hongkong 

Yokohama 


VHANCIRCO.  VUKK.  HARTFORD.  lolA 

—  3»°  —  310 

—  216  —  216 

—  4°7         100  507 


Total 


—  933 


100 


'.033 


Per  French  steamer  Caledonien,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe: — Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  1,061  bales.  Trea- 
sine  for  Kobe,  $302,000. 

Per  British  steamer  Tacotna,  for  Tacoma,  Wash., 
via  Victoria,  B.C.  :— 

TEA. 

PACIFIC     NEW  OTHER 
COAST.     YORK.  CHICAGO.  CANADA.  CITIES.  TOTAL. 

Hyogo    —      305        —       —       —  305 

Yokohama  ...  15  —  —  —  —  35 
Hongkong   102        —    1,233        —       —  '.335 

Total   137      305    1,233       —       —  >>°75 

SILK . 

NEW  YORK.    OTHER  CITIES.  TOTAL. 

Yokohama    74    —    74 


Total   74 


74 


REPORTS. 
The  British  steamer  China,  Captain  Wm.  Ward, 
reports: — Lefl  Hongkong  the  7th  Match;  had 
foggy  weather  through  Formosa  Channel  ;  rain 
and  cloudy  weather  across  Eastern  Sea  to  Naga- 
saki ;  thence  to  port  fine  weather. 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 

Imported  goods  generally  are  not  in  a  good 
position,  as  the  country  folk  express  their  intention 
of  restricting  consumption  at  the  threatened  high 
prices.  In  Grey  Yarn  and  Shit  tings  there  has 
been  some  symptoms  of  excitement.  These  things 
must  be  had  to  some  extent  and  dealers  find  that 
they  have  to  pay  up  accordingly.  Consequently 
our  quotations  ate  mote  or  less  nominal  until  we 
see  exactly  where  the  market  is.  Woollens  quiet 
pending  developments. 

CO  I  I  OH    HIECIC  (iOODS. 

PER  PIECE. 

Cncy  Shillings — 8J  Hi ,  3H4  yds.  3y  i  nches  $2.40  102.90 

Grey  Shiitings — gill,  384  yds.  4 5 i ncliee  2.60  to  3.35 

l".  Cloth — 71b,  2.1  yai  ds,  32  inches    1.70  lo  2.00 

InJigo  Shii  tings — 12  yaids,  44  inches...  1.70  to  2.35 

Pr  ints — Assorted, 24  yards,  30  inches...  175  to  3.57 

Cotton — Italians  andSatteens  lllack,  33  pek  yamd. 

inches    o  10  lo  011 

Velvets — Hlack,  35  yards,  22  inches     ...  6,85  to  9,05 

Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42  3  inches...  0.85  to  1.00 

t  urkey  Reds — 2.0  to  2. 4II),  24/25  yards,  pkh  piece. 

30  inches    1-55  to  1  70 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  31b,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    1  80  to  2.10 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/^5  yards, 

32  inches    2.35  t»  2.80 

Turkey  Reds — 4.8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   3  °°  to  3.20 

WOOL I. HNS.  PEKYAP.D. 

Flannel   $0,271}  In  0.45 

Italian  Cloth,  , 10  yards,  32  inches  hesl  0.35  to  0.40 
Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches 

Medium   «  3°  l"  °-3S 

Italian   Clolh,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common    0.25  to  0.30 

Mousseline  de  I.aine — (.'rape,  2  |  yards, 

31  inches    0.15  10  o  224 

Cloths— Pilots,  54  @  56  inches    0.35  lo  0.50 

Cloths — Presidents,  54  (di  56  inches    ...  0.60  lo  0/15 

Cloths — Union,  54  (-5  56  inches    0  40  to  0.70 

Nlpnkels — Scailet  and  Gieen,  4  to  3jll>, 

P«i  n>   0.45    In  0  «i7j 

t  o  n  on  va itns.     rtK  p,CUi.. 

;Jos.  10/ -4.  Oi'linary    — 

Mos.  10/24,  Medium    $38  00  to  39  00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  lo  Rest   39-5°  to  4°-50 

N06.  1 6/24 ,  Rever  se    — 

Nos.'a8/32,  Ordinary   40  00  to  40.50 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    41  00  to  42.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Gooil  to  Hest   42.00  Id  43.00 

Nos.  38/ 12,  Medium  to  Heat    46.00  lo  47.00 

No.  12s,  Two  fold    45.00  1046.00 

No.  1  as ,  Two-fold    52.00  to  54.00 

PUtl  L.I.I. 

No.  2os,  Uoinhay      — 

No.  16s,  Hotnhav    ■    — 

"1 l£TA  I  S 

Nothing  fresh  in  this  market.  Holders  are 
strong  and  will  probably  secure  their  asking  prices 
when  dealers  ate  compelled  to  operate. 

PER  P  I C  U  I. . 

I'lal  Dais,  i  inch    »3  60  lo  3.65 

Flat  liars,  i  inch    3  7°  ">  375 

Round  and  square  u|>  to  J  iitch    3.60  lo  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3.70  103.80 

Sheet  Iron   4  75  <°  5<>o 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20109.80 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6  00  I06.25 

l  in  Platen,  |ier  l.ox   6.10  lo  6.30 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    )  .70  t''  1. 75 

1(1'.  KOSI'NK. 

The  market  sales  very  firm,  but  quotations  are 
unchanged.  Distributors  seem  in  fairly  good 
shape  and  the  outlook  is  by  no  means  bad  if  sup- 
plies are  not  excessive.  Deliveries  are  fair  both 
of  American  and  Russian  oil. 

Chester    * » -72*  to  1  -75 

Cornel    170   lo  1  72* 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.674  to  1.7a 

Russian  Moon    >-6s  (01.67} 


SUGAR. 

Maiket  seems  fairly  buoyant  and  holders  ate 
sanguine  as  to  the  prospect.  Noihing  of  imme- 
diate interest  to  note,  but  the  trade  seems  to  be 
running  on  a  fail ly  even  keel. 

PER  PICUL. 

itrown  Takao    $4.45  to  4.50 

Brown  Manila    5,30  to  5.35 

Brown  Daitong    4.10104.15 

Brown  Canton    4.40  to  4.60 

White  Java  and  Penang   e.go  to  7.00 

White  Kelined    7.50109.10 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  9U1  instant,  since  which 
dale  settlements  on  this  market  are  794  piculs, 
divided  thus:  Filatures,  613  piculs;  Re-reels,  161 
piculs;  Kukeda,  20  piculs.  Direct  shipments 
have  been  121  bales,  making  the  total  expoit 
business  of  the  week  about  900  piculs. 

There  has  been  much  less  doing  this  week  and 
the  spurt  seems  to  have  pretty  well  died  away.  In 
some  classes  Japanese  are  inclined  to  be  current, 
because  they  realize  the  fact  that  the  stock  at  pie- 
sent  is  10,000  piculs  ;  that  spting  reelings  will  soon 
becoming  in  and  add  to  that  stock;  and  that 
the  season  is  well  advanced.  It  is  not  likely  that 
they  will  have  many  more  such  opportunities  to 
push  off  any  considerable  poition  of  their  stock 
before  the  coming  new  crop  tends  further  to  com- 
plicate  matters.  Their  position  is  not  neat  ly  so 
good  as  it  was  a  year-  ago,  although  the  abnormal- 
ly low  exchange  has  assisted  them  by  giving  them 
more  dollars  for  their  silk  just  now  than  they  even 
dreamed  of  a  few  mouths  back. 

Italy  still  remains  a  strong  competitor  and  con- 
sumption is  disappointing;  in  fact,  there  seems 
more  than  enough  silk  lo  go  round  and  unless 
some  disaster  happens  to  the  crops  during  the 
next  three  months,  we  must  look  for  a  continued 
period  of  low  prices  through  the  present  year. 

Exchange  seems  to  be  weakening  again  and  no 
one  knows  what  is  in  store  for  us  in  this  direction. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  N.  P.  sleamer  Tacoma, 
IOth  instant,  cairied  74  bales  for  the  New  Y01  k 
trade;  the  French  mail  steamer  Caledonien,  nth 
instant,  took  I,o6l  bales  for  Europe  and  the 
P.M. S.S.  China,  which  left  port  to  day,  carries 
507  bales  for  the  United  States  markets.  These 
departures  bring  the  present  export  figures  up  to 
35.'5°  piculs,  agaiusl  43,800  piculs  last  year  and 
40,825  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Filatures. — By  far  the  greatest  trade  has  been 
ill  these,  fine  sizes  for  Europe  having  the  prefer- 
ence. Sellers  do  their  best  to  push  up  prices  and 
one  or  two  small  parcels  of  Extra  are  reported 
done  at  a  very  high  figure — somewhere  neai  $900 
— but  this  requires  confirmation.  Asa  rule,  puces 
have  not  advanced  much  on  these  sorts  since  last 
week,  and  probably  with  a  little  effort  last  week's 
rates  would  be  practicable.  Willi  regaid  to  full- 
sized  Filatures,  holders  are  stiong  because  of  the 
paucity  of  I  lie  stock.  Tokosha  has  again  been  done 
at  $790,  and  this  may  be  considered  as  a  basis  for 
quotations  at  the  present  time. 

Rereels. — Theie  has  been  some  business  doing, 
chiefly  in  medium  kinds,  at  prices  ranging  from 
$700  to  $760,  with  inferior  at  $680  down  to  $650. 
Nothing  done  in  well  known  chops  just  recently. 

Kakeda. — A  small  business  in  these,  holders 
asking  loo  much  money.  For  Horsehead  I  they 
demand  $725,  while  Musume  I  can  be  done,  and 
has  been  done,  in  small  quantity  at  $715.  Other 
soils  at  propoi  tionate  prices. 

Oshu  kinds  have  given  lise  to  no  business  this 
week. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No.  1 4   — 

Hanks — No .  2  (  Shinsliii )    — 

Hanks — No.  2  (  )<>shrr)    — 

Hanks — No.  24  (Shinsliii)   — 

Hanks— No.  2J  (  ]oslut)  

Hanks — No.  2J  to  3    — 

Hanks — No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  3*    — 

Filatures — Kxli  a  10/1  2  denieis   Nom.  — 

filatures — Iixtra  13/15  denieis    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1 ,  i 0/ 1 3  .leniei  s   $S20  to  830 

Filatures — No.  r,  13/15,  14/16  <len   820  to  830 

Filatures— No.  ij,  10/14  denieis    76010  770 

Filatures — No.  1 ) ,  13/iti,  14/1  7  den   76010  770 

Filatures — No.  2,  10/ 1 5  denieis    730  to  740 

Filatures — No.  2,  1*4'/ 18  denieis    730  to  740 

Filatures — No.  3,  14/20  denieis    700  to  710 

Re-reels — Extra    — 

Re-reels— (Oshu)  Hesl  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-ieels — No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  denieis   780  lo  790 

Re-reels— No.  1 4 ,  1 3/ 16,  1 4/1 7  denieis   740  to  750 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  1  4/18  deiiiers   710  to  720 

Re-reels — No.  24,  14/18  deniers    67010  680 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1 4/20  denieis    65010  660 

Kakedas — Extra    Nom.  — 

Kakedas — No.  1    740  to  750 

Kakedas — No.  it    7ioto  720 

Kakedas — No.  2    680  to  690 

Kanedas — No.  24    660  to  670 

Kakedas— No.  3    — 
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1  Iniiiutsiiui —  No.  ,i,  4 

  Nom. 





Kxpoi  <  K»w  SilU  r 

allies  lo  161I1  March, 

iHy4. 

i'm  i«o3-iHg4.    189a. 93 

■  Hgi.ija. 

'IllH.            II  •  1  ||  . 

IK  1  l>. 

"■1.569 

\iuaricn  ... 

25.329 

loUl    I  I,'"1"  34.^9 

I  PlClfl«  35.'.SO 

SallleMMnta  •ml  Direct  1  """'•*■ 
Kxportfioui  ist  |uly   \  36,"°° 
Stock,  16th  March    10.000 


43.034 
.13,800 


43.95<> 

I.QOO 


39.893 
40.825 

t  1(1  11 1 1 , 
42,150 

7.850 


A    ajilal.lft  Rll|l|ilief|  lo  tiatc  46,000 

WAS  I  E  SII.K  , 


45,8.50  50,000 


There  has  heen  iailier  mote  business  doing  the 
as  I  two  or  tin  ee  days  and  seltlemenls  for  the  wee 
amount  to  696  piculs,  divided  rims :    Noshi,  28 
piculs  ;  Kibiso,  357  piculs  ;  Mawata,  50  piculs.  N 
direct  shipment  tliis  week. 

Again   the  principal  demand    has    run  upon 
Noshi  and  Kibiso,  with  one  small  transaction 
Mawata.    Dealeisare  peihaps  more  disposed  to 
he  current  at  quotations,  hut  they  will  not  reduce 
then  pi  ices  sufficiently  lo  induce  a  large  business. 
They  seem  lo  think  that  with  the  low  exchange  now 
1  nling  they  ought  to  he  able  to  obtain  some  increase 
rather  than  decrease  in  prices.    We  think,  how 
ever,  that  if  they  want  to  move  any  considerable 
quantity  of  their  stock  they  must  make  concessions 
Theie  has   been   no  export  duiing  the  week 
none  of  the  steamers   leaving    poit    taking  any 
cargo.    The  expoi  t  figures  therefore  remain  21,681 
piculs  for  the  present  season,  against  33,01 2  piculs 
last  year  and  25,984  piculs  at  the  same  date  in 
1892. 

Pierced  Cocoons — Nothing  done  for  export,  and 
the  remaining  stock  will  probably  be  absoibed  by 
the  internal  liade. 

Noshi. — The  principal  transactions  have  been 
in  Oshu,  pi  ices  ranging  from  $135,  while  fair 
Joshu  has  been  done  at  $79,  with  common  at  $1 
Retail  transactions  in  Filature  at  $130  and  $140. 

Kibiso. — Some  little  revival  in  demand  and  a 
good  many  Filatures  have  beeit  placed  at  prices 
ranging  from  $100  to  $110.  Zaguri  has  brought 
$60,  while  in  other  kinds  nothing  has  been  done. 

Mawata. — One  purchase  has  been  made,  pro- 
bably for  the  United  States  trade,  at  $175. 

Sundries. — No  movement  at  all;  everything 
quite  neglected. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — liood  lo  Hest    

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Uest  $,45to  150 

Noshi-ito— Filatuie,  Good    135  to  140 

Noshi-ito— Filatme,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noshi-ito— Oshu,  Good  to  Hest    130  to  140 

Noshi-ito— Shiiisliu,  Hest     

Noshi-ito— Shinshu,  Good   100  to  10s 

Noshi-ito— Shinshu,  Medium    goto  os 

Noshi-ito— Bushu.  Good  to  Hest  to  12I 

Noshi-ito— Joshu,  Ijest   _ 

Noshi-ito— joshu,  Good   75  to  80 

Noshi-ito— Joshu,  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kibiso— Filature,  Hest  selected   ,05  to  1 10 

Kibiso— Filatin-e,  Seconds   Q5  to  )00 

Kibiso— Oshu,  Good  to  Best    7o  to  80 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Hest  ,   

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Seconds     

Kibiso— Joshu,  Good  to  Fair  40  to  is 

Kibiso— Joshu,  Middling  to  Common  ,     iS  to  to 

Kibiso— Hachoji,  Good    „  to  10 

Kibiso— Hachoji,  Medium  to  Low  "     25  to  20 

Kibiso— Neri,  Good  to  Common  _ 
Vlawata-Good  to  Hest  170  lo  180 

Kxpoil  Table  WasteSilkto  l6lh  March ,  1894;— 

SHAIOH    1803.94.        1893-93.  1891-92. 

Piculs.      I'iciii.i.      Pi  cun. 

Waste  Silk    18,450        30,320  23,889 

5   3.231  2,692  2,095 


rred  Cc 


21,681       33.012  25,984 


Settlement:,  and  Uiicct 
Export  from  1st  luly 


23.500 


40,700 
2,700 


27,375 
10,625 


Stork,  16th  March   16,600 

A  vailable  supplies  to  date  40,100  43,400  38,000 
Exchange  has  dropped  in  sympathy  with  the  de 
dining  price  of  Silver.  VVe  quote  :  — London, 
4in/s.  Credits,  2/0^;  Documents,  2/of;  6m/s  Cre 
d.ts,  2/of  New  York  3od/s.  U.S.  ?49| ;  4m/s, 
U.S.  8503.  Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2  w  • 
6m/s.  fcs.  2.59.  °'  ' 


Estimated  SilU  Slock,  16th  March,  iSq4.__ 

5l».  -lours 

Hanlts    40 

Filatures    5.350 

*e:ree',s   3,440 

Kalceda    1,120 

Osnu    35 

Taysaam  Kinds  ...  15 


Total  piculs   10,000 


WaI'II.  PICULS. 

Cocoons   150 

Noshi-ito    8,370 

Kibiso    7('e,0 

Mawata  

Sundries    330 


Total  piculs  .16,600 


rsA. 

Between  seasons,  and  although  a  small  quantity 
of  old  leaf  continues  lo  move  theie  Is  nothing  ol 
inlnest  in  this  market.  New  crop  is  said  lo  be 
forward  and,  unless  unexpected  frost  nips  the  leaf 
buds,  the  season  will  open  eaily. 

EXCHANGE. 

In  sympathy  with  silver,  iaies  of  exchange 
have  again  declined. 

Sterling — Bank  T.T   11 18 

>icihi.K  —  Haul,  Hills  oil  demand    1  \\\ 

Sleilinp  —  Bank  4  months'  gig  lit    2!oi 

St <  1  lint; — l'i  ivate  4  months'  sight   2/0S 

Sleilinp — Private  6  months'  sight   2/0J 

On  I'aris — Hanlc  sight   2.47 

On  1'aiis — Private  4  mouths  'sight      2.56 

On  Hongkong — Hanlt  sight    4  °/0  dis. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    \\  U/B  dis, 

On  Shanghai — Hanlt  sight      72J 

On  Shanghai — Piivate  10  days'  sight    73J 

On  India — Bank  sight    171 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight    17s 

On  America — Band  Bills  oil  demand   ..,   47^ 

On  America — Piivate  30  days'  sight    49^ 

On  America — Piivate  4  months'  sight   50^ 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.01 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.09 

Bar  Silver  (London)    2y{ 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 

"yy  E  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 

March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annua!  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  World. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 


MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders 
'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all   Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.   Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants,  Storekeepers,  and  W holesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest.  ' 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies  are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TuADE." 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  »  enjoys  a  very  large  circu. 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  -wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THEEDT?TN0T7?LY  ^,0^IGN,.AND  COLONIAL 
JiiDllION  .s  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 

each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Bayers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
Lhina,  Japan.South  America,  and  other  countries, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
Disiiict,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating, 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


Y. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 


Delicately  fragrant  as  the  Rose  itself. 
Always  sweet  and  fresh,  its  delightful 
odour  never  wearies. 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

absolutely  superior  to  all  other  malies 
for  the  fineness  of  itseroma,its  strength, 
and  its  exceedingly  refreshing  qualities. 
Atkinson's  English  is  the  best. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAl'TIOH!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
bine  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
'White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 


Fitted  with  KINGDOMS  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

■j.  First-class  Workmanship. 

4.  '  Glef^st'obta'rnable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied . 

5.  Ouicknessin  raising  steam . 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 
7    Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description,! rom  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upward,.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c  3tc.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  iSto  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  pwer,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land 1800,  in  competition  ouen  to  all  makers. 
iterated  Catalogue  in  English  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS'  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LOtfDONOFFICE:I7I,aUEENVICTORIASTREET,E.C 

May  7th,  1893. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  Or  debilitated 
"  constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

c,o  s„„.ti  B-.KER.  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
?  -n  Ahv«inia  " •  says--  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
?r,en  nrm  the  Fakir  that  1  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
brines  at  the  se  v  ce  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
T %  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
short  time  I  ha .d m™V  *PP    The6e  are  mo6t  use£ui  t0  an  ex- 

Sllre    L  pos  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 

an' undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  winch  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
nf  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
!k in  diseases,  and  in  arresting-md  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  IT.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travel: 
in  China,  published  in  :87 ■ .  saysV"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  o 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence  milk  fowls 
but  er?  "d  hcrse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la,t  a  tea, 
SDOonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  af  owl  and  any  quant,  ty  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  1  was  obl.ged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Meditine  Vendors  the  throughou 
World.  Mayist.i89o. 


Awarded  Cold  Medal  Lpool  Ihtehht  Exhibition,  1886. 
MGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 


LIMITED, 


LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixture." 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  OH  APPLICATION. 

■•tabllabed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  haron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


FOB 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES, 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


vuiupa>i£j  .  nil 

LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Eenchurc'n  Avenue,  London,  Engiam^ 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama.     Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


June  14th,  1892. 


DlNNEFOkDS 


ThTXwI^al  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFQRD3 
FLUID 

MAGNESIA 


MA 


IA 


N.B.-  ASK  FOR 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
niNNEFQRD'S  MAGNESIA, 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  s^Steam  Launch C? 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH 

Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.  TT 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes 


GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft. 

Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 


or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m  i  m  e., 

Manager. 


April  2311),  1893. 
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AD  VI  EN  NE  QUEPOURRa!" 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager, 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same;  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  March  24.TH,  1894. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  death  is  announced  of  Baron  Nitta  Toshi- 
zumi,  which  took  place  on  the  15th  inst. 

The  Governor  of  Hongkong  and  Lady  Robinson 
are  coming  to  Japan  for  a  two  months'  holiday. 

Rumour  says  that  Count  Goto  will  leave  in 
June  next  for  a  trip  through  various  countries 
of  Asia. 

A  little  Japanese  child  was  run  over  by  a  cart 
in  Yokohama  on  Sunday,  and  died  within  a 

few  hours.   

The  Soiree  Musicale  at  the  Public  Hall  on 
Wednesday,  though  sparsely  attended,  passed 
off  very  delightfully. 

Mr.  Yamamoto  Kentaro,  a  probationer  in  the 
Finance  Department,  has  been  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  the  House  of  Peers. 

Several  imitation  five-jw*  notes,  originally  in- 
tended for  toys,  have  been  tendered  as  paper 
money  within  the  last  few  days  in  Yokohama. 

The  Emperor  has  made  a  very  handsome  gift 
of  several  million  yen  to  the  Kuge  Nobles,  in 
commemoration  of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding. 

The  Yokohama  Gas  Committee  report  a  balance 
in  hand  of  $869,79.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  lamps  were  lighted  during  the  year  at  a  cost 

of  $3,284.82.   

A  guest  staying  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Yoko- 
hama, complained  of  having  been  robbed  of 
$100  during  the  night  of  the  21st.  An  attendant 
is  now  under  arrest. 


portance  of  technical  education  at  a  banquet 
given  by  the  Minister  of  Education  last  week  to 
the  local  governors  now  staying  in  the  capital. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Madame  Patey,  the 
celebrated  contralto  singer.  She  sang  in  Yoko- 
hama at  a  conceit  given  at  the  Public  Hall,  a 
few  years  ago. 

Tuesday  was  the  national  celebration  of  the 
Spring  Festival  of  the  Imperial  Ancestors,  and 
was  observed  as  a  holiday  in  all  government 
departments  and  offices. 

The  death  is  reported  of  Dr.  Asada  Sohaku, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  of  the 
Chinese  school,  which  took  place  in  the  capital 
on  the  1 6th  inst. 

Rinderpest  is  still  prevalent  in  Korea,  and 
great  vigilance  will  have  to  be  exercised  by 
officials  at  the  receiving  ports  to  prevent  another 
outbreak  in  Japan. 

The  report  and  accounts  of  Messrs.  Brett  &  Co., 
Limited,  were  passed  at  the  semi-annual  general 
meeting  held  on  Thursday.  The  company 
declare  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent. 

It  is  slated  that  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha 
has  decided  to  present  yen  50,000  to  Mr. 
Morioka,  in  recognition  of  services  rendered 
while  President  of  the  Company. 

By  the  fire  which  broke  out  in  the  Shinuyu 
Coal  mine  in  Kurate  District,  Fukuoka,  involving 
the  loss  of  over  twenty  miners.  Mr.  Iwasaki 
Kyuya,  is  reported  to  have  lost  yen  110,000. 

The  portraits  of  Messrs.  Kusumoto  Masataka, 
ex-President,  and  Abei  Iwane,  ex-Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Lower  House  during  the  last  session, 
will  shortly  be  painted  in  oils,  to  hang  upon  the 
walls  of  the  House. 

A  woman,  who  stole  yen  700  from  Mayebara 
Hisaakia,  a  pawn-broker  to  whom  she  gave  a 
cigarette  containing  narcotics  while  travelling  in 
a  train  between  Kobe  and  Osaka,  was  arrested 
in  the  latter  city  on  the  18th  inst. 

Paymaster  Ogawa  Moto-o  of  the  Manju  Kan, 
committed  suicide  by  cutting  his  throat  with  a 
short  dagger  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  inst.  at 
Saseho.  A  rumour  in  current  that  he  had  de- 
voted some  official  monies  to  his  own  use. 


Rice  at  Sakai,  Himeji,  Akashi,  Kurume,  Miya- 
tsu,  Nanao,  and  Kofu  ;  Rice  and  Tea  at  Kake- 
gawa;  Rice,  Cotton  Fabrics,  and  Cotton  Yarn 
at  Takata  ;  Rice  and  Cotton  at  Fukuyama; 
Rice  and  Salt  at  Sakaide  ;  Artificial  manure,  Salt 
and  Kerosene  Oil  at  Fu.shiki  ;  Oil  in  Kyoto  ; 
Woven  Goods  and  Cereals  at  Isezaki  ;  Cereals, 
Copper,  and  Iron  in  Osaka,  and  Raw  Cotton 
and  Cotton  Yarn  at  Yokohama. 


The  sealers  who  are  making  Yokohama  their 
head-quarters  this  spring  have  been  commend- 
ably  quiet,  considering  the  class  of  men  from 
whom  they  are  drawn,  but  one  of  them,  an 
Austrian,  stabbed  another  in  a  drunken  brawl 
on  Friday.  No  charge  has  been  brought  against 
him,  as  the  injured  man  preferred  to  go  to  sea 
at  once  instead  of  wasting  time  on  shore  in  pro- 
secuting the  case.  The  assailant,  however,  hap- 
pened to  be  absent  from  his  vessel  without  leave 
at  Lhe  time,  and  the  Assistant-Judge  of  H.B.M. '9 
Court  sentenced  him  to  five  weeks'  hard  labour 
on  the  latter  count. 


Count  Ito  delivered  an  address  upon  the  im- 


The  number  of  persons  owning  velocipedes  in 
the  urban  divisions  of  Tokyo  at  present  is  175, 
and  that  of  cyclists  residing  in  the  rural  divisions 
15.  The  Tokyo  Authorities  are  said  to  have 
decided  to  impose  an  annual  tax  of  one  yen  on 
each  vehicle,  commencing  from  the  1st  prox. 

A  Japanese  houseboy,  left  in  charge  of  a  house 
in  Yokohama,  proving  unfaithful  to  his  trust, 
attempted  suicide  upon  being  found  out.  He 
imbibed  a  mixture  of  iodine,  muriatic  acid,  and 
brandy  in  the  tunnel  at  Sugita,  and  then  wander- 
ed about  the  hills.  The  dose,  however,  failed 
to  take  effect,  and  hunger  finally  drove  him 
back  to  Yokohama,  where  he  confessed  to  the 
police.   

Mr.  de  Bunsen,  First  Secretary  of  H.B.M.'s 
Legation  in  Tokyo,  was  entertained  at  a  fare- 
well dinner  by  the  British  members  of  the 
Tokyo  Club  on  Tuesday  evening.  H.B.M.'s 
Representative  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  affair 
was  much  enjoyed.  The  previous  evening  Mr. 
de  Bunsen  was  present  at  a  farewell  dinner 
given  in  his  honour  by  Count  Ito  at  his  private 
residence  at  Isarago-cho. 


The  Government  has  sanctioned  the  establish- 
ment of  the  following  seventeen  Exchanges  : — 


British  politics  are  greatly  troubled,  Mr.  Henry 
Labouchere  leading  a  revolt  against  the  Govern- 
ment. He  is  supported  by  the  extreme  Radicals 
and  both  sections  of  the  Irish  Party.  The  Ad- 
dress in  reply  to  the  Queen's  Speech  has  been 
passed  in  both  houses,  however.  Earl  Rosebery 
lias  affirmed  his  intention  not  to  abandon  Home 
Rule,  and  also  his  determination  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  Egypt.  In  reply  to  a  question, 
he  said  the  acute  phase  in  regard  to  affairs  in 
Siam  was  over.  The  Times  says  that  it  is  re- 
garded as  certain,  in  the  best,  informed  Radical 
circles,  that  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  will  soon 
take  place.  Mr.  Gladstone  has  now  a  cataract 
in  both  eyes.    Louis  Kossuth  is  dead. 

In  the  Import  trade  the  condition  of  exchange 
still  bars  the  way  to  business  and  prevents  the 
purchase  of  goods  that  are  evidently  wanted 
for  interior  markets.  Yarns  are  firm  at  late 
rates,  but  there  are  only  small  actual  trans- 
actions, though  enquiries  are  made  for  future 
contracts.  Shirtings,  T. -Cloths,  Fancy  Cot- 
tons, and  Woollens  are  all  quiet,  dealers  seem- 
ing disinclined  to  advance  their  offers  to  some- 
thing near  laid-down  cost.  There  is  rather 
more  enquiry  in  the  Metal  market,  though  it 
does  not  appear  to  lead  to  much  business, 
through  lack  of  which  quotations  remain  un- 
altered. The  Kerosene  market  is  quiet  at  late 
rates,  and  the  amount  of  sold  and  unsold  Oil 
in  stock  here  is  said  to  be  about  400,000  cases, 
while  information  from  Kobe  points  to  a  great 
scarcity  in  certain  places  in  the  interior  usually 
supplied  from  that  quarter.  The  brisk  condi- 
tion of  the  Sugar  market  has  continued,  and 
again  stocks  of  Brown  have  been  entirely  clear- 
ed at  advance  figures,  White  sorts  are  also  in 
good  demand  at  better  prices,  and  offers  are 
made  for  "  futures  "  at  present  rates.  The 
Silk  business  has  somewhat  improved,  and  a 
fair  daily  business  was  done  during  the  week 
— mainly  for  Europe — the  stock  being  reduced 
by  about  1,600  piculs.  A  few  spring  reelings 
have  come  in,  but  these  do  not  show  the  quality 
that  might  be  expected — perhaps  an  improve- 
ment may  be  shown  when  the  bulk  is  in  hand. 
Prices,  on  the  whole,  are  much  the  same. 
Waste  Silk  has  seen  a  rather  better  demand  at 
about  late  rates,  but  there  are  indications  of  an 
attempt  to  push  up  prices,  which  if  successful 
will  choke  off  buyers  at  present  rates.  There 
is  nothing  to  report  in  Tea,  though  the  pros- 
pects of  the  new  crop  are  pronounced  favour- 
able at  present,  but  nothing  positive  in  regard 
to  it  can  at  present  be  said.  The  course  of 
Exchange  has  been  downward  though  the 
actual  position  of  rates  is  but  . very  little  lower 
than  that  of  a  week  ago. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


Political  rumours  continue  to  occupy  a  large 
space  in  the  columns  of  the  vernacular  press. 
Of  these  reports,  that  which  has  caused  the 
greatest  noise  refers  to  negotiations  said  to  be 
going  on  between  the  Ilo-Mutsu  section  of  the 
Cabinet  and  the  Radical  Party  about  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Coalition  Ministry.  This  report  was 
first  published  by  the  Kokkat,  which  professes 
to  have  obtained  its  information  from  a  trust- 
worthy source.  According  to  that  journal's 
story,  the  Premier  having  expressed  his  ap- 
proval of  the  propositions  made  by  the  Radi- 
cal leaders,  everything  turns  upon  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs,  who,  it  is  said,  seems  to  be 
unfavourably  disposed  toward  the  proposed 
arrangement.  Other  papers,  however,  seem  to 
think  that  the  Minister  President  has  given  up 
all  hope  of  cooperating  with  the  Radical  Party, 
and  that  he  is  taking  active  steps  to  conciliate 
the  statesmen  of  the  Military  section.  Another 
report  is  that  he  has  proposed  a  meeting  with 
Count  Okuma  ;  another,  that  he  caused  Count 
Yamagata  to  visit  Count  Matsukata  on  the  21st 
instant  and  ask  for  the  latter's  cooperation  ,  yet 
another,  that  Count  Inouye  has  announced  his 
intention  to  leave  the  Government.  If  these 
rumours  be  carefully  sifted  and  analysed,  it  is 
found  that  they  rest  for  the  most  part  on  no  foun- 
dation except  that  some  change  in  the  political 
world  is  keenly  desired  by  those  that  circulate 
them. 

*  * 

The  Radical  organ,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun, 
strongly  denies  the  rumour  about  the  proposal 
for  the  formation  of  a  coalition  Cabinet.  It 
challenges  the  detractors  of  its  Party  to  wait  till 
the  sixth  session  of  the  Diet.  In  a  series  of 
articles  not  yet  concluded,  it  discusses  the  ques- 
tions on  which  the  Radicals  will  attack  the 
Cabinet  in  the  coming  session.  These  questions 
are  four,  namely,  (1)  the  Dissolution  of  ihe 
Late  House  of  Representatives,  (2)  the  Un- 
constitutional Use  of  the  Surplus,  (3)  Treaty 
Revision,  and  (4)  Judicial  Reforms.  We 
shall  review  these  articles  when  they  have 
been  brought  to  a  conclusion.  Here  it  is 
sufficient  to  notice  that  the  Jiyu's  tone  toward 
the  Cabinet  has  slightly  changed.  The  perusal 
of  its  articles  creates  an  impression  that  its 
attitude  is  more  defiant  than  formerly.  It 
would  be  probably  an  error,  however,  to  attach 
as  much  importance  to  this  circumstance  as 
some  of  our  contemporaries  in  the  Capital  seem 
disposal  to  attach  to  it.  The  change  of  tone 
on  the  part  of  the  Radical  organ  may  have 
some  meaning,  but  it  may  just  as  well  have  no 
special  significance.  At  present  no  trustworthy 
inference  can  be  deduced  from  the  Jiyu's 
writings. 

* 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo,  discussing  the  situation, 
recommends  the  Cabinet  to  bring  about  a  com- 
bination of  the  elder  statesmen  of  all  parties. 
Although  there  is  a  rumour — says  our  contem- 
porary— of  the  Cabinet's  counting  upon  the 
support  of  the  Radicals,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
that  Party's  steady  support  can  be  relied  upon. 
Possibly  by  skilful  management,  the  Cabinet  may 
succeed  in  maintaining  its  ground  against  the  six 
factions  in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet,  but 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a  majority  thus 
secured  will  endure  till  the  seventh  session.  In- 
stead of  resorting  to  such  temporizing  methods, 
the  Cabinet  is  urged  to  continue  its  policy  of 
holding  aloof  from  all  parties  and  effecting  a 
combination  of  the  eminent  statesmen  of  the 
elder  generation.  The  Jiji  does  not  mention 
the  names  of  the  persons  thus  designated,  but 
it  is  evident  from  the  context  that  among 
them  are  to  be  included  Count  Okuma,  Count 
Itagaki,  and  other  politicians  now  opposed  to 
the  Government.  The  present,  says  the  Jiji, 
is  a  unique  opportunity  to  bring  about  such  a 
combination.  The  question  of  Treaty  Revision 
is  approaching  solution,  but  the  apparent  ease 
with  which  this  knotty  problem  is  now  reported 
to  be  handled  is,  in  a  large  measure,  due  to 
the  exertions  put  forth  in  1886  and  1889.  Con- 


sequently, it  is  but  just  that  the  credit  of  the 
final  solution  should  be  shared  equally  by  all 
the  statesmen  hitherto  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion. Obedience  to  that  dictate  of  justice  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  negotiations,  for 
otherwise  the  efforts  now  made  may  be  wrecked 
on  the  same  fatal  rock — personal  jealousy — 
that  proved  destructive  to  all  past  under- 
takings. The  question  is,  how  to  bring  about 
such  a  combination.  The  Jiji  seems  to  think 
the  task  quite  feasible,  but  does  not  make  any 
suggestion  as  to  process. 

» 

*  * 

The  project  of  combining  the  Kaishin-io,  the 
Dos/ii  Seisha,  and  the  Domei  Seiska,  into  one 
party  under  the  name  of  "  Popular  Party  of  Great 
Japan,"  seems  to  have  been  abandoned  by  the 
originators.  The  Progressionist  papers  have 
taken  much  pains  to  contradict  this  rumour, 
but  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  a  step  of 
the  kind  was  at  one  time  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Progressionist  leaders.  It  is  believ- 
ed that  they  induced  some  friends  outside  their 
party  to  sound  the  views  of  the  various  sections. 
The  result  of  the  attempt  have  been  extremely 
unfavourable,  as  it  has  disclosed  the  fact  that, 
however  willing  they  may  be  to  cooperate  with 
the  Progressionists  for  certain  special  purposes, 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  allied  sec- 
tions harbour  too  many  prejudices  against  that 
Party  to  become  permanently  united  with  it. 
Such  is  the  belief  of  a  large  section  of  the 
public,  and  that  it  is  not  far  from  the  truth, 
seems  evident  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
Kaishin-io  organs  are  endeavouring  to  soothe 
their  allies,  whose  feelings  have  been  more 
or  less  wounded  by  the  abortive  project  of 
amalgamation.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  refer 
to  one  only  of  the  numerous  articles  writ- 
ten on  the  subject  by  the  Progressionist 
journals.  It  appeared  in  the  Hochi  Shim- 
bun,  Our  contemporary  does  not  hesitate  to 
ascribe  the  rumour  of  an  amalgamation  project 
to  the  machination  of  the  Official  Party  (mean- 
ing the  Jiyu-io),  which  thus  hopes  to  excite 
jealousy  and  suspicion  against  the  Kaishin-io. 
The  Hochi  goes  on  to  observe  that  an  amalga- 
mation would  be  difficult  to  carry  out  at  pre- 
sent, because  the  allied  parties  differ  so  much  in 
origin,  in  personal  characteristics,  and  in  history. 
But  these  differences,  great  as  they  are,  have 
not  prevented  them  from  uniting  closely  against 
the  Cabinet,  because  they  are  agreed  on  two 
vital  questions,  namely,  the  destruction  of  clan 
Government,  and  the  pursuance  of  a  more  re- 
solute foreign  policy.  Since  they  hold  identical 
views  with  regard  to  these  fundamental  ques- 
tions, the  Hochi  does  not  think  it  necessary  to 
bring  them  under  one  banner.  But  our  con- 
temporary, all  the  while,  displays  a  strong  desire 
to  include  them  under  one  appellation,  for  it 
repeatedly  designates  them  the  Great  National 
League"  {Kokumin-ieki  Dai-Domei).  All  the 
parties  included  in  this  League  stand,  we  are 
told,  on  the  same  level  ;  there  is  no  question  of 
relative  importance  among  them,  for  each 
equally  represents  the  wishes  of  the  nation. 
Hence  they  are  urged  by  the  Progressionist 
organ  to  pay  no  attention  to  idle  rumours  cir- 
culated by  their  enemies,  but  to  fight  to  the 
end  the  noble  battle  which  they  have  com- 
menced under  such  auspicious  circumstances. 

The  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
has  ceased  to  occupy  the  foremost  place  in  the 
vernacular  press  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  entirely 
dropped.  Occasional  articles  still  appear  on  the 
subject,  as  though  to  prevent  its  entire  efface- 
ment  from  public  memory.  The  Hochi  dis- 
cusses the  relations  which  this  question  bears 
to  Treaty  Revision.  As  noticed  in  these  columns 
at  the  time,  Mr.  Shimada  explained  to  his  elec- 
tors in  Yokohama  that  the  object  of  the  present 
agitation  for  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties 
is  to  urge  the  Government  to  have  recourse  to 
that  policy  in  the  event  of  the  Treaty  Powers' 
refusal  to  grant  Japan's  just  demands  for  Re- 
vision. But  the  Hochi  thinks  otherwise,  for  it 
distinctly  states  that  strict  enforcement  of  the 
Treaties  is  one  of  the  preparatory  steps  to  their 
ultimate  revision.  That  the  negotiations  for 
Treaty  Revision  came  nearly  to  a  satisfactory 


conclusion  in  1889,  is  attributed  by  the  Hochi 
to  the  fact  that  the  then  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  resolutely  adhered  to  the  policy  of  strict 
enforcement.  That  foreign  nations  have  so 
strongly  opposed  Revision  is  because,  in  the 
Hochi's  opinion,  owing  to  the  helplessly  weak 
and  conciliatory  policy  of  the  Government, 
foreign  residents  have  been  enabled  by  de- 
grees to  wrest  from  Japan  all  the  privileges 
and  facilities  that  ought  to  follow  revision 
of  the  Treaties  on  a  footing  of  equality.  Con- 
sequently, in  order  to  make  foreigners  feel 
the  necessity  of  revising  the  present  iniquitous 
treaties,  they  must  be  subjected  to  the  full  in- 
convenience of  the  existing  covenants. 

* 

On  the  same  day  the  Nichi  Nichi  discussed 
the  same  topics,  and  its  arguments  may  be  taken 
as  a  reply  to  the  Hochi's  article  above  noticed, 
for  the  two  papers  traverse  exactly  the  same 
ground  from  opposite  points  of  view.  The  Nichi 
Nichi  repeats  what  it  has  pointed  out  again  and 
again,  namely,  that  the  existing  treatiesbeingone- 
sided,  the  effect  of  wounding  the  sensibilities  of 
the  Foreign  Powers.by  insisting  on  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  such  covenants  would  be  to  induce 
them  to  deny  to  Japanese  subjects  residing  in 
their  territories  all  the  privileges  and  facilities 
which  they  are  now  allowed  to  enjoy  there,  not 
in  virtue  of  treaty  stipulations,  but  out  of  cour- 
tesy on  the  part  of  the  respective  Powers. 
Moreover,  it  ill  becomes  a  great  nation  like  the 
Japanese  to  resort  to  the  childish  policy  of  sub- 
jecting foreigners  to  petty  annoyances  which 
can  never  lead  to  any  good  result.  To  adopt 
such  a  narrow-minded  line  of  policy  would  be 
to  confess  that  the  Japanese  were  still  unfit  to  be 
admitted  to  the  society  of  nations  on  an  equal 
footing.  Instead  of  insisting  on  such  a  suicidal 
course  of  action,  the  Japanese  are  advised  to 
concentrate  their  attention  upon  the  question  of 
Treaty  Revision,  and  be  ready  to  take  some 
decisive  course  in  case  Japan's  reasonable  de- 
mands are  rejected  by  the  Treaty  Powers. 
* 

The  Nippon  strongly  censures  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  Government  as  weak  and  irreso- 
lute. Reviewing  the  history  of  the  Empire,  our 
contemporary  states  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  latter  days  of  the  Tokugawa  Government, 
Japan  always  pursued  a  strong  foreign  policy. 
The  history  of  China  and  Korea  presents  a 
different  spectacle:  with  those  two  countries,  a 
weak  foreign  policy  has  been  the  rule.  The 
subjection  of  the  successive  dynasties  in  China 
by  foreign  tribes,  is  owing,  in  vhe  Nippon's  opi- 
nion, to  that  empire's  foreign  policy.  In  pro- 
portion as  the  Cabinet  is  weak  and  conciliatory 
to  foreign  Powers,  it  is,  says  the  Nippon,  severe 
and  unrelenting  in  its  dealings  with  the  people 
at  home. 

* 

*  * 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  writes  in  a  similar  strain. 
The  National  Unionist  organ  charges  the 
Cabinet  with  having  no  definite  foreign  policy 
and  being  too  conciliatory  and  pliant  to  Western 
Powers. 

*  * 

The  question  of  the  alleged  unconstitutional 
use  of  the  surplus,  still  continues  to  be  dis- 
cussed, but  as  the  subject  was  touched  in  our  last 
Weekly  Summary,  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat 
here  the  arguments  of  the  Opposition  papers. 
It  may  be  noticed,  however,  that  some  papers 
ascribe  to  the  Government  an  ulterior  motive 
in  thus  using  the  surplus,  namely,  to  divert  at- 
tention from  the  question  of  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement. / 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  has  interesting  articles  on 
the  subject  of  the  competition  between  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  and  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company.  Our  contemporary  strong- 
ly urges  the  people  and  the  Diet  to  give  all 
possible  support  to  the  Japanese  Company,  for 
on  the  success  of  its  competition  depends  the  fu- 
ture growth  of  the  country's  mercantile  marine. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


TIIK  TOKYO  CITY  ASSEMBLY  AND  THK  WATBR 
WORKS. 

Whhn  ilie  programme  for  ilie  construclion  ot 
the  Tokyo  Waterworks  became  known  some 
two  years  ago,  we  ventured  to  express  grave 
doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  entrusting  the  func- 
tions of  Chief  Engineer  to  Mr.  Furuichi.  Of 
course  these  doubts  were  not  based  on  any 
scepticism  as  to  Mr.  Furuichi's  abilities.  We 
believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  high  capacity.  But 
the  engineering  control  of  an  enterprise  of  such 
magnitude  as  the  Tokyo  Waterworks  seemed 
to  demand  much  more  careful  and  constant 
attention  than  Mr.  Furuichi's  multifarious  duties 
permitted  him  to  devote  to  it.  This  considera- 
tion was  to  some  extent  modified  by  the  Muni- 
cipality's subsequent  decision  to  entrust  the 
manufacture  of  the  iron  pipes  to  a  foundry  in 
Japan,  for  by  lhatstep  the  Engineer-in-Chief  was 
relieved  from  the  extensive  and  difficult  foreign 
correspondence  that  would  have  been  entailed 
had  the  material  been  obtained  abroad.  It  has 
now  been  decided,  however,  to  place  the  order  for 
the  iron  pipes  in  Europe,  and  perhaps  that  fact 
may  have  influenced  Mr.  Furuichi,  for  he  has 
now  asked  permission  to  resign  his  position  as 
Ciiief  Engineer  and  be  entrusted  instead  with 
the  functions  of  Superintendent.  His  applica- 
tion was  submitted  to  the  City  Council  at  its 
meeting  on  the  14th  instant  and  a  debate  en- 
sued not  altogether  complimentary  to  Mr.  Furu- 
ichi. One  of  the  members,  Mr.  Yamanaka, 
said  that  he  had  yet  to  learn  of  any  successful 
engineering  work  carried  out  by  Mr.  Furuichi, 
and  that  if,  as  Chief  Engineer  with  a  salary  of 
three  thousand  yen  per  annum  he  had  not 
been  able  to  show  better  results,  the  policy 
of  transferring  him  to  the  post  of  super- 
intendent seemed  more  than  doubtful.  Mr. 
Suyeyoshi,  the  successful  parliamentary  can- 
didate for  the  1st  District  of  Tokyo  in  the 
last  elections,  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr. 
Furuichi  thought  to  slip  out  of  his  position  as 
Chief  Engineer  in  order  to  avoid  responsibility 
connected  with  the  iron  pipe  question.  Ano- 
ther member  observed  that  two  great  works 
were  still  to  be  undertaken  for  the  capital, 
namely,  harbour  construction  and  a  system  of 
sewerage.  Any  failure  in  connection  with  the 
Waterworks  would  imperil  the  popularity  of 
these  other  undertakings.  Mr.  Furuichi  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Yokohama  Waterworks 
which  had  not  been  a  success  by  any  means,  and 
now  he  sought  to  evade  the  responsibility  of  the 
Tokyo  Waterworks.  Other  criticisms  of  Mr. 
Furuichi's  conduct  were  pronounced,  but  the 
meeting  finally  was  persuaded  to  defer  further 
consideration  of  the  question  until  Mr.  Furuichi 
himself  could  be  present  to  offer  explanations. 
We  hope  that  this  matter  will  end  in  the  Tokyo 
Municipality  being  obliged  to  pay  something 
like  an  adequate  sum  for  the  services  of  its  ex- 
perts. The  extraordinary  parsimony  hitherto 
displayed  by  it  deserves  to  entail  failure. 


IMPORT  01'  MACHINERY  INTO  CHINA. 

The  question  of  the  import  of  machinery  into 
China  has  been  temporarily  settled  by  the  issue 
of  instructions  as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
the  import  may  be  made.  The  instructions 
emanate  directly  from  the  Inspector-General  of 
Customs,  but  are,  of  course,  dictated  by  the 
Chinese  Government.  Three  conditions  are 
prescribed.  The  first  is  that  a  special  certificate 
must  be  procured  by  the  importer  from  the 
Chinese  Authorities;  the  second,  that  the 
machinery  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  not 
to  endanger  either  the  lives  or  the  means  of 
livelihood  of  the  Chinese  ;  the  third,  that  it  must 
not  be  a  tariff  article.  Evidently  such  conditions 
may  be  converted  into  absolute  prohibitions 
according  to  the  construction  put  on  them. 
Every  machine  is  intended  to  save  labour,  and 
from  that  point  of  view  may  be  regarded  as 
calculated  to  interfere  with  the  means  of  liveli- 
hood of  the  Chinese.  It  appears  to  be  believed 
in  Shanghai  that  the  regulations  are  framed 
simply  with  the  object  of  preserving  for  certain 
officials  the  monopoly  of  cotton-spinning  and 
weaving.    The  Chinese  officials  interested  in' 


that  industry  dread  foreign  competition  ami  arc 
resolved  to  avert  it  by  any  and  every  means. 
We  have  already  explained  our  leasons  for 
thinking  that  British  interests  are  not  likely  to 
be  seriously  injured  by  the  prohibition  against 
the  import  of  machinery  into  China,  but  the 
prohibition  itself — for  such  the  new  regulations 
undoubtedly  are — is  certainly  a  most  iiksome 
and  illiberal  step  from  the  point  of  view  of 
treaty  privileges. 


PISH  MANURE. 

Siirkwd  men  have  often  said  that  immense 
fortunes  are  to  be  realized  by  really  enterprising 
and  active  manipulation  of  the  fish-manure  in- 
dustry in  Japan.  We  are  reminded  of  the  fact 
by  a  paragraph  in  the  Asahi  Shimbun,  which 
states  that  the  demand  for  fish-manure  now 
greatly  exceeds  the  supply,  the  result  being  a 
marked  appreciation  of  price.  It  appears  that 
several  factors  operate  to  produce  this  result. 
One  is  improved  communications.  Districts 
where  the  farmers  never  thought  of  using  fish- 
manure  in  former  years,  owing  to  the  deterrent 
cost  of  obtaining  it,  have  now  to  be  reckoned  as 
large  consumers,  since  railways  have  brought 
them  within  comparatively  easy  reach  of  sources 
of  supply.  Then,  again,  the  development  of 
producing  enterprise  has  also  to  be  taken  into 
large  account.  The  cultivation  of  tea  in  Suruga 
and  Totomi,  the  growth  of  rice  in  the  Kwanto  and 
north-eastern  provinces  ;  the  extension  of  mul- 
berry plantations  in  Koshiu,  Shinshiu,  Joshu, 
and  so  forth  ;  the  growing  of  indigo  in  Awa  and 
of  sugar  in  Sanuki,  are  all  so  many  fields  for  the 
employment  of  fish-manure.  Korean  beans  are 
used  to  supplement  the  more  favourite  and  effici- 
ent fertilizer,  but  they  are  a  poor  substitute  at 
best.  Doubtless  we  shall  see  this  matter  taken 
hold  of  with  really  resolute  enterprise  one 
day  or  another.  Meanwhile,  we  note  that  the 
Asahi  predicts  loss  for  Tokyo,  in  connection 
with  railways  and  the  trade  in  fish-manure. 
Tokyo  has  hitherto  been  the  centre  of  distribu- 
tion, but  the  railways  with  the  north  will  serve 
to  carry  supplies  direct  to  the  districts  of  de- 
mand, and  the  Capital  will  be  left  out  in  the  cold. 


A  WORTHY  OBJECT. 

Three  years  ago,  on  the  twenty-eight  of  Febru- 
ary, there  was  organized  in  Tokyo  an  Orphan 
Asylum  called  Ikuji  Gyosei-en,  or  the  Morning 
Star  Orphan  Asylum.  It  was  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Aoki,  and  still  later  to  its  present 
location  in  Meoshima,  at  Nasunohara  in  Tochigi 
Prefecture.  The  design  from  the  beginning 
has  been  to  make  it  self-supporting  so  far  as 
possible,  and  to  this  end  the  children  work  hard 
at  farming,  silk-weaving,  hair-combing,  &c. 
Their  mornings  are  spent  in  school,  their  after- 
noons in  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hongo,  who  have 
charge  of  the  Orphange,  are  people  of  great 
faith,  hard  work,  and  persistent  self-sacrifice. 
There  are  now  forty-six  children  in  the  institu- 
tion, and  the  running  expenses  are  about  ninety 
dollars  per  month.  Often  they  have  been  un- 
able to  see  where  the  next  day's  food  was  to 
come  from,  but  they  have  betaken  themselves 
to  prayer,  and  in  some  way  provision  has  been 
made  for  them.  For  instance,  on  the  first  day 
of  this  year  their  treasury  was  reduced  to  two 
sen  and  one  rift,  but  food  for  the  day  came. 
On  the  next  day,  the  showing  was  even  worse, 
amounting  to  only  two  rin.  Again  their  imme- 
diate wants  were  met.  On  that  day,  a  child  died, 
and  they  did  not  know  where  the  funeralexpenses 
were  to  come  from,  but  justat  that  time  about  five 
yen  was  sent  in,  which  quite  relieved  them  of 
embarrassment.  Still  later,  Mr.  Hongo  was  at 
Yokohama  during  the  week  of  prayer,  and  was 
recognized  in  the  Japanese  prayer-meeting. 
He  was  asked  to  speak,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  the  Japanese  Christians  raised  about 
forty  yen  for  the  Orphanage.  Mr.  Hongo  hopes 
to  be  able,  by  the  work  done  in  the  orphanage, 
supplemented  by  the  contributions  of  native 
Christians  generally,  to  meet  running  expenses. 
He  and  all  who  love  the  institution  would,  how- 
ever, be  grateful  if  foreigners  would  contribute 
towards  discharging  a  debt  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yen  remaining  from  the  purchase  of  the  pre- 
sent buildings  and  grounds,— about  two  acres  of 


mulberry  irecs.  This  debt  is  a  heavy  load  upon 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hongo,  who  are  daily  praying 
that  it  may  be  discharged.  Contributions  for 
the  purpose  may  be  sent  to  this  office,  or  to  the 
Rev.  Teiichi  I  fori,  Nogczaka,  Yokohama,  where 
they  will  be  duly  acknowledged  and  forwarded. 

CURRENT  TOI'ICS. 

The  Oiso  affair  has  not  yet  been  suffered  to 
rest.  A  curious  circumstance  about  it  is  that, 
while  the  Nichi  Nichi  flatly  denies  the  rumour 
in  all  its  essential  points,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun 
states  that  the  Radical  leader  was  asked  by  the 
Premier,  through  Mr.  Mutsu  and  Mr.  Naka- 
jima,  to  appoint  a  meeting,  but  that  he  declined 
to  see  Count  Ito.  This  singular  discrepancy  in 
the  statements  of  two  journals  supposed  to 
possess  means  of  ascertaining  the  true  facts  of 
the  case,  has  not  been  left  unnoticed  by  other 
journals  of  the  capital.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, they  think  themselves  justified  in  receiv- 
ing with  doubt  the  evidence  of  either  the  Nichi 
Nichi  or  the  Jiyu.  That  the  two  differ,  is  held  up 
as  a  proof  that  the  rumour  of  a  secret  meeting 
between  the  Premier  and  the  Radical  leader  is 
not  altogether  without  foundation.  Some  papers 
state  that,  although  the  two  statesmen  met, 
nothing  particularly  worthy  of  attention  passed 
between  them,  Count  Itagaki  having  positively 
declined  to  speak  on  political  subjects. 

*  * 

The  idle  rumour  that  has  been  circulated  in 
the  capital  about  the  supposed  discontent  of 
Count  Inouye,  is  dying  out.  One  journal 
after  another  has  admitted  that  his  slay  at 
Kamakura  is  really  owing  to  impaired  health, 
and  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  of 
a  difference  having  arisen  between  him  and  his 
life-long  friend  and  associate  Count  Ito. 

*  * 

The  constitutional  question  connected  with 
the  employment  of  part  of  the  surplus  to  defray 
expenditures  not  provided  in  the  Budget  or  in 
excess  of  the  specified  items,  still  exercises  the 
attention  of  the  press.  Moreover,  the  Opposi- 
tion papers  are  busily  advancing  opinions  about 
the  Government's  motives  in  thus  courting  the 
attack  of  the  Diet.  One  of  their  theories  is  that 
the  Cabinet  hopes  in  this  way  to  divert  public 
attention  from  the  question  of  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement ;  while  another  maintains  that  the  Go- 
vernment's object  is  to  detach  the  National  Un- 
ionists from  the  Opposition,  for  they  cannot  with 
any  regard  for  consistency  oppose  a  measure 
which  they  so  stoutly  defended  under  the  Malsu- 
kata  Cabinet.  At  all  events  the  resolution  shown 
by  the  Cabinet  in  disbursing  about  six  million  out 
of  the  surplus,  without  paying  the  slightest  re- 
gard to  the  unfavourable  comments  of  the  press 
seems  to  have  alarmed  the  Opposition  politi- 
cians who  persist  in  thinking  that  there  is  a 
deep  laid  plan  in  the  step. 

« 

*  * 

Mr.  Morioka's  resignation  of  the  President- 
ship of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  still  remains 
undecided,  and  affords  a  convenient  theme  for 
newspaper  comments.  People  seem  to  think, 
or  at  least  they  pretend  to  think,  that  Mr.  Mori- 
oka's  resignation  is  not  voluntary  but  that  strong 
pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by 
the  unscrupulous  agents  of  some  Choshu  states- 
men. It  is  now  reported  that  Mr.  Moiioka  is  be- 
ing urged  by  his  fellow  clansmen  of  Satsuma  to 
withdraw  his  resignation  and  occupy  the  in- 
fluential post  against  all  possible  rivals.  Mr. 
Shibusawa  Eiichi  is  also  said  to  be  one  of  those 
labouring  for  the  continued  occupation  of  the 
post  by  Mr.  Morioka.  It  is,  however,  believed 
that,  his  resolution  being  firmly  fixed,  he  will 
not  easily  change  his  mind.  In  the  event  of 
his  proving  immovable,  his  successor  will  in  all 
probability  be  Mr.  Yoshikawa  Taijiro,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Company. 

*  * 

According  to  the  Jiyu  Shimbun  the  Osaka 
Asahi  Shimbun  has  become  virtually  an  organ 
of  the  military  section  of  the  clan  statesmen. 
The  chief  editor,  Mr.  Takahashi  Kenzo,  for- 
merly Director  of  the  Official  Gazelle  Bureau, 
is  reported  to  be  on  intimate  terms  with  Count 
Matsukata,  Mr.  Yasuba,  Mr.  Sassa,  and  so  forth. 
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It  is  customary  for  these  persons,  whenever  they 
are  at  Osaka,  to  meet  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Asahi  newspaper  office.  We  {Japan  Mail) 
do  not  think  that  Mr.  Murayama  Ryuhei, 
the  proprietor  of  the  Asahi,  will  ever  allow 
his  paper  to  be  identified  with  any  party 
or  any  set  of  politicians.  The  enormous  suc- 
cess which  his  journalistic  venture  has  met 
with  both  in  Osaka  and  Tokyo  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  reputation  that  his  papers  are 
strictly  independent  and  neutral  in  politics. 
But  of  late,  they  have  gradually  become  advo- 
cates of  the  neo-anti-foreign  movement.  What 
that  means  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that 
the  Osaka  Asahi  is  reputed  to  possess  a  daily 
circulation  of  over  80,000  copies,  while  the 
Tokyo  Asahi  lays  claim  to  about  one  half  that 
number.  It  is  a  pity  that  such  papers  should 
have  thrown  their  weight  into  the  scale  on  the 
wrong  side,  but  we  cannot  believe  that  they 
have  become  organs  of  any  political  body. 

*  .. 

*  * 

The  rumour  about  the  project  for  the  amal- 
gamation of  the  allied  parlies  of  the  Opposition, 
seems  to  have  been  unfounded.  At  least  it  is 
denied  by  the  Progressionist  organs.  Some  busy 
persons  assert  that  such  a  project  was  entertain- 
ed, but  that,  there  being  little  likelihood  of  its 
success,  it  has  been  dropped.  As  to  the  com- 
bination of  the  Doshi  Seisha  and  the  Domei 
Seisha,  the  matter  is  now  under  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  members  of  both  factions.  It 
is  even  reported  that  negotiations  have  been 

opened  between  the  two  political  bodies. 
* 

*  * 

Mr.  Kono,  the  Radical  leader  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  has  been  interviewed  by  a 
writer  on  the  staff  of  the  Shin  Choya  Shimbun. 
Concerning  the  controversy  about  the  alleged 
meeting  between  Count  Ito  and  Count  Itagaki 
at  Oiso,  Mr.  Kono  is  said  to  have  made  the  fol- 
lowing statements  : — "  On  his  way  to  Oiso, 
when  the  train  stopped  at  Kanagawa,  Count 
Itagaki  found  that  the  compartment  next  to 
that  occupied  by  him  contained  Count  Ito, 
Mr.  Mutsu,  and  Mr.  Nakajima.  The  Mini- 
ster of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Minister  to  Italy 
came  in  to  exchange  a  few  words  of  saluta- 
tion. At  Oiso  the  same  evening  he  was 
visited  by  Mr.  Mutsu  and  Mr.  Nakajima, 
who,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  asked 
him  to  appoint  a  meeting  with  the  Premier, 
but  Count  Itagaki  declined.  In  asking  Count 
Itagaki,  to  meet  Count  Ito,  Mr.  Mutsu  and 
Mr.  Nakajima  do  not  seem  to  have  acted 
on  the  direct  authority  of  the  Premier  they 
apparently  made  the  proposal  on  their  own 
authority  and  on  the  spur  of  the  moment."  As 
to  the  report  about  the  Radical  Party's  alleged 
endeavours  to  win  back  the  Doshi  Seisha,  Mr. 
Kono  denies  it  altogether.  Personally  he  him- 
self is  on  the  best  of  terms  with  the  members 
of  the  Doshi  Seisha,  but  his  Party  has  made  no 
approaches  to  them  in  the  sense  of  seeking 
their  return  to  its  ranks.  Lastly,  referring  to 
the  alleged  understanding  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Radical  Party,  Mr.  Kono 
of  course  emphatically  denied  it,  ascribing 
the  story  to  alarm  created  by  the  remarkable 
success  of  the  Radicals  at  the  recent  elections. 
The  reason  for  their  success,' in  his  opinion,  is 
to  be  sought  in  the  increasing  strength  of  the 

Party's  local  organization. 

» 

*  * 

As  to  the  attitude  of  the  Radicals  on  the 
subject  of  alleged  unconstitutional  use  of  the 
surplus,  that  Party's  bulletin  remarks  that,  after 
the  discussions  that  have  already  taken  place  on 
similar  questions  since  the  first  session  of  the 
Diet,  it  would  be  unwise  to  dwell  on  the  con- 
stitutional aspect  of  the  question.  A  more 
rational  course  is  to  confine  attention  to  the 
propriety  of  the  amounts  just  defrayed  out  of 
the  surplus.  The  Radical  Party  will,  it  is  said 
appoint  a  Committee  to  investigate  the  matter. 
The  Progressionist  papers  infer  from  these 
statements  that  the  Radical  Pariy  is  not  in- 
clined to  attack  the  Government  on  this  topic. 
At  all  events,  that  Party  is  not  likely  to  lake  any 

rash  step  in  the  premises. 

» 

*  * 

Concerning  the  election  of  the  President  of 


the  new  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  now  re- 
ported that  the  Radical  Party  will  support  Mr. 
Kono  Hironaka.  A  section  of  that  Party  is  said 
to  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru,  but  not  a 
few  Radicals  being  more  or  less  ill-affected  to- 
wards him,  it  is  believed  that  his  claims  would 
not  be  unanimously  upheld.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.  Kusumotohas  hitherto  been  considered  the 
most  acceptable  candidate,  but  it  is  reported  by 
the  Kokkai  that  he  is  now  less  popular  than  Mr. 
Suzuki  Shigeto.  Consequently  it  is  believed 
that  the  contest  will  be  between  Mr.  Kono  and 
Mr.  Suzuki.   g_ 

THE  LAND  TAX. 

The  editor  of  the  Keizai  Zasshi,  Mr.  Taguchi 
Ukichi,  takes  the  wind  pretty  effectually  out  of 
the  sails  of  the  folks  who  agitate  for  a  reduction 
of  the  Land  Tax.  In  assessing  the  value  of  land 
for  purposes  of  taxation,  the  price  of  rice  was 
taken  at  3.88  yen  per  koku.  Now  the  average 
assessed  value  of  rice-fields  throughout  the 
empire  at  the  close  of  1892  was  39.74  yen  per 
tan  (a  quarter  of  an  acre)  and  the  average  yield 
per  tan  was  1.47  koku.  But  Land  Tax  is  2.5 
per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value  of  land.  Hence 
the  Tax  levied  per  tan  is  0.9935  yen.  The 
advocates  of  reduction  urge  that  the  rate  be  cut 
down  from  2.5  to  2  per  cent.,  which  means  that 
the  amount  paid  on  each  tan  would  be  lowered  by 
0.1987  yen.  Turning,  now,  to  the  price  of  rice, 
it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  price  per  koku  rises 
from  3.88  yen — the  figure  assumed  for  purposes 
of  assessement — to  4.015  yen,  an  increase  of 
0.135,  yen,  the  burden  of  taxation  is  actually 
lightened  for  the  farmer  in  the  same  degree  as 
if  the  rate  of  the  tax  was  altered  from  2.5  per  cent, 
to  2  per  cent.  Further,  when  the  price  rises  to 
4.555  )/£H,the  resulttothefarmerwillbe  asthough 
he  paid  no  tax  at  all.  At  present  the  market  price 
of  rice  is  8  yen  per  koku,  so  that  the  farmer  is 
obtaining  returns  that  pay  his  tax  over  and  over 
again.  Nor  has  he,  at  any  time  since  the  assess- 
ment took  place,  received  less  than  4.185  yen  per 
koku,  so  that  instead  of  paying  at  the  rate  of  2.5 
per  cent.,  he  has  never  paid  more  than  1.37  per 
cent.,  and  has,  as  a  rule,  paid  far  less.  In  fact, 
the  cry  for  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  the  Land  Tax 
is  based  solely  on  an  uncalculating  interpretation 
of  the  Notification  issued  20  years  ago,  by  which 
it  was  promised  that  so  soon  as  the  taxes  on  tea 
and  tobacco  came  to  yield  an  income  of  2  mil- 
lion yen  per  annum  the  tax  on  land  should  be 
reduced  to  one  per  cent.  The  tax  has  long  ago 
been  reduced  far  below  one  per  cent,  by  the  in- 
creased value  of  rice,  and  there  is  no  fear  that  it 
will  ever  become  a  burdensome  impost  unless 
Japan  follows  the  evil  example  of  other  nations 
and  adopts  a  gold  standard. 

THE  CHATAUSUAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  JAPAN 

Vast  as  is  the  progress  made  by  education  in 
this  country  during  the  last  dozen  years,  it  is 
claimed  that  there  are  still  many  points  left  un 
noticed,  many  needs  still  to  be  made  good.  In 
particular,  the  Ordinary  Middle  Schools  are 
said  to  be  too  few  in  number,  and  the  standard 
aimed  at  not  sufficiently  high,  or  rather  the 
curriculum  is  not  adapted  to  the  immediate  re- 
quirements of  the  pupils — too  much  is  done  in 
one  direction,  too  little  in  another.  Not  only 
for  this  reason,  perhaps,  but  because  the  ma- 
jority of  Japanese  youths  are  called  upon,  long 
before  attaining  the  age  of  manhood,  to  act  as 
the  aid,  if  not  support,  of  their  parents,  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  matriculate  in  the  Middle 
Schools  is  surprisingly  small,  being,it  is  stated, 
not  quite  20  per  cent,  of  the  alumni  of  the 
Primary  Schools.  Of  the  latter  class  of  educa- 
tional establishments  there  are  two,  the  one  the 
Ordinary,  and  the  other  the  Higher  Primary 
Course  {Sho-gakko  and  Koto  Sho-gakko). 
Moreover,  while  illiteracy  is  growing  less  and 
less  frequent,  a  large  proportion  of  parents  are 
unable  to  defray  the  very  modest  expenses  at 
tendant  upon  sending  their  children  to  any  more 
advanced  institution  than  the  Higher  Primary 
Schools  ;  the  presence  of  the  boys  is  demanded 
in  the  field  or  store,  while  two  or  three  years  of 
schooling  in  the  Ordinary  Primary  Schools  is  as 
much  as  the  girls  can  expect,  or  is  indeed  thought 
necessary  for  them  to  enjoy.  And  thus  it  comes 
that  each  year,  at  just  about  the  age  of  fourteen 


or  fifteen,  thousands  upon  thousands  of  would- 
be  studious  youths  and  maidens  are  withdrawn 
from  the  schools,  without  any  hope  of  further 
mental  development  or  stimulus  in  future.  It 
was  to  remedy  this  evil  and  bring,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  higher  education  of  the  Middle 
Schools  within  the  reach  of  these  young  people, 
that  the  Chatauquan  Association  of  Japan  (Dai 
Nippon  Chugaku-kwai)  was  founded,  in 
November,  1893,  by  Mr.  Y.  Higuma,  a  graduate 
of  the  Hogaku-in.  The  Association  publishes 
thrice  a  month  a  large,  neatly-printed  magazine, 
containing  gradated  instruction  in  all  the  sub- 
jects taught  by  the  Middle  Schools.  No  other 
text-books  are  necessary.  The  best  instructors 
obtainable  have  been  engaged  to  write  for  the 
Association  :  professors  of  the  Imperial  Uni- 
versity and  the  First  Higher  Middle  School,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  specialists  whose  names 
are  well  known  throughout  Japan.  Before  being 
permitted  to  become  a  member  of  the  Associ- 
ation, each  applicant  must  send  in  his  or  her 
diploma  received  upon  being  graduated  from 
some  First  Primary  School ;  or  else  otherwise 
satisfy  the  managers  that  he  or  she  is  qualified  to 
take  intelligent  part  in  the  instruction  provided. 
Upon  being  admitted  to  membership,  each 
student  has  the  right  to  request  and  receive  a 
written  explanation  of  whatever  he  or  she  fails 
to  understand  in  the  magazine  ;  to  send  in  an- 
swers to  the  problems  set  and  questions  asked  ; 
and  to  receive  the  three  monthly  issues  of  the 
magazine  itself.  For  all  these  privileges,  the 
charge  per  mensem  is  only  fifty  sen.  Three 
years  will  complete  the  course,  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  those  who  desire  to  do 
so  will  be  subjected  to  a  written  and  vivd  voce 
examination,  receiving  a  diploma  after  gradua- 
tion. It  will  be  seen  that  this  is  a  most  praise- 
worthy and  patriotic  Institution,  and  we  are 
glad  to  hear  that  it  is  meeting  with  deserved 
success.  There  are  now  three  thousand  five 
hundred  students  enrolled,  and  the  greatest 
interest  is  manifested  in  the  tuition.  We  under- 
stand that  the  Educational  Department  has 
given  its  official  sanction  to  the  Association, 
besides  a  number  of  valuable  hints  calculated 
to  increase  its  usefulness. 


THE  MITSUI   BANK   AND  THE   CHIEF  ACCOUNTANT 
OF  THE   OSAKA  GARRISON. 

Some  interest  is  aroused  in  connection  with  a 
case  now  pending  before  an  Osaka  Law  Court. 
A  tradesman,  Mr.  Saisho  Motogoro,  sold  a 
quantity  of  blankets,  valued  at  7,950  yen,  to 
Mr.  Hoshiyama,  Accountant  of  the  Artillery 
Section  of  the  Osaka  Garrison  Corps,  who  paid 
for  the  goods  with  two  promissory  notes.  The 
notes  were  discounted  by  the  Mitsui  Bank,  but 
when  the  time  of  their  maturity  arrived,  Mr. 
Hoshiyama,  who  had  meanwhile  been  placed 
on  the  Retired  List,  declined  to  pay,  probably 
because  he  did  not  recognise  any  personal  re- 
sponsibility in  the  matter.  The  Bank  then,  as 
directed  by  a  War  Office  Notification,  sought 
to  transfer  the  obligation  to  the  chief  accountant 
of  the  Osaka  Garrison,  who,  however,  declined 
to  acknowledge  it  on  the  ground  that  the 
blankets  had  not  been  required  for  the  troops, 
and  that  Mr.  Hoshiyama  had  not  been  quali- 
fied to  sign  for  them.  It  is  a  curious  affair, 
and  what  adds  to  its  curiosity  is  that  nothing  at 
all  is  said  about  the  blankets  themselves,  or 
what  became  of  them.  

THE  SADO  FISHERIES. 

Apart  from  its  mineral  wealth,  the  island  of 
Sado  has  long  been  known  for  its  marine  pro- 
ducts, specially  dried  cuttle-fish  (surume)  which 
is  exported  yearly  to  the  amount  of  about  half  a 
million  yen.  Nearly  half  as  much  more  is 
obtained  from  other  marine  products,  and 
it  may  be  briefly  stated  that  some  200,000 
people  inhabiting  the  islands  deiive  from  the 
sea  a  revenue  of  three-quarter  of  a  million  yen,  or 
nearly  four  yen  a  head.  Sado,  indeed,  has  a 
very  ancient  reputation  for  its  fisheries.  Two  or 
three  centuries  ago  its  awabi  and  beche-de-vier 
used  to  be  sent  down  to  Nagasaki  for  sale 
to  the  Chinese,  while  the  surume  and  dried  cod- 
fish were  sold  to  adjacent  districts  on  the  main- 
land and  also  in  Osaka.  In  those  days  of 
paternal  government  there  were  fishery  regula- 
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lions.  No  excessive  capture  was  permitted  ami 
as  a  consequence  the  source  of  supply  showed 
no  exhaustion.  But  during  the  il/f///  era  these 
restrictions  ceased  to  be  operative,  with  the 
result  that  the  fisheries  became  much  less  pro- 
ductive while  at  the  same  lime  the  manner  of 
disposing  of  the  products  called  urgently  for  re- 
form. A  fishery  guild  was  accordingly  formed 
and  its  exertions  are  said  to  have  produced 
salutary  effects.  It  would  appear,  however,  that 
like  many  oilier  Japanese  producers,  the  people 
of  Sado  are  ignorant  of  the  destination  of  their 
products  :  they  do  not  know  whether  they  are 
catering  for  the  home  or  the  foreign  markets. 
That  is  precisely  one  of  the  points  10  which  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  is 
now  directing  attention,  and  we  presume  that 
the  disastrous  ignorance  of  the  Sado  folks  will 
be  remedied  before  long. 


FAREWELL  DINNER  TO  MR.  DE  BUNSEN. 

Om  Tuesday  evening  the  British  members  of  the 
Tokyo  Club  entertained  Mr.  de  Bunsen,  Secre- 
tary of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Legation,  at  a 
farewell  dinner.    Thirty-four  sat  down,  and  the 
chair  was  taken  by  His  Excellency  Mr.  Hugh 
Fraser,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Representative. 
After  Her  Majesty's  health  had  been  diunk, 
Captain  Brinkley,  who  occupied  the  vice-chair, 
proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening  as  follows  : — 
Mr.   Pi  esiden  t  and  Gentlemen  —  I   have  much 
pleasure  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  the 
health  of   Mr.  de  Bunsen.      I  wish  that  the  duty 
had  fallen  to  ablet  hands,  but  happily  the  task  is 
comparatively  easy  in  this  case  because  the  elo- 
quence of  the  subject  itself  dispenses  with  all  need 
of  oratorical  effoi  t,  even  supposing  I  were  com  pel  en  t 
to  make  it.    Mr.  de  Bunsen  has  been  three  yeais 
among  us.     In  one  sense  they  have  been  remark- 
ably short  years  and  in  another  exceptionally  long. 
They  have  been    remarkably  slioit  because  all 
moments  of  enjoyment  pass  quickly,  and  I  know 
that  you  will  all  endorse  me  when  I  say  that  Mr. 
de  Bunsen's  presence  has  added  materially  to  our 
enjoyment  of  life  in  Tokyo. — (Applause.)     On  the 
other  hand,  ihey  have  been  exceptionally  long  be- 
cause they  have  sufficed  to  make  us  all  feel  as 
though  we  had  known  Mr.  de  Bunsen  for  a  life- 
time.    I  need  not  attempt  to  analyze  that  feeling 
or  to  explain  in  detail  the  reasons  that  have  endeai  - 
ed  Mr.  de  Bunsen  to  us.     It  has  been  well  said 
that  the  eminent  characteristic  of  a  true  gentle- 
man is  an  inborn  gift  of  fine  tact  which  brings 
him  into  harmony  with  every  mood  of  his  associ- 
ates and  saveshim  from  ever  striking  a  discordant 
note  in  his  intercourse  with  them.    I  think  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  anybody  of  whom  that  could  be 
said  with  more  truth  than  it  can  be  said  of  Mi.  de 
Bunsen.  —  (Applause.)     We  all  feel  as  though  he 
were  our  own  particular  fiiend.    We  all  have  our 
own  pel  porliait  of  him  engraved  upon  our  hearts, 
and  not  one  of  us  would  be  willing  to  exchange  that 
portrait  for  a  picture,  however  elaborate,  painted 
by  somebody  else.    You  will  allow  me  therefore  to 
avoid  the  blunder  of  attempting  to  paint  such  a  pic- 
lureand  to  confine  myself  hi  iefly  to  saying  that  Mr. 
de  Bunsen  has  been  to  us  a  dear  friend  and  an  ideal 
comrade. — (Applause.)    Perhaps,  too,  as  this  is  an 
informal  occasion,  I  ought  to  avoid  any  reference 
to  his  official  career.    But  it  is  difficult  for  Eng- 
lishmen to  draw  a  hard-aud  fast  line  between  their 
feelings  of  private  fiiendship  towards  a  public 
man  and  their  estimate  of  the  qualities  he  displays 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.    I  may  be 
allowed  therefore  to  say  that  as  the  guardian  of 
British  interests  in  Japan,     Mr.  de  Bunsen  has 
earned  the  thorough  confidence  of  every  subject  of 
Her   Majesty  in  this  country. —  (Applause.)  It 
would  be  a  sad  occasion,  Gentlemen,  if  we  weie 
called  upon  to  say  a  final  farewell  to  0111  fiieud 
this    evening.     The  chief  obstacle   to  complete 
happiness  of  life  in  Japan  is  the  number  of  part- 
ings it  includes.     We  are  perpetually  called  upon 
to  say  goodbye  to  some  friend  who,  during  his 
sojourn  among  us,  has  come  so  close  to  our  hearts 
that  separation  from  him  leaves   a  painful  void 
in   our   existence.     Happily,  however,   no  calas- 
tiophe  of  that  sort  has  to   be  endured    on  the 
present  occasion.     Mr.  de   Bunsen   promises  to 
come  back  to  us  in  a  few  months,  and  therefore  what 
we  have  to  say  to  him  to-night  is  not  goodbye, 
but  an  revoir. — (Applause.)    Let  us  hope,  how- 
ever, that  ihe  hosts  of  friends  who  will  surely  be 
wailing  to  welcome  Mr.  de  Bunsen   in   the  old 
country  may  not  divot  him  from  his  good  in- 
tention of  letuining  to  us,  and  that  we  may  see 
him  among  us  again  before  Christmas  when  he 
may  count  on  a  i  ight  hearty  greeting. — (Applause.) 
Gentlemen,  I  call  upon  you  to  diink  the  health  of 
Mr.de  Bunsen,  and  to  wish  him  a  prosperous 


Voyage,  a  happy  time  at  home,  and  the  speediest 
possible  return  lo  Japan.  —  (Applause.) 

Mr.  de  Bunsen  in  reply  said  : — 

Gentlemen — I  a-m  afraid  I  can  not  plead  want 
of  prepaialion  on  this  occasion,  because  I  had 
notice  of  your  kind  intentions  and  was  awaie  that 
something  in  (he  way  of  a  speech  would  be  ex 
peeled  of  me.  hut  1 1  til y  when  I  see  this  IllimcrOUl 
gathering  and  consider  what  it  means,  I  am  afraid 
that  any  woi  ds  I  can  command  must  he  inadequate 
lo  convey  the  gratitude  I  feel.  Let  me  say  in  the 
fiist  place  how  much  honoured  I  am  hy  the  pie- 
sence  heieof  my  Chief,  under  whom  I  have  had 
lie  pleasure  to  serve,  and  under  whom  I  look 
forwaid  to  seiving  again.  And  then  let  me  as 
sine  my  Tokyo  fellow-countrymen  that  I  am 
deeply  sensible  of  ihe  i  epi  esentalive  and  heaily 
character  of  their  faiewell  to  me  this  evening. 
I  have  spent  many  delightful  days  in  Tokyo. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  been 
happier  anywhere,  and  no  prospect  pleases  nie 
more  than  that  of  returning,  Ol  com  se  I  am  glad 
to  go  home,  but  any  satisfaction  at  the  thought  of  1  e- 
visiiing  the  old  country  would  be  gieatly  impaired 
if  I  supposed  thai  it  involved  a  final  paiting  fiom 
you  all.  It  is  my  intention  to  come  back.  —  (Ap- 
plause.) If  there  had  been  any  wavering  about 
my  purpose  in  that  lespect,  it  would  have  been 
removed  by  the  delightful  evidence  of  your  friend- 
ship which  you  have  given  me  this  evening. — (Ap- 
plause.) I  wish  lo  say  also  how  particulai  ly 
pleased  I  am  by  the  presence  of  so  many  of  our 
Yokohama  membei  s.  —  (Applause.)  I  have  had  ihe 
happiness  to  make  many  kind  fiiends  in  Yoko 
ha  ma,  and  to  i  eceive  most  hearty  hospitably  thei  e, 
and  nothing  could  moie  have  enhanced  my  satis- 
faction this  evening  than  to  find  Yokohama 
assisting  so  prominently. —  (Applause.)  I  cannot 
pretend  to  have  discharged  my  duty  well  as  a 
member  of  this  Club.  At  least,  I  have  not 
discharged  it  half  so  well  as  I  should  have 
wished  had  I  been  able  to  choose  always  what 
was  most  agreeable.  Besides,  I  have  some  excuse 
in  the  fact  that  my  life  in  the  Legation  has  been 
made  pai  licularly  pleasant  by  my  comrades  there, 
Mr.  Sp'ing- Rice  and  Mr.  Paget,  whom  you  also 
have  had  the  privilege  of  knowing. —  (Applause.)  I 
found  so  much  attraction  in  their  society  that  it 
was  not  always  easy  lo  join  you  at  the  cosy  dinners 
and  fi  iendly  i  libbers  of  which  I  carry  away  a  most 
vivid  recollection.  But  I  hope  lo  do  better  in 
that  1  espeel  when  I  come  back,  foi  it  would  indeed 
be  a  culpable  neglect  of  foilunale  oppoi  tuuities 
not  lo  fiequent  a  club  where  such  good  fellowship 
prevails  that  I  doubt  whether  I  have  ever  had 
expei  ience  of  a  more  enjoyable  place.  Gentlemen, 
I  again  thank  you  most  heaitily. —  (Applause.) 


COUNT  OKUMA   ON  CURRENT  TOPICS. 

A  writer  on  the  staff  of  the  Shin  Choya  Shim- 
bun  recently  waited  upon  Count  Okuma  to 
learn  his  views  on  current  topics.  Asked  about 
the  scheme  for  the  amalgamation  of  some  of 
the  patties  of  the  Opposition,  the  Progressionist 
leader  is  reported  to  have  declared  that  there  is 
no  such  scheme  on  foot.  Now  that  the  tide  of 
hostility  to  the  Clan  Government  is  becoming 
irresistibly  strong,  there  is  no  necessity  to  unite 
the  forces  of  the  Opposition  in  one  party.  In 
his  opinion,  the  parties  now  allied  against  the 
Government  will  contiune  to  hold  together  un- 
til their  common  object  of  introducing  a  system 
of  Party  Government  shall  have  been  attained. 
After  that,  a  general  re-distribution  of  parties  is 
inevitable.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
Strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  Count  Okuma  is 
said  to  have  given  his  opinion  that  the  move- 
ment is  still  as  strong  as  ever.  The  doctrine, 
he  says,  is  no  doubt  preached  in  different 
persons,  but  the  promoters  of  the  movement 
are  agreed  on  all  essential  points.  (This  state- 
ment of  the  Progressionist  leader  is  doubtless 
meant  as  a  sort  of  defence  for  the  inconsistent 
opinions  which  his  followers  had  to  avow  on 
the  subject  at  the  time  of  the  recent  election.) 
The  Cabinet — continued  Count  Okuma — at  first 
erroneously  supposed  that  the  movement  for 
Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  was  merely  a  party 
scheme  devised  by  a  group  of  old-fashioned 
Conservatives.  The  Government  has,  however, 
found  out  its  mistake,  and  perceiving  the 
strength  of  the  movement,  is  afraid  of  meeting 
it  squarely.  He  points  to  the  answer  given  by 
the  Premier  to  the  thirty-eight  members  of  the 
Upper  House,  in  which  Count  Ito  is  alleged  to 
have  endeavoured  to  confuse  the  real  issue  by 
bringing  in  various  topics,  such  as  the  Hoshi 
affair,  the  Budget  question,  and  so  forth.  Allud- 


ing to  the  Radical  Party,  Count  Okuma  states 
that  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  thai  the 
Party  maintains  any  close  connection  with  the 
Cabinet.  The  Tosa  section  and  those  under 
the  control  of  Mr.  Hoshi  may  support  the  Cabi- 
net, but  the  great  majority  of  the  Radicals  are, 
in  his  opinion,  opposed  to  clan  Government. 
Then  turning  to  the  question  of  Trealy  Revision, 
the  Progressionist  leader  ascribes  the  rumour 
of  ils  speedy  solution  to  speculative  merchants 
and  political  adventurers.  It  requires  a  great 
deal  of  resolution  to  take  up  this  task,  and  re- 
solution being  exactly  what  the  Cabinet  is  mosl 
deficient  in,  he  does  not  believe  in  any  repoit 
that  negotiations  have  been  resumed  in  real 
earnest.  If  the  question  be  approached  with 
sufficient  resolution,  there  ought  to  be  little 
difficulty  in  bringing  it  to  a  successful  issue. 
The  rumour  about  Count  Inouye  being  dis- 
pleased with  his  colleagues,  especially  Count 
Ito,  is  not  credited  by  Count  Okuma.  The 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  is  a  man  of  boundless 
industry,  and  must  have  overworked  himself  at 
the  time  of  the  recent  election.  Hence  the  neces- 
sity to  recruit  his  strength.  However,  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose,  as  some  people  seem  in- 
clined lo,  that  his  unique  mental  powers  show 
signs  of  enfeeblement.  If  he  appears  less  en- 
terprising than  formerly  it  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  his  actions  are  fettered  by  a  mass  of  laws 
and  regulations  which  did  not  formerly  exist. 
In  short,  he  is  not  fitted  to  shine  under  a  con- 
stitutional form  of  Government.  Lastly,  with 
reference  to  measures  relating  to  national  de- 
fence said  to  be  under  the  government's  con- 
templation, Count  Okuma  believes  that  they  will 
not  be  approved  by  the  Radical  Party,  which  is 
averse  to  delaying  the  reduction  of  the  land 
tax  and  the  re-assessment  of  the  taxable  value 
of  land. 


SPEECH  BY  COUNT  ITO. 

At  a  dinner  given  by  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Education  in  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Tokyo,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  the  Local  Governors  now  assembled 
in  the  capital,  Count  Ito,  being  among  the  guests, 
made  a  speech  that  occupied  some  forty  minutes 
in  the  delivery,  and  is  said  to  have  been  excel- 
lently conceived  and  full  of  interest.  Only  the 
very  briefest  resume  of  it  is  given,  however,  in 
theJVichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  from  which  we  learn 
that  the  Premier  addressed  himself  chiefly  to 
the  necessity  of  fostering  technical  education. 
He  said  that  although  at  first  sight  it  might 
seem  that  the  place  of  a  country  in  the  family 
of  nations  depended  upon  the  strength  of  its 
military  armaments,  the  true  basis  of  hegemony 
was  wealth.  Doubtless  a  full  demonstration  of 
this  proposiion  was  given,  but  the  Nichi  Ntchi 
tells  us  nothing  about  it.  The  Minister  Presi- 
dent went  on  to  say  that,  acting  upon  that  belief, 
the  Cabinet  had  submitted  to  the  Diet  in  its 
fifth  session  a  Bill  providing  State  aid  for  tech- 
nical education,  and  that  as  there  was  no  inten- 
tion of  abandoning  the  policy  represented  by 
the  Bill,  it  was  desirable  that  Local  Governors 
should  spare  no  pains  to  promote  it. 


AN  INFLUENTIAL   MOVEMENT  FOR  BI-METALL1SM. 

It  is  significant  of  the  more  favourable  opini- 
on regarding  silver  that  a  committee  to  promote 
international  bimetallism  has  been  formed  in 
Boston  (U.S.),  the  committee  comprising  United 
States  Senators,  Representatives  in  Congress, 
ex-Governors,  college  professors,  prominent 
lawyers,  railways  presidents,  shipping,  import- 
ing and  wholesale  merchants,  trustees  of  large 
estates,  bank  presidents,  and  treasurers  of  some 
of  the  largest  manufacturing  corporations  of 
New  England,  and  active  businessmen  of  large 
fortunes  who  are  deeply  and  materially  interest- 
ed in  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  country. 
This  committee  purposes  to  further  the  cause  of 
International  bimetallism,  by  means  of  lectures, 
pamphlets,  public  addresses,  discussions,  etc. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  is  President 
Andrews,  of  Brown  University,  who  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Brussels  Conference  last  year,  and 
includes  General  A.  F.  Walker,  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Paris  Conference  in  1878. 
Those  concerned  in  the  movement,  while  earn- 


/ 


350 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  24,  1894. 


estly  opposed  to  free  coinage  of  silver  by  the 
United  States,  independent  of  international 
action  and  agreement,  believe  that  the  repeal 
of  the  purchase  clause  of  the  Sherman  Act 
affords  a  fitting  and  fortunate  opportunity  for 
advancing  the  cause  of  international  bimetal- 
lism. They  believe  that  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  necessities  of  commerce  will 
compel  an  international  use  of  silver  as  well  as 
of  gold  in  the  currencies  throughout  the  world. 

EDUCATION   FOR  GEISHA. 

The  recent  visit  of  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
largest  tea-houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Shimbashi  to 
Kyoto,  has  resulted  in  the  setting  on  foot  of  a 
movement  that  will  unquestionably  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  admirers  of  the  geisha  frater- 
nity and  chirimena  vestis.  He  proposes  estab- 
lishing a  school  in  which  singing-girls  may  be 
taught  something  else  than  posturing  and  the 
twanging  of  the  samisen.  For,  despite  Miss 
Helen  Gregory's  glowing  description  of  the 
"  Professional  Beauties  of  Japan  " — which  ap- 
peared in  a  recent  number  of  the  Californian 
Illustrated  Magaiine — there  are  very  few  geisha 
whose  literary  accomplishments  go  further  than 
a  mastery  of  the  simpler  hira-gana  forms,  their 
knowledge  of  Chinese  ideographs  being  even 
still  more  fragmentary.  They  stand,  none  the 
less,  higher  than  Pierre  Loti,  the  sensualist  and 
cynic,  would  rank  them  ;  for  it  is  well-known 
that  they  often  contract  marriages  in  high 
quarters  and  are,  as  wives,  generally  models  of 
decorum  and  propriety.  Yet  it  is  unquestioned 
that  the  geisha  of  to-day  rank  far  lower  than  their 
sisters  of  three  or  four  decades  ago,  so  the 
establishment  of  a  proper  school  to  endow  them 
with  the  mental  qualifications  which  they  most 
lack,  is  an  undertaking  that  should  prosper.  To 
raise  sufficient  funds  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  the  institution,  the  celebrated 
"  Miyako  "  dances  will  be  given,  either  in  the 
Shintomi-za  or  Haruki-za,  in  which  all  the  chief 
singers  and  terpsichoreans  of  the  metropolis  are 
to  take  part. 

THE   LATE   MR.   MITSUI  TAKAYOSHI. 

Mr.  Mitsui  Takayoshi,  who  died  on  the  nth 
instant  at  his  residence  in  the  Koishikawa  suburb 
of  Tokyo  at  the  age  of  72,  is  spoken  of  with 
much  admiration  and  respect  by  the  vernacular 
press.  The  eighth  son  of  Mr.  Mitsui  Takahide, 
he  was  adopted,  when  17  years  old,  by  Mr. 
Mitsui  Takamasu,  head  of  the  Demizu  branch 
of  the  Great  Mitsui  firm.  The  following  year 
he  came  to  Tokyo  and  was  engaged  in  the 
"  Yechigo-ya."  Subsequently  he  succeeded  to 
the  Demizu  branch,  and  among  other  functions 
performed,  for  a  long  lime,  those  of  banker  to 
the  Shogun  and  supplier  of  goods  to  the  Court 
in  Kyoto.  At  the  Restoration  he  gained  much 
credit  by  contributing  liberally  to  the-expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  after  the  centralization  of 
the  Administration  he  acted  as  the  Government's 
agent  for  rice  paid  as  taxes.  He  also  took  a 
leading  part  in  starting  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  to  him  are  due  the  inception  and  organi- 
zation of  the  Mitsui  Bank.  In  January  of  last 
year  he  was  honoured  by  receiving  the  First 
Rank  of  the  Fifth  Grade,  in  consideration  of  his 
meritorious  services  at  the  time. of  the  Restora- 
tion. Of  his  three  sons  the  eldest  and  youngest 
survive,  the  former  now  holding  the  position  of 
President  of  the  Mitsui  Mining  Company,  the 
latter  that  of  President  of  the  Mitsui  Bussan 
Kaisha. 

A   POETICAL  FISHMONGER. 

Shijime  is  a  tiny  shell-fish,  known  to  students 
of  the  Japanese  language  because  it  takes  the 
Place  of  Mrs.  Partington's  mop  in  a  vernacular 
proverb  embodying  the  idea  of  that  good  lady's 
attempt  to  "clean  up"  the  ocean  (daikai  wo 
shijime-kai  de  sitkti).  It  is  a  succulent  little 
morsel,  and  the  humble  citizens  of  Tokyo  ob- 
tain their  supplies  of  it  from  hawkers  who  carry 
two  baskets  of  the  shells  on  a  shoulder-pole. 
No  needier  or  harder-worked  folks  are  to  be 
found  than  these  meanest  of  fishmongers. 
Among  them  at  present  is  a  man  who  formerly 
possessed  the  official  rank  of  First  Class, 
Seventh  Grade,  and  who  still  possesses  a  de- 
coration for  signal  service  rendered  during  the 


Satsuma  rebellion.  His  career  has  probably 
many  parallels  among  Japanese  shizoku  whom 
the  Restoration  threw  upon  the  world,  ignorant 
wholly  of  trade  yet  compelled  to  resort  to  it  in 
order  to  keep  body  and  soul  together.  He  first 
engaged  in  an  ice-making  enterprise  at  Shin- 
juku,  and  afterwards  started  the  Shinagawa 
Gravel  Company,  but  the  only  issue  of  these 
efforts  was  a  load  of  debt  so  heavy  that  he  had 
to  fly  from  Tokyo.  Last  fall  he  returned  to  the 
capital  and  applied  himself  to  the  business  of 
hawking  shijime.  But  then  came  the  Imperial 
Silver  Wedding,  and  with  it  permission  for  all 
holders  of  official  rank  to  compose  and  present 
a  congratulatory  ode.  The  shiji?ne-$z\\zx  has 
availed  himself  of  the  occasion,  and  displayed 
quite  a  neat  trick  of  versification.  Yet  hawk- 
ing shell-fish  ought  to  drive  most  of  the  poetry 
out  of  a  man. 


A   PERMANENT   MEMORIAL   OF  THE  SILVER 
WEDDING. 

Some  time  ago  there  appeared  in  the  vernacular 
press  a  statement  that  the  Presidents  of  the 
Mitsu  Bishi  Bank,  the  100th  National  Bank,  and 
the  Mitsui  Bank  contemplated  raising  a  sub 
scription  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a  scholar- 
ship in  the  Higher  Commercial  School  in  com- 
memoration of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding. 
We  now  learn  from  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun 
that  the  project  has  made  great  progress.  Sub- 
scriptions were  so  easily  obtained  at  the  outset 
that  the  projectors  confidently  introduced  the 
scheme  at  a  meeting  of  bankers  in  the  Clearing 
House  some  days  ago.  On  that  occasion  the 
Presidents  of  the  Bank  of  Japan  and  of  the  1st 
National  Bank  were  so  enthusiastic  that  they 
proposed  to  increase  the  original  amount  of 
30,000  yen\lo  300,000,  and  to  employ  the  money 
not  merely  for  endowing  a  scholarship,  but  also 
for  establishing  a  Commercial  Club  with  a  well- 
stocked  library.  The  further  elaboration  of  the 
project  was  entrusted  to  Messrs.  Kawata  and 
Shibusawa.  There  appears  to  be  some  scepticism 
about  the  consummation  of  the  scheme,  but  our 
contemporary  is  justly  confident  that  the  names 
of  the  men  now  in  charge  of  it  constitute  an 
ample  guarantee  of  its  success. 


CABLE  COMMUNICATION  WITH  THE  NORTHERN 
ISLANDS. 

At  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  mainland 
of  Hokkaido  lie  two  little  islands  called  Rijiri 
and  Ribun.  Neither  of  them  has  a  circum- 
ference exceeding  twenty-five  English  miles, 
but  so  rich  are  they  in  marine  products  that 
each  of  them  yields  more  than  a  million  yen 
annually  to  its  population  of  fishers,  whose  num- 
bers are  steadily  augmenting.  There  is,  how- 
ever no  telegraphic  communication  between 
the  islands  and  the  mainland.  Ships  that  make 
Otaru  their  place  of  anchorage  and  ply  north- 
ward to  the  coast  of  Kitami,  generally  call  at 
the  islands,  entering  the  harbour  of  Oshidomari 
in  Rijiu,  where  excellent  shelter  is  found.  But 
owing  to  the  absence  of  telegraphic  communi- 
cation, ships  whose  destination  is  Rijiri  are 
unable  to  send  any  intimation  of  their  coming 
until  they  reach  Soya,  a  town  at  the  north- 
eastern extremity  of  Kitami,  and  owing  to  the 
same  cause,  ships  at  anchor  in  the  waters  of 
Rijiri  or  Ribun  can  not  have  the  advantage 
of  the  meteorological  information  available  to 
vessels  at  all  points  of  the  chief  islands  of  the 
Empire.  Fifty  thousand  yen  would  remedy  the 
deficiency,  and  as  the  people  of  the  islands  and 
of  Hokkaido  would  furnish  about  one  half  of 
that  amount,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Government 
will  be  induced  to  furnish  the  remainder. 


SILVER  THE   MONETARY   STANDARD  OF  THE 

rcn  ure. 

A  remarkable  speech  was  recently  made  in 
Vienna  on  the  occasion  of  the  assembling  of 
the  Society  of  Austrian  Economists,  says  an 
American  contemporary,  by  Dr.  Otto  Arendt, 
leader  of  the  German  Bimetallic  Party.  Profes- 
sor Suess,  of  whose  great  work  "The  Future  of 
Silver,"  we  have  frequently  written  in  these 
columns,  was  present  and  created  a  profound  im- 
pression by  predicting  the  abandonment  of  the 
gold  standard  throughout  the  world.    He  said 


that  it  is  true  that  the  technique  of  gold  production 
has  improved  during  the  last  few  years.  Particu- 
larly by  chlorinisation  have  we  succeeded  in 
working  refractory  pyrites,  and  in  this  way  have 
made  poor  quartz  pay.  This  is  particularly  the 
case  in  Africa.  There  is  no  doubt  that  for  years 
to  come  Africa  will  produce  gold,  but  we  must 
not  over-estimate  this  factor.  The  maximum 
production  of  Witwatersrand  will  probably  be 
reached  within  this  century.  In  Mashonaland 
theie  are  goldfields,  but  they  have  been  entirely 
exhausted.  It  is  presumed  this  was  the  Land 
of  Ophir  of  The  Bible.  The  future  gold  pro- 
duction depends  upon  extended  geographical 
knowledge.  In  the  old  countries  there  is 
no  more  gold  to  be  had.  And  he  added  : — 
"With  all  our  improved  machinery  and  know- 
ledge the  production  of  gold  to-day  has  not 
yet  reached  the  total  of  forty  years  ago.  But 
with  this  you  have  pronounced  sentence  of  death 
on  the  gold  standard.  The  requirements  of  in- 
dustry are  getting  greater  every  year  :  the  pro- 
duction remains,  at  best,  stable.  This  fact 
cannot  be  denied  by  all  the  economists  in  the 
world.  From  it  I  conclude,  with  the  certainty 
of  a  scientific  deduction,  that  the  gold  stan- 
dard cannot  last,  and  that  we  must  re- 
vert to  silver.  There  may  be  great  difficul- 
ties in  doing  so,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
say  to-day  how  those  difficulties  can  be  over- 
come— of  this  I  am  confident."  These  are  the 
significant  words  of  the  greatest  of  living  geo- 
logists who  has  given  the  most  profound  study 
to  the  subject  of  gold  production,  and  has,  be- 
sides, compiled  with  minute  care  the  statistics 
of  the  employment  of  gold  in  the  arts.  He 
believes  that  gold,  as  money,  will  be  substituted 
by  silver,  and  that  the  future  money  of  the 
world  is  the  white  metal. 


CONVICT  WORK   IN  THE  PORONAI   COAL  MINE. 

A  scarcely  credible  account  of  the  state  of 
affairs  at  the  Poronai  coal  mine  is  given  by  the 
Kokumin  Shimbun.  Statistics  show,  we  read, 
that  from  1883  to  1891  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  mine  was  82  and  the  number  ot  persons 
injured  55,000.  It  will  doubtless  seem  to  our 
readers  that  this  latter  figure  is  quite  incredible, 
and  indeed  so  it  seems  to  us.  Fifty-five  thou- 
sand injured  miners  in  eight  years  is  indeed  a 
record  of  records.  But  we  merely  quote  from 
the  vernacular  press.  Accidents  so  numerous 
are  said  to  have  demoralized  the  convicts  work- 
ing in  the  mine.  The  jailers  are  powerless  to 
control  them  effectually.  A  state  of  anarchy 
prevails.  The  more  unprincipled  combine  to 
compel  their  honester  comrades  to  dig  out  a 
double  portion  of  coal  so  that  the  total  fixed  for 
each  squad  may  be  reached.  The  daily  pay  of 
a  convict  is  fixed  at  11  sen,  out  of  which  8  sen 
goes  to  pay  the  prison  for  his  food,  leaving  only 
3  sen  for  clothing  and  sundries,  so  that  the 
amount  received  by  the  prison  for  a  man's  labour 
does  not  fully  pay  for  his  keep.  Considering  that 
a  hired  miner  who  is  not  a  convict  earns  from 
30  to  40  sen  a  day,  the  prison  authorities  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  convicts  are  let 
too  cheaply  to  the  mine,  and  negotiations  have 
accordingly  been  opened  with  the  object  of 
raising  the  pay  to  12  sen  a  day.  A  difference  of 
1  sen  per  man  seems  very  trifling,  but  it  has  to 
be  remembered  that  there  are  1,300  convidls 
employed  in  the  mine  so  that  the  proposed 
increase  aggregates  4,680  yen  a  year.  The 
mine-owners,  therefore,  are  not  likely  to 
agree  readily,  but  inasmuch  as  the  prison 
authorities  have  ascertained  that  convicts  can 
be  employed  for  agricultural  purposes  at  a 
daily  wage  of  20  sen,  their  position  vis-a-vis 
the  mine-owners  is  strong.  Indeed,  if  these 
figures  be  correct  we  do  not  see  what  right  the 
prison  authorities  have  to  hire  the  men's  ser- 
vices to  the  mine  at  all,  for  underground  labour 
is  proverbially  so  demoralizing  that  a  propor- 
tionately higher  rate  of  remuneration  ought  to 
be  obtained  for  it. 


JAPANESE   IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

In  1892  there  were  only  472  Japanese  labourers 
in  British  Columbia,  but  according  to  the  News 
Agency  the  number  rose  to  875  last  June,  at  the 
commencement  of   the  salmon   season,  and 
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diminished  to  710  when  ihe  season  was  over. 
Evidently  many  of  the  Japanese  who  visit  British 
Columbia  are  mere  nomadic  labourers.  It  is 
said  that  fully  500  found  employment  last  year 
in  the  salmon-fisheries.  The  fixed  Occupations 
offering  are  sawing  and  coal-mining,  but  these 
absorb  only  very  small  numbers  of  Japanese, 
namely,  some  50  and  12  respectively.  The 
demand  for  Japanese  labour  used  to  be  greater 
at  the  saw-mills  before  the  recent  depression  of 
trade,  and  greater  also  at  the  coal-mines  before 
the  trouble  about  the  emigrants  sent  by  the 
Kobe  Emigrant  Company.  In  short,  out  of 
some  710  Japanese  immigrants  now  in  British 
Columbia,  not  more  than  a  third  have  fixed 
employment.  The  remainder  lead  a  very  hand- 
to-mouth  existence. 


were  $66,652,400  againit  $64,688,687  in  1892, 
an  increase  of  $1,963,713.  The  surplus  of 
the  dividends  for  the  year  covered  by  the  re- 
port is  $16,048,405,  which,  though  not  a  large 
amount  on  a  basis  of  gross  earnings  of  nearly 
$1,100,000,000,  shows,  in  the  language  of  the 
Commission,  "  that  the  railways  as  a  rule  main- 
tained profitable  activity."  Bradstrect's,  from 
which  we  quote,  adds  the  following  interesting 
table :— - 

FINANCIAL  RESULTS  OF  RAILWAYS  IN  YEARS  NAMED. 

Perlmile  of  line.  Inc. 

1B93 

1893.    189].    1891.    1890.    1889.  over 
1891. 

Passenger  service   $2,313  $2,014  $1,963  $1,978  $1,956  $109 

Freight  service    5.068   4,946   4,689   4,589   4,304  133 

Other     earnings  from 

■^operations   163      161      150      155      157  — 

Unclassified   * —         1       —         3         3  t* 


very  much  smaller  than  the  number  of  defaulter! 
in  respect  of  local  taxen.  It  is  inferred  Irom 
this  fact  that  the  system  of  local  taxation  is 
seriously  defective,  but  evidently  such  an  in- 
ference cannot  be  confidently  drawn  until  the 
different  classes  of  persons  by  whom  the  taxes 
are  paid  have  been  carefully  considered.  Per- 
sons liable  10  national  taxes  belong  generally  to 
the  better  classes,  whereas  everybody,  almost 
without  distinction,  is  brought  within  the 
net  of  the  local  tax  collector.  That  is  only 
our  opinion,  however.  The  projectors  of  the 
new  political  association  of  business  men 
think  differently.  They  believe  that  the  system 
of  local  taxes  calls  urgently  for  reform.  The 
Business  Tax,  especially,  evokes  their  criticism. 
It  is  imposed  on  a  sliding  scale  according  to 
the  amount  of  the  sales  annually  effected  by  a 
merchant.  Evidently  that  amount  cannot  be 
determined  exactly  by  any  official  scrutiny  of 
the  merchant's  books;  reports  furnished  by 
the  merchants  themselves  are  chiefly  relied  on, 
and  it  goes  without  saying  that,  human  nature 
being  what  it  is,  the  honest  tradesman  has  to 
pay  a  much  larger  impost  than  the  unscrupu- 
lous. The  Tax  on  Miscellaneous  Trades  is  less 
objectionable  since  it  is  fixed,  not  according  to 
the  volume  of  a  particular  business,  but  accord- 
ing to  its  nature.  No  inspection  of  books  is  re- 
quired in  this  case  nor  any  furnishing  of  returns, 
and  consequently  the  duty  of  paying  the  tax  has 
a  less  demoralizing  effect.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  persons  liable  to  the  tax  are  the  poorest 
classes  of  tradesmen  and  defaulters  are  corre- 
spondingly more  numerous.  Moreover,  the  in- 
cidence of  the  above  two  taxes  is  not  uniform  : 
they  are  rated  differently  in  different  localities, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  commerce  and  in- 
dustry in  one  locality  may  be  handicapped  in 
competition  with  another  locality.  For  these 
reasons  the  new  Association  advocates  the  re- 
peal of  such  taxes  altogether. 

n  it 

The  House  Tax  also  provokes  the  disapproval 
of  the  Association.  They  say  that  it  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  a  poll-tax,  and  consequently  falls 
more  heavily  upon  the  poor,  than  upon  the  rich, 
classes.  They  advocate  its  abolition  simultane- 
ously with  that  of  the  Business  Tax  and  the  Tax 
on  Miscellaneous  Trades.  The  loss  to  local  trea- 
suries throughout  the  empire  would  aggregate 
6,939,963  yen,  according  to  the  returns  of  the 
2  5th  fiscal  year  of  Meiji.  To  meet  this  deficiency 
the  reformers  propose  that,  in  the  first  place, 
the  Prison  Expenditures,  now  defrayed  out  of 
the  local  taxes,  should  be  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  the  Treasury;  and  in  the  second,  that 
the  Central  Government's  contribution  to  the 
cost  of  the  Local  Police  should  be  increased. 
Each  of  these  measures  represents  a  saving  of 
i\  million  yen  to  the  localities.  As  for  the 
remaining  deficit  of  nearly  three  millions,  the 
plan  is  to  make  it  good  by  augmenting  the 
Land  Rates.  Exception  is  proposed  to  be 
made,  however,  in  the  case  of  cities  like  Tokyo, 
Osaka,  and  Kyoto,  where  the  Land  Rates  can 
not  be  easily  levied  :  there  the  House  Tax 
might  remain  in  operation.  Briefly  speaking, 
the  Association  seeks  to  increase  the  burdens  on 
land  by  some  seven  million  yen.  No  programme 
could  be  more  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
change  hitherto  advocated  by  parliamentary 
politicians,  whose  one  idea  has  been  to  lighten 
the  burden  on  the  agricultural  classes. 


A  YOUTHFUL  SCULPTOR. 

An  instructor  in  the  Tokyo  Fine  Arts  School, 
Mr.  Goto  Sadayuki,  who  enjoys  a  high  re- 
putation as  a  sculptor,  is  stated  by  the  Hochi 
Shimbun  to  have  come  across  a  promising 
young  artist  in  quite  a  romantic  manner.  Two 
years  ago  Mr.  Goto,  while  travelling  in  Awa, 
rested  at  midday  in  an  inn  where  the  noise  of 
a  chisel  reached  him  from  a  humble-looking 
cottage  close  at  hand.  He  walked  over  to  the 
place  and  found  a  young  man,  some  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  cutting  a  stone  Dog  of  Fo,  such  as 
is  usually  placed  before  a  Shinto  shrine.  The 
man  was  so  intent  upon  his  work  that  he  paid 
no  attention  to  the  presence  of  a  stranger,  nor 
was  the  latter  disposed  to  interfere,  being  lost  in 
surprise  at  the  exceptional  skill  with  which  the 


METALS. 

Messrs.  S.  W.  Royse  &  Co.  in  their  report,  dated 
January,  27th,  say: — Until  about  the  middle  of 
this  month  business  in  Fig  Iron  was  unsatisfac- 
tory, prices  falling  slowly  but  steadily,  but  since 
then  a  change  has  taken  place,  and  values  of 
both  Scotch  and  Cleveland  Iron  have  improved 
to  the  extent  of  about  gd.  per  ton.  During  the 
last  few  days,  at  Middlesbrough  especially,  a 
brisk  business  has  been  done  and  some  good 
contracts  made  for  forward  delivery.  Better 
reports  are  also  to  hand  from  other  markets, 
and  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  a  continuance 
of  the  improvement.  The  Manufactured  Iron 
trade  in  the  Midlandsis  responsive  to  this  altered 
state  of  affairs,  and  prices  are  firmer  there.  In 
the  higher  priced  Metals,  however,  business  has 
been  quite  disappointing.  Copper  has  fallen 
steadily,  about  30s.  per  ton  since  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  The  consumptive  demand  has 
been  small,  and  of  a  hand-to-mouth  description, 
but  just  now  the  market  has  a  firmer  tone.  Tin 
is  even  worse,  having  lost  nearly  ^3  per  ton 
during  the  month  but  is  now  tending  upwards. 
Spelter  has  fallen,  and  is  just  steady  at  present. 
Lead  is  quite  dull. 

RECEIVERS  OF  STOLEN  GOODS. 

It  has  often  been  noted  that  the  Chinese  in  the 
open  ports  are  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  with 
which  the  police  have  to  contend  in  tracing  lost 
property.  These  astute  settlers  aie  always 
ready  to  purchase  articles  offered  at  remarkably 
cheap  rates  without  making  any  inconvenient 
scrutiny  into  their  provenance.  The  police  of 
course  have  no  access  to  the  premises  of  Chi- 
nese residents  without  permission  from  the 
Chinese  Consul,  and  Chinese  dealers  in  second 
hand  goods  naturally  pay  no  attention  to  Japa 
nese  regulations.  Any  property  coming  into 
the  hands  of  a  Chinaman  can  be  easily  disposed 
of  in  such  a  manner  as  to  defy  police  detection. 
Still  the  wily  Chinaman  does  not  always  get  off 
with  the  "swag."  Recently,  for  example,  a 
watch  deposited  with  a  Chinese  pawnbroker  for 
35  yen  was  identified  as  one  picked  from  the 
pocket  of  an  American  naval  officer.  Availing 
themselves  of  this  occasion,  the  police  opened 
negotiations  with  the  Chinese  Consul  and  have 
persuaded  him  to  amend  the  rules  relating  to 
pawnbrokers,  in  the  sense  of  requiring  that  they 
shall  not  receive  any  article  unless  the  person 
offering  it  is  provided  with  a  surety  and  that 
other  provisions  shall  be  made  to  facilitate  the 
recovery  of  stolen  goods. 

RAILROAD  EARNINGS  IN  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Statistics  have  been  published  showing  the  re 
suits  of  railway  operations  in  the  United  States 
during  1893.  The  figures  refer  to  479  roads  with 
an  aggregate  mileage  of  145,896  miles.  The  total 
gross  earnings  for  the  year  were  $1,085,685,281 
the  operating  expenses  $735,427,532,  and  the 
net  income,  $350,237,749.  These  returns  do 
not  embrace  as  large  a  number  of  lines  as  usual, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that,  when  completed,  they 
may  not  make  so  good  a  showing.  Comparing 
the  results  with  those  for  1892,  it  appears  that 
the  roads  reporting  exhibit  aggregate  net  earn- 
ings to  the  amount  of  $350,257,749  in  1893 
against  $340,482,792  in  1892,  an  increase  of 
$9,774,957,  or  about  3!  per  cent.  The  net 
deductions,  exclusive  of  dividends,  in  1893, 
were  $267,556,944,  while  the  dividends  paid 


Total  gross  earnings..  7,443  7,213  6,801  6,725  6,320  330 
Less  operating  expenses    5,043   4,809   4,538   4,435    4,303  233 

Income  from  operation    2,401    2,404    2,363    2,300   2,087  13 
*  Less  than  ft,        t  Decrease. 
AMOUNT  OF  SERVICE  RENDERKI)  BY  RAILWAYS  IN  YEARS 
NAMED. 

Passengers  „  .  , 

Passengers   carried  one  Tons  carried  c^rrie 
Year.       carried  on  mile,   mile  per        one  mile.    °n.e  mile  per 
mile  of  line.  mile  of  line. 

■  893   12,835, 975.3H       87,928       84,997.043. 8«4  582,69" 

1892   13,362,898,299       82,285       88,241,050,335  £43,365 

1   12,844,243,881       79,642       81,073,784,121  502,705 

1890   11,847,785,617       75,7S»       76,207,047,298  487,345 

"9   i'.S53.820,445       75,325       68,727,223,146  448,069 


THE  MISSIONARIES  IN    CHINA    AND   THE  SUN-?U 
MASSACRE. 

A  pregnant  protest  has  been  addressed  by  the 
foreign  Protestant  Missionaries  in  China  to  the 
Corps  Diplomatique  in  Peking.  The  Mission- 
aries believe  that  the  action  taken  by  Chinese 
officialdom  in  the  sequel  of  the  Sung-pu  mas- 
sacre amounts  virtually  to  the  proscription  of 
Christian  propagandism,  and  they  say  so  in 
plain  terms.  We  quote  two  strong  paragraphs 
from  their  memorial : — 

1st. — Many  Chinese  subjects,  most  of  whom  had 
no  other  interest  in  the  Sung-pu  affair  than  a  friendly 
disposition  to  aid  the  murdered  missionaries  in  their 
dire  extremity,  have  been  made  to  suffer,  as  rank 
criminals,  in  imprisonments,  beatings,  hardships  and 
loss  of  property,  without  in  the  settlement  of  the  case, 
obtaining  any  redress  whatever.  And  some  of  these, 
guilty  of  no  crine,  are  slill  exiles  from  their  homes 
and  native  province,  because  they  believe  that  by  re- 
turning they  would  subject  themselves  to  further 
punishment  by  Ihe  local  officials.  In  view  not  only 
of  the  justice  and  protection  which  all  Governments 
should  secure  to  their  subjects,  but  especially  because 
of  her  treaty  engagements  with  Christian  Powers, 
China  should  hasten  to  put  herself  in  a  proper  at- 
titude before  the  civilised  world,  which  demands 
religious  toleration  as  the  first  of  human  rights. 
Moreover,  if  it  be  once  taken  for  granted  by  the  com- 
mon people,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  it  is 
hereafter  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  their  Government 
to  punish  not  only  Christian  converts,  but  all,  who 
by  selling  or  leasing  property,  by  personal  service,  by 
friendly  relations  with  missionaries  and  Christians, 
or  even  by  acquiescing  in  their  neighbourhood,  may 
make  themselves  suspected  of  sympathy  with  Christ- 
ianity, and  in  case  of  their  molestation,  to  withdraw 
from  them  protection  and  deny  them  a  hearing  in  the 
local  and  higher  courts,  it  must  be  patent  to  all  that 
the  right  to  teach  our  faith,  clearly'conferred  by  treaty, 
will  in  fact  have  been  taken  away,  in  the  manner  most 
disastrous  to  its  propogation  and  acceptance  in  China 

2nd. — A  large  body  of  missionaries  of  various 
societies  and  countries,  now  resident  in  the  province 
of  Hupeh.  are,  we  are  credibly  informed,  debarred  by 
the  action  of  certain  officials,  not  only  from  resuming 
their  work  in  the  region  of  which  Sung-pu  is  the 
centre,  but  from  beginning  new  work  in  other  districts 
where  the  people,  so  far  as  left  to  themselves,  have 
shown  a  marked  friendiness  and  readiness  to  receive 
them.  Even  in  long  occupied  stations,  where  har- 
monious relations  with  the  people  have  hitherto  pre- 
vailed, new  and  irksome  restrictions  are  being 
imposed,  which,  while  they  embarrass  the  missionary, 
also  serve  to  more  and  more  outlaw  the  Christian 
communities,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  persecu 
tion  and  outrage  by  evil-disposed  persons,  and  when, 
as  a  consequence,  troubles  or  dangers  arise,  the  official 
protection  which  should  be  given  alike  to  all  good 
citizens  of  whatever  faith  is  either  wholly  withheld 
from  Christian  subjects,  or,  at  best,  given  grudgingly 
and  tardily,  as  the  result  of  the  missionary's  appeal. 
Sometimes,  when  the  treaty  obligations  are  well 
understood  and  an  appearance  is  made  of  conforming 
to  them,  conditions  of  which  the  treaties  know 
nothing  are  exacted  which  render  their  concessions 
nugatory. 

TAXES  ON  TRADE. 

Statistics  show  that  the  number  of  persons 
who  come  into  conflict  with  the  law  in  conse- 
quence of  failure  to  pay  their  national  taxes  is 
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workman  chiselled  the  head  of  the  fabulous 
animal.  Presently  the  chisel  rested,  and  then  a 
conversation  took  place,  the  upshot  of  which 
was  that  the  young  man,  whose  name  is  Harada. 
was  brought  to  Tokyo  and  placed  in  the  Art 
School  under  the  care  of  the  famous  sculptor 
Takamura  Koun.  He  gives  promise  of  the 
highest  proficiency,  and  has  already  chiselled  a 
pair  of  Chin  dogs,  said  to  be  admirably  done, 
which  have  been  placed  in  the  garden  of  Mr. 
Yasuda  Zenjiro's  beautiful  place  in  the  Fuka- 
gawa  suburb  of  Tokyo.  As  a  rule  the  art  of 
carving  in  stone  has  never  been  carried  beyond 
the  most  mediocre  standard  in  Japan,  and  it 
may  be  that  this  Mr.  Harada  is  destined  to  earn 
a  new  reputation  for  his  country's  sculptors. 

PRESERVATION  OF  SCENl'c  GEMS. 

A  well-known  Tokyo  barrister,  Mr.  Yamada 
Kinosuke,  recently  delivered  an  interesting 
lecture  with  reference  to  the  conservation  of 
places  noted  for  scenic  beauties  or  celebrated 
for  historical  associations  in  Japan.  The 
lecture  was  given  at  a  meeting  of  the  Kokka- 
gaku  Kai  (State  Science  Society).  What  Mr. 
Yamada  advocated  was  that  the  prohibition  at 
present  existing  against  lotteries  should  be 
relaxed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to 
preserve  such  places.  He  declared  the  method 
of  raising  subscriptions  to  be  quite  inadequate 
even  in  the  case  of  a  place  so  famous  and 
favourite  as  Nikko.  Discussing  lotteries,  he  as- 
signed three  reasons  that  had  led  to  their  pro- 
hibition. The  first  was  that  they  fostered  a 
spirit  of  gambling  ;  the  second,  that  they  en- 
couraged the  employment  of  illegal  methods, 
and  the  third  that  their  organizers  usually  reaped 
excessive  profit.  The  second  and  third  of  these 
reasons  Mr.  Yamada  did  not  consider  worthy 
of  attention  in  the  case  of  lotteries  held  for  the 
purpose  indicated  by  him,  and  with  regard  to 
the  first,  he  argued  about  it  much  as  the 
advocates  of  licensed  prostitution  argue  about 
the  social  evil,  namely,  that  the  spirit  of  specu- 
lation and  gambling  being  ineradicable  from 
the  human  breast,  it  was  belter  to  recognise  and 
seek  to  control  its  workings,  rather  than  to  enact 
ineffective  prohibitions  against  it.  We  do  not 
imagine,  however,  that  the  lecturer's  theory  is 

likely  to  be  put  into  practice. 

* 

*  * 

A  curious  point  was  made  by  Mr.  Yamada 
in  his  lecture.  One  of  the  most  favourite  amuse- 
ments of  literary  folks  at  present  is  the  composi- 
tion of  little  poems  called  haikai,  which  are 
sent  in  to  some  recognised  master  of  poetry  by 
whom  their  relative  merits  are  judged.  Nothing, 
apparently,  could  be  more  harmless  or  desirable 
than  the  growth  of  such  a  taste.  But  Mr.  Ya- 
mada alleges  that  it  is  not  inspired  by  literary 
or  poetic  proclivities  nearly  so  much  as  by 
vulgar  speculation.  Each  composer  of  a  haikai 
has  to  accompany  his  composition  with  two  or 
three  sen,  and  from  the  amount  thus  obtained  a 
money  prize  is  awarded  to  the  best,  or  it  may 
be  the  best  and  second  best,  compositions.  In 
short,  he  alleges  that  the  haikai  competitions 
are  lotteries  in  disguise. 


HIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 

About  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
nth,  two  girls,  sisters,  while  proceeding  up 
Glenealy  between  Caine  Road  and  Robinson 
Road,  Hongkong,  were  accosted  by  a  Chinese, 
who  seized  one  of  them  by  the  throat  and  threw 
her  to  the  ground.  The  other  at  once  screamed 
and  tackled  the  assailant,  who  made  off  along 
the  road  leading  to  the  Public  Gardens  on 
seeing  one  of  his  own  countrymen  coming 
to  the  assistance  of  the  distracted  girls.  The 
object  of  the  attack  was  doubtless  a  gold  brooch 
which  was  worn  at  the  neck.  The  ruffian  was 
pockmarked,  and  the  girls  say  they  will  be  able 
to  identify  him  again.   

SHANGHAI   AND  NAGASAKI. 

The  following  letter,  published  by  the  North 
China  Daily  News,  deserves  to  be  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Directors  of  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  : — 

Sir, — A  few  years  ago,  one  of  the  steamship  com- 
panies carrying  on  a  weekly  service  with  Japan,  in- 
augurated a  series  of  trips  to  Nagasaki  and  back,  the 


steamers  leaving  here  on  Friday,  arriving  at  Nagasaki 
on  Sunday  at  day  light,  the  return  steamer  leaving  Na- 
gasaki on  Sunday  or  occasionally  Monday,  and  reach- 
ing Shanghai  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  forenoon  By 
this  means  the  Company  acquired  a  not  undeserved 
popularity,  for  they  offered  to  residents  in  Shangai  an 
opportunity  of  an  agreeable  trip,  in  well  found  ships 
commanded  by  men  who  are  looked  upon  in  Shanghai 
as  belonging  to  our  own  set,  valuable  change  of  air 
and  scene  ;  in  short,  a  great  pleasure  at  a  moderate 
expense  and  without  any  material  trespass  upon 
time,  which,  as  you  know,  is  fully  occupied  here. 
These  trips  were  beginning  to  be  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated  ;  and  undoubtedly  the  popularity  of  the  line 
would  have  advanced,  for  any  move  in  the  direction 
is  ably  seconded  by  the  Company's  officers  ashore  and 
afloat  ;  when,  without  any  reason  assigned,  they  were 
discontinued,  and,  with  a  refinement  of  torture  quite 
inexplicable,  departures  hence  were  and  have  since 
been  set  down  for  Saturday  and  from  Nagasaki  oil 
Sunday,  so  that  the  much  coveted  trip  must  now  be 
abandoned  unless  nine  to  eleven  days  can  be  devoted 
to  the  purpose. 

Another  large  Company  so  time  the  departures  of 
their  steamers  from  the  two  terminal  ports,  the  vessels 
running  with  the  regularity  of  clock  work,  as  to  pre- 
clude Shanghai  people  from  enjoying  by  the  facilities 
an  occasional  run  to  Nagasaki. 

If  steamship  companies  desire  support  they  should 
sometimes  consider  how  best  to  earn  public  favour; 
and  as  it  would  be  improper  for  an  individual  to  make 
the  suggestion,  I  venture  to  ask  you  to  put  it  foiward 
in  the  names  of  a  large  number  of  people  who  know 
of  no  escape  from  Shanghai  between  the  months  of 
June — September,  when  a  four  day  trip  to  Nagasaki, 
enlivened  by  an  occasional  verbal  intimation  from  a 
polite  attendant  that  the  "Captain  wishes  to  see  you 
in  the  chart  room,  Sir,"  is  regarded  by  a  number  of 
hard-working  men  as  a  boon  to  be  remembered. 

I  am,  etc.,  One  of  Many. 

March  I2th, 

CURIOUS  MISTAKE. 

A  curious  mistake  is  revealed  by  home  papers 
recently  received  in  connection  with  the  handi- 
cap for  the  Grand  National,  Cloister  who  won 
that  race  last  year  by  forty  lengths  carrying 
I2st.  7lb.,  receiving  the  same  impost  for  the 
event  this  year,  and  in  the  betting  lists  was  at 
once  installed  first  favourite  at  the  exceedingly 
short  odds — short  for  a  cross-country  race — of 
5  to  1.  On  seeking  for  some  explanation  of 
this  extraordinary  specimen  of  handicapping, 
we  find  it  stated  that  Mr.  Wainwaring,  the 
handicapper,  says  be  put  Cloister  in  at  I2st. 
I2lb.,  and  that  the  mistake  must  have  been 
made  by  the  copyist.  This  is  a  poor  consola- 
tion for  those  who  have  already  backed  Cloister, 
and  exhibits  exceedingly  loose  methods  of 
procedure,  for  supposing  that  the  handicapper 
does  not  take  the  trouble  to  verify  his  figures, 
one  would  imagine  that  the  weight  would  have 
attracted  attention  as  a  probable  error  and  have 
been  queried  accordingly. 

THE   NEW   JUDGE   IN   H.B.M.'S  COURT. 

The  Shanghai  Mercury  of  the  1 6th  inst.  learns 
that  Chief  Justice  Hannen  to-day  handed  Mr. 
W.  V.  Drummond  his  letter  of  appointment  as 
Acting-Crown  Advocate  in  succession  to  Mr. 
H.  S.  Wilkinson,  the  able  and  very  much  re- 
spected occupant  of  the  permanent  post,  who 
leaves  for  Yokohama  to-morrow  to  lake  up 
there  the  position  of  H.B.M.'s  Judge.  The 
new  judge  takes  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the 
Shanghai  community,  where  he  leaves  many 
friends,  and  the  only  regret  coupled  with  his 
promotion  is  that  it  removes  him  for  a  time  at 
least  from  Shanghai  where  his  high  integrity 
and  ability  as  a  lawyer,  noUo  mention  his  many 
estimable  qualities  in  his  private  capacity,  have 
made  the  task  of  his  successor  doubly  difficult 
to  discharge  with  like  results. 


THE  SECOND   RAILWAY  LOAN. 

The  second  railway  loan  issued  under  the  Rail- 
way Law  of  1892,  for  a  million  yen,  lias  pro- 
duced subscriptions  aggregating  4,670,950  yen, 
the  highest  offers  being  109,50  yen  for  the  100 
yen  bonds,  and  the  lowest,  100  yen.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  provision  of  the  Consolidated 
Loan  Law,  which  is  now  always  applied  to 
such  cases,  973,200  yen  worth,  of  bonds  are 
allotted  at  109.50  yen,  and  the  remaining 
26,800  yen  worth  at  107.62  yen.  Contrary 
to  precedent  the  applications  from  commercial 
centres  like  Osaka,  Kyoto,  and  so  forth  have 
been  exceeded  in  this  case  by  those  from  re- 
mote districts  like  Tokushima,  Tottori,  Nii- 


gata,  and  Aichi.  In  fact  the  applications  from 
Osaka  and  Kyoto  are  said  to  have  totalled 
only  100,000  yen,  and  as  for  Tokyo,  had  not 
the  Imperial  Treasury  and  the  Savings  Bank 
Bureau  of  the  Finance  Department  applied  for 
\\  million  yen  worth  of  bonds,  the  capital  would 
have  cut  a  very  sorry  figure. 

THEFT  AND   ATTEMPTED  SUICIDE. 

A  Japanese  house-boy  named  Koga  Hankuro, 
in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  Maxwell,  No.  124,  Settle- 
ment, attempted  to  commit  suicide  on  the  9th 
inst.  It  appears  that  when  Mrs.  Maxwell 
left  for  America  some  time  ago  she  placed 
her  furniture,  linen,  etc.,  in  charge  of  the 
boy  for  safe  keeping  until  her  return.  The 
boy,  however,  abused  her  confidence  by  either 
selling  or  pawning  some  of  the  things  left 
in  his  hands.  Hearing  of  the  return  of  his 
mistress,  and  having  no  money,  he  on 
the  9th  inst.  decided  upon  suicide.  Pro- 
viding himself  with  a  little  brandy,  he  added 
some  iodine  and  muriatic  acid,  and  went  to 
the  tunnel  at  Sugita,  where  he  drank  the  mixture. 
The  poison,  however,  did  not  take  effect  and 
he  lingered  on  the  hills,  suffering  greatly,  till 
the  nth,  when  he  was  able  to  drag  himself 
over  to  Hodogawa  to  a  friend's  house.  He 
subsequently  went  to  Tokyo,  whence  he  returned 
to  Yokohama  on  the  1 8th  and  confessed,  the 
pangs  of  hunger  having  forced  him  to  give 
himself  up.  He  is  said  to  be  not  very  much 
the  worse  for  the  nauseous  mixture. 

OIL  VERSUS  COAL. 

An  English  steamer,  the  Baku  Standard,  has 
been  fitted  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  with  a  new  • 
apparatus  specially  constructed  for  the  con- 
sumption of  oil  instead  of  coal.  On  a  trip 
from  Sunderland  to  Dartmouth  the  arrange- 
ment answered  admirably  ;  four  superintending 
engineers  came  around  in  her,  and  the  results 
were  beyond  their  expectations.  Whilst  her 
consumption  of  coal  averaged  30  to  32  tons 
daily,  only  15  tons  of  oil  did  the  same  work, 
while  her  staff  of  firemen  is  reduced  from  ten 
to  six.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting 
steam,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  dirt  or  smoke. 
The  oil  is  non-explosive,  the  benzine  having 
been  previously  extracted.  The  Baku  Stand- 
ard is  about  3,000  tons  register. 

THE  STABBING  AFFRAY. 

There  will  be  no  legal  charge  brought  against 
the  man  Martin  Robitz,  who  stabbed  a  sealer, 
serving  on  board  the  Mary  Ellen,  in  Magane- 
cho,  on  Friday,  the  injured  man  having  refused 
to  prosecute  on  the  ground  of  want  of  time.  Both 
the  Mary  Ellen  and  the  Annie  E.  Paint — to 
which  latter  vessel  Robitz  belonged — sailed  for 
the  North  Pacific  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
Robitz  was  accordingly  brought  up  for  sentence 
in  the  British  Court  in  regard  to  the  charge  of 
being  absent  without  leave,  of  which  he  was 
found  guilty  on  Monday.  His  Honour  the 
the  Assistant  Judge  sentenced  Robitz  to  five 
weeks'  hard  labour. 

DEPARTURE  OF  MR.  QU1N. 

The  many  friends  of  Mrs.  Quin,  the  amiable 
wife  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Quin,  H.B.M.'s  Consul  at  this 
Port,  will,  we  feel  confident,  deeply  regret  to 
hear  that  news  has  been  received  from  California, 
announcing  a  serious  relapse,  after  her  recent 
apparent  recovery.  Mrs.  Quin,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, left  here  several  months  ago,  for 
California,  under  medical  advice,  for  the  benefit 
of  her  health,  which  had  for  some  time  been 
failing,  and  up  to  recently  very  favourable  re- 
ports of  her  progress  towards  convalescence 
had  been  received.  In  consequence  of  the  sad 
news  Mr.  Quin  took  passage  in  the  steamer 
China  on  Sunday  last,  to  visit  her. — Rising  Sun. 

ANTI-CHRISTIAN   PLACARDS  IN  CHINA. 

The  posting  of  anti-christian  placards  continues 
in  China.  The  latest  instance  occurred  in 
north-west  Shantung  where  nothing  of  the  kind 
had  ever  been  heard  of  before.  The  usual 
formula  were  employed.  The  missionaries  were 
accused  generally  of  digging  out  children's  eyes 
and  using  their  gall  to  make  medicine,  and 
specifically  of  murdering  three  children  and 
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throwing  their  corpses  into  a  river.  Il  is  very 
plainly  hinted  that  the  author  of  the  placard  was 
an  ex-teacher  in  the  missionary  school,  who  had 
been  discharged.  But  that  does  not  make  the 
event  less  dangerous  or  disagreeable. 

DHL I B E KATE  SUICIDE. 

It  is  a  common  belief  that  people  who  announce 
their  intention  of  committing  suicide  are  seldom 
in  any  real  danger  of  taking  their  own  lives. 
There  have  indeed  been  many  cases  where  all 
preliminaries  of  self-destruction  were  arranged 
and  every  preparation  made  that  could  lend 
dramatic  effect  to  the  catastrophe.  But  secrecy 
has  almost  invariably  characterized  the  mood 
of  the  suicide,  and  the  mere  suspicion  that  his 
intention  is  known  or  suspected  has  generally 
been  enough  to  arrest  his  hand.  We  who  write 
recall  a  case  where  three  open  threats  of  suicide 
led  to  nothing,  whereas  the  same  man  ultimately 
took  his  own  life  under  circumstances  of  the 
greatest  secrecy.  But  the  story  of  Chief-Pay- 
master Ogawa  of  the  Sasebo  Naval  Station 
is  an  exception  to  this  rule.  He  seems  to 
have  talked  habitually  of  committing  suicide 
and  inasmuch  as  the  low  state  of  his  spirits  lent 
some  colour  of  real  purpose  to  his  words,  one 
of  his  fellow  officers,  Mr.  Kono,  thinking  to 
cheer  him  up  took  him  to  a  tea-house  on  the 
1 2th  instant  for  a  carouse.  After  dinner  Mr. 
Ogawa  again  announced  his  intention  of  com- 
mitting suicide,  whereupon  the  master  of  the  tea- 
house, thinking  that  he  was  in  jest,  said  that  if 
a  suicide  was  to  be  committed,  he  trusted  it 
would  not  be  within  the  tea-house.  The  convives 
parted  outside  the  inn  and  the  next  morning  a 
blood-stained  glove  and  a  short  sword  lying  on 
the  road  attracted  the  attention  of  a  passer-by. 
He  summoned  the  police  and  Mr.  Ogawa's  body 
was  found  close  by.  Life  was  not  extinct,  but 
the  wound  which  he  had  given  himself  is  likely 
to  be  fatal.  As  for  the  orign  of  the  event,  it  is 
very  old-fashioned — love  and  excessive  ex- 
penditure.  _____ 

"  SOSHI  "  IN  KIUSHU. 

The  soshi  have  been  distinguishing  themselves 
in  Kiushu,  on  the  occasion  of  a  bye-election 
for  the  Local  Assembly  of  Miyazaki  Prefecture. 
Competing  candidates,  one  from  the  northern, 
the  other  from  the  southern,  part  of  the  district 
had  been  canvassing  vigorously,  forces  of  soshi 
being  among  their  weapons.    On  the  day  of 
polling,  each  side  was  represented  by  bodies  of 
soshi,  some  two  hundred  strong.    These  gentry 
seem  to  have  observed  each  other  quietly  until 
the  result  of  the  polling  made  it  quite  plain  that 
victory  would  rest  with  the  northern  candidate 
when  the  soshi  of  that  side  began  to  withdraw, 
cheering  as  they  went.    This  exasperated  the 
other  soshi.    They  followed,  showing  such  a 
threatening  aspect  that  the  northern  soshi,  who 
were  evidently  anxious   to   avoid   a  conflict, 
thought  it  prudent  to  procure  an  escort  of  five 
constables.     The  precaution  did  not  avert  a 
collision,  however,  and  while  the  struggle  was 
in  progress  a  postman  happened  to  pass,  who 
made  all  speed  to  convey  to  the  nearest  town 
information  of  what  was  in  progress.  There 
ensued  a  veritable  stridor  que  virum  clangor 
que  tubarum.     The  people  seizing  anything 
available  in  the  shape  of  arms,  hastened  to  the 
scene  of  combat,  and   a  serious  commotion 
might  have  occurred  had  not  a  band  of  30  con- 
stables together  with  other  officials  reached  the 
place  in  good  time.    The  casualties  were  all  on 
the  side  of  the  northern  soshi,  though  none 
seem  to  have  been  fatally  injured. 

A  COSTLY  ERROR. 

A  singular  story  is  related  by  the  Shogyo 
Shimpo.  A  contract,  we  read,  was  made  by 
the  Kawagoye  Railway  Company  with  Messrs. 
lilies  and  Company,  for  the  supply  of  rails  and 
other  railway  material.  The  goods  were  to  be 
delivered  in  installments  at  fixed  dates,  with  a 
provision  that  every  day's  delay  after  the  ap- 
pointed time  should  involve  a  penalty  on  the 
importing  firm  of  ^th  of  the  value  of  the 
particular  installments  in  question.  The  last 
installment,  valued  at  12,000  yen,  was  15  days 
late  in  arriving,  and  Messrs.  lilies  and  Company 
were  prepared  to  pay  the  penalty  of  180  yen. 


Hut  to  their  surprise  they  received  from  the 
Railway  Company  a  demand  for  18,000  yen, 
and  on  careful  Inquiry  it  transpired  that,  owing 
to  a  mistake  in  writing  out  the  agreement,  the 
fraction  " -n>'<ro"  '  na^  been  changed  into  " 
The  Railway  Company,  strange  to  say,  ate  re- 
presented as  having  endeavoured  to  hold  the 
firm  to  the  consequences  of  the  mistake,  and 
the  Shogyo  Shimpo,  stranger  still,  seems  to  con- 
sider that  such  a  course  would  have  been  quite 
justifiable.  But  a  compromise  is  said  to  have 
been  effected. 

GRANTS  IN  All). 

The  Official  Gazelle  announces  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  following  sums  out  of  the  surplus 


revenue  has  been  sanctioned  : — 
To  El  1  i  1 1 1  e  Prefecture,  to  repair  damage 

wrought  by  the  floods  of  last  year  463,137 
To  Oltayama  Pielectute,  for  the  same 

purpose    2,017,841 

To  Tot  lot  i  Pi  efectui  e,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose.  1,644,794 

To   Shimane   Pi  efectui  e,  for  the  same 

purpose   71,8,187 

To  Oila  Pi  efectui  e,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose  573.8l6 


Total    5417.77S 


A   CHINESE    MERCHANT   AND  THE  NIPPON  KOMBU 
KAISHA. 

When  the  Nippon  Kombu  Kaisha  inaugurated 
the  sending  of  kombu  (edible  seaweed)  to 
China  it  gave  the  sole  agency  to  a  Chinese 
merchant  in  Shanghai,  who  put  up  a  sum  of 
25,000  Tls.  as  security.  He  seems,  however, 
to  have  failed  in  the  task,  and  a  telegram  from 
Shanghai,  published  by  the  Shogyo  Shimpo,  says 
that  his  25,000  Tls.  have  been  confiscated  and 
that  the  sale  of  kombu  will  henceforth  be  effected 
in  the  open  market,  one  result  of  which  will  pro- 
bably be  to  cheapen  its  price  for  consumers. 

THE  LOSS  OF  THE  M.M.  "  SAIGON." 

The  M.M.  steamer  Saigon  left  Saigon  for 
Tongking  on  the  9th  ult.,  and  was  wrecked 
on  the  2 1st  off  Pulo  Gambier,  her  passengers 
and  mails,  and  much  of  her  cargo,  being  saved. 
She  has  become  a  total  loss,  though  she  was 
under  the  command  of  one  of  the  best  masters 
in  the  fleet,  Capt.  Zoccola.  She  struck  on  a 
rock  not  marked  on  the  chart,  as  has  been 
officially  verified  by  the  French  flagship  Iriom- 
phante,  which  has  visited  the  scene  of  the  wreck. 

A  HAMLET  OF  TOURISTS. 

Tsuboyama  Shindicn,  in  the  Nishikambara 
district  of  Niigata  Prefecture,  is  a  little  hamlet 
of  twenty  houses.  Its  inhabitants  appear  to 
have  led  a  wholly  secluded  life  until  quite  re- 
cently when  the  idea  occurred  to  them  that  they 
ought  to  go  and  see  the  world.  In  order  to 
obtain  means  for  doing  so  they  mortgaged  their 
farms  for  500  yen  to  a  capitalist  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  they  are  now  on  the  eve  of  setting 
out  for  Kyoto,  Osaka,  Nara,  Shikoku,  Tokyo, 
and  Nikko.    It  is  a  delightful  idea. 

THE  "OCEANIC'S"  PASSBNGERS. 

Among  the  passengers  just  arrived  per  the 
Oceanic  are  several  World's  Fair  Commission- 
ers. Dr.  Matsudaira,  Imperial  Japanese  Com- 
missioner, was  among  the  number.  He  was 
received  at  the  pier  by  his  family,  and  at  once 
went  on  to  Tokyo.  Dr.  Kallen,  German  Com- 
missioner, is  on  a  trip  around  the  world.  M. 
Emil  S.  Fischer,  Austrian  Commissioner,  is 
bound  for  Shanghai,  but  intends  to  make  a 
short  slay  in  Japan. 

BRITISH   COLUMBIA  AND  SILVER. 

The  Parliament  of  British  Columbia  has  re- 
commended that  action  be  taken  by  the  Great 
Powers,  as  follows  : — First — That  gold  and 
silver  be  legal  tender  to  any  amount.  Second 
— That  the  value  of  silver  in  terms  of  gold  be 
fixed.  Third — That  gold  and  silver  bullion  in 
any  amounts  be  freely  turned  into  coin  at  the 
State  mints. 

THE   PRESENT  MUDDLE. 

The  Financial  News  of  London  asks: — "Is 
it  too  late  to  again  urge  upon  Her  Majestys' 
Government  the  importance  of  reconvening 


the  Brussels  Conference?  It  in  quite  clear  that 
the  experiments  that  have  been  tried  fall  dis- 
astrously short  of  the  necessities  of  the  case, 
and,  if  confusion  is  not  to  be  still  worse  con- 
founded, some  way  must  be  found  out  of  the 
present  muddle." 

IIRE   IN  TOKYO. 

This  morning,  at  1.30  o'clock,  some  alarm  was 
caused  in  the  most  fashionable  quarter  of  Tokyo 
— Nagata-cho— by  afire  which  broke  out  in  the 
house  occupied  by  Mr.  Muraki,  a  Secretary  of 
the  War  Department.  The  place  is  immedia- 
tely behind  the  residences  of  II. E.  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Justice  and  Dr.  Ito,  and  beside 
that  of  Mr.  Ito  Miyoji,  and  is  separaied  from 
the  westerly  boundary  of  the  German  Legation 
by  a  very  short  interval.  Being  entirely  of  wood, 
the  building  was  quickly  destroyed,  though 
four  fire-engines  were  playing  on  it  a  few  minutes 
after  the  flames  made  their  appearance.  Hap- 
pily the  conflagration  was  confined  to  the  com- 
pound where  it  originated,  though  a  very  differ- 
ent result  might  have  been  expected  a  few  years 
ago,  before  the  Tokyo  Brigades  were  supplied 
with  their  present  engines. 

THE  "  MIOWERA." 

This  steamer,  after  being  in  dock  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, has  left  for  England,  where  she  is  to  be 
lengthened.  It  is  reported  that  a  compromise 
has  been  effected  between  the  insurance  com- 
pany and  the  owners  in  view  of  the  alterations 
to  be  made  in  vessel  at  home.  The  extent  of 
the  damage  to  be  made  good,  on  account  of 
the  Mioweras  getting  on  the  reef  in  Honolulu 
harbour,  is  estimated  at  ^"20,000. 

THE   "  WORLOCK." 

Mr.  John  W.  Hall,  who  acted  under  instruc- 
tions from  H.B.M.'s  Court  for  Japan,  offered 
for  sale  by  public  auction  on  Tuesday,  the 
auxiliary  sealing  schooner  Worlock.  There  was 
a  large  attendance  of  the  public,  and  the  bid- 
ding started  at  $2,000;  it  reached  $6,400,  and 
no  further  offers  being  forthcoming,  the  vessel 
was  withdrawn,  the  reserve  price  not  having 
being  reached. 

A   RACE  TO  THE  FAR  EAST. 

A  good  race  to  Shanghai  from  New  York  will 
probably  be  that  between  the  British  ship  Ben 
Lee,  2,204  tons,  Captain  Donaldson,  and  the 
British  four-masted  barque  Silberhorn,  1,853 
tons,  Captain  Gibbs,  which  left  that  port  together 
with  cargoes  of  case-oil  on  6th  January.  The 
Ben  Lee  is  a  new  ship  and  a  fast  sailer,  and  has 
the  odds  in  her  favour. 

THE  SILVER  WEDDING  CONGRATULALIONS. 

The  following  was  the  reply  sent  by  His  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Japan  to  the  Governor  of 
Hongkong  in  reply  to  a  telegram  of  congratula- 
tion sent  by  the  Colony  on  the  9th  inst. :  — "  The 
Emperor  desires  to  convey  to  your  Excellency 
his  thanks  for  the  congratulations  of  yourself 
and  Government  and  to  express  the  pleasure 
with  which  he  has  received  them." 

A   NEW  COMBINATION. 

The  directors  of  the  Austrian  Lloyd  have  had 
under  consideration  a  working  agreement  with 
the  P.  &  O.  Company  and  the  Navigazione 
Generale  Italiana  for  a  radical  reduction  in  the 
rates  of  freight  in  the  East,  in  order  to  effectual- 
ly compete  with  the  newly-formed  Japanese  line 
of  steamers  between  Bombay,  China,  and  Japan. 

THE  MANCHESTER  BXCHANGE. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Manchester  Guardian, 
treating  of  the  recent  tumble  in  silver  says: — 
"  It  is  probably  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
present  week  has  been  a  period  of  bewilder- 
ment, and  even  of  consternation,  on  the  Man- 
chester Exchange  without  parallel  in  the  history 
of  that  institution."  

TOY  MONEY. 

Another  attempt  was  made  yesterday  by  two 
foreign  seamen  to  pass  a  5-yen  toy  note  in 
Japanese  town.  The  question  arises  whether 
the  men  had  not  been  swindled  into  taking 
the  note  as  money  in  one  of  the  innumerable 
grog-shops  that  abound  in  the  Japanese  por- 
tion of  the  Settlement. 
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JAPAN'S  COTTON  TRADE. 


IN  view  of  the  probability  that  Japan  ma)' 
become  a  great  cotton-manufacturing 
country  one  of  these  days,  it  is  interesting 
to  trace  the  history  of  her  cotton  trade 
with  foreign  countries,  especially  as  we  can 
incidentally  note  the  effect  produced  by 
the  appreciation  of  gold  upon  the  prices 
she  has  had  to  pay  for  her  cotton  manu- 
factures imported,  virtually  altogether, 
from  gold-using  countries. 

Let  us  first  set  down  the  figures  show- 
ing her  total  imports  of  raw  cotton  during 
the  past  five  years  : — 

I.— Imports  of  Raw  Cotton  (ginned  and 
unginned). 

$  Catties. 

1889    5.668,838   64,463.365 

1890    5.365.152   52,141,752 

1891    8,199,250   80,084,113 

1892   12,324,644  113,348,220 

1893   16,151,569  115,831,776 

The  countries  from  which  almost  the 
whole  of  this  cotton  is  imported  are  British 
India,  China,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  proportions  in  which 
the  trade  was  divided  between  them  were 
as  follow  : — 

II.  — Imports  op  Raw  Cotton  from  British 

India. 

t  Catties. 

1889    47,884......  320,340 

1890    1,114,264   7,500,966 

1891    3,381,972   26,561,950 

1892    4,691,770   36,213,191 

1893    6,052,047   36,592,406 

III.  — Imports  of  Raw  Cotton  from  China. 

$  Catiies. 

i88q  I  Ginned    3,398,790   22,753,852 

y  J.  Unginned    2,034,131   37,834,458 


5.432.921   60,588,310 

[8oo|Gmned  2,665,465   16,786,253 

I  Unginned    1,099,092   23,084,705 


3.764,557   39.870, 


1801  {  Gil,ned    2,571,666   18,055,152 

y    I  Unginned    1.125,375   27,940,864 


i892  {pTi"ne,i 

I  Unginn 


3,697,041   45,996,016 

  4,820,071   32,721,498 

ed    1,243,846   33,461,080 


6,063,917   66,182,578 

|g     f  Ginned    7.8o5,999   50.183,891 

(.Unginned   816,335   21,152,494 


8,622,334   71-336,385 

IV. — Imports  of  Raw  Cotton  from  the 
United  States. 

$  Catties. 

1889    13,439   71.583 

1890    351.875..  ...  1,779,022 

1891    1,011,518   5,304,422 

1892    1,435,862   9,185,290 

1893    1,273,421   6,160,340 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  second  of  the 
above  tables  that  the  import  of  raw  cotton 
from  British  India  has  shown  the  greatest 
development,  the  quantity  having  grown 
from  less  than  one-third  of  a  million 
catties  in  1889  to  36 ^  millions  in  1893. 
The  trade  with  China  also  shows  a  steady 
growth  during  the  past  four  years,  but 
that  with  the  United  States  shows  a 
tendency  to  decline.  The  tables  further 
indicate  that  Japan  paid  a  higher  price  for 
her  cotton  in  1893  than  she  paid  in  pre- 
vious years.  It  would  appear,  indeed, 
from  the  first  table,  that  whereas  the 
quantity  of  cotton  imported  by  her  in- 
oreased  by  less  than  100  per  cent,  in  five 
years,  its  value  increased  by  nearly  200 
per  cent.    But  before  accepting  that  con- 


clusion, it  is  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
tables  indicate  a  gradual  disposition  to 
abandon  the  import  of  the  cheapest  kind 
of  cotton — the  unginned  from  China — in 
favour  of  the  more  expensive.  To  eluci 
date  this  question  of  cost  we  have  prepared 
the  following  table  : — 

V.  —  Table  showing  cost  of  1,000  catties  of 
Raw  Cotton  from  various  countries  in 

five  years. 

China.  United 
British  India.  States. 

1889    $149   $149  (Ginned)   $187 

54  (Unginned) 

1890    $148    $158  (Ginned)   $197 

47  (Unginned) 

1891    $127    $143  (Ginned)   $190 

43  (Unginned) 

1892    $129    $147  (Ginned)   $156 

37  (Unginned) 

1893    $165    $155  (Ginned)  ... 

38  (Unginned) 

These  figures  show  that  1893  was  an  ex 
ceptionally  expensive  year  for  Indian  and 
American  cotton,  and  that  Chinese  also 
ruled  higher  than  at  any  time  since  1890. 

Turning  now  to  the  imports  of  cotton 
manufactures  during  the  past  five  years, 
we  have  the  following  figures  : — 

VI.  — Imports  of  Chintzes  and  their  Prices 

Price  per  i.ooo 
yards. 

1889   $  398,559- 

1890   478,462... 

1891   140,904... 

1892   436,544... 

1893   635,902... 

VII. — Cotton 


1889 
1890 
1801 


VIII.- 


1891 
1892 
1893 


1889 
1890 
1 891 
1892 
1893 


1889 
1890 
1 891 
1892 
1893 


Yards 

5,769,180...  $  69 

6,900,018...  69 

1,938,606...  72 

5,832,175...  74 

7,773.182...  82 

Drills. 

Price  per  1,000 
Yards.  yards 
127,742...     1,329,090...  $  96 
44,647...        483,816...  92 

40,922...      462,228...  88 
127,491...    1,162,572...  109 
64,803...      528,225...  122 
-Cotton  Handkerchiefs. 

Price  per  100 
Dozen.  dozen. 
$      162,399...        432,710...  $  37 
138,657...        299,408...  46 
123,470...        292,912...  42 

198,930...       398.073-  49 

164,619...        305,868...  53 

IX. — Cotton  Satins. 


$  186,147.. 

230,343  •• 
134,866.. 

523.459" 
842,452.. 
X. — Cotton 


Yards. 
1.753.843  •• 
2,155.453- 
1,160,825... 
4,243,944... 
6,176,483... 

Velvets. 


Price  per  1,000 

yards. 
..  $106 
,.  I07 
..  Il6 
123 
I36 


$  36l,8ll... 
382,851... 
274,930... 

578,374... 
489,664... 

XI.— Cotton 


Yards. 
2,331,326.. 
2,500,821 .. 
1,671,850.. 
3,336,698.. 
2,639,634.. 

Yarns. 


Price  per  r.ooo 
vards. 

$155 
153 
164 
173 
185 


1889   $12,522,039,. 

1890   9,928,061 .. 

1891    5,589,289.. 

1892    7,131,979.. 

1893   7,284,242.. 


Catties. 
42,810,910. 
31,908,302. 
I7.337.600. 
24,308,491. 
19,405,152. 


Price  per  1,000 

catties. 
..  $292 
..  311 
..  322 
..  293 

••  375 


XII. — Shirtings,  Dyed,  Gray  and  White. 

Price  per  1,000 


1889   $  2,407,740. 

1890   2,209,559. 

1891    1,982,770. 

1892    2,183,855. 

1893    2,664,376. 

XIII.— T, 


Yards. 
■  4i.353.642- 
.  36,342,447... 

.  34.313  925- 
.  38,898,940... 
.  42,044,582... 

Cloths. 


yards. 
$  58 
60 

57 
56 
63 


1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 


333.039- 
H4.483... 
141,062... 
126,911... 
208,672... 


Price  per 
1,000  yards. 


Yards. 

5,592,968...  $  59 

2,587,485...  55 

2,526,842...  55 

2,337,i98...  54 
3,406,419...  61 


It  is  certainly  a  very  remarkable  fact  that 
in  the  face  of  the  above  steady  increases 
of  price  in  every  case,  the  import  trade  in 
cottons  still  retains  vitality.    We  see  that 


the  price  of  chintzes  increased  19  per  cent, 
between  1889  and  1893;  that  of  Cotton 
Drills,  29  per  cent.  ;  that  of  Cotton  Hand- 
kerchiefs, 43  per  cent.  ;  that  of  Cotton 
Satins,  28  per  cent. ;  that  of  Cotton  Vel- 
vets, 19  per  cent.  ;  that  of  Cotton  Yarns, 
28  per  cent. ;  and  that  of  Cotton  Shirtings, 
nearly  9  per  cent.  ;  or  an  average  increase 
of  25  per  cent,  over  the  seven  staples.  It 
is  too  soon,  of  course,  for  prices  to  have 
yet  experienced  the  full  effect  of  the 
debacle  in  silver  that  commenced  last  fall, 
but  the  figures  we  have  quoted  are  eloquent 
enough.  The  import  trade  lives  because 
many  of  its  staples  do  not  come  into  com- 
petition with  Japanese  manufactures,  and 
are  necessary  to  Japanese  consumers. 
But  an  impost  of  twenty-five  per  cent, 
in  five  years,  and,  indeed,  with  all  silver- 
using  countries,  must  exercise  a  disastrous 
influence.  Great  Britain's  policy  towards 
silver  will  ultimately  kill  her  trade  with 
Japan. 


THE  POLICY  OF  THE  RADICAL 
PARTY. 


OUR  readers  have  doubtless  perceived 
that  ever  since  the  Radicals  ceased 
to  cooperate  with  the  Kaishinto 's  assault 
upon  the  Government,  they  have  been  the 
object  of  much  abuse  at  the  hands  of  their 
former  confederates.     Truly,  one  would 
suppose  from  the  writings  of  the  Kaishin- 
to organs  that  no  form  of  moral  degrada- 
tion could  be  more  profound  than  that  of 
the  man  who  ventures  to  support  the  pre- 
sent holders  of  administrative  power.  We 
do  not  know  whether  the  Japanese  public 
look  behind  this  hyperbole.  Presumably 
they  are  shrewd  enough  to  do  so.  We 
do  know,  however,  that  such  silly  exag- 
geration would  defeat  its  own  object  in 
any  Western  community.     The  present 
occupants  of  office  are  the  men  who  have 
moulded  modern  Japan.    To  them  chiefly 
she  owes  the  progress  she  has  made  during 
the  past  twenty  years,  and  the  place  she 
has  won  for  herself  among  the  nations  of 
the  world.    If  they  have  retained  their 
grasp  of  power  by  clan  combination,  that 
is  only  another  way  of  saying  that  amid 
a  state  of  affairs  so  kaleidoscopic  as  to  be 
apparently  full  of  danger,   elements  of 
essentially  necessary  administrative  sta- 
bility have  been  furnished  by   the  con- 
tinued preponderance  of  the  great  clans 
that  planned  and  carried  out  the  centrali- 
zation of  the  Government.     It  is  absurd 
to  hold  up  to  public  opprobrium  a  Cabinet 
in  which  the  leading  spirits  are  men  like 
Counts  Ito  and  INOUYE,  merely  because 
it  retains  a  semblance  of  the  clan  connec- 
tions that  have  been  so  useful  to  Japan 
in  her  time  of    universal  change.  Es- 
pecially absurd  is  it  when  the  politicians 
prominently  clamorous  on  the  subject  are 
under  the  leadership  of  a  statesman  who 
four  years  ago  worked  hand-in-glove  with 
the  very  Ministers  now  controlling  the 
Cabinet,  and  who  separated  from  them, 
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not  because  of  any  difference  of  opinion 
in  mallets  of  domestic  policy,  bnl  because 
the  country  rebelled  against  his  solution 
of  the  Treaty  Revision  enigma.  How- 
ever, though  agitation  conducted  on  such 
♦lines  is  lamentably  deficient  in  reason,  it 
has  the  advantage  of  being  agitation. 
Even  "blind  and  naked  ignorance  deliver- 
ing brawling  judgments  all  day  long  on 
all  things,  unabashed,"  carries  weight  with 
the  masses  by  the  mere  pertinacity  of  her 
bluster,  and  the  Kaishin-to  organs,  by 
perpetually  crying  "  shame  "  upon  every 
supporter  of  those  in  office,  have  actually 
succeeded  in  making  men  ashamed  to 
figure  openly  in  the  role  of  official  sup- 
porters. Count  Ol<UMA  and  his  follow- 
ers, it  must  be  confessed,  have  shown 
themselves  political  strategists  of  a  very 
high  order.  They  thoroughly  appreciate 
the  prestige  that  attaches  to  unweary- 
ing assault.  Men's  sympathies  may  ulti- 
mately be  roused  for  the  object  of  per- 
petual attack,  but  their  natural  impulse 
is  to  cheer  the  party  of  onset.  That  the 
Kaishin-to  fully  understand.  Further,  they 
perceive  that  the  natural  antipathies  ex- 
isting between  politicians  of  their  type 
and  red-hot  Radicals  like  the  Doshi  Club, 
can  never  be  fused  into  temporary  co- 
operation except  by  the  fierce  heat  of  a 
war  to  the  knife.  Therefore  they  never 
for  one  instant  lower  their  arms,  but  con- 
tinue their  anti-Government  assault  merci- 
lessly and  unwearingly.  It  is  neverthe- 
less evident  that  the  country  is  with  the 
Jiyu-to.  Their  success  at  the  polls  was 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectation. 
From  77  the  number  of  their  representa- 
tives rose  to  120,  an  increase  of  nearly  56 
per  cent.  The  constituencies  declared 
most  emphatically  in  their  favour,  and 
they  now  enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  political  party  in  Japan  that  has  ever 
come  within  measurable  distance  of  com- 
petence to  assume  the  reins  of  administra- 
tive power.  It  has  been  predicted  in  many 
quarters  that  by  virtue  of  their  unique 
strength  the  Jiyu-to  would  have  the  courage 
to  announce  themselves  definitely  in  favour 
of  the  present  Cabinet.  But  we  have  never 
expected  anything  of  the  kind.  There  will 
not,  there  cannot,  be  an  alliance  between 
the  Meiji  statesmen  and  any  political  party 
until  the  ranks  of  the  former  are  disrupted 
by  forces  still  in  an  embryonic  condition. 
The  most  that  can  be  expected  is  an  at- 
titude of  greater  moderation  on  the  part 
of  the  Jiyu-to,  and  that,  perhaps,  it  is 
now  possible  to  count  on.  They  will  not 
abandon  their  old  policy  of  general  op- 
position, but  it  will  no  longer  be  a  policy 
of  pure  antagonism,  neither  will  it  be 
pushed  to  violent  extremes.  We  shall  not 
see  addresses  to  the  Throne  or  votes  of 
want  of  confidence  introduced  or  sup- 
ported by  the  Jiyu-to  next  session,  but 
we  may,  and  probably  will,  see  questions 
propounded  to  the  Government,  and  re- 
presentations and  resolutions  adopted 
that  will  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  con- 


tinued existence  of  a  chasm  between  the 
Meiji  statesmen  and  the  Radical  Tarty. 
Japanese  politics,  in  our  opinion,  art- 
still  far  removed  from  the  time  of  Party 
Cabinets  and  the  rule  of  a  parliamentary 
majority. 

GRANTS  TO  THE  KUGE  NOBLES. 
 ♦  

WE  have  already  noticed  that  the 
EMPEROR,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Silver  Wedding,  announced  his  in- 
tention to  grant  sums  of  money  to 
the  Kuge  Nobles  (former  Court  Nobles). 
In  pursuance  of  this  declaration,  His  Ma- 
jesty appointed,  on  that  17th  inst.,  a 
Committee  for  elaborating  the  plan  on 
which  the  grant  should  be  made.  The 
Commitlee  consists  of  Mr.  HANABUSA 
YOSHIKATA,  Vice-Minister  of  the  Imperial 
Household  (Chairman)  ;  Prince  IWAKURA 
GUTEI,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Peerage 
Titles  ;  Mr.  SHIRANE  SENICHI,  Court 
Councillor  and  Director  of  the  Imperial 
Treasury  ;  Viscount  TANAKA  KOKEN, 
Court  Councillor  and  Presiding  Auditor  of 
the  Household  Finance  ;  Mr.  Yanazaki 
NAOTANE,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Supplies  ;  Prince  KONOYE  ATSUMARO  ; 
Marquis  SAIONJI  NlMIMOCHI,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Decorations  ;  Marquis 
KUGA  MlCHIHISA,  Court  Councillor  ; 
Count  HlGASHIKUZE  MlCHIYOSHI,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Privy  Council  ;  Count 
HlROHASHI  KATAMITSU  ;  Viscount  Fu- 
JINAM1  KOTOTADA,  Director  of  the 
Imperial  Mews  ;  and  Viscount  Hori- 
KAWA  YASUTAKA,  Chamberlain.  Of  the 
Kuge  Nobles,  Princes  SANJO  and  IWAKURA 
will  not  be  included  among  the  reci- 
pients of  the  Imperial  bounty,  since  their 
houses  are  in  flourishing  circumstances. 
A  few  others  also  will  be  excluded  on 
account  of  their  notoriously  discreditable 
manner  of  living.  In  what  precise  way 
the  grant  will  be  made  remains  to  be 
decided  by  the  newly-appointed  Com- 
mittee. But  it  is  believed  that  the 
money  will  not  be  given  at  once  to 
the  respective  noblemen,  but  will  be 
converted  into  public  bonds  or  shares  and 
held  in  custody  in  the  Imperial  Household 
Department  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years, 
during  which  time  seven-tenths  of  the 
interest  on  the  shares  or  bonds  will  be 
annually  handed  to  the  nobles,  the  re- 
maining three-tenths  being  added  to  the 
principal.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  years,  the 
principal  thus  augmented  will  be  finally 
transferred  to  the  respective  recipients  as 
hereditary  property.  The  amounts  of  the 
original  donation  will  be  about  30,000 yen 
to  Princes  and  Marquises,  20,000  to  Counts, 
and  10,000 yen  to  Viscounts  and  Barons. 
These  sum  aggregate  in  all  1,990,000  yen. 

The  poverty  of  theCourtNobleshas  been 
proverbial  during  many  centuries  since 
the  ascendency  of  the  military  classes  be- 
came an  accomplished  fact.  It  is  true 
that  as  the  Court  at  Kyoto  always  remain- 
ed, even  in  the  least  puissant  days  of  Im- 


perialism, the  ultimate  source  of  honours 
and  titles,  hereditary  nobles  of  the  Kuge 
class  were  looked  up  to  with  rever- 
ence by  the  powerful  and  wealthy  terri- 
torial nobles.  But  in  point  of  income 
the  Court  Nobles  were  generally  in  a 
pitiable  stale,  their  lot  being  often  worse 
than  that  of  the  meanest  retainers  in  the 
household  of  the  territorial  magnates.  To 
make  up  for  the  deficiency  of  their  paltry 
incomes,  they  had  recourse  to  various 
devices.  Among  the  higher  orders  of  the 
Court  Nobles,  it  was  a  common  custom 
to  give  their  daughters  in  marriage  to 
some  powerful  Daimyo  as  a  means  of 
improving  their  condition  ;  while  the 
Daimyo,  on  their  part,  were  glad  to 
add  lustre  to  their  family  names  by 
union  with  houses  of  the  first  historical 
renown.  There  is  also  reason  to  believe 
that  some  of  the  Daimyo  sought  marriage 
with  the  Kuge  for  the  purpose  of  making 
interest  at  Court  in  view  of  the  overthrow 
of  the  feudal  Government.  Among  the 
lower  ranks  of  the  Court  Nobles,  many 
were  so  poverty-stricken  that  they  had  to 
rely  for  subsistence  on  menial  labour. 
One  of  the  commonest  kinds  of  such 
labour  was  the  manufacture  of  hana-garuta 
and  uta-garuta.  Some  of  the  Kuge  even 
levied  black-mail  upon  the  small  Daimyo, 
whose  territories  happened  to  be  con- 
tiguous with  the  domains  of  the  for- 
mer. Unless  these  Daimyo  occasionally 
made  presents  of  money  to  their  haughty 
but  needy  neigbours,  the  latter  did  not 
fail  to  fasten  quarrels  upon  them,  the 
issue  of  which  was  almost  always  dis- 
astrous to  the  tentorial  nobles,  for  the 
central  feudal  Government  continually  took 
care  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  the  Court 
Nobles.  With  the  Restoration,  better 
days  dawned  for  the  impoverished  Kuge, 
but  the  principal  part  in  restoring  power 
to  the  Imperial  Family  having  been  taken 
by  the  Daimyo  and  their  vassals,  the 
Kuge  had  to  be  contented  with  com- 
paratively small  pensions.  Thus  the  ma- 
jority of  them  are  quite  unable  to  live  in 
a  manner  befitting  their  exalted  stations  in 
society.  The  late  Prince  IWAKURA  was 
the  first  to  take  active  steps  for  bettering 
the  condition  of  the  Kuge,  but  he  did  not 
live  to  see  his  object  attained.  Prince 
IWAKURA  was  an  astute  statesman.  He 
fully  understood  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving the  closest  possible  relations  be- 
tween the  Throne  and  the  nobility,  and 
doubtless  he  would  have  given  his  hearti- 
est support  to  such  a  method  of  aiding 
the  Kuge  as  that  now  adopted.  But  it 
was  reserved  for  Count  ITO  to  tender  the 
advice  upon  which  His  MAJESTY  has  so 
graciously  acted,  and  history  will  reckon 
it  among  the  wisest  measures  of  that  far- 
seeing  Minister's  official  career. 
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2  HE  JAPANESE  JUDICIARY. 
 ♦  

SOME  three  or  four  years  ago,  at  a  time 
when  the  apparent  imminence  of  Treaty 
Revision  invested  the  subject  with  special 
interest,  the  London  Times  inserted  a 
letter  written  for  the  purpose  of  contro- 
verting the  idea  that  Japan  had  qualified  to 
be  entrusted  with  jurisdiction  over  the 
persons  and  property  of  foreigners  residing 
within  her  territory.  The  letter,  though 
anonymous,  was  well  known  to  have 
emanated  from  an  old  resident  of  Japan, 
who  for  many  years  had  served  the  Japan- 
ese Government,  and  who  ought  to  have 
been  competent  to  express  an  intelligent 
opinion  on  the  subject  he  undertook  to 
discuss.  Running  through  his  criticisms, 
however,  there  made  itself  easily  discernible 
a  vein  of  prejudice  engendered  by  per- 
sonal considerations,  and  the  letter  con- 
sequently carried  much  less  weight  than 
its  writer's  qualifications  would  otherwise 
have  secured  for  it.  Among  the  statements 
advanced  in  proof  of  Japan's  incompetence 
it  was  alleged  that  her  Judiciary  entirely 
lacked  legal  qualifications,  and  that  no  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  provide  proper 
training  for  its  members.  We  should  not 
now  recur  to  the  subject  had  not  recent 
inquiry  convinced  us  that  the  state  of 
ignorance  illustrated  by  this  assertion  of 
the  writer  in  The  Times  is  not  at  all 
limited,  and  that  many  persons  entertain 
in  its  integrity  the  belief  conveyed  in  his 
harsh  and  unfounded  verdict.  What,  then, 
is  the  truth  about  the  law  officers  of  Japan  ? 
What  qualifications  are  they  required  to 
possess,  and  is  it  true  that  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  equip  them  properly  for 
their  office?  In  order  to  answer  these 
questions,  let  us  briefly  trace  the  history 
of  the  Judiciary  during  the  Meiji  era. 

Our  readers  are  doubtless  aware  that 
one  of  the  earliest  tasks  to  which  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Restoration  applied  itself 
was  the  revision  and  codification  of  the 
laws  of  the  country,  and  that  the  first  steps 
taken  in  that  direction  were  necessarily 
somewhat  hurried  and  superficial.  So,  too, 
in  the  case  of  the  Judiciary,  no  thoroughly 
satisfactory  system  of  selection  and  ap- 
pointment existed  at  the  outset.  During 
the  first  five  years  of  the  Meiji  era,  any  per- 
son who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
well  versed  in  law  might  be  nominated 
to  serve  as  a  probationer  in  one  of  the 
Courts,  and  so  soon  as  he  was  believed  to 
have  acquired  the  necessary  practical 
knowledge,  he  received  the  appointment 
of  Judge.  Evidently  this  method  could 
be  of  only  temporary  application,  since 
by  it  the  duty  of  choosing  judicial  officers 
was  entrusted  to  men  not  themselves 
specially  qualified  for  the  task,  and  since 
no  conclusive  tests  of  competence  were 
applied  nor  was  any  programme  of  train- 
ing followed.  If  the  writer  in  The  Times 
had  referred  to  the  state  of  affairs  existing 
prior  to  1873,  his  criticism  would  have 
been  in  the  main  correct  and  just,  but 


writing  in   1890  and  speaking  of  1890,  he 
displayed  ignorance.    For  in  1873  a  defi- 
nite system  of  training  was  adopted,  a 
Law  College  being  established  in  the  De- 
partment of  Justice,  with  a  faculty  of  Japan- 
ese   and   foreign   legal  experts,  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  men  to  serve  on  the 
bench.    In   this  college  there  were  two 
schools,  the  curriculum  of  the  one  being 
of  a  merely  qualificatory  character,  while 
that  of  the  other  was  special  and  optional. 
The  course  of  training  in  the  latter  extend- 
ed over  nine  years,  and  students  gradu- 
ating successfully  were  at  once  appointed 
probationers  in  the  Law  Courts,  where, 
after  the  acquisition  of  sufficient  practical 
knowledge,  they  were  placed  upon  the 
Bench.  Graduates  of  the  qualificatory  school 
became  eligible  for  the  position  of  proba- 
tioner or  clerk,  but  were  appointed  only 
to  such  vacancies  as  might  remain  after 
the  graduates  of  the  special  school  had 
been  provided  for.    It  will  be  seen  that 
this  system,  though  greatly  better  than 
the  practice  previously  followed,  still  left 
much  to  be    desired.     It  continued  in 
force  until  1884,  when  important  changes 
were  introduced  by  a  Government  Noti- 
fication which  prescribed  Regulations  for 
the  Appointment  of  Judges.  Accordingto 
these  Regulations,  three  classes  of  persons 
were  eligible  for  appointments  as  Judges; 
namely,  graduates  in  law  of  the  Imperial 
University,  barristers,  and  men  who  had 
passed  an  examination  specially  held  for 
the  purpose  in  the  Department  of  Justice. 
Such  persons  could  be  appointed  go-yoga- 
kari  (supernumeraries)  in   the  Courts  of 
Law,  and  after  at  least  a  year's  service  in 
that  capacity,  they  became  eligible  for 
judgeships.    It  was  further  provided  that 
graduates  in  law  of  the  Imperial  University 
who  had  practised  as  barristers  for  two 
years  or  upwards,  as  well  as  barristers 
who,  though  not  graduates  in  law,  had 
practised  for  at  least  five  years  and  shown 
themselves  well  versed  in  legal  knowledge, 
might  be  appointed  to  the  Bench  at  once 
without  any  probationary  period  as  go- 
yogakari;  and  finally,  that  the  special  ex- 
amination might  be  dispensed  with  in  the 
case  of  men  who  had  acted  as  Assistant 
Judges  for  five  years  or  upwards,  admini- 
strative officials  who  had  served  as  Judges 
for  five  years  or  longer,  and  graduates  in  law 
of  the  Imperial  UnTversity  who  already 
held  posts  as  administrative  officials.  By 
these  Regulations  the  Bench  was  weeded 
of  all  persons  except  those  who  had  either 
served  so  long  in  the  capacity  of  Judge  as 
to  have  given   practical    proof  of  com- 
petence, or  those  who  were  fitted  to  pass 
a  test  examination. 

The  next  progressive  step  was  taken  in 
1887  when  the  Regulations  for  Civil  Ser- 
vice Examinations  were  promulgated.  By 
these  it  became  imperative  that  every 
candidate  for  the  post  of  Judge  or  Public 
Procurator  should  pass  an  examination, 
qualifications  for  candidates  being,  at  the 
same  time,  accurately  defined.    We  need 


not,  however,  dwell  upon  this  page  of 
Japanese  judicial  history,  but  may  proceed 
at  once  to  describe  the  system  inaugurated 
in  1891  and  now  in  force.    According  to 
that  system  every  candidate  for  the  post  of 
Judge  or  Public  Procurator — with  certain 
exceptions  afterwards  noted — has  to  pass 
two^competitive  examinations,  the  qualifi- 
cations required  in  a  candidate  being  that 
he  shall  be  a  graduate  in  law  of  the  First 
or  the  Third  Upper  Middle  Schools,  or  of 
a  private  law  school  established  by  per- 
mission of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Educa- 
tion and  conducted  in  accordance  with  a 
standard  fixed  by  him,  or  of  a  foreign 
university  or  college  or  school  of  corre- 
sponding status,  and  that  he  shall  have 
attained  his  majority.    Having  successfully 
passed  the  first  examination,  the  candidate 
is  appointed  a  probationer  and  is  attached 
to  a  local  court  to  study  judicial  procedure. 
He  remains  a  probationer  for  three  years 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  but  should 
he  give  evidence  of  special  aptitude,  he 
may,  by  recommendation  of  the  Judge 
superintending  his  work,  be  appointed  to 
provisionally  discharge  judicial  functions, 
though  a  probationer  not  thus  distinguished 
is  incompetent  to  deliver  a  judgment,  or 
to  collect  evidence,  or  to  perform  the 
duties  of  registration.    After  the  second 
competitive  examination  has  been  success- 
fully passed,  'che  candidate  receives  the 
first  vacant  post  of  Judge  or  Public  Pro- 
curator, and  is  qualified  to   sit  on  the 
bench  in  a  Local  or  District  Court.  The 
two  examinations  may  be  dispensed  with 
in  the  case  of  men  who  have  been  engaged 
as  professors  of,  or  lecturers  in,  jurispru- 
dence in  the  Imperial  University  for  at  least 
three  years,   or  who  have   practised  as 
barristers  for  a  similar  time,  and  the  first 
examination  is  not  considered  necessary 
in   the  case  of  graduates  in  law  of  the 
Imperial  University. 

It  can  not  be  claimed,  of  course,  that 
Judges  and  Public  Procurators  appointed 
under  the  above  system  rank  with  the 
judicial  officials  of  some  Western  nations 
where  at  least  twelve  or  fifteen  years' 
distinguished  pursuit  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession are  required  to  qualify  for  the 
ermine.  But  such  nations  are  exceptional, 
andcircumstancesdemand  that  they  should 
be.  Of  Japan  we  have  no  right  to  ask 
more  than  that  she  should  subject  her 
Judges  and  Public  Procurators  to  tests  not 
inferior  to  the  average  standard  adopted  in 
civilized  European  States.  That  she  does 
so  will  be  seen  frorn,  what  we  have  written. 

Since,  however,  object  lessons  are  more 
convincing  than  abstract  statements,  we 
publish  elsewhere  a  list  of  the  principal 
Japanese  Judges  and  Public  Procurators, 
appending  to  the  name  of  each  a  brief 
account  of  his  qualifications.  Our  readers 
will  thus  be  enabled  to  form  a  tolerably 
clear  idea  of  the  men  now  constituting 
the  Japanese  Judiciary,  and  can  estimate 
for  themselves  the  justice  of  the  allegation 
that  these  men  are  entirely  without  legal 
training. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  111 
sense  responsible  fur  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  lor  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.] 


SILVER  AND  DRIFT, 


To  thk  Editor  of  tub  "Japan  Mail.'' 

Sir, —  If  my  previous  letter  has  done  nothing 
else,  it  lias  brought  to  light  not  a  few  extraordinary 
opinions,  and  the  brave  merchants  of  Yoko 
liama  must  be  in  some  perplexity  wlieie  to  find 
the  truth,  when  twelve  Royal  Commissioners  are 
on  one  side  and  the  Editor  of  the  Japan  Herald 
on  the  other.  It  is  at  least  satisfactory  to  see 
that  the  danger  to  British  trade  is  lecognised,  and 
the  significance  of  the  great  increase  last  year  in 
the  imports  of  raw  cotton  and  trade  machinery 
will  not  be  overlooked. 

Toiead  what  is  written  for  the  enlightenment 
of  Yokohama  one  would  suppose  that  until  the 
last  few  years  there  had  been  no  disturbance  in 
the  relative  production  of  the  precious  metals. 
Let  us  then  to  facts.  Taking  Dr.  Soetbeei's 
estimates,  it  is  an  easy  calculation  that  the  average 
annual  production  fiom  1801  to  1840  was  39!  silvei 
to  I  gold,  and  from  1840  to  1870  it  was  only  7^ 
silver  to  I  gold.  The  difference  between  the  ratio  ol 
production  in  the  first  period  and  the  second  is  thus 
seen  to  have  been  enormous,  and  yet  the  change  in 
the  gold  price  of  silver  was  only  fractional  around 
the  pivot  of  15!  to  I .  Dm  ing  the  whole  of  those  73 
years  the  bimetallism  of  Fiance  was  in  active  ope- 
ration and  it  was  an  era  of  monetary  peace. 

And  what  is  the  position  now  ?  Since  1873  we 
have  had  no  bimetallism  to  help  us.  We  have 
been  floundet  ing  helplessly  about,  and  although 
the  aveiage  annual  ratio  of  production  has  been 
under  18  to  I  (as  against  the  previous  39^  to  1) 
the  gold  price  of  silver  has  fallen  55  per  cent.,  and 
the  ratio  of  value  has  changed  from  155  to  I  until 
it  now  stands  at  34  to  I.  Is  it  very  unreasonable 
to  say  that  what  bimetallism  has  done  before  it 
can  do  again  when  oppoitunity  is  given  ? 

The  China  Association  has  made  an  earnest 
appeal,  and  it  requires  a  prompt  reply.  I  have 
slated  my  opinion  and  I  now  say  that  all  British 
residents  should  be  asked  to  respond  to  that  ap- 
peal. The  delegate  from  Japan  is  not  expected 
to  conquer  Great  Britain  single-handed  any  more 
than  Mr.  Balfour  was  expected  to  convert  the 
country  by  one  speech  at  the  Mansion  House. 
But  success  in  any  movement  depends  upon  united 
action.  Shanghai  invites  us  to  co-operate,  and  I 
conceive  that  our  duty  is  plain. 

I  am,  yours  truly,  "  Y." 

March  17th,  1894. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  SEEDS  IN  JAPAN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  yesterday  you  have  a  note 
on  the  formation  of  a  society  for  carrying  out  the 
above  object  in  connection  with  flowers,  natives  of 
Japan,  but  which  are  all  grown  to  greater  perfection 
and  beauty  in  foreign  countries.  There  are  many, 
native  of  other  countries  which  can,  by  good,  culti- 
vation be  much  improved  in  Japan.  Hyacinths, 
gladiolii,  freezia,  and  other  liliacea  not  only  grow 
more  robustly  but  increase  more  rapidly  than  in 
Europe,  and  could  be  grown  here  for  export  as 
easily  as  ordinary  lilies.  These  are  all  ornamental. 
I  should  lil<e  to  draw  attention  to  the  useful.  The 
producers  of  vegetables  for  both  native  and  fo- 
reign consumption  keep  on  raising  them  from 
home-grown  seed  and  that  not  from  the  finest 
plants,  but  generally  from  the  poorest  and 
weakest,  until  the  produce  is,  in  quality,  far 
below  what  it  originally  was.  Potatoes  are  a 
marked  instance  of  this.  I  have  taken  parti- 
calar  notice  this  spring  of  the  planting,  and  also 
made  inquiry  from  the  planters,  finding  that 
no  selection  is  made,  but  the  small  potatoes 
which  are  unsaleable  are  used  as  sets,  and  no 
notice  is  taken  about  eaily  or  late  varieties,  or 
varieties  suitable  for  light  or  heavy  land.  All  are 
planted  haphazard,  and  in  time  the  whole  stock  has 
lost  its  original  character  and  become  almost 
unfit  for  food,  as  many  now  on  the  maiketare. 
Cabbage,  too,  is  grown  without  any  selection  of 
kinds.  Spring  varieties  in  autumn,  and  winter 
varieties  in  spring.  I  saw,  a  few  day  ago,  a  patch 
of  about  three  hundred  head,  and  could  have 
picked  out  seven  or  eight  kinds,  and  some  crosses 
too,  evidently  grown  from  seed  raised  from  several 
kinds  grown  in  close  proximity,  which  had  hybri- 
dized one  on  the  other.  Again,  there  is  that  most 
delicious  fruit,  the  melon,  the  same  old  makuivauri 
or  snika  as  twenty  years  ago,  while  one  grower  in 
England  has  produced  twenty  new  and  improved 
kinds  in  that  time. 

If  the  Society  can  extend  its  aims  and  effect  an 


impiovmeiil  in  til il  diicctiun,  it  would  be  Confer* 
ling  a  lasting  benefit  on  both  the  piodliceis  and 

con  u  urn  6i  s. 

Many  of  the  upland  cciciU  and  olhei  produce 
are  much  run  down  fi  um  the  same  cause, and  should 
be  given  special  attention  by  the  Dcpai  iment  of 
Agi  icultui  e. 

Yours,  etc.,  ASH  LEAF. 

Match  17th,  1899. 


"MISSIONARY  TROUBLES  IN  AKITA.' 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  141I1  is  an  item  under 
the  above  head.  As  I  happen  to  know  something 
about  the  case  I  wi  ile  these  few  lines.  A  few  years 
ago  a  Chapel  was  built  in  Honjo,  with  foreign 
money,  and  a  Mr.  Nalcada  (Chokuho)  was  fellow- 
shipped  in  working  there.  Last  year  a  member 
of  the  Akita  Church  was  disfellowshipped  for 
immoial  conduct,  and  for  having  divoiced  his  wife 
without  a  reason.  He  applied  to  the  said  Nakada 
for  his  daughter  and  married  her.  This  was  the 
cause  of  his  disconnect  ion  with  mission  work,  the 
Church  at  Akila  being  the  mover  in  the  matter. 

The  piopeity  there  is  Japanese  Evangelistic 
property,  but  Nakada  fiisl  sued  for  some  Akita 
property  and  the  case  .was  decided  against  him, 
and  he  has  transferred  that  pioperty  to  the  trustees 
in  Akita,  but  the  Honjo  properly  he  has  claimed, 
and  though  he  has  one  decision  in  his  favour,  il 
is  doubtful  whether  he  can  hold  the  piopeity  pri 
vately  when  he  never  put  a  sen  into  it. 

Though  I  have  been  the  best  fi  iend  he  ever  had, 
he  now  seeks  to  revenge  himself  on  me.  No 
claim  has  been  made  for  the  property  as  belong- 
ing to  foreigners.  A  Mr.  Tashiro,  a  faithful  man, 
wants  to  hold  the  properly  for  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel. 

In  a  lecture  on  the  World's  Fair,  fiom  the 
Christian  standpoint,  I  mentioned,  incidentally, 
His  Majesty,  the  Emperor,  in  ihe  most  respectful 
terms,  and  the  audience  never  dreamed  of  there 
being  anything  wrong.  The  whole  slory  is  a  "  four- 
comei  ed  lie." 

Nakada  in  thus  making  his  Majesty's  name 
useful  in  a  nasty  little  quarrel,  shows  that  he  is 
not  a  Dai  Nikon  Danshi.  The  Yomiuri,  is,  I  am 
informed,  a  scuivy  sheet. 

Yours  respectfully,         CHAS.  E.  GARST. 
March  20th,  1894. 


"SOSHI"  IN  RAILWAY  TRAINS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  I  observe  a  paragraph  in  your  issue  of 
this  date  in  reference  to  my  letter,  in  whicli  it  is 
stated  that  "  It  is  emphatically  denied  that  there 
was  any  semblance  of  discourtesy  or  want  of  con- 
sideration on  the  pait  of  Mr.  Freese."  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  this,  and  to  admit  that  I  was  not  pre 
sent  when  the  occurrence  took  place,  but  wrote  on 
the  strength  of  what  had  been  related  to  me.  I 
ave  also  since  heard  it  stated  that  Mr.  Freese 
asked  if  the  opening  of  the  window  caused  any  in- 
convenience, and  that  he  was  answered  in  the 
negative,  and  that  he  did  not  desire  to  show  any 
want  of  consideration  for  the  comfort  of  the  other 
guests  in  the  room.  Kindly  find  space  for  this 
short  note  in  the  interests  of  JUSTICE. 
March  16th,  1894. 


ON  THE  RECENT  COLD  WAVE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  I  desire  to  convey  my  views  to  the  public 
thiough  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper  in 
connection  with  the  lecent  cold  wave  expeiienced 
in  Tokyo.  I  learned  in  your  issue  on  the  131I1 
day,  under  the  heading  of  "Seismic  Phenome- 
non," that  the  Japanese  are  inclined  to  think  that 
the  sudden  fall  of  tempeiature  since  Monday 
morning  was  owing  to  the  eailhquake,  but  my 
opinion  is  entirely  different.  I  have  found  from  my 
own  scientific  experience,  that  eaithquake  occur 
reuces  have  no  appreciable  influence  upon  weather 
changes,  but  the  chief  elements  of  transitions  or 
temperatui  e  fluctuations  are  the  appearance  or  dis- 
appearance of  high  and  low  areas  of  atmospheric 
pressure.  It  is  an  irresistible  law,  commonly  spoken 
of  among  meteorologists,  that  when  any  region 
is  covered  by  a  high  pressure  system,  the  air  loses 
a  great  amount  of  heat,  especially  at  night,  by  its 
characteristic  highly  1  adiating  power,  and  thus  pro- 
duces cold  weather,  while  when  a  low  area  happens 
to  appear  the  case  is  just  reversed.  Now  taking  this 
into  consideration,  the  last  cold  spell  is  easily  ex- 
plained by  the  appearance  of  a  very  unusually  high 
pressure  area  over  Japan,  the  barometrical  read- 
ings attaining  as  much  as  779  mm.— 12  mm.  above 
the  normal  height — immediately  following  the  dis- 


periioil,  en  last  Sunday  the  nth,  of  a  long. ulayed 
depression  which  brought  the  inclement  weather 
of  about  a  week.  On  Salui  day  the  loth,  almosphe- 
lie  piessuie  along  the  China  Coast  ios«  much  and 
showed  770-776  mm.  Tills  high  aiea  stems  lo 
have  advanced  not  theasl wai  d  and  its  ceiltie  ulti- 
mately leached  Central  Japan  on  the  141I1,  ac- 
companying a  cold  wave,  and  causing  bitter  cold 
northerly  winds  both  in  bout  and  lear  of  il.  In 
conclusion,  I  should  say  no  Japanese  believes  the 
lecent  cold  wave  owed  its  origin  lo  the  seismic 
disturbance  of  Monday  morning.  But  I  have 
been  taught  myself  by  the  expei  ience  of  over  ten 
years,  thai  most  eai  thquakes,  except  those  owing  lo 
remai  liable  geological  phenomena,  occur  at  pei  lods 
of  atmospheric  inequilibrium,  01  hi  other  woids, 
when  piessuie  increases  or  declines  veiy  suddenly. 
Anyhow,  the  shock  of  Monday  mm  n ing  was  nothing 
but  a  new  evidence  of  this  fact  and  had  no  value  in 
respect  the  weather  change. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
N.  BABA, 
Cential  Meteorological  Observatory. 

Tokyo,  March  15th,  1894. 


SOIREE  MUSIC  ALE  IN  THE  PUBLIC 
HALL. 


Anywhere  but  in  the  Yokohama,  we  venture  lo 
think,  it  would  be  considered  a  bold  venture  to 
snap  asunder  the  bonds  of  old  custom  to  give  a 
concert  during  Holy  Week.    Certainly  within  the 
last  few  years  many  of  the  traditionary  observances 
appertaining  to  this  pai  licular  section  of  the  eccle- 
siastical year  have  undergone  many  changes,  mostly 
tending  to  a  putting  aside  of  the  stticter  canons  of 
the  aticien  regime,  but  seldom  have  the  innovators 
gone  further  than  a  performance  of  Spohr's  "  Last 
Judgment,"  or  works  of  a  similiar  sombre  charac- 
ter.    The  difference  is  but  one  of  degree,  yet 
force  of  habit  is  very  strong  even  in  the  average 
concert-goer,  and  to  this  cause  can  in  large  mea- 
suie  be  altiibuted  the  inconsiderable  attendance 
at  the  soiree  musicale  given  in  the  Public  Hall  on 
Wednesday  evening.    It  was  to  be  deplored,  for 
a  glance  at  the  programme  and  especially  at  the 
names  of  those  responsible  for  the  various  items  as- 
sured success  from  the  outset.     In  no  case  were  the 
expectations  of  the  audience  misplaced.  The  sti  ing 
quartett  were  Messrs.  Ramseger  and  Kaufmann,' 
violins  ;  Mr.  Danneberg,  a  new  and  very  welcome 
ariival  in  musical  ciicles  here,  viola;  and  Mr. 
Game,  violoncello.    Thiee  quai  tells  they  gave, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  decide  which  pleased  the 
most.    The  adagio  movement  in  lite  fiist  Quailed, 
No.  15,  Mozart,  was  very  finely  given,  and  the 
Finale,  in  allegro  assai,  left  little  to  be  desired  from 
the  stand-point  of  finished  execution.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  appropriately  chosen  for  a 
conceit  given   at  this  particular  season  than  the 
second   Quartett — No.  4  on  the  programme — it 
being  a  Largo  Grave  by  Hadyn,  comprising  two 
selections  taken  from  "The  Last  Seven  Words  of 
Jesus  Christ."     The  devotional    fervour  which 
the    composer   has    thrown    into  these  rythmic 
movements    requires    more    than     an  ordinary 
sympathetic  touch  and  responsive  feeling  to  pro- 
perly interpret.    Despite  the  magnitude  of  the 
undertaking  ihe  four  musicians  acquitted  them- 
selves well  of  the  task,  as  might  only  be  expected, 
and  the  theme  was  developed  to  its  fullest  signifi- 
cance.   Two  songs  had  been  given  between  the 
quartetts  just  mentioned,  the  first  by  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell, "Tell  me,  my  heart,"  Bishop,  and  thesecond 
by  Mr.  Saal,  Mendelssohn's  "  Da  lieg  ich  tinier 
den  Baeumen."    Mrs.  Campbell  is  undoubtedly 
improving  in  her  mastery  of  technique,  but  in 
neither  this  song  nor  in  the  duet  which  she  sang 
later  in  the  evening  with   Mr.  Saal,   "Still  wie 
die  Nacht,"  Goetze,  was  her  voice  heard  at  its 
sweetest.    A  persistent  encore  was  demanded  at 
the  close  of  the  duet,  and  the  singers  kindy  ac- 
ceded to  the  request.     Mi.  Saal,  has  a  baritone  of 
great  volume,  but  it  is  not  so  atti  active  in  timbre 
as  one  of  less  power  often  is.     A  pretty  piano- 
forte duet,  "  Maurer  u.  Schlosser,"  Auber,  was 
given  as  an  interlude  by  the  Misses  Meier  and 
Grobiiigge,   and  deserved    the   applause  which 
it    received.     The  seventh  and    last    item  was 
a  quartett  of  Hadyn's,  No.  13.    The  third  move- 
ment, andante  grazioso,  was  the  most  pleasing  of 
the  four,  but  all  were  faultlessly  executed.  Mrs. 
Poole  kindly  acted  as  accompanist  to  the  songs 
in  her  usual  good  manner.    The  Bluethner  grand 
piano,  we  might  mention,  was  supplied  by  Mr.  J. 
G.  Doering. 
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THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY 
JAPAN. 


OF 


An  ordinary  meeting  of  the  above  mentioned 
Society  was  held  at  llie  rooms  of  tlie  Geogi  apliical 
Society  (Chigaku- Kiokai),  Nishikonya-cho,  Kio 


bashiku,  Tokyo,  at  5  p.m.  on  Friday,  Maich 
l6l!>,  Mr.  H.  G.  Pailelt  in  tlie  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been 
read  and  approved,  were  passed  ;  Mr.  T.  Konishi 
and  Mr.  R.  Hamilton  were  unanimously  elected 
members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  I.  Tanaka  showed  a  collotype  from  a  group 
taken  with  the  new  Goeiz  double  anastigmatic 
lens.  This  was  of  particular  interest  as  being  the 
first  specimen  of  work  done  by  this,  (lie  latest  out- 
come of  the  new  Jena  optical  glass,  and  said  to  be 
superior  even  to  the  Zeiss  anastigmatic  lenses, 
specimens  of  the  work  of  which  had  been  shown  at 
previous  meetings  of  the  Society.  The  double 
anastigmatic  was  shown.  It  is  a  symmetrical 
lens,  working  at  f  :  7.7,  and  having  the  combina- 
tions close  together,  so  that  it  will  include  a  wide 
angle.  The  focus  of  the  particular  lens  shown  was 
about  12  inches.  The  subject  was  a  group,  the 
members  of  which  had  been  arranged  in  a  straight 
line.  The  size  was  12  X  10,  and  the  lens  had  been 
used  full  aperture,  the  exposure  having  been  made 
with  a  shutter.  There  was  absolutely  no  percep- 
tible difference  in  definition  between  the  central 
and  the  marginal  figures.  The  instrument  is,  in 
fact,  a  rapid  wide-angle  lens,  with  a  perfectly  flat 
field,  and  is  devoid  of  astigmatism. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Burton  then  showed  Dallmeyer's 
newest  form  of  tele-photographic  lens.  If  he  had 
known  that  Mr.  Kajiina  was  going  to  disappoint 
them  in  the  matter  of  his  promised  views  of  Fuji, 
he  (the  speaker)  would  have  brought  samples  of 
the  work  of  the  new  lens,  and  have  given  a  full 
explanation  of  its  working.  This  he  would  do 
at  the  next  meeting.  In  the  meantime,  he  would 
only  say  that  the  new  lens  seemed  to  reduce 
tele-photography  to  the  greatest  simplicity  it  could 
be  reduced  to.  Mr.  Burton  also  showed  some 
work  with  Edwards's  orthochromatic  plates,  and 
showed  the  yellow  screen  that  he  used.  The 
screen  was  made  simply  by  coating  "  patent  plate" 
with  a  solution  of  gelatine  and  pi  crate  of  ammonia. 
The  screen  was  placed  in  actual  contact  with  tlie 
plate,  and  this,  he  stated,  was  the  right,  and  tlie 
'only  right  place,  for  a  screen  when  using  dry  01  tho- 
chromatic  plates.  The  lesultswere  much  better 
than  with  a  screen  of  optically  ground  glass  near 
the  lens.  Picrate  of  ammonia  was  of  the  exact 
colour  wanted  for  orthochromatic  work,  the  cm  ve 
of  absoiption  nearly  corresponding  with  the  cuive 
of  sensitiveness  of  bromide  of  silver.  Then  there 
was  the  ease  with  which  screens  of  the  kind  he 
showed  could  be  made.  Mr.  K.  Arito  had  coated 
half  a  dozen  of  them,  of  different  depths  of  tint,  in 
half  an  hour. 

Messrs.  VV.  K.  Bui  ton  and  M.  Kondo  then  gave 
a  demonstration  of  the  "Carbon,"  or  pigment 
process,  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  describ- 
tj0„  : — The    name  "carbon  process"  had  been 
given,  because  all  the  earlier  efforts  to  work  out  a 
peimanenl  process  were  directed  towards  the  use 
of  lamp-black,  which  is  neai  ly  pure  carbon — one 
of  the  most  permanent  bodies  in  nature— and  in 
the  first  successful  picluies  made  by  the  process, 
lamp-black  only  was  used.    The  "  Pigment  Pro- 
cess "  was,  however,  a  better  term  to  use,  for  one 
of  the  beauties  of  the  process  was  that  any  pigment 
that  did  not  react  with  gelatine  or  chromic  acid 
salts  could  be  used,  and  if  the  pigment  were  perma- 
nent, so  would  be  the  resullingpictures.  The  process 
'   depended  on  the  fact  that,  if  gelatine  were  treated 
with  any  of  certain  salts  of  chromic  acid,  it  became 
sensitive  to  light,  in  the  sense  that  the  action  of 
light  rendered  it  insoluble  even  in  hot  water,  whei 1  eas, 
not  acted  on  by  light,  it  retained   its  solubility. 
The  material  principally  used  was  what  is  techni- 
cally known  as  "  carbon  tissue."    This  is  merely 
paper  coaled  thickly  with  gelatine  and  some  pig- 
ment.    The   tissue   used  was    by    the  Autotype 
Company,  of  London,  which  firm    had  the  re- 
putation of  issuing  no  tissue  with  pigments  other 
than  permanent.      Five   different  colours  were 
shown,  namely  "engraving  black,"  "photogra- 
phic brown,"  "  photographic  purple,"  "  sea  gieen," 
and  "red  chalk"  or  "  Bailolozzi  red."  The  tissue 
is  sensitized  by  dipping  it  for  a  minute  or  two  in  a 
chromale  solution.    A  simple  solution  of  bichro- 
mate of  potassium,  of  a  strength  of  2  to  3  per  cent, 
is  commonly  used,  but  the  demonstrators  preferred 
to  add  ammonia  to  this  solution,  till  the  bright 
orange  colour  changed  to  a  pale  yellow.  This 
change  of  colour  indicated  the  conversion  of  the 
bichromate  of  potassium  into  a  double  chromale 
of  potassium  and  ammonium.    This  procedure 
had  first  been  recommended  by  Dr.  Eder,  and  it 
was  the  opinion  of  many  carbon  workers,  amongst 
others  the  demonstrators,  that  tissue  sensitized 


with  this  double  salt,  kept  better  than  that  sensi- 
tized wilh  bichromate  of  potassium.    The  tissue 
is  diied  without  artificial  heat.    A  great  deal  de- 
pends on  the  time  taken  for  drying.    The  best 
results  were  obtained  when  lliis  time  was  from  4  to 
8  hours.    The  printing  is  done  in  the  usual  way, 
the  tissue  being  of  about  the  same  sensitiveness  as 
sensitized  albuminized  paper.    There  is  no  visible 
image,  and  an  aclinometer  is  commonly  used  for 
timing  the  exposure.    The  demonstrates  weie 
not  possessed  of  an  actinometer,  and  merely  placed 
one  or  more  small  selected  negatives,  with  a  stiip 
of  sensitized  albuminized   paper  under  each,  in 
printing  frames  alongside  of  those  in  which  the 
carbon  tissue  was  being  printed.  That  this  simple 
process  was  efficient  was  shown  by  the  fact  that, 
of  the  couple  of  dozen  or  so  of  pi  ints  developed 
dui  ing  the  evening,  only  one  was  incorrectly  ex- 
posed, and  this  although  many  of  them  weie  from 
negatives  from  which  carbon  prints  were  made  for 
the  fiist  time  and  in  spite  of  the  extremely  trying 
weather  they  had  had  during  the  past  few  days — 
at  one  time  brilliant  sunshine  wilh  a  dry  atmo- 
sphere, then  shortly  rain,  an  atmosphere  satuiated 
wilh  moisture  and  vaiiable  light.    These  condi- 
tions made  the  judging  of  the  exposure  of  carbon 
extremely  difficult,  especially  so  on  account  of  the 
"  conlinuating  action  of  light."    Development  is 
the  next  process,  but  procedure  vaiies  according 
to  whether  the  subject  is  one  that  will  permit  of 
reversal — as  many  portraits,  for  example  will  — or 
a  reveised  negative  is  used,  or  whether  a  negative 
not  reversed  is  used,  whilst  the  print  also  must  not 
be  reveised.     In  the  first  instance  the  "single 
transfer  "    process    is  used,    in  llie  second  the 
"double  transfer"  process.    In  the  single  transfei 
process,  the  piint  is  immediately  attached  to  its 
permanent  support,  in  the  double  transfer  process, 
it  is  fixed  to  a  "  temporary  support,"  on  which  it 
is  developed,  and  from  which  it  can  be  stiipped  to 
the  permanent  support.  In  either  case  development 
proceeds  in  the  same  way.     The  support  and  the 
insolated  tissue  are  placed  in  cold  water  together. 
The  tissue  first  curls  inwards,  and  then  begins  to 
curl  outwards.    Just  at  this  moment  the  two  aie 
taken  from  the  water,  in  contact,  face  to  face,  and 
a  squeegee  is  passed  rapidly  over  the  back  of  the 
tissue.    The  tissue  and  support  are  now  placed 
together  under  a  light  pressure  for  ten  minutes  01 
more,  when  it  is  found  that  adhesion  is  perfect,  on 
account  of  atmospheric  pressuie  brought  to  beai 
by  the  swelling  of  the  gelatine  of  tissue.   In  practice 
a  number  of  sheets  of  support  and  tissue  aie  piled 
one  upon  another,  and,  when  all  the  day's  woik 
is  so  piled  up,  the  pile  is  turned  over,  and  develope- 
ment  begins    with   what  was   the  bottom  print. 
Development  is  done  with  warm  water  only.    'I  he 
piint,  together  with  its  support,  is  placed  in  a  dish 
of  warm  water.     Presently  it  will  he  seen  that  the 
pigmented  gelatine  begins  to  ooze  out  from  ll 
edges  of  the  tissue.    The  paper  of  the  tissue  is  now 
removed,  and  the  diity  black,  brown,  purple,  red 
or  green  mass  that  is  seen  on  the  suppoit  is  laved 
with  warm  water.    Piesently  the  picture  begins  to 
appear,  merely  by  the  washing  away  of  the  pig 
niented  gelatine,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  it  is  com 
plete.  If  the  single  transfer  process  is  being  worked 
the  print  is  now  complete,  but  for  a  dip  in  an  alum 
hath  which  is  generally  given  to  harden  the  remain- 
ing gelatine,  but  is  not  an  essential  part  of  the 
piocess.     If  the  double  transfer  process  is  used, 
procedure  is  different.    Sheet  zinc  is  often  used 
as  a  temporary  support,   but  the  demonsti  ators 
prefei  red  to  use  Sawyer's  "  flexible  support,"  as  it 
is  easier  to  woik  with  it  than  with  a  lidged  sup- 
poit.   The  flexible  suppoit  is  paper  treated  with 
certain  lacs  to  render  it  water-proof,  and  treated  be- 
fore use  with  a  weak  solution  of  beeswax  in  benzine. 
The  picture  is  developed  on  this  flexible  Support, 
when  a  sheet  of  "permanent  support"  paper  is 
brought  into  contact  with  the  image.    They  are  al- 
lowed to  dry  together,  when  they  will  separate,  the 
image  adhering  to  the  permanent  support,  whilst 
the  temporal  y  suppoi  t  is  ready  for  use  again.    If  a 
long  exposure  is  given  to  tissue— about  three  limes 
that  needed  for  a  print— and  it  is  developed  on 
plane  glass,  a  very  beautiful   "transparency"  or 
"  dis-posilive  "  is  the  result. 

After  Messis.  Burton  and  Kondo  had  finished 
their  demonstration,  members  of  the  Society  who 
had  never  worked  the  carbon  process,  were  invited 
to  try  their  hands  in  developing  a  number  of 
exposed  prints  that  remained  over.  This  several 
members  did,  with  perfect  success,  demonstrating 
the  ease  with  which  the  process  may  be  learned. 

The  proceedings  ended  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. 
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Mr.  Kurizuka  Seigo  is  a  graduate  of  the 
French  Academy  of  Law  (1876).  In  1888  he  was 
appointed  an  examiner  of  Judges  ;  then  Director 
of  Bureaux  for  the  trial  of  Civil  and  Criminal  cases, 
and  in  1891  he  became  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Coui  t. 

Mr.  Takak.i  Tsutomu,  who  studied  in  Gei- 
many,  was  appointed  Assistant  Judge  in  1875, 
and  held  that  position  in  various  coui ts — Tokyo, 
Niigata,  Kobe, — till  1887  when  he  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  SupremeCourt.  TheTokyo  University 
has  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Hogakushi. 

Dr.  Inouye  Shoichi  graduated  at  the  French 
Academy  of  Law  about  1 877,  and  the  degiee  of 
LL.D.  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  Academy.  He 
is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Tokyo  University,  which 
has  honoured  him  with  the  degree  of  Horitstt 
Hakushi.  In  1886  he  was  commissioned  to  ex- 
amine Judges.  Subsequently  he  became  a  Public 
Procurator,  and  in  1 89 1  he  was  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Kameyama  is  a  giaduate  of  the  Tokyo 
University.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  examiner 
of  Judges.  He  held  positions  as  Judge  and  Public 
Procurator  in  various  Courts,  and  in  1891  he  was 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Supieme  Court.  He  is 
also  a  Hogakushi. 

Mr.  TaKagi  Toyozo  is  a  graduate  of  the  To- 
kyo Univeisity,  and  in  1884  he  was  appointed 
Judge.  He  went  abroad  for  study  in  1 885,  and  after 
his  return  sat  in  the  Fukushima  Court  as  Judge. 
In  1891  he  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Cassation.  He  is  a  Hogakushi  of  the  Tokyo  Uni- 
versity. 

Mr.  Nakamura  Motoyoshi,  Chief  of  the 
Second  Division  of  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Couit,  for 
the  tiial  of  Civil  cases,  was  appointed  an  Assistant 
Judge  in  1873  ;  and  sat  in  the  Yamanashi,  Tokyo, 
Yokohama,  Nagoya,  and  other  Law  Com  Is  as 
Judge  till  1 89 1 ,  when  he  was  appointed  to  his  pre- 
sent position. 

Mr.  Harada  Tanenari,  Chief  of  the  Third 
Division  for  the  trial  of  Civil  Cases,  was  appointed 
Assistant  Judge  in  1874.  He  dischaiged  the 
duties  of  Judge  in  Osaka  and  Oita  ;  and  became 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1886. 

Mr.  Nambu  Kameo,  Chief  Public  Procurator  of 
the  Tokyo  Appeal  Court,  was  appointant  Judge  in 
1872.  He  sat  as  Judge  in  the  Osaka,  Nagasaki, 
Kumamoto,  Kobe,  and  other  Com  Is.  In  1884  he 
was  made  Director  of  the  Civil  Cases  Buieau,  and 
in  1887  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Cassation,  wheie  he 
remained  till  1 89 1 ,  when  he  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position. 

Mr.  Hasegawa  TakaSHI,  one  of  the  Chief 
Judges,  received  his  education  in  Euiope.  In 
1880  he  was  appointed  Judge.  He  held  office  in 
tlie  Kobe,  Yokohama,  and  Tokyo  Law  Courts. 
He  is  now  in  the  Court  of  Cassation. 

Mr.  Imamura  NoBUYUKl  was  appointed  Judge 
in  1877.  He  sei  ved  in  the  Nagoya,  Okayama, 
and  Tokyo  Courts  as  Judge,  and  was  promoted  to 
be  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Tokyo. 

Mr.  YOK.OTA  KuNIOMl,  Councillor  of  the  De- 
pal  tment  of  Justice,  studied  law  in  Germany.  In 
1875  he  was  appointed  Public  Procurator,  soon 
afterwards  he  became  Director  of  the  Criminal 
Bui  eau.  He  was  then  appointed  a  commissioner 
for  the  compilation  of  the  Civil  Code,  and  an  ex- 
aminer for  Ban  isters. 

Dr.  Kumano  Binzo,  Councillor,  LL.D.  of  the 
French  Law  Academy,  and  Hogaku- Hakushi  of 
the  Imperial  University,  went  to  Fiance  for  study 
in  1875.  Soon  after  his  return,  having  graduated 
at  the  French  Academy  of  Law,  he  was  appointed 
an  examiner  for  Banisters.  In  1890  he  became 
a  Judge,  and  dischai  ged  judicial  functions  for  a 
year,  when  he  entered  the  Department  of  Justice 
as  a  Councillor. 

Mr.  Kitabatake" Harufusa,  President  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka,  was  appointed  Judge 
in  1873,  and  served  in  the  Kyoto  and  Kanagawa 
Local  Courts,  after  which  he  was  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Couit,  subsequently  becoming 
President  of  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Court  till  he  went 
to  Osaka.  ' 

Mr.  Inouye  Misao,  Hogakushi  (LL.M.)  of 
the  Imperial  University,  sometime  Professor  of 
Law  at  the  University,  was  appointed  Judge,  and 
now  occupies  that  position  in  llie  Osaka  Coutt  of 
Appeal. 

Mr.  Hayashi  Seiichi,  Chief  Public  Procurator 
in  the  O^aka  Court  of  Appeal,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Law  College.  He  was  made  Public  Procura- 
tor in  1884,  and  was  attached  to  the  Supieme 
Court,  subsequently  proceeding  to  Nagasaki,  and 
then  to  Osaka. 

Mr.  Nishioka  Yumei,  President  of  the  Hako- 
date Court  of  Appeal,  was  despatched  to  America 
and  Euiope  in  1872  to  inspect  the  working  of  legal 
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tribunal!  in  (he  West.  In  1875  he  was  appointee 
Judge,  and  sei  ved  in  the  Miyagi,  Niig.ua,  Na^.i 
saki,  and  othci  Local  and  Appeal  Coin  Is  till  pro 
moled  to  his  present  position  in  1890. 

Mr.  Oshima  Sadatoshi,  Chiel  Judge  of  the 
Nagasaki  Local  Court,  was  appointed  assistant 
Judge  ill  1872.    Me  occupied  die  position  of 
Judge  in  the  Koclii,  Nagasaki,  Osaka,  Tokyo,  and 
other  Local  Courts.    He  received  his  present  ap 
poiiitinent  in  1890. 

Mr.  Nozaki  Kmzo,  Chief  Public  Procuratoi 
in  Hiroshima,  was  made  Public  Procurator  in  i8Si, 
Rivd  attached  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1889 
was  sent  to  Europe  to  study  the  working  of  legal 
tribunals,  and  on  his  return  he  was  appointed 
Pubhc  Procurator  in  the  Yokohama  Law  Court. 
In  1S91  he  became  a  Chief  Public  Procurator. 

Mi .  HataKBYAMA  Shigeaki,  Chief  Pubhc  Pro- 
curator in  the  Kobe  Local  Court,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Tokyo  University.  Originally  employed 
in  the  Police  Bureau,  he  was  then  appointed  Public 
Procurator;  and  became  Chief  Public  Procurator 
ill  1892. 

Mr.  AkiyamaGenzo,  Chief  Judge  of  the  Naga- 
saki Local  Court,  was  appointed  Judge  in  1 88 1 . 
He  had  served  previously  in  the  Kagoshima 
Local  Court. 

Mr.  Ichinose  Yuzaboro,  Chief  Public  Pio- 
Curator  in  the  Nagasaki  Local  Court,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University.  He  was  appointed  Judge  in 
1883.  In  1886  he  went  abroad  to  complete  his 
studies.  After  his  return  he  was  made  Public 
Pi  ocuratoi . 

Mr.  Kakehi  Mototada  was  appointed  Judge  in 
1876;  sat  in  the  Yamaguchi,  Iwakuni,  Hiroshima, 
and  Kagoshima  Local  Courts,  the  Tokyo  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  the  Supreme  Com  t.  In  1890  he  was 
appointed  Public  Procurator  attached  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Akaki  Hiroomi  was  appointed  a  Prefectural 
Seceelary  in  1869,  and  a  Judge  in  1875.  Sat  in 
the  Osaka,  Fukushima,  Nagoya,  and  other  Local 
Courts.  In  1886  became  Judge  in  the  Tokyo 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  in  1890  a  Judge  in  the  Su 
preme  Court. 

Mr.  Moxoo  Keizaburo,  attache  in  Beiliu  ii 
1873;   Secretary  in    the   Foreign  Office  ill  1880 
Councillor  in   the    Legislative   Bureau   in  1 
Councillor  in  the  Department  of  Justice  in  iuu 
and  in  1890  became  a  Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court! 

Mr.  YaSUI  Shuzo,  Secretary  in  the  Senate  in 
1875.  Public  Procurator  in  1880.  In  1881  be- 
came Judge  in  the  Supieme  Court,  and  is  now  a 
Public  Procurator  in  the  same  Court. 

Mr.  Masuda  Buhei  became  a  Judge  in  1875. 
Sat  in  the  Nagasaki  and  Kyoto  Local  Courts.  In 
1881  became  Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Komatsu  Hirotaka,  appointed  Judge  in 
1875.  Sat  in  the  Fukushima,  Miyagi,  Nagoya, 
and  Tokyo  Local  Courts.  Became  Judge  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  1886,  and  Judge  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  1891. 

Mr.  Okamura  'Tamezo,  appointed  Judge  in 
1878.  Sat  in  the  Osaka,  and  Cliiba  Local  Courts, 
and  the  Nagoya  Appeal  Court.  Became  Judge 
in  the  Supreme  Court  in  1 89 1 . 

Mr.  Kodama  Junichiro,  went  to  America  to 
study  in  1869.  Appointed  Judge  in  1877.  Sat 
Ml  the  Nagasaki,  Osaka,  and  Tokyo  Local  Courts. 
Became  a  Secretary  in  the  Judicial  Department 
in  1886;  Judge  of  the  Appeal  Couit  in  1886;  and 
Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  1890. 

Mr.  Masaya  Chisato,  appointed  Judge  in 
1877.  Sat  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  in  the 
Matsuyama  Local  Court.  Judge  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  1890. 

Mi-.TakanoShinson,  appointed  Acting  Judge 
in  Niigata  in  1868.  Judge  in  1 88 1 .  Sat  in  the 
Miyagi  and  Fukushima  Local  Coui  ts.  Secretary 
of  the  Judicial  Depaitmentin  1884.  Councillor  of 
the  same  in  1886.  Director  of  the  Bureau  for  the 
trial  of  Civil  cases  in  1889.  Public  Procurator  in 
1890.  In  1890  became  Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Serizawa  Seion,  appointed  Judge  in 
1876.  Sat  in  the  Aichi,  Nagoya  and  Akita  Local 
Courts,  and  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal.  Became 
Chief  Judge  in  the  Fukni  Local  Courtand  in  1890, 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Couit. 

Mr.  Kinosiiita  Tetsusaburo,  graduate  of 
the  Law  College  in  1876.  Held  various  admini- 
strative offices  till  1890,  when  he  became  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Nishikawa  Tetsujiro  (now  in  the  Tokyo 
Appeal  Court) ,  graduate  of  the 'Tokyo  University 
in  1878.  Appointed  attache  to  the  Japanese 
Legation  in  Loudon.  Appointed  Judge  in  1885. 
Sat  in  the  Tftkyo  Local  Court  and  the  Hiroshima 
Appeal  Court,  and  as  Chief  Judge  of  the  Mito 
Local  Court.  In  1890  was  appointed  Judge  in  the 
Supreme  Com  t. 

Mr.  Nakao  Shinko,  appointed  Judge  in  1876. 
Sat  in  the  Nagoya  and  Tsuchillra  Local  Courts, 
and  in  the  Osaka  Court  of  Appeal.  In  1891  ap- 
pointed Judge  of  the  Supieme  Court. 
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College  in  1879.  In  188.  waa  appointed  Judge. 
In  1883  became  Public  Procuratoi  in  the  Tokyo 

Com  l  of  Appeal,  ami  subsetjuen lly  in  the  Sum  erne 
Court. 

Mi.  OrnToRu,  graduate  of  the  Law  College 
III  1879.  Appointed  Judge  in  1881  in  the  Tokyo 
Local  Comt.  In  1886  went  to  Europe  to  study 
the  wo. king  of  judicial  institutions.  Appointed 
Judge  in  the  Tokyo  Com  t  of  Appeal  in  1890.  In 
1891  became  Public  Procurator  in  the  Supreme 
Com  t. 

Mr.  KtTAMURA  Tamchi,  appointed  Assistant 
Judge  111  1873.  Appointed  Judge  in  1879.  Sat  in 
the  Osaka  Local  Comt,  and  the  Hiroshima  Court 
Of  Appeal.  Chief  Justice  in  the  Fukushima  Local 
Comt,  Judge  in  the  Supreme  Coutt.  In 
Judge  of  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Court 
of  a  Section  in  that  Court. 

Mr.   Nagai    Iwanojo,    appointed  Judge 
1880.    Sat  in  the  Osaka  and  Mito  Local 
arful  in  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal  in  1890. 
,  Mr'  Ito  Teiji,  graduate  of  Tokyo  University 
In  1883  appointed  Judge,  and  sat  in  the  Tokyo 
andSendai  Local  Com  Is;  promoted  to  be  a  Judge 
in  the  Supreme  Comt  in  1890. 

Mr.  Yanagida  Naohei,  graduate  of  the  Law 
College.  In  1882  appointed  Judge,  and  sat  in 
Miyagi  and  Tokyo  Local  Com  ts.  In  1800  ap- 
pointed Judge  of  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Court,  and  sub- 
sequently became  a  Judge  in  the  Supieme  Court 
Mr.  Ibara  Moroyoshi,  graduate  of  the  To- 
kyo Umveisity.  In  1886  appointed  Public  Pro- 
curator in  the  Hiroshima  Court  of  Appeal  In 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Tokyo  Local  Court 
and  in  the  following  year  Judge  of  the  Tokyo 
Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Kawamura  Oshin,  appointed  Judge  in 
1875.  Sat  in  the  Osaka,  Matsuye,  Tokyo,  and 
Miyagi  Local  Courts.  In  1890  promoted  to  be 
Judge  of  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Comt. 

Mr.  Hirata  Kosaburo,  graduate  of  the  Tokyo 
University.  In  1883  appointed  Judge,  and  sat  in 
the  Fukushima  and  Yokohama  Local  Courts  In 


Isao,  appointed  fudge 
Nagoya  and  Qua  Lo<  ■ 


'  1880, 
Com  is. 


Mr.  Umino 
and  sal  in  the 

Promoted  Judge  ol  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka 

Mk.Saykki  HAMJI(  appointed  Judge  ill  1870 
an.l   sat  in  the   Kyoto,   Oita,   Nagasaki,  0,ak.-i 

and  Hakodate  Local  Courts,  then  promoted  ludsa 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka, 

Mr.  Kondo   Kyoma,  appointed    Public  Pro- 
curator in  1881.  Attached  to  ihe  Osaka,  N 
and  'Tokyo  Local  Com  Is 

sat  in  the  Mayebashi  and  Niigata  Local  Couils 
and  piomoted  to  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in' 
Osaka. 


lagoya, 
Appointed  Judge,'  and 


IN  1 . 


1891  promoted  lobe  Judge  in  the  Tokyo  Com  t 
Appeal. 

Mr.  Kobayashi  Yoshio,   appointed  Public 
Procurator  in  1881 .    In  1883  appointed  Judge 
the  Urawa,  Chiba,  and  'Tokyo  Local  Courts. 
1890  appointed  Judge  of  the    'Tokyo  Couit 
Appeal. 

Mr.   Sugeya    Masaki,   appointed  Judge 
1884.     Sat  in    the  Yokohama    and  Hiroshima 
Local    Courts.     In    1890    Judge    in  the  Nagoy. 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  in  the  following  year  remov 
ed  to  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Kasuga  Shuku,  graduate  of  the  Lai 
College.  In  1885  appointed  Judge,  and  sat  in  th 
Kobe,  and  Niigata  Local  Courts.  In  1890  appoint 
ed  Judge  of  the  Tokyo  Comt  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Mawatari  Shunyu,  appointed  Judge  in 
1883,  a,ld  sat  hi  the  Yokohama,  Hiroshima,  and 


Miyagi 
Appointed 


1891  appointed  Judge  o 


Tokyo  Local  Com  ts.  In 
the  'Tokyo  Appeal  Court 

Mr.  Sakazaki  Shun,  appointed  Judge  111 
1889;  and  sat  in  the  Utsunomiya  and  Anotsn 
Local  Com  ts.  In  1 891  appointed  Judge  of  the  To- 
kyo Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Tomitani  Seitaro,  graduate  of  the  Law 
College.  In  1886  went  to  Europe  forstudy.  In  1 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Nagoya  Couit  of  Appeal, 
and  then  of  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Deura  Rikio,  Instructor  in  Law  in  the 
University  in  1870.  In  1876  went  to  America. 
In  1884  Secretary  of  the  Judicial  Department.  In 
1886  Private  Secretary  of  the  same  Department. 
In  1891  Public  Procurator  attached  to  the  Tokyo 
Com  t  of  Appeal. 

Viscount  Kano  HlSAYOSHI,  appointed  Local 
Governor  in  1869.  Appointed  Judge  in  1881  ;  and 
sat  in  the  Kmnagaya  and  Urawa  Local  Courts. 
In  1882  appointed  Public  Procurator  attached  to 
the  Supieme  Couit.  In  1887  removed  to  the 
Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  ISHIWATARI  Binichi,  graduate  of  the 
Law  College.  In  1886  weiu  to  Europe  for  study. 
In  1890  appointed  Public  Procurator.  In  the 
same  year,  appointed  Private  Secretary  of  the 
Judicial  Depaitment.  In  1891  appointed  Public 
Procurator  of  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Totoki  Saburo,  appointed  Judge  in 
1881,  and  sat  in  the  Osaka  and  Okayama  &Local 
Courts.  In  1890  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Chiba  Teikan,  appointed  Public  Pio- 
curator  in  1881.  Attached  to  the  Osaka,  Waka- 
yama,  and  Otsu  Local  Courts.  In  1887  appointed 
councillor  of  the  Judicial  Depaitment.  In  1850 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Com  t  of  Appeal  in  Tokyo, 
and  in  1 891  removed  to  Osaka. 

Mr.  Zakoji  Tadasu,  appointed  Judge  in 
1877,  and  sat  in  ihe  Matsumoto  and  Nagano 
Local  Courts.  Promoted  to  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Osaka. 


lOHISA  MlCHllUMI,  appointed  Judge  in 
1877;  and  sal  in  the  Yokohama,  Fukushima,  and 
Yaniagata  Local  Courts.  Appointed  Public  Pro- 
[curator  in  1881,  and  attached  to  the 
Fukui,  and  Hiroshima  Local  Courts. 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  1884 

Mr.  Akaboki  Gimin.  appointed  Judge  in 
1881,  and  sat  in  the  Kobe  and  Tottoii  Local 
Couits.  Promoted  Judge  of  the  Couit  of  Appeal 
in  Osaka.  rr 

Mr.  Kubo  Shinzo,  appointed  Public  Procuia- 
tor  in  1881;  and  attached  to  the  A.nakusa  and 
Osaka  Local  Courts.  Appointed  Judge  in  1882 
and  sat  in  the  Hamada,  Matsuye,  and  Matsuyama 
Local  Courts.  P.omoled  Judge  of  the  Comt  of 
Appeal  m  Osaka  in  1890. 

Mr.  KikuchI  Jui,  appointed  Public  Procura- 
tor m  i88i,and  attached  to  the  Tokushima  and 
Matsuyama  Local  Courts.  In  1890  appointed 
Judge  of  Ihe  Couit  of  Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Sakawa  Hidezane,  appointed  Public 
Procurator  in  1881,  and  attached  to  the  Nagoya 
and  Matsuyama  Local  Courts.  In  1883  appointed 
Judge,  and  sat  in  the  Nagoya,  Tokushima,  Aki- 
ta, and  Nagasaki  Local  Couits.  In  1890  appoint- 
ed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Saimamura  Sahei,  appointed  Judge  in 
1882,  and  sat  in  the  Osaka,  Fukui,  and  Kanazawa 
Local  Couits.  Promoted  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Osaka,  and  subsequently  became  a 
Judge  in  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  Kuzuha  Masamichi,  appointed  Judge  in 
1885;  and  sat  in  the  Tokyo  and  Osaka  Local 
Couits.  In  1891  piomoted  to  be  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Sawazaki  Rainosukr,  graduate  of  the 
Tokyo  University.  In  1 886  appointed  Judge,  and 
sat  in  the  Kobe  Local  Court.  In  1 891  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Habu  Akichika,  graduate  of  the  Tokyo 
University.  In  1886  appointed  Judge,  and  sat  in 
the  Mayebashi  Local  Comt.  In  1891  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka,  and  sub- 
sequently Judge  in  the  'Tokyo  Appeal  Court. 

Mr.  Motoyama  Tatsujiro,  graduate  of  the 
Law  College.  In  1888  appointed  Judge,  and  sat 
in  the  Niigata  Local  Court.  In  1891  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Comt  of  Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Yamamoto  Hatsuo,  graduate  of  the  Law 
College.  In  1887  appointed  Judge,  and  sat  in  the 
Hiroshima,  'Tottori,  Otahaia,  and  Utsunomiya 
Local  Com  ts.  In  1891  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Comt  of  Appeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  Nomura  Icho,  appointed  Public  Procura- 
tor in  1880  and  attached  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
Miyagi,  and  to  the  Osaka,  Hakodate  and  Tokyo' 
Appeal  Courts.  Appointed  Chief  Public  Procma- 
tor  to  the  Osaka  Court  of  Appeal  and  subsequent- 
ly to  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Court. 

Mr.  Toyohara  Motoomi,  appointed  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  in  188 1 .  Appointed  Public  Pro- 
curator in  1887,  and  attached  lo  the  Miyagi  Local 
Court.  Then  promoted  to  be  Public  Procurator  in 
the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Osaka,  and  subsequently 
in  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Couit. 

Mr.  Kakihara  Yoshinori,  appointed  Public 
Procuratoi  in  1881,  and  attached  to  the  Utsuno- 
miya, Tochigi,  and  Osaka  Local  Coui  ts.  In  1890 
appointed  Public  Procurator  to  the  Court  of 
ADpeal  in  Osaka. 

Mr.  H  1TOMI  Tsunetami,  appointed  Assistant 
Public  Procuiator  in  1869.  and  attached  lo  the 
Gumma  and  Kyoto  Local  Couits.  In  1877  ap- 
pointed Judge.  In  1881  appointed  Public  Pro- 
curator to  the  Osaka  Local  Court,  and  the  Nagoya 
Comt  of  Appeal.  In  1882  appointed  Judge,  and 
sat  in  the  Osaka  Local  Court,  In  1884  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Depai  tmen  t  of  Justice.  In  1886 
appointed  Public  Procuiator  to  the  'Tokyo  Appeal 
Court.  In  1887  appointed  President  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Nagasaki. 

Mr.  Mo  rook  a  Taro,  appointed  Judge  in  1883. 
Sat  in  the  Hiroshima,  Oita,  and  Kagoshima  Local 
Courts.  Appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Nagasaki. 

Mr.  Utsunomiya  Hidenobu,  appointed  Judge 
in  1880.  Sat  in  the  Mito  and  Osaka  Local  Courts. 
Appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Na- 
gasaki. 

Mr.  Ishida  Atsumaro,  appointed  Judge  in 
1881.   Sat  in  the  Hirato,  Nagasaki,  and  Fukuoka 
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Local  Cou.ts.    Appointed  Judge  of  lite  Co.,.  I  of 
Appeal  in  Nagasaki. 

Mi.  Kodama  Takehiro,  appointed  Judge  in 
1881.  Sal  i.i  the  Osaka,  Tokyo,  and  Sendai 
Local  Conns.  Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Nagasaki. 

Mr.  Takenaka  Chikei,  appointed  Judge  in 
1881.  Sal  in  the  Kanazawa,  Nngata,  and  Osaka 
Local  Courts.  Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  ill  Nagasaki. 

Mr.  KOMATSO  Tsone,  graduate  of  the  Law 
College.  In  1887  appointed  Judge.  Sai  n,  the 
Mito  Urawa,  and  Tokyo  Local  Courts  In  1890 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Nagasaki.  .       -  . 

Mr.  Ikegami  Saburo,  appointed  Pub  ic  Pro- 
curator  in  1S81  and  attached  to  the  Miyazak.  Local 
Court;  then  to  the  Supreme  Court;  then  to  the 
Nagasaki  Appeal  Court,  and  finally  to  the  Osaka 
Appeal  Coin  l.  .      ,         ,.  _ 

Mr,  Kosdo  Kozo,  appointed  Public  Pioeuia- 
tor  in  1883.  Attached  to  the  Miyasaki  Naga- 
saki, Oita,  and  Fukuoka  Local  Courts.  In  1890 
appointed  Public  Procurator  of  the  Nagasaki  Ap- 
peal Court.  _        _  .. 

Mr.  Ishii  Kihei,  graduate  of  the  Law  College. 
Appointed  Judge  in  1887.  Sat  in  the  Hakodate 
Local  Court,  then  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the 
same  place.  .  , 

Mr.  Okuyama  Seikei,  appointed  Judge  in 
1876.  Sat  in  the  Tokyo,  Matsuyama.  Nagoya 
and  Osaka  Local  Cou.ts.  In  1891  appointed 
Chief  Public  Procurator  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  ... 
Hakodate,  and  afterwards  Judge  in  the  Hiroshima 
Appeal  Court.  .  0 

Mr.  Negishi  Kei,  appointed  Judge  >•>  1879. 
Sat  in  the  Hakodate  Local  Cou.t.  In  ibol  ap- 
pointed Public  Procurator  attached  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Hakodate.  . 

Mr.  Haji  Keiten,  appointed  Judge  in  1875. 
Sal  in  the  Fukushin.a  and  Sendai  Local  Cou.ts; 
and  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1891  appointed  Pre- 
sident  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Nagoya. 

Mr  Otowa  Yasunari,  appointed  Judge  in 
1870  Sal  in  the  Sendai,  Mo.ioka,  Miyagi,  Osa- 
ka and  Fukushima  Local  Cou.ts.  Then  appoint- 
ed Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Miyagi,  then 
of  that  in  Nagoya.  , 

Mi  Murachi  Masaharu,  appointed  Judge  111 
1884  Sal  in  the  Fukushima  Local  Court.  In 
1890  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 

Nagoya.  .       ,  .  , 

Mi.  Narazaki  KatSUZO,  appointed  Judge  in 
1881.  Sal  in  the  Otsu,  Hiroshima,  Kobe  and 
Kyoto  Local  Cou.ts.  Then  appointed  Judge  ol 
the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Nagoya. 

Mr.  SanUI  Itsuzo,  appointed  Judge  in  1882. 
Sat  in  the  Fukuye,  Nagasaki,  and  Osaka  Loca 
Cou.ts.  Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Com  l  ol 
Appeal  in  Nagoya.  . 

Mr.  Fukano  Tatsu,  appointed  Judge  in  1887. 
Sat  in  the  Chiba  Local  Court.  Then  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Nagoya,  and 
afterwards  of  the  Tokyo  Appeal  Court. 

Mr.  OgaWA  TetSUKICHI,  graduate  of  the  Law 
College.  Appointed  Judge  in  1885.  Sat  in  the 
Urawa  and  Mayebashi  Local  Courts.  In  1890 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Nagoya. 

Mr  Ono  Kinzaburo,  graduate  of  the  lokyo 
University.  Appointed  Public  Procurator  in  1887, 
attached  to  the  Anotsu  Local  Cou.t.  Appointed 
ludge  in  1889.  Sat  in  the  Gifu  Local  Court. 
Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Cou.t  of  Appeal  in 
Nagoya.  . 

Mr  Isobe  Jim,  graduate  of  the  Tokyo  Urn 
versity.  In  1886  appointed  Public  Procurator 
Attached  to  the  Kumamoto  Local  Court.  In  1888 
appointed  Judge.  Sat  in  the  Nagasaki  and  Kobe 
Local  Courts.  Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Cou.t 
of  Appeal  in  Nagoya  in  1890.  - 

Mr  Inui  KOSHI,  graduate  of  the  lokyo  Uni- 
versity. In  1886  appointed  Judge  Probationer. 
In  1887  appointed  Judge.  Sat  in  the  N.igata, 
and  Urawa  Local  Cou.ts.  Then  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Cou.t  of  Appeal  in  Nagasaki  ill  1891. 

Mr.  Kano  Kbn,  appointed  Public  P.ocurator 
in  1886  Attached  to  the  Nagasaki,  Kyoto,  and 
Hiroshima,  Local  Cou.ts;  then  to  the  Tokyo 
Court  of  Appeal.  In  1890  appointed  Chief  Public 
Procurator  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  Ml  Nagoya. 

Mr.  ho  Shigeyobhi,  appointed  Public  fro- 
curator  in  1879.  Attached  to  the  Osaka,  Fuku 
oka,  Tokyo,  and  Wakayama  Local  Coin  ts.  In 
1890  appointed  Judge.  Sal  in  the  Osaka  Court o 
Appeal.  In  1891  appointed  Public  Procurator  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Nagoya. 

Mr.  OTSUKA  MaSAO,  appointed  Judge  111  1 07 *• 
Sat  ill  the  Imba,  Tokyo,  and  Kagoshi.ua  Local 
Courts.  Then  in  the  Supreme  Com  t.  I  hen  ap- 
pointed President  of  the  Nagoya  Court  of  Appeal, 
and  ihen  removed  lo  be  President  of  the  Miyagi 
Com  t  of  Appeal . 

Mr.  Nishikata  Totsu,  appointed  Judge  in 
1875,    Sat  in  the  Tokyo  Local  Court  and  the 


Nagasaki  Appeal  Comt,  and  then  in  the  Miyagi 
Appeal  Con.  t. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Shumpu,  Colonel  in  the  Army  in 
1870.  Appointed  Judge  in  1881.  Sal  in  the 
Osaka,  Nagasaki,  Nagoya,  and  Anotsu  Local 
Couits.  Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Appeal 
Court  in  Miyagi. 

Mr.  Ida  ShoJIRO,  graduate  of  the  Law  Col- 
lege. Appointed  Public  Procurator  in  1886. 
Attached  to  the  Nagoya  Local  Court.  In  1890 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Con.  t  of  Appeal  in  Miyagi. 

Mr.  MaCHIDA  ShinSHU,  appointed  Judge  in 
1878.  Sal  in  the  Fukushima,  Hirozaki,  and  Ha- 
kodate Local  Courts.  Then  appointed  Judge  of 
the  Miyagi  Cou.t  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  MASUDA  San,  appointed  Judge  in  1880. 
Sat  in  the  Tokyo,  Tochigi.  Shizuoka,  Tokyo,  and 
Hiroshima  Local  Couits.  Then  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Miyagi. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Shizuo,  appointed  Judge  111  1881. 
Sat  in  the  Wakayama  and  Tokyo  Local  Com  ts. 
Then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Miyagi. 

Mr  YONEMURA  SoSEN,  giaduate  ol  the  Law 
College.  Appointed  Judge  in  1885.  Sal  in  ll.e 
Tokyo  and  Kochi  Local  Courts.  Then  appoiuted 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Miyagi. 

Mr.  Nosk  Man,  graduate  of  the  Law  College. 
Appointed  Judge  in  1887.  Sat  in  the  Okayama, 
Matsuyama,  and  Oita  Local  Cou.ts,  and  then  ap- 
pointed Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Miyagi. 

Mr  InutSUKA  MoRtTAKA,  appointed  Public 
P.ocurator  in  l873-  Attached  to  the  Kyoto 
and  Tokyo  Local  Courts.  In  1882  appo.nted 
Judge,  and  sat  in  the  Tokyo  Local  Com  t.  In  1883 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Depa.  tment  of  Justice, 
In  1886  Councillor  of  the  same  Depa.  tment.  In 
1890  appointed  Chief  Public  P.ocurator  attached 
to  the  Miyagi  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr  MUDAGUCHI  MiCHIAKl,  appointed  Judge 
in  1876  Sat  in  the  Tokyo  Local  Court.  In  1877 
appo.nted  Secretary  of  the  Judicial  Depa.t.nent 
In  1880  appointed  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Com  t 
Then  appointed  P.esident  of  the  Hiroshima  Court 

of  Appeal.  .       ,       ,  0 

Mr   Sekiya  Seizo,  appointed  Judge  in  1877 
Sat  in  the  Matsumoto,  Nagano,  and  Miyagi  Local 
Cou.ts,  and  then  appointed  Judge  of  the  Cot: 
of  Appeal  in  Hiroshima. 

Mr  Arai  Zbnkyo,  appointed  Judge  in  1880. 
Sat  in  the  Matsumoto,  Nagano,  Nagaoka,  Matsu- 
Ve  Local  Courts.  Then  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Hiroshima  Court  of  Appeal,  and  finally  to  the 
Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr  Shimizu  Ichiro,  graduate  of  the  Law 
College.  Appointed  Judge  in  1885.  Sat  in  the 
Kyoto  Local  Court.  In  1890  appo.nted  Judge  of 
the  Hiroshima  Court  of  Appeal.  _ 

Mr  NiSHiKtORi  Yoshihiro,  appointed  Judge 
in  188-?.  Sat  in  the  Nagoya,  Hirosaki  and  Utsu- 
uomiya  Local  Courts.  Then  appointed  Judge  of 
the  Hiroshima  Comt  of  Appeal. 

Mr  Hasegawa  Yasutoshi,  appointed  Judge 
in  1883.  Sat  in  the  Toyama,  Akita,  Tochigi,  and 
Utsunomiya  Local  Cou.ts.  Then  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Hiroshima  Cou.t  of  Appeal  m  1890. 

M.  Yamaguchi  Takehiro,  appointed  Judge 
Probationer  in  1887,  in  the  Hiroshima  Local  Comt. 
In  1889  appointed  Judge,  of  the  Iwakum.  Loca 
Court.    In  1890  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Hiroshima.  - 

Mr.  Haruki  Yoshiaki,  appo.nted  Judge  in 
1875;  sat  in  the  Tochigi,  Mito  and  Tokyo  Local 
Co.irls.  In  1881  appointed  Public  Procurator 
to  the  Nagasaki  Local  Court ;  then  to  the  Supreme 
Cou.t  and  the  Hakodate  Court  of  Appeal  In 
1890  appointed  Chief  Public  Procurator  of  the 
Hnoshima  Co...  t  of  Appeal,  and  subsequently  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  .  _ 

Mr  Kimura  Ryoichiro,  appointed  Judge  in 
1887  Sat  in  the  Fukushima,  Tsui ugaoka,  1  okyo 
and  Hiroshima  Local  Court.  In  1890  appo.nted 
Public  Procurator   lo    the   Hiroshima  Court  ol 

AMrdOTAKE  CH0JI,  appointed  Public  Procura- 
tor  in  180-5.  Attached  to  the  Osaka,  Sapporo, 
Kobe  and  Miyagi  Local  Courts  In  1890  appoint- 
ed  Public  Procurator  to  the  Hiroshima  Court  ot 
Appeal. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 
 ♦  

(From  Our  own  Correspondent.) 


Chicago,  February  22nd 
P.of.  S.  Choyo,  late  Director  of  the  Japanese 
Section  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building,  is  in  great 
demand  as  a  lecturer  on  subjects  relating  to  he 
art  of  Japan.  He  has  recently  spoken  before  the 
Decorative  Art  Society  of  Chicago,  the  Art  Society 
of  La  Grange  (a  suburb  of  this  city),  the  Chicago 
Keramic  Club,  and  the  Chicago  Academy  of 


Sciences.    He  has  opened  the  "  Gallery  Fuji-san  ' 
down  town,  and    has   the.e  a  fine  collection  of 
Japanese  and  Chinese  ait  objects.    He  has  also 
been  elected  by  the  Soulh  Paik  Commissioners  to 
the  position  of  custodian  of  the  Hooden. 

Mr.  Otis  A.  Poole  has  been  lecturing  (with 
ste.  eopticon)  on  "One  Day  in  Yokohama." 

Rev.  F.  E.  Claik,  D.D.,  Secretary  of  the 
Christian  Endeavour  O.  ganization,  also  has  an  il- 
lustrated lecture  entilted  "  A  Trip  Around  the 
World."  Half  the  proceeds  is  to  be  devoted  to 
Special  missionary  purposes,  one  of  which  is  an 
orphan  asylum  in  Japan. 

A  rumour  comes  from  Samoa  that  there  is  a 
gieal  deal  of  disalisfaction  with  the  piesent  go- 
vernment under  the  li  i partite  treaty.  This  dis- 
satisfaction prevails  among  all  parties  concerned, 
and  especially  among  the  natives  who  are  "go- 
verned lo  death."  It  is  thought  that  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  government  of  the  Samoau  islands 
ought  not  to  be  divided,  bul  should  be  united  in 
the  autho.  ity  of  one  of  the  treaty  powers  (Great 
B.itain,  Germany,  and  the  United  Stales). 

Everything  continues  quiet,  even  to  stagnation 
of  business,  in  Hawaii.  The  full-text  of  P.esident 
Dole's  letter  to  U.S.  Minister  Willis  with  reference 
to  the  "attitude"  of  the  U.S.  Government  has 
been  made  public,  and  is  a  caustic  arraignment. 
The  reply  of  Willis  has  also  been  printed,  and 
contains  sl.ong  declarations  that  he  has  acted 
only  "in  the  interest  of  peace  and  order,"  and 
has  had  no  intention  of  making  use  of  force." 
Both  make  refeience  to  requests  by  the  British 
Minister  and  the  Japanese  Consul-General  for  per- 
mission to  land  troops  as  "  precautionary  measures 
against  possible  mob  violence,"  and  to  Mr.  Fujii's 
offer  of  the  Japanese  Consulate  as  a  place  of  refuge. 

All  the  officers  and  men,  except  Fireman  Rob- 
bins,  of  the  lost  Kearsarge  were  lescued,  and  have 
ariived  in  New  Yo.k  City. 

Admiral  da  Gama,  the  insurgent  commander, 
who  was  wounded  in  a  battle  off  Rio  Jaueii  o,  is  in 
a  c.  itical  condition,  and  may  not  live.  The  yellow- 
fever  is  spreading  in  and  around  the  Brazilian 
capilal,  and  has  already  found  a  number  of 
victims.  Minor  conflicts  in  various  ports  of  Brazil 
are  reported.  Reinforcements  were  brought  to 
Rio  Janeiro  Bay  for  the  insurgents;  but  yeslerday 
two  of  their  warships  left  to  seaich  for  the  Nich- 
theroy,  a  government  dynamite  c.iuser,  supposed 
to  he  not  far  distant.  A  naval  battle  is  thus 
expected. 

Among  recent  nominations  by  President  Cleve-' 
land  are  the  following: — John  Bar.ett.of  O.egon. 
to  be  U.S.  Minister  to  Siam  ;  Thos.  R.  Jemigan, 
of  N.C.,  to  be  U.S  Consul-General  at  Shanghai  ; 
Delaware  Kemper,  of  Virginia,  as  U.S.  Consul  at 
Amoy  ;  and  E.  G.  Mitchell,  of  Aikansas,  as  U.S. 
Consul  at  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales. 

Senator  Hill  scored  a  second  victory  over  the 
President  in  the  matter  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
vacancy,  when  the  U.S.  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  32 
to  41,  rejected  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Peckha.n. 
A  few  days  later,  the  P.esident  sent  in  the  name 
of  Senator  Edward  D.  While,  Louisiana  ;  and 
he  was  at  once  confirmed  by  his  colleagues.  He 
is  only  48  years  old,  and  will  be  the  youngest  of 
the  Justices.  After  practising  for  several  years 
the  profession  of  law,  he  became  a  State  Senator, 
then  Associate  Justice  of  the  Sup.  erne  Court 
of  Louisiana;  and  in  1891  took  his  seat  in  the 
U.S.  Senate.  His  great  ability  and  fitness  for 
the  position  are  everywhere  acknowledged  ;  and  his 
"practical  knowledge  of  the  Code  Napoleon  of 
Louisiana  "  is  mentioned  as  a  special  qualification. 

The  election  in  Pennsylvinia  for  Congressman- 
al-large  resulted  in  favour  of  Hon.  Galusha  A. 
Grow  (Republican)  by  more  than  150,000  ma- 
jo.  ity.  'There  seems  to  be  no  hope  for  tariff  re- 
form in  the  Keystone  State  ! 

Gov.  McKinley,  of  Ohio,  has  been  rescued  from 
his  financial  troubles  by  the  wise  management 
of  three  trustees,  who  secured  private  subscriptions 
without  solicitation,  enough  to  liquidate  all  claims 
against  his  property,  which  has  been  given  back 
unimpaired.  / 

The  obiluary  list  this  time  includes  the  names 
of  ex-Congressman  A.  Kerr  Smith,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Mrs.  Myra,  the  first  female  lawyer  of  this 
cily,  and  editor  of  the  Legal  Nevis;  and  Joseph 
Keppler,  the  great  caricaturist  and  editor  of  Puck. 

If  my  preceding  letter  failed  to  make  connec- 
tions with  the  Pevu  at  San  Francisco,  the  blame 
must  be  attached  lo  a  fea.  ful  snow  and  wind  storm 
which  was  raging  the  very  day  on  which  I 
mailed  the  letter.  If  I  were  a  weather  prophet, 
and  had  known  beforehand  that  such  a  storm 
would  come  up,  I  should  have  sent  my  letter  a 
day  ea.lier.  But  even  our  weather-se.  geant  in 
the  Auditorium  Tower  was  taken  by  surprise  ;  and 
the  sudden  blizzard  proved  the  worst  in  mote  than 
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;i  decade.  Snow  alone  might  not  have  been  m> 
difficult;  but  raging  wind-,  piled  it  up  in  immense 
drifts ;  io  that  ilia  next  morning  we  literally  dug 
our  way  out  into  the  slieet.    The  following  day 

I  happened  i<>  meet  Commissioner  Matsudaira, 
who  expressed  a  hearty  wisli  that  he  weie  back  in 
Japan.    Since  then  we  have  had  leal  winter. 

There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  suffering,  not  only 
here,  hut  all  over  the  country;  so  that  the  relief 
organizations  keep  actively  at  work.  On  the  17th 
inst.,  miners  in  Bessemer,  Michigan,  fell  into  a 
not  over  the  matter  of  the  distribution  of  relief 
supplies.  There  aie  every  day  brought  to  light 
many  undesei  ving  cases  ;  but  there  is  undoubtedly 
a  lar^e  amount  of  genuine  poverty. 

A  little  after  midmighl,  on  the  161I1  inst.,  occur 
red  near  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  "the  most  daring  and 
successful  train  robbery  ever  committed  "  in  that 
State.  The  engineer  of  the  train  was  wounded; 
the  fireman  and  a  tramp  weie  killed;  the  express 
car  was  blown  open  with  dynamite;  and  YVells, 
Fargo  and  Company  lost  a  large  amount.  Chris. 
Evans,  the  bandit,  who  escaped  from  Fresno  jail 
a  month  ago,  has  been  recaptured,  and  is  suspect 
ed  of  having  been  concerned  in  this  exploit. 

There  have  been  two  more  fires  at  Jackson  Paik 
lately.  One  destroyed  the  colonnade  between  the 
Agricultural  Building  and  Machinery  Hall  ;  the 
other  was  in  the  Illinois  Building,  and  dangerously 
close  to  the  Ait  Palace  with  its  treasures  of  the 
Columbian  Museum. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Associated  Press 
was  held  the  other  day  in  this  city,  and  brought 
together  a  large  number  of  the  notable  newspaper 
men  of  the  country. 

President  Eliot,  of  Harvard  University,  has 
aroused  the  students  by  an  attack  on  college 
athletics  as  managed  at  present.  He  proposes 
three  radical  changes,  as  follows:— 

1.  That  no  freshman  shall  be  allowed  to  parti- 
cipate in  any  intercollegiate  event. 

2.  That  no  one  be  allowed  to  compete  more  than 
one  year  in  any  line  of  intercollegiate  athletics. 

3.  That  intercollegiate  contests  take  place  only 
once  in  two  years. 

It  is  undeniable  that  some  kind  of  reform  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

On  the  15th  inst.  Knox  College,  Galesbury,  III 
celebrated  its  fifty-seventh  birthday;  and  the  next 
day  the  University  of  Nebraska  celebrated  its 
qriaiter  century:  both  with  elaborate  festivities. 
The  latter  institution  conferred  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  LL.D.  on  President  W.  R.  Harper  fn.d 
Prof.  C.  D.  Whitman  (once  of  Tokyo),  of  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

The  Northwestern  University  Law  School,  with 
which  Prof.  John  H.  Wigmore  is  connected,  is  soon 
to  move  into  more  commodious  quarters  in  the 
Masonic  Temple,  of  this  city. 

Professor  Shailer  Matthews,  of  Colby  Univer- 
sity, Waterville,  Maine,  has  been  elected  Asso- 
ciale  Professor  of  New  Testament  Literature  and 
Exegesis;  Professor  John  W.  Moncrief,  of  Frank- 
li"  (Indiana)  College,  has  been  elected  Associate 
Professor  of  Church  History,  both  in  the  Divinity 
School  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  It  is  signi- 
ficent,  that  these  two  appointees  are  taken  from 
secular  institutions. 

_  I  had  the  pleasure  this  morning  at  the  Univer- 
sity  of  heaiing  Gov.  McKinley,  and  of  being  one 
in  a  long  hue  to  shake  hands  with  him.  He  was 
received  with  enthusiasm  by  an  audience  of  800  in 
Kent  Hall  ;  and  the  students  greeted  him  with  the 
college  yell,  plus  "McKinley"  and  '"96"  He 
made  a  short  but  pleasant  speech.  He  is'  speak- 
ing again  this  afternoon  at  the  Auditorium,  where 
be  undoubtedly  has  an  immense  audience  ;  and  this 
evening  he  is  one  of  the  guests  at  a  banquet  of  the 
Union  League  Club  of  this  city.  All  this  and 
much  mo.  e  is  in  celebration  of  Washington's 
Bulhday.  fe 


To  a  Portrait  of  a  Japanese  Princess. 

Fragile,  waxen  dream  of  woman, 
Cold,  inscrutable,  unhuman  ! 
Ivory  skin  too  dense  for  veining, 
HAlf  as  deepest  shade  remaining 
finy  lips  gold-tipped  with  silence, 
Sealed  to  girlhood's  gay  beguilance. 
I  can  dream  that  men  may  love  thee  ■ 
But  will  all  their  loving  move  thee  3  ' 
Can  a  heart  sincere  and  tender 
Beat  beneath  that  garment's  splendour? 
Rich  with  gold  the  gorgeous  sheathing 
Cold  above  thy  quiel  breathing. 
Thou  are  made  of  dew  and  shimmer 
Of  the  moon  where  snow-crests  glimmer 
Wro„gi,t  ot  pure  and  scentIess  flowers  ' 
stilled  with  hush  of  starlit  hours. 
Deep  the  natal  mystery  gleaming 
Neath  thine  eyelids'  heavy  dreaming. 

—Lippincolt's  Magazine. 


BRETT  AND  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 

 ♦■  

The  third  semi-annual  general  meeting  of  shai  c- 
holdeisin  the  above  company  was  held  in  Kiel's. 
Building,  Main  Streel,  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
There  were  present  Messrs.  J.  F.  Lowder,  C.  W 
Ure,  M.  Russell,  G.  C.  Charleswortli,  and  A.  T. 
Watson,  manager.  Mr.  Donald  Eraser,  the 
managing-director  of  the  Company,  being  absent 
in  Hongkong,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Lowder  , 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Watson  seconded  by 
Mr  Ure. 

The  Chairman  said  he  need  not  trouble  theii 
Secretary  to  read  the  repoitand  accounts,  whicl 
had  been  printed  and  circulated  several  days. 
They  were  extremely  satisfactory  and  he  was  sure 
that  shareholders  would  be  pleased  to  observe  the 
development   of  the   business.     After  a  careful 
examination  of  the  figures  they  would  find  that  the 
statement  in  the  report  as  to  the  increase  of  the 
business  was  fully  borne  out.     There  was  one 
point  which  their  managing-director  had  asked  him 
to  bring  before  their  attention  that  day,  and  that 
was  to  decide  the  best  means  for   raising  further 
capital  now  rendered  necessary  by  the  increase 
in  the  business.    He  need  not  remind  them  that 
when  the  company  was  formed  the  question  arose 
as  to  the  best  means  to  follow  in  raising  the  ad- 
ditional  capital  in  the  event  of  an  increase  in  the 
business,  which  was  even   then  foreseen,  and  it 
was    decided    to    confer    upon    their  managing 
director  as  well  as  upon  the  company  certain  bor- 
rowing powers.    The  managing  director's  powers 
ran  to  the  extent  of  raising  $15,000  by  the  issue  of 
debentures.    The  company  could  also  raise  $15,000 
more.    The  managing  director  had  asked  him 
to  lay  this  matter  before  the  meeting,  as  it  was 
Considered  advisable  to  close  their  account  with 
the  bank  ;  with  those  few  remai  ks  he  would  present 
the  following  report  and  accounts. 

REPORT. 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  the  Com. 
pany's  business  for  the  half-year  ending  31st  Decern- 
ber,  1892. 

The  net  profit  for  the  period  under  review,  after 
providing  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  amounts  to 
$2,367.84  ;  out  of  this  I  propose  to  pay  a  dividend  of  5 
per  cent,  for  the  half-year,  which  will  absorb  $1,400, 
leaving  a  balance  at  credit  of  Profit  and  Loss  Account 
of  $967.84. 

The  business  has  developed  and  increased  very  much 
since  the  company  started,  more  so  than  we  could 
possibly  have  expected,  and  the  shareholders  will 
have  to  decide  upon  the  best  means  of  raising  addi- 
tional capital  to  meet  this  increase. 

The  fall  in  exchange  has  affected  us  of  course,  as 
well  as  our  neighbours,  but  on  account  of  our  in 
creased  business,  we  have  not  felt  it  so  much.  Had 
exchange  remained  fairly  steady,  as  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  we  should  have  shown  an  exceptionally 
good  account. 

D.  FRASER, 
Managing  Director. 
Yokohama,  14th  March,  1894. 

Profit  and  Loss  Account.  31ST  December,  1893 

Dr. 

Interim  Dividend  of  5  per  cent,  paid  for  half-year  end- 

ing  30th  June,  1893  $  1,400,00 

Kent  and  Insurance    ,  g0,  OI 

Wages  and  Salaries   ,,    ,„    [[[    '"  7*824  to 

General  Expenses                                                  \\]  i'.A'L 

Interest  on  Bank  Overdraft   582  60 

Advertising                                                        iu     ]  38500 

Duties  and  Landing  Charges     ..,    ...    ...    '".  45606 

Lighting  and  Water                                                  ""  ,7.5, 

Balance  of  Profits    2  ^67  $4 


Balance  from  189a  account 
Profit  on  Sales  


Cr. 


$16,342.44 

$  608.63 
»5.733  81 

J16.34a.44 

STATEMENT  OF  LIABILITIItS  AND  ASSETS  ON  3IST 
DECEMBER,  1893. 
,    ,  Liabilities. 

Cdpital,  2,800  shares  at  $10  each   *28  000.00 

National  Bank  of  China,  Limited    10  010  31 

Debentures  issued  at  $ico  each   i!joo!oo 

Sundry  Creditors    i',69o!.i8 

Balance  at  credit  of  Profit  and  Loss  Account      ...  2^367*84 

$  43.568.64 

..,$  30,584.37 
2,599.61 
125.00 
4,? 00:00 
3,316.07 
259.47 
...  1,835-98 
■45,55 


Assits. 

Stock  of  Drugs  and  Chemicals  as  per  Inventory  . 

Furniture  and  Store  Fixings   

Godown  Fixtures   

Goodwill  Account   

Sundry  Debtors   M 

Cash  on  Hand  

Aerated  Water  Plant  and  Stock' 

Value  of  unexpired  Fire  Ins.  Policies    „ 


S43. 568.60 


,  ,  D.  Frasbr,  Managing  Director. 

I  have  compared  the  above  statement  with  the  Books  and 
Vouchers  of  the  Company  and  find  the  same  in  accordance 
therewith.  Chas.  W.  Urk,  Auditor. 

Yokohama,  March  14th,  1894. 

Mr.  M.  Russell  moved  and  Mr.  Charles- 
worth  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  accounts. — 
Carried. 

This  concluded  the  business,  and  the  usual  voles 
of  thanks  to  the  Chair  and  to  Mr.  Kiel  for  the  use 
of  the  room  were  passed. 


REPORT  ON  JAPANESE  CURRENCY. 
 ♦ — 

MR.   1)1'.   B-UNSHN   TO  THE   KARL  01'  RoSKBHRY. 

Tokyo,  October  1,  1893, 
1\1Y  Lord,- [  have  the  honour  to  enclose  here- 
with a  Memorandum  by  Mr.  Spring-Rice  .elairv* 
to  the  Currency  of  Japan  and  the  production  and 
movement  of  the  Precious  Metals. 
I  have,  &c, 

(Signed)  M.  pi  Bjnsen. 

— Coinage  Regulations. 
The  Imperial  mints  at  Osaka  and  Tokyo  are 
oprn  for  the  receipt  of  bullion  from  the  public— 
both  Japanese  and  foreign— from  9  a.m.  to  noon 
every  day  in  the  year,  except  Sunday  and  holi- 
days. If  the  mints  stop  on  account  cf  any  exlia- 
01  dinar  y  occurrence  the  receipt  of  bullion  will  be 
declined,  but  due  notice  will  be  given.  Foreign 
gold  or  silver  coins  of  known  fineness  will  beie- 
ceived  at  such  fineness,  but  will  be  assayed  to 
check  its  value.  Gold  and  silver  bullion  or  coins 
of  unknown  fineness  are  remelted  and  assayed. 
After  assay  an  "acceptance  letter,"  together  with 
the  assay  report,  is  sent  to  the  importer,  who, 
after  signing  and  returning  the  acceptance  letter, 
receives  a  credit  note  for  the  value  of  the  impor- 
tation.  Payment  of  coins  for  bullion  impoitedis 
made  at  the  Bank  of  Japan  within  a  pei  iod  of  from 
5  lo  40  days  after  the  date  of  "  assay  report,"  the 
period  vaiying  according  to  the  amount. 

The  cost  of  coining  gold  coins  is  7  per  mil,  and 
that  of  silver  yen  is  10  per  mil. 

Bullion  under  750  finesnes  is  not  received.  Fees 
at  specified  rates  are- charged  for  refining.  Sub- 
ject to  these  charges  bullion  can  be  returned  to 
the  impor  ter  if  he  desires  it  without  being  coined. 

Five-yen  Gold  Pieces.— The  highest  weight 
permitted  is  129  r  grains  ;  the  lowest,  1281  grains. 

One-yen  Silver  Pieces.— The  highest  weight 
permitted  is  417-5  grains  ,  the  lowest,  414-5  grains. 
FlVE  YEN  GOLD  PIECES  AND   ONE  YEN  PIECES   

The  lowest  legal  limit  of  fineness  is  898;  and  the 
highest,  902. 

The  standard  weight  and  fineness  of  the  coins 
are  as  follows  : — 

Description.  Value.      Weight.  Fineness. 

„  Grains. 

G°ld    Yen  ...     5    •••  1.286    ...  900 

|; ver  .  •■•   1  ...  416  ...  900 

S'lver   Sen   ...    50  ...  208    ...  800 

  »     ...    20  ...  83  2  ...  800 

  i>     ...    10  ...  416  ...  800 

 •   »     •••      5  •••  20  8  ...  800 

II. — Operations  of  the  Mint. 

Operations  of  mint  for  last  year  (ending  March 
31,  1893):— 

The  importation  of  foreign  silver  bullion  was 
exceptionally  large,  and  the  coinage  of  i-yen 
silver  pieces  exceptionally  heavy. 

In  1890-91  the  weight  of  the  foreign  silver 
ingots  imported  was  6,000  troy  ounces;  in  1891- 
92  it  increased  six  hundred-fold,  and  reached  the 
amount  of  3,518,000  ounces  ;  in  1892-93,  9,683,000 
ounces. 

The  total  amount  of  bullion  imported  or  pur- 
chased during  the  financial  year  was  as  follows  :  

Description.  Standard.  Ounces. 

Gold    90O  124,436 

S',lver    900  12,697,493 

Silver    800  851,912 

Nickel   1,883,460 

Notb. — At  as  per  cent,  of  nickel. 
On  the  figures  for  1892  this  shows  an  increase 
of : — 

Description.  Ounces. 
Gold    60,803 

S,lv,er,   6,438,464 

Nickel    661,190 

No  50-sen  silver  and  no  copper  coins  were  coined. 
The  returns  of  coinage  are  as  follows  :— 
„  Description.  Value.  Number. 

G°,d   Y,e"         5   273,981 

f!  ver   Ye"         1  ".653.878 

oilver   Sen  20   2,001,107 

Silver   ,  Sen  10   6,003,312 

Nickel  ,  Sen          5  10,002,506 

As  compared  with  1892  this  shows  an  increase  of  

Description.  Value.  Number. 

Gold    Yen    5    49,014 

Silver    „    1    3,838,648 

Silver    Sen    10    1,000,556 

And  a  decrease  in  20-sen  silver  coins  of  500,271. 

The  average  weight  and  fineness  of  the  coins 
struck  from  April  to  December,  1893,  were  : — 

Weight  of 

Description.  Value,    j.ooo  pieces.  Fineness. 

Grains. 

Gold   Yen  ...    5  ...  128,604  ...  899-99 

Silver    „    ...    1  ...  416,004  ...  90001 

Silver    Sen  ...  20  ...    83,197  ...  800-33 

The  deviation  from  the  standard  weight  for 
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gold  was  4  grains  heavy  per  1,000;  for  silver, 
I  yen  llie  same  ;  for  silver  20  sen,  3  grains  light. 
32  per  cent,  of  the  gold  coins  and  10  per  cent, 
of  the  silver  coins  assayed  were  of  exact  900 
standard  fineness. 

The  annual  trial  of  pyx  coins  had  not  taken 
place  at  the  date  of  the  report,  and  the  above 
results  were  obtained  from  the  number  of  pieces 
delivered  and  their  aveiage  weights,  and  the 
results  of  assays  on  554  gold  pieces,  and  5,917 
l-yen  silver  coins. 

Besides  the  coinage,  ingots  of  refined  gold  were 
manufactured  to  the  value  of  1,196,319  yen  (at 
present  equal  to  149,540?.),  and  of  silver  to  the 
value  of  146,967  yen  (equal  to  18,370/.). 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  work  of  the 
mint  in  1871,  to  March,  1893,  the  amount  of  coins 
struck  is  as  follows  : — 

Description.  Nominal  Value. 

Gold    64,945,143 

Silver    126,315.142 

Nickel   4.768,437 

Copper    12,418,056 

The  coinage  of  copper  ceased  in  1882  when  the 
coinage  of  nickel  coins  commenced. 

The  weight  of  the  l-yen  gold  coin  is  '4444  mom 
me=2$.-]2  grains  (.900  fine);  and  of  the  l-yen 
silver  coin  7.18848  momme=\l6  grains  (.900  fine) ; 
i.e.,  at  the  ratio  of  16.17408  to  I. 

The  silver  yen  is  the  commercial  measure  of 
value ;  the  gold  yen  is  purchasable  as  a  commodity 
at  ihe  following  rate  :— 

Table  showing  Purchasable  Rate  of  the  Gold  Yen 
during  the  months  of  February-August,  1893. 

Date.  Amount. 

*  Gold  Yen.  Silver  Yen. 

February    68  873  =  100 

March    67-974 

April    67  953 

May    68  461 

June    67795 

July    62-50 

August    61-25 

III.— Currency  of  Japan. — (A.)  Paper. 

Before  the  restoration  the  ratio  of  gold  to  silver 
was  11  to  1.  Coins  varied  in  weight  and  purity 
according  to  place  of  origin  and  the  province 
in  which  they  circulated.  In  the  latter  days  of 
the  Shoguuate  the  coinage  was  much  debased, 
and  the  good  coins  had  been  exported  or  were 
hoarded  and  had  disappeared  from  circulation. 

The  distrust  of  coinage  thus  created  enabled  the 
Government  to  make  large  issues  of  paper  money 
(under  a  pledge  of  repayment  in  13  years)  which 
look  the  place  of  the  former  specie  and  notes. 
The  measure  was  inevitable,  as  the  Government 
had  no  other  means  of  meeting  its  liabilities.  The 
deficit  in  1868  was  15,000,000  yen ;  in  1869, 
10,000,000  yen,  in  1872,  25,000,000  yen.  At  first 
it  was  found  necessary  to  resoi  t  to  severe  measures 
to  secure  the  circulation  of  the  Government  paper ; 
but  after  two  years,  when  the  country  had  settled 
down  and  when  confidence  was  restored,  the 
paper  money  circulated  at  par  with  coin,  and  even 
above  par.  Steps  were  taken  with  a  view  to  with- 
draw the  paper  and  currency  of  the  former  Go- 
vernments. The  paper  issued  by  the  Feudal 
Governments  was  valued  at  38,000,000  yen  and 
represented  coins  of  a  great  vaiiety  of  names  and 
values,  measures  of  rice,  domestic  utensils,  and 
even  umbrellas.  Government  paper  money  to 
the  value  of  23,000,000 yen  was  issued  in  its  place 
( 1 873) •  I"  1 87 1  the  new  mint  was  established 
and  coinage  commenced.  By  the  end  of  1873 
gold  coins  to  the  value  of  26,000,000  yen  had  been 
struck  and  silver  coins  to  the  value  of  7,000,000 
yen. 

In  the  next  5  years  (1873-1877)  there  was  a 
gradual  increase  in  the  circulation,  of  Govern- 
ment paper  without,  however,  affecting  its  value. 
The  denominations  weie  at  first  of  "10  rio, 
"  5  rio,"  "  1  rio,"  "  \  rio,"  and  "  \  1  io."  There  was 
no  exact  measure  of  the  value  of  the  rio,  but  in  1871 
the  coinage  regulations  were  instituted  and  the  1  io 
was  made  to  coriespond  to  l  yen  of  gold  coin. 

New  denominations  of  notes  were  issued.  In 
Decembei  1873  the  total  amount  of  paper  money 
issued  amounted  to  120,000,000 yen  besides  i'rea 
sury  bills  to  meet  current  expenses.  All  this 
paper  was  inconvertible. 

Up  to  1878  the  Government  paper  had  kept  its 
value.  In  1876  a  gi  eat  demand  for  Japanese  silk 
resulted  in  an  appreciation  of  the  paper  currency. 
Coin  did  not  circulate  in  the  country  districts  and 
the  paper  was  insufficient. 

With  a  view  to  supply  this  want  the  regulations 
of  the  National  Banks  weie  altered.  These  banks 
were  established  in  1872,  but  the  former  regula- 
tions obliged  them  to  redeem  their  own  notes  in 
specie  and  the  result  was  a  failure.  By  the  new 
regulations  the  notes  were  made  converible  into 
Government  cm  1  eucy.  Eight-tenths  of  the  capital 
was  to  be  in  Government  bonds  and  two-tenlhsheld 


in  Government  currency  [i.e.  paper)  as  a  reserve. 
Notes  to  an  equal  amount  could  be  issued,  which 
notes  were  made  legal  tender.  The  recent  issue 
of  the  Pension  bonds  made  the  scheme  easily 
feasible.  The  former  military  class  could  thus 
find  employment  for  their  capital. 

In  1879  Ihe  number  of  banks  was  153  and  their 
note  issue  34,000,000  yen,  the  maximum  allowed 
under  the  Act. 

In  1880  the  amouns  of  paper  currency  circulat- 
ing was  estimated  at  about  150,000,000  yen.  As 
a  result  of  this  large  increase  of  inconvertible 
paper  money  and  bank  notes  specie  became  ap- 
preciated. In  1880  the  premium  on  coin  was  50 
per  cent.  ;  and  to  prevent  a  continued  rise,  a  large 
amount  of  silver  coin  was  issued.  The  movement 
of  trade  was,  however,  unfavourable,  and  in  spile  of 
various  expedients  resorted  to  by  the  Government, 
the  rise  in  the  value  of  silver  money  continued. 
[11  April,  1881,  the  premium  on  coin  was  79  per 
cent. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Government  was 
strongly  urged  to  contract  a  foreign  loan  wilh  a 
view  of  obtaining  specie  for  ihe  redemption  of 
paper  ;  but  the  project  was  not  adopted. 

In  October,  1881,  Count  Matsukata  became 
Finance  Minister,  and  under  his  administration 
the  following  measures  were  adopted  :  — 

I.  — The  National  Bank  of  Japan  was  established 
(1882).  The  main  points  of  its  charter  were  the 
following  :— (1).  It  was  to  last  30  years  ;  (2)  the 
capital  was  10  be  10,000,000  yen,  one-fifth  to  be 
paid  up  at  once;  (3)  the  Government  to  take  one- 
half  of  the  capital  and  to  entrust  the  bank  with 
the  administration  of  its  financial  business;  (4) 
the  bank  to  have  the  privilege  of  issuing  convei 
tible  notes. 

II.  — The  reform  of  the  National  Banks.  Their 
aggregate  reserve  was  about  10, 000,000 yen,  and 
their  note  issue  32,000,000  yen.  The  reserves 
were  Io  be  deposited  with  ihe  Bank  of  Japan 
as  a  fund  for  ihe  redemption  of  the  notes, 
together  with  2\  per  cent,  of  the  bank's  note  issues 
As  a  result  of  the  scheme  the  whole  of  the  note 
issue  of  the  banks  was  to  be  redeemed  in  Govern 
ment  currency  by  1898. 

HI. — The  pin  chase  of  bullion  out  of  the  reserve 
fund.  From  the  year  1867  the  Government  had 
attempted  to  form  a  reserve  fund  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  notes.  By  1872  it  had  reached  the  sum 
of  16,000,000  yen,  and  in  1883  53,000,000  yen. 
Ihe  Government  by  the  issue  of  exchangeable 
notes,  specie  bonds,  and  direct  purchase  was_  en- 
abled by  1885  to  accumulate  bullion  and  specie  to 
the  value  of  40,000,000  yen,  of  which  13,000,000 
yen  were  in  gold. 

IV. —  The  withdrawal  of  notes.  Funds  for  the 
purpose  of  withdrawing  21,000,000  yen  were  ob- 
tained by  annual  appropriations.  The  sale  of 
"  Kinsatsu  Exchange  Bonds"  supplied  means 
for  withdrawing  10,000,000  yen  more.  By  ihe 
spiing  of  1885  the  total  amount  of  paper  in  circu- 
lation had  been  reduced  to  about  90,000,000  yen, 
and  accordingly  a  notification  was  issued  (June, 
1885),  thai  after  January  I,  1886,  the  paper 
currency  would  be  ledeemed  in  silver  "by 
degrees,"  and  that  ihe  paper  thus  redeemed  would 
be  destroyed. 

In  order  to  substitute  convertible  notes  for  the 
inconvertible  paper  the  Bank  of  Japan  was  em- 
powered to  issue  notes  under  the  following  con- 
ditions : — 

1.  Against  an  equal  amount  of  gold  or  silver 
coin  or  bullion. 

2.  Against  Government  bonds,  Treasury  bills, 
deeds,  and  commercial  bills. 

The  amount  not  to  exceed  700,000,000 yen,  sub- 
ject to  a  reduction  in  proportion  to  the  redemption 
of  National  Bank  paper. 

3.  If  considered  advisable,  the  bank  was  em 
powered  to  issue  nolgs  in  addition  to  this  sum, 
paying  a  tax  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
amount  issued. 

The  bank  was  to  lend  22,000,000 yen  to  the  Go 
vernmentat  first  at  2  per  cent.,  and  afterwards 
wilhout  interest,  to  be  employed  for  the  redemption 
of  p^per  currency. 

The  result  of  these  operations]  since  1883  has 
been  that  the  Government  paper  money  in  circu 
lation  has  been  reduced  from  98,000,000  yen  to  the 
present  amount  of  23,000,000  yen.  The  convertible 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Japan  have  increased  from 
4,000,000 yen  in  1885  to  1 10,000,000  yen. 

The  amount  of  the  National  Bank  notes  lias 
been  reduced  from  34,000,000  yen  to  23,ooo,ooo_ye« 
The  reserve  and  securities  of  the  Bank  of  Japan 
amount  to  136,000,000  yen,  of  which  22,000,000 
yen  is  in  gold  coin  and  bullion,  64,000,000  yen  in 
silver,  and  the  iesl  in  bonds,  bills.  &c. 

This  shows  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year 
when    the    teserve    and    securities   amounted  to 
116,000,000  yen,  and   the  notes  in  circulation  to 
94,000,000  yen.    The  silver  reserve  has  increased 


from  43,664,000,000  yen,  and  the  gold  decreased 
from  22,700,000  yen  to  21,806,000/6/2. 

B. — Metallic. 
In  1871  ihe  mint  was  opened  for  the  reception 
of  bullion.  Gold  coins  of  20  yen,  10  yen,  5  yen,  2 
yen,  and  I  yen  are  struck,  as  well  as  silver  of  I 
yen,  50  sen,  20  sen,  5  sen.  During  the  first  year 
the  nominal  value  of  the  coins  struck  was — gold, 
14,488,980  yen  ;  and  silver,  5,689,685 yen. 

The  standard  weight  of  llie  gold_ye«  was  25-72 
grains  ;  and  the  silver  yen  416  grains,  bolh  90  fine. 

The  go\d  yen  was  the  unit  and  was  legal  tender 
to  any  amount. 

For  convenience  of  commerce  at  the  open  ports 
silver  trade  dollar  of  420  grains  was  coined  for 
Japanese  or  foreigners  on  application.  It  was  to 
be  used  solely  in  the  payment  of  import  and  ex- 
duties  and  all  other  taxes  at  the  open  ports, 
and  in  operation  between  Japanese  and  foreign 
merchants.  It  was  unavailable  for  the  payment 
of  internal  laxes,  and  was  not  to  be  generally 
current,  though  any  peisons  could  use  it  by 
mutual  agreement  in  making  or  receiving  pay- 
ments. The  relative  value  of  the  silver  trade 
dollar  and  the  standard  gold  coin  was  declared  in 
1875  to  be  at  the  rate  of  100  silver  yen  for  101 
gold  yen. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  the  new  silver  coins 
were  melted  down  while  the  old  Mexican  dollars, 
though  inferior  in  weight,  were  alone  current,  and 
in  1878  the  coinage  of  the  trade  dollar  was 
abolished,  and  the  coinage  of  the  dollar  of  416 
grains  resumed. 

In  1878  it  was  finally  lesolved  to  abandon  llie 
simple  gold  standard.  By  a  notification,  dated 
May  27,  l\\eyen  of  416  grains  and  900  fineness  was 
made  universally  current  in  all  public  and  private 
transactions  and  without  limit.  In  1879  it  was 
declared  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  ihe 
silver  yen  would  be  received  at  par  with  the  Mexi- 
can dollar  by  every  Department.  European  banks 
followed  suit.  In  1883  the  payment  of  interest  in 
ihe  Kinsatsu  Exchange  Bonds,*  orignally  to  be 
made  in  gold  or  silver,  was  made  payable  in  silver 
alone. 

From  the  commencement  in  1871  to  March  31, 
1873,  the  gold  coins  struck  were  of  the  nominal 
value  of  65,000,000  yen,  and  the  silver  coins  of  the 
value  of  130,000,000 yen. 

From  1872  to  1892  the  value  of  ihe  export  of 
gold  from  Japan  amounted  to  about  70,000,000 
silver  yen,  and  of  silver  to  106,000,000  yen. 

In  the  same  peiiod  the  import  of  gold  amounted 
to  the  value  of  10,000,000  yen,  and  of  silver  to 
124,000,000  yen.  The  import  of  gold  was  almost 
entirely  bullion,  piincipally  from  Korea,  and  the 
export  Japanese  coin  old  and  new. 

Out  of  the  70,000,000  yen  exported  55,000,000 
yen  worth  was  in  "  Japanese  gold  coin,"  and 
9,000,000  yen  in  "  Nibu  "  and  "Nishu"  (old 
coin).  Thus  about  nine-thirteenths  of  the  gold 
coins  struck  in  the  mint  have  been  exported.  In 
1892  about  1,000,000  yen  (gold)  was  struck,  and 
more  than  6,000,000  yen  exported.  From  1888 
to  1892  the  amount  struck  was  6,000,000  yen 
(nominal  value),  and  the  amount  exported  was 
8,000,000 yen  (nominal  value). 

The  product  of  the  mines  from  1885  to  1891 
was  gold  about  108,000  ozs.  and  silver  about 
7,460,000  ozs.  This  product  if  correct  would  have 
been  upwards  of  2,000,000  gold  yen  and  8,000,000 
silver  yen,  or  an  average  of  333,000  gold  yen  and 
I.333'000  s''vei'  yen  Per  annum.  The  table  an- 
nexed (Note  B)  will  show  that  the  production  of 
silver  is  relatively  increasing. 

It  is  plain  that  if  the  present  rate  of  depletion 
continues  there  will  be  soon  very  little  gold  left  in 
the  country.  Since  last  year  the  value  of  the  gold 
coin  and  bullion  held  in  the  Bank  of  Japan  has 
diminished  from  22,700,000  yen  to  2 1,806,000  yen, 
while  the  value  of  the  silver  coin  and  bullion  has 
largely  increased. 

Note  A. 

In  the  three  months  ending  July  31  last  llie  ex- 
ports of  gold  coin  amounted  to  520,000  yen  in 
value,  ami  the  imports  of  gold  bullion  lo  135,000 
yen.  In  ihe  same  three  months  the  export  of 
silver  exceeded  llie  import:  the  export  amounting 
to  4,500,000  yen  and  the  import  to  something  over 
1,000,000  yen. 

Note  B. 
Product  of  Japanese  MiNBS.f 


Year. 

1885-  86 

1886-  87 

1887-  88 

1888-  89 

1889-  90 

1890-  91 


Gold. 
Ounces. 


Silver. 
Ounces. 


8,827    767,656 

14,963    1,084,852 

16,768    1,147,113 

I9.057    1.376,436 

24,709    1,382,611 

23  632    1,703,878 


*  See  "  Report  on  National  Debt  of  Japan," 
Miscellaneous  Series  No.  399,  1893. 
t  "  Resume  Statistique,"  p.  id. 
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Note  C. 

The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coinage  actually 
in  circulation  at  'lie  eml  of  August,  189.3,  was 
ofl]  1  i.illy  estimate d  as  follows  :  — 
Description. 


Value. 
Yen. 

Gold    5.837.892 

Silver   26,481,307 

This  total  is  ai  lived  at    by   subtracting  1I1 
amount  of  reserve  in  (lie  Bank  of  japan  and  the 
amount  exported  from  the  total  coinage. 

The  amouht  of  old  gold  and  silver  coinage  10 
Japan  at  the  end  of  Match,  1892,  was  estimated 
at  follows  :  — 

Inscription.  Value. 

Ye... 

Gold   68,350,683 

Silver   20, 106,61  7 

Since  March,  1892,  the  net  impoit  of  silver  was 
about  21,000,000  yen  and  the  net  export  of  gold 
about  8,000,000  yen  in  value.  At  that  date  the  gold 
and  silver  coinage,  old  and  new,  was  estimated  at 
(gold)  about  83,500,000  yen  in  value  and  (silvei ) 
about  81,500,000  yen. 

This  estimate  leaves  out  of  account  the  coins 
melted  down,  lost,  or  exported  without  lecoid 
being  kept.  It  is  probably  largely  beyond  the 
mark.  All  the  gold  which  appears  in  the  market 
is  bought  up  for  export,  and  the  22,000,000  yen's 
worth  of  gold  in  the  Tieasury  is  all  which  can  be 
said  with  certainly  to  exist  in  Japan. 


STREET  LIGHTING. 


REFORT. 

The  following  statement  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  past  year  is  published  by  the  Gas 
Committee  for  the  information  of  Subscribers: — 

The  Committee. — A.  O.  Gay  (Chairman),  A.  Dumb- 
LIN  (Hon.  Treasurer),  J.  H.  Brooke,  J.  Ph.  von  Hemert 
W.  B.  Walter,  Hknky  Baehr, 

Balance  from  account  Ma.ch  23rd,  1894   5  014.06 

Receipts  from  subscribers  for  the  past  year    3j584^S5 

Interest  on  Bank  deposit  $800  at  5  per  cent  '  40.1 


Expenditures  : 
Payments  to  the  Gas  Works  for  lighting  133 

„     lar"Ps    $3,284.82 

Secretary  s  services  at  $30  per  month    360.00 

Stationery,  &c  ,   24.00 


4.S38.6I 


3,668.8a 


Balance . 


Yokohama,  March  16th,  1894. 


  $  869.79 

A.  Dumelin,  Hon.  Treasurer. 


Yen. 


Total  Amount  collected  last  year   3i64S  7S 

Total  Amount  collected  this  year   „,.,  3,'584!5s 


Decrease 


  61.20 

Expenditure  last  year    ,  _I0 

Expenditure  this  year   3668  82 

Decrease  ,   ^58 


299.00 


Arrears  due  and  collectable  

Arrears  due  and  doubtful  

The  present  Income  per  month  is  about 

Less  Secretary's  Commission  and  Stationery  „.....„'.„',,',  32 

267,00 

Less  Subscribers  who  refuse  to  pay,  and  left   


The  present  Expenditure  per  month  is  on  194  lamps  in 
the  Settlement ;  2  lamps  on  Yatobashi;6  lamps  on 
Yatosaka  ;  132  lamps  at  Yen  1.29  a  lamp  per  month 


261.70 


249.48 


SUPREME  COURT,  HONGKONG. 


In  Original  Jurisdiction. 

Before  His  Honour  Sir  Fielding  Clarke, 
Justice,  and  a  Special  Jury. — Monday, 
5th  March. 


Chief 


CANADIAN  PACIFIC    RAILWAY  CO.  V.  MESSRS. 
DODWELL,  CARLLIL  &  CO. 

This  was  a  claim  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company  against  George  Benjamin  Dodwell 
and  another  to  recover  from  them  a  sum  of  £1,000 
retained  by  them  after  they  bad  ceased  to  be  the 
agents  of  the  plaintiffs. 

The  following  were  on  the  jury  : — Messrs  R 
M.  Moses.  W.  R.  Loxley,  H.  H.  Joseph,  W.  H. 
Ray,  M.  C.  J.  Grote,  R.  M.  Gray,  and  B.  Layton. 

Mr.  A.  J.  LpacIi,  Q.C.  (instructed  by  Mi. 
Wright,  of  Mr.  V.  H.  Deacon's  office),  represen  ted 
the  plaintiffs;  and  Mr.  J.J.  Francis,  Q.C.  (in- 
structed by  Mr.  H.  J.  Gedge,  of  Messis.~Johnson. 
Stokes  and  Master),  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Leach  said  the  claim  was  for  a  sum  of 
£1,000,  which  was  the  balance  tetained  by  the 
defendants  out  of  monies  in  their  hands  at  the 
termination  of  their  agency  for  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  with  interest  at  the 
rate  of  8  per  cent,  from  May  24,  1892,  to  the  date 
of  the  issue  of  the  writ.  The  defendants  in  their 
answer  to  the  petition  admitted  the  retention  of 


the   money,  but   claimed  that  they   weu:  justly 
en  titled  to  it  as  remuneration  for  wmk  done 
Up  (o  May,  1891,  the  steamship  seivice  belwer 
Hongkong  and   Vancouver  was  not  the  property 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific   Railway   Company  but 
the  enterprise  of    Mr.  William    Peaice.  I'll 
agency  for  both  Mr.  Peaice  and  the  Cauadla 
Pacific  Railway  Company  was  in  the  hands  < 
Messis.   Adamson,   Bell  &  Co.,  of   which  firm 
Mr.  Geo.  B.  Dodwell,  one  of  the  defendants,  was 
a  salai  ied  assistant.     Mr.  Dodwell  was  appoinlei 
the  general  agent    in   China  and  Japan  fo 
mattei  s  pei  tabling  to  the  Company.     He  was  to  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  per  annum  for  his  ser 
vices  lluough  Messis.  Adamson,  Bell  &  Co.  I 
May,  1891,  the  firm  of  Adamson,  Bell  &  Co.  be 
came  bankrupt,  and  the  new  firm  of  Messrs.  Dod 
well,  Carlill  &  Co.  was  immediately  stalled,  talc 
ing  over  the  business  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Company.    Mr.  Geo.  B.  Dodwell  continued  to 
be  agent   for  the  Company    in    the    East.  In 
March,    1891,    the  agieement   existing  between 
Mr.    William    Peaice    and    the    plaintiff  Com 
pany   was  terminated   and    the    Company  then 

commenced  to  run  their  own  line  of  steameis  

the  Empress  line  being  established,  with  the  head 
office  at  Hongkong.  The  principal  work  of  th 
agency  in  Hongkong  was  done  by  Mr.  G.  B 
Dodwell,  but  a  large  portion  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  fiim  of  Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co.  A  great  deal 
of  woik  outside  that  usually  undertaken  by 
shipping  agent  was  peiformed.  Having  lead  the 
petition  and  answer,  Mr.  Leach  submitted  that  the 
burden  of  proof  rested  with  his  friend,  who  had  to 
show  that  his  clients  were  justified  in  the  retention 
of  the  money. 

His  Lordship  said  that  if  counsel  had  agreed  on 
this  course  he  had  no  objection  to  offer. 

Mr.  Francis  said  that  he  was  prepared  to  open 
the  case.    In  the  first  place  he  pointed  out  that  the 
defendant  was  not  Mr.  G.  B.  Dodwell  but  the  firm 
of   Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co.    When  Mr.,  now  Sir 
Will  lam,  Pearce,  of  Glasgow,  was  running  the 
line  of  steameis  between    Hongkong  and  Van- 
couver the  profits  of   the    traffic  were  divided 
between  Sir  William    Pearce  and  the  Railway 
Company.     Dining  the  existence  of  that  agree 
merit    the  old    firm    of  Adamson,    Bell  &  Co. 
acted    as    Agents    (or    both     paities,     and  the 
superintendence    of    the    steameis    was    in  the 
hands  of  Capt.  Hopkins,    who   was  responsible 
to  Sir  William  Peaice.    Adamson,  Bell  &  Co 
were  simply  agents  to  collect  cargo  and  pas- 
sengers and  look  after  the  fi  eights  and  to  repre 
sent  the  C.P.R.    They  received  a  commission  of  5 
per  cent,  under  two  separate  contracts  with  boll 
employers.    Towards  the  end  of  1890  the  C.P.R. 
Co.  determined  to  have  steamei  s  of  their  own,  and 
Mr.  Dodwell,  who  had  been  18  or  19  years  in  the 
firm  of  Adamson,  Bell  &  Co.,  and  was  a  gentleman 
of  gieat  experience  in  shipping,  was  authorised  to 
go  to  Monti  eal  and  London  and  make  any  arrange- 
ments he  liked  with  the  C.P.R.  Company.  The 
esult  of  numerous  inteiviews  was  that  Adamson, 
Bell  &  Co.  were  to  continue  as  agents  and  were 
to  receive  a  commission  of  4  per  cent,  on  the 
net    outturn    of    passengers    and    cargo.  M 
Dodwell    was   appointed    at   the  general  agent 
for  the  whole  of  the  East,  and  was  to  look  aftet 
their  business  and  manage  the  new  line  ineveiy 
possible    way — in    fact    he    was    empowered  to 
do  everything  that  he  liked  short  of  selling  the 
steameis.    The  arrangement  made  was  that 
was  to  1  emain  in  the  service  of  Adamson,  Bell  & 
Co.,  and  that  Adamson,  Bell  &  Co.  were  to  receive 
an  annual  sum  of  £l,000  a  year  towards  paying 
Mr.  Dodwell's  salary  and  expenses.    He  remain- 
ed in  their  service,  and  was  paid  by  them,  but 
independently  he  was  the  general  agent  of  the  C, 
P.  R.  Co.     Under  the  new  arrangement,  Adam- 
son, Bell  &  Co.  were  to  do  for  the  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
what    they    pieviously    had   done    for  Sir  Wil- 
iam   Peaice.      On    May  7th,    1 891.  Adamson, 
Bell  &  Co.   failed,   while  Mr.   Dodwell  was  in 
Japan.    The  failure,  however,  had  been  foreseen 
and  provided  for,  and  immediately  on    its  an- 
nouncement the  new  fiim  of  Dodwell,  Cailill  & 
Co.  was  established.    Communications  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  C.P.R.  Co.  tequesting  that  the 
agency  held    by  Adamson,    Bell  &  Co.  should 
be  transferred  to   Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co.,  and 
this  was  done.    From  the  memoianda  and  letters 
it   would  be  clear    that    the  C.P.R.  Company 
fully    understood    and  agreed    that  the  agency 
of  Dodwell,  Carlill  &   Co.  should  be  held  on 
precisely   the    same     terms   and    conditions  as 
Adamson,    Bell    &    Co.   had   held  it.     It  was 
decided     that    the    head    office    should  be  in 
Hongkong,  and  when  the  Empress  steamers  first 
started  running  Mr.  Dodwell    and    the   firm  of 
Messis.  Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co.  had  an  enormous 
amount  of  work  to  do,  not  only  in  attending  to 
passengers   and    cargo  —  which    was   really  the 
business  of  the  agency— but  in  a   large  num- 


ber of  incidental  details  connected  with  the 
boats.  The  work  thus  agreed  to  be  done  by 
Adamson,  Bell  &  Co.,  was  being  peifoimed  by 
Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co.  The  great  amount  of  extra 
Work  entailed  in  arranging  the  initial  step*  of  this 
enleipiise  was  mainly  performed  by  Mr.  Dodwell 
himself,  and  foi  this  extra  labour  a  sum  of  £1,000 
was  si  t  down  as  being  a  fair  remuneration,  and 
this  ihev  claimed  they  weie  entitled  to  retain, 

Mi.  G.  R.  Dodwell  was  then  examined  at  great 
length  on  the  history  of  the  agency,  and  the  details 
of  the  extra  work,  over  and  above  the  passenger 
and  cargo  liaffic  business  which  had  been  entailed. 
A  mass  of  correspondence  was  read. 

Mi .  Whealler  also  gave  evidence,  and  Ihe  Coin  t 
adjourned  at  5.30,  until  the  7th  insl.,  his  Lordship 
suggesting  that  perhaps  in  the  meantime  some 
arrangement  might  be  arrived  al. 


Wednesday,  71I1  March. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co.,  Limited, 
sued  Messrs.  Dodwell,  Cailill  and  Co.  for  the  re- 
covery'of  £1,000  retained  by  defendants  out  of  the 
plaintiff  Company's  moneys  on  giving  up  the 
agency.  Mr.  A.  J.  Leach,  Q.C,  instiucted  by 
Mi.  V.  H.  Deacon,  appealed  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Francis,  Q.C,  instiucted 
by  Messis.  Johnson,  Stokes,  and  Master,  for  the 
defendants. 

The  following  were  the  special  jury: — Messis 
R.  M.  Moses,  W.  H.  Loxley,  H.  H.  Joseph,  W. 
H.  Ray,  Max.  Grote,  R.  M.  Gray,  and  B.  Layton. 

The  pleadings  stated  that  the  plaintiffs  de- 
manded payment  of  £l,000  not  accounted  for  on 
the  cl  osing  of  accounts  between  defendants  and 
plaintiffs.  The  defendants  on  the  other  hand 
alleged  that  the  amount  of  $6,500  (which  then 
amounted  to  £1,000)  was  due  as  commission  from 
plaintiffs  to  defendants  for  services  rendered  out- 
side of  the  contract  originally  made  by  plaintiffs 
with  Adamson,  Bell  &  Co.,  and  taken  over  by  the 
plaintiffs. 

Mr.  Fiancis  said — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce to  your  Lordship  that  my  friend  and  myself 
'iave  come  to  an  arrangement  to  settle  this  case, 
and  we  neednot  trouble  your  Lordship  any  further. 
The  memorandum  stating  pai  ticulars  of  the  set- 
tlement will  be  filed  by  the  solicitors  in  the  case. 

His  Lordship  —  I  am  very  glad,  I  am  sure,  that 
you  have  come  to  an  amicable  settlement,  and  I 
am  quite  sure  you  are  not  sorry  either. 

We  understand  that  the  terms  of  settlement  are 
that  the  defendants  refund  the  plaintiffs  a  sum  of 
$5,000,  out  of  the  $6,500  said  to  be  due,  each  party 
paying  its  own  costs. — China  Mail. 


March  I2th. 

IN  THE   MATTER  OF  THE  HYOGO  HOTEL,  LIMITED. 

This  was  the  adjourned  hearing  of  an  applica- 
tion, on  a  judge's  summons,  by  the  liquidator  of 
the  Hyogo  Hotel,  Limited,  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  calls  for  $48,000  made  on  the  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai   Banking    Corporation,    who  accepted 
iability  for  Mr.  R.  H.  Cook,  their  managerat  Kobe. 
The  Bank,  on  the  other  hand,  moved  the  Court  to 
strike  their  name  off  the  list  of  conti  ibutories. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Leach,  Q.C.  (instructed  by  Mr.  E. 
Ellis,  of  Mr.  V.  H.  Deacon's  office),  appeared 
the  liquidator  of   the    Hotel,  and    Mr.  J.  J. 
Fiancis  Q.C.  (instiucted  by  Mr.  G.  C.  C.  Master, 
of  Messi  s.  Johnson,  Stokes,  &  Master),  for  the  Bank. 

The  case,  it  will  be  remembered,  came  before 
the  Court  in  January  last  and  was  adjourned  in 
der  that  a  number  of  papers,  books,  and  affi- 
Javits  might  be  obtained.  In  the  meantime  the 
matter  has  been  brought  before  his  lordship  in 
Chambers. 

Mr.  Francis  said  that,  as  his  lordship  was  aware 
the  defendants  found  themselves  on  the  list  of  con- 
tribuloiies  and  were  prima  facie  liable   for  the 
amount  claimed.    There  was  an  onus  resting  on 
them  to  prove  that  the  calls  had  been  paid.  In 
the  first  place  they  relied  on  the  fact  that  a 
receipt    had    been    given — though    the  original 
could    not    be    found — for    the    payment.  He 
thought  that  he  would  be  able   to  satisfy  the 
ourt    that  such   a  receipt  had    been    in  their 
possession,  although  now  it  was  not  in  evidence. 
11  the  second  place  he  submitted  that  they  were 
the  bona  fide  owners  without  notice  of  any  irregu- 
larity, and  therefore  it  rested  with  the  other  side 
how  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  some  gross 
negligence.      There  was  evidence  that  this  had 
been  a  cash  transaction,  and  that  there  had  all 
along  been  a  deliberate  intention  that  it  should  be 
cash  transaction,  and  the  onus  of  proving  the 
reverse  was  on  the  other  side. 

Counsel  then  proceeded  to  read  a  number  of  in- 
terrogatories affidavits,  and  letters  relative  to  the 
case,  quoting  frequently  from  authorities  beating 
on  the  points  raised. 

The  hearing  of  the  arguments  occupied  the 
whole  of  the  day. — Daily  Press. 
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LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  March  20. 

The  Times  says  that  it  is  regarded  as  certain, 
in  the  best  informed  Radical  circles,  that  a  dis- 
solution of  Parliament  will  take  place. 

Louis  Kossuth  is  dead. 

London,  March  22. 

Mr.  Gladstone  has  now  a  cataract  in  both 
eyes  In  a  letter  to  his  electors  he  says  the 
question  whether  he  will  retain  his  seat  and 
continue  his  attendance  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  depend  upon  the  state  of  his  health. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
US  Senate  are  discussing  a  new  Chinese 
Treaty  superseding  the  Exclusion  Acts  and  per- 
mitting restricted  admission. 


TKossuth,  Louis,  ex-Governor  of  Hungary,  was  born  April  ai. 
.802  at  Monok,  in  the  county  of  Zemplin.  where  his  father 
was  a  small  owner,  of  the  noble  class.  Louis  was  educated 
It  the  Protestant  College  of  Scharasehpatack,  where  he 
qualified  himself  for  the  profession  of  a "/^^ate.  obtamed 
his  diploma  in  i8j6,  and  ill  1830  became  a«ent  to  the  Coun- 
tess Siapary.  and  as  such  sat  in  the  Com.tal  Assembly  At 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  he  took  his  seat  in  the  National  Diet 
of  Presburg,  as  representative  of  a  magnate.  He  published 
repo t of  the  proceedings  of  this  assembly  on  lithographed 
sheets!  until  thev  were  suppressed  by  the  Government,  and 
afterwards  in  MS.  circulars.  The  Government,  which  de- 
termined not  to  allow  reports  of  parliamentary  debates 
to  become  current  in  Hungary,  prosecutea  him  for  high 
treason;  and  in  he  was  sentenced  to  four  years  im- 

prisonment.   After  .bout  a  year  and  a  half  of  confinement, 
he  was  liberated  under  an  act  of  amnesty.    In  January, 
,84,    he  became  chief  editor  of  the  HtrUp    a  newspaper 
publ  shed  at  Pesth.     His  influence  with   his  countrymen 
stead  ly  increased  until,  in  March,  1848,  he  entered  Vienna 
with  a  deputation  to  urge  the  claims  of  his  country  upon  the 
Government,  and  returned  to  Presburg  as  Minister  of  Finance. 
Under  his  influence  the  internal  reforms  which  he  had  ad- 
vocated  were  carried  out;  the  last  remains  of  the  oppressive 
feudal  system  were  swept  away,  and  the  peasants  were  de- 
clared free  from  all  slgnorial  claims,  the  country  undertaking 
to  indemnify  the  landlords.   The  Diet  was  dissolved,  and  a 
new  Diet  summoned  for  July  2,  by  which  Kossutn  was  created 
Governor  of  Hungary,  and  he  held  that  post  during  the  civil 
war  of  1848-0.    After  the  efforts  of  the  Hungarians  had  been 
crushed,  mainly  by  the  aid  of  Russian  armed  intervention, 
Kossuth  was  compelled  to  retire  to  Turkey.     He  reached 
Schumla  with  Ben,  Dembinski,  Perczel,  Guyon    and  J.ooo 
men,  and  was  appointed  a  residence  in  Widdm.    Austria  ana 
Russia  wished  the  refugees  to  be  given  up,  in  which  case 
they  which  probablv  have  been  executed.   Through  the  inter- 
vention  of  England  and  France,  the  demand  was  refused. 
The  late  Sultan  behaved  with  great  humanity  and  disinterest- 
edness   on  the  occasion.    The  refugees    were  removed  to 
Kutahia,  In  Asia  Mirror,  where  they  remained  prisoners  until 
Z  a,  ,8<i.    Kossuih  left  Kutahia  S-pt.  1,  and  after  touch- 
ing"at  Spezzia,  called  at  Marseilles,  but  was  refused  permis- 
sion to   travel  through    France.     Having   been  hospitably 
received  at  Gibraltar  and  at  Lisbon,  he  reached  Southampton 
Oct    38    sailed  for  the  United  States  Nov.  21,  and  m-.de  a 
tour,  agitating  in  favour  of  Hungary.     He  soon  returned  to 
Eneiand  where  he  resided  for  some  years,  occupying  himself 
chieflv  i"  writing  for  newspapers,  and  delivering  lectures 
against  the  house  of  Hapsburg.    One  of  the  occasions  on 
which  his  name  was  brought  prominently  before  the  public 
was  in   i860,  when  the   Austrian  Government  instituted  a 
successful  process  against  Messrs.   Day  &  Sons  for  litho- 
graphing several  millions  of  bank-notes  for  circulation  in 
Hungary,  signed  by  Kossuth,  as  governor  of  that  coun- 
try    In  Nov.,  1861,  he  published  in  the   Perseveranza,  an 
Italian  journal,  a  long  letter,  setting  forth  the  situation  of 
Hungary,  and  urging  the  Italians  to  commence  war  against 
Austria,  with  the  view  of  enabling  the  Hungarians  to  develop 
their  strength  against  that   Power;  issued  an  inflammatory 
address  to  the  Hungarians,  June  6,  1866,  and  after  the  close  of 
the  war  of  that  year  advised  the  Hungarians  to  reject  the 
concessions  offered  by  Francis  Joseph.  He  was  elected  deputy 
for  Waitzen,  Aug.  1,  1867,  but  he  declined  to  accept  the  office. 
In  April,  187S,  M.  Kossuth  was  living  in  an  unpretending 
dwelling  in  Turin,  where  he  had  resided  for  thirteen  years,  in 
the  strictest  privacy.    Latterly  he  has  devoted  much  of  his 
time  to  science,  and  he  published  a  paper  011  the  "  Farbenver- 
Snderung  der  Sterne"  in  1871.    In  Nov.  1879,  he  lost  his  rights 
as  a  Hungarian  citizen,  as  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  adopted 
a  Bill  declaring  that  any  native  of  the  country  who  voluntarily 
resided  abroad  for  an  uninterrupted  period  of  ten  years  should 
lose  his  civil  status.    The  Extreme  Left  violently  opposed  the 
measure,  accusing  the  Government  of  levelling  it  directly 
against  Kossuth,  but  it  was  finally  carried  by  141  votes  to 
52     Kossuth  was  engaged  for  several  years  in  writing  his 
••  Memoirs,"  the  last  volume  of  which  appeared  in  1882-— 
Mm  of  the  Time.] 


Anglo-Chinese  Convention  had  been  signed 
fixing  the  frontier  between  Burmah  and  China. 

The  House  of  Lords  voted  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  The  Earl  of 
Rosebery  said  that  the  Lords  had  stated  that 
affairs  in  Egypt  were  peaceful,  but  in  view  of 
recent  events  Great  Britain's  vigilant  supervision 
in  that  country  would  be  necessary  for  some  time 
to  come. 

A  memorial  from  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  urges  the  Government  to  arrange 
for  the  resumption  of  the  Brussels  Conference. 

Mr.  Gladstone  is  still  at  Brighton. 

March  15. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  yesterday,  the  Marquis 
of  Salisbury  urged  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  taking  the  verdict  of  the  people 
upon  the  question  of  Home  Rule  forthwith,  and 
said  that  any  delay  in  that  matter  would  be 
disastrous  both  to  England  and  Ireland.  The 
Earl  of  Rosebery,  in  reply,  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  quite  prepared  to  appeal  to 
the  country  on  the  question  of  Home  Rule,  and 
that  the  time  was  ripe,  but  he  would  not  con- 
cede the  right  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  force  a 
dissolution  of  Parliament. 

In  reply  to  a  question,  the  Earl  of  Rosebery 
stated  that  the  acute  phase  in  regard  to  affairs 
in  Siam  was  over,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment was  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  the 
commerce  of  Siam  was  almost  wholly  British. 

March  16. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  William  Harcourt,  the 
House  of  Commons  rejected  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Queen's  Speech  with  Mr.  Labouchere's 
amendment,  and  adopted  a  substitute,  merely 
thanking  Her  Majesty  for  her  gracious  speech. 


Kushirogaki  Light  House  March  22. 
An  exceptionlly  long  earthquake  was  felt  here 
at  7.10  p.m.  to-day. 
Hokkaido  Administrative  Board,  March  23. 
A  strong  earthquake  was  felt  at  Atsugishi, 
at  8  o'clock  last  night,  and  25  houses  were  over- 
thrown.   No  lives  were  lost. 

Later. 

An  earthquake  was  experienced  at  Atsugishi, 
Kushiro,  between  7.23  and  8  last  night.  Such 
a  severe  shock  is  rarely  experienced  here. 
Articles  were  thrown  down  from  shelves,  and 
many  cracks  made  in  walls  and  ceilings.  The 
duration  was  3m.  20s. 


CHESS. 


(Specially  Telegraphed  to  the  •*  Japan-  Dail  Mail.'*) 
[From  the  "  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


London,  March  14. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Liberal  Party,  the  Earl  of 
Rosebery  declared  that  he  adhered  absolutely 
to  Home  Rule,  and  in  reference  to  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's last  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  House  of  Lords,  said  that  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  an 
anomaly  and  a  danger  to  the  country,  inasmuch 
as  it  merely  obeyed  the  dictates  of  the  leader  of 
a  single  party.  His  Lordship  further  stated  that 
the  Government  would  not  lose  sight  of  any 
means  of  constitutionally  presenting  to  the 
country  that  anomaly  and  danger. 

The  Queen's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  Parlia- 
ment states  that  the  negotiations  with  Russia  in 
regard  to  Central  Asian  questions  were  progress- 
ing satisfactorily.  The  Home  Rule  Question 
was  not  referred  to.  The  Speech  also  states 
that  full  and  adequate  provision  would  be  made 
for  the  defence  of  the  Empire,  and  that  an 


[From  Tonkin  Papers:) 

Paris,  February  28 
The  Emperor  and  Empress  of  Austria  are 
spending  a  week  near  Nice  incognito. 

Paris,  February  28. 
The  treaty  with  Russia  has  been  discussed  in 
the  Reichstag.    The  Chancellor,  von  Caprivi, 
stated  that  he  hoped  to  prepare  the  union  of 
the  European  Powers  for  common  economic 

action.  „    .    „_  , 

Paris,  March  1. 

The    Gaulois   affirms  the  existence   of  a 

Franco-Russian  defensive  military  convention. 

— Daily  Press. 

CFrom  Manila  Papers.) 

Madrid,  March  8. 
The  Ministers  met  at  two  o'clock  this  after- 
noon under  the  presidency  of  Senor  Sagasta. 
The  meeting  terminated  at  eight  o'clock.  The 
whole  of  the  cabinet  has  resigned.  H.M.  the 
Queen  has  accepted  the  resignations  and  has 
commissioned  Senor  Sagasta  to  form  a  new 

Ministry.  _„ 

Madrid,  March  12. 

The  cabinet  has  been  constituted  as  follow  : — 
President  of  the  Council,  Sagasta;  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  Aquilera;  Foreign  Minister, 
Moret ;  Minister  of  Commerce,  Groizard  ; 
Minister  of  Finance,  Amos  Salvador;  Minister 
of  Justice,  Capdepon;  Minister  of  the  Colonies, 
Becerra;  Minister  of  War,  Lopez  Dominguez; 
Minister  of  Marine,  Pasquin. 

-  Madrid,  March  9. 
At  Rome  last  night,  at  the  entrance  to  the 
House  of  Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the  sitting, 
a  dynamite  bomb  was  exploded,  seriously  in- 
juring eight  persons,  while  many  more  received 
slight  contusions.  The  thrower  of  the  bomb 
was  amongst  those  injured,  and  he  was  arrested 
by  the  police.— Daily  Press. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Crnn  Bihtok.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  n  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  of  Probi.km  No.  113. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  R  to  Q  B  8  1— K  X  R 

2 —  P  (K  7)  "Queens"  (cli.)   2 — K  moves 

3 —  O  mates  at  Q  8 

1— K  to  K  3 

2 —  P  to  K  8,  becoming  a  Kt  2 — K  to  Q  2  or  B  2 

3—  B  mates  at  B  5  01  Q  5, 

accordingly. 

i-K  to  Q  3 

2—  P  to  K  8,  becoming  a  B  2— K  moves 

3 —  R  mates  at  B  6. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega,  Shogi, 
Digamma,  J.D.,  W.H.S.,  and  Dr.  Hispaims. 
Coiiect  solution  of  No.  112  from  P.E.F.S. 

Problem  No.  115. 
By  M.  Calvi. 


While  to  play  and  male  in  four  moves. 
(This,  as  our  solvers  will  see  at  once,  is  more  of 
an  end-game  than  a  problem,  as  usually  under- 
stood—White having  obviously  no  time  to  spare.) 

The  local  world  is  in  anticipation  of  the  great 
day  at  the  Yokohama  Chess  Club  on  30th  instant, 
when  the  present  season  will  be  practically  wound 
up,  with  the  list  of  events  noted  in  our  last.  We 
understand  that  the  teams  have  been  paired  as 
under  for  the  Tokyo-Yokohama  return-match 
(subject  of  course  to  alteration  if  found  necessary 
at  the  last  moment). 

Tokyo  Yokohama. 
Mason.  v.  Balk. 

McGee.  Tennant. 
Mosthaf.  Batavus. 
Munzinger.  Griffin. 
White.  Ekstrand. 
Pownall.  Schiff. 
Cox.  Davieson. 
Walz.  Fardel. 
Krug.  '  Kuhn. 

Madeley.  Mendelson. 


(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Osaka,  Mar.  23,  4.23  P  m- 
A  despatch  from  Jinsen,  Korea,  dated  the 
18th,  states  that  Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Representa- 
tive, is  expected  to  leave  for  China  at  the  begin- 
ning of  next  month.  A  rumour  is  current  there 
to  the  effect  that  an  unfavourable  harvest  was 
experienced  with  a  decrease  of  50  per  cent,  on 
an  ordinary  year,  and  an  edict  prohibiting  the 
export  of  rice  will  probably  be  announced. 


As  we  go  to  press  we  learn  that  the  meeting  and 
match  on  the  30th  will  beheld  in  Mr.  Keil's  building 
No.  6i,  Main  Street,  that  gentleman  having  placed 
his  fine  suite  of  rooms  at  the  disposal  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Chess  Club  for  that  day. 


We  give  two  diagrams  of  end-games  recently 
played  in  the  Tokyo  Club  which  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  way  in  which  the  President  educates 
his  players.  The  sacrifice  and  forced  mate  in  the 
first  game  are  fine,  while  in  the  second  Mr.  Mason 
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shows  himself  ;i  line  disciple  of  Blackburne  in 
WDrlcing  out  o(  a  difficulty. 

F.nd-Game  (Tokyo). 

DI.ACK  M  R.  — 


WHITE  MR.  MASON. 

While  won  as  follows  in  six  moves: 


WHITE. 

1  — R  (B  sq.)  to  B  3 

2—  R  to  K  R  3 

3 —  O  takes  P  (ch.) 

4—  R  to  R  3  (ch.) 


BLACK. 

1 —  P  takes  Kt 

2 —  B  takes  R 

3  —  K  takes  Q 

4  — K  to  Kt  s"q. 


5 — Kt  to  Kt  6  and  mate  next  move 


End-Game  (Tokyo), 
black  MR.  — 


I  ± 


1hl  in  Aw^ 


m    mm*    mm-    \  m 


WHITE  MR.  MASON. 

In  this  position  White  drew  as  under  : — 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  P  to  Kt  3  1— R  takes  P 

2—  R  to  B  8  ch  !  etc. 


We  clip  the  following  from  a  home  paper  latety 
received  : — 

The  following  game  was  played  in  a  recent 
master  tournament  at  New  York.  Mr.  Pillsbury, 
the  winner  of  the  first  prize,  is  only  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  hut  he  displays  great  accutacy  and  power 
of  combination. 

Ruy  Lopez. 


WHITE. 
Showalter, 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  to  Kt  5 

4—  P  to  B  3 

5—  P  to  Q  4 

6 —  Castles 

7—  B  to  K  3 

8—  Kt  to  K  sq. 

9—  P  to  K  B  4 
10 — P  takes  P 
II  —  B  lakes  Kt 

12—  P  to  B  5 

13—  P  takes  Kt  P 

14—  Q  to  Kt  3 

15—  Q  Kt  to  B  3 

16—  K  to  Q>q. 
t7— Kt  to  Q  3 

18—  Kt  to  B  4 

19—  R  to  Q  2 

20—  Kt  to  R  5  {b) 

21—  P  to  Q  5 

22—  Kt  takes  Q  B 
23  — Kt  takes  P 

24 —  R  takes  B 

25—  K  R  to  B  2  (c) 

26—  R  takes  Kt 

27 —  Q  to  B  3  ch. 

28—  B  to  Q  2 

29—  R  to  B  5 

30 —  R  takes  Q 

31 —  R  to  K  sq.  ch. 

32 —  Resigns. 


BLACK. 
Pillsbury. 

I— P  to  K  4 
2  — Kt  I0QB3 

3—  P  to  K  Kt  3 

4—  P  to  Q  3 

5—  B  to  O  2 

6—  B  to  Kt  2 

7—  K  Kt  to  K  2 

8 —  Castles 

9—  P  lakes  Q  P 
10—  P  to  Q  4 

11  —  B  takes  B 

12  — P  to  B  3  (a) 

13  — Kt  takes  P 

14 —  K  to  R  sq. 

15—  Kt  to  K  2 

16—  O  to  Q  2 

17—  P  to  Kt  3 

18—  Q  R  10  Q  sq. 

19—  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

20 —  P  takes  P 
21  — B  takes  P 

22 —  Kt  takes  Kt 

23—  B  takes  Kt 

24—  P  to  B  4 

25—  Q  to  K  3 

26—  R  takes  R 

27—  Q  to  K  4 

28—  P  to  K  6 

29 —  P  takes  B 

30 —  P  queens  ch. 

31—  Q  to  Q  5  ch. 


Notes. 

(a) — A  tempting,  but  unsafe  line  of  play  is  12  ...  P  takes  KP, 
13  P  to  B  6,  B  takes  P,  14  R  takes  B,  Kt  toK  4,  is  R  takes  B, 
Kt  takes  R. 

(6)— P  takes  P  followed  by  an  exchange  of  pieces  appears  to 
be  necessary  at  this  point. 

(e)— 26  R  takes  Kt,  Q  takes  R,  26  Q  to  B  3  is  unsound  as 
Black  takes  the  sting  out  of,  the  dis  ch,  by  26  ,,,  Q  to  Q6. 


Sthiniz  v.  Liverpool, 

The  following  moves  have  bean  made  in  I  he 
cable  match  between  Mr.  Steinilz  and  the  Livet- 
pool  Chess  Club  : — 

NO.   I  GAME. 
WHITIt.  BLACK 
Stcinitr.  Liverpool. 
I  — P  to  K  4  I  —  P  to  K  4 

2—  KII0KB3  2  — K1I0QB3 

3 —  B  to  B  4  3 — B  to  B~4 

4 —  Castles  4 — Kt  to  B  3 

5—  PI0O4  5 — B  takes  P 

6  — Kt  takes  B  6  — Kt  takes  Kt 

7  — P  to  B  4  7— P  10  O  3 

8—  P  lakes  P  8— P  lake's  P 

9—  B  to  K  Kt  5  9— Q  to  K  2 
10 — K  to  R  sq.  10 — B  to  K  3 
11  — B  to  Q  3 

NO.  2  GAME. 
WHITE.  BLACK. 
Liverpool.  Steinitz. 
I  — P  10  K  4  I  — P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3  2  — Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  B  to  Kt  5  3—  P  to  CJ3 

4—  P  to  Q  4  4— B  to  Q  2 

5—  Kt  to  B  3  5— K  Kt  to  K  2 

6—  P  lakes  P  6— P  takes  P 
7  — B  10  Kt  5  7— P  to  B  3 
8— B  to  K  3  8— Kt  to  B  sq. 

Liverpool  appears  to  have  slightly  the  best  of  it 
in  each  game,  especially  No.  I,  in  which  the  chain 
pion  revives  the  almost  obsolete  Max  Lange  attack 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUE 


From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Hongkong           per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co. 

From  Canada,  &c.    ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 


Friday,  Mar.  30th. 
Tuesday,  Mar.  27th. f 
Sunday,  Mar.  25th.! 
Sunday,  April  8th. II 
Thursday,  Mar. 29th. % 

Sunday,  April  1st. 
Sun  day,  April  15th  . 


f  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  left  San  Francisco  on  March  8th 
S  Ancana  left  Hongkong  on  March  17th.  ]  Gaelic  left  San  Fran. 
Cisco  on  March  20th,  %  Empress  of  Japan  left  Hongkong  on 
March  21st. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 


For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   ...  per  N,  D.  Lloyd 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K. 

I'or  Canada,  Sec   per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 


Saturday;  Mar.  24th. 
Sunday,  Mar.  25th. 

Sunday,  Mar.  25th. 

Tuesday,  Mar.  27th. 
Friday,  Mar.  30th. 

Saturday,  Mar.  31st. 
Sunday,  April  1st. 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 


Josephine,  American  schooner,  16,  Gale,  17U 
March, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  Sealing  Gear.— 
Captain. 

Tokio  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,350,  Kenderdine, 
17th  March, —  Kobe  16th  March,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  17th  March, — Olaru  via  ports  13th 
March,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Anaconda,  American  schooner,  40,  A.  Lawson, 
1 8th  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain. 

Carlotta  G.  Cox,  British  schooner,  82,  W.  D.  Byers, 
18th  March, — Put  Back,  Sealing  Gear. — Cap- 
tain G.  Cox. 

Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 
18th  March, — San  Francisco  27th  February,  via 
Honolulu  6th  March,  Mails  and  General. — O. 
&  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Oxus,  French  steamer,  2,500,  Dupont,  iSth  March, 
—  Marseilles  4th  February,  Hongkong  gth 
March,  Shanghai  13th,  and  Kobe  17th,  Mails 
and  General. —  Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, iglh  March, — Vancouver,  B.C.,  6lh 
March,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 

Luisa  D.,  American  schooner,  90,  S.  H.  Buitis, 
19th  March, — San  Francisco  1 2th  December, 
288  Seal  Skins. — Captain. 

Benalder,  British  steamer,  1,294,  C.  K.  Mcintosh, 
19th  March, — London  via.  ports,  General. — 
Comes  &  Co. 

Victoria,  British  steamer,  1,991,  V.  Perkes,  20th 
March, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  vi4  Victoria,  B.C., 
28th  February,  Mails  and  General.— Dodwell, 
Carlill  &  Co. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  20th  March,— Otaru  via  ports  l6lh 
March,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

AsagaoMaru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
21st  March, —  Kobe  20th  March,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


H,  C.  Wahlbetg,  Ameiican  schooner,  26,  J.  W. 
Ctew,  21st  March, — San  Ftancisco  171I1  Janu- 
ary, Sealing  Gear.— Captain. 

Rosie  Olsen,  British  icliooner,  A.  Whidden,  21st 
March,  —  Victoria,  B.C.,  Qlh  January.  13  Seal. 
—  Walsh,  11,11  He  Co. 

Teresa,  British  schooner,  68,  F.  Gilbert,  21st 
Match, — Victoria,  B.C.,  Sealing  Gear. — Cap- 
tain G.  Cox. 

Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Captain  C.  J.  Norcock, 
2  1st  Mai  ch, — A  CI  uisc. 

Niobe,  German  steamer,  1,666,  K.  J.  Pfaff,  22nd 
March,  —  Hamburg  viftpoils,  Geneial. — Simon, 
F.vei  s  &  Co. 

Ardgay,  B'l  ilisli  steamer,  1,080,  TI10111,  22nd  March, 
— Takao,  Sugar. — Jardine,  Mathesnn  &  Co. 

Boiuhead,  American  schooner,  103,  W.  P.  Noyes, 
22ud  Match, — Tokyo  22nd  March,  Ballast. — 
Captain. 

Sadie  Tin  pel,  British  schooner,  64,  Chas.  $.e  Blanc, 
22nd  March, — Victoi  ia,  B.C.,  191I1  January, 
Sealing  Gear. — Captain, 

Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  Wm.  H.  Walker, 
23rd  March, — Hongkong  via  potts  161I1  Match, 
Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Fawn,  British  schooner,  58,  M.  Keefe,  23rd  March, 
— Victoi  ia,  B.C.,  1st  January,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain. 

Glengyle,  Biitish  steamer,  2,244,  Gasson,  23rd 
Match, — London  via.  ports,  General. — Jardine, 
Matheson  &  Co. 

Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  H.  Walter, 
23rd  March, — Hongkong  171I1  Match,  Mails 
and  Geneial. — H.  Alliens  &  Co.,  Naclif. 

Windsor,  Btitish  steamer,  1,890,  Veion,  231  d 
March, — Batouni,  Kerosene. — Jardine,  Mathe- 
son &  Co. 

Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain. 
23rd  March, — Shanghai  and  ports  17th  March, 
Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

DEPARTURES. 

Grace  Hatwar,  Btitish  ship,  1,750,  V.  D.  Hunt, 
1 7 ll)  Match, — Vancouver,  B.C.,  Ballast. — Order. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
17th  Match, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Ixion,  British  sieamer,  2,299,  Nish,  17th  March, 
— London  via.  potts,  General. — Butterfield  & 
Swire. 

Oscar  II.,  Norwegian  steamer,  1,999,  Artisan, 
181I1  March, — Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — 
Frazar  &  Co. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 
181I1  March, — Fashiki,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
18th  Match,  —  Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Naga- 
saki, Mails  and  General. — P.  &  O.  S-N.  Co. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  1 8th  March,  —  Kobe,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Bellona,  German  steamer,  2,032,  Jaeger,  191b 
March, —  Hamburg  via  ports,  General. — Simon 
Evers  &  Co. 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, 19th  Match, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  Mails 
and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
/sis,  Btitish  sieamer,  1,588,  Ferrent,  19th  March, 
— Hongkong  vi4  pot  ts,  General.'— Smith,  Baker 
&  Co. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
19th  March, — Otaru  via.  ports,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 
201I1  March, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. 
— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Annie  E.  Faint,  British  schooner,  82,  Bisselt,  20th 
Mat  ch, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain 
G.  Cox. 

Mary  Ellen,  British  schooner,  63,  W.  O.  Hughes, 
201b  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Browne  &  Co. 
Mary  Taylor,  Bt  itish  schooner,  47,  E.  F.  Robbins, 
20lh  Match, —  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Oscar  and  Hattie,  Bi  itish  schooner,  82,  Magnasen, 
20th  March,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain. 

Willard  Ainsworth,  American  schooner,  40,  E. 
Crockett,  20th  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing 
Gear. — Captain . 
Admiral  Korniloff  (18),  Russian  flagship,  Captain 

Elchaninoff,  20lh  March,  —  Nagasaki. 
Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Captain  C.  J.  Norcock, 

20th  March, — Target  Practice. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
20th  March, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Victoria,  Bi  itish  steamer,  1,991,  V.  Perkes,  21st 
March, —  Hongkong  via  potts,  General. —  Dod- 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Carlotta  G.  Cox,  British  schooner,  82,  W.  D.  Byets, 
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22nd  Marcli, — Noith  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— 
Captain  J.  G.  Cox. 
Ocean  Belle,  British  schooner,  84,  T.  OT.eary, 
23rd  March, — Noilli   Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— 
Captain. 

Bowhead,  American  scliooner,  103,  W.  P.  Noyes, 
241I1  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain . 

Sadie  Turpel,  Britisli  scliooner,  47,  C.  Le  Blanc, 
241I1  Maich,—  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— 
Captain. 


T. 
B. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Marti,  from  Kobe: 

 Rev.   Mr.   and   Mrs.   Lang  and    Mr.  Silva  ill 

cabin,  and  7  Japanese  in  steerage.  For  Hako- 
date : —  Mr.  H.  Kita  in  second  class,  and  10 
Japanese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Marti,  from 
Otaiu  via  ports:— 2  Japanese  in  cabin,  and  27 
Japanese  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  from  San  Francisco 
via   Honolulu :  —  Mr.  Timothy   Hogan,   Mrs.  T. 
Hogan,   Mr.  F.  S.  James,  Miss  E.  Seltleme yer, 
Miss  Sarah  Gardner,  Mrs.  Jane  H.  Loomis,  Mr, 
F.  H.  Loiing,  Miss  Louis  Rolhweiller,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thompson,  Miss  Ida  M.  Thompson,  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Learned,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Fer  guson,  Mr.  F.  C.  Green, 
Mr.  R.  C.  Morris,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Morris,   Mr.  S.  H. 
Kauffmann,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Kauffmann,  Miss  Louise 
Kauffmann,  Mr.    Crosby  S.  Noyes,  Mrs.  C.  S. 
Noyes,   Miss   Myra   Noyes,    Miss    Mary   G.  de 
Motte,  Rev.  A.  B.  Brown,  Mr.  P.  C  Claik,  Mr. 
F.  Terada,  Mr.  S.  E.  Barrett,  Mis.  S.  E.  Banett, 
Mr.  Geo.  Flood,  Mr.  F.  E.  Samules,  Mr.  Albeit 
Miller,   Mr.  James  R.  Morse,  Mr.  J.  H.  McMi- 
chael,  Mrs.  J.  H.  McMicbael,  Master  McMicbael, 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  E.  Nitobe,  Miss  M.  E.  Kelly,  Mrs. 
F.  May,  Mr.  Albeit  Bayer,  Miss  E.  Vignet,  Mrs. 
Julia   Beck,   Mr.  C.  Matsudaira,  Mr.  Jas.  Smith 
and   servant,    Mr.   E.   W.   Morley,    Mrs.  E.  W. 
Moiley,  Mr.  A.   H.   M01  ley,  Mr.  S.  Saba,  Mr. 
Julian    Morales,   Mrs.  J.   Morales,  and   Mr.  K. 
Goda  in  cabin.    For  Hongkong  :— Mr.  Liao  Nyan 
Tow,    Mrs.   Tow,   Mrs.    Liao    and    infant,  Mr. 
Geoige  H.  Macy,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Macy  and  son,  and 
Mr.    E.    J.   Cowan   ill   cabin.     For  Shanghai  :  — 
Chevalier  Tello  d'Apperi,  Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Cassilly, 
Miss  Margaret  Copley,  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Riley,  Mr. 
Sinil  S.   Fischer,   Miss   Mary  Rogers,  and  Miss 
Emma  Larson  in  cabin.     From  Honolulu  to  Yoko- 
hama :— Dr.  S.  Kalien,   Mr.  R.  VV.  Irwin,  and 
Mr.  F.  S.  Sugiyama  in  cabin.    From  Honolulu  to 
Hongkong  :— Mr.  Chas.  Trepplin  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  from 
Vancouver,  B.C.:  — Mr.  and  Mrs,  N.  A.  Baldwin 
and  servant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  Mr.  G. 
Campbell,  Miss  Clayton,  Mr.  Irving  J.  Cohen, 
Mr.  G.  P.  Denbigh,  Mr.  Th.  Eysel,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Farnum,  Mr.  G.  L.  Farnum,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Grin- 
nell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jamieson,  Miss  Jenkins,  Mrs. 
Herman  Keller,  Mi.  M.  Kirkpatrick,  Miss  Kirk, 
patrick,  Miss  FI01  ence  Ki  rkpatrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Levy,  Mr.  J.  C.  Loveland,  Mr.  John  R. 
Myers,  Mr.  J.  H.  Pierce,  Mr.  T.  Reed,  Jun.,  Mr. 
Daniel  C.  Ripley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Rogers, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Scidmore,  Mr.  E.  H.  Sharpe,  Miss  L. 
Watson,  Mr.  Houton,  Mr.  O'Biien,  Mr.  Cluisto- 
pherson,  Mr.  L.  Quick,  and  Mr.  J.  Fee  ill  cabin  ; 
1  passenger  in  second  class,  and  75  passengers  in 
Asiatic  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Victoria,  from  'lacoma 
Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C.:— Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 
Dodwell  and  family  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Marti,  from 
Olai  11  via  ports  :— Mr.  Nishida  in  cabin  ;  3  passen 
gers  in  second  class,  and  32  passengers  in  sleei  ege 
Per  Biitisb  steamer  Belgic,  from  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Mr.  Chas.  Grant,  Lieut.  S.- C.  Meerdink, 
Mr.  O.    Haynemann,   Mr.  J.  Naenger,  Mr.  E 
Becker,  MissScholfield,  Mr.  C.  B.  Steadman,  and 
Miss  G.  Scholfield  in  cabin.     For  San  Francisco  : 
—  Rev.    J.  S.  S.    Newton,    Mrs.  J.  Ward,  M 
Maha,  Mr.  Kobler,  and  Mr.  Hans.  Beckman  i 
cabin.  .  '  „ 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  from  Hong- 
kong :— Mrs.  Lloyd  and  2  children,  Miss  Gun, 
Dr.  Toyosaku  Nishimuia,  Lieutenant  Kumaroka 
Massada,  Mrs.  Osada,  Mrs.  Osaksan,  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Ching  and  family,  Mr.  Lee  Fon  Wan,  M 
Chang,  Mr.  Shin  Hin,  and  Mrs.  Seik  and  son 
in  second  class;  Messrs.  Tos.  Shannon,  Ths. 
Siauton,  and  A-  Ullmann  in  third  class,  and  7c 
Chinese  on  deck. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  fron 
Shanghai  and  ports:— Mrs.  Fraser,  Mrs.  Sekido 
Messrs.  H.  S.  Wilkinson,  Julius  Plate,  Fiank 
Leybum,  T.  Suda,  Rusky,  V.  Murota,  Caplain 
ljuin,  and  Lieut.  Iida  in  cabin;  Mr.  and  Mrs 
James  Frame,  Messrs.  J.  B.  Stephenson,  J.O'Niel 
Shoji,  and  M.  Imanishi  in  second  class,  and  49 
passengers  in  steerage.  For  America:  Mr,  Ed 
Davis  in  cabin. 


DEPARTED. 

Per  Biilish  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
p0lVs: — Mr.  and  Mis.  Brent  and  Miss  Brent,  M' 
and  Mrs.  Dunlop,  Messrs.  P.  B.  Pol,  J.  G 
Buckle,  Yardley,  H.  Marcus,  Lightfoot,  C. 
Stedman,  W.  Jones,  Ouzo  Fukuba,  F.  Lane,  A. 
S.  Manx,  W.  G.  Friday,  H.  Foster,  W.  G.  Pol- 
lendine,  and  J.  Donovan  in  cabin,  and  2  Chinese 
in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports:  — Miss  Rolhweiler,  Miss  Mary 
Rodger,  Miss  Emma  Larson,  Miss  Daisy  Fitz- 
gerald, Miss  Killerby,  Mrs.  Learned,  Master  H. 
Roux  and  Master  Julius  Daie,  General 
General  Hasegawa,  Messrs.  A.  Rogers 
chow,  L.  Rischow,  and  M.  Malsunaga  in  cabin; 
Mrs.  Yamaga,  Messrs.  Sato  Nobu,  Aoki,  Emil 
S.  Fischer,  Nishiwara,  Tamura,  and  Kizawa  in 
second  class,  and  40  passengers  in  steerage. 


Km  oki, 
K.  Ris- 


CARGOES. 
Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  729  bales;  Waste  Silk,  80  bales. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports  :— Treasure,  $189,400.00. 


tain 


Cotton — Italians  and  Sal  teens  I  Hack,  3  » 

inches   

Vel  vets — I) lack,  35  yards,  22  inclies 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds — 2.0  to  2.4th,  24/25  yards, 


Turkey  Reds- 
30  inclies 

Turkey  Reds- 
32  inches 

Turkey  Reds- 


-2.8  to  3lb,  24/25  yards, 
-3.8  to  4  lb,  24/^5  yards, 
-4.8  to  5D),  24/25  yards, 

WOOl.UttJS. 


Italian  Cloth,  30  yards,  32  inches  best 
Italian   Cloth,   30   yaids,   3*  inches. 


Italian  Cloth 


30  yards,  32  inches 
-Crane,  2  1  yards , 


REPORTS. 
The  British  steamer  Oceanic,  Captain  Smith, 
,-eports  :— Left  San  Francisco  the  27th  February 
and  Honolulu  the  6th  March.  At  1  ived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  17th  March  at  1. 29  p.m.  Passage  from 
Honolulu,  10  days,  23  hours,  39  minutes.  Had 
fine  weather  throughout  the  passage. 

The  British  steamer  Victoria,  Captain  V.  Pel  kes, 
repot  ts -.—Left  Tacoma,  Wash.,  the  28th  Febt  uaty 
at  2  a.m.  and  Victoria,  B.C.,  the  same  day  at  3 
p.m.;  after  leaving  Victoria,  B.C.  a  succession  of 
weste'rly  gales  with  heavy  head  seas  were  experi- 
enced to  the  meridian,  which  was  crossed  on  the 
nth  March,  on  500  N.  lat.  ;  thence  to  port  mode- 
late  winds  and  fine  weather  prevailed.  Ai  rived 
at  Yokohama  the  20th  March  at  6.30  a.m. 

The  British  steamer  Belgic,  Captain  Walker, 
reports  :  — Left  Hongkong  the  161I1  March,  Naga- 
saki the  20th,  and  Kobe  the  22nd  at  1.35  p.m. 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  23rd  March  at  3. 10  p.m. 
Time,  7  days,  7  hours,  13  minutes.  Had  fine 
weather  throughout  the  passage.  Time  from 
Kobe,  25  hours,  31  minutes. 

The  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  Captain  H. 
Walter,  reports -.—Left  Hongkong  the  17th  March 
at  5  p.m.;  through  the  Foimosa  Channel  and  up 
to  Van  Diemen  Strait  experienced  fresh  and 
strong  N.E.  monsoon,  rough  sea,  and  fine  weather 
thence  to  port  light  easterly  winds  and  light  sea. 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  23rd  March  at  10  a.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  Captain 
Ekstrand,  1  epoi  ts  :— Left  Otaru  the  18th  March 
at  2  p.m.;  had  from  light  to  moderate  westerly 
ds  and  fine  weather.  Arrived  at  Hakodale 
the  19th  at  7.50  a.m.  Left  the  2lst  at  8  a.m.  ;  had 
fresh  westerly  winds  and  fine  weather,  Arrived 
at  Oginobama  the  22nd  at  4.50  a.m.  and  left  the 
same  day  at  4.30  p.m.;  had  light  variable  winds 
and  fine  weather.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  23rd 
March  at  4  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  Cap- 
R.  Swain,  reports  :  — Left  Shanghai  the  171I 
March  at  6.20  a.m.;  had  light  easterly  and  N.E 
winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  up  to  arrival  at 
Nagasaki  the  181I1  at  midnight.    Left  Nagasak 
the  iyth  at  5  p.m.;  had  light  increasing  to  mode 
rate  N.E.  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather,  arriving 
at  Shimonoseki  the  20lh  at  6.50  a.m.    Left  Slumo 
ivoseki  the  same  day  at   12.30  p.m.;  had  light 
variable  winds   and    calms    and   clear  weather 
through  whole  of  Inland  Sea,  arriving  at  Kobe 
21st  at  9.40  a.m.    Left  Kobe  the  22nd  at  noon 
had  light  northerly  and  N.E.  winds  and  clear 
weather;  passed  Oshima.at  8.30  p.m.  with  light 
variable  winds,  cloudy  but  fine,  mild  weather  up 
to  passing  Rock  Island  at  10.30  a.m.  on  the  23rd 
thence  light  N.E.  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  up 
to  arrival  at  Yokohama  the  23rd  March  at  4.30  p.m 


LATEST  C  0  MM  Eli  CIA  L . 


IMPORTS. 
Yarns  :— Very  firm  at  quotations  without  much 
trade.    Shirtings  and  T.-Cloths  :— Nothing  done 
Dealers  will  not  at  present  advance  their  bids 
the  neighbourhood  of  lay-down  cost.    Fancies  an 
Woollens  quiet,  with  quotations  unaltered. 
COTTON    PI  EC  K  GOOMS. 

F  Kit  PIECE. 

CueyShiilings—Hlln, 3SJyds.3yi11cl.es  $2.40  [02.90 
G,ey  ShiitiiiKs— yllt,  3»i  y<ls-45''":h"    2. Co  03.35 

lt  Cloth— 7»,  24  yaids, 32 inches    ».7o  to  2.00 

Indigo  Shirtings—  12  yaids,  4-4  inches...  1.70 
rYmts— Assorted, 24  yaids,  joinches 


1  75 


to  2.3S 
to  375 


PEIt 

V  A  HI)  . 

0  1 6 

to  0  21 

6.85 

to  9,05 

O.85 

to  1  .00 

PEtl 

'1  BCK  . 

> -55 

to  1  70 

1  80 

to  2.10 

2-35 

to  2 . oO 

3  00 

tO  3  ,20 

PER 

YARD. 

$0.27i 

i(l  0  45 

0  35 

to  0.40 

0.30 

to  0.35 

0.25 

In  0.30 

0.15 

to  0  22  J 

0-35 

to  0.50 

0 .60 

to  o.*5 

0.40 

to  0.70 

0.45 

1"  ,.7i 

PER  PICU... 


Mo iisstiline  dc  t.iiine- 

31  inches   

Lllnlhs— Pilots,  5  I  @  50  inches   

Cloths— Presidents,  5  |  (*  56  inclies 

Cloths— Union,  54  (<t!  56  inclies   

II I » Mitels — Scai  let  and  Gieen,  4  lo  3i  111, 

per  111  

(Ill  ION   V  A  HNS. 

Mos.  tbin,  Ordinary    — 

Nos.  16/24,  Medium    $38.00  to  39  00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  Hest   39-50  to  40.50 

Nos.  16/24,  Reverse    — 

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   4'  00  to  42.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    42.00  to  43. 00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  lient   43  00  to  44  00 

Nos.  38/ |2,  Medium  to  Best    46.00  lo  47.00 

No.  32s, 
No.  |2S, 


Two-fold    45  00  to  46.00 

Iwo-fold    52-00  to  54.00 


No.  20s,  liombay 
No.  16s,  Bombay 


MIC  I  Al.S. 

more  enquiry,  but  without  leading  to 


Quotations  unchanged  from 


Rather 
any  large  business, 
last  week. 

PKK  P  |  C  U  I. . 

flat  liars,  J  incli    >3-6o  lo  3.65 

flat  Bars,  £  inch    3  7°  lo  3-75 

Round  anil  Square  It |>  to  I  inch    3.60  lo  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3-7°  103.80 

Sheet  Iron  -     4-75  t°  5  °° 

Galvanised  Iron  sheets    9-20  lo  9.80 

Wiie  Nails,  assorted    6.00  lo  6.25 

I'in  Platen,  per  box   6.10  lo  6  30 

Pi K  Iron,  No.  3    1-70  to  1  75 

KIIKOSICNU. 
Market  quiet,  at  late  rates.    Stock  (sold  and 
unsold)  over  400,000  cases,  which  is  about  equally 
divided  between  American  and  Russian. 

Chester    *t.*af  to  1.75 

Comet    1-7°   to  '-7*i 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.67^  to  1.70 

Russian  Moon    1-65   to  1.67J 

SlJtiAH. 

General  good  trade  all  round.  Browns  have 
been  freely  taken  at  an  advance:  and  there  is 
practically  110  unsold  stock  remaining.  White 
Refined  has  also  been  in  strong  demand,  both 
spot"  and  "  future,"  so  that  prices  are  higher  in 
this  class  also. 

PER  PJCUL. 

Brown  Takao    $4-6°  to  4.65 

Brown  Manila    5-40  to  5.45 

Brown  Daitong    4-'0  to  4.15 

Brown  Canton    4.40104.60 

White  Java  and  Penang   7-00  to  7-<o 

White  Relined    7-50  to  9.50 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  i6tb  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  011  this  market  amount  to 
1,444  piculs,  divided  thus: — Hanks  27  piculs  ; 
Filatures,  976  piculs  ;  He-reels,  240  piculs ;  Kakeda, 
201  piculs.  Direct  shipments  have  been  124  bales, 
making  the  total  export  business  1,600  piculs. 

This  week  has  seen  renewed  activity  in  some 
quarters,  and  a  good  daily  business  has  been 
done,  principally  for  Europe.  The  stock  is  re- 
duced to  8,700  piculs  and  holders  feel  inclined  to 
be  strong.  Prices  for  some  grades  have  advanced 
slightly,  and  exchange  is  somewhat  lower  that  it 
was  last  week. 

It  is  hard  to  predict  the  course  of  our  market  at 
the  present  lime;  if  shippers  continue  operations, 
probably  holders  will  try  to  raise  prices  as  the 
stock  decreases.  ' 

Spring  reelings  of  full-sized  Filatut  es  have 
begun  to  arrive,  and  one  or  two  parcels  have  been 
sold  ;  but  so  far  as  we  have  seen,  these  silks  do 
not  come  up  to  the  reputation  of  the  chops  placed 
upon  them. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer 
Verona,  18th  instant,  taking  729  bales  for  Europe. 
(1  he  out-going  French  and  American  mail  steamers 
should  have  a  fair  quantity.)  The  export  figures 
to  date  are  35,903  piculs,  against  43,848  piculs  last 
year  and  42,350  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks,'—  There  has  been  a  little  business,  one 


March  24,  1S94.] 


THB    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


or  two  parcel  1  ol  good  Shinshu  being  taken  at 
$68o,  witli  medium  grades  at  $650. 

Piraturts, — The  chief  business  luis  been  iii  this 
class)  fine  sizes  for  Kurope  again  having  the 
pi  elei  enoe,  and  true  No.  I  silks  must  be  quoted  a 
lillte  higher.  In  full  sizes,  some  spiing  teelings, 
Clioshinsha  and  Inasha,  have  been  hooked  .it  $800. 
In  oilier  gi  ades,  nothing  of  consequence,  hut  pi  ices 
generally  ai  e  firm. 

Kcreels. — Not  a  very  large  tiade,  but  pi  ices  are 
well  maintained  an.i  tending  upwards.  Recent 
sales  comprise  Ttngensha  at  $780,  with  Tortoise  at 
$775,  and  sellers  are  apparently  not  eager  to  go  on 
at  tnese  quotations.  Other  grades  must  also  he 
quoted  strong  with  a  hardening  tendency. 

Kakeda. — These  have  also  been  in  favour  at 
gradually  advancing  pi  ices,  extra  grade  being 
settled  at  $775,  with  Durttma  $750,  and  Horseliead 
I  at  $730. 

Osliu  and  Taysaam  soils,  no  business. 

QUOTATIONS. 

lUnlls— N.i.  it   — 

Hanks — No.  3  ( Sliinsliu  )    — 

Hanks — No.  a  (  |osll II )    — 

Haul's — No.  24  (Sliinsliu)     — 

llanlcs— No.  t\  (  josliu)   — 

llanlcs — No.  2t  to  j    — 

Han  Its — No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  y\    — 

Filatures — Itxlia  10/12  deniers   Nom.  — 

(filatures — ILxtia  13/15  deniers    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1,  10/13  deniers   $830  to  840 

Filatures — No.  1,  13/15,  14/ifi  <len...  Nom.  820  to  830 

Filatures— No.  i\,  10/14  deniers      760  to 

Filatures — No.  1  j.  1  3 / 1  <*> ,  14/17  'leu   760  to 

Filatures — No.  2,  10/15  deniers    730  to 

Filatures — No.  2,  14/18  deniers    730  to 

Filatuies — No.  3,  1 4/20  deniers    700  to 

Re-reels— Kxtra    — 

Ke-ieels—  (Osliu)  llest  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-ieels — No.  i,  13/15,  14/ifi  deniers   780  to 

lie-reels — No.  14,  13  /  if>,  14/17  denieis   750  to 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  1  )/i8  deniers   720  to 

Re-ieels — No.  2J,  14/1K  denieis    700  to 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1  1/20  denieis    670  to 

Kakedas — tixlra    775 

Kalcedas — No.  1    750  to 

Kalcedas — No.  it    720  to 

Kakedas — No.  2    690  to 

Kawedas — No,  24    670  to 

Kalcedas — No.  3    _ 

Kakedas — No.  jj    — 

Kalcedas — No,  4     

Osliu  Sendai —  No.  aj   — 

Hamatsulci — No.  1,  z    Nom.  — 

liamatsuki — No.  3,  4    Nom.   

Soilai  —  Mo.  2 1   _ 

Kxpoi  1  Haw  Silk  Tables  to  23rd  Marcl 


790 
760 

73" 
710 

680 

7^0 
730 
700 

6S0 


.">««  ■uii  18Q3-1894. 

Hun. 

Itlll  <>|>c   19,492 

Amend    15, 306 


t  olal 


f  Mules  34,798 
(  Piciil*  35.903 


600 


Settlements  and  Direct 

Rxnoi  t  from  1  si  I uly 
Stock,  23rd  March    8,700 


'6,975 
26,104 

43.079 
43.84s 

44,050 
1.900 


■4.9S7 
26,389 


A«ailal,le  supplies  In  dale  46,300        45,950  5O.050 
WASTE  SILK. 

Rather  more  demand  this  week  and  settlements 
amount  to  1,030  piculs,  divided  thus: — Noshi, 
300  piculs;  Kibiso,  730  piculs.  No  direct  ship- 
ments. 

Again  the  principal  demand  has  run  upon  Noshi 
and  Kibiso,  but  consumers  are  trying  to  get  pi  ices 
down  while  holders  think  they  ought  to  go  up. 
Any  laising  of  quotations  will,  we  fear,  stop  the 
trade,  and  if  sellers  wish  to  unload  their  heavy 
stock  they  must  at  least  be  current. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity, 
the  Verona,  1 8th  instant,  taking  79  bales  vaiious 
Waste  for  Europe.  This  departure  makes  the 
present  export  figures  21,929  piculs,  against  34,405 
piculs  last  year  and  26,140  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Noshi. — Considerable  business  in  Bashu  at 
$130;  "  Fair"  Joshu,  $75;  "Good"  Oshu,  $i35 
to  $140;  Filatures,  $140.  The  best  grades  and 
assortments  of  Joshu  seem  no  longer  to  exist. 

Kibiso. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done.  Filatures  realizing  doty  $95,  to  $115,  in 
quantity.  Several  purchases  of  Sendai  at  $85,  with 
Zagouri  ranging  from  $80  to  $60,  and  even  lower 
for  common  quality. 

Mavjata  and  Sundries  have  given  rise  to  no 
business  this  week. 

QUOTATIONS. 
Ptciced  Cocoons — Good  to  Hest  .,  ..     ,  _ 

Nostri-ito-Filature.lJest   .f.45  to  ,50 

Noslu-ito — I'  ilatui  e ,  Good    135  to  140 

Noslii-ilo — Filature,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noslii-ito — Osliu.  (iood  to  Hest    130  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Hest     

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   l00  [0  )0j 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium    goto  95 

Noslii-ito — H usli  11 ,  (iood  to  lieut   120  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Josliu,  Hest    _ 

Noslii-ito— Josliu,  Good   75  to  80 


Noslii-ito — [usiiii*  Ordinary   

Kibiso — I'ilatme,  llest  selected  

Kiblsd — FNatliri,  Seconds  

Kibiso — Ushu.Good  to  Hest   

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Heal  

Kibiso — Sliiiisliu,  Seconds  

Kibiso — [osllU,  Good  to  Kaii'  

Kibiso — Josliu,  Middling  tn  Common 

Kibiso — Maclioji,  Good   

K ibiio — 1  laclioji,  Medi  11 111  to  Low  

Kibiso — Nerr,  Good  to  Common   

Vlawata — Good  to  Hest   170  lo  180 

Export  Table  WasteSilk  to  23id  March,  1 894  .— 

Of)  1*9 1. 


65  to  70 
105  to  1 1 5 
93  t<>  100 
70  to  80 


40  to  35 

35  to  30 

35  to  30 

25  to  20 


Si  \  III  N    I  H 11 3 -o-l. 

PlOilLi, 

Witale  Silk    18,698 

Pierfad  Cocoons   3,  23  I 


|8(1>9J. 

3G7M 
2,692 


24,045 
3,095 


2'.929       34.405  26,140 

Settlements  and  Dncct  >  L"  kmsiiu. 

Export  from  .st  July  )  2^00  ?00  28',0° 

Stock,  23rd  March   16,100        3,100  10,050 

Available  supplier  tudate  40,600        44,800  38,150 

Exchange  has  declined  a  little  and  present  quota' 
tions  are  as  under:  —  London,  41*1/5.  Credits 
2/of;  Documents,  2/05 ;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/of .  Nbvi 
Yoi<K,3od/si  U.S.  $49!;  4111/s.  U.S. $50^.  Pauls 
or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.56;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.575. 

Estimated  SHU  Stock,  231  d  March,  ido4:  — 


Ra  W  .  MClil.S 

Hanks    10 

Filatures    4,480 

fte-reeis   3, 200 

\akeda    980 

Oshu    20 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  10 


WllTI,  PICULS. 

Cocoons   160 

Noshi-ito    8,340 

Kibiso    7, '30 

Mawata   140 

Sundries    330 


Total  piculs    8,700        T  otal  piculs  ...  ..  16,100 

TEA. 

Nothing  fresh  in  this  department.  Prospects 
of  New  Crop  are  favourable  so  far;  but  it  is  too 
early  lo  say  anything  definite  as  yet. 

EXCHANGE. 

The  tendency  of  Exchange  is  downward,  but 
the  difference  between  rates  now  and  a  week  ago 
is  but  a  shade. 

Sterling — Bank  T. T   i/n| 

Sieillog  —  (Sanli  hills  on  demand    I  ll| 

S t e i  ling — Bank  4  months'  sight    .,   2/0J 

Sleiiing — Private  4  months'  sight   2/of 

Sterling— Private  6  months'  sight   2/of 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.47 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2.56 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    J  °/Q  dis. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight    °/0  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    721 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73^ 

On  India — Bank  sight    171 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight    17s 

On  America — Bank  Bills  on  demand    47* 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    49J 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   50J 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2,01 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.09 

Bar  Silver  (London)   27! 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  155.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  World. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ournal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEV  AND  TKADE." 

'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  0} 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  lo  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andto  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  ]apan}South  America,  and  other  countries^ 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Ilakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood lor  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulalion.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating* 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  piivacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  k  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  original  and  only  genuine.  Re- 
nowned throughout  the  world  as  the  most 
exquisite  Perfume.  Avoid  Imitations. 

ATKINSON'S 
FRANGIPANNE      1  STEPHANOTIS 
ESS.  BOUQUET      I    JOCKEY  CLUB 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  geuumo  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
a  "  While  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


2. 

3- 
4- 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 
1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 
Kirst-class  Workmanship. 
Moderate  Prices. 

Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 
cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  Hi»h  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  build. Steam  Launches  of  every  description,from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tu<*s,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c  t  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  i'to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  power,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  ensine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, i8qo,  in  competition  ooen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS :  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDON  OFFICE:  I  J  I  ,&UEEN  VI  CTO  RI A  STREET, E .  C 
May  7th,  1893.  1  v- 


THE  GREATEST  I0DDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME. 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 

ASK  FOR 


LI  E  B I  &  COM  PAN  Y  S 

EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says—'*  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value." 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughou 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


Awarded  Cold  Medal  Lpool  Ihterkt  Exhibition,  1886. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDSSH  CO., 


LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture.* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendish], 

IN  ALL  USUAL  3IZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■atabllahed  a  Quarter  of  m  Century. 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  hai  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  Engiam 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama.  Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 
June  14th,  1892.  .  .  


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DiNNEFORDS] 

FLUID1 

MAGNESIA/ 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 


N.B.-ASK   FOR  DINNEFQRLVS  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   •■GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.  ,  , 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments.  < 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m  i  m  e., 

Manager. 


NGL&ND* 


April  23rd,  1893. 
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and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same;  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 
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BIRTH. 

On  19th  instant,  at  Hedford,  the  wife  of  H.  J.  Hunt,  of 
a  daughter. 

MARRIAGES. 
On  March  27th,  at  Christ  Church,  Yokohama,  by 
the  Rev.E.Champneys  Irwine,  M.A.,  Charles  Grant, 
of  Hongkong,  to  Martha  Catherine,  widow  of  the 
late  B.  ].  S.  Brinkworth,  of  Yokohama,  and  third 
daughter  of  the  late  Richard  Limbrick,  of  Gloucester- 
shire 

On  Thursday,  March  29th,  1894,  at  the  Swiss  Con- 
sulate, Yokohama,  by  Dr.  Paul  Ritter,  Swiss  Vice- 
Consul,  and  afterwards  at  the  British  Consulate,  by 
James  Troup,  Esq.,  H.B.M.'s  Consul,  Henri  Pollak, 
of  Yokohama,  to  Eveline  Biissie  Harris,  of  Christ- 
church,  N.Z.  ;  and  Raymond  Ansblmo  Pollak,  of 
Yokohama,  to  Elsie  Juliette  Harris,  of  Christ- 
church,  N.Z. 

DEATH. 

On  March  25th,  1894,  at  No,  26,  Settlement,  Yoko- 
hama, Marie  Louise,  the  beloved  wife  of  F.  Biel- 
fei.d,  Esq.,  Yokohama,  aged  38  years. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


Over  five  hundred  Japanese  emigrants  will 
shortly  he  sent  by  the  Kissa  Imin  Kaisha  to 

Australia.   

A  violent  earthquake  has  visited  Hokkaido, 
causing  the  destruction  of  much  property,  but 
fortunately  no  lives. 

A  married  woman  lately  committed  hara-kiri 
in  Tokyo  in  consequence  of  her  husband's  in- 
creasing irregularities. 

The  fire  at  Nagatacho  last  Saturday  occasioned 
the  death  by  incineration  of  an  old  lady  of 
about  eighty  years  of  age. 

The  6.30  p.m.  tip-train  from  Nara  was  derailed 
near  Koriyama  on  the  23rd  inst  ,  but  no  injury 
was  sustained  by  passengers. 

The  season  of  the  Yokohama  Amateur  Rowing 
Club  commenced  on  Saturday  with  a  procession 


of  boats  and  several  scratch  races.  Dancing 
was  also  indulged  in  at  the  Boat  House  until 
past  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  KiM-YoK-KiUN,the  famous  Korean  refugee, 
was  assassinated  by  a  fellow-countryman  in  a 
hotel  in  Shanghai  on  the  27th  inst. 

The  sealing  schooner  Worlock,  under  instruc- 
tions from  H.B.M.'s  Court,  has  been  sold  by 
public  auction  to  Captain  Martin  of  Yokohama 
for  $5,200.   

Mr.  Hiram  Shaw  Wilkinson,  late  Crown  Ad- 
vocate in  H.B.M.'s  Supreme  Court  in  Shanghai, 
will  assume  charge  of  H.B.M.'s  Court  for  Japan 
as  Deputy  Judge,  on  the  1st  instant. 

Despite  the  opposition  of  some  members  of  the 
Yokohama  Exchange,  Mr.  Saito,  ex-Vice-Mini- 
ster of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  has  been 
appointed  Councillor  of  the  establishment. 

It  is  stated  that  telegraphic  news  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Imperial  Household  that  the 
Duke  of  Abruzzi,  who  was  expected  to  visit 
Japan,  has  abandoned  the  idea,  and  left  for 
home  from  Singapore. 

Mr.  Clay  MacCauley,  of  Tokyo,  has  been  the 
recipient  of  some  unwelcome  attentions  from 
soshi,  and  the  matter  having  been  reported  to 
the  Foreign  Office  by  Mr.  Edwin  Dun,  the  U.S. 
Representative,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  police. 

The-  Victoria  Public  School  has  amalgamated 
with  the  scholastic  institution  superintended  by 
Miss  Aebersold.  Miss  Aebersold  and  her  as- 
sistant, Miss  Gertrude  Vincent,  are  both  re- 
tained on  the  staff,  Mr.  Fardell  remaining  as 
Head  Master.   . 

Mr.  Inouye,  Minister  of  Education,  has  been 
confined  to  his  residence  through  indisposition. 
Mr.  Mutsu,  Foreign  Minister,  has  also  been  far 
from  well.  Count  Inouye,  Minister  for  Home 
Affairs,  is  improving.  Mr.  Watanabe  Minister 
of  Finance,  is  somewhat  indisposed. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yokohama  General 
Chamber  of  Commerce  was  held  on  Tuesday. 
The  Chamber  carried  a  resolution  supporting 
the  London  Chamber  in  its  representations  to 
the  British  Government  to  re-open  the  Brussels 
Conference  and  rehabilitate  silver. 


Mr.  J.  Lindsley,  of  Messrs.  Frazar  and  Co., 
has  been  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Yokohama 
General  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Mr.  J.Dodds, 
of  Messrs.  Butterfiehl  and  Swire,  declining  the 
honour.  Mr.  J.  P.  Mollison,  of  Messrs.  Mol- 
lison  &  Co.,  has  been  elected  Vice-Chairman,  in 
sucession  to  Mr.  Arthur  Brent,  of  Messrs.  Flint 
Kilby,  &  Co.,  who  has  gone  to  England. 

A  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  stranding  of  the  Nagato 
Maru  (Captain  Pender),  of  the  N.Y.K.,  on 
Saratoga  Spit,  at  the  entrance  to  Tokyo  Bay,  on 
the  1 8th  inst.,  was  held  in  Tokyo  on  Monday. 
From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  ship 
was  steered  the  usual  course  but  an  exceptional 
set  of  the  ebb-tide  cause  her  to  sag  on  to  the 
extreme  western  end  of  the  Spit.  Judgment 
has  been  reserved. 


Intense  excitement  was  created  on  the  Tokyo 
Rice  Exchange  shortly  before  11  a.m.  on  the 
26th  inst.,  Mr.  Hamano  Shigeru,  a  well-known 
rice  merchant,  being  suddenly  attacked  with  a 
deba-bocho,  his  assailant  aiming  at  his  abdomen 
Fortunately  the  man  missed  his  mark,  and  ere 
he  could  give  his  second  blow  was  captured 
by  Haizaki  Ichimatsu,  an  employe'  of  Mr.  Hama- 
no, who  sustained  a  cut  on  his  foot.  Nothing 


definite  is  known  regarding  the  motive  of  the 
attempted  murder,  but  it  is  believed  the  man, 
who  is  named  Hagiwara  Kisaburo  was  insane. 
Rumour  says,  however,  that  the  murder  was 
planned  to  lower  the  pi  ice  of  rice,  Mr.  Hamano, 
who  holds  large  stocks,  having  endeavoured  to 
corner  the  market. 


The  British  Court  at  Shanghai  has  accepted 
the  appeal  of  Mrs.  Kijima  Tsune  and  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  other  families  of  the  sea- 
men drowned  in  the  Chishima  Kan,  against  the 
decision  of  the  British  Court  at  Yokohama  dis- 
missing their  petition  in  the  case  they  are  bring- 
ing against  the  P.  &  O.  S.  N.  Co.  for  compensa- 
tion. Mr.  Lowder,  counsel  for  the  P.  &  O.,  and 
Mr.  Walford,  counsel  for  appellants,  will  leave 
for  Shanghai  early  next  month. 


A  large  increase  in  the  British  Navy  is  an- 
nounced,the  Naval  Estimates  showing  an  increase 
of  three  millions  sterling.  It  is  intended  to  pro- 
vide seven  battle-ships,  six  cruisers,  and  two 
sloops,  which  will  form  only  a  part  of  the  com- 
plete but  undisclosed  programme  that  has  been 
decided  upon  to  extend  over  the  next  five  years. 
The  personnel  of  the  Fleet  will  be  increased  by 
seven  thousand  officers  and  men.  Both  Lord 
Rosebery  and  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  declare  that 
this  increase  is  not  an  agressive  movement,  but 
the  greatest  element  of  peace  for  the  country. 
The  French  Budget,  it  is  said,  shows  a  deficit 
of  nearly  six  millions  sterling.  An  anarchist, 
who  was  carrying  a  bomb  in  the  Madeleine,  in 
Paris,  was  struck  by  a  swinging  door,  when  the 
bomb  immediately  exploded  and  the  man  was 
blown  to  pieces.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  the  Governor 
stated  that  the  late  cashier  (Mr.  May)  had  corn- 
milled  grave  irregularities  in  connection  with 
advances  to  customers,  had  allowed  overdrafts 
without  authority,  and  had  speculated  on  the 
Stock  Exchange,  the  loss  the  Bank  has  sus- 
tained amounting  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  ster- 
ling. Oxford  has  again  won  the  University 
boat-race,  this  year  by  four  lengths.  There  has 
been  some  fighting  in  South  Africa  between 
Portuguese  and  British  forces  ;  and  a  riot  has  in 
occurred  Budapesth. 


There  is  not  much  to  be  said  about  the  Import 
trade,  but  the  lone  of  the  market  for  Man- 
chester goods  is  decidedly  firm  and  the  sales 
satisfactory  in  all  classes  of  fabrics,  while  the 
present  outlook  is  that  this  condition  of  affairs 
appears  likely  to  continue.  The  Metal  market 
remains  unchanged  as  to  values,  while  there  is 
considerable  enquiry  both  about  "  spot  "  and 
"future"  business,  and  generally  there  is 
confidence  all  round.  The  value  of  Kerosene 
is  unchanged,  holders  being  very  firm,  and 
expect  soon  to  reduce  the  present  stock  at 
full  and  possibly  higher  rates.  The  Sugar 
market  continues  sound,  and  a  fair  amount 
of  business  in  all  grades  of  the  various  kinds 
has  been  done,  with  prospects  of  a  continu- 
ance. The  Silk  trade  has  been  fairly  good, 
though  not  so  heavy  as  in  the  previous  week, 
the  total  settlements  amounting  to  1,400  piculs. 
Though  this  has  reduced  the  stock,  a  larger 
business  could  have  been  done  had  holders 
been  current.  In  Waste  Silk  settlements  have 
considerably  fallen  off,  though  there  has  been  a 
fair  enquiry  for  certain  kinds  for  which  rather 
better  prices  have  been  paid.  The  stock  is 
still  heavy,  and  much  of  it  is  of  low  grade. 
Nothing  to  report  in  the  Tea  market,  but,  with 
a  continuance  of  the  present  weather,  a  few 
hand-musters  will  very  shortly  be  shown  here. 
Exchange  has  been  firm,  with  a  hardening 
tendency,  though  most  of  the  actual  business 
has  been  done  at  late  rates. 


37° 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  31,  1894. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 

PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 



The  project  of  amalgamating  the  sections  of 
the  Opposition  under  one  banner  having  failed, 
the  Progressionists  have  devised  another  plan 
with  better  success.  They  have  brought  about 
the  formation  of  a  Journalists'  League,  which 
embraces  the  Hochi  Shimbun,  the  Mainichi 
Shimbuti,  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  the  Kokumin 
Shimbun,  the  Nippon,  the  Chu-o  Shimbun,  the 
Niroku  Shimpo,  and  the  Shin  Choya  Shimbun, 
among  daily  papers,  and  the  Kokumin-no-Tomo 
among  periodicals.  The  leading  papers  not 
included  in  the  League,  are  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun,  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  the  Jiyu 
Shimbun,  and  the  Kokkai.  Of  the  last  named 
journal,  however,  it  must  be  noticed  that, 
although  it  denies  any  connection  with  the 
affair,  its  chief  editor,  Mr.  Suyehiro,  has  openly 
put  his  name  to  the  League's  manifesto,  and 
consequently  so  long  as  he  remains  on  the 
Kokkai s  staff,  that  paper  must  be  practically  re- 
garded as  sympathising  with  movement  started 
by  the  Opposition  journals.  It  is  claimed  that 
in  addition  to  the  journals  above  mentioned, 
several  others  daily  and  periodical  publications 
have  expressed  willingness  to  join  the  League, 
w 

*  tit 

Whether  such  an  alliance  can  endure  for 
many  months  may  be  doubted,  but  for  the 
present  the  Opposition  papers  are  elated 
beyond  expression  with  the  unexpected  suc- 
cess of  their  scheme.  In  announcing  the 
formation  of  the  League,  they  write  as  though 
the  realization  of  its  object  were  already  within 
sight.  The  Hochi  Shimbun,  for  instance,  de- 
clares that  the  fate  of  the  clan  Government  will 
be  decided  in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet, 
and  invites  its  fellow-journalists  of  the  capital 
to  rise  and  bravely  play  their  part  in  the  great 
drama  of  reform  which  is  about  to  be  enacted. 
It  then  goes  on  to  compare  the  newly  formed 
League  with  a  similar  one  organized  by  Pari- 
sian journalists  in  1830  against  the  Government 
of  Charles  X.  "  In  three  days  the  Bourbon  dy- 
nasty was  overthrown,  and  the  revolution  thus 
accomplished  shook  the  whole  continent  of 
Europe.''  The  Hochi  even  goes  so  far  as 
to  reproduce  the  manifesto  issued  by  the 
French  journalists.  It  then  writes  as  fol- 
lows : — "  Now  reader,  compare  this  document 
with  the  manifesto  just  issued  by  the  anii- 
clan  Government  League  of  Tokyo  journal- 
ists. So  far  as  mere  language  is  concerned, 
the  French  document  is  distinguished  by  direct- 
ness and  energy,  while  the  Japanese  is  cir- 
cumlocutory and  mild.  But  this  difference  of 
phraseology  is  caused  by  a  corresponding 
difference  in  the  condition  of  things  in  the  re- 
spective countries  and  by  the  fact  that  the  objects 
aimed  at  and  the  means  employed  are  not  the 
same  in  the  two  cases.  Nevertheless,  our  ob- 
ject being  to  demolish  clan  Government,  to 
maintain  the  purity  of  constitutional  institutions, 
and  to  assert  the  national  rights  of  the  country, 
we  are  confident  that  we  yield  nothing  to  the 
French  journalists  in  loftiness  of  aim  and  com- 
prehensiveness of  idea." 
r  # 

Of  the  papers  outside  the  League,  the  Jiyu 
Shimbun  alone  has  written  on  the  subject.  It 
thinks  that,  whatever  may  be  the  pretended  ob- 
ject of  the  new  combination  its  true  purpose  is  to 
counteract  the  rapidly  growing  influence  of  the 
Radical  Party.  It  does  not  believe  that  a  league 
composed  of  such  incongruous  elements  can 
hold  together  for  any  lengthy  period  of  lime  ; 
nor  is  it  afraid  of  the  combined  attack;  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  gives  it  mor,e  pleasure  than 
to  be  thus  enabled  to  concentrate  its  forces  on  a 
compact  line  of  enemies  instead  of  being  forced 
to  repel  the  separate  and  irregular  attacks  of 
individual  papers.  If  the  journals  belonging 
the  the  League  are  open  to  the  charge  of 
expressing  themselves  in  grandiose  style,  the 
Radical  organ  is  not  entirely  free  from  the  same 
short-coming.  Its  bombastic  and,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  add,  insolent,  language  is  surely  dis- 
creditable to  the  great  party  it  represents. 

Concerning  the  alleged  alliance  between  the 


Government  and  the  Radicals,  the  metropolitan 
papers  are  still  engaged  in  circulating  various 
contradictory  reports.  That  they  have  little 
confidence  in  the  truth  of  their  statements  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that,  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  they  taunt  the  Radicals  with  being  obse- 
quious tools  of  the  Cabinet,  on  the  other,  they 
laugh  at  the  helplessness  of  the  Government  and 
assert  that  its  irresolution  hasalienated  the  hearts 
of  even  the  Radicals.  One  day  they  allege  that 
the  Government  has  abandoned  all  hope  of 
cooperation  with  the  Radicals;  the  next,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  negotiations  are  still 
going  on  between  the  two,  It  is  now  the  fa- 
shion with  many  of  the  Opposition  papers  to 
advise  the  Choshu  statesmen  to  combine  with 
the  Radical  Party  and  thus  organize  a  Coalition 
cabinet.  Curiously  enough,  the  papers  that 
recommend  such  a  course  are  precisely  those 
most  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Radical  Party. 
The  explanation  is  not  difficult  :  these  journals 
are  alarmed  to  find  the  Radical  organ  is  using 
bold  and  even  defiant  language  against  the 
Clan  Government,  since  such  an  attitude  on  the 
part  of  that  paper  cannot  fail  to  increase  the 
popularity  of  the  Jiyuto.  The  Progression- 
ists and  others  are  fully  aware  of  the  fact 
that  their  only  chance  of  obtaining  a  majority 
at  the  next  general  election,  lies  in  an  open 
and  definite  coalition  between  the  Cabinet  and 
the  Radical  Parly.  They  would  then  know  how 
to  rouse  the  prejudices  of  the  people  against 
the  Radicals  by  denouncing  them  as  betrayers 
of  the  cause  of  popular  rights.  Hence  they 
desire  nothing  so  earnestly  as  the  formation  of 
a  Coalition  Cabinet  such  as  that  they  recom- 
mend. On  the  other  hand,  the  fact  that  they 
openly  urge  Count  Ito  and  his  colleagues  to 
combine  with  the  Radicals,  proves  clearly  how 
baseless  are  the  rumours  they  so  assiduously 
circulate,  for  did  an  alliance  already  exist  as 
they  pretend,  they  would  offer  no  such  advice, 
but  would  remain  content  with  the  congenial 
task  of  making  insidious  reflections  upon  their 
hated  enemies  the  Radicals. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  remarks  that  the  turn  of 
events  points  more  and  more  clearly  to  ultimate 
cleavage  of  the  Japanese  political  world  into 
two  opposing  parties,  as  is  the  case  in  England. 
Our  contemporary  discusses  at  some  length 
the  psychological  reasons  for  the  existence  of 
Ihe  two  great  parties  in  England,  and  then  turn- 
ing lo  the  condition  of  things  in  Japan,  observes 
that  the  germs  of  the  future  rival  parties  are  to 
be  found  in  the  so-called  Military  and  Civil 
sections  of  the  clan  statesmen.  The  military 
section,  now  out  of  office,  is  more  bent  on  the 
extension  of  the  country's  rights  and  influence 
vis-h-vis  foreign  Powers  and  in  the  centralization 
of  administrative  power,  than  on  extension  of 
popular  rights  and  accomplishment  of  domestic 
reforms.  It  may  thus  be  likened  to  the 
English  Conservative  Parly.  The  Civil  section, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  inclined  to  pursue  a 
peaceful  foreign  policy  and  to  direct  its  ener- 
gies to  internal  improvement  and  development. 
Its  counterpart  consequently  is  the  Liberal  Party 
of  England.  The  difference  between  these  two 
sections  is  at  present  vaguely  defined,  but  the 
Jiji  has  little  doubt  that  they  are  destined  to 
become  the  nuclei  around  which  the  various 
parties  will  gradually  arrange  themselves. 
*  * 

It  is  reported  that  the  Progressionists  and 
their  allies  will  once  mere  introduce  the  ques- 
tion of  Official  Discipline  in  the  coming  session 
of  the  Diet.  Rumour  vaguely  asserts  that  some 
flagrant  irregularities  have  been  found  in  a  de- 
partment  of  State,  and  that  a  certain  officer 
has  sold  military  secrets  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment. Ihe  Mainichi  Shimbun  has  commenced 
a  series  of  articles  on  the  subject  of  Official  Dis- 
cipline. Thus  far  it  has  treated  of  alleged  ir- 
regularities in  the  Departments  of  Home  and 
of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  complaints  against 
the  Home  Office  are  two  ;  first,  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Yokohama  Harbour  Works  affair 
is  unnecessarily  delayed,  and  secondly,  that  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  has  not  punished 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Temples  and 
Shrines,  who  is  alleged  to  have  taken  unlawful 


steps  in  settling  the  disputes  in  the  Sodo  sect. 
The  charges  preferred  against  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  are  so  childish  that  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  lo  reproduce  them  here.  Briefly,  he 
is  criticised  for  delay  in  the  Revision  of  the  trea- 
ties, for  the  absence  of  Mr.  Nakajima  from  his 
post  in  Rome,  and  for  alleged  incapacity  of 
the  Japanese  Representatives  abroad.  The 
Progressionist  organ  promises  to  give  more 
startling  instances  of  irregularities  in  other  De- 
partments of  State. 

* 

*  * 

The  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  is 
still  discussed  by  the  vernacularpress.  As  already 
noticed  in  these  columns,  the  tone  of  the  papers 
advocating  strict  enforcement  has  considerably 
changed  for  the  better.  They  take  special  care 
to  explain  that  their  object  is  not  lo  put  fo- 
reigners to  unnecessary  inconvenience,  and  they 
all  strongly  resent  the  accusation  that  they  are 
actuated  by  anti-foreign  spirit.  The  Shin  Choya 
Shimbun,  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  support- 
ers of  the  movement  for  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement, writes  as  follows  : — '•  Everybody 
knows  very  well  that  the  advocates  of  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  are 
not  actuated  by  any  anti-foreign  sentiment. 
There  may,  however,  be  some  ruffians  who 
delight  in  wantonly  persecuting  foreigners. 
The  actions  of  such  persons  being  antagonistic 
to  the  true  spirit  of  the  movement  in  question, 
it  becomes  a  national  duty  for  the  advocates  of 
Strict  Enforcement  to  check  them." 

*  * 

The  Opposition  papers  claim  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  not  entirely  free  from  partiality  in 
the  management  of  the  recent  elections.  In 
localities  where  the  contending  candidates  be- 
longed lo  the  Opposition,  (he  authorities  are 
acknowledged  to  have  been  fairly  impartial. 
But  when  competition  occurred  between  a 
Radical  and  an  Opposition  candidate,  special 
facilities  and  protection,  it  is  alleged,  were 
given  to  the  former.  The  Mainichi  Shimbun 
urges  the  Opposition  parties  to  collect  all  facts 
bearing  on  the  subject,  so  that  the  question 
may  be  introduced  in  the  coming  session  of 
the  Diet. 

* 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo,  writing  with  reference  to 
the  employment  of  the  surplus  grants  in-aid-of 
the  engineering  works  in  inundated  districts, 
observes  that,  apart  from  the  constitutional 
points  involved  in  the  question,  theGovemment's 
conduct  in  granting  such  aid  is  open  to  serious 
cricism  on  account  of  the  want  of  care  shown 
in  examining  the  propriety  of  the  amounts  asked 
by  the  respective  local  authorities.  Our  con- 
temporary speaking  from  personal  experience, 
asserts  that  in  many  cases  aid  has  been  given 
where  the  applicants  had  no  right  to  expect 
anything  of  the  kind.  Local  Governors  know, 
says  the  Jiji,  that  there  are  overcharges  in  the 
estimates  of  damages  forwarded  to  them  by 
inferior  local  officials,  but  they  rarely  venture 
to  scrutinize  the  estimates,  for  fear  of  offending 
the  local  politicians.  We  {Japan  Mail)  can 
not  say  how  far  the  Jiji  is  right  in  its  sweeping 
criticisms,  but  our  contemporary  is  apparently 
confident  of  the  trustworthiness  of  its  informa- 
tion, and  it  apprehends  that,  should  the  Diet 
press  for  an  explanation  of  special  items,  the 
Cabinet  may  find  great  difficulty  in  giving  a 
satisfactory  answer. 

* 

*  * 

The  alleged  prevalence  of  corrupt  practices 
in  educational  circles  attracts  a  large  share  of 
journalistic  attention.  The  evils  complained 
of  are  connected  with  the  choice  of  text-books 
for  schools.  Publishing  firms  and  text-writers 
engage  in  keen  competition  lo  have  their  own 
publications  adopted  by  the  Text-Book  Selec- 
tion Committee  in  each  locality.  Stories 
of  bribery  are  very  common.  In  many  cases 
these  rumours  are  fabricated  by  the  disap- 
pointed applicants.  But  some  of  the  reports 
are  acknowledged  to  be  well-founded.  The 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  deplores  that  such  in- 
jurious rumours  should  be  circulated  about  men 
connected  with  education.  It  recommends  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  exercise  particular  care 
in  the  appointment  of  teachers  and  educational 
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officials.  Moreover,  il  appenls  to  educators  to 
remove  the  ignominous  lepululion  in  which 
they  are  now  held  by  the  public. 

»  * 

The  assassination  of  the  Korean  refugee 
Kim  Yo-kin  at  Shanghai,  and  the  discovery 
of  a  similar  attempt  on  the  life  of  his 
friend,  Boku  Yeiko,  in  Tokyo,  have  roused 
widespread  feelings  of  indignation  and  sym- 
pathy in  the  capital.  Some  features  of  Kim's 
private  life  during  his  long  sojourn  in  Japan 
provoke  the  disapproval  of  the  metropolitan 
papers,  but  they  unanimously  express  deep 
sympathy  with  the  unfortunate  victim  of  assas- 
sination, and  are  strongly  inclined  to  suspect 
that  Kim's  murderer,  and  the  attempt  made 
by  his  unsuccessful  confederates  in  Tokyo  must 
have  been  under  the  direction  of  some  power- 
ful Korean  officials.  Indeed,  it  is  alleged  that 
one  of  the  would-be  assassins  of  Boku  was  in 
possession  of  a  special  commission  from  the 
Korean  King  himself. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


AIMS  OF  THE  IMPERIAL   FISCAL  REFORM 
ASSOCIATION. 

On  the  21st  instant,  Messrs.  Taguchi  Ukichi, 
Sudo  Tokichiro,  Yamaki  Kuma,  Asao  Cliokei, 
and  Kazamatsuri  Jinzaburo  addressed,  over 
their  joint  signatures,  a  communication  to  the 
leaders  of  the  Jiyu-to,  the  Kaishin-to,  and  the 
Kokumin  Kyokai,  respectively.  As  this  docu- 
ment throws  further  light  upon  the  aims  and 
scope  of  the  new  Association,  we  shall  briefly 
refer  to  its  contents.  The  writers  having,  in 
the  first  place,  solicited  co-operation  and  assist- 
ance in  carrying  out  the  object  of  their  union, 
proceed  to  explain  the  reasons  why  the  Diet 
has  thus  far  been  unable  to  effect  any  reduction 
of  the  people's  burdens.  In  the  forefront  of 
those  reasons  they  place  the  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  House  of  Peers  and  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  latter  insists  on  reduction 
of  the  Land  Tax  and  re-assessment  of  the  tax- 
able value  of  land ;  whereas  the  former,  rejecting 
these  reforms,  advocates  the  transfer  of  prison 
expenses  to  the  charge  of  the  Treasury.  The 
second  reason  assigned  is  that  the  people's  re- 
presentatives have  been  too  much  taken  up  with 
political  contests  to  bestow  much  attention  on 
practical  questions  of  fiscal  reform.  The  or- 
ganizers of  the  Imperial  Fiscal  Reform  Associ- 
ation do  not  lay  claim  to  any  special  proficiency 
in  statecraft.  But  from  their  personal  experience 
as  local  legislators,  and  their  observations  of 
the  actual  state  of  things  in  the  provinces,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  reduction  of  the  Land  tax.  They  hold 
emphatically  that  the  benefits  of  that  reform 
would  be  enjoyed  not  by  tenants  but  by  land- 
owners. Are  the  land-owners  in  a  condition 
calling  for  State  interference  ?  By  no  means. 
On  the  contrary,  they  are  very  prosperous.  At 
the  time  of  the  original  assessment  of  the  taxable 
value  of  land,  an  average  price  of  4.185  yen  per 
koku  of  rice  was  taken  as  the  basis  of  calcula- 
tion. Several  special  re-assessments  having 
since  been  made,  the  present  basis  of  calculation 
is  about  3.88  yen.  But  the  actual  price  of  rice 
is  over  8  yen  per  koku,  and  so  long  as.  silver 
does  not  begin  to  appreciate,  the  cereal  will  not 
become  cheaper.  The  result  is  that  land- 
owners are  now  actually  paying  only  one-half 
of  what  they  formerly  used  to  pay  by  way  of 
Land  Tax.  What  necessity  then  is  there  to 
give  further  relief  to  them  ?  As  to  re-assess- 
ment of  the  taxable  value  of  land,  the  writers 
acknowledge  that  the  case  is  slightly  different. 
But  while  admitting  that  the  present  valuation 
of  land  for  purposes  of  taxation  is  not  free  from 
inequalities,  they  belie  veil  unnecessary  to  remedy 
the  defect,  for  even  in  localities  where  the  tax- 
able value  have  been  assessed  relatively  high, 
the  extraordinary  rise  in  the  price  of  grain 
leaves  to  the  farmer  a  large  margin  of  profit. 
With  the  Upper  House's  demand  for  the  transfer 
of  prison  expenses  to  the  Treasury,  the  writers 
of  the  communication  are  at  one.  But  at  the 
same  time  they  regret  to  observe  that  the  Peers 
do  not  indicate  in  what  directions  the  conse- 


quent reductions  of  local  taxes  are  to  be  effected. 
The  good  results  expected  of  the  proposed 
measure  would  be  completely  marred  unless 
cai  e  were  taken  in  selecting  the  paiticular  local 
taxes  to  be  lessened.  Long  connection  with 
local  affairs  has  demonstrated  to  the  writers 
the  injurious  nature  of  the  local  rates  called 
Kosuivari  (rates  equally  divided  between  dif- 
ferent communes  according  to  the  number 
of  families,  irrespective  of  the  relative  degree 
of  wealth),  Eigyo  Zei  (trade  taxes),  and  Zas- 
s/itezei  (miscellaneous  taxes).  Consequently 
they  hope  that,  simultaneously  with  the  transfer 
of  the  prison  expenses  to  the  charge  of  the 
Treasury,  the  amount  thus  saved  to  localities  will 
be  employed  for  the  abolition  of  the  above  men- 
tioned imports.  These  taxes  fall  most  heavily 
upon  the  poorest  portions  of  the  community. 
Further,  the  organizers  of  the  Imperial  Fiscal 
Reform  Association  advocate  the  abolition  of 
export  duties,  of  the  tax  on  confectionaries  and 
cakes  of  all  sorts,  and  of  the  tax  on  vehicles, 
and  they  also  demand  a  reduction  of  postal  rates 
as  well  as  of  fares  on  the  Government  railways, 
to  the  extent  of  one-half  the  present  charges. 
These  reforms  would  involve  a  diminution  ot 
about  1 1,000,000  yen  in  the  revenue  of  the  State. 
But  the  temporary  loss  to  the  Treasury  would 
be  more  than  compensated  in  the  course  of 
ten  years  by  the  increase  of  income  indirectly 
resulting  from  these  reforms.  For  while  the  re- 
duced fares  would  lead  to  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  passengers  on  railways,  the  abolition 
of  export  duties  could  not  fail  to  bring  about  an 
increase  of  revenue  from  imports.  If  the  policy 
recommended  be  adopted,  the  writers  do  not 
doubt  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  Japan 
will  be  in  a  position  to  spend  plenty  of  money  for 
industrial,  educational,  and  war-like  purposes. 
They  earnestly  hope  that  the  parties  to  whom 
they  address  themselves  will  show  their  patriot- 
ism by  working  for  the  carrying  out  of  these 
reforms. 

* 

*  * 

The  signatories  of  the  above  document  will,* 
it  is  reported,  personally  wait  upon  Count 
Okuma,  Count  Itagaki,  and  Viscount  Shina- 
gawa,  to  try  their  powers  of  pursuasion  upon 
these  statesmen. 


THE   NEW   JAPANESE  IRONCLADS. 

Referring  to  the  two  ironclads  to  construct 
which  the  Japanese  Government  obtained  au- 
thority from  the  Diet  in  its  4th  session,  the  Jiji 
Shimpo  has  a  note  commenting  on  the  fact  that 
it  has  been  almost  decided  to  entrust  the  build- 
ing of  the  two  ships  to  Messrs.  Armstrong  and 
Company.  The  Jiji  says  that  the  Government 
has  hitherto  given  all  its  orders  to  this  Company, 
which  is  no  doubt  very  good  for  the  Company 
and  in  some  respects  advantageous  for  the 
Japanese  Government  also.  But  our  contem- 
porary thinks  that  a  wiser  plan  would  be  to 
employ  rival  companies,  since  Japan  would  then 
reap  the  benefit  of  their  competition,  not  neces- 
sarily in  respect  of  price,  but  at  all  events  in  the 
matter  of  superior  construction.  This  opinion 
is  not  unnatural  from  a  superficial  point  of  view, 
but  we  find  if  almost  comical  that  the  Jiji 
Shimpo  should  suspect  the  Naval  Department 
of  such  naivete  as  to  require  advice  of  this  kind, 
and  above  all  that  it  should  commiserate  the 
Department  on  its  failure  to  conceive  such 
simple  ideas.  The  Department  must  know 
perfectly  well  what  is  to  be  gained  or  lost  by 
entrusting  an  order  of  such  magnitude  to  one 
or  to  two  firms.  The  plain  fact,  as  we  imagine, 
is  that  in  all  the  work  hitherto  performed  by 
Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Company  for  the  Japan- 
ese Government,  they  have  given  more  satisfac- 
tion than  any  other  firm  in  any  country  and  have 
established  a  title  to  be  regarded  with  complete 
confidence.  Newspapers  always  know  every- 
one's business  better  than  he  does  himself.  The 
Naval  Department  ought  to  summon  a  con- 
clave of  editors  before  finally  embarking  in  any 
undertaking. 


THE   NAGATACHO  FIRE. 

The  fire  of  last  Saturday  in  Nagatacho  by  which 
the  house  of  Major  Muraki  was  consumed,  in- 
volved a  very  sad  accident  closely  resembling 


that  which  occurred  two  days  previously  at  the 
Azabu  fire.  The  Major  and  his  family  had  re- 
cently left  for  Osaka,  and  the  house  wan  tem- 
poiaiily  occupied  by  Mr.  Tsubaki  Ai,  who 
removed  thither  only  the  day  before  the  fire 
broke  out.  Among  Mr.  Tsubaki's  family  was 
an  old  woman  of  80,  and  the  fire  had  its  origin 
in  her  room.  An  attempt  to  rescue  her  was 
immediately  made  by  Mr.  Tsubaki,  himself  over 
60  years  of  age,  but  before  he  could  reach  the 
old  lady's  side,  his  clothes  took  fire.  He  ran 
out,  and  overcome  by  the  heat  and  smoke  fell 
down  in  the  porch  calling  for  help.  By  that 
time  the  flames  had  become  visible  from  with- 
out and  a  belto  in  the  service  of  the  Minister  of 
State  for  Education  who  lives  in  the  next  com- 
pound, rushed  to  the  place  and  breaking  into 
the  porch  found  the  old  man  in  a  pitiable  con- 
dition. He  carried  him  out  lo  the  well,  extin- 
guished his  burning  clothes  and  replacing  them 
by  his  own  garments  carried  the  old  man  to  the 
house  of  Dr.  Ito,  whosecompound  adjoins  on  the 
other  side,  whence  the  sufferer  was  afterwards 
taken  to  the  Red  Cross  Hospital.  As  for  the 
old  lady,  nothing  was  known  or  heard  about 
her  until,  on  clearing  away  the  debris,  her  in- 
cinerated remains  were  found. 


HAWAII. 

The  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
are  at  issue  about  the  Hawaiian  question.  On 
February  7th  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
a  vote  of  177  to  75,  passed  a  Resolution  cen- 
suring ex-Minister  Stevens  for  "  illegally  aiding 
in  overthrowing  the  Hawaiian  Government,"  ape 
proving  the  principle  announced  by  President 
Cleveland  "  that  interference  with  the  domestit- 
affairs  of  an  independent  nation  is  contrary  to 
the  American  doctrine,"  and  declaring  against 
the  annexation  of  Hawaii  or  the  assumption  of 
a  Protectorate  over  it  by  the  United  States.  But 
the  Senate,  three  weeks  later,  took  a  very  dif- 
ferent view.  The  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  consists  of  nine  members,  five  of 
whom  always  belong  to  the  party  in  office. 
Hence  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  would,  on  this  occasion,  en- 
dorse the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  support  the  President.  The 
event,  however,  did  not  justify  that  expectation. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Morgan 
of  Alabama,  a  Democrat,  drew  up  a  Report 
which  received  the  support  of  the  four  Re- 
publican members,  and  there  was  thus,  through 
Mr.  Morgan's  disaffection,  a  majority  hostile 
to  the  President.  The  Report  "exhaustively 
reviews  the  facts,  the  laws,  and  the  piecedents, 
justifies  Mr.  Stevens'  actions,  excepting  in 
proclaiming  a  protectorate,  and  finds  nothing 
irregular  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Blount,  but 
in  effect  says  that  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
committee  under  more  favourable  circumstances 
leads  the  committee  to  different  conclusions 
than  those  which  he  formed." 


THE  "  SOSHI  "  AGAIN. 

These  pests  of  the  time,  the  soshi,  have  been 
again  endeavouring  to  bring  their  country  into 
discredit.  The  object  of  their  lawless  conduct 
on  this  occasion  was  Mr.  Clay  MacCauley,  head 
of  the  Unitarian  Mission  in  Japan,  a  gentleman 
of  the  highest  culture  and  benevolence,  who  for 
years  has  been  conferring  inestimable  benefits 
on  the  youth  of  Tokyo  by  providing  for  them 
moral  and  scientific  instruction.  Since  the 
spring  of  1893  there  has  been  in  process  of 
construction  for  the  use  of  Unitarian  students  a 
spacious  buildingin  Shikokumachi,  Mita, Tokyo, 
called  the  "  Yuiitsu-kwan."  The  opening  cere- 
mony of  this  building  took  place  on  the 
251I1  instant.  For  some  days  previously,  the 
soshi  had  been  busying  themselves  about  Mr. 
MacCauley  and  his  concerns.  Their  attention 
seems  to  have  been  originally  attracted  to  him 
by  the  complaint  of  a  janitor  who  had  been 
dismissed  from  his  service,  and  who,  happening 
to  belong  to  the  Sonen-kai,  a  soshi  society,  laid 
his  grievance  before  his  comrades.  There  was 
also,  we  believe,  some  talk — wholly  erroneous 
of  course — about  Mr.  MacCauley's  having  taken 
part  in  the  journalistic  discussion  of  the. recent 
Oi  Kentaro  incident.   The  soshi,  according  to 
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the  Jiji  Shimbun,  took  their  first  step  on  the  2 1st 
instant,  when  two  of  them  visited  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Kanda,  Manager  of  the  Yuiitsu-kwan, 
and  after  ventilating  a  great  many  grievances 
against  Mr.  MacCauley,   declared    that  Mr. 
Kanda   must  contrive   for  them    a  meeting 
with  that  gentleman.    Mr.  Kanda  explained  the 
groundlessness  of  their  accusations,  and  declin- 
ed to  assist  them  in  any  way.  Subsequently 
they  wrote  to  him  once  and  visited  him  twice 
with  the  same  object,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th  two  soshi  went  to  the  Yuiitsu-kwan, 
asked  to  see  Mr.  MacCauley,  and  in  spite  of  the 
denials  of  the  servants  pushed  their  way  into  the 
audience  room,  where  they  are  said  to  have 
made  use  of  very  opprobrious  language.  The 
people  of  the  place  were  at  first  disposed  to 
seize  these  obstreperous  youths,  but  reflecting 
that  as  the  opening  ceremony  was  to  take  place 
the  next  day  all  disturbance  ought  to  be  avoided 
if  possible,   they  treated  the  intruders  patiently 
and  finally  induced  them  to  leave  without  further 
trouble.    Shortly  afterwards,  however,  another 
letter  arrived  saying  that  although  two  days' grace 
would  be  allowed,  they  should  certainly  come 
again  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  that 
Mr.  MacCauley  should  take  care  not  to  be 
absent  when  they  arrived.    That  afternoon — we 
still  quote  from  the  Jiji  Shimpo  which  we 
believe   to  be  correct  in  the  main — as  Mr. 
MacCauley  was  on  his  way  to  the  Rokumei- 
kwan  he  met  the  American  Minister,  to  whom 
he  described  what  had  occurred.    The  Minister 
desired  him  to  commit  the  facts  to  writing  at 
once  and  communicate  them  officially.  This 
was  done,  and  Mr.  Dun  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  Foreign  Office  where  he  placed  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Vice-Minister  of  Stale 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  Minister  of  State  him- 
self being  ill.     In   consequence  of  this  re- 
presentation exceptional  police  precautions  were 
adopted,  so  that,  although  the  soshi  were  pre- 
sent in  some  numbers  at  the*  opening  ceremony, 
no  disturbance  of  any  sort  occurred.  The 
American  Representative  further  took  the  mark- 
ed step  of  himself  proceeding  to  Mr.  MacCau- 
ley's  house  and  driving  that  gentleman  in  his 
carriage  to  the  place  of  the  opening  ceremony. 
We  do  not  learn  that  any  arrests  have  been  ef- 
fected in  connection  with  this  affair.  Indeed, 
the  great  difficulty  is  that  the  soshi  generally 
manage  to  steer  clear  of  such  violations  of  the 
law  as  would  justify  their  severe  punishment.  In 
the  case  we  are  now  considering  they  have  been 
importunate  in  seeking  an  interview,  and  they 
have  sent  letters  which,  although  peremptory, 
do  not  appear  to  bear  a  threatening  construc- 
tion, but   in    all  that  there  is  nothing  that 
seriously  compromises  them  vis-a-vis  the  law. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  plain  that  they  carry 
their  interference  with  other  people's  affairs  al- 
together beyond  permissible  limits,  and  unless 
some  effectual  means  of  checking  them  can  be 
devised,  they  will  greatly  impair  their  country's 
good  name.  Considering  how  thoroughly  peace- 
ful and  courteous  to  foreigners  the  great  mass 
of  the  Japanese  people  are,  it  is  really  lament 
able  that  these  silly  youths,  whose  only  title  to 
be  knights  errant  is  their  apparent  inability  to 
follow   any  serious  or   profitable  profession, 
should  be  suffered  to  injure  the  fair  fame  Japan 
has  earned  by  years  of  patient  kindliness  and 
graceful  good-will.      *  *  * 

In  another  column  the  Jiji  Shimpo  has  the 
following  note: — "Four  years  have  passed 
since  Mr.  MacCauley  came  to  Japan.  During 
that  time  he  has  acquired  an  exceptional  know- 
ledge of  the  Japanese  character  and  has  learn 
ed  to  like  the  Japanese  more  and  more.  If  any 
body  can  be  said  to  be  partial  to  them,  it  is 
he.  Whenever  any  question  occurs  between 
foreigners  and  Japanese,  he  is  always  inclined 
to  take  the  latter's  part,  whether  behind  their 
backs  or  to  their  faces.  He  regards  every 
Japanese  as  a  friend,  and  looks  forward  to 
spending  the  whole  of  his  life  in  Japan.  That 
such  a  man  should  be  annoyed  by  soshi,  as  has 
now  been  the  case,  is  beyond  all  reason.  He 
must  be  pained  to  think  how  fruitless  all  his 
labour  has  been.'' 

♦ 

If  anything  could  undo  the  mischief  wrought 


by  the  soshi  it  would  be  a  remonstrance  such 
as  the  above.  The  leading  Japanese  journals 
have  it  in  their  power  to  stifle  the  morbid 
anxiety  entertained  by  some  of  their  nationals  to 
assert  themselves  vis-a-vis  the  foreigner.  Of 
genuine  anti-foreign  feeling  we  believe  that 
there  is  as  little  in  Japan  as  there  is  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  But  there  is  a  notion 
that  the  foreigner  lords  it  over  the  Japanese; 
that  he  looks  down  on  them,  considers  them 
an  inferior  race,  and  does  not  deem  them 
worthy  of  the  consideration  which  he  claims 
for  himself.  This  fancy  prevails  especially 
among  the  rising  generation,  and  impels 
them  to  seek  some  means  of  convincing  the 
foreigner  that  they  are  as  good  men  as  he  any 
day  in  the  year.  We  do  not  say  that  the  feeling  is 
not  comprehensible,  or  that  its  existence  is  al- 
together to  be  wondered  at,  but  it  is  certainly 
open  to  misconstruction  that  may  work  great 
injury  to  Japan's  reputation  and  destroy  the 
friendship  with  which  she  is  regarded  by  the 
West.  No  Japanese  journal  could  play  a  more 
patriotic  and  useful  part  than  that  chosen  by  the 
Jiji  Shimpo  in  this  instance. 


TRADE  AND  FINANCE  IN  ENGLAND 

Mr.  Harold  Frederic  telegraphs  to  an  Ame- 
rican paper: — "It  is  not  easy  to  get  at  any 
marked  or  tangible  basis  for  feeling  that  business 
is  improving  in  England,  though  expressions 
of  that  feeling  are  becoming  common  and  an 
opinion  really  exists  and  figures  are  quoted  show 
ing  largely  increased  imports  of  raw  materials 
for  manufactures,  which  are  $15,000,000  in 
excess  during  the  last  month  over  the  previous 
January.  They  at  least  argue  an  augmented 
confidence  among  manufacturers  in  the  outlook ; 
but  the  improvement  in  railway  traffic  returns 
is  not  so  convincing  because  these  are  largely 
the  result  of  congested  business  after  a  long 
strike.  The  truth  seems  to  be  that,  although 
everybody  is  hopeful  and  the  Stock  Exchange 
exceptionally  cheerful,  despite  the  crash  in 
silver,  we  are  still  too  much  affected  by  the 
backwash  from  that  tremendous  coal  war  to 
be  able  to  tell  how  much  of  the  improvement 
is  of  a  permanent  nature." 

THE  KUGE  NOBLES. 

A  vernacular  newspaper,  alluding  to  the  po- 
verty of  the  Kuge  nobles,  says  that  the  most 
wealthy  was  the  house  of  Kujo,  which  neverthe- 
less had  only  3,043  koku  of  rice  annually.  A 
few  others  had  revenues  of  2,000  koku,  but  the 
majority  did  not  possess  more  than  30  koku, 
an  amount  obviously  insufficient  to  support  a 
family,  however  economically  it  lived.  The  total 
numbe'rof  Alehouses  was  137  andtheirincomes 
aggregated  only  42,937  koku  :  in  other  words, 
the  total  incomes  of  the  137  nobles  in  this  class 
were  less  than  the  revenue  of  one  petty  daimyo.^ 
These  137  houses  were  distinguished  as  "old" 
and  "new  "  according  to  whether  they  had  existed 
before  or  after  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Gomi- 
zuo.  It  must  be  confessed  that  these  terms  "  old  " 
and  "new"  would  hardly  be  accepted  by  any 
analyst  of  the  European  nobility,  for  the  dividing 
epoch,  namely,  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Gomizuo,  was  from  the  year  1612  to  1630,  so 
that  the  most  juvenile  of  the  so-called  new 
houses  must  be  at  least  260  years  old.  Of  course 
they  are  all  descended  from  Imperial  ancestors, 
but  they  are  usually  classified  under  the  names 
of  ten  founders  as  follow  : — 

Old.  New.  Total. 

Fnjiwata  48  

MinamoLo   H  

Sugawara    4  

Tail  a    1  

Seiwa  Genji    I  

Abe   I  

OnaUatomi   I  

Uiabe   !...« 

Tan   I  

Ye    o  

Total   69  
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A  JINRIKISHA  DOG. 

It  appears  that  a  clever  Japanese  has  success- 
fully employed  the  expedient  of  harnessing  a 
dog  to  act  as  leader  in  a  jinrikisha.  The  idea 
was  suggested  by  the  capacity  which  the  dog 


showed  when  yoked  to  the  jinrikisha  in  jest 
one  day,  when  the  animal  exhibited  such  power 
that  its  master,  himself  a  jinrikisha-drawer , 
resolved  to  employ  it  as  a  permanent  assistant. 
The  dog,  it  is  said,  can  draw  ^jinrikisha  load- 
ed with  nearly  half  a  koku  of  rice  up  a  tolerably 
steep  incline,  and  when  aUached  to  the  shafts  in 
front  of  its  master  it  does  excellent  work.  It 
may  well  be  supposed  that  the  novelty  of  riding 
in  a  conveyance  thus  drawn  attracts  much 
custom,  and  the  man  is  doing  a  roaring  trade. 
Vernacular  newspapers  never  relate  these  in- 
cidents without  due  touches  of  local  colouring. 
Hence  we  are  accurately  informed  by  the  Shin- 
Choya  that  the  master  of  this  docile  dog  lives 
at  Ryogasaki  in  the  Kawachi  District  of  Ibaraki 
Prefecture,  where  anybody  can  see  it  who  likes 
to  take  the  journey  thither. 

A   NEW  JOURNAL. 

We  do  not  find  any  confirmation  of  the  rumour 
that  Mr.  Nakajima  Nobuyuki  is  about  to  start 
a  new  political  journal,  but  neither  do  we  hear 
any  contradiction  of  it.  Mr.  Nakajima  was 
President  of  the  first  House  of  Representatives 
and  subsequently  received  the  appointment  of 
Minister  to  Italy.  The  accession  of  such  a 
man  to  the  ranks  of  Japanese  journalism  would 
be  decidedly  svelcome,  but  why  on  earth  Mr. 
Nakajima  should  abandon  his  official  career, 
now  full  of  promise,  in  order  to  enrol  himself 
amongst  the  "boys"  who  now  play  with  the 
pen  in  Japan  we  really  do  not  see.  If  he  is  the 
means  of  giving  us  a  journal  such  as  may  be 
ranked  with  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  and  one  or  two  others,  the  sacrifice 
he  contemplates  will  deserve  public  gratitude. 
But  we  wonder  greatly  whether  he  appreciates 
the  sort  of  gallery  into  which  he  is  about  to 
thrust  himself. 

THE   ROBBBRS   OF  THE   SHIBA  MAUSOLEA. 

The  thieves  who  on  two  consecutive  nights, 
the  9th  and  10th  instant,  robbed  the  Mausolea 
in  Shiba  Park  have  been  arrested  by  the  Tokyo 
police.    There  are  six  of  them,  and  their  chief 
is  Tajiri  Gengo,  an  ironmonger,  whose  easy 
circumstances  ought  to  have  deterred  him  from 
the  commission  of  such  a  crime.    It  appears 
that  on  the  6th  instant  Tajiri,  accompanied  by 
an  employe,  Matsui  Sakuzo,  carried  a  bronze 
lantern  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Okura  Kihachi- 
ro  in  Reinan-zaka  by  whom  it  had  been  pur- 
chased.   This  done  the  two  men  went  to  Shiba 
Park  and  visited  the  Mausolea.    Tajiri's  expert 
eyes  were  captivated  by  the  beautiful  metal- 
work  employed  in  the  decoration  of  the  shrines 
and  on  his  return  home  he  summoned  four 
artizans  of  his  own  profession  and  suggested 
the  feasibility  of  robbing  the  Mausolea.  The 
men  were  easily  seduced,  and  on  the  night  of 
the  9th  they  proceeded  to  the  Mausoleum  of 
the  Sixth  Shogun — Tajiri   himself  does  not 
appear  to  have  accompanied  them — and  strip- 
ped from  the  gates,  pillars  and  lanterns  over 
40lbs.  weight  of  ornamental  metal-work,  which, 
together   with   a   quantity    of    copper  from 
the  roof,  they  carried  off  successfully.  One 
would  have  supposed  that,  whatever  the  temer- 
ity of  these  thieves,  the  scene  of  their  theft  was 
the  last  place  they  were  likely  to  visit  immedi- 
ately afterwards  for  the  same  purpose.  But  pro- 
bably they  relied  on  that  very  inference,  for  on 
the  next  night  they  returned  to  the  same  Mauso- 
leum and  carried  away  a  part  of  the  door  of  a 
cenotaph,  the  heads  of  several  bronze  lanterns, 
together  with  some  more  copper  from  the  roof. 
Their  operations  on  this  night  required  so  much 
time  that  they  were  unable  to  carry  away  all  the 
stolen  articles   and  had  to  hide  the  lantern 
heads  in  a  neighbouring  grove  with  the  intention 
of  removing  them  subsequently.    The  whole  of 
the  spoil  was  sold  to  the  instigator  of  the  theft, 
Tajiri  Gengo,  who  of  course  obtained  the  fine  old 
objects  at  a  very  small  cost.    Meanwhile,  the 
guardiansoftheMausoleahad  brought  thematter 
to  the  notice  of  the  police  and  steps  for  minute 
but  quiet  investigation  were  immediately  or- 
ganized.   On  the  morning  of  the  nth  instant  a 
man  carrying  some  plates  of  copper  was  arrest- 
ed in  the  Nihonbashi  District  a  long  way  from 
the  scene  of  the  robbery,  but  not  far  enough  to 
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be  beyond  the  keen  scrutiny  of  the  police. 
Examined  at  a  neighbouring  police  office,  lie 
confessed  that  lie  bad  siolen  the  copper  from 
one  of  the  Shiba  Mausolea,  but  tried  to  screen 
his  accomplices  declaring  that  he  alone  had 
committed  the  robbery  during  the  night  of 
the  10th  instant.  This  man  was  Matsui 
Sakuzo,  and  of  course  the  police  now  found 
little  difficulty  in  following  up  the  clue  thus 
obtained.  Tajiri,  though  in  an  extensive  way 
of  trade  had  long  been  suspected  of  procuring 
materials  dishonestly,  and  was  soon  connected 
by  a  clear  chain  of  evidence  with  the  Shiba 
burglary.  He  and  the  other  thieves  were  carried 
before  the  magistrates  on  the  1st  instant,  and 
after  some  questioning  admitted  their  guilt. 
One  of  them  had  a  broken  head  caused  by 
falling  from  a  roof  while  he  was  stripping  it 
of  its  copper. 

THK  YOKOHAMA  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 
AND  SILVER. 

The  great  majority  of  the  foreign  community 
will  be  uufeignedly  glad  that  the  Yokohama 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  decided  to  prepare 
and  forward  a  memorial  urging  some  inter- 
national arrangement  for  the  rehabilitation  of 
silver.  We  ourselves  feel  special  satisfaction 
at  this  resolve,  because,  for  nearly  fourteen 
years,  we  have  urged  the  vital  necessity  of  the 
step  now  to  be  advocated  by  the  Chamber,  and 
through  all  that  time  we  seemed  to  stand  alone 
in  our  contention,  other  public  utterances  on 
the  subject  being  either  indifferent  or  con- 
temptuous. Recently,  however,  correspon- 
dence in  the  columns  of  the  local  press  has 
distinctly  proved  that  a  very  strong  feeling 
sways  the  majority  of  the  foreign  residents  in 
favour  of  bi-metallism,  the  only  really  uncom- 
promising opponent  of  it  being  a  man  who  is 
not  himself  a  merchant,  and  who,  writing  over 
various  anonyms  to  the  local  press  during  the 
past  five  or  six  years,  has  been  an  unfailing 
promoter  of  mischief  and  malice  in  this  com- 
munity. It  would,  of  course,  be  over-san- 
guine to  suppose  that  a  memorial  from  Yoko- 
have  is  likely  to  produce  much  effect.  But 
if  such  a  reflection  were  suffered  to  exer- 
cise a  deterrent  influence,  how  many  me- 
morials would  be  forwarded  ?  Very  few,  we 
imagine.  No  question  should  be  raised  about 
the  relative  importance  of  any  one  repre- 
sentation. The  combined  effect  of  a  great 
many  representations  is  what  has  to  be  consi- 
dered, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  Yoko- 
hama stood  aloof  while  Shanghai,  Hongkong, 
and  other  commercial  centres  in  the  East  are 
moving  energetically  and  ably,  the  one  absten- 
tion might  suggest  a  very  mischievous  in- 
ference. Trade  has  suffered  immensely  from 
the  appreciation  of  gold.  Nothing  could  be 
truer  than  what  Mr.  Mollison  said  at  the  Annual 
General  Meeting  of  the  Yokohama  Chamber  on 
Tuesday  : — "  Unless  a  marked  change  comes 
over  the  silver  question  and  something  is  done 
to  rehabilitate  silver,  Lancashire  cannot  much 
longer  compete  with  Japan,  and  the  days  of 
English  and  foreign  yarns  in  Japan,  may,  I  fear, 
be  already  numbered." 

A  ONESIDED  LOTTERY. 

One  of  the  strong  points  of  the  laws  promulgated 
in  the  present  period,  is  that  they  are  totally 
opposed  to  the  importation  of  opium — except 
for  medical  purposes-^-- and  visit  gambling  with 
heavy  fines  and  prolonged  terms  of  imprison- 
ment. Under  the  circumstances  it  is  not  a  little 
strange  that  the  mujin  system  is  permitted  to 
exist.  Mujin  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
nothing  better  than  lotteries,  of  a  distinctly  bad 
order.  There  are  a  few  of  good  fame,  and  it 
is  stated  that  a  regular  monthly  contribution 
of  fifty  sen  or  one  yen  will  at  least  bring  back 
the  ticket-holder  his  money  in  the  long  run, 
that  he  thus  stands  no  risk  of  losing  his  invest- 
ments, relinquishing  the  interest  only.  If 
fortunate,  he  may  win  one  hundred  times  his 
venture  within  two  or  three  months  ;  and  if 
he  only  keep  at  it,  is  sure  to  get  his  money 
back  sooner  or  later.  But  it  is  well-known 
that  most  of  these  lotteries  are  simply  specula- 
tive attempts  to  get  his  hard  earnings  from  the 
labouring  man,  for  by  far  the  larger  portion  of 


the  ticket-holders  are  poor  people,  to  whom 
the  faint  prospect  of  a  sudden  turn  of  the  wheel 
of  fortune  in  their  favour,  is  always  altering, 
In  truth,  the  miiffn  are  an  infraction  of  the 
spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  one  of  the  Empire's 
wisest  laws.  A  case  in  point  occurred  quite 
recently  which  amply  demonstrates  the  general 
tint! ustworlhiiiess  and  moral  unsoundness  of 
these  specious  investments.  The  Kanda  mujin 
of  Tokyo  has  been  for  over  ten  years  in  exist- 
ence, and  has  hitherto  been  supposed  to  be  one 
of  the  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  :  investors 
being  at  all  events  satisfied  with  the  management 
of  the  concern.  But  within  the  last  year  it 
was  noticed  that  the  blind  goddess  appeared  to 
be  suspiciously  partial  in  the  distribution  of  her 
favours.  The  directors  of  the  company  and 
principal  shareholders  invariably  held  trumps; 
the  few  outside  investors  that  did  reap  a  small 
margin  of  profit  had  no  great  reason  to  feel 
elated,  whereas  the  big  prizes  went  always  into 
the  capacious  gamaguchi  of  the  directional 
body.  Some  malcontents  resolved  to  sift  this 
matter, — to  discover,  if  possible,  whether  this 
was  not  a  sort  of  moral  strabismus  on  the  part 
of  fickle  Fortune,  instead  of  total  obscurity  of 
vision.  The  police  took  the  matter  in  hand  and 
found  that  the  whole  concern  had  for  years  been 
in  a  bankrupt  condition  and  that  the  investors' 
money  had  long  since  been  misappropriated  ; 
that,  knowing  ruin  was  at  hand,  the  members  of 
the  company  had  finally  resorted  to  a  system  of 
maiked  tickets,  with  the  help  of  which  they  were 
enabled  to  pocket  each  prize  as  it  turned  up. 
The  system  was  a  pretty  one  and  wholly  satisfac- 
tory, so  far  as  the  directors  were  concerned,  but 
the  authorities  were  not  disposed  to  take  a  lenient 
view  of  affairs.  The  head-quarters  of  the  com- 
pany have  now  become  mujin  in  every  sense, 
and  the  erst  opulent  speculators  have  been 
awarded  government  contracts  that  will  keep 
their  hands  out  of  other  people's  pockets  for 
some  time  to  come. 


A  DESPERATl!  ACT. 

Self-disembowelment  or  hara-kiri  is  no  longer 
the  favourite  method  of  suicide  in  this  country, 
and  though  there  still  are  those  who  speak  in 
behalf  of  the  deed  as  one  befitting  men  actuated 
by  the  old  samurai-gi  (knightly  spirit)  when 
put  to  shame  or  without  hope,  it  is  nevertheless 
in  the  nature  of  a  shock  to  read  of  its  actual 
occurrence,  and  we  may  lake  it  for  granted  that 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  those  who 
see,  under  certain  circumstances,  no  wrong  in 
this  kind  of  self-immolation,  would  never  them- 
selves dream  of  committing  the  deed.  In  the 
case  of  women,  hara-kiri,  or  seppuku,  has  al- 
ways been  rarer  than  among  men  ;  those  who 
thus  choose  voluntarily  to  follow  their  lords  to 
another  world  preferring  rather  the  speedier 
release  of  cutting  the  throat  and  thus  dividing 
one  of  the  great  arteries  of  the  neck.  A  wife  in 
Nishi-take  Cho,  Hongo  Disrict,  Tokyo,  how- 
ever did  commit  hara-kiri  on  the  1 8th  instant, 
with  all  due  observance  of  the  rules  handed 
down  from  antiquity.  Her  husband  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Koishikawa  Arsenal,  and  for 
nearly  ten  years  they  had  lived  a  peaceful  life, 
undisturbed  by  connubial  differences  and  ap- 
parently wholly  absorbed  in  each  other  and  the 
rearing  of  theirlitlle  six-year-old  daughterUmeji. 
Since  December  of  last  yeai  the  father  had  grown 
irregular  in  his  habits;  he  would  come  home 
long  after  midnight,  or  sometimes  stay  away 
for  twenty-four  hours  without  offering  any  ex- 
planation of  his  absence  beyond  saying  that 
he  had  been  invited  out  by  a  friend  or  compelled 
to  work  at  the  Arsenal  longer  than  the  usual 
time.  The  wife,  O  Tsune,  did  not  believe  him, 
but  it  was  not  her  prerogative  to  inquire  too 
closely  into  the  manner  in  which  her  spouse 
spent  his  days.  Yet  as  he  grew  noticeably  less 
affectionate  towards  her,  she  became  persuaded 
that  his  heart  had  become  alienated,  and,  besides, 
shehadreasonto  believe  that  he  frequently  visited 
the  Yoshiwara.  This  so  preyed  upon  her  mind 
that  she  determined  to  free  her  husband  alto- 
gether. "If  it  be  true,"  she  wrote  to  a  friend  a 
week  or  so  before  her  death,  "  that  he  loves 
some  one  better  than  me,  my  continued  existence 
will  only  prove  an  obstacle  ;  I  had  far  better  join 


the  world  of  spirits  and  there  await  his  coining  | 
for  surely  his  heart  will  come  buck  to  me  when 
he  learns  that  I  have  died  for  his  dear  sake." 
On  the  night  of  the  17th  instant,  the  peccant 
husband  again  failed  to  return  to  his  home;  so, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  the 
wife  made  her  preparations  to  die.  Spreading 
several  rugs  over  the  matting  of  the  guest- 
chamber,  she  sat  on  them,  and  deliberately  in- 
flicted two  deep  and  almost  immediately  fatal 
wounds  in  her  abdomen,  using  for  this  purpose 
one  of  the  family  heirlooms,  a  famous  Bizen 
blade  some  three  centuries  old.  The  frantic 
screams  of  little  Umeji  soon  brought  a  number 
of  people  to  the  rescue,  but  the  poor  woman 
expired  within  a  few  minutes.  There  is  some- 
thing very  touching  in  the  story  after  all,  and  a 
spark  of  true  nobility  in  the  act  itself,  opposed 
though  it  be  to  our  vaunted  canons  of  right  and 
wrong. 


A  FALSE  ALARM. 

It  is  not  often  that  the  fire-bells  in  Tokyo  ring 
out  their  wild  message  without  sufficient  cause, 
but  the  good  people  of  Shiba  District  were,  a 
few  days  ago,  agreeably  surprised  to  find  their 
worst  fears  for  once  unrealized.  About  half- 
past  two  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant, 
the  furious  clanging  of  a  fire-bell  sent  several 
hundreds  of  insufficiently  clad  people  into  the 
streets;  for  the  persistent  and  rapid  ringing 
of  a  fire-bell  means  that  the  conflagration  is 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  watch-tower,  less 
than  three  cho  in  fact.  Everybody  was  anxiously 
asking  for  the  whereabouts  of  the  fire,  and  others 
began  to  take  up  the  alarm,  when  the  ringing 
suddenly  ceased  and  the  excited  crowd  learned 
that  it  had  been  made  the  victim  of  a  lunatic's 
escapade.  It  appears  that  an  insane  man  in  the 
vicinity  had  broken  out  of  his  quarters,  and 
being  chilly  and  possesseed  therefore  with  the 
idea  that  there  ought  to  be  a  fire  somewhere, 
he  had  done  his  best  to  arouse  the  neighbour- 
hood, with  wholly  gratifying  results.  He 
mildly  explained  his  reason  for  giving  the  alarm 
to  a  sleepy  yet  indignant  police-inspector,  but 
met  with  very  little  sympathy.  The  awakened 
people  took  the  matter  in  very  good  part,  it  is 
said,  being  only  too  grateful  to  find  their  homes 
out  of  danger. 


THE   POISONOUS  "  FUGU," 

Dr.  Takahashi,  of  Tokyo,  has  for  some  years 
past  been  making  a  systematic  examination  of 
the  poisonous fugii-fish,  with  the  intent  of  dis- 
covering what  parts  conceal  the  so-called  chu- 
dokti,  or  poisonous  deposits,  and  at  what  time 
of  the  year  the  meat  of  the  fish  is  particularly 
injurious.  He  has  so  far  only  followed  in  the 
steps  of  a  number  of  German  scientists  who 
have  similarly  made  the  fugu  the  subject  of 
investigation.  From  all  that  has  hitherto  been 
published,  it  would  appear  that  there  are  several 
species  of  this  ugly  plectognathous  gymnodont 
inhabiting  the  coast-waters  of  Japan.  All  the 
members  of  the  sub-order  of  Gymnodontes  are 
capable  of  globular  inflation,  and  the  majority 
are  poisonous,  in  particular  the  species  Tetro- 
don,  and  of  this  species  especially  T.  rubripes, 
Schleg.,  and  T.  xanthopterus,  the  former  being 
easily  recognized  by  the  reddish  tinge  of  the 
pectoral  fins  and  the  latter  by  the  yellow  rim 
around  its  eyes.  From  February  to  the  end  of 
May  the  flesh  of  these  Telrodons  is  to  be 
avoided.  This  is  the  breeding-season,  and  the 
parts  around  the  ovaries  and  stomach  of  the 
female  as  well  as  the  digestive  and  procreative 
organs  of  the  male,  have  been  shown  to  be 
highly  poisonous.  In  some  instances  the  whole 
fish  seem  to  be  more  or  less  affected  by  its 
lethal  secretion,  the  one  part  generally  left  un- 
tainted being  the  meal  on  the  highest  portion  of 
the  back,  around  the  dorsal  fin.  This,  it  would 
appear,  may  at  all  times  be  eaten  with  impunity, 
and  is  said  to  make  a  very  delicious  dish, 
though  most  sensible  people  would  do  well  to 
avoid  any  closer  intimacy  with  so  ill-famed  a 
fish.  Despite  stringent  regulations  against  the 
sale  of  fugu,  they  are  nevertheless  in  the  market, 
the  average  price  of  a  good  specimen  being,  in 
Yokohama,  from  10  to  15  sen.  On  the  71b  in- 
stant, no  less  than  four  deaths  occurred  in 
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Tokyo  from  Tetrodon  poison.  A  jinrikisha- 
puller  invited  three  of  his  friends  to  a  little 
"blow-out"  in  Karasu-mori-cho,  the  principal 
dish  being  a  stew  of  fugu  flanked  by  flagons 
of  nakagumi.  After  eating  heartily,  the  four 
went  to  ply  their  avocation  near  Shimbashi 
Station,  and  while  waiting  for  the  next  train  to 
come  in  were  seized  with  severe  cramps  and 
nausea.  They  were  speedily  removed  to  the 
nearest  police-station,  but  in  spite  of  powerful 
emetics,  died  within  the  hour.  Dr.  Gortz,  in 
his  careful  essay  Ueber  in  Japan  vorkommendc 
Fisch  und  Lackvergiftungen,  states  that  the 
symptoms  of  this  poison  are  headache  and 
nausea,  paleness,  profuse  perspiration,  and 
strikingly  diminished  activity  of  the  heart.  The 
immediate  cause  of  death  is  heart-failure. 

*  * 

It  is  remarkable  that  on  the  same  day  another 
fatal  case — a  girl  of  24 — was  reported  in  Nihom- 
bashi  District,  death  in  this  instance  resulting 
from  over-indulgence  in  prawns.  The  District 
physician  declares  that  the  prawns  had  them- 
selves eaten  some  poisonous  substance,  probably 
a  dead  Tetrodon,  and  that  the  fatal/w^w  was  thus 
in  this  case  also  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble. 

A  STORMY  VOYAGE. 

The  British  ship  Thermopyhe,  which  recently 
arrived  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  from  Hongkong,  had 
a  very  rough  passage  across,  says  the  Colonist: 
— Speaking  of  his  trip,  Captain  Winchester  says 
it  seemed  as  though  he  ran  into  a  heavy  snow- 
storm about  every  other  day  occupied  on  the 
voyage.  After  leaving  Hongkong  the  vessel 
was  eight  days  getting  out  of  the  China  Sea,  ten 
hours  of  which  she  was  in  a  terrific  gale.  The 
worst  storm  experienced,  however,  was  off  Cape 
Flattery  and  in  sight  of  land,  which  she  had  lost 
view  of  in  the  Orient  forty-eight  days  before. 
In  this  gale  the  vessel  lost  a  whole  suit  of  sails. 
Giving  an  idea  of  the  severity  of  the  gales  pass- 
ed through,  Captain  Winchester  says  that  on 
some  occasions  the  ice  formed  so  thickly  on  the 
vessel's  masts  that  when  it  thawed  the  crew  were 
in  danger  of  being  struck  and  injured  by  the 
big  icicles  loosened.  The  ship  had  to  heave- 
to  four  times,  and  was  unable  to  carry  her  top- 
gallant sails  but  four  days  during  the  passage. 

THE   EDITORSHIP  OF  THE  "  JAPAN  GAZETTE." 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  editor  of  the 
Japan  Gazette  is  an  Englishman,  but  the 
Hakubunkwan  of  Tokyo,  a  large  and  well- 
known  publishing  house,  is  evidently  of  a 
different  opinion.  Two  books  dealing  with  the 
rules  of  English  grammar  and  composition 
have,  it  appears,  been  lately  published  by  this 
enterprising  firm  and  the  author  of  the  volumes 
is  Mr.  Inoue  Jukichi,  whilom  instructor  in 
English  at  the  First  Higher  Middle  School.  In 
the  advertisements  of  these  books,  Mr.  Inoue 
is  invariably  referred  to  as  the  "  editor  of  the 
Japan  Gazette."  In  a  recent  case,  the  Haku- 
bunkwan gave  a  short  sketch  of  Mr.  Inoue's 
life,  showing  how  he  had  gradually  become 
so  skilful  in  the  use  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  idiom 
as  to  rise  to  the  editorial  chair  of  the  paper 
in  question. 

EARTHQUAKE   AT  NEMURO. 

A  telegram  despatched  from  Neinuro  at  5.35 
p.m.  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  instant,  says 
that  at  7  a.m.  on  the  preceding  day  the  place 
was  visited  by  a  violent  shock  of  earthquake. 
The  seisimometers  at  the  Observatory  having 
been  overthrown  by  the  shock,  no  exact  record 
of  its  direction  or  intensity  was  obtained,  but 
the  message  tells  that  fissures  occurred  in  the 
soil,  that  brick  warehouses  were  cracked  in 
several  instances,  that  windows  were  broken, 
and  that  there  were  some  casualties  among  men 
and  animals.  The  quaking  had  not  ceased  at 
the  time  of  the  telegram's  despatch,  and  much 
alarm  was  felt. 

*  * 

Another  account,  published  by  the  Choya 
Shimbun  and  said  to  have  been  wired  from  the 
Hokkaido  Administration  Offices  at  4.35  p.m. 
on  the  23rd,  says  that  the  earthquake  occurred 
at  7.23  a.m.  that  morning,  and  that  the  area  of 
disturbance  included  Sapporo,  Kushiro,  and 


Atsukishi.  Utensils  were  thrown  from  shelves, 
the  ice  in  ponds  cracked,  and  the  severity  ot 
the  shock  was  exceptional,  especially  at  Kushiro 
and  Atsukishi,  where  25  houses  were  overthrown. 
No  casualties  occurred,  however,  to  life  or  limb, 
according  to  this  account,  so  we  may  reasonably 
hope  that  the  news  published  by  the  Asaki 
Shimbun  is  an  exaggeration.  The  shock  is 
said  to  have  lasted  3m.  20s.,  which  is  a  remark- 
ably long  time. 

CUSTOMS  RETURNS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Customs 
Returns  for  February  showing  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  empire  for  the  month  : — 


'893- 

SILVER  YEN. 


I894. 
5ILVER  VEX. 


Exports   7,077,748.520    6,513,746  710 

Imports   6,198,731.690    7,825,479.090 


Total  exports  and  imports    14,339,225.800 

Excess  of  imports   1,31 1,732  380 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Exports    116,272373 

Imports    260,608.594 

Miscellaneous   10,511.677 


Total. 


387,392.644 


TOTAL  VALUE  OF  EXPORTS  TO  AND   IMPORTS   FROM   VARIOUS  FORE  I  ON 
COUNTRIES. 


Hongkong  

Cliina   

British  India   

Anam  &  other  French 
India   

Korea   

Russian  Asia  

Si»m  

Philippine  Islands   

Great  Britain  

France  

Germany  

Italy  

Belgium  

Switzerland   

Austria   

Spain   

Holland   

Russia  

Portugal  

Denmark  

Turkey   

United  States  of  Ame- 
rica   

Canada  &  other  British 
America   

Australia  

Hawaii  

Other  Countries   


Exports. 

Silver  Yen. 

1,425,426.710 
573,180.040 
249,920.620 

2,028.500 
57,971.980 
245.460 

19,641.750 
360,411.890 
930,515  220 

78,375.820 
178,725.420 
2,140.000 

12,047  610 
4,550.000 
3,118.390 
1,342.000 

80.400 
230.000 


Imports. 
Silver  Yen. 

666,642.180 
1,265,837.600 

453,141.720 

465,798.650 
I33,"5-370 
100,618  380 
93,912.650 
46,880  480 
2,682,034.220 
289,911.220 
698,831.330 
4,246.670 
148,730.950 
42,698.720 
2,774.560 
5,468.710 
439.660 
242.540 
867.260 
160.000 


Total. 

Silver  Yen. 
2,092,068.890 
ij839>oi7.64o 

703,062.340 

467,827.150 
191,087.350 
100,863.840 
93,912.650 
66,522.230 
3,042,446.110 
1,220,426.440 
777,207.150 
182,972.090 
150,870.950 
102,602  030 
14,822.170 
10,018.710 
3,S58.05o 
1,584  540 
867.160 
240.400 
230.000 


2,223,364.060      668,139.610  2,891,503.670 


28,824.100 
67,332.800 
18,839.570 
87,671  060 


3,587-23° 
24,181,710 

27,217.670 


32,411.330 
91,514.510 
18,839.570 
114,888.730 


Total   6,385,895.710   7,825,479.090  14,211,374.800 

TOTAL  VALUE  OF   EXPORTS  AND    IMPORTS    FROM    AND  TO   EACH  PORT. 


Yokohama  ... 

Kobe  

Osaka   

Nagasaki  ... 
Hakodate  ... 
Shimonoseki 

Moji   

Hakata   

Karatsu   

Kuchinotsu 
Idzngahara... 

Shishimi   

Sasuna  

Otaru   


Specie  and  Bullion 


4,017,662.240 
1,708,654.710 
89,130  210 
193,935-34° 
31,680  420 
176,500.800 
132,957.200 
7.800 
16,640.000 
109,026  000 
117.250 
232.630 
112. 120 

37,390.000 

(  Exports  . 
\  Imports  . 


3.275.773  210 
3.731.466.840 
369.5I3-350 
404,481  890 


40,117.600 
213.990 


2,594.460 
1,002.850 
314.880 


7,293,425.440 
5,440,121.550 
458,643.580 
598,417,230 
31,680.420 
216,618,400 
132,657.200 
221.790 
16,640  000 
109,026.000 
2,711.710 
8,235.480 
io  427.000 
37,390:000 

2,662,963  780 

47349' -540 


Total    3,136,455.320 

Excess  of  exports    2,189,472.240 


VALUE  OF   EXPORTS  AND 


MPORTS  BV  JAPANESE  MERCHANTS  AND 
GOVERN  MKNr. 


By  Japanese  Merchants  (Exports   1,181.242.100 

'  J  r  (Imports   1,750,331.160 

Imported  by  Government   13,322.820 

MR.  SAITO  SHUICHIRO  AND  THE  YOKOHAMA 
EXCHANGE. 

Mr.  Saito,  formerly  Vice-Minister  of  State  for 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  seems  to  have  been 
subjected  to  much  pressure  by  Messrs.  Hara 
Zenzaburo,  WaKao  Ikuzo,  and  other  leading 
membersof  the  Yokohama  SiTk  Exchange  before 
he  consented  to  accept  the  post  of  Councillor 
to  the  Exchange.  When  first  approached  upon 
the  subject  he  did  not  give  any  definite  an- 
swer and  it  was  not  until  some  time  had 
elapsed  and  further  solicitations  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  him  that  he  consented  to  accept 
the  position  with  the  proviso  that  it  should 
be  purely  honorary.  The  Exchange  is  to  be 
heartily  congratulated  on  securing  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Saito,  who  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
practical,  sensible,  and  far-seeing  men  of  his 
day  in  Japan. 

THE  SCHOOL  TROUBLE   IN  TOTTORI  PREFECTURE. 

Recently  a  female  student  in  the  Tottori  Nor- 
mal School  having  been  expelled  by  the  Faculty 
was  re-admitted  in  accordance  with  an  instruc- 
tion from  the  Prefectural  Authorities.  There- 


upon the  teachers  in  a  body  tendered  their 
resignations  and  the  result  of  their  action  has 
been  a  virtual  surrender  on  the  part  of  the 
Authorities.  The  latter  have  agreed,  in  de- 
ference to  the  teachers'  demand,  that  a  student 
once  expelled  shall  never  be  re-admitted  without 
consultation  with  the  Director  of  the  School, 
that  such  consultation  shall  always  precede  re- 
ference to  the  Minister  of  State  for  Education, 
and  that  theperiod  of  graduation  of  the  student, 
about  whom  the  difficulty  arose  in  this  case, 
shall  be  decided  solely  by  the  Director  of  the 
School. 

A  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE. 

The  successful  candidate  for  the  suffrages  of 
the  Seventh  District  of  Kagoshima  in  the  re- 
cent general  elections — that  is  to  say,  the  Island 
of  Oshima — was  Mr.  Oshima  Makoto,  of  the 
Kokken-to,  or  National  Rights  Party.  He  de- 
feated Mr.  Ito,  who  stood  in  the  interests  of  the 
Doshi  Club,  by  a  majority  of  twenty  votes.  A 
quaint  reason  is  assigned  for  his  success  by  the 
Yominri  Shimbun.  It  is  that  he  knew  a  "  fo- 
reign language."  That  will  naturally  suggest 
to  our  readers  the  idea  of  a  man  proficient  in 
French,  English,  or  German,  and  also  the  idea 
of  a  very  enlightened  and  broad-minded  elec- 
torate. But  the  ''foreign  language"  in  ques- 
tion was  nothing  more  than  Tokyo  Japanese. 
It  appears  that  the  people  of  Oshima  can 
speak  only  their  local  dialect  and  are  quite 
unable  to  converse  with  polished  folks  using 
the  tongue  of  the  capital.  Hence  their  admi- 
ration for  Mr.  Oshiina's  rare  accomplishment 
induced  ihem  to  give  him  their  suffrages. 
Why  on  earth  a  man's  knowledge  of  a  language 
which  the  electors  cannot  understand  should 
prove  a  recommendation  in  their  eyes,  we  do 
not  clearly  see,  neither  is  it  apparent  why  Mr. 
Oshima  should  have  had  any  advantage  in  such 
a  matter  over  Mr.  Ito,  who  presumably  speaks 
the  Tokyo  dialect  also.  But  the  Yomiuri  Shim- 
bun's  stories  are  not  always  consequential. 

POLITICAL  GOSSIP. 

Lately  most  of  the  metropolitan  papers 
seemed  to  have  concluded  that  the  ties  between 
the  Cabinet  and  the  Radical  Party  had  been 
severed.  Some  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  new  tuin  of 
events,  Mr.  Mutsu,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
had  lost  all  influence  in  the  Cabinet  and 
was  in  danger  of  forfeiting  his  position  altoge- 
ther. This  is  in  substance  what  the  vernacular 
press  stated  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last. 
But  such  is  the  uncertainty  and  fickleness 
of  these  papers  that,  the  next  morning,  namely, 
Tuesday,  they  published  reports  tending  directly 
to  contradict  those  they  had  circulated  with  such 
an  air  of  certainty  during  the  preceding  two 
days.  What  they  now  say  is  that  although 
apparently  the  relations  between  the  Cabinet  and 
the  Radical  Party  seem  to  have  been  severed,  in 
reality  negotiations  are  still  in  progress  between 
the  two.  According  to  the  Hochi  Shimbun, 
which,  in  common  with  the  Kokumin  Shimbun, 
is  now  diligently  ventilating  current  rumours,  a 
Cabinet  council  held  at  the  Premier's  official 
residence  on  Monday  last  was  convened  to 
consider,  among  other  things,  the  question  of 
Count  Itagaki's  appointment  to  a  Ministerial 
post.  On  a  former  occasion,  when  there  was 
talk  of  a  Coalition  Cabinet,  it  was  stated  that 
the  Radical  leader  would  be  appointed  Pre- 
sident of  the  Privy  Council,  while  portfolios 
would  be  given  to  Messrs.  Nakajima,  Hayashi, 
Kono,  and  Matsuda.  But,  according  to  the 
present  plan,  Count  Itagaki  alone  is  to  join  the 
Government.  Whether  or  not  this  scheme  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  Cabinet  at  the  coun- 
cil on  Monday,  the  Hochi  can  not  tell.  Neither 
does  it  seem  sure  that  the  plan  will  be  accepted 
by  the  Radicals  themselves.  It  alleges  that 
these  things  are  planned  principally  by  Mr. 
Mutsu.  Count  Ito,  who  is  said  to  be  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking  with  Mr.  Mutsu,  is  reported  to 
have  sought  the  opinion  of  Counts  Yamagata 
and  Matsukata  and  Viscounts  Takashima  and 
Kabayama  about  the  advisability  of  cooperating 
with  the  Radical  Party.  What  answer  the 
Premier  received  from  these  statesmen,  is  not 
known  to  the  Hochi,  but  it  states  that  the  pro- 
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posed  plan  is  stoutly  opposed  by  an  influential 
group  of  young  politicians  In  the  Government, 
who  threaten  to  leave  office  in  case  Count  Ita- 
gaki  is  appointed  a  Minister  of  State. 


The  Kokumin  Shimbun,  which,  too,  believes 
that  negotiations  are  still  going  on  between  the 
Cabinet  and  the  Radical  Parly,  states  that  the 
latter's  demands  include  the  dismissal  of  a  few 
local  Governors,  though  the  reason  why  their 
removal  is  required  is  not  given.  Concerning 
Count  Inouye,  our  contemporary  believes  that, 
whatever  the  Nichi  Nichi  may  say  to  the  con- 
trary, he  is  immovably  determined  to  resign  his 
official  post.  As  to  Mr.  Fukuzawa,  the  Kokumin 
slates  that,  although  at  the  time  of  the  recent 
election  be  was  very  friendly  to  the  Cabinet,  he 
has  since  changed  his  mind,  and  is  inclined  to 
desire  its  down-fall  in  order  to  make  room  for 
a  more  resolute  and  active  Government.  The 
Nippon  tells  a  similar  story  about  Mr.  Fuku- 
zawa. According  to  that  paper,  he  recently 
called  on  a  certain  Count  residing  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood— Count  Matsukata — to  urge  him  to 
organise  a  Ministry  and  displace  the  present 
Cabinet.  The  Nippon,  however,  thinks  it  rather 
premature  to  regard  Mr.  Fukuzawa  as  a  foe  of 
the  present  Cabinet,  for  who  knows,  it  says,  that 
his  true  object  in  visiting  Count  Matsukata  may 
not  have  been  to  play  the  part  of  a  spy  in  the 
interests  of  Count  Ito  and  Count  Inouye. 


The  National  Unionist  organ,  the  Chu-o 
Shimbun,  agrees- with  the  Hochi  in  believing 
that  the  proposed  appointment  of  Count  Itagaki 
to  a  ministerial  post  formed  a  subject  of  discus- 
sion at  the  Cabinet  Council  on  Monday  last. 
One  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  Radical 
Party  has  proposed  to  support  the  Cabinet  is 
said  to  be  that  the  latter  should  introduce  Bills 
for  reduction  of  the  Land  Tax,  re-assessment 
of  the  taxable  value  of  land,  and  extension  of 

the  steamship  service  to  foreign  ports. 

■ 

*  * 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  further  states  in  its  issue 
of  Wednesday  that  the  Cabinet  Council  of  Mon- 
day ended  without  leading  to  any  definite  con- 
clusion. Our  contemporary,  however,  remarks 
that  in  the  present  state  of  things  this  project  is 
not  likely  to  succeed.  But  even  if  it  did  not 
succeed,  the  Radical  Party  would,  in  the  Pro- 
gressionist organ's  opinion,  continue  to  give 
secret  support  to  the  Government.  The  Hochi 
further  states  that  several  local  Governors  will 
be  shortly  placed  on  the  Retired  List,  their 
places  being  taken  by  Radical  and  other  mem 

bers  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

* 

The  Niroku  Shimpo,  in  a  long  series  of 
articles  on  the  situation,  deprecates  the  idea 
apparently  entertained  by  some  persons — that 
the  Sat-Ciio  Combination  is  in  imminent  dan 
ger  of  disruption.  That  erroneous  notion  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  various  rumours  about  the 
formation  of  a  Coalition  Cabinet,  which  are 
creating  so  much  noise  in  political  circles. 
There  are — continues  the  Niroku — various 
groupsand  factions  in  the  Sat-Cho  combination, 
and  at  times  they  clash  with  each  other.  But 
so  soon  as  their  common  interests  are  in  danger 
of  encroachment  from  without,  they  are  ready 
to  unite  and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder.  Thus, 
our  contemporary  believes  that  there  is  as  yet 
little  hope  of  the  formation  of  a  Coalition  Cabi- 
net. No  doubt  the  formation  of  such  a  Cabinet 
is  eagerly  desired  by  Count  Goto,  Mr.  Mutsu, 
and  some  politicians  connected  with  the  Radi- 
cal Party  ;  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
Count  Ito  is  the  originator  of  the  project. 
* 

Concerning  the  alleged  Cabinet  Council  of 
Monday,  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  states  that 
no  Cabinet  meeting  took  place  on  that  day 
either  at  the  Premier's  official  residence  or  any- 
where else.  As  to  the  pretended  disruption  of 
the  Sat-Cho  combination,  our  contemporary 
positively  declares  thai  there  is  no  sucli  danger. 
Neither  is  there  any  danger  of  antagonism  be- 
tween the  so-called  Military  and  Civil  sections. 
Men  like  Count  Matsukata,  Count  Yamagata, 
Viscount  Kabayama,  and  so  forth,  are  not  likely, 


in  the  Nichi  Nichi  s  opinion,  to  take  any  hostile 
step  against  either  Count  Ito  individually  or  the 
present  Cabinet  collectively.  As  to  Viscount 
Takashima,  our  contemporary  lias  hitherto  re- 
garded him  as  possessing  some  grounds  of  dis- 
satisfaction against  the  present  Cabinet ;  but  he, 
too,  has  been  found  not  so  antagonistic  to 
Count  Ilo  as  was  imagined.  Recently  he  call- 
ed on  the  Premier  and  had  with  him  a  conver- 
sation lasting  four  hours.  The  ex-Minister  of 
War  is  said  to  have  assured  Count  Ito  of  his 
willingness  to  render  service  to  the  present  Cabi- 
net whenever  such  service  was  required  of  him. 

KOREAN  NliWS. 

According  to  the  Jiji  Shimpo's  Soul  correspon- 
dence dated  16th  March,  Their  Imperial 
Majesties  Silver  Wedding  was  enthusiastically 
celebrated  by  the  Japanese  residents  in  the 
Korean  capital.  The  two  gates  of  the  settle- 
ment were  adorned  with  arches,  and  within 
these  the  house  fronts  were  gaily  decked  out 
in  the  usual  Japanese  fashion  with  national 
flags  and  paper  lanterns.  In  the  morning, 
the  residents  assembled  at  the  Consulate  and 
paid  homage  to  the  pictures  of  the  Emperor 
the  Empress  and  the  Crown  Prince.  At 
the  Municipal  Hall,  tables  loaded  with  com 
estibles  were  spread  for  Japanese  subjects  of 
every  grade.  In  the  evening,  the  Japanese 
Minister  invited  to  dinner  the  members  of  the 
Diplomatic  Corps,  the  higher  Korean  digini- 
taries,  and  the  principal  Japanese  residents. 


7th  and  loth  instant,  more  than  (en  thousand 
koku  oi  the  cereal  were  shipped  to  Osaka. 

A  feud  between  Bin  Kishun  and  Bin  Eikan  is 
said  to  be  causing  much  scandal  at  the  Korean 
Court.  On  the  occasion  of  the  recent  birth- 
day of  the  Heir  Apparent,  Bin  Eikan  made 
presents  to  the  Prince  of  500,000  ryo  (100,000 
yen  in  Japanese  money)  and  50  to  of  cotton 
goods,  thinking  that  no  other  could  possibly 
approach  him  in  liberality  and  loyally.  What, 
then,  was  his  chagrin  when  he  learned  that  his 
rival  had  been  far  ahead  of  him  in  this  respect, 
having  presented  1,000,000  ryo  (200,000  yen) 
and  ioo  to  of  cotton  goods  !  Smarting  under 
this  signal  defeat,  Bin  Eikan  is  said  to  have 
insulted  Bin  Eishun,  when  next  they  met  at 
Court,  by  observing  that  the  latter's  wealth  had 
been  obtained  by  the  sale  of  official  titles.  The 
altercation  that  ensued  was  stopped  only  by  the 
interference  of  the  King  himself. 


At  Fusan,  the  Japanese  residents  availed 
themselves  of  the  happy  occasion  to  propitiate 
the  goodwill  of  their  Korean  neighbours,  by 
giving  alms  of  rice  and  money  on  a  large  scale 
to  all  Koreans  applying  for  such  aid,  and  they 
took  care  to  regale  their  Korean  friends  with 
liquor.  As  a  result  of  these  acts  of  liberality, 
it  is  stated  that  the  feelings  of  the  Koreans  of 
the  locality  towards  the  Japanese  have  under- 
gone a  complete  change  for  the  better.  One 
of  the  Japanese  merchants  is  said  to  have  com- 
mitted to  the  flames  all  the  promissory  notes  he 

held  with  Korean  signatures. 

* 

*  * 

On  the  14th  instant,  the  Korean  capital  was 
au  fete  celebrating  the  birth-day  of  the  Heir 
Apparent.  Amnesty  was  granted  to  various 
classes  of  convicts. 

* 

Recently  civil  service  examinations  were  held 
in  Soul.  These  examinations  formerly  took 
place  only  once  in  three  years,  and  corrupt 
practices  were  very  rare.  But  of  late,  bribery 
has  come  to  be  practised  openly  and  on  such 
a  large  scale  that  it  is  now  customary  to 
hold  examinations  whenever  money  is  badly 
wanted  by  the  Government.  It  is,  therefore, 
rumoured  in  Soul  that  the  true  object  of  the 
recent  examinations  was  to  obtain  funds  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Court  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Crown  Pi  ince's  birthday.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  true  object,  the  exami- 
nations are  said  to  have  been  very  profitable  to 
the  merchants  of  the  Korean  capital,  especially 
the  Japanese.  Aspiring  youths  of  ample  means 
flocked  to  the  city  in  large  numbers  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Whether  successful  or  not 
in  the  immediate  object  that  occasioned  their 
journey  to  the  capital,  they  did  not  fail  to  buy 
some  articles  of  foreign  make  as  presents  to 

their  relatives  and  friends  at  home. 

* 

Ryuzan-shin,  a  port  on  the  Han  river  in  the 
vicinity  of  Soul,  which  was  opened  some  years 
ago  for  foreign  commerce  in  lieu  of  Yokachin, 
is  said  to  be  rapidly  increasing  in  prosperity 
Japanese  steamers  plying  on  the  Han  between 
Soul  and  Ninsen  are  five,  while  Japanese  junks 
of  200  to  300  koku  capacity,  now  aggregate 
over  sixty  in  all.  The  Chinese  merchants  are 
said  to  contemplate  putting  on  three  steamers 
in  competition  with  the  Japanese. 

*  * 

Since  the  abolition  of  the  prohibitory  edict 
against  the  export  of  rice,  trade,  it  is  said,  has 
revived  at  Ninsen  and  Soul.  By  the  Higo  Marti 
and  the  Tokyo  Maru,  which  left  Ninsen  on  the 


JAPANESE   EMIGRANTS  IN  GUATBMALA. 

Our  readers  doubtless  remember  the  sensa- 
tional accounts  recently  published  by  the  ver- 
nacular press  and  reproduced  with  sceptical 
comments  in  these  columns  with  reference  to 
alleged  hardships  and  cruel  treatment  suffered 
by  Japanese  immigrants  in  Guatemala.  In 
consequence  of  these  stories,  Mr.  Chinda,  Japa- 
nese Consul  in  San  Francisco,  was  sent  to  ex- 
amine and  report,  and  his  account,  an  epitome 
of  which  now  appears  in  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun,  not  only  dispels  the  illusion  that 
Japanese  labourers  have  been  subjected  to  any 
ill-treatment,  but  also  shows  that  their  em- 
ployers have  been  kind  and  even  liberal  towards 
them.  There  are  at  present  140  Japanese 
labourers  in  Guatemala,  and  their  work  con- 
trasts so  favourably  with  that  of  the  indo- 
lent natives  of  the  place  that  no  disposition 
exists  to  treat  them  harshly.  It  is  true 
that  the  lazy  habits  of  the  natives  have  induced 
employers  to  resort  to  methods  of  punishment 
of  a  more  or  less  questionable  character,  among 
which  are  included  imprisonment  in  cells  con- 
structed on  the  plantations  and  reductions  of 
the  daily  ration  of  food.  It  seems  very  pro- 
bable that  the  Japanese  objected  to  a  form  of 
employment  which  included  such  contingencies, 
but  certainly  no  special  harshness  was  resorted 
to  in  their  case.  Moreover,  the  great  majority 
of  them  have  become  free  labourers,  so  that 
only  30  now  remain  under  contract.  One 
esult  of  this  is  that  the  Japanese  labourers 
have  acquired  exceptional  influence.  They 
know  how  to  use  their  strength  too,  and  in- 
stances are  not  wanting  of  their  combination 
for  purposes  of  intimidation.  So  far,  there- 
fore, from  being  in  a  state  of  semi-slavery, 
they  really  control  the  situation  and  command 
conciliatory  treatment.  The  true  origin  of  the 
complaints  that  have  reached  this  side  of  the 
water  seems  to  be  financial.  A  labourer's  pay 
is  ten  American  dollars  a  month,  of  which 
about  one  half  is  required  for  food  and  clothing, 
so  that  no  very  large  sum  can  be  laid  by  in  the 
course  of  a  year.  There  is  also  some  trouble 
apparently  with  respect  to  food.  The  universal 
custom  of  the  country  is  two  meals  a  day,  and 
employersof  Japanese  labour  conform,  of  course, 
to  this  custom.  But  the  Japanese  like  three, 
and  sometimes  four,  meals  a  day,  and  though  ar- 
rangements have  now  been  made  which  permit 
them  to  indulge  this  propensity,  their  frequent 
recourse  to  food  seems  to  have  discredited 
them  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives.  Coffee-plant- 
ing is  the  work  upon  which  the  Japanese  are 
employed.  The  locale  is  a  plateau  from  three 
to  five  thousand  feet  above  sea-level,  so  that 
the  climate  offers  no  cause  for  complaint.  The 
Japanese  come  from  Hawaii  with  a  good  re- 
putation which  their  conduct  in  Guatemala 
has  hitherto  sustained.  But  there  are  evidently 
some  abuses  connected  with  their  transfer  from 
the  former  place  to  the  latter.  Thus,  agents 
through  whose  intervention  they  are  brought 
over  receive,  it  is  said,  in  some  cases  a  com- 
mission of  as  much  as  eighty  dollars  a  head, 
and  moreover  make  twenty  dollars  out  of  the 
sixty  which  they  charge  for  passage  money. 
These  large  gains  have  so  excited  their  cupidity 
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lhat  they  search  far  and  wide  for  Japanese, 
going  even  as  far  as  San  Francisco  to  find 
them.  Mr.  Chinda,  in  his  report,  warns  his 
countrymen  against  being  deceived  by  these 
agents,  for  it  is  not  to  their  interest  to  engage 
themselves  as  contract  labourers  in  Guatemala. 
He  thinks  lhat  there  is  a  good  prospect  for 
free  labour,  above  all  if  it  be  accompanied  by 
capital,  for  although  coffee-planting  as  carried 
on  there  is  profitable,  no  returns  can  be  ex- 
pected from  a  plantation  until  five  years  after 
it  has  been  laid  down.  Moreover,  the  coffee- 
planters  appear  to  maintain  severe  competition 
among  themselves,  and  any  man  settling  in 
Guatemala  must  be  provided  with  means  to 
word  quite  independently  of  his  neighbours. 
In  a  word,  the  conditions  existing  in  Guate- 
mala do  not  differ  materially  from  those  in 
Mexico.    Capital  is  nine-tenths  of  the  battle. 

THE   JAPAN   FARMERS'  LEAGUE. 

The  Committee  of  the  Japan  Farmers'  League 
held  a  conference  at  Osaka  on  the  25th  instant. 
Mr.  Amakaru,  ex-member  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, was  in  the  chair.  There  were 
present  about  thirty  persons,  of  whom  one-half 
were  members  of  the  Lower  House.  It  was 
resolved  among  other  things  lhat  immediate 
steps  should  be  taken  for  having  the  League 
registered  as  a  political  association,  that  the 
formal  organization  of  the  League  should  be 
celebrated  on  the  20th  of  April  ;  and  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who 
are  in  favour  of  re-assessment  of  the  taxable 
value  of  land  should  be  asked  to  form  a  club 
for  facilitating  the  realization  of  that  reform. 
Evidently  the  farmers  have  awakened  to  the 
necessity  of  taking  active  steps  for  the  attain- 
ment of  their  object.  They  are  doubtless  roused 
by  the  appearance  of  a  strong  enemy  in  the 
shape  of  the  Imperial  Fiscal  Reform  Associa- 
tion. A  keen  contest  may  be  looked  forward  to 
between  these  two  parties  during  several  years 
to  come.  At  present  the  Fiscal  Reform  As- 
sociation is  decidedly  weaker  than  the  Farmers' 
League,  but  the  former  will  steadily  increase  in 
influence,  and  will  probably  become  strong 
enough  at  last  to  achieve  its  purpose.  Already 
the  educated  and  independent  section  of  the 
nation  is  in  sympathy  with  the  aims  of  the 
Fiscal  Reform  Association,  though  the  fran- 
chise being  at  present  principally  in  the  hands 
of  the  landed  class,  the  members  of  the  Diet 
are,  from  electoral  considerations,  committed  lo 
favour  agrarian  measures. 

MR.   KIM-YOK-KIUN  ASSASSINATED. 

Telegraphic  intelligence  has  been  received 
from  Mr.  Ogoshi,  Japanese  Consul  at  Shang- 
hai, at  the  Foreign  Office,  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Kim-Yok-Kiun,  the  noted  Korean  refugee,  was 
assassinated  atthe Japan  Hotel,  Shanghai,  on  the 
27th  inst.,  where  he  had  put  up  with  a  Korean 
named  Kyo  Sho-u,  the  latter  having  accompanied 
him  from  Kobe.  The  murderer  made  good  his 
escape.  Mr.  Kim-Yok-Kiun  was  one  of  the 
best  known  of  the  Korean  refugees  who  escaped 
to  Japan  some  years  ago  after  the  failure  of  a 
political  plot  whereby  the  murder  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Korean  Ministry  was-  encompassed. 
Various  rumours  were  afloat  during  his  stay  in 
Japan  that  assassins  had  been  employed  to  take 
his  life.  They,  apparently  failed  to  meet  with  a 
suitable  opportunity  to  carry  out  their  designs, 
and  it  is  therefore  suggested  now  that  Kyo- 
Sho-u  was  instigated  by  a  certain  Korean 
statesman  of  high  rank  to  follow  Mr.  Kim- 
Yok-Kiun  until  he  had  brought  aboul  the 
latler's  death.  Further  intelligence  sent  by  Mr. 
Ogoshi  on  the  29th  at  6  a.m.  announces  that  the 
murderer  was  arrested  by  the  police  on  the  night 
of  the  28th  in  the  foreign  settlement,  legal  pro- 
ceedings being  at  once  instituted  in  the  Mixed 
Court. 

* 

*  * 

The  Tokyo  News  Agency  states  that  Mr.  Bok- 
Ei-Ko,  another  refugee,  principal  of  the  Shinriu 
Gaijiku  recently  established  by  the  Oriental 
Society,  narrowly  escaped  the  fate  lhat  befel 
Kim-Yok-Kim,  three  of  his  countrymen  named 
Ken  To-jin,  Ken  Taijin,  and  Ri  Itsu-Shoku, 
having  planned  to  assassinate  him.    It  is  stated 


these  men  were  in  communication  with  Kyo, 
the  arrangement  between  them  being  to  set 
about  their  murderous  task  as  soon  as  they 
heard  from  their  accomplice  in  Shanghai.  Mr. 
Boku-Ei-Kio  and  three  Korean  students  in  the 
Shinorin  Gaijiku  and  Ri  Itsu-Shoku  ware  ex- 
amined at  the  Koji-machi  police  station  yester- 
day. It  is  stated  that  Ri  Itsu-Shoku  was  in 
possession  of  a  letter  from  the  King  of  Korea 
ordering  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Kim  and  Mr. 
Bok-Ei-Ko;  but  this  is  incredible. 


"  ASAHI-YAKI." 

Amateurs  of  Japanese  keramic  wares  are  fami- 
liar with  two  varieties  known  as  Asahi-yaki,  the 
one  a  production  of  former  times,  the  other  a 
hybrid  kind  of  ware  combining  the  decorative 
methods  of  Japan  with  the  technical  processes 
of  Europe.  With  regard  to  the  former,  we  read 
in  the  vernacular  press  that  it  is  supposed  to 
have  had  its  origin  1,250  years  ago,  and  that  its 
first  manufacturer  was  Kano  Masanori,  a  servant 
of  the  celebrated  Buddhist  priest  Gyogi  Bosalsu. 
The  kiln  was  in  Uji,  and  its  product  was  known 
as  J immaku-yaki a*  Daikichi-yaki,  names  deriv- 
ed from  the  locality.  After  Kano's  death  the  ware 
ceased  lo  be  manufactured  for  six  centuries,  when 
it  was  revived  by  Koto  Shinobei.  Thisexpert,  who 
lived  about  670  yearsago,  is  said  to  have  travelled 
to  Chinain  the  suite  of  Dogen-jenshi,  a  celebrated 
Buddhistpriestof  the  time.  Koto,  having  studied 
the  keramic  art  in  China,  journied  to  Annam 
and  Cochin-China  to  pursue  his  researches,  and 
on  his  return  to  Japan  he  decided,  after  various 
trials  in  different  places,  to  set  up  his  kiln  at 
Asahi-yama  in  Uji,  because  he  considered  that 
the  clay  found  there  closely  resembled  that  of 
Annam  and  Cochin-China.  If  this  story  be 
true,  Koto  Shinobei  must  have  been  learning 
keramics  in  China  at  the  same  time  as  the  cele- 
brated Kato  Shirozayemon,and  it  is  very  singular 
that  nothing  has  hitherto  been  said  about  him 
by  writers  on  Japanese  keramics.  It  will  be 
observed  also  that  the  clay  found  at  Asahi  is 
said  lo  have  resembled  that  of  Annam  and 
Cochin-China.  But  we  should  like  to  know 
what  acquaintance  the  Japanese  have  with  the 
wares  of  Annam  and  Cochin-China,  and  what 
any  student  of  keramics  could  have  learned  in 
those  countries  when  the  Sung  dynasty  reigned 
in  China.  The  strong  probability  is  that  this 
story  is  tainted  with  that  old  delusion  still  enter- 
tained by  Japanese  delettanti  lhat  the  faience 
-to  which  they  have  given  the  name  Kochi-yaki 
was  manufactured  in  Cochin-China.  It  may 
have  come  to  Japan  vid  Cochin-China,  but  it 
was  no  more  produced  there  than  was  the 
porcelain  of  Hizen  at  the  port  of  Imari, 
from  whence  nevertheless  it  derived  its  name. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  the  annals  from 
which  we  quote  go  on  to  say  that  in  the 
days  of  Hideyoshi  the  Asahi-yaki  was  in  the 
hands  of  Okumura  Tosaku ;  lhat  the  Taiko 
personally  visited  the  kiln,  and  that  to  Okumura 
was  entrusted  the  duty  of  manufacturing  all 
the  utensils  used  by  the  great  general  at  his 
cha-no-yu  ceremonials.  At  a  later  era  the  ware 
was  under  the  special  patronage  of  the  celebrated 
connoissenr,  Kobori  Masakazu,  who  regarded 
it  witli  such  favour  that  he  bestowed  on  the 
potters  a  seal  carrying  his  own  autograph,  with 
which  choice  pieces  were  stamped.  After  this 
the  kiln  again  fell  into  ruin  and  was  not  rebuilt 
until  the  days  of  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
potter,  Matsubayashi,  a  direct  descendant  of 
Okumura  Tosaku.  The  Asahi-yaki,  like  many 
another  ware  of  Japan,  has  a  history  distinctly 
out  of  proportion  to  its  decorative  or  artistic 
merits. 


SUGAR  CULTIVATION   IN  JAPAN. 

In  connection  with  the  project  of  a  sugar-refin- 
ing factory  in  Japan,  it  was  recently  slated  that 
even  the  cane  grown  in  the  Riukiu  and  Ogasa- 
wara  (Bonin)  Islands  could  not  compare  with 
that  imported  from  Formosa  and  the  Philip- 
pines, but  whether  this  verdict  be  true  or  not 
the  cultivation  is  Continued.  This  industry  was 
commenced  in  the  Bonin  Islands  only  fourteen 
years  ago,  when  a  small  trial  planting  was  made. 
Since  then  the  enterprise  has  increased  con- 
siderably.   Last   year   the  total  produce  was 


10,000  casks  containing  20  kwamme  each  (165 
lbs.),  but  it  is  believed  that  this  year  the  produc- 
tion will  aggregate  25,000  casks.  The  price 
obtained  is  about  7^  yen  per  hundred  catties. 
At  one  time  the  rate  locally  obtainable  did  not 
exceed  2.90  yen,  but  that  was  owing  to  excep- 
tional circumstances,  the  chief  of  which  was 
that  means  of  transport  to  the  districts  of  de- 
mand in  the  main  island  being  almost  non- 
existent, the  producers  were-  obliged  to  take  any 
price  offered  by  merchants  who  came  to  buy. 
This  state  of  affairs  was  corrected  by  a  capitalist 
who  advanced  money  for  the  formation  of  a 
guild  for  the  protection  of  the  industry.  The 
sugar  of  Ogasawara  is  said  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  Sanuki,  the  most  celebrated  producing  dis- 
trict in  Japan. 


THE  MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE   AND  A  FOREIGN 
REPRESENTATIVE. 

The  Nippon  is  a  newspaper  to  which  we  al- 
ways look  for  novellies.  As  a  rule  they  are 
not  novelties  calculated  to  enhance  the  re- 
putation of  the  press  or  to  increase  public 
confidence  in  its  writings.  Yet  they  are  some- 
times entertaining.  In  its  latest  effort  our  ver- 
satile contemporary  is  laconic.  It  quotes  a 
fragment  of  a  conversation  said  to  have  taken 
place  between  a  nameless  Foreign  Representa- 
tive and  the  Minister  of  State  for  Justice  at 
dinner.  The  subject  was  the  affair  of  Judge 
Chitani.  Referring  to  the  agitation  made  by 
the  press  about  this  matter,  the  Foreign  Repre- 
sentative asked  whether  it  was  true  that  the 
celebrated  jurisconsult,  Stein,  of  Vienna,  had 
expressed  regret  that  the  Law  of  Organization 
of  the  Law  Courts  had  been  put  into  operation 
without  more  mature  reflection.  The  Minister 
of  Justice  is  reported  to  have  replied  in  one 
word,  "  Komarimashita."  We  think  this  story 
wants  a  sequel.  If  any  thoughtful  person  were 
asked  whether  the  articles  and  items  in  a  ma- 
jority of  the  vernacular  journals  are  not  given 
to  the  public  without  due  reflection,  he  too  might 
aptly  reply  Komarimashita. 


BUDDHIST   PRIESTS  AT  THE  KOREAN  COURT. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Kokumin  Shimbun 
residing  in  Korea  sends  to  that  journal  some 
very  scandalous  stories  about  the  relations  be- 
tween Buddhist  priests  and  Court  Ladies  in 
Korea.  Buddhism  has  long  been  under  a 
royal  ban  in  the  little  kingdom,  and  its  priests 
are  consequently  a  despised  class  recruited 
from  a  low  stratum  of  society.  But,  according 
to  this  correspondent,  they  are  said  to  have  the 
entree  to  the  female  apartments  at  the  Court, 
where  they  administer  comfort  not  always  of  a 
spiritual  character.  Such  tales  are  so  easy  to 
manufacture  and  so  quick  to  obtain  credence 
that  sensible  persons  naturally  regard  them  with 
the  greatest  suspicion.  We  do  not  suppose 
lhat  it  costs  either  the  Kokumin 's  correspondent 
or  the  Kokumin  itself  any  special  qualm  to 
blacken  the  fair  fame  of  the  Korean  Court 
Ladies,  and  who  is  to  re-establish  it? 


A  ROLAND  FOR  AN  OLIVER. 

A  police  constable  in  Chiba  recently  met  a 
superior  officer  on  the  road  and  failed  to  salute 
him.  The  officer,  displeased  by  such  a  want 
of  discipline,  subsequently  summoned  the  man 
to  his  presence,  and  after  reprimanding  him 
severely,  bade  him  stale  in  writing  his  reasons 
for  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  prescribed 
form  of  respect.  The  constable  obeyed.  His 
explanation  was  that  he  had  been  lost  in  a  re- 
verie previous  to  the  encounter  on  the  road, 
and  that  suddenly  meeting  the  Inspector,  he 
had  mistaken  him  for  i  spectre.  It  is  not 
stated  whether  this  amateur  of  repartee  con- 
tinues to  wear  a  policeman's  uniform. 

DROWNED   IN   A   GLOBE  OF  GOLD-FISH. 

Three  or  four  days  ago  the  two-year-old  son  of 
a  dealer  in  gold-fish,  resident  in  Tokyo,  met 
with  a  strange  death.  The  little  one  was  play- 
ing near  the  opening  of  a  large  globe  of  fish, 
the  globe  being  sunk  into  the  ground  and  the 
aperalure  almost  on  a  level  with  the  floor. 
Although  his  somewhat  older  sister  repeatedly 
warned  him  to  keep  away  from  the  spot,  the 
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litlle  felloW  persisted  in  what  he  was  doing  and 
Suddenly  tell  into  the  receptacle.  No  one  being 
near  at  hand  and  the  little  sister  not  having 
Strength  enough  to  raise  or  drag  the  child  out  of 
the  water,  he  was  drowned  before  others  could 
come  to  the  rescue.  The  vernacular  press  is 
probably  quite  correct  in  calling  this  the  first 
instance  of  the  kind  on  record. 


A  NEW  SHOAL. 

Thk  following  Notice  to  Mariners,  No.  283, 
of  the  Shanghai  District  of  the  China  Sea,  has 
been  issued  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Bisbee,  Coast  Inspec- 
tor of  the  China  Imperial  Maritime  Customs: — 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  Captain  R,  Morgan, 
of  the  British  steamer  Feilutig,  reports  that  on 
the  19th  instant  he  crossed,  fiom  north  to 
south,  a  shoal  patch,  having  from  6\  to  7 
fathoms,  fine  sand,  for  about  3  miles  and  then 
deepening  to  13  fathoms,  blue  mud,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  middle  of  the  shoal  in  the  line  where 
the  Feilung  crossed  it  being — latitude  320  18' 
30"  N.,  longitude  1220  27'  E.,  in  which  locality 
the  Admiralty  Chart  No.  1,262  shows  from  18 
to  20  fathoms. 

SUIC1DB  OF  AN  OFFICAL. 

News  has  been  received  in  Tokyo  of  the  suicide 
of  Mr.  Inaba  Juzaburo,  an  official  of  the  Audit 
Bureau,  who  proceeded  some  time  ago  to 
Kiushu  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  banks 
there.  He  had  reached  Miyagi  Prefecture  and 
commenced  the  inspection  of  the  bank  there, 
when,  on  the  25th  instant,  he  pierced  himself 
to  the  heart  with  a  short  sword  which  he  carried 
for  purposes  of  self-protection.  The  act  was 
committed  in  the  inn  where  he  lodged.  The 
unfortunate  man  was  a  graduate  in  law  of  the 
Imperial  University  and  enjoyed  a  most  ex- 
cellent reputation.  His  untimely  death  is  attri- 
buted to  insanity  produced  by  melancholia. 

SALE   OF  THE  "WORLOCK." 

The  sealing  schooner  Worlock  was  again  sub- 
mitted for  sale  by  public  auction  on  Wednesday 
by  Mr.  John  W.  Hall,  the  former  highest  bid  of 
$6,400  not  being  accepted  owing  to  the  reserve 
price  not  being  reached.  Bidding  on  Wednes* 
day  started  at  $3,000  and  slowly  worked  up  to 
$6,ooo.  This  bid,  given  by  the  engineer  of  the 
vessel  on  behalf  of  the  crew,  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted owing  to  one-third  of  the  purchase-money 
not  being  forthcoming  at  the  fall  of  the  hammer. 
Bidding  was  therefore  recommenced,  and  at 
$5,200  Captain  Martin  was  declared  the  pur- 
chaser. 

A  PICTORIAL  COMPETITION. 

The  Kwaigwa  Kenkiu-kai,  a  society  for  the  pro- 
motion of  pictorial  art,  which  is  in  fact  a  branch 
of  the  Japan  Fine  Art  Society,  held  a  meeting 
on  the  24th  instant  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  merits  of  a  number  of  pictures  sent  in 
by  over  fifty  artists.  The  prizes  were  not  in- 
trinsically magnificent,  the  two  best  being  only 
one  yen  and  a  certificate,  and  the  third  a  certi- 
ficate without  a  yen.  But  these  are  matters  of 
honour,  not  of  profit.  The  result  was  as  follows : — 

Mr.  Shima  Kansen,  for  a  landscape  in  mist,  45  votes. 

Mr.  Inosei  Tonei,  for  a  land-scape,  43  votes. 

Mr.  Mori  Unkei,  for  a  floral  subject,  42  votes. 

THE  PRESS  AND  THE  LAW. 

A  local  newspaper,  the  Shimpu  Nippo,  pub- 
lished at  Matsumoto,  in  Shinano,  is  engaged 
ventilating  a  serious  grievance  against  the  Law 
Courts.  The  gist  of  the  trouble  is  that  the 
paper's  machines  were  sealed  in  connection 
with  a  charge  of  violating  the  press  laws,  and 
after  a  verdict  of  acquittal  had  been  rendered 
by  a  tribunal  of  first  instance,  the  machines 
were  kept  sealed  pending  the  result  of  an  appeal 
to  a  higher  Court.  That  certainly  seems  a  harsh 
method  of  procedure,  but  as  we  have  only  one 
side  of  the  case  before  us,  it  is  difficult  to  arrive 
at  a  final  judgment. 

OFFICIAL  EXPENSES  IN   CONNECTION    WITH  THE 
ELECTIONS. 

The  Kokkai  publishes  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Matsukata  and 
Ito  Cabinets  in  preserving  law  and  order  at  the 
elections.  The  total  for  the  Matsukata  Cabinet 
is  put  at  97,545.531  yen  and  that  for  the  Ito 


Cabinet  at  118,245.55  yen.  The  idea  of  carry- 
ing these  figure!  to  three  places  of  decimals  is 
delightful,  but  Japanese  accountants  are  nothing 
if  not  minute.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Ito  Cabinet  exceeded  that  of  the 
Matsukata  by  about  20,000  yen,  but  certainly 
the  admirable  peace  and  good  order  that  dis- 
tinguished the  last  elections  would  have  been 
cheaply  purchased  at  ten  limes  the  difference. 

THE   IMPERIAL   FISCAL   REFORM  ASSOCIATION. 

Thk  recently-formed  Imperial  Fiscal  Reform 
Association,  about  which  the  public  has  heard  so 
much,  is  now  to  become  a  political  party.  Ap- 
plication in  that  sense  was  duly  made  to  the 
Authorities  on  the  23rd  instant.  The  office  of 
the  Association  is  to  be  at  No.  7  Yazayemon- 
cho,  in  the  Kyobashi  District  of  Tokyo,  and  the 
names  of  the  managers  are  Messrs.  Sudo  Toki- 
icho  and  Taguchi  Ukichi.  It  is  plain  that  al- 
though the  Association  interests  itself  chiefly 
with  economic  objects,  its  method  of  working 
is  political  and  its  sphere  is  equally  so.  Hence 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  propriety  of 
the  step  it  has  now  taken. 

A   RADICAL  MEMBER  OF  THB  DIET  FINED. 

Telegraphic  news  from  Iwate  Prefecture  says 
that  Mr.  Hirala,  who  was  returned  far  the 
Fifth  District  in  that  Prefecture  in  the  recent 
general  elections,  and  who  stood  in  the  Radical 
interest,  has  been  arraigned  with  several  of  his 
partizans,  on  a  charge  of  employing  illegal 
methods  to  coerce  voters,  and  has  been  found 
guilty.  The  sentence  pronounced  by  the  Court 
was  a  fine  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hirata,  and  minor 
confinement  in  the  case  of  his  coadjutors. 
Notice  of  appeal  was  give  by  the  Public  Pro- 
curator, though  on  what  grounds  the  telegram 
does  not  say. 

AWARDS  FOR  SCULPTURE  AT  THE  CHICAGO 
EXHIBITION. 

We  take  this  from  an  American  exchange  : — 
"There  have  been  awarded  for  excellence  in 
the  sculptures  exhibited  at  the  World's  Fair  76 
medals  and  diplomas,  nine  countries  being  re- 
presented in  the  competition  for  prizes.  Ger- 
many received  the  highest  number  of  medals, 
19,  and  the  United  States  came  next  with  14, 
Italy,  receiving  12,  stood  third;  Japan  and 
Great  Britain,  with  7  apiece,  fourth  ;  Spain, 
with  6,  fifth  ;  Austria  sixth,  with  5,  and  Denmark 
and  Sweden  each  received  3  and  closed  the  list. 
So  high  a  degree  of  success  on  the  part  of  Japan 
was  unexpected." 


TERMINATION  OF  THE   BRAZILIAN  REVOLT. 

The  Consul  for  Brazil  at  Hongkong  wrote  to  the 
local  press  as  follows,  under  date  the  20th 
inst. : — 

Sir, — Being  authorized  to  give  publicity  to  the  following 
telegram,  just  received  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  Brazil,  I  will  feel 
greatly  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  insert  it  in  your  to-night's 
issue : — 

"  Rio  de  Janeiro.  March  19th. — The  naval  revolt  is 
finished.  The  Government  is  in  possession  of  all  forts 
and  vessels." 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
Agostinho  G.  Romano.  Consul  for  Brazil. 

KEROSENE. 

On  doubtful  authority — that  of  the  Yomiuri 
Shitnbtiti — we  learn  that  a  Russian  engineer 
has  reported  to  his  Government  the  discovery 
of  kerosene  springs  in  the  Kuriles  from  several 
of  which  twenty  or  thirty  gallons  of  oil  may  be 
obtained  daily.  It  is  expected  that  steps  will 
soon  be  taken  to  turn  this  discovery  to  account 
in  which  case  we  may  look  for  a  further  fall  in 
the  price  of  the  illuminant. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  PORTUGUESE  MINISTRY. 

A  telegraphic  message  despatched  by  the 
Japanese  Minister,  Mr.  Sone,  and  received  by 
the  Foreign  Office  on  the  25th  inst.,  states  that 
the  Portuguese  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  is 
released  from  his  post,  and  the  Premier  takes 
charge  of  the  portfolio  temporarily. 


EMIGRANTS  TO  HOKKAIDO. 

It  is  announced  that  large  reductions  on  lines 
of  railway  and  steamer  will  be  made  from  the 
1st  of  next  month  in  favour  of  persons  emigrat- 
ing to  Hokkaido.     On  Government  lines  of 


railway  the  reduction  will  be  25  per  cent.  ;  on 
the  Nippon  Tetsudo  Kaisha'a  linen,  20  per  cent. ; 
by  the  steamers  of  the  Nippon  Yubcn  Kaisha 
30  per  cent.,  while  on  the  Tanko  Tetsudo  lines 
they  will  be  carried  free.  Negotiations  are  now 
in  progress  with  other  carrying  companies 
throughout  the  Empire  to  procure  similar  re- 
ductions. 

THE  CHICAGO  FOLK  LORE  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  held  a  meeting  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Ernest  W.  Clement,  5,461,  Washington  Av., 
Friday,  March  2,  at  8  o'clock,  for  "  A  Japanese 
Evening."  The  programme  included  "Folk- 
Lore  in  Japanese  Art"  (illustrated  with  art  ob- 
jects) by  Madame  Jesse  Clement ;  Flute  Solo  by 
Mr.  Morimoto  ;  "  Japanese  Children's  Festivals  " 
(with  exhibition  of  articles  belonging  to  the 
Feast  of  Dolls),  by  Mrs.  Nellie  Hall  Clement; 
and  Japanese  refreshments. 

"THE  CENTURION." 

It  is  now  understood,  says  the  Free  Press,  that 
H.M.S.  Centurion  will  in  all  probability  not 
reach  Singapore  before  the  10th  of  April,  as  she 
will  likely  stop  at  one  or  two  places  en  route, 
with  a  stay  of  four  days  or  so  at  Malta.  There 
will,  however,  be  no  undue  delay  in  her  arrival 
at  Singapore  as  the  Admiralty  are  desirous  [of 
having  the  Imperieuse  home  in  time  for  an 
overhaul  before  the  naval  manoeuvres  of  this 
summer. 


REDEMPTION  OF  PUBLIC  LOAN  BONDS. 

The  Department  of  State  for  Finance  announces 
•  hat  the  following  amounts  of  Public  Loan 
Bonds  will  be  redeemed  by  lot  during  the 
month  of  April : — 

Five  per  cent.  Pension  Bonds    332,900  yen 

Five  percent.  Naval  Loan  Bonds    ...    \o,oou  yen 

It  is  also  announced  that  two  million  yen 
worth  of  Railway  Bonds  will  be  redeemed 
during  the  same  month. 


DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  LOWER  HOUSE  IN  HOLLAND. 

The  Official  Gazette  says  that  a  telegram  re- 
ceived by  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  22nd  inst., 
states  that  the  Lower  House  in  Holland  has 
been  dissolved,  having  refused  to  pass  the  new 
Election  Law  Bill.  The  Foreign  Minister,  M. 
G.  van  Tienhoven,  who  was  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  dissolving  the  House,  has  resigned, 
and  M.  J.  C.  Jansen,  Minister  of  Marine,  is 
temporarily  appointed  to  the  post. 


THE  JAPAN  IRON  FOUNDRY. 

Accoring  to  telegraphic  news  from  Osaka,  the 
Japan  Iron  Foundry  of  Sakai,  with  which 
Count  Matsukata's  name  has  been  connected 
since  the  year  before  last,  is  now  finally  to  be 
converted  into  a  Joint  Stock  Company  with  a 
capital  of  300,000  yen.  Its  principal  object  is 
the  construction  of  steel  rails. 


THE  ENGINEERING  BUREAU. 

The  statement  published  by  the  News  Agency 
to  the  effect  that  an  Engineer-in-Chief  was  about 
to  be  appointed  in  the  Home  Department,  is 
contradicted  by  the  Nichi Nichi  Shimbun,  which 
journal  says  that  a  project  in  that  sense  was 
on  foot  some  time  ago,  but  has  been  abandoned. 


YOKOHAMA  GENERAL  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE. 

At  a  Committee  Meeting  held  subsequent  to 
the  General  Meeting,  a  ballot  was  taken  for 
the  election  of  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  J.  Lindsley, 
Esq.,  as  Chairman,  and  J.  P.  Mollison,  Esq., 
as  Vice-Chairman. 


THE   MEETING  OF  THE  DIET. 

It  is  now  confidently  stated  that  the  Diet  will 
be  convened  for  May  15th,  and  that  the 
Rescript  ordering  its  assembly  will  be  issued 
on  the  1st  of  April.  The  session  is  expected  to 
be  for  thirty  days. 


JAPAN  AND  ELECTRICAL  MACHINERY. 

"Japan,"  says  an  American  journal,  "  has  one 
of  the  best  engineering  schools  in  the  world 
and  is  beginning  to  manufacture  creditable 
electrical  machinery." 
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SILVER  AND  THE  TRADE  OF 
THE  EAST. 
 ♦  

ONE  of  the  most  pregnant  contribu- 
tions yet  made  to  the  discussion  of 
the  Silver  Question  is  the  Report  on  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  China  for  1893,  issued 
by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs.  The 
volume  of  the  trade,  stated  in  silver,  shows 
a  marked  increase,  as  indicated  by  the 
following  table  : — 

Annual  Value  of  Foreign  Trade  of  China, 


1881  to  1893. 

Year.  Net  Imports.  Exports.  Total. 

Hk.  Us.  Hit.  TIs.  Hk.  TIs. 

1881    91,910,877     71,452,974  163,363,851 

1882    77,715,228  67,336,846  145,052,074 

1883    73.567. 702     70.197.693  143.765.395 

1884    72,760,758  67,147,680  139,908,438 

1885    88,200,018     65,005,711  153,205,729 

1886    87,479.323     77.206,568  164,685,891 

1887    102,263,669     85,860,208  188,123,877 

1888    124,782,893  92,401,067  217,183,960 

1889    1.0,884,355  96,947,832  207,832,187 

1890    127,093,481     87,144,480  214,237,961 

1891    134,003,863  100,947,849  234,951,712 

1892    135,101,198  102,583,525  237,684,723 

1893    151,362,819  116,632,311  267,995,130 


But  the  apparently  satisfactory  evidence 
of  this  table  has  to  be  largely  discounted. 
Nineteen  million  TIs.  of  the  recorded  in- 
crease appears  in  the  trade  with  Hongkong 
alone,  and  is  due,  not  to  an  actual  in- 
crease in  that  trade,  but  rather  to  a  new 
method  of  tabulating  and  recording  it, 
and  to  the  enhanced  silver  value  of  goods 
from  gold-using  countries.  So  far,  indeed, 
from  the  trade's  being  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition, the  Customs'  revenue,  which,  as 
the  Report  truly  says,  is  "  the  surest  in- 
dication of  decline  or  development  in 
China's  international  commerce,"  show  a 
serious  diminution  in  the  receipts  derived 
from  imports,  with  no  commensurate  in- 
crease on  the  export  side.  It  is  impossible 
to  state  more  clearly  and  succintly  than 
the  Report  states  the  effects  produced  on 
the  trade  by  the  appreciation  of  gold,  and 
we  therefore  submit  to  our  readers  the 
following  extracts  : — 

Foreign  Tradb.— The  division  of  tlie  Import 
trade  in  which  Foreign  gold  capital  is  embarlted 
—  which  should  he  kept  distinct  from  the  equally 
laige  Asiatic  poilion  paid  for  in  silver — has  been 
characterised  by  an  unprecedented  retrograde 
movement,  which  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the 
appreciation  in  the  gold  value  of  silver  causing  an 
immense  cut  tailnienl,  at  their  greatly  enhanced 
prices,  in  tlie  demand  for  textiles,  Opium,  etc. 
Indeed,  if  this  decline  continues,  it  will  completely 
nullify  the  advantages  expected  to  acciue  from 
the  opening  of  new  ports  and  great  markets,  such 
as  Chungking,  where  the  value  of  Foreign  mer- 
chandise impoited  has  fallen  off  by  over  Hk.Tls. 
1,250,000  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  1892. 
Nor  has  the  depreciation  in  the  gold  value  of  silver 
stimulated  the  Export  trade  abroad  to  the  extent 
anticipated.  It  would  thus  appear  that,  to  the 
trade  of  China,  the  great  appreciation  of  gold  has 
proved  ruinous  to  the  Impoit  business,  and  the 
instability  of  silver  utterly  disorganising  to  the 
Export  trade. 

Imports. — The  dislocation  in  exchange  brought 
about  by  according  a  fictitious  value  to  the  rupee 
and  closing  the  Indian  mints  to  the  coinage  of 
silver  has  resulted,  as  predicted,  in  a  very  serious 
falling  off  in  the  entire  trade  from  India  to  China. 
The  net  impoi  tation  of  Opium  for  the  year  (although 
largely  augmented  by  including,  for  the  first  time, 
in  the  Customs  Returnsthe  Opium  brought  in  junks 
from  Singapore  to  Hainan,  amounting  to  1,102 
piculs),  has  declined  to  the  extent  of  2,674  piculs, 
or  froiri70,782  piculs  in  1892  to  68,108  piculs  during 
the  year  under  review.  The  protection  of  the  rupee 
enhanced  the  price  of  Opium  so  greatly  that  it 
placed  the  Indian  drug  beyond  the  means  of  a  vast 
number  of  consumers,  and  this  rise  taking  place 
concurrently  with  adequate  supplies  of  Native 


Opium— which  has  so  improved  in  quality  that,  it 
is  aveiied,  smokers  prefer  it  to  Malwa — rendeis  it 
almost  hopeless  for  theimported  drug  to  continue  to 
competesuccessfully  with  theexcellent  and  ever  ira- 
pi oviug  home  grown  product.  Thetiadein  Indian 
Yarn  has  likewise  undergone  a  sudden  and  severe 
check,  the  quantity  having  icceded  from  1,254,400 
piculs  in  1892  to  937,800  piculs,  or  a  decrease  of 
316,600  piculs.  Raw  Cotton  from  India  has  been 
similarly  affected,  the  year's  supply  being  only 
52,400  piculs,  or  just  about  half  the  quantity  im- 
ported during  the  previous  12  months.  The  de- 
ficiency in  these  two  Indian  staples  alone  repi  esents 
a  decieasein  the  value  of  the  Indo-China  Import 
trade  of  over  Hk.  TIs.  4,745,000.  Reference 
to  the  list  of  Imports  from  Euiopean  gold  cur- 
rency countries  discloses  an  unparalleled  falling 
off  in  all  kinds  of  textile  fabiics.  In  such  staples 
as  Grey  Shillings,  which  appreciated  in  price 
during  1893  as  much  as  36  per  cent,  per  piece,  the 
supply  (alls  short  of  that  of  the  previous  year  by 
2,158,000.  pieces;  White  Shirtings  teceded  to 
the  extent  of  465,000  pieces,  while  the  price 
advanced  35I  per  cent.;  and  Z'-Cloths.  by  552,- 
000  pieces — the  total  importation  for  the  year, 
1,5^7,000  pieces,  being  less  than  in  any  peciod 
duung  the  decade, — the  price  of  7-lb.  and  8  lb. 
goods  increasing  12  per  cent,  and  17  per  cent, 
respectively  as  compared  with  quotations  in 
1892.  The  statistics  of  English  and  American 
Sheeings,  in  the  aggregate,  compaie  very  unfa  t 
vourably  with  those  of  the  preceding  12  months,  the 
figuies-for  1893  exhibiting  a  shortage  of  311,000 
pieces.  Indeed,  the  only  conspicuous  gain  in  the 
list  of  woven  Cotton  Goods  is  in  Drills  of  all 
kinds,  which  exceed  the  total  importation  of  the 
previous  year  by  111,800  pieces  — a  supply  pro- 
bably not  more  than  sufficient  to  make  good  the 
slock  lost,  or  to  fulfil  orders  in  hand,  when  the 
Shanghai  Cotton  Mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
191I1  October  last.  It  is  satisfacloiy  to  note  that 
Unclassed  Cotton  Goods,  which  include  the  taste- 
fully-designed fabi  ics  of  Japanese  looms,  continue 
to  advance  by  immense  strides,  the  importation  of 
1893  showing  a  1  ise  in  value  of  Hk.Tls.  660,4000  or, 
more  than  double  the  figures  of  the  previous  year. 
Tlie  quantity  of  Japanese  Cotton  Goods  landed 
at  Shanghai  dining  the  year  was  142,5000  pieces, 
or  40,000  pieces  over  the  importation  of  1892;  in 
1890  only  8,200  pieces  appear  in  the  Returns  of 
that  poit.  Under  the  heading  of  Woollens  ihe 
aggregate  value  shows  a  contraction  of  Hk.Tls. 
207,000,  and  the  only  items  for  which  the  demand 
was  greater  than  in  the  preceding  years  are  long 
Ells  and  Blankets.  Of  Metals  it  will  be  seen  that 
inost  descriptions  of  lion  have  been  in  less  de- 
mand, and,  excepting  the  noteworthy  increase  in 
Steel  and  Spelter,  the  average  importation  of 
Metals  is  maintained.  In  both  kinds  of  Kerosene 
Oil  (American  and  Russian)  the  consumption  has 
increased  prodigiously,  the  aggregate  increase 
over  1892  amounting  to  9,473,000  gollons,  the  share 
contributed  by  the  Amrican  Oil  being  4,836,000 
gallons,  and  Russian  4,637,000  gallons.  In  this 
connection  it  should  be  noted  that  in  1894  Russian 
Oil  will  probably  be  brought  10  China  in  bulk  by 
the  steamers  of  the  "Shell"  line,  and  slored  in 
tanks  erected  at  Shanghai  and  other  poi  is.  Owing 
to  a  short  ciop  in  South  China,  due  to  floods 
in  the  piovince  of  Kwangiimg,  the  importation  of 
Duty-free  Rice,  chiefly  Siamese,  surpasses  all  pre- 
vious  demands,  the  consignments  of  the  year  aggre- 
gating the  enormous  total  of  9,474,500  piculs,  or 
5.526,300  piculs  over  the  importation  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  increase  in  Sugar  is  explained  by 
all  qualities  shipped  from  Hongkong — unrefined,  as 
well  as  the  products  of  the  refineries — being  account- 
ed Foreign  in  the  Import  table.  Reference  to  the 
numerous  commodities  brought  from  silver-stan- 
dard countries  south  of  China  indicates  a  general 
increase  in  quantity  and  value,  the  so-called  de 
predated  silver  in  no  way  affecting  the  Asiatic 
division  of  China's  Impoi  t  trade.  In  connexion 
with  the  decline  in  the  value  of  China's  Foreign 
Import  tiade,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
remark  that  to  the  observer  in  the  liast  it  seems 
inexplicable  that  the  gold-currency  countries, 
while  striving  to  extend  their  trade,  should  reso- 
lutely ignore  the  fact,  so  clearly  demonstrated  by 
l!ie  decline  in  the  demand  for  Piece  Goods,  that 
to  the  millions  in  China  the  tael  or  ounce  of  silver 
is  still  a  tael  of  undiminished  purchasing  power, 
whether  the  sterling  value  be  6s.  or  3s.,  and  that 
so  soon  as  the  discredited  tael  fails  to  buy  the 
same  quantity' of  Foreign  goods  as  heretofore,  the 
consumer  ceases  to  be  a  customer,  and  will  supply 
his  own  wants  by  manufacturing  textiles  from 
home  grown  materials.  Indications  are  not  want- 
ing that  the  erection  of  Cotton  mills  at  poi  ts  ex- 
tending from  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  to  Chungking  is 
contemplated,  and  there  is  abundant  evidence  of 
great  local  activity  in  that  direction.  A  nation 
whose  inexhaustible  supply  of  labourers  excites 
such  alarm  among  Western  peoples  and  govern- 


ments is  not  likely  to  prove  less  formidable  when 
it  brings  similar  forces  of  cheap  silver-paid  skilled 
operatives  into  competition  with  textile  industries 
of  the  gold-wage  earning  classes  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  the  effect  will  be  felt  more  acute- 
ly and  cause  greater  consternation  than  the 
presence  of  Chinese  labour  abroad  whenever  it 
conies  into  rivalry  with  the  handicrafts  of  Occi- 
dental races. 

Those  who  defend  the  action  of  Europe 
in  demonetizing  one  of  the  two  metals 
that  must  always — so  far  as  human  eyes 
can  see — 'Constitute  the  media  of  exchange 
of  the  civilized  world,  take  their  stand 
chiefly  on  one  contention,  namely,  that 
the  production  of  silver  varies  so  largely 
and,  above  all,  has  became  so  copious  of 
recent  years,  as  to  deprive  it  of  the  first 
essential  of  good  money,  namely,  a  stable 
intrinsic  value.  They  aver  that  if  gold 
has  become  50  per  cent,  more  valuable  in 
terms  of  silver  than  it  was  twenty-five 
years  ago,  the  phenomenon  must  be  re- 
ferred to  the  superabundance  of  silver; 
superabundance  which,  they  say,  must 
have  depreciated  the  white  metal  under 
any  circumstances,  according  to  the 
ordinary  laws  of  supply  and  demand, 
though  the  depreciation  would  have  been 
much  more  uniform  had  not  its  course 
been  factitiously  interfered  with  by  legis- 
lation such  as  that  of  the  Sherman  Act 
and  the  Indian  Government.  But  these 
economists  are  always  careful  to  avoid 
every  direct  analysis  of  the  fact  that  a 
metal  which,  according  to  their  view,  has 
become  almost  a  drug  in  the  market  owing 
to  excessive  supply,  nevertheless  ex- 
changes for  as  large  a  quantity  as  it  ever 
did  of  every  commodity  except  gold,  or 
articles  in  the  production  of  which  gold 
has  been  expended.  They  naturally  shrink 
from  any  attempt  to  account  for  the  cir- 
cumstance that  this  so-called  superabundant 
and  naturally  depreciated  metal  possesses 
just  as  great  purchasing  power  as  it  ever  did 
in  the  countries  continuing  to  use  it.  They 
take  much  trouble,  as  the  London  Econo- 
mist recently  did,  to  show  that  the 
gold-price  of  commodities  in  gold-using 
countries  has  not  fallen  in  the  same  degree 
as  the  silver-price  of  gold  has  increased, 
the  fall  in  the  former  having  been  only 
21  per  cent,  in  the  past  23  years  against 
a  rise  in  the  latter  of  47  per  cent.  But 
in  the  uses  to  which  they  apply  this  cal- 
culation they  quietly  ignore  the  fact  that 
unless  all  the  factors  of  production  in  a 
gold-using  country  are  equally  affected  by 
the  appreciation  of  gold,  the  gold-price  of 
the  product  can  not  be  taken  as  a  measure 
of  that  appreciation.  Labour,  for  example, 
has  not  become  cheaper,  but  rather  dearer, 
in  gold-using  countries  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  and  labour  being  the 
chief  element  in  determining  the  price  of 
manufactured  commodities,  such  commodi- 
ties can  not  exactly  follow  the  variations 
which  the  purchasing  power  of  gold  shows 
in  other  directions.  Even  the  statistics  of 
the  monometallists  themselves  exhibit  a 
general  fall  of  over  21  per  cent,  in  the  gold- 
price  of  commodities  since  1870.    What  is 
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the  cause  of  that  fall?  0 ver-productiotl, 
they  answer.  Has  over-production  been 
Confined,  then,  to  gold-using  countries  ?  If 
not,  how  does  it  happen  that  silver-prices 
have  not  fallen  in  silver-using  countries  ? 
And  how  does  it  happen  that  because  of 
over-production  in  the  countries  from 
which  silver-using  nations  have  hitherto 
obtained  their  supplies  of  commodities, 
those  nations  are  now  beginning  to  produce 
the  same  commodities  for  themselves  ? 
Surely  it  is  a  strange  array  of  anomalies  ! 
First,  silver  has  been  produced  in  such 
quantities  that  the  supply  exceeds  the 
demand  ;  yet  its  purchasing  power  has 
diminished  only  in  the  countries  where  it 
has  been  demonetized ;  elsewhere  it  re- 
mains as  valuable  as  ever  quoad  other  com- 
modities. Secondly,  general  over-produc- 
tion has  so  glutted  the  markets  of  the  world 
with  commodities  that  prices  have  declin- 
ed 21  per  cent,  on  the  average  in  gold- 
using  countries;  yet,  under  the  stimulus 
of  that  state  of  affairs,  silver-using  coun- 
tries are  commencing  to  be  producers  on 
their  own  account.  Thirdly,  as  for  gold, 
there  is  abundance  for  all  the  purposes  of 
currency  :  the  pretence  that  too  great  a 
strain  is  put  upon  it  by  its  exclusive  mone- 
tary use  is  a  mere  phantasm.  Neverthe- 
less, every  discovery  of  a  new  gold-mine 
or  increased  out-put  of  an  old  one  makes 
the  monometallists  throw  their  caps  into 
the  air  with  delight.  Truly  a  delightful 
array  of  anomalies ! 


LORD  ROSEBERY. 
 ♦--  • 

WHEN  the  original  telegram  informing 
us  of  Mr. Gladstone's  resignation 
of  the  Premiership  was  pub  1  i shed  in  our 
columns,  the  simultaneous  announcement 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  recommended  Lord 
ROSEBERY  to  the  Queen  as  his  successor 
must  have  been  received  with  some  sur- 
prise by  those  of  our  readers  who  carefully 
follow  the  course  of  politics  in  England, 
and  who  have  studied  the  careers  of  the 
leading  members  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Government.  Lord  ROSEBERY  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  most  brilliant  states- 
men not  only  of  the  Liberal  Party  but  of  all 
parties  in  England.  He  has,  throughout 
his  career,  shown  a  thorough  capacity 
both  for  grasping  great  subjects  and  also 
for  mastering  small  details.  Having  suc- 
ceeded to  the  peerage  before  he  attained 
his  majority,  he  never  had  the  advantage 
of  a  training  in  the  House  of  Commons 
or  an  opportunity  of  displaying,  in  the 
most  inspiriting  arena,  the  eloquence,  en- 
thusiasm, and  wit  which  mark  all  his  public 
speeches.  But  the  platform  has  given  him 
the  chance  denied  by  the  accidentof  birth. 
Few  statesmen,  and  those  only  of  the  very 
foremost  rank,  have  ever  drawn  larger 
audiences,  or  succeeded  better  both  in 
amusing  and  at  the  same  time  convinc- 
ing them.  As  a  literary  man  he  has 
made  some  mark,  and  shown  in-  his  life 


of  PlTT  that  he  possesses  the  ability  to 
write  as  well  as  to  speak  ;  while,  in 
his  position  as  first  President  of  the  First 
London  County  Council,  presiding  over 
an  entirely  new  body,  with  neither  rule 
nor  precedent  to  guide  or  support  him, 
he  displayed  a  capacity  for  business  which 
was  only  surpassed  by  his  tact  and  firm- 
ness in  managing  the  heterogenous  and, 
at  first,  somewhat  disorderly  assembly. 
His  success  in  that  position  won  golden 
opinions  from  the  general  public  and  the 
press,  and  constituted  one  of  the  principal 
elements  in  securing  for  the  Council  the 
respect  and  admiration  in  which  it  is  now 
held.  Of  his  career  as  Foreign  Secretary 
we  need  scarcely  speak.  The  most  bi- 
goted Tory  has  never  had  the  hardihood 
to  deny  that  he  was  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  or  that  the  dignity,  power, 
and  interests  of  the  British  Empire,  vis-a- 
vis Foreign  nations,  were  always  perfectly 
safe  in  his  trust.  Speaking  at  Manchester 
in  1886,  shortly  before  the  general  elec- 
tion, Mr.  GLADSTONE  introduced  Lord 
ROSEBERY  to  the  Liberal  Party  of  England 
as  the  Man  of  the  Future,  and  even  then 
no  one  could  ever  have  doubted  that  he 
would  in  time  attain  to  the  highest  honour 
in  the  State.  But  few  could  anticipate 
that  the  time  when  he  should  do  so  would 
have  so  quickly  arrived.  Three  obstacles 
seemed  to  stand  in  his  way.  These  were, 
firstly,  the  conflicting  claims  of  other 
members  of  his  party,  some  of  whom  were 
distinguished  by  no  less  brilliant  abilities  ; 
all'  of  whom  had,  through  ill  report  and 
good  report,  adhered  to  their  party  and  its 
grand  old  leader  with  unswerving  loyalty, 
who  were  certainly  no  less  and  perhaps 
even  more  definitely  committed  to  the 
policy  of  Home  Rule  and  sympathetic  with 
the  strong  Democratic  spirit  of  the  times, 
and  who  had  the  advantage  of  Lord 
ROSEBERY  in  age  and  in  the  experience 
given  by  longer  tenure  of  office  and 
of  Parliamentary  life.  Secondly,  there 
was  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Peer,  and  it 
seemed  probable  that  no  member  of  the 
House  of  Peers  would  ever  be  acceptable 
as  Premier  to  the  extreme  Radicals,  who 
form  such  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  Even  if  acceptable,  would 
it  be  right  or  dignified  to  see  the  Premier 
a  member  of  the  House  in  which  his  party 
was  in  a  most  hopeless  minority,  and  the 
continued  unreformed  existence  of  which 
was  considered  by  that  party  as  an  ana- 
chronism? And,  last  of  all,  there  was 
the  fact  that  his  services  were  required 
as  Foreign  Secretary.  No  other  mem- 
ber of  the  party  seemed  qualified  for  that 
most  important  post,  and  though  Lord 
SALISBURY  had  united  it  in  himself  with 
that  of  Premier,  undertaking  a  task  from 
which  PALMERSTON  shrank  and  which 
CANNING  gave  up  in  despair,  it  was  scarcely 
to  be  expected  that  his  example  would 
find  a  follower  in  the  same  generation. 
The  telegrams  brought  to  us  by  the 


latest  American  papers  show  that  none 
of  these  obstacles  were  of  serious  moment 
in  interfering  with  Lord  RoSEHERY'S  selec- 
tion by  the  Liberal  party  as  the  imme- 
diate successor  of  GLADSTONE,  and  that, 
when  the  first  feelings  of  consternation 
and  sorrow  caused  by  the  announcement  of 
Mr.  GLADSTONE'S  intended  resignation 
had  subsided,  the  eyes  of  the  great  bulk 
of  the  Party  were  at  once  turned  to  Lord 
ROSEBERY.  True  it  is  that  Mr.  LABOU- 
CIIERE,  who  must  now  be  recognised  as 
one  of  the  principal  and  most  influential 
leaders  of  the  worst  section  of  English  politi- 
cal feeling,  angrily  protested  and  threaten- 
ed that  the  appointment  of  a  Peer  as 
Premier  would  mean  the  disruption  of  the 
Liberal  Party  as  it  now  exists.  But  that 
disruption  would  have  meant  the  install- 
ment in  office  of  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment, and  however  objectionable  to  Ex- 
treme Radicals  a  Peer  may  be  as  leader, 
it  is  better  to  submit  to  and  follow  him 
than  to  destroy  every  possible  prospect  of 
of  any  speedy  realisation  of  the  great  le- 
gislative measures  which  all  Radicals  have 
at  heart.  And  whatever  doubt  the  party 
may  have  felt  in  the  first  instance  as  to 
Lord  Rosebery's  policy,  when  no  longer 
controlled  by  his  old  chief,  must  have 
been  dissipated  by  his  public  utterances 
since  assuming  the  Premiership.  Deep- 
ly pledged  as  he  already  was  to  Home 
Rule,  his  course  on  that  point  was  always 
sure,  but  he  has  now,  in  addition,  dec- 
lared in  the  most  unqualified  terms  his 
concurrence  with  the  views  recently  enun- 
ciated by  Mr.  GLADSTONE  about  the  Lord's 
recent  wholesale  destruction  of  the  legis- 
lative work  of  the  Commons.  The  ques- 
tion of  dealing  with  the  House  of  Lords, 
as  now  constituted,  is  rapidly  taking  a 
front  position  in  democratic  politics;  it 
may  be  linked  with  that  of  Home  Rule, 
so  as  to  form  the  two  vital  points  upon 
which  the  opinion  of  the  nation  will  be 
sought  at  the  next  general  election,  which 
may  not  now  be  far  off,  and  it  appears  as 
if  on  both  questions  Lord  ROSEBERY  may 
be  able  to  command  the  fullest  confidence 
of  all  sections  of  his  party.  Since  coming 
into  power,  that  party  has  held  together 
with  firmness  and  acted  with  commenda- 
ble unanimity.  There  is  no  apparent 
reason  why  it  should  now  be  disrupted. 
No  statesman  has  ever  yet  succeeded  to 
power  at  a  time  when  greater  constitu- 
tional changes  or  more  important  legisla- 
tion were  in  immediate  view,  and  if  Lord 
ROSEBERY,  faithfully  following  his  pre- 
decessor's path,  leads  his  party  to  victory 
at  the  next  election,  a  career  may  lie 
before  him  of  exceptional  brilliancy. 

The  troopship  Tamav  left  Portsmouth  yesterday 
afternoon  for  Hongkong  with  a  few  military  drafts 
and  new  crews  and  supernumeraries  for  the  Scout, 
Swift,  Porpoise,  firebrand,  and  Rattler,  on  the 
China  Station.  The  Tamar  will  call  at  Gibraltar, 
Malta,  Port  Said,  Suez,  Aden,  Colombo,  and 
Singapore,  returning  to  Portsmouth  on  June  I 
with  the  paid-off  crews  of  the  Porpoise,  Rattler, 
and  Firebrand. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom. 1 


KOREAN  NOTES. 

To  the  Editok  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, —  The  usual  venial  troubles  willi  wliicli 
Korea  lias  been  chronically  affected  have  not  yet 
appeared.  Tlie  Fong  Haks  are  still  in  winter- 
quarters.  The  edict  pi ohibiting  the  export ation  of 
lice  after  a  rigid  enfoi  cement  of  three  months  lias 
been  1  evoked.  The  Crown  Prince  attained  his 
majority  on  the  141I1  inst.  and  His  Majesty,  in 
honour  of  the  event,  gave  a  banquet  to  over  four 
thousand  of  the  nobility  and  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, while  the  common  people  will  have  the  pri 
vilege  of  being  taxed  to  pay  the  bills  as  their  part  in 
the  celebration.  Rice  has  gone  up  a  little  since  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict,  for  which  the  producer 
will  be  glad  and  at  which  the  consumer  will  often 
grumble.  The  Royal  College  remains  closed, 
and  diilling  of  the  native  troops,  originally  en- 
trusted to  four  foreign  gentlemen,  and  for  the  past 
several  years  to  two,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  but 
one.  It  is  due  these  gentlemen  to  say  that  it  is 
not  because  of  the  great  advancement  the  soldieis 
made,  but  lack  of  interest  on  thepait  of  the'go- 
vernment,  that  the  sei  vices  have  gradually  been 
dispensed  with. 

Mis.  Bird-Bishop  is  with  us,  and  is  contem- 
plating a  trip  into  Manchuria  over  "unbeaten 
tracks."  Foreigners  have  ti avelled  more  or  less 
in  the  counny,  hut  with  only  a  few  notable  excep- 
tions, the  paths  made  are  all  "  unbeaten." 

I  remain,  sincerely  yours;  NESTOR. 

Soul,  Korea,  March  16th,  1894. 


ENGLAND  AND  SILVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — I  desiie  to  direct  the  attention  of  your 
readers  who  are  interested  in  silver  to  recent  im- 
portant events  in  England. 

1.  — A  Memorial  has  been  addressed  by  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  British 
Government  for  a  resumption  of  the  Buissels 
Conference. 

Now  the  attitude  of  the  City  of  London  towards 
this  question  has  been  until  lately  "one  of  apathy 
and  even  of  hostility,"  and  even  sanguine  bime- 
talli-is  haidly  expect  to  see  their  hopes  1  ealized 
until  London  opinion  can  be  induced  to  move  with 
them.  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Herschell,  in 
their  speeches  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  India 
Loan  Bill,  vei  y  cleat  ly  intimated  the  necessity  of  a 
conveision  in  that  quaiter. 

The  memorial  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce is  theiefoie  a  step  that  may  bepiegnant 
with  results,  even  should  it  fail  in  the  object  to 
which  it  is  diiecled;  it  must  influence  to  no  in- 
considerable extent  the  opinions  of  men  in  London, 
whether  engaged  in  trade  or  not. 

2.  — The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bimetallic  League 
was  held  at  Manchester  on  the  61I1  February. 

The  report  of  that  meeting  shows  very  clearly 
that  the  members  are  highly  satisfied  not  only 
with  the  sure,  but  even  with  the  rapid,  progress  of 
the  cause  they  advocate.  Whilst  the  number  of 
bnnetallists  who  were  once  monometallists  can  be 
counted  by  the  thousand,  a  bimetallist  who  has 
become  nionometallisl  is  as  rare  as  a  Unionist 
who  has  been  perverted  to  Home  Rule. 

Speakers  at  the  Meeting  of  the  League  were  Sir 
David  Balfour  (late  Financial  Member  of  Council 
in  India),  Mr.  Grenfell  (of  Bank  of  England  re- 
putation), Professor  Foxwell,  and  many  others. 

Sir  W.  H.  Houldsworth,  M.P.,  moved  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  carried  unanimously,  and  which 
sets  f ot  t h  so  cleaily  the  objects  that  bimetallism 
have  in  view  that  I  venlui  e  to  quote  it  in  full  :  — 

"  That  the  finances,  agi  icultui  e,  industries,  and 
trade  of  the  British  Empire — Home,  Colonial,  and 
Indian — are  harassed  and  embarrassed  by  the 
constant  appreciation  of  gold  and  the  great  in- 
stability and  uncertainty  of  exchange  between 
gold  and  silver  standard  countries;  that  there  is 
no  sound  remedy  for  the  grave  and  growing  evils 
resulting  therefrom  except  bimetallism  on  a  broad 
international  basis  at  a  common  ratio,  to  be 
mutually  agreed  upon;  that,  as  experience  has 
proved  that  the  remedy  would  be  sound,  practical, 
and  effective,  and  as  it  has  been  appioved  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Gold  and  Silver,  it  is  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  negotiate  without  delay  with  other 
leading  nations  for  a  monetary  union  on  these 
ines." 


It  is  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  see  that  Yokohama 
is  at  last  beginning  to  take  a  serious  interest  in  a 
question  that  is  not  only  vital  to  the  prospeiily  of 
Biitish  trade  with  the  whole  of  the  East,  but  that 
is  assuming  a  daily  increasing  political  inipoil- 
ance  in  Europe. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

A  Twenty  Years'  Resident. 

March  26th,  1894. 


"FALSE  RELIGIONS." 


TO  THE  liDITOR  OF  THE  "JAPAN  MaIL." 

Sir, —  Mr.  Pieters'  ar tide  ill  leply  to  mine  con- 
tains much  to  which  I  give  a  cordial  assent,  and 
I  am  glad  he  has  given  the  public  his  side  of  the 
question.  Since  there  are  some  who  conscienti- 
ously call  all  religions  save  Christianity  false,  and 
others  who  as  conscientiously  cannot  so  regaid 
them,  and  since  the  two  sides  have  already  been 
presented,  I  hesitate  to  ask  for  more  room  in 
the  Mail.  Yet  since  Mr.  Pieters  intimates 
that  scholarly  opinions  do  not  bear  out  my  asser- 
tion, I  venture  to  send  this  communication  on  one 
point  only,  regretting  that  it  must  be  largely  a 
matter  of  exegesis,  so  that  it  will  doubtless  be  left 
unread  by  the  majority  of  your  readers. 

My  statement  was  that  aXrjSivos,  true,  as  used 
in  the  New  Testament,  is  never  contrasted  with 
false,  but  with  vague,  impeilect,  incomplete, 
transitory,  shadowy,  inferior.  Mi .  Pieters  frankly 
allows  that  this  is  the  usage  of  the  New  Testament 
in  a  number  of  places,  but  he  adds  : 

"  It  would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose  if  the 
writer  had  quoted  scholarly  opinions  on  the  use  of 
this  word  as  applied  to  God  in  Jno.  17:3,  I  Thess. 
1:9,  and  I  Jno.  5:20."  Here,  then,  are  such  quo- 
tations as  I  have  been  able  to  gather:— 

Those  on  John  17:3, — This  is  life  eternal,  that 
they  should  know  thee  the  only  true  God." 

"The  only  essential,  real  God,  in  antithesis 
to  unreal,  symbolical,  and  mythical  gods  of  the 
world,  and  to  all  false  and  obscured  belief  in 
God." — Lange. 

"As  Him  to  whom  alone  belongs  the  reality  of 
the  idea  of  God." — Meyer. 

"  This  term  declares  that  this  God  is  the  only 
one  who  answers  perfectly  to  the  idea  expressed 
by  the  word  God.  How  is  it  possible  not  to  find 
heie  with  Meyer  the  contrast  to  manifold  divini- 
ties unworthy  of  this  name  ?" — Godet. 

"  Here  the  Father  is  described  as  the  onlytrue 
God, — as  the  only  being  in  whom  the  idea  of  God 
is  peifectly  realized."— Hovey. 

"There  aie  many  to  whom  the  name  of  God 
has  been  applied,  but  one  only  fulfils  the  conception 
which  man  can  dimly  form  of  the  absolute  majesty 
of  God."  And  in  Jno.  4:23, — true  worshippers, — 
"  This  word  true  describes  that  which  is  not  only 
truly  but  also  completely  what  it  professes  to  be. 
Thus  it  is  used  in  connection  with  those  material 
objects  under  which  Christ  represents  Himself. 
(See  John  1:9,  17:3,  19:35.)  The  popular  sense 
of  the  word  "  ideal," — fulfilling  the  complete  con- 
ception— comes  near  to  this  usage." — Westcott. 

"  Not  as  one  deity  among  many,  but  as  the 
only  true  God,— i.e.,  as  the  only  God  correspond- 
ing to  the  idea  of  a  divine  being." — Whitelaw. 

"  God  only  is  true, — i.e.  He  in  whose  case  the 
idea  contained  in  God  is  an  actual  fact." — 
Luthardt. 

"Jesus  designates  the  father  as  Him  who  alone 
is  in  reality  God." — Weiss. 

Next,  1  Thess.  1:9, — "  Ye  turned  unto  God  from 
idols,  to  serve  a  living  and  true  God." 

The  living  God  in  contrast  to  dead  idols  ;  the 
true,  real  god  in  contrast  to  idols  which  are  vain, 
unreal. — Meyer. 

"  In  contrast  to  the  lifeless  and  false  idols." — 
Ellicott. 

"This  word  true  here  expresses,  in  contrast  to 
the  vanity  of  the  idols,  God's  Wesenhaftigkeit — 
absolute,  divine  nature." — Loecklev. 

The  third  verse  under  discussion  is  I  Jno.  5:  20, 
"  This  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life." 

**  It  is  what  is  true  as  opposed  to  false." — Lias. 

"  God  is  here  termed  true,  as  in  Jno.  17:  3,  as 
the  antithesis  to  fictitious  or  false  (Calvin,  Lu- 
ther, and  others). — Evrard. 

"  God  is  true,  in  contrast  with  all  imaginary  and 
imperfect  objects  of  worship.    He  completely  satis- 
fies the  idea  of  God-head  in  the  mind  of  man." 
—  Westcott. 

•'  God  is  described, — in  distinction  from  all 
idols,  especially  from  the  idol  which  the  false  tea- 
chers made  of  God,  as  the  true  God." — Godet. 

What  this  commentator  says  in  John  I:  9  will  ex- 
plain the  above  : — John  uses  this  word  twenty-three 
times.  It  contrasts,  not  the  true  with  the  false, 
but  the  normal  appearance  with  the  imperfect 
realization."  Also  under  Jno.  19:  35, — "The  ad- 
jective a\r)§ivos  does  not  here  any  mote  than  else- 


where, mean  aXtj^s.  The  meaning  is,  a  real  testi- 
mony which  li  uly  deserves  the  name,  as  announcing 
a  fact  truly  seen." 

"  The  true  God  is  described  not  as  verax,  but 
as  He  who  is  in  truth  God  in  contrast  to  every 
fictitious  god.  For  this  word  here  designates  the 
reality  of  the  idea." — Luthardt. 

Now,  in  these  quotations  there  are  a  few  that 
support  Mr.  Pieters'  view,  that  aXt]§iv6s  is  a  direct 
contrast  to  false,  but  modern  scholars,  however, 
are  fairly  well  agreed  lhal  false  is  not  the  proper 
contrast.  It  is  true  as  Mr.  Pieters  says  that, 
"Robinson  defines  aXrj^ivos  as  'true,  conformed 
to  the  nature  and  reality  of  things,  not  false.'  But 
did  not  my  brother  notice  that  Robinson  gives  the 
same  definition  under  aXr/Stis?  Yet  Cremer,  sixth 
edition,*  says:— "As  close  as  these  two  words 
sometimes  touch  each  other,  the  distinction  is  al- 
ways perceptible."  And  inasmuch  as  aXri^s  is 
the  word  that  is  used  when  a  flat  contrast  with 
false  is  wanted  (1  Jno.  2^27,  "  True  and  no  lie:" 
Rom.  f3:4,  "  Let  God  be  found  true,  but  every 
man  a  liar;"  II.  Cor.  6:8,  "as  deceivers  and 
yet  true;  &c.)  we  may  confidently  affirm  that 
in  "  the  true  God  "  passages  something  else 
than  false  is  in  the  mind  of  the  writers,  What 
is  it  ?  Cremer  tells  us  ; — "  the  ending  lv6s  de- 
notes that  the  quantity,  as  a  fundamental  idea, 
exists  in  abundance."  Reading  again  the  critical 
commentaries  I  have  grouped  above,  it  is  fully 
apparent,  at  least  to  me,  that  the  fundamental 
thought  in  this  Gieek  word  is,  the  superabundant 
fulness  of  every  quantity  that  goes  to  make  God. 
Even  when  idols  aie  in  the  same  verse  the  mean- 
ing is  not  "  the  ti  tie  God  as  compared  with  false 
idols,"  as  some  commentators  are  disposed  to 
think,  but  rather,  let  the  idol  be  something  or 
nothing,  no  matter  what  it  is,  the  true  God  is  the 
only  one  who  fully  and  absolutely  contains  the  idea 
expressed  by  the  word  God. 

Mr.  Pieters'  affirms  that  this  Greek  adjective 
is  contrasted  with  false  in  Jno.  12:34.  Even  his 
3rd  edition  of  Cremer  (German  4th  edition) 
would  tell  him  the  contrast  is  unreliable  rather 
than  false.  But  the  6th  edition  simply  says  :  "  This 
Greek  word  characterises  the  testimony,  no  mat- 
ter with  what  it  deals,  whatever  it  may  express,  as 
full  of  truth  ;  aXr)$r]S  corresponds  to  fact,  aXrj^iyos 
being  full  of  truth.  The  former  characterizes  the 
contents,  the  latter  the  value  of  the  testimony." 
This  reasoning  applies  with  the  same  force  to  the 
other  passages  cited  by  Mr.  Pieters. 

With  this  testimony  I  feel  justified  in  repeating 
the  statement  Mr.  Pieters  challenged — that  in  the 
New  Testament  aXtfiiyos  is  never  contrasted  with 
false.  And  Christians  may  legitimately  find,  in 
the  carefulness  with  which  Christ  and  his  apostles 
used  adjectives,  encouragement  to  avoid  calling 
other  1  el ig ions  false.  We  can,  without  abating  one 
iota  of  earnestness,  "  uphold  the  honour  of  the  one 
true  God  and  the  only  true  religion  without 
"denouncing  all  others  as  false."  We  can  exult 
in  the  fact  that  this  superabounding  fullness  of  all 
that  goes  to  make  God  is  the  very  richest  of  con- 
structive truths.  No  matter  what  virtues  or  vices, 
excelleuciesordefects,may  inhere  in  other  religions, 
our  hope  and  joy  and  strength  are  not  in  proving 
them  false,  but  in  setting  forth  in  our  speech  and  in 
our  lives  this  absolute  fullness  of  truth,  before  which 
nothing  else  can  permanently  stand.  "Night 
brings  out  the  stars,"  and  the  star-light  of  other 
leligious  is  a  light.  Nevertheless  when  the  sun 
rises  the  star-light  disappears.  The  other  religions, 
as  such,  will  fade  away,  and  the  sure  victory  will 
be  to  Him  before  whom  all  knees  shall  bend. 

Perhaps  one  remaik  may  be  added.  I  could 
wish  Mr.  Pieters  had  not  tried  so  hard  to  '  save 
my  monotheism  at  the  expense  of  my  intelligence  ;' 
and  that,  in  defining  the  general  term  religion, 
he  had  not  taken  the  unusual  liberty,  first,  of  pul- 
ling it  on  "  the  Christian  standpoint,"  and  iater, 
of  adding  the  adjective  "  true."  ("  A  definition  of 
religion  is  not  easy,  but  I  think  we  should  all 
agree  that,  from  the  Christian  standpoint,  at 
least,  a  true  religion  is,  &c.)  But  these  are  minor 
defects  in  an  aigument,  the  spirit  and  ability  of 
which  no  one  can  find  fault  with. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c,  /         J.  H.  De  F. 

Kyoto,  March  24II1,  1894. 


RELIGION  AND  FINANCE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  Philosophers  tell  us  "the  reign  of  law"  ex- 
tends to  all  things,  material  and  immaterial.  The 
progress  of  man  consists  in  the  discovery  and  ap- 
plication of  these  laws.  If  law  reigns  in  all  (law 
I  take  it,  is  the  will  of  God),  then  nothing  can  be 
arbitrary.  Things  arbitrarily  done  are  liable  to 
transgress  the  law  and  to  meet  proper  punish- 

*  I  do  not  read  German,  but  a  friend  kindly  translated  for  me 
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ment.    Tin  law  of  punishment  is  thai  the  punish 
ment  is  of  llie  same  kind   as  (lie  sin.  Through 

ignorance  and  from  other  causa*!  most  of  us  do 

not  get  the  full  benefits  of  our  menial  faculties; 
inemoi  ies  aie  weakened,  perceptions  aie  dull- 
ed ,  ihe  violation  of  llie  laws  of  the  mind  punishes 
us  in  the  mind.  Violation  of  the  law  of  the  phy- 
sicial  man  is  punished  in  the  body  and  in  the 
mind,  as  the  two  aie  connected.  For  instance,  we 
atCribe  a  had  temper  to  a  bad  liver,  and  justly  so. 

Solomon  gives  us  the  law  of  tendency  of  the 
financial  status  of  riches  and  poverty.  Malce  me 
neither  I'icll  nor  poor.  .  .  .  lest  I  be  licit 
and  say,  who  is  the  Lord  ?  .  .  .  and  lest  I 
he  poor  and  steal  and  profane  the  name  of  my 
God  P  The  1  ich  are  liable  to  ignore  God  and  the 
poor  to  profane  his  name. 

The  economists  tell  us  the  licb  and  poor  are 
becoming  more  widly  separated  and  the  tendency 
is  10  permanency  ill  these  classes. 

In  all  old  countries  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, certain  families  aie  rich  and  ceitain  families 
are  poor.    About  the  only  way  of  equalization  is 
through  moral  decay,  thiough  which  the  lich  fte 
quently  lose  their  all  !  ! 

Is  it  not  apparent  to  every  thoughtful  man  that 
God's  financial  laws  aie  bioken  all  the  lime. 
Many  nations  ai  e  1  ich  in  natural  resources  but  how 
poor  in  their  homes!  This  comes  from  non-con- 
formity to  God's  fiscal  laws.  Obedience  to  law  is 
the  way  to  victoiy.  One  of  God's  fiscal  laws  of 
the  fiist  importance,  is,  "If  a  man  has  a  God- 
given  light  to  life  he  has  the  same  light  to  land 
as  the  only  suppoit  of  that  life."  The  right  to 
the  use  of  laud  is  one  of  the  inalienable  tights 
of  evei  y  living  human  being.  The  violation  of 
ibis  law  has  wrought  and  is  working  the  direst 
results. 

The  only  road  to  peace  is  through  reformation. 
When  the  land  is  appropriated  by  a  class  of  the 
people  and  the  remainder  cannot  have  access  to 
it,  except  by  permission  of  the  landed  class,  what 
results  ?  The  law  of  wages  is  "  Wages  are  graded 
from  what  can  be  produced  on  the  poorest  land  in 
use  without  the  payment  of  ient." 

"  Rent  (of  land)  is  determined  by  the  excess  of 
productive  power  ovei  the  poorest  land  in  use." 
When  the  ient  is  high  wages  aie  low.  In  order 
to  honour  labour  it  should  be  well  paid,  it  should 
have  as  neaily  as  possible  all  that  it  produces, 
then  there  would  be  no  ient  !  That  is  impossible, 
but  the  next  best  thing  can  be  done,  the  ient  can 
be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  limit  by  putting 
all  land  that  is  capable  of  use,  into  use.  This  can 
infallably  be  done  by  taxing  it  to  its  rental 
value,  as  it  is  in  natuie,  whether  it  is  used  or  not. 
The  only  possible  reason  that  a  man  holds  land 
that  he  does  not  use  is  to  gel  the  "  unearned  in- 
crement," which  lie  knows  an  iilcieasing  popula 
lion  will  give  it.  The  "  uueai  ned  increment  "  that 
the  laudloi  ds  get  means  an  "  earned  increment" 
that  some  do  not  get;  it  is  taken  away  from  one 
class,  by  means  of  low  wages  and  high  tents,  and 
given  lo  the  other  class  in  high  rents  and  cheap 
labour.  Heie  is  a  violation  of  the  divine  law  that 
must  cease  in  order  lo  achieve  fiscal  juslice  and 
peace.  But  says  one,  the  landlords  have  "  vested 
rights." 

No  aitificial  rights  can  stand  against  the  rights 
God  has  given.  Can  the  authority  of  the  Almighty 
be  nullified  by  Act  of  Congress  ?  Were  there  no 
pain  in  reformation  that  would  prove  it  was  nol 
necessary.  The  very  fact  that  the  application  of 
this  just  law  is  painful  to  the  violators  of  it 
and  is  a  rejoicing  to  those  who  have  been  wronged, 
is  one  of  the  indications  that  it  is  just.  The  man 
who  gets  diunk  is  the  one  to  have  the  headache. 

Pei  iodical  panics,  like  the  chills  and  fever,  show 
there  is  malaria  in  the  blood.  A  man's  light  lo 
labour  and  lo  freely  exchange  the  pioduct  of  his 
labour  ought  to  be  acknowledged  by  this  lime. 
I  myself,  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  in  economics 
a  law  of  money  that  will  one  day  be  applied. 

Eveiy  man  who  inscribes  on  his  banner  the 
high  ideals — "  Do  to  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  to  you  " — "  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self " — "  Love  is  the  fulfilling  llie  Law" — should 
grasp  these  great  principles  of  justice,  and  ought 
to  stiive  with  all  his  might  and  by  every  honour 
able  means  to  have  them  put  into  practice. 

CHARLES  E.  GARST. 
Hongo-Klu,  Tokyo,  March  21st,  1894. 


The  Missionary  Bishopric  of  North  Japan  has 
been  offered  to,  and  accepted  by,  the  Rev.  H.  'I 
E.  Bai  low,  senior  curate-in-chai  ge  of  St.  Michael's 
Chinch,  Workington.  Mr.  Barlow  only  went  to 
Workington  last  summer,  hut  he  has  already 
made  himself  vei  y  popular.  The  new  bishop  will 
be  consecrated  on  24th  inst.,  at  the  same  time  as 
his  b  1  oilier  bishop,  the  Rev.  M  1  .  Evington,  who 
returned  from  Japan  by  the  last  mail  for  the  con- 
secration ceremony. 


YOKOHAMA   GENERAL  CHAMBER 
OF  COMM&RCE. 


annual  MKBTING. 


Tlte  annual  geneial  meeting  of  lite  Yokohama 
Geneial  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  held  oil  Tues- 
day afternoon,  the  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Liudsley, 

pi  esidiug.     Tliei  e  wei  e  also  pi  esenl  Messi  s.  R.  I). 
Robison,  j,  T.  Griffin,  A.  O.  Gay,  in  T.  B.  Mac 
pherson,  Tames  Walter,  J.  I).  Hutchinson,  J.  A. 
Eraser,  M.  Kaufmann,  A.  S.  Gaifit,  I.  Dndds,  j. 
P.  Mollison,  H.  Holm,  and  O.  Kiel,  Secretary,  ' 

Aquoiuiu  being  present,  the  Skckktary  read 
the  notice  calling  ihe  meeting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  that  he  would  take  llie 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  as  read.  The  accounts 
for  the  year  1893  showed  a  slight  reduction,  the 
figures  being  $761  91  against  $1,002  for  last  year. 
This  was  enliiely  owing  to  the  deciease  ill  the  sale 
of  circulars.  There  had  been  no  resignations, 
while  lluee  new  members  had  joined  the  Chambei 
dining  the  year.  He  would  now  read  the  annual 
report. 

Kkport  of  this  Yokohama  General  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  the  Year  1803. 
Although  the  total  foreign  trade  of  the  port  shows  a 
falling  off  of  about  a  million  and  a  half  yen  during  the 
past  year,  this  is  by  no  means  an  indication  that  trade 
is  on  the  wane,  for  had  not  the  financial  panic  in  the 
United  States  interfered  to  prevent  a  normal  export  of 
raw  silk,  an  increase  of  fully  ten  per  cent,  in  the  total 
value  of  business  transacted  would  have  been  shown. 
EXPORTS. 

Silk. — When  it  is  considered  that  the  value  of  the 
shipments  of  this  article  exceeded  in  1892  by  nearly 
twenty  percent,  the  value  of  all  imports  in  that  year, 
it  will  readily  be  seen  that  a  reduction  of  nearly  one' 
third  in  shipments  during  1893  has  so  great  an  effect 
upon  the  figures  showing  the  entire  trade  as  easily  to 
give  a  wrong  impression. 

The  decrease  in  the  export  of  raw  silk  to  the  United 
States  is  very  marked,  being  no  less  than  17,383  bales, 
while  exports  to  Europe  have  been  practically  on  a  par 
with  those  of  1892,  (21 ,544  bales  against  21 ,415  bales). 

At  the  beginning  of  January  No.  1  Filatures,  fine 
sizes,  were  quoted  at  $880  per  picul,  and  full  sized 
Filatures  at  $860,  with  exchange  at  2/9J  on  London 
and  fcs.  3.50,  for  4  months'  drafts.  On  the  1st  May 
similar  silks  were  quoted  at  $1,130  and  $1,030,  respec- 
tively, with  same  exchange. 

Then  commenced  the  financial  trouble  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  new  season  opened  on  the  1st  July 
with  unexpectedly  low  prices  and  a  sharp  decline  in 
exchange.  Prices  and  exchange  continued  their  down- 
ward course  until,  on  1st  October,  No.  1  Filatures, 
fine  sizes,  were  quoted  at  $830,  and  full  sizes  were  done 
for  the  United  States  $770,  with  exchange  at  2/5$. 

Fine  sizes  remained  on  about  the  same  basis  until 
the  end  of  the  year,  while  full  sizes  had  advanced  to 
$810,  exchange  being  at  2/4  and  fcs.  2.93.  Throughout 
the  season  the  market  was  burdened  with  a  heavy  stock, 
but  the  Japanese  holders  seemed  to  find  little  difficulty 
in  carrying  it ;  on  the  31st  December  this  amounted  to 
14,000  piculs,  against  7,000  piculs  at  the  close  of  189^ 

In  Waste  Silk  prices  were  well  maintained  for  the 
first  half  of  the  year,  but  during  the  latter  half  the 
general  course  of  the  trade  was  unsatisfactory,  even 
more  so  than  in  the  sister  market  of  Raw  Silk  ;  and  it 
would  appear  that  low  prices  for  silk  interfere  with 
the  consumption  of  waste,  and  that  manufacturers  are 
less  inclined  to  turn  their  attention  to  substitutes  for 
reeled  silk  when  the  latter  is  cheap. 

Silk  Piece  Goods  (Habutai).— Exports  show  a 
decrease  of  nearly  one-fourth  in  quantity  and  about 
one-fifth  in  value. 

Silk  Handkerchiefs,  on  the  other  hand,  show  an 
increased  export  of  248,009  dozen  and  yen  401 ,520  in 
value. 

Tha. —  Notwithstanding  business  in  this  staple  re- 
ceived a  severe  check  during  the  height  of  the  panic 
in  the  United  States,  the  quantity  exported  was  very 
little  less  than  last  year,  whereas  the  val ue  exceeded 
that  of  shipments  in  1892  by  $298,050.  A  cold  and 
backward  spring  retarded  the  opening  of  the  market 
until  April  27th  which,  though  later  than  usual,  was 
about  one  week  earlier  than  the  previous  very  excep- 
tional season.  Opening  prices  were  $6  to  $8  higher 
than  tl  lose  of  last  season,  this  advance  being,  however 
in  part  offset  by  considerably  lower  exchange.  Buy- 
ing was  pushed  with  great  activity  throughout  the 
month  of  May,  the  volume  of  business  showing  a 
marked  increase  over  the  figures  of  the  previous 
year,  at  corresponding  dates,  and  prices  ruling  very 
strong.  During  June  a  more  conservative  tone  was 
noticeable  on  the  part  of  buyers,  and  stocks  began  to 
accumulate,  but  prices  did  not  decline.  The  heavy 
and  unprecedented  fall  in  exchange  at  the  end  of  (une 
was  quickly  followed  by  active  buying  and  an  advance 
of  $1  to  $2  per  picul  in  prices. 

This  activity,  however,  was  not  of  long  duration 
owing  to  unfavourable  conditions  in  the  United 
States.  The  market  gradually  settled  down  to  a 
sleady  business  with  easier  prices  in  July  and  August. 
The  remainder  of  the  year  was  characterised  by  a 
quiet  tone  and  slight  fluctuations  in  value. 


Coi'i'KK. —  Export  of  this  ti us  decreased  by  23,050 
pieuli — 'i372  tons;  values,  however,  have  been 
higher,  mid  this  decrease  represents  hut  $206,040.  A 
similar  decrease  has  taken  pi  ,ce  in  tl  lily  ex- 
ported from  Kobe. 

1'"ish-<  Mi.  shows  an  increase  in  export  of  nearly  80 
per  cent,  and  in  value  109  per  cent,  over  last  year. 
IMPORTS. 

Notwithstanding  a  continued  fall  in  exchange 
throughout  the  year  from  2/8J  in  January  to  2/3^  in 
December,  or  nearly  18  per  cent .,  the  trade  in  imports 
shows  a  large  increase  in  volume  and  values,  the  lat- 
ter amounting  to  36,305,009  yen  against  31,328,904 
yen  in  1892  or  approximately  5,000, 000 .yen  additional 
trade.  And  it  is  wort+iy  of  note  that  this  gain  has 
been  more  than  doubled  at  Kobe  and  Osaka.  This 
would  imply  a  very  prosperous  condition  of  affairs 
throughout  the  country. 

White  Rhfined  Sugar  shows  the  greatest  develop, 
ment,  with  an  increase  of  yen  588,599  in  imports  for 
Yokohama  and  yen  1.228,022  for  all  Japan.  'Ihe 
increase  in  the  quantity  imported  was  only  3,565 
piculs  for  Yokohama  ^ind  8,673  piculs  for  all  Japan. 
Brown  Sugar,  however,  shows  an  increased  import  of 
77,458  piculs  for  Yokohama  and  143,002  piculs  for  all 
Japan  with  an  increase  in  values  of  only  387  938  yen 
and  704,389  yen  respectively.  This  is  another  evi- 
dence of  general  prosperity. 

Mktals. — Iron  is  next  on  the  list  with  a  gain  of  yen 
397,628.  Prices  of  metals  generally  have  been  con- 
siderably advanced,  but  have  not  been  brought  up  as 
fast  as  exchange  has  declined,  and  importers  who 
failed  to  fix  their  exchange  before  the  arrival  of  their 
goods  generally  suffered  a  loss  unless  they  had  sold  for 
sterling,  a  practice  which  was  fairly  general  not  only 
in  this,  but  in  other  imports. 

The  greatest  increase  in  deliveries  has  been  in  Pig 
Iron,  there  being  a  special  demand  for  this  for  making 
water  pipes  for  the  city  of  Tokyo. 

Bar,  flat,  plate,  and  sheet  iron  also  show  a  large  in- 
crease in  deliveries.  Stocks  of  metals  generally,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  were  the  smallest  on  record. 

Cotton  Yarn. — The  trade  in  foreign  yarn  has  pro- 
bably been  fairly  satisfactory  to  those  engaged  in  it, 
notwithstanding  that  greatly  reduced  imports  and 
deliveries  bear  witness  10  the  increased  competition 
of  the  Japanese  mills.  But  whatever  profits  have  been 
made  have  been  dependent  upon  what  can  only  he 
called  good  luck  in  the  matter  of  exchange.  Thus  a 
transaction  entered  upon  with  exchange  fixed  at  its 
inception  almost  invariably  turned  out  well,  through 
the  enhanced  value  consequent  upon  the  fall  in  silver  ; 
whereas  transactions  in  which  exchange  was  left  open 
until  the  goods  arrived,  usually  resulted  in  a  loss. 

16/24's  spinnings  appear  to  have  suffered  most  at 
the  hands  of  native  mills,  the  decrease  in  deliveries 
being  no  less  than  5,000  bales  ;  2/42's  come  next, 
being  2,200  bales  less  than  in  1892,  a  fact  difficult  to 
account  for  as  they  are  not  made  in  Japan,  and  have 
shown  more  vitality  than  any  other  description, 

Gassed  and  Fine  Plain  descriptions  have  been  very 
largely  dealt  in  and  probably,  in  point  of  value,  more' 
than  compensate  for  the  decrease  in  sales  of  other 
kinds.     Bonibays  have  virtually    disappeared  from 
this  market. 

Grey  Shirtings  of  all  weights  show  a  handsome 
gain  of  90,000  pieces  and  337,019  yen  in  value, 
though  not  wholly  free  from  native  competition. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  demand  for  gib. 
Shirtings. 

Deliveries  of  T.  Cloths  compare  favourably  with 
those  of  1892,  indicating  an  increase  of  25  per  cent,  in 
the  consumption. 

In  Italian  Cloth  there  has  been  a  serious  falling  off 
in  deliveries  of  over  27  per  cent,  although  importa- 
tions have  increased  in  a  far  greater  ratio.  There 
has  been  about  the  same  falling  off  in  deliveries  of 
Mousselines  de  lain e,  but  there  has  also  been  a  cor- 
responding diminution  in  imports.  There  has  been 
a  marked  increase  in  deliveries  and  importations  of 
Blankets. 

Raw  Cotton. — While  this  does  not  play  a  great 
part  in  Yokohama  and  imports  fell  off  6,300  piculs 
in  1893,  during  the  past  decade  the  value  of  imports 
at  this,  Kobe  and  Osaka  has  increased  from  half  a 
million  lo  16  millions  of  yen. 

The  Spinners'  Union  have  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  to  give  exclusive 
support  to  their  Bombay  line,  and  have  guaranteed  to 
provide  a  large  amount  of  freight.  The  relatively 
high  cost  of  Indian  Cotton,  owing  to  the  advance  in 
exchange  on  India,  is  likely  to  render  this  an  onerous 
burden. 

Kerosene. — Whilst  the^quantitative  increase  of 
import  and  consumption  in  Yokohama  is  but  slight, 
it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  import  of  Russian  oil 
has  exceeded  that  from  America.  In  1892  the  former 
was  but  29  per  cent,  of  the  entire  import,  and  in  1893 
had  risen  to  53  per  cent.  A  new  feature  of  the  trade 
has  been  the  importation  of  Russian  oil  in  tank 
steamers  and  the  erection  of  storage  tanks  on  shore 
for  its  accommodation. 

Exchange. — In  view  of  its  controlling  influence  in 
all  foreign  trade,  this  subject  should  have  perhaps 
been  the  first  to  be  mentioned. 

Rates  remained  fairly  steady  until  the  end  of  June, 
but  thenceforward  fell  continuously  to  the  close  of 
the  year. 

The  rejection  of  silver  as  a  legal  tender  by  Europe 
and  the  United  States  has  opened  a  chasm  between 
silver  and  gold-using  countries  which  it  is  each  year 
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more  difficult  to  bridge.  That  countries  on  a  gold 
basis  are  suffering  and  will  suffer  more  in  the  loss  of 
some  of  their  best  markets,  can  hardly  be  doubted,  as 
there  must  be  a  limit  beyond  which  reductions  in 
prices  and  w-«ges  in  gold  cannot  be  made. 

In  the  meantime,  we  see  a  great  impetus  given  to 
industrial  enterprises  in  China  and  Japan,  fostered  by 
a  protection  which  even  the  tariff  in  the  United  States 
does  not  afford. 

With  India  upon  the  horns  of  a  dilemma  between  the 
gold  and  silver  standards,  China  has  invaded  her  raw 
cotton  markets  in  England  and  on  the  Continent,  and 
Japan  is  eager  to  displace  her  yarns  in  China,  as  her' 
mills  have  already  done  here. 

Treaty  Revision. —  Treaty  Revision  is  still  in  the 
air — now  seeming  to  be  close  at  hand,  and  again,  as 
remote  as  ever. 

Railways — Latest  official  returns  give  1,877  rniles 
of  road  in  working  order  and  new  lines  projected 
aggregating  6i  1  miles. 

Harbour  Works. —  The  Landing  Pier  is  practically 
finished;  it  is  1,900  feet  long,  63  feet  wide  in  the 
outer  (berthing)  portion,  and  Uas  acconimodHtion  for 
berthing  three  steamers  on  each  side.  The  break, 
waters  have  been  left  untouched  for  many  months, 
and  when  they  will  be  completed  is  still  uncertain. 

The  space  for  mooring  and  the  necessary  fairway 
are  at  times  felt  to  be  quite  inadequate,  particularly 
when  many  men-of-war  are  in  port. 

Custom  House. — Considerable  changes  have  been 
made  at  the  hatoba  and  in  the  jetties  for  landing  im- 
ports, including  a  railway  from  the  new  pier.  All 
these  are  in  the  line  of  improvement,  and  are  a  credit 
to  the  Customs  authorities. 

'The  Annual  Accounts  are  submitted  herewith, 
showing  a  credit  balance  of  $761.91.  This  is  $240.88 
less  than  the  balance  at  credit  last  year,  and  is  mainly 
due  to  the  diminished  sale  of  circulars. 

The  thanks  of  the  Chamber  are  due  to  Messrs.  D. 
Fraser  and  J.  C.  Budd  for  auditing  the  accounts. 

The  number  of  members  at  present  is  63,  against 
59  at  the  same  time  last  year, 

John  Lindsley,  Chairman. 


Yokohama  General  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  Year  1893. 
Receipts. 

To  Balance  from  1892  J1.002.79 

Members' Subscriptions  59  at  £25    ...      £i,475  oo 

3  at  $15    45.00 

 1.520.00 

Circulars  sold  : — 

To  Members   '5.493  for   $2,448.36 

To  Non-members     ...       1.730  for    370  38 

 2,818.74 

Half-yearly  Statistics  sold  375  for    74,45 

Sundry  Publications  sold   18.80 

Sale  of  Furniture  and  old  Paoers   204.00 

Fire  Insurance  Bonus,  Sun  Insurance  Office    1.20 

Interest  allowed  by  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank  on 
Current  Account    11. 16 


Balance.   Cash  in  hand... 


$5,651. 10 

  $  761.91 

Expenditure. 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Staff...    .'  (3,0:000 

Rent   480.00 

Printing  Circulars,  Statistics,  Reports,  etc.    837.1c 

Advertising,  and  subscriptions  to  local  newspapers     ...  72.10 

Returns  of  imports  and  exports    125  00 

Furniture  and  stationery   54.45 

Books  of  reference    6i.J$ 

Petty  disbursements,  fuel,  lighting,  collector's  fees, 

postages  and  sundries    244.58 

Fire  insurance,  «i,;co   14. 25 


Balance,  carried  to  new  account 


$4,889.23 
  761.91 

$5,651-14 

E.  &  O.  E. 
Yokohama,  6th  March,  1894. 

O.  Kbil,  Secretary. 
Examined  and  found  correct,  6th  March,  1894. 

John  C.  Budd, /  Aud' tors' 
Mr.  A.  O.  Gay — I  have  pleasure  in  proposing 
Lite  adoption  of  the  repoit  and   accounts  of  the 
Chamber  for  the  past  year. 

Mr.  MoLLISON  seconded,  and  in  so  doing  said 
—  I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  "Mr.  Gay's 
resolution.  The  iepoit  is  an  tintisully  interesting 
one,  and,  thanks  to  Mr.  Kiel,  we  have  again  ail 
imposing  an  ay  of  valuable  tables  before  us, 
bristling  with  information  of  a  most  interest 
ing  natiue  to  all  engaged  ill  liade.  I  should 
liei  e  like  to  ask  iliai  a  cordial  vole  of  thanks 
be  recorded  to  Mr.  Kiel  for  ihese  figures — the 
labour  involved  in  compiling  which,  no  one  can 
Understand  in  any  degiee  unless  lie  has  liied  it. 
I  therefore  ask  that  a  special  vote  of  thanks  be 
accorded  Mr.  Kiel  for  the  labour  he  has  taken  in 
laying  befoie  us  these  most  interesting  figmes. — 
(Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  on  being  put  to  the  meeting  was 
cai  tied. 

The  Chairman — Mr.  Mollison  in  seconding 
the  repot  l  just  earned  proposed  a  vole  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Kiel  for  his  services  in  compiling  the 
tables  accompanying  lite  lepoil,  and  I,  myself, 
think  that  il  is  well  met  i ted  indeed  — ( Heat ,  heat .  ) 

Ml  Mollison  —  In  tegaxl  to  the  import  of 
yarn,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  glad  to  notice  that 
thanks  to  gassed  and  fine  plain  desci  iptinns,  aud 
despite  the  increasing  competition   of  Japanese 


mills  and  the  difficulties  to  contend  against  in 
regard  to  the  mallei  of  exchange,  it  is  gratifying 
to  find  that  the  volume  of  liade  in  English  spinn- 
ings has  fallen  off  so  little,  as  compaied  with  1892, 
and  is  less  than  might  have  been  expecled.  Al 
the  same  time,  that  it  is  dwindling  thei  e  can  be  no 
doubl,  and  with  the  introduction  of  machineiy  inio 
Japan  the  spinning  of  gassed  and  the  olliet  Fine 
yams  just  mentioned,  we  shall  see  the  beginning 
of  the  end.  One  mill  of  this  kind,  I  understand,  is 
in  course  of  election,  and  no  doubt  others  will 
follow.  Unless  a  matked  change  comes  over  the 
silver  question  aud  something  is  done  lo  rehabili- 
tate silver,  Lancashire  cannot  much  longer  com 
pele  with  Japan,  aud  ihe  days  of  English  and 
(oieigu  yarns  in  Japan,  may,  I  feat,  be  alieady 
iiumbei  ed. 

The  Chairman,  in  (hanking  Mr.  Mollison  foi 
his  temaiks,  said  he  look  a  more  hopeful  view  of 
the  case.  Il  had  generally  been  found  that  when 
one  foieign  product  had  been  foiced  off  the  field 
by  the  native  pi  oduclion  then  another  product  was 
found  lo  take  its  place.  He  thought  in  ihe  present 
case  that  other  products  would  be  pioduced  at 
home  which  would  find  a  maiket  in  the  Easi,  and 
lhat  it  would  be  a  veiy  long  lime  befoie  the 
ttade  between  the  home  counliies  and  Japan 
could  be  considered  as  about  closed.  In  legard 
lo  silver,  he  understood  thai  an  impoitant  mo- 
lion  was  to  be  submitted  lo  that  Cbambei  thai 
afternoon,  and  he  hoped  llial  the  resolution  would 
find  suppotl  in  the  Chamber,  for  ihe  time  had  ai- 
rived  for  ihe  Cbambei  lo  lake  some  action  in  ihe 
matter. 

Mi.  MoLLISON  said  he  had  thought  a  great 
deal  about  the  matter  and  intended  to  bting  for- 
ward a  motion  upon  the  subject.  He  thought  llial 
they  would  be  economizing  time,  if  they  hioughl 
their  other  business  lo  a  close  fiist  of  all.  He  wis, 
ho  we  vei ,  in  the  hands  of  ihe  Chaii  m.UI, 

The  Chairman — -There  is  a  motion  as  to  an 
alteiation  in  the  Rules  lo  be  bi.pughl  foivvard 
which  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Waltei  and 
seconded  by  myself  at  our  last  genetal  meeting, 
and  which  requites  to  be  submitted  lo  you  foi 
confirmation  al  this  meeting.  The  lesolution  is: 
"That  ihe  genetal  meeting  of  ibis  Cbambei  of 
Commeice  be  held  in  the  month  of  Match  in  each 
year,  instead  of  in  January  or  February,"  as 
formerly,  The  resolution  is  now  befoie  you.  If 
any  gentlemen  present  desites  to  make  some  re- 
maiks  upon  it,  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  hint. 

Mr.  J.  A,  Fraser — -The  principal  reason  Li 
ihe  alteiation  of  date  of  the  holding  our  annual 
meeting  is  that  the  tables  attached  to  the  re- 
pot I  may  be  compiled  and  ptesented  lo  us  at 
this  lime.  They  aie  not  out  befoie  Match,  the 
Customs  Department,  who  issues  them,  sending 
them  out  dm  ing  this  month.  Foi  lhat  reason  alone 
then,  the  change  ill  the  Rule  is  very  desiiable 
and  should  induce  the  meeting  to  adopt  ihe  mo- 
lion.  I  therefore  propose  thai  the  alteiation  of  the 
Rule,  having  been  recommended  to  us  as  being  a 
desirable  change,  be  adopli  d. 

The  CHAIRMAN — I  may  say  that  Mr,  Fraser  is 
quite  right  in  ascribing  the  reasons  for  this  al- 
teration in  the  Rule,  as  being  due  to  the  desire  to 
secure  ihe  tables  of  figutes  appended  lo  the  re  pott. 

The  resolution  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was 
then  carried. 

Mr.  Mollison  then  said — I  think  it  is  high  titne 
that  this  community  made  its  voice  publicly  heaid, 
and  thai  in  no  uncertain  tone,  on  a  question  lhat 
is  of  vital  interest  and  impottance  lo  all  of  us  who 
have  found  our  lot  in  Yokohama,  of  whatever  class 
or  occupation.  We  aie  all  alike  suffering  fi  om  a 
depreciated  and  depreciating  dollar;  and  if  the 
process  is  allowed  to  continue  until  bottom 
has  been  reached,  which  many  think  will  not 
be  befoie  we  get  to  1/6  and  others  even  to  1/-,  we 
cannot  attempt  to  picture  lo  ourselves  what  Ihe 
lesulls  will  be,  though  nothing  thai  I  can  say  is 
needed  to  prove  how  and  where  the  shoe  already 
pinches.  The  pressure  is  general  and  almost  too 
acute  foi  words.  But  a  panacea  for  this  stale  of 
things  is  c  aimed  to  be  obtainable  by  the  adop- 
tion of  what  is  called  Bimetallism)  and  with- 
out attempting  to  go  into  ibis  admittedly  abstruse 
subject,  I  may  say  I  have  read  enough  about  il  to 
feel  and  believe  that  in  il  lies  our  only  hope  of  relief 
from  a  stale  of  things  that  is  rapidly  becoming 
unbearable.  Having  faitli  in  what  Bi-metallism 
can  do  for  us,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommend- 
ing its  adopiion  to  the  Chamber  and  through  the 
Chamber  lo  ihe  community  at  large.  If  I  am  in 
older,  I  would  like  to  propose  a  resolution  lo 
ihe  effect  that  the  incoming  Committee  be 
instructed  to  have  a  memoi  ial  addressed  to  ill e 
London  Cbambei  of  Commeice  drawn  up  al  once 
and  thiown  open  for  signature  lo  the  entite  com- 
munity by  way  of  strengthening  ihe  hands  of  ihe 
London  Chamber  in  any  representation  they  have 
made,  or  may  yet  make,  lo  ihe  British  Govet  ument, 
having  foi  its  object  the  re  opening  of  the  Monetary 


Conference  at  Biussels.  If  lhat  Confetence  is  re- 
opened il  will  assuredly  not  separate  a  second 
lime  without  something  being  done  for  silver,  so 
lhat  the  gieat  thing  is  lo  help  to  bring  piessure  on 
ihe  Biitish  Government  by  any  means  in  our 
power  lo  gel  the  Confetence  re-opened.  We  ate 
a  small  community,  it  is  ti  ue  ;  but  a  community 
that  can  show  a  turn  over  in  the  way  of  trade  such 
as  is  shown  by  ihe  tepoil  just  laid  befoie  us  has 
every  right  to  be  heard  ;  and  I  therefore  call  on 
the  members  of  the  Chamber,  and  nol  only  on 
them  but  on  the  whole  community  lo  make  them- 
selves heai  d  on  a  question  thai  is  of  such  vital  im- 
pottance lo  all  of  us.  With  your  pei  mission,  I 
would  now  submit  ihe  following  resolution  : — 

"  That  the  incoming  Committee  be  instructed  to  at 
once  draw  up  a  memorial  for  transmission  to  the  Lon- 
don Chamber  of  Commerce,  open  for  signature  not 
only  to  members  of  the  Chamber  but  to  the  entire 
foreign  community  of  Yokohama  (and  if  thought  advis- 
able to  those  of  Tokyo)  assuring  the  London  Chamber 
of  sympathy  and,  as  far  as  possible,  co-operation  in 
ar.y  representation  they  have  made  or  may  yet  make 
to  the  British  Government  having  for  its  object  the 
re-opening  of  the  Brussels  Monetary  Conference,  and, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  consequent  rehabilitation  of  silver.'1 

The  Chairman  —  While  agreeing  with  the  views 
just  expressed  by  Mr,  Mollison,  I  think  that  il 
would  be  desiiable  lo  alter  the  wording  of  bis 
resolution  a  little  to  enable  us  to  present  the 
memoiial  nol  only  to  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commeice  but  also  10  Chambers  of  Comnieice  in 
places  of  importance  in  Euiope  and  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Mollison  —  I  shall  be  very  glad  lo  add  thai 
to  my  lesolution.  I  find  lhat  this  question  is 
now  engaging  the  attention  of  people  in  all  paits 
of  the  world,  in  the  United  States,  Getinany, 
Holland,  and  elsewheie. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Fraser  lose  lo  second  the  resolution. 
He  had  not  come  lo  the  meeting  vvilh  a  prepared 
speech,  but  even  if  he  had  he  could  have  added 
but  Utile  to  what  Mi.  Mollison  had  so  plainly  and 
forcibly  put  befoie  them.  He  had  brought  home 
to  every  one  present  the  extent  of  the  evils  fiom 
which  they  were  now  suffering.  He  said  that  in 
Bi-metallism  a  panacea  is  to  be  found  foi  the  ills 
at  present  attending  silver  trading.  By  thai  he 
means,  I  presume,  international  Bimetallism. 
Bi-metallism  if  il  is  lo  be  successful  must  not  be 
attempted  by  one  nation  alone.  Undei  ihose 
conditions  it  would  be  most  undesii  able,  and 
might  make  matters  wotse  than  ihey  wete.  We 
h  ave  seen  examples  of  lhat  already  in  ihe  silver 
legislation  of  the  Indian  Government  aud  else- 
where. Bi  metallism  must  therefore  be  theiesult 
of  an  international  compact  to  be  of  practical  use  , 
and,  therefore,  feeling  that  it  is  international  Bi- 
metallism which  the  resolution  1  efei  s  to,  I  beg  leave 
to  second  the  proposal  now  befoie  us. 

Mr.  MOLLISON — Mr.  Fraser  is  quite  t  ight  when 
he  thinks  lhat  it  is  international  Bi-metallism 
which  the  lesolution  advocates.  Bi-melallism 
taken  up  by  one  country  single-handed  would  be 
utterly  useless.  Il  was  an  omission  on  my  pait 
nol  to  have  mentioned  that  fact  when  intro- 
ducing the  proposition  now  before  you.  With 
your  permission  I  will  read  the  lesolution  which 
Sir  W.  H.  Houldswoith  ptoposed  al  Man- 
chester lecenlly,  and  which  appealed  in  this 
morning's  paper.  It  tuns:  —  "That  ihe  finances, 
agticulture,  industries,  and  liade  of  the  British 
Empire — Home,  Colonial,  and  Indian  —  are  haras- 
sed and  embarrassed  by  the  constant  appreciation 
of  gold  and  the  great  instability  and  uncertainly 
of  exchange  between  gold  and  silver  standaid 
countries;  lhat  there  is  no  sound  remedy  for  ihe 
grave  aud  growing  evils  resulting  thetefiom  except 
Bi-melallism  on  a  broad  in  let  national  basis  at  a 
common  ratio,  lo  be  mutually  agreed  upon  ;  that, 
as  experience  has  proved  that  the  remedy  would 
be  sound,  practical,  and  effective,  and  as  it  has 
been  appioved  by  a  majority  of  ihe  members  of 
Ihe  Royal  Commission  on  Gold  and  Silver,  it  is 
the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  lo  ne- 
gotiate without  delay  with  other  leading  nations 
for  a  monetary  union  on  these  lines."  Any  words 
of  0111  s  in  Yokohama  cannot  increase  the  weight  of 
such  words,  coming  as  they  do  fi  om  sucll  an  able  ex- 
ponent of  Bi  metallism  as     1"  W,  H.  Houldswoith. 

The  Chairman— If  there  are  no  further  le- 
maiks  to  be  made,  gentlemen,  I  will  tead  the 
motion  which  has  been  submitted  by  Mr.  Mollison 
and  seconded  by  Mi.  Fraser.    Il  is,  as  follows:  — 

•'  That  the  in-coming  Committee  be  instructed  to 
at  once  draw  up  a  Memorial  for  transmission  to  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  other  pro- 
minent Chambers  of  Europe  and  Ameiica,  open 
for  signature  not  only  to  members  of  the  Cham- 
ber, but  to  the  entire  foreign  community  of  Yoko. 
hama  (if  thought  advisable  to  thf^?fi'f  Tokyo), 
assuring  the  London  Chamber  of  sympathy  and, 
as  far  as  possible,  co-operation  in  any  representa- 
tion they  have  ma«1e  or  may  yet  make  to  the  British 
Government,  having  for  its  object  the  reopening  of 


March  31,  1894.] 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


3*3 


the  Hrussels  Monetary  Conference  anil,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  consequent  rehabilitation  of  silver." 

'I'll t;  show  of  hands  was  unanimously  in  favout 
of  tl)6  lesolulion,  and  the  Chairman  declared  il 
carried  amid  applause. 

The  Chairman — The  next  business  befoie  us  is 
the  election  of  a  ('hail  man  for  I  lie  Coming  year.  I 
may  as  well  stale  heir,  that  I  am  not  a  candidate 
foi  re-election.    Mr.  Macpheison  and  Mr.  Hutchi 
son  will  kindly  act  as  scrutineers  of  the  ballot. 

The  voting  then  ionic  place,  and,  after  the  voles 
wen-  duly  counted  and  cei  lifted, 

The  Chaikmah  said  —  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
announcing  that  Mr.  Dodds  has  been  elected 
Chairman  of  the  Chamber  by  a  lai^e  majority.— 
(LQud  applause.) 

Mi.  Dodos — I  am  compelled  to  say,  as  I  said 
last  year,  thai  I  cannot  accept  tlielionoui  you  wish 

lo  confer  upon  me. 

The  Ch  At  rm  AN — Is  it  your  pleasui  e,  gentlemen, 
that  we  lake  another  ballot,  or  shall  (he  election 
of  a  Chairman  be  left  to  the  Commitlee  ? 

Mr,  Gay  proposed,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson 
seconded,  that  the  election  of  a  Chairman  be  left 
lo  the  Committee. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  MoLLISON  —  I  piopose  that  the  election  of 
a  Vice-Chairman  be  also  left  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Dodds — I  second  that,  for  I  suppose  it  is  a 
matter  of  necessity. 

Mi.  Gay — Yes,  it  would  follow  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

This  motion  was  also  carried. 
Mr.  Fraser — It  would  not  be  out  of  place,  Mr. 
Chairman,  while  the  election  of  the  Committee  is 
proceeding,  to  mention  that  the  Shanghai  Bianch 
of  the  China  Association  addressed  a  coinmunica 
lion  to  the  Yokohama  Branch  of  the  same  Associa 
lion,  about  the  despatching  of  a  delegate  to  Loudon 
who  should  interview  members  of  the  Houses 
of  P.iiliamenl,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  other 
important  bodies  to  impress  upon  the  British  Go- 
vernment the  extent  of  the  damage  inflicted  upon 
trade  in  the  Far  East  consequent  upon  the  present 
unsatisfactory  state  of  silver  and  also  to  point  out  the 
damage  which  the  special  legislation  of  (he  Indian 
Government  has  inflicted  upon  ils  trade.  The  letter 
asked  us  if  we  prefer  red  to  co  operate  in  defraying  a 
portion  of  the'expenses  of  such  delegate,  etc.  The 
Yokohama  Branch  of  the  China  Association  is  a  very 
young  body  and  is  without  funds,  and  theiefore 
we  were  obliged  (o  return  an  answer  to  the  effect 
that  although  we  were  in  heaity  accoid  with  it 
and  fully  sympathized  in  and  agreed  with  the  step 
which  the  Shanghai  Branch  was  taking  in  the 
matter,  yet  we  were  unable  to  render  aid  of 
a  financial  character  towards  the  project.  I  Ihink 
that  as  the  community  has  such  a  large  interest 
in  tbis  question  tha.t  this  is  a  most  favourable  op- 
portunity for  letting  it  know  that  communications 
of  this  kind  have  been  passing  between  the 
branches  of  the  Association.  I  bring  the  matter 
also  before  the  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  something  cannot  be  done  in  the  matter, 
or  whether  the  Chamber  can  see  its  way  towards 
doing  that  or  something  like  that  which  the  Yoko- 
hama Branch  of  the  China  Association  were  com- 
pelled to  decline. 

The  Chairman — It  is  quite  tine  that  this  is 
a  question  which  is  of  absorbing  interest  to  eveiy 
person  of  the  entire  community.  If  it  is  felt  that 
something  should  be  done  in  the  manner  outlined 
by  Mr.  Fraser,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  resolu- 
tion from  any  gentleman  piesent. 

Mr.  Mollison — I  agree  with  what  the  Chair- 
man has  said,  that  the  matter  is  one  which  does 
not  concern  this  Chamber  alone,  but  is  one  in 
which  the  whole  community  is  interested.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  support  any  resolution  on  the  outlines 
given  by  Mr.  Fraser,  for  the  matter  is  one  which 
should  be  placed  befoie  the  whole  community  of 
Yokohama.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  our 
German  members  have  to  say  on  this  subject,  for 
it  is  the  trade  of  the  world,  and  not  that  of  British 
meichants  alone,  which  is  in  question. 

Mr.  Holm  said  that  a  meeting  of  German  mer- 
chants had  been  held  in  Yokohama  at  the  invita- 
tion of  German  fit  ms  in  Hongkong  and  the  out- 
come of  the  meeting  was  that  the  Foreign  Office 
Berlin  was  mged   to  take  some  steps  tobiing 


Till  tables  given  below  weir-  attached  to  the  upon 
as  an  Appendix. 

Value  of  Exports  and  Impoits  for  all  Japan  during 
die  years  1893  and  1892. 
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988,157,173 

Total  Kxports  and  Imports  1893  ... 
Total  Exports  and  Imports  1892  ... 
Total  increase  of  the  trade  of  1893 
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  $162,427,526 

  £  '5.543.5" 

Comparative  table  of  Deliver  ies  and  Slocks  of  II 
Principal  Imports  at  Yokohama  during  th 
years  1893  and  1892. 

Increase  Increase 
or  De-  or  De 

Deliveries,   crease  of        Stocks,  crease  of 
Deliveries  Stocks 
1892.    in  1893.     1893.     1S92.  1893 
137.825  I    6,333      —  — 


Raw  Cotton   pi». 

( ..in. n  Yarn,  Includ- 
ing Pint  Varus  not 
quoted  In  ilie  Cham- 
ber's Circular  ...pis. 

Ofay  Shlrtlngi,  all 

w.iirhts  pes. 

T.  Ch.lhi  pes. 

Indigo  Shirtings, 
Bile  ias  &  Twills. ..pes. 


Increu«e. 
Quantity,  Value. 


Decrease. 
Quantity.  Value. 


$  353. 7'9       6.J11  — 


Prlntr 


.pes. 


90,383 
10,070 

1.430 
78.569 


1893. 
'31.503 


Raw  Cotton  pis 

Cotton  Yarns — 
English  ...pis.  69,594 
Bombays  .,pls.  3,918 

Grey  Shirt- 
ings pes.  456,280 

T.  Cloths  ...pes.  75,100 

Indigo  Shirt- 
ings, etc. ..pes.  90,300 

Prints  pes.  202,296 

Cotton  Ita- 


95,610  f  26,016 
9.438  t  5.520 

400,200  *  56,080 
60,082  *  15,018 

127,170  t  36,970 
174,568*  28,401 


11,370 
9o 

69,500 
7,000 

33.000 
44,000 


M.883  t  3.S13 
73o  f  63 

37,000  *32,5oo 
11,100  f  4,100 

14,000  *i9,ooo 
10,000  *j4,ooo 


lians 
Turkey 

Reds 
Velvets 
Victoi ia 

Lawns 
Silk-faced 

Satins  . 
Flannel  . 


pes.  46,250      43.738  *    2,512    10,000  3,000*7,000 


.pes. 
.pes. 


114,400 
3  3.1'jo 


184,770  f  70,370 
54,328  f  21,138 


70,800 

9,680 


54,000  *  1 6,800 
6,600  *  3,080 


.pes.  76,730     71,890  *   4,840   20,000   15,000  *  5,000 


.pes,  6,990 
.pes.  53,120 
Italian  Cloth  pes.  1 12,650 
Mousselinespcs.  299,980 

Cloth  pes.  9,250 

Blankets  ...prs.  192,320 
lion,  all  deno- 
minations pis.  500,139 
Wire  Nails,  pis  113,790 


17,072  f  10,082 
57,872  t  4,752 
154,860  f  42,210 
415,320  ti'5.340 
7,97°  *  1,280 
176,927  *  15,293 


900 
14,900 
31,000 
50,000 
3.150 
83,800 


3,800  f  3,900 
7,5oo  *  7,400 

10, COO  *21,000 

78,000  f28,ooo 
1,450  *  1,700 
24,000  *59,8co 


313,517*186,623  4,455  22,960+18,505 
140,847+  27,057  3,700  10,000+  6,300 
Kerosene  ...cs.  2,041,119  3,006.738  *  34,391  297,911  235,438*62,473 
Sugar...  pis.  1,224,485  1,182,763  *  41.722  29,941  45,070  frs, 129 
Window 

Glass    ...bxs.    56,865     38,114*18,751     4,000  1,000*3,000 
*  =  Increase,  -f  —  Decrease  of  Deliveries  and  Stocks., 

Table    showing    Increase  and    Decrease  in  the 
principal  articles  of  Export  from  the  port  of 
Yokohama  in  1893,  as  compared  with  1892 
EXPORTS. 

■893-  1891. 

Estimated  Estimated 
Quantity.      Value.    Quantity.  Valu 
...pis.       37,212  $28,215,800       54,593  $36,269,000 


Silk  ... 
Waste  Silk  and 


Cocoons  ... 

Tea   

Tobacco 

Rice   

IMsh  Oil  ... 

Copper  

Silk  Handker- 
chiefs    ...  . 
Silk  Pee  goods. 


.pis.  33,746 

..lbs.  28,801,377 

•  pis.  4.156 

..pis.  2,056 

..pis.  117,028 

..pis.  123,799 

..doz,  1,706,079 

.pes.  300,579 


3,005,600  42,350 
4,825,750  29,235,633 


35,050 
7.33° 
457,550 
3,1 16,160 

3,861,720 
3.55'. '40 


5.458 
4,354 
65,211 
146,849 


3,3:9,300 
4,527,700 
66,800 
15,700 
3 1 9,000 
3,323,200 


1.458,078 
365,979 


Silk  . 

Waste 


Silk  and 


..pis. 


Increase. 
Quantity.  Value. 


3,460,200 
4,369,900 

Decrease. 
Quantity.  Value. 
17.381  $  8,053,300 


about  a  stable  exchange 
The  mallei  then  dropped. 

The  Chaiuman  announced  that  the  following 
gentlemen  had  been  elected  on  the  Committee  for 
the  ensuing  year  r— Messrs.  M.  Brown,  J.  Dodds, 
J.  A.  Fraser,  H.  J.  Holm,  J.  D.  Hutchison,  J. 
Liudsley,  M.  T.  B.  Macpheison,  J.  P.  Mollison 

and  W.  W.  Till. 

Mr.  Mollison  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chair.  •»  - 

Mr.  Gay  seconded,  and  themolion  was  car  ried 
nem.  cun. 

This  concluded  the  business  and  the  meeting 
dispersed. 


Cocoons  

Tea   

Tobacco     ...  . 

Rice   

Fish  Oil     ...  . 

Copper  

Silk  Handker- 
chiefs    ...  . 
Silk  Pee  goods. 


pis. 
.lbs. 
.pis. 
,pls. 
.pis. 
pis. 

.doz. 

.pes. 


$  398,050 


8,604 
434,256 
1.302 
2,298 


51,817       338,550  — 


223,700 


ii.7S0 
8,370 


23,050  206,040 


248,001 


401,520 


65,400 


818,760 


Total  $    938,120       Total  $  9,321,820 
Table  showing  Increase  and  Decrease  in  the  Prin- 
cipal Articles  of  Impoit  at  the  Port  of  Yoko- 
hama in  1893,  as  compared  with  1892. 

IMPORTS. 

'893-  1892. 

Customs  Customs 
Quantity.    Value.    Quantity.  Value 


Raw  Cotton   pis. 

Cotton  Yarn,  includ- 
ing Fine  Yarns  not 
quoted  in  theCham- 
ber's  Circular     .  .pis. 
Grey  Shirtings,  all 

weights  pes. 

T.  Cloths   pes. 

Indigo  Shirtings, 
Silesias  &  Twills. ..pes. 

Prints  pes. 

Cotton  Italians  and 

Sateens  pes. 

Turkey  Reds   pes. 

Velvets, all  colours. ..pes. 
Victoria  Lawns  ...pes. 
Silk-faced  Satins  ...pes. 

Flannel   pes. 

Italian  Cloth   pes. 

Mousselines de  Laine 
(at  24  yards  per  piece).pcs.  271,980 

Cloth   pes.  10,950 

Blankets   pairs  252,020 

Iron,  all  denomina- 
tions quoted  pis.  481,734 

Iron  Wire  Nails     ...pis.  107,490 

Tin  Plate  bxs.  5,744 

Kerosene    cases  2,103,762 

Sugar  Brown   pis.  710,801 

Sugar  White  Refined. pis.  498,555 
Window  Glass      ...bxs.  59,865 


131.503  $2,047. '62    137,825  $1,694,443 


90,403    3,714,769    109,436  3,591,374 


518,700 
71,000 

109,200 
236,969 

53.250 

13  I,20O 
40,.?  23 
81,730 
4,090 
60,520 

133,650 


1,352,740 

101,896 

233.840 
468,690 

315,955 
187,033 
266,331 
5 '.293 
68,766 
642,098 
980,937 

1,021,081 

242,335 
444.044 


428,418 
60,930 

107,770 
158,400 

41,140 
151,000 
54.340 
74,000 
13,170 
46,780 
82,550 

383.320 
6,970 
182,400 


297,625 
125.847 
5.932 


1,099,246 

483,086 
35,817 

1,998,228  1,693,125 

3,458,336  633,343 

3,6i7,i55  494,990 

16,2140  19,514 


9'5,72i 
76,281 

172,720 
282,357 

156.351 
304,154 
337,767 
47.014 
311,795 
494.333 
588,649 

1,291,501 
■44.343 
285,866 

701,618 
521,980 
26,578 
I.7IS.S98 
3,070,398 
3.^83,556 
49.305 


Cotton  I  talhini  and 

Sateens  pes. 

Turkey  Reds   pci. 

Velvets,  all  colours. ..pes. 
Victoria  Lawns  ...pes. 
Silk  fin  ed  Satins    ..  pes. 

Planhel   pes. 

Italian  Cloth   pCs. 

Mousselines  de  Laine 
(:it  34  yards  per  piece;. pes. 

Cloth  pCB. 

Blanket!   pairs 

Iron,  all  denomina- 
tions quoted    .  ...pis. 
Iron  VVlre  Nails  ...pis. 

Tin  Plates  bus.   

Kerosene   cases  410,637 

Sugar  Brown   p|s.  77,4*8 

Sugar.Whit«  Kelined.pls.  3,565 
Window  Glass  bxs.  40,351 


13,110 


7.730 


1.1,740 

5 1,  ICO 


3.980 

69,630 


•>3.495  I9.°3J  — 

337.019  —  — 

33,615  —  — 

61,120  —  — 

186,333  -  - 

59,604  — 


4.378  — 


19,800  $ 
13.917 


"7.131 
7'.436 


147.77G 
393,288 


97.893 
■5«,I78 


8,080  143,039 


111,340  270,420 


184,109  397,628 


283/130 
3H7.938 
588,599 
"3,83s 


i8,357 
188 


37,894 
761 


Total.  $i, 7 15,947      Total.  $ 
Tabl !  showing  Increase  and  Deciease  in  the  . 

cipal  Articles  of  Export  from  Japan  in  1893, 
as  compared  with  1892. 


540,671 
Prin- 


Raw  Silk  . 
Waste  Sill; 
Cocoons  . 

Tea   

Copper  ...  . 
Antimony  , 
Camphor 
Rice 
Fish-Oil 


EX  PORTS. 
1893. 

Custom 
Quantity.  Value. 


Quantity. 


Customs 
Value. 


and 


•Pis.      37,122  228,167,411       54,069  JI36.269.744 


.pis.  39,931 
lbs. 48,591,407 
pis.  255,665 
21,896 
34,875 
1.589,073 
136,587 
31,510 
5,446 


...pis. 
..  pis. 
...pis. 

.pi 


3,480,180  47,641 
7,702,088  50,024,271 
4,574,709  300,7:2 


Vegetable  Wax. ..pis. 
Tobacco      ...  pis. 
Silk  Handker- 
chiefs  doz.  1,723,075 

Sjlk  Pirce  Goods.pcs.  255,199 
Goal   tons  1,505,413 


'83,854 
1,308,61 1 
5,002,768 
.-30,304 
383,766 
65,768 

3,899,646 

4,074,933 
4,817,912 


20,479 
30,640 
1,316,746 
73,590 
24,497 
9,335 

•.470,783 
293,224 
',299,352 


3.641,425 
7.525.316 
4.879.444 
163,309 
1,274.753 
4,162,732 
348,631 
285,567 
95,820 

3.494,417 
4,434.178 

4,571.984 


Raw  Silk   pis 

Waste  Silk  and 


Increase. 
Quantity.  Value. 


Decrease. 
Quantity.  Value 
iG,947 


Cocoons 
Tea 

Copper  ... 
Antimony 
Camphor 
Rice 
Fish-Oil 
Vegetable  Wax 
Tobacco 
Silk  Handker 

chiefs   doi. 

Silk  Piece  Goods. pes. 
Coal   tons 


...pis. 
...lbs. 
...pis. 
...pis. 
...pis. 
...pis. 
...pis. 

.pis. 
...pis. 


J.4'7 

372,337 
62,997 
7.013 


$  176,772 

20,545 
33,858 
840,036 
281,683 
98,199 


7,710 
1.432,864 
45.047 


'02,333 
221,249 
304,735 


5,76s  — 


405,229 
245,928 


252,292 
206,061 

Total.  $  2,102,250 

Increase  and 


30,053 


38,023  359,'8s 


Total.  $  9,017,550 

Table    showing   Increase    and   Decrease    in  the 
ptincipal    articles  of   Import  into  Japan  in 


1893,  as  compared  with  1 
1893 


)2. 


Raw  Cotton  ...pis. 

Cotton  Yarn,  includ- 
ing Fine  Yarns  not 
quoted  in  the  Cham- 
ber's Circular. ..pis. 

Grey  Shirtings,  all 
weights   pes. 

T.  Clotlis   pes. 

ndigo  Shirtings,  Si- 
lesias Si  Twills.pcs. 

Prints  pes. 

Cotton  Italians 
and  Sateens  ...pes. 
urkey  Reds  ...pes. 

Velvets  pes. 

Victoria  Lawns. ..pes. 

Silk-faced  Satins. pes. 

Flannel  pes. 

Italian  Cloth     ..  pes. 

Mousselines  de  Laine 
(at  24  yards  per 
piece)   pes. 

Cloth   pes. 

Blankets   pairs 

ron,  all  denomi- 
nations quoted-pls. 

Iron  Wire  Nails. .pis. 

Tin  Pistes  bxs. 

Kerosene  ... 

Sugar  Brown  ...pis. 

Sugar  White  Re- 
fined  pis. 

Window  Glass  ...bxs 


1832. 

Customs  Customs 
Quantity.   Value.    Quantity.  Value. 
','58,318  $16,151,570  1,133,482  I12.324.654 


194.052     7,284,243     343,085  7,131,980 


1,012,230 
141,934 

179.110 
323,880 

208,230 
250,340 
7S,4i8 
183,320 
6,930 
121,949 
206,930 


642,670 
14,200 
451,250 

919,740 
201,300 
8,43a 

cases.  4,976,339 
9S9.G72 


2,315,124 
308,673 

334,364 
635,903 

855,398 
363,587 
489,665 
1 14,662 
111,687 
1,389,714 
1,489.305 


2,305,506 

3i8,793 
811,023 


856,263 
97.38o 

188,430 
243, oco 

14 1,860 
375,098 

95.338 
147.580 

18,920 

96,577 

150,890 


750,400 
9,180 
327,080 


1,964,902 
887,790 

38.833 

4,401,041  3,268,927 
3,514,720  816,670 


663,087 
221,576 

8,963 


1,737,186 
126,911 

239,897 
436,545 

535.658 
378,336 
578,374 

94.052 
316,562 
■,073,743 

1,063,573 


2,448,900 
196,618 
538,973 

1,496,101 

906,423 
4',1  24 
3,328,398 
3,810,331 


Raw  Cotton  ...pis. 
Cotton  Yarn,  includ- 
ing Fine  Yarns  not 
quoted  in  the  Cham- 
ber's Circular. ..pis. 
Grey  Shirtings, 
all  weights  ...pes. 

T.  Cloths   pes. 

Indigo  Shirtings,  Si- 
lesias &  Twills.pcs. 

Prints   pes. 

Cotton  Italians 

and  Sateens  ...pes. 
Turkey  Reds     ..  pes. 

Velvets   pes. 

ctoria  Lawns. ..pes. 
ilk-faced  Satins.pcs, 

Flannel  pes. 

Italian  Cloth  ...pes. 
Mousselines  de  Laine 
(at  24  yards  per 

piece)   pes. 

Cloth   pes. 

Blankets   pairs 


1,091,928     7,937,305  ',083,245  6,709,283 
130,36a       359,315     59.486  160,564 
Increase.  Decrease. 
Quantity.     Value.   Quantity.  Value. 
24,836  $  3,826,916      —  — 


I5S.9G5 
44.544 

8o,8So 
66,370 

35.740 

35.363 
56.040 


5.02O 
124,170 


152,363  49.033  — 

587,938  —  — 

81,762  —  — 

84,467  9.320  — 

199.358  —  — 

329,740 


20,610  — 


24,858  $ 
19,920 


14.749 
88,709 


315.371 
426,733 


123,l8l 
382,050 


11,900  204,875 


107,730  143,394 
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Iron,  all  denomi- 
nations quoted. .pis. 

Iron  Wire  Nails. .pis. 

Tin  Plates   bxs.  — 

Kerosene   cases.  1,707,412 

Sugar  Brown     ...pis.  i43.coa 

Suaar  White  Re- 
fined  pis.  8,673 

Window  Glass  ...bxs.  7°,776 


356,653  468,801 


1,072,643 
7°4.3S9 


80,376 
54 1 


iS.632 
2,291 


1,328,032 

■98,75' 


Total.  ..$  472.65° 


Total  ...$10,102,59$ 
Table  showing  Value  of  Exports  from  llie  poit  of 
Yokohama  during  the  Years  1893  and  1892. 


1S93. 


Books  and 
Paper  

Drugs,  Medicines, 
Dyes  and  Paints. 

Grain,  Beve- 
rages and 
Provisions. 

Metals  :  — 
Copper        2,1 1 7,3 ' 2 
Other    42 


$  266,965 


441,192 


2,143,002 


1S92. 


2*3.279 
3  ".497 


Oil  and  Wax  :— 
Fish-Oil . 
Other  .... 


2,H7.354 


457.596 

9,085 


Silk,  Waste, 

etc  

Raw  

Waste  and 
Cocoons  ... 
Silk  Worm 
Eggs   


.—  466,681 


2,323.814 
2.153 


219.031 
3.307 


1,689.286 


2.325.967 


'22,338 


2S, 147,4" 
3,019,145 
4.245 


36.269,744 
3.229,318 
3.790 


Skins,  Hair.  Shells. 

Horns,  etc.  . 
Tea 


I'extile  Fabrics  and  Clothing 
Silk  Handker- 
chiefs    .  3,899,646 
Silk  Piece 

Gooods...  4,074,993 
Others   2,613,94s 


333.603 
7,702,088 


294  063 
7.525.316 


3.494.417 


Tobacco   

Coal  _ 

Porcelain,  Curios  and 
Sundries  ... 


4.434.'78 
1  404,878 

10,588,587—-  

65,768 
4,817,912 


9-3.33.473 
95,820 

467i  ,984 
1 1,807,769 


15.254.841 

Total  ...  $89,712,865  $91,103,750 

Table  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  into  Japan 

during  the  Years  1893  and  1892. 
Arms,  Clocks,  Wat-  1883.  1882. 


31,170,701 


Skins,  Hair,  Shells. 

Horns,  etc.  141.707 

Tea    4.820,707 

Textile  Fabrics  and  Clothing  :— 
Silk  Hand- 
kerchiefs..   3.861,673  3.460,168 
Silk  Piece 

Goods   4.017,211 

Sundries  ...  1.280,939 


—  39.502.852 

1 18,540 
4,527,704 


ches.  Machinery, 

Instruments,  Ves- 

sels, etc. ... 

§  6,035,994 

$  4,113,101 

Beverages  and 

Provisions 

995.2'4 

913,199 

Books  and 

Stationery 

73.5,059 

757.685 

Clothing  and 

Apparel  ..;  _ 

710,914 

644,621 

Drugs,  Medicines 

and  Chemicals, 

3.309,451 

2,433.557 

Dyes  and  Paints 

1,817,949 

1.595.670 

Glass  and  Glass 

Ware   

467.524 

264,430 

Grain  and  Seeds 

7.0'5.959 

4,887,191 

Hair,  Horn,  Ivory, 

Skins,  etc., 

1,426,896 

',457i6io 

Metal  and  Metal 

Manufacture.. 

6,792,024 

4,990,580 

Oil  and  Wax  :— 

India    265,641  3,382,061 

China    459,960  3,697,042 

America,..  53,9441,011,518 

Korea   4, 718  18,297 

Great  Britain    —  — 
Oilier 

Countries..    17,478  90,333 


1892. 
362,257 
661,826 

915 
38i 


4,692,245 
6,063,918 
1,435,862 
4.333 
5,636 


16,250  122,660 


Total 


800,841  8,199,251  1,133,482  12,324,654 
1893. 


Quantity 
Piculs.  Value.  Yen. 

India                               365,924    6,052,048 

China                               7'3,364    8,622,335 

America                             61,603    1,273,421 

Korea    1,101 

Great  Britain   — 

Other  Countries  


16,326 


5,199 
198,567 


Tobacco  

Sundries  (Por- 
celain, Cu- 
rios, etc.)... 

Total... 


4,369.965 
766,420 
9,159.823  

55  050 


8,596.553 
66,800 


4,426,404  3.967-387 
$55,209,586  $61,552,203 

Table  showing  Value  of  Imports  into  the  port  of 
Yokohama  during  the  years  1 893  and  1892. 

Arms,  Clocks,  Wat-       1893.  1892. 
ches.  Machinery, 
Instruments,  Ves- 
sels, etc   $2,390,571  $2,536,157 

Beverages  and 

Provisions  ...  688,317  629,223 

Books  and  stationery  469.859  486,673 

Clothing  and  Ap- 
parel  398,424  384,226 

Drugs.  Medicines,  and 

Chemicals  ...  ',475,452  1,264,788 

Dyes  and  Paint  1,097,249  998,«^9 

Glass  and  Glass 

Ware    205,428  85,158 

Grain  an  !  ^eeds  874,884  35°  997 

Hair,  Horn,  Ivoiy, 
Skins,  etc.  ...  571,984  662.8 

Metals  and  Metal 

Manufactures  3,652,404  2,627,751 

Oil  and  Wax  :— 

Kerosene  $1,998,228  $',715,598 

Others   108,710  176,810 


Sugar  

Raw  Cotton. 
Raw  Wool... 
Textile  Fabrics : — 

1  Cotton  $13,079,258 

2  Woollen  7,879,120 

3  Silk    ...  301,920 

4  Hemp  ..  558,435 

5  Sundries 

mixed  558,549 


Sugar   

Raw  Cotton  ... 
Raw  Wool  ...... 

Textile  Fabrics  : — 

1  Cotton  $6,746,084 

2  Woollen  ...  4,442,235 

3  Silk   156,1 12 

4  Hemp    235,804 

5  Sundiies  mix- 
ed   342,297 

Tobacco.  Gigars.etc, 
Wines  and  Liquors 
Sundries  


2,106,938 
6,197.792 
2,047,162 
298,838 


1,89^,408 
5,215,41" 
1,694,443 
241,936 


6,215,318 

3,785.897 
258,608 
154.900 

271,130 


Total 


1 1,922,532 
375,65o 
340, 9'6 
1,190,599 

$36,305,069 


10,685,853 
274,671 
283,295 
1,014,267 

$31,328,904 
Japan 


from 
92. 
1892. 
$ 


Table  showing  the  Value  of  Expoits 
during  the  years  1893  and  il 
1893. 

Books  and  Paper  $     362,267  $  326,64 

Drugs,  Medicines,  Dyes  and  Paints  :  — 

Camphor. ..$  1,308,611  $  1,274,753 

Others   ',037,867  912.754 

 7,346,478  2,187,507 

Grain,  Beverages  and  Provisions: — 

Rice   5,01.2,768  4,162,732 

Others   5,584,122  4,991,624 


Metals  :  — 

Copper          4,574  709 

Others   437. 293 


10,586,890  • 


Oil  and  Wax  i 
Fish  Oil  ... 
Vegetable 

Wax  

Others  


  5,012,002' 


530,304 

383,766 
136,523 


4,879,444 
357,224 


248,62 1 


Silk,  Waste,  etc. ; — 

Raw    28,167,41 1 

Waste  and 

Cocoons..  3,420,180 
Silk  Worm 

Eggs   4.245 

 31,591.836 


285.567 
1 20,006 
1,050,593  


9,154,356 


5,236,668 


654,194 


36,269,744 
3,641,425 
3,790 


39,914,959 


Kerosene  .$  4,401,041 
Others...  327-650 


4,728,691 
11,564  419 
16,151,570 
425.120 


$  3.328.398 
466,552 


3,794,950 
9,604,350 
12.324.655 

302'502 


Tobacco,  Cigars,  etc. 
Wines  and 
Liquors  ... 
Sundries  

Total  ... 


22,377,282 
473.6.39 

461,061 
2,768  376 


f  1 1.921,220 
6,685,663 
445,266 
447.695 

442,534 


19,942,378 
31309 

402,803 
2,582  103 

7',324.776 


Total    1,158,318    16,151,570 

Table  of  Total  value  of  Expoits  to  various  coun- 
tries during  the  years  1893  and  1892. 

Yokohama.  All  Japan. 

1893.         1892.  2893.  1892. 

To  United  States. ..$21, 394,095  $32,535,720  $27,739,458  £38,674, 971 

To  France   18,582,623    17,297,899    I9>53»,975  '8,093,694 

To  Hongkong     ...    3,883,575     3,384,003    15,688,875  13,288,540 

lo  China    1,879,886     2,317,489     7,714,42°  6,358,860 

To  Great  Britain  ...    3,857,487     2,219,935     4,995,974  3.921.753 


To  India 

To  Canada   

To  Italy  

To  Germany  

To  Korea   

To  Australia  

To  Russia   

To  Austria   

To  Switzerland  ... 

To  Belgium   

To  other  Countries. 


1,089,705 
i.'84,554 
1.554,784 
752,690 
10,903 
77,162 
47,058 
292,156 
227,141 
14,160 
1,161.607 


696,576 
7tS,6a6 
1,216,869 
375.556 
8,790 
50,811 
43.03J 
333.388 
159.424 
12,577 
1,184,509 


2,47i,o79 
1,720,559 
1,631,908 
1,380,040 
1,301,243 
890,637 
621,838 
323,120 
227,141 
226,284 
3,349,314 


1,422,289 
1,088,407 

2.254,33' 
940,783 

1,410,699 
731,659 
585.695 
341,932 
159.584 
50,125 

*.779.42S 


Total  $55,209,586  $61,552,203  $89,712,865  $91,102,750 

Table  of  Total  value  of  Imports   from  various 
countries  during  the  years  1 893  and  1892. 

Yokohama.  All  Japan. 

1893.  1893,         2893-  1893. 

From  Great  Britain$i4, 164,806  $11,648,980  $27,929,628  $20,789,332 


,257,170 

Table  showing  the  value  of  Silk  Handkerchiefs 
and  Silk  Piece-goods  exported  during  the 
years  1887  to  1893. 

Silk  Handkehchiefs.  Silk  Puce-goods. 

All  Japan.  Yokohama.  All  Japan.  Yokohama. 
...$1,146,280  $1,127,005  $  135,224$  52,305 
1,233,927  1,214,942  258,033  186,705 
889...  2,104,459  2,061,450  623,456  557.385 
890..,  2,516,946  2,482,219  1,167,868  1,040,780 
89I...  2,811,820  2,788,995  1,763,716  1,646,270 
892...  3,494,417  3>460,l68  4,434,078  4,369,965 
1893...  3,899,646    3,861,673    4,074,993  4,017,211 

Import  of  Alcohol  during  the  years  1893  and  1892: 
1893.  1892. 
Lbs.  $  Lbs.  $ 

All  Japan  6,217,112  379,476  5.654,04i  392>54i 

Of    which  to 
Yokohama. ..4,957,802  308,047  4,565,838316,209 

Table  showing  the  Import  of  Kerosene  both  from 
America  and  Russia  during  the  years  1893 
and  1892. 

YOKOHAMA. 

Cases.  Cases. 
1893.  1892. 

FiomAmeiica   988,497 


From  China 

From  India   

From  Hongkong  ... 
From  Germany  ... 
From  United  States 

From  France  

From  Korea   

From  Russia 
From  Belgium 
From  Switierland  .. 
From  Philippine 

Islands  

From  Australia 


3,822,515 
2,152,026 
3,810,383 
3,972,840 
2,521,238 
1,805,689 
6,969 
1,056,856 
721,952 
613,898 

504,138 
212,142 


3,206,078 
1,882,014 
3,200,283 
3.412,711 
2,889,064 
2,2x9,627 
2,063 
484,780 
726,587 
683,226 

3^8,976 
232,316 
4:3,200 


27.095,975 
8,679,029 
8,368,071 
7.3'8,I34 
6,090,408 
3.305,«77 
',999.439 
1,871,113 
935,ooi 
669,301 

567,133 
319,034 
3,209,629 


12.S09.410 
7,662,004 
6,985,723 
6.37S, 048 
5.988,054 
5.620,500 
3,046,340 
835,395 
95',53o 
7«3.657 

475,«3 
272,787 
2,099,873 


From  other  Countries  949,617 

Total  $36,305,069  $31,328,904  $88,157,173  §71,334,776 

Table  showing  Total  value  of  the  Tiade  of  Japan 
with  various  Countries  dining  1 893  and  1892. 

Yokohama.  All  Japan. 


With  United  1893.  1892.  2893. 

States  $23,925,333  $35,424,784  $33,829,866 

With  Great  Britain  17,222,293   13,868,915  32,925,602 


b  rom  Russia   1,115,265 


1,203,141 
489,984 


From 
Fi  om 


Total    2,103,762 

ALL  JAPAN. 

America   2,723,867 

Russia  ?.  2,252,472 


1,693,125 

2,487,902 
781,025 


Total   4,976,339 

Less  Re-export,  oiigin  not 

designated    71,640 


3,268,927 
41,677 


Net  total    4,904,699  3,227,250 

Impoit  of  Raw  Cotton  into  Japan  during  the  five 


years  1889  to  1893. 


Quantity.  Value. 

Piculs.  Yen. 

India                5,549  59-477 

China   605,885  5,432,958 

America...        716  13,439 

Korea             1,692  8,181 

Gre;,t 

Bi  itain ..      —  — 
Other 

Countries..    30,792  145,783 


1890. 
Quantity. 
Piculs. 
74.063 
398,710 

17.941 
7.310 


Value. 
Yen. 
1,114,580 

3,764,559 
354,576 
29,987 


With  China. 

With  Hongkong... 

With  France 

With  India  

With  Germany  ... 

With  Korea  

With  Russia 

With  Canada 

With  Italy   

With  Australia  ... 

With  Belgium  ... 

With  Switzerland 

With  Philippine 
Islands   

With  Austria 

With  other  Coun- 
tries   


5,702.401 
7.693.958 
10,388,312 
3,241,731 
4.725. 53° 
17,872 
1.103,914 
1,194,469 
1,619,972 
289,304 
736,112 
841,039 

525,741 
308.059 


4.S23.567 
6,584,286 
19,517.526 
2,578.590 
3.788,267 
9.85a 
527,811 
744,209 
1,271,469 
183,127 
739.164 
842,650 

397,730 
340,715 


24.810,395 
23,956,946 
22,837,252 
1 1,150,108 
8.698,174 
3,300,682 
2,492,951 
I,737.i88 
1,718,486 
1,209/671 
1,161.285 
896,442 

687,550 
346,329 


1892. 
$44,663,025 
24,711,085 
18,868,270 
20,274,263 
21,714,194 
9,084,293 
7.3'5.83' 
4.457.039 
1,421,090 
1,119,161 
1,322,011 
1,004,446 
1,001,662 
873,234 

571.654 
352,197 


1,988,615     1,538,445      6,211,110  3,674,071 


Total  $9i.5i4.655  $92,881,107  $177,970,037  $162,427,526 

Table  showing  the  fluctuations  in  the  rates  for 
Sterling  Bills  on  London  during  the  years 
1891  to  1893. 

Bank  Sight. 
1893.  1892.  1891. 


January    2/8| 

February    2/8f 

March   2/8f 

April   2/8f  2/8* 

May    2/9  2/8* 


2/8I 

2  8f 
2/8* 


3/i  I 

2/llf 
2/llf 
2/l0| 
2/l  I 


2/Ilf 
2/lli 

2/9! 
2/9l 
2/lO 


3/4| 
3/M 


W 

3/5f 
3/4l 

3/2l  3/1  f 

3(2f  3/'* 

3/3  3/if 

June                    2/8I  2/6f  2/nf  2/ioi  3/3!  3/1* 

2/ 1  of  2/10*  3/3!  3/2f 

2/ 1  of    2/9I  3/3A  3/2! 

2/l0f  2/10*  3/3*  3/2I 

2/1  if  2/10*  3/2I  3/if 

2/io|    2/9^  3/if  3/1J 

2/8f  3/1*  3/i* 


2/9s 


Total  ...  644,634  5,668,838 


22,394 
521,418 


102,351 
5.365,153 


July    2/6f  2/4 

August    2/5I  2/5* 

September    2/5I  2/5 

October    2/5!  2/4* 

November    2/4I  2/3! 

December    2/4?  2/3* 

Credits  4  m/s. 
1893. 

Januaiy    2/9!  2/9! 

February    2/9!  2/gf 

March    2/yi  2/8f 

April   2/9!  2/9 

May    2/9!  2/8| 

June   2/9!  2/7 f 

July    2/7i  2/5i 

August   2/6|  2/6* 

September    2/6£  2/5I 

October    2/6  2/4! 

November    2/5f  2/4*  2/1 1% 

December    2/5    2/3!  2/10* 


3/il 
3/of 
3/o! 


3/o*  3/6!  3/5* 
3/o    3/5*  3/2* 
2/1  oi  3/3f  3/2I 
2/1 1  i  2/iof  3/3i  3/2* 
2/1  if  2/iof  3/3I  3/2I 
3/o|  2/1 1 J  3/4*  3/2! 
2/1  if  2/iof  3/4f  3/3* 
2/1 1*  2/1  of  3/4  3/3! 
2/1 1*  2/Tof  3/3!  3/3! 
3/0    2/10I  3/3I  3/2* 
2/9!  3/2f  3/2| 
2/9*  3/2*  3/i 
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DEDICA  TION  OF  UNITY  HALL. 


On  Sunday  251I1  insl.,  Unity  Hall,  in  Shilcokn- 
niacin,  Shiba,  was  formally  opejied  and  dedicated. 
The  assembly  hall  and  passage-  ways  of  the 
beautiful  building  wei  e  crowded  with  more  than 
four  hundred  invited  quests,  among  whom  were 
Mr.  Dun,  the  American  Minister,  and  many  Japan 
ese  of  prominence  and  reputation,  "fha  building 
and  grounds  were  handsomely  and  elaborately 
decorated  with  flags,  lanterns,  flowers,  plants,  &c, 
for  the  occasion.  Unity  Hall,  a  gift  to  Japan  fi  oni 
friends  of  liberal  and  rational  leligious  thought, 
especially  the  Unitarians  of  Amei  ica  and  of  Eng- 
land, and  other  liberals  in  Europe,  India  and  Japan, 
has  been  in  process  of  erection  for  nearly  a  year  past. 
Its  novelty  and  aiti  acti veness  of  architecture  make 
it  rather  noticeable.  The  building  is  about  75 
feet  by  50  feel  in  area,  and  two  stories  in  height. 
The  style  of  architecture  devised  is  an  agieeable 
combination  of  Japanese  and  Western  modes  of 
construction.  The  building  is  simply  but  strongly 
constructed  of  unpainted  native  woods,  and  con- 
tains a  fire-proof  and  well-lighted  library  and 
reading-room  as  one  of  its  special  excellencies. 
On  the  lower  floor,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance,  is  a 
good-sized  reception-room,  an  office  for  the  As- 
sociation's secretary,  a  retiring  room  for  the 
students  of  the  Senshin  Gakuin,  the  janitor's  re- 
sidence, and  with  store  rooms  for  publications  and 
other  material.  On  the  right  of  the  entrance  are 
offices  for  the  magazine,  and  the  "  Post  Office 
Mission,"  a  room  for  the  professors  of  the  Senshin 
Gakuin,  and  the  large  fire-proof  library  and  read- 
ing room  spoken  of. 

Upstairs,    reached    by    a    wide,    well  lighted 


and  mechanical  indusliy  an:  of  gnat  value  lo 
a  nation.  Commerce  is  of  far-reaching  import- 
ance.   Physical  science,  invention,  and  ait  go  far 

No 


stairway,  are  five  lecture  rooms  for  the  use  of  th 
school  classes,  and  an  assembly  hall  which  seats 
nearly  four  hundred  auditors  for  church  services, 
commencement  exercises,  lectures,  and  other  en- 
tertainments. The  assembly  hall  is  a  pleasant 
room  50  feet  by  30  feet  in  size,  open  to  the  1  oof, 
with  generous  exits,  and  capable  of  enlaigement 
by  the  opening  of  large  doors  into  a  room  adjoin- 
ing. Altogether  the  new  hall  is  admirably  suited 
to  its  uses  and  is  a  good  object  lesson  in  tasteful, 
attractive,  but  simple  architecture  and  good 
construction. 

The  programme  for  the  dedication  exercises  was 
so  arranged  as  to  give  a  distinct  expression 
to  the  special  character  of  the  work  to  be  done 
at  Unity  Hall.  Mr.  J.  T.  Griffin,  of  Yokohama,  re- 
lieved the  strain  of  listening  to  the  addresses  of 
the  various  speakers  by  several  organ  voluntaries. 
The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  R.  Masu- 
jima,  of  Tokyo.  The  exercises,  with  one  exception, 
in  the  Japanese  language,  consisted  of  a  devotional 
reading  by  Prof.  J.  .Saji,  a  historical  sketch  of 
Unity  Hall  by  M.  S.  Kanda,  addresses  by  Rev. 
T.  Yokoi,  Prof.  K.  Kume,  Mr.  Y.  Fukuzawa, 
Mr.  G.  Nakanislii,  and  Prof.  Clay  MacCauley, 
President  of  the  Senshin  Gakuin,  whose  speech, 
which  we  give  below,  was  the  Address  of  Dedi- 
cation. After  the  formal  dedication,  the  guests 
were  invited  to  a  generous  luncheon.  Altoge- 
ther, the  occasion  was  most  auspicious,  and  it 
adds  one  more  lo  the  many  contributions  which 
have  been  made  from  the  people  of  America  and 
Europe  to  assist  the  higher  development  of  Japan, 
in  the  new  era  upon  which  the  country  has  entered. 

Dedication  Address. 
We  have  gathered  here  to  dedicate  this  hall. 
If,  in  beginning  what  I  have  to  say,  I  should 
assei  t  lhal  in  the  modern  history  of  Japan  no  event 
of  more  importance  than  this  has  taken  place, 
most  of  those  who  hear  me  would  think  my  words 
the  extreme  of  absurdity  and  pretension.  But,  in 
a  deep  sense,  this  assertion  is  neither  absurd 
nor  pretentious.  Let  me  say  why.  The  pur- 
pose with  which  Unity  Hall  is  to  be  made  a  gift 
to  the  Japanese  people  is  this.  Here,  we  in- 
tend to  give  a  home  lo  a  school  of  learning 
in  which  the  highest  human  relations,  those 
which  are  manifested  in  religion,  morals,  and 
social  order,  may  not  only  be  studied,  but  be 
also  understood  clearly  and  unquestionably;  and 
further  that  from  here  the  result  of  such  study  may 
be  made  practical  in  life.  Here,  religion,  morals, 
and  social  order  are  to  be  subjected  lo  the  same 
methods  of  investigation  as  those  which  charac- 
terize all  objects  of  the  science  and  philosophy  of 
the  present  age.  Here,  no  tradition  as  such  will 
control  our  work.  Here,  as  far  as  possible,  our 
high  studies  have  been  freed  from  prejudice.  Here, 
with  wholly  unbound  minds  we  desire  to  discover 
the  truth  and  the  right, — the  truth  and  the  right 
only, — concerning  the  impulses  and  the  life  upon 
which  human  welfare  most  depends. 

Ourscliool,  theSenshiu  Gakuin,  for  these  reasons 
is,  so  far  as  I  know,  unique  among  the  institutions 
of  this  laud,  and,  for  these  reasons  also,  is  of 
radical  importance  lo  the  people.  Agriculture 


toward  giving  power  and  dignity  Lo  a  people, 
people  may  safely  neglect  their  physical  ag 
giandizemeul.  But, the  trite  grandeur  of  nations 
does  not  lie  in  material  wealth  01  power.  Also,  I 
admit  that  Ihe  propagandism  of  traditional  ic- 
ligibfls,  ethical  and  social  faiths  and  institutions, 
which  have  in  past  ages  done  gieat  service  to  hu- 
manity, is  not  lo  be  regarded  as  useless  and  as  no 
longer  to  be  cared  for.  But  time  has  come  when 
ihe  errois  which  have  been  transmitted  along  with 
helpful  truths  from  past  ages,  shall  be  clearly  seen, 
and  be  distinctly  separated  from  lliese  truths,  and 
these  truths  be  added  to  by  new  discovery,  so 
that  mankind  may  be  steadily  carried  forward 
to  higher  and  moie  effective  fullness  of  growth. 
Here  then,  with  free  minds,  we  have  risen  above 
mere  material  and  utilitarian  aims,  and,  for  the 
sake  of  the  dominance  of  the  soul,  by  which  only 
a  nation  becomes  truly  great,  we  have  set  our- 
selves to  the  task  of  finding  the  unquestionable 
knowledge,  through  which  the  true  life  of  man 
shall  be  secured  and  made  more  and  more  beanti 
fill  and  grand.  The  Senshin  Gakuin  is  thus  a  child 
of  the  spirit  which  leads  ihe  piesent  age.  It  is  yet 
at  the  beginning  of  its  growth,  bul  it  isoneamong 
the  prophetic  bearers  of  the  light  which  is  now 
beginning  lo  spread  over  the  world.  In  harmony 
wilh  the  free  aspiring,  prophetic  purpose  and 
endeavour  of  the  Senshin  Gakuin  we  now  wish  lo 
dedicate  its  home,  this  hall. 

To  Truth  in  Religion,  to  Righteousness  in 
Morality,  to  Peace  in  Social  Order  we  would  dedi- 
cate this  building. 

So  long  as  man  is  conscious  of  a  mysterious  and 
superior  Being,  asSouice,  Life,  and  Loi  d  of  all 
that  exists,  so  long  each  man  will  think,  and  feel 
and  act  under  whatever  form  such  consciousness 
may  take  for  him.  Here,  therefore,  we  would 
learn  as  clearly  as  man  may  learn,  in  what  direc- 
tion faith  in  an  infinite  and  eternal  Being  should 
go,  in  order  that  faith  may  more  closely  ap- 
proach the  pei  feci  truth.  So  long,  too,  as  men 
are  bound  by  conscience  in  regulating  their  lives 
within  and  relations  lo  their  fellow  men,  so 
long  will  Ihey  be  bound  by  moral  law.  Here, 
therefore,  we  would  so  understand  human  nature 
and  man's  duties  to  those  around  him  that  we 
shall  more  and  more  clearly  see  the  way  of  perfect 
Righteousness.  So  long,  loo,  as  mankind  are  set 
together  as  families,  as  nations,  and  as  a  world- 
kindred,  so  long  will  they  be  compelled  to  try  to 
solve  the  problem  of  how  the  desires  and  acts  of 
each  shall  be  harmoniously  adjusted  with  the  de- 
sires and  acts  of  all  men.  Here,  therefore,  we 
would  so  learn  the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties 
of  men  towards  men  that  all  social  wrongs  such  as 
poverty,  oppression,  crime,  misery,  and  war,  may 
speedily  become  only  memories,  and  the  long 
dreamed-of,  long  laboured-for,  long  hoped-for  mil- 
lennial age  of  humanity,  will  be  more  nearly  ap- 
proached,— a  Brotherhood  of  Man  dwelling  toge- 
ther in  blessed  Peace. 

There  is  not  time  now,  nor,  indeed,  is  this  the 
place  to  show  definitely  the  specific  work  we  are 
doing,  in  order  that  we  may  realize  lliese  ideal 
aims.  The  faculty  of  the  School  consists  of  men  of 
free  and  cultured  minds,  each  having  clear,  de 
finile  convictions  which  he  places  before  hi: 
students.  Our  students  enter  our  classes  unem 
barrassed  by  any  prescribed  conditions,  except 
maturity  of  mind,  earnestness  of  purpose,  and 
dignity  of  character.  Our  courses  of  study  have 
been  prepared  to  meet  symmetrically  ihe  three 
great  objects  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  The 
only  bond  we  have  in  all  our  work  is  the  natural 
bond  of  sympathy  in  a  common  pursuit,  and 
fellowship  in  the  common  faiths  and  knowledge 
gained  through  our  free  research  into  the  great 
problems  of  thought  and  life,  which  we  have  set 
befoi  e  us. 


MARINE  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

 <•-  

M H RCA NT  ilk  Makini:  Bureau,  Tokyo,  March 
261I1,  1894. 


Thk  Stranding  oi'  the  "  Nagato  Maru." 

A  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held  at  the 
Mercantile  Marine  Bureau  of  the  Department  ?f 
Communications  (Teiihinaho),  Tokyo,  to-day,  10 
ascertain  the.  circumstances  attending  ihe  siiand- 

ing  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha's  steamei  Nagato 
Mam  on  the  8th  March,  on  Saialoga  Spil,  Tokyo 
Bay. 

The  Court  was  composed  as  follows: — 

Mr.  J.  [to,  Ptesident,  and  Mr.  T.  Oshima,  wilh 

Mr.  J.  M.  James  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Macnab,  silting 

as  advisers. 


With  this  high  purpose,  then,  of  search  for  ideal 
truth  and  its  application  lo  life,  the  purpose  which 
has  brought  the  Senshin  Gakuin  into  being,  and 
with  the  prayer  and  hope  that  the  Senshiu  Gakuin 
may  thereby  become  the  source  of  inspiring  faith 
and  life,  as  far  as  its  influence  may  reach,  I  now, 
in  the  name  of  the  many  generous  men  and  women 
who  have  enabled  us  to  erect  this  beautiful  build- 
ing, dedicate  Unity  Hall  to  "Truth,  Righteous- 
ness, and  Peace,"  and  consecrate  it  henceforward 
to  the  service  of  the  people  of  Japan. 


Eczema. —  Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 

Viscount  Aoki,  the  new  Japanese  Minister  to 
Great  Britain,  is  expected  in  London  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  and  will  be  received  by  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  at  the  end  of  the  month. 


Richard  Pender,  master,  deposed— I  was  com- 
mander of  ihe  steamei  Nagato  Maru  at  the  time  of 
her  stranding.    I  hold  a  Japanese  certificate  of  ihe 
first  class,  No.  96.   I  have  been  on  steamers  plying 
on  the  coasts  of  Japan  for  nine  years  and  seven 
months.    I  joined  the  Nagato  Maru  on  the  23rd 
June,  1893.    I  was  on  a  voyage  from  Kobe  bound 
to  Yokohama,  at  the    time  the  accident  occur- 
red.   I  left  Kobe  at  noon  on  the  7th   March.  I 
passed  Kannon  saki  at  7.6  p.m.  on  the  8lh  March, 
at  a  distance  of  one  mile.     There   was  a  fresh 
N.N.E.  wind,  and  ihe  weather  was  thick  with  rain 
and  hail.  The  weather  was  thick  and  squally  after 
we  passed  Kannon-saki.    I  veiified  my  position 
then  by  time  and  beam-bearings,  and  the  third 
officer  by  the  four-point  bearing.    I  took  the  bear- 
ings by  time,  the  third  officer  by  log.    The  third 
officer  was  officer  of  the  watch.    I  shaped  a  course, 
N.  by  W.  from  Kannon  saki,  compass  bearing 
the  deviation  was  3.30'  westerly.    After  shaping 
course  at   Kannonsaki,   another   alteration  was 
made.    The  second  alteration  was  made  at  7.20. 
The  course  was  then  N.  by  W.  \  W.  by  compass. 
I  was  steering  this  course  when  the  ship  touched 
the  ground.    I  attribute  the  cause  of  the  stranding 
to  the  exceptional  set  of  the  ebb  tide.    The  tide 
was  setting  S.E.,  and  I  was  allowing  for  it  to  be 
setting  S.W.  across  the  spit.    The  ebb  tide  set  the 
vessel  in  to   the  eastward  on  the  port  bow.  I 
always    allow    for    the    tide    to    strike    me  on 
my  starboard   bow,  but  this  time  it  was  on  my 
port  bow,  and  carried  me  to  the  eastward.  My 
previous  experience  has  been  that  at  that  time  of 
tide  the  ebb  struck  me  on  the  starboard  side.  I 
was  allowing  for  the  strong  N.E.  to  N.N.E.  wind 
and  expected  to  be  quite  clear  of  the  fort,  to  the 
westward.     I  was  getting  the  first  of  the  ebb-lide. 
I  did  not  see  the  red  light  of  the  fort.    The  vessel 
stra*nded  at  7,30.,  grounding  neaily  at  the  west  of 
the  extremeendof  the  spit.  The  vessel  was  proceed- 
ing at  a  speed  of  about  six  and  a  half  knots.  Four 
minutes  elapsed  between  the  time  of  striking  and 
the  reversing  of  the  engines.    I  saw  no  lights  or 
land  after  passing  Kannon-saki,  until  I  made  the 
fort  right  ahead.    I  expected   lo  be  abeam  of 
Saratoga  Spit  about  7.30,  just  about  the  time  when 
I  sighted  the  Head.    I  did  not  see  the  lighted  red 
buoy  in  Uraga  Channel.    I  did  not  make  use  of 
the  lead    after    passing  Kannon-saki.  Directly 
after   we   struck    I  lowered  all  the  boats  to  the 
water's   edge,    ready    for    use    if  required.  By 
lightening  the  ship  forwaid  she  slid  off  herself  a 
little  before  high  water,  at  a  quarter  past  six  a.m. 
on  the  loth.    The  engines  were  not  working  at 
the  time,  being  only  at  "stand-by."    She  came 
up  to  Yokohama  by  her  own  engines.    Before  the 
vessel  came  off  the  divers  went  down,  and  Capt. 
Carst  reported  at  Yokohama  that  there  was  a  hole 
on  the  port  bow  about  three  feet  long,  and  plates 
broken  on  both  bows  under  water.    I  do  not  know 
the  exact  length  of  the  damage. 

To  the  President — I  was  quite  sure  of  my  bear- 
ings when  I  took  them  off  Kannon-saki.  I  have 
no  note  of  the  four-point  bearing,  which  the  third 
officer  took,  but  the  interval  of  time  between  it 
and  the  beam  bearing  which  I  look,  was  five 
minutes.  The  vessel  was  then  steaming  twelve 
knots.  We  were  steering  N.  then  and  the  beam 
bearing  was  W.  by  compass,  the  deviation  was 
3.30  West.  I  was  watching  the  white  light  on 
Kannon-saki  when  I  look  the  bearings,  and  as  I 
looked  at  it,  a  heavy  squall  came  down  and  hid  it 
altogether.  I  never  saw  the  red  buoy  light  in  the 
Channel  as  it  was  hidden  by  the  rain.  This  was 
the  reason  why  I  took  bearings  by  ihe  white  light 
which  I  saw  on  Kannon-saki,  because  at  that  time 
I  ought  to  have  caught  sight  of  the  red  buoy 
ight.  When  I  altered  my  course  after  passing 
Kannon-saki,  I  expected  the  course  I  set  to  take 
me  to  the  west,  clear  of  Futtsti  (Saratoga)  Spit. 
I  was  not  quite  sure  of  my  position  when  I  struck, 
and  at  first  I  did  not  know  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  obstacle,  but  looking  over  the  side  I 
found  it  was  the  spit  of  the  fort.  I  have  often  come 
up  that  channel  at  night,  both  with  the  ebb 


386 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[March  31,  1894. 


and  the  flood  tide,  and  I  have  always  cleaied  the 
fort  well  on  those  occasions,  sometimes  by  half  a 
mile,  or  three  quai  lei  s  of  a  mile,  and  at  times  by  a 
mile.  I  have  sometimes  seen  the  red  light  on  these 
occasions,  but  not  always.  I  have  generally 
passed  the  light  at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
sometimes  it  has  been  at  three- quartets ;  I  would 
passed  it  on  the  port  bow.  I  have  always  used  the 
Eastern  Channel,  the  one  I  was  using  on  this  oc- 
casion. I  have  come  up  in  thick  weather  before. 
After  passing  Kannon-saUi  I  slowed  down  engines. 
This  was  at  7.20,  just  when  the  squall  came  on 
and  the  light  became  obscured  ;  at  the  same  time 
I  altered  my  couise  to  N.  by  W.  |  W.  At  that 
time  I  thought  I  had  passed  the  new  fort  and  was 
a  little  to  the  North  of  it,  abaft  the  beam.  The 
vessel  stuck  hard  and  fast  forward  on  both  bilges, 
and  there  was  no  fear  of  the  possibility  of  hei  slip- 
ping off.  The  after  part  was  not  sectu  ed  by  hawseis 
or  an  anchor  ;  I  let  her  1  emain  just  as  she  was. 

What  was  the  depth  of  water  round  the  ship 
after  she  went  on? — Three  fathoms  abreast  of 
foremast;  abreast  biidge,  five  and  a  half;ui>dei 
the  stem,  seven  fathoms;  there  was  no  difference 
of  depth  on  either  side;  this  was  at  low  water. 

What  water  was  there  in  the  ship?— Eight  feet 
in  the  forward  peak,  before  the  collision  bulk-head. 

Was  the  double  bottom  intact? — Yes,  peifect. 
When  the  vessel  struck  I  gave  orders  for  the 
water-tight  valves  in  the  bulkhead  to  be  closed.  The 
order  was  given  at  the  lime  of  stranding.  I  did 
not  let  go  any  anchors  at  any  time. 

Were  you  on  the  bridge  all  the  lime?— Yes, 
all  the  time. 

How  far  could  you  see  that  night? — I  could  not 
see  more  than  half  a-mile.  It  was  during  the 
squall  that  we  struck. 

Just  as  you  were  coming  up  and  striking  the 
fort  did  you  hear  anything,  waves  striking  the 
fort,  tide  ripples,  or  anything  like  that  ? — No,  no- 
thing at  all,  nothing  whatever. 

How  many  men  were  there  on  the  look  out  lhal 
night? — One  seaman  forward,  myself,  chief  and 
third  officers  on  the  bridge. 

Who  sighted  the  fort  fiist?— I  did,  myself. 
After  the  adjournment  for  tiffin, 
John  Walker,  second  engineer,  sworn,  deposed 
—  I  was  engineer  of  the  watch  at  the  time  of  the 
stranding.  I  hold  a  Japanese  certificate,  No.  128. 
I  received  the  order  to  slow  the  engines  at  7  p.m.  on 
the  evening  of  March  8lh.  I  was  next  ordeied  to 
"stand-by;"  at  7.17  the  order  "half-speed"  was 
given.  These  were  the  times  by  the  engine-ioom 
clock.  The  deck-clock  and  the  engine-ioom  clock 
do  not  always  agree.  I  do  not  know  the  diffeience 
between  them  at  that  time.  When  the  vessel  was  re 
duced  to  half-speed  she  was  making  65  revolutions. 
The  engines  wei e  not  making  that  number  (if  re 
volutions  at  the  time  she  struck.  She  was  making 
about  50  revolutions  when  she  struck.  After  she 
struck  I  received  the  orders  "stop,"  then  "full- 
speed  astern,"  almost  together.  I  did  not  notice  any 
water  coming  into  the  engine-room  after  she  struck. 
The  water-tight  bulkhead  valves  were  then  closed. 
I  did  not  receive  any  orders  from  the  bridge  rela- 
tive to  slowing,  the  engines  after  the  order  "  half- 
speed,"  until  she  stranded.  At  full  speed  the  en- 
gines were  making  about  67  or  68  revolutions.  We 
had  been  going  at  full  speed  up  till  7  p.m.  ;  when 
the  order  "  stand-by  "  was  give  we  reduced  the 
steam  pressure  and  the  revolutions  went  down  to 
65  per  minute. 

To  Mr.  Macnab— At  68  revolutions  I  consider 
we  would  be  going  at  the  rate  of  1I5  to  12  knots. 
I  did  not  take  a  piivate  note  of  the  times  of 
alteiation  of  speed  at  the  moment,  but  I  after- 
wards verified  them  by  information  supplied  by  the 
chief  engineer. 

To  the  Court — My  watch  in  the  engine-room 
commenced  at  4  p.m.,  it  finishedat  8  p.m.  Orders 
were  communicated  to  me  from  the  bridge  before 
7  o'clock.  We  went  "half-speed,"  and  I  think 
"slow, "about  half  past  five  o'clock.  After  lhal  the 
order  was  "  full  speed  ahead."  The  orders  were 
given  within  six  or  seven  minutes  of  each  other. 

To  Mr.  James — At  50  revolutions  the  speed  of 
the  engines  would  give  about  7  or  j\  knots,  but  1 
could  not  say  for  certain. 

Yosesaki  Takeo,  third  officer,  deposed  to  being 
on  watch  at  the  time  of  the  stranding.  I  was 
third  officer  of  the  Nagato  Mavit  and  hold  a  Japan- 
ese certificate  of  the  second  class,  No.  341.  I  went 
'on  watch  at  4  p.m.  that  day.  It  was  hailing 
at  times,  with  a  N.E.  wind.  Neatly  the  same 
weather  prevailed  up  to  the  time  of  the  stranding. 
The  land  was  often  invisible  by  teason  of  the 
rain  and  hail.  We  took  observation  when  Oshima 
was  about  abeam.  I  saw  Sagami  Head,  I  think, 
because  I  caught  sight  of  a  light,  but  I  did  not 
see  any  land.  This  was  about  6  p.m.  The  coui  se 
was  set  N.  by  E.  f  E.  Kannon-saki  light  was 
seen  before  and  after  Sagami  light  was  abeam 
I  was  with  the  Captain  and  the  helmsman  on  the 


biidge.  After  passing  Kannon-saki  the  helmsman 
went  to  the  wheel-house  below.  The  night  was 
daik,  but  I  could  see  a  light  about  a  mile 
distant  ;  there  was  no  land  visible.  I  then  look 
the  bearings  fore  and  aft.  We  were  sleeting 
about  N.  by  W.  at  a  speed  of  about  ll\  knots. 
When  Kannon-saki  light  was  abeam  Iieadthe 
patent  log.  It  registered  235  and  then  24  knots. 
We  continued  to  steer  N.  by  W.  \  W.  I 
saw  Kannon-saki  light  after  stranding.  It  was 
a  while  light.  The  engines  were  slowed  to  "  half- 
speed  "  when  the  couise  was  altered  for  the 
last  time.  This  was  about  7.20.  At  7.28  the 
look-out  called  out  "  Light  ahead  on  the  port 
bow."  Then  the  captain  ordeied  the  engines  to 
be  stopped,  and  we  struck.  I  had  no  time  to 
look  at  the  clock  just  then,  but  I  believe  it  was 
about  7.30.  Almost  immediately  the  order  was 
given  to  "go  astern."  There  was  no  light  seen 
after  passing  Kannon-saki,  but  a  white  light  was 
visible  after  the  ship  struck.  We  were  going 
half-speed  when  we  struck.  I  did  not  know 
what  we  had  struck  until  I  looked  over  the  tuff 
rail.  No  order  was  given  to  look  out  for  the  ted 
light  at  the  foot  of  the  fort,  but  I  li  ied  to  find  it. 
The  ship  struck  before  the  order  "full  speed 
astern  "  could  be  carried  out.  The  captain  was 
on  the  bridge  continually  from  the  lime  Kannon- 
saki  was  passed.  No  lead  was  used  after  passing 
Kannon-saki.  The  wind  was  blowing  will)  some 
strength,  but  the  waves  were  not  high  enough  to 
cause  any  rolling  of  the  ship.  I  did  not  hear  any 
soipid  indicative  of  the  proximity  of  danger  befoie 
we  struck.  I  only  knew  we  were  on  the  spit  at 
the  fort  when  I  looked  over  the  bows  after  we  had 
struck. 

Kanamaru  Riichiro,  the  helmsman  on  boaid  the 
Nagato  Marn  at  the  time,  standing  of  the  depos- 
ed to  steering  a  course  N.  by  E.  which  was  alter  ed 
alter  passing  Kannon-saki  to  N.  by  W.  \  W. 
After  this  no  order  was  given  up  to  the  time  of 
stranding.  Kannon-saki  light  was  only  faintly 
seen  as  the  vessel  passed  up  the  channel  ;  no  land 
was  to  be  seen.  I  do  not  know  if  any  light  was 
seen  after  Kannonsaki  was  passed,  nor  do  I  know 
if  a  light  was  sighted  as  we  struck,  as  I  was  wholly 
absoibed  in  keeping  the  ship  on  her  course.  The 
weather  was  thick,  snowy  and  rainy  at  the  time. 

Tomaga  Wasaburo,  the  look-out  man  on  the 
night  tie  Nagato  Maru  stranded,  deposed  to 
being  on  watch  from  7  to  8  o'clock  on  the  8 1 1 
insl.  The  night  was  thick  and  so  daik  that  I 
could  not  see  very  far  ahead.  I  saw  Kannon-saki 
light.  It  was  abeam  on  our  port  bow.  From 
then  on  till  the  lime  of  stranding  I  saw  nothing.  I 
saw  a  tight  just  then  and  called  out  to  the  Captain 
who  was  on  the  bridge.  The  ship  stranded 
at  the  same  moment,  so  no  answer  was  made  to 
me.  I  had  seen  no  daik  object  the  whole  way  up 
after  passing  Kannon-saki,  nor  had  I  heard  any 
sound.  I  only  caught  sight  of  the  light  on  the  fort 
when  1  called  out  10  the  Captain.  1  saw  no  othei 
light.  What  I  took  for  a  light  may  only  have 
been  a  lamp  inside  a  hut  or  shed  erected  on  the 
fort,  as  it  was  very  dim.  The  shock  of  stranding 
was  not  severe. 

Captain  Pender  re-called,  said,  in  answer  to  the 
President. —  The  weather  was  thick,  rain  and  sleet 
when  the  ship  struck.    The  ship  was  kept  steady 
on  the  last  course  set  from  the  time  of  setting 
till  the  time  she  struck.    After  we  sti  tick,  ihe  Fuyo 
Maru,  of  the  Milsu  Bishi  Sha,  came  to  our  as 
sistance  and  attempted  to  pull  us  off;  after  hei 
came  the  Yamashiro  Maru.    Both  vessels  failed 
in  their  attempts  to  tow  us  off.  Then  we  lightered 
her  fore  cargo  into  lighters.    When  I  altered  the 
couise  at  7  p.m.  I  put  the  ship's  position  down 
on  the  chait,  calculating  the  distance  by  the  lime 
she  had  run. 

This  closed  the  evidence,  and  the  Court  then 
adjourned. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  March  3rd, 
The  American  edition  of  Mr,  Josiah  Conder's 
"  Landscape  Gardening  in  Japan  "  in  two  volumes 
sells  here  for  $25.00,  and  bears  the  imprint  of  the 
Scribneis,  of  New  Yoik. 

A  recent  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Decorative 
Art  was  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Nickerson,  Prof.  S.  Choyo  and  H.  Salo  were  pre- 
sent to  explain  Mr.  Nickerson's  choice  collection 
of  Japanese  ait  objects,  including  vases,  masks, 
old  bowls,  ivory  carvings,  porcelains,  etc. 

The  Chicago  Folk-Lore  Society  met  last  even- 
ing with  your  correspondent  for  "  A  Japanese 
Evening." 

Mr.  Guslavus  Goward's  fine  Japanese  collection 
is  attracting  a  great  deal  of  attention  at  the  Art 


Institute  in  this  city.    Mr.  Goward  will  soon  go  to 
New  York  City. 

Rev.  D.  A.  Murray,  once  of  Kyoto,  is  now 
pastor  of  the  Ridgeway  Avenue  Presbyletian 
Church  of  this  city. 

At  a  recent  missionary  gatheiing  of  Congrega- 
lionalisls  in  this  city,  a  letter  was  read  from  Rev. 
Mr.  Haworth  concerning  an  "order  forbidding 
the  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  schools."  This  would 
seem  to  indicate  the  mission  schools;  for  the  report 
goes  on  to  stale,  that  "  the  missionaries  trust  they 
will  be  allowed  the  Bible  as  a  text-book,  otherwise 
the  schools  must  be  abandoned."  I  hope  that,  if 
uch  an  order  has  been  issued,  the  Mail  will  pub- 
lish an  explanation  of  its  extent  and  intent. 

This  morning's  paper  contains  the  following 
item  of  news  from  Detroit,  Mich: — 

Detroit.  Mich.,  March  2nd. 
Chiltanora  Momohira,  a  young  Japanese  chemist  em- 
ployed in  the  laboratory  <,f  Frederick  Stearns,  committed 
suicide  this  morning  by  taking  poison.  He  was  22  years 
old,  rich,  handsome,  and  apparently  happy.  No  cause  for 
the  deed  is  known.  His  father  is  a  General  in  the  Japanese 
army,  is  rich,  and  treated  the  boy  handsomely.  Chikanora 
was  fond  of  America  and  Americans,  and  often  said  he 
would  never  return  to  Japan.  He  came  to  America  with 
Mr.  Stearns  three  years  ago.  He  spolce  English  well, 
having  taken  an  English  course  in  his  native  country.  He 
was  at  Ann  Arbor  six  months  tatting  a  course  in  pharmacy. 
Mr.  Stearns  says  it  is  considered  an  honeur  in  Japan  to 
take  one's  own  life,  and  he  thought  the  boy  may  have 
brooded  over  some  fancied  wrong  to  supply  the  motive. 
He  will  be  buried  here. 

A  clipping,  given  below,  presents  a  startling 
fact  (?)  concerning  the  loquacity  of  Japanese 
women  :  — 

llenniker  Heaton  has  been  gathering  some  very  in- 
teresting marriage  statistics  concerning  the  customs  in 
vogue  in  different  countries,  from  which  one  reads  with 
amusement,  and  perhaps  a  certain  degree  of  amazement, 
that  throughout  Japan  a  man  may  get  a  divorce  if  his  wife 
talks  too  much.  Ordinary  people  may  suppose  that  this 
harsh  law  will  have  the  effect  of  curbing  loquacity,  but  it 
has  not.  Japanese  ladies  are  the  most  talkative  of  their 
sex,  and  divorces  are  common  among  them.  In  Ihibet  a 
woman  is  entitled  to  three  husbands  In  Melbourne  a 
man  may  secure  a  divorce  if  his  wife  gets  drunk  three 
times,  or  if  she  habitually  neglects  her  household  duties. 

The  large  model  of  ihe  Hindoo  temple  which 
was  presented  to  Dr.  John  H.  Barrows,  and  was 
on  exhibition  at  the  Parliament  of  Religions,  has 
been  unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire. 

Miss  Adete  M.  Field,  who  lived  twenty  years  in 
China,  is  soon  to  publish  a  book  entitled  "  A 
Corner  of  Cathay,"  in  which  she  will  depict  her 
life  among  the  Chinese. 

In  Hawaiian  affairs  there  is  nothing  very  excit- 
ing in  the  way  of  news.  The  fact  that  the  Hawaii- 
an consul  at  Vancouver  has  received  his  exequatur 
indicates  that  Great  Biilain  legards  the  Piovi- 
sional  Government  as  the  legal  Government. 
Prof.  W.  F.  Alexander,  of  Honolulu,  says  that  the 
ex  Oueen  will  be  retired  on  a  pension,  provided 
that  "she  behaves  herself;"  and  that  the  idea  of 
annexation  has  been  only  temporarily  abandoned. 

The  U.S.  cruiser  Chicago  has  stalled  for  Syria 
to  proteel  American'  citizens  from  violence.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Turkish  Government  is  dy- 
ing to  redeem  its  promise  to  punish  the  persons 
who  committed  an  assault  last  autumn  on  Mrs. 
Mellin,  an  American  missionary. 

The  Presidential  election  in  Brazil  resulted  in 
favour  of  the  Governmental  candidate,  Senhor 
Prudenlede  Moraes.  The  Vice-Presiden I  elect  is 
Senhor  Victorino.  In  a  recent  engagement  the 
insurgents  were  defeated  with  a  loss  of  400  men. 

Senor  Ellauri,  who  was  President  of  Uruguay 
in  1873,  has  just  been  elected  again  to  fill  that 
office  in  place  of  Dr.  Obes,  whose  term  expired 
Maich  1st. 

Gen.  Hilarion  Daza,  who  was  President  of  Bo- 
livia from  1876  to  1875,  has  been  assassinated. 

Congressman  W.  L.  Wilson  has  been  very 
seriously  ill  with  typhoid  (ever  at  Guadalajara  in 
Mexico.  He  is  being  attended  by  an  American 
physician  from  ihe  City  of  Mexico,  and  is  now 
slowly  improving.  As  he  has  passed  the  crisis,  it 
is  hoped  that,  with  rest  and  good  nursing,  he  will 
be  soon  restored  to  health. 

The  Wilson  Bill  may  be  modified  somewhat  by 
the  Senate  Committee.  It  is  believed  that  the 
Sub-Committee  will  report  in  favour  of  a  duty  on 
sugar  and  coal,  and  that  the  full  Committee  will 
accept  this  amendment.  It  is  also  rumoured  that 
Senator  Hill  may  be  found  among  the  opponents 
of  the  bill. 

Afler  a  long  dead-lock  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Bland  succeeded  in  securing  a  quot  um, 
and  getting  a  vole  on  his  Seigniorage  Bill, 
Amendments  were  voted  down,  and  finally  a  sub- 
stitute was  carried  by  a  vote  of  167  to  130.  This 
substitute  is  practically  the  same  as  the  original 
bill,  which  provided  for  the  coinage  of  Ihe  silver 
seigniorage  in  the  treasury,  the  issue  of  silver 
certificates  thereon  if  need  be  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  advance  of  the 
coinage,   and   thereafter  the  coinage  of  the  re- 
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mainder  of  the  bullion  as  f .«st  as  practicable,  and. 
the  issue  of  silver  certificates  thereon  to  lake  the 
place  of  the  treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
She.  man  Act,  which  are  to  be  retired  and  can- 
celled as  rapidly  as  the  coinage,  takes  place. 

The  substitute,  however,  piovides  that  the  coin- 
age take  place  as  fast  as  "  possible  "  instead  of 
"  practicable."  The  affirmative  vote  of  167  con- 
sisted of  141  Democrats,  18  Republicans,  and  8 
Populists;  the  negative  vote  of  130  included  79 
Republicans  and  51  Democrats. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
has  presented  two  reports  on  Hawaiian  affairs. 
The  majority  report  is  signed  by  Senators  Mor- 
gan (Democrat),  Sherman,  Frye,  Dolphin  and 
Davis  (all  Republicans),  and  condemns  the  policy 
of  the  Administration.  The  Republican  members 
also  make  a  supplementary  repoi  t,  "taking  more 
positive  grounds  than  the  Morgan  report."  The 
minority  report,  signed  by  Senators  Butler,  Turpie. 
Daniel,  and  Gray  (all  Democrats)  upholds  the 
policy  of  Cleveland  and  Gresham. 

The  National  Central  Committee  of  the  Populist 
Party  has  been  in  session  in  St.  Louis,  and  adopted 
the  following  resolutions:  — 

Whereas,  The  so-called  Wilson  bill  fails  to  provide 
sufficient  revenue  to  defray  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the 
government,  and  thereby  creates  a  deficiency,  of  which 
the  administration  will  take  advantage  to  issue  interest 
bearing  bonds  to  saddle  the  overburdens  upon  future 
generations,  and  further  perpetuate  the  national  banking 
monopoly  of  the  country,  and 

Whereas,  It  discriminates  against  the  producers  of  raw 
materials  in  the  South  and  West  and  protects  the  mono 
polies  of  the  West ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  national  committee 
of  the  People's  party  that  the  people  shall,  by  Senators 
and  Representatives,  vote  against  the  passage  of  said  bill, 
unless  it  provides  for  said  deficiency  by  an  income  tax; 
and  further, 

Resolved,  That they  be  requested  to  vote  against  said 
bill  if  said  deficiency  is  to  be  supplied  by  the  issuance  of 
interest-bearing  bonds. 

The  Republican  members  of  the  Temperance 
Committee  of  the  Town  Senate  have  decided  to 
report  the  Carpenter  Local  Option  Bill.  The 
prohibitionists  of  the  country  are  wailing  will 
anxiety  to  see  whether  the  Hawkeye  State  will 
abandon  ibe  policy  of  Prohibition. 

The  following  order,  issued  a  few  days  ago  to 
every  division  superintendent  of  the  Erie  Railway 
lines,  will  bring  joy  to  many  employes:  — 

Beginning  next  Sunday,  please  arrange  nnt  to  start 
common  freight  trains  from  division  terminals  from  12 
o'clock  Saturday  night,  until  12  o'clock  Sunday  night, 
running  only  fast  freight,  freight,  perishable  freight  and 
stock  trains,  laying  off  as  many  switching  crews  and  men 
in  the  round-houses  as  possible  for  the  day. 

Governor  McCorkle.  of  West  Virginia,  had  to 
call  out  three  companies  of  the  National  Guard  to 
quell  a  riot  among  miners,  who  have  already  burn- 
ed one  railroad  bridge,  and  are  assembled  in  large 
numbers. 

One  more  fiie  in  Jackson  Park  must  go  on  re- 
cord :  it  destroyed  the  dome  over  the  entrance  of 
the  Agi  icullural  Building. 

Of  bow  much  trouble  the  World's  Fair  has 
been  the  cause  may  be  seen  also  from  the  follow- 
ing item  :  — 

Carrollton,  Ohio,  February  28th. 
The  divorce  case  of  Minnie  J.  Iden  against  James  R. 
Iden,  in  Common  Pleas  Court  in  this  city,  introduces  new 
claims  for  divorce.  The  plaintiff  avers  that  the  defendant 
objected  to  building  the  morning  fire  and  did  refuse,  with- 
out just  cause,  to  take  her  to  the  World's  Fair.  Her 
petition  was  refused. 

John  Y.  McKane,  the  "  boss  "  of  Gravesend, 
Long  Island,  has  been  convicted  of  corruption  of 
the  ballot,  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  for  six  years. 
A  few  more  such  striking  "examples"  will  go  a 
long  way  toward  purity  in  politics.  Tammany  next! 

Erastus  Wiman,  well-known  in  connection  with 
Canadian  affairs,  is  accused  of  forgery  on  a  charge 
made  by  R.  G.  Du:i  and  Co.,  and  involving  a 
large  amount  of  money. 

Dun's  report  for  this  week  again  notes  a  gradual 
improvement  of  business,  and  speaks  of  "  the 
slowly  growing  demand  for  goods,  caused  by 
gradual  exhaustion  of  stocks  held  by  dealers," 
which  "has  further  enlarged  the  working  force  in 
manufactures." 

Prendergast,  who  assassinated  Carter  Harrison, 
lias  been  refused  a  new  trial,  and  sentenced  to  be 
bung  on  March  23rd. 

Steele  Mackaye,  the  actor  and  playwright; 
Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early,  the  dashing  cavalry  leader 
of  the  Confederates;  Dr.  William  F.  Poole, 
librarian  of  the  Newberry  Library,  and  the  greatest 
bibliographer  of  the  country;  and  Hon.  James 
W.  McDill,  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, and  ex-Senator  from  Iowa,  have  all  passed 
away  since  my  last  letter. 

President  Cleveland  and  Secretary  Gresham 
have  gone  on  a  vacation  trip,  a  hunting  excursion 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  The  reports  that 
the  President  is  seriously  ill  were  unfounded. 

The  New  York  Senate  and  Assembly  have 
passed,  and  Governor  Flower  has  signed,  the  bill 


which  presents  to  the  suffrages  of  the  people  con 
Cemed    the  question   of  the  consul  id, il  ion  of  New 
Y01  lc  an. I  Bi Qoltlyn. 

The. American  Univeiily,  to  be  located  ,11  W.i 
shington,  D.C.,  has  received  a  donation  of  $100, 
OOO,  which  will  probably  be  used  for  the  endowment 
of  the  chair  of  history,  and  an  equal  amount 
undesignated.  The  Western  Resei  ve  University 
has  received  over  $300,000  for  vaiions  specifier 
purposes,  the  pi  incipal  of  which  is  the  erection  and 
equipment  of  a  physical  laboiatory. 

The  graduating  exeicises  of  the  Indian  Training 
School   at  Carlisle,   Penn.,  have  just  been  he 
The  class  this  year  consists  of  nineteen  boys  ant 
girls  from  ten  different  tribes.     This  School 
doing  excellent  work  toward  solving  the  Indian 
problem . 

The  Negro  problem  is  another  vexing  matter 
Last  month  a  conferance  of  600  prominent  negroes 
male  and  female,  was  held  at  Tiukegee,  Alabama 
They  realized  fully  their  condition,  and  the  neces 
sity  for  greater  advancement  in  the  lines  o 
education,  the  acquisition  of  propeityaud  pracli 
cal  religion. 

The  convention  of  the  International  Student 
Volunteer  Movement  for  Foreign  Fields  is  in 
session  at  Deroil,  Mich.,  Mr.  L.  D.  Wishard,  wl 
visited  Japan  a  few  years  ago  in  the  interests  of 
the  Y.M.C.A.  is  active  also  in  this  work.  Among 
the  speakers  have  been  Rev.  G.  W.  Knox,  D.D. 
on  "The  Preparation  of  a  Missionary;"  Mr 
Leonard  (Learned  ?),  of  Japan,  on  "  Best  Method; 
of  Training  Native  Help;  and  Rev.  Gilbert  Reid, 
of  China,  on  "  Methods  of  the  Shantung  Missions 
Dr.  Knox  gave  admirable  advice  to  the  students 
"  not  to  offer  themselves  indiscriminately  to  be 
sent  to  some  country  to  which  they  are  not  adapt 
eel.  It  is  necessary  to  take  a  special  course  of 
preparation  for  whatever  country  the  missionary 
expects  to  visit."  He  also  settled  a  much  disputed 
question  by  stating  that  "it  lakes  three  yeais  to 
learn  thoroughly  the  Japanese  language."  The 
total  number  of  missionaries  recruited  from  this 
movement  is  686,  of  whom  Japan  has  received  I 

The  March  Century  has  an  interesting  article 
by  Professor  E.  S.  Holdeu  on  "  Eailhquakes  and 
how  to  Measure  Them,"  in  which  due  credit  is 
given  to  Prof.  Milne  and  the  other  investigators 
in  Japan. 

Judge  Grosscup,  in  the  United  District  Court 
of  this  city,  has  rendered  a  decision  which  ha 
an  important  bearing  on  the  Inter  State  Commerce 
Law.  Not  long  ago  that  law  was  amended  so  as 
to  make  it  obligatoiy  for  witnesses  to  answer  ques- 
tions, though  they  should  incriminate  themselves. 
But  now  Judge  Grosscup  decides  that  the  amend- 
ment to  that  law  is  unconstitutional,  because  it 
is  contrary  to  the  Fifth  Amendment  of  our  National 
Constitution. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month  Mr.  Walter  Well- 
man,  of  the  Chicago  Herald,  is  to  start  fiom  New 
York  City  to  attempt  to  solve  the  great  Aclic 
problem  by  a  new  plan.  He  believes  that  over  the 
ice  pack  is  the  true  route  to  the  north  pole.  We 
are  wondering  whether  Peary  or  Wellmen  will  get 
there  first  ! 

March  has  come  in  "  like  a  Iamb." 


LETTER  FROM  AMERICA, 


(From  a  Correspondent.) 


Ithaca,  March  8th,  1894. 
One  who  has  lived  for  five  years  or  moie  on 
Manhattan  Island  cannot  but  feel  a  personal  as 
well  as  general  interest  in  the  great  city.  Four 
ecent  visits,  of  several  days  each,  to  Gotham,  have 
impressed  upon  my  mind  the  changes  which  the 
flow  of  lime  invariably  brings.  Externally,  the 
growth  of  the  business  edifices  skyward  is  most 
noticeable.  Approaching  the  city  from  the  opposite 
side  of  either  the  North  or  East  River  or  from  the 
Bay  below,  one  falls  under  an  oplical  illusion. 
The  city  which  he  knows  to  be,  below  Central 
Paikat  least,  almost  peifeclly  flat,  seems  to  be 
hilly,  reminding  one  even  of  imposing  Edinbuigh, 
when  viewed  from  "the  new  city."  On  the  con- 
trary, all  New  York  below  Murray  Hill  is  still  as 
flat  as  of  yore,  but  it  is  the  heaps  of  brick,  stone, 
and  steel  that  have  risen  skyward.  We  remember 
our  first  impressions  when  returning  from  Japan, 
and  from  Tokyo  which  bad,  as  a  rule,  only  one  or 
two  two-storey  buildings,  that  a  distinct  nervous- 
ness crept  over  us  as  we  walked  down  Broadway 
under  the  towering  eaves  of  the  lofty  structures. 
There  was  a  temptation  to  walk  in  Ibe  middle  of 
the  street  for  apparently  greater  safety.  Only 
after  some  weeks  residence  in  the  Metropolis  was 
this  feeling  entirely  overcome. 

Several  causes  have  contributed  to  this  tree-like 
tendency  to  lofty  growth.  The  great  value  of 
land,  the  desire  for  plenty  of  light  and  air,  a  dis- 
position to  collect  as  much  revenue  as  possible  on 


every  square  fool  of  earth  and  sky.  the  invention 
and  case  of  working  what  our  English  friends' 
call  a  "lift,"  and  we  an  "elevator,'"  and  lastly, 
the  elaboration  of  steel  frames,  me  all  factors  in 
the  new  movement.  Nowadays,  beside  the  deeply- 
dug  foundation,  which  in  New  Yoik  is  pietly  sine 
to  be  011  the  bed-rock  underlying  and  often  out- 
cropping from  the  island,  theie  is  laid  a  massive 
platform  of  concrete,  sometimes  braced  and  welded 
together  by  steel  rails,  set  diagonally  like  the 
"  sli  ills  "  in  the  side-wall  of  a  building.  The  steel 
frame  of  the  eight,  twelve, sixteen  or  twenty. storied 
building  is  then  bolted  and  1  iveled  together,  so  that 
one  often  sees  up  against  the  sky  line  the  skeleton 
of  steel,  long  before  the  masons  have  ovei  taken 
the  machinists.  Evidently  the  builders  have  at- 
tempted, at  least,  to  prepare  for  the  earthquake  J 
which  even  more  than  fire  will  detei  mine  each' 
man's  woi  k,  of  what  sort  it  is.  Certainly  the  con- 
veniences for  doing  business  in  the  great  edifices 
are  almost  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Broadway  is  not  quite  the  clogged  and  congest- 
ed thoroughfare  that  it  was  in  former  years.  There 
is  indeed  more  traffic  than  ever,  and  the  stream  of 
human  beings  will  no  more  cease  now,  than  in  the 
decade  ago  when  the  old  lady  from  the  country 
went  into  a  shop  on  Broadway  to  "wait  until  the 
crowd  went  by."  Until  Jacob  Shaip,  the  fiuan- 
cier,  who  never  kept  any  books,  came  along,  the 
omnibuses  which  properly  belonged  to  archaeo- 
logical times,  lumbered  along  and  jammed  the 
stieet  from  Canal  Street  to  the  Balteiy,  making  a 
hopeless  block  several  times  a  day.  Now,  how- 
ever, with  the  neat  cable  cars,  running  quietly  and 
conveniently,  there  is  an  amazing  difference  on  the 
sti  eet  in  favour  of  convenience,  order,  and  the  sav- 
ng  of  time. 

While  Boston,  Brooklyn,  and  some  other  cities 
leave  the  cable  system  to  San  Francisco,  Philadel- 
phia, and  New  Yoik,  and  adopt  the  trolley,  it  is  a 
question  in  whose  favour  or  rather  to  whose  discre- 
dit the  highest  death-rate  belongs.  Civilization 
must  have  its  victims,  and  just  as  it  is  said  that  in 
London  more  people  are  killed  and  wounded  by 
horses  and  caits  than  by  railway  accidents  in  the 
whole  United  Kingdom,  so  it  is  probable  that  a 
far  higher  percentage  of  deaths  and  wounds  en- 
sue from  the  use  of  horses  and  vehicles  in  the 
nation  at  large,  than  from  all  the  steam  and  elec- 
tric cars  in  all  the  States.  Nevei  theless,  to  be 
killed  by  a  trolley  car  seems  more  worthy  of 
public  notice  and  certainly  attracts  mote  atten- 
tion. The  rate  of  speed,  however,  at  which  the 
cable  and  trolley  cars  move  amounts  really 
to  the  introduction  of  express  trains  into  our 
cities,  with  their  narrow  and  crowded  streets. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming,  if  not  the  pie- 
sent,  generation  will  by  use  become  accustomed  to 
the  dangers,  and,  being  fore-warned,  will  be  fore- 
armed. The  average  American  will  travel  fast, 
despite  the  increased  danger  of  being  smashed. 

That,  however,  it  is  possible  to  travel  with  more 
safety  than  at  present  attained  in  America,  is 
shown  by  the  records  of  transporation  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent.  It  has  been  demonstrated, 
however,  that  the  factor  of  personal  safety  in  travel 
largely  depends  upon  the  amount  of  money  which 
people,  are  able  and  willing  to  pay  for  precautions. 
Well  patronized  loads,  like  the  New  York  Central, 
the  Pennsylvania,  the  Delaware,  Lackwauna,  and 
Western,  the  Boston  &  Albany,  etc.,  aie  com- 
panies whose  names  are  synonyms  for  safely,  yet 
these  are  far  from  being  infallible.  Yet  it  is 
noticable  that  "  the  Empire  Stale  Express  "  which, 
for  a  distance  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles  main- 
tains an  average  speed  of  very  nearly  sixty  miles 
an  hour,  has  thus  far  during  a  year's  run  bad  no 
accident  woilh  speaking  of.  After  the  recent  ac- 
cident, caused  almost  wholly  by  an  engineer's 
carelessness,  on  the  D.L.  &  W.  road,  there  is  now 
process  of  erection  the  blocking  system,  so 
favourably  known  in  England. 

The  vastness  of  our  national  ten  ilory  has  here- 
tofore been  a  barrier  to  securing  the  safety  which 
is  possible  in  the  smaller  European  countries,  but 
for  the  older  and  richer  lines,  running  through 
densely  populated  poi  lions  of  the  country,  there  is 
no  excuse.  Public  sentiment  now  demands  that 
fulness  of  equipment  and  of  personnel  which  will 
give  reasonable  assurance  of  safety  of  life  and 
limb.  The  tendency  of  most  railway  companies  is 
to  wail  until  the  patents  on  life-protecting  inven- 
tions have  run  out,  so  that  these  will  then  be  free 
from  royally  and  thus  be  much  cheaper.  But 
in  the  long  run  public  sentiment  cannot  be  out- 
raged. For  several  years  the  number  of  able 
bodied  men  in  the  youlh  and  prime  of  life  killed 
on  the  railways  of  the  country  was  equal  in  num- 
ber to  the  slaughter  of  a  great  battle,  in  several 
years  reaching  the  enormous  total  of  twenty -five 
thousand.  Apart  from  all  that  could  be  credited 
to  peisonal  carelessness  or  to  unavoidable  causes, 
the  "  link  and-piu  "  method  of  coupling  cars  was 
responsible  for  the  loss  of  so  much  life  and  limb. 
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Now,  howevei,  since  the  Act  ofCongiess  compel- 
ling ilte  railways  to  adopt  the  air;  brake  ami  im- 
proved systems  of  coupling,  it  is  good  to  nonce 
signs  of  the  coming  times  when  the  life  of  the 
staffs  of  freight  liains  will  be  as  precious  in  the 
sicrht  of  corporations  as  those  on  the  passenger 
tiains.  To  the  years  of  personal  toil  in  influencing 
public  opinion  in  and  out  of  state  legislatures,  and 
in  Congress,  of  the  Hon.  Lorenzo  Ciffin,  of  Iowa, 
much  of  this  promising  stale  of  affaiis  is  due. 

From  laud  to  water  is  no  startling  change  of 
subject,  and  pe.l.apsin  the  recent  application  of 
electricity  as  a  motor  on  the  canal  is  seen  the  day- 
spring  of  a  long  bright  day  of  revived  transporta- 
tion by  water.   It  seems  to  have  been  demonstrat- 
ed by  the  experiments  on  the  Erie  Canal  that. 
With  very  little  change  in  existing  conditions  of 
either  the  vehicle  or  the  conduit,  transportation  by 
boat  may  be  made  so  cheap  that  even  the  former 
supremacy  of  the  artificial  river  that  runs  through 
New  YorU  State  may  be  maintained  even  against 
the  railways.    Most  of  the  canal  transportation  111 
the  United  Slates  is  somewhat  paradoxical  in 
point  of  physical  geography.    The  rivers  as  a  rule 
run  from  No.  th  to  South,  while  the  canals  in  gene- 
ral run  from  East  to  West,  at  right  angles  with  the 
streams.    While  rail-roads  a.e  built  as  a  rule  on 
the  old  Indian  trails,  the  canals  have  to  go  in  the 
face  of  nature  and  be  carried  over  the  rivers. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  undeniable  advantages  in 
water  traffic.    There  in  also  a  strong  .  eluctance  of 
the  people  of  New  Vork,  at  least,  to  give  up  the 
Erie  Canal.  Stigmatized  as  it  was  once  as  Clin- 
ton's Big  Ditch,"— though  in  reality  first  foreseen 
and  proposed  by  a   Dutchman  named  Van  der 
Kemp —it  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  facto,  s 
in  building  up  the  West,  the  North-west,  and  es- 
pecially Chicago. 

From  the  standpoint  of  kindness  to  animals  the 
application  of  elect,  icity  is  a  great  blessing.     I  he 
tens  of  thousands  of  horses,  maimed  or  killed  an- 
nually upon  the  street  cars  or  tramways  of  the 
United  States  occur  no  more.       Electricity  has 
not  only  saved  our  city  streets  from  the  filth  of 
horse  ordure,  but  has  also  saved  the  wear  and  lea. 
of  a  vast  amount  of  horse  life.    In  this  respect, 
the  streets  of  Boston  and  those  of  London  otter  a 
vast  contrast  in  favour  of  the  former.    As  one 
thinks  of  the   patient    but  heel-elevating  canal 
mule  fed  on  east  wind  and  rail  fences  during  the 
winter,  galled,  jaded,  thrashed  and  sworn  at  during 
the  summer,  one  is  thankful  that  the  day  for  this 
relief  and  nirvana  has  come.    Indeed,  one  is  re- 
minded of  that  favourite  subject  of  Chinese  and 
Japanese  painters  Chokwa.6,  one  of    the  eight 
Taoist  Rishi.    The  sage  sits  on  the  ground  with 
a  gourd  in  his  hand,  out  of  which  he  conjures  a 
mule  which  flies  off  in  the  air  and  disappears.  So, 
blessed  be  the  American  Rishi,  who,  out  of  the 
gourd  of  his  inventive  brain,  has  sent  the  mule 
flying  into  oblivion  and  conjured  up  a  new  spirit 
that  so  willingly  submits  to  harness  and  lifts  the 
tow-path  into  the  air  on  a  liny  wire.    Dr.  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes's  poem  which  pictures  the  Salem 
witch  come  to  life,  and  on  the  trolley  wire  pro- 
pelling witli  her  broom  stick  the  elect,  ic  cars  of 
Boston,  may  have  more  wit  but  less  humour  in  it 
than  the  remark  of  a  bucolic  gentleman  made  on 
the  streets  of  Albany  a  short  time  ago.     "  By 
Hookey,  if  there  ain't  a  chip-munk  on  top  of  a 
pole,  pushing  that  car  up  the  hill." 

On  the  ocean,  too,  the  competition  in  speed 
shows  no  sign  of  .elaxation.    It  is  a  g.  and  sight 
to  stand  on  the  shore  in  South  Brooklyn,  on  Satur- 
day and  see  the  great  fleets  of  Atlantic  steamers 
move    down    the  bay.    The  "three-funnelled 
monsters,  with  their  ten  thousand  tons  capacity, 
speedily    ove.take  their    puny  sisters  with  but 
one    "smoke-stack,"    but   in    all   of    them  one 
cannot  but    notice  the  great    length  and  sliatp- 
ness  of  line,  as  contrasted  with  the  figure  and 
dimensions   of  a  generation    ago.     Whether  ... 
summer  gaiety,  or,  in  their  winter  armour  of  ice 
and  binges  of  icicles,  they  move  m  or  out,  they 
are  always  an  impressive  sight.    Tins  year,  there 
being  no  Columbian  Wo. Id's  Exposition,  and  all 
Europe  being  at  peace,  there  are  already  signs  of 
an  enormous  exodus  from  this  side  of  the  water 
While  Kyoto  will  celebrate  her  eleven  hundredth 
anniveisary  one  is  tempted,  in  view  of  this  sum- 
mer's exhibition  at  Antwerp,  to  compare  the  begin- 
ning and  influence  on  the  world's  history  of  the 
Belgian  sea-port  and  the  Nipponese  interior  city. 
That  the  United  States  will  be  one  of  the  nations 
best  represented  at  the  City  on  the  Scheldt  seems 
very  probable.    Some  of  the  great  steamers  are 
already  booked  to  their  full  limit.    For  example, 
the  steamer  Touvaine,  which  makes  its  first  voyage 
of  the  season,  June  21st,  has  every  berth  and  stale- 
room  engaged.    The  state-room  plans  of  many  of 
the  otlier  big  twin-screw  steamers  of  the  American 
and  Cunard  lines  are  completely  crossed  out  during 
the  entire  mouth  of  May.    Inded,  anyone  going 


before  August  1st,  must  now  as  a  rule  lake  what 
he  can  get. 

All  the  travellers,  however,  will  not  travel  east- 
ward,—that  is  to  Europe.  It  is  more  than  probable 
ihat  at  least  the  full  number  of  visitors  westward, 
— that  is  to  Japan  and  China— will  set  their  faces 
lowa.dthe  Setting  Sun.  Among  the  number  of 
illustrious  passengers  already  moving  toward  what 
to  us  Americans  is  the  very  far  west— our  territory 
extending  to  within  about  forty  miles  of  Asia — is 
Mrs.  Isabella  Bird  Bishop,  whose  "  Unbeaten 
Tracks  of  Japan"  is  still  read  with  interest.  One 
will  generally  find  that  her  book  on  Japan  has  been 
worn  out  of  its  old  covers  in  the  public  libraries 
and  been  clothed  afresh  by  the  book-binder.  She 
has  celebrated,  it  is  said,  her  sixtieth  birthday,  and 
with  both  pencil  and  camera  will  visit  both  Japan 
and  Korea.  Very  probably  she  will  give  us  as 
interesting  a  book  about  the  laud  of  ginsing,  b.g 
hats,  white  clothes,  and  long-stemmed  tobacco 
pipes,  as  she  has  about  the  country  between  Hea- 
ven and  Earth.    Success  to  her.  W.  E.  G. 


LETTER  FROM  AUSTRALIA. 
 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Healesville,  Victoria,  February  181I1. 
About  a  month  ago  telegraphic  news  of  an 
alarming  character  relative  to  affairs  in  Japan 
reached  us  from  London.    It  was  stated  that  the 
Diet  had  been  dissolved  and  that  anti-foreign 
feeling  was  so  strong  as  to  render  the  lives  of 
foreigners   residing   in   the  capital  unsafe.  The 
stormy  sessions  of  the  Diet  recorded  in  the  Weekly 
Mail  of  December  30th,  received  by  me  a  week 
ago,  have    apparen  lly  been    followed    by  some 
serious  anti-foreign  demonstrations,  unless,  as  is 
possible,  an  exaggerated  report  has  reached  us 
Nothing  of  a  very  startling  character  has  occur 
red  here  since  I  last  wrote  beyond  one  or  two  shoot- 
ing affrays  and  some  rather  serious  cases  of  rob 
be.y  under  arms.    Owing,  pe.haps,  to  the  bad 
times,  burglary  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  is  on 
the  increase,  and  pitched  battles    between  the 
police  and  the  housebreakers  are  not  uncommon 
In  Sydney  two  desperate  men  flew  through  the 
streets  in  the  grey  morning  light  "dropping"  a 
policeman  senseless  every  fifty  yards  or  so,  until 
five  members  of  the  force  were  distributed  with 
broken  heads  at  irregular  intervals  in  their  track. 
Among  shooting  tragedies  that  at  Bu.  wood,  a 
suburb  of  Sydney,  will  long  be  remembered  for 
its  grim  details.    A  certain  Mr.  William  Paisley 
was  elected   to  the  office  of  Mayor  on  a  Satur- 
day.     On    the  following    Monday    morning  at 
8  o'clock  he  began  the  duties  of  his  office.  Be- 
fore  9  o'clock    he  had    received    no   less  than 
five  bullets  in  his  body  from  the  revolver  of  the 
town  clerk.     When   first  attacked   Paisley  was 
silting  at  his  desk.  He  closed  with  his  antagonist. 
A  terrible  struggle  ensued,  registered  in  crimson 
splashes  all  over  the  Council  Chamber.  Hacked 
with  a  stiletto  and  riddled  with  bullets  the  unfor- 
tunate Mayor  rushed  out  into  the  street,  where  he 
encountered  a  friend  who  bore  him  fainting  to  the 
bed  of  death.      The  murderer,  who  was  armed 
with  three    loaded  revolvers,  was  found  dead, 
sitting  in  one  of  the  Councillor's  chai.s.    It  has 
since  transpi.ed  that  in  revenge  for  a  slight  re- 
duction in  his  salary  this  mad  town  cleik  had 
resolved  to  murder  the  principal  Aldermen  as  well 
as  the  Mayor,  and  that  on  the  Saturday  prior  to 
the  perpetration  of  the  dread  deed,  he  burnt  the 
town  records,  extending  over  20  years,  and  thus 
left  it  without  a   history.     Australia  has  of  late 
been    acquiring   an    unenviable    reputation  for 
the  development  of  crime.    It  will  be  long  before 
the  history  of  the  man  who  believed  in  matrimony 
in  the  abstract  but  preferred  a  wife  in  the  concrete 
is  forgotten.  The  annals  ofthe  past  twelve  months 
are  full  of  the  record  of  bloody  encounters  between 
spoile.s  and  the  despoiled,  wholesale  minder  of  in- 
fants and  general  baby  farming;  and  of  business 
frauds  and  forgeries,  which  for  elaboratenesss  and 
depth    have  seldom   been   surpassed.     It    is  the 
complaint  of  some  that  the  law  is  too  leniently 
administered  in   this  colony.    A  signal  instance 
of  extreme  leniency  occurred  last  week,  when  iwo 
burglars  stood  convicted  of  housebreaking.  They 
both  carried  fireams.    One  of  the  men  when  hard 
pressed  by  his  assailants  discharged  his  revolver 
and  killed  one  of  their  number.    The  other  man 
ran  away  without  firing.    There  is  a  little  doubt 
that  had  his  flight  been  interfered  with  he  would 
have   used   his   deadly  weapon.     The  law  has 
sentenced  the  one  man  to  death,  and  the  other  is 
"  let  off  "  with  three  year's  imprisonment,  the  judge 
almost   apologising    for   being  obliged  to  pass 
such  a  sentence. 

To  turn  to  other  subjects;  the  great  libel  case 
Speight  v.  Syne  is  still  undetermined.  The  jury 
were  unable  to  agree  as  to  ten  of  the  eleven  al- 


leged libels.    On  one  point  only   they   found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  and  awarded  £100  dam- 
ages.   Willi  this  decision  Mr.  Speight  is  naturally 
dissatisfied.    A  new  jury  is  to  be  empanelled  and 
the  case  is  to  be  tried  again.    The   Court  has 
made  one  important   decision   in  the  plaintiff's 
favour.    It  has  ruled   that  he  is  entitled   to  his 
costs.    The  defendant  has  been  required  to  give 
seen,  ity  for  these  costs.    In   the  meantime,  the 
public,  weary   of  the  slow  progress    of  the  law, 
has,  through   the  medium  of  the   press,  shown 
its  sympathy  with  Mr.  Speight  and  has  subscribed 
over  a  thousand  pounds  to  enable  him  to  continue 
his  action   against  the  Age.      Mr.  Speight  was 
commisioner  of  railways  when  he  became  the  object 
of  the  Age's  attack.    It  is  alleged  by  those  who 
are  in  a  position  to  know  that  the  .aid  on  the 
management  of  the    railways    published   in  the 
Age  and  the  insinuations  relative  to  Mr.  Speight, 
had  their  source  in  personal  spite  and  political 
party  feeling.    According  to  the  opinion  of  nurne.  - 
ous  railway  experts,  Mr,  Speight,  who  for  some 
years  held  a  high  position  in  connection  wilh  the 
English  Midland  Railway,  is  by   far  ihe  ablest 
manager  that  Victoria  has  ever  employed,  and 
furthermore  ihat  since  Mr.  Speight  was  removed 
from  office  Victorian  lines  have  been  badly  mis- 
managed, resulting  in  heavy  annual  losses.  These 
wi  iters  contend  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  present 
Government  to  correct  the  mistake  of  their  prede- 
cessors by  reinstating  Mr.  Speight  as  Chairman 
of  Commissioners.    Both  parties  in  this  action  are 
feeling  the  drain  on  their  pecuniary  resouices  to 
be  almost  past  endurance,  but  the  hope  of  recoup- 
ment is  luring  each  on   to  the  bitter  end.  The 
Mercantile  Bank  prosecution  has  made  no  further 
progress  since  I  last  wrote.     The  trial  of  Sir 
Matthew  Davies  will  commence  next  week. 

In  addition  to  our  usual  summer  pests  and 
annoyances,  we  have  this  year  been  visited  by 
an  insect  known  as  the  Bot  fly,  or  ostnis  egin. 
This  fly  deposits  small  eggs  on  cattle  and  ho.ses. 
The  latter  frequently  .ub  these  eggs  off  when 
feeding,  and  dropping  into  the  fodder,  they  are 
swallowed  by  the  animal.  After  they  have  pas- 
sed into  stomach,  say  some,  while  still  in  the  mouth, 
say  others,  the  eggs  are  hatched  and  a  grub  a 
little  larger  than  a  pin's  head,  with  a  baibed  hook 
protruding  from  its  head  is  produced.  With  this 
hook  the  insect  clings  to  the  cuticular  part  of  the 
stomach,  where  it  feeds  on  mucus  for  many  months 

 du.  ing  the  whole  of  winter  and   well   into  the 

spring — and  by  this  lime  is  considerably  grown. 
At  the  proper  time  it  disengages  itself  from  the 
membrane  and  is  carried  into  another  portion  of  the 
stomach  with  the  food  and  is  soon  after  evacuated 
from  the  horse.    After  reaching  the  ground  it  at 
once  burrows  into  it  and  soon  after  changes  into  a 
chrysalis  state,  and  from  that  to  the  Bot  fly.  It 
once  more  makes  it  appearance  du.  ing  November, 
December,  and  January  when  it  dies,  the  male 
first,  and  the  female  soon  after  depositing  its  eggs. 
It  has  until  very  lately  been  the  general  opinion 
that  these  pests,  when  they  have  once  entered  the 
stomach  of  an  animal,  are  bound  to  prove  fatal. 
Hence  great  ca.e  has  been  taken  to  destroy  the 
eggs  by  the   application  of  kerosene  while  they 
still  adhere  to  the  horse's  skin.     It  is  now  main- 
tained by  veterinary  authorities    that    the  bot 
grub    does    no    harm  to    the    animal  whatever. 
In   (act  it  does  him  good,  in  that  its  size  p.o- 
duces  a  roughness  in  the  lining  of  the  stomach 
which  breaks   up    the  food  as    it    passes  from 
one  part   of   the  animal's    interior    to  another. 
Acting  on   the  old  theory,  many  a  farmer  has 
killed  his  horse  by  the  severity  of  his  remedial 
measures.    Great  alarm  has  been  caused  among 
vine-growers  by  the  appearance  of  the  phylloxera 
in  several  vineyards  at  Bendigo.     The  Board  of 
Viticulture,  however,  has  made  the  most  praise- 
worthy efforts  lo  stamp  out  the  disease  and  has 
hitherto  been  successful. 


On  the  51b  instant  a  much  needed  institution, 
"  The  Melbourne  Voluntary  T.ibunal  of  Arbit.a- 
lion,"  was  declared  open  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  This  tribunal  was  initiated  by  the  Mel- 
bourne Chamber  of  Coni.ne.ee.  It  is  founded  on 
the  model  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Arbitration. 
Mr.  Patterson,  the  Premier,  speaking  at  the  in- 
auguration ceremony,  remarked  that  the  system  of 
settling  business  disputes  to  be  followed  was  not 
new,  as  it  had  been  used  in  the  old  country  more 
or  less  from  the  151I1  century,  and  was  in  full  vogue 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  French  going  so  far 
as  compulsory  a.  bitralion.  In  London  it  was  quite 
possible  for  an  arbitration  to  cost  no  more  than 
three  guineas.  The  experiment  might  be  called 
a  bold  one,  as  in  one  sense  it  was  a  protest  against 
the  existing  system  of  litigation.  The  lawyers  of 
Melbourne,  who  swarm  like  bees,  and  suck  the 
honey  from  many  a  hard-working  man's  life,  a.e 
doubtless  somewhat  disconcerted  by  the  new 
departure.  How  much  happier  the  civilised  world 
would  be  were  every  community  furnished  with 
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;i  Tribunal  of  Arbitration.  The  inauguration  of 
sucl  1  Institutions  is  tantamount  to  declaring  the 


English  system  of  litigation  to  he  incapable  of 
reform1.  One  often  wondeis  how  it  is  that  the 
wide  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  existing  legal 
pr dead UV'e  dofcS  IIOI  lead  to  a  thorough  ovei  hauling 
of  the  methods  now  in  vogue.  But  ill,  this  as  in 
so  many  other  matters,  the  intense  Conservatism 
of  the  Englishman  bars  the  way  to  progress. 

An  amusing  controversy  has  been  Carried  on  in 
the  local    press   respecting    Victorian  pronunci- 
ation of  English.  The  pronunciation  now  in  vogue 
among  all  the  uneducated  and  semi  educated  and 
a  number  of  the  well-educated  classes  may  he  de- 
sciihed  as  half  cockney  and  half  west  country  pro- 
nunciation.   The  colony  is  stiewn  with  dropped 
h's,  and  the  native  colonial   drops  the  final  g  in 
words  ending  in  ing  and  speaks  of  ridin,  walkin, 
and   ploughiu,    The  vowels  are  all  drawled  in  a 
most  peculiar  fashion,  whereby  land  becomes  leand, 
brown,  bre-own,  bad,  he-ad,  ground  gi  e  ound.  A 
young  lady  asks  a  gentleman  fiiend  the  following 
question:  "Will  you  have  the  kike  fir  st  and  the 
gripes  after"!    This  being  the  recognised  way 
of  pr  onouncing  cake  and  grapes.    A  spade  is  not 
called  a  spade  here  but  a  spyde.    A  lady  described 
as  intelligent,  accomplished,  and  highly  educated, 
always  calls  her  daughter  "  Disy."    In  some  in- 
stances a  consonant  is  dtopped  as  in  woids  ending 
with  ing,  in  others  one  is  added;  idea  is  pro- 
nounced   ideer.    The   general  opinion  seems  to 
be  that  the  existing  mispronunciation    is  learnt 
at   State   schools   and  is  the  result    of  sloven- 
liness and  carelessness  of  speech,  which  is  seldom 
if  ever  reproved  by  the  parents.     The  country 
bumpkin  is  a  perfect  slave  to  convention  and 
custom.    Every  lad  thinks  it  would  be  heinous 
to  nod  his  head  in  any  but  the  peculiar  fashion  in 
vogue  all  over  the  colony,  and  hardly  deems  the 
ordinary  English  nod  to  be  worthy  of  being  con 
sidered  a  salutation.    So  in  the  matter  of  pronun- 
ciation he  follows  the  common  usage  and  speaks 
of  his  neighbours  ke-ows,  and  knows  not  how  to 
say  cow. 

A  somewhat  pecul ia r  aff ectio n  of  the  eyes  locally 
known  as',"  sand  blight  "  has  been  very  prevalent 
during  the  past  few  months.  It  commences  with 
great  soreness  and  irritation.  After  a  few  days 
matter-  exudes  from  the  eyes  and  one  awakes  in 
the  morning  to  find  them  quite  closed.  1  he  com 
plaint  lasts  in  some  cases  for  several  weeks.  A 
lotion  composed  of  sulphate  of  zinc  is  said  to  be 
the  best  remedy. 

I  have  lived  in  no  countr  y  where  the  longing  for 
rain  during  the  hot  summer  months  is  so  intense 
as  it  is  here.  Everything  is  parched,  the  apples 
literally  bake  on  the  trees;  one-half  of  many  of 
them  being  quite  discoloured.  Few  vegetables  can 
be  kept  alive  without  constant  watering,  and  in 
many  cases  the  water  has  to  be  brought  from  a 
great  distance.  Oppressed  by  the  extreme  heat, 
the  birds  refuse  to  sing,  and  the  cattle  assemble  in 
the  forenoon  under  the  tall  Eucalyptus  trees,  where 
they  r  est  till  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  only 
redeeming  characteristic  of  the  Australian  climate 
is  the  coolness  of  the  summer  nights.  The  ther- 
mometer after  rising  to  94°  in  the  shade  during 
the  day  often  falls  to  6o°  in  the  night. 


simply  to  bad  management. —  I Inydn's  Dictionary  of 
Dates,  17th  lid.  1886. 


of  your  houoiii  ed 
you  this  evening,  I 


FROM  THE  BA  TTLE-FIELD  AT  CHAN- 
CELL  ORS  VILL  E  INTO  LIB  BY 
PRISON. 


Read  before  the  Yokohama  Literary  Society, 
March  16,  1894,  by  Clay  MacCauley,  Lieutenant 
in  the  isuth  Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, U.S.A. 


Note. — Chancellorsville,  Virginia,  U.S.,  a  large 
brick  hotel,  once  kept  by  a  Mr.  Chancellor,  was  the 
site  of  severe  sanguinary  conflicts  between  the  Ameri- 
can Federal  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  General 
Hooker,  and  the  Confederates  under  General  Lee.  On 
the  29th  April,  1863,  the  Federal  army  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  :  on  and  May,  General  "Stonewall" 
Jackson  furiously  attacked  and  routed  the  right  wing, 
but  was  mortally  wounded  by  his  own  party  firing  on 
him  by  mistake.  General  Stuart  took  his  command, 
and  after  a  severe  conflict  on  3rd  and  4th  May,  with 
great  loss  to  both  parties,  the  Federals  were  compelled 
to  recross  the  Rappahannock.  The  struggle  was 
compared  to  that  at  Hougemont  during  the  battle  of 
Waterloo.  Jackson  died  10th  Miiy.  Hooker's  loss 
was  17,000  men,  of  whom  5,000  were  made  prisoners, 
Lee's  loss  was  about  13,000,  of  whom  3,000  were  pri- 
soners. The  result  of  this  battle  has  always  been  an 
enigma  to  military  critics.  Hooker's  army  was  com- 
posed of  the  best  of  material,  was  well  equipped  and 
full  of  spirit,  and  numbered  120,000,  while  Lee's  force 
was  62,000.  Hooker  succeeded  in  turning  Lee's  posi- 
tion, and  in  forcing  him  out  of  his  fortified  camp  into 
the  open  field,  where  a  complete  victory  for  the 
national  forces  seemed  so  easy  of  attainment  as  to  be 
well-nigh  certain.    That  it  was  not  won,  was  due 


In  answering  the  invitation 
Piesident  to   lecture   before  yi 
venture  to  offer  some  personal  recollections  of  Ibis 
great  historic  event,  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
logeiher  with  a  recital  of  some  of  my  expet  iences  im- 
mediately following  it.    I  am  no  military  scientist 
Competent  critics  long  ago  passed  judgment  upor. 
the  battle  and  laid  the  responsibility  for  the  de  feat 
of  the  Union  army  upon  those  who  should  bear 
of  the  conflict  as  a  whole  I  have  nothing  to  say 
My  purpose  now  is  simply  to  recall  for  you  some 
experiences  in  the  battle,  eventful  for  me,  which 
although  of  no  great  historical  value,  were  some 
what  unique,  and  may,  moreover,  claim  to  be  of 
mor  e  than  merely  personal  interest.   I  have  leai  ned 
that  the  Culmination  of  the  disasti  oils  conflict  came 
on  the  morning  of  May  3rd  between  eight  and  ten 
o'clock.   General  Doubleday,  in  his  gr  aphic  histor  y 
of  the  engagement,  speaks  of  a  par  t  of  those  Clili 
cal  hours  in  these  words  : — "  The  sir  uggle  increased 
in  violence.    The  rebels  were  detei  mined  to  break 
through  the  lines  and  our  men  equally  determined 
not  to  give  way.    Well  might  De  Trobriand  styl 
it,  '  a  mad  and  desperate  battle  !'  Again  and  aga 
Rodes'  and  Hill's  divisions  renewed  the  attempt 
and  were  temporarily  successful,  and  again  was 
the  bleeding  remnant  of  their  forces  flung  back  in 
disor  der."    The  momentous  event  for  me  occurred 
dining  that  temporary  success  of  Generals  Rodes 
and  Hill. 

But  let  me  say  a  few  words  of  what  happened 
previous  to  this  occurence.      I  was  a  lieutenant 
in    a   Pennsylvania  regiment,   in    Geneial  Hum 
phrey's  Division,  Third  of  the  t'ifth  Corps,  This 
division  had  had  hard  marching  and  excessive 
work  for  its  share  ever  since  it  had  broken  camp 
Monday,  April  27th.    We  had  made  a  long  rapid' 
del  our  towards  our  objective  point  by  way 
Kelly's  and  Ely's  fords  in  the  Rappahannock  and 
Rapidaw  rivers.    At  Kelly's  ford  we  were  detailed 
as  the  rear  guard   of  the  nth  and  I2lh  Corps. 
Our  woik  was  to  take  up  pontoon  bridges  from 
streams  swollen   by  heavy  rains,  and  to  move 
by  night  and  by    forced  marches.     A  journal 
kept  al  the  time,  has  this  record  of  April  301! 
"  An   awful,   terrible    march,   my  feet  are  very 
sore  and  are  blistered.    Had  to  cut  open  my 
boots."     Looking  back  over  the  history  of  the 
campaign,   it  now  appears  that  it  was  not  the 
original  intention  of  General   Hooker,  our  com 
tnander,  to  use  us  for  fighting.    Our  term  of  enlist 
ment  would  expire  in  a  short  time,  and  he  ap 
parently  had  decided  to  make  of  our  division  j 
sort  of  factotum  in  his  preparations  for  the  conflict 
In  performing  this  duly,  Friday  became  a  day  for 
our  division  which  I  shall  never  forget.  Already 
we  had  been  gieatly  fatigued  by  our  night-march- 
ings and  our  hard  work.     But  on  that  day  there 
came  a  grand  climax.    We  made  a  "quick  time 
recoiinoissance  to  Banks'  Ford,  nearly  five  miles 
away  on  the  Confederate  right.    Reaching  that 
point  we  were  suddenly  "  'bout  faced  "  and  were 
sent  back  at  a  "  double  quick  "  pace  to  our  start- 
ing  place.    It  seemed  at  limes  in  that  movement 
that   human    endurance  could    last    no  longer. 
Upon  our  return  fierce  skirmishing  on  our  centre  at 
Slocum's  Corps,  of  which  we  had  had  some  leaden 
token,  was  not  at  all  cheering  under  the  circum 
stances.    At  last,  however,  our  tribulations  seemed 
to  be  over.  Before  nightfall  we  were  in  position  011 
the  extreme  left,  011  a  high  bluff,  in  a  beautiful  wood, 
our  own  left  resting  on  the  river  bank,  covering' 
our  army's  impoi  taut  line  of  retreat  and  supply,  the 
U.S.  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock.    Then  we  con- 
cluded that  the  army  was  finally  in  position  and  our 
division  assigned  to  a  place  wholly  free  from  peril 
of  balls  or  assault.    Nothing  of  the  enemy  could 
be  seen  or  heard  at  our  front.    We  threw  up  en- 
trenchments and  began  to  take  time  at  our  ease. 
We   were  delightfully  comfortable  that  first  of 
May  evening,  tired  though  we  were.     We  could 
hear  distant  skirmishing.    We  were  nearly  three 
miles  away  from  the  point  of  Confederate  resist- 
ance to  Hooker's  advance,  and  were  on  impreg 
liable  heights.    Over  our  pipes  we  talked  of  the 
day's  events.     There  was  first  to  talk  of,  our 
Commander's  boast  in   General  Order  No.  47, 
which  had  been  read  to  us  that  morning,  to  the 
effect  that  we  had  "completely  surrounded  the 
rebels,"  and  that  they  would  "  either  have  to  fly 
ingloi  iously  or  come  out  from  their  breastworks 
where  destruction  was  certain,"  and  that  "the 
operations   of  the  5th,    nth,   and    12th  Corps 
were  a  series  of  splendid  achievements."  This 
was  very  flattering  and  reassuring.    Also  we  had 
considerable  amusement  over  an  incident  which 
fell  to  us  in  our  swift  recoiinoissance  on  the  river 
road  to  Banks'  Ford.     We  had  passed  through 
a  Confederate  camp  apparently  hastily  deseited  at 
our  approach.    Tents  had  been  left  standing,  fires 
burning,  clothing,    food    and    utensils  scattered 
about  on  the  ground,  two  caissons  broken  down 


and  tell  lying  in  the  road,  and  ammunition  upset 
to  become  our  spoil,  by  men  loo  much  in  a  huriy 
10  gather  it  up.  I  am  saying  only  what  we 
thought.  I  do  not  know  that  we  had  frightened 
anybody  to  this  extent.  Bui  lire  supposition 
thai  our  coming  had  set  the  southerners  to  going 
made  us  jubilant.  In  this  good  mood  at  length 
we  fell  into  well-earned  sleep  on  the  soft  leaves 
under  great  trees,  that  bright  and  peifect  May 
Day  night.  Let  me  speak  just  one  word  here,  in 
passing,  of  the  kind  of  country  in'  which  the 
Chancellorsville  fight  took  place.  Very  little  of  that 
region  was  open  space.  For  the  most  pari  it 
was  heavily  wooded,  the  woods  densely  under- 
grown,  and  almost  impassible.  The  two  famous 
■'plank  roads"  and  a  turnpike,  were  ihe  only 
continuous  clear  stretches  through  the  wilder- 
ness excepting  two  or  three  quite  obscure  and 
pi  imitive  woodways.  Add  to  these  char  acter  isircs 
a  few  houses  with  small  open  spaces  about  them, 
some  low  heights,  seveial  wide  marshes  and  smali 
streams,  and  you  will  have  an  idea  of  the  topo- 
graphy in  general  of  that  district.  These  pecu- 
liaiiii-is  made  the  disposition  and  movement  of 
troops  exceedingly  difficult.  And  to  these  pecu- 
larities,  in  large  part,  may  be  attributed  the  suc- 
cess of  "  Stonewall  "Jackson's  ten  ible  anddecisive 
Jescent  upon  our  extreme  light,  on  Saturday 
evening. 

But  10  continue    my  personal    story.  Friday 
night  we  passed  in  almost  unbroken  sleep.  We 
awoke   that   fateful  Saturday  well   rested,  con- 
fident that  before  the  day  should  close  our  centre 
and  tight  would  break  the  enemy's  opposition  to 
Hooker 's  advance,  and  give  a  clear  road  for  our 
long  desired  movement  towards  the  Confederate 
capital.    Saturday  was  quiet  on  the  left.    We  lay 
lazily  aboutdoing  nothing.   The  distant  fighting  at 
the  centre  was  continuous  most  of  the  day  though. 
The  sound  of  the  musketry  firing  and  cannonad- 
ing rose  and  fell  like  that  of  a  passing  thunder- 
storm.  At  times  the  sound  seemed  like  the  booming 
and  dash  of  a  wave-beaten  shore  carried  to  the  ear 
on  the  gusts  of  a  fitful  wind.    Nothing  eventful 
took  place  with  us  except  the  mild  excitement  of 
seeing  a  small  battery  of  our  own  forces  drag  into 
place  at  our  left.  We  ate,  slept,  smoked  pipes,  and 
talked.    Towards  evening  an  accidental  shot  by 
one  of  our  picquets  rallied  us  "  to  arms,"  but  we 
soon  broke  ranks.     We  did  not  know  that  the 
great  genius  of  lUe  southern  armies  "  Stonewall  " 
Jackson,    was  just   then  executing   one    of  his 
boldest  and  most  masterly  movements,  the  move- 
ment so  fraught  with    doom  to  Hooker's  army. 
He  had  taken  26,000  men,  cut  himself  free  from 
Genei  al  Lee,  and  by  an  obscure  road  was  speeding 
lowaids  the  listless  nth  Corps,  on  our  farthest 
ight.    We  heard  a  violent  outburst  of  battle  to- 
wards sundown,  but  we  did  not  know  then  that 
ackson's  forces,  like  a  mighty  torrent  had  swept 
dowiTon  the  right,  which,  almost  like  a  sand  heap, 
had  been  trailed  out  into  the  wilderness  and  left 
there  unguarded  and  unprepared  for  such  an  on- 
set.   This  decisive  event  of  the  battle  it  was  that 
brought   about  the  disaster   which   befel   us  of 
Humphrey's  division,  so  comfortable  then  in  our 
ease  and  safety  on  the  left.      It  is  said  that  so 
ill-guarded  was  the  extreme  right  of  our  army  that 
Jackson's  attack  upon  it  was  almost  a  complete 
surprise;  that  the  fierce  rush  of  the  southerners 
came  in  almost  simultamously  with  our  picquets. 
The  r  esult  was,  Jackson  fairly  put  the  nth  Corps 
to  rout,  and  left  it  for  the  rest  of  the  battle  hoys  de 
combat.    Though  ignorant  of  its  purport,  I  heard 
the  crash  of  the  far-off  conflict.    It  was  midnight 
before  I  fell  asleep.    The  next  morning,  Sunday, 
we  were  awakened  at  daybreak  by  heavy  irregular 
'  amping  at  our  rear.    Rising  and  looking  around 
saw,  moving  along  among  the  trees,  a  ver  y  broken 
and    most   demoralized  trail  of  soldiers.      I  in- 
stantly felt  what  it  meant.    Our  lime  had  come. 
We  must  go  into  action.    We  soon  learned  that 
this  was  the  remnant  of  the  nth  Corps,  and  that 
had  been  sent  to  occupy  our  safe  place.  Our 
ivision  was  all    bustle  and  preparation  then. 
Coffee  and  "hard  tack,"  board-like  biscuits,  were 
soon  swallowed.    With  the  risen  sun  our  division 
was  off,  going  it  a  "  double  quick  "  pace  towards 
the  right,  where  desperate  fighting  had  already 
been  lenewed.    In  a  short  time  we   were  under 
cannon  fir  e.    At  length  near  Chancellorville  hotel 
we  were  halted.    Our  three  miles  run  had  been 
severe  beginning   for  the   day.    We  remained 
where  we  had  halted,  under  fire  for  nearly  an 
hour.    Then,  in  column,  we  moved  on  past  the 
famous  house,  past  the  foi  ty  guns  which  had  been 
massed  in  the  open  space  beyond  the  house,  and 
towards  the  woods  where,  at  the  right,  a  sharp 
ashing  whirr  of  musketry  rose  above  all  the 
ther  dr  eadful  sounds  which  filled  the  air.  The 
orrors  of  battle  began  to  appear.    In  our  path 
many  had  met  with  wounds  and  death  in  the  regi- 
ments   which  had  preceded  us.      We   made  a 
short  halt  where  these  dead  and  wounded  were 
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lying. 


This  was  a  most  trying  ordeal.    Had  trie 
op  continued  long  it  migltl  have  been  demoral- 
izing    With  nothing  to  do,  and  Willi  mutilation 
and  death  visible  at  our  feel,  and  with  peril  to 
ourselves  increasing,  large  drafts  were  made  upon 
moral  resou.ces.     Fo.tunalely  the  ha  t  was  but 
for  a  few  niomenis.    Then,  by  the  right  flank  we 
advanced  in  line  of  battle.    And  what  an  advance  ! 
Leaving  the  open  field  we  entered  the  wilderness. 
Our  p. ogress    was    for  the  most   pari  a  mere 
scramble,  over  logs,  through  dense  underbrush, 
briars  and  in  swamp  mud.  We  were  scratched  and 
btuised.  and  our  clothing  was  torn.  But  we  pushed 
on  for  about  a  hund.ed  yards  into  the  thicket 
In  somewhat  thinner  woods  we  we.  e  hailed  .and 
when  in  line,  lay  down  and  began  to  load  and  fire 
at  will.    It  was  an  ugly  give  and  take.    We  could 
not  see  the  enemy,  but  the  whizz  and  ling  of  their 
bullets  proved  that  they  were  not  far  away.  How 
lone  this  aimless  fi.ing  continued  I  do  not  know. 
But  as  the  excitement  gtew,  many  of  the  men 
rose' to  their  feel,  fired,  and  remained  standing  to 
load  and  fire.     By  a  little  experience  just  then  I 
realized  how  much  support  numbers  may  be  to 
each  in  a  common   danger.    One  of  my  men  in 
his  haste  had  shot  away  his  ramrod.    He  held  up 
the  musket  to  show  me  what  he  had  done.  With- 
out thinking  I  started  to  the  rear,  where,  a  short 
distance  away  I  knew  lay  a  musket.    No  sooner 
had  I  left  touching  distance  of  my  company  when 
ii  resistible  sense  of  loneliness  and  dread  seized 
Each  step  away  made  the  sensation  more 
Soon   I  was  practically  panic  stricken. 
Somehow,  however,  I  got  the  ramrod  of  the  dead 
man's  musket,  and  went  back  to  the  hue  on  the 
run     With  the  return  to  my  men  came  assurance 
and  courage.    I  never  felt  more  alone  or  help- 
less than  in  those  few  moments  of  separation  from 
my  comrades.    The  air  seemed   full  of  hissing, 
shrieking  demons,  and  I  was  sine  that  each  next 
moment  would  bring  death.    The  fight  went  on. 
So  continuous  and  full  had  been  the  firing  that 
the  unde.  brush  at  our  front  was  liteially  cut  down 
at  about  waist  height.    Gradually  I  noticed  one 
another  of   my  men  cease  firing.  Ammu- 
becoming  exhausted-     We  sent  for 
None  were  to  be  had.    Something  had 
The  men  began  to  feel  it.  Then, 
the  firing  slackened  I  saw  a  foieboding  dis- 
right.    A  feeling  of  suspense  and 
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doubt  seemed  to  tin  ill  along  the 
that  lime  I  felt  a  blow  on  my  light  side  as  if  I  had 
been  struck  by  a  heavy  hammer.    A  glancing  ball 
had  hit  me.    The  disorder,  changing  into  tumult, 
came  nearer  and  neater.    At  last,  it  swept  in  upon 
the  company  next  to  mine  and  then  struck  my  own 
company's  right.    Rising  in  successive  i  anks  from 
ihe  ground,  the  men,  with  questioning  looks  at  one 
another,  stalled,  at  first  slowly  and  then  rapidly, 
backward.     It  was  not  a  panic.    It  was  a  neces- 
sary retreal  of  almost  helpless  men  from  a  coming 
danger  which  they  felt  themselves  powerless  to  re 
sist.    They  were  good  soldiers.    They  had  led  in 
the  boldest  and  faithest  charge  made  by  the  Union 
feces  up  Marye's  Heights  at  Fredericksburg  ' 
the  pieceding  December.    I  have  read  that  that 
chaige  was  characterized  by  the  Confederate  Ge 
ueral  Ransom  as  "  a  last  desperate  and  maddened 
attack."    The  division  in  that  assault  had  more 
than  a  thousand  men  killed  and  wounded  in  its  two 
bi  igades.  But  what  can  men,  without  ammunition 
and  seeing  the  line  of  which  they  form  part  steadily 
breaking  away  from  befoie  some  oncoming  force, 
do  ?    A  wave  rolling  backward  on  a  curving  beach 
does  not  more  steadily  sweep  broken  on  its  way 
than  did  the  retreat  of  our  battle  line  from  righ 
to  left  that  Sunday  morning.     The  enemy  dis 
coveiing  that  our  ammunition  was  exhausted  had 
"charged"  us,  striking  our  extreme. right,  mud 
as  one  line  of  ihe  letter  V  meets  the  other.  What 
then  happened  to  me,  a  letter  written   not  long 
afterwards  tells  ill  these  words  : — "  Soon,  I  fottn 
myself  alone.     I  saw  ihat  I  must  run  or  be  killer 
I  started  to  run,  but  after  a  few  steps  my  sword 
scabbaid  caught  between  my  legs  and  threw  me 
down  oil  my  face.  Up  again,  I  tried  to  break  ihrougli 
the  bushes;  I  fell  again,  and  was  so  exhausted  that 
I  could  go  no  farther.     I  ciawled  alongside  one  of 
our  wounded,  and  ill  a  moment  the  rebels  were 
on  me."    I  remember  well  now  thai  poor  fellow,  at 
whose  side  I  was,  his  body  torn  open  by  a  shell. 
Seeing  me  he   had  begged    for  water.     I  was 
about  to  give  him  my  canteen,  when,  looking  up, 
I  discovered  ihe  rebels  lapidly  coming  through 
ihe  brush.     Those  moments   are  now  like  the 
memoiy  of  some  dreadful  dream.    Instinctively  I 
started  to  rise.      Bui  as  I  rose  I  saw  a  skirmisher 
lake  a  sudden  and  nol  very  agreeable  interest  in 
me.     With   a  je<k  he   raised  his  musket  from 
charge  to  direct  aim.    I  was  his  mark.  Perhaps 
some  of  you  understand  just  what  it  is  to  look  into 
a  loaded  gun,  its  hammer  up  and  the  trigger  under 
the  finger  of  a  man  who  would  just  as  soon  pull 
as  not.    Under  the  circumstances  naturally  I  re- 


mained just  where  I  was,  half  risen.  For  several 
seconds  I  looked  inlo  the  muzzle  of  that  advancing 
musket.  I  saw  as  in  a  mist  many  moving  men,  and 
heard  the  noise  of  their  rush.  But  my  brain  was  con- 
centrated on  that  one  advancing  figure.  He  came 
upon  me  swifter  then  I  speak  of  him  now.  When 
within  a  few  paces  distance  down  came  his  musket 
to  a  charge,  and  with  ihe  bayonet  at  my  breast  ihe 

man  yelled,  "  You  of  a  ,  give 

me  that  sword."  While  he  was  speaking  ihe  charg- 
ing line  came  up  and  passed.    Two  regiments  deep 
it  was.    I  afterwards  learned  that  the  6th  and  51I1 
Alabamas  were  at  our  immediate  front.     My  cap- 
tor, a  big  tawny-bearded  fellow,  seeing  that  I  was 
but  a  boy  changed  his  manner  at  once  when  I 
gave  him  my  sword.    As  I  did  not  rise  he  asked 
me  if  I  was  hint.    "  I  do'nt  know,"  I  replied,  and 
added,  "  Get  me  out  of  this  as  quick  as  you  can." 
I  suddenly  remembered  that  just  beyond  where  out- 
line had  entered  the  tangle,  in  the  open  space  were 
batteries  consisting  of  about  forty  guns,  planted 
in  crescent  and  beating  on  the  woods.    I  thought 
that  our  men  would  fall  back  to  these  batteries 
and  rally  there.     I  was  sure  too  that  as  soon  as  the 
rebels  should  appear  at  the  edge  of  ihe  woods, 
something  would  happen.     I  had  no  desire  to  be 
killed  by  the  grape,  canister,  shell  or  anything  else 
shot  from  our  own  guns.    I  consequently  urged 
retreat  into  the  southern  works  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  in  a  direction  I  pointed  out.      My  new 
acquaintance  from  Alabama  agreed  with  me.  He 
put  a   strong  arm  under  my  shoulders  and,  half 
carrying  me,  started  for  ihe  rear.      I  cannot  le" 
how  far  we  had  gone— perhaps  it  was  a  hundred 
yards— when  the  expected  something  happened 
It  seemed  as  though  a  hurt  icane  out  of  a  clear  sky 
had  all  at  once  burst  upon  thai  forest.     We  had 
just  reached  a  breast  work  behind  which  there  was 
quite  a  deep  hole.    With  the  fit  st  crash  among  the 
trees,  into  that  we  fell.    For  about  ten  minutes 
a  roaring    torrent  of  iron   plunged  through  the 
air  over  us;    At  once  we  were  almost  covered  up 
fallen    liee    branches.     The  noise  was  hot' 
ible.    Gradually  the  devastating  stream  ceased 
but,  as    it    slackened,    back    came    the  south 
em    crowd,    pell    mell,    all    in    disorder,  really 
a  bleeding  remnant"  as  General  Doubleday 
wrote  of  it;  and  back  wilh  the  retreating  masses 
we  two  scrambled  towards  the  further  rear.  Soon 
the  companies    halted    under    the  commanding 
shouts  of  their  officers,  and    I  was    hurried  on 
farther  to  where  I  met  at  leuglh  General  Rodes 
to  whom  I  surrendered  and  by  whom  I  was  sent 
still  farther  backwards.      Our  further  way  lay 
over  one  of  the  "Plank  Roads,"  so  much  spoken  of 
in  connection  with  the  Chancellorsville  fight.  On 
this  road  the  struggle  of  the  day  and  night  before 
had  been  severest.    Our  own  and  the  Confedei  ate 
dead  by  the  score  there  lay  side  by  side.  Twice 
batteries  plunged  past  us,  the  hoofs  of  the  horses, 
and  the  caissons'  wheels,  crushing  and  mutilating 
Ihe  dead  bodies  of  ft  iend  and  foe.    Along  the  road 
side  were  gathered  hundreds  of  the  wounded  of 
both  armies.    Their  only  shelter  from  the  blazing 
sun  being  blankets  stretched  over  them,  held  in 
place  by  the  closed  hammers  of    muskets,  ihe 
muskets  revetsed    and    stuck    upright   inlo  the 
ground  by  their  bayonets.     It  was  a  sickening 
inarch.   Confederate  reserves  passed  us,  hurrying 
to  the  front  at  "  double  quick  time,"  and  supplies 
of  ammunition  were  being  carried  forward.  F 
ther  on  we  reached  what,  I  was  told,  had  been  the 
first  front  line  of  the  "  Yankee  "  breastworks.  At 
that  point  was  a  house,  filled  with,  and  surrounded 
by  wounded  and  dying  of  the  hapless  nth  Corps 
Many  evidence?  of  a  fearful  struggle  were  visible 
there.    Leaving  these  we  soon  entered  the  original 
Confederate  position.     I  was  there  delivered  over 
to  an   officer  and   became  one   mote  in  a  laige 
crowd  of  our  own  men  chiefly  of  the  1 1  til  Corps, 
already  galheied  theie.    At  last  the  morning 
horror  was  past.     I  threw  jnyself  down  upon  the 
ground  physically  exhausted,  a  discouraged,  mi- 
serable prisoner  of  war.    Let  me  take  this  place 
to  acknowledge,  however,  that  from  the  southern 
soldiers  who  had  anything  to  do  wilh  us  on  ihe 
battle  field  we  received  nothing  except  kind  treat- 
ment, and  as  fat   as  I  could  see,  much  had  been 
done  for  our  wounded.    A  number  of  our  own 
surgeons  had  been  left  within  the  Confederate  lines 
with  the  wounded  while  Confederate,  stugeons  were 
giving  their  set  vices  to  the  injured  of  both  armies. 

Afler  a  shott  rest,  I  began  to  lake  observa- 
tions of  my  new  situation  and  surroundings.  One 
of  the  things  most  to  attract  attention  was  the 
generally  miserable  appearance  of  ihe  soldiers  of 
Jackson's  Cotps.  Dirt  and  tatters  seemed  lo  be 
the  rule  in  their  clothing,  and  a  used  tip,  emaciat- 
ed look  In  their  physique.  They  wetewhat  one 
would  call  "  a  hatd  looking  crowd."  Nor  could 
one  style  them  "weaieis  of  ihe  giay."  Dusty 
brown  rather  were  they,  from  their  rusty  slouch 
hats,  sand)' beat  lis,  sallow  skins,  bnl I er-nui  coats 
and  li  onset  s  down  to  iheir  mud-stained  shoes.  I 


thought  them  emaciated,  I  said,  but  pet  haps  I 
would  better  say  that  they  were  lank  and  lean. 
Certainly  ihey  had  shown  remarkable  endurance, 
and  they  were  yet  able  to  do  exhausting  and  des- 
perate work.    I  suppose  the  facts  really  were,  that 
already  the  Confederacy  was  beginning  to  surfer 
from  poverty  in  its  commissariat,  and  thai,  accus- 
tomed to  the  round  well-fed  look  of  the  soldieis  of 
the  north  I  could  not  judge  correctly  of  men 
who  had  become  chiefly  sinew  and  bone  by  such 
work  as  "Stonewall"  Jackson  exacted  of  them. 
Nevertheless,  as  we  soon  found  out,  the  Confeder- 
ate commissariat  was  neither  well  filled  nor  luxuri- 
ous.   One  of  our  guards  gave  me  a  small  piece  of 
his  "hard  tack"  for  luncheon,  and  told  me  that 
they  were  all  on  short  rations.    We  officers,  as  it 
proved,  were  unfortunate  in  having  put  our  haver- 
sacks on  pack-mules  that  morning  befoie  going 
inlo  action.    Consequently,  we  had  become,  in 
every  sense  of  Ihe  word,  dependents  on  our  cap- 
tors' bounty.     How  generous  that  was  the  recoid 
of  the  next  few  days  will  show.    Towards  noon  the 
prisoners  were  formed  into  a  sort  of  column,  ihe 
members  of   the  numerous    northern  regiments 
anging  side  by  side  as  chance  ordered,  and  were 
slat  led  off  southward  on  a  toad  towards  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court  House  ;  we  were  guarded  by  a  South 
Carolina  regiment.      By  the  way  we  marched,  it 
was  about  fifteen  miles,  to  the  Court  House,  which 
at  nightfall  we  reached.    We  wei  e  driven  inlo  the 
Court  House  enclosute,  where  we  spent  the  night 
on  the  grass  under  the  shelter  of  overspreading 
trees.    As  I  lay  there,  looking  up  at  the  quiet  stat  s 
and  sky,  I  realized  for  the  first  time  what  the 
events  of  the  day  meant.    I  was  a  prisoner,  and 
doomed   lo, —  I  could  not  tell  what.    I  dreaded 
the  revelations  of  the  unknown  future,  but  worse 
than  all  I  suffered  from  ihe  thought  of  the  sus- 
pense of  the  father  and  mother  at  home,  who 
would    not  know  what  had  become  of  the  boy 
they  had  expected  so  soon  to  see.    At  last  I  went 
to  sleep  with  a  miserable  depression  of  brain  and 
heart. 

We  were  on  the  road  early  the  next  morning. 
No  coffee  or  food  had  we  had  to  statt  the  day  with, 
and  already  some  of  us  had  begun  to  feel  ihe 
effects  of  our  unusual  fast.    Spottsylvania  Court 
House  was  a  beautiful  place.    It  was  not  a  town. 
It  was  composed  of  the  county  court  building,  a 
tavern,  a  residence  house  or  two,  and  one  or  two 
country  churches.    But  there  were  open  and  green 
fields  there  and  beautiful  trees.    That  Monday's 
march  was  silent  and  dreary.    We  saw  but  few 
people  and  passed  but  few  houses.    No  signs  of 
war  were  apparent.     Our    column    must  have 
seemed  more  like  a  doleful  gang  of  condemned 
ciiminals  lhan  a  body   of   honourably  defeated 
soldiers.      Most  of  us  were  in  a  sorry  condition 
from    btuises,    and    scratches    received    in  that 
ssramble  in  the  wilderness.    The  clothing  of  some 
was  so  loin  that  arms,  legs,  and  even  backs  and 
chests  were  laid  bare.    Only  these  incidents  of  that 
day  ate  fresh  in   memory.    During  one  of  our 
halts,  near  a  good-looking  house,  a  woman  gave 
to  the  Major  commanding  our  guard,  a  small 
Confederacy  flag,  which,  lo  please  her,  he  flaunted 
over  us  as  he  rode  by,  with  the  declaration  that 
now  we  would  have  to  march  under  that  flag  for 
a  while.    This  was  the  first  real  insult  offered  us. 
At  another  place,  a  little  woman  came  tunning 
down  a  path  from  her  house  to   the  road  side, 
fairly  wild  wilh  revengeful  rage.    She  clasped  her 
little  fists  and  shook  them  at  its,  her  black  eyes 
spatkling.    With  a  sort  of  scream  she  cried  oul, 
"Kill  'em  all,  Colonel, right  here  for  me!"  Coloured 
people,  slaves,  at  times  came  out  from  their  cabins  to 
look,  but  never  a  word  said  they.    This  gloomy 
march  lasted  for  about  thirteen  miles,  when,  late  in 
the  afternoon,  we  crossed  the  Ny  Rivet,  teached 
Guinea's  Station  on  the  Richmond  and  Fi  edet  icks- 
burg  railway  and  were  halted  in  a  low  meadow, 
which  as  I  have  learned  was  but  a  continuation  of 
what  is  called     Standard's  Marsh."    We  were 
neatly  a  mile  northwest  of  the  slalion.  Guinea's 
was  at  that  time  ihe  base  of  supply  for  Lee's 


army. 

Monday  night 
who  slept  at  all. 
wet,  we  had  been 


we  slept  miserably,  those 
The  ground  was  soft  and 
without  food  all  the  day  ;  we 
did  not  have  even  the'  comforl  of  fires.  The 
strain  had  begun  to  tell.  But  we  had  reach- 
ed a  railroad.  That  fact  had  some  consolation  in 
it,  and  we  were  only  about  fotly-five  miles  from 
Richmond.  Tuesday  mottling  dawned.  A  notice- 
able stir  at  the  station  aroused  our  wondei  menl. 
The  rumour  spread  among  us  thai  the  tebels  had, 
afler  all,  been  whipped.  Trains  of  baggage 
waggons  came  in  from  Fi  eidricksburg,  their  horses 
;it  the  gallop.  We  heard  reports  that  the  rebels 
were  making  preparations  for  a  wholesale  removal 
of  iheir  supplies  towat  ds  Richmond.  Hope  of  re- 
capture by  our  own  men  sprang  up.  But  the  hope 
soon  fell.  We  made  a  request  for  food.  Wewete 
answered  that  there  was  none.    We  asked  for 
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wood.  "  None  to  be  had,"  was  llic  leply.  The 
day  dragged  along.    In  ihe  afternoon  ■  waggon 

was  di  i veil  into  Otlt'  CAinp  with  rations,  we  were 
tolil.     It  brought  to   ns  a  half-barrel  of  salt  beef 

and  «  barrel  ol  flour.   These  rations  were  dis- 

rihuted.      But  tin's  was  the  style  of  distribution 
The  ban  el  of  flour  wa»  tumbled  from  the  waggon 
on  to  the  ground,     The  barrel  burst  open  where  it 
fell.    At  the  side  of  the  flour  was  dropped  the 
beef.    That  was  our   hosts,  style  of  serving  us. 
Now,  hungry  as  we  were  what  could  we  do  with 
either  flour  or  beef?    Wo  had  neither  kettles  nor 
fiie.    Thei e  lay  the  two  gifts  of  food.  Gradually 
the  flour  absoi  bed  moisture  from  the  earth  and 
became  dirty  brown  paste,  and  the  beef  look  on 
ironical  red,  white,  and  blue  lints  from  exposure 
to  air  and  water.    Some  tried  to  eat  of  the  pasty 
flour  but  soon  had  to  give  over  the  effort.  We 
began  to  long  for  transportation  to  Richmond. 
There,  we  fell  sure, we  should  get  both  shelter  and 
something  to  eat.    Bui  Tuesday  night  came,  and 
again   we  lay  down  for  a  night  in  the  marshy 
meadow.    With  Wednesday  morning  a  chilling 
north  east  wind  arose  and   clouding  skies.  Wt 
did  not  seem  to  have  anything  to  wake  up  for. 
Thai  camp  of  Union  soldiers  was  about  as  unhappy 
a  looking  set  of  men  as  you  could  bear  to  see. 
Our  clothing  was  wet  through  and  through,  and 
our  stomachs  were  still  empty.    But  a  few  of  us 
determined  that  if  possible  something  should  be 
done.  What  others  did  I  do  not  know.  This  story, 
as  you  know, centres  around  myself.  Therefore  what 
three  of  those  wretched  men  with  me  did  to  solve  the 
problem  I  can  recount.    We  begged  permission  to 
go  to  a  house  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  to  try 
to  find  food.   Our  request  was  granted  and,  a  kind- 
heailed  fellow  happened  to  be  our  guard.  With 
some  renewed  hope  we  began  our  foraging  expedi- 
tion.    At  thai  house  lay  General  "Stonewall" 
Jackson,  dying.     From  our  guard  we  learned  that 
Jackson   was  is  an  extremely  critical  condition. 
We  did  not  get  quite  to  the  house.    At  a  cabin 
near-by, we  found  an  old  coloured  woman.  She  had 
bill  little.  We  returned  to  the  camp,  however,  with 
an  old. hen  for  which  we  paid  $5.00  in  United  States 
money,  together  with  about  a  quart  of  corn-meal 
which  cost  us  $1.00.    On  the  way  back  our  soft- 
hearted guard  led  us  by  a  tent  near  the  railway, 
and  allowed  us  to  pick  up  an  old  castaway  iron 
tea  kettle  lying  there.    Then  came  the  question  of 
how  to  cook  our  dinner.  The  generous  rebel  helped 
us  to  gather  some  small  sticks  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ny  and,  in  the  little  river  there  was  water 
more  than  we  needed.    The  fire  problem,  however, 
was  difficult  lo  solve.    A  pocket  knife  had  cut  off 
the  hen's  head  and  anatomized  her  body.  Then, 
corn-meal  and  water  were  well  mixed  together 
in  the   rusty  kettle.    But   the  wood  was  damp 
and  the  river  bank  was  wet.    After  all  our  efforts 
therefore  we  could  not  get  quite  as  much  fire  as 
smoke,  and  I  know  it  was  hard   work  holding 
the  kettle  in  the  smoke.    Not  a  stone  on  which 
to  rest  the  kettle  could  be  found.     But  suddenly 
in  the  midst  of  our  proceedings  came  a  crisis  and 
catastrophe.    The  novel  soup  was  not  even  quite 
hike  warm,  when  all  at  once  all  officers  were  ordered 
to  fall  into  line.     We  obeyed  the  orders  of  course, 
and  hastened  into  camp,  but  each  of  us  our  took 
place  in  the  ranks  carrying  with  him  a  handful  of 
dripping  chicken  and  warm  corn  meal.   One  of  our 
number  still  held  on  to  the  precious  kettle.  "To 
Richmond,"  was  the  cry.    With  this  prospect  to 
stimulate  us,  we  started  for  the  station.    On  the 
way  we  disposed  of  our  grabs  of  raw  chicken.  It 
was  almost  nightfall  when  we  reached  the  rail-line. 
By  that  time  thesky  had  become  densely  clouded. 
Already  a  thick  mist  was  driving  by  on  a  chill 
wind.    "Hope  deferred  makelh  the  heait  sick," 
it  is  written.    So  as  night  closed  in,  it  was  with  in- 
creasing heaviness  of  heart  that  in  vain  we  strain- 
ed our  eyes  to  find  the  cars  which  were  to  take  us 
away    from    that    place   of   increasing  torture. 
Everything  was  in  confusion  about  the  station. 
Trains  and  cars  were  shunting  from  place  to  place, 
waggons  coming  and  going,  men  hurrying  to  and 
fro.    The  hours  passed  but  nothing  came  for  us. 
Eight,  nine  o'clock  were  gone.    Rain  began  to  fall 
and    a  fiercer,  colder    wind  to  blow.     Still  no 
cars  for  us.    Instead,  when  it  was    nearly  ten 
o'clock  we  were,  to  our  dismay,  dragged  back 
lo  the  marsh.     Reaching  that,  we  found  it  chang- 
ing into  a  veritable  swamp.  Water  seemed  to  ooze 
up  out  of  the  ground  as  well  as  to  pour  down  from 
ihe  clouds.     No   one   bettered  himself    in  try- 
ing to  gel  out  of  the  water.  Water  covered  every- 
thing.   However,  we  began  to  care  but  litlle  for 
what  happened.     My  biain  was  giving   way  to 
a  sort  of   torpor.      I    now   can   remember  only 
that,  with  a  kind  of  animal  instinct  at  self  preser- 
vation, I  groped  about  in  the  blackness  of  darkness 
and  found  a  small  hummock,  on  which  I  laid  my 
canteen,  put  by  elbow  on  the  canteen,  my  head  on 
my  elbow,  and  that  there  with  hundreds  of  com- 
rades I  lay  down  in  water  to  pass  the  doleful  hours. 


I  wish  I  had  memory  clear  enough,  or  pen 
graphic  enough  to  describe  the  appearance  of 
the  Union  piisoners*    camp  at  Guinea's  slalion 
the  next  morning.   How  those  Confederate  officer! 
ever  allowed    it    lo   become   a   possibility,  even 
under  the  stress  of  the  events  following  the  battle, 
which  had    been    about    as  severe  lo  them  as 
it  had  been  to  their  enemy,  I  have  never  been 
able  to  explain.    To  their  evei  lasting  dishonour 
they  did  peimit  it.    Having  piacticaly  had  no 
food  for  four  days,  with  no  shelter  in  prospect,  with- 
out even  fires  In  piotect  us,  lying  in  water  inches 
deep,  and    exposed  to  a  pieicingly  chill  north- 
east storm,  I  saw  Thursday  morning  had  come. 
Possibly  the  officeis    in    command    could  have 
bettered  our  condition  but  little,  if  at  all.  Pos 
sihly  with  prospect  of  temoval  lo  Richmond  at 
any    hour   they  felt  no   necessity   for  making  a 
change  of  camp.    Possibly  they  did   not  care. 
Yet,  I  must  admit,  our  guards  seemed  almost  as 
forlorn  and  famished  as  we    Were.    How  that 
Thursday  went  I  do  not  remember.    There  was 
no  pause  in  the  storm,  I  know.    Only  as  evening 
approached  came  renewal  of  hope.  We  were  again 
ordered  to  go  over  to  the  railway.     That  walk 
was  a  cheerless  struggle  through  deep,  soft  mud. 
I  fell  two  or  three  times  on  the  way  from  sheer 
exhaustion.    At  the  station  some  of  our  men  sank 
down  at  the  hall  and  swore  they  would  not  move 
again.   This  time, however,  we  had  not  been  brought 
to  the  station  on  a  fool's  errand.    At  about  nine 
o'clock,  with  many  other  Union  officers,  I  climbed 
into  cars  headed  for  Richmond.  I  do  not  remem  ber 
just   how  many  of  us    were  in    the     cais.  The 
cai,  I  lecollect,  was  a  rickelty  freight. box,  seatless 
windowless.     Its  roof  gave  us  no  real  protection 
from  the  healing  rain.    The  floor  was  covered  with 
filih  neaily  an   inch  deep,  mud  and  corn  mixed. 
To  say  that  we  were  crowded  is  not  to  tell  ihe  whole 
truth  ;  we  could  not  all   have  sal   down  at  once 
had  we  tried  to  sit  down.  We  disposed  of  ouiselves 
in  many  sorts  of  postures  as  best  we  could.  Some 
of  us  would  then  have  given  up  wholly  had  we 
not  been  supported  by  the  confidence  that  before 
morning  we  should  have  ihe  release  of  gelling  to 
shelter  and  food  in  Richmond.     In  truth,  hardly 
as  much  consideration  was  given  us  as   is  given 
to  a  car  load  of  cattle.     Well,   within  an  hour 
after   we   had    been    jammed   into  that  fi  eight 
car,  the  train    was  started  and  we  nerved  our- 
selves for  the  night.    But  a  tired    horse  could 
have  gone  as  fast  as  that  train  went.    Of  course 
much  must  be  considered  as  accounting  for  this. 
The    track    was    single,    and   I    suppose  many 
obstacles  were  in  the  way.   We  were  stopped  often 
and,  to  our  great  discomfort  the  loosely  coupled 
cars  were  jeiked  backwards  and  forwards.  But 
we  were  upheld  by  the  feeling  that  the  agony  could 
not  last  much  longer.    At  least,  so  felt  those  of  us 
who  were  not  too  benumbed  to  feel.    Yet  so  slow 
was  our  progress  thai  towards  midnight  we  had 
not  gone  farther  on  our  way  than  about  six  miles. 
Again  we  began  lo  move.    I  did  not  know  what 
was  being  done.    Doubled  up  in  as  small  a  space 
as  I  could  fill  in  a  corner  of  the  car  I  knew  only 
that  we  were  moved  and  stopped.    Finally  we 
came  to  another  stop.   Then  a  long  silence.  Dawn 
lightened   slowly  through  the    continuing  storm. 
Soon  1  heard  some  one  say,  "  Hell,  boys  we  are 
still    at    Guineas."     And    for  a  truth  we  were 
there.    We  were  side  tracked  just  at  the  place 
fioni   which   we  had  started  at  ten   o'clock  the 
night   before.     There  is  no    use    in  my  trying 
to   give    you    any    notion    of  how  we    felt.  I 
can  state  merely  the  facts.      Friday  morning  had 
come.  _  As  all  things  else  that  too  at  length  pass- 
ed.   Not  a  mouthful  of  food  was  given  us.  Some 
of  the  men  were  allowed  to  get  out  of  the  car,  and 
they  lay  beside  it  and  under  it  in  ihe  mud  for 
hours.    The  rest  of  us  stretched  our  benumbed 
bodies  where  we  were.     Gradually  the  rain  ceased 
and  the  skies  slowly  brightened.    About  noon  for 
a  second  lime  we  were  packed  into  our  box,  and 
what  proved  to  be  the  real  start  for  Richmond  was 
made.      Of  course  I  cannot  tell  what  justification 
the  Confederate  authorities  might  offer  for  this  bru- 
tal manner  of  transporting  us  southward.    I  know 
that  everything  inside  General   Lee's  lines  was 
badly  demoralized  by  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 
Probably,  too,  the  Confederates  had  hardly  enough 
food  at  command  with  which  to  supply  their  own 
troops.    All  their  means  of  railway  carriage  at 
Guinea's  were  in  bad  shape.    But  I  often  think 
that  authorities  at  Guinea's  were  as  willing  to  see 
us  as  badly  crippled  through  our  misfortunes  as 
prisoners  in  their  hands,  as  by  the  damage  in- 
flicted upon  us  in  battle. 

At  last,  at  about  five  o'clock,  Friday  evening, 
May  8th,  1863,  we,  three  score  and  mine, 
thoroughly  used-up  Union  officers  were  emptied 
out  of  our  pen  into  one  of  the  streets  of  the  Confede- 
rate capital.  The  once  dreaded  city,  had,  by  force 
of  events,  become  in  imagination,  a  welcome  place 
of  refuge.    Famished,  filthy,  many  of  us  ragged, 


wa  moved  painfully  down  a  main  street  followed 

by  11  OWds  of  men  and  women,  and  je/i  ing,  hooting 
hoys.  How  is  it  in  human  possibility  for  us  who 
end. iied  lhat  week  ever  lo  forget,  or  even  lo 
forgive)  the  men  who  had  brought  upon  us  that 
suffering  and  humiliation?  Our  expei  iencei  at 
Guineas  station,  and  the  manner  in  which  we 
had  been  taken  to  Richmond,  had  been  as  cruel 
as  1  iniel  could  be  under  this  nineteenth  century 
civilization,  had  there  been  any  possibility  of  pre- 
venting it  I  noticed  but  little  in  our  walk.  Only 
two  things  impressed  themselves  distinctly  upon 
memory,  excepting  the  tauntings  of  ihe  crowd. 
We  passed  the  Capitol.  There  stood  the  noble 
equestrian  statue  of  Washington  in  the  Capitol 
grounds,  a  lifeless  and  consequently  impassive 
spectator  of  the  degiadation  of  children  of  men 
who  had  fought  and  died  under  his  leadership 
that  their  country  might  become  the  home  of 
a  fiee  and  independent  nation.  And  there  too 
stood  on  the  Capitol  steps  the  loader  of  the  rebel, 
lion  against  the  Union,  the  rebel  Pi  esideut,— not 
a  statue  but  a  living  man,  he  also  seemingly  an 
impassive  spectator  of  our  degradation,  the  degra- 
dation of  many  of  his  fellow  Americans,  whose 
only  crime  had  been  that  they  had  done  what 
they  could  to  save  the  Union  which  Washington 
and  our  patriot  falheis  had  bequeathed  to  posterity 
as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  blessing  of  mankind. 

Our  forlorn  band  kept  on  its  way,  followed  by 
a  hooting  crowd.  Then  came  the  last  moment  in 
this  little  story  of  the  great  war.  vVe  were  halted 
in  front  of  a  large,  three-storied  brick  building. 
Looking  up  I  saw  a  white  sign  extended  across 
the  side  walk.  On  it  were  painted  these  words  : 
"  Libby  and  Son,  Ship-chandlers  and  Grocers." 
By  file  light  we  passed  that  and  entered  a  broad, 
low-ceiled  hall-way.  Again  we  were  halted.  Our 
journey  was  at  its  end.  We  had  come  from  the 
"Battlefield  at  Chancellorsville  into  Libby  Prison." 


BANK  OF  CHINA,  JAPAN,  AND  THE 

STRAITS,  LIMITED. 
 +  

The  following  report  was  presented  to  the  share- 
holder of  this  bank  at  the  fourth  annual  meeting 
held  on  Monday,  the  261I1,  February,  1894,  at  the 
Ca  nnon  Street  Station  Hotel,  London. 

The  directors  beg  to  submit  to  the  shareholders 
a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1893.  The  net  profit, 
after  deducting  all  expenses  at  the  head  office, 
branches  and  agencies,  including  interest  011 
fixed  deposits  and  other  charges  amounts  to 
£18,389  17s.  7d. 

Unfortunately,  however,  not  only  has  this  profit 
on  the  working  account  of  the  year  been  absorbed 
by  the  untoward  course  of  exchange,  consequent 
on  the  continued  serious  fall  in  the  price  of  silver, 
and  by  a  decline  in  the  value  of  investments  and 
advances  made  when  the  concern  was  a  Trust  and 
Loan  Company,  and  before  it  became  a  Bank,  but 
an  additional  sum,  which  brings  the  total  defici- 
ency or  loss  to  .£116,752.  os.  I  id.  In  these  figures 
a  fully  sufficient  sum  has  been  provided  to  cover 
depreciation  in  assets  in  this  country  and  to  meet 
asceitained  loss  by  exchange  on  money  which  has 
been  brought  home  during  the  year;  but  the  assets 
still  in  the  East  continue  subject  to  the  vicissitudes 
of  silver,  and  although,  taken  all  round,  the  securi- 
ties held  earn,  on  the  money  advanced,  a  rate  of 
interest  in  excess  of  the  rate  paid  on  deposits,  and 
are  all  of  sound  character,  it  would  not  be  possible 
at  this  time  to  realize  the  majority  of  them  without 
submitting  to  a  great  sacrifice  (which  fortunately 
the  liabilities  of  the  Bank  do  not  render  neces- 
sary), and  it  is  hoped  that  by  continuing  the  treat- 
ment  which  has  enabled  the  Bank  to  largely  reduce 
its  outstandings  during  the  year,  there  will  be  an 
ultimate  recovery  in  value  which  will  greatly  im- 
prove the  position  of  its  affairs. 

As  indicated  at  the  last  general  meeting  the 
directors  have»made  a  call  of  £1  per  share,  which 
has  been  paid  satisfactorily  so  far>as  the  London 
register  is  concerned;  but  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  procuring  payment  from  certain 
shareholders  in  China,  against  whom  it  has  been 
necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 

The  Board  have  deemed  it  in  the  interests  of 
the  Bank  to  bring  Mr.  Thos.  Payn  from  India, 
where  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  branches  in 
that  country,  and  to  appoint  him  chief  manager 
in  London;  and  his  great  experience,  combined 
with  that  of  the  managers  we  have  now  in  charge 
of  business  in  India,  Hongkong,  and  China,  lead 
the  Boaid  to  entertain  hopeful  feelings  regarding 
the  prospects  of  the  Bank  in  its  exchange  opera- 
tions with  these  countries. 

The  directors  who  retire  by  rotation  are  Mr. 
D.  McLean  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Stewart,  who,  being 
eligible,  offer  themselves  for  re-election. 
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The  auditoi  s,  Messrs.  Turquand,  Youngs,  Bishop 
&  Claike,  retire  and  offer  ilieinselves  for  re-election. 

February  l6lh,  1894. 
General  Balance  Sheet,   30TH  December,  1893. 

CAPITAL  AND  LIABILITIES. 

To  Capital  Fully  Subscribed— 

199.87s  Ordinary  Shares  of  ±       s.  a. 

£10  each   1,993.75° 

1,250  Founders'  Shares  of 

£1  each    *J*5<> 


201,125 


j#2,00O,O0O 


To  Capital  Called  up— 

100,875  Ordinary  Shares  of 
£10  each,  £x.$s.  per  Share 

called  up   ^49.7i8.i5. 

Deduct,  installments  of  Capi- 
tal called  but  not  yet  due, 
amounting  to  15s.  per  Share     149.906.  5. 


Deduct  unpaid  calls — 
London  Register  ^1,764.2.6 
Eastern  Registers  31,060  0.5 

Note. —  The  Accounts  at  the 


j£299,8i2.io.  o 


32,824,  2.11 


Note.—  me  «ccoi»m»  =;  as 
Branches  in  the  East  are  made  up  ^266,988.  7-  1 
to  the  31st  October,  on  which  date 
the  call  was  not  due. 

1.250  Founders'  Shares  of  £1 

"ch  f««y  P*"5 Ijg5°-  °-J!      268,238.  7.  x 

To  Installments  of  Capital  Called,  paid  in  advance  10,132.19.11 

To  Fixed  Deposits  and  Current  Accounts  in 

Gold  and  Silver   X*£ffi£  6 

To  Bills  Payable   ■  •••••  •   22,227.12.  0 

To  Loans  and  London  Bankers'  Acceptances 
covered  bv  Indian  Government  Paper,  and 
other  Securities  ;--VJ"  8'  0 

To  Otl.er  Liabi.ities,  including  current  trans- 
actions in  transit  with  Branches,  unpaid 
Interest,  &c   Mfi3.»H-*4 

^3i27°,383.  7.11 


ASSETS. 

By  Cash  in  Hand  and  Bankers  (including  cash       £       s.  d^ 

y  at  short  call   g   65,243.11.  6 

By  Indian  Government  Rupee 
Paier  held  in  India  and  in 
transit    for   Exchange  pur- 

poses    ^33S.57S-io.  o 

Indian    Government  Rupee 

Paper  held  in  London  ...  62,000.  o.  o 
Investments  made  in  London  3°,J57-  5-  0 
Investments  made  in  the  East  117,781.18.4 

 S45.614.r9-  4 

Bv  Advances  against  Securities..  ^965,704.17.  o 
Less  Doubtful  Debts  Reserve      24,515.17.  1 

  941,188.19.11 

By  Bills  Receivable  and  other  Assets   1, 596,585.15  7 

By  Deposit  Expenses— proportion  of  Agents' 
commission  on  Fixed  Deposits  paid  in  ad- 
vance  4,998.  o.  8 

By  Profit  and  Loss  Account   "°.7S2-  o.n 


^3,270,383.  7.11 


Profit  and  Loss  Account. 
Dr. 

To  Expemes  of  Management  at  Head  Office,  ^  s.  d 

Branches  and  Agencies  ;        24,214.16.  6 

To  Deposit  Expenses— proportion    of  Agents 

commission  for  1893   /'94l' 

To  Interest  on  Fixed  Deposits    64,528.  4.11 

To  Taxes  •  :  ••  773-  4-  6 

To  Balance,  being  net  profit  for  the  year,  carried 

down   18,389.17.  7 


To  Loss  in  Exchange  (leaving  Assets  in  India 
at  i/4fd.  p  r  Rupee,  and  in  China  at  3/-  per 
dollar,  the  rate  on  30th  December  being 
i/3/j  and  2/3}  respectively)   ......... 

To  Other  losses,  including  depreciation  111  In- 
vestments  held  in  London   


^110,851.10.  2 

80,610.10.  9 

56.S34-  «•  7 
^137,144.12.  4 


connection  with  advances  to  customers,  had 
allowed  overdrafts  without  authority,  and  had 
speculated  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  the  loss  the 
Bank  having  sustained  amounting  to  a  quarter 
of  a  million  sterling. 

March  19. 

The  Naval  Estimates  show  an  increase  of 
three  millions  sterling,  and  it  is  intended  to 
provide  seven  battle-ships,  six  cruisers,  and  two 
sloops,  which  will  form  only  a  part  of  the  complete 
but  undisclosed  programme  that  has  been  de- 
cided upon  to  extend  over  the  next  five  years. 
The  personnel  of  the  Fleet  will  be  increased  by 
seven  thousand  officers  and  men. 

The  United  States  Senate  has  passed  the 
Seigniorage  Bill. 

March  20. 

The  University  Boat-race,  which  was  rowed 
on  Saturday,  was  a  victory  for  Oxford  by  four 
lengths. 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery,  speaking  at  a  meeting 
at  Edinburgh,  declared  that  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  was  in  no  way  an  aggressive  movement, 
but  was  the  greatest  guarantee  for  the  peace  of 
Europe. 

A  monster  Labour  Meeting  was  held  in  Hyde 
Park  yesterday  to  protest  against  the  rejection 
by  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  Employers' 
Liability  Bill.  Mr.  John  Burns  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  re-submitting  the  bill  to  Parliament  and 
overthrowing  the  irresponsible  vote  of  the  Lords. 
He  said  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  reform  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  should  be  abolished, 
and  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  people 
will  no  longer  have  a  second  Chamber. 

March  21. 

The  deputies  in  the  French  Senate  have  voted 
the  necessary  credit  for  the  creation  of  a  Mini- 
stry of  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  Sydney  Charles  Buxton,  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Colonial  Office,  stated  yesterday 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  question  of 
the  Straits  Military  Contribution  was  being  con- 
sidered, and  he  hoped  shortly  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce a  decision  in  the  matter. 

M.  Vilers,  at  an  interview  in  Paris,  declared 
that,  under  the  treaty,  the  Siamese  Couit  of 
Appeal  would  revise  the  judgment  delivered  at 
Bangkok,  wherein  Phra  Yot  was  acquitted  of 
the  murder  of  M.  Grosgurin  ;  meanwhile,  the 
French  retain  possession  of  Chantaboon. 

March  22. 

A  Boulangist  member  of  the  Senate  has  been 
appointed  Colonial  Minister,  and  in  the  Ministry 
of  the  Colonies  considerable  dissension  has 
arisen. 


put  up  at  the  Isobe  Hotel.    Mr.  Go  Seiken,  an 
attache'  in  the  Korean  Legation,  also  registered 
at  the  same  house.    During  his  stay,  Mr.  Kim 
visited  Kyoto  and  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Tsuchikura, 
a  wealthy  Japanese  resident  of  Yamato.    He  re- 
ceivedalargesumof money  from  acertainKorean 
living  at  Sonezaki-mura,  and  is  said  to  have 
had  in  possession  at  that  time  about  3,000  yen. 
Upon  taking  his  departure  for  Kobe,  he  stated 
tiiat  he  intended  going  to  Tokyo  and  revisiting 
Osaka  a  month  later.    On  his  arrival  at  Kobe, 
on  the  22nd,  a  certain  person,  at  the  request  of 
the  Local  Authorities,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
instructed  by  wire,  by  the  Authorities  in  Tokyo, 
to  inquire  about  the  truth  of  the  intended  de- 
parture for  Shanghai,  visited  the  Korean  re- 
fugee at  his  hotel,  upon  which  the  Japanese 
was  informed  by  Kyo  Sho-u  that  the  object 
of    Mr.    Kim's   departure   was   to  meet  Mr. 
Gen  O-un.    He  exchanged  paper  money  to  the 
amount  of  yen  140  or  yen  150  into  British  coin. 
The  expenses  at  the  hotel  Nishimura-ya,  were 
paid  by  Kyo.    Mr.  Kim  obtained  a  return  ticket 
allowing  a  stay-over  of  90  days. 

Osaka,  March  30,  4.45  p.m. 
Kyo  Sho-u,  the  murderer  of  Mr.  Kim,  stayed 
at  the  Tomoyoshi,  an  hotel  opposite  Soma  Rail- 
way Station,  between  December  and  January 
last.  Bok  Yei-ko,  Ri  Keikan,  and  Jo  Ryo-jun 
also  put  up  at  the  same  hostelry.  Ken  Zai-ju 
visited  them  often  at  their  hotel.  Kyo  was  pro- 
vided with  a  very  excellent  Japanese  sword. 


Or. 

By  Gross  Profits  at  Head  Office  for  the  Year 
ending  30th  December,  1893,  and  at  Branches 
and  Agencies  for  the  Year  ending  31st  Octo- 
ber, 1893,  after  writing  down  Office  Furni- 
ture   110,851.10,  2 


if  110,351. 10.  2 

By  Balance  from  last  Account   2,002.13.10 

By  Balance  'as  above)  brought  down    18,389.17.  7 

By  Balance   116,752.  o.n 

^137,144.12.  4 


Wm.  Keswick, 
D.  McLean, 
H.  D.  Stewart,  „ 
Chas.  H.  Campbell, 

Secretary. 


Directors. 


F.  H.  Hoop, 
Accountant. 

We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Profit  and 
Loss  Account  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  in  London  and  with 
the  Certified  Statements  received  from  the  several  Branches  and 
Agencies,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  they  exhibit  a  true  and 
correct  view  of  the  Company's  affairs  as  shown  by  the  Books, 
taking  the  Assets  at  the  rates  stated  in  the  Accounts. 

Turquand,  Vounos,  Bishop  &  Clarke,  Auditors. 

London,  :6th  February,  (894. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


(Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "  Japan  Mail.") 
[FkOM  the  ■.*  N.-C  Daily  News."] 

London,  March  18. 

The  French  Budget  shows  a  deficit  of  nearly 
six  millions  sterling. 

An  anarchist,  who  was  carrying  a  bomb  in 
the  Madeleine,  in  Paris,  was  struck  by  a  swing- 
ing door,  when  the  bomb  immediately  exploded 
and  the  man  was  blown  to  pieces. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  Governor  stated  that  the  late 
cashier  had  committed  grave  irregularities  in 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  addressing  the  House  on  the  Navy 
Estimates,  said  that  the  supremacy  of  the  Navy 
was  the  greatest  element  of  peace  for  the  country, 
as  it  enabled  Great  Britain  to  hold  herself  aloof 
from  European  combinations. 

["Special"  1'elegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  March  28. 
Captain  Brownell,  of  the  ship  Kambird, 
charged  here  to-day  with  shooting  at  his  boat- 
swain on  board  the  ship  at  sea  on  the  5th  of 
February,  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
three  months'  imprisonment. 

(From  Japanks*  Papkks.) 

Utsunomiya,  Match  29,  10.23  a.m. 
The  British  Minister,  His  Excellency  Mr. 
Hugh  Fraser,  left  here  on  the  27th  for  Nikko. 

Osaka,  March  29,  3.40  p.m. 
Sir  William  Robinson,  Governor  of  Hong- 
kong, and  Lady  Robinson,  arrived  at  Kobe 
yesterday,  and  went  up  to  Osaka  to-day.  His 
Excellency  visited  the  Osaka  Castle,  the  Artillery 
Barracks,  and  the  Mint. 

Nemuro  Meteorological  Observatory, 
March  29. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-one  after-shocks 
from  the  great  earthquake  were  experienced  here 
up  till  yesterday. 

Osaka,  March  30,  4.15  p.m. 
Prior  to  his  departure  for  Shanghai,  Mr.  Kim 
Yo-kin  visited  this  city  on  the  21st,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Toyama  Mitsuro.    The  party 


CHESS. 
 ♦  

(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Cum  Em  ion.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets   at   the  Hotel 
MeHropole  on  Fi  idays  from  I  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  or  Problhm  No.  114. 

WHITE.  BLACK . 

1—  Cj  to  R  *q.  1— K  X  R 

2—  R  checks  2— K  to  K  5 

3 —  Q  mates  at  R  7  ; 

if  2— K  to  Kt  5  or  Kt  3 

3 — Kt  mates  at  K  3  or  K  7, 
accordingly  ; 

if  2— K  to  K  3 
3 — Kt  to  B  4  (double  ch. 
and  male). 

I— Kt  X  Q 

2—  R  to  B  3  2— K  P  X  P 

3 —  R  to  K  7  (mate)  ; 

if  2— Q  P  X  P 

3— B  X  B  (mate) ; 

if  2 — Anything  else. 

3 — Kt  mates  at  B  6. 

1— Kt  to  R  6 
2_B  x  B  (ch.)  2  — K  X  K  B  or  X  Kt 

3__Q  to  Q  Kt  sq.,  or  R  X  K  P, 
accordingly  (mate). 

1— B  X  B 

2—  Q  to  R  7  2— K  X  Kt 

3—  R  X  K  P  (mate); 

if  2— B  X  Kt 
3 — R  to  B  3  (dis.  ch.  and  male)  ; 

if  2— K  to  Q  6 
3— R  to  B  3  (double  cti. 
and  mate). 

1  — P  to  R  4  (threaten- 
ing R  to  R  3,  ch.) 

2—  R  checks  al  B  4  2— Either  P  X  R 

3 —  Q  mates  at  R  7. 
(Other  variations  similar.) 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Dr.  Hispaiius, 
W.H.S.,  Shogi  (who  remaiks  that  it  is  "an  un- 
gainly position,  with  a  somewhat  easy  key-move, 
but  rich  in  ingenious  variations"),  J.D.,  Omega, 
and  Digamma.  The  last-named  and  W.H.S. 
alone  give  the  pretty  vaiiation  when  Black  plays 
Kt  to  R  6.  J.W.E.  unfortunately  touched  the 
ground  (slightly)  in  the  vaiiation  B  X  B:  if  2 — 
R  X  P  (ch.),  P  X  R,  3— Q  to  R  7  (ch.),  the  Rook 
in  lei  poses. 

The  author's  proof  ihat  the  problem  would  be 
defective  (in  the  sense  specified)  if  the  position  of 
the  Black  Pawn  at  R  2  and  of  the  White  P  at  B  7 
were  interchanged,  is  as  follows  :— The  position  of 
the  Black  Pawns  would  then  show  that  Black  must 
h;ive  taken  at  least  four  pieces,  while  as  a  fact 
White,  having  13  left,  has  only  lost  3.  As  the 
problem  stands,  a  loss  of  three  only  of  White's 
pieces  is  indicated. — W.H  S.  is  the  only  solver  who 
has  dealt  with  this  feature  of  the  pioblem. 

Correct  solution  of  No.  1 13  received  from  Aling. 
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1'hoblrm  No.  116. 
My  Saratti. 

h  t.  a  c  k  . 


11 

i 

LI 

t 

If 

■ 

H 

m 

M 

■ 

H 

■ 

w 

HIP  B 

n 

While  to  piny  and  draw. 


The  long-anticipated  return  match  between  the 
Tokyo  and  Yokohama  Chess  Clubs  was  brought 
off  yesterday  in  Mi.  Keil's  fine  building,  60-61, 
Main  Street.  The  rooms  of  the  Chess  Club  at 
No.  88  were  found  to  be  too  small  to  accommodate 
the^iumber  of  members  expected,  and  Mr.  Keil, 
with  liis  accustomed  generosity,  placed  a  magnifi- 
cent suite  of  100ms  at  the  disposal  ol  the  Yoko- 
hama Chess  Club  for  the  occasion. 

Play  commenced  at  3.30  p.m.  and  at  the  call  of 
lime  the  score  stood  as  under  : — 

Tokyo.  Yokohama. 

Mason   0.0     Balk  I.I 

McGee   1.0    Tennant   o.I 

Mosthaf   1.0    Batavus   o.I 

Walz   O.I     Fardel   1.0 

Munzinger   o.I     Griffin   1.0 

King   0.0     Kuhn   1.1 

Pownall   1.1    Sell  iff  0.0 

White     I.I     Elcstraud   o.O 

Cox   1.0    Davieson   0.1 

Madeley   0.0    Mendelson   1.1 

It  will  be  seen  that  Yokohama  repeated  its 
victory  of  3rd  Feb.  by  a  precisely  similar  total 
score — II  to  9.  Play  started  about  3. 30,  and  the 
combatants  were  soon  hard  at  woi  k.  Captain 
Ekstrand  was  the  first  to  succumb,  and  Rev.  W. 
J.  White  soon  put  the  first  notch  to  the  credit  of 
the  Tokyo  team.  The  games  proceeded  with  vary- 
ing fortune  until,  long  before  7  o'clock,  everything 
was  finished  except  the  play  at  the  two  leading 
boards,  where  Balk  v.  Mason  and  McGee  v. 
Tennant  were  still  pounding  away  at  hardly  con- 
tested games.  The  excitement  was  great,  for  the 
score  stood  at  9  all.  Time  was  called  at  7.30,  and 
Mr.  Balk  having  won  his  game  a  short  lime  pre- 
viously, Captain  Brinkley,  the  adjudicator,  had 
only  one  case  lo  come  before  him,  the  score  stand- 
ing at  10  to  9.  All  the  players  crowded  round  the 
battlefield,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Yokohama  men 
rose  high  as  the  position  seemed  favourable  for 
Black  (Mr.  Tennant).  The  decision  was  finally 
given  in  his  favour  by  Captain  Brinkley,  and 
Yokohama  declared  winner  by  11  to  9. 

Hosts  and  guests  then  proceeded  lo  dinner  and 
many  were  the  friendly  yarns  (Chessical  and  other- 
wise) which  accompanied  that  function.  About  9 
o'clock  a  flash  light  photograph  was  taken  of  the 
dining-room  and  company,  and  shoitly  afterwards 
the  Chairman  rose  lo  propose  the  first  toast, 
"  Our  Guests,"  to  which  Mr.  Mason  responded, 
concluding  his  speech  by  calling  on  his  Tokyo  team 
to  drink  "Our  Hosts."  To  this  Mr.  Giiffin  replied, 
proposing  Capt.  Brinkley.  After  Capt.  Brinkley's 
response,  the  President  proclaimed  the  Club  Cham- 
pion (Mr.  Balk)  and  further  announced  ihe  win- 
ners of  the  Handicap  Tournament  (Messrs.  Balk 
and  Tennant  coming  out  equal  with  9  points  each) 
and  also  naming  Captain  Ekslrand  as  the  success- 
ful competitor  for  Japan  Mail,  1893,  problem 
solving  prize."  After  the  applause  consequent  on 
these  announcements  had  subsided,  Mr.  Keil,  in 
a  felicitous  little  speech,  proposed  the  Prize- 
Winners,  coupled  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Balk, 
the  champion,  who,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Chess  Club,  is  soon  leaving  Japan.  Mr. 
Balk  replied.  The  Secretary  then  called  for 
a  health  to  the  Club  President  (Mr.  Mowat) 
who  leaves  for  Europe  on  Sunday,  in  the  P.  &  O. 
steamer  Ancona.  Mr.  Mowat  made  a  most 
genial  and  humourous  reply  :  and  the  speechifying 
wound  up  by  the  Secretary  again  rising  to  call  for 
a  bumper  to  Mr.  Keil  for  his  well-known  kindness 
and  generosity  in  lending  the  rooms,  providing 
the  Champion  Cup,  Handicap  Tourney-prize, 
etc.  Mr.  Griffin  stirred  up  a  whirl  of  enthusiasm 
by  announcing  that  Mr.  Keil  had  been  made  Pre- 
sident of  the  Club  from  now  till  the  new  election 
comes  'on  at  the  commencement  of  next  season. 
After  Mr.  Keil's  very  brief  but  emphatic  reply,  the 


company  adjourned  to  the  play-room  and  were 
again  photogrn plied  i  this  lime  ill  baltle  anay. 
Next  followed  the  presentation  of  the  prices,  with 
little  speeches  from  given  and  recipients,  accom- 
panied by  hearty  cheers  for  Mr.  Balk  the  first 
Champion  of  the  Club.  Anoihei  photograph  wan 
then  taken  ni  the  assembled  players — tins  time 
grouped  on  the  dais  round  the  prizes. 

The  enthusiatic  ones  then  (ell  to  combat  once 
moie,  and  several  fliendly  games  weie  played  be- 
fore the  Tokyo  team  had  to  leave.  After  their 
departure,  more  games,  until  shoitly  aflei  mid- 
night the  Chamber  of  Commerce  building  was 
once  more  lefi  lo  the  quiet  and  darkness  of  night. 

Thus  ended  a  blight  day  in  the  Chess  annals 
of  the  Far  East,  a  day  lo  be  long  remembered  by 
ihose  present. 

An  End  Game. 
The  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat  copies  the 
following  very  fine  game-ending  from  a  recent 
number  of  the  Frankfurter  Scliachzeitang.  The 
game  is  believed  to  have  been  played  in  Rome  on 
March  161I1,  1893  :_ 

BLACK — HERR  WAGNER. 


— -tr- 
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WHITE — HEKR  SOERENSEN. 

While  having  to  play,  the  game  proceeded  as 


BLACK. 

1—  Q  takes  Q  R  (b) 

2—  Kt  takes  Q 

3—  K  takes  O 


folio 

WHITE. 

1—  Q  R  to  K  sq.  (a) 

2—  O  to  Kt  8  ch. 

3—  ?  takes  Kt  (Q) 

double  ch. 

4 —  Kt  to  K7  double  ch.  4 — K  to  Kt  2 

5 —  R  to  B  7  ch.  (c)        5 —  K  t o  R  3 

6—  R  to  B  6  ch.  6— K  to  Kt  2 
7  — RtoKt6ch.  7-KtoBsq. 
8— R  to  Kt  8  mate. 

Notis. 

(a)  A  beautiful  sacrificial  coup  de  repos,  the  object  of  which  is, 
in  the  first  placei  to  draw  the  Queen  away  from  the  scene  of 
action;  and  in  the  second  place  to  permit  ultimately  of  the 
check  of  the  Rook  at  K  B  6  without  interpositive  reply. 

lb)  If  instead  1   Q  takes  K  R,  then  a— R  to  K  8  ch.,  K 

takes  P  ;  3— Kt  to  K.  B  6  dis.  ch.,  Q  to  Q  4 ;  4— B  takes  Q  ch.,  B 
to  Q  3;  s— B  takes  B  mate. 

it)  The  finessing  involved  in  these  Rook  moves  is  finely 
conceived. 


In  the  Baltimore  News  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Pollock 
remarks  that — "No  amount  of  physical  (raining, 
without  hard  practice  over  the  board,  will  enable 
a  player  to  keep  liis  cerebral  cogwheels  in  stiff] 
ciently  rapid  rotation  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
modern  match  play.  Captain  Kennedy's  maxim, 
that  a  chess-player  should  train  like  a  prizefighter, 
was  well  enough  in  the  days  of  no  time-limit. 
Then  ihe  cogs  could  be  lubiicated  during  the 
struggle,  but  now  the  machinery  must  undergo  a 
liial  trip.  It  is  the  difference  between  sailing 
and  steaming." 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ... 

From  America   

From  Hongkong   

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   

From  Canada,  &c.  ... 

From  America   

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   


NEXT   MAIL   IS  DUE 


per  N.  Y.  K. 
per  O.  &  O.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 


Friday,  April  6th. 
Sunday,  April  8th.* 
Saturday,  Mar.  31st. t 


per  M.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  Mar.  31st. t 

per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  April  8ih.§ 

per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Sunday,  April  15th. 

per  P.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  April  15th. 


per  N.  D.  I.loyd 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 


Wed'day,  April  18th. 
Thursday,  April  19th. 


♦  Gaelic  left  San  Francisco  on  March  aoth.  f  Peru  left  Hong- 
kong on  March  24th.  t  Salaxie  left  Kobe  on  March  30th.  j Verona 
left  Hongkong  on  March  30th.  The  English  mail  is  on  board 
the  steamer  Gerda. 


THE 

For  Hongkong   

For  America   

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki   

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   

For  America   

For  Hongkong   

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong  

For  Canada,  &c  

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
Tacoma,  Wash*  


NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 
per  P.  &  O.  Co.     Sunday,  April  1st. 
per  P.  M.  Co.        Tuesday,  April  3rd. 


per  N.  Y.  K. 

per  M.  M.  Co. 
per  O,  8c  O.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

per  N.  D.  Lloyd 
per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

per  N,  P.  Co. 


Tuesday,  April  3rd. 

Saturday,  April  7th. 
Friday,  April  13th. 
Monday,  April  16th. 

Friday,  April  aoth. 
Friday,  April  20th. 

Saturday,  April  axst. 


LA  7  A  S  7  SHIPPING 

— 

ARRIVALS. 
Pak  Ling,    British  steamer,  1,010,   l  ong,  241I1 

March, —  London  vi.t  potts,  General.  —  W.  M. 

Strachau  &  Co. 
City  of  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  Amei  ican  steamer,  2,240, 

[.  T 1  Smith,  25th  Match,— San  Francisco  mil 

Maich,  Mails  and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Ancona,  British  steamer,  i,88o,  W.  D.  Mudie, 

26th  March,— Hongkong  17th,  Nagasaki  22nd, 

and  Kobe  241I1  Maich,  Mails  and  General. — 

P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Anna  Mathildc,   Amei  ican   schooner,  33,  A.  J. 

Anderson,  261I1  March, — San  Fi  ancisco,  34  Seal 

Skins.— Capl  a  in. 
Agamemnon,    British   steamer,   1,342,  Williams, 

26th  Maich, —  Liverpool  via.  ports,  General. — 

Butlei  field  &  Swire. 
Vera,  Bi  it ish  schoonei ,  62,  W.  Shields,  26th  Maich, 

—  Put  Back,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain  G.  Cox. 
Elax,  Biitish  sleamer,  2,321,  Daniel,  28th  Maich, 

—  Batoum,  Oil. — Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Burma,  Australian  sleamer,  2,004,  F.  Paschich, 

281I1  Maich,— New  York  171I1  January,  107,800 
cases  Oil. — China  &  Japan  Trading  Co. 

Empress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 
Lee,  R.N. P.,  291I1  Match,  — Hongkong  via  ports, 
2ist  Match,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 

Takao  Kan  (6),  Japanese  cruiser,  Captain  M. 
Sawa,  291I1  March, — Yokosuka  291I1  Match. 

Mogul,  Biitish  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  301b. 
Mat  ch, —  Hongkong  via.  ports,  General. — bod- 
well,  Cailill  &  Co. 

Aurora,  British  schoonei,  42,  T.  Harold,  301I1 
Match, —  Put  Back,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 

Pallas  (20),  cruiser,  Captain  A.  MacLeod,  30th 
Match, — Hongkong. 

Titan,  British  steamer,  1,525,  R.  J.  Brown,  301I1 
Match, —  Liverpool  via  ports,  General.  —  Butter- 
field  &  Swit  e. 

Kobe  Mam,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
301I1  Match, — Shanghai  and  ports,  23rd  March, 
Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 
Ardgay,  British  steamer,  1,080,  Thorn,  241b  March, 

—  Hongkong  via.  potts,  Ballast. — Jardiue,  Ma- 
theson  &  Co. 

Benalder,  Biitish  steamer,  1,294,  C.  K.  Mcintosh, 
24th  Maich, —  London  via  ports,  General. — 
Cornes  &  Co. 

Oxus,  French  steamer,  2,500,  Dupont,  24th  March, 
—Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. — 
Messageries  Matitimes  Co. 

Belgic,  Britishjsteamer,  2,695,  Wm.  H.  Walker, 
25th  March, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and  Gene- 
ral.—O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  Hugo  Walter, 
25th  March, —  Hongkong  via  pot  ts,  Mails  and 
General. — H.  Ahrens  &c  Co.,  Nachf. 

Jane  Gray,  American  schooner,  107,  E.  W. 
Funcke,  26th  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing 
Gear. — Captain, 

W.  P.  Hall,  British  schooner,  98,  J.  B.  Brown, 
26th  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain. 

Arctic,   Biitish  schooner,  40,  J.  H.  Pyne,  26th 

March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Geai . — Capl. 
Baltimore  (14),  U.S.  flagship,  Captain  W.  R. 

Bridgmann,  26th  March, — Target  Practice. 
City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  American  steamer,  2,246, 

J.  T.  Smith,  27th  March, —  Hongkong,  Mails 

and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Arietis,   Bi  ilish  schooner,  86,  A.  Douglas,  27th 

March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.  — Browne 

&  Co. 

Teresa,  British  schooner,  68,  F.  Gilbeit,  271I1 
March, —  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Walsh, 
Hall  &  Co. 

Feronia,  British  sleamer,  1,930,  Butterwick,  271*1 

Match,  —  Kobe,  Oil. — Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Luisa  D.,  American  schooner,  90,  S.  H.  Binlis, 

27th  March, — Notth   Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 

Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Rosie  Olsen,  Biitish  schoonei,  38,   A.  Whidden, 

271I1  Match, — Notth  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 

Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 
Vera,  British  schooner,  52,  W.  Shields,  271  h  March, 

—  North  Pacific,  Sealing  -Gear. — Captain  J.  G. 
Cox. 

Glengyle,  Bi  ilish  steamer,  2,244,  Gasson,  28th 
Match, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — Jar- 
dine,  Matheson  ix  Co. 

H.  C.  Wahlberg,  American  schooner,  26,  J.  W. 
Crew,  28th  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing 
Gear. — T.  M.  Laffin. 

Niobe,  German  steamer,  1,666,  E.  J.  Pfaff,  28th 
March, —  Hamburg  via  ports,  General. — Simon, 
Evers  &  Co, 

Anaconda,  American  schooner,  40,  A.  Lawson, 
28th  March, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain. 
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Corolla,  Biitish  sliip,  1,265,  Fraser,  291I1  March,— 
Royal  Roads,  Ballast. — China  &  Japan  Trading 
Co. 

Anna  Mathilde,  American  schooner,  35,   A.  J. 

Anderson,  29th  March, — Norih  Pacific,  Sealing 

Gear. — Captain. 
Aurora,   British  schooner,  42,  T.  Harold,  29th 

March, — North  Pacific, Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 
H.  M.  Pollock,  British  steamer,  1,623,  Win.  Mc- 
Dowell, 30th  March, — Kobe,  General. — Sanmel 

Samuel  &  Co. 
Empress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 

Lee,  R.N.R.,  30th   March, — Vancouver,  B.C., 

Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Pak   Ling,    B'itish   steamer,   1,910,   Long,  301I1 

March, — Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — W.  M. 

Slrachan  &  Co. 
Agamemnon,    British    steamer,  1,342,  Williams, 

31st   March, —  London    via    poits,    General. — 

Butlerfield  &  Swire. 
Mogul,  Biitish  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  31st 

Match,— Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C., 

Mails  and  General.— Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 

PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
from  San  Francisco  :— Mrs.  Fanny  Cooper,  Mrs. 
K.  Southard,  Miss  Helen  Beach,  Miss  Edith 
Lombard,  Messrs.  S.  M.  Arbuthnot,  Chas.  Ru- 
dolph, B.  F.  Schlessinger,  J.  R.  Greaves,  and  M. 
J.  Jeffries  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  from  Hongkong 
via  poi  ts  : — Mr.  Jenkinson  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Collyer 
in  cabin.  The  following  passengers  booked  to 
Yokohama  disembarked  at  Kobe:  — Misses  Du 
Bcis  (2),  Mr.  E.  A.  Shedd,  Mr.  Sawyer,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Farmiloe,  Mr.  C.  P.  Whit- 
combe,  Miss  Wliilcombe,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Little  in  cabin. 

Per  Amencau  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
for  Hongkong  :— Messrs.  C.  E.  Silber,  R.  Lane, 
and  Ah  Sing  in  cabin. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  from 
Hongkong  via  ports  : — Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Lawson, 
Mr.  Player,  Mr.  Lees,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews, 
Captain  Onslow,  R.N.,  Miss  J.  M.  Wilson  and 
child,  Mr.  Lancaster,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scouloadi, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nocton,  Lord  and  Lady  Ashburton, 
maid,  and  valet,  Hon.  A.  H.  Baring  and  valet, 
Mr.  Douglas  Dick,  Miss  Kyle,  Captain  and  Mis. 
Simonson,  Sir  Win.  Young,  Mr.  Stanton,  Miss 
Fuller,  Miss  Patterson,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Wilson's  child, 
and  nurse,  Miss  Richardson,  Mrs.  England  and 
3  children,  Miss  Kelly,  Miss  Galton,  Miss  Hay- 
good,  Rev.  W.  A.  Wills,  Right-Rev.  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Scott,  Mr.  J.  Toche,  Mr.  J.  D.  Gavetsky, 
Mr.  W.  Pascheukoff,  Mr.  C.  W.  Dickson,  Mr. 
W.  Reiffinger,  Miss  F.  Duffield,  Mr.  C.  S.  Arthur, 
Mr.  L.  Parde,  Rev.  J.  Dunlop,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr. 
C.  Peel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alloway,  Professor  Sharp, 
Mr.  Geo.  Dewar,  Miss  H.  L.  Corbin,  and  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Magee  in  cabin  ;  Mi  s.  Soo  Hoo  Doo,  Mr. 
Low  Chew,  Mr.  Low  Yow,  Mr.  Low  Wei  Lock, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lum  Ping,  Mr.  Lawson's  guide, 
and  Mr.  G.  T.  Kimura  in  second  class,  and  740 
Chinese  and  43  Japanese  in  Asiatic  sleeiage. 

Per  British  steamer  Mogul,  from  Hongkong  via 
poits: — Mr.  Burr,  R.N.R.,  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Marti,  from  Shang- 
hai and  poits: — Miss  Roosen  Runge,  Captain 
Renny,  Mr.  F.  Wakenam,  Captain  Hardy,  Mr. 
Reid,  Mr.  O.  W.  Lindholn,  Miss  Lindliolni,  Miss 
Young,  Miss  Killeiby,  and  Master  Dare  in  cabin; 
Mr.  Yuen  and  staff,  Mrs.  Chung  and  3  children, 
Mr.  H.  Oki,  Mr.  M.  Mishima,  and  Miss  S. 
Koyama  in  second  class,  and  65  passengers  in 
steerage.  For  Hakodate: — Mrs.  K.  Sakimolo  in 
cabin,  and  3  passengers  in  steerage.  For  San 
Francisco  -.—Miss  Ritchie  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Newson 
in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Oxus,  for  Shanghai  via 
ports  :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casenave,  2  infants, 
governess,  and  amah,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Levy, 
Mr.  L.  Pardo  and  boy,  Mr.  G.  Reiffinger,  Mr. 
Takagaki,  Dr.  Lafaye  de  Micheaux,  Mr.  Suetaio 
Kasaka,  Mr.  Toshiaki  Iwala,  Mr.  Kunro  Maeda, 
Mr.  Koroku  Maki,  Mr.  S.  Iwasawa.Mr.  Kanekichi 
Hantada,  Miss  Hooper,  Mr.  T.  Salion,  Mr.  M. 
Saoven,  and  Mr.  S.  Guisse  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Belgic,  for  San  Francisco  : — 
Messrs.  O.  Haynemann,  C.  Mueller,  M.  Willelt, 
J.  Sanger,  W.  W.  Law.Jun.,  H.  H.  Law,  F.  Tozer, 
H.  Lindstrom,  Rev.  J.  R.  Biikelund,  Messrs.  H. 
J.  Abraham,  E.  Becker,  E.  Davis,  and  Rev.  J.  C. 

C.  Newton  in  cabin. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  for  Hongkong 
via.  ports:— Mr.  F.  Nabholz,  Prince  Dimitri 
Scharvoskoy,  Mr.  Christ.  Spangenburg,  and  Mr. 

D.  M.  Kan  in  cabin;  9  Chinese  in  second  class, 
and  16  Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  for 


Vancouver,  B.C.:  —  Mr.  de  Bunsen,  Miss  Corbin, 
Captain  Dayton,  Mr.  Dewar,  Mr.  Douglas  Dick, 
Miss  Fuller,  Mr.  Gavulsky,  Mr.  Gilligan,  Miss 
Haygood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hocton,  Miss  Kyle,  Mr. 
Pascheukoff,  Miss  Pattern,  Colonel  Peck,  Mr. 
Stanton,  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Scott,  Mrs.  Scott, 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Simonson,  Mr.  Sirasii,  Mr. 
Waglen,  Rev.  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson, 
Miss  Wilson  and  maid,  Airs.  Woodworlh,  Miss 
Woodworlh.andSir  Wm.  L.  Young,  Bart., in  cabin. 


CARGOES. 
Per   French  steamer  Oxus,   for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe  :— Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  459  bales  ;  Waste 
Silk  for  Europe,  754  bales. 

Per  British  steamer  Belgic,  for  San  Francisco  : — 


T  B  A  ■ 

»AN  NEW  MON-  OTHER 

VNCISCO.   YORK.  CHICAGO.  TRSAL.  CITIES.  TOTAL. 


Hyogo   1 

Yokohama 
Hongkong 


966 
•44 


—  533 


—  53 


533 
966 
209 


Total   1,110 


13 

SI  I.K 


—  533 


53  ',7o8 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

Vokohama 

Total  ... 


YORK, 

>s? 
22S 
252 


HARTFORD. 


  5         663  — 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  for  Hon 
via  ports  :— Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  514  bales  ; 
Silk  for  Europe,  344  bales. 

Per  British  steam  Empress  of  Japan,  fo 
couver,  B.C.  :  — 


U  I  A  L. 
"83 
233 
252 

668 

gkong 
Waste 


MUTAI.S. 

Position  unchanged  from  last  week.  Consider- 
able enquiry  both  for  "spot"  and  "futures,"  with 
a  fair  look-out  all  round. 

PER  P I  C  II  I. . 

flat  llais,  i  incl   »3-6o  to  3.65 

flat  liars,  J  inch    370  to  3.7s 

Round  ami  scptaie  up  to  j  inch    3-6o  to  3.70 

lion  Plates,  assorted    3.70  103.80 

Sheet  Iron   4.75  to  5.00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20109.80 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.00  to  6.25 

Tin  Platen,  per  box   6.10  to  6  30 

Pi  If  Iron,  No.  3    1.70  to  1. 75 

KKROSKN  Y.. 
Market  unchanged.    Holders  are  firm  and  ex- 
pect to  sell  at  or  above  present  quotations. 

Chester    $  1 . 72 i  to  1.7s 

Comet    1 .70   to  1 .72 i 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   t  .674  to  1.70 

Russian  Moon    1.65   to  1 .674 

SUGAR. 

Market  continues  buoyant,  and  a  fair  business 
doing  both  in  White  and  Brown.    Outlook  good. 

PER  P1C0L. 

rlrown  Takao    $4.60  to  4.65 

Brown  Manila    5.40  to  5.45 

Brown  Daitong   4.10104.15 

Brown  Canton    4.40(04.60 

White  Java  and  Penang   7.00(07.10 

White  Kelined    7.50(09.50 


Hongkong. 

Amoy   — 

Foochow    595 

Colombo    — • 

Hyogo    155 

Vokohama    ...  392 


TEA. 

CHICAGO  MEW  YORK  PACI- 
AND  AND  F1C 

CANADA,  WEST.       EAST.  COAST, 


—  10 

—  94° 


82 


01  HER 
CITIES. 
30 


-  85  ~ 


455 


Van 


TOTAL. 
122 
Q46 

595 
85 
'55 
847 


Total    1,142 


455 
SILK. 

NEW  YORK. 


956  I67 


OTHER  CITIEI. 


30  2,750 


Hongkong  &  Canton  37 

Shanghai    95 

Yokohama   90 


Total 


37 
95 
90 


LATEST  C OMMEli CIA L . 


IMPORTS. 
Tone  of  the  mai  ket  continues  good,  and  prices 
well  maintained.    Exchange  has  been  fairly  steady 
during  the  week  :  and  prospects  are  satisfactory  for 
most  classes  of  goods. 

cor  ion  pi'ec'k  (hioiis. 

PER   PI  EC  K  . 

i/,s  e  y  hh  1 . 1 1  n  Ks— H  i  11. , 3»4 jrfcMhM-"****  $2  40  102.90 
Giey  Shiitings— 9II1,  3HI  yds.  45'mches    2.60    to  3.35 

X.  Cloth— 7 lb,  24  yaids,  32  inches    1.70    to  2.00 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  44  inches...  1.70  102.35 
flints— Assortcd.24  yards,  30  inches...  175  to  3.75 
Cotton— Italians  and  Salteens  Made,  31        rsii  yard. 

inches    •>'«       0  21 

Velvets—  Hlach,  35  yaids,  22  niches     ...  6.85  109,05 

Victoria  Lawns, 12  yards,  42-3  inches--  °  85  '■00 

Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4th,  24/25  yards,  per  piece. 

30  inches    »-55  .'°  '  7° 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  31b,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    1  80  10  a''° 

Turleey  Reds— 3.8  to  4 ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    1'35    «>  2.80 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3  00  to  3.20 

WOOU.KNS.  PER  YARD. 

flannel   %a.zi\  l«  0.45 

Italian  Cloth.  10  yaids,  32  inches  best  0.35  to  0.40 
Italian   Cloth,  30  yards,  32  inches 

Medium  •••  »  30  i"  0.35 

Italian  Cloth,  3<>  yarn's,  32  indies 

Common    °-25  °-3<> 

Mnussdine  de  I.aine— Ci  ape ,  2  |  yards, 

31  inches    <"*8  l"  u  2J* 

Cloths— Pilot.-.,  51  ig  56  inches    0,35  0.50 

Cloths—  President*.  51  @  5fi  inches    ...  0.60  to  o.«5 

Cloths— Union,  54  (dj  56  inches    0..10  to  0.70 

Klonlcels— Scailet  and  Green,  4  to  34ft, 

par  ft*   0,45  l,'°'S71 

I  Oil  ON  VAIttlS.       per  picui.. 

Noa.  16/24,  Oidinary    — 

Nos.  16/24,  Medium   $38.00  to  39  00 

Nos.  16/2.1,  Good  to  Rest   39-5°  to  4°-50 

Nos.  16/24,  Reveise   

Nos.  38/32,  Ordinary   4'  °°  to  42.00 

Sob.  28/32,  Medium    4''°°  >'>  43  00 

Nos.  28  32,  Good  to  liext   43  °°  *°  44-00 

Nos.  38/12,  Medium  to  ll«<it    46.00  to  47.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    45-00  to  46.00 

No.  42s,  I'wo-fold    52.00  (0  54  00 


No.  aos,  liomliay 
No.  16s,  Uombav 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  23rd  instant,  .since 
lich  date  settlements  on  this  maiket  ate  1,352 
piculs,  divided  thus: — Filatures,  1,010  piculs; 
Re  reels,  161  piculs;  Kakeda,  174  piculs;  Hama- 
tsuki,  7«  piculs.  Direct  shipments  have  been  52 
bales,  making  the  total  business  of  the  week  1,400 
piculs. 

Although  there  has  not  been  quite  so  much  busi- 
ness as  in  the  previous  week,  yet  there  has  been  a 
good  daily  trade  resulting  as  above.  The  stock  is 
further  reduced  to  7,600  piculs,  and  no  doubt  a  still 
larger  business  would  have  been  put  through  if 
selleis  had  shown  themselves  more  current  instead 
ofiaising  prices  too  much.  The  consequence  of 
the  latter  action  is  that  many  firm  offers  tele- 
graphed home  have  not  been  taken  up. 

The  demand  has  been  chiefly  for  Europe,  and 
from  all  we  can  learn  it  does  not  seem  that  con- 
sumers are  buying  very  heavily,  but  that  exporters 
and  dealers  are  laying  in  stock  at  very  low  prices 
with  a  view  to  future  requirements  of  the  trade. 
The  news  from  America  continues  dull  and 
gloomy;  and  our  export  to  that  country  is  still 
nearly  11,000  piculs  short  of  what  it  was  to  the 
same  date  last  season. 

Exchange  has  slightly  hardened  in  sympathy 
with  higher  rales  in  Singapore,  but  business  has 
practically  been  done  all  through  the  week  at  last 
quotations. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  oppoi  (unities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  French  mail  Oxus,  24th 
March,  had  459  bales  ;  the  O.  &  O.  steamer  Belgic, 
25th  instant,  252  bales,  and  the  German  mail 
Nuernberg,  251I1  March,  514  bales.  These  de- 
partures make  the  present  expoit  figures  37,152 
piculs,  against  44,320  piculs  last  year,  and  43,424 
piculs  at  die  same  dale  in  1892.  The  Empress  of 
Japan,  leaving  to-day,  may  probably  take  some- 
thing which  will  be  included  in  our  next  issue. 

Hanks. — Nothing  done.  Stock  small  and  in- 
significant. 

Filatures. — A  large  business  in  these,  over  a 
thousand  piculs  having  passed  the  scales,  mostly 
for  Europe.  Maiket  is  strong,  holders  asking 
more  money  for  good  silks.  As  the  stock  decreases, 
they  will  probably  gel  what  they  ask,  unless  buy- 
ing stops. 

Re-reels. — A  small  business  in  these.  Prices 
ai  e  very  strong,  dealers  looking  for  some  advance. 

Kakeda. — These  have  been  in  favour  again, 
Extras  being  done  at  $785,  with  other  grades  in 
proportion. 

Oshu. —  One  small  puichase  of  Hamatsuki  men- 
tioned at  $700,  beyond  which  nothing  has  been 
done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks— No.  ii  .«   — 

Hanks— No.  2  (Shinshu)    — 

Hanks— No.  2  (  |oshu)    — 

Hanks — No.  aj  (Shinshu)   — 

Hanks— No.  2$  (  Joalm  )   — 

Han  Us— No,  24  to  3    — 

Hanks — No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  34    — 

Filatures — Itxlra  10/12  deniers   Nom.  — 

Filatures— Extra  13/15  deniers    Nom.  — 

Filatures— No.  I,  10/13  deniers   $840  to  850 

Filatures— No.  1,  13/15.  M/'°  den..,  Nom.  — 

Filatures—  No.  \\,  10/14  deniers    770  to  780 

Filatures— No.  ii,  13/16,  i4/i7  <lte«   770(0  7S0 

Filatures — No.  2,  10/ 15  deniers    740(0  750 

Filatures— No.  2,  14/18  deniers    740  to  750 
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I1 ilntni 0.1 — No.  3, 1 4/10  dtlllll*    710(0  7JO 

Ue-i  eels— lixli  u    — 

He-ieeK— (OlIlU)  Hoiit  No.  i    Norn.  — 

Ke-ieels— No.  i,  13/15,  i  |''ri  .Icnie.i.s   780(0  790 

He-ieols — No. lii         14/17 denier*   750  to  760 

Re-ieels — No.  j,  14/18  Oeniers   720  to  730 

Ue-reela — No.  i{,  I  j/llt  denier*    700  to  710 

He-reels — No.  3,  1 4/ao  deniera    67010  680 

Kalredas— EitWe    785 

Kalieiliis — No.  1    750  to  760 

Kakedas — Nfl.lt    720  to  730 

Knkedas —  No.  1    figo  to  700 

Kekedaa — No.  a|    670  to  680 

Kakedas — No.  J  ...    — 

Kakedas— No.  Jl    — 

Kakedas — No.  4   — 

Osllll  Scndai —  No.  aj   — 

I iainatsiilii — No.  I,  2    Norn.  — 

I  lanial.Hiiitl  —  No.  *,  j    Num.  — 

Soilai — No.  >1    

Kxpoi  1  Hhw  Sill(  Tables  lo  30th  March,  1  844. 

Snalllll  1801-1894.     1892.93.        1891. 9«. 
H.I  Ik.         It  .  1  Ki 


lliuti|ie   20,465 

Anieiir»    15,558 


lot.)    f  j|«,e?  36'023 

X  Picnl*  37.' 52 


Settleuieiils  tuid  Direct 

Kxpoi  t  from  1st  I  Illy 
Stock,  30th  March    7,600 


39,000 


17,141 

26,403 

43,5-14 
44.320 

44,400 
1.700 


itn  11, 

'5.5 '2 
26,930 

42,442 
43,424 

43,45o 
6,450 

49.900 


l\  vailalil  e  ■<  11  up  1 1  c>  I  o  da Ic  46,600        46, 1  00 

WASTE  SILK . 

Buying  lias  fallen  off  and  the  settlements  for  the 
week  amount  to  416  plculs,  divided  thus  -.—Noshi, 
324  piculs;  Kibiso,  85  piculs  ;  Sundries,  7  picnls. 
No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

There  has  been  a  moderate  enquiry  for  good 
Noshi,  and  in  some  instances  rather  better  prices 
have  been  paid  ;  but  there  seems  to  be  but  little 
life  in  the  trade.  Slock  is  heavy,  although  not  a 
of  it  is  of  best  quality,  and  consumers  on  the  other 
side  still  continue  to  send  in  low  offers,  which  in  the 
present  temper  of  sellers  do  not  lead  to  business. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities. 
The  French  mail  Oxus  took  204  bales  and  the 
German  mail  Nuernberg,  344  bales.  The  present 
expoit  figures  are  23,561  piculs,  against  36,736 
piculs  last  year  and  27,061  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Noshi. — Considerable  purchases  in  Bushu  rang- 
ing f.om  $125  to  $135;  Mino,  $120;  Tegara,  $150. 
Nothing  done  in  Joshu  this  week. 

Kibiso. — Small  business  ;  Filatures,  $100;  Sen- 
dai, $80  to  $50;  Bushu,  $50  to  $35. 

Sundries.— A  small  parcel  of  Boseki  wata  was 
done  at  $230. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — Good  to  Hest   — 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  liest   $'45  to  150 

Nosbi-ilo — Filature,  Good    135  t0 

Noslii-ito — Filatme,  Medium   125(0  130 

Noslii-ito — Osliu,  Gooil  to  Hest    130  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Shiliahil,  Hest     

Noslii-ito — Shinsliu,  Good   100  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Sliiiisliu,  Medium    90  to  95 

Noslii-ito — Iiusliu,  Good  to  Hest   120  to  130 

Noslii-ito — Josliu,  Hest   .,  — 

Noslii-ito — josliu,  Good    75  to  80 

Nosiii-ito — josliu,  Ordinary   65  to  70 

Kibiso — Filature,  Hest  selected    105  to  1 15 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds   95  t„  t00 

Kiliiso — Osliu,  Good  to  Hest    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Sliinslui,  Hest    

Kibiso— Shinsliu,  Seconds   

Kibiso — Josliu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to  35 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Middling,  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Haclioji,  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Haclioji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri ,  Good  to  Common    _ 

Waivata —  Good  to  Hest   iy0  (0  ,g0 

Kxpoi  I  Table  Waste  Silk  lo  30th  Mai  cli,  1  894.;  — 

S«miih  <  893-94 ,  1892-93.  iSqi-oj, 

Piculs.  I1 1  cum.  Picijlb. 

Waste  Silk                        20,330  34>044  24,966 

Pierred  Cocoons                   3>53'  2,692  2,095 


23,561       36.736  27,061 


Settlement,  and  Dl.cctl  0Q 

Export  from  1st  luly  ) 
Stock,  30th  March   16,100 


42, 100 
3, 'oo 

45,200 


28,900 
9,400 


Available  supplies  to  date  41 ,000        45,200  38,300 

Exchange  has  hardened  in  lone,  but  the  principal 
business  of  the  week  has  been  done  at  last  quota- 
tions :  —  London,  4111/s.  Credits,  2/o-f ;  Documents, 
2/o|;  6m/s.  Ciedits,  2/of.  New  Vouk,  3od/s. 
U.S.  ?49t  ;  4111/s.  U.S.  ?5o|-.  Paris,  or  Lyons, 
4iu/s.  fcs.  2.56;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.57I. 

Estimated  Silk  Slock,  30th  March,  1804;  — 

Win  >. 

Cocoons  

Noshi-ito  .... 


Saw.  mculs 

Hanks    '5 

Filatures    3.63° 

Se-reeis.   3>°35 

Kakeda    890 

Oshu   16 

Vaysaam  Kinds  ...  14 

Total  piculs    7,600 


PICULS. 
l60 
•  8,350 

Kibiso    7.120 

Mawata   140 

Sundries    330 


TEA. 


Nothing  new.  With  fine  weather,  garden  inns 
lets  of  eatly  crop  should  soon  be  here. 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  has  been  firm  with  a  hatdening  ten 
dency. 

Steilinn — Hank  T. T   i/nj 

MciIiiik  —  Hani*  Hills  on  demand    a  o 

Sterling— ■Bank  4  months'  siyht    2'oJ 

Ster ling — Private  4  months'  siylit   a/oj 

Starling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/0J 

On  Paris — Hank  sight   2.51 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    a. 58 

On  Hongkong — Hank  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight    1  °/„  <|is. 

On  Shanghai — Hank  sight    724 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73 J 

On  India — Bank  sight    172 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight    175 

On  America — Hank  Hills  on  demand    48^ 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    49! 

On  America — Private  4  mouths'  sight   50J 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.02 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.10 

Bar  Silver  (London)   27J 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOE,  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 

"Y^E  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work. 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 

March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  World. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 


Total  piculs    16,100 


MONEY  AND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ournal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
1  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer. 
chants,  Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TRADE." 
'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  lo  advertisers. 
THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  Ihe  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

TIIK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Ilakone  Ointi ict  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding' over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2, Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms  : — One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


I 


Xk 


mmi%  nil,  „ 

The  moat  admired  of  all  Perfumes.  Other 
odours  pall  upon  the  sense,  but  Atkin- 
son's "  White  Hose  "  is  ever  fresh  and 
sweet . 

EAT?  BE  COLOGNE 

Kenowned  for  a  couple  of  centuries,  this 
Perfume  has  gwfm  rise  to  a  legion  of 
\:'r>\ i:  li      Imitations.    Use  only  Atkin- 
Sos'a  Ssolish  make,  which  is  the  finest. 
Ol  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  j£.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTtGff!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
'White  Robe,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894. 
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ontractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
aents,  Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

itted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
•hich  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others, 
'he  chief  advantages  are  :  — 
1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 
First-class  Workmanship. 
Moderate  Prices . 

Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 
cupied. 

Quickness  in  raising  steam. 
High  iates  of  speed  guaranteed. 
7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration . 
We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description, from  the 
mallest  sizesuitable  for  carrv  ing  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
Upwards.    We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
;"ugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
SC.,  8tc.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

.    KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

tock  sizes,  i£  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
imes  the  power,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine, 
vwarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
and,  iSgo,  in  competition  ooen  to  all  makers. 
Ihcstrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

■   SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO, 

VORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 

London  office:  171  .queen  victoria  street.e.c 

.  May  7th,  189a.  1  ¥» 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
'purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says — "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  1 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
■reate  .in  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
:hem  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulceration 
of  all  kinds.   It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la.>t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


AWAROEO  CCLD  MEDAL  L  POOL  INTERH'L  EXHIBITION,  1886.  - 

ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 


SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture." 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

1  PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■atabllsbed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


ASK  FOR 


UEBIC  COMPANY'S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fencburch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


DINN  E  FORDS 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
G-out  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


FLUID 

MAfiJjjES.A/ 

N.B.— ASK  FOR 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  i,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC    LAUNCH    "  GLOW-WORM,"  63ft.  by  7ft.  31n. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power — Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which  ,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments.  / 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  "prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e.. 

Manager. 


April  231  ii,  1893. 


Printed  and  Published  (or  the  Proprietor  ft  51,  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Ellacott  Beale,  of  No,  58,  Bluff, 

Yokohama.— Saturday,  March  31,  1894. 
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"PAIS  CE  QUE  DOIS:   ADVIENNE  QUE  POURRA  ! 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  ."Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  ItisDarticulariyrequestedthat 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payable  to  same;  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  April  7TH,  1894. 


DEATH. 

At  210-C,  Bluff,  on  the  6th  inst.,  at  1.20  a.m.,  Hor 
tens.a  Leonor,  the  beloved  wife  of  J.  P.  da  Costa 
aged  29.    (Hongkong  papers  please  copy). 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


settlers  to  Mexico  will  be  despatched  at  110 
distant  date.  Tlie  company  proposes  sending 
one  hundred  thousand  emigrants  to  that  country 
within  the  next  two  or  three  years. 

A  boxing  competition  took  place  in  the  Public 
Hall  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  competitors  be- 
longing to  various  American  and  British  men- 
of-war  now  in  harbour. 


workman  was  crushed  to  death  while  another 
sustained  severe  injuries.  Traffic  was  inter- 
rupted for  some  time. 


The  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires  has  suddenly 

left  Tokyo.   

The  Imperial  Spring  Garden  Party  is  to  be 
held  on  the  12th  instant. 

A  charity  ball  is  to  be  given  on  the  17th  inst. 
at  the  Rokumeikan,  Tokyo. 

The  winter  snow  is  melting  in  some  parts  of 
Hokkaido  and  floods  have  occurred. 

A  fire  at  Akasaka,  Tokyo,  on  the  night  of  the 
5th  instant,  destroyed  upwards  of  300  houses. 

Mr.  Ogoshi  Narinori,  Japanese  Consul  in 
Shanghai,  was  promoted  Consul-General  on  the 

30th  ult.  —  

A  precocious  youngster  of  Yokohama,  whose 
tastes  ran  towards  burglary,  has  been  arrested 
by  the  Japanese  police. 


The  rough  gale  of  Thursday  destroyed  the 
glory  of  the  cherry  blossoms  in  the  Public  Gar- 
dens, on  Noge,  and  various  places  of  note  in 
Yokohama,  Tokyo,  and  their  neighbourhood. 

A  very  enjoyable  concert  was  given  by  Pupils 
of  the  late  Academy  of  Music,  at  Uyeno  Park, 
on  Sunday  last.  Mr.  Dittrich  gave  a  couple  of 
violin  solos  in  the  course  of  the  entertainment. 

Kim-Ok-kyun,  the  Korean  refugee,  is  said  to  have 
gone  to  China  to  visit  Lord  Li,  the  late  Chinese 
Minister  to  this  Court.  The  assassin  fired  three 
shots  from  a  revolver  at  Kim  as  he  lay  in  bed. 

Mr.  Sugita  Teiichi,  a  distinguished  Radical 
M.P.,  has  been  placed  under  arrest  for  inflict- 
ing a  wound  upon  a  younger  brother  which  is 
likely  to  prove  fatal.  A  dispute  about  family 
property  led  to  the  assault. 

The  porcelain  decorators  of  Yokohama  have 
organized  an  association  for  the  improvement 
of  designs  and  colourings.  An  exhibition  will 
be  opened  in  May  next  under  the  auspices  of 

the  association.   

A  fire  which  broke  out  in  the  early  hours  of 
Monday  morning  in  a  jinrikisha  man's  house  at 
Eirakucho,  Yokohama,  involved  the  death  of  an 
American  Marine,  and  the  destruction  of  over 
fifty  houses  and  brothels. 

Dr.  Munro  gave  an  interesting  lecture  on  the 
"Nature  of  Atoms"  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Yokohama  Literary  Society  on  Friday.  He 
was  assisted  in  his  electrical  experiments  by  Dr. 
Eldridge  and  Mr.  Inouye. 


A  very  destructive  forest  fire  has  occurred  at 
Nanatsuya-mura,  Naka-gun,  Kagawa  Ken,  over 
340,000  trees  being  destroyed. 

Mr.  Kimura  Riyemon  has  been  elected  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Yokohama 
Cotton  Yarn,  Raw  Cotton,  and  Metal  Exchange 

A  boy,  six  years  of  age,  was  struck  by  the  wheel 
of  a  passing  vehicle  at  Shimmei,  Shiba,  Tokyo, 
on  the  2nd  inst.,  and  died  almost  immediately. 

Matters  are  progressing  favourably  in  connec- 
tion with  theestablishment  of  acolonization  com- 
pany promoted  by  Viscount  Enomoto,  Messrs. 
Sakuma  Teiichi,  Yoshikawa  Taijiro  and  other 
distinguished  gentlemen.    The  first  Japanese 


The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  are  bringing  out  a 
new  steamer  from  Glasgow  of  4,000  tons  burden, 
which  will  be  placed  on  the  Bombay  line.  A 
steamer  of  similar  capacity,  it  is  said,  has 
also  been  chartered  for  the  same  line  by  this 

company.   

Six  of  the  Tientsin  griffins  having  arrived  were 
drawn  for  on  the  race  course  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. They  are  a  promising  lot.  The  other  four 
will  not  arrive  for  several  days,  it  may  be  weeks, 
and  some  grumbling  has  naturally  been  evoked. 

A  chargh  of  malingering  preferred  by  the 
master  of  a  British  sealing  schooner  against 
the  ship's  cook,  was  dismissed  in  H.B.M.'s 
Court  on  Thursday,  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act 
not  tabulating  that  as  one  of  the  misdemeanours 
within  its  purview. 

Another  political  combination,  the  Central  Pro 
vinces  Progressive  Parly,  was  duly  inaugurated 
at  Okayama  on  the  4th  inst.    Mr.  Inukai  Ki, 
the  well-known  Progressionist,  has  left  the  Kai- 
shin-to  and  joined  his  fortunes  with  the  new 

association.  '   

Three  Koreans  inplicated  in  the  attempt  upon 
the  life  of  Mr.  Boku,  in  Tokyo,  are  now  in  gaol. 
Two  of  them  fled  to  the  Korean  Legation,  but 
after  some  delay  the  Korean  Charge  d Affaires 
was  induced  to  allow  the  police  to  arrest  them 
outside  the  precincts  ot  ihe  Legation. 

A  stone  wall,  over  thirty  feet  in  height,  at  Ka- 
shiwagi,  Hakone,  on  the  Tokaido  Railway,  fell 
down  during  the  night  of  the  4th  inst.,  the 
dibris  being  scattered  over  the  track.  Two 


The  Takachiho  Kan  reached  Honolulu  on  the 
2 1  si  ult.  The  Naniwa  Kan  was  to  leave  there 
on  ihe  291I1.  The  Tsukuba  Kan  left  Jinsen, 
Korea,  on  the  31st.  The  Kongo  Kan  will 
shortly  leave  for  a  trip  to  the  South  Sea  Islands 
and  Australia  with  a  party  of  Naval  Cadets  on 
board.   

There  are  rumours  abroad  in  Europe  that  Aus- 
tria, Russia,  Germany,  and  Italy  are  favourably 
inclined  towards  a  policy  of  retrenchment  in  the 
matter  of  military  outlay.  A  meeting  of  the 
Emperors  Francis  Joseph  and  William  lias  been 
arranged,  and  probably  the  later  will  meet  the 
Czar  next  autumn.  The  conclusion  of  the  Austro- 
Russian  treaties  of  commerce  is  known  to  be  due 
to  the  personal  intervention  of  the  Czar,  and  are 
regarded  as  important  indications  of  progress 
towards  an  Austro-Russian  rapprochement.  It 
is  stated  that  the  commercial  agreement  be- 
tween the  three  empires  will  probably  be  follow- 
ed by  a  pacific  understanding  permitting  the 
suspension  of  military  preparations.  The  Afghan 
frontier  is  again  causing  alarm,  Russia  being 
reported  as  having  increased  her  posts.  In  the 
Philippines  a  ferment  of  natives  has  caused  the 
despatch  of  Spanish  troops.  The  French  Govern- 
ment having  insisted  on  a  re-trial  by  the  Court 
of  Appeal  of  Phra  Yot,  has  selected  three  judges 
to  constitute  the  Court.  Mr.  Verney  Lovett 
Cameron,  the  African  explorer,  is  dead.  Sir 
Charles  Russell,  Attomey-lieneral,  lias  given 
notice  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  legalise  the  award  of  the  Behring  Sea 
Commissioners  to  regulate  future  sealing  in 
those  waters.  

That  disturbing  factor,  Exchange,  has  again  up- 
set the  Import  market,  though  not  to  a  serious 
degree,  for  the  majority  of  transactions  made 
in  these  days  are  generally  settled  in  Sterling. 
Under  the  circumstances  many  are  clearing 
their  purchases,  the  rates  being  very  advan- 
tageous. But  buyers  hold  off  from  breaking  fresh 
ground,  hoping  that  a  further  turn  in  their  favour 
may  soon  occur.    The  element  of  uncertainty, 
however,  is  very  great,  as  witness  the  rebound  in 
Exchange  at  the  close  of  the  week.  New  business 
has  accordingly  been  small  and  consists  of  a  few 
bales  of  Double  Yarn  and  some  parcels  of  Vic- 
toria Lawns.    They  were  disposed  of  at  fair 
prices  notwithstanding.    There  is  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  a  good  trade  for  Metals  in  the  near  future, 
and  the  tentative  enquiries  now  being  made  for 
Bar  and  Sheet  Iron  will  probably  soon  lead  to 
business.    Recent  arrivals  of  Kerosene  bring 
the  stock  up  above  500.000  cases,  and  buyers 
are    consequently    hoping    for    lower  prices 
coupled   with   a   rising   exchange.  Although 
arrivals  of   Sugar   continue   large,    the  trade 
seems   to  be  able   to   dispose   of  the  stock 
comfortably,  and  prices  are  up  all  round  for 
Browns;  Whites  remain  unchanged.    In  Tea 
nothing  is  doing  beyond  some  old  leaf  for  the 
Pacific  coast,  shippers  quietly  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  new  season,  which  promises  fair. 
There  has  been  much  less  doing  in  Raw  Silk 
this  week,  and   the   demand   has   again  been 
principally  for  Europe.    Holders  are  not  wil- 
ling to  allow  the  reductions  demanded  by  the 
rise  in  Silver,  but  some  would  undoubtedly 
be  current  if  half-way  figures  were  mentioned. 
A  fair  amount  of  business  in  Waste  Silk,  but 
the  call  is  by  no  means  general,  a  few  large 
buyers  only  appearing  in  the  field.    The  prin- 
cipal transactions  have  been  in  Kibiso,  other 
sorts  being  neglected.     Exchange,  as  hinted 
above,  has  not  maintained  its  improvement  but 
it  still  closes  a  point  or  so  higher  than  last  week. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  Korean  assassination  affair  has  occupied 
the  most  prominent  space  in  the  vernacular 
press  during  the  present  week.  Deep  sympathy 
is  shown  with  the  unfortunate  victim,  and  efforts 
are  being  made  by  the  journals  of  the  capital 
to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purposes  of  bringing 
Kim's  corpse  to  Japan,  of  erecting  a  monument 
to  his  memory,  and  of  offering  aid  to  his  sur- 
viving friends  and  fellow-exiles.  Several  per- 
sons have  already  started  for  Shanghai  to  get 
possession  of  his  remains.  The  comments  of 
the  metropolitan  press  on  this  subject  have  al- 
ready been  reproduced  separately.  We  then  stat- 
ed that,  of  the  leading  Japanese  papers,  the  Jiji 
Shimpo  alone  had  not  yet  written  on  the  subject. 
That  assertion  was  inaccurate,  our  contempo- 
rary having  been,  in  truth,  among  the  earliest  to 
discuss  the  matter.  Like  the  rest  of  the  metro- 
politan journals,  it  manifested  strong  sympathy 
with  the  unfortunate  refugee.  Kim  having 
been  induced  to  undertake  the  journey  to 
Shanghai  by  an  alleged  invitation  from  Lord  Li, 
it  might  be  inferred  that  his  assassination  was 
planned  both  by  China  and  Korea.  But  the 
Jiji  is  confident  that  China  was  not  a  party  to 
such  a  cruel  and  cowardly  scheme.  As  to  the 
assassin,  it  being  known  that  he  was  under  fear 
of  punishment  for  a  crime  committed  against 
his  country,  the  Jiji  believes  that  his  motive 
in  murdering  him  must  have  been  to  purchase 
his  peace  with  his  Sovereign.  With  regard  to 
Lord  Li,  our  contemporary  is  sure  that  popular 
report  having  connected  him  with  this  affair, 
lie  will  not  fail  to  vindicate  his  honour.  The 
Jiji,  however,  has  not  yet  discussed  the  inter- 
national aspect  of  the  question. 

» 

*  * 

Rumours  continue  to  be  circulated  about 
probable  changes  in  the  Cabinet.  The  Yomi- 
uri  Shimbnns  article  headed  "  The  Future 
Cabinet"  may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  statement 
of  the  speculations  generally  entertained  by  thp 
opposition  papers.  At  the  outset  our  contem- 
porary refutes  an  assertion  often  made  by 
enemies  of  Party  Government,  that  under  such 
a  regime  the  country  would  be  perpetually  dis- 
tracted by  changes  of  Cabinet.  That  criticism 
says  the  Progressionist  paper,  applies  more  pro- 
perly to  the  so-called  policy  of  standing  aloof 
from  parties.  At  present  the  situation  is  unde- 
cided ;  for,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Radi- 
cals are  irresolute  whether  or  not  to  cooperate 
with  the  Cabinet,  Count  Ito,  on  the  other,  is 
equally  undecided  what  course  to  follow.  That 
is  the  reason  why  the  Premier  has  fixed  the 
duration  of  the  coming  session  at  only  three 
weeks.  The  apprehended  change  of  Cabinet 
will  take  place  after  the  close  of  the  sixth  ses- 
sion and  before  the  opening  of  the  seventh. 
The  new  Cabinet  will  be  either  a  Sat-cho  one, 
with  Count  Inouye  as  Minister  President  of 
State,  Viscount  Takashima  as  Minister  of 
War,  Viscount  Kabayama  as  Minister  of 
the  Navy,  and  Mr.  Shibusawa  Eiichi,  as 
Minister  of  Finance  ;  or  a  Cho-Do  combination, 
with  Count  Ito  at  its  head  and  several  Tosa 
statesmen  in  important  posts.  In  the  former 
case,  the  Cabinet  will  be  supported  by  the 
National  Unionists,  and  in  the  latter  by  the 
Radicals.  Our  contemporary  pretends  to  be 
supremely  indifferent  about  the  probable  issue 
of  the  present  situation.  But  whichever  com- 
bination may  ultimately  be  adopted,  it  hopes 
that  the  Government  will  try  to  give  as  many 
Ministerial  posts  as  possible  to  party  politicians, 
for  it  thinks  that  such  a  course  would  gradually 
pave  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  Govern- 
ment by  Party.  It  is  moderate  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge that  things  are  not  yet  ripe  for  the 
immediate  adoption  of  such  a  system. 

* 

*  * 

The  Niroku  Shimpo  also  thinks  that,  in  spite 
of  its  apparent  helplessness,  the  Clan  Govern- 
ment has  still  a  formidable  amount  of  vitality. 
The  elder  statesmen,  commonly  designated  by 
the  honourable  appellation  of  Koshin  or  Genkun, 
have  lost  the  great  energy  they  certainly  pos- 
sessed in  their  younger  days,  and  so  far  as  they 


are  concerned,  Clan  Government  may  be  said 
to  be  already  tottering  in  its  decline;  but  as  a 
whole  it  still  manifests  no  despicable  amount 
of  vitality  and  capacity.  That  fact  is  due  to 
the  presence  in  the  Clan  Government  of  younger 
men  of  great  ability  and  resource,  who  pride 
themselves  on  their  chance  of  becoming  im- 
mediate successors  to  their  elders,  the  Genkun, 
Of  these,  two  are  named,  Mr.  Mutsu,  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Mr.  Ito  Miyoji,  Chief 
Secretary  of  the  Cabinet.  Our  contemporary, 
consequently,  advises  the  Opposition  politicians 
not  to  fall  into  the  fatal  error  of  underrating 
the  capacity  of  the  Clan  Government. 

* 

*  # 

Journalistic  comments  on  the  convocation  of 
the  Imperial  Diet  have  already  been  noticed.  As 
to  the  probable  situation  in  the  coining  session 
opinions  seems  to  differ.  Some  are  inclined 
to  think  that,  the  duration  of  the  session  being 
so  short — three  weeks — no  desperate  collision 
will  take  place  between  the  Cabinet  and  the 
Diet.  The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  one  of  these  papers. 
The  coming  session,  it  observes,  though  not 
free  from  some  troubles,  will  be  over  before  the 
parties  of  the  Opposition  succeed  in  agreeing 
among  themselves  upon  some  definite  plan  of 
attack  on  the  Government.  The  question  of 
Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  will  of  course  be 
brought  up  for  discussion,  but  the  Jiji  does  not 
apprehend  any  serious  fight  on  that  subject.  For, 
in  its  opinion,  the  political  excitement  out  of 
which  the  movement  originally  arose  has  long 
since  subsided,  and  few  people  now  advocate  the 
doctrine  in  its  original  exclusive  form.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  thought  certain  that  the  Represen- 
tation on  the  subject  will  be  presented  in  a  less 
offensive  shape  than  was  the  case  last  session. 
Hence,  in  the  Jiji's  opinion,  the  session  will 
end  without  any  serious  fight  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Diet.  This  result  will  not 
be  due  either  to  the  Cabinet's  increased  popu- 
larity or  to  the  Diet's  more  moderate  attitude, 
but  solely  to  the  shortness  of  the  session.  In 
fact,  the  state  of  things  in  the  coming  session 
must  not  be  taken  as  a  true  indication  of  the  rela- 
tions between  the  Cabinet  and  the  Legislature. 
* 

*  * 

The  allied  sections  of  the  Opposition,  it  is 
reported,  will  devote  the  short  length  of  time  at 
their  disposal  in  the  approaching  session  unique- 
ly to  delivering  assaults  against  the  Govern- 
ment. A  series  of  articles  on  the  subject  from 
the  columns  of  the  Hochi  Shimbun  serves  to 
put  us  in  possession  of  the  ideas  entertained  by 
the  leading  tacticians  of  the  Opposition.  The 
Progressionist  organ  commences  by  severely 
criticising  the  shortness  of  the  session.  The  Cabi- 
net,indeed,  is  free  tofixthe  durationof  thespecial 
session  after  a  dissolution,  but  that  it  has  been 
fixed  for  only  three  weeks,  allowing  little  more 
than  a  fortnight  for  the  transaction  of  real  busi- 
ness,shows,  in  the  Hochi  s  opinion,  how  selfishly 
anxious  the  Cabinet  is  to  maintain  itself  in  power, 
even  at  the  expense  of  the  national  interests.  In 
the  face  of  such  an  unpatriotic  policy,  the  Diet  is 
advised  to  forestall  the  Government  by  forcing 
it  to  a  close  fight  from  the  very  outset,  In 
other  words,  the  Opposition  members  of  the 
Lower  House  are  exhorted  to  disregard  all 
legislative  business  and  concentrate  their  atten- 
tion upon  embarrassing  the  Cabinet.  The 
weapons  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  are  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  lale'dissolution  of  the  Diet, 
to  Strice  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties,  to  the 
Chishima  affair,  to  the  disbursement  of  the 
Surplus,  and  to  the  independence  of  the  Judi- 
ciary. Shaft  after  shaft  is  to  be  discharged 
against  the  Government  in  such  rapid  succession 
that  those  in  power  will  hardly  have  time  to 
breathe.  In  pursuing  such  a  daring  course 
of  policy  the  Opposition  must  be  fully  pre- 
pared for  another  dissolution,  since  judging 
from  past  experience,  the  present  Cabinet 
is  not  incapable  of  that  unconstitutional  pro- 
cedure. Dissolution  is  not  desirable,  but  it 
must  be  braved  in  order  to  demolish  Clan 
Government  and  establish  in  its  stead  a  truly 
responsible  Cabinet.  There  being,  thus,  the 
possibility  of  another  dissolution,  the  Hochi  calls 
upon  the  parties  of  the  Opposition  to  make 
preparations  for  a  general  election.    The  most 


important  task  to  be  undertaken  as  a  mea- 
sure of  preparation,  is  to  elevate  the  tone  of 
political  morality  among  the  electors.  The  fact 
that  the  degenerate  instruments  of  Clan  Govern- 
ment, namely  the  Radicals,  scored  such  a  suc- 
cess at  the  recent  elections,  is  ascribed  by  our 
virtuous  contemporary  partly  to  the  circum- 
stances that  the  electors  in  the  remote  country 
districts  are  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  moral 
fall  of  the  Radical  party  and  partly  to  the  low 
tone  of  political  morality.  The  Hochi  exhorts 
the  politicians  of  the  allied  parties  of  the  Op- 
position to  undertake  the  task  of  instilling  pro- 
per principles  of  political  morality  into  the 
minds  of  the  electors.  This  is,  as  the  proverb 
says,  to  think  about  making  a  cord  on  dis- 
covering a  thief. 

* 

*  * 

The  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  is 
discussed  with  reviving  vigour.  But,  as  the  Jiji 
Shimpo  points  out  in  an  article  above  alluded 
to,  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  ques- 
tion will  be  introduced  in  the  coming  session  in 
a  new  shape,  stripped  of  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
objectionable  features  of  the  original  Represen- 
tation. The  papers  committed  to  the  advocacy 
of  this  doctrine  are  now  taking  much  pains  to 
refute  the  assertion  made  by  the  jiji,  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  and  the  Jiytt,  that  the  movement 
has  lost  its  essential  characteristics.  The  organs 
of  the  allied  parties  maintain  that  the  move- 
ment remains  unaltered,  but  they  all  acknow- 
ledge that  many  of  its  advocates  take  exception 
to  certain  statements  found  in  the  Explanatory 
Document  attached  to  Mr.  Abei's  Representa- 
tion. Instead  of  pointing  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Treaties  requiring  to  be  strictly  carried  out, 
they  take  their  stand  on  the  broad  assertion  that 
treaties  ought  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  which  as- 
sertion practically  does  not  mean  anything. 
There  are  papers  which  plainly  state  that  only 
those  provisions  should  be  strictly  enforced  which 
are  essential  to  the  assertion  of  the  country's 
Sovereignty.  That  is  not  the  doctrine  of  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement  as  originally  expounded, 
for  it  was  at  first  maintained  that  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  existing  treaties  should  be  enforced 
exactly  as  they  stand. 

* 

*  * 

The  Journalistic  League  continues  to  be  a 
subject  of  talk  in  the  Capital.  The  second 
meeting  of  the  League  took  place  yesterday 
(Friday)  at  the  Kogetsuro,  Shinbashi.  Its  real 
position  will  become  plain  when  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  meeting  are  known.  But  it  is 
already  evident  that  the  League  is  not  as  strong 
as  it  was  represented  to  be.  We  have  noticed 
that  the  Kokkai  has  disavowed  any  formal  con- 
nection with  the  League.  The  Niroku  Shimpo, 
too,  has  since  declared  that  its  editor,  Mr. 
Suzuki,  did  not  attend  the  meeting  in  a  repre- 
sentative capacity.  Thus  the  papers  which  have 
thoroughly  identified  themselves  with  the  move- 
ment are  seven,  namely,  the  Hochi  Shimbun, 
the  Mainichi  Shimbun,  the  Komiuri  Shimbun, 
the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  the  Chu-o  Shimbun, 
the  Shin  Choya  Shimbun,  and  the  Nippon. 
It  may  be  safely  predicted  that,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  real  motives  of  the  principal  pro- 
jectors of  the  League  become  known,  deserters 
will  increase  in  number,  so  that  ultimately 
organs  of  the  Kaishin-to  alone  will  be  left  in 
the  field.  The  Shin  Choya  and  Nippon  take 
much  pains  to  refute  the  charge  that  they  have 
been  betrayed  into  serving  as  unwitting  tools 
of  the  Progressionist  leader.  They  doubtless 
keenly  feel  the  force  of  the  criticism. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

 ,  

THE  MEETING  OF  THE  DIET. 

An  Imperial  Rescript  issued  on  the  31st  instant, 
as  already  announced  in  these  columns,  fixes 
May  12th  as  the  day  for  the  opening  of  the 
6th  session  of  the  Diet,  and  limits  the  duration 
of  the  session  to  21  days.  The  12th  of  May 
will  be  Saturday,  and  as  the  session  will  end 
on  Friday,  June  1st,  there  will  be  only  18  work- 
ing days.  Two  of  these  at  least  will  be  devoted 
to  electing  a  President  and  Vice-President,  a 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  the 
Standing  Committees.    Thus  there  will  be  16 


April  7,  1894. J 


TI1K    JAPAN    WKKKLY  MAIL. 


.*>')') 


days  for  nctual  legislation.     Sixteen  days  is 
quite  long  enough  tor  a  resolute  Opposition  to 
make  itself  extremely  disagreeable.    We  can- 
not wonder  that  llic  Cabinet,  convinced  by  ex- 
perience of  tbe  Opposition's  resolve  to  pursue 
purely  obstructive  tactics,  sbould  place  at  its 
disposal  as  little  time  as  possible.  But  of  course 
there  will  be  consideiable  discontent  among 
the  Opposition  members  that  a  longer  interval 
is  not  allowed  them  for  lighting.     Already  the 
voices  of  the  press  are  raised  in  criticism.  The 
Hochi  Shimbun  (Kaishin-lo)  says  that  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  dissolved  and  a 
general  election  held  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  sense  of  tbe  country,  and  as  there  are  many 
important  questions  to   be  discussed  by  the 
Diet,  a  lengthy  session,  instead  of  an  excep- 
tionally short  one,  ought  to  have  been  given. 
"  The  Government,"  says  this  inveterate  oppo- 
nent, '  treats  tbe  Diet  as  though  it  were  a  trouble- 
some appendage.    It  has  hitherto  been  fashion- 
able to  say  that  the  Satsuma  statesmen  placed 
obstacl  es  in  tbe  way  of  the  full  operation  of  the 
Constitution,  whereas  the  Choshu  statesmen  were 
disposed  to  give  it  real  effect.    But  when  we 
find  the  Ito  Cabinet  behaving  in  this  manner, 
we  must  conclude  that  there  is  nothing  to  choose 
between  Satsuma  and  Choshu.  Both  are  equally 
hostile  to    constitutional    institutions."  The 
Yomiuri  Shimbun  (Kaishin-io)  argues  similar- 
ly.   It  recalls  the  fact  that  when  the  Matsukata 
Cabinet  dissolved  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  its  second  session,  the  new  House's  special 
session  was  fixed  at  40  days;  yet  the  brevity 
of  die  period  gave  rise  to  much  discontent. 
The  Constitution  says  that  the  Diet's  annual 
session  shall  be  three  months,  and  that  it  may 
be  lengthened  by  Imperial  Rescript  if  neces- 
sary.    Hence  the    Yomiuri  infers  that  the 
Constitution  intends   the  Diet  to  be  in  ses- 
sion during  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  year, 
and   consequently   a   special   session  occur- 
ing  in  the  sequel  of  dissolution  ought  to  be  at 
least  as  long  as  the  interval  that  remained  of 
the  preceding  session.    That  rule,  if  observed, 
would  give  60  days  for  the  approaching  special 
session,  since  the  former  session  lasted  only 
one  month  out  of  three.    Our  contemporary 
further  contends  that  when  the  Constitution 
orders  re-assembly  of  the  Diet  within  five  months 
of  a  dissolution,  its  purpose  is  to  provide  that 
the  public  business  left  undischarged  by  the 
dissolved  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
completed  by  its  successor;  a  feat  obviously 
impossible  if  the  latter  has  only  21  days  at  its 
disposal  whereas  the  former  had  still  sixty. 
The  Yom  1 uri  admits  that  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  not  transgressed  by  the  Cabinet's  pro- 
cedure, but  asserts  emphatically  that  its  spirit  is 
violated.    However,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  the  power  to  petition  the  Throne  for  a 
prolongation  of  the  session,  and  the  Progres- 
sionist organ  urges  that  course  as  necessary 
from  the  point  of  view  both  of  the  House's 
dignity  and  of  the  due  discharge  of  public 
business.     The  Kokumin  Shimbun  (Kaishi?i- 
to)  regrets  that  the  Ito  Cabinet  should  have 
furnished  to  its  enemies  grounds  for  saying  that 
it  re-assembles  the  Diet  in  compulsory  obedi- 
ence to  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  without  any  real 
concern  for  the  operation  of  the  Constitution. 
This  journal  also  recalls  the  forty  days' interval 
allowed  by  the  Matsukata  Cabinet  for  the  Special 
Session  of  the  second  House  of  Representatives, 
and  contends  that  as  there  is  even  more  busi- 
ness to  be  discharged  on  the  present  occasion, 
a  life  of  at  least  equal  length  should  have  been 
given  to  the  Diet.    Several  Extraordinary  Bud- 
gets have  to  be  passed  and  various  projects  of 
law  ought  to  be  submitted,  which  things  are 
not  possible  during  a  session  of  twenty-one 
days.    The  Kokumin  thinks  that  the  Ito  Cabi- 
net ought  to  set  the  example  of   giving  the 
fullest  possible  force  to  the  Constitution  instead 
of  thus  curtailing  its  effect.    The  Kokkai  (In- 
dependent), says   that  the   date  of  meeting 
has  been  greatly  postponed  and  the  duration 
of  the  session  remarkably  curtailed.    Still,  the 
12th  of  May  will  soon  be  here,  and  folks  that 
love  peace   and  quiet  will   find  three  weeks 
quite  long  enough  for  listening  to  the  croak- 
ing of  the  combative  frogs  and  the  chirping 


of  the  agitated  cicadiu  on  the  Hibiya  battle- 
lield.  Speaking  seriously,  however,  the  Kok- 
kai is  evidently  opposed  to  the  procedure 
of  the  Cabinet.  It  thinks  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  may  require  a  week  for  pui  poses 
of  organization,  and  that  there  will  thus  re- 
main only  two  weeks  for  legislation,  a  period 
evidently  too  brief  for  transacting  the  import- 
ant business  that  awaits  discussion.  The  Kok- 
kai thinks  that  the  Ito  Cabinet  exposes  itself 
to  the  charge  of  playing  with  the  Diet.  The 
Niroku  Shimpo  (nominally  independent)  hopes 
that  in  fixing  the  duration  of  the  session  at  three 
weeks  only,  the  intention  of  the  Cabinet  is  sim- 
ply to  invite  discussion  of  the  Strict-Enforcement 
question,  and  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  result. 
*  * 

We  need  not  continue  the  above  analysis  :  it 
has  been  carried  quite  far  enough  to  indicate  the 
general  Lone  of  the  Opposition  press.  These 
papers,  as  is  natural,  omit  to  notice  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  hitherto  made  a 
pastime  of  legislation  and  devoted  its  whole 
energies  to  frivolous  attacks  upon  the  Admini- 
stration. The  experience  of  past  sessions  has 
been  uniform.  The  first  month  has  been  de- 
voted to  compiling  the  Budget  Committee's 
Report;  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining  two 
months  to  discussing  it,  the  latter  process  being 
interrupted  from  time  to  time  by  urgency  mo- 
tions for  attacking  the  Government  or  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  questions  to  embarrass  it.  There 
is  no  Budget  to  be  passed  or  rejected  this  ses- 
sion. If  the  mood  hitherto  displayed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  to  be  repeated  next 
month,  the  briefer  the  session  the  better  for 
the  credit  of  the  country.  In  effect  three 
hundred  weeks  would  be  quite  as  insufficient  as 
three  to  exhaust  the  captious  pretexts  which  the 
Opposition  finds  for  impeding  the  discharge  of 
administrative  business  in  any  hands  but  its 
own.  If  the  opening  of  the  next  session  finds 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  a  really  serious 
legislative  humour,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
about  prolonging  the  session,  whereas  there  is 
always  a  difficulty  about  curtailing  it. 


A   JOURNALISTIC  LEAGUE. 

A  powerful  league  has  been  organized  by  the 
Opposition  newspapers  together  with  several 
that  have  hitherto  stood  aloof  from  party  con- 
tests. Its  object  is  to  bring  about  the  formation 
of  a  Responsible  Cabinet.  According  to  trust- 
worthy persons,  it  is  stated  that  the  project  of 
combining  these  papers  in  a  league  against 
the  Cabinet  and  the  Radical  Party  originally 
emanated  from  Count  Okuma,  while  the  princi- 
pal share  in  carrying  it  out  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  Mr.  Tokutomi  Ichiro,  of  the  Kokumin 
Shimbun.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Tokutomi 
is  an  ardent  admirer  of  Count  Okuma,  with 
whom  he  is  on  very  intimate  terms.  The  first 
person  whom  he  succeeded  in  converting  to  en- 
thusiasticsupport  of  the  proposed  league  was  Mr. 
KugaMinoru  of  the  Nippon.  The  Radical  organ 
imputes  sordid  motives  to  Mr.  Kuga,  but  in  that 
our  contemporary  is  doubtless  misled,  for  he  is 
well  known  to  be  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integ- 
rity. Whatever  may  have  been  his  motives,  he 
seems  to  have  readily  given  his  powerful  assist- 
ance to  the  project.  Through  the  exertions  of 
two  persons,  a  conference  of  journalists  was 
held  on  the  28th  instant  at  the  Kyoson  Doshu 
Club,  Shimbashi,  when  the  following  manifesto 
was  adopted  : — 

It  is  most  urgently  impoitanl  that,  by  demo- 
lishing the  baneful  system  of  clan  Government 
and  cleaily  defining  the  responsibility  of  Miniiteis 
of  State,  a  stable  foundation  should  he  laid  for 
Constitutional  Government.  It  is  also  a  long 
cherished  desire  of  the  nation  that  the  independent 
tights  of  the  country  should  he  recovered  by 
Revision  of  the  Treaties,  and  that  the  true  object 
of  the  progressive  policy  of  opening  the  country 
should  thereby  be  accomplished. 

The  doctrine  of  Sttict  Treaty  Enforcement, 
being  opposed  to  weakness  and  vacillation  in 
foi  eign  policy,  is  one  of  the  most  important  means 
of  achieving  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  Tieaty 
Revision  and  of  fostering  a  spirit  of  independence 
among  the  people.  The  step  which  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  about  to  take  last  December 
was  not  actuated  by  any  anti-foreign. spirit,  but 
was  solely  a  manifestation  of  the  self-assertive 


Spirit  of  the  nation.    Those  who  sympathize  with 

a  Mouse  of  Representatives  ditiolved  undet  such 

ciiciimslances,  ought  to  be  hereafter  unchangeably 
united  in  the  ptiisuauce  ol  a  common  object. 

While  the  Kepi  esenlation  on  Sliict  Treaty 
Enforcement  had  not  yet  been  discussed,  tlie 
Cabinet  ordeied  the  House  to  prorogue  and  after- 
wards lo  dissolve.  The  leason  for  dissolution  was 
that  the  House  had  iutiodiiced  (hat  measure. 
Can  such  conduct  he  counted  becoming  in  a  Cabi- 
net charged  with  the  responsibility  of  upholding 
constitutional  Government  by  paying  due  tespect 
to  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  to  the  poweis  of 
the  Diet  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  all  who  respect  the 
Constitution  and  set  a  high  value  upon  political 
molality,  lo  denounce  such  a  step  on  the  pail  of 
ihe  Government  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional, 
and,  having  determined  the  quarter  wheie  the 
responsibility  tests,  to  lealise  the  object  of  intio- 
ducing  a  system  of  Responsible  Cabinet. 

In  shoit,  our  aim  is,  first,  to  condemn  the  recent 
dissolution  of  the  House  of  Repi esenlalive*  as 
irrational ;  secondly,  to  ui  ge  the  Sti  icl  En f 01  cement 
of  the  Treaties  ,  thiidly,  to  demand  speedy  Ke vi- 
sion of  the  Treaties;  fouithly,  to  develop  the 
independent  spii  it  of  the  nation  vis-a-vis  foi  eign 
peoples;  and  fifthly,  lo  bring  about  the  foimation 
of  a  Responsible  Cabinet  which  shall  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  such  a  national  spirit. 

In  entire  approval  of  the  above,  the  following 
journalists  do  hereby  sign  their  names  : — 

Kuga  Minoiu  and  Mima  Tokujiro  (Nippon)  ; 
Suzuki  Tsutpmu  (Niroku  Shimpo)  ;  Ozaki  YuUio 
andSakai  Yuzaburo  (Hochi  Shimbun)  ;  Kawasaki 
Saburo  (Chu-o  Shimbun);  TaUala  Sanaye,  Ichi- 
jima  Kankichi,  and  Kaku  Masayulci  (Vomiui  i 
Shimbun)  ;  Koizuka  Ryu  (Malnichi  Shimbun)  ; 
Tokutomi  Iichiro  and  Talcekoshi  Yosaburo,  (Koku- 
min Shimbun)  ;  Kuribara  Mus6da  (Kokumin  no- 
Tomo);  Suyehiio  Shigeyasu  (Kokkai);  and  Kawa- 
mura  Jun  (Shin  Choya  Shimbun). 

*  * 

The  above  journalists  are  said  to  represent 
the  papers  with  which  their  names  are  connect- 
ed. But  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Suyehiro,  of  the 
Kokkai,  there  is  more  or  less  uncertainty.  No 
doubt  he  attended  the  conference  and  put  his 
name  to  the  document ;  but  it  is  claimed  that 
he  did  so  only  in  his  individual  capacity,  and 
that  consequently  the  Kokkai  has  nothing  to 

do  with  the  league. 

THE   PAPER  OF  THE   NATIONAL  BANKS. 

It  is  not  likely  that  any  of  our  leaders  are  in 
posession  of  paper-money  bearing  the  stamp  of 
a  National  Bank,  or  at  any  rate  that  they  hold 
so  much  of  it  as  to  make  its  exchange  a  matter 
of  moment.  Nevertheless,  it  may  be  well  to 
follow  the  Kokkai's  example  in  reminding  the 
public  that  the  paper  of  the  National  Banks 
ceases  to  circulate  at  the  expiration  of  their  re- 
spective charters,  and  that  it  should  be  exchang- 
ed in  the  interim  at  the  Bank  of  Japan.  Pro- 
bably a  period  of  grace  will  be  granted  and 
advertised,  but  for  the  moment  we  know  only 
that  tbe  charters  of  the  following  Banks  expire 
at  the  date  appended,  viz.  : — The  24th  National 
Bank  (in  Shinshu),  31st  March,  1894;  126th 
National  Bank  (in  Osaka),  30th  June,  1894; 
108th  National  Bank  (in  Sakagawa),  30th  De- 
cember, 1894  ;  26th  National  Bank  (in  Osaka), 
30th  June,  1895  ;  33rd  National  Bank  (in 
Tokyo),  19th  July,  1895. 

CONSUMERS  OF  COAL   IN  TOKYO  AND  THE  MITSU 
BISHI  AND  TANKO  COMPANIES. 

We  read  in  the  vernacular  press  that  there  is  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  who  con- 
sume coal  in  Tokyo,  to  boycott  the  Mitsu  Bishi 
and  Tanko  Companies,  from  which  they  have 
hitherto  obtained  supplies  of  that  staple.  The 
reason  assigned  for  such  a  strange  step  is  that 
recently,  when  the  price  of  coal  fell  very  low, 
the  manufacturers  acceded  to  the  representations 
of  the  two  Companies  and  paid  a  higher  figure, 
whereas  now  that  the  price  has  gone  up,  the 
Companies  show  no  disposition  to  treat  the 
manufacturers  with  similar  consideration.  Senti- 
mental businessof  thatkind  isapt  to  becheckered. 

A  NEW  PLAN  FOR  THE   PREVENTION  OF  CRU2SLTY 
TO  ANIMALS. 

Not  far  from  tbe  celebrated  Kameido,  in  one  of 
the  prettiest  spots  of  Mukojima,  there  is  an  old 
temple  known  as  the  Mokubo-ji.  Many  find 
their  way  thither,  although  the  building  boasts  of 
no  architectural  beauty;  its  charms  are  due  rather 
to  the  loveliness  of  the  surrounding  scenery.  In 
front  of  this  temple  some  pious  souls  have  re- 
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cently  erected  a  large  stone  monument,  for  the 
sake  of  the  rest  and  peace  of  the  spirits  of  the 
various  animals  subservient  to  man,  from  fish  to 
horses.  The  believer  is  persuaded  that  this 
monument  will,  in  some  obscure  and  inexplic- 
able way,  contribute  to  the  present  and  future 
happiness  of  those  unhappy  creatures  who  are 
made  to  devote  their  lives  to  man's  service  :  and 
it  is  moreover  a  standing  injunction  to  be  kind 
to  dumb  animals.  The  erection  of  this  monu- 
ment has  met  with  universal  approval,  even 
among  the  ranks  of  the  heterodox,  and  quite 
recently  a  number  of  the  leading  Ko  Shimbun 
of  the  metropolis,  in  company  with  certain  well- 
known  and  influential  merchants,  made  a  gift 
of  two  hundred  fine  young  cherry-trees,  to 
be  planted  around  the  stone  in  question  and 
thus  form  the  nucleus  for  a  future  grove  of  the 
favourite  tree  of  the  Japanese.  The  largest  con- 
tributors to  the  fund  were  the  Yamato,  Tokyo 
Asahi,  and  Miyako  Shimbun.  The  idea  is,  at  all 
events,  a  poetical  one,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  monument  will  have  the  desired  effect. 


THE   KOREAN  ASSASSINATION  AFFAIR. 

All  sorts  of  sensational  rumours  are  circulated 
with  reference  to  the  supposed  design  upon  the 
life  of  Boku  Yeiko,  the  fellow  exile  of  Kim  Ok- 
kyun — that  appears  to  be  the  most  correct 
orthography  of  his  name — and  chief  patron 
of  the  school  for  Koreans  in  Ichi-Bancho, 
Tokyo.  The  most  striking  allegation  is  that 
among  the  papers  of  the  would-be  assassin 
there  was  found  a  document  written  in  gold 
characters  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  King 
of  Korea,  authorizing  its  bearer  to  kill  Boku. 
Of  course  such  a  story  is  to  be  received  with 
extreme  scepticism.  As  to  Li  Isshoku,  the 
wouhi-be  assassin,  we  read  in  the  Jifi  Shimpo 
that  he  came  to  Japan  in  1892,  and  after  staying 
some  time  in  Osaka,  moved  to  Tokyo  where  he 
became  very  intimate  with  Boku  Yeiko.  His 
circumstances  were  affluent,  and  he  usually 
gave  an  allowance  of  100  yen  a  month  to 
Boku,  and  20  yen  each  to  two  Koreans  who 
were  in  Boku's  service.  It  further  appears 
that,  tWrcc  vcais  ago,  Boku  Yeiko  and  Kim 
Ok-kyun  were  on  terms  of  close  friendship, 
but  that  they  subsequently  became  estranged 
owing  to  the  icpresemalions  of  Boku's  Korean 
friends,  who  pointed  out  to  him  that  though  in 
his  own  country  he  enjoyed  much  more  con- 
sideration than  Kim,  the  cases  were  reversed 
in  Japan,  where  Kim,  owing  to  his  personal 
qualities,  made  more  friends  and  attracted  more 
attention  than  Boku.  One  result  of  their 
estrangement  was  that  Kim  cease-d  to  trust 
Koreans  coming  to  Japan  because  they  were 
generally  disposed  to  take  Boku's  part.  Last 
year  Kim  made  an  attempt  to  have  an  interview 
with  Li  Isshoku,  but  the  latter  declined  to  meet 
bim.  Afterwards,  however,  Li  came  to  see 
Kim  and  abused  Boku  to  him  in  unmeasured 
terms.  On  a  subsequent  visit  Li  was  accom- 
panied by  Hong  Tjyong-on,  who  assassinated 
Kim  a  a  few  days  ago  in  Shanghai.  Li  alleged 
that  he  had  gained  a  considerable  sum  while  in 
Hongkong,  where  he  had  managed  the  affairs 
of  Bin  Yeiyoku.  He  spent  his  money  freely,  and 
through  him  Kim  became  so  intimate  with  Hong 
that  he  allowed  the  latter  to  accompany  him 
to  Shanghai.  Kim  appears,  however,  to  have 
had  some  suspicion  of  Hong,  for  he  tried  to 
separate  from  him  in  Osaka,  but  owing  to 
pecuniary  reasons  he  was  unable  to  do  so.  Li 
went  to  Kobe  to  bid  farewell  to  Kim,  and  re- 
turned to  Tokyo  on  the  following  day,  where, 
as  related  in  a  previous  issue,  he  endeavoured 
unsuccessfully  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
assassination  of  Boku  Yeiko.  There  is  obviously 

much  to  be  still  explained. 

* 

Li  Issh-oku,  Boku  Yeiko,  and  five  other  Ko- 
reans, having  undergone  an  examination  before 
a  magistrate,  have  been  remanded  for  trial,  Li 
on  a  charge  of  inciting  to  murder  and  attempt- 
ing murder,  and  Boku  and  the  other  five  on  a 
charge  of  illegally  binding  and  mallreating  Li. 
From  an  account  furnished  by  the  News  Agency, 
it  appears  that  Li  is  accused  of  plotting  against 
the  lives  of  both  Kim  Ok-kyun  and  Boku  Yeiko, 
and  of  having  entertained  murderous  designs 


against  them  since  1887.  It  is  added  that 
among  his  possessions  was  a  valise  in  which  if 
successful,  he  intended  to  enclose  his  victims' 
heads  for  transport  to  Korea.  We  presume  that 
at  the  public  trial  the  truth  will  be  elicited  as  to 
the  alleged  mandate  from  the  King  of  Korea. 

*  . 

*  * 

The  Shanghai  police  have  refused  to  allow  Mr. 
Kitahara,  a  Japanese  friend  and  fellow-traveller 
of  Mr.  Kim  Ok-kyun's,  to  carry  back  the  body 
of  the  murdered  man  to  Japan.  We  trust  that 
this  objection  on  the  part  of  the  police  may 
prove  permanently  deterrent.  Kim's  body  had 
better  be  buried  at  whatever  spot  is  least  adapt- 
ed to  preserve  his  notoriety.  His  tomb  in  Japan 
would  be  a  species  of  Mecca  for  the  pilgrimage 
of  political  agitators.  His  end  has  been  very 
sad,  and  his  aims  may  have  been  lofty.  But 
there  is  nothing  in  his  record  to  entitle  him  to 
the  crown  of  martyrdom,  nothing  to  warrant  the 
Japanese  in  displaying  special  sympathy  with 
him.  The  sooner  his  memory  is  consigned  to 
oblivion  the  better.  To  bring  his  body  to  this 
country  would  savour  of  hysteria,  and  truly  the 
Japanese  had  better  be  careful  lest  that  weak- 
ness be  included  among  their  national  defects. 
* 

A  telegram  despatched  from  Osaka  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th  instant  says  that  an  en- 
graver, Oishi,  living  in  Doanmachi  in  that  city, 
recently  made  a  number  of  seals  to  the  order  of 
Li  Isshoku,  the  Korean  responsible  for  the 
murder  of  Kim  Ok-kyun  and  the  attempt  upon 
the  life  of  Boku  Yeiko.  Among  these  seals  was 
one  tiie  device  on  which  seems  to  correspond 
exactly  with  the  seals  impressed  on  the  two 
documents  found  in  Li's  valises,  and  purport- 
ing to  be  mandates  from  the  King  of  Korea. 
If  that  be  the  case,  the  idea  that  Li  was  a 
"  plenipotentiary  assassin  "  will  be  exploded. 
We  do  not  think,  for  our  own  part,  that  the 
matter  has  any  very  keen  interest.  The  authen- 
ticity of  the  so-called  "mandates"  might  be  a 
mailer  of  serious  importance  were  Japan  re- 
solved to  consider  them  authentic,  or  were 
Korea  prepared  10  acknowledge  them  as  such. 
But  of  course  Japan  will  not  bring  the  docu- 
ments into  the  field  of  any  needlessly  powerful 
microscope,  and  equally  of  course  Korea  will 
exhaust  all  forms  of  asseveration  to  avert  res- 
ponsibility for  them.  There  will  be  an  interest- 
ing litlle  diplomatic  drama,  but  the  world  at 
large  will  not  be  invited  to  form  an  audience. 
* 

*  * 

The  mystery  of  the  Kim  affair  seems  destined 
to  extend  to  his  lifeless  body.  Two  days  ago 
we  were  informed,  on  the  authority  of  Kitahara, 
a  Japanese  who  accompanied  the  Korean  re- 
fugee to  Shanghai,  that  when  there  was  question 
of  carrying  the  murdered  man's  body  to  Japan, 
the  Shanghai  police  interfered,  as  was  not  un- 
natural. Now,  however,  we  read  in  the  Kokkai 
that  arrangements  had  actually  been  made  to 
ship  the  body  by  the  Saikyo  Maru,  but  that 
when  the  coffin  was  en  route  for  the  steamer, 
a  commotion  arose,  and  the  corpse  was  carried 
off  by  some  unknown  parties.  It  is  supposed, 
the  Kokkai  adds,  that  this  was  effected  by 
Korean  orders,  and  that  the  body  will  be  sent 
to  Soul  to  undergo  the  mutilations  practised  in 
that  country  on  criminals  of  the  worst  type. 
The  story  sounds  most  apocryphal.  What  the 
Jiji  says  as  to  the  interference  of  the  Shanghai 
police  is  much  more  credible. 

* 

*  * 

The  assassin  evidently  lost  no  time  in 
effecting  his  murderous  purpose.  Kim  Ok- 
kyun  lay  down  immediately  after  reaching  the 
hotel  in  Shanghai,  and  having  despatched  his 
Japanese  attendant,  Wada,  to  invite  the  Purser 
of  the  Saikyo  Maru  to  come  to  the  hotel,  set 
himself  to  read,  Ko  Sho-u  being  in  the  next 
room.  As  Wada  was  descending  the  stairs,  he 
heard  three  sounds  that  might  have  been  shots 
or  might  have  been  the  noise  of  bamboo-split- 
ling  which  was  going  on  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Immediately  afterwards  he  was  thrust  aside  by 
Ko  Sho-u,  who  came  running  down  and  fled 
into  the  street.  Wada  followed  but  lost  sight  of 
the  fugitive  almost  immediately.  Meanwhile 
Kim  had  struggled  to  the  lop  of  the  stairs  and 


there  lay  dead,  with  a  bullet  through  his  head 
and  two  in  his  body.  Ko  certainly  did  his  work 
with  resolution  and  despatch. 

The  News  Agency  says  that  Kim  Ok-kyun  and 
Boku  Yeiko  are  not  the  only  Koreans  whom 
the  Government  in  Soul  would  like  to  have  put 
out  of  the  way.  To  Kohan  and  To  Saihitsu 
belong  to  the  same  category.  But  the  last  is 
in  America  studying  medicine,  and  To  Kohan 
is  also  in  the  States,  where  he  acted  as  inter- 
preter at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair. 

*  * 

Mr.  Yu,  the  Korean  Charge  d Affaires  in 
Tokyo,  has  been  telegraphically  recalled.  He  set 
out  on  Thursday  morning  on  his  return  journey. 


THE   JAPANESE   PRESS  ON  THE  ASSASSINATION 
AFFAIR. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  writing  about  the 
assassination  of  Kim  Ok-kyun  in  Shanghai,  and 
the  attempt  upon  Boku  in  Tokyo,  observes 
that,  according  to  the  facts  thus  far  revealed, 
the  Korean  Court  does  not  seem  to  be  entirely 
free  from  suspicion  of  complicity  in  these  ugly 
affairs.  Our  contemporary  hopes,  however,  that 
such  suspicions  will  prove  groundless.  As  to 
the  treatment  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the 
plot  to  assassinate  Boku,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
doubts  not  that  proper  measures  will  be  taken 
to  bring  them  to  justice,  whatever  country 
may  be  at  their  back,  whether  Korea,  China, 
or  any  other  Power.  Moreover,  foreigners, 
who,  though  they  have  not  actually  committed 
any  indictable  crime,  seem  likely  by  their  pre- 
sence to  prejudice  the  cause  of  public  order 
and  peace,  will  be  promptly  expelled  from  the 
country.  As  to  the  alleged  illegal  treatment  of 
the  would-be  assassin,  Li  Isshoku,  by  his  in- 
tended victim  Boku  Yeiko,  that  question,  too, 
ought  to  be  strictly  enquired  into,  and  if  there 
be  anything  unjustifiable  in  the  measures  adopt- 
ed by  Boku  on  the  ground  of  self-defence,  proper 
punishment  must  be  meted  out  to  him.  Pro- 
ceeding to  discuss  the  international  aspect  of 
the  question,  the  Nichi  Nichi  remarks  that, 
should  it  turn  out  that  either  Korea  or  China  is 
responsible  for  the  presence  of  these  assassins 
in  Tokyo,  Japan  will  be  entitled  to  full  repara- 
tion from  the  offending  State,  first,  for  having 
sent  to  its  territories  individuals  whose  presence 
is  prejudicial  to  public  peace  and  tranquillity, 
and,  secondly,  for  having  attempted  to  violate  the 
sovereignty  of  the  empire.  Our  contemporary 
does  not  believe  that  China  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  heinous  plot ;  neither  is  it  inclined  to 
give  ready  credence  to  the  story  of  a  Royal  com- 
mission alleged  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of 
one  of  the  would-be  assassins  of  Boku.  But  if 
any  clear  evidence  of  such  things  be  forthcoming 
this  Empire  cannot  choose  but  take  decisive 
steps.  In  conclusion,  our  contemporary  ex- 
presses sympathy  with  the  unfortunate  Korean 
so  foully  assassinated  in  Shanghai. 

The  Hochi  Shimbun,  after  lamenting  the 
death  of  Kim,  and  dwelling  on  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  he  sought  to  regenerate  his  country, 
appeals  to  the  Japanese  nation  to  collect  a  fund 
and  transport  his  remains  to  Japan,  so  that  he 
may  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  lying  buried 
in  a  land  where  it  was  his  avowed  purpose  to 
spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in  peace,  if  oppor- 
tunity were  not  found  to  fulfill  his  political 

mission  in  his  native  land. 

» 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  says  that,  according  to  the  con- 
fession of  Li  Isshoku,  and  according  to  the 
alleged  Royal  mandate,  'the  plot  of  assassination 
seems  to  have  originate4  in  the  Korean  Court. 
But  that  the  Korean  King  himself  was  a  party 
to  it  is,  in  the  Kokkai's  opinion,  highly  im- 
probable. According  to  a  certain  authority, 
the  emissaries  were  sent  by  the  Ming  family 
at  the  instigation  of  a  certain  foreign  Power. 
The  Kokkai  concludes  by  noting  that  the 
present  affair,  though  apparently  of  minor 
moment,  has  important  bearings  upon  the 
Eastern  Question,  and  is  part  illustrative  of 
the  Japanese  Government's  weak  policy  in  the 
peninsular  kingdom.  In  other  articles,  our 
contemporary  heartily  laments  the  unfortunate 


April  7,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAII 


401 


fale  of  kim,  and  urges  ihe  Government  to  lake 
prompt  measures  for  obtaining  satisfaction  from 
Korea. 

*  * 

The  Niroku  Shlmpo  is  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking  as  the  Kokkai,  but  speaks  more  ex- 
plicitly and  boldly.  To  believe,  it  says,  that  the 
plot  of  assassination  emanated  from  the  Ming 
family,  is  to  confess  unpardonable  ignorance  of 
the  real  relations  between  the  three  countries, 
Japan,  China,  and  Korea.  The  original  inspi- 
ration of  this  miserable  business  is  to  be  traced 
to  the  Chinese  Resident,  Mr.  Yuen  Shikai,  who, 
since  1884, — we  quote  always  from  the  Niroku 
— has  exerted  himself  to  destroy  Japanese  in- 
fluence at  the  Korean  Court.  The  article 
containing  this  accusation  has  not  yet  been 
concluded. 

m 

*  * 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  also  is  of  opinion 
that  the  assassination  of  Kim  and  the  plot 
against  Boku  are  connected  with  each  other,  and 
that  the  persons  engaged  in  the  two  crimes 
were  under  the  direction  of  a  powerful  official 
in  the  Korean  Government.    It  states  that  this 
is  not  the  first  instance  of  an  attempt  to  violate 
the  country's  sovereignty  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  Soul,  and  it  expresses  much  in 
dignation  at  the  gross  insults  thus  offered  to 
Japan.    It  also  complains  of  the  police  that, 
while  they  are  over-vigilant  in  watching  the 
movements  of  harmless  politicians,  they  were 
not  able  to  discover  a  heinous  plot  concocted 
in  the  heart  of  the  Capital.    Alluding  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  principal  emissaries  has  fled 
to  the  Korean  Legation,  the  Mainichi  urges 
the  Government  to  demand  his  expulsion  thence. 
Otherwise  the  Legation  may  become  an  asylum 
for  political  assassins. 

*  * 

All  the  other  papers,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  the 
Vomturi  Shimbun,  the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  and 
so  forth,  write  in  a  similar  strain.  The  Jiji 
Shimpo  alone  has  not  yet  expressed  any  opinion 
on  the  subject.  All  are  united  in  the  belief  that 
the  Korean  King  himself  can  have  no  share  in 
the  heinous  plot,  for  not  only  is  he  considered 
too  high-minded  and  humane  to  stoop  to  such  a 
wicked  scheme,  but  he  is  also  known  to  be  far 
from  satisfied  with  the  growing  influence  of  the 
Ming  family,  which  is  generally  believed  to  be 
the  real  employer  of  the  assassins. 


THE   l. ATE   MR.  K  I  M-0K.-KYUN. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  correspondent  for  the 
following: — "Though  the  news  of  Mr.  Kim's 
assassination  gave  a  great  shock  to  his  many 
friends  in   the    capital,    it    was   what    not  a 
few  of  them  had  feared,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  the  deceased   was  aware  that  he  ran  a 
serious  risk  in  leaving  the  hospitable  shores  of 
the  country  that  had  so  long  protected  him 
from  harm.    Yet  he  placed  full  confidence  in 
his  Korean  companion,  the  man  who  treacher- 
ously slew  him.    Kim  expected  danger  from 
another  quarter.    It  is  now  just  seven  years 
ago,  a  few  months  after  the  Korean  refugee  had 
been  permitted  to  leave  his  place  of  semi-exile 
in  Hokkaido  and  settle  in  Tokyo,  that  a  similar 
attempt  was  made  to  lure  him  away  from  Japan 
to  Shanghai.    That  his  life  would  not  be  worth 
a  day's  purchase  outside  the  limits  of  the  Model 
Settlement,  Kim  fully  understood  ;  yet  though 
a  courageous  man,  albeit  of  puny  physique,  his 
fears  had  been  so  traded  upon  in  the  spring  of 
1887  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  taking  the  route 
for  Shanghai,  it  being  urged  upon  him  that  by 
so  doing  he  would  be  safer  than  in  Japan.  The 
conspiracy  against  his  life  was,  in  this  instance 
very  far-reaching,  and  emanated,  it  was  alleged, 
from  China.    At  all  events  the  Chinese  were 
interested  in  getting  Kim  out  of  the  way;  and 
it  is  very  possible,  or  rather  highly  probable 
that  certain  Chinese  were  implicated  in  this  last 
successful  attempt  against  the  life  of  the  refuge 
In  the  first  instance,  however,  Kim  was  warned 
in  time  and  wholly  disinterested  efforts  kept  him 
from  following  the  specious  but  fatal  advice 
given  him  by  his  enemies.    But  this  made  him 
doubly  careful.    The  facts  in  the  case  were 
made  known  to  his  sponsor  and  life-long  friend, 
Mr.  Fukuzawa  Yukichi,  who  has  ever  seen  in 


the  murdered  man  a  high-tooled  patriot  rather 

that  a  schemer  and  a  self-centred  conspirator, 
going  even  so  far  as  to  keep  him  supplied  with 
funds,  defraying  his   hotel-bills    and  always 
evincing  the  warmest  interest  in  his  personal 
Welfare.    There  is  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Kuku- 
zawa  lit  inly  believed  in  him  and  saw  in  him  the 
coming  man.    Whether  that  belief  was  justi- 
fied or  not  can  no  longer  be  decided.    I  do 
not   think  that  Kim   was  really  so   fond  of 
Japan  as  he  gave  himself  out  to  be.  Noth- 
ing could   have  been    farther   from  his  plans 
than  an  invasion  or  annexation  of  Korea  on 
the  part  of  this  country.     To  the  day  of  his 
death  he  was  planning  for  absolute  Korean  in- 
dependence, and  believed  that  this  could  be 
achieved  only  by  the  overthrow  of  the  reigning 
dynasty.    I  have  again  and  again  heard  him 
make  this  statement.    In  November  of  last  year 
he  said  : — "  Wait  less  than  two  years  longer  and 
you  will  see  one  of  the  greatest  revolutions  of 
modern  times  in  the  Peninsula."     That  his 
schemes  could  be  only  accomplished  by  inter- 
necine war,  he  both  appreciated  and  predicted 
with  indescribable  sang  froid.    Though  most 
guarded  in  his  speech,  he  yet  divulged  sufficient 
to  show  that  he  was  in  constant  communication 
with  Korean  malcontents.    I  know  as  a  fact 
he  received  letters  and  remittances  from  the 
Tai  Won-kun,  the  father  of  the  present  King; 
that  he  was  trying  to  raise  a  loan  in  Japan 
on  certain  estates,  particularly  mines,  owned 
by  the  Tai  Won-kun ;  that  messengers  were 
constantly  coming  and  going  between  them, 
and  that  things  had  gone  so  far  that  the  great 
outbreak  might  have  been  expected  this  autumn. 
Though  every  friend  of  the  suave  refugee  must 
deeply  regret  his  death,  yet  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  very  fact  of  his  having  ceased  to 
live  is  a  guarantee  for  the  future  stability  of  the 
reigning  House  and  a  probable  final  check  to 
the  designs  of  the  Tai  Won-kun,  who,  despite 
his  great  age,  is  the  most  active  and  uncon 
scionable  schemer  in  the  Hermit  Kingdom 
And  this  is  all  the  more  strange  as  he  is  known 
or  rather  believed  to  be  strongly  pro-Chinese, 
which  is  what  Kim  never  was.  Diametrically 
opposed  though  their  policies  were  au  fond,  yet 
each  was  striving  for  a  similar  goal  ;  Kim  for 
reinstatement  in  office  and  the  master-hand, 
the  Tai  Won-kun  for  absolute  authority,  the 
exclusion  of  foreigners,  and — very  possibly — the 
renewed  isolation  of  the  Kingdom,  a  chimsera 
which  no  amount  of  political  strategy  could 
ever  make  probable.    As  already  stated.  Kim 
had  many  warm  friends  in  Japan.    When  Mr. 
Inouye  Kakugoro  started,  as  Mr.  Fukuzawa's 
protege\  a  Korean  semi-official  gazette,  some 
ten  years  ago,  it  was  Kim  who  lent  his  then 
powerful  support  to  the  scheme.    Mr.  Inouye's 
correspondence  to  the  Jiji  Shimpo  was  mainly 
inspired  by  the  same  busy  brain.    So  when 
Kim  came  an  exile  to  these   shores   it  was 
Inouye  Kakugoro  who  most  warmly  befriended 
him  ;  who,  with  Kim's  connivance  and  on  the 
strength  of  his  advice,  put  most  puzzling  ques- 
tions to  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  during  the  first 
session  of  the  Imperial  Diet  concerning  their 
Korean  policy.    During  the  months  of  General 
Legendre's  sojourn  in  Japan,   while  he  was 
movingheaven  and  earth  to  accomplishes  ends, 
Kim  was  au  fait  with  every  particular  of  the  pro 
posed  revised  regulations  and  often  knew  what 
the  Foreign  Office's  reply  would  be  before  the 
Korean  Commissioner  himself  got  wind  of  the 
matter,  for  Kim  had  ever  a  most  strong  political 
"  pull  "  in  this  country.  Besides  all  this,  he  had 
powerful  friends  in  Korea.    While  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  he  instigated,  I  know  that  he  wag  in 
deep  sympathy  with,  the  recent  disturbances. 
The  time  was,  in  his  opinion,  yet  unripe  for 
action,  nor  would  he  ever  have  set  a  half-way 
movement  on  foot.    Living  as  a  Japanese  and 
publicly  professing  no  connection  with  or  in- 
terest in  Korean  politics,  Kim  was  ever  at  work 
for  the  accomplishment  of  his  plans  and  no 
one  knew  better  the   meaning  of  each  petty 
revolt    or    hardly    quelled    riot.     He  was  a 
fluent  Japanese   scholar,   although   the  com- 
bination sh  was  a  very    shibboleth   to  him. 
He  was  given  to  speaking  publicly  of  Korea  as 
a  sikala  no  nai  kuni,  accompanying  the  words 


with  a    deprecatory  smile    and  indesciibable 
shrug  of  the  shoulders.    He  had  left  a  wife 
and  two  children  in  Korea,  the  elder,  a  girl  now 
some  twenty  years  old,  being  spoken  ol  as  very 
pretty  and  highly  accomplished — for  a  Korean. 
His  marriage  did  not  deter  him  from  being 
fond  of  female  society  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
and  many  are  the  escalandres  told  of  him,  gene- 
rally however  without  much  foundation.  Ho 
was  a  most  pleasant  companion,  full  of  anecdote, 
and    had   a  hearty    appreciation    of    a  joke. 
Easily  depressed    in   spirits,   he  nevertheless 
was    buoyantly   sanguine   on    occasion,  and 
never  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  his  life-long 
plans.    Though  often  short  of  funds,  he  found 
not  much  difficulty  in  raising  money   on  his 
note  of  hand,  for  there  were  many  people  who 
had  profound  faith  in  him  and  his  future.  A 
Japanese  friend  of  his,  who  had  often  done 
him  many  important  services,  died  last  summer, 
leaving  insufficient  funds  for  his  own  funeral 
expenses.    Kim  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
whole  matter,  though  not  morally  bound  to  do 
so,  and  raised  with  the  help  of  two  compatriots 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  yen,  giving  to  his 
deceased  friend  a  splendid  funeral,  and  to  the 
widow  substantial  koden.    For  he  was  essen- 
tially open-handed  and  spent  his  money  freely. 
Not  slow  to  evince  gratitude,  he  yet  never 
forgave  an  injury.    The  real  reason  of  his 
fatal    visit   to    Shanghai    was    not,    I  firmly 
believe,  owing  to  his  hope  of  obtaining  funds 
there,  but  because  he  looked  forward  to  meeting 
other  like-minded  Koreans  and  thus  speeding 
the  time  when  the  winter  of  his  discontent  was  to 
become  glorious  summer.    On  the  whole,  Kim 
was  a  remarkable  character,  and  despite  the 
fearful  tales  told  of  his  cold-blooded  cruelty, 
profligacy,  and  wholesale  treachery,  he  was  pro- 
bably more  sinned  against  than  sinning. 


THE   POLITICAL  ASSASSINATION  IN  SHANGHAI. 

The  N.  C.  Daily  News  thus  describes  some  of 
the  incidents  leading  up  to  the  assassination  of 
Mr.  Kim  Ok-kyun  in  Shanghai  on  the  38th 
alt. : — Upon  arriving  in  Shanghai,  Kim  Ok- 
kyun,  his  Japanese  servant  who  had  been  with 
him  for  several  years,  Hong  Tjyong-Ou, — the 
murderer — and  Woo  Po-jin, — who  is  described 
as  a  linguist  to  the  Chinese  Legation — went  to 
stay  at  the  Japanese  Hotel— at  the  corner  of 
North   Soochow   and  North  Honan  Roads— 
where    the    murder    occurred.     The   fact  of 
their  arrival  seems  to  have  been  well-known 
at  the  Japanese  Consulate,    but   the  authori- 
ties  there    disclaimed   any   great    interest  in 
the  parties.     At  the  hotel,  which   is  a  large 
one,  of  respectable  character,  the  murdered 
man  occupied  Room  No.  1,  upstairs,  and  Hong- 
Tjyong-Ou  had  Room  No.  3,  close  by.  On 
their  arrival  they  wore  foreign  clothes,  and 
appeared  like  travelled  Japanese  gentlemen. 
They  all  seemed  on  the  best  of  terms  and 
there  was  nothing  to  exite  suspicion.  Yes- 
terday morning,  according  to  Woo  Po-jin,  the 
murdered  man  gave  Hong-Tjyong-Ou  a  draft 
for  5,000  yen  on  the  Tien-fung  Chinese  bank, 
near  the  Small  East  Gate  of  the  native  city. 
Hong  left  for  the  ostensible  reason  of  getting 
the  draft  cashed.    In  the  course  of  some  time 
he  returned,  saying  he  would  have  to  go  back 
later  to  get  the  money,  as  the  bank  manager 
was  out,  and  he  could  not  see  him  before  five 
or  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.    Woo  Po-jin 
says  he  knows  nothing  more  of  what  happened, 
but  he  is  able  to  throw  some  light  on  the  appa- 
rent reasons  which  induced  the  murdered  man 
to  come  to  Shanghai.    He  says  that  they  had  an 
invitation  from  Li  Hung-chang's  son  (recently 
Chinese  Minister  at  Tokyo)  to  come  to  Shang- 
hai, and  then  start  on  a  tour  in  China.  The 
murdered  man  yieded  to  the  advice  of  his  ac- 
quaintances and  decided  to  take  the  trip,  with 
what  result  will  be  seen  from  what  has  already 
been  written.    After  hearing  about  the  failure 
to  cash  the  draft,  Woo  Po-jin  seems  to  have 
left  the  hotel,  at  any  rate   he  says  he  knows 
nothing  of  the  subsequent  events.    For  what 
occurred  afterwards  then  we  have  to  reply  upon 
the  murdered   man's  Japanese  servant,  and 
according  to  his  story  the  murder  must  have 
been  carefully  planned.    Just  before  the  murder 


402 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[April  7,  1894. 


Hong-Tiyong-Ou  sent  him  out  of  Kim  Ok-kyun's 
room  on  some  small  errand.  There  were  ilien  in 
the  room  the  murderer  and  his  victim.  So  far  as 
we  can  learn,  Hong-Tiyong-Ou  produced  a  re- 
volver, and  fired  a  shot  at  his  victim,  who  was  lying 
in  bed,  on  his  right  side.  The  bullet  entered  at 
the  top  of  the  left  cheek,  and  took  an  upward 
course.  Another  shot  was  then  fired  at  the 
man's  stomach  as  he  turned  over,  the  marks  of 
which  can  be  seen  in  the  bed-clothing.  Kim 
Ok-kyun  then  got  off  the  bed  and  rushed 
out  of  the  door  along  a  corridor.  He  was 
pursued  by  his  assailant  who  fired  one  more 
shot  at  him,  which  entered  below  the  left 
shoulder  blade,  and  then  Kim  Ok-kyun  fell,  at 
the  top  of  a  small  flight  of  stairs,  where  his  dead 
body  was  found  by  the  persons  who  were  at 
tracted  to  the  spot  by  the  firing.  Just  before 
committing  the  murder,  Hong  had  changed  into 
Korean  costume,  and  having  executed  the  deed 

it  was  in  this  dress  that  he  made  his  escape 
» 

The  murderer  was  arrested  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th  ult.,  near  Woosung.  He  readily 
asserted  that  he  had  shot  Mr.  Kim  Ok-kyun  in 
obedience  to  the  express  instructions  from  the 
King  of  Korea.  This  he  reiterated  when 
brought  before  the  Mixed  Court  Magistrate. 

K0  SHO-U  OR  HONG  TJY0NG-0U. 

It  appears  that  the  true  pronounciation  of  the 
name  of  Kim  Ok-kyun's  assassin  is  Hong 
Tjyong-Ou.  So,  at  any  rate,  his  cards  are 
printed.  "  Ko  Sho-u  "  is  the  Japanese  sound 
of  the  ideographs  composing  his  name,  The 
Norlh  China  Daily  News  has  the  following 
with  reference  to  him  : — 

Attention  was  next  turned  to  the  belongings  of 
ttie  murderer,  and  a  cursory  glance  was  enough 
to  sliow  that  he  was  no  ordinary  criminal.  He 
had  a  large  quantity  of  foreign  clothing,  and  the 
numerous  letters  and  documents  in  hispoitman- 
teau  indicated  that  he  had  left  Fiance  in  July  last 
by  the  French  mail  steamer  Melbourne,  and 
ti  ailed  to  Japan,  where  befell  in  with  his  victim. 
There  was  nothing  to  thrown  any  direct  light  upon 
the  mm  dei  ,  but  it  was  evident  that  Hong-Tjyong- 
Ou  had  enjoyed  considerable  social  popularity  in 

Paric. 

He  appears  to  have  stayed  at  the  Hotel  Ser- 
pentre,  11,  Rue  Serpentre,  Pat  is,  and  to  have  had 
many  correspondents.  From  the  well-known  Pere 
Hyacinthe  Loyson,  and  his  family,  there  were 
several  letters,  breathing  the  sincerest  friendship, 
and  expressing  the  warmest  wishes  for  the  re- 
cipient's welfare  on  his  return  to  his  native 
Country.  The  Rev.  gentleman  in  one  letter  sent 
"  Warmest  wishes  for  dear  Korea,  and  prayed  God 
to  pieserve  your  old  father,  mother,  and  children," 
soappaienlly  Hong  is  mau  ied.  Thei  e  was  also 
a  visiting  card  from  Peie  Hyacinthe  saying: 
"  Paris,  22nd  July,  1893.  My  dear  friend,  I  wish 
you  a  veiy  happy  voyage,  and  piay  God  to  bless 
you  and  yours."  All  these  letter  were  in  Fench, 
and  there  were  besides  some  French  books,  in- 
ventories of  a  large  quantity  of  goods  sent  from 
France  at  Hong's  01  ders,  cigai  ettes,  etc.  There 
were  several  letters  of  introduction,  including  one 
to  the  Fiench  Consul  in  Hongkong,  and  another 
to  M.  Frandin,  Commissuire  of  the  French  Go- 
eminent  to  Korea,  none  of  which  had  been 
pi  esenled. 

It  is  stated  that  Hong  knows  Japanese  and 
French,  and  peihaps  English,  but  is  ignorant  of 
Chinese.  Some  of  the  letteis  amongst  his  corre- 
spondence had  been  sent  to  the  caie  of  the  Korean 
Consulate  at  Tokyo,  all  apparently  coming  from 
France, 

*  * 

With  the  arrest  of  Hong-Tjyoug-Ou,  which  was 
cleveily  effected  011  the  morning  of  the  29th  ult. 
near  Woosung,  the  surmise  thai  the  killing  of 
Kim  Ok-kynn  was  a  political  assassination  was 
fully  confirmed j  and  the  pi  isouer  teadilyasseited — 
indeed  he  seemed  to  tegard  his  act  as  a  patriotic 
one — that  he  had  shot  Kim  Ok-kyun  in  obedience 
to  express  instructions  from  the  King  of  Korea. 
The  manner  in  which  the  arrest  was  made  reflects 
gieat  credit  upon  Captain  McEuen  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Municipal  Police  F01  ce  acting  under  his 
instructions.  The  information  that  the  runaway  had 
been  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rifle  Butts 
suggested  the  idea  that  he  would  make  for  Woo- 
sung. Accordingly,  Captain  McEuen  deputed  a 
native  detective,  who  has  a  friend  the  keeper  of 
a  tea-house  at  Kongwan,  on  the  old  Woosung  rail- 
way road,  to  make  enquiries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  if  lie  discovered  the  fugitive's  where- 
abouts to  return  to  Shanghai.     The  detective 


1  elm  ned  to  says  that  the  tea-house  keeper  had 
had  seen  the  man  wanted,  .and  that  he  (the  de 
teclive)  had  maiked  him  down  in  a  certain  house 
beyond   the  Woosung  Cieek.    Captain  McEuen 
then     despatched     Detective-Sergeant    Piest  in 
a  caniage  and  pair  to  the  spot.     With  praise 
worthy  celerity  that  officer  executed  his  instruc 
lions.      Hong-Tjyong  Ou   was   found   asleep  in 
bed,  and  before  he  awakened  the  handcuffs  had 
been  slipped  around  his   wrists.     Without  more 
ado  he  was  biought  back  to  Shanghai  and  lodged 
in    the  Cential   Police  Station.     There  he  was 
faiily  communicative  and  appeared  to  icgard  his 
woikas  having  been  satisfactorily  accompl islied 
He  ran  away,  he  said,  after  the  murder  because 
he  feared  that  Kim  Ok-kyun's  Japanese  boy  would 
revenge  his  master's  death — a  fear  which  seems 
to  be  well  grounded,  for  the  boy  who  is  a  native 
of  the  Bonin  Islands  and  has  been  the  refugee's 
personal    attendant   during    his   exile,  certainly 
feels  Ins  mastei's  death,  and   evinces  most  de 
termined  animosity  against  the  mmdeier.  Hong 
Tjyong-Ou    then    went  on  to  say  that  the  King 
of    Korea  had    offered    inducements    to  anyone 
who  would   remove   Kim   Ok-kyun.     The  latter 
had    been    intriguing    with    both    the  Russians 
and  Japanese,  and  the  prisoner  hinted  that  the 
latter    weie    a  little  tired    of   his  machinations 
and    were   not   loath    to   let    him    go    his  way 
Asked  why  he  wailed  until  coming  to  Shanghai  to 
execute  the  plot,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  get  a 
the  information  out  of  Kim  Ok-kyun  he  needed 
until  ai  living  here,  but  as  soon  as  he  had  leai  ned 
all  he  could  he  killed  the  man.    The  prisoner  was 
naturally  subjected  lo  the  usual  search,  and  he  was 
found  to  be  in  possession  of  ample   means.  He 
had  fourteen  English  sovereigns  on  him,  as  well 
as  the  diaft  for  5,000  yen  on  the  Tien-fung  bank 
here,  but  the  exact  value  of  the  latter  document  has 
not  yet  been  ascei  tabled.     The  most  careful  enqui 
ties  have  as  yet  failed  to  result  in  the  discoveiy  of 
such  a  bank,  ahd  the  belief  was  strengthened  yester- 
day that  it  was  a  "  dummy  "  document  which  had 
been  given  to  the  murdered  man  as  an  additional 
inducement  to  come  to  Shanghai.      News  of  the 
arrest  having  been  communicated  to  the  Chinese 
authorities,   in   the  forenoon  the  City  Magistrate 
opened  the  inquest  on  the  1  emains,  the  proceed- 
ings taking  place  at  the  Japanese  Hotel,  in  the 
00m  where  the  ciime  was  committed.     The  scene 
there  was  certainly  a  remarkable  one.   The  room  is 
of  fairsize,  plainly  but  comfortably  furnished,  orna- 
mented with  a  few  European  engravings,  and  one 
or  two  Japanese  embellishments.    The  City  Magis- 
trate sat  at  the  small  square  table  in  the  centre  of 
the  room,  surrounded  by  his  numeious  staff  of 
clei  ks  and  runners.    Captain  McEuen,  Inspector 
Reed,  Detective-Sergeant  Prest,  and  several  inter- 
preters versed   in  Japanese,  Chinese,  or  English 
were  also  present.    The  room  was  full,  and  as  a 
precautionary  measure,  perhaps,  many  of  those  pre- 
sent smoked  cigarettes.    The  corpse  was  lying  on  a 
cane  couch,  covered  with  a  sheet,  and  when  this 
was  removed  an  industrious  amateur  photographer 
obtained  permission  to  take  a  number  of  photo- 
graphs of  the  body.    Aiound  the  spot  where  the 
bullet  had  entered  the  left  cheek  were  signs  of 
hemorihage.     The  prisoner  was  brought   into  the 
room  by  the  police,  and  stood  behind  the  Magis- 
trate's chair.    He  wore  Korean  costume,  with  fo- 
reign boots,  and  looked  a  typical   Korean.  The 
only  person  whom  he  appeared  to  diead  was  the 
murdered  man's  boy,  but  the  police  kept  a  sharp 
eye  on  the  latter,  who  was  edging  his  way  to  the 
pi  isoner  until  he  was  stopped.  Hong-Tjyong-Ou 
visibly   trembled   when   the  boy  was  approaching 
him,  and  neivously  clutched  Captain  McEuen's 
aim.     It  should  be  said  that  before  ihe  proceedings 
began  a  swoid-stick  and  a  Japanese  sword  wei  e 
noticed  to  be  lying  in  the  room  in  a  very  "  handy" 
manner,  and  these  it  was   thought   belter  to  take 
away.      The  proceedings  from  a  foreigner's  point 
of  view  were  decidedly  informal.      An  interpreter 
from    the    Japanese    Consulate     translated  the 
Magisti  ale's    questions    when     addressed    to  a 
Japanese    person,    and    the     police  inleipietei 
acted   as  the  intermediary  between    the  police 
and  the  Magistrate.     The  prisoner,  in  reply  to  the 
Magistrate,  said  that  he  and  another  man  had 
been  commissioned  by  the  King  of  Korea  to  assas- 
sinate Kim  Ok-kyun,  who  was  a  traitor  and  enemy 
to  his  country.    The  piisoner  did  not  hold  the 
document  directing  him  lo  do  the  deed;  that  was 
in  the  possession  of  his  confederate,  who  was  at  pie- 
sent  in  Japan.  After  a  good  deal  of  general  talking, 
the  Magisti  ate  adjoin  ned  the  enquiry.   He  wanted 
the  deceased's  boy  to  undertake  not  to  leave  Shang- 
hai for  a  week,  but  the  latter  said  he  could  nol 
promise,  as  lie  desired  to  take  his  master's  body 
to  Japan  in  a  day  or  two.     Upon  this  point  no 
agreement  could  be  come  lo,  and  it  remains  in 
abeyance.    The  Magistrate  at  one  period  of  the 
enquiry  said  he  would  like  to  interrogate  Woo- 


from  Japan,  but  that  individual  could  not  be 
found.  The  proceedings  then  closed  with  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Magistrate,  the  prisoner  haying 
been  removed  just  before. 


The 


A  CURIOUS  COMPACT. 

power  of  combination  for  questionable 
purposes  seems  to  be  among  the  endowments 
of  the  Japanese  nation.  Nothing  is  easier  here 
than  to  organise  a  guild,  and  though  the  ori- 
ginal purposes  of  the  organization  are  generally 
good,  the  strength  of  the  combination  is  too 
often  subsequently  exercised  in  a  manner  open 
to  criticism.  An  illustration  is  furnished  by  a 
case  that  has  occurred  in  Ise.  It  is  related  in 
the  columns  of  the  Nichi Nichi  Shimbun.  Mr. 
Moroto  Seiroku  of  Kuwana  is  a  merchant  who 
has  amassed  a  large  fortune  since  the  Restora- 
tion. His  name  is  little  known  beyond  the 
circle  of  the  Tokyo  and  Osaka  Exchanges, 
but  his  localinfluence  is  very  strong.  It  appears 
that  he  speculated  largely  in  land,  believing 
that  an  extension  of  the  Kwansei  Railway 
would  pass  through  the  district  where  he  had 
made  his  purchases,  but  being  disappointed  in 
that  forecast,  he  conceived  a  strong  grudge 
against  the  Company  and  set  himself  to 
injure  it  in  every  way  possible.  The  chief 
device  resorted  to  by  him  was  to  persuade 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  through  which 
the  railway  was  likely  to  pass  that  unless 
the  line  was  carried  overhead  serious  injury 
and  inconvenience  would  result  to  the  place. 
Hence  the  people  were  induced  to  enter  into  a 
compact  that  the  Company  should  be  compelled 
to  base  its  plan  of  construction  on  that  principle. 
The  signatories  of  the  compact  pledged  them- 
selves that  anyone  violating  its  provisions  should 
be  excommunicated,  that  the  same  penalty 
should  attach  to  anyone  selling  houses  or  lands 
to  the  Company,  offering  accommodation  to 
the  Company's  officials  or  providing  them  with 
any  necessaries.  We  can  scarcely  credit  this 
singular  story,  but  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun 
evidently  has  faith  in  it. 


THE  LOCAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  SYSTEM    IN  JAPAN. 

Questions  addressed  by  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Local  Governors  now 
in  conclave  have  elicited  replies  indicating 
three  directions  that  reform  ought  to  take. 
Under  the  present  system  of  local  government 
there  is  a  Local  Council,  one  of  the  chief  func- 
tions of  which  is  to  act  as  a  buffer  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Prefectural  Assembly.  But 
the  Council  has  hitherto  proved  of  little  use  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  problem  is,  how  to  make 
it  useful.  Then,  again,  it  is  found  that  Head- 
men of  Divisions,  who  are  at  the  same  time 
members  of  Local  Assemblies,  show  a  disposi- 
tion to  employ  their  powers  in  the  latter  capacity 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  Headmen 
of  their  Districts.  The  third  point  is  that  mem- 
bers of  Urban  or  Divisional  Assemblies  fre- 
quently show  themselves  so  indifferent  to  the 
interests  of  their  communities  as  to  absent  them- 
selves from  the  meetings  and  leave  everything 
to  the  control  of  the  Headmen.  These  defects 
are  said  to  have  had  the  result  of  discrediting 
the  new  system  of  Local  Government.  The 
experience  of  the  seventeen  localities  where  the 
system  is  already  in  operation  does  not  inspire 
others  with  any  anxiety  to  be  brought  under  it. 
This  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  naturally 
causes  much  solicitude  to  the  present  Minister 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs  who  took  a  prominent 
part  in  hastening  the  enforcement  of  the  new 
system. 

FRENCH  ENTERPRISE   IN  JAPAN. 

The  Haiphong  Courrier  says: — French  in- 
dustry has  completely  16st  its  influence  in 
Japan ;  two  large  ironclads,  which  must  be 
worth  about  fifteen  million  dollars,  have  just 
been  ordered  in  Europe  for  the  Mikado's 
Navy,  and  French  contractors  were  not  even 
asked  to  tender,  though  probably  their  tenders 
would  have  run  about  a  million  dollars  below 
the  English.  The  fact  is  that  French  firms 
make  no  effort  to  push  their  interests  there 
(nor  indeed  anywhere  else,  lo  any  great  extent)  ; 


while  the  British  firms  have  in  Tokyo  their  own 
Po-jin/who  accompanied  the  deceased  and  accused  I  special  technical  agents,  who  enjoy  the  best  of 
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treatment,  know  how  to  keep  themselves  posted 
as  to  what  is  and  will  be  doing,  and  manage  to 
get  their  tenders  accepted  even  in  preference  to 
those  of  the   commission   firms  who  act  for 
French  shipbuilders  and  engineers  in  Yoko- 
hama, but  who  never  study  Japanese  require- 
ments,   As  long  as  the  great   foundries  of 
France,  the  Chantiers  de  la  Mediterrandc,  the 
Creusot,  the  Chantiers  de  la  Loire,  do  not  make 
up  their  minds  to  maintain,  right  in  Tokyo, 
their  own  special  agents,  of  more  reliability 
than  the  iniquitous  Tientsin  syndicates,  they 
will  see  all  the  millions  of  Japan  continue 
to  go  along  the  road  so  carefully  paved  by 
the  more  enterprising  British.    Moreover,  the 
Japanese    engineers    form    very  unflattering 
opinions  of  what  the  French  workshops  can 
do  ;  for  we  send  in  applications  for  contracts 
to  build  them  vessels  of  the  latest  model,  with 
quick-firing  guns,  hydraulic  gear,  electric  ap- 
pliances to   set   in   motion   every  important 
mechanism  of  the  ship  by  merely  pressing  a 
button — and  then  we  show  them  specimens  like 
the  Triomphante  and  Bayard,  which  come  out 
to  the  Far  East  en  glorieux  itivalides.  The 
French  mail  steamers  strengthen  the  bad  im- 
pression, by  regularly  taking  a  fifth  or  a  sixth 
longer  time  than  the  P.  &  O.  boats  on  the  same 
voyage.    The  British  squadron  in  the  Far  East 
comprises  fine  ships  like  the  Imperieuse  and 
Leander,  while  the  Centurion,  a  first-class  iron 
clad  of  latest  pattern,  is  expected  soon  ;  the 
Russians  have  here  the  Admiral  Korniloff,  and 
they  will  shortly  have  out  the  Admiral  Nakhi- 
moff,  while  even  the  United  States,  hitherto 
contented  with  a  China  Squadron  of  ancient 
"  opera  comique  "  single-deckers,  have  now  sent 
out  two  of  the  most  modern  and  admirable  war- 
ships, the  Baltimore  and  Concord.  The  French 
Naval  authorities  are  making  a  tremendous  mis- 
take.   Their  policy  is  to  concentrate  all  their 
resources  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  keep  their 
eyes  on  Berlin  ;  but  they  have  been  playing  this 
game  now  for  24  years  past,  and  it  only  means 
that  we  are  keeping  our  cards  in  our  hands 
while  our  rivals  play  as  they  like,  and  our  in- 
fluence abroad  falls  lower  day  by  day. 


missing  after  such  ft  domiciliary  visit,  and 
though  Okaisu  was  too  shrewd  to  go  twice  to 
the  same  establishment,  suspicion  was  aroused. 
Her  frequent  connection  with  pawnbrokers  of 
unwholesome  reputation,  was  her  undoing. 
Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  several 
scores  of  the  leading  tammonoya  in  the  metro- 
polis had  been  the  unwilling  veclims  of  her 
flowing  sleeves,  and  that  she  had  actually 
managed  to  make  off  with  something  like  five 
thousand  yen  worth  of  other  people's  belong- 
ings in  the  course  of  a  little  over  two  years. 
The  pretty  house  in  Kanda  is  now  "  to  let," 
but  there  is  joy  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  trade 
in  silk  piece-goods. 


NEWSPAPERS. 

Things  did  not  look  bright  for  the  Japanese 
press  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago.  In  1881 
there  were  253  newspapers  ;  in  1882,  the  number 
fell  to  240,  and  in  1883  to  199.  Thenceforth 
the  accurate  record  stands  thus,  according  to 
figures  published  by  the  Statiscian  : — 

1884.    1883.     1886.  1887. 

Ordinary  Newspapers...  87      71      82  86 

Military  Publications  ...    2        I  2 

Educational  Publications  68 

Law,  Political,  and  Eco- 
nomical, Join  nals   8 

Religious  Publications...  13 

Magazines    7 

Medical  Journals   17 

Agi  icultuial,  Coramer-1 
cial,  and  Industrial  f  51 
Publications   

Official  Publications 


9 

33 
6 

19 


116 

21 

25 
5 

26 


3 

ISO 

33 
26 
8 
33 


1888. 
121 

3 

179 

20 
3i 


16 


62  88  88  86 
9     38     44  40 


Total 


.269    321    403    471  511 


Ordinary  Newspapers   164 

Militai  y  Publications    2 

Educational  Publications    ...  215 
Law,  Political,  and  Econo- 
mical   17 

Religious  Publications   62 

Magazines    — 

Medical  Journals   47 

Agricultut  al,  Commercial,  and 

Industrial  Publications    ...  97 

Official  Publications   44 


171 
I 

233 

17 

66 


180  228 


251  251 


16 

66 


16 

03 


42     45  45 


141 

45 


167 

39 


167 
26 


THE  GUMMA  LOCAL  ASSEMBLY. 

The  Gumma  Local  Assembly  has  been  the 
scene  of  a  disgraceful  tumult.  A  member 
having  preferred  a  charge  of  corrupt  practices 
in  connection  with  the  election  of  the  Chair- 
man, Vice-Chairman,  and  Standing  Committee, 
the  Assembly  appointed  a  special  Committee 
to  investigate  the  matter.  The  special  Com- 
mittee's report  had  not  yet  been  presented, 
when  one  of  its  membersannounced  that  evidence 
had  been  obtained  of  corrupt  practices,  and 
his  announcement  was  the  signal  for  an  attack 
by  some  twenty  soshi,  who  would  have  handled 
the  Chairman  very  roughly  had  not  the  police 
interfered.  As  it  was,  he  escaped  with  a  slight 
injury  to  his  right  hand. 

A  DEXTEROUS  THIEF. 

Female  banditti  were  not  uncommon  in  the 
good  old  times  prior  to  Commodore  Perry's  in- 
trusive visit ;  now-a-days  they  exist  no  longer, 
having  disappeared  with  the  kago  and  the  two- 
sworded  samurai.     Even  female  thieves  are 
quite  out  of  the  ordinary  run,  so  that  the  recent 
arrest  of  a  well-dressed  and  prettily  domiciled 
young  woman  in  Kanda  District,  Tokyo,  was  a 
decided  surprise.    It  appears  that  Okatsu  was 
a  manbiki,  or  shoplifter,  of  the  most  accom- 
plished description.     Her  antecedents  would 
not,  it  is  said,  bear  strict  investigation,  though 
she  had  never  been  in  what  Mr.  Riderhood 
euphemistically   termed    "  trouble."     To  all 
outward  appearance  a  member  of  the  better 
class  of  society,  it  was  her  passion  to  visit  the 
leading  silk-mercers  and  dry-good  dealers  of 
the  metropolis.     Throwing  the  flowing  sleeves 
of  her  haori  over  the  silks  shown  her,  she 
would,  like  the  New  York  belle,  have  the  best 
of  the  store  displayed,  but  retire  after  making 
one  or  two  purchases  of  a  petty  description, 
much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  clerks,  who  had 
ransacked  the  shelves  for  her  and  reckoned  on 
a  good  order.    It  was  noticed  that  several  valu- 
able pieces  of  dress-material  were  invariably 


Total    648    716    766  792 

♦ 

Perhaps  the  two  most  remarkable  of  the 
above  figures  are  those  relating  to  educational 
and  religious  publications,  especially  the  latter. 
The  religious  journals  of  Japan  grew  from  13 
in  1884  to  68  in  1892  ;  in  other  words  they 
increased  more  than  five-fold  in  eight  years. 


ing — al  which  he  was  an  adept — to  lull  suspicion 
and  then  continued  hit  nefftriout  operations,  The 
youth  rejoices  in  the  name  of  Fujii  Asalaro,  alias 
neko  koto,  while  his  accomplices  are  a  man 
and  woman  named  Yamamoto  Kichizo  and 
Suzuki  Gin;  who  disposed  of  the  stolen  goods  to 
Chinese  receivers.  The  youthful  burglar  was 
generally  satisfied  with  watches  and  articles  of 
jewellery  and  other  small-sized  valuables  belong- 
ing lo  the  WeU-U)*do  folk  who  reside  on  Noge 
and  Zeikan-zaka-  He  even  visited  the  Hospital 
in  the  course  of  llifl  career.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  precociousne8S  '»  lllis  li,,e  w'»  be 
stopped  for  some  time  10  come- 

GERMAN  COMEDIETTAS  I'OR  THE  J  AI'A  N  USE  STAGE. 

Ik  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Kawakaini  Otojiro,  the 
soshi  actor,  to  put  adaptations  of  French  plays 
on  the  Japanese  stage  prove  successful,  it  is 
said  that  other  playwrights  are  going  to  try 
what  they  can  do  with  some  of  those  inimitable 
one  and  two-act  German  comediettas  that  have 
been  translated  into  so  many  languages  and 
given  amusement  to  the  peoples  of  so  many 
lands.    One  writer  proposes  to  utilize  some  of 
the  works  of  Kotzebue,  and  has  already  suc- 
ceeded in  making  a  very  fair  version  of  that 
author's  amusing  one-act  comedy  Die  Eifer- 
suchtige  Frau,  or  "  The  Jealous  Wife  ;"  another 
has  chosen  the  well-known  Damenkrieg,  or 
"  The  Ladies'  War."    The  former,  we  should 
think,  ought  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  a 
Japanese  audience,  as  in  spite  of  all  one  reads 
about  wifely  submission  and  obedience  to  the 
man  of  the  house,  the  tables  are  often  turned 
and  okokoro-yoshi,    "hen-pecked"  husbands, 
are  by  no  means  rare.    The  latter  play  would 
be  a  venture  in  every  sense,  for,  so  far  as  we  can 
recall  it,  the  whole  action  turns  on  ideas  some- 
what at  variance  with  the  Japanese  domestic 
code.    Nevertheless,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that 
a  step  has  been  made  in  this  direction.  The 
Shakespearian  drama  is  not  easily  adaptable  and 
yet  the  one  notion  hitherto  has  been  to  put  this 
on  the  local  stage.    It  would  be  far  better  to 
begin  with  lighter  work  and    accustom  the 
audiences  to  slight  differences  of   scene  and 
action  before  attempting  anything  so  ponderous 
as  a  version  of  "  Hamlet  "  or  "  the  Merchant  of 
Venice." 


CAPITAL  EMBARKED   IN  BUSINESS  IN  JAPAN. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  in  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the 
commercial  and  industrial  undertakings — banks 
and  railways  excepted — to  which  charters  had 
been  given  up  to  the  15th  of  February  last,  are 
as  follow  ; — 

Niim-  Total 
ber.  Capitals. 

yen.  yen. 
50,000  capital  694 
50,000  up  to  100.000  107 
zoo, 000  to  150,000  60 
150,000  to  200,000  15 
2co,ooo  to  300,000  49 
300,000  to  400,000  24 
500,000 


yen. 
8,631,704 
6,380,400 
6,282,550 
2,350,000 
18,080,200 
7.335. 000 

4.352.495 
14,340,000 
40,920,000 


Companies  with  less  than.. 
Companies  with  capitals  of 
Companies  with  capitals  of 
Companies  with  capitals  of 
Companies  with  capitals  of 
Companies  with  capitals  of 
Companies  with  capitals  of  400,000 
Companies  with  capitals  of  500,000  to  1,000,000  26 
Companies  with  capitals  of  over  a  million  yen 

Total   1,006  101,762,349 

Average  capital  per  Company  ...  101,155  jot! 

With  regard  to  Banks  and  Railway  Companies 
we  have  the  following  : — 

Number.  Capitals. 

Banks-National  Banks   131    48,416,100  yen 

Private  Railway  Companies   »8    73,123,000 yen 

Total    159   m,539.r°° 

Thus  the  grand  totals  are  1,165  companies  with 
a  capital  of  223,311,449  Ven- 

A  PRECOCIOUS  BURGLAR. 

The  police  have  succeeded  in  breaking  up  a 
band  of  thieves  wha  have  made  the  cares  of 
householders  on  Noge  very  onerous  for  some 
time  past.  The  actual  burglar  is  a  youth  about 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  generally  effected  an 
entrance  into  houses  through  the  small  open- 
ing at  the  rear  of  the  waterclosets,  and  whenever 
any  of  the  inmates  awoke  through  some  unto- 
ward noise  made  by  him,  he  set  up  a  caterwaul- 


ANARCHISTS  IN  JAPAN. 

The  Staatsburger  Zeitung  of  Berlin  has  some 
curious  information  to  give  about  Japanese 
anarchists.    "Anarchism,"  it  writes,  "  has  es- 
tablished itself  in  every  European  country,  nor 
is  it  unknown  in  America.    That  Japan  also  has 
its  Anarchists  will  be  new  to  most  readers. 
Yet,  that  country  has  its  fair  share  of  Anarchistic 
agitation.    The  first  clubs  of  the  party  were 
formed  by  house-owners,  who  endeavoured  to 
find  relief  from  the  very  high  taxes  imposed 
upon  all  real-estate.    Little  by  little,  other  dis- 
satisfied people,  of  all  trades,  found  entrance 
into  the  clubs.    The  members  of  the  Catilina 
type  gained  the  majority,  and  the  house-owners 
resigned.    To-day,  these  clubs  follow  the  device 
"Labour  against   Capital."     Armed  attacks 
against  the  Japanese  bourgeois  have  already 
been  attempted  by  the  "  enemies  of  capitalism  " 
in  the   "Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun "  {sic). 
The  police,  however,  got  wind  of  these  disturb- 
ances.   The  collected  arms  were  confiscated, 
and  the  head  of  the  Revolutionaries  was  arrest- 
ed, which  ended  the  matter."    All  this  is  very 
wonderful  news  ;  more  wonderful  to  us  in  Japan 
them  to  anyone  else.    But  even  a  grave  journal 
like  the  Staatsburger  has  its  moments  of  silli- 
ness, apparently. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 

At  present  the  Korean  assassination  affair 
engrosses  public  attention  so  much  that  the 
circulation  of  idle  political  gossip  has  fallen 
a  little  out  of  fashion.  But  rumour  is  not 
altogether  idle.  Political  wiseacres  persist 
in  believing  that  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs,  now  staying  at  Numazu,  has  fully 
made  up  his  mind  to  leave  the  Government. 
•When  he  recently  returned  to  the  capital, 
he  is  said  to  have  called  on  the  Premier  at 
the  latter's  private  residence  in  Isarago,  and 
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held  with  him  a  conference  lasting  several  hours. 
At  that  meeting  Count  Inouye,  it  is  stated,  un- 
reservedly unbosomed  himself  to  Count  Ito,  and 
the  Premier  tried  earnestly  but  unsuccessfully 
to  pacify  and  accommodate  his  distinguish- 
ed colleague.  As  the  result  of  the  conference, 
it  was  arranged,  continues  the  story,  that  Count 
Inouye  should  stay  away  from  the  capital  during 
the  coming  session  of  the  Diet,  and  that  his 
resignation  should  be  announced  subsequently. 
Another  report  is  that  Count  Inouye's  temporary 
abstinence  from  any  active  share  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  Administration  must  be  regarded  as 
a  device — arranged  in  a  friendly  spirit  between 
himself  and  the  Premier — to  pave  the  way  for 
his  undertaking,  under  certain  circumstances, 
the  formation  of  a  purely  Sat-Cho  Cabinet. 
Yet  another  version  runs  that  though  Count 
Inouye  thinks  of  following  Count  Ito  as  Mini- 
ster President  of  State,  he  is  not  likely  to  succeed 
in  organizing  a  strong  Ministry,  for  he  has 
more  enemies  than  Count  Ito.  It  is  finally 
reported  that  the  younger  politicians  of  Satsuma 
extraction  still  persist  in  endeavouring  to  pur- 
suade  Counts  Kuroda,  Saigo,  and  Oyama  to 
leave  the  Government,  being  indignat  at  the 
complete  ascendency  of  the  Choshu  elements 
in  the  present  Cabinet,  and  regarding  the  above 
three  Counts  as  mere  dupes  of  their  cunning 
Choshu  colleagues.  These  rumours  seem  to 
us  almost  entirely  lacking  in  probability. 
» 

*  * 

The  National  Unionists  are  in  a  dilemna  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  employing  the  surplus 
for  granting  appropriations  in  aid  of  engineer- 
ing works  in  inundated  districts.  They  have 
hitherto  consistently  approved  such  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  it 
may  be  thought  that  no  other  course  can 
be  open  to  them  in  the  present  case.  But 
then  to  be  consistent  they  must  face  the  dis- 
agreeable prospect  of  breaking  up,  or  at  least 
weakening,  the  confederacy  existing  between 
the  six  parties  of  the  Opposition.  The  Pro- 
gressionists have  evinced  strong  anxiety  about 
the  matter,  and  are  believed  to  have  endeavoured 
energetically  to  demonstrate  to  the  National 
Unionists  the  imperative  necessity  of  a  radical 
change  of  policy  on  this  subject.  Under  that 
pressure  the  National  Unionists  have  struck  out 
a  middle  course.  They  are  to  say  nothing 
about  the  constitutional  aspects  of  the  problem, 
but  will  stoutly  attack  the  Cabinet  on  the 
grounds  that  the  measure  was  not  of  pressing 
necessity,  and  that  the  disbursement  of  the 
surplus  was  not  effected  by  means  of  an  Imperial 
Ordinance,  the  method  pursued  by  the  Matsu- 
kata  Cabinet.  They  forget  that  the  Matsukata 
Cabinet,  which  they  regard  as  a  model  of  con- 
stitutional propriety,  did  not  follow  any  uniform 
practice  in  such  matters,  having  in  some  cases 
made  outlays  of  the  nature  under  dispute  with- 
out recourse  to  an  Imperial  Ordinance. 
* 

*  * 

There  seems  to  be  some  foundation  in  the 
report  that  the  members  of  the  Doshi  Seisha,  or 
at  least  many  of  them,  are  inclined  to  renew 
their  allegiance  to  the  Radical  Parly.  A 
writer  in  the  latest  number  of  the  Nippon-jin 
severely  criticises  their  inconstancy.  When 
they  left  the  Radical  Party,  they  openly  con- 
demned it  for  giving  support  to  the  Government. 
How  then  can  they  witli  honour  return  to  the 
fold  of  the  Jiyu-to,  just  at  the  time  when  it  is 
more  than  ever  believed  to  be  friendly  to  the 
Government?  The  writer  thinks  that  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Doshi  Seisha  are  sincere 
admirers  of  Count  Goto,  having  begun  their 
political  career  under  the  comprehensive  banner 
of  the  Daido  Danketsu.  That  is  especially  true 
of  Messrs.  Kudo  Kokan,  Suzuki  Manjiro,  Take- 
ishi  Keiji,  and  Node  Shozaburo.  When  they 
seceded  from  the  Jiyu-to,  their  object  was  once 
more  to  array  themselves  under  the  leadership 
of  their  former  captain.  They  also,  it  is  stated, 
counted  on  being  joined  by  Mr.  Kono  Hironaka. 
But  Mr.  Kono  still  remains  in  the  Radical  Party, 
and  does  not  seem  to  be  particularly  desirous  of 
leaving  it.  As  for  Count  Goto,  the)'  had  hoped 
that  he  wo.uld  oppose  the  Government  when  he 
went  out  of  office,  but  he  continues  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  Cabinet.    Thus  having  been  dis- 


appointed in  these  vital  respects,  resolution  and 
courage  have  begun  to  fail  them,  and  they  are 
now  weak  enough  to  beat  a  retreat  and  return 
to  their  original  camp.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the 
substance  of  the  article  in  the  Nippon-jin. 
* 

*  * 

Japan  has  surely  enough  political  parties. 
Yet  a  new  addition  has  been  formed  in  the  shape 
of  the  Chu-goktt  Shimpo-to  just  organized  by 
politicians  of  progressive  principles  in  the  Chu- 
goku,  or  Provinces  of  the  San-yo-do  and  San-in- 
do.  What  is  singular  about  the  new  association 
is  that  it  contains  several  avowed  members  of 
other  parties.  For  instance,  unless  our  informa- 
tion be  incorrect,  it  boasts  among  its  promoters 
Messrs.  Inukai  Ki  and  Kobayashi  Kusuo, 
prominent  members  of  the  Kaishin-to  and  the 
Doshi  Seisha  respectively.  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  that  singular  feature?  The  only  rational 
explanation  seems  to  be  that  the  newly  formed 
party  is  a  local  attempt  to  amalgamate  the  allied 
Opposition  factions.  The  Progressionists  of 
Okayama  seem  to  be  the  principal  promoters  of 
this  combination. 

m 

*  * 

Mr.  Fukuzawa  has  of  late  been  the  subject 
of  much  abusive  comment  in  the  columns  of 
the  Opposition  papers.    His  outspoken  criti- 
cism of  the  destructive  and  unreasonable  policy 
pursued  by  the  Kaishin-to  and  its  allies  must 
have  been  far  from  pleasant  to  them.  Various 
absurd  rumours  have  been  circulated  about 
him,  but  they  are  contemptuously  rejected  by 
the  sober  section  of  the  public.    Here  is  the 
latest  stricture  upon  him  from  the  columns  of 
the  Kokumin-no-Tomo'. — "Mr.  Fukuzawa  pre- 
tends to  be  free  from  the  infection  of  the  poli- 
tical fever,  but  that  is  by  no  means  the  case.  He 
always  attacks  the  ^///Government's  aristocra- 
tic and  bureaucratic  policy,  though  in  reality  he 
is  on  intimate  terms  with  the  statesmen  who 
happen  to  be  in  power.    1    ■    *    While  Count 
Okuma  was  in  office,  Mr.  Fukuzawa  was  his 
enthusiastic  supporter,  but  after  the  Count  left 
the  Government  the  Sage  of  Mita  became  gra- 
dually less  and  less  favourably  disposed  toward 
him  until  the  friendship  originally  existing  be- 
tween them  was  entirely  dropped.    When  Count 
Inouve  undertook  negotiations  for  revision  of 
the  Treaties,  Mr.  Fukuzawa  was  at  first  a  zeal- 
ous supporter  of  the  Foreign  Minister,  but  so 
soon  as  public  opposition  began  to  manifest  it- 
self, he  was  the  first  to  demand  the  suspension 
of  the  negotiations.  Tiie  same  is  true  of  his  con- 
duct atthe  time  of  Count  Okuma's  attempted  Re- 
vision.   Again,  when  the  Ito  Cabinet  was  appar- 
ently strong,  he  advised  it  to  dissolve  the  Diet  as 
many  times  as  might  be  judged  desirable,  and 
seemed  to  place  unbounded  confidence  in  its 
power    and    capacity.     But    no    sooner  did 
a  dissension  arise  between  the  Satsuma  and 
Choshu  sections,   than   he  turned  his  back 
on  the  Cabinet  and  attacked  it  about  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  surplus."  The  Kokumin  con- 
cludes this  curious  tirade  by  asserting  that, 
throughout  such  an  inconsistent  political  career, 
Mr.  Fukuzawa  has  always  been  unchangeably 
devoted  to  one  cause,  the  increase  of  his  own 
influence  in  the  commercial  class.    Thus  it  is 
always.    If  credit  may  be  earned  in  the  pursuit 
of  politics,  discredit  has  also  to  be  expected. 


FOREIGN   RESIDENTS  AND  THE  SILVER  WEDDING. 

The  foreign  residents  of  Tsukiji  were,  so  far 
as  we  know,  the  only  foreign  community  in 
Japan — the  foreign  employes  of  the  Government 
of  course  excepted — that  discharged  the  obvious 
duty  of  courtesy  imposed  by  the  recent  Silver 
Wedding  of  Their  Majesties  the  Emperor  and 
Empress.  An  Address  was  presented  in  their 
names  to  the  Imperial  Couple.  We  have 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  Address  and  of  the 
answer  conveyed  through  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs  : — 

To  Their  Impekial  Majesties,  the  Emperor 

and  Empress  of  Japan. 
In  the  celebralion  of  an  event  of  such  happy  signi- 
ficance as  that  which  now  awakens  the  pride  and 
devotion  of  this  loyal  Empire,  all  barriers  of  race  or 
language  cease  to  exist.  The  feeling  which  inspires 
the  people  of  Japan  to  unite  in  tributes  of  affection 
and  honour  is  shared  by  those  who  are  not  native  to  ' 


the  soil,  and  in  sympathy  and  fervent  good-will  there 
are  this  day  no  aliens  in  the  land.  Desiring  to  add 
their  earnest  congratulations  to  those  which  the  sub- 
jects  of  Your  Majesties  proffer  in  boundless  profusion, 
the  foreign  residents  of  the  capita!  dwelling  in  Tsukiji, 
beg  Your  Majesties  to  graciously  accept  their  assurance 
of  profound  respect,  together  with  this  imperfect  testi- 
mony of  gratification  with  which  they  join  in  the  uni- 
versal demonstrations  of  rejoicing. 

It  is  our  privilege,  on  this  auspicious  occasion,  to 
express  to  Your  Majesty,  the  Ruler  of  this  realm,  our 
admiration  of  the  wisdom  and  prudence  exhibited  in 
maintaining  the  worthiest  traditions  of  your  illustrious 
lineage,  and  steadfastly  upholding  the  Imperial  dignity 
during  a  period  when  the  nation  was  destined  to  en- 
counter difficulties  and  trials  unprecedented  in  its 
history.  In  a  sense  which  is  understood  and  appre- 
ciated by  all,  the  Empire  which  was  created  in  past 
centuries  by  the  prowess  of  Your  Majesty's  first  great 
ancestor,  has  been  endowed  with  a  new  life  by  the 
courage  and  firmness  with  which  Your  Majesty  has 
sanctioned  and  enforced  the  measures  indispensable  to 
its  career  of  marvellous  progress. 

To  Your  Majesty,  the  gracious  and  beloved  Consort 
of  the  Imperial  Sovereign,  we  offer  our  profoundest 
felicitation,  and  the  declaration  of  our  faith  in  the 
augury  conveyed  by  the  blending  of  Your  Majesty's 
august  name  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  this 
festival.  The  lofty  attitude  in  which  Your  Majesty 
appears,  attests  a  principle  the- growth  of  which  we 
believe  to  be  essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  mankind.  It  is  the  conviction  of  the  enlightened 
world  that  in  no  country  could  this  attitude  be  more 
nobly  sustained  than  in  Japan,  by  the  honoured  lady 
who  here  adorns  the  Throne  ;  for  her  title  shines 
wherever  virtue  and  beauty  of  character  are  revered,  as 
a  symbol  of  beneficence  and  magnanimity,  and  of  the 
bounteous  mercy  and  charity  which  are  the  brightest 
and  purest  jewels  of  an  earthly  crown. 

That  Your  Majesties  may  long  continue  to  reign  over 
the  people  in  whose  hearts  you  are  enshrined  is  the 
prayer  of  those  who  now  address  Your  Majesties,  not 
as  strangers  to  the  land,  but  as  sincere  participants  in 
the  joyous  observances  of  this  memorable  day. 
[translation.] 
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
The  16th  day,  the  3rd  Month,  the  27th  year 
of  Meiji. 
W.  J.  White,  Esq. 
Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter dated  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  the  Address  from 
the  foreign  residents  of  Tsukiji  to  Their  Imperial 
Majesties  offering  congratulations  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  Their  Majesties' 
Marriage. 

It  afforded  me  much  pleasure  to  immediately  pre- 
sent that  congratulatory  Address  to  Their  Imperial 
Majesties,  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  Their  Majesties  have  expressed  high  satisfaction 
upon  receiving  the  same.  I  beg  to  request  that  you 
will  be  good  enough  to  acquaint  the  persons  con- 
cerned with  the  above  expression  of  Their  Majesties' 
satisfaction. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Mutsu  Munemitsu, 

Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

A   JAPANESE  TRAVELLER'S  OPINION   OF  CHINA. 

Mr.  Nakajima  Saishi,  just  returned  from  China, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  that  country  at  the  Geo- 
graphical Society  of  Tokyo  on  the  27th  ultimo. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  stated  that, 
although  at  the  open  ports  Japanese  are  held  in 
scorn  by  the  Celestials,  they  are  treated  with 
kindness  and  respect  in  the  interior.  In  his 
opinion  the  present  dynasty  in  China  is  destined 
to  be  overturned  by  the  Ko-Iao-hwui.  He 
gave  an  instance  of  the  deep  hatred  borne  by 
the  Chinese  against  the  Manchurians.  At  a 
certain  village  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Em- 
pire, he  knocked  at  a  cottage  and  asked  for  a 
night's  lodging,  which  was  readily  granted  by  the 
master  of  the  house,  an  aged  man  of  strong  build 
and  evidently  high  spirits.  He  hospitably  en- 
tertained the  traveller,  whom  he  doubtless  took 
for  one  of  his  own  race  and  nationality,  but 
when  he  learned  that  his  guest  was  a  Manchu- 
rian,  his  rage  rose  to  such  a  point  that  Mr. 
Nakajima  with  difficulty  escaped  from  his  pre- 
sence. Such  being  the  animosity  generally 
entertained  by  the  bulk  of  Jlhe  nation  against 
Manchurians,  the  fall  of  the  present  dynasty 
will,  in  Mr.  Nakajima's  opinion,  become  an  ac- 
complished fact  in  the  course  of  the  next  ten 
years.  As  the  result  of  the  consequent  convul- 
sions, he  thinks  that  the  vast  dominions  at 
present  under  the  sway  of  the  Government  at 
Peking  will  be  divided  into  six  or  seven  inde- 
pendent states.  The  lecturer  excited  wonder 
and  curiosity  among  his  audience  by  announc- 
ing that,  in  the  course  of  his  travels  in  the 
interior  of  China,  he  had  made  a  discovery  of  an 
alarming  nature.    But  as  the  matter  was  amili- 
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tary  secret  the  public  exposure  of  Which  might 
cause  no  small  inconvenience  and  annexation 
to  a  friendly  neighbour,  he  thought,  it  prudent 
to  preserve  strict  silence  about  it,  This  much, 
however,  he  believed  himself  constrained  to 
state,  namely,  that  all  of  the  so-called  foreign 
propagandists  of  religion  in  the  interior  of  China 
are  more  than  what  they  profess  to  be.  There 
were  more  than  1 ,200  of  these  Missionaries  in  all 
parts  of  the  interior.  Among  them,  those  sent 
from  America  were  true  propagandists  of  the 
Gospel,  but  of  those  belonging  to  the  Russian 
and  French  nationalities,  some  were  really  of  the 
military  profession.  "  They  take  " — continued 
Mr.  Nakajima — "no  interest  in  the  propagation 
of  their  religion,  but  are  busily  engaged  in 
geographical  studies  with  special  reference  to 
military  operations." 

*  * 

It  is  evidently  impossible  to  deny  this  singular 
assertion  with  any  degree  of  thoroughness.  The 
general  terms  in  which  it  is  couched  secure  it 
against  effective  refutation,  and  for  ought  we 
know  to  the  contrary,  there  may  be  among  pro- 
fessed teachers  of  the  Christian  religion  men 
who  think  more  of  the  interests  of  their  country 
than  of  the  cause  of  their  faith.  But  such  per- 
sons, if  indeed  they  exist,  must  be  so  rare  as 
to  constitute  exceptions  serving  to  establish  a 
rule  in  the  opposite  sense.  Our  own  experience 
and  observation,  extending  over  a  period  of 
twenty-eight  years  impel  us  to  say  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  French  and  Russian  mission- 
aries in  the  East  are  devoted  wholly  and 
uniquely  to  Christian  propagandism.  They 
are  men  who  have  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of 
philanthropy  everything  but  their  hope  of  a 
future  state  ;  who  deny  themselves  the  smallest 
comfort  or  luxury  in  order  to  swell  the  resources 
available  for  their  benevolent  purpose;  who 
seek  neither  reputation  nor  reward;  who  lead 
lives  of  quiet,  unostentatious,  unwearying  self- 
denial  and  toil  ;  who  attain  as  nearly  to  the 
standard  of  true  heroism  as  it  is  possible  for 
human  nature  to  attain.  It  would  be  a  cruel 
injustice  if  the  public  estimate  of  such  men 
were  misled  by  vague  accusations  like  those  of 
Mr.  Nakajima. 

FATAL   FIRE   AT  THE  YOSHIWARA. 

A  great  clearance  of  brothels  was  effected  early 
on  Monday  by  a  fire  which  broke  out  in  the 
house  of  a  jinrikisha  drawer,  Yamada  Inosuke 
by  name,  residing  at  No.  14,  Yeirakucho, 
Itchome,  Yokohama.  The  origin  of  the  out- 
break is  obscure,  but  it  is  hazarded  that  a  spark 
froma  tobacco-pipe  set  fire  to  the  futon  ox  tat  ami, 
and  being  undetected  spread  to  the  shoji,  and 
thence  to  the  roof.  In  a  very  little  while  the 
block  of  houses,  of  which  Yamada's  formed 
one,  was  ablaze,  and  then  the  fire  spread  with 
alarming  rapidity,  running  from  block  to  block, 
and  right  across  the  street.  The  alarm-bells  soon 
gathered  the  fire  brigades  together,  and  the  men 
went  to  work  with  hearty  goodwill  to  stay  the  pro- 
gressof  theconflagration,  but  it  was  some  time  ere 
the  fire  was  under  control.  Forty  dwelling-houses 
were  entirely  wiped  out,  while  inside  the  Yoshi- 
wara  itself  great  destruction  was  wrought.  The 
eight  brothels  burnt-out  in  the  course  of  this  cir- 
cular fire  include  the  Kogetsu,  Sonemachi,  Shin- 
Kotobuki,  Ichiyen,  Jimpu  (better  known  as 
the  "Nectarine")  and  Daini-seshu.  The  losses 
sustained  by  the  keepers  of  these  establishments 
are  very  heavy  in  the  matter  of  wardrobes,  and 
only  part  are  insured. 

* 

*  * 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  while 
some  men  were  digging  among  the  debris  of 
the  late  fire  at  Eirakucho,  they  came  upon  the 
remains  of  a  human  being.  At  first  they  were 
supposed  to  be  those  of  a  seaman  belonging  to 
H.M.S.  Caroline,  but  afterwards  turned  out 
to  be  those  of  a  corporal  of  Marines  belonging 
to  the  U.S.S.  Marion,  named  Moore.  An  in- 
quest was  subsequently  held  at  which  it  was 
proved  that  the  deceased  saved  a  girl's  life  and 
then  went  back  into  a  burning  house  to  fetch 
his  clothes.  A  verdict  of  accidental  death  was 
returned.  *  *  * 

The  mortal  remains  of  the  late  J.  Moore,  a  cor- 
poral of  Marines  on  the  U.S.S.  Marion,  were  ac- 
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corded  a  naval  funeral  on  Wednesday  morning, 
The  procession  to  the  Cemetery  was  headed  by  a 
parly  61  Marines  from  the  deceased's  ship,  who 
formed  the  firing  party,  while  at  the  rear  of  the 
hearse  marched  asquadof  blue-jackets;  the  whole 
being  under  command  of  Lieut.  Ebeile  of  U.S.S. 
Marion.  Dr.  Stephenson  of  the  Marion  was  also 
present,  and  Lieut.  Perkins  of  the  U.S.M.C.  The 
officiating  clergyman  was  the  Rev.  T.  VV.  Austen, 
of  the  Seamen's  Mission,  who  conducted  the 
ceremony  according  to  the  solemn  rites  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Deceased  was  laid  among 
Others  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales  on  this  station,  in  a  peaceful  spot 
on  the  hill-side  over-looking  the  busy  harbour. 
On  the  coffin  were  placed  two  beautiful  wreaths 
and  a  cross  of  white  flowers,  all  from  his  ship- 
mates, quiet  tributes  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  had  been  held  by  his  comrades-in-arms, 

FIRE   IN  TOKYO. 

The  most  destructive  fire  that  has  occurred  for 
a  long  time  happened  on  Thursday  in  the  Aka- 
saka  district  of  Tokyo.  The  flames  burst  out 
at  about  7.30  p.m.  in  the  back  premises  of  No. 
1,  Nicho-me,  Shinmachi,  and  although  several 
fire-engines  were  quickly  on  the  spot,  working 
with  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  a  strong 
southerly  gale  fanned  the  conflagration  to  al- 
most uncontrollable  dimensions  and  no  limits 
could  be  set  to  its  progress  until  10  o'clock,  by 
which  time  some  five  hundred  houses,  approxi- 
mately, must  have  been  destroyed.  The  dis- 
trict is  thickly  populated  but  not  wealthy.  It  is 
probable  that  the  value  of  the  property  lost  was 
not  very  great.  The  record  would  be  much 
worse  had  not  the  Akasaka  moat,  which  lay 
directly  to  leeward  of  the  flames,  checked  then- 
advance,  and  also  furnished  an  ample  supply 
of  water.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  though  the 
fire  must  cross  the  moat  and  ignite  the  trees  on 
Sanno  hill,  in  which  case  the  most  fashionable 
quarter  of  the  city  would  have  been  reached. 
But  the  splendid  exertions  of  the  firemen  avert- 
ed that  disaster.  At  the  time  of  going  to  press, 
exact  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  houses 
burned  and  the  casualties — if  any — to  life  and 
limb,  had  not  reached  us. 

* 

*  * 

It  appears  that  the  total  number  of  houses 
burned  to  the  ground  in  the  Akasaka  fire  on  the 
night  of  the  5th  instant  was  301.  The  number 
partially  destroyed  was  36.  Five  godowns  and 
six  store-houses  have  to  be  added  to  the  list. 
Unfortunately  no  less  than  twelve  fire-men  were 
injured.  m  *  . 

Another  fire  in  the  same  neighbourhood — 
Kita-machi,  Itcho-me,  Aoyama — broke  out  at 
1  o'clock  the  same  night.  It  consumed  20 
houses  and  partially  burned  4.  Two  store- 
houses were  reduced  to  ashes.  Three  in- 
surance companies  were  concerned  in  the  two 
fires,  but  the  extent  of  their  losses  is  not  clear. 
The  News  Agency  says  that  the  Domestic  Life 
and  Sickness  Insurance  Company  had  insured 
4  of  the  houses  destroyed  for  1,200  yen,  the 
Tokyo  Fire  Insurance  Company,  10  for  2,200, 
and  the  Meiji  Fire  Insurance  a  considerable 
number  for  a  sum  not  ascertained. 


THE   BOSTON  COMMITTEE   ON  BIMETALLISM. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  in  these 
columns  of  a  committee  formed  in  Boston  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  cause  of  interna- 
tional bimetallism.  The  committee  state  that 
"  while  earnestly  opposed  to  the  free  coinage  or 
increased  use  of  silver  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  independent  of  international 
action,  they  believe  (hat  the  repeal  of  the  Sher- 
man act  affords  a  fitting  and  fortunate  oppor- 
tunity for  advancing  the  cause  of  international 
bimetallism."  They  maintain  that  "  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  necessities  of  commerce 
will  compel  an  international  use  of  silver  as  well 
as  of  gold  in  the  currencies  of  the  world."  The 
committee  among  its  members  include  some  of 
the  leading  business  men,  barristers,  and  bankers 
of  Boston,  besides  the  economists  Francis 
Walker,  E.  B.  Andrews,  and  F.  J.  Stimson. 
Among  political  names  in  the  committee  we 
find  Senators  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  and  George 
F.  Hoar,  and  ex-Senator  John  D.  Long.  The 
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New  York  Evening  Post,  the  only  newspaper 
of  importance  in  the  United  Slates  whose 
attitude  is  resolutely  opposed  to  bimetallism 
of  any  kind,  criticised  the  committee  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  only  serve  to  renew  the 
exei lions  of  the  silver  party  of  the  West  and 
South.  The  veteran  economist  Francis  Walker 
defends  the  position  of  the  committee  in  a  long 
letter  to  the  Evening  Post,  and  among  other 
things  says  : — 

"  The  gentlemen  of  t lie  committee,  for  themselves, 
not  only  believe,  in  general,  that  honesty  is  the  best 
policy,  but  they  believe,  in  the  situation  at  present  ex- 
isting, that  there  was  never  a  time  when  t lie  telling  of 
the  whole  plain  truth  was  more  expedient.  They 
believe  more  than  any  other  cause  the  systematic  mis- 
representation of  bimetallism  at  the  North-east  has 
been  influential  in  arousing  t tie  feelings  of  wrong  and 
anger  iti  the  South  and  West,  so  unpleasantly  mani- 
fest of  late  years.  Certain  persons  in  highly  influential 
positions  have  devoted  themselves  very  much  to 
making  it  appear  to  01  her  sections  of  the  country  that 
New  England  and  New  York  strongly  adhere  to  gold 
monometalism.  The  South  and  West  have  unfor- 
tunately  believed  this,  and  have  even  come  to  believe 
not  only  that  the  North-east  favours  gold  momometal- 
lism,  but  that  it  does  so  for  the  selfish  purpose  of 
aggrandizing  itself  by  increasing  the  burden  of  the 
mortgages  which  it  holds  upon  other  parts  of  the 
country.  This  mistaken  conviction  has  already  done 
untold  evil." 

Another  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, F.  J.  Stimson,  appears  in  the  Boston 
Transcript  : — 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Transcript  ; — Your  brief  but 
pithy  editorial  of  the  19th  on  bimetallism  in  sugges- 
tiveness  reminds  one  only  of  that  great  text  in  Gala- 
tians,  any  slip  on  which  entails  "  twenty-nine  distinct 
damnations,  one  sure  if  another  fai Is."  And  now  Mr. 
Atkinson  has  an  article  in  the  Forum  which,  if  figures 
and  the  premises  can  do  it,  clenches  an  already  some- 
what over-clenched  nail  in  silver's  coffin.  But  as  the 
monometallists  can  so  well  speak  for  themselves  (most 
of  us  have  once  been  monometallists  and  knowj,  let 
us,  will  you  not,  for  very  symmetry's  sake,  have  a 
word  upon  the  other  side  ? 

The  bimetallist  is  met  by  arguments  first  that  he  is 
an  iconoclast,  a  radical,  seeking  a  change,  overturn- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  world.  This  amazing  beg- 
ging of  the  question  does  not  commonly  leave  him 
breath  to  reply.  But  the  impartial  Transcript  may 
gently  reply  for  him,  that  here,  at  least,  is  some 
mistake  ;  gold  and  silver  have  been  money,  universal 
money,  since  the  dawn  of  economic  history.  His 
very  case  hangs  largely  on  the  danger  of  any  change. 
By  an  accident,  England  has  for  a  century  or  two 
played  the  Shylock  in  loans  of  over  forty  shillings  ;  a 
course  of  action  which,  however  profitable  to  her 
money  mongers,  has  not  hitherto  had  serious  effect  in 
that  she  atoned  for  it  in  so  many  other  ways  ;  using 
both  metals  in  her  chiefest  dependencies,  in  her  com- 
merce, and  promptly  lending  even  her  money-monger's 
profits  to  the  world.  It  is  since  Germany's  action  in 
1873  that  the  real  change  began  ;  a  change  from 
bimetallism  to  monometallism  (not  the  other  way);  a 
change  not  consummated,  but  only  just  begun,  and 
whose  effects  upon  the  world  at  large  first  in  1893 
began  to  be  shown,  Our  local  money-panic  here  was 
caused  by  the  fear  that  our  Government  might  pay 
only  in  silver;  would  that  have  caused  a  panic  had 
civilized  governments  used  silver  throughout  the 
world  as  in  1873  ? 

In  other  words,  the  first  great  point  of  the  inter, 
national  bimetallist  is  that  for  all  time,  silver  and  gold 
have  been  money  ;  silver  is  money  now  in  seven-eights 
of  the  populations  of  the  world;  and  fi ve-eightlis 
of  the  world's  stock  of  coin  in  silver.  It  is  the  mono- 
metallic theorists  who  would  make  a  change  ;  and  a 
momentous  one.  This  five-eights  of  coinage,  and 
(what  is  far  worse)  this  rooted  conception  of  silver 
values  in  the  minds  of  nearly  all  the  world — they 
propose  to  expunge.  At  the  behest  of  seven  flustered 
gentlemen  sitting  in  London,  who  knew  not  in  the 
least  what  they  did — or  rather  three  out  of  that 
seven,  for  the  other  four  now  think  differently — with 
the  backing  of  the  money  changers,  of  Hebrews,  of 
all  that  class  that  have  no  property,  no  vested  interest 
but  money  debts — they  have  begun  to  tell,  they 
propose  to  persuade,  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  the 
money  it  has  hoarded,  as  in  the  Arabian  tale,  has  the 
monetary  value  but  of  autumn  leaves.  What  value 
it  may  have  "  in  the  arts  "  is  left,  to  break  their  fall. 

But  money  is  the  one  thing  in  which  the  value  is 
not  intrinsic,  but  arbitrary,  statutory.  Does  anybody 
dare  state  the  value  of  gold  "  for  use  in  the  arts" 
alone  "  ? 

This  brings  us  to  the  second  great  injustice  forced 
upon  the  bimetallist.  He  is  always  urged  to  compare 
the  stability  of  gold  monetized,  and  more  monetized 
each  year,  with  that  of  silver  already  demonetized  in 
the  higher  civilized  nations  (Western  Europe  and  the 
United  States)  and  threatened  with  further  discredit 
in  the  countries  of  second  rank  (India,  Polynesia). 
This  is  putting  the  punishment  for  the  sin.  Does 
anyone  assert  that  in  decades  where  silver  received  no 
statutory  discredit  its  value  was  less  stable  than  gold, 
its  production  more  irregular  ?    The  Herald  to-day 
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likens  silver  to  a  wild  horse.  But  it  only  became  wild 
when  you  ho-ted  it  out  of  the  stable  and  set  the 
neitle  of  outlawry  at  its  tail. 

Some  practical  bimetallists  may  not  even  be  theore- 
tical  ones  ;  that  is  they  base  their  very  opinion  on  the 
desire  to  make  no  change.  Silver  and  gold  have  been 
always  money  ;  let  them  stay  so.  But  the  theoretical 
bimetallism  are  yet  more  numerous.  Most  economists 
are  so  to-d.y  These  gentlemen  may  be  trusted  to 
continue  meeting  the  third  reiterated  misrepresenta- 
tion that  even  Mr.  Atkinson's  article  contains 
mean  the  »■  two  yardsticks"  idea.  No  one  wants  two 
yardsticks.  They  want  one;  the  one  he  world 
always  has  had  ;  chiefly  because  the  world  always 
has  had  it  but  partly  that  the  yardstick,  being  com. 
nosite  of  two  metals,  shrinks  or  stretches  less  sud- 
denly  less  permanently,  than  either  metal  does  alone. 

Slight  monetary  changes  bring  huge  consequences 
to  the  world.  Money  is  as  the  blood  of  the  social 
system  -  a  slight  excess  or  deficiency  means  the 
insan i  v  or  thf  collapse  of  the  body  politic.  Your 
editorial  sanctions  the  metaphor,  and  well  points  out 
that  "there  is  no  scarcity  of  '"oney-it  gluts  the 
New  York  and  Boston  banks."  True  it  has  left  the 
members,  the  hands  of  labour,  the  heads  of  individual 
Enterprise  ;  they  are  cold  and  still  ;  it  gluts  the  heart. 
The  medical  knowledge  which  prompted  your  metaphor 
will  teil  us  whether  this  is  a  healthy 


AN  ARTIST   IN  MINIATURE. 

Sometimes  artists  of  no  ordinary  merit  are  found 
in  the  most  out-of-the-way  places.    In  Asakusu 
Park  there  is  a  caligrapher  of  really  extraordi- 
nary skill,  whose  specimens  of  microscopic 
writing  and  painting  are  worth  very  much  more 
than  the   modest  prices   charged.    He  styles 
himself  Ichirinsai  Jido,  and  now  and  then  may 
be  found  exhibiting  his  tiny  ware  in  the  Shokon- 
sha  Garden  or  Shiba  Park.    With  the  smallest 
of  brushes,  this  artist,  using  a  powerful  magnify- 
ing-glass,  writes  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  prefectly  legible  ideograms  on  a  grain  of 
rice  •  or  covers  another  grain  with  an  exquisitely 
coloured  and  skilfully  delineated  picture  of  the 
seven  gods  of  happiness  sailing  in  their  treasure- 
ship  (takara-bune).    At  request  he  writes  a  con- 
gratulatory ode  containing  not  more  than  sixty 
characters  on  one  side  of  a  grain.and  then  depicts 
a  flower,  a  temple  gateway,  or  a  Buddhist  idol  on 
the  other.    His  charge  for  this  most  dainty 
piece  of  work  is  only  ten  sen.    On  a  small  pea 
he  writes  five  or  six  odes,  the  hira-gana  charac- 
ters being  beautifully  formed  and  legible  with 
the  naked  eye  ;  or  else  he  gives  an  enlarged 
grouping  of  the  shichi fuku-jin,  in  which  every 
feature  of  each  face  is  perfectly  drawn.    A  pea 
painted  in  this  delicate  fashion  he  sells  for  half 
the  above  price.    Altogether  his  woik  is  re- 
markable and  deserves  encouragement. 


the  stage  bailiff,  fell  into  a  state  of  continually 
increasing  trepidation  and  sat  with  bowed  head 
and  hidden  face.  After  the  play,  he  repaired 
once  more  to  Kawakami's  presence,  but  only  to 
say  that  he  begged  to  take  his  leave,  and  that  he 
should  come  to  execute  his  duty  some  other  day. 


REDEMPTION  OF  BONDS. 

A  notification  recently  published  in  the  Official 
Gazette  and  reproduced  in  these  columns,  an- 
nounced the  redemption  during  the  present 
month  of  4  per-cent.     New  Bonds,  to  the 
amount  of  700,000  yen  ;  5  per-cent.  Pension 
Bonds,  aggregating  332,900  yen ;  5  per-cent. 
Naval  Bonds,  amounting  to  10,000  yen,  and  5 
per-cent.    Supplementary  Railway  Bonds  to  the 
value  of  2,000,000  yen.     The  Nichi  Nichi  ex- 
plains the  reason  why  these  securities,  carrying 
a  comparatively  low  rate  of  interest,  should  be 
redeemed  prior  to  Bonds  carrying  higher  rates. 
It  is  purely  a  measure  of  financial  convenience. 
The  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a  principle  which 
has  become  a  kind  of  unwritten  law,  applies 
twenty  million  yen  annually  to  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt  and  the  discharge  of  the  in- 
terest on  it.     Now  the  period  of  complete 
redemption  of  the  New  Bonds— aggregating  8| 
million  yen— is  1896 ;  and  if  the  sum  required 
for  that  purpose  be  paid  out  in  one  year,  the 
portion  remaining  of  the  annual  appropriation 
of  20  millions,  could  not  conveniently  be  made 
to  cover  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  applied. 
Hence  any  opportunity  offering  is  taken  advant- 
age of  to  redeem  a  portion  of  these  Bonds,  and 
similarly  among  other  securities  a  choice  is 
made  of  the  kinds  lending  themselves  most 
easily  to  redemption. 


an  actor's  ruse. 
A  pretty  story  is  told  by  the  vernacular  press. 
Our  readers  know  that  of  late  several  Soshi 
have  abandoned  the  swash-buckling  profession 
and  taken  to  that  of  acting.     Chief  among 
them  is  Kawakami,  who  has  earned  quite  a 
reputation,  and  who,  could  he  only  regulate  his 
mode  of  life  a  little  more  carefully,  would  be 
now  in  comparatively  opulent  circumstances. 
But  the  spirit  that  drove  Kawakami  to  be  a  boshi 
has  not  yet  been  quite  exorcised.    His  expendi- 
ture is  never  within  his  income,  and  pecuniary 
troubles  constantly  confront  him.  -  Recently 
one  of  his  creditors  lost  patience,  -and  sent  a 
bailiff  to  distrain  his  theatrical  properties.    1  he 
man  went  to  the  Asakusa-za,  where  Kawakami 
is  performing,  and  made  his  way  into  the  green 
room     There  he  was  courteously  received  by 
the  actor,  who   avowed    ability  and  willing- 
ness to  discharge  the  debt,  but  explained  that 
as  he  was  on  the  point  of  going  on  the  stage  it 
would  be  only  courteous  on  the  bailiffs  part  to 
give  him  time  to  act.    The  bailiff  agreeing  look 
his  seat  in  one  of  the  boxes  and  waited.  It 
happened  that  the  piece  represented  a  distrain 
in  the  house  of  a  poor  widow,  the  woman  s  part 
being  taken  by  Kawakami     With  a  .ea  ba  ,ff 
before  him,  Kawakami  acted  so  splendidly,  that 
the  house  entered  fully  into  the  widow  s  dis- 
tress, and  fierce  cries  arose  of  "  beat  the  bailiff 
to  death,"  "smash  him  down,    and  so  tortti. 
The  unfortunate  bailiff  in  the  pit,  to  whom  It 
seemed  that  the  acting  was  perpetually  directed 
towards  himself,  and  who  seemed  to  realize  in 
his  own  person  the  indignation  excited  among 
the  audience  against  the  actor  who  personified 


THE   AMERICAN  MAIL 

The  American  Mail  brought  by  the  O.  &  O. 
steamer  Gaelic  was  delivered  in  Yokohama  on 
Friday.  The  following  summary  of  news  is 
taken  from  our  exchanges  :— 

The  feeling  against  the  imposition  of  an  income 
tax  is  growing  steadily  in  the  United  States.  The 
New  Yoilc  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  unanimous- 
ly adopted  a  memorial  on  the  subject  to  Congress, 
and  it  is  expected  that  other  commercial  bodies 
will  follow  suit. 

Secretary  Heihert's  Navy  Reform  Bill  has  been 
published.  It  provides  for  steadier  and  more 
speedy  promotions  by  a  system  of  voluntary  and 
compulsory  retirements  in  the  upper  grades,  and 
by  its  provisions  command  rank  is  reached  at  an 
earlier  age  than  is  possible  under  the  present  law. 
It  fixes  the  active  list  at  20  Rear- Admirals,  60 
Captains,  100  Commanders,  250  Lieutenants,  74 
Lieutenants  of  the  Junior  Giade,  and  Ensigns 
sufficient  to  keep  the  total  establishment  at  its 
present  strength.  It  abolishes  the  rank  of  Com- 
modore, making  Rear-Admirals  of  those  now  en- 
titled to  that  relative  rank  on  the  active  list,  and 
substituting  Rear-Admiral  for  Commodore  as  a 
retiring  rank.  It  provides  that  16  promotions  to 
the  grade  of  Commander  and  19  to  the  giade  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  must  take  place  every 
fiscal  year,  vacancies  being  effected  by  voluntary 
or  compulsoiy  retirement. 

It  transpires  that  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
had  to  pay  a  fine  of  $140,484  to  the  Naval  Depart- 
ment  in  January,  in  consequence  of  portions  of  the 
armour  plates  supplied  by  the  Company  to  the 
Department  not  being  up  to  the  highest  possible 
mark  of  excellence,  which,  by  their  contract,  the 
Company  were  bound  to  attain.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  declares  that  the-fault  must  be  laid  at 
the  door,  not  of  the  Company's  officers,  but  of  its 
employes. 

Two  members  of  Congress  have  been  shaking 
their  fists  in  each  other's  faces  in  the  House.  Mr. 
Meiedithof  Virginia,  thinking  that  Mr.  Funk  of 
Illinois  had  icfiected  on  his  veiacily,  rushed  over  to 
Mr.  Funk's  seat  and  shook  his  fist  in  his  face.  Mr. 
Funk  brandished  his  fist  in  reply,  and  was  with 
difficulty  prevented. 

A  terrible  incident  is  repoited  from  Harlan 
county,  Kentucky.  A  negro  named  Len  Tye,  who 
had  kidnapped  the  daughter  of  a  Harlan  farmer, 
is  said  to  have  been  flayed  alive  by  a  party  of 
hunters  and  then  roasted  to  death.  "The  report 
is  that  a  party  of  hunteis  came  across  the  half 
dead  girl  tied  to  a  tree  in  the  woods.  Hearing 
ihe  awful  story  from  her  they  lay  in  wait  for  the 
return  of  the  fiend  at  night  fall.  When  the  negro 
arrived  the  men  set  upon  him,  and,  after  binding 
him  securely,  proceeded  to  skin  him  alive  with  their 
hunting  knives.  Before  he  was  yet  dead,  the 
report  goes,  the  gill  who  had  been  his  latest  victim 


kindled  a  fire  beneath  his  head.  This  was  added 
to  by  twigs  and  branches  which  the  hunters  gather- 
ed, and  the  negro  was  roasted  alive  while  his  skin 
was  being  pulled  from  his  body." 

It  is  expected  that  the  Senate  Finance  Committee 
will  put  coal,  iron  and  wool  on  the  dutiable  list 
when  the  Tariff  Bill  is  reported.  This  is  impoi  taut 
news  for  Japan  in.  view  of  her  increasing  shipments 
of  coal  to  the  States. 

M.  PalenOlre,  French  Ambassador  in  Washing- 
ton, has  become  engaged  to  Miss  S.  L.  Elverson 
of  that  city.  M.  Palenotre  represented  Fiance  in 
Peking  some  yeais  ago,  and  was  the  negotiator 
of  the  Tientsin  Treaty  that  put  an  end  to  the 
Franco-Chinese  war  in  1 885. 

The  gross  earnings  dining  1893  of  the  Pen- 
nsylvania Raih  oad  system— which  has  a  mileage 
of  8,000  miles,  an  aggregate  share  and  bond 
capital  of  $815,000,000,  is  controlled  by  140 
corporations,  and  built  a  thousand  miles  of  new 
roads  during  1893— were  $135,059,787  ;  the  operat- 
ing expenses  $95,491,558  (over  70  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  earnings)  ;  and  the  net  earnings  $39,568,228 
There  were  135,514,388  tons  of  freight  moved  and 
85,152,089  passengers  carried. 

Edison  has  perfected  and  successfully  tried  his 
Kinetescope,  an  instrument  for  taking  a  great 
number  of  impressions  by  a  camera  in  a  limited 
time,  thus  obtaining  a  continuous  photograph  of 
the  entire  motion  of  an  object  or  person.  Forty- 
six  pictures  are  taken  in  one  second  and  the 
exposure  lasts  20  seconds,  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired to  unroll  the  band. 

An  extraordinary  instance  of  stockjobbing 
occurred  on  the  New  Yoik  Exchange  on  March 
6lh.  In  consequence  of  the  slow  procedure  of  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee  with  reference  to  the 
Tariff  Bill,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  for  mani- 
pulating the  certificates  of  the  American  Sugar 
Refineries  Company  so  that  in  an  hour  they  ad- 
vanced 12  points  and  then  fell  back  10.  Rumours 
were  circulated  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  re- 
garding sugar,  as  passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, would  be  radically  altered,  and  the 
"bulls"  were  thus  enabled  to  act  successfully. 
The  New  York  Herald  thus  describes  what  occur- 
red when  these  fluctuations  were  in  progress:-— 

"Two  hundred  screaming,  perspiring,  struggling, 
half  frantic,  gesticulating  brokers  participated  in 
the  wild  turbulence.  Hats  were  smashed,  clothing 
was  rent,  but  none  heeded  such  tiifles.  The  rea- 
son for  thiswasplainto  those  who  realized  the  money 
value  of  each  advance  of  a  point— each  advance 
which  enhanced  the  value  of  the  capital  stock  by 
$375>000<  So  rapid  were  the  fluctuations  of  the  stock 
that 'the  ordinary  means  of  recording  quotations 
were  put  to  the  most  severe  tests.  Stocks  usually 
move  up  and  down  in  eighths  of  one  point,  but 
there  was  no  time  for  eighths  yesterday.  After 
advancing  from  88  to  92,  the  price  began  to  jump 
in  quarters.  At  93  many  stop  orders  were  reached, 
and  at  93^  the  pace  was  even  more  rapid." 

M.  W.  T.  Stead  has  concluded  his  visit  to 
America.  He  declares  that  "nothing  like  the 
phenomenon  presented  in  the  American  cities  lias 
been  seen  since  Moses  saw  the  bush  standing  11 11- 
consumed  amid  flames;"  and  that  "the  survival 
of  American  character  amid  the  fires  of  hell  and 
iniquity  and  civic  corruption  that  surround  it,  is  a 
miracle  as  great." 

The  latest  addition  to  the  United  States  Navy, 
the  battleship  Indiana,  has  performed  her  trials 
successfully.  She  is  a  grand  vessel,  built  of  steel, 
her  displacement  10,288  tons;  her  sustained  sea 
speed,  15  knots  ;  her  hull  protected  by  belts  of 
heavy  armour,  75  feet  wide,  and  her  armament 
consisting  of  13  inch  guns. 

A  strong  agitation  is  growing  up  in  America  in 
favour  of  a  Bid  (the  Fithian  Bill),  now  before 
Congress,  for  abolishing  the  protection  system  in 
respect  of  ships.  This  subject  was  discussed  in 
the  columns  of  the  Japan  Mail  eleven  years  ago, 
and  the  conclusions  then  stated  are  identical  with 
those  now  put  forward  in  America,  namely,  that 
the  laws  designed  to  protect  American  shipbuilders 
had  in  reality  transferred  the  maritime  carrying 
trade  to  other  Powers.  *'  We  must  either  give  up 
ocean  traffic,"  says  the  New  York  Herald,  "or 
carry  it  on  upon  the  same/ free  trade  principle  on 
which  it  is  so  successfully  prosecuted  by  our  Eng- 
lish, German  and  other  European  competitors." 

Considerable  anxiety  is  felt  by  the  Provisional 
Government  of  Hawaii  in  consequence  of  the  ar- 
rival, during  January  and  February,  of  a  number 
of  steerage  passengers  from  Victoiia  and  San 
Francisco,  who  are  evidently  Canadians  and  Eng- 
lishmen, corresponding  with  the  class  said  to  have 
been  enlisted  at  Vancouver  by  Sansome.  There 
are  about  160  of  these  men,  and  several  of  them 
wear  military  badges  of  honour.  They  do  not  look 
for  employment  and  are  evidently  supplied  with 
means  of  subsistence.  In  view  of  the  danger 
threatened  by  the  presence  of  these  men,  an  Act 
has  been  passed  to  enable  the  Government  to  deal 
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with  and  deport  or  Imprison  strangeis  of  mis- 
picious  character  without  employment,  well  .-is 
to  pievent  such  persons  from  lauding, 

Transactions  in  real  estate  In  New  York  are 
considered  most  satisfactory.  The  record  for  tlie 
first  week  io  March,  ilie  beginning  of  the  Spring 
season,  was  better,  with  regard  to  both  volume 
and  prices,  than  that  of  the  corresponding  week 
in  1893,  though  a  state  of  general  piospenty  pie- 
vaileil  at  the  latter  time. 

On  March  41I1  Mrs.  Zerelda  Wright  fell  down  a 
flight  of  steps  at  the  corner  of  Lasalle  and  Madison 
Streets  in  Chicago  and  broke  her  neck.  She  was 
ft  remarkable  Wonder.  Here  is  a  portion  of  her 
record  : — 

She  was  the  woman  who  held  up  sn  many  men  in  the 
months  of  December  and  January,  but  whom  the  police 
could  never  trace.  The  first  man  she  held  up  was  lipsy. 
This  whs  eaily  in  December. 

She  had  been  working  hard  all  day  and  had  made  just 
fifty  cents.  As  she  passed  the  man  he  stopped  and  made 
an  insulting  remark,  her  handsome  face  having  attracted 
his  attention.  She  always  carried  a  revolver,  but  at  first 
did  not  thinlc  of  using  it. 

The  man  followed  and  spoke  to  her  again.  Then  she 
whioped  out  ti  e  revolver,  put  it  in  his  face  and  demanded 

ismoney  He  promptly  «ave  her  $2 18  and  said  nothing 
about  it,  as  he  was  a  wealthy  man. 

Near  midnight  of  December  10  she  induced  the  watch- 
man in  a  wholesale  military  store  to  open  the  door,  saying 
she  was  starving.  She  put  a  revolver  to  his  head,  shoved 
him  into  a  closet  and  took  f.100  worth  cf  goods  and  $200 
d  cash. 

She  hehl  up  an  army  officer,  a  captain,  who  was  visit- 
ing his  father,  on  January  16.  He  was  crossing  Paulina 
street  on  Monro  street  when  the  woman  put  her  pistol  into 
his  face.  She  tooi<  from  him  $40,  all  he  had.  She  also 
robbed  several  other  men 

Her  home  was  handsomely  furnished  with  plenty  of  books 
and  pictures.  What  she  had  i.een  doing  in  the  Major 
block  when  she  met  her  death  no  one  knows. 


DR.  WILLIS. 

Much  sincere  regret  will  be  felt  by  Japanese 
and  foreigners  in  this  country  at  the  news  just 
received  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Willis,  who  spent 
so  many  years  in  Japan  prior  to  1882.  He 
commenced  his  career  in  this  country  as  Surgeon 
to  H.B.M.'s  Legation  in  1861,  and  during  the 
fighting  connected  with  the  fall  of  feudalism  his 
services  were  given  to  the  Noge  Hospital,  where 
for  some  months  he  attended  assiduously  on 
the  wounded.     He   had  previously  rendered 
similar  good  offices  to  Japanese  wounded  in  the 
Kagoshima  action  of  1863,  so  thathis  name  came 
to  be  associated  in  Japan  with  the  best  concep- 
tions of  benevolence  and  helpful  skill.  From  the 
close  of  1869  he  was  employed  by  the  Prince 
of  Satsuma  as  Medical  Instructor,  and  while 
residing  in  Kiushiu  he  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Saigo  Takamori  for  whom  he  conceived  the 
strongest  esteem  and  friendship.  Indeed  Saigo's 
fate,  and  the  whole  story  of  the  Satsuma  re- 
bellion, made  such  a  painful  impression  on 
him,  that  he  resolved  to  leave  Japan  and  go 
into  practice  in  England.    But  at  the  instance 
of  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  who  never  forgot  a  friend 
or  failed  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  a  de- 
serving official,  he  was  re-admitted  into  the 
British  Service  in  1880,  and  appointed  Medi- 
cal Adviser  to  the  Legation  in   Tokyo,  the 
emoluments  of  the  post  being  specially  aug- 
mented on  his  account.     Finding,  however, 
that  Japan  did  not  offer  such  opportunities  as 
he  had  anticipated,  he  once  more  returned  to 
England,  and  in  1884  became  Medical  Adviser 
to  the  Legation  in  Bangkok,  where  one  of  his 
oldest  friends,  Mr.  E.  M.  Satow,  was  then  serv- 
ing  as  British  Representative.    Since  that  time 
Dr.  Willis  has  never  revisited  Japan,  but  his 
memory  is  still  fresh  in  the  hearts  of  a  multitude 
of  friends  who  have  now  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
as  genial,  generous,  and  true-hearted  a  man  as 
ever  served  in  the  East. 


was  lliut  among  llie  multitudes  of  Koreans  flock 
ing  to  the  settlement  on  the  day  of  the  celebra- 
tion, some  three  thousand  were  women.  The 
lair  sex  were  not  averse  to  gratifying  their 
curiosity,  and  their  Japanese  hosts  took  care  to 
give  them  an  idea — probably  as  novel  as  it  was 
pleasant — of  the  kind  of  reception  accorded  to 
ladies  in  Western  Society.  The  Fusan  Club 
distributed  suitable  gifts  to  each  woman  ac- 
cording to  her  rank,  and  rice,  to  the  extent  of 
130  koku  (644  bushels),  was  also  given  out. 
Further,  a  feast  at  which  over  4,000  Koreans  of 
both  sexes  were  regaled,  was  spread  in  the 
Hogan  temple.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  the 
Japanese  in  Korea  to  conciliate  Korean  good-will 

SHANGHAI   JOURNALISTIC  OPINION  AND  THE 
ASSASSINATION  01'  KIM. 

The  sentiments  expressed  by  the  North  China 
Daily  News  with  reference  to  the  assassination 
of  Kim  Ok-kyun  are  at  any  rale  striking. 
"  He  is  a  very  dangerous  man  safely  out  of  the 
way,"  says  our  contemporary  ;  "  but  whether  his 
assassin  was  doing  well  for  his  country  or  not 
in  removing  him,  he  has  no  business  to  make 
our  Settlement  the  scene  of  his  crime.  We  do 
not  want  our  Settlement  made  an  Alsatia  for 
political  refugees  from  Korea  and  Japan,  and 
for  this  at  any  rate  Mr.  Hong  should  be  punish- 
ed. Assassins  commissioned  by  royalty  should 
be  warned  that  the  foreign  Settlement  of 
Shanghai  must  be  respected  when  such  diffi 
culties  have  to  be  adjusted."  That  is  one  of 
the  most  charming  bits  of  callous  and  super- 
cilious egoism  we  have  ever  had  the  pleasure  of 
perusing.  If  Kim  had  been  killed  anywhere 
outside  Shanghai,  his  assassin  would  evidently 
have  been  an  object  of  indifference,  if  not  of 
eulogy  in  the  eyes  of  the  North  China  Daily 
News. 


FUSAN  AND  THE   SILVER  WEDDING, 

It  seems  that  very  graceful  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding  by  the  Japan- 
ese residents  of  Fusan.  Through  all  the  years 
of  the  Japanese  settlement's  existence  at  that 
place,  it  has  been  carefully  avoided  by  Korean 
women,  and  to  overcome  this  prejudice  special 
steps  were  taken  on  the  9th  ultimo.  The  Japan- 
ese Consul-General  approached  the  Governor 
on  the  subject,  and  by  the  latter's  aid  announce- 
ments were  widely  circulated  that  Koreans 
of  the  fair  sex  visiting  the  settlement  on  the 
9th  should  be  treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy. 
Moreover,  the  programme  of  festivities  was 
made  known  everywhere,  and  the  consequence 


DARKEST  TOKYO. 

Mr.  Hara  Tomkkichi,  a  native  of  the  north 
west  of  Japan,  seems  to  be  a  man  of  great 
benevolence.  For  years  he  has  spent  his  time 
and  money  relieving  the  poor  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
place  of  residence.  Last  spring,  desiring  to 
extend  the  sphere  of  his  charitable  labours,  he 
set  out  for  Tokyo,  travelling  all  the  way  on 
foot,  carefully  observing  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  the  districts  traversed,  and  seeking, 
at  the  same  time,  to  enlist  all  the  well-to-do  folks 
along  his  route  in  the  ranks  of  a  big  philan- 
thropic society.  He  obtained  six  thousand 
members  in  the  six  Prefectures  of  Aomori, 
Iwate,  Fukushima,  Ibaraki,  Tochigi,  and  Chiba! 
The  society,  of  which  the  head-quarters  have 
been  established  at  Umi-cho,  Itcho-me,  Hongo, 
Tokyo,  is  named  Teikoku  Saiminkai  (Imperial 
Relief  Association).  Mr.  Hara,  whose  experi- 
ences are  related  in  the  Jiyu,  says  that  the  total 
number  of  pauper  families  found  by  him  in  the 
above  six  Prefectures  was  700,  the  worst  cases 
being  in  Iwate  and  Miyagi  with  80  families 
each  of  destitute  persons,  after  which  came 
Ibaraki  with  30  families.  In  the  two  first-named 
provinces  indigence  exists  chiefly  in  the  Heimin 
(plebeian)  classes,  but  in  the  third  the  Shizoku 
(patricians)  are  the  more  needy.  Fukushima 
and  Tochigi  are  happily  almost  free  from  this 
kind  of  suffering,  doubtless  because  of  their  ex- 
tensive sericulture.  In  Chiba  there  is  much 
distress,  but  Mr.  Haia  deprecates  the  idea  of 
dispensing  aid  there,  since  the  people  are  un- 
thrifty. They  live  by  fishing;  will  not  turn 
their  hand  to  anything  else,  and  indulge  in 
gambling  when  they  make  a  good  catch. 

*  * 

Mr.  Hara's  investigations  in  Tokyo  are  the 
most  interesting.  He  found  it  necessary  to 
roam  about  the  streets,  night  after  night,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  4  p.m.  and  2  a.m.,  in  order 
to  discover  the  true  state  of  affairs,  for  many 
persons  who  during  the  day  simulate  extreme 
poverty,  are  seen  to  be  comparatively  comfort- 
able where  they  believe  themselves  not  under 
observation.  The  really  destitute  in  the  capital 
are  the  most  pitiably  circumstanced  of  all  the 
paupers  encountered  by  Mr.  Hara.  They  count 
themselves  fortunate  if  they  can  scrape  together 
a  pittance  of  1.3  sen  (one  third  of  a  penny)  to 
buy  two  meals.    When  rain  falls  for  two  or 


three  days  consecutively  they  are  absolutely 
without  food.  As  for  clothing,  their  state  is 
even  more  terrible.  Out  of  520  pauper  families 
only  30  have  a  futon  (wadded  quilt)',  thin  and 
made  of  rags  patched  together,  to  cover  the 
whole  family  of  four  or  five  members.  Pre- 
sumably the  rest  have  nothing.  What  they 
long  for  is  a  conflagration,  or  a  war,  or  a  pestil- 
ence or  a  famine.  After  a  fire  they  find 
employment,  and  at  any  rale  manage  to  pick 
up  something  among  the  debris.  How  a  war 
benefits  them,  we  do  not  clearly  see;  but  a 
famine  means  large  schemes  of  out-door  relief 
in  which  they  can  get  included,  and  in  times  of 
pestilence,  as  cholera,  for  example,  if  one 
inmate  of  the  miserable  buildings  where  they 
congregate  is  attacked,  the  rest  have  the  good 
fortune  to  be  segregated  for  a  time  and  fed  at 
public  charge.  Mr.  Hara  thinks  that  many 
misconceptions  exist  about  the  state  of  the 
poor,  and  that  much  harm  is  done  by  unwisely 
distributed  aid.  He  disclaims  the  title  of 
philanthropist,  and  says  that  his  chief  object 
is  to  avert  the  state  of  affairs  out  of  which 
Socialists  and  Communists  grow. 


A  RELIGIOUS  FANATIC. 

Yoshida  Shuyen,  a  priest  of  the  Hokke  sect  of 
Buddhism,  has  just  proved  that  the  fire  of 
religious  fervour  is  still  strong  enough  to  calcine 
human  intelligence.  In  order  to  undergo  a 
severe  course  of  discipline,  he  proceeded  last 
fall  from  Yawata,  in  Gifu,  the  scene  of  his 
ordinary  duties,  to  Nakayama  Temple  in  Chiba, 
where  he  commenced  and  completed  a  penance 
of  100  days  in  a  building  specially  prepared 
for  such  zealots.  Every  hour  by  day  and  night 
he  bathed  his  body  in  cold  water,  sitting  or 
lying  during  the  rest  of  the  time  on  a  plank 
floor  covered  with  a  strip  of  thin  matting.  He 
was  without  bedding,  or  any  protection  against 
the  cold  other  than  the  clothes  he  wore.  Several 
times  his  sufferings  seemed  likely  to  end  his 
life,  but  he  completed  the  ordeal  and  made  his 
way  back  to  Yawata.  From  the  very  day  of 
his  arrival  there  he  commenced  another  course. 
Rising  every  morning  at  4,  he  poured  cold 
water  over  his  head  for  hours  together,  intoning 
texts  from  the  Sutras  all  the  while.  This 
proved  too  much  for  his  already  weakened 
constitution.  On  the  20th  of  last  month  fever 
set  in.  But  no  bodily  ailment  could  deter  him. 
The  next  morning  at  the  usual  hour  he  recom- 
menced his  cold  ablutions,  despite  the  earnest 
remonstrances  of  his  physician,  and  in  the 
afternoon  he  died,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one.  Two 
thousand  poeple  attended  his  funeral,  a  rare 
spectacle  in  such  a  remote  region,  and  his 
memory  is  venerated  as  that  of  a  saint.  Well 
has  Pope  said,  "  The  worst  of  madmen  is  a  saint 
run  mad." 


IMPERIAL  GIFTS  TO  "  KUGE  "  NOBLES. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  me- 
thod of  distributing  the  Emperor's  bounty  to 
nobles  of  the  kuge  class,  is  naturally  experienc- 
ing some  difficulty.  Originally  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  intention  of  discrimi- 
nating between  nobles  in  affluent  and  those  in 
indigent  circumstances,  at  least  not  to  the  com- 
plete exclusion  of  the  former,  Nevertheless  the 
Houses  of  Iwakura  and  Sanjo  were  not  entered 
in  the  list  of  beneficiaries,  probably  because 
they  were  supposed  to  have  already  been  the 
objects  of  sufficient  Imperial  generosity.  The 
Iwakura  family's  property  is  estimated  at  600,000 
yen,  and  the  Sanjo  family's  at  150,000  yen. 
But  these  are  merely  nominal  amounts,  and 
rumour  alleges  that  the  two  houses  are  decided- 
ly straitened  in  means.  Especially  is  this  true 
of  the  Sanjo  family.  The  handsome  new  man- 
sion erected  by  the  late  Prince  at  Torizaka 
would  probably  have  been  sold  before  now  had 
not  the  family  shrunk  from  such  a  step  im- 
mediately after  the  Prince's  death,  and  had  not 
a  timely  gift  of  50,000  yen  from  the  Court 
"eased"  the  situation.  It  is  beginning  to  be 
thought  that  the  two  families  should  be  added  to 
the  list  of  recipients,  and  probably  that  opinion 
will  prevail.  The  cases  of  Viscounts  Katano, 
Hich  ijo,  and  Itsutsuji  and  Count  Washino  be- 
long to  a  different  category.    Viscounts  Katano 
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and  Hichijo  haw  been  legally  declared  bank 
runt  and  as  for  Viscount  Itsutsuji  and  Count 
Washino,  the  Yommri  Shimbun,  from  which 
we  quote,  says  that  they  are  virtually  ostracized 
from  the  circle  of  peers,  being  regarded  as 
patrons  of  soshi.    But  there  are  folks  who  con- 
tend that  the  personality  of  the  recipient  ought  not 
to  be  considered  in  allotting  such  grants.  The 
Sovereign's  intention  is  to  aid  the  nobles  who 
have  shared  the  fortunes  of  the  Court  in  pros- 
perity and  adversity  alike,  ever  since  the  days 
of  the  Fujiwara  ascendency.    It  is  the  house 
that  His  Majesty  considers,  not  its  present  re- 
presentative.   How  these  discussions  will  end, 
we  do  not  gather  any  indications.    The  mini- 
mum allotment  at  present  contemplated  is  said 
to  be  such  a  sum  as  shall  give  the  beneficiary 
an  income  of  25  yen  per  month,  interest  being 
reckoned  at  5  per  cent.    That  means  6  000 
yen,  or,  in  actual  practice,  6,600  yen,  if  if  ive 
Per-cent.  Consolidated  Bonds— now  ruling  at 
a  premium  of  10  per  cent.— be  the  form  of  in- 
vestment selected. 


KIM  OK-KYUN  AND    JAPAN.  0 

It  is  stated  by  the  North  China  Daily  News, 
with  the  insistence  of  either  doubt  or  confidence, 
that  Kim  Ok-kyun,  while  he  lived  in  Japan, 
was  "  a  pensioner  of  the  Japanese  Government." 
Whence,  we  wonder,  did  our  contemporary  derive 
that  information  ?   It  is  news  to  people  in  Japan. 
The  Government  of  Japan  declined  to  extradite 
Kim  at  the  request  of  Korea,  and  the  refusal  was 
dictated  by  principles  to  which  every  civilized 
Power  renders  obedience.    Afterwards,  when 
it  became  clear  that  Kim's  proceedings  called 
for  either  his  expulsion  from  this  country  or  his 
subjection  to  official  supervision,  the  latter  alter- 
native was  chosen,  since  to  expel  him  meant 
practically  to  hand  him  over  to  his  executioners. 
But  "  a  pensioner  of  the  Japanese  Government  " 
is  a  false  epithet,  and  the  North  China  Daily 
News  ought  to  have  sufficient  knowledge  of 
contemporary  history  to  avoid  such  misleading 
statements.   

SERIOUS  CONFLAGRATION  IN  KANDA  DISTRICT 

Sarugaku  Cho,  in  Kanda  District,  Tokyo,  was 
last  night  the  scene  of  another  serious  con- 
flagration. Fire  broke  out  shortly  after  half- 
past  eight  and  before  ten  o'clock  over  80  houses 
were  completely  destroyed.  It  is  remarkable  that 
the  fire  started  exactly  opposite  the  spot  whence 
the  great  fire  of  April,  1892,  broke  out,  and  for 
this  reason  fears  were  at  one  time  entertained 
that  the  conflagration  would  be  a  repetition  of 
what  had  occurred  two  years  ago,  the  fine 
weather  of  the  last  week  having  left  the  houses 
in  the  vicinity  as  dry  as  tinder.  Fortunatelv 
no  wind  was  stirring.  No  casualties  are  re 
ported  up  to  the  time  of  our  going  to  press,  but 
three  persons  are  said  to  be  missing.  This  is 
the  third  time  in  two  months  that  Sarugaku  Cho 
has  been  visited  by  large  fires. 

THE  CHINESE  RESIDENT  AT  SOUL. 

According  to  a  Chinese  native  paper,  the  Chin- 
ese Resident  in  Korea,  Yuan,  sent  the  names 
of  four  persons  to  the  Viceroy  Li  the  other 
day  any  one  of  whom  was  fitted  to  succeed 
him  in  the  Soul  Residency,  viz.,  the  ex- 
pectant Taotais  of  Chihli,  Lo  Feng-loh  and 
P'an  Chih-chun,  chief  and  second  Naval  Secre- 
taries to  the  Viceroyalty  of  Chihli;  the  late 
acting  prefect  of  Tientsin,  Li  Siao-yiin,  and  the 
expectant  prefect,  Tong  Siao-yi,  one  of  the 
American  students,  for  the  last  ten  years  at- 
tached to  the  Chinese  Consular  and  diplomatic 
services  in  Korea,  Chinese  Consul  at  Chemulpo 
and  last  year  acting  Resident,  when  Yuan  paid 
a  visit  to  Tientsin. 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 

proved  to  be  very  vague.  It  set  forth  no  con- 
clusive proofs  whatever,  but  merely  stated  that 
the  Committee  inferred  the  truth  of  the  charges. 
Of  course  strong  exception  was  taken  to  such 
an  allegation  by  the  men  against  whom  it  was 
made,  whereas  their  enemies  sustained  it  with 
equal  vigour.  Finally  the  confusion  became  so 
great  that  the  Governor,  who  was  present,  had  to 
suspend  the  sitting. 

THE  SURRENDER  OF      HE   KOREAN  REFUGEES 

Acting  evidently  on  the  principle  of  sensational 
journalism,  the  Nippon  publishes  what  pro- 
fesses to  be  a  verbatim  account  of  the  dialogue 
that  took  place  between  the  Korean  Charge 
d Affaires  and  the  two  Police  Inspectors  who 
went  to  the  Korean  Legation  on  the  morning 
of  the  3rd  instant  to  obtain  the  surrender  of 
the  two  men  implicated  in  the  attempted  murder 
of  Boku  Yeiko.  The  dialogue  has  no  manner 
of  interest  and  savours  palpably  of  imagination. 
The  only  point  worthy  of  notice  in  addition  to 
what  has  already  appeared  in  these  columns  is 
that  the  refugees  were  sent  out  of  the  Legation 
precincts  before  their  arrest  was  effected 


THE  GUMMA  LOCAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Matters  do  not  seem  to  be  mending  in  the 
Gumma  Local  Assembly.  On  the  2nd  instant 
it  met  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  charges  of 
corrupt  practices  preferred  against  the  Chair- 
man,  Vice-Chairman,  and  several  members. 
Before  the  report  was  made,  a  motion  for  the 
previous  withdrawal  of  the  incriminated  mem- 
bers was  introduced  but  negatived.    The  report 


MR.  SUGITA  TEI1CHI. 

Mr.  Sugita  Tkiichi,  now  under  arrest  for  in- 
flicting on  his  step-brother  a  wound  likely  to 
piove°mortal,  is  a  distinguished  Radical  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  Fukui 
Prefecture.  The  unfortunate  affair  is  said  to 
have  been  the  sequel  of  a  long  family  feud. 
From  the  time  of  his  father's  second  marriage 
Mr.  Sugita's  home  life  has  been  stormy.  His 
quarrels  with  his  step  brother  have  been  fre 
quent,  and  a  dispute  about  the  division  of  the 
family  estate  exasperated  him  so  much  that  he 
seized  a  sword  and  stabbed  the  young  man. 
Details  of  the  feud  are  given  by  the  vernacular 
press,  but  could  have  no  interest  for  our  readers 

TABLES. 

A  most  excellent  set  of  tables  has  been  compiled 
and  published  by  Messrs.  F.  Nering  Bogel, 
N.A.,  and  K.  Ogawa.  There  are  four  sheets 
printed  in  large  clear  type  and  of  dimensions 
suitable  for  hanging  in  an  office.  They  contain 
the  equivalents  calculated  with  great  exactness 
and  according  to  the  latest  standards  of  all  the 
Japanese  lineal,  superficial,  cubic,  etc.,  measures 
so  that  one  can  find  at  a  glance  the  English  or 
French  equivalent  of  any  Japanese  unit.  Nothing 
could  be  better  conceived  or  better  executed 
from  the  point  of  view  of  practical  utility.  We 
imagine  that  these  tables  will  prove  a  great  boon 
to  foreign  men  of  business  or  science  and  that 
theircompilerswillbe  correspondingly  rewarded 

THE   KOREAN  CHARGE  D'AFFAIRES. 

We  slated  in  our  issue  of  yesterday  that  the 
Korean  Charge*  d'Affaires  had  been  recalled 
telegraphically,  and  had  left  Tokyo.  It  is  a 
fact  that  he  has  gone,  but  whether  because  of 
a  recall  or  for  what  reason  does  not  appear  to 
be  definitely  known.  There  can  be  very  little 
doubt,  we  imagine,  that  his  return  is  connected 
with  the  attempted  assassination  of  Boku  Yei-ko 
and  the  flight  of  Li's  two  accomplices  to  the 
Korean  Legation,  but  as  we  can  form  only  con- 
jectures at  present,  there  is  nothing  to  be  gain- 
ed by  discussing  the  matter. 

A  PROVINCIAL'S  OPINION  ABOUT  THE   RED  CROSS 
SOCIETY   OF  JAPAN. 

A  local  magnate  in  the  Island  of  Old  is  quoted 
by  the  vernacular  press  as  having  indignantly 
refused  to  become  a  member  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society,  because  its  programme  contemplates 
aid  to  the  wounded  of  friend  and  foe  alike. 
This  stalwart  conservative  considered  that  a 
wounded  enemy  should  never,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, become  an  object  of  commisera- 
tion. Evidently  the  new  civilization  has  not 
reached  the  Island  of  Oki. 

H.B.M.  COURT. 

A  handsome  carved  wood  canopy  has  just  been 
erected  over  the  Judge's  Bench  in  H.B.M.'s 
Court  for  Japan,  and  forms  a  stately  and  ap- 
propriate ornament  to  the  chamber.  The  Royal 
Arms,  emblazoned  in  gold,  are  fixed  above  the 
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cornice.  The  staining  of  the  canopy  is  in 
happy  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  panelling 
and  ceiling,  while  the  carving  is  most  ornate. 
Like  other  changes  for  the  better  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Court-room,  the  suggestion  origin- 
ated with  His  Honour  Judge  Mowat. 

MR.  DE  BUNSEN'S  DEPARTURE. 

A  large  number  of  Japanese  and  Foreigners 
assembled  at  Shimbashi  Station  on  Friday 
morning  to  say  goodbye  to  Mr.  M.  de  Bunsen, 
Secretary  of  the  British  Legation,  who  left  To- 
kyo by  the  9.35  train  en  route  for  England. 
Among  those  present  were  H.E.  the  Minister 
of  State  for  War,  the  Vice-Minister  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  German  Representative, 
the  Italian  Representative,  the  British  Repre- 
sentative, the  Belgian  Representative,  Mr.  San- 
nomiya,  and  several  Japanese  Heads  of  Bureaux. 
In  Yokohama  many  of  the  foreign  residents 
went  to  the  steamer  to  see  Mr.  de  Bunsen  off, 
and  the  universal  wish  was  that  he  might  ad- 
here to  his  purpose  of  returning  again  to  Japan 
during  the  year. 

YOKOHAMA  HARBOUR-WORKS. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  this  morning  says  that  the 
Cabinet  has  decided  to  defray  a  sum  of  over 
yen  100,000  from  the  surplus  towards  the  cost 
of  repairing  the  defective  cement  blocks.  The 
total  amount  of  money  needed  for  repairs  is>*» 
300  000,  but  the  remaining  200,000  will  not  be 
defrayed  until  the  outlay  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Diet.  Work  was  resumed  on  the  breakwaters 
on  the  1st  inst. 


CHARITY  BALL   IN  TOKYO. 

There  is  to  be  a  charity  ball  in  Tokyo  on  the 
17th  instant.  The  place  selected  is  the  Roku- 
meikan.  Probably  this  will  be  the  last  oppor- 
tunity of  the  season  for  lovers  of  that  kind  of 
amusement.  We  trust  the  affair  may  have  all 
the  success  that  its  zealous  promoters  hope  and 
its  admirable  objects  deserve. 

FIRE   IN  NAGAOKA. 

A  telegram  despatched  from  Nagaoka  at  1.55 
p  m  on  the  4th  instant  says  that  a  conflagration 
broke  out  iu  Nagaoka  at  3  a.m.  on  that  morn- 
ing and  burned  until  10  o'clock.  Upwards 
of  500  houses  were  destroyed.  The  loss  to  the 
Meiji  Insurance  Company  will  be  thirty  thou- 
sand yen.  

CRIME  IN  JAPAN. 

The  latest  statistics  in  Japan  give  the  following 
figures  for  the  number  of  crimes,  as  distinguish- 
ed from  misdemeanours,  committed  in  Japan 
from  1888  to  1892  :— 

Number  of  criminals  in  1888    3'q<° 

Number  of  ci  iminals  |H  1889    2,861 

Number  of  criminals  in  1890    3-733 

Number  of  criminals  in  1891    4>I20 

Number  of  ci  iminals  in  1892    3>7°4 

NBW  FRENCH   MINISTER  TO  CHINA. 

H  E.  M.  GIsrard,  the  new  French  Minister  to 
Peking,  arrived  at  Shanghai  on  the  26th  ult.  by 
the  Salazie,  and  was  received  at  the  M.M.  Co.  i 
pontoon  by  the  French  Consul-General  and 
other  officials,  and  a  guard  of  honour  furnished 
by  the  French  Municipal  Police. 

THE  SPRING  ART  EXHIBITION. 

The  Spring  Exhibition  of  objects  of  modern 
and  ancient  art  was  opened  yesterday  (April 
1st)  at  the  usual  place  in  Uyeno  Park.  Only  a 
fraction  of  the  exhibits  has  been  sent  in  as  yet, 
so  that  it  will  be  wise  to  defer  for  four  or  five 
days  a  visit  to  the  gallery. 

IMPERIAL  CHERRY  PARTY. 

The  Imperial  Cherry  Party  (Kwan-o-Kai)  is 
fixed  for  the  12th  instant,  according  to  the 
Offical  Gazette,  and  will  take  place  at  the  Shiba 
Detached  Palace,  whither  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  proceed  at  2.30  p.m.  on  that  day. 

THE  GOVERNOR  OF  HONGKONG. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Hongkong 
is  staying  at  the  Yaami  Hotel,  in  Kyoto  which 
he  intends  to  make  his  head-quarters  for  an- 
other week  or  ten  days  before  coming  to  lokyo. 
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ASSASSINATION  OF  KIM  OK-KYI'N. 


THERE  appears  to  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  trull)  of  a  telegram  received  on  the 
29th  ultimo   in   Tokyo  announcing  thai 
the  Korean  exile,  KlM  Ok-KYUN  had  been 
assassinated  at  the  Japan  Hotel  in  Shang- 
hai by  a  fellow-countryman  who  followed 
him  thither  from  Osaka.     KlM  had  been 
in  Japan  since   1884.     He  fled  hither  in 
the  sequel  of  the  insurrection  that  occurred 
in  Soul  at  that  time;  an  insurrection  in 
which  he  played  a  leading  part.  Repeated 
efforts  were  made  by  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment to  procure  his  extradition,  but  the 
Japanese  Foreign  Office  persistently  re- 
fused to  entertain  any  such  demand,  ob- 
viously opposed  as  it  was  to  the  practice 
of    civilized    nations.     For   a  time  the 
refugee  was  prudent  enough  to  avoid  any 
act  that  might  shake  the  Japanese  Go- 
vernment's decision,  or  endanger  his  own 
privilege  of  asylum.     But  as  time  went 
by,  he  acquired  assurance,  and  began,  or 
was  supposed  to  have  begun,  fresh  designs 
against  the  public  peace  of  his  country. 
The  Japanese  Authorities    had   then  to 
choose  between  running  the  risk  of  trou- 
blesome   complications    with    Korea,  or 
ordering  KlM  to  leave  Japan,  or  removing 
him  to  some  place  v\  here  his  machinations 
would  be  practically  powerless.    The  first 
of  these  courses  would  have  been  plainly 
unstatesmanlike  ;  the  second  would  have 
involved  KlM's  death,  and  the  third  was 
open  to  several  objections.  Nevertheless, 
the  last  course  was  chosen.     KlM  was 
sent  to  the  Bonin  Islands,  where  he  lived 
a  comfortable  and  uneventful  life  for  some 
years.    This  act  of  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment was  criticized  at  the  time  as  arbi- 
trary and  unwarrantable,  but  in  truth  it 
was  wise  and  merciful.     Evidence  had 
been  obtained  that  KlM  was  implicated  in 
the  plots  hatched  by  Messrs.  Ol  KENTARO, 
ARM  ShOGO,  and  other  political  agitators 
who,  seeing  no  hope  of  acquiring  notoriety 
in  the  arena  of  domestic  politics,  did  not 
shrink  from  a  step  which  would  have  ex- 
posed their  country  to  the  risks  of  a  foreign 
war,  and  might  have  thrown  the  whole 
East  into  a  tumult.    The  first  impulse  of 
a  Government  under  such  circumstances 
would    be    to    expel    from    the  Empire 
a   refugee    who    hesitated    so    little  to 
abuse   the   privilege   of   asylum  granted 
to  him.    But  there  could  be  no  manner 
of  doubt  as  to  the  consequeuces  of  ex 
pulsion  from  Japan  in  Kim's  case.  Al- 
ready his  whole  family  and  all  his  near 
relatives  had  suffered  the  penalty  of  death 
on  his  account,  and  he  himself  would  not 
have  been  suffered  to  linger  long  could 
the  Koreans  have  laid  hands  on  him,  as 
they    certainly    would    have    done  had 
Japan's  protection  been   withdrawn.  It 
was  therefore  an  act  of  exceptional  be- 
nevolence   to    stretch    the    privilege  of 
asylum  as  far  as  to  provide  a  special  re- 
fuge for  KlM  under  official  auspices,  though 


safety  thus  procured  exposed  him  to  some 
personal  restraint.      By   and   by,   it  was 
decided  that  the  climate  of  the  Bonins  did 
not  agree  with  KlM.    He  was  removed  to 
Hokkaido,  and  being  subsequently  left 
free  to  choose  his  own  place  of  abode,  he 
came  to  Tokyo.    An  impression  constant- 
ly prevailed  among  the  Japanese  that  KlM 
could   never  rest   without   making  some 
final  attempt  to  carry  out  the  programme 
which  failed  so  signally  in  1884.  There 
were,  it  is  true,  no  tangible  indications  of 
any  such  purpose  on  his  part.  His  resources 
were  plainly  limited,  and  his  manner  of  life 
did  not  suggest  any  complicated  plots  or 
large  projects.    But  he  was  a  man  of  active 
mind  and  unquiet  disposition.    It  is  said 
that  in  his  early  days  he  three  times  dis- 
sipated the  whole  of  his  resources  in  gam- 
bling, and  that  this  speculative  tendency 
did  not  disappear,  but  only  took  a  dif- 
ferent direction,  in  later  years.  Unques- 
tionably both  in   his   own   country  and 
in  China  he  was  always  regarded  as  a 
factor  of  potential  magnitude  in  the  Ori- 
ental Question.     The  anxiety  of  his  Go- 
vernment about  him  was  shown  by  repeat- 
ed attempts  to  get  possession  of  his  person, 
and  even,  it  was  rumoured,  by  more  than 
one  commission   to  assassinate  him.  A 
man  of  considerable  attainments  and  wide 
erudition  (according  to  Eastern  standards), 
he  possessed  also  the  gift  of  winning  not 
only  confidence  but  sympathy.  During 
his  residence  in  Japan — where  he  went  by 
the  name  of  IWATA  SHUKAKU,  wore  Japan- 
ese   costume    and    spoke  the  Japanese 
language  fluently — he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  many  foreigners,  the  great  major- 
ity  of  whom   thenceforth   spoke  of  him 
with  faith  and  friendship.     His  assassin, 
HONG  TjYONG-OU,  belongs  to  a  family 
said   to   have   held  an    official  position 
for  generations  in  the  Peninsular  King- 
dom.     He    came    to    Japan    in    1 888, 
almost  resourceless,   and   earned  a  diffi- 
cult livelihood  by  various  devices.  Never- 
theless, in    1890,   he    managed    to  pro- 
cure money  for  a  trip  to  Europe,  where 
he  spent  three  years,  often  encountering 
great  hardship,  but  always  finding  means 
to  live  without  recourse  to  charity.  Re- 
turning last  fall  to  Japan,  he  showed  a 
keen  interest  in  politics  and  was  regarded 
as  a  man  not  unlikely  to  find  a  place  in 
the  pages  of  his  country's  history.  Vari- 
ous conjectures  are  rife  as  to  the  motive 
of  his  attack  upon   KlM,   but  we  need 
not  allude  to  them  as  they  are  plainly 
pure  hypotheses.  He 
accompanied    KlM  to 
place  they  reached  on 
and  the  assassination 
the    25th.     No  details 
telegraphed,    but  it 
the    murderer  HONG 


hidden.  It  is  certainly  very  remark- 
able—loo remarkable  to  be  a  mere  coin 
cideuce — that  whereas  KlM  remained 
safely  for  nearly  ten  years  in  Japan, 
despite  many  supposed  plots  to  make 
away  with  him,  death  overtook  him  two 
days  after  he  had  left  the  asylum  afforded 
to  him  in  this  Empire.  The  fact  is  a 
tribute  not  less  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Japanese  police  than  to  the  relentlessness 
of  his  enemies. 


THE  KOREAN  ASSASSINATION 
AFFAIR. 


A 


S  fuller  lightis  thrown  on   the  parti- 


seems    to  have 


Shanghai,  which 
the  23rd  instant, 
was  effected  on 
have  yet  been 
is  known  that 
was    arrested  in 


the  Foreign  Settlement  on  the  29th 
instant,  and  his  trial  will  doubtless 
reveal  a  good  deal,  though  the  prime 
instigators    of    the    deed    may  remain 


OKKYUN  in  Shanghai  and  the  attempted 
assassination  of  BOKU  YEIKO,  public  in- 
terest in  the  events  increases  rather  than 
diminishes.    The  directing  hand  in  both 
cases  was  that  of  Li  ISSHOKU.    Li  has 
been  living  in  Japan  for  some  time,  spend- 
ing money  freely.    It  is  alleged  that  his 
expenditures   aggregate    sixty  thousand 
dollars,  but   nothing  is  known  as  to  the 
source  of  his  income.    Acting  under  his  im- 
mediate orders  were  HONG  TjYONG-OU, 
KEN  TojU,  and  Ken  Zaiju,  the  two  last  be 
ing  closely  related — brothers, we  be  lieve. 
The  four  accompanied  KlM  Ok-KYUN  to 
Kobe,  Li  and  the  two  KENS  taking  leave  of 
him  there,  while  HONG  went  on  with  him  to 
Shanghai.    HONG  was  instructed  by  Li  to 
kill    KlM    as   soon    as  possible  after  his 
arrival  at  the  Japanese  Hotel  in  Shang- 
hai.   The  hotel  is  a  three-storied  build- 
ing, and  HONG'S  directions  were  to  make 
use  of  a  pistol  if  KlM's  room  should  be  in 
the  third  storey,   since   that  weapon  is 
trustworthy  when  employed  at  close  quar- 
ters, and  since  the  report  would  be  scarcely 
audible  from  the  street.    But  if  KlM  lodged 
in  the  second  storey,  a  dagger  was  to  be 
used.    It  is  known   that  the  assassination 
was  achieved  with  a  pistol,  but  no  news 
has  yet  been  telegraphed  as  to  tiie  part  of 
the  hotel  where  it  took  place.    HONG  fled 
immediately,  but  was  arrested  the  follow- 
ing day.    As  for  Li  and  the  two  KENS, 
they  hastened  back  to  Tokyo  after  taking 
leave  of  KlM  in  Kobe,  their  intention  being 
to  assassinate  BOKU  YEIKO,  the  two  mur- 
ders being  timed  so  that  news  of  the  one 
should  not  warn  the  intended  victim  of 
the  other.     BOKU,   however,   was  absent 
from   Tokyo  when  the  trio  reached  that 
city  :  he  had  gone  to  Yamanashi  Prefecture 
on  business  connected  with  the  Korean 
School  in  Ichibancho  (Tokyo)  of  which  he 
is  a  principal  supporter.     Li  telegraphed 
to   effect  his  return,    and  the  message 
brought  him  back  at  once.  The  programme 
was   that    BOKU    should    be    induced  to 
visit  Ll'S  lodging,  engaged  in  a  quarrel, 
and  killed.      But  BOKU,  discovering  his 
danger,  excused  himself  from  visiting  Li, 
and  the  latter  accordingly  set  out  for  the 
School,  accompanied  by  the  two  KENS. 
BOKU  had  prepared  for  theircoming.  With 
the  aid  of  five  of  the  students,  he  seized 
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Li,  tied  him  up,  and  subjected  him  to  very 
cruel  treatment,  sending  at  the  same 
time  to  his  lodging  and  seizing  his  valises, 
from  which  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
and  two  documents,  purporting  to  be 
Royal  mandates,  were  taken.  The  two 
KENS  effected  their  escape,  and  took 
refuge  in  the  Korean  Legation.  Igno- 
rant at  first  of  their  complicity  in  the 
unsuccessful  assassination,  the  police  au- 
thorities applied  for  their  attendance 
in  the  capacity  of  witnesses  only.  But 
the  Korean  Charge  (V Affaires  refused 
to  give  them  up.  By  and  by  he  was 
approached  again,  the  demand  for  the 
rendition  of  the  KENS  being  based,  this 
time,  on  the  fact  that  their  connection 
with  the  intended  crime  had  been  esta- 
blished by  the  examination  of  Li.  But 
Mr.  Yu  continued  reluctant.  It  does 
not  appear  that  he  asserted  any  rtigh 
to  protect  the  men.  Such  a  pretence 
would  have  been  obviously  untenable.  He 
relied  upon  various  trivial  pretexts,  as  that 
the  KENS  had  been  under  orders  to  return 
to  Korea  and  had  disobeyed  the  order  ; 
that  one  of  them  being  a  personal  friend 
of  his  own,  he  could  not  enforce  any 
mandate  against  them  ;  that  he  required 
time  to  obtain  instructions  from  Soul,  and 
so  forth.  The  plea  for  time — a  day,  or  a 
day  and  a  half,  was  named — to  obtain 
instructions  being  reasonable,  a  delay  of 
three  days  was  conceded  by  the  Japanese 
Foreign  Office,  but  no  reply  having  been 
received  from  the  Legation  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  interval,  the  police  were  in- 
structed to  proceed  to  the  Legation  with 
a  despatch  declaring  that  unless  the  men 
were  given  up,  steps  must  be  taken  to 
arrest  them  even  within  the  Legation. 
The  police  presented  themselves  at  the 
Legation  at  8  a.m.  on  the  3rd  instant. 
Attempts  were  of  course  made  to  defer 
the  final  act  in  the  drama.  The  Charge 
d 'Affaires  sought  time  for  further  reference 
to  Soul,  and  that  being  denied,  he  ordered 
his  carriage  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
waiting  upon  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  But  the  police  officer 
explained  that  if  the  Charge  left  the 
Legation  under  such  circumstances,  the 
police  would  have  no  choice  but  to  enter 
and  seize  the  fugitives.  Finally  the  Charge 
agreed  to  surrender  them  provided  that  the 
despatch  announcing  entry  by  the  police  in 
the  event  of  persistent  refusal  were  with- 
drawn, and  to  that  the  police  officer  made 
no  difficulty  in  assenting.  So  the  two 
men  are  now  in  custody.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  what  object  the  Korean  Charge 
d' Affaires  contemplated  in  adopting  such 
an  attitude  at  the  outset.  There  could  never 
have  been  the  smallest  justification  for  offer- 
ing the  protection  of  the  Legation  to  com- 
mon malefactors  of  the  KENS  type,  and  we 
can  only  suppose  that  ignorance  of  inter- 
national usage  was  responsible  for  Mr. 
Yu'S  procedure.  Even  if  Korea  desired 
to  represent  the  attempted  assassination 
as  an  act  of  State  necessity,  the  circum- 


stances put  it  wholly  out  of  her  power 
to  do  so.  But  of  course  she  will  not  dream 
of  accepting  any  such  responsibility.  Her 
whole  anxiety,  on  the  contrary,  will  be  to 
disavow  all  connection  with  the  affair. 
Whether  she  will  succeed  in  clearing 
herself  remains  to  be  seen.  Li  pleads  the 
King  of  KOREA'S  mandate  for  everything 
that  he  did,  and  unquestionably  two  docu- 
ments fully  answering  the  description  of 
a  mandate  were  found  among  his  effects. 
But  it  may  turn  out  that  their  seals  are 
not  genuine,  or,  even  if  genuine,  that 
they  were  wrongly  applied.  Events,  now 
nine  years  old,  are  on  record  which  indi- 
cate that  the  issue  of  such  a  mandate  was 
once  regarded  by  the  Korean  Court  as  a 
proper  step,  but  the  experience  then  gain- 
ed should  have  averted  a  repetition  of 
the  proceeding.  It  would  be  obviously 
imprudent  to  express  a  definite  opinion 
on  this  point  at  the  present  stage.  But 
we  see  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  trouble- 
some complications. 


SCHOOLS  IN  YOKOHAMA. 
 ♦  

YOKOHAMA  has  its  peculiarities.  A 
business  place  before  everything,  it 
might  naturally  be  expected  to  treat  public 
questions  in  a  business-like  manner.  But  it 
often  allows  itself  to  indulge  in  most  un- 
businesslike vagaries.  Its  attitude  to- 
ward the  Victoria  School  is  a  case  in 
point.  When  the  Victoria  School  was 
established,  everybody  knew  perfectly 
well  that  the  fund  subscribed  by  the  com- 
munity for  the  purpose  could  not  suffice 
to  support  the  institution,  and  that  unless 
it  succeeded  in  winning  public  favour,  its 
doors  must  be  closed  in  a  few  years. 
Everybody  knew,  in  short,  that  the  fate  of 
the  School  depended  absolutely  on  the 
nature  of  the  educational  advantages  of- 
fered by  it.  Suppose,  then,  that  a  man 
of  business  found  himself  in  a  position 
analogous  to  that  of  the  School  at  the  time 
of  its  inception.  Suppose,  in  other  words, 
that  a  man  of  business  found  himself  in 
possession  of  a  fixed  amount  of  capital  to 
be  devoted  to  an  enterprise  which  could 
never  be  made  a  paying  affair  unless  it 
were  invested  with  certain  attractions, 
and  which,  minus  those  attractions,  must 
inevitably  consume  the  capital  fund  and 
then  die  of  inanition  or  be  continued  at  a 
constant  loss.  What  "would  he  do  ? 
Would  he  nflt  unhesitatingly  employ  the 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the 
necessary  attractions,  and  if,  having  done 
so,  the  venture  proved  unsuccessful,  would 
he  not  abandon  it  definitely  ?  We  venture 
to  think  that  such  would  be  his  course, 
and  that  such  ought  to  have  been  the 
course  pursued  in  the  case  of  the  Victoria 
School.  A  period  of  two  years  would 
have  been  ample  to  determine  whether 
the  School  could  hope  for  permanent 
success,  and  since  its  only  hope  of  per- 
manent success  lay  in  such  provision  of 
teachers  and  appliances  as  would  make  it 


popular  and  useful  above  all  rival  institu- 
tions, a  programme  ought  to  have  been 
mapped  out  upon  that  basis.  There  was 
a  capital  fund  of  $7,000,  and  an  at- 
tendance of  at  least  50  pupils  paying 
$90  each  might  have  been  confidently 
anticipated.  Hence  the  Committee  could 
count  on  an  income  of  $  16,000  against  the 
total  expenditure  of  two  years.  That  in- 
come should  have  been  boldly  applied  to 
procure  a  staff  of  at  least  four  good  instruc- 
tors ;  to  provide  ample  appliances;  to 
make  arrangements  for  periodical  lectures 
by  men  of  science  from  Tokyo  ;  in  short,  to 
lend  to  the  School  every  possible  attrac- 
tion within  reasonable  limits.  Then,  if 
at  the  end  of  two  years  it  was  found 
that  the  institution  had  no  prospect  of 
becoming  self-supporting,  it  should  have 
been  resolutely  abandoned.  The  method 
pursued,  however,  was  very  different. 
From  the  outset  a  policy  of  economy  was 
adopted.  The  governing  idea  seemed 
to  be  that  the  capital  fund  should  be 
preserved  as  far  as  possible  against 
inroads,  and  that  the  educational  oppor- 
tunities offered  by  the  School  should  be 
regulated  by  the  support  that  the  public 
voluntarily  tendered,  instead  of  being 
independently  adapted  to  attract  that 
support.  The  result  was  that  the  School 
never  at  any  time  paid  its  way,  and  that 
it  is  now  living  on  such  meagre  largess  as 
the  community's  charity  can  be  induced 
to  dole  out  to  it.  Criticism,  however,  is 
easy.  Very  likely  if  the  Committee  had 
adopted  the  bold  course  here  indicated, 
and  if  success  had  not  justified  their 
courage,  they  would  have  been  severly  con- 
demned for  want  of  prudence.  At  all 
events,  it  is  a  most  ungracious  task  to  find 
fault  with  men  who  have  worked  with  such 
conspicuous  zeal  in  the  public  interest, 
and  we  should  not  revert  to  the  subject 
now  did  not  the  advertisement  columns 
of  the  press  show  that  the  real  situation 
still  remains  unappreciated.  The  Victoria 
School  has  been  re-opened  with  a  staff  of 
three  teachers,  two  of  whom  are  ladies  ;  at 
the  same  time  a  projected  private  school  is 
advertised  with  a  staff  of  four  teachers,  two 
of  whom  are  ladies,  the  curricula  at  both 
institutions  being  almost  identical  ;  and  a 
third  school  is  in  existence  on  the  Bluff. 
Now  there  are  only  70  school-going  lads 
in  Yokohama.  If  the  whole  70  attended 
the  same  school,  the  fees  paid  by  them 
would  represent  an  income  sufficient  to 
provide  good,  sound  instruction.  But  it 
is  perfectly  plain  that  with  70  lads  divided 
among  three  schools,  the  schools  must 
starve  financially  and  the  scholars  edu- 
cationally. That  is  a  rudimentary  business 
proposition.  There  are  enough  boys  to 
secure  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity  for 
one  school.  There  are  not  enough,  not 
nearly  enough  for  two  schools,  still  less 
for  three.  Yokohama  puts  its  hand  into 
one  pocket  to  find  a  charitable  dole  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Victoria  School,  and 
puts  the  other  hand  into  a  second  pocket 
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to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  other  schools 
without  the  existence  of  which  the  Victoria 
School  would  not  be  an  object  of  charity. 
Of  course  people  are  free  to  act  as  they 
please  in  such  matters.  We  make  no 
comment  further  than  to  point  out  that 
not  Yokokama's  capacities  but  its  pro- 
clivities are  to  blame  for  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  There  is  a  difficulty, 
indeed,  about  complete  unanimity  of 
action  :  some  folks  object  to  send  their 
sons  to  a  school  where  Eurasians  are 
admitted.  That  is  a  miserable  notion, 
based  on  ignorance  and  supported  by  race 
prejudice.  But  any  attempt  to  convert 
its  victims  by  theoretical  arguments  were 
mere  waste  of  words.  One  practical  con- 
sideration, however,  they  may  be  able  to 
appreciate  :  it  is  that  if  they  insist  on 
having  an  exclusive  school  in  Yokohama, 
they  must  be  content  with  very  defective 
education  for  their  children,  and  that  if 
the  present  system  of  divided  forces  be 
adhered  to,  Yokohama  will  end  by  having 
no  school  at  all,  when  there  will  be  no  al- 
ternative but  recourse  to  Tokyo,  where 
excellent  education  is  procurable,  but  no 
distinction  of  races  is  recognised.  The 
school  question  deserves  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  Yokohama  parents. 


THE  BLAND  BILL. 

^  /"^  OINING  the  seigniorage  "  is  a  mis- 

V  1  leading  expression  to  apply  to  the 

purpose  of  the  Bland  Bill,  which,  after  creat- 
ing a  deadlock  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  several  days  at  the  end  of 
February,  has  now  been  vetoed  by  the 
PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  question  of 
"coining"  at  all.  The  statement  that 
Mr.  BLAND  proposes  to  "coin  the  bullion 
now  lying  in  the  Treasury  vaults  "  is  as 
far  from  the  truth  as  the  curiously  ignorant 
assertion  made  by  another  local  writer 
that  "  a  PRESIDENT  has  not  often  exercised 
the  prerogative  of  the  veto,"  and  that  "its 
use  can  only  be  understood  as  a  direct 
challenge  to  the  two  Houses."  The  fact 
is  that  nothing  is  commoner  in  American 
politics  than  the  exercise  of  the  Pre- 
sidential veto,  for  since  the  veto  can 
always  be  set  aside  by  a  two-thirds'  vote 
of  Congress,  it  serves  merely  as  an  ex- 
pedient for  deferring  the  operation  of  any 
measure  apparently  demanding  maturer 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  country's 
legislators.  With  regard  to  the  Bland  Bill, 
it  contemplates,  not  the  coining  of  any 
metal,  but  the  further  issue  of  fifty-five 
million  dollars'  worth  of  silver  certificates. 
The  basis  of  the  Bill  is  this: — In  1890  a 
law,  called  the  Sherman  Act,  was  passed 
directing  the  Treasury  to  purchase  silver 
bullion  with  notes  representing  the  exact 
market  value  of  the  metal  at  the  time  of 
the  transaction.  Under  the  authority  of 
this  Act  purchases  of  the  white  metal  were 
gradually  made,  and  it  was  stored  away 
in  the  Treasury  vaults  as  security  for  the 
redemption  of  the  notes  employed  to  buy 


it.  II  the  silver  thus  stored  were  now 
coined  into  dollars,  the  metal  in  which  has 
a  nominal  value  of  $1.29.}  per  ounce,  the 
number  of  dollars  resulting  would  be  fifty- 
five  millions  more  than  the  dollar-notes 
issued  at  the  actual  market  price  of  the 
silver.  In  other  words,  since  the  amount 
of  the  notes  exactly  corresponded  with  the 
market-value  of  the  bullion  when  purchas- 
ed, and  since  that  market-value  was  much 
less  than  the  nominal  coinage  value,  each 
note  represented  a  greater  weight  of  silver 
than  is  contained  in  a  dollar,  and  the  total 
difference  aggregated  55  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  Bland  Bill  proposes  that  addi- 
tional notes,  to  the  extent  of  fifty-five  mil- 
lions, should  be  issued,  the  bullion  security 
in  the  Treasary  remaining  the  same.  It  is 
a  singular  measure.  Between  the  time  that 
the  Sherman  Act  ceased  to  be  operative 
and  the  time  of  laying  the  Bland  Act  be- 
fore Congress,  the  gold  value  of  silver  had 
undergone  such  a  depreciation  that  to 
redeem  with  gold — as  required  by  law — 
the  silver  certificates  issued  under  the 
former  Act  would  have  cost  the  country 
fifty  million  dollars.  That  is  to  say,  the 
bullion  held  in  the  Treasury  vaults  as 
security  for  the  ultimate  redemption 
of  the  notes,  had  fallen  in  gold-value 
to  the  extent  of  fifty  million  dollars,  and 
if  the  notes  had  been  presented  for  re- 
demption in  gold,  the  Treasury  must  have 
added  fifty  millions  to  the  amount  realiz- 
able by  the  sale  of  the  bullion.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  natural  course  of  sound 
financial  legislation  would  have  been  to 
recall  fifty  millions  of  the  notes  so  as  to 
restore  equilibrium  between  the  paper  and 
the  bullion  held  for  its  redemption.  But 
Mr.  BLAND,  on  the  contrary,  proposed  a 
further  issue  of  notes  to  the  extent  of 
fifty-five  millions,  the  result  of  which 
operation  would  have  been  a  difference  of 
a  hundred  and  five  millions  between  the 
face-value  of  the  notes  and  the  gold- 
value  of  the  bullion  on  the  security  of 
which  they  circulated.  The  notes,  in  short, 
would  have  been  converted  into  fiat 
paper.  They  are  already  fiat  paper,  since 
the  metal  stored  for  their  redemption  is 
fifty  millions  short.  But  that  is  an  ac- 
cident of  exchange,  whereas  the  Bland 
Act  would  be  a  deliberate  governmental 
declaration  that  every  ounce  of  silver  held 
by  the  Treasury  is  worth  $1.29^  for  note- 
issuing  purposes,  though  its  gold-value  in 
the  market  is  only  65  cents.  Silver  is 
an  unhappy  metal.  It  seems  destined 
to  be  the  victim  of  either  inadvertence 
or  manceuvering.  Its  demonetization  by 
Great  Britain — the  beginning  of  all  the 
trouble — was  a  measure  the  consequences 
of  which  were  not  even  considered  still 
less  appreciated.  Other  Powers  followed 
suit  with  equal  light-heartedness.  In  the 
United  States,  Congress  fell  a  victim  to  a 
dodge,  and  since  then  legislators  have 
been  trying  by  all  kinds  of  hole-and-corner 
methods  to  restore  the  white  metal  to  its 
old  place.    The  Bland  Act  is  the  latest  of 


these  schemes.  It  would  virtually  pledge  the 
United  States  Legislature  to  the  principle 
that  tlx;  old  parity  between  silver  and  gold 
has  been  re-established  ;  that  every  ounce 
of  gold,  instead  of  being  worth  31  ounces 
of  silver,  is  worth  only  16  ;  and  that 
silver  held  by  the  Government  as  se- 
curity for  its  note  issues  may  properly 
be  valued  at  1 29.25  cents,  per  ounce 
instead  of  65  cents.,  its  market  value. 
That  would  be  bimetallism  for  America 
beyond  all  question,  but  it  would  not  bring 
the  world  one  inch  nearer  to  bimetallism. 
Probably  it  would  have  the  contrary  effect. 
America  is  a  financial  Colossus.  It  may 
not  hurt  her  seriously  to  be  made  the 
corpus  vile  of  all  kinds  of  costly  experi- 
ments in  finance.  But  she  has  some 
responsibility  towards  the  commerce  of 
the  two  hemispheres,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
desired  that  her  financiers  would  abandon 
their  frivolous  and  disturbing  tactics.  Pre- 
sident Cleveland's  interposition  of  the 
veto  does  new  credit  to  his  sound, 
straightforward  principles. 


MONTHLY  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
RELIGIOUS  PRESS. 


Looking  over  the  Christian  press  for  the 
month,  we  see  numerous  signs  of  a  growing 
emphasis  upon  the  differences  which  for  some 
time  have  been  separating  the  various  denom- 
inations into  liberal  and  conservative  parties. 
The  present  reactionary  mood  of  a  large  part 
of  the  Japanese  people  has  brought  about 
an  exceptional  tendency  towards  self  asser- 
tion among  the  religious  bodies.  Nearly  all 
of  them  are  inclined  to  minimize  as  much  as 
possible  the  apparent  leadership  of  foreigners. 
They  show  this  inclination  in  a  continuous  dis- 
cussion of  their  creeds,  and  in  one  or  "another 
attempt  at  independence  of  the  missions  in 
church  government.  For  example,  the  Church 
of  Christ  of  Japan  composed  of  the  organiza- 
tions brought  into  being  under  Presbyterian  help 
and  guidance,  is  now  in  danger  of  dissension,  if 
not  division,  over  the  generous  Confession  of 
Faith  which  not  long  ago  was  agreed  upon  as 
its  standard.  That  Confession  is  a  trinitarian 
symbol  reduced  almost  to  the  simplicity  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed.  On  the  19th  of  last  month  at 
Nihonbashi  Church,  Tokyo,  thirty-four  repre- 
sentative members  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
among  whom  were  such  leaders  as  Messrs. 
Oshikawa,  Uemura,  Hashino,  Iwamoto,  Ibuka, 
and  Santo,  had  a  meeting  at  which  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  that  they  would  faithfully  de- 
fend and  maintain  the  present  Confession  under 
which  the  Church  is  organized  and  operated. 
The  creed,  say  they,  is  historical  and  orthodox. 
This  creed,  however,  some  have  determined  to 
revise  in  the  interests  of  greater  exactness  and 
rigidity.  The  opportunity  for  this  seems  to  be 
found  in  the  general  conservative  reaction  that 
has  been  taking  place.  But  the  proposed  re- 
vision must  be  resisted.  At  the  same  meeting 
the.  relation  between  the  foreign  missions  and 
the  Church  of  Christ  also  came  under  discus- 
sion. The  speakers  acknowledged  that  this  re- 
lation has  become  one  of  great  embarrassment 
and  discomfort.  There  are  many  misunder- 
standings abroad  about  it,  and  many  perplexing 
questions  have  arisen  which  demand  settle- 
ment. The  sentiment  of  the  meeting  was 
that,  of  course  the  ideal  state  of  the  Japanese 
Churches  is  one  of  independence  and  of  self- 
sustentation.  But,  as  the  Churches  in  their 
origin  and  history  have  had  most  intimate  and 
cordial  relations  with  the  foreign  missions,  they 
must  not  forget  their  obligation  to  nor  the  im- 
perative need  of  harmony  with  them  for  the 
future.  The  meeting  felt  that  there  is  a  positive 


412 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[April  7,  1894. 


duty  incumbent  upon  all  the  Churches  to  find 
some  way  out  of  this  unpleasant  state  of  affairs. 
A  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Uemura, 
Ibuka,  Ishihara,  Kumano,  and  Yamamata,  was 
appointed  to  take  this  question  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  devise  some  plan  of  improvement. 
In  opposition  to  the  action  of  the  Nihonbashi 
Church  meeting,  a  reactionary  association,  or- 
ganized for  the  purpose  of  "  investigating  the 
Creed  [of  the  Church  of  Christ,"  has  been 
formed.    It  held  its  first  meeting  on  March  3rd 
at  the  Yurakucho  Church,  that  of  Rev.  Naomi 
Tamura,  well  known  "as  the  author  of  "The 
Japanese  Bride."    The  declaration  set  forth  at 
that  meeting  runs  substantially  as  follows : — 
The  cieed  of  our  Church,  in  view  of  the  present 
tendency  of  religion  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
future  of  the  Church  needs  some  revision,  so  as 
to  secure  the  highest  welfare  of  religion.  This 
a  great  question  in  which  all  true  Christians 
should  take   an  earnest  interest  and  try  to 
answer.     We  are  not  attempting  to  establish 
a  new  party  or  to  bring  about  a  schism.  Any 
one  is  welcome  among  us.     But  we  wish  it 
to  be  understood  that  our  association  differs 
from   the    meeting   of   those   persons  which 
was  held  the  preceding  month  in  the  Nihon- 
bashi Church.    Our  sole  aim  is  the  consoli- 
dation and  the  development  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.    The  declaration  was  put  forth  by  the 
President  of  the  Association,  Wada  Shuho,  and 
the  Secretary,  Sakurai  Shotaku.    The  dangers 
confronting  the  Church  of  Christ  from  the 
differing  actions  of  these  two  meetings  are  held 
by  the  denominational  organ  to  be  serious, 
view  of  the  fact  that  on  the  3rd  of  April  the 
presbytery  of  Tokyo  is  to  hold  its  sessions,  and 
soon  thereafter  there  is  to  be  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  denomination. 


The  Ninth  General  Convention  of  the  Kumiai 
(Congregational)  Churches  will  take  place  at 
Kobe,  beginning  on  the  third  of  April  and  con- 
tinuing until  the  seventh  of  the  month.  Pro- 
minent  and    representative   leaders  of  these 
Churches,  such  as  Messrs.  Miyagawa,  Ebina, 
Yokoi,  Osada,  Yuasa,  Homura,  Murai,  and 
Mashino,  are  expected  to  be  present  and  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations.     Ten  special  topics 
for  discussion  have  been  proposed.     By  Mr. 
Osada  it  is  suggested  that  Mr.  Moody  be  in- 
vited to  visit  Japan  to  aid  in  a  great  evan- 
gelizing movement  to  take  place  throughout 
the  empire.    Mr.  Homura  is  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion that  all  Kumiai  Churches  shall  be  given  the 
right  to  discuss  and  to  take  part  in  deciding  upon 
all  official  affairs,  in  general  conventions  of  the 
the  churches.    Mr.  Homura  also  proposes  that 
there  shall  be  some  plan  adopted  for  a  better 
and  more  effective  cooperation  with  mission- 
aries from  abroad.  The  same  gentleman  brings 
the  difficult  creed  question   to  the  front  in 
a   resolution   looking  towards  a  more  exact 
and  defined  confession  of  faith.    Mr.  Ebina 
requests,  if  we  understand  his  words,  that  the 
execution  of  the  decisions  of  the  present  Con- 
vention be  postponed  until  the  next  Conven- 
tion shall  have  time  to  consider  them.  From 
Mr.  Miyake   come  the   two  very  important 
propositions,  first  that   the   Kumiai  Church 
Mission  shall  be  made  a  purely-  independent 
institution,  wholly  free  from  financial  aid  from 
abroad,  and,  second,  that  a  concerted  move- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  gaining  recognition 
from  the  Government  for   Christianity  shall 
be   made.     Mr.  Ebina  desires   that  the  aid 
needed  for  Church  extension  shall  be  passed 
over  to  the  evangelists  of  the  Mission,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  work  more  effectively.  The 
Kumiai  Mission  sends  in  its  estimates  of  ex 
penses  to  be  incurred  and  requests  appropri- 
ation of  the  money  needed.    The  Mission  asks 
the  Churches  to  feel  themselves  responsible 
for  its  acts  in  regard  to  the  funds  necessary 
And  finally,  Mr.  Yuasa  Jiro  de 
decision  as    to  their   relation  to 
devoted  to  their  use  by  the  Ame- 
Concerning  the  Convention  be 
these  important  matters  are  to  be 


tell.  We  do  not  fear  controversy  if  that  be 
inevitable.  But  it  is  our  wisli  and  hope  that 
this  ninth  Conference  shall,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  one  of  peace.  A  number  of  persons  pro- 
minent in  our  affairs  and  intimately  connected 
with  our  body  are  absent  now.  Moreover,  the 
opinions  of  our  Churches  on  the  present  great 
problems  of  theological  definition  and  of  church 
independence  are  as  yet  immature  and  uncer- 
tain. We  hope  that  brotherly  affection  and 
peace  will  prevail.  The  introduction  of  new 
and  disturbing  questions  is  to  be  avoided.  But 
in  whatever  may  come,  however  earnest  and 
serious  the  tone  of  the  discussions  may  grow, 
we  hope  that  none  of  us  will  ever  forget  to 
maintain  our  character  as  children  of  God. 
The  conduct  of  political  partisans  must  never 
appear  among  citizens  of  the  religious  world. 
* 

Among  special  articles  published  in  the  Chris- 
tian press,  the  one  of  most  noticeable  import- 
ance appears  in  the  Kirisutokyo  Shimbun  under 
the  heading,  "  On  reading  an  article  on  Church 
Independence  by  a  Missionary  of  A.B.C.F.M." 
The  writer  begins  by  saying  that  he  must  correct 
a  great  mistake  into  which  the  foreign  author 
of  the  article  has  fallen.  He  labours  under  the 
impression  that  the  leaders  of  the  movement  for 
Church  Independence  are  aiming  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  uses 
of  the  mission,  and  at  the  same  time  to  ignore 
the  services  of  the  missionaries  through  whom 
the  aid  comes.  This,  however,  is  a  total  misin 
terpretation  of  the  motives  of  the  would-be 
independents.  So  far  as  this  writer  understands 
them,  the  agitators  for  Church  Independence 
have  no  wish  whatever  to  monopolize  this 
money.  Their  great  aim  is  to  abolish  the  pre- 
sent distinction  of  "Japanese"  and  "Foreign" 
among  the  Church  workers.  At  present  the 
foreigners  bear  to  us  very  much  the  relation  of 
guardians.  The  leaders  of  the  movement  for 
independence  wish  to  do  away  with  this  attitude 
on  the  part  of  the  missionaries.  The  foreigners 
should  unite  their  work  with  that  of  the  Japan 
ese  :  they  should  become  associated  with  the 
churches  as  pastors,  or  as  Church  members. 
For  example,  they  might  be  elected  as  members 
of  the  directorate  of  the  Japanese  Mission,  or 
as  holders  of  other  offices  in  the  organization. 
In  a  word,  the  distinction  now  made  between 
Japanese  and  foreigners  should  be  altogether 
destroyed.  In  any  event,  however,  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Churches  must  be  secured 
and  maintained.  Unfortunately  we  are  weak 
We  know  loo  well  our  poverty.  We  can  not  help 
recognizing  our  inability  to  meet  the  duties  laid 
upon  us  in  view  of  the  needed  evangelization  of 
the  country.  It  will  be  a  great  and  fortunate  result 
for  both  Japan  and  the  foreign  missionaries  there- 
fore, if  the  money  and  men  which  are  given  to 
Japan  can  be  so  used  as  to  develop,  and  more  and 
more  mature,  the  independence  of  the  Japanese 
Churches.  It  would  be  just  as  it  should  be, 
think,  should  the  missionaries  enter  the 


for  its  work, 
sires  some 
the  moneys 
rican  Board, 
fore  which 


brought,  the  organ  of  the  Churches,  Kirisutokyo 
Shimbun,  says  :— Shall  this  year's  Convocation 
be  one  of  peace  or  of  controversy?    We  cannot 


membership  of  the  Churches,  respect  their 
general  judgment  and  cooperate  with  them  in 
their  methods,  that  is  if  the  missionaries 
trust  the  Churches.  This  being  our  opinion, 
surely  it  can  not  be  said  that  thereby  we  are 
seeking  the  money  and  rejecting  the  men. 
On  the  contrary,  in  aiming  at  this  end  we 
are  really  giving  true  confidence  to  the  men, 
and  so  using  the  meney  as  best  to  ac- 
complish the  purposes  for  which  both  men 
and  money  are  here.  But,  still  further  it  must 
be  said,  that  in  recent  years  general  opinion  in 
this  country  has  made  most  noteworthy  pro- 
gress. Many  of  our  evangelists  have  failed  to 
move  on  along  with  the  advance,  and  con- 
sequently have  become  useless  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Churches.  There  are  by  no  means 
rare  cases  of  this  kind  among  us.  Especially, 
therefore,  must  this  be  the  fact  with  ministers 
who  are  foreign  to  us  and  to  our  ways  of 
thought  and  life.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
then,  that  in  recent  times  the  success  of  the 
woik  of  the  foreigners  among  us  is  poor  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  years  ago.  We  are 
sorry  for  their  sukes  to  see  this  unfortunate 
state  of  aff.iirs.  There  is  one  remedy  for  it,  how- 
ever.   If  they  should  seek  a  more  and  more 


intimate  intercourse  with  our  own  people,  and 
should  share  directly  with  them  in  the  work 
of  evangelization,  they  might  be  influenced 
by  the  general  progress  of  our  people.  But, 
we  see,  to  our  misfortune,  that  the  missionaries 
here  are  apparently  becoming  increasingly  con- 
servative.    Besides,  their  direct  work  seems 
to  be  only  that  of  the  care  and  distribution  of 
money.    What  a  lamentable  state  of  affairs  ! 
The  author  of  the  American   Board  article, 
moreover,  insists  that  a  transfer  of  the  money 
from  abroad  into  Japanese  hands,  will  lessen 
the  spirit  of  independence  and  injure  the  at- 
tempts making  towards  self-maintainance.  If 
this  be  true,  then  we  must  acknowledge  that 
the  use  of  foreign  money  in  any  form  is  alto- 
gether poisonous.     Far  belter  that  we  should 
not  receive  it  at  all.    Some  will  perhaps  sug- 
gest, that  the  bad  effects  of  our  acceptance  of 
foreign  money  may  be  avoided  by  making  pro 
ra/a  appropriations  to  our  Churches,  regulating 
the  amounts  in  accordance  with  their  own  de- 
grees of  contribution.    This  may  be  the  fact. 
But  why  do  our  "guardians"   continue  so 
long  to  regard  our  Churches  as  so  childish? 
How   long   do  the  missionaries   wish  to  be 
in  charge  of  us?     In  the  necessities  accom- 
panying our  work  of  evangelization,  we  need 
certain  amounts  of  money.    Why  do  the  mis- 
sionaries try  to  limit  and  direct  these  amounts? 
As  for  us,  we  have  to  say  that,  we  too  fear  that 
the  reception  of  foreign  money  may  be  some- 
what of  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  developing  a 
spirit  of  independence  in  the  Churches.  But 
what  shall  we  say  of  our  independence  of  soul  ? 
Acceptance  of  the  theology  and  creed  of  the 
foreigners  may  also  have  injured  the  right  de- 
velopment of  our  Churches.    Yet  if  we  should 
ignore  the  foreigners  for  these  reasons  we  should 
be  very  poor  indeed.    Our  problem  must  be 
solved  through  some  better  way  than  this. 
* 

*  * 

As  signs  of  the  present  tendency  of  Christian 
thought   in    this   country  the  following  brief 
references  may  be  taken  as  good  indications. 
"Why  do  we  fail  in  Living  Power?"  asks  a 
Kirisutokyo  Shimbun  writer.    It  is  because  we 
in  ourselves  do  not  have  vitalizing  force.  Why 
are  we  deprived  of  such  power?    Because  we 
have  no  self-born  convictions;  because  we  do 
not  rise  above  common  theological  controversy. 
Belief  does  not  depend  upon  the  size  of  a  creed 
but  upon  its  truth.    It  need  not  be  logical;  far 
rather  intuitive.    We  must  rise  above  contro- 
versy and  understand  truth  by  communion  with 
God  ;  understand  the  way  of  man,  by  com- 
munion with  Christ  and  with  humanity.  Our 
thought  need  not  be  coincident  with  either  the 
Old  or  the  New  Theology  of  the  West.  Our 
vocation  is  to  find  a  position  for  ourselves,  self- 
sustained;    self-originating    the    needed  vital 
power.  "National  Conscience  the  Foundation  of 
a  Nation"  is  another  theme  treated  with  a  good 
deal  of  earnestness  in  the  same  journal.  The 
laws  of  the  universe,  says  the  writer,  do  not 
allow  opportunist  methods  either  for  individuals 
or  nations.     A  nation's  fate  is  determined  just 
as  that  of  an  individual.     As  an  individual 
needs  a  conscience,  so  does  a  nation.  The 
histories  of  Greece,  Rome,  India,  Egypt,  &c, 
prove  this.    The  Japanese  should  study  these 
records  of  the  past.     The  ir  own  fate  comes 
under  the  same  laws  as  those  which  decided 
the  careers  of  these  other  peoples.    The  end  of 
Christianity  is  to  develop  conscience  in  a  people 
and  to  increase  their  grandeur.    It  tends  to  fill 
the  land  with  true  men,  obedient  to  the  known 
laws  of  the  universe.     Christ  was  the  greatest 
of  all  the  world's  sages.    He  wept  over  the 
corruption  of  Jerusalem.     Ah  !  who  is  there 
now   who   like  him   weeps  over  the  corrup- 
tion of  Tokyo  ?    Feeling  such  as  this,  we  would 
call   a  conscience  for  the  nation.    The  na- 
tions which  have  it  will  prosper;  those  which 
have  it  not  will  perish.    May  it  rule  our  own 
empire.    In  the  Qokyo  it  is  held  that,  a  "Turn 
in  the  Religious  Tendency"  will  ere  long  take 
place.    Society  is  now  much  under  the  influence 
of  philosophy.     When  men   become  tired  of 
philosophy  they  turn  to  religion.    The  Greeks 
sought  knowledge,  but  were  disappointed  and 
went  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth.    Let,  then,  philo- 
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BOphy  grow  to  the  full.    Let  man  go  to  the  tur- 
thest  limits  of  the  human  reason.  Baffled  at  last, 
in  humility  he  will  turn  to  God.    Mr.  Mashmo, 
in  his  reviews  in  the  Kirisulokyo  Slumbun, 
says  that  the  great  need  and  want  among  Chris- 
tian leaders  in  Japan  is  of  mighty  believers. 
There  are  eminent  theologians,  effective  preach- 
ers, many  such  in  the  country,  but  no  great 
believers.    We  long  for  the  appearance  of  such 
a  believer  in  the  Tokyo  forum.    Unless  such  a 
man  comes  and  takes  leadership  for  us,  it  is  in 
vain  that  we  look  for  the  advance  of  spiritual 
life  in  this  land.  Mr.Tsunajima, in  ihe  Shukyo, 
commenting  upon  the  present  sceptical  ten- 
dency   of   the    young   Christians  of  Japan, 
thinks  the  mood  fortunate  for  the  people.  Be- 
lief is  primary  in  mental  evolution.    On  that 
follows  doubt  leading  to  criticism.    The  young 
Christians  of  Japan  have  now  outgrown  then- 
infant  age  of  mere  belief  and  have  entered  upon 
the  second  stage,  that  of  questioning.    This  was 
inevitable.    Without  doubt,  there  could  be  no 
progress.    It  lies  at  the  beginning  of  human 
development.     Of  course,  not  doubt  for  the 
sake  of  doubting,  but  for  the  sake  of  reaching 
at  last  faith  and  truth.    Our  young  Christians 
are  struggling  with  the  hosts  of  scepticism,  in 
order  that  at  last  they  may  have  peace.    Is  not 
this  a  fact  over  which  all  should  rejoice  ?  Sure 
ly     Yet,  see  how  they  are  dealt  with  by  their 
leaders  and  teachers.    They  have  lost  the  old, 
warm  friendships.    They  are  denounced  for 
their  absence  from  ordinary  religious  services. 
They  receive  no  help  in  their  struggle  with  the 
sceptical  hosts  by  which  they  have  been  beset. 
Mr    Mashino   comments   upon   this  article, 
declaring  it  pathetic  that  the  young  Christian 
men  of  Japan  are  thus  left  to  struggle  with  these 
great  questions  unaided.    He  fears  that  they 
will  not  continue  to   look  for  withheld  help 
long.    Is  there  no  one  who  is  called  of  heaven, 
to  deliver  them?    Let  the  friend,  the  master  of 
young  men,  appear.    In  the  Jiyu  Kirisulokyo 
are  some  timely  articles.    For  example,  "The 
Three  Currents  of  Anti-Christian  Thought  in 
Japan  "  that  of  National  Conservatism,  which 
tends  to  make  men  forget  their  responsibilities 
to  mankind,   that   of   pessimistic  withdrawal 
from  social  duties,  and  last,  that  of  an  indif- 
ferentism  to  all  forms  of  religion,  ethics,  or 
social  earnestness,  most  pitiful  of  all  moods,— 
the  article   on  these  topics  gives  instructive 
reading.    Shinri,   as  usual,  makes  generous 
contributions  to  Japanese  thought  in  several 
historical  and  critical  essays. 


The  newly  awakened  zeal  for  missionary  ac 
tivity  among  the  Buddhists  does  not  yet  seem  to 
flag     In  the  Bukkyo  three  methods  of  evange- 
lization are  proposed,  apparently  small,  yet 
important.     A  thoroughly  good  vocabulary  of 
Buddhist  terms,  is  considered  to  be  a  great 
need   a  book  that  will  instruct  the  common 
mind     Prize  essays  ate  called  for,  for  use  in 
evangelization.    Every  sect  should  publish  them 
They  are  as  important  as  preaching.  Also 
the  newspapers  of  Buddhist  sympathies  should 
be  thoroughly  popularized.    What  is  needed  is 
a  common  newspaper,  pure  in  its  tone,  interest- 
ing and  Buddhistic.  The  Bukkyo  deals  also  with 
the' question  of  "Personality  in  Controversy." 
It  is  a  good  weapon,  but  must  not  be  abused. 
If  one  deserves  such  attack  he  should  receive 
it  just  as  his  opinions,  if  they  differ  from  ours, 
should  be  assailed.  Personal  attack  is  necessary 
when  one  violates  the  position  he  occupies  Not 
wanton  assault,  of  course.  Not  such  assaults  as 
are  made  in  the  new  magazine,  the  Enrao.  Nor 
such  slander  as  that  which  recently  appeared  in 
"The  Religious  World,"  the  Shukyokat,  about  the 
persons  of  two  eminent  Christians,  Uemura  and 
Kashinagi.    This  magazine  declares  it  to  be  its 
purpose  to  goon  with  its  attacks  upon  Christians 
Bukkyo  suspects  that  the  Shukyokat  has  re 
solved  to  abuse  a  good  weapon.  We  see  that  the 
Hawaiian  Mission  is  active.    Several  evangelists 
are  going,  or  have  gone,  to  Honolulu. 


two  races  do  not  differ  as  inferior  and  supeiior, 
but  in  their  opposing  tendencies  and  develop- 
ments of  thought.    Western  thought  has  deve- 
loped objectively.    The  thought  of  the  East 
has  had  subjective  growth.    Out  of  these  facts 
have  come  the  great  difference  of   the  two 
civilizations.    The  aim  of  the  White  Races  lias 
been  to  make  the  external  world  their  own. 
Their  whole  character  has  developed  towards 
this  goal.    As  the  result  of  this  they  have, 
earlier  than  we,  matured  the  idea  of  law  ;  they 
have  emphasized  the  production  of  wealth  ;  they 
have  progressed  in  physical  science  ;  they  show 
in  high  degree  the  egoistic,  individualizing 
principle.     Their  wants  being  limitless,  they 
often  come  into  conflict  with  other  races  and 
subdue  them.    Remember  the  Black  Race  of 
Africa,  the  Red  Race  of  America.    The  White 
Race  has  despoiled  both  these  races  of  their 
lands,  and  both  are  rapidly  approaching  ruin. 
More  than  this,  the  Oriental  nations  are  being 
conquered  by  the  White  Race.    In  the  struggle 
for  existence  the  White  Race  is  a  mighty  con- 
queror.   This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  it, 
egoism  leads  it  to  the  conquest  of  the  objective 
world.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  this  very  fact  is 
the  source  of  weakness  to  the  White  People. 
See  the  calamities  among  Occidental  nations 
arising  from  the  oppression  and  envy  of  rich 
and  poor,  from  competition  among  trades  and 
industries,  the  threatenings  of  labourers,  the  bad 
blood  between  governors  and  governed.  Ex- 
treme individualism  is  gaining  control  of  Western 
society.    The  evil  which  will  probably  lead  the 
West  to  ruin  lies  within  its  body  social.    If  there 
is  a  remedy  for  this,  it  lies  in  a  religion  which 
suppresses  material  desire  and  struggle  over 
material  aims,  and  brings  in  peace.    What  has 
Christianity  done  to  meet  this  trouble  ?  Chris- 
tianity cannot  suppress  the  egoism  of  the  White 
Race  and  give  peace,  for  the  reason  that  Chris- 
tianity is  weak  just  as  Western  Civilization  itself 
is  weak.    A  subjective  religion  only,  can  help 
the  objective  people  of  the  West.  Christianity 
in  its  doctrinal  essence  is  objective.    Its  God 
is  objective  ;  it  regards  man  as  the  centre  of  the 
universe,  and  looks  upon  the  universe  as  existing 
for  the  sake  of  man  ;  it  so  sharply  distinguishes 
between  Christian  and  non-Christian  that  only 
the  passions  of  love  and  hate  in  it  are  strong. 
In  brief,  Christianity  is  powerless  to  aid  in  man's 
subjective  development.  To  try  to  save  the  White 
Race  with  Christianity,  is  like  trying  to  destroy 
fire  with  fire  or  water  with  water.    Only  Bud- 
dhism can  save  the  White  Race.    It  is  most 
powerful  in  developing  the  life  within.    It  aims 
to  open  a  vast  world  in  the  mind,  to  fill  it  with 
truth,  happiness,  peace,  light.    Buddhism  tends 
to  lead  us  not  to  gain  possession  of  the  external, 
but  of  the  internal,  world.   As  the  inner  world  is 
non-material,  formless,  limitless,  possession  in  it 
can  not  cause  conflict  with  others.     This  is  the 
source  of  the  character  of  the  peoples  of  the  East ; 
rich  in  moral  emotion,  poor  in  the  perceptions 
of  law;  intellectually  strong,  but  weak  in  phy- 
sical progress;  powerful  in  suppressing  passion, 
but  weak  in  the  struggle  for  existence.  If 
Europe  could  receive  Buddhism,  its  evils  would 
be  healed,  spiritual  as  well  as  physical  progress 
would  be  gained,  and  the  perfect  civilization 
realized. 


senlial  to  the  independence  of  religionists.  Of 
all  the  religionists  of  the  world,  says  the  writer, 
none  are  more  unbelieving  and  immoral  than 
the  priests  of  Buddha  in  Japan.  Mr.  Toki 
speaks  of  the  high  places  in  both  State  and 
Church  of  many  religious  leaders  in  Europe, 
and  of  the  reverence  shown  them  by  society  at 
large,  exceeding  that  given  to  merchants,  states- 
men, and  scholars.  But  in  Japan,  Buddhism  is 
respected  only  as  a  philosophy  ;  its  priests  lack 
both  faith  and  morality;  they  are  coolly  treated 
by  society.  European  priests  are  patient,  pious, 
kind.  The  temples  of  the  West  are  pure;  they 
inspire  reverence  from  the  moment  of  entrance 
within  them.  "Return  O!  Buddhists,  to  your 
faith  and  conscience  I  " 


THE  FESTIVAL  OF  EYO,  AT  THE 
TEMPLE  OF  KWANNON,  IN 
SAIDAIJI,  BIZEN. 


* 


Mr  Yabuchi  Hanryo,  in  the  Kokkyo,  gives  a 
striking  presentations  of  the  theme,  "The  Con- 
flict between  the  Yellow  and  the  White  Races, 
andbetween  Buddhism  and  Christianity.  These 


* 

*  * 


"Is  Religion  non-National  or  National?" 
asks  the  Dento.  Its  basis  is  love,  its  object  is 
Humanity.  It  is  non-national  considered  in  its 
essence.  But,  as  it  exists  among  peoples  and 
nations,  it  necessarily,  in  manifestation  and  use, 
takes  on  a  national  character.  Now  there  is 
Shinto  (if  it  is  a  religion),  which  is  both  national 
in  essence  and  use.  Christianity  at  present  in 
Japan,  is  altogether  non-national  in  its  use.  It 
can  never  exist  permanently  in  this  country, 
until  it  becomes  national  in  its  use.  It  may 
become  this.  Buddhism^however,  being  non- 
national  in  essence,  and  having  become  wholly 
national  in  its  practice,  is  now  and  should 
remain  the  religion  of  Japan. 


* 

*  * 


We  close  this  summary  with  an  all  too  brief 
reference  to  an  article  in  the  Dogaku,  by  Toki 
Horyo,  sent  from  France,  on  "  JapaneseBuddhist 
Priests  and  the  Faith."   Faith  and  virtue  are  es- 


About  seven  miles  east  of  Okayama,  Bizen,  is 
situated  the  little  town  of  Saidaiji,  having  or- 
dinarily a  population  of  about  two  thousand, 
which  at  one  season  of  the  year  is  swollen  until  it 
reaches  about  fifty  thousand. 

The  cause  of  this  extraordinary  increase  of 
population,  a  thing  of  a  night,  is  the  yearly  fes- 
tival of  the  temple  Kinryozan  Kwannon.  This 
festival  is  dalled  Eyo,  e  being  the  character  for 
Atsumaru  or  Kwai,  and  yo  the  same  character 
as  in  Sanyodo  and  equivalent  to  Yoki,  the  word 
thus  meaning  the  assembling  of  bustle  and  glad- 
ness which  takes  place  in  the  spring.  The  festival 
is  therefore  celebrated  during  Shogatsu,  the  first 
month  both  of  the  year  and  of  Spring  according 
to  the  old  calendar.  The  Eyo  is  unique  among 
festivals.  It  is  said  that  there  is  nothing  like  it 
anywhere  else  in  all  Japan.  People  come  to  at- 
tend it  from  as  far  as  Tokyo,  in  one  direction,  and 
Kyushu  in  the  other,  and  all  the  region  between. 

The  Sanyo  Railway  furnishes  extra  service 
to  accommodate  the  great  crowds  attracted 
hither.  Twenty  or  more  steamers  bring  other 
crowds  to  Samban,  the  seaport  of  Okayama,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Asahi  river,  five  miles  below 
the  city.  The  streets  of  Okayama  are  filled 
with  the  surging  river  of  humanity  which  pours 
lluough  the  city  and  out  into  the  country  east- 
ward. The  seven  miles  of  road  between  Okayama 
and  Saidaiji  is  one  continuous  stream  of  pilgrims 
gorgeous  with  red  blankets.  The  crowds  are 
made  up  for  the  most  part  of  men,  though  numbers 
of  women  are  also  to  be  seen. 

The  history  of  the  oiigin  of  this  festival  and  the 
rites  connected  with  it  is  somewhat  as  follows:— 
Early  in  the  history  of  the  temple  the  custom  was 
established  of  having  prayer-meetings  of  its  be- 
lievers, continuing  from  the  first  to  the  thirteenth  of 
Shogatsu.  The  object  of  these  meetings  was  to  offer 
supplications  for  all  Japan  and  for  good  harvests 
during  the  coming  year,  and  that  the  hearts  of  the 
hotoke  or  "  depaited  "  might  be  made  perfect. 

In  the  seventh  year  of  Eisho,  about  1510  A.D., 
when  Chua  Shonen  was  the  rector  of  the  temple, 
the  custom  was  begun  of  making  a  small  gift  from 
the  temple  to  a  few  of  its  adherents.  This  gift  was 
made  upon  the  fourteenth,  the  last  day  of  the 
prayer-meetings.  Year  by  year  the  number  of 
those  to  whom  it  was  desirable  to  make  such  a  gift 
increased,  until  at  length  the  temple  authorities, 
feeling  that  they  could  not  give  to  all,  brought  in 
the  use  of  the  lot  to  decide  who  should  receive  the 
gifts  But  still  the  numbers  grew  and  finally  be- 
came so  large  that  the  use  of  the  lot  became  im- 
practicable and  it  was  abandoned. 

In  place  of  the  lot  there  was  now  a  contest  on 
the  part  of  all  to  see  who  could  obtain  the  prize, 
all  having  an  equal  chance  to  do  so.  In  such  a 
struggle  as  this  the  Japanese  dress  was  naturally 
found  to  be  a  great  obstacle  to  the  perfect  freedom 
of  action  necessary  to  ensure  any  hope  of  success, 
hence  it  was  discarded,  the  loin  cloth  alone  being 
retained.  Thus  what  at  first  was  a  very  simple 
and  quiet  affair  has  now  become  a  great  athletic 
contest,  for  which  the  contestants  train  and  to 
which  t4iey  come  in  great  numbers  from  long  dis- 
tances and  from  many  provinces. 

Many  hokku  (a  verse  consisting  of  seventeen 
syllables)  have  been  written  on  special  features  ot 
the  celebration.  Two  of  these  which  refer  to  the 
last  points  mentioned,  are  as  follows  :—  >f 

"Shogatsu  no  mochi  ya  eyo  no  Chikara  Kobu. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  put  it  as  well  ...  English.  In 
fact  it  is  impossible,  but  the  thought  may  be  ex- 
pressed  in  the  following  words,  "  By  eating  r.ce- 
bread  at  Shogatsu  one  gains  strength  and  at  the 
time  of  the  Eyo  has  become  muscular.  1  he  oilier 
hokku  is  this.  ,  .  ,, 

" Eiyo-ya  Ktmi  no  tinman  wo  atsumeken; 
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"At  the  festival  of  Eyo  are  brought  together  tlie 
dialects  of  very  many  diffeient  provinces." 

Tlie  rites  connected  with  this  festival  are  as 
follows  : — They  begin  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  tlie 
last  month  of  the  year  (all  reckoning  is  according 
to  the  old  calendai)  with  the  burnishing  of  the 
temple  vessels  and  furnishings.  On  the  t'.venty- 
sevenlh  of  the  month,  at  midnight,  the  rector  of  tlie 
temple  goes  alone  to  Hirodani-yama,  about  one  ri 
from  Saidaiji,  to  a  temple  named  Itokuin. 

In  its  enclosure  he  cuts  a  Shiin-boku  a  "  sacied 
tree "  in  which  the  Kami  are  thought  to  take 
especial  delight  ;  with  this  tree  he  returns  to  the 
temple  in  Saidaiji. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  priest,  in  the  presence 
of  witnesses,  employs  carpenters  to  make  the 
Shingi,  "sacred  wood,"  from  a  tree  which  he 
cut  the  preceding  night.  Two  pieces  are  made, 
each  about  seven  inches  in  length  and  one  inch  in 
diameter.  The  wood  is  white  and  is  said  to  be 
willow.  Certain  characters  are  written  on  these 
sticks,  and  they  are  made  to  correspond  with  each 
other  by  a  certain  cut,  so  that  theie  can  he  on 
mistake  about  their  being  the  consecrated  sticks. 

The  next  step  in  the  rites  is  the  preparation  of 
a  great  quantity  of  sacred  paper.  This  paper 
is  somewhat  longer  than  the  Shingi  and  ten  01 
twelve  inches  the  other  way. 

Upon  it  are  written,  in  thr  ee  rows,  the  following 
characters  :—Ushidama  Saidaiji  hoin.  The  first 
two  characters  have  no  meaning  in  their  present 
form  and  probably  came  by  a  slip  in  writing  from 
a  horizontal  division  of  the  character  shirushi 
which  is  equivalent  to  Oshide,  meaning  a  seal,  or 
stamp.  The  last  two  characters  are  equivalent  to 
takara  and  shirushi  respectively.  'I  he  meaning 
of  the  characters  then  being  the  seal  or  token 
of  the  neallh  or  blessing  of  the  temple  Saidaiju. 
When  the  custom  was  begun  of  making  such  a 
gift,  it  is  supposed  that  it  consisted  of  a  sheet  of 
this  sacred  paper  which  was  called  go,  the  cha- 
racters which  formed  the  middle  step  in  the  change 
from  shirushi  to  ushidama  spoken  of  above. 

On  the  second  of  Sliogatsu  the  two  shingi  ai  e 
placed  side  by  side  and  wrapped  up  in  twelve 
thicknesses  of  this  paper.  The  package,  thus  tied 
Up,  is  about  eight  inches  long,  four  inches  wide, 
and  two  inches  thick.  Besides  the  shingi  a 
hundred  thousand  or  so  of  pieces  of  wood  six 
inches  in  length  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter  are 
made.  One  fold  of  the  sacied  paper  is  wrapped 
about  one  end  of  each  stick,  thus  forming  what 
aie  called  Kushigo,  Kushi  being  the  word  for 
an  ordinary  skewer,  the  compound  word  then 
meaning,  the  go,  sacred  paper,  fastened  upon  a 
skewer.  A  charm  is  supposed  to  reside  in  the 
Kushigo,  in  virtue  of  which  pests  will  be  kept  away 
from  the  fields  in  which  it  is  set  up. 

Upon  the  eleventh  of  the  month,  four  strong 
posts  are  erected  in  the  temple  grounds  about 
twenty  feet  apart,  forming  a  square  and  connected 
with  each  other  by  a  tope.  The  posts  stand  seven 
or  eight  feet  above  the  ground  and  the  rope  is  put 
through  them  about  two  feet  from  the  top,  Dm  ing 
the  next  three  days  this  place  forms  the  training 
ground  for  those  who  intend  to  enter  the  gi  eat 
contest.  They  meet  here  dressed  in  the  clothing 
nature  gave  them,  with  the  addition  of  a  loin  cloth, 
and  engage  in  feats  of  sliength  and  contests  with 
each  other  to  develop  their  muscles  and  prepare 
their  bodies  lo  stand  the  coming  struggle.  At 
times  they  form  two  companies  and  contend  for 
the  sole  possession  of  the  enclosed  square.  In 
this  way  they  try  to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
similar,  but  much  more  severe  struggle  for  the 
coveted  shingi. 

Tl  ie  night  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month 
has  at  length  arrived.  This  is  the  time  when  the 
great  event  is  to  take  place.  Towards  this  all  the 
previous  pi  epai  at  ions  and  training  have  eon  verged 
and  with  this  night  is  reached  the  climax  of  the 
festival.  Saidaiji  is  filled  to  overflowing  with  the 
crowds  which  have  been  pouring  in  all  day  long, 
and  still  they  do  not  cease  coming  from  all  direc- 
tions, by  boat,  by  jinrikislia,  and  on  foot. 

At  ten  o'clock  two  men  start  out  from  the 
temple  carrying  a  drum,  which  they  beat  about  the 
streets  as  a  warning  of  the  approaching  event. 
The  available  places  for  sightseers  begin  to  fill 
up  and  in  a  shoit  lime  are  completely  occupied. 
Companies  of  contestants,  varying  in  number 
from  twenty-five  to  as  many  as  one  hundred  in  a 
group,  come  running  from  the  houses  in  the  city 
where  they  have  left  their  clothing,  into  the 
temple  grounds,  shouting  Wesa  wesa,  waving  their 
arms  above  their  heads,  pushing  and  pulling  each 
other.  The  noise  which  they  make  is  like  the 
roar  of  an  ocean  beating  against  the  shore,  con- 
stant and  deafening.  It  can  be  heard  a  very  long 
distance  away.  There  is  one  place  over  upon  the 
island  of  Shikoku,  even,  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
distant,  in  ihe  province  of  Sanuki,  where  thesound 
can  be  heard.  Some  poet  has  clothed  this  fact  in 
the  following  hokku  :—"  Sanuki  nada,  Kosu  ya  eyo 


no  Koe  no  haba  :  "  "  To  what  distance  does  the 
voice  of  the  Eyo  not  reach,  it  can  be  heard  even 
across  the  sea  in  Sanuki." 

The  contestants  tun  through  the  yatd  and  out 
through  another  gate  which  leads  down  to  the 
river,  into  which  they  plunge.  The  object  of 
this  bath  in  the  river  is  purification.  Without  it 
they  are  considered  unclean  and  cannot  go  up 
into  the  temple.  One  reason  for  their  going  into 
the  river  which  the  writer  heard  given  was  the  fact 
that  the  temple  bell  was  originally  taken  from  the 
watei,  as  stated  in  the  history.  As  a  result  of  this 
continuous  procession  from  the  liverto  the  temple 
a  great  amount  of  sand  is  carried  up  and  collects 
upon  the  floor,  which  it  is  said  people  afterwards 
carry  off  by  the  handful  lo  thiow  on  their  fields 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  off  pests. 

From  ihe  time  of  the  first  bell  there  is  one  con- 
stant succession  of  groups  of  contestants,  pouiing 
into  the  yard,  through  it  down  to  the  river  and 
back  again  through  another  part  of  the  yard  and 
up  to  the  temple. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  same  men  go  about  a 
second  time  beating  the  drum,  which  results  in 
bringing  in  moie  companies  of  contestants.  The 
yard  is  now  completely  filled  with  a  struggling 
mass  of  humanity.  The  contestants,  whethei  up  in 
the  temple  or  down  in  the  yard  below,  run  about 
and  stiuggle  with  each  other  in  groups  to  keep 
warm  and  at  intervals  a  crowd  will  come  running 
and  tumbling  down  the  temple  steps,  pushed  off 
by  crowds  behind  them. 

Two  more  weary  (for  the  spectator  at  least) 
hours  pass  by  in  this  way  and  at  length  the  drum 
is  beaten  for  the  third  and  last  lime.  The  light 
in  the  temple  is  now  extinguished  and  from  a 
little  window  above  the  verandha  the  shingi  is 
thrown  down  into  the  crowd  and  at  the  same  time 
several  thousand  of  the  Kushigo.  The  crowd 
upon  the  the  temple  floor  pours  itself  down  into 
the  yard,  which  seemed  full  before,  but  is  now 
packed  with  a  surging  mass  of  humanity,  rolling 
hither  and  thither,  shouting  and  struggling  and 
striving  madly  together  to  gain  possession  of  the 
shingi.  The  appearance  of  the  giouuds  at  this 
time  has  been  described  in  the  following  verse: — 

"  Mi  wataseba,  atama  bakari  ya  eyo  no  ba:" 
"  If  we  look  at  the  place  where  ihe  Eyo  is  being 
held,  we  can  see  nothing  but  heads." 

The  moon  sheds  her  pure  silver  beams  down 
upon  this  scene  of  struggle  and  confusion,  which 
is  the  only  light  save  that  heie  and  there  may  be 
seen  a  red  paper  lantern  held  aloft  above  the  sea 
of  heads  and  carried  now  this  way  and  now  that, 
like  a  little  boat  on  the  ocean  waves,  as  the  crowd 
surges  about.  This  lantern  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
policeman,  of  whom  there  are  fifteen  or  twenty  in 
the  enclosure,  and  one  does  not  envy  them  their  po- 
sition in  Ihe  midsl  of  this  struggling  crowd  of  con 
testants  numbering  about  ten  thousand,  whose  only 
thought  is  to  get  the  shingi  at  any  cost.  The 
place  where  the  hotest  fight,  the  sti  uggle  for  the 
shingi  itself,  is  going  on  is  indicated  by  the  great 
volumes  of  vapour  which  go  up  the  sky  like  columns 
of  smoke  from  a  fiie. 

These  features  of  ihe  contest  have  been  expres- 
sed in  a  few  words  in  the  hokku. 

"  Oshimomite  ubu  wo  oyawasu,  shingi  kana," 
"  In  the  pushing  and  struggling  the  shingi  stands 
revealed." 

"  Fuki-kakeru,  Eyo  110  iki  ya,  yama  ivaraa," 
"The  breath  of  ihe  contestant  rises  like  a  mist, 
so  that  the  mountains  round  about  thinking  it  the 
spring  haze,  laugh. 

The  manor  group  of  men  that  lakes  the  shingi 
is  not  the  final  possessor  of  it.  Those  in  Saidaiji 
who  would  be  glad  to  have  it  hang  out  a  white 
lantern  in  front  of  their  door.  If  persons  who  aie 
not  residents  of  Saidaiji  desire  it,  they  hire  a 
house  and  do  the  same.  Within  the  house 
is  placed  a  medium  sized  masu  or  "wooden 
box,"  filled  with  sand,  in  which  the  shingi  is 
to  be  placed.  The  contestants  thus  know  where 
to  take  the  shingi  and  the  contest  is  not  finished 
until  it  lias  been  placed  in  one  of  these  boxes, 
after  which  it  cannot  be  taken  by  any  rival  con- 
testant. The  master  of  the  house  to  which  it 
is  brought  sends  men  to  the  temple  with  lanterns, 
upon  which  his  name  and  street  are  written,  to 
notify  the  priest  of  its  whereabouts.  The  priest, 
then  rides  in  a  Kago  to  the  house  lo  identify 
it.  When  he  finds  that  there  is  no  mistake  about 
it,  the  following  ceremony  is  performed.  The 
priest  removes  it  from  the  box  and  places  it  in  a 
fttkuro  or  "bag."  'He  then  prays  lo  it  and  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  family,  after  which  he  returns 
to  the  temple, 

The  name  of  the  man  who  secured  the  shingi 
and  thai  of  the  person  to  whose  house  he  carried 
it  ai  e  then  exhibited  on  lanterns  from  a  tower  in 
the  temple  yard  and  the  contest  is  ended.  The 
contestants  still  struggling  in  the  yard  as  well  as 
ihe  crowds  of  sightseers  melt  away  into  the  town, 
the  former  to  seek  their  hotels  and  multitudes 


of  the  latter  to  fill  the  roads  leading  away  from 
the  town  to  Okayama  and  elsewhere. 

The  following  hokku  gives  in  a  word  an  idea 
of  what  not  infrequently  happens  to  contestants 
who,  coming  from  other  places,  are  strangers  in 
Saidaiji,  not  familiar  with  its  streets. 

*'  Mayoi  yado,  tokoi  samuki  Eyo  Kana  " 
"  The  Eyo  is  a  time  vshen  is  heard  the  mournful  voice  of  the 
one  who,  having  forgotten  the  situation  of  his  hotel,  is 
wandering  around  in  the  cold  inquiring  for  it." 

This  is  not  the  end  of  the  festivities,  however, 
for  on  the  sixteenth,  ihe  houses  which  possess  the 
shingi  have  celebrations  for  rejoicing  at  their 
good  fortune.  These  vary  according  to  the  wealth 
of  the  house.  The  neighbours  are  assembled, 
foity  or  fifty  bags  of  rice,  five  or  six  casks  of  sake, 
five  or  six  0  kagami  large  round  cakes  of  rice- 
bread,  are  placed  upon  a  cart  and  dragged  lo  the 
temple  as  an  offeiing.  The  bags  of  rice  are  piled 
up  in  the  temple  yard  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid, 
the  0  kagami  placed  on  top  of  them  and  gohei, 
the  customary  "cut  paper,"  hung  about  all.  The 
two  recipients  of  ihe  shingi  strive  to  out  do  each 
other  in  the  size  of  the  presents  which  they  place 
in  the  temple  grounds. 

The  priest  invites  the  receivers  of  the  shingi 
and  the  one  who  took  it  into  the  matsu  no 
ma.  The  others  go  into  the  take  no  ma  and  time 
no  ma.  The  priest  then  gives  his  guests  wine 
and  after  some  refreshments  they  return  home, 
whether  they  live  in  Saidaiji  or  elsewheie,  a:id 
keep  up  a  feast  for  several  days  calling  in  all 
their  friends  and  neighbours.  The  owner  of  Ihe 
shingi  also  makes  a  present  to  ihe  one  who 
brought  it  to  his  house,  this  may  be  either  money, 
fifty  to  one  hundred  yen;  or  land,  an  acre  or 
more;  or  fine  clothing.  The  person  who  obtains 
the  shingi,  it  is  thus  seen,  does  so  at  no  incon- 
siderable expense.  The  writer  saw  one  of  these 
little  sticks  of  wood  which  its  possessor  said  his 
father,  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more  ago,  ex- 
pended about  five  hundred  yen  in  getting. 

Occasionally  an  old  shingi  finds  its  way  back 
to  the  temple,  and  enhanced  in  value  thereby,  is 
thrown  out  a  second  time,  as  was  this  case  ihe  pre- 
sent year. 

Tl  lose  of  the  contestants  who  were  successful  in 
competing  for  ihe  possession  of  the  shingi  also 
give  feasts  in  their  turn. 

These  festivities  are  thus  continued  up  to  the 
twentieth  of  the  month.  The  income  of  the  temple 
from  this  festival  reaches  a  large  figure,  especially 
when  three  shingi  are  thrown  out  and  the  re- 
ceivers of  each  makes  a  generous  present.  Those 
who  attend  the  festival  also  buy  the  kushigo, 
which  all  together  yield  about  lluee  hundred  yen, 
the  ofuda,  three  feet  long,  which  yield  four  or 
five  bundled  yen,  so  that  fifteen  hundred  yen  is  pro- 
bably not  too  large  an  estimate  of  the  temple  in- 
come from  all  sources.  The  festival  is  a  sotnce  of 
great  income  not  alone  to  the  temple,  but  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Saidaiji  as  well.  Upon  the  great  day 
every  house,  whatever  the  nature  of  inordinary  busi- 
ness, is  turned  into  a  hotel.  It  is  said  that  during 
this  festival  the  people  of  Saidaiji  make  enough 
money  to  support  them  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  and  it  is  not  veiy  difficult  to  believe  the  state- 
ment. The  writer  knows  of  one  house  where 
seventy  guests  were  accomodated  and  the  amount 
paid  for  lodging  covered  the  rent  bill  for  a  year. 

Tlie  interests  of  the  townspeople  are  thus  con- 
nected in  the  closest  way  with  the  temple,  their  pro- 
sperity largely  depending  upon  the  temple  and  its 
ability  to  draw  a  iaige  crowd  to  its  yearly  festival. 

This  year  it  was  attended  by  larger  numbers 
than  for  several  years  past. 

HISTORY  01'  THE  TEMPLE. 

The  history  of  the  temple  which  holds  this  unique 
festival  each  year,  as  it  was  related  lo  the  writer, 
is  as  follows  :  —  The  full  name  of  the  temple  is  Kin- 
ryozan  Kwanonin  ;  Kinryo  being  the  Chinese  pro- 
nunciation of  the  which  eaily  name  of  the  town 
which  was  Kanaoka,  and  Zan  (san)  being  a  survi- 
ving sign  of  the  lime  when  all  temples  weie  built 
upon  hills.  About  twelve  hundred  years  ago  there 
lived  in  the  village  of  Kuga,  province  of  Suwo,  a 
man  named  Fujiwara  Shoji  Yasuaki  and  his  wife 
Minatari.  The  latter  was  a  most  earnest  believer 
in  Buddhism.  One  day  there  came  to  their  house 
a  boy,  apparently  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old,  who 
asked  for  a  night's  lodging. 

The  woman  felt  sorry  for  his  forlorn  condition 
and  look  him  in.  She  showed  him  to  an  unoccu- 
pied room  and  talked  with  him  a  litile  while.  As 
she  observed  him  more  closely  she  discovered  that 
the  only  things  he  had,  besides  the  clothing  he 
wore,  were  two  tools,  a  mallet  and  a  chisel.  When 
she  commented  upon  this  fact,  he  said  that  they 
were  the  only  tools  necessary  for  awoikman,  an 
inferior  workman  needed  a  great  many  tools,  but 
a  skillful  one  could  make  anything  with  only  these 
two.  Being  very  desirous  of  an  image  of  Sen-ju- 
Kwannon  (Goddess  of  mercy  with  many  hands), 
she  asked  him  to  make  her  one.    Ha  said  that  he 
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lllould  be  glad  to  do  so  ami  at  once  set  to.  work. 
At  tllfl  end  oi  a  week  lie  piesenled   her   with  an 

Image  of  the  Goddess,  five  feet  tall,  having  forty- 
two  aim-.  Immediately  afterwards  lie  informed 
her  tliat  lie  was  an  incarnation  of  Hase*  Kwannon 
(Hase  being  the  name  of  place  in  the  province  of 
Seiisu)  and  at  once  disappeared.  The  woman 
was  veiy  much  astonished  at  this  disclosure  as 
well  as  delighted  at  (lie  possession  of  the  image 
winch  had  been  made  at  her  request. 

In  the  spring  of  the  second  year  of  Tempo!  Shoho, 
about  749  A.D.,  Minatai  i  detei  mined  to  make  a  visit 
Kyoto,  about  four  hundred  miles  north-east  of  her 
bomeand  visit  Oil  the  way  the  Shi  ineof  Hase-Kwan 
non  to  make  a  thank  offering  foi  his  favour  bestowed 
upon  her  in  the  gift  of  her  image  of  the  Goddess. 
So  she  set  out  from  home  one  morning,  taking 
with  her  the  image  of  Kwannon,  and  embarked 
upon  a  boat  for  the  province  of  Settsu.  They 
proceeded  up  the  Inland  Sea  and  put  into  a  bay, 
about  two  hundred  miles  from  their  slai  ting  point, 
to  rest  awhile.  The  name  of  this  place  was  Matsu- 
nakajima  in  the  village  of  Kalaoka,  now  called 
Saidaiji.  When  the  time  came  for  them  to  proceed 
on  their  way  they  tried  in  vain  to  start  the  boat. 
In  spite  of  all  their  efforts  it  could  not  be  made  to 
move.  After  conjecturing  some  lime  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  strange  thing,  they  finally  concluded 
it  was  because  of  the  image  which  Minatari  had 
with  her,  that  it  was  a  sign  that  the  goddess 
wished  to  stop  in  this  place.  They  therefore 
landed  and  erected  a  small  temple  in  which  they 
placed  the  image  and  held  appropriate  services. 
After  this  they  again  proceeded  on  their  voyage. 
When  they  ariived  near  Osaka  a  great  storm 
arose  and  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of  going 
to  the  bottom,  but  they  prayed  earnestly  for  de- 
liverance, and  while  they  were  praying  they  saw 
in  the  sky  above  them  the  forms  of  Senju  Kwannon 
and  Hase  Kwannon,  and  immediately  the  storm 
ceased.  As  a  thanksgiving  offering  for  their  de- 
liverance they  determined  to  give  the  bags  of  rice 
of  which  the  cargo  of  the  boat  consisted. 

While  they  were  planning  how  they  should 
carry  out  this  purpose,  the  rice-bags  all  moved  up 
into  the  air  and  passed  out  of  their  sight  towards 
the  land.  It  is  said  that  before  the  temple 
Hase-Kwannon  may  still  be  seen  the  impression 
made  in  the  rock  upon  which  they  descended 

The  next  event  in  the  history  occurred  about 
thirty-eight  years  later  in  the  eighth  year  of  the 
period  called  Hold.  In  that  year  a  vision  came  to 
a  priest  named  Anryu  Shonin,  who  lived 
village  of  Takaya,  in  the  province  of  Kit  (now 
Wakayama  Ken).  He  was  told  to  go  to  Kana 
oka  and  restore  the  temple  which  had  been  built 
by  Minatari.    First  he  was  to  go  to  Kuga,  the 


height,  holding  a  little  ball  in  the  right  hand  and  a 
little  jar  in  the  other. 

Shoi  lly  after  this  Senkei  Zenshi,  Kwaijo  Shonin, 
mil    Keishu  Shonin   built  a  new   temple,  moie 

plendid  than  the  former,  though  retaining  the 
ante  form  and  size. 

I'hey  caused  another  image,  twenty  eight  inches 
in  height  to  be  made  and  placed  beside  the  chief. 
I'hey  built  also  a  gateway  to  the  temple  grounds, 
having  twostoiies  and  on  each  side  were  placed 
the  statues  customary  at  the  entrance  to  Uuddhisl 
tern  pies. 

In  the  second  year  of  Ansei,  1855  A. I).,  about 
the  eighteenth  of  the  fust  month,  the  temple  was 
again  burned  down  and  the  present  edifice  was 
built  by  the  predecessor  of  the  present  rector. 
Such  is  the  history  of  the  origin  and  growth  of 
Kiuryozan  Kwannon-in  and  its  yearly  festival  as  it 
las  been  handed  down  to  the  present  time  and 
generally  accepted.— Schuyler  S.  White. 


home  of  Minatari,  to  consult  with  her  about  it 
So  he  set  off  upon  his  journey  and  arriving  at  her 
home,  they  made  plans  for  repairing  the  temple, 
after  which  he  started  for  Kanaoka  to  carry  them 
out.    When  they  had  nearly  reached  their  desti 
nation,  they  put  into  a  bay  and  here,  the  tide  re 
ceding,  the  boat  was  left  high  upon  the  sand.  At 
this  place  the  priest  was  met  by  an  aged  man  who 
presented  him  with  the  horn  of  a  rhinoceros,  and 
told  him  to  put  it  in  the  ground  under  the  temple 
Rejoicing  in  this  gift  and  token  of  favour,  the  priest 
went  on  his  way  and  arrived  safely  at  Kanaoka. 

He  at  once  set  to  work  to  have  the  temple 
repaired  and  it  was  completed  in  the  ninth  montl 
of  the  following  year.  It  was  made  thirty-six  feet 
square.  It  received  the  name  Saidaiji  at  this 
time  which  means  the  temple  that  received  the  sai 
(rhinoceros'  horn),  The  story  goes  that  the  Ashida 
(now  Yoshii)  river  which  flows  by  the  town  1.1 
times  of  flood,  even  though  it  entered  all  the 
houses  in  the  town,  did  not  go  into  the  temple  be 
cause  of  this  horn  buried  beneath  it. 

Sometime  during  the  Ashikaga  dynasty  th 
characters  of  the  name  were  changed  for  others 
which  though  they  have  the  same  pronunciation 
mean  the  Great  West  temple. 

Soon  after  the  temple  was  finished  thepiiesl 
bad  a  dream,  in  which  it  was  revealed  to  him  that 
there  was  a  temple  bell  lying  beneath  the  waters 
off  the  town  of  Tsuchinoto,  a  place  on  the  coast 
not  far  away.  In  accordance  with  instructions 
given  with  the  dream,  the  bell  was  raised  and 
brought  to  the  temple,  and  placed  in  a  tower  erect- 
ed to  receive  it.  The  same  bell  still  sends  its  re- 
verberating tones  through  Saidaiji. 

At  out  five  hundred  and  fifty  years  later,  in  the 
first  year  of  Shoan,  1299  a.d.,  the  temple  was 
burnt  down,  but  the  image  of  the  Goddess  was 
only  slightly  injured.  .. 

Eight  months  afterwards,  a  maker  of  Buddhist 
images,  named  Enkei,  living  in  Nara,  was  ordered 
to  repair  the  neck  and  arms  of  the  Buddha  at  Sai- 
daiji. Delighted  at  such  a  commission  Enkei,  has- 
tened to  Saidaiji  to  execute  it.  As  he  was  begin- 
ning his  work  upon  the  sculpture,  it  neck  moved 
and  there  came  out  an  image  about  four  inches  in 
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Consular  Reports.    Trade,  &c,  of  Hakodate,  with 

Notes  on  the  Sealing  Industry. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Hall's  report  on  the  Trade  and  Ship- 
ping of  Hakodate  for  the  year  1892  has  just  reach- 
ed us  at  the  close  of  the  first  quaiter  of  the  year 
1894.     It  was  foi  warded  to   London  from  Her 
Majesty's  Legation  in  Japan  only  in  November 
of  last  year, but  this  unusual  delay,  wegather  from 
the  report  itself,  was  caused,  partly  at  least,  by 
the  illness  of  the  compiler.    Neither  the  trade  nor 
shipping  of  Hakodate  appears  to  have  been  of  very 
great  magnitude,  so  far  as  least  as  foreigners  are 
concerned,  the  whole  value  of  the  former  having 
amounted  to  less  than  ^115,000  sterling,  while 
the  foreign  shipping  cleaied  from  the  poit  baiely 
exceeded  15,000  tons.    Judging  by  the  contents 
of  the  trade  reports  of  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  in 
Japan  in  recent  years,  we  are  led  to  the  belief 
that  instructions  must  have  been  issued  that  these 
eports  are  to  be  strictly  confined  to  foreign  as 
die  tincl  from  domestic  trade,  and  if  we  are  correct 
in  this  assumption,  Mr.  Hall,  entirely  debarred 
from  dealing  with  the  large  domestic  trade  that 
Hakodate  possesses — a  trade  presenting  in  many 
ways  various  points  of  undoubted  interest  to  fo- 
reigners— may  well  have  quailed  before  the  pros- 
pect of  furnishing  a  report  on  a  foreign  trade  the 
whole  extent  of  which  is  represented  by  the  above 
figures.    The  same  difficulty  has,  however,  in  pre- 
vious years  been  overcome  by  some  of  Mr.  Hall's 
predecessors  in  office  in  many  and  various  ways. 
One  consul,  we  remember,  in  the  early  eighties,  fill- 
ed (.lis  report  with  a  long  and  pathetic  description 
of  a  little  boy  eating  apples  in  a  Hospital,  and 
a   still   longer    description  of  the  great  fire  of 
1879  in  which  nearly  the  whole  of  Hakodate  was 
reduced  to  ashes.   Neither  was  pei  haps  particular- 
ly instructive,  but  we  remember  reading  the  whole 
report  with  hardly  less  entertainment  than  was 
afforded    to  us  by — say  our  first  perusal  of  the 
"  Pickwick  Papers."    The  report  of  another  Con- 
sul was  mainly  composed  of  a  valuable  essay  on 
British  Merchant  Seamen,  which,  on  its  publica- 
tion, obtained    much  attention  and  equal  com- 
mendation from  a  large  section  of  the  press  in 
England,  but  which  had  no  special  bearing  what- 
ever on    Hakodate   in  particular.     Others,  and 
these  the  majority,  have  been  content  with  the 
merest  padding,  describing  minute  fluctuations  in 
the  prices  of  insignificant  commodities  not  one 
of  which  could    be   said  to    possess  a  particle 
of  interest  for  any  merchant  or  trader  throughout 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  King- 
dom, or  furnishing,  without  comment,  statistics  as 
to  the  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  ex- 
tending colonization  of  the  Hokkaido  in  the  undi- 
gested state  in  which  such  statistics  had  evidently 
been  received  from  the  Japanese  Authorities. 

In  the  present  repoit,  Mr.  Hall  has  not  been 
content  with  any  such  perfunctory  discharge  of  his 
duty,  and  disdaining  comment  on,  or  analysis 
of,  figures  too  insignificant  to  be  worthy  of  more 
than  the  slight  passing  reference  he  gives  to 
them,  he  has  produced  an  extremely  able  and 
interesting  paper  on  Pelagic  Sealing,  a  subject 
which  at  the  present  day  is  one  of  prominent 
importance.  It  is  one  also  which  very  consider- 
ably affects  Hakodate  itself,  as  that  port  is  becom- 
ing the  rendezvous  at  one  period  of  the  year  of  the 
large  fleet  of  Canadian  and  United  States 
schooners  now  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
industry,  and  also  the  place  of  shipment  to 
the  London  market  of  its  products.  Mr.  Hall 
deals  with  the  subject  exhaustively  and  at  the  same 
time  concisely.  He  commences  with  a  slight 
sketch  of  its  history,  telling  how  its  pioneer,  the 
master  of  a  small  United  States  schooner  of  only 
73  tons,  after  having,  in  the  first  instance,  made  a 
fairly  successful  catch  in  the  open  sea,  fell  into 


difficulties  with  the  Russian  Atilhni  ilics  on  the 
Commands!  Islands,  ;is  the  lesult  of  which  he  lout 
the  majority  <>l  his  ciew  anil  was  obliged  to  navi- 
gate his  ship  back  to  San  Fiancisco,  a  voyage  of 
3,500  miles,  with  the  assistance  of  only  one  sailor 
and  the  cook;  and  how,  (1  0111  this  beginning,  the 
business  has  extended  until,  in  the  present  year, 
a  Heel  of  probably  sixty  vessels  is  engaged  in  it. 

The  geographical  limits  and  the  seasons  in  which 
it  is  cairied  on  are  next  described,  the  future  pios- 
pects  dealt  with,  and  a  succinct  history  is  given 
of  the  fur  Hade  of  the  entire  Hokkaido  from  tile 
earliest  historical  dates.  Heretofore  the  Japan- 
ese have  not  benefited  to  any  but  the  most 
trifling  extent  in  the  wealth  which  lies  at  their 
very  doors,  leaving  it  almost  entirely  to  the  poach- 
ing vessels  that  were  fitted  out  in  Shanghai  and 
Yokohama.  But  the  Marine  Products  Company, 
to  which  a  monopoly  of  all  sea  otter  and  seal 
hunting  in  the  territorial  waters  of  Japan  has  been 
granted  by  the  Government  for  a  pei  iod  of  leu 
years,  commencing  from  1889,  is  now  waking  up 
to  the  possibilities  that  are  within  its  teach  ;  skill- 
ed hunters  have,  we  understand,  been  engaged 
by  it,  and  seveial  schooners  have  this  year  been 
fitted  out  and  already  despatched  from  Hakodate 
to  the  usual  cruising  grounds  of  the  pelagic  fleet. 
As  we  publish  Mr.  Hall's  report  in  extenso,  we 
do  not  make  any  detailed  extracts  from  it.  We 
can,  however,  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  those 
of  our  readers  who  wish  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  the  most  interesting  particu- 
lars of  a  subject  which  obtained  a  very  laige  share 
of  the  world's  attention  so  late  only  as  last  year,  and 
which  is  not  likely  to  lose  its  importance  for  some 
ysars  yet  to  come. 


BRITISH  CONS  VLAR  TRA  DE  REP  OR  T 
FOR  HAKODATE. 


Report  for  the  Year  1892  on  the  Trade, 
etc.,  of  Hakodate,  with  Notes  on  the 
Sealing  Industry. 


Mr.  de  Bunsen  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 
My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to 
your  Lordship 


Annual 
Port  of 


herewith    enclosed  the 
Repoi  t  of  the  Trade  and  Shipping  of  the 
Hakodate  for  1892. 
I  have,  &c, 

(Signed)         M.  de  Bunsen. 

The  trade  and  shipping  of  this  port  in  1892  was 
marked  by  a  new  feature  of  considerable  interest ; 
namely,  the  appearance,  for  the  first  time,  of 
pelagic  sealing  craft  with  cargoes  of  skins  taken 
from  the  open  sea  off  the  north-east  coast  of 
Japan.  There  were  only  four  of  them,  all  under 
the  United  States  flag,  and  their  average  catch 
of  skins  was  under  1,000  each  ;  but  the  event 
was  of  more  importance  than  these  modest  figures 
would  indicate.  For  it  was  a  proof  that  this 
line  of  matitime  industry  has  been  pushed  across 
from  the  eastern  or  American  side  to  the  western 
or  Asiatic  side  of  the  North  Pacjfic  Ocean. 

The  cause  of  the  movement  was,  of  course,  the 
exclusion  of  pelagic  sealing  craft  from  the  Behring 
Sea. 

Shut  out  from  their  best  hunting  district,  some  of 
the  American  skippers  and  hunters  determined  to 
try  their  luck  outside  the  forbidden  limits  ;  es- 
pecially as  it  was  known  that  there  were  plenty  of 
seals  in  the  ocean  besides  those  resorting  to  the 
Pribyloff  Islands.  The  pioneer  of  the  new  depar- 
ture was  Captain  Hagman,  of  the  American 
schooner  C.  G.  White.  Coming  across  from  San 
Francisco  in  1890,  he  succeeded  in  shooting  some 
680  seals  off  the  coast  of  Yezo.  He  then  pur- 
sued his  voyage  northwards,  towards  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Russian  seal-rookeries  on  the  Com- 
mander Islands.  Here  he  met  with  misfortune. 
Some  of  his  boats  attempting  to  land  for  supplies 
wers  fired  upon  by  the  Russian  Guard  on  Cop- 
per Ielaud.  One  man  was  killed  ;  and  eleven 
others  who  escaped  missed  their  schooner  and  were 
subsequently  picked  up  by  another  well-known 
seal-hunter,  and  taken  to  San  Francisco.  Six 
other  men  and  two  boats  were  captured  by  the 
Russians.  Having  thus  lost  his  boats  and  men, 
Captain  Hagman,  with  one  seaman  and  a  cook, 
took  his  ship  back  to  San  Francisco,  a  voyage  of 
3,500  miles,  the  C.  G.  White  being  a  craft  of  73 
tons.  .  . 

Next  year,  1891,  he  crossed  the  Pacific  again  in 
the  same  ship;  and  without  going  near  any  rook- 
eries, obtained  1,686  skins  off  the  north-east  coast 
of  japan  and  Yezo. 

In  1892,  as  I  have  stated,  four  sealing  craft 
visited  this  harbour;  and  these  were  only  about 
one-third  of  the  number  engaged  in  hunting  in 
these  waters.  Ten  or  eleven  were  American,  viz., 
the  Bowhead,  Kate  and  Anna,\  Allie  J.  Algar, 
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Sophie  Sutherland,  Mattie  T.  Dyer,  Webster,  San 
Diego,  the  C.  G.  White,  ahd  iwo  or  three  more. 
There  was  also  amongst  them  one  Canadian 
schooner,  llie  Penelope,  whose  catcli  was  anioiigst 
the  best. 

It  may  perhaps  be  well  for  me  to  take  advantage 
of  the  delay,  due  partly  to  illness,  in  the  sending 
of  this  teport,  to  here  incorporate  will)  the  scanty 
information  gleaned  fiom  the  four  visitants  of  last 
year,  the  fuller  details  gathered  dining  the  sea- 
son now  closing,  as  to  the  conditions  and  pros- 
pects  of  the  pelagic  sealing  industry  on  this  west- 
ern side  of  the  Pacific. 

The  conditions  as  regards  space  and  limeaie 
very  similar  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean.  To  begin 
Willi,  the  Russian  rookeries  of  the  Commaudei 
Islands  are  the  exact  countei  pai  t  (though  smaller ) 
of  the  American  rookeries  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  ; 
the  two  face  each  other,  in  about  the  same  latitude, 
from  the  opposite  sides  of  Behring  Sea.  Fioin 
these  centres  the  seals,  after  their  4  or  5  months' 
summer  sojourn,  start  southwards  for  their  im- 
mense swims  in  the  Pacific,  extending  on  the 
American  side  as  far  down  as  San  Francisco, 
and  on  the  Asiatic  side  as  far  down  as  Sendai 
Bay  and  even  the  entrance  of  Yedo  Bay. 

But  there  is  at  least  one  noteworthy  point  of 
difference  between  the  two  cases.  Whereas,  on 
the  American  side,  owing  to  the  long  sweep  and 
turns  of  the  coast  line,  the  range  of  the  seal's 
swim  is  a  good  3,200  miles,  on  the  Asiatic  side  it 
is  a  nearly  straight  run  of  less  than  half  that  dis- 
tance. Hence  the  seal  herd,  though  larger,  is 
more  dispersed  on  the  American  side  than  on  this  ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  hunters  choosing  this  side 
gain  more  through  the  concentration  of  the  heid 
than  they  lose  thiough  its  inferiority  in  numbers. 
Indeed,  the  effective  hunting  range  on  this  side — 
at  all  events  for  the  first  stage  of  the  hunting  sea- 
son— is  not  much  moiethan  800  miles  long,  ex- 
tending fiom  Kinkasan  (Sendai  Bay)  to  Nemuro, 
the  most  easleily  point  of  Yezo  Island.  On 
reaching  Nemuio  the  seals  suddenly  disappear 
about  the  end  of  June  ;  and  no  sealing  craft  as  yet 
has  followed  them  up,  keeping  them  in  sight, 
between  this  point  and  the  rookeries  on  Belning 
and  Copper  Islands,  or  the  still  smaller  rookery  ot 
Robben  or  Tulin  Islands  in  Okhotsk  Sea. 

The  explanation  of  this  sudden  acceleration  of 
tiie  seal's  pace  may  be,  as  the  hunters  think,  merely 
the  quickening  of  the  natuial  instincts,  sexual  and 
maternal,  on  the  eve  of  the  breeding  time.  But  it 
may  also  be  due  to  a  fallingoff  in  the  food  supply 
up  along  the  line  of  the  Ktirile  Archipelago. 
The  deepest  known  depression  of  the  Ocean 
bed — 4,655  fathoms,  rather  more  than  5^  statute 
miles — occuis  to  the  east,  and  just  about  the  mid- 
dle of  that  group,  and  extends  along  its  eastern 
side;  the  very  line  necessaiily  taken  by  the  seals 
in  their  short  cut  to  the  Commandorski  rookeries. 
In  such  deep  water,  squid  and  salmon,  the  favour- 
ite food  of  the  fur  seal,  are  very  scarce. 

Be  the  cause  what  it  may,  the  fact  is  undoubted 
that,  beyond  Nemuro,  the  schooners  lose  sight 
of  the  seals  about  the  end  of  June,  and  this  check 
of  their  pursuit  serves  as  a  mark  to  divide  the 
hunting  season  iitto  two  distinct  stages. 

The  schooners,  as  a  rule,  leave  Yictoria  or  San 
Francisco  at  the  end  of  December  or  eai  ly  in  Jauu- 
ary,  and,  after  a  two  months'  voyage  across  the 
Pacific,  sli  ike  the  Japanese  coast  about  the  latitude 
of  Yokohama,  whei  e  some  of  them  put  in  to  victual 
or  lefil.  They  begin  hunting  about  the  middle  or 
end  of  Maich,  first  meeting  laige  clusters  of  seals 
in  about  latitude  380  N.  off  Sendai  Bay,  from  about 
30  miles  to  250  miles  miles  off  the  shore.  The 
seals  aie  then  proceeding  northward  at  a  leisuiely 
pace,  travelling  dining  the  night  and  feeding  and 
sleeping  in  the  day  time,  especially  in  blight,  sun- 
shiny weather.  "Sleepers,"  as  the  hunters  call 
them,  aie  the  easiest  to  shoot  ;  "  travellers"  moie 
difficult.  With  skilful  hunters,  the  proportion  of 
seals  lost  by  sinking  after  being  shot  varies  from 
about  5  to  10  per  cent.  A  schooner  with  six  or 
seven  boats  can  take,  on  the  average,  close  on 
1,000  skins  in  the  four  mouths,  Maich  to  June. 
That  closes  the  fiist  stage  of  the  season,  and  they 
then  either  tranship  their  catches  at  sea  into  a 
collecting  ship  fiom  Victoi  ia  and  San  Francisco, 
or  else  put  into  this  port  and  land  their  skins  for 
shipment  to  London,  Victoria,  or  San  Francisco. 
This  done,  after  a  short  slay  and  revictualling  in 
pott,  they  then  start  uoilhwaids  for  the  second 
stage  of  the  hunting  in  the  western  side  of  Behring 
Sea  and  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that,  the  chances  of 
approaching  close  to  the  rookeries  apart,  this 
second  stage  of  the  hunting  season,  lasting  fiom 
the  end  of  July  till  the  end  of  October,  yields  a 
very  much  smaller  catch  than  the  first  stage  ;  and 
that,  with  a  piotective  zone  established  round  the 
rookeries,  the  sealeis  will  find  it  hardly  woi  lh 
while  to  continue  it. 

At  the  rate  at  which  the  pelagic  sealing  schoo- 


ners ate  inci  easing,  anil  in  the  absence  of  more 
effective  measuies  for  the  pioleclion  of  the  herd 
on  the  rookeries,  no  less  than  at  sea,  the  industry 
cannot  last  long.  In  1 885  there  were,  I  am  in- 
formed, only  about  ten  Canadian  schooners  en- 
gaged in  it.  In  1890  the  number  had  increased 
to  25  or  26 ;  and  this  year,  1893,  there  were  over 
60,  to  say  nothing  of  the  American  schooneis, 
which,  I  believe,  are  not  quite  so  numerous. 
These  figures  include  the  whole  of  the  Caua 
dian  sealing  fleet.  As  regards  the  portion 
of  it  that  is  engaging  in  the  hunting  on  this 
western  side  of  the  Pacific,  the  rale  of  inciease  is 
even  more  rapid,  as  the  figures  for  this  and  the 
two  previous  year  show.  In  1 891  only  I  schooner  ; 
in  1892,  1 1  or  12;  and  in  1893  at  least  30  hunted 
in  these  waters;  and  the  probability  is  that  next 
year  the  number  will  be  slill  larger.  There  aie 
three  grounds  for  anticipating  this  result.  In  the 
first  place  the  advantage,  as  compared  with  the 
American  side,  of  the  shorter  range,  and  greater 
concentration  of  the  herd  is  now  well  known  to  the 
sealeis.  Secondly,  the  close  season  and  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  award  of  the  Behring  Sea  Arbi 
tratois,  is  sure  to  drive  many  over  to  this  side.. 
And,  lastly,  the  fact  that  there  is  a  considerable 
saving  in  freight  and  charges  when  the  skins  are 
packed  here  and  shipped  via  the  Suez  Canal  to 
London,  as  compared  with  the  charges  and  freight 
from  the  Canadian  or  American  side,  will  tell  in 
the  same  dii  ection.  It  costs  about  1^  dot.  (gold) 
per  skin  to  pack  and  ship  to  London  fiom  either 
Vancouver  or  San  Francisco,  whereas  the  packing 
charges  and  freight  from  Hakodate  baiely  amount 
to  50  c.  per  skin. 

Upon  the  Japanese  people  the  sudden  apparition 
of  a  band  of  foreign  adventureis  exploiting  a 
hitherto  neglected  and  indeed  unsuspected  source 
of  wealth  so  near  to  the  Japanese  coast,  has  had  a 
somewhat  stailling  and  stimulating  effect.  Many 
of  the  native  newspapers  affect  to  legard  the  pela- 
gic sealers  as  poachet  s.  But,  in  this  island  at  least, 
the  distinction  between  poaching  and  pelagicseal- 
ing  is  becoming  clear  to  the  people  ;  and  signs  are 
not  wanting  that  very  soon  some  of  them  will  ti  y 
to  take  a  hand  in  the  game.  At  present  the  tight 
to  take  seals  or  sea-otters  in  Japanese  territorial 
wateis  is  virtually  a  monopoly  of  a  recently  esta- 
blished joint  stock  company  called  Teikoku  Suisan 
Kai  Sha  (Imperial  Marine  Products  Company). 
An  account  of  the  steps  that  led  up  to  the  forma- 
tion  of  this  company  will  take  the  shape  of  a  his- 
torial  sketch  of  the  fur  trade  of  Yezo  and  the 
Kurile  Islands. 

Up  till  quite  lately  the  fur  seal  was  of  very 
little  importance  in  this  part  of  the  world.  It  was 
the  sea-otter  the  hunters  prized.  The  hunting  of 
the  sea-otter  in  Yezo  and  the  Kuriles  has  heen 
going  on  for  a  least  three  centuries.  The  eailiest 
notice  of  it  I  can  find  is  in  Japanese  records  of 
about  that  date  ;  when  the  feudal  Baron  of  Malsu- 
inae,  Kakizaki  Yoshihito,  presented  three  skins  to 
the  great  Taiko  Sama.  Again  in  1615,  the  Chief 
of  the  Ainu  of  Eastern  Yezo  came  to  the  castle  of 
Matsumae  and  presented  three  white  otter  skins 
to  the  Daimyo.  In  the  following  year  this  noble 
presented  two  otter  skins  7  feet  long  to  the  reign- 
ing Shogan,  Tokugawa  Hidetada.  After  that, 
skins  were  often  piesented  to  the  reigning  Shogun 
by  the  lords  of  Matsumae. 

From  Yezo,  operations  were  soon  pushed  on 
into  the  adjoining  Kurile  Islands.  In  1633,  four 
or  five  Ainu  families  from  Akkeshi  migrated  to 
Shibetoro,  in  Etorup,  and  engaged  in  the  hunt- 
ing of  sea-otter,  bears,  and  eagles,  whose  skins 
they  brought  each  year  to  Akkeshi  to  baiter  for 
rice  and  1  ice-beer,  &c. 

Henceforward  emigration  of  Ainus  to  the 
Kuiiles  continued  to  increase,  small  settlements 
being  foimed  in  the  larger  southern  islands  of 
the  group,  chiefly  for  the  hunting  of  the  otter  and 
other  marine  animals.  ITwas  in  1765  that  these 
Ainu  people  of  Etorup,  whilst  hunting  near  Hoto- 
mushiri,  Niishiri,  and  Urup  and  elsewheie  in  the 
sea,  first  came  into  collision  with  the  Russians. 
After  the  fight  that  then  took  place,  the  Russians 
came  not  again  for  about  10  years.  In  1 778  the 
Ainu  of  Etorup  prevented  the  Russians  fiom 
hunting,  as  they  wished,  at  Urup  and  other  places 
near.  The  Russians,  however,  used  guns  for  fight- 
ing as  well  as  for  hunting,  whilst  the  Ainus  had 
only  the  bowand  the  spear.  Later  on  the  Russians 
came  in  greater  numbers  and  hunted  at  their 
pleasure.  Soon  after,  the  Ainu  had  to  leave  Ulorup 
altogether,  and  all  the  Kuriles  became  virtually 
Russian  ten  itory. 

In  1796,  thirty  Russians,  men  and  women,  came 
and  settled  in  Urup,  and  having  brought  nets  with 
them,  took  large  numbers  of  otters;  which  are 
more  abundant  round  this  island  than  any  other 
of  the  Kuiiles.  Etorup  is  the  next  best  hunting 
ground  ;  and  a  determined  effort  was  made,  in 
1800,  by  the  Ainu,  led  by  a  Japanese  merchant 
from  Hiogo,  to  regain  their  former  footing  on  it. 


The  Ainus  were  offered  higher  prices  (in  lice)  for 
the  skins;  and  in  a  few  years  they  re-established 
their  hunting  stations  throughout  the  island,  and 
were  not  again  molested  by  the  Russians  ;  who, 
however,  did  not  r  elax  their  hold  of  the  neighbour- 
ing island  of  Ur  up,  on  which,  as  late  as  1866,  they 
settled  some  natives  of  Alaska  as  hunteis. 

Dm  ing  all  this  time  the  trade  in  the  skins  taken 
by  the  Ainu  was  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  cf  the 
Daimyo  of  Matsumae.  Death  or  exile  was  the 
punishment  for-  selling  to  any  one  else.  The  skins 
wer  e  for  warded  from  Matsumae  to  Nagasaki,  and 
there  sold  by  the  Daimyo's  factor  to  Chinese 
merchants.  The  demand  for  high-class  furs  in 
Northern  China  is  unfailing. 

After  1868,  when  the  feudal  system  collapsed, 
and  the  governing  power  reverted  to  the  hands  of 
Sovereign,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Barons 
of  Matsumae  passed  to  the  new  Government; 
the  monopoly  of  the  hunting  and  fur  trade 
amongst  them. 

In  1869  a  Special  Colonisation  Commission 
(Kaitakushi)  was  established  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  and  developing  this  outlying  dependency  ; 
and  a  branch  office  thereof  was  established  at 
Etorup  for  the  regulation  and  management  of  the 
otter-hunting  business,  and  for  keeping  guard 
against  foreign  poachers.  At  first  no  change  was 
made  in  the  old  system,  the  skins  being  taken 
over  from  the  Ainu  hunter  s  at  the  usual  prices,  viz., 
about  8  bushels  of  unhulled  rice  per  skin  of  the 
first  quality,  6  bushels  for  medium  and  4  bushels 
for  ordinary,  being  about  equal,  at  the  rates  of 
value  then  ruling,  to  about  ll.  4*.,  165.,  and  12s. 
respectively. 

In  1870  a  change  was  made,  the  Ainu  of  Etorup 
being  taken  into  the  employment  of  the  colonisa- 
tion office,  and  the  hunting  operations  being  con- 
ducted under  official  supervision.  But  this  experi- 
ment was  not  found  to  yield  satisfactory  results, 
and  in  1 8 74  the  former  system  was  revei  ted  to.  In 
that  yeai ,- for  the  fiist  time,  two  Japanese  gun- 
boats were  sent  to  paliol  the  coast  of  Ll  1  e  Southern 
Kur  iles,  and  keep  off  foreign  poachers,  and  the 
pi  actice  has  been  kept  up  every  year  since.  At 
the  same  lime  two  branch  stations  of  the  Kaita- 
kushi were  established  in  Etorup,  viz.,  at  Notsuka 
and  Toshirui  i  ,  and  whilst  general  permission  was 
given  to  the  Ainu  for  hunting,  the  saleof  the  skins 
to  any  one  but  the  Government  was  strictly  for- 
bidden, the  official  price  of  skins  being  5  yen,  4 
yen,  and  3  yen  (about  ll.,  16s.,  and  I2s.),  accord- 
ing to  quality. 

The  Ainu  methods  of  hunting  the  otter  were,  in 
summer,  lying  on  the  rocks  and  shooting  with  the 
bow  and  arrow;  in  winter,  clubbing  the  quarry  on 
the  ice.  The  Kaitakushi  officials  soon  copied  and 
introduced  the  foreign  method  of  hunting  with 
boats  and  guns.  In  1877  the  hunting  stations  on 
Etorup  wei  e  increased  to  four,  and  in  the  following 
years  several  more  offices  and  hunting  stations 
were  set  up  in  other  islands,  which  had  now  become 
Japanese  territory  by  the  exchange  with  Russia  of 
the  Kuriles  against  Southern  Saghalien.  In  1880 
the  amount  of  Government  expenditure  allowed  for 
the  hunting  business  in  the  Kuriles  amounted  to 
about  2,000/. 

In  1882  the  Colonisation  Commission  was  abo- 
lished, and  the  Hokkai  Do  (or  Nor  lh  Sea  Cir  cuit), 
as  Yezo  and  the  Kuiiles  were  now  called,  passed 
under  the  contiol  of  llie  Department  of  Slate 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  ;  but  this  transfer 
occasioned  hardly  any  change  as  regard  the 
hunting  and  fur  trade  system.  An  idea  of  the 
extent  of  these  official  operations  may  be  gained 
from  the  following  figures,  extracted  fiom  official 
statistical  publications  : — 

Returns  of  the  Sea  Otter  Fur  Trade  during  Nine 
Years  of  the  Colonisation  Commission's 
Administration. 
Year.      Number  of  Cost.  Prices  Sold  for. 

Skins  taken.  Dollars.  Dollars. 

1873   299    197    16,692 

1874   78    254   4,521 

1875   250    2,989    14,489 

1876   285    4,708    16,518 

1877   342    4,190    19.379 

1878   270    6,840    15.648 

1879   211   K  8,745    (?) 

1880   137   11,464    11,423- 

1881. ......    77   14.073    23,994 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  in  1877,  the  best 
year,  the  Government's  receipis  from  the  fur 
trade  amounted  to  about  4,oooJ.  sterling;  the  cost 
of  pr  oduction  being  about  one  quarter. 

The  returns  of  the  trade  dur  ing  the  5  years'  ad- 
ministration of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commer  ce  show  a  considerable  falling  off : — 

Year.  Skins  taken.  Price  sold  for. 

Number.  Dollars; 

1882   82    4,449 

1883   3   189 

1884   53    3,698 

1885   31    991 

1886   99    7,745 
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Dm  ing  all  iliis  time  littlt  or  no  account  had  bsen 
taken  u(  the  fur  seal.     Hut  ihe  fiict  that  some  small 
.s«« I  rookei  ies  existed  about  the  middle  ol  the  Kurile 
Gioup  attracted  the  attention  of  ottei -hunlei  s  and 
Other  sea-fating  (oieigneis  soon  after  the  li  ansfei 
of  the  A.  chipelMgo  from  Hussia  lo  Japan  in  1 875. 
As,  however,  no  effective  steps  were  taken  by  the 
Japanese  Government  for   the  protection  ol  the 
sr. ils,  the  lookei  ies  weie  exposed,  yeai  after  yeai, 
lp  the  1  ;i ills  of  poaching  vessels  filled  out  foi  the 
purpose  at  Yokohama  and  Shanghai,    In  conse- 
quence mainly  of  the  molestation  and  havoc  thus 
wi  ought,  the  Km  ile  rookei  ies  have  for  some  years 
past    been  almost  desei  ted  by   the   seals.  The 
Russian  seal-rookeries  at  (he  Commandei  Island-, 
and  at  Robben  or  Tuline  Island  also  suffered  in  the 
same  way,  but  not  10  anything  like  the  same  extent 
It  w*s  not  till  1889  that  the  repiession  of  these 
forays  was  taken  up  in  earnest  by  the  Japanese 
Government.    In  that  year,  the  shooting  of  some 
Japanese  forming  pait  of  the  ciew  of  a  British 
poaching  schooner  at  Copper  Island  led  to  the  at 
tendon  of  the  Government  being  effectually  called 
to  the  question.     Two  1  esults  followed.  Japanese 
st  amen  wei  e    prohibited    from    engaging    in  un 
licensed  hunting  vessels  ;  and  the  exclusive  right 
of  hunting  sea-otters  and  seals  in  the  teiriloria 
waters  of  Japan,  i.e.,  around  the  coasts  of,  and 
on  the  Kuriles,  was  granted  to  the  aforementioned 
Company,  then  formed,  the  Impeiial  Marine  Pro- 
ducts Company  (Teikoku  Suisan  Kai  Sha). 

It  was-  established  in  November,  1889,  at  Tokyo, 
with  a  nominal  capital  of  750,000  yen  (equal  to 
about  100,000/.)  iu  shares  of  25  yen  each.  The 
head  office  is  at  this  port;  and  its  operations  in- 
clude whaling,  but  not  fishing  proper.  Its  mono- 
poly of  sea-oiler  and  seal  hunting  in  the  Kuriles 
was  for  five  years,  dating  from  May,  1889;  and 
it  has  now  been  renewed  for  another  term  of  five 
years.  It  began  operations  in  the  summer  of 
1889,  and  its  yearly  returns  of  skins  taken  are  as 
follows  :  — 

Year.  Sea-otters.  Seals. 

Number.  Dollars. 


CLKAKHI). 

Balling,  Steam, 

Nationality.  Number  pi     Number  of 

Vowels.  Tons.  Vessels.  Ton* 

British   4  ..  6,003...  3 

American    5...     803...  — 

German    —  ...  —  ...  4 

Japanese,  foreign 

ritf   256..  83,733. ..3,871...  996053. 

Japanese  junks  ...1,349. ..18,163..,  —  ...  — 


4.«5 
3,iH6 


Tui  'I 
Number  of 
Vessels.  Tons 
7 
5 


10,318 

803 
3,386 


3,«7. 
1.349 


1,018,745 

.  38,163 


Total   1,614 

Total  for  the  year 

preceding  1,978  .  69, 713... 2,640 


57,783. ..3,878. ,.1,000,463. .4, 493. ..1,06,2015 
903.389-. .4,6x8,..  973,103 
of  all  Foreign  Resident! 


Annex  5. —  Retti 

Hakodate  on  December  31.  1893. 

Number  of     Number  of 


I889  

1890  

189I   

1892  

It  is  probable  that 


53    33 

47   381 

57    40 

54   3 

this  Company  will  be  the 
first  Japanese  participants  in  pelagic  sealing  next 
yeai . 

Beyond  a  slight  falling-off  in  the  small  foreign 
trade  of  the  port,  due  to  the  derangements  of  com- 
merce caused  by  the  appreciation  of  gold,  there 
is  nothing  of  interest  lo  note.  I  append  the  usual 
tables. 

Annex  I. — Comparative  Return  of    the  Foreign 
Impoit  Trade  of  the  Poit  of  Hakodate  during  the 
Years  1892-91. 

Value. 

Articles.  1892.  1891, 

Rail-iron    —    27,291 

Miscellaneous          1,809    8.949 


Nationality.  Residents. 

Ri  iiish   26  .... 

French    10  .... 

American    4 

Russian    1 

Chinese    60  .... 


firms. 
2 


Total   

ELSEWHERE 

Sapporo— 

British   

Ameiican 

German   

Fiench   

Nemuro — 

American   

Kushiro — 

British   


,101 


•••  5 
...  7 

IN  THE  HOKKAIDO. 

Number  of 
Residents. 


BRITISH  CONSULAR  TRADE 
REPORT  FOR  KOREA. 


Report  on  the  Commercial  Condition  of 
the  Ports  of  Fusan  and  Wonsan  in 

the  Year  1892. 
Mr.  O'Conor  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

Pekin,  August  3,  1893. 
My  Lord, —  I  ventured  last  May  to  authorise 
Mr.  Hillier  to  visit  the  Ports  of  Fusan  and  Won- 
san, on  the  east  coast  of  Korea,  with  a  view  to  his 
eporting  on  the  commercial  facilities  and  progress 
of  trade  in  these  Ports,  and  I  have  now  the  honoui 
to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  very  interesting 
Report  which  be  has  drawn  up  on  the  subject. 
I  have,  &c, 

(Signed)  N.  R.  O'Conor. 


Total    1,809    36,247 

Note— Exchange  for  1893,  2s.  n{d.  =  1  dol,  (or  yen) ;  exchange 
for*i89i,  31.  4<i.  =1  dol.  (or  yen). 

Annex  2. —  Return  of  the  Foreign  Export  Trade 
of  Hakodate  during  the  Years  1892-91. 

1892.  lSgj. 
Articles.  Quantity.    Value.    Quantity.  Value. 

*  £ 
55-290         8,022   50,540 


Seaweed  Tons. ..10,334 

Sulphur   Tons 

Trepang  and  cuttle- 
fish  Tons... 

Timber   —  ... 

Furs   Skins. .20,867          2,570         8,315,..'.'.'.  1,080 

Miscellaneous    —  ...   —    3.043          —    1,891 


•  "'552         35,100  15,825 

236         10,420   248., 

6,520., 


36.535 
12,746 


 "2,943   — 

1  dol.  (or  yen);  for  18 


.102,792 
3-f.  2|rf. 


Total   —  ...  ■ 

Exchange  for  1892,  2s,  io%d. 
=  1  dol.  (or  yen). 

Annex  3. — Return  of  the  Values  of  the  Exports 
from  and  Impotts  into  Hakodate  lo  and  from 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  years  1 892-91:— • 


Exports. 

Country.                1892.  1891. 

£  £ 

Great  Britain                  —  — 

United    States  of 

America                   30,802  36,535 

China                        70,327  58,428 

Other  counti  ies    ...     11,814  7,829 


Imports. 
1892.  1891. 
£  £ 

445  27,29! 


244  — 
1,120  8,949 


Total    112,943  102,792  1,809  36,247 

Annex  4. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of 
Hakodate  during  the  Year  1892. 
ENTEREH. 
Sailing.  Steam.  Total. 

Number         Number  Number 
Nationality.  of 


Number 
of 

Vessels.  Tons.  Vessels, 
a...  3,595- ■•  4- 
5...    803,..  -  ... 


Tons. 
4,14s- 


of 
Vessels. 
6... 
5... 
2... 


Tons. 

6,737 

803 

774 


British   

American   

German    —  ...    —   ...      2...  774. 

Japanese,  foreign 

build    252. .. 19,836. ..2,824. ..991,780... 3,076. ,.i,oti, 616 

Japanese  junks  ...1,841. ..39,360..,  —  ..,    —     ...1,841...  39,360 

Total   2, too... 62, 594. ..3,830.., 996,696. ..4, 930,,.  1, 059,290 

Total  for  the  year 
preceding   2,142,,. 79,330, .,2,658, ,,912,083. ..4,800,.,  991,413 


Mr.  Hillier  to  Mr.  O'Conor. 

e         ,  .  Soul,  July  3,  1893. 

SIR, —  1  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the 
result  of  my  enquiries  into  the  commercial  con- 
dition of  the  two  Treaty  Ports  of  Fusan  and 
Wonsan,  and  the  prospects  that  appear  to  exist  of 
the  development  of  trade  there. 
I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  Walter  C.  Hillier. 

Fusan. 

Commencing  with  Fusan,  I  regret  to  have  no 
marked  improvement  to  record  since  the  date  of 
my  last  visit  of  inspection  two  years  ago.  Certain 
new  branches  of  industry  have  been  opened,  but 
the  volume  of  trade  shows  no  maleiial  increase, 
and  is  still  to  a  great  extent  controlled  by  the' 
bai  vest,  and  the  demand  for  rice  and  other  cei  eals 
from  Japan.  Dining  my  stay  at  the  port,  which 
lasted  7  days,  I  made  careful  enquiries  into  the 
causes  which  contribute  to  (his  want  of  elasticity, 
and  I  found  that  they  may  be  practically  reduced 
to  three. 

First,  want  of  native  capital  and  the  absence  of 
substantial  native  merchants  ;  second,  the  exac- 
tions of  the  officials  and  the  buidens  laid  upon  in 
dustry  ;  and  lastly,  the  lack  of  energy  displayed 
by  the  producing  and  labouring  classes,  who  feel 
that  it  is  useless  lo  produce  more  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  their  daily  wants.ias  any  sui 
plus  they  might  acquire  would  be  seized  by  the 
officials. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  every  office  in  this 
country  lias  to  be  bought,  and  that  only  members 
of  the  Niang-pan,  or  patrician  class,  can  hold  any 
but  the  lowest  posts,  it  is  evident  that  no  member 
of  the  trading  class  has  even  the  inducement  to 
amass  money  for  buying  himself  an  official  posi- 
tion, and  so  raising  himself  into  the  ranks  of  the 
aristocracy.  Degrees  of  poverty  of  course  exist, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  member  of  the 
trading  class  has  a  capital  to  his  name  which 
would  meet  the  wants  of  the  smallest  shopkeeper 
at  home,  and  it  is  a  sine  qua  non  with  a  Korean 
that  he  must  receive  an  advance  of  money  before 
he  will  undertake  the  execution  of  the  most  in- 
significant contract. 

In  addition  to  the  numberless  "squeezes" 
which  an  official  is  enabled  to  put  upon  the  people 
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male  list  of  the  lax  stations  in  the  Fusan  p.n. 
VlllOe  alone.  The.e  a.e  mid  to  be  17  recognised 
stations,  at  eve.yone  of  which  all  goods,  ..alive 
and  foreign  alike,  have  to  pay  a  specified  charge 
ranging  from  1  percent,  ad  valorem,  in  the  case 
of  fo.eign  imports,  to  half  that  amount  on  com- 
moner and  le*s  valuable  commodities,  On  the 
Naktong  River  alone,  which  is  the  wateiwaylo 
the  capital  of  the  province  and  chief  feeder  of  the 
province  .(self,  there  are  four  taxslations  in  a 
distance  of  25  miles,  and  the  port  of  Fusan  itself 
is  hedged  round  by  a  cordon  of 
within  a  10  miles  radius. 

Manufactures  are  similarly  taxed,  and  in  the 
case  of  certain  articles,  notably  cow  hides  and 
seaweed,  they  are  usually  the  monopoly  of  the 
officials,  who,  by  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  Government,  obtain,  for  a  period,  the  right  of 
purchasing  at  low  pi  ices  all  seaweed  gathered  in 
their  locality  and  the  hides  of  all  animals 
tered  in  their  licensed  slaughter-houses. - 

It  may,  in  short,  be  stated  that  nothing  is 
by  a  Korean  without  his  first  having  to  pay  a  tax 
to  which  the  name  K..-mun  is  given,  to  some' 
Korean  official,  and  that  he  can  engage  in  no 
industry  without  paying  ruinously  for  the  p,  ivilege. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  is  at  all  times  liable  to  be 
called  upon  for  a  day's  labour  for  so-called  Go- 
vernment purposes,  which  he  can  only  evade  bv 
payment  of  a  stated  fine. 

Il  may  well  be  a  matter  of  wonder  under  these 
circumstances  how  any  trade  can  exist  at  all,  but 
the  Koreans  have  a  remedy  which  they  tesoit  to 
when  matters  become  utterly  desperate.  There 
seems  to  be  a  fairly  well  defined  line  of  exaction 
beyond  which  no  official  can  pass,  and  when  this 
unit  is  reached  the  people  rise  in  mass  and 
equest  the  official  lo  leave.  If  he  refuses,  or 
does  not  give  pledges  for  belter  behaviour,  they 
proceed  to  pull  his  house  about  his  ears,  and  in 
ext.  erne  cases  lo  murder  him.  These  demonstra- 
tions are  invariably  legarded  by  the  cential  Go- 
vernment as  an  evidence  of  inefficiency  on  the 
part  of  the  official  concerned,  and  he  is  at  once 
en.oved  and  his  post  sold  to  another  applicant 
ittle  or  notice  being  taken  of  the  action  of  the 
people. 

It  is  curious  thai  unde 
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such  circumstances 
these  demonstrations  are  not  of  more  frequent  oc- 
currence, but  apparently  it  is  known  that  the  re- 
cognised limit  of  concession  must  be  reached  if 
ie  agitators  are  to  escape  punishment.  Under 
such  restrictions  it  is  remarkable  that  this  port,  or 
indeed  any  of  the  Korean  ports,  can  maintain  so 
large  a  number  of  Chinese  and  Japanese  settlers  ; 
the  Japanese  at  Fusan  alone  numbering  about 
,000.  b 

I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  discover  a  solu- 
tion   of   this   problem,    and    I    find    that  it 
due    111    great    measure    to    the    fact  that 
the  Japanese,  who  are   the  chief  exporters  of 
ice  and   beans,  upon  the  amount  of  which  the 
import  trade  largely  depends,  are  in  the  habit  of 
Jva. icing  money  on  the  growing  crops  and  ob- 
Hiing    half  the    proceeds  of  the  harvest.  A 
oreign  resident  in  this  port  who  interests  himself 
laigely  in  trade  questions  informs  me  that,  as  a 
matter  of  expeiiment,  he  took  up  a  mortgage  on 
iwo  fields,  the  interest  on  which  was  paid  in  kind 
and  that  he  found  that  the  value  of  the  crop,' 
which  was  rice,  with  no  pressure  or  supervision 
on  his  patt,  amounted  to  50  per  cent,  annually  on 
his  outlay.     This  being  the  case,  it  is  easy  to  see 
how  such  entei  prising  traders  as  the  Japanesecan 
make  this  class  of  business  pay.     They  go  up- 
country  in  the  spring  to  bespeak  their  crops,  and 
in  the  autumn  to  take  them  away,  thereby  evad- 
ing the  local  taxes  at  the  various  barriers  en  route, 
and  securing  full  payment  of  what  is  due  to  them.' 
In  good  years  their  profits  must  be  considerable, 
and  even  in  bad  ones  their  losses  are  trivial,  as 
then  advances  are  nothing  approaching  the  actual 
value  of  the  crops  mortgaged  to  them.    The  yield 
on  a  Korean  field  in  a  good  year  is  certainly  100 
per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  land.    Of  this  the  far- 
mer has  to  pay  20  per  cent,  in  taxes  and  squeezes, 
leaving  a  substantial   balance  for  personal  con- 
sumption, but  the  cost  of  carriage,    absence  of 
roads,  and  taxes  en  route,  combine  to  prevent 
him  from  exporting.    It  is  only  a  fraction  of  land 
bordering  on  waterways,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ports,  that  supplies  the  export  markets,  and  the 
vast  tracts  of  uncultivated  land  that  are  every- 
where 10  be  seen  testify  to  the  capabilities  of  this 
country  as  a  grain-producing  area  if  the  people 
were  allowed  a  free  hand  and  proper  means  of 
communication  were  established.    To  demonstrate 
this  assertion,  I  may  mention  that  land  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Fusan  costs,  for  a  bailey  field,  about  5 
dol.  (13s.  6d.)  for  a  plot  30  feet  by  30  feet,  and  for 
a  rice  field  (wliich  will  produce  two  ciops,  on e  of 
ba.ley  and  one  of  rice,  ill  lire  year)  about  8  dol. 
(1/  2s),  while  10  miles  distant  bom  the  port  the 
cost  of  similar  land  is  respectively  2  dol.  (5s.  6d.) 
and  4  dol.  (1  is.)- 

Waste  ground  can  be  cultivated  by  anyone 
who  chooses  to  pay  the  local  tax  upon  arable 
land.  Under  present  conditions  of  administration 
any  great  expansion  of  trade  appears  hopeless, 
but  if  ever  the  lime  ariives  when  more  enlightened 
ideas  prevail,  and  this  down-trodden  people  are 
given  a  fair  chance,  there  should  be  a  brilliant 
future  before  the  country.  It  says  much  for  the 
energy  of  the  Japanese  that  they  have  managed 
to  achieve  so  much,  and  they  would  achieve  more 
if  their  treatment  of  the  people  were  more  generous 
and  they  weie  less  grasping  in  the  profits  they 
expect  to  make  on  llieir  entei  puses.  They  have 
lecenlly  taken  a  step  in  the  light  direction  by 
organising  steamer  communication  on  a  small 
scale  to  non-treaty  ports  along  the  coast,  but  as 
ihey  have  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
Korean  flag,  which  their  coasting  steamers  are 
obliged  to  display,  and  to  make  use,  to  a  certain 
extent,  of  Korean  agents,  they  are  much  hampered 
in  their  movements.  .... 

While  the  condition  of  the  roads  in  the  interior 
remains  as  bad  as  it  "is,  the  Korean  Government 
could  do  no  wiser  llnng  than  to  encourage  the 
inter-port  trade,  which  is  growing  annually  and 
might  be  developed  enormously. 

The  impoit  trade  in  Fusan  is  almost  entirely  in 
Japanese  hands.  There  are  a  few  Chinese  firms 
established  in  the  port,  but  their  arrogant  treat- 
ment of  the  Koreans  has  ruined  their  business, 
and  they  are  practicaUy  boycotted. 

The  piece-goods  imported  are  chiefly  of  British 
origin,  but  miscellaneous  articles,  such  as  knives, 
scissors,    matches,   needles;  agricultural  imple 
ments,  such  as  hoes,  grass  knives;  iron  cooking 
pans,  nails  ;  perfumes,  soap,  and  so  forth,  are 
chiefly  of  Japanese  manufacture.     These  are,  of 
course,  much  inferior  to  the  European  article,  but 
they  can  be  sold  at  a  much  lower  price,  wliich  goes 
for  much  with  Korean  puichasers.    It  is  said  that 
the  low  rate  of  silver  accounts  in  great  measure 
for  the  successful  competition  of  Japanese  manu- 
factures with  those  of   foreign  oiigin,  and  the 
suggestion  seems    plausible;   but    whatever  the 
cause  ma'y  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  foreign  hard- 
ware and  miscellaneous  articles  are  being  ousted 
by  Japanese  cheap  labour.    Even   in  the  piece- 
goods  maiket  the  Japanese  are  beginning  to  com- 
pete willi  a  measure  of  success.    They  have  caie- 
fully  studied  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  are 
introducing  a  fabric  of  coarse  and  strong  texture 
which  is  specially  popular  amongst  the  women. 
Last  year  these  goods  represented  one-fourth  of 
the  total  import  of  foreign  shillings.    The  pio>- 
portion   of   Japanese  yarns,  again,  during  the 
same  petiod  10  British  and  Indian  yarns  was  as 
two  to  five. 

I  have  referred  in  my  trade  report  for  1892  to 
the  Japanese  fishing  industiy  in  these  waters,  and 
I  was  astonished  to  find  to  what  an  extent  it  is 
growing  at  Fusan.    There  are  at  present  more 
than  2,000  fishing  boats  registered  in  the  Fusan 
customs,  employing  about  8,000  men,  the  average 
earnings  of  each  man  per  year  being  about  200 
dol.  (27J.  10s.),  while  there  are  believed  to  be  in 
addition  some  300  boats  engaged  in  the  industry 
which  have  evaded  the  licensing  fees,  making  the 
net  earnings  of  the  whole  fleet  about  i,840,ooodol. 
(253,000/.)  a  year.    Most  of  the  fish  laken  by 
these  boats  are  dried  at  vaiious  places  along  the 
coast  and  taken  direct  to  Japan  without  payment 
of  expoi  l  duly,  and  the  amount  of  goods  thai  these 
vessels  are  enabled  to  carry  back"  to  the  non  treaty 
poits  would  make  a  very  substantial  addition  to 
the  revenue  returns  could  duty  be  collected  upon 
them.    It  is  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  1  eliahle 
information  concerning  the  native  shipping  plying 
between  Fusan  and  the  non-treaty  ports  along  the 
coast,  but  il  is  estimated  thai  there  are  300  boats 
engaged  in  the  transpoi  t  of  beans,  t  ice,  cow  hides, 
piece-goods,  &c,  from  the  treaty  port  to  the  Nak- 
long  River  (under  10  miles  from  Fusan),  by  wliich 
access  is  gained  to  a  point  some  20  or  30  miles 
from  T'Ai  ku,  the  capital  of  the  province. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  for  the  following  desci  iption  of  a  Korean 
junk  which  may  be  of  interest  to  some  readers. 
There  is  but  one  shape  of  Korean  seagoing 
craft,  which  differ  only  in  size  and  the  number 
of  masts  they  carry,  being  either  vessels  of  one 
or  two  masts;  a  three-masted  vessel  is  seldom 
seen.  The  average  dimensions  of  the  largest  type 
of  Korean  vessel  a.e  50  feel  long  by  18  feel  beam 
and  9  feel  draught.  They  cost  about  400  dol.  and 
carry  acrewof  30  men.  A  boat  40  feetby  14  feet  with 
a  di  aught  of  7  teel  costs  about  200  dol.  (37/.  to  30/.) 
and  requires  a  crew  of  about  20  men  to  work  her. 


The  vessels  are  of  the  roughest  desci  iption,  being 
built  of  roughly  hewn  planks  laid  length  ways, 
edge  lo  edge,  along  which  slots  are  cut  at  intervals 
of  "about  6  inches,  and  wooden  pins  driven  in  to 
keep  the  planks  in   place.     Several  bulk-heads 
divide  the  interior,    and  transverse  beams  run 
through  and  I  foot  beyond  the  vessel's  sides,  being 
fastened  on  the  outside  of    the    planking  with 
wooden  pegs.     The  sails  are  usually  made  of 
malting,  and  the  boats  being  flat  bottomed,  beat 
very  badly  to  windward,  while  they  are  so  loosely 
put  together  that  they  are  apt  to  go  to  pieces  in 
a  heavy  sea-way.    There  is  no  kind  of  insurance. 
The  charterer  takes  all  risks,  and  usually  accom- 
panies his  goods  to  their  destination  where  he 
employs   a  broker  to  dispose  of  them.  These 
brokers  are  called  Koek  Cffu,  and  are  not  neces- 
sai  ily  local  men  ;  their  charge  is  usually  5  per  cent. 
The  carrying  capacity  of  the  largest  junks  is  I,6oo 
bags  of  rice  or  beans,  each  bag  weighing  2  piculs 
or  266  lbs.,  making  a  capacity  of  about  200  tons, 
but  the  ordinary  junk  has  a  capacity  of  about  40 
tons.    The  freight  for  a  voyage  of  30  miles  is  about 
100  cash  or  20  c.  a  bag.    The  steamer  freight 
for  the  same  distance  is  less  than  half  that  rate. 
This  fact  alone  will  demonstrate  the  advantage  of 
steamer  communication  between  non  treaty  poits. 

For  the  reason  earlier  stated  there  is  a  deplor- 
able paucity  of  native  manufactures  in  the  district 
of  which  Fusan  is  the  pott;  indeed,  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  whole  of  Korea.  The  few  manufac- 
tures that  do  exist  are  either  official  monopolies,  01 
are  too  heavily  taxed  lo  admit  of  profitable  exten- 
sion. Amongst  them  may  be  enumerated  paper, 
which  enters  so  largely  into  the  category  of  articles 
of  Korean  domestic  use;  pipe-stems,  brass  pipe 
bowls,  and  rough  ware  of  various  kinds;  cotton 
piece-goods,  &c.  None  of  these  articles,  with  the 
exception  of  paper,  are  suitable  for  the  foreign 
maiket,  but  the  last  named  article  should  meet 
with  a  ready  sale  as  it  is  remarkably  tough  and 
durable.  I  have  referred  to  Korean  paper  at  some 
length  in  my  trade  repoi  t  for  1892,  so  it  is  unneces 
sary  to  deal  with  the  subject  on  this  occasion. 

I  might  call  attention  10  an  article,  viz.,  human 
hair,  that  might  possibly  be  in  demand  in  foreign 
markets  were  its  existence  more  generally  known 
The  Koreans  have  remarkably  fine  heads  of  hair 
and  they  put  iheir  "combings"  lo  a  use  that  I 
bave  never  seen  elsewhere.    A  very  large  number 
of  the  saddle  cloths  placed  under  the  packs  of  then 
ponies  are  made  of  hair  woven  into  coarse  mats  or 
bags,   and  the  halters  and  head-ropes   of  their 
animals  are  largely  composed  of  the  same  matei  lal. 
I  believe  thai  human  hair  is  largely  exported  f.  om 
China  to  Europe,  and  Korea  could  furnish  a  large 
and  cheap  supply  did  the  people  know  there  was 
a  demand  for  it.  .  . 

There  are  several  gold  mines  within  a  radius  o 
SO  miles  from  Fusan,  but  they  are  very  imperfectly 
worked.  Copper  has  been  found  close  to  the  port 
andwoiked  under  Japanese  auspices,  the  rough 
ore  being  smelted  in  the  Settlement,  but  the  results 
were  not  found  to  be  sufficiently  remunerative  and 
the  expeiient  was  abandoned. 

Coal  also  exists  in  considerable  quantities,  but 
with  the  Japanese  mines  so  near  it  is  doubtful 
whether  il  would  pay  to  extract. 

Wonsan. 

The  majority  of  the  rema.ks  made  above  apply 
to  the  porl  of  Wonsan,  where  I  spent  six  days,  but 
I  am  pleased  lo  be  able  to  report  that  the  prosper 
itv  of  the  port  appears  better  than  in  1891  when  I 
last  visited  it.     With  a  good  harvest,  of  which 
there  is  a  fair  promise,  the  trade  for  the  present 
year  should  show  an  increase.     Unlike  Fusan  the 
impoi  t  trade  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chinese  who  have  now  five  firms  established  there, 
all  of  which  made  money  in  1892,  though  .1  was 
considered  to  be  an  unprofitable  yea, .  Gold  forms 
an  important  item  in  the  expoit  list  at  Wonsan, 
and  so  large  a  quantity  is  carried  away  by  passen- 
gers without  being  dec+ared  at  the  customs  that  the 
Published  returns  do  not  afford  at  all  an  accurate 
indication  of  the  volume  of  trade.    The  Chinese, 
who,  unlike  their  fellow  countrymen  al  Fusan,  do 
all  the  silk  and  piece-goods  trade,  are  paid  111  gold- 
dust  which  is  said  to  be  supe.ior  to  that  which  is 
obtained  in  the  southern  provinces.   It  might  here 
be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  subject  ot  silk 
and  collon  piece-goods,  that  Japanese  silk  cannot 
compete  will.  Chinese  silk  in  the  Korean  market, 
and  that  the  popular  piece-goods  Mailt  is  bb  t>. 

I  do  not  know  who  are  the  manufacturers  of  the 
cotton  piece-goods  marked  FFF,  but  I  mention 
the  fact  to  show  that  when  a  certain  class  of  goods 
has  obtained  a  good  name  in  the  native  market 
it  is  apt  to  hold  its  own  against  all  competitors  if 
manufacturers  are  careful  to  keep  up  the  quality 
of  Iheir  goods.  A  single  hale,  however,  of  a  po- 
pular mailt  which  is  inferior  m  quality,  may  be 
the  death  warrant  of  the  a,  tide  in  question  At 
Fusan,  curiously  enough,  the  FFF  mark  is  almost 
unsaleable,  KK  being  the  popular  mark. 


In  Wonsan  and  its  vicinity  the  same  system  of 
vexatious  and  irregular  taxation  exists  as  at  Fu- 
san, a  tax  station  being  established  even  on  the 
jetly  at  which  goods  are  landed.  The  result  of 
this  taxation,  as  far  as  Wonsan  is  concerned,  has 
been  lo  divert  Ihe  trade  of  the  country  north  of 
that  port  to  the  Russian  frontier,  and  though  it  is 
impossible  to  secure  statistics  as  to  the  amount  of 
this  trade,  the  bulk  of  which  is  not  taken  cogni- 
sance of  by  the  customs  authorities  at  Kiang 
Heng,  Russian  Treaty  matt,  I  am  assured  on 
very  good  authority  that  it  is  considerable  and  that 
it  is  increasing.  It  is  encouraged,  I  am  told,  by 
the  Russian  authorities,  though  it  is  by  Chinese 
that  the  trade  is  conducted,  and  there  are  several 
large  firms  at  Viadivostock  who  do  a  fair  business 
with  Koreans  in  piece-goods  and  sundries,  that 
are  paid  for  in  gold  dust  or  exchanged  for  cattle 
hides  and  sundries,  some  of  which  are  brought  by 
junk  and  others  oveiland. 

1  was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  impoi  t  of  gold 
dust  into  Russian  territory  is  prohibited  in  order 
to  prevent  stealing  al  the  Russian  mines.  These 
mines  are  woiked  by  prisoners,  and  in  order  to 
guard  against  theft  it  has  been  found  necessaiy  to 
make  the  possession  of  gold  by  any  but  authorised 
persons  a  penal  offence.  Gold  dust  does  none  the 
less  find  its  way  in  large  quantities  into  Viadivo- 
stock, and  is  exported  by  Chinese  merchants. 

An  attempt  and  a  very  unsuccessful  one,  has 
been  recently  made  by  Japanese  meichanls  to  lap 
this  Russian  frontier  trade  by  running  two  small 
steamers  under  the  Korean  flag  from  Wonsan  lo 
the  coast  poits  between  that  place  and  the  Tumen 
River.  Theie  are  two  places  called  Pok  chon  and 
Kilchoo,  besides  other  smaller  ports,  at  which  these 
steamers  call  periodically,  doing  the  round  trip  in 
from  5  to  7  days.  They  lake  foreign  piece-goods 
which  are  consigned  by  Japanese  agents  stationed 
at  these  places,  and  bring  back  hempen  cloth, 
copper,  hides,  &c,  the  value  of  the  cargo  amount- 
ing to  between  10,000  dol.,  and  12,000  dol.  (about 
1,500/.)  a  trip. 

Here,  as  al  Fusan,  is  an  indication  of  the  im- 
portance of  opening  up  points  of  contact  by  deve- 
loping inter-port  trade. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment have  not  yet  carried  ojit  their  project  of 
opening  out  lite  port  of  Gaskevitch  close  to  ihe 
Tumen  River.  There  seems  lo  be  little  doubt  that 
ihe  opening  of  this  port  would  be  a  commercial 
gain  to  Korea,  and  the  political  advantages  lo  the 
Chinese  Government  are  too  obvious  lo  require 
comment.  In  a  few  years  at  the  outside,  Kirin  will 
be  in  direct  railway  communication  with  Peking. 
Gaskevitch  is  the  nearest  point  on  the  Pacific  side 
to  Kirin  ;  there  is  said  to  be  a  good  harbour  there 
free  of  ice  in  the  winter,  and  if  railway  communi- 
cation were  established  for  the  short  distance  be- 
tween Kirin  and  Gaskevitch,  not  only  would  it  be 
an  effectual  barrier  against  Russian  advance,  but 
would  tap  ihe  rich  markets  of  Chinese  Manchuria 
that  at  present  have  no  outlet  but  Newchwang, 
which  is  much  further  off  and  is  closed  by  ice  in 
the  winter. 

I  should  perhaps  explain  ihat  I  have  quoted  no 
statistics  of  trade  in  this  despatch  as  these  are 
tabulated  in  my  returns  of  trade  for  the  current 
year. 


IHE  FATALITY  AT  EIRAKUCHO, 
YOKOHAMA. 


I  n  au  EST. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  Tuesday  afternoon  in 
the  United  Slates  Consulate- General,  Yokohama, 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  John 
Moore,  a  corporal  of  Marines,  late  serving  on 
board  the  U.S.S.  Marion,  whose  charred  re- 
mains were  found  by  the  labourers  engaged  in 
clearing  away  the  debris  of  the  late  fire  at  the 
Yoshiwara,  on  Monday  afternoon,  as  already  re- 
lated. The  U.S.  Consul-General,  N.  W.  Mclvor, 
Esq.,  presided,  and  wilh  him  sat  Messrs.  E. 
W.  Tilden  and  G.  W.  Bramhall,  as  Associates. 
Messrs.  J.  D.  Hepburn  and  F.  H.  Olmstead  were 
also  summoned,  but  llieir  presence  was  excused. 

Mr.  Mclvor  said  that  the  inquiry  was  necessitat- 
ed through  the  finding  of  a  dead  body  al  the 
scene  of  the  fire  which  occurred  on  the  morning  of 
ihe  2nd  April,  in  Yokohama,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  be  that  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  of 
Marines  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Kawakata  Haruki,  Police  Inspector,  stated  that 
the  police  inspector  who  had  official  knowledge 
of  ihe  fire  was  absent  in  Tokyo,  as  was  also  the 
Chief  Inspector.  The  constables  were  also  absent 
on  duty.  As  an  official,  he  knew  generally 
about  the  fire  on  the  2nd  Api  il.  It  took  place  at 
Eiialtucho,  Yokohama.  So  far  is  as  known  about 
fifty  houses  were  burnt  down. 

Ogo  Toyo,  a  middle-aged  woman,  sworn,  de- 
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posed  to  her  home  being  deslioyed  by  the  fire.. 
Continuing,  she  said — There  was  an  American 
Mai  ine  in  my  house  before  the  fire  bi  oke  out.    I  do 
not  know  his  name;  but  I  know  that  he  belonged 
to  the  U.S.  man-of-war  Marion.     When  he  came 
up  to  the  bar  in  my  house,  I  asked  him  for  the 
name  of  the  ship  to  which  lie  belonged.  He 
answered,  "The  Marion."     This  was  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning.     The  fire  bioke  out  about 
half  past  one.      I  saw  him  between  these  times 
He  was  in  bed  at  the  linn:  the  fiie  occurred.    I  saw 
the  deceased  carry  the  girl,  now  in  Court,  out  of 
the  house.   Then  he  1  etui  ned  and  fetched  the  girl's 
bedding  and   clothes,  and  again  went  back  to 
fetch  some   other  articles.      I   told  him  that  he 
must  not  go  back  again  as  the  house  was  on  fire  and 
it  was  dangerous.     He  replied  that  he  had  forgot 
ten  his  own  clothes,  and  must  go  back  to  fetel 
them.     I  never  saw  him  again.     The  conversation 
just  reported  took  place  in  my  own   room  down- 
stairs.    The  room  from  which  he  brought  the  girl 
was  on  the  same  level,  downstairs,  as  mine,  but  it 
was  in  the  rear,  while  mine  was  in  front.    The  dis- 
tance between  the  rooms  was  about  16  yards.  The 
rear  portion  of  the  house  was  burning  at  the  time 
of  the  conversation.      It  was  towards  the  burning 
end  of  the  house  that  the  deceased  went.  The 
room  in  which  we  stood  was  full  of  smoke,  and  I 
warned  deceased  that  to  return  to  the  back  room 
was  dangeious.    But  he  replied  that  it  was  not  far 
away  and  he  must  gel  his  clolhes.    The  girl  and  I 
escaped  from  the  house  directly  afterwards  through 
the  foreign  entrance.    There  are  two  entrances  to 
the  house,  one  for  Japanese  the  other  for  foreigners. 
The  deceased  might  have  escaped  from  the  Japan- 
ese entrance  easily.     It  was  near  the  foreign  en- 
liauceand  on  the  same  side.     The  entire  house 
was  destroyed  by  the  fire.   The  roof  fell  in  directly 
after  the  deceased  left  me  to  go  back  to  the  rear 
room.    I  went  to  the  scene  of  the  fire  at  day- 
light,   but  I    did  not    see  any    human  remains 
that  time.    The  central  beam  of  the   house  was 
then   burning.     I  went  again  to  the  scene  of  the 
fire  because  I  was  told    that  three  women  had 
been  burned,  and  I  was  asked  to  go  and  see  the 
remains.    I  then  saw  the  head  of  a  dead  body. 
The  place  was  measured  and  it  was  found  that  the 
spot  where  the  head  was  lying  was  formerly  room 
No.  5.    I  then  knew  that  it  could  not  be  the  head 
of  a  woman.    The  police  made  the  measurements, 
and  they  afterwards  told  me  that  the  three  women 
reported  burned  were  rescued  and  placed  in  an- 
other house. 

How  do  you  know  that  it  could  not  be  the  head 
of  a  woman  which  you  saw  ? — Because  it  lay  where 
room  No.  5  used  to  be,  and  that  was  the  room 
where  the  foreigner  went  to  fetch  away  his  clothes. 
Besides,  the  foreigner  could  not  be  found  after 
the  fire. 

Were  there  no  persons  in  the  house,  other  than 
this  foreigner,  when  the  roof  fell  in  ?— There  were 
three  or  four  persons  in  the  house  when  the  con- 
versation I  have  mentioned  took  place,  but  they 
all  escaped  I  think. 

Were  there  any  other  men  in  the  place  at  the 
time,  besides  this  foreigner? — The  persons  I  have 
just  mentioned  were  maid-servants;  all  the  girls 
escaped. 

Were  there  any  other  men  in  the  house  at  that 
time? — There  was  no  other  man  in  the  back  of  the 
house  except  the  deceased  at  that  lime.  The  per- 
sons in  front  of  the  building  all  escaped. 

Continuing,  witness  said  she  had  been  shown  a 
photograph  of  the  man  Moore  that  day.  It  was 
shown  her  by  Mr.  McCance  and  the  doctor  of  the 
man's  vessel.  She  recognised  the  photograph  as 
being  that  of  the  man  with  whom  she  held  the  con- 
versation on  the  morning  of  the  fire.  It  was  the 
same  man  as  that  who  left  her  to  go  back  for  his 
clolhes  in  the  rear  room  of  the  burning  house. 
The  girl  in  Court  was  present  with  her  whan  the 
man  held  the  before-mentioned  conversation. 

Ito  Tsuiu,  20  years  of  age,  sworn,  deposed 
to  being  in  the  Kogetsu  on  the  morning  of 
the  2nd  April.  It  was  owned  by  the  last  witness 
and  I  lived  in  the  house.  I  saw  a  United  States 
Marine  there  that  morning.  I  was  (old  by  others 
that  he  was  a  Marine  of  the  United  Stales  Navy. 
The  man  was  in  uniform — a  daik  coat  with 
stripes  on  the  sleeve,  and  blue  trowsers.  There 
were  stripes  near  the  cuffs  and  two  triangulat 
stripes  above  the  elbow.  I  saw  the  man  when  he 
entered  the  house  at  one  o'clock;  within  thirty 
minutes  the  house  was  on  fire.  The  man  carried 
me  out  of  the  room  into  the  hall,  and  then  went 
back  and  fetched  my  dresses  and  bedding.  I 
was  present  when  the  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween the  man  and  the  last  witness  after  the  house 
had  caught  fire.  After  the  conversaiion  the  man 
went  back  to  the  room  from  whence  he  had  car- 
ried me.  This  room  lay  at  the  back  of  the  house 
and  was  burning  at  that  time. 

Dr.  F.  B.  Stephenson,  of  the  U.S.S.  Marion, 
sworn,  deposed— I  am  a  naval  surgeon  and  also  a 


regular  pi  editing  physician.    I  have  examined  the 
remains  of  ■  human  being   found  at  ttle  site  of 
the  Cue  on  the  2nd  insl.     I  was  able  to  form  the 
opinion  thai  they  weie  those  of  a  man,  but  whelhei 
of  a  Japanese  or  a  foreigner  I  cannot  say.     I  have 
spoken  to  the  first  witness,  and  at  that  lime  had 
a  photograph   of  the  man   J.    Mooie.     It  was 
clear  photograph  and  a  good  likeness.     I  presented 
it  to  the  fiist  witness  for  purpose!  of  identification. 
She  identified  it  positively  as  being  die  man  will 
whom  she  had  had  a  conversation  dining  the  time 
her  house  was  burning.     I   have  made  some  1 
vestigation  into  the  mailer,  as  an  officer  of  the  ship 
fo  which  the  man  belonged.    I  believe  the  lemains 
tound  111  (he  ruins  of  the  burnt  building  to  be  those 
of  the  man  J.  Moore.    The  deceased  was  a  corporal 
of  M  arines  on  boai  d  die  Marion.  I  think  a  coi  poral 
of  Marines  wears  two  stripes  upon  his  sleeve  to 
indicate  his  rank.    Caps  similar  to  those  worn  by 
members  of  his  corps  were  shown   to  the  women, 
but  nothing  was  found.    The  remains  were  ab- 
solutely unidentifiable.    There  were  no  limbs  left 
and  only  a  few  inches  of  the  thigh  remained  upon 
the  trunk.    I  saw  the  remains  on  (he  spot  where 
they  were  found.    There  were  no  wounds,  frac- 
tures, or  marks  upon  them  by  which  anyone  could 
recognise  (hem  as  being  (hose  of  any  particular 
person . 

This  concluded  the  evidence. 
The  Court  found  from  the  evidence  produced 
before  it  that  the  remains  found  at  the  scene  of 
the  fire  were  those  of  J.  Moore,  a  Marine  in  the 
United  States  service,  and  that  he  died  in  Yoko- 
hama on  the  2nd  April,  the  cause  of  death  being 
suffocation  and  burning,  and  that  death  was  acci- 
dental. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  March  15th. 
The  sixth  edition  of  "The  Mikado's  Empire" 
will  he  issued  next  month  by  Harper  Bros.,  and 
"Japan  in  1894,"  in  which   is  told  with  vigour 
the  story  of  the  part  which  "foreign  employes" 
have  played  in   the  development  of  New  Japan. 
The  modesty  of  the  author  prevents  the  inser- 
tion of  his  own  name  among  those  of  influential 
yatoi  to-j'in  ;  but,  undoubtedly,  the  name  of  Giiffis 
should   be  added  lo  the    iole  of  honour.  The 
chapter  on  Japan  in  Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopedia, 
volume  for  1893,  was,  as  usual,  written  by  D 
Giiffis.    He  is  also  the  author  of  "  Brave  Little 
Holland,"   soon  to  be  published  by  Houghton 
Mifflin  and  Co. 

The  following  item  is  taken  from  news  of  the 
University  of  Chicago  :—"  Monday  and  Saturday 
afternoons  the  public  interested  in  the  study  of 
religions  are  admitted  to  Walker  Museum,  where 
a  very  large  and  complete  collection  of  the  religious 
objects  of  Shintoism,  the  native  religion  of  Japan, 
is  on  exhibition.  Professors  Starr  and  Goodspeed' 
and  Mr.  Edmund  Buckley  are  present  on  these 
afternoons  to  explain  the  objects." 

Mr.  Fred  Sale,  from  Yokohama,  has  just  spent 
'   Mr.  and  Mrs.  " 


a  few  days  in  this  city  with 
Allen. 

The  followi 


C.  B. 
Ill 


g  item  comes  from  Peoria, 
The  Manhattan  distillery  will  start  up  to-morrow 
morning  on  a  final  test  of  the  Takamine  process 
of  distilling,  on  which  the  whisky  trust  has  an 
option.  Tests  heretofore  made,  while  showing 
good  results,  have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory. 
But  Mr.  Takamine,  the  Japanese  chemist,  claims 
that  he  has  never  had  a  fair  chance.  Now  the 
Manhattan  will  be  turned  over  to  him,  and  will 
run  on  1,400  bushels  a  day. 

Mr.  John  H.  Mulligan,  of  Kentucky,  has  been 
appointed  U.S.  Consul-Geueral  at  Apia,  Samoa. 

The  Postal  and  Cable  Confeience,  recently  in 
session  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  unanimously 
adopted  a  resolution  in  favour  of  a  Pacific  cable 
from  Australia  (Bi  isbane)  to  New  Zealand,  Samoa, 
Fanning  Island,  Sandwich  Islands  and  Vancouver. 
"It  is  stated  that  this  route  is  likely  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Governments  of  the  United  States, 
Germany,  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Canada." 

Everything  is  reported  quiet  now  on  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands.  "Business  has  taken  the  place 
of  politics."  The  number  of  steerage  passengers 
from  Canada  and  the  Stales  to  Honolulu  has 
grown  so  large  that  the  Provisional  Government, 
fearing  that  these  adventurers  might  be  the  hire- 
lings of  Liliuokalani's  recruiters,  have  taken  mea- 
sures to  prevent  such  undesirable  immigration. 
The  Annexation  Club  has  been  disbanded,  and  ibe 
Union  Party  organized  in  its  place.  Hon.  F.  M. 
Hatch,  formerly  Vice-President  and  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Advisory  Council,  has  been  appointed 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  relieve  President 
Dole,  who  found  one  office  sufficiently  onerous. 


The  labour  question  is  troublesome,  and  is  uii  1  lug 
up  the  Chinese,  lite  Japanese,  and  Hie  Portuguese, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy  Heibeit,  in  .eply  to  (he 
Bbiilelle  resolution  asking  ihs  authority  for  plac- 
ing the  naval  foices  of  the  United  Slates  under 
Hi.  Older  of  "Paramount  Commissioner"  Blount, 
has  shown,  by  a  long  airay  of  precedents,  that 
die  President,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  "Com- 
mander-in-Chief" of  the  Army  and  Navy,  wan 

warranted  in  preventing  a  clash  of  authority  by 

giving  the  supreme  command  to  Blount. 

The  Senate  Sub-Commitlee  has  made  a  great 
many  changes  in  the  Wilson  Bill,  coal,  iron,  and 
sugai  are  taken  off  the  free  list,  and  are  charged 
with  a  small  duly  (on  sugar,  for  instance,  one 
cent  per  pound).  There  is  a  new  provision,  "  that 
twelve  months' notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Ha- 
waiian Government  of  the  termination  of  the 
tieaty  of  1875.  The  income  tax  feature  is  retained 
but  will  be  bitterly  assaulted  by  Hill  and  other 
Democratic  Senators. 

In  Rio  Janeiro  and  the  hay  the  yellow  fever 
spiead  so  rapidly  that  all  the  foreign  commanders, 
except  the  U.S.  Admiral  Benham,  left  the  hai  hour 
for  safer  localities.  After  the  election  of  a  civilian 
to  the  office  of  President,  the  insurgents  were 
weakened  by  several  defeclions.  On  the  loth  inst. 
il  was  confidently  expected  that  a  decisive  engage- 
ment would  take  place:  but  on  the  12th  Admiral 
da  Gama,  seeking  asylum  on  a  Portuguese  man- 
of-war,  offeied  to  surrender,  provided  that  he  and 
his  followers  were  guaranteed  protection  against 
punishment.  President  Peixoto,  however,  with  a 
most  "  vindictive  attitude,"  refused  to  accept  any- 
thing except  "  unconditional  surrender,"  and 
opened  fire  on  the  rebel  fleet,  which  at  o.ice  struck 
colouis.  Admiral  da  Gama  and  his  officers  found 
refuge  on  various  foreign  men-of-war:  Admiral  de 
Mello,  however,  has  not  yet  surrendered.  But  it 
is  very  likely  that  the  "  revolution  "  is  now  prac- 
tically at  an  end. 

When  this  news  reached  New  York  City,  there 
was  a  collapse  in  the  "coffee  boom,"  and  many 
speculators  were  caught. 

The  people  of  the  United  Stales,  regardless  of 
political  opinion,  are  united  in  admiration  of  the 
remarkable  career  of  William. Ewart  Gladstone. 

Land  Commissioner  Lamoreaux  has  recently 
made  a  decision  which  involves  enormous  private 
interests.  He  claims  that  the  Portage  Lake  Canal 
Company,  which  in  1851  purchased  certain  lands 
from  the  Government,  has  also  seized  property  to 
which  it  was  not  entitled.  These  lands  in  dispute 
include  some  of  the  most  valuable  mining  districts 
of  the  Gogebie  range. 

Associate  Justice  Jackson,  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  is  in  feeble  health,  and  may  not  be  able 
to  resume  his  seat  on  the  bench.  He  hails  from 
Tennessee,  and,  though  a  Democrat,  was  appoint- 
ed by  ex-President  Harrison. 

Congressman  Wilson  is  still  sick  in  Mexico,  but 
is  improving  gradually. 

Hon.  N.  C.  Blanchard,  of  Shreveport,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  to  fill 
Justice  White's  place  till  the  Legislature  elects  a 
successor.  Mr.  Blanchard  is  now  serving  his  sixth 
term  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Congressman  Edward  F.  Demphy,  of  New 
York  City,  has  resigned  from  the  Tammany 
General  Committee,  and  makes  serious  accusa- 
tions of  political  sins  against  that  famous  (in- 
famous?) organization.  If  only  the  power  of 
Tammany  could  be  broken  ! 

The  Iowa  Senate  has  passed  the  Carpenter  Lo- 
cal Option  Bill  which  allows  any  country  or  city 
having  a  population  of  5,000  to  take  a  vote  on  the 
question  of  licensing  (lie  sale  of  liquor.  In  South 
Dakota  also  "prohibition  gets  a  back-set,"  as  per 
the  following  clipping  : — 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  March  5.— Another  black  eye  has 
been  given  to  the  State  prohibitory  law  by  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  October,  1891,  the  prohibitionists 
brought  suit  again  the  Sioux  Falls  Brewing-  Company 
under  the  State  law  for  manufacturing  liquors.  The  Lower 
Court  granted  the  injunction  which  was  asked  for,  declared 
the  plant  a  nuisance,  and  ordered  its  abatement,  necessi- 
tating the  destruction  of  some  $40,000  woith  i  f  property. 
I  he  company  gave  bonds,  carried  the  case  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  where  the  decision  of  the  Lower  Court  lias  just  been 
reversed.  The  brewing  company  now  intends  to  enlarge 
its  plant  here,  giving  employment  to  probably  100  men. 

Ex-President  Harrison  is  now  delivering  at 
Lelaud  Stanford  University  his  course  of  lectures 
on  constitutional  law. 

There  is  a  lepoit,  but  it  is  not  yet  verified,  that 
Philip  D.  Armour,  of  this  city,  intends  to  give 
$500,000  to  the  San  Francisco  public  schools  for 
the  establishment  of  a  manual  training  school. 

Rev.  T.  De  Witt  Talmage  has  withdrawn  his 
resignation,  and  will  continue  as  pastor  of  the 
Brooklyn  Tabernacle. 

After  fifty  years  of  seperation,  the  Northern  and 
the  Southern  Methodists  in  St.  Louis  sat  down  to 
a  joint  love-feast  and  communion-service. 

A  large  delegation  from  the  Reformed  Presby- 
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terian  Church  lias  appeared  before  tlie  Senate  Judi- 
ciary Committee  to  advocate  tlie  recognition  of 
God  in  the  Constitution. 

In  and  about  Chicago  there  are  five  places  where 
the  spirit  of  religious  unity  has  so  far  overcome  the 
sectarian  prejudice  that  people  have  been  able  to 
come  together  "  for  the  worship  of  a  common 
Father  on  the  basis  of  a  common  brotherhood." 
One  such  "union  chinch"  (at  Tracy)  has  pros- 
pered for  22  years. 

The  subject  of  the  taxation  of  church  property 
lias  been  revived  in  a  sermon  by  Rev.  M.  C. 
Peters,  pastor  of  the  Bloomingdale  Reformed 
Church  of  New  York  City.  He  claims  that,  in 
this  country  at  least,  "  the  divorce  between  Church 
and  Slate  ought  to  be  absolute." 

The  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union  is 
holding-  a  "missionary  conference"  in  this  city 
with  tlie  object  of  enlightening  the  public  concern- 
ing the  work  and  thus  obtaining  larger  subscrip- 
tions. The  "  hard  times  "  have  seriously  disturbed 
mission  finances.  Among  the  speakers  at  this  con- 
ference  are  Dr.  H.  C.  Mabie,  who  visited  Japan  in 
1890,  and  Rev.  J.  R.  Goddard,  of  the  Chinese 
mission. 

The  Central  Relief  Association  of  this  city  has 
published  a  report,  which  shows  that,  up  to  the 
10th  inst.,  it  had  expended  over  $100,000;  it  also 
issued  an  appeal  for  more  funds.  The  pleasant 
weather  thus  far  in  March  has,  of  course,  decreased 
somewhat  the  amount  of  suffering:  but,  if  as  is 
likely,  the  month  "  goes  out  like  a  lion,"  there  w'" 
be  further  call  for  public  charity. 

This  morning's  papers  announce  that  the  South 
Chicago  plant  of  the  Illinois  Still  Company  will 
be  re  opened  next  Monday  (19th)-  At  first  the 
works  will  not  be  run  at  full  capacity,  but  will 
give  employment  to  more  than  2,000  men. 

All  the  unsold  admission  tickets  (about  3,500,000 
in  number)  to  the  World's  Fair  have  been  sold 
for  §11,000;  and  a  large  number  of  abandoned 
exhibits  have  been  sold  at  auction.  The  old  tickets 
will  make  good  souvenirs.  Bids  have  also  been 
received  on  the  buildings  which  remain.  Tlie 
largest  sum  offered  for  the  immense  Manufactures 
Building  was  $10,000  :  the  highest  bid  for  twenty 
buildings  was  only  $15,601  ;  while  one  bid  for  the 
ten  main  buildings  was  $15,160.  "  How  are  the 
mighty  fallen  !  " 

The  Kananha  Valley  coal  region  in  West  Vir 
ginia  is  quiet  again  after  the  trouble  pi ecipitated 
by  rioting  miner?. 

The  Indian  Creek  reservoir  in  Idaho  broke  yes 
terday,  and  swept  away  thousands  of  dollars  of 
propeity.  The  settlers,  having  been  warned  in 
time,  managed  to  escape. 

The  jury  in  the  Coughlin  case,  after  a  delibera 
tion  of  five  hours,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  "  not 
guilty."  They  all  thought  the  testimony  so  con 
Aiding  as  to  leave  a  "  reasonable  doubt  "  of  guilt, 
and  thus  to  force  them  to  an  acquittal.  Popular 
opinion  generally  condemns  the  verdict,  and  oc- 
casionally accuses  the  jury  :  but  most  people 
believe  the  verdict,  at  least  honest,  if  not  just. 
There  is  also  a  query,  whether,  if  Dan  Coughlin 
is  innocent,  Bonrke  and  O'Sullivan,  who  died  in 
prison,  suffered  unjustly.  And  another  question 
is  ;__««  Who  did  kill  Dr.  Cronin  ?  " 

Application  will  be  made  to-day  to  the  Illinois 
Supreme  Court  for  a  writ  of  supersedeas  in  the 
case  of  Prendergast. 

At  a  recent  dog  show  in  this  city  a  Japan  spaniel 
*'  Fujiyama  "  was  greatly  admired,  and  gained  a 
prize. 


Problem  No.  117. 
By  J.  G.  Chancellor. 


  ^^^^B^^^^ 


In  the  individual  encounter  between  Mr.  Hodges 
and  Mr.  Pillsbury,  the  former  was  the  winner  of  a 
very  finely-played  game.  Appended  is  the  score, 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  New  Orleans 
Times  Democrat : — 

Ruy  Lopbz. 

WHITE. 


While  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 

Local  affairs  appear  to  have  subsided  into  calm 
after  the  excitement  of  last  week,  and  nothing  is 
doing  in  the  Yokohama  Chess  Club  beyond  some 
friendly  tussles  on  the  usual  Chess-nights  between 
the  old  habitues.   

Recurring  for  a  moment  to  the  Tokyo-Yoko 
hama  match  of  30th  ult.  it  is  noteworthy  that  not 
a  single  draw  was  scored,  both  sides  playing  in 
deadly  earnest  to  win — Yokohama  standing  firm 
to  maintain  its  previous  record  and  Tokyo  doing 
its  utmost  to  reverse  the  former  decision.  Another 
special  feature  upon  which  we  congratulate  all 
concern  ed  is  the  fact  that  in  both  matches  the 
whole  forty  games  gave  rise  to  no  single  appeal  to 
the  umpire;  so  correct  and  friendly  was  the  play 
all  round.  May  we  see  many  such  contests  in 
future  seasons. 

END-GAME  No.  4. 
The  following  amusing  ending  to  one  of  the 
handicap  games  at  the  Newcastle  Chess  Club  oc- 
curied  between  two  well-known  local  players, 
Messrs.  W.  S.  Vaughan  and  R.  J.  Leeson.  Mr. 
Vaughan,  who  had  conceded  the  odds  of  pawn 
and  move  at  starting,  played  the  black  pieces, 
and  found  himself  in  the  unfortunate  position 
diagrammed  below,  but  with  a  bold  little  pawn 
within  one  step  of  queening 

WHITE  (MR.  LEESON)  TO  PLAY. 


Mr.  Hodges, 

1 —  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  to  Kt  5 

4 —  B  takes  Kt  b 

5—  P  to  Q  Kt  3 

6—  B  to  Kt  2 

7—  P  to  Q  3 

8—  Q  Kt  to  Q  2 

9—  Kt  to  B  4 

10 —  Castles 

11—  K  Kt  to  Q  2 

12—  P  to  Q  R  4 

13—  P  to  R  5 

14—  Q  to  K  2 

15—  V  to  K  B  3 

16—  Kt  to  K  3 

17—  Kt  (Q  2)  to  B  4 

18—  B  to  B  3 

19—  Q  R  to  Kt  sq.  d 

20—  P  to  Q  Kt  4 

21—  Q  to  K  sq 

22—  K  toR  sq 

23—  P  takes  P 

24—  B  to  Q  Kt  4 

25—  Q  takes  B 

26—  P  takes  P 

27—  Q  to  B  5 

28—  P  to  R  6 

29—  Kt  to  K  $g 

30 —  Kt  takes  P  ch  h 

31 —  Kt  takes  R  dis.  ch 

32—  Q  to  K  B  8ch. 

33—  Cj  to  Q  Kt  8 

34 —  K  takes  P  ch. 

35—  P  to  R  7 

36—  Q  takes  R 

37—  K  to  Q  Kt  sq. 

38—  Q  to  Q  B  7  ch. 

39 —  Q  to  K  7  ch 

40—  Kt  to  B  5  ch 
-Q  to  Kt  4  ch 


BLACK. 
Mr.  Pillsbury. 
i  — P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  P  to  K  Kt  3  a 

4—  Q  P  takes  B 

5—  B  to  Kt  2 

6—  Q  to  K  2 
7_p  to  Q  B  4 
8_p  to  Q  B  3 

9—  P  to  B  3 

10—  B  to  K  3 

1 1—  P  to  K  Kt  4  c 

12—  P  to  K  R  4 

13—  B  to  K  B  sq 

14—  P  to  R  5 

15—  Kt  to  R  3 

16—  Kt  to  B  2 

17—  R  to  R  2 

18—  Kt  to  Rsq. 

19—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

20—  Kt  to  B  5 

21—  Q  to  Q  2 

22 —  Caslles(Q  R)  e 

23 —  B  lakes  P 

24 —  B  takes  B 

25—  P  to  Kt  5 

26—  B  takes  P 

27 —  K  to  Kt  sq. 

28—  Q  to  K  3/ 

29 —  P  to  Kt  3 

30 —  K  to  B  2 

31—  K  takes  Kt 

32—  K  to  Q  2 

33—  Kt  to  B  3 

34—  P  takes  R 

35 —  R  takes  P 

36—  B  to  K  7 

37—  K  to  B  4 

38—  Q  to  B  3 

39—  K  to  Q  5 

40—  K  to  B  6 
41  — K  lakes  P 


CHESS. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  theCHMs  Kvttbft.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Mekropole  on  Fiidays  fiom  I  to  II  p.m. 

Solution  or  Probi.rm  No.  115. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  Q  X  P  (ch.)  1  — K  X  Q 

2—  Kt  (K  B  7)  10  Q  6  (ch.)  2— K  X  Kt 

3—  P  to  B  4  (ch.)  3— K  X  Kt 

4 —  P  to  K  8,  becoming  a  Kt 

(mate). 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Shogi  (of  whom 
it  is  an  old  acquaintance),  W.H.S.,  Digamma, 
Omega  ("an  excellent  study,"  "  fine  strategy  "), 
J.D.,  and  J.W.E. 

A  Blackburne  Sympathiser. — The  Black 
pawn  unfortunately  placed  on  K  3  instead  of  K  6. 
Please  also  note  that  conundrums  are  not  our  forte. 


41-  . 

42 —  P  to  Kt  2  ch 

And  Mr.  Pillsbury  resigns. 
Notes. 

a  One  of  the  tenative  or  counter-attacking  moves,  says  the 
new  edition  of  Chess  Openings,  which  have  the  disadvantage  of 
making  the  defence  more  difficult  against  strong  play. 

b  More  usual  here  is  4  P  to  Q  4,  P  takes  P  ;  J  Kt  takes  P,  B 
to  Kt  a  ;  6  B  to  K  3,  Kt  to  B  3  ;  Kt  to  Q  B  3,  &c. 

c  To  prevent  la  P  to  K  B  4,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pave  the 
way  for  a  dangerous  King's  side  attack. 

d  An  excellent  and  far-calculated  move  that,  as  it  turns  out 
has  the  effect  of  neutralising  the  adverse  attack  on  the  King's 

fla0  m-iudged.  Buth  halting  in  the  carrying  out  of  his  own 
assault,  and  bringing  his  King  directly  into  the  teeth  of  a 
menaced  attack.  Much  better  would  have  been  aa.  .  .  P  to  Q 
Kt  4;  33  P  takes  P  en  passant,  R  P  takes  V 

fit  instead  .8    .    .   .    P  to  Q  Kt  3,  then  a,  Kt  takes  P,  P 
takes  Kt ;  30  R  takes  P  ch,  K  to  K  sq ;  31  R  to  Kt  7.  and  wins. 
e  Decisive.    Black  has  no  satisfactory  reply. 
h  The  text  move  is  good  enough,  but,  as  Delmar  pointed  out. 
the  best  continuation  is  30  R  takes  P,  P.  takes  R  ;  31  Q  takes  P 
ch.  K  to  B  sq  (best)  3a  P  to  R.  7.  and  wins. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


black  (mk.  vaughan). 
Hope  springs  eternal,"  and  Black  heeded  not 
While's  apparently  harmless  move  I  K  to  B  3,  nor 
the  Machiavellian  smile  which  accompanied  it. 
•'Things  which  are  equal  to  the  same  '  should ' 
be  equal  to  one  another,"  and  Black  proceeded  to 
equalise  the  forces  by  P  to  B  8  (a  Queen)  ;  wheie- 
npon  White  administered  the  coup  de  grace 
lhusly-2  6  to  B  2  ch,  K.  to  K.  sq.;  3  Q  to  Q  2 
mate!  A  burst  of  laughter  arose  horn  the  on- 
lookers, and  the  vanquished  appeared  to  enjoy  the 
joke  as  much  as  the  victor. 

Paulsen  once, after  an  hour's  deliberation,  moved 
his  King  one  square  ;  whereupon  a  lady  spectator 
obseived  "  that  it  seemed  a  great  time  for  such  a 
1  it  tie  move."  Kolisch  against  Medley  in  1862 
took  two  hours  for  three  moves!  Well  might 
Harrwitz  exclaim,  "  Dis  is  not  de  Chess  play  but 
de  analysis."  Clocks,  and  glasses  with  the  sands 
of  time,  have  now  put  an  end  to  such  excessive 
slow  play. 

NEW  YORK  TOURNEY. 
The  play  in  the  New  York  "impromptu"  tour- 
ney was  brought  to  a  conclusion  on  Saturday, 
December  23,  the  first  prize  being  won  by  Mr. 
Pillsbury,  with  a  score  of  7  out  of  possible  9;  the 
secon  d  by  Mr.  Hodges,  with  6;  the  third  by  Mr. 
Showallei  ,  with  5I ;  and  the  fourth  by  Mr.  Albin, 
with  5.  The  semes  of  tlie  other  six  players  were 
as  follow  :— J.  W.  Baird  and  Halpein,  each  4!  ; 
D.  G.  Baiid,  4;  Eltlinger  and  Hanhani,  each  3; 
and  Delmar, 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  April  1. 

The  French  Government  has  selected  three 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  new  trial 
of  the  Phra  Yot  case. 

The  Government  of  Spain  is  sending  troops 
to  the  Philippines  owing  to  a  ferment  there 
amongst  the  natives. 

London,  April  3. 
The  conclusion  of  the  Austro-Russian  treaties 
of  commerce  is  due  to  the  personal  intervention 
of  the  Czar,  which  is  regarded  as  an  important 
indication  of  progress  towards  an  Austro-Rus- 
sian rapprochement.  It  is  stated  that  the  com- 
mercial agreement  between  the  three  empires 
will  probably  be  followed  by  a  pacific  under- 
standing permitting  the  suspension  of  military 
preparations. 

London,  April  4. 

Another  bomb  outrage  has  occurred  in  Paris, 
opposite  the  Senate,  and  three  persons  are  seri- 
ously injured. 

At  a  Parnellite  Convention  in  Dublin  it  was 
resolved  that  the  duty  of  the  Nationalist  Party 
was  to  force  a  dissolution. 

(Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail.") 
[From  the  '.*  N.-C.  Daily  News." 


London,  March  28. 
The  Emperor  Francis  Joseph  will  shortly 


April  7,  1894.] 
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visit  the  Emperor  William,  now  staying  at 
Abazzia,  and  persistent  reports  are  current  that 
a  meeting  will  be  arranged  between  the  Czar 
and  the  Emperor  William  next  autumn. 

The  Times'  correspondent  quotes  statements 
from  various  sources,  including  private  remarks 
by  the  King  of  Denmark,  showing  that  Austria, 
Russia,  Germany,  and  Italy,  are  favourable  to 
a  policy  of  retrenchment  in  the  matter  of  mili- 
tary outlay.  It  is  believed  that  France  will  not 
object  to  join  in  the  common  action  of  the 
Powers  to  effect  this  purpose. 

March  29. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Verney  Lovett 
Cameron,  the  African  explorer. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Miniro-Feiguson  has  been  reelected 
for  Leith. 

March  30. 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  has  been  reelected  for 
Hawick. 

Sir  Charles  Russell,  Attorney-General,  has 
given  notice  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  in 
troduce  a  bill  to  legalise  the  award  of  the  Behring 
Sea  Commissioners  to  regulate  future  sealing 
in  those  waters. 

[Camiron,  Verney  Lovett,  C.B.,  D.C.L.,  son  of  the  Rev.  Jona- 
than Henry  Lovett  Cameron,  now  vicar  of  Shoreham,  is  a 
native  of  Radipole,  Weymouth,  Dorsetshire,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Bruton,  Somersetshire.  He  was  appointed  Naval 
Cadet  in  Aug.  1857;  Midshipman  in  (an.  i860;  Sub-Lieuten- 
ant in  Aug.  1863;  Lieutenant  in  Oct.  1865;  and  Commander 
in  July,  1876.  Between  Nov.  1872,  and  April,  1876,  Lieutenant 
Cameron  was  engaged  in  that  exploration  of  Africa  which  has 
made  his  name  so  familiar  to  the  British  public.  He  is  the 
first  Englishman  or  European  traveller  who  has  crossed  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  African  continent  in  its  central  latitudes 
beyond  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Tanganyika  to  the  Atlantic 
sea  coast  of  Lower  Guinea.  He  left  England  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  in  charge  of  the 
East  Coast  Livingstone  Search  Expedition.  After  discovering 
that  Dr.  Livingstone's  death  had  destroyed  the  original  object 
of  his  journey.  Lieutenant  Cameron  determined  to  cross, 
if  possible,  the  African  continent.  In  performing  this  feat 
he  traversed  a  distance  of  nearly  3,000  miles  on  foot  between 
the  coast  and  the  west  ocean  shores  ;  but  the  most  important 
part  of  his  journeyings  lay  in  the  central  interior  west  of 
the  chain  of  lakes  and  rivers  discovered  by  Dr.  Livingstone, 
which  Lieutenant  Cameron  found  to  be  connected  with  the 
great  river  Congo  issuing  to  the  Atlantic  between  Loango 
and  Angola.  Since  his  return  to  England  he  has  served  in 
several  of  Her  Majesty's  vessels.  In  Sept.  1878,  he  started  on 
a  tour  through  Asia  Minor  and  Persia  to  india,  with  the 
object  of  demonstrating  the  feasibility  of  constructing  a  rail- 
road  from  the  Mediterranean  to  India  without  following  the 
course  of  the  Euphrates.  In  1880  he  published  a  work  in  two 
volumes  on  the  Euphrates  Valley,  entitled  "  Our  Fulure 
Highway."  In  1883  he  and  Captain  R.  F.  Burton  undertook 
a  journey  of  exploration  in  the  country  lying  at  the  back  of  the 
Gold  Coast  Colony,  and  the  Council  of  the  Geographical 
Society  accorded  them  a  loan  of  instruments  to  enable  them 
to  make  scientific  observations.  The  two  travellers  amassed 
large  and  valuable  collections  in  all  branches  of  natural 
history,  and  Commander  Cameron  also  made  extensive  sur- 
veys. Commander  Cameron  was  created  a  C.B.  (civil  divi- 
sion), and  an  hon.  D.C.L.  of  Oxford,  after  his  return  from 
Africa.  He  has  received  the  Founder's  Medal  of  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society,  the  Grande  Medaille  d'Or  of  the  French 
Geographical  Society  the  Gold  Medal  of  the  Portuguese 
Geographical  Society,  a  Gold  Medal  from  the  King  of  Italy  for 
his  discoveries  in  Africa  ;  and  he  is  Officier  d'Instruction 
(France),  an  officer  of  the  Crown  of  Italy,  and  a  Fellow  of 
several  foreign  Geographical  Societies.  Commander  Cameron 
is  the  author  of  **  An  Essay  on  Steam  Tactics,"  1865,  and 
"  Across  Africa,"  1876.— Men  of  the  Time.] 


(From  Japaness  Papers.) 


Kobe,  April  5,  3.55  p.ni. 

A  Shanghai  official  arrived  here  yesterday 
in  the  Saikio  Maru,  and  left  for  the  capital 
to-day.  His  visit  is  said  to  be  connected  with 
the  Korean  murder.  Messrs.  Saito  Shiuichiro 
and  Okamoto  Ryunosuke  leave  here  for  Shang- 
hai to-morrow  to  receive  and  bring  back  the 
remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Kim  to  Japan. 

Miyazaki,  April  5,  9.55  a.m. 

A  serious  fight  broke  out  between  the  Kai- 
kuku- ha  and  the  Fakuba-ha  at  Isono-mura,  and 
one  of  the  latter  section  was  killed. 

Nagasaki,  April  6,  2.20  p.m. 

The  Chief  Public  Procurator  of  the  Naga- 
saki Court  of  Appeal  has  requested  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Court  to  open  a  disciplinary 
court  in  connection  with  the  case  of  Judge 
Chitani. 

Osaka,  April  6,  10  a.m. 
The  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires  arrived  here 
last  night  by  the  last  train,  and  put  up  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Saito  Jirosaku  at  Kitahoriye- 
cho,  Rokuchome. 

Osaka,  April  6,  5.25  p.m. 
Mr.  Yu,  the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires,  while 
conversing  with  a  visitor,  said  that  his  journey 
is  connected  with  private  business.  He  told  a 
newspaper  reporter,  however,  that  he  was  re- 
called by  the  Korean  Government.  He  will 
leave  here  to-morrow  in  the  Shirakawa  Maru. 


Eczema. — Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


Tlllt    NI'.XT    MAIL    IS  1)111'. 


Prom  Shanghai,  Na- 

g.isaki,  and  Kobe  ... 

Krum  Hongkong   

Prom  America   

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong   

Prom  Hongkong   

Prom  Cnnadu,  Stc.  .., 

From  America   

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong   

From  i  longkong   

From  America   


per  N.  V.  K. 

per  P.  fk  0.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 

per  M<  M.  Co. 
per  D.&O,  Co. 
per  C.  I'.  R.  Co, 
per  P.  M.  Co. 

per  N.  I).  Lloyd 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
per  O.  &  O.  Co. 


Filday,  April  6th. 
Sunday,  April  8 ■  I ■ . ** 
Sunday,  April  13th. t 

Sunday,  April  ijth.i 
Thursday,  April  nth.t 

Sun  lav,  April  15tl1.ll 
Saturday,  April  aial.1l 

Wed'diy,  April  iBth. 

Thursday,  April  loth, 
Sunday,  May  6th. 


•  ftntU  left  Hongkong  on  March  30th.  t  '"''V  of  Pikine  left 
San  Francisco  on  March  agth.  t  Yarra  (with  French  muil)  left 
Hongkong  on  April  5th.  S  Oceanic  left  Hongkong  on  April  1th. 
II  Empress  of  India  left  Vancouver  on  April  3rd.  1|  City  of  Sydney 
left  San  Francisco  on  April  4th. 


THE   NEXT   MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki   per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  April  10th. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Friday,  April  13th. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O  Co.  Sunday,  April  15th. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  April  16th. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  Lloyd  Friday,  April  20th. 

For  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  April  aoth 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  April  21st. 

For  America    per  P.M.  Co.  Saturday,  April  list. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai  per  M.  M.Co.  Saturday,  April  aist. 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 


Salazie,  French  steamer,  4,016,  A.  Paul,  31s! 
March, — Marseilles  18th  Febt  uai  y,  Hongkong 
23rd  Match,  Shanghai  271I1,  and  Kobe  30th, 
Mails  and  General. — Messageries  M  an  times  Co. 
Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  Daniel  Friele, 
31st  March, — Hongkong  via.  ports  24th  March, 
Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Matsumaye  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  478,  S.  Higo, 
1st  Api  il, — Hakodate,  General. —  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Mikawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,202,  Ono,  1st 
Api  il,— Kobe,  General.  —  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Moyune,  Br'nish  steamer,  1,714,  C.  de  la  Penelle, 
1st  Apt  il,  —  London  via  poi  ts,  Geneial. — W.  M. 
Stiachan  &  Co. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanesesleamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
1st  Api  il,— Yokkaichi  31st  March,  Geneial. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
2nd  April, — Kobe  31st  March,  Geneial. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsukushi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  636,  J.  Will, 
2nd  Aprii, — Tai  Yuen,  Sugar. — Mitsui  Bussan 
Kaisha. 

Baltimore  (14),   U.S.  flagship,  Captain  W.  R. 

Bi  idgmann,  2nd  April, — A  cruise. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 
2nd   April, — Yokosuka   2nd  April,  Ballast. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
2nd  April, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Gembu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsuji, 
2nd  April, —  Hakodate,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamui  0, 
2nd  April, — Yokkaichi  1st  Apiil,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Saipan,  British  schooner,  75,  J.  T.  Blanchfield, 
R.N.R.,  2nd  Api  il,— Guam  27th  March,  88  tons, 
Copra. — Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Viva,    British  schooner,  99,   R.  Anderson,  2nd 

April, — Put  Back,  307  Seals.— Frazar  &  Co. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
3rd  Api  il, — Yokkaichi  2nd  April,  Genei  al. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,   4II1    Api  it, — Otaru  via   ports  30II1 
March,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
4th  April, —  Kobe  3rd  April,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
4th  April, — Kobe  3rd  Apt  il,  General. — Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
41I1  April, — Yokkaichi  3rd  April,  General.-— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Gerda,  German  steamer,  1,243,  Slh  April, — Ham- 
burg via  ports,  General. — Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
5th  April, — Yokkaichi  41I1  April,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Gaelic,   Biiiish  sir-aniet,  2,690,   W.  G.  Pearne, 

5lh  Apnl,— San  PrancilCO  201I1   March;  Mails 

and  General.— O.  He  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Cyclops,   British  sleainet,   1,403,   Bin  1 ,  6th  Api  il, 

—  Liverpool  viA.  poits,  Geneial.  —  Bullet  field  & 

Swire. 

Glenavon,  Btiiish  steamer,  1,911,  A.  J.  Jacobs, 
61I1  Apiil,  —  London  viA  poits,  Geneial. —  Jar- 
dine,  Mathesnu  &  Co. 

Sailtio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner,  6th 
Apiil, — Shanghai  and  pot  Is,  31st  March,  Mails 
and  Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstiand, 
31st  March,— Otam  via,  ports,  General.— Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
31st  March,  —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mudie, 
1st  April, —  Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Nagasaki, 
Mails  and  General. — P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 
1st  April,— Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Asano  &  Co. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  1st 
April,— Mo'ji,  Ballast.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 

Aurora,  British  schooner,  42,  T.  Harold,  2nd 
Apiil,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 

Mikawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,202,  Ono, 
2nd  Apiil, —  Hakodate,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Tohio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 
2nd  Apiil, — Vladivosiock  via  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
2nd  Apiil, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Caplain  C.  J.  Noicock, 

2nd  April,  —  Hongkong. 
Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,   Daniel  Friele, 

31  d  April, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and  General. 

—  P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,580,  H.  Walter, 

3rd    April, — Kobe,    General.— Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
3rd  April, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 

3rd  Apnl, — Shanghai   and   ports,    Mails  and 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  Pender, 

3rd  Api  il, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Elax,  British  steamer,  2,321,  Daniel,  3rd  April, — 

London  via  ports,  General. — Samuel  Samuel  & 

Co. 

Gembu  Mam,  Japanese  steamer,  386,  S.  Tsuji, 
4th  April, — Hakodate,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Moyune,  British  steamer,  1,714,  C.  de  la  Pen  elle, 

41I1  April, — Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — W. 

M,  Stiachan  &  Co. 
Titan,  British  sleamer,  1,525,  J.  R.  Brown,  4th 

Apiil, —  London  via  ports,  General. — Butterfield 

&  Swire. 

Tsukushi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  636,  J.  Will, 
41I1  Apt  il,— Choysang,  Genet  al.—M  ilsui  Bus- 
san Kaisha. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
41I)  April, — Shinagawa,  General. — Nada  Kogio 
Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Razboynik  (12),  Russian  cruiser,  Captain  Ziloff, 

5th  April,  —  Nagasaki. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
5th  April, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
61I1  Apiil, —  Bonin  Islands,  Geneial. —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawa- 
muro, 6th  April, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
6th  April, — Otaru  via  pons,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  6th  April, — Kobe,  General. —  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Gaelic,  British  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Pearne,  7th 
April, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. — O.  & 
O.  S.S.  Co. 

Pawn,  British  schooner,  58,  M.  Keefe,  7th  April, 
— Noith  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 
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Viva,  Btilis.il  schooner,  99,  A.  J.  Anderson,  71I1 
April,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— Fiazar 
&  Co. 

Windsor ,  British  steamer,  1,890,  Veron,  7th  Apiil, 
—Kobe,  Oil.— Jardine,  Maiheso"  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  French  steamer  Salazie,  from  Marseilles 
via  pons:  — Mr.  Siaubli,  Mr.  J.  T.  Sone,  Mr. 
Hiiata,  Mr.  Skawarcow,  Comte  de  Durfort,  Mi. 
S.  Orner,  Mr.  Nebelung.  Mr.  Kodikawa,  Ml 
and  Mrs.  Bene,  Mr.  Lameta,  Mr.  Rickeli,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Long,  Mr.  John  C.  Seigfreid,  and  Mr. 
Dilhlefsen  in  cabin. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  from  Hongkong 
via  pons  :— Captain  Ziloff  from  Vladivostock  to 
take  command  of  the  Russian  cruiser  Paeboynik, 
and  754  Chinese  in  steerage 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Wakanouva  Maru,  from 
Otaru  via.  ports:  — 13  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  from  Kobe 
via  Shiotsu -.—Messrs.  M.  Konaka  and  Mani  in 
cabin,  and  45  passengers  in  steerage 

Per  3iitish  steamer  Gaelic,  from  San  Francisco  : 
—  Mr.  R.  A.  Wylie,  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Middleton,  Mrs 
Middleton  and  ii.fant,  Mr.  VV.  A.  Ralhbone,  Mis 
N  T.  Messer,  Miss  Ma.ie  G.  Messer,  Mrs.  WaUa 
Yazawa,  Mr.  Richa.d  Reiff,  Mr.  J.  O.  AvenU 
Mis.  Avet  ill,  infant,  and  Japanese  muse,  Miss 
Doiothy  Aveiill,  Master  Otis  Aveiill,  Mr.  Francois 
Lutscher,  Mr    H.  A.  Spaulding,  Mr.  T.  Tak;,Ui, 
Mi.  Kwong  Ying,  Mr.  C.  S.  Ling,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Chapman,  Mrs.  H.  McCarty,  Miss  Lizzie  Mc 
Ca.ly,  Captain  P.  de  Lemascheffsky,  Mr.  Kauj- 

1  Mi 


Vokohama 


SILK. 

NEW  YORK . 

...    92  .. 


OTHER  CITIES. 


TOTAL* 


Total   92    —    92 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  1,000  bales;  Waste  Silk,  185  bales. 
Per  American  steamer  Peru,  for  San  Francisco: — 


N  EW 
YORK 


TKA  . 

MON- 
CH1CAG0.  TREAL. 


OTHER 
CITIES. 


Shanghai   254 

Yokohama  ...  76 
Hongkong   ...  28 


254 

70 
28 


total   358        —  — 

SII.K. 

SAN  N  "*  W 

rHANCiRCO.  vork. 

Shanghai    5  '34 

Hongkong    —  310 

Yokohama    3  239 

Total    8 


-  358 


HARTTORP.  IOIAUi 

—  139 

—  3'6 

—  242 


—  697 


Tomeye,  Mrs.  Tomeye  and  infant,  and  Mr.  S. 
Tomita  in  cabin.  For  Hongkong  :— Mr.  Geo.  B. 
Swayne,  Mr.  Alfred  Scheele,  Mrs.  Sclieele,  Mr. 
Chas.  H.  Wilson,  and  Miss  K.  Eh.1  in  cabin. 
For  Shanghai  :— Mr.  J.  Samson,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Lovatt,  Master  Wm,  Lovatt,  Dr.  J.  Hudson 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Hudson  Taylor,  Miss  Geialdine 
Guinness,  and  Miss  N.  M.  Van  Lear  in  cabin. 
For-Jinsen  :— Hon.  Jno.  M.  B.  Sill,  Mrs.  Sill,  Mr. 
Joseph  Sill,  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Graham  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Satkio  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports :— Archbishop  J.  R.Wolfe,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.S.  Smith  and  child,  Mr.  H.  H.  Hayes,  Mr. 
Cown,  Mr.  F.  S.  Goodison,  Mrs.  C.  Nickel  and 
3  children,  Miss  H.  F.  Pm  melee,  Miss  M,  B. 
Daniel,  Mr.  Lewis  Flower,  Captain  Steilmg,  Mr. 
Wakabayashi,  Miss  Mair,  Mr.  K.  S.igawa,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Rumby,  Mr.  P.  B.ight,  and  Mr.  R.  Inglis 
in  cabin  ;  Mr.  Geeluck,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Young,  Mr. 
Wm.  Thompsou,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaliizki,  Mis.  Li 
Chan  Shi,  Mr.  H.  Yamaguchi,  Mr.  Y.  Tojio,  Mi. 
H.  Tamaki,  and  Mr.  Fujisawa  in  second  class, 
and  75  passengers  in  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
pons:— Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  A.  Mowat,  Mis.  J. 
Dodds,  child,  and  European  nurse,  Mr.  J.  Dodds, 
Rev.  A.  F.  King,  Mr.  W.  B.  Walter,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Walter,  Mr.  W.  H.  Woods,  R.N.,  Mr.  and  Mis. 
C.  Grant,  Mr.  Wm.  Bate,  R.N.,  Mr.  Wm.  Bray, 
R.N.,  Mr.  T.  E.  Snook,  R.N.,  Mr.  Wong  Chong 
Hing,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Chan  Chee  Chun  and  child, 
Master  Chan  Chee  Chun,  Rev.  F.  E.  and  Mrs. 
Freese,  two  native  servants,  and  infant,  Mr.  C.  1. 
Kinahan,  Mr.  H.  Archer,  Mr.  Schlesinger,  Mr. 
T.  C.  Siegfiied,  and  Rev.  B.  Chappell  in  cabin; 
and  1  Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports: — Mis.  j.  Robinson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
C.  Read,  Miss  Piocter,  Miss  Macy  II..  Shed,  Miss 
M.  Jenkins,  Miss  C.  Clayton,  Mrs.  Shirakura, 
Mrs.  Kilano  and  child,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  W.  A. 
Noble,  Miss  Lindholm,  Mr.  G.  R.  Bermingham, 
Mr.  F.  C.  Grum,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Ferguson,  Mr.  O 
W.  Lindholm,  Mr.  A.  S- Ald.ich,  Rev.  H.  Loomis, 
Mr.  H.  Silver,  and  Dr.  Augustus  Wood  in  cabin  ; 
Messrs.  R.  Kaito,  Mori,  Miirala,  and  S.  Oshima 
in  second  class,  and  44  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  for  San  Francisco 
—Dr.  Oppenheimer,  Mr.  H.  L.  Coleman,  Miss 
Ritchie,  Mr.  A.  P.  Jenkinson,  Dr.  E.  F.  Neve, 
Prince  P.  Ouktomsky,  Mr.  R.  M.  Elstner,  and 
Mr.  H.  T.  Rippingille  in  cabin 


REPORTS. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  Cap 
tain  W.  Thompson,  reports -.—Left  Otaru  the 
30th  March  at  2  p.m.;  had  fresh  soulh-west  and 
westerly  winds  and  rainy  weather.  Airived  at 
Hakodate  the  31st  at  8.05  a.m.  and  left  the  2nd 
Api  il  at  8  a.m. ;  had  moderate  westei  ly  winds  and 
fine  weather.  Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  3rd  at 
5  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  0.35  p.m.;  had 
light  variable  winds  and  fine  weather  throughout 
the  passage.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  4th  April 
at  noon. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain 
T.  Sakai,  reports:— Left  Kobe  the  3rd  April  at  10 
a.m.;  had  light  variable  airs  and  fine  weather. 
Ai  lived  at  Shiotsu  at  1.15  p.m.  and  left  at  3.47 
pm.;  had  light  variable  airs  and  fine  weather 
throughout  the  passage;  after  passing  Rock  Is- 
land the  4th  at  12.47  P-m->  gent,e  southerly  breeze 
and  fine  weather.  Airived  at  Yokohama  the  4th 
April  at  7.3  p.m. 

The  British  steamer  Gaelic,  Captain  Pearne, 
reports:— Left  San  Francisco  the  201I1  March  at 
406  p.m.;  to  the  meridian  had  strong  to  niode- 
rate  southerly  and  easteily  winds  ;  thence  to  Cape 
Kin"  light  to  strong  westei  ly  and-  soulh-west 
winds  and  head  sea;  thence  to  po.t  strong  west- 
etly  winds  and  cloudy  weather.  Arrived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  5th  April  at  7.03  p.m.  Passage,  15 
days,  9  hours,  29  minutes. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  Captain 
Conner,  reports -.—Left  Shanghai  the  31st  Ma.ch 
at  5  a.m.;  had  light  winds  and  fine  weather  to 
Nagasaki,  which  was  reached  the  1st  April  at  5 
p.m.,  and  left  Nagasaki  the  2nd  at  5  p.m.  Ar- 
ived  at  Moji  the  3rd  at  7  a.m.,  and  left  Moji  the 
same  day  at  II. 30  a.m.  Airived  at  Kobe  the  41I1 
at  7  a.m.;  had  weather  very  fine  throughout  the 
passage.  Left  Kobe  the  5th  at  12. 15  p.m.; 
strong  southerly  winds  to  Oshima  ;  thence  to  port 
continuous  rain. 


CARGOES. 
Per  British  steamer  Mogul,  for 
via  Victoria,  B.C. :  — 


wool. I. HNS.  p  &  it  y  a  it  i) . 

flannel                                                 Jo. 274  It-  0.4s 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yards,  3.2  inches  hesl  0.35  In  0.40 
Italian   Cloth,   30  yauls,  32  inches 

Medium   0.30  t«  0.3s 

Italian   Cloth,   30  yards,  32  inches. 

Common    0.25  in  0.30 

Moiisseline  do  I.aine — Crape,  2  |  yaids, 

31  inches    0.15  to  o  224 

Cjoths — Pilots,  54  @ 156 inches    0.35  100.50 

Cloths — Presidents,  54  (d)  56  inches    ...  0.60  lo  0.^5 

Cloths — Union,  54     56  inches    0.40  in  0.70 

Hlaukels — Scailet  and  Gieen,  4  to  341I1, 

i'ei  If                                                    0.45  !<•  0.574 

I  O  l  I  ON   V/\  ItNS.  PtK  p,cm.. 

Nui.  1  0/ 2  4  ,  (Ji  dinai  y    — 

Nos.  16/24,  Medium    $38.00  to  39  00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  llest   39-S"  to  4°-50 

Nos.  16/24 ,  Reveise    — 

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   41.00  to  42.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    42.00  to  43.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  Best   43-00  to  44  00 

Nos.  38/ |2,  Medium  to  liest    46.00  to  47.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    45.00  to  46.00 

No.  42s,  Two-fold    52.00  to  54.00 

Pfclt  ti  A  I.  K  . 

No.  20s,  llomhay    — 

No.  ifis,  llomhav    — 

.*.  I  If,  I  A  I  S 

Fair  prospect  of  good  trade  in  the  near  future. 
Enquiries  for  Bar  and  Sheet  Iron  will  probably 
soon  lead  to  business. 

F  R  K  P I  C  U  I. , 

flat  llais,  i  inch    J3.60  to  3.65 

Flat  liars,  i  inch   3  70  lo  3.75 

Round  and  aipiaie  up  to  j  inch    3.60  to  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3.70  (03.80 

Sheet  Iron   4. 75  to  5.00 

Galvanized  1  ion  sheets    9. 20  tog. 80 

Wii  «  Nails,  assorted    6  00106.25 

Tin  (Mates,  per  box   6.10  lo  6  30 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    I.70  to  1.75 

ICKKOSHNH . 
No  very  large  business  done  and  quotations  un- 
altered.   Recent  arrivals  have  brought  the  slock 
up  above  500,000  cases 
hope  for  some  reduction 
exchange. 

Chester   $1,724  to 

Comet    1  70  to 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   '-674  to  '  -7<> 

Russian  Moon    1.65   to  1.674 

SUGAK. 

Laige  arrivals  from  the  south,  but  apparently 
not  more  than  the  ti  ade  can  comfoi  tably  stand. 
Browns — Market  firm  at  quotations.  White — 
Not  so  much  doing,  but  prices  unchanged. 

PRK  FICU1.. 

Brown  Takao    $4-75  '°  4-8o 

Brown  Manila    5-5°  to  5.55 

Brown  Daitong   4.00104.10 

Brown  Canton    4.60104.65 

White  Java  and  Penang   7.20  to  7.25 

White  Relined    7.50(09.50 


once  more,  and  buyers 
in  pi  ice  with  a  rising 


•75 
.724 


L  A  TES  T  C  0  MM  Eli  CJA  L . 


TaComa.Wash. 


Hyogo   

Yokohama 
Hongkong. 

Total  ■ 


FACIF1C 
COAST. 
|6 

7 
37 


TEA. 

NKW 

YOKK .  CHICAGO.  CANADA. 

—  —         12  1 

—  443  — 


OTH  KR 
CUIUS  . 


TOTAL. 

'37 
7 

480 


Co 


443 


121 


—  624 


IMPORTS. 

The  Import  market  is  once  more  upset,  this 
time  by  a  strong  1  ise  in  Exchange.  Buyers  now 
hold  off,  hoping  that  a  further  turn  in  their  favour 
may  come,  while  those  who  have  made  settlements 
in  Steiling  are  clearing  some  of  their  purchases 
at  the  advantageous  rales.  AH  quotations  more 
or  less  nominal  until  exchange  steadies  at  some 
rate  or  other.  The  new  business  of  the  week  has 
been  small,  a  few  bales  of  double  Yams  an 
some  parcels  Victoiia  Lawns  having  been  dis 
posed  of  at  fair  prices. 

C'QTTON    PIECIt  GOODS. 

PKR   PI  I1CB. 

(.iieyShiiliiigs— 841li,3»4yds..3oiuche»  $3.40    lo  2. 90 
Grey  Shirtings— 9II1,  3»4  yls- 45inches    2.60  ' 

I'.  Cloth— 7II),  24  yaids,32inches    1.70 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  44  inches... 
Piints— Assoited.24  yards,  30'inclie*-.. 
Cotton— Italians  and  Satleens  tilade, 3a 

inches   

Velvets—  Black,  35  yards,  22 inches  ... 
Victoi  ia  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches ... 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.41b,  24/25  yards, 

■.oinches    '-55   to  170 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3 lb,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 3-8  to  41b,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    2,35 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5II),  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3  00  to  3.80 


lo  3  35 

to  2.00 

1 .70  lo  2  35 
'  75    to  3  75 

FKIt  Y  A  It D  . 
0  16     to  0  21 

6.85   lo  9,05 

0  85    til  I .00 

F  Bit  PIKUIl. 

"•55 

1  80    In  2.10 
lo  2, So 


Our 
which 
piculs 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

was  of  the  30th  ultimo,  since 


last  issue 

date  settlements  on  this  maiket  are  749 
divided  thus  : — Filatures,  626  piculs  ;  Re- 
reels,  48  piculs ;  Kakeda,  75  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  68  bales,  making  the  tolal  busi- 
ness of  the  week  something  over  800  piculs. 

There  has  been  much  less  doing  this  week,  the 
principal  cause  being  apparently  the  uuexpecled 
rise  111  exchange.  Early  yesterday  morning,  four 
months'  credits  were  quoted  at  2/2,  with  four 
months'  gold  53^,  and  four  mouths'  fcs.  2.73.  Be- 
fore noon,  however,  rates  were  easier  and  closing 
quotations  will  be  found  at  fool. 

The  demand  has  again  been  chiefly  for  Europe, 
but  more  restricted  in  its  nature,  and  there  has 
been  very  little  doing  for  the  United  Stales,  al- 
though there  is  a  rumour  of  some  large  paicels 
Re-reels  being  taken  for  that  direction  by  native 
exporters. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  give  quotations  this  wee.k 
The  advance  in  exchange  would  lequire  a  leduc- 
tion  in  silks  of  some  $30  or  $40  per  picul  ;  but 
this,  of  couise,  holdeis  aie  not  willing  to  grant. 
They  would  probably  sell  at  a  reduclion  of  $10  to 
$15  on  last  week's  rates;  but  some  some  of  them 
are  not  willing  to  be  current,  as  they  believe  that 
exchange  will  again  recede  in  their  favour. 

There  have  been  four  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  Canadian  mail  steamer, 
Empress  of  Japan,  301I1  ultimo,  took  90  bales  for 
the  New  Yoik  trade;  the  Mogul,  following  day, 
92  bales  ;  ihe  English  mail  Ancona,  first  of  April, 
1,000  bales  for  Europe,  and  the  Pacific  Mail  steamer 
Peru,  3rd  April,  242  bales  for  New  Yoik.  These 
departures  biing  the  present  export  figures  up  10 
38,628  piculs,  against  44,406  piculs  last  year,  and 
43,819  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks. — Nothing  doing  and  no  change  in  the 
situation. 

Filatures,— Neaily  all  the  trade  has  been  in  this 
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class,  chiefly  foi  Etui  ope.  The  advance  hi  prices 
has  been  ohecked  by  the  rising  exchange  anil  out 
quotations  ;ne  more  in  less  nominal.  $850  was 
paid  for  a  good  brand  of  fine  size,  while  many 
other  paicels  have  passed  the  scales  at  various 
figures  ranging  down  10  $770.  In  spring  leelings 
for  America,  some  Kaimeisha  weie  booked  at 
§825,  with  Inaslia  at  $820. 

Rereels.  —  A  small  business  by  foreigners, 
although  the  Japanese  exporters  are  said  to  be 
Operating  pietly  fieely.  Pi  ices  mote  or  less 
nominal  at  quotations  until  exchange  settles  down 
to  some  steady  fi^me. 

Kakeda. — A  small  business  in  these.  Extras  are 
said  to  have  been  done  at  §790,  but  this 


27  s 


confirmation.    Lion  chop  $735;  H/ttsitme, 
In  other  soils,  no  business. 

QUOTATIONS. 

■  i.v   _ 

2  i  Sllillsllll  )     

J  (  (osliti)     

-> j  (Sliiiislni)    

•HJoalnO   _ 

'\        S    — 

3    __ 

.14    _ 

filatures — lixtra  10/12  if emers   Norn,  — 

Filatures — lixtia  13/15  deuiers    Nom.   

Filalntes — No.  I,  10/ 1 3  ilenici  ■   $830  to 

Filatiiies— No.  I,  13/15,  14/10  it  ell   820  to 

Filatures— No.  ij,  10/14  deniers    ..  7{0  to 

Filatines— No.  ij.  13/10,  14/17  .lei.   7g0  to 

Filatures — No .  2.  10/ 1 5  deniert   ,  730  to 

Filatines— No.  2,  14,18  denieis   „  730  to 

Filatures— No.  3,  14/20  deuiers   ,.  700  t0 

Re.-reels— Hxtra    _ 

Re-reels — (Osliu)  Itest  No.  1    Nom.   

Re-ieels— No.  1,  13/15,  14/HS  denieis  .'  770  to 

Re-ieeis— No.  14,  13/16,  14/17  denieij,   j*0  to 

Re-ieels— No.  2,  14/18  deniers...   720  to 


1  equires 


Maiilcs— No. 
1 1  anlcs — No . 
I  lands — No. 
DanUs — Nu. 
I  lanlfs — No. 

I  la nles — No 

I I  anlis — No. 
1 1  a  nles —  No . 


Re-ieels — No 
Re-reels — No 


14/18  deniers    700  to 


I  20  .leniei  s 

Kalcedas-Kxlra   780  to 

Kaleedas  — No.  ■ 


670  to 


Kaleedas — No 
Kaleedas — No 
Kaieedas — No 
Kaleedas — No 
Kaleedas — No 
Kaleedas — No.  4 
Oslui  Sendai — No 
Dainatsulei — No.  1 ,  2 
Hamatsuui — No.  3,  4 
Smlai  —  No.  at   


■  4 

2  . 

3  ■ 
3i 


750  to 
720  to 
690  to 
670  to 


S40 
830 
770 
770 
740 
740 
710 


780 
750 
730 

710 

680 
790 

760 
730 

700 

680 


Kiblio — Kilatuie,  Second*  .. 
Klliiso — Osliu,  liood  to  IIcnI 

Kibiso — Sliiiuiliu,  lies!   

Kiliiio — Sliinsliu,  .Seconds     

Klhiio — loilm,  Good  to  I'elr   4010 

Kiliiso — [nshii,  Middling  In  Coiuuinn    35  to 

Kihiso — liaclioii,  Good    35  to 

Kibiso—  liaclioji,  Medium  to  l.uw   25  to 

Kibiso — Nen,  Good  to  Common     

VI  ;i  wat  a  —  < 


9$  to  100 
70  to  80 


X  pill  I 


nod  to  Hem   ,70  [o  180 

Cable  Waste  Sille  to  6th  April,  1H94 


iNoj  i(4 


isle  Milk    20,896 

rpsrl  Cnaftrtns   3,231 


iXqj-mj. 

Picim. 

34.374 

2,092 


ilgi-jj. 
P 10 11 1. 1 ; 
24,gft6 
1,095 


24,127         36,966  27,061 


SettleinelllB  ami  lined  ) 

F.XjjOrl  from  1st  July  )  25>7°" 
<tocle,  6th  April   15,900 


42,500 
2,700 


29,800 
8,600 


<\  va  .lal.le  siit.i.liesi  to  date  41,600        45,200  38,400 

Exchange,  after  a  strong  rise-and  rebound  closes 
asunder:  —  London,  4in/s.  Credits,  2/1  ;  Docu- 
ments, 2/1^;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/15.     New  York 
,ioci/s.  U.S.  $50$;  4111/s.  V.S,  $5iJ.    Hakis,  o 
Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.64;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.66. 


Rstimateu  Sille  Stock,  6th  Ap 

^  a  a  .  .;i:uls 

I  i  a  n  le  s    15 

Filatures    3.360 

3e-reeis   3,055 

<aleeda    940 

Osnu    16 

Vaysaam  Kinds  ...  14 


Total  piculs    7,400 


I8y4:~ 

Wasi  ft.  PICULS. 

Cocoons   165 

Noshi-ito    8,540 

Kihiso    6,700 

Mawata   150 

Sundries    345 


Votal  piculs    15.900 


TEA. 

No  change  in  the  situation.  A*  little  done  in 
old  leaf  for  Pacific  Coast,  but  the  majoiily  of  ship- 
pers are  calmly  making  their  preparations  for  the 
new  season. 


it, 


Nom. 
Nom. 


Kxpnil  Haw  Sille  Tables  to  6lh  April,  1894;- 

S«  a  •tin  iHQ3-ig94.    1892-93.  1891.9a. 


Iltuojje   21,465 

A  ■  t > e r i r <•    I5.9S2 


tola' 


Dales 

Piculii 


37.447 
38,628 


Tcllleineiilo  and  Direct) 

Export  from  1st  )uly  j  39.»oo 
Stock,  6th  April    7,400 


17.225 
26,403 

43.628 
44,406 

44.600 
1.600 


■5,908 
26,930 


A  uaiUl.le  supplies  to  dale  47,200        46,200  50.000 
WASTE  SILK  . 

A  [air  amount  of  business  has  been  done,  settle- 
ments amounting  to  800  piculs,  divided  thus:  

Noshi,  125  piculs  ;  Kibiso,  675  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  25  bales  of  Bosekiwata. 

The  demand  is  by  no  means  general,  being 
confined  to  a  few  buyers,  some  of  the  custom- 
ary large  exporters  being  apparently  out  of 
the  field.  The  principal  business  has  been  in 
Kibiso,  other  sorts  not  participating  to  any  great 
extent.  Pi  ices  appear  to  have  been  fairly  well 
maintained  notwithstanding  the  rising  exchange. 

Thei  e  have  only  been  two  shipping  oppoi  tun i ties 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  Empress  of  Japan,  30th 
ultimo,  taking  a  few  bales  Mawata  for  the  United 
States,  and  the  Ancona,  first  instant,  having  184 
bales  for  Europe.  These  departures  bring  the 
present  export  figures  up  to  24,127  piculs,  against 
36,966  piculs  last  year,  and  27,061  piculs  al  the 
same  Hate  in  1892. 

Noshi. — Afema'.l  business,  Fila t ures  being  taken 
at  from  $128  to  $142.  Tegara  $130;  Hosnri, 
%\20\  Mino,  $\\o,  Joshu,  $75. 

Kib  ISO.— Large  transactions  in  Filatures,  prices 
ranging  fiom  $100  to  $115  for  good  quality.  A 
few  small  lots  of  Zaguri  have  been  done  at  and 
about  $50. 

In  other  sorts  nothing  has  been  done  by  foreign 
shippers. 

QUOTATIONS. 

fiercod  Cocoons — (iood  to  iiest   — 

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Rest   $145  to  150 

Noslii-ito — Pi  la  t  ii  1  e ,  Good      135  to  140 

N os h i-i to — Filature,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Osliu,  Good  to  liesl    130  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Sliinshu,  Hest     

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   100  to  105 

Noshi-ito — Sliinshu,  Medium    go  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Dusliu,  Good  to  Ileal   1 20  to  130 

Noshi-ito — [osliu,  Iiest    _ 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kihiso— Filature,  Uest  selected   105  to  1 15 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  is  rising,  but  for  the  moment  there  is 
little  stability  in  rates. 

Sterling — BanleT.T   2  o 

3icihns  —  Hanli  Hills  ,.o  demand    2  oj 

S le  1  ling  —  Hanle  4  months'  sight    ..    2io\ 

Sterling — Private  4  months' sight   2/1 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/1$ 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.54 

On  Paris — Private  4  mouths'  sight    2  63 

On  Hongleong — Bank  sight    J  °/  dis. 

On  Hongleong — Private  10  days' sight    ij  °/0  dis 

On  Shanghai — Banle  sight    72^ 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days' sight    734 

On  India — Banle  sight    179 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight    183 

On  America — Banle  Bills  on  demand    49 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    50J 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   51  \ 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.06 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.14 

Bar  Silver  (London)   28T3g 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers, and  Traders. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies  are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TKADE." 

"MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  fetail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  lending 
English  Merchants, andtoali  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
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A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

"J"  I  IK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
J-  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI  at 
KOWA KJ-DANI,  which  is  adm.ttcd  by  'the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by?a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

ATISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,BlufT,  Yokohama, 
-LV1  will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms  :— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  most  refined  of  all  Perfumes.  Sweet 
as  the  Kose  itself.   Imitated  the  world 
over,  but  equalled  by  none. 

ATKINSON'S 
EATJ  BE  COLOGNE 

is  now  universally  preferred  to  the  German 
kinds.   It  is  more  fragrant,  more  lasting, 
and  very  much  more  refreshing.  Use  none 
but  Atkinson's,  which  is  tue  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  6c  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION !  ODlygenuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark 
-  "  White  Rose, "  and  addreBB  in  full. 


January  13th, 1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are:  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  First-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices.  . 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Ouicknessin  raising  steam. 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description.from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c,  Sic.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

K1NGD0N  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  \  {  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  power,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  hng- 
land,  iSqo,  in  competition  onen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  i7i.aUF.EN  VICTORIA  STREET.E.C 
May  7th,  1891.  1  y< 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says — "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  bes 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis, 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  01 
Quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an 
Dlorer.  as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies- 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr  1  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  afowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  Mayist,x89o. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


Awarded  Colo  Meoal  Ipool  Internal  Exhibition.  1886. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture." 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■atfcbllahed  a  Quarter  of  »  Century. 


asz  :fok 


LIEBIC  COMPANY  S 


And  see  that  each  J*x  bears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFQRD'S 

FLUID 

N.B.-  ASK  FOR 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  i,  1894. 


Tham  es  Electric  & Steai^  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  l)y  7ft.  Sin. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  ao  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers' of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 


Manager. 


April  23id,  1893. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Mo  notice  will  be  talcen  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Werkly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same;  and  that  literarv 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  April  14TH,  1894. 


BIRTH. 

On  10th  instant,  at  113,  Bluff,  the  wife  of  Valde- 
mar  Blad,  of  a  daughter. 

DEATH. 

On  the  3rd  April  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Las 
Palmas,  Canary  Islands,  Bhatricij  Fanny,  youngest 
daughter  of  Major  James  Walter,  Stratford  Lodge, 
St.  Margaret's,  Twickenham.  England,  Deeply  Re- 
gretted.— [By  telegram.]    China  Papers  please  copy. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


Sir  William  and  Lady  Robinson,  of  Hong- 
kong, are  staying  in  Tokyo. 

The  Fine  Arts  School  in  Uyeno  Park  is  hold- 
ing an  exhibition  of  the  work  of  its  students. 


The  Tokiwa  Hotel,  Kyoto,  is  to  be  run  by  a 
limited  liability  company  organized  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  ancient  capital. 

An  agricultural  exhibition,  or  show,  as  func- 
tions of  this  kind  are  called  in  England,  is  to 
be  held  at  Sendai  next  month. 

The  Juvenile  Tonic  Solfa  Society  Concert  on 
Wednesday  evening  at  the  Public  Hall  was 
very  much  enjoyed  by  a  large  audience. 

The  Spring  Garden  Party  at  the  Imperial 
Palace  at  Hama  was  favoured  with  fine  but 
overcast  weather.    There  was  a  fair  attendance. 

Messrs. Kono  Hironaka,  Kusumoto  Masataka, 
and  f  loshi  Toru  are  all  mentioned  as  probable 
candidates  for  the  Presidency  of  the  Lower 
House.   

The  Iron  Foundry  Commission,  though  its 
labours  are  not  completed,  has  been  obliged  to 


dissolve  owing  to  financial  causes.  They 
examined  the  mines  of  Akagamma,  Sennin, 
and  Kamaishi,  and  report  the  existence  of 
7,400,000  tons  of  iron. 

Shnor  D.  T.  Pineyro  Villavicencio,  a  Secre- 
tary in  the  Spanish  Legation,  has  been  transferr- 
ed from  Japan  to  Stockholm.  He  leaves  Japan 
shortly.   

The  Yokohama  Sailing  Club  reports  a  balance 
in  hand  of  $31.82.  At  the  late  general  meeting 
Mr.  Geo.  H.  Scidmore  was  elected  honorary 

secretary.   

The  Fine  Art  Exhibition  in  Uyeno  Park  is  now 
well  worth  a  visit,  though  in  many  respects  it 
does  not  compare  favourably  with  those  held 
in  recent  years. 

  « 

C.  G.  Miller,  who  is  serving  a  term  of  four 
years  imprisonment  in  the  U.  S.  Gaol,  Yoko- 
hama, for  embezzlement,  has  been  pardoned 
by  President  Cleveland. 

A  treaty  of  mutual  reciprocity  has  been  con- 
cluded between  Japan  and  Hawaii,  and  this 
country  is  now  freely  open  for  residence,  trade, 
and  travel  to  citizens  of  Hawaii. 

The  Japanese  Government  acknowledged  on 
the  5th  inst.  the  official  notification  of  the  pro- 
motion of  Prince  Lobanow  de  Rostow,  Rus- 
sian Vice-Consul  at  Yokohama,  to  Consul. 


A  sealing  schooner,  bottom  uppermost,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  Mascoite,  of  San  Francisco, 
has  been  sighted  about  200  miles  East  of  Kin- 
kasan.  The  crew,  it  is  feared,  are  all  drowned. 


Mr.  Noguchi  Chojiro,  Divisional  Headman  of 
Asahi,  Ibaraki  Prefecture,  was  shot  at  and  mor- 
tally wounded  on  the  31st  ultimo.  Political 
jealously  is  supposed  to  have  inspired  the  crime. 

Mr.  A.  Von  Flench,  LL.D.,  late  of  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Consulate-General,  Berlin,  lias  been 
appointed  Austro-Hungarian  Consul  at  Yoko- 
hama. He  left  Trieste  for  his  post  on  March 
21st.   

Dr.  Heinrich  Mosthaf,  a  Foreign  Adviser  in 
the  Cabinet  Office,  was  admitted  to  an  Imperial 
audience  at  the  Palace  on  the  7th  inst.  prior  to 
his  departure  for  home,  the  term  of  his  service 
in  Japan  having  expired. 

H.M.S.  Pallas  which  lately  arrived  at  Yoko- 
hama with  the  intention  of  becoming  the  station 
ship  during  the  summer  in  these  waters,  was 
ordered  home  to  Portsmonth  by  cable,  and  left 
on  Monday.   . 

Mr.  Otori,  Minister  to  China  and  Korea,  who 
was  about  to  leave  the  Peninsular  Kingdom  on  a 
visit  home,  has  received  instructions  to  remain 
at  Soul  until  the  diplomatic  questions  raised  in 
connection  with  the  recent  assassination  have 
been  settled  satisfactorily. 

Nagata  Shusen,  the  celebrated  lacquer  artist, 
has  been  engaged  for  a  whole  year  upon  a  small 
lacquer  desk  for  the  use  of  the  Emperor,  and 
still  requires  another  month  to  complete  his 
work.  The  design  is  cherry  blossoms  seen 
through  a  spring  haze. 

Three  seamen  of  the  sealing  schooner  Ocean 
Belle,  have  reached  Yokohama.  They  were 
searching  for  seals  one  day  last  month  when 
they  lost  sight  of  their  vessel  in  a  fog.  For  five 
days  they  drifted  about,  having  no  provisions  save 
a  cask  of  water,  until  they  were  thrown  up  on  the 
coast  of  Nanagahama,  near  Shio-gawa,  Japan. 

The  Korean  assassination  affair  is  still  occupy- 
ing a  great  deal  of  attention  in  Japan.  Tile 
corpse  of  Mr.  Kim,  and  the  murderer  Hong, 
arrived  in  Korea  together  on  a  Chinese  man- 


of-war  during  the  week.  Rumours  of  the  as- 
sassin's promotion  to  high  office  are  current 
both  here  and  in  China. 


President  Cleveland,  in  amessage  to  Congress 
explaining  his  reasons  for  applying  the  veto  to 
the  Bill  authorizing  the  coinage  of  the  seignior- 
age lying  in  the  Treasury,  says  that  the  measure 
was  ill-advised  and  dangerous  and  would  cause 
a  large  addition  to  the  silver  currency  with  a 
corresponding  reduction  of  the  gold  reserve. 
The  House  of  Representatives  a  few  days  later 
failed  to  pass  the  Bill  over  the  Presidential  veto. 
The  Austro-Russian  treaties  of  commerce  are 
regarded  as  a  rapprochement  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  the  first  named  Power  conjointly 
with  Germany  is  said  to  be  seeking  to  encourage 
a  better  feeling  between  France  and  Italy. 
Another  bomb  explosion  is  reported  from  Paris, 
having  taken  place  at  the  Foyot  Restaurant, 
opposite  the  Senate.  Three  persons  were  seri- 
ously injured,  and  the  windows  of  the  Senate 
House  were  smashed,  besides  hundreds  else- 
where in  the  same  street.  The  notorious 
anarchist  Menuier,  who  is  believed  to  be  im- 
plicated in  the  outrage,  has  been  arrested  in 
London  after  a  most  desperate  resistance. 
Bismarck  was  feted  immensely  on  Monday 
throughout  the  Empire.  The  Emperor  William 
sent  him  a  present  of  a  cuirass,  accompanied 
by  a  letter,  saying  that  a  steel  cuirass  was 
a  true  symbol  of  the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 
'Sir  George  Trevelyan  has  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  a  Bill  creating  a  Grand 
Committee  to  deal  with  Scotch  affairs.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  opposed  the  Bill,  objecting 
to  accentuate  national  differences.  The  next 
day  the  Commons  adopted,  by  180  votes 
against  170,  a  motion  introduced  by  Mr. 
James  Henry  Dalziel,  Liberal  member  for 
Kircaldy,  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  legislation 
for  Scotland.  The  Canadian  tariff  imposes  a 
duty  of  ten  cents  a  pound  on  tea,  except  that 
imported  from  the  country  of  origin  or  sent  vid 
England,  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  adul- 
teration.   

The  business  of  the  week  has  been  meagre,  a 
general  air  of  quietness  pervading  all  markets. 
With  the  exception  of  the  customary  contracts 
for  Italian  Cloth  of  special  makes  for  sum- 
mer use,  there  have  been  no  sales  to  re- 
cord, and  holders  are  biding  their  time  until 
things  take  another  start  into  life.  There 
have  been  no  fresh  sales  of  moment  in  Metals, 
but  the  tone  is  very  firm  all  round.  In  Kero- 
sene, steady  sales  and  unchanged  prices  are 
the  order  of  the  day,  the  principal  transactions 
being  in  Russian,  some  40,000  cases  changing 
hands.  Arrivals  of  Brown  Sugar  have  exceeded 
sales,  and  prices  are  down  for  China  and 
Manila  brands,  but  quotations  are  well  main- 
tained for  White  sorts.  In  the  Tea  trade,  the 
new  leaf,  which  is  expected  to  arrive  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  month,  is  begining  to  attract 
speculative  attention,  and  a  good  crop  is  expect- 
ed. The  export  for  the  closing  season  is 
only  a  quarter  million  pounds  behind  that  of 
last  year,  reaching  altogether  29  million  pounds. 
With  a  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  Europe, 
apathetic  markets  in  America,  a  fluctuating  ex- 
change, and  holders  demanding  high  prices,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  lull,  approaching  stag- 
nation, is  noticeable  in  the  Silk  business.  The 
present  stock  of  Raw  is  over  7,000  piculs,  against 
1,500  last  year  at  same  date,  and  taking  all 
things  into  consideration  it  seems  improbable 
that  there  can  be  much  life  infused  into  the  trade 
during  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Demand 
has  fallen  light  for  Waste,  and  holders  must 
lower  their  prices  considerably  if  they  wish  to 
move  at  all.  Exchange  is  still  fluctuating  a  few 
points  above  a  two-shilling  dollar. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 

 ♦  

The  assassination  affair  remains  the  principal 
topic  of  gossip  and  discussion  in  the  columns 
of  the  vernacular  press.  Things  appear  to  be 
going  from  bad  to  worse,  and  the  Japanese 
papers  unite  in  urging  the  Government  to  take 
decisive  measures  against  whatever  country  may 
have  been  involved  in  the  plot  of  assassination. 
Some  of  the  articles  on  the  subject  have  al- 
ready been  reproduced  separately.  We  give 
below  the  gist  of  the  more  noteworthy  writings 
that  have  since  appeared  on  this  question. 
* 

*  * 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  observes  that,  so  far  as 
the  assassination  of  Kim  i9  concerned,  the 
Japanese  Government  has  no  direct  ground  for 
interference,  but  should  it  become  plain  that  the 
plot  of  assassination,  of  which  Kim's  murder 
formed  only  a  part,  owed  its  origin  to  the  insti- 
gation of  the  Korean  Government,  the  latter 
must  be  caused  to  apologize  to  Japan  for  having 
attempted  to  disturb  her  public  peace  and  order, 
as  well  as  to  violate  her  sovereignty.  The  dis- 
position of  the  Korean  Government  may  be 
gathered  from  the  treatment  it  accords  to  Hong 
Tjyong-ou,  the  perpetrator  of  the  assassination, 
and  a  fellow-accomplice  of  the  Koreans  now 
under  arrest  in  Japan.  The  Hochi  advises  the 
Government  to  adopt  such  measures  against 
Korea  as  may  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
Japan's  dignity  without  exposing  her  to  the 
charge  of  taking  unfair  advantage  of  the 
peninsular  Kingdom's  weakness.  As  to  China, 
the  Japanese,  says  the  Hochi,  have  from  the 
beginning  harboured  some  suspicions  about 
her,  and  those  suspicious  have  unfortunately 
been  in  some  measure  confirmed  by  the  measures 
she  lias  taken  in  delivering  Kim's  remains  and 
his  assassin  to  Korea.  Consequently  the  pre- 
sent affair  may  perhaps  lead  to  a  complication 
between  Japan,  on  the  one  hand,  and  China 
and  Korea  on  the  other.  In  dealing  with  the 
question,  the  Japanese  Government  is  recom- 
mended neither  to  fear  the  strong  nor  to  despise 
the  weak.  It  is  further  called  upon  not  to  take 
any  rash  action,  or  to  impair  the  dignity  of 
the  country  by  following  a  weak  and  temporizing 
policy.  *  *  * 

The  Nippon  advises  the  Government  to  treat 
Korea  in  the  present  affair  with  magnanimity 
and  forbearance,  for  Japan's  dignity  is  not  in 
danger  of  being  lowered  by  any  blundering 
conduct  on  the  part  of  such  a  petty  and  ignor- 
ant State.  Our  contemporary  does  not  mean 
that  the  assassination  affair  should  be  left  un- 
noticed bv  the  Japanese  Government.  On  the 
contrary,  Korea  should  be  required  to  apologize 
for  having  attempted  to  execute  a  warrant  of 
murder  within  the  territories  of  Japan.  But 
that  reparation  obtained,  no  further  step  is 
to  be  taken  to  humiliate  the  peninsular  King- 
dom. If,  however,  it  should  turn  out  that 
China  had  a  hand  in  the  plot,  then  towards  her 
Japan  ought  to  pursue  a  different  course  of 
policy.  The  Nippon  thinks  that  the  Japanese 
Government  is  ever  prone  to  adopt  a  concilia- 
tory attitude  towards  the  Middle  Kingdom, 
while  conducting  itself  in  an  overbearing  man- 
ner toward  Korea.  In  our  contemporary's  opi- 
nion, the  policy  ought  to  be  reversed.  Some 
Japanese  statesmen  seem  to  hope  to  gain  China's 
friendship  by  conciliation,  so  that  the  two  em- 
pires may  be  united  in  a  perpetual  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive.  They  make  a  grievous 
mistake  in  looking  to  effect  such  a  purpose 
in  such  a  manner.  The  only  result  of  pur- 
suing a  conciliatory  policy  toward  China,  is  to 
increase  her  self-conceit,  for  she  will  assuredly 
construe  as  fear  any  advances  Japan  may  make 
to  win  her  good-will.  In  short,  China  can  not 
be  treated  as  if  she  were  an  enlightened  Occi- 
dental Power.  The  way  to  gain  her  friendship 
is  to  inspire  in  her  feelings  of  fear  and  respect. 
This  point  is  illustrated  by  reference  to  Eng- 
land's intercourse  with  China.  The  Japanese 
Government  is,  therefore,  advised  to  adopt  a 
strong  and  fearless  attitude  towards  China. 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  writes  in  a  more  ex- 


cited manner.  It  even  urges  the  Government 
under  certain  circumstances  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  offending  country  or  countries.  Its 
article  is  entitled  "  War."  No  direct  reference 
is  made  to  the  question  now  engaging  public 
attention,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
connection  in  which  the  article  must  be  read. 
War,  says  the  Jiyu,  is  an  evil,  and  ought  to  be 
avoided  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so  withont  staining 
the  honour  or  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the 
country.  But  when  the  State's  dignity  is  at 
stake  and  the  nation  clamours  for  war,  it  is  the 
plain  duty  of  the  Government  to  bow  to  the 
necessity  of  the  time  and  lake  up  arms.  More- 
over, war  is  not  an  unalloyed  evil  ;  it  is 
on  the  contrary,  very  often  the  means  of  con- 
ferring great  benefits  on  the  parties  engaged. 
Among  its  benefits  the  Jiyu  mentions  nine  ; 
namely,  first,  it  demonstrates  that  the  country 
pursues  a  strong  foreign  policy ;  secondly,  it 
prevents  degeneration  of  military  skill  ;  thirdly, 
it  conduces  to  reform  of  the  Army  and  Navy; 
fourthly,  it  revives  the  drooping  spirit  of  the 
Military  Class;  fifthly,  it  secures  harmony 
among  all  classes  of  the  nation  ;  sixthly,  it  en- 
hances the  national  glory  and  dignity  ;  seventhly, 
it  stimulates  the  growth  of  the  nationalistic 
spirit;  eighthly,  it  dissipates  vulgar  and  tem- 
porizing ideas;  and  ninthly,  it  helps  to  raise 
the  general  spflit  of  the  nation.  Nothing,  says 
our  contemporary,  could  be  more  disastrous 
than  to  be  immoderately  afraid  of  war.  In  an- 
other article  immediately  following  the  above, 
the  Jiyu  says,  with  reference  to  the  assassina- 
tion affair,  that  it  may  possibly  become  neces- 
sary to  negotiate  with  both  Korea  and  China. 
Whatever  complications  may  eventuate,  the 
Japanese  Government  is  urged  to  act  in  such 
a  way  as  to  convince  the  Koreans  of  Japan's 
power  and  willingness  to  afford  them  protec- 
tion in  time  of  need. 

# 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo,  speaking  of  China's  treat- 
ment of  Hong  Tjyong-Ou  and  his  victim's  re- 
mains, does  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  in  this 
matter  she  has  shown  herself  very  anxious  to 
please  the  Korean  Government.  As  to  the 
Korean  aspect  of  the  question,  our  contemporary 
regrets  to  observe  that  the  Korean  Government 
is  not  unlikely  to  accentuate  the  already  strained 
relations  between  its  country  and  Japan  by  ex- 
hibiting heedless  joy  at  Kim's  death  and  heaping 
honours  upon  his  murderer.  Since  the  disturb- 
ance of  1884,  the  sentiments  of  the  Koreans  to- 
ward Japan  have  become  more  and  more  unfavour- 
able. Their  suspicions  against  Japan  might  per- 
haps be  allayed,  if  Boku  and  the  other  surviving 
refugees  were  handed  over  to  them  for  punish- 
ment. But  such  a  course  Japan  can  never  take 
without  greatly  lowering  her  national  dignity. 
Consequently  there  seems  to  be  no  remedy  for 
the  present  unsatisfactory  feeling  between  the 
two  countries.  Yet  if  things  be  left  to  take 
their  course,  the  ultimate  result  must  be  an 
open  rupture  between  the  two  countries.  Our 
contemporary,  therefore,  seems  to  think  it 
wiser  to  adopt  decisive  measures  for  placing 
affairs  on  a  definite  footing.  Peaceful  measures 
must  at  first  be  employed  to  remove  the  un- 
just suspicions  of  the  Koreans,  but  should 
the  desired  end  fail  to  be  attained,  the  Jiji 
advises  that  force  be  employed  to  bring  that 
perverted  nation  to  a  right  frame  of  mind. 
Finally,  alluding  once  more  to  China,  the  Jiji 
echoes  the  suspicion  entertained  against  her  by 
the  general  public  in  Japan.  Our  contemporary 
remarks  that  the  members  of  the  Chinese  Lega- 
tionin  this  country  showed  themselves  particul- 
arly anxious  in  Kim's  interests  to  induce  him  to 
undertake  the  trip  to  China.  Their  friendship, 
feigned  or  otherwise,  is  contrasted  with  the 
singular  want  of  sympathy  displayed  towards 
him  by  their  home  authorities. 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  joins  the  rest  of 
the  Metropolitan  papers  in  urging  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  prompt  and  strong  measures.  After 
remarking  that  the  question  does  not  turn  upon 
the  genuineness  or  falseness  of  the  alleged 
Royal  Seals,  our  contemporary  writes  as  follows  : 
—"The  Royal  Seals  apart,  should  it  be  proved 
that  the  prisoners  received  instructions  from  the 


Korean  Government  and  were  encouraged  by 
it  with  supplies  of  money  for  the  perpetration 
of  the  heinous  deed,  nothing  should  prevent 
Japan  from  demanding  reparation  from  Korea 
for  having  attempted  an  encroachment  upon  the 
sovereignty  of  this  Empire.  Supposing  that  the 
seals  are  not  genuine,  it  is  not  inconceivable 
that  the  use  of  false  seals  may  have  been  part 
of  the  original  plan  devised  by  the  instigators  of 
the  crime.  But  the  whole  question  still  remains 
unsettled,  and  meanwhile  we  do  not  like  to 
pass  any  criticism  upon  the  Korean  Go- 
vernment. What,  however,  demands  immedi- 
ate consideration,  is  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Yu, 
the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires.  We  are  con- 
fident that  the  Government  will  not  suffer  that 
question  to  pass  unnoticed.  It  must  be  first 
disposed  of,  and  in  the  event  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Korean  Government's  connection  with 
the  plot  of  assassination,  further  measures  must 
at  once  be  taken  to  obtain  satisfaction  from  the 
Court  in  Soul.  Should  the  Cabinet  Ministers 
hesitate  to  adopt  a  decisive  attitude  at  such  a 
juncture,  they  would  lay  themselves  open  to  the 
charge  of  neglecting  their  grave  duties  as  Minis- 
ters of  an  independent  State.  Speaking  frank- 
ly, we  cannot  choose  but  entertain  suspicions 
about  the  Korean  Government.  As  to  the 
Chinese  Government,  we  are  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  entirely  innocent  of  any  com- 
plicity in  the  barbarous  scheme.  But  if 
its  disposition  were  to  be  inferred  from  the 
tone  in  which  the  newspapers  published  in 
its  dominions  discuss  Kim's  assassination,  the 
Chinese  Government  might  be  supposed  to  be 
delighted  with  the  unfortunate  Korean's  death 
and  far  from  disgusted  with  the  wicked  act  of 
his  assassin.  According  to  the  treaty  between 
China  and  Korea,  it  seems  proper  that  China 
should  have  handed  over  the  murderer  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Korean  Authorities.  But  the 
manner  in  which  his  delivery  was  effected  by 
China  and  the  reception  given  to  him  by  the 
Korean  Government,  are  matters  requiring  the 
keenest  observation  on  our  part,  for  they  have 
important  bearings  upon  the  elucidation  of  the 
whole  scheme  of  assassination.  Should  Korea 
accord  a  favourable  reception  to  the  assassin, 
and  should  China  show  him  marks  of  sympathy, 
although  such  circumstance  might  not  suffice 
alone  to  establish  the  connection  of  these  Go- 
vernments with  the  plot,  Japan  would  certainly 
be  justified  in  demanding  a  satisfactory  expla- 
nation of  such  singular  conduct.  Hong's 
crime  was,  it  is  true,  committed  in  Chinese 
territory,  but  the  deed  was  planned  on  Japanese 
soil  and  formed  part  of  the  plot,  in  connection 
with  which  the  other  Koreans  are  now  under- 
going criminal  examination  in  Tokyo.  Con- 
sequently, Japan  may  not  be  justified  in  exer- 
cising any  direct  interference  in  Hong's  case, 
but  she  will  be  entitled  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances to  call  for  an  explanation  as  to 
the  manner  or  the  spirit  in  which  the  case  may 
have  been  dealt  with.  As  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment boasts  of  a  large  number  of  wise  and  en- 
lightened officials,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  betrayed 
into  the  silly  blunder  of  showing  sympathy  with  a 
miserable  criminal  who  dared  to  insult  the  sovere- 
ignty of  China  herself.  But  should  that  Govern- 
ment, by  unmistakable  indications,  show  approval 
of  the  Koreans  who  visited  these  shores  with  cri- 
minal intentions  of  the  foulest  nature,  Japan 
must  not  hesitate  to  demand  an  explanation. 
In  adjudicating  the  crimes  of  the  prisoners,  the 
Japanese  Government  will  not  make  any  dis- 
crimination on  account  of  their  nationality. 
Neither  will  any  distinction  be  made  between 
China  and  Korea,  should  either  or  both  be 
found  implicated  in  the  matter." 

* 

Perhaps  in  response  to  the  strong  challenge 
of  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun.  the  Opposition 
papers  protest  with  increasing  vigour  against 
what  they  term  a  misrepresentation  of  facts, 
namely,  the  assertion  that  the  movementforStrict 
Enforcement  of  the  Treaties  has  lost  its  essential 
characteristics.  They  promise  that  the  question 
will  be  brought  up  for  discussion  in  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  the  Diet.  But  nobody  ever 
doubted  that.  The  only  point  about  which 
doubt  has  been  expressed  is  whether  it  will  be 
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presented  in  the  same  garb  as  before.  Nothing 
written  by  the  Opposition  papers  entitles  us  to 
conclude  that  the  Representation  to  be  intro- 
duced in  the  coining  session  will  be  accompanied 
by  the  Explanatory  Document  which  caused  so 
much  stir  last  December. 

* 

All  other  papers,  such  as  the  Yomiuri  Shim- 
bun,  the  Chu-o  Shimbuti,  the  Niroku  Shimpo, 
the  Mainichi  Shim  bun,  the  Kokkai  and  so  forth, 
write  in  nearly  the  same  strain,  implying  doubts 
about  China's  good  faith  and  urging  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  stout 
attitude.  The  weakness  of  the  Government's 
foreign  policy,  say  these  papers,  is  accountable 
for  the  indignities  to  which  this  Empire  is  con- 
stantly subjected  by  neighbouring  States. 
* 

Concerning  the  abolition  of  Consular  Juris- 
diction in  the  case  of  Hawaiian  citizens  in  Japan 
as  just  proclaimed  by  Imperial  Ordinance,  the 
Opposition  papers  have  not  yet  delivered  any 
opinion.  The  only  papers  belonging  to  the 
anti-Government  League  which  has  remarked 
on  the  subject  is  the  Nippon.  It  "does  not 
hesitate  to  congratulate  the  country  on  the 
progress  thereby  effected  in  its  intercourse 
with  Hawaii."  The  Nippon,  however,  cannot 
leave  this  subject  without  discharging  some 
shafts  of  criticism  against  the  Cabinet.  The 
latter  is  censured  for  its  want  of  courage  in 
dealing  with  stronger  countries  like  England, 
Russia,  France,  Germany,  and  so  forth,  reserv- 
ing what  stock  of  energy  it  possesses  for  such 
small  States  as  Hawaii  and  Portugal.  Our  con- 
temporary suspects  that  the  abolition  of  Consular 
Jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Hawaii  may  per- 
haps be  a  device  to  counteract  the  influence  of 
the  movement  for  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement. 
If  such  be  the  Cabinet's  object,  the  Nippon 
thinks  that  it  only  deserves  ridicule. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  describes  the 
original  difference  between  the  Treaty  with 
Hawai  and  those  with  other  countries  of  the 
West,  and  says  that  the  present  abolition  of 
Consular  Jurisdiction  by  means  of  an  Imperial 
Ordinance  being  due  to  the  High  Contracting 
Parties'  mutual  consent,  the  result  is  the  same 
as  through  the  former  Treaty  had  been  revised 
under  the  signatures  of  the  delegates  of  the  two 
countries.  In  conclusion,  our  contemporary 
remarks  that,  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  a 
new  Constitution,  the  Provisional  Government 
of  Hawai  has  pledged  itself  to  place  Japanese 
residents  upon  the  same  footing  as  persons  of 
any  other  nationality. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE   NEW  PRESIDENT   OF  THE   HOUSE   OF  RE- 
PRESENTATIVES. 

The  question  of  candidates  for  the  presidency 
of  the  new  House  of  Representatives  appears 
to  have  narrowed  itself  to  three  members, 
Messrs.  Hoshi  Tom,  Kono  Hironaka  and  Kusu- 
moto  Masataka.  The  difficulty  about  Mr.  Hoshi 
is  that  lie  no  longer  belongs  nominally  to  the 
Jiyu  to.  One  would  imagine  that  indepen- 
dence of  party  ought  to  be  a  recommendation 
rather  than  an  obstacle  in  such  a  matter,  but 
the  fact  is  that  the  Radicals  want  to  have  a 
candidate  of  their  very  own  and  from  that  point 
of  view  they  would  prefer  Mr.  Kono  to  Mr. 
Hoshi.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  a  natural 
desire  to  vindicate  Mr.  Hoshi.  It  would  be  a 
signal  triumph  for  the  Jiyu- to  could  they  re- 
place him  in  the  presidential  chair.  Mr.  Kono 
is  understood  to  be  abstaining  from  any  attempt 
to  canvass,  so  that  it  is  difficult  at  present  to  foresee 
the  event.  Mr.  Kusumoto  is  understood  to  have 
the  support  of  the  six  sections  of  the  Opposition 
and  it  is  calculated  that  this  would  give  him  141 
votes,  which  is  certainly  a  very  liberal  estimate. 
The  Radical  vote,  if  cast  solid,  represents  124. 
Hence  neither  candidate  can  obtain  a  plurality 
from  his  direct  supporters,  and  the  decision 
must  ultimately  rest  with  the  35  so-called  In- 
dependents. Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  Mr. 
Oi  Kentaro  has  actually  been  spoken  of  as  a 


possible  candidate.  That  lie  would  have  the 
Support  of  the  Dai  Nippon  Kyokai  goes  without 
saying,  but  uiniour  alleges  that  the  SeitttU 
Chosa-io  would  also  vote  for  him.  Perhaps  so. 
There  is  no  accounting  for  lastes. 

m 

•  * 

Whether  Mr.  Hoshi  Tom  be  elected  or  not, 
his  supporters  propose,  it  is  said,  to  introduce 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  a 
motion  to  the  effect  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  not  empowered  to  pass  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  its  President.  That  will 
be  an  interesting  discussion. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 

The  sixth  session  of  the  Diet  drawing  near, 
politicians  are  assembling  in  Tokyo  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  The  general  plans  of  cam- 
paign to  be  pursued  in  the  coming  session  by 
various  parties  are  to  be  formally  decided  at 
conferences  of  the  respective  parties.  These 
plans  are  of  course  elaborated  at  the  head- 
quarters of  each  party,  but  with  regard  to  minor 
points — such  as  the  nomination  of  candidates 
for  the  Presidentship  of  the  Lower  House,  the 
election  of  Committees,  and  so  forth,  much 
depends  upon  the  inclinations  of  the  rank  and 
file  who  are  now  fast  pouring  in  from  the 
provincial  districts.  Consequently  the  con- 
ferences which  the  different  parties  are  about 
to  hold  before  the  opening  of  the  session  are 
looked  forward  to  with  considerable  interest. 
The  dates  of  these  meetings  areas  follow — : 
The  Radical  Party,  April  25th  ;  the  Progres- 
sionist Party,  May  5th  ;  the  National  Unionist 
Party,  April  15th  ;  and  the  Imperial  Fiscal  Re- 
form Association,  April  28th. 

*  * 

Of  these  conferences,  that  of  the  Radical 
Party  is  awaited  with  perhaps  the  greatest  in- 
terest. The  enemies  of  the  Jiyu  to  predict 
that  the  meeting  of  the  25th  instant  will  prob- 
ably witness  a  disruption  of  the  Party.  Two 
causes  of  dissension  are  enumerated — rivalry 
between  Mr.  Hoshi  and  Mr.  Kono  for  nomina- 
tion to  the  post  of  President  of  the  Lower  House, 
and  the  demand  of  a  powerful  section  of  the  pro- 
vincial Radicals  that  the  Standing  Council  be 
largely  increased  by  members  not  having  seats 
in  the  Diet.  The  latter  measure  is  claimed  to 
be  necessary  in  order  to  counterbalance  the  in- 
creased number  of  Parliamentary  members  of 
the  Committee.  The  younger  men  in  the  Party 
are  extremely  jealous  of  the  authority  exercised 
by  their  elders,  and  are,  therefore,  seeking  to 
increase  their  own  representatives  in  the  Council. 
Count  Itagaki,  however,  is  understood  to  be 
strongly  opposed  to  such  a  measure.  He  has 
declared,  it  is  said,  that  any  demand  for  an 
alteration  of  the  present  constitution  of  the 
Council  will  be  resisted  by  him  even  at  the  risk 
of  causing  the  secession  of  some  of  his  follow- 
ers. This  question  is  therefore  expected  to  cause 
stormy  debates  at  the  meeting.  As  to  the  al- 
leged rivalry  between  Mr.  Hoshi  and  Mr.  Kono, 
the  struggle  is  more  between  their  respective 
followers  than  between  the  men  themselves 
Indeed  Mr.  Kono  is  believed  to  be  unwilling  to 
set  himself  up  as  a  rival  candidate.  But  his 
followers  are  enthusiastic  in  his  cause,  and  so 
are  those  of  Mr.  Hoshi.  At  present  it  is  un- 
certain which  will  be  favoured  by  the  majority 
of  the  Council.  At  all  events,  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  will,  it  is  feared,  excite  some  un- 
pleasant feeling  between  the  followers  of  the 
rival  leaders. 

* 

*  * 

The  organization  of  the  Chugoku  Shimpo-io 
(Central  Provinces  Progress  Party),  of  which 
mention  has  been  made  in  these  columns  more 
than  once,  was  publicly  celebrated  at  Okayama 
on  the  3rd  instant.  The  manifesto  issued  on 
that  occassion  contains  the  following  items  : — 

1.  —  The  dignity  and  jdory  of  (lie  Imperial 
House  shall  be  maintained,  and  a  syvteni  of  Re- 
sponsible Cabinets  enforced. 

2.  — Supetfliious  expenses  shall  be  curtailed  and 
the  system  of  taxation  revised. 

3- — 1  he  defence  of  the  couiiti  y  shall  be  com- 


pleied  in  conformity  witi>  the  internal  and  external 
citcuintlAitoei  of  die  ic.ilm. 

4.  — The  national  light!  Of  tilt  coiinliy  shall  be 

■tierted  by  rewriting  the  Trenliei  on  a  basin  of 

equality. 

5.  —  Laws  incompatible  with  Constitutional  Go- 
veinment  shall  be  levised. 

6.  — The  system  of  Local  Government  shall  be 
revised  so  as  to  favour  the  giowlh  of  local  au- 
tonomy, 

7.  —  The  work  of  lipaiian  improvement  sliall  be 
completed  and  forestry  adm in  isl  1  at  ion  sliall  be 
placed  011  a  sound  basis. 

As  staled  on  a  former  occasion,  this  new  poli- 
tical party  is  a  device  of  the  Progressionists  to 
try  locally  the  experiment  of  amalgamating  the 
allied  sections  of  the  Opposition.  Mr.  Inukai 
Ki,  the  leading  spirit  of  the  new  party,  lias 
ostensibly  severed  his  connection  with  the  Pro- 
gressionists. But  that  is  only  a  matter  of  form, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  existing  Law  of  Political 
Associations  forbid  one  and  the  same  person  to 
be  connected  with  two  or  more  parties.  « 
* 

*  * 

It  is  rumoured  that  Count  Okuma  thinks  of 
dissolving  the  Progressionist  Party,  and  organiz- 
ing a  new  association  under  the  name  of  Shim* 
po-to,  combining  in  it  all  the  sections  of  the 
Opposition.  Some  people  slate  that  this  will 
take  place  before  the  opening  of  the  coming 
session  of  the  Diet. 

* 

Mr.  Shibusawa  Eiichi  has  of  lale  been  men- 
tioned as  a  candidate  for  the  portfolio  of 
Finance.  It  is  now  stated  that  he  would  not 
accept  the  post,  even  if  it  were  offered  to  him, 
unless  under  the  presidency  of  Count  Inouye. 
As  to  Count  Inouye,  he  is  not  likely  to  return 
to  the  capital  for  some  time.  Rumour  already 
points  to  him  as  the  most  probable  successor  of 
Count  Ito  in  the  Minister-Presidency. 


SMOKING  IN   RAILWAY  CARRIAGES. 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  has  a  story  of  a  wrangle 
said  to  have  occurred  between  some  foreigners, 
apparently  French,  and  Mr.  Ishikawa,  a  Judge 
of  the  Tokyo  Local  Court,  in  the  train  between 
Ofu  and  Okazaki,  on  the  Tokaido  line,  last 
Friday  (6th  instant).  There  were  ladies  in  the 
foreigners'  party,  and  as  Mr.  Ishikawa  began  to 
smoke  in  the  carriage,  one  of  the  foreigners,  in 
a  peremptory  manner,  ordered  him  lo  desist. 
Thereupon  ensued  an  exchange  of  compliments 
not  particularly  creditable,  so  far  as  we  can  see, 
to  either  party.  We  do  not  defend  rude  injunc- 
tions given  to  a  fellow-passenger  in  a  railway 
carriage,  but  neither  do  we  defend  smoking  in 
a  rail  way  carriage  where  follow-passengers  object. 
A  Japanese  gentleman  never,  so  far  as  we  know, 
thinks  of  asking  a  Japanese  lady  with  whom 
he  may  happen  to  be  travelling  whether  she 
objects  to  tobacco.  Women  in  Japan  are  not 
supposed  to  object  to  tobacco.  But  it  is  not  so 
in  Europe  and  America,  and  unless  Japanese 
courtesy  is  only  skin-deep — which  we  do  not 
for  a  moment  imagine — no  Japanese  ought  to 
smoke  in  a  carriage  with  a  foreign  lady-passen- 
ger until  lie  has  ascertained  whether  his  act 
will  discommode  her.  A  foreigner,  if  he  de- 
served to  be  called  a  gentlemen,  would  not 
wittingly  do  anything  that  might  be  disagreeable 
to  a  Japanese  lady  travelling  in  the  same  car- 
riage. The  canons  of  politeness  are  virtually 
the  same  all  the  world  over. 


THE   KOREAN  CHARGE  D'AFFAIRES. 

The  Korean  Charge  d 'Affaires'  sudden  de- 
parture from  Tokyo  seems  to  have  caused  uni- 
versal surprise  in  the  Capital.  It  now  appears 
that  he  took  that  step,  not  in  obedience  to  in- 
structions from  home,  but  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. As  to  the  cause  of  his  procedure, 
various  rumours  are  afloat.  There  is  evidently 
a  strong  suspicion  in  many  quarters  that  he  felt 
uneasy  about  the  possible  developments  of  the 
inquiry  now  being  conducted  into  the  plot  of 
assassination.  Surmise  is  that,  apprehending 
his  own  incompetence  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
his  post  under  the  present  trying  circumstances, 
he  deemed  it  wiser  to  withdraw  before  a  serious 
crisis  occurred.    Whatever  may  have  been  his 
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motives,  his  mysterious  conduct  has  not  added 
to  his  own  reputation  and  may  perhaps  prove 
very  inconvenient  at  such  a  juncture. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  writes  editorially 
in  the  following  strain  : — "  The  Korean  as- 
sassination affair  assumes  a  more  and  more 
mysterious  character  in  proportion  as  the  inves- 
tigations progress.    The  latest  addition  to  the 
train  of  strange  circumstances  is  the  sudden 
departure  of  the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires  ad 
interim.    On  quitting  Tokyo,  Mr.  Yu  is  said  to 
have  left  a  card  at  the  residences  of  the  Mini- 
ster and  Vice-Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to- 
gether with  a  letter  addressed  to  the  former. 
According  to  our  information,  his  return  to 
Korea  does  not  seem  to  have  been  either  on 
leave  of  absence  or  in  obedience  to  a  sum- 
mons from  his  superiors.     Nor  is  his  depar- 
ture to  be  understood  as   the  hauling  down 
of  his  flag.     Whatever  allowance  be  made  for 
his  ignorance  of  diplomatic  matters,  he  can  not 
escape  the   imputation  of  having  acted  very 
rashly.     Before  quitting  his  post,  the  Minister 
of  a  Foreign  Stale  must  openly  take  leave  of 
either  the  Sovereign  or  the  Government  to  whom 
he  is  accredited.    Failure  to  do  so  exposes 
him  to  the  charge  of  neglecting  proper  courtesy. 
Lord  Dufferin's  departure  from  Paris  without 
formally  taking  leave  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, was  generally  acknowledged  to  have  oc- 
curred under  circumstances  of  a  peculiar  na- 
ture; yet  nobody   was    bold  enough   to  de- 
fend his  conduct  as  right  and  proper.  What, 
then,   shall  be   said  of  a  case  where  there 
was  no  such  extenuating  circumstance?  In 
his  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Mr.  Yu  is  reported  to  have  used  language  im- 
plying dissatisfaction  with  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Japanese  Government  in  connection  with 
the  assassination  affair.    If  that  be  true,  his 
complaint  must  be  pronounced  altogether  in- 
comprehensible.   That  the  privileges  of  a  lega- 
tion do  not  include  the  right  of  affording  asylum 
to  fugitive  criminals,  is  a  principle  of  Inter- 
national Law  universally  acknowledged  in  civi- 
lized countries.    Whatever  may  be  the  status 
of  Ken  Toju,  and  Ken  Zaiju  in  their  native 
country,  there  is  nothing  to  exclude  them  from 
the  purview  of  Japanese  jurisdiction  while  in 
Japan,  since  they  are  neither  Princes  of  the 
Blood  nor  members  of  the  Legation.  Moreover, 
the    Japanese  Government  did  not    take  the 
measure  complained  of  until  the  resources  of 
friendly  correspondence  had  been  exhausted  to 
effect  the  delivery  of  the  two  Kens.  It  must  also 
be   remembered  that,  after  all,  the  expulsion 
of   these  culprits  from  the  precincts  of  the 
Legation  was  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Korean  Charge  d'Affaires.     Is  it  not  wholly 
unreasonable  that,  under  those  circumstances, 
he  should  feel  justified  in  complaining  of  the 
Japanese  Government's  conduct?  According 
to  a  current  report,  Mr.  Yu's  reluctance  to  deliver 
the  Kens  to  the  Japanese  Authorities  was  owing 
to  a  well  founded  apprehension  that  their  judi- 
cial examination  would  lead  to  the  discovery 
of    his    own    criminal    connections    with  the 
heinous  plot;  and  his  precipitate  retreat  was 
to  avoid  the  disgrace  of  being  formally  re- 
called at  the  request  of  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment.   That  is  not  an  unlikely  explanation  of 
his  singular  conduct.    But  then,  how  could  he 
leave  his  post  without  the  instruction  or  per- 
mission of  his  Government  ?    In  short,  his  con- 
duct in  beyond  the  comprehension  of  civilized 
common  sense.    As  to  the  fate  of  Mr.  Yu  on 
his  arrival  in  Soul,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  For, 
if  his  return  was  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  superiors,  he  must  have  been  recalled  for 
no  pleasant  purpose.    But  if,  as  is  more  pro- 
bable, he  left  his  post  without  such  instruc- 
tions, his  conduct  evinced   grave   neglect  of 
his   important  trust.     In   the   face   of  such 
a  prospect  awaiting  him   at   home,    the  cir- 
cumstances that  induced  him  to  leave  Tokyo 
must   have   been    exceptionally  complicated. 
It  is  the  moral  duty  of  a  strong  Power  to 
instruct  and  guide  the  weaker.    We  therefore 
trust  that  trifling  incidents   caused   by  igno- 
rance will  be  passed  over  by  Japan  with  becom- 
ing magnanimity.    But  no  insult  to  the  Sove- 


reignty of  the  Empire  can  be  suffered  to  go  un- 
repaired. We  earnestly  hope  that,  pending  the 
conclusion  of  the  judicial  investigations  now  in 
progress,  no  precipitate  action  will  be  taken  by 
our  Government  or  our  countrymen. 

* 

*  * 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  regrets  the  singular 
conduct  of  the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires,  as 
it  only  tends  to  increase  the  suspicion  that  he 
was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  plot  of  as- 
sassination. If  the  rumour  of  his  implication 
be  correct,  his  departure  must  be  regarded  in 
the  light  of  a  flight,  and  he  is,  in  the  Yomiuri 's 
opinion,  no  longer  entitled  to  the  respect  of  the 
apanese  public. 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  also  strongly  criticises  Mr.  Yu's 
conduct  as  contrary  to  the  received  practice  of 
civilized  nations.  Our  contemporary  seems  to 
attach  some  importance  to  a  rumour  that  the 
plot  of  assassination  owes  its  origin  to  the 
instigation  of  a  certain  powerful  country.  Al- 
together the  Kokkai  is  disposed  to  take  an 
alarmist  view  of  the  matter.  It  observes  that, 
there  being  no  longer  any  properly  authorized 
Korean  Representative  in  Japan,  the  Japanese 
Minister  at  Soul  ought  to  be  instructed  to  de- 
mand from  the  Korean  Governmental)  explana- 
tion of  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  its  Repre- 
sentative. The  present  affair  may,  in  our 
contemporary's  opinion,  lead  to  serious  com- 
plications, and  nobody  can  foresee  what 
event  may  not  lake  place  in  the  peninsular 
Kingdom.  Consequently,  the  Kokkai  thinks  il 
of  urgent  necessity  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
war-vessels  should  be  at  once  despatched  to 
Korea  to  protect  Japanese  subjects  there  in  the 
event  of  a  disturbance. 

*  * 

According  to  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  Mr. 
Kim  Sashun,  Secretary  of  the  Korean  Legation 
in  Tokyo,  informed  the  Minister  of  Slate  for 
Foreign  Affairs  on  the  10th  instant  that  he  had 
received  instructions  from  his  Government  to 
act  as  Charge  d Affaires.  The  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  however,  very  naturally  replied 
that  pending  the  settlement  of  the  questions 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Government  of  Korea 
with  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Yu 
Kin-huan,  it  was  obviously  impossible  to  re- 
cognise a  new  Charge. 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE   JAPANESE  ARMY 
AND  NAVY. 

An  essay  by  Mr.  Yamane  in  a  recent  number 
of  the  Japanese  Sanitary  Association's  Proceed- 
ings shows  a  disquieting  state  of  affairs  with 
regard  to  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases 
among  the  men  of  the  Japanese  Army  and 
Navy.  The  Tokyo  Garrison  has  the  best  record. 
Its  percentage  of  diseased  men  during  the  7 
years  1886  to  1892  only  once  rose  above  20  in 
every  thousand.  In  Nagoya  the  average  for  the 
same  period  was  40  per  1,000.  In  Fushimi 
the  figure  rose  to  157.81  in  1889,  and  never  fell 
below  43.66  (in  1892),  the  average  being  71  ; 
while  in  Otsu,  which  enjoys  the  discredit  of 
heading  the  list,  the  average  was  87.  The  Navy's 
case  is  even  more  alarming,  for  it  seems  to  be 
on  a  downward  grade.  Its  returns  for  the  four 
years  ending  1892  were  86.23,  97.45.  92-I5.a»d 
in. 32  per  1,000,  respectively. 


SOME   CURIOUS  POEMS  ON  THE  KOREAN  AFFAIR. 

The  Japanese  are  very  fond  of  playing  upon 
words,  especially  in  poetical  metre.  The  hokku, 
a  stanza  of  5,  7,  5  syllables,  lends  itself  readily  to 
such  rhyming  puns,  and  is  hence  much  in  vogue. 
Still  in  face  of  the  fact  that  Kim  Ok-kyun  was 
very  popular  among  the  people,  it  is  somewhat 
of  a  surprise  to  find  the  Miyako  Shimbun  pub- 
lishing half-a-dozen  hokku  of  this  kind  on  the 
death  of  the  Korean  refugee.  Not  that  anything 
unpleasant  is  either  said  or  intended,  but  it  is 
surely  making  light  of  a  serious  matter.  Every 
one  of  these  verselets  loses  its  point  in  an  Eng- 
lish translation.    The  best  reads  as  follows  :— 

Shanghai  no 

Yado  de  Kingyo  no 
Sashimi  kana ! 

The  stanza  contains  two  well-turned  witticisms. 


Kim  Ok-kyun's  name  means  litually  "  Gold- 
Jewel-Peaceful,"  his  patronymic  being  the 
first  of  these  three.  So  in  this  hokku  lie  is 
alluded  to  as  kingyo,  "  gold-fish."  Again, 
sashimi  is,  as  every  one  who  has  attended  a  Japa- 
nese dinner  must  know,  raw,  sliced  fish.  In  the 
above  stanza,  however,  the  characters  have  this 
sound  only,  the  real  meaning  of  the  two  ideo- 
graphs chosen  being  "  stabbed"  or  "  killed'-  and 
"body."  Taking  the  sound  only,  the  sense  is 
"  Alas  !  In  the  Hotel  at  Shanghai  they  give  one 
sashimi  of  gold-fish."  A  second  hokku  runs 
thus  : — 

Meiyo  no  tama  wo 

Tsuri-gane  ga 
Oshi-tsubusni. 

Tama,  "  jewel,"  of  course  stands  for  the  un- 
fortunate Korean.  Tsuri-gane  can  either  mean 
a  "  large  bell  "  or  a  "  pecuniary  bribe."  The 
sense  is:  "A  large  bell  has  pushed  against  and 
broken  a  famous  jewel,"  i.e.  the  celebrated 
Kim  has  been  lured  to  his  death  by  the  hope  of 
pecuniary  gain.  A  third  stanza  refers  to  Boku- 
Eiko  : — 

Boku  wa  buji 

Desuga,  kinodoku 
Nawa  Kin-shi. 

The  point  turns  on  the  two  words  boku  and  buji. 
The  former,  literally  "slave"  or  "servant,"  is 
often  used  as  an  equivalent  for  the  first  personal 
pronoun  ;  written  as  it  is  in  katakana,  it  may 
here  also  stands  for  the  Japanese  transliteration 
of  Boku's  name.  Bu  ji  means  "  withoul-any- 
thing,"  hence  "  idle,"  "  unemployed,"  and  here 
having  also  the  deeper  signification  of  "  un- 
harmed," so  we  may  construe  either  "  I  have 
nothing  to  do  (with  the  matter)  yet  cannot  help 
regretting  (the  death  of)  Mr.  Kim,"  or  "  Boku 
is  unharmed,  yet  how  sorrowful  (the  fate  of) 
Mr.  Kim!" 


VICARIOUS  ATONEMENT. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  a  recent  day,  the 
keeper  of  a  boarding-house  in  Hongo,  Tokyo, 
discovered  one  of  his  lodgers  dead  in  his  room, 
having  commitled  suicide  by  taking  morphine. 
Under  the  young  man's  pillow — he  was  only 
twenty-eight  years  old — were  found  several 
letters,  addressed  to  his  parents,  relatives,  and 
particularly  to  his  elder  brother.  From  these 
it  appeared  that  the  suicide's  name  was  Ishiwara 
Kaoru,  who  had  but  recently  returned  from  the 
United  States,  an  ex-student  of  the  Imperial 
University  and  one  who  bore  in  general  an  ex- 
emplary name.  His  elder  brother's  profligacy 
had  long  preyed  on  his  mind,  and  it  is  said 
that  he  had  frequently  made  the  pregnant  state- 
ment that  only  his  own  death  would  suffice 
to  bring  his  spendthrift  brother  to  his  senses. 
Kaoru  had  repeatedly  begged  his  brother  to 
amend  his  ways  and  not  bring  shame  on  their 
parents.  On  Thursday,  the  day  before  his  rash 
deed,  their  old  mother  had  sent  word  that  she 
was  coming  up  to  the  capital  and  begged  her 
elder  son  to  meet  her.  Kaoru  went  in  search 
of  him,  but  found  that  lie  had  left  the  capital 
in  company  with  one  of  his  mistresses.  Return- 
ing to  his  lodgings,  Kaoru  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
parents,  stating  that  he  was  resolved  to  die  in 
the  hope  of  bringing  about  his  elder  brother's 
reform  ;  that  he  acted  as  he  did  out  of  filial 
piety  and  trusted  that  his  death  would  reunite 
the  family.  Letters  of  the  same  tenor  were  ad- 
dressed to  other  friends  and  relatives  asking 
their  pardon  for  what  he  was  about  to  do  ;  and 
finally  one  impassioned  and  pathetic  message 
written  to  his  brother.  When  found  the  next 
morning,  life  had  been  extinct  for  several  hours. 


"  PRACTICAL  BUSINESS  CONVERSATION." 

Mr.  C.  G.  Coningham,  Head  Foreign  Teacher 
in  the  Yokohama  Eigo-Gakko,  and  Mr.  M.  T. 
Kondo,  Principal  of  that  School,  have  published 
a  little  work  for  the  special  use  of  Japanese 
merchants  dealing  with  foreigners.  They  have 
adopted  the  plan  of  dividing  the  book  into  a 
number  of  dialogues,  each  destined  to  serve 
under  particular  circumstances,  and  each  pre- 
faced by  a  short  vocabulary  of  words  specially 
useful  under  those  circumstances.  Thus,  we 
have  in  the  first  place  two  chapters  of  a  general 
character — "Common Expressions, "and  "Shop- 
ping,"— after  which  the  subjects  of  the  dialogues 
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are  "  I11  a  Book-store,"  "  In  a  Curio-shop,"  "  In 
a  Draper's-shop, '  and  so  forth.    There  are  23 
of  such  chapter8,  the  last  being  miscellaneous. 
Apparently  the  compilers  have  not  sought  to 
assist  tlie  ordinary  foreign  student  of  Japanese, 
for  all  the  vernacular  equivalents  of  the  English 
phrases  are  given  in  Kana-majiri  ideographic 
script  only,  but  of  course  the  difficulty  thus  pre- 
sented can  be  overcome  by  any  student  suffi- 
ciently resolute  to  Romanize  the  Japanese  for 
himself,  with  the  aid  of  a  teacher.    The  sen- 
tences appear  to  be  so  well  chosen  that  it  seems 
a  pity  not  to  have  brought  the  book  more  im- 
mediately into  the  field  of  foreign  students  by 
adding  a  Romanized  version.    However,  the 
writers  doubtless  had  their  own  views  upon  that 
point.    Certainly  they  have  conferred  a  great 
boon  upon  those  for  whom  the  work  is  avowedly 
compiled,  namely,  "  Japanese  merchants  deal- 
ins:  with  foreigners." 


When   a  girl  gels  a  red  ear,  she  chooses  the 
yOUltl  who  shall  ktai  her.    There  are  variations, 
but  we  have   no   encyclopedia  that  deseribes 
them.    Some  one  should  compile  A  history  of 
kissing.    The  frontispiece  should  be  a  picture 
of  Dominie  Brown  and  his  sweetheart  Janet. 
They  took  their  fust  kiss  after  a  courtship  of 
seven  years.    One  evening,  as  they  sal  toge- 
ther in   ihe   customary   solemn  silence,  Mr. 
Brown   summoned  courage,  and  said  : — "  We 
have  been  acquainted  now  for  seven  years,  and 
I've  ne'er  gotten  a  kiss  yet.    D'ye  think  I 
might  tak'  wan,  my  bonnie  girl?"    "Just  a9 
you  like,  only  be  becoming  wi'  it."  "Surely, 
Janet,  we'll  ask  a  blessing.    For  what  we  are 
about  to  receive,  Lord,  make  us  truly  thankful." 
The  kiss  was  taken,   and  the  worthy  divine, 
overpowered  by  the  blissful  sensation,  raptur- 
ously  exclaimed  :— "  Oh,  Janet,  it  is  gude. 
We'll  return  thanks."     Six  months  afterward 
they  were  married.  


A  NOVEL  ASSOCIATION. 

Fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  there  was  organ- 
ized in  Japan,  under    the  auspices    of  Mr. 
Yasuda  Zenjiro  and  two  or  three  others,  an 
association  based  in  effect  on  the  principle  of 
mutual  insurance.  The  membership  was  limited 
to  five  hundred  and  the  simple  principle  go- 
verning the  Association's  procedure  was  that 
n  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  one  of  its  mem- 
bers the  others  should  subscribe  two  yen  each 
to  be  presented  to  his  family.    The  project  met 
with  thorough  success.    No  difficulty  presented 
itself  except  that  of  keeping  the  number  of 
members  within  the  prescribed  limit.  A  hundred 
and  twenty-two  deaths  occurred  between  the 
date  of  the  Association's  formation  and  the 
present  time,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty-two 
thousand  dollars  were  duly  paid  to  the  families 
of  the  deceased.    It  was  in  fact  the  first  life 
insurance  company  in  Japan.    Since  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  Commercial  Code,  however, 
every  association   of   the    kind  is  obliged  to 
comply  with  legal  formalities  and  to  be  subject 
to  due  official  inspection.    Under  these  circum- 
stances the  company  has  found  it  necessary  to 
re-organize  itself  on  the  basis  of  an  ordinary 
insurance  company.    Its   capital  is  fixed  at 
200,000  yen  ;  3/20  of  the  profits  are  to  go  to  the 
reserve,  3/20  as  rewards  to  officers,  and  3/50  to 
the  shareholders,  the  remainder  being  distri- 
buted among  the  policy-holders.    It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  the   cooperative   principle  has 
been  adopted. 

THE  HYOGO  INSURANCE  QUESTION. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  difficulty  be 
tween  the  Hyogo  Warehouse  Company  whose 
premises  were  recently  destroyed  by  fire  and 
the  three  offices  in  which  they  were  insured. 
Of  these  three  offices,  the  Meiji  Office  paid  up 
at  once  with  wise  alacrity,  but  the  two  others 
whose  liability  amounted  in  all  to  39,000  yen 
declined  to  pay  on  the  ground  that  the  policy 
had  been  vitiated  by  the  storage  of  inflammable 
substances  in  the  Warehouses.    We  now  read 
that    the    Nippon    Insurance    Company  has 
agreed  to  a  compromise,  namely,  payment  of 
the  claim  less  one-third,  the  reduction  being 
made  in  consideration  of  the  presence  of  in- 
flammable goods.    But  the  Osaka  Insurance 
Company  is  more  logical  if  less  practical.  It 
maintains  that  it  must  be  either  wholly  liable 
or  not  liable  at  all. 


Speaking  of  insurance,  we  may  mention  that 
the  loss  of  the  Meiji  Insurance  Company  in 
connection  with  the  recent  disaslous  fire  in 
Nagaoka  is  said  to  be  $1, 600  yen.  Fortune  is 
very  kind  to  this  company.  A  few  more  heavy 
losses  promptly  paid  will  secure  to  it  a  lion's 
share  of  insurance  business  in  Japan. 


THE   SUGITA  CASE. 

There  is  intense  feeling  with  regard  to  theSugita 
case  in  Tokyo,  and  it  seems  that  partisan  spirit 
has  much  to  do  with  the  very  forcible  and  out- 
spoken paragraphs  in  the  columns  of  the  verna- 
cular press.  Mr.  Sugita  Teiichi,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, made  a  murderous  and  possibly 
fatal  attack  on  his  younger  halfrbrother  Koba- 
zashi  Kenhin.  The  former  is  a  member  of 
parliament  elect  and  Radical  in  politics,  so  that 
all  the  Radical  organs  are  either  eagerly  es- 
pousing his  cause  or  else  painting  the  character 
of  his  victim  in  very  black  colours.  We  are 
told,  for  instance,  that  Kobayashi  is  the  son 
of  a  second  wife;  that  he  has  long  refused  to 
listen  to  his  elder  brother's  counsel  and  exhorta- 
tion ;  that  he  is  given  to  excesses  of  all  kinds 
and  has  hitherto  led  a  most  vagrant  and  disre- 
putable life.  It  was  for  these  reasons,  it  is 
alleged,  that  Mr.  Sugita's  patience  was  exhaust- 
ed. The  direct  cause  of  the  quarrel  was  the 
spendthrift's  proposal  that  the  elder  brother 
should  give  him  one-half  of  his  patrimony.  All 
this  certainly  reads  strongly  in  Mr.  Sugita's 
favour;  but  there  is  probably  a  reverse  to  the 
medal. 


$25  and  $30  to  a  friend  of  Mr.  NakajimAH. 
YVc  learn  with  pleasant  surprise  from  Mr.  Naka- 

II ma's  lecture  that  although  the  Chinese  at  the 

Open  Roils  hold  the  Japanese  in  contempt,  the 
Chinese  in  ihe  interior  regard  them  with  much 
respecl,  knowing  them  to  this  day  an  people 
from  the  anciently  lenowned  land  of  Yeishu  or 
Fuso.  On  the  oilier  hand,  these  name  Chinese 
have  a  rooted  aversion  for  Occidentals. 

K  OKI'.  AN  NEWS. 

The  latest  correspondence  received  by  Japanese 
journals  from  the  peninsular  kingdom  contains 
nothing  beyond  meagre  statements  that  the  tele- 
graphic message  announcing  Kim  Ok-kyuu's 
assassination  caused  a  profound  sensation  in 
Soul,  and  that  the  Ming  family  is  highly  pleased 
at  the  incident. 

*  * 

In  connection  with  the  plot  of  assassination, 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  Korean  correspon- 
dents of  the  vernacular  press  agree  in  stating 
that  the  establishment  of  the  Shin-riu  Gijiku 
(a  school  for  Koreans)   in  Tokyo,  by  Boku 
Eiko  and  other  refugees,  with  the  countenance 
and  pecuniary  assistance  of  a  large  number  of 
Japanese  in  high  stations,  has  proved  an  effec- 
tual barrier  to  any  improvement   of  Korean 
sentiment  toward  Japan.     Rightly  or  wrongly, 
the  Koreans  believe  that  the  school   is  part 
of  an  aggressive  scheme  supposed  to  be  in- 
cubating in  Japan  against  the  independence  of 
the  peninsula.    Since  the  opening  of  the  school, 
the  Korean  authorities  are  said  to  have  adopted 
strict  measures  for  preventing  young  men  from 
crossing  the  sea  to  Japan.    The  suspicions  thus 
awakened  in  the  minds  of  Korean  officials  are 
reported  to  have  seriously  impeded  the  negotia- 
tions conducted  by  Mr.  Otori  for  abolishing  the 
prohibitory  edict  against  the  export  of  rice. 
Some  correspondents  seem  to  believe  that  the 
Korean  Government's  desire  to  remove  Kim, 
Boku,  and  other  principal  exiles  must  have  been 
increased  by  the  establishment  of  the  school  in 
Tokyo. 


KISSING. 

There  are  such  things  as  "Kissing  Bees." 
Their  locale  is  the  far  West  of  the  United 
States.  We  don't  exactly  know  how  they  are 
conducted.  There  is  also  an  amusement  called 
"  husking."  The  players  sit  round  a  heap  of 
corn  from  which  they  draw  ears.  When  a  red 
ear  comes  to  the  hands  of  a  lucky  swain,  he 
is  entitled  to  a  kiss  from  every  lass  present. 


AN  INTREPID  TRAVELLER. 

Mr.  Nakajima  Saichi,  a  Japanese  who  recently 
returned  from  China,  has  a  remarkable  record 
as  a  traveller.    In  July,  1891,  he  crossed  to  the 
Middle  Kingdom,  and  stayed  a  month  and  a 
half  in  Shanghai  studying  the  vernacular.  Then 
he  set  out  on  foot  for  Peking,  with  $2.30  in  his 
purse  and  a  packet  of  drugs,  by  selling  which 
he  hoped  to  eke  out  his  resources.  The  distance 
is  1,000  miles,  approximately,  and  he  is  said 
to  have  accomplished   it  in  40  days,  a  feat 
sufficiently  remarkable.    His  knowledge  of  the 
language  proved  so  defective  that  he  could  not 
sell  any  drugs,  and  was  consequently  obliged 
to  subsist  on  his  $2.30.    He  made  that  pittance 
suffice  by  eating  only  sweet  potatoes,  and  by 
passing  the  night  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
fields.    Wearing  Chinese  costume  and  a  pig- 
tail, but  being  unable  to  speak,  he  passed  for 
a  Chinese  mute.    There  remained  3  rin  in  his 
pocket  when  he  reached  Peking.    His  next 
journey  was  from  Peking  to  Canton,  4,000 
miles.    It  took  six  months,  which,  being  an 
average  of  over  20  miles  per  day,  sounds  very 
wonderful  for  a  man  on  foot.    Then  he  went 
from  Canton  to  Shanghai,  having  first  visited 
Formosa.     How  he  managed  to  get  along  with 
such  scanty  means  as  he  possessed  is  a  mystery. 
He  has  related  some  of  his  experiences  to  the 
Geographical  Society  of  Japan.    Between  Lok- 
yang  and   Dzang-on  he   found  a  number  of 
pit-dwellers,   of    whose    domiciles    he  made 
practical  test.    The  Mongolians  attracted  much 
of  his  attention.    The  Chinese  Government,  he 
says,  is  making  a  steady  effort  to  exterminate 
them  by  enforcing  the  Llama  tenet  against 
open  marriage,  and  by  bestowing  rewards  on 
widows  who  remain  without  a  second  husband. 
Apparently  a  Mongolian  wife  is  decidedly  the 
better  half,  for  if  she  takes  her  own  life,  her 
husband  is  considered  de  facto  in  fault,  and  be- 
comes liable  to  a  fine,  if  not  to  decapitation. 
Hence  to  be  a  mediator  in  conjugal  troubles  is 
a  lucrative  occupation.    It  brought  douceurs  of 


Ming  Eishun,  though  only  about  thirty-eight 
years  of  age,  is  said  to  be  the  most  power- 
ful as  well  as  the  most  wealthy  of  the  Korean 
Ministers  of  Stale.  Minister  of  Home  Affairs, 
..e  is  reported  to  have  recently  received  in 
addition  the  portfolio  of  War.  His  only  rival 
is  Ming  Eikan,  Minister  of  Ceremony  and 
Education,  but  the  latter  is  stated  to  be  now  far 
less  popular  than  he  formerly  was. 

* 

*  * 

The  Japanese  School  in  Soul,  under  the 
Korean  Government,  is  reported  to  be  making 
fair  progress.  The  present  number  of  students 
is  twenty-four.  Being  all  sons  of  men  of  quality, 
their  prospects  are  bright.  At  present  only  ihe 
commonest  branches  of  knowledge  are  taught, 
but  with  the  progress  of  the  students,  the  cur- 
riculum is  to  be  gradually  enlarged  so  as  to 
embrace  lectures  on  political  economy  and 
other  higher  subjects.  The  principal  is  Mr. 
Nagashima  Ganjiro. 


The  Korean  officials  of  the  Ming  faction,  ac- 
cording to  the  Jiji  Shimpos  correspondent, 
have  under  contemplation  the  publication  of  a 
newspaper.  Its  general  style  is  to  be  modelled 
after  Japanese  journals,  and  the  chief  editor  is 
to  be  engaged  from  Japan.  The  task  of  finding 
a  suitable  Japanese  edilor  is  said  to  have  been 
entrusted  to  Mr.  Ken  Zanko,  formerly  a  secre- 
tary to  the  Korean  Legation  in  Tokyo. 

* 

*  * 

New  coins  corresponding  to  Japanese  copper 
pieces  of  1  sen  have  been  issued  by  the  Korean 
Government,  which,  however,  has  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  make  any  official  announcement  of 
the  facl.  No  coins  of  other  denominations 
have  as  yet  been  put  into  circulation. 

* 

*  * 

The  Korean  Government  is  said  to  have  de- 
cided to  span  the  Han  river  with  an  iron  bridge. 
That  river  has  to  be  crossed  in  going  to  Soul 
from  Ninsen,  and  the  passage  is  at  present 
effected  by  means  of  ferry  boats.    A  request, 
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it  is  reported,  has  already  been  made  to  the 
Japanese  Government,  through  Mr.  Otori,  for 
the  services  of  an  engineer  to  direct  the  work. 
* 

*  * 

A  favourable  decision  has  at  length  been 
arrived  at  with  regard  to  the  seaward  extension 
of  the  Japanese  settlement  at  Ninsen,  which 
has  been  for  some  time  a  subject  of  frequent 
communications  between  the  Japanese  Repre- 
sentative and  the  Korean  Government.  The 
work  will  be  commenced  before  long.  The 
German  Consul  has  always  been  opposed  to 
this  scheme,  and  it  is  feared  that  he  may  try  to 
prevent  its  consummation,  but  there  are  hopes 
that  his  obstruction  may  prove  ineffectual. 

*  • 

*  * 

The  northern  districts  of  the  peninsular 
Kingdom  are  said  to  be  at  present  greatly  dis- 
turbed, owing  to  popular  complaints  against 
the  tyranny  and  extortion  of  the  local  authori- 
ties.   The  Governors  of  the  localities  are  said 

to  be  unable  to  suppress  the  disturbances. 
* 

*  * 

According  to  a  report  received  by  Japanese 
papers  from  the  Kohosha  (a  Japanese  news 
agency)  in  Soul,  the  news  of  Kim's  assassina- 
tion seems  to  have  been  received  with  unfeigned 
delight  by  the  Korean  Government.  On  the 
arrived  of  the  intelligence,  the  King  summoned 
to  his  presence  Cho  Giyen,  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  and  expressed  to  the  latter  his 
satisfaction  aL  the  success  of  the  assassination 
plot,  which  is  said  to  have  been  chiefly  elaborat- 
ed by  that  official.  Hong  Tjyong-Ou,  the  mur- 
derer of  Kim,  is  reported  to  be  a  close  follower 
of  Cho,  whose  bread  he  ate  for  more  than  three 
years.  The  Tai  Won-kun,  however,  is  said  to 
feel  deeply  the  cruel  death  of  Kim,  and  many 
private  individuals  are  indignant  at  the  indecent 
joy  with  which  the  whole  of  Korean  officialdom 
lias  received  the  news.  But  these  persons  dare 
not  publicly  avow  their  sentiments  through 
dread  of  exciting  the  suspicion  of  the  ascen- 
dant faction.  Among  officials,  the  Ming  section 
is  reported  to  be  especially  pleased  with  the 
news.  Its  leader,  Ming  Eishun,  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  and  of  War,  spent  the  whole  night 
of  the  30th  ultimo  holding  a  revel  with  a  large 
number  of  his  followers  to  commemorate  the 
fall  of  their  most  dreaded  enemy.  What  is 
more  singular  is  a  report  that  the  Viceroy  Li 
Hung-chang  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Korean 
King  congratulating  him  on  the  death  of  Kim. 
A  similar  message  is  said  to  have  been  received 
from  Ming  Yon-ik,  now  staying  in  Hongkong. 
According  to  rumours  current  at  the  lime  when 
this  correspondence  was  written,  the  Korean 
Government  had  decided  to  appoint  Hong,  the 
assassin,  to  a  high  military  post  (commander  of 
a  corps)  by  way  of  reward  for  his  signal  service. 
As  to  Kim's  corpse,  immediately  upon  arrival 
in  Soul,  it  was  to  be  quartered  and  exposed  at 
public  thoroughfares  in  the  Capital. 

*  * 

Formerly  there  were  in  Korea  several  influen- 
tial families  of  nearly  equal  power  and  patron- 
age. But  since  the  failure  of  the  cmeute  of 
1884,  the  Ming  family  has  gradually  increased 
in  influence  until,  at  the  present  -  moment,  it 
may  fairly  be  said  to  monopolize  the  official 
patronage  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Kims,  Bokus, 
Lis,  Chos,  Sais,  and  others  are  nowhere.  The 
more  high-spirited  members  of  these  once 
powerful  families  are  said  to  have  retired  into 
private  life.  After  the  withdrawal  of  these  rival 
families  from  the  field,  the  members  of  the  do- 
minant faction  are  said  to  have  began  to  quarrel 
among  themselves.  For  the  past  few  years  keen 
competition  existed  between  Ming  Eikan  and 
Ming  Eishun,  but  the  latter  has  at  last  gained  a 
complete  victory  over  the  former.  Ming  Eishun, 
however,  is  reported  to  be  very  uneasy  about  the 
rumours  of  a  speedy  return  from  Hongkong  of 
Ming  Yon-ik,  who  fled  to  the  British  colony  in 
consequence  of  a  certain  rash  action  that  ex- 
posed him  to  the  suspicion  of  having  gone  too 
far  in  his  friendship  with  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. According  to  a  correspondent  of  the 
vernacular  press,  China  is  said  to  have  recently 
inclined  more  in  the  direction  of  cooperation 
with  Russia  in  watching  over  the  interests  of  the 


peninsular  Kingdom,  and  in  consequence  of 
this  change,  a  certain  Chinese  statesman  is  be- 
lieved to  have  advised  Ming  Yon-ik  to  return  to 
his  native  country.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  true  cause,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that 
his  return  to  Soul  is  now  desired  by  the  King. 
* 

*  * 

All  Japanese  correspondents  appear  to  think 
that  there  is  a  great  potential  force  in  the  Ko- 
rean people,  which,  if  rightly  developed,  will 
inaugurate  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of  their 
country.  In  the  now  almost  constant  risings 
against  their  local  tyrants,  the  Koreans  have 
shown  themselves  possessed  of  a  spirit  of  in- 
dependence and  courage. 

* 

*  * 

In  spite  of  these  risings,  extortion  and  op- 
pression are  said  to  continue  as  prevalent  as 
ever.  A  recent  instance  that  took  place  in  Soul 
is  mentioned.  One  of  the  most  wealthy  mer- 
chants, who  under  exceptional  favour  of  the 
official  class  had  been  doing  a  thriving  business, 
recently  incurred  the  displeasure  of  some  persons 
in  high  places.  The  nature  of  his  offence  is  not 
known,  but  his  property  was  confiscated,  and 
he,  with  his  family,  were  ordered  to  leave  the 
capital  never  to  return. 

*  * 

The  Japanese  settlement  at  Fusan  is  to  be 
shortly  supplied  with  healthy  drinking  water. 
A  sum  of  20,000  yen  was  recently  voted  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Municipal  Council,  and  an 
engineer,  Mr.  Sato  Sekiyo,  was  invited  from 
Osaka  to  undertake  the  laying  of  water  pipes. 
* 

*  * 

The  Kerosene  Oil  Company,  about  which 
there  has  of  late  been  much  talk,  has  finally 
been  organized  at  Fusan,  with  a  capital  of 
25,000  yen. 


SUBSIDIES  TO   VESSELS  ON   FOREIGN  LINES. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  of  the  51b  instant  advises  the 
Government  to  introduce  in  the  approaching 
session  of  the  Diet  a  Bill  for  giving  aid  to  steam- 
ships employed  on  foreign  routes.  Such  a 
measure  was  submitted  in  the  fifth  session,  but 
our  contemporary  calls  for  the  adoption  of  a 
more  comprehensive  scheme.  According  to 
(he  Bill  introduced  last  session,  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  was 
estimated  at  about  half  a  million  v««  per  annum. 
The  Jiji  recommends  the  expenditure  of  two 
or  three  million  yen.  The  aid  should  be  given, 
it  says,  in  equitable  proportions  to  all  com- 
panies engaged  in  foreign  navigation.  Should 
such  a  scheme  be  established,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  render  special  assistance  to  the  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha  on  account  of  its  Bombay 
line.  Speaking  of  the  last  mentioned  line,  the 
Jiji  observes  that,  for  the  coming  two  years, 
during  which  time  the  present  contract  with  the 
Guild  of  the  Japan  Cotton  Spinners  will  continue 
in  force,  the  Yusen  Kaisha  will  be  able  unassist- 
ed to  maintain  the  service  to  India.  But  upon 
the  expiration  of  that  contract,  it  will  probably 
become  impossible  for  the  Company  to  continue 
the  contest  with  its  great  rival.  Consequently 
it  is  of  urgent  necessity  that  some  comprehen- 
sive system  of  giving  subsidies  to  vessels  em- 
ployed on  foreign  lines  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Diet.  That  such  a  measure  would  be  readily 
consented  to  by  the  Diet,  admits  of  no  doubt, 
for  in  the  fourth  session  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives voted  by  a  large  majority  a  Repre- 
sentation to  the  Cabinet  on  the  same  subject, 
urging  the  importance  of  providing  sufficient 
inducement  for  the  development  of  the  country's 
steamship  navigation  to  foreign  parts. 

* 

*  * 

In  its  issue  of  the  next  day,  the  Jiji  calls  the 
attention  of  the  companies  engaged  in  foreign 
navigation  to  the  importance  of  employing  first 
class  vessels  and  experienced  officers.  For  the 
coasting  trade  and  on  lines  to  Korean  and 
Chinese  ports,  it  is  not  so  necessary  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  these  points.  But  in  the 
case  of  other  foreign  service,  where  the  cus- 
tomers are  almost  entirely  foreign  merchants, 
it  is  imperatively  necessary  for  the  success 
of  the  undertaking  to  win,  the  confidence  of 


foreigners.  The  only  way  to  secure  that  object 
is  to  provide  vessels  of  the  first  class  and  em- 
ploy experienced  European  navigators.  There 
are  Japanese  captains  of  a  high  order  of 
capacity,  who  compare  not  unfavourably  with 
those  of  European  nationalities.  But  the  ques- 
tion of  ability  and  experience  is  not  the  only 
one  to  be  considered  by  the  Japanese  com- 
panies. Shippers  in  foreign  ports,  being  ignorant 
of  Japanese  affairs  and  probably  prejudiced 
against  men  of  this  race,  are  reluctant  to  entrust 
their  goods  to  ships  commanded  by  Japanese. 
However  regrettable  such  a  state  of  affairs  may 
be,  the  fact  must  be  accepted  as  such.  Japan- 
ese shipowners  are,  therefore,  advised  to  place 
their  vessels  plying  to  foreign  ports  under  the 
command  of  experienced  foreign  Captains.  The 
great  success  which  the  former  Mitsu  Bishi 
Steamship  Company  achieved  under  the  late  Mr. 
Iwasaki  Yataro's  management,  is  ascribed  to 
the  circumstance  that  he  did  not  grudge  money 
in  order  to  obtain  good  vessels  and  capable 
foreign  navigators.  The  construction  of  first- 
class  vessels  involves  so  much  expenditure, 
that  the  present  steamship  companies  in  this 
country  may  think  it  beyond  their  power.  But, 
seeing  that  ere  long  regular  subsidies  may  be 
looked  forward  to  from  the  Treasury,  they  are 
advised  to  take  early  measures  for  providing 
themselves  with  vessels  of  superior  quality. 

THE  POSTAL  AND  TELEGRAPHIC  SCHOOL. 

One  of  the  most  flourishing  educational  in- 
stitutions in  the  metropolis  is  the  Yubin  Den- 
shin  Gakko,  or  Postal  and  Telegraphic  School. 
Established  only  some  four  years  ago,  it  has 
won,  under  most  able  management,  an  enviable 
name  for  itself,  the  graduates  being,  it  is  said, 
certain  of  instant  employment  at  a  monthly 
salary  of  not  less  than  thirty  yen.  Some  of 
the  very  best  teachers  in  Japan  are  on  the 
list  of  instructors,  at  least  two  of  them  being 
conversant  with  four  languages,  while  several 
others  are  well-known  as  the  compilers  of  text- 
books now  used  the  country  over.  The  instruc- 
tion is  thus  of  a  thorough  and  painstaking 
nature,  so  that  the  alumni  are  fully  equipped 
for  their  future  work.  It  speaks  well  for  Japan 
that  such  a  school  has  been  established,  earnest 
as  it  is  of  the  future  efficiency  and  thoroughness 
of  her  postal  and  telegraphic  system.. 

A  JAPANESE  ELECTRICIAN. 

Mr.  Saya  Kanju,  of  Akita  Prefecture,  is  evi- 
dently a  man  of  remarkable  opinions.    He  has 
propounded  some  courageous  views  which  are 
said  to  have  obtained  the  endorsement  of  a 
Professor  in  the  Imperial  University.    We  ga- 
ther from  the  Kokkai  that  Mr.  Saya  busies  him- 
self chiefly  with  terrestrial  magnetism.  Setting 
out  with  the  hypothesis  that  the  bodies  com- 
posing the  solar  system  are  of  similar  structure, 
he  lays  down  the  proposition  that  disturbances 
of  terrestrial  magnetism  are  due  to  planetary 
influences;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  influence  of 
like  currents  in  the  sun  and   his  dependent 
bodies.    From  these  data  Mr.  Saya  passes  to 
the  conclusion  that  artificially  generated  cur- 
rents of  electricity  in  the  earth  may  be  employ- 
ed to  change  the  temperature  and  even  the  re- 
lation of  night  to  day,  or  at  any  rate  to  prevent 
earthquakes,  which  this  scientist  confidently  at- 
tributes to  magnetic  influences.    It  is  impos- 
sible to  follow  the  chain  of  Mr.  Saya's  reasoning 
by  means  of  the  account  given  in  vernacular 
newspapers,  but  we  may  observe  that  the  gene- 
ral drift  of  his  conceptions  is  not  as  novel  as 
Japanese  journalists  seem  to  suppose.  Ex- 
periments have  been  made  in  the  West  looking 
toward  the  utilization  of  atmospheric  electricity 
for-  motive  power  and  for  chemical  work,  and 
earth-currents  have  been  indicated  as  a  similar- 
ly available  agent.    It  is  on  record  that  tele- 
graph-lines have  been  operated  without  the  use 
of  batteries.    Thus,  during  the  magnetic  distur- 
bances of  1892,  the  wires  running  between  Pro- 
vidence and  New  York  showed  a  difference  of 
potential  as  high  as  503  volts  ;  lines  between 
New  York  and  Buffalo,  a  difference  exceeding 
600  volts,  and  on  another  occasion  the  dif- 
ference on  the  same  lines  reached  768  volts. 
Mr.  Shepardson,  writing  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Denison  Quarterly,  treats  of  the  possibility 
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of  applying  electricity  to  agriculture,  not  meie- 
ly  to  lire  work  of  the  farm,  but  also  to  the  soil, 
the  seed  and  the  growing  plants.  This  is  all 
in  Mr.  Saya's  line,  though  he  soars  a  great  deal 
higher.  It  would,  indeed,  he  pure  impel  linence 
tosn-er  at  any  potentialities  that  may  be  mapped 
out  for  scientific  inquiry.  Think,  for  example, 
whal  Nikola  Tesla  has  been  doing  and  compare 
it  with  anything  previously  supposed  possible. 
"Nikola  Tesla  has  been  conducting  further 
experiments,  the  most  startling  of  which,  as 
told  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Martin  in  The  Century,  New 
York,  February,  is  the  transmission  through 
his  own  person  of  currents  at  a  potential  of 
more  than  200,000  volts,  vibrating  a  million 
times  a  second.  It  has  always  been  supposed 
that  ordinary  currents  of  one  or  two  thousand 
volts  potential  would  surely  kill,  but  while  the 
scientific  world  is  prepared  to  accept  Tesla's  ex- 
planation that  the  high  frequency,  aided  by  his 
disruptive-discharge  coil,  affords  perfect  im- 
munity, the  disposition  to  test  it  in  corpore  vile 
is  by  no  means  general.  After  such  astriking  test, 
says  the  writer,  Mr.  Tesla's  body  and  clothing 
have  continued  for  some  time  to  emit  fine 
glimmers  or  halos  of  splintered  light.  In  fact, 
an  actual  flame  is  produced  by  this  agitation  of 
electrostatically  charged  molecules,  and  the 
curious  spectacle  can  be  seen  of  puissant,  white, 
ethereal  flames,  that  do  not  consume  anything, 
bursting  from  the  ends  of  an  induction  coil  as 
though  it  were  the  bush  on  holy  ground.  With 
such  vibrations  as  can  be  maintained  by  a 
potential  of  3,000,000  volts  Mr.  Tesla  expects 
some  day  to  envelop  himself  in  a  complete 
sheet  of  lambent  fire  that  will  leave  him  quite 
uninjured.  Such  currents  as  he  now  uses  would, 
he  says,  keep  a  naked  man  warm  at  the  North 
Pole,  and  their  use  in  therapeutics  is  but  one 
of  the  practical  possibilities  that  has  been 
taken  up." 

THE  FINE  ARTS  EXHIBITION  IN  UYENO  PARK. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  spe- 
cimens now  on  view  in  the  galleries  of  the  Fine 
Art  Society's  Spring  Exhibition  in  Uyeno  Paik 
warrants  us  in  recommending  our  readers  to 
visit  the  place  at  any  time  from  to-day.    On  the 
whole  the  display  of  objects  is  decidedly  inferior 
to  that  of  former  years.    But  Kyoto  is  still  unre- 
presented. We  are  not  sure  whether  its  artists  in- 
tend to  exhibit,  but  if  they  do,  their  contributions 
may  reverse  the  comparison  with  previous  shows. 
There  is  some  very  pretty  work  in  gold,  silver, 
shibuichi,  shakudo  and  bronze,  most  of  it  being 
adapted  to  Japanese  komamono,  as  belt-buckles, 
pocket-book  clasps,  hair-pins    and  so  forth. 
Hirado  sends  a  few  fine  examples  of  porcelain, 
especially  in  biscuit,    and   Kiyagawa  Kozan 
(Makuzu)  shows  some  of  his  remarkable  mono- 
chromatic and  polychromatic  glazes.     But  in 
neither  of  these  branches  is  any  evidence  dis- 
cernible of  distinct  progress.  Unquestionably 
the  most  beautiful  object  in  the  modern  sec- 
tion of  the  Exhibition — according  to  our  view 
—  is  a    silver    pheasant,    the    feathers  inlaid 
with  gold  and  shakudo.    It  is  an  admirable 
work,  alike  as  to  technique  and  modelling. 
Among  specimens  of  old   art,  the  most  re- 
markable come  from  the  Imperial  Palace — a 
finely  executed  Gobelin  and  some  examples  of 
ancient  celadon,  one  a  curious  piece,  Persian 
in  shape  but  apparently  from  the  hands  of  a 
Korean  potter.    Mr.  Iwasaki  sends  three  good 
examples  of  faience  and  porcelain,  and  in  the 
outermost  room   there   is  a   tolerable  collec- 
tion of  sword  furniture,  together  with  a  few 
bronzes,  lacquers  and  porcelains,  and  a  very 
few  pictures.    We  notice  in  this  room  a  porce- 
lain by  Seifu  of  Kyoto  shown  in  a  case  with 
Chinese  pieces  of  the  last  century  :  evidently  a 
misapprehension  of  the  owner.    On  the  whole 
there  is  not  much  in  the  way  of  eulogy  to  be 
written  about  the  affair.    The  ivories  scarcely 
rise  to  the  level  of  mediocrity ;  the  textile  fabrics 
are  conspicuous  by  their  almost  complete  ab- 
sence, and  the  enamels  have  apparently  been 
forgotten. 

THE   TOKIWA   HOTEL,  KYOTO. 

After  a  period  of  temporary  eclipse,  the  Toki wa 
Hotel  in  Kyoto  is  now  re-opened,  which  piece 
of  intelligence  will  be  welcome  to  every  travel- 


ler appreciating  "good  faiefor  man  and  beast." 
The  story  of  the  Hotel's  recent  vicissitudes 
turns  upon  that  old-lashioned  pivot,  financial 
difficulty.  The  late  proprietor  had  gilts  that  fitted 
him  specially  for  the  task  of  hotel  management, 
bin  his  son  does  not  appear  to  be  similarly 
endowed,  ami  the  Hotel  in  the  latter's  hands 
failed  to  meet  its  engagements  to  the  Mitsui 
Bank  to  which  the  properly  was  mortgaged  tor 
53,500  yen.  The  Hank,  partly  owing  to  want 
of  tact  in  the  Hotel  proprietor's  dealings  with 
it,  exercised  its  right  of  foreclosure  and  made 
arrangements  for  the  sale  of  the  buildings.  The 
would-be  purchaser  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Ya- 
ami  Hotel  who  was  anxious  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  premises  for  two  reasons ;  first,  because  he 
would  then  have  a  monopoly  of  the  hotel  business 
in  Kyoto,  and  secondly,  because  he  holds  his 
own  premises  on  uncertain  tenure,  being  liable 
to  receive  notice  to  quit  at  any  time  from  the 
Kyoto  Municipality.  But  when  the  citizens  of 
Kyoto  learned  what  was  in  prospect  they  be- 
came uneasy,  arguing  that  if  the  two  Hotels 
fell  under  one  management,  and  if  that  manage- 
ment were  disfigured  by  abuses  such  as  had 
been  previously  noticeable  in  the  Yaami  Hotel, 
tourists  might  be  deterred  from  visiting  Kyoto, 
to  the  serious  loss  of  the  city's  manufacturers 
and  tradesfolk  in  general.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances application  was  made  to  Mr. 
Yokoyama  of  Tokyo,  who  appears  to  be  a 
sort  of  deus  ex  machind  in  all  commercial 
difficulties.  He  proceeded  to  Kyoto  and  suc- 
ceeded in  organizing  a  Joint  Stock  Company  in 
which  the  principal  citizens  are  shareholders. 
It  has  been  decided  to  purchase  the  Hotel  for 
60,000  yen,  of  which  53,500  will  be  devoted  to 
paying  the  debt  to  the  Mitsui  Bank,  and  the  re- 
mainder will  go  to  the  present  proprietor  who, 
of  course,  loses  a  great  deal,  but  not  so  much 
as  he  would  have  lost  under  the  originally  pro- 
posed arrangement.  The  Hotel  has  been  placed 
under  able  management  and  now  once  more 
offers  to  the  public  the  advantages  for  which  it 
had  earned  a  reputation  before  its  recent  embar- 
rassments. 


PASSPORTS. 

In  our  correspondence  columns  will  be  found 
a  letter  from  Mr.  S.  Snodgrass  complaining 
bitterly  of  inconvenience  to  which  he  has  been 
subjected  owing  to  some  informality,  apparent 
or  real,  about  his  passport.  We  sympathise 
with  our  correspondent.  The  passport  is  an 
abomination.  Apart  from  the  inconvenience  of 
procuring  it  and  the  annoyance  of  not  being 
able  to  move  outside  Treaty  Limits  without  it, 
there  is  the  intensely  disagreeable  feeling  that 
any  policeman  one  encounters  may  require  one 
to  stand  and  demonstrate  one's  right  to  be 
abroad.  One  is  subjected,  in  short,  to  surveil- 
lance of  a  kind  elsewhere  limited  to  ticket-of- 
leave  men.  But  what  surprises  us  chiefly  in 
the  writing  of  Mr.  Snodgrass  is  his  singular 
notion  that  Japan  is  responsible  for  the  existence 
of  passports,  and  that  she  continues  to  insist  on 
their  use  simply  because  she  has  not  yet  deve- 
loped the  "  virtues  that  make  noblemen."  "  No 
civilized  nation,"  he  says,  "  will  treat  with  Japan 
till  she  cremates  her  passports.  They  are  the 
incubus  of  this  country — its  besetting  sin, 
absolutely  useless  except  as  they  serve  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  up  national  hatred  between  the 
Japanese  and  people  of  other  nations."  We 
trust  Mr.  Snodgrass  will  pardon  us  if  we  say 
that  his  comments  indicate  an  astonishing  want 
of  perception  of  the  situation  in  Japan.  Pass- 
ports, so  far  from  being  a  reproach  to  Japan, 
are  an  honour  to  her.  They  represent  a  privi- 
lege that  she  has  granted  to  foreigners  of  her 
own  free  will,  over  and  above  the  privileges 
secured  by  Treaty.  Were  the  letter  of  the 
Treaties  strictly  adhered  to,  foreigners  would 
be  unable  to  go  beyond  Treaty  Limits,  and  Mr. 
Snodgrass  would  never  have  found  himself  in  a 
position  to  bring  unjust  accusations  against  this 
country.  The  simple  way  to  get-rid  of  passports 
is  to  revise  the  Treaties.  Japan  has  long  been 
willing  to  remove  all  the  restrictions  now  im- 
posed upon  free  travel  and  trade  within  her 
territories,  but  until  some  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments ate  made  with  regard  to  jurisdiction,  it 


is  obviously  impossible  to  throw  the  country 
open  to  the  world.  With  whom  docs  the 
ultimate  responsibility  for  the  continued  exist- 
ence of  passports  rest?  We  should  like  Mr. 
Snodgrass  to  answer  that  question.  He  writes 
emphatically  about  "  the  virtues  that  make 
noblemen"  and  charges  Japan  with  lacking 
them  because  she  does  not  throw  open  her  ter- 
ritories to  people  who  refuse  to  treat  her  as  a 
civilized  nation.  What  share  of  those  virtues 
would  Mr.  Snodgrass  accord  to  the  men  who 
insist  on  condemning  Japan  to  international 
isolation  because  they  find  their  own  account  in 
denying  her  title  to  exercise  the  rights  of  an  in- 
dependent State  ? 

CASTAWAYS. 

The  experiences  of  the  three  sealers  from  the 
British  schooner  Ocean  Belle,  who  arrived  heie 
from  Shiogama,  Miyagi-ken,  were  very  terrible. 
Their  names  are  Anthony  Scholander,  a  Swiss, 
aged  22  ;  Herman  Summ,  a  German,  aged  22  ; 
and  William  Hannebery,  a  Britisher,  aged 
33.  They  were  hunting  for  seals  in  an 
open  boat  011  the  1st  instant,  when  they  lost 
sight  of  their  vessel.  They  were  then  about 
250  miles  from  Yokohama  and  150  miles  from 
land,  with  no  provisions  in  the  boat  save  a  cask 
of  water.  They  rowed  until  exhausted,  and  then 
drifted  for  five  days,  being  at  last  blown  up  on 
the  coast  at  Nanagahama,  near  Shio-gama.  The 
police  took  care  of  them  and  then  brought  them 
down  to  Yokohama  were  they  were  handed 
over  to  the  British  Consul  on  Monday. 


KIM  OK-KYUn's  REMAINS. 

Kim's  friends  in  Japan  took  much  trouble 
to  recover  his  dead  body.  Messrs.  Okamoto 
Ryunosuke  and  Sailo  Shiuichiro,  who  left  Kobe 
for  Shanghai  on  the  6th  instant,  were  commis- 
sioned for  this  purpose  by  Count  Soyejima,  Mr. 
Oi  Kentaro,  Mr  Toyama  Mitsuru,  and  a  few 
other  persons.  These  last  named  friends  of  the 
murdered  Korean  assembled  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Kdjunsha  Club  on  the  8th  instant,  to  con- 
sider what  further  measures  were  required  to 
compass  their  object.  As  the  result  of  delibera- 
tion, they  elected  Messrs.  Oi  Kentaro,  Ishii 
Makoto,  and  Kobayashi  Sentaro  as  a  deputation 
to  wait  on  the  Minister  President  of  State  and 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  to  ask 
for  the  Government's  assistance  in  the  matter. 
Their  desire  was  that  instructions  be  sent  to 
the  Japanese  Consul-General  at  Shanghai  to 
afford  whatever  assistance  and  facilities  he 
could  to  the  two  Japanese  despatched  thither 
for  the  recovery  of  Kim's  remains.  Complaints 
were  made  bv  the  press  against  Mr.  Okoshi, 
the  Japanese  Consul-General,  who  was  alleged 
not  only  to  have  refused  assistance  to  Kim's 
Japanese  servant,  Wada  Nobujiro,  but  to  have 
connived  at,  if  not  actively  facilitated,  the 
mysterious  removal  of  the  corpse. 


TOURISTS  AND  ANTI-FOREIGN  AGITATORS. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  has  a  very  suggestive  note 
about  the  effects  of  anti-foreign  agitation.  The 
tourists  visiting  this  country  during  the  past 
three  years  numbered,  it  says,  6,424,  7,017  and 
7,919,  respectively.  Assuming  that  each  visitor 
spent  a  thousand  yen — a  somewhat  liberal 
estimate  we  venture  to  think — the  total  sum  left 
in  the  country  last  year  must  have  been  nearly 
eight  millions.  But  this  year  the  usual  tide  of 
tourists,  so  far  from  giving  any  indications  of 
increase,  has  perceptibly  diminished,  a  result 
which  our  contemporary  attributes  to  the  ac- 
counts circulated  abroad  of  anti-foreign  feeling 
in  Japan.  The  Jiji  asks  the  agitators  to  con- 
sider what  their  folly  is  costing  the  country. 

h.m.s.  "victoria." 
There  seems  to  be  a  chance  that  the  ironclad 
Victoria  may  yet  rise  from  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  "Two  Russian  engineers,' we  read  in  a 
home  journal,  "  Nowitzki  and  Pokrschiewnikitz, 
are  said  to  be  in  treaty  with  the  English  Ad- 
miralty for  raising  the  armoured  cruiser  Victoria 
which  was  sunk  off  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor  on 
June  22,  1893.  The  engineers  tested  their  con- 
templated method  last  August  by  raising  a 
sunken  boat  in  the  Weichsel,  near  Warsaw. 
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The  boat  lay  at  a  depth  of  nine  meters  (30  feet), 
and  the  engineers  sent  down  divers  with  two 
waterproof  balloons,  which  were  fastened  to  the 
sides  of  the  boat,  and  then  inflated  with  air. 
The  success  of  the  experiment  prompted  them 
to  the  more  ambitious  enterprise  of  raising  the 
Victoria.  Her  displacement  is  10,470  tons, 
and  they  propose  to  raise  her  by  means  of  ten 
balloons,  each  with  a  cubic  content  of  1,700  cubic 
meters.  The  prime  difficulty  of  the  undertaking 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  Victoria  lies  at  a  deptli  of 
138  meters,  which  gives  a  calculated  pressure 
of  fourteen  atmospheres.  This  difficulty  it  is 
proposed  to  overcome  by  means  of  a  diving- 
chamber  sufficiently  strong  to  support  the  pres- 
sure, and  so  contrived  that  the  divers  will  be 
able  to  attach  the  balloons  to  the  wreck  with- 
out leaving  the  chamber.  There  is  nothing 
new  in  the  proposal  :  the  submarine  engineer, 
Wihelm  Bauer,  in  1863,  by  means  of  air-balloons, 
raised  the  steamship  Ludwig,  which  had  gone 
down  in  the  Boden-See,  in  1 861 ." 


THE   COLLEGE   OF  ENGINEERING. 

Formerly  the  tendency  of  Japanese  youths  was 
to  embrace  legal,  political,  or  medical  careers 
above  all  others.  The  taste  for  such  professions 
as  those  of  civil  and  mechanical  engineering 
was  comparatively  undeveloped.  It  is  true  that 
during  the  existence  of  that  admirable  institu- 
tion, Kobu  Daigakko  (Engineering  College) 
at  Tora-no-mon,  there  was  always  a  large  class 
of  students  in  the  branches  taught  there — civil 
and  mechanical  engineering,  mining,  electrical 
engineering,  architecture,  and  ship-building. 
But  when  the  Kobu  Daigakko  ceased  to  exist 
independently,  and  its  functions  were  taken  over 
by  the  Engineering  College  in  the  Imperial 
University,  the  attendance  fell  off,  so  that  five 
years  ago  there  were  only  28  students.  A  more 
practical  spirit,  however,  thenceforth  began  to 
prevail.  Last  year  there  were  81  students  in 
the  College,  and  this  year  it  is  expected  that 
130  graduates  of  the  Upper  Middle  Schools  will 
apply  for  admission.  But  the  question  of  ac- 
commodation is  beginning  to  be  very  serious. 
Originally  designed  for  a  small  attendance,  the 
capacity  of  the  College  proves  quite  inadequate 
under  present  circumstances.  A  sum  of  70,000 
yen  was  included  in  the  last  Budget  for  building 
purposes,  but  the  Budget  having  failed  to  come 
into  existence,  things  have  of  course  remained 
in  statu  quo.  The  Yotniuri  Shimbun,  from 
which  we  lake  these  particulars,  urges  the  Go- 
vernment to  present  a  supplementary  Budget  in 
the  approaching  extraordinary  session,  and  pro- 
mises that  even  the  parly  it  represents  (Kai- 
shin-lo)  will  support  the  appropriation. 

THE   IRON   FOUNDRY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  an  iron  foundry  in 
Japan,  held  its  last  meeting  on  the  30th  ultimo. 
It  had  not  completed  its  labours,  but  since  the 
new  Budget  for  1884-5,  containing  an  appro- 
priation on  account  of  the  Committee,  had  not 
come  into  existence,  there  was  no  choice 
but  to  dissolve.  Before  breaking  up,  however, 
the  Committee  passed  an  almost  unanimous 
vote  to  the  effect  that  its  work  ought  to 
be  continued,  and  that  an  expert  should  be 
sent  abroad  in  connection  with  the  question. 
The  most  interesting  incident  of  the  final  meet- 
ing was  a  declaration  made  by  H.E.  Viscount 
Enomoto,  Minister  of  State  for  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  in  his  speech,  that  commissioners 
appointed  to  examine  the  mines  at  Akagama, 
Sennin,  and  Kamaishi  had  reported  the  existence 
of  7,400,000  tons  of  iron.  Adding  to  this 
amount  the  sand-iron  found  abundantly  in  other 
localities,  there  would  be  material  sufficient  to 
last  100  years  for  a  foundry  using  100,000  tons 
of  iron  annually. 

THE   AGRICULTURAL  AND  THE  MERCANTILE 
I'ARTIES. 

Signs  are  already  visible  of  the  rivalry  predicted 
between  the  Finance  Reform  League  and  the 
Agricultural  Association.  The  former  has  been 
warmly  welcomed  by  the  mercantile  classes  and 
has  the  great  advantage  of  a  programme  not 
only  easily  intelligible,  but  also  based  on  sound 
economical  principles.    Its  chief  promoter,  Mr. 


Taguchi,  with  a  small  band  of  his  fellow-thinkers, 
lately  set  out  for  the  Kei-Han  and  Sanin-do 
regions,  really,  we  believe,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  operation  of  the  house  tax  and 
business  tax  in  those  localties,  but,  according  to 
the  view  of  their  opponents,  with  the  object  of 
delivering  lectures-and  enlisting  support  for  the 
league.  The  Agricultural  Association  has  ac- 
cordingly taken  active  measures  to  counteract 
the  effects  of  this  campaign. 

THE   AKASAKA  FIRE. 

Nothing  could  be  more  praiseworthy  than  the 
conduct  of  the  two  companies  of  infantry  called 
out  to  aid  in  extinguishing  the  recent  great  fire 
at  Akasaka.  Great  individual  freedom  was 
granted  and  the  soldiers  rendered  most  effi- 
cient aid.  A  foreign  eye-witness  slates  that 
they  were  principally  instrumental  in  effecting 
the  saving  of  a  large  amount  of  property. 
Seizing  whatever  they  could  obtain  in  the  way 
of  heavy  poles,  they  broke  down  inflammable 
houses,  demolished  fences,  and  carried  sick 
persons  to  places  of  safety.  One  large  dealer 
in  foreign  fancy  goods  had  the  whole  of  his 
stock  rapidly  and  securely  removed  by  the 
indefatigable  men,  his  losses  being  very  small. 
Even  the  big  glass  shoji  were  carefully  lifted 
out  and  removed  to  a  safe  place  at  a  distance 
from  the  fire.  Another  merchant,  a  wine- 
seller,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  every  tub 
of  sake  placed  out  of  the  way  of  harm.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  taste  even  a  drop  of  the 
liquor.  At  midnight  the  fire  was  under  cont- 
rol and  all  immediate  danger  over.  Several 
bugle-calls  assembled  the  men  in  one  of  the 
neighbouring  streets, — wet,  muddy  and  many 
of  them  more  than  slightly  singed,  but  all  in 
good  order  and  implicitly  obedient  to  the 
signal.  It  is  the  habit  of  a  certain  class  of 
people  to  look  down  on  anything  Japanese  and 
to  speak  slightingly  of  the  army  in  particular. 
But  if  these  careless  critics  had  seen  the  ad- 
mirable discipline  and  unwearied  labour  of  these 
sturdy  soldiers  that  night,  they  would  have 
learned  a  lesson  not  easily  forgotten. 

*  * 

All  the  neighbourhood  of  the  burned  district 
was  filled  with  people  guarding  piles  of  furniture 
and  merchandise  saved  from  the  fire.  In  most 
instances  only  one  person  was  left  in  charge. 
Yet  no  attempt  at  forcible  robbery  was  made. 
Decorum  and  quiet  reigned,  despite  the  mad 
bustle  of  the  streets  and  the  surging  crowd  of 
sight-seers. 


TREATY  REVISION. 

After  the  explosion  of  the  false  alarm  raised  by 
the  vernacular  press  about  Treaty  Revision  some 
time  in  February  last,  this  subject  was  tem- 
porarily suffered  to  lie  at  rest.  But  our  Tokyo 
contemporaries  are  again  manifesting  some  un- 
easiness about  it.  The  report  that  on  Monday 
last  the  Privy  Council  held  a  conference  in  the 
presence  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  seems  to 
have  roused  a  suspicion  that  the  matter  under 
deliberation  must  have  been  a  draft  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain.  At  least  the  Mainichi  Shimbun 
avows  such  a  suspicion,  and  surmises  that  a 
new  treaty  with  England  has  already  received 
the  consent  of  that  country's  Government. 
Though  professing  ignorance  about  the  details 
of  the  treaty  the  Mainichi  promises  its  readers 
that  a  surprise  is  in  store  for  them.  In  our 
opinion,  the  surprise  is  in  store  for  the  Maini- 
chi itself. 

# 

*  * 

The  Nippon  writes  at  greater  length.  It 
states  that,  although  the  public  seems  to  con- 
sider  the  Cabinet  incapable  of  solving  this  pro- 
blem, negotiations  are  secretly  going  on  witli 
the  English  Government.  According  to  our 
contemporary's  information,  the  present  pro- 
gramme is  only  a  little  better  than  those  of 
Count  Okuma  and  Viscount  Aoki.  It  writes 
as  follows  :— "  As  to  the  recovery  of  tariff  au- 
tonomy, the  question  of  land  leases  in  the 
Settlements,  the  compilation  of  the  Codes,  and 
the  immediate  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdic- 
tion, we  are  unable  to  ascertain  what  attitude 
lias  been  taken  by  the  Japanese  Government. 
But  fiom  the  fact  that  much  emphasis  is 


laid  by  some  persons  on  Lhe  impossibility  of 
attaining  our  object  except  by  degrees,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive  the  nature  of  the  present 
Cabinet's  programme  for  Revision."  The  Nip- 
pon goes  on  to  declare  that  nothing  short  of  an 
absolutely  equal  treaty  can  satisfy  the  nation. 
It  is  not,  after  all,  confident  of  the  truth  of 
the  rumour  about  the  speedy  conclusion  of 
a  new  treaty  with  England,  for  it  stales  in  con- 
clusion that,  according  to  another  report,  the 
negotiations,  which  at  first  seemed  likely  to 
reach  a  speedy  and  favourable  conclusion,  have 
since  been  at  a  deadlock,  owing  to  the  trou- 
bled condition  of  internal  politics  in  Great 
Britain. 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo,  too,  seems  to  believe  that 
there  are  hopes  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  the 
negotiations  for  Revision.  Instead  of  endea- 
vouring, as  most  other  papers  do,  to  excite  the 
prejudice  of  the  people  against  the  Cabinet, 
our  contemporary  raises  its  powerful  voice  in 
the  interest  of  reason  and  moderation.  As  to 
the  details  of  the  new  treaty,  it  is  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make  any  statement.  But  judging  from 
the  present  state  of  things,  it  thinks  that  a  treaty, 
which  can  give  satisfaction  to  all  Japanese,  is 
beyond  the  limits  of  possibility.  Consequently 
it  expects  that,  on  the  publication  of  the  new 
treaty,  whenever  such  an  event  takes  place,  the 
Opposition  parties  will  vehemently  attack  the 
Cabinet  merely  to  cause  embarrassment  to  those 
in  power.  Such  conduct,  says  the  Jiji,  would  be 
highly  injurious  and  unreasonable.  Japan's 
position  vis-a-vis  the  Treaty  Powers  is  compared 
to  that  of  a  creditor  towards  bad  debtors.  The 
former  has  an  undoubted  right  to  demand  the 
money  due  him  by  the  latter.  But  the  debtors, 
being  unwilling  to  make  payment,  are  trying  to 
put  off  the  necessity  on  various  pretexts.  In  such 
a  case,  the  most  reasonable  course  which  the 
capitalist  can  pursue  is  to  accept  some  scheme  of 
composition,  such  as  the  immediate  payment  of 
a  part  of  the  money  with  a  surety  for  the  payment 
of  the  rest  in  yearly  installments.  So  in  the  case 
of  Treaty  Revision,  it  is  impossible  to  recover 
everything  at  once  and  immediately.  Unless 
some  sort  of  compromise  is  accepted  by  Japan, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  her  to  obtain  her  object 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
she  will  have  to  submit  to  the  iniquitous  stipula- 
tions of  the  existing  treaties.  So  no  hope  of 
concluding  absolutely  equal  treaties  must  be 
entertained  by  the  Japanese.  To  say  that 
nothing  but  equal  treaties  should  be  accepted, 
is  to  confess  an  utter  ignorance  of  practical 
affairs.  The  Jiji,  consequently,  advises  its 
countrymen  to  be  moderate  and  reasonable  in 
discussing  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision. 


OBJECTS  OF  JAPANESE  ART  SENT  TO  THE  CHI- 
CAGO world's  FAIR. 
Only  some  ten  per  cent,  of  the  510,000  yen 
worth  of  goods  sent  by  Japanese  Art  artizans 
to  Chicago  having  been  sold,  the  question  has 
arisen,  how  to  deal  with  the  remainder.  It  is 
a  question  perpetually  recurring  after  each  fo- 
reign or  domestic  exhibition,  but  its  repetition 
does  not  make  it  at  all  easier  to  solve.  On  this 
occasion  a  project  has  been  started  to  establish 
a  joint  stock  company  which  shall  take  over 
the  goods  and  place  them  in  some  convenient 
locality  in  Tokyo  for  purposes  of  show  and  sale. 
The  estimate  is  that  five  hundred  visitors  per 
diem  at  3  sen  a  head  can  be  counted  on.  That 
would  mean  an  income  of  5,400  yen  yearly, 
which  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  pay  ex- 
penses and  leave  a  small  profit.  Of  course 
the  money  earned  in  that  way  would  not  re- 
present any  appreciable  per-centage  on  the 
capital  invested,  nor  do  we  perceive  that  any 
provision  is  to  be  made  on  that  account.  What 
the  projectors  presumably  hope  is  that  they 
will  be  able  eventually  to  dispose  of  the  arti- 
cles. But  they  must  be  very  sanguine.  Things 
that  could  not  find  a  market  among  such 
a  crowd  of  visitors  as  were  present  at  the 
Chicago  Exhibition  are  not  likely  to  be  more 
successful  in  Tokyo.  Besides,  it  is  distinctly  to 
the  disadvantage  of  an  object  of  art  that  it  has 
been  exhibited  unsuccessfully  for  sale  abroad. 
The  fact  shuts  out  all  speculative  purchases  in 
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Japan,  ami  exercises  a  deterrent  effect  even 
upon  Jileltanli.  The  Japanese  must  be  re- 
markably philanthropic  11  they  pat  up  half  a 
million  of  dollars  to  help  the  manufacturers  out 
of  the  difficulty. 


IMPERIAL  ORDINANCE. 

By  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  40,  dated  April  9th, 
1894,  it  has  been  proclaimed  that,  in  the  case 
of  Government  offices  abroad,  contracts  for 
work  or  for  the  sale,  purchase,  lending,  or 
borrowing  of  articles  may  be  entered  into  at 
discretion  without  resorting  to  open  com- 
petition. "The  Government  offices  abroad," 
though  the  term  is  not  defined,  of  course  refers 
to  the  Legations,  Consulates,  Post  Offices  (as 
in  Chinese  and  Korean  ports),  and  so  forth. 
Hitherto  transactions  of  these  descriptions  at 
offices  abroad  have  had  to  be  conducted  in 
conformity  with  Art.  XXIV.  of  the  Law  of 
Finance,  wherein  it  is  required  that  they  "  be 
put  to  competition  by  giving  public  notice.'' 
Exceptions  to  this  rule  may  be  made  either  by 
law  or  Imperial  Ord  inance.  In  the  cases  of 
Legations,  Consulates,  and  other  offices  abroad, 
where  neither  works  nor  transactions  of  any 
magnitude  are  usually  carried  on,  the  applica- 
tion of  the  above  mentioned  regulation  has  been 
found  to  be  productive  of  only  waste  of  time  and 
trouble,  and  consequently  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  to  make  an  exception  for  such  offices. 


THE  SHIPPING  LAWS  OF  JAPAN. 

The  tendency  at  present  in  Japan  is  to  build 
ships  partly  on  foreign  and  partly  on  Japanese 
models.  The  Japanese  are  perfectly  sensible 
of  the  superior  advantages  possessed  by  ships 
built  on  purely  foreign  lines,  but  they  prefer 
the  half-and-half  vessel  because  it  is  not  sub- 
jected to  laws  so  strict  as  those  that  apply  to 
vessels  on  foreign  models.  Ships  plying  be- 
tween Tokyo  and  the  Bonin  Islands  are  fre- 
quently unable  to  procure  licenses  for  extending 
their  voyage  to  the  South  Sea  Islands,  although 
in  point  of  fact  the  difficulties  of  navigation 
between  the  Bonins  and  the  South  Sea  Islands 
are  much  less  than  those  between  the  Bonins 
and  Tokyo.  Under  these  circumstances — we 
take  these  facts  from  the  Keizai  Zasshi — Japan- 
ese ship-owners  resort  to  various  artifices  to 
elude  the  law,  the  most  frequent  being  to  re- 
gister the  ships  in  the  names  of  foreigners,  so 
that  the  statistics  of  Japanese  shipping  become 
more  and  more  delusive.  Then  again,  the 
legal  distinctions  betweeu  inland  waters  and 
open  seas  are  practically  illogical.  For  ex- 
ample, the  seas  along  the  coasts  of  Korea  and 
Siberia,  tempestuous  and  dangerous  waters,  are 
included  in  the  inland  division,  while  those 
about  Tientsin,  Cheefoo,  Shanghai  and  other 
places  where  navigation  is  easy,  are  classed  as 
high  seas  and  cannot  be  visited  by  ships  be- 
low a  certain  size.  Further,  a  vessel  going 
abroad  is  required  to  have  a  captain  with  a 
certificate  of  the  first  class,  and  this  of  course 
applies  to  small  vessels,  usually  less  than  100 
tons,  employed  on  the  South-Sea  line.  For 
such  a  vessel  a  highly  salaried  master  can- 
not be  engaged,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
they  are  placed  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tains who,  although  holding  the  necessary  cer- 
tificate, are  to  be  had  cheap  because  their  in- 
feriority is  recognized.  These  defects  in  the 
operation  of  the  shipping  laws  of  Japan  are 
poinied  out  by  the  Keizai  Zasshi  which  urges 
the  need  of  reform. 


THE  KOREAN  REFUGEE. 

It  appears  from  a  telegram  sent  from  Shanghai 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  nth  by  the  two  Japanese 
who  went  there  to  arrange  for  the  transfer  of  Kim 
Ok-kyun's  body  to  Japan  that  the  Korean  offi- 
cials to  whom  the  corpse  was  delivered  arrived 
from  Tientsin  on  the  7th  instant  and  were  able 
immediately  to  complete  arrangements  for  the 
shipping  of  the  body  as  well  as  of  the  assassin 
in  a  Chinese  man-of-war  which  proceeded  at 
once  to  Chemulpho. 

* 

*  * 

The  Asahi  Shimbun  publishes  a  resume  of 
opinions  said  to  have  been  expressed  by  Count 
Okuma  about  the  action  of  the  Japanese  officials 


with  regard  to  Kim  and  his  assassin.  We  need 
not  reproduce  the  paragraph  because  ii  seems 
exceedingly  apocryphal.  Count  Okuma  is 
made  to  say,  in  a  somewhat  guarded  manner, 
it  is  true,  but  none  the  less  distinctly,  that  Japan 
was  under  some  sort  of  obligation  lo  look  after 
Kim  Ok-kyun's  remains  and  to  continue 
towards  him  even  after  death  the  protection 
she  had  extended  to  him  during  the  last 
nine  years  of  his  life.  Count  Olcuma's  inter- 
preter gives  an  air  of  vraisemblance  lo  the 
story  by  making  the  Kaishin-to  leader  carefully 
avoid  any  explicit  statement  of  what  the  Japan- 
ese officials  ought  to  have  done.  But  we  can- 
not for  a  moment  believe  that  Count  Okuma 
has  been  really  lending  the  weight  of  his  great 
authority  to  such  groundless  accusations.  From 
the  moment  that  Kim  left  the  shores  of  Japan, 
this  country  ceased  absolutely  to  have  any 
responsibility  for  him.  He  became  then  a 
Korean  subject,  and  a  Korean  subject  only. 
It  is  the  very  acme  of  sentimentalism  to  pretend 
that  because  he  found  asylum  in  Japan  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  nations  this  empire  incurred 
a  permanent  obligation  to  take  care  of  him.  A 
great  many  silly  and  hysterical  charges  have 
been  preferred  against  the  Government  by  the 
Opposition  during  the  past  three  years,  but  it 
must  be  a  very  sorry  dog  indeed  that  one  thinks 
of  beating  with  such  a  poor  stick  as  this  Korean 
bramble. 


THE  BACK-DOOR  AND  THE  "  SOS  HI." 

It  is  really  a  pity  that  foreigners  residing  in 
Japan  do  not  exercise  little  more  care  to  avoid 
unintentional  but  none  the  less  galling  dis- 
courtesy to  the  people  of  the  country.  Fancy 
a  Frenchman  taking  up  his  residence  in  an 
English  town  and  posting  over  his  door  a  notice 
"Englishmen  must  enter  by  the  back-gate.' 
The  notice  would  not  survive  many  minutes, 
we  imagine,  and  if  the  inconsiderate  "  fo- 
reigner"  escaped  some  rough  treatment,  he 
might  count  himself  fortunate.  But  it  seems  that 
in  Yokohama  a  resident  erected  in  his  compound 
a  board  with  the  legend  "Japanese  must  enter 
by  the  back-gate,"  whereupon  he  was  visited  by  a 
policeman  who  suggested  the  advisability  of 
taking  down  a  notice  so  well  calculated  to  cause 
offence  to  any  Japanese  youths  that  might  peruse 
it.  Doubtless  the  poster  of  the  notice  had  no 
idea  whatever  of  giving  offence.  His  purpose 
was  simply  to  preserve  his  frontdoor  from  being 
entered  by  tradesmen  or  servants,  who  are  the 
only  classes  of  Japanese  that  visit  his  place. 
But  the  comprehensive  phraseology  of  the 
notice,  forbidding,  as  it  did,  ingress  by  the  front 
gate  to  any  one  of  Japanese  nationality,  was 
plainly  insulting  to  the  people  of  the  country, 
and  the  fact  that  any  one  could  be  so  thought- 
less as  to  post  up  such  an  intimation  is  not  less 
surprising  than  the  fact  that  its  invidious  charac- 
ter should  fail  to  be  appreciated  the  moment 
attention  is  called  to  it. 


EXPLOSION  OF  FIRE-DAMP  IN  THE  TAKU  MINE. 

On  the  2Qlh  of  last  month  a  heavy  explosion 
of  gas  occurred  in  the  Taku  coal-mine,  in  Ogi 
gun,  Soga  Prefecture.  Eleven  miners  were 
killed  outright.  A  new  seam  was  being  worked 
when  one  of  the  miners  drove  his  pick  into  a 
cavity  filled  with  the  explosive  material,  close 
to  a  former  deserted  gallery.  The  explosion 
was  so  great  that  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  mine  was  shaken  as  if  by  a  heavy  earth- 
quake. All  work  has  been  stopped  for  the 
present  as  this  influx  of  fire-damp  still  continues 
and  it  is  even  possible  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  mine  will  have  to  be  abandoned.  Subscrip- 
tion lists  were  at  once  opened  for  the  families 
of  the  unfortunate  miners  and  the  response  was 
ready  and  generous. 


GUARDS  FOR  THE  FOREIGN  LEGATIONS. 

A  baseless  story  was  circulated  at  New  Year's 
time  to  the  effect  that  guards  had  been  attached 
to  the  Foreign  Representatives  in  Tokyo,  and 
certain  local  journalists  built  upon  this  imagi- 
nary foundation  a  sensational  superstructure  as 
lo  anti-foreign  feeling  in  Japan.  It  was  shown 
that  the  tale  had  no  grain  of  truth  beyond  the  fact 
that  two  of  the  Bettei  who  constituted  the  French 


Legation  Escort  twenty  five  years  ago.  have  been 
retained  as  pensioners,  and  still  ride  after  the 
Minister's  carriage  on  special  occasion*.  One 
imagines  that  the  experience  acquired  by  rash 
writers  on  that  occasion  should  have  taught 
theril  the  advisability  of  caution.  But  we  now 
find  precisely  the  same  canard  revived,  with 
precisely  the  same  absence  of  tiuth  and  pre- 
cisely the  same  superstructure  of  sensational 
inference.  The  Japanese  Government  has  not 
furnished  a  guard  for  each  of  the  Foreign  Le- 
gations ;  there  has  not  been  the  least  shadow  of 
a  suggestion  that  anything  of  the  kind  is  need- 
ed, nor  is  there  any  foundation  for  this  false- 
hood beyond  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Korean  Legation  has  provided  for  himself  the 
protection  of  a  policeman  for  reasons  that  need 
not  be  detailed  here. 


A  FEMALE  ARTIST. 

An  interesting  account  is  given  by  the  Shin 
Choya  of  a  lady  who,  according  to  that  journal, 
now  has  a  monopoly  of  the  business  of  painting 
religious  pictures  for  Roman  Catholic  chapels 
and  Greek  churches  in  Japan.  Miss  Yama- 
shita  Riu,  the  daughter  of  a  shhoku  of  Hitachi, 
seems  to  have  had  a  passion  for  painting  from 
her  childhood.  Unable  to  obtain  her  widowed 
mother's  consent  to  embrace  an  artist's  career, 
she  absconded  from  home  at  the  age  of  17,  and 
took  service  in  the  house  of  a  painter,  where, 
after  her  daily  work  was  done,  she  devoted 
herself  to  her  favourite  pursuit.  Her  master 
affected  the  style  of  picture  called  bunjin-gwa, 
in  which  nature  is  conventionalized  almost  to 
grotesqueness ;  but  Miss  Yamashita  had  the 
prescience  to  understand  that  decorative  paint- 
ing was  more  in  accord  with  the  tendency 
of  the  time.  By  the  aid  of  her  late  father's 
feudal  chief  she  entered  the  Fine  Arts  School 
attached  to  the  Engineering  College,  but  after 
a  brief  course  there  she  obtained  an  introduc- 
tion to  Bishop  Nicolai  who,  with  his  usual  large- 
hearted  benevolence,  sent  her  to  St.  Petersburg 
to  study.  That  was  at  the  end  of  1880,  and 
after  two  years  of  unremitting  work,  she 
graduated  as  a  painter  of  religious  pictures,  and 
returned  to  Japan  in  the  suite  of  Count  Yanagi- 
wara,  Japanese  Representative  in  Russia.  She 
now  resides  at  Surugadai  in  Tokyo,  and  is  said 
to  be  most  successful  as  a  painter  in  her  special 
line. 


CONTESTED  PROPERTY. 

A  very  curious  and  somewhat  unusual  case  is 
shortly  to  be  tried  in  the  Yokohama  District 
Court.  It  appears  that  Ogawa  Riemon,  a  well- 
to-do  paper-merchant  living  in  Yoshida-machi, 
recently  died,  leaving  his  whole  property  to  be 
equally  divided  between  his  wife  and  con- 
cubine. He  had  formerly  been  a  poor  farmer 
in  Shiga  Prefecture,  but  came  to  Yokohama  in 
1873  a,)d  by  diligence  amassed  a  competence. 
On  coming  to  this  port,  he  had  left  his  legal 
wife  in  his  native  province,  and  lived  since  then 
with  a  woman  of  Kanagawa.  At  his  death,  his 
estate  was  found  to  be  worth  something  like 
twenty  thousand  yen.  He  had  died  intestate  and 
hence  his  relatives  came  up  to  Yokohama  in  order 
to  decide  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  property 
should  be  divided.  They  finally  settled  that 
one  half  should  go  to  the  legal  wife  and  the 
other  to  the  concubine.  With  this  decision  the 
wife  declares  herself  dissatisfied  and  insists  upon 
receiving  the  whole  estate.  Her  claim  has  been 
filed  and  the  result  of  her  petition  will  shortly 
be  known.  Of  course,  in  Western  lands  there 
would  not  be  an  instant's  doubt  as  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Court,  nor  is  Japanese  law  deficient 
in  provisions  for  the  maintenance  of  a  wife's 
legal  rights.  Still  it  is  said  to  be  the  first  case 
of  the  kind  on  record,  and  it  is  at  all  events 
unusual  for  a  woman  of  the  class  to  which  the 
deceased  belonged  to  run  counter  to  the  advice 
and  decision  of  her  relatives. 


MORE   PURCHASES  OF  STEAMERS. 

We  learn  from  a  Hongkong  contemporary,  says 
the  Kobe  Chronicle,  that  the  P.  &  O.  Co.'s 
steamer  Gwalior  is  bound  for  Kobe,  where  it  is 
stated  she  will  be  purchased  by  the  Japanese 
firm  that  recently  bought  the  same  Company's 
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steamer  Teheran.  The  Gwalior  is  an  iron  screw 
steamer  of  1,602  tons  register,  500  horse-power 
nominal,  and  was  built  by  Denny  Bros,  of  Dum- 
barton in  1S73.  We  also  hear  that  negotiations 
are  in  progress  with  a  view  of  disposing  of  the 
Blue-funnel  steamer  Diomcd,  now  in  port  here 
at  Kobe,  certain  offers  having  been  made  by 
Japanese  with  a  view  to  acquiring  the  vessel  for 
employment  in  the  coasting  trade. 


CHINESB  FUNERALS. 

A  writer  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  gives  an 
account  of  a  Chinese  funeral  which  he  says  is 
very  much  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  Empire  : 
"  In  China,  when  a  person  dies,  his  neighbours 
come  in  and  help  the  women  of  the  family  to 
make  the  shroud.    The  body  is  put  in  its  coffin. 
Then  the  funeral  ceremonies  begin,  if  there  is 
money  enough.    If  there  is  not,  the  coffin  is  put 
back  in  its  place  of  honour  until  the  family 
finances  look  up.    The  day  of  the  death,  or 
the  day  after,  the  relatives,  not  living  in  the 
house,  and  the  friends  come  to  pay  the  last 
duties  of  respect  to  the  deceased.     When  the 
visitors  arrive,  they  are  shown  into  a  room  in 
which  are  all  the  women  and  children  of  the 
establishment.    These  latter  set  up  a  dismal 
howl,  in  which  the  visitors  join,  or  to  which 
they 'listen  sympathetically.    When  the  tym- 
panum of  even  a  Chinese  ear  begins  to  ache, 
the  guests  are  ushered  into  another  apartment 
where  the  men  of  the  house  give  them  tea  and 
refreshment.    The  refreshment  varies  according 
to  the  means  of  the  family.    In  the  house  of  the 
rich  it  is  a  dinner.    The  Chinese  hold  that  the 
seat  of  the  human  understanding  is  the  stomach. 
A  well-conducted  Chinese  feneral  is  the  most 
gorgeous  sight  in  Asia.    It  may  seem  a  little 
tinselly,  but  that  is  a  mere  matter  of  taste.  At 
the  front  of  the  funeral  procession  walk  the 
noisy  musicless  musicians.    Then  come  men 
(they  may  be  friends,  they  may  be  coolies)  bear- 
ing the  insignia  of  the  dignity  of  the  dead,  if  he 
had  any.    Next  walk  more  men  carrying  figures 
of  animals,  idols,  umbrellas,  and  blue  and  white 
streamers.  After  them,  come  men  carrying  pans 
of  perfume.  Just  before  the  coffin  walk  bonzes, 
Chinese  priests.    Over  the  coffin,  a  canopy  is 
usually  carried.    The  casket  is  borne  by  about 
a  score  of  men.  Immediately  behind  the  coffin, 
walk  the  children  of  the  deceased.    The  eldest 
son  comes  first.    He  is  dressed  iu  canvas,  and 
leans  heavily  upon  a  stout  stick.    He  is  sup- 
posed to  be  too  exhausted  by  grief  and  fasting 
to  walk  without  the  aid  of  this  staff.    The  other 
children  and  relatives  follow  this  chief  mourner. 
They  are  clothed  in  white  linen  garments. 
White  in  the  mourning  colour  of  the  Danes,  of 
the  Burmese,  and  of  the  Chinese.    The  women 
are  carried  in  chairs  in  the  Chinese  funeral 
procession.  They  sob  and  wail  at  intervals  and 
in  unison.    When  the  burying-place  is  reached, 
the  priest  begins  chanting  a  mass  for  the  dead, 
and  the  coffin  is  put  into-  the  tomb.    When  the 
coffin  is  laid  in  its  final  position,  a  large  oblong 
white  marble  table  is  placed  before  the  tomb. 
On  the  middle  of  it  is  set  a  censer  and  two 
vases  and  two  candlesticks,  all  of  as  exquisite 
woikmanship  as  possible.    Then  they  have  a 
paper  cremation  !  Paper  figures  of  men,  horses, 
garments,  and  score  of  other  things  are  burned 
They  are  supposed  to  undergo  a  material  re 
surrection,  and  to  be  useful  to  the  dead  in  the 
Chinese  heaven.    The  tomb  is  sealed  up  or 
closed,  and  an  entertainment  concludes  the 
ceremony  at  the  grave." 


ery  of  bygone  ages  were  carefully  preserved. 
British  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  even  senators, 
philanthropists  and  philosophers  were  clad  in 
scanty  folds  of  classical  drapery,  in  some  in- 
stances   almost    without  drapery  at  all,  and, 
although  the  monuments  were  to  be  erected  in 
the  midst  of  a  Christian  cathedral,  and  in  full 
view  of  a  congregation  engaged  in  Christian 
worship,  the  central  figures  were  surrounded  with 
heathen  gods  goddesses  and  attributes  ;  or  if,  as 
was  some  times  the  case,  the  hero  wore  his  full 
regimental  uniform,  he  had  yet  his  due  atten- 
dance of  undraped  heathen  deities.  Examples 
of  these  extraordinary  anachronisms  survive  in 
our  greatest  cathedrals.    As  for  pictures,  Robert 
de  la  Sizeraune  says  (his  of  folks  visiting  the 
Louvre  : — "They  enter  the  Salon  Carre\  where 
are  masterpieces  of  all  schools,  and  approach 
those  which  depict  scenes  from   the  Gospels. 
They  find   there   "  The  Holy  |Madonna,"  of 
Memling;  The  "Vierge  ait  Donateur,"  of  Van 
Eyck  ;   "The  Pilgrims  of  Emmaus,"  of  Rem- 
brandt; The  Wedding  at  Cana,"  of  Veronese. 
The  first  glance,   however,  at  these  paintings 
reveals  the  anachronism  which  the  critics  al- 
luded to  decry.    The  Madonna  of  Memling  is 
dressed  like  the  Flemish  women  of  the  Fifteenth 
Century;  the  Pilgrims  of  Emmaus  are  unmis 
takably  Hollanders;   the  Virgin  of  Van  Eyck 
undeniably  lived  in  a  town  of  the  Middle  Ages  ; 
and,  finally.  Christ  is  supping  at  Cana  with  men 
dressed  exactly  like  Charles  the  Fifth  and  the 
Marquis  of  Pescara.    How  is  it  that  the  ana- 
chronism which  charms  us  so  much  at  the 
Louvre,  displeases  us  so  greatly  in  the  Champ- 
de-Mars  ?    Here  is  a  question  of  art,  and  one  not 
without  importance."  


WHAT  EUROPE  SUFFERS. 

The  most  striking  analysis  we  have  seen  of 
Europe's  military  waste  is  made  by  a  writer  in 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce.  He 
gives  the  following  figures  showing  the  national 
debts  of  the  five  countries  upon  which  the 


Debts. 

1878. 

189 1. 

|i>7 10,000,000 

$2, 850,000,000 

1879. 

1892. 

44,000,000 

436,000,000 

1878. 

1892. 

1,950,000,000 

2,395,000,000 

#3, 704,000,000 

£5, 68 1,000,000 

1,977,000,000, 

or  53  5  per  ct. 

1879. 

1893. 

$3,750,000,000 

6,105,000  009 

1878. 

4,386,000,000 

1,750,000,000 

$5, 550, 000, 000 

$10,491,000,000 

ANACHRONISM   IN  ART. 

In  the  Paris  Salon  of  1891  there  was  exhibited 
a  picture  of  the  woman  taken  in  adultery.  She 
lay  prostrate  in  a  modern  ball-dress  at  the  feet 
of  Christ,  who  stood  among  Pharisees  repre- 
sented by  Parisian  notabilities  taking  their 
coffee.  People  were  terribly  shocked  at  this 
anachronism,  and  the  critics  condemned  it  in 
unmeasured  terms.  Yet,  in  truth,  there  was 
nothing  to  wonder  at.  Anachronism  has  too 
often  been  a  failing  in  art.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century  in  England,  when  sculptors 
of  such  fame  as  Flaxman,  Banks,  and  Chantrey 
flourished,  history  records  that  in  the  works  of 
these  masters  the  conventionalisms  and  machin- 


So  that,  within  the  past  fourteen  years,  the  three 
Powers  constituting  the  Dreibund  have  increased  their 
debts  in  the  aggregate,  $1,977,000,000,  or  at  the  rate 
of  S3  S  Per  cent.,  while  France  and  Russia  combined 
have  increased  theirs  by  $4,941,000,000,  or  at  the  rate 
of  90  per  cent.    Nor  is  this  the  full  measure  of  the 
increase  of  their  military  burdens,  for,  in  addition  to 
their  enormous  borrowings,  the  Dreibund  States  have 
increased  their  taxations  43  per  cent,  and  Frar.ce  and 
Russia  at  the  average  of  22  per  cent.     These  nations 
have  already  mortgaged  their  resources  for  military 
purposes  to  the  full  extent  of  the  great  increase  in 
wealth  that  would  otherwise  have  accrued  to  them 
from  the  marvellous  development  of  industrial  forces 
within  the  same  period,  so  1  hat,  to  them,  the  last  half- 
generation  has  been  virtually  lost  for  all  the  great 
ends  of  human  progress.    In  some  of  them,  an  actual 
retrogression  has  taken  place.     Since  1890,  the  re- 
venue  of  Italy  has  fallen  "off  $50,000,000,  and  she  is 
carrying  a  floating  debt  of  $125,000,000  against  which 
she  is  unable  to  borrow  a  dollar,  while  her  trade  and 
finance  are  in  a  state  of  almost  hopeless  wreck,  and 
there  seems  to  be  literally  no  remaining  expedient  for 
getting  more  revenue.    What  is  to  be  the  outcome  of 
this  most  disastrous  state  of  affairs?    It  would  seem 
inevitable  that  there  must  be  war,  disarmament,  or 
bankruptcy. 


there,  the  farmer  had  been  awakened  by  the 
unusual  commotion,  and  as  they  entered  the 
room  he  managed  to  slip  out.    Misdoubting  his 
intention,  the  burglars  at  once  started  in  pursuit, 
and  as  he  sprang  over  the  fence  he  received  a 
very  nasty  cut  from  one  of  them.    This  did  not 
prevent  him  from  going  to  the  nearest  police- 
station  and  demanding  aid.    In  the  meantime, 
expecting   the  immediate  arrival  of  the  con- 
stabulary, the  burglars  had  made  good  their 
escape,  not  only  without  taking  anything  but 
even  forgetting  the  scabbaid  of  their  sword. 
This  was  a  sufficient  clue  for  the  police,  and  on 
the  following  day  the  culprits  were  in  custody. 
The  sword  was  not  of  the  old  Japanese  fashion, 
but  such  as  is  worn  by  soldiers  of  gensdarmes, 
and  this  at  first  gave  rise  to  the  idea  that  the 
malefactors   might    have   been  time  expired 
soldiers.    The  police,  however,  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  they  belonged  to  the  gambling 
fraternity.    The  first  step  was  therefore  to  look 
for  a  gambler  who  owned  such  a  weapon,  and 
it  was  soon  discovered  that  a  certain  Suzuki 
Jinzaemon,  a  sort  of  gamblers' chief,  residing 
in  the  same  village,  possessed  a  similar  article. 
He  at  once  recognised  the  scabbard  as  belonging 
to  a  sword  until  recently  in  his  possession  and 
alleged  that  the  blade  had  been  lost  on  an  occa- 
sion of  the  recent  elections.    That  was  sufficient. 
All  those  who  took  part  in  the  last  election  were 
speedily  arraigned  in  court,  and  in  less  than  five 
hours  after  the  original  ownership  of  the  sword 
had  been  ascertained,  the  two  burglars  of  the  pre- 
ceding night  were  securely  jailed.    The  verna- 
cular press  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  sagacity 
and  promptness  displayed  by  the  police  on  this 
occasion.    The  praise  is  deserved. 

SUPERFLUOUS  MUNIFICENCE. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3rd  instant,  a 
;inrikisha-man  living  in  the  Second  Ward  of 
Kojimachi  District,  went  to  a  well  near  his 
humble  home  to  draw  the  day's  water.  Close 
beside  the  well  he  saw  a  small  parcel  wrapped 
in  a  piece  of  coloured  silk.  This  he  picked  up 
and  on  opening  it  found  inside  a  deposit  certi- 
ficate of  the  Mitsui  Bank  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  thousand  yen,  the  depositor  being  a 
well-known  nobleman  living  in  the  First  Ward 
of  the  same  district.  With  rare  honesty,  the 
man  instantly  went  to  the  nobleman's  house 
and  told  of  his  discovery.  Here  he  found 
the  greatest  confusion,  the  inmates  having 
been  up  all  night  in  a  fruitless  search  for 
the  missing  certificate.  How  it  got  to  the 
well  in  question  no  one  seemed  able  to  explain, 
but  there  was  great  joy  at  the  discovery,  and, 
the  nobleman  being  absent  from  home,  his  wife 
came  to  thank  the  man  in  person.  As  a  befit- 
ting reward  for  his  honesty,  she  offered  him 
the  munificent  sum  of — fifty  sen.  At  first  he 
indignantly  refused  to  receive  anything  and 
considerable  persuasion  was  necessay  to  make 
him  take  the  noble  reward.  He  had  only 
done  his  duty,  he  declared,  and  thought  noth- 
ing of  having  done  so.  So  honest  a  man  is 
rare,  says  the  Asahi  Shimbun,  in  these  evil 
days,  and  such  generous  recognition  of  hones- 
ty is  equally  unparalleled  ! 


SPEEDILY  CAPTURED. 

Toward  the  end  of  last  month,  a  couple  of 
daring  burglars  forced  their  way,  shortly  after 
midnight,  into  the  house  of  a  wealthy  farmer 
named  Ohara  Kanekichi,  living  in  Okumura, 
one  of  the  suburbs  of  the  capital.  One  of 
the  burglars  carried  a  long  sword,  the  other 
a  knife.  Threatening  instant  death  if  not  obey- 
ed, they  tied  Ohara's  aged  mother  hand  and 
foot,  then  the  farmer's  son-in-law,  and  finally 
forced  the  servant  at  the  sword's  point  to  show 
them  the  master's  room.    But  before  they  got 


RAILWAY  FARES. 

The  agitation  in  favour  of  reduced  railway  fares 
is  continued  in  the  columns  of  the  Keisai 
Zasshi.  The  Railway  Regulations  fix  the  max- 
imum fare  at  1%  sen  per  mile  for  third-class 
passengers,  and  the  rate  actually  charged  on 
Government  lines  is  1  sen,  while  on  private 
railways  the  rate  varies  from  1  to  1.4  sen.  A 
correspondent  of  the  Keisai  Zasshi  declares 
himself  much  perplexed  to  conjecture  by  what 
process  the  Government  arrived  at  the  above 
rate.  He  believes  that  foreign  standards  were 
taken  without  due  regard  to  the  immense 
difference  in  the  value  of  money  in  Japan. 
Railways  in  Japan  are  built  and  worked  at  in- 
comparably smaller  cost  than  railways  in  the 
West,  and  the  fares  charged  on  them  ought 
to  be  correspondingly  low.  Experiments  in 
reducing  fares  have  been  tried  by  several 
companies  in  Japan,  as  for  example  the  San- 
yo, the  Kansei,  the  Kyushu,  and  so  forth, 
and  in  every  case  the  results  have  been  most 
satisfactory.    A  test  applied  on  the  Sanyo 
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Railway  last  year  is  particularly  convincing, 
because  llie  lime  chosen — July  to  September — 
is  the  most  unfavourable  season  of  the  year  for 
travelling,  and  because  the  experiment  was  con- 
tinued for  two  months,  a  time  amply  sufficient 
to  warrant  definite  inferences.  Last  year,  too, 
long-continued  drought  had  impoverished  the 
districts  through  which  the  line  passes.  Never- 
theless the  reduction  ot  the  fares  by  50  per  cent, 
produced  a  300-per-cent.  increase  of  traffic. 
This  correspondent  thinks  that  if  fares  were 
suitably  reduced,  the  doubling  of  all  the  lines 
in  the  country  would  soon  follow.  He  then 
discusses  actual  figures.  The  Government  has 
built  550  miles  of  railway  with  a  capital  of 
35,000,000  yen  raised  at  5  per  cent,  interest. 
These  lines  yield  a  gross  income  of  5,000,000 
yen  annually,  and  as  2,000,000  are  required  for 
working  expenses,  the  Government  derives  a 
profit  of  over  8  per  cent.  Even  after  paying  the 
interest  on  the  capital,  there  remains  a  surplus 
of  ii  million  yen.  The  writer  further  contends 
that  great  room  exists  for  improved  manage- 
ment on  Government  lines  :  he  alleges  that  their 
cost  of  working  is  fully  double  of  that  of  private 
railways. 

A  GLOSSARY  OF  SLANG. 

Ne  sutor  ullra  crepidam  is  a  good  old  saying 
that  one  could  wish  better  appreciated  by 
well-meaning  Japanese  who  rashly  stray  into 
print  on  the  basis  of  a  profound  belief  in  their 
own  knowledge  of  English.  A  little  book,  pub- 
lished, we  were  surprised  to  learn,  no  less  than 
seven  years  ago,  has  recently  fallen  into  our 
hands.  It  is  entitled  "  A  Glossay  of  Slang," 
the  compiler  being  one  Muramatsu  Moriyoshi. 
Binding  and  type  are  attractive,  but  the  im- 
pression left  on  one's  mind  after  glancing  over 
a  few  pages,  is  that  the  compiler  was  out  of  his 
depth  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  pages.  We  learn  in  the 
preface  that  "  slang  is  a  language  of  humour,  of 
fast  and  high,  and  low  life  ;  "  that  it  is  a  "  re- 
cognized vehicle  by  which  redomontade  (sic) 
is  avoided  ;  "  that  "  gentlemen  who  aspires  (sic) 
to  be  men  of  fashion  and  to  literary  distinction, 
are  not  ashamed  to  avail  themselves  of  its  use  ;" 
that  "in  ancient 'days,  the  term  'Flush'  embraced 
both  Cant  and  Slang;" that"  Slung  (sic)  is  pun- 
gent and  joculous."  A  good  deal  of  this  is  news, 
especially  the  fact,  upon  which  considerable 
stress  is  laid,  that  Dr.  Johnson  and'  Webster 
were  both  fond  of  slang.  Turning  to  the  body 
of  the  book,  we  find  that  an  English  explanation 
is  given  of  each  word.  These  definitions  are 
taken,  the  author  avers,  particularly  from  such 
works  as  The  Lexicon  of  Vulgar  Terms,  The 
Fashionable  Slangs,  and  Hell  upon  Earth. 
We  venture  to  conclude  that  Mr.  Muramatsu 
has  quoted  loo  freely  from  the  last  named  autho- 
rity, for  some  of  the  definitions  given  show  that 
the  very  deuce  has  played  with  his  pen.  Page 
19  has  "conk,  a  noise,"  and  so  translated  into 
Japanese;  "  cop,  beware,  take  care;"  p.  24, 
"derrick,  an  apparatus  for  raising  sunken 
ships;"  p.  27,  "dog-latin,  Latin  used  by 
lawyers;"  p.  29,  "to  drop  an  acqnintance  (sic), 
to  knock  down  a  man  ;"  p.  3 1,  "  Dutch  courage, 
false  courage,"  and  "Dutch  uncle,  anything  but 
a  desirable  relation;"  p.  34,  Fer,  the  opposite; 
just  a  few,  just  the  reverse;"  p.  35,  "fig-leaf,  a 
small  apron  worn  by  ladies  (!);"  p.  36,  "flag  of 
distress,  the  end  of  a  person's  shiirt  when  it 
protrudes  through  its  trousers;"  p.  42,  "  gitn- 
crack,  a  bijou  (sic)  ;  a  shrin  (sic)  piece  of 
mechanism;"  p.  51,  hempen  cravat,  the  hang- 
man's nose  (sic),"  rendered  into  Japanese  by 
kubi  wo  kukuru  hito  no  nana.  We  need  not 
quote  any  further.  Small  wonder  that  a  second 
edition  has  not  been  called  for  in  seven  years. 


JAPAN  TEN  YEARS  HENCE. 

In  default,  probably,  of  belter  matter,  some  of 
the  metropolitan  journalists  have  of  late  been 
moralizing  on  the  present  condition  of  Japan 
and  predicting  the  state  of  the  country  ten 
years  hence.  While  opinions  vary  a  good 
deal,  on  the  whole  a  gloomy  prospect  is 
foreseen.  One  writer  says  that  in  a  decade  from 
now  the  commercial  and  agricultural  condition 
of  the  Empire  will  be  vastly  improved,  but  the 


lot  of  the  people  "  even  inoie  unenviable  "  than 
it  is  at  present — though  he  unfortunately  neg- 
lects to  say  wherein  the  uneuviability  con- 
sists. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the 
journal  airing  this  opinion  is  a  Eaishiti-to 
organ.  Another  paragraphist,  having  indubitable 
ear-marks  of  the  penny-a-liner  genus,  launches 
out  into  an  invective  against  certain  feature! 
of  Japanese  commerce.  lie  is  bitter  on  the 
subject  of  the  export  of  coals.  The  stock  of  coal, 
he  claims,  great  though  it  be,  must  have  some 
definite  limit;  if  the  exportation  be  kept  up, 
the  time  must  sooner  or  later  arrive  when  Japan 
will  find  herself  without  even  sufficient  coal  for 
her  own  needs.  That  is  very  true;  but  when 
it  is  remembered  that  Japan  lias  some  of  the 
richest  and  most  extensive  coal-fields  in  the 
world,  and  specialists  have  computed  that  even 
with  a  vastly  increased  output,  the  stock  will 
not  be  appreciably  diminished  for  several  cen- 
turies, one  can  only  declare  the  writer's  appre- 
hensions groundless.  A  third  opinion  is  that 
Japan  will  not  be  able  to  keep  up  her  prestige 
in  Eastern  Asia,  owing  to  internal  troubles,  and 
that  ten  years  more  will  find  her  far  behind  in 
the  race.  Judging  from  the  history  of  the  past 
thirty  years,  not  to  speak  of  the  marvellous 
annual  progress  of  the  present — the  extension 
of  the  railway  system,  the  better  appreciation  of 
commercial  needs,  the  impetus  given  to  manu- 
factures of  all  kinds,  the  esteem  in  which 
Japanese  fabrics  are  held  the  world  over — this 
prognostication  isquiteoutof  place.  Experientia 
docebit.  The  effect  of  the  last  elections  is 
visible  in  all  these  Opposition  opinions. 


STEALING  FOR  LOVE. 

"  Mikawa  Shintaro,''  says  a  metropolitan  Ko 
Shimbun,  "  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Takamatsu, 
Kagawa  Prefecture.  He  studied  medicine  at 
the  Saisei  Gakusha  and  received  a  license  to 
practise  from  the  Home  Department.  For 
some  time  connected  with  a  hospital  in  his 
native  place,  he  was  doing  well  and  had  a  good 
record,  when  he  happened  to  become  enamour- 
ed of  the  daughter  of  a  well-to-do  farmer  in  the 
neighbourhood,  named  Matsuda.  Miss  Yukie 
reciprocated  her  admirer's  sentiments  and  the 
young  couple  asked  for  the  parental  consent  to 
their  nuptials.  This  was  not  forthcoming,  so, 
in  February  of  last  year,  Yukie  and  Shintaro  left 
their  homes  on  some  pretext  or  other  and  came 
up  to  the  capital.  Arrived  here  they  very  wisely 
resolved  to  defer  their  marriage  until  their  posi- 
tion was  an  assured  one,  Yukie  entering  a  well 
known  hospital  to  train  for  a  nurse  while  Shin- 
taro went  to  Shinano  on  the  promise  of  a 
steady  and  lucrative  engagement.  He  could 
not,  however,  remain  long  separated  from  his 
betrothed  and  came  back  to  Tokyo  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  months.  Fearing  that  he  should 
incur  Yukie's  displeasure  if  he  told  her  the  whole 
truth,  he  gave  her  to  understand  that  he  had 
accepted  a  subordinate  position  in  the  Imperial 
University.  For  a  little  while  all  went  well; 
then  Shinlaro's  funds  got  low,  and  he  foolishly 
resorted  to  theft  in  order  to  supply  their  mutual 
needs.  Being  a  novice  at  the  trade,  he  speedily 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  police  and  was 
finally  arrested  on  the  1st  instant."  Thus  is  the 
story  of  Gompachi  and  Ko-murasaki  modernized. 


USEFUL   FOR  ONCE. 

In  olden  times  the  Otoko-date,  as  Mitford  tells 
us  in  his  "  Tales  of  Old  Japan,''  were  really  most 
helpful  and  philanthropic  organisations.  It  was 
their  self-imposed  duty  to  redress,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  wrongs  of  others,  to  succour  the 
needy  and  aid  the  oppressed.  Chobei,  of  the 
Bandzui-in,  is  by  no  means  an  ignoble  figure, 
though  among  his  followers  there  were  many 
questionable  characters.  Such  men  were  all 
very  well  in  the  days  when  the  castle  system 
reigned  supreme  and  the  distinction  between 
high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  was  far  more 
sharply  marked  than  at  present ,  when  the  laws 
were  not  properly  codified  and  no  efficient  police 
system  existed.  It  is  the  outspoken  ambition 
of  the  Soshi  of  to-day  to  pass  as  the  Otokodate 
of  old,  quite  forgetting  that  the  times  have 
changed  and  that  there  is  now  no  longer  any 
need,  for  such  bodies.    Instead  of  redressing 


they  generally  inflict  wrongs  J  iiiHlead  of  render- 
ing aid,  they  act  an  a  drawback;  instead  of 
increasing  the  fame  ot  ihcir  country,  they  make 
both  it  and  themselves  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
society  at  large.  On  the  morning  after  the 
great  Akasaka  Cue,  however,  .Soj/n'wcre  for  once 
useful  and  helpful,  and  that  is  so  rare  an  in- 
stance that  it  deserves  recording.  The  troupe 
of  Soshi  who  work  with  and  under  the  inspiration 
of  the  Soshi-aclot  Fukui,  loaded  up  no  less  than 
four  hundred  small  barrels  (taru)  with  rolls 
of  boiled  rice  and  pickled  vegetables  (koko). 
Placing  these  barrels  on  hand-caits,  they  took 
them  to  the  scene  of  the  fire  and  distributed 
the  food  gratis  among  the  crowds  of  hungry, 
dispirited,  and  houseless  people.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  theatrical  display  in  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done,  and  they  could  not  have 
hetler  advertised  themselves.  But  setting  aside 
all  inquiry  into  the  prime  motives,  it  was  a 
timely  and  welcome  act  of  kindness  and  has 
found  great  favour  with  the  public.  O  dass  es 
dock  ewig  so  bliebe  ! 


SONG-BIRDS   IN  THE  MARKET. 

Several  of  the  vernacular  dailies  give  the  most 
recent  quotations  in  the  song-bird  market,  from 
which  one  can  readily  learn  that  in  spite  of 
tradal  depression  there  are  those  who  are  will- 
ing to  pay  long  prices  for  certain  varieties  of 
the  "feathered  songsters  of  the  grove."  The 
best-voiced  nightingales — a  misnomer,  for  the 
Japanese  uguisu  (Cettia  cantans)  is  quite 
different  from  the  object  of  Keats'  rhapsody — 
— fetch  as  much  as  one  hundred  yen,  those  of 
second-grade  commanding  twenty-five  yen  and 
upward.  The  White-eye  (Zosterops  simplex)  is 
another  great  favourite.  The  bird  has  properly 
no  song,  its  best  effort  in  this  direction  being  a 
musical  and  rapidly  repeated  chirp.  Those 
who  can  keep  up  this  tuneless  chirping  for  the 
longest  number  of  minutes,  are  rated  highest, — 
as  much  as  fifteen  yen  being  given  for  a  first- 
class  performer.  Those  of  a  lower  grade  bring 
from  one  to  three  yen.  When  it  is  known  that 
an  ordinary  specimen,  with  cage  and  food 
sufficient  for  one  month,  can  be  bought  for 
twenty-five  sen,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  are  very 
high  figures.  The  best  larks  (Alauda  pra- 
tensis)  fetch  about  three  yen  ;  imported  Chinese 
larks  (A.  ccelivox)  are  worth  four  or  five  yen. 
Korean  robins  find  a  sale  at  70  sen  to  4  yen  ; 
Chinese  "  nightingales  "  (Turdus  sine?isis),  2  to 
2%  yen.  The  fashion  in  canaries  this  year  runs 
in  the  direction  of  those  with  crests  or  top- 
knots ;  those  marked  about  the  head  in  faint 
likeness  of  a  Japanese  helmet;  birds  with  black 
and  yellow  striped  wings,  in  imitation  of  a  mitio, 
or  straw  rain-coat;  finally  birds  marked  with 
something  like  a  saddle  across  the  back  and 
upper  part  of  the  wings.  As  much  as  ten  yen  a 
pair  can  be  had  for  any  of  these.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  the  song  of  the  canary  is  not  so 
much  appreciated  ;  the  favourites  are  those 
who  appeal  to  the  visible  rather  than  audible 
sense  of  beauty. 


FREE  TRADE   IN   THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Chauncey  M.  Deprw  says  that  the  pro- 
spects of  Free  Trade  in  the  United  States  are 
hopeless.  He  admits  thatMr. Cleveland  was  car- 
ried to  the  Presidency  in  1892  on  a  wave  of  Free 
Trade  principles,  and  that  no  Administration 
ever  received  a  more  direct  mandate  from  a  con- 
stituency than  his  did,  nor  did  any  Administra- 
tion ever  know  more  clearly  what  was  expected 
of  it  or  what  it  intended  to  accomplish.  Never- 
theless, these  fine  purposes  have  all  fizzled  out. 
The  Democratic  Parly  "  took  its  stand  on  the 
position  that  a  Tariff  for  Protection  is  robbery, 
but  it  now  finds  itself  incapable  of  carrying  out 
its  pledges,  and  in  a  position  where  it  is  equally 
hazardous  to  advance  or  retreat."  "Nothing 
short  of  a  miracle  would  suffice  to  pass  a  mea- 
sure materially  altering  the  present  Law,  and 
nothing  short  of  a  miracle  can  prevent  the  return 
of  the  Protectionists  to  Power."  As  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  state  of  affairs  has  come 
about,  Mr.  Depew  says  : — "  When  the  Demo- 
crats came  into  power,  the  business  of  the 
country  at  once  began  to  adjust  itself  to  the 
proposed  change.    It  was  in  an  unusually  con- 
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servative  and  healthy  condition.  Credits  had 
contracted  within  narrow  limits.  There  were 
no  great  institutions  or  enterprises  in  danger  lo 
precipitate  trouble  by  their  fall.  But  a  panic  is 
as  unreasoning  in  the  commercial  world  as  on 
the  field  of  battle.  When  the  cry  rings  out, 
"  Save  himself  who  can,"  all  is  lost.  The  fear 
of  losses  if  the  Tariff  were  removed  from  articles 
which  were  enjoying  protection  paralyzed  the 
wheels  of  industry.  The  market  and  the  mill 
alike  stood  still.  The  banks  became  alarmed, 
and  refused  to  grant  the  ordinary  accommoda- 
tions to  their  purchasers,  and  depositors  in 
affright  withdrew  their  deposits  and  locked  them, 
up  in  their  own  vaults.  Mr.  Depew  here 
digresses  to  show  that  the  immediate  cause  of 
last  year's  panic,  the  weakest  link,  responsible 
for  the  break-down,  was  the  loss  of  confidence 
in  silver,  the  wide-spread  fear  that  the  silver 
dollar  no  longer  represented  its  nominal  value, 
and  that  creditor  and  labourer  were  alike  re- 
ceiving payment  in  a  coin  worth  only  sixty- 
eight  cents  on  the  dollar.  But  the  repeal  of 
the  Purchase  Clause  of  the  Sherman  Bill  was 
not  followed  by  any  general  resumption  of 
business  activity,  and  this  Mr.  Depew  attributes 
to  a  thorough  change  of  heart  on  the  part  of  the 
very  men  who  had  carried  Mr.  Cleveland  to 
victory  on  a  Free  Trade  policy.  The  Novem- 
ber elections  are  cited  as  conclusive  evidence 
in  support  of  this  view.  "The  educational 
campaign  for  Free  Trade,  which  after  thirty 
years  of  ceaseless  labour,  had  finally  triumphed, 
was  in  less  than  twelve  months  turned  into  a 
disastrous  rout."  The  reaction  is  said  to  have 
compelled  a  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Cleveland,  who,  in  his  recent  Message,  has- 
tened to  assure  the  nation  that  his  Tariff  pro- 
gramme would  be  carried  out  with  due  regard 
to  existing  interests.  The  Government  said  in 
effect,  '  We  are  opposed  on  principle  to  the 
worship  of  Diana,  but  out  of  regard  for  the 
business  and  employment  of  our  people  and 
the  prosperity  of  our  city,  we  will  do  nothing 
which  can  injure  the  trade  of  the  silversmiths 
of  Ephesus.' " 

PROSTITUTED  TALKNT. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  smaller  dailies,  in 
serving  up  the  highly-seasoned  storiettes, 
chronique  scandaleiise,  and  social  gossip  of  the 
capital,  should  take  the  pains  they  do  to  make 
this  department  of  their  publications  as  attrac- 
tive as-possible.  It  almost  seems  that  they  would 
intentionally  lead  their  readers  from  the  path  of 
virtue,  or  else  so  familiarize  them  with  vicious 
habits  and  customs  that  they  lose  their  abhor- 
rent characteristics  and  become  mere  exhibi- 
tions of  exuberant  spirits,  venial  faults  that  only 
precisians  would  condemn.  Why  else  should 
the  daily  chronicles  of  the  prostitute  quarters  be 
published,  with  an  almost  demoniac  delight  in 
recounting  the  number  of  visitors,  the  amount 
of  money  taken  in,  and  the  scenes  and  sounds 
of  these  blots  on  the  fair  fame  of  Japan's  great 
capital?  It  is  not  that  they  only  pander  to  the 
vicious  tastes  of  a  certain  class  of  their  readers  ; 
it  would  rather  appear  that  they  urge  on  to  im- 
moral courses  and  try  to  make  vice  as  fair- 
featured  as  she  was  when  Hercules  made  his 
noble  choice.  And  to  pen  these  stories,  to  add 
the  zest  of  wittly-turned  phrases and/^?^  d'esprit 
to  immoral  anecdotes  and  double-entendres, 
the  best  writers  of  the  day  are  employed.  The 
pay  is  good  for  such  dirty  work;  still  it  is  a 
surprise  to  find  such  a  clever,  well-reputed 
writer  as  Aiba  Kwoson  on  the  list  of  the  scandal- 
mongers of  the  Tokyo  Asahi  Shitnbnti,  and  to 
learn  that  the  most  skilful  novelists  of  the  Em- 
pire do  not  hesitate  to  employ  their  idle  hours 
in  prostituting  their  talents  and  rendering  a  dis- 
service to  the  public  by  recounting  that  which 
should  be  kept  secret  or  else  published  in  its  true 
colour  as  a  warning  to  the  rising  generation. 
It  is  here  that  the  most  vigorous  and  implacable 
press  censorship  is  most  urgently  needed. 


A  LAST  PRAYER. 

When  Mark  Twain  was  on  the  reportorial  staff 
of  a  newspaper  in  one  of  the  mushroom  Ne- 
vada cities,  lie  introduced  an  entirely  new 
feature  into  Western  journalism.     He  would 


take  some  simple  fact  and  by  the  use  of  an 
exurberant  fancy  and  fluent  pen,  turn  the  every- 
day occurrence  into  an  item  of  importance  and 
striking  interest.  Thus  he  himself  relates  how 
he  made  the  arrival  of  a  waggon  loaded  with 
hay  cause  "such  a  sweat"  about  hay  that  the 
market  went  up  several  figures.  All  he  did  was 
to  multiply  the  one  waggon  by  forty,  and  then 
cause  these  forty  loads  to  arrive  (in  print)  simul- 
taneously in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Japanese 
paragraphists  often  work  on  the  same  lines. 
When  hard-up  for  material  they  produce  some 
really  marvelous  stories  out  of  the  flimsiest  founda- 
tions. The  other  day,  for  instance,  an  ox  that  was 
being  led  to  the  slaughter-house  happened  to 
go  astray  somewhere  in  Asakusa  District,  Tokyo. 
He  was  finally  captured  inside  Asakusa  Park, 
near  the  temple  of  Kwannon-sama,  where  he 
had  been  straying  about  in  that  placid  and  in- 
quisitive frame  of  mind  so  characteristic  of 
Japanese  domestic  animals.  This  simple  .in- 
cident is  worked  up  by  the  Ko-shimbun  with  the 
following  effective  touches  : — "  The  ox  evidently 
knew  that  he  was  about  to  depart  this  life,  and 
apparently  made  up  his  mind  to  have  a  final 
spree  in  the  Yoshiwara,  for  he  took  first  the 
road  leading  thither.  Midway,  however,  the 
appalling  fact  that  he  had  but  a  few  hours 
more  to  live  must  have  taken  fresh  hold  of  his 
imagination — the  joke  here  is  that  there  is  a 
large  slaughter-house  on  the  Yoshiwara  road — 
for  he  branched  off  to  the  temple-grounds  and 
finally  approached  the  shrine  of  the  Goddess 
of  Mercy,  where  he  was  still  absorbed  in  prayer 
when  his  captors  seized  him.  His  last  petition 
seems  to  have  given  him  strength  for  the  trying 
ordeal,  for  there  was  a  smile  (!)  on  his  face 
when  the  butcher  gave  the  fatal  blow." 


THE  LATEST  PHILOSOPHIC   U  I  TERANCE  ON 
PARTY  GOVERNMENT. 

That  the  world,  even  in  its  most  civilized  por- 
tions, has  not  yet  reached  such  a  standard  of 
intelligence  and  education  as  justifies  party  go- 
vernment and  democratic  supremacy,  is  a  doc- 
trine we  have  long  held,  and  frequently  enun- 
ciated in  these  columns.  A  kind  of  spurious 
kudos  can  always  be  won  by  writers  who  advo- 
cate political  liberty  in  every  shape  or  form  and 
under  all  circumstances.  But  the  very  blind- 
ness of  their  parlizanship  and  the  emotionalism 
of  their  theorizing  show  how  little  they  them- 
selves are  fitted  for  the  sober  enjoyment  of  the 
institutions  they  would  introduce  everywhere. 
The  latest  philosophic  utterance  on  the  subject 
comes  from  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  who,  in  his 
"Reminiscences  of  Professor  Tyndall,"  says  : — 
"  Divergent  as  our  beliefs  and  sentiments  were 
in  earlier  days,  there  has  been  in  recent  days 
mutual  approximation.  A  conversation  with 
him,  some  years  since,  made  it  manifest  that 
personal  experience  had  greatly  shaken  the  faith 
he  previously  had  in  public  administrations, 
and  made  him  look  with  more  favour  on  the 
view  of  State-functions  held  by  me.  On  the 
other  hand,  my  faith  in  free  institutions,  origin- 
ally strong  (though  always  joined  with  the 
belief  that  the  maintenance  and  success  of  them 
is  a  question  of  popular  character),  has  in  these 
later  years  been  greatly  decreased  by  the  con- 
viction that  the  fit  character  is  not  possessed  by 
any  people,  nor  is  likely  to  be  possessed  for 
ages  to  come.  A  nation  of -which  the  legislators 
vote  as  they  are  bid,  and  of  which  the  workers 
surrender  their  rights  of  selling  their  labour  as 
they  please,  has  neither  the  ideas  nor  the  senti- 
ments needed  for  the  maintenance  of  liberty. 
Lacking  them,  we  are  on  the  way  back  to  the 
rule  of  the  strong  hand  in  the  shape  of  the 
bureaucratic  despotism  of  a  socialistic  organi- 
zation, and  then  of  the  military  despotism  which 
must  follow  it;  if,  indeed,  some  social  crash 
does  not  bring  this  last  upon  us  more  quickly. 
Had  we  recently  compared  notes,  I  fancy  that 
Tyndall  and  I  should  have  found  ourselves 
differing  but  little  in  our  views  concerning  the 
proximate  social  state,  if  not  of  the  ultimate 
social  slate." 


A  STRANGE  CATCH. 

There  is  a  pond  in  Ryuzenji-machi,  Shilaya 
District,  which  is  said  to  contain  large  numbers 
of  a  small  and  rather  tasteless  fish  much  eaten 


by  the  poor  people  living  in  the  vicinity.  On 
Sunday,  the  1st  instant,  three  man  of  that  dis- 
trict went  to  the  pond,  carrying  a  net  with  them 
and  determined  upon  having  a  day's  sport.  After 
several  well-nigh  fruitless  draughts,  they  found 
their  net  heavily  weighted.  Upon  drawing  it  to 
the  surface  they  were  horrified  to  find  it  contain 
the  partly  decomposed  corpse  of  a  young  woman 
about  twenty  years  old.  A  crowd  speedily  col- 
lected on  the  spot,  and  several  police  constables 
immediately  made  their  appearance.  One  of  the 
early  comers  was  a  feeble-looking  man  of  some 
fifty  years  of  age.  After  examining  the  features 
of  the  corpse  he  broke  out  into  bitter  lamenta- 
tions and  struggled  so  violently  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  the  remains  that  three  constables  had  all 
they  could  do  to  keep  him  back.  "  My  daughter, 
my  daughter !"  he  shrieked,  "  come  back  to  your 
father!"  The  scene  was  painful  in  the  extreme, 
many  of  the  bystanders  being  affected  to  tears. 
The  man,  it  seems,  was  a  hatamoto  and  the 
recipient  of  an  annual  income  of  some  200  kokit 
under  the  Shogunate.  For  years  he  had  gra- 
dually been  losing  ground  ;  his  wife  had  died, 
he  himself  being  ill  and  unable  to  work.  He 
had  finally  been  compelled  to  take  a  house 
in  one  of  the  rather  objectionable  portions  of 
Shitaya  District.  His  daughter,  O  Tsuru,  was 
his  one  comfort,  a  good,  obedient,  handsome 
girl  of  nineteen.  Many  had  offered  to  get  the 
daughter  a  lucrative  post  as  the  aisho  of  some 
nobleman,  but  the  father  had  sternly  refused  to 
take  such  offers  into  consideration,  stating  that 
he  had  far  rather  die  than  be  supported  at  the 
expense  of  his  daughter's  virtue.  In  January 
of  the  present  year,  however,  O  Tsuru  appeared 
to  have  been  captivated  by  the  good  looks  of  a 
young  gardener  living  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  her  frequent  absences  from  home  had 
given  her  father  great  cause  for  anxiety,  although 
she  did  all  that  was  required  of  her  and  never 
stayed  out  after  nightfall.  On  the  27th  of  last 
month,  after  two  or  three  hours  of  absence,  she 
relumed  to  find  her  father  greatly  enraged. 
All  that  night  father  and  daughter  sat  and 
talked,  and  when  the  grey  of  the  morning  came 
a  reconciliation  had  apparently  taken  place. 
O  Tsuru  had  shortly  afterward  to  go  out  to  make 
sundry  purchases  ;  and  she  had  never  since  been 
seen.  It  would  appear  that  she  drowned  her- 
self in  the  early  morning  immediately  after 
leaving  her  father's  house.  The  case  has  aroused 
the  sympathy  of  a  number  of  benevolent  people, 
particularly  of  the  class  to  which  the  bereaved 
parent  once  belonged,  and  his  most  pressing 
wants  have  been  alleviated.  This  is  by  no 
means  an  isolated  instance.  The  descendants 
of  the  samurai  of  pxt-Meiji  days,  and  even  once 
well-to-do  samurai  themselves,  are  now  eating 
the  bread  of  poverty  or  charity  in  many  parts  of 
the  quondam  metropolis  of  the  Shogunate. 


HIS  EXCELLENCY  MR.  1NOUYE  KI  AND  PRINCE 
IWAKURA. 

The  present  Minister  of  State  for  Education, 
who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  late  Prince 
Iwakura  in  an  exceptional  degree,  has  published 
some  interesting  notes  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Kokubun.  The  Prince,  it  appears,  had  always 
been  a  staunch  advocate  of  rehabilitating  the 
Court  of  Kyoto.  Something  of  the  kind  had 
been  effected  during  the  reign  of  the  Em- 
peror Godaigo,  but  the  reform  had  been  neither 
effective  nor  lasting.  Its  authors  made  the  mis- 
take of  leaving  the  military  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  feudal  chiefs,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
authority  of  the  Court  gave  place  to  the  military 
autocracy  of  the  Ashikaga.  Prince  Iwakura 
and  his  fellow-thinkers  appreciated  the  causes 
of  that  failure  and  drafted  their  programme  ac- 
cordingly. They  aimed  at  bringing  about  the 
complete  state  of  Imperialism  that  had  existed 
in  the  earliest  limes.  When  the  Tokugawa 
Regents  surrendered  the  administrative  power, 
Prince  Iwakura  was  living  a  retired  life  in  a 
suburb  of  Kyoto,  having  been  compelled  by  the 
Tokugawa  power  to  desist  from  all  public  ac- 
tion. Immediately  on  the  fall  of  the  Tokugawa, 
he  was  summoned  to  the  Imperial  Court,  and  as 
his  ideas  with  regard  to  the  required  reforms 
were  already  fixed,  he  was  able  to  proceed  to 
their  practical  enforcement  without  delay.  It 
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was  by  his  advice  that  the  office  of  Shogunate 
was  abolished  and  the  functions  of  government 
were  completely  resumed  by  the  Emperor.  One 
curious  incident  recorded  by  Mr.  Inouye  is 
that  on  the  third  day  after  the  restoration  a 
Court  Notification  was  issued  forbidding  private 
interviews  between  Court  ladies  and  the  Em- 
peror as  this  custom  had  been  a  cause  of  grave 
evils  in  the  past.    The  Prince  had  a  naval  coun- 
sellor in  Tamamatsu  Misao  who  had  aided  him 
in  elaborating  all  his  plans,  and  to  whom  indeed 
the  Prince  was  wont  to  attribute  the  chief  credit 
of  those  plans.    But  this  Tamamatsu  was  vio- 
lently opposed  to  foreign  intercourse,  and  when 
Prince  Iwakura  not  only  abandoned  the  J  o-i 
policy,  but  even  advocated  the  opening  of  the 
country,  Tamamatsu  denounced  him  as  a  traitor 
and  never  spoke  to  him  again.    The  part  played 
by  the  Prince  in  the  work  of  the  Restoration  is 
not  discussed  at  any  length  by  Mr.  Inouye:  he 
says  that  it  is  already  a  matter  of  history.  But 
some  incidents  in  the  Prince's  political  career 
are  specially  mentioned.    His  attitude  towards 
Treaty  Revision  is  among  them.    People  are 
wont  to  say  that  the  suspension  of  Treaty  Re- 
vision negotiations  in  1887  and  1889  was  due 
to  a  combination  of  political  parties,  but  it  has 
not  yet  been  recorded  that  already  in  1882  the 
Prince  held  views  equally  opposed  to  Revision 
on  those  bases.    Something  of  this  had  indeed 
been  suspected  by  the  public,  but  Mr.  Inouye's 
definite  statement  will  surprise  many.  The 
Prince  was  a  man  of  unflinching  courage, 
quality  which  he  was  called  upon  to  display  in 
a  marked  degree  when  his  opposition  to  the 
Korean  Campaign  in  1873  made  him  an  object 
of  hatred  to  the  whole  military  party  headed  by 
the  elder  Saigo  and  other  distinguished  per- 
sonages.    The  assassination  of  Okubo,  also 
must  have  been  a  terrible  blow  to  the  Piince, 
for  after  the  Satsuma  Rebellion  these  two  had 
formed  many  political  plans,  for  the  success- 
ful consummation  of  which  their   united  ac 
tion    was    essential.  Untiring    diligence  and 
severe    frugality    were    the    Prince's  guiding 
principles  in    public  administration,    and  fie 
obeyed  them  with  equal   consistency  in  the 
management  of  his  household  affairs.   Five  days 
before  his  death  he  dictated  a  Constitution  to  be 
observed  thenceforth  by  his  family,  all  the  mem 
bers  of  which  were  required  to  sign  their  names 
to  it.    In  proof  of  the  Prince's  diligence,  Mi 
Inouye  mentions  that  he  invariably  rose  at  five 
in  the  morning  and  did  not  go  to  bed  until  late 
at  night.  He  parcelled  out  his  time  with  metho 
dical  accuracy,  kept  his  engagements  with  the 
strictest  punctuality,  and  possessed  the  faculty 
common  to  all  men  who  have  achieved  great 
things,  that  of  never  wasting  a  moment. 

THE  "  HASH1DATE  KAN." 

Experience  has  taught  us  to  receive  with  the 
utmost  reserve  any  statements  published  by  the 
Nippon  on  naval  subjects.  Intemperate  in  all 
things,  that  journal  has  earned  special  notoriety 
by  its  wild  attacks  upon  the  Navy.  Its  latest 
story  is  that  the  Hashidate  Kan,  a  first-class 
cruiser  constructed  at  Yokosuka,  had  only  run 
a  mile  of  her  trial  trip  on  the  20th  of  March 
when  she  had  to  put  back,  and  since  then  she 
has  been  carefully  preserved  against  public  in- 
spection of  any  kind,  while  consultations  of 
high  officers  are  daily  held  in  her  state-rooms. 
Something  terrible  is  evidently  on  the  tapis,  but 
the  Nippon,  strange  to  say,  is  only  oracular, 
not  inventive. 


guisliing  between  the  oils,  so  far  as  the  ordinary 
consumer  is  concerned,  and  the  superior  cheap* 
ncss  of  the  Russian  product,  open  the  door  to 
fraud,  the  Russian  oil  being  put  into  old  Ame- 
ican  tins  and  sold  as  American  to  conservative 
purchasers.  Difference  of  price  must  of  course 
tell  in  the  long  run,  and  unless  importers  of 
American  petroleum  can  cheapen  it  for  con- 
sumers, its  days  are  numbered  in  Japan.  The 
Customs  Returns  are  sufficiently  eloquent : — 

Imports  of  Kerosene  Oil. 

Gallons.  Value  in  yen. 


181)3.  1891. 

23,534,717    797»"57 

27,338,675    2,530,740 


181)3. 
I, S01 ,4  59 
2. 599. 581 


tank  versus  tinned  petroleum. 
Petroleum  imported  under  the  tank  system  is 
said  to  be  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  the  tinned 
oil  from  America.  In  Osaka,  says  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun,  the  lank  oil  is  sold  for  1.75  to 
to  1.72  yen  per  case,  whereas  the  American  oil 
costs  1.90  yen.  This  difference  of  from  15  to 
18  sen  per  case  is  of  course  telling  heavily  in 
favour  of  the  Russian  product,  though  it  is 
alleged  that  the  qualities  of  the  Batoum  oil  as  an 
illuminant  are  slightly  inferior  to  those  of  the 
American.  However,  the  tank  oil's  vogue  is 
limited  to  the  cities.  The  country  districts, 
even  within  a  few  miles  of  Kyoto,  still  prefer 
the  American.    The   impossibility  of  distin- 


1892. 

Russia   7,810,251 

America   24,879,021 

Total  32,689,272   49,763,392           3.328,397  4,401,040 

From  these  figures  it  is  seen  that  while 
the  total  import  of  kerosene  in  1893  showed  an 
increase  of  53  per  cent,  in  quantity,  Russia 
secured  88  per  cent,  of  the  increase.  It  is  also 
seen  that  the  Russian  oil  cost  only  79  sen  per 
gallon  in  1893  against  95  sen  for  the  American, 
and  that  despite  the  great  depreciation  of  gold 
American  oil  was  sold  for  six  sen  less  in  1893 
than  in  1892. 

THE  BIMETALLIC  LEAGUE. 

The  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Bimetallic 
League's  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  the  Man- 
chester Town  Hall  last  February,  contains  some 
remarkable  utterances.    The   Chairman,  Mr. 
Robert  Barclay,  alluding  to  the  negative  attitude 
of  the  monometallists,  who,  while  denouncing 
bimetallism,  offer  nothing  in  its  place,  said  : — 
We  must  have  something.     Things  cannot 
)  on  as  they  are ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  we 
are  here  to-day,  resolute  and  more  determined 
than  ever,  to  push  forward  our  cause  and  to  ask 
fellow-citizens  to  rally  round  our  standard 
and  help  us  on  to  complete  success.    *    *  * 
Every  one  here,  every  manufacturer  in  Man- 
chester, and,   indeed,  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  is  affected  by  this  disastrous  state  of 
things,  and  we  want  them  brought  to  an  end. 
*    *    *    To  all  intents  and  purposes  England 
has,  by  her  action  in  resisting  this  reform,  given 
a  bonus  to  silver-standard  countries  to  produce 
against  her,  and  with  the  great  fall  in  silver  that 
has  taken  place,  the  extent  of  the  bonus  has 
practically    become  so  great  that  she  cannot 
compete  against  it.    *    *    *    You  have  seen, 
during  the  last  three  years,  and  especially  since 
the  closing  of  the  Indian  Mint,  a  most  remark- 
able development  of  the  cotton-spinning  and 
other  industries  in  Japan,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that,  if  you  believe,  as  I  do,  that  the 
Bombay  mills  developed  under  the  stimulus 
given  by  the  silver  question,  the  same  thing  is 
equally  true  of  Japan,  and  that  it  is  the  silver 
question  which  has  caused   the  remarkable 
development.    *    *    *    Japan  has  large  coal 
fields,  and  being  produced  on  a  silver  basis  her 
coal  can  be  bought  far  more  cheaply  than 
English  coal  throughout  the  East,  and  you  are 
already  losing  the  coal  trade  east  of  Suez  be 
cause  of  your  adherence  to  this  gold  standard 
The  same  is  true  of  silk.    It  is  hardly  likely 
that  Japan  and  China,  themselves  raisers,  will 
export  their  raw  material  for  manufacture  abroad 
when  they  are  setting  up  machinery  to  manu- 
facture a  raw  material  which  they  are  obliged 
largely  to  import." 

*  * 

Mr.  H.  R.  Beeton  said: — "It  has  been 
said  that  the  history  of  opinion  has  three 
stages.  The  first  stage  is  that  in  which 
men  say  it  is  not  true  ;  the  second  is  that  in 
which  they  say  there  may  be  something  in  it ; 
and  the  third  stage  is  that  in  which  they  say 
they  have  been  of  that  opinion  all  along.  We, 
in  London,  have  entered  on  the  second  stage 
in  the  history  of  opinion.  *  *  *  It  is  a 
conspicuous  fact,  and  characteristic  of  the 
situation,  that  those  organs  in  the  press  which 
were  formally  neutral  are  now  friendly,  and 
those  which  were  hostile  ate  now  either  neutral 
or  nothing." 


you  know,  indicate  the  variation!  in  the  general 
level  of  prices.    In  1870,  I  pointed  out  that  the 
/Economist  Index  number  for   that  year  was 
2,689.    In  1892  it  was  2,123.    N°w  I  find  on 
January  1st,  1894 — the  present  year — it  is  still 
descending,  and  is  2,082,  showing  that  as  yet 
there  is  no  improvement  whatever  in  the  general 
level  of  prices,  but  that  it  is  still  declining.  If 
I  take  the  fall  in  silver,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  the  gold  price  of  silver  stood  at  39^,,,  while 
at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  35  J.    To-day  it  has 
reached  30d.  and  is  still  going  down.    *    *  * 
I  find  from  the  Board  of  Trade  returns  that,  in 
anuary,  1890,  the  number  of  unemployed  was 
1.70  of  the  population,  whereas  in  December, 
1893,  it  had  readied  7.20  per  cent.,  showing 
that  employment  is  also  gradually  declining. 
We  shall  be  told,  I  presume,  when  these  figures 
are  discussed  in  the  press,  and  by  gentlemen 
of  the  monometallic  persuasion,  that  this  is  all 
due  to  exceptional   circumstances — that  there 
have  been  strikes,  over  production,  and  so  on  — 
and  that,  if  we  will  only  be  patient,  things  will 
soon  be  better.    Well,  we  have  been  told  this 
for  tiie  last  20  years,  but  I  think  you  will  bear 
witness  to  this,  that  the  Bimetallic  League  has 
not  misled  you  by  any  such  false  hopes.  We 
have  distinctly  said,  and  we  say  still,  that  what- 
ever variations  there  may  be  in  the  prosperity  of 
trade,  in  employment,  or  in  the  development  of 
our  industries,  there  can  be  no  good  trade  and 
no  prosperity  in  this  country,  or  any  country, 
till  the  appreciation  of  gold  is  arrested,  and 
until  there  is  some  stability  in  exchange."  There 
is  much  more  that  is  powerful  and  pertinent, 
but  we  may  well  close  with  this- quotation. 


KIM  OK-KYUN  S  JAPANESE  FRIENDS. 

The  procedure  of  Kim  Ok-kyiin's  Japanese 
friends  becomes  more  and  more  remarkable. 
Perhaps  if  we  recall  the  fact  that  they  are  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro,  our  readers 
will  be  prepared  for  what  follows.  One  of  their 
number,  Mr.  Kobayashi  Katsumin,  called  on 
the  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
and  preferred  three  requests  :  first  that  the  Japan- 
ese Representative  in  Soul  be  instructed  to 
apply  for  the  transfer  of  Kim's  remains  to 
Japan  ;  secondly,  that  the  surrender  of  Kim's 
murderer  be  demanded,  and  thirdly  that 
Mr.  Consul-General  Okoshi  be  punished  for 
neglect  of  duty  in  connection  with  the  affair. 
The  Vice-Minister  replied  that  there  was  no 
intention  of  preferring  demands  to  Korea  with 
regard  to  Kim's  body;  that,  pending  the  result 
of  the  judicial  examination  of  Li  Isshoku  and  his 
accomplices,  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  talk 
about  asking  for  the  surrender  of  Hong  Tjyong- 
Ou,  and  that  the  Government  saw  nothing  what- 
ever to  censure  in  the  conduct  of  Consul- 
General  Okoshi. 

*  * 

After  this  rebuff,  the  friends  of  the  murdered 
man  held  an  extraordinary  meeting  at  which 
they  passed  several  striking  resolutions.  The 
first  was  that  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  longer 
any  hope  of  getting  possession  of  Kim's  body, 
the  clothes  that  he  wore  at  the  time  of  his  as- 
sasination,  some  locks  of  his  hair  which  his 
friends  possess,  and  his  photograph  should  be 
enclosed  in  a  coffin,  a  grand  funeral  cere- 
mony organized,  and  a  large  monument  erect- 
ed to  his  memory.  The  second,  that  a  strong 
appeal  should  be  made  to  public  opinion 
with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  China  and 
Korea  as  well  as  of  the  Japanese  Government. 
A  Committee,  the  ever-lasting  panacea  of  Japan- 
ese political  agitators,  was  chosen  to  carry  out 
these  remarkable  intentions.  It  consists  of 
thirteen  members,  having  at  their  head  Messrs. 
Oi  Kentaro  and  Ozaki  Yukyo.  So  we  have  all 
the  materials  for  a  new  hysterical  drama  and 
another  stick  to  beat  the  official  dog. 


Sir  William  Houldsworth,  said: — "Some 
two  years  ago  we  had  a  great  discussion  in 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  figures  were 
then  produced  with  regard  to  certain  matters. 
One  of  these  was  the  Index  numbers  which,  as 


THE  FINE  ART  SCHOOL. 

The  exhibition  at  the  Fine  Arts  School  is  to 
continue  until  the  16th  instant  inclusive.  Now 
that  the  exhibits  are  fully  arranged,  they  tell  a 
striking  and  interesting  story.  One  can  see  at 
a  glance  the  results  of  the  teaching  given  at  the 
School.  The  actual  course  in  the  particular 
branch  chosen  by  a  student  is  four  years,  but 
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as  a  preliminary  year  lias  lo  be  spent  in  gene- 
ral instruction  before  final  selection  is  made  of 
a  special  subject,  the  total  period  of  instruction 
is  five  years.  We  pay  no  idle  compliment  lo 
either  llie  Professors  or  the  students  when 
we  say  that  the  results  attained  in  that  com- 
paratively brief  time  are  really  remarkable. 
This  does  not  apply  lo  the  pictorial  branch. 
Here  there  is  nothing  to  be  added  to,  or  taken 
from  what  we  have  already  written.  Five  years 
in  the  Arts  School  does  not  make  a  painter 
or  begin  to  make  one,  but  we  suspect  that 
that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  school  :  it  is  attri- 
butable rather  to  the  transitional  character  of 
the  time.  In  such  acquirements,  however,  as 
the  casting  and  chiselling  of  iron  and  bronze 
ornaments,  repousse  work,  engraving  in  the 
ke-bori  and  ka/a-kiri  styles,  inlaying  and  other 
methods  of  manipulating  metal,  cloisonne  en- 
amelling, wood-carving,  lacquer  manufacture, 
and  other  technical  arts,  the  achievements  of 
the  students  afler  four  years'  application  bear 
the  highest  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the 
methods  pursued.  Indeed  the  specimens  shown 
at  the  school  as  the  work  of  fourth-year  students 
exhibit  a  degree  of  progress  hardly  conceivable 
in  so  short  a  lime,  and  certainly  not  attainable 
without  special  aptitude  on  the  part  of  the  stu- 
dents. Looking  at  these  beautiful  works,  it 
is  impossible  to  doubt  that  a  wide  field  offers 
for  the  profitable  application  of  Japan's  ability. 
The  whole  question  is  how  to  reach  that  field  : 
how  to  introduce  Japan  to  the  decorative 
markets  of  the  world.  At  present  we  suspect 
that  the  students  of  the  Arts  School  after 
graduation  will  find  themselves  in  the  unhappy 
position  now  so  common  in  Japan,  namely, 
possessed  of  education  and  ambition  out  of  all 
proportion  to  practical  opportunity. 

JOURNALISTIC  AM  BN1TIBS. 

Probably  no  one  has  ever  believed  that  the 
writing  attributed  by  Mark  Twain  to  American 
journalists  two  or  three  decades  ago,  had  any 
basis  of  fact.  Yet  we  begin  to  doubt  whether 
the  immortal  humorist  was  anything  more  than 
a  grave  historian  in  this  respect.  For  Bret 
Harte's  actual  and  recently  recorded  experi- 
ences are  al  least  equally  pungent.  Bret  Harte's 
first  essay  at  book-making  was  undertaken  in 
compliance  with  a  commission  given  to  him  by 
a  San  Francisco  bookseller  who  had  collected  a 
number  of  poems  from  Pacific-Coast  Magazines 
and  newspapers.  From  these  he  invited  the 
then  youthful  lilerateur  to  make  selections,  pro- 
curing also  some  additions,  if  desirable,  and 
appending  his  name  as  editor.  Here  is  one  of 
the  reviews  evoked  from  a  weekly  mining  jour- 
nal, the  identity  of  which  Bret  Harte  veils  under 
the'name  of  the  Jay  Hawk:— "The  hogwash 
and   '  purp '-stuff  ladled   out   from    the  slop 

bucket  of  Messrs.  &  Co.,  of  'Frisco, 

by  some  lop-eared  Eastern  apprentice,  and 
called  'A  Compilation  of  Califomian  Verse,' 
might  be  passed  over,  so  far  as  criticism  goes. 
A  club  in  the  hands  of  any  able-bodied  citizen 
of  Red  Dog,  and  a  steamboat  ticket  to  the  Bay, 
cheerfully  contributed  from  this  office,  would 
be  all-sufficient.  But  when  an  imported  green- 
horn dares  to  call  his  flapdoodle  mixture  '  Cali- 
fornian,' it  is  an  insult  to  the  state  that  has  pro- 
duced the  gifted  '  Yellow  Hammer,'  whose  lofty 
flights  have  from  time  to  time  dazzled  our 
leaders  in  the  columns  of  the  Jay  Hawk.  That 
this  complacent  editorial  jackass,  browsing 
among  the  dock  and  thistles  which  he  has  sew- 
ed up  in  this  volume,  should  make  no  allusion 
to  California's  greatest  bard,  is  rather  a  confes- 
sion of  his  idiocy  than  a  slur  upon  the  genius 
of  our  esteemed  correspondent." 

THE  YOKOHAMA  GAS-WORKS. 

We  should  imagine  that  respectable  business 
firms,  whether  foreign  or  Japanese,  will  become 
very  chary  of  sending  in  tenders  should  they  be 
exposed  to  treatment  such  as  that  extended  to 
the  tenderers  in  the  recent  case  of  plant  for  the 
Yokohama  Gas-Works.  Out  of  six  tenderers 
four  acknowledged  that  they  had  not  complied 
with  the  prescribed  conditions,  and  conse- 
quently, according  to  a  declaration  previously 
made  by  the  Mayor  of  Yokohama,  these  four 
tenders  become  de  facto  ineligible.  This  fact  was 


established  before  opening  the  tenders,  and  of 
course  only  two  methods  of  procedure  were  thus 
left:  either  the  whole  affair  should  have  been 
declared  nulland  void,  in  which  case  none  of  the 
tenders  should  have  been  opened  ;  or  the  tenders 
that  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed  con- 
ditions should  have  been  set  aside,  and  the 
competition  limited  to  the  other  two.  But  the 
plan  adopted  was  to  open  and  make  public  all  the 
tenders,  after  which  fresh  tenders  were  invited. 
A  more  unfair  and  less  business-like  course 
could  scarcely  have  been  pursued.  We  suspect 
that  the  account  given  by  the  vernacular  press 
is  incorrect. 


CHANGES   IN    THE    CURRICULUM  OF  THE  HIGHER 
NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

We  recently  explained  that  certain  changes 
had  been  effected  by  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation in  the  curriculum  of  Common  Middle 
Schools,  and  we  have  now  lo  note  that  similar 
changes  have  been  introduced  into  the  Higher 
Normal  School.  Briefly  speaking,  these  changes 
are  that  the  three  courses  of  study  hitherto  pur- 
sued now  become  two,  namely,  that  of  science 
and  that  of  literature;  that  prominence  is  given 
to  the  study  of  the  German  language  which  has 
not  hitherto  formed  a  part  of  the  curriculum  but 
may  now  be  introduced  as  an  optional  branch, 
and  may  even  supersede  English  when  the  ex- 
change is  deemed  beneficial ;  that  the  term  of 
study  is  prolonged  from  three  years  to  four,  and 
th at  ihe  system  of  free  students  ceases  from 
the  28th  fiscal  year  (1895)  after  which  lime  all 
students  must  pay  their  way. 

ENGLISH   AT  SHE  IS  WROTE. 

"A  resident  on  the  Bluff,  the  front  of  whose 
house  is  guarded  by  dogs,  with  the  object  of 
preventing  messengers  from  being  bitten,  put 
up  a  notice  inscribed,"  etc.,  etc.  This  paragraph, 
which  we  extract  from  the  columns  of  a  Yoko- 
hama journal,  is  too  delightful  to  be  committed 
to  oblivion.  Fancy  setting  dogs  to  guard  the 
front  of  a  house  with  the  object  of  pre- 
venting messengers  from  being  bitten  !  The 
only  parallel  with  which  we  are  acquainted  is 
the  celebrated  judgment  of  a  certain  American 
Consul : — "  So  I  sentenced  him  to  imprisonment 
for  six  months,  for  an  attempt  to  do  bodily 
harm,  lo  the  United  States  Jail  at  Kanagawa, 
and  now  he  comes  back,  prepared  to  commit 
any  depredation,  armed  with  a  certificate  for  that 
purpose." 

THE   KANSI'.I  RADICALS. 

Thk  Radicals  of  the  Kansei  District  held  a 
general  meeting  at  Nara  on  the  10th  instant  and 
passed  a  programme  consisting  chiefly  of 
antique  and  stereotyped  items.  The  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  sternly  held  to  the  promises 
publicly  made  by  it  in  the  4th  session  ;  is  to  be 
compelled  to  take  resolute  steps  about  Treaty 
Revision  ;  is  to  be  urged  lo  reduce  the  land  tax 
and  re-assess  the  value  of  land  ;  is  to  be  pressed 
to  explain  its  reasons  for  dissolving  the  last 
House  of  Representatives  and  so  forth,  and 
so  on.  Our  readers  can  infer  the  rest  if  they 
take  the  trouble  to  think. 


A  LACSUER  DESK. 

What  is  involved  in  the  making  of  a  small 
lacquer  desk  such  as  the  Japanese  use,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  a  desk  ordered  last 
year  in  April  for  the  use  of  the  Emperor  has 
occupied  the  whole  time  of  the  celebrated  art 
artizan  Nagata  Shusin  during  twelve  months. 
The  original  agreement  was  that  the  desk  should 
be  finished  in  a  year,  but  Nagata,  says  the 
Yomiuri  Shimbun,  has  been  obliged  to  ask  for 
a  delay  of  one  month  and  is  now  working  night 
and  day  to  finish  the  task  by  May.  The  deco- 
rative design  is  cherry  blossoms  seen  through 
a  spring  haze,  and  the  price  is  to  be  two  thou- 
sand yen.  

CHARGE  OF  CORRUPTION   AT  ELECTIONS. 

It  is  evident  thai  ihe  law  of  Japan  ought  to 
declare  very  accurately  what  is  involved  in  the 
giving  or  taking  of  a  bribe,  for,  if  we  may  credit 
the  Jiji  Shimpo,  Mr.  Kishi,  who  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
Gifu  Prefecture  last  month,  has  been  found 


guilty  of  corrupt  practices  by  a  Gifu  Law  Court 
and  fined  12  yen,  though  the  sum  of  his  offence 
was  that  he  presented  two  little  boxes  of  dried 
seaweed  to  one  of  his  constituents.  The  idea  of 
a  man  losing  his  seat  on  account  of  such  an 
act  is  the  acme  of  absurdity.  Of  course  Mr. 
Kishi  has  appealed. 

ATTEMPTED  ASSASSINATION. 

A  very  serious  quarrel  took  place  between  two 
one-time  friends,  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd 
instant.  From  words  ihey  came  to  blows,  and 
on  the  following  day  Suzuki  Isaburo,  the  as- 
sailant, again  went  to  seek  his  opponent,  one 
Hara  Kametaro,  living  in  Koishikawa  District, 
Tokyo.  This  time  Suzuki  was  armed  with  a 
large,  coarse  file.  He  made  a  savage  onslaught 
on  Hara  and  wounded  him  severely  in  no  less 
than  eight  places.  Fortunately  the  wounds  are 
not  considered  fatal  and  Hara  is  slowly  re- 
covering. Suzuki  was  arrested  immediately 
after  his  murderous  attack  and  is  now  awaiting 
trial. 

THE   ROYAL  HONGKONG  YACHT  CLUB. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approve  of  the  Corinthian  Sailing 
Club  of  Hongkong  bearing  in  future  the  title 
of  "The  Royal  Hongkong  Yacht  Club,"  and 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Club  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  wear  the  Blue  Ensign  of  Her  Majesty's 
fleet  with  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the  Club 
on  the  fly  thereof ;  namely,  a  Chinese  Dragon  sur- 
mounted by  an  Imperial  Crown. — Daily  Press. 

DOCTORS. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1892,  says  a  report 
just  issued  by  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs, 
there  were  42,899  doctors  in  Japan,  which  is  al 
the  rate  of  a  doctor  and  a  fraction  for  every 
thousand  people.  There  were  also  of  mid- 
wives  licensed  by  the  Home  Office  1,486  and 
of  those  licensed  by  Local  Offices  31,530. 
Apothecaries  numbered  2,836;  drug-stores, 
13,225;  druggists,  1,375,  public  hospitals,  198 
and  private  hospitals,  378. 

RECEIVER  OF  STOLEN  GOODS  ARRESTED. 

A  chinaman  residing  at  No.  189,  suspected  of 
being  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods,  was  arrested 
at  the  Railway  Station  on  Thursday  at  the  in- 
stance of  Inspector  Kawada.  At  the  time  of 
capture  the  man  was  wearing  Japanese  clothes. 
He  is  known  to  have  sold  in  Tokyo  some  flan- 
nel out  of  a  lot  of  ten  or  twelve  rolls  and  some 
foreign  clothes,  the  result  of  robberies. 

THE  TONIC  SOL  FA  CONCERT. 

Mrs.  Patton  requests  us  to  tender  her  best 
thanks  to  ihe  ladies  and  gentlemen  whose  at- 
tendance contributed  so  materially  to  make  her 
benefit  conceit  a  success,  and  also  to  acknow- 
ledge the  able  assistance  of  Mr.  E.  Beart  in 
drilling  the  children,  and  the  loan  of  many 
handsome  potplants  by  Mrs.  Jarmain  for  deco- 
rating the  platform. 

THE   LONDON  LYRIC  COMPANY. 

Since  the  visit  of  this  Company  to  Yokohama 
last  Mayan  entirely  new  repertoire  of  plays  has 
been  acquired,  chiefly  the  latest  London  suc- 
cesses such  as  "  Charley's  Aunt,"  "  Liberty 
Hall,"  and  "Walker,  London."  The  Company 
has  been  augmented  and  the  variety  part  of  ihe 
programme  considerably  strengthened. 

JAPAN   AND  HAWAII. 

Mr.  Watanabe,  Minister  of  Finance,  has  re- 
ceived Imperial  sanction  lo  appropriate  yen 
50,074.837  from  the  Second  Reserve  Fund 
towards  the  cost  of  sending  a  man-of-war  to 
afford  protection  to  Japanese  subjects  in  Hawaii. 

SEALING  CATCHES. 

The  British  schooner  Ocean  Belle,  Captain  T. 
O.  Leary,  has  relumed  to  port  with  82  seal  pelts. 
She  reports  that  the  American  schooner  Henry 
Dennis  has  taken  742  seals,  the  City  of  San 
Diego  332,  and  the  Walter  Earle  420  seals. 

EARTHQUAKES. 

Two  shocks  of  earthquake  were  felt  in  Yoko- 
hama early  this  morning.  The  first  was  weak, 
but  the  second  was  very  severe  and  the  oscilla- 
tions continued  for  some  time. 
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THE  KOREAN  CHARGE  D'AFFAIRES. 


READERS  will  have   gathered  from 
our  translations  or  resumes  of  leading 
articles  that  have  appeared  in  Japanese 
journals  with  reference  to  the  exit  of  the 
Korean    Charge'  d' Affaires  per  interim 
from  Tokyo,  that  he  is  supposed  by  some 
persons  to  have  been  dissatisfied  with  the 
action  of  the  Japanese  Authorities  in  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  the  two  criminals 
from  justice  who  fled  to  his  Legation  after 
the  attempt  upon  the  life  of  BOKU  ElKO, 
and  that,   regarding  the  part  taken  by 
himself  in  the  affair  as  a  dereliction  of  duty, 
he  has  voluntarily  gone  to  Korea  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  his  Government's 
pleasure.    It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
conjecture  the  motives  that   may  have 
swayed  Mr.  Yu,  for  we  have  no  precedent 
to  guide  us  in  interpreting  his  procedure. 
That  he  should  feel  uneasy  about  his  own 
action,  however,  is  very  conceivable  ;  for, 
having  the  choice  of  two  paths  either  of 
which  led  to  a  logical  bourne,  he  chose 
neither,  and  thus  drifted  into  a  position 
indefensible  from  any  point  of  view.  Of 
the  two  courses  open  to  him,  one  was  to 
surrender  the  fugitives  at  once,  or  at  any  rate 
to  deny  them  asylum  in  the  Legation  ;  the 
other  was  to  assert  their  right  of  sanctuary, 
and  compel  the  Japanese  Government,  if 
it  insisted  on  apprehending  them,  to  do 
so  in  the  teeth  of  his  protests.    The  former 
course  was  the  lawful  and  rational  one  '■ 
the  latter  must   have  involved  his  own 
recall,  but  nevertheless  would  have  been 
intelligible  and  might  have  been  supported 
by  precedent.    What  he  did,  however,  was 
to   palter  with  the  question   as  long  as 
possible,  not  asserting  any  right,  but  mere- 
ly pleading  perplexity,  personal  or  diplo- 
matic, and  then  finally  to  yield,  at  the 
same  time  asking  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment to  withdraw  the  official  communica- 
tion which  was  of  all  things  essential  to 
his  own  defence,  supposing  that  he  desired 
to  establish  any  relation  of  consistency  be- 
tween hisoriginal  attitude  and  his  ultimate 
surrender.    If  he  had  declared  his  belief 
that  the  inviolability  of  a  Legation  has  no 
limits,  and  had  thrown  the  aegis  of  his 
protection  over  the  fugitives  until  compel- 
led to  bow  to  force  majeure,   he  would 
have  found  sympathisers.    But  to  pretext 
official  uncertainty,    personal  friendship 
with  one  of  the  fugitives,  andso  forth  ;  to 
obstruct  the  course  of  justice  for  three  days 
on  the  ground  of  such  pretexts,   and  then 
finally  to  ask  to  be  treated  as  though  he 
had  never  raised  any  objections  whatever, 
was  a  mere  display  of  inconsequential 
vacillation.     It  is  not  impossible  that  a 
retrospect  of  these  occurrences  may  have 
proved  so  disquieting  to  Mr.  Yu  as  to  impel 
him  to  shake  the  dust  of  the  Legation  off  his 
feet,  and  retire  incontinently  into  private 
life.    We  can  not  choose  but  pity  him  sin- 
cerely.  Probably  without  much  knowledge 
of  international  law  and  even  less  experi- 


ence of  its  operation,  he  was  required  sud- 
denly to  deal  with  a  very  difficult  problem, 
knowing,  doubtless,  that  whichever  way 
he  solved  it  the  censure  either  of  his  own 
Government  or  of  foreign  public  opinion 
awaited  him.  Besides,  he  had  before  his  eyes 
a  practical  illustration  of  the  curious  sub- 
tletiesof  international  law.  KlM  Ok-Kyun, 
the  plotter  and  instigator  of  wholesale 
assassination,  had  fled  to  Japan  and  found 
secure  sanctuary  there  during  nine  years, 
despite  the  utmost  efforts  of  his  own  Go- 
vernment to  obtain  his  extradition.  The 
two  Kens,  supposed  to  have  been  im- 
plicated in  an  attempt  to  assassinate  a 
comparatively  insignificant  Korean,  had 
fled  to  their  country's  Legation  and  failed 
to  find  sanctuary  there  for  more  than  three 
days,  though  a  Legation  is  theoretically 
the  territory  of  the  State  whose  flag  flies 
over  it.  Poor  Mr.  Yu  may  well  have  been 
perplexed.  There  is  no  occasion  to  attach 
to  his  sudden  and  irregular  exodus  from 
Tokyo  the  sinister  interpretation  put  upon 
it  by  some  Japanese  writers. 

As  to  the  problem  that  Mr.  Yu  had  to 
consider,  it  is  true  that  there  are  two  solu- 
tions, but  only  one  of  them  can  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
international  law  as  practised  by  civilized 
nations.  Cases  are  on  record  where  the 
Representative  of  a  foreign  Power  has 
attempted  to  a  assert  the  right  of  offering 
asylum  within  the  precincts  of  his  resi- 
dence to  persons  not  borne  on  his  staff  or 
included  in  his  household.  Such  a  case 
was  that  of  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Stockholm,  when  a  merchant,  Mr.  GuiDE- 
KENS,  accused  of  a  crime,  escaped  to  his 
embassy.  The  Ambassador  claimed  abso- 
lute right  of  asylum  ;  asserted  that  no  force 
could  be  used  against  the  house  of  a  foreign 
Minister,  and  declared  that  the  posting  of 
a  guard  round  the  embassy,  and  the 
Swedish  Authorities'  demand  to  know 
within  an  hour  what  course  he  intended 
to  lake  with  regard  to  the  fugitive,  were 
violations  of  international  law.  Ultimately 
he  surrendered  the  merchant,  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  Stockholm  having  demanded 
his  recall,  he  was  recalled.  Nothing  could 
be  more  explicit  than  WoOLSEY's  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  in  this  matter.  "  The 
ambassador's  privileges,"  he  writes,  "  do 
not  include  the  right  of  asylum  for  per- 
sons outside  of  his  household.  If  the 
fiction  of  extraterritoriality  explained  the 
privileges  of  ambassadors,  the  right  of 
asylum  would  be  fairly  deducible  from  it, 
and  a  criminal  taking  refuge  in  such  a 
sanctuary  would  be  given  up,  if  at  all,  by 
a  process  of  extradition.  But  it  so  hap- 
pens that  the  house  of  an  ambassador  has 
ceased  to  be  an  asylum,  since  the  notion 
of  extraterritoriality  has  been  most  cur- 
rent. The  right  was  attached  in  the 
Middle  Ages  to  many  religious  places,  and 
was  conceded  after  this  analogy,  on  ac- 
count of  their  sacredness,  to  the  hotels 
of  ambassadors  in  some  countries.  But  the 


usage,  if  we  are  not  deceived,  was  never 
general  throughout  Europe,  and  even  when 
it  obtained,  as  in  Rome  and  Madrid,  was 
sometimes  opposed  and  violated  by  the 
government.  Similar  to  this  right,  if  not 
an  extension  of  it,  was  the  freedom  or 
privilege  (jus  quarteriorum)  of  the  quarter 
of  the  city  where  the  ambassador  resided, 
and  which  was  indicated  by  the  arms  of 
his  sovereign.  This  right  (or  wrong, 
rather)  prevailed  in  a  number  of  places, 
as  at  Venice,  Rome,  Madrid,  and  during 
the  meetings  for  the  choice  and  coro- 
nation of  an  emperor,  at  Erankfort-on- 
the-Main.  At  Rome,  in  the  16th  and  1 7th 
centuries,  the  harbouring  of  criminals, 
under  plea  of  exercising  this  right,  gave 
occasion  to  more  than  one  dispute  between 
the  Papal  and  the  French  governments. 

"It  is  now  admitted  that  if  a  transgres- 
sor, not  of  the  ambassador's  train,  takes 
refuge  in  his  premises,  he  can  be  de- 
manded by  the  local  authorities,  and,  if 
not  delivered  up,  can  be  searched  for 
and  seized  within  the  hotel  ;  for  which 
purpose  such  force  in  breaking  doors  open 
and  the  like,  may  be  used,  as  is  necessary 
for  his  apprehension.  For,  as  BYNKER- 
SHOEK  ("  De  For.  Leg.,"  §  21)  asks,  '  legati, 
tit  latrones  recipiant,  mittuntur  ?  vel,  sine 
receptione  commode  legationi  vacare  non 
possunt  ? '  " 


KIM  OK-KYUN 'S  BODY  AND  HONG 
TJYONG-ONS  FATE. 
 ♦  

WE  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  Mr. 
Ol  KENTARO  was  a  leader  of  the 
movement  to  bring  the  body  of  KlM  Ok- 
KYUN  to  Japan  and  inter  it  in  the  soil  of  this 
country,  where,  doubtless,  it  would  have 
become  an  object  of  veneration  to  many 
sentimental  and  hysterical  folks.  KlM 
may  have  been  a  personal  friend  of  Mr. 
Ol,  and  his  remains  may  therefore  have 
merited  all  the  offices  of  friendship  at  the 
latter's  hands.  But  the  matter  can  not 
be  regarded  in  a  purely  private  light,  nor 
did  Mr.  Ol  and  his  fellow-workers  seem 
to  desire  that  it  should  be  so  regarded. 
They  appointed  a  Committee  to  promote 
their  aim,  and  the  Committee,  headed  by 
Mr.  Ol,  called  upon  the  Minister  Presi- 
dent and  other  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
to  urge  that  the  Japanese  Consul  in 
Shanghai  be  instructed  to  render  every 
possible  assistance  toward  the  transfer  of 
the  body.  We  imagine  that  no  heed 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Ol'S  solicitations.  It 
was  all  very  right  and  proper  that,  as  a 
political  refugee,  KlM  Ok-KYUN  should 
have  found  a  safe  asylum  in  Japan,  and 
that  the  Japanese  Government  should  have 
refused  to  surrender  him — all  very  right 
and  proper,  at  any  rate,  so  long  as  inter- 
national usage  remains  sufficiently  un- 
civilized to  discriminate  between  political 
assassinations  and  common  murders,  and 
to  class  the  former  among  acts  entitling 
their   performers   to    the    protection  of 
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foreign  States.    But  now  that  KlM  is  dead 
and  gone,  Japan's  duty  toward  him  ceases 
altogether.    It  ceased,  in   point  of  fact, 
from  the  moment  he  left  her  shores.  If 
any  official  movement  had  been  made  in 
the  sense  desired  by   Mr.  Ol  KENTARO 
and  his  associates,  this  empire  would  at 
once  have  fallen  under  the  imputation  of 
sympathizing  with  KlM'S  bloody  and  bar- 
barous deeds.    It  would  have  been  con- 
cluded by  the  world  that  instead  of  having 
discharged   her   international  obligation 
toward  a  political  refugee  at  the  dictates 
of  an  unprejudiced  sense  of  duty,  Japan 
had  afforded  refuge  to  KlM  because  she 
approved  of  his  procedure.    Happily,  the 
course  of  events  has  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  Messrs.  Ol  and  Company  to 
betray  their  country's  officials  into  any 
act  of  indiscretion  —though  we  should  hope 
that  there  never  was  any  danger  of  the 
kind— for  Mr.  NOSE  TATSUGORO,  Japanese 
Consul  at  Inchon,  telegraphs,  under  date  of 
the  10th  instant,  that  a  Chinese  man-of- 
war  arrived  on  that  day  at  Chemulpo, 
carrying  the  body  of  KlM,  and  his  assassin 
HONG    TjyONG-ON,  for  transfer  to  the 
Korean  Authorities.    It  is  believed  that 
the  murdererand  the  body  of  hisvictim  were 
formally  handed  over  to  a  Korean  official 
in  Shanghai,  and  that,  at  his  request,  the 
duty  of  carrying  them  to  Korea  was  en- 
trusted to  a  Chinese  man-of-war.    A  more 
extraordinary  and  shocking  drama  could 
scarcely  be  imagined  :  the  murderer  and 
the  corpse  of  his  victim  carried  by  the  same 
ship  to  their  native  country  after  all  these 
years  of  absence  and  exile.    Only  in  the 
Orient  do  things  fall  out  so  strangely.  The 
tragedy  needs  no  elaboration  at  our  hands. 
We  can  only  hope  that  the  dead  body 
of  the  political  agitator  may  not  have  po- 
tency to  renew  the  disturbances  foment- 
ed by   him    during  life.     There  seems 
to  be  danger  of  something  of  the  kind. 
Telegraphic  intelligence  from  Soul,  pub 
lished  by  the  Kokkai,  says  that,  on  receipt 
of  the  news  of  KlM'S  death,  the  members 
of  the  BIN  family  offered  congratulations 
openly  to  the  Court,  and  that  the  KlNG 
immediately  directed  the  elevation  of  the 
assassin  HONG  to  high  official  rank,  which 
step  was  intimated   to  him  through  the 
Korean   Consul  in  Shanghai.  Measures 
were  also  organized  to  procure  the  trans 
fer  of  the  murderer  to  his  own  country 
The  telegram    adds   that  BlN  YEISHUN, 
now  said  to  be  the  most  influential  official 
in    Korea,    collected   a   number  of  his 
friends  and  partisans  and  organized 
thirty-days  revel  over  Kim's  death.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  enemies  of  the  BlN 
family  are  represented   as   being  much 
disturbed  over  the  event,  and  as  having 
held    secret   meetings    for  the  purpose 
of    contriving    some    means  of  killing 
HONG    TjYONG-ON   immediately  on  his 
arrival  in  Korea,  and  thus  giving  rest 
to  Kim's  troubled  spirit.    As  for  the  TAI 
Won-kun,  he  is  said  to  have  passed  the 


whole  of  the  night  of  the  30th  in  tears 
before  the  mortuary  tablet  of  KlM,  and  he 
and  his  alliesare  reported  to  be  under  close 
espionage  by  the  Government.    It  is  very 
conceivable  that  if  indignities  are  offered 
KlM'S  corpse  on  its  arrival  in  Korea  and 
distinctions  conferred  on   the  murderer, 
political  feeling  may  culminate  in  serious 
disturbance.    Assuming  that  KlM  really 
represented  the  party  of  progress  in  Soul, 
we  can  understand  the  propensity  of  many 
Japanese  to  espouse  his  cause.    But  cer- 
tainly this    is    not  the  occasion  for  any 
national  interference.    Korea  had  better 
be  left  to  wash  such  soiled  linen  in  private. 
The  irony  of    the   whole  affair  is  that 
Mr.  Ol  KENTARO,  the  enemy  of  real  pro- 
gress in  his  own  country,  should  figure 
as  the   friend  of  KlM  in  Korea.  That 
alone  is  sufficient  to  throw  doubts  on  the 
sincerity  of  KlM'S  programme.  Historians 
nclined  to  be  critical  may  perhaps  say 
that  after  all  KlM  Ok-KYUN  was  par  ex- 
cellence the  leader  of  Soshi  in  Korea,  and 
may  add  the  inference  that  under  such 
circumstances  Mr.  Ol  Kentaro's  sym- 
pathy with  him  finds  a  natural  explana- 
tion.   Be  that  as  it 
how   Japan's  foreign 
under    the  direction 
TARO  and  his  school. 

deities  preserve  her  from  that  peril  !  She 
needs  very  careful  hands  at  her  helm  of 
State  just  now,  for  if  the  King  of  Korea 
shows  approval  of  the  accomplished  mur- 
der in  Shanghai  and  of  the  attempted  one 
in  Tokyo  by  conferring  high  rank  on  HONG 
TjYONG-ON  and  placing  Kim's  corpse  in 
the  hands  of  the  public  executioner,  the 
relations  between  Japan  and  the  peninsular 
Kingdom  must  be  subjected  to  consider- 
able strain.  Not  that  Japan  has  any 
obligations,  moral  or  otherwise,  to  dis 
charge  toward  the  murdered  man  or 
his  assassin,  but  because  the  attempt 
upon  the  life  of  BOKU  YE1KO  in  Tokyo 
and  the  killing  of  KlM  in  Shanghai  seem 
to  have  been  parts  of  the  same  plot 
devised  and  directed  by  Li  ISSHOKU,  who 
now  lies  in  a  Japanese  jail  and  who 
pleads  the  authority  of  his  Sovereign  for 
all  that  he  did.  Korea  must  purge  her- 
self of  official  complicity  with  Li's 
doings  :  otherwise  she  will  be  placed  in  a 
very  awkward  position  vis-a-vis  Japan 
We  observe  that  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun 
now  speaks  openly  of  two  commissions 
previously  issued  by  the  King  of  KOREA 
for  the  killing  of  KlM.  It  is  to  be  trusted 
that  His  MAJESTY  will  not  verify  that  evi 
record  by  imprudent  action  on  the  present 
occasion. 


THE  VICTORIA  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 


may,   one  marvels 
policy  would  fare 
of    Mr.    Ol  KEN- 
May  her  tutelary 


When  Truth  staled  some  lime  ago  that  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  in  consequence  of  ill-health, 
was  about  to  retire  from  the  world  altogether,  the 
report  was  promptly  conti  adicted.  But  il  is  plea- 
sant to  have  the  denial  so  completely  endorsed  as 
it  lias  been  recently  by  her  Royal  Highness  her- 
self. Neatly  every  night  dining  the  past  week  or 
ten  days  she  been  to  the  theatre,  thus  proving  her 
restoi  alion  to  health. 


RECURRING  again  to  the  subject  of 
the  Victoria  School,  in  answer  to  cor- 
respondents, we  repeat  our  conviction  that 
only  one  School  is  possible  in  Yokohama,  if 
it  is  to  be  a  School  capable  of  satisfying 
the  needs  of  the  place.     Despite  eleven 
thousand  dollars  subscribed  at  different 
times  for  its  maintenance,  the  Victoria 
School  has  certainly  not  been  a  success  up 
to  the  present.    It  has  done  some  good 
work,  but  that  it  falls  far  short  of  what 
was  expected  of  it  is  proved  by  the  num- 
ber of  Yokohama  and  Kobe  boys  attend- 
ing the  School  of  the  Morning  Star  in 
Tokyo.     Other   causes   beside   want  of 
confidence  have  doubtless  helped  to  check 
the  School's  development,  but  want  of 
confidence  is  principally  responsible.  The 
Tokyo  School  labours  under  one  important 
disadvantage  as  compared  with  the  Victoria 
School :  being  a  French  School,  it  does 
not  and  can  not  pretend  to  give  boys  an 
English  education.     It  can  not  prepare 
them  for  business  life  in  an  English-speak- 
ing community.    Nothing  could  attract  to 
it  English  boys  destined  for  a  mercantile 
career  except  the  fact  thatthegreat  number 
of  teachers  guarantees  a  full  and  sufficient 
measure  of  attention  to  the  pupils  of  every 
standard.    There  never  have  been  more 
than  two  teachers  actually  attached  to  the 
Victoria  Public  School.    We  believe  that 
the  Committee  were  many  times  urged  to 
engage  the  services  of  a  third,  but  that  they 
invariably  declined  to  do  so,  being  per- 
suaded that  the  financial  condition  of  the 
institution  did  not  warrant  such  a  step. 
The  average  number  of  pupils  has  been 
36,  spread  over  6  standards.  With  the  best 
and  most  industrious  management  in  the 
world,  it  must  obviously  have  been  im- 
possible for  two  teachers  to  attend  fully  to 
all  these  standards.    Some  had  to  be  more' 
or  less  neglected,  and  of  course  the  lower 
standards  suffered.    The  natural  result  was 
that  young  boys  left  for  any  other  school 
where  they  could  get  what  they  failed  to 
find  at  the  Victoria  School.    At  the  same 
time,  from  the  very  outset,  a  portion  of  the 
community,    influenced    by    a  prejudice 
against  Eurasian  children,  and  unwilling 
that  their  sons  should  associate  with  them, 
refrained  from  sending  their  boys  to  the 
School.   Had  they  sent  them,  the  increased 
fees  would  have  paid  the  salary  of  a  third 
teacher,  and  the  School  would  have  been 
in  a  position  to  compete  more  successfully 
with  the  Tokyo  institution.    On  the  other 
hand,  these  exclusionists  were  too  few 
to  start  and  support  a   proper  school  on 
their  own  account.     The  fees   paid  by 
them  were  never  more  than  enough  to  re- 
munerate one  teacher.  They  were  satisfied 
with  that,  however,  for  they  regarded  it 
as  only  a  temporary  expedient,  their  ulti- 
mate purpose  being  to  send  their  lads 
home.    But  the  situation  has  been  compli- 
cated by  a  new  factor— exchange.  When 
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it  costs  ten  dollars  to   buy   a  sovereign, 
people  cannot  afford  to  purchase  many 
gold  coins  for  defraying  the  educational 
expenses   of  their  sons   ill  England.  A 
Yokohama  resident  who  wants  to  send  two 
boys  to  a  good  English  public  school  must 
look  forward  to  disbursing  something  like 
$3,000  annually.    That  is  almost  prohibi- 
tive.   Men  cannot  send  their  lads  home. 
It  has  become  absolutely  necessary  that 
Yokohama  should   have  a  well  equipped 
school.    No  school  merits  that  epithet  un- 
less it  has  at  least  three  teachers— perhaps 
we  ought  to  say  four.    The  expense  of 
maintaining  a  school  on  such  a  basis  can 
not  be  estimated  at  less  than  $6,000  per 
annum.    Reckoning  the  fees  at  an  average 
of  $90  per  head,  that  income  requires  an 
attendance  of  about  70  boys,  and  there  are 
70  boys  over  eight  years  of  age  in  Yoko- 
hama, if  we  exclude  those  now  going  to 
Tokyo.    Hence  Yokohama  is  in  a  position 
to  support  a  good  school  if  it  pleases.  But 
what   do   we    see    happening?    A  new 
school  is  started  from  which  Eurasians  are 
excluded.    It  gets  12  pupils  belonging  to 
six  different  standards.  Such  an  attendance 
can  not  support  more  than  one  teacher, 
which  means  that  the  lads  can  not  possibly 
receive  efficient  instruction.    At  the  same 
time,    the    loss    to   the  Victoria  School 
necessitates  a  reduction  of  the  staff,  and  con- 
sequently another  exodus  of  boys  to  Tokyo 
ensues.     The   exclusionist   faction  have 
gained  nothing.    They  have  merely  further 
crippled  the  educational  facilities  of  the 
place.    It  is  easy  to  see  whither  such  pro 
ceedings  lead.    The  Victoria  School  must 
die    of   inanition,    and    the  exclusionist 
also :   the   latter  de 
and  in  the  end  there 
Tokyo  school  where 
the   exclusionists  re 
These  issues  are  per 
fectly  plain.    Yokohama  can  have  a  good 
school  if  it  makes  up  its  mind  to  be  practi 
cal,  and  certainly  if  there  is  to  be  a  school, 
let  it  be  the  Victoria  School  upon  which  so 
much  money  has  already  been  spent,  and 
which  we  have  all  such  a  loyal  interest  in 
maintaining. 


school  must  perish 
stroys  the  former, 
survives  only  the 
the  prejudices  of 
ceive  short  shrift. 


THE  TOKYO  ART  SCHOOL. 


THE  Faculty  of  the  Tokyo  Art  School 
have  taken  a  new  departure  by  in- 
viting public  inspection  of  the  works  of  the 
students.  An  exhibition  of  that  character 
is  now  in  progress  in  the  School  buildings 
in  Uyeno  Park.  It  presents  many  features 
of  interest  and  some  of  disappointment. 
The  students  at  the  Art  School  are  divid- 
ed between  two  tendencies  ;  one  is  to  copy 
the  works  of  the  old  Japanese  masters,  a 
task  in  which  they  occasionally  succeed 
very  fairly  ;  the  other  is  to  engraft  upon 
Japanese  pictorial  art  some  of  the  features 
of  European,  a  task  in  which  the  defects  of 
a  transition  stage  are  painfully  apparent. 
The  pictorial  art  of  the  Art  School  just  at 


present  is  neither  "fish,  flesh,  fowl,  nor 
good  red  herring  :  "  it  has  lost  the  vigour 
md  directness  of  Japanese  c/icfs-d' <vHvre, 
and  has  only  acquired  a  feeble  atmos- 
phere of  Western  chiaroscuro,  perspective, 
and  breadth.   Among  the  Professors  at  the 
School  there  are  undoubtedly  men  of  great 
talent,  but  their  works  are  incomparably 
most  attractive  when  they  adhere  to  the 
methods  of  their  country's  art.     Some  re- 
productions of  the  old  masters  by  GAIIO, 
KAWABATA,  and  others,  hanging  among 
the  hybrid  pictures  that  cover  the  walls  of 
at  least  three  rooms  in  the  School,  en- 
able one  to  draw  an  occasional  breath  of 
satisfaction  as  one  traverses  this  waste  of 
mediocrity  and  failure.     We  do  not  for  a 
moment  mean  to  suggest  that  Japanese 
painters  should  cling  to  the  groove  trod- 
den by  their  ancestors.    Such  a  narrow 
doctrine    would    be    exploded   by  one 
glance  at  the  reproductions  of  European 
artists  which  have  been  collected  at  the 
School  for  the  benefit  of  the  students, 
and  which  are  now  hanging  in  the  last 
of  the  suite  of  rooms  devoted  to  the  pic- 
torial section   of  the  Exhibition.  There 
is    here  the    usual  wearisome  iteration 
of  Madonnas  and  Infant  Christs,  of  Cruci- 
fixions,  of  Resurrections,    and   of  clas- 
sicial  myths.     But  everywhere,  even  in 
these  necessarily  defective  copies,  one  gets 
glimpses  of  the  strong  genius  and  noble 
poetry  that  immortalize  the  works  of  the 
great  European  masters,  and  one  feels  how 
slight  and  trivial  by  comparison  is  the 
inspiration  of  the  pure  Japanese  school. 
Some  day,  we  do  not  doubt,  not  only  the 
technical  excellence,  but  also  the  spirit 
of  Western  art  will  be  wedded  with  the 
forte  of  Japanese,  and  assuredly  the  union 
will  be  happy.    But  at  present  the  students 
at  the  Art  School  seem  to  have  lost  their 
hold  on  their  own  traditions  and  to  be  still 
groping  helplessly  after  those  of  the  Oc- 
cident.   Here  and  there  we  see  evidence 
that  the  inimitable  directness  and  strength 
of  line  for  which  the  Japanese  are  unrival- 
led, still  survive,  but  unfortunately  these 
admirable  traits  disappear  almost  entirely 
whenever  any  incursion  is  made  into  the 
field  of  foreign  style.    No  such  criticism 
applies,  however,  when  we  pass  to  the 
glyptic  sections  of  the  Exhibition.  Here 
we  come  upon  work  in  wood  and  metal 
that  is  at  once  delightful  and  astonishing. 
What  a  vista  of  profit  and  renown  would 
be  opened  for  Japanese  carvers  in  wood 
and  chisellers  in  bronze  and  iron  if  only 
they  could  adapt  their  productions  to  the 
requirements  of  Western  architectural  de- 
coration !    It  is  impossible  not  to  regret 
bitterly  that   the   work   of   such  grand 
masters  as  Takamura,  Shomin,  Natsuq, 
and  so  forth,  can  not  be  applied  to  worthier 
objects  than  the  ornamentation  of  trivial 
plaques,  ignoble  cigar-boxes,  and  statuettes 
of  heroes  and  heroines  that  figure  in  history 
with  which  the  vast  majority  of  civilized 
peoples    have  neither  acquaintance  nor 


Sympathy.     The  Art  School,  we  imagine, 
OUght  to  be  able  to  widen  the  field  for  the 
workers   it  educates  by   opening  closer 
communication  with  the  West,  and  guid- 
ing its  students'  ideas  into  directions  where 
they  could  hope  to  find  substantial  reward. 
The  terrible  impediment  standing  in  the 
path   of  all   art  progress  in  Japan  is  that 
patrons  able  and  willing  to  give  substantial 
encouragement  are  not  to  be  found  at 
home.    Artists,  like  their  commoner  fel- 
low-mortals, must  live,  and  if  a  livelihood 
is  not  to  be  procured  in  art,  its  devotees 
must  of  necessity  become  fewer  and  fewer. 
But  a  livelihood  is  to  be  found  by  catering 
for  the  markets  of  Europe  and  America, 
and  to  establish  touch  with  them  is  the 
first  need  of  the  time.    Unhappily  the 
Occidental  middle-man  has  not  yet  offered 
his  services  here.    His  intervention  in  the 
domain  of  ordinary   trade  has  been  the 
means  of  building  up  for  Japan  a  foreign 
commerce  of  the  most  valuable  character 
and  of  steadily  growing  dimensions.    Is  it 
not  almost  certain  that  had  the  Japanese 
been  left  to  themselves  to  discover  the  com- 
mercial needs  and  tastes  of  the  West,  they 
would  still  be  in  the  tentative  stage,  and 
their  business  with  the  outside  world  would 
be  only  a  fraction  of  what  it  is  ?  But  foreign 
agents,   thoroughly   conversant  with  the 
beat  of  the  tradal  pulse  of  Europe  and 
America,  have  stepped  in,  and  have  led 
Japan  into  the  path  of  prosperity  with  a 
minimum  of  risk  to  herself  and  amaximum 
of  celerity.    Were  the  services  of  the  same 
agents  available  in  the  field  of  applied  art, 
we  should  see  something  very  different  from 
the  insipid  pictures  and  toy-like  carvings 
now  offered  for  sale  at  the  Art  School. 
But  our  remarks   have-  fallen  altogether 
into  a   strain   of  regret  and  disparage- 
ment, whereas  there  is  much,  very  much, 
at  the  Art  School  that  deserves  different 
treatment.     In  bronze,  in  iron,  in  lacquer, 
in  wood,  there  is  much  that  deserves  the 
heartiest    applause  and  encouragement, 
from  that  wonderful  poem  in  iron,  SHOMIN'S 
Demon-slayer,  to  the  curiously  realistic 
wood  statue   of  Count  MATSUKATA  in  a 
black  alpaca  coat  and  seamless  trousers. 
We  strongly  urge  a  visit  to  the  School,  for 
these  general  remarks  of  ours  can  convey 
but  a    meagre   notion   of  the  wealth  of 
potential  talent  that  its  products  display. 


THE  FIVE  STAPLES 
 ♦ — 


ASSOCIATION. 


M 


R.  MAYEDA  MASANA,  Chairman 
of  the  Japan  Trade  Association,  has 
been  instrumental  in  forming  a  Society*  con- 
sisting of  the  principal  Japanese  dealers 
in,  and  manufacturers  of,  Woven  Goods, 
Bronzes,  Porcelains,  Lacquer,  and  Paper 
Ware,  the  five  principal  minor  staples  of 
export.  The  Association  has  its  head 
quarters  in  Kyoto.  It  appears  to  be  an 
influential  affair  and  to  deserve  the  serious 
attention  of  foreign  merchants.  The  mo- 
tives of  its  projectors  are  based  on  com- 
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plaints  which  we  have  often  heard  before. 
They  say  that  foreign  merchants  at  the 
Open  Ports  are  in  the  habit  of  ordering 
goods  from  Japanese  manufacturers  on  a 
more  or  less  speculative  basis.  In  the 
interval  between  the  placing  of  the  order 
and  the  delivery  of  the  goods,  the  foreigner 
keeps  close  telegraphic  contact  with  home 
markets,  and  if  he  finds  that  the  demand 
for  the  goods  has  diminished,  or  that,  for 
any  other  reason,  they  are  not  likely  to 
find  a  ready  market,  he  does  not  hesitate 
to  rescind  his  order  although  the  manu- 
facturer may  have  already  carried  it  far 
toward  completion.  In  some  instances, 
this  arbitrary  method  of  procedure  places 
the  manufacturer  in  a  serious  dilemma, 
for  when  he  comes  to  deliver  his  goods, 
the  foreigner  finds  all  sorts  of  pretexts  for 
rejecting  them  :  they  are  not  up  to  sample, 
or  their  quality  is  inferior,  or  they  present 
some  feature  open  to  objection.  On  the 
otherhand,  being  designed  orginally  for  the 
foreign  market,  they  cannot  be  disposed 
of  at  home,  and  the  manufacturer,  con- 
fronted by  this  difficulty,  and  at  the  same 
time  fearing  to  alienate  an  important 
customer,  ends  by  letting  the  goods  go  for 
a  mere  song.  Further,  the  perpetual  inter- 
vention of  the  foreign  middleman  operates 
to  prevent  the  Japanese  manufacturer 
from  acquiring  any  useful  or  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  tastes  and  needs  of 
foreign  consumers,  and  this  ignorance  acts 
as  an  effectual  check  upon  his  faculties  of 
invention  and  design.  He  becomes,  in 
fact,  a  species  of  machine,  blindly  following 
the  direction  of  the  foreign  exporter  and 
having  no  intimate  perception  of  the  tastes 
for  which  he  is  catering. 

Such    are    the    reasons    assigned  for 
the  organization  of  the  new  Five  Staples 
Association.    It  would  be  idle  to  pretend 
that  the  complaints  preferred  with  refer- 
ence to  arbitrary  conduct  on  the  part  of 
foreign  exporters  are    entirely  baseless. 
We  have  been  listening  to  them  too  long 
and  have  heard  them  repeated  too  often  to 
dismiss  them  as  wholly  imaginary.  They 
used  to  be  uttered  most  loudly  in  connec- 
tion with  the  silk  trade.    It  was  said  that 
foreign  merchants,  under  the  pretext  of 
inspecting  bilk,  kept  it  in  their  godowns 
long  enough  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  Western 
market  accurately,  and  then  returned  it 
without  scruple  to  the  Japanese  owner  if 
they  did   not  see  a  profit  in  keeping  it. 
The    truth  was  that  out  of    the  proved 
impossibility    of    purchasing   any  parcel 
of  silk  from  a  Japanese  holder  without  an 
exhaustive  inspection,  there  had  grown  up  a 
system   of  making  purchases  conditiona 
on  such  inspection,  and  since  the  inspec- 
tion   could  be  effected    only  in  foreign 
godowns,  the  silk  necessarily  lay  in  those 
godowns  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period 
pending  the  conclusion  of  the  transac- 
tion.    We    do    not   doubt   that,  human 
it    is,    foreign  mer- 
took    unfair  advant 


age  of  a  situation  so  completely  under 
their  control.  But  the  fault  lay  originally 
with  the  Japanese:  until  they  could  be 
trusted  to  sell  honestly  in  conformity  with 
sample,  it  was  unavoidable  that  they 
should  submit  to  exceptional  conditions. 
The  strong  probability — supported,  too,  by 
all  the  evidence  hitherto  procurable — is 
that  the  undue  advantage  taken  of  their 
opportunities  by  foreign  exporters  has  been 
comparatively  small.  At  all  events,  how- 
ever irksome  the  Japanese  found  the 
situation,  it  was  of  their  own  making  and 
could  be  mended  only  by  years  of  steady 
adherence  to  honest  methods  on  their  part. 
Fretful  attempts  made,  now  and  again,  to 
eliminate  the  foreign  middleman,  have  in- 
variably ended  in  loss  to  the  Japanese. 
These  reflections  apply  to  the  silk  trade. 
But  it  would  seem  from  the  avowed  motives 
of  the  new  Association  under  considera- 
tion that  similar  complaints  are  formulated 
against  foreign  exporters  of  the  five  minor 
staples,  and  that  an  effort  is  now  to  be  made 
to  set  them  aside  and  carry  on  the  trade 
direct  The  business  concerned  in  this 
scheme  stood  as  follows  in  1893: — 


Woven  Goods — 

SHU  Handkei  chiefs   $3,899,646-) 

Habutaye                         3>553>6o4^  $7,974,638 

Silk  Piece  Goods   521,388) 

Porcelain  and  Pottery   I>577. 19° 

Paper  Ware   201,369 

Lacquer    708,992 

Bionze    7l>984 


producer  or  his  representative  at  this  end, 
it  follows  that  they  accept  all  the  risks  of 
the  Western  markets.  To  get  rid  of  such 
admirable  aids  for  purely  sentimental  rea- 
sons would  be  a  suicidal  policy.  As  things 
are  now  arranged,  it  is  to  the  Japanese 
that  the  major  share  of  the  gain  falls.  The 
Japanese  grow  rich  ;  some  of  them  even 
become  millionaires.  The  foreigner  earns 
a  bare  living;  wealth  never  comes  to  him. 
If  the  Japanese  really  desire  to  change  such 
conditions,  they  must  be  greatly  lacking 
in  common  sense  and  business  shrewdness. 


THE  BLAND  BILL. 


nature  being  what 
chants  sometimes 


Total    $10,534,173 

We  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  how 
much  justice  there  may  be  in  the  Japanese 
complaint  that  the  trade  in  these  staples 
is  conducted   in  an  arbitrary  and  unfair 
manner  by  foreigners.    But  it  is  not  open 
to  question   that  many — we  venture  to 
affirm  the  great  majoriiy — of  the  foreign 
merchants  would  not  stoop  to  practices 
such  as  they  are  accused  of  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Association.    The  natural 
outcome  of  such  circumstances  should  be 
the  trade's  gradual  gravitation   into  the 
hands  of  the  upright  and  straightforward 
dealers  and  the  elimination  of  the  crooked 
and  crafty.    But  the  Japanese  seem  to 
want  something  more  than  that,  and  if 
they  are  willing  to  pay  for  experience, 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  buying  it. 
We  entertain   no  doubt  that   they  can 
acquire  a  great  deal  of  practically  useful 
knowledgeby  studyingthe  tastes  of  foreign 
consumers  in  loco,  and  ascertaining  the 
directions  in  which  their  own  admirable 
skill  can  be  profitably  adapted  to  Western 
requirements.     At    present    it    is  often 
pitiable  to  observe  the  want  of  guidance 
that  cripples  their  capacities.    But  so  far 
as  concerns  any  wish  to  thrust  out  the 
foreign  middeman,  Japanese  interests  are 
emphatically   opposed    to   such    a  step. 
Better  agents  than  the  foreign  resident 
merchants  could  not  be  conceived.  The 
keen  competition  that  exists  among  them 
has  the  result  of  making  them  work  on  the 
lowest  possible  margin  of  profit,  and  since 
they  purchase  finally  from  the  Japanese 


BY  the  American  mail  of  Friday  we  are 
placed  in  possession  of  the  text  of  the 
BLAND  Bill,  as  actually  passed  by  the 
Senate,  and  we  thus  learn  that,  in  common 
with  several  American  journals,  we  erred 
in  supposing  that  there  was  question  of 
an  issue  of  silver  certificates  only.  The 
coinage  of  the  silver  bullion  now  lying  in 
the  Treasury  was  certainly  contemplated 
by  the  framer  of  the  Bill,  but  no  little 
confusion  seems  to  have  existed  as  to  what 
the  measure  really  meant.  Thus,  during 
the  debate  in  the  Senate,  the  following  is 
reported  : — 

Mr.  Mandei  son  (Rep.,  Neb.)  called  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Sherman  and  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that 
under  the  language  of  the  Seigniorage  Bill,  not 
only  might  55,000,000  of  silver  dollars  be  coined, 
but  an  additional  55,000,000  of  Tieasury  notes 
might  be  issued. 

Mr.  Aldrich  (Rep.,  R.  I.)  inquired,  satirically, 
whether  that  was  not  the  intention  of  the  fiaineis 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Masterson  could  not  imagine  that  that  was 
what  was  desired  by  those  who  framed  the  Bill, 
but  he  thought  there  was  no  question  of  that  being 
the  English  of  it. 

"  It  cannot  be  interpreted  in  any  oilier  way," 
said  Mr.  Aldrich. 

"  I  do  not  see  how,"  Mr.  Masterson  assented, 
"and  therefore  I  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Harris)  whether  this  ambiguity  of 
expression,  to  treat  it  very  mildly,  should  not  be 
remedied  befoie  this  Bill  passes  the  Senate." 

The  text  of  the  Bill,  as  passed,  runs  thus  : — 
Section  i. — That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasuiy 
shall  immediately  cause  to  be  coined  as  fast  as 
possible  the  silver  bullion  held  in  the  Tieasury 
purchased  under  the  Act.of  July  141I1,  1890,  enti- 
tled :  "An  Act  directing  the  purchase  of  silver 
bullion,  and  the  issuing  of  Tieasury  notes  thereon, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  to  the  amount  of  the  gain 
or  seigniorage  of  such  bullion,  to  wit  : — The  sum 
of  fifty-five  million  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars,  and  such 
coin  and  silver  certificates  issued  thereon  shall  be 
used  in  the  payment  of  public  expenditui  es  ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  in  his  discre- 
tion, if  the  needs  of  the  Tieasury  demand  it,  issue 
silver  certificates  in  excess  of  such  coinage,  pro- 
vided that  said  excess  shall  not  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  seigniorage  as  herein  authorized  to  be 
coined. 

Section  2.— After  the  coinage  piovided  for  in 
the  first  section  of  this  Act  the  remainder  of 
the  silver  bullion  purchased  in  pursuance  of 
said  Act  of  July  14th,  ^890,  shall  be  coined  into 
legal  tender  standard  silver  dollars  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  the  coin  shall  be  held  in  the  Treasury 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Tieasuiy  notes  issued  in 
the  purchase  of  said  bullion.  That  as  fast  as  the 
bullion  shall  be  coined  for  the  redemption  of  said 
notes  the  notes  shall  not  be  reissued,  but  shall  be 
cancelled  and  destroyed  in  amounts  equal  to  the 
coin  held  at  any  time  in  the  Treasury  derived 
from  the  coinage  herein  provided  for,  and  silver 
certificates  shall  be  issued  on  such  coin  in  the 
manner  now  piovided  by  law,  piovided  that  this 
Act  shall  not  be  construed  to  change  existing  law 
relating  to  the  legal  tender  character  or  mode  of 
redemption  of  the  Treasury  notes  issued  under 
said  Act  of  July  14th,  1890.    Thai  a  sufficient  sum 
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of  money   is  liei  el>y  appropriated   to  cany  in  to 

affect  the  provisiona  of  tins  Act. 

Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ultimate 
effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  impart  a 
fictitious  value  to  the  security  held  by  the 
Treasury  against  certain  issues  of  paper 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  SHERMAN 
Bill.     The  latter  measure  became  law  in 
1890.    It  authorized  the  Treasury  to  pur- 
chase   silver   bullion,    to   the  maximum 
amount  of  four  million  ounces  monthly,  the 
purchases  being  made  at  market  rates  with 
notes  redeemable  like  all  other  obligations 
of  the  United  States  Government — that  is 
to  say,  redeemable  in  gold.    The  face  value 
of  the  notes  being  the  gold-price  actually 
paid  for  the  silver  bullion,  the  latter  became 
theoretically   good  security  for  their  re- 
demption.   Under  this  Bill  notes  to  the 
aggregate  amount  of  125  million  dollars 
were  issued,  the  silver  bullion  being  pur- 
chased at  an  average  rate  of  go  cents  per 
ounce,  approximately.    Now  the  nominal 
gold-value  of  silver  for  purposes  of  coinage 
is  129.25  cents  per  ounce.    Hence,  if  125 
mill  ion  dollars  worth  of  silver,  at  90  cents 
per  ounce,  be  coined  into  dollars  at  129.25 
cents  per  ounce,  the  result  will  be  180  mil- 
lion dollars,  a  difference  of  55  millions.  (It 
will  be  understood,  of  course,  that  we  write 
in  round  numbers.)    This  difference  of  55 
millions  the  BLAND  Bill  proposes  to  coin 
"as  fast  as  possible."    But  the  coins  are 
not  necessarily  to  be  put  into  circulation. 
There    is  reserved   to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  the  option  of  using  the  coins 
themselves    in    payment   of    public  ex- 
penditures, or  of  employing  certificates 
(paper-money)  in  lieu  of  them.    Nor  does 
the  Bill  stop  there.    Its  second  clause 
authorizes   the  coinage  of  all  the  silver 
bullion    acquired  under  the  Sherman  Act 
of  1890  and  now  lying  in  the  Treasury, 
the  object  of  coining  it  being  to  use  the 
coins  for  redeeming  the  notes  originally 
issued  to  purchase  the  bullion.    Thus,  to 
put  the  matter  briefly,   the   intention  of 
the  Bill  is    to   declare    by  law    that  a 
quantity  of  silver  purchased  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  at  90  cents 
an  ounce,  and  now  worth  only  65  cents  in 
the  open  market,  shall  be   declared  by 
law  to  be  worth  129.25  cents,  and  that  the 
notes  originally  issued  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  the  silver  at  90  cents  shall  be 
secured  by  silver  having  a  fictitious  value 
of  129.25  cents.     It  is,  as  we  have  already 
said,  a  paltry  manoeuvre  to  rehabilitate 
silver  by  giving  to  a  part  of  the  silver 
bullion  lying  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury  a 
value  which  noothersilverbullion  possesses. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  silver  bullion 
in  question  is  no  longer  worth  the  125  mil- 
lions of  dollars  paid  for  it.    It  is  worth  only 
84  millions  in  the  open  market.    For  the 
purpose  of  redeeming  the  notes  issued 
against  it,  it  is  already  41  millions  short. 
The  BLAND  Bill  would  make  it  96  millions 
short.    We  do  not  suppose  that  many  of 
the  dollars  coined  under  the  Bill  would 


go  into  circulation.  People  would  prefer 
silver  certificates,  and  the  Treasury  would 
probably  avail  itself  of  its  optional  power 
to  issue  them.  But  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  would  be  pledged  to 
the  doctrine  that  every  ounce  of  silver  in 
the  Treasury  vaults  is  worth  129.25  gold 
cents,  and  that  is  what  Mr.  BLAND  and  his 
followers  seek  to  accomplish. 


THE  BRUNSWICK  SUCCESSION. 
 ♦  

AS  a  general  rule,  the  fortunes  of  the 
smaller  States  of  Europe  have  little 
claim  upon  the  attention  of  foreigners  in 
the  Far  East,  but  the  fate  of  the  now  ex- 
tinct Kingdom  of  Hanover  is  not  without 
a  certain  interest  to  Englishmen,  owing  to 
the  ancient  connection  between  that  minor 
monarchy  and  their  own  country.  The 
most  remarkable  continental  re-adjust- 
ments, since  the  downfall  of  the  first 
NAPOLEON,  have  been  those  decreed  by 
Prince  BISMARCK,  in  pursuance  of  the 
aggressive  policy  set  in  operation  some 
thirty  years  ago  ;  but  the  changes  in  the 
territory  once  ruled  by  the  House  of 
BRUNSWICK  began  at  a  considerably  earlier 
period.  A  former  distinguished  resident 
of  Tokyo,  Dr.  WAGENER — now  no  longer 
living — used  to  remark  that  he  had  owed 
allegiance,  successively,  to  the  Sove- 
reigns of  three  distinct  nations,  having 
been  born  during  the  reign  of  WILLIAM 
THE  FOURTH  of  England,  grown  to  man- 
hood under  GEORGE  of  Hanover,  and 
passed  his  mature  years  as  a  subject  of  the 
German  Emperors.  The  transition  of 
sixty  years  ago,  when  QUEEN  VICTORIA 
succeeded  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain, 
and  Hanover  becamean  independent  State, 
was  naturally  a  peaceful  one,  in  which  all 
parties  readily  acquiesced.  Those  of  later 
date  were  enforced  by  arbitrary  and  violent 
methods,  and  for  a  long  time  were  not  re- 
cognized as  final  by  the  BRUNSWICK  family. 
After  the  Prussians  had  overthrown  the 
Hanoverian  forces,  in  the  unequal  struggle 
which  George  the  Fifth  maintained  in 
opposition  to  the  counsels  of  his  best  friends, 
the  vanquished  King  refused  all  terms  of 
accommodation,  and  preferred  to  see  his 
dominions  united  to  those  of  the  superior 
Power,  rather  than  acknowledge  in  any 
manner  the  sway  of  his  conqueror.  To 
the  end  of  his  life  he  remained  a  defiant 
and  irreconcilable  roi  en  exile. 

If  the  attitude  he  persisted  in  hold- 
ing had  affected  only  his  personal  interests 
he  would  probably  have  been  left  to  enjoy 
his  seclusion  without  remonstrance.  But 
his  property  in  the  land  where  he  once 
reigned  was  sequestrated  by  BISMARCK, 
and  funded  in  Prussia  until  such  times 
as  the  deposed  monarch  should  submit 
to  his  destiny  and  renounce  the  title  to 
which  he  constantly  asserted  his  right. 
In  the  disposal  of  this  great  fortune  his 
relatives  were  strongly  interested,  and 
many  of  them  lost  no  opportunity  of  endea- 


vouring to  move  him  from  his  obstinate 
humor.  His  wife,  the  ex-QuEEN,  was, 
however,  as  unyielding  as  himself,  and, 
supported  by  her  influence  he  steadfastly 
adhered  to  his  position.  He  had  money 
enough  for  his  needs,  and  the  rank  and 
dignity  of  a  British  Royal  Duke  to  console 
him, — for,  as  a  descendant  of  the  Kings  of 
England,  he  possessed  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Cumberland.  Upon  his  death,  in  1878, 
it  was  thought  that  the  quarrel  might  come 
to  an  end,  especially  as  the  German  Govern- 
ment made  no  secret  of  its  desire  to  arrange 
the  business  amicably.  The  EMPEROR  was 
prepared  to  restore  the  property  known 
as  the  "Guelph  Fund,"  and  to  concede 
the  succession  to  the  Duchy  of  BRUNS- 
WICK on  the  condition  that  the  Royal  as- 
pirations should  be  abandoned.  But  the 
heir  to  King  GEQRGE'S  pretensions  in- 
herited likewise  his  father's  stubborn  and 
intractable  nature.  He  would,  he  declared, 
be  re-invested  with  sole  authority  over 
Hanover,  or  live  and  die  as  Duke  of  CUM- 
BERLAND only. 

As  years  went  on  the  value  of  the 
"Guelph  Fund"  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  another  affort,  more  strenuous 
than  the  first,  was  made  by  the  family  to 
bring  about  a  pacification.  In  this  move- 
ment the  Queen  of  ENGLAND  took  an 
active  part,  representing  to  her  con- 
tumacious cousin  that  his  course  would 
inevitably  result  in  depriving  his  chil- 
dren, with  whom  he  is  numerously  pro- 
vided, of  something  like  twenty  millions 
of  dollars.  The  fund,  when  seized  by 
Germany,  was  reckoned  at  more  than  ten 
millions  ;  and  though  it  was  believed  that 
a  part  of  it  had  been  used  by  BlSMARCK 
for  "secret  service/'  the  total  value  in 
1890  was  estimated  at  nearly  double  the" 
original  amount,  in  consequence  of  the 
skillful  manner  in  which  the  property  had 
been  invested.  Overcome,  finally,  by  the 
solicitations  of  his  Royal  and  other  moni- 
tors, and  thinking,  perhaps — as  Henry  of 
FRANCE  thought  Paris  worth  a  mass — that 
a  huge  fortune  was  worth  a  sacrifice  of 
prejudice,  the  Duke  consented  to  break 
the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  his  vow.  To  his 
purpose  of  remaining  Duke  of  CUMBER- 
LAND in  case  the  title  he  longed  for  were 
withheld  from  him,  he  clung  as  strictly 
as  ever,  but  after  prolonged  consultations 
and  discussions  he  gave  the  required 
pledge,  for  himself  and  his  successors,  to 
abstain  from  all  attempts  to  regain  the 
sovereignty  of  Hanover.  The  main  ques- 
tion in  dispute  was  thus  settled,  and  by 
the  last  mail  from  Europe  intelligence 
came  that  he  had  set  aside  his  own  claim 
to  the  Brunswick  succession  in  favour  of 
his  eldest  son,  GEORGE  LUDVVIG,  who,  it 
is  announced,  will  commence  his  career 
as  a  German  subject  by  serving  a  term 
in  the  Prussian  army,  and,  on  coming 
of  age,  will  take  position  among  the 
petty  princes  of  Europe  as  a  ducal 
ruler.    The  Emperor  William  is  relieved 
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of  a  burden  of  care  and  discomfort,  and] 
the  Duke  of  CUMBERLAND  relinquishes 
a  visionary  hope  for  the  unattainable, 
receiving  in  exchange  the  certainty  of 
colossal  wealth  for  himself,  and,  for  his 
son,  a  throne  shorn  of  a  good  deal  of  its 
glory,  but  still  a  throne.  Kings— above 
all,  kings  in  exile— are  not  apt  to  look  with 
philosophic  eyes  upon  the  practical  affairs 
of  the  world,  and  it  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable that  the  personage  who  in  every 
substantial  sense  has  come  out  far  ahead 
(b  this  transaction  is  now  the  most  discon- 
tented of  the  entire  lot. 


HAWAII  AND  JAPAN. 
 ♦■  - 

ON  the  12th  instant  the  Official  Gazette, 
contained  the  following  : — 
Imperial  Ordinance. 
We  hereby  aulhoiize  and  direct  to  be  promul- 
gated this  Ordinance  with  regard  to  the  piivilege 
of    Consular  Jurisdiction    provided    for   in  Oui 
Treaty  witli  the  Government  of  Hawaii. 

(Imperial  Sign  Manual.) 
(Great  Seal.) 
(Signed)    The  Minister  Piesident  of  Stale. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Justice. 

IMPERIAL  ORDINANCE   NO.  41. 

The  provisions  contained  in  the  Treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  Hawaiian  Government  on  the  41I1 
day  of  the  71!)  month  of  the  4th  year  of  Meiji,  .  e- 
lating  to  Consular  Jurisdiction,  shall  cease  to  he 
operative  from  this  time.  Therefore,  it  shall  lie 
competent  from  this  lime  for  people  of  Hawaii, 
within  the  limits  of  Laws  and  Ordinances  now  in 
force,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  put  in  foice,  to 
liavel  and  1  eside  in  any  part  of  Our  Empire,  lo 
rent  dwelling-houses  or  ware-houses  in  the  places 
where  they  reside,  and  to  engage  in  all  lawful 
occupations. 

Hawaii  having  surrendered  the  extra- 
territorial   jurisdiction    acquired    by  her 
under  her  Treaty  of  1871,  the  Japanese 
Government,  by  this  Ordinance,  declares 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  relating 
to  Jurisdiction    henceforth  cease   to  be 
operative,  and  that  Hawaiian  citizens  shall 
consequently  receive  in  Japan  the  same 
treatment  as  Japanese  subjects,  the  pri- 
vilege of  owning  real  estate  being,  how- 
ever, withheld.    The  procedure  pursued 
in  this  case  is  identical  with  that  pur- 
sued in  the  case  of  Portugal,  though  the 
origin  of  the  step  differs  in  each  instance. 
Portugal  having  failed  to  make  due  pro- 
vision for  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction 
she  had  acquired  in  Japan,  forfeited  the 
right  to  exercise  it,  and  Japan  thereupon, 
having  formally  denounced  the  jurisdic- 
tional provisions  of  the  Portuguese  Treaty, 
resumed  the  jurisdiction  herself.  Similarly 
Hawaii,    having  voluntarily  surrendered 
her  acquired  jurisdiction,  Japan  abrogates 
the  treaty  provisions  by  which  it  was  ac- 
quired, and  resumes  its  exercise  herself. 
Hawaiian  citizens  at    present  in  Japan 
do  not,  we  believe,  number  more  than 
twenty-five,  'so     that    the    facilities  of 
trade,  travel,  and  residence  now  granted 
to  them  will  not  count  for  much.     But  the 
theoretical    significance    of   the  incident 
is  not  affected  by  the  magnitude  of  its 
direct  practical  results.    What  has  to  be 


noted  is  that  this  Imperial  Ordinance  con- 
firms the    principle   already  established 
by  Japan's  Treaty  with  Mexico,  namely, 
that  the  only  obstacle  to  the  complete 
opening  of  the  country  is  Consular  Juris- 
diction.    It  is  now  perfectly  clear  that 
any  Foreign  Power  is  competent  to  obtain 
for  its  subjects  or  citizens  the  privileges  of 
unrestricted  travel,  unrestricted  trade,  and 
unrestricted  residence  in  every  part  of 
Japan,  provided  that  they  are  submitted 
to  Japanese  jurisdiction.    The  point  must 
henceforth  be  finally  excluded  from  the  range 
of  debate.  Many  years  ago,  indeed,  it  ceased 
to  be  debatable  in  view  of  the  declared 
policy  of  the  Japanese  Government.  But 
despite  the  public's  full  cognisance  of  that 
policy,  and  despite  the  practical  proof  of 
its  sincerity  furnished  by  the  Mexican 
Treaty,  some  writers  had  still  the  temerity 
to  deny  that  the  continuance  of  Japan's 
semi-isolation  was  not  of  her  own  choos- 
ing.   We  may  reasonably  hope  that  the 
fate  of  that  fallacy  is  now  finally  sealed 
Another  important  effect  of  the  step  is 
that  it  should  be  the  nunc  dimittis  of  the 
anti-Mixed-Residence  agitators.  Even  the 
Oriental  Radicals  must  bow  to  the  logic 
of  accomplished  facts  carrying  the  high 
sanction  of  their  Sovereign.    Mixed  Re 
sidence  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  It 
became  an  irrevocably  accomplished  fact 
immediately   on    the  ratification    of  the 
Mexican  Treaty,  and  the  continuance  of 
the  policy  then  inaugurated  is  established 
by  this  Hawaiian  Ordinance.  Foreigners 
and  Japanese  who,  desiring  for  selfish  or 
uncivilized  reasons  to  condemn  Japan  to 
the  continued  disgrace  of  semi-isolation 
represent  her,  on  the  one  hand,  as  unwill 
ing,  and,  on  the  other,  as  unfit  to  associate 
with  strangers  on  equal  terms,  will  now 
find  a  difficulty  about  taking    up  their 
parable  again,  and  the  cause  of  enlighten- 
ment will  benefit  considerably  by  titer 
discomfiture. 


HONGKONG. 


An  idea  of  the  growth  of  Hongkong  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  a  school  is  about  to 
be  started  on  the  Kowloon  side  for  the  children 
of  Europeans  residing  there.  We  can  well  recall 
the  time  when  there  was  not  so  much  as  one 
inhabited  European  house  on  the  Kowloon 
Peninsula,  and  when  the  insanitary  reputation 
of  the  place  resulting  from  the  terrible  experi- 
ence of  the  nth  Regiment  when  quartered  there 
was  such  as  to  render  it  extremely  improbable 
that  the  place  would  ever  be  largely  utilized  for 
foreign  residence.  But  British  colonists  man- 
agesomehow  or  other  to  overcome  all  difficulties. 

The  Hongkong  Daily  Press,  referring  lo  our 
recent  article  on  the  subject  of  divorce  in 
Japan,  makes  copious  quotations  from  Professor 
Chamberlain's  "Things  Japanese."  Our  co- 
lonial contemporary  does  not  appear  to  re- 
cognize that  "Things  Japanese"  is  not  a  very 
serious  book  and  must  not  be  taken  an  pied  de 
la  letlre.  Professor  Chamberlain  has  in  some 
cases  sacrificed  strict  accuracy  to  graces  of  dic- 
tion, and  when  he  speaks  of  "  the  boy  and  the 
cook  bringing  home  a  new  wife  almost  as  often 
as  they  bring  home  a  new  saucepan  "  he  is 
clever  rather  than  accurate.  However,  there  is 
no  doubt  about  the  truth  of  what  Professor 
Chamberlain  and  the  Hongkong  Daily  Press 


assert,  namely,  that  marriage  among  the  lower 
classes  in  Japan  is  often  nothing  more  than 
a  species  of  tentative  concubinage.  If  the 
object  of  marriage  be  not  merely  to  increase  the 
population,  but  also  to  establish  between  two 
people  a  relation  of  mutual  helpfulness  and 
happiness,  then  perhaps  the  Japanese  system 
has  its  advantages.  But  that  is  a  theoretical 
question  and  we  in  our  recent  article  dealt 
simply  with  facts. 

There  are  7,900  houses  in  the  city  of  Victoria 
and  of  these  705  have  been  treated  under  the 
provisions  of   the   Public  Health  Ordinance 
which    came    into  operation  in   1890.  The 
treatment  in  question  consists  of  re-draining  in 
a  very  thorough  manner,  and  is  naturally  object- 
ed to  by  the  inmates,  especially  when  they  are 
Chinese.     In   fact  the  annual  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Superintendent  just  published  indicates 
that  there  remains  a  great  deal  to  be  done  before 
the  Chinese  quarters  of  the  city  of  Victoria  can 
be  said  to  be  in  a  sanitary  condition.    But  what 
a  difference  there  is  between  these  same  quarters 
and  those  inhabited  by  Chinese  in  any  other 
city  of  the  broad  empire.    It  is  a  difference  best 
described  by  the  Japanese  proverbial  epithet 
for  opposites,  "dirt  and  the  empyrean." 

The  death  rale  in  Hongkong  rose  from  20.7 
in  1892  to  22.7  in  1893,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  registered  in  the  latter  year  was  con- 
siderably greater  than  the  number  in  the  former, 
the  principal  increase  being  in  Infantile  Con- 
vulsive Diseases  (270),  Bowel  Complaints 
(124)  and  Other  Causes  (169).  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  deaths 
caused  by  fever  in  1892  and  1893,  and  this  is 
particularly  interesting  fact  because  of  its 
connection  with  a  theory  hitherto  generally 
believed,  namely,  that  disturbance  of  soil  is  one 
of  the  principal  factors  in  causing  malarial 
fevers.  During  1893  disturbance  of  soil  took 
place  on  an  exceptionally  large  scale,  especial- 
ly in  Kowloon,  yet  the  deaths  recorded  from 
fevers  were  less  than  usual.  From  this  it  is 
reasonably  inferred  that,  unless  some  peculiarly 
powerful  cause  of  malarial  fevers  was  inoperative 
during  1892  and  1893,  disturbance  of  soil  must 
no  longer  be  counted  so  potential  as  heretofore. 

The  Luzon  Sugar  Refining  Company  has 
held  its  twelfth  Ordinary  Annual  Meeting  in 
Hongkong.  The  record  for  the  year  1893  is 
not  good.  During  the  opening  month  the 
favourable  predictions  uttered  in  the  preceding 
year  were  justified,  but  subsequently  the  de- 
mand for  Spain  where  the  Company  finds  its 
principle  market  ceased  almost  entirely  and  the 
net  profits  for  the  year  aggregated  only  $40,253, 
whereas  the  Company  was  indebted  to  the 
General  Agents,  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  and 
Company,  to  the  extent  of  $50,000  on  advance 
account  and  $136,786  on  current  account.  Of 
course  there  was  no  dividend  and  the  tone  of 
the  Chairman  as  to  the  prospects  for  the  present 
year  was  markedly  guarded. 

It  seems  thai  the  prospects  of  pearl  fishing  on 
the  Borneo  Coast  are  looking  up.  Experts 
prospecting  in  the  interests  of  Messrs.  McAlister 
and  Company  have  struck  a  patch  of  promising- 
shell  in  Maruda  Bay.  Specimens  have  been 
brought  to  Singapore  and  favourably  pronounced 
upon. 

The  Singapore  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
decided  by  a  majority  of  17  to  8  to  cooperate 
with  the  Hongkong  Chamber  in  bringing  before 
the  Colonial  Office  the  necessity  of  authorizing 
the  coinage  of  a  British  dollar  of  the  same 
weight  and  purity  as  the  Mexican  dollar,  such 
coin  to  be  legal  tended  in  the  Straits  and  Hong- 
kong concurrently  with  the  present  legal  tender. 
We  cannot  wonder  at  this  step.  If  there  is  any- 
thing to  wonder  at  it  is  that  the  two  colonies 
have  hitherto  been  content  to  use  as  a  medium 
of  exchange  a  coin  not  only  technically  con- 
temptible as  the  Mexican  dollar  is,  but  also 
subject  to  fluctuations  of  supply  such  as  augment 
the  uncertainty  of  value  already  due  to  the  vari- 
ableness of  the  metal  composing  it.  However, 
the  operation  of  coining  dollars  is  not  profitable 
in  any  mint,  and  it  remains  lo  be  seen  how  that 
difficulty  will  be  overcome. 

It  appears  that  the  China  Merchants' Steam 
I  Navigation  Company  has  presented,  oris  about 
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to  present,  a  sum  of  Tls  50,000  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  subscription  to  the  procession  in 
honour  of  the  Empress  Dowager's  sixtieth  birth- 
day which  is  to  be  celebrated  in  Peking  next 
November.  The  Kaiping  Mine  Company  is 
expected  to  give  Tls.  30,000  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. There  are  ways  and  ways  of  putting 
capital  into  circulation. 


CHINA. 

The  visit  of  Messrs.  Lund  and  Lindslrom  to 
Peking  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  fuller  re- 
dress than  had  already  been  given  in  the  Sung- 
pu  affair,  has  not  produced  any  noteworthy  re- 
sult. The  main  object  of  the  two  delegates 
was  to  procure  protection  and  reparation  for  the 
native  Christians  and  their  friends  in  Sung-pu, 
who  are  alleged  to  have  suffered  cruelly  in  con- 
sequence of  their  sympathetic  attitude.  But 
the  Ministers  of  the  Tsung-li  Famtn,  when  ap- 
proached on  the  subject,  simply  said  that  they 
had  no  information  of  the  injustice  and  out- 
rages said  to  have  been  perpetrated,  and  that 
the  all-powerful  Viceroy  Chang  Chih-tung  had 
memorialized  the  Throne  to  the  effect  that  the 
Sung-pu  affair  was  settled.  Messrs.  Lund  and 
Lindstiom  had,  therefore,  to  be  content  with  an 
assurance  from  the  Foreign  Representatives 
that  in  all  probability,  the  strong  representa- 
tions addressed  to  the  Tsung-li  Yamln,  and 
doubtless  transmitted  to  the  great  Viceroy  of 
Hukuang,  would  guarantee  the  friendly  Chinese 
against  further  molestation.  Thus  China  emerges 
from  every  collision  unhurt  because  of  her 
bulk.  The  distance  from  her  extremities  to 
her  centre  of  sensation  is  so  great  that  she  can- 
not be  made  to  suffer  vitally. 

Our  readers  doubtless  remember  the  instruc- 
tions issued  to  his  nationals  by  the  much  abused 
Mr.  Consul-General  Bock,  after  the  Sung-pu 
massacre.  A  violent  outcry  was  raised  against 
the  instructions,  which  were  said  to  mean  simply 
that  Swedish  missionaries  in  China  must  endure 
anything  rather  than  have  recourse  to  the  inter- 
ference of  their  officials.  These  instructions 
have  now  been  declared  to  be  merely  advisory, 
and  have  been  supplemented  by  a  circular 
directing  that  missionaries  must  obtain  special 
passports  from  the  Consul-General,  who  is  to 
use  his  discretion  about  granting  them,  and  to 
avoid  issuing  a  passport  to  any  region  where  he 
believes  the  anti-missionary  feeling  to  be  so 
strong  that  the  Chinese  Authorities  can  not 
afford  efficient  protection.  At  the  same  time 
the  Consul-General,  in  issuing  passports,  is  to 
follow,  as  far  as  possible,  the  principles  ap 
plied  to  missionaries  of  the  China  Kland  Mis- 
sion, and  a  missionary  who,  being  refused  a 
passport,  feels  dissatisfied,  may  apply  direct 
to  Stockholm.  This  seems  a  wise  measure. 
Perhaps  it  inaugurates  a  system  for  the  better 
direction  of  missionary  labour. 
1  Baton  von  der  Goltz,  Interpreter  to  the  Ger- 
man Legation  at  Peking,  proceeds  home  on 
leave,  and  his  place  will  be  taken  by  Dr.  Franke, 
at  present  Interpreter  to  the  German  Consulate- 
General  at  Shanghai.  Dr.  Franke's  place  wiil 
be  filled  by  Dr.  Forke,  now  Interpreter  to  the 
German  Consulate,  Amoy, 

According  to  despatches  from  Taipeh,  the 
capital  of  Formosa,  the  authorities  have  decided 
to  construct  a  ship-building  yard  connected 
with  the  arsenal  outside  the  city.  The  first  at- 
tempt will  be  with  two  small-sized  steamboats, 
intended  to  be  used  as  likin  cruisers  between 
Formosa  and  the  Pescadores. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  Colonel  Denby,  United 
States  Minister  to  Peking,  and  for  a  consider- 
able time  Doyen  of  the  Corps  Diplomatique  in 
that  capital,  left  Shanghai  by  the  Caledonien, 
on  leave  of  absence,  and  travelling  with  him 
was  M.  Lemaire,  who  was  retiring  from  the  post 
of  French  Minister  "  and  bidding  a  final  fare- 
well to  China,  after  forty  years  of  service.  M. 
Lemaire,"  says  the  North  China  Daily  News. 
"  came  out  to  China  at  the  age  of  14,  obtained 
the  post  of  Interpreter  in  the  French  Consular 
service,  being  attached  to  General  Montauban 
during  the  war  waged  with  China  by  France 
and  England  and  rose  gradually  to  the  highest 


position,  that  of  Minister.  lie  goes  to  France 
now  on  a  special  mission.  Mrs.  Denby  and 
Mine.  Lemaire  accompany  their  husbands." 

The  Shanghai  Amateur  Dramatic  Corps  gave 
a  very  successful  repetition  of  the  farce  Mother- 
in-Law,  at  the  Lyceum  Theatre  on  the  30th  of 
March. 

The  U.S.S.  Monocacy  arrived  at  Nanking  on 
the  25th  of  March,  and  signalized  her  presence 
by  inviting  the  whole  missionary  community  of 
the  place  to  tiffin  on  the  27th. 

Another  outrage  has  been  committed  against 
Missionaries.  The  victims  were  two  Norwe- 
gians, Messrs.  Kristensen  and  Helgeson,  and  the 
place  was  Iling,  a  town  27  miles  from  Chiu- 
kiang.  The  Missionaries  went  there  last  fall, 
and  found  from  the  outset  that  local  feeling  was 
against  them.  Shortly  after  their  arrival  they 
felt  compelled  to  ask  the  Yangchow  officials  for 
a  proclamation.  It  was  issued,  and  further,  the 
owner  of  the  house  rented  by  them  was  sum- 
moned to  Yangchow,  and  obliged  to  sign  a  docu- 
ment binding  him  to  pay  one-half  of  any 
loss  of  mission  property  caused  at  any  time 
by  a  riotous  mob.  Matters  did  not  mend  at 
Iling,  however,  and  early  in  March  Mr.  Helge- 
son had  to  proceed  to  Yangchow  and  apply 
for  protection.  The  responsible  official  pro- 
mised everything,  but  seems  to  have  taken 
no  efficient  step.  He  did,  however,  try  to 
persuade  the  Missionaries  to  leave  Iling.  On 
the  27th  of  March  a  large  mob  attacked  the 
mission,  laid  waste  the  premises  and  destroyed 
the  property.  The  Missionaries  had  to  fly  for 
their  lives.  This  is  a  repetition  of  the  familiar 
old  story.  Was  it  absolutely  essential  that 
Christian  propagandism  should  be  carried  on 
in  Iling,  whatever  the  risk? 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Birthday  celebrations 
in  Peking  will  cost  over  30  million  Taels,  of 
which  18  millions  have  thus  far  been  collected. 

A  boat  returning  to  Shanghai  from  a  pleasure 
trip,  organized  by  Germans,  came  into  collision, 
on  the  1st  of  April,  with  a  small  Chinese  gun- 
boat, in  the  Soochow  Creek.  Some  soldiers 
from  the  gunboat  jumped  on  board  the  boat 
and  maltreated  the  laodah.  One  of  the  Ger- 
mans went  on  shore  to  remonstrate,  but  was 
assailed  with  mud  and  stones  by  a  mob,  while 
four  of  the  soldiers  covered  him  with  their  rifles. 
A  squeeze  of  a  string  of  cash  enabled  the  fo- 
reigners to  proceed  on  their  way. 

The  Stockholm  Government  has  approved  of 
Mr.  Consul-General  Bock's  settlement  of  the 
Sung-pu  affair  and  has  thanked  him  officially. 
That  is  a  hard  nut  for  the  local  newspapers  that 
have  been  abusing  him  so  roundly. 

Early  in  April  there  arrived  at  Chungking  a 
globe-trotter,  Dr.  G.  S.  Morrison,  an  Australian 
M.D.,  who  walked  alone,  carrying  his  "  swag  " 
from  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  to  Melbourne, 
2,400  miles,  in  123  days.  He  is  a  man  of 
extraordinary  experiences.  A  correspondent 
of  the  North    China  Daily  News  says : — 

He  is  now  walking  to  Rangoon,  whence  lie 
steams  back  to  his  native  place,  Geelong.  He 
seems  about  30  years  of  age,  and  studied  medicine 
in  Paris  and  Edinburgh,  and  in  the  latter  place  a 
marvellous  operation  wasvperformed  on  him — the 
extraction  of  two  spear-heads  that  had  been  in  his 
body  160  days.  One  entered  the  right  eye  and 
was  extracted  from  the  back  of  his  throat  ;  one 
the  abdomen,  and  was  cut  out  of  his  thigh  ;  until 
which  lie  had  been  unable  to  walk.  He  had  been 
left  for  dead  on  the  field.  He  has  been  some  years 
in  charge  of  the  Ballarat  Hospital,  and  is  now 
enjoying  a  well-earned  furlough.  He  walks,  and 
rides  hired  ponies,  having  with  him  one  Chinese 
cook  and  a  man  to  carry  his  change  of  clothes. 
He  has  very  little  money  and  is  dressed  in  native 
coolie  clothes  with  queue.  He  knows  scarcely  a 
dozen  words  of  Chinese,  but  is  a  man  of  quite 
exceptional  determination,  and  very  humorous 
withal." 

A  destructive  fire  broke  out,  on  the  evening 
of  the  3rd  inst.,  between  the  wall  of  the  Chinese 
city  of  Shanghai  and  the  river,  in  Tungkadoo. 
Owing  to  a  strong  gale  the  flames  defied  control 
for  some  time,  and  1,000  houses  were  destroyed 
over  an  area  of  half  a  mile  long,  and  several 
hundred  yards  wide.  At  one  time  the  flames 
seemed  likely  to  spread  to  the  French  Conces- 
sion. The  French  Fire  Brigade  turned  out 
early,  but  did  not  at  once  commence  opera- 


tion*, the  scene  of  the  conflagration  being  out- 
side their  limits.  Ultimately,  at  the  request  of 
the  1'aolai,  they  went  to  woik,  and  five  stream! 
of  water  were  soon  playing  on  the  burning 
buildings,  ho  that  the  progress  of  the  fire  was 
stopped.  It  seems  a  pity  that  any  delay  should 
occur  111  rendering  such  assistance. 

The  report  of  the  Yangtsze  Insurance  Associa- 
tion for  1893  shows  that,  after  putting  $30,000 
to  the  Reserve  (thus  raising  it  108310,000), 
$16,000  to  Exchange  Investment  Fluctuation 
Account,  and  carrying  forward  $157,753,  against 
claims  amounting  to  about  $75,000,  a  dividend 
of  10  percent,  can  be  paid  to  the  shareholders. 
On  (lie  other  hand,  the  Straits  Fire  Insurance 
Company  made  a  loss  of  $104,000  on  the  year's 
working. 

The  annual  tribute  from  Korea  to  China  has 
been  carried  to  Peking,  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
Middle  Kingdom  has  presented  to  the  ambas- 
sador a  richly  caparisoned  pony,  some  gold  and 
silver  filagree  cups,  and  a  quantity  of  silk  and 
satin  brocades.  That  is  what  China  calls  an 
"interchange  of  neighbourly  courtesies." 

A  River  Conservancy  Bureau  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Lukouchi'iao,  near  Peking,  with  special 
reference  to  the  Yungting  River  and  the  Grand 
Canal.  The  Bureau's  annual  revenue  is  to  be 
Tls.  60,000. 

A  cashiered  Major  in  the  Chinese  Army  has 
been  sentenced  to  be  strangled  for  throwing 
himself  before  the  Imperial  cortige  as  the  Court 
was  returning  from  sacrificial  worship. 

A  fire  occurred  at  the  Chinese  New  Cotton 
Spinning  Mills,  next  door  to  the  Shanghai 
Waterworks,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant. 
A  quantity  of  skutched  cotton  was  destroyed,  but 
the  buildings  and  machinery  were  saved. 

Among  the  numerous  lawsuits  between  Ro- 
man Catholic  missions  and  the  native  Au- 
thorities in  progress  all  over  the  empire  of 
China,  one  lately  instituted  in  Chouhsien,  a 
district  some  20  miles  south-east  of  Chining- 
chou,  hascauseda  kind  of  pitched  battle  between 
several  thousands  of  the  Christians  and  their 
non-Christian  neighbours.  Two  Christians 
were  killed,  two  died  subsequently  of  their  in- 
juries, and  several  were  seriously  wounded. 
All  the  gentry  in  the  district  are  said  to  be 
uniting  their  vast  influence  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  suitors,  and  the  Chouhsien  magistrate 
is  reported  to  be  on  the  verge  of  suicide. 

The  last  report  of  the  Shantung  Missionary 
Conference  shows  that  there  are  10  Protestant 
Missionary  bodies,  aggregating  169  foreign  mis- 
sionaries, men  and  women,  in  the  province  of 
Shantung,  and  that  they  have  8,350  native 
Church  members.  There  are  also  10  missionary 
hospitals,  at  which  88,537  Chinese  patients 
were  treated  during  the  year. 

The  China  Merchants  Steam  Navigation 
Company  has  published  its  report  for  the  year 
ended  5th  February,  1894.  The  dividend  is  10 
per  cent.  The  following  interesting  paragraphs 
occur  in  tho  North  China  Daily  News'  trans- 
lation of  the  Company's  Report : — 

The  nineteenth  annual  report  of  this  company, 
for  the  181I)  year  of  the  reign  of  H.I.M.  Kuang 
Hsu  (1892-3)  having  already  been  issued  and 
published  for  the  information  of  the  public,  the 
Director-General  and  his  colleagues  have  now  the 
honour  to  present  to  the  shareholders  and  the 
geneial  public  the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the 
geneial  working  of  the  company  for  the  year  that 
has  just  passed — 1893-4,  The  shareholders  of  the 
company  will  see  from  the  Profit  and  Loss  Account 
now  published,  that  the  gross  gains  of  the  steamers 
of  the  company,  after  deducting  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  working  them,  come  up  to  over  Tls. 
803,000,  and  that  the  freight  on  the  transport  of 
liibute  rice  carried  by  the  company's  steamers, 
together  with  godown  charges  and  incomes  derived 
from  landed  properties,  amounts  to  a  further  sum 
of  Tls.  215,000,  odd.  From  these  two  totals  are  to 
be  deducted  Tls.  429,000,  odd,  disbursed  for 
ground  rent,  general  repairs,  salaries  of  em- 
ployes and  dividends  to  shareholders.  Added 
to  this  there  has  also  to  be  deducted  the  sum 
of  Tls.  313,000,  odd,  written  down  to  Deprecia- 
tion Account  in  respect  of  the  company's  ships 
and  godowns,  thus  giving  a  net  profit  of  Tls. 
275,000  odd  for  the  year  under  teview.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  very  high  rates  charged  on  sterling 
exchange,  the  company  has  suffered  up  to  the 
present  time  a  loss  of  over  Tls.  200,000  in  repaying 
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their  loan  to  i»ie  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank- 
ine  Corporation.  To  make  good  tins  loss  on  ex- 
change ihe  Direclor-General  and  his  colleagues 
have  been  compelled  to  write  off  TIs.  110,000  de- 
posited in  the  said  Bank,  being  accumulation  ol 
inierestduiing  ihepasl years  on  premiumsdenvable 
from  insurance  risks  made  by  the  company  on  then 
ownsteame.s,  and  TIs.  90,000  taken  from  the  Re- 
set ve  Fund,  which  therefore  leaves  a  total  ot  lis. 
876  000.  odd,  to  the  last  named  account  or  geneial 
Res'e.ve  Fund.  The  company  now  owes  at  the  pt  e- 
sent  moment  the  sum  of  TIs.  237,000,  odd,  to  the 
Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Bank,  being  balance  still 
due  to  the  Bank'  on  fo.eign  loans;  owing  to  the 
continually  falling  rates  of  sterling  exchange  it  is 
to  be  feaied  that  the  loss  arising  from  this  will  be 
still  greater  when  the  time  an  ives  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  company's  indebtedness  in  the  above 
respect.  Furlheimore,  the  total  amount  of  the 
account  current  of  the  Company  during  the  year 
under  review  comes  up  to  TIs.  345,000. 

Since  the  last  annual  lepoit,  the  company  has 
increased  its  fleet  by  the  addition  of  a  new  steamer, 
the  Kweliee,  while  the  old  steamers  Yehsin  and 
Kianepine  have  been  turned  into  hulks  or  receiv- 
ing ships!  This  makes  the  number  of  steamers 
belonging  to  thecompany,  in  active  service,  twenty- 
six  in  all.  After  deducting  the  usual  amount  for 
depreciation,  the  estimated  value  of  the  twenty-six 
sleameis,  the  wharves,  godowns,  and  landed  pro- 
perly of  the  company  is  Tis.  3,805,000. 

The  average  annual  net  gain  of  the  company  s 
river  and  ocean  going  steamers  during  the  twenty 
yeais  of  its  existence  is  TIs.  2,000,000  :  this  brings 
the  total  net  earnings  up  to  TIs.  40,000,000  which 
vast  sum  has  been  kept  in  the  country  and  pre- 
vented from  going  into  foreign  hands  by  the  for- 
mation of  the  China  Me.  chants' Steam  Navigation 
Company,  without  counting  indeed  the  enormous 
benefits  realised  by  Chinese  shippeis  a.ising  from 
competition  on  freights,  etc.  The  great  importance 
of  propei  ly  developing  the  commercial  resources  of 
China  and  the  vast  advantages  to  the  country  at 
large  accming  therefrom,  should,  therefore,  go 
without  saying. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 

PASSPORTS  AND  HOW  THEY  TREAT  US. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir,— I  doubt  whether  any  foreigner  who  has 
not  travelled  a  good  deal  in  Japan,  and  who  has 
endeavoured  to  walk  by  the  strict  meaning  of  the 
passpoits,  knows  how  little  these  abominable 
documents  make  this  fair  and  beautiful  land  ap- 
pear in  the  eyes  of  all  civilized  people.  I  am  neither 
a  prophet  not  the  son  of  a  prophet,  but  I  predict 
that  no  civilized  nation  will  treat  with  Japan  till 
she  cremates  her  passports.  They  are  the  incu- 
bus of  this  counn  y,— its  besetting  sin,  absolutely 
useless  except  as  they  serve  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  national  haired  between  the  Japanese  and 
people  of  other  nations.  Il  is  a  gi  eat  shame  to 
this  country  that  it  should  still  hold  on  to  this 
relic  of  a  past  age  of  envy  and  hatred  and  relali 
ation  between  fellowmen  and  nations. 

I  do  not  entertain  the  least  spirit  of  national  ill 
will  to  Japan  because  I  have  had  trouble  with 
her  passpoiis.  Though  born  an  American,  and 
hence,  by  birth,  more  closely  related  10  that  conn 
try,  yet  every  man  is  my  fellow  citizen  ;  and  is 
such  on  his  own  merits,  and  not  because  of  his 
birth  or  station. 

But  here  I  am,  in  Tsuruga,  in  durance  vile,— 
was  perfectly  unconscious  of  tiavelling  with  an 
imperfect  passport  till  a  few  minutes  before  the 
train  was  to  start,  when  a  policeman  stepped  up, 
asked  (or  my  passport,  and  then  told  me  that  it 
had  expired,  and  would  not  do,  and  lhat  the  R.K. 
would  sell  me  no  ticket.  Imagine  the  feelings 
which  passed  over  me  at  this  intelligence,  being 
as  I  am  on  my  way  to  Yokohama  to  meet  the 
boat  leaving  for  America  on  the  13th  which  is  to 
take  me  over  to  my  family  from  which  I  have 
been  separated  for  a  year;  and  beside,  worn  out, 
and  hastening  away,  loo,  at  the  diiection  of  a 
physician. 

And  what  on  eatlh  is  the  matter  with  the  pass- 
port? It  is  a  pass  seemed  for  me  by  one  of  the 
Government  schools  in  Kanazawa  pet  milling  me 
to  return  to  Tokyo.  It  expired  on  the  same  day 
on  which  my  engagement  with  the  school  expired, 
March  31st.  I  left  Kanazawa  on  March  30th, 
wailed  two  days  for  a  boat,  and  landed  in  Tsuru- 
ga to-day  the  3rd. 

Several  hotns  after  ihe  train  had  gone,  a  police- 
man called  and  informed  me  that  he  could  fix  up 


ihe  matter  so  that  I  may  go  on  ;  that  the  favour- 
ble  point  on  my  side  was  that  I  slat  led  from  Kana- 
zawa one  day  before  my  pass  had  expired  ;  on 
that  ground  I  could  go  on.  Too  shallow  ground 
to  walk  on;  for  only  by  my  wotk  in  the  school 
closing  one  day  earlier  was  it  possible  to  leave 
when  I  did. 

But  I  had  already  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Tomita, 
President  of  the  School,  that  I  could  go  no  further 
on  his  passport,  and  I  could  not  now  be  so  dis- 
respectful as  to  go  off  without  his  answer;  and  in 
fact,  in  this  matter,  he  is  the  only  and  proper  man 
for  me  to  appeal  to.    The  police  here  have  made 
no  inquiry  at  Kanazawa  Keisatsusho.    They  may, 
no  doubt,  be  strictly  following  their  orders.  But 
surely  the  error  should  be  corrected  where  it  was 
made.    I  informed  the  policeman  who  interfered 
with  me  at  the  station  already  of  the  day  on  which 
I  left  Kanazawa, — the  day  before  ihe  expiration 
of  my  passpott.    And  so  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
if  I  had  not  departed  till  the  day  of  expiration,  it 
would  have  been  the  same  passpoit.    But  I  have 
been  delayed  now  a  day  here,  and  will  be  longer, 
simply  because  the  policeman  at  the  station  was 
either  unacquainted  with  such  cases,  or  wilfully 
refused  to  tell  me  lhat  as  I  had  started  from  Kana- 
zawa before  the  expiration  of  my  passpoit  I  could 
go  on.    I  am  inclined  to  think  the  former  is  the 
true  reason.    However,  this  is  not  the  first  case 
of  this  kind  of  trouble  which  has  occuried  heie 
as   I   am   informed.      And   experience  does  not 
seem  to  have  made  any  of  us  the  wiser  ;  fo 
myself  ought  to  have  seen  to  it  that  the  date  of 
ihe  passpoi  t  was  all  right.    But,  I  forget  just  here 
that  it  -was  all  right  according  to  ihe  final  opinion 
of  the  policeman  ;  for  I  started  a  day  before  it 
expired. 

I  have  simply  called  attention  to  the  intermin 
able  annoyance  which  will  for  ever  arise  over  the 
passport,  I  hope  I  shall  come  out  in  this  case  in 
time  to  go  on  to  my  family.  But  the  law,  I  sup 
pose,  knows  no  disci  etion.  We  all  must  come  in 
with  the  cranes  which  the  farmer  caught  stealing 
his  corn.  Hie  innocent  but  unfortunate  stork 
caught  among  them  was  made  to  suffer  with  the 
company  he  was  found  in.  And  I  suppose  the 
man  who  falls  into  this  net  here  must  expect  no 
difference  to  be  shown  him.  But  it  does  seem 
passingly  strange  that  a  nation  like  the  Japanese 
should  bend  down  so  low  in  this  regard.  But 
nations  grow  the  slowest  in  those  virtues  whicl 
make  noblemen. 

Respectfully,  E.  SNODGRASS 

Tsuruga,  April  3rd,  1894. 


compare  very  favourably  with  any  boys  of  their 
age  taught  outside  of  the  home-lands. 

Many  may  doubt  whether  lady  teachers  are  suit- 
able for  big  boys.  Well,  I  am  sure  that  the  boys 
in  this  school  will  compare,  in  their  behaviour 
and  true  manliness,  very  favourably  with  boys  of 
leir  age  in  any  part  of  the  globe. 
The  terms  in  the  big  boys'  school  are  nine  .yen 
for  one  boy  and  eight  each  for  two  or  more  from 
the  same  family.  In  the  girls'  and  lower  boys' 
school  six  yen  for  one,  and  five  each  for  two  or 
more,  are  charged. 

Music  can  be  got  from  outside  teachers,  and 
Mrs.  Patton  comes  to  Tokyo  once  a  week  to  teach 
dancing  to  Tokyo  children. 

You  will  thus  see  lhat  provided  a  boy  is  even 
slightly  studious  he  has  no  reason  to  feel  crippled 
for  the  battle  of  life,  because  he  cannot  be  sent 
home  to  school. 

The  education  aimed  at  is  one  which  will  pre- 
pare boys  and  girls  to  enter  the  colleges  of  the 
home-lands. 

The  schools  are  entirely  under  Miss  McRae  ; 
the  Rev.  W.  J.  White  kindly  acts  as  honorary 
treasurer,  and  applications  for  admission  ought 
to  be  sent  to  either  one  of  them. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  truly,         R.  J.  KIRBY. 
Tokyo,  April  91I1,  1894. 

[Reference  to  this  school  would  have  been  almost  irrelevant. 
We  wrote  of  the  Victoria  School,  and  of  educational  institu- 
tions that  compete  with  it.  The  school  spoken  of  by  Mr. 
Kirby  can  scarcely  be  included  in  the  latter  category,  since  it 
has  only  one  Yokohama  lad,  we  believe,  among  its  students. 
-Ed.J.M.] 

FALSE  RELIGIONS. 


IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  SPORT  AND  LAW 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  It  would  appear  as  if  the  extended  time 
for  shooting  licenses  allowed  to  pursuers  of  snip 
and  woodcock  in  Kanagawa  Ken,  had  been  availe 
of  by  some  folks  for  the  purpose  of  either  trapping 
or  shooting  pheasants — the  pursuit  of  which  bird 
should  end  on  the  151I1  March — for  in  the  Yoko 
hama  mat  ket  there  were  hanging  up  this  morning 
twenty  (20)  of  these  birds.    Unless  possessors  o 
game  come  under  the  Game  Laws  as  well  as  put 
suets  it  is  10  be  feated  that  these  laws  will  never 
afford  the  protection  intended  by  their  enactment 
It  is  to  be  hoped  lhat  Japanese  gentlemen  who 
carry  a  gun  for  relaxation  will  seethe  incomplete- 
ness of  the  laws,  and  urge,  in  the  right  quarter,  the 
prosecution  of  those  who  are  in  the  possession  of 
game  after  thepetiod  allowed  for  pursuit  has  ex- 
pired.   Enclosing  my  card, 

I  am,  yours  truly,  SPORTSMAN, 
Yokohama,  61I1  April,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail/' 
Sir,— I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the 
...  tides  which  have  appeared  recently  in  the  Japan 
Mail  under  the  caption  of  "  False  Religions."  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  while  the  word  "  imperfect  " 
may  be  applied  to  systems  of  morals,  it  cannot  pro- 
perly be  applied  to  any  religious  system.  To  say 
that  anything  is  imperfect,  is  to  admit  the  possibility 
of  it  becoming  perfect  on  receiving  certain  addi- 
tions. Now  what  kind  of  additions  could  any 
ethnic  religion  receive  to  become  perfect  and 
true?  I  mean  perfect  from  a  Christian  point  ef 
view.  H  there  is  one  true  and  pet  feet  religion 
then  there  cannot  be  another,  which  is  either  per- 
fect or  capable  of  becoming  so.  Hence  the  woi  d 
"false"  is  perfectly  proper  when  used  to  describe 
uon-Giiristian  religions.  « 
Yours,  &c,  U.  G.  MURPHY, 

99,  Miiiami-Buhei-Cho,  Nagoya, 

April  71b,  1894. 


SCHOOLS  IN  "  TOKYO. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir,— In  your  late  two  leaders  on  schools,  I 
nole  you  do  not  say  anything  about  our  school  in 
Tsukiji,  and  trust  you  will  allow  me  to  say  a  few 
words  in  its  favour. 

We  have  four  teachers,  Miss  McRae,  B.A.,  of 
London  ;  Miss  Dawson,  graduate  of  Maria  Grey 
Training  College;  Miss  Wallace,  B.A.,  of  St. 
Mary's  Knoxville,  U.S.A.,  and  Miss  Zitelmann, 
German  teacher. 

The  school  is  subdivided  into  tin  ee  separate  divi- 
sions, one  containing  boys  from  eleven  to  fifteen 
years  of  age,  the  second,  girls  from  seven  to 
thirteen,  and  the  third,  boys  from  six  to  twelve 
years  of  age. 

The  big  boys  and  girls  are  taught  Latin,  Mathe 
matics,  Get  man,  Drawing,  and  the  ordinal  y  Eng 
lish  subjects.    The  elder  boys  also  learn  Greek 
The  small  boys  ate  taught  such  of  these  subjects 
as  are  suited  to  their  age  and  ability. 

I  am  sure  that  the  big  boys  of  this  school  wilj 


REV.  JOSEPH  COOK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — In  the  Japan  Weekly  Mail  of  January 
27th,  your  Baltimore  cot  respondent,  in  speaking 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cook's  lecture  in  that  city,  said 
„f  |,jm  . — «  He  seems  to  be  woefully  petering  out 
in  reputation  or  sensation.  His  audience  scarcely 
numbered  two  hundred,  dead-heads  and  all." 

A  Methodist  Bishop,  himself  a  learned  and  elo- 
quent speaker,  tecenlly  wenl  to  hear  Joseph  Cook 
in  Boston,  and  had  this  to  say  of  him  : — 

"  I  sat  on  the  platform,  and  had  opportunity  to 
see  and  feel  the  power  of  this  strong  man,  who 
closed  that  day  his  eighteenth  annual  course  of 
ectures.  He  has  a  massive  frame  and  restless  eye, 
the  largest  head  I  ever  saw  on  human  shoulders, 
a  quick,  jerky  voice,  and  an  intensity  of  expres- 
sion and  movement,  that  altogether  make  up  a 
tremendous  personality.  Nearly  two  thousand 
persons  listened  and  applauded  through  prelude 
and  lecture.  He  said  many  brilliant  and  some  pro- 
found things.    He  has  a  genius  for  terse  sayings." 

It  would  be  difficult  lo  leconcile  these  two  con- 
flicting opinions  without  more  light  on  the  subject. 
But  since  Joseph  Cook  has  been  lecturing  for 
eighteen  consecutive  years  in  "  The  Hub  of  the 
Universe  "  and  can  still  hold  an  applauding  an 
dieuce  of  two  thousand  learned  Bostonians  under 
ihe  magic  of  his  "tremendous  personality"  and 
"  terse  sayings,"  one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  lhat 
your  Baltimore  correspondent  either  did  not  see 
and  hear  him  or  that  the  correspondent  himself 
was  one  of  those  "  dead-heads  "  who,  of  course, 
were  not  able  to  appreciate  the  "many  btilliant 
and  profound  things"  for  which  Joseph  Cook's 
lectures  at  e  noted. 

Yours  truly,  WILL  PATTILLO. 

April  Ilth,  1894. 


Eczema.— Book  on  "Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
fiee  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 


April  14,  1894.] 
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REVIEW. 
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"  Chiushingura,  or  the  Loyal  Retainers  of  Akao." 

Translated  by  JuMCHi  Inouyk. 
That  stilling  t ^ le,  tl  1  e  sloiyol  the  Foily-seven 
Ronin,  SO  hemic  fiom  firsl  10  last  and  so  illustra- 
tive of  Japanese  feudal  life,  lias  been  dramatized 
by  seveial  Japanese  aulliois  and  translated,  or 
rather  epitomized,  by  several  English.  The  fo- 
reign public  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  details 
of  the  Strange  incident,  and  that  is  all  the  Foreign 
public  wants,  unless,  indeed,  some  fine  and  faith- 
ful English  or  French  version  could  he  prepared 
of  the  drama  as  put  upon  the  Japanese  stage. 
Such  a  version  would  be  valuable  and  interesting, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  story  woven  into  its  plot, 
since  with  the  story  every  one  is  already  familiar, 
but  for  the  sake  of  the  insight  it  would  give  us 
into  the  genius  of  Japanese  dramatists.  The 
Japanese  ai  e  gi  eat  aclois,  very  great  indeed.  Of 
that  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt.  But  of 
the  pieces  pei  formed  upon  their  stage,  the  foteign 
public  have  only  the  most  meagre  conception.  If 
some  enthusiastic  and  capable  author  would  re- 
move that  ignorance  bypiepariug  a  really  tiusl- 
woithy  translation — so  far  as  such  a  thing  is 
possible — of  their  favourite  dramas  and  farces,  he 
would  deserve  gratitude  and  might  win  lenown. 
Need  we  say,  however,  that  the  task  is  as  far 
beyond  the  strength  of  a  Japanese  as  it  would  be 
beyond  the  strength  of  an  Englishman  to  render 
Shakespeare  or  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  into  the 
language  of  Japan  ?  But  Mr.  Inouye  Jukichi  has 
essayed  the  task  with  Takeda  Izumo's  drama  of 
the  "  Chiushin-gura."  He  is,  perhaps,  as  well 
jualified  as  any  Japanese.  Indeed  we  are  sur- 
lised  at  the  accuiacy  and  conectness  of  his 
English.  It  is  his  English,  we  presume,  for  neither 
in  pieface  nor  on  fly-leaf  does  lie  say  anything  of 
assistance  received  from  a  foreigner.  Working 
without  such  assistance,  he  has  proved  himself  a 
remarkably  accurate  student  of  the  English  tongue. 
But  as  a  wiiler  of  English  dramas,  lie  must  not 
be  disappointed  to  learn  that  he  has  failed  lament- 
ably. For  that  task  something  else  is  wanted  than 
con  eel  syntax  and  idiomatic  accuiacy.  Nothing 
can  be  moie  jejeune  and  unpalatable  than  a 
translation  that  perpetually  reminds  us  of  a  trans 
laliou.  Mr.  Iuouye's  work  does  so.  It  has  not  a 
particle  of  the  verve,  the  spaikle,  the  neatness,  the 
art  of  its  original.  More  we  need  not  say  of  the 
work  in  general.  But  it  invites  one  or  two  refer- 
ences to  particulars. 

Mr.  Inouye  himself  tells  us  that  lie  "  has  perhaps 
taken  too  great  liberties  with  the  play  in  curtailing 
it."    We  agiee  with  him.    He  has  omitted 
less  than  four  out  of  the  eleven  Acts  of  which  the 
original  play  is  composed,  those  left  out  being 
Acts  I.,  II.,  VIII.,  and  IX.    Of  these,  Act  VIII. 
is,  perhaps,  incapable  of  being  properly  rendered 
into  any  foreign  language,  for  it  belongs  lo  that 
peculiar  species  of  poetical  composition  of  which 
the  principal  charm  consists  in  skilful  word-plays 
defying  all  attempts  at  intelligible  translation. 
To  turn  it  into  a  foieign  tongue,  whatever  the 
ability  of  the  translator,  would  rob  it  of  all  the 
charm   it  possesses  in  the  original.     The  only 
attempt  at  translating  it  into  English,  so  far  as 
we  know,  is  that  by  Mr.  Frederick  V.  Dickins 
which,  though  excellent  in  its  way,  is  no  trans- 
lation, as  he  himself  admits.     F01  tunately,  this 
Act  is  not  essential  to  the  development  of  the 
main  plot,  being  a  description  of  a  journey  1111 
dertaken  by  Tonase  and  Konanii.    Mr.  Inouye, 
therefore,   cannot'  be  blamed    for    omitting  it 
But  his  rejection  of  the  three  other  Acts  can  not 
be  so  easily  dismissed.     He  pleads  that  *' these 
Acts  letard  the  action  of  the  play  and  so  lessen  the 
interest  in  it."    In  our  opinion  these  Acts,  instead 
of  retarding  the  aclion  of  the  play,  materially  con 
tribute  to  the  development  of  the  plot,  and  to  strip 
the  piece  of  them,  as  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Inouye 
is  to  do  great  injustice  to  the  joint  authors  of  this 
national  play.     Act  IX.  especially,  is  regaided 
as  one  of  the  most  interesting  sections  of  the  woi  k 
It  is  in  this  Act  that  Oishi,  the  leader  of  the  loyal 
band,  by  unexpected  means  obtains  possession 
of  the  plan  of  Kira's  mansion.    Besides,  the  Acl 
shows  in  an  interesting  and  impressive  manner  to 
what  extent  the  minds  not  only  of  Oishi  but  also 
of  his  wife  and  son   were  engrossed  with  the  one 
idea  of  avenging  the  death  of  their  unhappy  lord 
To  understand  this  Act  thoroughly,  we  cannot 
dispense  with  Acl  II.  J  while  the  last  mentioned 
Act  and  the   preceding  aie  essential  as  prepara 
tory  ground  for  the  whole  story.    We  think  M 
Inouye  has  erred   in  omitting  these  important 
sections  of  the  play.    We  are  inclined  to  think  that 
his  true  object  is  not  merely  "to  give  a  readable 
rendering  of   one  of  the  most  celebraled  plays 
in  Japan,"   but  to   adapt  the  drama   for  pro- 
duction  on  a  Western  stage.     Apart  from  this 
hypothesis,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  he  should  have 


that  he  must  be  piepaied  loi  disappointment.  As 
In  his  manner  of  tianslalion,  the  woik  is  cieditahle 
within  the  limits  noted  above.  But  we  vendue  to 
think  that  he  has  been  unnecessarily  free  with  the 

original.    Verba  tint  translation  it,  of  course,  out  of 

the  question,  but  a  translator  has  no  1  ighl  lo  deviate 
fi  inn  the  text  where  ils  sliict  rendering  is  not  impos- 
sible. To  cite  a  few  examples  il  lust  1  a  ling  this  defect  : 
if  the  reader  turns  to  page  2,  he  will  find  the  first  sen- 
tence runs  thus  : — "  O  my  loid,  you  stand  high  in 
[\\e  Shogitn's  favour."  But  thai  is  not  a  Correct 
render  hi  g  of  the  woids  "  Odanna,  kyo  no  Gozen- 
omote  mo  joshubi,  jo  shubi."  They  mean  : — 
"Surely  my  lord  things  will  go  well,  full  well  with 
you  in  the  Sliogun's  presence  to-day."  Again, 
the  firsl  line  of  Kira's  answer: — "Softly,  good 
Bannai ;    we  may  be  overheard,"    ought  to  he: 


"Haveacaie!  Have  a  care!  Don't  speak  loud. 
Remember  that  she  has  a  husband."  (Yai  /  yai  / 
Koyedaka  ni  kuchi  kikuna  ;  nushi  aru  Kaoyo). 
On  the  next  page  we  find,  "  who  has  great  duties 
peifoim    today:"    whereas    the    original  is 

Konnichi  Goyo  no  aru  "  ("  who  is  on  sei  vice 

with  the  Shogun  today").    A  few  lines  fuither 
own,  Kira  is  made  lo  say,  "  He  is  afraid  to  come 
imself,  but  sends  this  Kajikawa  to  fiighteu  me," 
wheieas  the  text  signifies  : — "Instead  of  taking 
the  matter  into  his  own  hands,  he  sends  this  fel- 
Kajikawa  to  humiliate  me."    {Waga  te  wo 
dasazu,  Honeo  me  ni  iitsuke,  kono  Moronao  ga 
iko  no  hanawo  hishi  gano  tame.)    Such  instances 
of  careless  translation  may  be  multiplied  ad  in 
finitum,  but  we  have  not  space  for  the  task.  It 
may,  however,  be  added  that  Mr.  Inouye  shows  a 
conspicuous  lack  of  information  about  the  former 
institutions  of  his  own  country.     For  instance,  he 
enders  bozu  or  cha-bozu  (p.  ix.  Introduction)  as 
pi  i est."     Now   a   bozu    in    the   household  of 
the  Shogun  or  a  Daimyo  was  a  sort  of  page, 
the    only  point  of  similarity  between   him  and 
regular    priest    being    that    both    had  their 
eads  shaved.    The  principal  duty  of  the  bozu  was 
to  seive  tea  to  the  lord  and  officers  of  the  house- 
lold  ;  hence  they  were  called  cha-bozu.  Again,  the 
eim  jpi-sha  Bugyo  (p.  xvi.  Introduction)  is  irans- 
ated  as  "  Superintendent  of  Ecclesiastical  Build- 
ings"; wheieas  the  correct  equivalent  is  "  Com- 
missioner of  Temples   and   Shrines."  Fuither, 
the  ashigaru,  according  to   Mr.   Inouye,  was  a 
courier;   but  everybody   acquainted  with  feudal 
Japan  knows  that  the  ashigaru  constituted  an  in- 
fei  ior  class  of  the  two  sworded  community.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Inouye  fell  into  ibis  error  from  the  circum 
stance  that  the  particular  representative  of  ihe  class 
in  the  present  play,  Terasaka  Kichiyemon  (Tera- 
oka  Heiyemon)  is  spoken  of  by  Oishi  as  having 
been  sent  on  some  errand  as  a  courier  (p.  48). 

We  may  add  lhat  the  volume  is  printed  on 
Japanese  paper,  and  charmingly  illustrated  by 
Eisen  Tomioka,  both  in  colours  and  Indian-ink 
It  is  a  praiseworthy  effort  in  many  ways,  and 
we  heartily  wish  that  we  could  speak  more  highly 
of  a  woik  on  the  execution  of  which  so  much 
ability  and  enterprise  have  been  expended. 


TONIC  SOL-FA  CONCERT  AT  THE 
PUBLIC  HALL. 


The  fourth  annual  concert  of  the  Yokohama 
Juvenile  Tonic  Sol  fa  Choral  Society,  which  took 
the  form  of  a  well-deserved  benefit  to  the  musical 
director  and  conductor,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Patton,  came 
off  at  the  Public  Hall  on  Wednesday  evening,  anc 
was  a  success  in  many  ways.    The  large  attend 
ance  must  have  been   very   gratifying  to  Mrs 
Patton,  and  her  accomplished  assistant,  Miss  Blox 
ham,  and  the  large  measure  of  applause  accorded 
the  various  numbers  we  hope  rewarded  them  fo 
their    indefatigable  labours    in    preparing  and 
training  the  little  performers.    What  these  labours 
were    Mrs.    Patlon    gave    some    inkling  when 
lelurning    thanks    for  the  giateful  acknowledg 
ment   accorded  her  by    Mr.  James  Troup,  on 
behalf  of  the  audience,  during  one  of  the  inter 
vals.    One  hour  a  week  was  all  that  her  pupils 
could  give  to  the  wliole  of  their  musical  studies 
Many  of  the  best    voices,  of  the  previous  year 
had  left  the  Society  just  when  some  return  for 
patient  care  bestowed   upon   their  development 
might  have  been  expected,  so  thai  ihe  choir  was 
continually    suffering   from    the   importation  of 
laige  drafts  of  raw  material,  rendered  necessary  to 
keep  the  choruses  up  to  their  numerical  strength 
The  excellence  of  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  method,  Mrs 
Patton  said,  was  amply  illustrated  in  the  perfor 
mance  given  lhat  evening,  the  pupils  one  and  a' 
playing  and  singing  from  memory. 

In  regard  to  the  general  effect  of  the  concert  we 
must  say  that  the  choruses  all  showed  distinct  im- 
provement, both  in  time,  precision,  and  accuiacy  ; 
while  the  rendering  of  the  instrumental  pieces  also 


mailed  an  advance  111   musical  perception,  We 
ive  mil  space  lo  c  i  il ictse  in  de-lail,  but  some  ic- 
fereilCe  miUl  be  made  to  the  most  noticeable  item* 
on  the  programme.      The  pianofote  solo,  "  Music 
the  Woods,"  in    Pait    I.,  by  Maslei  Lindsley 
was  very  beautifully  given,  the  lendei  grace  of 
xpirsslou  thiowii  into  the  theme  being  lemarlc- 
hle  fm  a  lad  of  his  yeais.     Mi.  Saigenl's  solo 
on  the  same  instrument  was  also  a   nice  piece 
of  execution.    In  Pail  II.  a  Minuetl  by  fade- 
ewski,  played  by  Miss  Lindsley  and  the  Masleu 
Lindsley,  was  also  sti  iking,   the   piece  being  a 
veritable  little  gem.    Moie  to  the  popular  laste 
was   ihe   "  Brother's  Lullaby,"   sung   by  Miss 
Sargent  toher  own  accompaniment,  The  applause 
licit  this  received  was  1  ichly  deserved  and  the 
lb-  lady  was  recalled,  for  which  she  bowed  her 
thanks.    The  last  number  in   Pait  II.  was  a  solo 
and  chorus,  "We'll  gaily  sing  and  play,"  Miss 
Bloxh. mi  being  the  soloist.    In  this  arrangement 
of    Piusuti's   "The   last   lose   of   summer"  is 
ffectively  introduced,  and  Miss  Bloxham  in  her 
own  charming  fashion  did  full  justice  to  the  plain- 
tive melody.    At    the   close   the    item    was  re- 
emanded  and  the  encore  was  graciously  granted. 
A  basket  of  flowers  was  also  handed  lo  the  singer 
as  some  slight  token  of  the  hearty  appreciation  she 
had  evoked.    The  character  pieces  in  the  con- 
cluding part  were  mosl  decidedly  good,  and  both 
Callei  Herrin,"and  "  The  Bold  Gendat  ines  "  had 
lo  be  lepealed  before  the  delighted  heaieis  would 
elease  the  sweet-voiced    lads  and  lassies.  The 
iltle  gii  Is,  as  the  Scotch  fish  wives,  cei  la  inly  carried 
away  t lie  vocal  honours  of  ihe  evening.  The  closing 
pieces  "Funiculi,  Funicula,"  with  Master  James  in 
the  title  role,  and  the  Market  Chorus  fi  om  "  Mas- 
aniello,"  were  remaikably  pretty,  the  whole  of  the 
members  being  dressed  in  Gilbeilian  Neapolitan 
costume. 

Miss  Bloxham,  to  whom  many  thanks  are  due 
for  her  admirable  training  of  the  vocalists  and 
chorus,  accompanied  throughout,  Mrs.  Patton  con- 
ducting. The  following  was  the  full  programme  :— 

Part  I. 

i,_Tiio  on  2  Pianos. — Tarentelle  in  A  flat. — 

S.  Heller. 

Misses  Batavus,  Eyton,  and  Johnstone. 
-Choruses. — (a.)  "Hark!  Sweet  voices." 

(b.)  Tonic  Sol  fa  Palter  Song. 
Jy  venile  T.S.  F.  Choral  Society. 
3. —  Pianoforte  Solo. — "  Music  of  the  Woods." — 

Braungai  dt. 

Master  Lindsley. 
Vocal  Trio.—"  The  oars  are  plashing  lightly." 

A.  Geibel. 

Masters  Mollison,  C.  and  E.  Bennett. 

5.  — Pianoforte  Solo.— («.)  "  Loin  de  toi." 
(b.)  "  Mignon." 

Miss  Johnstone. 

6.  — Chorus  in  Unison. — "The  Yeoman's 

Wedding  Song." 

Juvenile  T.S.F.  Choral  Society. 

7.  — Pianoforte  Solo.— Valse  Bi  illante  de  Concert 

from  "  Le  Juif  Errant."—  Burgmuller. 
Mr.  N.  J.  Sargent. 
Part  II. 

1.  — Tiio  on  two  Pianos.—"  Minuett."  Paderewski. 

Miss  Lindsley  and  ihe  Masters  Lindsley. 

2.  — Vocal  Duet.— "  Cherry-lime."  A.  Scott  Gatty. 
Miss  and  Master  James. 

3.  — Pianoforte  Solo.—"  La  Truite."— S.  Heller. 

Arranged  by  Lange. 

Miss  Eyton. 

4.  — Solo  and  Chorus.— Waltz  Song.—"  Violets, 

pretty  Violets." 

Misses  M.  Watt,  M.  Moss,  M.  and  N.  Schwabe, 

and  Juvenile  T.S.F.  Choral  Society, 
e, —Pianoforte  Solo  and  Song.— (a.)  "Simplelte." 

(b.)  "  Brother's  Lullaby." 
Miss  Sargent. 

6.  — Pianoforte  Solo. — "  Pasquinade."  Goltschalk. 
Miss  Batavus. 

7.  — Solo  and  Chorus.—"  We'll  gaily  Sing  and 

Play"— C.  Pinsuti. 

Miss  Bloxham,  and  Juvenile  T.S.F.  Choral 
Society. 

Part  III. 

1.  — Duet  on  two  Pianos—"  L'lnvitation  a  la 

Valse."— Weber. 

Misses  Batavus  and  Eyton. 

2.  _Vocal  Duet  (in  character).— "  Caller  Herrin  I" 
Misses  Sargent  and  J.  Loomis. 

3.  — Vocal  Duet  (in  character)— "  The  Bold 
Gendarmes." — Offenbach. 

Masters  W.  Carst  and  M.  Mollison. 
a  —Solo  and  Chorus  (in  character).—"  Funiculi, 

Funicula." 

Maslei  James  and  Juvenile  T.S.F.  Choral  Society. 

FINALE. 

r. — Market  Chorus  (in  character)  from 

"  Masaniello." — Auber. 
Juvenile  T.  S.  F.  Choral  Society. 
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10K0HAMA  SAILING  CLUB. 
 ♦  

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  (lie  Yokohama 
Sailing  Club  was  held  at  the  Cluh  Hotel  on  Mon- 
day afternoon.  Mr.  N.  P.  Kingdon  presided, 
and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  T.  Brewer, 
A.  M.  Fo.bes,  J.  B.  Gibbs,  A.  Beart,  W.  Weston, 
A.  Owston,  A.  Rogers,  C.  S.  Averill,  L.  Salabelle, 
G.  H.  Scidmore,  F.  Tanner,  W.  W.  Campbell, 
F.  J.  Marshall,  F.  Owston,  and  C.  W.  West. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  be  taken  as  read. 

Mr.  Beart  seconded  the  motion  and  it  was 
carried. 

The  Chairman  in  presenting  the  report  and 
accounts  complimented  the  Club  on  its  balance 
of  831.82,  which  was,  he  thought,  due  to  the  ex- 
cellent work  done  bv  their  honorary  treasurer  and 
secretary  during  the  past  season. 

Mr.  Beart  proposed  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Averill 
seconded  the  adoption  of  following  report  and 
accounts,  which  were  carried  unanimously. 

REPORT. 

Gentlemen — Your  Committee  have  much  pleas- 
ure in  handing  you  their  report  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1894. 

This,  the  seventh  year  of  the  Club's  existence,  was 
splendidly  supported  by  the  yacht  owners  and  by  the 
communities  of  Yokohama  and  Tokyo. 

Twenty-five  races  were  sailed,  and  one  race  was 
started  but  owing  to  lack  of  motive  power  was  not 
completed. 

The  record  prizes  were  won  by  the  following  boats  : — 

Maid  Marion,  39  Raters  ;  Mary,  32  Raters  ;  Molly 
Bawn,  26  Raters,  and  Daisy,  17  Raters,  and  the  racing 
was  very  keen  and  close. 

Those  that  entered  were  as  follows:  In  the  "B" 
Class,  Hokiboshi  for  11  races;  Petrel  12;  Isabel  14; 
Vixen  12  ;  White  Wings  2  ;  Sayonara  13  ;  Jessica  11  ; 
Akambo  9  ;  Ikimasho  1  ;  Daisy  1 1  ;  Violet  2 ;  Queenie 
7  ;  Black  Hawk  7. 

Isabel,  though  almost  a  winner  many  times  during 
the  season,  was  compelled  to  try  for  the  Consolation 
Race,  which  goes  to  show  that  she  was  entered  with  a 
good  sporting  spirit  for  every  race  of  the  year. 

For  the  "  A  ''  Division  the  following  boats  entered  : — 

Momotaro  for  9  races  ;  Daimyo  12  ;  Wanderer  2  ;  Box 
of  Curios  10  ;  Molly  Bawn  10  ;  Princess  Maud  10  ;  Sea 
Gull  12  ;  Tomioka  11  ;  Drifter  11  ;  Maid  Marion  11  ; 
Mary  11  ;  Ronin  3;  Aborigine  10;  Idler  1  ;  Nancy 
Hanks  2  and  Madcap  1. 

For  a  thorough  recapitulation  of  all  the  races,  speed, 
direction  of  wind,  etc.,  etc.,  your  Committee  take 
pleasure  in  drawing  your  attention  to  the  Japan  Mail 
of  December  13th,  where  a  lengthy  and  interesting 
account  is  given. 

Interest  in  racing  is  greatly  on  the  increase,  and  the 
prizes  presented  go  far  towards  demonstrating  this. 
Donations  in  cash  to  the  extent  of  $170.00  were  given, 
and  also  the  following  handsome  list  of  cups  and 
prizes : — 

The  Queen's  Cup,  presented  by  Mr.  M.  de  Bunsen 
and  won  by  the  Daimyo. 

The  Fourth  of  July  Cup.,  presented  by  Mr.  E.  Dun 
and  won  by  the  Mary. 

The  Consolation  Prize,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  F. 
Lowder  and  won  by  the  Isabel. 

The  Molly  Bawn  Cup,  presented  by  Messrs.  McNeill 
and  Morriss,  and  won  by  the  Drifter. 

The  Abbey  Cup,  presented  by  Mr.  T.  Abbey  and 
won  by  Sayonara. 

A  case  of  whiskey,  presented  by  Mr.  Andreis  and 
won  by  Sayonara. 

The  Sayonara  Champion  Flags,  won  by  the  Daisy, 
Mary,  Jessica,  Maid  Marion  and  Molly  Bawn. 

For  the  local  newspapers  The  Dailv  Advertiser 
comes  forward  with  a  handsome  cup  which  was  won 
by  the  Mary.  Then  there  were  Messrs.  Kelly  & 
Walsh's  Cup  ;  the  French  Cup  ;  the  Ronin  Cup  ;  the 
Daimyo  Cup  ;  the  Petrel  Cup  ■  the  Mary  Cup  and  the 
Committee  Prize. 

The  value  of  these  cups  and  presents  amounts  to 
about  §450.  This,  added  to  $170.00  in  cash  presented, 
makes  a  very  good  showing,  and  the  Club  feels  ex- 
ceedingly grateful  to  the  communities  of  Yokohama 
and  Tokyo  for  their  increased  interest. 

The  total  value  of  prizes  sailed  for  was,  therefore, 
roughly,  a  little  over  $900.00. 

To  the  fleet  were  added  6  boats  ;  3  to  the  "  B  "  class 
and  3  to  the  "  A." 

These  were  Daily,  a  deep  fin  keel  boat  ;  Hokiboshi, 
an  extreme  skimming  dish,  and  the  Black  Hawk,  the 
old  Julia  rebuilt  and  re-rigged. 

To  the  "  A  "  class  were  added  the  Nancy  Hanks, 
the  Idler,  and  the  Sea  Cull. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer's  report  is  appended,  which 
shows  a  credit  of  $31.82. 

committee. 
C.  D.  West.  T.  M.  Laffin. 

T.  Brewer.  A.  M.  Forbes. 

R.  I.ane,  Hon.  Sec.  and  Treas. 

Honorary  Treasurer's  Report, 
receipts. 

Balance  from  Mr.  Alan  Owston   $  11.16 

Entrance  Fees  for  Races   354. 

Subscriptions  for  Priies    170. 

Annual  Dues,  86  Members   ija. 

Total  $607.16 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Cost  of  Prizes  £470.04 

Stationery   12. qo 

Mark  Boats    43.80 

Steam  Launches   35°o 

Extras— Cartridges   $4.00 

Case  of  Gun   2.50 

Messengers   2.10 

Collectors    5.00  13.50 

Balance  on  hand,  deposited  with  Hongkong  and 

Shanghai  Banking  Corporation    31  82 

Total   $607.16 

ASSETS. 

Gun  and  Flags,  Tape  Line  and  Chart. 
E.  &  O.  E.  W.  W.  Campbell,  Hon.  Treas. 

Examined  and  found  correct,  E.  W.  Tildsn. 

Yokohama,  31st  March,  1894. 

The  Chairman  said  the  next  business  was  the 
election  of  a  committee  to  serve  during  the  coming 
year. 

Mr,  Campbell  suggested  Mr.  Scidmore  for  the 
position  of  Hon.  Sec.  and  Treasurer.  He  was  a 
keen  yatchsman  and  took  the  greatest  interest  in 
the  Club. — (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Scidmore  returned  the  compliment  by 
suggesting  Mr.  Campbell  for  the  position.  He 
would  be  the  right  man  in  the  tight  place. — 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Campb  ell  said  that  pressure  of  business 
would  prevent  him  from  serving  on  the  committee  ; 
he  would  take  part  in  the  sailing,  but  he  would 
have  no  time  for  arranging  matches  or  handicaps. 

Other  names  were  then  suggested  and  a  ballot 
was  taken.    During  the  election, 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  it  was  desirable  that 
Rule  5,  governing  the  time  of  their  annual  general 
meeting,  be  altered.  At  present  they  were  obliged 
to  hold  it  in  Match,  a  most  unsuitable  time.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the 
Club  if  the  meeting  was  held  in  December,  at  the 
end  of  the  season,  when  they  had  their  disputes, 
disappointments  or  dissatisfaction  still  keen  upon 
them. — (Hear,  hear.)  Before  they  could  alter 
their  Rules,  however',  it  was  necessary  to  hold  an 
extraordinary  general  meeting,  which  had  to 
be  called  by  request  of  20  members  and  re- 
quired 10  days'  notice.  He  also  held  that  be- 
fore a  boat  be  allowed  to  enter  for  a  i;ice 
her  owner  must  secure  a  certificate  of  mea- 
surement obtained  from  the  official  measurer, 
which  certificate  should  cost  50  cents.  If  an 
owner  wanted  at  any  time  to  place  his  boat  in  a 
diffei  en t  rating  he  would  have  to  get  another  certi- 
ficate of  measurement,  which  would  cost  another 
50  cents,  and  if  he  wauled  to  go  back  again  into 
his  former  class  another  50  cent  certificate  would 
be  necessary.  So,  altogether  it  would  cost  $1.50  to 
go  fi  otn  one  class  to  another  and  then  back  aga  in. 
This  $1.50  would  go  to  the  Club's  funds.  He 
thought  such  a  proposal  was  only  fair,  and  gave 
an  instance  which  occurred  last  summer,  in  which 
the  17-raters  put  themselves  up  into  the  22-raters 
for  a  race,  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  pro 
posal.  That  proceeding  last  summer  had  caused 
some  dissatisfaction,  but  no  one  would  grumble  if 
the  certificates  were  obtained  as  he  now  suggested 
Another  alter  ation  needed  was  a  l  emeasui  ement 
of  their  fleet,  and  a  further  differentiation  of  classes 
The  present  time  allowance  scale  was  not  equally 
proportioned,  but  if  the  classes  were  extended  from 
39-raters  down  to  10  and  g-raters  the  proportion 
would  work  out  mm  e  evenly. —  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  result  of  the  election  was  then  declared,  the 
ballot  falling  upon  Messrs.  Scidmore,  R.  Hay, 
Beart,  Salabelle,  Weston  and  West. 

At  Mr.  Beart's  request  his  name  was  struck 
off  the  list  and  the  five  remaining  names  were 
then  declared  as  the  Committee  for  the  year,  that 
body  to  chose  its  own  Honorary  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 

Mi .  Scidmore,  in  returning,  thanks  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  colleagues,  expressed  the  pleasure 
it  gave  them  to  serve.  He  hoped  that  the  Club 
would  give  them  hearty  co-opeTation,  for  he  knew 
only  too  well  that  the  position  of  a  committee-man 
was  one  of  anxiety,  and  certainly  not  free  from 
criticism. — (Laughter.) 

The  Chairman  next  observed  that  a  good 
many  people  outside  the  sailing  Club  look  a  deep 
interest  in  its  welfare  and  derived  as  great,  if  not 
a  cheaper,  pleasure  than  the  members,  in  watching 
the  races  011  Saturday  afternoons  from  the  Boat 
House  verandah.  He  thought  that  these  persons 
would  only  be  too  pleased  to  increase  the  balance 
in  the  Treasurer's  hands  if  they  were  properly  ap 
proached.     He  thr  ew  it  out  as  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Forbes  thought  that  it  would  be  as 
well  if  the  appeal  for  subscriptions  went  out  before 
the  season  commenced  instead  of  after  it  had 
closed,  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

Mr.  Campbell  obseived  that  the  Chair  man's 
suggestion  as  to  the  starling  of  a  list  was  most 
excellent.  He  thought,  however,  that  it  had  not 
belter  stai  I  in  ihe  1  00 m — they  were  loo  close  to  one 
another  and  the  modest  diffidence  which  some 
might  feel  when  they  saw  the  big  figures  which 


other  might  place  down  opposite  their  names  would 
not  have  quite  fair  play. — (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Rogers — The  subscriptions  would  only  be 
for  prizes,  not  for  funds. 

Mr.  Campbell — Yes,  for  prizes. 
The  Chairman  said  the  incoming  Committee 
would  be  pleased  to  receive  suggestions  for  the 
Club's  vvell  being.  For  himself  he  was  glad  to 
see  what  a  large  number  of  skilled  naval  architects 
the  Club  could  now  boast  of. 

A  good  deal  of  desultory  conversation  and 
topical  jocularity  followed,  but  no  remarks  wei  e 
addressed  to  the  chair,  and  the  meeting  closed 
after  a  vote  to  thanks  had  been  passed  to  Mr. 
Kingdon  for  presiding. 


BANK  OF  CHINA,  JAPAN  AND  THE 
STRAITS. 


The  fourth  annual  gener  al  meeting  of  the  Bank 
of  China,  Japan  and  the  Straits,  Limited,  was 
held  oir  Monday,  February  26th,  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel,  London,  Mr.  William  Keswick  (the 
chairman)  presiding. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  H.  Campbell)  having 
read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting, 

The  Chairman  said — Gentlemen,  the  report 
which,  with  your  permission,  we  will  take  as  read 
the  board  has  endeavouied  to  make  full  and  clear 
as  regards  the  bank's  position,  and  you  will 
readily  understand  how  great  is  the  directors'  dis- 
appointment and  unfeigned  their  regret  to  have  to 
submit  to  you  such  unsatisfactory  1  esults  of  the 
year's  business.  Probably  everyone  present  is 
aware  how  adversely  ever  ything  lias  gone  in  the 
sphere  of  the  bank's  operations — how  silver  has 
fallen  in  value,  and  exchange  fluctuated  and 
declined  under  experimental  and  dangerous  cur- 
rency legislation  in  India,  and  how  securities 
have  consequently  depreciated.  To  these  causes, 
and,  doubtless,  to  errors  of  judgment  also,  the 
results  are  to  be  attributed  ;  but  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  with  the  whole  course  of  Indian 
finance  going  the  contrary  to  official  direction 
and  expectation,  with  erratic  counsels  and  un- 
decided action  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
it  has  been  next  to  impossible,  in  doing  any- 
thing, or  indeed,  in  doing  nothing,  not  to  make 
mistakes.  In  illustration  of  this  I  might  mention 
that  the  bank,  with  a  view  to  safeguar  ding  its  po- 
sition in  exchange  when  the  closing  of  the  Indian 
mints  was  apparently  decided  upon,  took  an  in- 
terest in  Rupee  Paper  equal  to  its  funds  regarded 
as  Indian  capital,  and  seemed  likely  by  the  opera- 
tion to  cover  the  loss  in  exchange  which  the  altera- 
I ion  implied,  when,  again  suddenly,  the  policy  of 
the  Government  wasshaken,  and  this  led  to  a  loss 
of  about  £2,900,  instead  of  an  almost  realised 
handsome  profit.  In  other  ways,  loo,  the  unex- 
pected has  happened,  losses  haveoccurred  through 
the  lock-up  of  lunds  invested  and  advanced  when 
the  bank  was  a  trust  and  loan  company,  and  not 
being  able  to  realise  such  funds  or  to  release  ad- 
vances and  mortgages,  the  exchange  losses,  even 
when  foreseen,  could  not  be  provided  against. 
To  none  of  you,  I  think,  can  the  full  significance  of 
these  facts  be  otherwise  than  plain.  But  theboaid  is 
steadily,  persistently,  and  with  satisfactory  success, 
proceeding  with  the  careful  realization  of  all  assets 
that  can  be  dealt  with,  and  I  hope  it  will  reassur  e 
shareholders  and  give  full  confidence  to  depositors 
lo  know  that  our  present  liquid  assets,  or  secur  ities 
that  can  immediately  be  made  quite  liquid,  are 
nearly  equal  to  paying  off  every  penny  of  our  de- 
posits falling  due  up  to  the  end  of  1895,  and  that 
the  board  does  not  hesitate  in  regarding  it  as 
cer tain  that  deposits  falling  to  be  paid  through- 
out 1896  and  1897  will  be  amply  provided  for  by 
the  repayment  of  advances  and  the  favourable 
realisation  of  securities  over  so  considerable  an  in- 
tervening per  iod.  I  should  not  omit  to  mention  that 
the  bank's  liabilities  are  only  those  to  its  depositors 
— its  acceptances  barely  exceed  £20,000,  and  aie 
against  undoubted  security.  Much  prudence  of 
management  in  the  lealisation  of  assets  is  certain- 
ly called  for,  and,  indeed,  in  ^he  liquidation  of  all 
outstandings;  but  there  is  not,  necessat  ily,  cause 
for  anxiety  in  the  situation,  which,  the  board  be- 
lieves, will  gradually  improve.  I  will  now  refer  lo 
ihe  balance-sheet  and  go  through  the  statement, 
with  a  view  to  making  clear  everything  that  may 
appear  obscure  in  the  entries.  Under  the  heading 
of  capital  you  will  see  that  the  amount  called 
up  is  £449,718  15s.  Of  that  amount  ios.  per 
share  is  not  yet  due.  Of  the  instalments  which 
are  due  there  is  at  the  present  time  outstand- 
ing £43.72G  I5S>  ai,d  the  greater  portion  of 
that  is  owing  by  the  Chinese  shareholders.  Of 
coin  se,  thei  e  has  not  yet  been  time  to  hear  how 
the  second  call  is  being  met,  but,  considering  the 
favourable  way  in  which  the  first  portion  of  the 
'call  was  met,  except  by  the  Chinese  shareholders 
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I  tliinW  wlien  we  do  get  our  advices  we  shall  find 
that  llie  sum  alieady  collertrd  is  gieatei  tlian  (lie 
sum  I  liaved  named.  Willi  tile  Chinese  in 
Shanghai  we  have  had  difficulties,  and  I  should 
mention   that  we  have  taken   proceedings  u> 

enforce  the  collection  of  the  call.  The  Chi 
nese  shareholders  are  men  of  suhstance.  We 
weiecaieful  when  we  made  any  transfers  that  they 
were  not  made  to  men  who  wei  e  not  solvent,  and 
we  have  evei  y  reason  to  helieve  that  when  they  are 
convinced  that  the  call  is  rightly  made,  and  ought 
to  he  paid,  it  will  he  met.  I  should  mention,  loo, 
that  we  look  the  precaution  to  have  from  ihe  Chi- 
neseshareholdei  s  so  thai  they  could  raise  110  question 
that  they  did  not  understand  the  liability  attached  lo 
the  shares,  a  paper  signed  in  this  form  : — "  I  hereby 

■  equest  you  to  register  me  as  the  holder  of  

ordinary  shares  ot  the  Bank  of  China,  Japan  and 
the  Straits,  Limited,  transferred  10  me;  and,  in 
consideration  of  your  doing  so,  I  agree  lo  pay  the 
calls  in  respect  of  all  moneys  unpaid  on   the  said 
shares  at  the  times  and  pi  aces  appointed  by  the  direc- 
tors) pursuant  lo  the  articles  of  association  ;  and  I 
further  agt  ee  that  all  questions  between  us  and  the 
bank  shall  be  decided  in  accordance  with  the  la w 
of  England."    From  our  Chinese  shareholders  we 
have  a  document  of  that  nature,  which  I  think  will 
be  entirely  con  vincing  in  any  court,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  about  the  result  of  our  application  to  the 
Chinese  com  I  to  enforce  payment.    The  next  item 
is  fixed  deposits  and  current  accounts,  £1,334,898 
6s.  id.    Of  these  about  £74,500  are  in  silver,  and, 
as  staled  by  me  in  my  eailier  remarks,  they  fall 
due  over  an  extended  period  only  ending  in  1897, 
although  during   1896  the  amount  to  be  repaid, 
as  matters  now  stand,  will  be  large.    Bills  pay- 
able are  acceptances  against  security,  and  amount 
lo  only  £22,227  I2s.    Loans  and  London  bankers' 
acceptances  stand  at  £171,671  8s.    These  weie 
only   temporary,   and    have    practically  ceased. 
Other  liabilities,  £1,463,214  14s.  4d.,  are,  as  I 
explained  last  year,  in  a  great  measure  made  up 
of  cross  entries  required    by  the  exigencies  of 
book-keeping,  and  in  some  measure  due  to  the 
closing  of    our  books   in   the   East  on  October 
31st,  while  in   London   we  close  on  December 
31st.     The  entries,   by  such    an  arrangement, 
look  large  ;    but   they  have  equivalents  on  the 
other  side.      Turning   now  to  the    credit  side, 
there  is   the  item   cash   in   hand,   £65,243  lis. 
6d.,  but  that  does  not  call  for   comment.  The 
entry  Indian   Government  Rupee  Paper  explains 
itself.    These  weie  remittances  on  the  way  lo  and 
in  India,  not  only  on  October  31,  but  in  transit  to 
December  31.    The  greater  portion  was  sold  in 
India  befoie  transfer  thither,  and  not  a  inpee  was 
unsold  on  that  date  ;  £62,000  in  London  was  tem- 
porarily and  also  promptly  closed.  Investments 
in    London,    £30,257    5s.,    are   all    sound,  and 
those  in  the  East  are  equally  so,  and  dividend- 
bearing.     Advances  against  secuiities,  £965,704 
17s.,    show    a    reduction    during    the    year  of 
£305,541,  and  aie   being  gradually  and  steadily 
liquidated.    As    mentioned    in  the  report,  weie 
realisations  forced  there  would  be  loss;  but  with 
the  securities  all  of  a  sound  and  improving  charac- 
ter— improvement  in  several  cases  having  ali  eady 
taken  place — we  look  for  a  not  unfavourable  ulti- 
mate result  and,  in  the  meantime,  we  are  receiv- 
ing all  round  interest  upon  the  advances  some- 
what in  excess  of .  the  rate  we  are  paying  on  de- 
posit.   Bills  receivable  and  other  assets  I  have 
already  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  countei  - 
part  entry,  oilier  liabilities.    The  entry  of  deposit 
expenses  explains  itself.    As  to  the  profit  and  loss 
account, on  the  debitsidelhe  expenses  of  manage- 
ment are  £24,214  16s.  6d. — a  slightly  smaller 
sum  than  last  year,  the  directors  having  taken 
less  than  half  the  former  fees.     Deposit  expenses, 
interest  on  fixed  deposits,  &c.,  are  self  explanatory. 
On  the  credit  side,  the  gross  profits  are  £110,851 
IOs.  2d. — in  itself  not  an  unsatisfactory  sum  ;  but 
still,  there  is  out  of  it  only  £18,389  17s.  7d.  of  net 
gain,  and  the  necessity  for  meeting  ascei  tained 
loss  through  exchange  £80,610  IOs.  gd.,  and  other 
losses,  provision  for  bad  debts,  and  the  deprecia- 
tion in   investments  elsewhere  than   in  the  East 
£56,534   is.    7d.,    culminates  in   a  total  loss  of 
£116,752 — a  most  disappointing  result.  There 
are  statements,  which  will  be  found  at  the  office 
for  the  perusal  of  shareholders  who  desire  to  in- 
spect them,  giving  details  of  which  the  publication 
would  be  unusual,  and  I  need  not  assure  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  bank  of  the  desire  of  the  board  to 
give  them  every  information  in  its  power.  We  trust 
we  are  now  seeing  things  in  their  worst  aspect. 
Surely,  this  sagging  will  not  continue  much  longer 
in  silver,  and  certainly,  as  we  realise  investments, 
advances,  and  mortgage  securities  of  the  Trust 
and  Loan  Company  period,  and  get  our  finances 
into  the  liquid  and  available  shape  of  the  Eastern 
banks  generally,  we  shall,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe,  share  in  their  prospei  ity,  for  ihe  trade  will 
not  be  extinguished  and  banks  rendered  superflu- 


ous. With  care  we  shall  overcome,  I  believe,  all 
our  present  misfortunes,  and  in  time  retrieve  oui 
position  end,  I  hope,  prosper.    I  now  beg  to  pro. 

pose:    "That  the  annual  statement  of  accounts 

and  balance  sheet,  and  the  report  ul  ihe  dntclois 

and   auditors   theieon,   be,   and    aie  heieby, 

adopted." — (Applause.) 

Mi.  D.  McLean  seconded  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Adam   inquired  why  the  names  of  the 

Hongkong  and  Shanghai  committee  were  omitted 

li  0111  the  1  epoi  l. 

The  Chairman  slated  that  he  had  intended  to 

mention  the  matter.  When  the  bank  opened  as 
an  exchange  bank  in  ihe  Easl,  and  when  they 
gave  up  all  such  business  as  was  connected  with 
the  Trust  and  Loan  Company,  they  deemed  it 
advisable  that  they  should  not  have  local  com- 
mittees, as  many  of  the  genlleuienl  who  were 
on  the  committee  of  this  bank  were  also  associat- 
ed with  other  banks.  It  was  therefore  decided 
to  have  managers  in  the  East,  and  at  home  the 
boaid  of  directors.  He  should  have  mentioned 
also  that,  with  a  view  lo  having  matters  for  the 
future  under  more  rigid  control,  and  he  hoped  pro- 
fitable working,  they  proposed  lo  bring  Mr. 
Payne  from  India,  where  he  had  been  in  chaige 
of  the  branches,  and  in  whom  the  board  had  great 
confidence,  and  appoint  him  the  chief  manager  in 
London . 

The  Hon.  Captain  Dawson  asked  the  chair- 
man if  the  repoit  was  true  that  he  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean had  lesolved  to  leave  the  board  of  the  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Bank  and  to  stick  to  the 
China  Bank.  He  thought  some  definite  announce- 
ment should  be  made  to  the  shareholders. 

The  Chairman — The  position  is  simply  this; 
that  when  the  Bank  of  China  undeitook  exchange 
operations  and  became  a  bank  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  term,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that 
Mr.  McLean  and  myself  should  not  act  in  the 
double  capacity  of  representing  both  banks.  We 
have  not  officially  resigned,  but  we  have  not  at- 
tended, and,  for  the  present,  do  not  intend  to 
attend,  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  the  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Bank.  That  is  our  position, 
and  we  hope  lo  make  this  bank  the  success  we 
anticipated  when  it  was  initiated. — (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried,  with 
one  dissentient. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  seconded  by 
Mr.  E.  Iveson,  Messrs.  D.  McLean  and  H.  D. 
Stewait  were  re-elected  directors. 

Messrs.  Turqiiand,  Youngs,  Bishop,  and  Claike 
having  been  reappointed  auditors,  a  vole  of  thanks 
was  given  to  the  chairman  and  board. 

The  Chairman  briefly  acknowledged  the  com- 
pliment, and  lb e  proceedings  terminated. — Fi- 
nancial Times. 


THE  BI-META LLIC  LEAGUE. 
 ♦  

Official  Statement  of  the  Bimetallic  Lea- 
gue: and  Extracts  from  the  Final  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  osj  Gold  and 
Silver.  1888. 

Until  the  year  1873  the  ratio  at  which  Gold  and 
Silver  were  interchangeable  was  steady,  because 
the  Mints  of  Fiance  and  other  European  countries 
were  open  to  all  the  world  for  the  unlimited  coinage 
of  both  melals  on  the  fixed  basis  of  15!  ozs.  of 
Silver  to  1  oz.  of  Gold. 

*Il  may  be  stated  generally  that  during  the  last 
century  the  national  unit  of  coinage  which  consti- 
tuted the  Standard  of  Value  in  the  principal  couu- 
ti  ies  practically  rested  on  the  both  metals,  silver 
being  usually  the  nominal  standard  with  gold  rated 
to  it,  at  the  discretion  of  each  Government. 

In  the  United  Kingdom,  from  1717  (o  1816,  this 
system  prevailed,  the  ratio  of  gold  to  silver  having 
been  fixed  at  I  to  15  21. 

In  the  United  States  of  America  the  Joint  Gold 
and  Silver  Standard  was  originally  adopted  in 
1786  with  a  ratio  of  15-25  to  I  ;  changed  in  1792  to 
15  to  I,  and  in  1834  to  16  to  I. 

In  1803  the  Joint  Standard,  with  a  ratio  of 
15!  to  I,  was  definitively  adopted  by  France,  and 
in  1865  the  formation  of  the  Latin  Union,  ulti- 
mately consisting  of  France,  Italy,  Belgium,  Swit- 
zerland, and  Greece,  extended  and  confirmed  it. 
Owing  to  this,  the  par  of  exchange  between  Gold 
and  Silver  Standard  countries  kept  practically 
uniform,  and  Silver,  as  fully  as  Gold,  performed 
the  functions  of  Money  throughout  the  vvoild. 

The  action  of  England  in  1816,  in  adopting  the 
single  Gold  Standard,  did  not  disturb  the  steadi- 
ness of  the  ratio  between  the  two  metals,  so  long 
as  the  Continental  Mints  remained  open  to  the 
unrestricted  coinage  of  Silver  ;  hut  when  Germany, 

*Thisandthe  three  following  paragraphs  are  from  the  Note 
appended  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Gold  and  Silver,  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Louis  Mallet,  C.B.,  one  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners. I 


which  had  pieviously  had  a  Silvei  Standard,  ill 

1873  introduced  a  single  Gol.J  Stand,-.. d    old 

<-<|.iilibiium  was  destroyed  because  Franca  and 
the  other  Bimetallic  countries,  in  vu-w  of  ihe  heavy 

salts  ol  Silver  mad.:  by  Get  many,  suspended  their 
I'l  ee  Coinage. 

This  action  caused  the  price  of  Silver,  as  quoted 
in  Gold,  to  fall,  and  11  ((|„.  ^„|,|  ,,,„,.  ())  sl|vei\ 
has  since  fluctuated  violently,  affecting  all  in- 
ternational Exchanges  between  Silver  Standard 

and  Gold  Standard  countries.    In  the  case  of 

India  ihe  Rupee,  formerly  woith  about  2s.,  has 
gradually  dropped  lo  is.  3^1.  in  English  money, 
With  increasing  uncertainly  as  to  its  piospettive 
exchangeable  value  as  against  Gold. 

The  substitution  of  Gold  for  Silver,  and  the 
greater  amount  of  Exchange  work  that  is  in  con- 
sequence lluown  upon  Gold,  has  led  to  the 
"appreciation"  of  that  metal,  and  lo  a  fall  in 
prices  of  commodities,  as  measuied  in  Gold, 
which  is  every wheie  visible,  and  eveiy where  bane- 
ful in  its  effects  upon  Commerce,  upon  Manufac- 
turing and  Agricultural  industry,  and  upon  the 
giowlh  of  Employment  necessaiy  to  piovide  woil< 
for  our  rapidly  increasing  population. 

Wl  lenever  the  Loudon  Money  Market  is  dis" 
tiessed  and  perplexed  by  the  withdrawal  of  even 
small  quantities  of  Gold,  and  by  apprehensions  as 
to  further  demands,  coupled  with  sei  ions  doubts 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  future  supplies  of  that  metal, 
the  necessity  of  fixing  an  international  ratio  he- 
tween  Gold  and  Silver  so  as  to  make  both  metals 
available  for  Bank  reserves  becomes  strikingly 
apparent.  This  would  provide  an  adequate  supply 
of  Money  available  for  international  purposes  and 
for  ihe  internal  transactions  of  the  Kingdom. 
Grave  dangers  would  thus  be  averted. 

The  aim  of  the  Bimetallic  League,  as  already 
mentioned,  is  to  secure,  by  International  agree- 
ment, the  opening  of  the  mints  of  the  leading 
commercial  nations  to  the  unrestricted  coinage  of 
Silver  and  Gold  at  such  fixed  ratio  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon  amongst  lliose  nations. 
By  this  means  a  Par  of  Exchange  would  be  seemed  ; 
the  two  metals  would  again  acquire  an  Interna- 
tional character  as  Money,  and  would  move  freely 
from  nation  to  nation  according  to  the  monetary 
requirements  of  the  various  markets,  whilst  prices 
and  wages  in  all  countries  would  be  adjusted  by  a 
uniform  standard. 

Convinced  of  the  evils  resulting  from  existing 
conditions  of  our  Monetary  System,  and  of  the 
hindrance  to  Trade  and  Agriculture,  which  are 
largely  due  to  the  distuibed  relation  between  Gold 
and  Silver,  we  appeal  to  everyone  for  co-operation 
in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  League. 

There  is  evei  y  encouragement  to  press  the  mat- 
ter, seeing  that  the  United  States  of  Ameiica, 
France  (with  the  other  States  of  the  Latin  Union), 
Germany,  and  Holland  are  willing  to  co-opei  ale. 

These  Powers,  it  is  known,  will  not  move  with- 
out England,  and,  under  an  erroneous  conception 
of  the  advantages  of  a  single  Gold  Standard,  this 
country  has  hitherto  stood  aloof. 

The  Final  Repoit  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Gold  and  Silver  was,  however,  of  a  character  so 
favourable  to  the  cause  advocated  by  the  League 
that  the  question  is  now  thoroughly  ripe  for  settle- 
ment, and  the  recent  public  declaration  by  Mr. 
Leonard  Couitney  (one  of  the  Com missionei s  who 
had  signed  Part  2)  that  he  is  now  of  opinion  that 
International  Bimetallism  is  both  desirable  and 
practicable,  strengthens  the  case  for  Monetary 
Reform, 

It  is  advisable,  therefore,  that  the  facts  of  the 
case  may  be  made  widely  known  throughout  the 
country,  in  order  to  bring  the  force  of  public 
opinion  to  bear  upon  Parliament  and  upon  the 
Government,  so  thai  England,  instead  of  being  a 
barrier  in  the  way  of  an  International  convention, 
may  take  her  due  share  in  ihe  settlement  of  a 
question  so  vilal  lo  the  well-being  of  the  Empire, 
so  essential  to  the  interests  of  Biitish  and  Irish 
Agriculture,  and  of  Commeice  everywheie,  and  to 
the  financial  stability  of  India. 

Any  further  infoi  ma  lion  concerning  the  League 
may  he  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Henry  Mc- 
Niel,  F.S.S.,  Haworth's  Buildings,  5  Cross  Street, 
Manchester,  who  will  also  acknowledge  Subscrip- 
tions and  Donations. 

Information  may  also  be  obtained  fiom  the 
Westminister  Offices  of  the  League,  27,  Great 
George's  Street,  S.W.  ;  fiomthe  City  of  London 
Offices,  9,  Lombard  House,  George  Yard,  Lom- 
bard Street,  E.C. ;  or  from  any  of  the  Local  Hon. 
Sees. 

The  League  comprises  Ordinary  Members  and 
Associate  Members,  the  Annual  Subscription  of 
the  former  being  One  Guinea,  and  the  latter  2s. 
6d.    Cheques  to  be  made  payable  lo  the  Seci  etary. 

All  publications  of  the  League  are  delivered  free 
to  Ordinary  and  Associate  Members. 
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Extracts  from  the  Final  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Gold  and 
Silver,  18SS. 

Part.  I.— (Signed  l>y  all  llie  members  of  the 
Commission.) 

Sec.  1 15. — "  The  Remedy  which  has  been  put 
before  us  most  prominently  and  as  most  likely  10 
remedy  the  evils  complained  of  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent possible,  is  that  known  as  Bimetallism." 

Sec.  186.—"  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in 
the  case  of  other  commodities  (than  Gold  and 
Silver)  Ihe  effect  of  changes  in  the  supply  and 
demand  is  both  maiked  and  mote  immediate. 
These  commodities  are  generally  produced  for  the 
purpose  of  consumption  at  an  early  dale  or  within 
a  comparatively  shoit  peiiod.  The  supply  at  any 
time  available  for  the  market,  or  capable  of  being 
placed  on  it  at  short  notice,  is  therefore  a  very  im- 
portant element  in  the  piocess  by  which  its  value 
is  fixed. 

"  The  precious  metals  on  the  other  hand  are  but 
to  a  slight  extent  consumed,  and  the  available  sup 
ply  consists  of  the  accumulations  of  previous  years. 

"  It  follows,  therefore,  that  in  their  cases  a  di- 
minution or  an  inctease  in  the  new  supply  is  of 
less  importance  than  in  the  case  of  consumable 
at  tides,  and  that  an  increase  or  diminution  in  de- 
mand has  also  a  smaller  effect.  The  important 
consideration  with  regard  to  them  at  any  one  mo- 
ment is  rather  the  relation  between  the  total  stock 
then  in  existence  and  the  then  existing  demands 
upon  it." 

Sec.  189. — "  Looking,  then,  to  the  vast  changes 
which  occurred  prior  to  1S73  in  the  lelative  pro 
duclion  of  the  two  metals  without  any  correspond- 
ing disturbance  in  their  maiket  value,  it  appears 
to  us  difficult  to  lesist  the  conclusion  that  some 
influence  was  then  at  work  tending  to  steady  the 
price  of  silver,  and  to  keep  the  ratio  which  il  bpie 
to  gold  approximately  stable." 

Sec.  190. — "  Pi  ioi  to  1873  the  fluctuations  in  the 
price  of  silver  weregiadual  in  their  character,  and 
ranged  within  veiy  narrow  limits.  The  maximum 
variation  in  1872  was  fd.,  and  the  average  not 
quite  j^d.,  while  in  1886  the  maximum  was  2T2gd., 
and  the  average  nearly  ijd.  It  has  not  been,  and 
indeed  haidly  could  be  suggested  that  this  dif- 
ference can  be  accounted  for  by  changes  in  the 
relative  pi  oduclion  or  actual  use  of  the  two  metals." 

Sec.  191. — '*  The  explanation  commonly  offered 
of  those  constant  variations  in  the  silver  maiket  is 
that  the  lise  or  depression  of  the  price  of  silver 
depends  upon  bi  iskness  or  slackness  of  the  demand 
for  the  pin  pose  of  remittance  to  silver-using  coun- 
tries, and  that  the  pi  ice  is  largely  affected  by  the 
amount  of  the  bills  sold  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Secietaiy  of  State  for  India  in  Council. 

"  But  these  causes  were,  as  far  as  can  be  seen, 
operating  pi  ior  to  1873,  as  well  as  subsequent  to 
that  dale,  and  yet  the  silver  mai  ket  did  not  display 
the  sensitiveness  to  these  influences  from  day  to 
day  and  month  to  month  which  il  now  does." 

Sec.  192. — "These  considerations  seem  to  sug- 
gest the  existence  of  some  steadying  influence  in 
former  pei  iods,  which  has  now  been  lemoved,  and 
which  has  left  the  silver  maiket  subject  to  the  free 
influence  of  causes,  the  full  effect  of  which  was 
previously  kepi  in  check.  The  question,  therefore, 
foices  itself  upon  us:  —  Is  there  any  other  circum- 
stance calculated  to  affect  the  relation  of  silver  to 
gold  which  distinguishes  the  latter  period  from  the 
earlier  ? 

"  Now,  undoubtedly,  the  date  which  forms  the 
dividing  line  between  an  epoch  of  approximate 
fixity  in  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  and 
one  of  maiked  instability,  is  llie  year  when  the 
bimetallic  system  which  had  pieviously  been  in 
force  in  llie  Latin  Union  ceased  to  be  in  full  opera- 
tion ;  and  we  aie  irresistibly  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  operation  of  that  system,  established  as  it 
was  ill  countiies  the  population  and  commerce  of 
which  were  considerable,  exerted  a  material  in- 
fluence upon  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals. 

"  So  long  as  that  system  was  ill  force  we  think 
that,  notwithstanding  the  changes  in  (hepioduc- 
liou  and  use  of  the  precious  metals,  it  kept  the 
market  price  of  silver  approximately  steady  at  the 
ratio  fixed  by  law  between  them,  namely  15^  10  I." 

Sec.  193. — "  Nor  does  it  appear  to  as  a  priori 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  existence  ill  the 
Latin  Union  of  a  bimetallic  system  with  a  ratio  of 
152  to  1  fixed  between  the  two  metals  should  have 
been  capable  of  keeping  the  maiket  pi  ice  of  silvei 
steady  at  approximately  that  ratio.. 

"  The  view  that  il  could  only  affect  the  maikel 
price  to  llie  extent  to  which  there  was  a  demand 
for  il  for  currency  put-pose  in  die  Latin  Union,  or 
in  which  il  was  actually  taken  to  the  mints  of  lliose 
countiies  is,  we  think,  fallacious. 

"  The  fact  that  the  owner  of  silver  could,  in  the 
last  resort,  take  it  to  those  mints  and  have  it  con- 
verted into  coin  which  would  purchase,  commodities 
at  ihe  1  alio  of  15*  of  silver  to  one  of  gold,  would, 


in  our  opinion,  be  likely  to  affect  the  price  of  silver 
in  ihe  market  geneially,  whoever  the  purchasei 
and  for  whatever  country  il  was  destined.  It 
would  enable  the  seller  to  stand  oul  for  a  price 
approximating  to  llie  legal  coin  and  would  tend  to 
keep  the  market  steady  at  about  that  point." 

Part  II. — Signed  by  six  membeis  of  the  Com- 
mission :  Lord  Herschell,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bai  t., 
M.P.,  Mr.  J.  W.  Birch,  Hon.  W.  Freemanlle, 
C.B.  Sir  T.  H.  Fairer,  Bait.,  Rl.  Hon.  Leonard 
H.  Courtney,  M.P.* 

Sec.  9. — "However  much  opinions  may  differ 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  evil  aiising  from  the  in- 
creased difficulty  which  a  fluctuating  exchange 
interposes,  we  do  not  think  its  reality  is  open  to 
question," 

Sec.  IOI. — "There  cannot  be  two  opinions  as 
lo  the  very  serious  effect  which  the  continued  fall 
in  the  gold  price  of  silver  has  had  on  the  finances 
of  the  Government  of  India." 

Sec.  102. — "  We  are  fully  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  difficulties  which  surround  the  Indian 
Government,  and  of  the  seiious  questions  lo  which 
any  proposed  additional  tax  must  give  rise.  Il  is 
not  only  the  embai  rassment  which  has  already 
been  caused  to  the  Government  of  India  that  has 
lo  be  borne  in  mind,  but  the  impossibility  of  fore- 
seeing to  what  extent  those  embai  rassments  may 
be  increased,  and  their  difficulty  augmented,  by 
a  further  depression  in  the  value  of  silver." 

Sec.  107. — "  We  think  that  in  any  conditions 
faiily  to  be  contemplated  in  the  future,  so  far  as 
we  can  forecast  them  from  the  experience  of  the 
past,  a  stable  ratio  might  be  maintained  if  the 
nations  we  have  alluded  tof  were  to  accept  and 
stiictly  adhere  to  bimetallism,  ai  the  suggested 
ratio.'  We  think  that  if  in  all  these  countries  gold 
and  silver  could  be  freely  coined,  and  thus  become 
exchangeable  against  commodities  at  the  fixed 
ratio,  the  market  value  of  silver  as  measured  by 
gold  would  conform  to  that  ratio,  and  not  vaiy  to 
any  material  extent." 

Sec.  1 19. — "  Apprehensions  have  been  expressed 
that  if  a  Bimetallic  system  were  adopted  gold 
would  gradually  disappear  from  circulation.  If, 
however,  the  arrangement  included  all  the  princi- 
pal commercial  nations,  we  do  not  think  thei  e 
would  be  any  sei  ious  danger  of  such  a  tesiilt. 

"Such  a  danger,  if  it  existed  at  all,  must  be 
remote.  It  is  said  indeed,  by  some,  that  if  it  were 
lo  happen,.and  all  nations  were  to  be  driven  10  a 
system  of  silver  monometallism,  the  result  might 
be  legarded  without  dissatisfaction." 

"  We  are  not  prepared  lo  go  this  length,  but  at 
llie  same  time  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the  benefits 
which  would  accrue  from  the  adoption  of  a  com- 
mon monetary  standard  by  all  the  commercial 
nations  of  the  world,  and  we  are  quite  alive  lo  ihe 
advantage  of  the  adoption  by  these  nalions  of  an 
uniform  Bimetallic  Standard  as  a  step  in  that 
direction." 

Part  III. — Signed  by  the  other  six  members  of 
the  Commission  : — Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Louis  Mallet, 
C.B  ,  Rt.  Hon.'  A.  J!  Balfour,  M.P.,  Rt.  Hon. 
Heniy  Chaplin,  M.P.,  Sir  D.  Barbour,  K.C.S.I., 
Sir  W.  H.  Houldsworth,  Bait.,  M.P.,  Mr,  Samuel 
Mon  1  agu,  M.P. 

Sec.  28.—"  We  think  that  the  above  remarks 
upon  the  evils  affecting  both  the  United  Kingdom 
and  India,  if  taken  in  connection  with  the  more 
detailed  statement  in  Part  I.  of  the  Report,  will 
sufficiently  indicate  our  view  as  lo  their  nature 
and  gravity  ;  and  that  they  are  laigely  due  to  the 
currency  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
years  immediately  preceding  and  following  1873. 

"  We  think  that  too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid 
upon  the  novelty  of  the  experiment  which  has  been 
attempted  as  the  result  of  the  above  changes. 
That  expeiiment  consists  in  the  independent  and 
unregulated  use  of  both  gold  and  silver  as  stand- 
aids  of  value  by  the  different  nations  of  the  woi  Id. 

"  We  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  both  metals 
must  continue  lo  lie  used  as  standard  money  ;  the 
lesulls  of  using  them  separately  and  independent- 
ly since  1873  have  been  most  unsatisfactory,  and 
may  be  positively  disastrous  in  the  future. 

"  h  cannot  be  questioned  that  until  1873  gold 
and  silver  were  always  effectively  linked  by  a 
legal  ratio  in  one  or  more  countries. 

"  It  is  equally  indisputable  that  the  lelative 
value  of  the  two  metals  has  been  subject  lo  greater 
divergence  since  1874  than  dill  ing  the  whole  of  the 
200  years  pi  eceding  that  date,  notwithstanding  the 
occurrence  of  variations  in  tlreir  relative  produc- 

«  In  an  Article  in  tlie  Nineteenth  Century  for  April,  1893,  Mr. 
Courtney  says  Five  years  ago  I  joined  with  my  friends  in 
deprecating  any  attempt  to  establish  an  international  agreement 
tor  the  free  coinage  of  both  gold  and  silver  as  standard  money. 
I  have  advanced  with  further  experience  and  reflection  to  the 
belief  that  such  agreement  is  to  be  desired,  and  that  it  could 
be  accomplished  with  the  minimum  of  change  and  with  great 
advantage  to  the  Empire  and  the  world  on  the  conditions  I  have 
suggested  "  (111  the  article). 

1  The  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  Latin  Union. 


lion  more  intense  and  more  prolonged  than  those 
which  have  been  experienced  in  recent  years." 

Sec.  29. — "  In  1873-74  the  connecting  link  dis- 
appeaied,  and  for  the  first  lime  the  system  of 
rating  the  two  metals  ceased  lo  form  a  subject  of 
legislation  in  any  country  in  llie  world. 

"  The  law  of  supply  and  demand  was  for  the  first 
time  left  to  operate  independently  upon  the  value 
of  each  metal  ;  and  simultaneously  the  ratio  which 
had  been  maintained,  with  scaicely  any  per- 
ceptible variation,  for  200  years,  gave  place  to 
a  marked  and  rapid  divergence  in  the  relative 
value  of  gold  and  silver,  which  has  culminated 
in  a  change  from  15%  lo  I  to  22  to  1." 

Proposed  Remedy. 
Sec.  30. — "  It  appears  to  us  impossible  to  atti  i- 
bute  the  concurrence  of  ihese  two  events  to  a  merely 
fot  tuitous  coincidence.  They  must,  in  our  opinion, 
be  regarded  as  standing  to  each  other  in  the  rela- 
tion of  cause  and  effect. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  doubt  that  if  the  system 
which  prevailed  before  1873  were  leplaced  in  ils 
inlegiity,  most  of  the  evils  which  we  have  above 
described  would  be  removed  ;  and  the  remedy  which 
we  have  to  suggest  is  simply  the  reversion  to  a 
sysleni  which  existed  before  the  changes  above  1  e- 
feried  lo  were  brought  about  ;  a  system,  namely, 
under  which  both  metals  were  freely  coined  into 
legal  lender  money  at  a  fixed  ratio  over  a  suffi- 
ciently large  area. 

"  The  effects  of  that  system,  though  it  was 
nominally  in  force  only  within  a  limited  area,  were 
felt  in  all  commercial  countiies,  whatever  their  in- 
dividual systems  of  currency  might  be  ;  and  the 
relative  value  of  ihe  two  metals  in  all  the  markets 
of  the  woild  was  practically  identical  with  that 
fixed  by  the  legislation  of  the  countries  forming 
the  Latin  Union. 

"  As  regards  the  possibility  of  maintaining  such 
a  system  in  the  future,  we  need  only  lefer  lo  the 
conclusion  at  which  our  colleagues  have  arrived  in 
Sec.  107  Part  II.  (see  above)  and  with  which  we 
entirely  agree." 

Sec.  34. — "  No  settlement  of  the  difficulty  is, 
however,  in  our  opinion,  possible  without  interna- 
tional action. 

"  The  remedy  which  we  suggest  is  essentially 
international  in  its  character,  and  ils  details  must 
be  settled  in  concert  with  the  other  Powers  con- 
cerned. 

"  It  will  be  sufficient  for  us  to  indicate  the  es- 
sential feattues  of  the  agreement  to  be  artived  at, 
namely  — 

(1)  Free  coinage  of  both  metals  into  legal  tender 
money  ;  and 

(2)  The  fixing  of  a  ratio  at  which  the  coins  of 
either  metal  shall  be  available  for  the  payment 
of  all  debts  at  the  option  of  the  debtor." 

Sec.  35. — "The  particular  ratio  to  be  adopted 
is  not,  in  our  opinion,  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the  opening  of  negociations  for  the  establishment 
of  such  an  agreement,  and  can,  with  other  matleis 
of  detail,  be  left  for  further  discussion  and  settle- 
ment between  the  pailies  interested. 

"  We,  therefore,  submit  that  the  chief  com- 
mercial nalions  of  the  world,  such  as  the  United 
States,  Germany,  and  the  Slates  forming  the 
Latin  Union,  should  in  the  first  place  be  consulted 
as  lo  their  leadiness  to  join  with  the  United 
Kingdom  in  a  conference,  at  which  India  and  any 
of  ihe  Biitish  Colonies  which  may  desiie  to  attend 
should  be  represented,  with  a  view  to  ariive,  if 
possible,  at  a  common  agreement  on  the  basis 
above  indicated." 

Sec.  36. — "  We  have  indicated  what  appears 
to  us  to  be  the  only  permanent  solution  of  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  recent  changes  in  the 
relative  value  of  the  precious  metals,  and  ihe  only 
solution  which  will  protect  this  and  other  countries 
against  the  future." 


officers  of  the  bimetallic  league. 
President.— Henry  H.  Gibbs ;  Chairman  of 
General  Council.— H.  R.  Grenfell ;  Vice-Pre- 
sidents : — The  Duke  of  Abercorn,  C.B.,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Abergavenny,  K.G.,  John  Addison,  Q.C., 
M.P.,  George  W.  Allen,  CLE.,  Lord  Basing, 
Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  M.P.,  Gerald  W.  Bal- 
four, M.P.,  Sir  Thomas  S.  Bazley,  Bart.,  J.  Bazley- 
White,  William  W.  B.  Beach,  M.P.,  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  K.G.,  H.  R.  Beelon  (London),  Gilbeit 
Beith,  M.P.,  Lord  Henry  Bentiuck,  Lord  Chailes 
Beresford,  C.B.,  Commander  Hastings  Beikeley, 
R.N.,ThomasBirtwistle(Accrington),Col.tlieHon. 

F.  C.  Bridgeman,  M.P.,  Jacob  Biighi,  M.P.,  Lord 
Heniy  Brudenell-Bi  uce,  Rev.  H.F.  Burnaby,  M.A., 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin,  M.P.,  Alfred  L.  Cohen 
(London),  the  Marquis  of  Cai  mai  then,  M.P.,  L01  d 
Castletown,  C.  W.  Cayzer,  M.P.,  R.  Barclay 
Chapman,  C.ST,,  Lieut. -General  Sir  George  Ches- 
ney,  K.C.B.,  M.P.,  Lieut. -General  Andiew  Clarke, 

G.  C.M.G.,  C.B.,  CLE.,  Admiral  Sir  J.  E.  Com- 
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merell,  K.C  13  ,  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham,  J 
G01  l>eit  ( Oi  oitwicli)i  Sir  Wi  Ji  R.  Collon  ( London), 
Rev.  Canon  Cromwell,  M  A.,  Joseph  Co  wen,  (New- 
c.istle-onTyne),  (lie  Eail  of  Crawford  pud  Hal 
canes,    I.L.D.,    F.R.S.,   Alexander  Cross,  M.I3 
Eml  of  Donoughmore,  K.C.M.G.,  Sir  H.  F.  di 
Trafford,  Ban.,  ilie  Earl  of  Ellesmere,  Lord  Elcho, 
M.P.,  Sir  J.  Whitiakei  Ellis,  Bart.,  Berlin  Emile 
Erlanger,  R.  1..  Everett,  M.P.,  tlie  Marquis  of 
Exeter,  Sir  A.  On  Ewing,  Bart.,  Captain  Henry 
T.  Fenwick,  M.P.,  the  Eai  I  of  Fever-sham,  tlie  Eai 
Fortescue,  Thomas  I'ietden,  (Todmorden),  G.  H 
Finch,  M.P.,  P.ofessor  H.  S.  F  oxwejl)  M.A.,  M01  e- 
ton  Freweu,  (London),  Loid  Geiard,  Sii  Lepel  H, 
Gn  iffin,  K.C.S.I  ,  ilie  Maiquis  of  Gmnby,  M.P.,  C. 
VV.  Gray,  M. P.,  Professor  IS.  C.  K.  Gunner,  M.A., 
Sir  Edward  Gieen,  Bait.,  H.  R.  Gienfell,  VV.  H. 
Grenfell,    M.P.,    James   Guthrie    (London),  Sir 
Henry  A.  Hoare,  Bart.,  Loid  Claud  J.  Hamilton, 
Lord  F.  Hamilton,  M.P.,  FranU  Haidcastle,  Sir 


conliibutories.   The  winding  up  of  the  Company 
was  uadeh  the  supervision  ol  die  Court,  and  the 
Hongkong  Ordinance  applied   between  llielili 
g.inls.  The  lnaleii.il  sections  weie  Src.  37  of  Old 
I  of  1865  and  Sec.  24  of  Old.  1  of  1877,  providing 
respectively  for  members'  conii  ibutionsin  the  event 

of  winding-up,  and   for   the   1  anking  ol  si         ,  ad 

ully  paid  up  in  the  absence  of  a  format  contract 
to  the  Contra* y  filed  with  the  Registrar  of  Com 
Dailies.  The  provisions  were  take  verbatim  bom 
the  English  Companies  Acts  and  English  Courts 
decisions  on  die  Corresponding  seciions  were  en- 
tiiely  applicable.  Ii  was  admitted  that  the  pay- 
ment claimed  was  not  wauled  for  creditors  of  the 
Company  nor  for  die  costs  of  winding-up,  and 
that  no  contract  was  registered  with  reference  to 
these  sbai es. 

The  Chief  Justice  then  reviewed  the  formation 
of  the  Hotel  Company,  die  Directors'  dealings 
with  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Carroll,  die  settlement 
of  the  purchase  money  for  the  Hotel  property,  tl 


Hector  M.  Hay,  Bart.,  A.Ray  mond  Heath,  Right 

Hon.  E.  Heneage,  M.P.,  J.  P.  Heselline,  (London),  I  advances  made  by  the^Bank  in  1800  and  1801 
Sir  Alfred  Hickman   M. P.,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Staveley  Johnson,  and  the  execution  of  blank  transfers  by 
Hill,  M.P.,  Charles  Hoare  (London),  J.  Sancroft   the  latter  in  the  Bank's  favour  for  160  and  for  ^2601 
Holmes f.  David  H^mes  (Burnley)  Sir  T.  C.  Hope,   dioa.y  shares.    A  few  days  after  Mr.  Johnson's 
K j.C.S.1,  CLE.,  Sir  W.  H.  Houldswoith,  Ban.,  death  on  November  8th,  1891,  these  transfers  were 


M.P.,  Isaac  Hoyle,  Sir  Henry  H.  Howorlh,  M.P., 
K.C.I.E.,  F.R.S..   M.P.,  George  Howell,  M.P 
Sir   F.   Seager   Hunt,   Bart.,   M.P.,    Sir  Guyer 
Hunter  K.C.M.G.,  J.    Henniker  Heaton  M.P 
Rev.  J.  F.  A.  Hervey,  M.A.,  Henry  Higgs,  B.A., 
LL.B.   W.   Jacks,    M.P.,  A.  Weston  Ja.vis,  A 


filled  in  with  Mr.  Cook's  name  as  transferee  and 
were  forwarded  with  the  scrip  for  registration. 
Tlieie  ensued  a  correspondence  between  the 
Bank  and  the  Company  tlie  latter  first  refus- 
ing to  register  the  transfer  on  the  ground  that 
had    a  claim   against   Johnson's    estate  for 


Johnstone-Douglas  (Rulhwell,  N.B.),  J.  Jordan,   damages  arising  out  of  the  contract  of  sale  and 


secondly  giving  notice  to  Mr.  Cook  that  as  the 
sil ares  bad  not  been  paid  for  in  cash  they  would 
be  liable  to  calls  for  the  payment  of  the  creditors. 
This  liability  Mr.  Cook  repudiated,  declining  to 
ecognise  any  reservation  and  demanding  re- 
gistration.    Upon  these  facts  the  first  question 

not 


M.P.,  Lt.Geneial  R.  H.  Keating,  V.C.'CS.I., 
George  D.  Kelley  (Manchestei),   H.  Knalchbull 
Hugessen,  M.P.,  Lord  Knightley,  J.  Boyd  Kin- 
near  (Ladybank),    N.B.,    Lord    Knightly,  Edm 
F.   Vesey    Knox,    M.P.,    the    Maiquis    of  Lon 
donderry,    K.G.,  Sir  J.    C.    Lawrance,  Edwaid 

Langley  (London),  Sir  Edmund  A.  H.  Lechmere,  I  argued  was  whether  these  shares  must 
Bart.,  M.P.,  Elliott  Lees,  Sir  Roper  Lelhbi  idge,  be  deemed  to  have  been  actually  paid  for  1 
CLE.,  Hon.  and  Rev.  Edward  LyttletOn;  M. A.,  cash.  Mr.  Johnson  never  took  the  shares  with 
Sampson  S.  Lloyd  (Loudon),  Frank  Lockwood,  the  idea  of  being  indebted  for  them,  and  no 
Q.C,  M.P.,  Sir  Alfred  Lyall,  K.C.B.,  K.C. I.E. .  presumption  of  payment  or  of  agreement  to  pay 
Sir  Leonard  Lyell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Cuming  Mac-  arfses  from  the  Directors'  receipt.  It  was  quite 
dona,  M.P.,  John  Win.  Maclure,  M.P.,  Sir  cei  lain  to  his  (the  Judge's)  mind  that  the  Directors 
Joseph     N.    McKenna,    J.    H.    Manners-Siilton   agi  eed  lo  give  and  Mi .  Johnson  agreed  to  take  fully 

paid-up  shares  in  satisfaction  of  this  contract  of 


milsl  he  di  mi  ,srd  I  he  ,  ,  „  ■.  sun.mons  ol  the 
B  ink  is  also  dismissed.  Admitting  (|,at  t|l(.  Oiaies 
are  to  be  deemed  fully  paid  up,  there  is  no  reatdll 
why  die  Bank  should  not  be  on  the  list  of  coiltl  ibu- 
tors.  As  to  costs  I  beai  m  mind  thai  Mi.  Bud  was 
one  of  the  .signatories  of  the  memorandum  of  As- 
sociation and  (hat  all  the  applications  for  shaics  by 
the  public  were  in  fact  made  lo  the  Bank.  For  ihese 
reasons  I  think  Iheie  should  be.  no  01  der  except 
(hat  the  liquidators  can  lake  theii  own  costs  out  of 

the  assets,   if   any.      In  this   retfpecl    I  follow  the 

precedehl  in  the  cause  of  A.  W.  Hall  &  Co.,  where 
the  fads  in  my  opinion  bear  a  veiy  strong  analogy 
to  those  under  present  consideration. 


A  RIM  A  CONFERENCE,  i894. 


(Newark),  Professor  James  Mavor,  James  Mawd 
sley.  (Manchester),  Sir  H.  M.  Meysey-Thomp 
son,  Bart.,  M.P.,  T.  Milvain,  Eai  1  Manvers, 
A.  B.  Freenian-Mitford,  C.B.,  M.P.,  Sii 
Guilford  L.  Molesworth,  K.C.I  E.,  John  Mils- 
grave  (Whitehaven),  Samuel  Montagu,  M.P.,  R. 
Jasper  More,  M  P.,  Viscount  Newai  k,  M.P., 
Ernest   Noel  (London),    T.  O'Hanlon,  Edward 


sale.  If  so  the  shares  were  in  no  sense  paid  for  in 
cash.  Tlie  next  point  was  whether,  although  die 
shares  were  not  paid  for  in  cash,  the  Company  so 
conducted  themselves  that  as  against  the  Bank 
they  were  precluded  fiom  demanding  payment. 
He  was  satisfied  that  at  the  time  when  advances 
were  made  on  Mr.  Johnson's  shares  the  Bank  did 


Howley  Palmer  (London),  Heibert  B-  Praed  I  not  know  they  were  not  fully  paid  up.  He  thought 
(London),  Sir  Richard  H.  Paget.  Bai  t.,  M.P.,  J.  tlieiefore  that  the  Bank  in  making  the  advances 
Piiikerton,  M.P.,  W.  Pomfret-Pomfret,  the  Duke  "mist  be  presumed  to  have  relied  upon  the  repre 
of  Portland,  L.  L.  Price,  M.A.,  A.  D.  Provand,  sentations  made  by  the  Company  in  their  cetti- 
M. P.,  Sii  John  H.  Pulestoo,  J.  Richardson,  M.P  I  ficate  that  the  shares  were  fully  paid  up 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  K.G.,  the  and,  if  so,  had  the  Bank  obtained  registration 
Earl  of  Radnor,  Lord  Rowton,  C.B.,  Lord  Rook-  before  being  undeceived  it  would  have  deen 
wood,  Major  F.  C.  Rasch,  M. P.,  Lord  Rendles-  I  entitled,  on  die  pi  inciple  of  estoppel,  to  have  held 
ham,  Sir  M.  White  Ridley,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir  the  shares  for  all  purposes  as  against  the  Company 
George  Russell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  James  Rankin,  as  shares  fully  paid  up.  But  before  registration 
M.P.,  Thomas  Salt,  Col.  T.  M.  Sandys,  M.P.,  |l,|e    Bank    had    notice    that  theie  had  been  no 


Sir  Aiberl  A.  David  Sassoon,  C.S.I. ,  Sir  Geoige 
R.  Sitwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Lord  Sherborne,  H. 
Selon-Karr,  M.P.,  J.  W.  Sidebotham,  M.P., 
T.  H.  Sideboltom,  M.P.,  William  Smart,  M.A., 
LL.D.,  Samuel  Smith,  M.P.,  Lord  Suffield, 
K.C.B.,  J.  E.  Spencer,  M.P.,  Lord  Stanley, 
M.P.,  The  Duke  of  Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Sutherland,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.,  Professor  J.  E. 
Symes,  M.A.,  Capt.  C.  W.  Seiwyn,  W.  E.  M. 
Tomlinson,  M.P.,  C.  E.  Howard  Vincent,  C.B., 
M.P.,  Viscount  Valentia,  Professor  Robert  Wal- 
lace, Edmund  Waller  (Gloucester),  Colonel  Corn- 
wallis  West,  Stephen  Williamson,  M.P.,  the 
Maiquis  of  Winchester,  Col.  Mildmay  Wilson 
(Sleaford),  R.  Grant  Webster,  M.P.,  S  ir  Geoige 
O.  Wombwell,  Bait.,  Caleb  Wright,  M.P.,  Sir 
Thomas  Wright  (Leicester),  George  Wyndham, 
M.P.,  the  Earl  of  Yarborough. 


THE  HIO GO  HOTEL  CASE. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  JUDGMENT, 

The  general  result  of  the  case  instituted  by  the 
liquidators  of  the  Hiogo  Hotel  against  the  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Bank  to  recover  $48,600  is 
already  known.  Judgment  was  delivered  by  Chief 
Justice  Fielding  Clarke  in  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Hongkong  on  the  2nd  ;  the  full  text  of  this  has  just 
arrived  and  the  Hyogo  News  gives  the  following 
carefully  compiled  summary  of  the  three  columns 
which  it  takes  in  exlenso: — 

The  liquidators'  claim  was  for  the  pi  ice  of  486 
ordinary  shares  of  $100  each  standing  in  filename 
of  Mr.  R.  H.  Cook,  all  of  wh  ose  liability  the  Bank 
undeitOok.  A  cross  summons  by  the  Bank  sought 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Cook's  name  from  the  list  of 


payment  in  cash.  The  Bank  was  then  merely  the 
equitable  mortgagee  and  could  nol  be  made  liable 
as  a  contribuloiy  ;  but  on  completion  of  the  trans- 
fer and  registration  it  became  a  shareholder  and 
members  of  the  Company.  It  altered  its  posi- 
tion after  notice,  but  the  correspondence  showed 
that  it  did  not  mean  lo  abandon  any  right  it  had 
acquired  by  estoppel,  and  he  therefore  thought  it 
was  necessary  to  consider  the  Bank's  position  as 
equitable  mortgagee. 

From  this  consideration  the  Chief  Justice 
deduced  that  raising  money  on  shares  by  de- 
posit of  the  certificate  and  execution  of  a  blank 
transfer  was  a  transaction  of  so  ordinary  a 
nature  as  to  be  fully  within  the  contemplation 
of  a  Company  when  it  issued  them  describ- 
ing them  as  fully  paid  up,  and  therefore 
the  Bank  in  this  case  had  acquired  a  right  to 
regaid  the  shaies  as  fully  paid  up,  at  least  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  advance  made  on  them. 
Had  the  Directois  lefused  registration  of  the 
transfer  under  Article  19  of  the  Memorandum  of 
Association,  it  seemed  to  him  they  would  have 
been  immediately  liable  lo  tlie  Bank  to  the  extent 
of  the  advances  made  on  the  shares.  By  register- 
ing the  transfer  the  Company  made  the  Bank  legal 
instead  of  equitable  mortgagee,  but  it  had  no  right 
by  so  doing  to  depreciate  the  security  the  Bank  had 
taken  in  reliance  011  its  representation.  The  Bank's 
estoppel  was  established  when  the  money  was  lent. 
As  a  registered  shareholder  it  was  entitled  as 
against  the  Company  to  regard  the  shaies  as  fully 
paid  up,  and  certainly  it  must  be  entitled  so  to 
regaid  them  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  liability 
which  it  bad  every  reason  to  suppose  would  not 
attach  to  their  security  at  the  time  they  first  took  it 
His  Lordship  then  dealt  with  Iwo  minor  points 
and  concluded  as  follows  :— The  liquidators'  sum. 


The  following  Programme  is  published,  in  ac- 
coidance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Conference, 
by  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  The  names 
of  the  readers  of  Papeis  and  couductois  of  Bible 
studies  will  be  announced  later  on  i  — 
Sunday,  5th  August. 
10  a.m. — Divine  Service,  with  Sermon,  by  the 

Rev.  G.  H.  Pole. 
7.30  p.m.— Divine  Service,  with  Sermon,  by  the 
Rev.  H.  T.  Graham. 

Monday,  6th  August. 
6-30 — 7  am!— -Prayer  Meeting. 
10—10.45  a-,r>- — Bible  Study. 

IO-45  — H-30  am- — Paper  (not  exceeding  25 
minutes)  and  Conference  on  the  subject: — 
"  Christ,  our  Pattern." 

7.30 — 8.30  a.m. — Devotional  Meeting. 

Tuesday,  7TH  August. 
6-30 — 7  a.m.  —  Prayer  Meeting. 
10 — IO.45  a-m- — Paper  (not  exceeding  20  minutes) 
and  Conference  on  "  General  Mission  Work 
in  the  Fuhkien  Province." 
IO.45 — H-30    a.m. — Paper    (not    exceeding  20 
minutes)    and    Conference    on    "  Women's 
Work  in  the  Fuhkien  Province." 
7.30 — 8.30  p.m. — Devotional  Meeting. 

Wednesday,  8th  August. 
6.30 — 7  a.m. — Prayer  Meeting. 
10 — 10.45  a.m.— Bible  Study. 

IO.45 — H-30  a-m-  —  Paper  and  Conference  on  tlie 
subject  : — "  Christ,  our  Sacrifice." 

7.30 — 8.30  p.m. — Devotional  Meeting. 

Thursday,  qth  August. 

6.30 — 7  a.m. — Prayer  Meeting. 

10 — 10.40  a.m. — Paper  (not  exceeding  20  minutes) 
and  Conference  on  "  The  growth  of  ilie 
Christian  Church  in  Japan  and  the  develop- 
ment of  its  Spiritual  Life." 

IO.45-H.30  a.m. — Paper  (not  exceeding  20 
minutes)  and  Conference  on  "  Women's  work 
in  the  Evangelisation  of  Japan." 

7.30—8.30  p.m.  —  Devotional  Meeting. 

Friday,  ioth  August. 

6.30 — 7  a.m. — Prayer  Meeting. 

10 — 10.45  a.m.— Bible  study. 

IO.45 — U.30  a.m. — Paper  and  Conference  on  the 

subject  : — "  Chiist,  our  Leader." 
7.30 — 8.30  p.m. —  Devotional  Meeting. 

Saturday,  iith  August. 
6.30 — 7  a.m. —  Prayer  Meeting. 
10 — 10.45  a.m. — Bible  Study, 

10  45 — 1 1-30  a.m. — Paper  and  Conference  on  the 

subject  :—"  Christ,  our  Life." 
7.30—8.30  p.m. —  Devotional  Meeting. 

Sunday,  I2th  August. 
10  a.m. — Divine  Service,  with  Sermon,  by  a  Mis- 
sionary from  China. 
7.30  p.m. — Consecration  Service,  with  Address  by 
the  President. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  April  11. 

There  have  been  five  weeks  of  drought  in 
Great  Britain,  Fiance,  and  Germany  and  great 
uneasiness  is  felt. 

Great  Republican  victories  have  resulted  at 
the  municipal  elections  of  a  number  of  Ameri- 
can States. 

(Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail.") 
[From  the  "  N.-C.  Daily  News." 


London,  March  31. 
President  Cleveland,  in  a  message  to  Con- 
gress explaining  his  reasons  for  applying  the 
veto  to  the  Bill  authorizing  the  coinage  of  the 
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seignorage  lying  in  the  Treasury,  says  that  the 
measure  was  ill-advised  and  dangerous  and 
would  cause  a  large  addition  to  the  silver  cur- 
rency  with  a  corresponding  reduction  ot  the 
gold  reserve. 

6  April  2. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  Sir  Richard 
Temple  asked  for  the  production  of  papers 
upon  Siam  and  declared  that  the  recent  joint 
action  of  Fiance  and  Russia  was  the  most 
serious  menace  upon  India  that  had  been  ob- 
served during  the  present  generation.  Sir  to- 
ward Grey,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  said  the  production  of  the  papers  was 
delayed  because  an  immediate  settlement  of  the 
questions  now  pending  between  France  and 
Siam  was  expected. 

April  3. 

Sir  William  Harcourt  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  the  Government  would  take  every 
occasion  to  promote  a  European  disarmament. 

Austria  and  Russia  have  concluded  a  provi- 
sional commercial  agreement  on  a  basis  of 
mutual  favoured  nation  treatment  until  July. 

Bismarck  was  feted  immensely  on  his  birth- 
day throughout  the  Empire.  The  Emperor 
William  sent  him  a  present  of  a  cuirass  ac- 
companied by  a  letter,  saying  that  a  steel  cuirass 
was  a  true  symbol  of  the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 

April  5. 

Sir  George  Treveleyan  has  introduced  a  Bill 
creating  a  Grand  Committee  to  deal  with  Scotch 
affairs.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  opposed  the  Bill, 
objecting  to  accentuate  national  differences. 

The  Canadian  tariff  imposes  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  a  pound  on  tea,  except  that  imported 
from  the  country  of  origin  or  sent  via  England 
for  the  purpose  of  obviating  adulteration. 

Austria  and  Germany  are  seeking  to  encourage 
a  bitter  feeling  between  France  and  Italy. 

April  6. 

The  U  S.  House  of  Representatives  have 
failed  to  pass  the  Seignorage  Bill  over  President 
Cleveland's  veto. 

The  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  King  of 
Italy  meet  at  Venice  next  Saturday. 

The  House  of  Commons  have  adopted  by 
180  votes  against  170  a  motion  introduced  by 
Mr  James  Henry  Dalziel,  Liberal  member  for 
Kircaldy,  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  legislation  for 
Scotland. 

April  7 

The  Behring  Sea  Award  Bill  has  been  read  a 
second  time  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  recent  bomb  explosion  at  the  restaurant 
Toyot,  Paris,  was  terrific  and  the  windows  of  the 
Senate  House  were  smashed,  besides  hundreds 
elsewhere  in  the  same  street.  The  notorious 
anarchist  Mennier,  who  is  believed  to  be  im- 
plicated in  the  outrage,  has  been  arrested  in 
London  after  a  most  desperate  resistance. 


before  the  tablet  of  the  deceased  throughout 
ihe  night  of  the  30th.  The  Government  is 
watching  the  movements  and  behaviour  of  the 
Tai  Won-kun  and  the  adherents  of  the  deceased 


CHESS. 


!  Ch»*.s  Kimtok.) 


(From  Japan«ss  Papers.) 

Osaka,  April  10,  12.12  p.m. 
A  Korean  letter  dated  the  1st  inst.,  concern- 
ing the  assassination  of  Mr.  Kim  has  reached 
here.     It  states   that  the  Ming  family  were 
greatly  delighted  upon  receiving  the  report  of 
the  untimely  death  of  the  unfortunate  Korean 
refugee.    The  King  at  once  ordered  the  pro- 
motion of  Kyo  Sho-u,  the  assassin,  to  a  high 
position  in  the  army,  and  Mr.  Sai  Ki-un,  the 
newly  appointed  Koiean  Consul  in  Shanghai, 
who  has  been  staying  at  home  on  leave,  was  com- 
missioned to  proceed  10  Shanghai  with  a  Royal 
Message  and  to  escort  Kyo  to  Korea.  During 
the  night  of  the  31st  lilt,  the  Ming  family  inquired 
of  Mr.  Otori,  the  Japanese  Minister,  as  to  the 
best  method  for  obtaining  the  release  of  Kyo 
from  the  custody  of  the  Shanghai  Mixed  Court. 
The  head  of  this  powerful  iiouse  gave  a  ban- 
quet the  previous  night  to  a  number  of  friends 
to  celebrate  the  death  of  Mr.  Kim.    The  Mings, 
however,  are  falling  into  disfavour  through  their 
actions.    The  adherents  of  the  late  Mr.  Kim 
are  holding  secret  meetings  in  various  pails  of 
the  capital,  and  it  is  said  that  certain  persons 
have  sworn  to  murder  Kyo  on  his  arrival  in 
Korea.     The  death  of  Kim   is   greatly  re- 
gretted by  the  Tai  Won-kun,  who  did  obeisance 


Nagano,  April  12,  3.32  p.m. 
A  slight  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  in 
Saku  District  at  nine  o'clock  last  night,  the 
volcano  Asama  emitted  rumblings  at  the  same 
time. 

Kobe,  April  12,  3.30  p.m. 
The  Directors  of  the  Sanyo  Railway  Co.  have 
decided    to    distribute   yen    156,000  among 
shareholders  as  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  45  Per 
cent,  per  annum. 

Osaka,  April  12,  2.36  p.m. 
Mr.  AsanoTokuzo,  an  attache  in  the  Foreign 
Office,  arrived  here  yesterday  on  his  way  to 
Korea. 

Kobe,  April  12,  1.05  p.m. 
Mr.  Inouye,  Minister  of  Education,  arrived 
here  last  nignt  from  Kyoto,  and  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  Suma.  He  returned  this  morning 
and  after  inspecting  the  Commercial  School  and 
the  Middle  School  went  to  Suma  again.  He 
will  visit  Okayama  to-morrow. 

Shanghai,  April  11,  12.17  p.m. 
A  Korean  official  from  Tientsin  reached  here 
on  the  7th,  and  it  is  said  took  the  murderer, 
Kyo  and  the  remains  of  Kim  Yo-Kyiin  to  the 
Chinese  man-of-war  Seiwa-go,  which  left  for 
Jinsen  the  same  day. 

Osaka,  April  11,  11.40  p.m. 
A  Korean  message  dated  the  7th  has  arrived 
stating  that  Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister,  has 
been  telegraphically  instructed«by  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  to  remain  in  Soul  until  the 
Kim  assassination  affair  is  settled.  The  mes- 
sage further  reports  that  the  head  of  the  late 
Mr.  Kim  will  be  exposed  to  public  view  at 
various  important  towns  in  the  Kingdom. 

Osaka,  April  11,  4-3°  P-In- 
A  Shanghai  despatch  under  date  the  7th 
states  that  the  murder  of  Kim  was  at  once  re- 
ported to  the  Viceroy  Li,  and  the  latter  is  said 
10  iiave  replied  in  terms  of  approbation  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  assassin,  at  the  same  time 
givin°-  instructions  that  the  trial  should  be 
conducted  so  as  to  end  in  favour  of  the 
murderer. 

Shanghai,  April  13. 
The  Consuls  of  various  countries  at  this  port 
have  agreed  to  memorialise  the  Chinese  Go- 
vernment, through  the  Foreign  Representatives 
in  Peking,  to  advise  the  Korean  Government  to 
properly  punish  Hong,  the  assassin,  and  not  to 
subject  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Kim  to 
ignominious  treatment.  Steps  were  taken  to  put 
this  resolution  into  operation  at  once. 

Jinsen,  April  12. 
The  Chinese  man-of-war  Jsei  arrived  here 
to-day  from  Shanghai  with  the  murderer,  Hong, 
and  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Kim.  Both 
were  immediately  removed  to  a  steam-launch, 
which  is  expected  to  journey  up  the  Hang  river 

to-morrow.  ' 

Soul,  April  13. 

Kim's  remains  and  Hong  arrived  here  this 

afternoon. 

-  Osaka,  April  13. 
The  latest  Korean  intelligence  states  that  two 
Chinese  war-ships  put  into  Nanyo  harbour  on 
the  Qth  and  were  accorded  a  hearty  reception 
by  the  Korean  soldiers.  It  is  said  that  neither 
of  the  vessels  carried  the  corpse  of  the  un- 
fortunate Korean  refugee.  Mr.  Kim  Shite-tsu 
will  shortly  arrive  in  Japan  on  business  con- 
nected with  the  Korean  assassination  affair. 
Mr.  Yu,  the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires  in 
Tokyo,  is  expected  to  arrived  at  Fusan  on 
the  10th,  and  at  the  capital  on  the  15th. 
The  object  of  his  return,  it  is  said,  is  to  in- 
form his  Government  of  the  judicial  steps 
taken  by  the  Japanese  authorities  in  reference 
to  the  attempt  upon  the  life  of  Mr.  Boku. 


(Ml  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  til 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p."'- 


The  Tokyo   Chess  Club  meets    at   the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  of  Probi.km  No.  116. 
white.  black. 
I--R  to  B  8  (ch.)  1— K  moves  (best) 

2_R  to  O  R  8  (ch.)         2— K  X  R 

3—  Q  to  B  8  (ch.)  3— K  moves  (best) 

4—  O  to  Q  B  5  (ch.)         4— Pinleiposes 
(Queen  cannot  take  y 

011  account  of  the  re- 
sulting stalemate) 

5—  Q  X  B  P  (ch.)  and  draws 
by  pei  petual  check  ; 

if  4— K  moves 

5— Q  checks  at  B  8,  as 

"before  (move  3). 
Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega,  Digam- 
ma,  Aling,  and  J.D.  (the  other  solution  won't  do 
because  K  would  not  take  R  but  escape  to  Kt  3 
and  win). 

Aling,  who  is  also  credited  with  correct  solution 
of  No.  115,  will  find  the  position  refened  lo  quite 
sound  if  lie  places  the  Black  P  on  K  6  instead  of 
K  3.    His  ingenious  supposition,  however,  is  not 

far  from  the  truth  !   

Problem  No.  1 18. 
By  W.  E.  Perry. 


HI  fH  B^li 
si   B  A ill  M, 

IIP  ^  ill  g  n 


m  is 


Wil  ITS. 

White  u>  play  and  mate  in  two  moves. 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  let  our  readers  have  a 
review,  by  one  of  our  local  players,  of  Mr.  James 
Mason's  masteily  woik  on  the  "Principles  of 
Chess  "  next  week. 

We  regret  to  find  some  misprints  in  our  last 
week's  game  (Hodges  v.  Pilsbury).  Black's  33rd 
move  should  be  K  to  B  3  and  White's  last  move 
R  to  Kt  2.   

End  Gamb  No.  5 
La  Strategic  publishes  the  following  beautiful 
ending  as  a  specimen  of  the  play  of  the  late  Hen 
Jean  Dufresne,  by  whom  the  game  was  won  from 
Herr  D.  Harrwitz. 

The  diagram  shows  the  position  after  Black's 
(Harrwitz's)  21st  move: — 

Black. — Harrwitz, 


White.— Dufkesne. 
The  play  proceeded  as  follows  : — 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

22—  Kt  to  K  B  6  ch 

23—  R  takes  Kt  ch 

24 —  Q  takes  P  ch 


25— P  takes  P 
26  — Q  takes  R 

27 —  K  to  R  sq 

28—  R  tu  K  Kt  sq 

29—  Q  to  K  8 

30—  P  to  B  7, 

And  Hanwitz.iesigued 


22 —  P  takes  Kt 

23 —  P  takes  R 

24 —  K  10  R  sq 

25—  R  to  K  B  2 

26—  R  to  K  Kt  sq 

27—  Q  to  K  Kt  4 

28—  B  takes  P 

29—  K  lo  R  2 
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Gamk  No.  123. 
Ii  will  lie  rrmembeied  that  in  the  tliiid  game  of 
1 1 1  e  Walbrodt  Delmar  match  VValbrodl  began  willi 
his  King  and  Queen  misplaced,  and  did  not  dis- 
cover his  mistake  until  he  had  made  mote  than 
four  moves.  It  was  then  decided  that,  as  the  match 
was  being  played  in  accordance  with  the  roles  in 
Staunton's  Companion,  the  game  must  pioceed. 
Thereupon  Walbrodl  laised  the  question  of  his 
light  to  castle.  Drlmai's  umpire  held  that  lie 
could  not  castle,  but  his  own  umpire  held  that  he 
could.  The  point  was  submitted  to  the  referee, 
who  ruled  that,  inasmuch  as  the  White  King  was 
standing  on  a  squaie  fiom  which  be  could  not 
legally  castle,  Walbrodt  had  foi  feiled  the  privilege 
of  castling.  The  following  is  the  score  of  the 
game  :  — 

Place  the  White  K  on  Q  sq.  and  the  White  Q  on 
K  square.  • 

BLACK. 


WHITE. 
Walbrodt. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  P  to  O  4 

3—  Kt  tot)  B  3 

4—  B  to  K  Kt  5 

5—  B  lakes  Kt 

6—  P  to  K  5 

7—  P  to  K  B  4 

8—  P  lakes  P 

9—  K  Kt  to  K  2 
10 — Q  to  Kt  3 

11  — Kt  to  B  sq. 

12—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

13—  B  to  Q  3 

14 —  K  K  to  B  sq. 
is;—  Q  to  B  2 

16—  P  to  Q  R  3 

17 —  K  to  B  sq. 

18—  Kt  to  Q  2 

19—  Q  to  Kt  3 

20 —  Kt  to  O  sq. 

21—  P  to  B  3 

22 —  B  to  B  2 
23  —  K  takes  B 

24—  QtoQ3  . 

25 —  R  to  B  sq. 

26—  R  takes  P 

27 —  Kt  lakes  Kt 

28—  Q  to  K  2 

29—  Kt  to  B  2 

30 —  Kt  to  Kt  4 

31 —  Q  takes  P 

32—  R  takes  Q 

33—  Kt  to  R  6 

34 —  Kt  takes  P 

35—  K  to  Kt  3 

36—  R  to  Q  Kt  sq. 

37—  R  lo  K  R  4 

38—  R  takes  R  P 

39—  R  to  K  5 

40—  P  to  K  R  4 

41 —  R  to  K  sq. 

42—  P  to  R  5 

43—  P  to  R  6 

44—  R  to  K  7 

45—  P  to  R  7 

46 —  P  Queens 

47—  Q  10  R  sq 

48—  R  takes  Q 

49—  K  to  B  4 

50—  K  to  Q  5 


Delmar. 

i  — P  to  K  3 

2—  P  to  O  4 

3—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

4 —  B  to  K  2 

5—  B  takes  B 

6—  B  to  K  2 
7_p  to  O  B  4 

8—  B  take's  P 

9—  B  to  Q  2 
10— P  to  K  Kt  3 

11  — Kt  to  B  3 

12  — B  to  K  2 

13—  P  toQ  R3 

14 —  Q  to  B  2 

15—  Castles  Q  R 

16—  K  to  Kttq. 

17—  Kt  to  R  4 

18—  B  to  B4 

19—  B  to  Q  5 

20—  B  to  R  5 

21  — R  to  Q  B  sq. 

22 —  B  takes  B 

23—  P  to  K  Kt  4 

24 —  B  to  R  2 

25—  P  takes  P 

26—  Kt  to  B  5 

27—  P  lakes  Kt 

28—  K  R  to  Q  sq. 

29 —  R  to  Q  4 

30—  Q  R  to  Q  sq. 

31—  Q  takes  Q 

32—  P  to  K  R  4 

33—  R  takes  P 

34 —  R  to  K  7  ch. 

35—  R  (Q  sq.)  to  Q  7 

36—  P  to  K  4 

37—  P  to  K  5 

38—  R  takes  P 

39—  P  to  K  6 

40—  P  to  K  7 

41—  B  to  Kt  3 

42 —  K  to  R  2 

43—  B  to  B  2 

44—  B  to  Kt  6 

45 —  B  takes  R 
46  — B  to  Kt  6 

47 —  P  Queens 

48—  R  takes  P  ch 

49—  P  to  Kt  4  ch 

50—  R  (Q  Kt  7)  to  Q 
7  ch 

51 —  B  takes  R 

52—  R  (Q  7)  to  K  7 

53 —  R  to  Kt  3  ch. 

54—  R  (K  7)toKKt7 


51—  K  to  B  6 

52 —  Q  takes  B 

53 —  Q  to  R  4 

54—  Kt  10  Q  6 

55 —  Q  10  K  7  ch 

And  Delmar  resigns. 
Referring  to  the  above  game  it  is  not  often  that 
we  find  a  wrongly-set  board  in  a  match  between 
master-players.  It  is  an  interesting  study  to  see 
how  Walbiodt  overcame  his  difficulties  when  thus 
handicapped. 

In  the  glorious  days  of  the  Divan,  a  not  over- 
clean  spectator  seeing  Boden  and  Bird  playing 
without  money  passing,  said  :— "  Mr.  Boden,  I 
am  so  glad  lo  find  that  you  do  not  care  for  filthy 
lucre."  Glancing  up  at  the  speaker,  Boden  replied 
in  a  gentle  tone  : — "  It  is  not  to  the  filthy  lucre  I 
object,  but  to  the  filthy  looker  on  !  " 


LA  JEST  SHIPPING. 


8th  April, —  Kobe  7th  Apiil,  General. —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

ffohushiti  StttfU  1  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka, 
8lb  April,— Yokkaicbi  71I1  Apiil,  Geneial.— S. 
Oka. 

Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tooque, 
8th  April, — Hongkong  30th  March,  Nagasaki 

41I1  April,  and  Kobe  71I1,  Mails  and  General. — 
P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 

10th  April, — Otai  u  via  ports  5th  Api  il,  General. 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Penelope,    British  schooner,  69,   McGiaw,    I  Dili 

April, — Victoria,  B.C.,  382  Seals. — Captain. 
Suminoye  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  856,  K.  Koii, 

loth  April, — Sakala,  General.  —  Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
1 1  ih  April, — Yokkaicbi  iotb  April,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Hideyoshi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  465,  S.  Asai, 
nth  Api  il,  —  Newch wang,  General. — Mitsui 
Bussan  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  nth  April, — Kobe  10th  April,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  nth  April,  —  Kobe  10th  April,  Ge- 
neial.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 
121I1  April, — Hongkong  via  ports  4th  April, 
Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 
121I1  April, — Olaiu,  Coal. — S.  AsanoSr  Co. 

Ocean  Belle,  British  schooner,  84,  T.  O'Leary, 
12th  April, — Put  Back,  82  Seals. — Captain. 

Shinagavoa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 
Shimadzu,  12th  April, — Hakodate,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
121I1  April, — Yokkaicbi  nth  April,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  C.  Olsen, 
13th  April, — Otai  u  via  ports  8th  Api  il,  General. 
—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Yarra,  French  steamer,  2,126,  de  Maubeuge,  13th 
April, — Marseilles  4th  Match,  Hongkong  51I1 
April,  Shanghai  9th,  and  Kobe  12th,  Mails  and 
General. — Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 

Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,298,  Swain, 
1 3 ill  Apiil, — Shanghai  and  ports  7th  April, 
Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


ARRIVALS. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  7th 

April, —  Moji,  Coal. —  Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,  7th  Aprii, — Otaru  via  ports  3rd  April, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
AsagaoMaru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.Walter, 


Baltimore  (14),  U.S.  flagship,  Captain  W.  R. 
Btidgmann,  7th  April, — Shanghai  via  Kobe. 

Salazie,  French  steamer,  4,016,  A.  Paul,  71I1  April, 

— Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. — 

Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Hohushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S-  Oka, 

9th  April, — Otaru,  Ballast. — S.  Oka. 
Pallas  (20),  cruiser,  Captain  A.  MacLeod,  9th 

April, — Hongkong. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   1,512,  C. 

Young,  91I1  April, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H,  Walter, 
10th  April, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Marion  (7),  U.S.  corvette,  Captain  C.  V.  Gridley, 
iotb  April, — San  Francisco. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,350,  Conner, 

10th  April, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 

General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Glenavon,    Biitish  steamer,  1,191,  A.  J.  Jacobs, 

nth  April, — London  and   Biemen,  via\  ports, 

General. — Jardine,  Matheson  be  Co. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 

nth  April, — Yokkaicbi  via  Handa,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Gerda,  German  steamer,  1,243,  Ehlers,  nth  April, 

—  Hamburg  via  ports,  General. — Simon,  Evers 

&  Co. 

Josephine,  American  schooner,  16,  Geo.  W.  Gale, 
nth  April, —  Noith  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — 
Captain. 

Penelope,  British  schooner,  69,  L.  McGrath,  12th 
Apiil, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
12th  April, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompson,  251I1  April, — Otaru  via  ports,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Cyclops,  British  steamer,  1,403,  Bun,  rath  April, 
—  Loudon  via  pods,  Geneial. — Bultei  field  Sc 

Swire, 

ToVOthima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
MalSUmOtO,  131I1  Apiil, —  Kobe,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Ttttl'Uga  Maru,  Japanesesteainer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
131I1  April, — Yokkaicbi,  General.  — Nippon  Vn- 
sen  Kaisha. 

Shinagawa    Maru,    Japanese   sieamer,    952,  G. 

Shimadzu,  13th  April,  —  Hakodate,  Geneial.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Ocean  Belle,  Biitish  schooner,  84,'!'.  O'Leary,  141I1 

Apiil, — Noith  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.  — Captain. 
Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 

141  h  April, — San  Fiancisco,  Mails  and  General. 

— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Verona,  Biitish  steamer,  1,878,  C.  U.S.  Tocque, 

141'n  April, — Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Nagasaki, 

Mails  and  General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Otai  u  via  ports: — 3  passengeis  in  second  class 
and  38  passengers  in  steerege. 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  fiom  Hongkong 
via  ports:— Mr.  Dalton,  Mr.  G.  Austin,  Mr.  G. 
Harding,  Mr.  P.  Nicosia,  Mr.  J.  Tienes,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hewetson,  Miss  Castognet,  Miss  Ban  y,  Dr. 
Henderson,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  Colonel 
and  Mis.  Spearman,  Miss  Sutherland,  Miss 
Young,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  Mr.  D.  Fraser, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Easton,  Colonel  Stock,  Mr.  Portusack, 
Mr.  J.  Ormiston,  Mrs.  Chum  See,  Miss  Wong 
See  and  three  children,  Mr.  Armand  Jonet,  Mr. 
P.  A.  Nicolle,  and  Mr.  Ah  Clio  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  from  Otaru 
via  poi  ts  : — Messrs.  Laffin,  McKardy,  Haiada, 
and  Yamasaki  in  cabin;  5  passengers  in  second 
class,  and  29  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  from  Hongkong  via 
ports  : — For  Nagasaki  :  Mrs.  Fawkes  and  maid 
in  cabin.  For  Kobe:  Lieut.  F.  L.Wood,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Ray,  Mr.  J.  Orange,  Mr.  J.  Ellertou,  Mr. 
Watley,  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  in  cabin.  For 
Yokohama:  Mi.  Murray,  Mis.  Mm  ray,  Master 
Murray,  Mr.  H.  G.  Brookings,  Mrs.  Brookings, 
Miss  Wallace,  Miss  Lamden,  Mr.  Barrett,  Mrs. 
Barrett,  Miss  Hogg,  Miss  C.  G.  Hogg,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mrs.  Paine,  Miss  A.  Paine,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Crane, 
Miss  L.  Crane,  Miss  G.  Crane,  Mr.  Berry,  Mrs. 
Beuy,  Mr.  H.  Palmer,  Mr.  S.  S.  Schilizzi,  Mr. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Dickson,  Miss  Chamney,  Mr.  J. 
McWilliams,  Mr.  A.  Puget,  Mr.  j.  Guest,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Noble,  Mr.  A.  C.  Read,  and  Rev.  H. 
Loomis  in  cabin.  For  San  Francisco  :  Mr.  A. 
Helgenberger,  Rev.  Mr.  Graves,  Mrs.  Graves, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Morton,  and  Mr.  D.  D.  Grant  in  cabin. 

Per  French  steamer  Yarra,  from  Marseilles  via 
ports  :  —  Don  Jose  Caro,  Mr.  Eiki  Hioki,  Mr. 
Okanit,  Mr.  Nioto  Ogata,  Mrs.  Yonai,  Messrs. 
Cudencl,  Delmas,  Becker,  Marguis,  nurse,  and 
3  infants,  Cren  Derheiin,  Ovize,  Le  Roux,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Earnshard,  Mrs.  San  Pedro,  and  Mr. 
Wong  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  ports: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Takabatake, 
Lieut.  Aimoto,  Dr.  Hat  t  is,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Turner 
in  cabin  ;  Mrs.  Usui,  Miss  Ah  Tai,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Takabatake,  Messrs.  M.  Yamashita,  Z.  Wada, 
M.  Yoshida,  I.  Sugihara,  and  T.  Takase  in  second 
class,  and  28  passengeis  in  steerage.  For  Ame- 
rica : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  and  daughter,  Mrs. 
Hancock,  and  Miss  Eda  C.  Bond  in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Salazie,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Mr.  E.  H.Sharp,  Mr.  John  Fox,  Miss  A. 
T.  Rowe,  Messrs.  Culty,  Holozet,  de  Villeneuve, 
Rapadzi,  G.  Adachi,  Mrs.  K.  Adachi,  Messrs. 
Iditti,  Iso  lliragaki,  S.  Oki,  Emile  Chalas,  S. 
Nishimura,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Morales  et  Hyosa, 
Mrs.  Marguente  Payen,  Messrs.  J.  F.  I.owder,  J. 
Samson,  and  S.  McGinity  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports  : — Mrs.  Skerrett,  Miss  Skerrett, 
Miss  E.  Skerrett,  Mrs.  Wilson,  Mr.  Kwong  Yuin, 
Mr.  Shin  Tong  Lun,  Mr.  Ling  Shin  Shing,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Baird,  Mr.  Kuzumi,  Mrs.  Lovatt  and  son, 
Miss  Van  Lear,  Miss  G.  Guinness,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Taylor,  Mr.  Todd,  Rev.  R.  L.  Halsey,  Mr. 
R.  J.  Kirby,  Mr.  Stutchbury,  and  Rev.  Ballagh 
in  cabin  ;  Messrs.  N.  Iwasaki,  Toyoti,  and  Seki 
in  second  class,  and  42  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  for  San  Francisco  : 
—Mr.  Chas.  H.  Atwood,  Mr.  H.  P.  Blancbard, 
Mr.  Oito  Beidek,  Hon.  L.  Flower,  Mr.  T.  Fuku- 
I  hara,  Mr.  H.  Farmiloe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves, 
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Mr  D  D.  Gram,  Mr.  Hermann  G'ieff,  Mi.  A. 
Heiyen be.  ger,  Mi.  N.  Kobolake,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Morton,  Mr.  M.  R.  Martineau,  Mr.  Y.  Matsuo, 
Mr  S.  C.  Meeidink,  Mr.  N.  Soma,  Mr.  H.  a. 
Sawyer,  Mr.  E.  A.  SJiedd,  Miss  Thorn,  Mr.  Chas. 
B.  Tyler,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  in  cabin. 

Per  British  sleamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Mis.  F.S.James,  Miss  E.James,  Master 
F.James,  Miss  D.James  and  European  nu.se, 
Mr  C  P.  Wl.itcombe,  Miss  Wlutconibe,  Mr.  R. 
Tie'nes,  Mi.  and  Mrs.  J .  Wilson,  Mrs.  Steele's 
three  children,  and  European  mil  se ,  Staff-Surgeon 
Kidd,  Miss  McGlew,  Mess.s.  F.  S.  Goodisori,  F. 
S  James,  J.  M.  Collum,  Happer,  J.  O.nuston, 
and  P.  Nicosia  in  cabin  ;  4  Chinese  and  child  111 
steerage. 

CARGOES. 

Per  French  steamer  Salazie,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe  :— Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  829  bales  ;  Waste 
Silk  for  Europe,  92  bales.  Treasuie  for  Kobe, 
$102,000;  for  Shanghai,  $2,500. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  po.  ts  :— Treasure,  $181,700.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  for  San  Francisco:— 

T  K  A  . 

,  A  N  NEW  MON-  OTHER 

YORK.  CHICAGO.  TRRAL.  CITIES.  TOTAL. 


at  10.30  a.m.;  thence  moderate  N.E.  winds  and 
continued  thick,  hazy  weather  and  heavy  rain  up 
to  arrival  at  Yokohama  the  13th  April  at  5  p.m. 


I  longltong 

Total.. 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

Yokohama 


total 


'54  — 

42 

—         —  196 

"54  — 

42 

SILK 

SAN 

f  K  A  NCISCO  . 

/ore. 

HARTFORD.    1  i.  1  *  L. 

639 

—  639 

367 

—  367 

37o 

—  370 

1.375 

—  ",37<5 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  197  bales;  Waste  Silk,  139  bales. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE   N  K  XT   MAIL   IS  DUE 


From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ... 

From  America   

From  Canada,  &c.  ... 

From  America   

From  Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   

From  America   

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong   

From  America   


per  N.  Y.  K. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 

per  N.  D.  Lloyd 
per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

per  M.  M.  Co. 
per  O.  &  O.  Co. 


Friday,  April  20th. 
Sunday,  April  15th.* 
Sunday,  April  15th. t 
Saturday,  April  aist.J 
Thursday,  April  igth.S 
Thursday,  April  19th. || 
Saturday,  April  aSt/h.f 

Wed'day,  April  18th  ** 
Sunday,  April  22nd. 

Sunday,  April  29th. 
Sunday,  May  6th. 


•  Ciry  0/  Peking  left  San  Francisco  on  March  agth.  f  Empress 
0/  India  left  Vancouver  on  April  3rd.  t  City  of  Sydney  left  San 
Francisco  on  April  4th,  S  Empress  nf  China  left  Hongkong  or 
April  nth.  II  City  of  Km  de  Janeuo  left  Hongkong  on  April  12th 
f  China  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  April  10th.  **  Kurn- 
beig  left  Hongkong  on  April  12th.  The  English  mail  is  on  board 
the  steamer  I'ictoria.   

THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVBS 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  April  16th. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  April  17th. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  D.  I.loyd  Friday,  April  20th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  April  20th 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash          per  N.  P.  Co.  Friday,  April  20LI1. 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  April  21st. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  April  21st. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  April  28th. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Friday,  May  4th. 


ICICHOSKNR. 
Market  steady  and  quotations  unchanged.  No 
very  great  sales  to  report,  although  it  is  said  thai 
about  40,000  cases  Russian  have  been  disposed  of. 
No  sales  in  American.  The  steamer  Windsor  has 
taken  about  30,000  cases  on  to  Kobe  :  thus  reduc- 
ing stock  here  to  about  470,000  cases. 

Chester    J I -724  to  1  -75 

Comet    1 .70   to  1 .724 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.674101.70 

Russian  Moon    1.65   to  1.674 

SUGAR. 

Brown — Arrivals  have  exceeded  sales  and  prices 
are  down  for  China  and  Manila  brands.  Present 
stock  over  16,000  piculs.  White — Small  business 
but  quotations  well  maintained. 

PER  P1CUL. 

Urown  Talcao    14-75  to  4-8o 

Brown  Manila    5-3°  to  5.40 

Brown  Daitong   3-70  to  3.75 

Brown  Canton    4-5°  to  4.55 

White  ]ava  and  Penang   7.10  to  7.20 

WhiteKelined   7.50109.50 


REPORTS. 
The  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  Captain 
C.  Young,  repo.ts  :— Left  Ota.u  the  2nd  April  at 
noon;  had  moderate  N.W.  winds  and  fine  wea- 
ther to  Hakodate,  arriving  the  31  d  at  7.48  a.m. 
and  left  the  41I1  at  8  a.m.;  had  light  ya.  iable  airs 
and  pleasant  weather.  An  ived  at  Oginohama  the 
6th  at  5.42  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  1. 53 
p.m.;  had  light,  va.  iable  airs  and  fine  weather. 
A.  lived  at  Yokohama  the  71I1  Apiil  at  2.5  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  Captain 
Eksl.and,  leporls:— Left  Olaru  the  51I1  April  at 
2  p.m.;  had  fiom  moderate  to  strong  S.W.  and 
W.  winds,  and  overcast  weather.  An  ived  at 
Hakodate  the  6lh  at  8. 30  a.m.,  and  left  the  8th  at 
8  a.m.;  had  light  southerly  winds  to  midnight  on 
the  9th  ;  fresh  N.N  E.  winds  and  misty  rain. 
Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  9th  at  6.30  a.m.  and 
left  the  same  day  at  1.20  p.m. ;  had  calm  and  fine 
weather  ;  thence  to  midnight  moderate  east  and 
westerly  winds  and  misty  rain.  A.  rived  at  Yoko- 
hama the  ioth  April  at  1. 25  p.m. 

The  Biitish  steamer  Oceanic,  Captain  W.  M. 
Smith,  lepoits: — Left  Hongkong  and  Macao  the 
4th  Ap.il,  Nagasaki  the  8th,  and  Kobe  the  X  1th- 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  I2lh  April  at  7.59  a.m. 
Passage  from  Kobe,  I  day,  3  hours,  17  minutes. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  Captain 
C.  Olsen,  repoits  :— Left  Olaru  the  8lh  April  at  2 
p.m.;  had  light  westei  ly  winds  and  fine  weather 
llirougho.it  the  passage.  Arrived  at  Hakodate 
the  9'.h  at  8  a.m.  and  left  the  nth  at  8  a.m. ;  ex- 
perienced light  south-easle.  ly  winds  and  misty 
weather.  Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  I2lh  at  5.40 
a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  12. 13  p.m.;  had 
moderate  southeily  winds  and  clear  weather  to 
Inuboye;  thence  S.E.  winds  and  drizzling  rain 
and  misty  weather  to  port.  Time  of  arrival  the 
13th  April  at  12.20  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  Cap- 
lain  R.  Swain,  repoits  :— Left  Shanghai  the  71I1 
A  pi  il  at  noon  ;  had  moderate  N.E.  winds  and  dull, 
cloudy  weather,  increasing  to  fresh  N.E.  gale  ac- 
companied with  strong  sea,  dull,  gloomy  weather 
and  frequent  heavy  rain  showers,  moderating  to 
light  breeze,  dull,  cloudy  weather  and  continued 
showers,  to  arrival  at  Nagasaki  the  9th  at  8.45 
a.m.  Left  Nagasaki  the  same  day  at  9.30  p.m.; 
had  continued  N.E.  winds  and  cloudy  but  fair 
weather,  ai  1  i ving  at  Shimonoseki  the  loth  al  10.20 
a.m.  Left  Shimonoseki  the  same  day  al  2.20 
p.m.;  had  light  vai  iable  winds  and  fine,  clear 
weather  to  approaching  no:  thei  11  passage  ;  thence 
moderate  N  E.  winds  and  continued  fine,  clear 
weather  up  lo  ariival  at  Kobe  the  nth  at  10  a.m. 
Left  Kobe  the  I2lh  at  5  30  a.m.  ;  had  modei  ate 
N.E.  winds  and  dull,  cloudy  weather;  passed 
Oshima  at  3.30  p.m.  with  strong  easterly  gale, 
high  sea  ami  continuous  heavy  rain,  continuing 
up  to  Rock  Island,  which  was  passed  on  the  13th 


L  A  TES  T  C  OMMER  CIA  L . 


IMPORTS. 
A  dead  market  for  ihe  time  being  with  no  sales 
at  all  during  the  week.  Some  enquiry  for  gib 
Shirtings,  which,  however,  has  not  led  to  business 
Nothing  whatever  done  in  Yarns  or  Piece  good 
(either  Cotton  or  Woollen)  with  Ihe  exception  o 
ihe  customary  contracts  for  Italian  Cloth  0 
special  makes  for  summer  delivery.  All  quota 
lions  remain  nominal  until  a  fair  start  is  once  more 
made. 

co  11  on  iMECf.  <;ooi>s. 


PBR   P  I ECE. 


Cifcy  Shillings— 8411.,. 1»i  yds.  3ui11cl.es 
Grey  Shirting*— 0.1b.  3»4  yis.45i11cl.es 

I .  Clolli— 7 Ih,  24  y a.  ds,  32  inches   

Indigo  Shillings— 12  ya.ds,  44 inches... 
P.ints— Assorted, 24  yards,  30incl.es... 
Cotton — Italians  and  Salteens  I  Hack,  32 

inches   

Velvets — It  tack,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  ya.ds,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.41b,  24/25  yards, 

joincl.es   

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3lb,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5II),  24/25  yards, 
32  inches   

WOOL I. HNS. 

flannel  

Italian  Cloth,  30  ya.ds,  32  inches  best 
Italian   Cloth,   30   ya.ds,  32  inches 

Medium  

Italian   Clolh,   30  yards,  32  i iiches, 

Common   

Mousseline  de  I.aine— C'.ape,  ».)  ya.ds  , 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilot.-,,  54  %  5fii11cJ.es   

Cloths— Presidents,  5  |  rtS  so"  inches  ... 

Cloths— Union,  54  (g  56  inches  

ittaiiltelfi— Sea.  let  and  Green, 4  to  3  J  Hi, 

pei  lk   ,..  i^'iji 

I  III  Kill  V  A  1 1  r  1  s . 

Nos.  167:14,  Oulinaty   

Nos.  1      4 ,  Medium   

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to'lteal  »  

Nos .  1 6/2  I,  [level  fle   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary  

Nos.  28132,  Medium   

Nos.  38/32,  Good  lb  Hesl  

Nos.  38/  |2,  Medium  to  Hest   

No.  32s,  Two-fold   

No.  |2S,  Two-fold   


No.  20s,  Hoi.ihay 
No.  ifis,  Bomhav 


$2.40 
2.60 
1 .70 
1 .70 
»  75 


to  2  90 
to  3  35 
to  2.00 
to  2  35 
to  3  75 

PER  YA  KI)  . 
Ol6      tO  O  21 

6.85  to  9,1.5 
0.85    to  1.00 

PER  PIECE. 

1.55   to  1.70 

I  .80  to  2,10 
2,35  to  2.80 
3  00   to  3.20 

PER  YARD. 

$0,274  it.  0.45 

O.35  to  0.40 

0  30  to  0.35 

0.25  16  0.30 

0.15  1 11  u  2  2  4 

0.35  to  0.50 
0.60  to  0.f>5 
0.40    lo  0.70 

0  45    '•'  0  S7i 

PER  PICUL. 

$38.00  to  39  00 
39-50  to  40.50 

41 .00  to  42.00 
42.00  to  43.00 
43.00  to  44  00 
46  00  to  47.00 
45.00  to  46.00 
52.00  to  54.00 

PK.t  MA  I.  K  . 


MKIAI.S. 

Everything  quiet  and  no  fresh  sales  of  moment. 
Holders  are  firm  but  dealers  are  trying  for  a  reduc- 
tion in  prices. 

PER  P.CUI. . 

I'lat  Mais,  4  inch    »3  6°  to  3.65 

flat  Mais,  4  inch    3  7°  to  3-75 

Round  and  !.'|ua.  e  U|.  to  i|  inch    3.60  lo  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  asso.led    3  7°  to  3. So 

Sheet  Iron   4  75  to  5  00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9-2°  to  9.80 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6  00  to  6.25 

Tin  Platen,  |>er  I. ox   6.10  lo  6. 30 

P i u  Iron,  No.  3    '7°  t°  •  -75 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  6th  instant,  since  which 
date  settlements  on  this  market  amount  to  533 
piculs,  divided  thus:  filatures,  392  piculs;  Re- 
reels,  34  piculs;  Kakeda,  107  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  112  bales,  making  the  total 
business  of  the  week  650  piculs. 

Again  there  has  been  less  doing.  Advices  from 
consuming  mai  kets  are  not  brilliant,  and  a  fluctuat- 
ing exchange  has  interfered  with  business.  After 
a  decided  fall  from  the  rales  current  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  quotations  have  once 
more  risen  to  those  at  fool,  making  silk  lay  down 
in  the  home  markets  at  comparatively  high  prices. 

The  demand  for  Europe  has  fallen  off  con- 
siderably and  there  seems  no  enthusiasm  in  the 
American  market.  The  prospect  is  that  holders 
must  reduce  their  quotations  considerably  if  they 
wish  lo  do  any  business  in  the.  near  future. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  present  slate  of 
affairs  with  those  of  a  year  ago.  Then  Filatures, 
Shinshiu,  of  the  first  grade,  were  done  al  $1,020, 
with  exchange  2/9  ;  now,  they  '*  hang  fire"  at  $820, 
with  exchange  2/ if.  At  that  date  also  Extra 
Filatures,  fine  size,  weie  done  at  $1,135,  vvitll 
exchange  on  Lyons  fcs.  3.48  ;  now,  similar  silks  can 
be  bought  at  $840,  with  exchange  fcs.  2.69.  Our 
present  stock  is  over  7,000  piculs,  against  1,500 
piculs  last  yeai ,  and  theie  is  every  prospect  of  a 
good  crop.  Taking  all  these  things  into  con- 
sideration, it  seems  improbable  that  there  can  be 
much  life  infused  into  the  trade  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  season. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  French  mail  Salazie,  71I1 
instant,  taking  829  bales  for  Europe.  This  de- 
parture makes  Ihe  present  export  figures  39,479 
piculs,  against  44,829  piculs  last  year  and  44,805 
piculs  ill  the  previous  year. 

Hanks. — No  movement  of  any  kind. 

Filatures. — The  bulk  of  the  irade  has  again 
been  in  this  class,  good  silks,  fine  size,  fetching 
$810,  with  assorted  parcels  at  various  figuies 
down  to  $730.  In  full  sizes,  spring  reelings  have 
been  taken  into  godown  on  the  following  bases 
(bul  we  understand  that  some  of  them  have  since 
been  1  ejected)  :  Shinshu,  Kaimeisha,  $820  ;  Rujo- 
kan,  $810;  Tokosha,  $790;  Koshu,  Yajima,  $810. 

Re-reels. — A  very  small  business  by  foreigneis 
amounting  to  34  piculs.  Koriyama,  second  quality, 
$740,  with  Yechigo,  $710.  Direct  exporters  have 
laken  some  few  parcels  Joshu  at  full  rales. 

Kakeda. — These  have  maintained  their  position 
fa  illy  well,  and  while  holdeis  are  inclined  to  he 
Cunenl  for  other  kinds  of  silk,  appear  to  be 
saleable  at  full  rates  :  Horsehead  I  are  said  to 
have  been  done  as  high  as  $735;  Cowhead  I,  $730; 
Horsehead  II,  $700. 

In  olher  soits  no  business. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No.  1 4  (   — 

Hanks — No .  2  ( Shinshu  )    — 

Ha. .lis — No,  2  (  Joshtl)     

Hanks— No.  24  (Shinshu)    

Hanks— No.  2\  ( joslui)    — 

Hanks — No.  2j  to  3     

I  \ a n Irs — No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  34    — 

Filatures— lCxlra  10/12  deoiers   Nom.  $850 

Filatures — Kxtra  1 3/1 5  denii-i  s    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1,  10/.3  denieis   $830  to 

Filatu.es — No.  1,  13/15,  14/irt  den   820  to 

Filatures— No.  14,  10/14  deniers    760  to 

Filatures — No.  .  i, ,  13/lfi,  14/17  den   760  to 

Filatures — No.  2,  .0/15  deniers    730  to 

Filatures — No .  2,  1  | / 1  f!  deniei  s    730  to 

Filatiues — No.  3,  1  1/20  denieis    700  to 

Re-reels— Kxtia    — 


S40 
S30 
770 
770 
740 
740 
710 
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Re-ieels— fOalllt)  ll«»t  Mo.  i   Num. 

Re  i  eels — No.  i,  •  S/'i Si  1  <l*«l*'«  

Re-ieels — No.  ij.  i  (/in.  i  |/l / «f •fltMtfi  

He-ieels—  No.  1,  •  4 /  ■  S  .Icnicit.  

Re-reels — No.  t\,  1 4/ 1 H  ileutei  s   

Re-ieels — No.  1,  1  |/t0  ilenieix   

Kalleilns — t'.xlm  ...   

Uulieilas — No.  1   

K«k«daa — No.  14   

Kakadas— No,  1   :  

Kaicrdas — No.  14   

Kakedaa — No.  j   

Kakeilas — No.  it   

Kahedas  —  No.  4   

Oslui  Sendai—  No.  1 1  

tiainatauki — No.  1,  2   Nom, 

liamatliiki — No.  3,  4    Nom. 

•iodai — No.  2)  


770  lo 
740  to 
720  to 
700  to 
(S70  to 
7H0  to 
750  to 
720  to 

f'QO  tO 

670  to 


7S0 

75<> 

730 
710 

080 
790 

760 

730 

700 

6S0 


MxpiHl  Khw  Si  Hi  ladles  lo  131I1  Api  il,  iHg.1. 

S...OII    .  H  ,  ;    ,  H ,_,  ,  .      iS.jjgi  iS,,i 


lllllO|IO   22,294 

America    '5.9^2 


I  «.i«i 


(  H«len  38,27ft 
(  PtcirfV  39.479 

Satllaiueiila  ami  Illicit  )  '  |x"jQn 

Export  f  1 0111  1st  I  illy    )  ^  ' 
Stock,  13th  April   7,200 


11  •  1  >• . 
'7,53' 
26,517 

44,048 
44.829 

44.950 
1,500 


'6. '54 
2  7,644 

43.798 
44,So5 

44.°5o 
5,350 


A  vailalil.e  mipplies  to  dale  47,400        46,450        50. 000 

WASTE  SILK. 

A  small  tiade  amounting  to  350  picnls,  divided 
llnis  : — Noshi,  150  picnls  ;  Kibiso,  199  picnls  ; 
Tama-ito,  I  picul.  No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

The  demand  has  fallen  vei  y  light  and  although 
there  is  a  heavy  stock  here,  dealers  refuse  lo 
enleitain  the  offers  which  shippers  aie  able  lo 
make.  The  slock  is  up  to  16,000  piculs,  with 
plenty  more  in  the  country,  and  we  ihink  that 
holders  must  accept  lower  pi  ices  if  Ihey  want  to 
move  at  all. 

There  has  been  one  shipping  oppoitunily,  the 
Salazie  taking  92  bales  various  Waste  for  Europe. 
The  present  export  figures  are  24,403  piculs, against 
37,697  piculs  last  year,  and  27,628  piculs  in  the 
prevous  year. 

Noshi. — Small  purchases  in  Filature,  medium 
grade,  $127,  wilh  Oshu,  fail'  quality,  $137^  ;  Te- 
gara,  $122^;  Mino,  $I02-|.  Nothing  done  in 
Joshu,  holders  asking  extravagant  pi  ices  for  very 
poor  assoitnient. 

Kibiso. — The  principal  business  has  been  in 
Filatures,  medium  quality,  at  $95.  A  small  parcel 
supei  ior  bringing  $111. 

In  other  kinds,  nothing  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — (iood  to  Uest   — 

Mosfii-ilo — Filature,  Uest    $145  to  150 

Moshi-ito — Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noslii-ito — Osiui,  (iood  to  Uest    130  to  140 

Noshi-ito — Shinslui,  Heat    — 

Noshi-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   100  to  105 

Noshi-ito — Shinshu,  Medium    go  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Husliu,  (iood  to  Ileal   120  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Joshu,  liest    — 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — joshu.  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kibiso — Filatuie,  Uest  selected    105  to  1 15 

Kihiso — Filatuie,  Seconds   95  to  100 

Kibiso — Oshu< Good  to  Best    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  fiest   — 

Kibiso — Shinshu.  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to 

Kibiso — Ilachoji,  Good    35  to 

Kibiso — Ilachoji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vlatvata —  Good  to  Uest  ,.  170  to  180 

Kxpoi  1  Table  VVasle  Silk  lo  13II1  Apiil,  1894.;  — 

S.AlOH  1893-94. 

t3  I  C  II  I.  S  . 

SijU    21,172 

  3,23' 


35 
30 
30 


w 


.1  Co.  , 


24,403 


1802-93. 

1891-93. 

I'm:  11 1.1. 

Fin  in... 

35,005 

25.533 

2,692 

2,095 

37,697 

27,628 

42,950 

30.250 

2,850 

8,350 

45,800 

38,600 

bcttlell.o.lla  -lid  IJU eel  \    2g  Q 

b.xpoi  t  irom  1  s t  July  ) 
Stock,  13th  April    16,000 

A  vail  able  supplies  lo  date  42,250 

Exchange  has  fluctuated  from  day  today  closing 
at  the  following  rales:  —  London,  ^in/s.  Credits, 
2/if;  Documents,  2/if;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/lf.  New 
Yoi<K,3od/s.  U.S.  $52  ;  4111/s.  U.S.  $52!.  Paris, 
or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.69;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.70. 


Estimated  SUU  Mock,  13th  April,  ioy4;  — 

Will  ».  PlcuLa. 

Cocoons   170 

Noshi-ito    8,560 

Kibiso    6,760 

Mawata   150 

Sundries    360 


>:uiils 

Hanks    'O 

Filatures    3, '90 

'■ie-reeis   3.080 

<al<eda    8qo 

Osnu    •  7 

Yavsaam  Kinds  ...  13 


Total  piculs    7,200 


Total  piculs  16,000 


TEA. 

Hetwet'ii  seasons,  and  only  a  ii-tail  l.ii'iiiis 
doing.  Tin;  expoit  to  IOlh  instant  was  29  millim 
pounds  against  29}  millions  at  same  date  last 
year.  Tasteis  are  now  waiting  for  Nrw  L»*.if 
which  will  commence  to  arrive  dining  the  latte 
half  of  this  moil  ill, 


EXCHANGK. 

Exchange  has  fluctuated  considerably  and  closes 
weak  at  ihe  undermentioned  lales  :  — 

Steilinp — Hank T.T   2  oil 

MciIiiik  —  Hani,  I'llls  wo  demand    2  0} 

Sleiliny  —  Hank  4  months'  sight    2  /  ■  j 

Sterling — Private  4  montlia'  si^i.t   2/18 

Steiling — I'rivale  6  months'  nijfhl   3/ 1 J 

On  Paris — Hank  sight   a.6o 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2.69 

On  Hongkong — Hank  sighl    Par. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    1  '/„  dia. 

On  Shanghai — Hank  sight    72 J 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73 4 

On  India — Hank  sight   181 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight   ..    184 

On  America — Hank  Hills  on  demand   ...   504 

On  America — Private  Jo  days'  sight    51} 

Oil  America — Piivale  4  months'  sight   52J 

On  Germany — Hank  sight    2.u 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.20 

Bar  Silver  (London)    28} 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  k  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 


7E  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work. 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 

March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  155.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.G. 

MONEY  AND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any. 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEV  ANDTKADE." 

MONE  Y  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

rI^IIK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resott  in  the 
1  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  ihe 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
Disti  ict,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
coveied  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATK!8tiS0iy$ 


The  sweetest  of  all  sweet  odours.  The 
original    and    only    true    Essence  is 
Atkinson's.   Beware  of  Imitations. 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

When  of  good  quality  Eau  da  Cologne  is 
one  of  the  most  refreshing  Perfumes. 
Atkinson's  English  make  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  finest. 
01  all  liealers. 
J.  &  B.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
.  blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Hark,  J 
^  .  a  "  White  Eose,"  and  address  in  fnll 


January  13th,  1894. 
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oontractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATEN  T  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are :  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel . 

2.  i'irst-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  1  ates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  buildSteam  Launches  of  every  description, from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carr^  ing  on  yachils  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
l  ugs,  Stem  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c  ,  Vc.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  i£  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  p.nver,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, 180,0,  in  competition  onen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  I7I, QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, E.C 
May  7th,  1891.  '  y. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  I  ills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says — "I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Falcir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says — "  I  had  with  me  »  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la»t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  Mayist,  1890. 


Awarded  Colo  Medal  Ltool  Ihtern'l  Exhibition,  I88G. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 


AGGOS 


RICHMOND 
CAVEIMDESH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixture," 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug-  Cavendish} 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■■UkbllBhed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stem  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 

ASK  POP. 


UEBIG  COM  PAN Y  S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  .Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Bine  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  grood  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


Sola  Throughout  the  World. 
N.B.-  ASK   FOR   PINNEFORP'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
— also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of/  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 

forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager. 


April  231  <1 .  1893. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  talten  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guaranteeor  good  faith.  It  isparticulariy  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same:  and  that  literarv 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  April  2ist,  1894. 


BIRTH. 

On  the  18th  inst.,  at  No.  38,  Bluff,  the  wife  of 
Duncan  McNeill,  Barrister-at-L;iw,  of  a  Son. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 

Vicomte  de  Bondy,  of  the  French  Legation,  is 
leaving  Japan  for  good. 

The  Charity  Ball  at  the  Rokumei-kan  on  Tues- 
day was  highly  successful. 

Small-pox  is  very  prevalent  in  Shizuoka,  Naga- 
saki, and  Kagoshima  Prefectures. 

Asama  volcano  has  developed  some  activity 
during  the  week,  throwing  up  pumice  stone  and 

ashes.   

Some  strict  regulations  have  heen  drawn  up  in 
order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  rinderpest  in  Japan 
this  year.   

An  American  sealing  schooner  is  reported  to  he 
aground  on  a  shoal  not  far  from  the  coast  of 
Hokkaido.   

M.  Siknkiewicz,  the  French  Minister,  is  leaving 
Tokyo  to  take  the  position  of  Commissioner  of 
the  Danube. 

Mr.  Inouye,  Minister  of  Education,  is  still 
touring  through  Sanindo,  inspecting  various 
scholastic  institutions. 


Mr.  Omigashira  Teijiro,  Japanese  Consul  at 
Vancouver,  now  on  leave,  has  heen  released 
from  his  post  at  his  own  request. 


Numerous  fires  have  taken  place  in  Tokyo  of 
late,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  much  pro- 
perty and  several  lives.  In  one  case  it  is  sus- 
pected that  a  whole  family  was  murdered  and 


then  their  house  set  on  fire  in  order  to  cover 
the  miscreant's  crime. 

Twelve  of  the  eighteen  men  reported  missing 
from  the  American  sealing  schooner  Retriever 
have  arrived  safely  in  Yokohama. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Emperor  intends  visiting 
Sanindo  this  year  in  response  to  the  request  of 
the  Govemorj  of  those  localities. 


The  Doshin  Kaisha  of  Yokohama  is  again  in 
trouble,  and  as  a  result  of  the  disputes  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Kawn.se,  is  said  to  have  resolved  to 
resign. 

The  remains  of  the  late  Kim  Ok-kyttn  have 
been  submitted  to  ignominous  treatment  in 
Korea  and  exhibited  to  the  public  veiw  upon 
a  traitor's  gibbet.  

Thk  rumoured  changes  in  the  organization  of  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  have  been  announced. 
They  consist  in  a  readjustment  of  offices  and 
duties  along  with  various  transfers  of  officials. 

H.I.M.  the  Emperor  inspected  the  men-of-war 
now  in  Yokosuka  during  the  week,  and  wit- 
nessed some  torpedo-boat  manoeuvres.  H.I.M. 
the  Empress  visited  the  Naval  Yard  on  the  19th 
inst.   

The  Spring  Regatta  of  the  Imperial  Uuniversity 
Boat  Club  took  place  on  the  Sumida-gawa  on 
Saturday  and  provided  some  good  sport.  The 
Championship  of  the  River  was  won  by  the 
Law  College. 

The  Ma  line  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  stranding  of  the  Nagalo 
Marti  on  Saratoga  Spit,  in  March  last,  has 
reprimanded  the  master,  Richard  Pender,  but 
returned  his  certificate. 


Thr  troubles  between  Japanese  Guilds  and 
Messrs.  Rosenthal  and  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Samuel 
Samuel  and  Co.,  have  been  amicably  arranged, 
and  some  complimentary  banquets  to  the 
foreign  firms  are  announced. 

A  Japanese  cook  who  lost  his  temper  over  his 
daily  accounts  suddenly  left  the  service  of  his 
master,  Mr.  Chope,  and  then  sued  the  latter 
for  a  week's  wages.  The  Assistant-Judge  of 
H.B.M.'s  Court  disallowed  the  claim. 

Korea  has  settled  her  diplomatic  misunder- 
standing with  Japan  with  reference  to  the  with- 
drawal of  her  Charge  d  Affaires,  and  Japan  has 
acknowledged  the  Secretary  of  the  Korean 
Legation  as  Charge  d' Affaires  in  Tokyo  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Minister  from  Soul. 

The  leading  residents  of  Omi  and  Wakasa  Pro- 
vinces propose  constructing  a  railway  to  run 
between  Otsu,  in  Shiga  Prefecture,  and  Obama 
m  Fukui  Prefecture,  a  distance  of  forty-two 
miles.  Stations  are  to  be  built  at  Katada,  Saka- 
moto, Imatsu,  Kumagawa,  and  Miyake.  ' 

A  Chinese  passenger  on  board  the  City  of 
Peking  murdered  a  fellow-countryman  when  the 
vessel  was  two  days  out  from  San  Francisco  after 
wounding  the  Chief  Engineer  and  a  saloon  boy 
While  the  depositions  were  being  taken  by  the 
U.S.  Consul  in  Yokohama  on  Tuesday,  the  man 
made  a  desperate  attack  on  the  Chief  Officer  of 
the  Peking.  The  murderer  will  be  taken  back 
to  ban  Francisco  for  trial. 


It  has  been  officially  announced  that  the  British 
Navy  is  to  be  Strengthened  sothat  itshall  be  equal 
to  the  combined  fleets  of  any  two  other  Powers. 
Several  Royal  and  Imperial  visits  have  taken 
place  m  Italy  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic 
during  the  past  ten  days.    The  British  Govern- ' 


incut  intends  to  retain  possession  of  Uganda  by 
means  of  a  local  administration.  Sir  Win. 
Vernon  Harcourt  lias  announced  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  it  is  not  the  Government's  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  Home  Rule  measure 
for  Scotland.  The  Canadian  tea-duties  are 
causing  some  dissatisfaction  both  in  London 
and  Canada.  The  Riaz  Ministry  has  resigned 
in  Egypt,  and  Nubar  Pasha  takes  the  Premier- 
ship— both  of  which  steps  are  acrimoniously  dis- 
cussed by  the  French  Press.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons has  read  a  second  time  a  bill  introduced 
by  Colonel  Nolan,  and  supported  by  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  repeal  of  the  Coercion  Act  of  1887. 
The  House  of  Lords  has  passed  the  Behring 
Sea  Award  Bill. 


There  is  not  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
Import  trade,  scarcely  anything  having  been 
done  in  Yarns  or  Shirtings  during  the  past 
week.  The  spurt  in  heavy  descriptions  of  the 
latter  during  the  previous  interval  was  entirely  for 
bargains  to  "arrive,"  "  spot  "  transactions  having 
been  wholly  eliminated  from  recent  business. 
Fancy  Cottons  and  other  lines,  including 
Woollens,  are  mostly  neglected,  the  exception 
being  that  Woollen  Italians  and  Mousselines 
have  met  with  a  small  spasmodic  demand.  For 
many  articles  quotations  are  nominal  through 
lack  of  business  to  decide  values.  In  the  Metal 
market  there  is  no  change  in  the  position  what- 
ever, and  holders  have  little  inclination  for 
contracts  at  fixed  rates  of  exchange.  The 
Kerosene  trade  is  not  brisk,  there  being  iittle 
enquiry,  but  prices  show  no  change.  A  cargo 
of  Bato  um  Oil  arrived  per  steamer  Volute  during 
the  week.  The  arrival  of  Brown  Sugar  having 
more  than  kept  pace  with  sales  has  had  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  stock  and  keeping  down 
values,  there  now  being  a  very  large  supply  ;  and 
Whites  are  in  moderate  demand  at  late  rates. 
The  Silk  trade  has  about  dwindled  to  its  lowest 
span  since  the  opening  of  the  present  season,  the 
business  of  the  week  put  through  by  foreign 
shippers  being  less  than  one  hundred  piculs, 
though  this  amount  has  to  be  increased  by  226 
piculs  direct  export  to  make  up  the  total  ship- 
ments. The  stock  still  stands  at  7,500  piculs, 
while  there  is  certainly  a  good  deal  of  Silk  still 
up  country,  and  the  new  crop  is  advancing 
apace  ;  and  if  the  China  and  Italian  crops  turn 
out  plentiful  and  good,  there  will  be  but  a 
poor  outlook  for  holders  of  the  present  slock 
in  Japan.  A  glance  at  the  position  of  the  Silk 
market  last  year  at  this  date  is  interesting.  With 
a  stock  then  of  little  over  a  thousand  piculs  and 
most  of  the  best  down  from  the  interior,  fine 
size  Filatures  were  held  for  $1,200  with  ex- 
change on  Lyons  at  francs  3.49,  while  to-day 
the  same  quality  Silk  finds  no  buyer  at  $800  with 
exchange  on  Lyons  at  francs  at  2.70.  Evidently 
buyers  in  Europe  and  America  are  waiting  for 
reports  in  regard  to  new  production,  and  specula- 
tion is  dead.  Notwithstanding  a  good  enquiiy 
for  Waste,  holdersare  hard  to  deal  with  and  much 
less  has  been  done  than  would  have  been  the 
case  had  small  concessions  to  would-be  buyers 
been  granted.  The  enormous  stock  remains 
at  nearly  16,000  piculs=six  times  the  quantity 
at  same  date  last  year.  Holders  cheerfully 
carry  the  heavy  stock,  but  it  is  predicted  that 
quotations  must  fall  before  anything  like  large 
transactions  can  take  place.  The  weather  has 
been  most  favourable  to  the  new  Tea  crop,  the 
last  week  especially  having  been  favoured  with 
fine  growing  weather,  and  by  the  end  of  this 
month  pickings  will  be  probably  heavy.  The 
American  mail  steamer,  which  leaves  to-day, 
takes  a  few  sample  shipments  of  new  Tea  for 
various  quarters  aggregating  probably  thirty 
piculs.  Exchange  rallied  a  point  or  two  early 
in  the  week,  but  has  again  declined  to  about  last 
week's  rates. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  question  of  Treaty  Revision  lias  again 
come  to  the  front.    People  seem  to  believe  that 
the  negotiations  with  England  have  been  nearly 
completed,    and   even  that  ratification  of  the 
revised  Treaty  will  take  place  before  the  open- 
ing 0!  the  Diet's  session.    But  it  is  evident  that 
this  idea  is  not  founded  on  any  definite  inform- 
ation. The  rumours  circulated  are  of  the  vaguest 
imaginable  description.    In  (ruth,  public  suspi- 
cion seems  to  have  been  awakened  principally, 
if  not  entirely,  by  the  unexpected  proclamation 
of  the  abandonment  of  Consular  Jurisdiction  in 
the  case  of  Hawaii.    Nothing  had  been  known 
of  these  negotiations  until  the  appearance  of  the 
Imperial  Ordinance  announcing  their  comple- 
tion.   It  was  at  once  supposed  that  the  measure 
was  probably  a  device  to  sound  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Revision,  and 
that  the  next  surprise  would  come  in  the  shape 
of  a  revised  treaty  with  England.  "Suspicion 
breeds  demons,"  as  the  Japanese  proverb  says, 
and  in  this  case  the  rumours  circulated  by  the 
vernacular   press    on   the   strength  of  mere 
suspicions  verify  the  saying.    The  excitement 
thus  caused  is  already  beginning  to  subside, 
but  the  journalistic  discussions  evoked  by  the 
incident  deserve  brief  notice,  as  they  serve  to 
show  the  attitude  of  a  part  of  the  nation  to- 
wards this  important  question.    Some  of  the 
articles  have  already  been  reproduced  sepa- 
rately,   together   with  our   own  observations 
on  the  general  attitude  of  the  metropolitan 
papers.     We  there  stated  that  the  principal 
ground  of  the  Opposition  journals'  complaints 
against  the   imaginary  treaty  with  England, 
was  that  the  Japanese  Government  seemed  dis- 
posed to  grant  the  privilege  of  Mixed  Residence 
in  return  for  the  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdic- 
tion alone,  leaving  the  question  of  tariff  autonomy 
very  much  in  the  same  state  as  at  present. 
At  the  time  we  made  these  observations  the 
Opposition  journals  seemed  to  be  united  in 
demanding  the  recovery  of  tariff  autonomy,  so 
that  Japan  might  enjoy  freedom   to  fix  her 
customs  duties  by  her  own  legislative  act.  But 
according  to  articles  subsequently  published, 
the  organs  of  the  Progressionist  Party  appear  not 
disinclined  to  approve  tiie  system  of  conventional 
tariffs,  provided  that  reciprocity  be  secured.  Such 
is  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Mainichi  Shim- 
bun  and  Lhe  Kokumin  Shimbun.    An  absolutely 
mistaken  view  on  the  subject  has  been  express- 
ed, however,  by  a  certain  class  of  papers,  which 
write  as   though   the  existing  treaties  entirely 
deprived   Japan  of  her  inherent  right  to  fix  her 
customs  rales.    This  erroneous  notion  has  been 
promptly  combatted  by  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun,  which    points  out   that  Japan's  right  to 
alter  her  customs  duties  remains  unimpaired 
even  under  the  existing  treaties,  the  only  res- 
traint imposed  on  the  exercise  of  her  right  being 
the  necessity  of  proceeding  by  means  of  conven- 
tion.  The  same  is  true  of  most  Western  Powers. 
With  them  also  it  is  customary  to  fix  tariff  rates 
by  means  of  treaties,  except  in  the  case  of  states 
engaged  in  a  war  of  retaliatory  tariffs.  These 
rare  cases  apart,  the  principle  of  international 
amity  requires  that  no  distinction  be  made  be- 
tween different  treaty  Powers  in  respect  of  tariff 
schedu'es.     The  Nichi  Nichi  in  conclusion 
reminds  its  contemporaries  of  the  folly  of  re- 
presenting Japan's  case  in  blacker  colours  than 
really  belong  to  it.    *  *  * 

Of  all  the  Opposition  papers,  the  Hocht 
Shimbun  alone  has  preserved  toward  this  sub- 
ject an  attitude  of  calm  indifference.  It  chides 
its  contemporaries  for  the  excitement  they 
have  manifested  in  discussing  the  question. 
Their  extravagant  zeal  is  not  indeed  inex- 
cusable, in  view  of  their  well-founded  ap- 
prehension lest  the  country's  cherished  rights 
and  interests  be  betrayed  by  a  weak  and 
temporizing  Cabinet  like  the  present  one.  But 
the  Hochi  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  reason 
why  the  allied  parties  should  devote  their  whole 
energy  to  this  question  on  the  basis  of  vague 
and  incredible  rumour,  when  practical  problems 
of  vital  importance  demand  immediate  atten- 
tion.   It  does  not  itself  pretend  to  have  any 


definite  information  on  the  subject,  but  it  is 
convinced  that  no  foundation  exists  for  the  ru- 
mour that  negotiations  with  England  have 
made  such  progress  that  the  ratification  of  the 
new  treaty  may  possibly  be  effected  before  the 
opening  of  the  approaching  session  of  the  Diet. 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  Instead 
of  wasting  precious  time  and  energy  for  the  sake 
of  what  is  remote  and  uncertain,  the  allied 
sections  of  the  Opposition  and  their  organs 
are  advised  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  con- 
sideration of  problems  that  press  for  immediate 
solution;  as  for  example,  the  questions  to  be 
discussed  in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet 
with  a  view  to  the  demolition  of  clan  Govern- 
ment and  the  establishment  of  Parly  Cabinets. 


Concerning  the  abolition  of  Consular  Juris- 
diction in  the   case  of    Hawaiian  citizens  in 
Japan,  the  Opposition  journals  as  well  as  the 
majority  of  the  independent  papeis  comment 
unfavourably.    They  are  united  in  blaming  the 
Government  for  having  granted  the  privilege 
of  Mixed  Residence  without  regaining  in  ex- 
change the  right  of  fixing  the  rates  of  customs 
duties  by  legislation.    Having  thus  established 
a  precedent  for  exchanging  Mixed  Residence 
against  the  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction, 
Japan— say  these  journals — would  have  to  agree 
to  a  similar   arrangement,   should  it  be  de- 
manded of  her  by  any  other  Treaty  Power. 
So  far  as  Hawaii  is  concerned,  it  does  not 
matter  much  for,  besides  being  a  small  state, 
its    people    are    not    likely    to    come  here 
in  any  numbers.    But  the  question  deserves 
serious  attention  on  account  of  its  important 
bearings  upon  Japan's  relations    with  other 
Treaty  Powers.     The  Opposition  papers  threa- 
ten that  the  matter  will  be  brought  up  in  the 
coming  session  of  the  Diet,  in  the  form  of 
either  a  Representation  to  the  Government  or  an 
Address  to  the  Throne.    One  of  these  papers, 
the  Hochi  Shimbun,  acknowledges  that  the 
question  is  only  of  secondary  importance,  since 
it  is  not  likely  either  that  any  other  Power  will 
apply  for  the  opening  of  the  interior  on  the  same 
condition,  or  that,  even  if  such  demand  be  made, 
the  Japanese  Government  would  easily  agree  .0 
it.     It  maybe  supposed,  then,  that  the  Hochi 
blames  its  contemporaries  for  making  much  ado 
about  nothing.   Far  from  it.   The  Progressionist 
organ's  conclusion  is  that  the  noise  made  on  so 
insignificant  a  topic  proves  how  little  sense  of 
security  the  people  feel  in  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  Government ! 

* 

*  * 

The  Radical  organ,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  is  in- 
clined to  welcome  the  revision  of  the  Hawaiian 
treaty  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  hopes, 
however,  that  the  Government  will  not  be  satis- 
fied with  any  such  easy  achievement,  but  will 
take  prompt  measures  to  accomplish  Revision 
with  the  Powers  of  Europe  and  America. 
* 

*  * 

In  consequence  of  having  written  in  this  rather 
favourable  manner,  the  J iyu-to  was  ridiculed 
by  some  of  the  Progressionist  papeis,  and  it  ap- 
parently felt  the  edge  of  their  sarcasm  very 
keenly,  for,  in  its  usual  inconsistent  and  flip- 
pant manner,  it  hastened  to  explain  away  its 
former  approbation  of  the  Governments  mea- 
sure, and  avowed  that  in  speaking  of  the  Hawai- 
ian treaty  as  being  practically  a  treaty  on  equal 
terms,  it  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  really 
such.  The  Jiyu  states  in  a  later  article  that 
it  will  be  opposed  to  any  treaty  in  which  tariff 
autonomy  is  not  restored  to  Japan. 

The  Korean  assassination  affair  still  continues 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  vernacular  press. 
The  preliminary  examination  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  case  has  been  concluded,  and  Li  and  his 
accomplices  will,  it  is  said,  be  prosecuted  on 
the  charge  of  attempted  murder.  It  is  reported 
that  the  Korean  Government  denies  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Royal  Seals  stamped  on  the  com- 
missions in  the  possession  of  Li  Isshoku.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  seals,  the 
Japanese  papers  refuse  to  acknowledge  that  the 
Korean  Government  is  not  connected  with  the 
plot  of  assassination.  Some  go  so  far  as  to  urge 
the  Government  at  once  to  open  negotiations 


with  Korea  to  obtain  ample  satisfaction  from 
her    on    account    of    the    attempt    made  to 
violate    the   sovereignty  of  this    country.  In 
order    to   open    such    communications    it  is 
not  necessary — says  the    Niroku  for  instance 
— that  Korea's  connection  with  the  criminal 
scheme  be  established,  the  fact  that  the  Japa- 
nese public   believes  in   such    connection  is 
sufficient.    For  this  article,  the  Niroku  has  been 
suspended.    Most  of  the  other  papers  write  in  a 
calmer  and  more  moderate  manner.    But  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  so  much  as  one  journal 
prepared  to  deny  that  the  Korean  Government 
should  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  plot  of 
assassination.    The  mutilation  of  Kim's  corpse, 
in  the  face  of  the  united  advice  of  the  foreign 
diplomatists  at  Soul  as  well  as  of  the  Consuls 
in  Shanghai,  and  the  favourable  reception  of 
Hong  Tjyong-ou,  the  murderer,  have  not  les- 
sened the  suspicion  originally   entertained  by 
the  Japanese  against  the  Korean  Government. 
These    circumstances,    taken    in  conjunction 
with  the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires  conduct,  and 
the  fact  that  Li  Isshoku  spent  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  object  a  sum  of  money  totally  beyond 
his  own  means,  are  considered  by  the  verna- 
cular press  sufficient  grounds  for  demanding  re- 
paration from  the  Korean  Government.  Such 
at  least  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Jiji 
Shimpo  and  other  papers  of  the  better  sort. 


The  promulgation  of  Emigration  Regu- 
lations has  been  welcomed  with  unfeigned 
approval  by  the  vernacular  press.  All  the 
papers  are  united  in  recognizing  the  im- 
portance of  these  Regulations  for  the  protec- 
tion and  proper  control  of  labour  emigration 
to  foreign  countries.  The  Nippon  alludes 
at  some  length  to  similar  enactments  in  Euro- 
pean countries,  especially  Germany,  England, 
and  Switzerland.  It  believes  that  the  Regula- 
tions just  issued  are  modelled  on  the  Swiss 
Law  of  1888.  Pending  the  abolition  of  Con- 
sular Jurisdiction,  these  Regulations  will  have 
no  binding  force  upon  foreign  residents  secretly 
engaged  in  sending  Japanese  labourers  abroad. 
The  Authorities  are  advised  to  pay  special  atten- 
tion to  the  prevention  of  the  evils  arising  from 
this  state  of  things. 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  approved  the  opportune 
promulgation  of  these  Regulations.  But  it  hopes 
that  the  Authorities  will  so  enforce  them  that  an 
unnecessary  check  may  not  be  given  to  the 
growth  of  an  enterprising  spirit  in  the  country. 


* 

*  * 


Among  the  organs  of  the  allied  sections  of 
the  Opposition,  there  are  some  which,  while 
recognizing  the  importance  of  the  Regulations, 
are  inclined  to  think  that  the  matter  ought  to  have 
been  embodied  in  the  form  of  a  law  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Diet.  For  they  believe  that  some 
of  the  provisions  restrain  "the  liberty  of  abode, 
and  of  changing  the  same,"  guaranteed  by  the 

Constitution  (Art.  XXII.). 

* 

*  * 

It  being  the  fashion  with  the  allied  sections 
of  the  Opposition  and  their  organs  to  declare 
that  the  present  Ministers  of  State  are  unfit  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  the  Admini- 
stration, the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  challenges 
the  leaders  of  these  parties  to  go  into  the  presence 
of  the  Emperor  and  recommend  to  His  Majesty 
such  persons  as  they  may  think  suitable  for  the 
Ministerial  posts.  What  is  the  use,  indignantly 
asks  the  Nichi  Nichi,  of  perpetually  obstructing 
the  smooth  conduct  of  the  administration  with 
vague  charges  of  want  of  confidence  ?  If  either 
Count  Okuma  and  Count  Itagaki  or  Viscount 
Shinagawa  really  think  that  those  now  in  power 
are  unworthy  of  high  ^  trust,  he  ought  to  offer 
advice  to  His  Majesty,  for  his  rank  entitles  him 
to  approach  the  Throne.  Perhaps  the  leaders 
of  the  Opposition  sections  will  say  that  the 
Ministers  ought  to  resign  of  their  own  accord. 
But  the  Nichi  Nichi  points  out  that  the  Mini- 
sters can  not  and  will  not  take  such  a  step,  as 
they  believe  themselves  capable  of  carrying  on 
the  Government  of  the  country.  Consequently, 
the  only  way  in  which  the  Opposition  leaders 
can  bring  about  a  change  of  Cabinet  is  by  re- 
commending suitable  successors  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Emperor. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 

Mr.  Ahk.i  Iwanic,  the  introducer  of  the  cele- 
brated Representation  on  Strict  Enforcement  of 
the  Treaties,  has  been  interviewed  by  a  writer 
on  the  staff  of  the  Niroku  Shimpo.  lie  ex- 
plains that  he  does  not  regard  Strict  Enforce- 
ment of  the  Treaties  as  the  sole  method  of 
effecting  Treaty  Revision.  lie  counts  it  as  one 
only  of  the  three  most  powerful  means,  the  two 
others  being  development  of  the  country's 
strength  and  invigoration  of  the  people's  spirit. 
Last  year,  he  observes,  the  Great  Japan  Union 
devoted  itself  to  opposing  the  immediate  opening 
of  the  interior  for  Mixed  Residence.  But  the 
question  of  Mixed  Residence  is  of  Secondary 
importance  compared  with  that  of  Treaty  Re- 
vision. Consequently,  he  and  his  fellow  thinkers 
will  this  year  concentrate  their  attention  on  the 
conclusion  of  absolutely  equal  treaties.  In 
undertaking  the  task  of  Revision,  it  is  necessary, 
he  declares,  that  Japan  should  be  prepared  to 
denounce  the  treaties  in  case  peaceful  means 
fail  to  acheive  her  object.  It  will  be  seen  from 
this  brief  resume  of  Mr.  Abei's  somewhat  prolix 
conversation,  that  a  noteworthy  change  for  the 
better  has  taken  place  in  his  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  Treaty  Enforcement. 


Some  of  the  poorer 
posing  themselves  to 
coious  jealousy  about 
has  been  pleased  to 


Doshi  Seisha  who  are  understood  to  he  more  01 
less  inclined  to  return  to  the  Radical  camp.  See- 
ing thai  many  of  the  members  ol  the  two  political 
factions  are  now  absent  from  the  capital,  it  may 
be  safely  predicted  that  the  arrangement  for 
afnalgatiotl  will  produce  not  a  few  dissentients. 

*  in 

The  members  of  the  Tokyo  Journalistic 
League,  to  which  frequent  allusion  has  been 
made  in  these  columns,  are  reported  to  have 
recently  addressed  a  circular  to  their  fellow- 
journalists  throughout  the  country,  inviting 
them  to  join  the  League  and  to  attend  a  grand 
meeting  of  newspaper  men  in  Tokyo  on  the 
13th  of  May. 

* 

*  * 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  recently  declared  that, 
of  the  public  men  of  the  Choshu  and  Satsuma 
extraction,  the  most  worthy  of  political  trust 
are  Viscount  Shinagawa  and  Mr.  Shirane  Sen- 
ichi  of  the  former,  and  '  Viscounts  Takashima 
and  Kabayama  of  the  latter  clan.  This  state- 
ment has  evoked  considerable  mirth  and  criti- 
cism. Writing  about  it,  the  Keizai  Zasshi 
observes  that  as  to  Viscounts  Shinagawa  and 
Takashima,  the  one  is  nothing  more  than  an 
enthusiast  and  the  other  a  man  of  petty  cutt- 
ing :  but  that  Mr.  Shirane  and  Viscount  Kaba- 
yama are  persons  of  considerable  calibre. 


territorial  nobles  are  ex- 
public  derision  by  inde- 
the  grant  His  Majesty 
confer  upon  the  Kuge 
nobles.  Viscounts  Shiujo,  Torii,  Kyogoku,  and 
others  have  memorialized  the  Minister  of  the 
Household,  protesting  against  the  partiality 
shown  to  the  former  Court  nobles.  These  needy 
territorial  nobles  apparently  fail  to  perceive  how 
unbecoming  it  is  to  criticise  or  complain  about 
the  methods  adopted  in  the  spontaneous  mani- 
festations of  the  Imperial  bounty.  They  even 
threaten  to  lay  the  matter  before  their  peers  in 
the  coming  session  of  the  Diet.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  may  be  saved  from  such  an 

unsightly  course  of  action. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nippon  mentions  a  rumour  that  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  present  Cabinet,  in  the  event  of 
the  latter's  resignation,  will  most  probably  be 
composed  of  young  men  of  the  second  order, 
such  as  Mr.  Ilo  Miyoji,  Mr.  Raneko  Kentaro, 
Mr.  Suyematsu  Kencho,  Mr.  Shirane  Senichi, 
and  so  forth.  Of  the  present  Ministers,  Mr. 
Mutsu,  Mr.  Watanabe,  and  Mr.  Inouye  Ki  are 
expected  to  remain  in  the  new  Cabinet.  But 
who  will  be  Premier,  is  a  question  not  yet  de- 
cided. Such  is  the  gist  of  the  Nippon's  fore- 
cast. Most  persons  will  deem  it  rather  early  to 
talk  of  a  new  Cabinet,  when  the  present  one  has 

apparently  no  intention  of  going  out  of  office. 
* 

*  * 

Concerning  the  Radical  Party,  the  organs  of 
the  allied  Opposition  sections  circulate  various 
injurious  rumours.  They  state,  for  instance, 
that  the  Party  is  now  in  a  state  of  helpless  in- 
decision, alike  incapable  of  either  severing  its 
connection  with  the  Cabinet  and  of  strengthen- 
ing that  connection  so  as  to  form  a  definite 
coalition.  According  to  another  rumour,  the 
leaders  of  the  Party  are  very  uneasy  at  the  in- 
dependent altitude  of  their  followers  in  the 
North-East  and  in  Kyushu,  who  are  said  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  propensity  of  those  in  the 
capital  to  support  the  Cabinet.  The  postpone- 
ment of  the  Parly's  general  conference  is  de- 
clared to  be  a  device  on  the  part  of  the 
members  at  head-quarters  to  gain  lime  for 
converting  their  provincial  associates  to  their 
own  way  of  thinking.  But  in  this  they  are  said 
to  have  been  entirely  unsuccessful,  and  a  dis- 
ruption of  the  Party  is  predicted  by  its  enemies. 
It  will  not  be  long  ere  the  public  is  in  a  position 
to  judge  whether  these  rumours  are  well  or  ill 
founded. 

* 

*  * 

The  much  talked  of  amalgamation  of  the 
Doshi  Seisha  and  the  Domei  Seisha  is  to  take 
place  before  the  end  of  the  present  month. 
Nothing  seems  to  have  been  decided  about  the 
name  of  the  new  party.  Neither  are  we  told 
anything  as  to  the  altitude  of  the  members  of  the 


uian  wlio  called  at  the  Kuicign  Office  foi  the 
purpose  of  urging  the  advisability  ol  taking 
strong  measures  for  the  recovery  ol  Kim  Ok 
Ky tin's  body  and  the  delivciy  of  his  assassin  into 
Japan's  hands.  The  Vice-Minister  was  re- 
presented as  saying  that  the  Government  had 
resolved  not  10  iai.se  any  question  wilh  Korea 
on  the  subject.  This  Interpretation  of  the 
Vice-Minister's  answer  appear!  to  have  been  in- 
correct, for  in  the  Nichi  Nichi  of  the  following 
day  appears  a  letter  from  that  official  which 
runs  thus  : — "Sir, — In  a  resume'  of  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  Vice-Minister  of  Slate  fo'r  Foreign 
Affairs,  which  appears  in  your  Miscellaneous 
column  of  the  13th  instant,  I  am  represented  as 
having  said  that  the  Cabinet  had  decided  not  to 
take  such  and  such  steps.  I  beg  to  state,  how- 
ever, that  I  made  no  assertion  with  reference  to 
a  decision  of  the  Cabinet,  for,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  decision. 
Mr.  Kobayashi  urged  the  necessity  of  raising  a 
question  as  to  the  late  Kim  Ok  Ky  tin's  nation- 
ality, and  I  replied  that  Kim  was  not  a  Japan- 
ese subject,  and  that  so  soon  as  he  had  repaired 
to  a  country  whither  the  right  of  this  Empire  to 
protect  him  did  not  extend,  we  might  indeed 
regret  his  fate,  but  we  could  not  take  any  official 
steps  with  reference  to  it.  I  shall  be  obliged  if 
you  will  insert  this  correction." 


HONG  T  J  YON  G  O  U  AND  KIM    OK-KYUNS  CORPSE. 

A  telegram  despatched  from  Shanghai  on  the 
13th  instant,   and  already   published  in  these 
columns,  says  that  the  Foreign  Consuls  in  Shang- 
hai have  addressed  to  the  Corps  Diplomatique  in 
Peking  a  suggestion  that  the  Tung-li  Yamen 
be  approached   with  the  object  of  urging  the 
Korean  Government  to  inflict  due  punishment 
on  Hong  Tjyong-ou,  the  assassin  of  Kim  Ok- 
Kytin,  and  to  refrain  from  subjecting  the  corpse 
of  Kim  to  any  indignities.    We  think  it  scarcely 
likely  that  the  Foreign  Representatives  will  act 
officially  upon  such  a  suggestion.    It  cannot  be 
assumed  beforehand  that  the  Korean  Authori- 
ties will  behave  in  a  manner  opposed  to  all  the 
principles  of  civilization,  and  any  representa- 
tion  officially   made   by  the    Foreign  Corps 
Diplomatique  at  this  stage  would  be  open  to 
such  a  construction.    Possibly,  however,  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  may  see  his  way 
to  move  semi-officially,  for  it  certainly  is  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  peace  of  the  Orient  that 
Korea  should   follow  a  course  of  procedure, 
not  only  barbarous  in  itself,  but  also  eminently 
calculated  to  embitter  her  relations  with  Japan. 
The  feelings  of  Japan  are  strongly  enlisted  in 
this  matter,  as  is  very  natural.    It  is  plain  that 
the  plot  to  assassinate  Kim  was  concocted  and 
developed    in   this   country.     His  murderer 
shadowed  him  here,  enticed  him  hence  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  his  life,  and  finally  consum- 
mated the  cruel  deed  in  a  Japanese  hotel  in 
Shanghai.    Besides,  Kim  was  for  nine  years  a 
political  refugee  in  Japan,  and  during  a  part  of 
that  time  he  lived  at  the  charges  and  under 
the  official  control  of  the  Japanese  Government. 
It  is  true  that  so  soon  as  he  voluntarily  left  these 
shores,  Japan  ceased  to  have  any  ^direct  re- 
sponsibility in  connection  with  him.    He  re- 
verted from  that  moment  to  his  original  status 
of  a  Korean  subject.    But  the  Japanese  people 
cannot  so  easily  forget  the  past,  and  if  the  un- 
happy man's  corpse  is  to  be  dishonoured  and 
his  murderer  publicly  rewarded,  a  sense  of 
intense  indignation  and  umbrage  will  undoubt- 
edly be  excited  in  this  country.      Such  inci- 
dents may  not  have  any  immediately  disastrous 
effects,  but  their  influence  upon  the  Oriental 
situation  cannot  be  ignored.   British  diplomacy 
in  the  East  has  always  been  exercised,  during 
the  past  twenty-five  years,  in  the  cause  of  peace 
and  amity  between  Japan,  China,  and  Korea. 
We  may  be  permitted  to  hope  that  so  excellent  a 
record  will  be  adhered  to  on  the  present  occasion. 


KOGANEI. 

One  of  the  prettiest  of  suburban  resorts  in 
spring  is  Koganei,  celebrated  for  its  ancient 
and  magnificent  cherry-trees.  These  are  far 
superior  to  the  groves  of  Mukojima,  beautiful 
as  the  latter  are  ;  for  most  of  the  trees  at 
Koganei  are  two  and  three  centuries  old,  giants 
of  their  kind  and  enormously  productive  of  the 
flower  that  the  poet  states  is  typical  of  the 
"  heart  of  the  Japanese."  The  easiest  way  to 
reach  Koganei  is  either  by  jinrikisha  to  Shin- 
jiku  and  thence  by  train  to  Sakai  or  Kokubuji, 
or  from  Uyeno  direct  by  rail,  changing  cars  at 
Shinjiku.  The  service  is,  however,  a  very  irre- 
gular one,  the  trains  being  quite  frequently  as 
much  as  thirty  or  forty  minutes  behind  schedule- 
time.  Koganei  is  practically  a  long  straggling 
village  following  the  course  of  a  swift,  narrow 
stream,  for  some  three  or  four  miles.  The 
surrounding  country  is  low  and  rather  un- 
interesting, but  the  cherries  make  up  for  what- 
ever lack  of  beauty  there  is  elsewhere.  On 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  last  the  trains  carried 
nearly  seven  thousand  people  to  the  nearest 
stations,  and  the  sight  was  a  very  lively  and 
enjoyable  one,  despite  the  prevalent  indulgence 
in  sake.  A  Japanese  crowd  is  proverbially 
good-natured  and  never  more  so  than  when  in 
its  cups.  The  season  is  a  little  late  already, 
but  the  trees  will  still  be  worth  a  visit  up  to 
20th  instant. 


THE   VICE-MINISTER  OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  AND  THE   KIM  AFFAIR. 

In  its  issue  of  the  14th  instant,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  published  a  resume  of  a  reply  said  to 
have  been  given  by  the  Vice-Minister  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  to  certain  questions  address- 
ed to  him  personally  by  Mr.  Kobayashi,  a  gentle- 


THE  HAWAIIAN  TREATY. 

The  four  sections  of  the  Opposition  specially 
addicted  to  making  incursions  into  the  domain 
of  foreign  affairs,  are  said  to  see  a  chance  of 
converting  the  Hawaiian  Treaty  question  into  a 
new  stick  for  beating  the  Government.  Two 
difficulties  are  raised  by  them.  The  first  is  that, 
although  Hawaii's  privileges  with  regard  to 
Consular  Jurisdiction  have  been  formally  abro- 
gated, her  people  may  continue  to  enjoy  those 
privileges  within  the  foreign  settlements  so  long 
as  the  latter  exist.  Such,  at  least,  is  the  version 
which  a  vernacular  newspaper  gives  of  these  gen- 
tlemen's contention.  It  is  a  comical  contention. 
Foreign  settlements  have  ceased  to  exist  in 
Tokyo  so  far  as  Hawaiian  citizens  are  con- 
cerned. That  is  so  obvious  that  failure  to  ap- 
prehend is  amounts  to  wilful  perversity. 
* 

The  second  contention  raised  by  these  poli- 
ticians is  that  although  Japan  has  recovered 
her  judicial  autonomy  in  respect  of  Hawaiians, 
her  gain  is  more  apparent  than  real.  This 
contention  they  support  by  pointing  out  that 
the  most-favoured-nation  clause  of  the  Hawai- 
ian Treaty  has  not  been  abolished,  and  con- 
sequently Hawaiians  in  Japan  remain  entitled 
to  all  privileges  enjoyed  by  other  nationals. 
Here  again  we  have  to  deal  wilh  an  argument 
quite  undeserving  of  serious  treatment.  The 
most-favour-nalion  of  the  Hawaiian  Trealy, 
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namely,  the  fourth  article,  secures  to  "  the 
Hawaiian  Government  and  its  subjects,  upon 
like  terms  and  conditions,  free  and  equal  parti- 
cipation in  all  privileges,  immunities,  and  advan- 
tages "  granted  by  Japan  to  any  other  nationals. 
The  politicians  of  the  Opposition  fail  apparently 
to  take  note  of  the  qualifying  expressions  in  this 
article;  namely,  "like  terms  and  conditions" 
and  "equal  participation.''  Identity  of  terms 
and  conditions  and  equality  of  participation 
— in  this  language  the  least  intelligent 
reader  should  be  able  to  find  assurance  against 
chimeras  such  as  the  Opposition  politi- 
cians are  said  to  be  troubled  by.  The  fact  is 
that  when  there  is  question  of  attacking  the 
Government,  these  gentlemen  seem  to  lose  sight 
altogether  of  their  country's  interests.  We 
ought  perhaps  to  mention  that  the  four  sections 
engaged  in  this  extraordinary  campaign  are  the 
Domei,  Doshi,  Kokumin,  and  Seimu  Chosajo. 

TREATY  REVISION. 

A  report  that  negotiations  with  the  British  Go- 
vernment for  the  revision  of  the  Treaty  have 
progressed  so  far  that  ihe  ratification  of  the 
revised  treaty  will  probably  take  place  before 
the  opening  of  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet, 
seems  to  have  been  received  by  the  Japanese 
public  with  a  measure  of  confidence.  The 
metropolitan  papers  are  now  publishing  various 
hypotheses  as  to  the  probable  provisions  of  the 
agreement  with  England.  On  former  occasions 
when  similar  rumours  created  excitement,  the 
Progressionist  papers  maintained  an  attitude  of 
incredulity,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  present  Cabinet  is  quite  incapable  of  grap- 
pling with  the  task  of  revision.  But  even 
these  journals  appear  to  place  full  confi- 
dence in  the  story  now  circulated.  It  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  the  Progressionists  will 
approve  any  treaty,  however  advantageous, 
that  may  be  concluded  by  the  present  Cabinet. 
Consequently,  their  organs,  as  well  as  those  be- 
longing to  the  National  Unionists,  are  united 
with  the  friends  of  the  neo-anti-foreign  move- 
ment— as  for  example,  the  Nippon  and  the 
Niroku  Shimpo — in  hinting  strong  disapproval 
of  the  alleged  new  treaty  with  England  even 
before  they  venture  to  simulate  knowledge  of 
its  conditions.  They  assume  that  Mixed  Re- 
sidence is  to  be  granted  in  exchange  for  the 
abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction  alone,  and 
that  tariff  autonomy  is  not  to  be  recovered  at 
tli e  same  time.  Such  a  treaty,  they  say,  will 
never  be  approved  by  the  nation,  however  per- 
fect it  be  in  other  respects. 

Of  these  papers,  the  Nippon  is  most  con- 
spicuous for  the  zeal  with  which  it  endeavours  to 
arouse  popular  prejudice  against  the  imaginary 
treaty  will)  England.  In  addition  to  publishing 
various  misleading  notes  on  the  subject,  that 
journal  makes  a  strong  editorial  appeal  to  the 
promoters  of  the  anti-foreign  movement  to  strike 
a  blow  in  time  to  save  the  country  from  a  humi- 
liating compact.  The  Nippon  has  paid  dearly 
for  its  extravagant  writing,  for  it  has  been  placed 
under  the  ban  of  suspension.  It  is  a  pity  that 
such  wholly  unpatriotic  and  mischievous  jour- 
nals cannot  be  ruled  out  of  existence  altogether. 
•  * 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  Messrs  Komu- 
chi  Tomotsune,  Abei  Iwane,  Oi  Kentaro,  Minai 
Giichi,  Wada  Hikojiro  and  several  other  pro- 
moters of  the  anti-Mixed-Residence  movement, 
held  conferences  in  the  Tokyo  Hotel.  They 
resolved  to  open  communications  with  the  allied 
factions  of  the  Opposition,  the  Radical  Party, 
and  the  papers  belonging  to  the  Journalistic 
League,  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  some 
united  plan  of  action  in  opposition  to  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision. 
It  is  intelligible  enough  that  they  should  confer 
with  the  allied  factions  for  such  a  purpose,  but 
there  is  something  decidedly  strange  in  their 
proposal  to  negotiate  with  the  Radical  party. 
However,  they  doubtless  know  perfectly  what 
they  are  about.  On  Sunday,  it  is  reported, 
their  meeting  was  attended  by  a  few  members 
of  the  Progressionist  Party.  . 

* 

Writing  on  the  same  subject,  the  Radical  or- 
gan, the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  remarks  that  nothing 


but  an  absolutely  equal  treaty  will  be  approved 
by  its  Party.  "  Diplomatic  matters,"  it  states, 
"  require'  secrecy.  A  true  lover  of  the  country 
must,  therefore,  refrain  from  exciting  popular 
prejudice  out  of  party  spirit,  by  indulging  in  idle 
and  exaggerated  speculations  upon  the  basis  of 
mere  rumour.  We  strongly  urge  the  union  of 
both  the  Government  and  the  people  for  the 
purpose  of  Treaty  Revision.  As  to  the  basis  on 
which  Revision  is  to  be  effected,  the  opinion  of 
the  nation  has  long  been  declared.  Our  attitude 
to  any  new  treaty  will  be  decided  by  reference 
to  the  expressed  sentiments  of  the  people  [i.e. 
the  Address  to  the  Throne  on  Treaty  Revision]. 
This  is  not  the  proper  time  to  make  any  pro- 
nouncement on  the  strength  of  mere  rumours." 
* 

It  is  a  noteworthy  circumstance  that  none  of 
the  papers,  not  even  the  Nippon,  say  anything 
against  the  opening  of  the  country  for  Mixed 
Residence,  while  the  great  majority  of  them  lay 
some  stress  upon  the  fact  that  they  are  not  in 
any  way  opposed  to  Mixed  Residence  in  itself. 
So  the  present  movement  against  the  Cabinet 
seems  likely  to  turn  entirely  upon  the  subject 
of  tariff  autonomy.  The  Opposition  politicians 
hold  that  Japan  ought  to  insist  upon  entire 
freedom  to  fix  her  customs  duties  by  internal 
legislation,  as  is  done  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  They  seem  to  think  there  is  some 
humiliation  in  leaving  the  matter  to  diplomatic 
arrangement,  a  practice  now  universally  adopted 
by  European  Powers.  Judging  from  present 
indications,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  anti-Revision 
movement,  founded  on  such  mistaken  notions, 
will  ever  attain  dangerous  dimensions. 

the  auestion  of  the  korean  charge 
d'affaires. 

According  to  a  telegraphic  message  received 
in  the  Foreign  Office  from  Soul,  the  Japanese 
Minister  there  received,  a  few  days  ago,  an 
official  communication  from  the  Korean  Go- 
vernment, disavowing  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Yu, 
the  Korean  Charge  d' Affaires,  in  leaving  Tokyo, 
and  expressing  deep  regret  for  the  incident. 
The  same  communication  also  intimated  the 
Korean  Government's  intention  of  causing  the 
Resident  Minister,  Mr.  Kim  Shitetsu,  to  return 
to  his  post  in  Tokyo  as  soon  as  possible,  Mr. 
Kim  Shijun  being  meanwhile  commissioned  to 
act  as  Charge  d 'Affaires.  The  Japanese  Mini- 
ster of  Foreign  Affairs  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  this  explanation  offered  by  the  Korean 
Government,  and  the  question  about  Mr.  Yu's 
conduct  has  been  settled.  On  the  17th  instant 
Mr.  Mutsu  requested  Mr.  Kim  Shijun's  atten- 
dance at  the  Foreign  Office  and  orally  acquainted 
him  with  the  fact  that  his  authority  to  act  as 
Charge  d' Affaires  is  recognised  by  Japan. 
These  facts  are  taken  from  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun,  which  expresses  itself  satisfied  with 
the  way  in  which  this  regrettable  affair  has  been 
settled. 


CHINESE  BURGLAR  CAUGHT. 

A  burglar,  the  range  of  whose  depredations 
have  been  far  and  wide,  has  just  been  caught 
by  the  Yokohama  police  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  now  meet  with  his  deserts.  He  is  a  Chinese 
youth  named  Yong  Tong,  better  known  among 
Japanese  by  his  sobriquet  of  Kinta.  Born  in 
Yokohama,  he  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of 
Japanese,  and  first  put  his  hand  to  engineering. 
Finding  the  work  rather  too  onerous,  the  enter- 
prising youth  became  a  tailor's  apprentice,  but 
after  a  while  he  drifted  into  the  position  of  a 
ship's  boy.  This  he  also  seems  to  have  grown 
tired  of  and  then  he  took  up  the  profession  of 
burglar.  During  the  past  two  years  a  number 
of  Chinese  tailors  and  others  have  been  robbed 
of  cloth,  and  although  information  was  given  to 
the  police,  no  trace  of  the  burglar  could  be 
found,  until  some  time  last  week  when  a  young 
man,  presumably  a  Japanese,  was  seen  taking 
suspicious  rolls  of  cloth  to  Tokyo.  He  was 
arrested  on  suspicion,  but  subsequently  released, 
there  being  no  proof  against  him.  It  was  after- 
wards discovered  that  instead  of  being  a  subject 
of  the  Japanese  empire  the  youth  had  cut  his 
queue  and  dressed  d  la  Japonaise.  He  was 
ihen  shadowed  by  detectives  and  arrested  on  Sun- 
day at  the  back  of  No.  i,  Bluff,  while  waiting 


with  a  quantity  of  stolen  goods  the  advent  of  a 
receiver.  He  denied  being  the  actual  thief,  de- 
claring that  the  culprit  was  a  fellow-apprentice 
of  his,  although  he  admitted  disposing  of  stolen 
goods,  for  which  he  had  facilities. 

*  * 

The  Japanese  godown-man  Omori,  who  mis- 
appropriated the  sum  of  $500  belonging  to  his 
employers,  Messrs.  C.  lilies  &  Co.,  has  given 
himself  up  at  the  Shiogama  police  station. 
He  intended  going  to  Hokkaido  but  could  not 
get  away  from  the  mainland.  Omori  spent 
$aoo,  but  states  that  he  lost  the  balance,  which 
he  had  put  in  his  pocket  for  safety. 

DIPLOMATTIC  CHANGES. 

We  learn  that  His  Excellency,  M.  Sienkiewicz, 
French  Representative  in  Tokyo,  lias  received 
the  appointmentof  Commissionerof  theDanube, 
and  will  leave  Japan  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month.  M.  Sienkiewicz's  successor  is  M. 
Harmand,  formerly  Frencli  Resident  in  Ton- 
quin,  and  afterwards  Consul  in  Bangkok.  The 
departure  of  M.  and  Madame  Sienkiewicz  and 
ilieir  family  will  be  an  irreparable  loss  to  foreign 
and  Japanese  Society  in  Tokyo,  and  we  can- 
not conceive  that  French  interests  could  possi- 
bly fare  belter  in  any  other  hands. 

♦ 

M.  le  Vicomte  de  Bondy,  Secretary  of  the 
French  Legation  in  Tokyo,  will  leave  Japan  at 
the  end  of  nexl  month.  His  departure  will  be 
greatly  regretted  by  a  host  of  friends.  The  Lega- 
tion presumably  will  fall  under  the  charge  of 
M.  le  Vicomte  de  Labry,  Military  Atlache\  the 
Second  Secretary,  Mr.  Casenave,  having  already 
left.  It  is  not  often  that  the  Legation  of  a 
Great  Power  is  so  denuded  of  diplomatic 
officials,  but  we  may  assume  that  France  does 
not  regard  her  relations  with  Japan  at  present 
as  standing  in  need  of  much  guardianship. 

THE  CHINESE  MINISTER  AND  THE  "  JIJI  Sll  1MPO.' 

A  controversy  of  most  unusual  tone  has  taken 
place  bribe  columns  of  the  Jtji  Shimpo.  It 
originated  in  a  statement  made  by  the  Jiji  that 
on  the  very  evening  when  the  late  Kim  Ok- 
kyiin  started  for  Kobe  on  bis  ill-fated  journey 
lo  Shanghai,  he  shared  a  farewell  dinner  with 
the  Chinese  Representative  in  the  restaurant 
Kaigetsu-ro,  in  Shiba,  Tokyo.  Considering 
the  suspicions  that  have  been  circulated  as  to 
China's  connection  with  the  preliminaries  of  the 
assassination,  this  statement,  supposing  it  ill- 
founded,  could  scarcely  be  suffered  to  pass 
without  challenge.  A  secretary  of  the  Chinese 
Minister,  sent,  on  the  following  day,  a  letter 
to  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  denying  that  the  Mini- 
ster had  any  acquaintance  whatever  with  Mr. 
Kim,  and  alleging  that,  consequently,  there 
could  have  been  no  reason  for  inviting  the 
Korean  refugee  to  a  farewell  banquet.  The 
latter  added  that  the  Minister  did  not,  for 
his  own  sake,  give  himself  any  concern  about 
the  publication  of  such  baseless  stories,  but  he 
regretted  that  a  journal  of  the  Jiji  Shimpo's 
standing  should  become  the  vehicle  for  circulat- 
ing them.  This  communication  roused  the 
Jiji  effectually.  It  scouted  the  idea  that  the 
Minister  had  never  met  Kim,  and  asked  how 
such  a  thing  could  be  credited,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Kim's  journey  to  Shanghai  had  been 
undei taken  in  consequence  of  communications 
addressed  to  him  from  Lord  Li,  the  former 
Chinese  Representative  in  Tokyo,  through  the 
present  Minister.  Except  to  serve  some  spe- 
cial purpose,  there  was  no  reason  for  the 
Minister  to  disavow  Kim's  acquaintance  at  this 
juncture.  His  doing  s<b  must  be  regarded  as 
an  additional  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  recent 
mystery.  The  Jiji  then  proceeds  to  adduce 
evidence  in  rebuttal  of  the  Minister's  assertion 
that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  Kim.  This 
evidence  is  that  Lord  Li  was  intimate  with  Kim 
and  introduced  him  to  the  present  Representa- 
tive ;  Lord  Li,  after  his  return  to  China,  corre- 
sponded with  Kim,  and  that  his  letters  were 
handed  to  the  latter  personally  by  Mr.  Wong— 
the  present  Minister;  that  Kim  was  present  at 
a  New  Year's  entertainment  given  this  year  iu 
the  Chinese  Legation  ;  that  Mr.  Wong  intro- 
duced two  Chinese  40  Kim,  who  desired  to 
study  Chinese  and  to  engage  an  interpreter 
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for  his  journey  to  China,  and  so  forth.  It 
docs  not  appear  to  us  that  any  one  of  these 
things,  or  even  that  the  whole  collectively,  is 
conclusive  proof  of  .1  personal  acquaintance  be- 
tween the  Minister  and  Kim  Ok-kyiin,  except 
the  assertion  about  the  letters,  an  assertion 
that  certainly  needs  substantiation.  The  Jiji, 
however,  writes  very  strongly.  It  declares  that 
to  deny  the  existence  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
in  the  teeth  of  such  a  formidable  array  of  facts 
is  merely  to  excite  public  suspicion  and  to  pro- 
voke keener  scrutiny.  "  There  is  only  one 
country  in  the  world,''  concludes  our  contem- 
porary, "  where  falsehood  is  not  regarded  as 
morally  disgraceful,  probably  because  of  a 
traditional  creed  that  disregard  of  virtuous 
principles  is  not  culpable  when  a  foreigner  is  its 
victim.  To  have  been  inveigled  into  making  a 
long  journey  in  reliance  on  the  word  of  a  man  of 
that  country,  and  to  have  thereby  gone  to  meet 
such  a  fate  as  Mr.  Kim  encountered,  is  an  ever- 
lasting regret." 

* 

*  * 

This  is  certainly  very  remarkable  language. 
There  is  no  mistaking  its  import,  or  the  belief 
of  the  writer  using  it.  We  most  assume  that 
the  Jiji  Shimpo  is  prepared  to  substantiate  its 
assertions.  Did  they  occur  in  the  columns  of 
certain  vernacular  journals  that  need  not  be 
named  here,  we  should  have  little  hesitation  in 
dismissing  them  as  groundless.  But  where 
the  Jiji  Shimpo  is  in  question,  the  case  is 
different.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  wholly 
incredible  that  the  Chinese  Minister  would 
have  committed  himself  to  a  deliberately  false 
declaration. 


PRESENTS  TO  THE  IMPERIAL  COURT  FROM  A 
FOREIGN  SOURCE. 

The  presents  brought  for  their  Imperial  Majes- 
ties the  Emperor  and  Empress,  in  connection 
with  the  Silver  Wedding,  from  Messrs.  Tiffany 
and  Company,  are  described  by  the  vernacular 
press  as  a  cake-spoon  in  silver,  a  gold  watch, 
and  four  flower  vases  and  a  card-plate  in  porce- 
lain or  faience,  we  are  not  clear  which.  The 
spoon  is  elaborately  decorated  in  a  design  of 
chrysanthemum,  Paullowina  Imperialh,  cherry 
blossoms,  and  musical  instruments,  and  on  the 
back  of  the  watch  an  open  chrysanthemum  flower 
is  chiselled  in  relief.  The  decoration  of  these 
pieces  is  entirely  hand-work  and  spoken  of  as  very 
beautiful.  As  to  the  vases  and  the  card-plate,  the 
particulars  given  of  them  are  meagre,  but  it  ap- 
pears that  the  vases  are  monochromatic,  their 
colours  being  Rose-du-Barry  and  nightingale-tea 
— colours  belonging  to  a  category  of  tints  with 
which  the  general  public  is  little  acquainted. 
An  interesting  point  about  the  ware  is  that  it 
bears  the  signature,  in  the  Kana  syllabary, 
"  Yamada,"  from  which  we  infer  that  Japanese 
painters  are  employed  at  the  factory  where  the 
ware  was  produced. 


THE  GREAT  REFORM   PARTY  AND  KOBE. 

Mr.  Taguchi  Ukichi,  Editor  of  the  Keizai 
Zasshi,  and  founder  of  the  Great  Reform  Party, 
has  been  speaking  in  Kobe  at  a  reunion  given 
in  honour  of  himself  and  his  fellow-promoters 
in  the  Tokiwa  restaurant.  His  speech,  as  re- 
ported by  the  vernacular  press,  contains  no 
features  of  special  interest.  The  moral  which 
Mr.  Taguchi  sought  to  point  was  the  necessity 
of  official  and  private  cooperation,  and  in  sup- 
port of  his  proposition  he  advanced  the  histori- 
cal incidents  of  Kyomori's  connection  with  the 
prosperity  of  Kobe  ;  Hideyoshi's  work  in  Osaka, 
and  the  opening  of  Sakaye  to  foreign  commerce 
in  the  Tokugawa  days.  Some  of  our  readers 
may  not  know,  perhaps,  that  Kyomori  was  the 
chief  of  the  Great  Taira  clan  in  the  twelfth 
century.  His  stronghold  was  at  Fukuhara,  the 
then  name  of  Hyogo,  and  his  favourite  scheme 
was  to  move  the  Imperial  Palace  thither;  to 
make  Fukuhara,  in  short,  the  capita!  of  the 
empire.  In  connection  with  that  project  he 
virtually  constructed  Hyogo  harbour  by  en 
larging  the  Ando  Strait,  a  work  to  which  Kobe 
manifestly  owes  much.    The  same  Kyomori 


operations  carried  on  by  Hideyoshi,  the  Taiko, 
in  Osaka,  and  the  untiring  care  and  patronage 
he  bestowed  on  the  development  ot  commerce 
and  industry  are  historical  facts.  It  is,  indeed, 
to  Kyomori,  Hideyoshi,  and  the  early  Tokugawa 
policy  of  opening  the  harbour  of  Sakaye  to 
foreign  trade  that  the  Bay  of  Settsu  owes  its 
status  as  one  of  the  greatest  centres  of  tradal 
navigation  in  the  empire.  In  those  days,  when 
Japan's  affairs  were  controlled  by  men  whose 
fame  will  never  die,  paramount  attention  was 
given  to  the  fostering  of  trade,  and  as  that  is 
the  prime  purpose  of  the  association  formed  by 
Mr.  Taguchi  and  his  fellow-thinkers,  they  na- 
turally recall  precedents  celling  so  strongly  in 
their  favour. 


MRS.  BROWN-POTTER'S  COMPANY. 

The  Company  of  which  Mrs.  Brown  Potter  and 
Mr.  Kyrle  Bellew  are  the  leading  artists  is  now 
in  Penang  and  is  expected  to  arrive  here,  says 
the  Singapore  Free  Press  of  the  2nd  inst.,  on 
Thursday.  After  an  unprecedented  season  in 
Calcutta — a  continuous  run  from  October  2nd 
to  March  3rd,  of  five  months — the  Company 
went  to  Rangoon  for  a  short  time.  Their  stay 
in  Singapore  will  probably  not  be  a  long 
one.  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  and  Yokohama 
are  to  be  visited,  after  which  San  Francisco 
will  be  the  goal,  opening  there  on  July  2nd. 
The  repertoire  the  management  has  to  place 
before  the  public  is  particularly  large,  includ- 
ing "Romeo  and  Juliet,"  "As  you  like  it," 
"Merchant  of  Venice,"  Hamlet,"  "Macbeth," 
"  La  Tosca,"  "  She  stoops  to  Conquer,"  "  School 
for  Scandal,"  "Terese,"  "Adrienne  Le  Cou- 
vreur,"  "  Camille,"  "Frou-frou,"  "David  Gar- 
rick,"  "Charlotte  Corday,"  "  Lady  of  Lyons," 
In  Society,"  and  "  Francillon." 


ie  same 

did  much  for  Japanese  navigation,  and  was  the 
means  of  materially  promoting  the  commerce  e 
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THE  BLUEFI  ELDS  INCIDENT. 

Bluefields  is  the  chief  town  of  the  Mosquito 
Reservation  in  Nicaragua.  It  has  been  the 
scene  of  proceedings  productive  of  considerable 
excitement  in  the  United  States.  A  state  of  war 
existing  for  some  time  between  Honduras  and 
Nicaragua  terminated  recently  in  the  success 
of  Nicaragua,  but  during  the  hostilities  Hondu- 
ranean  troops  got  possession  of  a  point  on  the 
north-eastern  extremityof  Nicaragua,  and  seemed 
to  threaten,  an  attack  thence  upon  Bluefields. 
The  Government  of  Nicaragua  thereupon,  acting 
in  its  capacity  of  territorial  sovereign,  despatched 
a  force  to  Bluefields  to  protect  it.  But  the 
Mosquito  Reservation  is  under  the  control  of  a 
Local  Administration  established  by  treaty  in 
i860  between  Nicaragua  and  Great  Britain. 
This  Local  Administration  denied  the  right  of 
Nicaragua  to  occupy  the  country,  and  made 
application  to  the  British  Consul  at  Greytown, 
who,  seeing  that  the  Nicaraguan  soldiers  were 
treating  the  local  authorities  and  the  inhabitants 
with  violence  and  harshness,  conveyed  informa- 
tion to  the  British  Minister  at  Guatamela  city, 
and  in  view  of  possible  disorders  and  dangers! 
a  British  ship-of-war  visited  Bluefields  and  land- 
ed Marines.  The  flag  of  the  Mosquito  Indians 
was  therewith  re-hoisted  and  tranquillity  restored, 
pending  an  understanding  as  to  the  questions' 
involved.  An  Ameiican  man-of-war,  the  Kear- 
sarge,  had  been  simultaneously  despatched  to 
the  Nicaraguan  coast,  but  was  lost  en  route 
thither.  Thus  the  first  news  received  by  the 
American  public  was  that  British  Marines  had 
been  landed,  and  it  was  immediately  inferred 
that  a  British  protectorate  was  about  to  be  es- 
tablished over  the  Mosquito  territory,  a  con- 
summation that  the  United  States  could  not 
view  with  equanimity,  considering  the  import- 
ance of  American  supremacy  in  Nicaragua 
because  of  the  great  canal  project.  The 
Departments  of  State  and  of  the  Navy  at 
once  instructed  Admiral  Benham,  then  com- 
manding the  United  States  Squadron  at  Rio, 
to  dispatch  a  ship  to  the  Nicaraguan  coast,  and 
communications  were  addressed  to  the  British 
Government.  The  excitement  began  on  the  14th 
of  March  and  continued  until  the  end  of  the 
month,  by  which  time  the  United  States  public 
were  convinced  that  an  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  between  Commissioner  Lacayo,  the 


Capiain  Howe,  of  II. M.S.  Cleopatra,  by  which 
the  former  was  left  in  absolute  possession  of  the 
Reservation,  and  Great  Britain  received  in 
return  Corn  Island,  which  lies  about  thirty  miles 
from  Bluefields  and  sixty  from  the  mouth  of  the 
San  Joan  River  and  of  the  Nicaraguan  Canal. 
The  island  is  said  to  have  been  selected  some 
years  ago  by  the  United  Stales  as  a  coaling 
station.  It  lies  directly  in  the  route  of  vessels 
sailing  to  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nicaraguan 
Canal.  Lord  Rosebeny,  meanwhile,  had  "  most 
positively  reaffirmed  the  declaration  heretofore 
made  on  repeated  occasions  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  particularly  in  the  notes  of 
the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  to  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
Charge  d' Affaires  at  Washington,  dated  March 
7th,  1889,  and  printed  on  page  468  of  the 
volume  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year,  and  averred  that  no  protec- 
torate over  the  Mosquito  Indians,  in  substance 
or  form,  nor  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  protec- 
torate, was  desired  or  intended  by  the  British 
government."  But  these  assurances  did  not 
seem  to  convince  the  American  people  :  they 
still  preserve  a  strong  suspicion  that  Great 
Britain  has  secured  Corn  Island,  and  Consul 
Seal,  the  United  States  Consul  at  Bluefields, 
has  been  sent  to  Washington  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Government. 


THE   MISSING  SEALERS. 


Startling  intelligence  was  brought  to  Yoko- 
hama on  Saturday  by  the  American  sealing- 
schooner  Retriever,  which  returned  from  the 
sealing  grounds  with  only  one  European,  J. 
Warn,  and  four  Chinese  sailors  aboard.  This 
vessel,  it  will  be  remembered,  left  Yokohama 
early  in  February  with  a  crew  of  23  men  all 
told.  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow  was  in  command,  and 
he  had  with  him  five  hunters,  13  Chinese,  and 
three  other  men.  Success  attended  their  venture, 
and  all  went  well  till  about  the  2nd  of  April, 
when  the  six  boats  put  off  from  the  ship  to 
capture  seals.  The  herd  just  at  the  present 
time  is  about  200  miles  from  Yokohama,  at  a 
distance  of  between  70  and  100  miles  East 
of  Kinkasan.  The  six  boats  which  left  the 
Retrievers  side  on  the  2nd  inst.  contained  18 
men.  In  each  boat  was  a  keg  of  water  but  very 
little  provisions.  The  weather  was  fine  and 
clear,  but  the  four  men  left  in  charge  of  the 
schooner,  having  only  slight  acquaintance  with 
navigation,  soon  lost  sight  of  the  boats,  the 
parties  evidently  drifting  in  opposite  directions. 
Night  came  on  and  still  the  boats  had  not  re- 
turned ;  the  vessel's  head  was  then  turned  and 
for  six  days  a  diligent  cruise  was  made  in  all 
directions  to  try  to  pick  up  the  hunters.  The 
endeavour  was,  however,  fruitless,  and  the 
four  men  then  determined  to  put  back  to 
Yokol  lama.  How  they  found  their  way  here  is 
a  miracle,  for  John  Warn,  the  ship-keeper,  is 
only  acquainted  with  the  most  elementary  rules 
of  navigation.  The  schooner  had  340  seal- 
skins on  board  when  she  returned.  The  names 
of  the  missing  men  are  as  follow  : — H.  J. 
Snow,  master,  R.  H.  Caughell,  hunter;  Dan 
Flaherty,  hunter;  John  Call,  mate;  Fred  Coch- 
rane, hunter;  Geo.  H.  Linga'rd,  hunter;  James 
Riley,  second  mate;  Jim  Gassein,  A.B.;  John 
Lui,  A.B.;  and  9  Chinese. 

* 

*  * 

A  telegram  was  received  in  Yokohama  Tues- 
day that  twelve  men  out  of  the  eighteen  miss- 
ing from  the  American  sealing  schooner  Re- 
triever,  had  been  picked  up  by  the  British 
sealing  schooner  Theresa  and  landed  at  Otsu- 
chi,  Minami-Ibe  District,  Iwate  Prefecture, 
on  the  13th  inst.  A  later  communication  con- 
veyed the  news  that  the  party  were  put  on  board 
the  Japanese  vessel  Aikoku  Maru  and  were  on 
their  way  to  Yokohama.  Late  last  evening  a 
furthermessage  came  over  thewiresfromOtsuchi 
which  said  that  the  twelve  men  included  an 
Englishman  named  Robert  Cole — presumed  to 
be  Call,  the  mate — two  other  Englishmen,  names 
not  given,  six  Chinamen,  one  Canadian,  and 
two  Americans,  names  also  not  given.  The  party 
were  reported  to  be  "  all  well."  They  formed  the 
crews  of  three  boats  ;  the  other  boats,  containing 
six  men,  have  yet  to  be  accounted  for.  It  will  be 
observed  that  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow's  name  is  not 
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mentioned  in  the  last  telegram,  but  hope  of  his 
safely  need  not  be  abandoned  yet. 


* 

*  * 


We  are  informed  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kai- 
sha  that  Captain  Ekstrand  of  the  Omi  Marti,  sail- 
ing Wednesday  all  11  a.m.,  has  been  ordered  to 
stand  well  off  the  coast  on  her  run  up  to  Ogino- 
hama  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  lo  obtain  a 
clue  to  the  fate  of  the  other  missing  boats  of  the 
Retriever. 

*  * 

Six  of  the  missing  men  from  the  Carlotta  G. 
Cox  arrived  in  Yokohama  from  Fukushima  on 
Tuesday  afternoon.  They  are,  Fred.  Currie, 
Philip  de  Fries,  Robert  Armstrong,  John  Bon- 
ner, Thos.  Japnes,  and  John  Clark.  They  left 
their  vessel  on  a  seal  hunt  on  the  8th  April,  and 
losing  sight  of  her  drifted  about  until  the  12th 
inst.,  when  they  landed  on  the  coast  of  Fukushima. 
* 

*  * 

A  private  telegram  was  received  in  Yoko- 
hama last  evening  from  Fukushima  conveying 
the  intelligence  that  all  the  hunters  of  the  seal- 
ing schooner  Retriever  were  on  their  way  down  to 
Yokohama.  In  response  to  a  telegram  of  en- 
quiry despatched  on  receipt  of  this  news  we  learn 
that  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow  is  safe,  but  our  corre- 
spondent's telegram  is  so  meagre  thala  great  deal 
is  still  left  to  conjecture  as  to  the  exact  where 
abouts  of  Mr.  Snow.  It  is  allowable  to  pre 
sume  that  he  may  be  among  the  hunters  now  on 
their  way  to  Yokohama,  while  it  may  also  be 
ventured  thathe  is  aboard  another  schooner  and 
has  not  yet  been  landed  on  the  coast. 


MURDER  ON  THE   HIGH  SEAS. 

An  exciting  affair  took  place  on  the  City  of 
Peking  on  the  second  day  of  her  voyage  across 
from  San  Francisco,  which   resulted   in  the 
murder  of  a  Chinese  passenger,  and  the  slashing 
of  Chief  Engineer  McClure  and  a  saloon-boy. 
It  appears  that  a  Chinese  named  Ng  Tuck 
Tong,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  March,  wan- 
dered into  the  saloon  from  the  steerage  accomo 
dation  and  upon  being  warned  by  the  saloon-boy 
that  he  had  no  business  there,  turned  on  the 
lad,  cutting  him  on  the  shoulder  and  right  hand. 
Mr!  McClure,  the  Chief  Engineer,  seeing  the 
position  of  affairs,  went  up  to  the  Chinaman,  who 
then  turned  upon  him.    The  Chief  Engineer 
received  two  severe  slashes  across  the  legs,  one 
being  fully  nine  inches  long.    The  Chinaman 
then  made  his  escape  from  the  saloon  and  bolted. 
On  his  way  along  the  deck  he  encountered 
a  fellow-countryman,  named  Lee  Shing,  whom 
he  at  once  cut  on  the  neck.    The  stroke  sever- 
ed the  jugular  veins  and  wind-pipe  and  the 
poor  fellow  died  instantly.    By  this  time  some 
commotion  prevailed,  and  thePurser,  hearing  the 
noise  secured  his  revolver  and  went  on  deck, 
having  heard  a  cry  that  the  Chief  Engineer  had 
been  killed  by  a  Chinaman.    He  followed  the 
infuriated  Celestial  and  was  just  about  to  fire 
when  a  main-deck-hand  threw  the  Chinaman 
down  and  very  quickly  the  man  was  placed  in 
irons.  The  fellow  appears  perfectly  sane  at  pre- 
sent, but  people  on  board  the  Peking  are  of 
opinion  that  lie  was  mad  when  he  entered  the 
saloon    If  that  were  so,  it  is  indeed  very  fortunate 
that  he  did  not  turn   upon   the  women  and 
children  who  were  sitting  in  the  saloon  at  the 
time.    The  murderer  will  be  handed  over  at 
Hongkong. 

*  * 

The  Chinaman  Ng  Tuck,  on  board  the  Citv 
of  Peking  violently  attacked  the  first  officer  the 
day  after  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  this  harbour, 
inflicting  severe  wounds  with  broken  fragment 
of  a  chamber  utensil. 

THE  ORIENTAL  &UESTION   IN  THE  WORLD  OP 
RELIGION. 

The  Hydron  of  a  recent  date  has  an  interest- 
ing article  on  the  above  subject.  In  the 
great  drama  to  be  played  on  the  Oriental 
stage  in  the  coming  century,  the  central  pari— 
says  that  magazine— will  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
Japanese  nation.  There  are  three  aspects  of 
the  Oriental  Question,  namely,  commercia  , 
military,  and  religious.  Of  the  commercial, 
much  has  already  been  written  and  said  by  Mr. 


Inagaki  and  others;  and  il  is  gratifying  to  observe 
that  their  zeal  has  found  more  or  less  response 
on  the  part  of  the  nalion.    As  to  the  military 
side  of  the  question,  soldiers  like  Viscount  Tani, 
Viscount  Soga  and  so  forth,  have  successfully 
called  it  to  the  attention  of  their  countrymen. 
But  our  contemporary  laments  that  nobody, 
not  even  those  most  directly  interested,  have 
paid  attention  to  the  Oriental  Question  in  the 
world  of  religion.    The  Hyoron  is  pursuaded 
that  the  twentieth  century  is  destined  to  witness 
the    operation  of  a  gigantic    and  aggressive 
scheme  by  the  powerful  Christians  of  the  West 
for  the  conversion  of  Oriental  races.    We  do 
not  pretend  to  understand  the  Hyoron's  mean- 
ing very  clearly,  but  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  it 
seems  to  foresee  a  possibility  that  the  daring 
and  powerful  disciples  of  Christianity  in  the 
Occident  may,  out  of  excessive  zeal  for  the 
benefit  of  humanity,  adopt  a  high-handed  and 
militant  policy  of  propagandism,  in  the  pursu- 
ance of  which  they  will  not  hesitate  to  set  aside 
the  conventional  rules  of  international  inter- 
course, and  even  to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  sovereign  rights  on  the  part  of  countries  in 
which  they  happen  to  carry  on  their  work.  In 
order  lo  realize  the  aims  of  such  an  energetic 
mode  of  propagandism,  the  Christian  Powers  of 
Europe  and  America  may  unite  and  apply  to 
Oriental  countries  a  peculiar  system  of  Inter- 
national Law.    Now  in  such  wars  of  religion — 
peaceful  or  otherwise  we  fail  to  decipher— what 
part  is  to  be  played  by  Japan  ?    Is  she  to  act  as 
a  guide  to  the  invading  host  and  share  in  the 
spoils,  or  is  she  to  suffer  herself  to  be  trodden 
under  foot  by  the  conquerors  like  the  rest  of 
her  neighbours?    Whether  she  shall  hereafter 
become  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  Orient,  or 
whether  she  shall  be  the  first  to  be  reduced  to 
spiritual  bondage,  depends  upon  the  way  in 
which   she  prepares  herself  against  the  great 
convulsion  which  is  to  lake  place  in  the  coming 
century.    Such  are  the  Hydron  s  views. 


can  easily  save  at  least  nine.    Some  have  sent 
for  their  families  and  intend  settling  down. 
There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  discontent 
with  the  administration  and,  according  to  latest 
accounts,  all  were  healthy  and  working  well.  Mr. 
Sakuma  and  his  colleagues  are  expecting  great 
things  of  the  emigration  to  Queensland  and  the 
employment   of   Japanese   there.  Thursday 
Island  is  spoken  of  as  another  outlet,  while 
the  Mexican  Emigration  Company  look  for- 
ward to  a  brilliant  future.    Japanese  labourers 
have  done  so  well  in  Hawaii  and  New  Caledonia 
that  they  should  have  the  preference  over  others 
in  future,  and  Mr.  Sakuma  is  evidently  the  right 
man  to  look  after  such  matters.    He  is,  despite 
the  possession  of  only  one  lung,  one  of  the  most 
indefatigable  and  successful  business-men  in 
Tokyo  :  the  founder  of  the  Shueisha,  the  largest 
printing-establishment  in  the  Empire,  the  suc- 
cessful raiser  of  the  Japanese  exhibits  sent  to  a  for- 
mer Paris  Exposition— the  ship  bringing  back 
the  treasures  that  were  wrecked  on  the  Japanese 
coast— and  a  man  ever  alive  to  every  philan- 
thropic effort. 


LECTURE    MEETINGS  IN   CONNECTION  WITH  THE 
KIM  AFFAIR. 

The  friends  of  the  late  Kim  Ok-kyiin  have  pro- 
jected a  series  of  lecture  meetings  on  the  19th 
instant  and  two  following  days,  the  entrance 
money  to  be  devoted  to  paying  the  expenses  of 
Kim's  funeral  and  of  erecting  a  monument  to 
him.  The  Kinki-kan  in  the  Kanda  district  of 
Tokyo,  the  Minato-za  in  Yokohama,  and  the 
Yayoi-kan  in  Shiba  are  the  places  selected  for 
the  delivery  of  the  lectures,  and  among  the 
names  of  the  lecturers  we  observe  those  of 
Messrs.  Oi  Kentaro.  Kono  Hironaka,  Wada 
Hikojiro,  Miyake  Yajiro,  Ozaki  Yukio,  Naka- 
muraYatoku,  Kawashima  Jun,  Kozuki  Jokei, 
Ohigashi  Gitetsu,  Node  Shozaburo,  Kawatani 
Seikan,  and  Kokubo  Kishichi— all  men  of  note. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  proceedings  may 
not  have  the  effect  of  creating  a  dangerous 
degree  of  popular  excitement. 


JAPANESE  EMIGRANTS  IN  CALEDONIA. 

At  the  request  of  the  French  authorities,  Mr. 
Sakuma  Teiichi  and  several  others  started  a 
Company  for  the  transporting— a  little  over  two 
years  ago— of  Japanese  labourers  to  the  nickel- 
mines  in  New  Caledonia.    It  was  expected  that 
nearly  two  thousand  would  be  required,  but  only 
one  ship-load  of  six  lTundred  miners  was  de- 
spatched.   While  no  fault  has  been  found  with 
these  men  and  the  French  local  authorities 
speak  in  high  terms  of  their  assiduity  and  faith- 
fulness, it  appears  that  no  more  labourers  have 
a  chance  of  employment  in  the  mines.  Accord- 
ing to  private  information,  we  learn  that  of  the 
six  hundred  emigrants  only  fifty  have  returned 
to  lapan,  while  eight  deaths  occurred  in  twenty- 
six  months,  or  a  little  more  than  an  annual 
death-rate  of  six  per  thousand— a  surprisingly 
small  figure  and  one  which  speaks  well  for  the 
management  and  sanitation  of  the  men.    All  ot 
these  deaths  resulted  from  dysentery,  the  prime 
cause  being  believed  to  be  not  properly  filtered 
water  with  over-indulgence   in  fruits.  When 
the  miners  first  signed  their  contracts,  they  were 
to  receive  the  equivalent  of  10  yen  a  month  ;  but 
owing  to  the  fall  in  exchange,  they  are  now  really 
drawing  sixteen  yen  monthly,  out  of  which  they 


HONGKONG  NEWS. 

An  effort  that  promises  to  have  practical  re- 
suits  is  being  made  to  effect  the  improvement 
of  Macao  Harbour.   The  new  Governor,  Senhor 
Horta  e  Costa,  has  appointed  a  commission  over 
which  he  will  himself  preside,  the  members 
being  the  Treasurer,  the  Harbour  Master,  the 
Senior  Naval  Officer,   the  Director  of  Public 
Works,  and  the  Engineer  of  the  gunboat  Diu. 
The  function  of  the  commission  is  to  obtain 
tenders  for  a  dredger  and  lighters,  and  to  for- 
mulate a  scheme  for  defraying  the  expenditure. 
The  latter  will  probably  be  very  difficult,  as  the 
colony  is  already  very  highly  taxed,  and  its 
capacity  to  pay  imposts  is  not  increasing.  No 
doubt  is  entertained  that  if  the  work  of  harbour 
improvement  were  thoroughly  effected,  a  large 
measure   of  its  ancient   prosperity  would  be 
restored   to  Macao.     The  benefit   would  be 
derived  chiefly  by  the  Chinese,  however,  into 
whose  hands  the  bulk  of  the  trade  has  passed 
•    •    •    Shares  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shang- 
hai  Bank   are  selling  in  London  for  $275, 
whereas  they  fetch  only  $238,  approximately, 
in  Hongkong    •    ■    '    Hongkong  is  about  to 
convert  ,£140,000  of  its  4  per-cent.  loan  into 
3^  per  cent.     The  Colony  has  had  a  bitter 
experience  by  borrowing  on  a  gold  basis,  for 
it  lost  is.  2d.  in  the  dollar  on  its  first  loan, 
and  8d.  in  the  dollar  on  its  second  • 
Concerning  the  origin  of  the  people  of  Macao, 
a  correspondent  of  the  Hongkong  Daily  Press 
says  ;_'<  Though  there  is  a  considerable  oriental 
element  in  the  racial  origin  of  the  Macaense,  the 
Chinese  by  no  means  predominate.    An  ethno- 
logical study  of  the  Macaense  will  reveal  that  in 
their  characteristics  there  is  scarcely  any  Chi- 
nese trace;  while  there  are  still  observable 
some  vestiges  of  Goanese  and  Malaccan  traits. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Portuguese  in  the  olden 
days  married  freely  in  Japan,  usually  with  the 
daughters  of  wealthy  magnates;  and  during  the 
persecution  of  Christians  in  Japan  no  less  than 
two    hundred    and    eighty-seven  Portuguese 
families  were  exiled  from  Nagasaki  to  Macao. 
(Kaempfer's  History  of  Japan,  Vol.  1.  Book 
IV.,   Chapter  V.).    These  facts  throw  some 
light  upon  the  origin  of  the  Macaense." 


FIRES  IN  TOKYO. 

The  high  wind  prevailing  in  Tokyo  during  the 
past  few  days  has  been  accompanied  by  several 
destructive  fires.  One  broke  out  at  11.32  a.m. 
on  the  15th  instant  in  No.  56,  Susaki-machi,  in 
the  Mukojima  suburb  of  Tokyo,  and  was  not 
extinguished  until  3.37  p.m.,  by  which  time 
210  dwelling-houses  had  been  totally  destroy- 
ed, together  with  1 5  store-houses,  2  fire-proof 
godowns,  1  oil-refinery,  and  1  police-station. 
The  conflagration  was  due  to  an  explosion  of 
rockets.  Another  fire  occurred  at  noon  the 
same  day  in  Sangen-cho,  Asakusa,  but  was 
extinguished  after  it  had  partially  consumed  4 
houses.  Another  happened  at  10.30  a.m.  on 
the  same  day  in  the  suburb  called  Setagaya- 
mura,  and  three  houses  were  burned.    On  the 
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1 6th  at  8.50  a.m.,  Iligashimachi  in  Asakusa  was 
the  scene  of  a  Conflagration  that  did  not  spread 
beyond  the  building;  in  which  it  broke  out,  and 
at  1.30  p.m.  on  the  same  day,  11  dwellings  were 
completely  consumed  and  1  was  partially  burned 
in  Minami  Inari-machi,  in  the  Shitaya  district. 


THR   NEW  COMMANDANT   IN  TBI  STRAITS. 

Thh  successor  in  the  Straits  Settlements  to 
Major-General  Sir  Charles  Warren,  G.C.M.G., 
as  telegraphed  by  Reuter,  is  Colonel  Hugh  T. 
Jones- Vaughan,  from  half-pay,  East  Yorkshire 
Regiment,  formerly  the  15th  Foot.  Colonel 
H.  T.  Jones-Vaughan  served  in  Bengal  with  the 
10th  Regiment  in  suppression  of  the  mutiny 
in  1857-58  ;  including  the  actions  of  Chanda, 
Umeerapore,  and  Sultanpoie,  siege  and  cap- 
ture of  Lucknow  (Medal  with  Clasp).  Served 
in  the  Afghan  war  of  1878-80  as  Brigade-Major, 
Peshawur  Field  Force,  and  was  present  at  the 
capture  of  Ali  Musjid  ;  took  part  in  the  expedi- 
tion into  the  Bazar  Valiey  as  Orderly  Officer  to 
Brigade  General  Tytler,  and  in  the  expedition 
into  the  Lughman  Valley  as  Brigade-Major 
(mentioned  in  despatches) ;  was  afterwards  Bri- 
gade-Major with  the  Koorum  Field  Force,  and 
served  with  the  Zaimusht  Expeditionary  Force, 
including  the  affair  at  Zawa  (mentioned  in  des- 
patches,BrevetofLt. Colonel, Medal  with  Clasp). 


WHEAT  AND  SILVER. 

The  extremely  low  price  of  wheat  in  the  United 
States  is  having  a  strong  influen  ce  on  the  minds 
of  former  ardent  partisans  of  the  gold  standard. 
The  average  yearly  yield  of  wheat  during  the 
past  four  years  has  been  480,780,000  bushels, 
which  is  not  at  all  an  over-production  when  the 
steady  increase  in  population  in  the  Northern 
Republic  is  borne  in  mind.  May  wheat  recent- 
ly dropped  to  55^  cents  a  bushel  in  Chicago, 
reacting  to  60,  but  all  hope  of  seeing  wheat  up 
to  a  dollar  a  bushel  has  been  abandoned  by  the 
American  farmers.  The  influence  of  low  prices 
for  wheat  is  in  the  direction  of  lower  wages  and 
lower  prices  for  all  manufactured  products. 
With  the  continual  appreciation  of  gold  it  was 
inevitable  that  wheat  should  drop  in  price. 
Here  is  a  fact  of  interest,  bearing  on  this 
matter.  In  1873  it  required  1.32  quarters  of 
wheat  to  buy  an  ounce  of  gold,  and  in  January 
of  this  year  2.83  quarters!  Every  staple  article 
shows  the  same  loss  of  value  as  measured  in 
gold — cotton,  barley,  oats,  and  wool.  No 
wonder  that  in  the  United  States  bimetallism  is 
growing  in  favour.  The  restoration  of  silver  is 
advocated  in  influential  newspapers  and  by 
bankers  who,  a  few  months  ago,  were  gold 
partisans. 


ANOTHER  FIRE   IN  KANDA. 

For  the  fourth  time  this  year  a  fire  broke  out 
in  Sarugaku  Cho,  Kanda  District,  Tokyo,  at 
one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  nth  instant. 
The  recent  rains  having  thoroughly  soaked  the 
roofs,  only  twenty-nine  houses  were  burnt  down, 
about  a  dozen  others  being  partly  demolished. 
The  flames  spread  at  the  outset  with  tremendous 
rapidity.  They  were  first  noticed  in  the  house 
of  a  tateguya,  or  maker  of  various  domestic 
joinery,  where  seven  persons  were  sleeping, 
three  being  little  children.  Two  of  the  latter 
were  ill  and  the  mother's  first  thought  was  to 
rescue  these.  After  carrying  them  to  a  safe 
place  she  rushed  back  for  the  third  child,  a  boy 
of  five  years,  who  was  sleeping  in  an  upper  room. 
By  the  time  she  reached  the  foot  of  the  steep 
staircase  the  whole  house  was  ablaze;  she 
called  to  the  boy  to  come  to  the  head  of  the 
stairs  and  he  replied  in  a  sleepy  voice,  evidently 
unaware  of  his  imminent  peril.  But  before 
he  could  reach  the  staircase,  the  roof  fell  in 
and  the  child  was  almost  instantly  burnt  to  a 
cinder.  It  is  very  strange  that  every  one  of  the 
fires  in  Sarugaku  Cho  has  been  accompanied 
with  loss  of  life.  There  has  been  no  sadder 
case,  however,  than  the  death  of  this  poor  little 
fellow.  The  mother,  it  is  said,  was  also  badly 
burned  about  the  neck  and  shoulders. 

PIRATES  ON  THE  CANTON  RIVER. 

On  Wednesday,  the  4th  April,  a  steam-launch 
belonging  to  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Messrs. 


Robert  Jack  &  Co.,  of  Hongkong,  which  stalled 
early  in  the  morning  from  Canton  to  Whampoa 
with  about  one  hundred  passengers  on  board, 
when  near  a  place  called  Tung-po,  was  taken 
possession  of  by  seven  pirates  dressed  as  ordin- 
ary passengers  and  armed  with  daggers  and 
revolvers.  They  ordered  the  launch  to  steer 
towards  a  place  called  Pak-sha,  where  some 
junks  were  stationed  to  convey  them  ashore. 
They  carried  property  away  to  the  amount 
of  about  $600.  Two  of  the  passengers  who 
had  valuables  upon  their  persons  jumped 
overboard,  and  nothing  more  was  seen  of  them. 
The  launch  on  reluming  to  Canton  reported 
the  malter  to  the  Custom-house. 


SUICIDE   OF  A  LADY. 

A  very  sad  story  comes  from  Suma,  a  sea-side 
resort  near  Kobe.  The  tale  has  been  elaborat- 
ed into  a  species  of  serial  by  the  Fomiuri  Shim- 
dun,  but  the  gist  of  it  is  that  a  Japanese  lady 
having  been  exceedingly  unhappy  in  her  mar- 
ried life  owing  to  the  dissipated  habits  of  her 
husband,  resolved  never  to  marry  again,  and 
entered  the  Female  Buddhist  Society  of  Kyoto, 
the  better  to  keep  her  resolve.  Subsequently, 
however,  her  mother  and  her  brother  urged  her 
so  strongly  and  importunately  to  accept  an 
eligible  offer,  that  she  resolved  to  die,  as  the 
only  means  of  avoiding  a  second  marriage.  The 
deliberation  of  her  procedure  was  remarkable. 
She  had  a  photograph  of  herself  taken  for  her 
family;  she  caused  her  posthumous  name  to  be 
selected  ;  she  went  and  took  farewell  of  her 
mother  and  brother;  she  wrote  letters  pleading 
with  touching  pathos  for  pardon,  and  explain- 
ing her  motives;  and  finally  she  cut  her  throat 
and  then  threw  herself  into  the  sea.  It  is  a 
miserable  story. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  HAWAII. 

Although  President  Cleveland  is  not  prepared 
to  include  Hawaii  in  the  Great  Republic,  he 
evidently  means  to  have  a  pied  d  terre  in  that 
delectable  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  following 
extract  from  the  New  Fork  Herald,  under  date 
March  23rd.,  is  pretty  conclusive: — 

The  Herald's  Washington  coi  respondent  tele- 
graphs that  the  main  object  of  the  President  in 
the  selection  of  Rear- Admiral  Walker  for  the 
command  of  the  Pacific  Station  is  connected  with 
the  lately  defined  policy  of  the  Administration  in 
regard  to  the  occupation  of  Peail  Harbour  by  the 
United  States.  No  doubt  the  President  also  had 
in  mind  the  woi  1<  of  pat  1  oiling  Belli  ing  Sea  during 
the  piincipal  sealing  season,  but  the  Hawaiian 
matter  is  of  paramount  impoi  tance. 

Ad  miral  Walker  fully  understands  what  is  ex- 
pected of  him.  He  has  had  several  long  con- 
ferences with  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  The  general  nature  of  his  instructions 
was  outlined  to-day  by  a  high  official  as  follows  : — 

The  President  views  with  concern  the  manifesto 
issued  by  President  Dole  some  lime  ago,  which 
stated  that  while  the  United  States  would  be 
allowed  to  occupy  Pearl  Haibour  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1887,  he  under- 
stood the  word  "grant"  in  that  treaty  to  mean 
simply  "  loan,"  and  not  an  outright  gift,  as  held 
by  the  Slate  Depaitment. 

This  manifesto  resulted  in  numeious  consulta- 
tions between  the  Piesident  and  Secietary  Gres- 
ham,  who  have  leached  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
high  time  for  the  United  Slates  to  fiimly  asseit  its 
exclusive  light  to  Peail  Haiboui  and  take  posses- 
sion of  it.  The  Administration  regards  the  treaty 
of  1887  as  giving  this  hai  hour  to  the  United  States 
outiiglit  and  for  all  time. 

Il  is  now  the  purpose  of  the  President  to  secure 
an  absolute  vested  1  ight  in  the  harbour,  carrying 
out  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  treaty.  These 
authorized  the  United  States  to  improve  the  en- 
trance to  the  harbour  and  make  such  other  im- 
provements as  may  be  necessary. 

With  the  conditions  on  the  island  alr  eady  per- 
turbed, it  is  feared  the  occupation  of  the  harbour 
by  the  United  States  may  excite  further  trouble. 
Hence  il  has  been  deemed  desirable  to  have  an  ex- 
perienced and  wide  awake  officer  upon  the  scene, 
one  in  whom  the  Administration  can  place  the 
utmost  confidence. 

Admiral  Walker  fully  understands  that  the  Ad- 
ministration will  not  countenance  anything  that  sa 
voutsof  foreign  interfer  enee  with  Hawaiian  affair  s. 
It  is  also  feared  that  the  Pr  ovisional  Government 
will  find  much  difficulty  in  fi  am  ing  a  new  constitu- 
tion, and  it  is  regarded  as  not  beyond  the  bounds 
of  piobability  that  a  revolution  may  ensue  before 
a  permanent  republican  form  of  government  is 


established  in  Hawaii,  and  conditions  mayaiise 
which  will  make  11  necessary  f„,  ibe  U,,ii,(l  Slate* 
10  land  ill  foices  (or  lire  pinlei  tinn  of  Us  interests, 
which  the  occupancy  of  Peail  Haiboui  will  make 
paiamount  to  the  interests  of  any  other  power. 
Because  of  Us  vested  lights  in  Pearl  Haibour  the 
United  States  will  have  a  hold  upon  the  islands 

which  will  virtually  amount  to  a  protectorate. 

Hear  Admiial  Walker  has  been  ordered  to  leave 
his  present  station  as  president  of  the  Hoard  of 
Inspection  and  Survey  and  as  piesident  of  the 
Stability  Hoard  on  Mar  ch  28th  and  proceed  to  San 
Francisco.  At  that  poit  he  will  take  steamer  for 
Honolulu,  where  he  will  lelieve  Rear- Admiral 
Irwin  about  April  rail),  just  three  days  before  tit e 
latter's  reliiemenl.  Me  will  hoist  his  flag  on  the 
Philadelphia,  which  will  probably  be  his  flag- 
ship throughout  his  whole  slay,  unless  some  vessel 
like  the  New  York  is  ordered  to  those  waters, 

Rear-Admiral  Walker  will  be  accompanied  on 
his  passage  to  Honolulu  by  Lieutenant  S.  A  Slau- 
ton  and  Ensign  Spencer  S.  Wood,  who  will  act  as 
flag  lieutenant.  Stanton  has  been  attached  to  the 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  and  Ensign  Wood 
has  been  acting  as  naval  aide  to  Secretary  Hei- 
beit.  Their  places  will  be  filled  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Seaton  Schioeder  on  the  Board  of 
of  Inspection  and  Survey,  and  Lieutenant  L.  L. 
Reamey,  who  will  be  ihe  Secretary's  naval  aide. 


UNWITTING  PARRICIDE. 

The  Soul  correspondent  of  a  metropolitan 
vernacular  daily,  has  a  most  remarkable  story 
to  tell.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Kin  Shu-boku, 
he  writes,  was  a  resident  of  Kogendo  Junyo,  a 
place  which  we  fail  to  recognise.  On  a  certain 
evening  in  March,  he  thought  he  saw  some 
suspiciously  white  object  moving  about  at  one 
end  of  the  garden.  Thinking  it  was  a  dog  which 
had  often  annoyed  him  by  predatory  visits  to  his 
larder,  he  tiptoed  close  to  the  culprit  and  gave 
it  a  severe  blow  with  a  iron  rod.  But  it  gave 
a  loud  cry  and  then  fell  down  in  a  very  human 
fashion,  so  that  Kin  was  alarmed  and  went  for 
a  lantern  to  see  what  it  was  that  he  had  struck. 
To  his  horror  he  found  that  he  had  killed  his 
own  father,  who  had  for  some  time  been  sick 
abed  and  gone  out  into  the  garden  probably  for 
a  breath  of  fresh  air.  Kin  concealed  what  he 
had  done  from  his  neighbours,  gave  out  that 
his  father  had  died  a  natural  death  and  ordered 
a  sumptuous  funeral.  But  the  secret  leaked  out 
somehow  or  other;  Kin  was  arrested  tried,  and 
is  now  under  sentence  of  decapitation,  as  the  real 
though  unwitting  murderer  of  his  father.  The 
story  may  be  true,  but  it  sounds  very  improbable. 


THE  "  KOK.UMIN-NO-TOMO  "    ON  THE  SITUATION. 

The  Kokumin-no-Tomo  of  the  13th  instant  has 
two  characteristic  articles  on  the  political  situa- 
tion. In  the  first  it  discusses  the  connection 
between  the  Government  and  the  Radical  Party  ; 
in  the  second,  it  considers  the  real  ground  of 
conflict  between  the  Government  and  the  Op- 
position. The  Kokumin's  opinion  of  the  Ito 
Cabinet  is  anything  but  favourable.  Count 
Ito's  desire,  it  says,  to  please  everybody  has 
ended  in  creating  enemies  on  all  sides.  The 
Cabinet's  blunders  culminated  in  seeking  the 
friendship  of  the  Radical  Party.  For  that  rea- 
son it  has  forfeited  the  sympathy  of  Counts 
Yamagata  and  Matsukaia,  caused  Count  Iuouye 
to  become  indifferent,  and  made  Count  Kuroda 
disappointed.  For  that  same  reason,  it  alien- 
ated the  hearts  of  such  men  as  Prince  Konoye, 
Viscount  Tani,  Viscount  Shinagawa,  and  Mr. 
Shirane.  Yet,  despite  these  sacrifices,  the  Cabi- 
net has  not  succeeded  in  securing  the  full 
friendship  of  the  Radical  Party.  On  the  con- 
trary, that  Party  threatens,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, to  go  frankly  into  opposition.  How 
then  does  the  Cabinet  hope  to  pull  through 
the  coming  session  of  the  Diet?  In  the  Koku- 
min's opinion,  its  only  hope  lies  in  the  shortness 
of  the  session.  Attempts  will  no  doubt  be  made 
to  break  up  the  combination  of  opposing  fac- 
tions by  introducing  questions  of  national  defence, 
of  railways,  and  of  re-assessment  of  taxable 
value  of  land.  But  the  principle  stratagem  is 
the  shortness  of  the  session.  As  to  the  Radical 
Parly,  its  position  is  far  from  definite.  In  the 
Kokumin's  opinion,  its  object  is  to  secure  all 
the  advantages  of  alliance  with  the  clan  Go- 
vernment and  at  ihe  same  time  to  enjoy  the 
reputation  of  attacking  the  Government.  In 
other  words,  the  Jiyu-to  is  alike  unable  either 
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to  cooperate  with  the  other  parties  in  Opposi- 
tion or  to  enter  into  open  alliance  with  them. 
The  Radical  Party  formerly  enjoyed  the  re- 
putation of  being  honest  and  straightforward, 
but  its  character  is  now  declared  to  be  very 
different  from  what  it  once  was.  Its  funda- 
mental object  being  irrational,  its  conduct 
is  pronounced  to  be  correspondingly  illogical. 
For  instance,  it  has  declared  its  intention 
to  put  questions  to  the  Cabinet  about  the  rea- 
sons for  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House. 
The  Kokumin  thinks  it  useless  to  frame  such 
questions,  since  the  public  knows  perfectly  well 
the  dissolution  was  caused  by  the  Represen- 
tation on  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties.  As 
to  the  contention  that  the  Jiyu-tos  object  in 
propounding  these  questions  is  to  criticise  the 
Cabinet's  conduct  in  dissolving  the  Diet,  our 
contemporary  remarks  that,  if  such  be  the  case, 
nothing  could  be  more  inconsistent:  for  did 
not  the  Radical  Party  take  the  side  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  subject?  The  Radicals 
promise  also  to  press  the  Cabinet  for  the 
accomplishment  of  Treaty  Revision.  Such  a 
step,  too,  is  pronounced  unnecessary  and 
even  ridiculous,  for  in  the  Kokumin' s  opinion  a 
Cabinet  which  is  afraid  of  the  movement  for 
Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties,  is  in- 
capable of  accomplishing  their  revision.  The 
Tokyo  journal  here  avails  itself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  eulogise  Count  Okuma's  policy  when 
he  was  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  His  policy 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  rigidly  enforce  the 
treaties,  and  on  the  other,  to  demand  their  re- 
vision. Unless  a  programme  of  that  kind  be 
pursued,  the  Kokumin  thinks  there  is  no  hope 
of  achieving  Revision.  These  instances  suffice, 
it  declares,  to  prove  that' the  Radical  Party  is 
not  serious  in  its  declaration  of  opposition  to 
the  Cabinet,  its  object  being  thereby  to  deceive 
its  honest  members  in  the  provincial  districts. 
"  With  Mr.  Mutsu  as  its  actual  leader,  Mr. 
Hoshi  as  puller  of  the  wires,  and  Count  Goto 
as  guardian,  the  Radical  Party  has  under- 
gone an  entire  degeneration,  and  there  is  no 
means  of  salvation  for  it."  So  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  the  Kokumin  is  that,  in  the  coming 
session  of  the  Diet,  the  Cabinet  and  the  J iyu-to 
will  mutually  assume  a  hostile  attitude,  though 
privately  exchanging  friendly  assurances. 

*  ., 
*  * 

Concerning  the  situation  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Opposition,  the  Kokumin  seems 
to  think  that  there  is  no  hope  of  reconciliation 
between  them,  as  they  represent  two  classes  of 
diametrically  opposite  ideas.     The  statesmen 
in  power  are  committed  to  the  maintenance  of 
a  clannish  bureaucracy  in  which  Ministers  of 
the  Crown   are  not  held    responsible  to  the 
Diet.      The  Opposition,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
equally  committed  to  carrying  out  a  system 
of  Government  in  which  the  Ministers  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  Diet.     Such,  says  our 
contemporary,  is  the  point  at  issue  between 
the   Government  and   the  Opposition.  The 
conflict  is  between  the  new  and  the  old  schools 
of  thought.    The  Tokyo  periodical  is  not  so 
blinded   by  party  spirit  as  to  maintain,  with 
some  persons,  that  those  in  power  are  incap- 
able of  accomplishing  anything  good  for  the 
country.  Nor  does  it  believe  that  the  politicians 
of  the  Opposition  are  saints.    But  speaking 
comparatively,  the  latter  are  declared  to  be 
purer,  more  disinterested,  and  more  energetic 
than  the  former.    The  day  on  which  the  Ad- 
ministrative power  passes  from  the  hands  of  its 
present  holders  into  those  of  the  Opposition, 
will  be,  in  the  Kokumin  s  opinion,  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  era  not  only  in  politics, 
but  in  all  other  departments  of  national  life. 
The  introduction  of  a  system  of  Responsible 
Cabinets  may  lead  to  the  growth  of  new  evils, 
but  our  contemporary  is  convinced  that  whatever 
disadvantages  it  may  bring  in  its  train  will  be 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  large  benefits 
resulting.    So  long  as  the  representatives  of  the 
old  school  of  thought  remain  in  power,  the 
Kokumin  thinks  it  impossible  that  the  admini- 
stration .should  be  thoroughly  reformed.    It  does 
not  pronounce  any  view  as  to  the  probable  result 
of  the  contest  which  is  to  lake  place  in  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  the  Diet.  Indeed  it  does  not 


seem  to  be  at  all  confident  of  the  Opposition's 
victory.  At  any  rate,  it  strongly  appeals  to  the 
public  to  show  sympathy  with  the  advocates  of 
Responsible  Cabinets. 

* 

*  * 

In  reading  these  articles  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Kokumin-no-Tomo  has  always 
been  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Progressionists. 
Nothing  could  be  more  amusing,  were  the  sub- 
ject less  grave,  than  the  general  verdict  it  pro- 
nounces as  to  the  comparative  moral  standard  of 
the  Government  and  the  Opposition.  In  point  of 
fact,  the  vertebrae  of  the  Opposition,  whose  cause 
the  Kokumin  advocates,  consist  of  men  who 
have  already  possessed  administrative  power, 
and  who  left  office,  not  because  any  funda- 
mental difference  of  opinion  existed  between 
them  and  their  colleagues,  the  present  Cabinet 
Ministers,  but  because  of  jealousies  and  con- 
tentitions  lying  entirely  outside  the  sphere  of 
high  moral  qualities.  It  is  extremely  divert- 
ing to  find  a  partisan  periodical  arrogating  the 
title  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  moral  calibre 
of  political  forces  arrayed  against  each  other  in 
a  struggle  in  which  it  is  itself  keenly  engaged, 


THE  PROGRESS  OF  THE   JAPANESE  PEOPLE. 

At  the  recent  graduation  ceremony  of  the 
Tokyo  Commercial  School,  Mr.  Sakatani  de- 
livered a  speech,  the  gist  of  which  was  that  the 
country  is  to  be  sincerely  congratulated  on  the 
progress  made  by  it  in  the  last  decade.  Mr. 
Sakatani  did  not  allude  merely  to  material  pro- 
gress. His  claim  was  that  whereas  formerly 
nothing  in  the  way  of  commerce  or  industry 
was  inaugurated  without  official  initiative,  now- 
adays the  position  is  reversed  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  beginning  to  lag  behind  the  people  in 
enterprise.  By  way  of  illustrating  this  conten- 
tion, he  instanced  the  opening  of  a  steamship 
service  to  Bombay  although  a  Japanese  Consul 
has  not  yet  been  established  there  ;  the  com- 
mencement of  a  large  tide  of  emigration  to  Aus- 
tralia without  any  Government  encouragement 
whatever,  and  finally  the  agitation  in  favour  of 
abolishing  export  duties  in  the  face  of  official 
opposition.  Undoubtedly  the  Japanese  are  get- 
ting on. 

GOVERNMENT  INDUSTRIES. 

It  is  pleasant  to  learn  on  the  authority  of  His 
Excellency  Viscount  Enomoto  that  the  Shimosa 
sheep-farm,  upon  which  so  much  money  was 
formerly  spent  and  which  was  abandoned  as  a 
hopeless  enterprise  under  official  management, 
is  developing  promise  of  ultimate  success  in  the 
hands  of  the  Imperial  Household  Department. 
The  farm  received  a  trial  of  only  seven  years  on 
its  original  basis,  and  would  then  have  been 
abandoned  altogether  had  not  the  Household 
Department  taken  an  interest  in  it.  Viscount 
Enomoto  adduced  this  case  when  speaking  at 
the  last  general  meeting  of  the  Agricultural 
Society  of  Japan,  and  employed  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  illustrating  a  proposition  that  in  many 
instances  official  enterprises  had  not  received 
sufficient  trial,  but  had  been  prematurely 
abandoned  in  deference  to  unintelligent  criti- 
cism. The  Viscount  alluded,  also,  in  the  same 
context  to  the  use  of  American  cotton  seed  in 
Japan.  That,  too,  had  not  been  attended  with 
any  good  results  at  first,  and  official  connection 
with  it  had  been  severed.  But  now  there  was 
every  indication  that  success  would  be  attained. 
Viscount  Enomoto  contended  from  all  this  that 
what  is  chiefly  needed  in  Japan  is  more  hearty 
cooperation  between  officials  and  people. 
* 

*  * 

In  the  same  speech  Viscount  Enomoto  made 
some  interesting  remarks  about  agriculture  in 
Japan.  He  denied  the  truth  of  the  commonly 
accepted  view  that  farming  is  excellent  and 
needs  no  improvement.  On  the  contrary,  he 
alleged  that  with  the  exception  of  rice  and  barley 
nearly  all  agricultural  products  suffered  from 
want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  farmer. 
tti  methods  of  improving  the  soil,  preparing 
fertilizers,  employing  labour-saving  implements 
and  so  forth,  there  was  much,  room  for  progress. 
The  Experimental  Stations  established  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country  would  doubtless  supply 
'  valuable  data  for  bringing  about  a  better  state 


of  affairs,  but  of  course  time  was  needed,  and 
moreover  six  of  such  stations  was  not  enough  : 
there  ought  to  be  one  in  every  Prefecture. 
* 

*  * 

The  Viscount  did  not  fail  to  introduce  his 
favourite  topic — emigration.  He  comhatted  the 
doctrine  so  often  advanced  that  an  exodus  of 
able-bodied  persons  from  a  country  signified  a 
loss  of  so  much  producing  capacity.  The  main 
end  to  be  secured  was  that  the  Japanese  people 
should  better  their  condition.  Infertility  of  soil, 
insufficiency  of  arable  land,  and  overcrowding 
of  the  agricultural  profession  were  serious  evils 
in  this  country.  The  farming  classes  in  Japan 
constituted  70  per  cent,  of  the  total  population 
of  40  millions.  The  area  of  land  to  each  unit 
of  the  agricultural  population  in  Japan  averaged 
only  1.8  tan  (0.45  acre),  or  9  tan  {z\  acres) 
for  a  family  of  5  persons.  Without  espousing 
the  Daino-ron,  or  large-farm  theory  of  some  per- 
sons, the  speaker  thought  that  i\  acres  was  not 
sufficient  to  support  a  family  of  five  in  ordinary 
comfort,  and  that  the  area  ought  to  be  at  least 
doubled.  Another  proof  of  the  plethora  of 
farmers  was  the  extravagantly  high  price  of  land. 
While  the  profits  derivable  from  agriculture  were 
very  slender,  the  price  of  land  ruled  exceedingly 
high,  showing  that  it  was  an  object  of  undue 
competition.  To  lessen  the  number  of  farmers 
by  emigration  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  needs 
of  the  time. 


THE   FI VE-STAPLKS  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Mayeda  Masana  delivered  a  long  speech 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Five  Staples  Association 
which  is  now  in  session  in  Kyoto,  We  have 
read  the  speech  with  much  interest,  hoping  to 
obtain  from  it  some  clear  notion  of  the  true 
reasons  that  have  led  to  rlie  organization  of  the 
Association,  and  of  the  methods  contemplated 
by  the  projectors.  But  the  impression  produced 
by  the  reading  is  vague.  Mr.  Mayeda  claims 
that  the  trade  in  the  Five  Staples  is  in  a  very 
unsatisfactory  condition,  and  he  attributes  the 
fact  chiefly  to  the  over-shadowing  part  play- 
ed by  foreigners.  His  idea  is  that  the  Japan- 
ese producer  is  always  working  in  the  dark  ; 
that,  having  no  direct  contact  with  foreign  con- 
sumers, he  cannot  gauge  their  tastes  or  adapt  his 
own  projects  to  them,  and  that  he  consequently 
fails  to  secure  the  custom  otherwise  within  his 
reach.  The  second  prime  reason  for  the  state 
of  depression  described  by  Mr.  Mayeda  is  ex- 
cessive competition  among  Japanese  consumers. 
Here  the  speaker  was  distinctly  practical.  He 
said  that  by  blindly  sacrificing  everything  to 
cheapness,  Japanese  producers  injure  the  re- 
putation of  their  wares  and  virtually  cut  the 
throat  of  their  trade.  Hence  he  urged  the 
absolute  necessity  of  intelligent  combination  and 
cooperation. 

THE   FIGHTING  IN  MINDANAO. 

Advices  have  reached  London  from  Mindanao, 
capital  of  the  island  of  that  name,  in  the  Malay 
Archipelago,  showing  that  further  trouble  has 
occurred  between  the  Malays  and  the  Spanish 
troops.  A  strong  force  of  Malays,  armed  with 
modern  weapons,  and  led  by  the  Sultan  of  Ale, 
made  an  attack  upon  the  Spanish  military  station 
at  Lepanto,  on  the  Island  of  Mindanao,  and 
captured  the  place.  The  station  was  sacked 
by  the  natives  and  the  officers  and  two  men 
caplured.  The  Malays  then  fled  to  the  mountains 
where  they  sought  refuge  in  a  place  they  believed 
was  inaccessible.  While  on  their  way  with  their 
prisoners,  some  of  whom  were  women,  the  two 
officers  and  three  of  the  women  became  so  ex- 
hausted that  they  could  not  proceed  fast  enough 
to  suit  their  captors.  The  latter  decided  that 
these  five  should  be  killed  and  they  were  mas- 
sacred. As  soon  as  the  news  reached  Minda- 
nao, a  strong  native  force  was  despatched  in 
pursuit,  and  an  engagement  took  place  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  band.  Many  of 
the  marauding  force  were  captured,  and  swift 
punishment  with  be  meted  to  them.  Both  islands 
of  Mindanao  and  Jole  are  in  an  almost  open 
stale  of  warfare.  General  Blanco,  of  the 
Spanish  army,  is  organising  at  Manila  an  ex- 
pedition that  will  number  3,000  men  to  operate 
against  them.    This  force  will  co-operate  with 
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the  Spanish  warships  in  Malay  waters.  It  is 
said  iliat  the  Malays  are  receiving  Japanese  ami 
European  support.  It  was  only  a  short  time 
ago  tliat  a  large  force  of  natives  from  Mindanao 
made  an  attack  upon  the  Spanish  garrison  on 
the  Island  of  Santar.  They  were  repulsed  with 
a  loss  of  over  200  killed.  The  Spanish  loss  was 
only  one  killed  but  quite  a  number  wounded. 


TUB   PB15RS  AND  THI!   IMl'KRIAL  DONATION. 

It  is  said  that  the  Household  Department  is 
resolved  to  make  a  reply  emphatically  negative 
to  the  representation  of  the  Peers  who  recently 
raised  objections  to  the  manner  of  distributing 
the  Imperial  bounty  granted  in  connection  with 
the  Silver  Wedding.    The  discontented  Peers 
maintain  that  the  continuous  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment ever  since  the  Restoration  has  been 
to  obliterate  the  distinction  between  the  Court 
Nobles  and  the  Territorial  Nobles,  whereas  by 
apportioning  the  bounty  to  the  Court  Nobles 
exclusively,  new  vitality  is  given   to  the  dis- 
tinction.   But  against  this  objection  the  House- 
hold Department  alleges  that  the  gifts  now  to 
be  bestowed  on  the  nobility  being  entirely  the 
outcome  of  His  Majesty's  benevolent  volition, 
the  idea  of  raising  any  question  from  outside  as 
to  the  manner  of  their  bestowal,  is  contrary  to 
all  propriety.    Further,  the   territorial  nobles 
ought  to  be  perfectly  content  with  their  lot.  It 
would  have  been  a  step  entirely  in  conformity 
with  the  natural  sequence  of  things  had  the 
territorial  nobles  been  deprived  of  all  revenue 
from  the  State  at  the  Restoration,  whereas  they 
were  liberally  dealt  with,.and  are  now,  for  the 
most  part,  in  opulent  circumstances.    It  is  at 
once  graceless  and  disloyal  on  the  part  of  these 
nobles  to  essay  any  interference  with  the  free 
exercise  of  the  Imperial  benevolence  toward 
their  non-territorial  fellows.    Such  is  said  to  be 
the  attitude  of  the  Imperial  Household  Depart 
ment.    It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  dis- 
contented nobles  will  take  any  farther  step. 
Their    remonstrance    was    submitted    to  the 
Department  by  five   chosen  representatives — 
Viscounts  Shinjo,  Itakura,  Yonezu,  Torii,  and 
Kyogoku — who  also  represent  the  anti-Govern- 
ment Sections  in  the  Upper  House.    From  this 
choice  it  is  inferred  that  some  intention  exists 
of  pushing  the  matter  pai  liamentarily,  but  we 
scarcely  believe  that  such  a  step  will  be  taken. 

WATERPROOF  MAPS. 

Mr.  Yamada  Kunisaburo,  an  Assistant-Sur- 
veyor in  the  War  Department,  has  invented  a 
map  said  to  be  quite  incapable  of  injury  by  ex- 
posure to  damp.  The  Department  conferred 
on  him  a  reward  of  200  yen  on  the  31st  ultimo. 
He  has  been  engaged  upon  the  work  for  many 
years,  encountering  not  a  few  difficulties.  In 
1892  his  maps  were  subjected  to  a  practical 
test  on  the  occasion  of  the  grand  manoeuvres. 
They  succeeded  very  well,  but  showed  one  defect, 
liability  to  change  colour,  though  not  losing  their 
distinctness  of  outline.  This  fault  the  inventor 
was  afterwards  able  to  correct,  and  the  maps  are 
said  to  be  now  thoroughly  satisfactory.  The 
strength  of  the  paper  employed  is  so  great 
that  even  after  having  been  steeped  in  water  and 
wrung  out  like  wet  linen,  it  cannot  be  torn  with- 
out an  exertion  of  considerable  force.  The 
material  is  of  necessity  a  little  more  costly  than 
ordinary  paper,  but  its  great  durability  more  than 
compensates.  In  Europe  and  America  maps 
for  use  in  the  field  have  to  be  carried  in  water- 
proof cases,  but  Mr.  Yamada's  maps  require 
nothing  of  the  kind. 


Indeed,   he  does   not  icgard  any  religion  as 
strongly  calculated  to  appeal  to   man  ralioci- 
uative  lacullies.    What  is  wanted  is  something 
which  by  moving  one's  sentiments,  shall  sei  ve  as 
a  practical  guide  in  the  affairs  of  eveiy-day  life. 
Against  Christian) ty  there   have  to  be  set  the 
historical  prejudices  attaching  to  it,  its  novelty, 
the  narrowness  of  the  sphere  it  has  permeated, 
and   its  tendency,   unless   greatly  altered,  to 
foster  a  philo-foreign  sentiment  throughout  the 
nation.    Christian  propagandists  condemn,  for 
example,  the  respect  paid  by  Japanese  to  the 
portraits  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  and  by 
so  doing  sel  their  creed  in  direct  conflict  with 
one  of  the  most  cherished    instincts   of  the 
Japanese  race.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Buddhism 
is  to  suffice  for  Japan's  needs,  it  must  be  radi- 
cally reformed.    Foremost  among  the  changes 
required,  is  abolition  of  the  present  hereditary 
tenure  of  the  office  of  chief-priest.    In  such  a 
sect  as  the  Shinshu,  where  marriage  is  permitted 
to  the  priests  and  where  temple    property  is 
vested  in  priests,  a  father  at  his  death  leaves  his 
property  and  his  office  to  his  son,  who  is  just  as 
likely  as  not  to  be  quite  unfitted  for  the  trust. 
Buddhists,  again,  are  conspicuously  inactive  in 
matters  that  ought  to  elicit  their  most  zealous 
efforts — charity,  for  example;  correctionary  in 
struction    to  criminals    undergoing  sentence 
education  of  the  children  of  thepoorand  so  forth. 
The  priests  are  too  often  of  notoriously  loose 
morals,  prone  to  political  ambition,  disposed  to 
engage  in  sectarian  strife,  and  ill-educated.  These 
defects,  however,  are  capable  of  reform,  and  if 
they  are  reformed,  Buddhism,  in  Mr.  Soyeda's 
opinion,   is    the    religion    that  Japan  should 
earnestly  embrace. 


uling  in  any  part  of  Japan  other  than  the 
Treaty  Polls  shall  be  liable  to  iinpi isouincnt  for 
term  not  exceeding  two  yearn  with  01  without 
hard  labour,  and  with  or  without  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  same 
Order  provides  that  if  any  Hrinsh  subject  be 
guilty  of  publicly  deriding,  mocking,  or  insult- 
ing any  leligion  established  01  observed  in 
apan  ;  or  o(  publicly  offering  any  insult  to  any 
igious  service,  feast,  or  ceiemony  established 
kept  in  any  part  of  Japan,  or  to  any  place  for 
worship,  tomb  01  sanctuary  belonging  to  any  such 
religion,  or  to  the  ministers  or  professors  of  it, 
e  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  not  more 
than  two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour, 
tnd  with  or  without  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  fact  is  that  the  Japanese 
need  not  give  themselves  the  slightest  trouble 
to  enact  laws  for  the  restraint  of  foreigners.  If 
they  want  to  enforce  the  Treaties  strictly,  all  that 
they  have  to  do  is  to  prefer  formal  complaint 
against  anybody  violating  them. 


JAPANESE  PETROLEUM. 

Until  recently  the  petroleum  found  in  Echigo 
province  did  not  reach  the  Tokyo  maiket  in 
any  considerable  quantities,  but  since  railway 
facilities  have  been  improved,  the  oil  comes  to 
Tokyo  more  abundantly.    Lately  some  thirty 
thousand  cases  were  sold,  and  the  fact  caused 
so  much  alarm — we   quote   from  the  Shogyo 
Shimpo — to  persons  interested   in  the  sale  of 
imported  petroleum,  that  they  resorted  to  the 
advice  of  warning  the  Authorities  that  the  Echigo 
oil  is  highly  inflammable,  and  dangerous  for 
common  use.  The  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police 
thereupon  subjected  the  petroleum  to  various 
tests,  and  finding  it  unsatisfactory,  prohibited 
its  sale   unless  steps  were  taken  to  refine 
Againstthat  decision  the  Shogyo  Shimpo  protests 
very  strongly.    It  admits,  apparently,  that  the 
inferior  kinds  of  Echigo  oil  warrant  the  action 
of  the  police,  but  it  claims  that  the  better  descrip 
tions  are  superior  to  either  American  or  Russian 
petroleum,  and  that  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  whole 
in  the  sequel  of  an  examination  confined  to  the 
inferior  varities,  is  not  only  unjust,  but  also  eco 
nomically  impolitic  as  tending  to  check  the 
development  of  the  national  resources.  Be 
sides,  there  are  no  rules  to  guide  the  manufac 
turers,  the  regulations  promulgated  about  four 
teen  years  ago  never  having  been  seriously  en 
forced.    The  Shogyo  therefore  claims  that  until 
accurate  rules  are  enacted  and  carried  out,  no 
restraint  should  be  put  on  the  sale  of  the  Echigo 
product.    But  we  doubt  whether  our  contem- 
porary is  entirely  correct  in  this  criticism.  Cer- 
tainly oil  imported  since  1882  is  supposed  to 
have  satisfied  the  tests  prescribed  by  the  regula- 
tions then  promulgated. 


RELIGION  IN  JAPAN. 

Mr.  Soyeda,  a  Councillor  and  Secretary  of 
the  Finance  Department  and  a  Director  of  the 
Specie  Bank,  delivered  a  lecture  on  religion  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Science  Society. 
His  intellectual  and  official  status  lent  special 
interest  to  what  he  had  to  say.  Religion,  he 
held,  is  a  necessity  in  the  life  of  a  Stale.  With- 
out religion  neither  can  the  administration  be 
good  nor  the  nation  prosperous  and  great. 
What  religion,  then,  should  Japan  have  ?  The 
choice,  in  Mr.  Soyeda's  opinion,  lies  between 
Christianity  and  Buddhism,  and  he  prefers  the 
latter.  From  the  point  of  view  of  a  system  of 
morality,  he  does  not  detect  much  difference. 


THE  PEERS  AND  TRFATY  ENFORCEMENT. 

A  section  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Peers  is  said  to  be  again  discussing  the  subject 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  These  members 
were  formerly  very  strong  in  their  support  of 
Strict  Enforcement,  but  they  appear  to  have 
weakened  considerably  and  to  be  now  of  the 
opinion  that  nothing  is  needed  beyond  the  im- 
position of  penalties  in  the  case  of  persons  who 
exceed  Treaty  privileges  by  trading,  travelling, 
or  residing  outside  fixed  limits.  It  is  really  a 
legitimate  subject  of  wonder  whether  these  folks 
who  agitate  for  such  a  purpose  understand  how 
completely  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  already 
provide  for  the  strict  enforcement  of  her  Treaty 
obligations.  For  example,  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil of  1865  provides  that  any  British  subject 


RUSSIA  S  GREAT  TEMPTATION. 

A  correspondent  wr  ites  : — During  the  past  few 
months  no  subject  has  given  rise  to  so  much 
discussion  as  the  present  attitude  of  Russia  to- 
ward England   and  the  Continental  Powers. 
The  friendly  attitude  of  the  Great  Empire  to- 
wards France,  and  the  new  commercial  treaty 
recently  made  by  it  with  Germany,  have  given  re- 
newed occasion  to  the  Continental  press  to  "com- 
pare figures,"  as  it  were,  and  to  conjecture  the 
probable  course  of  events  in  case  of  a  European 
war  in  the  near  future.    Touching  the  most 
sensitive  point,  the  Bosphorus,  where  by  com- 
mon consent  the  awful  drama  has  been  located, 
the  Kolnische  Zeitutig  has  an  interesting  article 
from   which   we   extract   the   most  essential 
thoughts.    First,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact 
that  International  Treaties  prohibit  the  Russian 
fleet  stationed   in  the   Black  Sea  from  ever 
passing  the  Dardanelles   before  having  first 
received  special  permission  from  the  Sultan  of 
Turkey.     But  such  treaties   must    needs  be 
backed  by  very  strong  military  power,  otherwise 
they  are  scarcely  worth  the  paper  on  which 
they  are  written.    Unless  Turkey,  or  the  allies, 
which  may  come  to  her  assistence,  are  able  to 
defend  the  Straits,  Russia  cannot  be  held  to 
the  provisions  of  the  treaties.    England's  fleet 
has  repeatedly  been  anchored   in  the  Bay  of 
Besika  in  order  to  render  assistance  in  the  de- 
fence of  Constantinople.    But  just  now  Eng- 
land is  beginning  to  realize  that  the  dream  of 
her  supremacy  in  the   Mediterranean  Sea  is 
over,  and  that  France  can  to-day  overpower  the 
British  fleet  in  these  waters.    The  question, 
therefore,  whether  Russia  can  much  longer  be 
prevented  from  passing  her  fleet  through  the 
Dardanelles  has  become  problematic.  Unless 
some  great  European  Power  effectually  backs 
Turkey,    Russia   will    be   practically   free  to 
pass  the  Straits.    Captain  Stenzel,  one  of  the 
ablest  writers  on  naval  affairs,  believes  that  a 
foreign  fleet  will  have  to  decide  Turkey's  posi- 
tion in  the  coming  war.    Russia's  longing  for 
unhampered  ocean-communication  is  of  ancient 
date,  is  quite  natural  and,  in  a  sense,  just.  She 
will  therefore  never  desist  from  attempts  to 
become  mistress  of  the  Bosphorus.    The  late 
Count  Schuwaloff  put  it  thus  : — "Do  what  you 
please,  a  man  who  is  freezing  will  attempt  to 
get  near  the  fire."    In  the  next  war  the  situation 
will  be  vastly  different  from  what  it  was  in  the 
six  wars  which  Russia  waged  against  Turkey 
during  the  last  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years,  for  now  both  Roumanian  and  Bulgarian 
armies   would  stoutly  oppose  Russia.     It  is 
therefore  improbable  that  she  would  take  the 
road  taken  on  former  occasions  to  reach  Con- 
stantinople.   Roumania  and  Bulgaria  are  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  the  destruction  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  would   be  followed  by  the 
loss  of  their  own  independence,  and  that  of 
Servia  as  well.    In  view  of  this  we  may  regard 
it  as  quite  certain  that  Russia  will  make  her 
next  attack  by  means  of  her  navy.    This  then 
raises  the  question  as  to  the  value  of  the  fortifi- 
cations on  the  Bosphorus.    There  are  not  a  few 
competent  military  writers  who  believe  that  the 
strength  of  those  fortifications  has  been  greatly 
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overrated.  On  the  other  hand,  of  course,  there 
are  some  who  claim  that  even  a  fleet  of  modern 
armour-clads  could  not  pass  the  Straits  without 
sustaining  very  serious  loss.  This  might  be 
true  in  a  sense,  but  as  Captain  Stenzel  has  very 
strikingly  shown,  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  forcing  a  passage  past  the  forts,  and 
making  an  attack  with  the  intention  of  taking 
them.  The  latter  might  indeed  be  a  difficult 
task,  while  the  former  has  frequently  been  exe- 
cuted. Captain  Stenzel  has  endeavoured  to  de- 
monstrate that  it  is  possible  for  the  Russians  to 
take  Constantinople  with  astonishing  prompti- 
tude from  the  sea.  The  continual  strong  current 
from  the  Black  Sea  to  the  Sea  of  Marmora 
makes  it  possible  for  a  vessel  with  a  speed  of 
fourteen  knots  to  reach  Constantinople  within 
fifty  minutes  after  its  entrance  into  the  Bos- 
phorus.  Moreover,  the  troops  which  garrison 
these  forts  have  little  or  no  practice  with  heavy 
guns;  the  batteries  of  Constantinople  are  of 
small  account,  while  the  Turkish  fleet  is  for  the 
most  part  badly  manned  and  the  ships  are  anti- 
quated. Russia,  on  the  other  hand,  has  in  the 
Black  Sea  5  battleships,  2  floating  batteries,  10 
armoured  cruisers,  3  dispatch-boats,  23  torpedo- 
boats,  9  transports,  and  2  steamers  used  in  lay- 
ing submarine  mines.  Such  a  formidable  fleet 
would  be  able  to  transport,  in  the  shortest  space 
of  time,  32,000  infantry,  500  cavalry,  and  20 
batteries  of  artillery.  Sebastopol  is  about  335 
miles  from  the  Bosphoius,  Odessa  only  320, 
and  in  both  ports  the  shipping  and  landing  of 
troops  is  continually  practised.  In  the  face  of 
these  facts  it  cannot  surprise  any  one  to  hear  it 
said  that  within  two  days  the  Turkish  Capital 
may  be  in  the  hands  of  Russia.  At  a  moment's 
notice  from  115,000  to  120,000  Russian  soldiers 
are  ready  to  make  the  attempt.  If,  five  days  later, 
the  British  fleet  should  arrive,  it  would  find  the 
Dardanelles  closed  by  the  Russians.  That 
Turkey  can  prevent  such  a  coup  d'Uat  is  more 
than  doubted,  for  this  would  require  the  con- 
stant presence  of  a  well  equipped,  modern  fleet, 
something  Turkey  does  not  possess. 

ESCAPED   FROM  VLADIVOSTOCK. 

Four  American  sealers  arrived  from  Nagasaki 
this  morning  and  reported  themselves  at  the 
American  Consulate.  They  are  Frank  Tucker, 
Victor  Kellgren,  Frank  Cook,  and  William  T. 
Wright,  and  have  a  moving  story  to  tell.  It  ap- 
pears that  they  shipped  on  board  the  American 
barque  Emma,  at  Juneau,  Alaska,  last  year, 
and  proceeded  on  a  sealing  voyage  in  the  Beh- 
ring  Sea.  While  cruizing  about  the  Okhotsk  Sea 
they  were  discovered  by  the  Russian  patrol  vessel 
Fakuich,  and  were  by  her  taken  to  Vladivo- 
stok. This  was  on  October  26th,  1893.  Since 
then  they  have  been  lying  in  prison  in  the 
Russian  fortress,  their  vessel  being  confiscated 
by  their  captors.  Some  time  last  month  they 
managed  to  effect  their  escape,  and,  reaching 
Nagasaki,  were  sent  on  up  here. 

THE   CHESS  CHAMPIONSHIP. 

The  chess  match  for  the  championship  of  the 
world  and  §2,000  a  side,  between  William 
Steinitz,  the  present  champion,  and  Emanuel 
Lasker,  began  on  Thursday,  March  151I1,  in 
New  York.  The  arrangement  is  that  when  one 
of  ihe  players  has  won  four  games,  draws  not 
counting,  they  go  to  Philadelphia,  where  they 
fight  until  either  player  has  won  three  games. 
The  remaining  games  are  lobe  played  in  Mon- 
treal, the  winner  of  the  match  being  the  player 
who  first  scores  ten  games,  without  including 
draws.  Steinitz  will  be  58  on  the  17th  of  May, 
whereas  Lasker  will  not  be  26  until  December 
the  24th.  The  former  has  taken  part  in  seven 
international  tournaments,  winning  103  games 
and  losing  27;  and  in  twenty-three  matches,  in 
which  he  won  137  and  lost  44.  Thus  his  total 
in  great  affairs  is  240  wins  and  71  losses. 
Lasker  began  to  be  a  conspicuous  player  in 
1889,  when  he  was  less  than  23  years  old. 
Since  then  he  has  played  in  six  tournaments, 
winning  39  games  and  losing  4  ;  and  in  29 
matches,  conquering  in  all  of  them  with  83  wins 
against  3  losses.  His  aggregate  is  122  wins 
and  12  losses.  Thus  while  Steinitz  has  lost 
30  per  cent.,  approximately,  of  his  record  games, 


Lasker  has  lost  only  10  per  cent.  The  present 
match,  so  far  as  it  has  been  carried,  derives 
special  interest  from  the  fact  that  the  two  mas- 
ters seem  bent  upon  testing  by  actual  play  the 
relative  merits  of  their  respective  methods  of 
attack  and  defence  in  the  Ruy  Lopez  Gambit. 
Generally  in  these  great  contests,  the  second 
player  adopts  the  close  line  of  defence — the 
French  or  the  Sicilian — but  Lasker  and  Steinitz 
boldly  play  the  Royal  Opening,  alike  for  attack 
and  for  defence.  Steinitz  maintains  that  the 
best  defence  in  the  Ruy  Lopez  is  Q  P  1  at  the 
third  move,  whereas  Lasker  plays  K  Kt  B  3  at 
that  stage,  following  it  by  P  Q  3  and  P  K  Kt  3. 
The  contest  has  not  reached  a  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced stage  to  supply  data  for  a  final  decision 
between  the  two  methods,  but  the  fight  will  be 
historical  so  far  as  the  Ruy  Lopez  Gambit  is 
concerned.  Five  games  had  been  played  when 
the  last  mail  left  America.  Lasker  had  scored 
3  and  Steinitz  2. 

APPLIED  ART. 

Messrs.  Tiffany  and  Company  of  New  York 
and  Paris  are  very  great  people  and  do  a  very 
large  business,  but  they  will  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  a  Japanese  newspaper  estimates  their 
capital  at  40  millions  of  dollars,  and  their  daily 
turnover  at  9  millions.  This  liberal  statement 
is  made  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  an  agent 
of  theirs,  now  in  Tokyo,  who  has  been  holding 
consultations  with  Messrs.  Iwamoto  Sahichi, 
Hayashi  Kubei,  Namikawa  Sosuke,  Nakamura 
Kinosuke,  and  other  persons  prominently  con- 
nected with  art  manufacture  in  Tokyo,  and  is 
said  to  have  laid  before  them  various  projects 
for  extending  their  markets  and  catering  to 
European  and  American  demand.  There  is 
plenty  of  room  for  such  advice,  and  we  are  glad 
to  learn  that  the  agent  of  the  well-known  firm 
has  been  welcomed  and  assisted  by  the  Minister 
and  Vice-Ministerof  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

THE  RADICALS  AND  DISSOLUTION. 

The  Radicals,  according  to  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun,  have  laid  down  four  cases  in  which, 
and  in  which  alone,  dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  constitutional.  The  first 
is  when  the  Sovereign  desires  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  nation  with  regard  to  the  dismissal  of  the 
Cabinet.  The  second  is  when  the  two  Houses 
of  the  Diet  are  at  such  variance  that  legislation 
is  out  of  the  question.  The  third  is  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
nation  with  regard  to  some  fundamental  question 
of  State  policy.  And  the  fourth  is  when  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  not  supposed  to 
represent  the  national  will.  The  Nichi  Nichi 
recommends  the  Radicals  to  study  the  matter 
a  little  more  carefully. 

A  YOUTHFUL  FIRE-FIEND. 

The  mistress  of  a  boarding-house  in  Hongo 
District  has  recently  been  several  times  in  danger 
of  having  her  house  burnt  down,  for  mysterious 
fires  were  no  less  than  three  times  found  to  have 
broken  out  in  different  closets.  In  each  in- 
stance the  prompt  action  of  the  boarders  pre- 
vented the  flames  from  making  headway,  but 
the  frequency  of  these  occurrences  began  to  give 
the  house  a  bad  name,  resulting  in  an  alarming 
falling-off  in  the  number  of  lodgers.  The  case 
was  finally  put  in  the  hands  of  the  police,  who 
found  the  culprit  in  the  person  of  a  little  maid- 
servant of  twelve  years,  who,  it  appears,  started 
all  the  fires  with  the  idea  of  "getting  even" 
with  her  mistress,  who,  it  is  said,  has  a  shrewish 
tongue.  The  little  maiden  is  now  where  matches 
are  no  longer  to  be  had  for  the  asking. 

THE   CHARITY  BALL  IN  TOKYO. 

The  Charity  Ball  in  Tokyo  on  the  17th  inst.  was 
eminently  successful.  About  45°  tickets  were 
disposed  of  at  3  yen  each,  so  that  a  substantial 
sum  will  be  available  for  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses in  view.  The  expenses  must  have  been 
comparatively  small,  for  though  an  excellent 
supper  was  furnished,  the  music,  rooms,  light- 
ing, and  other  etceteras,  were  obtained  either 
gratis  or  at  slight  cost.  The  incandescent  gas- 
light was  generously  installed  for  the  evening 
by  the  Agent  in  Japan.  It  burned  with  great 
brilliancy,  and  as  no  expense  was  incurred  in 


connection  with  it  an  additional  benefit  was 
thus  secured.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given 
to  the  lady  patronesses  who  took  such  trouble 
to  organize  the  affair  and  whose  arrangements 
were  in  every  respect  so  perfect. 

SUSPENSIONS  OF  NEWSPAPERS. 

Four  newspapers  have  been  suspended  in  To- 
kyo, the  Nippon  on  the  16th  instant ;  the  Jiyu 
on  the  17th  ;  the  Shin-Choya  on  the  18th,  and 
the  Niroku  on  the  18th.  The  first  three  suffer 
on  account  of  comments  connected  with  the 
abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  country  in  the  case  of  Hawaii.  The 
Nirokn  is  punished  because  of  an  inflammatory 
article  seeking  to  rouse  popular  indignation 
against  Korea  and  to  stir  up  war.  It  is  a  pity 
that  Japanese  journals  cannot  learn  to  discuss 
their  country's  foreign  affairs  more  calmly,  and 
it  is  above  all  a  pity  that  they  can  not  appreciate 
the  danger  and  disloyalty  of  dragging  foreign 
affairs  into  the  arena  of  parly  politics. 

LORD  SALISBURY  ON  SILVER. 

Lord  Salisbury,  in  hfs  speech  on  the  East 
India  Loan  Bill,  said: — "There  are  remedies, 
and  one  of  them  is  to  resume  the  negotiations 
which  the  noble  Lord  so  rashly  put  aside,  for 
trying  to  find  out  whether  the  other  nations  of 
Europe  can  not  agree  with  us  from  time  to  time 
on  some  stable  relation  between  the  value  of  the 
two  metals.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  pos- 
sible to  so  agree,  but  I  am  told  that  all  the  other 
nations  say  that  the  only  obstacle  to  such  an 
agreement  is  the  obstinacy  of  England,  and  if 
that  is  so  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted." 
Bimetallism  is  evidently  destined  to  become 
a  plank  in  the  Conservative  platform. 

A   JAPANESE   ENGINEER  IN  KOREA. 

A  Japanese  engineer,  Mr.  Inomata  Gorokichi, 
who  acquired  some  reputation  for  his  success- 
ful construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Shinano 
River  at  Niigata,  has  been  employed  by  the 
Korean  Government  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
river  that  runs  from  Soul  to  Jinsen.  The  ap- 
pointment has  been  made  officially.  It  is  stated 
that  the  Korean  Government  applied  several 
times  to  the  Japanese  Representative  in  Soul  for 
assistance  in  the  matter,  but  his  application 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  prompty  re- 
sponded to.  Mr.  Inomata  is  not  an  engineer, 
strictly  speaking,  but  a  master-builder. 

THE  KOREAN    MURDER  CASE. 

The  Asahi  Shimbun  says  that  the  preliminary 
examination  of  the  Koreans  who  attempted  to 
murder  Mr.  Boku  Yeiko,  was  concluded  on  the 
1 8th  inst.  All  of  them,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Boku,  who  is  under  arrest  on  suspicion 
of  having  illegally  confined  his  would-be  as- 
sassin, have  been  found  guilty.  The  charges 
under  which  they  will  be  prosecuted  will  pro- 
bably be  as  follow: — Li  Itsshoku,  incitement  to 
and  attempted  murder ;  KenZai-ju,  Ken  To-ju, 
and  Kim  Tai-gen,  attempted  murder,  and  Tei 
Ran-kyo  and  others,  illegal  confinement. 

ALTERATION  IN   MAIL  TRAINS. 

On  and  after  the  16th  inst.,  mails  will  be  des- 
patched from  and  arrive  at  Yokohama  by  the 
undermentioned  trains : — 

Mails  for  Kobe  close. 


1st  Train   6,25  a.m. 

and  Train   11.50  a.m. 

3rd  Train   10.00  p.m. 

Mails  from  Yokohama  to 
Tokyo  will  close. 

6.15   >.m- 

7.40   a.m. 

9.50   a.m. 

la.ao   p.m. 

a. 11   p.m. 

3.40   p.m. 

S.35   P-m- 

10.  ij   P-m. 


Mails  from  Kobe  will  arrive 
at  Yokohama. 

1st  Train   6.53  a.m. 

2nd  Train  4.18  p.m. 

Mails  from  Tokyo  will  ar- 
rive at  Yokohama. 

713   a.m. 

ST33   a.m. 

10.13   a.m. 

13.38   p.m. 

a.33   P-m- 

S.03   p.m. 

7-4J   P-">- 

10.48   p.m. 

11.06   a.m. 


TRIPLE   MURDER  IN  TOKYO. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  says  that  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Kogure  Ynjim,  formerly  a 
Judge,  at  Sotode-cho,  Honjo,  Tokyo,  on  the 
17th  instant  about  3  a.m.  The  house  was 
burnt  to  the  ground  as  well  as  an  adjoing. 
dwelling.  Afler  the  fire  was  put  out  it  was 
found  that  Kogure  (64),  his  wife,  Kuma  (50), 
and  their  fourth  son,  Nobuya  (25)  were  burnt 
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to  death,  The  police  upon  examining  the  re- 
mains found  viuious  suspicions  marks  upon 
the  bodies  and  it  is  supposed  that  some  mis- 
creant set  fire  to  the  house  after  having  mur- 
dered all  the  inmates  in  order  to  cover  his 
crime.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  trace  the 
murderer  or  murderers. 


A  PROFITLESS  SILVER  MINI'.. 

How  few  silver  mines  can  produce  at  a  profit 
at  the  present  pi  ice  of  silver  is  exemplified  by 
the  action  of  the  directors  of  the  well-known 
Mollie  Gibson  Mine,  in  Colorado,  who  have 
been  compelled  to  cease  dividends  for  the 
present.  This  mine  has  paid  in  dividends 
$3,930,000,  and  according  to  the  Engineering 
and  Mining  Journal,  of  New  York,  now  that 
it  has  had  to  suspend  them,  it  leaves  the  Horn 
Silver  Mining  Company  of  Utah  the  only  silver 
producer  in  the  United  States  which  still  pays 
regular  dividends. 

PROFESSOR  SUBSS. 

Professor  Sukss  of  Vienna,  who  predicts  the 
universal  use  of  silver  as  a  money  metal,  even 
displacing  gold,  writes: — "The  present  needs 
of  human  society;  the  incessant  growth  of  the 
commerce  of  the  nations;  the  increasing  popu- 
lation and  growing  prosperity;  the  activity  of 
internal  transportation  ;  the  creation  of  new 
commodities  by  means  of  colonization ;  the 
transformation  of  natural  economy  which  goes 
on  constantly  even  in  Europe  in  the  present 
epoch,  can  only  be  satisfied  by  a  money  measure 
of  values  which  can  also  be  produced  in  yearly- 
increasing  quantities." 

RAILWAY  PROSPECTS. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  says  that  the  prospects  on 
the  Government  Railways  for  the  coming  year 
are  very  good.  Last  year  the  estimated  earn- 
ings were  a  little  short  of  5  million  yen,  but  the 
takings  thus  far  in  the  present  year  indicate  a 
probable  revenue  of  6  millions.  If  only  the 
Diet  would  abstain  from  obstructing  useful  re- 
forms, it  is  estimated  that  the  Government  lines 
might  soon  be  earning  10  per  cent,  on  the  in- 
vested capital. 

ANOTHER  LEAGUE   ON  THE  SILVER  QUESTION. 

On  the  initiative  of  the  Belgian  Society  of  Agri- 
culture, which  includes  several  well-known  eco- 
nomists among  its  members,  a  preliminary 
meeting  was  held  at  Brussels  on  the  10th  Feb., 
at  which  it  was  resolved  in  principle  to  form  a 
league,  embracing  France,  Belgium,  and  Hol- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  solution 
of  the  monetary  question  and  rehabilitating 
silver  by  means  of  an  international  agreement. 

BIG  CONFLAGRATION  IN  TOKYO. 

During  the  gale  on  the  15th  inst.  a  destructive 
fire  broke  out  at  No.  55,  Susakicho,  Mukojima, 
Tokyo,  about  11. 15  a.m.  The  flames  continued 
to  rage  until  shortly  after  2  p.m.,  by  which  time 
upwards  of  two  hundred  houses  were  burnt. 
Sparks  from  the  fireworks  displayed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  regatta  of  the  Bank  of  Japan  is 
staled  to  be  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 


ASAM  A-YAM  A. 

The  Official  Gazette  says  that  the  volcano, 
Asama,  of  Nagano  Prefecture,  erupted  on  the 
night  of  the  nth  inst.  Rumbling  sounds  were 
heard  at  9  o'clock,  followed  by  a  trembling 
of  the  ground,  and  a  number  of  big  pumice 
stones  were  ejected  during  a  space  of  seven  or 
eight  minutes.  Karuizawa  and  the  neighbour- 
hood was  covered  with  a  dense  mist,  and  ashes 
fell.   

SIR  CHARLES  WARREN. 

H.E.  Sir  Charles  Warren  leaves  this,  says  the 
Singapore  Free  Prees  of  the  2nd  inst.,  to-day 
per  Surat  for  Hongkong  and  Japan.  A  guard 
of  honour  of  the  Malay  Submarine  .  Mining 
Company  will  be  in  attendance.  The  G.O.C. 
goes  away  from  us  with  the  united  good  wishes 
of  the  Colony.  

NEW  MEMBERS  OF  THE  UPPER  HOUSE. 

Messrs.  Kaneko  Kentaro,  Moriyama  Shigeru, 
and  Kodama  Junichiro  are  gazetted  members 
of  the  Upper  House,  having  been  chosen  by  the 
Emperor  as  Imperial  nominees. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 
♦ 

The  latest  correspondence  from  Soul  pub- 
lished in  the  vernacular  press  mentions  that 
since  the  murder  of  Kim,  a  decided  change  lias 
taken  place  for  the  belter  in  the  feelings  of  the 
Koreans  toward  ihe  Japanese  residents.  The 
Koreans  supposed  thai  Kim  was  always  en- 
gaged in  plotting  a  revolution  in  the  Peninsular 
Kingdom,  and  lhat  he  had  the  support  and 
sympathy  of  the  Japanese  for  carrying  out  such 
plots.  Now  that  he  is  dead,  they  leel  that  all 
danger  is  past,  and  they  are,  consequently,  dis- 
posed to  be  more  friendly  towards  the  Japa- 
nese. At  the  same  time,  they  are  said  to  be 
under  no  small  apprehension  as  to  the  course 
lhat  may  be  taken  by  the  Japanese  Government 
in  connection  with  the  scheme  of  assassination 
now  under  examination. 

Superstitious  Koreans  believe  that  the  Royal 
Palace  at  Soul  is  haunted  by  the  spirits  of  the 
poor  relatives  of  Kim,  Boku,  and  other  leaders 
of  the  abortive  revolution  of  1884.  This  idle 
story  is  not  only  widely  circulated  among  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people,  but  is  received  with 
confidence  even  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Palace 
themselves.  The  superstitious  dread  of  the 
courtiers  is  said  to  have  increased  after  Kim's 
death  to  such  a  degree  that  the  King  is  inclined 
to  remove  his  residence  to  the  Palace  atTai-kan. 

On  the  3rd  instant,  the  King  entertained  at 
dinner  the  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 
The  Japanese  Representative,  the  Russian 
Minister,  the  English  Consul,  and  a  few  others 
were  present.  The  Japanese  correspondence, 
from  from  which  we  quote  these  facts,  states 
that  the  dinner  was  given  in  commemoration  of 
Kim's  assassination.  But  of  course  such  an 
assertion  is  entirely  incredible. 

Kim's  daughter,  who  was  in  prison,  is  said 
to  have  committed  suicide,  on  receiving  the 
news  of  her  father'  murder. 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 
 . — +  .  

The  new  Italian  Minister  to  Peking,  Signor 
A.  Bardi,  arrived  in  Shanghai,  en  route  for  his 
post,  on  April  12th. 

The  heaviest  sufferer  in  the  great  fire  at 
Tungadoo  and  Nantao,  Shanghai,  is  said  to 
have  been  the  Cheng  Hsieh  Chee  opium  hong, 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  had  on  the  pre- 
mises cash  amounting  to  35,000  dollars  and 
thirty-seven  chests  of  Indian  opium,  all  of 
which  were  lost. 

The  Birthday  Celebrations  in  Peking  are  to  be 
made  the  occasion  for  producing  some  of  the 
best  porcelains  that  can  be  made  in  China  at  pre- 
sent. The  Imperial  kilns  at  Kinteh-chen  have 
received  orders  to  make  life-sized  images  of 
the  Goddess  of  Mercy  in  fine  porcelain,  a 
five-foot  high  porcelain  hill  covered  with  mush- 
rooms of  various  colours,  and  other  remarkable 
objects.  The  Viceroy  Li  is  to  have  the  expen- 
sive pleasure  of  decorating  a  portion  of  the 
route  of  the  Imperial  progress.  What  that 
means  may  be  gathered  from  the  case  of  the 
Governor  of  Kiangsi  who  has  devoted  Tls. 
40,000  to  his  share  in  the  ceremony.  The 
Viceroy  Li  will  certainly  riot  give  less. 

The  sun,  on  the  occasion  of  its  recent  eclipse, 
must  have  been  the  object  of  a  great  deal  of 
worship  throughout  the  Chinese  Empire  as  well 
as  the  cause  of  a  terrible  din.  Local  officials 
everywhere  had  tables  set  out  with  candles  and 
incense,  and  as  soon  as  the  eclipse  was  entering 
upon  its  first  phase,  the  Imperial  obeisance  of 
kneeling  three  times  and  kowtowing  nine  times 
was  performed  by  the  officials  in  a  row  before 
the  incense  tables.  This  was  followed  by  beat- 
ing of  gongs  and  drums,  all  the  available  gongs 
and  all  the  available  drums  being  hammered  by 
all  the  available  persons  in  all  the  available 
court-yards,  all  the  available  crackers  and  mus- 
kets being  fired  off  at  the  same  time.  The 
object  of  this  performance  was  to  drive  away 
the  ogre  that  was  obscuring  the  luminary. 
By  and  by,  when  the  sun  emerged  once  more 
brightandclear.the  officials  also  emerged, having 
devoted  the  interval  to  feasting  ;  performed  the 


same  Imperial  obeisande  as  before,  and  then 
made  congi  atulatoi  y  bows  to  one  another. 

The  transfer  of  Kim  ( )k  k\  un's  body  and  of  his 
assassin  to  Korea  seems  to  have  been  managed 
with  great  ease  and  celerity.  Mr.  Hku,  the 
Korean  Consul  in  Tientsin,  was  the  negotiating 
official.  He  auived  in  Shanghai  011  the  6th  of 
April  and  paid  only  one  visit  to  the  Local 
Magisliale  in  order  to  arrange  the  transfer. 
Orders  were  immediately  transmitted  to  the 
Captain  of  the  Chinese  coivetle  Wei  ching  to 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  lake  on  board  the 
corpse,  the  assassin,  and  the  Consul.  All  were 
safely  embarked  the  same  day.  Great  pre- 
cautions were  taken  in  transporting  ihe  assassin, 
Hong,  from  the  Magistrate's  yamln  to  the  cor- 
vette, apparently  lest  some  of  Kim's  friends, 
especially  his  Japanese  servant,  should  attempt 
to  take  vengeance  on  Hong.  In  the  account 
given  of  the  affair  by  the  North  China  Daily 
News  not  a  word  is  said  about  the  reasons  that 
induced  China  to  hand  over  the  assassin  to 
Korea  instead  of  trying  him  at  Shanghai. 

Mr.  Kung,  formerly  Taotai  of  Shanghai,  and 
recently  appointed  Chinese  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  St.  James's,  sailed  from  Shanghai  for 
London  by  the  Oxus  on  the  14th  of  April. 

A  great  fire  is  reported  to  have  taken  place  on 
April  1st  at  Shuch'eng  in  Anhui  province.  It 
lasted  for  72  hours  and  consumed  2,600  houses, 
rendering  1,500  families  homeless. 

The  report  of  the  North  China  Insurance 
Company  for  1893  shows  that  the  income  of  the 
Company  for  the  year  was  Tls.  750,823,  and  the 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  working  account 
on  December  31st  was  Tls.  353,789.  Losses 
and  claims  to  the  extent  of  Tls.  69,000  have 
since  been  paid,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to 
set  aside  Tls.  94,789  as  provision  for  unsettled 
losses  and  unexpired  risks,  leaving  an  estimat- 
ed surplus  of  Tls.  190,000,  which  the  Directors 
recommend  to  be  applied  to  paying  interest 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  paid- 
up  capital;  a  bonus  of  15  per  cent,  on  con- 
tributory premia,  and  Tls.  10,000  to  an  Invest- 
ment Fluctuation  Account. 

Permission  has  been  given  by  the  Taotai  of 
Chung-king  to  a  syndicate  of  merchants  to 
open  petroleum  wells  in  Szechuan.  The  oil 
is  said  to  be  very  good. 

A  eunuch  of  the  Palace  in  Peking  has  been 
decapitated  for  accepting  a  bribe  to  use  his 
influence  in  obtaining  the  appointment  of  one 
Ting  to  the  examinership  of  Szechuan,  and  Mr. 
Ting  has  been  degraded  and  banished. 

It  is  now  five  months  since  rain  or  snow  fell 
in  the  province  of  Shensi,  and  terrible  distress 
prevails.  Proclamations  have  been  issued,  re- 
mitting taxes  and  sanctioning  relief  from  pro- 
vincial granaries.  But  before  the  existence  of  a 
famine  was  officially  recognised,  great  cruelties 
had  been  inflicted  on  thousands  of  starving 
people  in  the  effort  to  extort  taxes  from  them. 
A  correspondent  of  the  North  China  Daily 
Nezus  says  : — "  I  have  seen  the  lacerated  wounds 
of  the  lictor's  rod  on  the  bodies  of  men  whose 
fields  are  barren  and  cupboards  empty." 

The  Shanghai  Horse,  Dog,  and  Poultry  Show 
is  to  be  held  on  May  19th,  the  entries  closing  a 
week  previously. 

The  China  Mutual  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany's report  for  1893  shows  a  net  profit  of 
^"36,223.  This  is  applied  to  paying  a  divid- 
end of  6  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares,  5 
per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  and  ^20,000 
to  the  "Depreciation,  Boiler,  and  Reserve 
Fund,"  the  balance  being  carried  forward. 

A  committee  has  been  formed  in  Shanghai 
to  collect  subscriptions  for  defraying  the  cost 
of  a  magnificent  copy  of  the  New  Testament, 
to  be  presented  to  the  Empress  Dowager  on  her 
60th  birthday. 

Immense  flocks  of  geese  visited  Tientsin  dur- 
ing the  winter.  "  Within  a  mile  of  the  Settle- 
ment on  the  Arsenal  plain,"  writes  a  correspon- 
dent of  the  North  China  Daily  ATezvs,  "and 
within  300  yards  of  the  Military  Road,  there 
have  been  acres  of  geese."  No  attompt  was 
made  to  shoot  them. 
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EMIGRA  TION  REGULA  TIONS. 


THE  Japanese  Government  has  issued  a 
body  of  Regulations  for  the  control  of 
emigration.    That  such  a  step  was  neces- 
sary admits  of  no  doubt.    Ever  since  emi- 
gration  began   to  be  associated   in  the 
popular  mind  with  prospects  of  substantial 
earnings  and  prosperity,   advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  fact  by  unscrupulous 
persons  to  exploit  this  belief  in  their  own 
interests.    Men  have  gone  about  falsely 
representing  themselves  as  agents  duly 
accredited  to  procure  labour  for  a  specifi- 
ed purpose  in  a  foreign  country.  They 
easily  found  rustics  willing  to  lend  a  ready 
ear  to  their  golden  tales,  and  even  to  pay 
a  good  round  sum  for  the  privilege  of  be- 
ing sent   abroad.     Having  pocketed  the 
deluded  emigrants'  money,  the  agent  then 
shipped    them    to  some  country  as  far 
as  possible  from  Japanese  Consular  ken, 
landed  them  there,  and  left  them  to  fare  as 
best  they  might.     The  promised  employ- 
ment was  not  forthcoming,  and  the  un- 
fortunate emigrants  saw  themselves  with- 
out the  means  of   returning  home  and 
without  any  prospect  of  earning  money. 
This  kind  of  thing  happened  frequently, 
we  believe,  and  of  course  much  distress 
was  entailed.    To  guard  against  its  re- 
currence, and  generally  to  control  matters 
connected  with  emigration,  the  new  Re- 
gulations are  issued.    They   provide,  in 
the  first  place,  that  every  Japanese  subject 
emigrating  to  foreign   countries  for  pur- 
poses of  labour  must  be  possessed  of  a 
passport.    It  has  been  frequently  stated  in 
print  that  Japanese  subjects    have  not 
hitherto  been  entitled  to  leave  Japan  with- 
out a  passport,  and  the  statement  has  been 
emphatically  contradicted    in    these  co- 
lumns.    There  has,  in  fact,  been  no  such 
legal    restriction.      Any    Japanese  was 
entitled,  so  far  as  concerned  the  law,  to 
leave  the  country  without  a  passport.  We 
believe  that  attempts,  generally  successful, 
have  been  occasionally  made  by  the  police 
to  prevent  the  departure  of  persons  who 
could  neither  procure  honourable  gain  for 
themselves  nor  win  credit  for  their  coun- 
try.   But  even  such  persons,  if  they  chose 
to    defy    the   police,    could    have  sailed 
away  at  will.   The  Regulations  "now  issued, 
however,  require  that    labour  emigrants 
must  be  provided    with    passports,  and 
obviously  all  other  Japanese  subjects  are 
constructively  exempt  from  any  such  re- 
striction.   It  will  also  be  observed  that 
no  arbitrary  power  of  refusing  passports 
is  reserved.    The  nature  of  the  proposed 
labour,  indeed,  is  to  be   subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Ministers  for  Foreign  and 
Home  Affairs,  but,  for  the  rest,  a  pass- 
port can  not  be  withheld  except  when  the 
emigrant's  destination  is  a  country  which 
has  not  concluded  a  treaty  with  Japan,  or 
when  the  laws  of  the  country  in  question 
would  be  violated  by  such  immigration. 
The  importance  of  this   latter  proviso  is 
considerable.    Its  applicability  to  <he  case 


of  the  United  States  is  at  once  apparent. 
So  soon  as  these  new  Regulations  go  into 
force,  America  will  have  a  substantial 
assurance  that  the  class  of  immigrants 
objected  to  by  her  and  excluded  by  her 
laws,  will  not  come  to  her  from  Japan.  All 
Japanese  reaching  the  shores  of  the  United 
States  without  passports,  will  be  inferen- 
tially  franked  by  the  Government  of  Japan 
as  persons  who  may  be  allowed  to  enter 
without  doing  violence  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  Pacific  Slope.  It  is  in  accordance 
at  once  with  Japan's  dignity  and  with  the 
smoothness  of  her  international  relations 
that  she  should  create  for  herself  the  power 
of  restraining  her  emigrants  at  this  end 
instead  of  risking  the  humility  and  vexation 
of  having  them  turned  back  at  the  other. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  Regula- 
tions relates  to  the  Emigration  Agent. 
He  has  to  obtain  from  the  Minister  of 
State  for  Home  Affairs  permission  to  pro 
secute  his  calling,  and  he  has  also  to 
deposit  security  of  not  less  than  ten 
thousand  yen  with  the  Local  Authorities. 
This  security  seems  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  guarantee  of  respectability,  for  the  Re- 
gulations contain  no  provision  with  regard 
to  its  confiscation  in  the  event  of  their 
violation. 

All  labour  emigration  contrived  by 
Agents  must  be  managed  by  contract. 
Emigrants  may,  of  course,  go  abroad  in 
search  of  labour  without  recourse  to  an 
Agent,  but  in  that  case  they  will  have  to 
appoint  sureties  able  to  assist  them  when 
abroad,  or  bring  them  home  if  necessary. 
The  nature  of  the  contract  is  clearly  laid 
down,  though  not  with  vexatious  minute- 
ness, and  strict  limitations  are  set  to  the 
fees  that  may  be  levied  by  an  Agent. 
But  the  Regulations  do  not  apply  to 
emigration  which  has  already  been  made 
the  subject  of  international  agreement. 
Neither  do  they  cover  the  case  of  women 
inveigled  to  go  abroad,  or  who  go  abroad 
voluntarily,  for  immoral  purposes.  That 
is  an  abuse  concerning  which  a  good  deal 
has  been  said  and  written.  We  believe 
that  it  will  be  made  the  subject  of  another 
set  of  Regulations,  ere  long. 

The  penalties  imposed  by  these  Regu- 
lations are  within  the  limits  of  the  penal 
authority  vested  in  the  Government  for  the 
enforcement  of  Administrative  Ordinances. 
The  Regulations  are,  in  fact,  an  Admini- 
strative Ordinance,  or,  at  any  rate,  are  so 
regarded  by  the  Government.  Hence  their 
enactment  without  reference  to  the  Diet. 


PASSPORTS. 


THE  Rev.  Mr.  SNODGRASS  again  writes 
on  the  subject  of  passports,  but  he  still 
seems  to  labour,  if  he  will  pardon  us  for 
saying  so,  under  a  misapprehension  as 
to  their  raison  d'etre.  The  passport  is 
an  instrument  devised  by  way  of  safe- 
guard in  the  enjoyment  of  a  privilege 
which  Japan  grants  to  foreigners  over  and 


above  the   privileges  granted  by  Treaty. 
Japan  need  never  have  granted  any  such 
privilege.    It  was  competent  for  her  to 
adhere  strictly  to  the  letter  of  the  Treaties 
and  to  restrict  the  travel  of  foreigners  al- 
together to  Treaty  Limits.    But,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Foreign  Representatives, 
she  decided,  many  years  ago,  not  to  pursue 
that  comparatively  narrow  policy,  but  to 
make  the  whole  country   accessible  to 
respectable  foreign  residents  or  tourists. 
How  was  that  to  be  accomplished?  To 
throw  open  the  interior,  simply  and  un- 
reservedly, was  out  of  the  question,  unless 
some  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  the  judicial  control  of  foreigners 
travelling  beyond  the  reasonable  range  of 
Consular  Jurisdiction.    It  would  evidently 
be  most  imprudent  and  improper  to  make 
every  part  of  the  empire  unreservedly  ac- 
cessible to  strangers  who,  in  the  event  of 
their  committing   any    violation  of  law, 
would  have  to  be  transported  perhaps  one 
hundred,  perhaps  two  hundred,  miles  to  the 
nearest  Consular  Court  of  their  nationality 
for  trial,  and  complaints  against  whom  on 
the  part  of  Japanese  subjects  must  either  be 
left  unconsidered,  or  preferred  at  the  cost 
of  a  long  and  expensive  journey  by  the 
complainant  and  his  witnesses.    Such  a 
system  would  have  been   vexatious  and 
unfair  alike  to  the  foreigner  and  to  the 
Japanese.    For,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ob- 
vious imperfection  and  unsatisfactoriness 
of  procedure  that  hampered  the  execution 
of  justice  with  so  much  delay  and  such 
cumbrous  preliminaries,  a  foreigner  wrong- 
fully accused  might  find  himself  subject  to 
the  indignity  of  having  to  perform  a  long 
journey  in  police  custody  before  obtaining 
a  magisterial  hearing,  and  a  Japanese  who 
had  suffered  wrong  at  the  hands  of  a 
foreigner  would    have    been    under  the 
necessity  of  tamely  submitting,  or  of  seek- 
ing redress  at  a  loss  of  time  and  money 
prohibitive  in  any  but  the  gravest  cases. 
There  were  obviously  only  three  ways  of 
overcoming  the  difficulty.     One  was  to 
establish  Consular  Tribunals  at  various 
places  throughout  the  empire,  a  step  which 
foreign  Governments  were  not  willing  to 
take,  and  to  which  the  Japanese  would 
naturally  have  objected  as  an  extension  of  a 
system  humiliating  to  the  national  dignity  '. 
another  was  to  place  foreigners  entirely 
under  Japanese  jurisdiction  outside  Treaty 
Limits,  a  plan  open  to  grave  objections 
and  beset  with  complications ;  the  third 
was  to  devise  some  means  of  discrimin- 
ation by  which  the  interior  should  be  acces- 
sible to  only   such'   foreigners  as  were 
tolerably  certain  to  fall  under  no  need  of 
legal    restraint.      This    third   plan  was 
chosen.  It  was  decided  that  every  foreigner 
visiting  the  interior  must  be  provided  with 
a  passport  applied  for  through  his  own 
Consular  or  Diplomatic  Authorities,  who 
would  thus  become  ipso  facto  guarantors 
of  his  respectability.    Evidently  a  logical 
addendum  to  this  scheme  was  that  the 
bearers  of  passports  should  be  pledged  not 
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to  engage  in  trade!  operations,  because 
Out  of  such  operations,  however  carefully 
and   liberally   conducted,    disputes  must 
certainly  arise  calling  for  judicial  interven- 
tion, and  because,  further,  the  Japanese, 
though  very  willing  to  extend  a  hospitable 
welcome  to  foreign  visitors,  were  not  will- 
ing to  concede  gratis  all  the  privileges 
that  remained  as  a  means  of  purchasing 
the    abolition    of   Consular  Jurisdiction. 
That  is  the  story  of  the  passport  system. 
Its  inauguration  was  purely  an  act  of  grace 
and  indulgence  on  Japan's  part,  and  to 
blame  her  now  because  foreigners  travel- 
ling beyond  Treaty  Limits  have  to  be 
provided  with  passports  is  a  singular  in- 
justice.   Mr.  SNODGRASS  appears  to  have 
given  the  question  but  scant  consideration 
He  insists  upon  holding  Japan  responsible 
for  the  existence  of  an  instrument  that  he 
considers  detestable,  and  he  declines  to 
see  that  passports  are  simply  v.  means  of 
overcoming  difficulties  which  would  other- 
wise altogether  prevent  foreign  travel  in 
the    interior.    "  No    peaceable,    just,  or 
righteous  man  should  be  interfered  with,' 
he  writes.    "  Law  is  for  the  wicked."  Pre 
cisely,  and  it  is  to  provide  as  far  as  possible 
against  any  embarrassing  necessity  for  the 
operation  of  the  law  that  passports  are 
used.    Truly  we  do  not  see   that  they 
need  be  greatly  railed  against.     If  any 
one  objects  to  them  so  bitterly,  he  need 
not  use  them.    No  one  is  compelled  to  go 
beyond  Treaty  Limits.    If  a  man  wants  to 
travel  in  the  interior  for  purposes  of  plea- 
sure or  profit,  then  to  inveigh  against  the 
passport  that  enables  him  to  gratify  his 
wish  is  as  though  a  traveller  should  abuse 
a  railway  ticket  that  provides  him  with 
means  of  locomotion.    In  the  eyes  of  out- 
correspondent  the  passport  seems  to  be 
intrinsically  so  objectionable  that  he  would 
prefer  its  abolition  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  privilege  it  confers.    We  must  regard 
that  as  an  idiosyncracy  of  his  own.  The 
complaint  of  every-day  folks  is  that  they 
are  not  able  to  enjoy  the  privilege  without 
the  passport.   It  must,  however,  be  frankly 
admitted  that  the  particular  experience 
related  by  Mr.  SNODGRASS  belongs  to  a 
class  of  considerations  apart.    That  a  man 
in  his  position,  returning  to  Tokyo  under 
such  circumstances,  should  be  stopped  en 
route  simply  because  his  passport  was  a 
day  too  old,  can  only  be  called  vexatious 
blundering  on  the  part  of  the  police.  The 
thing  was  absurd.    It  betrayed  complete 
misconception  as  to  the  purpose  and  use 
of  passports.    There  is  nothing  to  be  said, 
so  far  as  we  can  see,  in  extenuation  of 
such  an  abuse  of  authority.     But  happily 
cases  of  the  kind  are  so  rare  as  to  be  un- 
worthy of  serious  mention. 

As  is  usually  the  case  when  any  dis- 
cussion touching  Japan  is  started,  this 
passport  question  has  been  taken  as  an 
opportunity  for  some  graceless  and  unjust 
allegations.  It  has  been  asserted,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  admission  of  foreigners  to 


interior  under  passports  was  originally 
conceded  by  Japan  not  out  of  good  will, 
but  because  of  pressure  brought  to  bear  by 
the  German  Representative  who  worked 
in  the  interests  of  a  savant  desiring  to 
make  investigations  beyond  Treaty  Limits. 
Any  though!  ful  person  must  at  once  per- 
ceive the  inconsequence  of  such  a  flimsy 
pretence.   Howcould  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment, were  itever  so  weakor  pusillanimous, 
be  subjected  to  any  moving  pressure  in  the 
interests  of  a  solitary  German  savant  ? 
Unless  the  volition  to  be  liberal  existed, 
the  German  savant  must  have  gone  with- 
out the  permit  he  desired,  and  the  interior 
must  have  remained   closed    to  foreign 
travellers.     It  is  not  denied  that  the  aid 
of  diplomacy  was  enlisted  to  procure  the 
establishment  of  the  passport  system,  but 
most  assuredly  had  not  Japan's  mood  been 
generous,  the  system  would  never  have 
been  established.  She  is  curiously  reward- 
ed when  her  act  of  grace  is  interpreted  as 
a  necessity,  and  when   passports,  which 
constituted  the  sole  solution  of  the  situa- 
tion, are  described  as  simply  a  vexatious 
instrument  devised  by  her  "  to  compel  the 
proud  and  haughty  foreigner  to  humbly 
sue  for  these  documents  as  the  price  of 
his  admission  to  the  interior."  Writing 
of  that  kind  is  mere  womanly  peevishness. 
Little  less  inexcusable  is  the  pretence  that 
"  the  privileges  secured  by  passports  are 
all  on  the  side  of  Japan,"  and  that  the 
passport  is  solely  "an  ingenious  device" 
to  enable  her  to  "reap  prosperity  without 
the  risks  of  competition  and  the  diplomatic 
differences  that  Mixed  Residence  might 
develop."     Evidently  both  these  critics 
can  not  be  right.    Passports  can  not  be, 
at  the  same   time,  a  concession  wrung 
from  unwilling  Japan  by  German  diplo- 
matic pressure,  and  an  ingenious  device 
of  her  own  for  reaping  easy  prosperity. 
But  both  agree  in  abusing  Japan.  The 
consensus  is  generally  remarkable  in  that 
respect.    To  us  itappears  that  such  writing 
is  a  poor  return  for  the  liberality  shown 
by  Japan  in  this  matter,  and  certainly  is 
little  calculated  toallay  the  anti-foreign  pre- 
judices upon  the  strength  of  which  these 
writers  are  so  fond  of  insisting  and  which 
they  display  so  much  alacrity  to  denounce. 


THE  STUDY  OF  MUSIC  IN  JAPAN. 


THE  interest  of  foreigners  in  the  con- 
cert recently  given  at  the  Uyeno  Aca- 
demy was  accentuated  by  the  feeling  of 
those  present  that  it  might  be  the  last  en- 
tertainment of  the  kind  they  would  enjoy 
for  an  indefinite  period.  It  may  not  be 
the  immediate  intention  of  the  school 
authoritiesto  suspendthe  study  of  Western 
music,  and  the  question  of  attempting 
concerts  in  the  future  has  probably  not 
yet  been  considered  ;  but  when  the  appro 
priate  time  arrives  for  another  exhibition 
like  those  of  the  past  year,  we  doubt  if  the 
courage  of  the  directors  will  be  equal  to 


the  occasion, — unless,   indeed,  they  shall 
have  secured,  in  the  interval,  the  services 
of  a  foreign  instructor  as  capable  as  the 
one  about  to  retire.     That  such  an  in- 
structor will  appear  upon  the  scene  is 
scarcely   to  be   expected.      Musicians  as 
skillful  as  Mr.  DlTTRICH  in  the  use  of  their 
especial  instruments  may  not  be  difficult 
to  find  ;  but  musicians  endowed  with  the 
faculty  of  imparting  skill  to  others,  under 
the  circumstances  he  has  had  to  confront, 
are    rarely  to  be   discovered.  Another 
teacher    of    perhaps    far    higher  attain- 
ments as  a  virtuoso  might  have  failed 
utterly  in  the  task  wJiich  he  has  carried 
through  with  singular  success,  and  as  com- 
pletely as  time  would  permit.    Few  teach- 
ers, moreover,  would  toil  as  he  has  done 
to  prepare  the  occasional  concerts  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  display  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  pupils  in  the  best  and 
most  attractive  light.    It  has  often  been 
obvious  to  close  observers  that  the  effects 
produced  with  his  little  body  of  violinists 
were  beyond  the  average  capacity  of  the 
players.    His  arrangements  of  the  music 
presented  have  been  so  contrived  as  to 
bring  into  prominence  the  merits  of  the 
students,  while  concealing  their  individual 
deficiencies.    By  way  of  illustration,  we 
may  explain  that,  in  certain  instances,  if 
all  the  first  violin  parts  had  been  written 
identically,  as  they  usually  are  for  orches- 
tras, the  scholars  could  not  have  executed 
them  unitedly,  and  the  result  of  their 
endeavours  would  have  been  extremely 
questionable  ;  whereas  Mr.  DlTTRICH  took 
care  that  no  single  performer  should  be 
forced  outside  of  his  limitations.  Intricate 
passages  which  were  possible  to  some, 
were  modified  for  others  who  could  not 
master  them ;  while  to  these   others  a 
share  of  the  work  was  assigned  for  which 
they,  in  their  turn,  were  better  qualified, 
In  combination,  therefore,  they  were  able 
to    interpret  compositions    which  might 
have  overtaxed  the  powers  of  any  one 
member  of  the  class,  except,  presumably, 
their  acknowledged  leader.    This  sort  of 
labour  was  purely  voluntary  on  the  in- 
structor's part.     It  was  not,  and  could  not 
be,  "nominated  in  the  bond."    Not  every 
one  in  his  place  would  have  taken  trouble 
to  that  extent,  and  if  the  school  remains 
unprovided — as  in  all  likelihood  it  will — 
with  a  master  willing  to  exert  himself  in 
the  same  spirit  and  to  the  same  end,  no 
such  programmes  as  those  which  the  re- 
sidents of  Tokyo  have  of  late  listened  to 
can  again  be  offered  for  their  gratification. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  thoroughly 
conscientious  and  competent  teacher  is 
not  the  sole,  nor  the  chief,  obstacle  to  the 
advancement  of  the  Academy.  Its  pros- 
pects are  obscured  by  adverse  conditions 
much  harder  to  overcome.  There  is,  in 
truth,  no  very  earnest  desire  for  its  ad- 
vancement, as  at  present  constituted, 
among  the  officials  upon  whom  its  destiny 
depends.    They  have  no  knowledge  of, 
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or  fondness  for,  Western  music.  Some 
of  them  positively  dislike  it.  They  cannot 
be  brought  to  believe  that  its  study  will 
lead  to  any  advantage,  and  they  would 
not  be  greatly  displeased  if  they  were  free 
to  discard  it  altogether.  No  argument, 
apparently,  has  thus  far  had  the  effect 
of  persuading  them  that  music — genuine 
music — is  an  indispensable  element  of 
high  civilization,  and  that  a  country  which 
aims  at  progress  cannot  afford  to  exclude 
it  or  discourage  its  introduction.  They  do 
not  care  to  look  forward  to  the  period, 
probably  not  very  far  distant,  when  Japan 
will  stand  fairly  abreast  with  Western 
nations  in  many  of  their  best  attainments, 
yet  will  be  centuries  behind  them  in  all 
that  relates  to  the  noblest  of  arts.  Or,  to 
put  it  another  way,  it  gives  them  no  con- 
cern to  be  reminded  that  while  Japan  has 
within  the  past  twenty-five  years  been 
moved  by  an  ardent  ambition  to  excel 
in  almost  every  line  of  intellectual  achieve- 
ment, she  remains  indifferent,  if  not  ac- 
tually hostile,  to  a  growth  which  elsewhere 
represents  the  highest  development  of  in- 
telligence and  refinement.  It  seems  never 
to  occur  to  them  that  their  country's  claim 
to  a  full  share  of  the  world's  enlighten- 
ment may  not  be  found  quite  consistent 
with  its  neglect  of  one  of  the  essential 
attributes  of  modern  culture. 

To  the  remonstrances  of  foreigners  who 
have  ventured  to  point  out  the  error  of 
restricting  the  study  of  Western  music, 
it  has  sometimes  been  answered  that  there 
is  no  purpose  of  abolishing  it  entirely, 
and  that  it  will  still  be  pursued,  though  on 
a  narrower  and  less  expensive  scale  than 
hitherto,  probably  under  the  supervision 
of  a  Japanese  lady  now  completing  her 
education  in  Germany.  So  far  as  outside 
observers  can  perceive,  no  effective  course 
of  training  could  be  more  economically 
maintained  than  that  now  provided  by  the 
Government.  The  annual  disbursement 
is  said  to  be  less  than  15,000  yen.  It  is 
not  disputed  that  much  larger  sums  are 
devoted  to  branches  of  scientific  instruc- 
tion which,  however  admirable  in  the  ab- 
stract, yield  none  of  the  "practical"  re- 
sults, the  supposed  absence  of  which  is 
alleged  to  the  discredit  of  music.  As  to 
the  idea  of  relying  upon  a  Japanese  teacher, 
every  one  qualified  to  hold  an  opinion  pro- 
nounces it  utterly  visionary.  It  would  be 
an  ungracious  task  to  recite  the  reasons 
for  this  conviction,  even  if  any  reasons  were 
likely  to  be  accepted  as  satisfactory  by 
the  gentlemen  in  control  at  the  Academy 
With  or  without  explanations,  however,  a 
judgment  unanimously  declared  by  persons 
who  understand  music  and  its  requirements 
ought  to  make  some  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  the  responsible  officials,  whether 
it  affects  their  action  or  not.  For  an 
example  of  the  consequences  of  trusting 
to  Japanese  tuition,  it  is  necessary  only 
to  recall  what  the  band  attached  to  the 
Navy  Department  once  was,  under  the 


management  of  Mr.  ECKERT,  and  to  look 
at  its  condition  to-day,   after  struggling 
through  some  years  without  foreign  aid. 
Or  we  may  take  the  group  of  well-mean- 
ing and  industrious  amateurs  who,  taught 
by   their  own    countrymen,   exert  them- 
selves to  promote  digestion  during  the  Sun- 
day evening  dinners  at  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
unconscious  that  their  exploits  have  chiefly 
the  effect  of  creating  doubts  as  to  whether 
the  performers  or  the  auditors  are  most 
deserving  of  commiseration.      The  lady 
who,  according  to  report,  will  in  course  of 
time  take  charge  of  the  foreign  musical 
studies  at  the  Uyeno  institution  may  prove 
to  be  an  excellent  violinist.     But  no  one 
believes,   except,   possibly,    those  whose 
belief  is  of  slight  value,  that  she  will  be 
found  to  possess  the  quickness  of  decision, 
the  confidence,  the  firmness,  the  absolute 
and  unerring  certainty  of  artistic  know- 
ledge that  are  demanded  in  the  position 
soon  to  be  left  vacant.    The  music  she 
and  a  few  others  are  now  learning  is  too 
new  a  thing  to  the  Japanese  neophytes  to 
have  sunk  very  deeply  into  their  nature. 
The  spirit  and  impulse  of  it  are  not  in 
stinctive  with  them,  and  they  have  none 
of  the  inherited  sense  of  its  meaning,  or 
spontaneous  love  for  it,  which  constitute 
the  foundation  for  a  musical  education  in 
Europe  or  America.    The  process  of  train 
ing  they  have  undergone  is  wholly  objec- 
tive.   When  it  began,  there  was  nothing 
within    them    to    welcome   or   assist  it. 
How  far  it  has  penetrated  we  can  only 
conjecture.    We  can  measure  exactly  the 
degree  of  proficiency  they  have  gained  in 
the  manipulation  of  their  instruments,  but 
we  have  no  means  of  gauging  their  souls» 
or  determining  the   extent  to  which  their 
recently-awakened  aesthetic  consciousness 
has  been  developed.    There  are  noindica 
tions,  as  yet,  that  it  has  a  controlling  in 
fluence  over  any  of  them.    Those  who 
have  had  the  best  opportunities  for  obser 
vation  are  of  opinion  that  if  circumstances 
should  compel    them    to    relinquish  the 
study  suddenly  and  forever,  they  could  do 
it  without  a  pang.    Though  they  practise 
assiduously,  and  take  satisfaction  in  demon 
strating  their  ability  to  execute  the  tasks 
set  before  them,  they  are  not  inspired  by 
enthusiasm  for  their  work,  nor  do  they 
seem  to  regard  it  as  anything  better  than 
the  acquisition  of  a  superficial  accomplish 
ment.    If  this  is  really  the  condition  of 
their  minds,  they  are  indeed  poorly  equip 
ped  for  their  duties  as  pioneers  of  a  diffi 
cult  art. 

There  are  many  sides  to  the  question 
which  we  can  glance  at  only  with  cursory 
haste,  and  we  can  imagine  a  Japanese 
disputant  asking  why,  since  he  is  told 
that  his  people  have  so  little  sym- 
pathy with  the  purposes  of  foreign  music, 
the  Government  should  persist  in  the  effort 
to  introduce  it.  Since  doubts  are  cast 
upon  the  ability  of  even  the  foremost 
students  to  fully  comprehend  what  they 


are  doing,  after  several  years  of  strenuous 
application,  why  not  cease  supplying  funds 
for  so  unpromising  an  enterprise  ?  Why 
not  wait  for  a  time  when  music  shall  come 
of  its  own  accord,  without  being  dragged 
and  establish  itself  naturally  in  the 
affections  of  the  populace  without  being 
grafted  upon  them  by  main  force?  Apart 
from  answers  which  might  be  objected  to 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  based  upon 
sentimental  considerations,   one  may  be 
given,  as  "  practical  "  as  any  utilitarian  can 
desire.    Sooner  or  later,  music  must  be 
recognized,  admitted,   and   fostered.  It 
cannot  be  kept  out  of  the  educational 
system  of  Japan.     What    was  done  in 
Russia,  in   the  eighteenth  century,  will 
have  to  be  done  here,  in  one  way  or  an- 
other.   We  have  only  to  consider  what 
would  now  be  the  condition  of  the  arts  in 
that  empire  if  no  resolute  measures  for 
implanting  them  had  been  taken,  and  if 
their  growth  had  never  been  stimulated  by 
absolute  authority.  In  obedience  to  the  will 
of  an  autocrat  a  beginning  was  made,  the 
results  of  which  are  visible  to  all.  Here, 
too,  a  beginning  has  been  made — a  begin- 
ning of  excellent  promise.     But  if  the 
school  at  Uyeno  is  suffered  to  languish  or 
decay,  the  work  must  all  be  done  over 
again.    There  is  no  escaping  that  conclu- 
sion.   A  long  term  of  study  will  have  been 
wasted,  and  worse  than  wasted.  Whether 
we  estimate  the  ends  thus  far  accomplished 
by  one  standard,  and  say  that  they  are 
extraordinary — which  is  perfectly  true — 
or  by  another  standard,  and  say  that  they 
have  brought  the  students  only  to  the 
threshold  of  their  art — which  is  likewise 
true — they  represent  an    expenditure  of 
persevering  industry  and  energy,  not  to 
speak    of    money,    which    it    would  be 
downright  discreditable  to  get  no  return 
from.    While  we  believe  that  the  position 
of  the  pupils,  as  regards  their  acquain- 
tance with  the  great  principles  of  music, 
has  been  accurately  described   in  these 
columns,  we  should  be  the  last  to  deny 
that  they  show    a  marvellous  technical 
facility,  or  that  they  are  justly  entitled  to 
admiration   for  the  rapidity  with  which 
they  have  overcome  the  difficulties  of  the 
most  exacting  of  instruments.    To  have 
attained  this  power  of  execution  is  a  long 
and  important  step  in  the  right  direction. 
It  would  be  pitiable  to  think  that  such 
qualifications  for  an  artistic  career  as  seem 
to  be  possessed  by  Miss  KODA — a  mere 
child  in  years,  yet  with  a  command  of  the 
violin  which  astonishes  all  who  hear  her 
play—must    be    sacrified   in  compliance 
with  a  short-sighted  and  prejudiced  official 
policy  ;  nevertheless  they  will  be  sacrificed 
if  at  her  present  stage  she  is  deprived  of 
the   proper   and  needful    guidance.  To 
scholars  like  her  we  might  look  for  a 
solution  of  many  perplexing  problems,  and 
for    the    gradual    dissemination   of  true 
musical  ideas  ;  but  if  their  hope  of  rising 
to  a  higher  grade  of  efficiency  is  cut  off, 
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they  can  neither  fulfill  the  mission  for 
which  they  are  partially  fitted,  nor  be 
made  to  serve  any  serious  educational 
purpose. 

Mr.  DlTTRICH'S  farewell  concert  was 
similar  in  general  character  to  the  others 
he  has  conducted.  Its  most  agreeable 
features  were,  as  usual,  the  arrangements 
in  which  the  violins  predominated.  The 
choral  selections  were  interesting  as  show- 
ing that  the  singers  could  be  success- 
fully led  through  complicated  and  tortuous 
involutions  of  harmony ;  but  the  voices 
were  not  good  enough  to  afford  very  great 
pleasure.  The  pianoforte  performances 
were  sadly  defective.  One  young  lady 
was  obliged  to  pause  in  the  midst  of  a 
sonata,  and  recover  herself ;  and  two  others 
produced  ungrammatical  progressions  and 
chords,  in  an  adaption  from  "  Cavalleria 
Rusticana,"  which  could  not  have  bene 
warranted  by  the  notes  before  them.  It  is 
still  a  puzzle  why  the  piano,  which  should 
be  comparatively  easy  to  the  Japanese,  is 
less  submissive  in  their  hands  than  an 
instrument  ordinarily  found  much  more 
rebellious  and  refractory.  But  we  have 
no  inclination  to  speak  critically  of  the 
entertainment.  It  will  be  especially  re- 
membered as  an  occasion  of  friendly  and 
regretful  leave-taking.  The  vehement  out- 
burst of  applause  which  saluted  the  retiring 
teacher  gave  generous  assurance  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  foreign 
community  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama,  and 
of  the  gratitude  of  those  who  appreciate 
the  fidelity  and  zeal  with  which  he  has 
devoted  his  high  abilities  to  their  welfare 
throughout  his  years  of  service  in  Japan. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
-  ♦  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 


PASSPORTS  AND  HOW  THEY  TREAT 
US,  AGAIN. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — You  misapprehend  somewhat  my  state- 
ments about  a  nation's  growth  in  the  more  noble 
v i  1  lues.  And  I  hope  just  heie  the  Gazette  will 
not  fail  to  discriminate  between  a  globe-trotter  and 
a  missionary  who  was  for  a  short  time  engaged 
by  a  Government  School  in  Kanazawa,  and  who 
was,  at  the  end  of  his  engagement,  returning  to 
Tokyo  on  a  proper  passport  obtained  for  him  by 
the  President  of  the  school.  The  facts  in  the  case 
ought  to  make  all  the  difference  in  the  world  as  to 
the  way  an  editor  should  write. 

But,  Mr.  Editor,  if  these  passports  are  "abomi- 
nable," it  is  no  honour  to  Japan  to  use  them.  And 
if  by  adheiing  to  the  strict  and  correct  meaning 
of  the  treaties  the  passpoits  would  not  be  granted, 
it  would  be  better  to  abide  by  the  interpi  elation  of 
the  treaties.  It  is  wrong  for  any  person  or  nation 
to  hinder  the  exercise  of  the  peaceful  and  innocent 
liberty  of  any  other  person  or  nation.  You  seem 
to  think  I  represented  Japan  only  as  being  slow 
in  the  more  noble  virtues. 

You  ask  me  to  state  with  whom  the  ultimate 
responsibility  for  the  continual  existence  of  the 
passpoi  ts  rests.  1  answer  with  Japan.  No  na- 
tion compels  Japan  to  use  these  passpoits.  Be- 
cause other  nations  are  unjust  and  unreasonable, 
should  Japan  likewise  be  so  ?  On  whatgiounds 
could  it  be  wrong  for  a  peaceable  man  to  travel 
through  Japan  ?  There  are  none.  None  have  a 
right  to  molest  him,  or  to  restrict  his  libeity. 
Only  when  a  man  becomes  injurious  should  he 
be  restrained.  Though  other  nations  should,  by 
superior  power,  force  unjust  conditions  upon  Japan, 


01  try  to  force  them,  III  ere  is  always  left  a  just 
way  of  escape.  Ol  two  evils,  we  need  not  choose 
either  ;  and  no  man  or  nation  can  foice  a  just  and 
good  man  or  nation  to  do  wrong. 

Japan  could  permit  foreigner!  to  navel  wheie 

soever  Ihey  pleased  without  any  1  esli  ictiuus  ,  and 
no  evil  or  injui  ious  man  need  go  unpunished  foi 
meanness  he  might  do.  And  it  is  wiong  for  other 
nations  to  hold  their  com  Is  in  this  cnunliy,  ignor- 
ing the  com  Is  of  this  nation.  But  the  wrongs  ol 
one  will  not  excuse  those  of  anolhei.  No  peace- 
able, just,  or  righteous  man  should  be  interfered 
with.  Law  is  for  the  wicked.  1  would  not  hesi 
tale  one  moment  to  live  under  the  Japanese  law. 
Circumstances  might  have  sent  me  to  a  nation  of 
savages,  without  law  or  civilization  at  all.  I  would 
not  have  feared  to  live  among  them.  It  is  not 
noble  for  any  nation  or  people  to  restrain  the 
peaceable  movements  of  any  person.  These  are 
the  virtues  which  make  nations,  as  well  as  per- 
sons, noble.  A  man  should  be  judged  according 
to  what  he  is  and  does  ;  and  not  according  to  the 
nation  of  which  he  happens  to  be  a  citizen.  A 
nation,  as  a  person,  will  be  held  responsible  for 
what  it  could  do,  but  does  not  do. 

It  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  I  shall  ever 
again  go  into  the  interior  on  any  kind  of  a  pass- 
port, unless  absolutely  necessary  for  purposes  of 
health.  And,  again,  I  have  thought  that  probably 
missionaries,  at  least,  who  contemplate  a  life  woi  k 
in  Japan  should  become  citizens  of  the  country. 

Respectfully,  E.  SNODGRASS. 

Tokyo,  Api  il  I  lib,  1894. 

P.S.— I  may  say  that  through  the  help  of  the 
Governor  of  Ishikawa  Ken,  I  was  privileged  to  go 
on  my  way  from  Tsuruga  on  the  day  following  the 
dale  uf  my  letter  to  the  Mail. — E.S. 


AN  ORIENTAL  DREIBUND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — One  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  Ko- 
lean  assassination  affair,  has  been  to  emphasize 
the  extreme  importance  of  the  attitude  assumed  by 
Japan  towards  China  and  Korea.  It  is  not  neces- 
saiy  to  enter  here  into  any  further  discussion  of 
the  aspects  of  the  matter  itself,  or  to  speculate  how 
far  the  fault  may  lie  with  the  Korean  King  or  to 
what  extent  China  may  be  implicated.  That  bolh 
countries  heartily  rejoice  over  the  death,  however 
encompassed,  of  a  man  whom  they  regarded  as  a 
standing  menace  to  themselves,  admits  of  no 
doubt.  Yet  it  would  be  rash  to  say  that  either  had 
directly  brought  the  assassination  about ;  in  fact, 
this  is  a  point  which  will  probably  never  be  satis- 
factorily cleared  up,  for  it  stands  to  reason  that, 
teally  guilty  or  not,  both  Powers  will  decidedly 
disclaim  against  any  such  imputation.  What  is 
of  more  immediate  import  is  the  manner  in  which 
Japan  has  to  deal  diplomatically  with  the  two. 

As  I  have  already  noted,  even  the  wisest  of 
the  vernacular  press  counsel  firm  action  on  the 
pait  of  this  Government;  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun  uses  language  which,  though  veiled,  is  decid- 
edly defiant  in  tone,  while  the  Jiyu,  ever  hysteri- 
cally inclined,  indulges  in  a  ihapsody  on  the 
benefits  of  war.  The  great  desideratum  all 
declare  is  that  Japan  should  keep  her  dignity  in 
tills  instance;  to  which  the  Nippon  adds  that 
neither  the  size  nor  countless  inhabitants  of  the 
Middle  Kingdom  should  cause  this  country  to  cede 
for  a  hand's  breadth  from  the  position  which  is  its 
due;  that  Japan  should  avoid  bluster  in  her  deal- 
ings with  Korea,  and  not  be  intimidated  by  what- 
ever China  may  say  or  do.  That  is  all  very  well. 
A  dignified  and  straightforward  couise  of  con- 
duct is  both  advisable  and  beneficial  to  any 
nation.  Japan  has  hilheito  not  shown  herself 
lacking  in  either  qualities  in  her  intercourse  with 
Eastern  nations,  albeit  she  has  been,  and  still  is, 
rather  inclined  to  take  a  high  hand  with  the 
Peninsula,  and  this  all  the  more  because  of  China's 
suzerain  claims  and  pretensions.  The  point  that 
would  urge,  however,  is  not  the  necessity  for  an 
unbending  demeanour,  nor  yet  the  need  of  enfor- 
cing respect  it  may  be  at  the  cannon's  mouth. 
The  question  is  whether  Japan  can  or  cannot  work 
in  harmony  with  China  and  Korea,  not  only  from 
nobly  humanitarian  reasons,  but  because  war 
would  mean  1  etrogression  and  exposure  to  the 
depredatory  incursions  of  those  powers  whose  one 
rule  in  their  relations  with  Asia  would  appear  to 
be  the  annexation  of  fresh  territory.  It  may  be 
laid  down  as  an  axiom  that  neither  China  or 
Korea  can  go  to  war  with  Japan,  unless  they  are 
willing  to  incur  the  risk  of  weakened  frontieis,  a 
depleted  treasury,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
popular  discontent  and  disturbance. 

Japan  is  the  self-elected  pioneer  of  Western 
civilisation  in  Asia.  Irrespective  of  China's  con- 
servatism and  her  inherent  love  for  the  customs 
and  creeds  of  the  past,  it  is  undeniable  that  she 
views  Japan's  rapid  advance  with  a  sentiment  akin 


10  jealousy,  and  that  she  follows  in  the  swifl  foot- 
steps of  her  instil. 11    rival  as  fast  as  so  unwieldy 

and  heterogeneous  an  empire  will  permit.  View- 
ed (roll)  evei  y  standpoint,  Japan  is  unquestion- 
ably teaching  her  neighbour!  a  great  and  vital 
lesson  :  that  the  supineness  and  insoiitiauced 
Characteristic  of  all  Eastern  rule  are  incompatible 
wlih  national  stability  and  progiess;  that  the 
effete  and  enervated  Oriental  nature  needs  the 
impi  tus  derivable  from  an  adoption,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  biisk,  enterprising,  and  science- 
loving  methods  of  the  West.  That  the  Occident 
is  not  all  good,  many  Eastern  nations  have  long 
since  learned  to  then  sorrow.  Die  1  apacity  and 
aggiession  of  France  and  Russia  aie  110I01  ious, 
nor  are  even   England's  colonization  schemes  in 

sinci  accordance  with  the  Golden  Rule.    On  the 

other  hand,  eveiy  year  seems  a  greater  encroach- 
ment of  the  West  on  the  East,  a  bolder  fiont 
taken,  demands  made  and  enforced  inconsistent 
either  with  the  dictates  of  International  Law  or 
even  the  postulates  of  humanity.  Can  it  be  for  an 
instant  questioned  that  embroilment  between 
China,  Korea, and  Japan  would  mean  international 
deci  ease  of  strength,  mutual  attrition  with  the 
woi  si  possible  results  ?  Never  was  there  a  plainer 
instance  of  the  li  nth  of  the  saying,  "united  we 
stand  ;  divided  we  fall."  If  for  none  other  than 
pin  e  1  y  selfish  reasons,  it  is  the  clear  duty  of  each 
of  tlie  three  nations  to  avoid  war  with  the  lest. 
Moially  and  polically,  the  three  are  bound  to  keep 
the  peace. 

These  are  views  which  do  not  tequire  substan- 
tiation :  they  are  based  on  self  evident  facts.  And 
if  we  go  so  far  as  to  acknowledge  the  necessity  of 
friendly  relations,  why  not  take  one  step  fai  titer 
and  tecognize  that  a  Triple  Alliance  between 
japan  and  her  two  neighbours  would  mean  the 
regeneration  of  one  or  the  other,  the  opposing  of 
ait  impregnable  front  to  Occidental  teriitorial 
rapacity,  and  the  growth  of  broader  ideas,  higher 
theoi  ies,  bettei  government,  greater  popular  con- 
tent. This  is  just  what  Japan's  geographical 
posi.ion  and  higher  grade  of  civilization,  not  to 
speak  of  her  vast  commercial  interests,  show,  with 
irresistible  force,  to  be  most  needful  and  mosl  ad- 
visable. Her  dignity  is  best  kept  not  by  a  bust- 
ling array  of  cannon  nor  the  adoption  of  the  latest 
(and  most  murderous)  inventions  of  modern  mili- 
tary  science, — but  by  showing  that  she  has  pro- 
filed by  her  intimacy  with  the  West  in  so  far  as 
to  wish  to  rehabilitate  the  East;  by  proving  that 
the  swoid  does  better  work  when  rehammered  into 
a  ploughshare  ;  that  the  fruits  of  peace  an  prefer- 
able to  internecine  warfare;  that,  finally,  she  is 
willing  and  ready  to  bear  her  part  of  the  burden 
and  woik  for  the  achievement  of  an  end  as  great 
as  that  of  the  European  Dreibund — disarmament 
and  consequent  national  prosperity. 

Your  obedient  Servant,  E. 

April  19,  1894. 


GUIDE  TO  THE  TOKYO  LIBRARY  FOR 
STRANGERS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir,— I  shall  consider  it  a  great  favour  if  you 
will  kindly  insert  in  your  valuable  paper  the  fol- 
lowing few  lines  : — 

For  strangers  who  come  to  this  country  with  the 
purpose  of  staying  a  longer  or  shorter  space  of 
lime,  the  Tokyo  Library,  I  believe,  is  well  worth  a 
visit.  It  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  them  to 
know  something  of  our  customs,  manners,  and 
habits, — knowledge  which  may,  to  a  great  extent, 
be  acquired  at  a  library  that  keeps  all  the  recent 
publications  and  contains  all  the  best  works  that 
have  appeared  on  Japan. 

The  Tokyo  Libraiy  is  at  present  located  in 
Uyeno  Park,  just  opposite  the  Music  School.  It 
is  better  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Tokyo  Tosho- 
kwan."  The  reading  room  is  open  daily  (except 
on  the  1st  of  every  month  and  on  great  national 
holidays),  from  eighto'clock  a.m.  till  half-past  four 
p.m.,  but  the  hours  for  opening  the  reading  room 
are  not  always  fixed  :  they  are  changed  according 
to  the  seasons  of  the  year.  Entrance  tickets  are 
of  two  kinds,  special  and  ordinary.  At  the  en- 
trance gate,  you  may  obtain  either  an  ordinary  or 
a  special  ticket,  and  at  the  same  time  you  will 
receive  a  small  printed  paper,  on  which  you  must 
write  both  the  titles  of  the  works  and  the  names 
of  the  authors,  together  with  case  and  number. 
The  special  room  is  set  apart  from  the  ordinary 
room.  You  will  find  catalogues  on  the  tables  in 
the  left  corner  of  the  reading  room.  The  cata- 
logues are  of  two  kinds,  that  is,  book  catalogues 
and  card  catalogues.  In  both  these  the  works  are 
classified  under  their  respective  subjects  and 
authois,  but  the  book  catalogues  have  an  index  of 
authors  on  their  last  pages  only.  If  you  have 
some  difficulty  in  finding  the  books  you  desire  in 
the  catalogues  before  you,  you  had  better  ask  the 
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librarian  to  assist  yon.  He  will  do  his  best  to 
search  for  llie  books  you  desire  and  let  you  liave 
tliein  as  soon  as  possible.  Many  newly  pub- 
lished books  arrived  at  llie  Tokyo  Library  only  a 
few  months  ago.  Among  them,  there  aiesome 
interesting  and  popular  works  relating  to  Japan. 
Foreign  pei  iodicals,  both  monthly  and  weekly,  are 
also  received. at  the  library  as  soon  as  they  have 
appealed.  The  library  itself  is  most  carefully 
arranged  under  the  special  care  of  Mr.  I.  Tanaka, 
its  Director.  The  number  of  books  is  increasing 
day  by  day. 

I  lemain,  sincerely  yours, 

T.  S., 
Tokyo  Library. 

Api  il  1S1I1,  1894. 


EMIGRA  TION  REG ULA  TIONS. 


Imperial  Ordinance. 
We,  with  the  advice  of  Our  Pi  ivy  Council, 
hereby  sanction  the  following  Regulations  for  the 
Pioteciion  of  Emigrants,  and  Order  them  to  be 
duly  promulgated. 

(Imperial  Sign  manual.) 
[Great  Seal.] 

(Countersigned.) 

Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs. 
Minister  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Imperial  Ordinance  No.  42. 
regulations  for  protecting  "imin." 
Ai  tide  I. — The  term  Imin  in  this  Oidinance 
applies  to  persons  who  emigrate  to  foieign  coun 


tries  for  the  pui  pose  of  labouring;  and  the  term 
Imin  Toriatsukainin  applies  to  those  who,  under 
any  pretext  whatsoever,  make  il  their  business 
to  secure  Imin  or  make  arrangements  for  theii 
emigration. 

The  natuie  of  the  labour  included  in  the  last 
preceding  clause  shall  be  determined  conjointly  by 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Minister 
for  Home  Affairs. 

Article  II.— The  Imin  shall  carry  passpotts. 

Article  III.— Passports  may  be  refused  to  those 
Imin  who  are  about  to  emigrate  to  the  territory  of 
a  countr  y  which  has  not  concluded  a  treaty  with 
Japan,  or  who  emigrate  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  country  of  their  destination. 

Article  IV. — An  Imin  who  emigrates  without  the 
intervention  of  an  Imin  Toriatsukainin  may  be  re 
quired  to  appoint  sureties  of  not  less  than  two 
per  sons  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  passpoit,  when 
the  condition  of  the  place  of  emigration  is  deeined 
to  require  it. 

The  sureties  are  limited  to  those  whom  the  Local 
Authoi  ities  deem  to  have  sufficient  means  to  be 
able  to  help  or  to  undeitake  to  bring  home  the 
Imin  in  case  of  illness  or  other  disliess. 

Article  V. — Any  peison  who  desiies  to  be  an 
Imin  Toriatsukainin  shall  obtain  permission  from 
the  Minister  for  Home  Affairs,  through  the  Local 
Authorities. 

Article  VI. — The  Imin  Toriatsukainin  cannot 
secure  Imin  or  make  arrangements  for  their  emi- 
gration until  after  he  has  deposited  secinity  with 
the  Local  Authoi  ities. 

Aiticle  VII. — The  deposit  mentioned  in  the  last 
preceding  Aiticle  shall  not  be  less  than  10,000 ye)i, 
to  be  determined  by  the  Local  Authorities,  with 
the  appioval  of  the  Minister  for  Home  Affaiis. 

Aiticle  VIII. — The  Imin  Toriatsukainin,  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  emigration  of  Imin, 
shall  enter  into  a  wiilten  contiact  with  the  Imin. 

Regai  ding  the  terms  of  contiact  mentioned  in 
the  last  pieceding  clause  approval  of  the  Local 
Authorities  must  be  previously  obtained. 

Aiticle  IX. — The  following  items  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  leims  referied  to  in  the  last  preced- 
ing Article  :  — 

1 .  Term  of  contract. 

2.  Fees  for  making  arrangements  for  the  emi- 
gi  alion. 

3.  The  methods  of  extending  aid  or  sending 
home  o(  Imin  in  case  of  illness  or  othei  disti  ess. 

Aiticle  X. — The  Imin  Toriatsukainin  or -his 
agent  cannot  receive  fi  om  the  Imin  fees  of  any 
kind  other  than  those  for  making  airangements 
for  the  emigration. 

Aiticle  XI. — The  Imin  Toriatsukainin  shall 
countersign  the  applications  for  passpoits  of  the 
Imin  under  his  cat e. 

In  1  endering  sei  vices  to  an  Imin  who  has  already 
obtained  a  passport,  the  Toriatsukainin  shall  re- 
port the  fact  t  )  the  Authorities  who  have  issued 
llie  passpoit.  He  shrill  enclose  the  passpoit  lo 
such  authorities  and  obtain  their  ceitificate. 

Aiticle  XII. — No  Imin  Toriatsukainin  or  his 
agent  shall  be  allowed  Jo  secure  any  persons  01 
make  arrangements  for  their  emigration  unless 
such  persons  are  to  emigrate  as  Imin. 


Article  XIII. — In  case  an  Imin  Toriatsukainin 
desn  es  to  let  other  persons  act  for  him  in  the  trans- 
action of  his  business,  he  shall  repoit  the  name  of 
such  person  to  the  Local  Authoi  ities  in  advance 
and  obtain  their  approval. 

Aiticle  XIV. — In  case  an  Imin  Toriatsukainin 
transacts  business  in  violation  of  laws  and  orders, 
or  fails  to  make  good  without  delay  any  deficiency 
in  his  deposit,  or  is  guilty  of  conduct  which  is 
deemed  injurious  to  public  peace  or  morality,  the 
Minister  for  Home  Affaii  s  may  either  suspend  his 
business  or  cancel  his  permission. 

Article  XV. — In  case  an  Imin  finds  it  necessary 
lo  apply  for  protection  of  Japanese  Authorities 
abroad,  he  shall  produce  his  passpoi  t  and  certify 
his  personal  standing;  and  if  he  went  abroad 
through  the  intervention  of  an  Imin  Toriatsukainin, 
he  shall  also  produce  his  contract  with  the  Imin 
Toriatsukainin. 

Aiticle  XVI. — Those  who  may  obtain  passports 
by  misrepresenting  the  place  of  emigration  or  the 
natuie  of  work  lo  be  performed  in  the  place  of 
emigration,  and  those  who  go  abroad  without  pro- 
curing a  passpoit,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  2  yen  not  more  than  20  yen. 

Article  XVII. — An  Imin\  Toriatsukainin  who 
violates  the  provisions  of  Article  VI.,  VIII.,  XI.  or 
XIII.,  or  secures  or  makes  arrangements  for  the 
emigration  of  Imin,  knowing  such  emigi  ation  lo  be 
a  violation  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  \o yen  nor  moie  than  100 yen. 

In  any  of  ihe  above  cases,  if  the  emigration  lias 
already  taken  place,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  50 yen  nor  more  than  i^oyen. 

An  Imin  Toriatsukainin  01  his  agent  who  violates 
the  provisions  of  Articles  X.  or'  XII.,  shall  he  liable 
to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  10  yen  nor  moie  than  100 


lations  for  Protecting  Imin,  shall  be  notified  in 
advance.  V  ■  . 

Art.  III.— By  the  "  Local  Authorities"  mentioned 
in  Art.  IV.  of  the  Regulations  for  Protecting  Imin 
are  meant  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  place  wheie 
the  domicile  of  the  sureties  lies,  and  by  the  "  Local 
Authorities''  menlioned  in  Art.  V.,  VI.,  VII.,  VIII., 
and  XIII.,  aie  meant  the  Local  Authorities  of  the 
place  where  head  offices  of  Imin  Toriatsukainin 
ate  situated.  . 

Art.  IV. — The  security  shall  be  deposited  in 
cash.    But  National  bonds  may  be  used  in  place 

of  cash.  . 

Ait.  V. — The  value  of  the  national  bonds 
used  in  place  of  cash  for  desposit  shall  be  in 
accordance  with  the  value  fixed  by  the  Local  Au- 
thorities. 

A(t.  VI.— In  the  event  of  any  deficiency  oc- 
curring in  the  deposit,  the  Local  Authoi  ities  shall 
order  the  deficiency  to  be  made  good  and  shall  fix 
a  proper  limit  of  time  for  its  payment. 

The  limit  of  time  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding 
clause  can  not  exceed  one  month. 

Art.  VII.— The  Imin  Toriatsukainin  shall  make, 
according  to  the  annexed  form,  a  list  of  Imin  under 
his  care,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities of  the  place  where  his  head  office  is  situated 


yen. 

Article  XVIII. — Any  peison  who,  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  secures  or  make  arrangements 
for  the  emigration  of  Imin  without  first  obtaining 
permission  to  be  an  Imin  Toriatsukainin,  or  (an 
Imin  Toriatsukainin)  who  during  the  suspension 
of  his  business  (performs  any  of  the  foregoing 
acts)  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  nor  less  than  20 
yen  nor  more  than  200  yen. 

An  Imin  Toriatsukainin  or  his  agent  who  secui  es 
or  makes  arrangements  for  the  emigration  of  Imin 
by  means  of  deception  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
fine  as  provided  in  the  above  clause. 

Article  XIX. —  In  case  of  a  mercantile  corpora- 
tion, the  preceding  two  Ai  tides  shall  apply  to  the 
Torishimariyaku  (director)  or  to  the  member  who 
is  in  charge  of  those  branches  of  business  which 
are  mentioned  in  each  of  the  said  two  Ai  tides. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REGULATIONS. 
Article  XX. — Those  who  have  been  pursuing 
business  connected  with  Imin  under  official  sanction 
of  proper  authoi  ities  obtained  previous  to  the  date 
of  the  enforcement  of  the  present  Ordinance,  may 
continue  their  business  (or  three  months  from  the 
dale  this  Ordinance  takes,  effect  notwithstanding 
the  provisions  of  Ai  tides  V.  and  VI. 

In  the  event  of  peisons  mentioned  in  the  last 
preceding  clause  desiring  to  still  continue  ihei 
business  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  three 
months  mentioned  in  the  last  pieceding  clause, 
they  shall  obtain  permission  during  the  said  three 
months  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  this 
Oi  dinance. 

Aiticle  XXI. — The  Ordinance  does  not  apply  to 
those  who  emigrate  by  virtue  of  a  special  treaty 
concluded  by  Japan  or  to  the  Toriatsukainin  there- 
under. 

Aiticle' XXII. — Detailed  Regulations  required 
for  the  enforcement  of  this  Oidinance  shall  be 
detei  mined  conjointly  by  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affaiis  and  the  Minister  for  Home  Affairs. 


Number  of 
Passport. 

Date  of  the 
issue  of 
Passport. 

Full  Name. 

Status  and 
Occupation. 

Domicile 
and  place  of 
sojourn. 

Age. 

Object  of 
Emigration. 

Country  of 
Destination. 

Date  of  Em- 
barkation. 

Tem  of 
Contract. 

Ordinance  No.  6  op  the  Department  of 

Foreign  Affairs. 
Detailed  Regulations  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Regulations  for  Protecting  Imin  are  established 
as  follows  : — 

Mutsu  Munemitsu, 
Minister  of  State  for  Foieign  Affaiis. 

Count  Inouye  Kaoru, 
Minister  of  Slate  for  Home  Affairs. 
The  18th  day,  the  41I1  month,  the  27th  year  of 
Meiji. 


DETAILED  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  ENFORCEMENT 
OF  THE  REGULATIONS  FOR  PROTECTING  "  IMIN." 

An.  I. — Tbekindsof  labourers  mentioned  in  Ai  t 
I.  of  the  Regulations  for  Protecting  Imin  are  de 
lei  mined  as  follows: — 

(a.)    Those  who  perform  physical  service  in  agri 
culture,  fishing,  minings  engineering,  building 
transport  a  lion,  and  all  kinds  of  manufactures 
(b.)  Those  who  are  employed  in  domestic  service 

such  as  cooking,  wailing,  etc. 
Art.   II. — Cases  lequiiing  the  appointment  of 
sureties,  in  accordance  with  Art.  IV.  of  the  Regu- 


Art.  VIII. — In  the  event  an  of  Imin  or  Imin  To- 
riatsukainin being  ordered  by  the  proper  Authoi  1- 
to  itesproduce  the  contract  mentioned  in  Art.  VIII. 
of  the  Regulations  for  Protecting  Imin,  he  is  not  al- 
lowed to  refuse. 

Art.  IX. — An  Imin  Toriatsukainin  who  lets  an 
agent  transact  his  business  must  cause  such  agent 
to  cany  with  him  a  cei  tificate  of  identity. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  March  24. 
'  The  Wee  Ones  of  Japan,"  by  Mae  St.  John 
Bramhall,  is  to  be  issued  in  an  illustrated  edition 
by  Harper  and  Bros. 

The  "  Biological  Lectin  es  "  delivered  at  Mai  ine 
Biological  Laboratory,  Wood's  Hall,  1893,  have 
been  published  by  Glut)  and  Co.,  and  include 
"The  Work  and  the  Aims  of  the  Marine  Biologi- 
cal Laboratory,"  by  Prof.  C.  O.  Whitman,  once  of 
Tokyo  ;"  On  the  Natuie  of  Cell  Organization," 
by  S.  Watase,  Ph.  D.;  and  "The  Inadequacy  of  the 
Cell  Theory  of  Development,"  by  Prof.  Whitman. 

Rev.  E.  K.  Fulkerson,  who  several  months  ago 
became  pastor  of  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Peoria,  III.,  has  been  ordered  by  the  Missionary 
Board  to  return  to  his  labouis  in  Japan; 

Commodore  William  D.  Whiting,  who  served 
under  Perry  in  the  expedition  to  Japan,  and  was 
"  the  first  officer  in  the  fleet  to  set  foot  on  the 
Japanese  soil,"  died  in  New  York  City  on  the 
19th  inst.  from  injuries  received  when  run  over  by 
a  cab  in  January. 

The  Judge  of  the  United  States  Ciicuit  Cotut 
sitting  in  Boston  is  doubtful  whether  he  has  the 
right  to  issue  naturalization  papers  to  one  Shibato 
Saito,  a  native  born  Japanese.  He  has  reserved 
decision  for  a  few  days.  This  is  said  to  be  the 
fiist  case  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  and  in  order 
that  no  mistake  may  be  made  Judge  Colt  will 
confer  with  his  associates  before  making  a  decision. 
The  applicant  for  naturalization  was  born  in  Tokyo, 
and  says  he  has  been  in  this  country  since  1880. 

Japan,  China,  and  Korea  are  to  be  "  written  up" 
again  by  a  travelling  coi  respondent,  Mr.  Frank  G. 
Carpenter,  who  will  represent  the  Chicago  Herald. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  F01  eign  Relations  is 
consideiinga  new  treaty  just  negotiated  by  Sec- 
retary Giesham  and  the  Chinese  Minister.  This 
will  not  repeal,  but  practically  supersedes,  both  the 
Scott  Act  and  the  Geary  Law.  Its  principal  pro- 
visions have  been  given  as  follows  in  the  papers  :  — 
The  new  treaty,  it  is  understood,  runs  for  twenty  years,  and 
in  this  respect  is  like  a  similar  treaty  negotiated  by  Secretary 
Bayard  in  1888,  and  if  at  the  expiration  of  the  twenty  years 
neither  Government  shall  give  notice  to  the  other  of  its  intention 
to  have  it  terminated,  then  it  shall  remain  in  force  another 
twenty  years.  During  the  period  of  the  life  of  the  treaty  Chinese 
are  prohibited  from  entering  this  country  except  upon  conditions. 
Provision  is  made  for  the  return  of  any  Chinamen  who  has  a 
lawful  wife,  child,  or  parent  in  the  United  States  or  property  to 
the  amount  of  $i,ooo,  or  debts  due  him  to  that  amount.  In 
order  to  secure  the  benefits  of  this  provision,  the  Chinaman 
must  leave  with  an  officer  of  the  United  States  a  description  of 
his  family  or  property  and  secure  a  certificate  for  his  return.  He 
must  also  return  within  a  year,  which  may  be  extended  another 
year  in  cases  of  sickness  or  other  causes  beyond  his  control. 
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1  h<-  existing  treaties  providing  for  the  privileges  of  travel  and 
sojourn  in  il\e  United  States  ol  Chinese  otliiinls,  teachers,  stud- 
ents,  and  travellers  for  curiosity,  as  well  11s  the  right  of  transit  of 
C  hinese  otlk-ials  through  the  United  States,  is  preserved.  Ill 
return  for  cuneessons  granted  hy  this  country  to  better  protect 
the  Chinese  people,  and  to  lessen  the  hardships  which  it  is 
claimed  they  sutler  by  reason  of  the  (ienry  law,  the  Chinese 
government  is  to  take  greater  precsutloni  to  prevent  the  coming 
of  Chinese  labourers  to  this  country.  1  he  object  of  the  Chinese 
Government  is  to  secure  to  the  Chinese  in  this  country  ample 
protection  and  to  relieve  them  from  any  unusual  hardships, 
although  the  right  of  citizenship  is  not  asked  nor  guaranteed. 

'The  latest  reports  from  Samoa  indicated  tumble 
between  the  natives  of  some  districts  and  tbe 
"  wilite  man's  government."  The  situation,  "  Willi 
an  empty  treasury,"  and  tbe  possible  refusal  01  tlie 
natives  to  pay  taxes,  was  said  to  be  "critical." 

Commodoie  Kirkland,  en  route  for  Hawaii, 
lias  been  suddenly  recalled,  and  Admiral  Walker, 
"an  old  and  war-tried"  officer,  lias  been  sent  to 
lake  command  at  that  station."  The  orders  are 
understood  to  be  due  to  a  well-authenticated  re- 
port 1  hat  the  Hawaiian  Government  is  about  to 
apply  to  some  other  Power  for  either  annexation 
or  a  protectorate." 

On  the  other  hand,  Minister  Thurston  is  said  to 
have  been  recalled  to  Hawaii  to  assist  in  the  es 
lablishmeivt  of  a  permanent  republican  govern- 
meni.  The  first  steps  toward  this  have  been 
taken  in  the  passage  of  "an  act  to  provide  for  a 
constitutional  convention"  to  convene  at  the  call 
of  the  President.  The  election  of  delegates  will 
take  place  in  May;  and  the  following  are  the 
qualifications  of  voters  at  that  election  :— 

Every  male  resident  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  of  Hawaiian 
American,  or  European  birth  or  descent,  who  shall  have  taken 
the  oath  by  the  act  provided,  who  shall  have  paid  his  takes  for 
the  year  1893,  unless  exempt  by  law  from  paying  taxes;  who 
shall  have  been  domiciled  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  one 
year  and  shall  have  caused  his  name  to  be  entered  on  the  list 
of  voters  of  the  precinct  in  which  he  resides,  and  is  not  insane 
or  an  idiot,  or  who  shall  not  have  been  convicted  of  felony, 
unless  pardoned,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  delegates  to  be 
elecled  from  islands  on  which  such  voter  resides. 

This  convention  is  to  consist  of  the  President, 
the  executive  and  advisory  councils,  and  delegates 
elected  from  four  districts.  The  oath  to  he  taken 
by  both  delegates  and  voters  is  as  follows  :  — 

Sec.  18.  Form  of  oath:    No.  ,  Hawaiian  Islands.  Island 

of  ■  District  of  .    I,  ,  aged  years,  native  of 

,  residing  at  in  said  district,  do  solemnly  swear,  in 

the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  support  and  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  provisional  government  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  and  will  oppose  any  attempt  to  restore  Liliuokalani  to 
the  throne  or  to  re-establish  a  monarchical  government  in 
any  form  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

The  war  in  Brazil,  notwithstanding  the  flighl 
of  Admiral  de  Gama,  the  surrender  of  several 
insurgent  vessels,  and  the  capture  of  ninety  or 
so  of  the  insurgent  officers,  is  not  entirely  ended. 
Admiral  de  Mello  has  not  yet  given  up  the 
struggle.  The  Portuguese  Minister  to  Brazil 
has  declined  to  order  the  commander  of  the 
Mindello  to  give  up  Da  Gama  and  the  other 
fugitives,  and  the  matter  is  now  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  Brazilian  and  the  Portuguese  Govern 
ments.  Everything  at  Rio  is  so  quiet,  that  all  the 
foreign  men-of-war  have  left  except  the  New  York 
and  the  Charleston.  A  dispatch  from  Rio  in  this 
morning's  paper  says  that  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  and  Italy  have  united  in  recom- 
mending humane  treatment  of  the  insurgents: 
but  a  dispatch  from  Washington  says  that  the 
United  States  will  maintain  non-interference. 

The  Bland  Bill  for  the  coinage  of  the  seignior- 
age passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  44  to  31  ;  but 
will  probably  be  vetoed  by  the  President. 

Congressman  Wilson  has  improved  so  much 
that  he  was  able  to  return  from  Mexico  to  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  will  rest  a  while. 

Governor  Brown,  of  Rhode  Island,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  re-election. 

The  prohibition  contest  in  ihe  Iowa  Legislature, 
after  several  reconsiderations  of  bills,  has  resulted 
in  the  passage  of  a  "  mulct  license  "  bill,  by  which 
"prohibition  will  obtain  except  as  modified  by 
local  option."  And  the  toleration  of  the  liquor 
traffic  must  be  sanctioned  by  65  per  cent,  of  the 
voters  ;  while  the  license  fee  is  fixed  at  $600  a  year. 

The  friends  of  prohibition  have  lately  been  cele- 
brating all  over  the  country  the  ninetieth  birth- 
day of  Neal  Dow,  "father  of  the  Maine  prohibi- 
tion law"  which  was  passed  in  1 85 1 . 

The  papers  of  the  past  few  days  have  had  a 
great  deal  to  say  about  an  immense  "army  of 
peace"  which  would  march  from  Massillon,  Ohio, 
to  Washington,  D.C.;  but  the  whole  affair  is  now 
pronounced  "  a  giant  hoax,"  played  by  the  cone 
spondents  of  some  New  York  and  Chicago  papers 
That  is  newspaper  enterprise  in  this  country  ! 

A  contest  between  Governor  Waite,  of  Colorado, 
and  police  commissioners  of  Denver,  almost  re- 
sulted, if  we  may  believe  the  newspaper  accounts, 
in  a  "  civil  war."  The  police  commissioners  denied 
the  Governor's  authority  to  remove  them  from 
office;  the  Governor  called  out  the  state  militia 
to  help  him  install  the  new  Commissioners  in 
office;  and  U.S.  regulars,  summoned  by  the  Go- 
vernor, appeared  just  in  lime  to  prevent  blood- 
shed. Finally,  the  Governor,  who  had  disregarded 
an  injunction  of  Judge  Graham  of  the  District 


Couit,  was  peisuaded  In  submit  the  dispute  lo  the 

decision  of  the  Supreme  Com  t.    About  the  same 

time  part  of  the  militia  had  to  be  sent  to  Cripple 
Creek  to  maintain  pence  among  sli  iking  mineis. 
Veiily,  life  ill  Colorado  has  been  exciting. 

The  spring  equinox  did  not  sei  lously  affect 
Chicago,  except  to  bi  ing  colder  wealhei  ;  but  it 
produced  a  disastrous  cyclone  in  Texas  and  fieice 
blizzards  in  the  Noith-west,  wheie  traffic  w.is  de- 
layed and  even  suspended. 

The  Supreme'  Couit  dl  Illinois  lefused  to  giant 
a  writ  of  supersedeas  111  the  case  of  Prendergast  ; 
the  Federal  Couit  in  this  city  lefused  lo  grant  a 
wi  it  of  habeas  corpus;  Acting  Governor  Gill  de- 
clined to  giant  a  icpiieve;  bill  at  the  last  hour 
Judge  Chellain,  of  this  city,  granted  a  slay  of  the 
execution  till  Apr  1 1  6.  "  This  action  was  based  on 
a  special  statute  which  prohibits  the  execution  of 
a  condemned  criminal  whose  sanity  is  question- 
ed." Pi  endergast's  attorneys  claimed  that  the 
murderer  had  become  insane  since  his  condem- 
nation, and  demanded  a  jury  trial  on  the  question 
of  his  sanily.    This  trial  begins  to  day. 

The  "  gas  trust  "  which  has  been  bleeding  the 
citizens  of  Chicago  is  under  investigation  before 
Attorney-General  Moloney  ;  and  is  being  "shown 
up  "  as  a  monopoly  which  has  continued  in  de- 
fiance of  law.  If  the  investigation  brings  any 
practical  result  in  loweiing  of  the  price  of  gas,  all 
well  and  good  ;  but  it  is  more  likely  that  the  trust 
will  continue  lo  defy  the  law. 

R.  G.  Dun  &  Co.  report  that  "uncertainty  is 
still  manifest  in  business  circles,"  which  are  wait- 
ing to  see  the  fate  of  the  Bland  Bill. 

The  Finance  Committe  has  reported  the  revised 
Wilson  Bill  lo  the  U.S.  Senate,  which  will  now 
have  its  turn  at  debate  and  revision.  The  most 
prominent  changes  are  seen  in  th»  slight  increase 
of  dulies  on  sugar.  The  restoration  of  the  old  rate 
on  cigars  ;  the  exemption  of  building  associations 
from  the  operation  of  the  income  tax  law ;  the 
termination  of  the  reciprocity  treaties  with  Ger- 
many and  Spain  ;  and  the  striking  out  of  the  sec- 
tion thai  provided  for  the  termination  of  the 
reciprocity  treaty  with  Hawaii.  An  attempt  was 
made,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  take  lumber  off  the 
free  list.  Senator  Mr.Pherson  (Dem.j,  of  New 
Jersey,  assented  lo  the  report  of  the  committee  (of 
which  he  is  a  member),  believing  that  the  bill 
was  the  best  obtainable  in  the  committee  :  but  he 
gave  notice  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  income  tax 
and  the  sugar  schedule.  On  these  two  points  will 
be  the  gteat  fight  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  Colquitt,  of  Geoigia,  is  dangerously  ill 
at  Washington. 


LETTER  FROM  ST.  LOUIS. 


(From  a  Correspondent.) 

St.  Louis,  March  20th. 

Affairs  in  the  United  Slates,  both  political  and 
social,  are  in  a  little  better  shape  than  they  were 
six  months  ago,  but  at  best  are  somewhat  unsettled. 
Congress  has  not  yet  passed  any  decisive  measure 
likely  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  effects  of  the 
financial  panic,  but  the  uneasy  public  pulse  seems 
to  be  returning  lo  a  more  normal  condition.  The 
panic  at  first  had  about  the  same  effect  upon  the 
United  States  as  an  alarm  of  fire  has  upon  an 
audience  at  a  theatre.  The  "  dash-for-life"  im- 
pulse momentarily  obtained  ihe  best  of  the  ordi- 
narily good  judgment  of  American  industry,  but 
Yankee  shrewdness  was  not  long  deceived  by 
such  a  bug-a-boo  scare  crow.  The  City  of  St. 
Louis,  with  its  population  of  600,000  inhabitants, 
suffered  very  little  in  comparison  with  other  centres 
of  the  country.  Not  a  bank  failure  was  recorded, 
and  while  work  has  been  a  little  slack,  charities 
organised  through  the  needs  of  the  time  kept  the 
"  wolf  fiotn  the  door." 

The  Post-Dispatch,  the  leading  evening  paper  of 
this  city,  undertook  a  unique  and  praiseworthy 
scheme  for  the  relief  of  the  labouring  people  dur- 
ing the  financial  depression.  It  opened  a  public 
subscription  to  raise  a  fund  lo  excavate  a  wide 
area  in  the  centre  of  Forest  Park,  the  largest  open 
space  in  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  lake. 
Nearly  $50,000  has  up  to  this  time  been  raised, 
and  1,000  men  are  now  engaged  on  the  excavation. 
The  co-operation  of  one  of  the  street  railways  run- 
ning to  the  Park  and  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council  was  secured,  thus  guaranteeing  ihe  success 
of  the  scheme.  Nearly  5>000  ,nen  volunteered  for 
this  work  which  will  give  some  indication  of  the 
unusual  number  of  people  out  of  employ. 

Since  the  close  of  the  World's  Fair,  three  or 
four  young  Japanese  from  Tokyo  and  Kyoto  have 
opened  a  store  on  Olive  Street,  in  this  city,  and 
appear  to  be  doing  a  fair  business  in  curios.  There 
are  only  four  other  Japanese  in  the  slate  of  Mis- 
souri. One  of  them  lives  on  Washington  Avenue, 
St.  Louis,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 


liamboo  ai  tides,  which  ai  c  sold  on  the  mailed  as 
goods  impoi  led  direct  fiom  Japan.  Two  Japa- 
nese   young  gentlemen    111  e    in    Central  College 

Payette)  Mb,) training  (or  ihe  Meiimdisi  ministry* 
Their  names  arc  Americanized  mto  Geo<  ft. 
Stidzuki  ami  Thos.  S.  Nishikaw.i.  Nislnkawa  is 
from  Osaka,  and  Sudzuki  bum  the  vicinity  of 
Tokyo.  'The  other  Japanese  icfeiied  lo  is  the 
Rev.  A.  S,  Ishida,  now  in  Caledonia,  Mo,,  at- 
tending the  Methodist  College  there. 

We  have  in  St.  Loins  sever  al  hunched  China- 
men who  are  just  al  present  Causing  considerable 
trouble.  One  day  this  week  the  police  1  aided  one 
of  their  gambling  dens  and  captured  50  of  the 
Celestials.  They  weie  taken  in  Hoodlum  wag- 
gons lo  ihe  Four  Courts,  and  charged  with  violat- 
ing the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Slate  and  City, 
by  engaging  in  games  of  chance.  It  was  veiy 
amusing  lo  see  the  couit  endeavour  ing  to  gather 
an  explanation  of  the  game  and  failing.  The 
Chinese  weie  finally  dismissed  by  paying  the  costs. 

A  great  religious  levival  has  been  sweeping  over 
the  United  States  for  almost  a  year.  A  few 
months  ago  the  Globe- Democrat,  of  this  city,  com- 
piled reports  from  five  different  Western  States 
showing  that  during  a  peiiod  of  six  months  there 
had  been  something  like  75,000  conversions  and 
accessions  to  the  Church.  In  neaily  every  city 
and  town  in  this  country,  one  denomination  or 
another  have  already  had,  or  are  experiencing, 
more  or  less,  a  great  revival  in  religious  activity. 

The  excitement  occasioned  about  a  month  ago 
in  the  city  over  the  atrocious  murder  committed  by 
the  young  millionaire,  Dr.  Arthur  S.  Deustrow, 
has  somewhat  subsided.  Our  criminal  courts 
seem  utteily  unable  lo  measure  out  any  de- 
cree of  justice  lo  the  criminals.  The  St.  Louis 
Chronicle  recently  published  a  summary  of 
dealings  with  criminals  in  St.  Louis  for  the 
past  two  years,  by  which  it  demonstrated  that 
out  of  300  murders  committed  only  one  mur- 
derer has  been  hanged.  Our  prosecuting  allot  ney 
has  just  been  cleared  of  shooting  a  man  in  the  dead 
hour  s  of  night  in  a  questionable  locality  of  the  city. 
When  brought  to  trial,  ihe  Ci  1  cuit  Altoi  ney,  instead 
of  addressing  the  jury  asking  them  lo  find  the  man 
guilly,  made  a  speech  in  his  defence.  This  curious 
proceeding  has  created  considerable  comment 
among  the  indignant  public.  Willi  such  a  justice- 
mill  as  this  it  is  feared  that  Deustrow,  who  shot 
his  wife  dead  and  then  took  up  his  child  and  shot 
its  brains  out,  will  not  be  brought  to  justice. 

The  city  of  St.  Louis  is  rapidly  growing  in 
population,  and  extends  seveial  miles  westward 
over  what  were,  three  years  ago,  cultivated  farms. 
In  the  centre  of  the  city  large  buildings  have  been 
erected  during  the  last  year  or  two,  and  in  every 
way  great  improvements  are  in  progress.  This 
year  the  Union  Trust  Building,  at  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  Olive  Streets,  was  completed.  This  is 
a  magnificent  foui  teen-story  building  with  an  ob- 
sei  vatory  on  the  roof.  A  tremendous  "boom" 
is  now  contemplated  in  the  way  of  improving 
Twelveth  Street, which  on  account  of  its  being  aboul 
300  feet  wide,  could  easily  be  made  into  an  ele- 
gant boulevard.  Some  of  the  local  daily  papers 
have  been  for  some  lime  agitating  the  laying  of 
telegraph  and  telephone  wires  undei  ground.  The 
city  at  present  is  covered  by  a  network  of  wires, 
and  the  underground  scheme  is  naturally  resisted 
by  the  companies  who  are  financially  interested. 

The  action  of  the  Governor  of  Colorado  in  call- 
ing out  troops  lo  enforce  some  of  his  orders  has 
created  wide-spread  astonishment.  It  is  rumoured 
that  the  Governor'  is  insane,  and  opinion  runs  high 
as  to  the  advisability  of  his  arrest— a  proceeding 
unprecedented  in  ihis  country. 


THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY  OF 

JAPAN. 
 +  

A  regular  meeting  of  the  above  mentioned 
Society  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Geographical 
Society  of  Japan  (Chigaku  Kiokai),  Nishikonya- 
cho,  Kiobashi-ku,  Tokyo,  at  5  p.m.,  on  Fr  iday, 
April  13th,  Mr.  C.  D.  West,  M. A.,  Vice-President 
of  the  Society,  in  the  Chair. 

It  was  announced  that  the  Committee  had  de- 
cided that  the  annual  meeting  should  take  place  on 
Friday,  May  18th,  at  4  p.m.,  at  theSeyo-ken,  in 
Uyeno  Park,  the  meeting  to  be  followed  by  a  sub- 
scription dinner  at  6  p.m. 

A  very  large  and  varied  collection  of  photo- 
graphs of  Fuji-san  from  various  points  of  view, 
the  result  of  many  weeks'  work  during  the  early 
winter  months,  were  shown  by  Mr.  Kajima  Seibei. 
Photographs  of  great  interest  were  also  shown 
by  other  members  of  the  Society,  and  these,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Kajima's  collection,  were  much  ad- 
mired. In  Mr.  Kajima's  work  remarkable  artistic 
judgment  in  selection  of  foregrounds  was  parti- 
cularly noticable. 

The  proceedings  ended  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. 
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MARINE  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

 ♦  

Teishinsho,  Tokyo,  April  2oth,  1894. 

stranding  of  the  "  nagato  maru  " 
judgment. 


The  Court  of  Inquiry  assembled  lliis  morniivg 
in  ilie  Marine  Bureau  of  itie  Teishinsho,  Tokyo, 
to  deliver  its  rinding  on  llie  inquiry  recently  held 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  stranding  of 
the  N.Y.K.  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  Captain 
Richard  Pender,  on  No.  2  Fort  (Saratoga  Spit), 
Tokyo  Bay,  in  March  last.  Mr.  Yoshida,  pre 
sided,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  It",  the 
Piesident,  and  with  him  sat  Mr.  Oshima,  assessor, 
and  Messrs  J.  M.  James  and  A.  F.  MacNab, 
advisers.  The  following  finding  was  first  read  in 
Japanese  and  then  in  the  English  language  :— 

STATEMENT. 

The  Nagato  Maru  was  a  steel  screw  steamer  of 
I  14030,  nelt  register,  197  nominal  horse-power, 
owned  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha.  The  master 
was  Richard  Pender,  an  English  subject. 

An  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  attending  the 
stranding  which  took  place  at  No.  2  Fort  (the  Fort 
on  the  Saratoga  Spit),  in  the  gulf  of  Tokyo  on  the 
8th  of  March,  1894,  was  as  follows:— 

The  Nagato  Maru  left  Kobe  for  Yokohama  at 
noon  on  the  7th  of  March,  and  at  7.6  p.m.  on 
the  8th  passed  Kannon-saki  (in  the  province 
of  Sagami)  at  a  distance  of  one  mile,  the  light 
bearing  due  west  by  compass  (the  course  being 
No.  lb  by  compass  at  the  time,  the  deviation  3'3o" 
west),  and  then  altered  the  course  to  N.  by  W. 
by  compass,  the  deviation  still  being  3'3o"  W. 
The  ship's  position  was  verified  by  the  four-point 
bearing;  the  master  took  the  lime  and  bearing 
and  the  third  officer  of  the  watch  took  the  distance 
by  log  ;  the  interval  from  four-point  to  beam- 
bearing  was  exactly  five  minutes  and  the  speed 
of  the  ship  was  12  knots  at  the  time. 

The  weather  at  the  time  whilst  passing  Kannon- 
saki  and  after  wasthickand  squally  from  N.N.E., 
accompanied  with  rain  and  hail,  and  no  sight  of 
land  or  light  was  seen  until  the  fort  was  sighted 
right  ahead  at  the  moment  of  the  stranding.  The 
master  was  on  the  bi  idge  with  the  chief  and  thud 
officers  and  one  seaman  on  the  look-out  forward. 
At7-20  p.m.  slowed  down  the  engines  and  then  at- 
tered  the  course  to  N.  by  W.  \  W.  by  compass— 
the  deviation  3'  30"  W.,—  a  few  minutes  aflei  wards 
slighted  the  Foit  light  ahead.  The  master  then 
gave  the  order  to  stop  and  reverse  engines,  al 
most  together,  but  which  was  of  no  avail  ;  the 
Ship  stranded  forward  on  the  Fort  at_7.30p.rn 
her  speed  being  about  6^  knots  at  the  time. 

Immediately  after  the  ship  stranded  orde.  s  were 
given  to  close  all  valves  in  the  water-tight  bulk- 
heads and  also  to  lower  all  the  boats  to  the 
water's  edge  ready  for  use  if  required.  The  depth 
of  water  around  the  ship  as  she  lay  at  low-water 
was,  abreast  of  forward,  3  fathoms;  abreast  of 
bridge,  52  fathoms;  and  under  the  stern,  7  fathoms. 
The  ship  made  about  8  feet  of  water  in  the  fore 
peak,  forward  of  the  collision  bulk-head,  but  the 
ship's  bottom,  except  in  this  part  was  intact. 

After  stranding,  the  steamer  Fuyo,  and  sub- 
sequently the  Yamashiro  Maru,  came  and  ttied  to 
tow  her  off,  but  failed.  At  6.15  a.m.  on  the  ioih, 
a  little  before  high  water,  she  slid  off  herself  by 
lightening  her  forward.  Steam  on  the  engines 
being  ready  al  the  lime  she  steamed  lo  Yoko- 
hama by  her  own  engines.  The  master  attri- 
butes the  stranding  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
ebb  tide  selling  the  ship  to  eastward, sli  iking  heron 
poit  bow  instead  of  ihe  star-board  bow  which  he 
had  pieviously  experienced  at  the  time  of  the  tide. 
With  a  strong  N.N.E.  wind  and  the  first  of  the 
ebb-tide  he  expected  to  have  passed  well  clear  to 
ihe  West  of  the  Fori,  also  he  had  always  come 
up  on  a  similar  course  at  night  with  ebb  and 
flood  tides  on,  but  always  had  cleared  the  Fort  well 
at  a  distance  of  half  on  tin ee-quarlers  of  a  mile. 

JUDGMENT. 

The  Court  having  caiefully  considered  the  evi- 
dence given  by  ihe  witnesses  of  the  steamship 
Nagato  Maru  ;  the  evidence  consisting  of  ihe  ac- 
counts given  by  Yoshizaki  Taken,  the  third 
officer;  John  Walker,  the  second  engineer;  Tomi- 
naga  Wasaburo,  the  seaman  on  the  look  out 
forward  ;  and  Kawainaru  Riichiro,  ihe  quarter- 
master at  ihe  wheel  ;  who  were  on  walch  al  ihe 
lime  of  stranding,  and  Ihe  entries  in  the  log,  the 
chart  which  the  ship  was  navigated  by,  llie  ship's 
courses  as  laid  off  by  ihe  master  on  the  said  chart, 
and  Ihe  repoits  of  the  casualty;  taking  all  the 
above  into  consideralion,  the  Court  has  farmed 
the  following  opinion  : — 

It  is  considered  to  have  been  a  proper  measuie 
that  after  passing  Kannonsaki  at7.6  p.m.  on  the8ih 
Maich,  ihe  master  reduced  the  ship's  speed  from 
full-speed  at  7.20  p.m.  on  account  of  the  wealliet 
being  thick  and  having  sighted  neither  any  land 
nor  lights.    However,  by  the  statement  given  by 


ihe  master  that  from  his  previous  experience  he 
expected  lo  have  passed  well  clear  of  the  F01 1  on 
Ihe  course  N,  by  W.  \  W.  as  he  expected  the  ship 
would  have  been  lo  ihe  Westward  out  of  the  course 
by  the  influence  of  the  ebb-tide  with  a  N.N.E. 
wind,  we  find  that  he  made  a  mis  calculation  in  his 
reckoning.  Moreover,  referring  to  the  position 
where  the  stranding  took  place  maiked  by  the 
master  on  the  chart  navigated  by,  we  find 
that  ihe  position  of  No.  a  Foil  on  the  chart 
was  situated  about  3  cables  eastward  from  the 
tiue  position  of  the  Fort. 

In  conclusion,  the  Court  is  of  opinion  that  al- 
though the  stranding  was  caused  chiefly  from  the 
fad  that  the  weather  was  thick  and  so  daik  that 
il  was  impossible  to  see  but  a  short  distance,  on 
ihe  part  of  the  master  the  direction  of  the  ebb- 
tide and  also  ihe  position  of  the  No.  2  Foit  have 
been  miscalculated  ;  consequently  he  look  a  course 
too  close  to  the  Foit  and  caused  the  stranding. 
The  Com  l  therefore  reprimands  ihe  master, 
Richaid  Pender,  and  cautions  him  to  be  more 
careful  in  future,  but  recommends  that  his  ceili- 
ficate  be  returned  to  him. 

Tokyo,  Marine  Office,  20th  April,  1894. 

(Signed)  J.  Ito,  President. 

T.  Oshima,  Assessor. 
I  hereby  approve  of  lliis  finding. 

(Signed)         Count  KuRODA  KlYOTAKA, 
Minister  of  Stale  for  the  Department  of 
Communications. 
"  Tokyo,  20lh  April,  1894. 


ADRIFT  IN  A  SEALING  BOAT. 



A   PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 


John  Clark,  one  of  the  boat-pullers  of  the  seal- 
ing schooner  Carlotta  G.  Cox,  who  recently  return- 
ed  to  Yokohama  with  others  of  the  men  missing 
from  thai  vessel,  has  kindly  favoured  us  with  the 
following  narrative  of  the  adventures  which  ihe 
men  went  through  eie  reaching  land:  — 

The  schooner  left  Yokohama  on  13th  Marcl 
bound  for  the  North  Pacific  on  a  sealing  voyage, 
and  favoured  by  wind  and  weather  reached  the 
hunting  grounds  on  the  51I1  Apt  il-     Seals  weie 
plentiful  and  we  lowered  boals  on  the  morning  of 
ihe  8th  inst.    It  was  a  lovely  day,  the  sea  being 
blue  and  the  atmosphere  dancing  with  light.  The 
schooner  was  hove-to  as  we  pulled  away  fiom  her 
with  our  hearts  light  and  expectations  of  a  big 
catch  running  high.     We  rowed  for  about  five 
or   six    miles,    crossing  a  tide-rip  on   the  way. 
and   then  noticed  lhat  the  water  around  us  had 
changed    from  a    bright  blue  to  a  dilty  brown 
Thei  e  was  not  much  lime  to  bestow  on  this,  how 
ever,  for  we  were  among  a  large  herd  of  seals  and 
ihe  hunters  had  to  get  quickly  to  woik.     Our  two 
boats,  I  noticed,  had  got  seperaled  from  the  rest 
as  we  pulled  to  windward,  but  this  also  we  thought 
to  be  of  no  consequence  at  the  time.  About  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  we  lost  sight  of  ihe  schooner,  but 
having  taken  her  bearings  felt  confident  of  pick- 
ing  her  up  before  nightfall.    The  boats  woiked 
their  way  to  Ihe  north  and  then  to  the  eastward, 
and  continued  on  this  course  till  about  4  o'clock, 
when    we    thought    it    time    to    return    to  the 
vessel.      Night    was   coming    on,  accompanied 
by  a  slight  mist.    This  increased  as   the  even- 
ing wore  on    and  soon   sui rounded  us  closely. 
We  lay  by  for  the  night,  and  at  daylight  swept 
the  horizon   for  a  sign  of  the  Carlotta  G.  Cox. 
During  ihe  night  we  had  seperaled  from  our  com- 
panions, but  towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
we  joined  company  again.    All  day  we  pulled 
about  in  search  of  our  missing  vessel,  but  it  was 
in    vain.      The  day  slowly  lengthened  and  still 
no  schooner.    Things  were  looking  rather  despe- 
rate for  us,  too,  as  a  wind  was  rising  and  provisions 
were  running  short,  the  boats  having  only  been 
provided  with  sufficient  for  one  day's  work.  At 
dusk  preparations  were  made  for  spending  another 
night  in  the  boats.    We  lowered  a  sail  overboard, 
attached  to  the  painter,  which  we  intended  to  act 
as  a  drag,  while    our  two  boats  wei  e  made  fast 
together   by   another  painter.    The  night  passed 
without  anything  of   moment  happening,  bul  to- 
wards day-break  the  connecting  rope  between  the 
boats  snapped.    The  sea  by  this  lime  was  running 
pretty  high,  with  a  stiff  breeze  from  the  S.W.  It 
blew  from  this  quarter  till  about  an  hour  before 
noonday,  when  it  chopped  right  round  to  the  N.E. 
At  noon  we  stalled  to  run  under  jib-sails  lo  the 
westward  and  were  proceeding  merrily,  when  about 
3  o'clock  a  huge  wave  broke  over  the  foiward  boat 
causing  her  to  capsize.    The  crew  managed  lo  re- 
gain her  and  clung  to  the  keel  until  the  other  boat 
took  them  on  board.  Then  efforts  were  made  to  right 
the  over-turned  boat,  but  all  endeavours  were  un- 
successful owingto  ihe  high  seas  thatwei  e  tunning. 
The  water,  too,  was  swarming  with  shaiks  and  we 
feared  that  another  upset  would  endanger  life  or 
limb.    With  six  men  in  her,  the  remaining  boat 


rode  low  on  the  water  and  the  drag  had  lo  be 
abandoned.    We  hoisted  sail  again  until  night- 
fall.   Next  day  a  hurricane  was  blowing,  but  the 
heavy  rain  which  accompanied  the  wind  kepi  the  sea 
down.    All  our  provisions  had  long  since  vanished 
and  with   hungry-looking  eyes,  cold  limbs,  and 
sea-sodden  clothes  we  faced  a  hopeless  dawn.  A 
bitter  disappointment  was  in  store  for  us  that  day, 
too.    We  had  been  discussing  our  chances  of  ever 
getting  rescued  or  striking  the  shoie  when  some 
one  descried  a  sail  in  the  distance.     I  cannot 
describe  the  sensations  which  this  welcome  sight 
evoked,  for  I  have  not  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer. 
Il  was  as  if  life  was  opening  up  for  us  again,  after 
we  had  bid  it  and  ils  chances  good-bye.  Well, 
we  watched  that  schooner  as  she  ran  before  the 
gale  and  when  she  was  about  two  miles  off  we  tried 
to  signal  her;  We  hoisted  a  bit  of  a  sail  at  the  mast- 
head and  then  fired  six  shots  from  our  hunting 
rifles.    All  lo  no  puipose;  she  did  not  see  us  and 
sailed  off  into  the  spray  soaked  mist.     Il  was 
terribly  disappointing,  and  sick  at  heart  we  all 
felt,  though  each  did  his  very  best  lo  enliven  the 
company  and  fight  off  the  "blues"  of  despair. 
The  sea  was  running  mountains  high,  bul  we 
managed  to  keep  the  boat's  head  on  lo  the  waves 
thus  preventing  her  from  being  swamped.  An- 
other night  went  by,  and  again  sail  was  hoisted 
and  the  boal  headed  for  the  land,  which  we  con- 
cluded lay  about  W.  by  N.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
the  weather  moderated,  the  sun  came  out,  and  our 
spirits  rose.    We  passed,  about  this  lime,  a  boat 
bottom-up.    It  was  coveied  with  barnacles  and 
must  have  been  a  derelict  for  a  veiy  long  time. 
That  evening,  about6  o'clock,  laud  was  seen  bear- 
ing away  about  50  miles.   Il  was  a  welcome  sight, 
and,  exhausted  though  we  were,  the  near  prospect 
of  deliveiance  put  new  hearts   into  all    of  us. 
We    bore    on  all    night,  and  at  daylight  were 
only  five   miles    away.    As  we  approached  the 
shore  we  discovered    that  an  enormous  breaker 
had  to  be  crossed  and  ihe  difficulty  of  the  situa- 
tion would  have  fiightened  us  had  we  been  in  any 
other  than  our  present  plight.    But  we  were  des- 
perate men,  and  seeing  some  people  on  ihe  shore 
we  headed  the  boat  straight  for  them.  Providence, 
for  once,  was  on  our  side,  and  we  reached  the 
shore  safely.    The  Japanese  soon  discovered  that 
we  weie  hungry,  and  in  a  short  space  we  were  all 
doing  our  best  to  gel  outside  of   a  huge  pota- 
tion of  1  ice  and  fish.    Our  sodden  clothes  were  ex- 
changed for  Japanese  lobes,  and  then  hung  out  to 
dry.    For  two  days  we  stayed  in  a  native  hotel  ie- 
covering  from  the  fatigues  of  the  boat- voyage.  Our 
journey  down  to  Yokohama  was  accomplished  with 
ease,  the  authoiities  doing  everything  they  could 
to  facilitate  matters.    In  the  names  of  my  fellow- 
mariners,  I  desire  to  return  thanks  to  the  Japanese 
who  so  kindly  helped  us  after  we  had  drifted 
ashoie,  as  it  were,  from  the  jaws  of  death,  and  our 
thanks  are  also  due  lo  the  Government  officials 
who  were  most  untiring  in  their  efforts  lo  help  us 
in  every  way  possible. 


RETURN  OF  TWEL  VE  OF  THE 
"  RE  TRIE  VERS  "  CRE  W. 


NOTHING  DEFINITE  KNOWN  AS  TO   MR.  SNOW. 

By  the  noon  train  on  Thursday  twelve  men  be- 
longing to  the  crew  of  the  American  sealing 
schooner  Retrieve},  returned  to  Yokohama  from 
the  Noilh-easl  coast.  They  were,  R.  H.  Caughell, 
John  Caughell,  Geo.  Longard,  and  Fred.  Coch- 
rane, hunters  ;  James  Riley  and  John  Lui,  boat- 
pullers,  and  six  Chinese.  They  arrived  in  charge 
of  the  police  of  Fukushima  and  were  immediately 
taken  to  the  police  station,  where  food  was  given 
them.  Having  been  reported  to  the  police  and 
somewhat  refreshed,  iheir  sealing  guns  were 
taken  charge  of  by  the  Authorities,  while  the 
men  marched  off  to  the  American  Consulate 
wheie  they  were  handed  over  to  the  Consul. 
They  all  looked  clean  and  healthy  ;  indeed,  are 
very  little  the  worse  for  their  boating  experience 
on  the  North  Pacific.  It  was  with  surprise  thai 
the  party  learned  lhat  their  Captain,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Snow,  had  not  ai  rived*  in  Yokohama,  for  they 
were  under  ihe  impression  that  he  had  left  Ogino- 
hama  for  this  port  some  days  before  their  ariival. 

George  Longard,  one  of  the  hunters,  a  blue- 
eyed,  fair-haired,  ihoughful-looking  man,  a  typical 
representative  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  will- 
ingly submitted  to  an  intervew  at  the  hands 
of  a  Japan  Mail  reporter,  just  before  returning 
aboaid  the  little  craft  now  lying  quietly  at  anchor 
in  the  busy,  noisy  harbour,  but  which  he  had  last 
seen  on  the  wide,  silent  hunting-grounds  of  the 
North  Pacific.  His  tale  was  simply  told  without 
any  attempt  at  oratorical  flourish,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture  it  should  prove  of  interest  lo  local 
readeis.  The  first  ill-luck  will  befel  the  Retriever 
was  on  the  22nd  March,  when,  at  the  close  of  a  busy 
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hunting-day,  one  of  the  boats  capsized  and  all  its 
occupants,  Dan  Flaherty,  Jim  Gassier,  and  Chun 
Hing,  s.ink  beneath  the  waves  and  were  seen  no 
inoie.  It  occurred  so  suddenly  iliai  no  one  leally 
saw  what  happened,  except  that  the  boat  had  dis 
appealed  from  view.  The  explanation  of  the  disas 
ter  is  simple.  The  dead  seals  which  the  boat  carried 
weighed  a  considerable  amount,  and  were  piled  up 
in  the  bows,  pulling  the  boat's  head  low  in  to  the 
water.  A  heavy  lollei  chanced  along,  and  the  boat 
not  lifting  in  lime  was  swamped  beneath  the  heavy 
pi  essure  of  on-rushing  seas.  Dui  ing  the  whole  of  the 
night  of  the  221K.I-231  d  the  schooner  beat  to  wind- 
ward, hoping  to  pick  up  the  hapless  thiee,  but  their 
intentions  were  not  realised.  The  vessel  cruised 
about  with  varying  hick  until  the  2nd  Api  iJ,  and  at  6 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  that  eventful  day  the 
order  was  given  to  lower  away  boats,  seals  having 
been  sighted  near  the  vessel.  Five  boats  were 
lowered,  each  containing  three  men — a  hunter  and 
two  pullers.  Hunting  continued  till  about  half-past 
twelve  o'clock  and  then  itwas  decided  to  tin  n.  The 
boats  were  in  a  cold  tide-rip  at  the  time,  and  the 
schooner  being  in  warmer  water  with  the  current 
running  in  an  opposite  direction,  had  failed  to 
keep  up  with  them.  As  we  learnt  when  she  ar- 
rived here,  the  Retriever  was  in  a  dead  calm 
all  day  and  was  unable  to  advance  an  inch.  When 
the.  boats  tinned  at  half-past  twelve  she  was  no- 
where to  be  seen.  George  Longai  d  accordingly 
pulled  his  boat  alongside  his  Captain's  and 
asked  for  the  bearing.  Mr.  Snow  replied  that  if 
they  bore  N. E.  ihey  would  fetch  up  with  her,  and 
this  older  was  passed  along.  Longard,  Snow, 
and  Fred.  Cochrane  accordingly  formed  up  ill 
line,  leaving  room  between  each  for  the  various 
boats  to  hunt.  The  three  boats  kept  in  line  and  in 
sight  of  each  other  forabout  three  hours,  and  then 
Mr.  Snow's  boat  gradually  pulled  away.  About 
four  o'clock  they  lost  sight  of  him  altogether. 
When  last  observed  he  was  still  steering  N.E., 
while  the  other  boats  had  shifted  a  point,  and 
were  on.  a  N.N.E.  course.  As  darkness  came 
down  the  four  boats  got  seperated,  but  during  the 
night  they  gathered  together  again.  It  was  blowing 
hard,  but  by  putting  two  seals  overboard  they 
made  a  drag  and  then  coupled  two  boats  together 
with  painters.  In  this  manner  they  rode  through 
the  night,  firing  off  a  gun  at  intervals,  hoping  to 
attract  the  attenting  of  the  schooner,  or  of  Mr. 
Snow  if  he  also  had  failed  to  fetch  up  to  her. 
It  was  still  blowing  hard  when  morning  broke,  but 
the  occupants  of  the  various  boats  determined 
upon  steering  for  the  noi  th-eastwat  d.  Finding 
their  search  for  the  schooner  fruitless  they  gave 
up  hope  about  an  hour  before  noon  and  turned 
their  faces  to  the  west.  They  could  see  nothing 
in  sight,  neither  ships,  boats,  or  land.  As  near  as 
Longard  could  judge,  they  were  then  about  370  N. 
by  1470  E.,  and  had  given  themselves  up  for  lost. 
They  steered  W.  and  rowed  their  craft  all  day,  and 
the  second  night  found  them  with  no  water  or  pro- 
visions. In  fact,  they  had  left  the  ship  in  such  a 
hurry  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  that  no  provisions 
were  put  into  the  boat,  only  a  couple  of  gallons  of 
watfr  finding  its  way  into  each  locker.  But  as 
hunger  crept  upon  them  they  broke  up  one  of  the 
boats — her  crew  finding  places  in  the  other  boats — 
and  making  a  fire  with  her  timbers  managed  to  cook 
a  little  seal-flesh.  About  8  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  their  sufferings  were  at'an  end;  the 
schooner  Aferwaz'ff.Capt.  Whitely,  of  Victoi  ia,  hove 
in  sight  and  rescued  them.  She  carried  them  along 
with  her  for  10  days  before  setting  them  ashore  at 
Yamada,  and  one  day  they  managed  to  pick  up  30 
seals  from  behind  the  Mermaid's  boats,  which  they 
gave  to  her  Captain  for  his  kindness.  At  Yama- 
da they  fell  in  with  a  little  coasting  steamer  which 
brought  them  on  to  Oginohama,  where  the  police 
took  charge  of  them.  From  Oginohama  they 
came  on  down  here,  meeting  with  much  kindness 
from  the  Japanese  all  the  way. 

There  now  remains  to  account  for  three  others 
of  the  Retriever  s  crew,  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow,  the  Chin- 
ese bo'stni,  and  another  Chinaman.  When  the 
party  of  twelve  arrived  at  Oginohama  they  were 
told,  or  rather  made  out  from  what  the  Japanese 
police  told  them,  that  a  foi  eigner-who  could  speak 
Japanese  well,  and  two  Chinese,  had  gone  dow* 
south  to  Yokohama  four  days  before,  and  they 
naturally  concluded  that  this  parly  was  their 
Captain,  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow,  and  his  two  Chinese 
boat-pullers.  As  we  know  here,  Mr.  Snow 
has  not  yet  turned  up,  so  that  the  three  per- 
sons so  described  must  have  got  mixed  up 
in  somebody's  mind  with  the  first  three  men 
of  the  Carlotta  G.  Cox  who  arrived  here  on 
Sunday  last.  There  is,  of  course,  the  possibility 
that  Mr.  Snow  was  picked  up  by  another  sealing 
schooner  and  that  he  is  engaged  in  looking  after 
his  lost  schooner,  not  knowing  that  she  has  made 
Yokohama.  The  rescued  men  say  that  after  ihey 
were  picked  up  by  the  Mermaid  ihey  saw  several 
schooners,  but  their  Captain  was  not  reported  as 


being  on  one  of  them.    I  hey  all  repeat  the  tale 

of  the  capsizing  of  the  Bchoonei  Mascotte.  When 
the  boats  finished  hunting  mi  the  2nd,  llieil  respec- 
tive catches  were,  kj,  18,  18,  10,  and  the  Captain 
had  10  seals. 


HER  MAJESTVS  SERVANTS. 
 +. — 

By  Rudyakd  Kipling. 

Il  had  been  raining  heavily  for  one  whole  month 
— raining  on  a  camp  of  thiity  thousand  men  and 
thousands  of  camels,  elephants,  horses,  bullocks, 
and  mules,  all  gatheied  togelher  at  a  place  called 
Rawal  Piudi,  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Viceioy  of 
India.  He  was  receiving  a  visit  from  the  Amir  ol 
Afghanistan — a  wild  king  of  a  very  wild  counli  y  ; 
and  the  Amir  had  brought  with  him  for  a  body- 
guard eight  hundred  men  and  horses  who  had 
never  seen  a  camp  or  locomotive  before  in  theii 
lives — savage  men  and  savage  horses  from  some- 
where at  Ihe  back  of  Central  Asia.  Every  night  a 
mob  of  these  hoises  would  be  sure  to  bieak  their 
heelropes  and  stampede  up  and  down  the  camp 
through  the  mud  in  the  daik,  or  the  camels  would 
break  loose  and  run  about  and  fall  over  the  ropes 
of  the  tents,  and  you  can  imagine  how  pleasant 
that  was  for  men  trying  to  go  to  sleep.  My  tent 
lay  faraway  from  the  camel  lines,  and  I  thought 
it  was  safe  ;  but  one  night  a  man  popped  his  head 
in  and  shouted,  "Get  out,  quick  !  They're  com- 
ing !    My  tent's  gone  !" 

I  knew  who  "  they"  were  ;  so  I  put  on  my  boots 
and  waterproof  and  scuttled  out  into  the  slush. 
Lillle  Vixen,  my  fox-terrier,  went  out  through  the 
other  side  ;  and  then  theie  was  a  roaring  and  a 
grunting  and  bubbling,  and  I  saw  the  tent  cave  in, 
as  the  pole  snapped,  and  begin  to  dance  about  like 
a  mad  ghost.  A  camel  had  blundered  into  it,  and 
wet  and  angry  as  I  was,  I  could  not  help  laughing. 
Then  I  ran  on,  because  I  did  not  know  how  many 
camels  might  have  got  loose,  and  before  long  I 
was  out  of  sight  of  the  camp,  ploughing  my  way 
through  the  mud.  At  last  I  fell  over  the  tail-end  of 
a  gun,  and  by  that  knew  I  was  somewhere  near  the 
Aitillery  lines  where  the  cannon  were  stacked 
at  night.  As  I  did  not  want  to  plowler  about 
any  more  in  the  drizzle  and  the  daik,  I  put 
my  waterproof  over  the  muzzle  of  one  gun,  and 
made  a  soi  I  of  wigwam  with  two  or  three  rammers 
that  I  found,  and  lay  along  the  tail  of  another  gun, 
wondeiing  where  Vixen  had  got  to,  and  where  I 
might  be.  Just  as  I  was  getting  ready  to  go  to 
sleep  I  heard  a  jingle  of  harness  and  a  grunt,  and 
a  mule  passed  me  shaking  his  wet  ears.  He  be- 
longed to  a  screw  gun  battery,  for  I  could  hear 
the  rattle  of  the  straps  and  rings  and  chains  and 
things  on  his  saddle-pad.  The  sciew  guns  are 
tiny  little  cannon  made  in  two  pieces,  that  aie 
screwed  together  when  the  time  comes  to  use  them. 
They  are  taken  up  mountains,  anywhere  that  a 
mule  can  find  a  road,  and  they  are  very  useful  for 
fighting  ill  rocky  country.  Behind  the  mule  there 
was  a  camel,  with  his  big  soft  feet  squelching  and 
slipping  in  the  mud,  and  his  nec'<  bobbing  to  and 
fro  like  a  strayed  hen's.  Luckily,  I  knew  enough 
of  beast  language — not  wild  beast  language,  but 
camp-beast  language,  of  course, — from  the  natives 
to  know  what  he  was  saying.  He  must  have  been 
the  one  that  flopped  into  my  tent,  for  he  called  to 
the  mule,  "  What  shall  I  do  ?  Where  shall  I  go  ? 
I  have  fought  with  a  vyhite  thing  that  waved,  and 
it  took  a  stick  and  hit  me  on  the  neck."  (That  was 
my  broken  tent-pole,  and  I  was  very  glad  to  know 
it.)     "  Shall  we  run  on  ?  " 

"  Oh,  it  was  you,"  said  the  mule,  you  and  your 
friends,  that  have  been  disturbing  the  camp  ? 
All  light.  You'll  be  beaten  for  this  in  the  morn- 
ing; but  I  may  as  well  give  you  something  on  ac- 
count now." 

I  heard  the  harness  jingle  as  the  mule  backed 
and  caught  the  camel  two  kicks  in  the  ribs  that 
rang  like  a  drum.  "  Another  time,"  he  said, 
"you'll  know  better  than  to  1 1111  through  a  mule- 
battery  at  night,  shouting  '  Thieves  and  fire  !  ' 
Sit  down,  and  keep  your  silly  neck  quiet." 

The  camel  doubled  up  camel  fashion,  like  a 
two-foot  rule,  and  sat  down  whimpering.  There 
was  a  regular  beat  of  hoofs  in  the  darkness,  and 
a  big  troop-horse  cantered  up  as  steadily  as 
though  he  were  on  parade,  jumped  a  gun-tail, 
and  landed  close  to  the  mule. 

"  It's  disgraceful,"  he  said,  blowing  #out  his 
nostrils.  "Those  camels  have  racketed  tin  ough 
our  lines  again— the  third  time  this  week.  How's 
a  horse  to  keep  his  condition  if  he  isn't  allowed  to 
sleep?    Who's  here." 

"  I'm  the  breech-piece  mule  of  number  two  gun 
of  the  First  Screw  Battery,"  said  the  mule,  "and 
the  other's  one  of  your  friends.  He's  waked  me 
up  too.    Who  are  you  ?  " 

"  Number  Fifteen,  E.  troop,  Ninth  Lancers — 
Dick  Cunliff's  hoise.    Stand  over  a  little,  there." 


"  Oh,  beg  youi  pardon,"  said  the  mule.  "Ii's 
too  daik  to  see  ninth.  Aicn'l  these  caineU  loo 
sickening  foi  anything  ?  I  walked  out  of  my  lines 
lo  gel  a  little  peace  and  quirt  heie." 

"  My  loids,"  said  the  camel  humbly,  "  we  dieain 
ed  bad  dreams  in  the  night,  and  we  weie  veiy 
much  afi  aid.     I  am  only  a  baggage  camel  of  the 
39th  Native  Infantry,  and  1  am  not  as  brave  as 
you  are,  my  loi ds." 

"Then  why  didn't  you  slay  and  carry  baggage 
for  the  39th  Native  [nfantiy,  instead  of  running  all 
round  the  camp  ?  "  said  the  mule. 

"They  weie  such  veiy  had  dreams,"  said  the 
camel.  "I  am  son  y.  Listen!  What  is  that? 
Shall  we  run  on  again?" 

"  Sit  down,"  said  the  mule,  "  or  you'll  snap 
your  long  fool-legs  between  ihe  guns."  He  cock- 
ed one  eai  and  listened.  "Bullocks!"  he  said. 
"  Gun-bullocks.  On  my  word,  you  and  your 
friends  have  waked  the  camp  very  thoroughly. 
It  takes  a  good  deal  of  prodding  to  put  up  a  gun- 
bullock." 

I  heard  a  chain  dragging  along  the  gi  ound,  and 
a  yoke  of  the  great  sulky  white  bullocks  that  diag 
the  heavy  siege-guns  when  the  elephants  won't  go 
any  nearer  to  the  filing,  came  shouldeiing  along 
together;  and  almost  stepping  on  the  chain  was 
another  batteiy  mule,  calling  wildly  for  "  Billy." 

"  Thai's  one  of  our  recruits,"  said  the  old  mule 
to  the  troop-horse.  "  He's  calling  for  me.  Heie 
youngster,  stop  squealing;  the  daik  never  hurt 
anybody  yet." 

The  gun-bullocks  lay  down  together  and  began 
chewing  the  cud,  but  the  young  mule  huddled 
close  to  Billy. 

"Things!"  he  said.  "Fearful  and  horrible 
things,  Billy  !  They  came  into  our  lines  while  we 
were  asleep.    D'you  think  they'll  kill  us?" 

"  I've  a  very  great  mind  to  give  you  a  number 
one  kicking,"  said  Billy.  "The  idea  of  a  four- 
teen-hand  mule  with  your  training  disgracing  the 
battery  befoie  this  gentleman  !" 

"  Gently,  gently  !"  said  the  troop-horse.  "Re- 
member they  are  always  like  this  to  begin  with. 
The  first  lime  I  ever  saw  a  man  (it  was  in  Aus- 
tralia when  I  was  a  three-year-old).  I  ran  for 
half  a  day,  and  if  I'd  seen  a  camel,  I  should  have 
been  running  still." 

Neailyall  our  hoises  for  the  English  cavalry 
are  brought  to  India  from  Australia,  and  are 
broken  in  by  the  troopers  themselves. 

"True  enough,"  said  Billy.  "Stop  shaking, 
youngster.  The  first  time  they  put  the  full  har- 
ness with  all  its  chains  on  my  back,  I  stood  on  my 
fore-legs  and  kicked  eveiy  bit  of  it  off.  I  hadn't 
learned  the  real  science  of  kicking  then,  but  the 
battery  said  they  had  never  seen  anything  like  it." 

"  But  this  wasn't  harness  or  anything  that 
jingled,"  said  the  young  mule.  "  You  know  I 
don't  mind  that  now,  Billy.  It  was  things  like 
trees,  and  they  fell  up  and  down  the  lines  and 
bubbled;  and  my  head  rope  broke,  and  I  couldn't 
find  my  driver,  said  I  couldn't  find  you,  Billy,  so 
I  ran  off  with— with  these  gentlemen." 

"  H'm  !"  said  Billy.  "  As  soon  as  I  heard  the 
camels  wei  e  loose  I  came  away  on  my  own  account. 
When  a  battery — a  screw  gun— mule  calls  gun- 
bullocks  gentlemen,  he  must  be  very  badly  shaken 
up.    Who  are  you  fellows  on  the  ground  there  ?" 

The  gun-bullocks  rolled  their  cuds,  and  answered 
both  together:  "The  seventh  yoke  of  the  first 
gun  of  the  Big  Gun  Batteiy.  We  were  asleep 
when  the  camels  came,  but  when  we  were  trampled 
on  we  got  up  and  walked  away.  It  is  belter 
to  lie  quiet  in  the  mud  than  to  be  disturbed  on 
good  bedding.  We  told  your  friend  here  that  there 
was  nothing  lo  be  afraid  of,  but  he  know  so  much 
that  he  thought  otherwise.    Wah  !" 

They  went  on  chewing. 

'•  That  comes  of  being  afraid,"  said  Billy.  "  You 
get  laughed  at  by  gun-bullocks,  I  hope  you  like  it, 
young  '1111." 

The  young  mule's  teeth  snapped,  and  I  heard 
him  say  something  about  not  being  afraid  of  any 
beefy  old  bullock  in  the  woild;  but  the  bullocks 
only  clicked  their  horns  together  and  went  on 
chewing. 

"  Now,  don't  be  angry  after  you've  been  afraid. 
That's  the  worst  kind  of  cowardice,"  said  the 
troop-horse.  "  Anybody  can  be  forgiven  for  being 
scared  in  the  night,  /  think,  if  they  see  things  they 
don't  understand.  We've  broken  out  of  our  pickets, 
again  and  again,  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  us,  just 
because  a  new  recruit  got  to  telling  tales  of  whip- 
snakes  at  home  in  Australia  till  we  were  scared  to 
death  of  the  loose  ends  of  our  headropes." 

"Thai's  all  very  well  in  camp,"  said  Billy; 
"  I'm  not  above  stampeding  myself,  for  the  fun  of 
the  thing,  when  I  haven't  been  out  for  a  day  or 
two ;  but  what  do  you  do  on  active  service  ?" 

"  Oh,  that's  quite  another  set  of  new  shoes," 
said  the  troop-horse,  "  Dick  Cunliffe's  on  my  back 
then,  and  drives  his  knees  into  me,  and  all  I  have 
lo  do  lo  is  watcli  where  I  am  putting  my  feet,  and 
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lo  keep  my  hind  legs  well  under  me,  and  be 
bridle- wise." 

"What's  hi  idle-wise?"  said  the  young  mule. 
"  By  the  Blue  Gums  of  the  Back  Blocks,"  snoi  t- 
ed  the  Hoop-horse,  "do  you  mean  to  say  that  yon 
aren't  taught  to  be  bridle-wise  in  your  business' 
How  can  you  do  anything,  unless  you  can  -pin 
round  at  once  when  the  rein  is  pressed  on  your  neck. 
It  means  life  or  death  to  your  man,  and  of  course 
that's  life  and  death  to  you.  Get  .ound  with 
your  hind  legs  under  you  the  instant  you  teel  tilt 
rein  on  you.  neck.  If  you  haven't  room  to  swing 
round,  rear  up  a  little  and  come  round  on  you. 
hind  legs.    That's  being  b. idle-wise." 

"We  aren't  taught  the  way,"  said  Billy  the 
mule,  stiffly.  We're  taught  to  obey  the  man  at 
our  head;  step  off  when  he  says  so,  and  step  in 
when  he  says  so.  I  suppose  it  comes  to  the  same 
thing.  Now,  with  all  this  fine  fancy  business  and 
rearing,  which  must  be  very  bad  for  your  hocks, 
what  do  you  do  ?" 

That  depends,"  said  the  troop-horse.  Gener- 
ally I  have  to  go  in  among  a  lot  of  yelling,  hairy 
men  with  knives,— long  shiny  knives,  worse  than 
the  farrier's  knives,— and  I  have  lo  take  care  thai 
Dick's  boot  is  just  touching  the  next  man  s  boot 
without  crushing  it.  I  can  see  Dick's  lance  to  the 
right  of  my  right  eye,  and  I  know  I  m  sale.  1 
shouldn't  care  lo  be  the  man  or  horse  that  stood 
up  lo  Dick  and  me  when  we're  ill  a  hurry. 

"  Don't  the  knives  hurt?"  said  the  young  mule. 
"  Well,  I  got  one  cut  across  the  chest  once,  but 
that  wasn't  Dick's  fault—"  . 

"  A  lot  I  should  have  cared  whose  fault  it  was, 
if  it  hurt  !"  said  the  young  mule. 

"  You  must,"  said  the  troop-horse.  II  you 
don't  trust  your  man,  you  may  as  well  run  away 
at  once.  That's  what  some  of  our  hoises  do,  and 
I  don't  blame  them.  As  I  was  saying,  11  wasn't 
Dick's  fault.  The  man  was  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  I  stretched  myself  not  to  tread  on  him,  and  he 
slashed  up  at  me.  Next  lime  I  have  to  go  over  a 
man  lying  down  I  shall  step  on  him— hard. 

"  H'm  !  said  Billy;  "it  sounds  very  foolish, 
knives  are  duty  things  at  any  lime.    The  proper 
thing  to  do  is  to  climb  up  a  mountain  with  a  well- 
balanced  saddle,  hang  on  by  all  four  feet  and  your 
ears  too,  and  creep  and  crawl  and  wriggle  along, 
till  you  come  out  hundreds  of  feet  above  any  one 
else    on  a  ledge  where  there's  just  room  enough 
for  your  hoofs.    Then  you  stand  still  and  keep 
quid  —  never  ask  a  man  to  hold  your  head,  young 
'un— keep  quiet  while  the  guns   are  being  put 
together,  and  then  you  watch  the  little  poppy  shells 
drop  down  into  the  tree-tops  ever  so  far  below. 
"  Don't  you  ever  trip  ?  "  said  the  troop-hoise. 
"  They  say  that  when  a  mule  trips  you  can  split 
a  hen's  ear,"  said   Billy.     '*  Now  and  again  per- 
haps a  badly  packed  saddle  will  upset  a  mule,  but 
it's  very  seldom.    I  wish   I  could  show  you  our 
business.    It's  beautiful.    Why,  it  took  me  tin  ee 
years  to  find  out  what  the  men  were  driving  at. 
The  science  of  the  thing  is  never  to  show  up  against 
the  sky  line,  because,  if  you  do,  you  may  get  fired 
at.      Remember  that,  young  'un.     Always  keep 
hidden  as  much  as  possible,  even  if  you  have  logo 
a  mile  out  of  your  way.    I  lead  the  battery  when 
it  comes  lo  that  sort  of  climbing." 

"Fiied  at  without  the  chance  of  running  into 
the  people  who  are  firing  !"  said  the  iroop-horse, 
thinking  hard.  "  I  couldn't  stand  that.  I  should 
want  to  charge,  with  Dick." 

"  Oh  no,  you  wouldn't ;  you  know  that  as  soon 
as  the  guns  are  in  position  they'll  do  all  the  charg- 
ing. That's  scientific  and  neat;  but  knives- 
pah  !"  •      ,  •  , 

The  baggage-camel  had  been  bobbing  his  head 
to  and  fro  for  some  time  past,  anxious  to  gel  a 
word  in  edgeways.  Then  I  heard  him  say,  as  he 
cleared  his  throat,  nervously: 

■  <  I  I  I  have  fought  a  little,  but  not  in  that 

climbing  way  or  that  running  way." 

"No.  Now  you  mention  it,"  said  Billy,  "you 
don't  look  as  though  youweie  made  for  climbing 
or  running— much.  Well,  how  was  it,  old  Hay- 
bales  ?" 

"The  proper  way,"  said  the  camel.    "  We  all 

sat  down  "  . 

"  Oh,  my  Crupper  and  Breastplate!"  said  the 
troop-horse  under  his  bieath.    "  Sat  down  !" 

"We  sat  down— a  bundled  of  us,  the  camel 
went  on,  "in  a  big  squaie,  and  the  men  piled  our 
kaiawahs.ourpacksand  saddles.outsidethe  square, 
and  they  fired  over  our  backs,  the  men  did,  on  all 
sides  of  the  squai  e." 

"What  soit  of  men?  Any  men  that  came 
along  ?"  said  ihe  troop-horse.  "  They  teach  us  in 
riding  school  to  lie  down  and  let  our  masters  hi  e 
across  us,  but  Dick  Cunl.ffe  is  the  only  man  I  d 
trust  to  do  that.  It  tickles  my  girths,  and,  besides. 
I  can't  see  with  my  head  on  the  ground." 

"What  does  it  matter  who  fires  across  you  ? 
said  the  camel.    "There  are  plenty  of  men  and 
plenty  of  other  camels  close  by,  and  a  great  many 


clouds  of  smoke.    I  am  not  fi  ightened  then.    I  sil 
still  and  wait." 

"  And  yet,"  said  Billy,  "  you  dream  bad  dreams 
and  upset  the  camp  at  night.  Well  !  well  !  Before 
I'd  lie  down,  not  10  speak  of  sitting  down,  and  lei 
a  man  fiie  across  me,  my  heels  and  his  head  would 
have  something  to  say  to  each  other.  Did  you  ever 
hear  anything  so  awful  as  that  r 

Theie  was  a  long  silence,  and  then  one  of  the 
gun-bullocks  lifted  up  his  big  head  and  said, 
"This  is  very  foolish  indeed.  There  is  only  one 
way  of  fighting." 

"  Oh,  go  on,"  said  Billy.  "Please  don't  mind 
me.  I  suppose  you  fellows  fight  standing  on  your 
tails?" 

"Only  one  way,"  said  two  together.  (They 
must  have  been  twins.)  "  This  is  that  way.  To 
put  all  twenty  yoke  of  us  to  the  big  gun  as  soon 
as  Two  Tails  trumpets."  ("  Two  Tails  "  is  camp 
slang  for  the  elephant.) 

"  What  does  Two  Tails  trumpet  for  ?  "  said  the 
young  mule. 

"To  show  that  he  is  not  going  any  nearer  to 
the  smoke  on  the  other  side.  Two  Tails  is  a  gieat 
coward.  Then  we  tug  the  big  gun  all  together — 
Heyah—Hullah  /  Heeyah  /  Hullah  1  Wejdo  not 
climb  like  cats  nor  run  like  calves.  We  go  aooss 
the  level  plain,  twenty  yoke  of  us,  till  we  are  un- 
yoked again,  and  we  graze  while  the  big  guns  talk 
aci  oss  the  plain  to  some  town  with  mud  walls,  and 
pieces  of  the  wall  fall  out,  and  the  dust  goes  up  as 
though  many  catile  were  coming  home." 

"  Oh  !  And  you  choose  that  time  for  grazing  ?" 
said  the  young  mule. 

"  That  time  or  any  other.  Eating  is  always 
good.  We  eat  till  we  are  yoked  up  again  and  tug 
the  gun  back  to  where  Two  Tails  is  waiting  foi 
it.  Sometimes  there  are  big  guns  in  the  city  that 
speak  back,  and  some  of  us  are  killed,  and  then 
iheie  is  all  the  more  grazing  for  those  that  are 
left.  This  is  Fale — nothing  but  Fate.  None  the 
less,  Two  Tails  is  a  great  coward.  That  is  the 
proper  way  to  fight.  We  are  brothers  from  Hapur. 
Our  father  was  a  sacred  bull  of  Shiva.  We  have 
spoken." 

"  Well,   I've  certainly  learned   something  to 
night,"  said  the  troop-horse.    "  Do  you  gentle- 
men  of  the  screw-gun  battery  feel  inclined  to  eat 
when  you  are  being  fired  at  with  big  guns,  and 
Two  Tails  is  behind  you?" 

"  About  as  much  as  we  feel  inclined  to  sit  down 
and  let  men  sprawl  all  over  us,  or  run  into  people 
with  knives.  I  never  heard  such  stuff.  A  moun- 
tain ledge,  a  well-balanced  load,  a  diiver  you  can 
trust  to  let  you  pick  your  own  way,  and  I'm  your 

mule  ;  but— the  other  things  No  !  "  said  Billy, 

with  a  stamp  of  the  foot. 

"Of  course,"  said  the  troop-horse,  "  eveiy  one 
is  not  made  in  the  same  way,  and  I  can  quite  see 
that  your  family,  on  your  father's  side,  would  fail 
lo  undeistand  a  great  many  things."  ( 
"Never  you  mind  my  family  on  my  fathers 
side,"  said  Billy  angi  ily  ;  for  every  mule  hates  to  be 
reminded  that  hisfather  was  a  donkey.  "  My  father 
was  a  Southern  gentleman,  and  he  could  pull 
down  and  bite  and  kick  into  rags  every  horse  he 
came  across.  Remember  that,  you  big  brown 
Brumby  !  " 

Biumhy  means  wild  horse  without  any  breed- 
ing- Imagine  the  feelings  of  Ormonde  if  a  '  bus- 
horse  called  him  a  cocktail,  and  you  can  imagine 
how  the  Australian  horse  felt.  I  saw  the  white  of 
his  eyes  glitter  in  the  datk- 

"See  here,  you  son  of  an  imported  Malaga 
jackass,"  he  said  between  his  teeth,  "  I'd  have  you 
know  thai  I'm  related  on  my  mothei's  side  to 
Cai  bine,  winner  of  the  Melbourne  Cup,  and  where 
I  come  from  we  aren't  accustomed  to  being  ridden 
over  roughshod  by  any  parrot-mouthed,  pig-head 
ed  mule  in  a  pop  gun  pea-shooter  battery.  Are 
you  ready  ?  " 

"On  your  hind  legs  !  ""squealed  Billy.  They 
both  reared  up  facing  each  other,  and  I  was  ex- 
pecting a  furious  fight,  when  a  gurgly,  nimbly 
voice,  called  out  of  the  darkness  lo  ihe  tight:— 
"Children,  what  are  you  fighting  about  there? 
Be  quiet."  ... 

Both  beasts  diopped  down  with  a  snort  of  dis 
gust,  for  neither  horse  nor  mule  can  bear  to  listen 
10  an  elephant's  voice. 

"It's  Two  Tails!"  said  the  troop-horse.  M 
can't  stand  him.    A  tail  at  each  end  isn't  fan  ! 

"  My  feelings  exactly,"  said  Billy,  crowding  in- 
to the  troop-horse  for  company.  "We're  very 
alike  in  some  things." 

"  I  suppose  we've  inherited  them  for  our  mo- 
thers," said  the  tioop-horse.  "It's  not  woith 
quarrelling  about.  Hi  !  Two  Tails,  are  you  tied 
up  ?" 

"  Yes,"  said  Two  Tails,  with  a  laugh  all  up  his 
trunk.  "  I'm  picketed  for  the  night.  I've  heard 
what  you  fellows  have  been  saying.  But  don  t  be 
afraid.    I'm  not  coming  over." 

Tiie  bullocks  and  the  camel  said,  half  aloud  :— 


"Afraid  of  Two  Tails— what  nonsense!"  And 
ihe  bullocks  went  on  :— "  We  are  souy  that  you 
heard,  but  it  is  Hue.  Two  Tails,  why  are  you 
afiaid  of  ihe  gun  when  they  fire?" 

"Well,"  said  Two  Tails,  nibbing  one  hind  leg 
against  ihe  other,  exactly  like  a  little  boy  saying 
a  poem,  "  I  don't  quite  know  whether  you'd  un- 
derstand." 

"  We  don't,  but  we  have  to  pull  the  guns,"  said 
the  bullocks. 

"  I  know  it,  and  I  know  you  are  a  good  deal 
braver  than  you  think  you  are.  But  it's  different 
with  me.  My  battery  captain  called  me  a  Pachy- 
deimatous  Anachronism  the  other  day." 

"  Tliai's*»iother  way  of  fighting,  I  suppose  ?" 
said  Billy,  who  was  recoveiing  his  spirits." 

"  You  don't  know  what  that  means,  of  course, 
but  I  do.  It  means  betwixt  and  between,  and  that 
is  just  where  I  am.  I  can  see  inside  my  head 
what  will  happen  when  a  shell  bursts;  and  you 
bullocks  can't." 

"I  can,"  said  the  tioop-horse.  "At  least,  a 
little  bit.    I  try  not  to  think  about  it." 

"  I  can  see  more  than  you,  and  I  do  think  about 
it.  I  know  there's  as  great  deal  of  me  to  take  care 
of,  and  I  know  that  nobody  knows  how  to  cure  me 
when  I'm  sick.  All  they  can  do  is  to  stop  my 
driver's  pay  till  I  get  well,  and  I  can't  trust  my 
driver." 

Ah  !  "  said  the  troop  horse.    "That  explains 
it.    I  can  trust  Dick." 

"You  could  put  a  whole  regiment  of  Dickson 
my  back  without  making  me  feel  any  better.  I 
know  just  enough  to  be  uncomfortable,  and  not 
enough  to  go  on  in  spile  of  it." 

We  do  not  understand,"  said  the  bullocks. 
I  know  you  don't.     I'm  not  talking  to  you. 
You  don't  know  what  blood  is." 

"  We  do,"  said  the  bullocks.  "It  is  red  stuff 
that  soaks  into  the  ground  and  smells." 

The  troop-horse  gave  a  kick  and  a  bound  and 
a  snoi  t. 

"Don't  talk  of  it,"  he  said.  "I  can  smell  it 
now,  just  thinking  of  it.  It  makes  me  wanl  to 
run — when  I  haven't  Dick  on  my  back." 

"  But  it  is  not  here,"  said  the  camel  and  ihe 
bullocks.    "  Why  are  you  so  stupid  ?  " 

"  It's  vile  stuff,"  said  Billy.  "I  don't  want  lo 
talk  about  it." 

"  There  you  are  !  "  said  Two  Tails,  waving  his 
tail  lo  explain. 

"Surely.  Yes,  we  have  been  here  all  night, 
said  the  bullocks. 

Two  Tails  stamped  his  foot  till  the  iron  ring  on 
it  jingled.  "Oh,  I'm  not  talking  to  you.  You 
can't  see  insids  your  heads. 

"  No.  We  see  out  of  our  four  eyes,"  said  the 
bullocks.    "We  see  straight  in  front  of  us." 

"If  I  could  do  that  and  nothing  else  you 
wouldn't  be  needed  to  pull  the  big  guns  at  all.  If 
I  was  like  my  captain — he  can  see  the  things 
inside  his  head  before  the  firing  begins,  and  he 
shakes  all  over,  but  he  knows  too  much  lo  run 
away_if  I  Was  like  him  I  could  pull  the  guns. 
But  if  I  were  as  wise  as  all  thai  I  should  never  be 
here.  I  should  he  a  king  in  the  forest,  as  Ijised 
to  be,  sleeping  half  the  day  and  bathing  when 
I  liked.    I  haven't  had  a  good  bath  for  a  month." 

"  That's  all  very  fine,"  said  Billy  ;  "  but  giving 
a  thing  a  long  name  does'l  make  it  any  better." 

"Hsh!"  said  the  troop-horse,  "I  think  I 
understand  what  Two  Tails  means." 

"You'll  understand  better  in  a  minute,"  said 
Two  Tails  angi  ily.  "  Now  you  just  explain  to  me 
why  you  don't  like  this  !  " 

He  began  trumpeting  furiously  at  the  top  of  his 
trumpet. 

"  Stop  that  !  "  said  Billy  and  troop-horse 
together,  and  I  could  hear  them  stamp  and  shiver. 
An  elephant's  trumpeting  is  always  nasty,  especi- 
ally on  a  dark  night. 

"  I  shan't  stop,"  said  Two  Tails.  "  Won't  you 
explain  that,  please  ?  Hhrrmph  J  Rvvt  I  Rvrmph  I 
Rrrhha  /  Then  he  stopped  suddenly,  and  I  heard 
a  little  whimper  in  the  daik,  and  knew  that  Vixen 
had  found  me  al  last.  She  knew  as  well  as  I  did 
that  if  there  is  one  thing  in  the  world  the  elephant 
is  more  afiaid  of  than  another  it  is  a  little  bai  king 
dog  ;  so  she  slopped  tp  bully  Two  Tails  in  his 
pickets,  and  yapped  round  his  big  feet.  Two 
Tails  shuffled  and  squeaked.  "  Go  away,  little 
dog  !  "  he  said.  "  Don't  snuff  at  my  ankles,  or 
I'll  kick  at  you.  Good  little  dog— nice  little 
doggie,  then  !  Go  home,  you  yelping  little  beast  ! 
Oh,  why  doesn't  some  one  take  her  away  ?  She'll 
bite  me  in  a  minute." 

"  Seems  to  me,"  said  Billy  to  the  troop-horse, 
"  that  our  fi  iend  Two  Tails  is  afi  aid  of  most  things. 
Now,  if  I  had  a  full  meal  for  every  dog  I've  kicked 
across  the  parade  ground  I  should  be  as  fat  as 
Two  Tails  nearly." 

I  whistled,  and  Vixen  ran  up  lo  me,  muddy  all 
over,  and  licked  my  nose,  and  lold  me  a  long  lale 
about  hunting  for  me  all  through  the  camp.  I 
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never  lei  liei  know  lli.it  1  understood  beast  talk,' 
or  she  would  have  taken  all  soi  ls  of  libei  ties.  So 
I  buttoned  her  inio  the  !>i  east  of  my  oveicoal,  and 
Two  Tails  shuffled  and  stamped  add  growled  to 
himself. 

"  Extraordinary  !  Most  extraordinary  !  "  lie 
said.  "  II  i  nns  in  inn  family.  Now,  where  lias 
that  nasty  liule  beast  gone  to  ?  " 

I  heai  d  him  feeling  about  with  his  tuuik. 

"  We  all  seem  to  be  affected  in  vaiious  ways," 
he  went  on,  blowing  his  nose.  "  Now,  you  gentle* 
men  were  alarmed,  I  believe,  when  I  trumpeted." 

"  Not  alarmed,  exactly,"  said  the  troop-horse, 
"  bnl  it  made  me  feel  as  though  I  had  hornets 
whei  e  my  saddle  Oughi  to  be.   Don't  begin  again." 

"  I'm  U  ightened  of  a  dog,  and  the  camel  liei  e  is 
frightened  by  bad  di  earns  in  the  night." 

"  It  is  very  hicUy  lor  us  that  we  haven't  all  got 
to  fight  in  the  same  way,"  said  the  troop-horse. 

"  What  I  want  to  know,"  said  the  young  mule, 
who  had  been  quiet  for  a  long  lime — "  What  I 
want  to  know  is,  why  we  have  to  fight  at  all." 

"  Because  we're  told  to,"  said  the  troop-horse, 
with  a  snort  of  contempt. 

"Orders,"  said  Billy  the  mule;  and  his  teeth 
snapped. 

"  Htikm  hai .'"  (It  is  an  order),  said  the  camel 
with  a  gurgle;  and  Two  Tails  and  the  bullocks 
repeated,  "  Hukm  hai  !" 

"  Yes,  but  who  gives  the  orders  ?"  said  the 
recruit  mule. 

"  The  man  who  walks  at  your  head — Or  sits  an 
your  back — Or  holds  the  nose  rope — Or  twists 
your  tail,"  said  Billy  and  the  troop-horse  and  the 
camel  and  the  bullocks  one  after  the  other. 

"  But  who  gives  them  the  orders?" 

"  Now  you  want  lo  know  loo  much,  young  111.1'," 
said  Billy,  "  and  that's  one  way  of  getting  kicked. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  lo  obey  llie  man  at  your 
head  and  ask  no  questions. 

"He's  quite  right,"  said  Two  Tails.  "I  can't 
always  obey,  because  I'm  betwixl  and  between  ; 
but  Billy's  right.  Obey  the  man  next  to  you  who 
gives  the  order,  or  you  will  slop  all  the  battery, 
besides  getting  a  thrashing." 

The  gun-bullocks  got  up  to  go.  "  Morning  is 
coming,"  they  said.  "  We  will  go  back  to  out- 
lines. It  is  true  that  we  only  see  out  of  our  eyes, 
and  we  are  not  vei  y  clever  ;  but  still,  we  are  the 
only  people  lo-night  who  have'  not  been  afraid. 
Good  night,  you  brave  people." 

Nobody  answered,  and  the  troop-horse  said,  to 
change  the  conversation.  "Where's  that  little 
dog  ?    A  dog  means  a  man  somewhere  about." 

"  Here  I  am,"  yapped  Vixen,  "  under  the  gun- 
lail  with  my  man.  You  big,  blundering  beasl  of 
a  camel  you,  you  upset  our  tent.  My  man's  very 
angry.'' 

"Phew!"  said  the  bullocks.  "He  must  be 
white!" 

"  Of  course  he  is,"  said  Vixen.  "  Do  you  sup- 
pose I'm  looked  after  by  a  black  bullock-driver  ?" 

"Huah/  OuschJ  Ugh/"  said  the  bullocks. 
"  Let  us  gel  away  quick." 

They  plunged  forward  in  the  mud,  and  managed 
somehow  to  run  their  yoke  on  the  pole  of  an  am- 
munition waggon,  where  it  jammed. 

"  Now  you  have  done  it,"  said  Billy  calmly. 
"  Don't  struggle.  You're  hung  up  all  daylight. 
What  on  earth's  the  matter  ?  " 

The  bullocks  went  off  into  the  long  hissing  snorts 
that  Indian  cattle  give,  and  pushed  and  crowded 
and  slued  and  stamped  and  slipped  and  nearly 
fell  down  in  the  mud,  gi  tinting  savagely. 

"You'll  bieak  your  necks  in  a  minute,"  said 
the  troop-horse.  "  What's  the  matter  with  white 
men  ?     I  live  with  'em." 

"They — eat — us!  Pull!"  said  the  near  bullock  : 
the  yoke  snapped  with  a  twang  and  they  lumbered 
off  together. 

I  never  knew  before  what  made  Indian  cattle  so 
scared  of  Englishmen.  We  eat  beef — a  thing  that 
no  cattle  driver  touches — and  of  course  the  cattle 
do  not  like  it. 

"  May  I  be  flogged  with  my  own  pad-chains  P 
Who'd  have  thought  of  two  big  lumps  like  those 
losing  their  heads?"  said  Billy. 

"  Never  mind.  I'm  going  to  look  at  this  man. 
Most  of  the  white  men,  I  know,  have  things  in 
their  pockets,"  said  the  troop-horse. 

"  I'll  leave  you,  then.  I  can't  say  I'm  over-fond 
of  'em  myself.  Besides,  white  men  who  haven't  a 
place  to  sleep  in  are  more  than  likely  to  be  thieves, 
and  I've  a  good  deal  of  Government  property  on 
my  back.  Come  along,  young  'tin,  and  we'll  go 
back  to  our  lines.  Good  night,  Australia  !  See 
you  on  parade  to-morrow,  I  suppose.  Good  night, 
old  Hay-bales  ! — ti  y  to  con  it  ol  your  feelings,  won't 
you  ?  Good  night,  Two  Tails  !  If  you  pass  us 
on  the  ground  to-morrow,  don't  tiumpet.  It  spoils 
our  formations." 

Billy  the  mule  stumped  off  with  the  swaggering 
limp  of  an  old  campaigner,  as  the  troOp-horse's 


head  came  nuzzling  into  my  breast,  and  I  gave 
him  biscuits  ;  while  Vixen,  who  is  a  most  conceited 
little  dog,  told  hint  fibs  about  the  scoies  of  hoisrs 
that  she  and  I  kept. 

"I'm  coming  to  the  patade  to-moiroW  ill  my 
dog  cart,"  she  said.    "Where  will  you  be?" 

On  the  left  hand  of  ihe  second  squadron.  I 
set  the  time  for  all  my  troop,  little  lady."  he  said 
politely.  "  Now  I  must  go  back  to  Dick.  My 
(ail's  all  muddy,  and  he'll  have  two  hours'  haul 
woik  dressing  me  for  parade." 

The  big  paiade  of  all  the  thiry  thousand  men 
was  Iw  Id  that  afternoon,  and  Vixen  and  I  had  a 
good  place  close  lo  (he  Viceroy  and  the  Amir  of 
Afghanistan,  with  his  high  big  black  hat  of  as- 
trachan  wool  and  the  great  diamond  star  in  the 
centre.  The  first  pai  t  of  the  review  was  all  sun- 
shine, and  the  regiment  went  by  in  wave  upon 
wave  of  legs  all  moving  together,  and  guns  all 
in  a  line,  till  our  eyes  grew  dizzy.  Then  the 
Cavalry  came  up,  lo  the  beautiful  cavalry  cantei 
of  "  Bonnie  Dundee,"  and  Vixen  cocked  her  ear 
wheie  she  sat  on  the  dog-cat  l.  The  second 
squadion  of  the  Lancers  shot  by  and  there  was 
the  troop-horse,  with  his  tail  like  spun  silk,  his 
head  pulled  into  his  breast,  one  ear  forwaid  and 
one  back,  setting  the  time  for  all  his  squadron,  his 
legs  going  as  smoothly  as  waltz-music.  Then  the 
big  guns  came  by,  and  I  saw  Two  Tails  and  two 
other  elephants  harnessed  in  line  to  a  forty-pounder 
siege-gun,  while  twenty  yoke  of  oxen  walked  be- 
hind. The  seventh  pair  had  a  new  yoke,  and 
they  looked  rather  stiff  and  tired .  Last  came  the 
screw-guns,  and  Billy  the  mule  carried  himself  as 
though  he  commanded  all  the  troops,  and  his 
harness  was  oiled  and  polished  till  it  winked.  I 
gave  a  cheer  all  by  myself  for  Billy  the  mule,  but 
he  never  looked  right  or  left. 

The  rain  began  to  fall  again,  and  for  a  while  it 
was  too  misty  to  see  what  the  troops  were  doing. 

They  had  made  a  big  half-circle  across  the  plain, 
and  were  spreading  out  into  line.  That  line  grew 
and  grew  till  it  was  three-quai  ters  of  a  mile  long 
from  wing  to  wing — one  solid  wall  of  men,  horses 
and  guns.  Then  it  came  on  straight  towards  the 
Viceioy  and  the  Amir,  and  as  it  got  nearer  the 
ground  began  to  shake,  like  the  deck  of  a  steamer 
when  the  engines  ate  going  fast. 

Unless  you  have  been  there  you  cannot  imagine 
what  a  frightening  effect  this  steady  come-down 
of  troops  has  on  the  spectators,  even  when  they 
know  it  is  only  a  review,  I  looked  at  the  Amir. 
Up  till  then  he  had  not  shown  the  shadow  of  a 
sign  of  astonishment  or  anything  else;  but  now  his 
eyes  began  to  get  bigger  and  bigger,  and  he 
picked  up  the  reins  on  his  horse's  neck  and  looked 
behind  him.  For  a  minute  it  seemed  as  though 
he  were  going  to  draw  his  sword  and  slash  his 
way  out  through  the  English  men  and  women  in 
the  carriages  at  the  back.  Then  the  advance 
slopped  dead,  the  ground  stood  si  ill,  the  whole 
line  saluted,  and  ihiity  bands  began  to  play  all 
together.  That  was  the  end  of  the  review,  and 
the  regiments  went  off  to  their  camps  in  the  rain  ; 
and  an  infantry  band  struck  up  with — ' 

The  animals  went  in  two  by  two, 

Hurrah  ! 
The  animals  went  in  two  by  two, 
The  elephant  and  the  battery  mu- 
1',  and  they  all  got  into  the  Ark 
For  to  get  out  of  the  rain  ! 

Then  I  heaid  an  old,  giizzled,  long-haired 
Central  Asian  chief,  who  had  come  down  with  the 
Amir,  asking  questions  of  a  native  officer. 

"  Now,"  said  he,  "  in  what  manner  was  this 
wonderful  thing  done  ?  " 

And  the  officer  answered,  "An  order  was  given, 
and  they  obeyed." 

"  But  are  the  beasts  as  wise  as  the  men  ?  said 
the  chief. 

"  They  obey,  as  the  men  do.  Mule,1iorse,  ele- 
phant, or  bullock,  he  obeys  his  driver,  and  the 
di  iver  his  sergeant,  and  the  sergeant  his  lieutenant, 
and  llie  lieutenant  his  captain,  and  ihe  captain  his 
major,  and  the  major  his  colonel,  and  the  colonel 
hisbiigadier  commanding  three  regiments,  and 
the  brigadier  the  general,  who  obeys  the  Viceroy, 
who  is  the  servant  of  the  Empress.  Thus  it  is 
done." 

•'  Would  it  weie  so  in  Afghanistan  !  "  said  the 
chief ;  "  for  there  we  obey  only  our  own  wills." 

"  And  (or  that  reason,"  said  the  native  officer, 
twirling  his  moustache,  "  your  Amir  whom  you  do 
not  obey  must  come  here  and  take  orders  from  our 
Viceroy." — Singapore  Free  Press. 


Eczema. — Book  on  "  Skin  Trouble,"  sent 
free  for  One  Stamp  by  Messrs.  North  &  Rae, 
Limited,  Yokohama. 

Tommy  had  received  a  whipping  from  his  ma. 
Ten  minutes  afterwards  he  crawled  into  the  pantry, 
and  as  he  set  to  on  the  best  strawberry-jam  he 
muttered  to  himself  "  Revenge  is  sweet !  " 


77/ E  NEW  TREATY  IIETWICEN 
CHINA  AND  THE  UNITED 
S'lATES. 

Washington,  Match  24th. 

The  publication  of  tin:  full  text  of  the  proposed 
Chinese  ti  ealy  in  this  evening's  papers,  says  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle,  has  thrown  the  Pacific 
Coast  colony  at  Washington  in  a  slate  of  con- 
siderable excitement.  The  most  surprising  deve- 
lopment of  the  day  has  been  the  announcement 
on  the  pait  of  the  Democials  in  the  California 
delegation  that  they  favour  the  treaty. 

Representative  Maguiie  says  that  he  does  not 
favour  the  exclusion  of  the  Chinese  on  the  ground 
that  they  compete  with  Atneiican  labour.  That 
would  be  in  the  nature  of  protection,  to  which  he  is 
thoroughly  opposed.  He  considers  llie  present 
treaty  perfectly  satisfactory,  because,  from  his 
point  view,  it  will  cultivate  a  fiieudly  feeling 
between  the  two  Governments  and  because  it  ac- 
complishes the  same  purpose  as  the  Geary  law 
and  its  amendments. 

Mr.  Maguire  is  opposed  to  Chinese  immigration 
solely  on  the  ground  that  the  Chinese  are  a  race 
who  Jo  not  affiliate  with  Caucasians  and  become 
thoi  oughly  imbued  with  our  institutions.  The  fact 
that  they  drain  the  countiy  and  lower  the  price  of 
labour  is  out  of  his  line  of  argument.  He  does 
not  find  anything  in  the  treaty  to  make  it  easier 
for  Chinese  to  enter  this  countiy. 

Mi.  Caminetli  charactei  ized  the  treaty  as  a 
tiiumpb  of  the  Administration.  He  says  that  it 
disposes  of  the  vexed  question  between  the  two 
nations  and  put  the  Geary  law  in  force  on  a  foot- 
ing consistent  with  treaty  obligations,  as  has  not 
previously  been  the  case. 

No  advices  teceived  here  from  California  are 
such  as  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  there  was 
any  vexed  question  at  issue  there,  unless  it  be 
that  the  present  laws  in  force  are  not  yet  enough 
to  wholly  keep  out  the  Chinese.  In  fact,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  alleged  vexed  question  is  one  that 
lias  leached  its  vexatiousness  since  the  news  of 
the  treaty  has  been  made  public.  Of  course,  it 
has  been  well  known  that  the  Chinese  desired  a 
change  ill  the  treaty  as  it  stands  at  present.  In 
(he  early  part  of  last  December  tumours  of  such  a 
treaty  were  about  Washington,  and  it  now  trans- 
pires that  negotiations  have  been  in  active  progress 
since  then. 

The  Chinese  Minister  at  first  made  an  effort  to 
open  still  wider  loopholes  for  the  entrance  of  Chi- 
nese, but  on  this  he  was  opposed  by  the  Admini- 
stration. He  showed  that  there  was  a  strong 
prejudice  in  his  country  against  the  free  admission 
of  missionaries  to  China  while  the  Chinese  were 
not  allowed  to  come  here  and  prosecute  legitimate 
business.  He  said  that  in  case  restriction  was 
insisted  upon  by  the  country  the  Emperor  might 
deem  it  his  right  to  retaliate  by  placing  an  embargo 
upon  our  missionaries,  who  constitute  30  per  cent, 
of  the  permanent  American  population  of  China; 
also  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
American  merchants  residing  in  China  and  en- 
gaged in  the  export  business  to  have  the  Emperor 
continue  in  his  present  attitude  toward  Americans. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  wily  diplomat  main- 
tained that  by  cultivating  the  goodwill  of  his 
Chinese  Highness  and  of  Li  Hting-chang,  the 
Chinese  Premier,  many  important  and  valuable 
concessions  might  he  thrown  in  the  way  of  Ame- 
ricans in  building  up  the  new  developments  of 
China,  of  which  much  has  been  heard,  but  nothing 
done. 

It  was  in  consideration  of  such  representations 
and  of  the  desire  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cleveland  to 
make  our  treaty  obligations  consistent  with  our 
statutes  that  led  to  the  present  treaty. 

The  statement  that  the  treaty  was  seen  and 
approved  by  Senator  While  before  he  left  for 
California  was  on  excellent  authority,  notwithsand- 
ing  that  Senater  Perkins  said  to-night  that  he  was 
confident  that  Mr.  White  had  not  seen  it.  This 
impression  was  because  of  the  fact  that  the  treaty 
remained  in  comparative  obscurity  in  the  Senate 
up  to  the  time  it  was  given  in  outline  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  immediately  upon  its 
arrival  in  the  Senate  in  executive  session.  As  it 
was  not  read,  it  naturally  came  only  to  the  notice 
of  the  committee.  Senator  White,  however,  is 
said  to  have  been  shown  the  treaty  in  confidence 
by  Secretary  Gresham  and  to  have  approved  of  it, 
although  it  is  known  with  what  reservation.  If 
Senator  White  had  seen  the  treaty  through  the 
regular  channels  he  would  have  undoubtedly 
spoken  of  it  to  his  collague. 

It  is  thought  lo  be  highly  probable  that  Senator 
White  could  have  approved  of  the  second  clause  of 
the  treaty,  which  opens  the  way  for  a  large  impor- 
tation of  Chinese,  and  Senator  Pekins  says  that 
he  does  not  think  his  colleague  would  wish  to  see 
that  clause  ratified  by  the  Senate. 
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The  treaty  will  probably  be  reported  at  the  next 
executive  session  of  of  the  Senate  on  Monday.  lis 
consideration  will  undoubtedly  be  postponed  at 
the  instance  of  Senator  Pekins,  who  will  insist  that 
a  matter  so  affecting  the  Pacific  Coast  should  not 
be  under  debate  in  the  absence  of  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  the  locality  most  interested.  This  will 
delay  the  passing  upon  its  merits  for  at  least  two 
weeks. 

Senator  Dolph  is  opposed  to  the  tiealy  because 
lie  sees  in  it  a  piactical  nullification  of  the  prohibi- 
tive laws  now  in  force.  As  a  member  of  the  Fo- 
reign Relations  Committee,  lie  has  endeavoured 
to  have  stricUen  out  that  pai  t  of  the  second  clause 
which  allows  the  privilege  of  re-entry  to  Chinese 
having  debts  owing  them  or  having  near  relatives 
in  this  country.  He  has  not  met  with  success,  and 
he  will  in  his  minority  lepoil  touch  upon  that  sub- 
ject among  others.  In  case  sentiment  appears  to 
sanction  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Senate,  an  amendment  will  be  strenuously  pushed 
lo  strike  out  litis  clause.  Other  amendments  will 
also  be  offered  sufficient  in  loto  to  break  the  force 
of  lite  entire  treaty  ill  so  far  as  it  changes  the  exist- 
ing law  of  lire  land. 

It  looks  at  present  as  if  the  chances  of  the  treaty 
to  be  approved  by  ihe  senior  body  would  be  about 
even,  but  much  depends  upon  the  action  of 
Senator  While  when  he  returns.  It  is  not  pro- 
bable that  he  will  vote  for  its  rejection. 

It  is  said  thai  Senator  Hill  will  join  forces  with 
the  Republicans  against  the  bill.  But,  on  the 
oilier  hand,  Davis  of  Minnesota,  a  Republican 
Senator  ,  who  is  moved  by  religious  sentiment  in 
the  mailer,  will  siand  for  the  adoption  of  the 
treaty,  and  will  favour  further  concessions  at  any 
time  ihey  may  be  proposed.  Davis  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commillee,  and 
his  position  will  thus  carry  more  force  than  it  other- 
wise would. 

Senator  Morgan's  views  ate  not  yet  known. 
Mr.  Geary  was  at  first  disposed  to  oppose  llie 
treaty,    bill  he  had   not  seen    its  lext  until  to 
night.    He  then  said  that  he  was  in  its  favour  and 
thai  he  would  give  out  a  statement  of  his  reason 
therefor.    Ther  e  are  reasons  to  believe  thai  he  has 
since  discovered  a  flaw  in  the  treaty  or  that 
has  perhaps  changed  his  opinion.    He  was  not  to 
be  seen  on  the  mallei  to-night  although  he  was 
much  in  demand  by  correspondents,  who  exhausted 
all   resources   in  looking  for  him.     He  will,  it  is 
said,  give  out  a  statement  of  his  views  lo-morrow 
afternoon  after  matui  er  consideration  of  the  matter. 

Considerable  curiosity  is  expressed  oyer  his  ap 
parent  change  of  mind,  as  shown  by  his  remarks 
before  and  after  having  seen  the  full  text  of  the 
treaty,  and  this  for  the  teason  that  the  text  now 
made  public  does  not  essentially  differ  from  the 
forecast  as  previously  published.  Il  would  not  be 
stirpi  ising  if  Mr.  Gear  y  opposed  the  latest  novelty 
of  the  Administration.  He  was  not  taken  into  the 
councils  upon  the  drawing  up  of  the  treaty,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  during  Ihe  major  portion 
of  ils  negotiation  he  was  not  on  recoid  as  being  at 
outs  with  the  party  policy. 

The  fact  lhai  one  who  has  been  so  prominent  in 
ami-Chinese  legislation  was  left  out  of  thought  was 
one  point  for  the  Chinese. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  will  cany  much  weight  with  the  De- 
mocrats of  ihe  majority.  Il  is  interesting  to  note 
that  only  one  of  this  committee  is  fr  om  the  locality 
thai  has  been  largely  invaded  by  Chinese.  He  is 
Mr.  Dolph.  The  other  members  of  the  committee 
are  Morgan  of  Alabama,  Butler  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Grayof  Delaware,  Trnpieof  Indiana,  Daniel 
of  Virginia,  Democrats,  and  the  following  Repub- 
licans :— Sherman  of  Ohio,  Frye  of  Maine,  and 
Davis  of  Minnesota. 

One  of  these  said  lo-nighl  that  a  report  favour- 
ing the  treaty  would  be  signed  by  six  of  the  com- 
millee. 

The  Popnlisl  Senators  are  looked  for  to  aid  in 
the  defeat  of  the  ratification.  Representative 
Cannon  of  the  California  delegation  is  out  and  out 
against  the  treaty. 

Missionary  work  is  being  done  by  Senator 
Perkins  and  others.  Senator  Davis  does  not  find 
it  ihe  kind  of  missionary  work  of  which  he  is  ill 
favour.  He  seems  to  believe  in  bringing  the  Chi- 
nese to  tlits  country  and  here  showing  them  the 
evil  of  their  ways. 

Mr.  Caminelti  qualifies  the  approval  with  the 
statement  that  clause  2  should  be  alleied. 

Senalei  Perkins,  when  inlei  viewed,  said  thai  ihe 
treaty  would,  if  appi  oved,  become  the  paiamount 
law  of  the  land  in  reference  to  the  exclusion  of  Chin- 
ese. Il  wouhl, therefoi e,  clearlyopen ourdoorstolhe 
entrance  of  Chinese  cheap  labour  .  In  his  opinion, 
ihe  Chinese  Six  Companies  would  receive  the  new 
arrangement  with  great  glee.  They  would  have 
no  need  of  using  ihe  relative  clause,  although  that 
was  capable  of  being  turned  lo  ihe  uses  of  im- 


porters of  Chinese.  The  Six  Companies  would 
work  ihe  indebtedness  clause. 

They  would  simply  ai  range  to  show  by  legal 
documents  that  various  Chinese  had  debts  owing 
iheni  to  amount  of  the  $1,000  in  this  country.  If 
necessary  ihey  could  make  out  notes  for  that  sum, 
payable  to  each  subject  whom  il  was  desired  to 
import.  These  notes  could  be  recorded  and 
made  oul  with  all  the  legal  red-tape  that  might 
be  necessary,  and  then  ihe  Chinese  would  come 
back  on  the  certificate  of  some  other  Chinese,  and 
would  be  made  by  the  Six  Companies  lo  hand  over 
the  nole  without  paymenl. 

The  photographic  1  equii  ements  would  not  neces- 
sarily stand  in  the  way  of  this  transaction  ;  in  fact, 
it  is  not  yet  made  clear  that  a  photograph  will  be 
necessary  under-  ihe  new  treaty.  Senator  Peikins 
is  of  the  opinion  thai  il  will  not,  and  he  is  backed 
this  by  one  of    the  committee  who  is  in 


up 

favour  of  ihe  treaty.  Others  contend  that  photo 
graphs  are  still  obligatory,  inasmuch  as  ihe  treaty 
states  ihat  no  objection  is  to  be  made  by  ihe  Chi- 
nese Government  to  our  acts  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
hibiting emigration.  This  is  in  article  5,  which  is 
a  monument  of  diplomatic  documentation,  as  she 
is  written  by  Gresham.  It  is  in  direct  contradic 
with  ar  ticle  2,  which  contains  a  clause  r  elating  to 
indebtedness  and  lo  relations  possessed  in  this 
country  by  Chinese.  No  such  exception  as  therein 
contained  forms  any  par  t  of  our  existing  law,  which 
expressly  slates  without  reservation  that  no  Chi- 
nese labourer  shall  come  into  this  country-  There 
is  no  clause  which  allows  re-enlry  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

Senator  Pekins  pointed  oul  that,  even  if  photo- 
graphs were  slill  to  be  required,  it  would  be  found 
that  many  Chinese  were  being  registered  in  half  a 
dozen  places  al  a  time,  and  that  the  reason  com- 
paratively few  were  being  registered  was  because 
many  of  them  desired  to  be  deported  to  China  free 
of  charge,  such  as  desired  to  return  relying  on 
false  cirtificates  or  those  procured  from  other 
Chinese  to  open  the  way  for  their  return. 

Another  point  not  yet  fully  appreciated  is  that 
photographs  by  exposure  to  the  sun  may  be  made 
so  nearly  illegible  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish ihe  features  of  the  subject.  There  is  such 
a  sirong  resemblance  between  many  Chinese  that 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  exchange  certificates  in 
many  cases. 

For  this  reason  any  treaty  allowing  ihe  return  of 
Chinese  under  any  circumstances  may  be  r  egarded 
as  nullifying  the  letter  and  intent  of  ihe  present 
r est  1  iclion  laws 

Representative  Loud  said  that  he  had  not  yel 
closely  examined  the  treaty,  but  that,  from  a  brief 
inspection,  he  thought  it  was  an  extremely  vicious 
measure,  as  well  as  one  which  would  turn  the 
whole  Pacific  Coast  against  the  Administration  if 
there  were  any  Democrats  left  out  there. 

Referring  to  the  statement  that  the  present 
treaty  is  the  forerunner  of  a  commer  cial  treaty,  he 
asked  what  benefit  this  country  would  der  ive  from 
such  a  treaty  thai  would  compensate  for  flooding 
our  labour  maikets  with  Mongols.  In  the  first 
place  but  few  pr  ivileges  were  in  the  hands  of  Chi 
nese  with  regard  to  imports.  All  our  importations 
go  by  way  of  Hongkong,  which  is  an  English  port. 
England  had  acquired  with  this  por  t  all  privileges 
that  could  be  given  to  us  by  China.  In  any  case 
there  was  little  to  be  gained  from  any  fur  ther  trade 
with  China,  because  the  Chinese  were  so  poor 
that  there  was  not  much  of  our  products  they 
could  use.  We  already  supply  them  with  flour, 
and  we  shall  continue  to  do  this  so  long  •  as 
we  can  compete  with  other  countries,  and  110 
longer.  According  to  one  authority,  China 
was  beginning  to  manufacture  her  own  cloth 
Therefore  we  should  have  only  a  brief  chance 
of  competing  for  ihe  sale  of  a  limited  amount 
of  machinery.  The  ideas  of  "oriental  tr  ade  which 
used  to  fill  the  dreams  of  many  Americans 
were  now  pretty  well  exploded.  England  with 
her  force  of  aims  had  got  little  out  of  the  actual 
trade  with  China  except  in  the  importation  of 
opium  from  India.  The  promise  of  ihe  extension 
of  our  Cninese  trade  was  simply  Chinese  di- 
plomacy. 

Representative  Bowers  said  that  ihe  treaty  was 
simply  another  move  by  the  Administration  for 
the  benefit  of  future  Republican  majorities  in 
California.  It  was  an  arrangement  to  reopen  our 
ports  to  cheap  labour  and  to  destroy  the  fruits  of 
a  hard-earned  victory  in  Congress.  Evert  the 
present  restriction  laws  were  not  wholly  satis- 
factory in  their  workings  and  would  not  be  wholly 
so  in  results.  With  this  new  gateway  opened 
labor  would  be  sti  icken  down  in  California  with  a 
blow  that  w^s  a  soil  of  ornamental  finisher  to  that 
sti  uck  by  lire  Wilson  Bill. 

Mr.  Hjlborn  said  that  there  could  not  be  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  but  thai  the  Chinese  would 


begin  to  flow  over  the  borders  as  soon  as  the  treaty 
was  ratified.    He  criticised  the  drawing  up  of  the 
treaty  as  a  bad  piece  of  bungling. 
/ 

TEXT  OF  THE  TREATY. 

Washington,  March  24th. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  treaty  which  has 
been  negotiated  with  China.  It  was  sent  to  Ihe 
Senate  on  March  19th  with  a  simple  note  of  trans- 
mission, saying  it  had  been  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton on  March  17th.  It  is  accompanied  by  nothing 
in  the  way  of  a  communication  from  Secretary 
Gresham.    The  treaty  is  as  follows : — 

Whereas,  On  the  17th  of  November,  A.D.  1880, 
and  of  Kwansui,  the  sixth  year,  ihe  tenth  month, 
and  ihe  15th  day,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between 
ihe  Uniled  Stales  and  China  for  ihe  purpose  of 
regulating,  limiting,  or  suspending  the  coming  of 
Chinese  labourers  to  and  their  residence  in  ihe 
United  States,  and,  whereas,  the  Government  of 
China,  in  view  of  the  antagonism  and  much  depre- 
ciated and  serious  disorders  to  which  the  presence 
of  Chinese  labourers  has  given  rise  in  certain  parts 
of  ihe  United  States,  desires  to  prohibit  the 
emigration  of  such  labourers  from  China  to  the 
United  States  ;  and,  whereas,  the  two  Governments 
desire  to  co-operate  in  prohibiting  such  emigra- 
tion and  to  strengthen  in  many  other  ways  the 
bonds  of  relationship  between  the  two  counliies; 
and,  whereas,  the  two  Governments  are  desirous  of 
adopting  reciprocal  measures  for  the  betler  pro- 
lection  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  oilier,  now  therefore,  the  Presi- 
dent of  Ihe  United  Slates  has  appointed  Walter  Q. 
Gresham, Secretary  ofState,  as  his Plenipotentiai y, 
and  his  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  China, 
has  appointed  Yang  Yui,  Officer  of  the  Second 
Rank,  sub-director  of  the  Court  of  Sacrificial 
Worship  and  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  and  the  said  Plenipotentiaries 
having  exhibited  their  respective  full  powers, 
found  to  be  in  due  form  and  good  faith,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles:  — 

Article  1. — The  high  contracting  parties  agree 
thai  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  beginning  with  the 
date  of  exchange  of  ratification  of  the  convention, 
the  coming,  except  under  conditions  hereinafter 
specified,  of  Chinese  labourers  shall  be  absolutely 
prohibited. 

Article  2.— The  preceding  ai  tide  shall  not  apply 
to  ihe  return  lo  ihe  United  Stales  of  any  registered 
labour  er  who  has  a  lawful  wife,  child,  or  parent  in 
Ihe  United  Stales,  or  properly  therein  of  ihe  value 
of  $1,000  or  debts  of  like  amount  due  him  and 
pending  settlement;  nevertheless  every  Chinese 
labourer  shall,  before  leaving  the  Uniled  States, 
deposit,  as  a  condition  of  his  return,  will)  the  Col- 
lector of  Customs  of  the  district  from  which  he 
departs,  a  full  description  in  writing  of  his  family 
or  property  of  debts,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be 
furnished  by  said  Collector  with  such  certificate 
of  his  right  to  return  under  this  treaty  as  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  may  now  or  heie- 
afler  prescribe,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty;  and  should  the  wiitten 
description  of  aforesaid  prove  to  be  false  the  right 
of  return  thereunder  or  of  continued  residence 
shall  in  each  case  be  foifeiied.  Such  light  of 
return  to  the  United  States  shall  be  exercised 
within  one  year  from  date  of  leaving  the  United 
States;  but  such  right  of  return  to  the  United 
States  may  be  extended  for  an  additional  period, 
not  to  exceed  one  year,  in  cases  where  by  reason 
of  sickness  or  other  cause  of  disability  beyond  his 
control  such  Chinese  laboui  er  shall  be  unable  to 
sooner  return,  which  facts  shall  be  fully  repor  ted 
to  the  Chinese  Consul  at  the  port  of  departure  and 
by  him  certified  to  the  satisfaction  of  ihe  Col- 
lector of  the  Port  at  which  such  Chinese  subject 
shall  land  in  the  Uniled  States  and  no  such  Chi- 
nese labourer  shall  be  peimitted  to  enter  the 
Uniled  States  by  land  or  sea  without  producing 
lo  the  proper  officer  of  the  cusloms  the  return 
certificate  herein  required. 

Article  3. — The  provisions  of  this  convention  shall 
not  affect  the  righl  al  present  enjoyed  of  Chinese 
subjects,  officials,  leachei s,  students,  meichants,  or 
travellers  for  curiosity  or  pleasure,  but  only  la- 
bourers, of  coming  to  the  United  Slates  and  resi- 
dent therein.  To  entitle  such  Chinese  subjects  as 
are  above  described  to  admission  in  the  Uniled 
Stales  ihey  may  produce  a  certificate  from  their 
Government  or  the  Government  where  they  last 
reside,  by  diplomatic  or  Consular  repr  esentative  of 
the  United  States  in  the  country  or  por  I  from  which 
ihey  depat  t.  It  is  also  agreed  that  Chinese  labourers 
shall  continue  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  transit 
across  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates  in  Ihe 
course  of  their  journey  to  or  from  other  countries, 
subject  lo  such  regulations  by  ihe  Government  of 
ihe  United  Stales  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
said  pr  ivilege  of  transit  from  being  abused. 

Article  4. — In  pursuance  of  article  3  of  the  im- 
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miration  treaty  between  tlie  United  States  anil 

China,  signed  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  1880, 
at  Peking, it  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed  thai 

the  Chinese  of  any  other  class  either  permanently 
or  temporarily  residing  in  the  United  States  shall 
have  for  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  pro 
perty  all  rights  that  are  given  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  Stales  to  citizens  of  the  most  favouied 
nation,  excepting  the  right  to  become  naturalized 
citizens.  And  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  reaffirms  its  obligations  as  stated  in  said 
article  3  to  exert  all  its  power  to  secure  protection 
to  the  persons  and  propei  ty  of  all  Chinese  subjects 
in  the  United  Slates. 

Articles. — The  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
having  by  Act  of  Congress,  approved  May  I, 
1882,  as  amended  by  the  Act  approved  May  5, 
1893,  required  all  Chinese  labourers  lawfully 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  by  the  first- 
named  act  to  be  registered  as  in  said  acts  pro- 
vided, with  a  view  of  affoiding  them  better 
protection,  the  Chinese  Government  will  not 
object  to  the  enforcement  of  such  acts,  and  reci- 
ptocally  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
recognizes  the  right  of  the  Government  of  China 
to  enacl  and  enfoi  ce  similar  laws  or  regulations  for 
the  registration,  free  of  charge,  of  labourers,  skilled 
or  unskilled  (not  merchants  as  defined  by  said  acts 
of  Congress),  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
China,  whether  residing  within  or  without  treaty 
pons,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
agrees  that  within  two  mouths  of  the  date  of  the 
exchange  and  ratification  of  this  convention,  and 
annually  thereafter,  it  will  furnish  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  China  registers  and  reports  showing  the 
full  name,  age,  occupation,  and  number  of  the  place 
of  residence  of  all  its  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
including  missionaries,  residing  both  within  and 
without  tieaty  ports  of  China,  not  including 
diplomats  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
residing  in  China  upon  official  business,  together 
with  their  body  and  household  servants. 

Article  6. — This  convention  shall  remain  in  foice 
foi  a  period  of  ten  years  beginning  with  the  date 
of  ihe  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  if,  six  months 
before  the  expiration  of  the  said  period  of  ten 
years,  neither  Government  shall  be  formally  given 
notice  of  its  termination  to  the  other,  it  shall  re 
main  in  force  for  another  like  period  of  ten  years. 
Signed  in  duplicate  this  17th  day  of  March,  1894. 

Walter  Q.  Gresham, 

Secietary  of  State. 
Yang  Yui, 
Chinese  Minister  to  the  United  States. 
Secretary  Gresham  in  conversation  with  a  Re- 
presentative noted  that  the  text  of  the  proposed 
new  treaty  with  China  had  been  published,  but  he 
added  that  it  had  not  been  made  public  by  the 
State  Department.    The  comments  of  public  men 
on  ihe  treaty,  showing  the  sentiment  toward  it, 
are  apparently  being  regarded  with  much  interest 
by  him. 


RIO  110  AT. 

Bow.  O.  Sagata. 

2.  S.  Sakamoto. 

3.  K.  Takasu. 

4.  N.  Yashiro. 

5.  T.  Suda. 

6.  TakinOi 

Cox.  Kiharii. 

GRKBN. 

Bow.     K.  Fujioka. 
2.        Y.  HamaiiOi 
2.         K.  Tosaka. 
H.  Nishi. 
K.  Shida. 
Y.  Sekimolo. 
Cox.  Y.  Nakaizumi. 

WHITE  BOAT. 
M.  Yoshino. 
S.  Takada. 
K.  Nansai. 
N.  Tachihara. 
T.  Ohara. 
K.  Tajima. 
M.  Hiraiishi*. 


Bow 

2. 

3- 
4- 
5- 
6. 

G 


PURPLI  IIOAT. 

R.  Voshida. 
N.  Saika. 
K,  Oihlma, 
R.  Yamada. 
S.  MisuuOi 
H.  Harada. 

S.  Mochida. 

Rim  BOAT. 

[,  Nomura. 
G.  Yoshida. 
T,  Audo. 
T,  Oinoi  i. 
S.  Osawa. 
K.  Suzuki 
Ta  Yonegawa. 

I'URPLE  BOAT. 

S.  Sekine. 

M.  Tokiye. 

S.  Omura. 
S.  Oshigata. 

K.  Isaka. 
S.  Ishimaru. 

K.  Niho. 


Japanbse  Sampans, 
red  boat.  white  boat. 

K.  Iliara.  T.  Tsuji. 

T.  Shirano.  Y.  Takahashi. 

Y.  Aoki.  K.  Miyako. 

J.  Kono.  Y.  Nakaizumi. 

Time,  12.41. 


Bow 
2. 
3- 
4- 
5- 
6 


PURPLE  BOAT. 
K.  Makino. 
R.  Ikeda. 
M.  Yoshino. 
K.  Hirose. 
S.  Niimoto. 
N.  Tachihara. 


Cox.  T.  Yamada. 


GREEN  BOAT. 

M.  Malsuoka. 

G.  Fumia. 

S.  Minamikumo. 

T.  Yamao. 

K.  Kawanishi. 

K.  Kawai. 

C.  Shiba. 


Bow 
2. 
3- 
4- 
5- 
6 


WHITE  BOAT. 

S.  Suzuki. 
K.  M01  ishima. 
T.  Okawara. 
S.  Oshigata. 
K.  Kakehi. 
K.  Shimamura 


Cox.  S.  Kohara. 


La.w. 


RED  BOAT. 

K.  Fuha. 
C.  Nagasawa. 
S.  Eto. 
T.  Sugawara. 
T.  Akaya. 
K.  Kishi. 
K.  Kashida. 
Time,  7.56. 

Medicine.  Engineering 


IMPERIAL  UNIVERSITY  REGATTA. 


The  Spring  Regatta  of  the  Teikoku  Dai  Gakko 
Undokwai  on  Saturday  last  was  a  most  suc- 
cessful affair,  most  of  the  races  being  closely 
contested,  while  theie  was  much  enthusiasm 
among  the  competitor  and  their  friends.  The 
strong  wind  which  began  to  blow  shortly  after 
noon  raised  clouds  of  dust  and  made  it  rather 
unpleasant  for  spectators.  H.I.H.  the  Crown 
Piince  and  suite  ai  rived  shoitly  after  one,  and 
remain  ed  until  the  Championship  had  been  rowed 
off,  when  he  took  his  departure,  being  loudly 
cheered  as  he  passed  the  sludeuts  who  had  been 
drawn  up  in  line  to  receive  their  prizes.  There 
were  also  a  number  of  foieigners  present,  while 
the  multicoloured  dresses  of  the  Japanese  ladies 
and  child!  en  added  brilliancy  to  the  scene.  A 
band  was  in  attendance  which  played  a  selec 
tion  of  music.  Enthusiasm  ran  high  when  the 
Championship  was  rowed,  this  being  won  by 
the  Law  Students,  who  were  chaired  by  their 
companions  and  carried  to  the  Stand,  where 
they  received  their  prizes,  silver  medals  inlaid 
with  gold  presented  by  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  and  the 
Championship  flag.  The  following  are  the  l  esults 
of  the  events,  the  first  six  being  rowed  in  the 
morning,  and  even  with  the  cancelling  of  two 
races  the  Regatta  did  not  finish  till  6  o'clock  : — 


GREEN  BOAT. 

K.  Shida. 
K.  Kawata. 
K.  Issaka. 
S.  Ishimaru. 
S.  Tanaka. 


Bow 
2. 
3- 
4- 

6.  S.  Kusakabe.  T.  Kawai. 

Cox.  T,  Ibukiyama.  S.  Aoki 


RED  BOAT.      WHITE  BOAT. 
S.  Mizuno.    A.  Mano. 
T.  Sato.         C.  Matsuno. 
H.  Hayama.G.  Mochida. 
G.  Moriya.    K.  Suzuki. 
S.  Yasaki.     S.  Osawa. 

Y.  Shima. 
Y.  Tomila. 


Law. 


BM Ol Mil R I  no.  M IDtOlMla 


Time,  6. 11. 


Bow. 
2. 
3. 
4- 
5- 
6 


GREEN  BOAT. 

M.  Atsula. 
K.  Fujimoto. 
D.  Tsui  uta. 
K.  Kagawa. 
K.  Tosaka. 
S.  Takala. 


Cox.   K.  Wadagaki. 


PURPLE  BOAT. 
C.  Shtrota. 
K.  Yoshikawa. 
T.  Kamiya. 
G.  Tsuji. 
S.  Niimoto. 
T.  Yamao. 
K.  Tamba. 


Bow. 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 


Cox. 


WHITE  BOAT. 

R.  Ito. 
K.  Hirose. 
K.  Senno. 
Tanaka 
Ando. 
Omori. 
Shimizu 


E. 
T. 
T. 
S. 


RED  BOAT. 

K.  Horiike. 
T.  Tokumi. 
K.  Fujioka. 
K.  Shimamura. 
I.  Nomura. 
S.  Tsulsumi. 
J.  Nakayama. 
Time,  7.41 . 


WHITE  BOAT. 

Bow.  J.  Kato 
2. 
3- 
4- 
5- 
6. 


E.  Kudo. 
C.  Sato. 
K.  Saigo. 
K.  Kawai. 
T.  Sato. 
Cox.  T.  Hashimoto. 


GREEN  BOAT. 

J.  Yokoboi  i. 
H.  Hayashi. 
M.  Shibukawa. 
E.  Suzuki. 
B.  Hayama. 
Y.  Shima. 
Y.  Arai. 


PURPLE  BOAT. 

Bow.  R.  Ito. 

2.  K.  Horiike. 

3.  R.  Tsumagi. 

4.  K.  Yoshikawa. 
3.  T.  Okawara. 
6.  K.  Kishi. 

Cox.  T.  Ito. 

WHITE  BOAT. 

Bow.  T.  T.  Fujita. 

2.  C.  Nagasawa. 

3.  M.  Aisuta. 

4.  E.  Tanaka. 

5.  I.  Eisaki. 

6.  Ta  Sugawara. 
Cox.  K.  Nakamura. 


GREEN  BOAT. 

K.  Fuha. 
T.  Tokumi. 
S.  Eto. 
Y.  Hamao. 
T.  Akadani. 
K.  Kagawa. 
C.  Shiba. 

RED  BOAT. 

M.  Malsuoka. 
K.  Fujimoto. 
T.  Nishimura. 
S.  Sekine. 
Ta  Iwasaki. 
K.  Kakehi. 
T.  Ohara. 


(JKHKN   IIOAT.   WMtIK   10 AT.     RID  BOAT. 

Bnw.  T.  Suda.  S.  Omnia.       M.  Shibukawa. 

I.  Ibukiyama.  Y.  Srkunoio.  K.  Saigo. 

3,      M>  Kobayaihi.  C,  Sato,         K.  Ito, 

N.  Yashiro.      T.  Kawada.     K.  Y.imada. 
Y.  Miuria        K.  Yamada.    K.  Tanigucllia 
u.      K.  Kuboia.     Ka  Takagi.     Ta  Kauamorf, 
Cox.  B.  Takahashi.  S.  Shiioia.      R.  Keep*, 
Anolher  close  race,  but  the  Law  Students  had  a 
lot  up  their  sleeve  and  won  by  half  a  leilgthi 
Time,  7.52. 

DaiMCKI  Koto  Cm;  Gakko. 


PURPLE  BOAT. 

Bnw.  U.  Matsumoio. 
2.  1.  Nishikawa. 

C.  Taitia 
S.  Hahazalo. 
H.  Okino. 
S.  Ban. 
Cox.  K.  Ito. 

GREEN  BOAT. 
Bow.      I.  Saito. 

2.  B.  Tezuka. 

3.  S.  Yokota. 

4.  I.  Sugimoto. 

5.  N.  Fukushima, 

6.  H.  Iwata. 
Cox.  S.  Ono. 


BLUE  BOAT. 

K.  Okamaisu. 
K.  Yamauchi. 
K.  Sano. 
M.  Ota. 
S.  Taka. 

H.  Mo.i. 
M.  Iwasa. 

WHITE  BOAT. 

K.  Fuse. 
Y.  Ozaki. 

I.  Murayama. 
T.  Imoto. 

S.  Watanabe. 
M.  Kuribayashi. 
K.  Mitani. 


Time,  7.02. 
College  Champion  Crews, 
law.  medicine.  engineering. 

Green  Boat.  Red  Boat.  White  Boat. 

M.  Kobayashi.  T.  Taniguchi.  A.  Mano. 
K.  Kawada.      T.  Kanamori.  T.  Matsuno. 


Y.  Mima.        K.  Ito.  G.  Mochida. 

K.  Kubota.      G.  Moriya.     T.  Kawada. 
S.  Tanaka.       S.  Yasaki.       K.  Yamada. 
S.  Kusakabe.   T.  Kawai.       K.  Takagi. 
Cox. B.  Takahashi.  S.  Aoki.  Y.Tamagawa. 
The  crews  kept  together  until  near  home,  when 
the  Law  Students  drew  away  and  won  amid  great 
excitement  by  about  two  lengths.    Time,  6.34. 

GREEN  BOAT.  RED  BOAT.         WHITE  BOAT. 

Bow.    O.  Sagata.    R.  Kawoku.    T.  Yokobori. 


K.  Tajima.    S.  Sakamoto.  K.  Nishi. 

K.  Oshima.  K.  Takasu.  Y.  Tamagawa. 

E.  Tsuki.      H.  Haruo.  S.  Hirota. 

K.  Kawai.     R.  Yoshida.  K.  Nansai. 

S.  Harada!    I.  Takino.  Y.  Tomita. 

Cox.  J.  Kono.       Y.  Arai.  S.  Mochida. 
Time,  7.29. 
Koto  Shogio  Gakko. 


Bow 

2. 

3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 


Cox 


RED  BOAT. 

T.  Kakiuchi. 
J.  Audo. 
"I.  Shizawa. 
I.  Mitani. 
T.  Yamaguchi. 
K.  Wada. 
R.  Saito. 


Bow 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 


WHITE  BOAT. 

J.  Nakayama. 
I.  Yoshitomi. 
T.  Kimura. 
A.  Tachikaw'a. 
S.  Nishio. 
K.  Sonoda. 
Cox.  T.  Kamiki. 


PURPLE  BOAT, 

K.  Nagano. 
S.  Kubota. 
S.  Kaminari. 
T.  Kato. 
Y.  Ota. 
S.  Kuboye. 
Y.  Yujiro. 

GREEN  BOAT. 

T.  Nakajima. 

T.  Miyaoka. 

K.  Okazaki. 

K.  Nagauma. 

J.  Kawarabayashi, 

J.  Shiogi. 

N.  Nakamura. 


Time,  6.53. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


This  was  a  well  contested  race,  but  Green  fell  al 
to  pieces  opposite  the  Stand.    Time,  8.40. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

London,  April  14. 
The  Navy  Estimates  have  been  brought  up 
in  the  House  of  Commons  and  agreed  to. 
Speaking  on  the  votes  for  the  building  of  new 
ships,  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  said  that 
it  was  intended  to  make  the  British  Fleet  equal 
to  the  fleets  of  any  two  foreign  countries  com- 
bined. 

London,  April  16. 
The  Riaz  Ministry  in  Egypt  has  resigned, 
and  a  new  ministry  has  been  formed  by  Nubar 
Pasha,  who  takes  the  portfolio  of  Premier.  The 
French  press  comment  upon  this  change  in  a 
most  acrimonious  tone. 

London,  April  18. 

The  House  of  Commons  read  a  second  time 
the  bill  introduced  by  Colonel  John  P.  Nolan 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Coercion  Act  of  1887,  the 
Government  supporting  the  bill. 

The  House  of  Lords  has  passed  the  Behring 
Sea  Award  Bill. 
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[Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail.") 
[From  the  "  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


London,  April  9. 

It  is  slated  that  King  Humbert,  Queen  Mar- 
gherita,  and  the  Prince  of  Naples  will  probably 
visit  Queen  Victoria  at  Florence  on  Tuesday. 

It  is  now  settled  that  teas  blended  in  Eng- 
land in  bond  will  have  to  pay  a  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  in  Canada. 

The  House  of  Commons  has  passed  the  East 
London  Waterworks  Bill  by  a  majority  of  one 
against  the  Government. 

April  10. 

The  Emperor  of  Germany  arrived  at  Venice 
on  Saturday  last,  and  had  the  grandest  and 
most  cordial  reception  that  it  was  possible  to 
arrange,  continual  fetes  in  honour  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's visit  being  held. 

It  is  understood  that  the  British  Government 
has  decided  to  retain  possession  of  Uganda  by 
means  of  local  administration. 

April  11. 

An  important  meeting  of  tea  traders  was  held 
in  the  City  yesterday,  at  which  resolutions  were 
adopted  protesting  against  the  imposition  of 
10  per  cent,  duty  on  tea  imported  into  Canada 
from  England.  The  meeting  appointed  a  de- 
putation to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  C.  H.  Tupper. 

April  12. 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Italy,  accompanied 
by  the  Prince  of  Naples,  visited  Queen  Victoria 
at  Florence  yesterday  in  semi-State.  Queen 
Victoria  afterwards  returned  the  visit. 

Colonel  Vaughan-Jones  has  been  appointed 
to  succeed  Sir  Charles  Warren  in  command  of 
Her  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  Straits  Settlements. 

April  14. 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery  has  announced  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  resolved  to  esta- 
blish a  British  Protectorate  with  a  regular  ad- 
ministration in  Uganda,  and  that  other  details, 
including  the  question  of  a  railway  to  Kikuyu, 
are  under  consideration. 

Sir  William  Harcourt  has  stated  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  it  is  not  intended  to  intro- 
duce a  Scotcli  Home  Rule  Bill. 

The  Legislative  Assembly  of  Ottawa  has  an- 
nounced that  though  imports  of  tea  will  be  per- 
mitted via.  England  on  through  bills  of  lading, 
purchases  from  bond  in  England  will  not  be 
allowed. 

The  Swazi  army  has  assembled  at  Bremers- 
dorf  to  protest  against  the  Transvaal  rule,  and 
demanding  autonomy  for  Swaziland. 


(From  Tonhim  P  APBRS.; 

Paris,  March  25. 

The  Journal  announces  .the  termination  of 
M.  de  Lanessan's  Governorship  of  Indo-China. 
The  Agence  Havas  denies  the  statement. 

Paris,  March  26. 

The  Socialist  Congress  in  session  at  Vienna 
is  considering  the  question  of  a  universal  strike. 

Paris,  March  28th. 

M.  Boulanger,  in  receiving  the  staff  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  said  that  the  establishment  of  a 
Ministry  for  the  Colonies  signalised  the  increas- 
ing importance  of  Colonial  affairs  and  called  for 
new  efforts.  He  will  strengthen  the  control  of 
the  inspecting  staff.  He  relies  on  the  loyal  as- 
sistance of  the  members  of  the  service,  who  may 
equally  rely  upon  him. 

Paris,  March  29. 

The  remains  of  Kossuth  have  been  removed 
to  Peslh.  Demonstrations  were  made  at  all 
the  Italian  stations  at  which  the  train  stopped. 

Paris,  March  30. 

The  Emperor  of  Austria  has  conferred  the 
order  of  St.  Elienne  on  M.  Carnot. 

The  French  and  Austrian  journals  consider 
the  conferring  of  this  decoration  as  indicating  a 
pacific  and  amicable  spirit. 

Paris,  Apt i  1  2. 

Gen.  Caprivi,  in  an  interview,  declared  that 
Germany  had  no  thought  of  disarming,  notwith- 
standing its  pacific  sentiments.  No  cloud  exists 
on  the  European  horizon; 

The  Russian  journals,  in  connection  with  the 


decoration  conferred  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
on  M.  Carnot,  dwell  on  the  pacific  spirit  of  the 
whole  of  Europe. 

The  daily  arrests  of  Anarchists  are  ceasing. 

General  Duchemin  will  this  year  inspect  the 
troops  of  all  arms  in  Indo-China. — Daily  News. 


[From  Manila  Papers.] 

Madrid,  March  30. 
At  Santander  to-day,  the  population  having 
been  ordered  to  retire  to  a  safe  distance,  four 
torpedoes  were  launched  for  the  destruction  of 
the  wreck  of  the  M  achichaco,  on  which  the  dy- 
namite explosions  occurred.  It  is  believed  that 
all  that  remained  of  the  hull  has  been  destroyed. 
The  work  was  accomplished  without  any  further 
accident. 

The  Minister  for  the  Colonies,  Senor  Becerra, 
in  reply  to  the  Deputies  for  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  stated  to-day  that  it  had  been  resolved  to 
stop  the  circulation,  officially,  of  foreign  money 
in  the  Spanish  Colonies. 

(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Osaka,  April  16,  12.45  p.m. 
The  Minister  of  Education  inspected  the 
Commercial  School,  the  Normal,  and  the  Higher 
Female  School  during  this  forenoon.  He  also 
visited  the  Iron  Foundry  on  the  banks  of  the  Uji- 
gawa  and  the  Spinning  Mills  at  Sangenya. 

Fukushima,  April  16,  3.10  p.m; 
The  fifteenth  general  assembly  of  the  Tokoku 
Political  Association  was  held  here  yesterday, 
at  which  over  two  hundred  people  were  present. 

Yamagata,  April  16th,  1.12  p.m. 
Influenza  and  typhoid  fever  are  very  pre- 
valent here,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  officials 
are  unable  to  attend  duty. 

Hiroshima,  April  17,  12.50  p.m. 
Some  leading  residents  of  this  town  propose 
constructing  a  railway  to  Miyajima  with  a  capital 
of  220,000  yen. 

Gifu,  April  18,  4. 11  p.m. 
Mr.  Inouye,  Minister  of  Education,  arrived 
here  to-day. 

Kyoto,  April  18,  1.40  p.m. 

Mr.  Spaulding,  of  the  Tiffany  Co.,  arrived 
here  last  night,  and  put  up  at  the  Tokiwa  Hotel. 

Osaka,  April  18,  7.52  p.m. 

About  3  p.m.  yesterday  a  fight  broke  out  be- 
tween some  150  fishermen  of  Hidaka  Distiict, 
Kishu  Province,  and  90  of  Kishiwada,  Izumi 
Province,  off  the  shore  at  Mioura  in  the  former 
District.  Seven  boats  belonging  to  Kishiwada 
were  upset,  fourteen  men  being  more  or  less 
severely  injured,  and  two  are  missing.  The 
Headman  of  Kishiwada  and  some  other  Kishi 
wada  fishermen  proceeded  to  the  spot  last  night. 

Soul,  April  16. 

Many  Koreans  are  much  incensed  at  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  subjecting  the 
remains  of  Kim  to  ignominious  treatment.  Since 
the  night  of  the  public  exposure  of  the  corpse 
some  suspicious-looking  men  have  been  wander- 
ing about  the  gibbet,  and  fears  are  entertained 
that  they  will  lake  the  butchered  remains  away. 
A  company  of  guards  was  to-day  despatched  to 
watch  the  remains.  The  residents  are  panic- 
striken. 

Nemuro,  April  18. 
A  foreign  sealing  schooner,  supposed  to  be 
the  Henry  Denis,  which  hails  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, has  run  011  a  shoal  off  Shibotsu  island. 

Morioka,  April  18,  11  a.m. 
An  American  employe*  on  a  Japanese  fish- 
ing vessel  was  assaulted  by  some  seamen  at 
Sunuga-saki  Point  last  night,  and  the  foreigner 
was  slightly  injured. 

Wakayama,  April  19,  2.40  p.m. 
A  violent  earthquake  was  felt  here  at  6.35 
a.m. 

Osaka,  April  19th. 
The  delegates  who  are  attending  a  grand 
general  assembly  of  various  Exchanges  through- 
out the  country,  have  agreed  lo  establish  a 
commercial  bank  with  a  capital  of  yen 
5,000,000.  and  Messrs.  Oye,  Isono,  Tamate, 
Yonekura,  and  Yoshida,  promoters  of  the 
gathering,  have  been  appointed  lo  take  charge 
of  business  connected  with  the  establishment  of 


the  bank  together  with  five  other  commissioners 
to  be  elected  from  the  deputies  of  the  united 
Exchanges. 

Osaka,  April  20,  3.20  p.m. 

At  a  special  general  meeting  of  shareholders 
of  the  Naniwa  Railway  Co.,  held  to-day,  it  was 
resolved  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  company 
from  yen  150,000  lo  yen  250,000. 

Nemuro,  April  20,  8.55  a.m. 

Four  of  the  crew  of  the  American  schooner 
Henry  Denis,  \jtfiich  went  ashore  a  few  days  ago 
near  Shibotsu  Island,  have  arrived  here,  and 
appealed  to  the  local  branch  of  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha  for  help.  The  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  has  despatched  a  steamer  to  the  spot. 

Soul,  April  19. 

The  corpse  of  Kim  Ok-kyiin  was  taken  down 
from  the  gibbet  yesterday,  and  the  Authorities 
are  yet  undecided  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  to  expose  it  at  prominent  places 
throughout  the  country,  or  to  bury  the  remains 
at  Chikuzan. 

Osaka,  April  20,  4.30  p.m. 
Upwards  of  five  hundred  supporters  of  the 
reassessment  of  the  value  of  taxable  land  met  at 
a  general  meeting  here  to-day.  The  inaugura- 
tion of  the  Great  Farmer's  League  took  place 
at  the  meeting. 


CHESS. 
 ♦  


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Chess  Editor.  ) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  1 1  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
MeHropole  on  Fridays  from  1  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  of  Problem  No.  117. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  R  to  B  3  1— K  X  R 

2 —  Q  to  Ki  3,  ch.  2 — K  to  Q  S 

3 —  Kt  to  K  6,  mate 

if  2— P  to  K  6 

3— Q  X  P  (K  3),  male 

1—  P  x  R 

2—  Q  to  Kt  6,  ch.  2--K  X  P 

3—  Kt  10  Kt  6,  mate 

if  1  — P  to  K  6 

2—  P  X  R 

if  2 — K  X  R,  or  other 
move. 

if  1  — K  X  P 

2— K  X  Kt 

if  2— K  to  Q  3 

if  1— P  to  R  7 
2— K  X  R 


2-  Q  X  P 

3 —  Kt  to  K  6,  mate 


3— Q  10  Q  3.  male 

2—  Q  to  Kt  7,  ch. 

3 —  Q  to  Kl  3,  mate 

3— Q  to  Q  B  7,  mate 
2— Q  to  Kt  6,  ch 


3^Q  X  P  (K  3),  mate 

if  2— K  X  P 

3— Kt  to  Kt  6,  mate. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega  ("  A 
good  problem,  sound  in  wind  and  limb,")  W.H.S., 
J.D.  (who,  like  ourselves,  found  the  vai  ialion  of 
I  —  P  X  R  extremely  difficult),  and  Aling  (who 
rematks  how  interesting  it  is  to  see  the  use  of  the 
Black  P  on  K  6  in  preventing  three  other  solutions.) 

Problem  No.  119. 
Motto  :  "  Labor  improbus  omnia  vincit." 

BLACK. 


!  mm.    iSI  w& 


■   MP   ■  i  ■  * 


WH  I  I  E. 

While  lo  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 


Steinitz-Lasker  Match. 
This  commenced  in  New  York  on  Thursday, 
15th  March,  and  recent  New  York  papers  give  the 
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lesult  of  llie  first  two  games.  They  weie  both 
'  l\uy  Lopez'  and  Lasker  scored  llie  hist  while 
Sleinitz  won  llie  second.  We  shall  publish  from 
lime  to  lime  llie  most  interesting  games  as  they 
come  to  hand. 

Game  No.  124. 
Prbnch  Dbfbncb, 


WHITE. 
—Fritz. 

1  P-K  4 

2  P—  Q  4 

3  Ki-Q  B3 

4  B— K  Ki  5 

5  B  X  Ki 

6  Ki— B  3  (a) 

7  B— Q  3 

8  P — K  R  4  (c) 

9  P-K  5 

10  B  x  P  ch. 

1 1  Kt— Kt  5  ch. 

12  Kt— K  2 

13  P  X  B 

14  Kt  P  X  P  e.p. 

15  Kt— B  4  ch. 

16  Q— Ki  4  (/) 

17  K — O  2 

18  Q—  Kt  6  ch. 

19  O — Kt  7  ch. 

20  G— Kt  8  ch. 

21  O  X  P  ch. 

22  R  X  R 

23  R  — R  8  ch. 

24  R-R  7  ch.  (g) 

25  Q-B7  ch. 

26  Kt — Ki  6  mate. 


BLACK. 
J.  Mason. 

1  P-K  3 

2  P-Q  4 

3  Kt— K  B  3 

4  B— K  2 

5  B  X  B 

6  Castles  (6) 

7  P-Q  Kt  3 

8  B— Kt  2 

9  B— K  2 

10  K  X  B 

11  K— Kt  3  (d) 
t2  B  x  Kt 

13  P-K  B4  (,) 

14  R— R  sq. 

15  K— B  2 

16  R  X  R  ch. 

17  P  X  P 

18  K— K2 

19  K—  K  sq. 

20  K— K  2 

21  K— B  sq. 

22  B — B  sq. 

23  K — Kt  2 

24  K  X  R 

25  K— R  sq. 


Notss. 

(a)  .— Best.  The  advance  of  the  King's  Pawn  is  more  effec- 
tive later. 

(b)  .— Herr  Fritz  proves  in  this  game  that  the  text  move  loses. 
Later  analysis  confirmed  that  result,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
White's  continuation  would  revolutionize  this  opening.  Herr 
Lasker,  however,  shews  that  if  Black  play  6P — QR3,  and  con- 
tinue later  with  P— QB^,  he  can  generally  obtain  an  even,  and 
often  a  superior  position. 

(«). — This  move,  followed  up  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  bishop,  was 
Herr  Friiz's  innovation. 

(dj.— There  is  nothing  better.  If  11...K— Kt  sq,  instead, 
then  13  Q— R5,  and  White  mates  next  move.  If  1 1  .  B  x  Kt  •  12 
PxB  dis  cl),  K — Kt3  ;  ii  Q— R5  ch,  K— B.j ;  14  R— R3  and 
mates  next  move. 

(«;.— If  13. ..Q  x  P  instead,  then  14  Kt— B4  ch,  K— B4  (if  14  ..Q 
x  Kt;  15  Q— 1<5  mate) ;  15  Q— Q3  ch,  K — Ktj  ;  16  Q— KR3  ch, 
K  x  Kt;  17  Q— KB3  mate. 

(ft — Beautifully  played!  White  continues  his  attack  in  a 
masterly  manner.  The  sacrifice  of  the  rook  is  only  temporary, 
as  black  cannot  capture  the  second  rook  on  account  of  the  threat- 
ened mate  by  Q  x  KP  ch,  and  Kt — Kt6  mate. 

C?).—  An  elegant  and  fitting  termination  to  a  beautiful  game. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 ♦  

THE   NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUE 
From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K.  Friday,  April  27th. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  April  21st.* 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  April  a8th.t 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  April  21st. t 

From      Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co.  Sunday,  April  29th. § 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  May  6th. || 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Sumlay,  May  6th. 

From  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Thursday,  May  10th. 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N.  D.  Lloyd  Wed'day,  May  16th. 

*  City  0/ Sydney  left  San  Francisco  on  April  4th,  +  China  left 
San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  April  loth,  t  Anctna  left  Kobe 
on  April  20th.  5  Natal  left  Hongkong  oil  April  igth.  ||  Belgic 
left  San  Francisco  on  April  19th. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  April  24th. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  April  28th. 

For  America    per  O,  &  O.  Co.  Friday,  May  4th. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai  per  M.  M.Co.  Saturday,  May  5th, 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  May  7th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  May  nth 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  May  12th. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong     per  N,  D.  Lloyd  Friday,  May  18th. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  May  19th. 


LA  'I EST  SHIPPING. 


Jas.  Grey 
General .— 


ARRIVALS. 
Port  Phillip,  British  steamer,  1,73: 

14th    April,  —  London    via  potts, 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Retrieve}',  American  schooner,  75,  14th  April, — 

Put  Bade,  340  Seals. — T.  M.  Laffin. 
Bothwell  Castle,  British  steamer,  I,683,  Robertson, 

14th  April, — London  via  ports,  Genetal. — Dod- 
well, CarJill  &  Co. 
Polyphemus,  British  steamer,  1,803,       F-  Seale, 

14th   April, —  Liverpool   via  ports,   General. — 

Bullei  field  &  Swire. 
Tritos,  German  steamer,  1,085,  Dossier,  14th  April, 

— Takao,  Sugar. — Flint,  Kilby  &  Co. 
Yamashiro  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,  14th  April, — Kobe  1 3 Lit  Apt  j I ,  General. 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 


Sessin  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
151I1  Apul,— Kobe  141I1  April,  General.— Wada 
Kogio  Kabiishiki  Kaislia. 

Bntbress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall, 
R.N.R.,  161I1  April,— Vancouver,  B.C.,  3rd 
Apt  1 1,  Mails  and  General. —  Frazar  &  Co. 

Nagoya  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,730,  F.  J. 
Biown,  16th  April, — Nligala,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaislia. 

Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Ikisei,  161I1 
Apiil, —  Kobe  I51I1  Apiil,  General. — Nada  Ko- 

gio~ Kabiishiki  Kaislia. 

City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  R.  R. 
Searle,  161I1  April, — San  Francisco  29th  March, 
Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
l6th  April*— Kobe  15H1  April,  General.— Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaislia. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

161I1  April, — Oiaiu  via  poi  ts  141I1  April,  Gene- 

ral. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Toyosliima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   684,  M. 

Malsumoto,    171I1     April,— Kobe    16th  April, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Ghazee,  Biitish  steamer,    1,827,  Scotland,  171I1 

April, — London  via  Shanghai,  General. —  Dod 

well,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Cardiganshire,   British  steamer,    1,657,  Sincock, 

17th  April, — New  Yoik  vid  ports,  General. 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Nuernberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  H.  Waller, 

17th  April, —  Hongkong  nth  April,  Mails  and 

General. — H.  Alliens  &  Co.,  Nachf. 
Dryfesdale,  British  steamer,  1,574,  J.  R.  Stewart, 

18H1    April, — Singapore  via.  ports,  General. — 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Volute,   Biitish  tank-steamer,  2,348,  Slott,  18th 

April, — Batoum,  Petroleum. — Samuel  Samuel 

&  Co. 

Victoria,  Bi  itish  steamer,  1,991,  J.  Panton,  R.N.R., 
181I1  April, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Suruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  447,  Muramatsu, 
19th  April, —  Kobe  17th  April,  General.  — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaislia, 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, 19th  April, — Hongkong  via  ports,  nth 
April,  Mails  and  General.  —  Frazar  &  Co. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
19th  April, — Otaru  via  ports,  General.  —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaislia. 

City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  American  steamer,  2,246, 
J.  T.  Smith,  19th  April, — Hongkong  via  ports, 
1.2th  Api  il,  Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Rambira,  Biitish  ship,  1,452,  H.  W.  Lancht,  19th 
April, — Cardiff  via  Nagasaki  8th  April,  2,000 
tons  Coal. — Jardiue,  Matheson  &  Co. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  C.  Olsen, 
19th  April, —  Kobe  18H1  April,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaislia. 

Rheingold,  German  steamer,  637,  Bahls,  19th 
April, —  Manila,  Sugar. — Chinese. 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
20th  April, — Shanghai  and  poits,  141b  Apiil, 
Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Achilles,  Biitish  steamer,  1,470,  Barllett.  21st 
April, — Liverpool  via  poi  ts,  General. — Butter- 
field  &  Swire. 


DEPARTURES. 
Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 

15th  April,— Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Burma,  Australian  steamer,  2,004,  F.  Paschich, 

15th   April, — Hongkong  via   Moji,    Ballast. — 

China  &  Japan  Trading  Co. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1, 160,  C.  Olsen, 

15th  April, — Kobe,   General.  —  Nippon  Yusen 

Kaislia. 

Port  Phillip,  British  steamer,  1,732,  Jas.  Grey, 

15th  April, —  New  York  via  ports,  General.— 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Sessiu  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 

15th  April, — Shinagawa, General. — Nada  Kogio 

Kabiishiki  Kaislia. 
Suminoye  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  856,  K.  Kori, 

15th  Apiil, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaislia. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  15th  April, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall, 
R.N.R.,    16th    April, — Hongkong    via  ports, 
Mails  and  General. —  Frazar  &  Co. 
Nagoya  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,730,  F.  J. 
Brown,  16th  April, — Fushiki,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaislia. 
City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  R.  R. 
Searle,  17th  April, — Hongkong  via  poi  ts,  Mails 
and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
17th  April, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaislia. 


Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  sleaiuci,  1,298,  Swain, 
171b  April,— Shajigliai  and  ports,  Mails  and 

General, — Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 
Tritos,    German    steamer,   1,085,    Dessler,  171I1 

Apiil,— Takao,  Ballast.— Flint,  Kilby  &  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 

18th  Api  il,—  Otaru  viA\  pol  ls,  General. —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaislia. 
Ilideyoshi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  465,  S.  Asai, 

[8 til  April,— Kobe,  Ballast.— Mitsui  Bussan 

Kaislia. 

Polyphemus,  British  steamer,  1,803,  R.  F,  Scale, 

iijlh  Apiil, —  Hongkong  via.  poits,  General. — 

Buttei  field  &  Swii  e. 
Ghazee,   Biiiish  steamer,   1,827,  Scotland,  191I1 

Apiil, —  Hongkong  v\h  ports,  Geueial. —  Dod- 
well, Carlill  &  Co. 
Saipan,  Biiiish  schooner,  75,  J.  T.  Blauchfield, 

R.N.R.,  19th  Apiil,— Guam,  Ballast.— Samuel 

Samuel  &  Co. 
Toyosliima  Maru,  Japanese    steamer,    684,  M. 

Malsumoto,    igth    Apiil,— Kobe,    General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 

19th   Apiil, —  Kobe,   General. —  Nippon  Yusen 

Kaislia. 

Cardiganshire,  British  steamer,  1,657,  Sincock, 
20th  April, — Otam,  Geneial.  — Dodwell,  Carlill 
&  Co. 

Forfait  (16),  French  cruiser,  Captain  Ricaloux, 
20th  April, — Nagasaki. 

Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  Hugo  Walter, 
20th  April, — Hongkong  via  porls,  Mails  and 
General.  — H.  Ahrens  &  Co.,  Nachf. 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, 20th  Api  il,— Vancouver,  B.C.,  Mails  and 
General. —  Frazar  &  Co. 

Victoria,  British  steamer,  1,991,  J.  Panton,  R.N.R., 
2  1st  April, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C., 
Mails  and  General. —  Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


A  RRI  V  ED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Kobe  :— 1  passenger  in  secund  class  and  18  pas- 
sengers in  steerage. 

Per  Biitish  steamer  Empress  of  India,  from 
Vancouver,  B.C.:— Mrs.  F.  L.  Babbotl,  Mr.  M. 
Baggallay,  Mr.  ].  Barrett,  Mr.  John  W.  Benson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Boyd,  Miss  Boyd,  Mr.  A.  J. 
H.  Carlill,  Miss  CI  loiiiard,  Mr.  F,  N.  C01  bin,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Craven,  Mr.  F.  A.  Ciindlll,  Mis.  Darrow, 
Mr.  F.  T.  Dwyer,  Mr.  F.  E.  Fernald,  Mr.  J. 
Ward  Hall,  Mr.  J,  Hawes,  Mr.  M.  H.  R.  Harris, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Heath,  Mr.  J.  Wesley  Ladd,  Mrs.  W. 
S.  Ladd,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Ladd,  Mr.  A.  D.  Lowe,  Mr. 
H.  Maki,  Mr.  H.  A.  J.  MacRay,  Mr.  M.  Marians, 
Mr.  M.  Malsumoto,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald, 
Mr.  C.  Oveibeck,  Miss  B.  L.  Poulette,  Mr.  O.  A. 
Poole,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  B.  Pi  alt,  Mr.  Harold  T. 
Pratt,  Mr.  H.  G.  Querns,  Mr.  Edgar  Quacken- 
bush,  Mr- J.  Richards,  Mr.  J.  Fied.  Rodenwald, 
Miss  M.  J.  Shea,  Mr.  A.  P.  Simpson,  Mr.  Neil 
Sinclair,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Smith  and  daughter, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Styan,  Miss  M.  A.  Terry,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Wil  sou,  and  Mr.  H.  Witte  in  cabin. 

Per  Amei  ican  steamer  City  of  Peking,  from  San 
Francisco  :— Mr.  F.  H.  Leggetl,  Mis.  J.  R.Wolfe, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Hellyer  and  family,  Dr.  W.  R.  Faries 
and  family,  Mr.  J.  A.  Murray,  Rev.  J.  W.  Moore, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Haiding,  Miss  L.  Moore  and  child, 
Mr.  Richard  Haasis,  Miss  E.  Boardman,  and 
Mr.  Frank  Samuels  in  cabin. 

Per  Geiman  steamer  Nurnberg,  from  Hong- 
kong : — Mr.  Geoige  Giiffith,  Mr.  Charles  Lund, 
Mr.  Henry  Win,  Mr.  Geoige  Thursby,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Zillacus,  Mr.  R.  Krebs,  and  Mr.  Fr.  Kruse 
in  cabin  ;  Mrs.  Ohstsakang,  Mrs.  Fuji  Tetsii 
Komye  and  child,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schulenbach  and 
child,  Mr.  T,  W.  Eckhoff,  Mr.  Chang  Lee  Yuri, 
Mr.  l  ow  Chen  Tang,  Mrs.  Chang,  Mr.  Lee  Yun 
Bet,  Mr.  Sing  Tun,  Mr.  Yeik,  Mr.  Chang,  and 
Mr.  Chai  in  second  class,  and  47  Chinese  on  Deck. 

Per  British  steamer  Victoria,  bom  Hongkong 
via  ports:  — Mr.  E.  S.  Whealler,  Mr.  A.  Coutts, 
Miss  C.  A.  Stone,  and  Miss  M.  Holbrook  in 
cabin  ;  and  140  passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  fiom 
Hongkong  via  ports  :  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huilon, 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Murray,  Miss  MacKintosh, 
Mi.  and  Mrs.  Ashmore,  Lieut.  Payne,  Mrs.  D.  E. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Post,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Konnor,  Mr.  J. 
Otto,  Mr.  J.  Irish,  Lieut.  E.  D.  Ogilvie,  Mr.  G. 
W.  Lake,  Mr.  and  Miss  Kirkpatrick,  Mrs.  Kellar, 
Mr.  Fernald,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Player,  Mr.  Lees, 
Mrs.  Stewait,  Miss  C.  Bell,  Mr.  Jubinj  Rev.  and 
Miss  Swan,  Misses  Brandon  (2),  Mr.  May,  Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J,  C.  Bois,  Miss  Phillips, 
Mr.  McLean,  Miss  Kitvahan,  Mr.  D.  Glass,  Master 
A.  H.  Tapley,  Mr.  W.  Dickinson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gulland.  Mr.  and  Mis.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  S.  Smith, 
Mr.  E.  Runge,  Miss  MacCailhy,  Mr.  R.  Lundt, 
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Mr.  Wilfoid,  Mr.  R.  Garvey,  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Campbell,   Miss  While,   Miss  Young,  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  J.  Foster,  and  Mr.  F.  Cliapin  in  cabin  ;  7 
passengers  in  second  class,  and  410  passengets 
in  Asiatic  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
from  Hongkong  via  poi  ts  :— Mr.  A.  J.  Sisson,  Mr. 
J.  S.  Hamilton,  Mr.  H.  C  Dring,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  and  servant,  Mr.  T.  Benson,  Captain  C. 
Cass,  Lieut.  C.  J.  Gareia,  Mr.  R.  Lane,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Win.  Young,  and  Mr.  K.  Shimidzu  in  cabin. 
For  San  Francisco: — Sin  geon-Major  O.  Cusack, 
Rev.  and  Mis.  Jamiesotl,  Miss  Jamieson,  Rev.  H. 
J.  Von  Qualen,  and  Dr.  and  Mis.  C.  S.  Ten  ill  in 
cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogau,  Mr.  E.  C. 
Clillierow,  Dr.  Epoff,  Mr.  V.  Kurilaff,  Mr.  T.  A. 
Rongine,  Mr.  S.  Yamada,  Mr.  S.  Iwano,  and  Miss 
Daisy  Filzgerald  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wong, 
Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oka,  Mr.  Oka,  Master 
Oka,  Mrs.  N.  Kawaguchi,  Mr.  Marshall  Lucas, 
Mr.  Sakai,  Mr.  T.  Nakayama,  and  Mrs.  Matsu- 
moto  in  second  class,  and  92  passengers  in  steei  age 

DEPARTED. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India,  foi 
Hongkong  via  ports:— Mr.  Loveland,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Andrews,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuska,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lindsley  and  two  children,  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Tilden,  Miss  Diveis,  Mrs.  May  and  couriei,  Mis. 
Becli  and  maid,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Macey,  Master 
Macey,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Ladd,  Miss  Ladd,  Mr.  Ladd, 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  Mr.  Pratt,  Mr.  Brockhurs! 
Mis.  L-  Bobbatt,  Mrs.  Ewing,  and  Mr.  Fernald 
in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese    steamer    Yokohama  Maru,  f 
Shanghai  and  ports  : — Miss  Lombard,  Mis.  L.  B. 
Graham,  Miss  H.  Beach,  Miss  F.  A.  Duffield 
Miss  E.  Bourdenan,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Wolfe,  Archdeacon 
J.  R.  Wolfe,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Faries,  child,  and  infant, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  B.  Sill  and  son,  Mr.  and  M 
Stanley  Smith  and  child,   Mr.  J.  W.  Haidii 
Mr.  H.  N.  Macondray,   Mr.  J.  A.  Murray,  and 
Mr.  H.  Worbs  in  cabin  ;  Messrs.  R.  Tsunoda,  N. 
Ozawa,  and  Hayala  in  second  class,  and  45. pas 
sengers  in  steerage. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  for  Hongkong 
via  ports:— Mr.  H.  Victor  Gielen,  Rev.  Williams 
and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Zilliacus,  Captain  Holm 
and  family,  Messis.  Charles  Lund,  B.  J.  Jackson, 
M.  W.  Kochen,  T.  Saito,  K.  Imaidzumi,  and  A 
Duncan  in  cabin  f  3  Chinese  in  second  class  ;  I 
European  in  third  class,  and  8  Chinese  on  deck 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  for  Van 
couver,  B.C.  :  — Misses  Alcock  (3),  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Alloway,  Mr.  Archer,  Loid  and  Lord  Ashbuiton, 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Bois  and  3 children,  Misses  Brandon 
(2),    Mr.   Brown,    Mr.   Bright,    Rev.   and  Mis 
Campbell,  Mr.  Chapin,  Mis.  Churchill,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Co.ry,  Mr.  Cony,  Mr.  Dewey,  Mr.  W.  W. 
Dickenson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.   Dickson,  Colonel  and 
Mis.  Dowden,   Misses  Du   Bois  (2),  Mr.  Elliott, 
Mr.  Evelyn,  Miss  Fesca,  Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  M 
Garvey,  Mr.  D.  Glass,  Mr.  Grace,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Gullaud,    Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haw 
kins  and  child,  Miss  Holmes,  Mr.   Ito,  Di.  and 
Mrs.  Johnstone,   Mr.   Kinahan,   Miss  Kiuahan, 
Mr.  Knkpati  ick,  Mr.  and  Mis.  J.  H.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Lewis,   Mr.  an  d   Mrs.   Little,   Mr.   Lundt,  M 
Macintosh,  Mr.  May,  Miss  McCarthy,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McGeo,   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moslhaf,  Miss  Mos 
thaf,   Mr.    M.  T.  Murray,  Hon.   Mr.  and  Mis. 
North,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Paikin,  Mr.  Peel,  Rev. 
Dr.   and    Mrs.    Perin,    Misses  Pei  in    (2),  Miss 
Phillips,   Miss  Plait,   Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Player,  M 
Rumley,  Mr.   Rungr,  Mr.  Seth,  Misses  Simpson 
(2),  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  H.  W.  Smith;  Mr.  W.  M. 
Smith,  Mr.  and   Mis.  J.  C.  Smith,   Mr.  Saville 
Smith,  Mr-  .!•  C.  Stewart,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stodait, 
Rev.  Mr.Swann,  Miss  Swann,  Miss  Swan,  Master 
Talpey,  Mr.  L.  J.   Thomson,  Mr.  171  mail  11,  Sir 
Chas.  Warren,  Miss  White,  Mr.  Wilford,  M 
Yai  dley,  Rev.  Mr.  Yokoi,  and  Miss  Young  in  cabi 


REPORTS. 
The  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  Captain 
Searle,  reports :  — Left  San  Francisco  the  29th 
Maich  at  4.03  p.m.;  expeiieuced  foggy  weaiher, 
clearing  al  limes,  with  light  to  moderate  N.W.  to 
S.S.W.  winds,  small  sea,  and  moderate  swell  to 
the  l8o°  meridian,  which  was  crossed  Apiil  gih  ; 
on  the  10th,  I  Ilh,  and  1 2th  fresh  breeze,  1  ough 
well  and  sea  with  clear  weaiher  and  passing 
squalls;  on  the  13th  fresh  breeze  from  N.  to  S.E. 
moderate  to  small  sea  and  swell,  fine  weather 
with  occasional  light  rain  and  mist;  on  the  14th 
wind  hauled  fiom  S.E.  to  N.W.  blowing  a  fi esh 
gale  with  rough  sea  and  swell,  wind  hauling  sud- 
denly on  the  l6lh  to  the  N.E.  blowing  fresh  gale 
with  heavy  sea  running  ;  genetally  fine  and  clear 
weather  the  entire  ti  ip. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain 
T.  Sakai,  reports:— Left  Hakodate  the  141I1  April 
at  8  a.m.;  had  rainy  weather  and  high  southerly 
sea.  Ai  lived  at  Oginohama  the  15th  at  10,40 
a.m.  and  left  al  5.20  p.m. ;  had  clear  weather  wilh 
strong  breeze  and  high  following  sea;  on  the  16th 
clear  weather  throughout  the  day.  Ai  rived  al 
Yokohama  al  5.45  p.m. 

The  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  Captain  Wal- 
ter, reports  :— Left  Hongkong,  April  I2lh  at  5.50 
a.m.;  during  the  whole  passage  had  fine  weather 
ight  variable  winds  and  lighl  sea;  much  fog  in 
the  Formosa  Channel  and  were  detained  several 
ours.  Ai  rived  at  Yokohama,  April  17th  at  7.40 
p.m. 

The  British  steamer  Victoria,  Captain  J.  Pan  ton, 
R.N.R.,  reports  :— Left  Hongkong  the  IOth  April 
at  noon,  and   Kobe  the  17th  atll.i5a.1n 
ived  at  Yokohama  the  18th  April  al  e  p.m. 
ight  variable  winds  and  fine  weather. 

The  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Captain  J.  T.  Smith,  reports  -.  —  Left  Hongkong 
the  I2lh  April  at  7  a.m.,  via  Nagasaki  and  Kobe. 
An  ived  at  Yokohama  the  19th  Apt  il  at  2. 15  p.m 
Passage,  7  days,  5  hours,  and  33  minutes, 
fine  weather  the  entire  liip. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  Captain 
C.  Olsen,  repot  ts -.—Left  Kobe  the  181I1  Apt  il  at 
noon;  had  light  variable  winds  and  fine  weather 
throughout  the  passage.  Time  of  arrival  the  19U 
April  at  4  p.m.  . 

The  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  Captain  fc, 
W.  Haswell,   reports  :  — Left  Shanghai  the  141I 
Apiil  al  5.10  a.m.;  had  light  vatiable  winds  and 
fine  weather.    Art  ived  at  Nagasaki  the  15th  at 
9  15  p.m.  and  left  the  16U1  at  5  p.m.;  had  fine 
Hher  but  hazy.    Arrived  at  Moji  the  17th  at 
6  15  a.m.  and  lefl  the  same  day  ;  had  similar  wea 
(her.     Arrived  at  Kobe  the  l8lh  at  7. 15  a.m.  an 
fl  the  19th  at  3.15  p.m.;  had  fine  weather  a 
the  way,  the  latter  pait  fresh  S.W.  winds  an 
increasing.    Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  20th  Apt 
at  5  50  P-'»-   


A 
Had 


LA  TEST  COMMERCIAL. 


t  t)  1  I  On   VA  ItriS.  eiK  piool. 

l,.s   iO/m,  Onliinuy    — 

Mos.  16/24,  Medium   $38.00  lo  39  00 

Sos.  i6/34,  Good  lo  llest   39-5°  to  40.50 

Nos.  16/24,  Iteveise   — 

Sos.  a8/32,  Ordinary   41  00  to  42.00 

Sos.  28132,  Medium   42.00  to  43.00 

Sos.  28/32,  Good  to  Itcst   43-00  to  44  00 

Sos.  38/  |2,  Medium  to  Hest    46.00  to  47.00 

So.  ,1  2S,  Two-fold    45.00  to  46.00 

iSo.l|2s,  [wo-fold    52.00  1054.00 


So.  20s,  Honihay    — 

So.  16s,  liomhav    — 

MIC  I  AI.S. 

No  change  whatever.  Exchange  seems  on  the 
turn  downward  once  but  more,  and  buyers  are  not 
eager  lo  enter  into  fresh  contracts. 

Kin  PIC  If  I.. 

flat  Mais,  i  inch    »3-6o  to  3.65 

Plat  liars,  i  i licit   3  7°  lo  3-75 

Won nd  ami  ;icjiiaie  up  to  J  inch    3.60  lo  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3.70  to  3. So 

Sheet  Iron   4-75  to  5.00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20  to  9.80 

Wiie  Nails,  assorted    6  00(06.25 

I'in  Plates,  per  hox   6.10  to  6  30 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    1.70  to  1. 75 

IMCKOSICNIt . 
Mat  ket  unchanged  but  firm.     No  sales  to  report. 
The  Volute  has  an  ived  wilh  oil  in  hulk  from  Ba- 
toum,  but  there  is  nothing  new  to  say  aboul  prices 
or  deliveries. 

Cliester    .7  =  4  to  1.75 

Comet    1  - 70   to  1.72J 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.67^101.70 

Russian  Moon    1.65   to  1.67I 

SUGAH. 

Brown — Arrivals  are  again  larger  than  sales, 
and  the  stock  increases.  Prices  weaker  in  con- 
sequence, and  are  not  strong  at  quotations.  White 
Refined— Market  steady  at  last  quotations. 

exK  riciil.. 

iSrown  Takao    ?4-no  to  4.75 

Brown  Manila    5-20  to  5.30 

Brown  Daitong   3.60103.70 

Brown  Canton   4-4"  t°  4  50 

White  Java  and  Penang   7-'°  '°  7-2o 

White  Kenned    7  50  to  9  50 


CARGOES. 
Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama 


Maru, 

Shanghai  and  ports  :  — Treasui  e,  $131,800.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  for  Van- 
couver, B.C. :  — 

TEA. 

CHICAGO  NIW  YORK  PACI- 

AND  ANI>  FIC  01HER 

CANADA.  WEST.       EAST*      COA S  C .  CIT IES. 

Hongkong   —       —       —  7 


Calcutta 

Nagasaki    570 

Hyogo    — 

Yokohama    ...  393 


240 
50 


38 


47        —  — 


Total    963  290 

SILK. 
NEW  YORK. 

Shanghai    118 

Yokohama   155 


17 


46 


OTHER  CITIEI. 


Total 


*73 


'.353 

TOTAL. 
,  Il8 

■  "55 
•  273 


IMPORTS. 
Nothing  doing  in  Grey  Yarns  or  Shirtings  fo 
immediate  delivery.  The  enquiry  for  9lb.,  men- 
tioned in  our  last,  has  resulted  in  the  sale  of  some 
thousands  of  pieces  "to  arrive,"  but  "spot 
ca.go  is  dull  as  ever.  Other  goods  seem  to  be  in 
no  demand  :  and  with  the  exception  of  some  little 
business  in  Woollen  Italians  and  Mousselines, 
nothing  has  been  done.  Quotations  are  nominal, 
and  would  have  to  be  reduced  if  holders  wanted 
lo  push  iheir  wares. 

co  i  ron  neck  goods. 

I'M.    )'  I  &  C  X  • 

Giey.Slii»tiiigs^8ilb,38iyds.3yiucltb»  $2.40  102  90 
(i.ey  Shillings— ylli,  3»4  yds.  45'"C|ies    2°°    lo  3  35 

1'.  Cloth— 7 111,  24  yaids,  32i,nclies   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  41  inches... 
Pi  hits— Assoi  ted,  24  yards,  30  inches... 
Cotton— Italians  and Satteeus  Mack,  3 » 

inches   

Velvets—  Black,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches... 
turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4I0,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Weds— 2.8  to  3II1,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   •••• 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

Turkey  Keds— 4.8  to  51b,  24/25  yards, 

32  i nches   

W00M.KT1S. 

Flannel  •   )»  °-<5 

Italian  Cloth.  30  yaids,  32  inches  hest  0.35  to  0.40 
Italian   Cloth,   30   yaids,   32  inches 

Medium  ;  

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   • 

MoitMcline  de  I  .nine— Crape,  2 1  yaids, 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilot;,,  51  %  5*  inches    0-35 

Cloths— President;.,  y|      56  inches    ...  0.00 

Cloths — Union,  54  (<§  .s6  inches    0  40 

Blankets— Scat  let  and  Gieen,  4  to  sill), 

lier  Ui   °-45 


1.70  lo  2.00 

1.70  to  2.35 

"  75  l°3'75 

fen  VAiui . 

0  16  to  o  21 
6.85  to  9,05 
0.85  to  1 .00 

|>BK  KIXCK. 

1.55  to  1  70 

1  80  to  2,10 

2,35  to  2.80 

3  00  to  3.20 

rtll  YARD. 


o  30 


0.25 


0.15 


I"  0.3.S 
ll>  0.30 
lo  0.22J 

lo  0.50 
to  o.«5 
to  0.70 

to  o.57i 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  131I1  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  g5 
piculs,  divided  thus :— Filatures,  59  piculs ; 
Kakeda,  14  piculs;  Oshu,  22  piculs.  In  addition 
to  this,  direct  shipments  have  been  226  bales, 
making  the  total  business  of  the  week  300  piculs. 

The  market  has  fallen  upon  very  quiet  times, 
and  advices  from  consuming  maikets  aie  dull 
indeed,  there  being  little  or  no  demand.  Selleis 
are  getting  anxious,  with  a  slock  of  7,500  piculs 
and  more  silk  in  the  country.  They  ate  now 
offering  their  goods  freely  and  prices  are  about 
$20  lower  than  a  week  ago  ;  bul  even  this  does  not 
tempt  buyers  to'  any  great  extent,  and  holders 
must  give  way  yet  further  if  they  wish  to  do  any 
trade  worthy  of  the  name. 

The  present  state  of  affairs  gives  a  very  strong 
contrast  lo  that  of  the  same  date  last  year.  Then, 
with  a  very  small  stock,  we  had  a  very  lively 
mat  ket  ;  and  best  Filatures,  fine  size,  were  quoted 
as  high  as  $1,200,  with  exchange  on  Lyons  fcs.  3.49. 
To-day  the  same  silk  could  be  bought  at  something 
over  $800,  with  an  exchange  of  fcs.  2.70  ;  and  yet 
these  pi  ices  do  not  seem  to  induce  business. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  oppoi  tunilies 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  Oceanic,  14II1  April, 
had  370  bales  for  the  United  Stales  trade,  and  the 
Verona,  same  date,  197  bales  for  Europe.  These 
departures  make  the  present  expoit  figures  40,083 
piculs,  against  45,204  piculs  last  year  and  44,979 
piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892.  The  out-going 
mail  steamers,  Canadian,  Atneiican  and  German, 
will  probably  have  a  little  silk,  patticulats  of 
which  will  be  given  in  our  next. 

Hanks. — No  business.  There  is  practically  no 
stock  remaining. 

Filatures. — There  has  been  a  small  business 
doing,  but  prices  are  veVy  irregular  and  no  reliable 
quotations  can  be  giveu  until  some  steady  trade 
takes  place.  Bushu  Filatures,  fine  size,  have  been 
done  at  $780,  with  second  quality  at  $750.  In  full 
sizes,  one  parcel  of  Rujokan  is  entered  in  the  books 
at  $780,  while  Japanese  expoiters  are  reported  to 
have  paid  $760  for  Shunmeisha.  It  is  difficult  to 
tell  whete  ptices  really  are  and  no  doubt  some 
bold  offers  would  bring  good  silk  at  veiy  reason- 
able prices. 

Rereels  —  No  sale  at  all  and  it  is  probable  that 
holders  would  meet  buyers  on  a  very  fair  basis,  if 
the  buyers  were  to  he  found. 

Kakeda. — Until  the  last  two  days  these  were 
held  comparatively  strong,  and  even  up  to  the 
14th  instant  a  patcel  of  Horsehead  was  said  to  he 
done  at  the  old  price  of  $730.    To-day,  however, 
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h  titnllai  piucliase  is  repotted  at  $71)0,  and  ilii-. 
will  seive  to  show  how  the  m.iikei  i-.  tending, 

(hint. — One  or   two  small   purchases;  llama 
tsuki  hoolced  at  $675,  while  Hohushin  is  noted  at 
$685.    Theie  is  now  no  stock  of  this  class,  hut 
probably  some  more  coulil  he  hail  from  the  intei  ioi 
if  1  eqnii  t  il. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Il.i.ks— 14».  it  

Hanks — No .  J  ( Sliinsliu )    — 

I  lanlis— No.  1  (  loslni )    — 

I I  attics —  No.  14  (Slunsliti)   _ 

llanlis— No.  a*  ( ] 11 )   — 

llanlcs — No.  :\  to  .1    — 

llanlis — No.  3    — 

llanlcs — No.   — 

[filet urea — Itxlia  10/ia  deniers   Norn.  $830 

Filatures — lr. x t ■  a  1,1/15  deniers    Norn.  — 

Filatures — No.  1,  ic/rj  tleiiion   $810  to  820 

Fileiiuei — No.  1,  13/15,  M/jri  >len   800  to  Sio 

Filatures— No.  i},  10/14  deniers    ..  75010  71*0 

Filatures— No.  it.  13/ift,  ij/i/'leii   750  to  760 

Filatuies — No.  2.  10^15  denier*    720  to  730 

Pilatmes — No.  3,  1 4/18  deniers    72010  730 

Filatuies — No.  3,  1  i/ao  denial s    700  to  710 

Re-reels — Kxtra    — 

Re-ieels— (Oslin)  Kent  N<>.  >    Nora.  — 

Re-ieels — No.  I,  13/15,  I j/lff deniers   750  to  760 

He-ieels — No.  it,  l-J/lfS,  1,1/17  iteiiieis   72010  730 

lie-ieeta — No.  2,  14/18  nenieis...   70010  710 

Ke-ieels — No.  24,  14/18  deniers    680  to  690 

He-ieels — No.  3,  1  |/ao  deiiieis    660  to  670 

Kalcedas — Extra    760  to  7/0 

Kalcedas — No.  1    730  to  740 

Kalcedas — No.  1 4    700  to  710 

Kalcedas— No.  2    670  to  680 

Kaicedas — No.  24    650  to  660 

Kalcedas — No.  3    — 

Kalcedas — No.  jj    — 

Kalcedas — No.  4   — 

Osliu  Sendai — No.    — 

HainatstiWi — No.  1,  2    Nom.  — 

Hamatsiiici — No.  3,  1    Nom. 

>odai —  Nci .  it   — ■ 

M  xp.ui  Haw  SilU   Tables  to  20th  April,  i  8i>4-  - 

SvtiliM  1  H  g3-  I  S04  .  1893*93.  1891-92. 

Ktlll.  M.IK*.  ll.tKK. 

K..i..|.e                                       22.4QI  I7.760  l6,329 

Ameiio.                                       '6,352  26,653  27,644 


<  Italca  38,843 
(  I'tcuh.  40,083 


44,422 
45.204 


-icIllenicnlK  ami  Direct 

lixporl  f  1 0111  1st  ) uly 
Stock,  20th  April   7,500 


40,500  45,600 


1,250 


43,973 
44.979 

45.45° 
4,650 


A  u  ail  ft  I  tie  h  11  p  plies  to  date  48,000        46,850        50. 100 

WASTE  SILK. 

Considerably  more  business  has  been  done  this 
week  and  the  settlements  amount  to  868  piculs, 
divided  thus: — Noshi,  417  piculs;  Kibtso,  451 
piculs.    No  direct  shipments  this  week. 

There  seems  to  have  been  much  more  en- 
quiry with  the  result  that  a  fair  business  lias 
passed  at  full  rates.  Holdets  are  veiy  stubborn 
and  will  not  listen  to  any  reduction  in  prices  in 
spite  of  the  large  stock.  We  thinlc  they  must 
come  down  ere  long,  but  at  present  they  seem  to 
hold  without  any  inconvenience. 

There  has  been  one  shipping  oppoi  tuuity  since 
we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer  Verona, 
14th  instant,  taking  140  bales  for  Europe.  This 
departure  makes  the  present  expoi  I  figures  42,834 
piculs,  against  37,825  piculs  last  year,  and  28,157 
piculs  at  the  same  dale  in  1892.  The  outgoing 
mail  steamers  will  have  some  cargo — particulars 
in  out  next. 

Fietced  Cocoons. — All  trade  for  abroad  seems 
finished  for  the  season,  and  the  small  remain- 
ing stock  will  probably  be  absorbed  by  the  native 
spinners. 

Noshi. — There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  busi- 
ness ;  Medium  Filatures,  $135;  Fan  Oshu,  $135; 
Medium  Joshu,  $70  lo  $75;  Shimhu,  $95.  Theie 
is  still  plenty  of  stock,  but  orders  aie  not  plentiful. 

Kibtso. —  Again  there  has  been  considerable 
business  in  Filatures,  pi  ices  fur  best  running  up 
lo  $120,  and  it  is  said  thai  a  fractional  advance 
has  been  paid  on  this  figuie  for  something  special. 
Medium  and  Common  qualities  have  been  done  at 
$HO  to  $100. 

Maviata  and  Sundries  have  given  1  ise  to  no 
transactions  this  week. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — <5o6d  to  Hest   — 

Noshi-ito—  Filature,  liest   $145  '<>  '5° 

Noslii-ito— Filature,  Good    "35  to  '4° 

Moshi-ito— Filature,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noslii-ito— Osliu,  Good  to  llest    130  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  lies!   — 

Moshi-ito — Shinslitij  Good   100  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium    90  to  95 

Noslii-ito — RltsliU,  (iood  to  l!e;;l   120  to  130 

Noslii-ito — Josliu,  Hest    — 

Noslii-ito—  j osliu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — Joslltl,  Ordinary   65  to  70 

Kibiso— Filature,  Hest  selected    1  10  to  120 

Kibiso— Filature,  Seconds    100  to  105 

Kibiso— Osliu,  Good  lo  Heat    70  to  80 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Hest   — 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Seconds   — 


\      11— -|osliu ,  (iniiil  lo  Pali   40  to  35 

Kilnsii — |omIiii,  Mlddllnii  lo  ( *<i  in  in  11  n    35  to  30 

(ill'lM — Diclioji,  (iood      35  to  30 

Kihitio — I  laclioji,  Alediiini  Ik  l.oiv    2510  20 

X  ilnso— Neti,  Good  lo  (  iiininiiii    — 

Vlawala  —  Ootid  In  Hest    170  lo  180 

r  n  i>oi  I  1  a  hie  Waste  Slllc  lo  20lh  Api  il,  1804.  - 

aSktiiH  I "03*04 .     i"i|i-")j.  iNi)i'9J. 

P 1411  it.      I'  "■  Pl'owti, 

Waste  Silk                        21,603       35. '33  26,058 

I'iprcad  Goi'iinns,..              3, 33 1        2,692  2,099 


-4.8.14  37,825  28,157 

ieUleine.,..,  -...I  Dl.ccC  )  '  ^"0  ''"^ 

E  icpoi  t  limn  ist  J  uly   )     "  ^J,/  '  '  J 

itoclc,  2otli  April    15, 400  2,700  7,800 


A  vHilnlile  ni|>|ilm*  In  date  42,500        46,400  38,850 

Exchange  after  rising  a  point  or  two  has  declin- 
ed again  lo  something  near  last  week's  rates  :  — 
I. on  don,  4111/s.  C.i  edits,  2/1-4  ;  Documents,  2/1 1 ; 
(im/s.  Ciedits,  2/2.  New  YoRK,30d/s.  U.S.  $52  ; 
4111/s.  U.S.  $53.  Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  Ics. 
2.70 ;  6m/s,  fcs.  2.72. 

Ks  l  (mated  Silk  Slock,  20lh  Apiil,  irfu4:  — 


RlK.  *ICULS 

Ha  11  Ics    5 

Filafiires    3,6oo 

He-reeis    3>030 

■valceria    855 

Osnu    — 

Vavsaam  Kinds   ...  10 


W  A  B1  I .  PICULS. 

Cocoons   150 

Noshi-ito    8,290 

Kibiso    6,470 

Mawata   150 

Sundries    340 


15,400 


Total  piculs    7,500        Total  piculs. 

TEA. 

Nothing  new  in  this  maiket.  Everything  goes 
favourable  for  New  Ctop,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
month  there  should  be  some  eaily  parcels  ready 
for  shipment.  There  will  piobably  be  a  few  ad- 
vance musters  on  the  City  of  Rio  de  'Janeiro 
leaving  poi  t  to-day. 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  went  up  early  in  the  week  a  point  or 
two,  but  has  again  declined  to  about  last  week's 
rates. 

Sterling — Bank  T. T   2  !o| 

M.cil!tl|j  —  llanli  IUU.«.»'l  demand    2  1 

Steiling — Hank  4  months'  sight    2/if 

ilei  iing — Private  4  mon tils'  sigh I   2/ if 

Siciling — Private  C  months'  sight   a/ij 

On  Paris — Hank  sight   2.61 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2.70 

On  Hongkong — Hank  sight   \  °/0  dis. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    14%.  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Hank  sight    72^ 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73 ^ 

On  India — Bank  sight    182 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight      185 

On  America — Hank  Hills  on  demand    50^ 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    5 1 J 

On  America — Piivate  4  months'  sight    52! 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.12 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.20 

Bar  Silver  (London)    28J 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ouknal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
VWeekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEY  ANDTKADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
Ch  ina,  ]apansSouth  America,  and  other  countries 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

HpHE  most  delightful  Mountain  Reiori  in  the 
1  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms  : — 'One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

ROSE 

Fragrant  and  delicate,  its  sweetness  is 
ever  delightful.  Use  none  but  Atkinson's, 
the  original  and  only  true  Essenca 

ATKINSON'S 
OPOPANAX  HELIOTROPE 
WOOD  VIOLET       I  TREVOL 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  ethers  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-Bhape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark,^  ' 
a  "■  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full.^ 


January  13th, 1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  Kirst-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  I  link  1  ates  of  speed  guaranteed . 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration . 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description.from  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stem  Wheel  Paddle  .Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
81c  ,  Sic.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  1 J  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  piwer,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, i8go,  in  competition  onen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  17  I,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  street,  e.c 
May  7th,  1891.  1  y. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribvi 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says — "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Falcir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  siclc,  with  advice  gratis.  In  1 
short  time  1  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,*and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  heeling  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr.  j.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says — "  I  had  with  me  x  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude ;  and,  in  consequence,' milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  In  upon  us,  until  at  lat>t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  W  orth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  ist,  1890. 


Awarded  Cold  Meoal  LfOOL  Interni  Exhibition,  1886. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"Pioneer"  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixture." 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■■tftbltahed  a  Quarter  of  a  Oentnry. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


ASK  FOR 


UEBICCOMPANYS 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  .baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  Londop,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


D1NNEF0RDS 

FLUID 

MAC  NESS  A I 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
N.B.-ASK   FOR   DINNEFORP'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC.    LAUNCH    "GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  cither  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power — Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
— also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments.  / 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager. 


nhai 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whate  ver  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
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and  Cheques  be  made  payable  to  same;  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  April  28th,  1894. 


BIRTH. 

On  the  21st  inst.,  at  No.  40,  Tsukiji,  Tokyo,  the 
wife  of  J.  McD.  Gardiner,  of  a  Daughter. 

DEATH. 

At  10.30  a.m.  on  April  22nd,  at  Kobe,  Mr.  O. 
Muench,  of  typhoid  fever,  aged  41  years. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


M.  Paul  Lefevre  has  been  appointed  Secretary 
in  the  French  Legation. 

The  cost  of  the  Hantan  Railway  line  is  esti- 
mated at  yen  30,000  per  mile. 


The  Nippon  is  suffering  from  an  intermittent 
attack  of  suspension  just  at  present. 

The  Premonition  Law  was  put  into  operation  on 
the  20th  inst.  against  eight  soshi  of  Yokohama. 


The  iron-pipe  question  has  been  discussed  with 
much  rancour  in  the  Tokyo  Municipal  Assembly 
dmjjng  the  week. 

THEshareholdersof  the  Yokohama  Yarn, Cotton, 
and  Metal  Exchange  have  decided  to  add  yen 
10,0000  to  their  capital. 

Mr.  Mutsu,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  is  suf- 
fering from  an  attack  of  influenza.  He  has 
gone  to  Kamakura  to  recuperate. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Snow,  of  the  American  sealing 
schooner  Retriever,  was  picked  up  by  the 
schooner  Bowhead  after  drifting  in  an  open 


Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  wishes  to  rejoin  the  Jiyu-to. 
His  re-election  as  President  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives is  confidently  expected. 

Peonies  and  azaleas  are  now  in  bloom,  and 
several  noted  places  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
attracting  great  crowds  of  sightseers. 

The  sufferers  by  the  recent  fire  at  Mukojima 
Tokyo,  have  accepted  the  yen  3,000  presented 
by  the  Bank  of  Japan  towards  their  relief. 

Mrs.  Fanny  Cooper,  an  English  lady  of  means 
was  found  drowned  off  the  Bund  wall,  Yoko 
hama,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  inst. 

The  Hongaku-ji,  a  Buddhist  temple  at  Asakusa 
Tokyo,  has  been  destroyed  by  fire.  One  woman 
connected  with  the  temple  met  her  death  amid 
the  flames. 


Some  soshi  faction  fights  have  occurred  in 
Yokohama  of  late,  and  six  of  the  turbulent 
youths  are  cooling  heels  and  heads  in  the  Ise 
zakicho  Police  Station. 


The  sealing  schooner  George  Peabody  has  re 
turned  to  Yokohama  with  boats  and  main-boom 
carried  away,  the  result  of  a  heavy  gale  experi- 
enced on  the  sealing  grounds. 

The  Japanese  delegates  who  went  to  Shanghai 
to  obtain  possession  of  Kim  Ok-kyiin's  body, 
have  returned  to  Japan  considerably  disgusted 
at  the  non-success  of  their  mission. 

The  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  has  presented  yen 
1,000  to  Mr.  Yano  Jiro,  formerly  President  of 
the  Tokyo  Higher  Commercial  School,  in  re- 
cognition of  the  eminent  educational  services 
rendered  by  him. 

The  cold  wave  which  struck  Yokohama  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  had  passed  away  by  the 
middle  of  the  week,  and  the  temperature  is 
again  normal  for  the  time  of  year,  though  the 
weather  is  very  squally. 

Viscount  Shibayama  Suketoyo,  a  young  mili- 
tary  officer,  has  committed  suicide,  being 
prompted  to  the  act,  it  is  said,  though  receiving 
an  admonition  from  his  Commander  against 
over  indulgence  in  sake. 


Seldom  has  a  more  enjoyable  Concert  been 
given  in  Yokohama  than  that  of  Friday  even- 
ing. Prof.  Dittrich  made  his  last  appearance 
on  the  platform  before  his  departure  for  Europe, 
and  was  enthusiastically  applauded. 


The  Kodo  Club  has  been  established  in  Tokyo 
for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  drawing  into  closer 
communion  the  seceders  from  the  Jiyn-to  who 
resolved  themselves  into  the  separate  organiza- 
tions known  as  the  Domei-seisha  and  the  Doshi- 
seisha. 

The  Registration  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  lime 
the  House  of  Commons.  Among  other 
provisions,  this  bill  -  reduces  the  qualifying 
period  of  residence  for  electors  to  three  months, 
and  abolishes  plural  voting  at  elections  which 
shall  be  co-incident  and  held  on  Saturdays 
simultaneously  throughout  the  three  kingdoms 
It  is  estimated  that  the  British  Budget  for  the 
current  year  will  show  a  deficit  of  .£4,500,000 
This  will  be  reduced  nearly  one-half  by  repay- 
ment from  the  new  sinking  fund  of  burdens 
arising  out  of  the  Naval  Defence  Acts  the 
remainder  of  the  deficit  being  met  by  merging 
death  dues  into  a  single  estate  duty  ranging 
from  one-eighth  per  cent.,  by  the  income-tax 


being  increaso  by  a  penny  on  the  advance 
limit,  by  an  increase  of  sixpence  per  gallon  on 
spirits,  and  sixpence  per  barrel  on  beer,  the 
whole    producing    an    estimated    surplus  of 
.£291,000.     The  increased  duties  on  beer  and 
spirits  was  adopted,  the  Scotch  and  Irish  mem- 
bers alone  dissenting  from  the  latter  imposts. 
M.  Lockroy,  President  of  the  enquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  French  Navy,  has  reported 
that  in  reality  the  state  of  affairs  surpasses  the 
worst  forebodings  ;  that  disorder  reigns  through- 
out the  administration  ;  that  nothing  has  been 
prepared  either  for  war  or  mobilisation;  that 
the  sea  stores  have  been  depleted,  and  that 
many  torpedo-boats  and  ships  are  unseaworthy. 
The  report  demands  that  new  blood  be  infused 
into  the  administration,  whose  negligence  has 
been  inexcusable,  and  says  that  Admiral  Vallon 
states  the  Magenta  is  liable  to  capsize  on  her 
first  impact  with  another  vessel.    The  Report 
further  urges  upon  the  authorities  the  advisa- 
bility of  suspending  the  building  of  ironclads. 
The  wedding  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  and 
the  Princess  Victoria  Melita,  at  Coburg,  was  a 
brilliant  spectacle,  the  Queen  wearing  a  crown  of 
diamonds  and  occupying  the  front  place  in  the 
ceremony.    The  ironclad  Aquidaban  and  the 
remnants  of  the  Brazilian  insurgent  squadron 
have  been  sunk  by  torpedoes  after  a  fierce  en- 
gagement with  the  Government  fleet.     At  a 
meeting  of  the  Primrose  League,  the  Marquis 
of  Salisbury  stated  that  he  approved  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  life  Peers  in  the  House  of 
Lords  and  of  preserving  the  present  organiza- 
tion, otherwise  the  House  would  be  entitled  to 
claim  representative  powers.     The  Canadian 
Government  has  modified  the  tariff  so  that  im- 
pure tea  and  coffee  only  will  be  liable  to  a  duty 
of  ten  cents  per  pound.    The  Times  announces 
that  some  speculation  has  begun  in  silver. 

There  is  nothing  favourable  to  report  of  the 
Import  trade,  and  buyers  do  not  come  forward 
with  offers  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  wants 
in  the  interior,  stocks  in  some  lines  being  very 
low.    In  view  of  the  paucity  of  transactions 
in  all  descriptions  of  Yarns  and  Cotton  and 
Woollen  Piece-goods,  prices  are  quite  nominal. 
There  is  no  movement  of  Metals,  the  trade' 
being  lifeless.    A  few  dealers  have  made  low 
offers  for  certain  descriptions  of  Iron,  but  hol- 
ders decline  their  advances.    In  the  Kerosene 
market  buyers  are   looking  for  a  concession 
on  recent  prices,  but  holders  are  firm,  and 
next   to    nothing   has   been    done.    There  is 
no  quotable  alteration  in  the  price  of  Sugar, 
the  business   for  all   sorts   being  fairly  brisk 
at  recent  figures.    A  little  more  life  has  been 
nfused   into  the   Silk   trade,  though  buying 
has  been  far  from  general,  and  the  total  settle- 
ments of  the  week  only  amount  to  a  little  over  600 
piculs.    The  stock  is  still  heavy,  and  holders  do 
not  make  any  sign  of  concessions.    The  weather 
has  been  favourable  to  the  mulberry  plantations, 
budding    commenced    early  and  strong,  and 
leaf  will  be  more  plentiful  than  in  any  previous 
year.     Of  course  the  annual  outcry  about  the 
frost  will  be  repeated,  but  that  does  not  come  off 
till  May.     Hatching  will  have  commenced  in 
the  earlier  districts,  but  no   reports  have  yet 
reached  us.    Waste  Silk  has  been  taken  in  small 
quantities,  due  more  to  the  attitude  of  holders 
than  a  lack  of  demand,  for  buyers  have  been 
abroad.    The   Tea  trade   is   increasing,  and 
arrivals  of  leaf  come  in  daily,  parcels  having 
been  taken  as  they  came,  leaving  a  bare  market 
on  several  days  this  week.     The  Gaelic  will 
probably  take  a  good  shipment  of  New  Tea, 
after  which  the  trade  will  settle  down  to  the 
heavy  business.     Fine  growing   weather  con- 
tinues, and  there  is  promise  of  a  large  crop. 
Exchange  has  gradually  hardened  during  the 
week,  and  rates  are  fairly  firm  at  the  close. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 

 ♦  

The  metropolitan  papers  now  acknowledge 
that  the  recent  rumour  about  a  speedy  conclu- 
sion of  the  negotiations  for  Trealy  Revision  with 
the  English  Government  was  premature.  But 
the  question,  thus  brought  to  the  front,  continues 
to  engage  journalistic  attention.    It  is  a  signifi- 
cant circumstance  that,  in  discussing  this  matter, 
the  vernacular  press  no  longer  attaches  any  im- 
portance to  the  subject  of  Mixed  Residence,  but 
is  more  and  more   concerned    about  Tariff 
Autonomy.    Now  and  then  slight  allusions  are 
made  to  Mixed  Residence,  and  some  papers 
suggest  the  desirability  of  closing  Hokkaido  and 
other  smaller  islands  to  foreigners.    But  with 
the  exception  of  these  occasional  references,  the 
metropolitan  journals   leave  Mixed  Residence 
severely  alone.  With  regard  to  Tariff  Autonomy, 
which  now  constitutes  the  principal  topic  of 
discussion,  various  extravagant  notions  are  venti- 
lated.   One  is  that  tariff  conventions  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Diet's  approval  before  ratifica- 
tion.   Reliance  is  placed  on  Art.  LXII.  of  the 
Constitution,  wherein  it  is  provided  that  "  the 
imposition  of  a  new  tax  or  the  modification  of 
the  rates  (of  an  existing  one)  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  law."    "  There  is  a  rumour,"  says  the 
Kokkai,  an  advocate  of  this  theory,  "  that  cer- 
tain statesmen  are  inclined  to  so  far  strain  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  Constitution  as  to  main- 
tain that  tariff  conventions  are  beyond  the  sphere 
of   the   Diet's   interference.    Should  a  tariff 
convention  be  concluded   without  previously 
seeking  the  consent  of  the  Diet,  a  tremen- 
dous  outburst  of  popular  indignation  would 
certainly  be  provoked  and  might  lead  to  a 
serious  disturbance."    Our  contemporary  ad- 
vises the  allied  factions  of  the  Opposition  to 
interrogate  the  Government  on  this  subject  in 
the  beginning  of  the  approaching  session.  Be- 
side  ascertaining  the  Cabinet's   views  as  to 
whether  it  is  prepared  to  submit  tariff  conven- 
tions for  the  approval  of  the  Diet,  steps  should 
also  be  taken  to  discover  at  what  stage  of  the 
negotiations  that  course  would  be  adopted. 
* 

Writing  on  this  subject,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  points  out  the  fallacy  of  the  claim  ad- 
vanced by  the  Kokkai  and  other  journals.  Art. 
XIII.  of  the  Constitution  provides  that  "  the  Em- 
peror declares  war,  makes  peace,  and  concludes 
treaties.    No  exception  is  made  in  respect  of 
commercial  treaties.    Consequently  the  con- 
clusion of  treaties  is  in  all  cases  the  prerogative 
of  the  Sovereign,  and  the  Diet  has  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative. 
In  some  Occidental  countries,  the  Legislature 
is  invested  with  the  power  of  sanctioning  treaties. 
But  the  Japanese  Constitution  does  not  give 
such  power  to  the  Diet,  even  in  the  case  of  tariff 
conventions.    In  connection  with  the  changes 
that  may  be  introduced  in  the  rates  of  customs 
duties,  the  Nichi  Nichi  admits  that  these  matters 
will  no  doubt  be  submitted  to  the  Diet  for  its 
approval,  in  the  same  way  as  expenditures 
caused  by  changes  in  the  Military  or  Civil 
Department  of  the  Government — although  to 
effect  such  changes  is  within'  the  Emperor's 
Constitutional  prerogatives— are  ultimately  sub- 
mitted to  the  Diet.    But  so  far  as  the  conventions 
themselves  are  concerned,  their  conclusion  with 
foreign  countries  lies  entirely  within  the  Im- 
perial competence,  and  the  Diet  is  not  permit- 
ted to  attempt  any  interference.    No  decision 
of  the  Diet  can  have  any  effect  upon  the  validity 
of  a  treaty  of  convention  once  ratified  by  the 
Emperor. 

*  * 

Another  mistaken  notion  ventilated  by  certain 
newspapers  is  that  Japan,  in  her  new  treaties, 
ought  to  reserve  to  herself  the  power  of  fixing 
customs  duties  by  means  of  internal  legislation. 
A  section  of  the  press,  including  the  Nippon  and 
other  papers  of  the  same  type,  seem  to  labour 
under  an  impression  that  such  is  the  system 
prevailing  in  the  principal  countries  of  Europe 
and  America,  whereas  in  most  cases  tariffs  are 
fixed  by  means  of  conventions.  It  must  not  be 
supposed  that  because  these  papers  insist  upon 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY'  MAIL. 

reserving  the  power  to  fix  the  tariff  by  legislation 
they  advocate  the  adoption  of  prohibitory  rates 
of  duties.  Some  persons  may  entertain  that  wish, 
but  the  motive  now  actuating  newspaper  writers 
and  political  agitators  is  connected  with  abstract 
right  rather  than  with  the  practical  interests 
ofthe  country.  They  demand  the  reservation  of 
such  a  power,  because  they  think  that  otherwise 
their  country's  autonomy  would  not  be  complete. 
Sooner  or  later  there  will  be  a  keen  fight  be- 
tween protection  and  free  trade  in  Japan,  but  for 
the  present  no  idea  of  adopting  a  protective 
tariff  exists.  Indeed,  the  doctrine  of  protection 
has  not  thus  far  found  much  favour  among  the 
Japanese.  Some  years  ago  an  economical  peri- 
odical was  started  by  Mr.  Inukai  Ki  and  others 
for  the  express  purpose  of  propagating  that 
doctrine,  but,  unable  to  make  headway  against 
the  Keizai  Zasshi,  the  consistent  organ  of  free 
trade,  it  came  to  speedy  grief.    At  present  the 

Keinai  has  the  field  to  itself. 

* 

*  * 

The  more  sober  section  of  the  press,  as  the  Jiji 
Shimpo,  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  and  so  forth, 
and  even  some  of  the  Opposition  organs,  main- 
tain that  it  is  neither  humiliating  nor  disadvant- 
ageous for  Japan  to  fix  her  tariff  by  conventions, 
after  the  manner  of  European  countries.  The 
Jiji  Shimpo,  for  instance,  remarks  that  the 
power  of  fixing  duties  at  will  is  not  conducive  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  for  if  Japan  were  to 
put  high  duties  upon  foreign  goods,  foreign 
countries  would    retaliate  by  imposing  corre- 
spondingly high  duties  upon  Japanese  goods 
whereas,  when  duties  are  fixed  by  convention 
trade  is  free  from  the  harrassing  effects  of  tariff 
changes.    The  only  essential  point  is  that  these 
conventions  must  be  reciprocal,  instead  of  being 
one-sided    like  the  existing   arrangement  in 
Japan.     In  addition   to    conventional  tariffs, 
Japan  ought,  says  the  Jiji,  to  fix  by  legislation 
a  general  schedule  applicable  to  non-treaty  coun 
tries  and  to  treaty  Powers  with  which  tariff  con 
ventions  may  be  temporarily  inoperative 


The  Korean  Assassination  affair  continues  to 
attract  attention.  Popular  excitement  seems  to 
be  calming  down,  but  it  would  probably  be  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  public  cares  less 
about  the  matter  than  formerly.  The  true  ex- 
planation of  the  situation  apparently  is  that 
having  said  all  they  have  to  say,  people  are 
now  waiting  to  see  what  course  the  Government 
will  pursue  in  the  premises.  It  may  be  antici- 
pated that,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
excitement  will  again  rise  to  fever  point.  Nor 
have  the  papers  altogether  abandoned  the  dis 
cussion.  They  repeat,  though  at  greater  in- 
tervals and  in  a  more  moderate  tone,  their 
demand  for  the  adoption  of  strong  measures 
against  whatever  State  or  States  may  have  been 
implicated  intheplotofassassination.  Duringthe 
present  week,  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun  has  severely 
commented  upon  the  apparent  indifference  of 
the  Government,  contrasting  it  with  the  enthu- 
siasm 

manifested  by  the  public  at  large.  The 
Mainichi  Shimbun,  on  the  other  hand,  strongly 
criticizes  the  conduct  of  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment in  sending  Kim's  body  and  his  assassin  to 
Korea  on  board  one  of  her  own  (Chinese)  men- 
of-war.  Our  contemporary  holds  that  Kim  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  Japanese,  having 
sojourned  so  long  under  the  protection  of  the 
Japanese  Government,  known  by  a  Japanese 
name,  and  living  just  like  a  Japanese.  To  hand 
over  to  Korea  a  criminal  who  had  foully 
murdered  one  who  might  practically  be  con- 
sidered a  Japanese,  and  to  effect  the  transfer  by 
means  of  a  national  vessel,  was  an  act  highly 
insulting  to  this  country.  Such  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  Chinese  Government,  says  the 
Mainichi,  ought  not  to  be  passed  over. 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  devotes  two  articles  to  the 
same  subject.  It  urges  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment to  interrogate  Korea  about  the  genuineness 
of  the  alleged  royal  commissions,  and,  in  case 
the  commissions  should  be  disavowed,  to  de- 
mand the  punishment  of  Hong  Tjyong-ou  and 
of  any  others  that  may  have  been  connected 
with  the  assassination  of  Kim  Ok-kyun.  Unless 
such  persons  are  properly  dealt  with  by  the 
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Korean  Government,  there  is  serious  danger 
that  the  indulgence  thus  unwisely  shown  may 
offer  strong  encouragement  to  ambitious  youths 
in  the  peninsular  Kingdom  to  make  similar 
attempts  on  the  life  of  Boku  and  other  sur- 
viving refugees  in  Japan.    Hence  Japan  is 
entitled  to  demand  the  punishment  of  Kim's 
murderer.    Should  Korea  hesitate  to  comply, 
the  Jiji  recommends  the  Japanese  Government 
to  use  force  to  bring  her  to  reason.    Such  a 
procedure  would  be  productive  of  very  beneficial 
results  to  the  permanency  of  friendly  relations 
between  the  two  countries.  Since  the  unfortunate 
emeuie  of  1884,  the  sentiments  of  the  Koreans 
toward  Japan  have  been  steadily  growing  worse 
and  worse,   until  now  things  have  reached  a 
climax.    In  the  Ji/i's  opinion,  the  time  has 
arrived  to  adopt  once  for  all  some  definite  and 
decisive  measures  to  set  matters  right  before 
they  become  so  bad  as  to  defy  all  remedy.  Un- 
less the  Government  acts  promptly,  the  Japan- 
ese people  may  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands,  and  plunge  the  country  into  serious 
trouble.     That    precedents    are    not  want- 
ing is  shown  by  the  unsuccessful  expedition 
planned  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Oi  Kentaroand 
others.     Consequently  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment is  urged  to  solve  the  Korean  problem 
before  it  becomes  ten  times  more  refractory 
than  it  is  now. 

* 

*  * 

The  allied  sections  of  the  Opposition  have 
been  alarmed  by  a  report  that  about  twenty  of 
the  so-called  Independents  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  are  about  toorganize  an  associa- 
tion named  the  Jitsugyb  Dantai  (Business  As- 
sociation).    The  principal  promoters  of  the 
project  being  men  understood  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
especially  with  Mr.  Mutsu  and  Count  Inouye, 
the  Opposition  papers  surmise  that  the  new  as- 
sociation will  support  the  Government.  Should 
that  surmise  prove  correct,  they  fear  that  the 
allied  parties  will  be  hopelessly  out-numbered 
in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet.    Their  organs 
are  therefore  doing  their  utmost  to  denounce  the 
proposed  association  as  an  obsequious  instru- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  to  pursuade  the 
Independents  not  to  connect  themselves  with 
such  "an  ignominous  body  of  men."  Since 
the  first  session  of  the  Diet,  several  attempts 
have  been  made  for  the  formation  of  an  associa- 
tion "under  the  Jitsugyo  standard,  and  in  every 
case  the  members  have  turned  out  to  be  support- 
ers of  the  Government.    The  Independents  are 
told  that  their  electors  do  not  desire  them  to 
disgrace  themselves  by  becoming  the  slaves  of 
those  in  power.    These  papers  evidently  think 
that  no  nobler  task  awaits  the  Diet  than  to 
waste  session  after  season  in  attempts  to  bait  the 
Government. 


* 

ik  * 


The  grand  conference  of  the  Radical  Party 
now  going  on  in  Tokyo  has  attracted  consider- 
able attention.    From  the  proceedings  of  the 
meetings  thus  far  held,  it  is  difficult  to  make 
any  forecast  about  the  programme   that  will 
ultimately  be  adopted  by  the  Parly.    But  judg- 
ing from  the  speech  delivered  by  Count  Ita- 
gaki  at   the   first   meeting,   its   seems  that, 
so  far  as   he,   himself,   and    his  immediate 
followers  are  concerned,  no  change  is  con- 
templated.    As  usual,  he   lays  much  stress 
upon  the  importance  of  smoothly  effecting  the 
transition  from  the  old  to  the  new  order  of 
things.    He  hints,  however,  at  the  helplessness 
of  cooperation  with  the  statesmen  in  power  for  the 
furtherance  of  that  purpose,  and  it  may  hence 
be  inferred  that  the  Radical  Party,  though  re- 
fraining from  any  Vindictive  opposition  to  the 
Cabinet,  will  not  act  in  concert  with  it.  But  the 
organs  of  the  allied  sections  pay  no  attentiol^3 
such  nice  distinctions.     They  profess  to  enter- 
tain no  doubt  that  the  Radical  Party's  real  in- 
tention is  to  do  the  bidding  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
they  bitterly  criticise  the  utterances  of  Count  Ita- 
gaki.  Neither  is  he  spared  gross  personal  insults. 
His  speech  is  characterized  as  "stereotyped," 
"egoistic,"  and  "  hypocritical,"  and  he  himseif 
is  denounced  as  a  base  deserter  of  the  people's 
cause  and  as  already  unfit  to  take  part  in  active 
politics.    The  Radicals  fresh  from  the  country 
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districts  are  warned  against  tlie  ensnaring  lan- 
guage of  ilieir  old  leader.  According  to  these 
papers,  the  Radical  Party,  though  numerically 
strong,  is  simply  a  group  of  so  many  block- 
heads, the  flower  of  the  Parly  having  left  it  in 
the  form  of  the  seceders  of  last  Decemher.  The 
Party  is  likened  to  clan  Government  ;  both  are 
said  to  owe  their  present  position  to  a  lingering 
reflection  of  their  departed  glory. 

* 

The  Radical  organ,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  dis- 
misses with  haughty  scorn  the  abusive  com- 
ments of  the  above  journals.  It  stands  on  solid 
ground  when  it  boasts  of  the  success  of  its  Party 
at  the  last  general  election.  But  it  says  that  the 
Radicals  are  not  satisfied  though  they  have  near- 
ly 130  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
At  the  next  general  election,  they  confidently 
look  to  obtain  a  plurality  of  votes  in  the  whole 
House.  The  Jijn  laughs  at  the  motley  group 
of  allied  factions,  including  conservatives  and 
extremists,  opponents  and  advocates  of  clan  Go- 
vernment, and  other  equally  ill-assorted  politi- 
cians. It  points  finally  to  the  open  manner  in 
which  the  Radical  Party  is  now  discussing  its 
policy  for  the  coming  session,  and  bids  the 
other  parties  proceed  in  the  same  manly  way. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


NATURALIZATION   IN  JAPAN. 

The  question  of  the  Naturalization  Law  for 
Japan  has  been  again  brought  into  prominence 
by  the  case  of  Mr.  Uchiyama  Rossetsu.  This 
gentlemen,  originally  an  American  citizen  named 
Russell,  was  adopted  into  the  house  of  Mr.  Uchi- 
yama Buzayemon  of  Yokohama,  whose  third 
daughter  he  married,  thus  becoming  a  Japanese 
subject  by  adoption.  Subsequently,  he  fell  out 
with  his  wife  or  with  his  wife's  family,  and  it 
was  mutually  agreed  that  the  happiness  of  the 
household  and  the  prosperity  of  its  affairs 
demanded  a  divorce.  Two  questions,  however, 
presented  themselves;  first,  could  a  divorce  be 
granted  under  such  circumstances  considering 
that  by  his  marriage  status  alone  did  Mr. 
Uchiyama  possess  Japanese  nationality;  and 
secondly,  supposing  that  divorce  be  granted, 
what  would  be  Mr.  Uchiyama's  subsequent  na- 
tionality, seeing  that  by  marriage  alone  had  he 
become  a  Japanese  subject.  The  Governor  of 
Kanagawa,  not  unnaturally  perplexed  by  these 
problems,  applied  for  guidance  to  the  Depart- 
ments of  Home  Affairs  and  Justice  and  received 
an  instruction  to  the  effect  that  divorce  could 
be  allowed  and  that  after  divorce  Mr.  Uchi- 
yama would  remain  a  Japanese  subject.  Evi- 
dently we  have  here  a  very  curious  question. 
Most  people  will  be  inclined  to  think  that 
since  Mr.  Uchiyama's  naturalization  depend- 
ed solely  upon  his  assumption  of  the  status 
of  a  Japanese  householder,  the  loss  of  that 
status  should  necessarily  involve  the  loss  of 
Japanese  nationality  also.  It  is  evident  from 
the  instruction  of  the  Departments  of  Home 
Affairs  and  Justice  that  a  foreigner  can  now 
become  a  naturalized  Japanese  subject  by  a 
merely  nominal  process,  since  he  can  procure 
adoption  into  a  family  and  then  follow  the 
step  by  divorce  previously  arranged.  Such  a 
stale  of  affairs  is  anomalous.  A  draft  of 
Naturalization  Law  was  submitted  to  the  Diet 
in  its  second  session,  but  failed  to  become  law 
owing  to  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. Some  vernacular  journals  now 
urge  that  a  draft  should  be  submitted  in  the 
next  session.  We  hope  that  it  will,  but  we  ven- 
ture at  the  same  time  to  hope  that  the  exceed- 
ingly illiberal  provisions  it  contained  will  be 
revised  or  rescinded. 

KIM'S  FRIENDS. 

Kim  Ok-ky&n's  friends  held  a  lecture  meeting 
on  Saturday  last  in  the  Kinki-Kan,  Kanda, 
Tokyo.  The  place  was  full,  the  audience  num- 
bering in  all  about  two  thousand.  On  the  wall 
at  the  back  of  the  platform  hung  Kim's  portrait 
and  a  gaku  with  Count  Soyejima's  poem  lament- 
ing the  Korean  refugee's  death.  The  proceed- 
ings opened  at  1  p.m.  The  first  speaker  was 
Mr.  Komuro  Shigehiro,  M.P.,  who  dwelt  on  the 


importance  of  chivalry  as  a  national  virtue, 
severely  criticised  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  made  a  strong  attack  on  the  Japa- 
nese Consul  in  Shanghai.  lie  was  followed  by 
Mr.  KawamUM  Jan,  editor  of  the  Shin  Choya 
Shimbun,  who  lamented  the  decline  of  the 
martial  spirit  of  his  countrymen,  and  urged 
the  Government  to  adopt  strong  measures 
against  Korea.  The  third  speaker,  a  Mr.  Ko- 
bayashi  Katsuto,  had  to  leave  the  platform,  the 
audience  being  too  impatient  to  listen  to  him. 
Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi,  M.P.,  succeeded  in  fixing  the 
attention  of  his  hearers.  He  referred  to  the 
luxurious  mode  of  life  led  by  Li  Isshoku,  the 
chief  plotter  of  the  assassination  ;  to  the  fre- 
quent despatch  of  assassins  to  Japan  by  the 
Korean  Government  in  the  past,  and  to  the 
favourable  reception  accorded  to  Hong  Tjyong- 
ou  in  Soul.  Arguing  from  these  circum- 
stances that  the  present  plot  emanated  from 
the  Korean  Authorities,  he  urged  that  diplo- 
matic communications  should  be  opened  on. 
the  subject  with  the  Soul  Government.  Mr. 
Oi  Kentaro,  M.P.,  who  followed,  was  receiv- 
ed with  enthusiastic  acclamation  and  clapping 
of  hands.  He  had  no  doubts  that  the  Korean 
Government  was  originally  responsible  for  the 
scheme  of  assassination,  and  he  maintained  that 
the  facts  thus  far  revealed  were  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  negotiations  with  the  Korean 
Government,  a  duty  which  the  Cabinet  was 
bound  to  discharge  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  Mr.  Shiga  Shigetaka, 
editor  of  the  Nippon-Jin,  then  ascended  the  plat- 
form. He  strongly  criticised  the  vacillating 
foreign  policy  of  the  Government,  illustrating 
his  point  by  reference  to  the  Government's 
conduct  about  the  Formosan  expedition,  the 
cession  of  Kabafuto  (Saghalien),  the  exploration 
of  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  the  franchise 
in  Hawaii.  Turning  to  the  assassination  affair, 
he  spoke  as  though  members  of  the  Japanese 
Cabinet  had  some  connection  with  the  heinous 
plot.  The  police  sergeant  thereupon  ordered 
him  to  leave  the  platform.  The  last  speaker 
was  Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku,  M.P.,  who  argued 
that  Kim  was  a  Japanese  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. Taking  such  a  view,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  he  should  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of 
the  Japanese  Government.  His  usual  quick 
temper  soon  carried  him  beyond  the  limits  of 
sober  criticism,  and  he  had  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  preceding  speaker. 

*■ 

*  * 

It  had  been  originally  advertised  that  Mr. 
Kono  Hironaka  and  several  other  distinguished 
Radicals  would  speak.  But  they  did  not  put 
in  an  appearance,  it  being  alleged  that  they  had 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  their  own  Party. 


THE   NAVAL  AUTHORITIES  AND  THE  "  RE- 
TRIEVER." 

We  observe  that  the  Japan  Gazette  publishes 
an  editorial  note  commenting  in  very  severe 
terms  on  the  supposed  want  of  humanity  shown 
by  the  Imperial  Naval  Department  in  not  send- 
ing a  vessel  to  search  for  the  missing  boats  of 
the  schooner  Retriever,  and  contrasting  the 
Department's  inaction  with  the  generosity  of  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  whichCompanyinstruct- 
ed  the  Omi  Maru  to  make  a  considerable  detour 
in  quest  of  the  castaways.  This  criticism  is 
based  upon  the  ignorance  that  too  often  inspires 
violent  and  unjust  writing  in  the  local  foreign 
press.  The  truth  is  precisely  the  opposite  of 
what  the  Japan  Gazette  says.  His  Excellency 
Count  Saigo  is  deserving  of  all  praise  for  the 
deep  concern  manifested  by  him  in  the  fate  of 
the  missing  men.  We  have  made  inquiries  on 
the  subject  at  the  United  States  Legation,  and 
we  have  the  authority  of  the  Minister  for  saying 
that  on  the  17th  instant  Count  Saigo  informed 
him  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  two  vessels, 
the  Yoshino  Kan  and  another,  to  go  in  search 
of  the  missing  men  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th . 
This  statement  was  accompanied  by  an  explan- 
ation that  no  vessel  had  been  available  for 
despatch  at  an  earlier  date,  During  the  17th, 
telegraphic  intelligence  reached  the  United 
States  Legation  to  the  effect  that  twelve  outof  the 
eighteen  missing  men  had  been  heard  from,  and 
this  news  was  of  course  communicated  at  once 


to  the  Naval  Department,  it  being  at  the  same 
time  suggested  that  the  sailing  of  the  men-of-war 
should  be  deferred  pending  the  airival  of  fuller 
information.  The  next  day,  intelligence  came 
that  all  the  men  were  accounted  for  and  that  Mr. 
Snow  was  safe  ;  news  that  was  confirmed  table* 
quently  by  the  Yokohama  local  press.  In  the 
meanwhile,  however,  one  of  the  war-vessels  had 
been  despatched  from  Yokosukaon  a  cruise,  with 
orders  to  search  for  the  six  men  not  account- 
ed for  in  the  first  report,  and  this  vessel  doubt- 
less proceeded  to  the  waters  where  the  men  were 
supposed  to  be.  The  Yoshino  Kan  had  been 
held  in  readiness  to  start  at  a  moment's  notice, 
but  upon  receiptof  the  report  that  all  the  men  had 
been  rescued,  her  orders  were  countei manded. 
Unfortunately  this  report  proved  to  be  only  partly 
true,  but  before  that  was  known,  so  much  time 
had  been  lost  that  it  was  deemed  a  totally  hope- 
less undertaking  to  send  a  vessel  in  search  of 
one  small  boat  that  had  gone  adrift  three  weeks 
previously.  If  Mr.  Snow  and  his  companions 
had  not  been  picked  up,  or  had  failed  to  make 
land,  it  was  impossible  to  believe  that  they 
could  still  survive.  In  giving  these  particulars, 
accessible  as  they  were  to  any  journalist  caring 
to  make  enquiries,  we  cannot  but  regret  that 
before  publishing  a  highly  invidious  paragraph, 
grossly  unjust  to  the  Naval  Department,  and 
wholly  misrepresenting  the  earnest  desire  mani- 
fested by  Count  Saigo  and  other  Japanese  Naval 
Officers  to  render  all  the  assistance  in  their  power 
to  the  unfortunate  men  of  the  Retriever,  some 
slight  attemptwasnot  made  to  ascertain  the  truth. 
It  is  indeed  a  poor  return  for  the  naval  authori- 
ties to  be  publicly  accused  of  want  of  humanity 
and  to  have  their  conduct  injuriously  con- 
trasted with  the  charitable  spirit  displayed  by 
foreigners  towards  distressed  Japanese  when,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  Navy  showed  most  laudable 
helpfulness  and  active  sympathy. 


SHIPS  OF  WAR  AND  SILVER. 

It  was  decided  by  last  year's  Diet,  as  our 
readers  may  remember,  that  a  programme  of 
ship-building  should  be  undertaken  extending 
over  seven  years.  The  appropriation  for  the 
first  year  was  3,100,000  The  Jiji  Shimpo 

says  that  no  definite  order  has  yet  been  given, 
not  because  of  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Naval  Authorities,  but  because  of  some  ques- 
tion connected  with  design.  Meanwhile,  a 
factor  of  great  importance  has  been  introduced, 
namely  silver.  When  the  programme  was  ini- 
tiated, a  pound  sterling  cost  only  6.892  yen, 
whereas  now  it  costs  10  yen  approximately. 
That  means,  of  course,  either  that  the  appro- 
priation must  be  largely  increased,  or  that  the 
programme  must  be  considerably  cut  down. 
This  question  is  said  to  be  causing  consider- 
able discussion  between  the  Departments  of  the 
Navy  and  Finance. 


WHOLESALE  ARREST  OF  GAMBLERS. 

The  police  frequently  make  raids  on  gambling- 
houses  with  the  result  that  batches  of  five,  six, 
and  even  half-a-score  of  blacklegs  are  sometimes 
netted  at  once;  but  it  is  rare  that  they  make  so 
large  a  haul  as  that  of  the  2nd  instant  in  Sai- 
tama  Prefecture.  The  chief  or  oyakata  of  the 
gamblers  in  Kumagai,  was  a  certain  Kobayashi 
Teizo.  He  dressed  well  and  was  ostensibly  a 
moderately  prosperous  silk-merchant ;  in  reality, 
however,  he  was  a  most  daring  and  successful 
gambler,  and  the  protector  of  a  whole  horde  of 
jail-birds,  unlicensed  prostitutes,  and  desperate 
characters.  In  the  select  circles  of  his  followers 
he  was  known  as  "  Niijima  no  Sada."  It  was 
well-known  that  he  had  murdered  his  prede- 
cessor and  rival  in  office,  one  Arai  Tetsugoro, 
nicknamed  Tetsu  no  Bo  or  the  "  Iron  Rod  ;" 
but  insufficient  evidence  saved  him  in  the  trial 
that  followed,  the  Scottish  verdict  of  "Not 
proven"  being  in  his  case  justifiable,  though 
openly  at  variance  with  his  life  and  hang-dog 
face.  Spending  his  money  freely,  he  was  there- 
after for  years  able  to  keep  out  of  the  clutches 
of  the  law.  The  police  knew  him  for  what  he 
was,  and  made  several  vain  attempts  to  ensnare 
this  wily  bird  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  night  of 
the  1st  instant  that  they  obtained  the  full  and 
needful  information  of  his  whereabouts  and  ac- 
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tions.  A  force  of  a  dozen  armed  constables 
made  ready  the  following  night  and  went  to  (he 
"  silk-merchant's "  fine  residence  under  the 
command  of  a  very  energetic  and  courageous 
inspector  named  Okubo  Kihin.  Disguised  as 
common  people  they  made  their  way  into  the 
gambling-rooms  and  then,  on  a  preconcerted 
signal,  arrested  every  one  present — more  than 
thirty  altogether — including  some  criminals  that 
had  long  been  wanted.  Many  attempted  to 
fly,  but  every  door  of  the  rooms  and  house  were 
guarded  by  other  armed  police,  so  that  there  was 
nothing  for  it  but  to  submit.  It  is  stated  that 
the  o-ambling  going  on  was  that  known  as  ikasa- 
ma-bakuchi,  in  which  loaded  dice  generally 
play  an  important  part.  Small  wonder  that  the 
regulations  against  gambling  are  so  rigid  and 
severe,  when  nearly  all  who  devote  their  time 
and  talents  to  such  pursuits  are  criminals  or 
social  outcasts  with  the  blackest  of  records.  We 
can  only  hope  that  Inspector  Okubo  will  receive 
somesubstantial  reward  for  the  skill  and  patience 
with  which  he  worked  up  the  case  and  effected 
the  capture  of  so  large  a  body  of  noxious  people. 

THE  "  DOMEI  "  AND   "  DOSHI  "  PARTIES. 

The  much  talked-of  union  of  the  Domei  and  Do- 
sha Parlies  seems  to  hang  fire.  At  a  meeting  of 
promoters  held  in  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  the  20th 
inst.,  it  was  decided  that  no  such  step  could  be 
taken  without  consulting  all  the  members  of  both 
sections,  alike  inside  and  outside  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Considering  that  the  project 
has  been  on  the  t apis  publicly  ever  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  general  elections,  this  sudden  access 
of  prudence  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  this  pre- 
tence as  to  the  necessity  of  consulting  members 
whose  opinions  must  be  already  well  known,  can 
be  interpreted  in  one  sense  only,  namely,  that 
union  is  dreaded  lest  it  should  have  the  effect 
of  driving  back  into  the  arms  of  the  Radicals 
some  important  members  of  the  Doshi  Section. 
At  all  events,  the  result  of  all  the  talk  is  the 
establishment  of  a  Club  at  which  the  delegates 
of  the  two  sections  may  meet  to  consult  about 
their  political  movements.  It  is  to  be  called 
the  Kodo  Club  ;  its  place  of  meeting  is  to  be 
the  Imperial  Hotel  ;  and  its  two  managers  are 
to  be  Messrs.  Suzuki  Shigeto  and  Kudo  Koken. 


A  BENEVOLENT  FAIR. 

The  story  of  Mr.  Hongo  as  told  by  the  Shin- 
Choya  is  almost  romantic.  More  than  once 
allusions  have  been  made  in  these  columns  to 
his  philanthropic  work,  but  the  public  has  not 
hitherto  been  told  how  he  came  to  be  what  he 
is.  Originally  apprenticed  to  a  merchant  in 
Kyoto,  he  gradually  attained  a  responsible  posi- 
tion with  corresponding  command  of  means. 
Circumstances  then  led  him  to  sow  a  consider- 
able crop  of  wild  oats,  but  apparently  his  dissi- 
pated mood  did  not  last  long,  for  we  find  him 
after  a  few  years  in  Tokyo  serving  as  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  Communications.  At  this 
time  he  seems  to  have  conceived  the  idea  of 
devoting  himself  to  the  sustenance  of  orphans. 
He  collected  five  destitute  children  and  esta- 
blished a  little  orphanage  in  Bancho.  Finding 
that  his  official  duty  interfered  with  this  self- 
assigned  task,  he  resigned  his  position  and 
became  a  shoe-black.  In  Japan  .a  shoe-black 
is  not  a  person  who  plies  his  trade  in  the  streets, 
but  a  man  who  goes  from  house  to  house  polish- 
ing the  inmates'  foot-gear.  It  was  a  sharp 
transition  from  an  official  to  a  shoe-black,  but 
Mr.  Hongo  managed  even  in  his  new  capacity 
to  earn  money  enough  to  support  himself  and 
his  orphans.  It  may  well  be  supposed  that  lie 
soon  discovered  the  need  of  a  wife  under 
such  circumstances.  He  set  about  finding  one 
in  a  very  practical  way,  for  he  applied  to  the 
Director  of  a  girl's  school  in  Tsukiji  who,  how- 
ever, did  not  receive  his  suit  with  much  favour. 
But  the  story  got  abroad,  and  a  young  lady, 
Miss  Hide  Akimoto,  became  so  much  interest- 
ed in  Mr.  Hongo  that  she  sought  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  despite  her  father's  opposition  at  the 
outset — for  he,  as  a  prosperous  banker,  natur- 
ally objected  to  marrying  his  daughter  to  a 
shoe-black — she  ultimately  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing consent  to  the  marriage.  Mrs.  Hongo 
applied  herself  with  not  less  zeal  than  her  hus- 
band to  the  work  of  charity,  though  she  was 


sometimes  obliged  to  sell  her  clothes  and  jewels 
for  the  support  of  the  orphanage.  This  hand- 
to- me  ulh  life  continued  until  1 89 1  when  the 
destructive  earthquake  in  Gifu  created  a  new 
opportunity  for  usefulness  in  Mr.  Hongo's  line. 
He  and  his  wife  were  asked  to  undertake  the 
bringing-up  of  twenty-five  orphans,  and  they 
consented  at  once,  for  they  seem  to  have  been 
imbued  with  the  firm  conviction  that  means 
would  always  be  found  for  any  benevolent 
undertaking,  however  extensive.  Prudence  was 
certainly  cast  to  the  winds  when  a  man  who 
had  hitherto  been  embarrassed  to  support  five 
orphans  suddenly  undertook  to  maintain  five 
times  that  number.  But  after  all,  Mr.  Hongo's 
faith  was  well  founded.  Aid  has  invariably  been 
forthcoming  at  the  darkest  times  and  he  suc- 
ceeded last  fall  in  completing  three  buildings  at 
Mishima,  a  village  on  the  road  between  the 
Shiobara  Spa  and  the  Nishimasu  Station  on  the 
Uyeno-Aomori  line.  They  are  very  modest 
edifices.  The  land  on  which  they  stand  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  Mishima,  a  wealthy  man  of 
that  district,  and  the  institution  is  called  Gyosei 
Ikuji-yeu,  or  the  Orphanage  of  the  Morning 
Star.  Fifty  children  a-re  supported  there  now, 
and  how  the  feat  is  accomplished,  we  are  unable 
to  say.    The  whole  story  i.s  worth  recording. 

A  BRAVE  WOMAN. 

One  of  the  greatest  objections  to  Japanese  bath- 
houses is  the  frequency  with  which  articles  of 
clothing  are  stolen  while  the  owners,  in  puris 
naturalibus,  are  oblivious  to  all  else  but  the 
intense  heat  of  the  furo.  There  is  always  some 
one  seated  at  the  entrance,  generally  a  woman, 
who  is  supposed  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  after 
sneak  thieves;  but  as  this  watcher  is  money- 
taker  as  well  and  has  to  keep  an  eye  on  both 
apartments,  i.e.  the  separate  bath-rooms  of  the 
men  and  women,  this  is  sometimes  an  obvious 
impossibility  when  there  are,  as  often  happens, 
four  or  five  score  people  in  the  rooms,  their 
clothing  being  either  carelessly  stowed  away  in 
open  wicker  baskets  or  on  the  shelves  that  line 
the  walls.  A  few  days  ago,  however,  a  venturous 
thief  reckoned  without  his  host.  He  entered 
a  bath-house  in  Iida-machi,  Koji-machi  Dis- 
trict, Tokyo,  and  to  all  seeming  was  quiet  and 
peaceable  in  his  ways.  On  leaving  he  adroitly 
slipped  a  bundle  of  clothing  other  than  his  own 
up  his  sleeve,  and  walked  quietly  out  of  the 
house.  But  the  watcher  was  one  too  many  for 
him  in  this  instance.  The  mistress  herself, 
Sato,  had  been  on  guard,  and  had  noticed  his 
felonious  act.  As  soon  as  he  left  the  house  she 
gave  chase  and  finally  caught  up  with  him  just 
in  front  of  the  entrance  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society's  headquarters.  The  thief  did  all  he 
could  to  shake  her  off,  striking  and  kicking  her 
most  savagely;  but  she  bravely  held  on  till  the 
police  arrived  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
him  placed  in  custody.  The  vernacular  press 
speak  in  high  terms  of  her  courageous  conduct 
for  the  thief  is  a  burly  and  muscular  fellow  and 
Sato  a  young  and  slightly-built  woman  of 
twenty-five. 


THE  "KEIZAI   ZASSHI  "  ON  TREATY  REVISION. 

The  Keizai  Zasski  is  glad  to  observe  that  there 
no  longer  exists  any  opposition  to  the  opening 
of  the  country  for  Mixed  Residence.  The 
organs  of  the  Opposition  parties  censure  the 
Cabinet  for  having  left*  unsettled  the  question 
of  tariff  autonomy  in  the  case  of  Hawaii,  but 
not  one  of  them  has  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  propriety  of  granting  Mixed  Residence. 
Even  the  recognized  opponents  of  the  imme- 
diate opening  of  the  interior,  who  recently  held 
meetings  at  the  Tokyo  Hotel,  did  not  say  any- 
thing against  the  grant  of  Mixed  Residence  to 
Haw°aiians  promulgated  by  the  recent  Imperial 
Ordinance.  From  these  circumstances  the 
Keitai  concludes  that  a  great  change  has  taken 
place  for  the  better  in  the  views  of  the  people 
on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Revision.  In  reply 
to  the  contention  that  men  do  not  now  op- 
pose Mixed  Residence  because  the  foreigners 
for  whom  the  interior  has  been  thrown  open 
are  citizens  of  a  small  State,  our  contemporary 
observes  that  such  a  contention  need  not  be 
taken  notice  of.  If  Mixed  Residence  be  really 
so  objectionable  as  some  persons  have  been  wont 


to  represent  it,  they  ought  to  oppose  it  in  the  case 
of  Hawaiians  just  as  much  as  in  that  of  English- 
men or  any  other  nationals.    Not  only  have  they 
not  opposed  it  in  Hawaii's  case,  but  even  in 
speaking  of  the  rumoured  new  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, they  have  not  said  anything  against  the  ad- 
mission of  British  subjects  into  the  interior.  The 
question  now  entirely  turns  on  tariff  autonomy. 
On  that  subject,  too,  our  contemporary  does  not 
think  it  impossible  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  may  give  satisfaction  to  both  Japan  and  the 
Treaty  Powers.    The  Keizai's  plan  is  to  abolish 
the  present  uniform  tariff,  and  arrange  schedules 
separately  with  each  of  the  Powers.    Thus,  in 
accordance  with  the  principle  of  reciprocity, 
Japan   should  admit  English   goods  free  of 
duties;  while  in  the  case  of  the  United  Stales, 
that  country  should  be  prevailed  upon  to  admit 
Japanese  goods  on  low  rates  of  duties  corre- 
sponding to  similar  rates  in  this  country.  The 
Keizai's  desire  is  to  fix  the  rales  of  duties  at 
as  low  rates  as  possible,  its  ultimate  aim  being 
to  have  the  principle  of  free  trade  adopted  by 
this  country.    Foreign  Powers  being  now  under- 
stood to  attach  little  importance  to  Consular 
Jurisdiction,  they  will  readily  consent  to  its  aboli- 
tion, if  Japan  he  prepared  to  take  a  moderate 
course  on  the  subject  of  tariff  autonomy.  And 
the  Keizai  is  convinced  that  the  true  com- 
mercal  interest  of  its  country  demands  the  fixing 
of  a  moderate  tariff. 

A  GREAT  MEETING  OF  THE  OPPOSITION. 

The  vaiious  sections  of  the  heterogenous  body 
of  politicians  arrayed  against  the  Government 
are  showing  remarkable  activity  in  the  matter 
of  holding  meetings  and  stimulating  each  others 
enthusiasm.  The  22nd  instant  was  a  red-letter 
day  in  their  calendar,  for  not  only  did  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Six  Sections  assemble  at 
the  Maple  Cub  in  Tokyo  to  drink  destruc- 
tion to  the  churlish  folks  that  persist  in 
occupying  the  high  offices  of  State,  but  also 
the  Sanyokai  and  the  Konwakai  of  the  House 
of  Peers  and  the  Associated  Opposition  press 
sent  delegates,  the  result  being  that  115  con- 
vives came  together  in  the  spacious  rooms 
overlooking  the  blooming  azaleas  of  the  Shiba 
temples.  It  was  altogether  a  very  noteworthy 
occasion,  deriving  not  a  little  respectability  from 
the  fact  that  the  veteran  Mr.  Abei  Hankon 
was  in  the  chair.  But  as  to  its  results,  they 
appear  to  have  been  limited  to  formulating  a 
resolution  to  hold  another  monster  meeting  on 
the  7th  or  8th  proximo,  and  to  the  appointment 
of  Committees  for  purposes  of  organization. 
We  presume  that  such  demonstrations  are  not 
without  effect  in  Japan.  

INFLAMMABLE  COSMETICS. 

Yamaguchi,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  soshi 
actors,  has  recently  been  achieving  a  great  suc- 
cess in  impersonating  the  ghost  of  a  murdered 
woman,  the  mistress  of  the  famous  robber  chief- 
tain Mizoguchi,  who,  it  is  narrated,  was  haunted 
to  his  death  by  the  vengeful  spirit  of  her  whom 
he  had  wantonly  killed.  In  order  to  make  up 
as  a  ghost,  Yamaguchi  applied  a  sort  of  lumi- 
nous cosmetic  to  his  face.  This  had  to  be 
slightly  heated  and  then  well  rubbed  in  before 
it  would  take  effect.  But  the  processes  must 
recently  have  been  rather  too  zealously  carried 
out,  for  the  paste  suddenly  burst  into  flame, 
scorching  the  actor's  face  badly  and  severely 
burning  his  right  hand.  The  chemist  who 
had  made  up  the  cosmetic,  was  so  greatly 
mortified  upon  hearing  of  this  miscarriage  that 
he  was  about  to  disembowel  himself  when 
forcibly  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  neigh- 
bours. There  must  have  been  a  good  deal  of 
phosphorus  in  the  mixture,  and  the  only  wonder 
is  that  it  did  not  ignite  before. 


THE   NATIONAL  BANKS. 

The  charters  of  the  great  majority  of  the  National 
Banks  scattered  throughout  Japan  expire  in  1897, 
and  there  is  naturally  much  anxiety  as  what 
will  then  be  their  fate.  Some  politicians  talk 
of  introducing  in  the  Diet  next,  or  following, 
session  a  Bill  providing  that  any  National  Bank 
may  be  converted  into  a  private  one  on  the 
expiration  of  its  term  if  a  majority  of  its  share- 
holders desire  such  a  step.    The  subject  is 
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discussed  by  the  Mainichi  Shimbun.  That 
journal  foresees  serious  complications  in  the 
working  of  such  a  measure,  inasmuch  as  a 
minority  of  the  shareholders,  by  objecting  to 
the  proposed  course,  might  compel  the  Bank 
to  realise  all  its  assets  for  puiposes  of  division 
before  resuming  operations  on  a  private  basis. 
But  we  presume  that  the  Bill  would  guard 
against  any  contingency  of  that  kind.  At  all 
events,  the  question  is  evidently  of  the  greatest 
interest  and  importance. 

THE  NIPPON  YUSEN  KAISH A. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  writes  in  a  very  un- 
complimentary strain  about  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha.  The  returns  of  this  Company  since 
1889  and  1S90  show  that  its  affairs  are  not 
flourishing.  During  those  two  years  it  seems 
to  have  reached  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity,  but 
in  1891  its  gross  earnings  showed  a  diminution 
of  about  600,000  yen,  and  decline  has  since 
then  been  the  rule.  In  1888  and  1889  the 
Company  declared  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent., 
but  thenceforth  the  figure  fell  to  11,  then  to  9, 
and  finally  to  8  per  cent.  The  Nichi  Nichi 
Shimbun  says,  in  effect,  that  were  it  not  for  the 
subsidy  granted  by  the  Government,  the  Com- 
pany would  not  be  able  to  pay  any  dividend  at 
all,  and  it  finds  this  fact  very  extraordinary. 
The  Company's  property  must  have  greatly  ap- 
predated  in  value;  its  ships  also  must  be  worth 
more  in  view  of  the  rise  in  the  silver  price  of 
gold  ;  the  cargo  consigned  to  it  is  steadily  in- 
creasing ;  its  capital  has  been  cut  down  ;  its  staff 
has  been  reduced  to  the  extent  of  saving  about 
300,000  yen  a  year,  and  its  has  secured  business 
men  of  first-rate  ability  to  manage  its  affairs. 
Yet,  despite  all  these  advantages,  it  does  not 
prosper.  Were  shipping  business  in  Japan 
generally  unprofitable,  some  excuse  might  be 
found  for  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha.  But 
shipping  business  is  not  unprofitable  :  other 
companies  with  less  advantages  succeed  in 
earning  a  dividend.  If  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kai- 
sha cannot  be  equally  successful,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
recommends  it  to  entrust  its  business  to  the 
management  of  experts  so  that  its  shareholders 
may  derive  a  reasonable  profit  in  proportion 
with  the  opportunities  that  present  themselves.  It 
is  true  that  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  is  obliged 
to  discharge  certain  onerous  obligations  on  ac- 
count of  the  subsidy  granted  to  it  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  even  after  every  allowance  has  been 
made  on  that  account,  its  record  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be. 

JAPANESE  MEN-OF-WAR. 

Journalistic  unanimity  of  opinion  in  Japan 
is  limited  to  abusing  officialdom.  In  all  other 
respects  the  diversity  of  opinion  is  curiously 
striking.  The  case  in  point  is  the  Navy.  All 
the  organs  of  the  Opposition  agree  in  at- 
tacking the  Navy  as  badly  managed,  un- 
economical, and  incapable  of  defending  the 
country.  But  when  it  comes  to  particulars, 
we  find  one  praising  precisely  what  the  other 
abuses.  The  Jivu  says  that  all  the  ships 
hitherto  ordered  for  Japan  from  France,  Eng- 
land, or  Scotland  are  miserable  things.  Their 
construction  has  been  rushed  through  in  half 
the  usual  time  and  worn-out  engines  have  been 
put  into  them,  the  defects  produced  by  age  and 
use  being  deftly  concealed  by  a  coating  of  paint 
and  by  other  contrivances.  For  example,  an 
important  part  of  the  machinery  of  the  Chiyoda 
Kan,  a  vessel  built  some  years  ago  at  Lord 
Armstrong's  works,  had  previously  served  its 
time  in  a  British  man-of-war  and  had  long  been 
exposed  for  sale  in  a  London  store.  Hence 
the  ship  has  no  speed  commensurate  with  the 
purpose  of  its  construction.  Similarly  the 
Itsnkushima  Kan,  build  at  Glasgow  the  year 
before  last,  is  already  so  full  of  defects  that 
she  goes  by  the  name  of  the  "  crippled  cruiser." 
Speaking  generally,  the  contrast  between  ships 
constructed  abroad  and  those  built  in  Japan  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  latter  so  far  as  con- 
cerns durability,  speed,  and  so  forth.  Thus  the 
Hashidate  Kan  which  was  made  here  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  Itsnkushima  Kan,  and  the 
Matsushima  Kan,  but  at  double  the  time  and 
cost,  is  a  vessel  satisfactory  in  every  way.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  Fayeyama  Kan,  built 


at  Yokosuka  a  few  years  ago.  Her  speed  is  so 
reinaikable  that,  starting  from  Yokosuka  at  the 
same  time  with  the  train,  she  beats  the  locomo- 
tive by  more  than  half  an  hour  in  a  journey  10 
Yokohama.  In  view  of  all  these  facts  the  j iyu 
is  disposed  to  hold  the  Naval  Authorities  re- 
sponsible for  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  Chishima 
Kan  and  the  Unebi  Kan.  At  all  events,  the 
Radical  organ,  in  the  sententious  strain  habitual 
to  Japanese  newspapers,  solemnly  warns  the 
Navy  not  to  repeat  past  failures  by  ordering  any 

more  ships  from  England. 

* 

m  m 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Nippon,  writing  on 
the  very  same  day  as  the  fiyu,  condemns  the 
Hashidate  Kan  in  round  terms;  alleges  that 
had  she  been  kept  at  full  speed  a  little  longer 
on  her  recent  dial  trip,  her  boilers  would  have 
burst,  and  adds  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
cure new  boilers  for  her  from  abroad  at  a  cost 
of  100,000  yen.  The  Nippon  writes  as  though 
it  were  in  possession  of  very  accurate  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  but  we  venture  to  doubt  its 
statements.  As  for  the  Jiyus  charge  that  a 
great  firm  like  Lord  Armstrong  and  Company 
would  descend  to  the  petty  dishonesty  of  using 
cast-off  and  worn-out  machinery  in  a  man-of- 
war  built  to  the  order  of  a  foreign  Government, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  to  be  a 
foul  slander.  If  that  be  the  Jiyu's  opinion  of 
British  commercial  integrity,  as  represented  by 
a  firm  that  commands  universal  confidence  and 
respect  throughout  the  whole  Occident,  we  can 
only  say  that  no  falsehood  written  about  Japan 
by  a  foreign  journal  is  inexcusable.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Agent  in  Japan  of  the  great  Els- 
wick  Company  will  proceed  against  this  reckless 
slanderer  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 

THE  RADICALS. 

The  Radical  Party  held  a  great  meeting  on  the 
23rd  instant  under  the  presidency  of  Count  Ita- 
gaki.  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  was  among  those  attend- 
ing. Various  resolutions  were  adopted,  the 
most  important  of  them  being  that  the  Party 
should  devote  its  strength  to  introducing  a 
system  of  party  cabinets  ;  that  all  possible  means 
should  be  adopted  to  accomplish  Treaty  Revi- 
sion ;  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  bring  about 
reduction  of  the  Land  Tax  and  re-assessment  of 
the  taxable  value  of  land ;  that  during  the  sixth 
session  of  the  Diet,  five  representatives  of  the 
Party  from  each  City  and  Prefecture  should  be 
invited  to  the  capital  ;  that  in  each  City  and 
Prefecture  a  council  of  ten  should  be  chosen  to 
represent  the  Radicals  of  the  locality,  and  that 
Mr,  Hoshi  Toru  should  be  invited  to  re-enter  the 
Party.  These  various  resolutions  were  adopted 
by  acclaim.  Count  Itagaki  then  addressed  the 
meeting.  His  speech  was  chiefly  a  eulogy  of 
the  Radicals,  their  policy,  and  their  morale.  He 
animadverted  in  strong  terms  on  the  Kaishin- 
to,  and  declared  that  their  alliance  with  a  party 
like  the  Kokumin  Kyokai  (National  Unionists) 
proved  conclusively  how  hollow  were  their  pre- 
tences that  they  sought  to  substitute  responsible 
Cabinets  for  the  system  of  Clan  Government. 
The  Radicals,  he  said  in  conclusion,  had  now  120 
representatives  in  the  Lower  House,  and  would 
have  150  if  another  general  election  took  place. 
As  for  the  charge  that  they  weie  in  alliance  with 
the  Government,  he  avowed  that  a  "  decayed 
chair"  like  the  present  Cabinet  could  never 
serve  as  as  a  permanent  seat  for  the  jfiyu-lo. 

kim's  friends. 
Kim's  friends  held  another  lecture  meeting  on 
the  23rd  instant  at  the  Yayoi-kan,  Shiba,  Tokyo. 
The  speakers  on  this  occasion  were  Messrs. 
Haseba  Junko,  M.P.,  Shiga  Shigetaka,  editor  of 
the  Nippon-jin,  Takenouchi  Seishi,  M.P.,  Ko- 
kubo  Kishichi,  M.P.,  Itakura  Nakaba,  M.P., 
Kato  Masanosuke,  M.P.,  Kazuki  Jokei,  and 
Kobayashi  Katsuto.  Mr.  Kono  Hironaka  of 
the  Radical  Party  appeared  on  the  platform  to 
express  regret  that  he  could  not  address  the 
meeting  on  account  of  a  sore  throat.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  follow  the  comments  of  each  of  these 
speakers.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  as  on  the 
former  occasion,  they  all  reflected  severely 
upon  the  alleged  complicity  of  the  Korean 
Government  with  the  plot  of  assassination, 
a  few  of  them  also'  criticising  the  conduct 


of  the  Chinese  Government  They  uniled  in 
calling  upon  the  Cabinet  to  lake  primpt  and 
decisive  measures  against  the  Government  of 
the  peninsular  Kingdom,  since  to  adopt  such 
a  course  was  not  only  an  obligation  that  Japan 
owes  to  Korea  but  is  also  what  the  people  of 
this  country  are  loudly  clamouring  for. 

RURAL  POLITICS, 

Thkrk  is  a  little  town  in  Fukuoka  Prefecture 
where  politics  seem  to  be  regarded  as  a  very 
serious  business.  The  people  have  formed  a 
club  called  Kokkai  Bocho-Ko,  which  signifies 
"  an  association  for  hearing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Diet."  The  appellation  has  one  peculiarity 
not  apparent  without  a  knowledge  of  Japanese 
customs  which  usually  limit  the  use  of  the  lenn 
Ko  to  religious  bodies.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, that  politics  are  the  religion  of  these  Fuku- 
oka villagers.  At  all  events,  what  the  members 
of  the  club  do  is  to  subscribe  money  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  to  each  session  of  the  Diet 
four  of  their  number  who  thus  become  qualified 
to  give  to  the  rest  an  exact  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  chief  of  the  four  is  entrusted  with 
the  function  of  superintendence.  He  is  chosen 
by  vote,  but  the  other  three  are  selected  by  lot. 

A  DISPUTE   IN  THE  STEERAGE. 

Commanders  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steamers  seem 
to  have  encountered  some  desperate  characters 
among  their  passengers  of  late.  Captain  Sea- 
bury,  of  the  City  of  Sydney,  says  that  on  the 
last  voyage  of  that  vessel  from  Mexican  ports 
to  San  Francisco  a  dispute  arose  among  the 
steerage  passengers  which  ended  in  a  shot 
being  fired.  It  appears  that  a  San  Francisco 
hoodlum  feeling  a  little  elevated  began  to  walk 
around  the  steerage  accommodation  with  the  pro- 
verbial chip  on  his  shoulder.  He  got  very  noisy, 
and  at  last  was  requested  to  abate  the  nuisance 
by  an  old  Mexican  miner.  The  hoodlum  took 
no  notice  at  first,  and  on  a  second  request 
being  preferred  turned  round  and  told  the  old 
miner  to  mind  his  own  business.  At  the  same 
time  he  reached  his  hand  towards  his  revolver- 
pdtket;  the  miner,  seeing  the  action,  followed 
suit,  and  before  the  other  could  fire  had  planted 
a  bullet  in  his  body,  laying  the  rowdy  roisterer 
on  the  deck.  He  made  no  further  disturbance 
during  the  Sydney's  voyage. 

TREATY  REVISION. 

Concerning  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision, 
the  conservative  section  of  the  Upper  House 
has  inflicted  a  cruel  disappointment  on  the 
Opposition  politicians.  It  had  been  supposed 
that  Viscount  Tani  and  his  friends  would  start 
a  campaign  against  the  Cabinet  about  the  sup- 
posed new  treaty  with  England.  So  far  as  Vis- 
count Tani  and  a  few  others  are  concerned,  the 
expectation  was  perhaps  well  founded,  but  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  18th  instant,  the  majority 
of  the  conservative  members  of  the  Upper 
House  rejected  the  proposal  for  a  movement 
against  the  Cabinet,  on  the  ground  that,  although 
negotiations  for  Revision  are  doubtless  making 
some  progress,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 

the  conclusion  of  the  undertaking  is  within  sight. 
* 

The  conservatives  of  Takasaki,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Kozuke,  held  a  lecture  meeting  on  the 
16th  instant.  The  principal  speakers  were  in- 
vited from  Tokyo,  namely,  Viscount  Shinagawa, 
Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu,  Mr.  Abei  Iwane,  and  so 
forth.  Before  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  the 
local  conservatives,  who  call  themselves  Seigi- 
ha,  assembled  in  large  numbers  in  a  park  on  a 
hill  called  Shimizu-san,  and  listened  to  a  speech 
by  Viscount  Shinagawa.  The  report  of  the 
speech  published  in  the  vernacular  press  leaves 
us  almost  completely  in  the  dark  as  to  its  real 
significance.  The  Viscount  is  represented  as 
having  spoken  at  one  moment  of  the  beauty  of 
the  scenery  in  the  district,  and  at  the  next 
of  the  necessity  of  increased  expenditure  for 
administrative  purposes.  In  one  place  he  al- 
ludes to  the  loyalty  of  the  forefathers  of  his 
hearers;  in  another,  he  lay  stress  on  the  import- 
ance of  practising  economy  in  modes  of  living. 
But  his  ultimate  purpose  seems  to  have  been  to 
exhort  his  audience  to  oppose  the  ratification  of 
the  Treaty  said  to  be  in  process  of  negotiation 
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between  Japan  and  England.  At  the  lecture 
meeting  afterwards  opened  in  the  Fujimori 
Theatre,  the  principal  speakers  were  Messrs. 
Abei  Iwane,  Wada  Hikojiro,  Arai  Go,  and 
Kokubo  Kishichi.  Nothing  is  journalistically 
reported  about  the  nature  of  the  subjects 
discussed,  but  it  is  believed  that  foreign 
policy  was  the  principal  topic.  Afterwards  a 
convivial  meeting  was  held  at  the  Kogen-ro. 
On  the  following  morning  another  friendly 
gathering  was  organized  with  an  attendance  of 
about  360  persons.  Addresses  were  delivered  by 
Viscount  Shinagawa,  l\Jr.  Yasuba,  Mr.  Abei, 
and  others.  

SILVER. 

Mr.  Henry  Clews,  a  New  York  banker,  says  : 
 «  The  present  attitude  of  Germany  in  connec- 
tion with  silver  foreshadows  a  strong  probability 
of  a  conference  of  nations  being  convened  at 
an  early  date  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  an 
agreement.  Since  the  Brussels  conference,  im- 
portant changes  have  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  silver  problem.  India  has  suspended 
free  coinage,  and  the  United  States  Government 
has  repealed  the  Sherman  law.  Silver,  there- 
fore, is  now  really  without  a  responsible  sponsor, 
and'  is  drifting  about  like  a  ship  without  a 
rudder,  while  it  is  recognized  almost  everywhere 
as  essential  that  it  should  be  utilized  as  a  money 
metaland  regulated  as  suchthrough  international 
action,  which  is  now  really  the  only  solution.  The 
greatest  necessity  for  such  an  agreement  at  the 
time  of  the  Brussels  conference  was  felt  in  this 
country,  owing  to  our  especial  needs.  The 
situation  has  since  changed,  however,  so  that 
all  the  European  nations  are  at  present  much 
more  concerned  in  such  an  outcome  than  we 
are.  The  initiative,  therefore,  will  doubtless 
soon  come  from  that  quarter,  and  Germany  it 
would  appear  is  likely  to  take  that  action." 
*  * 

The  Times  says:— "The  world  appears  to 
be  in  the  first  stage  of  reaction  from  the  relative 
appreciation  of  gold,  which  has  been  so  acutely 
felt  by  traders  and  holders  of  depreciating  mer- 
chandise, and  of  which  so  much  has  been  made 
by  bimetallists  who  were  anxious  to  alter  the 
measure  of  value.  Last  year  the  tendency  of 
gold  to  fall  was  obscured  by  special  demands 
from  America  and  Australia.  These  things  no 
longer  obscure  the  position." 


steady  depreciation  during  the  next  two  or  three  The  theatrical  aeronaut  is  generally  some  popular 


months.  The  following  is  the  list  of  prices  for 
future  delivery  in  April,  May  and  June  :— 
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CUSTOMS  RETURNS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Customs 
Returns  for  March  showing  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  empire  for  the  month  : — 

1893.  1894. 


SILVER  YEN. 


SILVER  YEN. 


Exports    6,480,574.130   10,304,410.550 

Imports   6,388,761.410    9,465,647.560 


Total  exports  and  imports    19,770,058.110 

Excess  of  imports   838,762.990 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Exports    205,168.861 

Imports    304,894.210 

Miscellaneous   12,748.312 


Total   522,811.383 

TOTAL  VALUE  OP  EXPORTS  TO  AND  IMPORTS  FROM  VARIOUS  FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 


The  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal  of 
New  York,  says: — "The  present  condition  of 
England's  business,  the  losses  now  daily  inflicted 
on  her  merchants  and  manufacturers  by  the 
currency  trouble  in  India  and  elsewhere,  and 
the  rapid  decrease  in  her  business  with  silver- 
using  nations  all  over  the  world,  are  impressing 
on  her  merchants  the  necessity  for  action  and 
are  creating  a  public   opinion    which  must 
in  the  end  influence  the  Government."  And 
the  same  journal  adds  :—"  The  United  States 
can  now  look  on  with  great  composure  at 
the  pains  and  penalties  afflicting  the  great. ex- 
porter— the  great  creditor  nation.    We  produce 
a  large  amount  of  gold.    Europe  must  have 
our  breadstuff's,  and  pay  for  them.in  gold.  We 
have  no  foreign  business  that  is  materially 
affected  by  the  price  of  silver,  and  we  hold  no 
bonds  of  silver  countries.    Our  great  silver- 
producing  States,  Colorado  and  Idaho,  are  now 
large  gold-producers.    With  characteristic  Wes 
tern  enterprise,  Colorado  has   recovered  her 
good  spirits,  and  with  a  gold  production  of 
$1,000,000  a  month  and  an  increasing  output 
of  coal,  iron,  copper,  and  many  other  minerals 
her  cities  and  mining  camps  are  resuming  their 
old-time  activity.    Capital  is  flowing  back  into 
the  State  whose  prosperity  cannot  be  checked 
by  the  destruction  of  one  industry,  even  if  it 
did  produce  §30,000,000  a  year,  and  Colorado 
now  looks  with  composure  at  England's  silver 
troubles,  and  says  :— "  When  you  get  enough  of 
them  come  to  us  and  we  will  show  you  a  way 
out  which  will  benefit  the  whole  world,  and  is 
not  in  the  interest  of  any  one  nation." 


It  appears  that  the  London  Produce  Clearmg- 
Ilouse  Company  do  not  look  for  any  apprecia- 
tion of  the  gold-price  of  silver,  but  rather  a 


Exports.  Imports. 

Silver  Yen.  Silver  Yen. 

China                            1,061,338.150  2,047,524.090 

Hongkong                     1,809,426.830  459,039.020 

Annam  &  other  French 

India                                  518  000  874,716.340 

British  India                      251,391.710  329,268.020 

Russian  Asia                      6,174.240  287,002.620 

Korea                                84,777-680  172,628330 

Philippine  Islands               21,101.250  104,642010 

Siam                                       —  68,551-3°° 

France                            3,347.4i6  5°°  388,678.770 

Great  Britain                    586,459.43°  2,999,741. 220 

Germany                         130,751.720  663,872250 

Switzerland                        82,538.460  40,734.970 

Italy                                 100,394.900  14,322.680 

Austria                                82,738.100  i.9Q2-8°° 

Belgium                                   935.250  66,891.260 

Spain    2,550.000 

Sweden  &  Norway   369.000 

Russia   1,925  5°o 

Holland    i,599  S°° 

Portugal  

Turkey    470000 

Denmark   225.000 

United  States  of  Ame- 
rica   2,101,149-87° 

Canada  &  other  British 

America    222,833850 

Australia   115,134600 

Hawaii   33.402290 

Other  Countries    77.924-75° 


3,661.390 
87.200 
51.500 
536.820 

131.500 


Total. 
Silver  Yen 
3,108,862.240 
2,268,465.850 

875,234-34° 
580,659.730 
293,176.860 
257,406.010 
125,743.260 
68,551,300 
3<73°.°95-27° 
3,586,200.650 
794,623.970 
123,273.430 
"4.717-580 
84.73°-9o° 
67,826.510 
5,040  840 
4,030.390 
2,012.700 
1,651  000 
536.820 
470,000 
356.5°° 


actor,  and  by  deft  manipulation  of  the  property 
balloon,  he  appears  to  arise  to  an  immense 
height.    The  balloonist  is  invariably  dressed  in 
outrageous   imitation  of  Mr.   Spencer,  who, 
some  years  ago,  gave  the  Japanese  their  first 
real  and  lasting  impression  of  aeronautics.  The 
second  play  is  a  novelty,  being  no  less  than  a 
mise-en-scene  of   Lieut. -Colonel  Fukushima's 
adventurous  ride  across  Asia.    Even  the  now 
famous  pony  "Altai"  makes  his  appearance, 
being  represented  by  two  slim-shanked  utility- 
men.    The  last  play  on  the  list  is  "  Ishii  Tsune- 
emon,"  the  dramatic  story  of  the  brave  samurai 
who  could  never  be  brought  to  shame.  There 
are  now  three  theatres  in  Tokyo  rejoicing  in 
troupes  of  soshi  actors.    The  best  troupe  is  that 
of  Kawakani  Otojiro,  who  is  a  really  clever  his- 
trion.  Then  come  the  Fukui  people,  their  leader 
making  an  admirable  woman.    Finally,  there  is 
Yamaguchi  and  his  troupe,  who  have  just  taken 
over  the  Azuma-za  in  Asakusa.    Here  another 
novelty  will  shortly  be  produced,  a  play  entitled 
"Sawabe no  Yamabuki," dramatised  from  aserial 
story  recently  published  as  a  feuilleton  of  the 
Forozu  Choho  Shimbun.    The  tale  is  founded 
on  the  strange  history  of  Kawaguchi  Kenjiro,  a 
once-famous  criminal  resident  of  Yokohama. 
There  is  any  quantity  of  bloodshed  in  the  play, 
and  many  of  those  realistic  situations  that  always 
find  favour  with  a  Japanese  audience.  Besides 
this  drama,  Yamaguchi  and  his  troupe  will  give 
the  old  favourite  "  Chuko  Yamato  no  Onna," 
or  1"  The  loyal  and  filially   pious   Maid  of 
Japan," — a  title  which  speaks  for  itself. 


919,962.750  3,021,112.620 


1,168.340 
8,807.680 

9,143.860 


224,002.190 
123,942  280 
33,402  290 
87,068.610 


Total  10,123.546-58°   9.465,647.56°  19,589.194-14° 

TOTAL  VALUE  OF  EXPORTS   AND    IMPORTS   FROM    AND  TO   EACH  PORT- 


3,575,574.760  10,286,376.060 
4,488,882.550     7,152,487  840 


Yokohama    6,710,801.300 

Kobe   2,663,603.290 

Osaka    115,78894° 

Nagasaki    -254,263.000 

Hakodate    29,051.140 

Shimonoseki   229,814.610 

Moii   88,237.600 

Hakata    2,678.700 

Karatsu      22,148.000 

Kuchinotsu    135,372000 

Idzugahara   I'°I°-5o 

Shishimi    884.78° 

Sasuna   2,209.610 

Otaru    8,545-°°° 

,  „  „.  (  Exports   i,5i9.9<59  °9° 

Specie  and  Bullion  |  ,        rts   ,  ,369,535  600 


649,930.120 
721,311.820 
393-76o 
26,740.300 

1,950.393 


291,700 
533.760 
38.400 


805,719.060 
975.S74-820 
29,444.900 
256,554-910 
88,237.600 
4,629 .090 
22,148.000 
135,372.000 
1,302.280 
1,418,540 
2,248.010 
8,545.000 


Total    2,889,504  690 

Excess  of  exports    i50,433490 

VALUE  OF  EXPORTS  AND   IMPORTS   BY  JAPANESE  MERCHANTS  AND 
GOVERN M  KN  I'. 

C  Exports   1,506,176.400 

By  Japanese  Merchants  £  imp0rts   2,064,246.070 

Imported  by  Governments   i3S»059-840 


THEATRES. 


NOVELTIES  AT  THE  METROPOLITAN 

The  Haruki-za,  which  is  shortly  to  reopen, 
offers  a  very  attractive  programme.    First  on 
the  list  is  the  drama  known  as  "  Iga-goe  Dochu 
Sugoraku,"  a  tale  of  the  famous  vendetta  of 
Araki  Masaemon,  whose  name  is  a  simile  for 
loyalty  and  courage.   The  second  play  is  "  Onna 
nam  Kami,"  which  gives  fine  opportunities  for 
scenic  effects.    In  Hongo  District,  the  Masa- 
goza,  a  second-rate  theatre,  will  re-open  with 
"Ueno  Senso,"  the  "Battle  of  Ueno  "—a  histori- 
cal drama  founded  on  one  of  the  last  conflicts 
between  the  obstinate  retainers  of  the  Shogunate 
and  the  Imperialist  forces.    This  is  always  a 
popular  spectacle.  The  intermediate  plays  (naka 
maku)  are  two  in  number.    The  first  is  the  now 
well-known  "Fusen-nori,"  or  "Balloon  Ascen- 
sion," one  of  the  few  pieces  wherein  the  stage 
effects  of  ajapanese  theatre  are  seen  at  their  best. 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  AND  THEIR  ABUSES. 

For  some  time  past,  several  weeks  in  fact,  the 
Miyako  Shimbun  has  been  publishing  a  series 
of  articles  on  abuses  said  to  exist  in  Primary 
Schools,  particularly  those  of  Tokyo.    If  only  a 
fractional  part  of  that  which  has  been  made 
public  is  true,  then  a  number  of  the  largest 
metropolitan  educational  institutions  are  unques- 
tionably in  a  bad  way.     The  articles  appear  to 
be  written  in  perfect  good  faith,  though  in  many 
instances  traces  of  that  hysteria  which  is  fast  be- 
coming a  national  malady,  are  plainly  visible. 
It  is,  however,  well-known  that  these  primary 
establishments  are  far  from  being  wholly  satis- 
factory, and  this  not  with  regard  to  the  curri- 
culum or  manner  of  tuition,  but  owing  to  other 
causes  which,  in  this  instance,  our  contem- 
porary is  at  pains  to  set  forth   in  the  most 
elaborate  manner.      We  cannot  indeed  credit 
the  whole  of  the  Miyako  Shimbun's  statements ; 
the  series  is  still  incomplete  and  the  Miyako 
promises  disclosures  of  an  even  more  discredit- 
able nature ;  but  even   at  present  it  is  quite 
evident  that  a  very  thorough  revision  of  the 
larger  Primary  Schools  is  called  for.    At  all 
events  it  seems  that  many  parents  have  written 
approvingly  to  our  contemporary,  speaking  in 
high  terms  of  the  fearless  manner  in  which  the 
exposures  are  made;  while  the  Tokyo  Asahi 
Shimbun  and  others  do  not  hesitate  to  praise 
the  steps  taken  and  express  a  wish  that  the  in- 
vestigation might  be  made  to  include  other 
places  than  Tokyo.    But  in  reviewing  the  whole 
subject,  one  must  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  the  educational  system  of  Japan  is  still, 
like  so  much  else,  in  a  transition  period  :  it  has 
not  yet  become  consolidated,  the  exact  educa- 
tional needs  as  well  as  the  scope  of  education 
itself  not  being  thoroughly  appreciated.  The 
fact  nevertheless  remains  that  each  year  sees 
progress  made  in  the  right  direction  and  that 
there  are  now  schools  in  the  country  of  which 
any  European  might^will  be  proud.    What  has 
hitherto  been  done  is  largely  tentative.  How 
senseless  and  ill-timed,  under  such  circum- 
stances, was  the  proposal  of  the  last  Diet  to  do 
away  with  the  Department  of  Education,  is 
patent.    Festina  lente,  or  the  Japanese  equiva- 
lent, seite  wa  koio  wo  shisonzuru,  is  a  saying 
which  applies  to  all  human  affairs,  and  never 
more  so  than  at  present  when  all  the  world 
seems  to  be  at  fever  heat  and  the  fin-du-siecle 
spirit  more  rampantly  progressive  and  icono- 
clastic than  ever.     The  Miyako  Shimbun,  in 
our  opinion,  lays  far  loo  much  stress  on  matters 
of  trivial  importance.     It  slates,  however,  in  so 


April  28,  lSy4.] 


TIIK    JAPAN    WKLKLY  MAIL 


491 


many  words  that  a  system  of  favouritism  is  cha- 
racteristic of  most  Primary  Schools.  The  sons 
and  daughters  of  well-to-do  parents  have  greater 
care  bestowed  on  them,  are  treated  more  polite- 
ly and  altogether  better  instructed  than  those 
who  are  I  he  scions  of  less  wealthy  houses.  But 
we  can  assure  our  contemporary  that  the  Pri- 
mary Schools  of  Japan  are  by  no  means 
unique  in  this  instance.  The  same  is  un- 
fortunately true  of  many  educational  establish- 
ments in  Europe  and  America,  for  it  is  one  of 
the  inherent  evil  qualities  of  human  nature  thai 
money  commands  respect  while  poverty  does 
the  reverse.  Again,  the  Miyako  Shimbun 
states  that  many  teachers,  under  the  guise  of 
giving  further  instruction  in  their  own  homes, 
nominally  free  of  charge,  have  large  classes, 
the  members  of  which  makes  monthly  gifts  of 
money  to  their  masters ;  and  that  this  system 
has  in  certain  cases  gone  so  far  that  the  interests 
of  the  school  proper  are  neglected.  This  is  an 
evil  which  can  hardly  be  remedied  unless  the 
monthly  stipend  of  the  teachers  is  increased. 
They  are  about  the  worst-paid  pedagogues  in 
the  world,  their  salary  barely  sufficing  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, there  is  no  reason  for  surprise  if  they 
attempt  to  add  a  little  to  their  income.  An- 
other charge  made  is  that,  on  the  occasion  of 
Undo  Kwai,  or  excursions  and  picnics,  the 
pupils  are  made  to  go  to  absurdly  distant  places, 
requiring  in  some  instances  an  outlay  of  two  or 
three  yen.  The  teachers  of  the  Tokiwa  Gakko, 
in  Nihonbashi  District,  dragged  their  weary 
charges  all  the  way  to  Nikko  last  year,  on  an- 
other occasion  walking,  in  two  days,  to  Eno- 
shima  and  back,  both  formidable  distances  for 
little  feet.  The  same  school  proposes  this  year 
to  go  either  to  Okitsu  or  Numazu,  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  better  counsels  will  prevail.  A 
more  serious  charge  is  that  some  teachers  are 
in  the  habit  of  making  wine-parties  in  company 
with  their  wealthy  pupils,  and  that  drunkenness 
and  lewdness  are  characteristics  of  such  gather- 
ings. The  students  are  expected  to  foot  the 
bills,  even  to  the  geisha-h'ue.  This  is  a  most 
unfortunate  matter,  if  true  ;  but  while  there  may 
be  some  isolated  cases,  we  cannot  credit  the 
statement  that  such  things  frequently  occur. 
Nor  can  we  give  credence  to  the  charge  that 
instances  of  immoral  familiarity  between  teacher 
and  taught  are  not  uncommon.  But  we  have 
quoted  enough  to  show  that  the  Miyako  Shim- 
bun  is  not  fighting  merely  with  windmills. 
State  inspection,  however,  would  be  preferable  to 
the  public  exposure  of  much  that  is  discredit- 
able and  still  more  that  is  incredible. 


EMIGRATION  TO  HOKKAIDO. 

Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro,  a  director  of  the  Tanko 
Railway  Company,  who  recently  returned  from 
a  visit  to  Hokkaido,  reports  that  an  unpre- 
cedented stream  of  immigration  is  flowing  in. 
As  many  as  250  new-comers  per  day  proceed 
to  Sapporo  by  the  Tanko  line  from  Otaru  or 
Mororan.  In  a  village  called  Iwamizawa,  lying 
mid-way  between  Sapporo  and  Poronai,  Mr. 
Inouye  counted  more  than  sixty  new  houses  that 
had  sprung  up  since  his  visit  last  summer.  The 
total  number  of  immigrants  last  year  was  fifty 
thousand,  approximately,  but  judging  from  the 
state  of  affairs  thus  far  in  the  present  year,  that 
total  will  be  trebled.  In  October  of  1893  the  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha  opened  a  direct  steamship 
service  between  Hakodate  and  Mororan,  and  it 
was  anticipated  that  the  shipping  interest  at 
Otaru  would  suffer  in  consequence.  Bui  such 
ha's  not  been  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  owing 
to  the  abnormal  activity  of  immigration,  shipping 
affairs  at  Otaru  are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  however,  does  not 
seem  to  have  fared  too  prosperously.  It  has 
three  steamers  on  the  new  line,  and  their  average 
monthly  earnings  have  totalled  only  15,000  yen, 
a  sum  evidently  too  small  to  cover  expenses. 
But  the  winter  and  early  spring  months 
are  never  favourable  for  shipping  operations  in 
Hokkaido,  and  it  is  predicted  by  men  of  ex- 
perience that,  according  to  present  appearances, 
the  Company  is  sure  to  recoup  itself  fully  later  on. 
Mr.  Inouye  speaks  very  hopefully  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Tanko  Company  also.    Its  new  railway, 


which  showed  a  loss  of  30,000  yen  in  the 
25111  fiscal  year,  made  a  profit  of  about  2,000 
In  the  a 6th  year,  and  seems  to  have  a  still 
brighter  prospect  before  it.  With  regard  to 
coal,  the  profit  derived  from  the  mines  had  not 
hitherto  exceeded  29,000  in  a  year,  but  Mr. 
Inouye  anticipates  80,000  yen  this  year. 


IMPROPER  PRACTICBS  AT   HXAM I  NATIONS  FOR 
THE  ARMY. 

Evkry  one  remembers  the  commotion  created 
last  year  by  a  report  that  some  of  the  papers  to 
be  set  at  the  examination  of  aspirants  for  legal 
diplomas  had  been  divulged  through  careless- 
ness on  the  part  of  (he  examiners.  A  similar 
charge  is  now  preferred  by  the  Niroku  Shimpo 
in  connection  with  a  recent  examination  at  the 
Military  College  (Shihan  Gakko).  It  is  alleged 
that  one  of  the  students  knew  the  questions  to 
be  propounded  in  history,  and  made  a  remark- 
able score  in  that  one  branch,  though  showing 
no  scholarship  in  others.  The  examiner  whose 
fair  fame  was  involved,  called  at  the  office  of  the 
newspaper,  and  explained  that  no  underhand 
practice  of  the  kind  was  possible,  inasmuch  as 
the  questions  are  prepared  at  the  Head  Quarter 
Staff  and  forwarded  under  seal  to  the  place  of 
examination,  where  they  are  opened  just  before 
being  handed  to  the  students.  But  the  Niroku 
declines  to  accept  this  plea.  It  says  that  the 
questions,  though  forwarded  from  the  Head 
Quarter  Staff,  are  selected  from  among  a  num- 
ber submitted  by  the  examiners  in  each  section, 
and  that  the  latter  are  consequently  in  a  position 
to  post  students  within  certain  limits.  There 
the  matter  rests.  -  It  is  a  pity  that  either  the 
paper  is  not  compelled  by  legal  process  to 
retract  its  accusation,  or  that  the  incriminated 
examiner  is  not  definitely  proved  guilty. 


A  SWINDLE  R. 

An  ingenious  swindler  has  just  been  arrested  in 
Tokyo.  He  came  to  the  capital  some  years  ago 
from  Kochi  Prefecture  for  purposes  of  study, 
but  soon  fell  into  such  dissipated  ways  that  his 
father  stopped  his  allowance  and  severed  all 
connection  with  him.  Reduced  thus  to  the 
brink  of  starvation,  the  idea  of  simulating 
muteness  occurred  to  him.  He  acted  on  it  so 
successfully  that  he  obtained  ingress  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  School,  and  remained  there 
for  some  time.  Leaving  the  School  on  some 
pretext,  he  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Vis- 
count Hijikata,  and  communicated  to  the  steward 
in  writing  a  story  about  his  failure  to  enter  a 
deaf  and  dumb  institution  and  his  desire  to 
obtain  means  for  returning  to  his  native  province. 
Clan  feeling  is  strong  in  Japan.  The  steward 
not  only  assisted  him  pecuniarily,  but  also  gave 
him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Count  Sasaki, 
who  too  comes  from  Tosa,  and  being  franked 
on  by  the  latter  nobleman's  folks,  he  succeeded 
in  obtaining  benevolent  aid  from  quite  a  num- 
ber of  people.  Finally,  he  passed  from  real 
to  forged  letters  of  recommendation,  and  that 
proved  his  ruin.  For  having  presented  to  Mr. 
Chimoto,  a  Professor  in  the  Higher  Normal 
School,  a  letter  purporting  to  be  from  the  Head- 
man of  Koishikawa,  the  Professor,  who  knew  the 
Headman's  hand,  had  his  suspicions  aroused, 
and  the  pretended  mute,  being  severely  pressed 
for  an  explanation,  forgot  his  disability  and  burst 
into  speech,  which,  of  course,  put  an  end  to  his 
career  of  duplicity. 


TEMPLE  PRESERVATION. 

The  question  of  temple  preservation  is  receiv- 
ing renewed  attention  in  connection  with  the 
Exhibition  next  year  in  Kyoto.  Several  years 
ago,  writes  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  the 
Home  Department  gave  instructions  to  have 
inquiries  made  as  to  the  most  efficacious  and 
feasible  means  of  conserving  these  relics  of 
Japanese  sentiment,  civilization,  and  art.  But 
apparently  no  very  practical  result  was  attained, 
for  the  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  Trea- 
sury for  purposes  of  preservation  has  remained 
ten  thousand  yen,  a  sum  ridiculously  insuffi- 
cient. Some  time  ago  the  celebrated  temple  of 
Kwannon  in  Asakusa  was  found  to  be  in  urgent 
need  of  repairs  involving  an  expenditure  of 
eighty  thousand  yen,  but  the  Home  Department 


was  not  in  a  position  to  contribute  more  than 
five  hundred  yen  of  that  amount — a  striking 
illustration  of  the  deficiency  of  its  resources. 
Next  year,  an  unusual  access  of  visitor h  is  anti- 
cipated, and  there  is  corresponding  anxiety  to 
effect  the  most  needed  repairs  of  the  sacred 
edifices  before  that  advent  of  sightseers.  Nu- 
merous applications  for  aid  have  leached 
Tokyo  from  To-ji,  from  Byodo-in,  from  Nan- 
zen-ji,  from  Kyomizu,  from  Mampuku-ji,  from 
Horyn-ji,  from  Daibulsu-den,  from  Yakushi-ji, 
from  Toshodai-ji  and  so  forth.  What  will  be 
the  issue,  no  one  seems  yet  able  to  form  any  idea. 


THE    IIONJO  MURDERS. 

The  perpetrator  of  the  triple  murder  and  in- 
cendiarism in  Hongo,  Tokyo,  is  now  proved,  by 
his  own  confession,  to  be  Sakakibara  Yuryo, 
half-brother  of  the  well-known  fencing-master 
Sakakibara  Kenkichi.  The  story  of  the  crime 
presents  no  extraordinary  features.  Sakakibara 
had  for  many  years  been  a  recipient  of  Judge 
Kogure's  favours,  obtaining,  through  his  in- 
fluence, minor  official  positions  that  enabled  him 
to  support  his  wife  and  four  children.  On  the 
morning  of  the  day  when  the  crime  was  per- 
petrated, Sakakibara  importuned  the  ex-Judge 
so  peremptorily  that  the  old  man  lost  patience 
and  administered  a  beating  to  his  annoying 
visitor.  Sakakibara  determined  to  be  revenged. 
The  memory  of  past  benevolence  entirely  ob- 
literated by  that  one  act  of  violence,  he  armed 
himself  with  a  cudgel,  shaped  like  a  sword, 
and  proceeded  to  Mr.  Kogure's  house.  Having 
been  for  many  years  a  teacher  of  fencing  scarcely 
less  skilled  than  his  brother,  such  a  weapon  be- 
came very  formidable  in  his  hands.  He  crept  into 
the  house,  and  finding  the  ex-Judge  reading, 
felled  hjm  with  one  blow  of  the  cudgel.  Start- 
led by  the  sound  of  the  blow,  the  ex-Judge's 
son  entered  the  room  and  was  immediately 
felled  in  the  same  manner.  Sakakibara  now 
searched  for  some  cutting  weapon,  and  found  a 
Bizen  sword  with  which  he  stabbed  his  victims 
in  the  gullet  and  abdomen.  He  then  seated 
himself  to  quietly  await  the  return  of  the  maid- 
servant. Having  killed  her,  he  possessed  him- 
self of  a  watch  and  three  or  four  suits  of  clothes, 
and  then  setting  the  house  on  fire,  made  his 
escape.  It  was  his  purpose  to  leave  Tokyo, 
but  as  suspicion  fell  on  the  dead  son  of  the 
ex-Judge,  he  saw  no  reason  for  haste,  and  thus 
found  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  police  before 
he  could  carry  out  his  project  of  flight.  At 
first  'he  put  a  bold  face  on  the  matter,  but  the 
discovery  of  the  stolen  watch  and  clothes  in  his 
house,  as  well  as  of  bloodstains  on  garments 
worn  by  him,  showed  him  that  further  conceal- 
ment was  useless,  and  he  confessed  everything. 


MISTAKEN  HONOUR. 

Upon  returning  to  his  home  after  a  few  hours' 
absence,  a  man  named  Lie  Tsunezo,  living  in 
Akasaka,  found  the  corpse  of  his  younger  bro- 
ther hanging  in  one  of  the  apartments.  The 
young  man,  Koda  Kensaku,  had  for  some  time 
being  suffering  from  consumption  and  deemed 
his  case  incurable.  Unable  to  work,  he  was 
compelled  to  receive  assistance  at  the  hands 
of  his  elder  brother.  This  fact  preyed  upon  his 
mind,  says  a  letter  addressed  to  Irie  shortly 
before  committing  suicide;  he  deemed  it  dis- 
honourable to  be  a  burden  to  his  brother.  While 
acknowledging  the  elder's  kindness,  he  thought 
that  his  death  would  make  things  easier  for  all 
concerned,  and  so  "took  the  libeity ""' of  depart- 
ing this  world. 

THE  NIPPON. 

We  have  been  accustomed  for  the  last  five  years 
to  expect  so  much  intemperance  and  anti-foreign 
violence  in  the  columns  of  the  Nippon  that  we 
have  gradually  ceased  to  regard  it  as  a  serious 
journal.  One  can  get  accustomed  to  anything. 
There  is  a  story  told  of  a  man  who,  having  been 
in  the  habit  of  sleeping  beside  a  high-pressure 
engine  suffered  insomnolence  when  he  moved 
to  a  quiet  neighbourhood.  In  the  same  sense 
the  Nippon  witii  its  perpetual  clang  and  clatter 
had  ceased  to  be  a  nuisance  or  indeed  to  be 
much  thought  of  until  recently  when  the  atten- 
tions paid  to  it  by  the  police  brought  it  again 
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into  prominence.  It  has  been  suffering  from 
an  intermittent  fever  of  suspensions,  the  inter- 
vals between  the  accesses  growing  gradually 
shorter.  The  last  was  only  a  few  hours.  Re- 
leased from  suspension  on  the  23rd,  it  was 
again  placed  under  the  ban  on  the  24th.  Its 
offence  was  a  tirade  about  the  Treaties.  The 
Nippon  wants  everything  abolished,  that  is  to 
say,  everything  that  can  be  coustrued,  however 
remotely,  as  a  conventional  privilege  accorded 
to  foreigners,  and  such  is  its  mood  that,  even 
when  everything  had  been  abolished,  it  would 
evidently  wish  for  a  little  more  abolition,  like 
Hodge  and  the  bacon  and  beans.  Of  course 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  understanding  such 
writing  on  the  part  of  a  Japanese  journal,  but 
nevertheless  its.  indulgence  cannot  be  suffered 
unless  Japan  means  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  of 
the  Treaties  without  any  thought  for  the  vested 
lights  of  foreign  nations. 

THE   OPPOSITION'S  PROGRAMME. 

Seeing  no  hope  of  inducing  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  vote  for  a  Strict- 
Treaty-enforcement  measure  such  as  was  in- 
troduced last  session,  the  six  sections  of  the 
Opposition  have  now  finally  resolved  to  adopt 
another  means  of  embarrassing  the  Government. 
They  know  that  the  Radicals  themselves  dis- 
approve of  the  step  taken  by  the  Cabinet  in  dis- 
solving the  House  of  Representatives  before  it 
had  obtained  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  Strict 
Enforcement  motion.  Hence,  at  the  very  out 
set  of  next  session,  they  will  bring  up  the  ques- 
tion of  the  impropriety  of  the  dissolution,  and 
having  committed  the  Radicals  to  vote  with  them 
on  that  point,  they  will  then  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  the  House  can  not  repose  con- 
fidence in  such  a  Cabinet.  To  add  force  to 
this  resolution  they  will  propose  that  thfe  House 
should  suspend  its  sittings  in  order  to  give 
the  Government  time  for  reflection,  and  thus 
the  old  weary  round  of  fruitless  conflict  will 
be  again  inaugurated.  Such,  says  the  Jiji 
Shimpo,  is  the  programme.  We  do  not  doubt  it. 
Something  of  the  kind  has  been  foreshadowed 
in  all  the  writings  of  the  Opposition  press  since 
the  commencement  of  the  year.  But  it  is  scarcely 
likely  that  the  Radicals  will  consent  to  be  so 
easily  made  the  cat's-paws  of  the  six  sections. 

THE   JAPANESE  MONEY  MARKET. 

Money  is  unusually  scarce  in  Japan  at  present, 
according  to  the  Jiji  Shimpo.  The  fall  in  the 
gold  price  of  silver  is  advanced  as  a  cause  of 
this  state  of  affairs,  but  since  exchange  fluctua- 
tions affect  tiie  country's  foreign  trade  only, 
and  since  the  bulk  of  that  trade  shows  a  strong 
tendency  to  increase,  we  do  not  clearly  perceive 
how  a  change  in  the  ratio  of  gold  to  silver  can 
influence  the  Japanese  money  market.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  the  Jiji's  fact  as  to  tight 
money  is  presumably  correct.  Osaka  is  said  to 
be  suffering  particularly.  The  Bank  of  Japan's 
Branch  in  that  city  has  been  obliged  to  give 
accommodation  to  the  extent  of  1 2,000,000  yen 
during  the pastfew months, whereas  itsmaximum 
previously  had  been  only  10,000,000.  Probably 
the  true  reason  of  this  state  of  affairs  is  to  be 
sought  in  the  growth  of  industrial  enterprise 
and  the  consequent  fixing  of  floating  capital.  It 
has  always  been  a  surprise  to  us  that  japan  does 
not  suffer  more  by  being  so  thoroughly  self- 
contained  in  money  matters.  She  works  entirely 
with  her  own  capital,  and  it  need  scarcely  be 
said  that  any  merchant  doing  that  must  be 
content  to  remain  in  a  small  way  of  business. 
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We  learn  from  the  same  newspaper  that  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Japan,  commenting  on 
the  above  state  of  affairs,  warns  his  countrymen 
to  be  prepared  for  still  harder  times  when  silver 
begins  to  emerge  from  its  present  abyss  of  depre- 
ciation. Mr.  Kawada  thinks  that  it  will  emerge, 
and  bases  his  prophesy  on  reports  compiled  by 
experts  of  the  Bank  recently  sent  to  America 
and  India  to  investigate  the  silver  question. 
He  is  probably  right.  Commerce  will  have  to 
suffer  many  of  the  evils  of  a  dislocated  exchange 
in  an  inverse  sense  before  the  world  awakes 
to  the  fact  that  to  conduct  business  with  media 
of  exchange  the  fluctuations  of  which  exceed 


the  limits  of  any  profit  reasonably  obtainable 
from  the  business  itself,  is  the  hardest  task  ever 
yet  proposed  for  human  beings. 

A  NEW  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

A  large  railway  project  is  said  to  be  on  foot, 
the  principal  promoters  being  Messrs.  Ume- 
ura,  Tsuchida,  and  Yokohama,  influential  busi- 
ness men  of  Tokyo.  The  idea  originated,  we 
read,  with  Mr.  Saburi,  a  railway  engineer,  who 
in  the  course  of  long  official  duties  performed 
in  Mino,  Shinano,  Echigo,  and  adjacent  pro- 
vinces, found  an  excellent  route,  as  he  sup- 
poses, for  a  line  constructed  so  as  to  traverse 
districts  where  a  large  traffic  in  goods  rather 
than  in  passengers  will  be  tapped.  The  line 
will  connect  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  with  Kyoto 
and  Osaka.  Its  general  plan,  indeed,  revives 
the  original  conception  of  the  Nakasendo  cen- 
tral route,  and  it  will  thus  bring  Hokkaido, 
0-u,  and  Hoku-yetsu  into  close  collection  with 
the  Kwan-sei  regions.  The  districts  traversed 
by  it  will  be  Tajimi  and  Nakatsugawa  of  Mino ; 
Fukushima,  Suwa,  Matsumoto,  Nagano,  Ii- 
yama,  and  Suzuka  of  Shinano  ;  Tokamachi, 
Ojiya,  Nagaoka,  and  Shibata  of  Echigo,  and  so 
forth.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  principal  staples 
of  traffic  will  be  timber  from  Kiso,  silk  from 
Shinano,  cereals  from  Echigo,  porcelain  from 
Tajimi,  woven  fabrics  from  Ojiya,  marine  pro- 
ducts from  Kambara,  lacquer  from  Yonezawa, 
&c.  The  total  distance  to  be  negotiated  is 
338!  miles,  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at  21  mil- 
lion yen.  The  promoters  intend  to  petition 
the  Government  to  guarantee  five  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  pending  the  completion  of  the  works 
of  construction.  So  soon  as  the  road  is  open 
to  traffic  all  official  aid  will  be  dispensed  with. 
The  Kokkai,  from  which  we  take  these  particu- 
lars, says  that  the  project  has  already  received 
substantial  support,  and  will  doubtless  be  sub- 
mitted for  official  approval  in  a  few  days. 


THE  PENINSULAR  AND  ORIENTAL  COMPANY  AND 
THE  BOMBAY  SERVICE. 

The  Nippon,  which  has  just  enjoyed  a  brief 
period  of  publication  after  recent  suspension, 
has  an  article  expressing  great  satisfaction  about 
what  it  calls  the  discomfiture  of  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company.  Our  notoriously  level- 
headed contemporary  catalogues  quite  a  num- 
ber of  causes  for  satisfaction.  It  says,  in  the 
first  place,  that  whereas  the  Company  hoped  to 
crush  its  Japanese  rival  by  reducing  freights  to 
almost  nominal  figures,  its  extreme  action 
served  really  to  exasperate  the  Japanese  and  to 
consolidate  their  union  against  itself.  Then, 
again,  Manchester  merchants  regard  the  Com- 
pany's doings  with  much  disfavour.  Their  in- 
terests are  directly  concerned  in  the  fact  that  the 
Company  has  extended  its  reduction  of  fares  to 
Bombay  yarns,  and  these  being  consequently 
placed  upon  the  Japanese  market  at  very  low 
rales,  are  enabled  to  compete  disastrously  with 
imports  from  Manchester.  Finally,  the  Nippon 
alleges  that  the  Company  has  lost  credit  with 
the  native  merchants  of  Bombay  also,  whose  eyes 
have  been  opened  by  recent  events  to  the  undue 
profits  reaped  by  the  Company  during  the  period 
when  it  monopolized  the  carrying  trade  between 
Bombay  and  Yokohama.  We  do  not  suppose 
that  the  reputation  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  is  likely  to  staffer  much  from  any  at- 
tacks that  the  Nippon  may  make.  The  fight  is 
a  fair  one,  and  while  we  naturally  sympathize 
with  the  P.  &  O.  Company  and  wish  it  success, 
we  can  very  well  understand  that  Japanese 
merchants  are  swayed  by  precisely  the  opposite 
feeling.  

INTERRUPTED  NUPTIALS. 

Material  for  a  first-rate  sensational  romance 
might  have  been  obtained  from  a  scene  tha 
recently  occurred  at  a  wedding-ceremony  in 
KyobashiDistrict.Tokyo.  Tadao,  the  eldest  son 
of  a  well  to-do  merchant,  was  about  to  espouse 
the  blooming  Oshizu,  a  well-dowered  young  lady 
of  somewhat  mature  charms.  Just  as  the  bridal 
couple  were  about  to  go  through  the  ceremony 
of  san-san-ku,  or  the  thrice  emptying  of  three 
tiny  cups  of  sake,  a  man  forced  his  way  into 
the  room  and  without  stopping  to  make  obei- 
sance ciied  out: — "  I  am  Sato  Zentaro,  of  Shin 


Minato  Cho.  I  see  you  are  marrying  this  wo- 
man, Oshizu.  Then  perhaps  you  do  not  know 
the  she  has  another  husband  living."  Tadao 
sprang  to  his  feet  and  was  about  to  make 
a  violent  assault  on  the  defamer  of  his  bride, 
when  some  of  the  wedding  guests  interposed 
and  begged  him  first  to  sift  the  matter. 
Oshizu  meanwhile  remained  crouched  on  the 
floor,  pale  and  speechless.  It  did  not  take 
many  minutes  to  satisfy  even  the  irate  bride- 
groom that  Oshizu  was  in  very  truth  the 
wife  of  the  intruder  himself.  Sato  showed  a 
ring  that  he  had  received  from  the  would-be 
bigamist  and  Tadao  recognised  it  as  one  that  he 
had  lately  given  to  her  whom  he  had  supposed 
still  in  the  innocence  of  maidenhood.  A  scene 
of  great  confusion  followed.  Oshizu  had  to 
depart  under  the  escort  of  her  actual  husband, 
and  Tadao,  furious  at  the  deception  of  which 
he  had  been  the  victim,  took  immediate  steps 
to  bring  the  matter  into  court.  It  is  believed 
that  the  parents  of  the  young  women  were  ac- 
cessory to  her  act. 

EXCHANGES. 

A  general  meeting  of  representatives  of  the 
various  Exchanges  throughout  the  Empire  was 
held  in  Osaka  during  four  days,  beginning  on 
the  15th  instant.  The  attendance  numbered 
90.  Originally  nothing  more  than  a  social 
gathering  seems  to  have  been  contemplated, 
but  many  of  the  members  being  bent  upon  seri- 
ous business,  the  meeting  was  duly  organized 
and  proceeded  to  hear  speeches,  debate  Bills, 
and  vote  resolutions.  A  tolerably  full  account 
is  given  by  the  vernacular  press,  but  the  details 
have  no  special  interest  for  our  readers.  A  Bill 
to  amend  the  tax  on  Exchanges  was  introduced 
as  a  matter  of  course.  More  interesting  was  a 
proposal  for  extending  the  scope  of  transactions 
by  means  of  marks  alone  without  samples.  At 
present  this  system  is  limited  to  rice,  whereas  in 
pre-Restoration  days  it  extended  to  cotton  and 
oil  also.  The  matter  was  entrusted  to  a  special 
Committee  as  was  also  a  BUI  relating  to  points 
of  conflict  between  the  Civil  and  Commercial 
Codes  with  special  reference  to  Exchanges. 
The  Tokyo  representatives  introduced  a  mea- 
sure for  the  establishment  of  a  commercial  bank 
which  found  favour  with  the  meeting. 


NO  MIRACLE. 

Whom  the  gods  love,  die  young,"  is  probably 
the  only  fitting  consolation  one  may  offer  to 
Imai  O  Fuki,  the  mistress  of  a  well-known  tea- 
house in  Susaki  Cho,  Tokyo.  Some  days  ago 
her  son-in-law,  Tetsugoro,  was  suddenly  taken 
with  a  severe  attack  of  pleurisy,  very  grave 
symptoms  developing.  A  reputable  metropolitan 
practitioner  was  called  in  and  under  his  experi- 
enced treatment  the  patient  grew  slowly  better. 
But  this  failed  to  satisfy  O  Fuki :  she  would 
have  her  son-in-law  made  well  at  once.  Being 
a  very  ardent  believer  of  the  Remmon  sect,  she 
was  persuaded  that  divine  counsel  could  be 
obtained  of  the  priests  at  her  favourite  temple. 
So  she  went  thither  and  after  the  customary 
offerings  asked  the  advice  of  her  ghostly  coun- 
sellors. They  recommended  her  to  make 
Tetsugoro  drink  some  of  the  water  in  which 
the  image  of  their  principal  deity  was  washed, 
assuring  her  that  instant  convalescence  would  be 
the  result.  Armed  with  this  counsel  and  a  portly 
flagon  of  the  not  over-clear  fluid,  O  Fuki  re- 
turned home  and  persuaded  Tetsugoro  into 
taking  a  copious  draught.  He  obeyed  like  a 
lamb;  but  the  mixture  was  probably  too  strong 
or  else  failed  to  work  harmoniously  in  connec- 
tion with  the  heterodox  medicaments  of  the 
Western-taught  physician,  for  the  poor  man  died 
three  days  after.  

SCIENCE   IN  JAPAN. 

The  Nippon-jin  of  the  18th  instant  laments  the 
tardy  progress  of  scientific  study  in  Japan.  It 
is  inclined  to  lay  the  blame  chiefly  upon  the 
elder  generation  of  scientists;  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  group  of  students  who  received  their 
education  in  the  West  during  the  first  ten  years 
of  the  present  era  (1868-1877),  and  who  now 
o'ecupy  the  principal  chairs  in  the  Imperial 
University  and  other  leading  seats  of  learning. 
These  persons  enjoy  the  monopoly  of  rank  and 
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honours  accorded  to  men  of  science  in  Japan. 
But  are  they  devoted  to  science  ?  The  Nippon- 
jin  emphatically  replies  in  the  negative.  Their 
knowledge,  it  says,  is  antiquated  and  shallow. 
Satisfied  with  the  esteem  in  which  they  are 
regarded  by  the  ignorant  public  and  still 
more  with  the  official  rank  they  have  ob- 
tained, they  have  no  desire  either  to  engage 
in  original  investigations  or  to  keep  them- 
selves in  touch  with  the  current  of  thought 
in  the  West.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  they 
take  little  interest  in  younger  men  of  science  who 
exhibit  any  aptitude  for  the  investigation  of 
scientific  truths.  It  may  even  be  charged  against 
them  that  they  discourage  the  growth  of  a  spirit 
of  original  research.  Among  the  younger  stu- 
dents of  science,  the  Nippon-jin  notices  many 
investigators  of  great  calibre.  But  to  them  are 
closed  all  the  chairs  and  posts  of  importance, 
since  these  are  tenaciously  held  by  the  mem- 
bers of  what  may  be  termed  the  aristocracy  of 
scientists.  Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  left  out  in 
the  cold  by  their  luckier  elders,  and  on  the 
other,  regarded  with  indifference  by  the  gene- 
ral public,  it  is  not  surprising  that  younger 
students  should  suffer  from  the  blighting  in- 
fluence of  neglect.  The  indifference  of  the 
public  towards  men  of  science  is  the  result 
of  the  faulty  teachings  of  Chinese  philosophy, 
which  regards  politics  as  the  highest  func- 
tion of  gentlemen,  and  looks  with  contempt 
upon  science  and  art.  Works  on  politics 
and  literature  are  applauded  or  condemned  by 
more  or  less  well  qualified  critics  in  the  columns 
of  magazines  and  newspapers  throughout  the 
country,  but  scarcely  a  periodical  takes  any 
notice  of  the  productions  of  scientific  men.  But 
if  the  public  entertain  mistaken  notions  about 
the  nature  of  science,  the  Nippon-jin  thinks  it 
the  duty  of  the  elder  generation  of  scientific 
men  to  endeavour  to  remove  such  notions,  and 
to  disseminate  knowledge  among  the  people. 
Our  contemporary  urges  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  pensions  for  men  engaged  in  original 
scientific  research.  It  thinks  that  the  adoption 
of  such  a  system  would  do  much  to  enhance 
the  position  of  this  Empire  among  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  world. 


A  WONDER-WORKING  IMAGE. 

Some  weeks  ago,  a  jinrikisha-ma.n  named  Ina- 
gaki,  living  in  Fukagawa  District,  Tokyo,  while 
digging  in  the  tiny  plot  of  ground  attached  to 
his  house,  happened  to  unearth  one  of  the  stone 
images  know  as  jizo.  It  stood  about  two  feet 
high  and  weighed  something  like  twenty-four 
pounds.  Shortly  afterwards — here  the  account 
grows  apocryphal — he  had  a  remarkable  dream, 
in  which  the  resurrected  jizo  came  and  stood 
by  his  pillow,  thanking  him  for  having  dug  him 
out  of  his  very  damp  and  unpleasant  quarters. 
He  asked  what  he  could  to  show  his  gratitude. 
Inagaki,  still  asleep,  replied  that  he  was  trou- 
bled with  a  very  stubborn  rash  that  he  would 
like  to  be  rid  of.  "  Rub  the  spots  with 
daiwo  (rhubarb-root),"  said  his  godship,  "  and 
you  will  recover  in  two  days."  Upon  awaken- 
ing, Inagaki  at  once  followed  the  advice  of  the 
jizo,  and  was  completely  restored  to  health  in 
the  specified  time.  The  story  of  this  remark- 
able instance  got  noised  abroad  and  many  people 
of  the  poorer  classcameto  worship  the  mysterious 
image.  Inagaki  gave  up  his  trade  as  a  kuruma- 
puller,  being  quite  able  to  make  a  comfortable 
living  of  the  saisen  (petty  alms)  offered  to  his 
stony  benefactor.  But  the  police  got  wind  of 
the  matter,  and  believing  with  materialistic 
harshness  that  the  days  of  such  miracles  were 
past,  impounded  the  jizo  and  arrested  Inagaki 
for  swindling.  Inagaki's  trial  will  shortly  come 
off,  when  the  reality  of  the  miracle  will  be  tested. 
The  jizo  seems  to  be  having  a  pretty  hard  time 
of  it  altogether. 

MEAN  REVENGE. 

Usurers  are  not  more  liked  in  Japan  than  else- 
where. There  are  three  classes  of  men  who 
seem  in  all  cases  to  meet  with  nothing  but  dis- 
favour at  the  hands  of  the  public;  almost  uni- 
versally execrated,  their  lot  cannot  be  called  an 
enviable  one.  The  feeling  against  them  runs 
in  an  ascending  gamut, — shitatsuri,  kori-kasht, 
tantei:  bailiffs,  usurers,  and  spies,  the  most 


heartily  hated  being  (he  members  of  the  last 
category.  Pawnbrokers  and  owners  of  brothels 
are  people  with  claims  upon  gentility,  compared 
with  these  three  classes.  And  so  they  are  .some- 
times, as  in  the  following  instance,  made  to  feel 
the  brunt  of  personal  dislike  in  ways  more 
forcible  than  polite.  On  the  iolh  instant,  a 
usurer  named  Shimomura,  a  resident  of  Tokyo, 
was  making  great  preparations  for  his  son's 
wedding,  which  was  to  come  off  that  night. 
Shortly  before  the  moment  in  which  the  bride 
was  to  appear,  a  large  and  heavy  box  was  carried 
into  the  guest-chamber,  the  ticket  attached  stal- 
ing that  it  was  an  humble  tribute  of  esteem  for 
Shimomura,  the  acceptance  of  which  at  this 
auspicious  moment  would  confer  lasting  happi- 
ness on  the  anonymous  giver.  Pleased  and 
wholly  off  his  guard,  Shimomura  had  the  great 
box  carefully  unwrapped,  and  found  it  to  be  a 
coffin,  with  a  neat  label  giving  that  date  as  the 
day  of  the  usurer's  decease.  He  was  furious, 
and  the  festivities  were  at  once  completely  at  an 
end.  No  clue  was  found  as  to  whence  it  came, 
even  the  bearers  mysteriously  disappearing  so 
soon  as  the  coffin  had  been  deposited  in  the 
guest-chamber.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  malici- 
ous gift  of  some  recent  victim  of  the  usurer. 


ENTERPRISE. 

In  these  days  when  the  old  devices  for  getting 
into  the  pockets  of  charitable  people  are  be- 
ginning to  be  hackneyed  and  new  are  difficult 
to  discover,  Mr.  Okami  Tsunekichi  of  Hako- 
zaki,  in  Chikuzen,  will  be  welcomed  as  a 
splendid  innovator.  For  several  years  this  gen- 
tleman has  been  engaged  compiling  a  list  of 
the  fair  beauties  in  that  part  of  Japan.  He 
grades  them  carefully  according  to  their  relative 
attractions,  and  so  industrious  has  he  been  that 
his  catalogue  now  contains  25,000  names, 
selected  from  the  Prefecture  of  Fukuoka  and 
adjacent  provinces.  Mr.  Okami's  original  idea 
in  undertaking  this  work  was  to  organize  a 
competitive  exhibition  of  pretty  women,  but  he 
has  now  adopted  the  more  feasible  project  of 
publishing  a  book  of  beauty  with  1,300  illustra- 
tions. He  has  another  scheme  also.  It  is  to 
select  400,  the  most  highly  favoured  out  of  the 
25,000,  whom  he  will  employ  in  a  species  of 
bazaar  in  Tokyo.  The  goods  offered  for  sale 
at  the  bazaar  will  be  furnished  at  cheap  rates  by 
the  merchants  of  Fukuoka  and  Hakata,  and  the 
projector  has  some  novel  ideas  as  to  methods  of 
sale.  The  safety  of  the  fair  girls  is  to  be  assured 
by  stationing  constables  to  look  after  them,  and 
Mr.  Okami  thinks  that  such  a  bazaar  would  be 
an  excellent  opportunity,  not  only  for  gaining 
commercial  profit,  but  also  for  finding  a  lovely 
wife.  But  what  an  idea  this  is  for  the  pro- 
jectors of  charity  bazaars  ! 


ASAMA-YAMA. 

The  crater  of  Asama-yama  seems  to  have  under- 
gone some  considerable  changes  lately.  It  has 
been  ascended  by  the  chief  of  Police  of  Nagano 
Prefecture  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
changes,  and  his  official  report  is  now  published. 
It  speaks  first  of  adeluge  of  rocks,  generally  about 
the  size  of  a  small  sake  cask,  with  which  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  crater  is  now  strewn,  and 
then  passes  on  to  describe  alterations  that  have 
occurred  in  the  fissures  about  the  crater.  These 
used  formerly  to  radiate  outwards  from  the 
crater,  and  some  of  them  had  a  width  of  from 
18  to  24  feet.  But  they  have  now  disappeared, 
and  in  their  place  new  fissures  are  observed 
concentric  with  the  crater,  but  not  so  wide  or  so 
deep  as  the  old  fissures,  being  only  from  6  to 
10  feet  wide  and  from  3  to  4  deep,  though 
sometimes  they  attain  a  depth  of  8  or  10  feet. 
The  longest  of  these  fissures  does  not  exceed 
40  yards,  and  though  generally  concentric,  they 
sometimes  intersect.  Numerous  depressions 
are  also  seen  in  the  ground,  and  it  is  plain  that 
the  area  thus  rent  must  be  in  a  state  of  very 
unstable  equilibrium.  From  the  fissures  volumes 
of  white  smoke  are  ascending,  and  within  the 
crater  the  cloud  of  smoke  is  so  dense  that  not 
the  bottom  alone  but  even  the  opposite  side  are 
veiled.  The  stone  shrine  that  formerly  stood 
at  the  northern  end  of  the  crater  has  disappeared 
even  to  its  foundations.    The  great  fissure  on 


the  east  of  the  shrine,  from  the  lower  part  of 
which  it  used  to  be  possible  to  see  the  bottom 
of  the  crater  occasionally,  ban  now  been  filled 
up,  and  the  path  that  led  from  it  into  the  crater 
exists  no  longer.  The  smoke  of  ttie  cialer  has 
a  strong,  siiphurous  odour.  It  sweeps  round 
the  walls  with  great  velocity,  and  there  is  con- 
stantly emitted  from  the  interior  a  noise  like  the 
rush  of  a  great  cascade.  The  Chief  of  Police 
and  his  parly  were  deterred  by  plain  indications 
of  danger  from  p  ursuing  their  investigations 
very  closely. 

RATES  Of   1  HEIGHT  ON  THE  JAPAN  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY'S LINBS. 

Dksirous  of  equalizing  its  earnings  from  freight 
throughout  the  year,  the  Japan  Railway  Com- 
pany has  hitherto  varied  its  rates,  charging  2  sen 
a  mile  per  ton  of  goods  during  the  six  months 
ending  in  March,  and  z  \  sen  during  the  rest  of 
the  year.  Spring  and  summer  being  a  dull 
season,  whereas  goods  are  moved  largely  in 
aulumn  and  winter,  the  Company's  idea  is  to 
stimulate  activity  by  low  charges  during  the 
former  time.  Naturally  the  consigners  of  freight 
object  to  such  a  system,  and  naturally  the  closing 
days  of  the  cheap  period  see  such  a  rush  of 
goods  that  traffic  is  often  hopelessly  blocked. 
The  Shogyo  Shimpo  says  that  as  commercial 
methods  improve,  the  tendency  to  periodicity 
of  transport  operations  diminishes.  Guided  by 
the  state  of  the  market  above  all  things,  mer- 
chants send  their  goods  forward  at  every  season, 
and  competition  compels  them  to  consider  the 
cost  of  storage  more  than  a  difference  of  half  a 
sen  in  freight  charges,  which  all  alike  have  to 
endure.  Hence  the  distinction  of  seasons  dis- 
appear, and  the  Company  has  decided  to  aban- 
don the  difference  in  charges,  and  levy  the  same 
rate  throughout  the  whole  year.  But  whether 
the  uniform  charge  will  be  2\  sen,  2  sen,  or  1.8 
to  1.9  sen,  remains  to  be  seen. 


THE  JAPAN   RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  growth  of  the  Japan  Railway  Company  is 
beginning  to  attract  attention.  Originally  the 
Company's  programme  was  limited  to  two  trunk 
lines — Uyeno  to  Yokokawa  and  Uyeno  to  Awo- 
mori — and  two  branch  lines — that  from  Sendai 
to  Shiogama  and  that  from  Takasaki  to  Maye- 
bashi.  Then  it  added  the  Nikko  and  the  Mito 
roads  to  its  system,  and  afterwards  it  undertook 
the  building  of  the  line  from  Shiriuchi  to  Hachi- 
noye.  The  inclusion  of  the  Ryomo  line  cannot 
now  be  long  deferred,  and  the  Company  is  fur- 
ther pretty  sure  to  acquire  the  Government  line 
from  Yokogawa  to  Naoyetsu  (the  Shinshu 
Tetsudo),  which  will  bring  into  its  possession 
the  entire  road  from  Uyeno  to  Naoyetsu.  Fin- 
ally, it  will  purchase  the  O-u  line — from  Fuku- 
shima  to  Awomori  vid  Yamakata,  Akita,  and 
Hiromaye — thus  becoming  proprietor  of  more 
than  one-half  of  the  railways  in  the  country. 


THE  RECENT  INCIUEST. 

The  verdict  pronounced  by  the  Coroner's  Jury 
in  the  recent  case  of  death  by  drowning,  and 
the  action  of  the  Coroner  in  accepting  the  ver- 
dict, have  provoked  criticism.  It  is  alleged  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  warrant  a  verdict  of 
suicide,  and  that  the  only  proper  finding  of  the 
Jury  would  have  been  that  the  deceased  was 
"found  drowned."  These  comments  are  not 
surprising,  in  view  of  the  journalistic  reports 
alone  of  the  case.  It  is  natural,  perhaps,  that 
any  one  perusing  the  evidence  there  recorded, 
knowing  nothing  more  and  not  waiting  to  reflect, 
should  be  perplexed  to  account  for  the  Jury's 
decision.  But  the  fact  is  that  the  newspaper 
reports  are  incomplete.  In  addition  to  the  evi- 
dence there  shown  as  having  been  submitted  to 
the  Jury,  two  letters  found  upon  the  body  of 
the  deceased  lady  were  also  placed  in  their 
hands.  These  letters,  written  in  pencil,  were 
obliterated  in  parts,  but  enough  of  them  re- 
mained to  show  only  too  clearly  what  had 
been  the  nature  of  the  unhappy  lady's  fate. 
The  publication  of  the  letters  was,  in  the  first 
place,  withheld  out  of  consideration  for  the 
feelings  of  the  deceased's  friends,  the  Coroner 
urging  the  wisdom  of  such  reticence,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  press  of  course  abiding 
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by  his  advice.  Such  being  the  case,  we  have 
been  not  a  little  astonished  to  observe  severe 
editorial  comments  upon  the  verdict  of  the  Jury 
and  upon  the  acquiescence  of  the  Coroner.  That 
an  outsider,  unacquainted  with  the  full  details 
elicited  at  the  inquest,  and  not  having  suffi- 
cient penetration  to  perceive  that  unless  some- 
thing had  been  left  unreported  such  a  verdict 
could  never  have  been  returned  or  accepted, 
should  pen  a  hasty  criticism,  does  not  surprise 
us.  But  that  the  editor  of  a  journal  whose  own 
reporter  had  abstained,  at  the  Coroner's  sug- 
gestion, from  publishing  the  full  details,  should 
write  as  though  no  such  details  existed,  seems 
an  unfortunate  and  unwarrantable  misleading 
of  the  public.  Under  the  circumstances,  we 
should  be  disposed  to  give  publicity  to  the 
letters,  did  we  not  recognise  that  the  original 
objection  to  their  publication  cannot  be  removed 
by  the  mere  utterance  of  ill-jydged  and  ill- 
informed  criticism.  In  a  case  of  the  kind  a 
newspaper  has  a  higher  duty  to  perform  than 
that  of  pandering  to  the  idle  curiosity  of  its 
readers,  and  we  are  pursuaded  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Jury  and  the  Coroner  alike  are  not 
endangered  by  their  humane  desire  to  have 
sympathetic  reticence  observed. 

A  NOVEL  CUSTOM. 

A  very  curious  and  novel  custom  prevails  in 
Okinawa  Prefecture  (the  Loochoo  Islands). 
When  a  man  is  guilty  of  petty  larceny,  especi 
ally  in  connection  with  agricultural  products,  a 
tablet  is  handed  to  him  having  his  name 
inscribed  on  it.  The  possession  of  this  tablet 
is  counted  a  great  disgrace,  and  is  also  felt 
keenly  in  another  way,  for  the  holder  has  to  pay 
a  certain  sum — small  in  actual  amount  but 
considerable  to  such  poor  people  as  the  Loo- 
chooans — every  day  to  the  village  office.  What 
happens  if  he  fails  to  make  the  diurnal  payment, 
and  for  what  maximum  period  he  keeps  the 
tablet,  we  do  not  know,  these  points  not  being 
noticed  by  the  vernacular  press  from  which  we 
take  the  facts.  It  is  there  stated  that  the  penalty 
of  holding  the  tablet  is  expiated  only  by  dis- 
covering and  reporting  some  other  pilferer,  to 
whom  the  obnoxious  token  is  then  transferred. 
Animals  also  are  included  in  the  catalogue  of 
offenders.  If  a  man's  horse  or  ox  is  found 
trespassing  on  a  neighbour's  farm  and  eating 
the  crops,  a  tablet  at  once  goes  to  the  animal's 
owner.  Thus  the  old  counsel,  "  set  a  thief  to 
catch  a  thief,"  is  obeyed  to  the  letter.  Every 
one  guilty  of  detected  larceny  becomes  a  special 
constable.  The  system  is  said  to  work  very  well. 
We  should  like  to  know,  however,  how  it  is 
modified  in  the  case  of  repeated  offences.  Ap 
parently  a  second  tablet  is  never  given  to  the 
same  person.  Hence,  if  a  man  were  disposed 
to  be  a  perpetual  sinner,  the  holding  of  the 
tablet  might  be  rather  a  convenience  than  an 
embarrassment  to  him.  They  say  that  the 
Loochooans  are  too  unsophisticated  to  see  the 
thing  in  that  light.  We  do  not  believe  it. 
Wisdom  may  linger  on  its  way  to  some  nations, 
but  the  knowledge  of  sin  finds  its  way  to  all 
with  tolerably  equal  celerity. 

RE-UNITED. 

Fact  surely  is  stranger  than  fiction.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Marshall,  a  Birmingham  broker,  was  fifteen 
years  ago  engaged  to  Miss  Mary  Nelson,  a  de- 
scendant of  the  immortal  Admiral.  Marshall 
had  a  friend  named  John  S.  Giebert,  whom  he 
introduced  to  his  fiancee.  Giebert  fell  in  love 
with  her  himself  and  won  her  by  a  cruel  device. 
A  skilful  copyist,  he  imitated  Marshall's  writing 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  girl,  and  the  girl's 
handwriting  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Marshall. 
The  purport  of  each  letter  was  the  same  :  each 
writer  declared  that  love  was  at  an  end  and 
marriage  impossible.  Marshall  was  too  shock- 
ed to  seek  an  explanation.  He  sold  out  and 
sailed  for  Australia.  Mary  Nelson  cried  bitterly 
no  doubt,  and  then  did  what  girls  often  do  under 
the  circumstances— married  the  first  man  that 
came  along,  who  of  course  was  Giebert.  They 
went  to  America  and  were  far  from  happy. 
Marshall  meanwhile  prospered  in  Australia, 
married,  had  a  daughter  and  lost  his  wife.  Re- 
turning to  England,  his  heart  went  back  to  old 
times  and  he  caused   enquiries  to  be  made 


about  Mary  Nelson's  fate.  He  found  that  she 
had  been  a  widow  for  two  years  :  that  she  was 
living  in  straightened  circumstances  with  her 
daughter,  and  that  Giebert,  on  his  death-bed, 
had  confessed  his  duplicity.  Need  we  say  how 
the  story  ends  ?  The  final  scene  took  place  in 
a  barrister's  office  in  New  York.  After  fifteen 
years  of  separation  the  man  and  the  woman  are 
said  to  have  "  rushed  at  each  other  with  ex- 
tended arms."  It  is  a  veritable  case  of  "  Per- 
cival  and  Nina." 


COUNT   ITAGAKI S  SPEECH. 

At  the  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the 
Radical  party,  on  the  25th  instant,  Count  Ita- 
gaki,  as  usual,  addressed  his  followers  on  the 
position  of  the  Party.    He  congratulated  them 
on  the  Radical  success  in  the  last  general  elec- 
tion.   Though  they  were  not  a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  they  might  be  able 
to  control  it,  if  they  were  firmly  united.  Even 
if  incapable  of  moulding  the  House  to  their 
will,  they  would  at  least  be  able  to  influence 
public  opinion.    The  sixth  session  of  the  Diet 
being  at  hand,  the  Count  called  upon  his  fol- 
lowers to  prepare  themselves  for  the  impending 
fight  wi-th   their  enemies.    The  issue  of  the 
struggle  could  not  be  foretold,  but  the  Radicals 
had  only  to  do  their  part  in  the  fight  manfully 
and  with  prefect  harmony  among  themselves.. 
Nothing  could  be  more  disastrous  than  dissen- 
sion and  discord  in  the  camp.    This  point  was 
well  illustrated  by  the  unfortunate  experience 
of  the  Party  in  the  last  session,  when  the  presence 
of  alien  elements  in  its  own  ranks  gave  to  its 
opponents  unique  opportunities  of  attacking  it. 
Count  Itagaki  then   referred  to  that  eventful 
period  in  the  history  of  his  Party  when  he  and 
his  followers  were  engaged  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives  in  sowing  the  seeds  of  liberty  in  Japan. 
In  those  days  the  Radicals  had  to  contend,  on 
the  one  hand,  against  the  lethargic  indifference 
of  the  people,  and,  on  the  other,  against  the 
merciless  persecution  of  a  despotic  Government. 
They  were   reviled  as  malcontents  and  even 
as  traitors.    They  were  willing  to  die  in  the 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  fact  many  of  them  had 
laid  down  their  lives  cheerfully,  while  many 
more  suffered  in  the  prisons  of  Hokkaido  and 
other  places.    Count  Itagaki  himself  had  not 
expected  to  live  to  see  the  inauguration  of  a 
constitutional  system  of  Government.   Now  that 
they  had  so  far  attained  their  object  as  to  obtain 
a  voice  in  the  Government  of  the  country,  would 
they  turn  upon  their  former  oppressors  and  be 
revenged  on  them  ?    Such  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Radicals.    Their  purpose  was  to  effect 
the  transition  from  a  clannish  bureaucracy  to  a 
truly  constitutional  government  in  a  smooth 
and  peaceful  manner   without   any  of  those 
excesses  of  vengeance  and  retaliation  which 
too   often   disgraced   the   history   of  similar 
epochs  in  European  countries.    Even  while  his 
Party   was  the  object   of  oppression  by  the 
Government,   he   foresaw   that  a  day  would 
certainly  come  when  he  should  be  called  upon 
as  a  loyal  subject  to  restrain  the  advocates  of 
popular  rights  from  excesses  of  retaliation  aga- 
inst their  former  persecutors.    "It  was  some 
time  in  1881,"  said  the  Count,  "  that  I  called 
upon  Count  Soyejima  and  told  him  that,  al- 
though I  was  then  detested  as  the  leader  of  a 
destructive  party,  it  would  "one  day  be  my  mis- 
sion to  restrain  the  violence  of  my  co-operators 
in  moments  of  victory,  namely,  on  the  opening 
of  the  Diet."    The  Party  was  now  pursuing  a 
policy  already  settled  in  those  days,  namely,  that 
of  facilitating  the  smooth  and  peaceful  transition 
from  the  old  to  the  new  order  of  things.  What  were 
the  Government  and  the  other  parties  doing 
now?  The  statesmen  in  office  were  anxious  only 
to  retain  political  power  as  long  as  they  could, 
and  were  devoted  more  to  their  personal  interest 
than  to  their  country's.    "While  we  are  willing 
to  effect  the  transition  smoothly  and  peacefully, 
those  in  power  seem  inclined  to  embitter  still 
more  the  feelings  of  the  people  against  them." 
As  an  example  of  the  Cabinet's  indifference  to 
good  opinion  of  the  people,  the  Radical  leader 
pointed  to  the  shortness  of  the  coming  session 
of  the  Diet.     A  Cabinet  that  really  desires  the 
smooth  progress  of  things  would  have  provided 


a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  the  despatch  of  the 
important  affairs  demanding  immediate  attention. 
As  to  the  other  political  parties,  Count  Itagaki 
observed  that  their  only  business  was  to  em- 
barrass the  Government  in  retaliation  for  the 
wrongs  they  had  suffered  in  former  days  at  the 
hands  of  the  latter.    They  were  just  as  indiffer- 
ent as  the  Government  to  the  true  interests  of 
the  country.    With  such  parties,  the  Radicals 
never   could   cooperate.     Thus   the  Radical 
Party  now  occupies  a  solitary  position,  and  its 
policy  will  be  ever  to  act  in  a  just  and  inde- 
pendent manner.    In  the  present  state  of  things, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  Radical  Party  to 
have  any  regard  to  other  parties  and  persons. 
It  would  not  be  long,  said  the  Count,  before  his 
party  would  obtain  a  working  majority  in  the 
Diet.    He  recommended  his  followers  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  consummation  of  such  an  event, 
for  then  and  then  only  would  it  be  possible  to 
carry  out  a  true  system  of  constitutional  go- 
vernment.   Meanwhile,  he  would  advise  them 
to  take  care  never  to  abuse  the  growing  power 
of  their  Parly  in  the  Diet.    He  then  proceeded 
to  lay  before  the  assembly  a  project  for  the  re- 
organization of  the  internal  council.of  the  party. 
During  the  late  session  of  the  Diet,  the  direction 
of  the  party  had  been  in  the  hands  of  a  council 
consisting  of  seven  members.    He  now  proposed 
that  that  council  be  abolished  and  its  place  be 
taken  by  two  of  the  Kanji,  the  remaining  Kanji 
being  charged  with  the  management  of  busi- 
ness affairs  only.     The  two  Kanji  should  be 
called  Political  Managers  qf  the  party.  But, 
besides  them,  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  the  leader  would  take  care  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  the  Sectional  Chiefs  (Bucho)  and 
Assistant  Chiefs.  He  then  referred  to  a  change 
in  the  usual  proceedings  of  a  General  Confer- 
ence.   Hitherto,  it  had  been  customary  to  in- 
troduce ready-made  draft  resolutions  for  the 
adoption  of  the  assembly.    On  the  present  oc- 
casion, no  such  draft  would  be  submitted  ;  but 
reports  would  be  read   on  the  results  of  in- 
vestigations that  had  been  conducted   at  the 
head-quarters  of  the  party,  and  the  assembly 
would  then  be  called  upon  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  draw  up  resolutions  on  the  bases  of 
these  investigations.     In  conclusion,  he  re- 
minded his  followers  of  the  importance  of  main- 
taining their  Party's  well  earned  reputation  for 
sincerity  of  intention  and  accuracy  of  political 
investigations  conducted   under   its  auspices. 
To  this  reputation  he  ascribed  the  success  of 
his  Party  at  the  last  general  election. 


STATISTICS. 

Most  of  our  readers  are  probably  aware  that, 
whereas  in  Western  countries  the  female  section 
of  the  population  always  out-numbers  the  male, 
the  opposite  is  the  case  in  Japan,  there  being 
10,000  men  to  every  9,802  women.  The  latest 
statistical  returns  show  that  this  proportion 
differs  according  to  rank.  Among  the  Peers 
the  fair  sex  predominates  by  as  much  as  from 
10  to  17  per  cent.,  varying  between  these  limits 
from  year  to  year.  Coming  to  the  gentry 
(shizoku),  we  find  about  99  women  to  every 
100  men,  while  in  one  year  the,  females  actually 
exceeded  the  males  by  25  in  every  10,000.  But 
in  the  plebeian  classes  the  male  sex  markedly 
predominates,  there  being  about  100  men  to 
every  97  women. 


* 

*  * 


With  regard  to  marriage,  it  appears  that  from 
800  to  855  persons  become  man  and  wife 
annually  out  of  every  100,000  of  the  population, 
and  the  yearly  number  of  divorces  is  from  268 
to  306,  thus  averaging  about  £  of  the  marriages. 
In  other  words,  one  out  of  every  three  persons 
that  marry  find  the  nuptial  state  a  failure. 
Considering  localities,  we  find  marriage  most 
frequent  in  the  northern  districts,  especially  in 
Akita  Prefecture  where  13  people  out  of  every 
1,000  marry  annually.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
inhabitants  of  Kyoto  and  its  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces are  conspicuously  celibate  :  only  7  people 
in  every  1,000  get  married  yearly  in  Kyoto, 
Osaka,  Nara,  Wakayama,  Shiga,  Gifu,  and  so 
forth,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  regions  collectively 
known  as  the  western  section  of  the  main 
island.    The  provinces  where  marriages  are 
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most  numerous  enjoy  the  same  distinction  with 
regard  to  divorce,  the  average  in  the  seven 
northern  provinces  being  371  divorces  for  every 
100,000  people,  Akita  heading  the  list  with 
587.  In  this  respect,  Kyushu  shows  the  best 
record,  its  average  being  231  divorces  for  every 
100,000  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  provinces  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kyoto  where  marriages  are 
rarest  have  also  fewest  divorces. 

The  birth-rate  is  a  little  less  than  3  per  cent, 
throughout  the  Empire,  and  the  death-rate 
being  a  little  over  1  per  cent.,  it  follows  that  the 
population  is  increasing  by  from  1  to  2  per- 
cent, annually.  The  maxium  ratio  of  illegiti- 
mate to  legitimate  births  is  617  to  10,000,  and 
the  minimum,  409  to  10,000.  Roughly  speak- 
ing, the  western  section  of  the  main  island,  that 
is  to  say,  the  provinces  lying  in  the  Hei-han 
neighbourhood,  have  the  worst  record  in  this 
respect,  namely  948  illegitimate  births  to  10,000 
legitimate.  At  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
list  stand  the  northern  provinces,  their  figure 
being  443.  Considered  mote  particularly,  how- 
ever, still  more  striking  differences  are  apparent. 
Hakodate  seems  to  be  a  terribly  immoral  place  : 
out  of  every  10,000  children  born  there,  no  less 
than  8,545  are  illegitimate.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  Shuri,  the  capital  of  Riukiu,  there  are  only  1 5 
illegitimate  children  out  of  every  10,000.  The 
sex  of  the  child  differs  perceptibly  according 
to  the  Iegitimancy  or  otherwise  of  its  birth.  In 
the  case  of  legitimate  births,  male  children  ex- 
ceed female  by  5  per  cent.,  whereas  the  statistics 
of  six  years  ending  with  1892  show  that  among 
illegitimate  babies,  the  females  exceed  the  males 
by  1  per  cent. 


their  master's  coining  with  anxious  dread.  Stalling  from 
his  up-town  cottage  in  a  pony  cart,  Dronin  (hives  madly  up 
to  the  fust  relay,  tosses  the  lines  to  the  expectant  itch. in, 
jumps  into  other  waiting  gig  and  is  off  again  lil<e  a  flash  to 
the  next  in  line.  When  he  has  completed  the  circuit  he 
goes  through,  a  series  of  spasmodic  evolutions  on  the  high- 
way and  then  pr»udly  struts,  whip  in  hand,  along  the 
crowded  sidewalk  to  one  of  his  favouiiie  cafes. 

The  piocession  of  vehicles  which  Drouin  stations  along 
the  roadway  does  not  exhaust  his  supply  of  rolling  stock 
by  any  means.  Not  content  with  his  unusually  large 
stable,  this  modern  Croesus  recently  purchased  a  local 
livery  stable,  and  has  been  adding  to  its  Contents  ever 
since.  No  one  one  but  himself  and  his  wife,  however,  is 
allowed  (he  privileges  of  the  place, 

Mrs.  Drouin  is  a  pretty  blonde,  and  apparently  enjoys 
her  husband's  eccentricities  hugely.  Her  actions,  however, 
are  demure  and  staid.  Her  clothing  is  always  rich,  but 
extremely  unconventional.  She  bears  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  the  wife  of  Put ilist  James  J.  Corbett 

One  practice  uf  Drouin's  has  met  with  the  grateful 
approval  of  the  gamins  of  the  town.  He  places  a  five 
dollar  bill  under  his  foot,  and  then  exerting  all  his 
strength,  promises  the  money  to  the  one  who  can  push 
him  away.  He  is  slender  and  not  powerful,  and  the  feat 
is  generally  easy  of  accomplishment.  Often  he  utilizes 
ten  dollar  bills  to  light  the  choice  cigars  which  he  smokes, 
A  local  newspaper,  a  six  thousand  dollar  block  of  Second 
National  Bank  stock  and  the  Penn  Mansion  Hotel  have 
become  the  property  of  this  prodigal  young  resident  since 
he  appeared  heie,  several  months  ago.  Of  what  use  they 
can  be  to  him  is  problematical,  as  he  announces  that  the 
ventures  were  not  for  pecuniary  gain. 

The  source  of  Drouin's  stream  of  wealth  is  something 
over  which  this  place  has  pondered  in  vain.  He  claims 
Philadelphia  as  his  residence.  Merchants  are  paid  several 
times  the  amount  of  their  goods,  and  the  messenger  boys 
who  are  being  continually  summoned  are  fabulously  re 
warded.  He  has  often  been  known  to  call  a  messenger  to 
o  a  service  which  would  require  but  half  a  dozen  steps  for 
him  to  take. 


MAILS  BETWEEN  TOKYO  AND  KOBE. 

A  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected, 
says  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  in  the  mail 
service  between  Tokyo  and  Kobe.  There  have 
always  been  three  through  trains  daily,  but 
mail  matter  was  carried  in  two  only  and  letters 
coming  to  Tokyo  by  the  last  trains  were  con- 
veyed as  far  as  Mayebara  only.  Against  this 
plainly  imperfect  system  the  Kobe  post-master 
preferred  representations,  with  the  result  that 
mails  from  Kobe  and  Osaka  are  now  forwarded 
thrice  daily.  Thus  a  letter  posted  after  9  p.m. 
in  Kobe  leaves  that  place  by  the  4.40  train  next 
morning,  reaching  Tokyo  at  11.35  p.m.  the 
same  day.  Altogether,  the  conveyance  of  mails 
by  the  Tokaido  line  has  been  accelerated  by 
from  5  to  6  hours.  But  the  greatly  increased 
rapidity  of  transit  for  passengers  spoken 
of  some  time  ago  as  likely  to  be  effected, 
turns  out  to  be  a  very  paltry  business,  the 
maximum  gain  being  only  35  minutes.  One 
other  noteworthy  change  is  that  the  train  from 
Osaka  formerly  stopping  at  Mayebara  now  runs 
through  to  Nagoya,  thus  greatly  facilitating 
the  transmission  of  mail  matter  between  the 
two  towns.  We  may  observe  en  passant,  that 
the  trains  carrying  mail  matter  from  Tokyo  now 
leave  Shimbashi  at  6.20  a.m.,  11.45  a.m.,  and 
9-55  P.m-   

A  MODERN  MONTE  CHRISTO. 

Here  is  a  romance  from  modern  life,  showing 
among  other  things,  that  the  race  of  lunatics 
at  large  is  not  extinct:— 

Atlantic  City ,  N  J.,  March  16,  1894.— The  droll  prant 
of  Edward  R.  Drouin,  the  eccentric  individual  who  has 
gained  widespread  newspaper  notoriety  lately,  are  still  the 
absorbing  topic  of  conversation  among  visitors  and  resi- 
dents here.  Each  day  and  night  reveals  a  new  phase  of 
his  eccentricity. 

Mr,  Drouin  to-day  flashed  on  an  expectant  populace  a 
stride  a  big  steeplechaser,  his  riding  suit  consisting  of 
scarlet  cavalry  jacket,  white  duck  breeches,  tan  coloured 
topboots,  and  a  high  silk  hat.  He  flourished  a  riding  whip  of 
huge  dimensions  and  dashed  along  the  avenue  at  a  light' 
ning  gait,  his  erratic  horsemanship  assuring  him  a  cleat 
track.  He  was  greeted  with  derisive  remarks  and  jeering 
shouts  all  along  the  line»  but  was  evidently  quite  content 
with  the  furore  he  was  creating. 

Drouin  sallied  forth  from  his  extensive  private  stables 
two  hours  later  on  a  diminutive  Shetland  pony.  He  was 
bent  on  another  equestrian  exhibition.  This  time  he  was 
arrayed  in  a  fashionable  evening  suit»  the  long  tails  of  which, 
as  well  as  his  feet,  nearly  touched  the  ground.  He  chose 
the  beach  as  his  stamping  ground  on  this  occasion,  and 
gave  the  thousands  of  Lenten  visitors  who  crowded  the 
Ocean  Boulevard  an  hour's  gratuitous  entertainment. 

Another  fad  which  Drouin  has  been  indulging  recently  is 
to  have  a  relay  of  vehicles  from  his  stables  placed  at  points 
a  few  blocks  apart  in  charge  of  his  stable  men,  who  await 


THE  FISHERY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Japan  Fishery  Association  held  its  twelfth 
annual  meeting  in  its  office  at  Mita,  Tokyo,  on 
the  22nd  instant.  The  President,  H.I.H.  Prince 
Komatsu,  was  not  present,  but  an  address  in 
his  name  was  read  by  Mr.  Murata,  the  Chief 
Manager  of  the  Association.  After  the  presenta- 
tion of  diplomas  to  the  graduates  of  the  Fishery 
School,  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the  Yayoi- 
sha,  where  lectures  were  delivered.  Mr.  Murata 
spoke  first.  The  most  interesting  fact  men- 
tioned by  him  was  the  success  attained  by  Japa- 
nese pickled  mackerel  at  the  Chicago  World's 
Fair,  as  shown  by  the  receipt  of  an  order  for 
300,000  yen  worth.  Viscount  Enomoto  dwelt 
on  the  importance  of  deep-sea  fishing  as  a 
means  of  supporting  the  population  ;  Mr.  Kane- 
ko  Kentaro  spoke  of  the  relation  between  sea 
fisheries  and  international  law,  and  Mr.  Wada 
Yuji  described  the  result  of  experiments  con- 
ducted by  him,  since  last  year,  into  the  velo- 
city and  temperature  of  ocean  currents  in  Japa- 
nese waters,  a  subject  which  bore,  he  thought, 
an  important  relation  to  the  fishing  industry. 


peonies  set  out,  most  of  them  in  bloom, 
which  they  invited  the  public  to  come  and  see. 
The  firm  now  informs  us  that  last  night  some 
one  entered  the  garden  and  totally  destroyed 
220  of  the  plants.  The  only  cause  Messrs. 
Boehtnei  can  think  of  for  the  peipetration  of  this 
scandalous  act  is  trade  jealousy,  as  there  are  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  scores  of  Japan- 
ese gardeners.  The  police  have  been  com- 
municated with,  but  there  is  small  hope  that 
the  miscreants  will  be  brought  to  justice,  as, 
unlike  a  case  of  stolen  properly,  there  is  nothing 
to  trace. 


FAITHFUL  AI'TKR  DEATH. 

The  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Zoshi- 
gaya  Cemetery  in  Koishikawa,  District,  Tokyo, 
have  for  some  time  past  been  startled  at  the 
sight  of  an  apparent  ghost  which  regularly  visited 
the  burying-ground  about  midnight.  The  ap- 
parition was  seen  to  weep  and  faint  sobs  were 
heard.  The  police  were  notified,  and  they 
found  that  it  was  no  ghost,  but  a  real  flesh  and 
blood  mourner,  in  the  shape  of  a  young  widow 
whose  husband  died  last  month.  Questioned  as 
to  why  she  came  thither,  she  answered  that  it 
was  to  visit  and  guard  the  grave  of  her  husband. 
She  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  leaving  him 
alone  at  night,  and  so  always  came  after  dark 
and  wept  by  the  grave  till  day-break.  No  effort 
has  been  made  to  keep  her  away  from  the 
cemetery,  and  she  still,  they  say,  watches  each 
night  by  her  husband's  tomb. 


BETROTHAL  OF  H.I.H.  THE  CZAREWITCH. 

A  telegram  has  been  received  in  Tokyo  an 
nouncing  the  betrothal  of  His  Imperial  High- 
ness the  Crown  Prince  of  Russia  to  Princess 
Alice,  fifth  child  of  the  Grand  Duke  Ludwig  of 
Hesse  and  of  the  late  Princess  Alice,  second 
daughter  of  H.M.  Queen  Victoria.  The  marri 
age  of  the  future  Emperor  of  Russia  to  a  grand 
daughter  of  the  Queen  of  England  is  an  event 
of  the  happiest  augury.  Princess  Alice  of  Hesse 
was  born  on  June  6th,  1872.  Her  mother,  the 
Queen's  favourite  daughter,  died  on  December 
14th,  1878.  A  marriage  has  already  taken  place 
between  the  House  of  Hesse  and  the  Imperial 
Russian  Family,  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  second 
child  of  the  Grand  Duke  Ludwig  being  the  wife 
of  the  Grand  Duke  Sergius  Alexandrovitch. 

JAPANESE  FISHERMEN  IN  RUSSIAN  WATERS 

It  appears  that  Japanese  fishermen  visiting  the 
coasts  of  Russian  Siberia  and  Saghalien  for  the 
purpose  of  plying  their  trade  have  hitherto  ex 
perienced  much  inconvenience  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  Russian  coins  wherewith 
to  pay  the  fees  demanded  by  the  local  authorities 
As  a  considerable  number  of  men  cross  over  to 
fish  every  year,  arrangements  have  now  been 
made  by  the  Bank  of  Japan,  working  in  concert 
with  the  Special  Bank  and  the  Japanese  Consul 
in  Kamschatka,  for  exchanging  Japanese  paper- 
money  into  roubles  in  Hakodate,  the  charge 
made  for  the  service  being  70  sen  per  100  yen. 


KOREAN  AFFAIRS. 

Korea  appears  to  be  again  suffering  from  one 
of  the  disturbances  that  are  almost  chronic  with 
her  now-a-days.  Large  numbers  of  persons, 
driven  to  desperation  by  the  cruelty  of  the  local 
officials  in  a  district  about  120  miles  from  the 
capital,  are  reported  to  be  in  open  insurrection 
Armed  with  swords  and  spears,  they  have  over- 
come the  resistance  of  the  force  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  local  officials,  have  killed  three  of 
the  latter,  have  seized  a  quantity  of  Government 
rice,  and  under  the  leadership  of  one  Sai  Jikyo, 
are  moving  on  the  capital.  The  particulars  to 
hand  are  meagre,  only  the  mere  outlines  of  the 
affair  as  here  given,  having  been  telegraphed. 

THE  TOKYO  WATER-WORKS. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Iron  Pipe  Bill  in  the 
Tokyo  City  Assembly  concluded  last  night  when 
both  reports  of  the  Special  Committee  were 
rejected.  The  Assembly  decided  to  carry  out 
the  original  proposition  of  the  City  Council  to 
cancel  the  contract  of  the  Japan  Cast  Iron 
Foundry  Joint  Stock  Co. 

DEATH   OF  LORD  HANNEN. 

The  death  is  announced  of  the  famous  English 
Judge,  Baron  Hannen,  better  and  more  fami- 
liarly known  as  Sir  James  Hannen,  the  President 
of  the  famous  Parnell  Commission  of  Inquiry 
and  also  one  of  the  arbitrators  in  the  Behring 
Sea  Commission.  He  had  a  distinguished 
career  both  at  the  Bar  and  on  the  Bench,  and 
in  him  England  loses  a  jurist  of  great  parts. 

FIRE  IN  TOKUSHIMA. 

A  very  destructive  fire  is  reported  from  Toku- 
shima.  It  broke  out  on  the  22nd  instant  in  a 
temple  name  Toso-in,  and  spread  from  thence 
to  the  Hanya-in,  the  Gansei-ji,  and  five  other 
temples,  destroying  in  all  eight  sacred  edifices 
with  their  treasures.  The  loss  is  estimated  at 
a  hundred  thousand  yen. 

ENGAGEMENT  OF  THE  CZAREWITCH. 

A  telegraphic  message  despatched  by  Mr. 
Nishi,  Japanese  Minister  to  Russia,  and  received 
by  the  Foreign  Office,  states  that  it  is  officially 
announced  that  H.I.H.  the  Czarewitch  of  Russia 
was  bethrothed  to  H.I.H.  Princess  Alice,  of 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  on  the  21st  inst. 

SUICIDE  OF  A  NOBLE. 

Viscount  Shibayama  Suketoyu,  a  young  officer 
of  the  Army  who  recently  proceeded  to  the 
Narashi  Plain  on  duty  connected  with  the  pend- 
ing Spring  Manoeuvres,  committed  suicide  on 
the  20th  instant. 


AN  ACT  OF  VANDALISM. 

It  was  only  a  few  days  ago  that  we  reported 
that  Messrs.  Boehmer  had  at  their  nursery  5,000 


THE  BELGIAN  VICE-CONSUL. 

It  is  gazetted  that  the  Government  recognises 
M.  Chevalier  Ch.  de  Waekenaert  as  Belgian 
Vice-Consul  at  Yokohama. 
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ED  UCA  TION  IN  JAP  A  N. 
 4.  

PROFESSOR  INOUYE  says  that  the 
number  of  Chinese  ideographs  in  use 
immediately  before  the  commencement 
of  the  Christian  era  was  only  5,340,  as 
shown  by  a  dictionary  published  at  that 
time,  but  that  they  gradually  increased 
until  an  encyclopaedia  compiled  about 
two  centuries  ago  showed  no  less  than 
40,000.  Since  then  a  supplement  has 
been  added  to  the  encyclopaedia,  so  that 
the  total  number  of  ideographs  now  em- 
ployed may  be  put  at  50,000.  Japan 
has  followed  China's  footsteps  in  this 
matter.  The  two  have  about  50,000  ideo- 
graphs. Professor  INOUYE  adduced  these 
figures  in  the  context  of  the  familiar  con- 
tention that  an  ideographic  script  is  a 
fatal  obstacle  to  the  educational  progress 
of  a  nation.  The  Professor,  however,  in- 
troduced a  new  argument,  if  such  it  can  be 
called,  namely,  thatan  independent  country 
ought  to  have  an  independent  method  of 
writing.  In  pursuance  of  this  idea,  he 
proposed  to  simplify  the  present  hira-gana, 
and  to  modify  it  so  as  to  render  it  capable 
of  producing  all  vocal  sounds.  To  achieve 
this  reform,  he  would  appoint  a  Committee 
of  experts,  and  having  submitted  the  re- 
sult of  their  labours  for  the  approval  of 
the  Diet,  would  publish  the  new  system 
simultaneously  throughout  the  empire. 

We  have  very  little  sympathy  with  Pro- 
fessor INOUYE  in  this  matter.  Indepen- 
dence is  very  fine,  but  when  it  is  pushed 
to  the  extent  of  having  a  special  script 
that  must  set  up  a  barrier  between  a  nation 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  literary  world,  it  be- 
comes sentimental  extravagance.  The 
whole  of  the  civilized  West — Russia  and 
Greece  excepted — employ  the  same  method 
of  writing.  No  method,  so  far  as  human 
ingenuity  can  perceive,  could  be  simpler 
or  more  effective.  The  26  letters  of  the 
Phoenician  alphabet  answer  all  literary 
needs.  If  Professor  INOUYE  and  his 
friends  think  that  they  can  invent  an 
alphabet  so  much  better  that  other  coun- 
tries will  substitute  it  for  the  one  now  in 
universal  use,  they  must  form  of  their 
own  capacities  an  estimate  the  most  ex- 
travagant ever  entertained  by  any  set  of 
men.  We  credit  them  with  too  much  sense 
to  be  so  singularly  self-confident.  But  if 
they  contemplate  no  such  success,  then 
their  proposal  is  simply  to  set  up  a 
new  barrier  between  Japan  and  the  Oc- 
cident. Countries  like  England,  France, 
Italy,  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
so  forth,  do  not  pretend  to  think  that 
an  independent  script  is  a  necessary 
feature  of  national  independence.  Must 
Japan  seek  to  soar  to  a  higher  plane  of  self- 
assertion  than  they?  If  there  is  one  thing 
that  contributes,  above  all  others,  to  pre- 
serve the  Occident's  ignorance  of  Japan 
and  to  secure  her  relegation  to  the  rank 
of  semi-civilized  States,  it  is  her  ideogra- 
phic and  syllabic  systems.  Her  manner 
of  writing  envelops  her  in  a  cloud  im- 


permeable to  Western  intelligent  obser- 
vation. She  is  not  known  or  understood 
because  access  to  the  thoughts  of  her 
people  is  rendered  impossible  by  the 
hieroglyphs  that  conceal  them.  A  modifi- 
cation of  the  Kana  syllabary  would  not 
mend  matters  in  that  respect.  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  be  an  evidence  that  she 
deliberately  chose  to  remain  isolated. 
Her  reliance  on  Chinese  ideographs  is  an 
unhappy  accident  of  her  history.  Her 
elaboration  and  adoption  of  a  new  Kana 
system  at  this  epoch  of  her  progress  would 
be  a  proclamation  either  that  she  is  the 
most  unreasonably  self-opinionated  country 
in  the  world,  or  that,  after  calm  reflection 
and  practical  experience,  she  is  resolved 
to  remain  permanently  a  terra  incognita 
to  the  educated  Occident.  But  we  have 
omitted  to  note  one  fact.  It  is  that  this 
same  Professor  INOUYE  published,  lastyear, 
an  elaborate  thesis,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  demonstrate  that  Japan  is  not  fit  to 
associate  on  equal  terms  wit  Western 
peoples  ;  that  she  must  live  apart  from 
them,  or  by  contact  lose  her  individuality 
and  become,  in  effect,  their  dependent. 
Perhaps  this  new  proposal  of  his  is  merely 
a  device  to  perpetuate  her  isolation.  Per- 
haps, by  fictitious  appeals  to  a  spurious 
spirit  of  false  patriotism,  he  seeks  to 
promote  a  humiliatingly  pusillanimous  pro- 
gramme. If  so,  the  proposition  deserves 
no  serious  attention. 


CHINA  AND  KIM  OK-KYUN. 
 4.  

THE  excitement  caused  in  Japan  by  the 
fate  of  the  Korean  refugee  Kim  Ol<- 
KYUN  and  by  the  treatment  of  his  assas- 
sin, appears  to  have  subsided  in  great  part. 
Probably  the  public  at  large  were  not 
much  moved  by  the  incidents.  After  all, 
KlM  himself  was  a  sanguinary  murderer. 
The  share  he  took  in  the  emeute  of  1884, 
and  the  plan  he  devised  and  carried  out 
for  the  slaughter  of  Korean  Ministers  ob- 
structing his  political  path,  reached  fully 
down  to  the  lowest  level  of  barbarous 
traditions.  That  the  friends  and  relatives 
of  such  a  man's  victims  should  have  longed 
to  do  by  him  as  he  had  done  by  others, 
was  only  human,  and  it  has  to  be  remem- 
bered that  human  impulses  find  in  the 
ethics  of  a  country  like  Korea  little  to 
restrain  their  most  direct  expression.  Be- 
sides, it  is  not  so  many  years  since  the 
bodies  of  malefactors  were  subjected,  even 
in  Europe,  to  indignities  as  gross  as  those 
suffered  by  Kim's  corpse  in  Soul.  To  be 
hung  in  chains  ;  to  be  broken  on  the 
wheel  ;  to  be  drawn  and  quartered — such 
processes  are  quite  as  horrible  as  the 
suspension  of  lopped-off  head,  hands,  and 
feet  under  a  bamboo  tripod,  and  the  ex- 
posure of  a  body  sliced  after  the  fashion 
of  a  crimped  fish.  If  Korean  methods  are 
savage  and  revolting  methods,  they  are  also 
the  methods  of  mediaeval  Christendom,  and 
no  one  claims  for  Korea  that  she  is  more 
than  mediaeval.  As  to  her  treatment  of  the 


assassin  HONG,  he  is  not  an  assassin  in 
her  eyes.  He  is  an  executioner.  He  has 
committed  no  crime  against  the  public 
peace  of  Korea.  On  the  contrary,  he 
acted  as  agent  for  the  achievement  of  a 
purpose  that  his  country  had  long  been 
seeking  to  compass.  He  inflicted  upon  a 
Korean  guilty  of  murder  and  high  treason 
punishment  that  ought  to  have  been  in- 
flicted years  ago.  What  State  standing 
on  the  same  plane  of  civilization  as  Korea 
would  place  HONG  TjYONG-OU  in  the 
category  of  malefactors  ?  Not  one,  surely. 
It  may  be  urged,  however,  that  no  nation 
is  entitled  to  plead  its  uncivilized  condi- 
tion in  extenuation  of  its  barbarous  acts. 
That  is  very  true  where  foreigners  are 
the  victims  of  its  acts.  But  KlM  Ok-KYUN 
is  a  Korean  subject  and  so  is  HONG 
TjYONG-OU.  If  Korea  chooses  to  wreak 
brutal  vengeance  upon  the  corpse  of  the 
one,  and  by  honouring  the  other  to  openly 
avow  that  assassination  ranks  among  her 
recognised  methods  of  criminal  procedure, 
that  is  Korea's  affair.  Japan  has  no 
mission  to  thrust  civilization  down  her 
neighbour's  throat  with  the  point  of  the 
sword.  Until  Korea's  circle  of  moral  light 
is  enlarged,  we  must  not  wonder  at  her 
apparent  blindness  in  many  directions. 

It  is  in  China's  conduct  that  we  find 
materials  for  surprise.  Why  did  China 
deliver  up  the  corpse  of  KlM  Ok-KYUN  to 
Korea  ?  Why  did  China  surrender  KlM's 
murderer  to  Korea?  Why  did  China 
send  the  corpse  and  the  murderer  in  her 
own  man-of-war  to  Korea?  She  must 
have  known  perfectly  well  what  fate 
awaited  the  body  in  Soul.  Evidently  the 
knowledge  did  not  shock  her  at  all.  Why 
should  it,  indeed  ?  Her  own  fashions  of 
treating  criminals  are  little  if  anything 
better  than  Korea's  fashions.  Still  we 
can  not  but  he  startled  that  she  should 
thus  openly  flaunt  before  the  world  her 
adherence  to  semi-savage  customs.  The 
strangest  part  of  all  is  her  surrender  of  the 
assassin  HONG.  It  has  been  said  that  a 
treaty  between  China  and  Korea  obliges 
the  former  to  hand  over  to  the  latter  for 
judicial  purposes  any  Korean  subjects 
committing  offences  within  Chinese  terri- 
tory. We  have  been  unable  to  discover 
any  such  treaty.  On  the  contrary,  the 
second  clause  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Commercial  and  Trade  Regulations  con- 
cluded between  China  and  Korea  in 
September,  1882,  says: — 

All  cases  at  law  arising  in  the  ports  in  China 
that  are  open  lo  foreign  trade,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  in  which  Korean  subjects  are  concerned, 
either  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants,  shall  be  heard 
and  delei  mined  by  the  Chinese  local  authorities, 
according  to  law.  The  judgment  shall  be  com- 
municated to  the  Korean  agent  for  record.  If  the 
Korean  subjects  concerned  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  verdict,  the  high  Chinese  Authorities  may  be 
appealed  lo  by  the  Korean  agent  to  order  a  new 
heai  ing  in  the  interests  of  justice. 

There  is  here  nothing  that  explains  China's 
action  in  handing  over  HONG  TjYONG-OU 
to  Korea.  The  man  had  committed  a 
crime  against  the  public  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  Chinese  empire.    He  had 
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perpetrated  8  deliberate  murder  ;  had 
enticed  his  victim  to  China  and  had  there 
slaughtered  him,  just  as  though  he  held  the 
plac  e  particularly  suitable  for  such  deeds 
of  violence.  One  would  have  imagined 
that  the  dignity  of  China  was  concerned 
iu  punishing,  by  means  of  her  own  tri- 
bunals, an  offence  so  flagrant.  Besides, 
all  the  principles  of  justice  require  that  a 
criminal  should  be  brought  to  trial  at  the 
place  where  his  crime  was  committed  and 
where  the  necessary  evidence  is  most 
readily  available.  In  handing  HONG  over  to 
Korea,  China  took  a  step  extraordinary  from 
every  point  of  view  and  explicable  only  on 
the  hypothesis  that  she  also,  like  Korea, 
is  content  to  have  fugitive  criminals 
pursued  by  assassins  and  to  have  the  pis- 
tol or  the  dagger  of  a  murderer  substituted 
for  the  sword  of  the  lawful  executioner. 
We  see  no  other  reasonable  interpretation 
of  China's  conduct.  She  has  made  herself 
most  discreditably  conspicuous  in  this 
matter.  But  that  too  is  her  own  affair. 
She  is  not  responsible  to  Japan,  unless 
indeed  it  can  be  proved  that  HONG'S  crime 
was  plotted  in,  and  directed  from,  this 
country,  in  which  case  there  will  have  been 
a  violation  of  Japan's  sovereignty.  It  is 
premature,  however,  to  enter  upon  that 
discussion. 

THE  ORIENTAL  WALL  PAPER  MANU- 
FACTURING COMPANY. 
 ♦  

JAPANESE  paper  has  for  centuriesbeen 
favourably  known  in  the  Occident,  and, 
at  the  present  day,  stands  acknowledged 
as  one  of  the  fabrics  which  cannot  be 
duplicated  by  Western  skill.  Nor  is 
this  due  to  any  secret,  elaborate  process 
of  manufacture  ;  it  is  solely  attributable  to 
the  nature  of  the  material  used, — the  inner 
bark  of  certain  trees  which  are  indigenous 
and  refuse  to  thrive  in  other  zones.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  with  the  kind  of 
paper  known  as  Mino-gami  (hansht),  which 
is  made  from  the  soft  and  pliable  inner 
bark  of  the  Kozu,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  Japanese  forest  trees  and  which 
deserves  to  rank  at  least  equal  with  the 
Kuwa  or  mulberry.  Not  long  after  the 
establishment  of  the  Insetsu  Kyoku,  or 
Imperial  Printing  Bureau,  the  question 
was  raised  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  manufacture  a  sort  of  leather- 
paper  suitable  for  covering  walls,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  stamped  and  raised — and 
exceedingly  costly — leather  wall-coverings 
made  in  America  and  elsewhere.  The 
better  class  of  Japanese  paper  had  already 
two  of  the  chief  requisites,  great  strength 
and  remarkable  pliability ;  it  remained 
therefore  to  make  the  article  water-proof 
and  attractive  externally.  There  was 
another  factor  that  promised  success,  for 
from  time  immemorial  lacquered  paper 
has  been  used  in  making  boxes,  trunks, 
and  what  not,  and,  as  all  the  world  knows, 
the  lacquer  of  Japan  is  without  parallel 
for  durability,  gloss,  and  imperviousness 
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to  moisture.  So  from  the  very  outset  of 
the  undertaking,  the  Insetsu  Kyoku  had 
everything  in  its  favour.  The  manufac- 
turing of  lacquered  wall-paper  was  begun 
tentatively  in  1879,  but  in  five  or  six  years 
the  favour  it  met  with  abroad  was  so  con- 
siderable, and  the  comparatively  modest 
prices  demanded  were  so  attractive  that 
the  factory  seemed  likely  to  outgrow  the 
boundaries  of  the  Printing  Bureau.  In  1889 
the  Government  permitted  the  withdrawal 
of  the  factory  from  the  Insetsu  Kyoku.  It 
was  felt  that  the  work  should  not  be  kept  a 
Government  monopoly  ;  and  so  the  present 
Heikishi  Kwazs/ia,  or  Wall-Paper  Com- 
pany, was  formed,  under  the  immediate 
and  skilled  supervision  of  those  who  had 
hitherto  done  so  much  to  make  the  fabric 
a  commercial  success,  Messrs.  KANDA 
Masatada,  Kimura,  and  Kojima.  The 
plant  was  last  year  removed  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Komagome,  Hongo  District, 
Tokyo,  and  the  proprietors  have  recently 
acquired  a  fine  piece  of  ground  in  the 
vicinity  (Aizome-cho)  on  which  new  and 
spacious  buildings  are  shortly  to  be  erect- 
ed ;  for  the  demand  is  steady  and  increas- 
ing and  the  beautiful  fabrics  turned  out  are 
ever  meeting  with  greater  approval  abroad. 

The  process  of  manufacture  is  as  inter- 
esting as  it  is  simple.  In  the  first  place, 
absolutely  no  machinery  is  used.  Every- 
thing is  done  by  hand,  from  the  stamping 
of  the  dies  on  the  moist,  heavy  sheets,  to  the 
delicate  painting  of  the  raised  arabesques 
and  quaint  flowers  by  deft  fingers  of  skil- 
led workwomen.  The  dies,  being  made 
of  flawless  trunks  of  cherry-trees,  are 
cylindrical  and  from  a  foot  to  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  These  dies  are  most 
carefully  carved,  and  despite  the  rough 
treatment  to  which  they  are  necessarily 
subjected,  they  last  for  a  considerable 
period,  owing  to  the  tough  close  grain  of 
the  wood  used  (Prunus  pseudocerasus). 
Wet  sheets  of  the  grayish  paper,  measur- 
ing 38^  inches  by  264,  are  carefully  laid 
on  the  dies,  and  the  moist  mass  is  beaten 
in  by  long-handled  brushes  with  bristles 
taken  from  the  deer,  which  are  much  more 
pliable  and  wear  better  than  hog-bristles. 
Sheet  after  sheet  is  laid  on,  generally  in 
double  thickness,  until  a  roll  of  stamped 
paper  12  yards  long  by  a  yard  in  width,  is 
turned  out.  This  roll  is  next  taken  to  the 
drying  room,  which  is  well-ventilated. 
After  a  preliminary  drying  it  is  some  six 
or  seven  times  covered  with  nori,  a  sort 
of  thin  paste,  being  allowed  to  dry  be- 
tween each  fresh  coating.  In  this  way  the 
paper  receives  the  required  rigidity  and 
smoothness  of  surface.  The  next  step  is 
to  the  lacquering  room.  If  the  paper  is  to 
be  gilded  or  bronzed,  a  coating  of  silver 
varnish  is  first  given  it,  after  which  the 
lacquer  is  applied,  thus  lending  the 
ground-colour  a  reddish-golden  tinge  or 
lustre,  which  is  either  made  to  look  like 
dull  gold  or  deep  bronze  by  a  less  or 
greater  quantity  of  lacquer  being  applied 
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to  the  surface.  The  lacquer  itself  is  the 
well-known  product  of  the  lacquer  tree 
[Rhus  vernicifera)  which  our  American 
cousins  are  now  hoping  to  grow  in  their 
own  soil.  The  rubbing  in  of  this  lac- 
quer takes  time,  and  after  the  whole 
roll  is  smoothly  covered,  the  drying 
process  consumes  another  period  of 
about  three  days.  The  drying-room  is 
a  dark  and  most  evil-smelling  cham- 
ber, the  floor  of  which  is  covered  with 
moist,  loose  straw.  Screens  of  rice- 
matting  are  suspended  everywhere  from 
the  low  ceiling,  and  these  as  well  as  the 
carpeting  of  straw  must  be  kept  constantly 
wet.  The  dampness  generates  a  low,  even 
grade  of  heat  both  in  summer  and  winter, 
and  this  is  vital  in  making  the  lacquer 
adhere  firmly  and  evenly.  Warm,  wet 
weather  is  the  best ;  the  chills  of  winter 
greatly  protract  the  process;  so  in  summer 
by  far  the  greater  quantity  of  first-class 
paper  is  produced,  although  the  Company 
keep  over  one  hundred  hands  at  work  all 
the  year  round. 

After  being  thoroughly  dried,  the  lac- 
quered roll  goes  back  to  another  long 
room,  where  the  various  colours  demanded 
by  the  pattern  are  applied.  In  case  the 
pattern  is  a  simple  one,  this  is  done  by  a 
stencil  and  brushes  of  deer-bristles,  the 
more  intricate  or  elaborate  parts  being 
afterwards  gone  over  with  a  simple  paint- 
brush. One  of  the  favourite  colours  is  a 
dull,  deep  red  for  background,  with  raised 
gold  or  bronze  flowers  and  arabesques. 
In  other  instances  the  stencil  cannot  be 
used  to  advantage,  as  each  portion  may, 
demand  a  different  shade  or  hue,  as,  for 
instance,  where  a  leaf  is  given  three  to 
four  hues  of  green,  or  where  a  crocus  or  iris 
is  painted  in  life-like  imitation  of  the  real 
flower.  Someare  veritable  works  of  art,  and 
demand  skill,  patience,  and  very  deft  han- 
dling. All  this  delicate  work  is  done  by 
women.  The  roll  is  now  finished  :  all  that 
remains  is  the  final  drying.  About  thirty 
days  are  thus  consumed  in  turning  out 
each  roll. 

Many  of  the  carved  dies  are  made  ac- 
cording to  patterns  patented  both  in  Ame- 
rica and  Europe  as  well  as  in  Japan  ; 
indeed,  the  moiety  of  the  designs  come 
from  abroad,  where  they  are  drawn  to  suit 
the  taste  of  customers  or  in  deference  to 
the  prevailing  fashion.  Still  the  Company 
constantly  employ  two  or  three  exprienced 
draughtsmen,  besides  nearly  a  dozen  others 
who  do  nothing  but  carve  new  dies  or 
repair  those  that  are  cracked  or  otherwise 
injured.  More  than  three  hundred  cylin- 
drical dies  are  in  use.  Among  these,  purely 
Japanese  designs  are  at  once  recognis- 
able by  their  greater  simplicity  and  truer 
adherence  to  the  canons  of  art.  Those 
which  come  from  elsewhere  are,  according 
to  Japanese  ideas,  too  unreal :  flowers 
that  no  soil  could  ever  produce,  fruits  of 
prodigious  size  and  unreality.  Yet  even 
in  these  cases,  the  tout  ensemble  gives  a 
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cheerful,  light  impression  that  is  far  from 
being  unpleasant.  In  many  instances  the 
pattern  or  die  is  a  deep  one,  so  that  the 
flower,  fruit,  or  arabesque  on  the  finished 
sheet  stands  out  in  very  bold  relief. 
Wherever  this  is  the  case,  the  flower,  or 
whatever  it  may  be,  will  be  found  not  to  yield 
to  pressure,  for  in  order  to  avoid  any  un- 
sightly shrinking  or  indentation  all  these 
places  have  been  carefully  filled  out  with 
tightly  packed  paper.  In  the  same  way, 
patterns  for  ceilings  are  solid  masses  of 
leather-paper,  as  firm  as,  and  much  more 
durable  than,  wood.  These  beautiful  ceiling- 
papers  are  sold  at  2 yen  the  yard.  Indeed, 
in  consideration  of  the  vast  amount  of 
work  demanded  in  making  even  the  sim- 
plest wall-papers,  the  prices  are  most  mode- 
rate, ranging  from  two  to  twenty  yen  a  roll. 

Under  these  circumstances  there  is  no 
danger  of  competition  elsewhere.  Not 
only  is  the  prime  material  unobtainable 
outside  of  Japan,  but  the  lacquer  is  an 
indigenous  product  and  nowhere  else 
could  one  hire  such  skilled  and  cheap 
labour.  The  Tokyo  Heki-shi Seizo-sho,  or 
Oriental  Wall-paper  Manufactory,  should 
enjoy  success  in  future,  no  matter  how 
dull  trade  may  be  elsewhere,  or  the  silver 
dollar  drop — as  pessimists  predict  it  will 
— to  less  than  a  shilling. 


THE  DECADENCE  OF  ENGLISH  IN 
JAPANESE  SCHOOLS. 


ONCE   every  year  the  booksellers  of 
Japan  hold  a  great  meeting  in  some 
one  of  the  larger  cities,  Tokyo,  Osaka,  Na 
goya,  or  elsewhere.  There  they  gather  not 
only  to  discuss  matters  appertaining  to  the 
trade,  but  to  learn  what  sort  of  books  fine 
most  favour  with  the  reading  public  and 
for  what  there  is  likely  to  be  a  demand 
The  great  feature  of  such  assemblies  is 
that  each  member  is  allowed  to  sell  six 
lots  of  books  by  auction,  the  bidding  and 
sale  to  be  concluded  in  not  more  than 
twenty  minutes.    Each  lot  may  contain 
several  score  or  even  hundreds  of  volumes, 
but  they  must  all  treat  of  the  same  sub- 
ject and  all  present  the  same  general  ap 
pearance.    The  bidding  in  such  cases  is 
not  very  brisk,  most  bargains  having  ac- 
tually been  struck  before  the  so-called 
auction  takes  place  ;   yet   the  way  the 
books  are  bought  is  a  certain  indication 
of  public  favour  or  disfavour,  and  the 
seller  learns  what  chance  he  has  of  getting 
rid  of  any  stock  he  may  have  in  hand 
This  is  an  old-established  custom,  and  in 
its  method  and  practice,  presents  certain 
points  which  might  serve  as  hints  to  foreign 
dealers  in  books. 

The  principal  result  of  this  year's  meet 
ing  has  been  the  evident  establishment  of 
a  somewhat  surprising  fact — English  books 
have  few  fanciers,  English  text  books  are 
not  in  demand,  English  readers  and  gram 
mars  are  a  mere  drug  in  the  market.  Th 
is  proof  positive  that  the  study  of  the 


English  tongue  is  no  longer  given  the  pre- 
eminence it  has  hitherto  enjoyed.  While 
the  language  is  taught  from  the  lowest 
class  of  every  Ordinary  Middle  School 
until  the  student  is  prepared  to  enter  the 
University,  and  while  there  is  no  falling- 
off  in  the  attendance  of  pupils  and  no 
ppreciable  deterioration  in  the  method  of 
instruction,  it  is  still  very  clear  that  the 
tudy  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  idiom  is  going 
out  of  vogue.     In  face  of  the  fact  that 
apan's  foreign  relations  are  yearly  grow 
ing  more  important  and  that  the  number 
of  her  citizens  in  western  lands,  particularly 
the  United  States,  is  rapidly  increasing 
this  phenomenon  is  most  peculiar.  The 
reasons,  however,  are  near  at  hand.  The 
decrease  of  interest  in  the  study  of  English 
is  perfectly  natural  and  has  not  the  slightest 
connection   with  any  anti-foreign  senti 
ment.     Despite  the  unexpected  platform 
of  the  Kaishin-to  and  the  rhapsodies  of 
the  extremists,  Japan  as  a  nation  was  never 
more  amicably  disposed  to  the  outer  world 
than  at  present.    That  there  must  needs 
be  a  decrease  in  the  interest  felt  in  the 
study  of  English  is  something  that  has 
long  been  foreseen.  A  mistaken  or  a  faulty 
system  can  never  long  enjoy  popularfavour 
In  the  first  place,  the  text-books  used 
in  imparting  a  knowledge  of  English  to 
apanese  students,  are  wholly  inconsistent 
with  their  mental  needs,  not  to  say  capa 
cities.     The  Readers  most  widely  em 
ployed  are  the  National,  LONGMANS'  and 
SANDERS'  Union  series,  the  first  and  last 
being  American  compilations.    All  these 
books  were  written  for  English-speaking 
children  only.    They  abound  in  colloquial 
isms,  slangy  expressions,  and  bad  gram 
mar.    Students   who    are   able   to  read 
understanding^  the  essays  of  MACAULAY 
often  find    parts   of  the  National  First 
Reader  absolutely  unintelligible,  for  no 
other  reason  than  because  these  parts  are 
couched  in  the  familiar,  contracted  speed 
of  English  and  American  children,  easily 
enough  understood  by  the  youthful  resi 
dents  of  those  countries,  but  a  most  in 
comprehensible  philological  puzzle  to  the 
Japanese  student.  Any  thoughtful  man  will 
at  once  perceive  the  injustice  and  un 
wisdom  of  using  such  books  as  primers  of 
English  instruction  in  Japan,  wherethe very 
modes  of  thought  as  well  as  of  expression 
are  incomparable  with  those  of  the  West 
A  step  in  the  right  direction  was  made  by 
Messrs.  Maruya  &  Co.  in  bringing  out  a 
Japanese  edition   of  SwiNTON'S  Primer 
and  First  Reader.    The  Educational  De- 
partment highly  approved  of  this  act  and 
sanctioned  the  introduction  of  these  two 
books  into  all  Government  schools.  The 
Mombusho   Conversational   Readers  are 
very  good,  so  far  as  they  go.    They  were 
compiled  by  competent  scholars  and  have 
met  with  a  large  sale.    Yet  in  general 
get-up  and  even  in  text,  they  are  far  be- 
hind LONGMANS'  and  the  National  Readers. 
WEBSTER'S  Spelling  Book,  sold  in  a  re- 


printed form  literally  by  tens  of  thousands 
in  this  country,  is  wholly  unadapted  to 
the  work  it  is  expected  to  perform.    It  is 
written  by  a  foreigner  for  foreigners,  and 
therefore  utterly  fails  to  accomplish  what 
it  should  in  Japanese  schools.  SwiNTON'S 
and  QuACKENBOS'  Grammars,  the  two 
most  widely  used  text-books,  are  quite 
out  of  place  in  the  hands  of  a  Japanese 
student   of   English.     All   these  books 
pre-suppose  a  knowledge  of  the  spoken 
language  on  the  part  of  the  student,  and 
the   Japanese   approach    their  task  not 
only  without   this   essential  knowledge 
but  even  without  acquaintance  with  the 
style  of  Western  thought  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  Caucasians  give  visible  or 
audible  expression  to  their  ideas.  The 
only  wonder  is  that  under  such  circum- 
stances Japanese  students  ever  acquire 
any  knowledge  of  English  at  all ;  if  they 
were  not  among  the  most  industrious  of 
their  kind  and  did  they   not  naturally 
possess  a  memory  unexcelled  by  that  of 
the  students  of  any  Western  land,  the 
task  would  be  plainly  beyond  their  powers. 
What  is  necessary  is  a  series  of  graded 
text-books,  covering  the  whole  field  of  the 
study  of  English  text-books,  compiled  from 
a  Japanese  standpoint  and  by  the  best 
Western  scholars  of  Japanese.  Such  books 
would  take  perhaps  years  to  compile,  yet 
they  would  be  fully  worth  the  time  and 
trouble  spent  upon  them.    At  present,  the 
labour  of  Japanese  students  is  doubled  or 
trebled  by  inadequate  helps,  so  that  it  is 
no  wonder  that  cerebral  complaints  and 
myopia  are  becoming  distinctive  features 
6f,the  student-world  of  this  country. 

There  is  one  other  reason.    The  per- 
sons chosen  to  teach  English  in  Japanese 
schools  have  hitherto  been  in  many  cases 
incapable  of  performing  the  duty  required 
of  them.    It  used   to   be  very  easy  to 
obtain  a  diploma  warranting  the  posses- 
sor's instant  employment  in   some  Go- 
vernment school.    Now,  on  the  contrary, 
the  competitive  examination  is  too  severe. 
Out  of  nearly  three  hundred  applicants 
for   a  certificate  of  competency   to  in- 
struct  English  in    Middle    Schools  last 
year,  only  one  succeeded  in  passing  the 
ordeal,  and  he  was  a  first-class  graduate  of 
the  Doshisha  in  Kyoto.    But  irrespective 
of  all  this,  it  is  nevertheles  a  fact  that 
the  Empire  is  flooded  with  incompetent 
teachers.    They  have  acquired  a  certain 
amount  of   knowledge  by   rote,  parrot- 
wise,  but  they  ha,ve  no  skill  in  imparting 
their  knowledge  to  others  and  teach  with- 
in the  narrowest  of  limits.  Ninety-five 
out  of  every  hundred  Japanese  teachers 
of  English  are   absolutely  incapable  of 
carrying  on  an  ordinary  conversation  in 
this  tongue,  and  probably  not  more  than 
one  in  two  or  three  hundred  can  write  a 
letter  free  from  grammatical  solecisms  or 
without  making  the  most  absurd  blunders 
in  the  style  of  address  and  the  com- 
plimentary close.    A  knowledge  of  the 
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tongue  should  be  made  a  sine  quli  non. 
A  correct  appreciation  of  the  difference 
between  the  potential  and  subjective 
moods  is  not  nearly  so  important  as  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  modes  and  idioms 
of  ordinary  everyday  speech.  Chinese 
schoolboys  have  to  acquire  by  rote  thou- 
sands of  ideograms  before  they  are  made  to 
understand  the  various  meanings  and  em- 
ployments of  even  one  of  the  host  they  have 
learned.  Such  a  system  is  not  applicable  to 
the  study  of  English  or  indeed  of  any  Euro- 
pean tongue.  If  intelligent  comprehension 
does  not  keep  pace  with  each  effort  of 
memory,  the  labour  is  thrown  away.  A 
knowledge  of  English  is  now  next  in  im- 
portance to  that  of  his  own  tongue  to  the 
Japanese  student.  Everything  should 
therefore  be  done  to  render  the  acquisi- 
tion of  this  knowledge  easy,  compatible 
with  the  mental  requirements  of  the  pupil, 
and  thorough. 


JAPANESE  SLANG. 


PROPERLY  speaking,  the  Japanese 
tongue  has  no  equivalent  for  our  word 
"slang,"  and  until  of  late  years  such  speech 
was  practically  unknown,  or,  at  all  events, 
was  restricted  to  certain  localities  beyond 
whose  boundaries  topical  peculiarities  of 
diction    were    either    unknown    or  else 
not  in  use.    The  provincialisms  which  are 
of  so  frequent  occurrence  in  Japanese,  and 
which,  even  at  the  present  day,  mark  at 
once  the  town  and  almost  the  village  of 
thespeaker,  are  gradually  being  eliminated 
from  the  language.    That  is  not  due  to  the 
import  of  Western  ideas  or  fashions,  but 
wholly  ascribable  to  the  increased  facilities 
of  travel.    Japan  is,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  very  much  smaller  that  she  was 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago.    Then  the 
Empire  was  a  well-nigh    isolated  little 
world.    A  voyage  by  sea  or  journey  over 
land  from  Tokyo  to  Kobe  was  a  very 
serious    undertaking.     People    did  not 
travel  about  much  in  those  days,  and 
besides  the  rivalry  of  the  clans  served  to 
still  further  isolate  each,  little  province 
Provincialisms    were   encouraged  rather 
than  decried,  for  it  was  thought,  and  quite 
justly,  that  the  greater  the  difference  be 
tween  the  speech,  customs,  and  observances 
of  hostile  clans,  the  greater  the  enmity 
likely  to  be  kept  in  force  between  them, 
the  less  possibility  of  mutual  absorption  by 
intermarriage  or  a  community  of  interests 
For  these  various  reasons  one  is  some 
times  startled  by  the  vast  difference  be^ 
tween  the  idioms  of  people  living  within  a 
radius  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  miles,  as  is  the 
case  in  Sendai,  Aomori,  and  Fukushima 
not  to  speak  of  Kiushiu,  where  one  may 
hear  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  totally  dis 
similar  dialects  in  the  course  of  a  day's 
journey.    But  with  the  advent  of  the  raie 
road  the  language  as  such  began  to  becoml 
consolidated:  local  pecularities  of  speech 
grew  less    marked    and  provincialisms 


less  pronounced.    Still,  even  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  the  people  of  Yamagala  call  a 
woman,  bcya ;  those  of  certain  parts  of 
Ivvashiro,  hena;  south  of  Kyoto,  onago 
=onna  no  ko) ;  while  of  course,  onna  is 
the  sole  universally  correct  word.    It  will 
not  be  long  before  these  dissimilarities  of 
expression   wholly  disappear,    yet  while 
they  still  exist  they  offer  a  most  tempt- 
ing field  to  the  philologist,  for  centuries  of 
ethnic  movement  may  often  be  traced  in 
the  history   of  a   solitary    word.      It  is 
the  railroad  to  which  the  Japanese  are 
indebted  for  the  effacement  of  linguistic 
peculiarities ;   but  there  is  still  another 
factor   whose    influence    is    of  the  first 
and  farthest-reaching  importance.  That 
is  the  press.     Little  more   than  twenty 
years   in  existence,    and    slow    to  win 
that  public  appreciation  which  is  the  in- 
alienable title  of  the  Fourth   Estate  in 
other  lands,  the  press  of  Japan  has  now 
become  a  power  whose  influence  is  felt 
throughout  the  Empire,  and  one  which  is 
surely  if  slowly  remodelling  the  language 
to  a  very  great  extent  and  as  steadily 
breaking  down  the  barriers  of  provincial 
idiom.     On  picking  up  the  Wakayama 
Shimpo,  the  Nagasaki  Mainicki  Shimbun, 
the  Osaka  Asahi  Shimbun,  and  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun  of  Tokyo  or  Hakodate, 
one  finds  throughout  the  same  style  of 
expression  ;  thought  is  clothed  and  con- 
veyed  in   precisely    the    same  manner. 
There    are    no    peculiarities   of  diction 
noticeable,  except  perhaps  in  purely  local 
paragraphs,  written  with  an  aim  to  arouse 
a  smile    or  to   add  the  force  of  a  col- 
loquialism   to   a   witty — and  sometimes 
rather  slanderous — story.    In  these  cases, 
the  quaint   phraseology    used    is  often 
current  throughout  Japan.    It  may  be  clas- 
sified under  two  heads  :  the  one,  known 
as  share,  consisting  rather  in  plays  on 
words,  purposely  and  humourously  mis 
written  characters  and  obscure  witticisms. 
That  is  the  style  of  language  used  when 
treating  of  any  subject  not  strictly  within 
the  boundaries  of  good  morals,  or  when 
showing  up  the  venial  peccadilloes  of  some 
slave  of  the  gentle  sex.      Next  to  this 
comes  the  so-called  tsujin-kotoba,  which  is 
the  closest  approximation  to  what  is  under 
stood  under  the  broad  heading  "  slang ' 
in  Western  lands.    To  the  first  category 
belong  such  expressions  as  yama  no  kami 
and  kojinsama  ("the  scolding  deity")  for 
"  wife  "  ;  Daikoku-ten,  for  the  spouse  of  a 
Buddhist  priest  ;  shiro  moku  dek'ka  ("  he 
who  protrudes  the  white  of  his  eyes"),  for 
a  dandy  or  dude,  more  classically  termed 
datesha.     The  list  of  such  words  is  not 
long.    Those  included  in  the  second  cate- 
gory are  much  more  numerous.    We  meet 
with  doron  to  naru,  in  the  sense  of  "  to 
disappear,   to   vanish/'    and  metaphori- 
cally "to  run  off,"  doron  being  originally 
an  onomatapoetic  word  equivalent  to  our 
English  "  rub-a-dub  /'  ojian,  very  frequent 
in  the  sense  of  "  come  to  an  end,"  "  finish- 


ed," and  used  slangily  like  the  Anglo- 
Indian  majish  ;  kuchi-habattai,  to  express 
one  given  to  boasting  speech;  akisit- 
nerai,  a  thief  who  breaks  into  a  house 
during  the  owner's  absence  ;  dorochati 
and  dorokatsu  instead  of  dorobo  ;  sutep- 
pen-jo,  "first-class,"  "stunning";  ken- 
tsuki-deppo  ("gun  and  bayonet")  for  one 
given  to  lofty  criticisms  of  other  people  ; 
o-koboshi  ("big  spiller"),  for  a  fretful, 
peevish  woman  ;  chaki-chaki,  in  the  sense 
of  "energetic";  biku-biku-suru,  "to  be 
timid  "  ;  mechakucha  (better  muchakucha), 
meaning  "unintelligible,"  "confused"; 
hiki-komu,  "  to  force  one's  way  into  an- 
other's house  "  ;  bera-bera,  "  talkative," 
and  a  number  of  others.  In  this  class 
must  be  included  a  small  army  of  appro- 
brious  epithets  that  would  make  SlR 
Edwin  Arnold  open  his  eyes  to  hitherto 
undiscovered  "beauties  "  of  the  Japanese 
language,  which,  however  dulcet-sounding 
and  ignorant  of  "swear-words"  (to  quote 
GRANT  ALLEN),  is  rich  in  ornate  epithets 
that  would  do  credit  to  Billingsgate.  Some 
slang  expressions  have  evidently  been 
modelled  after  foreign  phraseology  :  for 
instance  buranko  suru,  "to  swing/'  as 
expressive  of  the  prevalent  mode  of  capital 
punishment;  impeku,  unquestionably  ab- 
breviated from  "  impecunious"  and  having 
the  same  signification ;  ensho  ni  dan, 
"  powder  and  shot,"  for  money  or  small 
change.  The  last  two  are  particularly 
fashionable  among  University  students. 

The  next  step  is  to  a  lower  vulgar  diction 
that  can  only  be  classified  as  argot.  This 
is  the  thieves'  patter,  the  "  flash  "  language 
of  the  purlieus  of  our  great  cities;  the 
cipher-speech  of  fishmongers,  kurumaya, 
et  hoc  genus  omne,  in  whose  tongue  the 
numerals  have  all  been  rechristened,  e.g. 
genko  (the  fist)  for  "five;  dote  "one"; 
yami,  "two";  yami-kan,  "twenty"; 
o-y a ri ',  "  one  yen."  As  in  Europe,  there 
are  peculiar  and,  to  the  uninitiated,  wholly 
unintelligible  phrases  for  "  to  be  arrested," 
"  to  steal,"  "  a  policeman,"  etc.,  etc.  Such 
words,  however,  rarely  if  ever  find  their 
way  into  the  columns  of  the  daily  press, 
and,  of  course,  it  is  in  only  the  lowest 
orders  that  they  are  current.  The  Japan- 
ese language,  like  all  other  things  per- 
taining to  the  Empire,  is  still  to  a  certain 
extent  undergoing  a  transition  period. 
For  one  thing  it  is  becoming  better  spoken 
and  better  written  than  it  has  been  for 
centuries,  despite  the  slipshod  style,  loose 
grammer,  and  multiplicity  of  colloquialisms 
to  be  found  in  the  columns  of  the  average 
koshimbun,  or  second-rate  purveyor  of 
social  scandal  and  questionable  news. 


A  FOREIGN  LADY  FOUND 
DROWNED. 


A  few  minutes  past  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
morning  a  sampan  sendo  noticed  the  body  of 
a  person  in  femaJe  foreign  attire  floating  in  the 
harbour  opposite  No.  9,  Bund,  and  at  once  gave 
the  alarm.  The  police  soon  had  the  body  out 
of  the  water  and  conveyed  on  shore,  when  it  was 
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discovered  that  the  corpse  was  that  of  Mrs.  Fanny 
Cooper,  an  English  lady  of  means,  a  native  of 
Ely,  Cambridgeshire,  and  the  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Harris  Cooper  of  Leicester,  to  whom  she 
was  married  at  Leeds,  but  with  whom  she  has 
not  lately  been  living.  The  deceased  lady 
arrived  in  this  country  from  the  States  on  the 
City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Captain  Smith,  on  the 
25th  March,  which  vessel  left  San  Francisco 
on  the  8th  of  that  month,  and  during  the  last 
two  weeks  has  been  staying  at  the  Club  Hotel. 
She  was  of  a  quiet  disposition,  but  was  perpetu- 
ally tormented  by  the  hallucination  that  she 
was  followed  and  watched  by  persons  who 
wished  to  persecute  her.  In  other  ways,  too, 
she  wag  strange,  but  no  one  suspected  that 
her  mind  would  turn  in  a  suicidal  direction. 
She  was  last  seen  alive  about  half-past  ten  the 
previous  night  walking  along  the  Bund,  and 
then  appeared  calm  and  collected.  She  left  the 
hotel  cairying  a  valise  and  shawl,  but  when 
found  on  Wednesday  the  valise  and  shawl  were 
both  missing.  Upon  her  dress  and  person  were 
a  brooch,  a  bracelet,  some  letters,  and  a  British 
Legation  passport.  The  deceased  was  between 
forty-fiv«  or  fifty  years  of  age,  with  while  hair, 
and  during  her  stay  in  Japan  has  been  most 
staid,  ladylike,  and  refined  in  her  appearance 
and  demeanour.  The  body  has  since  been  in- 
terred in  the  Cemetery,  Yokohama.  At  the 
inquest  held  at  the  British  Consulate  on  Thurs- 
day a  verdict  of  suicide  whilst  in  an  unsound 
state  of  mind  was  returned. 


SAFE  ARRIVAL  OF  MR.  H.  J.  SNOW. 

 ♦  

All  anxiety  as  to  the  safety  of  Mr.  H.J.  Snow 
was  allayed  on  Wednesday  night  upon  receipt 
by  Mr.  Laffin  of  a  telegram  from  the  missing 
man  himself.  He  says  he  was  five  days 
afloat  in  the  boat  before  being  picked  up  by 
the  American  sealing  schooner  Bowhead, 
Captain  Noyes.  The  Bowhead  continued  her 
cruize  until  an  opportunity  presented  of  land- 
ing the  castaways  on  the  coast  at  Yamada, 
north  of  Kinkasan.  Mr.  Snow  and  his  two 
Chinese  were  probably  put  ashore  some  time 
yesterday,  or  possibly  late  the  day  before. 
From  the  meagre  statements  contained  in  the 
telegram  we  gather  that  the  intrepid  sealer  is 
none  the  worse  for  his  adventure.  The  Rctrei- 
ver  will  await  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Snow. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 


Ordinarily  men  do  not  pay  much  attention 
to  the  doings  of  Count  Oki,  ex-Minister  of 
Education.  Whatever  may  be  his  personal 
qualities,  his  political  influence  is  almost  nil. 
During  his  long  official  career,  extending  over 
more  than  twenty  years,  he  did  not  accomplish 
anything  worthy  of  notice,  and  although  he  was 
most  of  the  time  in  the  Cabinet,  men  regarded 
him  as  a  sort  of  make-weight  rather  than  as  an 
active  member.  But  since  his  retirement  into 
private  life,  he  has  been  saying  big  .things  to 
newspaper-men.  At  one  time  it  was  even 
reported  that  he  had  offered  his  services  as 
a  mediator  between  the  Progressionists  and 
the  National  Unionists.  At  all  events,  lie 
docs  not  seem  to  think  that  he  has  hid 
a  final  farewell  to  political  life.  Hence  a 
visit  paid  by  him  to  Count  Okuma  uu  the 
20th  instant  has  attracted  some  attention  in 
political  circles.  Nothing,  however,  is  known 
about  the  meeting  of  the  two  Hizen  statesmen 
except  that  the  conversation  between  them  lasted 
some  time. 

Count  Itagaki  is  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the 
Korean  assassination  affair.  He  has  always 
held  pronounced  views  about  Korean  policy. 
Since  the  memorable  Cabinet  crisis  of  1873, 
when  he,  together  with  the  elder  Saigo,  Soye- 
jima,  and  others  left  the  Government  on  account 
of  a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  he 
is  said  to  have  never  given  up  his  idea  of 
a  Korean  invasion.  Whether  he  aims  at 
converting  the  peninsular  Kingdom  into  a 
regular  dependency  of  this  Empire,  or  whe- 
ther his  purpose  is  to  establish  a  kind  of  pro- 


tectorate over  it,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  state 
with  certainty.  But  it  is  tolerably  clear  that 
his  idea  is  not  confined  merely  to  humbling 
Korea  by  means  of  force.  The  present  as- 
sassination question  is  said  to  have  once  more 
roused  his  warlike  spirit,  and  rumour  represents 
him  as  having  instructed  some  of  his  followers 
to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  inter- 
national bearings  of  the  affair. 

There  is  a  movement  on  foot  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Neutral  Party  out  of  the  independent 
members  of  the  Lower  House  who  represent 
the  interests  of  the  business  class.  The  princi- 
pal promoters  are  Messrs.  Hara  Zenzaburo, 
Oku  Saburobei,  Inoda  Masakichi,  Hiyama 
Tetsusaburo,  and  so  forth.  They  are  reported 
to  have  obtained  the  promise  of  more  than 
twenty  members  to  join  the  party.  It  was  at 
first  rumoured  that  the  party  would  be  joined  by 
the  members  from  Kiushu,  and  others  believed 
to  have  more  or  less  affinity  with  the  Radicals, 
but  this  seems  to  be  a  mistaken  forecast.  It  is 
probable  that  the  Neutral  party  will  vote  on 
most  questions  against  the  allied  sections  of 
the  Opposition.  It  will  hold  the  balance  of 
power  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  delegates  of  the  allied  sections  of  the 
Opposition  have  been  holding  frequent  meetings. 
At  the  conference  of  the  20th  instant,  there 
were  present  Messrs.  Takata  Sanaye  and  Ka- 
doma  Hisatsune  (of  the  Kaishin-to) ;  Messrs. 
Furusho  Kamon,  Wada  Hikojiro,  and  Hara 
Kozo  (of  the  Kokumin  Kyokai)  ;  Messrs.  Take- 
tomi  Jibin  aud  Node  Shozaburo  (of  the  Doshi 
Seiska) ;  Messrs.  Oi  Kentaro,  Komuchi  Tomo- 
tsune,  and  Sakamoto  Noriyoshi  (of  the  defunct 
Dai  Nippon  Kyokai)  ;  and  Messrs.  Wakabara 
Kanzui,  Inagaki  Shimesu,  and  Abei  Iwane  (of 
the  Domei  Seisha).  It  was  resolved  that  in- 
vitations to  a  convivial  reunion  of  the  allied  sec 
tions  on  the  22nd  instant,  should  be  issued  to 
outsiders  holding  the  same  views  as  those  sec- 
tions on  foreign  policy,  and  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  from  each  section  to  make  pre- 
parations for  a  grand  reunion  to  be  held  on  the 
10th  of  May.  These  gatherings  are  intended, 
it  seems,  as  demonstrations  on  the  question  of 
foreign  policy. 

The  press  is  again  settling  down  to  the  belief 
that  the  report  about  the  speedy  conclusion  of 
a  new  treaty  with  England  was  premature,  if 
not  entirely  groundless.  Some  papers  pretend 
that  the  story  was  originally  circulated  by  a 
friend  or  protege  of  the  late  Count  Terajima, 
while  others  seek  to  trace  the  rumour  to  an  un- 
guarded expression  on  the  part  of  the  Minister 
President  of  State.  On  the  whole,  the  Opposi- 
tion journals  appear  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
occasional  circulation  of  rumours  about  a 
speedy  settlement  of  negotiations  for  Treaty 
Revision  is  a  device  of  the  Cabinet's  to  make 
the  public  believe  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  do  not  neglect  their  duties  about  the 
solution  of  this  important  national  problem.  By 
such  subterfuges  do  the  party  organs  endeavour 
to  conceal  their  own  want  of  discretion  in  giving 
easy  credit  to  every  rumour  that  happens  to  be 
in  the  air. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  source  from 
which  the  Treaty-Revision  story  emanated,  the 
politicians  of  the  allied  sections  of  the  Opposi- 
tion have  no  cause  to  complain  of  its  circula- 
tion. For  they  have  artfully  utilised  it  10  foment 
an  agitation,  the  ostensible  object  of  which  is 
to  demand  the  recovery  of  both  judicial  and 
tariff  autonomy,  but  the  real  purpose  is  to  revive 
interest  in  the  question  of  Strict  Enforcement 
of  the  Treaties.  As  stated  in  these  columns 
more  than  once,  the  results  of  the  last  general 
election  demonstrated  in  a  striking  manner  that 
the  anti-foreign  spirit  originally  animating  the 
principal  advocates  of  Strict  Enforcement  is 
entirely  out  of  touch  with  the  sentiment  of  the 
nation.  Nevertheless,  the  dissolution  of  the 
Lower  House  having  been  caused  principally 
by  this  question,  the  allied  Opposition  parties 
are  bound  to  bring  it  up  for  discussion  in  the 
coming  session  of  the  Diet.  Consciousness  of 
the  unpopularity  of  their  ill-advised  course  has 
caused  them  the  greatest  anxiety.  Fortunately 
for  them,  when  things  were  in  this  unsatisfactory 
1  condition,  rumours  about  Treaty  Revision  began 


to  be  circulated  in  the  capital.  By  pretending 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  alleged  defec- 
tive points  in  the  imaginary  new  treaty  with 
England,  the  organs  of  the  Opposition  factions 
have  succeeded  in  getting  up  a  movement  for 
a  strong  foreign  policy.  These  papers  now 
acknowledge  that  the  rumours  about  Treaty 
Revision  were  not  well  founded.  But  the  agita- 
tion is  to  be  kept  up,  in  view  of  the  coming 
struggle  with  the  Cabinet  in  the  sixth  session 
of  the  Diet.  Whether  this  movement  is  strong 
enough  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  allied  fac- 
tions remains  to  be  seen,  but  an  opinion  prevails 
in  well  informed  circles  that,  in  spite  of  all  that 
is  done  by  these  actions,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  them  to  re-introduce  the  Representation  on 
Strict  Enforcement  in  its  original  shape. 

Mr.  HoshiToru  has  again  joined  the  Radical 
Party.  This  step  was  taken  by  him  in  obedience 
to  the  unanimous  expression  of  a  wish  to  that 
effect  by  the  Kwanto  section  of  the  Party.  The 
circumstance  considerably  increases  his  chance 
of  being  nominated  a  candidate  for  the  Pre- 
sidency of  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  is 
stated  that  among  the  new  Radical  members  of 
the  House  from  the  provincial  districts,  not  a  few 
are  seriously  opposed  to  Mr.  Hoshi's  candida- 
ture. But  his  possible  rival,  Mr.  Kono  Hiro- 
naka,  is  well  known  to  be  averse  to  anything  like 
competition  with  him.  Moreover,  Mr.  Hoshi 
will  be  warmly  supported  not  only  by  the  Kwan- 
to section  but  also  by  the  Tosa  Radicals  who 
form  the  centre  of  the  Party  under  the  immediate 
leadership  of  Count  Itagaki.  So  it  is  believed 
that  he  will  be  ultimately  accepted  as  the  Party's 
nominee  for  the  important  post.  In  that  case, 
as  he  is  known  to  possess  a  large  number  of 
friends  among  the  Independents,  his  election  is 
held  to  be  at  least  as  likely  as  that  of  any  other 
candidate.  His  principal  rival  will,  of  course, 
be  Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka  of  the  Kodo  Club. 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 
 *  

The  grand  naval  review  of  the  Peiyang  fleet 
and  a  picked  squadron  of  the  Nanyang  fleet, 
before  H.E.  the  Viceroy  Li  Hung-chang  and 
H.E.  Ming  An.  Imperial  Commissioner  of  De- 
fence for  the  Manchurian  provinces,  will  take 
place  in  the  Gulf  of  Pechili  on  the  7th  of  May. 

The  China  Mutual  steamer  Ninchow,  says 
our  Shanghai  morning  contemporary,  was  the 
first  steamer  to  pass  through  the  Suez  Canal 
homeward-bound  with  the  Shanghai  Municipal 
flag  flying.  She  was  also  the  first  to  enter  the 
port  of  London  with  the  same  flag  flying.  She 
reached  Gravesend  on  the  15th  of  January  last, 
and  London  the  same  evening. 

The  Shanghai  Customs  authorities  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  Major  Bros.'  oil  filter 
press  is  not  machinery,  but  a  filter,  and  a  per- 
mit to  land  it  is  to  be  refused  no  longer. 

The  Peking  and  Tientsin  Times  understands 
that  tenders  will  shortly  be  issued  for  supplying 
the  fort  of  Chio  Chou,  in  Shantung,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Chefoo,  with  heavy  guns  to  the 
value  of  about  one  million  taels.  The  tenders 
will  be  issued  as  soon  as  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions, which  are  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  military  authorities,  are  settled. 

The  high  authorities  at  Foochow  intend  to 
still  further  strengthen  the  port  of  Amoy  against 
a  possible  enemy,  and  in  addition  to  foils  al- 
ready built  or  on  the  point  of  completion,  accord- 
ing to  the  German  method  of  fortification,  they 
have  decided  to  build  a  large  fort  at  Pehshil'ou, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  port.  Their  Excellen- 
cies, the  Admiral  and  Taotai,  performed  the 
inaugural  ceremonies  of  breaking  the  first  sod 
on  the  13th  instant,  with  the  usual  sacrifices. 

An  anomaly  in  the  retail  opium  trade  of 
Shanghai  at  the  present  time  of  writing,  says 
the  N.-C.  Daily  News,  is  the  fact  that  the 
Indian  drug  just  now  is  one-eighteenth  cheaper 
than  the  native  produce.  Hence  the  demand 
for  the  imported  article  has  been  greater  than 
usual  for  the  past  ten  days  or  so. 

According  to  a  Chinese  native  paper,  some  of 
the  wealthy  merchants  and  notables  of  Peking 
are  thinking  of  inaugurating  a  museum  of  the 
arts  and  sciences  of  Europe,  America  and 
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China,  in  that  city  in  honour  of  the  Imperial 
Birthday  this  year.  As  a  companion  to  lite 
Peking  institution  a  college  or  university  of  the 
various  brandies  of  the  progressive  sciences  of 
the  West  is  also  mooted,  the  buildings  to  be 
erected  at  Shanghai. 

For  the  first  time  since  India  became  a  tea- 
growing  country  there  was  a  falling  off  last  year 
in  the  export  of  the  product.  The  planters  are 
not  at  all  alarmed,  however,  as  the  temporary 
check  admits  of  easy  explanation.  It  was  due, 
apparently,  to  the  shortness  of  the  crop,  the 
quality  of  which  was  excellent,  and  to  con- 
sequent high  prices.  This,  observes  the  Shang- 
hai morning  journal,  is  the  text  upon  which  a 
home  paper  dogmatically  remarks  that  there  is 
no  sign  that  the  English  consumer  is  going  back 
to  his  old  preference  for  China  teas,  "  which  are 
cheaper  to  buy,  but  so  much  inferior  in  quality 
that  they  are  dearer  in  the  long  run." 

The  Shanghai  Municipal  police  are  no  respec- 
ters of  persons,  and  having  commenced  on  the 
poor  brokers  for  furious  driving,  have  extended 
their  operations  to  Consuls,  for  on  Thursday 
afternoon  last  week,  a  Sikh  policeman  stopped 
t  Consul-General  in  the  Nanking  Road  because 
his  ma/00,  who  is  well  known  as  a  furious  driver, 
was  driving  at  a  more  rapid  pace  than  is  con- 
sidered conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  lives  and 
limbs  of  foot  passengers.  As  the  Sikh  did  not 
know  the  Consul,  who  declined  to  give  his  card, 
or  write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  paper,  the  Sikh 
and  the  Consul  went  to  the  Police  Station. 

'lhe  French  Consular  Court  at  Shanghai  has 
come  to  a  decision  in  the  suit  brought  by  the 
Bank  of  China,  Japan,  and  the  Straits  against 
a  Mr.  E.  Lepissier,  in  respect  of  unpaid  calls 
on  some  shares.  Judgment  was  rendered  for 
defendant,  mainly  on  two  grounds — first,  that 
the  Bank  was  not  properly  constituted  according 
to  French  law,  which  requires  that  25  per  cent, 
of  the  nominal  capital  of  a  company  shall  be 
paid  up ;  and,  secondly,  the  Court  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  Bank's  balance  sheet,  and 
held  that  the  Bank  was  not  in  a  position  which 
would  justify  it  in  making  a  call ;  for  if  a  Com- 
pany has  lost  a  certain  proportion  of  its  paid-up 
capital,  it  cannot,  according  to  French  law, 
make  a  call  without  a  general  meeting  of  the 
shareholders. 

According  to  a  letter  from  the  N.-C.  Daily 
News  native  correspondent  at  Peking,  H.H. 
Prince  Kung,  grand  uncle  of  the  Emperor, 
despite  his  age,  seniority,  and  bodily  infirmities, 
felt  himself  bound,  amidst  the  general  bustle 
and  exertions  of  the  present  period  of  prepara- 
tion, to  offer  to  join  personally  in  the  congratu- 
latory ceremonies,  which  will  doubtless  be  very 
fatiguing  even  to  younger  and  stronger  persons, 
that  are  to  be  held  on  the  occasion  of  H.I.M. 
the  Empress  Dowager's  sixtieth  birthday  next 
November,  and,  to  this  end,  he  has  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  Throne  upon  the  subject.  An 
edict  dated  the  9th  instant,  however,  compas- 
sionately makes  allowance  for  the  Prince's  age 
and  general  state  of  health,  and  at  the  bidding 
of  his  Imperial  mother  the  Emperor  has  in  fitting 
words  graciously  exempted  Prince  Kung  from 
attending  the  Birthday  Celebrations  in  person 
during  the  whole  of  the  fifteen  fays' fltes. 

A  native  letter  from  Peking  relates  the  follow- 
ing incident  which  occurred  within  the  Imperial 
Palace  grounds  recently: — Dr.  Li  Te-ch'ang, 
Vice-President  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Phy- 
sicians at  Peking,  who  was  on  duty  lately  at- 
tending in  the  Suite  of  the  Empress  Dowager 
at  Eho  Park  Palace,  has  had  a  rather  uncom- 
fortable experience.  Attracted  by  curiosity,  he 
got  one  of  the  eunuchs  off  duty  to  conduct 
him  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  Palace 
grounds.  Her  Imperial  Majesty  happened, 
however,  to  see  the  pair  leisurely  wandering  in 
the  gardens,  and  the  culprits  were  immediately 
recalled  to  their  senses,  the  eunuch  by  being  laid 
prone  on  his  face  and  40  blows  administered  on 
his  calves  by  the  eunuch  guard,  and  the  Doctor 
by  being  informed  that  he  would  have  to  go  minus 
three  months'  salary.  The  Doctor's  assistant, 
a  young  man  named  Chang,  who  had  followed 
his  chief  at  a  distance  on  this  tour  of  explora- 
tion, was  sent  out  of  the  Palace  precincts  with  | 


the  order  never  to  wait  upon  the  Imperial  Lady 
any  more. 

The  Directors  of  the  Yang-tsze  Insurance 
Association,  Limited,  have  issued  their  annual 
report  and  statement  of  accounts  to  the  20th 
December,  1893,  as  duly  verified  by  the  auditor. 
The  working  account  of  former  years  now 
shows  a  balance  of  $6, 160  at  credit,  against 
Which  pending  claims  are  estimated  at  about 
$3,500.  The  working  account  of  1892  is  run- 
ning off  very  well  and  now  shows  a  balance 
of  $45,160.26  at  credit.  Claims  pending  are 
not  heavy,  and  the  account  should  show  a  hand- 
some balance  when  it  is  closed  next  year.  The 
working  account  of  1893  shows  that  the  net 
premia  earned,  less  re-insurances,  returns,  etc., 
amount  to  $323,011.96.  A  considerable  and 
steady  increase  of  business  at  the  head  office 
and  principal  eastern  agencies  is  a  gratifying 
feature  and  the  result  is  a  balance  at  credit  of 
workingaccount,  1893,  of  $245,562.47,  which  the 
Directors  recommend  should  be  appropriated  as 
follows,  viz.: — A  dividend  of  10  °/0  (=$6  per 
share),  to  shareholders,  $41,688.00;  to  reserve 
fund,  $30,000.00  ;  to  exchange  and  investment 
fluctuation  account  16,131.11  :  balance  to  be 
carried  forwards  $157,743.36  —  $245,562.47. 
Claims  paid  since  30th  December  last,  and 
estimated  as  pending  on  all  known  casualties 
amount  to  about  $75,000.  After  adding 
$30,000,  as  proposed,  the  reserve  fund  will 
amount  to  $310,000.  In  view  of  the  increase 
in  the  business  the  directors  deem  it  of  great 
importance  that  the  reserve  should  be  increased 
as  much  as  possible  for  the  present.  Ster- 
ling exchange  has  been  taken  at  3s.  i^d. 
per  tael  (the  demand  rate  on  30th  December, 
1893),  and  the  relative  value  between  dollars 
and  taels  at  73.  The  value  on  30th  December 
last  has  been  taken  for  all  the  investments.  In 
Julylast,  permission  was  granted  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Hongkong  to  make  the  return  of  $40 
per  share.  The  return  of  capital  warrants  were 
made  payable  on  and  after  the  1st  August, 
1893,  and  there  remain  now  only  a  few  shares 
on  which  the  return  has  not  been  applied  for. 
In  accordance  with  the  articles  of  association 
the  present  directors  all  retire  from  office,  but, 
being  eligible,  offer  themselves  for  re-election. 
The  accounts  have  been  audited  by  Mr.  Augus- 
tus White,  who  offers  himself  for  re-election. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 

 ♦  

Sir  Francis  Cavendish  Lascelles,  G.C.M.G., 
has  been  appointed  British  Ambassador  at  St. 
Petersburg.  Sir  Francis  has  been  in  the  diplo- 
matic service  since  1861.  His  most  recent 
appointment  was  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
at  Teheran,  in  succession  to  Sir  Henry  Drum- 
tnond  Wolff,  where  he  spent  z\  years. 

Sir  Mortimer  Durand,  K.C  S.L,  K.C.I.E., 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Sir  Francis 
Lascelles  as  MinisterPlenipotentiary  atTeheran, 
his  post  as  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India 
in  the  Foreign  Department  being  taken  by  Mr. 
William  Lee-Warner,  C.S.I. 

Sir  James  Stephen,  the  great  legal  com- 
mentator, died  on  the  nth  of  March,  and 
Admiral  Sir  Claude  Buckle  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month. 

The  Honourable  Sir  Francis  Plunkett  has 
been  made  a  G.C.M.G. 

It  lias  been  shown  by  Mr.  W.  H.  White, 
Director  of  Naval  Construction,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  8  or  9  small  vessels,  the  whole  fleet 
of  70  ships  provided  for  as  an  addition  to  the 
British  Navy  by  the  Naval  Defence  Act  of  1889, 
were  ready  for  service  at  the  end  of  March. 
The  building  and  arming  of  such  a  fleet  in  so 
brief  a  time  was  described  by  [Mr.  White  as  a 
feat  that  no  other  nation  in  the  world  could 
hope  to  essay. 

Mr.  Yates  Thompson  has  offered  a  sum  of 
^38,000  for  the  construction  of  a  monumental 
chapel  in  connection  with  the  Abbey  of  West- 
minster, on  condition  that  the  chapel  form 
part  of  the  Abbey;  that  provision  be  made 
for  its  maintenance  without  the  imposition  of 
heavy  fees  on  the  erection  of  monuments,  as  at 
present,  and  that  it  shall  not  become  a  lumber- 
room  for  existing  monuments  which  it  may  be 


thought  well  to  remove  from  the  Abbey  itself. 
Thirty-eight  thousand  pounds  sterling  means 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  Japanese 
yen.  Public  spirit  in  Japan  has  not  yet  moved 
any  of  her  ricii  men  to  make  a  donation  of  such 
a  nature. 

To  such  an  extent  has  the  agrarian  dementia 
been  carried  in  Ireland  that  the  taking  of  a 
farm  from  which  a  tenant  has  been  evicted  is 
now  publicly  denounced  as  "  a  detestable  and 
odious  practice."  Monster  meetings  are  held 
to  protest  against  the  iniquity  of  a  landowner 
letting  his  land  to  any  one  except  those  who 
decline  to  pay  any  rent  for  it,  and  a  crusade  is 
preached  by  educated  men,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  induce  all  sections  of  Irish  Nationalists 
"to  band  together  and  make  the  practice  un- 
comfortable for  any  land-grabber,"  as  well  as  to 
"brand  any  Irishman  holding  intercourse  with 
such  base  traitors  to  the  people's  cause  as 
an  enemy  to  his  country  and  his  class."  Dr. 
Tanner  preaches  that  "Lord  Roseberrymust  be 
plainly  called  on  to  settle  the  question  of  evicted 
tenants  as  he  has  settled  the  miners  question 
in  England."  The  Liberal  Party  shouldered  a 
veritable  Old  Man  of  the  Sea  when  they  took 
up  the  cause  of  Home  Rule. 

lhe  Times,  writing  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  retire- 
ment,  says : — 

A  time  came  when  from  persuading  others  he  took 
to  persuading  himself,  and  from  that  time  forward 
he  seemed  to  bid  farewell  to  the  high  statesmanship 
of  his  prime,  His  unrivalled  powers  of  persuasion 
still  remained  unimpaired,  however.  There  have  been 
greater  orators  than  Mr.  Gladstone.  There  has  never 
been  a  greater  Parliamentary  debater.  It  was  said  of 
P«el  that  he  played  on  the  House  of  Commons  like 
an  old  fiddle.  Mr.  Gladstone  played  on  it  like  a 
whole  orchestra,  There  was  no  tone  in  that  assembly 
that  he  could  not  evoke  at  will,  no  mood  with  which 
he  could  not  instantly  and  intimately  identify  himself. 
The  note  of  his  oratory  was  not  literary  excellence— 
in  which  he  has  had  many  superiors — but  a  glamour 
of  persuasion  which  was  intensely  dramatic  in  its 
essence  and  largely  physical  in  its  accessories.  Its 
secret  lay  not  only  in  what  a  brilliant  critic  has  called 
that  strange  magic  which  resides  "  in  the  mere  sound 
of  some  voices,  the  calculated  charm  of  their  modula. 
tion,  the  magnetism  of  eye,  of  expression,  and  even 
of  gesture,"  but,  above  all,  in  that  rare  sensibility  of 
dramatic  perception  which  at  once  exalts  and  effaces  the 
mere  personality  of  the  speaker  and  enables  him  to 
persuade  his  audience,  not,  indeed,  that  he  is  speaking 
the  words  of  truth  and  wisdom  in  the  abstract,  but 
that  he  is  for  the  time  being  the  embodiment  and  con- 
summate  presentation  of  their  innermost  feelings  and 
conviction.  Few  orators  have  ever  wielded  this  magic 
weapon  of  debate  with  Mr.  Gladston's  mastery,  If 
the  nobler  features  of  his  personality  have  disappeared 
in  the  witchery  of  the  performance,  if  the  higher  states- 
manship of  his  prime  has  given  place  to  the  arts  of  the 
demagogue  concealed  even  from  himself  by  the  tradi- 
tions and  associations  of  a  life  devoted  to  lofty 
personal  ideals  and  the  conduct  of  great  affairs,  that, 
after  all.  is  the  pity  of  it. 

Crude  petroleum  has  been  discovered  on  the 
Ashewick  estate  in  Somerset,  and  experts  have 
expressed  the  opinion  that  sufficient  oil  exists  to 
warrant  any  expenditure  on  account  of  boring. 

A  Special  Report  on  surnames  in  Ireland, 
compiled  by  the  Assistant  Registrar-General, 
shows,  among  other  things,  that  "Murphy"  is 
the  commonest  surname  in  Ireland,  there  being 
no  fewer  than  62,600  persons  (or  13.3  per  1,000 
of  the  population)  so  called,  and  the  next  in 
orderof  numerical  strength  are  "  Kelly "(55, 900), 
"Sullivan"  (43,600),  "Walsh"  (41,700), 
"Smith"  (33,703),  "O'Brien"  (33,400),  and 
"Byrne  "  (33,300). 

The  Navy  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  just 
commenced  amount  to  £17, 366, 100,  an  in- 
crease of  .£3,126,000  over  the  amount  voted 
for  last  year.  The  programme  of  construc- 
tion for  the  year  includes  the  laying  down 
of  7  first-class  battle-ships,  6  cruisers,  and  2 
sloops.  It  forms  part  of  a  complete  programme 
arranged  for  a  term  of  five  years.  It  will  in- 
terest the  Japanese  to  know  that  Great  Britain 
spends  upon  her  Navy  alone  in  one  year  an 
amount  equal  to  twice  the  whole  annual  revenue 
of  this  empire. 

In  the  last  statement  published  by  the  Bank 
of  England,  it  is  shown  that  the  liabilities  in  the 
Baring  liquidation  are  reduced  to  .£3,557,667, 
and  the  debt  to  the  Bank  to  ,£3,450,000.  The 
assets,  according  to  a  careful  valuation,  stand  at 
.£4,023,241,  showing  an  apparent  surplus  of 
^465,574. 
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KOREAN  NEWS. 

 ♦  

Correspondence  from  Soul,  dated  April  17th, 
and  published  by  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun, 
contains  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  recep- 
tion of  Hong  Tjyong-ou  and  his  victim's  corpse 
in  Korea.  It  was  on  the  13th  instant  at  1.25 
p.m.,  that  the  steamship  Kan-vo  with  the  mur- 
derer and  the  dead  body  on  board,  arrived  at 
Yokkachin,  a  place  on  the  river  Han  a  couple  of 
miles  from  Soul.  About  twenty  soldiers,  who 
had  been  wailing  on  the  wharf,  put  off  to  the 
steamer,  and  in  a  short  while  came  back  with  a 
coffin,  carrying  a  flag  on  which  were 
the  ideographs  ik  Wl  t&  ?E  3E  & 
villainous  traitor,  Ok-kyfin).  The 
was  carried  to  a  store-house  where  it 


long 
inscribed 
(A  most 
coffin 


ance 
over. 


was  kept  for  the  time  being  under  a  strong 
guard.  The  steamer,  after  unloading  the 
coffin  containing  Kim's  remains,  sailed  a  little 
distance  further  up  the  river  to  Ryu-san, 
where  the  assassin  landed.  Hong  entered  Soul 
at  5.30  p.m.  on  the  same  day  in  a  palanquin, 
together  with  his  patron  Cho  Gi-yen,  escorted 
by  a  strong  body  of  troops.  He  is  still  living 
at  his  patron's  house.  As  to  Kim's  remains, 
the  head,  arms,  and  legs  were  severed  from 
the  trunk  and  exposed  at  Yokkachin  on  the 
following  day  at  9  p.m.  The  question  how 
to  dispose  of  Hong  seems  still  unsettled.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Hochi  Shimbun 's  correspondent 
it  is  reported  that  there  is  a  proposal  to  appoint 
him  Minister  of  War.  The  same  correspondent 
states  that  the  steamer  KcW-yo  received  Hong 
and  his  victim's  body  from  the  Chinese  man- 
of-war  at  Chemulpo. 

The  Korean  Government  is  said  to  have 
established  regulations  about  the  reception  of 
foreign  princes.  First,  they  are  to  be  lodged 
in  the  Keisho  Palace  ;  secondly,  some  higher 
officials  of  the  Cabinet  are  to  go  to  Ninsen  to  wel- 
come such  visitors;  thirdly,  the  Korean  Princes 
the  Blood  and  the  Minister  of  Ceremonies 
to  proceed  to  Ryu-san  to  receive  them  ; 
fourthly  the  King  and  the  Crown  Prince  are  to 
go  as  far  as  the  Southern  Gate,  attended  by  a 
body  of  troops  ;  and  fifthly,  such  princely  visitors 
are  to  be  entertained  at  the  Palace  by  the  King 
and  Queen. 


from  the  Harbour  Master's  Report,  published 
on  the  12th  instant : — 

The  total  of  arrivals  and  sailings  in  1893 
amounted  to  14,349,122  tons,  or  an  increase  in 
_y2  of  196,273  tons.  There  weie  32,983  amvals 
with  a  tonnage  of  7,177,025  tons  and  32,858  depar- 
tures of  7,172,097  tons. 

Tlie  inciease  in  tonnage  in  Em  opean  construct- 
ed vessels  is  241,707  Ions,  l lie  numerical  decrease 
is  216.  Paradoxical  as  this  appears  it  is  in  accoid- 
with  the  growth  of  shipping  all  the  woild 
the  tendency  being  to  increase  the  size  of 
ships  (and  by  the  aid  of  labour-saving  appliances 
to  decrease  the  crews,  improved  machinery  also 
economising  fuel) 

There  is  an  inciease  in  the  Foreign  Junk  Trade 
of  2,007  Junks  representing  295,931  tons,  against 
which  must  be  set  a  deciease  in  the  Local  Junk 
Tiade  of  8,630  vessels  aggiegating  341,365  tons. 

The  1,682   British    Ships,   exclusive    of  River 
Steamers,  What  entered  the  poit  in  1893,  cauied 
11,876    British    officers    and    147  Fo.eigneis 
follows  :  — 

11,876 


2,717,910  tons  made  up  as  follows: 

Beans  

Bones  

Bricks  .. 

Coal   

Cotton  .. 
Flour  ><#.. 

Fruit   

Hemp  .. 

Iron   

Kerosine 

Lead   

Oil  

Rice    762,374 

Salt   •••  200 

Sandal  Wood    790 

Sugar   168,816 

Tea    988 

Timber    26,03% 

Geneial   1,163,962 

2,717,910 

Transit  1,335.264 


7,070 
870 
100 

507.993 
2,300 
6,320 
60 
600 
650 
66,939 
700 
240 


Biilish   

Americans... 

Danes  

Germans  ... 

Swedes   

Portuguese 
Norwegians 


70 
2 
15 
23 
21 
16 


Of 

are 


HONGKONG  NEWS. 


Five  Japanese  females  were  charged  at  the 
Hongkong  magistracy  on  the  nth  instant  with 
obtaining  a  surreptitious  passage  to  Hongkong 
in  the  German  steamer  Pemptbs,  but  the  case 
was  dismissed. 

Jose  Sanchez  del  Aguilar,  who  recently 
absconded  from  the  Ordinance  Department  in 
Hongkong  after  attempting  unsuccessfully  to 
pass  a  forged  cheque  for  $30  at  the  Hongkong 
and  Shanghai  Bank,  has  been  sentenced  to  12 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

It  has  always  been  difficult  to  form  any  ac- 
curate estimate  of  the  trade  of  Hongkong,  since 
it  is  a  free  port  and  no  customs  returns  are 
available.     There  is,  however,  one  means  of 
procuring  information.     "  From  the  Mail  lines 
monthly  returns  are  rendered  on  printed  Forms 
supplied  them,  the  River  steamers  also  supply 
a  monthly  return,  based  presumably  on  freight 
receipts.     The  coasters  and  tramps  have  sup- 
plied the  required  information  on  arrival  to  the 
Boarding   Officers  and  when   clearing   at  the 
Harbour  Office.    The  Merchant  Shipping  Ordi- 
nance of  1891  authorizes  the  Harbour  Master, 
if  necessary,  to  require  the  deposit  of  a  copy  of 
the  manifest,  on  which  document  the  cargo  is 
accurately  entered,  but  generally  described  in 
parcels,  bundles,  &c.    The  ship  master  or  agent, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  aware  of  the  bulk  measure- 
ment carried  each  voyage,  and  thus  the  more 
useful  information  can  be  obtained  from  their 
reports  ;  but  the  information  from  these  sources 
is  somewhat  approximate  and  it  would  appear 
at  limes  to  be  inaccurate.    Nevertheless,  the 
facts  obtained  from  these  sources  are  alone 
available  to  furnish  an  idea  about  the  trade  of  a 
colony  that  has  a  history  of  very  remarkable 
development.    We  quote  a  few  interesting  facts 


12,023 

126  of  the  British  Officers  belonged  to  the  Naval 
Reserve,  23  of  them  being  Engineers. 

The  1,310  Foreign  ships,  exclusive  of  river  steam- 
ers that  entered  in  1893,  cat  t  ied  1,200  Brills'- 
Officers : — 

In  American  Ships    5 

In  Hawaiian  Ships    3 

In  Chinese  Ships   I,Il6 

In  Japanese  Ships   7^ 

1,200 

In  European  constructed  vessels  the  general 
import  trade,  as  represented  by  the  amount  of 
shipping  entering,  amounted  to  1,651,290  ions 
from  places  other  than  China  and  adjacent  count- 
ries, while  the  imports,  judged  by  the  same 
standard,  but  ftoin  places  in  and  adjacent  to 
China,  amounted  to  3,615,059  tons,  making 
total  impott  tonnage  in  Eutopean  consltucted 
vessels  of  5,266,349  tons. 

Again,  the  general  export   trade,  still  liidg 
as  before,  amounted  to  1,298,235  tons  to  places 
other  than  China  and  adjacent  countries,  while 
those  places  it  amounted  103,971,375  tons,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  export  tonnage  in  European  con- 
structed vessels  of  5,269,510  tons. 

Analysing  the  above  and  comparing  w|lh  1892 
we  get  as  follows  : — 

Import  tonnage.  Increase.  Decrease 

From  places  other  than  China,  &c  128,739  — 
From  China  and  adjacent  places...       —  29,328 


Net  Increase   99.41 1  — 

Export  tonnage.  Increase.  Decrease, 

To  places  other  than  China,  &c...  127,155 
To  China  and  adjacent  places   15. HI  — 

Net  Inciease    142,296  — 

or  in  European  constructed  vessels  a  net  inciease 
of  Import  tonnage  of  99,411  Ions  and  a  net 
crease  of  Export  tonnage  of  142,269  tons  making 
a  net  increase  of  trade,  as  tepresented  by  tonnage 
of  Eutopean  constructed  vessels,  of  241,707  tons 

1893  inaugurated  a  new  trade — kerosine  oil  in 
bulk— for  which  there  appears  to  be  great  possi- 
bilities judging  by  the  fact  that  before  the  arrival 
of  each  oil  steamer  the  depot  is  usually  empty, 
but  that  as  yet  the  bulk  oft  is  largely  used  in  ll 
colony  is  not  apparent.  This  trade  is  returned 
with  considetable  accuracy.  I  may  remark  that 
these  returns  tegarding  trade  compare  very  favour* 
,a|j|y — registered  tonnage  to  cargo  cariied — v  ' 
ihe  lalest  or  any  other  returns  I  have  access  to 

During  the  year  8,758   Eutopean  constructed 

vessels    aggregating     10,535,859     tons  carried 

1.595.675  passengeis  and  6,215,582  tons,  the  latter 

made  up  as  follows  :  — 

1  Tons. 

Impoi  1  cargo      2,859,876 

Expoi  1  cat  go   1> 

613,642 

Transit  cargo      1,335.264 

Bunker  coal  shipped    406,800 

Total    6,215,582 

Imports  (excluding  Rivrr  Trade). 

Tons. 

Steamers...  2,899  measuring  3,573.4-06 
Sailing  ships      93  measuring  83,671 


Total...  2,992 


3,657,077  imported. 


Total   4,053.'74 

by  arrivals. 

Exports  (excluding  River  Trade). 
Steamers,...  2,922  measuring  3,585,372  tons. 
Sailing  Ships,   88  measuring      78,604  tons. 

Total   3,010  3.663,673  tons  exported. 

1,485. J55  101,5  general  cargo. 
These  2,922  steamers  also  shipped  386,601  Ions 
of  Bunker  Coal. 

Junks  in  Foreign  Trade  imported  379, 326  tons 
and  exported  from  the  Colony  845,177  tons,  Euro- 
pean constructed  vessels  imported,  1,246,234  tons 
in  excess  of  exports.  Junks  exported  465,851  ions 
in  excess  of  what  they  imported  reducing  the 
total  excess  of  imports  to  780,383  tons,  from  this 
must  be  deducted  406,800  tons  of  bunker  coal, 
leaving  a  balance  of  373,583  tons  consumed,  manu- 
factured, and  in  stock  in  the  Colony  or  un- 
accounted for. 

The  passenger  traffic  shows  3,407,771  persons 
arriving  and  3,387,569  departing,  a  total  of 
6,795,340.  The  total  revenue  collected  by  the 
Harbour  Department  during  the  year  was 
$195,821,  an  inciease  of  $14,763  over  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Rinderpest  has  broken  out  in  Wanchai,  Hong- 
kong. Prompt  measures  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  its  spread,  twenty-six  beasts  being 
destroyed. 

The  Foochow  Echo  understands  that  Viceroy 
has  appointed  a  mandarin  specially  to  see  that 
no  spurious  tea  is  brought  to  the  Foochow 
market. 

Northern  despatches  note  that  some  Russian 
officers  have  recently  been  making  a  tour  of 
inspection  of  the  Chinese  naval  dep6ts  and  forts 
at  Port  Arthur,  Talien-wan,  and  Weihai-wei. 
Although  treated  with  courtesy  by  the  man- 
darins at  these  places,  the  visitors  were  regarded 
with  some  suspicion  by  their  hosts. 

The  laying  of  the  cable  from  Singapore  to 
Labuan  was  completed  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  14th  inst.  The  Labuan-Hongkong  section 
will  probably  be  completed  early  next  month. 
The  Cable  Companies  have  again  increased  the 
rates  to  certain  places  to  make  up  for  the  decline 
in  exchange. 

The  interport  rifle  match  between  Hongkong, 
Shanghai,  and  Singapore  will  probably  take 
place  011  the  28th  inst. 

Native  despatches  do  not  give  very  encourag- 
ing news  of  the  season's  tea  market  at  Hankow. 
A  considerable  falling  off  in  buyers  is  reported 
for  Hankow  tea  hongs,  and  the  following  ap- 
proximate figures  are  given  :— Ningchow  70  per 
cent. ;  Fychow  (Hueichou)  and  KeemeTi  50  per 
cent. ;  while  only  about  80  per  cent,  on  an 
average  of  Hukuang  teas  have  so  far  been  ap- 
plied for. 

Two  houses  in  the  Hollywood  Road,  Hong- 
kong, were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of 
April  17. 

His  Excellency  Kung,  the  new  Chinese  Mini- 
ster to  England  and  France,  and  suite,  arrived 
at  Hongkong  on  the  17th  inst.  by  the  Messageries 
Maritimes  steamer  Oxus,  from  Shanghai,  en 
route  for  Europe.  His  Excellency  and  suite 
went  ashore  in  the  afternoon  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  a  visit  to  Canton. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  among  Kowloon  resi- 
dents for  the  establishment,  upon  a  substantial 
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basis,  of  a  Swimming  Club.   Last  summer  ■ 

semi-public  Swimming  Club  was  in  existence, 
but  the  institution — if  it  ever  readied  a  condition 
of  organisation  to  justify  its  being  called  an 
institution — snuffed  out  with  the  destruction  in 
the  October  typhoon  of  the  bamboo  structure 
which  did  duty  as  a  bath-house. 

A  government  intimation  is  given  that  a  com- 
mencement will  be  made  with  the  driving  of 
piles  in  the  sea  bed  from  the  new  Praya  Recla- 
mation to  the  western  side  of  Potlinger  Street, 
preparatory  to  forming  a  sea  wall  for  the  exten- 
sion of  tlie  Praya  Reclamation.  On  the  17th  the 
last  steamer  left  the  old  Douglas  Wharf,  and  it 
is  expected  that  a  start  will  be  made  soon  with 
the  demolition  of  the  P.  &  O.  and  Pedder's 
Wharves.  The  new  temporary  wharf  off  the 
Reclamation,  opposite  Ice  House  St.,  to  replace 
Pedder's  Wharf,  is  approaching-  completion. 


MONTHLY  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
RELIGIOUS  PRESS. 
 +  

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  religious 
press  of  the  month  past,  expressive  of  religious 
opinion  and  tendency  in  this  country,  is  the 
large  number  of  articles  in  the  Buddhist  maga- 
zines concerning  the  initiation  of  specific  mis- 
sionary effort  abroad,  and  of  religious  revival 
and  reformation  at  home.  For  more  than  a 
year  we  have  called  attention  to  this  awakening 
zeal  within  the  intelligent  circles  of  the  ad- 
herents of  Japan's  popular  religion.  A  marked 
stimulus  to  this  energy  was  given  by  the  Inter- 
national Conference  of  Religions  in  America 
last  autumn.  Probably,  too,  not  the  least  effect 
of  the  vigorous  propagandism  of  Christianity  in 
recent  years  throughout  the  world,  has  been  a 
gradual  recovering  of  the  ancient  mood  of  Bud- 
dhism directed  towards  the  extension  of  the 
sway  of  the  Indian  sage's  "power  of  salvation." 
Buddhism  like  Christianity  is  in  essence  a  mis- 
sionary faith.  It  has  the  world  for  its  field,  and 
all  men  as  its  desired  subjects.  But,  associated 
with  stagnant  civilizations  for  many  centuries, 
itself  had  practically  lost  its  original  aim,  and 
had  become  almost  moribund.  The  impulse 
given  to  the  whole  life  of  Japan  by  the  impact 
and  penetration  it  received  from  Occidental 
civilization,  not  only  has  been  felt  in  Japanese 
political  and  social  institutions,  but,  at  length, 
by  instituted  religion  as  well.  This  influence 
has  laid  bare  to  all  eyes  that  can  see,  the  corrup- 
tion and  impotence  to  which  mediaeval  Buddhism 
had  been  degraded.  For  some  time,  "the  Bud- 
dha'' has  been  the  call  of  prophetic  minds. 
"  Go  back  to  Sakya  Muni,  recover  for  Japan  his 
gospel,  and  proclaim  that  to  his  degenerate  fol- 
lowers and  to  the  world,"  is  the  summons  made 
in  these  last  days.  What  the  result  will  be,  can 
not  be  told.  Evidently,  however,  an  attempt  to 
revive  "pure  Buddhism"  is  in  the  air.  And, 
moreover,  many  feel  that  Japan's  religious  mis- 
sion is  to  lead  the  Buddhistic  world  forward,  as 
the  Buddha  would  have  it  go,  and  to  make 
known  "the  way"  to  the  myriads  of  the  world 
who  are  as  yet  "  unenlightened." 

*  * 

For  example,  in  Hansei  Zqsshi  we  read  that 
Buddhists  for  the  sake  of  their  faith  should  go 
abroad  and  put  themselves  into  contact  with 
foreign  peoples.  The  spirit  of  devotion,  of  self- 
sacrifice,  and  ambition,  says  the  writer,  is  often 
aroused  by  some  external  stimulus.  Would  a 
man  whose  patriotism  is  inert  or  weak,  gain 
strength  and  earnestness,  let  him  travel  in  fo- 
reign lands,  and  he  will  be  fired  with  a  new  love 
for  his  native  land,  and  will  labour  for  home 
with  increased  devotion.  Who  among  Bud- 
dhists at  the  present  day  are  most  eager  to  revive 
their  inherited  faith  and  carry  it  forward  to  new 
triumphs?  Those  who  have  been  among  alien 
people  and  have  felt  the  force  of  the  life  which 
moves  them.  Those  who  have  never  left  their 
homes  and  seen  the  world,  are  as  a  rule  those 
of  our  discipleship  who  now  lack  real  bone, 
blood,  and  soul,  or  who  are  yet  sunk  in  torpor. 
Our  counsel  is,  travel  in  foreign  lands.  If 
Europe  and  America  are  too  far,  and  the  journey 
to  them  is  beyond  your  means ;  if,  too,  India 
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and  Thibet  can  not  be  reached  ;  many  certainly 
can  go  to  Korea  and  to  China.  Kveti  in  these 
countries  much  will  be  gained  by  which  the 
needed  end  may  lie  secured.  If  we  could  have 
our  way,  many  of  our  young  Buddhists  would 
spend  the  coming  summer  in  journeyiugs 
in  these  neighbouring  lands.  Neither  cost  nor 
time  would  be  great,  and  the  results  might  he 
of  the  highest  importance.  Evidently  the 
Buddhism  which  is  professed  and  cared  for  by 
the  established  priesthood  of  to-day,  is  like  a 
magnificent,  old  but  dead  tree.  The  substance 
of  the  trunk  has  already  perished  ;  only  the 
bark  remains.  What  we  need  is  a  revival  from 
the  roots.  What  we  should  aim  to  nourish  is 
a  Buddhism  for  the  world.  Young  Buddhists 
should  be  separated  from  the  present  corruption 
affecting  their  faith.  Their  beliefs  should  be 
purified  ;  their  souls  enlarged.  Let  them  go 
abroad  and  learn  how  other  men  think  and  act. 
Let  them  learn  of  the  patience  and  the  courage 
of  the  scholars  of  the  White  Race.  These  went  to 
work,  and,  through  great  difficulty,  mastered 
as  students  the  Buddhism  of  the  Southern 
Orient.  Now  they  have  turned  their  labour  to- 
wards the  Buddhism  of  the  North.  They  are 
investigating  our  religion  as  it  has  taken  shape 
in  China  and  Japan.  Historically  and  doc- 
trinally  the  Buddhism  of  to-day  is  being  set 
forth  as  it  is.  We  see  now  how  Hindoo  tradi- 
tion and  Brahmanic  speculation  has  been  inter- 
mixed with  the  pure  truth  of  Buddha.  This 
pure  truth  must  be  delivered  from  the  corrupt- 
ing things  with  which  it  lias  been  degraded. 
The  young  Buddhists  now  coming  into  mature 
life  have  this  work  before  them  as  their  supreme 
duty.  The  inherited  narrowness,  obstinacy, 
and  undiscerning  conservatism  by  which  they 
have  been  affected  must  be  cast  aside  ;  indif- 
ference to  the  growing  thought  of  the  world 
must  be  destroyed  root  and  branch.  As  a  first 
and  an  effective  method  to  this  end  we  urge 
travel  abroad  and  knowledge  of  the  great  world. 
* 

*  * 

One  young  Buddhist  seems  to  have  adapted 
the  method  advised  above  with  convincing  re- 
sults, if  we  are  to  accept  Mr.  Nakajima  Saishi's 
statements,  made  in  a  current  Bukkyo,  con- 
cerning "  The  Evangelizatiou  of  China."  Mr. 
Nakajima,  a  student  in  the  Hongwanji  sect, 
after  graduation,  went  to  China,  and  jour- 
neyed, he  says,  over  nine-tenths  of  the  coun- 
try. He  returned  to  Japan  at  the  begin- 
ning of  last  month,  and  since  that  time  has 
spoken  frequently  before  both  Buddhist  and 
Christian  schools  and  at  other  places.  He 
says  that  the  religious  condition  of  China  is 
most  deplorable,  that  it  seems  to  have  been 
forsaken  by  all  that  is  really  helpful.  Taoism 
prevails  everywhere.  Upper  and  lower  classes 
are  dominated  by  it.  In  every  place  where 
there  are  at  least  twenty  houses  a  Taoist  temple 
stands.  Of  course,  as  a  true  religion,  as  an  up- 
lifting faith,  this  cult  is  altogether  worthless. 
As  to  Confucianism,  great  as  is  its  influence, 
it  is  almost  wholly  confined  to  scholars  and 
government  officials.  As  a  power  among  the 
people  it  is  not  worth  noticing.  But  the  most 
lamentable  fact  of  all  is  that  Buddhism  has 
decayed  and  is  almost  dead.  I  have  sought, 
he  says,  to  know  the  condition  of  Buddhism  in 
every  part  of  China.  I  found  it  practically  in 
ruin.  Buddhist  temples  exist  only  at  Tendai, 
Fuda,  Godai,  Shunan,  Gabi,  and  Kwannari, 
and  these  places  were  once  chief  centres  of  the 
faith.  Only  in  the  distinct  of  Sekkosei  was 
my  heart  lightened.  There  I  saw  in  every  house 
a  Butzudan  (Buddha  shrine),  and  there  I  head 
a  devotional  service,  somewhat  resembling  our 
own.  The  Emperor,  making  it  a  political  agency, 
professes  belief  in  the  religion  of  the  Lama,  the 
so-called  Buddhism  of  Thibet.  Consequently 
in  Peking,  Mane,  Manchuria,  and  somewhat  in 
Kanshuku-sei,  this  nominal  Buddhism  is  in 
favour.  I  met  with  Mohammedanism  in  Sensei- 
sei  and  in  Sansei-sei.  Whence  comes  this  de- 
plorable state  of  religion  ?  I  do  not  attempt  to 
answer  for  other  faiths,  but  I  have  clear  views 
about  the  degeneracy  of  Buddhism.  Buddhism 
lost  its  power,  in  being  made  in  the  centuries 
past,  altogether  too  much  a  matter  of  abstruse 
and  remote  speculation.    It  gradually  ignored 
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its  mission  as  a  practical  religion  for  the  common 
people.  China  is  without  a  vital  religion  at 
present.  But  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Chinese 
are  without  religious  sentiment  and  need.  They 
are  a  religious  people.  They  labour  hard  in 
early  life  to  earn  money.  They  do  this  partly 
that  they  may  marry  good  wives  (it  is  the 
custom  in  China  to  make  valuable  presents  to  a 
bride's  household  at  marriage),  but  in  large 
measure  also  they  seek  to  get  rich,  that  at  death 
their  funerals  may  celebrate  worthily  their 
entrance  into  the  next  life.  Often  the  half  of  a 
man's  properly  will  be  spent  for  his  consolation 
after  death.  The  Chinese  are  happy  in  being 
able  to  place  the  images  of  their  dead  in  the 
temples  side  by  side  with,  in  close  communion 
with,  apothersized  along  with,  the  Hotokc.  In 
all  this  labour  and  ambition  we  discover  the 
religious  needs  of  the  Chinese.  Now,  if  a  satis- 
factory religion,  directed  by  adequate  means, 
can  be  placed  before  the  Chinese,  doubtless  it 
will  meet  with  great  success.  Unfortunately, 
so  far,  no  such  religion  has  been  offered  to 
them.  Christianity,  which  certainly  in  some 
measure  meets  religious  needs,  has  gained 
some  following  in  China.  It  has  considerable 
influence  in  Choshufu,  in  Shoshufu,  and  in 
Kokwafu.  Also  in  Taihokufu,  in  Formosa, 
it  prevails.  In  each  great  city  a  large  Christian 
church  stands.  A  few  years  ago,  the  Christian 
missionaries  already  numbered  twelve  hundred. 
Most  of  them  have  a  knowledge  of  medicine, 
and  each  week  once,  dispense  medicines  to  the 
people.  They  have  thus  been  very  wise  in  their 
methods  of  evangelization.  In  Peking  almost 
every  Protestant  chapel  is  a  tea  house  for  the 
people — the  Chinese  are  very  fond  of  tea. 
These  tea  houses  are  open  to  all  comers  for 
free  entrance.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  ignore 
these  things.  The  demand  is  made  upon  us 
to  do  our  part,  to  propagate  Buddhism  as  we 
know  it,  to  the  Japanese.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  we  should  do  this.  I  name  a  few  of  them. 
In  the  first  place  our  own  beneficent  faith  came 
to  us  through  China.  It  now  blesses  us,  but  our 
ancient  benefactors  are  to-day  in  want.  As  we 
received  so  now  should  we  give  back.  Then  next, 
the  relation  between  Japan  and  China  should  be 
made  much  more  intimate  than  it  has  been.  A 
practical  co-operation  or  union  of  the  two  coun- 
tries is  needful  for  them  both.  A  Buddhistic 
evangelization  led  by  us  is  the  best  meanstowards 
this  end.  Thirdly,  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  carry 
civilization  into  China.  China  is  really  an  un- 
civilized country.  It  must  be  enlightened  either 
by  us  or  by  the  peoples  of  the  West.  But,  com- 
pared with  us,  the  Westerns  are  strange  and 
alien  to  the  Chinese.  It  will  be  far  easier  for 
us  to  be  the  bearers  of  civilization  among  them 
than  for  any  other  people.  Under  this  convic- 
tion we  should  carry  our  Buddhism  into  that 
land.  And  lastly,  the  poisonous  habit  of  opium 
eating  must  be  stopped.  In  China  this  curse 
prevails,  and  we  should  be  leaders  in  lifting  its 
burdens  from  the  people  there.  Thus  the  duty 
is  laid  upon  us  to  cary  our  religious  faith  into 
China.  Our  difficulties  do  not  begin  to  com- 
pare with  those  that  confront  the  Christian  mis- 
sionaries. We  can  easily  communicate  with  the 
Chinese  by  the  pen.  We  can  write  Chinese 
poetry  and  prose.  For  us,  but  little  money  will 
be  required.  In  attempting  this  work  it  would 
be  well  for  our  evangelists  to  prepare  themselves 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  physician.  Better 
still  would  it  be  for  us  to  search  out  some  pro- 
mising young  Chinese,  take  them  into  our  religi- 
ous schools  and  prepare  them  fully  to  consecrate 
themselves  to  the  salvation  of  their  own  people. 
At  present  there  are  no  Japanese  Buddhists  at 
work  in  China  excepting  those  who  are  connect- 
ed with  the  Higashi  (East)  Hongwanji  sect  at 
the  temple  in  Shanghai.  But  these  are  workers 
only  for  the  Japanese  living  in  that  city. 
* 

*  * 

But,  is  the  Buddhism  of  Japan  equal  to  the 
demand  made  of  it  by  the  enthusiastic  and 
hopeful  traveller  whose  essay  we  have  just  sum- 
marized ?  Reading  in  the  current  Nonin 
Shimpo  an  article  entitled  "  The  Buddhism  of 
To-day,"  by  Tentai  Doshi,  we  are  led  to  suppose 
the  answer  to  be  rather  in  doubt.  The  writer, 
whose  real  name  we  are  told  is  Sugiura  Juko, 
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begins  with  the  remark  that  Buddhism  has  for  a 
long  time  been  dominant  in  Japanese  history. 
Apparently  the  faith  is  more  deeply  rooted  in 
this  country  than  in  India,  China,  or  Korea. 
The  chief  reason  for  this  fact  may  be  that  pro- 
tection was  for  so  many  centuries  given  to  it  by 
the  Imperial  Household.    The  labours  of  great 
priests  may  have  done  much,  but  it  is  unlikely 
that  they  could  have  maintained  its  ascendancy 
for  so  many  ages.    During  the  Tokugawa  age 
in  particular,  by  legal  enactment  every  indivi- 
dual was  directed  to  select  his  sect  ;  priests 
were  under  stringent  regulations  ;  many  bar- 
riers  were   erected  and  placed  around  the 
faith.    But  to-day  all  this  has  been  changed. 
The  Government  safeguards  have  been  with- 
drawn ;  and  with  these,  the  ancient  prohibitions 
preventing  monks  from  eating  flesh  and  from 
marriage  have  been  annulled.    For  these  reasons 
Buddhism  has  lost  greatly  in  its  influence  among 
the   people.    Priests   have   lost  their  former 
energy;  they  are  satisfied  with  depending  upon 
the  wills  of  others.   Moreover,  in  ancient  times, 
in  times  of  war,  Buddhism  was  not  only  powerful 
as  a  religion,  but  as  the  chief  agency  in  popular 
education  as  well.    With  our  revival  of  learning 
(of  the  classics  of  Japan  and  China),  after  the 
establishment  of  peace  under  the  Tokugawas, 
in  the  age  of  Genna,  Buddhism  lost  its  place  as 
the  leader  in  education,  and  consequently  its 
power  over  the  middle  and  upper  classes  of  our 
people.    Yet  more,  in  the  present  age,  with  the 
opening  up  of  intercourse  between  our  country 
and   the  peoples   of  the  West,  science  and 
philosophy   have   been   brought   to  us,  and 
Christianity  too  has  found  a  place  among  us. 
It  is  said,  I  know,  that  the  coming  of  Christianity 
has  been  a  powerful  stimulus  to  Buddhism,  and, 
indeed,  has  made  a  revival  of  Buddhism  pos- 
sible.   This  may  be  true.    In  fact,  an  attempt 
to  revive  Buddhism  and  to  regain  for  it  its 
lost    place   has   been    begun.     But,   is  the 
method  chosen  for  this  end  adequate  to  its  pur 
pose  ?    We  question  it  much.    Recently  con 
siderable  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  educa 
tional  and    magazine   enterprises.     There  is 
nothing  wrong  in  these ;  but  that  which  our 
Buddhists  teach  and  write  do  not  differ  very 
much  from  what  is  taught  and  written  in  ordin- 
ary schools  and  journals.  Then,  how  about  the 
ethics  of  the  Buddhists?  In  this  direction  have 
they  made  themselves  worthy  of  the  reverence 
of  ordinary  people  ?  As  before,  so  now  we  must 
answer,  in  their  morals  as  in  their  learning,  they 
do  not  differ  from  the  people  around  them.  How 
then,  being  in  this  condition,  can  they  revive  their 
influence  ?    The  great  priests  of  ancient  times 
devoted  themselves  to  mighty  works  of  mercy 
and  salvation,  through  great  trials  of  body  and 
soul.    Ordinary  people  could  not  imitate  them. 
Thus  arose  the  great  sects  of  Buddha's  religion. 
But  the  priests  of  the  present  day  are  altogether 
unlike  these  ancient  worthies.    They  have  no 
intention  of  leading  the  people  of  the  world  ; 
they  rely  upon  them.    They  are  not  even  at 
peace  among  themselves,  but  are  engaged  in 
factional  wars.   Of  course,  the  reception  of  new 
learning  is  not  valueless;  but  learning  is  not 
everything  for  a  Buddhist.   And  see  !  Buddhists 
are  even  inferior  to  Christmas  in  J.heir  practical 
morality.    I  beseech  you  Buddhists  to  note 
these  facts.    Return  to  practical  works  of  mercy 
and  salvation.    Seek  to  repel  the  foreign  religion 
by  some  other  means  than  either  mouth  or  pen. 


to  be  present  and  are  to  give  lectures.  More 
than  four  hundred  students  are  looked  for.  Mr. 
Oda  Tokuno  is  now  engaged  in  writing  a  bio- 
graphy of  the  pope  of  the  Otani  sect,  Hon- 
gwanji,  lately  deceased.  It  will  be  completed 
in  the  early  autumn.  He  proposes  also  to  have 
ready  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  a  Bud- 
dhist dictionary  of  some  magnitude.  Mr.  Naka- 
nishi  Gyuro  has  about  finished  his  "History 
of  the  Eastern  Propagation  of  Buddhism."  A 
historical  magazine  edited  by  Mr.  Murakani 
Senjo,  is  now  publishing.  It  is  devoted 
to  Buddhist  events  and  men.  Dento,  we 
observe,  is  vigorous  in  its  denunciation  of  those 
who  call  Buddhism  a  religion  of  pessimism,  as 
such — pessimism  after  all,  is  but  the  mother  of 
optimism. 


*  * 

Among  items  noticeable  in  connection  with 
what  is  written  above,  we  see  in  the  Nonin 
Shimpo  that  Mr.  Yabuchi  Hanryo,  who  was  at 
Chicago  last  year,  believing  that  Buddhism  lias 
a  possible  mighty  influence  in  Europe  and 
America,  has  determined  to  devote  himself  to 
missionary  work  in  the  West.  For  support  in  carry- 
ing out  his  resolve,  he  has  gone  to  Kumamoto, 
to  gather  the  needed  money  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. Several  missionaries  have  lately  started 
for  Hawaii,  representing  the  Jodo-shu,  and  two 
more  are  soon  to  follow  them.  The  Hokkaido 
is  to  receive  an  episcopal  visit  from  the  Bishop 
of  Hongwanji  in  June  and  July  next.  The 
Buddhist  Summer  school  will  hold  its  sessions 
at  Gammagori,  in  Mikawa,  this  year.  Many 
celebrated  priests  and  gentlemen  of  ability  are 


In  the  Christian  press  we  find  several  minor 
articles  of  general  interest.    Some  of  the  more 
important  periodicals  have  failed  to  reach  us 
in  time  for   this  summary.     In  Kirisutokyo 
Shimbun,   however,   a   significant  article  on 
"Body  and  Spirit"  finds  place.     The  writer 
opens  his  essay  by  speaking  of  the  numerous 
changes   in   form   through    which  historical 
Christianity  has  passed.    He  contrasts  the  sim- 
plicity which  marked  the  Apostolic  Church  with 
the  pomp  of  ritual  worship,  and  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal absolutism  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  He 
declares  then  that  during  the  centuries  since  the 
Reformation,  endless  changes  have  been  taking 
place  in  Christian  institutions,  creeds,  andmodes 
of  worship.     Especially  during  the  last  forty 
years  changes  unparalleled  in  history  have  been 
occurring.     Yet  more,  as  all  wise,  discerning 
men  see,  the  Churches  of  the  West  are  now  on 
the  verge  of  a  great  revolution.    This  capability 
for   ceaseless   change   is   what  distinguishes 
Christianity  from  all  other  historical  religions. 
It  indicates  that  Christianity  may  become  the 
everlasting,  universal  religion.     If  a  Church 
system,  if  the  building  of  places  of  worship,  if 
the  classes  of  a  priesthood,  if  the  interpretation 
of  the  Sacred  Books  are  all  forced  into  con- 
formity  with  one  model,  and  are  held  there 
throughout    the  ages,   religion   will  certainly 
come    into  conflict  with    growing  humanity; 
it    will   become-  corrupt  and  be   made  in- 
capable  of  reformation.    This  fact   we  see 
exemplified  in  Mahommedanism  and  somewhat 
also  in  the  Buddhism  of  the  East.    The  Bud- 
dhists of  Japan   have  in  a  measure  awaken 
ed  to  this  fact  and  are  endeavouring  to  save 
themselves  by  reformation  and  progress.  In 
such  changes,  however,  the  vital  spirit  of  a  reli- 
gion must  continue.    It  is  a  serious  question 
whether  or  not  the  Buddhists  can  succeed  in 
their  attempted  reformation,  without  destroying 
the  soul  of  their  faith  in  the  process.  In  this  age 
of  general  progress  change  of  forms  in  religion 
is  inevitable;  in  Christianity  such  change  in  a 
natural  characteristic.    It  is  said  that  the  basis 
of  Christian  faith  is  the  Bible  ;  that  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity  are  not  to  be  found  outside  ihe 
Bible  ;  that  therefore  Christianity  must  fall  to 
the  rear  in  social  progress.    This  declaration 
opposes  the  very  essence  of  the  Bible  itself.  Of 
course  we  must  rely  upon  the  Bible  as  the  source 
of  our  spiritual  life,  but  not  on  its  "letter." 
Our  reliance  is  on  the  "spirit"  back  of  the 
"  letter."    Paul  said,  "  the  letter  killeth,  but  the 
spirit  giveth  life."    We  look  to  Christ  as  our 
master,  but  not  to  the  Christ  of  the  body.  We 
trust  in  him  as  a  spirit.   The  biography  of  Christ 
can  not  supply  us  with  perfect  models  for  all 
relations  of  human  life.    If  we  were  to  follow 
literally  his  words  and  deeds,  we  should  commit 
great  errors.    What  we  reverance  and  should 
learn  in  Christ,  is  his  spirit,  his  principle  of 
life.     "Why   seek  ye  the  living  among  the 
dead  ?"  said  the  angels  at  the  resurrection  tomb 
to  the  women  who  went  there  to  find  him  who 
was  crucified.    In  the  same  journal  Mr.  Ma- 
kino  declares  that  the  "  Time  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  Heresy  is  gone."    I  t  is  right  to  con 
trovert  opinion  with  which  one  can  not  agree,  but 
when  one  does  this  he  should  not  mischoose  his 
weapons.    Creed  revision,  for  example,  in  the 
direction  of  minuteness  and  conservatism,  with 
intent  to  injure  a  fellow  believer's  position  is 
disgraceful  and  cruel.    Present  feeble  imitation 


of  the  heresy  suppressions  of  past  ages  serves 
only  to  display   ignorance.     Yet,   says  Mr. 
Mashino,  in  another  article,  absolute  liberalism 
is  equivalent  to  scepticism.    Liberal  thought 
must  be  joined  with  vital  faith.    How  faith  can 
coexist  with  absolute  liberalism  we  can  not 
understand.    As  I  warn  conservatives  not  to 
give  way  to  dogmatism,  so  I  would  entreat 
liberals  not  to  yield  to  indifference.    In  Gokkyo 
we  are  told  that  the  first  principle  of  religion  is 
direct  communion  with  God  (with  Christ  and 
Nature).    Creeds,  Churches,  and  Scriptures  are 
no  more  than  guiding  stars  to  this  heaven. 
"  The  Salvation  Army  "  has  found  active  friends 
in  Japan.     On  the  ninth  of  April  a  meeting  in 
its  behalf  was  held  at  the  Central  Tabernacle, 
in  Hongo,  Mr.  Nagasaka  Takeshi,  who  was  in 
England  for  a  long  time  and  has  recently  re- 
turned to  Japan,  was  the  speaker.     An  ad- 
mission fee  was  charged,  and  a  pamphlet  de- 
scriptive of  the  Salvation  Army  was  on  sale 
at  the  meeting;  all   profits  to  be  used  for 
the  support  of  these  energitic  soldiers  for  re- 
ligion.   Rev.  J.  T.  Yokoi  took  passage  for  the 
United  States  on  April  20th.    For  a  time  there- 
fore Japan  will  be  deprived  of  the  services  of 
this  eminent  liberal  Christian. 


* 

*  * 


Last  month  we  called  attention  to  two  im- 
portant Christian  conferences  to  be  held  during 
April.    The  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Kumiai 
Church  representatives  has  not  reached  us  yet. 
We  see  by  Inochi  that  the  First  Presbytery 
of  Tokyo  has  failed  to  recommend  a  revision 
of  the  simple  creed  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
in  the  interests  of  conservatism.     Rev.  Mr. 
Tamura  brought  forward  his  proposition  for 
revision.     Inochi  says  that  with  great  eloquence 
he  discoursed  upon  the  imperfections  of  the 
present  creed  and  set  forth  reasons  for  the  pro- 
posed revision.    A  few  words  in  opposition 
were  spoken,  when,  strange  to  hear,  Mr.  Ishi- 
hara  cried  out,  "  decision."    Mr.  Ibuka  modi- 
fied this  call  by  proposing  that  another  friend 
of   the   conservative  venture,  Mr.  Wada,  be 
allowed  thirty  minutes  for  an  address.    "  Des- 
potic !'  "despotic!"  shouted  Mr.  Tamura  in 
thunder  tone.    And  Rev.  Mr.  Ballagh  cried 
out   "I  cannot  submit  to  this  despotic  pres- 
bytery.   I  shall  appeal  to  the  General  As- 
sembly." But  M.  Ibuka's  motion  was  passed. 
Mr.  Wada,  indignant  at  being  thus  limited  in 
time,  declined  to  make  his  speech.  "What  a  de- 
spotic meeting!"  adds  Inochi.  Even  Mr.  Kimura, 
that  gentleman  wept,  and  declared  the  presby- 
tery to  be  heartless.    After  much  confusion  the 
vote  was  taken.    The  proposition  failed  by  a 
minority  of  six  against  a  majority  of  seven.  Ino- 
dh'declaresthatthefailureis  not  real.  Partisan- 
ship and  questionable  methods  secured  the  ap- 
parent  success.    The  same  proposition  was 
brought  before  the  Second  Presbytery  of  Tokyo, 
butthe  day  when  it  was  to  be  discussed  its  leading 
advocates  (perhaps  foreseeing  failure)  absented 
themselves  from  the  meeting,  and  nothing  was 
done  for  or  against  the  measure.    The  Sanyo 
Presbytery  had  before  it  the  same  proposition. 
What  action,  if  any,  was  taken  has  not  yet  been 
made  known  to  us. 

•  * 

"Biblical  Criticism"  has  a  prominent  place 
in  two  of  the  Liberal  Christian  magazines.  The 
Jiyu  Kirisutokyo  regrets  the  conservatism 
among  Japanese  Christians  which  imagines 
poison  to  Christian  faith  in  the  "Higher  Cri- 
ticism." Such  timid  Christians  are  as  foolish  as 
the  believers  in  the  Middle  Ages,  who  saw  in 
astronomy  danger  to  religion.  There  is  no  more 
peril  threatening  religion  now  than  then.  On 
the  contrary,  the  "  Higher  Criticism  "  is  to  make 
the  Scriptures  only  the  more  evidently  a  treasury 
of  precious  truth.  Christians  should  remember 
that  religion  has  its  roots  in  human  nature.  It  is 
not  involved  in  the  continuance  of  any  litera- 
ture or  popular  cosmical  beliefs.  Faith  in 
Christianity  does  not  rest  upon  what  may  be 
learned  of  the  origin  and  compilation  of  the 
Bible.  The  "  Higher  Criticism  "  seeks  in  the 
literature  of  the  Bible,  whatever  truth  may  be 
embodied  in  the  Scriptures.  It  is  destructive 
only  of  mere  tradition  and  superstition.    It  is 
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destructive,  only  as  science  destroys.    Its  re 
suit  can  only  be  to  fix  the  Bible  on  a  firm 
foundation,  tree  it  from  peril  and  leave  it  ini 
movable.    True  faith  will  become  manifest  the 
more  criticism  is  perfected.    In  Shitiri,  Mr 
Minami  writes,  the  aim  of  Biblical  criticism  is  to 
understand  the  Bible  historically  in  itsorignand 
development.    We  learn  thereby  how  Judaism 
culminated  in  Christianity,  and  how  the  essence 
of  Christianity  is  revealed  in  the  New  Testament 
Of  course,  Christianity  centres  in  Christ.  The 
New  Testament  is  only  the  attempt  of  the  early 
Christian  Churches-to  prevent  the  truth  of  Christ 
which  they  held,  from  perishing.     The  New 
Testament  writings  may  differ  from  one  another 
to  a  considerable  extent,  but  there  is  nothing 
fatal   in   such   divergences.     Criticism  goes 
through  them  to  the  living  Christ,  to  the  Chris 
Unity  of  Christ,  and  thus  to  that  for  which 
Christ  lived,  the  "  Way  of  God  "  for  man.  In 
Shukyo,   it    is   declared    that   religion  must 
be  natural  and   human.     Take  away  from 
it   adoration  and   reverence   towards  Nature 
(God  in  Nature)  ;  take  from  it  such  radical 
virtues   as  loyalty,   filial   obedience,  charity, 
righteousness,  &c,  which  arise  from  the  rela- 
tions of  man  with  man,  and  what  is  there  left 
for  religion?    The  speculations  of  some  Bud- 
dhists and  the  creeds  of  some  Christians  are 
vain  and  foolish  things  upon  which  to  build 
an  enduring  religion.     Another  writer  in  the 
same  magazine  is  much  interested  at  hearing 
both  national  Christians  and  Buddhists  rever- 
ence Jesus  and  Shaka  respectively,  as  each  the 
perfect  human  being.    So  difficult  is  it,  says 
the  writer,  for  men  to  free  themselves  from  in- 
herited faith  and  from  their  prejudices,  even  after 
their  superstitions  have  long  been  cast  aside. 


The  recent  dedication  of  Yuiitzu-Kwan 
(Unity  Hall)  in  Tokyo,  has  called  forth  a  good 
deal  of  comment  in  the  religious  press.  We 
have  not  space  to  reproduce  this  at  length,  but 
as  examples  of  opinions  from  diametrically 
separated  religionists  not  at  all  supposed  to  be 
friendly  to  the  Unitarians,  who  are  not  Bud- 
dhists, and  who  are  not  allowed  by  Christians  to 
be  Christians,  we  quote  briefly  from  the  Metho- 
dist Gokyo  and  the  Buddhist  Hansei  Zasshi. 
Gokyo  says,  an  attack  upon  others  because  of 
sectarian  differences  is  despicable.  Each  in- 
dividual has  his  own  belief.  Whether  or  not 
his  faith  is  true  is  the  main  question.  Yet  all 
rivers  flow  into  the  one  sea.  We  may  not  clasp 
hands  with  othersover  the  samecreed,but,surely, 
it  is  no  impossible  thing  to  he  at  one  with  others 
in  a  sincere  search  for  the  truth.  Those  who 
merely  criticise  the  faiths  of  others  without 
themselves  having  faith,  those  who  are  proud  of 
their  liberality  without  having  a  definite  religion, 
these  are  our  enemies.  But  we  bless  our 
brothers  in  their  worship  of  one  God  and  hope 
that  they  may  gain  much  benefit  from  this 
newly  dedicated  Hall.  The  Buddhist  editor- 
says,  Unity  Hall  was  opened  with  great  cere 
mony  in  the  presence  of  a  notable  gathering  of 
representative  men  of  Japan.  Unitarianism  is 
now  solidly  founded  in  this  country.  In  view 
of  this  event  we  must  ask  Buddhists,  "  How  is 
it  with  you  ?  "  What  do  you  now  intend  to  do 
to  carry  forward  your  work  in  the  capital  of  this 
Empire.  Bukkyo  also  remarks,  the  opening 
of  this  Hall  is  seemingly  a  small  matter,  but 
it  is  a  noteworthy  happening  in  the  present  cri 
tical  and  sceptical  age.'' 


COR  RESPOND  RNCE. 


[Our  reader*  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in 
sense  responsible  fur  the  sentiments  or   opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  iur  the  acnir.ic,   ..I   their  assertions,  01  Iur 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.] 


THE  JAPANESE  LANGUAGE. 


lessons)— "  What  is 
"    Sunday  Scholar — 


Teacher  (giving  Bible 
meant  be  '  divers  diseases  ? 
«'  Watter  in  the  heid  !" 

An  Irishman  was  working  on  a  new  railway  a 
short  time  since,  and  one  pay-day  he  said  to  the 
ganger  :  "  Do  yer  want  any  more  hands,  sor  ?  for 
I've  a  brother  at  home  that  wants  a  job  at  wurruk." 
The  ganger  asked  him  what  sort  of  a  workman  his 
brother  was.  Faith,  sor,"  Pat  replied,  "  he's  as 
good  a  man  as  meself."  "  All  right,"  said  the 
ganger,  "  tell  him  to  come  and  start  on  Monday." 
'  Whoile  I'm  axing  you  for  my  brother,  there's  me 
poor  owld  father  at  home  wanting  a  job  at  the  same 
time,  yer  honour."  "  Well,  what  sort  of  a  man  is 
your  father,  Pai  ?  "  "  Be  jabers,  sor,  he's  as  good 
a  man  as  the  two  of  us."  "Oh,  well,"  said  the 
ganger,  "tell  your  father  to  come,  and  you  and 
your  brother  can  stay  away." 


To  thr  Editor  op  tiik  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — A  language  in  which  there  is  such  ati  ad 
mixture  of  all  things  as  the  Japanese  language  may 
be  expected  to  be  a  difficult  language  to  learn 
The  language,  in  ihe  first  place  is  divided  in'o  two 
kinds,  spoken  and  wiilten.  The  written  language 
is  not  spoken  and  the  spoken  language  is  not 
wiitlen.  Moreover,  there  aie  two  languages  used 
side  by  side.  Japan,  in  adopting  (he  Chinese 
characters  and  Chinese  literature,  adopted  the 
Chinese  language  as  well.  The  language  is,  theie 
lore,  bi-lingual.  Each  Chinese  character  has  two 
pronounciaiions,  one  being  Japanese  and  the  other 
Chinese.  As  the  Japanese  consider  it  a  mark  of 
earning  lo  use  the  Chinese  woids,  educated 
people  especially  delight  in  using  them.  But 
having  learned  the  so-called  Chinese  pronoun  ciation. 
no  one  is  able  to  talk  with  the  Chinese  because  the 
pronounciation  is  that  of  several  dynasties  back 
and  for  practical  purposes  is  entiiely  out  of  date 
The  Chinese  and  Japanese  are  therefore  unique  in 
the  fact  that  while  they  cannot  converse  together, 
they  may  easily  understand  one  another  in  writing, 
since  both  use  the  same  charactei s. 

The  student  in  learning  Japanese  becomes  im- 
pressed with  the  use  of  honorific  terms.  While 
short  abrupt  expressions  are  generally  used  by  the 
lower  classes,  whete  politeness  is  not  considered 
mportanl,  the  expiessions  for  the  higher  classes 
become  longer  and  longer,  until  in  addressing  the 
Deity  they  become  quite  a  burden.  To  illustrate 
take  the  imperative  of  the  word  "hear."  It 
engthens  about  as  follows  : — I.  Kike.  2.  O  Kiki 
nasai.  3.  Kiite  kudasai.  4.  0  Kiki  nasaremase 
5.  O  Kiki  kudasai.  6.  O  Kiki  nashitte  kudasai 
O  Kiki  nasarete  kudasai  mase.  8.  0  Kiki  kuda- 
sara  koto  ■wonegaimasu.  g.  Kikitamawan  koto  wo 
koi-negaitnatsurimasu.  These  differ  only  in  the 
degrees  of  politenes.  The  first  is  not  considered 
polite.  The  others  according  to  their  length  in 
dicale  self-abnegation  on  the  part  of  the  speake 
and  a  corresponding  exaltation  of  the  person 
poken  to.  The  last,  which  is  used  in  prayer,  is 
supposed  to  express  the  highest  exaltation  of  the 
Deity  and  the  profojundest  humility  on  the  pail  of 
the  supplicant , 

If  honoi  ifics  stopped  with  the  verb,  l  heir  mastery 
might  not  be  cousideied  hopeless.  But  nouns  and 
adjectives  come  in  for  a  share  and  are  as  difficult  lo 
place  as  the  proper  gender  of  the  article  before  Ger- 
man nouns.  Thus  ihe  foreigner  who  trys  to  humble 
himself  (a  thing  he  is  not  generally  accustomed  lo 
do),  and  honour  his  friend,  finds  too  oflen,  alas! 
he  has  bestowed  the  lion's  share  of  honour  upon 
himself. 


Having,  however,  mastered  this  difficulty,  which 
yields  at  last  to  what  the  Japanese  call  break-a- 
bone  study,  one  can  hardly  hope  to  know  more 
than  a  smattering  of  Japanese  without  learning 
the  Chinese  characters.  As  the  Japanese  spend 
about  ten  years  in  the  schools  in  getting  a  start  in 
the  characters,  of  which  there  are  at  least  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  and  put  in  the  rest 
of  their  lives  in  following  up  their  school  training, 
the  foreigner  looks  with  dismay  upon  the  task  of 
learning  Japanese  properly.  However,  few  people 
comparatively  know  more  than  four  thousand 
characters,  while  a  knowledge  of  two  thousand  is 
said  to  make  reading  the  newspapers  intelligible, 
and  a  few  missionaries  have  attained  as  much. 
The  real  difficulty  seems  lo  be  thai  missionaries 
who  have  spent  five  or  seven  years  in  learning  the 
colloquial,  become  SO  engrossed  with  other  duties]  still  ii 
as  to  make  the  study  of  ihe  Chinese  character  im-  j  above 
possibie.  And  yei  ii  is  probably  line  ihai  to 
know  more  than  a  smattering  of  Japanese,  it  is 
essential  to  make  a  considerable  study  of  Chinese, 
even  though  one  may  be  in  danger  of  breaking 
his  bones  in  the  effort. 

Your,  &c,  A.  D.  WOODWORTH. 

April  20th,  1894. 


Strong;  and  any  boy  who  avails  himself  of  Miss 
M.icKae's  vei  y  able  tuition,  will  find  himself  ready 
lot  mati  iculaliou  at  any  of  the  English  Universi- 
ties. For  other  ir.asuns,  it  might  .01  be  wise  In 
keep  a  boy  in  Japan  so  long.  I  only  put  the  case 
ti  ns,  to  show  that  the  Instruction  given  by  Mjfl 
MhcRh  is  second  to  none  which  happens  to  be  it 
thr  command  of  the  f  01  eign  resident  I  in  Japan ;  and 
I  think  that  the  English-speaking  community  is 
to  lie  congratulated  on  having  the  services  of  such 
a  well-known  educational  expert  at  hand. 

Thanking  you  by  anticipation  for  the  insertion 
of  ibis, 

I  remain,  yours  truly,  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Hotel  Mctropole,  Tokyo,  April  i8tb,  1894. 

AUSTRALIAN  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE. 


THE  TSUKIJI  SCHOOL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — Before  leaving  for  England,  I  should  like 
to  endorse  the  letter  from  Mr.  Kirby,  which 
appeared  in  your  columns  a  few  days  ago.  He 
does  not  in  the  least  overstate  the  case  for  the 
Tsukiji  School.  My  eldest  boy,  now  13,  has  been  in 
the  school  from  its  commencement ;  and  under  Miss 
MacRae  has  made  most  satisfactory  progress. 
The  classical  side  of  the  school  is  especially 


An  oien  Letter. 
SlR, — Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  the  idea  of  im- 
poi  ting  butler  and  cheese  from  Austialia  would 
have  been  scouted  asabsurd  and  impracticable,  and 
when  shipments  of  butler  on  a  small  scale  were 
made,  people  weredubious  respecting  the  quality  of 
the  article  and  its  colonial  origin,  so  deeply  rooted 
was  the  then  existing  prejudice  against  ever  ything 
Australian,    excepting    wool,    tallow,    and  gold. 
Bui  all  this  is  changed  now.     Australian  butter 
has  been  placed  in  consider  able  quantities  on  the 
British  market,  and  the  finer  kinds  have  been  de- 
clared equal,  if  not  superior,  to   those  imported 
from  France  or  Denmark.    Nor  is  this  lo  be  won- 
dered at  when  the  extent  and  rich  character  of 
the  Australian  pasture  lands,  especially  those  in  the 
coastal   regions,    are    taken  into  consideration. 
Those  who  associate  the  Australian  colonies  with 
vague  ideas  of  prolonged  droughts  and  extensive 
tracts  of  dried-tip,  waterless  country,  would  find 
themselves  vastly  sin  pi  ised  could  they  have  a  peep 
at  the  rich  dairy-farming  portions  of  New  South 
Wales,   more  especially    those  in  the  southern 
coastal  districts,  where  the  rich  luxuriance  of  the 
herbage  and  the  abundance  of  gr  een  feed  all  the 
year  round   would  suffice   to  fill   with   envy  the 
heart  of  a  Normandy  farmer.    The  verdant  slopes 
and  extensive  plains — there  are  no  fields,  as  in 
England — watered  by  broad  silvery  streams,  and 
dotied  with  comfortable-looking  farmhouses  and 
gaidens  ir»  every  direction,  breathe  their  own  en- 
couraging story  of  agricultural  peace,  progress, 
and  prosperity,  in  strange  and  pleasant  contrast 
to  the  sound  of  discontent  so  frequently  beard  in. 
Sydney  and  other  places,  where  the  congestion  of 
population  often    causes  the  supply  of  labour  to 
exceed    the   demand.     Dairy-farming    has  been 
can  ied  on  in  the  southern  portions  of  the  colony 
from  the  earlier  days  of  settlement,  most  of  ihe 
produce  being  shipped    to  Sydney.      With  the 
progress  of  railway  extension,  and  the  increase 
in    the    number   of  steam  coasting  vessels,  the 
New  South   Wales  dairy  farming    industry  re- 
ceived an  impetus  which  has  led  to  a  complete 
evolution    in    the    work    of    production,  more 
particularly    with    respect    to    butter.  Instead 
of  each  farmer,  as  formerly,  making  his  own  but- 
ter and  cheese,  bolter  factories,  worked  on  the 
co-operative  principle,  have  become  established 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  dairy  farming  dis- 
tricts.   At  the  present  there  are  183  of  these  co- 
operative butter  factories  in  the  colony,  of  which 
144  ate  situated  in  the  southern  districts.  There  are 
also  about  60  devoted  to  various  articles  of  dairy 
produce  in  addition  to  butter.    In  these  establish- 
ments the  latest  and  most  improved  processes  are 
employed,  the  results  being  increased  economv  of 
production  and  improvement  in  quality.    The  fac- 
tories are  kept  supplied  with  milk  by  the  neigh- 
bouring dairy  farmers.    The  quantity  of  butter  so 
made  during  the  year  1892-93  was  21,398,300  lbs., 
and  the  quantity  of  cheese,  5,018,296  lbs.    Yet  the 
industry,  as  regards  co  operative   production,  is 
its  infancy.   Of  the  21,398,300  lbs.  of  butler 
mentioned,  1,532,782  lbs.  were  exported  10 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  1 80,684  lbs.  to  the  other 
colonies  and  eisewheie,  leaving  19,684,834  lbs.  for 
local  consumption.    The  quantity  of  cheese  made 
was  5,018,296  lbs.,  of  which  77,822  lbs.  were  export- 
ed, leaving  4,940,474  lbs.  for  home  consumption. 
Some  of  the  new  South  Wales  cheese  is  fully  equal 
in  appearance  and  flavour  to  the  best  Cheshire  or 
Gloucester,  and  as  the  facilities  for  production  in- 
crease, the  quantity  exported  will  become  largely 
augmented. 

Yours,  etc.,  JOHN  PLUMMER. 

Sydney,  February  28th,  1894. 


The  Journal  Officiel  has  published  the  decree 
relative  to  the  French  Colonial  medal  together 
with  the  conditions  on  which  it  is  granted.  With 
regard  to  Cochin  China  it  is  to  be  bestowed  on 
soldiers  and  marines  alike  who  have  taken  part  in 
an  effective  manner  in  the  war  operations  of  the 
colony. 
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YOKOHAMA  SAILING  CLUB. 


An  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  tlie  Yoko- 
hama Sailing  Club  was  lield  on  Saturday  after 
noon  at  the  Club  Hotel  to  consider  various  pro 
posed  alterations  and  revisions  of  the  rules.  Die 
meeting  was  largely  attended,  and  among  those 
present  were  Messrs.  G.  H.  Scidmore,  hon.  sec 
and    treas.,   Alan    Owston,    C.  S.    Averill,  L 
Salabelle,  A.  O.  Avei  ill,  J.  B.  Coulson,  C.  D. 
West,  O.  Balk,  S.  E.  Unite,  W.  W.  Campbell, 
R.  Hay,  T.  H.  Abbey,  F.  Komp,  J.  Eyton,  J.  B 
Gibbs,  A.  M.  Forbes,  D.  Maclaren,  A.  Beart,  I 
M.  Laffin,  A.  B.  Brown,  W.  Weston,  and  others 
Professor  C.  D.  West,  of  Tokyo,  was  voted  to 
the  chair  and  he  opened  proceedings  by  reading 
the  notice  calling  the  meeting. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Scidmore  announced  that  he  had 
received  letters  embodying  various  propositions 
for  altering  the  rules  from  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Alan, 
Owston,  and  Mr.  Campbell.    He  gave  an  outline 
of  their  proposals  and  added  that  two  other  pro 
positions  would  be  brought  forward,  one  by  him 
self   and   another  by   Mr.  Salabelle.    His  owi 
proposition    related    to  the  election  of  honorary 
members   aud    Mr.   Salabelle's   to   the  limiting 
the  number  of  the  crew  carried  by  various  classes 
of  boats  in  the  races. 

The  Chairman  said  the  best  course  they  could 
adopt  would  be  to  lake  the  various  propositions 
separately  and  vote  on  them  one  by  one. 

Mr.  Scidmore  announced  that  Mr.  Rogers 
being  unwell  had  written  regretting  his  absence, 
and  at  his  request,  he  the  secretary,  would  put  the 
propositions  standing  in  Mr.  Rogers'  name. 

The  first  proposition  put  to  the  meeting  was  one 
suggested  by  Mr.  Rogers.  It  read  :— The  annual 
general  meeting  to  be  held  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  close  of  the  racing  season,  aud  not  late- 
than  December. 

Mr.  Beart  seconded. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  the  Chair  as  to  the 
advisability  of  amending  the  old  rule,  the  proposi- 
tion was  carried,  Mr.  Campbell  agreeing  to  a 
proposition  standing  in  his  name  to  a  like  effect, 
being  withdrawn. 

The  next  proposition  had  reference  to  the  load 
water-line,  and  after  some  discussion  the  two  sug 
gestions  standing  in  the  names  of  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell and  Rogers  were  incorporated. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Averill  seconded  the  adoption  of  the 
new  rule  which  was  carried.  It  reads  as  follows  : — 
That  the  load-water-line  be  marked  on  bow  and 
stern  of  every  boat  ;  no  boat  to  be  allowed  to  race 
without  these  load-water-line  marks  showing  above 
water  when  afloat  in  still  water. 

The  voting  on  the  foregoing  new  rule  was  9  to  6. 
Mr.  Salabelle  then  proposed  that  the  crews  to 
be  carried  during  races  by  the  various  boats  be 
limited  as  follows  :— For  39-raters,  8  men  ;  for  32's 
7  ;  for  26's,  6;  for  21's,  5;  for  17's,  4;  for  14's,  3; 
for  12's,  2  ;  and  for  I  i's,  I. 
Mr.  Scidmone  seconded. 

Mr.  A.  O.  Averill  moved  as  an  addition  to 
this  new  rule,  "That  no  shifting  or  trimming  of 
ballast  be  allowed,  that  is  dead  ballast."  He 
explained  his  reasons  for  this  amendment  at  some 
length. 

Mr.  Campbell  objected  to  the  amendment.  It 
would  be  dealing  unfairly  with  some  of  their  fleet 
if  they  made  such  an  amendment  to  the  rules. 

On  a  show  of  hands  being  demanded  from  the 
Chair,  the  amendment  was  lost  by  4  to  7.  Mr. 
Salabelle's  original  proposition  was  then  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  moved  that  Rule  3  be 
made  to  read  as  follows: — That  new  membeis  be 
admitted  if  four-fifths  of  the  committee  approve, 
upon  the  written  requisition  of  three  members  (not 
committee-men)  and  the  payment  of  the  current 
year's  subscription. 

Mr.  Gibbs  seconded. 

Mr.  Hay  pointed  out  that  the  proposer's  idea 
would  be  fully  met  if  the  word  may  was  added  to 
the  present  rule. 

Mr.  Beart  objected  to  the  alteration  of  the  rule 
altogether,  and  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the 
original  intentions  of  the  founders  of  the  Club. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  alteration  unneces- 
sary. 

On  a  show  of  hands  being  asked  for,  the  pro- 
position was  lost  by  5  votes  to  8. 

Mr.  Campbell  next  proposed  :—  That  all  boats 
entering  for  races  must  have  a  certificate  of  mea- 
surement from  the  official  measurer  and  that  no 
boat  be  allowed  to  enter  without  this  certificate  of 
rating.  That  the  cost  of  this  certificate  be  50 
cents.  If  at  any  time  the  owner  of  a  boat  wishes 
to  change  his  boat's  rating  a  new  certificate  must 
be  procured  and  a  fiesh  50  cents  paid  ;  these 
monies  to  go  towards  the  funds  of  the  Club 

Mr.  Abbey  seconded. 

Mr.  Owston  added,  as  an  amendment,  that  a 


professional  man  be  engaged  as  their  measurer 
and  that  he  be  paid  for  his  services. 

Mr.  Scidmore  proposed,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment, that  the  old  rule  stand  as  it  is.    He  pointed 
out  the  great  difficulties  in  their  way  and  also 
doubted  whether  50   cents  would    be  sufficient 
eward  for  a  professional's  services. 

A  considerable  discussion  arose  and  eventually 
both  amendments  were  withdrawn.  The  original 
proposition  was  then  voted  upon.  Seven  voted  for 
and  seven  against,  and  the  Chairman  giving  his 
casting  vote  with  the  noes,  the  proposition  was 
declared  lost. 

Mr.  Campbell  proposed  that  Sailing  Rule  10 
read  :— Each  boat  shall  carry  at  least  one  life 
buoy  on  deck  or  close  at  hand  ready  for  use. 
Captain  Weston  seconded. — Carried. 
Mr.  Campbell's  next  proposition  was: — That 
all  the  sail  area  requirements  be  left  unchanged 
for  the  coming  year,  as  it  is  too  late  to  alter  our 
boats  now,  but  that  members  be  notified  that  for 
next  season  1895,  the  measurement  of  head-sails 
will  read  as  follows— (See  Book,  p.p.  12— 13)— 
measured  from  deck  to  shoulder  of  topmast,  in- 
stead of  from  the  spinnaaker-boom  goose-neck. 

Eventually  Mr.  Campbell  withdrew  the  proposi- 
tion, the  opinion  of  the  meeting  being  against  it. 

Mr.  Campbell  proposed  that  the  following 
classification  of  boats  be  adopted  :— 17-raters,  all 
boats  over  14  and  not  over  17-rating  ;  14-raters,  all 
boats  over  12  and  not  over  14-rating  ;  12-raters,  all 
boats  not  over  12-rating  ;  11-ralers  all  boats  not 
over  ii-raling. 

Mr.  Scidmore  seconded.  Carried. 
Mr.  Campbell  also  proposed  and  Mr.  Scid 
more  seconded,  that  all  boats  over  17  rating  be 
called  the  A  class,  aud  all  boats  of  17-rating  and 
under  be  called  the  B  class.— Carried. 

Mr.  Scidmore  next  proposed  :—  That  the  Com 
mittee  have  power  to  elect  as  honorary  members 
exempt  from  annual  dues,  such  Japanese  and 
foreign  officials  and  visitors  interested  in  yachting 
as  may  be  considered  desirable. 

Mr.  Campbell  seconded.— Carried. 
Another  proposition  from  Mr.  Rogers  was  then 
read  as  follows -.—That  a  new  member  joining 
the  club  for  the  following  season  previous  to  the 
annual  meeting  preceding  that  season  should  be 
entitled  to  attend  and  vole  at  that  meeting. 
Mr.  Owston  seconded. 

Mr.  Campbell  and  others  objected,  and  the 
matter  fell  to  the  ground,  no  voting  taking  place. 

Mr.  Scidmore  in  bringing  the  proceedings  to 
a  close  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Club  Hotel  for  their  courtesy  in 
lending  the  Club  the  use  of  the  room  for  their 
meeting. — Cai  ried. 

Mr.  Beart  pioposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair. — Carried  amid  applause. 
The  meeting  then  separated. 


LETTER  FROM  BALTIMORE. 
 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Baltimore,  March  29th. 
Plutocracy  has  aroused  even  the  most  conser- 
vative Americans  by  its  course  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 
That  body,  lightly  referred  to  as  "  the  millionaires' 
club,"  is  the   last    constitutional  stronghold  of 
pampered  wealth.   One  of  the  Senators  from  New 
York,   Murphy,  was  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  collars  and  cuffs  in  Troy,  New  York,  the 
chief  centre  for  this  industry  in  this  country.  The 
House  of  Representatives  had  reduced  the  duty  on 
lliese|articles  to  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Senator 
Murphy,  a  Democrat,  refused  to  vote  for  this  De- 
mocratic measure  unless  the  rate  was  again  ele- 
vated.   He  had  to  be  placated,  as  the  two  parlies 
aie  so  nearly  balanced  in  the  Upper  House  thata 
loss  of  two  or  three  from  the  Democratic  side  would 
put  the  Republicans  in  a  majority.    How  much 
money  this  truckling  takes  out  of  our  pockets  and 
puts  into  Murphy's  depends  on  how  many  linen 
collars  and  cuffs  we  buy.    Coal,  iron,  and  sugar 
had  all  been  put  on  the  free  list  by  the  more  popular 
branch,  but  about  half-a-dozen  Democratic  Sena- 
tors were  directly  interested  in  these  commodities 
and  they  joined  hands  to  block  all  action  till  they 
were  satisfied.    So  a  duty  has  been  placed  on  all 
three.    The  bill  has  not  yet  passed  the  Senate, 
but  the  Finance  Committee  has  repot  ted  it  after 
weeks  of  tinkering  and  changing  so  as  to  suit 
enough  Senators  to  put  it  through.  It  will  be  enact 
ed  about  as  it  stands.  The  Sugar  trust,  which  con 
irols  the  manufacture  and  refining  of  nearly  al 
the  sugar  we  use,  had  one  of  the  most  audacious 
lobbies  ever  seen  in  Washington  pushing  its  claims 
for  a  higher  rate  on  all  refined  sugar.    It  was  satis- 
fied.    The   delegations   and   petitions    for  pet 
schemes  have  been  numerous,  bold,  and  insolent. 
They  have  nearly  all  come  from  the  producers — 
small  classes— andalmostuone  from  the  consumers 


—the  masses.  This  special  class-legislation  has 
gone  on  now  for  a  third  of  a  century,  and  one-half 
tl  the  total  wealth  of  the  sixty-five  million  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  Stales  is  in  the  hands  of  forty 
thousand  people.  Ten  families  of  these  favoured 
forty  thousand  are  worth  nearly  a  hundred  million 
a  piece.  There  are  over  a  thousand  millionaires. 
An  enterprising  paper,  The  New  York  Tribune, 
has  decided  to  issue  an  album  of  these  princes  of 
fortune,  with  abiography  of  each  one,  as  long  and 
as  fulsome  as  each  will  pay  for.  A  poor  wretch 
of  half  a  million  only  can't  get  even  his  name  on 
the  roll  of  these  gold-bugs  for  any  consideration. 
It  will  be  the  most  select  gathering  of  worthies  that 
a  money  aristocracy  can  show. 

Pensions  have  been  the  scapegoat  of  the  protec- 
tionists for  keeping  up  a  high  tariff,  and  this 
practical  system  of  largesses  to  strong  men  has 
done  more  to  spread  socialism  among  the  people 
than  all  the  arguments  of  all  the  Marxes  and 
Bellamys  of  the  day.    Our  civil  war  even  now 
costs  us  in  these  bounties  and  in  interest  on  the 
bonds,  far  more  than  the  standing  army  of  Ger- 
many costs.    No  one  objects  to  help  given  to  those 
who  suffered,  but  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  great 
American  papers,  the  New  York  Times,  has  been 
carrying  on  an  investigation  of  its  own,  and  there 
are  found  in  every  locality  hearty  men  Drawing 
pensions  for  permanent  disablement.    The  most 
notorious  case  is  that  of  a  judge,  who  discharges 
the  onerous  and  responsible  duties  of  chief  justice 
of  one  of  the  largest  States  of  the  west,  at  a  salary 
of  five  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  yet  has  a 
pension  of  72  dollars  a  mouth  because  he  testifies 
he  is  unable  to  earn  a  living.      Very  properly  his 
case  is  receiving  warm  administrative  notice  witli 
a  good  chance  that  his  soft  snap  will  be  abolished. 
P,esidenl  Cleveland  is  sincere  in  his  determination 
to  make  the  pension  roll  an  honorable  one  by  weed- 
ing out  all  the  frauds.     Even  athletes  and  lox- 
hunlers  have  been  found  among  those  claiming 
to  be  totally  disabled.    An  economic  Democratic 
majority  in  the  House  of    Representatives  has 
cut    down    the   pension  appropriation  by  some 
fou.  teen  million  dollars,  but  the  whole  amount  is 
still  over  150  million  dollars  for  the  next  year. 

While  Congress  is  so  largely  the  passive  lnslru- 
menl  of  the  plutocrats,  many  of  our  state  legis- 
latures and  nearly  all  our  city  councils  are  the 
blind  tools  of  sharpers,  bosses,  and  rascals,  rt. 
vicious    perennial    confidence     game    here  is 
pool  selling  on  horse  races.     A  gang  of  cheats 
will  get  control  of  a  driving  park  and  then  open 
offices  in  all  the  larger  cities,  and  will  keep  up 
races  all  the  year  round,  aud  swindle  thousands 
of  gullible  suckers.    The  scheme  was  so  scandal- 
ous that  these  sham  races  and  pool  selling  we. e 
forbidden  by  law  in  nearly  all  places  where  it  was 
profitable  to  work  this  game  except  Baltimore. 
An  entire  establishment  was  set  up  a  year  or  so 
since  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Baltimore,  and  sucn 
a  crowd  of  gamblers,  sports,  and  shamless  decoys 
gathered  around  aud  attended  the  race  meetings, 
that  the  spot  has  become  a  stench  in  decent  nost.  Us. 
A  bill  was  introduced  is  the  Slate  legislature  now 
in  session  to  close  up  the  whole  business,  llw 
pool  selling  lobby  has  gathered  tn  such  seducl.ve 
strength  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  mea- 
sure  can  ever  become  law. 

The  Hawaii  matter  is  thought  to  be  drawirg 
near  a  crisis.    The  Queen  is  gathering  recruits 
British  Columbia,  and  she  has  promise  o    al  the 
financial  aid  she  desires.      President  Cleveland 
still   occupies  the  noble  stand  he  took  seve.al 
months  ago,  that  a  wrong  had  been  done,  and  we 
ought  to  set  it  right  if  possible      He  will  no.  of 
course,  attempt  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
islands,  but  he  will  be  careful  that  Dole  shall 
receive  no  assistance  the  next  time  there  is  an 
outbreak.    A  change  has  been  made  in  the  com- 
mand  of  our  forces  out  there  ;  Admiral  Walker  has 
just  left  to    take  charge.    Before  sending  him, 
President  Cleveland  held  several  private  coher- 
ences with  him,  and  wrote  out  the  instructions  Him- 
self.  To-day's  paper  gives  the  following  account  ot 
the  feeling  among  the  President's  advisers  :—    1  he 
administration  is  impressed  with  the  conv.ct.on 
that  'President'  Dole    aud  his  coadjutors  were 
and  are  a  pack  of  adventurers.    In  private  con- 
versation, recently,  the  Dole  side  of  the  case  has 
been  ably  and  forcibly  presented  to  the  President 
and  his  advisers;  that  the  only  wise  and  propet 
American  policy  under  the  circumstances  is  one 
of  non-interference;  that  ihose   who    now  hold 
the  helm  in  Hawaii  are  white  men  who  seized 
savage   territory   and  overthrew  savage  tribes, 
just    as   did   the   English    in    North  America 
and  the  Spaniards  in  South  America  centuries 
ago,  just  as  Clive  and  Hastings  swept  down  on 
India,  and  as  Cecil  Rhodes  is  now  grabbing  in 
South  Africa,  and  as,  for  that  matter,  what  we  ot 
the  United  States  have  been  doing  with  our  own 
Indians  for  three  quarters  of  a  century;  that  the 
law  of  nature  condemns  the  lower  civilization  to 
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succumb  10  the  upper.  Dole  and  company  are 
carpet-baggers;  it  is  tine,  but  the  types  of  illustii- 

011s  cat  pel-baggei  s  who  have  taken  for  the  benefit 

•if  humanity  end  superior  civilisation  what  did  not 
belong  to  them  in  all  ages,  recent  and  remote. 
Such  views  have  been  advocated  by  those  who  aie 
politically  and  personally  in  sympathy  with  the 
administration.  It  has  been  represented  to  the 
President  that  in  the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be 
possible  to  reslote  and  letain  in  power  the  savage 
faction  which  has  been  dispossessed,  that  the  white 
race  will  inevitably  hold  the  islands,  and  if  we  do 
not,  through  our  own  people,  Fi  ance,  Germany,  or 
Great  Britain  will.  While  admitting  the  apparent 
force  of  SUCil  arguments  and  considerations,  it  is 
nevertheless  understood  that  the  Piesident  is  firmly 
convinced  that  Mr.  Dole  will  go." 

But  the  rampant  in  either  party  are  not  satisfied 
with  this  peaceful  policy.  One  of  the  extremest 
among  them,  Senator  Davis,  of  Minnesota,  has 
unburdened  himself  in  the  disgusting  manner  of 
rabid  English  jingoists  when  they  want  their  gun- 
boats to  seize  the  earth.  This  dignified  gentle 
man,  a  representative  in  the  most  august  Upper 
House  in  the  world,  declared  that  we  must  have  not 
only  Hawaii,  but  Cuba,  and  a  slice  of  Nicaragua, 
and  furthermore  we  should  not  rest  until  we  had  ab- 
sorbed Canada.  All  this  wholesale  grabbing  and 
piracy  he  justified  on  the  ground  that  we  must  have 
a  preponderating  counterbalance  against  the  in- 
fluence of  the  old  rebel  States  that  are  now  in  the 
saddle  and  seeking  to  rum  the  country  by  slightly 
reducing  the  war  lai  iff  rates.  England  can  hardly 
show  a  worse  old  hen  of  a  man  being  frightened 
by  the  passing  shadow  of  Irish  home  rule  than  this 
roaiiug  politician  seeing  images  by  day. 

Washington  society  is  all  in  a  flutter  of  excite- 
ment and  nervous  anticipation.  A  few  nights  since 
a  lady  artist  was  giving  a  lecture  on  art  at  some 
educational  establishment,  using  lantern  slides  to 
illustrate  her  remarks.  She  talked  on  in  the  dark- 
ness in  a  commonplace  way  flashing  commonplace 
views  on  the  screens,  for  several  minutes,  and 
then  she  said  her  most  beautiful  pictures  she  had 
been  forbidden  by  the  hostess  to  exhibit,  but 
as  the  audience  had  paid  to  come  in,  she  would 
show  them  anyhow,  if  a  number  wanted  her  to  do 
so.  Many  stood  up, and  these  realistic  pictures  were 
about  to  be  thrown  before  their  hungry  eyes,  when 
the  lady  manager  threatened  to  call  in  the  police 
and  bundle  both  the  fair  lecturer  and  masculine 
lantern  operator  out  in  the  street,  if  they  disre- 
garded her  wishes.  The  entertainment  went  tamely 
on  to  the  end,  and  then  it  was  announced  that  the 
dangerous  fruit  would  be  displayed  in  a  night  or 
so  at  the  house  of  a  prominent  society  leader,  the 
wife  of  a  Senator.  There  will  be  a  crush  at  that 
occasion,  for  even  the  most  seclusive  and  refined 
dearly  love  a  flavour  of  the  polite  indelicate. 

Madame  Tateno,  the  wife  of  the  Japanese  Mini- 
ster, is  very  popular  in  Washington  and  is  very 
successful  at  giving  dinners.  The  following  was 
in  this  morning's  paper  : — "  Madame  Tateno,  wife 
of  the  Japanese  Minister,  gave  a  luncheon  to  day 
of  eighteen  covers,  her  guests  being  Mrs.  Pugh, 
Mrs.  Blackburn,  Mrs.  Charles  Gibson, Mrs.  Oates, 
Mrs.  John  Moore,  Mrs.  Guzman,  Mrs.  Shields, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Wilson,  Mrs.  Van  Wyck,  Mis. 
Cushman  K.  Davis,  Mrs.  MacArthur,  Mrs.  Men- 
donca,  Mrs.  Philling,  Mrs.  Rockhill,  Mrs. 
Geary,  Miss  Gorman,  and  Miss  Goto.  The  table 
was  decked  with  lilies  of  the  valley,  and  there  were 
souvenir  bon-bon  boxes  at  each  cover,  trimmed 
with  the  same  flower," 

President  Gilman  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Univer- 
sity has  returned  to  Baltimore  from  a  trip  through 
the  South.  Dr.  Gilman  is  a  member  of  the  execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Peabody  and  Slater  funds. 
The  trip  was  to  observe  what  is  being  done  in  the 
South  for  the  advancement  of  technical  instruction 
and  manual  training  in  the  schools  which  are  bene- 
fited by  these  two  funds.  In  all  places  he  found 
the  greatest  interest  manifested  in  the  promotion 
of  education  of  every  grade,  and  the  general  out- 
look is  very  encouraging. 

The  90th  birthdayof  General  Neal  Dow,  the  pro- 
hibition advocate  of  Maine,  was  celebrated  through- 
out the  U.S.  and  Great  Britain.  It  was  poetically 
referred  to  by  one  of  the  leading  papers  thus  : — 

Neal  Dow  ! 

There  is  a  name  ! 
Nothing  round  about, 
Nothing  long  drawn  out — 
Sturdy  and  simple  the  name, 

And  Neal— he  is  the  same. 

The  great  prohibitionist  is  a  native  of  Portland, 
Maine,  where  he  lives  in  the  house  which  he  built 
and  to  which  he  took  his  bride  the  day  of  their 
marriage  in  1851.  Gen.  Dow  is  a  Friend,  and  from 
early  youth  he  has  been  a  teetotalar  and  a  great 
worker  in  the  temperance  cause.  It  has  been  said 
of  him  "  He  can  properly  he  termed  the  Wendell 
Phillips  of  the  prohibition  movement."  On  his 
birthday,  Gen.  Dow  received  in  his  home,  which 
was  beautifully  decorated  with  quantities  of  flowers, 


the  hundreds  of  callers,  and  to  each  person  ha  gavt 
a  hearty  handshake  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  man  of  50.  England  also  celebrated  the 
birthdayof  this  venerable  prohibitionist.  There 
were  over  200  meetings  held  in  various  pails  of 
the  United  Kingdom  Oil  this  occasion  and  a  long 
cablegram  of  congratulation  was  sent  from  Lon- 
don. But  in  spite  of  the  claims  and  effoi  Is  of 
enthusiastic  temperance  workeis,  prohibition  as  a 
legal  enactment  may  be  called  a  failure  in  the 
U.S.  Drunkenness  is  not  so  common,  but  the  re- 
form has  come  more  Ihiough  pi ivale  persuasion 
and  silent  business  influences  than  ihiough  legal 
restraints. 

Louis  Kossuth,  the  Hungarian  patriot,  died  at 
Turin  at  the  age  of  92.  Alter  the  war  of  1848  he 
escaped  the  clutches  of  the  Austrian  soldiers  and 
took  refuge  in  foreign  countries  where  he  strongly 
preached  the  cause  of  Hungarian  independence. 
He  came  to  the  U.S.  in  1851.  On  arrival 
at  New  York  he  was  met  by  a  committee 
of  the  City  Council  and  of  the  citizens  of  Balti- 
more tendering  him  a  cordial  welcome  and  hos- 
pitalities. Dining  his  visit  to  Baltimore  he 
delivered  an  address  which  an  ex-Governor  of 
Maryland  recalls  to-day  as  being  unsurpassed  for 
beauty  of  diction,  grace  of  expression,  and  sub- 
limity of  sentiment. 

Rev.  Maltbie  Babcock,  pastor  of  one  of  the 
largest  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Baltimore,  has 
declined  a  call  to  a  very  wealthy  church  in  New 
York — the  chinch  of  the  Gould  family  at  a  salaiy 
of  $I2,O00.  As  his  present  salary  is  only  $6,000, 
much  surprise  was  shown  at  his  decision.  Few 
of  us  have  such  a  chance,  and  still  fewer  refuse  it 
when  they  do  have  it.  Mr.  Babcock  is  an  athlete 
and  member  of  a  cricket  club,  and  skilful  base- 
ball pitcher. 

A  Greek  paper  has  just  been  issued  in  New 
York,  making  the  25th  tongue  repiesented  in  our 
press,  and  thus  putting  us  next  to  England  in 
variety  of  speech. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 
 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Chicago,  April  5th. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Griffis,  D.D.,  has  gone  to  Bangor, 
Maine,  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  "  The 
Religions  of  Chinese  Asia,"  before  the  Theological 
Seminary  (Congregational)  in  that  place.  A  re- 
cent number  of  Harper's  Bazaar  contained  "The 
Imperial  Japanese  Silver  Wedding  "  from  his  pen. 

The  March-April  number  of  Our  Day  contained 
an  article  on  *'  Crudity  of  Japanese  Theology,"  by 
Rev.  J.  L.  Atkinson. 

Prof.  Ernest  F.  Fenellosa,  of  Boston,  recently 
addressed  The  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  this  city 
on  "The  Five  Pei  iods  of  Japanese  Ait." 

The  other  evening  at  the  Art  Institute  there  was 
a  public  exhibition  of  water-colours,  which  included 
several  Japanese  subjects  by  Robert  Blum.  Two 
or  three  of  these  were  disappointing,  because  they 
did  not  look  natural  ;  the  others  deserve  hearty 
praise.  "  A  Japanese  Screen,"  by  J.  Alden  Weir, 
was  excellently  portrayed. 

Mr.  H.  Sato,  of  Tokyo,  is  delivering  some  lec- 
tures on  Sunday  evenings  at  the  All  Souls'  Church 
(Unitarian)  on  Japanese  history. 

The  test  of  the  Takamine  process  of  distilling 
has  been  finished  at  the  Manhattan  Distillery  in 
Peo  ria  ;  but  the  results  are  not  yet  known.  This 
test  was  made  with  the  extract  of  Koji;  an  experi- 
ment will  also  be  made  with  the  solid  Koji. 

The  contract  of  the  Post-office  Department  with 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  expired  on 
March  31st.  This  contract  went  into  operation 
February  I,  1892,  for  ten  years,  but  has  been 
cancelled  by  the  Postmaster-General  "owing  to 
non-compliance  of  the  company  with  the  provisions 
of  the  contract."  The  points  of  failure  were  not 
specified.  Hereafter  the  company  will  be  paid 
"  according  to  the  weight  of  mails  carried  instead 
of  011  the  mileage  basis." 

Secretary  Gtesham  has  submitted  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  the  draft  of  a  bill 
relating  to  the  Behring  Sea  fisheries.  By  the  terms 
of  this  the  prohibitory  zone  extends  60  miles 
around  Pribyloff  Islands. 

It  is  reported  from  Washington,  that  Admiral 
John  G.  Walker,  who  sails  to-day  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Honolulu,  bears  with  him  important  in- 
structions with  reference  to  both  Behring  Sea  and 
Hawaiian  affairs.  It  is  thought  that  in  Hawaii 
he  will  select  the  best  location  (perhaps  Pearl 
Harbour)  for  a  naval  station.  This  will  be  one  of 
three  permanent  bases  of  supplies  (San  Francisco, 
Yokohama,  and  Pearl  Harbour  ?),  to  be  established 
with  a  view  toward  adaptability  in  assisting  the 
patrol  service  of  the  seal  waters  as  provided  by 
arbitration. 

Ex-U.S.  Minister  Stevens  has  issued  a  letter 


giving  Ills  reason  for  raising  the  U.S.  flag  over 
the  Hawaiian  government  building.  In  thi-,  htter 
he  icfers  to  dangerous  elements,  among  whom  he 
includes  many  "Japanese  ex-soldiers  who  had 
long  been  seeking  the  light  of  suffrage,"  and  with 

whom  "  it  was  thought  thai  Liliuokalanl  might 
Compromise."  He  also  mentions  "  nimoiiis  of  an 
intended  outbreak  resulting  from  a  combination 
of  the  white  adventureis  and  the  lower  native 
I  lawaiian  element  under  their  control  "  with  these 
Japanese. 

The  latest  news  from  Hawaii  is  dated  Maich 
26,  and  came  per  China.     It  leads  as  follows  : — 

liy  far  the  most  serious  problem  that  confronts  the  provisional 
government  at  present  is  ttie  attitude  of  the  Japanese  labourer! 
;.nd  their  representative  here.  The  Nanivja,  the  Japanese  war- 
ship, which  lias  been  stationed  here  for  s..nie  months,  left  port 
a  few  days  ago,  ostensibly  to  go  to  Hawaii  for  target  practice. 
J  Fuyii,  the  Japanese  Consul-General,  went  with  the  war-ship. 
Che  Naniwa  relumed  March  jist,  and  cither  by  coincidence  or 
pre-arranged  plan,  she  was  met  twenty  miles  away  by  an- 
other big  Japanese  war-ship,  the  TakacMht.  During  f/uyii's 
abs  nee  the  Japanese  on  several  plantations  struck.  The  go- 
vernment brought  all  strikers,  to  the  number  of  seventy,  to  this 
city  and  they  are  now  in  jail,  the  Japanese  are  against  the 
provisional  government,  and  their  consul  and  other  officers  here 
have  done  all  they  could  10  further  a  feeling  of  antagonism. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  councils  the  Executive  was  asked 
whether  Minister  Willis  was  still  carrying  out  his  plan  of 
intervention  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  Liliuokalanl.  It  was 
wished  10  let  the  natives  understand  just  how  the  matter  of 
restoration  stood.  In  reply,  President  Dole  read  the  following 
communication  from  the  Minister  : — 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  Feb.  14,  1894. 

S.  B.  Dulh,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  :— I  have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date  in 
answer  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  ult.,  and  inform  you  that  on 
the  aoth  ult.  I  was  notified  by  my  government  that  the  Hawai- 
ian question  had  been  referred  to  Congress,  and  that  my  special 
instructions  had  been  fully  complied  with. 

With  assurances  of  high  esteem,  1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
-s^  Albsri  S.  Willis. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States. 

The  President  said  that  the  expression,  "  My  special  instruc- 
tions have  been  complied  with,"  seemed  to  answer  the  question 
asked. 

There  is  also  a  report  that  the  natives  are  com- 
ing out  for  annexation,  and  that  even  the  ex- 
Queen  is  now  favourable  to  that  policy,  if  it  will 
only  bring  her  a  pension  ! 

Fi  om  Samoa  has  come  news  of  fighting  caused 
by  the  fact  that  Chief  Justice  Ide  severely  pun- 
ished some  native  chiefs. 

There  is  no  special  news  from  Brazil,  except  that 
the  Foreign  Office  has  authorized  a  positive  denial 
of  the  statement  that  President  Pi  ixoto  has  revived 
the  Imperial  Decrees  by  which  political  offenders 
could  be  executed  without  trial. 

President  Berniudez,  of  Peru,  died  at  Lima  on 
the  31st  ult.,  and  has  been  temporarily  succeeded 
by  Senor  Botgono,  Second  Vice-President.  In 
Costa  Rica,  Don  Rafael  Yglesias,  the  liberal  candi- 
date, has  been  elected  to  the  Presidency. 

Piesident  Cleveland,  as  was  expected,  vetoed 
the  Bland  Seigniorage  Bill,  which  yesterday  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  lacked  74  votes  of  the 
two-thirds  necessary  to  pass  it  over  the  veto. 

On  the  2nd  inst.  Senator  Voorhees  opened  the 
tariff  debate  with  an  eloquent  speech.  Senator 
Stewart  has  publicly  announced  his  adhesion  to 
the  Populist  Party.  Senator  and  ex  Governor  A. 
H.  Colquitt,  of  Georgia,  died  on  the  26th  ult. 
Governor  Not  then  first  appointed  to  the  vacancy 
Speaker  Crisp,  who  declined;  then  he  named 
Patrick  Walsh,  editor  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle. 

Among  lecent  Presidential  appointments  may 
be  mentioned  those  of  Thos.  E.  Benedict,  of  New 
York,  to  be  Public  Printer,  and  of  James  D.  Yeo- 
maus,  of  Jewa,  to  be  Inter-State  Commerce  Com- 
missioner. 

Until  yesterday  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  been  in  a  deadlock  over  contested'election 
cases;  but  the  Democrats  finally  succeeded  in 
swelling  their  majority  by  unsealing  two  Re- 
publicans. 

On  the  28th  ult.,  McKinley  was  received  with 
tremendous  enthusiasm  by  the  Republicans  of  St. 
Paul  and  Minneapolis,  where  he  made  three 
speeches  to  help  along  his  "boom."  On  the  2nd 
instant  the  Iroquois  Club  of  this  city  celebrated 
Jefferson's  birthday  with  a  grand  banquet  at 
which  eloquent  addresses  were  made  by  promi- 
nent Democials  of  the  country. 

Judge  Glynn,  in  the  District  Court  at  Denver, 
has  rendered  a  decision  lavotuable  to  Governor 
Waite's  action  in  removing  the  Fire  and  Police 
Commissioners  :  but  the  latter  have  taken  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Colorado. 

The  necrological  list  this  time  includes  also  the 
names  of  Major  William  Nevans,  the  famous 
bond-master,  and  George  Ticknor  Curtis,  the 
well-known  constitutional  lawyer.  Unfortunately, 
it  does  not  yet  include  Prendergast,  whose  execu- 
tion lias  been  put  off  till  July  2nd.  On  May  21st 
begins  the  trial  to  decide  the  question  whether  or 
not  he  is  sane. 

The  "  Commercial  Army  "  is  still  marching 
slowly  and  wearily  "on  to  Washington,"  and  has 
reached  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania.  In  some 
places  it  has  been  pitied  and  kindly  treated;  in 
other  places  it  has  received  no  assistance.  It  seems 
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to  consist  principally  of  tramps  ;  and  is  at  present 
under  the  espionage  of  the  police.  ■ 

On  Uie  2nd  insl.  many  coke-workers  of  the  re 
-ion  about  Uniontown.Pennsylva.ua,  went  out  on 
strike.  Yesterday  Chief  Engineer  Paddock  was 
murdered  by  rioters,  of  whom  two  were  killed, 
others  wounded,  and  many  captured,  by  the 
sheriff's  posse.  The  murdered  engineer  was  ... 
the  employ  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company. 
The  rioters  are  mostly  Hungar  ians. 

An  attempt  to  enforce  the  new  dispensary  law 
U,  South  Car  olina  has  almost  resulted  III  CIV" I  war. 
Governor  Tillman  ordered  out  stale  miht.a  to 
assist  constables  in  maintaining  peace  at  Darling- 
ton, near  Columbia;  but  the  militia  sympathizing 
with  the  people,  refused  to  obey.  The  Gove.no, 
then  took  possession  of  the  telegraph  and  railway 
lir.es,  declared  the  Stale  under  martial  order  and 
called  for  volunteers.  Finally,  230  men  of  the 
militia  were  found  who  would  go  to  Da.hngton  to 
preserve  peace  and  enforce  the  laws.  No  arrests 
have  yet  been  made  there;  and  1  any _are  at- 
tempted,  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  fighting. 
Prominent  men  of  the  State  are  endeavouring  to 
secure  a  judicial  settlement  of  the  difficulty. 

The  stock-holders  of  the  Wo.ld's  Columbia  Ex- 
position  are  still  waiting  for  a  dividend,  which  can 
not  be  declared  until  Mr.  Higinbotham  returns 
from  a  prolonged  vacation  trip.  The  Columbian 
Museum  has  received  in  all  about  $1,200,000  ol 
tire  World's  Fair  Stock. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  published  with 
reference  to  the  customs  service  at  the  Fair:— 
Exhibits  were  .eceived  at  the  exposition  from  sixty 
different  foreign  nations,  states,  and  colonies. 
They  consisted  of  162,609  packages,  valued  in  the 
statement  of  the  exhibitors  at  $14,797,693.  and  re- 
auired  about  8,000  cars  to  transport  them.  Ul 
these  goods  about  25  per  cent,  have  remained  in  the 
country.  The  result  of  the  appra.sement  of  those 
entered  for  consumption  or  re-warehouse  (includ- 
ing value  of  goods  on  which  no  invoices  were  re- 
ceived) was  to  show  an  average  increase  of  about 
SO  per  cent,  on  the  foreign  estimate  of  value  made 
by  the  exhibitors.  The  goods  entered  for  consump- 
tion paid  an  average  duty  of  27.94  per  cent.  As 
suming  this  10  have  been  a  fair  average  of  duty  on 
all  exhibits,  the  collector  estimates  the  American 
value  of  for  eign  exhibits  at  $28,000,000.  I  he 
packages  acquir  ed  by  various  universities,  colleges 
schools,  museums,  etc.,  was  9,828  packages,  valued 

*\n'  spite5 of  a  presumably  infallible  prover  b, 
March  did  not  "go  out  like  a  lion."  Very  severe 
weallrer  was  exper  ienced  from  the  25th  to  the  29th  ; 
but  ihe  last  two  days  of  the  month  were  quite  mild. 

R  G.  Dun  and  Co.  report  an  "  encouraging 
condition  of  trade"  with  a  "  better  outlook."  In 
this  city  the  improvement  in  real  estate  matters  is 
considerable. 

Gov.  Brown  (Rep.),  of  Rhode  Island,  has  been 
re-elected  by  6,000  plurality. 

An  evening  paper  just  out  says  that  a  general 
revolution  is  imminent  in  Central  America. 


SAD  DEATH  OF  A  LADY  TOURIST. 
 ♦  

VERDICT— SUICIDE    WHILST  OF  UNSOUND  MIND 

An  inquest  was  held  in  H.B.M's  Consulate  on 
Wednesday  morning,  by  H.M.  Consul,  James 
Troup,  Esq.,  sitting  as  Coroner,  into  the  circum- 
stances sun  ounding  the  death  of  Fanny  Cooper, 
a  married  lady,  and  a  native  of  Ely,  Cambridge- 
shire whose  body  was  found  floating  in  the  haY- 
borrr  about  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  sworn  on  the  Jury, 
Messrs.  ].  K  Black,  H.  V.  Dickinson,  and  J. 
Budge,  who  at  once  proceeded  t»  view  the  body 
then  lying  at  the  under  lakr.  's.  Upon  .  ^assembling 
in  the  Court  Room,  the  following  evidence  was 
taken  : — 

Dr  Edwin  Wheeler.swo.n,  deposed— I  recognise 
the  body  just  viewed  by  the  jury  as  that  of  Mrs- 
Fanny    Cooper.     I  attended    her    several  limes 
during  the  early  part  of  this  month,  at  the  Club 
Hotel.    I  last  saw  her  yesterday  afternoon  walk- 
ing on  the  Bund.    She  bowed  to  me.    I  have  ex- 
amined the  body.    1  found  no  ma.ks  of  violence 
uoon  it;  it  resembled  thai  of  one  lately  drowned. 
The  cause  of  death  was  drowning.    I  attended 
the  deceased  for  insomnia.    She  was,  more  or 
less,  suspicious   of  everybody,  and  she  asked 
me  of  I  knew  "why  all  these  men  were  coming 
into  her   room."    She  suffered   from  delusions 
occasionally,   and   among    them    was   one  that 
people   were   following    her.      This    was  only 
occasionally,  for  at  times  she  would  speak  quite 
rationally  and  then  again  would  lapse  suddenly. 
I  prescribed  for  her,  but  I  think  she  only  took 
medicine  on  one  occasion.     The  medicine  was 


10  allay  her  nervousness  and  allow  her  lo  sleep. 
I  last  saw  her  professionally  at  the  beginning  of 
last  week.  The  deceased  was  suspicious  of  even 
some  lady  friends  who  had  called  to  see  what  they 
could  do  for  her.  She  did  not  want  them  to  come 
into  her  room.  The  last  time  I  saw  her  she  got 
suspicious  of  me,  and  said  I  was  not  to  come  back 
again.  She  told  me  that  she  had  telegraphed  to 
England  for  some  money  and  the  amount  was 
se.il  her  by  telegraphic  transfer.  She  would 
not  touch  this  money,  however,  when  it  came 
because  she  said  it  had  not  been  properly  come 
by,  meaning  that  it  had  not  come  out  i«  a  proper 
manner.  I  advised  her  to  take  a  passage  home 
by  the  P.  &  O.,  as  she  need  not  worry  about 
money  as  some  was  laying  al  the  Bank  for  her. 

To  Mr.  Dickinson— I  advised  her  strongly  to 
00  home,  as  she  was  alone  and  had  no  friends 
here.  She  said  she  had  no  money,  and  then  I  re- 
minded her  that  the  money  was  laying  at  the  Bank 
for  her.  She  seemed  to  think  that  it  had  come  too 
quickly,  and  continually  used  the  expression,  "  it 
is  not  properly  come  by,"  and  that  that— meaning 
the  telegraphic  transfer— was  not  the  proper  way  to 
obtain  money.  . 

Tomoye  Tokichi,  a  sendo,  cautioned,  said— 1 
saw  the  body  of  a  foreign  woman  floating  in  the 
water  opposite  No.  9,  Bund,  a  little  after  6  o'clock 
Ibis  morning.    The  face  was  turned  downwards 
in  the  water,  and  was  covered  with  floating  weeds. 
The  policeman  on  duly  dispersed  the  crowd  which 
had  gathered  round,  and  then  I  went  back  lo  the 
hatoba.     I  did  not  see  the  body  taken  orrt  of  the 
water.    When  I  saw  it,  the  body  was  lying  at  the 
foot  of  the  Bund  wall,  in  about  7  feet  of  water 
An  adjournment  was  then  taken  till  2  o'clock. 
Dr.  Neil  Gordon  Monro,  sworn,  deposed— I  saw 
the  deceased  lady  at  the  Club  Hotel  once,  and 
knew  her  as  Mis.  Cooper.    This  was  about  three 
days  ago.    I  saw  a  body  in  company  with  Mr. 
Benney  on  the  Bund  at  half  past  seven  o'clock 
this  morning.    It  was  lying   opposite  the  Mes- 
sageries    Ma.ilimes    office.     It    was  identified 
by  Mr.  Benney,   manager  of  the    Club  Hotel, 
as  that  of  Mrs.  Cooper.    I  was  called  to  see  the 
body  and  inspected  it.    Life  was  quite  extinct, 
and  the  deceased  must  have  been  dead  some  hours. 
I  could  not,  from  the  appearance  of  the  body,  de- 
termine Ihe  cause  of  death  then.    The  clothes  on 
the  body  were  wet,  and  the  appearance  was  that  of 
a  person  who  had  been  drowned.    I  found  no  ex- 
ternal marks  of  violence.    The  Japanese  pol.ee 
look   possession  of  all  articles  of  value  thai  wer  e 
upon  the  body.    They  were  a  purse  and  a  paper, 
and  I   think  a  gold    bracelet.     I   left  the  body 
while  it  was  lying  there. 

To  a  Juror— The  clothes  were  in  order;  but 
the  heel  of  one  of  her  boots  was  partially  detached 
or  loose,  while  the  leather  of  both  seemed  to  have 
been  scaped  or  bruised.  I  could  not  judge  from 
the  body's  appearance  that  the  deceased  had  had 
a  fit  There  was  froth  at  the  mouth,  such  as  oc- 
curs' during  epileptic  fits,  but  I  should  not  take 
that  as  evidence  of  ihe  occurence  of  a  fit,  as 
it  also  occurs  through  drowning.  I  do  not 
know  that  she  suffered  from  fits.  I  was  not  at- 
tending her.  Life  had  been  extinct  at  least  5  or 
6  hours,  the  skin  was  shrivelled,  shrunken,  and 

Charles  Tippet  Benney,  Manager  of  ihe  Club 
Hotel,  sworn,  deposed— I  knew  the  late  Mrs. 
Fanny  Cooper.  She  was  staying  at  the  Club 
Hotel.  She  first  came  to  our  Hotel  on  the 
2cah  of  last  month,  arriving  on  the  City  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  She  appeared  in  a  perfectly 
sound  mind  then,  there  being  nothing  peculiar 
about  her  at  all.  She  stayed  on  till  the  29th 
when  she  went  to  Tokyo,  to  the  Hotel  Met.o- 
pole,  and  from  the  manager  there  we  first  learnt 
that  she  was  queer  in  her  mind,  that  she  was  not 
acting  right— that  -he  was  npi  in  her  right  mind. 
Deceased  returned  to  the  Club  Hotel  on  the  3rd 

April,  and  had  been  staying  will,  us  there  ever 
since.  I  did  not  observe  anything  particularly 
peculiar  in  her  manner  on  the  day  of  her  return, 
but  a  few  days  afterwards  I  noticed  that  she 
was  somewhat  queer.  I  was  p.epared  for  it. 
The  hallucination  took  the  form  of  thinking  that 
people  we.e  after  her,  and  watching  her.  This 
occurred  more  or  less  every  day.  She  pre- 
ferred a  complaint  every  day.  She  said  that 
we  were  all  conspiring  together  to  take  her  for 
another  Mrs.  Cooper  so  as  to  lead  her  into  trouble 
and  to  bring  her  into  Court.  Another  complaint  of 
hers  was  that  the  other  guests  ill  the  Hotel  were 
masquerading  to  annoy  her,  and  ll.al  people  were 
constantly  talking  of  her  and  mentioning  her 
name.  At  firsl  she  took  her  meals  regularly,  but 
lately,  unless  I  took  them  lo  her  or  lead  her  to  the 
dining-room,  a  little  tea  and  loast  sufficed  her  for 
the  day.  If  I  sent  anything  lo  her  room  she  would 
eat  it  after  a  while.  This  had  been  going  on  from 
the  6lh  or  71I)  of  Apr  il.  I  last  saw  her  alive  be- 
tween half-past  eight  and  nine  o'clock  yesterday 


evening  ;  she  was  then  in  the  hall  of  the  Club  Hotel. 
I   spoke  to  her  and  asked  if  she  had  had  any 
dinner.    She  said,  "  No,  1  will  go  in  presently." 
I  left  her  in  the  hall— that  was  the  last   time  I 
spoke  to  her.    I  saw  her  about  a  quarter  past  ten 
walking  up  and  down  the  Bund    in  front   of  ihe 
Hotel  ;  this  was  a  usual  habit  of  hers  during  the 
evening.    She  was   alone  then.     I   thought  she 
was  quieter  than   usual  yesterday,  and  noticed 
nothing  wrong  the  last  time  I  saw  her  that  night. 
The  next  I  heard  of  her  was  this  morning  about 
seven  o'clock.     I  had  just  returned  from  market, 
and  the  Chinese  stewar  d  came  up  and  told  me  that 
Mi  s.  Cooper  was  lying  dead  al  Ihe  French  Hatoba. 
I  went  there  at  once.    1  looked  at  the  body  and 
recognised   it  as  that  of    Mrs.  Cooper.     I  went 
across  to  No.  10  for  Dr.  Monro  and  took  him  lo 
the  body.    From  ther  e  I  went  lo  see  Mr.  Hodges, 
and  then  from  his  house  to  ihe  undertaker's.  I 
then    returned  to    where    the    body    was  lying. 
I  noticed  that  a  small  black  satchel  and  a  light 
coloured  brown  cloak  which  she  usually  carried, 
were  missing,  and  relumed  lo  the  Hotel  lo  see  if 
they  were  in  her  room  ;  they  were  not  there,  and  I 
cannot  find  them. 

To  Mr.  Black— It  was  not  reported  to  me  that 
she  had  returned  lo  the  Hoiel  after  I  had  seen  her 
on  the  Bund  at  10  o'clock.  Her  bills  were  promptly 
paid.  I  have  in  ihe  Hotel  money  of  hers  to  the 
amount  of  $29.70  in  bills.  She  told  me  that  she 
had  family  troubles  at  home.  I  heard  nothing  of 
strange  behaviour  or  trouble  on  board  the  City  of 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  coming  out. 

To  the  Coroner— She  sent  me  two  little  chits 
while  in  ihe  hotel,  referring  to  her  husband.  ^  The 
last  one  I  received  on  Sunday  morning.  They 
we.e  sent  down  by  her  through  one  of  the  room 

b°To  Mr.  Dickinson— By  the  look  of  her  bed  this 
this  morning  she  had  not  slept  in  her  bed  last 
night.  She  had  no  serious  illness,  but  Dr.  Wheeler 
gave  her  medicine  for  her  head.  On  one  oc- 
casion when  he  called  she  was  feverish.  1  never 
knew  her  go  out  in  a  sampan  to  visit  a  ship.  She 
wanted  to  go  once  lo  see  Caplain  Smith  of 
the  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  but  Captain  Smith 
was  on  shore  al  the  lime. 

To  Mr.  Black — She  gave  no  reason  for  travelling 
alone  by  herself.  I  believe  she  was  t.avelling  for 
pleasure. 

To  the  Coroner— I  urged  her  to  proceed  on  her 
tour  on  Saturday.  She  promised  that  she  would 
go  to  the  Bank  and  sign  a  cheque  for  enough 
money  to  take  he.  home,  if  she  could  do  it  without 
touching  the  £100  which  was  teleg.aphed  out 
lo  her.  She  appeared  scared  lo  touch  the  money 
sent  out  by  telegraphic  transfer,  for  what  reason  I 
do  not  know.  She  imagined  she  heard  voices  cal- 
ling her  by  name,  and  also  imagined  that  she 
heard  songs  sung  in  which  her  name  was  men- 
tioned.   She  would  think  ibis  when  no  one  was 

speaking-  . 

To  Mr.  Dickinson— There  is  no  other  Mrs. 
Cooper  staying  at  the  Club  Hotel,  nor  that  I  know 
of  in  Yokohama.  There  is  a  Mrs.  Rebekah  Cooper 
coming.  I  noticed  her  name  in  the  papers,  as  at 
Kyoto.  Letters  to  this  Mrs.  Rebekah  Cooper  were 
once  handed  to  Mrs.  Fanny  Cooper  at  the  hotel, 
and  after  that  deceased  would  have  it  that  there 
was  another  Mrs.  Cooper  in  the  hotel,  and  that  I 
was  keeping  her  back;  this  was  about  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  last  English  mail.  She  was  just 
about  the  same  before  as  after  seeing  these  enve- 
lopes. I  do  not  know  to  whom  she  referred  to 
when  speaking  of  thisother  Mrs.  Cooper.  I  do  not 
know  why  she  was  so  anxious  to  establish  her 
identity.  Once  she  asked  me  to  take  a  responsible 
person  to  her  room  to  identify  her  as  Mrs.  Fanny 
Cooper. 

To  Mr.  Budge— She  carried  her  bag  and  cloak 
wilh  her  everywhere,  upstairs  and  downstairs  in 
the  house,  as  well  as  outside  the  Hotel.  She  had 
Ihe  cloalc  with  her  when  I  last  saw  her  alive  on  ihr 
Bund.  The  hall-boy  lold  me  that  she  canted  the 
bag  with  her  as  she  went  out  of  the  hall-door. 

To  the  Coroner— The  bag  has  not  been  found, 
and  the  cloak  also  is  missing. 

To  Mr.  Black— The  bag  contained  papers. 
She  opened  it  in  the  office  the  day  before  yester- 
day. It  then  held  papers,  keys,  and  other  things. 
She  had  burnt  all  her  correspondence  and  photo- 

^To  llie  Coroner— The  $29  are  in  the  Hotel  safe. 

To  Mr.  Black— The  hall-boy  ought  to  have 
noticed  lhat  she  had  not  returned  last  night.  She 
would  somelinres  be  absent  about  10  minutes, 
sometimes  a  qua.ter-of-anhour,  sometimes  half- 
an-hour.    She  walked  very  slowly. 

Henry  MacAr  thur,  sworn,  deposed— I  have  seen 
the  deceased,  whom  I  now  understand  lo  have 
been  Mrs.  Fanny  Cooper.  She  came  to  my  office 
yesterday  morning.  I  was  talking  to  her  abouc  a 
quarter  to  twelve.  She  asked  me  if  the  boats  going 
out  were  bound  for  Kobe.  I  went  to  the  office-door 
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and  looking  out  could  see  no  boat!   .it  .ill,  and 
none  on  the  way  out.    She  said  she  had  seen  two 
hoats  and  that  pei  haps  they  wei  e  then  out  of  sight. 
The  C01  oner— Well,  that  was  possible  I  suppose? 
Witness — Possible,  but  not  probable.    She  ex 
pected  to  see  the  boats  when  she  went  to  the  dooi . 
Sin;  said  she  wanted  to  go  to  Kobe  and  appeared 
to  he  lonely  and  melancholy.    I  wa»  under  the  im- 
pression that  she  was  suffering  from  hallucinations. 
She  called  again  in  the  afternoon  and  again  talked 
about  boats  in   front  of  the  office — again  iheie 
were  no  hoats  in  sight.     I  thought  she  seemed  ;il 
ti  acted  by  the  water. 

Miiwa  Hachijmo,  cautioned,  deposed— My  Hi. 
tention  was  called  this  morning  to  a  dead  body 
floating  in  the  water.  I  reported  it  to  a  police- 
inspector.  The  body  was  lying  off  the  Bund  op- 
posite  No.  9,  Bund.  The  police-inspector  and  I 
went  and  took  the  body  out  of  the  water.  The 
body  was  that  of  a  foreign  woman  fully  clothed, 
with  no  covering  on  her  head  and  with  boots' 
on.  The  clothing  was  searched,  and  I  found 
the  articles  noiv  produced— a  gold  bracelet,  on 
her  arm  ;  a  purse,  and  several  papers  inside  the 
the  bodice,  and  pince  ttes.  All  the  articles  were 
wet,  and  the  clothing  was  soaked  with  seawater. 
The  body  was  quite  close  to  the  Bund  wall.  I 
sent  for  a  doctei  and  then  handed  the  body  ovei 
to  Mr.  Hodges. 

Richard  Perrott  Forshaw,  a  merchant  of  Yoko- 
hama living  in  Tokyo,  sworn  deposed— Within  a 
few  hours  of  the  steamer's  arrival— the  City  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro— Mrs.  Cooper  called  at  my  office. 
She  stated  that  she  was  a  great  personal  friend  of 
a  friend  of  my  own  at  home,    Mr.    Priestly,  of 
Huddeisfield.    She  was  in  pei  fectly  sound  mind, 
to   the  best   of  my    belief.     She  talked  for  half- 
an-hour  perfectly  rationally,    I  saw  her  frequently 
afterwards  in  Tokyo.     When  I  saw  her  in  Tokyo 
she  was  quite  rational  in  her  conversation  with  me, 
and  apologised  for  not  having  felt  well.  During 
the    afternoon  of   Thui«sday    last   she   came  to 
my  office  about  3  o'clock,  accompanied  by  the 
Chinese  steward  of  the  Club  Hotel.    She  opened 
her  bag  and  produced  a  counterfoil  of  a  dividend 
warrant  for  ^48,  of  the  Liverpool,   London,  and 
Globe  Insurance  Company,  and  asked  if  it  would 
not  be    possible  to    raise  money  on   it  heie.  I 
told    her  no,  and  asked  if  she  wanted  money. 
Then  she  said,  "The  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
Bank  have  got  a  hundred  pounds  which  they  say 
is  for  me,  do  you  think  it  is  ?"    After  further  con- 
versation  I  promised  to  see  Mr.  How  at  the  Bank, 
and  he  satisfied  me  that  the  money  was  for  her) 
and  then  I  wrote  (he  letter    to  her,  which  is  now' 
produced.    She  replied  to  me  and  I  found  her 
letter  at  my  office.    I  never  saw  her  alive  after  last 
Thursday.    I  understood  that  she  didn't  like  to 
take  the  money,  as  she  could  not  understand  how 
it  had  come  out,  and  was  also  under  the  impression 
that  it  belonged  to  another  Mis.  Cooper.   She  had 
no  letter  of  introduction  to  me,  except  a  book  from 
a  friend  of  mine.    She  expressed  a  wish  to  me 
to  return   to  America  by   the    City  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  it  was  by  reason  of  this   that  I 
Inn  lied  to  the  Bank.    To  my  mind  she  appealed 
pei  fectly  rational  in  her  manner  and  behaviour. 

George  Hodges,  Shipping  Clerk  at  H.B.M's. 
Consulate,  sworn,  deposed  to  1  eceiving  the  body 
of  the  deceased  from  the  Japanese  police  about 
half-past  seven  o'clock  that  morning.  I  recognise 
the  body  as  that  of  Mrs.  Fanney  Cooper,  whom  I 
have  seen  at  the  Consulate. 

George  Kircher,  Usher  of  the  Court,  sworn,  de- 
posed to  receiving  from  Dr.  Wheeler  at  the  dead- 
house  a  gold  watch  (now  produced).  He  said  the 
waicb  was  taken  off  the  body.  The  watch  had  stop- 
ped at  eight  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock.  Two  rings 
weiealso  handed  to  him  by  Mr.  Hellendall,  who 
said  he  had  taken  them  from  the  body  ;  one  was  a 
wedding  ring  another  was  set  with  red  stones. 

The  Coroner  briefly  summed  up,  and  the  Jury 
retired,  to  return  after  an  absence  of  ten  minutes 
with  a  verdict  that  deceased  committed  an  act  of 
suicide  by  drowning  herself  off  the  Bund  at  Yoko- 
hama some  time  on  the  night  of  Tuesday,  the  241b 
of  April,  while  she  was  in  an  unsound  state  of 
mind. 

The  Coronet — I  entirely  agree  with  you,  gentle 
men. 


II.B.M.  SUPREME  COURT,  HUANG- 
//A  I. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  William  Houlds 
worth  gave  notice  of  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Address  :— "  Humbly  to  direct  the  attention  of 
your  Majesty  to  the  heavy  and  disastrous  fall  which 
has  occurred  in  the  gold  value  of  silver  since  the 
closing  of  the  Indian  mints  to  the  unlimited  coin- 
age of  that  metal,  and  to  the  injury  to  trade  with 
India;  also  to  humbly  express  the  hope  that  your 
Majesty  will  not  sanction  a  duly  upon  silver 
imported  into  India,  but  that  your  Majesty  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  will 
lead  to  the  assembling  of  another  international  con  - 
ference  to  consider  the  whole  mometary  question." 


ON  APTKAI.  FROM   H.lt.M.'s  COURT  I'OR 
JAPAN, JVT  KANAOAWA. 

Before  N.  J.  Hannkn,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice,  and 
George  Jamieson,  Esq.,  Assistant  Judge 
Monday,  Apiil  17th. 

Between  Tsune  Kuima  and  others,  Plain 
tiffs  ,  and    Appellants,   and   the  Pen- 
insular and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Defendants  and  Respondents. 
This  was  an  appeal  by  Tsune  Kijima  and  others, 
the  next-of-kin  of  men  drowned   in  the  collision 
which  look  place  between  the  Chishima  Kan  and 
the  Ravenna   in  the   Island  Sea   in  November, 
1892,  to  discharge  the  order  made  by  H.B.M.'s 
Court  fbr  Japan  on  the  13th  of  December,  1893, 
which  dismissed  the  petition  by  the  said  Tsune 
Kijima  and  others. 

The  plaintiffs  and  appellants  were  not  repre- 
sented by  counsel,  but  a  written  argument  drawn 
up  by  the  their  counsel,  Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  was 
submitted  to  the  Court.  Mr.  J.  F.  Lowder  and 
Mi.  A.  P.  Stokes  appeared  for  the  defendants 
and  lespondents. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford's  written  argument  was  in 
the  following  terms  :  — 

In  support  of  their  application  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  for  Japan  should  be  reversed 
the  plaintiffs  and  appellants  desire  to  state  theii 
case  shortly  under  the  following  heads  : — 

(1)  They  submit  that  in  the  joinder  of  plaintiff 
they  have  followed  the  procedure  of  the  Superior 
Courts  in  England,  and  they  refer  to  the  rules  of 
the  Supieme  Court  Order  XVI  Rule  I  and  to  the 
cases  Booth  v.  Briscoe  (2  Q.B.D.  496),  Amison  v. 
Smith  (41  CD.  98),  and  Hannay  v.  Smurthwaite 
{Weekly  Notes  1893  p.  144.) 

(2)  They  submit  that  their  case  is  a  matter 
"not  expressly  provided  for"  in  the  Rules  for 
China  and  Japan,  and  that  they  were  therefore 
justified  in  following  the  procedure  of  the  Superior 
Com  is  in  England.    They  refer  to  sections  4  and 

5  of  the  Order  in  Council  1865  and  to  Rule  339. 

(3)  They  submit  that  whether  or  not  their  case 
falls  within  the  provisions  of  Rule  339  they  have 
acted  rightly  according  to  the  decision  in  Scotl  v. 
Forrester  (North  China  Herald  1881,  at  page  177). 

That  decision  has  stood  unquestioned  for  more 
than  twelve  years  and  was  acted  upon  without 
de  mur  in  the  case  of  Meikle  v*  Jaidine,  Mathesou 

6  Co.,  which  came  before  the  Supieme  Court  on 
appeal  in  June  1889. 

When  the  last  mentioned  case  was  before  the 
Couit  for  Japan  the  parties  were  represented  by 
the  same  two  Counsel  as  appeared  in  that  Court 
in  the  case  now  under  appeal.  The  learned 
judge  ruled  that  the  claim  worded  as  a  set-off 
was  in  fact  a  counter-claim,  and  it  was  so  treat- 
ed by  all  parties  in  the  Court  below  and  by  the 
plaintiff  in  his  petition  of  appeal  and  by  the 
learned  judges  in  the  Supreme  Court  when  they 
delivered  judgment  allowing  the  countei-claim. 

No  objection  was  then  taken  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  counter-claim  without  leave,  nor,  so 
far  as  the  appellants'  counsel  is  aware,  has  such 
an  objection  ever  been  taken  since  the  above  men- 
tioned case  of  Scott  v.  Forrester,;where  it  was  held 
that  the  effect  of  Section  5  of  the  Order  in  Council 
was  "  to  enable  parties  to  follow  the  procedure 
which  by  any  law  made  subsequently  to  the  Order 
in  Council  is  piesciibed  for  England  ;  olhei  wise 
we  should  be  in  the  regrettable  position  of  having 
had  our  proceduie  stereotyped  for  all  time  from 
1865,  and  we  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
any  simplification  or  other  changes  of  procedure 
which  experience  may  show  to  be  necessary  in 
England."    Section  127  of  the  Order  in  Council 
1865  shows  that  the  piactice  in  Japan  was  intended 
to  be  simple,  so  that  cases  should  be  decided  "  on 
their  merits  accoiding  to  substantial  justice  with- 
out excessive  regard  to  teclmicalties  of  pleading 
or  procedure."    It  would  be  a   curious  result  if 
ill   the  face  of  that  section  an  action  could  be 
dismissed  upon  a  technicality  which  in  England 
would  be  no  bar  to  action.     It  is  submitted  that 
a  plaintiff  in  Japan    is  entitled  to  take  advan- 
tage of    any   simplification  of  procedure  which 
may  be  introduced  in  England.    It  is  especially 
hard  for  Japanese  plaintiffs  that  being  compelled 
by  Treaty  to  come  to  a  British  Court  for  redress 
their  petition  should  be  dismissed  upon  a  technical 
objection  which  could  not  prevail  under  the  mote 
enlightened  procedure  in  England.     It  can  hardly 
be  supposed  that  they  should  know  the  technicali- 
ties of  procedure  of  the  Courts  of  all  the  different 
Treaty  Powers,  and  if  the  construction  of  the  Rule 
is  doubtful  they  must  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt,  even  if  the  Rule  is  not  altogether 
superseded  upon  the  principle  decided^in  Scott  v. 
Forrester. 


(4)  Finally,  the  appellants  submit  that  if  they 
have  taken  a  false  step  the  Court  will  use  a  dis- 
c.ehonasto  whether  or  not  the  power  conferred 
by  Rule  39  shall  be  exercised  and  the  Court  will 
dismiss  the  petition  if  the  lesult  would  be  to  de- 
prive the  plaintiffs  of  all  tight  lo  iclief. 

They  icfer  to  the  pei  missive  wording  of  Rule  30 
■lid  to  the  case  of  Bush  v.  Adkin,  reported  in  the 
North  China  Herald,  1878,  page  90,  in  which  it 
was  attempted  to  join  causes  of  action  wholly  dif. 
fe.ent  in  then  nature;  and  yet  the  Court  ruled  that 
the  dismissal  of  the  petition  was  a  matter  of 
discretion.    The  appellants  also  refer  to  the  peti- 
Hon  111  this  action  as  showing  that  they  aie  per- 
sons in  poor  circumstances  and  that  for  most  of 
them  it  would  be  impossible  that  they  should  com- 
mence and  continue  legal  proceedings  separately 
against  a  powerful  British  corporation,  and  they 
refer  again  to  the  petition  as  showing  that  the  ac- 
tion has  been  instituted  under  Lord  Campbell's 
Act,  and  that  if  the  present  action  is  dismissed  no 
new  proceedings  can  be  commenced    within  the 
lime    allowed    by  that    Act.     If,    theiefore,  the 
judgment   of   the   Court  for  Japan  is   upheld  it 
follows  that  the  poorest  of  the  plaintiffs  were  from 
the  beginning  powerless  to  assert  their  claim  to 
damages   and  that  all  of  them  are  now  deprived 
of  the  right  to  relief. 

The  appellants  also  rely  upon  the  fact  that  the 
question  of  the  responsibility  for  the  collision  is 
one  which  is  common   to  all  their  claims.  Thev 
therefore  submit  that  if  separate  actions  had  been 
brought,  the  cases  would  have  been  proper  for  con- 
solidat.on  and  after  the  order  for  consolidation  the 
plaintiffs  would  have  been  "  in  the  same  condition 
as  it  they ^had  been  oiiginally  co-plaintiffs"  (Dan. 
Ch.  Pr.eth   edition   p.  1890).     After  consolida- 
tion  the  Court  would  probably  have  exercised  its 
powers  under  Order  18  Rules  1  or  8,  or  Older 
30  Kule  8  and  would  have  ordered  some  of  the 
other  issues  of  fact  to  be  separately  tried.  The 
same  Order  can  be  made  if  the  action  is  allowed 
to  proceed  in  its  present  shape.    The  appellants 
submit  that  they  have  acted  rightly  in  presenting 
the  action  in  a  form  which  it  must  ultimately  have 
assumed     In  the  case  of  Arnison  v.  Smith  (41 
C.  JJ.  28)  reference  was  made  to  the  inconvenience 
winch  might  arise  from  the  joinder  of  so  many 
plaintiffs,  but  since  those  inconveniences  are  con- 
fined to  the  plaintiffs  there  is  no  cause  for  the 
defendants  to  complain. 

And  in  the  plaintiffs'  view  the  course  adopted  is 
the  one  which  is  most  convenient  both  for  the  par- 
ties  and  for  the  Court.  The  defendants  have  not 
even  suggested  that  they  are  put  to  the  slightest 
inconvenience  or  embarrassment. 

In  establishing  their  case  more  fully,  the  plaintiffs 
must  traverse  a  wider  field  than  was  open  to  them 
m  the  Court  for  Japan,  since  in  addition  to  the 
case  made  by  the  defendants  in  their  opening  the 
plaintiffs  have  now  to  meet  the  case  which  appears 
against  them  in  the  ruling  of  the  learned  judge. 

It  is  submitted  that  so  far  as  the  judgment  re- 
lated to  the  p.ocedure  in  England  it  was  altoge- 
ther erroneous.    The  decision  of  the  Court  of  Ad- 
peal  in  Booth  v.  Briscoe  (2  Q.B.D.  496)  has  never 
been  questioned  and  Mr.  Justice  Wills  had  neither 
the  power  nor  the  will  to  overrule  it  when  he  de- 
eded the  very  different  case  of  Sandes  v.  Wild- 
smith  (1893)  (1  Q.B.  771).    I„  lhe  |atter  case  ,)e 
expressly  distinguished  Booth  v.  Briscoe,  but  he 
agreed  with  Bowen  L.  J.  that  the  decision  ought 
not  to  be  extended  to  cases  in  which  the  causes  of 
action  are  altogether  unconnected.    The  result  of 
the  cases  then  came  to  be  that  when  the  causes  of 
action  arose  out  of  the  same  matter  they  could  be 
united  in  one  action  ;  but  when  all  the  issues  were 
different  there  must  be  separate  actions.    In  the 
present  case  the  causes   of  action  arise  out  of 
of   one  collision,  and  the  action  comes  within 
the  principle  decided  in  Booth  v.  Briscoe  where 
the  claims  arose  out  of  the  libel. 

The  defendants  in  the  Court  for  Japan  relied 
*  n°le,t0  °rder  16  in  the  second  edition  of 
Wilson  s  Judicature  Acts  to  the  effect  that  in  order 
to  justify  joinder  there  must  be  identity  either  of 
parties  or  of  subject  matter.  The  best  comment  is 
that  in  the  fouith  edition  of  that  work  the  note  is 
conspicuous  by  its  absence,  and  it  is  not  an  unfair 
inference  that  the  result  of  intervening  cases  had 
rendered  the  note  valueless. 

Any  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  plaintiffs-  to  join 
in  one  action  is  set  at  rest  by  the  decision  of  the 
rTzr'rt,,0f,,Appeal  Ha"'iay  v.  Smurthwaite 
(Weekly  Notes,  1893,  P-  144)-  That  case  makes  it 
Clear  that  under  the  rules  the  plaintiffs  may  join 
in  suing  subject  to  the  power  of  the  Court  to  make 
any  such  Order  under  Order  18,  Rules  I  or  8  as 
may  appear  to  be  necessary  at  a  later  stage  to 
prevent  inconvenience. 

It  is  submitted  also  that  upon  the  construction 
ot  Kule  39  the  judgment  in  the  Court  for  Japan 
was  erroneous. 

It  was  rightly  assumed  both  by  the  defendants' 
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counsel  and  by  the  learned  judge  that  the  words 
of  Rule  39  were  in  their  natural  meaning  permis- 
sive or  enabling  words  only,  and  .1  IS  submitted 
that  .here  was  no  reason  for  a  special  exercise  of 
ingenuity  to  construe  them  in  a  compulsory  sense. 
The  learned  judge  thought  that  because 
no  provision  for  directing  different  records  to  be 
made  up  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  dismiss  the 
action.    It  is  suggested  that  the  alternative  of 
try  ng  the  action  was  not  altogether  excluded 
and  lhat  the  Rule  was  intended  to  make  e 
procedure  in  these  Courts   conformable  to  the 
procedure   in  England.    The  first  paragraph  f 
the  Rule  is  evidently  based  on  section  41  of  15 
and  16  Vict.  c.  76.    The  provis.on  looked  fo.  by 
the  learned  judge  in  the  second  paragraph  won Id 
have  introduced  a  practice  quite  unknown  to  the 
English  Courts  in  dealing  wuh  distinct  causes  of 
actum  stated  by  different  plaintiffs.    If  the ,  pi.  .  - 
tiffs  were  rightly  joined  the  action  proceeded  ;  if 
hey  were   wrongly  joined  the  action   was  .«  a 
proper  case  dismissed,  but  in  many  cases  ,t  could 
not  be  dismissed  even   if  it  was  imp- °P^V 
sti,uted  (Vide  15  fnd  16  Vict,  c    89  §49  and  Hal- 
lows v.  Femie,  L.R.  3  Eq.  and  L.R.  3  Ch.  at  P 
471).    Neither  at  Common  Law  nor  in  Cbajvcery 


may 


that  upon  its  reappearance  the  word 
converted  into  "  shall."  _  , 

Coming  to  more  general  considerations  we  find 
it  laid  down  in  Broom's  Legal  Maxims,  5th  edition 
,  cnr    as   an   established   .ule  of  construction, 
that  an  Act  of  Pa.l.ament  should  be  read  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  and  g.ammat.cal  sense  of 
the  words  unless  being  so  ,ead  ,t  would  be  absu  d 
or  inconsistent  with  the  declared  intention  o  e 
Legislature,  to  be  collected  from  the  rest  of   1  « 
Act  or  &c  "     It  has  already  been  shown  that  it 
Role  39  is  read  as  conferring  a  judicial  discretion 
is  assimilates  the  procedure  in  these  Courts  to  e 
procedure  in    England  and  thus  cames  out  the 
rJecla.ed  intention  of  the  Order  in  Council  1865. 
as  expressed  in  section  S.     There  is  Here  ore  no 
need  to  read  the  Rule  in  any  other  than  its  o.d, 
nary    and    grammatical  sense.    The  Rule  being 
thus  in  harmony  with  all  its  surroundings  why 
should  its  natural  meaning  be  twisted  to  a  sense 
which  brings  it  into  conflict  with  other  Rules  and 
makes  it  inconsistent  with  the  declared  intention 
of  the  Order  in  Council  ? 

Section  5  of  the  Order  in  Council,  1865,  provides 
that  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction  in  China  and  Japan 
shall  be  exercised  is  far  as  circumstances  admit 


d7l).    Neither  at  common  l»w  «».  •■■  "  -.' I -~r .„  t         CoUlse  of  procedure  and  practice 

S  there  any   practice  of  making  up  d.ffe, ent  acco  d  mg  to  thecou^  ^ 

records  to  suit  different  plaintiffs.  u,f,1  and  the  Rules  must  be  construed  by  the  light 

It  is  submitted  that  Rule  39  '-^Kg  ^  ,°efcn  '0T  His  d^  a-ed  intention  of  the  Order  in  Council 
ihe  oetition  may  be  dismissed,"  so  that  in  eacti   ot  Wis  aeua  c  framed.    If  Here  is  any 

case^Cou.  t  might  be.guided  b, ,  the  practice  or  under  wh  *VJ%J%*  of  R  le  2Q  we  have 
the  time  being  obtaining  m  England.  It  the  petmoi     dou  m  a  u"u  "enabling"  construction 

£  p  operiy  instituted,  under  Rule  339  '  «* ht  not  to  choose  be ween  a       en        g  ^  ^ 
to  be  dismissed.    If  improperly  instituted  ,t  could   which  will  cany  out       „  which  wil, 

formerly  have  been  dismissed    unless  it  came  w.  I  -  tu  e  a nd  a    ™^  j^,... 
in  the  protection  of  certain  statutes  of  proced  i.e.  con  P^  b       sl)0W11  ll)at  the  ind.scnmi- 

but  probably  under  the  new  R« ^  ^^  ^A^^^  actions  for  misjoinder  of  plain- 
nevei  be  dismissed.    (Vide  ts.  o.  U.  urue.  17.;     1  inconsistent  with  the  practice  in 

is  submitted  that  the  action  under  appeal  was  pro-  tiff    won mcc^  ^  ^ 

perly    instituted  under  Ruk  339  _  "V^Vh* I  £  fcou.icil.  1865,  ««°  fo',  lhf]  " 


neilV  insuiuicu   

learned  judge  has  been  mistaken  in  his  ruling. 

The  construction  of  Rule  39  was  argued  some 
what  differently  by  the  defendants   counsel  who 
relied  upon  Macdougall  v.  Paterson  (11  C.B.  755) 
and  the  principles  laid  down  in  Julius  v.  Lord 
Bishop  of  Oxford  (5  App.  Ca   214)-.  Wwm  ad- 
mitted that  the  words  of  the  Rule  being  ...  terms 
enabling  and  permissive  only,  it  _  lay  upon  the 
defendants  to  show  that  it  was  intended  to  b 
compulsory.    The  question  whether  the  rule 
P°eTSveyor  compulsory  depends  upon  ^edve, 
"he  power  was  given  for  the  purpose  o  making 
good  a  right  already  vested    n   the  defendants 
This  question  is  to  be  solved  aliunde  and  not  f. o  n 
the  Rule  itself  (5  App.  Ca.  235)  and  the  defendants 
have  not  attempted  to  introduce  any  reasons  from 
outside  the  Rule.     In  thus  confining  their  argu- 
ment to  the  words  of  the  Rule,  the  defendants  are 
involved  in  a  vicious  circle.    If  Rule  39  were  non- 
existent it  is  perfectly  clear   that  the  plaintiffs 
would  come  within  Rule  339.  f  '"at  ^Jhich 
Rule  39  the  defendants  can  show  no  right  which 
that  Rule  was  intended  to  enable  them  to  enforce, 
and  therefore  they  cannot  bring  themselves  within 
the  principle  of  Macdougall   v.    Paterson  In 
.Crake        Powell  (21  L.  J     Q.  B.  p.  183  )  Lord 
Campbell  stated  very  clearly  the  reasons To  he 
decision  in  Macdougall  v.  Paterson      Unde  the 
uih  sec.  of  the  statute  the  plaintiff  was  left  en 
titled  to  his  costs  and  the  13th  sec.  on  y  pointed 
out  the  way  in  which  he  was  to  recover  them.    1  He 
l-i  sec.  was  only  held  to  be  compulsory  because 
it  dealt  with  a  right  which  existed  quite  indepen- 
dently of  the  section.  ' "  , 

In  the  case  of  Julius  v.  Bishop  of  Oxford  (5 
App.  Ca.  at  pp.  231  and  232)  Lo.d  Penzance  ,n 
Commenting  on  the  decision  in  Macdougall 
Paterson  observed  that  "although  the  statute  ... 
terms  had  only  conferred  a  power,  the  cwcu in- 
stances were  such  as  to  create  a  duty,  when  once 
was  plain  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  o  Ins 
costs  it  could  not  be  intended  that  the  Leg.s la  nre 
had  conferred  a  discretion  on  the  Courts  whether 
they  would  enable  him  to  get  them  or  not. 

By  way  of  prelude  to  this  obser  vation  ^learned 
judge  had  reminded  their  Lordships  (p.  231)  U  at 
t  was  far  more  satisfactory  to  look  at  what  the 
Courts  had  done  than  what  the  judges  may  have 
said,  and  he  drew  the  general  conclusion  (p.  232} 
that  "  if  the  idea  of  a  discretion  had  not  bee. 
excluded  in  these  cases  by  the  requirements  of 
justice  and  other  gene,  al  considerations  the  Coin  ts 
could  not  have  held  that  to  be  compulsory  winch 
She 1  Legislature  had  described  in  terms  enabling 
and  permissive  only."  .  . 

It  is  submitted  that  in  the  case  of  Ru  e  39  the 
"requirements  of  justice"  and  all  the  »  gen  ,  al 
considerations,"  so  far  from  favouring  are  entirely 
opposed  to  the  COnstrilCl  ion  which  the  learned  judge 
in  ihe  Court  for  Japan  has  put  upon  the  Rule. 

It  may  also  be  noted  ill  passing  that  the  case  ot 
Macdougall  a.  Paterson  arose  upon  the  constuic- 
lion  of  a  section  which  was.epealed  and  in  BMb-'  34 


stood  alone,  the  Court  should  hesitate  to  put 
compulsory  construction  upon  the  words  of  Rule  39- 
But  the  defendants'  construction  of    he  Rule 
leads  to  far  more  serious  inconsistencies  than  that, 
•    e  it  would  render  impossible  ...  these  Courts 
S|    any  actions  which  in  England  have  always  been 
,    Z  aHowed-such  as  for  instance  actions  by  the  c.  e- 
npon  the  I  a  low  deceased  deblor  or  by  one  of  such 

c  editors  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  others,  or  by 
feeatees,  or  by  the  crew  of  a  ship  for  prize-money 
etc  ,  see  Dan.  Ch.  Pr.  6th  edition  p.p.  229  and  230). 
Each  person  in  each  of  the  above  classes  would 
have  a  separate  cause  of  action  according  to  the 
definition  fo  Cooke  v.  Gill  approved  ...  Read  v. 
Brown  (22  Q.  B.  D.  I3I)  and  therefore  the  presen 
defendants  would  require  that  each  membei  of  the 
class  should  bring  a  separate  action.  And  vet 
no  special  reason  has  been  shown  why  plaintiff 
shou  d  be  put  to  more  expense  and  inconvenience 
in  japan  than  they  are  obliged  to  incur  ...  Engla, 

If  the  defendants'  contention  be  correct  .  is  also 
impossible  for  creditors  to  obtain  an  order  for  the 
administration  of  the  real  and  persona  estate  of 
the  ■  deceased  debtor,  since  Rule  39  forbids  one 
c  editor  to  sue  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others, 
"hie  would  be  suing  in  different  rights  and  m 
Respect  of  distinct  causes  of  action.  Nor  can  one 
creditor  sue  in  such  an  action  h.mse  f  alone,  since 
the  Court  must  then  refuse  to  make  the  o.der 
/San  Ch.  Pr.  6th  edition,  p.  201.)  Theabsu.d 
conclusion  follows  that  the  creditors  are  powerless. 

Now,  according  to  the  view  of  the  plaintiffs  al- 
though  there  is  no  express  provision  that  cred.tors 
nay  be  joined  or  that  one  may  sue  on  behalf  of 
he  class,  yet  under  the  general  provision  of  R  le 
„o  they  are  entitled  so  to  do  and  accordingly  the 
Ser  for  administration  will  be  mad^ =  without  any 
difficulty.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  Ki  le  34 
whic  is  framed  on  the  assumption  that  the  ere 
di  or   will  proceed  acceding  to  the  procedure  . 

E  "land.  Rule  34  BW«  cred,?","°ofr,f le 
which  they  did  not  possess  independently  of  the 
Rule  but  only  provides  for  the  manner  ...  winch 
U  y  are  to  excise  a  right  already  existing  If 
he  creditors  prefer  to  act  as  joint  plaintiffs  the,  e 
of  course  no  reason  in  Rule  34  why  they  should 

"liffurther  illustration  of  the  difficulties  and 
consistency  .0  be  found  if  Rule  39  he  construed  as 
obheatory,  reference  maybe  made  to  Rule  36, 
E  provides  that  a  plaintiff  may  u,  certain  cases 
n.oceed  against  several  defendants  though  on  d,f- 
e  e'.t  causes  of  action.    A  plaintiff  proceeding  ... 
he  manner  thus  indicated  would  have  grave  cause 
0  complaint  if  upon  the  application  o   the  defen- 
dants  I  is  petition  we.e  dismissed  unci,,  Rule  39- 
And  yet  if  the  ruling  of  the  learned  judge  be  up- 
held   it  is  clear  that  such  petitions  are  "  so  defec- 
t,  ve  that  the  Court  is  not  pe.  nutted  to  deal  with 
them  in  any  way  except  by  dismissal. 

If  it  be  objected  that  the  cases  mentioned  in  Rules 
and   36  are   to  be   treated   as  if  they  were 


stance  re-enacted  by 


parent  that  upon  no  recognised  rule  of  construc- 
tion can  Rule  34  be  so  treated  since  it  does  not 
purport  to  confer  any    power    but  contains  an 
implied  reference  to    Kule  339-     \l    ll,e„  cases 
referred  to  in  Rule  34  are  excepted  from  Rule  39 
it  follows  that  Rule  39  must  be  read  subject  10 
Rule   339— otherwise    the   exception    is  purely 
aibitrary.    But  indeed  the  necessity  for  any  ex- 
ception or  qualification    should  be  fatal  to  the 
defendant's   construction.     Again    it   is  by  no 
means  an  inconvenient  mode  of  construing  sta- 
tutes to  presume  that  the  Legislature  was  aware 
of  the  state  of  the  law  at  the  time  they  passed 
(per  Pollock  C.B.  in  Jones  v.  Brown  2  Exch.332) 
and  "  if  words  have  a  double  intendment  and  the 
one  standeth  with  law  and  the  other  is  against 
law.  they  are  to  be  taken  in  the  sense  which  is 
agreeable  to  law,"  Shep.  Touch.  80).    We  may 
therefore  assume  that  the  framer  of  Rule  39  was 
aware  of  the  procedure  in  England  and  was  aware 
that  section   5  of  the  Order  in   Council,  1865, 
required  him  to  frame  the  Rule  in  such  a  way 
that  the  jurisdiction  of  these  Courts  should  be 
exercised  in  conformity  with  the  procedure  and 
practice  observed  by  and  before  Courts  of  Jus- 
lice  in    England.    If  the  defendants'  construc- 
tion of  the  Rule  be  correct  the  framer  of  the  Rules 
has  wantonly  departed  from  his  instructions  and 
the  plaintiffs  submit  that  the  Court  will  be  slow  to 
convict  him  of  such  an  offence,  and  will  construe 
the  Rule  upon  the  assumption  that  it  was  intended 
to  carry  out  the  declared  intention  of  the  Order  in 
Council.  .,  .   ,    ,  , 

And  lastly,  it  is  submitted  that  if  it  had  been 
intended    to    introduce    a    practice  so  different 
from  the  practice  in   England  that  would  have 
been   done   more  explicitly  than  by  the  words  of 
Rule  39.    It  must  be  a  very  strong  reason  against 
holding    the   Rule  to  be  compulsory  that  apart 
from  the  Rule,  plaintiffs  had  in  many  instances 
the  right  to  join  in  bringing  an  action  though 
their  causes  of  action  might  be  distinct.     It  is 
submitted  that  the  Court  will  not  hold  that  right  to 
be  abridged  by  words  which  are  merely  permission 
in  form  (see  Broom's  Legal  Maxims,  5th  edition,  p. 
c70  and  note)  and  see  also  The  River  Wear  Com- 
missioners  v.  Adamson  (2   App.  Ca.  743)  ai,d 
Western  Counties  Railway  Company  v.  Windsor, 
etc.,  Railway  Company  (7  App.  Ca.  at  p.  188). 

For  all  the  above  reasons  it  is  submitted  that 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  for  Japan  ought  to  be 
reversed  - and  that  an  order  should  be  made  dis- 
missing the  motion  with  costs  against  the  defen- 
dants, both  in  this  Court  in  the  Court  below. 

Mr.  Lowder,  in  addressing  the  Court  on  behalt 
of  the  defendants  and  respondents,  said  that  in 
the  month  of  November  last  the  defendants  in  the 
Court  below  were  served  with  a  petition  in  which 
116  individuals  combined,  forming  themselves  in 
62  different  groups  and  asking  that  each  of  the  62 
eroups  should  be  awarded  damage  in  respect  of  the 
loss  alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  them  through 
the  loss  of  the  lives  of  their  relatives  which  resulted 
from  the  collision  between  the  Chishima  Kan  and 
the  Ravenna   a  year  previously.     The  amount 
claimed  by  those  62  groups  was  a  sum  of  $125,000, 
and  therefore,  from    other  points  of  view  than 
the  amount  of  money  involved    in    the  case,  It 
was  a  case  which  his  clients  considered  to  be  ot 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  them  in  retain- 
ing  two  counsel  to  argue  their  case  before  that 
Court     The  defendants  being  served  with  such  a 
petition,  felt  that  they  were  embarrassed  by  what 
to  them  was  a  novel  mode  of  procedure  and  they 
applied,  under  Rule  39,  for  the  petition  to  be  dis- 
niissed.    That  motion  came  on  for  hearing  in  the 
Court  below,  and  judgment  was  rendered  on  the 
1-jih  of   December    last  dismissing  the  petition. 
The  judgment  had  been  pe.used  by  their  Lord- 
ships so  he  (Mr.  Lowder)  need  not  trouble  to  read 
it  The  motion  in  the  Court  below  was  resisted  on 
two  grounds  principally.    The  first  ground  was 
whether  upon  the  true  meaning  of  Rule  39  the 
Court  had  a  discretion  as  to  whether  or  not  it  would 
dismiss  the  petition  upon  the  application  of  the 
defendants,  and  whether  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  such  discretion  ought  to  have  been  ex- 
ercised in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs.      I  hat  point, 
however,  was  not  very  much  pressed  in  the  Court 
below,  because  the  great  stand  was  made  upon 
the  Judicature  Acts   as   supported  by  the  case 
decided  in  that  Court  some  years  ago,  of  Scott  v. 
Forrester.  The  argument  in  the  Court  below  was 
that  Rule  39  was  absolute  as  soon  as  a  mode  of  pro- 
cedure was  pointed  out.    Reference  was  made  to 
Rules  16  and  18,  framed  under  the  Judicature  Act 
of  1883,  and  it  was  contended  on  the  strength  of 
cases  cited  in  the  Comt  below  that  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  those  two  Rules,  16  and  18,  was 
that  the  old  rule  which  prevent  several  causes  of 
action  being  joined  together  was  removed  by  those 
two  rules,  and  that  now,  under  the  Jud.catu.  e  Acts, 
several  suits  might  be  united  in  one.     I"  reply  to 
that  he  (Mr.  Lowder)  cited  the  case  of  bands  v. 
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Wildsmith  (L.R.,  1  y.B.D.,  1893,  p,  77  and  tha 

learned  Judge,  following  that  case,  said  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  (Mi.  Lowder)  to  say  anything 
with  reference  to  tile  case  of  Scotl  v.  Forrester,  In 
support  of  his  arguments  on  the  present  occasion 
it  was  only  light  he  should  icfer  their  Lordships 
to  the  latest  cases,  and  one  was  the  case  of  Hannay 
v.  Smtirthwaite  (L.R,  93,  2  Q.B.D.,  p.  412).  For 
the  present  he  owned  that  that  case  was  against 
him,  but  he  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind  that 
the  very  learned  judgment  of  Lord  Bowen,  given 
at  an  earlier  stage,  would  prevail  when  the  case 
went  into  the  House  of  Lords.  He  (Mr.  Lowder) 
would  submit,  however,  that  as  a  specific  method 
of  procedure  was  laid  down  by  Rule  39,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  the  Court  to  take  into  con- 
sideration either  of  those  cases  or  the  Judicature 
Act  at  all.     Rule  39  said:  — 

In  case  a  petition  states  two  or  more  distinct  causes  of  suit, 
by  and  against  the  same  parties,  and  the  same  rights,  the  Court 
may  either  before  or  at  the  hearing,  if  it  appears  inexpedient  to 
try  the  different  causes  of  suit  together,  order  that  different  re- 
cords be  made  up,  and  maku  such  order  as  to  adjournment  and 
costs  as  justice  requires. 

In  case  a  petition  states  two  or  more  distinct  causes  of  suit 
but  not  by  and  against  the  same  parties,  or  by  and  against  the 
same  parties  but  not  in  the  same  rights,  the  petition  may,  on  the 
application  of  any  defendant,  be  dismissed. 

In  case  such  application  is  made  within  the  time  for  answer, 
the  petition  may  be  dismissed,  with  substantial  costs  to  be  paid 
by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  making  the  application,  but  in 
case  the  application  is  not  made  within  the  time  for  answer,  the 
petition,  when  the  defect  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Court, 
may  be  dismissed  without  costs,  or  on  payment  of  Court  fees 
only,  as  to  the  Court  seems  just. 

The  learned  counsel  then  went  on  to  argue  that 
the  word  "may"  in  the  order  should  be  read  as 
"must."  If  the  defect  existed,  and  the  persons 
interested,  i.e.,  the  defendants,  made  application, 
the  Court  had  no  option  but  to  make  the  order 
dismissing  the  petition.  The  state  of  the  law  as 
embodied  in  Rule  39,  apait  altogether  from  the 
Judicature  Act,  was  found  very  clearly  stated  in 
several  cases  which  were  cited  in  the  Court 
below,  and  the  learned  counsel  then  referred 
to  and  quoted  from  the  cases  of  Booth  v.  Briscoe 
(L.R.  2  Q.B.D.,  p.  496),  and  Scott  v.  Forrester 
(North  China  Herald,  I2th  August,  188 1).  In 
giving  judgment  in  the  latter  case  his  Lordship 
(Judge  Mowat)  remaiked  : — "  By  section  5  of  the 
Order  in  Council,  our  civil  jurisdiction  is  to  be 
exercised  *  upon  the  principles  of  and  in  conformity 
with  .  .  .  the  statute  law  .  .  .  for  the 
time  being  in  force  in  and  for  England,'  and  the 
effect  of  that  provision,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to 
enable  parties  to  follow  the  procedure  which 
by  any  law  made  subsequently  to  the  Order 
in  Council  is  prescribed  for  England  ;  other- 
wise we  should  be  in  the  regrettable  posi- 
tion of  having  had  our  procedure  stereotyped 
for  all  time  from  1865,  and  we  should  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  any  simplification  or 
other  changes  of  procedure  which  experience  may 
show  to  be  necessary  in  England.  The  point  is  of 
very  little  practical  importance  in  this  case,  but  I 
have  dealt  with  it  at  some  length,  as  this  is  the  first 
case  in  what  the  application  of  the  Judicature  Act 
to  the  practice  of  the  Court  was  seriously  questioned 
before  me."  He  (Mr.  Lowder)  should  ask  their 
lordships  by  their  decision  to  over-rule  what  was 
an  obiter  dictum  of  the  learned  Judge,  and  did  not 
form  part  of  the  judgment. 

The  Chief  Justice — Ought  we  to  over-rule  it? 
Mr.  Lowder — I  think  so. 

The  Chief  Justice — We  are  a  Court  of  co-ordi- 
nate jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Lowder — This  was  in  a  Court  of  first  in- 
stance. I  have  very  little  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  the  learned  Judge,  to  whom  this  part  of  his 
judgment  was  cited  in  the  Court  below,  took  the 
same  view  as  I  do,  because  addressing  counsel  he 
said,  "  I  do  not  understand  what  you  mean  by 
the  plaintiffs  acting  on  the  faith  of  a  decision. 
A  decision  may  be  right  orjwrong  and  the  plain- 
tiffs must  take  their  chance.  Unless  you  take  a 
decision  in  a  final  Court  of  Appeal  you  never  can 
tell."  In  the  case  of  Scott  v.  Forrester,  his  Lord- 
ship's attention  was  not  drawn  to  the  earlier  case 
of  Bush  v.  Adkins  (North-China  Herald,  27th 
July,  1878),  which  he  would  doubtless  have  left 
himself  obliged  to  follow. 

The  Chief  Justice — I  do  not  quite  follow  vour 
argument,  Mr.  Lowdei.  As  I  understand  it, 
Scott  v.  Forrester  said  that  we  were  bound  to 
follow  any  change  of  procedure  that  the  Judica- 
ture Act  points  out,  or  that  any  change  of  piactice 
at  home  was  binding  upon  us  here.  But,  in  1 878, 
had  any  change  of  practice  been  made  such  as 
would  interfere  with  Rule  39? 

Mr.  Lowdei — No. 

The  Chief  Justice — Therefore,  don't  you  see,  in 
1878  there  was  nothing  to  interfere  with  Rule 
39,  neither  here  nor  at  home,  but  in  1881  that 
particular  Rule  55  which  was  under  consideration 
in  the  case  of  Scott  v.  Forrester  had  been  altered 
by  the  practice  at  home,  and  therefore  Bush  v. 
Adkins  is  very  pertinent  to  this  case,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  was  pertinent  to  the  case  of  Scotl  v. 
Forrester, 


Mr,  Lowdei,  continuing  his  argument,  said  ''is 
contention,  was  borne  out  by  Sir  Richard  Remtie'i 

"Instructions  to  Consuls"  issued  in  1885,  that 
the  Rules  must  be  followed  in  preference  to  the 
home  practice.  It  would  be  extremely  difficult  if 
the  custom  were  otherwise,  because  it  would 
be  impossible  for  many  of  the  British  Courts 
in  China  and  Japan  to  follow  every  change 
111  the  proceduie  at  home.  In  concluding, 
the  learned  counsel  drew  attention  to  the  case 
of  the  Attorney  Geneial  v.  Emerson  (24 
Q.B.D.,  p.  58),  and  quoted  from  the  judgment  of 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  He  asked  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  below  should  be  sustained. 

The  Assistant  Judge  said  he  should  like  to  hear 
a  little  more  with  regard  to  the  necessity  in  Rule 
39  of  reading  the  word  "  may  "  as  "  must." 

Mr.  Lowder  said  he  could  only  refer  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  cases  he  had  quoted  and  the  cases  of 
Julius  v.  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  (L.R,  5,  Appeal 
Cases,  p.  214)  and  Richardson  v.  Smith  (4  Com- 
mon Pleas  Division,  p.  112).  In  the  course 
of  further  argument  the  learned  counsel  reite- 
tated  his  contention  that  the  petition  by  stat- 
ing (wo  or  more  distinct  causes  of  action  not  in 
the  same  lights,  must  be  dismissed  upon  the  de- 
fendant's application.  After  some  conversation 
as  to  the  practice  in  consolidating  suits, 

Mr,  A.  P.  Stokes  biiefly  addiessed  the  Coutt 
on  t he  same  side. 

Th  eir  lordships  reserved  judgment. 


PAUL  ANJIRO; 
or  the  Introduction  of  Christianity 
(Roman  Catholicism)  in  Japan. 


TRANSLATED  AND  ABRIDGED  BY  G.  K.  DIENST. 


[The  chapters  now  given  to  the  public  in  English  were 
translatedfrom  the  French  into  Japanese,  and  are  said 
to  be  quite  a  true  account  of  that  very  interesting 
period  of  Japan's  history  covering  a  space  from  1534  (?) 
to  1551  a.d.  We  will  not  vouch  for  the  correct  spelling 
of  the  proper  names  taken  from  European  languages, 
for  the  original  is  not  in  our  possession,  neither  has  it 
been  possible  thus  far  tor  us  to  obtain  the  said  work 
We  take  the  Iiherty  to  omit  such  matter  as  is  uninterest- 
ing, or  useless  to  the  general  public,  and  indulge  the 
hope  that  these  few  chapters  may  increase  our  know- 
ledge of  religious  work  in  days  gone  by,  in  this  land  of 
the  Rising  Sun.— G.E.D.] 

I. 

U  is  stated  that  the  Islands  of  Japan  were  dis 
covered  in  the  third  year  of  Tenbun  or  about  1534. 1 
It  is  said  that  three  Portuguese  merchants, 
anxious  for  trade  with  the  East,  set  sail  for  China, 
but  on  the  way  encountered  severe  tempests  and 
adverse  winds  and  were  driven  on  the  Japanese 
coast,  landing  at  Kagoshima. 

They  opened  negotiations  for  commerce  with 
Japan,  when  they  were  called  upon  by  a  young 
man  named  Anjiro.  This  young  man  was  about 
35  years  old,  and  possessing  much  property  was 
said  to  be  very  wealthy. 

He  was  very  licentious  in  his  youth,  which,  as 
he  grew  older,  caused  deep  repentance  and  much 
trouble  of  heatt.  He  went  to  some  Buddhist 
priests,  slated  the  condition  of  his  heart,  and  beg- 
ged for  peace  of  conscience.  But  the  answer  of 
the  priests  did  not  satisfy  him,  and  having  no 
knowledge  of  Christianity  his  condition  remained 
the  same.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  met  one  of 
the  Portuguese  merchants  to  whom  he  opened  his 
burdened  heart.  This  merchant  was  not  only  a 
man  bent  upon  commercial  gain,  but  also  ac- 
quainted with  Christianity  (Roman  Catholicism), 
and  anxious  to  assist  Anjiro.  He  said,  "  I  know 
a  saint  in  India,  a  very  learned  and  generous  per- 
son. He  teaches  the  way  of  peace.  If  you  have 
any  occasion  to  visit  India,  it  will  not  be  difficult 
to  see  him  and  taught  by  him.  The  person  of 
whom  I  speak  is  Francis  Xavier,  who  will  be  very 
glad  to  see  you  and  relieve  you  of  your  present 
difficulties." 

But  the  way  to  India  is  very  far,  and  the  hidden 
rocks  and  frequent  tempests  make  sailing  difficult. 
For  this  reason  Anjiro  almost  relinquished  his  de- 
sire to  visit  India,  when  a  sad  accident  happened. 
During  an  altercation  with  a  fellow  man  he  killed 
his  opponent  and  was  compelled  to  flee  for  refuge, 
which  refuge  he  found  in  a  Portuguese  ship,  and 
having  gone  thus  far  he  resolved  to  visit  India. 

A  Portuguese  merchant,  Alvarez  by  name, 
advised  Anjiro  to  go  to  India  and  promised  to 
assist  him  in  getting  there,  but  was  on  account  of 
business,  unable  to  accompany  him  ;  but  sent  him, 
with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  another  ship,  by 
which  he  could  reach  India. 

(Two  men,  named  Alvarez,  brothers,  are  men- 
tioned in  the  account.  Ferdinand  Alvarez  is 
the  one  who  recommend  Anjiro,  to  go  to  India, 


'  This  has  been  denied  by  some  writers,  who  put  this  time  5 
or  6  years  later,  or  about  1540. 


and  George  Alvarez,  the  wealthier  of  the  two,  is 
the  one  in  whose  ship,  Anjito,  sailed,  and  who 
biought  hnn  safely  to  Malacca.) 

His  principal  object  was  to  meet  Xavier,  but  on 
at  living  at  Malacca  he  learned  this  was  impossible 
for  l tie  present,  as  Xavier  was  absent  at  Man  ick(?) 
What  was  his  chagi  in  at  thus  failing  to  realize  the 
object  of  his  fondest  hope  !  He  desired  to  tarry 
awhile  at  Malacca  for  rest,  but  this  was  in  vain. 
The  captain  of  the  ship  pursuaded  him  to  return, 
which  Anjiro,  in  deep  sorrow,  consented  to  do  on 
condition  that  he  might  visit  or  pass  through  a 
part  of  China.  He  stalled,  but  unfortunately  was 
ovei  taken  by  a  fierce  tempest,  the  ship  was  almost 
wrecked,  and  for  four  days  was  driven  hither  and 
1  hither  by  the  restless  tides  of  an  angry  ocean. 
At  last  they  were  driven  back  to  a  port  in  China. 
This,  it  is  said,  was  the  will  of  God,  but  Anjiro, 
instead  of  finding  himself  in  his  own  land  was  as 
far  away  as  ever,  and  his  sorrow  became  ex- 
tremely great.  At  this  place  Anjiro  again  met 
Alvarez,  who  was  going  to  Malacca  and  this  af- 
forded him  some  peace.  Alvarez  censured  Anjiro 
for  his  hasty  temper  in  not  wailing  the  return  of 
the  saint,  and  pursuaded  him  to  return  again  to 
land.  Anjiro  knew  not  what  to  do,  but  thought 
that  if  heieturned  to  Japan  he  would  forfeit  his 
'ife,  and  thus  consented  to  go  again  to  Malacca. 

When  he  landed  he  met  George  Alvarez  who 
said,  "Saint  Xavier  has  already  returned  and  is 
at  present  in  the  Church."  Anjiro,  with  a  feeling 
akin  to  that  of  a  patient  towards  a  good  doctor, 
went  immediately  to  the  Church  to  meet  him. 
Xavier  was  in  the  pulpit  in  the  midst  of  his  sermon 
when  he  arrived.  As  soon  as  the  services  closed, 
he  ran  to  Xavier  and  told  him  his  desires  and  the 
reason  why  he  had  ventured  on  and  endured 
such  long  voyages  and  sufferings. 

Xavier  rejoiced  and  said,  "  Before  my  Lord 
sends  me  to  Japan  he  gives  me  this  man  as  a 
messenger."  He  treated  Anjiro  kindly  and  pro- 
mised to  show  him  the  way  to  peace. 

Anjiro  understood  a  little  Portugese  and  rejoiced 
greatly  at  what  Xavier  had  said,  and  resolved  to 
follow  and  obey  this  saint.  Whenever  he  con- 
versed with  the  saint  he  spoke  of  the  Japanese, 
their  customs,  habits, .manners,  their  character  and 
their  religion.  The  saint  was  delighted  with  this 
information  and  said  to  Anjiro,  "  Unless  you 
recognize  the  true  God,  and  believe  in  Him,  your 
desire  for  peace  can  not  be  attained,  and  your 
sufferings  will  continue  to  the  end  of  life.  Unless 
you  embrace  Catholicism  and  obey  its  law,  your 
soul  will  be  in  constant  torment  and  for  you  there 
will  be  no  peace." 

Anjiro  had  already  been  taught  some  of  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity  (Catholicism)  by  the 
captain  of  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed,  and  re- 
quested Xavier  to  baptize  him  soon.  But  to  this 
Xav  ier  did  not  consent  and  said,  "  If  a  Japanese 
wants  to  become  a  Christian  he  must  go  to  the 
capital  of  India  and  see  the  bishop,  John  Dalbgelp, 
from  whom  he  may  receive  careful  instruction  and 
a  clear  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  So  go  to  the 
Capital,  Goa,  where  you  must  study  Oajiru(?), 
where  I  will  meet  you  again." 

Anjiro,  because  he  had  promised  the  saint  prior 
to  this  that  he  would  obey  his  commands,  what- 
ever they  might  be,  accepted  this  command  and 
went  accordingly. 

The  saint  entrusted  Anjiro  to  his  friend,  George 
Alvarez,  who  was  going  to  Goa,  and  gave  him  a 
letter  to  Rektate,  asking  him  to  care  for  Anjiro 
and  his  two  followers. 

Anjiro  arrived  at  Goa  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1548,  and  was  soon  baptized  by  the  kind  advice  of 
the  saint. 

This  sacred  ceremony  took  place  in  the  magni- 
ficent church  of  Goa  on  the  clay  of  Pentecost, 
Anjiro  continued  the  study  of  Christianity  in  the 
Jesuit  church  called  Paul  Santfore  (St.  Paul),  and 
therefore  requested  that  his  name  also  be  Paul 
Santfore.  Anjiro,  by  the  baptism  of  the  sacred 
water,  was  regenerated  and  received  peace  of 
heart.  His  joy  and  his  freedom  from  sin  was 
clearly  manifested  in  a  letter  to  Ignatius  Loyola, 
the  founder  of  Jesuitism  there.  This  letter— to 
which  Xavier  seems  to  have  made  frequent  men- 
tion— was  dated  November  29th,  1548.  Anjiro 
was  very  clever,  quick  witted,  and  active  in  all  he 
did.  He  was  also  very  determined  and  thorough, 
as  it  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  mastered  the  Latin 
language  in  a  short  time  so  that  he  could  both  read 
and  write  it  intelligently.  He  recited  the  whole 
Gospel  of  Matthew,  and  afterward  translated  it  into 
Japanese. 

One  day  Saint  Xavier  asked  Paul  Anjiro  whether 
the  preaching  of  Catholicism  might  or  might  not 
be  successful  in  Japan.  He  answered,  "  My 
country-men  may  not  very  readily  accept  what 
others  say,  you  must  first  make  them  understand 
the  doctrine  thoroughly  and  permit  them  to  ask 
questions  about  it.  They  will  carefully  watch  the 
character  and  deportment  of  the  preacher  to  see 
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if  his  conduct  and  preaching  correspond.  It  lias 
already  been  said  by  some  that,  perchance  a  purer 
and  truer  religion  than  the  national  religion  will 
enter  Japan. 

At  another  time,  who  Hie  Saint  was  con  versing 
with  Paul  Anjiro  he  said.  "The  letters  of  the 
Greek,  Latin  and  other  European  languages  ate 
written  from  left  to  right  and  the  Hebrew  from 
right  to  left  ;  hut  the  Japanese  write  the.r  letters 
from  above  downwards  like  so  many  parallel 
standing  pillars.  Why  is  it  that  the.r  form  so 
differs  from  other  countries?" 

Paul  answered.  "  When  our  Creator  created  the 
human  body,  he  placed  his  head  above  and  his 
feet  below.  Such  is  the  style  of  our  letter- 
characters.  Their  beginning  is  like  the  head  of  a 
man  and  their  end  like  his  feet  This  is  a  true 
and  a  natural  way,  therefore  the  letters  of  the 
Europeans  are  unnatural." 

The  saint  admired  his  wit  and  genius.  He 
again  asked.  'What  do  you  think  of  the  mystery 
of  your  comfort  and  peace  obtained  in  bel.ev.ng 
the  docl.ine  of  Christianity?;"  .Paul  replied 
This  comfort  comes  from  believing  in  the  put 
ferings  of  Ch.ist,  the  Redeemer,  the  confession 
of  my  sins  and  partaking  of  the  divine (nature) 
which  benefits  and  gives  peace."  Xavier  noted 
his  Zealand  perceived  that  he  was  able  to  begin 
the  study  of  the  Ethics  of  Igias.  He  ordered  the 
superintendent,  Casimid  Tray,  to  teach  h.m ^  re- 
gularly the  laws  given  in  the  book  of  Igias  which 
was  allowed  by  the  Pope,  and  requested  Paul 
to  meditate  much. 

Paul  remained  at  this  place  six  months  after  lus 
baptism,  and  did  what  the  saint  commanded  h.m 
to  do  He  was  at  one  lime  in  meditation  tor 
thirty  days,  regularly  four  times  a  day  and  once 
every  night  (the  length  of  time  spent  in  these 
periods  of  meditation  is  not  stated). 

In  these  hours  of  meditation  he  perceived  the 
grace  and  light  of  God  by  which  the  dim  clouds  of 
doubt  were  made  to  vanish  away.  He  further  per- 
ceived the  pleasures  of  Paradise  in  the  k.ngdomof 
heaven.  He  deeply  felt  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ 
towards  him,  who  endured  the  pain  of  the  crucifix- 
ion  of  the  cross,  and  who  saved  him  out  of  his 
heretic  belief.  He  himself  resolved  to  sacrifice  his 
life  as  a  ma.tyrfor  Christ.  While  he  was  thus 
meditating,  he  sometimes  exclaimed  loud  y.  Ah  ! 
if  I  could  die  for  my  heavenly  king  I  would  be  most 
blessed.  O  pitiful  Japanese  1  _  I  am  grieved  that 
you  do  not  know  the  true  God." 

Xavier  observed  the  rapidity  with  which  Paul's 
faith  advanced  and  the  grace  he  received  during 
his  meditations.  He  believed  that  the  Japanese 
people  would  more  readily  believe  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity  than  other  nations,  and  therefore 
resolved  to  preach  in  Japan.  The  desire  to  preach 
in  Japan  was  augmented  by  the  statements  of 
Paul  concerning  the  mildness  and  gentleness  of 
the  Japanese,  which  statements  were  confirmed  by 
thePortugese  merchants,  who  also  said  that  the 
Japanese  were  kind,  sincere,  polite,  faithful,  and 
especially  inclined  to  hear  the  doctrine  of  the 
Heavenly  King. 

ii. 

The  statements  of  Paul  and  the  merchants  caused 
Xavier  to  rejoice  greatly  and  take  courage.  In 
order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  was  God  s  will 
lhat  he  should  go  to  Japan,  he  made  the  matter  a 
subject  of  intense  and  unceasing  prayer,  during 
which  time  he  passed  through  much  suffering.  At 
last  he  clearlyunderstood  that'll  was  God  s  will  that 
he  should  go.  In  a  letter  to  Igias  at  Rome,  written 
at  (ioa,  dated  June  22,  1549.  ,le  savs>  "  1  find  1,0 
special  work  in  this  land  at  present.  I  have  prayed 
long  to  know  of  another  place  where  work  is  neces- 
sary and  in  answer  to  my  prayer,  I  perceive  that 
it  is  God's  will  that  I  go  to  Japan.    I  have  heard 
from  a  Japanese  who  has  recently  come  to  our 
church  that  there  is  no  good  teacher  (preacher)  In 
that  country  and  this  has  greatly  increased  my 
desire  to  go  there.    This  Japanese  studied  Poitu 
guese  and  understood  it  quite  thoroughly  ill  eight 
months.    He  can  both  read  and  write  and  is  able 
to  understand  our  doctrine.    He  is  undoubtedly  a 
genius  and  what  he  says  must  be  true.  So  it  is  my 
purpose  to  set  sail  for  that  land  and  lead  those 
ignorant  people  to  righteousness,  and  work  by  the 
gracious  guidance  of  my  God.    When  I  get  there 
I  will  look  for  its  Unive.sity,3  and  try  to  obtain 
admittance  through  the  Emperor." 

Again,  in  a  later  letter  to  the  same  friend  he 
says  "  I  nave  ,or  a  ,onK  lime  des,ied  10  sal1 
for  l'apan  ;  but  as  yet  have  set  no  time  for  depar- 
ture. Recently  I  received  a  call  from  God  to 
sail  to  that  land  and  woikas  a  preacher.  I  will 
go  If  I  do  not  I  will  be  guilty  of  disobedience  lo 
the  will  of  my  God."    "  This,"  says  the  author, 


*  It  is  difficult  to  know  what  is  meant  by  this  expression, 
except  in  this  that,  Anjiro  had  spoken  to  him  of  a  "'"versity 
which  is  not  mentioned  in  any  work  in  the  hands  of  the 
Translator. 


clearly  shows  that  his  going  to  Japan  was  by  the 
will  of  God  only."  .  , 

When  he  stated  his  determination  about  going 
to  Japan  to  his  friends,  they  reproved  him  and  said, 
»  It  is  unreasonable  lhat  you  should  not  consider 
the  people  lhat  you  have  instructed  and  led  so 
long,  and  go  to  teach  other  nations.  Moreover, 
if  you  stop  your  work  when  only  half  done  its  sue 
cess  is  not  assured  and  all  is  in  vain  to  you.     I  he 
believers  in  this  land  will  lose  the.r  "  base  o 
solidity."   If  you  depart  from  here,  heathen.sm  will 
tempt  and  deceive  those  who  have  come  to  us  by 
your  most  earnest  labour,  and  then  w.ll  aga.n  be  led 
into  heathenism.    Your  desire  seems  intense  and 
it  is  very  good,  but  it  is  unreasonable.     If  you 
desire  to  convert  heathen  nations  it  is  needless  to 
seek  distant  countries.     It  is  no  easy  matter  to 
convert  the  people  around  Goa.      The  island,  of 
Ceylon  is  near.     If  you  have  success  ...  winning 
the  people  of  Nalsing  (?),  you  need  not  go  lo 
laoan     Take  the  example  of  the  sun  which  warms 
the  regions    around    and    then    gradually  goes 
further      The  Chinese  are  at  enmity  with  Hie 
Portuguese.    With  their  vessels  they  watch  against 
us  and  impede  our  progress.     Moreover,  pirates 
a,e  numerous  in  those  seas  and  often  plunder  the 
ships  and  kill  the  passengers.    The  distance  from 
Goa  to  lapan  is  great  and  the  Indian  ocean  is 
especially  dangerous.     Many  wrecks  have  oc 
cured  by  frequent  tempests  and  by  being  dashed 
upon  the  hidden  rocks,  which  are  numerous.     1  he 
majority  of  the  voyagers  have  lost  the.r  lives,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  reach  that  land  without  Divine 
assistance.     The  Saint  is  very  much  needed  ... 
the  new  world,  but  is  also  precious  to  us.  Al- 
though   you  might  reach  the  hoped-for  land  its 
language  can  never  be  understood,  the  people  are 
very  haughty,  and  your  success  seems  to  us  im- 
possible.   If  ihere  are  any  Portuges  in  Japan  who 
have  any  power,  you  may  possibly  gel  some  aid, 
but  there  are  no  Portuguese  who  ate  intimate  with 
the  Japanese,  and  thai  haughty  people  will  look 
upon  you  and  treat  you  as  a  beggar,  never  think- 
ing thai  you  area  preacher  or  a  moralist.  We 
have  never  known  of  any  one  who  has  succeeded 
in  converting  a  heathen  people  to  Christianity, 
awaking  them  from  their  slumber  and  darkness, 
alone     You  must  have  help.    Audit  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  pursuade  the  Japanese  to 
worship  Him  who  was  crucified  on  the  Cross,  a 
thing  upon  which  they  look  as  the  punishment  of 
the  vilest  sinner. 

But  more,  even  though  you  pursuade  some  to 
become  believers  in  Japan,  it  is  impossible  for  one 
man  to  preach  to  multitudes,  cause  them  to  repent 
and  confess  their  sins,  and  baptize  them.  1  hough 
vou  raze  Buddhism  by  our  doctrine,  they  may 
become  envious  and  attack  you,  in  which  event 
vou  would  be  in  a  sad  predicament,  for  Japan  is 
an  island  distantfrom  the  continent,  and  there  is  no 
way  of  escape.  If  the  whole  of  Japan  .s  to  be  Chris- 
tianized  we  must  have  more  men  lo  preach  and 
teach  in  Japan.  In  Europe,  at  present,  there  are 
few  who  could  supply  India,  and  of  course  it  may 
be  impossible  to  send  them  up  to  Japan.' 

After  thus  expressing  themselves,  some  of  the 
Portuguese  stood  up  and  said  :— «•  Our  happiness, 
and  the  happiness  of  our  families,  as  well  as  same 
of  the  Indians  simply  depends  upon  you  and  your 
nresence  here.  Be  merciful,  therefore,  and  remain 
with  us  The  people  of  this  land  are  favourably 
disposed  to  Christianity  and  your  work  here  is 
hopeful  If  you  leave  a  country  so  hopeful  for 
one  where  success  is  doubtful,  it  is  of  no  benefit  to 
you,  saying  nothing  of  the  danger  to  your  life 
which  you  incur." 

Xavier    listened    in    deep  silence  to  what  his 
friends  said,  and  thanked   them  for  their  great 
love  and  friendship  toward  him.    Continuing  he 
said  —Men  and  dearest  friends,  not  that  1  like  to 
depart  from  you  ;  but  it  is  clear  to  me  that  1  am 
Divinely  appointed  to  work  in  Japan.    I  must 
obey     If  I  disobey  my  heavenly  Father    my  sins 
are  greater  than  that  of  the  unbelieving  Japanese  ; 
and  if  the  Japanese  continue  in  darkness  and 
ignorance  of  the  tine  God  for  a  century  or  two 
the  penalty  is  laid  upon  my  head.     If  I  stand 
firm  and  do  the  will  of  God  what  can  prevent  me  ? 
On  land  or  sea,  among  pirates  or  savages,  who 
can  hinder  those  who  do  the  will  of  God  and  work 
righteousness ?    If  we  are  guided  by  God  nothing 
can  obstruct  our  way,  and  though  the  tempests 
and  billows  rage  never  so  furiously,  there  is  no 
need  to  fear.  My  only  fear  is  to  be  guilty  of  doub  - 
ing  the  commands  of  God  and  His  guidance.  If 
I  accomplish,  with  all  my  power  and  soul,  that 
which  I  am  commanded  to  do,  I  shall  not  hesitate 
to  sacrifice  my  life.    Since  the  Lord  has  appointed 
me  to  Japan,  if  by  my  negligence  or  by  my  diso- 
bedience the  Japanese  end  in  ignorance  of  the  true 
light  of  Christianity,  how  great  will  be  my  sin, 
and    how   can    I   be  a  Hue  child  of  God?     If  I 
obeyed  otheis  (you)  I  would  be  like  Jonah  who 
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fled  to  Tarsus,  instead  of  to  Nineveh,  in  disobedi- 
ence to  God." 

"  You  have  told  me  that  it  is  unprofitable  to  seek 
the  hopeless  by  casting  off  the  hopeful.    Bui  it 
seems  lo  me  that  there  is  no  greater  wisdom  than 
the  command  of  God.    True  wisdom  is  to  obey 
God.    All  things  can  not  be  done  without  Divine 
Assistance.8    Will  my  Lord  protect  those  who 
disobey  his  will?    If  I,  in  like  manner,  stay  any 
longer  in  India  against  the  commands  of  God  my 
work  will  surely  fail.  Though  I  may  labour  with  all 
my  might  it  will  be  impossible  lo  convert  the  people. 
It  is  not  a  proper  thing  for  clergymen  lo  chose 
their  own  field  of  labour.    Their  service  belongs 
to  the  heavenly  King.    If  it  is  not  profitable  for 
me  to  leave  this  land,  India,  as  my  friends  tell  me, 
would  you  call  the  Apostles  of  Christ  fools  because 
they  left  the  land  of  Judea  to  preach  in  the  regions 
beyond  ?    I  neither  think  nor  believe  that1  I  am  so 
important  in  this  land.    Man  was  created  by  God 
to  do  His  will.    Human  .service  appointed  by  God 
is  thehappiestof  all.  No  man  can  help  God.  Man's 
ability  is  given  him  from  God.    We  do  not  know 
but  God  might  call  efficient  clergymen  even  from 
barbarians.    You  have  no  cause  to  feel  a  deficiency 
of  teachers.    At  present  there  are  several  Francis- 
can and  Dominican  teachers  in   this  land.    I  also 
hear  that  some  teachers  have  left  Europe  for  this 
country.   They  will  succeed  even  though  I  may  be 
absent.    Do  not,  therefore,  complain  of  a  defici- 
ency of  teachers.    Even  after  arriving  in  Japan, 
I  will   not  forget  this  church  and  its  control,1 
but  will  write  letters  and  make  suggestions  as 
soon  as  I  see  the  need  for  such.    You  told  me 
also  that  it  is  impossible  to  teach  and  extend 
the  Gospel  in  Japan  without  the  aid  of  others. 
This  we  can  not  tell  nor  know.    This  God  alone, 
who  sends  me  to  Japan,  knows.    There  is  nothing 
which  God  can  not  do.    He  is  omnipotent,  and 
even  one  man  may  accomplish  much  if  he  obeys 
His  will.    Once  God  appointed  twelve  fishermen 
to  preach  throughout    the  whole  world.  Then 
why  is  not  one  man  able  to  convert   a  single 
nation  ?    Of  course  when  I  compare  the  work  these 
twelve  did  with  what  I  have  to  do,  mine  is  much 
easier.    If  these  twelve  had  woiked  with  their  own 
knowledge  simply,  how  could  they  have  preached 
with  such  success?  How  could  they  convert  a  whole 
wo. Id  to  Christianity?    The  church  is  not  erected 
nor  established  by  human  power.  We  must  recog- 
nise the  church  as  the  temple  built  by  the  authority 
of  God.    The  reason  why  Portuguese  merchants 
sailed  to  Japan  through  much  suffering,  through 
tempests,  among  pirates  and  over  hidden  rocks  was 
for  the  pu.  pose  of  wor  ldly  gain  and  lo  gratify  their 
lust  for  wealth.    But  my  purpose  in  going  to  Japan 
is  to  awaken  the  wandering  people  from  darkness 
to  light  by  preaching  Christianity.    I  dare  not 
hesitate  because  of  possible  suffering.    You  call 
me  a  fool  instead  of  the  Portuguese  merchants  who 
went  to  that  heathen  and  barbarous  land  to  obtain 
wealth,  which  they  send  back  to  their  homes  in 
Europe,  while  I  go  to  Japan  to  acquire  an  eternal 
treasure  reserved  in  heaven  for  me,  and  for  all 
those  who  believe.   My  friends,  it  is  in  vain  to  pre- 
vent  my  going.    I  have  resolved  to  sacrifice  myself 
for  my  Redeemer  who  has  died  for  me.    My  only 
desire  was  to  present  to  you  the  work  I  intend  to 
do  in  Japan." 

His  friends,  perceiving  the  firmness  of  his  reso- 
lution said  nothing  more,,  and  concluded  that  it 
was  all  of  God.  .  . 

Xavier  at  once  began  preparations  for  his  jour- 
ney regatdless  of  the  sufferings  that  awaited  him. 
He  again  wrote  to  Igias,  "  My  voyage  at  this  time 
is  most  dangerous.  If  we  depart  with  four  ships 
and  only  two  arrive  sahsly  we  shall  consider  it  most 
fortunate.  But  oh  wha  t  a  joy  I  feel  at  the  prospect 
of  crossing  this  long  and  perilous  ocean.  I  shall 
neither  fear  nor  refrain  from  the  sufferings  this 
voyage  may  inflict.  For  I  have  ceitainly  received 
the  witness  from  God  that,  if  I  once  preach  our 
doctrine  in  Japan,  I  shall  meet  with  wonderful 

success."  ,  ,.,£?• 

In  another  letter  t;o  his  intimate  friend  isimon 
Rodorikof,  he  write  s  :  "  There  is  a  report  saying 
that  ships  coming  from  Malacca  are  manned  by 
soldiers  in  Chinese  iports  preparatory  to  making 
war  upon  the  Portug  uese.  But  as  I  find  my  great- 
est pleasure  in  working  and  suffering  for  Chi  1st, 
I  shall  not  delay  my  going  to  Japan."  He  then 
started  for  Japan  wkh  many  firm  resolutions. 

Xavier  knowing  that  the  voyage  before  him  was 
long  and  his  future  uncertain,  arranged  all  his 
matters  before  starting,  anticipating  the  probabili- 
ty of  never  returning.  He  entrusted  all  his  church 
affairs  to  Gasper  Bailey,  which  may  be  read  in  the 
life  of  Gasper.  After  all  things  were  ready  he  went 
in  a  small  boat  from  Goa  to  Malacca,  from  whence 
ho  took  a  larger  ship  to  Kiushiu.  Many  of  his 
parishioners  desired  to  accompany  him  to  Japan, 
some  with  tears.    Xavier  comforted  them  by  say- 


■  No  great  or  good  thing  ca  n  be  done  without  divine  assistance. 
*  Government. 
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•  "K  : — "This  voyage  of  mine  is  simply  to  inspect 
Japan,  and  if  there  is  success,  as  I  hope,  I  will  call 
on  you  again.  Therefore,  he  patient  and  assist 
each  other  to  beai  the  burden  now  laid  upon  yon." 

ill. 

De  Tray  was  a  Spanish  teacher,  and  was  noted 
foi  his  great  genius  and  ability.  He  was  once  an 
assistant  of  the  high  piiest  at  Goa.  Afterwatds 
becoming  a  pupil  of  Xavier,  he  desired  to  become 
a  missionary.  Xavier  was  accompanied  on  this 
voyage  by  this  Mr.  Tray  and  one  named  John 
Fe  rnandez,  which  three  bravely  started  for  the 
conversion  of  Japan.  At  Malacca  they  were  joined 
by  Alphonse  Castor,  the  lamous  martyr,  and 
another,  named  Emmanuel  Molares,  but  these  two 
were,  after  some  deliberation,  sent  to  another 
place,  while  Xavier,  accompanied  by  Paul  Anjiro 
and  his  two  friends,  began  their  voyage  to  Japan. 

Xa  vier  bade  farewell  to  his  friends  and  pari- 
shioners and  was  soon  on  his  way  to  his  new  field 
of  labour.  When  they  approached  the  island  of 
Sumatra  they  were  suddenly  ovei  taken  by  a 
typhoon  and  soon  found  themselves  in  the  midst 
of  a  terrible  sea.  Two  boats  lashed  to  the  stem 
of  the  ship'  were  torn  to  pieces  and  lost.  The 
ship  was  heavily  laden  with  freight  and  the 
Captain  feared  they  would  be  wrecked.  He  gave 
ordeis  to  cast  some  of  the  freight  overboard,  but 
Xavier  looking  on  said,  "  Wait  a  while,  the  tem- 
pest will  soon  be  over,  and  our  ship  will  surely 
arrive  safely  in  harbour  this  evening.  It  is 
needless  to  cast  the  freight  overboard."  As  he 
had  said,  the  ship  was  driven  safely  into  the 
harbour  of  Malacca,  from   whence  they  started. 

(The  accounts  as  given  in  the  original  seem  inexplicable, 
for  it  states  that  they  had  been  on  their  voyage  five  weeks 
when  overtaken  by  the  storm,  and  yet  driven  back  in  one 
evening.  There  is  evidently  a  mistake  in  the  time,  but  as 
they  begin  their  voyage  again  from  Malacca  we  shall  be 
content  to  leave  them  their  for  the  present.) 

At  this  place  Xavier  received  a  very  encourag- 
ing report  from  a  Portuguese  merchant  who  had 
been  in  Japan.  The  report  states  that  a  territorial 
lord  desired  to  know  about  Christianity  and  re- 
quested that  a  teacher  be  sent  him.  The  reason 
why  this  lord  came  to  be  interested  in  Christianity 
was  as  follows.  Once  upon  a  time  when  the  Por- 
tuguese merchants  came  to  Japan,  the  lord  of  that 
province  commanded  them  to  live  in  a  ruined 
house  long  since  uninhabited  because  there  was  a 
monster  therein  which  did  much  mischief.  The 
Portuguese  knew  nothing  of  this.  In  the  midst  of 
the  night  the  walls  and  the  furniture  of  the  house 
began  to  shake  furiously,  and  make  a  fearful  noise. 
Something  unseen  pulled  their  beds.  They  were 
greatly  amazed,  when  suddenly  their  seivant 
rushed  into  their  room  screening  at  the  top  of  his 
voice,  but  immediately  returned  to  his  own  room. 
Being  exceedingly  frightened,  they  each  buckeled 
on  their  armour  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
tumult.  On  entering  the  servant's  room  they  saw 
him  lying  on  the  ground,  helpless  and  pale  from 
fright.  They  asked,  "  What  is  the  matter  ?"  He 
replied  that  he  saw  a  ghost,  very  terrible.  Now 
the  servant  being  an  uptight  man  they  did  not 
doubt  his  word  ;  but  at  once  concluded  that  there 
was  a  monster  in  the  house.  They  immediately 
thought  that,  in  order  to  escape  harm  and  drive 
this  monster  from  their  home,  they  must  do  it  by 
faith  and  the  assistance  of  their  religion.  So  they 
placed  crosses  everywhere  in  the  house  and  out- 
side of  it,  even  in  the  corner  of  the  fence.  From 
that  time  on  they  heard  no  repetition  of  that  sound 
and  felt  no  injury. 

On  the  following  morning  the  men  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood came  to  visit  them  and  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  the  house.  The  Portugese  told  them 
all  things  which  had  happened  during  the  night, 
and  continuing  said  : — "  We  know  a  way  by  which 
such  devils  may  be  expelled  from  the  house.  If 
you  will  wait  a  while  you  will  see  the  truth  of  what 
we  say."  After  waiting  several  days  and  seeing 
no  repetition  of  the  former  difficulties  they  believed 
what  the  merchants  told  them.  The  lord  im- 
mediately called  these  Portuguese  to  his  house  and 
enquired  of  them  the  means  by  which  they  escaped 
the  injury  of  the  monster,  and  in  what  manner 
they  expelled  him  from  the  house.  They  answered 
that,  these  monsters  are  devils  which  can  be  driven 
away  by  the  glory  (strength)  of  our  religion.  In 
this  connection  they  argued  that  human  redemp- 
tion was  the  principal  point  of  their  doctrine,  and 
urged  the  necessity  of  accepting  Christianity. 
The  lord  was  exceedingly  fascinated  by  them  and 
commanded  that  crosses  to  be  erected  in  many 
places.  He  also  desired  to  study  this  doctrine 
from  renowned  teachers.  When  Xavier  heard 
this  report  he  was  reassured  that  God  had  chosen 
him  for  Japan,  and  since  the  banner  of  victory 
already  waved  over  Japan,  his  success  in  these  is- 
lands was  secure. 

At  that  time  there  were  many  Portugese  vessels 
in  Malacca.    The  captains  of  these  ships  desired  j 


X.iviei  to  accompany  them  to  Japan,  for  they  knew 
that  with  him  their  voyage  would  be  sale.  Hut 
unfortunately  for  Xavier  these  vessels  wee  1:  to  spend 
the  winter  in  Chinese  port*,  wheieas  Xavier  wanted 
to  sail  diieclly  lor  Japan.  On  this  account  he  was 
compelled  to  take  passage  on  bo, ml  a  Chinese 
ship,  the  captain  of  which  was  a  pirate  though 
Xavier  did  not  know  it  at  the  time  he  secured  his 
passage.  The  governor  of  Malacca,  Peter  Da  Silva 
demanded  a  bond  from  the  Chinese  to  the  effect 
that  lie  would  surely  take  Xavier  safely  to  Japan. 
This  vessel  set  sail  on  the  evening  of  the  241I1  of 
June  in  a  very  propitious  breeze.  When  cleai 
of  the  poil,  the  captain,  instead  of  taking  the 
direct  route,  went  out  of  his  way  and  often  instead 
of  proceeding  on  his  voyage  went  hither  and  thi- 
ther,  cleaily  indicating  that  he  had  no  intention 
of  sailing  to  Japan.  Xavier  saw  this  and  was 
very  much  pained.  The  captain's  name  was  Ni- 
shida.  (This  would  indicate  that  the  captain  was 
a  Japanese.) 

The  captain  also,  when  out  at  sea,  placed  idols 
on  the  stem  of  the  ship  to  which  he  offered  gifts, 
and  before  which  he  burned  incense,  and  with 
his  sailers  worshiped.  They  chose  the  direction 
in  which  they  were  to  sail  by  lot.  Xavier  seeing 
this,  warned  them  not  to  worship  those  idols  by 
such  means,  but  they  would  not  hear  him  and 
there  arose  contention  among  themselves. 

When  about  100  miles  distant  from  Malacca 
they  anchored  at  a  small  island.  Here  they  pur- 
chased timber  and  other  materials  to  prepare  for 
a  possible  wreck.  The  captain  again  asked  his 
idols  whether  or  not  he  would  arrive  safely  in 
Japan.  The  answer  was  that,  if  he  went  to  Japan, 
he  would  never  return.  The  captain  was  in  great 
fear  and  resolved  to  spend  the  winter  in  China, 
and  changing  his  way  he  rambled  about  the  is- 
lands along  the  coast  spending  his  days  in  vain. 
Xavier  seeing  all  this  disliked  to  have  the  people 
worship  those  idols  and  prayed  : — "  I  do  not  like 
to  see  these  men  worship  their  heathen  gods.  Give 
me  power  to  influence  them  to  turn  from  the  wor- 
ship of  their  gods.  Weaken  lhe  power  of  these 
idols  until  they  will  influence  these  nations  no 
more." 

Itis  said  that  these  heathen  gods  were  afraid  to 
have  Xavier  work  against  them  and  tried  to  kill 
him  by  various  means.  If  Xavier  were  not 
Divinely  protected  he  would  certainly  be  lost.  The 
heathen  gods  caused  a  great  tempest  to  come  upon 
the  ship  when  they  were  off  the  coast  of  Cochin 
China.  The  billows  were  high  and  dashed  against 
the  ship  with  fury,  tossing  things  to  and  fro,  and 
almost  overturning  the  vessel.  The  sailors  were 
compelled  to  draw  water  constantly  from  the  hold 
of  the  ship  to  keep  it  from  sinking.  The  Chinese 
who  accompanied  Xavier  fell  into  one  of  the  holds 
and  was  almost  drowned. 

The  tempest  raged  with  tremendous  force.  The 
captain  again  offered  sacrifice  and  burned  fowls 
before  the  idols.  Xavier  cautioned  him  to  worship 
these  gods  no  more,  and  pointed  to  him  the  vanity 
of  such  worship  and  sacrifice,  and  entreated  him 
to  worship  the  true  God;  for  if  he  did  not  the 
wrath  of  God  would  be  increased  towards  him. 
The  captain,  however,  stood  firm  in  his  faith, 
became  furious  against  Xavier  and  threatened  to 
throw  him  into  the  sea.  In  the  meantime  a  strong 
gale  of  wind  struck  the  ship  and  carried  the 
captain's  wife  overboard.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  save  her,  but  it  was  impossible  and  she  sank 
into  the  depths  of  the  sea. 

The  captain  meeting  with  such  misfortune 
almost  lost  his  senses,  and  wept  almost  day  and 
night,  regardless  of  the  safety  of  his  own  ship, 
which  ran  into  danger  more  and  more.  The 
state  of  confusion  at  this  time  on  board  ship  is 
cleaily  stated  in  a  letter  of  Xavier.  "  After  the 
captain  had  wept  a  long  time  at  the  death  of  his 
wife,  he  again  offered  sacrifices  to  the  idols  and 
asked  the  cause  of  bis  misfortune.  The  gods 
answered  : — If  the  Chinese  who  fell  into  the  hold 
of  the  ship  had  been  drowned,  your  wife  would  not 
have  fallen  overboard,  for  it  was  necessary  that 
one  of  them  must  die.  Such  was  the  danger 
through  which  we  passed  under  the  anger 
of  the  heathen  gods.  Had  it  not  been  for  Divine 
predion  how  could  we  have  succeeded  in  safely 
reaching  Japan." 

The  sufferings  of  Xavier  at  this  time  seems  to 
have  been  caused  by  the  revenge  of  the  devil, 
because  of  the  work  Xavier  did  against  the  gods, 
and  his  influence  in  causing  so  many  heathen  to 
repent  of  their  sins,  and  believe  in  the  true  God, 
and  for  his  repeated  attacks  on  the  castle  of  Satan. 
In  a  continuation  of  the  preceeding  letter  he 
says  : — "  This  must  have  been  a  scheme  of  Satan 
to  upset  my  faith,  for  the  Lord  heard  my  prayer 
and  persecuted  Satan.  The  Lord  allows  (permits) 
Satan  to  do  evil  in  order  that  man  may  see  the 
wickedness  of  the  devil,  and  to  test  the  weakness, 
by  temptation,  of  the  human  soul.     And  in  case 


ol  well  trials  llie  Lord  always  given  us  the  means 
to  lesisl  the  devices  of  the  devil. 

In  the  mean  time  the  I  em  past  censed  and  lhe 
sea  became  calm.  The  captain  again  in. failed 
the  sails  and  with  a  fair  wind  set  sail  for  Canton, 

where  he  desired  to  spend  the  winter,  Xavier 

begged  bun  to  set  sail  lor  Japan,  but  the  captain 
being  furious  at  the  loss  of  his  wife  would  not 
lislen  to  Xavier's  enti  caties. 

The  ship  soon  arrived  at  a  small  inland  near 
Canton,  but  the  captain  again  changing  his  mind 
decided  to  spend  the  winter  in  Shanghai,  foi  he 
thought  that  the  time  for  his  voyage  to  Japan  was 
passed.  But  it  is  impossible  to  work  against  the 
will  of  God.  As  they  came  near  Shanghai,  about 
one  mile  distant,  they  met  a  ship  coming  from  lhe 
opposite  direction  which  told  of  pirates  and  oilier 
dangers  if  they  continued  in  then  course.  The 
captain  was  afraid  and  intended  to  retui  II,  but  the 
wind  was  contrary  and  he  was  compelled  to  sail 
towards  Japan. 

Thus  all  the  efforts  of  Satan  to  hinder  this  Saint 
weie  in  vain,  and  he  arrived  in  Japan,  June  15th, 
1549,  011  the  day  of  the  assumption  of  Maiy.  The 
fact  that  1  h is  ship  landed  at  Kagoshima,  we  must 
surely  admit,  was  all  under  the  guidance  and  pro- 
tection of  a  Divine  Providence,  says  the  Author. 
This  (Kagoshima)  is  Paul's  native  piovince  and 
it  was  a  very  convenient  place  for  Xavier  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  The  company  was  welcomed  to  the 
home  of  Paul  wheie  they  were  treated  with  the 
greatest  kindness. 

The  leport  of  the  arrival  of  Paul  and  the  Christ- 
ian teachers  soon  reached  the  ears  of  the  lord  of 
Salsuma.  This  lord  invited  Paul  to  his  home  and 
asked  many  questions  about  the  customs  and 
manners  and  the  strange  stoi  ies  about  the  people 
of  India.  He  welcomed  Paul  most  cordially, 
treated  him  most  kindly  and  listened  with  great 
interest  to  the  tales  he  told.  While  Paul  was  thus 
conversing  with  the  lord,  he  noticed  an  anxiety  to 
listen  to  the  doctiine  of  Christianity,  and  he 
said,  "This  time  I  have  come  to  Japan  will) 
European  teachers.  They  are  all  upright  and 
learned  men,  and  have  come  to  preach  the  doctrine 
of  the  true  God.  I  also  believe  in  this  religion, 
and  since  believing  I  have  found  peace,  which  is 
impossible  to  find  in  the  religion  of  the  Japan." 

The  lord's  desire  to  hear  this  doctrine  became  in- 
tense. Paul  talked  about  it,  and  tried  to  explain 
the  principles  of  this  doctiine  as  best  he  could. 
He  also  showed  him  the  picture  of  Mary,  the 
Savoir's  mother,  holding  Clu  ist  in  her  arms,  which 
picture  was  given  him  by  Xavier  that  he  might 
show  to  those  who  knew  nothing  of  Christianity. 
The  lord,  and  those  who  were  with  him,  admired 
this  picture  very  much,  and  bowing  before  it,  paid 
homage.  He  also  commanded  Paul  to  go  and 
show  this  picture  to  his  mother  who,  with  her  maid, 
kneeled  before  the  picture  and  gave  homage.  She 
asked  many  questions  about  this  divine  and 
glorious  mother  and  her  Son.  Paul  then  narrated 
to  her  the  life  of  Jesus,  at  which  the  mother  of  the 
lord  was  deeply  affected.  After  Paul  had  retired 
from  the  palace,  the  mothor  of  the  lord  sent  her 
servants  to  him  to  gel  a  copy  of  the  picture  and 
the  Bible,  but  there  was  no  one  in  Kagoshima  who 
could  draw  so  nice  a  picture,  Soon  after,  Paul 
presented  her  the  Bible,  translated  into  Japanese, 
together  with  Peter  and  other  books,  with  which 
the  mother  was  greatly  pleased. 

The  lord  hearing  from  Paul  the  virtues  of  Xavier 
desired  very  much  to  see  him.  Xavier  was  then 
admitted  to  the  palace,  with  Paul  as  his  interpreter. 
The  lord  received  him  with  greatest  reverence, 
and  he,  with  his  mother  and  all  those  in  the  palace, 
admired  Xavier's  courage  and  zeal.  Xavier  staled 
that  he  came  not  to  Japan  for  commercial  benefit, 
nor  for  worldly  treasuie,  but  to  give  to  man  eternal 
happiness  through  the  doctrine  of  the  tine  God 
which  he  preached.  The  lord  talked  with  iiim  till 
midnight,  cautioned  him  that  if  his  doctrine  was 
true  and  pure,  the  devils  might  endeavour  to  dis- 
turb the  piogress  of  Christianity  in  Japan  and 
destroy  all  his  precious  books.  He  told  him  to  be 
careful  and  avoid  the  harm  and  evil  attacks  of 
Satan.  Xavier  thanked  him  for  his  kindness  and 
at  the  same  time  asked  permission  to  preach  in  his 
provinces.  The  lord  immediately  gi anted  this  re- 
quest, and  giving  him  his  seal  and  card,  permitted 
Xavier  to  preach  and  the  people  to  believe. 

IV. 

Xavier  was  very  much  gratified  at  this  permis- 
sion to  preach,  and  began  at  once  with  his  com- 
rades, the  study  of  the  Japanese  language.  He  had 
already  leai  ued  a  little  from  Paul  while  in  India, 
but  was  not  able  to  speak  before  an  audience.  On 
his  arrival  in  Japan,  and  soon  after  being  so 
heartily  welcomed  by  the  lord  of  Satsuma,  lie 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  friend  in  India,  in  which  he 
says,  "  If  we  make  any  progress  in  learning 
Japanese,  our  work  in  the  future  will  be  very 
different  from  the  present.    We  are  now  like  one 
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Of  these  carved  idols,  which  can  neither  speak 
"or  answer  questions,  while  so  many  come  and 
everence  us  and  show  us  much  kindness.  1  have 
begun  like  a  school  boy  to  study  the  primary  pail 
of  the  language." 

While  Xavier  was  studying  Japanese,  Paul  d  d 
not  spend  his  days  in  vain.  He  diligently  taught 
and  led  into  Christianity  his  relatives  and  friends, 
and  soon  thereafter  baptized  them. 

Xavier's  progress  in  the  study  of  the  language 
was  very  rapid,  and  it  is  said  that  be  was  able,  in 
less  than  40  days,  to  translate  the  commentaries 
of  the  disciples  and  the  "  Lord's  commandments. 
It  is  also  said  that  within  a  few  days  he  began  to 
preach  to  large  audiences.  The  line  of  preaching 
he  adopted  was.  1st.— The  falsity  of  the  Japanese 
religion  which  is  based  upon  novels,  legends  and 
ancient  tales.  2nd— The  doctrines  and  com- 
mands of  the  Lord,  which  agree  with  knowledge 
and  reason.  3rd.— Definition  of  all  the  rules  and 
disciplinary  requirements  (of  the  church),  the 
reason  and  justice  of  such  doctrines.  Lastly,  he 
answered  all  difficult  questions.  The  Lord  blessed 
these  sermons,  and  within  a  few  days  many 
heathen  people  were  baptized.  Those  who  were 
first  baptized  were  all  pool  people.  Xavier  think- 
ing that  the  greatest  church  in  all  Europe  was 
founded  on  the  teachings  of  twelve  poor  fishei- 
men,  desired  to  erect  the  Japanese  church  on  the 
faith'  of  these  poor  people.  They  afterwards 
became  zealous  and  famous  men. 

The  Japanese  people  think  Buddhist  priest 
messengeis  from  heaven.  So  Xavier  thought  that 
unless  that  stale  of  mind  was  disproved  and  such 
doctrine  set  at  naught,  Chi  istianity  could  not 
prosper.  He  desired  lo  commune  with  the  priests 
on  this  subject,  and  called  at  the  residence  of  a 
high  piiest  at  Kagoshima,  named  Ninjitsu,  80 
years  of  age,  learned,  honest,  sincere,  a  man  of 
great  talents  and  revered  by  the  people.  The  lord 
of  Satsuma,  therefoie  entrusted  all  the  affairs  of 
his  province  to  his  management.  Thus  being 
seated  on  the  throne  as  high  priest,  a  man,  mild, 
sincere  and  kind,  he  was  very  popular  among  the 
people.  From  his  frequent  sermons  and  conversa- 
tions Xavier  saw  the  unstable  doctrine  on  the 
question  of  the  immorality  of  the  soul,  for  the 
piiest  would  sometimes  say  that,  -'The  soul  van 
ishes  with  the  body,"  and  again,  "The  soul  is  im 
mortal  and  lives  after  the  body  dies." 

The  pi  iest  grovelled  in  the  mazes  of  vagueness 
and  found  it  difficult  to  decide  which  was  right. 
Xaxier  was  well  informed  on  questions  of  the  sou 
He  told  ihe  piiest  that  the  soul  was  immortal  and 
proved  it  by    various    methods.      Ninjitsu  felt 
ashamed  to  be  thus  excelled  by  a  foreigner  and 
stand  in  danger  of  loosing  his  fame,  and  hence 
debated  very  harshly  with  him  the  relation  of  soul 
and  body.    It  was  difficult  to  resist  the  force  of 
Xavier's  arguments,  and  being  convinced  of  the 
truth,  he  sighed.    Yet  he  admitted  the  stability  of 
Xavier's  character,  recognized  him  as  a  mild  and 
virtuous  man,  and  loved  the  gentleness  of  heart 
with  which  he  spoke  on  these  things.    The  other 
Buddhist  priests,  following  Ninjitsu,  reverenced 
Xavier  and  his  followers,  to  whom  they  showed  the 
greatest  respect.    They  appreciated  the  kindness 
of  Xavier  who  came  from  such  a  distant  country 
to  japan  to  save  this  people.    They  said  that  it 
must  have  been  the  Lord's  will  that  Xavier  came 
to  Japan  with  such  firm  and  settled  doctrines. 
When  he  told  them  that  believers  in  Christ  may 
have  eternal  life  after  the  death  of  the  body,  they 
were  greatly  pleased  and  some  began  to  believe  in 
Christ.    But  Chi  istianity  being  a  pure  and  perfect 
religion,  it  was  a  difficult  matter  for  such  rude  and 
vulgar  people  to  comprehend  it  at  once,  hence  some 
hesitated  in  positively  accepting  it. 

There  were  two  Buddhist  pi  iests  there  at  that  time, 
one  of  whom  went  to  the  university  in  Kyoto,  the 
other  to  that  in  Yedo  (Tokyo).  They  were  learned 
and  intelligent  men  and  very  much  admired  the 
doctrines  of  Chi  istianity  which  ihey  had  heard,  and 
resolved,  with  three  or  more  companions,  lo  sail  to 
India  to  study  it  more  thoroughly. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  a  bun- 
dled Japanese  were  baptized,  among  whom  was  a 
lady  of  rank,  the  wife  of  a  noble  in  that  Country. 
She  was  a  lady  of  strong  character,  of  whom  some- 
thing will  be  said  later  on. 

Now  Xavier  thought  that  he  must  have  a  house 
where  the  Christians  might  meet  to  study  the  doc- 
liines  and  hold  services  until  he  could  erect  a 
church.  A  church  was  soon  erecled.  The  Buddhists 
seeing  this  were  in  suspense  and  feared  lhat  their 
property  would  be  taken  from  them,  that  the  people 
would  cease  to  respect  them  and  that  the  supporl 
usually  given  them  would  go,  from  hence,  to  the 
chinch.  The  lord  (Priuce)and  his  mother,  however, 
preferring  Chi  istianity,  the  pi  iests  were  unable  lo 
attack  the  church  or  prevent  its  fuither  progress. 
They  then  sought  for  revenge  by  hoping  to  find 
some  fault  with  the  Christians.  This  was  the  origin 


of  the  enmity  of  the  Buddhists  against  the  believers 
in  Christianity. 

The  work  gradually  advanced  through  Kago- 
shima. Multitudes  listened  to  the  pieaching  of 
Christianity.  Though  this  great  success  was  due 
to  Xavier's  work,  we  must  admit  that  the  Lord's 
hand  guided  him  and  lhat  it  was  in  answer  to  his 
prayers.  It  might  be  called  a  miracle,  and  as  a 
miracle  it  did  not  show  the  falsity  of  religion,  bill 
the  power  of  the  Truth.  The  resurrection  of  one 
man  is  much  superior  to  the  statement  of  many 
scientists.  St.  Paul  said  that  the  conversation  of 
the  heathen  is  a  miracle  of  God.  With  this  weapon 
the  twelve  Apostles  subjugated  whole  nations.  But 
this  llieoiy  of  miracles  doesnot  apply  toall  nations 
alike  ;  but  to  the  Japanese  who  worship  idols,  believe 
in  the  false  doctrines  of  Buddhism,  and  are  obstinate 
and  immoral  this  is  especially  applicable.  The 
Lord  sent  Xavier,  the  Light  of  the  West,  to  Japan  to 
bring  light  to  the  ignorant  and  lo  show  them  the 
Truth.  The  Lord  had  given  him  this  power,  and 
his  woik  was  successful. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  calling  Xavier  a 
saint.    Among  these  is  one  we  desire  to  state.  A 
daughter  of  a  certain  rich  man  died  from  disease 
when  quite  young.     Her  falher  was  so  saddened 
lhat  he  almost  went  mad.    He  prayed  to  the  gods 
and  to  Buddha,  but  of  no  avail.     He  was  in  the 
depths  of  despair  and  insulted  the  gods.     Just  at 
lhat  time  two  Christians  called  at  his  home  and 
told  him  of  the  recent  coming  of  Xavier  and  his 
power  to  heal  all  sorrow  and  grief.    They  advised 
him  to  go  Xavier  and  ask  him  to  resuscitate  his 
daughter.    The  father  brightened  a  little  when  he 
heard  this,  and  immediately  went  lo  Xavier,  and 
falling  prostrate  before  him  begged  him  to  resus- 
citate his  daughter.    With  vehement  desire  and 
with  many  tears  the  father  said,  he  would  sacrifice 
his  own  body  for  his  daughter,  and  would  become  a 
calholic.    Xavier  pitied  him  and  calling  Fernan- 
dez, they  kneeled  and  prayed  for  divine  mercy  to 
1  est  upon  the  father,  and  in  praying  said  :— "  I 
beseech  thee  O  Lord  !   help  us  lo  manifest  thy 
glory  and  power  in  this  country,  the  greatness  of 
the  power  of  my  Lord  and  Christ."    They  both 
prayed  with  much  fervency,  after  which  Xavier 
said  to  the  man,  his  face  beaming  with  joy,  "  Go 
in  peace,  your    daughter  is    risen."     Still  the 
father  was  not  comforted,  and  became  very  angry, 
thinking  that  he  was  ridiculed  and  mocked,  and 
said,    What  a  fool  !    What  a  wretch  !   She  is  now 
lying  in    my    home  in  her  bed   breathless  and 
cold.    She  is  cei  tainly  dead,  while  you  say  she  has 
risen.  You  are  making  sport  of  me."    He  went  his 
way  home,  jeering  at  thepriests.  Hefirst  thought  if 
he  asked  them,  lhatthey  wonldcome  to  hishomeand 
pi  ay  beside  the  corpse;  but  they  would  not  come, 
and  he  then  thought  that  they  did  not  like  to  come, 
and  made  those  prayers  as  a  meie  pretence.  Thus 
he  jeered  and  slowly  bent   his  way  homeward. 
Two  or  three  of  his  servants,  seeing  him  coming, 
ran  to  meet  him  leaping  and  shouting  for  joy  and 
reported  that  the  daughter  lived  and  was  well.  He 
was  amazed,  but  would  not  believe  them.  But 
when  he  came  nearer  his  home,  his  daughter  came 
out  to  meet  him,  and  seeing  this  he  ran  to  his 
daughter  and  embraced  her  with  unbounded  joy. 
He  asked  her  who  saved  her  fiom  death  and  what 
had  happened  after  death.     She  answered  that 
when  she  was  dead  two  devils  came  to  her  and  led 
her  to  hell  and  showed  her  every  torment.  After 
they  had  showed  her  all  this,  they  were  going  to 
cast  her  into  the  lake  of  fire.    At  this  juncture  two 
very  gentle-looking  persons,  rescued  her  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  devils,  restored  life  to  her  soul,  and 
thus  she  was  recussitated. 

Her  falher  made  note  of  the  fact  that  there  were 
two  who  saved  her.  Soon  thereafter,  Xavier  and 
his  companion  came  to  the  home  of  the  father  to 
give  thanks  for  what  had  been  done,  and  to  unite 
their  joy  with  that  of  the  father.  The  daughter 
looking  at  them  was  very  much  frightened,  and 
said,  "These  are  the  persons  who  saved  me  from 
hell,"  and  fell  prostrate  before  them.  Her  father 
also  thanked  them  most  sincerely  and  fell  on  his 
face  before  them.  Xavier  lifted  them  up  and 
said,  "  He  who  has  had  mercy  upon  you  is  not 
me,  nor  of  me,  but  the  Lord  in  heaven  to  whom  I 
have  prayed."  They  were  then  taught  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity  and  were  soon  baptized, 
not  only  the  father  and  daughter,  but  the  whole 
family  (Freundschaft-Relationship)  who  saw  the 
facts  of  this  miracle,  were  converted  and  baptized. 

There  never  was  an  instance  when  the  dead  were 
raised  to  life  by  the  power  of  Buddhism  or  Sliin- 
toism,  and  hence  the  fact  of  this  miracle  was 
published  throughout  Kagoshima  and  (ended  to 
increase  the  influence  of  the  European  teachers. 
It  is  also  slated  that  this  saint  pei  formed  many 
other  miracles,  not  recorded  here,  by  which  he  was 
made  very  famous.  Thus  the  divine  doctrine  pre 
vailed  in  power  in  the  province  above  mentioned. 
The  flower  of  success  had  blossomed  and  was 
about  to  bear  fruit,  when  all  was  checked  and 


withered  by  the  opposition  of  Buddhists,  who  issued 
an  edict  prohibiting  the  further  propagation  of 
the  foreign  faith.  The  Christians  weie  discour- 
aged, their  influence  was  lost.  These  Buddhists 
were,  as  has  been  already  slated,  a  revengeful 
people  who  desired  to  regain  the  influence  over 
the  people  they  once  exercised. 

The  power  of  Ihe  Buddhists  had  been  fading 
more  and  more  day  by  day.  The  people's  faith  in 
Buddha  was  gradually  vanishing  away,  and  those 
who  met  in  the  temples  became  few,  and  the  re- 
verence was  fast  dwindling  to  naught.  When 
the  priests  thought  of  their  own  great  loss  they 
began  to  oppose  Christianity,  and  treated  the 
three  foreigueis  as  sorcerers  and  impostors.  They 
also  told  the  people  that  those  who  listened  to  their 
seimons  would  receive  the  wrath  of  God.  They 
scoffed  at  them  (foreigners),  perscuted  them,  and 
often  threw  stones  and  other  missiles  at  them  when 
they  passed  along  the  road.  Once  when  a  Chris- 
tian was  preaching  they  mocked  and  said,  "  Do 
not  believe  ihe  woi  ds  of  the  foreigners,  theirs  is  the 
talking  of  the  devil  who  is  transferred  into  man." 

But  the  chief  reason  for  this  savage  uproar  of 
the    Buddhists  was  because  of  the  favours  the 
Christians  had  received  from  the  lord  of  Kago- 
shima.  The  reason  for  the  Christian  loss  of  official 
favour  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Portuguese  ships 
whichhadalways  unloaded  at  Kagoshima,  had  this 
year  anchoied  at  Hirato.    The  trade  of  the  people 
of  Kagoshima  was  thus  cut  short,  their  revenue 
gone  and  the  lords  of  Kagoshima  and  Hirato  at 
enmity  with  each  other.    The  lord  of  Kagoshima 
was  greatly  angered,  and  thought  that  the  Por- 
tuguese merchants  should  be  compelled  to  return 
to  the  harbour  in  Kagoshima  by  command  of  the 
saint.    For  this  reason  the  lord  began  to  despise 
Chi  istianity.    The  Buddhists  marking  the  change 
of  their  lord,  insulted  and  scoffed  the  teachers  by 
day,  threw  stones  and  brick,  tore  down  the  gates, 
doors,  and  roof  by  night.    Not  being  satisfied 
with  this  they  went  to  the  palace  of  their  lord  and 
begged  him  to  drive  them  out  from  his  province. 
They  organized  a  party  and  went  to  their  lord  and 
said,  "Our  lord!    We  beg  his  majesty  to  expel 
those  foreign  monks  from  his  state.    They  come  to 
"apan  to  beg  their  bread  at  the  gates  of  our  peo- 
ple.   If  we  accept  and  receive  the  doctrine  of  these 
poor  foreigners,  and  disdain  to  own  our  national 
and  ancestral  religion,  we  will  be  despised  by  all  na- 
tions.   Is  it  not,  moreover,  foolish  to  suppress  our 
national  holy  religion,  which  gave  us  ihe  throne  of 
our  Emperor  from  on  high,  and  lake  i^p  with  the 
vicissitudes  and  cunning  of  a  foreign  religion  ?  In 
case  of  a  sudden  change,  unconceivable  tumults 
may  arise  among  the  people,  their  unity  may  be 
dissolved,  and  the  throne  of  your  majesty  may  be 
endangered.  The  lords  of  neighbouring  states  may 
seek  opportunities  to  subject  us,  and  the  Buddhist 
priesls  may  form  a  plan  to  take  vengeance  upon 
us,  if   you   assist   Christianity  and   despise  the 
gods,  and  though  you  may  purpose  to  drive  the 
Buddhist  monks  from  the  temples  and  make  them 
the  abode  of  the  foreigners,  our  enemies,  they 
would  never  consent  to  it,  neither  have  you  the 
power  to  drive  them  out  and  destroy  their  temples. 
You  are  unable  to  control  the  Buddhist  priests  and 
the  people.    And  not  only  this,  the  people  will 
never  consent  to  have  their  foimof  worship  de- 
stroyed and  their  temples  defiled." 

The  lord  listened  to  this  with  pleasure,  and  said  : 
— "  I  have  no  mind  to  change  our  national  religion 
from  what  it  was  in  the  beginning.  The  reason 
why  I  welcomed  these  men  was  for  the  purpose  of 
inviting  the  Poituguese  into  our  harbour,  and  in- 
creasing our  wealth  by  mutual  trade.  But  they 
have  deceived  me,  and  I  would  drive  them  out  of 
my  country  for  revenge.  I  would  rather  show  them 
the  fervency  of  our  ancestors  to  Buddhism,  and 
the  superiority  of  our  present  priests  who  are  most 
faithful  and  zealous." 

The  Buddhists  were  overjoyed  at  hearing  this 
from  their  lord.  This  joy  was  angmenled  when 
the  lord  recalled  the  letter  permitting  Christian 
preaching  in  the  province  of  Kagoshima.  He  also 
commanded  that  all  Christians  in  his  district  be 
beheaded.  This  completely  changed  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  those  who  once  came  to  Xavier  for 
instruction  came  no  more.  When  Xavier  met 
this  persecution  he  thought  that  the  man  who  did 
all  this  must  be  the  lord  of  Kagoshima;  So 
he  went  to  the  house  of  the  lord,  met  him, 
bowed  and  saluted  him  with  the  greatest  reverence, 
and  thanked  him  for  the  favours  of  the  past.  In 
continuing  he  said  :— "  It  is  a  very  hard  thing  for 
me  to  understand  why  you  have  altered  my  per- 
mission to  preach  in  your  province.  I  have  never 
worked  contrary  to  your  desires,  neither  have  I 
disobeyed  your  commands.  As  I  suppose,  this 
difficulty  was  caused  by  some  Portuguese  ships 
anchoring  at  Hirato.  But  I  and  my  companions 
knew  nothing  about  lhat,  neither  have  we  anything 
to  do  with  it  ;  and  even  though  they  should  let  us 
know  of  their  movements,  and  we  have  relations 
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wit)]  tliem,  we  can  not  change  their  port  of  entry. 
The  mei  chants  in  general,  desit  e  to  get  gain  wliei  e 
ever  lliey  can  make  good  purchases.  By  next  year 
lliey  may  possibly  come  again  to  Kagoshima.  In 
that  case  1  may  be  able  to  do  something  good  anil 
beneficial  for  yon,  and  fnillier,  if  yon  will  giant  us 
your  favour  as  before  and  protect  us,  yon  will  read 
ily  see  tbat  those  who  believe  in  Christianity' are 
the  most  peaceable  and  the  most  loyal  to  you." 

(TO   HI  Cl)NTINU«D.) 


WITHIN  FORBIDDEN  SEAS. 

 ♦  

Why  the  Russians  Detained  the  "Emma.'' 

The  four  Amei  ican  miners  who  at  rived  in  Yoko- 
hama on  Saturday  have  no  doubt  realized  long 
before  this  that  a  good  deal  of  truth  is  wrapt  up 
in  the  compact  proverb,  "  A  cobbler  had  best 
slick  to  his  last,"  notwithstanding  its  venerable 
antiquity.  Poor  human  nature  finds  the  inven- 
tion of  proverbs  much  easier  than  the  observance  of 
the  natural  laws  which  they  inculcate,  however,  and 
in  the  case  of  these  four  fellows  the  hope  of  great 
and  immediate  gain  outweighed  all  thoughts  of 
precaution.  What  wonder  then  that  when  the 
smart,  clipper  barque  Emma,  of  the  poitofSan 
Francisco,  dropped  anchor  near  the  Alaskan 
mines  where  they  were  serving,  and  asked  for 
volunteers  for  her  crew  to  go  aventuring  in  pursuit 
of  the  weath-giving  little  fur-seals,  that  they  stepped 
forward  and  signed  articles  for  the  voyage.  It 
promised  them  greater  gain  than  did  the  worrying 
of  the  earth's  bowels  for  hidden  mineral  treasure; 
and  if  the  risks  were  greater,  what  then  ?  they 
were  unknown.  The  Emma  was  not  a  big  ves- 
sel, being  only  about  21  tons,  but  when  she 
cleared  from  the  port  of  Junea,  Alaska,  on 
the  8th  May  of  last  year,  she  looked  trim 
enough  for  any  sea.  Towards  the  month  of 
October  the  jaunty  Emma  fell  into  a  state  of  dis- 
tress, her  rudder  breaking  just  as  she  was  cruis- 
ing off  the  coast  of  Saghalien.  Unfortunately 
for  her,  the  Russian  patrol-steamer  Yakutch  was 
hanging  about  the  neighbourhood,  and  bearing 
down  on  the  disabled  Em?na,  hoarded  her.  In 
vain  the  Emma's  captain  pointed  out  that  she 
was  disabled  and  could  not  help  her  position  nor 
get  away  from  it,  the  Russian  officers  would  hear 
no  excuse  but  at  once  seized  her  papers  and 
announced  their  intention  of  towing  her  to 
Vladivostock.  The  American  captain  pleaded 
again,  and  said  that  his  intention  was  to  take  the 
vessel  to  Yokohama  and  from  thence  to  Korea, 
and  that  at  any  rate  it  was  essentially  nece- 
ssary that  she  be  beached  in  order  to  repair  her 
broken  rudder,  but  this  reasoning  also  failed  to 
have  any  effect.  Two  steel  hawsers  were  run 
from  the  Yakutch,  and  the  Emma  was  taken  in 
tow.  A  gale  sprung  up  during  the  night  and  the 
hawsers  both  parted.  In  trying  to  pick  her  up 
again  the  Yakutch  ran  into  the  Emma's  bows,  and 
they  were  stove  in,  while  several  of  the  boats  were 
smashed  or  carried  away.  This  rendered  the 
voyage  to  Vladivostock  altogether  impracticable, 
and  the  nearest  convict-station  being  Keroshki — 
the  men  would  not  be  sure  of  the  name  as  it  was 
outlandish  and  required  a  heathenish  twist  of 
the  tongue  to  utter  aright — the  luckless  Emma 
was  there  hauled  up  high  and  dry,  denuded 
of  her  stores,  and  dismantled.  Even  when  her 
captors  discovered  that  her  broken  rudder  was 
a  true  and  veritable  fact,  they  did  not  relent 
in  their  conduct  towards  her  crew.  Their  charge 
against  them  now  was  that  they  had  been 
sealing  within  prohibited  waters,  and  the  heinous 
nature  of  their  crime  could  only  be  rightly 
measured  by  a  Civil  Couit  sitting  at  Vladivo- 
stock. Week  after  week  went  by- and  still  they 
awaited  the  sitting  of  the  Court;  at  last  the  har- 
bour was  frozen  completely  over.  Then  the 
Court  sat,  and  they  heard  that  sealers  were 
prohibited  from  landing  on  Russian  territory  even 
though  their  masts  were  blown  out  by  a  gale, 
They  had  no  business  to  be  hunting  anywhere  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Then  up  and  spake  their 
captain.  "  We  were  not  hunting  within  your 
seas;  nor  did  we  catch  a  seal  within  Ohkotsk  Sea, 
nor  even  so  much  as  lower  a  boat.  As  we  lay  at 
anchor  in  the  Little  Kurile  Strait  we  were  hailed 
by  the  Japanese  man-of-war  Banjo  Kan  and  to  her 
commander  we  reported  that  we  sought  water 
wherewith  to  replenish  our  tanks,  for  greatly  did 
we  thirst  ;  and  also  told  we  him  the  number  of  our 
catch  to  the  full  total  of  the  skins  on  board.  If  you 
inquire  of  the  Japanese  Commander  you  will  find 
that  the  present  number  of  our  seal-skins  tallies 
to  the  number  we  there  gave  him."  Well,  the 
Japanese  Consul  telegraphed  to  Japan  for  the 
Banjo's  report,  but  she  had  not  yet  left  the  sealing 
grounds.  The  Civil  Com  t  thereupon  refused  to 
wait  her  Commander's  report  and  likewise  refused 
to  believe  the  entries  in  the  Emma's  books  and  log. 


It  sentenced  the  whole  of  the  ciew  to  four  months' 
imprisonment.    The  trial   was  so    much  dumb 
show  to  the  American  sealers,  for  ii  was  conduct- 
ed in  Russian;  the  sentence,  however,  was  lrans> 
lated  to  them.   Curiously  enough  the  ordei  of  the 

Court  was  not  at  once  given  effect  to,  and  for  over 
one  month  they  waited  for  sentence  to  be  carried 
out.  By  the  lime  the  lei  in  of  imprisonment  should 
have  come  to  an  end,  the  crew  had  begun  to  plot 
means  of  escape,  but  only  four  out  of  the  len 
managed  to  stow  themselves  away  on  a  steamer 
sailing  for  Japan.  These  were  Frank  Tucker,  Vic- 
tor Kellgren,  Frank  Cook,  and  William  T.  Wi  ight, 
the  men  whose  story  is  given  above.  They  arrived 
at  Nagasaki  without  adventure  and  were  then 
passed  on  up  here.  All  complain  of  the  badness 
of  the  food  they  were  compelled  to  eat  while  under 
Russian  surveillance,  and  all  freely  acknowledge 
that  the  old  capstan  chantie 

Alfonso  was  a  sailor, 

And  he  served  aboard  a  whaler  ! 

contains  a  lot  of  wholesome  home  truths  for 
those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  when  they 
have  no  business  there. 


CHESS. 


(  A II  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  theCHias  f.mi««.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Club 
Rooms,  No.  88,  Main  Street,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  5  to  11  p.m. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
MeHropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  1 1  p.m. 

Solution  of  Problp.m  No.  118. 

white.  black. 
I  — R  to  K  B  7  I— Anything. 

2 — Mates  accordingly. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  W.H.S.,  Di- 
gamma,  Omega,  and  J.D. 

Aling  has  been  caught  napping.  Aliquando 
dormitat  bonus  Homerus.  Kl  to  Kt  4  is  Black's 
defence. 


Problem  No.  120. 
By  J.  Jespersen. 

BLACK. 


WHITS. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  two  moves. 


Our  esteemed  contributor,  Digamma,  points 
out  that  the  innovations  ascribed  to  Heir  Fritz  in 
game  No.  124  (published  in  this  column  last  week) 
were  practised  by  De  Soyres  ;and  examples  of  his 
play  may  be  found  in  the  Chess  Chronicle  as  far 
back  as  1880.  We  may  add  that  the  annotation 
was  not  ours,  nor  are  we  aware  of  the  authorship. 


The  latest  news  by  mail  of  the  Chess  Match  be- 
tween Sleinitz  and  Lasker  carries  us  to  the  eighth 
game,  which  resulted  in  a  victory  for  Lasker.  The 
score  now  stands  Lasker  4,  Steinitz  2,  drawn  2 
When  we  last  wrote  the  fifth  game  was  still  unde- 
cided. It  had  been  adjourned  011  the  50th  move. 
Sleinitz  was  a  pawn  to  the  good,  but  his  position 
seemed  so  much  inferior  that  a  victory  for  Lasker 
was  anticipated.  The  1  esult,  however,  was  a  draw. 
A  similar  issue  came  of  the  sixth  game  after  71 
moves.  It,  too,  looked  like  a  victory  for  Lasker 
at  one  point,  but  on  resuming  play  on  the  second 
day  he  appears  to  have  missed  his  strongest  con- 
tinuation, and  Steinitz  finally  remained  with  a 
pawn  ahead  but  a  position  necessarily  involving  a 
draw.  The  7th  game,  in  which  Lasker  had  the 
move,  was  a  Ruy  Lopez,  as  had  been  five  of  the 
preceding  six.  Early  in  the  game  Lasker  lost  two 
pawns,  but  an  ingenious  combination  saved  the 
position,  and  Steinitz,  pressed  by  lime,  made  a 
blunder  that  cost  him  a  queen.  The  game  was 
played  in  46  moves  and  look  more  than  six  hours. 
As  yet  only  one  of  the  first  seven  games,  the  4th, 
has  not  been  a  Ruy  Lopez.  It  that  game  Steinitz, 
having  the  move,  played  a  Giuoco  Piano  and  re- 


alized the  prime  purpose  of  the  familiar  debut  by 

successfully  pushing    forward    his  cenlie  pawns. 

Before  attempting  to  base  any  conclusion  on  the 
results  thus  far  recorded,  it  has  to  be  remembered 

(hat  Sleinitz  never  yet  played  his  best  in  the  eaily 
stages  of  a  match.  Zukertort,  Tschigorin,  and 
Gunsbeig  all  led  him  at  the  outset  of  their  en- 
counters with  him,  but  he  beat  them  in  the  end. 


The  Principles  of  Chess  in  Theory  and  Practist.  By 
Jamhs  Mason.  (London:  Horace  Cox,  1894.) 
Ol''  a  new  book  on  Chess  something  new  and  ori- 
ginal is  expected.  Mr.  Mason  is  aware  of  this, 
and  gives  the  raison  d'ttve  of  his  woik  in  the  Pre- 
face. "Chess,"  he  says,  "  is  a  science  as  well  as 
an  ail.  In  its  exercise  the  tendency  is  to  prema- 
ture mechanical  facility  rather  than  to  a  clear 
peiception  of  principles;  though  upon  this,  of 
course,  all  true  and  lasting  faculty  necessarily  de- 
pends. In  the  present  treatise  this  tendency  is 
taken  into  account.  The  intention  is  to  afford  a 
concise  yet  compi  ehensive  view  of  the  principles 
underlying  the  art  of  Chess,  as  exemplified  by  the 
foi  emost  pi  aclice  in  these  closing  years  of  the  cen- 
tuiy."  A  high  ideal  this;  but,  what  is  moie,  Mr. 
Mason  has  very  neatly  realised  it.  The  chief 
charm  of  Chess  is  of  course  found  in  the  principles 
undeilying  the  game,  not  in  the  supeificial  dex- 
tet  ity  acquired  by  years  of  steady  "wood-shifting. " 
The  author  wishes  us  to  understand  the  game,  and 
it  is  here,  precisely,  where  so  many  books  on  Chess 
are  deficient. 

Under  "  Elements  of  Chess,"  after  a  somewhat 
diffuse  explanation  of  the  game  itself — a  veritable 
boon,  perhaps,  to  the  tyro — the  author  gives  valu- 
able hints  on  Resistance,  Obstmctiou,  Restraint, 
Opposition,  Exchanging,  with  ten  pages  and  as 
many  diagrams  especially  devoted  to  the  interest- 
subject  of  "  Winning,"  while  more  than  sixty 
pages  deal  with  the  End  Game,  mating  with  a 
given  force,  queening,  and  pawn  play  in  general. 
His  explanation  of  the  procedure  will)  Kings  and 
one  or  more  pawns  on  the  board  is  the  clearest 
we  have  ever  seen.  Under  "  Genei  al  Pi  inciples," 
his  remarks  on  Time.  Plan,  Attack,  and  Delence, 
as  well  as  the  Maxims  with  which  he  concludes  ihe 
chapter,  will  be  of  assistance  even  to  the  most 
praciised  player.  His  advice  to  lake  always  the 
winning  side  when  playing  over  printed  games  we 
have  not  seen  elsewhere;  but  having  done  so  our- 
selves for  a  year  or  more,  we  are  firmly  convinced 
of  its  usefulness  in  many  ways.  Whenever  you 
wish  lo  study  a  paiticular  attack  or  defence,  how- 
ever, especially  with  a  view  to  matches  and  tourna- 
ments, it  is  certainly  better  always  to  take  the  side 
you  mean  to  play  yourself:  the  best  lines  of  play 
anil  the  dangers  to  be  guarded  against  are  thus 
presented  to  you  more  clearly  and  in  consequence 
impressed  upon  the  mind  more  deeply.  To  play 
over  printed  games  twice,  first  taking  the  winning 
and  then  the  losing  side,  or  vice  versa,  as  is  1  ecom- 
mended  by  some,  seems  lo  us  confusing  ;  better  lake 
one  side  only  and  play  it  over  twice,  first  to  get  the 
general  di  ift  of  the  player's  plans,  and  then  the 
second  lime,  to  examine  ihe  details  and  methods 
of  play  with  a  view  to  causes  and  effects,  means 
and  ends.  We  write  this  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
our  own  Game  Department.  A  real  understand- 
ing of  three  good  openings  is  according  to  Mr. 
Mason  better  than  a  memorized  acquaintance  with 
thirty.  To  select  the  opening  most  suitable  to 
your  temperament  and  style  of  playing  is  your 
truest  wisdom,  and  it  is  no  doubt  with  a  view  to 
this  that  the  author  has  placed  as  motto  on  his 
litle-page,  Schiller's  famous  lines: — 

Let  none  resemble  the  other;  let  each  resemble  the  highest  ! 
How  can  that  happen  1  Let  each  be  all  complete  in  himself. 

As  to  the  details  appearing  in  this  chapter,  it  is 
difficult  to  quote  where  all  call  for  quotation  ; 
but  we  will  give  a  few  extracts  as  specimens  of 
the  rest  : — Preconception  should  be  tested  from 
move  to  move — should  be,  as  it  were,  constantly 
under  revision.  Always  make  your  move  deli- 
bei  ately,  unhesitatingly,  and  with  decision;  with- 
out hurry,  vacillation,  or  regret.  The  attack  is 
easier  than  the  defence  while  available  force  holds 
out.  Therefore  bewaie  of  attacking.  On  the 
other  hand,  attack  rightly  timed  has  everything  in 
its  favour.  When  attack  pi  esses  hard — exchange. 
Vague  imaginations  should  have  no  part  in  your 
game.  If  you  can  see  nothing  in  your  ad- 
versary's play  you  should  conclude  there  is 
nothing,  and  proceed  accordingly.  Take  much 
thought  rather  than  a  distant  Pawn  with  your 
Oueen.  Such  a  move  is  rarely  good  while 
the  opposing  Queen  and  other  forces  yet  re- 
main in  the  field.  The  Rooks  doubled  are  more 
than  doubly  strong.  Do  not  give  up  a  Rook 
for  a  minor  Piece  unless  the  provocation  is  great. 
In  the  end  the  exchange  is  nearly  equal  to  two 
Pawns,  and  may  be  heavy  odds  against  you. 
Where  your  King's  position  has  been  damaged, 
when  he  is  Castled  in  mid  game,  especially  on  his 
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own  side,  a  Bishop  ntxl  to  him,  as  Kt  2,  is  very 
efficient  for  defence.  When  you  have  no  Knight  a 
great  part  of  the  flexibility  of  your  position  is  gone, 
especially  for  attack.  As  the  Pawn  cannot  re- 
treat, its  advance  permanently  modifies  the  posi- 
tion, for  good  or  ill.  En  avant !  iMfafint  molfc 
of  the  Pawns;  "United  we  stand;  divided  we 
fall  "  is  the  second.  To  compose  these  two  is  to 
do  justice  to  the  Pawns.  When  a  Pawn  cannot 
be  advanced  with  some  definite  object,  or  only 
with  an  object  to  be  equally  well  attained  by  the 
movement  of  a  Piece,  it  is  usually  best  let  alone. 

The  brightest  part  of  the  book,  however,  is  the 
chapter  on  combination.  About  fifty  winning 
combinations,  all  taken  from  actual  play  and  ac- 
companied with  as  many  illustrative  diagrams, 
are  given  and  the  underlying  principles  are  briefly 
explained.  This  part  of  the  book  deserves  the 
most  careful  and  patient  study.  We  give  one 
example  : — 

BLACK. 


r?4: 


m  m 


m    mm  mm 


WHITE. 

From  a  Ruy  Lopez— -White  wins  :— 

WHITE.  ,fLAC1^ 
!_R  X  P  ch.  K  X  R 

2_Q  to  R  sq.  ch.  K  to  Kt  2 

%—  BtoR6ch.  K10B3 
4-Q  to  R  4  ch.  K  to  K  4 

5_q  x  Kt  ch.  K  to  B  4 

6— P  to  Kt  4  mate. 

The  last  chapter  of  the  book  deals  in  a  nummary 
way  with  the  openings,  discusses  Strategy,  Tactics, 
ludgment,  Compromise,  Principles  Transgressed, 
Classification,  etc.,  and  gives  a  few  specimens  of 
each  of  more  than  a  dozen  openings,  all  well  an- 
notated, annotation  being  the  well-known  forte  of 
Mr.  Mason. 

The  questions  at  issue  between  the  old  and  mo- 
dern school  of  Chess  are  not  referred  to  in  this 
treatise  Any  one  desiring  information  on  these 
points  will  probably  find  all  he  wants  in  Steinitz'a 
"  Modern  Chess  Instructor,"  which,  after  an  In- 
troduction explaining  the  nature,  notation,  laws, 
and  terms  of  the  game,  deals  more  at  length  with 
the  Modem  School  and  its  Tendency,  and  em- 
bodies the  results  of  much  original  and  highly 
valuable  research  conducted  on  the  principles 
of  the  Modern  School. 

A  short  Appendix  concludes  Mr.  Mason's  woik. 
In  it  he  advocates  the  modification  of  the  rule  by 
which  games  in  which  the  hostile  King  is  stale 
mated  are  declared  drawn,  the  abolition  of  an 
nouncing  check,  and  the  observation  of  all  the 
consequences  flowing  llieiefrom,  points  which, 
together  with  his  strictuies  on  the  modem  chess 
problem  and  the  poetry  of  chess  in  general,  have 
evoked  a  considerable  amount  of  ad  verse  ci  iticism. 
Apart  from  the  Appendix  (six  pages),  the  treatise 
has  been  reviewed  most  favourably  Hi  evei  y  part 
of  the  Chess  world.  It  is  a  bright  and  readable 
volume  of  286  pages,  to  be  followed  in  course  of 
time  by  another  dealing  with  the  various  openings 
more  in  detail. 
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|y  to  the  success  of  the  evening,  but  its  own  peiform 
ances  were  veiy  meritorious.    It  is  with  regret  that 
the  musical  public  takes  leave  of  the  accompli 
shed  maestro  of  the  Tokyo  Academy  of  Music,  and 
the  wondeiful   instrument  which   he  knows  and 
loves  so  well,  and  last  night's  opportunities  inten- 
sified the  feeling.    The  three  numbers  for  which 
Professor  Dittrich  was  responsible  were  admii  ably 
rendeied  in  the  taking  style  which  he  has  made 
particularly  his  own,  and  all  were  received  with 
heai  tly  applause.  The  most  catching  to  the  ordinay 
ear  was  Sarasate's  arrangement  of  theGavotte  from 
"  Mignon,"  and  so  loudly  was  it  redemanded  that 
the  musician  1  etui  ned  to  the  platform  and  repeated 
th-e  sprightly  morceau.    Beethoven's  Sonata  in  A 
(op  :  23),  in  the  second  half,  arranged  as  a  duet, 
with  Mi.  Griffin  at  the  pianoforte,  was  beyond  all 
piaise,  but  somehow  or  other  it  failed  to  catch  the 
fancy  of  the  assembly;  perhaps  it  was  deemed  too 
classical  after  the  lighter  pieces  which  had  pieced- 

^  Miss  Bloxham,  who  has  sung  herself  completely 
into  the  heaits  of  Yokohama  folk,  despite  the  sad 
uudei  tones  which  commingle  even  with  the  gayest 
of  her  melodious  chords,  gave  three  songs  most 
charmingly,  and  her  fitting  reward,  in  addition  to 
persistent  lecalls,  were   lh.ee  baskets  of  choice 
flowers.     In  Mascagni's  "Ave  Maiia,"  she  was 
accompained  by  four  insti  uments,  the  pianoforte 
(Miss    Mendelson),    violin    (Dr.    Munro),  cello 
(Mr.   Crane),    and    organ    (Mr.  Griffin).  The 
whole   effect   was  very    sweet,    and    more  than 
,epaid  expectations.      Mis.  James  Waller,  who 
was   in    good    voice,   gave  one    song,  "Happy 
Days,"    Strelezki.    This   was   encored,   and  the 
singer     bowed     her     acknowledgements.  The 
happiest    effect    in    any    of    the    paU-songs  was 
obtained  by  "Eventide,"  Abt,  in  the  first  half; 
and  the  ever-welcome  "  He  that  hath  a  pleasant 
face  "  was  also  noticeably  good.    Both  went  yerj 
well,  the  blending  of  the  voices  leaving  little  to  be 
desired.    The  ballad  and  trio  by  Mrs.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Nicholas,  and  Mr.  Walforid  will  remain  as 
one  of  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  a  very  plea- 
sant evening.    Mrs.  Campbell  sang  in  her  best 
manner,  and  was  well  supported  by  tenor  and 
bass.     The  President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  J.  1. 
Griffin,  conducted  the  choir  throughout,  besides 
taking  part  in  the  opening  duet  with  his  daughter  ; 
and   Mrs.  Poole  accompanied   the  songs.      1  he 
Society  brought  its  1893-94  season  to  a  close  with 
ibis  concert.     The   members   are  to  be  congrsr 
tulated  on    the  position  achieved  and  the  solid 
basis  now  laid  for  developments  on    yet  more 
ambitious  lines  in  the  near  future. 

PROGRAMME, 


CONCERT  AT  THE  PUBLIC  HALL. 
 »  

Those  responsible  for  the  drawing-tip  and  ai 
ranging  of  the  Yokohama  Choral  Society's  pro 
■rramrne  for  the  Conceit  of  F.iday  evening  had 
evidently  a  keen  appreciation  of  current  popular 
taste  in  regaid  to  things  musical,  and  the  Drown- 
ed audience  which  gathered  at  the  Public  Hall 
with  commendable  punctuality,  notwithstanding 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  showed  that  the 
Committee  were  justified  in  making  such  a  strong 
bid  for  extended  patronage.  Each  and  all  ot 
the  ten  items  possessed  atti  actions  both  for  the 
tyro  as  well  as  for  the  student  in  this  most  entranc- 
ing of  arts,  and  none  were  medioci  e.  Seldom  has  a 
belter  selection  been  made  combining  good,  sound 
music  with  a  rational  degree  of  attractive  melody. 
The  Society  was,  of  course,  exliemely  fortunate  in 
obtaining  ihe  kindly  services  of  Miss  Bloxham 
and  Piof.  Dittrich,  whose  contribution  added  gieat 


1  — P  F  duo   Sonata  in  D  major  Mozart. 

Mis«  Griffin  and  Mr.  Griflin. 

3.  — Part-Songs  a.  O  thou  world  to  fair,  "I 

b,  Eventide  J-  ADt- 

c.  Spring's  awaking  ...J  . 

,  — Sones   «•  'ch  Hebe  dich   ■•■■&.r,eB- 

3'   S0  g  b.  Orpheus  with  his  lute  Sullivan. 

Miss  Bloxham. 

4.  _VioIin  Solo....-  Legend^  ^^^^^^ 

Mr.  R.  Dittrich. 

5.  -Solo  and  Chorus..."  With  a  laugh  as  we  go  round 
(May  Queen)   Bennett. 

Mrs.  Campbell  and  Chorus. 

6  -P.  F.  and  Violin...Sonata  in  A  (Op  :  23)  Beethoven. 

Mr.  Griffin  and  Mr.  Dittrich. 

,._Song  "  Happy  days  "  Strelezki 

B  Mrs.  Walter. 

(Violin  Obligato  :— Mr.  Ramseger.) 

.-Ballad   " 'Tis  jolly  to  hunt  "... "1    M      }  Bennett 

Recit.  and  Trio..."  The  hawthorn  in  the  \-Qae'en  )  Bennett, 

glade   J 

Mrs.  Campbell.  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  Mr.  Walford. 

n  —Solo    Ave  Maria   iviascagm. 

Miss  Bloxham. 

(with  accompaniment  for  P.  F.,  Violin,  'Cello,  and  Organ). 
io.-Part-Song....a.  "  At  the  coming  of  the  Spring  |    ~  ,.nn 

b.  "  Calm  night  "  X..Hatton. 

c.  "  He  that  hath  a  pleasant  face  J 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 
 *  

Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail. 


London,  April  23. 
The  Canadian  Government  has  modified  the 
tariff  so  that  impure  tea  and  coffee  only  will  be 
liable  to  a  duty  of  ten  cents  per  pound. 

London,  April  25. 
The  Times  says  that  some  speculation  has 
evidently  begun  in  silver,  and  that  it  is  not  111 
connection  with  the  rumours  that  are  afloat  of 
the  re-opening  of  the  Indian  Mints. 

(Specially  telegraphed  to  thi  "Japan  Mail.") 
[From  ihe  "  N.-C.  Daily  Niws."] 

London,  April  16. 
The  Registration  Bill  has  been  read  a  first 
time  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Amongst  other 
provisions,  this  bill  reduces  the  qualifying  period 
of  residence  for  electors  to  three  months,  and 


[April  28,  1894. 

abolishes  plural  voting  at  elections  which  shall 
be  co-incident  and  held  on  Saturdays  simul- 
taneously throughout  the  three  kingdoms. 

The  German  Emperor  who  is  visiting  Vienna, 
has  had  a  most  enthusiastic  reception. 

Four  million  dollars  in  gold  have  been  ship- 
ped from  New  York  to  Europe  this  week. 

April  17. 

The  French  forces  in  Timbuctoo  have  defeat- 
ed the  Tuareg  tribe  in  two  engagements,  killing 
the  chiefs. 

M.  Lockroy,  President  of  the  enquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  French  Navy,  has  reported  that 
in  reality  the  state  of  affairs  surpasses  the  worst 
forebodings ;  that  disorder  reigns  throughout  the 
administration  ;  that  nothing  has  been  prepared 
either  for  war  or  mobilisation  ;  that  the  sea  stores 
have  been  depleted,  and  that  many  torpedo-boats 
and  ships  are  unseaworlhy.  The  Report  demands 
that  new  blood  be  infused  into  the  administra- 
tion, whose  negligence  has  been  inexcusable, 
and  says  that  Admiral  Vallon  states  that  the 
Magenta  is  liable  to  capsize  on  her  first  impact 
with  another  vessel.    The  Report  further  urges 
upon  the  authorities  the  advisability  of  suspend- 
ing the  building  of  ironclads. 

April  18. 

The  Queen  has  started  for  Coburg,  where 
many  royalties  are  gathering  for  the  coming 
wedding  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  and  the 
Princess  Victoria  Melita,  which  has  been  fixed 
to  take  place  at  Coburg  on  the  22nd  inst. 

The  prolonged  drought  has  come  to  an  end 
and  welcome  rains  have  fallen  throughout  Great 
Britain. 

The  Marquis  of  Ripon  has  consented  to  the 
construction  of  the  Malacca  railway. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Budget  for  the  cur- 
rent year  will  show  a  deficit  of  £4, 500,000. 
This  will  be  reduced  nearly  one-half  by  repay- 
ment from  the  new  sinking  fund  of  burdens 
arising  out  of  the  Naval  Defence  Acts,  the 
remainder  of  the  deficit  being  met  by  merging 
death  dues  into  a  single  estate  duty  ranging 
from  one-eighth  per  cent.,  by  the  income-tax 
being  increased  by  a  penny  on  the  advance 
limit,  by  an  increase  of  sixpence  per  gallon  on 
spirits,  and  sixpence  per  barrel  on  beer,  the  whole 
producing  an  estimated  surplus  of  ,£291,000. 

April  19. 

The  House  of  Commons  has  adopted  the 
increased  duties  on  beer  and  spirits,  and  the 
Press  generally  approve  of  the  Budget,  but  the 
Scotch  and  Irish  members  are  displeased  with 
the  revised  spirit  duty. 

April  20. 

Mr.  Balfour's  amendment  opposing  the  crea- 
tion of  a  Grand  Committee  on  Scotch  Affairs 
has  been  rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

April  22. 

The  wedding  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse 
and  the  Princess  Victoria  Melita  at  Coburg 
was  a  brilliant  spectacle,  the  Queen  wearing 
the  Crown  diamonds  and  occupying  the  front 
place  in  the  ceremony. 

The  ironclad  Aquidaban  and  the  remnants 
of  the  Brazilian  insurgent  squadron  have  been 
sunk  by  torpedoes  after  a  fierce  engagement 
with  the  Government  fleet. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Primrose  League,  the 
Marquis  of  Salisbury  stated  that  he  approved 
of  increasing  the  number  of  life  Peers  in  the 
House  of  Lords  and  of  preserving  the  present 
organization,  otherwise  the  House  would  be 
entitled  to  claim  representative  powers. 


Paris,  April  3. 

M.  Brown-Sequard  is  dead. 

Several  tribes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tim- 
buctoo have  made  their  submission. 

Paris  April  4- 

The  International  Sanitary  Conference  which 
has  been  discussing  the  prevention  of  cholera 
has  concluded  its  deliberations.— Daily  Press. 

r Brown-Sequard,  Professor  Ch.  E,  M.D.  Paris,  F.R.S., 
F.R  C  P.  Lond.,  Hon.  LL.D.  Cantab,  a  physician  and  physio- 
logist, was  born  in  the  Mauritius,  181?.  He  has  devoted  his 
time  since  his  graduation  almost  exclusively  to  an  extended 
series  of  experimental  investigations  on  important  physiologi- 
cal topics,  such  as  the  conditions  and  functions  of  the  different 
constituents  of  the  blood,  animal  heat,  the  spinal  cord  in  its 
normal  and  pathological  states,  the  brain,  the  muscular  system, 
the  sympathetic  nerves  and  ganglions,  and  the  inhibitory  and 
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other  influences  of  many  pnrts  of  the  boilv  upon  others 
He  has  visited  the  United  States  (his  father's  country' 
many  times,  delivering  short  courses  of  lectures,  and 
instructing  private  classes  of  physicians  In  his  discoveries. 
Having  hern  oiled,  in  i.Stio,  to  take  charge  of  the  then 
newly  established  hospital  for  the  paralysed  and  epileptic 
in  London,  he  had  the  honour  of  delivering  the  Cruonian 
lecture  at  the  Royal  Society  and  the  Gnlstonian  lecture  at  the 
College  of  Physicians.  He  had  previously  in  1858,  had  the 
ureat  and  exceptional  honour  of  bcinif  invited  to  deliver  six 
lectures  at  the  College  of  Surgeons.  He  lived  in  London  till 
18(14,  and  then  went  to  the  United  States,  where  he  was  ap- 
pointed Professor  of  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  tin  Ner- 
vous System  at  Harvard  University.  Returning  to  France  in 
1809  he  was  appointed  Professor  in  the  Kcole  de  Medicine  in 
Paris.  In  1808  he  founded,  in  Paris,  with  Drs.  Charcot  and 
Vulpian,  the  Archives  de  Physiologic  normate  et  palhologigue,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  sole  editor.  He  has  published  a  large 
number  of  lectures  in  the  London  Lancet  on  various  kinds  of 
paralysis  of  cerebral  or  spinal  origin,  and  on  other  subjects, 
and  also  many  essays  and  papers,  giving  the  details  of  his 
discoveries,  besides  several  works  on  epilepsy,  on  panilysis  of 
the  lower  extremities,  on  the  physiology  and  pathology  of 
the  central  nervous  system,  and  on  functional  nervous  allec- 
tions.  He  has  received  several  prizes  from  the  French 
Academy  of  Sciences,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and,  in  1878, 
was  elected  to  the  chair  of  medicine  at  the  College  de  Prance. 
In  1881  he  was  awarded  the  Baly  medal  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  of  London. — Men  of  the  Time.] 


(From  Japanssi  Papers.) 

Koclii,  April  24th,  10  a.m. 
Some  excitement  prevails  among  residents  of 
Shinsho  and  five  other  villages  in  Takaoka  Dis- 
trict in  consequence  of  the  authorities  having 
ordered  the  postponement  of  the  work  of  re- 
pairing embankments. 

Kyoto,  April  24,  1.42  p.m. 

H.I.H.  Prince  Komatsu  arrived  here  to-day, 
and  put  up  at  the  Nakamura  Hotel.  Viscount 
Hijikata,  Minister  of  the  Imperial  Household, 
visited  the  Nijo  and  Katsura  Detached  Palace 
yesterday,  and  proceeded  to  Uji  to-day. 

Osaka,  April  26th,  4.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Murota,  Japanese  Consul  General  at 
Fusan,  Korea,  arrived  hereto-day.  He  intends 
conferring  with  merchants  of  this  city  in  regard 
to  Korean  trade.  He  denies  that  Japanese  re- 
sidents of  Fusan  are  raising  money  to  "be  sent 
to  Hong  in  recognition  of  services  rendered  to 
Korea  in  murdering  Kim. 

Matsuye,  April  26th,  1.58  p.m. 

A  violent  gale  accompanied  by  heavy  rain 
visited  here  last  night. 

Miyazaki,  April  26fh,  11. 18  a.m. 

Viscount  Ito  Sukeyori,  ex-chief  of  the  Ubi 
clan,  died  last  night. 

Okayama,  April  27,  9.35  a.m. 
The  Takahashi  and  Asahi  rivers  have  broken 
their  embankments  at  Katashima  and  a  great 
flood  resulted.  The  released  waters  have  form- 
ed an  extensive  lake  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  village. 

Okayama,  April  27,  11.04  a.m. 
Owing  to  the  severe  flood,  railway  communi- 
cation to  the  west  of  Kurashiki  has  been  inter- 
rupted. 

Osaka,  April  27,  12.35  P  m- 
Heavy  rains  commenced  to  fall  in  the  Bitchu 
Province  about  two  o'clock  this  morning  and 
continued  till  four  o'clock,  by  which  time  the 
embankments  on  the  Takahashi  river  were  wash- 
ed away,  and  railway  tracks  to  the  west  of  Kura- 
shiki have  been  rendered  impassable. 

Amiboshi,  Banshu,  April  27,  7  p.m. 
Serious  inundations  have  occurred  here,  and 
the  railway  track  is  buried  under  four  feet  of 
water.    Traffic  is  suspended. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 ♦  


THE   NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUE 

From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K.  Friday,  May  4th. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  May  6th. t 

From  Canada,  &c.    ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Sunday,  May  6th. t 

From  Hongkong    per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Wed'day,  May  and.§ 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  May  6th. 

From  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co,  Thursday,  May  10th. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Tuesday,  May  15th. 

From     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N   D.  Lloyd  Wed'day,  May  16th. 


f  Belgic  left  San  Francisco  on  April  igth.  t  Empress  of  Japan 
left  Vancouver  on  April  23rd.  S  Gaelic  left  Hongkong  on  April 
35th.    The  English  mail  is  on  board  the  steamer  Angers. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 


For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Sunday,  April  29th. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday,  May  1st. 

For  America    per  O,  &  O.  Co.  Friday,  May  4th. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai     per  M.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  May  3th. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Monday,  May  7th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C.  P.  R.  Co  Friday,  May  nth 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  May  lath. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N,  D.  Lloyd  Friday,  May  18th. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash         per  N,  P.  Co.  Saturday,  May  19th. 


LATEST  S HIPP  IN  ii, 
♦ 

ARRIVALS. 
Concord  (6),  U.S.  gunboat,  Commander  Goodi  icli, 

2 isi  April, — Nagasaki. 
Ancona,  British  steamer,  i,88o,  W.  D.  Mudie, 

2ist  April, —  Hongkong  via  potts,  14th  April) 

Mails  and  General. — P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Kumamoto  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,240,  Mokai, 

21st  April, — Sakaia  181I1  April,  General. — Nip 

pon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
George  Feabody,  Amriican  schooner,  62,  C,  Lin d- 

beig,  22nd  Apul, — Not  th  Pacific:,  122  Seals. — 

T.  M.  Laffin. 
Hoktisltiu  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka, 

22ml  April, — Oiai  u,  Coal. — S.  Oka. 
Kanazaiua  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  895,  Nakai. 

22nd  Apiil, — Otatti,  Coal. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Niiigchow,  Biitisli  steamer,  1,735,  G.  L,  Gratton, 

22nd  April, —  London  via  poi  is,  Genet  al. — W. 

M .  Sti  aclian  &  Co. 
Oceana,  German  steamer,  1,628,  J.  Behrens,  22nd 

Apiil, — Hamburg  via  poils,  Geueial. — Simon, 

Evers  &  Co. 

Saipan,  British  schooner,  75,  J.  T.  Blanchfield, 
R.N.R.,  22nd  April,— Put  Back,  Ballast.— 
Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 

Sendai  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
22nd  Apiil, — Kobe  21st  April,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thoinpsen,  22nd  Api  il, — Otatu  via  poi  is  igth 
Apiil,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese.steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
231  d  April,— Kobe  2lsl  April,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Malstimoto,  241I1  April, — Kobe  23rd  April, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 
24th  April,— Olaru,  Coal.— S.  Asano  &  Co. 

Benlawers,  British  steamer,  1,483,  Webster,  24th 
Apiil, — London  via  ports,  General. — Coinesik 
Co. 

City  of  Sydney,  American  steamer,  1,940,  W.  B. 
Seabury,  231  d  April, — San  Francisco  4th  April, 
Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Tacoma,  British  steamer,  1 ,661,  J.  R.  Hill,  23rd 
Apiil, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  via.  Victoria,  B.C.,  5th 
April,  Mails  and  General.— Dodwell,  Catlill  & 
Co. 

Aikoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,067,  Furukawa, 

231  d  April, — Honolulu,  General. — Oiye. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 

24th  Apt  il,— Kobe  22nd  Api  il,  General.— Nada 

Kogio  Kahushiki  Kaisha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,  25th  April, — Otaru  via  ports  201I1  April, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 

261I1  April,— Kobe  25th  April,  General.— Nip- 

pon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Glenearn,  British  steamer,  1,409,  261I1  April, — 

London  via  ports,  Genet  al. — Jardine,  Matheson 

&  Co. 

China,  British  steamer,  2,600,  Win,  Ward,  27th 
Api  il, — San  l<rancisco,  via  Honolulu,  1  oil  1  Api  il, 
Mails  and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Natal,  French  steamer,  4,038,  H.  Verron,  271I1 
April, —  Marseilles  l8th  March,  Hongkong  191I1 
Apiil,  Shanghai  22nd,  and  Kobe  26th,  Mails 
and  General. — Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
27th  April, — Shanghai  and  ports,  21st  April, 
Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Yarroivdale,  Biilish  steamer,  1,920,  Johnson,  27th 
April, — Middlesboro'  via  ports,  General.  — Dod- 
well, Catlill  &  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,580,  H.  Walter, 
21st    April, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha . 

City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  American  steamer,  2,246, 

J.  T.  Smith,  21st  April, — San  Francisco,  Mails 

and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  C.  Olsen, 

2ist  Api  il, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yarra,  French  steamer,  2,126,  de  Maubeuge,  21st 

Apiil, — Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. 

—  Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Dryfesdale,  British  steamer,  1,574,  J.  R.  Stewart, 

22nd  April, —  Hongkong  via.  ports,  General. — 

Dodwell,  Catlill  &  Co. 
Rheingold,   German  steamer,  637,  Bahls,  22nd 

April, — Kobe,  Sugar. — Chinese. 
Both-well  Castle,  British  steamer,  1,683,  Robertson, 

24th  April, — Hongkong  via  ports,   General. — 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
City  of  Sydney,  American  steamer,  1,940,  W.  B. 

Seabury,  24th  April, — Hongkong,  Mails  and 

General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 


Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 

24th  April,— Shanghai  and  pons,  Mails  and 

General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  'J'.  Sakai, 

241I1  Api  il,— Otam  via  pons,  General.— Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  Steamer,   1,011,  Hayashi, 

241  li  April,— SliiiiAgawa, General.— Nada  Kogio 

Kabnsliiki  Kaisha. 

Achilles,  Biilish  steamer,  1,470,  Hatvey,  251I1 
April,— London  via  ports,  General.— Butler* 
held  &  Swii  e. 

Tacoma,  Biilish  steamer,  1,661,  J.  R.  Hill,  25th 
Api  il,— Hongkong  viA  pons,  General.—  Dod- 
well, Cailill  &  Co. 

llokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S-  Oka, 
2311!  Apiil,— Otam,  Ballast.— S.  Oka. 

Kumamoto  ™, Japanese  steamer,  1,240,  Mokai, 
23id  April,— Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
231  d  Apiil,— Kobe,  General.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Matsnmaye  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  478,  S.  Higo, 
23' 11  Apiil,— Hakodate,  General.— Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Aikoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,067,  Furukawa, 
25th  April,— Kobe,  General.— Oiye. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Malsumoto,  25th  April,— Kobe,  General.— Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Ningchow,  British  steamer,  1,735,  G-  U  Gratton, 
26th  April,— Hongkong  via  ports,  General.— 
VV.  M.  Strachan  &  Co. 

Retriever,  American  schooner,  75,  Lavender,  26th 
April,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— T.  M. 
Laffin. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 
26th  April,— Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Asano  &  Co. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
27th  April,— Otaru  via  ports,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  27th  April,— Kobe,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Volute,  British  tank-steamer,  2,348,  Stott,  37th 
Anril, — Hamburg  and  London  via  poits,  Gene- 
ral.— Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports  : — Mr.  H.  Wesl,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Dare  and 
native  servant,  Mr.  C.  E.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  J. 
Caldicolt  in  cabin  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Farrell  in  Euro- 
pean steerage.  The  following  passengers  booked 
to  Yokohama  disembaiked  at  Kobe  : — Surgeon- 
Major-General  and  Mrs.  Webb,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rowe,  Mr.  Littlewood,  Mr.  J.  F.  Pearson,  Mr. 
Maiks,  Mrs.  Hamilton  Sharp,  and  Mr.  Sprague 
in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  from 
Otaru  via  ports  : — 4  Japanese  in  cabin,  and  36 
Japanese  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Tacoma,  from  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C.  : — Captain  C.  J.  Kelley, 
Mr.  A.  R.  A.  Heath,  and  Mr.  C.  Kline  in  cabin, 
and  36  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Aikoku  Maru,  from 
Honolulu  : — Messrs.  Ogura,  Goto,  Ono,  Ogi,  R. 
H.  Leschinsky,  T.  Tanaka,  and  J.  Nessle  in  cabin, 
and  436  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Olaru  via  ports  :— Mr.  Crawford  and  Mrs.  Shi- 
momura  in  cabin  ;  5  passengers  in  second  class, 
and  36  passengers  and  80  Government  passen- 
gers in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  from  San  Francisco 
via  Honolulu  :— Mr.  A.  A.  Thomas,  Mrs.  Webb, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Graham  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Siemssen, 
Mr.  O.  H.  P.  Noyes,  Mr.  W.  N.  Patker,  Mr.  Jno. 
Hill  Morgan,  Mr.  Jas.  L.  Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  R.  Aldridge,  Mrs.  Holmes  and  2  children, 
Mrs.  Wrigbt,  Mrs.  Flint,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Guivther,  Mr.  D.  L.  Streeter,  Miss  Nellie  Stow, 
Miss  Kate  Stow,  Mr.  W.  Krumm,  Mr.  E.  R. 
Wheeler,  Mr.  D.  W.  Deshler,  Mr.  F.  J.  Friend, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Schuittenhelm,  Mrs.  Chamber- 
lain, Mr.  Chamberlain,  Miss  Chamberlain,  Mr. 
F.  P.  Soloman,  Mr.  J.  Chas.  Wagner,  Mr.  E.  D. 
Oppenheimer,  Miss  Caroline  T,  Burkham,  Miss 
Mary  S.  Burkham,  Mr.  A.  E.  McGlew,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Aveny,  Mr.  T.  R.  Jernigau,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McCalsky,  Mr.  T.  Lazanes,  Mr.  C.  Nestor  Edison, 
Dr.  E.  A.  Luiidy,  Mr.  M.  Seya,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McDonald  in  cabin.  For  Hongkong  :— 
Miss  Kemper,  Mr.  Kemper,  Master  Kemper, 
General  Del  Kemper,  Mr.  Jno.  Scrynegeous,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Ftith,  Mr.  E.  J.  Moss,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saml. 
Wells,  Miss  Wells,  Miss  A.  Marvin,  Mr.  J.  Alice 
Hunt,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Hunt  and  2  children,  Miss  L. 
Html,  and  Miss  Courtney  in  cabin. 
Per  French  steamer  Natal,  from  Marseilles  vii 
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p0lts: — Miss  Bmlon,  Messis.  Dawson, 
G.  Yoshida,  Emm.  Cronquois,  OUa,  Kodama,  P. 
Barboutau,  Yasuda,  J0I111  Thomson,  Lee  Yan 
Lye  and  servant,  Yeo  Geng  Ye,  Lognand  and 
infant,  Mis.  Blanchard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C  Cohen, 
Messrs.  Colthiirst,  Loiiet,  G.  Ai bonin,  G.  Ache- 
son,  A.  E.  Breece,  Atun,  Hon.  W.  Maxwell, 
Messrs.  Nio  Hong  Ten,  A.SaiUies,  Thiel,  Port, 
Ziegfled,  Delbourgo,  Nanson  and  family,  Wylie, 
and  Mr.  Nanson's  infant  and  governess  in 
cabin  ;  and  Messrs.  Ismail  and  John  Mohamed, 
and  4  Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports  :— Lieut.  Barroll,  Lieut.  Lochlin, 
Lieut.  Kubo,  Mrs.  Norton,  Mrs.  Ray,  Mis.  Stone, 
Mr.  Lowder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Tilden,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Holland,  Mr.  P.  J.  Stutchbuiy, 
Mr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Matsuura,  Miss  Diveis, 
Mi.  R.  Inouye,  Mr.  D'Aic,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  T. 
Takagi,  Mr.  Pardon,  Mr.  VVm.  Vivian,  Miss 
Emil,  Miss  Ethel,  Miss  Nelly,  Miss  Mary,  and 
Mrs.  Steele's  amah  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  Alfred  Kaup, 
Mr.  Fukuda,  Mr.  Hone,  Mr.  Bather,  Miss  Ozawa, 
and  Miss  T.  Ono  in  second  class,  and  32  passen- 
gers in  steerage. 

DEPARTED.  V 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
for  San  Francisco  Mr.  James  McWilliams, 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Hancock,  Miss  Ella  C.  Bond,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Mason  and  daughter,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Newson,  Mr.  T.  A.  Rogiue,  Surgeon-Major  O. 
Cusack,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jamison,  Miss  Jamison, 
and  Dr.  and  Mis.  Ten  ill  in  cabin. 

Per  Fiench  steamer  Yarra,  for  Shanghai  via. 
K0be:— Mr.  K.  C.  Gulland,  Mr.  A.  C.  Re 
Mr.  Th.  Cully,  Mr.  FianU  Leybuin  and  servant, 
Mrs.  San  Pedro,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tarnshard,  Mr.  J. 
T.  Sterling,  Mr.  P.  E.  Heermann,  Mr.  Descuhes, 
Mr.  Delastie,  Mr.  Mecuin,  Mr.  A.  Baran,  Mr.  J. 
Bannon,  Lieut.  A.  Jenkins,  Lieut.  D.  H.  Grant, 
Mr.  Shwarcow,  Mr.  W.  G.  Powers,  Mr.  ]. 
Eymard,  Mr.  Aithur  Graf,  and  Mr.  Eugene 
Nebelung  in  cabin  ;  and  4  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports  :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  MacCai  thy,  MissTyng, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Hellyer  and  child,  Messis. 
T  Reed  W.  P.  Turner,  Masujima,  T.  Kusumoto, 
Richard  Harris,  G.  T.  Thursby,  M.  T.  B.  Mac 
pherson,  H.  F.  Wingrove,  and  A.  R.  A.  Heath  in 
cabin;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hedges,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Uchida,  Mrs.  Tosa,  Messrs.  Th.  Deightonr 
T.  Mercer,  and  W.  G.  Harding  in  second  class, 
and  52  passengers  in  steerage. 


titer.  61,  sea  60  ;  at  4.9  p.m.  fresh  south-westerly 
gale  and  overcast  weather;  at  midnight  same 
weather,  bar.  29.74,  tfier;  61,  sea  59;  on  the  2ist 
at  4  a.m.  same  weather,  bar.  29.68,  titer.  65,  sea 
64;  at  noon  moderate  south-westerly  breeze  and 
clear  weather,  bar.  27.73,  ther.  62,  sea  57.  Ar- 
rived at  Yokohama  at  9.20  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  Cap- 
tain W.  Thompson,  reports  :—  Left  Otaru  the  18th 
April  at  10  a.m.  and  arrived  at  Hakodate  the 
19th  at  3.05  a.m. ;  expeiienced  light  to  moderate 
northerly  and  westerly  winds  and  overcast  wea- 
ther. Left  Hakodate  the  20th  at  7.55  a.m.;  ex- 
perienced light  variable  winds  and  rainy  weather 
throughout  the  passage.  Arrived  at  Oginohama 
the  21st  at  7.15  a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  2 
p.m.;  experienced  fresh  noitherly  winds  and  clear 
weather  throughout  the  passage.  Arrived  at 
Yokohama  the  22nd  Apiil  at  3.311  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yatnashiro  Maru,  Cap 
tain  Young,  reports  :— Left  Otaru  the  20lh  April 
at  2  p.m.;  had  light  variable  airs  and  cloudy 
weather.  Arrived  at  Hakodate  the  21st  at  7.30 
ka.m.  and  left  the  23rd  at  7.55  a.m. ;  had  moderate 
variable  airs  and  fine  weather,  but  heavy  N.E 
swell.  Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  24th  at  6.37 
a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  0.20  p.m. ;  had  light 
N.E.  winds  and  heavy  N.E.  sea  to  Inuboye; 
thence  to  port  light  variable  airs  and  fine  weather 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  25th  April  at  1. 10  p.m 
The  British  steamer  China,  Captain  Wm 
Ward,  reports  -.—Left  San  Francisco  the  10th 
April  and  Honolulu  the  1 6th;  had  fine  weather 
from  Henolulu  until  the  last  24  hours ;  .thence  to 
port  rainy  and  foggy  weather,  causing  several 
stoppages  outside,  and  coming  up  the  bay. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  Captain 
Conner,  reports  :— Left  Shanghai  the  21st  April 
at  11  a.m.;  experienced  moderate  north-easterly 
winds  and  sea,  with  rain  to  arrival  at  Nagasaki 
the  23rd  at  7  a.m.  Left  the  same  night  ;  had 
moderate  northeily  breeze  and  fine  weather  to 
Shimonoseki.  Left  again  the  24th  at  5  p.m.  ;  had 
fine  weather  and  light  easterly  winds  to  Kobe, 
arriving  the  25th  at  2  p.m.  Left  Kobe  the  26th 
at  noon  ;  had  dull  rainy  weather  and  fresh  east 
breeze,  which  continued  until  an  ival  in  Yokohama 
the  27th  April  at  5  p.m. 


lower  prices;  but  holders  are  not  willing  to  give 
way  to  any  extent. 

PER  PICUL. 

flat  Data,  i  i«clt    *3  <5o  to  3.65 

Plat  Mars,  J  inch    3  7°  to  3.75 

Round  ami  stiuaie  up  to  J  incli    3.60(03.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    370  to  3.80 

Sheet  Iron   475  to  5  °° 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    g. 20  to  9. 80 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.00  to  6.35 

Tin  Hlates,  per  I. ox   6.10  to  6.30 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    1 -1°  t0 

[{ ICROSItNK. 
No  change  in  this  market.    Dealers  appear  to 
expect  some  concessions  from  the  rising  exchange. 

Chester    $'-7*i  to  1.75 

Comet    '-70  to  1.73J 

Devoe   

Russian  Anchor   ••<57i  to  1.70 

Russian  Moon    «-°5   to  1.674 

SUG  A  l< . 

No  special  feature  to  note  in  this  market.  A 
fair  amount  of  business  doing  at  current  prices. 

PER  PICUL. 

Urown  Takao    $4-<5°  to  4.75 

Brown  Manila    5-20  to  5.30 

Brown  Daitong   3.60103.70 

Brown  Canton    4-4"  to  4S0 

White  Java  and  Penang   7.10  to  7.20 

White  Ketir.ed    7-5°  to  9.50 


CARGOES. 
Per    Biitish    steamer  Victoria, 
Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C.:  — 


for  Tacoina, 


PACIFIC 
COAST. 

Yokohama   ...  14 

Hongkong   242 

Calcutta    20 

Foochow  .... 
Amoy  


TEA. 

NEW 

YORK •  CHICAGO.  CANADA. 


OTHER 
CITIES  . 


—  666 


304  — 


—      846        —       —  — 


846 


666 


304 


I  DIAL. 

'4 

242 
20 
970 
846 

2,092 


OTHER  CITIES. 


Total   276 

SILK. 

NSW  YORK 

Yokohama    48     

Total   48    —    48 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
for  San  Fi  ancisco  : — 

T  it  A  . 

S  A  H  N EW  MON-  OTHER 

rHIHrillCIl,   YORK.  CHICAGO.  TREAL.  CITIES. 


Vohohama 
Hongkong 

Total.. 


Shanghai  ... 

Hongkong 

Vokohama 


9'7 
'77 

1,094 


135 


55 


—  1. 


"35 

SILK 


55 


84 

205 
89 

378 


HARTFORD. 


84 
205 

95 
384 


Total    6 

Per  French  steamer  Yarra,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Raw  Silk  for  France,  274  bales  ;  Waste 
Silk  for  France,  33  bales 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,\o\  blianghat 
and  ports  :— Treasure,  $268,000.00 

-REPORTS. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Kumamoto  Maru,  Cap 
tain  Mokai,  .eports  -.-Left  Safcata  the  18th  April 
at  S  18  a  m.  ;  had  gentle  west  breeze  and  cloudy 
weather,  bar.  30.09,  ther.  51,  sea  50  ;  on  the  igtl 
at  4  a  m.  gentle  easterly  hi  eeze  and  overcast  wea 
the.,  bar.  30. 09,  titer.  48,  sea  47  ;  at  noon  same 
weather;  at  4  p.m.  not  th-eastei  ly  breeze,  force 
same  and  overcast  weather;  at  midnight  same 
weather;  on  the  20th  at  8  a.m.  same  weather,  bar 
29.93,  ther.  54,  sea  57  ;  at  4  p.m.  gentle  south 
westerly  breeze  and  overcast  weather,  bar.  29.98 


LATEST  C OMMER CIA L . 


1,70    to  2.00 

i  .70  to  2.35 
175    to  3.7s 

PER  YARD  . 
|6     tO  0  21 

6.85  to  9,05 
0  85    tn  1 .00 

PRR  PIECE. 

1.55   to  1.70 

80    lu  3.10 
to  2  So 


IMPO  RTS. 
No  good  news  in  this  market.  Importers  com 
plain  of  lack  of  buyers;  and  some  dealers  are 
reported  as  being  behind-hand  with  deliveries  of 
purchases  previously  made.  Quotations  nomi- 
nally the  same  until  some  trade  comes  along  to 
test  them. 

co i  ron  piEcic  goods. 

PER  PIECE. 

lirey  Shirtings— 8i  lti,  3H4  yds.  3yi  riches  $2.40   to  2.90 
Grey  Shirtings— »lll,  38,  yds.  45 inches    2.60    to  3  35 
I'.  Cloth— 7)b,24yards,32inches  ...... 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yards,  44  inches... 
Prints— Assorted.24  yards,  30  inches... 
Cotton— -Italians  a  ml  Salteens  Ulaclc,  33 

inches    3 

Velvets— Hlack,  35  yards,  » inches  ■•■ 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4II1,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    ' 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    1 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4%  24/15  yards, 

32  inches    3>35 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  sib,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3  °o   to  3.20 

WOOI.I.ItNS.  PER  YARD. 

Flannel   $0.27*  u,  0.45 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yards,  32  inches  hcst  0.35    hi  0.40 
Italian   Cloth,  30  yards,  32  inches 

Medium  4   "30 

Italian   Cloth ,   30   yards,  32  inches 

Common    025 

Mniisseline  dc  l.aine— Crape,  24  yaids, 

31  inches    °  '5 

Cloths — Pilot*,  54  ®      inches    0.35 

Cloths—  President*,  54  &  56  inches    ...  0.60 

Cloths— Union,  54  (ti.  .s6  inches    0.40 

ma.iUels— Scarlet  arid  Green,  4  to  34II1, 

per  Ih    o-45    l"  °-57l 

I  OTTON  VA  HNS.  per  picuL. 

Noa.  16/14,  Ordinary   

SJoe,  16/24,  Medium    $38.00  to  39.00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  llest   39-50  to  40.50 

Nos.  16/24,  Reveise   •   — 

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   4'  00  to  42.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    42  00  to  43.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  llest   4.1  00  to  44.00 

Nos.  38/ 12,  Medium  to  Hest    4600(047.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    45  00  to  46.00 

No.. 12s,  Two-fold   ,   52-°°  to  54.00 


tn  0.35 
to  0.30 
to  o  22j 

to  0.50 
to  o.f>5 
to  0.70 


No.  20s,  llomliay    — 

No.  16s,  Bnmliav    — 

MIC  I  A  I  S. 

No  life  in  the  trade.    Dealers  are  talking  about 


EXPORTS. 
RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  20th  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  609 
piculs,  divided  thus  -.—Filatures,  468  piculs  ;  Re- 
reels,  55  piculs ;  Kakeda,  86  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  161  bales,  making  the  total 
business  of  the  week  about  800  piculs. 

Business  has  been  by  no  means  general  and  is 
chiefly  confined  to  three  or  four  shippers  for  the 
United  States  market.  Intelligence  from  Europe 
would  appear  to  be  very  dull,  as  there  is  no  buy- 
ing for  that  market  and  prices  of  fine  Filatures 
are  all  more  or  less  nominal. 

Our  stock  remains  well  over  7,000  piculs  and 
no  doubt  holders  would  make  concessions  to  be 
moving  a  little  faster. 

Exchange  has  been  higher  during  the  week, 
closing  as  per  note  at  foot. 

It  is  yet  too  early  to  say  much  about  the  new 
crop.  The  country  people  report  the  mulberry 
leaf  to  be  coming  out  in  good  shape:  and,  no 
doubt,  in  the  earlier  districts  hatching  will  have 
begun.  Without  any  accident  intervening,  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  large  and  satisfactory  crop. 

There  have  been  four  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  Canadian  mail  steamer 
Empress  of  China,  201I1  instant,  had  155  bales  for 
the  New  York  trade;  the  N.P.  steamev  Victoria, 
21st  instant,  48  bales;  City  of  Rio,  same  dale,  95 
bales  and  the  French  mail  steamer  Yarra  look 
274  bales  for  the  European  markets.  These  de- 
partures make  the  present  export  figures  40,685 
piculs,  against  45,734  piculs  last  year,  and  46,008 
piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Filatures.— Considei  able  business  has  been  done 
1    spring    reelings,  full  sizes,    and    the  follow- 
prices  have  been  entered :  Roku-mon-sen, 
o ;  Choshinsha,  $785  ;  Inasha,  Kaimeisha,  $780 ; 
Gakosha,  $775;   Hiranosha,    Yajima,  Meijusha, 
$770 ;  Rujokan,  $765  ;  Kairosha,  $760;  Tokosha  and 
Shunmeisha,  $755.    In  fine  sizes,  nothing  done. 

Re-reels. — A  small  business  in  these  at  the  fol- 
owing  prices: —  Iwaki,  $750;  Tortoise,  735,  with  fair 
Joshu  at  $690  and  medium  Bushu,  $660.  Demand 
is  not  large  and  holders  are  inclined  to  be  current. 

Kakeda. — Considerable  business  has  been  done 
at  what  look  like  cheap  pi  ices.  In  the  early  pait 
of  the  week  several  parcels  of  Daruma  were 
booked  at  $725;  latterly,  Musume  I  has  been  done 
at  $675,  with  Musume  II  at  $650,  showing  a  very 
considerable  reduction  on  the  prices  paid  at  the 
beginning  of  this  month. 

In  other  sorts,  nothing  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks—  No.  >t   — 

Hanks — No.  2  (Shinshu)    — 

Hanks— No.  2  (  joshu)    — 

Hanks— No.  24  (Shinshu)   — 

Hanks— No.  2£  (joshu). .(   — 

Hanks— No.  2J  to  3    — 

Hanks— No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  3J   — 

Filatures — Kxtra  10/1  2  deniers   Nom.  — 

Filatures—  lixtra  13/15  deniers    Nom.  — 

Filatures— No.  1,  10/13  deniers    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  den...  Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1  J,  10/ 1 4  deniers   $750  to  760 

Filatures— No.  1  J,  13/10,  14,17  den   750  to  760 

Filatures — No.  2.  10/15  deniers    720  to  730 

Filatures— No.  2,  14/18  deniers    720  to  730 

Filatures — No.  3,  1  4/20  denier s    700  to  710 

Re-reels — lixtra    — 

Re-reels— (Oshu)  llest  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-ieels— No.  1,  13/15,  1 4/1  6  deniers   75°  to  760 

Re-reels— No.  ij,  13/16,  14/1  7  deniers   720  to  730 

Re-ieels— No.  2,  14/18  deniers   700  to  710 


ing 


Apvil  28,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WKKKLY  MAII 


5 '9 


690 

(170 


He-ieels—  No.  aj,  i|  ill  ilciiiei'H    fiSo  to 

Kc  ieels — N11, 3,  1 1  10  denier*    660  to 

Kslieilns — Kxtm   Norn.  — 

Knlceilas — No.  1    Nom,   

Kaltedas— No.  14    67010  680 

KaUeiUs— No.  I    650  to  600 

KaKeilas— No.  }(    <Vj0  t0  040 

Kaltedas — No,  3    ...   

KaUedws — No.     

Kalccda* — No.  4     

Olllll  Sendai  —  No.  i4   — 

tiimalSuWi — No.  i,  a    Nom.   

ilainatsuni — No.  3,  4    Nom- 

>odai — No.  14...    

Kxpoii  Khw  SilU  Tables  In  27th  April,  i8g4. 

s...mi  .i.m  is.,,     189193.  ittgi-ga. 

linn       11 » 1  ■> .       it  a  1  ■• . 


IllllU'uC   32i7°5 

Aoiciirn    16,650 


1 


j  I  i  a  I e »  39,415 
I  I'icoU  40,685 


18,199 
26,74 1 

44,940 
45.734 


16,699 
2S.26S 

44.9S7 
46,008 


Bxport  from  1st  July  j  4'.35o  4e>'°°  46,15c 
Stoclt,  27th  April   7,250 


1,000 


47,100 


50 
4,050 


50,200 


A  ».il»  I. Ir  Ml  op  lien  I  o  ,iaU  48,600 

WASTE  SILK. 
Selllements  for  the  weelc  are  331  piculs,  divided 
ilius: — Cocoons,   70  piculs;   Noshi,   192  piculs 
Kibiso,  30  piculs;  Neri,  39  piculs.     No  direct 
export. 

Demand  lias  fallen  off  very  considerably,  but 
linlders  stand  out  firm  for  their  prices  and  no  re- 
duction of  any  consequence  can  be  obtained. 
Slock  remains  large  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
dealers  can  dispose  of  it  all  before  the  new  crop  is 
with  us. 

There  have  been  ihree  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  German  mail  Nurnberg, 
201I1  instant,  taking  164  bales  for  Europe;  the 
Victoria,  21st  instant,  50  bales  Kibiso  for  New 
York  and  the  French  mail  Yarya,  same  date,  33 
bales  for  Europe.  These  departures  make  the  pie- 
sent  expoit  figures  25,620  piculs,  against  39,360 
piculs  last  year  and  29,037  piculs  at  the  same  dale 
in  1892. 

Cocoons. — One  foreign  hong  has  taken  some  70 
piculs  of  Najiko,  prices  ranging  from  $14  to  $17. 

Noshi. — A  small  business;  good  Oshu,  $140; 
Tegara,  $120;  Shinshu,  $95;  good  Joshu, $%o; 
common  Joshu,  $625-. 

Kibiso. — Nothing  done  beyond  a  few  piculs 
Filatures,  prices  ranging  from  $1 10  to  $1 13. 

Sundries. — Some  business  has  been  done  in 
common  Neri,  price  running  from  $8  to  $12,  and 
this  is  supposed  to  be  for  shipment  to  Shanghai, 
together  with  the  Najiko  Cocoons  mentioned  above. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — Good  to  Uest   — 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Uest   $145  to  150 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Good    135  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Medium    125  to  130 

Noshi-ilo — Oshu,  Good  to  Uest    130  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Heat     

Noslii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Good   100  to  105 

Nostii-ito — Sliinsliu,  Medium    90  to  95 

Noslii-ito — Busliu,  Good  to  Heat   120  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Joshu,  Uest     

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Ordinary    65  to 

Kibiso — Filature,  Hest  selected   1 10  to 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds   loo  to 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Rest    70  to 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Best   — 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Seconds   ,   — . 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to 

Kibiso — joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to 

Kibiso — Hachoji,  Good   -.   35  to 

Kibiso — Hachoji,  Medium  to  I. ow   25  to 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vlawala— Good  to  Hest    170  to  180 

Export  Table  Waste  Silk  to  27th  April,  r 894-.- 
S  «' »  ■  0 1<  1893-94.     1899-93.  1891-93. 

Piculs.      P  kmii.  %.      Pioiji.  i. 

Waste  SilU    22,389       36,668  26,938 

Pierca<l  Cocoon*   3,231         2,692  ',099 


70 
120 
105 

80 


35 
30 

30 


IT.  A . 

Some  arrivals  of  New  Leaf  eveiy  day  now,  and 

considerable  buiineii  dona.    By  next  week  there 

will  he  Mill  larger  leceipts,  and  a  faiily  laige  ship- 
ment will  be  made  pel  Gaelic  on  the  4th  pioximo. 
VVt:  shall  then  setlle  down  to  a  regular  stride  and 
resume  quotations  for  the  new  season. 


Settlements  and  Dlicct 

Export  from  1st  July  . 
Stoclc,  27th  April    >5>55° 


25,620 

.  rictil.!. 
J  27.450 


39,360  29,037 


44,500 
2,400 


31,600 
7,500 


Available  supplies  to  date  43,000        46,900  39,100 

Exchange  has  improved  slowly  all  the  week, 
closing  as  under  : — London,  4111/s,  Credits,  2/2  ; 
Documents,  2/2-5;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/2^.  Nkw 
York,  3od/s.  U.S.  $52^  ;  4in/s.  U.S.  $53^.  Paris, 
or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.73  ;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.75. 

Estimated  SilU  Stock,  27th  April,  1804:  — 
Hanks   


Kalceda   

Osnn   

Vavsaam  Kinds 


Total  piculs    7,250 


Will  I. 

PICULS 

130 

3.560 

8,210 

2,940 

...  6,740 

740 

...  150 

10 

7,250 

Total  piculs  ... 

•  15.550 

EXCHANGE. 

Rxchange  has  hardened  during  the  week  and 
closes  fu  m. 

Sterling— UankT.T   3/1 J 

Sterling  —  Umili  mils  on  demand    2 '  1 J 

Sterling — Hanle  4  months'  sight    — 

Sterling — Private  4  months' sight   2/1J 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/2J 

On  Paris — Hanlt  sight   2.65 

On  Paris — Private  4  months'  sight    2  73 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    J°/0dis. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    i|  °/„  dis 

On  Shanghai — Hanlc  sight    724 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73^ 

On  India — Bank  sight  ...    184 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight    187 

On  America — Bank  Hills  on  demand    50J 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    52J 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight    5 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.14 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.22 

Bar  Silver  (London)    29^ 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS, 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDOMS  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOB  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 

~VX7"E  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 

March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Animal  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  World. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

1  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  indepeodent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship. 

•  ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com. 
panies  are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TKADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  -wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andto  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries] 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30.  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

1MIK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  \>y  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
he  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  .within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS, 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 
February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


Delicately  fragrant  as  the  Rose  itself. 
Always  sweet  and  fresh,  its  delightful 
odour  never  wearies. 

ATKINSON'S 
EATJ  DE  COLOGNE 

absolutely  superior  to  all  other  makes 
for  the  fineness  of  its  cj'oitid,  its  strength, 
and  its  exceedingly  refreshing  qualities-. 
Atkinson's  English  is  the  best. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
'White-  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  arc  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are  :  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  Kirst-class  Worlcmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Grea'est  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  fiitfh  iates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration . 

We  build  Steam  Launches  of  every  description^ rom  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachits  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c,  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  i£  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  passer,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, 1890,  in  competition  onen  to  all  makers. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  k  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  17I,  SUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, E.C 
May  7th,  1892.  1  y. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samiel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says—"  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  With  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  v>  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothinK 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock."  ■ 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  Mayist,  i8go. 


Awabdeo  Cold  Medal  L'pool  Interna  EXHIBITION,  1883. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 


SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture," 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug-  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■atkbUshed  a  Quarter  of  m.  Century. 


YARROWS 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 

ASK  IFOIR, 


LI  E  BIG  GOM  RAN  Y  S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  .baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  GHEAPE3T 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England, 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORQS' 
FLUID 

MAGNESIA/ 

N.B.-  ASK  FOR 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTKIC    LAUNCH  "GLOW-WORM 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power — Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
— also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 

Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary  ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments.  j 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager. 


TWICKENHAM. 


A-piil  2311!,  1893. 
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MARRIAGE. 

Dowler-Thorn — On  April  30th,  at  San  Francisco, 
C.'al.,  U  S  A.,  from  the  residence  of  Cautain  Charles 
Thorn,  at  St.  Stephen's  Chureh,  by  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Lion, 
Arthur  Ernest,  second  surviving  son  of  Frederick 
Dowler,  Esq.,  late  of  Leamington,  Warwickshire,  England, 
to  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Edgar  V.  Thorn,  Esq.,  of 
Yokohama.— (By  cable). 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 

Small-pox  is  still  very  prevalent  in  Nagasaki 
and  Shizuoka.  

The  Lyric  Company  will  open  at  the  Public 
Hall  on  Saturday  next. 

The  D'Arc  Marionettes  have  been  giving  most 
amusing  performances  at  the  Public  Hall  this 
week.   

The  political  parties  Doshi  Seisha  and  Domei 
Seisha  have  been  amalgameted  into  the  Rikken 

Kakushin-to.   

Mr.  Ukita  Satotsugu  has  been  appointed 
student  secretary  in  the  Japanese  Consulate  at 

Fusan,  Korea.   

The  usual  May-day  frost  scare  has  begun,  and 
all  the  silk-districts  are  telegraphing  their  fears 
as  to  the  probable  losses  sustained. 

The  British  vessel  Drumelton,  bound  from 
Shanghai  to  north  American  ports,  has  gone 
ashore  near  Tanegasliima,  Kiushu. 

The  recent  Charity  Ball  in  Tokyo  realised  a 
sum  of  1,046.26  yen,  which  has  been,  divided 
between  the  two  charities  concerned. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  shareholders 
of  the  Japan  Brewery  Company  was  held  on 
Monday  in  Yokohama,  and  the  reports  and  ac- 


counts were  adopted.  A  dividend  of  8  per 
cent,  for  the  year  was  declared. 

A  genuine  attempt  is  being  made  this  year  by 
Japanese  merchants  to  put  a  stop  to  the  adultera- 
tion of  tea  before  it  reaches  the  open  ports. 

The  Cricket  Ground  was  opened  on  Tuesday 
and  practices  have  commenced.  It  is  probable 
that  a  base-ball  match  will  open  the  season. 

The  Spring  Regatta  of  the  Yokohama  Amateur 
Rowing  Club  took  place  to-day.  The  heats  for 
various  events  were  rowed  off  during  the  week 
and  created  some  surprises. 

The  officials  in  Tochigi  have  presented  a  gold 
cup  to  Mr.  Orita,  ex-Governor  of  that  Prefec- 
ture, as  an  expression  of  esteem  for  kindness 
shown  by  him  while  Governor. 

The  sum  of  yen  20,000  has  been  granted  by 
the  Imperial  Household  toward  the  restoration 
of  the  Daibutsu  at  Nara  and  yen  5,000  towards 
a  permanent  repairing  fund. 

The  system  of  Commercial  Chambers  is  about 
to  be  introduced  in  to  Korea.  The  rules  are  said 
to  have  been  compiled  in  accordance  with 
those  of  similar  organizations  in  Japan. 

The  Sakai  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  pre- 
sented a  representation  to  the  Foreign  Minister 
and  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  Japanese  Con- 
sulate at  Bombay. 

A  fire  occurred  in  the  out-buildings  of  No. 
166,  Settlement,  a  house  occupied  by  the 
Chinese  compradore  of  the  Grand  Hotel,  on 
Sunday  night.  The  damage  was  confined  to 
the  out-premises. 

The  barley  crops  of  which  much  was  expected 
this  year,  have  received  great  injury  from  the 
recent  persistent  rains.  The  damage  done  is 
greatest  along  the  banks  of  the  Tonegawa, 
where  the  fields  are  mostly  submerged. 

The  regular  general  assembly  of  shareholders 
of  the  Meiji  Fire  Insurance  Co.  took  place  in 
Tokyo  on  the  1st.  Yen  20,000  was  declared 
as  dividend  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum, 
yen  17,111  being  added  to  the  reserve  fund. 

Mr.  Michel  Revon,  Professor  in  the  Law  Col- 
lege, Imperial  University,  and  Adviser  to  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Justice,  has  been  gazetted 
for  the  second  time  winner  of  the  laureate  prize 
for  eloquence  in  the  Acad^mie  Francaise. 

Lieutenant-General  Littleton- A  nneslry, 
late  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  troops  in  Scot- 
land, accompanied  by  the  British  Minister, 
proceeded  to  the  Palace  on  the  28th  ult.  and 
was  received  in  a  private  audience  by  H.I.M.  the 
Emperor. 

Judgment  was  delivered  in  Tokyo  on  Thursday 
in  the  Nishigori  case.  Nishigori  Yamaguchi 
Jyun,  Judge  Hoashi  Seiga,  and  Watanabe  Nao- 
kata  have  been  sentenced  to  various  terms  of 
imprisonment  with  proportionate  fines  and 
police  surveillance — they  have  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  Court — and  Messrs.  Goto 
Shimpei,  Okano  Kan,  Yamada  Jubei,  and 
Koyama  Toki,  were  acquitted. 

Mr.  Alpheus  Cleophas  Morton,  M  P.  for 
Peterborough,  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  annuity  to  the  Duke  of  Coburg  should 
be  abolished.  Mr.  Henry  Labouchere  and 
other  Radical  members  supported  the  motion, 
but  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty.    The  British  vote  for  Uganda 


for  the  current  year  is  fixed  at  /"50,ooo.  Mr. 
Henry  Hartley  Fowler  has  stated  that  neither 
the  Government  of  India  nor  the  Secretary  of 
State  contemplate  the  re-opening  of  the  Indian 
Mints  to  the  coinage  of  silver.  The  harvest 
prospects  in  Great  Britain  are  favourable. 
A  very  severe  earthquake  has  occurred  in 
Greece;  the  towns  of  Alalanti  and  Thebes  are 
almost  entirely  destroyed.  At  least  200  persons 
have  been  killed,  chiefly  in  the  villages  situated 
in  the  province  of  Phocis.  Whole  families  have 
been  destroyed  and  congregations  buried  beneath 
the  dibris  of  falling  churches.  A  large  army  of 
the  employed  is  marching  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  to  Washington  to  petition  for  the 
relief  of  their  grievances.  Hundreds  are  falling 
sick  by  the  wayside,  and  the  railway  companies 
refuse  to  grant  them  gratuitous  transport.  The 
affair  is  causing  a  general  ferment  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  troops  have  been  ordered 
to  intercept  the  Montana  contingent,  which  has 
turned  agressive.  The  German  Emperor  has 
been  appointed  honorary  Colonel  of  the  First 
(Royal)  Dragoons,  which  makes  him  the  first 
foreign  sovereign  in  the  British  Army  List.  A 
German  Loan  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  million  marks  has  been  issued. 
Lord  Rosebery,  speaking  at  the  City  Liberal 
Club,  appealed  to  the  Unionists  to  hold  aloof 
no  longer  from  the  party  which  held  the  copy- 
right in  the  name  Liberal,  and  guaranteed  the 
upholding  of  the  British  flag  abroad  and  the 
unity  of  the  three  kingdoms.  The  Unionist 
papers  are  of  opinion  that  Lord  Rosebery's  appeal 
will  be  futile.  Trouble  is  said  to  be  brewing  in 
Swaziland,  the  natives  being  determined  to  resist 
Transvaal  rule. 

There  is  no  improvement  to  chronicle  in  the 
Import  trade,  and  for  "spot"  business  the 
market  is  very  dull.  Some  contracts  are  said 
to  have  been  made  in  Yarns  and  Shirtings  for 
forward  delivery,  but  the  terms  have  not  tran- 
spired. Fancy  Cottons  continue  dull,  and  in 
Woollens  there  has  been  next  to  nothing  done. 
In  the  Metal  market  there  have  been  a  few  sales 
at  current  rates,  but  the  low  offers  made  have 
not  been  responded  to  by  holders,  who  have 
much  the  best  of  the  position  and  decline  to 
come  down.  The  Kerosene  market  is  quiet, 
and  only  a  few  small  sales  of  American  have  to 
be  recorded,  while  the  stock,  which  has  been 
increased  by  an  arrival  from  New  York,  now 
totals  about  half  a  million  cases.  The  long 
continued  brisk  business  in  Sugar  has  at  length 
toned  down,  and  with  free  arrivals  of  new 
crop  the  stock  has  considerably  increased, 
with  the  effect  that  all  descriptions  of  Brown 
are  easier.  Whites,  however,  exhibit  no  change 
in  value,  though  there  is  very  little  doing.  Only 
a  small  business  has  been  done  in  Silk,  and 
the  stock  is  still  heavy,  with  more  to  come  down 
from  the  interior.  As  mentioned  last  week, 
the  frost  "bogie"  was  introduced  directly  May 
set  in,  but  has  had  not  the  smallest  effect  on 
the  market,  in  fact  this  scare  is  about  played 
out.  There  is  every  probability  of  a  good  and 
plenteous  production,  independent  observers 
reporting  the  mulberry  leaf  as  fine,  forward, 
and  plentiful,  and  the  weather  has  gene- 
rally being  well  suited  to  hatching.  Very 
little  done  to  reduce  the  great  stock  of  Waste, 
holders  only  making  the  smallest  conces- 
sions for  the  small  parcels  taken.  There  is  a 
large  daily  business  in  the  Tea  market,  and  leaf 
is  coming  in  freely.  Prices  are  higher  than  last 
year  at  same  date,  but  when  the  present  rate 
of  exchange  is  considered  the  lay-down  cost  is 
less.  The  export  during  the  past  season,  clos- 
ing on  April  30,  shows  29,13 1,881  lbs.  against 
29,346,977  lbs.  the  previous  year.  Exchange  has 
been  fairly  firm  during  the  week,  and  rates  show 
a  slight  tendency  in  an  upward  direction. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


In  proportion  as  the  sixth  session  of  the  Diet 
draws  near,  the  organs  of  the  allied  sections  of 
the  Opposition  lay  increasing  stress  upon  the  im- 
portance of  confining  the  confederates'  attention 
to  a  few  large  questions  on  which  they  are  all 
agreed,  so  as  to  bring  about  a  serious  collision 
with  the  Cabinet  immediately  after  the  opening 
of  the  session.  The  Progressionist  papers  pre- 
tend to  believe  that  upon  the  issue  of  such  a 
collision  depends  the  existence  of  the  clan 
system  of  Government.  They,  therefore,  urge 
the  various  sections  of  the  Opposition  to  bury 
for  the  present  all  differences  of  opinion  among 
themselves  and  devote  their  united  energies  to 
the  task  of  demolishing  Clan  Government.  The 
fi°-ht  that  has  been  in  progress  between  Clan  Go- 
vernment and  the  people  for  more  than  ten 
years,  says  one  of  these  papers,  is  about  to  be 
decided  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  destruc- 
tion of  Clan  Government  is  for  the  Opposition 
a  paramount  question,  to  the  solution  of  which 
every  other  measure,  of  whatever  national  im- 
portance, must  be  sacrificed.  "The  allied 
parties  of  the  Opposition,"  writes  the  Mainichi 
Shimbun,  "are  entirely  agreed  on  three  ques- 
tions, namely,  the  demolition  of  Clan  Govern- 
ment, the  establishment  of  a  system  of  Respon- 
sible Cabinets,  and  the  adoption  of  a  strong 
and  dignified  foreign  policy.  The  growing 
derangement  in  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try is  a  matter  of  deep  concern  to  every 
patriot.  The  remedy  lies  in  the  adoption  of  a 
strong,  self-assertive  policy,  but  such  a  course 
cannot  be  expected  from  a  Cabinet  which  is  not 
responsible  to  the  Diet.  Hence  the  necessity  for 
establishing  a  system  of  Responsible  Cabinets. 
Responsible  Cabinets  being  incompatible  with 
Clan  Cabinets,  the  destruction  of  Clan  Govern- 
ment is  a  measure  demanding  urgent  attention, 
and  its  consummation  a  condition  absolutely 
essential  to  carrying  out  every  other  reform  in 
the  political  sphere.  Hence  the  destruction  of 
Clan  Government  is  the  first  object  of  the 
alliance  formed  by  the  different  sections  of  the 
Opposition  ;  an  alliance  having  its  basis  in  the 
hearts  of  the  forty  million  inhabitants  of  Japan. 
It  would  be  a  grievous  error  to  suppose  that 
the  movement  against  Clan  Government  is  con- 
fined to  a  few  political  parties." 

« 

tit  a 

Such  is  the  language  held  by  the  Opposition 
papers  in  general.  But  anybody  capable  of 
reading  between  lines  cannot  fail  to  remark  that, 
despite  these  lofty  words,  the  organs  of  the 
Kaishin-to  and  of  the  other  alleged  parties  are 
far  from  feeling  easy  about  the  issue  of  the  ap- 
proaching struggle.  Their  persistent  appeals 
to  the  various  sections  of  the  Opposition  to 
bury  petty  differences  of  opinion  and  be  united 
against  the  common  enemy,  indicate  plainly  a 
consciousness  of  being  perpetually  threatened 
by  danger  of  dissension  in  their  own  ranks. 
The  object  of  the  leaders  of  the  anti-Govern- 
ment alliance  is  to  concentrate  their  whole 
energy  upon  attacking  the  Cabinet  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  latter  may  be  forced  to  surrender 
unconditionally.  The  pursuit  of  such  a  policy 
will  leave  no  room  for  considering  measures  of 
practical  interest,  to  promote  and  pass  which 
many  members  belonging  to  the  allied  sections 
are  solemnly  pledged.  It  is  consequently  appre- 
hended that  these  members,  or  some  of  them  at 
least,  may  at  the  last  moment  refuse  to  support 
their'leaders  in  a  war  d.  Voutrance  against  the  Go- 
vernment. Asense  of  that  serious  danger  induces 
the  Opposition  organs  to  represent  the  complete 
downfall  of  Clan  Government  as  already  within 
sight,  hoping  thus  to  infuse  confidence  and 
contentment  into  the  bosoms  of  the  motley  forces 
of  the  alliance. 

0  tit 

The  NichiNichi  Shimbun,  on  the  other  hand, 
advises  the  Cabinet  to  pursue  an  independent 
line  of  policy,  paying  no  attention  to  the  opinions 
or  actions  of  the  Diet.  Our  contemporary's  esti- 
mate of  the  present  Diet  is  anything  but  favour- 
able. As  now  constituted,  the  Diet,  or  more 
correctly  the  Lower  House,  does  not  represent 
the  sober  and  intelligent  classes  of  the  people. 


Our  contemporary  entertains  little  doubt  that, 
one  of  these  days,  the  Japanese  House  of  Re- 
presentatives will  come  to  reflect  the  sentiments 
of  those  classes.  "  But  at  present  the  members 
of  that  House  make  it  their  sole  business  to 
embarrass  the  Government.  Advocating,  out- 
side the  walls  of  the  Diet,  a  strong  foreign  policy, 
they  do  not  hesitate,  inside,  to  oppose  the 
necessary  measures  for  national  defence.  They 
demand  the  maintenance  of  official  discipline 
and  the  reform  of  the  administration  ;  yet  they 
do  not  scruple  to  ask  for  sweeping  reduc- 
tions of  official  salaries  and  even  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  restrictions  on  the  appointment 
of  officials.  It  is  impossible  to  work  in  concert 
with  such  men,  and  we,  therefore,  advise  those 
in  power  to  pay  no  regard  to  what  the  House 
of  Representatives  says  or  does."  In  another 
article,  the  Nichi  Nichi  recommends  the 
Cabinet  to  dissolve  the  Diet  even  before  its 
assembly,  should  there  be  grounds  to  think 
that  the  people's  representatives  are  bent  merely 
on  destructive  measures,  and  in  a  third  article, 
our  contemporary  reminds  the  present  Mini- 
sters of  State  of  the  folly  of  troubling  them- 
selves about  the  policy  to  be  pursued  toward 
the  Diet.  If  they  are  inclined  to  waste  thought 
upon  such  a  fruitless  task,  it  is  a  sign,  says  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  that  they  are  not  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  at 
an  important  juncture  like  the  present,  in 
which  event  the  best  thing  they  can  do  is  to  re- 
sign and  give  place  to  men  strong  enough  to 
hold  the  Diet  at  its  true  value.  For  these 
articles  our  contemporary  is  severely  reviled  by 
the  Opposition  journals.  They  declare  that  the 
Nichi  Nicki's  writings  are  incendiary,  and  that 
the  paper  ought  to  be  suppressed.  In  truth 
they  cannot  for  a  moment  endure  to  have  meted 
out  to  them  the  measure  that  they  themselves 
are  perpetually  meting  out  to  the  Government. 
*  « 

On  the  subject  of  tariff  autonomy,  which  con- 
tinues to  attract  journalistic  attention,  the  writ- 
ngs  of  the  vernacular  press,  at  first  vague  and 
unreasonable,  are  becoming  clearer  and  more 
moderate.    As  already  stated  in  a  former  weekly 
summary,  there  prevailed  at  first  among  the 
metropolitan  papers  a  false  impression  that  the 
recovery  of  tariff  autonomy  meant  the  reserva- 
tion by  Japan  in  her  new  treaties  of  power  to 
fix  customs  duties  by  domestic  legislation.  But 
a  little  study  of  the  matter  has  enabled  them  to 
discover  that  Japan  need  not  insist  on  a  system 
followed  by  the  United  States  of  America  only, 
and  that  tariffs  had  better  be  arranged  by  means 
of  conventions.    Even  the  Nippon,  which  was 
perhaps  the  strongest  advocate  of  the  so-called 
complete  recovery   of  tariff   autonomy,  now 
admits  the  above  view.     "Whether  customs 
duties  should  be  regulated,"  says  our  contem 
porary,   "by  means  of  independent  legislation 
or  by   international    arrangement,    should  be 
decided  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
particular  Powers  concerned."    The  point  on 
which  much  stress  is  now  laid  is  that  a  treaty 
containing  tariff  schedules  should,  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  such  schedules,  receive  the  consent 
of  the  Diet  before  ratification  by  the  Emperor. 
They  contend  that  the  Diet  is  invested  by  the 
Constitution  with  power  to  prevent  the  conclu 
sion  of  tariff  conventions,  and  they  consequent 
ly  recommend  the  allied  sections  of  the  Op 
position  to  extract,  in  the  coming  session,  a 
plain  declaration  from  the  Government  as  to 
the  question,  at  what  stage  of  the  negotiations 
tariff  conventions  are  to  be  submitted  for  the 
approval  of  the  Diet.    They  are  also'  recom- 
mended  to  introduce  tariff  schedules  which 
may  be  applied  to  non-treaty  countries  or  to 
countries  with  which  negotiations  for  Revision 
may  have  been  broken  off  on  account  of  dif 
ferences  of  opinion  as  to  customs  duties  and 
with  which,  as  a  consequence,  the  existing  tariff 
arrangement  may  have  been   repudiated  by 
Japan.    There  will  not  be  much  time  for  such 
legislative  work  if  the  Opposition  parties  are  in 
earnest  in  their  declared  intention  of  precipi 
taling  a  decisive  collision  with  the  Cabinet  im 
mediately  after  the  opening  of  the  session. 
* 

*  * 

The  Fomiuri  Shimbun  complains  that  the 


Japanese  nation  is  comparatively  cold  on 
the  subject  of  tariff  autonomy.  The  public, 
says  that  paper,  is  ever  ready  to  be  ex- 
cited to  fever  point  on  the  question  of  Con- 
sular Jurisdiction,  but  manifest  no  such  en- 
thusiasm about  the  tariff  question.  This  singular 
circumstance  is  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  the 
Samurai  spirit  which  disdains  to  concern  itself 
much  with  questions  of  cents  and  dollars. 
Questions  of  rights  and  honour  are,  of  course, 
vital,  but  our  contemporary  reminds  its  country- 
men of  the  equal  importance  of  questions  affect- 
ing the  national  economy.  The  imposition  of 
higher  duties  would  produce  a  large  additional 
revenue  to  the  State,  and  there  would  then  be 
little  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  various  fiscal 
eforms  demanded  by  the  people.  The  Fomiuri 
is  the  first  on  this  occasion  to  raise  such  a  ques- 
tion. Economical  considerations  were  not  lost 
sight  of  formerly  by  Japanese  papers  in  discus- 
sing this  subject,  but  just  at  present  journalists 
seem  bent  more  than  ever  upon  confining  their 

attention  to  the  abstract  question  of  rights. 
* 

The  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
has  not  been  entirely  abandoned,  but  interest 
in  it  has  nearly  died  out.  During  the  present 
week,  a  significant  article  was  published  on  this 
subject  by  the  Hochi  Shimbun — significant  as 
being  virtually  a  confession  by  our  contem- 
porary that  the  movement  for  the  Strict  En- 
forcement of  Treaties  has  ceased  to  exist.  The 
Progressionist  organ  observes  that  the  Represen- 
tation on  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  need  not  be 
introduced  in  the  approaching  session  of  the 
Diet.  "  The  dissolution  of  the  late  House  of  Re- 
presentatives," says  the  Hochi,  "  was  no  doubt 
about  by  the  Representation  in  question.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  considered  that  the  question 
of  Strict  Enforcement  must  constitute  the 
principal  topic  of  discussion  in  the  coming 
session.  We  are,  however,  inclined  to  think 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  necessity  to  intro- 
duce in  the  next  session  a  Representation  on 
this  subject.  The  object  of  introducing  it  last 
session  was  to  induce  the  Government  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  present  treaties.  A  Re- 
presentation to  the  Government  presupposes  con- 
fidence in  that  Government's  ability  to  carry  out 
what  is  demanded,  It  is,  consequently,  illogical 
on  the  part  of  an  Opposition  which  places  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Cabinet,  to  make  Representations 
to  the  latter."  Moreover,  the  Government  has 
shown  itself  disinclined  to  adopt  the  suggestions 
contained  in  the  Representation.  Under  such 
circumstances,  our  contemporary  fails  to  see  any 
good  in  re-introducing  the  same  Representation 
in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet.  Instead  of 
taking  such  a  useless  step,  the  allied  factions  of 
the  Opposition  are  advised  to  vindicate  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  against 
the  charge  of  being  anti-foreign  and  to  prove  to 
the  world  that  it  is  simply  a  manifestation  of 
the  independent  spirit  of  the  Japanese  people. 
Instead  of  wasting  time  in  the  attempt  to  intro- 
duce such  a  Representation,  the  Opposition 
parties  are  advised  to  impeach  the  Government 
on  account  of  its  improper  conduct  in  dissolv- 
ing the  late  House  of  Representatives,  and,  in 
case  of  necessity,  to  appeal  to  the  decision  of 
the  Emperor,  so  that  a  responsible  Cabinet 
capable  of  sympathizing  with  the  growing  na- 
tional spirit  of  the  people  may  be  called  into 
existence.  If  the  Hochi  be  at  all  sincere  in 
the  above  explanation  of  its  position  as  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Representation  on  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement,  it  must  be  concluded  that, 
when  they  joined  in  the  introduction  of  the  Re- 
presentation in  the  last/ session  of  the  Diet,  the 
Progressionists  and  others  placed  confidence 
in  the  Government.  Such  a  conclusion,  how- 
ever, is  at  variance  with  the  well-known  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  parties  have  ever  been 
ready  to  declare  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Cabinet.  Of  course  the  true  reason  why  the 
Hochi  is  not  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of 
the  Representation  is  that  it  fears  a  crushing 
defeat  for  the  Opposition. 

» 

•  * 

There  is  going  on  a  curious  controversy  be- 
tween the  Hochi  Shimbun  and  the  Jiyu  Shim- 
bunon  the  question  of  StrictTreatyEnforcement. 
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It  originated  in  the  latter'*  declaration  that 
Treaty  Revision  is  in  a  sense  the  enforcement 
of  the  existing  treaties,  or  more  correctly  of  one 
of  their  Stipulations,  namely  that  relating  to  re- 
vision. The  Radical  organ's  reasoning  was 
strained  and  fallacious,  and  it  thus  exposed  it- 
self to  the  well  merited  ridicule  and  derision  of 
its  more  crafty  contemporary. 

*  • 

The  Korean  assassination  affair  has  received 
a  considerable  amount  of  journalistic  attention 
during  the  week.  We  give  below  the  gist  of  the 
principal  articles  on  the  subject. 

m 

*  * 

The  yiji  Shimpo  criticises  the  want  of  a  fixed 
policy  toward  Korea  on  the  part  of  the  Japan- 
nese  Government,  and  advises  the  latter  to 
make  no  further  delay  in  adopting  a  definite 
policy  with  a  view  to  securing  Japan's  interest 
in  the  peninsular  kingdom  in  the  event  of  any 
emergency.  Our  contemporary's  object  is  not 
to  convert  Korea  into  a  Japanese  dependency, 
but  to  save  it  from  falling  a  prey  to  some  power- 
ful country.  Some  persons,  says  the  Ji/t, 
maintain  that  the  best  course  for  Japan  is  to 
recognize  a  Chinese  protectorate  over  the  penin- 
sula and  assist  that  country  in  keeping  it  safe 
from  the  encroachment  of  other  Powers.  But 
such  a  policy  is  most  objectionable.  China  is 
not  in  a  condition  to  maintain  an  effective  pro- 
tectorate. China's  political  system  is  rotten 
to  the  core,  and  the  central  Government 
in  Peking  is  utterly  incapable  of  defending  its 
remote  frontiers  against  foreign  invaders.  China, 
therefore,  lias  more  than  enough  occupation  in 
preserving  her  own  existence  as  an  independent 
Power.  Nothing  could  be  more  disastrous 
than  to  entrust  the  integrity  of  the  Korean 
peninsula  to  such  a  country. 

„  * 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  states  that  it  is  a  mistake  to 
confine  attention  to  the  paltry  question  of  the 
assassination.  These  acts  of  insolence  on  the 
part  of  Korea  are  the  natural  consequences  of 
the  faulty  policy  followed  by  the  Government 
toward  her  since  the  year  1884.  Professing  to 
be  in  possession  of  important  information  con- 
cerning the  plot  of  assassination,  the  Kokkai 
declares  that  the  restrictions  enforced  by 
the  anthorities  upon  liberty  of  speech  do  not 
allow  it  to  express  its  opinion  freely.  But  it 
hopes  that  in  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet 
the  question  will  be  discussed  in  its  true  light 
and  without  the  restrant  of  jealous  authorities. 
The  Kokkai  advises  the  Opposition  to  spare 
nothing  to  attack  the  Government  on  its  errone- 
ous policy  towards  the  peninsular  kingdom. 
* 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  also  remarks  that  upon 
the  issue  of  the  discussions  in  the  Diet  with  re- 
ference to  the  Korean  question  will  depend  the 
fate  of  the  present  Cabinet.  Our  contemporary 
urges  the  Government  to  take  immediate  steps 
for  bringing  Korea  to  a  right  sate  of  mind. 

*  * 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  points  out  the  mistake 
of  endeavouring  to  secure  the  friendship  and 
respect  of  China  and  Korea  by  a  conciliatory 
policy.  Our  contemporary  divides  the  past 
history  of  Japan's  relations  with  these  countries 
into  three  periods.  The  first  period,  1868-1877, 
is  characterized  as  an  age  of  aggressive  policy. 
In  that  period  Japan  was  feared  and  respected 
by  her  neighbours.  The  seven  years  since  1877 
form  a  second  period,  characterized  by  Japan's 
endeavours  to  lead  her  neighbours  into  the  path 
of  progress.  During  that  period,  too,  Japan 
was  able  to  maintain  her  ground.  With  the 
Soul  emeute  of  1884,  commenced  the  third 
and  last  period  during  which  Japan  lost  her 
dignity  by  pursuing  a  weak  and  vacillating 
policy.  Past  history,  says  the  Mainichi,  plainly 
teaches  the  advisability  of  adopting  an  unbend- 
ing policy  towards  China  and  Korea. 

* 

*  * 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  draws  attention  to 
the  part  played  by  China  in  the  present 
question.  It  strongly  criticises  the  conduct 
of  the  Chinese  Government  in  delivering  the 
murderer  Hong  Tjyong-Ou  to  Korea  and 


in  affording  the  Korean  Government  the  bar- 
barous pleasure  of  being  avenged  on  the  ic- 
mains  of  the  fallen  refugee.  These  circum 
stances  considered  in  connection  with  the 
telegram  said  lo  have  been  sent  to  the  Soul 
Government  by  the  Viceroy  Li  congratulating 
the  latter  upon  the  murder  of  Kim,  have  led  the 
Japanese  public  to  suspect  China's  original 
complicity  in  the  plot  of  assassination.  Whether 
the  suspicion  is  well  founded,  remains  to  be 
seen.  Meanwhile,  the  Hoe  hi  maintains  that  the 
open  conduct  of  the  Chinese  Government,  calls 
for  a  remonstrance  from  Japan;  for  China  has 
insulted  Japan  by  paying  no  regard  to  her  sen- 
sibilities. If  China,  on  receiving  such  a  re- 
monstrance, expresses  regret  for  her  conduct, 
well  and  good  ;  but  should  she  refuse  to  take  that 
sensible  course,  then  it  would  be  Japan's  duty 
not  lo  deal  with  her  any  more  as  a  civilized  State. 
m 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  joins  the  other  papers  in 
demanding  a  decisive  policy  against  the  penin- 
sular kingdom.  It  severely  condemns  the 
wavering  policy  of  the  Japanese  Government 
in  the  past.  But  in  dealing  with  Korea,  Japan 
has  to  be  prepared  to  deal  ultimately  with 
China,  It  is  the  consciousness  of  this  circum- 
stance, says  the  Jiyu,  that  has  hitherto  caused 
the  Japanese  Cabinet  to  be  unusually  concili- 
atory towards  Korea.  The  Government  is  urged 
to  make  up  its  mind  to  a  strong  course  against 
the  Middle  Kingdom,  and  with  that  determina- 
tion to  deal  unflinchingly  with  Korea. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  RADICAL   PARTY'S  GRAND  CONFERENCE. 

The  Radical  Party's  grand  conference  com- 
menced on  April  25th  and  came  to  a  conclusion 
on  the  27th.  The  place  of  assembly  was  the 
Yayoi-kan,  Shiba  Park,  Tokyo.  About  a 
hundred  members  having  seats  in  the  Diet 
and  fifty  delegates  representing  different  locali- 
ties throughout  the  Empire,  took  part  in  the 
discussions,  while  the  proceedings  were  watched 
by  some  ninety  Radicals  who  were  not  allowed 
a  voice  in  the  transaction  of  business.  The 
first  meeting,  namely  that  on  the  25th,  was 
opened  at  10  a.m.,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr. 
Kono  Hironaka,  nominee  of  Count  Itagaki. 
The  proceedings  commenced  with  a  speech  by 
Count  Itagaki  on  the  present  situation  of  the 
Party,  a  translation  of  which  we  shall  publish 
in  our  next  issue.  The  speech,  listened  to  with 
deep  attention  by  all  present,  was  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  enthusiastic  outbursts  of  applause, 
and  the  venerable  leader  descended  the  platform 
amid  lusty  cheers  for  himself  and  the  Party.  Al- 
together his  reception  was  exceedingly  warm  and 
enthusiastic,  attesting  the  love  and  respect  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  followers.  Mr.  Kono, 
the  Chairman,  then  put  to  the  assembly  two  pro- 
posals, namely  that  in  the  present  conference 
the  programme  for  the  next  session  of  the  Diet 
be  drawn  up  by  a  special  committee  on  the 
basis  of  investigations  conducted  at  head  quar- 
ters, and  that  the  number  of  Kanji  (managers) 
be  increased  to  three,  one  to  be  called  the 
"  Business  Manager,''  and  the  other  two 
"  Political  Managers."  These  proposals  were 
unanimously  approved.  Reports  on  political  in- 
vestigations carried  out  at  the  head-quarters  of 
the  Party  were  then  read.  The  topics  discuss- 
ed in  these  reports  were  twenty-six,  the  more 
important  among  them  being  the  last  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Diet,  Naval  reforms,  the  question 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  Treaty  Revision, 
the  Chishima  Kan  affair,  the  disbursement  of 
the  surplus,  a  project  of  statutory  tariff  duties, 
reduction  of  the  land  tax,  reassessment  of  the 
taxable  value  of  land,  and  extension  of  steam 
navigation.  The  voting  for  the  election  of  a 
Committee  to  draw  up  the  programme  for  the 
coming  session  of  the  Diet  resulted  in  the  no- 
mination of  Messrs.  Ishida  Kannosuke,  Misaki 
Kamenosuke,  Kurihara  Ryoichi,  Suzuki  Shoji, 
and  eleven  others.  This  concluded  the  meet- 
ing for  that  day,  it  being  now  4.20  p.m. 
* 

*  m 

The  next  day's  meeting  commenced  at  1 


p.m.,  the  attendance  being  nearly  the  same  as 
before.  Count  Itagaki  requested  the  assembly 
to  elect  two  delegates  from  cacli  locality  lepie- 
senled  at  the  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  financial  affairs  of  the  Party.  This 
business  concluded,  the  assembly  proceeded  to 
consider  draft  programmes  prepared  by  the 
Committee  elected  on  the  preceding  day.  After 
debates  lasting  some  time,  the  following  pro- 
gramme was  adopted  without  any  alteration  : — 
First,  the  dissolution  of  the  late  House  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  denounced  as  im- 
proper; secondly,  the  Cabinet  shall  be  criti- 
cised for  the  insufficiency  of  the  administrative 
reforms  thus  far  carried  out;  thirdly,  the 
reforms  in  the  Navy  shall  be  declared  in- 
complete ;  fourthly,  illegalities  perpetrated  in 
the  method  of  transferring  or  dismissing  judi- 
cial officials  shall  be  censured  ;  fifthly,  the 
disbursement  of  the  surplus  after  the  manner 
adopted  by  the  Government  shall  be  pronounced 
illegal ;  sixthly,  the  adoption  of  speedy  steps 
with  regard  to  Treaty  Revision  shall  be  urged  ; 
seventhly,  a  project  of  statutory  customs  dues 
shall  be  introduced  ;  eighthly,  reduction  of  the 
land  tax  and  re-assessment  of  the  taxable  value 
of  land  shall  be  carried  out;  ninthly,  the  News- 
paper Regulations  shall  be  amended;  tenthly,  a 
project  for  revision  of  the  local  government 
system  shall  be  introduced  ;  eleventhly,  a  pro- 
ject for  revision  of  the  Law  of  Election  shall  be 
introduced  ;  and  twelfthly,  a  project  of  law  for 
granting  aid  to  local  engineering  works  shall  be 
submitted.  As  to  the  extension  of  steam  naviga- 
tion, the  abolition  of  custom  duties  on  imported 
cotton,  and  several  other  questions,  it  was  de- 
cided that  they  should  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Radicals  having  seats  in  the  Diet.  Lastly,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  Representation  on  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement  should  be  opposed.  After 
discussing  a  few  alterations  in  the  regulations 
of  the  Party,  the  meeting  dispersed  at  5.30. 
* 

The  last  day's  meeting  commenced  at  10  a.m. 
The  business  consisted  in  confirming  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  preceding  day.  The  meeting 
dispersed  at  1.30  p.m.,  after  having  given  three 
cheers  for  the  Emperor,  and  three  more  for  the 
Radical  Party. 

* 

It  is  plain  from  the  above  programme  that  the 
Radicals  stand  as  stoutly  as  ever  in  opposition 
to  the  Cabinet  in  many  respects.  A  great  deal 
will,  of  course,  depend  or  their  manner  of 
enunciating  their  views.  If  they  confine  them- 
selves to  Resolutions  and  Representations,  re- 
fraining from  Votes  of  Censure  or  Addresses  to 
the  Throne,  their  attitude  will  not  be  sufficiently 
extreme  to  precipitate  a  crisis.  But  we  have 
always  said,  and  we  now  repeat,  that  no  body 
of  politicians  in  the  empire  possesses  sufficient 
moral  strength  at  present  to  openly  support  the 
Government.  The  only  hope  we  can  see  in  the 
situation  is  that  the  violent  measures  of  the  de- 
clared Opposition  must  continually  antagonise 
the  Radicals,  that,  while  the  whole  House  is 
more  or  less  anti-official,  the  division  in  its 
ranks  may  leave  a  breathing  space  for  the  Ad- 
ministration. It  is  not  a  very  happy  state  of 
affairs,  but  it  must  be  accepted  as  an  inevitable 
stage  in  Japan's  political  development. 


THE    PRISONERS  IN  THE    KOREAN  ASSASSINATION 
CASE. 

The  preliminary  examination  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  Korean  assassination  case  was  brought 
to  a  conclusion  on  Saturday  hist.  Li  Isshoku 
and  Kawakubo  Tsunekichi  (a  Japanese)  have 
been  remanded  to  the  Tokyo  Loc&l  Court  in 
criminal  jurisdiction,  the  former  on  the  charge 
of  instigating  murder,  and  the  latter  on  that  of 
having  assisted  the  commission  of  murder.  As 
to  Ken  Toju,  Ken  Zaiju,  and  Kim  Taigen,  they 
were  discharged,  on  the  ground  that,  although 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  connect  them 
with  preparations  for  the  commission  of  murder, 
there  is  no  proof  to  establish  that  they  actually 
attempted  the  crime.  The  Public  Procurator, 
however,  has  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  the  dis- 
charge of  these  three  prisoners,  and  has  institut- 
ed a  formal  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the 
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Judge.  It  would  seem  that,  in  the  fudge's  opi- 
nion, the  so-called  attempt  to  murder  BokuEi-ko 
was  not  an  attempt  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  inas- 
much as  the  act  was  not  yet  commenced.  In  the 
case  of  Li  Isshoku,  he  is  to  be  tried  as  instigator 
of  Kim's  murder,  and  if  convicted,  may  be  sen- 
tenced to  death.  Kawakubo  stands  arraigned  as 
on  accomplice  in  the  murder, and  thepunishment 
for  him,  in  case  the  crime  is  established  against 
him,  will  be  one  or  two  degrees  below  that  for 
murder. 

* 

*  * 

The  Korean  refugees,  BokuEiko,  Li  Keikan, 
Tei  Rankyo,  Boku  Heikitsu,  Jo  Ryojun,  and 
Ryu  Shoman,  who  were  apprehended  at  the 
same  time  with  Li  Isshoku,  on  the  charge  of 
illegally  detaining  the  latter  and  subjecting  him 
to  physical  torture,  have  been  found  guilty,  and 
remanded  to  the  Tokyo  Local  Court  for  minor 
offences. 


A  SCANDAL. 

A  very  discreditable  affair  is  attracting  some 
attention  in  the  capital.  Recently  a  petty 
journal  called  the  Yorozu  Choho  commenced  a 
violent  attack  on  a  newly  established  Shinto 
Sect,  the  "  Remman-kyo,"  which  has  its  head- 
quarters in  Tamura-cho,  Shiba.  The  news- 
paper directed  its  abuse  specially  against  the 
head  of  the  Sect,  a  lady,  accusing  her  of  all 
kinds  of  immorality  and  declaring  that  the  meet- 
ing place  of  the  Sect  was  little  better  than  a 
brothel.  The  office  of  the  Sect,  which  has  due 
official  recognition,  thereupon  caused  adver- 
tisements to  be  published  in  all  the  principal 
journals  of  the  city,  denouncing  the  Yorozu 
Choho  as  a  libellous  and  disreputable  paper, 
promising  that  legal  action  should  be  taken 
against  it,  and  asking  the  public  to  suspend 
judgment  until  they  knew  the  result  of  the 
suit.  These  advertisements  seem  to  have  been 
accepted  as  a  challenge  by  the  newspaper. 
Thenceforth  it  set  apart  a  column  in  each  issue 
for  the  publication  of  detailed  accusations 
against  the  sect  and  the  doings  of  its  members ; 
accusations  that  ought  never  to  have  found  their 
way  into  print.  Driven  apparently  to  take  action, 
the  representatives  of  the  Sect,  on  the  26th 
ultimo,  made  application  to  the  Tokyo  Local 
Court  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  journal 
from  the  continued  publication  of  such  charges, 
pending  the  issue  of  a  suit  for  slander. 
The  Court  issued  the  injunction,  and  has 
thereby  evoked  the  criticism  of  some  of  the 
leading  papers,  which,  though  not  sympa- 
thising in  any  way  with  the  Yorozu  Choho, 
are  doubtful  whether  the  Court's  procedure  is 
not  an  illegal  interference  with  the  right  of  free 
speech.  However  that  maybe,  the  strangeness 
of  the  affair  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  whereas 
the  libel  suit  was  to  have  been  heard  on  the 
27th  ultimo,  the  Sect  suddenly  withdrew  it.  No 
one  seems  to  comprehend  the  mystery,  but  it 
is  not  supposed  for  a  moment  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Home  Affairs  will  suffer  the  Sect  to 
rest  quiet  under  such  imputations.  Meanwhile, 
a  collateral  controversy  of  an  even  more  ob- 
noxious character  has  commenced  between  the 
Yorozu  Choho  and  the  Kaishin  Shimbun,  the 
latter  newspaper  having  inserted  a  letter  attri- 
buting the  action  of  the  former  solely  to  black- 
mailing motives.  The  Kaishin  is  now  engaged 
in  an  attempt  to  demonstrate,  by  the  frankest 
and  most  circumstantial  evidence,  that  the 
various  members  of  the  Yorozu  Choho's  staff 
are  corrupt  and  immoral  reprobates.  It  is  a 
pity  that  this  mob  of  prurient  and  scandalous 
sheets  cannot  be  swept  into  some  comprehen- 
sive dust-bin  for  all  time. 


THE 


CASTAWAYS    AND  THE  IM- 
PERIAL NAVAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  United  States  Representative  has  placed  at 
our  disposal  the  following  document: — 

(TRANSLATION. J 

Report  of  Commander  Kashiwabara  Nagashige 
op  H.I.J. M.S.  "  Iwaki  Kan"  on  the  search 

FOR  THE  LOST  BOATS  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
SEALING  VESSEL  "  RETRIEVER." 

April  19th — Weighed  anchor  at  712  am.  At  Sam. 
passed  Kwan-on-Saki.  At  10  a.m.  off  Su-no-Saki,  Boshu. 
Thence  coasted  along  Iceeping  a  lookout  At  7  p.m. 
sighted  Cape  Inuboye  Light  ...'.<  W,  nine  miles  distant. 


Course  then  altered  towards  reported  position  of  the  boats 
when  lost  sight  of  (Lat.  37°  N.  147  2'  E.) 

April  20th.— At  7.30  a.m  ,  Lat.  300  3'  N.  Long.  1430  7' 
E  ,  a  large  piece  of  wreckage  was  sighted  abieast  the  port 
side.  Towards  this  we  made  and  found,  upon  near  ap- 
proach, that  it  was  a  sailing  vessel,  bottom  up.  As  she 
lay  in  the  trough  of  the  sea  several  holes  could  be  seen  in 
her  bottom.  From  her  position  it  was  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain her  name  or  nationality,  though  the  piobability  is  that 
she  was  the  English  sealing  vessel  Charlotte  (75  tons) 
which,  during  the  heavy  gale  on  the  13th  ins'ant,  ran 
upon  a  hidden  rock  off  Toyo-no-mura,  Province  of  Iwaki, 
and  whose  wreck  was  afterwards  lost  track  of. 

April  21st. — Weather  unsettled,  wind  increased  to  a 
gale  accompanied  by  rain  and  high  seas.  Rolling  of  the 
vessel  violent  (oscillations  amounting  to  45  degrees)  con- 
siderably retarding  her  progress.  At  7  a  m  reached  Lat. 
360  36'  N.  Long.  1470  n'  E'  without  sighting  anything. 
Course  altered  for  Oginohama.  From  noon  wind  gradually 
veered  to  north  and  decreased  in  force. 

April  22nd.— Weather  calm.  Sea  going  down.  Noth- 
ing further  sighted. 

April  23rd.— Anchored  at  Oginohama  at  5.30  a.m 

On  this  trip,  as  stated  above,  the  capsized  wreck  0f  a 
sailing  vessel  was  seen  and  nothing  more.  It  is  my  pur- 
pose to  proceed  to  Hakodate,  searching  the  coast,  its 
ports  and  bays  along  the  route.  I  enclose  a  tracing 
showing  the  ship's  course. 

(The  tracing  shows  the  Iwaki  Kan  to  have  traversed  713 
miles.) 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  H.I.J. M.S. 
Iwaki  Kan  was  despatched  in  search  of  the 
missing  men  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant, 
and  that  she  travelled  713  miles  to  look  for 
them,  subsequently  prosecuting  her  quest  along 
the  coast  to  Hakodate.  We  are  glad  to  publish 
this  document,  because  it  confirms  what  we 
have  already  written  as  to  the  very  flagrant  in- 
justice done  by  the  foreign  local  press  to  the 
Japanese  Naval  Department  in  connection  with 
the  Retriever  affair.  It  appears  to  have  been 
assumed,  from  the  outset,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
that  the  Naval  Authorities  were  bound  to  send 
a  man-of-war  without  delay  in  search  of  the 
missing  sealers,  but  we  should  like  to  know  in 
what  Western  country  such  a  step  would  be 
deemed  incumbent.  Is  it  conceivable  that  any 
outcry  would  be  raised  in  England  because  the 
Admiralty  failed  to  despatch  a  man-of-war 
at  a  moment's  notice  to  search  for  a  few 
foreigners  who  had  gone  adrift  off  the  English 
coast,  while  engaged  in  operations  of  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  always  disapproved, 
and  against  which  the  press  of  Great  Britain  had 
been  protesting  for  years,  especially  when  the 
commander  of  the  castaways  was  a  man  who 
had  made  himself  prominent  above  all  others  by 
his  persistent  prosecution  of  such  operatiots  ? 
We  venture  to  assert  that  the  most  hysterical 
journalist  would  never  think  of  advancing  a 
proposition  so  unreasonable.  The  truth  is  that 
Japan  is  expected,  in  her  international  relations, 
to  live  up  to  canons  far  higher  than  those  prac- 
tically recognised  in  the  Occident,  and  that 
while  she  is  thus  required  to  be  always  abnor- 
mally amiable  and  magnanimous,  she  gets  little 
save  ill-natured  abuse  and  unfriendly  criticism 
from  the  local  representatives  of  foreign  opinion. 
In  the  particular  case  that  we  are  now  consider- 
ing she  deserves  unstinted  praise,  for  instead  of 
falling  short,  as  was  asserted,  of  the  ordinary 
standard  of  humane  helpfulness,  she  went  be- 
yond any  action  that  might  reasonably  have 
been  looked  for.  Men-of-war  are  not  kept  ready 
for  such  purposes  at  an  hour's  notice,  and 
although  the  Minister  of  Marine  was  willing  and 
anxious  to  send  out  a  vessel  at  once,  it  happen- 
ed that  the  Yoshino-Kan  alone  was  at  hand, 
and  she  was  under  orders  to  be  inspected  by  the 
Emperor  in  Yokosuka.  Under  any  circum- 
stances she  could  scarcely  have  been  ready  be- 
fore the  Iwaki  Kan,  the  record  of  whose  cruise 
is  given  above.  Throughout  this  affair  the  con- 
duct of  the  Naval  Authorities  merited  praise 
and  gratitude  only,  and  we  deem  it  a  matter  of 
very  great  regret  that  criticisms  of  a  precisely 
opposite  character  should  have  been  published. 

MAILS  BETWEEN  TOKYO  AND  KOBE. 

A  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected, 
says  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  in  the  mail 
service  between  Tokyo  and  Kobe.  There  have 
always  been  three  through  trains  daily,  but 
mail  matter  was  carried  in  two  only  and  letters 
coming  to  Tokyo  by  the  last  trains  were  con- 
veyed as  far  as  Mayebara  only.  Against  this 
plainly  imperfect  system  the  Kobe  post-master 
preferred  representations,  with  the  result  that 
mails  from  Kobe  and  Osaka  are  now  forwarded 
thrice  daily.    Thus  a  letter  posted  after  9  p.m. 


in  Kobe  leaves  that  place  by  the  4.40  train  next 
morning,  reaching  Tokyo  at  11.35  p.m.  the 
same  day.  Altogether,  the  conveyance  of  mails 
by  the  Tokaido  line  has  been  accelerated  by 
from  5  to  6  hours.  But  the  greatly  increased 
rapidity  of  transit  for  passengers  spoken 
of  some  time  ago  as  likely  to  be  effected, 
turns  out  to  be  a  very  paltry  business,  the 
maximum  gain  being  only  35  minutes.  One 
other  noteworthy  change  is  that  the  train  from 
Osaka  formerly  stopping  at  Mayebara  now  runs 
through  to  Nagoya,  thus  greatly  facilitating 
the  transmission  of  mail  matter  between  the 
two  towns.  We  may  observe  en  passant,  that 
the  trains  carrying  mail  matter  from  Tokyo  now 
leave  Shimbashi  at  6.20  a.m.,  1 1.415  a.m.,  and 
9-55  P-m.   

"HORACE  JAPANNED." 

We  publish  to-day  another  of  the  very  clever 
poems  contributed  of  late  to  these  columns  by 
a  resident  of  Tokyo.  The  last  from  the  same 
pen,  entitled  "  Er,"  appeared  in  the  Japan 
Daily  Mail  of  March  13th,  and  was  compla- 
cently assumed  by  many  of  our  readers  to  be 
Rudyard  Kipling's.  It  was  certainly  in  Rud- 
yard  Kipling's  style,  and  might  well  have  been 
his  composition  so  far  as  excellence  was  con- 
cerned. But  though  we  have  often  re-produced 
Kipling's  poems  and  tales,  we  have  never  failed 
to  add  his  name,  and  the  absence  of  that 
essential  ought  to  have  sufficed  to  discriminate 
"Er."  However,  the  talented  author  of  "Er," 
of  "Horace  Japanned,"  and  of  those  most 
dainty  Sapphic  verses  to  a  geisha,  may  per- 
haps find  some  compensation  for  his  mistaken 
identity  in  the  nature  of  the  mistake.  To  be 
supposed  to  be  Rudyard  Kipling  is  an  honour 
that  any  liter ateur  might  justly  covet  now-a- 
days.  At  the  same  time,  we  recommend  our 
local  writer  to  adopt  a  nom-de-plume.  The 
public  are  not  discriminating.  As  a  rule  they 
do  not  pause  to  think,  and  however  an  author  may 
deserve  to  be  distinguished  for  his  work  it  is  wise 
of  him  to  help  his  readers  to  distinguish  him. 

HIS  UNKNOWN  BENEFACTOR. 

A  story  that  certainly  reflects  much  credit  on 
Count  Kuroda,  is  now  going  the  round  of  the 
vernacular  press.  Some  months  ago  he  was 
out  shooting  in  the  country,  quite  unattended, 
with  only  his  dog  for  a  companion.  Being  very 
thirsty  after  a  long  tramp,  he  stopped  at  an  un- 
pretentious farm-house  and  asked  for  a  cup  of 
tea.  Though  quite  ignorant  of  the  name  and 
rank  of  their  distinguished  guest,  the  old  farmer 
and  his  wife  soon  had  a  steaming  bowl  of 
their  home-made  tea  ready.  After  drinking 
several  cups  Count  Kuroda  noticed  that  the 
farmer's  wife  took  another  cup  on  a  tray  to 
what  appeared  to  be  the  entrance  of  a  subter- 
ranean chamber  in  one  corner  of  the  garden. 
He  walked  thither  and  saw  in  the  gloom 
what  seemed  to  be  a  young  girl,  reclining 
in  a  tiny  underground  apartment.  Thinking 
this  very  strange,  he  asked  the  farmer  who 
it  was  down  there,  upon  which  the  latter  re- 
plied, with  a  deep  sigh  :  "  Sir,  it  is  my  only 
daughter.  Some  months  ago  we  gave  her  in 
marriage  to  an  apparently  eligible  young  man, 
but  she  recently  came  back  to  us  as  you  see 
her,  in  the  incipient  stage  of  leprosy,  which 
loathsome  disease  she  had  contracted  from 
her  husband.  She  immediately  dug  for  herself 
a  small  hole,  about  one  mat  in  size,  and  has 
never  left  it  since,  saying  that  she  wishes  to  die 
there  without  running  the  risk  of  infecting  any- 
one. We  are  too  poor  to  afford  skilled  medical 
advice,  so  her  speedy  death  is  all  we  can  hope 
for."  Touched  by  the  tale,  the  Count  handed 
two  five-yen  bills  to  the  farmer,  despite  the 
latter's  protestations,  and  directed  him  to 
apply  to  a  certain  acquaintance  of  his  in 
Tokyo,  who  had  the  recipe  for  an  infallible 
specific  for  the  earlier  stages  of  leprosy.  With- 
out giving  his  own  name  or  address,  the  Count 
then  walked  away.  So  soon  as  he  could,  the 
old  farmer  came  up  to  the  capital,  found  the 
person  to  whom  he  had  been  directed  and 
obtained  not  only  the  recipe  but  a  large  bottle 
of  the  elixir.  It  proved  beyond  expectation 
effective,   and   his   daughter  was  completely 
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restored  10  health.  Profoundly  grateful,  the  old 
man  began  to  search  for  his  benefactor.  He 
remembered  the  kind  face,  but  that  was  all.  So 
he  commenced  to  look  among  the  photographers 
for  a  likeness,  if  happily  he  might  find  one. 
He  had  not  far  to  seek,  and  soon  learned  that 
his  benefactor  and  the  saviour  of  his  daughter 
was  no  other  than  Count  Kuroda  Kiyotaka.  A 
few  days  ago  the  old  peasant  came  once  again 
to  Tokyo,  this  time  drawing  a  large  cart  on  which 
were  piled  scores  of  those  enormous  white 
radishes  of  which  the  Japanese  are  so  fond. 
One-half  of  the  load  was  left  at  the  door  of 
the  gentleman  who  had  given  the  wonderful 
medicine ;  the  other,  deposited  with  grateful 
tears  in  the  hands  of  the  Count's  steward.  Si 
non  e  vtro,  then  trovato. 


ANOTHER  PRIMARY  SCHOOL  IN  TROUBLE. 

The  Matsuchiy  ama  Primary  School,  in  Imado 
machi,  Asakusa  District,  is  one  of  the  largest 
minor  educational  establishments  in  Tokyo.  It 
used  formerly  to  be  in  Sanyabori,  but  proving 
very  successful  was,  a  few  years  ago,  removed 
to  where  it  now  stands.  Money  donations  of 
considerable  magnitude  were  at  the  time,  and 
have  since  then  been,  made  by  wealthy  mer- 
chants who  were  pleased  with  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  their  children  under  the  kind  and  skilful 
tuition  of  the  teachers.  But  these  gifts  have,  it 
appears,  been  used  for  a  purpose  quite  foreign 
to  that  for  which  they  were  intended.  One  of 
the  chief  teachers  opened  a  store  for  the  sale  of 
all  kinds  of  articles  used  in  the  school.  The 
shop  was  registered  in  his  wife's  name  and 
plentifully  stocked  by  means  of  the  above- 
mentioned  donations.  .This  might  be  excused, 
but  not  the  fact  that,  in  connection  with  his 
colleagues,  the  chief  forced  in  various  ways  the 
pupils  to  buy  exclusively  at  his  store.  If  a 
pupil  went  elsewhere  to  purchase  a  slate,  copy- 
book, or  what  not,  he  was  sure  to  meet  with 
dark  looks  and  unkind  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  his  instructors.  Besides  this,  credit  was  given 
even  to  those  of  little  means.  Not  to  buy  meant 
therefore  the  displeasure  of  their  teachers ; 
and  as  credit  was  given  them,  some  of  the 
pupils  soon  had  scores  against  them  amounting 
to  three  yen  and  upwards.  The  parents  were 
then  notified  and  in  several  instances  soshi  were 
called  in,  in  order  to  enforce  the  claim.  Such, 
at  all  events,  is  the  story  which  is  repeated  by 
several  of  the  metropolitan  journals;  and,  per- 
fectly true  or  not,  it  calls  for  strict  investigation. 

COUNT  OYAMA'S  BURGLARS. 

The  burglars  who  paid  two  visits  to  Count 
Oyama's  residences,  one  to  his  official  house 
on  March  1 8th,  and  the  second  to  his  private 
house  on  April  15th,  have  been  arrested.  The 
principal  of  the  two,  Kurazawa  Momosaka,  had 
been  suspected  by  the  police  and  search  was 
being  made  for  him.  Originally  a  steward  in 
the  Count's  household,  he  was  dismissed  in  the 
spring  of  1893  for  peculation.  Proceeding 
to  Shinano,  he  supported  himself  by  various 
frauds,  until  the  place  grew  too  hot  for  him. 
He  then  came  to  Tokyo,  and  spending  the  last 
coin  he  possessed  on  a  chisel,  forced  an  entrance 
into  Count  Oyama's  official  residence,  when 
he  carried  off  a  booty  of  240^;/.  A  month 
later,  in  company  with  another  rascal,  they 
broke  into  the  Count's  private  residence,  ob- 
taining a  pistol,  a  sword,  a  gold  ring,  and  brace- 
let and  about  a  dozen  suits  of  lady's  apparel. 
Subsequently  they  entered  several  houses  with- 
out obtaining  any  plunder,  and  were  recon- 
noitering  in  the  Fukugawa  quarter  when  their 
movements  attracted  police  attention,  and  they 
were  arrested. 
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COUNTERFEITERS  ARRESTED. 

A  gang  of  expert  counterfeiters  was  arrested, 
towards  the  end  of  last  month,  in  Kanda  Dis- 
trict, Tokyo,  who  for  a  long  time  had  managed 
to  escape  detection.  In  December  of  last  year, 
a  man  named  Kawaiiia  hired  a  house  in  Kanda, 
and  has  since  been  living  there  in  company 
with  two  others,  one  Yamamoto,  a  Satsuma 
man,  and  Yoshinaga,  a  native  of  Kumamoto. 
They  lived  quietly,  though  elegantly,  which  was 
not  in  keeping  with  their  ostensible  trade,  that 
of  journeymen-printers.    No  servant  was  em- 


ployed in  their  house,  and  the  police  kept  a 
Sharp  eye  on  them  despite  their  apparent  guilt- 
lessness. A  few  days  ago  Yoshinaga  started 
on  a  visit  to  Ins  native  province,  and  then 
came  a  telegram  to  the  metropolitan  Chief  of 
Police  that  Yoshinaga  had  been  arrested  for 
passing  counterfeit  paper-money.  The  Kanda 
house  was  at  once  raided,  and  a  number  of 
remarkably  well-made  dies  and  other  illegal 
outfit  discovered.  It  seems  that  Yoshinaga 
was  the  real  head  of  the  gang,  being  the 
engraver  and  printer,  the  other  two  simply 
acting  as  distributors  of  the  forged  bank-notes. 
The  notes  are  said  to  be  so  skilfully  made 
as  almost  to  defy  detection,  and  are  piinci 
pally  of  higher  denominations. 

HORACE  JAPANNED. 
Book  a.  Ode  II. 
Has  China  designs  on  Korea, 

Has  Russia  some  bellicose  plan? 
No  matter,  don't  set  up  to  be  a 

Great  Power,  my  gentle  Japan. 
Keep  your  thoughts  from  the  lust  of  land- 
poaching 
Beyond  your  blue  circlet  of  sea  ; 
And  don't  covet  the  wealth  of  the  to/in 

Content  with  your  otium  cum  d. 
Old  Japan  and  her  At  t- life  so  daitity 

Will  go  all  too  soon  with  a  crash, 
Ami  the  old  days  of  sweet  far  niente 

Give  place  to  the  clink  of  Laid  cash. 
Cliei  1  ies  fade.     The  i  ed  Rising  Sun  risen, 
Too  soon  through  trade's  noontide  you'll 
walk  : 

Then  why  worry  at  Treaty  Revision 

Eternally  ending  in  talk? 
To  the  Hall  of  the  Maple  let's  hasten, 

Or  the  House  of  the  Eight  Hundred  Pines, 
Where  camellia  oiled,  flower-decked  nesan 

Shall  serve  us  the  choicest  of  wines. 
Tlieie's  nothing  so  potent  as  sake 

The  cobwebs  to  clear  from  the  brain  ; 
Go  bring  me  a  bottle,  O  Take, 

And  fill  up  our  ohoku  again. 
And  hasting  to  far  Shimmeimachi 

Tempt  hither  the  dainty  O  En, 
Let  her  come  with  her  ivory  bachi 

And  trailing  her  long  samisen  ; 
Tempt  hither  O  En  and  O  Matsu, 

And  bid  them  not  stay  for  their  hair, 
Looped  up  in  a  loose  sokuhatsu 

'Twill  have  a  sweet  neglige  air. 

REMARKABLE  DISCOVERY. 

The  remarkable  discovery  of  a  copy  of  a  map 
by  Columbus,  drawn  on  a  letter  written  from 
Jamaica  in  July,  1503,  is  recorded  by  Nature 
This,  although  only  a  rough  pen  and  ink  sketch, 
shows  exactly  the  opinion  of  Columbus  himself 
as  to  the  part  of  the  world  he  had  reached 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  east  coast  of  Asia. 
The  original  map,  drawn  by  Columbus  and  his 
brother,  Bartholomew,  was  presented  to  a  priest 
named  Hieronymo,  who  gave  it,  together  with 
a  description,  to  Alexander  Stozzi,  a  noted 
collector  of  early  voyages.  He  is  supposed  to 
have  copied  the  original  map  roughly  on  the 
margin  of  the  letter  from  Columbus,  which  he 
had  bound  in  a  volume  with  other  documents, 
and  this  volume  is  now  in  the  National  Library 
at  Florence,  where  the  existence  and  signifi- 
cance of  the  map  were  discovered  by  Dr.  R. 
von  Wieser,  professorof  geography atlnnsbruck, 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  Austrian  Institute  for 
Historical  Research. 


AN  IMPORTANT  LAW-SUIT. 


A  suit  at  law  involving  a  sum  of  280,000  yen 
is  now  in  progress  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Japan.  It  is  a  complicated  case  turning  upon 
the  sale  of  coal  mines  in  an  island  called  Ha- 
jima  some  seven  miles  from  Nagasaki.  The 
original  owner  of  the  mines,  Mr.  Nabeshima 
Magorokuro,  is  said  to  have  agreed  to  sell  the 
mines  in  1889  to  Mr.  Kawasaki  Gisaburo  for 
210,000  yen,  receiving  a  sum  of  35,000  yen  by 
way  of  bargain  money,  and  borrowing  at  the 
same  time  a  further  sum  of  50,000  yen  from  a 
Chinese  merchant  through  the  good  offices  of 
Mr.  Kawasaki,  who  became  security  for  the 
loan.  A  year  later,  the  legal  transfer  of  the 
mine  not  having  yet  been  accomplished,  Mr. 
Nabeshima  is  said  to  have  sold  it  for  100,000 
Ven  to  Mr.  Iwasaki  Yanosuke,  ignoring  the  pre- 


vious transactions  with  Mr.  Kawasaki.  By  and 
by  t he  debt  to  the  Chinaman  matured,  and  fall- 
ing to  obtain  payment,  he  sought  to  levy  a 
distraint  on  the  mine,  when  lie  found  to  his 
astonishment  that  it  had  been  transferred  to  Mr. 
Iwasaki.  He  obtained  possession,  however,  of 
a  document  embodying  an  agreement  by  which 
Mr.  Iwasaki  undertook  to  give  a  further  sum  of 
100,000  ven  to  Mr.  Nabeshima  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  should  the  mine  have  proved  profit- 
able, and  to  pay  him  in  the  interval  an  annual 
allowance  of  1,500  ven.  On  the  strength  of  that 
document,  the  creditor  instituted  proceedings 
against  Mr.  Iwasaki  in  the  Tokyo  Local  Court 
and  obtained  a  favourable  judgment,  which, 
however,  was  reversed  on  appeal.  The  case  was 
finally  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  which  has 
orderedafresh  trial.  Mr. Kawasakialso  instituted 
proceedings  in  April,  1893,  with  the  object  of 
getting  the  contract  between  Messrs.  Nabeshima 
and  Iwasaki  declared  invalid.  In  this  suit  the 
plaintiff  sought  to  prove  that  the  transfer  of 
the  mine  to  Mr.  Iwasaki  had  been  the  outcome 
of  a  fraudulent  intrigue  between  that  gentle- 
man and  Mr.  Nabeshima,  but  it  will  readily 
be  conceived  that  the  Court  gave  judgment 
against  him.  He  too  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  case  stands  for  hearing  at  an 
early  date.  It  is  stated  that  the  Chinaman  from 
whom  the  sum  of  50,000  ven  was  obtained  is 
the  agent  of  a  leading  Chinese  merchant  in 
Shanghai  high  in  favour  with  the  Viceroy  Li, 
and  that  the  procedure  followed  in  suing  Mr! 
Iwasaki  was  directed  from  point  to  point  by  Mr. 
Drummond,  the  Shanghai  barrister.  It  is  of 
course  quite  incredible  that  Mr.  Iwasaki  can 
have  been  a  party  to  anything  not  strictly  lawful 
and  fair. 


MR.  MICHEL   RE  VON. 

Mr.  Michel  Revon,  Professor  in  the  Law 
College,  Imperial  University,  and  Adviser  to 
the  Minister  of  State  for  Justice,  has  been 
gazetted,  for  the  second  time,  as  winner  of  the 
laureate  prize  for  eloquence  offered  by  the 
"Academie  Francaise."  It  is  now  two  years 
that  Mr.  Revon  carried  off  the  same  prize 
for  a  discourse  to  which  we  referred  at  the  time. 
The  Academy  of  Moral  and  Political  Science 
bestowed  upon  him,  about  the  same  time,  the 
grand  Bordin  Prize  for  a  very  learned  legal 
work  on  International  Arbitration.  The  recent 
discourse  marked  out  for  such  distinction  was 
written  in  Tokyo  and  deals  with  a  famous 
woman,  the  illustrious  Georges  Sand.  For  the 
third  time  since  his  appearance  before  the 
public,  Mr.  Revon  has  been  thus  honoured  by 
the  Academy  of  France.  He  seems  to  belong 
to  the  men  who  make  their  mark  at  once,  Et 
pour  leur  coup  d'essai  veulent  des  coup  de 
maitre.  Surely,  a  new  argument,  if  such  were 
needed,  against  the  futility  of  the  claim  ad- 
vanced by  some  politicians  and  agitators  that 
the  foreign  professors  at  the  University  are 
inferior  to  their  colleagues  in  Europe  and 
America. 


THE  "  NIPPON  MARU." 

A  telegram  was  received  at  Shanghai  from 
Chefoo  on  the  24th  ult.  asking  for  assistance 
for  the  Nippon—owned  by  Mr.  Michihisa  Baba 
of  Fushiki,  and  which  went  ashore  off  Aylen 
Bay,  some  fourteen  miles  south  of  the  N.E. 
Promotory — and  stating  that  there  were  hopes 
of  getting  the  vessel  off,  and  that  Admiral  ling 
had  sent  a  gunboat  to  protect  her.  The  Yori- 
tomo  Maru  left  Shanghai  on  the  24th  for  the 
wreck,  having  on  board  Captain  J.  P.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Bcecher,  divers  and  wrecking  gear  supplied 
by  Messrs.  Boyd  &  Co.,  Ld.  The  Japanese 
man-of-war  Akagi  was  also  leaving  for  the  Nip- 
pon. Admiral  Ting,  says  the  N.-C.  Daily  News, 
is  to  be  complimented  for  his  promptitude  in 
sending  a  vessel  of  his  fleet  to  the  wreck. 

THE  JAPANESE-RUSSIAN  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION. 

The  "Japanese-Russian  Association  "  has  added 
the  word  "business"  to  its  title — a  good  omen, 
we  trust — and  has  issued  a  new  prospectus, 
from  which  we  learn  that  the  trade  between  this 
empire  and  Russian  Siberia  in  cereals,  table- 
salt,  cement,  and  sundry  other  staples,  shows 
signs  of  healthy  development,  and  the  coasts  of 
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Saghalien  and  Siberia  offer  a  rich  field  for 
Japanese  fishermen.  Hence  the  Association  is 
bestirring  itself  more  than  ever  to  collect  in- 
formation and  promote  business.  The  docu- 
ment says  that  the  Russian  Government  is 
understood  to  have  inaugurated  similar  inquiries 
with  regard  to  China  and  Japan,  and  that  an 
exchange  of  useful  knowledge  may  be  effected. 
Of  course  the  prospect  of  the  Siberian  railway's 
completion  is  referred  to  and  its  probable 
effects  are  enthusiastically  spoken  of.  The 
Association's  programme  includes  the  establish 
ment  of  a  place  for  the  study  of  Russian. 

CAUGHT  BY  HIS  VICTIM. 

O  Toku,  an  elderly  lady  of  sixty,  residing  in 
Nogata-mura,  not  far  from  Tokyo,  must  evi- 
dently  be   possessed   of  great   strength  and 
presence  of  mind.    The  other  evening,  while 
returning  home  from  a  day's  shopping  in  the 
metropolis,    she    noticed    that  an  evil-looking 
fellow  was  evidently  dogging  her  footsteps.  It 
was  raining  heavily  at  the  time.    Just  as  she 
was  about  to  cross  the  railway  line,  in  a  very 
lonely  place,  her  pursuer  walked  boldly  up, 
gave  her  a  push  and  seized  the  purse  she  had  in 
her   girdle.    O  Toku   was  surprised   by  the 
sudden  onslaught,  but  in  no  wise  disconcerted. 
She  is  known  far  and  near  as  one  of  the  strong- 
est women  in  the  suburban  villages.    She  seized 
the  thief's  hand,  and  upon  his  succeeding  in 
wrenching  himself  loose  and  running  off,  gave 
chase.    Though  a  swift  runner,  the  thief  was 
eventually  overtaken,  and  in  a  few  moments 
more  was  helpless  in  the  hands  of  his  intended 
victim.    She  calmly  walked  him  on  until  they 
met  a  policeman,  to  whom  she  delivered  him. 
It  is  said  that  this  was  the  first  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  man  to  play  the  footpad. 


TIMES  AND  SEASONS. 

Many  of  us  can  look  back  to  the  time  when 
strawberries  were  regarded  as  a  rare  novelty  in 
Japan.  Who,  in  those  days,  could  have  anti- 
cipated the  speedy  coming  of  a  year  when 
strawberries  and  cream  would  be  the  piece  de 
rtsistance  at  a  garden  party  in  Tokyo  in  April  ? 
That  was  the  case,  however,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  recent  opening  of  the  new  lawn-tennis 
ground  at  the  German  Legation.  One  looked, 
indeed,  for  something  out  of  the  common  in  a 
garden  which,  owing  to  the  care  of  the  present 
German  Representative,  is  certainly  the  most 
beautifully  kept  pleasure-ground  in  Tokyo.  It 
is  impossible  to  have  sward,  shrubberies,  and 
rockeries  more  perfectly  tended,  and  the  magni- 
ficent wistaria,  for  which  the  Legation  will  now 
become  famous,  though  their  presence  formerly 
was  little  heeded,  seem  to  have  appreciated  the 
services  lavished  on  them,  for  the  profusion 
and  vigour  of  their  blossoming  make  a  spectacle 
of  the  greatest  loveliness.  


with  a  view  to  finding  a  remedy  for  the  heavy 
fall  and  violent  fluctuations  of  silver. 

*  * 

A  recent  cause  of  the  weakness  of  the  silver 
market  in  London  was  the  announcement  that 
/ioo.ooo  worth  of  the  metal,  sent  there  by 
Balmaceda  during  the  civil  war  in  Chile,  and 
deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England,  was  to  be  sold. 

*  *  * 

The  imposition  of  the  five  per  cent,  import 
duty  on  silver  by  the  Indian  Government  did 
not  have  the  effect,  as  had  been  anticipated,  of 
preventing  the  shipment  of  silver  to  that  country, 
the  amount  sent  in  the  week  when  the  law  was 
enacted  being  over  a  million  dollars'  worth,  or 
double  the  amount  sent  during  the  correspond- 
ing week  of  last  year. 

♦ 

*  * 

The  crops  in  India  are  good  and  it  is  argued 
that,  as  the  natives  are  comparatively  prosper- 
ous, they  will  buy  largely  of  silver,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  its  cheapness.  Recent  heavy  exports 
of  silver  to  India  bear  out  this  theory. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  M.  S.  Colgate,  a  New  York  banker,  says  : 
— "  Nothing  can  help  the  situation  except  a 
curtailment  of  product.  Mexico  is  the  'thorn 
in  the  flesh,'  of  the  American  producer.  The 
ore  is  better  in  many  instances  than  American, 
assaying  50  to  200  and  300  ounces  of  silver  to 
the  ton  of  ore.  Then,  the  ore  can  be  produced 
cheaper.  Mexico  pays  miners  $1  a  day,  while 
in  Montana  they  get  $4  a  day.  Transportation 
facilities  in  Mexico  are  now  so  advanced  that 
there  is  no  trouble  from  that  source.  Mexico,  I 
think,  is  to  be  the  leader  in  the  production  of 
silver.  It  is  only  a  question  of  a  short  time 
before  an  international  agreement  as  to  the 
coinage  of  silver  will  be  had.  It  is  bound  to 
come,  and  come  soon.  In  the  meantime  silver 
will  continue  to  decline." 


On  the  12th  instant  Chancellor  Von  Caprivi 
submitted  a  proposal  in  the  Bundesrath  for 
the  coinage  of  11,000,000  marks  in  five-mark 
pieces,  7,000,000  marks  in  two-mark  pieces,  and 
4,000,000  marks  in  one-mark  pieces.  The 
Chancellor  stated  thf> t  the  proposal  was  made 
because  of  the  increased  demand  for  such  coins, 
and  also  because  the  coinage  of  silver  had  fallen 
below  the  authorized  limit,  22,000,000  marks. 


SILVER. 

The  decline  in  silver,  says  an  American  ex- 
change, together  with  the  scarcity  of  Mexican 
dollars,  is  producing  an  almost  complete  stagna- 
tion of  trade  in  the  Chinese  ports,  and  already 
seriously  affects  the  trade  of  China  with  the 
United  States.    Just  before  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment put  a  5  per  cent,  duty  on  the  importation 
of  silver,  the  Hongkong  Chamber  of  Commerce 
sent  a  telegram  to  London,  urging  that  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain 
should  protest  against  the  proposed  duty  on 
silver.    The  telegram  declared  the  situation  to 
be  critical  for  all  British   interests  in  Asia. 
Owing  to  the  low  price  of  silver,  said  the  tele- 
gram,  British   manufacturers  are  threatened 
seriously  and  permanently  by  reason  of  the 
stimulus  given  to  the  production  of  cotton  goods 
in  China  and  Japan.    The  total  trade,  exports 
and  imports,  of  China,  Japan,  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments and  Manila  amounts  to  $650,000,000 
yearly,  while  that  of  India  amounts  to  $545.- 
000,000.    These  figures  give  an  idea  of  the 
enormous  interests  affected  by  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency  of  Asia— silver  money!  In 
view  of  this  appeal,  and  having  received  similar 
requests  from  mercantile  bodies  in  Asia,  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  urged  on 
the  British  Government  the  urgency  of  reassem- 
bling the  International  Monetary  Conference 


BUDDHIST  MYTHOLOGY. 

The  North  China  Daily  News  writes  I'- 
ll! the  journal  just  arrived  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society,  for  January,  there  is  a  valuable  paper  by 
Mr.  L.  A.  Waddell  on  the  northern  Buddhist  my- 
thology.   He  represents  it  as  an  indigenous  Indian 
product.    He  has  studied  Buddhism  in  the  land 
where  it  was  cradled,  in  Ceylon  and  Butmah,  in 
Sikkim  and  Bhotan.and  last  of  all  in  Japan.  He 
shows  that  the  worship  of  Kuan-yin  dates  piobably 
from  the  Council  held   in   Cashmere  under  Ka- 
nishka  in  the  first  century  of  our  e.a.    The  Maha- 
yana  philosophy  was  then  adopted  by  the  Northei  n 
Buddhists  and  spiead  by  them  to  Magadha,  the 
native  seal  of  their  religion,  as  well  as  to  Afghan- 
istan  and    Turkestan.      Next  to    Magadha  the 
typical  centres  of  Buddhism  are  Ceylon  and  Cash 
mere.    Ceylon    Buddhism   is   free  comparatively 
from  disturbing  foreign  influences,  because  there 
no  discussion  was  needed.    No  enemies  appeal  ing, 
there   was  no   struggle  for   victoiy  in  argument 
Buddhism  came  and  conquered  easily  because  the 
native  taces  weie  uncivilised, and  Buddhism  under- 
took the  woik  of  civilising  them.    In  Cashmere 
there  was  perpetual    controversy  and  the  locsin 
of  argumentative  strife  was  heard  throughout  the 
northern  portions  of  the  Indian  peninsula.  The 
advocates  of  the  existing  philosophies  were  neve, 
at   lest.     A  feitile  country   aided   by   the  caste 
system    which    was    introduced    by    the  mixing 
of    races,    encouiaged    the    establishment  of 
dominant  intellectual  class.    The  collision  of  opi 
(lion  which  we  read  of  in  the  endless  discussions 
which  took  place   was  the    natural   result  of  the 
monastic  system.    The  aim  of  every  famous  monk 
was  to   be  victorious    in  argument    over   all  op 
ponents.     Discussions  took  place  on  the  wayside 
under  a  tree  or  in  the  halls  of  the  monasteries. 
The  Hinayana  came  fiisl  and  was  followed  by  the 
Mahayana.    In  die  genuine  teaching  of  Gautama 
the  path  to  the  Nirvana  lay  in  monkish  reflection 
and  inward  light.    The  mind's  own  thoughts,  when 
the  world  was  stint  out,  and  the  avenues  of  temp- 


tation closed,  were  the  monk's  safest  guide.  But 
the  development  of  the  Manayana  in  Cashmere  is 
itself  a  proof  of  the  restlessness  of  the  Buddhist 
intellect  of  the  north.     The  northern  Buddhists 
would  do  all  for  victoiy,  and  they  modified  the 
primitive  leaching  of  their  leligion  accordingly. 
Now  it  may  be  asked  if  it  is  likely  that  the  poweiful 
science  of  Western  Asia  witli  its  elemental  philoso- 
phy, its  knowledge  of  the  stars,  its  theory  of  the  uni- 
verse, its  claims  to  divine  future  events,  would  be 
without  effect  on  the  development  of  Buddhism  in 
Cashmere  and  the  other  countries  ?    Why  is  it  lhat 
the  Lamas  have  an  astrological  department,  and 
lhat  they  profess  to  be  able  to  control  the  heavens? 
In  their  collegiate  system,  why  do  they  embrace 
the  study  of  the  stars  and  medicine  in  addition 
to  metaphysics  ?    They  have  drawn  their  idea  of 
things,   it  may   be  said,  from  India  diiecl,  but 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  northern  Buddhist  poly- 
theism and  astrology  are  indigenous  to  India,  and 
Mr.  Waddell  admits  that  the  Hindoo  astrology  is 
not  of  indigenous  origin  but  came  from  the  Greeks. 
The  Indian  intellect  then  was  working  on  foreign 
materials  when  the  Mahayana  polytheism  sprang 
into  existence.    What  India  contributed  was  re- 
fined thought,  but  as  lo  the  arl  of  image  making, 
the  beautiful  forms  of  statuary,  the  colouring  of 
paintings,  the  casting  of  bronzes,  these  were  all  aits 
of  foreign  origin  in  India.  Monastic  communities  for 
religious  leaching  existed  before  Buddhism  in  other 
countries.    We  find  monastic  institutions  as  we 
find  the  tonsuie  in  western  Asia,  in  Greece,  and  in 
Egypt  before  they  appeared  in  India.    The  Budd- 
hists adopted  them  because  the  whole  attention 
of  the  neophyte  was  required  lo  be  given  to  teli- 
gion.    The  various  additions  made  to  northern 
Budddhism  at  about  the  time  of  the  Council  of 
Cashmere  aie  all  of  a  character  to  suggest  the 
presence  of   Western  influences.    So  it  was  with 
the  peculiar  usages  which  Buddhism  shared  with 
Brahmanism.   Cremation  for  example,  was  there- 
suit  of  a  philosophical  belief  in  regard  to  the  element 
of  fire.     It  was  learned  from  Persia  as  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  also  learned  it  from  that  country. 

Any  one  who  visits  a  Buddhist  temple  in  China, 
and  remarks  the  images  added  by  the  northern 
Buddhists  to  those  which  belong  to  the  primitive 
form  of  their  religion,  will  do  well  to  make  the  re- 
flection that  these  images  represent  each  of  them 
a  saviour,  and  that  form  is  suggestive  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  divinity  undertakes  to  save 
the  suppliant.  When  any  one  conscious  of 
feebleness  asks  the  mighty  aid  of  some  divinity, 
Buddhism  offers  to  him  one  of  her  fictitious 
teachers  or  guides.  But  since  the  Zendavesta 
does  the  same,  and  this  book  is  older  than  Budd- 
hism, we  judge  that  the  fire  worshippers  with  their 
explicit  doctiine  of  a  future  state  were  the  model 
after  which  the  keen  Buddhist  logicians  of  India 
shaped  the  Mahayana  with  its  peculiar  hierarchy 
of  gods.  


««  HARA-KIRI  "  WHILE  INTOXICATED. 

Kanda  is  a  district  of  Tokyo  where  all  sorts 
of  queer  things  are  constantly  happening.  It 
is  the  great  student-quarter,  the  Quartier  Latin, 
of  the  metropolis,   and  statistics   show  that 
it   boasts  the  largest,  number  of  wine-shops, 
tobacconists,  book-stores,  and  sly-brothels.  The 
first  and  last  of  these  categories  generally  run 
in  couples.    Fires  are  most  frequent  there; 
brawls  and  "  rows"  of  almost  daily  occurrence. 
Yet  there  is  no  part  of  the  district  through  which 
one  may  not  walk  with  perfect  safety  at  night. 
And  of  what  great  Continental  city  may  as  much 
be  said  ?    The  police-system  of  the  metropolis 
is  neither  obtrusive  nor  overbearing ;  there  are 
none  of  those  burly,  club-wielding  representatives 
of  "  the  finest,"  such  as  are  supposed  to  keep 
the  streets  of  New  York  in  comparative  quiet. 
But,  for  all  that,  there  is  better  management, 
quicker  and  more  effective  work,  than  in  any 
other  city  of  like  size.    It  was  in  Kanda,  a  few 
days  ago,  that  a  very  curious  attempt  a  self- 
disembowelment  was  made.    Toyosaki  Tatsu- 
goro  and  his  son  Seisaku  live  in  Hiranaga-cho 
in  that  district,  and  though  diligent  in  their 
business  and  a  well-reputed  pair,  are  very,  very 
fond   of  that  species  of  fusel-oil  which  mas- 
querades under  the  style  of  sake.    After  the 
day's  work  is  done  it  is  the  innocent  habit  of 
father  and  son  to  drink  until  all  things  become 
pleasantly  vague.    But  Tatsugoro  is  somewhat 
argumentative  in  his  cups  and  given  to  lament 
the  degeneracy  of  the  youth  of  Japan.^  with  special 
reference  to  the  "  unfilial  conduct"  of  his  son. 
Seisaku  grew  tired  of  this  kind  of  homily,  and 
I  when,  the  other  evening,  his  father  again  tipsily 
I  upbraided  him  for  his  suppositions  disobedi- 
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ence,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  know  wherein 
he  had  fallen  short  of  his  duty,  and  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  that  his  father  was  dissatisfied  with 
him.  "  I  sherl'nly  (kit)  am,"  replied  Tatsugoro. 
"  In  that  cashe,"  gravely  responded  the  in- 
ebriated youth,  "tbere'sh  nothing  for  m  (hie) 
me  to  do  but  die,"  and  drawing  a  razor  from  his 
sleeve  he  made  a  deep  and  long  slash  in  his 
bowels.  The  pain  and  the  sight  of  the  blood 
sobered  both.  Assistance  was  speedily  called 
in,  and  Seisaku  was  saved  from  bleeding  to 
death,  although  he  is  still  in  a  very  precarious 
condition.  A  "blue  ribbon"  ought  to  be  the 
best  tourniquet  for  such  a  wound. 


MISOKA. 

A  curious  point  was  recently  raised  in  the 
Japanese  Law  Courts.  Before  the  introduction 
of  the  new  Calendar  the  last  day  of  the  month 
was  known  as  "  misoka."  The  word  is  still 
widely  used,  and  may  be  said  to  carry  the 
meaning  of  "the  last  day  of  the  month,"  whe- 
ther the  28th,  29th,  30th,  or  31st.  Now  the  law 
requires  that  certain  suits  must  be  instituted 
within  six  months  of  the  transaction  on  account 
of  which  they  are  brought.  A  merchant  of 
Tokyo,  acting  upon  this,  brought  an  action  on 
the  30th  of  November  to  recover  money  due  on 
the  30th  of  May  preceding,  but  the  Court  non- 
suited him,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  exceed- 
ed the  prescribed  time  by  one  day.  The 
word  used  in  the  contract  in  respect  of  which 
he  claimed  was  "  misoka."  The  money  had 
fallen  due  on  the  "misoka"  of  May.  Was 
"misoka"  to  be  regarded  as  the  30th  or  31st. 
If  the  former,  then  the  suit  should  have  been 
instituted  on  the  29th  of  November  so  as  to  be 
within  six  months.  If  the  latter,  then  its  in- 
stitution on  the  30th  was  in  order.  The  mer- 
chant appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  lower 
tribunal  and  gained  his  point. 


MURDER  IN  NIIGATA. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1 5th  the  body  of  Murata 
Tai,  a  wealthy  resident  of  Niigata,  was  found 
dead  in  her  bed.  The  room  bore  evidence  of 
a  severe  struggle,  the  tatami  being  torn  and 
soiled  and  the  bedclothes  in  confusion,  while 
the  deep  indents  of  a  knotted  rope  were  found 
on  the  neck  of  the  unfortunate  woman.  Suspi- 
cion at  once  fell  on  her  son,  one  Kichizo,  a  man 
some  forty-five  years  of  age.  He  had  been  her 
legal  heir,  but  being  addicted  to  a  loose  way 
of  living,  was  disinherited  some  time  ago  in 
favour  of  his  cousin.  Since  that  event  he  had 
taken  a  house  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his 
mother's  home,  but  it  had  latterly  become  his 
habit  to  take  his  meals  and  sleep  in  the  house 
that  was  once  to  have  been  his,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  some  sort  of  reconciliation  must  have 
taken  place  between  mother  and  son.  Kichizo 
is  known  to  be  in  pecuniary  difficulties,  and 
this  may  have  led  to  his  horrible  crime.  Intense 
indignation  is  felt  in  Niigata  about  the  case,  for 
the  murdered  woman  was  very  popular  and  well- 
known  for  his  charities.  Kichizo  denies  all  know- 
ledge of  the  act,  and  black  though  the  circum- 
stantial evidence  be,  has  a  most  innocent  bearing. 

MURDERS  IN   YAM  ATO  PROVINCE. 

The  province  of  Yamato  obtained  unenviable 
notoriety  last  year  when  two  men,  having 
murdered  ten  persons,  fled  to  the  forests  on 
the  mountain  of  Kongo  and  there  committed 
suicide  after  having  been  hunted  like  wild 
beasts  for  several  days.  The  same  province 
lias  now  been  the  scene  of  an  even  more  atro- 
cious crime.  A  ruffian  called  Ozaki  Tome- 
kichi  recently  killed  eight  people  there,  three 
of  whom  were  women  and  three  children.  The 
details  are  given  with  great  minuteness  by  the 
vernacular  press,  but  our  readers  would  only 
be  wearied  by  perusing  them.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  a  woman  was  at  the  bottom  of  the 
terrible  affair  and  a  most  abandoned  woman  at 
that.  From  one  man  whose  mistress,  although 
he  was  married,  she  had  been  for  some  time,  she 
passed  to  another  who  married  her  with  full 
knowledge  of  her  story  and  who,  having  divorced 
her  sought  to  get  her  back  again,  and  failing, 
killed  her,  her  paramour,  his  wife  and  child,  as 
well  as  another  man  who  had  been  instrumental 


in  arranging  the  divorce,  with  his  wife  and  two 
Children,  The  murders  were  committed  with 
the  same  sword  and  on  the  same  night,  and  the 
man,  at  the  instance  of  a  friend,  subsequently 
surrendered  himself  to  the  police  after  having 
eaten  a  hearty  meal.  There  is  nothing  wonder- 
ful about  the  affair  except  the  celerity  and 
thoroughness  with  which  the  crimes  were  per- 
petrated, but  a  Japanese  sword  in  the  hands  of 
a  strong  man  is  a  swift  and  deadly  weapon. 

THE   HRK   IN   BANC  HO, 

It  seems  a  fatality,  but  as  we  have  pointed 
out  on  several  occasions  this  year,  nearly 
every  one  of  the  smaller  fires  since  January 
— and  there  have  been  scores  of  them — have 
been  attended  with  fatal  accidents.  This 
has  happened  no  less  than  four  times  in  Kanda 
District  alone.  On  the  22nd  ultimo,  at  about 
ten  in  the  evening,  two  or  three  houses  were 
burned  in  Naka  Roku  Bancho,  Kojimachi 
District.  The  origin  of  the  fire  was,  as  usual 
the.  upsetting  of  a  lamp.  Indeed  nearly  all 
Japanese  fires  result  from  one  of  three  causes, 
either  the  blowing  about  of  glowing  bits  of 
charcoal  from  a  hibachi  by  a  sudden  gust  of 
wind ;  or  the  over-heating  of  the  partitions 
of  a  bath-house ;  or  the  overturning  of  a 
kerosene-oil  lamp.  In  the  present  instance 
it  appears  that  a  hanging  lamp  was  accident- 
ally knocked  down  the  lamp  breaking  and 
the  oil  igniting  at  once.  The  flames  spread 
with  such  rapidity  that  the  mother  of  the  owner 
of  the  house  had  to  jump  from  a  window 
on  the  second  floor,  receiving  severe  internal 
injuries.  The  house  next  door  was  inhabited 
by  a  certain  Yumura  Yosaburo,  who  had  that 
night  been  indulging  freely  in  wine.  As  every 
effort  was  directed  toward  quenching  the  flames, 
people  quite  forgot  that  Yosaburo  was  in  a 
drunken  stupor  upstairs.  He  never  woke,  and 
his  body  was  a  blackened  cinder  when  dis- 
covered among  the  debris  next  morning. 

A  COSTLY  NAP. 

A  few  days  ago,  a  well-to-do  Nihombashi 
merchant,  rejoicing  in  the  fact  that  he  had  of 
late  made  a  number  of  undoubted  bargains, 
made  up  his  mind  to  take  a  little  trip  to 
Hakone  Gotenyama.  He  spent  a  day  or  so 
there  and  then  set  out  again  for  the  capital. 
The  pleasant  vernal  warmth,  the  monotonous 
sound  of  the  car-wheels,  and  his  own  fatigue 
combined  to  lure  him  to  the  land  of  dreams. 
When  he  avoke  he  found  the  train  had  arrived 
at  Shimbashi  Station.  Hastily  alighting,  he 
felt  for  purse  and  ticket.  Both  were  gone,  and 
it  was  no  small  consolation  to  know  that  some 
thievish  fellow-traveller  must  have  earned  250 
en  by  the  merchant's  nap. 

THE  NEW  FLAGSHIP. 

The  new  flagship,  H.M.S.  Centurion,  arrived 
at  Hongkong  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  21st 
ult.  She  carries  a  crew  of  635.  Her  officers  are: 
— Vice-Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  E.  R.  Fremantie ; 
Flag  Lieut.,  E.  D.  Ogilvie  ;  Secretary,  Henry  W. 
Paul ;  Clerks  to  Secretary,  F.  A.  W.  Denman 
and  W.  Tier;  Captain,  John  M.  McQuhae ; 
Commanders,  E.  J.  Fleet  and  G.  J.  S.  War- 
render;  First  Lieutenant,  Richard  H.  L.  Risk; 
Torpedo  Lieut.,  Sir  Robert  Arbuthnot ;  Lieuts. 
B.  St.  J.  Bellairs,  F.  J.  Thring,  A.  P.  J  ames, 
F.  L.  T.  Leatham,  O.  Farrell  ;  Sub. Lieuts.,  F.  A. 
Powlett,  W.  Ricketts,  A.  P.  Solfleet.  Midship- 
men, W.  Hose,  A.  C.  Dewar,  W.  E.  H.  Lowther, 
A.  B.  S.  Dutton,  C.  Peel,  F.  Powell,  W.  B. 
Compton,  H.  J.  G.  Lawrence,  C.  E.  L.  Thomas, 
F.  B.  Noble,  Sleen,  and  Blount;  Naval  Cadets, 
Freemantle,  Rigg,  Bamber,  Corner,  Dew,  Steel, 
and  Thomson  ;  Fleet  Engineer,  J.  Pitt;  Second 
Engineer,  Jas.  R.  Roffey;  Assistant  Engineers, 
W.  S.  Westbrook,  W.  F.  Mitchell,  Block,  and 
Brown ;  Fleet  Paymaster,  J.  Bremner;  Assistants, 
Wilson  and  Matthew;  Assistant  Clerks,  Woode- 
son,  Littlejohns,  and  Cornford. 

TROUBLE  AMONG  FISHERMEN. 

There  has  been  an  extensive  fishermen's  war 
going  on  for  some  time  between  the  fishermen 
of  Enamura  in  Shizuoka  Ken  and  other  villages 
along  the  south-western  coast  of  the  Izu  pen- 
insula.   The  excitement  ran  very  high  at  times 


(luring  the  past  tew  months.  Fortunately  there 
has  been  no  bloodshed,  but  boycotting  and  other 
modern  innovations  were  brought  into  requisi- 
tion, and  had  the  effect,  it  seems,  of  convincing 
the  patriots  of  the  nets,  on  both  sides,  that 
such  "  pleasantries "  are  fatal  to  their  mutual 
interest  and  calculated  to  bring  some  of  the 
poorer  among  them  to  the  verge  of  starvation. 
We  are  glad  to  learn  from  a  correspondent  that 
the  difficulty  has  now  been  amicably  settled, 
and  we  trust,  for  the  sake  of  the  people  of  that 
rugged  coast,  that  the  hachet  has  been  per- 
manently buried. 

THE  "  SHO  NIPPON." 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  do  justice  where  justice 
is  due,  and  despite  our  frequent  necessarily  ad- 
verse criticism  of  the  Nippon  and  its  rampant 
policy,  we  can  only  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of 
the  Sho  Nippon  which  is  published  under  the 
aegis  of  the  same  office.  This  is  a  very  recent 
publication  which  proposes  to  show  the  other 
Ko  Shimbun  of  the  metropolis  that  it  is  possible 
to  edit  a  bright  and  entertaining  paper  without 
reference  to  the  local  chronique  scandaleuse, 
without  defaming  those  who  cannot  help  them- 
selves, and  without  brutally  immoral  tendencies. 
If  the  Sho  Nippon  can  really  help  to  cleanse  the 
Augean  stables  of  the  Tokyo  Ko  Shimbunski, 
it  will  be  doing  a  most  praiseworthy  and  vitally 
necessary  deed.  It  is  gratifying,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  hear  that  this  enterprising  novelty 
has  proved  a  financial  success  from  the  outset. 


THE  TOKYO  WATER  WORKS. 

Patriotism  has  finally  proved  more  potent  than 
the  business  faculty  in  the  councils  of  the  Tokyo 
City  Assembly.  They  have  decided  to  confiscate 
50,000  yen  out  of  the  security  money  lodged  by 
the  Iron  Foundry  Company,  for  breach  of  con- 
tract, but  the  casting  of  pipes  for  the  Water 
Works  is  nevertheless  to  be  left  in  the  Com- 
pany's hands.  An  order  for  ten  thousand  tons 
is  to  be  given  to  it  at  once,  and  the  quantity  is 
to  be  increased  so  soon  as  the  Company  shows 
itself  competent  to  turn  out  good  work.  The 
agreement  as  to  price  is  on  a  new  basis,  the 
cost  of  the  iron,  which  is  imported  from  abroad, 
being  computed  in  sterling  and  kept  distinct 
from  the  cost  of  casting.  The  former  is  to  be 
^3  is.  ofd.,  and  of  the  latter  26.213  Vtn  per 
ton  of  straight  pipes  and  57.934  yen  for  elbows. 
Th  ere  is  further  an  allowance  of  75  sen  a  ton 
on  account  of  freight.  The  Company  pledges 
itself  to  deliver  the  whole  of  this  order  by  the 
end  of  next  February.  Mr.  Kusumoto,  Chair- 
man of  the  City  Assembly,  said  that  it  had  been 
resolved  to  give  the  Company  a  chance  of  re- 
trieving its  reputation,  there  being  no  valid  ob- 
jection to  such  a  step  so  long  as  the  city  did 
not  suffer  loss.  The  Company  ought  to  ap» 
preciate  such  kind  consideration.  For  our  own 
part,  looking  at  the  matter  from  an  outside 
point  of  view,  we  venture  to  differ  from  Mr. 
Kusumoto.  He  appears  to  think  that  the 
question  of  loss  is  limited  to  an  actual  outlay  of 
yen  and  sen,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  the  city's 
real  loss  consists  in  its  continued  deprivation  of 
a  good  water  supply.  The  question  of  the 
Water  Works  has  been  pottered  with  until  the 
citizens  have  a  right  to  lay  aside  all  patience. 
How  many  lives  and  how  much  discomfort  such 
unbusiness-like  methods  have  cost,  can  never 
be  known,  but  certainly  no  sum  of  money  in- 
volved in  the  breach  of  a  contract  for  iron  pip- 
ing deserves  to  be  mentioned  in  such  a  context. 


A  HOSPITAL   FOR  BONE-SBTTI NG. 

Mr.  Koike  Aritsune,  who  has  achieved  con- 
siderable success  as  a  bone-setter  at  his  hospital 
in  Yokohama,  purposes  extending  the  sphere 
of  his  operations  to  Tokyo,  and  to  that  end 
solicits  the  aid  of  charitable  persons.  He  has 
addressed  to  the  vernacular  press  a  letter  ex- 
plaining that,  during  the  three  years  ended  in 
1880,  he  gave  gratuitous  aid  to  356  persons, 
and  spent  upon  medicine  for  them  a  total  of 
400  yen.  Between  January  1881  and  June 
1886,  his  charity  patients  aggregated  3,943, 
and  his  expenditure  on  their  account  5,126 
yen.  At  the  close  of  188 1 ,  the  Government 
rewarded  him  with  a  certificate  of  merit  and 
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a  silver  cup.  He  forsees  that,  so  soon  as  he 
establishes  a  hospital  in  Tokyo,  the  number  of 
applicants  for  gratuitous  aid  will  greatly  in- 
crease, and  his  resources  being  inadequate,  he 
asks  the  public  to  assist.  It  appears  that  among 
his  patients  have  been  the  French  and  Belgian 
Representatives  and  Mr.  Boissonade.  Good 
names  are  published  as  supporters  of  Mr.  Ko- 
ike's project— those  of  Count  Katsu,  Messrs. 
Inouye  Kakugoro,  YamadaTaizo,  Fujita  Mago- 
hei,  Fukuchi  Genichira,  and  Boissonade.  The 
sum  already  collected  amounts  to  407  yen,  in- 
cluding 50  yen  from  Mr.  Boissonade,  and  sums 
from  nearly  all  the  Foreign  Representatives  and 
many  men  of  note. 

SWINDLING  PRACTICES. 

Some  time  in  January,  Mr.  Kagaya  Zembei,  of 
Kojimachi  District,  Tokyo,  was  visited  by  a 
young  and  a  not  ill-favoured  woman,  dressed  in 
mere  rags,  who  begged  some  pecuniary  relief 
on  the  score  of  the  woman's  being  a  native  of 
the  some  prefecture  as  Mr.  Kagaya,— Fukui. 
In  the  course  of  their  conversation,  it  appeared 
that  the  woman's   father  lived  in  the  same 
street    in  the  town  of  Fukui,  in  which  Mr. 
Kagaya   had  been  born.     This   was  a  new 
appeal  to  his  charity.     He  listened  sympathe 
tically  to  her  story  and  gave  her  a  sum  of 
money  sufficient  to  supply  her  most  pressing 
wants.    Several  times  after  this  the  woman  came 
again,  and  on  each  occasion  received  a  trifle. 
Finally,  the  other  day,  she  rode  up  to  the  door 
in  ajinrikisha.    In  this  instance  Mr.  Kagaya 
refused  to  listen  to  her  request  for  assistance, 
for  he  declared  himself  astonished  that  so  poor 
a  woman  as  she  claimed  to  be  should  come  for 
alms  in  a  hired  vehicle.    She  pleaded  indis- 
position, but  her  evidently  robust  health  did  not 
confirm  her  words,  while  it  considerably  added 
to  the  gentleman's  suspicion.     Finding  all  her 
excuses   in   vain,  the  jinrikisha-mm  finally 
struck  in  and  said  that  she  had  hired  him  with 
the  understanding  that  he  was  to  receive  his 
fare    from  her  "friend."     But  Mr.  Kagaya 
sternly  refused  to  pay  the  man's  hire,  and  both 
left  disconsolate.      He  had  one  of  his  servants 
immediately  follow  them  up,  and  it  was  soon 
discovered  that  the  two  were  a  pair  of  arrant 
swindlers,  who  made  it  their  practice  to  go  to 
the  homes  of  wealthy  people  and  obtain  small 
sums  of  money  by  means  of  exactly  the  same 
plea  they  had  adduced  in  his  own  case.  So 
successful  were  they  at  this  game— for  the  clan 
spirit  is  still  strong  in  Japan  and  the  shortest 
road  to  most  peoples'  heart  is  the  claim  of  onajt 
^/—that  they  lived  in  comparative  ease.  The 
enterprising  couple  been  have  arrested. 


mand  a  good  price  and  compete  favourably, 
with  all  that  tends  to  make  a  desirable  fuel,  with 
the  output  of  other  Eastern  Asiatic  mines,  there 
is  no  earthly  reason  why  it  should  not  be  kept 
in  open  market.  Black  diamonds  are  as  pfentiful 
in  Japan  as  real  diamonds  are  scarce.  There 
is  certainly  more  coal  than  copper,  at  any  rate, 
yet  no  outcry  is  made  against  the  exportation  of 
that  valuable  metal. 


AN   APOLOGY  FOR 


THE 
I  . 


GLOBE-TROTTER. 


a  gainer  of  gold,  was  withheld  from  him.  A 
public  procutator  denounced  him  in  open  court 
as  a  "  Persecutor  of  Peers,"  and  a  Court  of  Law 
sent  him  to  prison  for  bribery.  But  Mr.  Hira- 
numa  declares  that  he  never  was  bad  himself, 
and  that  the  author  of  all  the  evil  was  a  clerk 
whom  he  has  now  dismissed.  He  is  about  to 
give  proof  of  his  title  to  a  better  reputation  by 
condoning  the  debts  of  the  13  peers  on  very 
lenient  terms.  The  ill-wind  has  blown  pleasantly 
in  the  case  of  these  out-at-elbow  noblemen. 


Nay,  it  isn't  his  fault  that  we  all  cannot  roam  as  lie, 

Giving  each  land  but  a  glance  and  away! 
That  he  isn't  a  green  little  spiig  of  diplomacy, 
Stuck  in  our  soil  for  a  year  and  a  day. 

2. 

That  he  isn't  a  flail  for  Hie  heathen's  conversion, 

A  banker,  a  broke.,  a  clerk  in  a  store; 
That  he  hales  what   we   love,   and  admires  our 
aversion, 

That  he  is — just  what    nature  has  made  him, 
no  more. 

3- 

Lei  him  rave  of  Imperial  gardens  and  palaces, 

Give  us  his  views  upon  local  affairs, 
Controvert  anti-revisional  fallacies, 

Speak  with  appioval  of  Japanese  peais. 

4- 

Let  him  tell  of  visits  to  temples  (which  boie  him), 

Of  climbing  Macpherson's  historic&l  peak; 
How  he  found  Kanazawa  (unheard  of  befoie  him) 
And  happily  christened  it  "Livingstone  Creek." 

5- 

Bear  with  his  chatter  of  "  moosmy  "  or  "  uaysan, 

Humour  his  wish  to  be  classed  with  the  gay  : 
How  should  be  ever  suspect  that  he  plays  an 
Idiot's  part  in  a  farcical  play? 

6. 

Loathe  not  the  globe-trotter — human  at  least  he  is— 

Pity  his  weakness,  his  folly  condone; 
Let  him  wander  at  will,  like  the  vagabond  beast 
he  is — 

We  (like  the  limpet)  will  stick  to  our  stone. 


THOSE  COAL-MINES. 

In  a  recent  note,  we  had  occasion  to  refer  to 
the   objection   raised   against  the  export  of 
coal,  the  reason  given  being  that  the  supply 
of   coal  was  limited  and  not  even  adequate 
to  the  probable  needs  of  Japan  in  another  quar- 
ter of  a  century.    The  Miyako  Shimbun  keeps 
hammering  away  at  this  theme,  the  latest  pro- 
gnostication published  being  that  of  Mr.  Wada, 
sometime  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines.  This 
gentleman  says  that  there  will  be  no  coal  left  in 
japan  in  fifty  years  from  now.    "  This  can  un- 
fortunately be  proved  at  present,"  says  our 
contemporary.     "  Most  mines  will  exhaust  the 
veins  they  are  now  working  in  less  than  ten 
years     Only  the  great  mines  of  Kyushu  and 
Hokkaido  stand  a  chance  of  long-continued  ex 
istence  "    That  is  a  pretty  broad  margin,  how 
ever     The  coal-fields  of  these  two  places  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  foreign  experts,  practically 
inexhaustible.     There  is  no  need  of  theorizing 
on  the  probable  speedy  fate  of  less  rich  mines. 
The  manner  in   which  the  whole   subject  is 
treated  reminds  one  of  the  famous  Old  Lady  of 
Prague,  whose  replies  were  exceedingly  vague. 
Because,  forsooth,  petty  concerns  are  doomed 
to  "  peter  out"  in  the  near  future,  this  does  not 
by  any  means  affect  the  vast  collieries  of  Taka- 
shima,  Miike,  and  the  Hokkaido  Baitan  Gum.. 
Chikuzen  is  one  enormous  coal-field,  while  the 
possible  stores  of  the  northern  provinces  are  as 
yet  unknown  though  they  should  be  of  enormous 
magnitude.    So  long  as  Japanese  coal  can  com- 


A  LADY   MISSIONARY  ASSAULTED. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  says  that  Miss  L.  Imhof 
(the  transliteration  would  also  render  it  M. 
Hope,  but  Miss  Imhof  is  the  only  lady  mis- 
sionary whose  name  approaches  the  rendering, 
resident  at  Yonezawa  now),  an  instructress  in 
the  Eiwa  Gakko,  Yonezawa,  Yamagata  Pre- 
fecture, held  an  open-air  meeting  in  the  en- 
closure of  the  Uyesugi  Shrine  situate  in  the 
public  garden,  Yonezawa,  during  the  night  of 
the  29th  ult.  The  festival  of  the  shrine  was 
being  observed  the  same  night.  A  large  au- 
dience assembled,  and  much  disorder  pre- 
vailed during  her  address.  The  lady  closed  her 
remarks  about  ten  o'clock  amid  tumultuous 
cries  of  disapproval.  Miss  Imhof  then  attempted 
to  leave  the  place  and  met  with  some  buffeting 
as  she  proceeded.  Then  one  of  her  opponents 
threw  a  stone  which  struck  her  face,  shivering 
the  right  glass  of  her  spectacles.  The  broken 
glass  cut  into  her  face  and  one  eye  received  seri- 
ous injury.  Help  was  at  hand,  and  Miss  Imhof 
was  promptly  taken  to  the  Eiwa  Gakko,  where 
medical  assistance  was  immediately  procured.  It 
it  is  said  that  the  Judy  will  lose  the  sight  of  her 
injured  eye.  The  President  of  the  Akasaka 
Hospital,  Tokyo,  was  invited,  by  telegraph,  to 
Yonezawa  the  same  night  to  attend  the  patient. 
The  police  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  arresting 
the  thrower  of  the  stone. 


THE  BOYCOTT  OF  MESSRS.  SAMUEL  SAMUEL  AND  CO. 

The  vernacular  press  says  that  the  Japanese 
merchants  in  Yokohama  who  undertook  to 
boycott  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  &  Co.,  found 
themselves  recently  in  an  embarrassingdilemma. 
They  had  no  grudge  of  their  own  against  the 
English  firm,  but  merely  acted  at  the  instance 
of  their  confreres  in  Kobe.  Suddenly,  however, 
they  found  that  the  latter  had  abandoned  their 
hostile  attitude  toward  the  firm,  and  so,  of 
course,  they  had  to  make  undignified  haste  to 
follow  suit.  The  newspaper  from  which  we 
quote  says  that  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  &  Co., 
promised  to  extend  all  possible  convenience  to 
Japanese  merchants  trading  with  them.  Such 
a  promise  would,  of  course,  have  been  wholly 
superfluous.  But  if  the  intention  is  to  suggest 
that  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  and  Company  sub- 
scribed to  any  conditions  whatever,  we  are 
in  a  position  to  give  the  statement  a  most  em- 
phatic denial.  

THE  DOSHI   AND  DOMEI  PARTIES. 

The  Doshi  and  Domei  Parties  have  at  length 
persuaded  themselves  to  cease  their  separate 
existence  and  unite  into  one  association,  to 
which  they  have  given  the  name  Rikken 
Kakkushin-to,  or  the  Constitutional  Reform 
Party.  The  platform  of  this  latest  political 
upstart  is  simple  enough  and  sufficiently  vague 
to  include  men  of  all  schools.  After  the  usual 
professions  of  devotion  to  Imperialism  and  to 
constitutional  institutions,  the  document  pledges 
the  Reform  Party  to  Responsible  Cabinets,  to 
orderly  finance,  to  national  development,  to 
assertion  of  the  country's  sovereign  autonomy, 
and  to  completion  of  the  national  defences. 
Probably  our  readers,  like  ourselves,  have  long 
ceased  to  be  seriously  interested  in  the  plat- 
forms of  Japanese  political  parties.  This  is 
the  era  of  persons  not  of  principles. 


MR.  H  I  RAN UM  A  SENZo's  REPENTANCE. 

To  be  called  a  "  disreputable  millionaire  "  is  a 
distinction  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  very  few 
people.  Mr.  Hiranuma  Senzo,  the  Yokohama 
userer,  has  achieved  it.  Originally  a  scullion 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Watanabe  Jiyemon,  he 
managed,  after  six  years'  industry,  to  set  up  a 
small  shop  for  the  sale  of  cotton  fabrics.  In 
that  business  he  amassed  enough  money  to  be 
come  a  lender,  and  the  auri  sacra  fames  im- 
pelled him  to  methods  that  quickly  increased 
his  pile.  Finally,  he  had  sufficient  capital  to 
start  a  bank  on  his  own  account,  and  it  was 
then  that  he  came  to  include  among  his  debtors 
13  impecunious  noblemen,  upon  whom  he  put 
the  thumb-screw  so  effectually  that  even  the 
pardon  proverbially  extended  by  the  public  to 


THE  SILVER  EAST. 

The  Chairman  of  the  China  Mutual  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  speaking  at  the  annual 
meeting  on  the  19th  of  March,  made  some 
pregnant  remarks  with  regard  to  the  bonus  now 
enjoyed  by  silver-using  countries.  His  speech 
is  thus  summarised  and  commented  on  by  the 
London  and  China  Express : — 

Mr.  Reid,  the  Chairman,  pointed  out  that  with 
the  lapid  and  continuous  fall  in  the  gold  value  of 
silver  the  company  found  that  not  only  was  English 
coal,  in  countries  east  of  Suez,  no  longer  sought 
after  and  unprofitable  to  import,  but  it  was  in- 
creasingly to  the  advantage  of  the  company  to 
confine  themselves  lo  the  use  of  Japanese  fuel. 
The  same  influences  also  favourably  affected  the 
geueial  disbursements  of  the  ships  at  Eastern 
ports,  and  affoi  d  a  further  illustration  of  the  great 
and  growing  injury  lo  our  home  industi  ies,  arising 
from  the  constantly  increasing  appreciation  of 
gold.  The  saving  made  to  the  company  was 
really  considerable,  and  may  be  taken  as  male- 
lially  contributing  lo  a  return  to  dividend-paying 
times  on  the  ordinary  shares  of  the  company.  # 
But  there  is,  however,  a  lift  in  the  lute,  as  pointed 
out  by  Mr.  Maitland,  and  the  very  facts  that 
contribute  to  a  saving  in  woiking  expenses  also 
militate  against  the  company  in  the  great  falling 
off  of  exports  from  this  country  to  the  Far  East. 
Whilst  a  two-shilling  dollar  prevents  exports,  and 
thus  affecls  this  couuliy  in  that  way,  so  also  does 
it  fiom  the  fact  thai  the  large  amounts  needed  to 
keep  thesteaineis  of  ihe  company  in  a  pioper  and 
efficient  stale  of  repair  are  now  mainly  disbursed 
in  the  Far  East.  As  Mr.  Maitland  pointed  out, 
in  China,  Japan,  and  Singapore  they  have  all  the 
facilities  in  the  way  of  docks  and  workmen  for 
repairing  steamers.  Willi  the  dollar  at  two  shil- 
lings, it  is  only  reasonable  lo  conclude  that  the 
whole  of  this  money  for  upkeep  will  ultimately  — 
as,  in  fact,  it  has  already  commenced — be 
spent  in  the  East.    On  the  basis  of  a  two-shilling 
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dollai  tlit;  skilled  labourer  in  China  and  Japan 
Will    woik    tin     a    111  on  1 1 1    for    less    than  skilled 
lahouieis   heie    would    do     for   »    week.  Thus 
it  is  thai  Lo  ll'e  gold  countties  comes  I  lie  loss, 
wlnlst   we   persist    in   tlie  vicious  circle    ol  out 
present  currency  airaneetnents,     The  loufjei  we 
delay  to  apply  the  prnpei    remedies  the  gieater 
will  l>e  the  troubles  we  shall  have  to  ultimately 
suffer,  and  the  moi  e  pet  manenl  will  be  the  injuries 
inflicted.     Japan  is  believed  to  be  now  tinning 
out  about  30,000  hales  of  cotton  goods  per  month  ; 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  rebuilding  of  the  Shanghai 
cotton  mills  will  not  be  effected;  the  Wuchang 
mills  ai  e  working,  and  other  vigorous  efforts. ape 
being  made  by  the  Chinese  10  establish  the  cotton 
spinning  and  weaving  industry  ill  the  country. 
We  heard   only  recently   that   the  Governor  of 
Canton  had  petitioned  the  Emperor  to  ei  ect  spin- 
uing  mills  in  that  city,  in  order  to  maintain  its 
trade.    Steps  have  already   been   taken   to  esta- 
blish the  industi  y,  and  a  large  number  of  plants 
have  been  purchased.     The  low  rates  of  wages  in 
China  will  piobably  conti  ibule  towards  the  suc- 
cess of  the  enlei  pi  ise,  and  if  the  experiment  suc- 
ceeds other  factoi  ies  will,  doubtless,  be  staited. 
Tfiis   must  necessarily  lesult  in  a  considerable 
diminution   in  the  imports  of  cotton  tissues  into 
China,  in  the  same  way  as  we  have  seen  the  trade 
of  Japan  change.     Thus,  a  Nemesis  is  attending 
us,  whose  presence  is  likely  to  be  borne  in  more 
forcibly  still  if  the  present  policy  is  peisisled  in. 
The  future  is  also  most  discouraging,  for  prices 
are  still  declining,  and  point  to  further  decline; 
trade  will  continue  stagnant,  and  the  manufactur- 
ing piofits  and  National  revenue  suffer  as  a  con- 
sequence.    The  comparatively  small  extra  supply 
of  gold  turned  out  at  the  Cape  in  relation  to  the 
demand  has  no  influence  in  affecting  the  present 
course,  or  of  allaying  the  demand  for  gold,  and 
thus  preventing  its  further  appreciation. 


THE  TWO  STEP. 

Regarding  the  "two  step"  dance,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  again  coming  into  vogue  in  Ameri- 
ca, Mr.  George  Dodworth,  a  dancing  master, 
says  in  the  Neiv  York  Herald : — 

Some  may  ask  : — "  What  is  this  two  step  ?  Where  did 
it  come  from  ?  Why  is  it  so  popular?"  In  reply,  let  me 
partly  answer  in  the  words  of  the  old  proverb,  "  There  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun." 

It  is  the  same  with  the  two  step.  It  is  not  entirely  new. 
It  is  only  new  to  the  younger  set  of  dancers  in  this  gene- 
ration. This  is  the  third  season  for  it  in  New  York,  and 
it  is  probably  at  its  height.  Many  will  remember  it  as  the 
old  fashioned  galop — two  slides  with  each  foot,  turning  on 
the  last  slide  to  two-four  time — the  easiest  combination  of 
movements  that  form  a  dance.  It  has  been  handed  down 
by  our  forefathers  as  one  of  the  enjoyable  dances  used 
when  round  dancing  first  came  into  vogue.  Its  popularity 
is  due  to  its  simplicity  and  its  adaptableness  to  stirring 
quicksteps  (marches)  written  in  six-eight  time. 

Unfortunately  this  stirring  quality  of  the  music  has  a 
tendency  to  spoil  many  of  our  good  dancers.  Not  being 
contented  to  glide  around  in  the  dance  in  a  ladylike  and 
gentlemanly  manner,  they  must  become  eccentric  and 
thrash  the  air  in  pump-handle  style,  each  beat  to  a  bar  of 
music. 

The  girl,  not  wishing  to  be  outdone  by  her  partner,  just 
as  vigorously  thrashes  the  air  with  her  left  arm  raised 
about  six  inches  from  her  partner's  tight  arm,  where  it 
should  he  resting  lightly  and  quietly. 

In  addition  to  the  innovation  the  young  men  must  bring 
football  tactics  into  the  drawing  room  and  ball-room  and 
become  "rushers"  and  terrors  to  the  more  gentlemanly 
and  quiet  dancers.  This  rushing  movement  is  obtained  by 
holding  the  girl  closely  and  rushing  her  backward  through 
the  crowd  at  breakneck  pace,  regardless  of  torn  dresses, 
bruises,  &c. 

Like  all  good  things,  the  two  step  is  being  abused.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  poor  dancing  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  dance,  but  of  the  dancer,  as  the  dancer  makes  the 
dance  by  his  manner  of  execution. 

This  dance,  being  so  easy  to  pick  up  by  novices  and 
poor  dancers,  is  proving  dangerous  to  our  most  beautiful 
dance  of  all,  the  waltz.  To  be  sure,  we  see  as  many,  if 
not  more,  waltzes  on  programmes,  but  we  do  not  see  so 
many  dancing  the  true  three  step  waltz.  The  two  step, 
like  an  octopus,  grabs  all  within  reach.  Formerly  this 
step,  when  danced  to  a  waltz,  was  called  the  deux  temps 
(two  time),  or  more  properly  the  ignoramus  waltz,  it  being 
attempted  by  many  without  previous  practice. 

So  it  is  to-day.  Poor  waltzers  and  those  who  are  self- 
taught  attempt  the  two  step  to  waltz  music.  Then,  as 
bad  examples  are  easily  followed,  our  accomplished 
dancers  are  very  often  forced  to  dance  the  two  step  to 
waltz  time  by  reason  of  having  a  partner  with  more  as- 
surance In  the  knowledge  of  the  ai  t,  and  hence  we  see 
he  waltz  degen  erating. 


THE   OKAYAMA  FLOODS. 

An  Official  Report  just  published  adds  little 
to  the  intelligence  already  received  about  the 
Okayama  floods.  The  rain  began  on  the  22nd 
ultimo  and  continued  without  interruption  until 
the  27th.  On  the  25th,  the  Takase  River  rose 
8i  feet  above  its  normal  level,  and  the  Asahi 
10  feet.  On  the  evening  of  the  following  day, 
the  bank  of  the  former  river  gave  way  at  Kata- 
shima,  throughout  a  length  of  120  yards,  and 


the  water,  pouring  through  the  breach,  inundat- 
ed the  hamlets  of  Kawachi  and  Nakasti,  sub- 
merging 800  houses,  some  lo  depth  of  8  feet 
above  the  floor,  and  burying  a  part  of  I  lie  Sanyo 
Railway.  The  rise  of  the  Asahi-gawa  caused 
much  anxiety  to  the  citizens  of  Okayama,  es- 
pecially after  the  fall  of  a  bridge,  but  happily 
these  fears  were  not  realized.  There  was  no 
loss  of  life. 

— I  

A  STKANGK  DISKASB. 

A  Tokyo  contemporary  reports  a  remarkable 
case,  which  is  said  to  be  puzzling  the  medical 
experts  of  the  metropolis.  The  patient  is  an 
old  woman,  living  in  Akasaka  District,  on  whose 
body  great  wens  or  tumor-like  lumps  have  been 
forming  ever  since  her  twenty-first  year.  The 
largest  of  these  fibro  was  about  the  size  of 
an  egg.  In  spite  of  all  this,  the  patient  has 
kept  in  tolerable  health,  but  of  late  years  the 
growths  have  so  increased  as  to  render  existence 
a  burden.  Dr.  Sakaki  was  applied  to,  and  he 
thought  the  case  so  strange  a  one  that  he  asked 
several  of  the  leading  local  practitioners  to  make 
observations  and  decide  upon  the  therapeusis, 
if  such  be  possible.  The  woman  is  now  an 
inmate  of  the  Charity  Hospital  in  Shiba. 


DEATH  OF  CONSTABLE  MURAKAMI. 

Murakami  Seitaro,  one  of  the  policemen  who 
was  shot  by  the  murderer  Carstens  has  just 
died.  A  post  mortem  examination  has  been 
held  by  Doctors  Eldridge,  Wheeler,  and  Runk- 
witz,  and  as  a  result  of  their  examination 
they  declare  that  death  was  due  to  tuber- 
culosis complicated  by  acute  pneumonia.  The 
bullet,  which  could  not  be  found  on  the  first 
examination  after  the  firing,  was  discovered 
embedded  in  the  muscles  of  the  man's  back. 
The  shooting  took  place,  it  will  be  remembered, 
in  the  Honmura  Road  district  a  year  and  ten 
months  ago,  since  which  time  the  deceased  has 
been  in  very  bad  health. 

INCENDIARY  ANGER. 

What  might  have  become  quite  a  large  fire, 
occurred  a  few  days  since  in  Yokohama,  a  bain 
and  several  outhouses  belonging  to  Mr.  Ko- 
mori  Tamizo  being  set  on  fire  by  a  former  maid- 
servant. It  appears  that  the  girl,  Suzuki  Kane, 
had  formed  an  attachment  for  a  teacher  in  a 
neighbouring  school,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the 
two  was  not  all  that  it  should  have  been  in  the 
opinion  of  the  maid's  employer.  He  abruptly 
dismissed  her,  and  this  so  enraged  O-Kane  that 
she  resolved  to  burn  down  her  master's  house 
and  all  that  it  contained.  The  flames  were  for- 
tunately extinguished  before  much  damage  was 
done,  and  the  firey-spirited  maiden  promptly 
arrested. 


THE  SOMA  SCANDAL. 

The  Soma  Scandal  reached  its  first  conclusive 
stage  on  the  3rd  instant  by  the  sentencing  of 
Nishigori  and  his  accomplices  at  the  Tokyo 
Local  Court.  Nishigori  was  condemned  to  4 
years'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  and  a 
fine  of  40  yen  ;  Yamaguchi  Jyun,  to  5  years'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour  and  a  fine  of  50 
yen  ;  Judge  Hoashi  Seiga,  to  2  years'  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour,  a  fine  of  20  yen,  and 
police  surveillance  for  6  months  ;  and  Watanabe 
Naokata,  to  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for 
6  months  and  a  fine  a  loyen.  These  four  have 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Court.  Messrs. 
GotoShimpei,  Okano  Kan,  Yamada  Jubei,  and 
Koyama  Toki  were  acquitted. 

MADAME    MINNIE  HAUK.. 

Consul-General  Wartegg  and  Madame  Min- 
nie Hauk  left  Singapore  for  Bangkok  on  the 
14th  ult.  From  Siam  they  proceed  to  Hong- 
kong, Shanghai,  and  Hankow,  thence  to  Yoko- 
hama, where  Madame  Minnie  Hauk  will  remain, 
while  Mr.  von  Hesse-Wartegg  pays  a  short  visit 
to  Korea.  They  then  continue  their  journey  to 
Europe,  via  America. 

THE  "  ASKOLD  "  ROCK. 

We  are  informed  by  Captain  Snow  that  during 
his  recent  adventures  he  heard  from  some  of 
the  sealing  vessels  of  a  rock  situated  in  about 
the  position  of  the  so-called  "Askold"  rock, 


which  was  said  to  have  been  seen  by  the  people 
of  the  Abyssinia  on  one  of  that  steamer's  voy- 
ages, and  was  subsequently  searched  for  without 
being  found.  Mr.  Snow  had  conversed  with 
men  who  had  seen  the  rock,  but  did  not  ascertain 
that  its  position  had  been  determined  by  lati- 
tude and  longitude.  This  voluntary  and  in- 
dependent evidence  coming  from  men  who  pro- 
bably never  heard  of  a  submerged  danger  in 
that  locality  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
"  Askold"  rock  does  really  exist. 


TEA  ADULTERATION. 

There  seems  to  be  a  really  genuine  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  merchants  of  Yoko- 
hama to  put  a  stop  to  the  vicious  habit  of  adul- 
teration so  largely  practiced  by  tea-producers. 
Finding  that  the  abuse  could  not  be  corrected 
without  the  most  effective  measures,  they  decid- 
ed on  the  26th  instant  to  appoint  an  examining 
committee  through  whose  hands  every  package 
of  tea  coming  from  the  interior  will  have  to 
pass  before  transfer  to  the  wholesale  dealers. 
The  vernacular  press  predicts  that  the  steps 
now  taken  will  undoubtedly  put  an  end  to 
adulteration. 

AN  INVENTION. 

It  is  stated  by  the  Tokyo  News  Agency  that  Pro- 
fessor Wakayama  Yoshikoro,  after  several  years 
of  experiment,  has  invented  a  Japanese  substitute 
for  the  matallic  colours  hitherto  imported  from 
abroad  by  decorators  of  Japanese  porcelain. 
The  substitute  is  said  to  be  cheaper  and  better 
than  the  imported  article.  We  do  not  under- 
stand this.  During  two  centuries  and  a  half  the 
Japanese  have  been  most  successfully  using  gold 
and  silver  in  the  decoration  of  porcelain  and  fai- 
ence. What  is  meant  by  alleging  that  Professor 
Wakayama's  invention  will  enable  them  for  the 
first  time  to  be  independent  of  foreign  aid  ? 

FRIDAY'S  STORM. 

Owing  to  the  exceedingly  tropical  nature  of 
the  downpour  of  rain  yesterday  afternoon  some 
parts  of  Main  Street  were  under  water  to  the 
extent  of  three  and  four  inches,  the  drains  and 
culverts  proving  inadequate  for  the  sudden 
demand  made  upon  them.  In  China  Town  the 
water  was  over  a  foot  deep  in  places.  Some 
little  damage  has  been  done  to  the  bailey  crops 
in  the  low  levels  beyond  the  Bluff,  and  a  con- 
siderable landslip,  or  rather  wash-out,  occurred 
between  the  top  road  on  the  Bluff  and  No.  33-B, 
where  the  water  washed  down  several  tons  of 
earth  and  even  started  the  stone  foundations  of 
a  house  as  it  rushed  down  the  hill. 


BURIED  TREASURE. 

Some  workmen  digging  the  foundations  of  a 
bell-tower  at  the  temple  of  Tofuku  in  Saitama 
Prefecture,  found  a  vase  containing  a  thousand 
old  gold  coins.  They  reported  the  matter  to 
the  police,  and  the  latter  referred  it  to  the  Pre- 
fectural  Authorities,  who  naturally  decided  that 
as  the  ground  on  which  the  temple  stands  is  the 
property  of  the  State,  the  gold  should  go  to  the 
Treasury.  The  priests,  having  anticipated  some 
gain  for  themselves,  are  said  to  be  much  chag- 
rined. As  for  the  Treasury,  we  should  hope 
and  imagine  that  it  will  direct  the  money — said 
to  be  about  4,000  yen — to  be  invested  for  the 
benefit  of  the  temple. 

UNRULY  SEAMEN. 

As  the  result  of  a  private  enquiry  at  the  Ame- 
rican Consulate  it  has  been  discovered  that  the 
reported  mutiny  on  board  the  sealer  Edward 
E,  Webster  was  nothing  more  than  a  drunken 
quarrel  between  the  men.  The  crew  were 
brought  before  the  American  Consul  on  Friday 
and  some  good  advice  was  tendered  them  by 
that  official.  Most  of  them  appeared  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  but  as  they  promised  to  be- 
have properly  in  the  future  they  were  sent  on 
board  their  vessel  again. 

LIEUTENANT  GUNJI. 

Lieutenant  Gunji  and  his  comrades  have  not 
passed  out  of  mind  altogether.  A  photographer 
of  Takasaki,  Mr.  Ebara  Kumataro,  proposes  to 
start  for  the  Kuriles  in  May  and  take  a  series 
of  photographs  of  the  Lieutenant,  his  party, 
their  work,  and  their  surroundings.    These  he 
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will  exhibit,  in  a  magic  lantern,  by  which  means 
he  hopes  to  raise  a  substantial  sum  in  aid  of 
the  adventurous  settlers.  Mr.  Ebara's  expenses 
are  to  be  paid  by  subscription.  It  will  be  a 
good  business  for  everybody. 

DEPARTURE  OF  MR.  LAKE. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Lake,  the  deportee  of  American 
nationality  who  has  given  the  police  some  little 
trouble  lately  by  refusing  to  leave  the  country 
by  either  the  Empress  packet  or  the  last 
Pacific  mail  boat,  left  Yokohama  on  Tuesday 
morning  by  the  Saikio  Maru  bound,  we  believe, 
for  Shanghai.  He  was  escorted  on  board  by  a 
strong  posse  of  police  in  command  of  Inspector 
Kawada.  A  detective  in  private  clothes  ac- 
companies him. 

THE   RECENT  CHARITY  BALL  IN  TOKYO. 

The  Charity  Ball  recently  organized  in  Tokyo 
realized  a  net  profit  of  1,046.62  yen,  which  has 
been  equally  divided  between  the  two  charities 
concerned.  We  are  asked  by  the  Lady  Patron- 
nesses  and  the  Committee  to  convey  their  warm 
thanks  to  the  Imperial  Railway  Department  for 
the  reduced  price  of  the  special  train  ;  to  the 
Imperial  Household  for  the  band  ;  to  the  Yo- 
kohama press  for  advertising,  and  to  the  public 
— especially  the  residents  of  Yokohama — for 
generous  support.  

INFANTICIDE. 

Towards  the  end  of  last  week  the  bodv  of  a 
well-grown  male  infant,  apparently  about  ten 
months  old,  was  found  near  the  public  landing- 
place  at  Misaki-cho,  Kanda  District,  Tokyo. 
The  child  was  handsomely  dressed,  appeared 
well-cared  for,  and  must  have  made  a  struggle 
for  its  little  life,  for  the  fingers  of  each  tiny  hand 
were  tightly  clenched  and  the  mark  of  a  cord 
plainy  visible  about  its  neck.  The  police  are 
endeavouring  to  trace  the  parents,  believing  it 
to  be  a  case  of  revenge. 

THE   M.M.  STEAMER  "  SAIGON.' 

The  French  mail  boat  Saigon,  wrecked  on  the 
coast  of  Annam,  has  become  a  total  loss.  She 
hangs  at  an  angle  of  45  deg.  by  the  bows,  the 
after  part  of  the  ship  being  under  water.  All 
that  could  be  got  out  of  her  has  been  taken 
ashore,  and  there  is  no  hope  of  floating  her. 
The  Tamise,  a  cargo  boat  of  2,400  tons,  for- 
merly plying  between  London  and  Havre,  has 
been  bought  to  run  between  Saigon  and  Tonkin 
in  place  of  the  wrecked  mail  boat. 

THE  OPPOSITION. 

Representatives  of  the  Six  Sections  of  the 
Opposition  held  a  meeting  yesterday  in  the 
Imperial  Hotel.  Their  proceedings  were  secret, 
but  they  are  said  to  have  decided  to  present 
Addresses  to  the  Throne,  next  session,  about 
the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representative* 
and  about  the  conduct  of  the  Chishima-Ravenna 
case,  as  well  as  to  introduce  a  Representation 
for  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties. 

BAD  ROADS. 

A  correspondent  who  has  been  travelling 
overland  from  Utsunomiya  to  Fukushima, 
writes  that,  the  late  rains  have  made  the  roads 
very  "  heavy,"  and  in  places  almost  impas- 
sable. Moreover  it  has  been  unusualTy  cold  for 
the  time  of  the  year,  with  occasional  snowfalls 
in  the  neighbouring  mountains.  On  the  whole 
the  season  is  late  and  not  much  to  the  liking  of 
agi  iculturists. 

THE   KOREAN   MURDER  AFFAIR. 

The  Kokkai  says  that  Public  Procurator  Naka- 
nokoji  appealed  to  the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal 
on  the  30th  ult.  against  the  decision  of  the 
Preliminary  Judge,  who  released  the  three 
Koreans,  named  Kim  Tai-gen,  Ken  Zai-ju,  and 
Kem  To-ju,  holding  that  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted was  insufficient  to  justify  a  committal. 

COUNT  INOUYE. 

The  Official  Gaxeite  announces  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  illness,  His  Excellency  Count 
Inouye,  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  is 
granted  leave  of  absence,  and  that  his  duties 
will  be  performed,  pro  tern.,  by  Mr.  Yoshikawa, 
Minister  of  State  for  Justice. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 



Idle  rumours  about  changes  in  the  Cabinet  are 
again  beginning  to  be  ventilated  in  the  columns 
of  the  metropolitan  papers.  The  Mainichi 
Shimbun,  for  instance,  would  have  us  believe 
that  the  Ministry  is  on  the  point  of  dissolution. 
According  to  that  journal,  all  the  members  of 
the  Cabinet  are  discontented.  Mr.  Mutsu  is 
absent  from  the  capital,  and  Count  Inouye  is 
again  leaving  it,  while  Counts  Kuroda  and  Saigo 
are  indifferent  about  political  affairs.  As  to 
Count  Ito  himself,  he  loo  is  stated  to  be  in  low 
spirits.  The  Mainichi  believes  that  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Government's  policy  is  now,  prin- 
cipally in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ito  Miyoji,  and 
that  he  is  pursuading  his  chief  and  patron, 
Count  Ito,  to  act  in  utter  disregard  of  the 
Constitution.  In  short,  the  Progressionist  organ 
pretends  to  think  that  the  Minister  President 
has  alienated  the  hearts  of  the  principal  states- 
men of  Sat-Cho  extraction.  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  say  that  our  contemporary's  picture  of  the 
situation  derives  its  colours  from  the  imagina- 
tion of  a  hostile  journalist.  As  to  Count  Ino- 
uye's  indisposition,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
he  is  suffering  from  the  effects  of  over-work. 
His  physician  has  ordered  him  absolute  rest  for 
three  or  four  months,  and  of  course  he  has  no 
choice  but  to  follow  that  advice.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  political  significance  in  his  tem- 
porary absence  from  the  capital.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Mutsu,  he  is  recouping  his  health  after 
a  severe  attack  of  influenza.  Not  the  smallest 
indications  exist  of  his  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  present  turn  of  things.  Counts  Kuroda 
and  Saigo,  so  far  from  being  indifferent  to 
political  matters,  are  most  regular  attendants 
at  the  weekly  Cabinet  Councils  in  the  Palace. 
Count  Yamagata  has  been  included  by  some 
papers  among  the  discontents,  but  we  are  as- 
sured by  the  Nichi  Nichi  that  the  friendship 
between  him  and  Count  Ito  is  as  warm  as  ever. 
He  presides  regularly  over  the  meetings  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  on  such  occasions  never 
fails  to  have  a  friendly  chat  with  the  Premier. 
Count  Ito  himself  is  as  industrious  as  ever  in 
the  discharge  of  the  numerous  duties  of  his  post. 
Altogether  there  is  not  at  present  anything  un- 
certain or  precarious  in  the  Cabinet's  position. 

On  the  other  hand,  things  do  not  seem  to  be 
altogether  smooth  and  satisfactory  among  the 
heterogeneous  sections  of  the  Opposition.  It 
is  said  that  there  is  a  growing  coldness 
between  the  Progressionists  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Kodo  Club.  Similarly  the  Na- 
tional Unionists  are  inclined  to  keep  aloof 
from  the  rest  of  the  allied  factions.  Of  late 
there  have  been  several  meetings  between  the 
delegates  of  the  different  parties,  but  according 
to  trustworthy  authority,  the  meetings  have 
proved  how  slight  are  the  bonds  that  unite 
together  the  motley  group.  Whenever  any  im- 
portant question  was  discussed  on  those  oc- 
casions, it  was  found  that  these  delegates  could 
not  express  their  opinions  without  coming  into 
collision  with  each  other,  and  consequently,  at 
are  cent  convivial  reunion,  no  speech  was  allow- 
ed, lest  some  fatal  conflict  might  arise. 

The  much  talked-of,  grand  meeting  of 
advocates  of  the  so-called  "strong  foreign 
policy"  has  been  fixed  for  the  8th  instant.  It 
was  at  first  proposed  that  the  meeting  should 
take  place  in  the  Kinki-kan,  Kanda,  but  the 
number  of  persons  desiring  to  take  part  in  the 
demonstration  has  increased  so  much  that  it 
has  been  decided  to  hoi d  an  open  air  meeting 
in  the  grounds  of  the  Ek6-in  temple,  Ryogoku, 
the  place  celebrated  as  the  site  of  the  annual 
wrestling  matches.  Of  course  the  meeting  is 
intended  as  a  demonstration  against  "the  weak 
and  conciliatory  foreign  policy"  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Rumour  has  it  that  the  meeting  will  be 
dissolved  by  the  Authorities. 

The  report  that  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  had  re- 
joined the  Radical  party  was  apparently  prema- 
ture. It  is  a  fact  that  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Kwanto  section  of  the  Radicals,  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  amid  the  acclamations  of  all 
present,  that  Mr.  Hoshi  be  advised  to  rejoin  the 
party.  But  he  does  not  seem  to  have  acted 
upon  the  advice  immediately.  Only  a  few  days 


ago,  he  is  said  to  have  applied  for  admission  to 
the  branch  office  of  the  Party  in  his  locality. 
It  is  stated  by  the  Progressionist  papers,  that 
his  re-admission  into  the  Party  is  opposed  by  a 
large  number  of  Radicals,  and  that  even  his 
particular  friends  are  inclined  to  regard  his 
return  at  the  present  juncture  as  likely  to  be 
productive  of  injurious  results.  These  state- 
ments are  not  to  be  accepted  without  much 
query,  but  it  does  appear  beyond  doubt  that 
the  question  of  Mr.  Hoshi's  re-admission  to  the 
Party  is  still  awaiting  final  solution.  The  Jiyu 
Shimbun  preserves  significant  silence  about 
the  whole  affair. 

It  is  reported  that  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Upper  House  will  attend  the 
anti-Government  demonstration  on  the  8th  inst. 
Of  late  there  has  been  much  intercourse  be- 
tween a  section  of  the  Peers  and  the  leaders  of 
the  anti-foreign  movement,  as  for  example, 
Messrs.  Oi  Kentaro,  Komuchi  Tomotsune,  and 
so  forth.  It  must  not  be  inferred  from  this 
circumstance  that  anti-foreign  sentiments  are 
making  headway  among  the  members  of  the 
Upper  House.  The  House  as  a  whole  is  for- 
tunately out  of  reach  of  the  contagion  of  such 
popular  excitement. 


KOREAN  NEWS. 
— — ■ — ♦  — 

Correspondence  from  Soul,  under  date  of 
April  2 1st,  published  in  the  columns  of  Japa- 
nese metropolitan  papers,  and  evidently  furni- 
shed by  the  News  Agency  in  the  Korean 
capital,  contains  a  minute  account  of  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  mutilation  of  Kim 
Ok-kyun's  corpse.  It  is  alleged  that  the  Korean 
Government  was  originally  divided  into  two 
unequal  parties  with  reference  to  the  treatment 
of  the  body,  the  more  powerful,  namely,  the 
Ming  section,  insisting  on  the  infliction  of  the 
most  signal  indignities  to  which  the  remains 
of  a  traitor  could  be  subjected,  while  the  other, 
headed  by  Kim  Koshu,  and  sympathized  with 
by  Mr.  Greathouse  and  the  foreign  employes, 
generally,  strongly  objected  to  such  a  course. 
The  Japanese,  Russian,  and  German  Mini- 
sters individually  advised  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  no  vindictive  measures  towards 
the  corpse  of  the  unfortunate  refugee,  and  the 
Ministers  of  England,  the  United  States,  Ger- 
many, and  Russia  happening  to  meet  at  the 
Japanese  Legation  on  the  14th  April,  Mr.  Otori, 
who  feared  that  the  advice  of  the  Russian  and 
German  Representatives,  tendered  separately 
might  prove  ineffectual,  consulted  his  four  col- 
leagues and  induced  them  to  authorize  him  to 
make  a  joint  representation  to  the  Korean  Go- 
vernment. On  the  following  morning,  he  called 
at  the  Cabinet  Office  and  submitted  a  joint  note 
deprecating  the  proposed  measures  of  ven- 
geance, in  the  names  of  all  the  foreign  Repre- 
sentatives in  Soul.  But  it  was  too  late:  the 
mutilation  of  the  corpse  had  been  effected  the 
preceding  evening,  and  even  when  Mr.  Otori  pre- 
sented the  note,  the  Korean  Government  is  said 
to  have  told  him  nothing  about  the  steps  taken. 

As  to  the  manner  of  mutilation  :  the  corpse 
was  laid  flat  on  the  ground,  face  downwards, 
the  head  and  the  four  limbs  being  supported 
on  blocks  of  wood  to  facililate  the  process 
of  cutting  them  off.  The  head  was  first  severed 
from  the  trunk  by  the  tedious  process  of  sawing. 
The  right  hand  was  then  cut  off  at  the  wrist, 
while  the  left  arm  was  severed  midway  between 
the  wrist  and  the  elbow.  The  feet  were  chopped 
off  at  the  ankles.  Last  of  all,  the  back  of  the 
.trunk  was  hacked  at  regular  intervals  with 
three  lateral  cuts  7  inches  long  and  1  inch  deep. 
The  head  was  suspended  from  a  tripod  made  of 
old  bamboo  sticks  tied  together  with  rough 
straw  ropes,  and  the  hands  and  feet,  joined  in 
a  bundle,  were  hung  by  the  side  of  the  head,  the 
trunk  with  the  three  lateral  cuts  being  left  on  the 
ground  just  as  it  had  been  placed  for  mutila- 
tion. The  process  was  carried  out  in  a  barley 
field  by  the  river  side  at  Yokkaichi. 

Originally  it  was  understood  that  the  mutilated 
corpse  would  be  exposed  for  a  space  of  about 
a  fortnight,  but  the  disgusting  business  came  to 
an  end  on  the  1  Oth.    The  trunk  and  was  then 
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thrown  into  the  river,  while  ihe  bead  was  sailed 
and  sent  lo  Chiku-san  in  Keiki-tlo.  Alter  ex- 
posure of  the  latter  place,  it  was  despatched 
throughout  ihe  length  and  breadth  of  the  penin- 
sula, to  he  finally  brought  back  to  Chiku-san 
and  there  cast  away  in  the  wilderness  to  become 
the  prey  of  vultures.  As  to  the  hands  and  feet, 
it  is  stated  that  one  hand  and  foot  of  either  side 
were  salted  and  sent  to  Kankyo  and  Keisho-do. 

With  regard  to  Hong  Tjyong-ou,  the  assassin, 
he  is  said  to  be  still  staying  at  the  house  of  his 
patron  Cho.  He  has  not  yet  been  received  in 
audience  by  the  King  because,  forsooth,  having 
made  the  voyage  to  Korea  in  the  company  of  a 
dead  body,  his  person  must  undergo  certain 
rites  of  purification  before  he  appears  in  the 
Royal  presence.  But  it  is  confidently  slated 
that  his  attendance  at  the  Palace  will  be  ordered 
by  the  King  so  soon  as  the  question  of  his 
official  appointment  shall  have  been  settled. 
At  first  rumour  alleged  that  he  would  be  named 
commander  of  an  army  corps,  but  the  most 
recent  opinion  is  that  he  will  not  be  rewarded 
with  so  high  an  appointment.  There  seems, 
however,  to  be  no  question  about  recognizing 
his  services  by  some  official  distinction.  For 
the  moment  he  is  said  to  be  the  most  popular 
man  in  Soul.  From  morning  to  night  he  is 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  visitors,  high  and 
low.  But  in  the  midst  of  this  apparent  pro- 
sperity, Hong  does  not  seem  to  be  happy 
or  at  ease.  He  is  undergoing  an  experience 
not  uncommon  with  assassins  in  the  West, 
though  somewhat  unexpected  in  the  case  of  a 
Korean  :  the  recollection  of  his  victim  in  the 
last  agonies  of  death  is  said  to  haunt  him  per- 
petually. He  cannot  endure  solitude  for  a 
moment,  and  is  obliged  always  to  have  two  or 
three  persons  sleeping  in  his  room  at  night.  A 
few  days  before  the  date  of  the  correspondence 
from  which  we  are  quoting,  Hong  is  said  to 
have  been  visited  by  a  son  (aged  22)  of  Ken 
Togu,  one  of  the  accomplices  in  the  plot  of  as- 
sassination who  are  now  in  prison  in  Tokyo. 
Hong  gave  him  ten  yen  and  bade  him  be  easy 
about  his  father. 

The  father  of  Kim  Taigen,  a  Korean  youth 
who  betrayed  the  plot  of  assassination  to  Mr. 
Boku  in  Tokyo,  is  said  to  have  fallen  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  Korean  Government.  Im- 
mediately after  the  return  of  Mr.  Yu,  the  late 
Korean  Charge  d'Affaires  in  Japan,  whose 
sudden  departure  from  Tokyo  evoked  so  much 
comment,  the  old  man  was  arrested,  and  is  now 
undergoing  severe  examination  with  torture. 
Mr.  Yu  himself  is  in  a  scarcely  belter  plight : 
he  too  is  reported  to  be  the  subject  of  official 
examination  on  a  charge  the  nature  of  which 
has  not  yet  transpired.  But  it  is  not  supposed 
that  his  alleged  offence  has  any  connection  with 
his  conduct  in  leaving  his  post  in  Tokyo. 

The  Chdhd  (Korean  Official  Gazetle)  of  April 
14th  contains  an  extraordinary  document.  Il 
is  a  memorial  submitted  to  the  King  by  the 
President  of  the  Shikan-in  (a  sort  of  Privy 
Council)  advising  His  Majesty  to  take  speedy 
steps  to  mete  out  punishment  to  the  surviving 
traitors  of  1884.  What  is  more  remarkable  is 
that  the  document  is  followed  by  an  answer  in 
which  the  advice  is  approved  by  ihe  King.  This 
probably  means  a  fresh  batch  of  ruthless  exe- 
cutions. Korea  will  pay  dearly  for  her  barbarity 
one  day  or  another. 


THE  PRISONERS  IN  THE  KOREAN 
ASSASSINATION  CASE. 


The  general  results  of  the  preliminary  ex- 
amination of  the  prisoners  in  the  Korean  As- 
sassination case  have  already  been  reported  in 
these  columns.  From  documents  since  pub- 
lished, we  take  the  following  particulars  : — 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  of  1892 
that  Li  Isshoku,  the  ringleader  of  the  mur- 
derous gang,  repaired  to  Japan  with  the  inten- 
tion of  securing  the  persons  of  BokuEiko,  Kim 
Ok-kyrln,  and  four  other  refugees  in  this  coun- 
try, and  of  shipping  them  home  to  Korea 
either  alive  or  dead.  From  the  moment  of  his 
arrival  in  Japan,  he  endeavoured  by  various 
means  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  intended 


victims  of  his  plot,  especially  Kim  and  Boku. 
While  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  carry 
out  his  scheme,  he  obtained  two  accom- 
plices in  November,  1893  ;  namely,  Hong 
Tjyong-ou  and  Kawakubo  Tsunekichi,  of  whom 
the  former  had  just  returned  from  France 
and  the  latter  from  Korea.  To  them  he 
pretended  that  he  had  obtained  the  Korean 
King's  authorization,  through  Ming  Eisho, 
Minister  of  War.  Thenceforth  these  two 
men  continued  actually  in  the  pay  of  Li  Is- 
shoku. It  was  Li's  original  intention  to  bring 
Kim  and  Boku  together,  and  seize  them  simul- 
taneously. But  the  two  refugees  not  being  on 
good  terms  with  each  other,  seldom  met,  and 
consequently  Li  determined  to  induce  Kim  to 
pay  a  visit  to  China  where  he  might  be  secured 
or  dispatched  with  greater  ease. 

It  was  in  February  last,  that  Li  broached  the 
subject  of  Chinese  journey  to  Kim,  represent- 
ing to  him  the  advantage  of  paying  a  visit  to 
the  Viceroy  Li  and  his  adopted  son  Lord  Li. 
At  the  same  time  Kawakubo,  acting  under  the 
direction  of  the  chief  conspirator,  successfully 
prevailed  upon  Kim  to  take  Hong  as  his  com- 
panion in  the  intended  voyage  to  China.  On 
the  eve  of  departure  for  Shanghai,  Li  Isshoku 
gave  instructions  to  Hong,  that  the  latter  should 
shoot  Kim  on  the  way  from  the  wharf  to  the 
Japanese  hotel  at  Shanghai,  if  Kim  landed 
there  at  night;  but  that,  if  the  landing  were  in 
the  day-time,  the  deed  should  be  done  at  the 
hotel.  Hong  was  further  instructed  that,  in  case 
the  assassination  should  have  to  be  committed 
in  a  third  storey,  a  pistol  might  be  used,  but 
that  in  lower  floors,  a  sword  should  be  em- 
ployed. In  either  event,  he  was  to  cut  off 
the  head  and  limbs  and  carry  them  back  to 
Korea.  Only  on  the  event  of  extreme  danger 
was  he  to  leave  these  trophies  of  his  deed  be- 
hind him.  We  need  not  speak  of  the  manner 
in  which  these  instructions  were  carried  out. 

The  other  refugees  were  to  be  either  killed  or 
secured  alive  in  Tokyo.  The  carrying  out  of 
this  part  of  the  plot  fell  to  Li  Isshoku  himself, 
assisted  by  Ken  Toju  and  Ken  Zaiju.  When 
and  how  the  two  last  were  admitted  into  the 
secret,  the  documents  before  us  do  not  mention. 

On  March  25th,  two  days  after  Kim's  depar- 
ture from  Kobe  on  his  fatal  voyage,  Li  and  the 
two  Kens  came  to  Tokyo,  after  having  assumed 
the  garments  of  ordinary  Japanese.  They  put  up 
at  the  Unrai-kan,  Sakurada-Hongo  Cho,  Shiba. 
After  consulting  with  Kawakubo  and  Kim  Tai- 
gen, another  fellow-conspirator  who  had  been 
placed  in  the  Korean  school  at  Bancho  in  order 
to  watch  the  movement  of  the  refugees,  Li  decid- 
ed on  some  pretence  to  invite  the  intended 
victims  to  his  lodging  where,  in  a  room  destined 
for  carrying  out  the  murder  or  capture,  the  floor 
was  spread  with  several  layers  of  blankets  in  order 
to  prevent  any  staining  of  the  mats  with  blood. 
Chinese  trunks  large  enough  to  hold  human 
bodies  were  purchased,  and  pistols  and  swerds 
in  sufficient  number  were  also  provided. 

Everything  being  ready  for  the  perpetration 
of  the  deed,  Li  paid  several  visits  to  Boku's  re- 
sidence, purposely  in  the  latter's  absence,  each 
time  bringing  presents  of  wine  and  beef.  The 
expectation  was  that  Boku  would  return  the 
civility  in  person.  But  as  Boku  did  not  come, 
Li  and  Kawakubo  one  day  went  together  to  his 
lodging  in  Tsukiji,  to  invite  him  to  repair  to 
their  house  and  partake  of  a  Japanese  dinner. 
They  met  him  on  the  way  and  delivered  their 
message,  but  were  requested  by  him*  to  meet 
him  at  the  Korean  School,  the  Shinrin-Gijuku. 
Li  Isshoku  and  Kan  Toju  then  went  there,  but 
Boku  having  not  yet  come,  they  did  not  wait  for 
him  but  merely  left  cards.  Soon  afterwards, 
Li  received  a  message  from  Boku  request- 
ing him  at  once  to  come  to  the  school,  as 
Boku  intended  soon  to  start  on  a  journey. 
But  Li  seems  to  have  suspected  something,  for 
he  excused  himself.  This  was  on  the  27th  of 
March.  On  the  following  day  Kim's  murder 
was  to  take  place  at  Shanghai.  It  being  now 
impossible  to  defer  the  action  any  longer,  Li 
Isshoku  decided  to  adopt  a  desperate  course. 
On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  he  went  alone  to 
the  Korean  school,  though  aware  that  the  plot 
had  been  discovered  by  Boku.    Before  going 


thither,  he  assembled  the  two  Kens  and  Kawa- 
kubo, and  acquainting  ihem  with  his  intention, 
told  the  Kens  to  follow  him  a  short  time  after- 
wards. He  was  sure  to  be  seized  and  tor- 
tured at  the  school,  and  while  the  refugees  were 
assembled  in  one  room  around  him,  the  Kens 
were  to  rush  in  and  despatch  all  of  them, 
with  either  pistols  of  swords.  Kawakubo  was  to 
guide  the  Kens  to  the  Korean  school.  Having 
made  these  arrangements,  Li  Isshoku  first  went 
to  Boku's  lodging,  and  after  ascertaining  that 
the  latter  was  at  the  Shinrin  Gijuku,  proceeded 
to  that  school.  As  soon  as  he  went  upstairs, 
he  was  seized,  bound  with  hempen  cords,  and 
subjected  to  torture  which  he  patiently  endured 
expecting  at  every  moment  the  arrival  of  his 
accomplices.  But  the  two  Kens,  after  the  de- 
parture of  their  chief,  were  seized  with  terror 
at  the  desperate  and  dangerous  game  they  had 
promised  to  play,  and,  although  armed,  they 
did  not  stir  abroad.  As  to  Li  Isshoku,  he  was 
beaten  on  the  face  with  iron  tongs,  receiving 
slight  injuries.  He  confessed  part  of  the  plan, 
but  as  he  was  evidently  concealing  the  more 
important  facts,  he  was  detained  in  one  of  the 
rooms.  Meanwhile,  Boku  having  found  the 
alleged  Royal  commissions  in  the  trunk  of  Li, 
took  the  documents  to  Mr.  Shiba  Shiro  and 
asked  him  to  investigate  whether  Li's  confes- 
sions were  true  or  not.  Li  was  conducted  to 
the  police  station  on  the  afternoon  of  the  follow- 
ing day. 

The  public  trial  of  the  prisoners,  which  will 
take  place  before  long,  is  looked  forward  to  with 
keen  interest.  It  is  contended  by  some  Japan- 
ese papers  that  in  case  the  guilt  of  the  Kens  be 
established,  the  surrender  of  Hong  should  be 
demanded  of  the  Korean  Government  on  the 
same  charge  of  having  been  an  accomplice  in 
an  attempted  murder. 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 
 *>  

Dr.  Forke,  the  new  German  Assessor,  took 
his  seat  in  the  Shanghai  Mixed  Court  on  Satur- 
day, April  21st,  for  the  first  time. 

General  Sir  George  Balfour,  fifty  years  ago 
British  Consul  at  Shanghai,  died  in  London  on 
the  12th  of  March  last,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

Great  presence  of  mind  was  displayed  at 
the  Shanghai  Lyceum  Theatre  on  Saturday 
night  week  by  Mrs.  Brian  and  Mr.  Mallett  of 
the  London  Lyric  Company.  While  the  dia- 
logue was  proceeding  between  them  in  the  first 
act  of  In  Town,  the  fire  in  the  fireplace  on  the 
scene  blazed  up  and  seriously  threatened  the 
stage.  Mrs.  Brian  and  Mr.  Mallett  pluckily 
pulled  the  burning  material  out  of  the  fireplace 
and  trampled  out  the  flames,  and  their  readi- 
ness was  recognised  by  the  audience  with  a 
hearty  round  of  applause. 

The  new  Chinese  Cotton  Cloth  Mills  at 
Shanghai  are  so  far  advanced  towards  comple- 
tion that  one-half  of  the  buildings  will  be  ready 
in  a  week.  The  Ulysses  has  arrived  atWoosung 
with  six  hundred  cases  of  spindles  and  the 
Palamed  has  five  hundred  more. 

A  curious  ceremony  recently  took  place  at  the 
Shanghai  magistrate's  yamen.  This  was  the 
taking  of  the  description  of  three  criminals  who 
should  have  been  decapitated  for  robbing  a 
post-boat  last  year,  but  who,  owing  to  this  being 
the  "  year  of  grace"  have  had  their  sentences 
commuted  to  banishment.  A  native  phrenolo- 
gist measured  the  heads  and  features  of  the 
crimials  ;  their  height  and  the  length  of  their 
pedal  extremities  also  were  recorded.  They 
were  then  branded  on  both  cheeks  with  charac- 
ters signifying  their  sentences,  and  returned  to 
prison  preparatory  to  being  despatched  to  their 
various  places  of  banishment,  viz.,  Fukien, 
Szechuan,  and  Kansu. 

In  the  Danish  Consular  Court,  Shanghai,  be- 
fore Mr.  Consul  Bock  and  two  Associates, 
judgment  was  delivered  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
of  China,  Japan  and  the  Straits,  Limited,  v 
L.  Andersen,  defendant.  M.  J.  C.  Hanson 
(Messrs.  Dowdall  and  Hanson)  conducted  the 
case  for  the  plaintiff  company  which  was  a  claim 
for  ^300  representing  calls  of  10s.  per  share  on 
600  shares  registered  in  the  name  of  the  de- 
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fendant,  and  for  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  amount  of  the  unpaid 
calls.  The  Court  gave  judgment  for  ^300, 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  E.  L.  B.  Allen,  who  has  been  acting 
British  Consul  at  Wuhu  and  is  now  in  Shang- 
hai, has  been  ordered  by  wire  to  take  up  the 
Vice-Consulate  at  Pagoda  Anchorage,  replacing 
Mr.  Octavius  Johnson,  who,  it  is  understood, 
goes  to  Hoihow  to  replace  Mr.  E.  H.  Parker, 
who  is  shortly  going  home  on  leave.  Mr.  H. 
F.  King  is  in  temporary  charge  at  Wuhu,  pend-. 
ing  Mr.  Hosie's  arrival. 

The  Viceroy  Li  intends  to  make  his  tour  of 
inspection  early  in  this  month,  in  the  S.S.  Haean, 
which  has  just  been  fitted  with  electric  lights 
for  the  purpose.  A  Chinese  magnate  who  re- 
quires electric  lights  in  the  ship  he  travels  in 
seems  an  incongruity. 

The  report  of  the  Shanghai  House  Bazaar 
Company,  recommending  a  final  dividend  of 
4  per  cent.,  making  7  per  cent,  for  the  year, 
was  adopted  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  Company,  held  on  the  23rd  of  April. 

Mr.  Detring,  Commissioner  of  Customs  at 
Tientsin,  is  to  accompany  the  Viceroy  Li  on 
his  review  of  the  military  camp  and  the  troops, 
the  Taku  Forts,  Port  Arthur,  and  Shanhaikuan. 

Nanking  has  been  placarded  with  intimations 
that  "  the  true  Northern  Emperor,"  is  coming, 
commissioned  of  heaven  to  re-establish  the  Ming 
Dynasty.  The  placards  warn  the  people,  under 
penalty  of  death,  not  to  help  the  present  Em- 
peror, who  is  a  usurper. 

The  poppy  has  been  cultivated  on  an  un- 
precedented scale  in  Shensi,  partly  owing  to 
the  people's  want  of  seed  grain,  and  partly  be- 
cause of  their  desire  to  recoup  by  a  profitable 
opium  crop  the  losses  caused  by  two  successive 
years  of  bad  grain  produce.  The  Government 
no  longer  prohibits  the  growing  of  the  poppy, 
but  is  content  to  impose  a  higher  tax  on  opium, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  no  concealment  is 
attempted  by  the  cultivators.  Formerly  the 
poppy  was  grown  only  in  places  out  of  sight  of 
the  high  road,  but  now  its  flowers  are  conspi- 
cuous everywhere. 

Wolves  in  China  often  commit  terrible  de- 
predations, carrying  off  children  and  domestic 
animals.  But  they  have  their  uses  loo.  A 
correspondent  of  the  North  China  Daily  News 
says: — "  There  is  a  peculiar  superstition  that  a 
child  who  finds  its  way  into  the  entrails  of  a 
wolf — in  the  transmigration  of  souls — resusci- 
tates an  infant.  With  this  end  in  view  dead 
children  are  in  the  north  of  the  province  ex- 
posed on  the  tops  and  sides  of  mountains  and 
liere  in  the  plain  covered  over  with  a  few  inches 
of  earth.  It  is  a  convenient  way  also  of  dis- 
posing of  heggars  and  outcasts.  Along  town 
and  village  ditches  the  heaving  earth  denotes 
where  some  penniless  wretch  has  found  a 
temporary  resting  place.  The  next  day  a  few 
torn  rags  and  a  long  black  pigtail  attached  to  a 
rough  scalp  is  all  the  monument  this  departed 
celestial  has  left  behind." 

A  meeting  was  held  recently  in  Yunnan 
Road,  Shanghai,  to  protest  against  the  practice 
of  foot-binding  in  China.  A  notion  prevails 
among  many  people  that  the  process  is  not 
really  painful,  since,  at  the  time  when  the  liga- 
tures are  applied,  the  bones  of  the  foot  are  so 
soft  as  to  be  easily  compressed.  This  monstrous 
fallacy  was  effectually  dispelled  by  the  Chinese 
speakers  at  the  meeting,  who  explained,  from 
their  own  experience  and  by  the  reference  to 
the  experience  of  friends,  how  excruciating  is 
the  pain,  and  how  long  it  endures.  There  is 
little  hope  that  any  reform  can  be  effected,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  among  the  native  Christians. 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  issued,  at  the  end 
of  April,  excursion  tickets  from  Shanghai  to 
Nagasaki  and  back  for  $20. 

A  case  is  related  of  a  Chinese  youth  who, 
after  several  years'  sojourn  in  America,  came 
back  to  China  and  unwittingly  married  the 
daughter  of  his  own  mother,  who  had  married 
a  second  husband  during  her  son's  absence. 
When  the  relationship  was  discovered,  it  was 
considered  particularly  lucky ! 

A  significant  note  in  the  Foochow  Echo  says 
that  while  the  appreciation  of  gold  has  neces- 


sitated a  rise  in  the  prices  of  goods  imported 
from  the  West,  Japanese  matches,  unaffected 
by  exchange,  were  never  so  cheap  as  they  are 
at  present. 

It  was  expected  that  Madame  Minnie  Hauk, 
the  well  known  American  prima  donna,  would 
arrive  in  Shanghai  during  the  first  week  in  May 
en  route  for  Japan.  Madame  Hauk  has 
recently  been  in  Singapore  where  she  at- 
tracted much  attention,  and  was  decorated  by 
the  Sultan  of  Johore  with  the  Order  of  the  Crown. 

There  has  been  a  sudden  and  disastrous 
freshet  in  the  Han  river.  Owing  to  heavy  rains 
in  the  Honan  Province  the  river  rose  rapidly, 
and  as  the  Yangtze,  into  which  it  flows,  was  at  a 
low  level,  the  water  swept  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Han  in  a  cataract.,  that  carried  away  300 
lives  and  involved  the  death  of  900  persons, 
according  to  Chinese  estimates. 

In  answer  to  the  protest  of  the  Shanghai 
Chamber  of  Commerce  against  the  Chinese 
Government's  embargo  on  the  importation  of 
machinery,  the  Russian  Representative,  as 
Doyen  of  the  Corps  Diplomatique  in  Peking, 
writes  thus  : — 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  differ- 
ent occasions  the  Diplomatic  Body  lias,  by  the 
intermediary  of  its  Doyen,  the  Hon.  Col.  Denby, 
Minister  of  the  United  States,  piotested  against 
the  view  taken  by  the  Chinese  Government,  which 
is  absolutely  contrary  to  the  existing  treaties,  and 
that  as  soon  as  I  was  made  aware  of  the  notification 
of  the  Impei  ial  Chinese  Customs,  posted  in  the 
Customs'  office  and  which  appeared  in  the  North 
China  Daily  News,  1,  in  the  name  of  all  my 
colleagues  and  in  my  quality  of  Doyen  of  the 
Diplomatic  Body,  again  once  more  energetically 
renewed  this  protest  against  a  measure  which  at- 
tacks the  existing  treaties,  and  .1  declared,  as 
H.E.  Col.  Denby  had  already  done,  that  the  Di- 
plomatic Body  would  hold  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage  occasioned 
to  the  meichants  interested. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  Sherdian  Consolidated  Mining 
and  Milling  Company  was  held  in  Shanghai  on 
the  26th  of  April,  but  a  postponement  of  the 
final  proceedings  took  place  until  the  21st  in- 
stant in  order  to  allow  time  for  the  preparation 
and  circulation  of  the  report  and  accounts  sent 
in  by  the  Smuggler  Union  Mining  Company. 
The  Chairman  intimated,  however,  that  the 
Smuggler  Company  had  expended  on  the  Sheri- 
dan's account  $48,000  and  given  credit  for 
royalties  amounting  to  $14,600,  so  that  the 
amount  due  to  the  Smuggler  Company  is 
$34,000,  approximately. 


HONGKONG  NEWS. 
 ■+  

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  for  1893,  accord- 
ing to  a  statement  published  in  the  Government 
Gazette,  shows  a  cjecrease  of  $158,798  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  previous  year. 

At  Singapore  the  other  day  a  Chinaman,  be- 
lieved to  be  insane,  perched  himself  in  one  of 
the  trees  in  the  Square.  It  took  the  police 
several  hours  to  get  him  down,  a  European  con- 
stable, two  Sikhs,  and  a  Malay  being  engaged 
in  the  operation.  He  was  then  conveyed  to 
the  police  station. 

The  pirates  on  the  border  between  Tonkin  and 
Yunnan,  including  the  remnants  of  the  Black 
Flags,  are  being  attacked  simultaneously  by  a 
French  column  on  the  Tonkin  side  and  by  a 
force  of  6,000  Chinese  regulars  on  the  Yunnan 
side,  and  it  is  expected  the  operations  will  re- 
sult in  the  total  destruction  of  the  bands. 

The  two  bar-boys  of  the  Hongkong  Hotel 
supposed  to  be  implicated  in  the  death  of  Cor- 
poral Jinks  were  committed  for  trial  and  tried 
on  the  19th  ult.  A  verdict  of  "not  guilty" 
was  pronounced. 

The  Mount  Austin  Hotel  has  been  bought  by 
Mr.  J.  D.  Humphreys  at  $130,050  for  the  Hotel 
and  $17,000  for  the  furniture  and  fittings. 

Hi  E.  the  Hon.  G.  T.  M.  O'Brien,  Acting 
Governor,  was  to  leave  Hongkong  in  the  N.D.L. 
steamer  Sachsen  on  the  30th  ult.  He  will  pro- 
ceed to  Carlsbad  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

A  lukong  who  entered  a  gambling  house  in 
Tung  Man  Lane,  Hongkong,  without  a  warrant 
but  ostensibly  to  arrest  a  party  of  gamblers, 


has  since  been  charged  with  violation  of 
his  duty  as  a  policeman  by  so  doing.  When 
the  constable  entered  the  room  the  gamblers 
made  a  rush  to  the  window  and  a  coolie 
sitting  on  the  sill  was  knocked  over  and 
killed  by  falling  into  the  street.  Inspector 
Hennessy,  in  prosecuting  the  case,  asked  the 
magistrate  to  impose  the  full  penalty  as  the 
offence  was  regarded  as  very  serious,  especially 
as  in  consequence  a  man  was  killed.  Mr. 
Dennys,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant,  sub- 
milled  that  the  death  of  the  man  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  lukong,  and  that  it  was  not  a 
case  for  a  heavy  fine.  A  penalty  of  $200,  or 
in  default  six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  was  imposed. 

Snobbishness  seems  to  be  rampant  in  the 
Victoria  Recreation  Club,  but  things  are  ap- 
parently approaching  a  crisis.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  some  time  ago  a  number  of 
highly  respectable  candidates  were  blackballed 
on  the  ballot,  and  in  consequence  new  ballot- 
ing rules  were  passed  and  a  Balloting  Com- 
mittee appointed.  A  day  or  two  ago  anow  com- 
missionel  officer  of  the  garrison,  very  well-known 
and  a  valued  contributor  to  many  V.  R.  C.  smok- 
ing concerts,  was  proposed  for  membership  and 
seconded  by  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Stewart  Lock- 
hart,  the  Chairman  of  the  Club.  On  the  night 
of  the  ballot  a  certain  section  of  the  Balloting 
Committee  turned  up  in  force  and  blackballed 
the  nomination.  On  hearing  that,  the  Chairman, 
who  for  twelve  years  has  been  the  most  energetic 
and  popularamong  its  members,  not  unnaturally 
tendered  his  resignation,  and  two  or  three  other 
Committeemen  followed  his  example.  Doubt- 
less a  general  meeting  to  consider  the  matter 
will  be  held. 

Telegraphic  intelligence  has  been  received  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Ninian  Crawford,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Lane,  Craw- 
ford &  Co.,  of  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  and  Yo- 
kohama. Mr.  Crawford  retired  nearly  thirty 
years  ago. 

One  would  hardly  expect  to  find  a  coffee 
plantation  managed  by  Englishmen  in  Chinese 
territory.  A  French  sergeant  passing  through 
Hanoi,  however,  on  his  return  from  a  frontier 
post,  states  that  he  visited  Tu-long  which  was 
ceded  to  China  on  the  delimitation  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  he  was  struck  with  astonishment  to 
see  a  magnificent  coffee  plantation  on  which 
many  Chinese  were  employed  and  which  was 
managed  by  Englishmen.  The  Avenir  gives 
publicity  to  the  statement  and  invites  confirma- 
tion or  denial  from  any  one  in  a  position  to  give 
either. 

A  most  interesting  and  sporting  event  took 
place  at  Hongkong  on  the  19th  ult.,  the  affair 
being  a  match  between  boats  owned  by  the 
Army  and  Navy.  The  sailors  were  ultimately 
victorious  by  the  narrow  margin  of  16  seconds, 
so  that  the  soldiers  may  consider  themselves, 
although  beaten,  yet  by  no  means  disgraced. 
The  conditions  were  to  rate  all  boats  for  length 
over  all  and  to  allow  them  to  carry  any  sail 
they  pleased.  This  rather  handicapped  the 
soldiers'  boats,  which  were  designed  to  cheat 
the  rating  rule  for  length  on  the  load  water  line, 
Petrel  and  Dart  in  particular  finding  their 
long  overhang  fore  and  aft  by  no  means  a  thing 
to  be  desired  under  this  rule.  The  entries, 
numbering  in  all  fourteen,  included  five  boats 
from  H.M.S.  Severn,  five  from  the  Army, 
and  the  remainder  made  up  from  the  other 
ships  in  harbour.  The  Severn's  launch,  a 
veritable  Triton  amongst  minnows  to  unac- 
customed eyes,  starting  from  scratch,  succeed- 
ed in  saving  the  times  she  had  to  allow  the 
remainder,  and  there  was  great  cheering  from 
the  deck  of  H.M.S.  Severn  when  the  result 
became  known.  Dart  turned  out  to  be  the 
soldiers'  champion,  but  just  failed  to  save  her 
lime  by  16  seconds. 

It  has  been  notified  in  the  Hongkong  Gazette 
that  the  central  fairway  will  be  moved  about  800 
feet  to  the  northward.  The  line  of  the  fairway 
will  continue  to  be  marked  as  hitherto. 

Says  the  Siam  Free  Press: — We  deeply  re- 
gret to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Niven, 
late  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking 
Corporation,  Bangkok.  Mr.  Niven  arrived  here 
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in  December,  iSi)3,  glowing  with  health  and 
spiiits  and  a  fine  sample  of  a  stalwart  young 
Britisher,  Me  made  Friends  fast  in  Bangkok, 
and  was  distinguished  for  a  genial  and  friendly 
demeanour  which  made  him  very  popular.  An 
attack  of  inflammation  oi  the  lungs  some  three 
months  ago  so  seriously  impaired  his  health 
that  lie  was  ordered  to  Hongkong  and  left 
on  March  iothin  a  very  weak  condition  though 
cheerful  and  full  of  hope  as  to  his  immediate 
recovery  in  Hongkong.  His  hopes  were  not 
realized,  and  despite  every  attention  he  suc- 
cumbed on  April  10th  at  the  Peak  Hospital, 
Hongkong.  Mr.  Niven  was  a  native  of  Aber- 
deen, and  only  twenty-five  years  of  age. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 

 ♦  

Sir  Charles  Dilke  has  raised  again  the  old 
question  of  the  necessity  for  a  closer  relation 
between  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  In  a  speech 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  laid 
down  the  principle  that  England  is  essentially  a 
defensive  country,  but  that  if  she  were  ever 
drawn  into  a  war,  she  would  have  to  follow  the 
ordinary  rules  of  war  and  deliver  counter  attacks 
upon  the  enemy.  In  such  counter  attacks  the 
Navy  would  be  the  chief  weapon,  but  the  Army 
also  would  have  to  serve  as  a  weapon  of  parry 
and  riposte,  not  as  a  mere  shield.  He  did 
not  think  that  this  view  was  practically  taken  by 
the  administrators  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  "  No 
public  company  or  private  firm  could  afford  to 
carry  on  business  on  a  basis  "  such  as  that  taken 
in  managing  the  British  Army.  The  Empire's 
military  expenditure  for  Army  and  Navy  varied 
between  53  and  58  millions  sterling  annually, 
and  for  that  immense  expenditure  they  had  a 
small  but  good  army  in  India,  but  in  the  United 
Kingdom  an  army  upon  which  enormous  work 
would  have  to  be  done  before  it  could  be  formed 
into  a  homogeneous  fighting  machine—"  an 
altogether  intangible  force  arrived  at  on  paper 
by  adding  together  items  various  in  their  cha- 
racter, but*  not  in  any  sense  an  army  compar- 
able with  the  army  of  any  foreign  Power."  Sir 
Charles's  proposed  remedy  was  that  there  should 
be  a  Minister  10  represent  both  the  Army  and  the 
Navy  and  that  he  should  have  special  responsi- 
bilities with  regard  to  those  two  services  in  the 
House.  But  he  was  contented  with  raising  a 
debate,  and  did  not  press  the  question  to  a 
division. 

Despite  the  unfavourable  predictions  uttered 
at  the  time  of  their  formation  as  well  as  during 
many  subsequent  years,  the  Volunteers  continue 
to  maintain  their  efficiency.  The  number  who 
received  allowances  for  attending  brigade  camps 
in  1893  was  68,562  against  45,71 2  in  1892. 

The  British  Museum  is  already  a  little  world 
in  itself.  Those  who  know  it  well  say  that  a 
lifetime  would  be  required  to  study  its  contents. 
The  museum  now  covers  an  area  of  nine  acres 
and  it  is  proposed  to  add  about  five  and  a  half 
acres  of  adjoining  land,  so  that  the  institution 
will  extend  from  Russell-square  on  the  east  to 
Bedford-square  on  the  west  and  from  Montague- 
place  on  the  north  to  Great  Russell-street  on  the 
south.  The  Duke  of  Bedford,  owner  of  the  land 
which  it  is  proposed  to  add,  has  shown  great 
liberality  :  he  has  agreed  to  hand  over  the  five  and 
a  half  acres  for  ^200,000,  although  the  estimated 
value  of  the  land  twenty-three  years  ago  was 
^240,000  and  is  now  probably  ^"400, 000.  No 
wonder  that  the  Museum  wants  room  when  we 
consider  that  the  annual  addition  to  the  collection 
of  printed  books  averages  40,000  and  the  growth 
of  the  library  does  not  greatly  exceed  the  growth 
of  all  the  other  Departments.  "Perhaps  a 
century  hence  it  will  be  noted  with  amazement 
that  in  1894  it  was  supposed  that  a  large  part  of 
the  treasures  of  the  world  could  be  stored  in 
the  space  of  14  acres." 

The  result  of  the  Tebele  war  (the  home  papers 
persist  in  the  mistake  of  calling  it  "  the  Mata- 
bele  ")  is  that  Matabeleland  and  Mashonaland 
are  to  be  converted  into  a  territory  on  the  basis 
of  a  British  Crown  Colony,  its  affairs  directed 
by  an  Administrator  in  Council,  the  Council 
consisting  of  three  nominated  members  and  a 
Judge  nominated  by  the  Company,  but  ap- 
pointed with  the  assent  of  the  Secretary  of 


Slate  and  ii  removable  except  by  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  himself.  There  are  also  to  be  Magis- 
trates holding  their  appointments  directly  under 
the  Imperial  Government,  The  whole  expenses 
of  the  Administration  are  to  be  borne  by  the 
Hritish  South  Africa  Company.  This  means 
that  a  tract  of  about  half  a  million  of  square 
miles,  throughout  a  large  portion  of  which 
Englishmen  can  live  and  rear  their  families  in 
perfect  health,  has  been  opened  as  a  field  of 
national  industry.  The  Times,  writing  upon  this 
result,  says  with  pardonable  pride: — "From 
the  original  conception  of  the  project  in  the 
mind  of  a  man  so  young  as  Mr.  Rhodes  was 
ten  years  ago,  to  the  heroic  impulse  which 
moved  Major  Wilson's  party  to  meet  their  in- 
evitable death,  singing  with  bared  heads  'God 
Save  the  Queen,'  the  spirit  which  has  animated 
them  has  been  that  which  the  majority  of  the 
nation  is  proud  to  claim  as  British." 

Even  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  seems 
to  have  been  brought  within  the  range  of 
boycotting.  Lord  Houghton  is  a  man  of 
proved  munificence  and  hospitality,  and  per- 
sonally he  secures  friendship  and  respect  every- 
where. Yet  the  last  Viceregal  season  at 
Dublin  Castle  is  said  to  have  been  the  shortest 
and  dullest  within  living  memory  because  the 
classes  who  might  naturally  have  been  expected 
to  attend  the  Viceroy's  Court  kept  away  on  ac- 
count of  politics,  and  His  Excellency's  political 
friends  kept  away,  lest  in  the  narrow  jealousy 
of  Party  feeling,  they  might  be  reproached  for 
subserviency. 

The  people  of  Cork  don't  like  street  preach- 
ing. Some  evangelistic  ministers  attempted  to 
give  them  a  treat  of  that  nature  recently,  but 
unfortunately  the  corporation  having  left  large 
heaps  of  mud  on  thestreets,  the  people  employed 
this  ammunition  with  such  energy  that  the  re- 
verend gentlemen  were  bombarded  nearly  into  in- 
sensibility and  altogether  into  unrecognizability. 

Lord  Randolph  Churchill  has  not  added  to 
his  parliamentary  reputation  by  his  motion  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  March  19th  asking  that 
the  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Rosebery,  should  be 
summoned  to  the  bar  of  the  House  and  required 
to  answer  for  an  infringement  of  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  the  Commons  because  he  had 
made  a  speech  at  Edinburgh  which  was  con- 
strued as  intended  to  influence  the  Leith  Elec- 
tion. The  fact  is  that  Lord  Rosebery  had 
arranged  to  speak  at  Edinburgh  before  there  was 
any  question  whatever  of  an  election  at  Leith. 

The  movement  in  England  for  preventing 
the  immigration  of  destitute  aliens  is  gaining 
strength.  A  special  fund  has  been  formed 
with  the  object  of  placing  the  question  fairly 
before  the  public,  and  it  has  been  decided  to 
take  action  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  at  an 
early  date. 

Lord  Rosebery's  utterances  as  to  the  necessity 
of  Ulster's  bowing  to  "  the  proper  domination 
of  the  majority  in  Ireland  "  have  roused  the 
wrath  of  the  Watch  Commiltee  of  the  Ulster 
Convention  League.  They  have  passed  a  re- 
solution which  states  amongst  other  things  that 
"nothing  short  of  the  exercise  of  the  over- 
whelming physical  force  of  the  united  empire 
will  ever  be  able  to  impose  upon  Ulster  a 
tyranny  so  mischievous  and  so  hateful." 

Time  does  not  blunt  the  vigour  of  the  Salva- 
tion Army.  It  has  been  decided  that  a  sum  of 
^50,000  sterling  shall  be  employed  to  com- 
memorate the  50th  year  of  "  General  "  Booth's 
service.  The  celebration  is  to  take  the  form 
of  an  international  congress  held  in  July  ;  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  at  the  Crystal  Palace  ;  a 
jubilee  week  of  reconciliation  in  the  beginning 
of  May  ;  a  jubilee  salvation  campaign  of  four 
months  held  by  the  "  General"  himself  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  in  the  autumn  ;  the 
opening  up  of  fresh  countries  to  Salvation  Army 
work,  including  Japan,  Java,  and  Demerara ;  a 
large  increase  of  the  Army,  and  so  forth.  It 
appears  that  a  lady  lately  deceased  left  ^20,000 
to  the  "  General  "  unconditionally,  and  he  pur- 
poses adding  this  to  the  ^50,000  fund.  So  we 
are  to  have  the  Salvation  Army  in  Japan  after  all. 

Persian  kerainic  art  is  receiving  very  thorough 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Wallis. 


This  author  lias  already  published  a  magnificent 
volume  devoted  solely  to  Persian  vases  of  the 
1 2th  century,  and  he  is  now  about  to  bring  out 
another  equally  fine  volume  on  the  tiles  of  the 
same  epoch.  It  comprises  40  chromo-litho- 
graphic  plates  and  numerous  illustrations  in  the 
text,  and  the  type  is  enclosed  by  ornamental 
borders  from  the  celebrated  Persian  manuscript 
of  Nizami,  one  of  the  best  treasures  of  the  Bri- 
tish Museum. 

The  seven  new  battle-ships  of  the  Magnifi- 
cent class  immediately  to  be  laid  down  under 
the  new  Naval  Programme,  together  with  three 
of  the  same  class  already  building,  will  make 
ten  ironclads  of  the  very  largest  size  in  course 
of  construction  in  British  ship-yards. 

Oxford  not  only  beat  Cambridge  hollow  in 
the  boat-race,  but  also  carried  off  the  laurels  in 
the  Athletic  Sports.  The  records  in  the  latter 
are  something  to  think  over.  Mr.  Lutyens  of 
Cambridge  ran  the  mile  in  4  min.  19*  sec,  and 
Mr.  Horan,  in  spite  of  an  injured  foot,  ran  the 
three  miles  in  15  min.  7  sec, Mr.  Fry,  forOxford, 
jumped  22  ft.  4  in.  on  the  level,  and  Mr.  Oakley, 
also  of  Oxford,  jumped  22  ft.  2  in. 

There  is  serious  talk  of  using  aluminium  for 
the  manufacture  of  military  accoutrements. 
The  weight  carried  by  the  soldier  might  thus 
be  materially  reduced.  The  Russians  have 
already  begun  to  employ  this  metal  in  the  con- 
struction of  ammunition  waggons,  the  saving  of 
weight  being  from  3  to  4  per  cent. 

During  the  past  three  years  work  has  been 
in  progress  for  the  decoration  of  the  apse,  the 
original  sanctuary  bay,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  easternmost  end  of  the  apse  of  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  with  mosaics  from  designs  by  Mr. 
W.  B.  Richmond,  R.A.  When  finished  there 
will  be  26,000  square  feet  of  mosaic,  and  the 
result  already  promises  to  be  "  a  mass  of  glitter- 
ing, vivid,  and  harmonious  colour." 

What  it  costs  to  "  get  up  "  Madame  Tussaud's 
Waxworks  may  be  gathered  from  details  recently 
furnished  by  Mr.  Tussaud.  The  costume  of  the 
figure  of  the  Empress  Eugenie  involved  an  ex- 
penditure of  ^650,  and  all  the  Court  dresses  worn 
by  figures  in  the  royal  groups  cost,  on  the  aver- 
age, over  £100  each.  "Every  figure  in  our 
exhibition,"  says  Mr.  Tussaud,  "  is  completely 
clothed  from  head  to  foot;  all  have  their  entire 
suit  of  underclothing,  without  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  the  costumes  sit  naturally 
upon  the  models."  It  seems  that  the  friends 
of  Mrs.  Maybrick  offered  ^"1,000  not  to  have 
her  effigy  put  in  the  Chamber  of  Horrors,  but 
as  there  never  had  been  any  intention  of  put- 
ting her  there,  the  money  was  not  accepted. 

Messrs.  Thornton,  Pickard  and  Co.  have  de- 
vised a  Focal  Plane  Shutter,  by  the  aid  of  which 
photographs  can  be  taken  in  the  i.oooth  part 
of  a  second. 

The  Pall  Mall  Budget  has  commenced  to 
insert  coloured  illustrations.  The  essay  is  on 
an  unpretending  scale — one  picture  and  only 
two  colours.  But  experience  indicates  what 
such  a  departure  means.  The  illustrations  in 
the  Pall  Mall  and  the  St.  James's  were  very 
slight  affairs  when  they  began  to  be  inserted  a 
few -years  ago.  Now,  they  are  the  features  of 
both  papers. 

Here  is  a  note  from  the  Pall  Mall  Budget, 
neither  the  art  nor  the  humour  of  which  is  easy 
to  discover  : — 

The  Mikado  of  Japan  has  a  mother-in-law,  and  that 
.mother-in-law  was  lately  attaclced  by  a  serious  illness.  So 
grave  were  the  symptoms,  says  the  Illustration,  that  423 
specialists  were  at  once  summoned  to  the  sick  lady's  bed- 
side. I  his,  however,  is  not  qnite  the  right  way  of  putting 
it.  Tie  doctors  being  so  numerous  the  patient  had  to  go 
lo  them,  ami — though  the  case  was  not  a  surgical  one — the 
operating  theatre  of  the  largest  hospital  was  selected  as 
the  only  suitable  arena  for  the  united  labours  of  the  four 
hundred  and  twenty-three.  It  is  not  surprisi'g  to  read 
that  after  the  first  hour  she  showed  symptoms  of  the  great- 
est exhaustion.  The  specialists  refusing  to  give  any  precise 
opinion,  the  patient  did  what  our  own  patients  often  do  in 
similar  circumstances.  She  asked  for  the  consolations  of 
religion,  and  a  Buddhist  priest  was  summoned.  This  eccle- 
siastic, considering  doubtless  that  there  should  be  nothing 
secret  between  a  priest  and  a  penitent,  applied  himself  not 
only  to  the  diagnosis  of  her  spiritual  condition,  but  also  to 
that  i<f  her  malady,  and  he  succeeded  i.i  discovering  the 
cause  with  a  promptitude  that  shamed  the  four  hundred 
and  twenty-three.  "  Malady  due  to  the  introduction  of  rail- 
ways into  Japan,"  was  his  speedy  verdict,  and  the  strangest 
thing  is  that  his  patient  and  all  her  doctors  at  once 
declared  he  was  perfectly  right.  Till  that  funeste  event 
she  had  been  quite  well.    Post  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc. 
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THE  POLITICAL  OUTLOOK  IN 
ENGLAND. 


LORD  ROSEBERY  has  lost  no  time  in 
entering  on  the  fulfilment  of  the  Radi- 
cal programme  detailed  in  the  QUEEN'S 
Speech  on  the  opening  of  the  current 
session  of  Parliament,  the  two  measures 
first  indicated  therein — that  for  the  re- 
instatement of  the  evicted  tenants  in 
Ireland  and  that  dealing  with  the  registra- 
tion of  voters  at  Parliamentary  elections 
— having  been  already  laid  before,  and 
read  for  the  first  time  in,  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  both  will  be  ultimately 
carried  through  the  Commons  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  looking  at  the  unbroken 
cohesiveness  which  has  hitherto,  with  only 
one  exception,  characterized  the  Govern- 
ment Party,  and  which  as  yet  displays  no 
sign  of  having  been  seriously  impaired  by 
the  recent  change  of  leaders.  But  it  is 
equally  beyond  doubt  that  both  will  meet 
in  the  Houseof  Lords  strenuous  opposition, 
such  as  has  been  organized  against  all 
Government  Bills  during  the  present  par- 
liament. The  Peers  are  too  deeply  bound 
to  the  Landlords  of  Ireland,  their  interests 
have  too  much  in  common,  to  admit  of  the 
hope  that  they  will,  in  this  instance,  depart 
from  their  long  established  course  of 
materially  altering  measures  submitted  to 
them  having  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  classes  in  Ireland. 

The  Registration  Bill  will  constitute  a 
further  advance  toward  placing  the  poli 
tical  power  of  the  country  more  effectively 
in  the  hands  of  the  masses,  and  completing 
the  work  that  was  done — it  is  admitted 
imperfectly  on  account  of  deficiencies  in 
the  Registration  system — by  the  Reform 
Act  of  1885.  It  may  therefore  be  expected 
that,  though  ultimately  passed  into  law  by 
the  Peers,  the  details  of  the  Bill  will  be  as 
severely  criticised  as  were  those  of  the  Parish 
Councils  Bill.  Some  amendments  in  the 
Registration  system  were  made  simultane- 
ously with  the  passing  of  the  last  Reform 
Bill,  but  the  whole  machinery  remained 
cumbrous,  and  large  numbers  of  the  work 
ing  classes  have  continued  to  be  prac- 
tically disfranchised  by  the  time  limit 
within  which  it  is  necessary  that  their 
names  should  be  placed  on  the  Register 
The  consequences  have  been  severely  felt 
by  the  Radical  Party  at  all  elections  since 
1885,  and  have  furnished  material  for  con 
stant  and  bitter  complaint.  While  in  op- 
position and  in  a  large  minority  in  the  Com- 
mons, nothing  of  course  could  be  done  by 
the  Party,  and  since  Mr.  GLADSTONE'S  ac- 
cession to  power,  the  time  of  the  House  has 
been  hitherto  fully  occupied  with  other  mea- 
sures, but  it  has  all  along  been  well  under- 
stood by  the  whole  party  that  no  further 
appeal  would  be  made  to  the  suffrages 
of  the  nation,  until,  by  the  passing  of 
a  new  Registration  Bill,  not  only  would 
ample  facilities  be  provided  for  all  those 
entitled  to  the  franchise  to  exercise  their 
right,    but    pluralist    voting    should,  if 


not  absolutely  interdicted,  be  rendered 
well  nigh  impossible.      Instances  have 
been  quoted  in  which  one  individual  has 
been   found   to   possess  the  franchise  in 
over  twenty  different  constituencies,  and 
the  system  under  which  elections  through- 
out the  kingdom  were  spread  over  a  space 
of  time,  varying  from  three   weeks  to  a 
month,  gave  great  facility  to  persons  of 
wealth  and  leisure  to  vote  in  certainly  a 
majority  of  such  cases,   Lord  ROSEBERY'S 
bill,  read  for  the  first  time  in  the  Commons 
on  the   1 6th   instant,   appears    not  only 
to  directly  prohibit  this  practice,  and  by 
doing  so  to  establish  the  principle  in  the 
Parliamentary  electorate    of  "  one  man 
one  vote,"  but  to  render  it  almost  im- 
possible in  practise,  even  in  the  absence 
of  direct    prohibition,    by   the  provision 
that   all  elections  throughout  the  King- 
dom  are   to  be  held  simultaneously  on 
one  and  the  same  day,  and  that  day  Satur- 
day.   One  of  the  demands  made  by  fore- 
most Radicals  was  that  the  day  of  a  gene- 
ral election  should  be  observed  as  a  legal 
loliday,  so  that   no  interference  on  the 
part  of  employers  with  the  liberty  of  their 
workmen   should   be    possible.     By  the 
selection  of  Saturday,  which  is  a  general 
half   holiday    throughout    England,  that 
demand  will,  to  a  great  extent,  be  met, 
without  at  the  same  time  any  undue  inter- 
ference being  exercised  as  between  em- 
ployers and  employed.    The  interests  of 
the  former  can  in  no  way  be  obstructed, 
while    the    latter    will    have    ample  op- 
portunity in  which  to  record  their  votes 
before  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  when 
the    polls    close.     But  a  much  greater 
boon  is  conferred  on  working  men  by  the 
reduction  of  the  qualifying  period  of  re- 
sidence to  three  months.    The  necessary 
conditions  of  a  great  number  of  trades  in 
England,  entirely  apart  from  personal  con 
siderations,  oblige  their  followers  to  change 
their  places  of  residence  with  a  frequency 
entirely  unknown  among  even  the  lowest 
middle  classes.    All  claims  to  be  placed 
on  the  list  of  parliamentary  voters  have, 
under  the  present  law,   to  be  formally 
lodged  before  the  20th  of  August  in  each 
year,  and  no  claim  can  be  made  in  respect 
of  any  residence  which  has  not  been  in 
the  occupation  of  the  claimant  for  a  full 
period  of  twelve  months  prior  to  this  date. 
A  person,  therefore,  whose  occupation  of 
any  particular  residencecommenced  only  in 
the  month  of  September  in  any  year  would 
not  be  placed  on  the  register  for  a  period  of 
23  months,  a  far  longer  interval  than,  in 
many   instances,   workmen   ever  remain 
within   the  parliamentary   limits   of  any 
single  constituency.    Numbers  on  whom 
the  law  intended  to  confer  the  franchise 
have,  therefore,  never  had,  and  under  the 
present   law   never  could   have,  the  op- 
portunity of  exercising  their   right,  but 
the   fixing  of   the    qualifying    period  at 
three  months,  accompanied  probably  by 
a  more  frequent  revision  of  the  lists,  will 
now  remove  this  undoubted  grievance, 


and  in  all  likelihood  bring  to  the  Radical 
ranks  in  England  a  very  substantial  in- 
crease of  political  supporters. 

Once  this  object  is  attained,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  Government  may  feel  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  accept  the  challenge  so 
constantly  flung  at  them  by  the  Opposi- 
tion and  appeal  once  more  to  the  country. 
If  so,  we  may  see  another  general  election 
before  the  close  of  the  present,  or  the 
early  part  of  next,  year,  and  with  the 
aid  of  a  greatly  expanded  electorate,  per- 
haps the  endorsement  of  English  public 
opinion,    as    distinct  from    that    of  the 
United   Kingdom,  may  be  given  to  the 
policy    of  Home   Rule,    sufficiently,  at 
least,   to   deprive   the  Lords   of  further 
ground    for    nullifying   the  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to 
it.    Lord  ROSEBERY  has  stated  that,  be- 
fore Irish  Home  Rule  could  be  conceded 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  England,  as 
the  predominant    member    of  the  part- 
nership, would  have  to  be  convinced  of 
its  justice,  and  though  this  doctrine  has 
been    severely    criticised    as   being  ab- 
solutely inadmissable  not  only  by  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  the  other  members 
of  the  .  partnership,   but  even  by  English 
Unionists    whose   belief   in    equality  of 
citizenship  and  respect  for  constitutional 
principles  exceeds  their  party  spirit,  and 
has  since,  we  think,  been  in  some  degree 
qualified  or  explained  by  Lord  ROSEBERY 
himself,  it   has  found  strong  supporters. 
The  Parliamentary  majority  against  Home 
Rule  returned  by  England  at   the  last 
general  election  was  71  out  of  the  total 
number  of  465  members.    The  majority  in 
the  English  electorate,  out  of  a  total  of 
considerably  over  3^  millions,  was  only 
104,470  voters.    A  new  and  simple  system 
of  registration  may  easily  add  far  more 
than  this  number  to  the  present  electorate, 
and  then,  going  to  the  country  as  a  solid 
and  united  party,  under  the  guidance  of  a 
popular  and  able  leader,  who  will  by  that 
time  in  all  likelihood  be  nearly  related  to 
the  QUEEN,  and  appealing  to  the  people 
with  a  long  list  of  measures  instituted  for 
their  benefit,  the  Radical  Party  may  secure 
a  triumph.    We  hope  that  things  will  turn 
out  differently,  but  the  view  taken  by  the 
Radicals  themselves  seems  to  be  as  here 
stateti. 


MR.  SO  FED  A  ON  RELIGION. 


WE  recently  gave  a  rfcume  of  an  in- 
teresting lecture,  delivered  by  Mr. 
SOYEDA,  on  the  subject  of  a  religion  for 
Japan,  and  the  lecturer  now  sends  us  a 
letter,  published  to-day  in  our  correspon- 
dence columns.  We  do  not  think  that 
much  cause  can  be  found  to  traverse  Mr. 
SOYEDA'S  remarks.  The  key-note  of  his 
argument  is  that  whatever  form  of  creed 
is  best  suited  to  Japan,  ethically  and 
morally,  will  gain  the  victory,  and  that  a 
fair  field  should  be  left  for  the  contest. 
He  indicates,  with  commendable  precision 


May  5,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


535 


and  distinctness,  the  directions  in  which, 
according  to  his  view,  Buddhism  and 
Christianity  oiler  inherent  obstacles  to 
successful  propagandising  The  plain  truth 
is  that  both  faiths,  as  presented  in  this 
country,  are  disfigured  by  defects  arising 
from  precisely  opposite  causes.  Buddhism 
shows  the  abuses  invariably  incidental  to 
a  monopoly  of  long  continuance.  Its 
priests  have  become  careless,  their  lives 
unlovely,  their  methods  perfunctory,  their 
customs  defective.  Christianity,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  marred  by  the  extravagances 
of  excessive  competition.  The  clash  of 
contending  creeds,  the  fierce  intellectual 
warfare  among  which  the  faith  of  the 
Nazarene  grew  to  maturity,  have  left  an 
indelible  impress  on  it:  monstrous  import- 
ance is  attached  to  pettinesses  of  doctrine 
and  dogma  that  could  never  weigh  for  a 
grain  of  sand  in  the  judgment  of  the  great 
Divinity  ;  the  principles  of  perfect  charity 
and  universal  love  are  preached  in  the 
language  of  intolerance  and  by  the  voices 
of  militant  iconoclasts,  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  struggle  and  its  absorbing  character 
have  forbidden  the  rejection  of  any  recruit, 
so  that  the  Christian  cause  is  often  upheld 
by  hands  unworthy  of  such  a  task.  These 
blemishes  make  themselves  just  as  ap- 
parent to  a  thoughtful  Japanese  as  do  the 
disfigurements  of  Buddhism,  and  it  is  very 
interesting  to  have  them  pointed  out  in 
Mr.  SOYEDA'S  frank,  impartial  manner. 
We  welcome,  also,  his  distinct  declaration 
that  "religion  is  closely  connected  with 
the  welfare  and  strength  of  the  State."  To 
be  absolutely  neutral  toward  religion,  to 
treat  it  as  something  with  which  only  wo- 
men, children,  and  the  uneducated  need 
concern  themselves,  is  the  fashion  among 
the  better  classes  in  Japan.  They  think, 
it  would  seem,  that  their  country  can  look 
forward  to  a  history  inconsistent  with  its 
own  past  and  at  variance  with  the  pre- 
cedents furnished  by  all  other  States. 
They  seem  to  forget  what  an  immense 
debt  Japan  owes  to  religion  ;  what  large 
elements  of  her  progress  in  science,  in 
art,  in  education,  in  civilization,  have  been 
furnished  by  Buddhism;  how  the  faiths  of 
of  SHAKA  and  of  Shinto  were  bound  up 
with  her  political,  social,  and  military  life 
in  ancient,  mediaeval,  and  modern  times. 
They  imagine,  it  would  seem,  that  a  na- 
tion can  break  away  recklessly  from  its 
past,  and  can  shape  for  itself  a  future  Out 
of  harmony  with  all  the  peoples  it  has 
chosen  as  companions  on  its  new  route. 
Such  things  are  impossible.  The  colour- 
ness  neutrality  on  which  many  Japanese 
pride  themselves  to-day,  is  nothing  more 
than  a  reflection  of  the  moral  stagnation 
that  crept  over  their  country  and  be- 
numbed some  of  its  best  faculties  during 
the  centuries  of  its  isolation. 


MESSRS.  HENRY  AND  HORN  EL. 
■* 

WE  notice  in  the  March  number  of  the 
Art  Journal  a  very  appreciative 
article  on  a  school  of  painters  in  Scotland 
whose  work  hashithertogenerally  provoked 
by  its  unconventionality  the  ire  of  critics,  to 
whom  the  Academy  is  Heaven  and  all 
outside  of  it  the  work  of  the  devil. 

We  are  weary  of  the  photographic  land- 
scapes, the  common-place  portraits  of  com- 
mon-place people,  and  the  cheaply  senti- 
mental anecdote  pictures  that  year  after 
year  hang  on  the  Academy  walls,  just  as 
weary  as  we  are  of  those  IBSEN'S  and 
Zola's  of  the  palette  who  in  France  and 
Munich  and  elsewhere  strive  to  obtain 
immortality  for  what  is  ugly,  coarse,  and 
material  beyond  all  description.  So  that 
in  these  days  of  sore  decline  it  must  as- 
suredly be  considered  a  sign  of  better 
times  that  a  school  of  Impressionists  like 
the  Glasgow  School  should  be  gradually 
and  surely  winning  its  way  into  favour; 
in  other  words,  that  it  is  becoming  under- 
stood. Impressionism  does  not  signify  to 
its  own  represetatives  an  impersonal  re- 
cord of  visual  impression  :  it  signifies 
rather  a  style  for  the  expression  of  their 
individual  conception  of  nature  and  for 
the  manifestation  of  personal  feeling.  And 
the  first  canon  of  their  artistic  faith  is  that 
decoration  shall  be  the  basis  of  picture- 
making,  wherefore  they  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  great  prophet  and  master  of 
modern  Impressionists,  WHISTLER.  It  is 
not  our  concern  here  to  inquire  of  them 
concerning  the  truth  of  the  faith  they  hold. 
The  two  members  of  the  group  whose 
work  has  been  seized  upon  as  representa- 
tive of  the  general  principles  of  the  school, 
Messrs.  HENRY  and  HORNEL,  have  been 
for  some  time  in  Japan,  so  that  it  may  be 
interesting  to  note  what  the  critic  has  to 
say  of  their  canvases  : — 

Dtcoi  alive  treatment,  such  as  is  appropriate  to 
a  panel,  is  not  always  suitable  for  a  canvas  circled 
by  a  frame,  and  Imng  on  any  wall.  A  picture 
like  Mr.  Honipl's  "Slimmer,"  lately  bought  after 
"an  artistic  stoi in  in  a  tea-cup  "  by  the  Liverpool 
Corporation,  is  hardly  on  the  great  high-ioad 
of  ait,  in  the  line  of  the  great  achievements  in 
oil-paint  ;  it  holds  much  the  same  relation  to 
these  that  exolic  veise,  the  ballad,  or  rondeau, 
bears  to  the  greater  forms  of  poetry.  But 
looking  on  it  as  a  decorative  panel,  having 
"Slimmer"  for  subject,, it  yields  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure.  The  wealth  of  colour  alone  would  jus- 
tify its  existence,  and  when  we  add  to  that,  chaim 
of  rhythmic  line,  fanciful  invention,  and  a  certain 
element  of  fun  and  frolic,  we  are  almost  willing  to 
forgive  the  mosaic-like  suiface  and  the  somewhat 
archaic  design.  The  fonts  of  inspiration  from 
which  Messrs.  Heniy  and  Hornel  have  drawn  are 
not  difficult  to  trace,  but  it  is  in  the  blending  of 
them  that  the  petsonality  of  the  ac  lists  appears.  In 
an  age  so  complex  as  ours,  Ait  cannot  fail  to  be 
eclectic.  The  impulse  from  the  East  is  clear,  but 
the  convention  and  the  mateiial  are  used  not  with 
the  reticence  and  frugality  of  the  Japanese,  but 
with  the  profusion  of  the  Gothic  temper,  to  which 
the  gi  otesqueness  of  the  figures  is  also  due;  a 
certain  element  of  mysticism  is,  perhaps,  ti  ace- 
able  to  the  influence  of  Matthew  Maris,  while 
the  colour  is  reminiscent  of  the  far  subtler 
harmonies  of  Monlicelli.  A  later  picture  by  Mr. 
Hornel,  "  Spi -jug-lime,"  has  similar  faults  and 
good  qualities,  and  confirms  the  impression  that 
he  has  not  yet  fully  assimilated  the  influences 
under  which  lie  is  working.  In  this  larger  canvas, 
too,  one  may  notice,  what  was  not  quite  so  much 
in  evidence  in  ihe  other,  a  want  of  agreement  in 


the  li  raiment  of  the  fi^uies  and  the  landscape  ;  lot 
while  the  lattei  has  been  rendeied  with  the  flatness 
appiopnate  to  decoration,  the  former  lire  modelled 
as  if  in  atmosphet e. 
Mi'r  George  Henry's  best-known  picture  ii  the 

much  discussed  "  Galloway  Landscape."  To  judi<e 
this  landscape  froffl  the  usual  pictorial  standpoint 
is  lp  do  violence  to  the  liberty  of  the  hi  list  anil  to 
his  intention,  which  evidently  has  not  been  to  re- 

pioduce  Mature,  but  to  use  her  an  material  (01  lire 

deem  alion  of  a  space  ;  and  as  a  decoration  it  seems 

I  e  veiy  successful  indeed.    All  the  elements  in 

it,  the  fields,  the  cattle,  and  the  sky,  have  alike 
Undergone  transformation  in  Ihe  painter's  mind 
and  appear  upon  the  canvas  with  ihe  unity  and 
chai  111  of  a  clear,  poetic  conception.  Mr.  Hem  y  is 
not  always  so  successful  ;  in  an  "Ayishire  Land- 
scape," painted  the  following  yeai ,  he  fell,  like 
his  fellow,  between  ihe  stools  of  pure  decoration 
and  lealism.  A  very  striking  portrait,  "Made- 
moiselle," shown  in  the  Glasgow  Institute,  maiks  a 
considerable  departure  on  style,  being  much  more 
realistic  than  any  of  his  previous  woik.  It  is 
splendidly,  almost  bl  utally,  strong  in  handling  and 
colour,  a  little  bizarre,  perhaps,  and  cei  lain ly  a  trifle 
vulvar  ;  but  had  the  diawing  been  better,  and  the 
treatment  moie  restrained,  it  would  have  been  a 
triumph';  as  it  is,  it  is  a  tour  de  force.  But  of  all 
Mr.  Henry's  work,  "  Poppies,"  a  little  canvas  on 
which  are  painted  four  rosy  children's  heads  above 
a  bank  of  scailet  poppies,  lingers  in  my  memoi  y  as 
the  most  fascinating. 

Contrary  to  the  usual  habit  with  artists 
visiting  Japan,  neither  of  these  gentlemen, 
we  believe,  has  completely  finished  any 
single  picture  during  his  stay  here.  They 
have  rather  busied  themselves  with  the 
amassing  of  material  and  the  laying  in  of 
ground  work,  which  can  more  easily  be 
worked  up  at  home  than  in  Japan,  and  we 
look  forward  with  no  little  eagerness  to 
the  results  of  their  visit.  It  is  out- 
opinion  that  people  at  home  will  be  in- 
vited to  look  upon  a  new  and  more  than 
usually  fascinating  interpretation  of  the 
land  of  the  Rising  Sun. 


HA  WAII  AND  THE  CUSTOMS  . 

TARIFF. 
  +  

AN  unfortunate  characteristic  of  Japan- 
.  ese  politics  at  present  is  the  palpable 
indifference  to  justice  or  accuracy  exhibited 
by  the  Opposition  in  their  choice  of  topics 
for  assailing  the  Government.  The  idea 
evidently  underlying  their  tactics  is  that 
any  stick  serves  to  beat  a  dog,  and  of 
course  it  results  that  although  their  un- 
easing  onset  tends  to  shake  the  Cabinet's 
position,  its  recklessness  greatly  discredits 
themselves  also,  and  renders  the  contin- 
gency of  their  accession  to  office  a  matter 
of  grave  uneasiness  to  thoughtful  persons. 
The  latest  and  not  the  least  flagrant  ex- 
ample of  this  moral  obliquity  is  the  Kai- 
shin-to's  attitude  toward  the  Government's 
action  in  the  case  of  Hawaii.  In  consider- 
ation of  Hawaii's  voluntary  abandonment 
of  her  judicial  privileges  in  Japan,  the 
SOVEREIGN  of  this  empire  has  placed 
Hawaii's  citizens  on  the  footing  of  the 
most-favoured  nation  within  his  terri- 
tories. Among  the  assailants  of  this  act 
none  appear  to  be  more  vehement  than 
the  Kaishin-to,  and  of  course  on  such  a 
subject  none  primarily  deserve  a  more 
respectful  hea  ring,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  able  leader's  high  reputation, 
but  because  their  ranks  include  many 
politicians  of  recognised  ability  and  eru- 
dition.    On  what  ground,  then,  do  the 
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Kaishin-to  denounce  the  step  taken  with 
regard  to  Hawaii?  On  the  ground,  briefly 
stated,  that  full  freedom  of  trade,  travel, 
and  residence  has  been  granted  to 
Hawaiian  citizens  in  consideration  of  their 
abandonment  of  Consular  Jurisdiction 
only,  and  without  obtaining  for  them  any 
recognition  of  Japan's  tariff  autonomy. 
In  other  words,  it  is  urged  that  whereas 
Japan  has  surrendered  everything  she  had 
to  reserve,  Hawaii  has  surrendered  a  por- 
tion only  of  the  special  privileges  enjoyed 
by  her.  Appended  to  this  contention  is 
the  rider  that  although  the  insignificance  of 
Hawaii  deprives  the  new  arrangement  of 
any  noteworthy  importance  so  far  as  she 
herself  is  concerned,  there  is  now  esta- 
blished a  precedent  of  which  most  incon- 
venient advantage  may  be  taken  by  any 
great  Power  desiring  to  effect  a  similar 
modification  of  existing  conditions.  Eng- 
land or  Germany,  for  example,  say  the 
critics,  may  demand  for  her  subjects  the 
same  favours  granted  to  Hawaii — that  is  to 
say,  may  demand  freedom  of  trade,  travel, 
and  residence  in  exchange  for  submission  to 
Japanese  jurisdiction  but  without  any  re- 
cognition of  Japan's  tariff  autonomy. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  point  in 
this  accusation  is  that  it  emanates  from 
a  Party  whose  leader,    as    Minister  of 
State    for    Foreign    Affairs,  concluded, 
in    1888,    a   treaty   by    which  Mexican 
citizens  obtained  precisely  the  same  pri- 
vileges as  those  now  granted  to  Hawaii. 
In  fact,  what  has  been  done  for  Hawaii 
is  merely  to  place  her  people  on  the  foot- 
ing secured  to  Mexican  citizens  by  a  cove- 
nant of  which  Count  OKUMA,  leader  of  the 
Kaishin-to,  was  the  author.    The  Treaty 
of  November,  1888,  between  Japan  and 
Mexico  granted   to  the  citizens  of  the 
latter  "  the  privilege  of  coming,  remaining 
and  residing  in  all  parts  of  the  EMPEROR 
of  Japan's  territories  and  possessions  ;  of 
there  hiring  and  occupying  houses  and 
warehouses  ;  of  there  trading,  by  whole- 
sale or  retail,  in  all  kinds  of  products, 
manufactures  and  merchandise  of  lawful 
commerce;  and  finally  of  there  engaging 
in   and   pursuing  all  other  lawful  occu- 
pations."    This  grant  was  made  without 
securing    any    special    concession  from 
Mexico  in  respect  of  the  Customs  Tariff, 
and  was  made,  moreover,  in  explicit  con- 
sideration of  the  submission  of  Mexican 
citizens   to  Japanese  jurisdiction.  How 
can   the  very  men  responsible  for  the 
Mexican  treaty  venture  to  condemn,  as  a 
sacrifice  of  national  interests,  Hawaii's 
inclusion  in  a  grant  made  by  their  own 
leader  five  years  ago  to  Mexico  ? 

That,  however,  is  merely  a  point  of 
political  consistency.  To  persons  interest- 
ed in  the  development  of  constitutional  in- 
stitutions in  Japan,  such  lapses  from  con- 
dour  and  impartiality  are  matters  of  regret. 
Passing  on,  however,  to  the  main  ques- 
tion at  issue,  we  are  not  less  astonished 
at  the  apparent  incapacity  of  the  Op- 
position to  grasp  the  salient  facts  of  the 


problem  they  undertake  to  discuss.  Is  it 
really  true — is  there  even  a  grain  of  truth 
in  the  contention — that  because  no  con- 
cession in  respect  of  the  Customs  Tariff 
has  been  obtained  from  Hawaii,  Japan 
is  committed  to  the  precedent  of  throw- 
ing open  her  whole  country  in  exchange 
for  the  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction 
alone  and  of  maintaining  unchanged  the 
Customs  Tariff  which,  wisely  or  un- 
wisely, she  has  so  long  been  anxious  to 
alter  ?  Of  course  it  is  not  true.  The 
case  is  very  simple.  There  is  no  tariff 
convention  annexed  to  the  Hawaiian 
Treaty  of  1 87 1 .  The  connection  between 
that  Treaty  and  the  general  Tariff  Con- 
vention, concluded  five  years  previously, 
was  established  by  a  parity  clause  which 
runs  as  follows  : — 

The  subjects  of  eacli  of  the  two  H  igh  Contracting 
Parties,  respectively,  shall  have  the  liberty  freely 
and  securely  to  come  with  their  ships  and  cargoes 
to  all  places,  ports  and  rivers  in  the  territories  of 
the  other  where  trade  with  other  nations  is  per- 
mitted, *  *  *  *  Pay'"g  al  a"  times  such 
duties  and  taxes  as  may  be  exacted  from  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  other  nations  doing  business 
or  residing  within  the  territories  of  each  of  the 
high  contracting  parties. 

Hawaii's  position  is  defined  by  thisclause 
beyond  all  possibility  of  misconception. 
She  is  pledged  to  pay  whatever  duties  and 
taxes  may  be  exacted  from  the  nationals 
of  any  other  country,  and  under  that  pledge 
her  trade  with  Japan  is  subject  to  the 
imposts  fixed  by  the  general  Tariff  of  1866. 
Should  that  Tariff  be  revised,  Hawaiian 
citizens  in  Japan  become  liable,  from  the 
moment  of  its  revision,  to  pay  the  new 
rates  of  duty.  Hence  it  is  the  veriest 
chimera  to  pretend  that  the  recent  action 
of  the  Japanese  Government  toward  Hawaii 
has  established  a  precedent  hurtful  to  this 
Empise's  recovery  of  Tariff  Autonomy,  or 
has  prejudiced  in  any  way  Japan's  prospects 
of  success  in  negotiations  conducted  with 
other  Powers  to  that  end.  We  should  not 
be  surprised  to  find  such  pretences  advanced 
by  men  ignorant  of  the  text  of  the  treaties 
and  entirely  unversed  in  international  law. 
But  we  are  in  truth  surprised  to  find  them 
seriously  advanced  by  political  parties 
like  the  Progressionists  and  the  National 
Unionists,  which  include  in  their  ranks  not 
a  few  statesmen  of  established  ability. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  — 

rOur  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom/1 


RELIGION  IN  JAPAN. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — It  was  quite  beyond  my  expectation  to 
set;  my  unworthy  views  concerning  the  future 
of  religion  in  Japan  insetted  in  the  Mail  of 
21st  nil.  Though  I  do  not  flatter  myself  that 
what  I  write  will  be  much  taken  notice  of, 
I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  few 
additions  to  points  that  may  lead  to  misunder- 
standing: The  chief  aim  of  my  lecture  was 
to  show  that  religion  is  closely  connected  with 
the  welfaie  and  strength  of  the  Slate,  and  to 
discuss  fa'uly  the  merilsand  demerit-,  of  Buddhism 
and  Christianity,  placing  myself  quite  outside  any 
form  of  religion.  From  historical  connections, 
more  properly  from  the  order  of  things,  the  course 
open  to  Japan  is  to  rely  on  Buddhism.    But  in 


order  that  Buddhism  may  serve  the  purpose  of 
"  making  the  people  truly   good,"  it  must  be 
thoroughly  reformed,  the  points  of  reform  being 
the  abolition  of  hereditary  livings,  activity  in  cha- 
ritable and  other  religious  works,  improvement  of 
sermons  and  prayers,  greater  thoroughness  in  the 
education  as  well  as  greater  purity  in  the  morals  of 
Buddhists,  keeping  aloof  from  practical  politics 
and  sectarian  sli  ife,  foi  mation  of  convocations,  &c. 
The  question,  however,  now  before  us  is,  can  such 
a  weighty  and  heavy  work  be  fulfilled  by  Buddhists. 
If  the  work  be  beyond  their  power  and  Buddhism 
cannot  be  awakened  from  its  dormant  and  even 
corrupt  stale,  then  Christianity  from  its  superiority 
of  doctrine  (not  from  its  greater  depth,  but  in  its 
being  more  easily  grasped),  from  its  activity  and 
zeal,  will  take  in  future  the  place  of  Buddhism. 
But  in  order  that  Christianity  should  overcome 
Buddhism  it  also  must  be  much  improved.  First 
of  all,  it  must  be  "  Japonicised,"  that  is  to  say,  it 
must  be  piopagated  by  Japanese  hands  and  be 
brought  into  harmony  will)  our  customs,  manners, 
institutions,  and  sentiments.  Besides,  division  into 
too  many  sects  does  more  harm  than  good,  and  the 
lack  of  learned  missionaries  much  tetai  dsthespread 
of  the  faith.    What  a  difference  exists  between  the 
sermons  preached  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge  and 
those  in  Tokio  Chinches  for  instance!  Failing 
first-rate  men  who  can  preach  philosophically  (for 
our  people  are  very  fond  of  philosophical  argu- 
ments)  and  who  actually  live  His  life,  the  pro- 
pagandism  of  Christianity   will   not    satisfy  the 
aspirations  of  its  devotees  in  Japan. 

The  above  was  the  main  drift  of  my  argument. 
In  short,  what  I  wanted,  though  I  may  have  failed 
to  convey  my  wish,  was  to  obtain  a  fair,  im- 
partial, and  unprejudiced  view  about  the  future 
of  religion  in  Japan,  which,  though  hitherto  much 
neglected,  must  be  treated  in  earnest.  Which- 
ever form  of  religion  sufficiently  set  ves  the  true 
purpose  of  religion,  will  obtain  the  upper  hand  in 
the  end.  I  tnyself  having  no  preference  for  either 
form,  am  content  to  leave  the  victory  or  defeat 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  Christians  and  Buddhists 
themselves.  In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  utter  one 
prediction,  namely,  that  the  biological  law  of  the 
survival  of  the  fittest  will  work  itself  out  in  religious 
affairs  as  well  as  in  any  others. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  seivant, 
April  30th,  1894.  J.  SOYEDA. 


MODESTY:  WHAT  IT  IS,  AND  WHAT  IT 
IS  NOT. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail.'' 
Sir,  —  One  by  one  the  old-world  virtues  are  dis- 
appearing. Time  was  when  chivalry  was  the 
ci  own  of  man,  and  modesty  the  diadem  of  a 
woman.  Chivalry  has  given  place  to  selfishness, 
and  modesty  to  chic.  Not  that  those  splendid 
qualities  can  ever  absolutely  die,  for  there  are, 
and  always  will  be,  noble  men  and  pure  women. 
But  their  diminution  is  serious  and  of  evil  augury. 

The  past  has  only  produced  one  other  people 
resembling  ourselves — austete,  brave,  masterful, 
enterprising  at  home  and  abroad,  colonising  and 
road-making  all  the  world  over,  skilful  in  peace, 
and  matchless  in  war.  The  Romans  were  the 
English  of  ancient  time  ;  the  English  are  modem 
Romans. 

But  it  is  to  be  noted  among  the  first  signs  of  the 
decline  of  Rome,  that  her  women,  so  famous  for 
virtue,  become  demoralised.  The  national  fibie 
relaxed.  Simplicity  of  life  and  manners  made  way 
for  luxury.  For  duty  was  substituted  self-gratifi- 
cation. Voluptuous  pleasure  had  palled  upon  the 
jaded  taste,  until  at  length  honour  and  decency 
were  obliterated,  and  nameless  horrors  were  of 
daily  and  common  occurrence.  St.  Paul  gave 
forcible  evidence  of  contemporary  manners  when 
he  r  epresented  his  fellow-citizens  as  being  *' givtn 
over  to  uncleanness."  If  history  has  any  value, 
it  is  by  placing  before  us  the  wisdom  and  errors  of 
the  past,  that  we  may  adopt  the  one  and  reject  the 
other.  And  if  modesty  was  once  a  cause  of  na- 
tional decadence,  then  , it  would  undoubtedly  be  the 
same  again. 

But  it  may  be  said,  what  is  modesty?  I  will 
endeavour  to  point  out  what  it  is,  and  what  it  is 
not. 

Words  have  var  ying  values.  They  may  stand 
for  cer  tain  ideas  to-day,  and  for  their  opposites  in 
the  future  or  in  the  past.  Their  signification  is 
modified  by  the  development  of  intellect,  of  cus- 
tom, and  of  sentiment.  Originally  "  modesty," 
borrowed  from  the  French  "  modestie,"  and  from 
the  Latin  "  modestia,"  meant  simply  in  measure — 
therefore,  moder  ation  or  temper  ance  as  opposed 
to  excess.  Gradually  it  has  become  moi  e  refined 
and  spiritualised,  so  that  while  it  may  in  some 
cases  be  still  used  in  its  vulgar-  and  primary 
sense,  it  now  denotes  pur  ity  of  thought  and  feel- 
ing.   The  truly  modest,  therefore,  are  alone  "the 


May  5,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WKKKI.Y  MAIL. 


537 


pine  in  lieait,"  and  llie  neaier  the  approach  tfl 
peifecliun,  the  giealei  is  tin-  measure  of  llieir 
modesty.  Such  blessed  ones  become  centies  of 
pin  dying  influence!  and,  like  tlie  fountains  of 
Sahara,  tliey  cleanse  and  lefiesh  the  stained  and 
weaiy  wayfarers,  and  cieate  in  llie  desert  vast 
oases  of  verdure  and  beaut)'. 

Prudishness  is  not  modesty,  for  lias  not  some  one 
rightly  said  "tlie  ovei-nice  are  those  of  nasty 
ideas?"  Chastity  is  not  modesty,  for  many  who 
aie  chaste,  are  not  so  from  choice.  A  person  may 
be  both  prudish  and  chaste,  and  yet  not  truly 
modest.  The  downcast  eye,  the  quiet  demeanour, 
the  maiden-like  reserve,  may  often  be  its  external 
Counterfeits,  the  mere  coating  of  a  "  whited 
sepulchre."  Concealment  is  not  modesty,  else 
would  the  Turkish  women  be  the  most  modest, 
whereas  they  aie  the  most  depraved.  Eve  did 
not  make  the  fig-leaf  apron  until  she  had  lost 
her  innocence:  thus  her  covei  ing  was  her  badge 
of  guilt.  Purity  has  nothing  to  conceal.  Modesty, 
like  love,  "  thinkelh  no  evil,"  but,  unlike  love,  it 
also  subdues  evil  thought  in  others. 

I  once  obseived  some  young  women  arriving 
unexpectedly  in  a  gallery  upon  a  group  of  "  nude  " 
statues.  They  gave  one  good  look,  then  screamed 
and  fled  as  if  pursued  by  satyrs.  The  immodesty 
that  alaimed  them  was  not  in  the  statues  but  in 
llieir  own  impure  minds.  It  was  an  observation 
of  the  .-"leat  Flaxman  thai  "  the  students,  in  enter- 
ing the  Academy  where  they  studied  from  the 
nude  figure,  seemed  to  hang  up  their  passions 
with  their  hats."  Their  familiarity  with  natural 
beauty  led  them  only  to  inform  their  minds  and 
to  purify  their  tastes.  When  Mr.  Wallace,  the 
great  naturalist,  was  travelling  on  the  Amazon, 
he  attended  in  a  lemote  place  at  a  dance  given 
by  the  native  Indians.  All  the  guests,  men  and 
women,  except  himself,  were  perfectly  nude.  He 
says  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  performed  his 
duties  with  grave  dignity,  and  tire  decorum  of  all 
present  compared  favourably  with  that  of  the 
most  polished  assembly  in  a  London  ball-room. 
These  poor  creatures  went  to  dance  and  not  to 
fliit.  They  had  never  even  heard  of  "  Honi  soil 
qui  mal  y  pense." 

We  pride  ourselves  on  being  more  modest  than 
these.  Aie  we  really  so?  Il  seems  to  me  thai  a 
naked  Indian,  thinking  no  guile,  is  more  blame- 
less than  a  civilised  belle  who  bates  herself  as  far 
as  public  opinion  will  concede,  who  conceals  only 
lhat  she  may  excile,  who  displays  to  the  very 
point  of  expectancy.  "The  sister  of  St.  Gregory 
of  Nyesa  was  afflicted  with  a  cancer  in  the  breast, 
but  could  not  bear  ihal  a  surgeon  should  see  it, 
and  was  lewaided  for  her  modesty  by  a  miraculous 
cure."  (Mr.  Lecky,  "European  Morals.")  Miracles 
now-a-days  aie  quite  of  another  sort;  we  generate 
impurity  and  aie  accounted  pure.  Witness  a 
fashionable  parly  :  while  arms  aie  flashing  above 
the  shoulders.  The  "  modesty-bits  "  of  our  great 
grand-mothers  are  absent,  and  the  necks  and  bo- 
soms of  all  are  as  bare  as  were  those  of  llie  courte- 
sans of  Chai  les  II.  Even  the  back  is  displayed 
almost  to  the  waist  by  a  gigantic  V.  Is  it  the 
initial  of  Virtue  or  of  Vice?  We  do  not  pity 
old  campaigners,  the  veterans  of  twenty  seasons. 
But  the  young  and  innocent  gills  of  seventeen, 
who  have  just  left  the  school-room,  whose  passions 
aie  fresh  and  their  imaginations  strong — for  these 
we  tremble.  How  many  of  these  will  escape  such 
an  ordeal  unscathed  ?  And  with  what  object  have 
they  been  commanded  to  expose  their  budding 
charms  to  the  critical  eyes  of  bold  and  observant 
men?  Will  il  enhance  a  maiden's  modesty,  or 
is  it  the  first  easy  step  to  Avernus? 

The  painting  and  powdering,  the  padding  in 
all  quarters,' the  deceitful  "  make-up,"  should  be 
scorned  by  modest  and  truthful  women,  and 
should  be  abandoned  as  the  devices  of  harlots,  as 
indeed  they  were.  No  law,  human  or  divine,  for- 
bids women  to  adorn  themselves,  but  St.  Paul 
said,  "  Let  women  adorn  themselves  in  modest 
apparel."  Short  dresses  are  not  immodest  ;  they 
are  clean,  healthy,  and  in  use  in  many  countiies  ; 
but  long  dresses  may  be  made  immodest  if  they 
are  worn  only  to  be  lifted  suggestively,  as  the 
prevailing  mode,  to  court  the  prurient  gaze  of  the 
passers-by.  All  these  first  breaches  of  modesty 
are  like  the  drunkard's  first  dram;  they  lead  to 
others  and  greater.  They  assist  in  flooding  our 
divorce  courts,  in  infesting  our  streets  with  loose 
women,  in  filling  myriads  of  homes  with  crime  and 
wretchedness.  All  the  poor,  ever-to-be-pitied 
creatures  marching  steadily  hellwards  were  modest 
once.  Chaste,  pure,  and  innocent,  were  they 
until  their  first  immodest  act  or  thought  slew  them. 
For  pleasures  are  like  poppies  spread, 
You  seize  the  flower,  the  bloom  is  shed. 

Ah,  my  unconquered  sisters,  do  not  scorn  them 
overmuch,  those  who  have  fallen  by  the  way.  It 
may  be  they  have  suffered  vicariously,  and  that 
your  purity  has  been  preserved  at  the  cosl  of  theirs. 
Let  us  determine,  that,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  we  will 


lift  up  our  common  nsleihood,  and  will  help  to 
aii  est  the  downwind  pi  ogress  of  our  sex;  thai  we 
will  combat  ever  y  social  evil  until  it  be  an  nihil  a  1 1  <l 
that  no  custom  shall  be  privileged,  no  prejudice 
lespecled,  no  sentiment  teveied,  no  law  honoured 
that  militates  against  our  purity  or  our  freedom 
but,  above  all,  lhat  we  inculcate  modesty  in  it 
highest  and  grandest  sense.    Then  will  our  chil 
dren  and  our  children's  children  bless  us,  even 
though  we  should  be  enrolled  among  the  "  noble 
army  of  mai  tyi  s." 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LADY  COOK; 
(nee  Tennessee  C.  Claflin.) 


RETURN  OF  MR.  H.  J.  SNO  W. 


ADRIFT  FOR  FIVE  DAYS  IN  AN  OPEN  BOAT. 


By  the  Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha  steamer  Nagato 
Martt  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow,  of  the  sealing 
schooner  Retriever,  returned  to  Yokohama  after  a 
most  adventurous  two  months'  absence.  It  will 
be  lemembered  that  on  the  251I1  ult.  news  reached 
this  port  from  Mi .  Snow,  assuring  his  friends  of 
his  safe  arrival  at  Miyako,  a  small  seaport  and 
telegraph  station  north  of  Yamada,  and  thai  since 
then  no  news  had  been  heard  of  him — the  intrepid 
sealer  had  seemingly  disappeared  from  public  ken 
This  silence,  Mr.  Snow  now  explains,  was  due  to 
the  extraordinai  y  red-tapeism  displayed  by  the 
police  at  Ishi-no-maki,  who,  thinking  that  the 
Miyako  police  had  acted  too  precipitately  in 
sending  Mr.  Snow  and  his  two  Chinese  sailors 
down  from  the  northern  port  in  a  steam  vessel 
without  let  or  hindrance,  wished  to  send  him 
back  to  Miyako  to  commence  his  return  journey 
all  over  again  under  proper  police  escort.  To  this 
Mr.  Snow  very  strenuously  objected,  and  the 
resull  was  a  detention  at  Ishi-no-maki  and  Ogino 
llama  of  something  over  four  days,  during  wl'iicl 
time  the  civil,  police,  naval,  and  military  authori 
ties  one  afier  the  other  interviewed  him  upon  the 
self-same  subject  of  his  name,  the  schooner's  name, 
and  the  absence  of  his  passport.  Some  objec- 
tion was  also  taken  to  Mr.  Snow  posting  letters 
to  his  friends,  receiving  money,  or  communicating 
with  his  Consul,  and  this  further  complicated 
matters.  Finally  the  Nagato  Marti  came  into 
Oginohama  and  Mr.  Snow  was  allowed  to  take 
passage  in  her. 

In  an  interview  accorded  to  one  of  the  staff  of  the 
Japan  Mail,  Mr.  H.  J.  Snow  gave  some  interest- 
ing particulars  of  his  mishaps  and  adventures 
from  the  2nd  of  April  onwards.  He  lost  sight  of 
his  other  boats,  he  said,  on  the  afternoon  of  April 
2nd,  just  about  4  o'clock.  1  hey  were  then  steering 
to  the  N.N.E.,  while  his  course  was  N.E.  He 
<ept  on  this  course  till  dusk,  and  then  steered  in 
a  more  easterly  direction,  and  after  a  while  more 
1101  theily.  Throughout  the  night  he  heard  neither 
guns  nor  rockets,  though  a  most  careful  watch 
was  kept.  A  slight  breeze  spiang  up  towards 
morningbut  the  sun  broke  perfectlyclear  and  theoc- 
01  pan  ts  of  the  boat  could  see  for  a  very  long  distance 
around.  Snow  stepped  his  mast  and  then  a  China- 
man climbed  on  to  his  shoulders  to  see  if  he  could 
discover  a  trace  of  the  Retriever,  or  perchance 
any  of  the  other  boats.  Not  a  vestige  of  either 
could  be  seen.  Throughout  lhat  day  the  sealer's 
signal  was  discharged  al  intervals— two  shots  in 
quick  succession — but  the  sounds  attracted  no 
saving  succour.  The  impression  now  became 
almost  assured  lhat  the  other  boals  had  picked  up 
the  schooner  and  the  latter  was  engaged  in  cruising 
around  in  search  of  the  Captain.  Acting  on  this 
presumption,  the  course  was  altered  about  noon- 
day to  S.S.W.,  but  as  llie  afternoon  wore  on 
and  nothing  showed  up  against  the  sky-line, 
Mr.  Snow  gave  himself  up  for  lost.  Not  lost 
to  hope,  by  any  means,  but  lost  for  the  time 
being.  Without  more  ado  he  determined  upon 
seeking  the  land,  and  turned  the  boat's  head 
towards  the  West,  Before  doing  so,  however, 
he  looked  into  the  locker  and  discovered 
lhat  his  water-keg  was  neaily  full,  but  lhat  no 
hard  provisions,  beyond  the  seal-meat,  remained 
aboard.  As  soon  as  sail  was  hoisted  and  the 
little  craft  was  well  under  weigh  to  the  West 
the  castaways  commenced  to  skin  the  seals  that 
they  had  captured — some  twelve  in  all— and  re- 
sei  ving  only  the  best  portions  of  the  flesh,  llie  flip- 
pers, for  food,  and  one  whole  carcase  for  ballast, 
discharged  the  rest  of  their  heavy  and  useless 
cargo.  Their  breakfast  that  morning  had  been 
raw  seal-tongue,  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
proved  very  acceptable,  but  they  determined  to 
improve  on  this  for  the  evening  meal.  All  da}' 
the  weather  continued  clear  and  fine  and  good 
progress  was  made.  As  evening  settled  down  the 
voyagers  broke  the  stern-seals  into  small  pieces 
and  then  dipping  some  paper  into  a  liltle  gun-oil 
which  the  Captain  carried,  a  match  was  applied  1 


and   soon    some    si-al  liioth  was  simmeiing  in  a 
tin  pannikin,  while  succulent  steaks  were  broiled 
upon   the  glowing  embeis.     A   heaily  meal  was 
made,  and  sufficient  lemained  over  for  the  fol- 
lowing day.     As  the  supply  ol  walei  and  fuel  was 
extremely  limited  it  was  lesolved  to  liavi?  only  one 
sq  11.11  e  meal  a  day,  so  as  to  husband  their  re- 
sources.   The  whole  of  the  31  d  of  Api  il  the  little 
boat  was  sailed  on  a  W.N.W.  course,  but  eaily  on 
the  morning  of  ihe  4th  this  had  to  be  alteied  to 
N.VV.  by   W.  by  reason  of  the  direction  of  the 
wind.     It  was  fine  sealing  weather,  and  plenty  of 
seals  weie  seen,  but  the  three  lonely  men  could  not 
stop  for  hunting  now,  the  pressure  of  their  peril 
was  too  gieal.    At  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
wind  changed  to  N.W.  and  a  N.N.E.  coiuse  was 
set.    At  five  o'clock  the  wind  had  hauled  to  the 
N.  and  again  the  course  was  changed,  this  time  to 
the  West.    By  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  boat 
had  run  into  a  calm,  so  the  sail  was  reefed  and  the 
oars  were  gol  out.    The  men  pulled  W.  by  N.  for 
some  lime,  and  then  a  resi  was  taken.   The  morn- 
ing  of  the  5th  opened   fine  and  advantage  was 
taken  to  bioil  some  seal  steaks  over  the  embers 
of  a  wood  fire.    All  day  they  proceeded  W.  by 
N.W.  andweie  anions  packs  of  seals  for  many 
hours.    The  night  which  followed  was  fine  and 
starlight,  and   the  water  glowed  with  a  wonder- 
ful   phosphorescence    on   every  wavelet.  Again 
they  saw  the  dawn   break  over  a  silent  waste 
of  waters  with    no    boat    or  sail  in   sight.  Be- 
fore long  a  W.N.W.  by  W.  breeze  sprang  up, 
raising  a  rough  and  heavy  sea  with  nasty  tide-rips 
everywhere.    Il  was  as  much  as  the  three  could 
do    to   keep    their    frail  baik    head    on   to  the 
waves,  and  pi  event  her  from  being  swamped.  A 
drag  was  constructed  with  a  sail  and  the  boom  and 
gaff,  and  this  broke  the  seas  somewhat  and  thus 
enabled  them  to  ride  out  the  blow.     It  was  a 
misei  able  lime  ;  the  heavy  spray  drenched  the  men 
to  the  skin,  while  llie  wind  proved  bitterly  keen 
to    their   exhausted    limbs.     As    the  afternoon 
advanced  the  wind  moderated,  and  at  5  o'clock 
they  again  made  sail.    But  deliverance  was  close 
at  hand,  and  nearer  than  they  thought,  for  on  ihe 
morning  of  the  sixth  day  out  the  boat  ran  down  close 
under  the  lee  of  a  schooner.    Her  side-lights  were 
out,  but  had  been  obscured  until  the  boat  was  almost 
down  upon  her.   With  a  mighty  shout  the  sail  was 
un  down,  while  to  the  schooner'shail  Captain  Snow 
called  out  "  Lost  boat,"  accompanying  his  call  by 
the  sealer's  signal  of  two  shots.      Very  soon  they 
were  alongside  and  being  lifted  on  board  the  haven 
of  refuge.    Their  boat  and  skins  were  hoisted  up 
and  then  mutual  enquiries  followed.  The  rescuing 
vessel  proved  to  be  the  American  sealing-schooner 
Bowhead,  Captain  Noyes.    A  plentiful  supply  of 
food  and  hot  coffee  was  given  to  the  three  strangely 
found  men,  and  everything  was  done  that  could 
be  done  to  restore  life  and  vigour  to  their  stiffened 
limbs.     The  Bowhead  at  this  time  had  only  26 
seals  on  board  and  the  hunteis  were  feeling  some- 
what downcast.     At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Snow 
they  changed  their  course  at  once  towards  the 
position  in  which  he  supposed  the  Retriever  lay, 
as  he  thought  he  could  guarantee  a  plentitude  of 
seals.     His  advice  was  taken  and  the  first  day  the 
Bowhead's  boats  were  lowered  78  seals  rewarded 
the  venture.    The  rescued  men  remained  on  the 
Bowhead    until  the    morning  of  the  25th  April 
when  the  vessel  drew  near  to  the  coast  of  Nambu. 
When  within  twenty  miles  of  the  shore  Captain 
Snow  with  his  two  Chinese  got  into  their  boat  and 
pulled  for  the  shore,  amid  the  hearty  good  wishes 
of  their  rescuers.    It  was  a  long  pull  to  Yamada 
but  they  arrived  there  about  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon.   At  Yamada  they  rested  for  a  while  and 
then    started    again    on  an  eleven-hour  pull  to 
Miyako,  where  the  police  allowed  them  to  get  on 
board  a  steamer  which  conveyed  ihem  to  Ogino- 
ama.     It  was  from   Miyako  that  Mr.  Snow  des- 
patched his  telegram  to  Yokohama  conveying  the 
news  of  his  safety.    Arrived  at  Oginohama  many 
formalities  were  gone  through  and  the  three  men 
had  eventually  to  go  to  Ishi-no-maki  where  they 
were  detained  two  days,  after  which  they  returned 
to  Oginohama  and  thei  e  caught  the  Nagato  Marti, 
on  board  which  Captain  Olsen  treated  the  wan- 
derers most  hospitably.    The  two  Chinese  acted 
splendidly  thoroughoul,  raising  not  one  murmur 
and  obeying  every  order. 

Mr.  Snow  brings  some  interesting  items  from 
the  off-shore  sealing  grounds.  On  the  20th  April 
the  Bowhead  spoke  the  Canadian  schooner  May 
Belle  who  said  she  had  750  odd  skins  aboard,  she 
also  reported  that  on  the  19th  she  lost  three  boats, 
one  of  which  was  their  Captain,  Sheilds.  The 
mate  was  very  anxious,  and  much  upset  by  losing 
three  of  their  five  boats.  The  Bowhead  consequent- 
ly helped  to  search  for  the  missing  men,  but  up 
to  the  lime  of  Captain  Snow's  departure  no  trace 
of  them  was  found.  The  22nd  of  April  was  bittei  ly 
cold,  with  a  northerly  gale  blowing,  so  the  prospects 
of  the  May  Belle's  men  are  not  hopeful.  The  Qiarles 
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D.  Morgan  tried  to  right  the  over-turned  schooner 
Mascotte,  but  bad  weather  proved  too  inucli 
for  tlie  attempt.  They  found,  liowever,  that  the 
Mascotte's  boats  were  all  laslied  to  the  deck  and 
that  the  main-sail  had  a  double  reef  in  it.  I  he 
Mattie  Dyer  has  passed  a  schooner  bottom-up 
painted  green,  and  with  her  bows  stove  in — name 
unknown.  The  Herman  lost  a  boat,  which  the 
Brenda  subsequently  picked  up.  The  Vera  has 
had  a  boat  smashed.  The  following  catches  are 
reported  -.—Fawn  (25th  April)  a  few  seals  only  ; 
Sayward,  200  odd  ;  Emma  Louise,  300  ;  Sophia 
D.  Sutherland,  600  ;  Allie  J  Algar,  500;  Winches- 
550;  Marvin,  700;  Casco,  790;  Louisa  D., 
Alexandria,   270;    Teresa,  481;  Chishima 


ter, 

500; 


No.  1,  250; 
schooner  67. 


Chishima,  No.  3,  62  ;   a  Japanese 


Cr. — Assets. 

By  Landed  Property  and  Buildings  thereon   $  57.564-5° 

By  Machinery  in  operation    45.697-7° 

By  Plant,  Casks  and  Vats,  and  Corking  and  other 

Machines   31,910.18 

By  Working  Stores,  Malt,  Hops,  etc   35.487-74 

By  Stock  of  Beer  and  Bottles   7°.738-i° 


By  Coal 

By  House  and  Office  Furniture  

By  Petty  Cash  

By  Fire  Iusurance  Policies  Current. 

By  Hakaru  Isono  Loan  Account   

By  Sundry  Debtors  


89.00 
529  3 1 
197.69 
380.22 
6,412.93 
15,341.42 


§154,248.79 


JAPAN  BREWERY  COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


Working  Account. 
Dr.— 31st  March,  1894. 

Interest                                                                  S  3>'oi.20 

Coal   3.4»8-55 

Ground  Rent   3«4-24 

Insurance    1,621.84 

Salaries  and  Wages    16, 137-73 

Samples,  charges,  etc   5.240-84 

Wear  and  Tear   ',2'4'°J 

Discounts',  Commission,  and  Advertising    26,514.18 

Balance  to  Profit  and  Loss  Account   14,281.89 

$  71,872.51 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  sliareholdei s  of 
this  company  was  held  at  the  Brewery  on  Monday 
afternoon.  There  were  present  Mr.  J.  Dodds, 
Chairman,  Messrs.  D.  Fraser,  W.  Gordon,  H. 
Baehr,  H.  Heckert,  C.  W.  Ure,  F.  H.  Trevilhick, 
Y.  Duer,  and  H.  Stewart,  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  notice  calling 
the  meeting, 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  report  and  ac- 
counts for  the  past  twelve  mouths  had  been 
printed  and  circulated  among  shareholder  foi 
some  days,  and  had  also  appeared  in  the  local 
papers.  He  would  propose  that  they  be  taken  as 
read.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  also 
appeared  in  the  local  papers  at  the  time,  and  he 
proposed  that  they  also  be  taken  as  read. 

These  propositions  were  declared  as  carried. 

REPORT  AND  ACCOUNTS. 

The  directors  have  the  pleasure  to  present  the 
accounts  of  the  company  for  the  business  year  ended 
31st  March,  1894. 

The  confidence  they  expressed  in  their  last  report 
that  "  Kirin,"  owing  to  its  acknowledged  superiority  in 
quality  and  purity,  would  continue  to  increase  in 
public  favour,  has  been  fully  justified  by  results,— the 
sales  of  the  past  12  months  exceeding  those  of  any 
previous  year. 

The  profit  from  the  year's  working  has  been  very 
prejudicially  affected  by  the  fall  in  exchange,  as  the 
brewery  uses  only  the  best  German  malt  and  hops. 
With  respect  to  the  future,  the  directors  believe  that 
sales  show  a  tendency  to  further  increase,  whilst  there 
are  many  indications  that  give  rise  to  a  reasonable 
hope  that  exchange  will  not  further  fall  below  the 
figure  of  2s.,  at  which  rate  the  accounts  are  made  up 

The  directors  did  not,  having  regard  to  the  great 
uncertainty  that  existed  last  autumn  with  respect  to 
the  future  of  exchange,  feel  justified  in  declaring  an 
interim  dividend  for  the  first  half-year,  and  regret  if 
shareholders  suffered  any  inconvenience  in  conse- 
quence. They  are  pleased  to  find  that  such  caution 
was  perhaps  unnecessary. 

Th«  balance  at  the  company's  credit  on  profit  and 
loss   account  is  $15,504-75-     Tne  directors  propose 
that  this  sum  be  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 
In  payment  of  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  for  the  year  ...  $12,000.00 

In  payment  t,f  directors'  and  auditor's  fees  

In  payment  of  bonus  to  brewer  and  other  employes 
Balance  carried  forward   


Cr.— 31st  March,  1894. 

Waste  Grains    %  47-|9 

Profit  on  Brewing  Account   71,824.62 


$  7'.°72.Si 


Profit  and  Loss  Account, 
Dr. 

To  Dividends,  Fees,  and  Bonus  Paid    %  14,227.29 

To  Disposable  Balance   i5.5°4-75 


$  29,733.04 


Cr, 

By  Balance  from  period  ended  31st  March,  1893    $  i5>4So.i5 

By  Working  Account   14,281^89 


t  29.733.04 


1st  April,  1894. 

By  Disposable  Balance    $  »5>5°4-75 


Jambs  Stewrat,  Secretary, 
1  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  and  compared  them 
with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities  in  the  possession  of  the 
company,  and  find  them  to  be  correct 


The  Chairman,  in 
report  and  accounts, 


I.47S  57 
829.18 

*iS.S04.7S 

The  directors  have  during  the  year  placed  a  further 
amount  of  $10,000  worth  of  debentures  011  favorable 
terms,  bringing  up  the  total  amount  issued  to  $40,000 
of  the  $50,000  authorized  by  the  shareholders. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  board  of  directors 
during  the  past  year,  which  now  consists  of  Messrs.  J. 
Dodds,  Shibusavva  Yeiichi,  T.  B.  Glover,  H.  Baehr, 
D.  Fraser,  and  W.  Gordon.  The  directors  regret, 
however,  now  to  lose  the  valuable  services  of  Mr. 
Glover  by  removal  to  another  port.  I'he  retiring 
directors  are  Messrs.  J.  Dodds  and  H.  Baehr;  but 
they,  being  eligible,  offer  themselves  for  re-election. 

The  permanent  staff  in  the  company's  employ  re- 
main unchanged,  and  have  given  entire  satisfaction. 

The  auditor,  Mr.  Schwabe,  retires,  but  the  directors 
have  pleasure  in  recommending  his  re-election,  and 
they  propose  also,  with  the  approval  of  the  share- 
holders,  to  secure  a  second  auditor  to  assist  him  in 
his  duties. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Jamus  Stuwart,  Secretary. 

Yokohama,  23rd  April,  1894. 

General  Balance  Sheet  to  31ST  March,  1894. 

Dr. — Liabilities. 

To  1,500  shares  at  $ioo  fully  paid  up    $150,000.00 

To  400  Debentures  at  $100   +°'2!2'2i 

To  Reserve  Fund    10,76 

To  Reserve  Fund  Special   '2,475-7° 

Tc  Prize  Fund   "3-23 

To  Suspense  Account   023.60 

To  Bills  payable  ^1273  4  10  at  2/—    13,732  4' 

To  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation..  7>4°'-°3 

To  Sundry  Creditors    4. 509-39 

To  Prolit'and  Loss  Account   "5. 504-75 


$254,248.79 


R.  S.  Sch wart,  Auditor, 
moving    the  adoption  of 
said — The  12  months  for 
which  we  now  submit  to  you  our  report  have  been 
months  to  the  Directors  of  considerable  anxiety. 
We  have  had  to  contend  with  a  very  keen  com- 
petition on  the  part  of  other  beer  brewed  in  Japan, 
and  we  have  to  do  this  in  the  face  of  a  declining 
exchange,  which  has  necessarily  entailed  a  larger 
expenditure  on   Product    Account,  owing  to  the 
malt  and  hops   used  in  brewing  "  Kirin,''  being 
imported  from  Germany  and  being  of  theveiy 
best  quality  procurable.    It  was  for  these  reasons, 
and   having    before  us    the    uncertainty  of  the 
near  future,  that  we  did  not  consider  ourselves 
justified  in  declaring  the  usual  interim  dividend, 
and  we  hope  that  you  will  think  that  in  so  acting 
we  were  rightly  guided  by  prudential  motives. 
You  will  be  pleased,  I  am  sure,  to  know  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  outlook  of  the 
Brewery  for  the  coming  year  is  distinctly  good 
The  sales  of  the  past  12  months  are  in  excess  of 
those  of  any  similar  period,  which   shows  that 
"  Kirin  "  is  increasing  in  favour,  and  as  experience 
tells  us  that  in  such  a  business  steady  increase  in 
one  year  generally  leads  to  a  further  increase 
the  next,  we  have  reasons  to  hope  that  the  sale  of 
these  12  months  may  exceed  those  of  the  first.  As 
beating  this  out,  I  may  mention  that  our  Secre 
lary  has  just  informed  me  that  our  sales  foi 
the  present  month  are  in  excess  of  the  largest 
month  we    have  ever  had,  even    those   of  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  which  are  usually 
the  months  of  largest  consumption.    With  respect 
to  exchange,  it  would  be   venturesome  to  make 
any  prediction,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  taking  a 
very  sanguine  estimate  to  say  the  chances  are 
favour  of  the  average  rate  between  this  and 
next  April  being  over  2/—,  the  rate  at  which  the 
accounts  now  before  you  are  made  up,  rather  than 
under  that  rate.    It  is  not,  I  think,  necessary  to'go 
through  the  accounts  item  by  item.    They  speak 
sufficiently  for  themselves,  and  any  detailed  in- 
formation that  shareholders  may  desire  can  always 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Secretary  at  the 
Company's  offices.    I  would,  however,  refer  for  a 
moment  to  one  item,  that  appearing  as  a  "  Special 
Reserve  Fund."    This  results  from  a  complete  re- 
modelling and  re-statement  of  Property,  Build- 
ing,  Machinery,  and  Plant  Accounts  from  the 
first  year  of   the    Brewery's   operations,  which 
the  directors  thought  it  expedient  to  make  in 
view  of  the  course  and  fluctuation  of  Exchange, 
combined  with  a  regular  system  of  writing  off 
depreciation   from  year  to  year,  which  has  not 
hitherto  existed.     This  account  now  shows  the 
dollar  balance  between  the  value  of  the  Com- 
pany's property  at  present  rate  of  exchange  and 
the  book  value  as  entered  at  dates  of  purchase 
and  after  making  full  allowance  for  depreciation. 
The  balance,  depending  on  the  sterling  rate  at 
which  the  accounts  of  machinery  and  other  im- 
ports are  made  up,  is  kept  as  a  special  fund  to 


meet  any  future  flucualions  in  exchange.    In  a 
business   such  as  that  of  a  brewery,  and  more 
especially  when  carrying  on  business  over  so  ex- 
tended an  area,  the  shareholders  are,  if  so  willing, 
individually  able  to  give  great  assistance  to  the 
management  by  keeping  the  Secretary  informed  of 
any  facts    that   come  to  their  knowledge  that 
it  may  be  to  the  Company's  interests  he  should 
know.    Previous  solicitations  for  such  assistance 
have  scarcely  met  with  the  response  the  directors 
could  have  wished,  and  they  wouid  remind  share- 
holders that  they  have  it  thus  in  their  power  to 
assist  in  increasing  the  dividend  paying  power  of 
ihe  Company.    The  Company's  staff  has  woiked 
thoroughly  well,  and  is  deserving  of  your  best 
thanks.    It  would  be  to  some  extent  invidious  to 
mention  names,  and  I  there  refrain  from  doing  so, 
but  I  desire  to  draw  special  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  no  fault  of  theirs  that  the  present  ac- 
counts do  not  show  a  better  return  than  any  pre- 
vious balance-sheet.    It  is  sufficient  for  them  and 
for  you  to  know,  as  a  measure  of  their  services, 
that  such  would  have  been  the  case  had  exchange 
kept  where  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
These  remarks  with  respect  to  the  Company's 
staff  apply  equally  to  the  Company's  General 
Agents  in  Japan.    Since  the  report  was  drawn  up 
we  have  heard  from  Mr.  Glover  that  he  is  shortly 
to  be  up  in  Tokyo  to  remain  for  some  little  time, 
and  as  it  is  desirable  to  retain  his  valuable  services 
as  long  as  possible,  the  directors  propose  to  ask  him 
to  retain  his  seat  at  the  Board  for  the  time  being. 
Thinking  that  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  state  of  affairs  as  shown  by  the 
accounts,  I  beg  formally  to  move  their  adoption 
as  well  as  that  of  the  accompanying  report. 

Mr.  Ure  seconded,  and  in  doing  so,  said  that 
the  shareholders  should  feel  very  gratified  at  the 
result  of  the  year's  working. 

The  Chairman — The  report  and  accounts  aie 
now  before  the  meeting.  If  any  shareholder 
desires  any  information  in  regard  to  them  the 
Directors  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  answer  them 
to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

There  being  no  question,  the  motion  was  put  to 
the  meeting  and  carried. 

The  Chairman — The  next  business  before  the 
neeting  is  the  filling  of  vacancies  upon  the  Board 
of  Directors  ;  myself  and  Mr.  Baehr  retire  by  rota- 
tion but  offer  ourselves  for  re-election.  Mr.  Glover 
has  not  formally  resigned,  and  as  I  have  already 
announced  the  Board  have  asked  him  to  remain 
upon  their  body. 

Mr.  Urf, — I  beg  to  propose  the  reelection  of 
the  retiring  directors. 

Mr.  Duer — I  second  the  proposition.— Carried. 
The  Chairman — The  next  thing  before  us  is 
the  reappointment  of  our  auditor.  The  directors 
ask  shareholders  to  leave  to  the  Board  the  question 
of  the  election  of  a  second  auditor  to  such  lime  as 
circumstances  are  suitable.  Mr.  Schwabe  has 
been  our  auditor  ever  since  the  conception  of  the 
company,  and  during  that  lime  has  rendered  us 
valuable  services.  The  Board  therefore  suggest 
his  reappointment. 

Mr.  Trevithick — I  propose  the  reappointment 
of  Mr.  Schwabe  as  auditor. 

Mr.  Duer — I  second  him. — Carried. 
The  Chairman — Mr.  Fraser  has  suggested,  in 
connection  with  the  remaiks  I  let  fall  just  now, 
that  it  would  be  as  well  to  take  a  special  vote  to 
give  your  directors  legal  power  in  regard  to  the 
selection  and  appointment  of  a  second  auditor. 
We  have  two  or  three  gentlemen  in  our  minds, 
but  we  have  not  yet  ascertained  whether  any  of 
them  would  care  to  take  up  the  labour  attendant 
upon  the  position. 

Mr.  Duer — I  propose  that  the  Directors  have 
power  to  appoint  a  second  auditor  at  such  time  as 
they  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  Ure  seconded. — Carried. 
The  Chairman  said  that  that  concluded  all  the 
business  which  the  Directors  proposed  to  bring 
before  them.    The  dividend  warrants  would  be 
ready  the  next  day/ — (Applause.) 

Mr.  Duer — 1  propose  a  vole  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Mr.  Trevithick — I  have  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  that  vote. — Cariied. 

The  Chairman  in  fitting  phrase  acknowledged 
the  compliment  and  the  meeting  closed. 


The  good  service  pension  of  £150  a  year  for 
captains,  rendered  vacant  by  the  promotion  of 
Rear-Admiral  Rodney  M.  Lloyd,  C.B.,  has  been 
conferred  upon  Captain  George  W.  Hand,  R.N., 
at  present  in  cemtnand  of  the  Aurona.  Captain 
Hand  saw  service  during  the  war  with  China,  and 
in  the  Naval  Brigade  was  present  at  the  capture 
of  Canton,  the  taking  of  the  Taku  forts,  and  at  the 
storming  of  Namtow. 


May  5,  1894.] 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


539 


H.B.M.  SUPREME  CO  CRT  SHANGHAI 


ON   APPEAL   PROM   H.B.M.  S  COURT   FOR  JAPAN,  AT 
KANAGAWA. 


Before  N.  J.  Uannbn,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice,  and 
Gkokgk  Jamibsoni  Esq.,  Assistant  Judge. 
Monday,  April  23rd. 

Betwben  Tsunk  Kijima  and  othbrs,  Plain 
TIFFS   and    Appellants,   and   the  Pen 
insular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Defendants  and  Respondents 
Judgment  was  delivered  this  morning  in  this 
case,  which  was  an  appeal  by  Tsune  Kijima  and 
others,  the  next-of-kin  of  the  men  diowned  in  the 
collision  which  look  place  between  the  Chishima 
Kan  and    the   Ravenna    in  the  Inland  Sea 
November,  1892,  to  discharge  the  order  made  by 
H.B.M. 's  Court  for  Japan  on  the  131I1  of  Decem- 
ber, 1893,  which  dismissed  the  petition  by  the  said 
Tsune  Kijima  and  others. 

The  appeal  was  heard  on  the  16th  nit.  when 
the  plaintiffs  and  appellants  put  in  a  written 
argument  drawn  up  by  their  counsel,  Mr.  A.  B. 
Walford;  Mr.  J.  F.  Lowder  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Siokes 
then  appeared  for  the  defendents  and  respondents, 
but  Mr.  Lowder  having  left  for  Japan,  Mr.  Stokes 
was  now  present  alone. 

The  Chief  Justice,  in  delivering  judgment,  said  : 
— The  decision  of  this  appeal  depends  upon  this 
short  question  : — "  In  Rule  39  of  the  Rules  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  China  and  Japan,  is  the  woid 
may  to  be  read  as  shall  ?"   The  defendants  and  re- 
spondents rely  principally  upon  the  case  of  Julius 
v.  Bishop  of  Oxford,  and  undoubtedly  the  law 
upon  the  subject  was  very  fully  considered  in  that 
case.    The  words  there  to  be  considered  were  "  it 
shall  be  lawful;"  here  we  have  to  consider  the 
word  "  may," — but  all  the  remarks  and  argu- 
ments   will)    regard    to    "  it   shall    be    lawful  " 
are   equally   applicable   to    the    word    "  may." 
Lord    Cairns    says: — "The   words  'it   shall  be 
lawful  '  are  not  equivocal.    They  are  plain  and 
unambiguous.    They  are  words  merely  making 
that  legal  and  possible  which  there  would  other- 
wise be  no  l  ight  or  authority  to  do.    They  confer 
a  faculty  01  power,  and  they  do  not  of  themselves 
do  more  than  confer  a  faculty  or  power.  But  there 
may  be  something  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  em- 
powered to  be  done,  something  in  the  object  for 
which  it  is  to  be  done,  something  in  the  conditions 
under  which  it  is  to  be  done,  something  in  the  title 
of  the  person  or  persons  for  whose  benefit  the  power 
is  to  be  exercised,  which  may  couple  the  power 
with  a  duty,  and  make  it  the  duty  of  the  person 
in  whom  the  power  is  reposed  to  exercise  that 
power  when  callel  upon  to  do  so.     And  the  words 
•  it  shall  be  lawful  '  being  according  to  their  natural 
meaning  permissive  or  enabling  words  only,  it  lies 
upon  those,  as  it  seems  to  me,  who  contend  that 
an  obligation  exists  to  exercise  this  power,  to  show 
in  the  circumstances  of  the  case  something  which, 
according  to  the  principles  I  have  mentioned, 
creates  this  obligation."    He  then  goes  on  to  the 
consideration  of  the  cases  in  which,  when  a  power 
was  conferred,  it  was  held  that  there  was  a  duty  to 
exercise  that  power.  Lord  Penzance  says  :■— "  The 
words  'it  shall  be  lawful '  are  distinctly  words  of 
permission  only — they  are  enabling  and  empower 
ing  words.    They  confer  a  legislative  right  and 
power  on  the  individual  named  to  do  a  particular 
thing,  and  the  true  question  is  not  whether  they 
mean  something  different,  but   whether,  regard 
being  had  to  the  person  so  enabled,  to  the  subject 
matter,  to  the  general  objects  of  the  statute,  and 
to  the  person  or  class  of  persons  for  whose  benefit 
the  power  may  be  intended  to  have  been  conferred, 
they  do,  or  do  not,  create  a  duty  in  the  person  on 
whom  it  is  conferred,  to  exercise  it.     If  the  matter 
were  to  be   decided  by    previous  definitions,  I 
should  prefer  that  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Jervis, 
who  said  in  the  case  of  Reg.  v  York  and  North  Mid- 
land Railway,  that  such  words  as  'it  shall  be  lawful' 
were  '  to  be  understood  as  permissive  only,  unless 
some  absurdity  of  injustice  would  follow  from  giving 
them  that  their  natural  meaning.'  "    He  also  went 
on  to  consider  the  cases,  and  continued  : — "  In  all 
these  instances  the  courts  decided  that  the  power 
conferred  was  one  which  intended  by  the  legisla- 
ture to  be  exercised  ;  and  that  although  the  statute 
in  terms  had  only  conferred  a  power,  the  circum- 
stances were  such  as  to  create  a  duty.    In  other 
words  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  courts  in 
these  cases  was  this,  that  regard  being  had  to  the 
subject  matter,  to  the  position  and  character  of  the 
person  empowered,  to  the  general  objects  of  the 
statute,  and  above  all  to  the  position  and  rights  of 
the  person,  or  class  of  persons,  for  whose  benefit 
the  power  was  conferred,  the  exercise  of  any  dis- 
cretion by  the  person  empowered  could  not  have 
been  intended.    If  the  idea  of  a  discretion  had  not 
been  excluded  in  these  cases  by  the  requirements 


ap- 


01  justice,  and  other  general  consideration!,  the 
com  is  could  not  have  held  that  to  be  compulsory 
which  the  legislature  had  described  in  terms 
enabling  and  permissive  only."      Lord  Selbotne 

says: — "The  language  (certainly  found  in  autho- 
rities entitled  to,  very  high  respect)  which  speaks 
of  the  words  '  it  shall  be  lawful,  '  and  the  like, 
when    used    in  public   statutes,   as  ambiguous, 
and  susceptible  (according    to   ceitain  rules  of 
construction)  of  a  discretionary  or  an  obligatory 
sense,    is  in  my    opinion  inaccurate.      I  agiee 
with   my  noble  and   learned  fiiends   who  have 
preceded   me,   that   the  meaning   of  such  woids 
is  the  same,  whether  theie   is  or  is  not  a  duly  or 
obligation  to  use  the  power  which  they  confer. 
They  are  potential,  and    never   (in  themselves) 
significant    of    any    obligation.      The  question 
whether  a  judge  or    public  officer,   to  whom  a 
power  is  given   by  such  woids,  is  bound  to  use 
it  upon  any  particular  occasion,  or  in  any  par- 
ticular  manner,    must  be  solved  aliunde,  and, 
in  general,   it  is  lo  be  solved  from  the  context, 
from  the  particular  provisions,  or  from  the  general 
scope  and  objects  of  the  enactment  conferring  the 
power."    Lord  Blackbui  11  says  : — "  I  do  not  think 
the  words  'it  shall  be  lawful'  are  in  themselves 
ambiguous  at  all.    They  are  apt  words  words  to  ex- 
press that  a  power  is  given  ;  and  as, priynd facie,  the 
donee  of  a  power  may  either  exercise  it  or  leave  it 
unused,  it  is  not  inaccurate  to  say  that,  primd 
facie,  they  are  equivalent  to  saying  that  the  donee 
may  do  it,  but  if  the  object  for  which  the  power  is 
confined  is  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  right, 
there  may  -be  a  duty  cast  on  the  donee  of  the  power 
to  exercise  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  that 
right,  when  required  on  their  behalf." 

From  all  these  opinions — and  I  have  quoted  all 
the  Lords  who  spoke — it  appears  that  such  words 
as  "  it  shall  be  lawful"  and  "may"  are  merely 
permissive,  and  whether  the  judicial  officer  having 
the  power  is  bound  to  exercise  it,  is  for  the 
plicant  to  make  out  aliunde. 

Reading  the  Rule  by  the  light  of  these  authori- 
ties, we  think  that  it  merely  gave  a  discretion,  and 
that  there  was  no  intention  lo  confer  by  the  Rule 
itself  any  right  which  the  defendants  did  not  al- 
eady  possess.  If  the  defendants  can  show  that 
they  have  any  right  to  have  the  petition  in  its 
presmt  form  dismissed,  then  they  may  apply  to 
the  Court  to  exercise  its  discretion  in  their  favour, 
and  the  Court  will  be  bound  to  do  so. 

Have  the  applicants  then  made  out  aliunde 
that  they  have  such  a  right?  In  order  to  deter- 
mine this  we  must  look  at  the  general  rules  and 
principles  of  pleading  as  provided  for  either  by 
the  Rules  of  this  Court,  or  where  they  are  silent, 
by  the  Rules  of  Judicature  in  England.  It  is  ad 
milted  that  there  is  no  Rule  of  this  Court  farther 
than  the  particular  section  quoted  that  applies, 
and  the  only  question  is  whether  the  defendants 
have  such  a  light  under  the  Rules  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  which  they  are  at  liberty  to 
invoke  under  Rule  339. 

At  the  time  Rule  39  was  drawn  up  there  were 
cases  in  which  two  or  more  causes  of  suit  not  by 
and  against  the  same  parties  might  be  joined  in 
one  petition  (e.g.  creditors'  and  legatees'  actions 
and  various  Admiralty  actions)  ;  there  were  other 
cases  in  which  according  to  their  Rules  of  plead- 
ing this  could  not  be  done.  The  Rule  intended 
that  the  Court  should  dismiss  the  petition  in  the 
latter  case  and  should  exercise  a  judicial  dis 
cretion  in  the  former.  Since  that  time,  however, 
the  Rules  of  pleading  have  been  altered. 

By  Order  XVI.  "  All  persons  may  be  joined  as 
plaintiffs  in  whom  the  right  to  any  relief  claimed 
is  alleged  to  exist  whether  jointly,  severally,  or  in 
the  alternative,"  and  the  principles  upon  which 
Courts  in  England  allow  several  plaintiffs,  though 
alleging  distinct  causes  of  action,  to  join  in  one 
petition  have  been  fully  set  out  in  the  recent 
case  of  Hannay  v.  Smurthwaite  (L.R.  1893, 
22.  B.  412).  We  think  that  on  the  principles 
there  laid  down  this  case  is  one  of  a  class 
in  which  the  several  plaintiffs  may  properly 
be  joined.  The  light,  therefore,  which  the  de- 
fendants would  have  had  under  the  old  Rules  of 
pleading  lo  ask  to  have  the  petition  dismissed  is 
gone.  It  is  now,  we  think,  a  matter  for  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Court  either  to  dismiss  the  petition 
or  to  allow  it  to  proceed  as  seems  most  expedient 
for  securing  substantial  justice  between  the  parties. 
The  petition  is  no  longer  "defective"  in  point  of 
form  as  it  would  previously  have  been,  and  may 
be  allowed  to  stand  if  otherwise  expedient. 

The  position  is  shortly  this.  The  burden  lies 
on  the  defendants  to  show  that  words,  which  in 
their  natural  and  ordinary  meaning  are  permis- 
sive merely,  must  be  read  in  their  favour,  and  in  no 
other  way.  They  have  to  show  that  they  have  an 
absolute  right  to  call  upon  the  Court  to  exercise  the 
power  conferred  on  it  by  Rule  39  in  the  way  they 
ask,  viz.,  by  dismissing  the  petition.  We  think 
they  have  failed  to  show  this.    We  cannot  find  in 


the  Rules  ol  this  Court,  in  any  stalule,  01  in  any 
Rule  of  pleading  now  in  foice  in  England  any 
absolute  light  such  as  I  hey  contend  foi. 

We  therefore  think  that  the  Court  had  a  disae- 
lion  in  this  case,  and  we  also  think  that  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  discretion  »hould 
beexeicised  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  appeal 
must  therefore  be  allowed  with  costs. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
this  decision  to  icfer  to  the  case  of  Scott  v.  For- 
rester, but  as  that  case  was  tefened  to  on  both 
sides  we  think  it  well  lo  say  how  far  we  agiee 
with  it.  All  that  the  learned  Judge  decided 
in  that  case  was  that  when  a  matter  or  pio- 
cedure  was  by  our  Rules  left  to  his  opinion  that 
opinion  should'  |fe  guided  by  the  practice  which 
for  the  time  being  prevailed  in  England.  To 
that  extent  we  entirely  agree  with  the  case.  But 
the  learned  Judge  used  language  which  has  been 
construed  to  go  far  beyond  that  decision  and 
which  has  been  quoted  lo  prove  that  the  Court 
may  pass  over  its  own  Rules  altogether  in 
favour  of  improvements  and  simplifications  re- 
cently introduced  in  England.  We  do  not 
think  that  was  the  intention  of  the  learned  Judge, 
if  it  was,  we  cannot  agree  with  him.  So  long 
as  (he  matter  is  one  for  which  provision  is  made 
in  our  Rules  those  Rules  should  be  followed.  In 
matters  where  our  Rules  have  made  no  provision, 
or  where  there  is  a  discretion  left  to  the  Court, 
the  practice  at  home  may  then  be  followed. 

The  appeal  was  allowed  accordingly,  with  costs 
— JV.-C.  Daily  News. 


IN  THE  TOKYO  KOSO-IN. 


Before  Chief  Justice  Mayeda  Kokai,  President; 
and  Associate  Judges  Kitakai,  Shiono,  Haniu, 
and  Itagaki.— Thursday,  May  3rd,  1894. 


NEWORIENTAL  BANK,  LTD.,  IN  LIG.  V.  A.  M.  APCAR. 

This  case  came  up  for  hearing  this  moining  on 
Appeal  from  the  Yokohama  Chiho  Saibansho,  for 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Donald  Fraser,  and  arguments 
by  Counsel  on  facts  elicited  from  his  examination 
and  the  case  in  general. 

The  Appellant  was  represented  by  Messrs. 
Sawada  and  Kikuchi  Takeo,  while  Mr.  Masujima 
appeared  for  the  Respondents. 

Mr.  Donald  Fraser  said,  in  reply  lo  the  Court, 
that  he  resided  at  No.  143,  Bluff.  He  was  forty- 
two  years  of  age,  and  Manager  of  the  National 
Bank  of  China.  Was  in  no  way  related  to  the 
parties  to  the  suit,  nor  did  he  hold  the  relationship 
of  guardian  between  the  parties. 

On  the  Japanese  form  of  oath — "  I  declare  upon 
my  conscience  that  I  shall  tell  the  truth  ;  and  shall 
conceal  nothing,  nor  add  nothing  " — being  pie- 
senied  to  witness,  and  asked  whether  he  had  any 
ohjeciion  to  signing  it,  he  replied  in  the  negative. 
He  then  signed  the  document,  the  Court  also  cau- 
tioning him  as  to  the  punishment  for  not  speaking 
the  truth. 

By  the  Court — Have  you  been  in  the  service  of- 
the  New  O. B.C.?— Yes. 

From  what  period  ? — From  the  inception  of  the 
bank  to  the  31st  January,  1892. 

Did  you  do  business  with  M.  Z.  Martin  of 
India  ?— No,  none  whatever.  He  came  to  Japan 
several  times  and  drew  money  from  the  bank  on 
a  Letter  of  Credit,  but  never  did  any  business. 

Has  Martin  ever  drawn  money  from  the  New 
O.  B.C.?— Yes. 

What  is  meant  by  a  Letter  of  Credit? — It  is  a 
document  enabling  the  holder  to  draw  money  from 
place  to  place.  We  gave  Martin  money  against 
his  Letter  of  Credit,  but  not  on  account  of  any 
business.  We  paid  him  money  on  a  Letter  of 
Credit  from  a  bank  in  India. 

In  whose  name  was  the  money  paid  out  ?— In 
Martin's,  to  his  order. 

Did  you  ask  Apcar  to  enforce  a  claim  for  $6,6oo 
against  Martin? — No,  I  don't  remember  that  I  did. 

Did  you  ask  Apcar  lo  take  legal  proceedings 
against  Martin? — No,  but  I  advined  him  to  take 
such  proceedings. 

Did  you  give  such  advice? — Probably  I  did. 
Did  you  give  such  advice  as  manager  of  the 
bank  ? — No,  not  as  manager. 

The  Interpreter  was  here  dispensed  with,  and 
Mr.  Kikuchi  went  on  with  the  examination  direct. 
—  Do  you  know  Martin  ? — Yes. 

From  what  time? — From  about  10  or  12  years 
ago;  he  travelled  in  Japan  about  that  time,  and  I 
knew  him  then.  I  met  him  two  or  three  times  in 
Yokohama  ;  that  was  when  he  came  for  money  and 
had  no  more  attention  paid  him  than  anyone  else. 
I  have  been  to  his  house.  I  don't  remember  when 
I  made  Apcar's  acquaintance,  probably  I  first  met 
him  with  Mai  tin,  from  which  time  we  did  busi- 
ness together.  Only  ordinary  bank  business  was 
done  with  him,  but  I  had  so  many  transactions 


540 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[May  5,  1894. 


of  a  similar  kind  that  I  do  not  remember  Hie 
particulars  of  the  business  with  Apcar.  He  must 
have  been  given  a  cheque  book  in  the  usual 
course.  It  was  in  my  discretion  as  Manager  to 
give  cheque  books  to  whoever  I  pleased. 

Is  it  the  custom  of  the  bank  to  hand  cheque- 
books to  anyone  who  ask  for  them  ?— It  is  within 
the  discretion  of  the  Manager  to  give  a  cheque- 
book to  whoever  he  likes. 

When  you  gave  the  cheque-book  to  Apcar,  did 
lie  have  any  deposit  in  the  bank  or  a  guarantee— 
whether  he  had  given  any  security  before  he  took 
out  the  cheque-book  ? — I  cannot  tell  at  present 
from  memory,  some  arrangement  must  have  been 
made  as  the  goods  were  hypothecated  to  the 
bank. 

Do  you  recognise  the  documents  which  1  now 
show  you  as  a  transcript  from  the  books  of  the 
bank  ? — I  presume  it  is  correct.  It  is  written  by 
Mr.  Hall,  an  officer  of  the  bank.  I  consider  it 
correct,  although  it  wai  written  after  my  time. 

Is  it  customary  for  a  bank  to  allow  a  man  to 
draw  such  large  amounts  as  indicated  without 
having  put  in  a  sufficient  deposit  ?— There  is  no 
custom  in  banking  business,  everything  is  entirely 
at  the  direction  of  the  Manager  of  the  bank. 

Do  you  often  allow  a  man  you  have  not  known 
before,  who  has  made  no  deposit  or  security,  to 
draw  money  by  cheques  ?— This  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  present  case,  but  he  can  do  so  for  good 
reasons  ;  the  goods  are  put  into  his  own  godowns 
and  hypothecated  to  the  bank.  That  must  have 
been  the  case  then,  for  when  the  goods  weie 
shipped  bills  were  drawn  against  them.  Cheques 
were  drawn  against  the  goods  first.  I  am  only 
speaking  fiom  memory,  but  I  think  what  I  am 
saying  is  correct. 

Can  you  not  recollect  the  exact  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangement made  with  Apcar?— No,  I  cannot.  If 
I  had  all  the  documents  of  the  bank  I  could 
answer  your  question,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  I 
acted  as  detailed  above. 

Mr.  Kikuchi — We  don't  want  your  opinion,  we 
want  facts.  . 

Mr.  Fraser— You  must  gel  some  idea  from  the 
best  of  my  recollection. 

Doyou  remember  what  arrangements  were  made 
between  you  and  Apcar  and  Martin.  How  did 
you  allow  Apcar  to  draw  money  without  docu- 
ments—He must  have  had  some.  I  did  business 
with  Apcar.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  intro- 
duced by  Martin,  but  I  have  seen  them  together. 

When  Apcar  drew  cheques  from  the  bank,  who 
gave  you  documents  of  hypothecation  ?— Apcar. 
Only  Apcar? — Yes,  it  was  his  account. 
Did  Apcar  make  a  deposit  for  the  drawing  of 
cheques  for  goods  to  Martin  ? — I  don't  know.  He 
may  have  been  drawing  for  others,  as  you  will 
see  on  reference  to  the  accounts  as  shown  in  this 
document  (face  of  hank  ledger).  ^ 

Is  it  customary  to  mention  other  people  s  ac- 
counts ?— As  I  have  already  said,  there  is  no 
custom  ;  eveiy  case  stands  on  it*  own  merits. 

When  did  Apcar  ask  you  if  he  could  hand  ship- 
ping documents  to  Mr.  Martin  ?— He  did  so  once, 
when  he  sent  the  documents  to  Martin  without 
my  pe.  mission  and  then  told  me.  He  never  asked 
me,  and  I  would  never  have  allowed  Kim  as  I  would 
have  lost  my  seem  ity  had  I  done  so. 

Do  you  remember  ever  promising  Apcar  to  buy 
Clean  bills  on  Mai  tin?— No,  I  don't  remember. 

At  the  time  you  allowed  him  to  draw  cheques, 
did  you  not  allow  him  to  draw  clean  bills?— No. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Masujima— You  Mid, 
in  answer  to  questions  on  the  other  side,  you  allow- 
ed goods  to  be  purchased  and  handed  over  to  you 
on  letters  of  hypothecation.  What  is  this  docu- 
ment?—A  letter  of  hypothecation. 

You  allowed  Apcar  to  draw  money  for  the  hist 
time  on  the  6th  July.  You  allowed  him  to  over- 
draw, then  purchase  goods  and  take  out  a  letter 
of  hypothecation.  This  document  may  he  signed 
immediately  or  some  days  later?— Yes.  Arrange- 
mentscan  fi.sl  be  made  verbally  and  then  docu- 
ments given. 

I  notice  that  in  the  Bank  account  8  per  cent, 
interest  is  charged.  Was  that  the  customary  late 
then  and  now  ?— There  is  no  custom. 

Is  there  no  current  rale  of  interest  ?— No,  the 
current  rale  is  always  by  arrangement,  otherwise 
Apcar  would  have  objected  lo  the  8  per  cent,  being 
charged.  The  discretion  of  the  Manager  is  very 
often  exercised  in  the  way  it  was  done  in  the  case 
of  Apcar.  . 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Kikuchi— There  are  seve- 
ral bills  mentioned  in  this  account.  Do  they 
represent  the  full  amounts  mentioned  on  the  face 
of  the  bill,  or  do  they  show  discount  ? — I  cannot 
tell  from  his  account,  they  may  have  been  both, 
but  the  sterling  bills  show  for  themselves.  The 
30  per  cent,  you  point  out  is  not  a  discount  but  a 
margin — 30  per  cent,  discount  is  unheard  of. 
This  was  all  the  verbal  evidence  required  of  Mr. 


Fraser.  He  was  then  informed  by  the  Court  In- 
terpreter that  he  could  leave. 

Counsel  for  both  sides  then  entered  into  lengthy 
arguments  in  support  of  documentary  evidence 
bi  ought  loi  ward  by  them,  both  sides  traversing  the 
case  from  the  very  outset  until  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Fraser,  at  which  stage  there  was  a  recess  of 
about  fifteen  minutes. 

On  resuming,  after  some  further  arguments  and 
addresses  by  Counsel, 

The  Court  reserved  judgment  until  noon  on  the 
8th  hist. 


PAUL  ANJIRO; 
or  the  Introduction  of  Christianity 
(Roman  Catholicism)  in  Japan. 

 ♦  

translated  and  abridged  by  g.  k.  dibnst. 

(CONTINUED  FROM  SATURDAY.) 

V. 

Xavier  endeavoured,  by  all  possible  means,  to 
pu.suade  the  lord  to  change  his  decrees,  so  'a*'"}' 
made,  but  because  of  the  threatening  attitude  of 
the  Buddhists  the  loid  hardened  himself  and  re- 
fused the  petitions  of  Xavier. 

The  saint  then  resolved  to  open  a  new  held  ot 
labour  in  some  other  province.  Before  taking  his 
departure,  he  assembled  the  members  of  the 
church  and  arranged  with  them  to  support  this 
first  church,  thegerm  of  Christianity  in  Japan,  and 
by  their  exertions  keep  it  in  a  flourishing  condi 
lion.  He  cautioned  them  with  reference  to  the 
dangers  with  which  they  were  surrounded,  and 
exhoited  them  to  believe  firmly  in  the  doctrines 
they  had  received,  and  never  to  waver.  He  gave 
them  several  religious  books— the  Life  of  Jesus,  a 
concordance,  aworkon  mental  philosophy— wh ich 
he  himself  had  translated,  and  entrusted  all  the 
affaiis  and  management  of  the  church  to  Paul. 
He  then  left  them  with  the  promise  that,  if  the 
time  should  come  that  the  lord  would  become  more 
tranquil  he  would  visit  them  again. 

This  first  church  has  now  lost  her  father,  her 
shepherd,  who  taught  the  members  the  mysteries 
of  the  doctrines  they  believed.    This  flock  was  left 
among  a  multitude  of   wolves,  the  lambs  were 
surrounded  by  threatening  heathen  who  desired 
to  exterminate  the  small  plant  by  plucking  it  out 
by  the  roots.    It  is  marvelous  that  they  held  to 
their  faith  amidst  such  persecutions.    Among  this 
flock  none  deserved  more  pity  than  Paul,  who  was 
compelledafler  six  months,  to  flee  from  the  country. 
He  was  a  sort  of  bishop  in  the  church,  Xavier  s 
substitute,  bearing   all  the  burdens  of  preaching 
and  the  management  of  the  church  which  demand- 
ed incessant  care  and  great    prudence;  but  he 
could  not  endure  the  bodily  injuries  and  unrelent- 
ing persecutions  of  the  Buddhists,  and  fled,  lhe 
members  were  dependent  on  him.     His  departure 
threatened    disaster.      But    they    were  divinely 
strengthened  and  guided,  and  were  a  people  o 
great  faith,  insomuch   that  they  soon  obtained 
considerable  influence  over  the  people,  and  with 
out    a   leader,  led   more    than   five  hundred  to 
Christianity  in  less  than  thirteen  years,     lhe  lord 
or  his  son,  it  is  not  clearly  staled  which,  w.ote 
a  letter  lo  Algunus  Corlas,  the  high  priest  ot  the 
mission  in  India,  making  mention  of  the  righteous 
work  of  the  believers    and  begged    that  some 
teache.s  be  sent  lo  Japan  to  lead  the  people,  and 
expressed    the    opinion    that    a     would  become 
converted  and  be  Christians.    When  Xavier  left 
Kagoshima,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  school  in 
India  in  which  he  made  mention  of  all  the  events 
that  occurred  on  his  journey  and  the  work  he  did 
in  lapan.    He  also  niade  mention  of  the  many 
things  which  interested  him   when  he  came  to 
Tapan      One  thing  that  surprised  him  was  that, 
lhe  Japanese  were  not  ashamed  to  do  some  things 
which  we  (Europeans)  consider  evil.    This  is  be- 
cause their  ancestors  did  not  consider  such  things 
unlawful,  practiced  them  in  public    and  which 
.binns  ultimately  became  a  habit.    Another  thing 
which  seemed  strange  to  him,  was  their  reverence 
to  Buddhist  priests.    They  a,e  often  licentious 
and  unrighteous  and  yet  reveience  the  p.  lest  as  a 
eod,  and  implicitly  obey  what  he  commands. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  letler  he  says  :— Japan, 
after  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  was  very 
much  criticised.    The  people,  however,  began  to 
believe  and  enjoy  our  doctrine,  hence  I  write  this 
letter  to  my  Alma  Mater  in  Europe,  begging  the 
same  lo  send  some  learned,  talented  man  here, 
skilled  in  preaching  and  capable  of  leading  the 
people.    Every  one  in  Europe  loves  me  and  looks 
upon  me  as  a  child  of  that  country,  therefore  I 
make  this  petition.    If  some  one  will  come  and 
help  me,  come  with  the  armour  of  faith  and  in  the 
glory  of  our  Lord,  and  for  the  purpose  of  impart- 
ing spi.itual  happiness,   I  will  briefly  stale  the 
means  by  which  we  can  successfully  propagate  the 
power  of  our  doctrine.     If  we  can  succeed  m  pro- 


mulgating our  religion  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances here,  lhe  blessings  of  God  will  rest  on  me 
and  my  work.  Report  these  glad  tidings  to 
Evangelists  who  are  labouring  for  the  conversion 
of  the  heathen.  Lei  us  shine  among  the  dark 
regions  of  Japan  and  China,  let  light  be  shed  on 
these  expansive  lands  and  thus  lead  them  out  of 
daikness.  China  is  about  ten  days  journey  from 
Japan.  The  Emperois  of  China  and  Japan  com- 
mune with  each  other.  The  Japanese  Empeior 
keeps  the  seal  of  China,  therefore,  if  we  gain  favour 
with  the  Emperor  of  China  we  can  readily  gain 
entrance  into  Japan." 

Xavier  now  left  Kagoshima.    He  knew  thai  the 
Pot  lugese  ships  were  at  anchor  at  Hirato  and  thai 
the  lord  of  Hirato  was  at  enmity  with  the  lord  of 
Kagoshima,  the  persecutor.    He  hoped  to  obtain 
favour  with  lhe  lord  of  Hirato  because  of  his 
enmity  with  the  lord  of  Kagoshima.    He  went  by 
sea,  and  when  about  six  ri  away,  he  came  to  a 
city.    The  mayor  of  that  city  was  named  Ikau 
and  was  an  assistant  (ally)  to  the  lord  of  Kago- 
shima.   His  castle  is  built  on  a  huge  rock  on  the 
crest  of  a  hill,  sur  rounding  which  there  is  a  moat. 
This  moat,  said  the  Spanish   Captain,  is  built 
as  a  protection  from    enemies.     The  castle  is 
octagonal  in  shape  and  built  with  huge  stones,  and 
from  a  distance  looked  like  an  island  in  the  sea. 
The  soldier's  barracks  are  built  near  the  castle, 
sui  rounded  by  a  fence,  and  connected  with  the 
main  part  of  the  castle  by  small  bridges  or  pas- 
sage ways.    The  passage  leading  to  the  outside 
is    always    guarded    by    soldiers.     The  beauty 
of   the    inside  of  that  caslle    is   quile  different 
from    the    outside.    In  the  centre    there    is  a 
lar^e   publlic  court,  around    which  are  private 
roo'ms  and  galleries.     It  is  exceedingly  beauti- 
ful and  an  object   of  wonder  to  all  who  see  it. 
Xavier  slopped  over  night  near  the  castle,  with 
lhe  intention  of  entering  it,  if  possible,  on  the 
morning  following.    Soon  after  the  morning  dawn- 
ed, lhe  lord  of  lhe  castle  invited  Xavier  to  visit 
him,  and  complying  with  ihis  invitation,  Xavier 
immediately  repaiied  to  the  caslle  where  he  was 
very  cordially  welcomed.    He  had  a  short  inter- 
view with  the  lord  and  his  wife,  after  which  he 
retired  to  the  soldiers'  barracks.    The  soldiers  re- 
spected him  very  much  and  treated  him  as  an  angel 
come  from  heaven.    He  explained  to  them  his 
religion  and  told  them  about  our  heavenly  Father, 
and"  when  he  saw  that  they  gladly  heard  him  he 
explained  lo  them  also  some  of  his  translations. 
The  soldiers  were  fascinated  with  the  truth  of  his 
docrine  and  seventeen  immediately  became  appli- 
cants for  baptism.    The  wife  and  son  of  lhe  lord 
also  applied  for  baptism,  and   the  lord  himself 
wanted  to  become  a  Christian,  but  he  feared  the 
wrath  of  the  lord  of  Kagoshima  and  thus  hesitated 
to  be  baptized. 

Soon  a  number  were  baptized,  among  whom  was 
a  very  righteous  and  faithful  old  man.  The  sol- 
diers revered  him  as  their  parent.  Xavier  chose 
him  as  the  paster  lo  whom  he  gave  lhe  order  of 
service,  lhe  formula  of  baptism,  a  commentary,  a 
concordance,  a  shoi  t  life  of  Christ,  hymns,  songs 
and  psalms.  He  gave  him  also  lessons  for  the 
Sabbalh,  tiacls  and  a  programme  for  Bible  reading 
(study)  at  their  prayer  meetings.  He  assembled 
them  in  a  room  on  Sunday  where  they  held  service 
and  exhorted  them  to  hold  prayer  meetings  on 
Friday  of  each  week.  Thus  Xavier  made  such 
regulations  by  which  every  individual  Christian 
could  continue  his  faith  independently.  The  Lord 
assisted  him  and  the  soldiers.  When  Luis  Al- 
meida came  to  Japan  many  years  later,  he  found 
more  than  a  hundred  Christians  who  were  zealous 
and  strong  in  their  faith. 

When  Xavier  left  that  place,  the  old  man,  the 
pastor,  baptized  two  children  of  the  lord  of  the 
castle  and  five  officials,  among  whom  was  a  very 
learned  man  who  spread  abroad  the  doctrines  and 
translated  ihem  into  Japanese.  The  works  trans- 
lated treat  of  the  creation  of  lhe  world,  lhe  sin  of 
our  ancestors  (Adam  and  Eve),  the  coming  of 
Christ,  our  Saviour,  his  suffei  ings,  death,  and  as- 
cension. Almeida  was  greatly  pleased  with  these 
publications  and  sent  them  lo  the  piovince  of 
Bimgo  so  that  the  people  abroad  might  lead. 

This  man  Almeida  was  a  prolific  writer  as  well 
as  a  man  of  eloquence.  His  conduct  before  the 
people  was  righteous.  One  day  some  one  asked 
him  in  prayer  meeting  what  he  would  do  if  their 
territorial  lord  commanded  them  to  forsake 
Christianity  ?  He  immediately  replied,  *'  I  will  re- 
ply, in  as  far  as  I  am  your  subject  and  servant,  you, 
of  course  desire  me  to  be  faithful  to  you,  and  if  neces- 
sary sacrifice  myself  for  you  in  order  that  I  may  do 
my  duty  towards  you  regardless  of  my  own  be- 
loved home.  You  desire  me  also  to  be  mereiful 
and  kind,  patient,  just,  and  honest.  If  such  be 
your  desire,  let  me  uphold  and  preach  Christianity, 
for  Christianity  accomplishes  all  you  require  of 
me.  If  you  forbid  me  the  exercise  of  my  faith  it 
I  will  be  the  same  as  to  urge  me  to  revolt  against 
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you,  anil  also  in  so  doing  you  will  III  ge  me  in  be  un- 
just, unfaithful,  and  dishonest.   If  I  am  not  allow 
ed  to   believe  in  Chi  islianily  my  faith(ulnes»  to 
you  cannot  be  depended  upon,  neitliei  will  I  be 
lionesi  wilb  myself."9 

Xavier  gave  a  rtK*  (staff)  to  tbe  old  man  of 
whom  we  have  spoken,  which  he  himself  used  to 
pievenl  the  exercise  of  his  passions — lust.  The 
Christians  in  Japan,  especially  those  in  the  castle 
of  Ik  in,  liked  very  much  to  confess  their  sins  and 
repent  of  the  same  when  they  met  together,  they 
therefore  beat  themselves  with  this  rod  tQ  pievenl 
the  exercise  of  their  lust,  all  of  which  they  did  for 
the  glory  of  God.  They  appieciated  this  rod  as 
the  most  precious  thing  they  possessed,  and  never 
used  it  under  ordinary  circumstances  as  theii 
common  rods.  Heie  was  again  a  most  curious 
miracle,  that  by  this  i  od,  which  when  used  bi  ings 
pain  to  the  flesh,  had  the  power  to  heal  fleshly 
diseases,  proof  of  which  is  given  ill  the  cine  of  the 
lord's  wife  of  a  serious  disease.  She  was  danger- 
ously ill  and  it  was  impossible  to  cure  her  by 
means  of  medicine.  Her  pain  was  intense.  Some 
one  took  the  rod  left  by  Xavier  and  beat  her  two  01 
three  limes,  by  which  she  was  entirely  cured  of  her 
disease.  When  Xavier  gave  this  rod  to  the  old 
man  he  told  him  not  to  use  it  for  torturing  the 
body  and  thus  break  it,  but  to  use  it  only  for  the 
healing  and  pleasure  of  the  body. 

Xavier  left  for  Hiralo.  After  much  suffering  on 
land  and  sea  he  reached  his  destination.  The 
Portuguese  at  Hirato  welcomed  him  with  greatest 
reverence  in  order  to  show  the  people  of  Hirato  that 
he  was  a  man  o(  high  and  noble  tank.  When  he 
entered  the  harbour,  they  fired  a  salute  from  iheir 
cannon,  decorated  their  vessels  with  military  flags 
and  bunting,  and  as  in  the  case  of  war,  they 
"  wrapped  their  ships  in  splendour  wild,"  and  gave 
expiession  to  their  feelings  with  a  band  of  music. 
As  his  vessel  neared  their  ships  they  greeted  him 
with  a  loud  shout. 

The  people  of  Hirato  were  astonished  at  this 
tremendous  shouting  and  came  out  to  see  what 
was  the  cause  of  it.  The  Portuguese  marched 
along  to  the  palace  of  the  lord  of  Hirato,  being 
escorted  and  guarded  by  soldiers.  It  was  a  very 
strange  sight  to  the  Japanese  to  see  a  poor  priest, 
clothed  in  dirty  tags,  guarded  by  finely  clothed 
Portuguese.  Japanese  generally  honour  those  who 
wear  fine  clothing,  but  when  they  saw  the  esteem 
the  Portuguese  had  for  Xavier  and  the  way  they 
treated  him,  they  too  honoured  him  regardless  of 
his  dirty  clothing. 

The  lord  of  Hirato  knew  in  advance,  from  the 
Portuguese,  the  virtues  of  Xavier.  He  desired  to 
arouse  the  fuiy  of  his  enemy,  the  Lord  of  Kago- 
shima,  so  he  welcomed  Xavier  and  treated  him 
with  greatest  kindness  and  gave  him  permission 
to  preach  everywhere  in  his  province,  and  Xavier, 
because  of  this  permission,  began  with  his  com- 
panions to  preach  upon  the  streets.  They  both 
understood  and  spoke  Japanese  very  well,  so  the 
people  came  from  near  and  far  to  see  and  hear 
them.  It  was  like  a  market.  The  large  audi- 
ences were  fascinated  by  tbe  preaching  of  these 
priests,  and  some  of  them  were  baptized  within 
twenty  days.  Indeed,  there  wei  e  more  baptized 
here  in  twenty  days  than  in  all  Kagoshima  in  one 
year.  Xavier  was  greatly  pleased  with  this  great 
success  right  in  the  beginning  of  his  work,  and 
very  much  hoped  to  invade  the  main  camp  of 
Buddhism  in  Kioto,  the  Capital  of  Japan,  where 
the  greatest  men  and  different  lords  assembled, 
for  he  thought  that  he  had  already  won  great 
and  strong  castles  in  Japan.  He  supposed  that 
if  he  could  pteach  Christianity  and  gain  an  in. 
fluence  over  these  great  men,  his  success  would  be 
like  that  of  Rome  when  she  wielded  an  influence 
from  centre  to  circumference  of  the  great  conti- 
nent of  Europe.  He  entrusted  the  affairs  of  the 
Christians  of  Hirato  to  one  Cosmo  while  he, 
with  two  companions,  Fernandez  and  Mathew 
Bemer,  took  their  departure  at  the  end  of  October 
1550.  He  traveled  by  land  as  far  as  HaUata, 
some  twenty  miles  from  Hirato,  and  front  thence 
went  by  boat  a  distance  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles  to  Yamaguchi. 

Yamaguchi  is  the  name  of  the  chief  town  in  the 
province  of  Nagato  and  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
sperous towns  in  that  region,  but  the  people  were 
extremely  immoral,  because  of  their  wealth  and 
luxury.  Xavier  tarried  at  this  port  wailing  for 
a  convenient  time  to  go  to  Kioto.  The  loidof 
that  province  heard  of  the  ariival  of  the  foreigners 
and  that  they  weie  waiting  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  Kioto,  so  he  sent  his  officeis  to  Xavier  to 
invite  him  to  the  palace.  Xavier  was  very  glad 
lo  have  so  many  opportunities  to  preach  to  the 
vaiiousloids  in  Japan  and  went  to  him  without 
delay,  and  spoke  of  his  faith  and  doctiine. 
The  lord  was  very  much  interested  in  what 
he  said,  but  was  not  willing  to  be  baptised.  He 
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gave  him,  however,  permission  to  preach  in  his 
province  until  he  found  an  opportunity  10  goto 
Kioto.  Xavier  began  on  the  following  day  by 
pleaching  in  the  streets.  He  lifted  high  ihr  cioss 
of  Jesus  in  his  1  ight  hand,  explained  to  them  every 
Veirse  and  woid  in  the  Bible,  made  coiupai  isous 
with  every  faith,  all  kinds  of  religion,  and  boldly 
proclaimed  iheTinth.  Helhen  1  clinked  the  licen- 
tiousness and  impioper  deportment  of  the  Hud 
dhists,  and  concluded  his  discourse  by  speaking 
of  the  evil  customs  and  habits  of  the  Japanese, 
iheir  etei  nal  punishment  and  death  in  the  woild 
to  come,  and  the  wrath  of  God  upon  those  who 
who  commit  these  sins. 

However,  Xavier  did  all  in  his  power  lo  convert 
them,  but  they  were  immoral  and  lived  in  luxuiy, 
and  neither  heard  nor  obeyed.  They  ridiculed 
and  laughed  at  his  language  and  his  dress,  yet  he 
preached  of  the  wickedness  of  having  concubines 
and  the  attending  immoralities,  which  produced  a 
multiplied  anger  of  the  people.  The  boys  and 
girls  ridiculed  Jlim,  saying.  "  Here  is  a  foolish 
monk!  Heie  is  a  celibate  monk  who  speaks  of 
monogamy  and  only  one  God." 

Xavier's  preaching  at  this  time  received  naught 
but  ridicule  and  mockeiy  from  the  people.  But 
David  says  :  — "  They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  leap 
in  joy.  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepelh,  bearing 
piecious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with 
rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him." 

VI. 

But  there  were  nobles  who  weie  fond  of  curiosity. 
They  heard  fiom  their  friends  that  a  foreignet 
from  India  was  zealously  preaching  a  new  doctrine 
in  ihe  streets.  They  desired  to  see  and  hear  him, 
and  all  united  in  inviting  him  lo  appear  before 
them.  On  his  ariival,  he  found  them  clothed  in 
gaudy  apparel,  surrounded  by  beautiful  maidens, 
and  guarded  by  soldiers  both  inside  and  outside 
of  their  mansions.  Their  proud  and  luxurious 
living  was  at  once  apparant.  Xavier  was  naturally 
a  very  mild  and  humble  man.  But  in  this  instance 
he  disguised  himself,  and  appeared  in  a  very 
solemn  and  dignified  manner  ;  though  his  outward 
appearance  was  all  but  inviting,  to  show  them  that 
he  was  in  high  office.  His  salutation  lo  the  nobles 
was  like  that  of  an  emperor  to  his  subjects;  espe- 
cially when  he  discoursed  before  them,  using  the 
highest  form  of  speech,  a  loud  and  dignified  tone. 
His  force  of  speech  humbled  the  most  haughty  of 
them,  like  the  tremendous  thunder  which  causes 
the  beasts  of  the  wilderness  to  tremble. 

After  this,  Xavier  at  times  ordered  Fernandez 
to  go  to  the  nobles,  and  suggested  that  he  should 
be  brave  and  courageous,  answering  all  questions 
quickly,  which  they  might  ask.  He  said  :  "  If 
they  are  haughty  and  rude,  you  must  be  the  same 
and  answer  them  clearly."  Fernandez  obeyed, 
but  when  he  was  threatened  with  the  sword,  he 
greatly  feared  and  became  quite  a  coward. 
Xavier  told  him  to  be  courageous  and  fear  no 
death,  and  in  this  way  he  could  overcome  the 
haughtiness  of  the  Japanese.  If  we  fear  no  death, 
the  Japanese  will  fear  us,  said  he,  and  will  respect 
us,  though  poor  ragged  monks  as  we  are,  more 
than  the  Buddhists  who  live  in  pomp  and  luxury. 
This  is  the  most  expedient  way  to  propagate  the 
glory  and  power  of  the  doctrine  we  preach. 

Now  the  nobles  of  Yamaguchi  were  carefully 
watching  to  detect  any  inconsistency  between  the 
preaching  and  life  of  these  foreigners.  They  did 
not  like  the  preaching  as  well  as  some  of  the 
people,  and  yet  in  their  hearts  they  prefered  it, 
and  agreed  with  what  was  said.  They  presented 
their  opinions  about  this  matter  to  their  lord,  who 
also  desired  to  see  Xavier  and  his  companions  in 
public.  Soheannounced  thedate  and  pi  ace  of  meet- 
ing Xavier  and  his  companions,  the  Buddhists  and 
the  nobles.  On  the  day  appointed,  they  assembled 
in  a  large  hall  filled  with  nobles,  the  high  priest  of 
Buddhism,  in  rich  apparel,  sitting  next  to  the  lord. 
The  foreign  priests  were  invited  to  a  seat  near  them. 

The  priest  asked  Xavier  about  his  native  coun- 
try, and  all  the  events  of  his  voyage.  He  then 
asked  :  — "  Who  is  he  that  sent  you  to  Japan  from 
that  distant  corner  of  the  world  ?  And  what  is  the 
purpose  of  your  coming  to  Japan  ?  " 

Xavier  answered: — "The  one  who  sent  us  to 
your  Majesty  is  my  Lord  the  great  God,  the 
Creator  of  this  world.  And  the  reason  of  our 
coming  is  to  tell  your  Majesty  and  your  people  of 
our  Saviour,  the  only  beloved  Son  of  God,  who 
came  to  this  world  to  make  known  the  law  of  God. 
To  preach  Him  and  His  truth  are  we  come.  Those 
who  obey  Him  and  believe  in  Him,  shall  have 
eternal  life,  and  shall  sit  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
in  Paradise." 

When  Xavier  had  finished,  the  Buddhist  priest 
asked  angrily  : — "  What  is  your  doctrine  ?  What 
is  God  whom  you  call  Creator?  What  do  you 
mean  by  Saviour  ?  What  is  your  object  in  preach- 
ing and  urging  people  to  become  Christians? 
What  hope  do  you  hold  out  to  them  ?  Explain 
the  oiigin  of  your  religion  and  clear  its  mystery." 


Xavier  was  glad  lo  hear  Mich  questions  which  lie 
could  readily  anil  thoioiighly  explain,  and  then 
pi  needed  to  tell  lliein  of  the  cieation  of  the  win  Id 
by  the  bauds  of  God  ;  the  salvation  and  redemp- 
tion of  man  ihiough  Jesus  Christ  and  the  principal 
object  of  his  preaching  in  Japan.  They  wei  e  struck 
with  amazement  at  (he  mysteries  he  unfolded,  and 
without  making  the  least  disturbance,  listened  lo 
all  he  had  to  say.  The  lords  and  the  priest  had 
not  one  won)  of  objection,  and  "yea"  was  their 
only  reply.  Xavier  then  lelired  fiom  the  palace 
and  fiom  thence  continued  his  preaching  III  the 
Streets -41)  the  same  themes  he  had  explained  lo 
the  loids;  but  this  only  provoked  insults  fiom  the 
people,  with  no  apparent  success.  But  he  con- 
sidered this  land  a  fertile  one,  and  concluded  that 
he  m<l)St  sow  Ihe  seed  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow. 

Xavier  remained  in  Yamaguchi  for  a  little  more 
than  one  mouth ,  during  which  lime  he  had  noth- 
ing 10  comfort  himself  but  preaching  the  Gospel. 
He  then  left  for  Kioto  to  see  the  Emperor  and 
the  Shogun,  to  obtain  from  them  permission  to 
pi  each  in  all  provinces  of  the  Empiie,  and  thus 
gain  the  object  of  his  first  desire.  The  distance 
from  Yamaguchi  to  Kioto  is  only  about  one  bun- 
dled miles.*  On  his  way  there  he  sometimes  lost 
the  load.  He  had  lo  cross  steep  mountains, 
broad  valleys,  deep  rivers,  seas  and  bays  and  con- 
stancy, when  among  the  people,  he  preached  to 
them  the  Gospel.  After  three  months  of  weary 
travelling,  he  arrived  safely  in  Kyoto,  accompanied 
by  Fernandez  and  a  Japanese  convert  from  Ka- 
goshima. 

This  conveit  he  named  Bemer,  made  him  an  of 
ficei  in  the  Jesuit  church,  and  afterwards  sent  him 
to  Rome  as  ihe  first  fruit  of  Christianity  in  Japan. f 
Some  lime  later  this  Bemer  left  Rome  and  went 
to  the  school  of  Castellon  (P),  Spain,  where  he  died. 

It  was  near  the  end  of  December  when  Xavier 
left  Yamaguchi  and  the  weather  was  extremely 
cold.  The  road  was  so  blocked  with  snow  that 
the  people  could  scarcely  leave  their  homes,  there 
being  a  small  passage  way  only  under  the  eaves 
of  ihe  roofs.  In  that  country  the  wind  is  very 
fierce,  and  on  the  sea  it  blows  like  a  typhoon. 
His  ti  avels  were  frequently  interrupted  by  floods 
andfalmostiimpenetrable  dark  and  gloomy  forests. 
Moreover,  there  was  some  dispute  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  Shogun,  and  on  this  account  the 
saint  oflen  found  the  roads  obstructed  by  soldiers. 
Xavier  and  his  companions  having  but  little 
money  often  suffered  for  want  of  food.  True, 
Xavier  had  received  some  three  thousand  francs 
from  the  Portuguese  king,  but  this  money  he  gave 
to  poor  Christians  and  the  newly  baptized,  and 
kept  nothing  for  himself.  He  and  his  companions 
preceeded,  notwithstanding  the  cold  wind  and  their 
extreme  sufferings,  and  incrossing  rivers  and  floods 
they  were  often  drenched,  but  having.no  change  of 
garments  they  were  compelled  to  walk  and  sleep 
in  iheir  damp  clothing.  Their  food  consisted 
simply  of  some  bread  which  Bemer  had  brought 
from  Yamaguchi.  On  entering  small  villages 
they  ai  once  went  to  the  hotel  to  ask  for  lodging, 
but  because  of  their  dirty  clothing  and  forlorn  ap- 
pearance the  hotels  refused  them  entrance.  They 
were  often  completely  fatigued,  their  bodies  wet, 
their  food  deficient,  and  when  turned  from  the 
hotel,  ihey  sought  refuge  in  dilapidated  huts,  to 
shield  them  from  the  biting  wind  and  frost. 

Their  chief  trouble  was  ignorance  of  the  way, 
which  they  so  frequently  lost,  and  fruitless  wan- 
derings in  the  deep  forests  and  unknown  byways. 
One  day  while  wandering  in  tbe  forest  they  met 
a  iiaveller  on  horseback,  on  bis  way  to  Kioto. 
Xavier  begged  that  they  might  accompany  him 
to  Kioto,  promising  that  they  would  carry  his  bag- 
gage. He  consented.  Xavier  took  his  goods  and 
he  and  his  companions  ran  after  him  for  a  while, 
but  they  so  injured  their  feet  upon  the  stones,  and 
their  knees  by  the  thorns  that  they  could  scarcely 
endure  it,  yet  did  not  like  to  desist.  Xavier's  com- 
panions being  slow  were  soon  left  in  the  rear,  and 
lie  himself  being  weak  was  soon  dismissed.  When 
his  companions  came  to  him  he  could  but  stand, 
and  his  feet  were  crimsoned  by  the  blood  that  flow- 
ed from  his  many  wounds,  bis  knees  swollen  and 
his  body  almost  faint  from  disease.  Indeed  they 
were  a  piteous  company  of  men.  Yet  Xavier 
refused  to  yield  to  his  sufferings  and  went  on  bis 
way  singing  to  comfort  himself  and  encourage  his 
comrades. 

After  one  month  of  much  suffering  and  fatigue, 
they  ar  rived  at  Sakai,  where  Xavier  was  attacked 
with  a  stubborn  fever  and  compelled  to  take  his 
bed.  His  companions  became  alarmed  and  begged 
him  to  take  some  medicine,  but  he  would  not 
consent,  saying  that  his  life  was  in  the  hands  of 
Providence,  and  there  he  would  let  it  rest,  At 
length  he  was  happily  restored. 

Before  he  became  strong,  he  started  on  his 
journey  preaching  and  teaching   in    the  many 

7  The  first  to  go  to  Europe, 
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villages  through  which  lie  was  compelled  to  pass. 
Whenever  he  began  his  sermon,  he  exclaimed 
thrice,  "  Deos,  Deos,  Deos,"  for  he  knew  no 
proper  name  in  Japanese  for  the  word  God  ;  and 
not  only  (his,  he  feared  that  the  Japanese  would 
confound  the  Buddhist  gods  with  the  true  God. 
This  is  why  he  used  the  word  Deos.  Because  of 
his  torn  clothing  the  people  ridiculed  him,  throw- 
ing stones,  brick,  and  dirt  at  him,  they  nick-named 
him  "  Deos,  Deos."  Among  those,  however,  who 
ridiculed  him,  some  afterwards  became  Christians. 

It  seems  from  what  they  told  Antony  Carta, 
from  India,  the  Japanese  often  tried  to  kill  Xavier, 
because  he  denounced  their  gods  and  rebuked 
their  wickedness.  It  is  a  strange  fact  that  he 
always  eluded  their  attacks,  and  escaped  from 
their  injuries,  especially  so,  since  the  Buddhists 
often  met  together  and  planned  to  assassinate 
him  in  some  out-of-the-way  corner.  Once  their 
plans,  which  seemed  to  prove  successful,  were 
tli waited  by  a  typhoon. 

At  length  he  and  his  companions  succeeded  in 
reaching  Kioto.  This  was  in  February,  155 1 .  He 
saw  at  once  that  this  was  not  only  the  capital, 
but  the  centre  of  Buddhism,  the  home  of  the 
Emperor,  the  Shoguii  and  high  priest  of  Bud- 
dhism, named  Zashu.  His  great  desire  was  to 
preach  and  erect  the  standard  of  the  Cross  in  this 
great  centre  of  Japan.  But  in  this  lie  was  disap- 
pointed. The  term  Kyo,s  ill  Japanese,  means 
many  things  to  look  at,  but  the  city  had  been 
reduced  to  ashes  during  a  great  battle  and  many 
tilings  destroyed.  There  remained  standing  the 
ruins  of  ancient  palaces  and  a  few  houses  only. 
The  Shogun  had  recently  revolted  against  the 
Emperor  and  there  was  great  confusion.  The 
lords  who  assisted  the  Shogun  had  returned  to 
their  provinces,  and  Xavier  thought  that  it  was 
not  the  proper  time  for  him  to  begin  ;  yet  he  en- 
deavoured to  see  the  Emperor  and  the  Shogun. 
But  wlien  he  arrived  at  the  palace  the  officer  re- 
quested eighteen  hundred  marks  of  money  as  ad- 
mission fee,  which,  of  course,  Xavier  did  not  have, 
and  was  therefore  compelled  to  return  to  his  hotel. 

After  failing  in  his  designs  here,  he  went  again 
preaching  on  the  streets.  He  gathered  the  people 
together,  but  as  a  rumour  was  afloat  that  the  war 
would  reopen,  the  people  were  in  great  confusion. 

When  possible,  the  people  came  to  hear  him, 
rarely  were  his  congregations  small,  but  because 
of  the  trying  circumstances  he  tarried  here  only 
fifteen  days. 

At  this  lime  the  Emperor  of  Japan  was  merely 
a  nominal  emperor,  and  the  power  of  the  Shogun 
extended  to  only  five  of  the  provinces  surrounding 
the  capital.  Xavier  knew  this  while  in  Kioto  and 
thought  himself  a  fool  for  having  wished  for  the 
required  amount  of  money  asked  to  gain  admis- 
sion to  the  emperor,  who  was  poweiless  to  grant 
him  permission  to  preach  throughout  Japan.  He 
worked  hard  to  propagate  Christianity,  for  which 
he  was  often  mocked  and  despised  by  the  people. 
He  found  this  work  however  a  great  pleasure. 
He  now  resolved  to  return  to  Hirato,  and  openly 
attacked  Buddhism  as  a  precedent  to  those  who 
should  follow  him  ill  his  work  in  Japan.  By 
so  doing  he  hoped  to  reap  a  bountiful  harvest. 
He  engaged  a  river  boat  to  take  him  to  Sakai. 
From  what  Fernandez  has  said,  it  seems  Xavier 
had  a  longing  to  remain  in  Kioto,  for  as  the 
boat  descended  the  river  he  turned  his  face  re- 
peatedly towards  Kioto,  and  scarcely  dared  take 
his  eyes  off  the  capital.  He  tecited  and  sang, 
repeatedly  the  hymn,  "  In  extus  Israll  de  Egypt  " 
by  David. 

He  now  returned  to  Hirato  where  he  found 
many  Portuguese.  He  told  Cosmo  Tones,  whom 
he  left  in  tins  land,  the  events  which  occurred 
on  his  journey.  He  also  told  him  that  Yama- 
guchi  is  the  best  city  and  next  in  size  to  Kioto, 
and  that  he  intended  going  there  again.  Torres 
and  the  other  Portuguese  consented  to  this,  but 
warned  him  that  the  Japanese  generally  jud- 
ged persons  by  their  external  appearance,  and 
therefore,  unless  he  wot  e  better  clothing  he  could 
not  obtain  favour  willi  them.  The  people  disliked 
bad  clothing,  and  despised  those  who  woie  them. 
They  fur  titer  cautioned  him  : — "  We  must  in  some 
way  conform  to  their  customs,  and  let  the  people 
see  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  our  religion.  In  the 
church  we  must  have  gieal  and  elaborate  cere- 
monies ill  all  our  services.  The  true  God  on  high 
even  desiied  the  high  piiest  to  put  on  jewels  of 
gold  and  silver  in  order  that  the  people  might 
reverence  him.  This  can  be  done  by  preaching 
to  the  Japanese  the  supreme  beauty  and  value  of 
oui  Christianity.  But  the  Japanese  of  to-day  exalt 
only  the  treasures  and  ambitions  of  this  world. 
How  can  we  succeed  before  such  people  if  clothed 
like  a  beggar.?  It  is  not  the  proper  means  to 
success.  If  we  work  hard  10  convert  them,  they 
will  suspect  that  we  have  come  to  Japan  to  get 

•  We  are  not  responsible  for  this  definition  of  this  word. 


gain  instead  of  giving  them  blessings  invaluable. 
As  we  are  now,  they  will  imagine  us  impostors  and 
sot cerors." 

But  Xavier  bitterly  hated  worldly  pomp  and 
pleasure.  He  never  courted  the  favour  of  the 
people  by  visible  means.  He  always  used  the  in- 
visible. These  means  are  three  virtues  in  Christ, 
humility,  poverty,  and  patience.  He  opposed  the 
schemes  of  the  Portuguese  by  saying,  "The  educa- 
tion and  development  of  the  world  does  not  lie  in 
the  power  of  human  wisdom,  and  never  can  be 
accomplished  by  it.  This  must  be  done  by  the 
power  of  the  true  God  which  will  triumph  over  the 
world.  The  twelve  disciples  of  Christ  did  not  wear 
fine  clothing  when  they  entered  the  gates  of  nobles 
and  kings.  If  the  disciples  had  used  anything 
save  the  cross  and  glory  of  Christ,  who  triumphs 
over  every  nation  in  the  world,  their  work  would 
have  been  utterly  lost.  Vanity  originates  in  the 
world,  and  it  is  needless  for  us  to  adorn  ourselves. 
The  Son  of  God  began  his  work  in  poverty,  and 
made  unselfishness  the  root  of  Christianity.  In 
beginning  the  work  in  Japan,  we  must  begin  it  as 
the  twelve  began,  and  lay  the  foundation  they  laid. 
This  grand  work  is  impossible  with  human  power 
alone.  The  one  who  has  given  us  the  confidence 
of  these  savage  nations  is  God,  and  though  they 
suspect  us  for  the  present,  and  suppose  that  we 
are  here  to  gratify  lust  and  obtain  wealth,  yet  if  we 
reject  their  offers  of  money,  they  will  respect  us." 

YII. 

After  Xavier  had  thus  spoken  his  opinion,  the 
Portuguese  retorted  : — "  But  it  you  do  not  present  a 
gift  to  the  king  you  will  never  have  the  honour  of 
meeting  him,  neither  will  you  received  any  favours 
from  him.  Such  is  the  custom  of  the  Japanese 
that,  those  who  desire  to  see  the  lords  must,  in 
advance,  present  something  to  the  lord;  this  you 
may  not  know.  If  one  desires  to  win  Japan  for 
Christianity,  he  must  not  appear  as  a  beggar  nor 
in  ragged  dress.  Who  will  respect  such  an  one  ? 
Who  will  honour  him  ?  Do  not,  therefore,  be  obsti- 
nate.   Change  your  old  clothes  for  better  ones." 

Xavier  was  hard  to  convince.  He  prayed  for 
power  to  win  the  souls  of  his  luxurious  and  ambi- 
tious people.  He  saw,  however,  that  he  must  break 
losse  from  his  obstinacy,  and  wear  the  better  cloth- 
ing presented  to  him  by  the  Portuguese.  He  felt 
chagrined  when  he  thought  that,  because  of  his 
poveity,  he  could  not  see  the  Emperor  or  Shogun 
while  at  Kyoto.  He  now  resolved  to  present  the 
gifts,  sent  by  the  Cardinal  and  Bishop  from  India, 
and  intended  for  the  Emperor,  to  the  lord  of  Yama- 
guchi.  These  gifts,  which  Xavier  left  at  Hirato 
when  he  went  to  Kioto,  consisted  of  haud-oigans 
and  such  other  Emopean  manufactures  which  could 
not  be  had  in  Japan. 

As  soon  as  he  arrived  in  Yamaguchi,  he  went  to 
visit  the  lord  in  his  palace,  taking  his  presents  with 
him,  and  was  very  cordially  welcomed.  Together 
with  the  gifts,  he  presented  the  messages  sent  by 
the  Cardinal  from  India;  all  of  which  the  lord 
gladly  accepted  and  for  which  he  returned  many 
thanks.  The  lord  reciprocated  these  gifts  with 
large  sums  of  money.  But  Xavier  declined  the 
gift,  which  astonished  the  lord  very  much,  and  he 
said: — "This  is  strange,  for  while  the  Buddhist 
priests  are  covetous,  especially  for  money,  the 
European  priests  desire  nothing  of  the  kind." 

Xavier  was  very  much  admired  for  this  act,  but 
that  which  immediately  followed  caused  the 
Japanese  much  alarm.  The  lord  asked,  "What 
do  you  desire  most  in  my  country,  what  is  your 
greatest  wish  ?"  Xavier  answered  : — "My  greatest 
desire  in  coming  to  Japan  is  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  propagate  Christianity  throughout  Japan,  and 
I  asked  no  great  favour  than  to  be  allowed  to 
pi  each  everywhere  in  your  country."  In  this  way 
he  petitioned  the  lord  for  permission  to  preach  the 
doctrine  of  the  true  God  in  Japan.  The  lord  saw 
the  honesty  of  Xavier,  and  his  fervency  as  a 
Christian,  and  commanded  his  servants  to  treat 
him  with  special  1  espect  and  reverence.  He  called 
together  the  officersof  eveiy  department,  and  gave 
public  notice  that  Xavier  and  his  companions  had 
pei  mission  to  labour  in  his  entire  territory.  He 
allowed  some  of  his  subjects  to  accept  the  new 
faith,  and  issued  an  edict  that  he  would  treat  as 
criminals  such  who  ill-used,  or  in  any  way  inter- 
rupted the  work  of  Christianity,  and  would  punish 
them  accordingly. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  lord  gave  them  an  old 
Buddhist  temple  and  the  garden  surrounding,  for 
a  temporary  dwelling. 

As  soon  as  Xavier  and  his  companions  took 
possession  of  the  temple,  great  crowds  of  people,  of 
every  class  and  station,  came  to  visit  them.  Some 
of  those  were  a  fraud,  and  came  for  strategic  put- 
poses  ;  some  came  from  curiosity,  and  some  came 
to  hear  ihe  truth,  and  see  the  woi  Ic  of  these  great 
men.  This  is  especially  true  of  some  of  the  Bud- 
dhists who  came  to  study  and  investigate  the  new 
doctrine.  At  first  the  Buddhist  piiests  manifested 
contentment  and  satisfaction  with  the  new  faith. 


But  when  Xavier  attacked  their  lewdness  and  im- 
morality, they  became  furious  and  planned  to  in- 
jure the  saint  and  interrupt  his  work  ;  but  regardless 
of  their  devices,  he  spent  most  of  his  time  com- 
muning with  the  crowds  of  people  who  came  to  his 
door  for  information. 

The  preceding  paragraphs  are  taken  from  letters 
of  Xavier  tohisfriend  Ignatius,  in  which  he  wrote  at 
length  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Japanese. 
In  these  letters  he  further  wrote  on  the  qualifications 
of  preachers  and  the  principal  points  to  be  observed 
in  preaching  in  Japan.  He  said  that  in  the  first 
place,  the  Japanese  judge  a  man  by  his  outward 
appearance  and  the  truth  or  untruth  of  a  religion 
by  the  deeds  of  men  in  high  standing.  Upright- 
ness and  honesty  are  particularly  necessary. 

Secondly,  Because  there  are  many  learned  and 
thinking  men  among  the  Japanese,  they  will  ac- 
cept nothing  that  is  not  in  accordance  with  reason. 
The  preacher  must  therefore  possess  great  wisdom 
and  learning. 

Thirdly,  the  preacher  must  be  patient  and 
capable  of  great  endurance.  He  must  be  willing 
to  live  in  constant  danger,  and  sacrifice,  if  need 
be,  his  own  life  for  the  truth.  He  must  be  brave 
and  courageous.  He  should  also  possess  a  clear 
knowledge  of  astronomy  and  mathematios,  for 
the  Japanese  are  intensely  desirous  to  learn  the 
reason  of  eclipses,  the  changes  of  the  moon,  and 
things  of  like  nature,  and  a  knowledge  of  science 
may  greatly  aid  in  winning  souls.  He  also  re- 
marked, at  the  close  of  this  letter,  the  danger  in 
which  he  was  placed,  and  the  dangers  that  would 
meet  those  who  would  follow  him. 

He  further  said,  "  I  am  perplexed  every  day, 
from  morn  till  even  by  the  unpleasant  questions  of 
vagabonds.  Sometimes  we  are  invited  to  the 
houses  of  nobles  and  I  lose  much  time  for  Bible 
study  and  other  services.  I  have  but  little  time  to 
meditate  and  sing  my  hymns.  I  am  often  per- 
plexed to  find  time  to  eat.  The  Japanese,  gener- 
ally, are  very  rude  and  void  of  sympathy  for 
foreigners.  Just  imagine  the  sufferings  through 
which  we  must  pass  when  we  speak  of  their  re- 
ligion and  rebuke  their  immorality." 

There  were  other  things  they  had  to  endure, 
not  recorded  in  this  letter.  Once  while  preach- 
ing in  his  church  he  fortunately  escaped  great 
injury.  He  and  Fernandez  stood  on  either 
side  of  the  table,  preaching  alternately.  They 
were  weak  from  want  of  food,  and  one  could 
not  preach  sufficiently  long  enough  to  satisfy 
the  cui  ions  demands  of  the  people.  Moreover, 
one  was  constantly  needed  to  answer  the  diffi- 
cult questions  asked  by  the  people.  At  first 
the  people  came  to  mock,  not  to  hear.  Bye 
and  by,  after  carefully  and  mildly  explain- 
ing all  difficult  questions,  the  people  became  tran- 
quil. They  then  came  to  listen  and  finally  to 
accept  the  truth,  but  no  one  desired  to  be  bap- 
tized. There  were  even  some  convinced,  but  not 
bold  enough  to  say  so.  In  this,  Xavier  was  dis- 
appointed, for  he  could  see  no  visible  fruit  of  his 
labour  ;  but  the  great  patience  of  Fernandez 
caused  many  to  respect  and  accept  Christ. 

One  day  when  Fernandez  was  preaching  in  a 
busy  street,  a  great  multitude  stood  round  to  hear 
him,  some  of  whom  were  nobles.  In  the  midst  of 
his  sermon  a  rude  and  vulgar  man  came  near, 
pretending  to  listen,  and  suddenly  spat  in  the 
preacher's  face.  The  people  at  once  rebuked  such 
violence.  Fernandez,  as  if  nothing  had  happen- 
ed, gently  wiped  the  spittle  from  his  face  and 
continued  his  sermon  as  usual.  The  people  greatly 
admired  such  composure  and  began  to  reverence 
him  and  believe  his  preaching. 

In  this  multitude  was  also  a  very  obstinate,  but 
in  many  respects  an  upright  man,  who  very 
heartily  despised  Christianity.  He  c.ime  to  this 
place  to  find  occasion  for  fault  against  Fer- 
nandez, but  when  he  saw  that  the  pi  eacher  en- 
dured the  greatest  shame  and  the  insults  of 
the  people,  and  that  he  left  all  woildly  favour 
to  suffer  disgrace  at  the  hands  of  the  people 
in  the  interest  of  truth,  lie  praised  the  courage 
of  the  speaker  and  said,  "  Every  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruit,  and  religion  can  be  judged  by  the 
virtuous  deeds  of  the  believer.  This  man  stands 
firm  and  strong  in  the  ti  nth  he  professes,  and 
shuns  not  the  attacks  and  insults  against  him. 
He  desires  immortal  blessings.  He  does  not 
serve  wealth  as  the  Buddhists  do.  His  only  inten- 
tion is  to  teach  the  doctiineof  the  true  God,  by 
which  means  he  hopes  to  lead  souls  from  the  dark- 
ness of  sin.  The  one  who  has  given  them  this 
one  idea  is  God.  We  should  believe  him."  This 
man,  after  due  considei aiion,  went  to  Xavier  and 
requested  baptism,  to  which  Xavier  very  kindly 
consented.  This  was  the  first  fruit  in  Yamaguchi. 
The  work  of  Fernandez  had  great  influence  among 
the  people,  and  brought  them  many  applicants. 

The  report  of  this  couveision  soon  spiead  over 
the  province  of  Yamaguchi.  Those  who  once  he- 
sitated, fearing  the  criticism  of  their  friends,  now 
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made  no  delay  it)  lieinj»  baptized.  Mote  than  five 
bundled  pet  sons  leceived  baptism  ill  less  than  two 
months.  There  was  a  young  man,  about  twenty 
five  years  of  age,  a  grad«l«tfl  of  the  famous  inn 
vetsity  in  ]apan,  quite  a  superior  in  talent  and 
education,  honoured  by  the  people,  who  came  to 
Yamamichi  to  become  a  Buddhist  priest 5  bill  on 
arriving  there  he  found  no  religion  that  suited  him. 
He  perceived  clearly  that  there  must  be  a  First 
Cause,  but  no  Buddhist  was  able  to  tell  of  this 
First  Cause.  He  was  greatly  disappointed.  When 
lie  heard  the  western  ptiest  he  seemed  quite  satis 
Red,  for  the  discourse  taught  of  the  creation  of  the 
world.  He  soon  thereafter,  called  upon  Xaviei 
and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  this  subject, 
he  believed,  was  soon  baptized  and  received  the 
Christian  name  of  "  Roland."  He  was  with  Xavier 
very  much,  and  eventually  begged  the  privilege  of 
living  with  him.  Xaviei  thought  that  God  had 
appointed  this  man  a  means  by  which  the  Gospel 
could  be  spread  throughout  all  Japan.  He  granted 
his  request  and  made  him  a  member  of  the  Jesuit 
church.  This  man  served  as  a  pieacher  for  ill i i ty 
yeais,  and  had  much  success.  He  led  many 
nobles  and  territorial  lords  to  Christianity,  all  of 
whom  aided  in  laying  the  foundations  of  this  doc- 
trine in  Japan. 

This  young  man  was  also  the  means  of  convert- 
ing many  teachers  of  Buddhism,  and  spoke  plainly 
concerning  the  evil  deeds  and  plans  of  the  Bud- 
dhists to  tempt  the  people,  and  it  was  by  this 
means  that  Xavier  understood  the  condition  of 
the  people  in  Japan.  He  considered  the  Buddhist 
priests  the  most  forcible  enemies  Christianity  had 
in  Japan.  He  publicly  censured  their  deceptions, 
and  leproached  their  superstitions.  He  was  not 
able  to  oppose  all  the  sects  in  Japan,  but  designed 
lo  defeat  the  most  powerful  and  then  the  conquest 
of  the  smaller  would  be  an  easy  matter. 

The  priests  of  the  most  powerful  sect  taught 
these  five  commandments,9  which  all  must  keep 
in  order  to  attain  lo  eternal  happiness. 

1.  Man  should  not  kill,  neither  should  he  eat  of 
the  flesh  he  has  killed. 

2.  Man  must  not  steal. 

3.  Man  must  not  commit  adultery. 

4.  Man  must  not  deceive. 

5.  Man  must  not  drink  wine  nor  strong  liquor. 
The  priests  said  in  in  explanation  that,  "The 

man  of  the  world,  absorbed  in  woi  Idliness,  finds  it 
impossible  lo  keep  all  these  commandents.  The 
god  of  Buddhism  therefore,  commands  all  men  to 
eiect  splendid  temples  for  the  use  of  Buddhist 
priests,  and  to  support  them  bountifully.  Man 
must  entrust  all  spiritual  matters  to  the  priest,  and 
it  will  be  sufficient  (for  the  man)  if  the  priest  alone 
keeps  commandments."  In  continuing,  the  priests 
say,  "  It  matters  not  how  great  the  sins  of  man 
aie,  and  how  often  they  are  committed,  if  he  offers 
abundant  gifts  to  the  priest,  he  will  be  exempted 
from  the  punishment  due  such  sins;  and  even  if  he 
should  fall  into  hell  after  death,  he  can  be  redeemed 
from  the  torments  of  the  same  by  Buddhist  priests 
reciting  the  sacred  books  for  him."10 

The  facts  above  narrated  are  strongly  believed 
by  the  Japanese  and  are  the  cause  of  their  obsti- 
nate superstitions.  The  priests  got  great  gain  by 
teaching  certain  doctrines  respecting  women. 
They  taught  that  "  Women  are  extremely  sinful, 
much  more  so  than  men,  and  hence  their  salva- 
tion is  very  difficult.  The  only  means  by  which 
they  can  be  saved  is  to  divide  the  property 
belonging  to  such  persons,  into  equal  parts,  and 
give  the  priest  one-half  of  the  said  property.  For 
many  centuries  they  used  such  means  lo  gratify 
iheir  propensity  for  gain,  and  often  profited  at 
the  expense  of  good  men  and  women. 

(TO    BE  CONTINUED.) 

BA  reference  to  the  Catechism  on  Buddhism,  published  by 
Mr.  Olcott,  intimates  that  Buddhism,  from  the  beginning  held 
and  taught  more  than  these  live  commandments. 

10  This  doctrine  is  taught  and  believed  by  many  Buddhists 
in  Japan  to-day.  A  priest  in  high  rank  told  the  translater  re- 
cently that,  the  doctrines  of  Buddhism  taught  probation  after 
death,  and  it  mattered  not  how  sinful  man  was,  nor  how  long 
he  might  remain  in  hell  because  of  his  sins,  the  time  would 
come  when  lie  would  not  want  to  endure  the  torments  of  jigoku 

 hell  and  by  a  process  of  good  works,  would  reach  the  state 

of  hotoke—  more  properly,  unalloyed  happiness.  Though  he 
miaht  fail  repeatedly  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  this  happiness,  it 
would  not  be  in  vain, — he  would  ultimately  reach  the  desired 
haven.  This  happiness,  he  said,  was  not  absolute,  but  con- 
sisted principally  in  the  absence  of  unhappiness. 

11  A  similar  doctrine,  respecting  women,  was  also  mention- 
ed, but  he  did  not  ascribe  to  them  such  wickedness  as  is  set 
forth  in  the  above. 


UNITED  STATES  SENATOR  LODGE 
ON  BIMETALLISM. 


The  new  Japanese  Minister  in  London,  Vis- 
count Aoki,  has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Council  of  ihe  Japan  Society's  President  in  suc- 
cession to  Viscount  Kawase,  the  recent  Iapanese 
Minister,  who  has  returned  to  Japan.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  society  is  to  be  held  on  May  21. 

The  award  of  the  arbitrators  who  have  been  ex- 
amining into  the  disputes  between  the  Government 
of  Siam  and  Mr.  G.  Murray  Campbell,  the  con- 
tractor of  the  Bangkok  and  Korat  Railway,  was 
given  on  16th  inst.  We  understand  that  the  judg- 
ment was  entirely  in  Mr.  Campball's  favour. 


One  of  the  most  significant  movements  in  sup- 
poi  l  of  Ihe  1  esloration  ol  silver  to  its  former  tank  as 
a  money-metal  is  the  organization,  in  Boston,  of  a 

Bimetallic  Committee,  to  which  we  have  already 

called  attention.  Almost  simultaneously  with  lln- 
(ni  illation  of  the  Boston  Committee  came  the  ap 
poinlmeilt  of  a  Special  Commission  in  Germany 
10  give  study  to  the  same  question,  and  the  two 
events  indicate  that  silver  is  not  to  be  permanent- 
ly relegated  to  the  condition  of  a  non-pi ecious 
metal  without  a  struggle  in  its  behalf  both  in  the 
United  States  and  on  the  Continent  of  Euiope. 
Boston  is,  as  is  known,  the  capital  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  a  community  noted  for  its  Intel- 
ligenoe  and  the  sound  sense  of  its  people,  and  it 
is  interesting  to  find  that  both  the  United  States 
Senators  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  George  Fiisbie 
Hoar  and  Mr.  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  have  declar  ed 
themselves  in  favour  of  bimetallism.  On  the  6lh  of 
this  month,  Senator  Lodge,  ceitainly  a  statesman 
not  easily  conveited  lo  new  financial  theories, 
hose  career  we  have  watched  for  many  yeai  s  with 
gt  eat  interest,  regarding  him  as  we  do  as  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  and,  atthe  same  time,  most  capable 
statesmen  of  the  Northern  Republic,  made  a 
speech  in  support  of  bimetallism  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate.  Naturally,  a  declaration  in  favour  of 
silver  from  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts  attracted 
much  attention  in  the  Press,  and  we  take  pleasure 
in  presenting  here  a  condensation  of  his  remarks. 
Mr.  Lodge  declared  it  to  be  his  belief  that  the 
general  feeling  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  exception  of  a  "  wholly  insignificant 
fraction,"  is  favourable  lo  the  use  of  silver  and 
against  the  abandonment  of  either  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  as  money.  "  I  have  no  question," 
said  ihe  Senator,  "  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
decline  in  silver  is  ovei -production,  but  it  seems 
lo  me  equally  clear  that  the  withdrawal  of 
demand  must  also  have  had  a  powerful  effect 
in  reducing  its  value.  The  great  demand 
for  silver  has  been  in  currency  ;  yet  one  after 
another  of  the  great  nations  of  the  earth  have 
closed  their  mints  to  silver,  reducing  the  de- 
mand, although  all  the  time  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  business  and  an  increase  in  the  every- 
day use  of  money  owing  lo  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion. In  other  words,  you  have  withdrawn  a  large 
demand  from  silver;  that  is,  you  have  stimulated 
its  decline.  If  the  decline  started  in  overproduc- 
tion it  has  been  stimulated  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  demand  for  use.  At  the  same  time  the  de- 
mand for  gold  has  been  greatly  increased,  so  that 
the  two  metals  have  been  pushed  constantly  apart 
by  for  foices  working  upon  each  of  ihem." 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  practical  wisdom  con 
densed  in  the  foregoing  observation.  Mr.  Lodge 
is  not  a  silver  fanatic  ;  he  does  not  believe  that  the 
United  States  simply  by  adopting  a  policy  of  the 
free  coinage  of  silver  can  restore  that  metal  to  its 
ancient  place  in  the  currency  of  the  world,  but  he 
does  hope,  as  sensible  men  must,  that,  by  the  con 
ceiled  action  of  the  great  Governments  of  the 
wot  Id,  relief  may  come.  Continuing,  Ihe  Senator 
cited  Mr.  Giffen,  an  English  advocate  of  gold 
monometallism,  who  admits  that  practically  the 
gold  coin  supply  of  the  world  has  not  increased  ; 
that  the  annual  product  has  gone  into  the  arts  ;  to 
India,  which  is  substantially  the  same  thing  as 
being  used  in  the  ails,  because  it  is  hoarded  away 
from  circulation,  and  by  the  repair  of  the  ord 
nary  supply.  "  That  is,"  comments  Mr.  Lodge, 
"you  have  been  adding  nothing  to  the  world's 
supply  of  gold  as  a  circulating  medium,  while  at 
the  same  time  you  have  been  increasing  the  de- 
mand. You  have  been  increasing  the  production  of 
silver  and  diminishing  the  demand.  You  have 
been  using  up  the  production  of  gold  and  have 
failed  to  add  to  the  supply,  while  at  ihe  same 
time  you  have  increased  the  demand  enormously 
Of  course,  under  those  foices  the  two  metals  have 
drifted  fuither  and  fuither  apart."  Concluding, 
the  Senator  said  : — 

"  Now,  Mr.  Piesident,  that  seems  to  me  a  most 
significant  utterance,  an  utterance  that  would  not 
have  been  possible  from  Germany  eighteen  months 
or  two  years  ago.  It  shows  that  the  effort  to 
maintain  the  business  of  the  world  on  a  gold 
standard  is  coming  home  to  the  nations  who 
forced  it  upon  the  world,  to  Germany  and  to  Eng- 
land. My  own  belief  is,  that  if  there  is  any  pro 
sped  anywhere  of  doing  anything  for  silver  it  must 
be  done  by  a  general  international  agreement. 

"  There  is  a  limited  quantity  of  gold  in  existence 
for  the  business  of  the  world,  and  the  whole  world 
to-day  is  competing  for  that  gold.  In  my  opinion, 
we  could  vastly  facilitate  the  settlement  of  this 
question  if  we  entered  into  that  competition  and 
endeavoured  with  a  strong  hand  to  bring  gold  to 
this  country.    But  in  any  event  the  strain  lhat  is 


put  upon  the  gold  supply  of  the  world  lo-<lay  is 
rnoi  moils.  Vast  sums  are  being  locked  up  in 
military  thesis.  Vast  sums  ate  held  by  nations 
who  dread  the  loss  of  the  metal.   With  all  that,  and 

also  with  the  increased  demand  for  business  and 

01  population,  we  at  e  adding  nothing  lo  the  supply. 

This  means  that  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth 
■  1  e  engaged  in  a  vast  contraction,  You  cannot 
find  a  single  gold-standai  d  man  who  will  not  ci  y 
out  against  inflation   as  the  UllSOUndesI  sort  of 

finance!  and  he  is  perfectly  right,  The  effoit  to 
raise  prices  artificially  by  pouring  out  money 
which  the  people  do  not  need  and  cannot  nor- 
mally use  is  the  artificial  inflation  of  piices.  But 
if  the  artificial  inflation  of  prices  is  an  evil  the 
ai  lificial  contraction  of  prices  is  also  an  evil,  and 
thr-  effort  lo  force  the  money  supply  of  the  woild 
it-low  its  needs  brings  on  an  artificial  contraction 
just  as  an  effort  to  uiciease  the  supply  above  ihe 
normal  needs  brings  011  artificial  inflation. 

"  'That  is  the  situation,  as  it  appears  to  me,  with 
which  we  are  confronted.  As  I  said,  it  seems  lo 
me  a  question  lhat  goes  deeper  ihan  any  other 
question  now  confronting  the  woild,  because  it 
affects  everybody  alike.  I  think  we  can  see  its 
effects  in  the  condition  of  exchanges,  in  the  condi- 
tion of  prices  everywhere.  From  my  point  of  view, 
I  think  there  is  no  safety  except  in  holding  our 
own  position,  and  not  attempting  lo  enter  on  any 
plan  of  upholding  silver  by  ourselves.  The  single 
gold  slandaid  policy,  the  effort  to  contract  the 
circulation  of  the  world,  is  an  English  policy, 
begun  by  England,  because  she  is  a  great  creditor 
nation,  with  a  view  of  increasing  her  profits,  be- 
cause she  has  a  larger  control  of  a  commodity  in 
which  other  commodities  are  measured. 

"  Just  as  fast  as  she  could  raise  the  value  of  her 
commodity,  so  she  raised  her  piofits,  forgetting 
that  she  might  bring  upon  herself  jusl  what  she  is 
bringing  to-day — bankruptcy  in  her  colonies, 
bankruptcy  in  the  Argentine,  bankruptcy  in 
Guatemala  and  the  small  countries  to  which  she 
has  lent  money  ;  bankruptcy  in  her  great  Indian 
possessions,  so  that  she  not  only  gets  no  profit, 
but  nothing  at  all.  England  to-day  is  feeling  ibis 
pressure.  I  think  if  this  country  stands  as  it 
stands  now,  and  if  we  remain  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  situation,  we  may  solve  the 
silver  question  so  that  the  solution  will  last." 

We  have  devoted  unusual  space  to  this  speech, 
because  of  its  great  significance,  coming  fiom  a 
Senator  of  the  United  Stales,  who  represents  a 
State  which  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  a 
stionghold  of  gold  monometallism.  Mr.  Lodge 
could  not  have  spoken  with  more  emphasis  in 
behalf  of  silver,  and  the  ground  he  has  taken  in 
support  of  a  waiting  policy  by  the  United  States  is 
precisely,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  the  ground  we 
have  ourselves  taken  during  the  pasl  two  years. 
We  heartily  congratulate  Massachusetts  on  pos- 
sessing, in  Mr.  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  a  statesmen 
who  in  the  United  Slates  Senate  continues  the 
traditions  of  a  State  which  has  never  failed  to  send 
men  of  marked  intellectual  ability  to  the  National 
Legislature. — Mexican  financier,  March  31. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail." 

London,  April  30. 

Mr.  Henry  Hartley  Fowler  has  stated  that 
neither  the  Government  of  India  nor  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  contemplates  the  re-opening  of 
the  Indian  Mints  to  the  coinage  of  silver. 

The  harvest  prospects  in  Great  Britain  are 
favourable. 


["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail,"] 

Kobe,  May  3. 
In  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Court  yesterday 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  libel  action  against 
the  'Kobe  Chronicle  withdrawn,  the  plaintiffs 
paying  the  costs. 


(SPECIALLY  TELEGRAPH BD  TO  THE  "JAPAN  MAIL.") 

[From  the  "  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 

London,  April  23. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  last  night,  Mr. 
Alpheus  Cleophas  Morton,  M.P.  for  Peter- 
borough, moved  that  the  annuity  to  the  Duke 
of  Coburg  should  be  abolished.  Mr.  Henry 
Labouchere  and  other  Radical  members  sup- 
ported the  motion,  which  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  betrothal  of  the  Czarewitch  and  Princess 
Alix  of  Hesse  has  been  announced. 

A  German  Loan  to  the  amount. of  one  hun- 
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dred  and  sixty-nine  million  marks  has  been 
issued. 

Trouble  is  said  to  be  brewing  in  Swaziland, 
the  natives  being  determined  to  resist  Trans- 
vaal rule. 

M.  Harmand  has  been  appointed  French 
Minister  to  Japan. 

April  24. 

A  very  severe  earthquake  has  occurred  in 
Greece  :  the  towns  of  Atalanti  and  Thebes  are 
almost  entirely  destroyed.  At  least  200  persons 
have  been  killed,  chiefly  in  the  villages  situated 
in  the  province  of  Phocis.  Whole  families 
have  been  destroyed  and  congregations  buried 
beneath  the  debris  of  falling  churches. 

The  vote  for  Uganda  for  the  current  year  is 
fixed  at  ,£50,000. 

A  large  army  of  the  unemployed  is  marching 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  to  Washing- 
ton to  petition  for  the  relief  of  their  grievances. 
Hundreds  are  falling  sick  by  the  wayside,  and 
the  railway  companies  refuse  to  grant  them 
gratuitous  transport.  The  affair  is  causing 
general  ferment  throughout  the  United  States,  a 

April  25. 

The  German  Emperor  has  been  appointed 
honorary  Colonel  of  the  First  (Royal)  Dragoons, 
which  makes  him  the  first  foreign  sovereign  in 
the  British  Army  List. 

April  26. 

Lord  Rosebery,  speaking  at  the  City  Liberal 
Club,  appealed  to  the  Unionists  to  hold  aloof 
no  longer  from  the  party  which  held  the  copy- 
right in  the  name  Liberal,  and  guaranteed  the 
upholding  of  the  British  flag  abroad  and  the 
unity  of  the  three  kingdoms. 

April  27. 

The  Unionist  papers  are  of  opinion  that  Lord 
Rosebery's  appeal  to  the  Unionist  party  will  be 
futile. 

Renewed  shocks  of  earthquake  have  been 
experienced  in  Greece. 

The  bands  of  unemployed  marching  to 
Washington  are  becoming  aggressive,  and  the 
United  States  Government  has  ordered  troops 
to  intercept  the  Montana  contingent. 


(From  Tonkin  Papsrs.) 


Paris,  April  12. 
Several  bombs  have  been  discovered  at  Rome. 

Paris,  April  13. 
The  Egyptian  Cabinet  has  resigned. 
The  conflict  between  M.  Crispi  and  the  Fin- 
ance Committee  it  becoming  more  acute.  The 
resignation  of  M.  Crispi  or  the  dissolution  of 
the  Chamber  is  expected. 

April  15. 

Commandant  Joffre  has  defeated  the  Touar- 
regs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Timbuctoo,  in- 
flcting  a  loss  of  120  killed.  On  the  French  side 
the  loss  was  only  two  wounded. 

April  16. 

Nubar  Pasha  has  reformed  the  Egyptian 
Cabinet. 

The  Reichstag  has  repealed  the  law  against 
the  Jesuits. — Daily  Press. 


(From  Manila  Papsrs.) 

Madrid,  April  12. 

The  Committee  of  the  Senate  is  delaying  its 
report  on  the  commercial  treaties  concluded 
with  other  nations,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Government  has  undertaken  to  obtain  their  ap- 
proval before  the  15th  May. 

The  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
Senator  Sagasta,  stated  in  Congress  to-day  that 
the  approval  of  the  commercial  treaties  will  be 
regarded  as  a  question  of  confidence  and  that 
he  will  resign  if  they  are  not  approved. 

April  13. 

The  Committee  of  the  Senate  are  conducting 
their  deliberations  in  such  a  way  as  will  delay 
the  report. 

The  Government  is  negotiating  a  modus 
vivendi  with  Germany  which  will  overcome  the 
difficulty  in  connection  with  the  undertaking 
that  the  treaty  with  that  country  should  be  ap- 
proved before  the  15th  May. 

April  16. 

Notwithstanding  the  defeat  sustained  by  the 


Government  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
the  commercial  treaties  it  is  expected  that  the 
situation  will  continue. 

April  13. 

The  United  States  new  tariff  comes  into 
force  on  the  1st  June. 


(From  Japanksi  Papers.) 


Okayama,  April  28,  11  a.m. 

At  9  p.m.  on  the  26th  instant,  the  embank- 
ment of  the  Takahashi  River  at  Nakata-jima  in 
the  Asakuchi  district,  which  gave  way  last  year 
and  was  temporarily  rebuilt,  broke  down,  and 
the  water,  pouring  through,  submerged  375  acres 
of  cultivated  land  and  800  houses.  No  casual- 
ties to  man  or  beast  occurred.  Two  thousand 
four  hundred  persons  are  receiving  assistance. 
The  Governor,  the  engineering  experts  of  the 
Prefecture,  and  the  Police  Authorities  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  breach,  and  are  adopting  vigorous 
measures  for  its  repair.  The  calamity  is  not  so 
bad  as  that  of  last  year.  Fully  a  mile  of  the 
railway  is  under  water,  the  greatest  depth  being 
from  5  to  6  feet  above  the  rails.  The  railway 
officials  have  constructed  platforms  at  either 
end,  and  are  sending  the  passengers  across  in 
boats.  The  breach  in  the  bank  of  the  Takahashi 
River  being  narrow,  repairs  can  be  effected  with- 
out serious  difficulty. 

Kyoto,  April  28,  2.50  p.m. 

The  Otonase-gawa,  Tamba  Province,  has 
done  some  damage  to  bridges  and  roads  along 
its  course. 

Fukui,  April  28,  4.30  p.m. 
The  preliminary  trial  of  Mr.  Sugita  Teiichi, 
M.P.,  who   seriously   assaulted   his  younger 
brother,  has  concluded,  and  he  has  been  re 
manded  to  the  Local  Court  on  a  charge  of  at 
tempted  murder. 

Osaka,  April  28. 

The  noon  up-train  from  Kobe  yesterday  came 
into  collision  with  a  freight  down-train  at  Yama- 
shina  Station  owing  to  the  mistake  of  a  points- 
man. The  engines  and  carriages  were  damaged 
to  the  extent  of  yen  1,600.  The  passengers 
escaped  injury. 

Okayama,  April  28th,  n. 15  a.m. 

The  railway  track  devasted  by  recent  inun 
dations  will  require  a  week  to  get  into  working 
order  again. 

Kagoshima,  April  30. 
Twenty-nine  men  of  the  Ellen  (Drumellou?) 
ashore   near  Tanegashima,  arrived  here  this 
morning  by  the  Mishima  Maru. 

Sendai,  April  30. 
The  preliminary  examination  of  Mr.  Oba 
M.P.,  charged  with  violating  the  Election  Law 
during  the  past  general  election,  has  concluded  ; 
he  has  been  found  not  guilty. 

Sapporo,  May  1. 
An  explosion  of  gas  took  place  in  the  Horonai 
coal  mine  yesterday,  and  five  persons  were  more 
or  less  severely  injured. 

Kobe,  May  1. 
Mr.  Foster,  ex-Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in 
the  U.  S.  Government,  arrived  here  yesterday, 
and  proceeded  to  Osaka  to-day. 

Osaka,  May  1. 
Mr.  Foster,  who  reached  here  this  afternoon, 
put  up  at  the  Jiyutei  Hotel.    He  visited  Osaka 
Castle  under  the  guidance  of  local  officials,  and 
will  pass  the  night  in  tin's  city. 

Utsunomiya,  May  1. 
Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  yesterday  intimated  his  in- 
tention of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Utsuno- 
miya branch  of  the  Jiyu-to.    He  has  taken  this 
step  after  consultation  with  Count  Itagaki. 

Utsunomiya,  May  2. 
Sir  William  Robinson,  Governor  of  Hong- 
kong, reached  here  last  night,  and  left  at  once 
for  Nikko. 

Kofu,  May  2. 
Snow  fell  here  last  night,  and  some  anxiety 
prevails  among  set  iculturists. 

Mayebashi,  May  2. 
Intense  cold   prevailed   here  this  morning, 
and  a  severe  frost  is  reported  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Numata. 

Yamaguchi,  May  2. 
The  frost  was  very  severe  this  morning. 


Nagano,  May  2. 
Severe  frost  was  experienced  here  this  morn- 
ing, and  some  damage  was  done  to  mulberry 
leaves. 

Osaka,  May  2. 
Mr.  Foster,  ex-Secretary  of  State  in  the  U.S. 
Government,  left  for  Nara  to-day. 

Nagasaki,  May  3. 
Three  British  men-of-war  have  been  staying 
at  Kyobunto,  Korea,  and  an  order  for  the  sup- 
ply of  three  months'  provisions  for  the  ships  has 
been  given  to  a  merchant  of  this  port.  Nothing 
is  known  as  to  the  length  or  reason  of  their  stay 
at  that  island. 

Matsuye,  May  4. 
Mr.  Nishita,  Superintendent  of  the  Shimane 
Police,  on  behalf  of  the  Governor,  has  left  for 
the  capital  to  petition  for  an  Imperial  visit  to 
the  Prefecture. 

Utsunomiya,  May  4. 
Heavy  rains  occurred  here  to-day,  and  various 
rivers  overflowed. 

Sapporo,  May  4. 
An  exceptionally  large  fire  broke  out  at  Te- 
miyacho,  Otaru,  at  7  o'clock  last  night,  and 
more  than   five  hundred  buildings  were  de- 
stroyed. 


CHESS. 


(All  Com  raunicatiuns  to  be  addressed  to  tbeCmts  Editor.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  is  now  closed  for 
the  season  and  will  reopen  on  Monday  1st  October. 


The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  i  to  n  p.m. 

Solution  ok  Problkm  No.  119. 
white.  black. 

1—  R  to  R  3  1— K  to  K  6 

2—  Q  to  Q  Kt  2  2— P  to  K  B  6 

3—  Kt  to  Q  5,  mate 

if  2— K  to  B  6,  or 
3— P  to  Q  4,  dis.  mate  P  10  R  5 

if  2— P  to  Q  B  5 


3— P  X  P,  dis.  mate 

2 —  P  to  O  4,  ch.  or 

Q  to  Q  B  7,  ch. 

3 —  R  or  Q,  mates  acc. 

3— Q  to  Q  5,  mate 
3— Q  to  Q  B  7,  mate 

3— Q  t(>  Q  7i  or 
R  to  R  6,  mate 

2—  Q  to  Kt  6,  ch. 

3 —  K  to  R  5,  male 

2—  Q  to  Kt  2,  ch. 

3—  Kt  to  Q  s,  mate 


if  i-K  to  K4 

2 — K  X  Kt,  or  moves 
if  2— K  X  P 
if  2— P  x  P 
if  2— -K  to  Q  3 


if  1— P  to  Q  B  5 
2 — K  to  K  4 

if  1— P  to  K  B  6 
2— K  to  K  6 

if  1— P  to  R  5 
2— K  to  K  6 


2—  Q  to  Q  Kt  2,  ch. 

3 —  P  to  Q  4,  dis  mate. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Digamma, 
W.H.S.  ("a  remarkably  well-concealed  Key- 
move  "),  Omega  (who  points  out  the  dual  on 
Black  playing  K  to  K  4,  and  justly  considers  it  a 
great  blemish),  and  J.D. 

Problem  No.  121. 
By  H.  Hermann. 
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WII  ITS. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 


We  have  no  later  news  than  we  published  last 
week  about  the  Steinitz-Lasker  contest.    We  re- 
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pi  intone  of  the  games  below,  which  is  remarkable 
from  (he  fact  thai  Steinitz  adopted  the  Giuoco 
Piano  opening  and  pushed  a  ««  Max  Lange  "  attach 
to  a  successful  issue.  He  tried  the  same  thing  in 
the  sixth  ganu  of  the  match  but  on  thai  occasion 
had  to  be  Content  with  a  draw.  Lasker  won  games 
7  and  8 — details  of  the  play  have  not  yet  arrived. 


Game  125. 
giuoco  piano 

WHITE. 
Steiniti. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  to  B  4 

4—  P  to  B  3 

5—  P  to  Q  4 

6—  P  to  K  s 

7—  B  to  Q  Kt  5 

8—  P  X  P 

9 —  Kt  to  B  3 

10 —  B  to  O  3 

11—  P  X  P,  e.p. 

12 —  B  to  K  3 

13 —  B  to  Kt  sq. 

14—  P  to  O  R  3 
1=5— P  X  K  Kt 
i(3— P  to  Kt  3 

17 —  Castles 

18—  P  X  Kt 

19—  Kt  x  P 

20 —  Kt  to  B  4 

21—  Q  to  Kt  3  ch. 

22—  K  X  R 


23—  B  to  R  2 

24—  B  X  Q  ch. 

25—  P  X  B 

26—  B.0Q5 

27—  B  to  K  4 

28—  R  to  R  5 

29—  P  to  Kt  5 

30—  B  X  P 

31—  B  to  B  6 

32—  B  X  B 

33—  K  to  B  2 

34—  K  to  K  2 

35—  R  to  R  sq. 

36—  K  to  Q  3 

37—  P  to  K  4 

38—  P  .0  K  5 

39—  K  to  K4 

40 —  R  to  Q  Kt  sq. 

41—  P  to  Q5  ch. 

42 —  K  to  Q  4 

43—  K  to  B  5 

44—  K  X  P 

45—  P  to  K  6  ch. 

46—  R  to  Q  sq. 

47—  K  X  P 

48—  R  to  K  sq. 

49—  K  to  Kt  3 

50—  K  to  B  4 
51  — P  X  P 

52 —  K  to  Q  4 

53—  K  to  Q  3 

54—  K  to  K  4 

55—  Kto  B5 

56—  P  to  K  7 

57—  K  to  B  6 

58—  K  to  B  7 

59—  P  to  Q  6 

60—  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

Notes  by  W.  Steinitz 
York  Recorder: — 

A  good  deal  of  surprise  prevailed  when 
my  debut  in  the  game,  selected  a  Giuoco  piano. 
Not  only  because  I  heretofore  have  never  been 
known  to  adopt  this  opening,  but,  moreover, 
because  I  choose  a  most  universal  form,  which 
practically  has  been  given  up  by  the  masters. 
The  new  idea  which  I  had  in  view  did  not  come 
to  tile  surface,  as  Lasker  was  the  first  to  make  an 
alteration  from  the  usual  line  of  play  by  his  eighth 
move,  B  to  K  2. 

My  eleventh  move  proved  a  surprise,  as  I  ex- 
changed an  apparently  strong  passed  pawn,  and, 
furthermore,  deliberately  isolated  my  queen's 
pawn  in  order  to  keep  up  an  attack  against  the 
king's  side.  On  the  thirteenth  move  Black  initi- 
ated an  ingenious  counter  attack  and  a  regular 
fireworks  game  of  sacrifices.  After  Black  checked 
with  his  bishop,  White,  perhaps,  would  have  done 
better  to  play  his  king  to  Q  2,  which  would  have 
yielded  him  a  clear  pawn,  as  Black  was  bound  to 
retreat  his  knight,  whereupon  knight  takes  Q  P 
would  have  followed,  which  Black  evidently  could 
not  retake  on  account  of  B  to  R  2  winning  the 
queen. 

My  nineteenth  move  was  faulty;  a  subsequent 
examination  showed  that  I  should  have  taken  the 
bishop  instead  of  the  knight.  It  would  have  much 
sooner  extricated  me  from  all  difficulties.  With 
my  twentieth  move  I  forced  a  series  of  exchanges 


ULACK. 
Lasker. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  O  B  3 

3—  B  to  B~4 

4—  Kt  to  B  3 

5—  P  X  P 

6—  P  to  Q  4  . 

7—  Kt  to  K  5 

8—  B  to  K  2 

9—  Castles 
10— P  to  B  4 
n  — Kt  x  P 
12— Kt  to  Q  Kt 
13  — Kt  to  Kt  5 

14—  Kt  x  B 

15—  B  to  R  5  ch. 

16—  B  to  Kt  5 

17—  Q  to  K  sq. 

18—  O  to  R  4 

19—  R  X  Kt 

20—  R  x  Kt 

21 —  R  to  B  2 

22—  Q  x  R 

23—  Q  X  Q 

24—  K  to  B  sq. 

25—  K  to  K  2 

26—  P  to  B  3 

27—  Pto  Q  R  3 

28—  P  to  K  3 

29—  B  P  x  P 

30—  R  to  R  2 

31—  B  to  Q  2 

32—  K  x  B 

33—  K  to  B  3 

34—  K  to  Kt  3 

35—  P  to  Q  H  4 

36—  P  to  R  5 

37—  R  to  K  B  2 

38—  R  to  B  6  ch. 

39 —  R  to  B  7 

40 —  K  to  B  3 

41—  K  to  Q  2 

42—  R  to  Q  7  ch. 

43—  R  to  B  7  ch. 

44—  R  to  K  7 

45—  K  to  Q  3 

46—  R  x  P  ch. 

47—  R  X  P 

48—  R  to  R  7  ch. 

49—  R  to  R  sq. 

50—  P  to  Kt  4 

51—  P  X  P 

52—  R  to  R  5  ch. 

53—  R  to  R  6  ch. 

54—  P  to  Kt  5 

55—  R  to  R  sq. 

56—  R  to  K  sq. 

57—  P  to  Kt  6 

58—  Kto  Q  2 

59—  P  to  Kt  7 

60 —  Resigns. 
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which  left  me  with  a  simple  end  gam.-  and  a  pawn 
ahead.  A  long  stiuggle  followed.  White  missed 
seveial  chances  of  finishing  off  ihc  game  in  a 
more  easy  man  net'.  Notably,  in  the  tWeiuH>iixth 
move,  where  he  should  have  played  P  lo  Kt  5, 
instead  of  B  to  Q  5.  Lasker  defended  himself 
most  ingeniously,  and  owing  to  some  weak  play 
on  the  other  side,  it  is  by  no  means  ceitain  that 
White  would  have  won,  after  having  neglected  the 
forcible  R  to  K  Kt  sq.  in  his  forty-second  move. 
However,  Lasker  completely  compromised  his 
game  on  his  fifty-second  and  fifty-thiid  moves  by 
useless  checks,  which  billy  helped  White  to  bring 
his  king  to  the  support  of  his  pawns,  which  now 
marched  on  victoriously. 

Lasker  has  the  following  to  say  about  the  game  : 
Black  sprung  an  attack  upon  his  adversary 
early  in  the  game,  leaving  two  pieces  en  prise 
which,  however,  could  not  have  been  taken  be 
cause  Black  would  have  doubled  his  rooks  on  the 
king's  bishop's  file  and  thereby  forced  a  win. 
White  thereupon  extiicated  himself  skillfully  and 
eventually  espied  a  variation,  by  means  of  which 
he  secured  a  pawn.  The  end  game  now  became 
highly  interesting,  and  White  seemed  to  have  the 
pull."  Black  defended  himself  all  right  up  to  a 
certain  point,  but  lost  in  the  end  by  an  obvious 
blunder  when  the  game  ought  to  have  been  a  draw. 
Many  players  thought  that  with  19— B  X  Kt  P, 
could  have  forced  a  win.  White,  however, 
would  have  replied  (20)  — P  X  B,  and  if  then  20— 
R  X  Kt;  21— Q  to  K  sq.,  and  if  20— B  X  Kt 
21  —  R  X  B,  R  X  R;  22— K  to  Kt  2,  and  has  the 
best  of  it. 


The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  has  closed  for  the 
season,  reopening  on  Monday,  1st  October.  The 
Tokyo  Chess  Club  remains  open  until  the  end  of 
the  present  month. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 
 4  

THE  NEXT  MAIL  IS  DUE 


Nhiinadzu,    1st    May,— Hakodate,  Geneial.— 
Nippon  Yuscn  K.iish.i. 
Yamasliiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,   1,512,  C. 

Young,  1st    May,  — Kobe  301I1  April,  Central. 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Red/>ole  (6),  gunboat,  Captain  C.  G.  May,  2nd 

May,  —  Hongkong. 
Fushiki  MatU,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219,  J.  Wilson, 

2nd  May, —  Kobe  1st   May,  General.  — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Hokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka, 

2nd  May,  — Olaru,  Coal.— S.  Oka. 
Gaelic,  British  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Peame,  2nd 

May, — Hongkong  via  potts,  25th  April,  Mails 

and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  2nd 

May,— Moji,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Glenclova,  British  ship,  2,360,  Walt,  2nd  May, — 

New  York  30th  November,  Petroleum. — Jar- 
dine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Edward  E.  Webster,  Amei  ican  schooner,  98,  Daniel 

McLean,  3rd  May,— North  Pacific  28th  April, 

1,235  Seals. — H.  Alliens  &  Co. 
Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 

3rd    May, — Shanghai  and   ports  271I1  April, 

Mails  and  Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Meiji  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,    1,010,  Nakao 

Masakiyo,    4th    May,  —  Yokosuka    41I1  May, 

Ballast.  —  Lighthouse  Department. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 

Thompsen,  4th  May,— Kobe  3rd  May,  General. 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Glenfruin,  British  steamer,  1,918,  E.  Norman, 

5th  May, — London  via  ports,  General. — Jardine, 

Matheson  &  Co. 


From  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  Y.  K. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong    per  N.  D.  Lloyd 


Friday,  May  nth. 
Sunday,  May  6th.* 
Sunday,  May  6th. t 
Tuesday,  May  ijth.t 

Friday,  May  ntM 
Friday,  May  nth.ll 
Thursday,  May  loth.fl 

Wed'day,  May  16th. 


Belgic  left  San  Francisco  on  April  19th.  f  Empress  of  Japan 
left  Vancouver  on  April  23rd.  t  Peru  left  San  Francisco  on  April 
a8th.    S  Melbourne  (with  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  May  and. 

Perona  left  Hongkong  on  May  and.  f  Empress  of  India  left 
Hongkong  on  May  3rd. 


THE   NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.    Monday,  May  7th. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki   per  N.  Y.  K. 

or  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

For  America    per  P.  M-  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong     per  N.  D,  Lloyd 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co. 


Tuesday,  May  8th, 
Friday,  May  nth 
Saturday,  May  lath. 
Saturday,  May  lath. 


Friday,  May  18th. 
Saturday,  May  19th. 
Saturday,  May  19th. 


LAI  EST  SHIPPING . 


ARRIVALS. 
Ulysses,  British  steamer,  2,300,  Wm.  P.  Lapage, 
28th    April, — Liverpool  via  ports,  General 
Butterfield  &  Swire. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
28th  April, — Otaru  via  ports  23rd  April,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Petrel  (4),  U.S.  gunboat,  Commander  Book,  28th 

April,— Shanghai. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
28th  April,— Kobe  27th  April,  General.— Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Geneva,  British  schooner,  98,  O'Leary,  29th  April, 

—  North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — Captain. 
Toyoshima   Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  29th  Apr  il, — Kobe  28th  April,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Hiogo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  896,  E.  S.  Barstow, 
1st  May, —  Manila  via.  ports,  1 8th  April,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Normandie,  Nor  wegian  steamer,  956,  E.  A.  Bery, 
1st  May, — Newchwang,  Beans  and  Bean  Cake. 
— Simon,  Evers  ix  Co. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  C.  Olsen, 
1st  May, — Otaru  via  ports  26th  April,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Captain  C.  J.  Norcock, 

1st  May,— Hongkong  via  Kobe. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
1st  May,— Kobe  30th  April,  General.— Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 


DEPARTURES. 
China,  British  steamer,  2,600,  Wm.  Ward,  28th 
April, — Hongkong,   Mails   and    General. — P. 
M.  S.S.  Co. 

Saipan,  British  schooner,  75,  J.  T.  Blanchfield, 
R.N.R.,  28th  April,— Guam,  Ballast.— Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co. 
Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D.  Mudie, 
29111  April, — Hongkong  via  ports,  Mails  and 
General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
Oceana,  German  steamer,  1,628,  J.  Behrens,  29th 
April, —  Hamburg  via  ports,  General. — Simon, 
Evers  &  Co. 

Benlawers,  British  steamer,  1,483,  Webster,  30th 
April, — Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — Conies 
&  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
30th  April,  —  Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  M. 
Matsumoto,  30th  April,— Kobe,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  30th  April, — Kobe,  General.— Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Yarrowdale,  British  steamer,  1,920,  Johnson,  301I1 
April, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  General.— Dod- 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Ulysses,  Br  itish  steamer,  2,300,  Wm.  P.  Lapage, 
1st  May, —  London  via\  poi  Is,  General.— Butler- 
field  &  Swire. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
1st  May, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 
1st  May, — Shinagawa,  General. — Nada  Kogio 
Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

Glenearn,  British  steamer,  1,409,  Murray,  2nd 
May, — New  York  via  ports,  General. — Jardine, 
Matheson  &  Co. 

Hiogo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  896,  E.  S.  Barstow, 
2nd  May, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 
Shimadzu,  2nd  May, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
2nd  May, — Hachinohe,  General. —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Geneva,  British  schooner',  98,  Wm.  O'Leary,  2nd 
May,- North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— T.  M. 
Lafifin. 

Kanazawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  895,  Nakai, 
2nd  May,— Otaru,  Ballast. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 

Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219,  J.  Wilson, 
3rd  May, —  Hakodate,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

George  Peabody,  American  schooner,  62,  C,  Lind- 

berg,  3rd  May, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.— 

T.  M.  Laffin. 
Hokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S-  Oka, 

3rd  May,— Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Oka. 
Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  E.  S. 

Barstow,  3rd  May, — Manila  via  ports,  General. 

—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,  3rd  May, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
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Gaelic,  Biitish  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Pea;"-?' 

41I1  May,— San  Francisco  via  Honolulu,  Mails 

and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co 
Retriever,  American  schooner,  75,  H.  J.  know, 

51I1  May,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear.—  1 .  M. 

Laffin.  

PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  JVagato  Marti,  from  Otai  u 
via  ports  :  — Messrs.  H.  J.  Snow  and  Carl  Soranson 

in  cabin.  „ 

Yamashiro  Maru,  from 

second   class  and  32 


3rls  ;  —  Miss  M.  Stewart,  iwiss  juamuuu,  i>..==>  1  . 
mith,  Miss  Barkely,  Mr.  M.  Deans,  Mr.  Parke, 
[r.  1.  M.  Murray,  Mr.  J.  C.  Hill,  Mr.  R.  1. 


Shanghai  ... 

Hongkong 

Vokohama 

Total  ... 


520 

IQO 

8S6 


520 
■  go 

8S6 


—  ">59° 


Per  Japanese  steamer 
Kobe  :— 2    passengers  in 
passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  from  Hongkong  via 
p0rts  :_Miss_M.  Stewart,  Miss  Lamond,  Miss  F 
Sm 

W.  iglit,'  CaptaV.r  Newell,"  Mr.  M.  E.Beit,  M 
Smart,  Lieut.  Panferoff,  Lieut.  Bozkrovny,  Lieut. 
Nas«onoff,  Lieut.  Gerassimoff,  Rev.  G.  and  Mis. 
Hudson  and  3  children,  Sir  William  Jardn.e, 
Miss  M.  Hesser,  Mr.  J.  Hargreaves,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Read,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Laird,  Lord  Dunmore, 
Mr.  A.  L.  Donaldson,  Vicomte  de  Labry,  Dr.  R. 
Mo'ore  Graham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemaitre,  Hon. 
Adelaide  Lister,  Hon.  M-  Lister,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
de  Forest  and  2  children,  Miss  Sheed,  Mr.  C.  h. 
Charington,  and  Mr.  M.  Robinson  in  cabin.  For 
San  Francisco  :-Mr.  H.  C.  Peterson,  Mr.  M.  W. 
Alcock,  Mr.  S.  Godard,  Mr.  E.  Champ,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Dett,  and  Mr.  M.  Ah  Ling  111  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  ports  :— Mrs.  Lowder,  Master 
Lowder,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hovell.  Lieut.  Dixon,  Rev.  R. 
B  Pee.y,  and  Lieut.  D.  Hoita  in  cabin;  Mrs. 
Ozawa,  Messrs.  Fuchioka,  H.  Mori,  E.  Ferguson, 
and  J  Coniwell  in  second  class,  and  52  passengers 
in  steerage.  For  America  :— Miss  Hale,  Mr.  W. 
T  Gracey,  and  Mr.  F.  M.  Gratlon  in  cabin,  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Miller  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butcher  in 
second  class. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  bom 
Kobe  :— 6  passengers  in  cabin,  and  40  passengers 
in  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  for  Hongkong  :— 
Mr.  E.  Abdula,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  R.  Aldndge, 
and  Captain  J.  J.  Efford  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:  — Mr.  A.  E.  McGlew,  Mr.  J .  Scry nigeour, 
Mr.  H.  C.  Marshall,  Mr.  A.  A.  Thomas,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Graham  Lee,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Webb,  and  Mr. 
M.  Marians  in  cabin  ;  and  one  Indian  in  steerage- 
Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports  :— Messrs.  Seemsen,  J.  R.Avery, 
T.  R.  Jernigan,  G.  VV.  Lake,  A.  Matsumoto,  J. 
C.  Wagner,  and  Wadagaki  in  cabin  ;  Miss  Hairst, 
Miss  Idales,  Mrs.  Maruhashi,  Messrs.  K.  Mukai, 
M.  Baba,  and  Y.  Chiwata  in  second  class,  and 
47  passengers  in  steeraga 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  for  San  Francisco 
via  Honolulu  :— Mr.  Alcoafc,  Lieut.  H.  H.  Barroll, 
U.S.N.,  Lieut.  Bcrzkrovuy,  Dr.  W.  Buresch,  Mr 
and  Mrs.  D.  L.  Butcher,  Miss  Chamney,  Mr 
Champ,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Davis  and  three 
children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickson,  Mr.  and  M 
Lem.  Heem  Dott  and  son,  Prof.  B.  K.  Emmeison, 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  De  Forest  and  two  children,  Miss 
F.  Gardner,  Mr.  S.  Godaid,  Lieut.  Gerassinioff, 

Mr.  F.  M.  Gratlon,  Mr.  E.  Grosser,  Miss  M.  K. 

Hesser,  Miss  Hale,  Mr.  A.  Heinholdl,  Count  T. 
A.  Honolstein,  Miss  Hennessey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 

Hogan,    Dr.    Holderer,   Rev.  and   Mrs.   G.  G. 

Hudson   and   three  children,    Mr.   H.  Hewletl- 

Hayes,  Hon.  R.  W.  Irwin,  Lieut,  and  Mis.  J.  K. 

Laird,  Mr.  R.  G.  Lawson,  Mr.  L.  Lees,  Mr.  J.  S. 

Muirhead,   Lieut.    Nassitnoff,    Lieut.  Panferoff, 

Mr.   M.  S.   Pilcher,   Mr.   Peterson,   Mr.  W.  H. 

Player,  Miss  Shed,  Mr.  E.  Holden  .Smith,  Mr.  H. 

Spaulding,  Mr.  Houston  A.  Thomas,  Mr.  George 

I.  Thursby,  Count  T.  A.  Unger,  Rev.  and  Mis. 

'M.  S.  Vail  and  four  children,  Mr.  G.  Waine,  Mr. 

T    Wassiliew,   Mr.   H.  T.   Wingrove,    Mr.  H. 

Wylie,  Mr.  H.  L.  Walker,  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Walter 

in  cabin.   


CARGOES. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  IOO  bales;  Waste  Silk,  81  bales. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang 
hai  and  ports  :—  Treasure,  $116,000.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  for  San  brancisco 
via  Honolulu  : — 


1  o  11  on  v a  1  < r  1  s . 


PRK  pi  cut.. 


REPORTS. 
The  Japanese  steamer  Hiogo  Maru,  Captain 
Barstow,  reports  :— Left  Manila  via  ports,  the 
18th  April,  Hongkong  the  22ud,  Amoy  the  23rd, 
and  Kobe  the  29th.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the 
1st  May  at  morning.  Had  light  to  moderate 
bieeze  and  hazy  foggy  weather  to  Hongkong; 
similar  weather  to  Amoy  ;  thence  to  Kobe  strong 
N.E.  and  N.W.  winds  with  high  sea  and  dull, 
cloudy  weather;  thence  to  Yokohama  light  to 
moderate  and  fresh  vai  iable  winds  and  cloudy 
weather. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  Captain 
C.  Young,  reports  :— Left  Kobe  the  30II1  Apt  il  at 
noon  ;  had  moderate  to  fresh  variable  winds  and 
fine  weather  throughout  the  passage.  Arrived  at 
Yokohama  the  1st  May  at  5.5  p.m. 

The  British  steamer  Gaelic,  Captain  Pearne, 
reports  : —  Left  Hongkong  the  35th  April  at  6.05 
a.m.,  via  ports;  had  light  northerly  winds  and  fine 
weather  to  Kobe;  thence  to  port  strong  north-east 
winds.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  2nd  May  at 
3.01  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  Captain 
Swain,  reports  :— Left  Shanghai  the  27th  Apiil  at 
3.30  p.m.;  had  light  vaiiable  winds  accompanied 
with  fine,  clear  weather  and  strong  north-easterly 
swell  up  to  anival  at  Nagasaki  the  29th  at  7  a.m. 
Left  the  same  day  at  5  p.m.  ;  had  light  increasing 
to  moderate  wesleily  winds  and  continued  fine, 
clear  weather,  arriving  at  Shimonoseki  the  30th  at 
6.20  a.m.  Left  the  same  day  at  II. 30  a.m.  ;  had 
resh  westerly  and  N.W.  winds  and  continued 
fine,  clear  weather  up  to  arrival  at  Kobe  the  1st 
May  at  8.30  a.m.  Left  Kobe  the  2nd  at  noon 
had  light  variable  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather 
to  passing  Oshima  at  8.30  p.m.;  thence  to  Rock 
Island,  which  was  passed  the  3rd  at  II  a.m., 
moderate  easterly  winds  accompanied  with  clear 
weather;  thence  to  arrival  at  Yokohama  at  5  p.m 
light  variable  winds  and  continued  fine,  clear 
weather. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  Cap 
tain  W".  Thompson,  reports -.—Left  Kobe  the  3rd 
May  at  0.12  p.m.;  had  moderate  and  increasing 
S.S.E.  winds  and  oveicast;  at  9.55  p.m.  passed 
Oshima  Light,  wind  increasing  to  moderate  gale 
fiom  S.S.E.  with  heavy  rain  and  high  beam  sea; 
on  the  4th  at  3  a.m.  blowing  a  fresh  S.E.  gale 
with  mountainous  sea  and  heavy  rain,  which  con- 
tinued to  2  p.m.,  when  wind  shifted  to  the  south- 
westward  and  weather  cleared,  but  still  blowing  a 
fresh  gale  and  high  southerly  sea;  at  3.30  p.m. 
passed  Observation  Point  (Vries  Island)  ;  at  4 
p.m.  wind  decreasing, 
p.m. 


1  0 /  j  -I ,  Ordinary    — 

16/24,  Medi inn    $38.00  to  39.00 

1      .j ,  Good  to  Host   39-5«  to  40.50 

16/24,  Reverse    — 

28/32,  Ordinary   41. 00  to  42. 00 

28/32,  Medium    42.00  to  43,00 

28/32,  Good  to  Kent   43  00  to  44.00 

Nos.  38/42,  Medium  to  Best    46.00  to  47.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold   45-00  to  46.00 

42s,  Two- fold    52.00  to  54  00 

P  K  It  HACK. 

aos,  Uoinl.ay    ...    — 

16s,  Bombay    — 


N 

Nos 
Nos 
Nos 
Nos 
Nos 
Nos 


No. 

No 
No 


MHTAI.S. 

Slow  market,  with  occasional  sales  at  quota- 
tions. 'Dealers  want  concessions,  but  holders  are 
fail  ly  strong  and  apparently  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves. 

r»K  ricur.. 

flat  liars,  4  iucli    »3-6o  to  3.65 

I'lat  liars,  J  incli    3  7°  to  3-75 

Hound  and  ainiaie  up  to  J  inch    3.60  to  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3.70  to  3.80 

Slieet  Iron   4.75  to  5.00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20109.50 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.00  to  6.25 

Hli  Plates,  per  box   6.10  to  6.30 

9\\f  Iron,  No.  3    1.60  to  1.70 

ICHROSICNK. 
Small  sales  of  American  at  quotations.  Maiket 
quiet.    The  ship  Glenclova  is  in  with  Oil  fiom 
New  York,  and  her  cargo  will  bring  the  total 
stock  near  500,000  cases  once  more. 

Chester    $1.70    to  1.72} 

Comet    1 .674  to  1 .70 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.65   to  1.67} 

Russian  Moon    1.60   to  t .624 

SUGAR. 

Market  generally  very  quiet.  Browns  are 
lower,  with  free  arrivals  and  increasing  stock. 
White  Refined  also  quiet,  but  prices  maintained. 

PER  PICUI.. 

Brown  Takao    $4-5°  t°  4-fio 

Brown  Manila    5.10105.20 

Brown  Daitong    3-30103.40 

Brown  Canton    4.10(04.40 

White  Java  and  Penang   7.10107.20 

White  Kenned   7.50109.50 


Arrived  at  Yokohama  at 


7.40 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS 
Maiket  very  dull  all  round,  especially  for  "  spot" 
business.  Some  forward  contracts  aie  said  to 
have  been  made  in  fine  Yarns  and  91b.  Shirtings, 
but  no  details  are  known.  Fancies  and  Woollen 
dull. 

COTTON    PIECK  OOODS. 

PBR  PIECK 

eySliiiiinifa— 8411), 3«t yds. 3oiiicbee  $2.40  to  3.00 


2.60 
1.70 
1.70 
'75 


to  3  40 
to  2.00 
to  2.35 
to  3  75 


Nagasaki  •• 

Hyogo   

Voltohaina 
Hongkong 


TK  A 

if  X  n 

NtW 

HAMIL- 

01 HSR 

YORK.  CHICAGO. 

TON. 

err  iks 

484 

42 

SO 

94 

854 

3'7 

"5 

299 

393 

896 

307 

484 

>'5 

484 
92 
1,380 
299 

2,255 


Grey  Shir  tings— gilt,  3«4  y(ls-  45  ioclies 

T.  Cloth— 7H1,  24  yards,  32'mclies   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  jynds,  44  inches... 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards,  30  inches... 
Cottrtn— Italians  a nd  Salteens  Mack,  33 
inches    0 

Vel  nets— Black,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches.., 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4II1,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3II1,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   1  ^° 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4U),  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   • 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5»»  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3  00 

WOOI.I.ICNS.  finviRii. 

Flannel   $o.2?i  to  0.45 

Italian  Cloth,  3"  yards,  32  indies  hesl  0,35  to  0.40 
Italian   Cloth,   30   yaids,   32  inches 

Medium   °-30 

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   

Mousscline  de  I  .nine— Crape,  2  1  yards, 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilots,  54  @  56  inches    0.55 

Cloths— Presidents,  54  <*  5^  inches  ... 

Cloths— Union,  54  ($  J.6  inches   

Ulankels— Scarlet  and  Green,  4  «o  34  Hi. 

per  Ih   


P  K  R  V  A  H  l>  . 
|6      tO  0  21 
PBK  P I KC K  * 

6.85  to  9,05 
0.85   to  I  .00 

I  .60   to  1 .80 

10  2,20 

to  2.85 
to  3.20 


0.25 

0.15 

0.35 

0 .60 

.40 


t"  0.3.5 

I  (I  0.30 

III  0.224 
lo  0.50 
to  0.05 
to  n.70 


0.45    to  0.524 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  27th  April,  since  which 
date  settlements  on  this  market  are  368  piculs, 
divided  thus  : — Filatures,  145  piculs;  Rereels,  34 
piculs;  Kakeda,  189  piculs.  Direct  shipments 
liave  been  156  bales,  making  the  total  business  for 
the  week  500  piculs. 

There  has  been  some  trade  doing  for  the  United 
Slates  market  at  lower  prices,  and  holders  seem 
inclined  to  push  along,  although  at  closing  the  rise 
in  exchange  seems  to  slop  the  business  somewhat. 
From  Europe  there  appears  to  be  no  good  news 
at  all,  consumers  there  being  apparently  content 
to  look  on  and  await  the  result  of  growing  crops. 

Here  we  have  a  stock  of  7,000  piculs  remaining, 
with  more  silk  in  the  country  still  to  come  in,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  prices  should 
not  decline  yet  further.  With  regard  to  new 
crop,  it  is  still  too  early  lo  say  anything  definite, 
but  the  spring  weather  has  been  very  favorable 
for  the  growth  of  leaf  and  there  seems  every  pro- 
bability of  a  good  and  plentiful  crop.  Of  course, 
the  usual  rumours  with  regard  to  frosts  in  the  up- 
land districts  have  been  circulated,  but  so  far  as 
we  can  make  out,  very  little,  if  any,  damage  has 
been  done. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  English  mail  Ancona, 
29th  ultimo,  look  100  bales  for  Europe  and  the 
Gaelic,  which  left  port  this  morning,  carried  886 
bales  for  the  New  York  trade.  These  departures 
make  the  present  export  figures  41,684  piculs, 
against  46,051  piculs  last  year  and  46,310  piculs 
at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Filatures. — Theie  has  been  some  small  daily 
business  in  these,  principally  in  sorts  for  the 
United  States,  and  the  following  prices  have  been 
paid  :  Choshinsha,  $780  ;  Kaimeisha,  $775  ;  Gajo- 
sha,  $765  ;  Hiranosha,  Toeisha  and  similar,  $760  , 
Tokosha,  $750.  In  fine  sizes  for  Europe,  next  lo 
nothing  has  been  done,  some  few  bales  of  good 
silk,  fine  size,  being  done  as  low  as  $755;  but 
generally  speaking  there  is  no  demand  for  these 
silks  and  pi  ices  are  more  or  less  nominal. 

Re-reels. — Very  small  business,  although  pro- 
ducers are  said  to  be  shipping  pretty  freely  on 
their  own  account.  Prices  for  ihese  are  fairly  well 
maintained  at  our  quotations  given  below. 

Kakeda. — This  has  seen  a  considerable  revival, 
holders  accepting  low  prices  and  showing  a  gene- 
ral desire  to  be  current.  Extra  are  offered  at  $725  • 
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HorselicaJ, 


MmiU.1—  No. 
1 1  miles — Uo. 
I  Units— No. 
Ilaiilis—  No. 

limits — No. 

I  Units — No. 
I  lanlcs — No. 
I  ionics — No. 


Daruina    have  been   doner  at  $705; 
A/usitme,  Oxhead,  etc.,  at  $675. 
In  oilier  soils  no  btlsillOSS. 

QUOTATIONS! 

!».._   — 

I  iSlliniliii)    — 

losliii )    — 

14  (Shliului)    

I I  (  lothll)   — 

24  t<>  .1    — 

3    — 

M    — 

Filatures — ICxtr a  lu/ia  deniers   Noni.   

I'ilatiues — li'xtra  13/15  deniers    Nom.  — 

Kilatiues — No.  I,  10/13  ileiliaiii    Nom. $780  to 

Kilatuies— No.  I,  13/15,  Ij/iO  .len  ...  Nom.  790  to 

Filatures— No.  ij,  10/14  deniers    730  to 

Kilat  111  es — No.  it.  13/1^,  14/17. len   750  to 

Filatmes — No.  a,  10/15  deniers    700  to 

Pilatiues — No.  a,  I4/18  deniers    720  to 

I'ilatiues — No.  3 ,  1  | / 20  denial s    700  to 

Re-reels — l'.xtni    — 

Ue-ieels—  lOslui)  Ite^t  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-ieeis — No.  1,  13/is.  1  J,/i6cleniei-«   740  to 

Re-ieels — No.  14,  13  /  in,  14/'/  denier;   7 10  to 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  14/18  deniers   680  to 

Re-reels — No.  jj,  14/1K  deniers    {65  to 

Si  '  |/ao  ilenieis    650  to 


Re-reels- 


No. 

Kalcedas — P'.xlia    720  to 

Kalcedas — No.  1    700  to 

l<alcedas — No.  it    67010 

i<al<edas — No.  2    650  to 


Kaitedas — N 
Kalcedas — No 
K  akedas — No 
Kalcedas — No 


630  to 


790 
Soo 
740 
760 
710 

730 
710 


75o 
720 
690 
675 
66o 
730 
710 
680 
660 
640 


Kxport  ['able  Waste  Sijli  to  4H1  May,  1MU4. 


S  1  A  1  11  1 

1  H J- 9  j  . 

iSgl-gi. 

P  11:111  a. 
22,863 

i1  inn  1  • . 
36.9S9 

1'  inin  1 , 
27.463 

t'lt-irn.t  (  or mills 

3>33' 

3|0QI 

1 ,099 

26,094 

39.65' 

29,562 

Sattlomofila  mid  Illicit 

27,800 

Export  from  1st  (lily 

45. '50 

3'.950 

Morlc,  4th  May   

•  'S.500 

2,100 

6,950 

Vvnilaltle  sup  plies  to  dat 

«  43.300 

47.2.50 

38,900 

Exchange  lias  continued   firm,  rales  closing  as 
under:  —  London,    4111/s.  Credits,   2/2J;  Docu 
clients,  2/2\;  6m/s.   Credits,  2/2^.      Nkw  York, 
3od/s.  U.S.  J53;  4in/s.   U.S.  $53f.     Paris,  ot 
Lyons,  4111/s.  tcs.  2.75;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.76. 

Estimated  Silk  Stock,  4tli  May,  KJ04 
Raw.  »rcolj».  •A/.ian. 

Hanks    — 

filatures    3,550 

3e-reeis   2,900 

Kakeria    550 

Jsnu    — 

laysaam  Kinds  ...  — 


Total  piculs    7,odo 


Cocoons   ijo 

Nosoi-ito    8,070 

Kil)iso    6, 860 

Mawata   120 

Sundries      310 


Votal  piculs  ...  15,500 


Osliu  Sendai—  No.  i\ 


1  ianiatsnki- 

-No.  1,  2 

.  Nom. 

1  lainatsnici- 

.  Nom. 

^odai  —  No 

2i  

Kxpoi  1  It 

an  Silk  lal 

iles  to  41I 

)  May, 

i«94. 

>i 

103-1894. 

1892-93. 

1891-91 

Hon. 

lion. 

Ha  LI! 

lt«.t.|tc  

22,865 
'7.536 

18,309 
26,946 

17,007 
28,268 

A .  1 1  f .  i  c  » 

1  nth'l    .  . 

f  Dales 
 i  PiiMil* 

40,401 
41,684 

45,255 
46,051 

45.275 
46,3IO 

iclllemeiila  and  Diiect  ) 
lixport  from  1st  July  ) 

41,800 

7,000 

46,400 

880 

rJUlll.1 , 
46,550 

4,000 

<\  u  All  U  I'!*-  HI 

pplies  lo  date 

48,800 

47,280 

50.550 

TEA,. 

New  Leaf  comes  in  freely  now,  and  a  large  daily 
business  is  doing.  Dollar  prices  are  above  those 
of  last  May,  but  with  a  lower  exchange  the  lay 
down  cost  in  consuming  market  is  reduced  below 
that  of  last  year.  The  total  export  for  the  season 
closed  on  30th  April,  was  29,13 i,88ilbs.  against 
29,346,977165.  the  previous  season. 

QUOTATIONS  (NEW  LEAF). 

,  '    i    .  f  *  a  .  r  1  c  u  r. 

Choicest    $4o  and  over 

Choice      36  to  38 

!linest    33  to  35 

r'ne    39  to  31 


WASTE  SILK . 

Very  little  doing,  although  there  is  some  enquiry 
if  prices  would  suit.  Settlements  for  the  week 
are  400  piculs,  divided  thus: — Noshi,  260  piculs; 
Kibiso,  55  piculs  ,  Mawata,  75  piculs  ;  Neri,  10 
piculs.    No  direct  shipments. 

Dealers  have  shown  some  disposition  to  meet 
buyers  and  have  reduced  their  prices  slightly,  but 
not  sufficiently  to  cause  a  general  trade.  With  a 
large  stock  and  new  crop  fast  coming  on,  we  think 
they  will  have  to  take  less  money  before  very  long, 
especially  as  exchange  now  appears  hardening  in 
good  earnest. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities  since 
we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer  Ancona, 
on  the  29th  ultimo,  taking  81  bales  for  Europe, 
and  the  Saikio  Maru,  first  instant,  having  about  75 
bales  common  Waste  and  Cocoons  for  Shanghai. 
These  departures  bring  the  present  export  figures 
up  to  26,094  piculs,  against  39,651  piculs  last  j^ear 
and  29,562  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi. — Considerable  parcels  of  Oshu  are  taken 
in  at  $135,  with  some  at  $130.  Joshu  of  fair 
quality  lias  been  done  at  $74  and  a  small  parcel 
of  Shinshu  at  $95,  with  Bushu,  medium  quality, 
at  $91. 

Kibiso. — A  small  business  in  Filature  at  from 
$95  to  $105.    Other  kinds  neglected. 

Mawata. — Some  likely  parcels  have  been  pur- 
chased,  probably  for  the  Stales  at  or  under  $165. 

Sundries- — Nothing  done  beyond  a  small  parcel 
of  very  common  Neri. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons  —  (Jood  to  Hest   — 

Noshi-ito — Filature.  Uest   $140  to  145 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Good    130  to  135 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Medium    120  to  125 

Noshi-ito — O.shu,  (jood  to  Meal    130  to  140 

Noshi-ito — Shinshu,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito — Shinshu,  Good   55  to  100 

Noshi-ito — Shinshu,  Medium    85  to  90 

Noshi-ito — Buslut,  (jood  to  Heel   120(0130 

Noshi-ito — [oshu,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    75  to  80 

Noshi-ito — joshu.  Ordinary    65  to  70 

Kibiso — Filature,  Hest  selected    105  to  1  15 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds    90  to  100 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Hest    70(0  80 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Hest   — 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to 

Kibiso — joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to 

Kibiso — Hachoji,  Good    35  to 

Kibiso — Hachoji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Mawata — Good  to  Hest   160  to  170 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  lias  continued  firm,  and  closes  with 
an  upward  tendency. 

Sterling — Bank  T.T   a/|i 

sterling  —  llanlt  Hills  ...1  demand    a/if 

Sterling — Hank  4  months'  sight    3/1 J 

Sterling — Private  4  months'  siyfht   2/2J 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/2^ 

On  Paris — Hank  sight   2.68 

On  Paris — Private  4  months' sigh t    2  76 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    £  °j  dis. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    \\ °/o  dis, 

On  Shanghai— Hank  sight    72$ 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73J 

On  India — Bank  sight    ig2 

On  India — Private  30  days' sight    195 

On  America — Hank  Bills  on  demand    51$ 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    53 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   53J 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.15 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.23 

Bar  Silver  (London)   agi 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  155,,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices — Bisliopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

MONEYjAND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In. 

vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly   Record  of  all   Monetary,  Trading  and 
Bus  iness  Matters.   Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest.  ' 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TKADE." 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu  - 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  I 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  ot\ 
the  -wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  uniqC 
advantages  to  advertisers. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

TIIK  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  il  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
he  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

^  To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


35 
30 
30 
20 


THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 


'    £g6?.tS,  ,a"d  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
China,  Japan.South  America,  and  other  countries' 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

A/PSS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  a.BIuff,  Yokohama, 
-LV1  wiH  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  original  and  only  genuine.  Re- 
nowned throughout  the  world  as  the  most 
exquisite  Perfume.  Avoid  Imitations 

ATKINSON'S 
FRANGIPANN£     .  STEPHANOTIS 
ESS.  BOUQUET      I   JOCKEY  CLUB 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 

CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  nanal  Trade  Mark, 
.  a    Whits  Rose,"  and  address  in  full.  A 
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Contractors  to  the  British  Admiralty,  Foreign  Govern- 
ments, Leading  Steamship  Companies,  &  Yacht  Owners 
in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


STEAM  LAUNCHES  &  YACHTS 

Fitted  with  KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY  (of 
which  we  are  sole  makers)  are  far  superior  to  any  others. 
The  chief  advantages  are :  — 

1.  Wonderful  Economy  of  Fuel. 

2.  first-class  Workmanship. 

3.  Moderate  Prices. 

4.  Greatest  obtainable  power  for  weight  and  acesp  ac 

cupied. 

5.  Quickness  in  raising  steam. 

6.  High  rates  of  speed  guaranteed. 

7.  Absence  of  noise  and  vibration. 

We  buildSteam  Launches  of  every  description^  rom  the 
smallest  sizesuitable  for  carrying  on  yachils  of  40  tons  and 
upwards.  We  also  build  small  light  Draft  Paddle  Boats, 
Tugs,  Stern  Wheel  Paddle  Steamers,  and  Boats  in  Frames, 
&c,  &c.  We  supply  sets  of  Machinery  separately.  We 
are  also  sole  makers  of  the 

KINGDON  PATENT  LIGHT  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

Stock  sizes,  i£  to  6  H.P.  Burns  less  fuel,  and  gives  three 
times  the  power,  weight  for  weight,  of  any  other  engine. 
Awarded  First  Prize  by  Royal  Agricultural  Society  Eng- 
land, i8go,  in  competition  ouen  to  all  makers. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  in  English,  French,  or  Spanish 
Send  for  Copy  to 

SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  CO. 

WORKS:  DARTMOUTH,  SOUTH  DEVON  (ENGLAND) 
LONDONOFFICE:  I7I,aUEENVlCTORIA  STREET, E.C 
May  7th,  1892.  '  y- 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says— "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  pnrgative  properties,  they 
create  ^in  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  *  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


Awarded  Colo  Medal  Lpool  Internx  Exhibition,  1888. 
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Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
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and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  reauested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same;  and  that  literarv 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  May  I2th,  1894. 


MARRIAGE. 

At  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Shiba,  Tokyo,  on  Thurs- 
day the  10th  inst.,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Cooper  Robinson, 
M.A.,  of  Nagoya,  assiited  by  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Chol- 
mondeley,  M.A.,  of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  the  Rev. 
John  Gaskin  Dunlop,  M.A.,  of  Shizuoka,  Japan,  to 
Miss  Emma  E.  Ely,  daughter  of  Samuel  Ely,  Esq.,  of 
Kingston.  Ontario,  Canada. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


Eight  forgers  of  paper  money  were  recently  ar- 
rested in  Tokyo. 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Nippon  Race  Club 
begins  on  Monday  next. 

The  Nippon  Maru,  wrecked  011  the  China 
coast,  has  been  abandoned. 


The  D'Arc  Marionettes  concluded  their  visit 
to  Yokohama  on  Wednesday. 


The  Tsukuba  Kan  left  Yokosuka  on  the  7th 
inst.  for  Ogasawara-jima. 

An  earthquake  of  long  duration  was  experienced 
in  Yokohama  on  Thursday  morning. 

The  Yokohama  Sailing  Club  open  their  season 
to-day  with  a  race  for  the  B  division, 


The  gross  receipts  at  the  Post,  Telegraph,  and 
Telephone  Exchange  Offices  throughout  the 


country  during  April  last  were  yen  574,902,  a  de 
crease  of  yen  32,697  against  the  previous  month 

A  funeral  service  by  Mr.  Kim's  friends  in  Japan 
will  be  held  in  the  capital  on  the  28th  inst. 

Count  Inouye,  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  in- 
tends passing  the  summer  at  Kamakura. 

Lieutenat  Saito  Koshi  has  been  promoted 
private  Secretary  to  the  Minister  of  the  Navy. 

The  Hokkaido  Coal  Mining  and  Railway  Com 
pany  declare  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  for  the 

past  year.  

Mr.  Harada  Matsusaburo  has  been  appointed 
student-secretary  in  the  Japanese  Consulate  at 
Gensan,  Korea.   

Mr.  Sato  Shozo,  M.P.,  who  was  recently  ex- 
pelled from  the  National  Union,  is  advised  by 
his  electors  to  resign  his  seat. 

Mr.  Kito  Teijiro,  President  of  the  Yokohama 
Doshin  Kaisha,  died  on  the  7th  inst.  He  was 
at  one  time  Japanese  Consul  at  Vancouver. 

H.I.M.  the  Empress  has  promised  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  of  Japan, 
to  be  held  in  Tokyo  at  the  end  of  the  month 

A  forest  fire  which  occurred  in  the  plain  near 
Oyama,  Hoki  Provi  nee,  destroyed  a  wide  area 
of  pasturage  and  burnt  sixteen  military  horses. 

The  Shoyo  Maru,  an  old  Blue-Funnel  liner, 
has  foundered  in  the  Iwafune  Sea,  while  on  a 
voyage  from  Hokkaido  to  Osaka,  via  Miyako 
and  Yokohama. 


Two  burglars,  who  have  been  breaking  into 
houses  of  European  residents  lately,  were 
arrested  by  the  Bluff  Police  this  week  and  are 
now  in  durance  vile. 

The  appeal  brought  by  Mr.  Apcar,  against  the 
decision  of  the  Yokohama  Court  in  the  action 
New  O.B.C.  versus  Apcar,  has  been  thrown  out 
by  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

The  Rev.  E.  Champneys  Irwine,  M.A.,  Rector 
of  Christ  Church,  Yokohama,  has  written  a 
charming  Whitsuntide  Carol,  which  will  be  sung 
at  the  evening  service  on  Sunday. 

The  Jiyu-to  intend  supporting  Mr.  Kono  Hiro 
naka  for  the  Presidentship  of  the  Lower  House 
of  the  Diet.  Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka  will  be 
put  forward  by  the  United  Opposition. 

The  meeting  of  the  six  sections  of  the  Opposi 
tion  held  last  Sunday  in  the  Nakamura-ro  ended 
in  a  fiasco,  no  speeches  being  made,  and  com 
paratively  few  persons  being  present.  s 

The  Railway  Couucil  has  been  in  session  during 
the  past  week.  Several  new  lines  have  been 
projected,  but  many  proposed  extensions  have 
failed  to  obtain  the  Council's  approval. 

Mr.  Takepani,  ex-paymaster  of  the  IwakiKan, 
has  been  found  guilty  of  embezzling  Government 
funds.  His  sentence  is  two  years'  major  con- 
finement and  police  supervision  for  six  months. 

Trouble  has  arisen  between  the  Japanese  set- 
tlers and  the  natives  of  some  Islands  in  the 
South  Sea,  and  a  petition  has  been  presented 
to  the  Minister  of  the  Navy  asking  for  the  des- 
patch of  aman-of-warfoi  the  protection  of  Japan- 
ese subjects  in  the  Islands.  The  Authorities 
have  decided  to  order  the  Captain  of  the  Kongo 
Kan,  now  at  Honolulu,  to  visit  the  Islands. 

The  Times  urges  the    annexation    by  Great 
Britain  of  Zanzibar  and  its  junction  with  Uganda 
Mr.  Asquith  has  introduced  a  bill  to  disesta- 


blish and  disendow  the  Church  in  Wales,  to 
take  effect  in  January,  1896.  The  bill  ex- 
cludes Welsh  Bishops  from  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  provides  annuities  for  actual  incumbents. 
It  passed  its  first  reading  on  May  3rd.  The 
bill  to  create  a  Giand  Committee  on  Scotch 
Affairs,  introduced  by  Sir  George  Tievelyan, 
has  passed  by  a  majority  of  25.  The  Earl  of 
Rosebery,  speaking  at  Manchester,  said  he  was 
not  hopeful  of  passing  the  various  measures  to 
be  submitted  to  Parliament  during  the  piesent 
session,  mainly  owing  to  the  excessive  length 
of  speeches.  An  International  Bimetallic  Con- 
ference has  been  held  at  the  Mansion  House. 
German,  French,  and  Dutch  unofficial  dele- 
gates were  present  at  the  meeting,  which  was  of  a 
purely  consultative  nature.  No  resolutions  were 
passed.  Messrs.  Balfour  and  Courtney  main- 
tained that  the  double  standard  by  means  of  an 
international  agreement  is  the  only  possible  ex- 
pedient. The  Government  ignore  the  Confer- 
ence. The  Chinese  Minister  has  concluded  with 
Russia  a  modus  Vivendi  in  regard  to  the  Pamirs. 
Russia  has  made  large  concessions,  and  has 
engaged  not  to  push  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  until  the  final  treaty  has  been  con- 
cluded. In  a  debate  on  foreign  affairs  in  the 
French  House  of  Representatives,  M.  Blanc 
states  that  the  object  of  the  Triple  Alliance  was 
solely  defensive  and  indicated  the  pacific  wishes 
of  European  sovereigns  to  exclude  the  danger 
of  war.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  France 
being  friendly  with  Italy.  The  unemployed  in 
America  continue  to  seize  trains  in  their  endea- 
vour to  reach  Washington.  The  Militia  have 
captured  one  trainload,  and  the  Ohio  Cavalry 
captured  another  trainload  from  Oregon.  Greece 
continues  to  experience  severe  earthquake 
shocks.  Henry,  the  bomb-thrower,  has  been 
sentenced  to  death.  The  May  Day  celebrations 
on  the  Continent  passed  off  quietly.  The  Khe- 
dive of  Egypt  will  visit  Austria,  France,  and 
England,  starting  on  his  tour  in  July  next. 

No  substantial  improvement  can  be  recorded  in 
the  Import  trade,  though  a  few  "  spot  "  bargains 
in  Turkey  Reds,  White  Shirtings,  and  Italian 
Cloth  have  been  struck,  but  Yarns  and  Wool- 
lens are  still  neglected.     The  Metal  market 
continues  quiet,  and  dealers  keep  out  of  sight; 
prices,  however,  show  no  change.     The  Kero- 
sene trade  is  dull  and  prices  rather  weaker, 
though  no  quotable  change  has  been  made.  A 
cargo  of  American  Oil — 65,000  cases — has  ar- 
rived.   There  are  signs  of  life   in   the  Sugar 
business,  and  certain  kinds  of  Brown  have 
been  sold  at  a  slight  rise  on  recent  quotations; 
and    Refined    Whites  are    firm,  without  any 
actual  change  in  values.    The  Silk  market 
has  again  been  dull,  and  only  a  small  business 
has  been  put  through,  consequently  the  stock 
remains   much    the    same    as    last  reported. 
Hold  ers  ,are  offering   freely,  without  finding 
buyers,  and  business  to  any  extent  can  only  be 
done  at  lower  rales  than  are  now  asked.  Re- 
ports from  all  Silk  producing  countries  are  fa- 
vourable to  the  new  crop,  and  Japan's  pro- 
duction bids  fair  to  be  laige  and  good.  Only 
a  very   small   business   has   been    done  in 
Waste,  and  a  large  stock  remains.    The  Tea 
trade  has   been   unusually  brisk,   and  many 
heavy  parcels  have  been  purchased,  the  total 
settlements  to  date  being  nearly  double  those 
of  last  year  at  the  same  time.    High  prices 
have  been  paid,   competition   between  buyers 
having  been  somewhat  acute,  though  the  ma- 
jority of  the  parcels  do  not  show  any  improve- 
ment in  quality  when  compared  by  grade  to  those 
of  last  year.    That,  as  predicted,  the  season  is 
early,  is  shown  by  the  quantity  of  medium  grade 
leaf  already  handled.    Exchange  has  declined 
somewhat  during  the  week,  but  rates  are  fairly 
firm  at  the  close. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


Hitherto  during  the  week  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  opening  of  a  session  of  the  Diet  a 
prominent  place  has  always  been  given  by  the 
vernacular  press  to  discussing  the  probable 
results  of  the  impending  struggle.  But,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  metropolitan  papers  have 
shown  themselves  less  prone  to  indulge  in  such 
speculations.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that 
the  session  opening  this  day  is  looked  forward 
to  with  less  impatience  than  any  preceding  ses- 
sion. On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
a  large  section  of  the  Opposition  politicians 
entertain  sanguine  hopes  about  the  issue  of  the 
conflict  impending  with  the  Government.  Ac- 
cording to  their  views,  the  present  session  is  to 
decide  the  fate  of  Clan  Government,  and  to  in- 
augurate a  new  epoch  in  thepolitical  history  of  the 
country  by  introducing  a  system  of  Responsible 
Cabinets.  Is  it,  then,  a  sense  of  certain  victory 
that  makes  the  vernacular  press  apparently  so 
indifferent  about  the  approaching  fight?  De- 
cidedly not.  The  true  explanation,  in  our 
opinion,  is  to  be  sought  in  very  simple  circum- 
stances. One  of  these  is  that  the  topics  connect- 
ed with  the  present  session  of  the  Diet  having 
been  discussed  over  and  over  again  since  the 
time  of  the  late  general  election,  there  remain 
little  to  be  written  about.  A  second  and  perhaps 
a  more  immediate  cause  is  that  all  of  the  papers 
most  uncompromisingly  opposed  to  the  Cabinet 
— namely  the  Mainichi  Shimbun;  the  Hochi 
Shimbun,  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  and  the  Ko- 
kumin  Shimbun — have  been  placed  under 
the  ban  of  suspension  in  the  course  of  the 
present  week.  Had  they  been  published  as 
usual,  the  journalistic  world  in  the  capital  would 
probably  have  presented  a  very  different  aspect. 
But  probably  the  most  potent  cause  of  the 
metropolitan  papers'  silence  is  that,  despite  the 
oft-repeated  assurances  of  the  Progressionist 
journals  about  the  victory  of  the  Opposition, 
the  majority  of  the  vernacular  newspapers  are 
profoundly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  un- 
certainty of  the  situation.  These  circumstances 
combined  seem  to  have  dictated  unusual  silence 
to  the  metropolitan  press  on  the  eve  of  an  in- 
teresting and  important  campaign  against  the 
Government. 


The  Grand  Reunion  of  the  advocates  of  a  strong 
foreign  policy,  which  took  place  on  the  10th  inst 
has  been  the  most  talked-of  event  during  the 
week.    Having  failed  to  obtain  the  pel  mission  of 
the  police  authorities  to  hold  an  open  air  meeting 
at  the  Eko-in  temple  grounds,  the  self-styled  re- 
presentatives of  the  majority  of  the  people  had 
to  be  contented  with  the  tamer  programme  of 
an  indoor  reunion.   Journalistic  accounts  differ 
very  much  about  the  number  of  persons  present 
on  the  occasion.    The  figures  range  between 
1,000  and  5,000.    The  one  noteworlhy  feature 
about  the  meeting  was  the  distribution  of  copies 
of  verses  highly  seditious  in  their  drift.    It  was 
the  publication  of  these  poetical  pieces  in  "  ex 
tras  "  that  brought  about  the  suspension  of  the 
Kokumin,  the  Hochi,  and  the  Yomiuri.  The 
papers  belong  to  the  allied  Opposition  factions 
write  in  an  exaggerated  manner  about  the  meet- 
ing. They  consider  it  the  most  significant  event 
politically  speaking,  during  several  years.  They 
claim  that  the  meeting  represented  the  senti 
ments  of  at  least  a  majority  of  the  nation.   As  to 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  there  seems  to  be  an 
irreconcilable  difference  of  views  between  the 
sections  of  the  Opposition.    Broadly  speaking 
the  object  is  declared  to  be  two-fold,  namely 
the  demolition  of  Clan  Government  and  the 
adoption  of  a  strong  foreign  policy.  Expressed 
in  that  form,  the  two  propositions  appear  to  re- 
ceive the  approval  of  all  the  different  Sections. 
But  when  we  look  a  little  more  closely  into  the 
matter,  it  is  noticeable  that  a  great  divergence 
of   views   exists.    So  far  as  the  question  of 
foreign   policy   is   concerned,  there   may  be 
a  measure  of  unanimity,   though    even  here 
the   Progressionists   and  many   of  the  origi- 
nal   promoters    of    the    movement   for  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement  differ   essentially.  The 

latter  are  actuated  by  more  or  less  conservative 


ideas,  with  a  strong  tendency  to  oppose  the  ad- 
mission of  foreigners  into  the  interior.  Led  by 
n  like  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro,  and  others  of  the 
same  type,  and  represented  by  the  Nippon,  the 
Niroku  Shimpo,  and  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
Chuo  Shimbun,  they  view  with  much  discon- 
tent the  subsidence  of  the  Treaty  Enforcement 
agitation.  The  Progressionists,  on  the  other 
hand,  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
question  of  Strict  Enforcement,  and  have  no 
objection  to  the  admission  of  foreigners  into 
the  interior.  But  a  really  serious  divergence 
of  view  exists  on  the  subject  of  Respon- 
sible Cabinets.  With  the  Progressionists,  the 
demolition  of  Clan  Government  is  almost 
synonymous  with  the  introduction  of  Party 
Cabinets.  The  organs  of  their  party  pro- 
claim that  the  Grand  Reunion  of  the  8th  in- 
stant was  a  demonstration  in  favour  of  Re- 
sponsible Cabinets.  The  National  Unionists, 
on  the  other  hand,  can  not  consistently  advocate 
the  introduction  of  such  a  system.  It  is  true 
that  they  nominally  approve  the  destruction  of 
the  so-called  Clan  Government,  but  there  they 
stop  and  show  no  inclination  to  unite  with  the 
other  sections  of  the  Opposition  in  endeavours 
to  world  Party  Cabinets.  Their  organ,  the  Chu-o 
Shimbun,  for  instance,  makes  the  following 
observations: — "The  Clan  Government  must 
be  destroyed  on  account  of  its  temporizing 
and  effeminate  domestic  administration,  while 
its  weak  and  conciliatory  foreign  policy 
makes  the  people  impatient  to  have  it  dis- 
placed by  strong  statesmen."  Thus,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chu-o,  the  Clan  Government  is 
to  be  exterminated,  not  because  of  its  irrespon 
sibility  to  the  Diet,  but  because  of  its  incapacity 
to  pursue  a  strong  and  independent  policy  at 
home  and  abroad.  Hence  it  would  seem  that, 
while  the  hostility  of  the  National  Unionists  to 
the  Cabinet  is  conditional,  that  of  the  Pro 
gressionists  and  others  is  fundamental  and 
implacable.  An  Opposition  composed  of  such 
incongruous  elements  is  exposed  to  constant 
danger  of  disruption. 

* 

The  declaration  of  the  Opposition  journals 
that  the  doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
is  approved  by  the  majority  of  people,  is  chal- 
lenged by  the  Jiji  Shimpo.  No  doubt,  observes 
our  contemporary,  such  a  doctrine  may  be 
popular  among  the  professional  politicians  in 
the  capital.  But  they  do  not  constitute  the 
majority  of  the  people.  It  is  their  custom  to 
assert  that  the  movement  is  very  popular  in 
the  localities  from  which  they  come,  but  the 
statement  is  altogether  wide  of  the  truth.  The 
provincials  are  very  well  affected  toward  fo 
reigners  and  are  even  desirous  of  their  admission 
into  the  interior.  Of  the  large  cities,  Tokyo,  as 
already  stated,  contains  a  number  of  men  op 
posed  to  Mixed  Residence.  But  even  in  the 
capital,  the  business  section  is  in  favour  of 
opening  the  country.  In  other  cities,  the  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement  movement  lias  no  footing 
The  Jiji  advises  these  politicians  to  revisit  their 
constituencies  and  inquire  for  themselves  the 
actual  state  of  things  there. 


of  State  are  responsible  to  the  Emperor  alone. 
The  manifesto  is  also  condemned  as  betray- 
ing a  strong  democratic  tendency.  Hence,  the 
Nichi  Nichi  thinks  that  the  Reform  party  is 
open  to  a  charge  of  disloyalty  and  even  treason. 
In  another  article,  the  same  paper  challenges 
the  members  of  the  new  Party  to  reduce  their 
dangerous  doctrine  to  a  tangible  form  and  em- 
body it  in  an  Address  to  the  Throne.  If  they 
have  not  courage  to  take  such  a  course,  they 
have  no  title  to  distract  public  attention  by 
enunciating  such  mischievous  opinions. 

m 

m  * 

The  Nippon  might  have  been  thought  the 
last  paper  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  Rik- 
ken  Kakushin-to.  But  evidently  yielding  to  the 
promptings  of  private  friendship  with  some 
members  of  the  new  Party,  our  contemporary 
protests  against  the  sweeping  accusations  of 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun.  But  the  manner 
which  the  Nippon  has  undertaken  the  de- 
fence of  its  personal  friends,  clearly  shows  that 
it  feels  the  justice  of  the  charges  brought  against 
them.  It  simply  claims  that,  misleading  as  the 
language  of  the  Manifesto  no  doubt  is  in  some 
places,  the  members  of  the  Party  are  far  from 
meaning  any  disrespect  to  the  Imperial  family 
or  dissatisfaction  with  the  Constitution.  In  fact 
no  defence  is  really  attempted. 

»  * 
* 

The  Radical  organ,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  is  dis- 
charging shafts  of  criticism  equally  at  the  Go- 
vernment and  at  the  allied  parties.  The  Govern- 
ment is  censured  for  being  half-hearted  and  tem- 
porizing about  introducing  reforms  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  Administration.  Our  contem- 
porary declares  that  its  Party  will  strongly  oppose 
the  Government  in  the  coming  session  of  the 
Diet.  But  its  article,  we  observe,  alleges  that 
its  Party  is  in  favour  of  effecting  a  peaceful  and 
smooth  transition  from  Clan  to  Responsible 
Cabinets  by  a  happy  cooperation  between  the 
Government  and  the  Diet.  Harmony  between 
the  two,  however,  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Diet's  suggestion  by  the  Cabinet. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 
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The  public  organization  of  the  Rikken  Kaku- 
shin-to (Constitutional  Reform  party)  by  amal- 
gamating  the  Doshi  and   the  Domei  Clubs, 
attracts  considerable  attention.    The  new  party 
has  been  welcomed  with  particular  joy  by  the 
papers  of  the  Progressionists.    These  journals 
are  anxious  to  show    friendship  to  the  Ka- 
kushin-to,  chiefly   because  it    has  solemnly 
pledged  itself  to  labour  for  the  introduction  of 
a  system  of  Responsible  Cabinets,  that  is,  Go- 
vernment by  Party.    Hence  its  members  are 
extolled  as  the  embodiment  of  everything  true 
and  noble.    But  the  Manifesto  issued  by  the 
new  Party  has  led  to  an  interesting  controversy 
between  the  Nichi   Nichi    Shimbun  and  the 
Nippon.    The  Manifesto  is  certainly  open  to  a 
charge  of  having  transgressed  the  limits  of  pro- 
priety in  urging  the  necessity  of  establishing  a 
system  of  Party  Government.    Commenting  on 
this  subject,  the  Nichi  Nichi  accuses  the  Kaku- 
shin-to of  demanding  a  radical  change  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Empire.    For  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  it  now  stands,  is  incompatible  with  a 
system  of  Government  by  Party.  The  Ministers 
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SOSHl  RUDENESS. 

other  day  as  a  foreigner  was  passing  in 
front  of  the  Chinese  Legation  in  Nagatacho,  he 
met  three  soshi,  one  of  whom,  conspicuous  by 
the  length  of  his  hair,  made  use  of  some  abusive 
language,  spat  at  the  foreigner,  and  then  ran 
away.  The  following  day  an  intimation  was 
ved  by  the  authorities  from  the  British 
to  the  effect  that  a  teacher  in  the 
Eiwa  Gakko  had  experienced  similar 
the  hands  of  a  soshi  also  distin- 
guished by  long  hair.  The  police  therefore  kept 
a  sharp  look-out  for  Absalom-headed  youths 
and  very  shortly  arrested  one  who,  when  brought 
before  a  magistrate,  confessed  himself  the  cul- 
prit The  only  difficulty,  says  a  vernacular 
paper,  was  how  to  punish  him,  for  there  is  no 
clause  in  the  Penal  Code  directly  applicable  to 
such  an  offence.  He  was  finally  convicted  of  a 
misdemeanour  and  sentenced  to  ten  days  con- 
finement. 

* 

#  * 

With  reference  to  the  absence  of  a  penal  pro- 
vision directly  applicable  to  such  a  case,  it  may 
be  useful  to  mention  a  belief  very  commonly 
prevalent,  namely,  that  Japanese  law  has  no 
preventive  clauses,  but  only  punitive.  A  well- 
known  Japanese  writer  recently  illustrated  this 
theory  by  saying  that  \i  a  man  picked  up  a 
stone  to  break  a  window,  he  could  not  legally 
be  checked  until  he  had  actually  thrown  the 
stone,  although  his  intention  of  throwing  it  with 
felonious  purpose  might  have  been  manifest  from 
the  outset.  We  do  not  understand  such  a  belief. 
The  2nd  Clause  of  the  326th  Article  of  the 
Penal  Code  says  that  "  if  threats  are  used, 
having  for  their  object  either  blows  or  wounds 
or  any  other  violence  against  the  person,  or  fire, 
or  the  destruction  or  robbery  of  property,  the 
person  using  them  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour  for  a  period  of  from 
eleven  days  to  two  months  and  a  fine  of  from 
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two  to  ten  yen."  This  Article  plainly  provides 
for  the  restraint  of  persons  who  threaten  to  com- 
mit violence  of  any  kind.  We  do  not  of  course 
mean  to  suggest  that  such  a  provision  is  in  any 
way  applicable  to  the  case  of  the1  soshi  mentioned 
above.  It  does  really  seem  that  mere  verbal 
abuse,  although  accompanied  by  spitting,  does 
not  constitute  a  crime  according  to  Japanese 
law,  though  it  does  constitute  a  misdemeanour. 
It  would  not  constitute  a  crime  according  to 
English  law,  we  imagine,  unless  the  act  were 
held  provocative  of  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
wrongs,  however,  do  not  make  a  right, 
absence  of  penalties  directly  applicable  to 
offences  is  a  decided  blemish  in  any  code. 
Japanese  law  is  not  so  defective  as  to  permit  a 
man  to  threaten  actual  violence  with  impunity, 
though,  as  we  have  said,  many  people  accuse 
it  of  that  faultiness. 


purposes  of  fishing,  but  only  about  a  third  Oi 
their  number  really  engaged  in  fishing  opeia- 
lions,  the  rest  devoting  themselves  to  smuggling 
merchandise  inwards  and  outwards.  Noefleclive 
steps  were  taken  by  the  Korean  Government  to 
restrain  this  illegitimate  commerce,  and  unless 
the  lawful  Japanese  merchants  weie  content  to 
be  gradually  deprived  of  their  business  altoge- 
ther, they  must  endeavour  to  make  their  ways 
and  their  wares  more  attractive  to  the  Koreans. 
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THE   BANKERS  OF  JAPAN. 

There  is  to  be  a  grand  meeting  of  Japanese 
Bankers  in  Tokyo  in  the  middle  of  this  month, 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  future  of  the 
National  Banks.    The  time  is  now  approaching 
when  the  charters  of  these  Banks  expire,  and 
when,  consequently,  their  paper  must  be  re- 
deemed.   It  is  stated  that  a  large  section  of  the 
bankers — namely,    those    doing    business  in 
Shikoku,  Chiugoku,  and  Kiushu — advocate  a 
ten  years'  extension  of  the  charter  period,  in 
which  case  the  redemption  of  their  notes  might, 
of  course,  be  deferred.    Delegates  of  the  banks 
entertaining  that  view  have  been  sent  to  Tokyo, 
but  they  found  themselves  at  first  not  entirely 
in  accord  with  the  programme  advocated  by  the 
bankers  of  Osaka  and  the  Kwanto  districts 
These  latter,  however,  commissioned  Mr.  Shibu- 
sawa  Eiichi  to  decide  the  question,  and  he,  after 
mature  consideration,  is  said  to  have  concluded, 
first,  that  as  to  the  redemption  of  the  Banks 
paper,  the  responsibility  should  be  accepted  by 
the  Bank  of  Japan,  the  National  Banks  pledging 
themselves  to  pay  a  certain  sum  yearly  for 
the  purpose;  and  secondly,  that  as  to  the  future 
of  the  Banks  themselves,   a  law  should  be 
passed  empowering  them  to  continue  business 
as  private  institutions.    The  great  majority  of 
the  Banks,  it  is  understood,  desire  to  become 
private   concerns   at   the  expiration  of  their 
charters  as  National  Banks,  but  under  the  exist 
ing  law  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  do  so  un 
less   absolute   unanimity   exists  among  their 
shareholders.    Mr.  Shibusawa  urges  the  draft 
ing  of  a  law  authorizing  any  Bank  to  be  guided 
by  the  vole  of  a  majority  of  its  shareholders  in 
such  a  matter,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  Go 
vernment  will  present  a  project  in  that  sense 
next  session.    Should  it  fail  to  secure  the  ap 
proval  of  the  Diet,  then  Mr.  Shibusawa  advocates 
the  alternative  of  extending  the  charters  for  ten 
years. 


JAPANESE   TRADE  WITH  KOREA. 

Mr.  Murota,  Japanese  Consul  General  at  Fu 
san,  spoke  in  an  interesting  manner  at  a  recent 
banquet  in  Osaka  about  this  empire's  trade  with 
Korea.    An  idea,  he  said,  seemed  to  prevail  that 
the  trade  was  declining,  but  the  fallacy  of  the 
notion  was  at  once  shown  by  the  fact  that  whereas 
the  total  tonnage  of  Japanese  ships  entering 
Korean  ports  three  years  ago  was  only  160,000 
tons,  it  had  now  reached  400,000.    The  pros 
pects  of  rice  export  from  the  peninsula  were 
also  bright,  for  the  export,  by  opening  a  new 
market,  had  produced  an  appreciation  of  price 
and  Korean  farmers  had  consequently  been  in 
duced  to  bring  new  lands  under  cultivation 
But  the  methods  pursued  by  Japanese  mer 
chants  in  Korea  were  very  faulty.    It  was  their 
habit  to  leave  their  business  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  clerks,  and  to  avoid  going  over  there  them- 
•  selves.    For  the  sake  of  a  paltry  saving  in  the 
matter  of  travelling  expenses,  they  imperilled  the 
whole  success  of  their  business.  Moreover,  they 
had  already  damaged  their  reputation  by  offering 
adulterated  and  coarse  goods  for  sale,  so  that  the 
Koreans  were  beginning  to  prefer  trading  with 
the  Japanese  vesselsof  which  such  large  numbers 
now  visited  their  shores.    There  were  no  less 
than  some  5,000  of  such  vessels.    They  went 
to  the  shores  of  the  peninsula  ostensibly  for 


MISSIONARY  STATISTICS. 


According  to  the  latest  statistics,  compiled  and 
published  by  the  Rev.  A.  Loomis,  the  total  num- 
ber of  Protestant  Missionaries  in  Japan  is  593, 
divided  among  3 1  missions,  and  the  total  member- 
ship of  the  missions  is  37,398.    Attached  to  the 
missions  are  20  boarding-schools  for  boys  and 
51  for  girls,  with  an  attendance  of  1,633  males 
and  2,661  females;  and  73  day  schools  with 
an  attendance  of  4,222  ;  the  total  number  of 
schools  thus  being  144,  and  the  total  number  of 
scholars  8,5 16.    This  represents  education  of 
chiefly  secular  character.    In  addition,  there 
are  Sunday  Schools  and  Theological  Schools 
the  former  with  an  attendance  of  26,959,  anc^ 
the  latter  with  an  attendance   of  367.  The 
native    Ministers    aggregate    206,  and  unor 
dained  preachers  and  helpers  665.    The  con- 
tributions of  native  Christians  for  all  purposes 
during  the  year  amounted  to  62,416.73  yen, 
and    the   number    of    churches    wholly  self 
supporting  was  78.    With  regard  to  the  Greek 
Church,  it  has  2  missionaries,  19  native  minis- 
ters, and  159  unordained  helpers  and  preachers, 
and  its  total  membership  is  21,239.    The  Ro- 
man Catholics  have  81  missionaries,  97  friars 
and  sisters,  30  native  ministers,  and  297  Cate 
chists,  and  the  total   membership  is  46,682 
Thus  the  grand  total  of  Christians  in  Japan  is 
105,319,  and  the  grand  total  of  foreign  mis 
sionaries,  friars,  and  sisters,  773.    The  Greek 
Church  is  conspicuous  for  the  small  number  of 
its  missionaries,  having  only  1  for  10,619  con- 
verts ;  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  comes  next 
with  1  to  262  converts,   and  the  Protestant 
Church  heads  the  list  with  1  missionary  for 
every  63  converts.    Mr.  Loomis  does  not  give 
any  statistics  as  to  the  money  contributed  from 
abroad  for   mission   purposes,  and    it  is,  of 
course,  difficult  to  form  any  definite  conclusion 
on  that  point.    But  we  know  that  the  American 
Board  Mission  has  been  spending  upwards  of 
0,000  (gold)  annually  for  several  years,  and 
that  the  Episcopal  Mission  spends  about  $60,000. 
Reckoning   on  this   basis,  the  total  disburse- 
ments should  be  put  at  $730,  000,  but  we  may 
certainly  reckon  them  at  not  less  than  $600,000, 
or,  say,  i£  million  yen  annually. 

BIRTH  OF  THE   CHINESE   PRINCE  IMPERIAL. 


power  to  all  music,  however  slight  may  be  iM 
conformity  with  the  dictated  of  high  art.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  one  of  the  chief  attrac- 
tions of  the  evening  was  Professor  Dittrich's 
violin  solo,  the  last,  most  unfortunately,  that 
we  are  to  have  the  pleasure  of  heaiing  him  per- 
form in  public  in  Japan.  We  do  not  propose 
to  make  any  detailed  comments.  In  such  a 
case  it  is  our  part  merely  to  express  the  general 
sense  of  gratitude  not  alone  for  the  kindness 
that  prompted  the  performers  but  also  for  the 
great  pleasure  afforded  to  the  public. 


THE  SUSPENSION  OF  THE  "  MAINICHI  SMIMBUN. 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  of  the  5th  instant 
being  judged  to  contain  matter  prejudicial  to 
the  public  peace,  was  suspended  by  the  Mini- 
ster of  Home  Affairs.  Our  contemporary's 
issue  of  that  date  contains  several  articles  any 
one  of  which  may  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  the 
strong  measure  taken  against  it.  In  a  long 
note,  it  severely  criticizes  the  appropriation  of 
large  tracts  of  forest  land  as  Imperial  domain, 
and  exposes  various  alleged  cases  of  mis- 
management in  the  Bureau  of  Imperial  Do- 
mains. In  another,  it  vehemently  assails  the 
Cabinet,  in  the  words  of  an  unnamed  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  sacrificing 
the  Railway  problem  to  the  selfish  purpose  of 
maintainingtheClan  Government  in  power.  The 
Progressionist  organ's  offence  culminates  in  a 
leading  article,  in  which  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
of  State  are  denounced  as  "  a  body  of  impotent 
men,"  "  incapable  of  doing  anything  "  and 
"  good  for  nothing."  Not  content  with  this 
general  condemnation,  the  Mainichi  vents  its 
spleen  upon  Mr.  Yoshikawa,  Minister  of  Justice 
and  Acting  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  whom  it 
calls  a  merely  nominal  Minister  of  State.  It  is 
a  pity  that  a  paper  of  the  Mainichi' s  general 
sobriety  and  judgment  should  be  betrayed  into 
such  extremes  of  party  animosity. 


LOSSES  FROM  FLOODS. 

A  terrible  tale  of  havoc  wrought  by  in- 
undations is  told  by  the  Kokkai.  According 
to  that  journal's  figures,  the  record  for  the  de- 
cade ending  with  1891  was  as  follows: — 

Yen. 

Value  of  houses  destroyed   4,391,781 

Value  of  arable  land  devasted  ...  76,381,484 
Value  of  other  kinds  of  land  de- 
vastated ,..  2,799,715 

Miscellaneous  losses    50,309,511 


Telegraphic  intelligence  published  by  the 
News  Agency  says  that  a  son  was  born  to  Their 
Majesties  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  China 
on  the  14th  of  last  month.  As  the  little  Prince 
is  heir  apparent  to  the  Throne,  a  general  holi- 
day was  observed  in  Peking,  and  great  rejoicings 
took  place. 

THE  CHARITY  CONCERT  IN  TOKYO. 

The  Charity  Concert  that  took  place  in  Tokyo 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant  under  the 
patronage  of  His  Excellency  the  German  Re- 
presentative, was  eminently  successful  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  performance  and  the 
attendance  alike.  The  rooms  at  the  Rokumei- 
kan  were  crowded,  and  the  audience  seemed 
thoroughly  pleased  with  the  admirable  pro- 
gramme provided  for  their  benefit.  There  was 
a  pleasant  admixture  of  Japanese  music,  and 
one  of  the  pieces,  a  performance  with  the  Sa- 
tsuma  Biwa,  evoked  enthusiastic  applause  from 
the  Japanese  listeners.  Satsuma  songs  and 
the  Satsuma  Biwa  used  to  be  counted  some- 
what rustic  affairs  in  the  days  of  Tokugawa 
supremacy.  But  times  have  changed,  and  it 
must  be  admitted  that  in  this  particular 
respect  the  change  is  fortunate,  for  the  Biwa 
and  the  stirring  stanzas  to  which  it  forms  an 
accompaniment,  are  redolent  of  local  colouring 
and  national  sentiment,  which  lend  moving 


Giand  total    133,882,491 

Of  course  the  loss  of  life  was  also  heavy  :  no 
less  than  6,689  persons  were  killed  during  the 
ten  years.  Hence  it  appears  that  the  country's 
loss  averaged  nearly  700  lives  and  13  million 
yen  annually.  The  Prefectures  that  suffered 
most  were,  in  order: — Fukuoka,  Wakayama, 
Osaka,  Gifu,  Hyogo,  and  Tokushima.  The 
worst  year  among  the  ten  was  1889,  when  the 
total  damage  was  estimated  at  as  much  as 
34,000,000  yen,  nearly  one-half  of  the  state's 
annual  revenue.  The  sum  spent  for  the  control 
of  rivers  during  the  eleven  years  ending  in  1891 
is  put  by  the  same  authority  at  40,732,500  yen, 
being  an  average  of  about  3f  million  yen  an- 
nually. The  chief  part  of  this  great  expendi- 
ture was  borne  by  the  localities,  the  Central 
Treasury  having  supplied  less  than  one-fifth  of 
the  total.  No  wonder  that  the  riparian  problem 
is  beginning  to  occupy  a  prominent  place  in 
Japanese  public  attention. 


A  MIDNIGHT  ASSAULT. 

A  very  strange  case  of  assault  occurred  the 
other  day  in  Shitaya  District,  Tokyo.  Some 
unknown  person  entered  the  dwelling  of  a  man 
named  Ishikuro  Gozo,  shortly  after  two  o'clock 
at  night.  He  entered  Ishikuro's  sleeping-apart- 
ment and  trod  violently  on  his  head.  Ishikuro 
awoke,  but  as  he  rose  from  his  bed  received  a  deep 
and  dangerous  cut  in  the  thigh.  Being  a  man  of 
great  courage  and  presence  of  mind,  he  seized 
a  quilt  and  endeavoured  to  close  with  his  in- 
visible assailant,  for  the  room  was  without  a 
light  ;  but  already  weakened,  he  only  received  s 
number  of  sword-cuts  in  various  parts  of  h its 
body,  so  that  he  at  last  fell  fainting  to  the  floor. 
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Hearing  the  noise  of  the  scuffle,  several  people 
forced  their  way  into  the  room,  but  only  to  find 
the  would-be  assassin  gone  and  his  victim  bleed- 
ing to  death.  Ishikuro  is  a  graduate  of  an 
American  technical  college  and  an  enthusiastic 
civil  engineer;  he  is  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth  and  had  a  large  circle  of  friends.  No 
motive  can  be  ascribed  for  the  deed,  and  the 
ruffian  who  committed  it  is  still  at  large. 


THE  WRECK.  OF  THB   "  DRUMELTAN." 

From  fuller  details  of  the  wreck  of  the  British 
ship  Drumeltan  which  have  reached  our  Japan- 
ese contemporaries,  says  the  Kobe  Chronicle  of 
the  5th  inst.,  we  learn  that  the  vessel  went  ashore 
on  the  island  of  Tanegashima,  south  of  the  Van 
Diemen  Straits.  It  appears  that  while  passing  be- 
tween the  islands  of  Tanegashima  and  Yakushi- 
ma  on  the  night  of  the  25th  alt.  a  series  of  very 
heavy  squalls  was  encountered,  and  despite  all 
the  efforts  of  those  on  board  the  Drumeltan 
drifted  towards  the  shore  and,  caught  in  a  strong 
current,  at  last  struck  on  the  rocks.  The  night 
was  extremely  dark,  with  heavy  rain  and  a 
strong  wind,  and  when  the  perilous  position  of 
the  ship  was  discovered  guns  were  fired  for 
assistance.  The  attention  of  the  islanders 
being  thus  attracted,  a  crowd  gathered  on 
the  beach,  and  at  last  two  of  the  islanders, 
with  a  pluck  deserving  of  high  praise,  swam 
out  to  the  ship  and  offered  their  assistance. 
What  was  then  done  is  not  clear  from  the  ac- 
count published,  but  eventually  everybody  on 
board  was  got  safely  to  land,  where  the  police 
managed  to  find  aji  interpreter  to  communicate 
with  the  strangers.  On  the  following  day  a 
Japanese  steamer  named  the  Mlshima  Maru 
brought  the  crew  on  to  Kagoshima,  from  which 
it  is  doubtless  to  be  inferred  that  the  vessel  was 
an  utter  wreck  and  any  hope  of  getting  her  off 
had  been  abandoned.  She  is  described  as  a 
fine  vessel  of  some  three  thousand  tons  gross. 

HOKKAIDO. 

It  really  does  seem  as  though  the  efforts  of  the 
Hokkaido  Association  were  likely  to  exercise  a 
very  marked  influence  in  developing  the  re- 
sources of  the  northern  island.  At  the  last 
general  meeting  of  the  Association,  held  on  the 
29th  ultimo,  the  President,  Prince  Konoye,  was 
able  to  report  that,  although  the  Association 
had  been  only  a  few  years  in  existence,  its 
labours  had  begun  to  produce  a  distinct  effect. 
Between  February  and  April  of  the  present  year 
notices  of  arrival  in  Hokkaido  had  been  receiv- 
ed from  3,900  immigrants,  and  fully  1,000 
more  might  he  expected,  bringing  up  tire  num- 
ber to  5,000  in  the  space  of  100  days,  an  un- 
precedented record.  The  Prince  attributed 
much  of  this  activity  to  the  special  rates  secur- 
ed for  emigrants  by  the  Association,  namely,  a 
reduction  from  20  yen  to  7  in  the  case  of  ships 
and  from  7  yen  to  3  in  the  case  of  railways.  Of 
course  there  was  some  abuse  of  the  privileges 
thus  furnished.  The  Association  often  found 
itself  compelled  to  provide  for  destitute  im- 
migrants who  had  gone  to  Hokkaido  without 
either  means  or  projects.  But  on  the  whole  the 
Association's  efforts  are  conducing  greatly  to 
the  peopling  of  Hokkaido.  Other  speakers  at 
the  meeting  alluded  to  the  necessity  of  extend- 
ing railway  communication  and  constructing 
harbours  in  the  northern  island.  A  project  in 
that  sense  was  submitted  to  the  Diet  last  session, 
but  failed  to  come  up  for  discussion  owing  to 
the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


SAMOA. 

We  take  this  note  about  affairs  in  Samoa  from 
an  American  exchange: — "The  details  of  the 
trouble  in  Samoa  show  that  both  the  Chief 
Justice  and  King  Malietoa  exercised  very  little 
common  sense  in  dealing  with  the  natives  who 
revolted.  The  Chief  Justice  confined  chiefs  of 
the  Aana  tribe  in  a  cook-house  where  pigs  were 
roasted,  thus  exposing  them  to  the  taunts  of 
their  enemies.  The  term  pig  is  one  which  can- 
not be  applied  to  a  Samoan  without  bloodshed 
following,  yet  this  insulting  epithet  was  used 
by  the  Savaii,  the  hereditary  enemies  of  the 
Aana  people.    Naturally  there  was  a  row,  and 


when  Malietoa  heard  of  the  excitement  among 
the  Aana  natives  he  added  fuel  to  the  fire 
by  sending  a  body  of  the  Savaii  as  Govern- 
ment police  to  quell  the  distance.  It  looks  very 
much  as  though  old  Malietoa  wished  to  stir  up 
strife.  If  he  did  not  he  displayed  such  bad 
judgment  in  pitting  enemies  against  each  other 
that  he  ought  to  be  retired.  The  fighting  caused 
no  great  loss  of  life,  but  it  was  attended  by  the 
usual  barbarous  practice  of  cutting  off  heads, 
thus  showing  that  the  veneer  of  Christianity  and 
civilization  on  the  Samoan  is  very  thin,  and  dis- 
appears when  his  blood  is  stirred  by  the  rage 
of  battle." 


SON G  OF  THE  JINRIK1SHA  MAN. 
Tlie  Poets  of  Gieece  weie  wont  lo  ride 

On  a  winged  horse  through  the  air  : 
We  would  rather  i  ead  about  that  in  their  verse, 

Thau  try  to  follow  them  there. 
Old  Homer  sang  of  the  charioteer, 

With  noble  steeds  to  pull  : 
But  when  dead  Hector  was  dragged  behind, 

It  must  have  been  veiy  dieadful  ! 
Alexander  the  Great  rode  Bucephalus  ; 

A  beautiful  steed,  no  doubt : 
But  veiy  soon  would  be  level  us 

If  we  tried  to  tiot  him  out. 
A  lofty  seat  is  a  camel's  back, 

With,  instead  of  a  saddle,  a  bump  ; 
But  your  bones,  if  you  fall  lo  the  ground,  alack  ! 

Will  suffer  a  terrible  thump. 
A  donkey  is  easily  mounted,  of  course, 

And  not  vei  y  fa r  to  fal I, 
When  yon  visit  the  Nile,  oil  a  donkey  you'll  tide, 

If  ever  you  ride  at  all. 
But  of  all  the  ways  of  getting  along 

Over  land  or  river  or  sea, 
As  the  easiest,  surest  and  trimmest  of  all, 

The  Motor  Man  for  me  ! 
He  never  stumbles,  be  never  kicks, 

He  gives  you  nothing  but  smiles, 
He  will  find  your  way,  by  night  or  day, 

For  a  bundled  yards,  or  miles. 
Through  sunshine  or  rain,  be  will  still  tiudge  on  ; 

You  may  go  to  sleep  if  you  will  ; 
And  when  you  weary  with  silting  so  long, 

He  will  let  you  walk  up  hill. 
A  long-eared  brute  to  Balaam  spoke, 

And  told  him  the  truth  besides  j 
But  when  my  jinrikisha  man  goes  out, 

It  may  be  the  ass  that  rides. 
So,  with  racers  and  steameis  and  dynamos, 

Men  may  travel  as  fast  as  they  can  : 
Could  I  do  as  I  chose,  I  would  always  piopose 

To  go  with  the  'Rikisha  Man. 

PlNTO. 


MONEY  FORGERS. 

We  mentioned  in  a  recent  issue  that  counterfeit 
bank-notes  had  been  found  in  circulation  and 
that  they  were  so  cleverly  forged  as  to  defy 
detection  except  by  experts.  The  police  have 
now  succeeded  in  arresting  the  forgers.  As 
usual,  the  Tokyo  detectives  seem  to  have  shown 
much  astuteness.  They  had  no  apparent  clue 
whatever,  but  their  scrutiny  into  the  doings  of 
a  certain  class  of  persons  is  so  close  that  they 
were  soon  able  to  obtain  information  about  the 
sale  of  a  printing-press  to  men  who  had  no 
ostensible  use  for  such  an  object  and  who, 
moreover,  were  spending  money  will)  greater 
freedom  than  was  consistent  with  their  ap- 
parent means  of  earning  it.  This  information 
sufficed.  On  the  261(1  of  last  month  one  of 
the  men  connected  'With  the  purchase  of  the 
machine  was  arrested  and  found  in  posses- 
sion of  130  forged  notes  and  some  copper 
plates  for  forging  them  His  confession,  led  to 
the  arrest  of  seven  other  forgers.  It  appears 
that  there  had  been  two  ringleaders  who  com- 
menced operations  by  enlisting  the  services  of 
an  engraver,  an  ex-convict.  Under  the  promise 
of  a  thousand  yen  for  his  services,  this  man 
consented  to  engrave  a  plate  from  which  some 
1,200  notes  were  struck  last  March.  How 
many  of  these  were  put  intocirculation,  we  do  not 
learn,  but  the  principal  ringleader  is  said  to  have 
spent  a  hundred  yen  of  the  counterfeit  money. 


A  GENKRAL   EXCHANGE   FOR  TOKYO. 

Another  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  to  smoothe 
away  the  difficulties  that  impede  the  establish- 
ment of  a  general  Exchange  in  Tokyo.  The 


capital  lags  far  behind  several  minor  cities  and 
towns  in  this  respect,  not  that  its  need  of 
an  Exchange  is  less  urgent  than  theirs,  but 
that  two  rival  parties  seek  to  monopolize  the 
privilege  of  establishing  an  Exchange  and  have 
not  yet  been  persuaded  to  reconcile  their  dif- 
ferences. One  of  these  parties,  headed  by  Mr. 
Shibusawa  Eiichi,  wishes  to  establish  an  Ex- 
change for  transacting  business  in  nine  staples  ; 
the  other,  headed  by  Mr.  Amenomiya,  projects 
an  Exchange  for  three  staples.  Both  parties 
have  applied  for  a  charter,  but  as  the  law 
forbids  the  establishment  of  two  Exchanges 
for  transacting  the  same  kind  of  business  in 
the  same  place,  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  has  hitherto  been  unable  lo 
grant  a  charter  to  either.  A  few  days  ago  His 
Excellency  Viscount  Enomoto  summoned  the 
projectors  of  the  two  Exchanges  to  the  Depart- 
ment and  strongly  urged  upon  them  the  im- 
perative necessity  of  agreeing  to  some  compro- 
mise so  that  Tokyo  might  no  longer  be  without 
an  Exchange.  This  step  of  the  Minister's  is 
expected  to  have  a  good  result,  especially  as  the 
members  of  Mr.  Amenomiya's  party  are  under- 
stood to  be  quite  prepared  to  agree  with  their 
rivals. 


DONE  OUT  OF  HIS  WIFE. 

Sada  Gonjiro,  a  resident  of  Ushigame-mura, 
one  of  the  metropolitan  suburbs,  was  victimized 
after  a  very  painful  fashion  four  or  five  days 
ago.  His  best  friend  was  a  certain  Mochizuki, 
one  in  whom  he  placed  implicit  confidence  and 
who  had  been  his  intimate  for  years.  He  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  this  Mochizuki  inviting  him 
to  a  little  tea-party,  and  joyfully  acquiesced,  as 
his  friend  had  always  proved  a  model  host.  On 
the  appointed  day  he  went  to  Mochizuki's  house, 
taking  a  box  of  cakes  with  him  as  a  gift.  To 
his  suprise,  he  found  his  friend  not  at  home, 
but  was  reassured  by  the  maid  who  told  him 
that  Mochizuki  had  left  word  that  he  would 
soon  return.  All  day  long  he  waited,  gradually 
growing  more  impatient  and  vexed.  As  evening 
came  he  quite  angrily  returned  to  his  own  home. 
Everything  was  dark  there  :  no  lamp  lit  and  no 
one  came  to  receive  him  at  the  door.  Angrier 
than  ever,  he  struck  a  light,  and  was  surprised 
to  note  a  general  air  of  confusion,  the  bureau- 
drawers  being  empty  and  all  his  wife's  effects 
gone.  A  letter  lying  on  the  bureau,  addressed 
to  him  in  his  wife's  handwriting,  finally  un- 
deceived him.  She  had  eloped  with  Mochi- 
zuki, whom,  she  frankiy  stated,  she  had  learned 
to  love  far  better  than  her  own  husband.  He 
need  not  seek  to  find  where  they  were,  and, 
under  any  circumstances,  she  would  never  come 
back  to  him.  Nothing  of  his  had  been  touched  ; 
she  had  taken  only  her  own  clothing  and  other 
personal  property.  Furious  with  both  his  false 
wife  and  falser  friend,  Gonjiro  applied  to  the 
police  authorities  for  redress,  but  a  divorce  a 
mensa  et  thoro  is  all  that  he  could  hope  for. 

THE  HOUSE   OF  PEERS. 

According  to  the  J iji  Shimpo's  information, 
the  private  measures  that  will  be  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Peers  during  the  approaching  ses- 
sion are,  a  Question  with  reference  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  last  House  of  Representatives  ; 
an  Address  to  the  Throne  about  the  Chishima- 
Ravenna  affair;  a  Bill  for  abolishing  export 
duties  ;  a  Bill  for  the  transfer  of  prison  expendi- 
tures to  the  charge  of  the  Treasury;  a  Project 
of  game  law  ;  a  Representation  about  railways 
in  Hokkaido  ;  a  Representation  relating  to  the 
establishment  of  an  iron  foundry  ;  a  Representa- 
tion with  reference  to  the  illegal  use  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue.  Among  the  above,  the  Question 
relating  to  the  dissolution  of  the  last  House  of 
Representatives  will  be  introduced  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  according 
to  the  answer,  an  Address  to  the  Throne  may 
possibly  ensue. 

THE  CASE  OF  MR.  SUGITA  TEIICHI. 

Mr.  Sugita  Teiichi,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  who  lies  in  prison  charged 
with  the  attempted  murder  of  his  half-brother, 
has  undergone  trial  in  the  Fukui  Local  Court 
and  been  sentenced  to  a  long  term  of  imprison- 
ment.   He  has  appealed  from  the  judgment. 
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The  evidence  adduced  at  the  trial  presents  llie 
ftffair  in  a  somewhat  new  light.  It  appears  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  deliberation  about 
Mr.  Sugita's  act.  His  half-brother,  not  con- 
tented with  a  proposed  division  of  the  family 
estate,  repaired  to  Mr.  Sugita's  house  in  the  dead 
of  night  and  became  so  threatening  in  his  de- 
meanour that  Mr.  Sugita's  wife  and  children  had 
to  escape  to  a  neighbour's  residence  and  sum- 
mon a  policeman's  interference.  The  police- 
man went  away  after  reprimanding  the  intruder, 
and  Mr.  Sugita,  who  had  hitherto  taken  no  part 
in  the  fracas,  now  emerged  from  an  inner 
chamber  and  attacked  his  brother  with  a  sword, 
evidently  determined  to  take  his  life  although 
the  brother  was  not  at  the  moment  creating  any 
disturbance,  but  was  quietly  engaged  in  a  con- 
versation with  his  mother.  It  is  difficult  to 
discover  much  extenuation  for  such  a  crime. 
All  that  can  be  said  on  Mr.  Sugita's  behalf  is 
that  he  did  not  succeed  in  killing  his  victim. 


A   MUTUAL  SURPRISE. 

An  elderly  farmer  of  Aichi  Prefecture  came  up, 
a  week  or  so  ago,  to  take  his  first  look  at  the 
scenes  and  sights  of  the  capital.  He  had  been 
well-primed  with  stories  of  the  confidence-men, 
pickpockets,  and  swindlers  supposed  to  be 
always  lying  in  wait  for  unsuspicious  country- 
people,  and  had  resolved  to  form  a  notable 
exception  to  the  general  rule.  He  had  fortunately 
a  son  staying  in  Tokyo,  and  it  was  with  him  as 
a  guide  that  he  went  to  see  the  parks  and  all 
else.  But  one  evening  he  had  occasion  to 
return,  at  a  somewhat  advanced  hour,  from  his 
son's  house  in  Koishikawa  District  to  his  own 
hotel  in  Nihonbashi.  Nearing  Megane-bashi,  he 
saw  same  black  shadow  darkly  outlined  against 
the  wall  in  a  side-street,  and  the  shadow  evident- 
ly appeared  to  be  dogging  him.  This  doubt- 
less, thought  he,  was  one  of  those  desperadoes 
of  whom  he  had  heard  and  read  so  much.  So 
he  took  to  his  heels,  and  the  black  thing  started 
after  him.  Both  were  swift  runners;  the  old 
man,  winged  with  fear,  raced  over  the  bridge 
shouting  "  Save  life  !  To  the  rescue  1 "  While 
the  pursuer  silently  closed  on  his  prey.  Para- 
lysed with  fright,  the  old  farmer  turned  around 
to  face  his  dreaded  captor, — and  found  him  to 
be  only  a  constable  who,  his  suspicions  having 
been  aroused  by  the  stealthy,  slinking  gait  of 
the  countryman,  had  believed  him  to  be  some 
thief  or  escaped  criminal.  Mutual  explanations 
followed,  with  mutual  apologies. 


SCARCITY  OF  COAL. 

Tokyo  is  said  to  be  threatened  with  a  scarcity 
of  coal.  This  state  of  affairs  is  attributed  to  a 
greatly  increased  demand  from  the  Kansei  dis- 
tricts and  abroad,  so  that  the  comparatively 
small  available  stock  of  Kiushu  coal  barely 
suffices  to  implement  fixed  contracts.  Several 
of  the  Tokyo  factories  are  said  to  be  embar- 
rassed, and  when  the  Railway  Bureau  recently 
invited  tenders  for  a  supply  of  coal,  only  one 
tender  was  received,  namely,  from  the  Tanko 
Company  of  Hokkaido.  Meanwhile,  it  is  alleged 
that  the  consumption  in  Tokyo  has  greatly  in- 
creased, the  Railway  Department  alone  requir- 
ing 20,000  tons  more  than  before,  and  the  needs 
of  the  factories  are  similarly  growing.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  chief  source  of  supply  for 
Tokyo  is  the  Hokkaido  mines,  and  of  the 
400,000  tons  produced  there  generally,  370,000 
have  already  been  contracted  for,  so  that  a  very 
small  quantity  remains  available  for  the  general 
public. 


KITSUNE-TSUKI. 

Despite  all  that  may  be  said  to  the  contrary, 
the  majority  of  the  Japanese  still  attribute  super- 
natural powers  to  the  fox  and  racoon-dog  (Ja- 
nuki),  and  even  men  of  learning  are  not  easily 
disabused  of  their  inherited  belief  in  Kilsune- 
tsuki,  or  fox-magic.  There  is  still  much  to  be 
said  on  the  subject  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  in  some  instances  of  the  so-called  Kitsune- 
tmki  we  have  to  do  with  a  phase  of  cerebral  ex- 
altation as  yet  unknown  to  Western  science. 
The  latest  case  recorded  must  be  confessed 
very  strange,  premising  always  that  the  data 
as|given  are  correct.    Egawa  Ginzo  is  a  native 


of  Oimura,  near  Tokyo,  well-known  for  his 
physical  stiength  and  skill  in  gambling.  A 
week  or  so  ago  he  had  occasion  to  call  on  a 
friend  at  a  little  distance,  returning  home  late 
at  night.  It  was  at  once  observed  that  his  looks 
were  wild  and  his  conduct  strange.  He  called 
for  sakatia  fried  in  oil — foxes  are  supposed  to 
be  very  found  of  that  diet — and  repeatedly  stated 
that  he  had  been  metamorphosed  into  a  fox, 
advising  the  inmates  of  the  house  to  treat  him 
with  honour  as  he  had  become  Inari-sama. 
This  remarkable  delusion  continued  for  several 
days,  although  the  patient  appeared  in  his 
usual  health.  Various  medicines  were  unsuc- 
cessfully exhibited  and  his  family  prayed  night 
and  morning  to  their  gods  to  cure  him.  "We 
doubt  his  recovery  being  attributable  to  any 
interposition  on  the  part  of  the  gods,"  scepti- 
cally remarks  the  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun,  "  but 
at  all  events  he  is  sane  now."  The  attack  seems 
to  have  left  him  very  weak  and  since  his  con- 
valescence he  has  lost  rather  than  regained 
strength.  European  scientists  would  probably 
call  this  a  mild  case  of  temporary  dementia, 
accompanied  with  a  fixed  hallucination.  Such 
things  are  frequent  even  in  a  Western  world. 


ARREST  OF  MR.  J.  RITCHIE. 

Yesterday  morning,  says  the  Kobe  Chronicle 
of  the  9th  inst.,  the  Japanese  Police,  acting  on 
a  warrant  issued  by  the  British  Consul,  entered 
the  house  on  the  hill  of  Mr.  da  Silva  and  ar- 
rested Mr.  J.Ritchie  therein.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Mr.  Ritchie,  over  whom  the  Japanese 
claim  jurisdiction  as  a  Portuguese,  was  sentenced 
some  nine  or  ten  months  ago  to  a  month's 
imprisonment  for  an  assault  on  a  Japanese, 
but  left  the  country  just  before  the  sentence  was 
pronounced,  for  the  purpose,  it  was  said,  of 
obtaining  papers  in  Hongkong  proving  that  he 
was  a  British  subject  and  therefore  not  amenable 
to  Japanese  laws.  It  is  said  that  he  returned  some 
little  time  ago  to  Kobe,  where  we  understand  his 
wife  and  family  are  still  resident,  and  has  since 
been  in  hiding,  but  the  Japanese  police  getting 
wind  of  this  have  now  arrested  him,  and  he  will 
doubtless  have  to  serve  his  sentence.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  from  the  evidence  given  at  the 
trial  it  appeared  that  the  complainant,  while 
walking  near  Mr.  Ritchie's  house,  was  called 
an  aho  by  one  of  his  children,  and  that  he  then 
pushed  the  child,  which  fell  down.  Mr.  Ritchie 
came  out  on  hearing  the  child  cry,  and  a  row 
took  place  in  which  the  complainant  was  struck. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  the  sentence  appears  a  harsh  one,  but 
as  the  defendant  absconded  for  a  while  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  it  is  hardly  pro- 
bable that  it  will  now  be  reduced. 


England's  new  coaling  station. 
The  rumour  that  Great  Britain  has  negotiated 
with  Peru  for  the  acquisition  of  the  island  of 
San  Lorenzo  as  a  naval  coaling  station,  seems 
not  unlikely  to  be  true.  Concerning  the  island 
and  its  situation,  we  take  the  following  from  an 
American  journal: — 

There  are  a  very  few  good  harbours  in  the  west 
coast  of  South  America  and  these  are  Payta, 
Chimbote,  and  Callao,  in  Peru,  and  Guayacan  and 
Talcahuano,  in  Chili,  the  rest  being  open  load- 
steads,  shallow  bays,  or  bays  exposed  to  certain 
winds,  like  Valparaiso,  which  is  defenceless  against 
the  noith  winds — the  prevailing  winter  winds.  A 
naval  station  at  Callao  Bay,  where  San  Lorenzo 
stands,  combines  the  advantages  afforded  by  a 
good  harbour  with  those  of  being  in  a  central 
position  on  that  coast,  in  a  healthy  and  tempeiate 
climate  ami  within  easy  icach  of  the  well  supplied 
markets  of  Lima  and  Callao. 

Moreover,  there  is  at  Callao  a  floating  dock 
capable  of  lifting  five  thousand  tons,  owned  by  an 
English  company;  a  mole  or  darsena,  including 
docks  and  piers,  whose  total  length  of  sea  wall 
is  4,520  feet,  enclosing  a  space  of  fifty-two 
acres,  with  berthing  accommodations  for  large 
ships  which  can  find  fresh  water  supply  at 
eight  different  points  of  said  mole,  eighteen  heavy 
steam  cranes  connected  by  a  triple  line  of  rails  with 
the  railroad  running  to  Lima  and  the  Cordilleras, 
as  well  as  with  the  storehouses,  foundries,  and 
machine  shops  of  the  port,  one  of  the  largest  of 
which  is  thai  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Navigation  Com- 
pany, the  English  company  of  steamships  doing 
the  service  between  Panama  and  Valparaiso.  The 


woiks  of  this  company  consist  of  steam  cianes 
placed  on  then  own  piers,  which  sei  ve  for  loading 
and  unloading  ;  uon  and  brass  foundries,  at  I  dice i  s' 

simps,  with  steam  power, siid  storehouses  covering 

an  aiea  of  180,000  squai  e  feel. 

It  is  possible  with  all  these  facilities  to  repair, 
clean,  water,  and  supply  ships  at  Callao  with  gieal 
ease,  and  il  111  addition  to  all  (his  the  English 
vessels  could  be  piolected  by  a  land  loiliesson 
the  San  Lorenzo  Island,  the  ideal  conditions  for  a 
naval  station  would  be  fulfilled. 

Callao  is  built  along  a  spit  of  laud  and  011  the 
shores  of  a  targe  bay  facing  north.  Two  lines  of 
railroad  connect  il  with  Lima,  a  distance  of  eight 
miles  over  a  plain,  which  rises  slightly  to  the  foot 
of  the  Maritime  Cordilleras,  The  spit,  at  the 
exlieme  of  which  is  the  bathing  icsoil  called  La 
Punta,  is  separated  fiotn  the  high  and  barren 
island  of  San  Loienzo  by  a  naitow  channel  called 
"  Boqueion."  This  island,  about  two  miles  long 
and  a  thousand  feet  high,  stands  to  the  south 
of  the  Bay  of  Callao,  protecting  it  against 
the  pievailing  winds,.  Il  n  very  rocky  and 
affords  but  one  landing  place.  The  lighthouse 
placed  at  first  on  its  highest  point  was  found  to 
be  of  no  service  in  the  foggy  season  on  account 
of  its  enormous  elevation  and  was  lowered  to  the 
exlieme  west  of  the  island.  The  lack  of  facilities 
was  the  only  thing  which  kept  the  Chilians  from 
mounting  guns  on  its  summit  and  thus  accomplish 
the  desti  uction  of  Callao  without  endangei  ing  their 
ships,  for  Peru  had  left  il  entirely  unfortified  and 
deserted. 

As  San  Loienzo  is  about  five  miles  fioin  the 
central  portion  of  Callao  and  only  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  La  Punta,  long  range  guns  of  the  most 
improved  type  placed  on  San  Lorenzo  could  not 
only  leach  Callao,  but  even  Lima.  On  this  ac- 
count it  seems  difficult  to  believe  that  Peru  would 
hand  itself  so  readily  into  the  hands  of  England, 
while,  011  the  other  hand,  the  realization  that  the 
country  while  without  a  navy  will  be  in  Chili's 
hands,  makes  it  possible  to  imagine  the  accept- 
ance of  Peru  of  such  a  contract  as  the  one  men- 
tioned at  the  beginning  of  this  article.  Peruvians 
of  no  low  rank  have  often  spoken  of  granting 
Chimbote  to  the  United  Stales  for  a  naval  station, 
and  their  sympathies  are  more  with  Americans 
than  with  Englishmen. 


POVERTY  IN  TOKYO. 

The  number  of  destitute  in  the  metropolis  ac- 
cording to  recent  investigations,  is  sadly  on  the 
increase.  A  great  deal  is  kept  out  of  sight 
or  rarely  becomes  public;  but  a  walk  through 
a  side  street  of  any  of  the  thickly  populated  dis- 
tricts will  reveal  the  existence  of  great  distress 
and  dire  poverty.  Quarrels  over  very  ^>etty 
sums  of  money  are  more  frequent  than  ever. 
Quite  recently  a  serious  disturbance  occurred 
near  Kanda  Myojin,  the  origin  of  the  fracas 
being  the  inability  of  a  kurumaya  to  collect  one 
sen  five  rift  from  a  debtor.  Toward  the  end  of 
last  month  a  man  in  Shitaya  District  was  beaten 
over  the  head  and  badly  wounded  by  a  one- 
time friend  to  whom  he  refused  the  loan  of  a 
few  sen.  These  and  similar  instances  have 
prompted  several  of  the  vernacular  press  to  urge 
the  adoption  of  some  remedial  measure.  The 
present  state  of  affairs,  they  claim,  cannot  long 
continue ;  some  organization  should  be  set  011 
foot  that  might  unostentatiously  and  impartially 
relieve  the  bitter  distress  of  the  worthy  poor. 
This  is  very  good  advice.  Japan  has  few 
philanthropists,  and  even  these  are  gener<dly 
men  of  small  means.  Anything  like  an  organiz- 
ed popular  effort  to  succor  the  destitute  has  not 
yet  been  made,  and  measures  of  this  description 
would  do  greater  service  to  the  State  than  reams 
of  political  rant  and  scores  of  loud-mouthed 
demagogues. 


TAKING  NEITHER  SCRIP   NOR  STAFF. 

The  story  of  a  youth  of  genuine  faith  is  told  by 
the  vernacular  press.  Having  graduated  at  a 
Buddhist  school,  he  became  a  novitiate  in  the 
Hompuku  Temple  of  Tokushima,  and  abscond- 
ed from  that  place,  with  3  sen  in  his  pocket,  to 
preach  the  doctrine  of  Shaka.  His  sermons 
were  sufficiently  eloquent  to  support  him,  until 
a  certain  Mr.  Bright,  an  English  tourist  then 
in  Kobe,  took  an  interest  in  him  and  obtained 
for  him  a  position  as  servant  in  a  steamer,  and 
finally  a  passage  in  a  vessel  voyaging  to  Austra- 
lia and  New  Zealand.  There  the  young  man 
continued  his  religious  propagandism,  but  with 
what  success  we  are  not  told.  Recently  he 
came  back  to  Japan  for  some  books,  having 


554 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[May  12,  1894. 


failed  to  supply  himself  with  that  essential,  and 
then  started  for  Shanghai,  whence  he  intends  to 
go  for  a  couple  of  years  to  India  and  ultimately 
to  America.  A  missionary  who  commences  his 
career  of  propagandism  with  three  farthings  in 
his  pocket,  and  never  asks  any  "society"  to 
supplement  that  sum,  is  assuredly  a  courage- 
ous zealot. 


PUBLIC  INSULTS  WITHOUT  VIOLENCE. 

We  recently  quoted  from  the  vernacular  press 
a  report  with  refence  to  a  Soshi  who,  having 
used  abusive  language  toward  a  foreigner  in 
the  street  and  spat  at  him,  was  arrested  and 
punished  by  confinement  without  hard  labour 
and  a  fine.  The  Japanese  journals,  describing 
the  case,  said  that  the  Court  had  been  perplexed 
how  to  deal  with  the  culprit,  as  the  Penal  Code 
contains  no  provision  bearing  directly  upon 
such  an  offence.  A  correspondent  now  writes 
t0  us: — "Not  only  does  the  Code  punish  for 
threats  (threats  against  persons  and  threats 
against  things),  but  it  also  punishes  for  public 
abuse.  Art.  426,  Clause  12  is  formal.  It  says  : 
Any  one  who  shall  have  publicly  abused  an  in- 
dividual shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  minor 
confinement  for  a  period  of  from  2  to  5  days, 
and  a  fine  of  from  50  sen  to  1.50  yen." 


BRAZIL. 

Vernacular  newspapers  believe  that  Brazil  is 
about  to  be  added  to  the  Powers  having  treaties 
with  Japan.  It  is  a  question  of  utilizing  Japanese 
labour  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  great 
South-American  Republic.  Probably  this  ques- 
tion would  have  been  brought  upon  the  tapis 
much  sooner  but  for  the  domestic  troubles  that 
have  agitated  Brazil.  In  fact  an  application 
for  permission  to  send  over  a  party  of  emigrants 
was  made  last  year  by  Japanese  agents  to  the 
Foreign  Office  in  Tokyo,  but  the  Government 
of  this  country  having  wisely  resolved  not  to 
give  official  sanction  to  any  scheme  of  emigra- 
tion unless  it  can  be  internationally  supervised 
rejected  the  application.  Thus  the  question  of 
a  treaty  came  upon  the  tapis  and  it  is  now  stated 
that  the  duty  of  negotiating  it  has  been  en- 
trusted to  the  Brazilian  Consul  in  Shanghai  who 
will  shortly  come  to  Tokyo  for  the  purpose. 
An  immediate  opening  is  said  to  exist  for  2,oco 
labourers  on  the  coffee  and  sugar  plantations 
and  the  number  may  ultimately  swell  to  as 
much,  as  100,000. 


FOOTBALL. 

What  football  involves  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  note  in  the  Lancet :—"  Accidents 
at  football  in  England  during  the  last  quarter 
of  1893  : — Two  concussions  of  the  spine,  in  one 
of  which  it  was  stated  that  three  ribs  were  torn 
from  the  spinal  column ;  one  concussion  of  the 
brain,  one  fracture  of  the  thigh,  sixteen  fractures 
of  the  leg,  this  list  including  fractures  of  either 
or  both  bones  and  of  simple  or  compound 
nature  ;  fifteen  fractures  of  the  arm,  no  particu- 
lars having  reached  us  whether  of  the  arm 
proper  or  of  the  forearm.  Five  deaths  were  re- 
ported. Accidents  at  football-during  the  expired 
portion  of  1894: — One  concussion  of  the  brain, 
fifteen  fractures  of  the  leg,  six  fractures  of  the 
collar-bone,  one  fracture  of  the  shoulder  blade, 
one  fracture  of  the  arm,  five  dislocated  shoulders, 
and  one  dislocated  knee,  to  which  must  be 
added  six  undescribed  cases  of  injury  to  legs, 
back,  head,  and  abdomen,  necessitating  hospital 
treatment,  three  of  which  resulted  in  death. 
Fifteen  deaths  were  reported." 


A   DARING  ATTEMPT. 

Two  most  clever  rascals  recently  made  an 
tempt  at  intimidating  the  managers  of  theMeiji 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  A  couple  of  police- 
men entered  the  Company's  offices  in  Nihom- 
bashi  District,  Tokyo,  early  in  the  forenoon, 
demanding  to  see  the  managers  at  once.  Shown 
into  the  inner  office,  they  stated  that  the  police 
authorities  had  heard  that  some  of  the  Com- 
pany's officers  had  recently  attempted  to  put 
counterfeit  money  into  circulation,  and  that 
they  were  armed  with  a  warrant,  which  they 
produced,  to  look  over  all  the  cash  in  the 
Company's  safe,  to  prove  the  truth  or  fallacy 


of  the  report.  The  managers  naturally  enough 
demurred  to  this,  but  the  warrant  was  not 
to  be  disobeyed  and  finally  all  the  funds  in 
hand  were  produced  for  inspection.  Never- 
theless there  seemed  to  be  something  strange 
about  the  conduct  of  the  two  constables,  and  the 
whole  affair  looked  very  mysterious.  Telephonic 
communication  was  privately  conveyed  to  police 
head-quarters,  but  not  without  the  act  being 
noticed  by  the  two  "  inspectors."  One  of  them 
quietly  slipped  out,  alleging  his  necessary  return 
to  the  office  for  further  aid  ;  the  other  stated  that 
he  had  found  nothing  suspicious  among  the 
notes  examined,  but  that  to  allay  the  doubts  of 
his  chief  he  would  take  fifty  bills,  selected  at 
random,  as  specimens  of  the  whole.  He  made 
up  a  neat  little  parcel  while  he  spoke,  and  was 
just  about  to  decamp  with  his  booty  when  a 
number  of  dona  fide  constables  arrived  at  full 
speed  in  jinrikisha  and  seized  the  man.  As 
the  managers  had  suspected,  he  was  an  arrant 
impostor  disguised  as  a  policeman.  The  follow- 
ing night  his  accomplice  was  also  arrested,  and 
proved  to  be  a  well-known  criminal  resident  of 
Asakusa  District.  It  is  rare  indeed  that  Japan- 
ese thieves  exhibit  such  daring  as  these  two. 


EPIDEMIC  STATISTICS. 

A  medical  journal  publishes  some  interesting 
statistics  concerning  the  prevalence  last  year  of 
what  are  known  as  the  "  six  epidemics," — 
cholera,  typhus,  diphtheria,  gastric  typhoid, 
relapsing  typhus,  and  dysentry.  No  less  than 
250,250  cases  were  recorded  during  twelve 
months,  with  a  percentage  of  64.1  death 
among  males  and  25.85  females.  Compared 
with  1892,  a  total  increase  of  104,484  cases, 
with  27,828  deaths,  is  very  alarming.  This 
enormous  increase  is  ascribed  to  the  un- 
usual prevalence  of  a  very  stubborn  and  fatal 
form  of  dysentry.  All  prefectural  governors 
have  been  advised  to  take  every  step  to  prevent 
so  sad  a  showing  again  this  year,  and  to  be 
strict  in  the  enforcement  of  sanitary  precau- 
tions. Specialists  have  been  despatched  to  the 
districts  in  which  the  epidemics  proved  most 
fatal,  and  tests  of  drinking  water  are  being 
carried  out  on  a  large  scale.  With  proper  pre- 
cautions the  death-rate  ought  to  fall  off  largely 
in  the  present  year,  for  typhus  and  its  congeners 
are,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  nought  but  the 
result  of  the  non-observance  of  simple  sanitary 
rules,  or  of  the  drinking  of  water  charged  witb 
organic  matter. 


A  WORLD'S  FAIR  FOR  JAPAN. 

The  idea  of  a  World's  Fair  in  Japan  is  gaining 
ground.  It  was  mooted  once  more  and  strongly 
approved  at  the  late  general  meeting  of  the  Five 
Staples  Association  in  Kyoto.  The  arguments 
employed  by  the  projectors  can  easily  be  ima- 
gined. They  lay  chief  stress  upon  the  utility 
of  familiarizing  the  people  of  Japan  with  the 
grooves  in  which  Occidental  tastes  run,  as  a 
valuable  object  lesson  to  help  the  manufactur- 
ers of  this  empire.  But  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  considered  what  advantage  foreign  ex- 
hibitors might  be  expected  to  derive  by  sending 
their  goods  to  this  remote  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  upon  that  rqfk,  we  fear,  the  project  is 
likely  to  split.  Ten  million  yen  is  the  expense 
estimated  as  Japan's  initial  outlay,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
money  would  be  recovered  by^the  sale  of  tickets 
and  so  forth,  a  belief  which  we  do  not  for  one 
instant  share.  The  projectors  are  not  in  a 
hurry.  They  talk  of  waiting  ten  years,  and  of 
sending  a  commission  to  the  next  French  in- 
ternational exhibition,  five  years  hence,  for  the 
purpose  of  enlisting  the  sympathies  of  the  com- 
missioners there  assembled  with  the  Japanese 
scheme.  ., ,  

LEARNED  IGNORANCE. 

Despite  the  efforts  of  the  Japan  Society  and 
other  learned  bodies  at  home  and  in  the  East, 
there  is  still  a  vast  amount  of  ignorance  con- 
cerning "  Things  Japanese,"  even  among  those 
who  set  themselves  up  to  teach  other  people. 
We  read  under  the  heading  of  '•  prayer-wheel," 
in  the  great  "  Century  Dictionary,"  that  this 
is  a  wheel  of  stone  or  wood  on  which  Bud- 


dhist prayers  are  graven  or  written,  and  that 
each  time  it  is  made  to  revolve  is  equival- 
ent to  offering  up  a  fresh  petition,     bo  far 
so  good,  but  the  accompanying  cut  is  ex- 
plained as  a  sketch  of  such  a  wheel  in  "Asa- 
kusa Park,  Tokyo."    There  is  nothing  of  the 
kind  there;  indeed,  we  very  much  doubt  the 
existence  of  prayer-wheels  being  known  to  the 
Japanese.    There  is  the  expression  hd-rin,  but 
this  means  the  "  Wheel  of  the  Law,"  or  the 
Buddhist  doctrine  as  taughtby  Gautama.  Again, 
the  latest  edition  of  Dr.  Brewer's  "Dictionary 
of  Phrase  and  Fable,"  is  replete  with  mistakes 
concerning  the  Japanese  pantheon  in  particular 
and  Japanese  institutions  in  general.    We  find 
hari-kiri,  instead  of  hara-kiri,  and  this  may  be 
conceded  at  least  as  one  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, for  earlier  editions  still  clung  to  the  form 
hari-kari.  But  there  is  no  excuse  for  "Diszo,  one 
of  the  Japanese  gods,"  in  which  there  may  have 
been  some  faint  recollection  of  Jizo,  the  name 
given  to  the  numerous  stone  images  found  by 
the  wayside  in  country  places.    Still  more  re- 
markable is  a  definition  given  in  Dr.  James 
Murray's  otherwise  excellent  "  Companion  Dic- 
tionary," published  a  little  over  one  year  ago. 
There  we  find  "  Zen,  the  name  of  a  Japanese 
coin  equivalent  to  4s.  English  money."    This  is 
no  misprint  for  it  is  classed  under  the  letter  Z. 
Of  course,  Fen  is  meant,  but  we  should  really 
like  to  know  who  is  responsible  for  the  state- 
ment that  ont  yen  is  worth  "  4*.  English  money." 
Would  that  it  were  ! 


LIFE   INSURANCE   IN  JAPAN. 

The  business  of  life  insurance,  of  very  recent 
but  very  rapid  growth  in  Japan,  seems  to  be 
already  suffering  from  abuses  that  have  dis- 
figured its  early  years,  more  or  less,  in  every 
country.  There  are  three  great  companies  in 
existence,  the  Meiji,  the  Teikoku,  and  the  Nip- 
pon, the  policies  issued  by  the  first  aggregating 
about  8  million  yen  annually,  and  those  of  the 
others  6\  millions  each.  But  in  addition  to  these 
there  are  many  small  companies  of  which  some 
deserve  to  be  given  a  wide  berth  by  prudent 
people.  We  read  in  the  Jiji  that  the  latest 
device  with  mushroom  companies  seeking  to 
attract  custom  is  to  offer  policies  at  unchanged 
rates  to  persons  insured  with  other  companies. 
There  is  an  obvious  advantage  for  the  policy- 
holder in  such  an  arrangement.  He  receives 
from  the  old  Company,  on  abandoning  his 
policy,  a  third  of  the  sums  already  paid  by  him 
as  premia — supposing  that  his  policy  has  been 
kept  up  for  at  least  three  years — and  he  gets  a 
new  policy  on  the  old  terms  from  another  Com- 
pany. But  of  course  the  Company  granting 
policies  at  such  rates  is  doing  a  plainly  unsound 
business,  since  it  ignores  the  basis  of  all  insur- 
ance, namely,  the  probability  of  life  as  deduced 
from  tables  of  mortality.  The  Jiji  Shimpo 
does  well  to  warn  the  public  against  this  in- 
genious from  of  chicanery. 


COUNT  INOUYE. 

Emphatic  semi-official  denials  are  published 
of  the  rumours  circulated  in  connection  with 
Count  Inouye's  illness.  It  is  unfortunately  true 
that,  owing  to  a  return  of  the  brain  trouble 
which  has  so  often  temporarily  incapacitated 
him  for  work  since  the  terrible  injuries  be 
received  from  the  swords  of  his  would-be  as- 
sassins, His  Excellency  is  now  compelled  to 
follow  the  mandate  of  his  medical  advisers  and 
take  a  three-months'  holiday.  But  there  is  not 
a  word  of  truth  /in  the  allegations  that  he  has 
insisted  on  resigning  and  has  tried  to  induce 
Counts  Matsukata  and  Kuroda  and  Mr.  Shirane 
Senichi  to  relieve  him  of  the  portfolio  of  Home 
Affairs.  Count  Inouye  has  not,  and  never  had, 
any  idea  of  resigning  on  the  eve  of  the  Diet's 
special  session. 


DR.  CHALMERS. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chalmers  who  are  passengers  by 
the  Empress  of  India,  go  home  on  the  usual 
furlough,  says  the  China  Mail,  but  by  their  de- 
parture Hongkong  and  Canton  lose  two  of  the 
best  European  residents  that  South  China 
has  ever  seen.  The  worthy  Doctor  has  been 
over  forty  years  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
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and  lias  done  more — in  his  quiet  and  unobtru- 
sive way,  and  by  his  almost  unequalled  scholar- 
ship— to  further  the  true  and  best  interests  of 
China  and  the  Chinese  than  can  lie  calculated 
at  the  present  time.  As  an  authority  on  Chinese 
uageand  literature,  Chalmers  stands  second 
to  none.  As  a  devoted  missionary  of  the  school 
of  broad  methods  and  wide  views,  he  need  give 
way  to  lew  in  this  part  of  the  world.  His  labours 
in  connection  with  the  recent  translation  of  the 
New  Testament  are  regarded  by  all  sections 
to  be  of  the  greatest  value,  and,  if  his  health 
permits,  the  Doctor  desires  to  return  to  the 
Far  East  to  complete  that  work.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Chalmers  will  take  with  them  the  sincerest  good 
wishes  of  a  large  circle  of  friends,  for  a  pleasant 
trip  and  a  speedy  return.  They  have  seen  many 
changes  in  Hongkong  and  Canton  since  they 
first  came  to  the  East,  but  the  friendship  of 
those  who  know  them  has  ever  been  the  same, 
though  it  may  have  become  deeper  and  truer 
perhaps,  with  age. 

THE  GOLD   VALUE  OF  THE  "  YEN." 

The  following  notice,  over  the  signature  of  the 
United  States  Consul-General  at  this  port,  was 
issued  on  the  9th  inst.  : — 

Owing  to  an  error  in  telegraphing  the  mint  value 
of  the  Japanese  silver  yen,  the  cii  cnlar  from  this 
office  of  April  6,  1894,  is  rescinded  and  the  follow- 
ing words  are  substituted  : — 

Tlie  United  States  Mint  assay  value  of  the  Japan- 
ese Silver  Yen  has  been  officially  fixed,  until  further 
notice,  at  Fifty  and  one-tenth  cents  ($0,501)  in 
United  Stales  Currency,  at  which  rate  all  Fees  paid 
at  this  office  will  be  received.  Invoices  should  be 
made  out  in  Silver  Yen. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing,  the  following 
tariff  of  fees  is  established  : — 


For  Invoice  Certificate   5.00 

For  Extra  (  opy  <>f  Invoice    4.00 

For  Currency  Certificate   2.00 

For  Landing  Certificate    5.00 

For  Bill  of  Health    5.00 

For  Endrosement  to  Bill  of  Health    1  00 

Kor  Personal  Effects  Certificate   1.00 

For  Emigration  Manifest  50 


To  avoid  delay  in  transacting  business  at  this 
office,  persons  paying  fees  are  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  exact  change. 


A  PROGRESSIONIST  LECTURE  MEETING. 

The  Progressionists  held  a  lecture  meeting  on 
Sunday  last  at  the  Kinki-kan,  Kanda,  Tokyo. 
The  meeting  was  opened  at  noon.  The  place 
was  full  of  hostile  soshi,  who,  as  soon  as  the 
first  speaker  Mr.  lizuka  Asajiro  ascended  the 
platform,  began  to  create  a  disturbance  and 
speedily  came  to  blows  with  those  belonging 
to  the  Progresionist  party.  The  consequence 
was  indescribable  confusion,  chairs  being 
hurled  in  every  direction  and  hard  knocks  ex- 
changed with  clenched  fists  in  every  part  of  the 
hall.  Order  was,  however,  with  great  difficulty 
restored  in  a  short  time.  The  speaker  had 
already  left  the  platform,  having  scarcely  suc- 
ceeded in  announcing  the  subject  of  his  ill-fated 
lecture.  When  the  next  speaker,  Mr.  Tsuruda 
Yujiro,  appeared  on  the  platform,  a  soshi  was 
observed  to  make  his  way  hastily  toward  the 
lecturer  from  behind.  He  was  intercepted  by 
some  soshi  of  the  Progressionist  party  and  there 
again  ensued  a  tumultuous  scene.  But  order 
was  restored  with  comparative  ease,  and 
the  lecturer  was  able  to  finish  his  harangue  in 
safety.  The  third  speaker,  Mr.  Matoba  Heiji, 
discussed  the  question  of  the  independence  of 
the  Judiciary.  When  he  alluded  to  the  Olsu 
incident,  he  was  stopped  by  the  police  inspec- 
tor. A  similar  fate  befel  the  next  speaker,  Mr. 
Kurosu  Ryutaro,  whose  subject  of  criticism  was 
"The  Sasshu  Navy."  Mr.  Saito  Wataro,  who 
next  ascended  the  platform,  was  able  to  finish 
his  lecture  (on  the  subject  of  dissolution)  with- 
out interference  either  by  the  soshi  or  the 
police.  Mr.  Takagi  Masatoshi,  M.P.  then,  ad- 
dressed the  audience  on  the  subject  of  a  Nation- 
alistic Movement.  He  severely  attacked  the 
Government's  foreign  policy  as  being  too  weak 
to  secure  the  respect  of  foreign  countries. 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Otsu  Junichiro,  M.P., 
who  railed  at  the  present  Cabinet's  want  of 
courage,  illustrating  his  point  principally  by  allu- 
sion to  the  fact  that  no  Minister  of  State  dared 
to  be  present  in  the  Diet  and  refute  the  address 


on  the  subject  of  Official  Discipline.  The  next 
speaker,  Mr.  Koizuka  Ryu,  M.I\,  discussed  the 
policy  to  be  followed  by  the  Opposition  in  the 
sixth  session  of  the  Diet,  the  points  touched  by 
him  being  the  dissolution  of  the  late  House  of 
Repiesenlalives,  the  Korean  Assassination  affair, 
the  Hawaiian  treaty,  and  so  forth.  Mr.  Ozaki 
Yukio,  M.P.,  who  was  received  with  loud  cheers, 
commenced  in  his  usual  caustic  style  to  enume- 
rate the  instances  of  the  present  Cabinet's  misgo- 
vernment.  But  he  had  to  leave  the  platform 
before  he  had  made  any  progress  by  the  order 
of  the  police  inspector.  Lastly,  Mr.  Shimada 
Saburo,  M.P.,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  "  Just 
Demands."  He  condemned  the  late  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Lower  House  ;  protested  against  the 
alleged  dissemination,  through  the  columns  of 
the  Japan  Mail  and  some  London  journals, 
of  misleading  notions  about  the  motives  of  the 
movement  for  the  Strict  Enforcement  of  Treaties; 
and  finally  reviewed  the  history  of  Japan's  foreign 
relations  in  the  present  era.  He  remarked  that 
an  Address  to  the  Throne  on  the  subject  of 
foreign  policy  is  now  a  matter  of  absolute 
necessity.  His  speech  lasted  two  hours.  It 
was  5  p.m.  when  the  meeting  began  to  disperse. 


THE  KYUSHU  POLITICIANS. 

The  politicians  from  Kyushu,  sympathizing 
with  the  movement  for  the  introduction  of  Re- 
sponsible Cabinets  and  the  adoption  of  a  strong 
foreign  policy,  held  a  reunion  on  the  4th  instant 
at  the  Maple  Club,  Shiba  Park,  Tokyo.    A  little 
over  a  hundred  persons  belonging  to  various 
political  factions  assembled,  among  whom  we 
may  mention  Viscounts  Soga,  Baron  Ozawa, 
ex-Governor  Fujimura  Shiro,  and  Mr.  Yasuba 
Yasukazu,  all  members  of  the  House  of  Peers; 
Messrs.  Kusumoto  Masataka,  M.P.,  Kawashima 
Jun,  M.P.,  Furusho  Kamon,  M.P.,  Sassa  Tomo- 
fusa,  M.P.,  Motoda  Hajime,  M.P.,  Kashiwada 
Moribumi,  M.P.,  Messrs.  Tokutomi  Iichiro, 
editor  of  the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  Wada  Seishu, 
associate  editor  of  the  Hochi  Shimbun,  Motono 
Seikyo,  proprietor  of  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  and 
so  forth.    We  have  stated  that,  on  the  authority 
of  the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  these  persons  are 
in. sympathy  with  the  movement  for  the  intro- 
duction of  Responsible  Cabinets  as  well  as 
the  adoption  of  a  strong  foreign  policy.    But  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  common  ground  on  which 
men  of   such  conflicting   political  principles 
were  brought  together  was  confined  to  the  ques- 
tion of  foreign  policy.    It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  politicians  like  Messrs.  Yasuba,  Furusho, 
Sassa  Tomofusa,  and  many  others  attending  the 
reunion  of  the  4th  instant,  are,  if  not  absolutely 
opposed  to,  at  least  perfectly  indifferent  about, 
the  introduction  of  a  system  of  so-called  Re- 
sponsible Cabinets.     The  correctness  of  our 
view  is  borne  out  by  the  speeches  of  Vis- 
count Soga  and   Baron  Ozawa.    Neither  of 
them  made  the  slightest  allusion  to  the  subject 
of  Responsible  Cabinets,  but  dwelt  exclusively 
on  the  question  of  foreign  relations.  •  Baron 
Ozawa,  who  was  the  first  to  address  the  com- 
pany, set  out  with  expressing  satisfaction  at  the 
good  attendance  of  the  meeting.    He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  call  attention  to  the  distinguished 
part  Japan  is  destined  to  play  in  the  arena  of 
new  commercial  activity  in  the  East  that  will 
follow  the  completion  of  the  Siberian  Railway 
and  the  Nicaragua  Canal.    Is  Japan  prepared 
to  fully  utilize  her  splendid  opportunity?  In 
order  to  act  her  part  well  in  the  coming  drama, 
Baron  Ozawa  thinks  that  both  the  Government 
and  the  people  of  Japan  ought  to  be  united  in 
elevating  the  prestige  of  the  country  vis-a-vis 
foreign  Powers.    He  then  alluded,  with  satis- 
faction, to  the  increasing  tendency  among  the 
various  political  parties  to  associate  with  each 
other  with  greater  freedom  and  less  mutual 
prejudice.     He   hoped  that   this  auspicious 
tendency  would  go  on  until  the  whole  nation 
might  be  united  on  the  subject  of  foreign 
policy.    Viscount  Soga,  who  spoke  next,  dwelt 
with  pride  upon  the  glorious  part  which  men  of 
Kyushu  have  played  in  the  Empire's  foreign 
relations  in  the  past.    The  invasions  of  Korea 
by  the  Empress  Jingo  and  by  Toyotomi  Hide- 
yoshi,  and  the  repulsion  of  the  Chinese  forces 
sent  over  by  Kublai  Khan— in  all  of  these  wars 


the  leading  part  was  played  by  the  forefalhers 
of  men  assembled  together  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  even  alluded  to  the  hordes  of  pirates 
who  were  a  terror  on  the  Chinese  coasts  some 
centuries  ago  and  who  principally  came  from 
Kyushu.  Finally,  he  exhorted  his  listeners 
to  prove  themselves  worthy  descendants  of 
their  illustrious  ancestors  by  devoting  their 
energies  for  the  elevation  of  the  country's  pre- 
stige abroad.  Mr.  Kawashima  Jun,  who  rose 
next,  remarked  that  men  of  Kyushu  have  never 
yielded  a  step  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  country.  The  chief  characteristics 
of  the  Kyushu  men  is  that  they  are  brave  and 
resolute  in  critical  moments.  The  speaker  ad- 
vised his  hearers  to  maintain  in  future  the  dis- 
tinguished position  which  they  have  obtained 
in  the  field  of  politics.  Mr.  Iwaya  Matsuhei 
also  is  said  to  have  spoken,  but  his  address  is 
not  reported. 


A  SANITARIUM   AT  HAKONE. 

We  are  informed  that  a  sanitarium  and  hotel 
on  an  extensive  scale  have  been  projected  in 
the  Hakone  district,  and  that  a  large  area  of 
land  has  been  secured  by  a  combination  of 
Japanese  landowners  who  possess  suitable  lots 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  proposed  new  under- 
taking. The  chief  incentive  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  concern  is  said  to  be  the  discovery 
of  a  hot  mineral  spring  which,  in  temperature 
and  constituents,  is  very  nearly  allied  to  the 
famous  waters  of  Kusatsu.  This  verdict  has, 
it  is  reported,  been  already  pronounced  upon 
the  qualities  of  the  water  by  foreign  medical 
experts,  and  if  such  water  exists  in  sufficient 
volume  in  any  place  within  a  few  hours  of 
Yokohama  and  Tokyo  to  supply  bathing  on  a 
large  scale,  the  success  of  the  concern  is  at 
once  assured.  We  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
the  Hakone  district  should  not  supply  waters  of 
an  entirely  different  nature  to  those  of  Miyano- 
shita  and  Ashinoyu  if  sought  for  in  the  hills  at 
the  back  of  Ojinoku,  and  if  a  spring  has  been 
discovered,  as  alleged,  emitting  waters  that 
approach  those  of  Kusatsu  in  temperature  and 
constituents,  then  the  fortunes  of  the  owners 
are  made. 


A  MODEL  WIFE. 

Iwa,  the  wife  of  Maeda  Sadaichi,  of  Buppu- 
mura  in  Shitnane  Prefecture,  certainly  deserves 
to  be  quoted  as  a  model  spouse  for  all  time. 
Her  husband  has  been  bedridden  for  the  last 
ten  years  and  thus  totally  unable  to  attend  to 
his  calling,  which  is  that  of  a  petty  farmer.  But 
during  this  long  period  the  faithful  wife  has, 
unaided,  tilled  their  fields,  attended  to  all 
domestic  duties,  gathered  the  harvests,  and 
waited  most  assiduously  on  her  invalid  hus- 
band. Her  conduct,  says  the  Shimane  press, 
is  beyond  praise.  The  prefectural  authorities 
recently  sent  her  a  substantial  gift  of  money, 
together  with  an  engrossed  scroll  extolling  her 
virtues.  It  is  such  recognition  as  this  which 
reconciles  one  to  the  patriarchal  system  of 
government. 

ANOTHER  FIRE  IN  NAGASAKI. 

About  3.30  a.m.  on  Monday  last,  says  the  Ris- 
ing Sun  of  the  2nd  inst.,  a  fire'  broke  out  in 
the  roof  of  Messrs.  Adams  &  Co.'s  bakery,  at 
the  rear  of  No.  42B,  Sagarimatsu,  being  the 
third  conflagration  that  has  occurred  in  our 
small  Settlement  during  the  past  four  months, 
but  on  the  present  occasion,  thanks  mainly  to 
the  local  fire  brigade,  aided  by  other  favourable 
conditions,  the  fire  was  confined  to  that  part  of 
the  building  in  which  it  originated.  The  build- 
ing covering  the  ovens,  which  was  not  insured, 
was  so  badly  burnt  as  to  necessitate  entire  re- 
construction. The  ovens  and  machinery,  how- 
ever, only  sustained  slight  damage,  and  are 
now  in  working  order  again. 


SUICIDES  IN  THE  SUMIDA  RIVER. 

Probably  in  connection  with  or  owing  to  the  pre- 
valent distress  among  the  lower  classes  in  the 
metropolis,  the  number  of  corpses  found  float- 
ing in  the  Sumida  River  has  been  of  late  un- 
usually large.  During  the  final  week  of  last 
month  no  less  than  seven  drowned  bodies  were 
discovered,  all  being  presumable  suicides.  The 
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majority  were  women,  and  one  was  evidently 
near  the  time  of  her  confinement.  The  body  of 
another  elderly  woman  was  very  well  clad,  the 
obi  in  especial  being  of  unusually  expensive 
stuff.  This  would  point  rather  to  the  commis- 
sion of  a  crime  than  to  self-immolation.  But 
the  Sumida  River  is  almost  as  great  a  place  for 
suicide  as  is  the  Seine. 

DEATH  OF  M.  D£  KOLEMINE. 

M.  de  Kolemine,  who  will  be  remembered  as 
Russian  Consul  at  this  port,  recently  died  at 
Trieste.    This  gentleman,  says  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  was  "  the  Russian  diplomatist  whose 
pretty  wife  was  the  heroine  ten  years  ago  of 
that  remarkable  episode  in  the  life  of  the  late 
Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  which  is  recorded  in 
"  Le  Roi  de  Thessalie."    It  will  be  remembered 
that  after  the  loss  of  his  first  wife,  Princess 
Alice,  his  Royal  Highness  paid  marked  atten- 
tion to  the  volatile  Muscovite,  who  in  due 
course  was  divorced  by  her  husband.  On 
April  29,  1884,  Queen  Victoria,  the  Prince  and 
Princess  Imperial  of  Germany  (afterward  the 
Emperor  and  Empress  Frederick),  and  other 
illustrious  guests  were  assembled  at  the  Palace 
in  Darmstadt  for  the  marriage  of  Prince  Louis 
of  Baitenberg  with  Princess  Victoria  of  Hesse, 
when  the  infatuated  GrandDuke  chose  this  inaus- 
picious moment  to  go  through  a  wedding  service 
at  midnight  in  theprivate  chapelof  the  castle  with 
his  inamorata.    Next  morning  the  fact  became 
known  to  her  Majesty,  who  lost  no  time  in 
taking  vigorous  action.    Madame  de  Kolemine 
was  sent  off  at  daybreak  before  the  second  nup- 
tial ceremony  took  place,  and  a  dissolution  of 
her  ambitious  alliance  was  procured  with  all 
despatch.  She  received  the  title  of  Countess  von 
Romrode,  and  a  pension,  it  is  said,  of  a  thou- 
sand a  year,  which  she  still  enjoys,  living  at 
Kosen,  in  Thuringia.    M.  de  Kolemine,  who 
had  the  reputation  of  being  an  able  and  steady- 
going  official,  was  a  good  deal   older  than 
Countess  Alexandrine  Hulten-Czapska,  for  that 
was  the  lady's  maiden  name. 


THE  NIPPON   RACE  CLUB. 

A  list  has  been  circulated  and  has  met  with 
the  support  of  nine  members  for  the  purchase 
of  China  ponies  at  the  Shanghai  Auction,  on 
Tuesday.    The  terms  are  :— 

j   That  10  or  15  ponies  be  ordered  from  the 

Shanghai  Hoise  Bazaa.,  terms  of  pu. chase  same 
as  for  the  Autumn  Griffins  of  1893. 

2_  On  arrival  in  Yokohama  the  ponies  he  sold 

at  puhiic  auction,  members  of  the  N.  R.  C.  only 
allowed  to  bid.  ,  •  .). 

3   Profit  01  loss  on  the  transaction  to  be  divid- 
ed equally  bdw«n  the  Club  and  the  gentlemen 
who  add  llieii  names  to  the  list. 

4 —It  shall  not  be  compulsory  on  members  sign- 
ing the  proposal  to  buy  a  pony  at  the  auction; 
thpy  meiely  agree  to  lake  a  part  interest  m  the 
•"en  lure. 

 That  ihei  e  he  five  races  at  the  Autumn  meet- 
ing for  these  ponie-.  and  China  subscription  ponies 
that  hnve  not  won  a  1  ace  in  Japan  al  date  of  entry 
since  Spring  1 893. 

Members  of  the  Club  wishing  to  give  the  pro- 
posed scheme  of  purchase  their  support  are 
requested  to  send  in  their  names  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  once,  as  the  order  will  have  to  leave  to- 
day. A  telegram  has  already  been  sent  to  the 
Bazaar  asking  for  an  offer  of  ponies  at  $125 
instead  of  $150  each,  conditions  same  as  be- 
fore. There  seems  no  prospect  of  obtaining  a 
new  lot  of  either  Japan  or  Half-bred  ponies  for 
the  Autumn.  

A   COMMERCIAL  BANK. 

The  long  talked  of  project  of  starting  a  com- 
mercial bank  seems  to  be  growing  to  maturity. 
It  developed  definite  proportions  when  Count 
Goto  and  Mr.  Saito  Shuichiro  were  at  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  and 
having  been  discussed  at  the  recent  meeting  of 
Exchange  representatives  in  Osaka,  it  at  once 
obtained  more  than  50  influential  supporters, 
whose  number  has  since  been  augmented.  A 
committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  de- 
tails, and  will  meet  shortly  in  Nagoya.  The 
original  programme  pointed  to  a  capital  of  five 
million  yen,  but  in  view  of  the  warm  support  ex- 
tended to  the  scheme,  it  seems  probable  that  that 


amount  will  be  doubled.  Count  Goto  and  Mr. 
Saito  Shuichiro  are  indicated  by  public  opinion 
as  likely  to  play  a  leading  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank. 

NOTICE  TO  MARINERS. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
has  issued  the  following  notice  to  mariners : — 
For  the  observation  of  the  sea  currents,  glass 
bottles  will  be  put  into  the  seas  lying  between 
Nagasaki  and  Formosa,  and  around  Hokkaido. 

Any  person  finding  these  bottles  anywhere,  whe- 
ther in  sea  or  on  coast,  will  oblige  by  taking  out 
the  post  cards  which  will  be  found  in  the  bottles 
and  forwarding  the  same  to  the  Imperial  Fisheries 
Commission,  Depai  iment  of  Agi  iculture  and  Com- 
meice,  Tokyo,  Japan,  filling  in  the  details  therein 
requested,  viz. : — 

It  Where  and  when  (date  and  hour)  the  bot- 
tles were  found. 

2.  The  names  of  the  ship  and  the  finder,  and 

their  nationality. 
•» — The  number  of  bottles  found. 
0  * 

*  * 

The  following  notice  to  mariners,  referring  to 
the  Shanghai  district  of  the  China  Sea,  has  been 
issued  from  the  Coast  Inspector's  Office  of  the 
Chinese  Imperial  Maritime  Customs :— Notice 
is  hereby  given  that  Captain  R.  Morgan,  of  the 
British  steamer  Feilung,  reports  that  on  the 
19th  instant  he  crossed,  from  north  to  south,  a 
shoal  patch,  having  from  6£  to  7  fathoms,  fine 
sand,  for  about  3  miles  and  then  deepening  to 
13  fathoms,  blue  mud,  the  position  of  the  mid- 
dle'of  the  shoal  in  the  line  where  the  Feilung 
crossed  it  being— latitude  320  18'  30"  N.,  longi- 
tude 1 120  27'  E.,  in  which  locality  the  Admiralty 
Chart  No.  1,262  shows  from  18  to  20  fathoms. 

THE  TOKUSHIMA  FIRE. 

Particulars  concerning  the  recent  great  fire  in 
Tokushima  have  been  published.  The  most 
notable  buildings  destroyed  were  the  Sbotoki 
Taishido,  the  Emado  and  Daikokudo.  All  of 
these  were  within  the  precincts  of  the  famous 
Kasuga-jinja,  one  of  the  oldest  and  finest 
temples  in  the  country.  Irreparable  is  the  loss 
of  a  large  quantity  of  ancient  domestic  utensils,  a 
number  of  invaluable  paintings,  and  several 
celebrated  pieces  of  sculpture  in  stone  and 
metal.  The  fire  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
work  of  an  incendiary,  for  several  gamblers  of 
very  reckless  character  and  unsavoury  reputation 
were  known  to  have  a  grudge  against  the  temple 
authorities.  Strict  investigations  are  being  made 
and  severe  punishments  will  be  meted  out  to 
the  evil-doers. 


and  pushed  on  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
capital.  The  telegram — which  purports  to  have 
been  despatched  from  Fusan  at  1.35  p.m.  on  the 
9th  instant— adds  that  eight  hundred  Chinese 
troops  have  been  despatched  to  assist  in  quell- 
ing the  disturbance.  But  we  can  not  discover 
that  any  intelligence  of  such  an  event  has  been 
received  officially. 

THE  JINRIK1SHA  PROJECT  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  enterprising  San  Franciscan  who  pro- 
posed to  start  a  service  of  jinrikisha  in  con- 
nection with  the  Midwinter  Fair,  but  whose 
scheme  fell  through  owing  to  the  unwillingness 
of  the  Japanese  residents  to  see  their  country- 
men parade  as  beasts  of  burden  before  the 
visitors  to  the  Fair,  is  said  to  be  much  incensed 
against  Mr.  Ota,  an  official  in  the  Japanese 
Consulate  there.  Mr.  Ota  was  a  chief  mover 
in  the  action  taken  by  his  nationals  to  prevent 
Japanese  labourers  from  hiring  themselves  to 
draw  the  jinrikisha,  and  the  American  mer- 
chant, holding  that  such  conduct  was  improper, 
intends  to  make  it  a  subject  of  complaint  to  the 
Japanese  Government.  It  it  difficult  to  credit 
the  story. 


KIM   OK-KYUN's  HEAD. 

Quite  an  excitement  was  caused  among  the 
friends  of  the  late  Kim  Ok-kyun  on  Saturday 
last  by  a  report  that  his  head  had  arrived  in 
Tokyo.  The  story  was  vague  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  head  had  been  obtained,  but  very 
precise  as  to  the  dimensions  of  the  box  in  which 
it  was  carried  and  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
box  after  it  reached  Nagasaki.  From  this  it  may 
be  inferred  that  although  the  box  was  a  reality, 
the  head  supposed  to  be  enclosed  in  it  was  a 
myth.  The  fact  is  that  some  of  Kim's  clothes 
have  reached  Tokyo  where  they  will  play  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  funeral  obsequies  which  his 
friends  are  preparing  to  celebrate. 

KOBE  HARBOUR. 

A  project  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Diet,  says 
the  NichiNichi  Shimbun,  for  improving  Kobe 
harbour,  where  a' steady  increase  of  shipping 
calls  for  enlarged  facilities.  The  idea  is  to  pro- 
long the  American  pier,  in  front  of  the  Custom 
House,  until  it  has  the  same  length  as  the  old 
pier,  and  then  to  curve  the  new  and  the  old 
piers  toward  each  other,  leaving  a  comparatively 
narrow  space  for  the  entry  of  ships.  Moreover, 
a  portion  of  the  sea  along  the  pier  will  be  re- 
claimed, so  as  to  obtain  space  for  warehouses 
and  other  necessary  buildings.  The  outlay  is 
estimated  at  160,000  yen. 

RUMOURED  EMEUTE  IN  KOREA. 

Another  rumour  of  trouble  in  Korea  is  pub- 
lished by  the  Kokkai.  It  is  to  the  effect  that 
three  thousand  of  the  Togaku-io  have  risen  in 
Chyonla-do,  killed  some  thirty  or  forty  officials, 


CONDENSED  BIOGRAPHY*. 

The  Sho-Nippon  gives  the  following  laconic 
biographical  sketch  of  a  thief  who  has  just  been 
condemned  to  a  long  term  of  imprisonment: — 
"Born  in  Hamamatsu— Under-gaoler  in  the 
Hamamatsu  Penitentiary— Turnkey— Dismissed 
in  disgrace  (menshoku)— Came  to  Tokyo — 
Student  of  a  Hongo  School— Loose  Habits- 
Employed  in  the  Yoshiwara— Very  Poor- 
Thief— Arrested  by  the  police."  With  some 
slight  changes,  this  might  serve  as  a  sketch  of 
the  career  of  nine  out  of  every  ten  thieves 
in  Japan. 

OPPOSITION  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  PRESIDENT- 
SHIP OF  THE  LOWER  HOUSE. 

A  meeting  of  deputies  from  the  six  Opposition 
Parties  was  held  yesterday  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  candidates  for  the  election  of  Pre- 
sident of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Diet.  The 
meeting  decided  upon  Messrs.  Kusumoto  Ma- 
sataka  and  Oi  Kentaro  as  the  most  suitable,  and 
their  names  will  be  submitted  in  to-day's  elec- 
tion for  the  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  respectively. 

THE  NEGISHI  MURDER  CASE. 

Judgment  was  given  on  Thursday  in  the  Yoko- 
hama Chiho  Saibansho  in  the  case  of  Oka  Junji, 
and  his  son,  Hirayama  Taikichi,  who  were 
charged  with  the  murder  at  the  Kaisho  Temple, 
Negishi.  The  Court  sentenced  Oka  Junji  to 
death,  in  accordance  with  Article  380  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  while  Hirayama  Taikichi,  the 
younger  prisoner,  received  penal  servitude  forlife. 

THE  JAPANESE  CONSULAR  SERVICE. 

An  Imperial  Ordinance  lately  issued  increases 
the  Japanese  Consular  and  Legation  Services 
by  two  Consuls  and  three  clerks.  The  Consuls 
are  to  be  stationed  in  Bombay  and  New  South 
Wales,  with  which  places  Japan's  commercial 
relations  have  become  sufficiently  important  to 
require  the  services  of  such  officials. 

CHOLERA  IN  CANTON. 

From  a  private  letter  we  learn  that  cholera  is 
very  bad  in  the  City  of  Rams.  For  some  time 
past  a  few  sporadic  cases  have  been  reported, 
but  since  a  recent  change  in  the  temperature  and 
considerable  rainfall  it  has  become  epidemic  in 
certain  quarters  of  the  city,  and  in  one  street  18 
deaths  took  place  in  one  day. 

A  NEW  COMET. 

The  New  York  Herald  says:— "A  Kiel  des- 
patch to  the  Herald's  European  edition  states 
that  a  new  comet  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Holmes 
at  London  on  April  9th  near  the  stars  Phi 
and  Chi  in  the  constellation  of  the  Dragon. 
This  constellation  will  be  seen  during  April  not 
far  from  the  zenith  or  pole  of  the  heavens,  but 
a  little  to  the  north  of  east,  displaying  a  long, 
doubly  sinuous  row  of  stars,  its  tail  separating 
the  Greater  and  Lesser  Bear.    We  must  hope 
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that  the  new  comet  discovered  by  Mr.  Holmes  is 
not  like  that  discovered  recently  by  Mr.  Denning, 
of  Bristol,  moving  in  an  orbit  which  quickly 
carries  it  out  of  sight  of  terrestrial  observers." 

con  ROE. 

A  corrksvondknt  writes: — "You  gave  in  a 
recent  issue  an  account  of  a  cod-fish,  caught  in 
British  waters  with  a  roe  weighing  olhs.  equal 
to  30,000,000  eggs.  This  is  undoubtedly  an 
abnormal  roe,  as  the  average  cod  roe  weighs 
2$lbs.,  but  in  Land  and  Water  last  year  an 
account  is  given  of  a  monster  cod  landed  at 
Hopeman  in  the  Moray  Firth.  The  fish  weigh- 
ed 72lbs.,  was  4  feet  4  inches  in  length,  and  the 
roe  weighed  I2lbs.  According  to  the  usual 
formula  this  roe  contained  40,000,000  eggs." 

FIRE  ALARMS  FROM   JAPANESE  BELL-TOWERS. 

New  fire-bell  regulations  have  been  issued  for 
Kanagawa  Ken.  According  to  the  new  rules 
one  separate  alarm  will  be  rung  from  a  bell- 
tower  when  fire  occurs  outside  its  particular 
district,  or  when  it  is  considered  that  the  aid  of 
firemen  is  not  required.  Should  a  fire  break  out 
in  an  official  or  other  important  building  several 
successive  alarms  will  be  rung,  while  one  sepa- 
rate and  then  two  alarms  will  be  rung  as  an 
indication  of  the  fire  being  subdued.  Two 
alarms  will  be  rung  when  the  presence  of  fire- 
men is  required. 

A  WHITSUNTIDE  CAROL. 

The  Rev.  E.  Champneys  Irwine,  M.A.,  Rector 
of  Christ  Church,  an  enthusiatic  hymnologist  of 
the  charming  modern  school,  has  written  a 
beautiful  Whitsuntide  Carol,  entitled  "  In  the 
Holy  City  Waiting,"  which  will  be  sung  at  the 
evening  service  on  Sunday  next.  The  carol  is 
dedicated  tothe  veryreverend  and  valiant  Charles 
John  Vaughan,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Llandaff  and 
master  of  the  Temple.  The  setting  is  the 
familiar  "  Stuttgart''  of  Wurtemberger  Gesang- 
buch,  tempo  1711. 

THE  RADICAL  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  PRESIDENCY 
OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  Radical  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  number  of  99,  held  a  meeting 
yesterday,  to  decide  upon  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  was  in  the  chair.  He  announced 
his  resolve  not  to  stand  for  the  Presidency,  as 
he  considered  that  his  doing  so  would  not  be 
in  the  interests  of  his  Parly,  and  the  meeting 
resolved  that  Mr.  Kono  Hironaka  should  be  the 
Party's  candidate. 


SUSPENSIONS  OF  NEWSPAPERS. 

In  consequence  of  having  inserted  in  their 
columns  a  series  of  verses  of  a  seditious  and 
peace-disturbing  character,  said  to  be  now  daily 
sung  by  members  of  the  Taigai  Koha,  several 
newspapers  have  been  suspended,  including  the 
Kokumin,  the  Hochi,  and  the  Yomiuri.  The 
Jiji  Shimpo  denounces  the  verses  as  vulgar 
and  absurd. 

THE  "  KOYO  MARU." 

The  crew  of  the  Koyo  Maru,  wrecked  off  Iwa- 
fune,  Chiba  Prefecture,  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th  inst.,  landed  at  Kutsuura  the  same  day. 
The  value  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  sunken 
steamer  is  placed  at  $70,000.  The  Bochyo 
Maru  and  a  man-of-war  have  gone  to  the  scene 
of  the  disaster. 


MADAME   MINNIE  HAUK. 

Madame  Minnie  Hauk,  the  famous  prima  don- 
na, who  is  making  a  grand  tour  of  the  world 
with  her  husband  Mr.  von  Hesse  Wartegg,  the 
distinguished  literateur,  may  be  expected  in 
Japan  at  the  end  of  this  month. 

DEATH  OF  MR.   KITO  TEIJIRO. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Kito,  President 
of  the  Doshin  Kaisha,  Yokohama,  formerly 
Japanese  Consul  at  Vancouver,  which  took 
place  on  the  7th  inst. 


THE  EMPRESS  AT  THE  NOBLES  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

Her  Majesty  the  Empress  paid  a  visit  yester- 
day to  the  Nobles  School  for  girls,  and  inspect- 
ed the  work  of  all  the  classes,  afterwards  making 
presents  to  the  students. 


THE  NATIONAL  UNIONISTS  AND 

I  HE  PR  0  Gli  ESSIONIS  TS. 

 +  

The  National  Unionists  held  a  grand  meeting 
on  the  3rd  instant  at  the  Party's  head-quarters, 
Uchi-Saiwai-Cho,  Tokyo.  The  proceedings 
commenced  from  2.30  p.m.,  with  Mr.  Yasuba, 
general  manager  of  the  Party,  in  the  chair. 
There  were  about  a  hundred  members  in  the 
hall.  Mr.  Iwai  Isoichiro,  M.P.,  reported  on  the 
doings  of  the  Party  since  it  was  registered  as  a 
political  association  last  year.  Mr.  Minai  Gi- 
ichi  proposed  a  new  constitution,  and  after  some 
discussion  it  was  adopted  in  the  following  form  : 

It  is  the  object  of  our  Party,  in  dueieverence 
toward  t lie  everlasting  national  polity  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  Imperial  Constitution,  to  pro- 
mote the  harmonious  advancement  of  the  country's 
civilization,  to  elevate  the  national  prestige  abroad, 
and  to  increase  the  happiness  of  the  people  at 
home." 

PROGRAMME. 

I.  — The  constitutional  monaichical  system 
should  be  placed  on  a  solid  foundation,  and 
efforts  should  be  made  to  leform  the  admini- 
stration and  peifect  the  system  of  self-govei  nment. 

II.  —  Education  should  be  encouraged  and  na- 
tional civilization  promoted. 

III.  — The  national  resources  should  be  incieased 
by  the  development  of  industries. 

IV.  —  The  safety  and  peace  of  the  country  should 
be  maintained  by  completing  the  Military  and 
Naval  defences. 

V.  — A  Nationalistic  foreign  policy  should  be 
adopted  for  the  assertion  of  the  country's  rights. 

The  next  business  was  the  election  of  a  Standing 
Council  consisting  of  fifty  members,  but  the 
names  need  not  be  given  here.  Mr.  Motoda 
Hajime,  M.P.,  then  laid  before  the  meeting  a 
programme  for  the  coming  session  of  the  Diet 
and  explained  the  points  included  in  it.  Modi- 
fications were  proposed  by  Mr.  Arai  Go,  M.P., 
and  after  some  discussion,  the  following  pro- 
gramme was  adopted  : — 

At  the  opening  of  the  fifth  session  of  the  Diet, 
we  adopted  a  programme  containing  twenty  items, 
hoping  thereby  to  realize  the  purposes  of  0111 
Paity.  But  the  session  ended  in  a  dissolution 
aftei  admation  ofonlyabout  a  month,  during  which 
time  the  Diet  was  twice  prorogued  ;  and  conse- 
quently it  proved  impossible  to  cany  out  any  of 
the  items  of  our  programme  except  that  relat- 
ing to  official  discipline  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce.  There  was  not 
time  enough  to  bi  ing  up  for  discussion  even 
such  measures  of  in  gent  necessity  as  those  relating 
to  riparian  improvements,  national  defence,  and 
railways.  The  sixth  session  of  the  Diet  being 
now  near  at  hand,  we  have  decided  upon  the  fol- 
lowing policy  : — 

I.  — The  items  contained  in  the  programme  for  the 
last  session  should  be  carried  out. 

II.  — The  Government  conduct  toward  the  late  Diet 
should  be  criticised  and  its  responsibility  therefore 
clearly  defined. 

III.  — The  (Government  should  likewise  be  criticised 
for  its  misdeeds  since  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
House  of  Representatives. 

Viscount  Shinagawa,  leader  of  the  Party,  then 
ascended  the  platform  and  delivered  a  speech, 
which  is  described  by  the  Chu-o  Shimbun — 
from  which  we  quote  these  facts, — as  having 
produced  a  profound  impression  upon  the  au- 
dience. But  reading  it  as  reported,  we  can- 
not find  anything  remarkable.  The  alleged 
effect  must  have  been  due  to  the  style  of 
delivery.  He  congratulated  his  Party  on  its 
success — he  actually  called  it  success — in  the 
last  general  elections;  alluded  sarcastically 
to  the  enemies  of  the  National  Unionists, 
calling  them  advocates  of  the  "  India-Rubber 
principle ;"  called  attention  to  the  presence  of 
serious  danger  at  home  and  abroad,  and  finally 
impressed  upon  his  followers  the  importance  of 
always  having  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  He  was  followed  by  various  speakers, 
the  principal  among  them  being  Messrs.  Yasu- 
ba Yasukazu,  Imperial  nominee  to  the  House 
of  Peers;  Kashiwada  Moribnmi,  M.P. ;  and 
Ooka  Ikuzo,  M.P.  Their  addresses  are  not  re- 
ported, but  it  is  stated  that,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  they  all  attacked  the  Cabinet.  When 
these  speeches  were  over,  the  assembly  joined 
in  enthusiastic  cheers  for  the  Emperor,  the 
National  Unionist  Party,  and  Viscount  Shina- 


gawa. Having  then  partaken  of  simple  re- 
freshments, an  occupation  vaiied  by  the  delivery 
of  several  speeches,  tltey  dispersed  at  about 
5.30  p.m. 

The  great  conference  of  the  Kaishin-to  came 
off  on  the  15th  instant  in  the  Kinki-kan,  Kanda, 
Tokyo.  The  meeting  was  opened  at  1  p.m., 
Mr.  Maruo  Bunroku  in  the  chair,  about  350 
members  of  the  Parly  being  present.  Mr. 
Okuma  Hidemaru,  the  adopted  son  of  Count 
Okuma,  read  the  latter's  congratulatory  address 
to  the  assembly.  After  some  business  affairs 
had  been  despatched,  Mr.  Kato  Masanosuke, 
M.P.,  introduced  and  explained  a  programme 
for  the  coming  session  ot  the  Diet,  which,  with 
some  alterations  and  additions,  was  adopted  as 
follows : — 

I.  — The  Cabinet  should  be  censured  for  the  im- 
propriety  of  tire  dissolution  of  the  late  House  of 
Representatives. 

II.  — The  Cabinet's  conduct  about  the  Chishima 
Kan  collision  affair  should  be  condemned  as  im- 
proper. 

I II.  — The  Government's  foreign  policy  should  be 
disapproved,  and  complete  change  of  policy  in 
that  direction  should  be  insisted  upon. 

IV.  —  The  Government  should  be  111  ged  to  strictly 
enforce  the  treaties  and  promptly  accomplish  their 
revision. 

V.  — The  disbursement  of  the  surplus  should  be 
condemned  as  contrary  to  the  Constitution. 

VI.  — Encroachments  upon  the  independence  of 
the  Judiciary  should  be  stopped. 

VII.  — Reduction  of  the  Land  Tax  and  Re- 
assessment of  the  Taxable  Value  of  Land  should 
be  carried  out.  (Determination  of  the  exact  extent 
of  reduction  or  1  e-assessment  is  to  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  those  Progressionists  who  have  seats 
in  the  Diet.) 

VIII.  —  The  construction  of  railways  should  be 
expedited. 

IX.  — The  Cabinet  should  be  urged  to  adopt 
plans  for  the  regulation  of  forests  and  the  im- 
provement of  rivers,  so  that  devastating  inunda- 
tions may  be  avoided. 

X.  —  The  suspension  of  newspapers  should  be 
abolished. 

XI.  — The  members  having  seats  in  the  Diet 
should  be  charged  with  using  their  discretion  to 
introduce  in  the  coming  session  questions  relating 
to  Hokkaido,  to  the  abolition  ot  the  Peace  Pre- 
servation Regulations,  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Regulations  for  Public  Meetings  and  Political 
Associations,  to  the  abolition  of  the  import  duly 
on  cotton,  to  the  abolition  of  export  duties,  to  the 
prolongation  of  the  duration  of  the  session,  and  so 
forth. 

Mr.  Takata  Sanape,  M.P.,  read  a  report  on 
the  branch  office  at  Shizuoka.  Mr.  Sudo  Riku- 
zo,  M.P.,  proposed  that  letters  of  condolence 
and  exhortation  be  sent  in  the  name  of  the  Party 
to  members  who  failed  to  be  returned  to  the 
new  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  a  resolu- 
tion be  adopted  expressing  gratitude  to  local 
members  who  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  zeal  in  assisting  the  Party's  candidates  in 
the  recent  elections.  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo,  M.P., 
proposed  that  some  members  be  sent  out  on  a 
tour  of  political  inspection  throughout  the  coun 
try.  These  proposals  were  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. After  some  other  business  was  disposed 
of  the  assembly  sat  down  for  a  reunion  at  about 
six  o'clock. 


THE  YOUNG  MENS  CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION  OF  TOKYO. 


On  the  5th  inst.  took  place  the  dedication  of 
the  fine  new  brick  buildings  of  the  Tokyo  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associatiuti,  at  Mitoshiro-cho, 
Kanda.  The  principal  building  is  of  three 
storeys,  containing  fine  suites  of  rooms  for  offices, 
library,  reading-room,  dining-room,  hall,  and  so 
forth.  At  the  back  of  this  building  and  con- 
nected with  it  is  a  spacious  and  airy  lecture  hall 
capable  of  seating  about  a  thousand  persons. 
These  handsome  edifices,  which  by  the  way  con- 
fer great  credit  upon  the  architect,  Mr.  Josiah 
Conder,  represent  the  benevolence  of  three 
Americans  who  subscribed,  each  separately, 
sums  aggregating  in  all  about  $40,000  in  gold. 
These  donations  were  obtained  principally 
through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Swift,  secre- 
tary of  the  International  Section  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association   in   New  York, 
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whose  important  services  for  the  developement 
of  the  Tokyo  Association  will  be  noticed  more 
at  length  before  concluding  the  present  note. 
The  ceremony  of  dedication  commenced  in  the 
Lecture  Hall  about  2  p.m.,  Mr.  Ebara  Soroku, 
a  well-known  M.P.,  being  in  the  Chair.  The 
exercises  commenced  with  a  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Harada  Tasuku,  pastor  of  the  Bancho  Church, 
who  was  followed  by  Dr.  Ibuka  Kajinosuke, 
President  of  the  Meiji  Gaku-in,  with  a  reading 
from  the  Bible.  Then  speeches  were  made  by 
Mr.  Handa  Yoichi,  President  of  the  Awoyama 
Eiwa  Gakko,  Mr.  J.  T.  Swift,  of  the  New 
York  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Pro- 
fessor Ichihara  Seiko,  of  the  Doshisha  College, 
Dr.  Verbeck,  and  Rev.  Oshikawa  Masa- 
yoshi.  Mr.  Honda  dwelt  on  the  important  posi- 
tion which  young  men  occupy  in  society  as 
the  source  of  national  glory  and  strength  in 
future.  He  insisted  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
strictly  religious  character  of  the  Association  ; 
and  spoke  with  grateful  satisfaction  of  the 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  Swift  in  the  promotion 
of  its  welfare  and  prosperity.  Mr.  Swift  spoke 
on  the  past  history  of  the  institution,  telling  how 
for  some  years  the  original  promoters  of  the 
Association  had  prayed  for  God's  help,  and 
how  their  prayer  was  answered  in  the  shape  of 
donations  received  from  most  unexpected  quar- 
ters and  under  most  singular  circumstances. 
The  names  of  the  benefactors  seem  to  be  kept 
in  solemn  secrecy.  At  least,  Mr.  Swift  did  not 
name  any  of  them.  One  of  them  who  was 
the  first  to  make  a  constribution  is  said 
to  be  a  man  who,  until  that  time,  had  never 
been  known  to  give  money  for  such  pur- 
poses, and  who,  moreover,  was  not  particularly 
rich.  Professor  Ichibara  remarked  that,  judging 
from  the  present  state  of  the  country,  there  was 
not  much  need  for  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociations. The  principal  object  for  which 
these  institutions  were  originated  in  the  West 
was  to  find  fields  for  the  employment  of  youth- 
ful energy.  In  the  West,  important  positions 
in  all  departments  of  life  are  filled  in  most  cases 
by  men  of  gray  hairs,  and  youngsters  find  great 
difficulties  in  employing  themselves  in  a  useful 
manner.  Hence  the  great  necessity  for  in- 
stitutions of  the  kind.  But  in  Japan,  it  is  young 
men  who  take  the  principal  part  in  the  political, 
religious,  literary,  educational,  and  other  spheres 
of  activity.  But  time  will  certainly  come,  and  that 
soon,  when  young  men  will  be  placed  under 
the  same  disadvantageous  conditions  as  in 
Europe  and  America,  and  in  view  of  that  cir- 
cumstance, Mr.  Ichihara  was  glad  to  observe 
the  increase  of  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociations in  Japan.  Speaking  of  the  particular 
Association  whose  buildings  were  dedicated  on 
the  present  occasion,  he  hoped  that  it  would 
serve  as  a  new  basis  for  the  operations  of 
Christian  propagandism,  and  that  it  would 
impart  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  movement  for  the 
unification  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Japan.  In 
conclusion  he  observed  that  the  new  buildings 
of  the  Association  were  a  fresh  monument  of 
American  friendship  to  Japan.  Dr.  Verbeck, 
who  was  received  with  enthusiastic  acclama- 
tions, especially  from  the  youthful  portion  of  the 
audience,  offered  a  few  words  of  useful  advice 
to  the  members  of  the  Association.  Lastly, 
Rev.  Oshikawa  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
Michi  which  is  an  embodiment  of  what  is 
true,  beautiful,  and  good.  He  enjoys  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  most  powerful  preach- 
ers in  Japan.  On  the  present  occasion,  he 
did  not  appear  to  his  best  advantage,  for  he 
seemed  to  be  carried  away  by  his  subject,  and 
some  among  the  audience  were  inclined  to  think 
that  his  manners  betrayed  theatrical  affecta- 
tion. The  exercises  concluded  with  a  benedic- 
tion pronounced  by  Rev.  Okuno  Masalsuna.  It 
remains  to  be  noted  that,  at  regular  intervals, 
the  audience  was  entertained  by  a  Military 
Band  and  the  singing  of  hymns  by  the  girls  of 
the  Awoyama  Jo-Gakko.  We  must  not  omit  to 
mention  that  the  guests  were  presented  on  depart- 
ing with  a  tiny  box  containing  confectionaries. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  origin  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Tokyo. 
It  is  more  than  ten  years  since  the  leaders 


of  the  Christian  community  in  the  capital — 
among  them  Mr.  Kozaki  Hiromichi,  now  Pre- 
sident of  the  Doshisha  College  of  Kyoto,  and 
Mr.  Uyemura  Masahisa,  a  well-known  preacher 
and  journalist — first  organized  the  Association. 
The  example  was  followed  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
the  number  of  these  Associations  reached  over 
fifty.  They  did  not  lack  members  of  dis- 
interested zeal,  but  they  failed  to  produce  any 
remarkable  results,  because  they  all  laboured 
under  the  disadvantage  of  want  of  necessary 
funds.  So  far  as  the  one  in  Tokyo  is  concern- 
ed, this  want  was  supplied  about  five  years  ago 
by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Swift  from  America  with 
large  donations  for  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  Association  buildings.  Since  then 
the  Association  entered  upon  a  new  stage  of 
development.  The  work  at  present  under- 
taken by  the  Association  is  of  various  kind, 
the  principal  among  them  being  the  publication 
of  a  monthly  journal  called  Kirisutokyo  Sei- 
nen  (Christian  Young  Men);  lectures  on  philo- 
sophy, religious,  scientific,  and  social  sub- 
jects every  Sunday  afternoon  ;  evening  classes 
in  English  conversation,  composition,  and 
translation;  and  the  maintenance  of  a  board- 
ing house  for  students  under  proper  superin- 
tendence. The  latter  institution  is  of  special 
importance  in  a  city  like  Tokyo,  where  a 
vast  number  of  boys  are  assembled  practically 
independent  of  restraints  of  any  kind.  We 
understand  that  the  management  of  the  boarding 
school  is  principally,  if  not  wholly,  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  R.  S.  Miller,  whose  zeal  is  warmly  spoken 
of  by  the  members  of  the  Association.  The 
members  of  the  Association  at  present  number 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Board  of  Di- 
rectors consists  of  the  following  persons : — 
Messrs.  Miyoshi  Taizo,  President  of  the  Court 
of  Cassation  (Chairman),  Shimada  Saburo,  M.P., 
(Vice-Chairman),  Tatsui  Raizo  (Secretary), 
Suzuki  Shinichi  (Treasurer),  Eguchi  Teijo 
(Treasurer),  Watase  Torajiro,  Nogakushi,  Ebara 
Soroku,  M.P.,  Kimura  Sunkichi,  Rigakushi, 
Yuasa  Jiro,  ex-M.P.,  Seiada  Ryo,  Sotome  Toyo- 
aki,  Iwamoto  Zenji,  Principal  of  the  Meiji  Jo- 
gakko,  Professor  Wadagaki  of  the  Imperiai  Uni- 
versity, Takata  Koan,  Shimizu  Tomosuke,  J.  T. 
Swift  (Honorary  Manager),  R.  S.  Miller  (Honor- 
ary Manager),  and  Niwa  Seijiro  (Manager). 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 

 ♦  

The  victim  of  the  Chinese  attack  at  Hsianfu 
appears  to  have  been  the  Rev.  F.  Hugh,  Pro. 
Vicar  Apostolic  of  Northern  Shensi,  an  Irish- 
man, who  was  very  roughly  handled  by  the 
Chinese  in  August,  1892,  as  reported  in  Shanghai 
papers  in  October  of  that  year.  The  latest 
news  as  to  Pere  Hugh  is  in  a  telegram  from 
Bishop  Pagnucci  at  Hsianfu,  which  says  : — 
"  Liberated  without  reparation,  and  gone  to 
Peking." 

Fire  broke  out  on  the  French  Concession  at 
8.45  p.m.  on  the  27th  ultimo  in  some  houses 
on  the  Quai  des  Foss6s,  facing  the  native  city. 
The  firemen,  notwithstanding  that  a  number  of 
them  were  either  at  the  Lyceum  or  on  their 
way  there,  were  quickly  on  the  spot  and  suc- 
ceeded in  confining  the.  flames  to  two  houses, 
which  were  partially  destroyed.  The  firemen 
left  the  scene  before  10  o'clock. 

Telegrams  received  by  the  Chinese  naval 
commander  at  Shanghai  from  Canton  announce 
that  the  Lai  or  Li  savages  in  Hainan  Island  have 
gone  on  the  war-path  once  more  and  that  many 
of  the  border  villages  inhabited  by  Chinese 
colonists  have  since  been  raided  and  a  num- 
ber of  lives  taken.  In  addition  to  the  troubles 
on  land,  piracy  is  also  rampant,  three  richly 
laden  junks  having  been  robbed  of  their  con- 
tents and  some  of  the  crews  killed. 

A  despatch  from  a  Peking  native  correspon- 
dent states  that  H.E.  Hsiieh  Fuch'eng,  Chinese 
Minister  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  has  tele- 
graphed to  the  Tsung-li  Yamen  to  the  effect  that 
he  left  London  for  Paris  on  the  10th  of  March 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  matters  in 
that  city  and  turning  over  his  seals  of  office  to 
the  new  Minister,  H.E.  Kung,  when  he  arrives 


there.  This  done,  H.E.  Hsfeh  states  that  he 
will  return  at  once  to  China. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  by 
the  Viceroy  Chang  Chih-tung  from  the  Tsung-li 
YamSn,  he  is  having  the  Imperial  Edict  of  1891 
in  favour  of  missionaries  re-posted  throughout 
his  government. 

In  the  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  of  the 
Bank  of  China,  etc.,  against  Chief  Justice  Han- 
nen's  decision  in  favour  of  the  American  Trad- 
ing Company,  judgment  has  been  given  by  the 
Privy  Council  fully  sustaining  Mr.  Hannen's 
decision. 

A  Chinese  girl  of  the  native  city  who  recently 
found  out  that  her  elder  sister  had  such  an 
aversion  to  her  fiancee  that  she  twice  attempted 
to  commit  suicide  in  order  to  get  rid  of  marry- 
ing, offered  herself  to  take  her  elder  sister's  place. 
The  father,  who  had  no  sons  and  only  these  two 
daughters,  was  only  too  glad  to  compromise  and 
save  his  eldest  daughter  and  so  consented  to  the 
change.  The  marriage  was  celebrated  with 
eclat  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  1st. 

A  band  of  disguised  robbers  visited  the  house 
of  a  rich  widow  and  her  only  daughter,  last 
week,  at  a  place  called  Ch'angshuh,  near  Soo- 
chow,  and  after  killing  the  two  inmates  under 
most  horrible  circumstances,  made  away  with 
over  Tls.  4,000  worth  of  jewels  and  sycee. 

Shanghai  has  only  made  760  points  in  the 
Interport  Rifle  Match,  against  823  made  by 
Hongkong  and  817  by  Singapore. 

The  Shanghai  races  passed  off  very  success- 
fully, Mr.  Sassoon  securing  the  lion's  share  of 
winning  mounts  and  races,  while  the  remainder 
were  fairly  evenly  divided.  The  Totalisator,  for 
places,  and  Pari-Mutual,  for  wins,  showed  a 
total  receipt  of  $71,925  for  the  three  days. 

The  Chinese  Government's  method  of  deal- 
ing with  strikes  is  sharp,  short,  and  conclusive, 
It  appears  that  frequently  strikes  have  occurred 
among  the  artisans  and  skilled  labourers  em- 
ployed at  Government  buildings  in  connection 
with  the  approaching  Imperial  Birthday  Cele- 
brations, and  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  have 
complained  to  His  Majesty  of  the  inconvenience 
thus  caused.  The  Emperor  has  accordingly 
promulgated  an  edict  ordering  the  Peking 
gendarmerie  to  make  wholesale  arrests  of  the 
offending  parties,  who  will  be  punished  without 
mercy.  It  is  inferred  from  remarks  made  by 
the  Emperor  that  the  most  refractory  among  the 
ringleaders  will  be  sentenced  to  strangulation  or 
banishment.    That  ought  to  cure  the  tendency. 

Competitive  examinations  in  China  are  worthy 
of  the  name.  The  number  of  candidates  for 
metropolitan  degrees  at  the  recent  grace  exam- 
ination in  Peking  was  6,896,  and  the  number 
of  degrees  to  be  conferred  did  not  exceed  300. 
Hence  only  one  candidate  in  every  twenty-three 
could  hope  for  success. 

Japanese  patriots  must  read  with  some  un- 
easiness and  envy  the  programme  of  the  Chinese 
fleets'  approaching  manoeuvres  in  the  Gulf  of 
Pechili.  Admiral  Ting  is  to  be  in  command, 
and  the  number  of  vessels  engaged  will  be  not 
less  than  thirty.  A  still  larger  force  might  be 
collected  were  the  Min-Che  Squadron  called 
upon  for  a  contingent,  but  it  has  been  left  out. 
Thirty  serviceable  ships  of  war  is,  however,  an 
imposing  display. 

Another  cotton  cloth  mill  is  to  be  established 
in  China.  The  place  chosen  is  Yenpu,  near 
Canton,  and  the  capital  is  $500,000  in  five 
thousand  shares  of  $100  each.  The  mill  is  to 
employ  500  hands,  including  300  females,  at 
the  outset,  and  the  projectors  evidently  enter- 
tain a  most  rosy  idea  of  its  prospects,  for  they 
predict  a  gross  profit  of  $200,000  annually,  one 
half  of  which  at  least  is  to  be  clear  gain  to  the 
shareholders.  Would  there  have  been  any 
opening  for  such  enterprises  in  China  had  not 
the  appreciation  of  gold  fatally  handicapped 
the  manufactures  of  gold-using  countries? 

It  is  stated  that  the  South  Formosa  sugar  crop 
is  turning  out  very  badly.  Supplies  are  not 
expected  to  reach  250,000  piculs,  which,  though 
not  worse  than  last  season,  is  one  of  the  poorest 
yields  on  record.  The  Tainanfoo  crop  is  also 
comparatively  small. 

The  Chinese  are  generally  supposed  to  be 
free  from  over-government.  But  a  step  recently 
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taken  by  the  Viceroy  of  Nanking  contradicts 
that  ilieory.  The  Shanghai  Magistrate,  acting 
under  instructions  from  the  Viceroy,  has  issued 
a  proclamation  interdicting  all  night  sailing  of 
junks  on  the  waters  of  the  Woosung,  Tsung- 
ming,  and  Yang-tze  districts  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chiukiang.  The  reasons  assigned  for  this 
strange  measure  are  partly  paternal  and  partly 
arbitrary.  The  Viceroy  desires  to  save  the  junks 
from  going  ashore  or  getting  shipwrecked  ;  he 
also  wishes  to  prevent  them  from  trying  to  run 
the  blockade  of  the  likin  barrier  stations ;  and 
he  wishes  finally  ^0  secure  them  against  the 
peril  of  piratical  attacks.  So  the  junks  must 
anchor  at  sunset  at  the  nearest  riverine  towns  01 
barrier  station,  and  not  to  proceed  on  their 
voyage  before  8.30  the  next  morning.  Con- 
ceive such  an  order  emanating  from  officials  in 
England. 

The  Sungpu*  massacre  affair  seems  to  have 
been  finally  brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  in- 
nocent men  imprisoned  because  they  aided  the 
missionaries  have  been  released,  and  the  Im 
perial  Edict  of  1891  against  anti-foreign  riots 
has  been  re-posted  throughout  the  Yang-tze 
districts.  The  re-issue  of  this  Edict  was  one  of 
the  steps  demanded  by  the  Foreign  Representa 
tives.  Theeffect  is  expected  to  be  mostbeneficial 

The  freshets  in  the  Han  River,  alluded  to  in 
our  last  summary  of  Chinese  news,  continued 
throughout  a  week  and  wrought  great  havoc. 
Warning  might  easily  have  been  sent  down  the 
river  by  telegraph,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  be 
ing  done,  fleets  of  boats,  suddenly  caught  by  ; 
wave  two  or  three  feet  high,  were  swept  into 
the  Yang-tze  [in  a  broken  and  sinking  state. 
Nothing  accurate  is  known  as  to  the  number  of 
boats  and  lives  lost,  but  certainly  the  figures  in 
each  case  would  total  several  hundreds. 

Two  Kalmuck  Tartars  from  the  banks  of  the 
Volga — Messrs.  Menkudjinov  and  Uianov  — 
have  just  completed  a  wonderful  journey  from 
Astrakhan  to  Lassa  and  thence  to  Peking.  A 
correspondent  of  the  North  China  Daily  News 
writes  thus  about  them  : — 

They  say  it  took  them  fourteen  months  to  reach 
Lassa,  and  on  the  way  they  had  to  cross  moun- 
tains so  high  that  the  blood  oozed  out  from  eyes 
and  ears,  and  it  was  so  cold  that  they  had  to  wear 
each  two  skin  coats  in  August.  Tliey  had  to  ci  oss 
deserts  so  barren  and  so  broad  that  not  a  single 
inhabitant  was  to  be  seen  in  a  month's  journey, 
and  when  tltey  did  meet  with  people  tliey  were 
robbers.  As  Russians  they  would  never  have 
been  allowed  to  approach  Lassa,  not  on  account 
of  any  special  dislike  the  native  Tibetans 
have  to  foreigneis,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
machinations  of  the  Chinese  officials  and  gar- 
rison. They,  however,  travelled  as  Mongols, 
and  being  able  to  speak  that  language  had  no 
hindrance  put  in  their  way.  They  duly  woi  ship- 
ped the  Dalai  Lama,  who  made  them  a  present  of 
a  Buddhist  Bible  in  120  volumes,  and  woiih  a 
thousand  ounces  of  silver.  They  also  procured  on 
their  own  account  twenty  packages  of  sacred  books, 
prayers — it  was  interesting  to  notice  that  the 
prayers  were  printed  on  Chinese  paper  which  must 
have  originally  hailed  from  the  province  of  Kiangs' 
— charms,  and  images,  and  with  these  they  made 
their  way  eastward  through  Kokonor  and  North 
China  to  Peking,  a  journey  which  took  them  fifteen 
months. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  in  Peking 
is  now  on  a  tour  to  Shanghai  and  the  river 
ports.  It  is  evidently  his  intention  to  establish 
the  closest  possible  personal  relations  with  the 
communities  whose  interests  he  is  charged  to 
look  after. 

The  railway  from  Tientsin  to  Shanhaikuan, 
a  distance  of  175  miles,  is  now  open  and  is  said 
to  be  working  excellently.  The  journey  can 
be  made  in  8  hours. 

The  Shanghai  Races  came  off  on  the  1st, 
2nd,  and  3rd  of  May.  Eight  of  the  twenty 
events  on  the  first  two  days  were  won  by  Mr. 
Sassoon's  ponies,  Mr.  Sassoon  himself  riding  in 
six  cases.  The  Ladies'  Purse  was  presented 
by  Miss  Ethel  Jamieson,  who  made  a  wholly 
new  departure  by  delivering  a  rythmical  address. 

The  North  China  Daily  News  gives  editorial 
credence  to  an  extraordinary  story  that  the  Vice- 
roy of  Nanking  has  been  feigning  sickness  for 
many  weeks  entirely  with  the  object  of  with- 
holding from  Mr.  Lu,  the  new  Taotai  of  Shang- 
hai, the  commission  without  which  he  cannot 


enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  Our  con- 
temporary goes  so  fat  as  to  hint  that  the  Vice- 
roy's sickness  will  last  several  months  longer. 
Considering  that  the  commission  must  he  given 
sooner  or  later,  the  futile  and  utterly  petty  con- 
duct attributed  to  the  Viceroy  overtaxes  the 
credulity  of  ordinary  folks.  We  may  add  that 
the  Viceroy  is  now  recovered. 

The  Viceroy  Li's  accounts  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Peiyang  Fleet  from  1887  to  1890 
have  been  scrutinized  in  a  seemingly  captious 
spirit  by  the  Board  of  War,  for  the  great  man 
is  virtually  accused  of  over-charging.  He  is 
declared  to  have  charged  TIs.  108  for  tire  car- 
riage of  900  tons  of  warlike  stores  a  distance  of 
of  3^  miles  from  the  steamer  to  the  godowns, 
whereas  the  Board  thinks  that  the  cost  of  car- 
riage should  not  have  exceeded  TIs.  15.  How 
such  a  weight  of  goods  could  possibly  be  trans- 
ported to  such  a  distance  for  such  a  sum  we 
cannot  conceive.  The  Viceroy  is  also  con- 
demned for  showing  TIs.  40  as  the  price  of  a 
passage  by  steamer  from  Tientsin  to  Shanghai, 
whereas  TIs.  30  should  have  sufficed.  Both  of 
these  accusations,  the  latter  of  which  every- 
body knows  to  be  false,  are  apparently  credited 
by  the  Throne  ! 


HONGKONG  NEWS. 


An   amusing  instance   of  the   biter  being 
bitten  occurred  in  the  Hongkong  Police  Court 
recently.    A  lukotig  was  charged  with  miscon 
ducting  himself  and  with  violation  of  his  duties 
as  a  police  constable.    From  the  evidence  it 
appeared  that  he  went  into  an  eating  house 
at  294,  Queen's  Road  West,  the  other  morning 
about  4  o'clock  and  peremptorily  ordered  some 
dumplings.  The  chef  politely  said  that  "  dump 
lings  were  off"  at  that  hour.    With  a  sinister 
threat  of  "  All  right.    I  will  fix  you,"  the  lukong 
left,  to  reappear  next  morning  with  three  other 
sn.    Then  with  all  the  effrontery  imaginable  he 


ordered  a  customer  out  of  the  establishment, 
seized  the  proprietor  by  the  queue,  and — sub- 
limest  impudence  of  all! — took  him  to  No. 
Police  Station  and  charged  him  with  creating  a 
disturbance  in  the  public  street.  The  case  was 
actually  heard  but  very  properly  dismissed.  The 
lukong  has  now  been  fined  $15  or  six  weeks 
for  the  first  offence  and  $50  or  two  month's  for 
the  second,  the  terms  of  imprisonment  to  be 
consecutive. 

Hongkong  fired  on  the  24th  ult.,  in  the  In 
terport  Rifle  Match  and  made  a  score  of  823  on 
the  three  ranges,  being  six  more  than  that  made 
by  Singapore.  The  shooting  was  on  the  whole 
fair,  the  total  score  showing  93  bull's  eyes,  71 
inners,  40  magpies,  and  30  outers.  A  highest 
possible  was  made  by  Mr.  Duncan  at  the  200 
yards  range  and  another  by  Acting  Inspector 
Watson  at  the  500  yards.  The  latter,  who  made 
the  top  score,  93,  left  for  home  the  next  day. 
This  is  the  sixth  match,  and  of  the  previous  five, 
four  have  been  won  by  Hongkong  and  one  by 
Shanghai.    The  Northern  port  has  yet  to  fire. 

The  Russian  warship  Kreiser  has  reached 
Hobson's  Bay  on  her  way  to  the  Russian  Pacific 
station.  She  is  described  in  Australian  papers 
as  a  smart-looking  barque-rigged  vessel  of  1,500 
tons  displacement,  but  one  of  the  old  type,  built 
of  iron  and  wood,  nearly  20  years  ago,  at  St. 
Petersburg.  Her  commander  is  Captain  Nebo- 
gatoff.  She  originally  sailed  last  October  from 
Cronstadt,  but  has  made  Australia  via  Cape 
Town,  and  has  come  along  under  sail.  After 
leaving  the  Cape  she  was  under  steam  only 
four  days  of  the  thirty-eight  days'  passage  to 
Melbourne. 

Some  cases  of  small-pox  have  occurred  in  the 
colony.  A  Roman  Catholic  priest  was  re- 
moved to  the  sanitarium  at  Pokfulum,  and  a 
master  at  the  Diocesan  School  was  also  attacked 
and  had  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Hygeia.  Cases 
have  also  been  reported  among  Chinese. 

On  the  25th  ult.,  H.M.S.  Severn  came  out 
of  dock  where  she  has  been  undergoing  an 
overhaul.  She  was  to  leave  Hongkong  on  the 
29th  ult.  for  Foochow  and  Nagasaki.  The 
flagship  Centurion  was  to  take  in  1,000  tons  of 


coal  on  April  26.  This,  it  ia  understood,  is  the 
hugest  amount  ever  taken  in  by  a  war-ve8sel  in 
Hongkong  in  one  day. 

Since  the  23rd  ult.  the  naval  authoiilies  at 
Hongkong  have  been  actively  employed  storing, 
provisioning,  and  putting  ammunition  on  board 
H.M.S.  Wivern  and  'I weed,  and  the  torpedo 
boats.  They  have  been  equipped  in  every  re- 
spect for  active  service,  and  are  taking  part  in 
mobilization  manoeuvres.  The  guard-ships,  with 
the  flotilla  of  torpedo  boats,  proceeded  to  Tytam 
Bay  on  the  25th,  where  they  were  to  remain  till 
the  Saturday  following.  Commander  Ashe  is 
in  command  of  the  Wivern,  and  Lieut.  C.  V. 
Thursby  of  the  Tweed.  Torpedo  boats  are 
commanded  by  Lieuts.  T.  L.  Barnardiston,  C. 
E.  Rooke,  and  E.  S.  Carey. 

H.M.S.  Pallas,  Captain  McLeod,  left  Hong- 
kong on  the  24th  ult.,  homeward  bound.  She 
does  not  go  home  by  the  Cape,  as  has  been 
rumoured,  but  by  the  Suez  Canal.  Upon 
leaving  Hongkong  she  was  to  search  for  any 
traces  of  the  missing  vessels  Morayshire  and 
Blair  Athole, and  would  first  visit  the  Philippine 
Islands,  coaling  at  Manila,  then  go  to  Warren 
Hastings  Island,  some  of  the  Caroline  Islands 
and  Java.  In  this  detour  the  voyage  to  Singa- 
pore will  extend  over  4,000  miles,  instead  of 
the  usual  trip  of  1,400  miles.  The  British  iron 
ship  Morayshire  (Capt.  Mouatt),-)- 100  A  1 
Lloyds,  1482  tons  gross,  built  1875,  sailed 
from  Samarang  for  Vancouver  on  22nd  Novem- 
ber, 1892,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar.  The  British 
iron  ship  Blair  Athole  (Captain  Liser),-^  100 
A  1  Lloyds,  1,777  tons  gross,  built  1874,  sailed 
from  Pasarceang  for  Vancouveron  27th February, 
1893,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar.  Since  sailing 
neither  vessel  has  been  heard  of. 

Advices  from  South  Formosa,  says  the  Amoy 
Gazelle,  report  thas  the  steamer  Tritos  on  her 
last  trip  to  Takow  loaded,  in  twelve  hours,  18,700 
bags  of  sugar,  the  largest  quantity  of  cargo  ever 
put  on  board  a  steamer  in  one  day  at  Takow. 
The  sugar  crop  is  turning  out  a  miserable  one, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  supplies  will  not  reach 
250,000  piculs,  one  of  the  poorest  yields  for 
many  years,  with  the  exception  of  last  season. 
The  Tainanfoo  crop  is  also  a  comparatively 
small  one,  and  there  is  general  disappointment 
at  the  poor  export  trade,  after  the  fair  prospects 
held  out  at  the  commencement  of  the  season. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 
 ♦  

The  action  of  the  United  States  Government 
in  sending  Admiral  Walker  to  Hawaii  to  es- 
tablish an  American  naval  station  at  Pearl 
Harbour  has  been  interpreted  in  London  as 
the  virtual  establishment  of  an  American  pro- 
tectorate over  Hawaii. 

Messrs.  Humphrys,  Tennant,  and  Co.,  of 
Deptford,  have  obtained  the  contract  for  the 
engines  of  No.  1  battleship,  14,900  tons  dis- 
placement, which  is  to  be  laid  down  shortly 
at  Portsmonth.  The  engines  are  to  develop 
10,000  horse-power  with  natural  and  12,000 
with  forced  draught. 

Sir  Philip  Cunliffe-Owen,  director  of  the 
South  Kensington  Museum,  died  of  heart- 
disease  on  March  23rd. 

Sir  Robert  Prescott  Stewart,  Professor  of 
Music  in  Dublin  University,  died  on  the  25th  of 
March  of  heart  disease.  Few  men  were  better 
known  in  Dublin  and  none  had  given  wider 
pleasure  both  by  his  beautiful  compositions  and 
by  his  admirable  performances  as  an  organist 
in  Trinity  College  Chapel,  Christchurch,  and  St. 
Patrick's  Cathedral.  He  was  in  his  sixty-ninth 
year. 

A  correspondent  of  the  The  Times  strongly 
urges  the  suitability  of  the  present  time  for 
emigration  to  Canada.  He  says  that  a  number 
of  partly  improved  farms  are  procurable  at  ex- 
ceptionally cheap  rates  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  men  who  originally  settled  there  have 
moved  further  afield,  not  because  of  ill-success, 
but  because  the  pioneer  fever  prevented  them 
from  resting  quietly  anywhere.  It  appears 
that  there  has  been  a  mania  for  land  in  the 
West  and  that  people  flocked  thither  abandon- 
ing equally  profitable  positions  in  the  East  with- 
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out  giving  them  a  fair  trial.  The  same  corre- 
spondent, speaking  of  thecanal  traffic  in  Canada, 
says  that  the  tonnage  of  ships  passing  through 
the  lock  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Supe- 
rior exceeds  by  1  or  2  million  tons  annually  that 
passing  through  the  Suez  Canal. 

Mr.  Holt  S.  Hailed  writes  an  interesting 
letter  to  The  Times  in  which  he  asserts  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  order  to  induce 
China  to  abandon  her  suzerain  claims  to  Bur- 
mah  has  ceded  to  that  Empire  three  Burmese 
Shan  States  besides  other  tracts  of  terri- 
tory. Among  these  States  is  Kiang  Hung, 
the  only  part  of  Great  Britain's  Burmese  domi 
nions  that  touches  China  proper.  In  order  to 
connect  by  rail  our  Burmese  seaboard  with 
Ssumao,  the  frontier  post  and  emporium  of 
trade  in  south-west  Yunnan,  the  line  would 
have  to  be  built  for  the  last  150  miles  of  its 
length  through  the  province  of  Kiang  Hung,  and 
Mr.  Hallett  insists  that  if  that  province  he  ceded 
to  China  without  reserving  a  right  to  build  a  rail- 
way through  it,  England  will  have  practically 
abandoned  to  France  the  opportunity  of  tapping 
via  Tonkin  and  Annam  the  trade  of  the  populous 
regions  of  Southern  and  South-Western  China. 
Incidentally  Mr.  Hallett  condemns  the  British 
system  of  concluding  and  ratifying  conventions 
without  previous  reference  to  Parliament.  In 
France,  he  points  out,  no  treaty,  or  convention 
can  be  ratified  until  it  has  been  discussed  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Chambers,  but  in  England  things 
may  have  gone  entirely  past  alteration  before 
the  public  learns  anything. 

The  process  of  annexation  goes  on  rapidly 
in  Africa.  "  Without  a  shot  fired  or  an  assegai 
thrown,  the  Cape  Colony  has  come  into  posses- 
sion of  a  country  nearly  as  large  as  Wales, 
which  in  many  of  its  characteristics  it  closely 
resembles."  The  name  of  this  new  addition  to 
the  British  Empire  is  Pondoland.  It  lies  be- 
tween the  Cape  Colony  and  Natal ;  has  a  popu- 
lation of  about  150,000  people,  and  is  con- 
sidered a  most  eligible  acquisition,  being  well 
watered,  having  everywhere  luxuriant  vegetation, 
being  admirably  suited  to  the  growth  of  palms, 
firs,  bananas,  oranges  and  lemons,  cotton  and 
tea  plants,  and  many  timber  and  fruit  trees  of 
special  kinds,  while  pasture  for  sheep  and  cattle 
is  abundant,  and  Indian  and  other  corn  grows 
rapidly.  In  addition  to  all  these  advantages, 
it  boasts  a  river  and  a  harbour,  concerning 
which  we  read,  that  from  Pungwe  to  Cape 
Town  no  part  of  the  coast  of  the  Indian 
Ocean  possesses  either  a  river  or  a  harbour 
with  such  great  natural  advantages.  As  to  the 
method  by  which  this  splendid  country  has 
been  acquired,  it  would  appear  simply  that  the 
people,  having  learned  the  advantages  of  British 
rule  from  object  lessons  furnished  by  the  com- 
fort and  prosperity  of  the  Kaffirs  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts  and  tired  of  the  exactions  of 
their  own  chiefs,  have  become  honestly  anxious 
for  annexation,  while  the  chiefs,  having  gene- 
rally no  higher  ambition  in  life  than  to  be 
plentifully  supplied  with  brandy,  are  only  too 
glad  to  exchange  their  precarious  sovereignties 
for  assured  annuities  varying  from  £200  to 
jT^O  sterling  per  annum. 

Much  anxiety  has  been  caused  in  England 
by  the  announcement  that  an  eight  hours  day 
is  about  to  be  adopted  in  the  Royal  Dockyards. 
It  is  felt  that  private  employers  will  be  in  a 
manner  coerced  into  adopting  a  similar  course 
and  that  British  industry  will  thus  be  more  than 
ever  handicapped  in  competition  with  foreign. 

The  theory  formerly  held  was  that  English 
industrial  efficiency  enabled  English  manufac- 
turers to  compete  successfully  with  any  Euro- 
pean country  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  But 
that  theory  has  ceased  to  be  tenable  in  propor- 
tion as  machines  have  taken  the  place  of  hand 
labour.  There  can  be  no  question  that  as  between 
two  factories  furnished  with  machines  working 
at  the  same  rate  of  speed  on  the  same  character 
of  work  and  with  the  same  power  of  production, 
the  advantage  lies  with  the  factory  that  is  kept 
in  operation  for  the  greater  number  of  hours  out 
of  the  twenty-four.  Already  the  ordinary  dura- 
tion of  work  in  British  engineering  and  ship- 
building establishments  is  fifty-six  hours  per 
week,  whereas  in  most  Continental  establish- 


ments of  a  similar  character  it  is  from  sixty  to 
sixty-five  hours.  If  the  British  time  is  now  to 
be  still  further  reduced  to  forty-eight  hours,  the 
rate  of  pay  also  being  higher  than  in  Continental 
factories,  it  is  easy  to  estimate  the  consequences. 

No  Australian  eleven  will  visit  England  this 
year,  but,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
cricket,  the  Cape  Colony  will  send  a  team  to 
fight  for  laurels  in  the  old  country.  George 
Lohmann  and  some  other  good  English  cric- 
keters are  now  residents  of  South  Africa,  so  that 
the  Colony  will  probably  be  able  to  put  a  fair 
eleven  into  the  field.  That  cricket  loses  none 
of  its  interest  in  England  as  years  go  by  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  The  Times  devotes  no 
less  than  columns  to  "the  coming  cricket 
season." 

An  arts  and  industrial  exhibition  was  opened 
in  Belfast  on  the  25th  of  March. 

It  appears  probable,  from  subsequent  investi- 
gations, that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  charge  pre- 
ferred against  two Bechuanaland  PoliceTroopers 
of  having  fraudulently  appropriated  a  sum  of 
j£i,ooo  sent  by  Lobengula  in  token  of  willing- 
ness to  surrender  before  the  disaster  to  Major 
Wilson's  party.  The  troopers  were  supposed 
to  have  kept  the  money  and  concealed  the  fact 
of  any  such  message  having  been  received. 
But  it  appears  now  that  neither  of  the  ac- 
cused troopers  understands  the  Tebele  tongue, 
and  a  belief  gains  ground  that  if  the  King  sent 
any  money  for  such  a  purpose  it  was  stolen  by 
the  native  messengers  themselves. 

The  new  Canadian  Tariff  is  based  on  lines 
beneficial  to  trade  with  Great  Britain,  the  re- 
ductions of  duties  being  almost  entirely  on 
goods  that  Canada  imports  largely  from  the 
mother  country.  The  general  purpose  of  the 
Tariff  is  to  replace  the  present  system  of  mixed 
specific  and  ad  valorem  duties  by  ad  valorem 
duties  alone. 

The  National  Union  of  Teachers  opened  its 
25th  annual  conference  at  Oxford  on  the  26th 
of  March.  There  were  more  than  1,000  re- 
presentatives from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Resolutions  were  carried  affirming  the  necessity 
for  a  complete  register  of  teachers,  and  express- 
ing an  opinion  that  a  complete  and  co-ordinat- 
ed system  of  national  education  was  desirable; 
and  that  one  and  the  same  central  authority 
should  have  control  over  all  departments  of 
public  education.  A  resolution  was  carried 
to  the  effect  that  all  persons  appointed  as  in- 
spectors should^have  had  such  adequate  prac- 
tical experience  within  State-aided  schools  as 
would  insure  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
work  of  the  schools  they  would  be  required  to 
inspect;  and  the  conference  also  passed  a  re- 
solution urging  the  Parliamentary  committees 
of  the  various  working-class  organizations  to 
make  such  representations  to  the  Secondary 
Education  Commission  as  would  insure  the  close 
connexion  between  primary  and  secondary 
schools,  and  that  secondary  schools  should  be 
organized  so  that  the  interests  and  needs  of 
children  from  the  elementary  schools  might  be 
duly  safeguarded  and  fully  supplied." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Freeman's  Jour- 
nal Company,  held  in  the  Antient  Concert- 
rooms,  Dublin,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  March, 
was  a  scene  of  bickering  and  strife,  showing 
only  too  clearly  the  state  oMissension  and  divi- 
sion into  which  the  Irish  Party  is  falling.  Irish 
national  efforts  have  always  split  on  the  same 
rock — the  impossibility  of  maintaining  dis- 
cipline and  union  among  their  supporters.  It 
has  been  well  said  that  whatever  measure  of 
autonomy  England  might  grant  to  Ireland,  the 
spirit  of  discord  would  destroy  all  the  ability  of 
the  Irish  to  use  their  power  mischievously. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  from  the  Ameri- 
can side  about  the  so-called  "  aggressive  pro- 
ceedings "  of  Great  Britain  at  Bluefields.  The 
other  side  of  the  story  is  thus  told  in  The  Times : 
Nicaragua  lias  been  guilty  of  an  net  of  aggi  fis- 
sion. She  violently  took  possession  of  the  Mos- 
quito Reservation  on  the  morning;  of  the  12th 
February,  iiivadmg  its  capital,  the  town  of  Blue- 
fields,  with  mi  armed  foiced  of  soldiers  when  all 
its  illliabilailtii  were  fast  asleep,  breaking  open  the 
Government  buildings  and  placing  ihem  under  a 
stiong  guard,  temporarily  arresting  those  who 
might  have  escaped  to  raise    an  alarm,  forcing 


open  the  gaols  and  letting  loose  all  the  pri- 
soners, hoisting  her  flag  on  the  Mosquito 
flagstaff,  and  declai  ing  the  natives  Nicaragua!) 
citizens.  By  these  measures  the  Nicaraguans 
have  deprived  the  chief,  Robeil  Henry  Clarence, 
of  his  authority  as  President  of  the  Council,  dis- 
missed the  membeis  of  that  body,  removed  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  magistrates, 
and  eveiy  Government  official  in  the  seivice  of  his 
Excellency  the  Chief.  They  have  also  a  p  pi  o  pi  i  a  ted 
moneys,  and  roughly  handled  a  Biitish  subject, 
the  Custom-house  collector,  to  obtain  the  keys  of 
the  safe.  Up  to  the  present  date  we  have  been 
under  martial  law,  which  was  proclaimed  on  the 
I2th  111st. 

In  this  way  Nicaragua  has  used  force  and  in- 
timidation to  deprive  the  Mosquitos  of  their 
lighls.  She  has  also  offered  bribes  to  many 
influential  persons  to  agree  and  consent  to  ihis 
when  the  final  settlement  comes.  The  natives  are 
opposed  to  any  closer  relation  with  Nicaragua, 
will)  whom  they  have  no  sympathy,  their  cus- 
toms, manneis,  and  character  being  so  much 
at  variance.  The  Mosquitos  have  ajjieat  liking 
for  England;  they  were  happy  and  contented 
while  under  her  piotectorate  from  the  latter  pai  I 
of  the  1 7 tli  century  to  i860,  and  a  pang  went 
through  the  whole  of  the  tribes  when  the  best 
pail  of  their  tertitory  was  handed  over  to 
Honduras  and  Nicaiagua.  However,  they  were 
pacified  by  having  a  poition  set  apait  for  their 
use,  and  at  being  free  to  govern  themselves  with- 
out any  interference  from  the  supreme  Govern- 
ment ;  and  they  implicitly  believed  that  England 
would  see  that  all  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty 
of  Managua  made  between  her  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  Republic  of  Nicaiagua  in  i860  were 
canied  out.  So  far  they  have  done  their  best  to 
comply  with  ail  the  stipulations  of  this  tieaty,  and 
have  respected  the  rights  of  the  Soveieign  Power. 
They  have  borne  patiently  the  enci  oachments  and 
oppiession  of  Nicaragua  for  many  year  past,  pro- 
testing and  reporting  to  the  Foreign  Office  fiom 
time  to  time  as  they  occurred  ;  but,  for  some  reason 
or  other,  no  satisfaction  was  ever  obtained.  For  the 
last  ten  years  the  commercial  development  of  this 
country  has  made  rapid  strides.  Foreign  capi- 
talists, especially  American,  have  established  the 
banana  trade,  which  is  now,  very  extensive  ;  other 
investments  have  also  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  natural  products  of  the  country  accoid- 
ing  to  the  laws  of  the  Mosquito  Government  ;  and, 
if  this  radical  and  sudden  change  is  to  have  effect, 
cencessions,  grants,  leases  of  lauds,  and  Govern- 
ment obligations  will  have  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration and  regulated  accordingly,  all  having 
been  done  upon  the  strength  of  the  treaty. 


AMERICAN  NEWS. 

 ♦  

It  has  been  proved  definitely  that  one  of  the  ' 
jurors  empanelled  to  try  McKane  in  connection 
with  the  Gravesend  election  scandals  was  bribed 
heavily  by  McKane's  agents.  The  discovery 
of  the  fact  was  quite  dramatic.  It  reads  like  a 
story  in  a  novel.  The  jurors  during  the  course 
of  the  trial  were  lodged  at  the  St.  George  Hotel, 
and  one  of  them,  undressing  one  night  for  bed, 
dropped  a  large  roll  of  notes  out  of  his  pocket. 
Thereupon  his  eleven  associates  put  their  heads 
together  and  observing  that  this  man  was  bent 
upon  acquitting  McKane,  they  roundly  accused 
him  in  Court  of  having  accepted  a  bribe.  The 
result  was  that  in  a  thorough  fright  he  confessed. 
Considering  the  practices  said  to  have  been 
indulged  in  under  McKane's  direction  last  sum- 
mer in  Coney  Island,  the  mere  bribing  of  a  juror 
seems  a  petty  offence. 

The  strike  of  the  coke  workers  in  the  Con- 
nellsville  district  culminated  in  scenes  of  vio- 
lence and  bloodshed.  The  district  has  an 
unhappy  reputation.  Three  years  ago  it  was 
similarly  disturbed  by  a  strike  on  even  a  larger 
scale,  no  less  than  18,600  men  having  been 
then  out  of  work.  The  strikers,  who  on  that 
occasion  as  well  as  on  the  present  consisted 
for  the  most  part  of  Hungarians,  made  an  or- 
ganized attack  upon  the  Morewood  Works  of 
the  Frick  Company  but  were  repulsed  with  the 
loss  of  ten  Hungarians  killed  and  fifty  wounded. 
The  present  strike  has  been  partial.  Out  of 
17,521  coke  ovens  in  the  region,  1 1,374  remain- 
ed in  operation,  and  7,000  men  went  on  strike 
while  9,000  remained  at  work.  The  origin  of  the 
trouble  is  to  be  sought  in  the  same  cause  that 
is  bringing  distress  to  the  whole  civilized  world 
— the  general  fall  of  prices  owing  to  gold  ap- 
preciation.   After  the  1891  strike  it  was  agreed 
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that  the  workmen  should  receive  one  dollar  for 
every  hundred  pounds  of  coke  produced,  this 
scale  being  based  on  a  selling  price  of  St. 75. 
But  since  then  the  selling  price  of  coke  lias 
fallen  steadily,  and  the  operators  have  been 
obliged  to  cut  down  the  workmen's  dollar  to  90 
cents,  then  to  85  cents,  then  to  75  cents,  and 
finally  to  70  cents.  Thereupon  the  crisis  came 
and  another  tragedy  has  to  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  demonetization  of  silver.  The 
strike  culminated  in  bloodshed  on  April  41b. 
One  of  the  Carnegie  officials  passing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  gang  of  strikers  was  recognized, 
hunted,  shot,  or  clubbed  to  death.  This  event 
did  not  find  the  operators  unprepared.  They 
had  armed  some  five  hundred  deputies  with 
Remington  rifles  and  some  of  these  deputies 
speedily  avenged  the  brutal  murder  by  shooting 
four  of  the  Hungarians  who  had  been  engaged 
in  it  and  wounding  a  number  of  others.  The 
trouble  seems  to  be  now  practically  at  an  end. 

A  most  extraordinary  course  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  Coroner  Fitzpatrick  in  New  York.  On 
the  17th  of  March  a  girl  named  Martha  )  .  Fuller 
of  considerable  personal  attractions  and  un- 
blemished reputation  was  found  lying  dead  in 
the  office  where  she  had  served  as  a  type-writer. 
Death  had  been  caused  by  a  pistol  bullet 
passing  through  her  head.  The  affair  was 
shrouded  in  mystery.  At  first  it  seemed  that  the 
girl  had  shot  herself,  although  no  conceivable 
motive  could  be  assigned  for  such  an  act.  By 
and  by,  however,  close  scrutiny  showed  that  the 
pistol  could  not  have  been  fired  by  the  woman 
herself  and  suspicion  then  began  to  be  directed 
towards  Joseph  T.  Magee,  a  fellow-clerk  of 
Miss  Fuller's  with  whom  her  relations  had  not 
been  as  close  as  Magee  desired.  The  man 
was  taken  into  custody  and  from  that  time  until 
the  4th  of  April  he  was  detained  in  prison 
while  the  police  collected  evidence.  This 
evidence  amounted  practically  to  nothing,  but 
such  as  it  was,  it  was  submitted  to  a  coroner's 
jury  who,  after  fifty-five  minutes'  deliberation, 
found  that  they  were  unable  to  determine 
who  fired  the  shot  that  killed  Miss  Fuller 
The  coroner,  however,  seems  to  have  made  up 
his  mind  that  Magee  was  guilty.  He  forthwith 
remanded  him  for  the  Grand  Jury,  and  stran- 
ger still  used  in  the  document  consigning  him 
to  the  Tombs,  the  following  language  : — "We 
command  you  to  convey  to  the  City  Prison 
the  body  of  Joseph  T.  Magee,  who  stands 
charged  before  me  on  the  finding  of  a  Coroner's 
jury  with  having  caused  the  death  of  Martha 
T.  Fuller."  This  singular  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Coroner  has  naturally  caused  much  astonish- 
ment. The  whole  affair  is  evidently  destined 
to  form  another  item  on  the  record  of  sensa- 
tional crimes. 

There  are  strong  indications  that  the  popu- 
larity of  the  Democratic  Party  is  declining  in 
the  States.  The  Party  has  sustained  reverses 
from  Rhode  Island  to  New  Mexico  and  Utah. 
The  causes  assigned  are  that  the  Democrats  have 
failed  to  carry  out  their  pledge  of  a  constitu- 
tional tariff,  and  that  they  have  attempted  to 
introduce  an  income  tax.  It  appears  to  be  felt 
that  having  come  into  office  under  the  pretence 
of  radically  changing  the  protective  system,  the 
Democrats  have  merely  pared  and  pruned  the 
old  tariff  and  supplemented  it  by  an  obnoxious 
addition.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  too,  that 
the  foreign  policy  of  the  Cleveland  Admini- 
stration is  not  popular.  Theoretically  the  Ame- 
ricans may  be  the  least  aggressive  people 
imaginable,  but  when  a  practical  opportunity 
of  aggrandisement  offers,  the  old  Anglo-Saxon 
spirit  flames  out  with  irrepressible  force. 

Two  tramps  met  with  a  horrible  death  on 
the  3rd  of  April.  They  crept  into  a  lime- 
kiln in  West  Fifty-Fifth  Street,  New  York, 
to  sleep  by  the  warmth  of  the  smouldering  fires! 
were  suffocated  by  the  poisonous  gas  and  were 
burned  to  death,  one  of  them  beyond  identifica- 
tion. The  latter  is  supposed  to  have  been  a 
man  who  had  already  been  rescued  four  limes 
from  imminent  peril  of  death  from  the  same 
cause  in  the  same  place. 

The  eighth  game  and  the  last  of  the  New  York 
series  in  the  Championship  Chess  Match  shows 
that  the  rivals  have  begun  to  be  weary  of  testing 


each  other's  theories  about  a  particular  debut 
on  an  occasion  of  such  a  momentous  character. 
Steinitz  had  the  move,  and  in  answer  to  his 
Royal  opening,  Laslcer  played  the  French  de- 
fence (P.K.  3),  thus  falling  back  upon  the 
tactics  generally  adopted  since  the  London 
Tourney  of  1855  in  great  matches.  The  game 
ran  to  77  moves,  when  Steinitz  resigned.  The 
seventh  game  had  been  a  Ruy  Lopez  defended 
by  Steinitz  in  his  special  style  (3 — P.Q.  3).  It 
is  said  by  experts  that  Steinitz  had  a  winning 
position  until  the  41st  move  when  he  made  a 
blunder.    The  record  thus  far  stands: — 


Opening  by  Opening.         No.  moves.        Won  by 

I ...  Laskei  Ruy  Lopez  60  Laslcer,. 

2. ..Steinitz  Ruy  Lopez  42  Steinitz. 

3...Lasker  Ruy  Lopez  52  Lasker. 

4.. .Steinitz  Giuoco  Piano  60  Steinitz. 

5... Lasker  Ruy  Lopez  50  Draw. 

6. ..Steinitz  Giuoco  Piano  61  Diaw. 

7...  Lasker  Ruy  Lopez  46  Lasker. 

8. ..Steinitz  Fiencli  Defence  76  I  .askei . 

After  a  week's  interval  the  match  was  resumed 
on  April  21st  in  Philadelphia.  Although  the 
score  shows  Steinitz  in  a  minority  6f  two  games, 
his  friends  have  not  lost  heart,  being  persuaded 
that  he  will  yet  be  true  to  his  record  and  come 
out  much  better  in  the  next  series  of  the  match. 
Lasker  has  added  to  his  already  earned  reputa- 
tion as  an  end-game  expert. 

The  manifest  impracticality  of  the  lines  upon 
which  female  education  has  entered  in  the  West 
was  illustrated  at  the  Commencement  Exercises 
in  the  University  of  New  York  on  April  5th. 
Twenty-nine  young  ladies  graduated  in  law,  and 
received  the  Chancellor's  certificate.  Not  one 
of  these  fair  students  has  any  intention  of  taking 
up  the  practice  of  law,  but  they  apparently  hold 
the  doctrine  ennuciated  by  Mr.  Leonard  Weber, 
President  of  the  Women's  Legal  Education 
Society,  that  man's  original  sin  was  withholding 
education  from  women,  and  that  all  steps,  how- 
ever extravagant,  must  be  at  once  taken  to 
redress  the  wrong.  So  future  wives  and  mothers 
devote  themselves  to  attending  full  courses  of 
lectures  upon  a  subject  that  can  never,  in  the 
natural  course  of  events,  be  of  theslightest  service 
to  them.  But  these  considerations  do  not  weigh 
with  ladies  pledged  to  the  modern  movement. 
They  talk  of  establishing  "  legal  dispensaries 
where  women  can  be  helped  to  recover  their 
rights,  just  as  in  medical  dispensaries  they  are 
helped  to  recover  their  health,  and,  in  religious, 
to  save  their  souls.  Among  the  rights  to  be 
recovered  are  the  abolition  of  the  word  "  obey  " 
from  the  marriage  service  ;  the  reform  of  the 
abuse  that  deprives  a  woman  of  her  own  sur- 
name in  marriage ;  and  the  correction  of  the 
false  custom  that  distinguishes  between  the 
titles  of  married  and  unmarried  females,  but 
makes  no  such  distinction  in  the  case  of  men. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Frances  Coster,  who  died  on 
April  1st  in  New  York,  left  a  will  directing  that 
her  entire  fortune  of  $1,000,000  (gold)  should 
be  devoted  to  building  a  mausoleum  in  Wood- 
lawn  Cemetery.  It  appears  that  this  strange 
will  grew  out  of  an  agreement  made  years  ago 
between  Mrs.  Coster,  her  husband,  and  her 
mother.  Each  was  to  devise  his  or  her  estate 
to  the  others,  on  condition  that  the  survivor 
should  devote  the  whole  property  to  the  erection 
of  a  tomb.  Mrs.  Coster  survived,  and  carried 
out  the  agreement.  Probably  her  testament  will 
be  disputed.  If  not  upset,  it  will  give  to 
America  the  most  expensive  mausoleum  ever 
erected.* 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  coin- 
missioned  Mr.  St.  Gaudens  to  design  a  medal 
for  the  Chicago  World's  Fair  awards.  The 
artist  planned  a  medal,  on  one  side  of  which'  he 
placed  a  nude  male  figure.  Grave  folks  are 
said  to  be  disgusted.  It  is  certainly  time 
that  public  taste  should  revert  to  wholesome 
channels,  and  rebel  against  the  monstrous  doc- 
trine that  all  beauty  must  be  shown  in  the  nude. 

The  New  York  Herald  oi  A.pril  7th  writes  : — 

Tile  Japanese  Government  is  actively  carrying 
out  its  colonization  schemes  in  the  Far  East.  A 
Commercial  Cable  despatch  from  Bangkok  says 
that  negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the  Siamese 
Government  for  the  establishment  of  large  planta- 
tions by  Japanese  immigrants  at  Koiat  in  the 
Land  of  the  White  Elephant.     Similar  negotia- 


tions Willi  the  authoiilies  of  tltfl  Malay  peninsula 
have  be«n  sin  cmifl illy  Concluded.  Tile  Japanese 
goyailimeill  is  alio  seeking  In  tnlci  into  a  li.-aty 
of  rommeice  with  Siam.     All  this  indicates  that 

Japan  is  endeavouring  to  secme  »  piedomtnatit 
position  among  hei  neighbours  In  the  East. 
The  Commercial  Cable  despatch  referred  to  in 
the  above  runs  as  follows: — 

Bangkok;  Apiil  6th,  1894. — A  Japanese  official 
is, here  negotiating  with  the  Siamese  authorities 
for  permission  to  siait  laige  plantations  at  Koiat 
with  a  thousand  Japanese  immigrants.  Similar 
negotiations  have  been  successfully  completed 
with  the  authorities  of  the  Malay  Peninsulai. 

The  Japanese  official  now  here  is  also  conduct- 
ing negotiations  with  a  view  to  the  conclusion  of 
a  commercial  treaty  between  Japan  and  Siam. 

The  Siamese  Ministry  has  been  reappointed 
without  change.  Prince  Devawougse  remains  in 
charge  of  foieign  affairs. 

The  Grand  American  Handicap  at  Dexter 
Park— which,  we  should,  perhaps,  add,  is  a 
pigeon-shooting  tourney— on  April  6th,  was  won 
by  Mr.  P.  W.  Morfey,  the  second  prize  being 
taken  by  Captain  Money.  Both  the  men  are 
English  by  birth.  Both  killed  the  first  25  birds 
without  a  miss.  In  shooting  off  the  tie,  each 
killed  8  out  of  10.  It  was  then  decided  to  have 
a  "  miss  and  out  issue."  Morfey  killed  his  2 
birds  and  Captain  Money  missed  his  second. 
Thus  Morfey  brought  down  35  birds  out  of  37 
and  Money  34. 

The  Ferris  Wheel  is  to  be  carried  from 
Chicago  and  set  up  in  or  near  Broadway,  New 
York.    This  is  what  the  great  wheel  is  : — 

The  Ferris  wheel  is  264  feet  in  height  and  254 
feet  in  diameter.  Each  of  the  thirty-six  passenger 
cars  m  larger  than  a  railroad  coach.  When  the 
wheel  is  "filled"  with  passengers  2, 160  pet  sons 
ate  "on  boai  d,"  and  are  caried  up  and  down  like 
birds  in  a  nest. 

The  wheel  is  built  entirely  of  steel,  and  looks 
much  like  an  immense  bicycle  wheel  revolving 
between  two  huge  towers.  It  is  leally  a  double 
wheel  placed  on  an  axle  and  twenty-eight  and  a 
half  feet  apart,  but  held  together  by  struts  and 
ties.  The  cars  are  built  of  wood  and  steel,  and 
are  upholstered  and  ailistically  finished.  Each 
weighs  nineteen  tons. 

Three  thousand  incandescent  lights  of  various 
colours  are  arranged  in  groups  around  the  crown  of 
the  wheel.  These  are  extinguished  and  relighted 
at  intervals  as  the  wheel  revolves,  producing  an 
ffect  at  a  distance  similar  to  a  huge  display  of 
fireworks..  Six  months  was  occupied  in  building 
the  wheel.     Its  cost  was  about  $400,000. 

Robert  Alden  Yates,  who,  two  years  ago, 
being  then  only  15  years  of  age,  murdered 
Thomas  Haydon,  clerk  in  a  straw  hat  manu- 
factory, the  motive  of  the  crime  being  robbery, 
was  re-sentenced  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner, New  Jersey,  on  April  7th,  to  be  hung  on 
May  10th.  He  exhibited  the  utmost  coolness 
both  during  and  after  the  deliveryof  the  sentence. 

The  science,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  of 
palmistry  is  in  high  vogue  at  Lakewood,  New 
Jersey,  where  a  certain  Madame  Potter  of  New 
York  is  practising  it  with  increasing  success. 
She  argues  that  no  two  palms  of  different  people 
are  similarly  lined  except  in  so  far  as  the  cha- 
racters of  the  persons  are  similar,  and  she  pro- 
fesses not  only  to  decipher  a  man's  past  history 
by  the  marks  it  has  left  on  his  hand,  but  also 
to  predict  his  future  as  likely  to  be  moulded  by 
himself. 

It  is  probable  that  a  contest  will  be  held  in  New 
York  to  decide  who  is  the  strongest  man  in  the 
world — that  is  to  say,  the  strongest  among  those 
that  publicly  claim  the  distinction.  There  are 
five  :  Louis  Cyr,  and  French  Canadian  ;  Eugene 
Sandow,  a  German  ;  Carl  A.  Sampson,  with 
whose  nationality  we  are  unacquainted,  and 
J.  W.  Kennedy,  an  American.  Cyr  raises  a 
dumbbell  of  260  lbs.  weight  with  one  hand  ; 
Kennedy  lifts  1,205  Ids-  dead  weight  with  his 
hands;  Sampson  raises  4,008  lbs  in  harness, 
and  Sandow  has  muscles  that  stand  out  in 
bunches  and  are  almost  as  hard  as  wood.  It  is 
believed  that  these  men,  in  their  public  perform- 
ances, resort  more  or  less  to  fraud,  and  a  bond 
fide  contest  would  be  interesting.  A  Mr.  R.  K. 
Fox  has  wagered  $  1 ,000  that  Cyr  can  beat  Sandow. 
An  international  tournament  will  be  held  in  New 
York  for  competition  among  all  comers.  "  Pro- 
fessor "  Attila,  a  well  known  athlete,  is  endea- 
vouring to  arrange  it.    He  says  that  the  compe- 
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titors  might  be  Sandow,  Louis  Cyr,  of  Canada; 
Turk,  Peck,  and  Wertessa,  of  Vienna;  George 
Singer,  of  Munich;  Romulus,  of  Italy;  Wah- 
lunger,  of  Sweden  ;  Hercules,  of  England  ; 
Kramer,  of  Holland;  Mertens,  of  Belgium; 
Appolan,  of  France;  Kennedy,  of  America; 
Kohler,  of  New  York  ;  and  Nordstrom,  of 
Brooklyn.  The  scene  of  the  trial  is  to  be  New 
York. 


There  is  a  strong  opinion  in  America  that 
the  armour  plate  frauds  were  more  extensive 
than  originally  supposed  and  that  the  safety  of 
some  of  the  vessels  now  flying  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  may  be  questionable.  It  is  probable 
that  a  thorough  investigation  will  be  held. 

The  New  York  Herald  has  contracted  for 
Zola's  new  novel  "  Lourdes,"  and  commenced 
the  publication  in  its  Sunday  issue,  April  16th. 
The  announcement  will  take  many  persons  by 
surprise.  So  the  Herald  evidently  expects. 
Here  is  what  it  says  about  the  book  :— 

U  is  not  ilie  Zola  of  a  quarter  of  a  centmy  ago 
that  the  Herald's  readers  will  find,  nor  yet^exactly 
the  Zola  of  the  long  "  Rougon-Macqiiart  "  series, 
which  traces  the  descent  of  persons  and  families 
that  sprang  from  the  deterioration  of  the  Second 
iimpire.  And  yet  it  will  be  the  continuation,  if 
not  tlie  completion,  of  that  remarkable  series, 
depicting  the  fearful  army  of  diseased  and  bruta- 
lized humanity  left  full  of  remorse  and  bearing 
the  germs  of  death,  chanting  pious  litanies,  hoping 
against  hope  for  miraculous  cure,  as  they  join  the 
masses  of  earnest  pilgrims  ever  wending  their 
way,  filled  with  faith,  toward  Lourdes. 

An  attempt  to  "holdup"  the  Rock  Island 
train  four  miles  beyond  Pond  Creek  in  the 
Oklahoma  Territory  on  April  9th  was  defeated 
by  Harmon,  the  Wells,  Fargo  express  messenger. 
Four  or  five  bandits  boarded  the  train,  but  the 
express  messenger  had  time  to  fasten  the  door 
of  the  express  car.  The  bandits  blew  out  the 
end  of  the  car  with  dynamite,  but  the  first  to 
enter  was  shot  dead  by  Harmon,  and  the  others 
retreated  hastily,  not,  however,  before  Harmon, 
assisted  by  other  trainmen,  had  captured  one 
of  them. 

A  violent  gale  blew  two  schooners  ashore  on 
the  Jersey  sands  off  Squan  and  Highland  Beach 
on  April  nth.  Their  entire  crews,  numbering 
16  in  all,  were  lost,  under  the  eyes  of  men  try- 
ing to  succour  them  with  rockets  and  other 
appliances. 

New  York  was  visited  by  a  cyclone,  accom- 
panied by  sleet,  snow,  and  rain,  on  the  nth  of 
April.  No  lives  were  lost,  but  much  damage 
was  done  in  the  suburbs. 

Mr.  Howard  Gould,  the  millionaire,  whose 
engagement  10  Miss  Odette  Tyler,  an  actress, 
was  recently  announced,  has  broken  off  the 
match  at  the  instigation  of  his  family.  It  is 
alleged  by  some,  however,  that  Miss  Tyler 
herself  put  an  end  to  the  affair,  being  offended 
because  the  Gould  family  employed  a  detective 
to  look  into  her  family  history. 

David  Dudley  Field,  the  eminent  barrister, 
died  on  the  morning  of  April  14th  of  pneu- 
monia, in  the  house  of  his  daughtrs-in-law,  22 
Gramercy  Park,  New  York.  He  was  one  of 
four  brothers,  all  celebrated— Stephen,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court,  Cyrus,  the  founder 
of  the  Atlantic  cable  system,  Henry  the  scholar 
and  divine,  and  David,  the  lawyer.  Mr.  Field 
was  in  his  ninety-first  year. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Rumble  of  San  Francisco  claims 
to  have  nearly  completed  a  new  invention  called 
the  "  Phonantograph."  It  is  a  machine  com- 
bining stenography  and  type-writing.  A  letter 
dictated  into  one  end  of  the  machine  comes  out 
at  the  other  ready  for  mailing.  Other  wonder- 
ful capacities  are  attributed  to  the  phonanto- 
graph, but  the  thing  has  not  yet  emerged  from 
newspaper  columns. 

The  great  Breckinridge-Pollard  case  has  been 
brought  to  an  end.  On  April  14th  the  Jury 
gave  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  Miss 
Pollard,  with  $15,000  damages.  The  last  days 
of  the  trial  were  devoted  to  the  delivery  of 
speeches  by  counsel  on  each  side.  They  were 
doubtless  great  forensic  efforts,  but  the  main 
object  kept  in  view  by  the  speakers  was  to  em- 
ploy every  art  of  oratory,  rhetoric,  and  dramatic 
sophistry  for  the  purpose  of  proving,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  Colonel  Breckenridge  was  a  faithless 


roue;  on  the  other,  that  Miss  Pollard,  from  the 
age  of  15,  was  a  girl  lost  to  all  consciousness  of 
moral  restraint  and  governed  simply  by  the  de- 
sire of  winning  money  and  position.  Colonel 
Breckenridge  has  stated  his  resolve  to  employ 
every  possible  legal  means  of  reversing  the  ver- 
dict. On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  when  the 
trial  closed,  he  drove  out  with  his  wife  in  a 
carriage  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  in  order  to 
prove  to  the  public  that  his  family  relations 
were  not  altered.  It  is  said  that,  financially, 
Miss  Pollard  will  make  nothing  by  the  verdict, 
Colonel  Breckenridge  being  a  man  without  pro- 
perty who  has  always  lived  up  to  his  means. 
His  wife  has  money,  but  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  her  volunteering  to  pay  such  a  claim. 

Santa  Cruz  suffered  from  a  serious  conflagra- 
tion on  the  night  of  April  14th.  An  incendiary, 
knowing — as  it  is  supposed — that  an  accident 
had  temporarily  crippled  the  water  system,  set 
fire  to  a  house,  and  during  the  interval  of  2  hours 
pending  repair  of  the  water  works,  the  flames 
gained  such  head  that  a  whole  block  of  fine 
new  buildings  was  destroyed  in  the  centre  of  the 
city.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $350,000,  and 
the  insurance  was  little  over  $100,000.  Most 
of  the  houses  burned,  however,  were  owned  by 
wealthy  people. 

A  great  strike  has  taken  place  among  the 
operatives  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway.  Fif- 
teen hundred  miles  of  the  railway  were  tied  up 
at  an  early  date,  and  the  strike  spread  so  that, 
at  the  time  (April  19th)  of  our  latest  advices, 
more  than  four  thousand  miles  of  track  were 
involved.  There  appears  to  be  a  genera 
opinion  that  the  strikers  have  legitimate  griev 
ances,  and  that  the  only  way  to  put  a  final  end 
to  such  troubles  is  to  establish  Governmental 
control  of  the  great  lines  of  railroad  in  the 
United  States. 

In  connection  with  the  projected  visit  of  Sett 
manu  Tafa,  a  Samoan  Chief,  to  America,  an 
incident  not  previously  published,  so  far  as  we 
remember,  is  related  : — 


ists  are  making  a  very  determined  effort  to 
prevent  the  natives  from  registering  as  a  token 
of  submission  to  the  new  constitution.  When 
the  last  advices  were  received  from  Honolulu 
fifteen  days  of  the  period  for  registration  still 
remained,  and  it  was  hoped  by  President  Dole 
and  his  friends  that  a  large  number  would  take 
the  oath  and  place  their  names  on  the  lists  dur- 
ing that  interval. 


THE  GRAND  NATIONAL  STEEPLE- 
CHASE. 


The  chief  was  the  man  who  worked  so  nobly 
and  heroically  during  the  big  storm  in  Apia  har- 
bour when  the  Trenton  and  Vandalia  were 
wrecked.  The  vessels  were  being  torn  by  the 
waves  and  the  angry  seas  were  running  high. 
The  sailors  who  were  not  washed  ovei  board 
jumped  for  their  lives.  On  shore  weie  gathered 
thousands  watching  the  work  of  destruction  and 
death,  and  all  seemed  powerless  to  aid  the  seamen. 

Suddenly  the  great  chief  addressed  a  crowd  of 
his  followers  and  then  plunged  into  the  seething 
waters.  Native  after  native  followed  him,  and  on 
and  on  he  swam  till  he  reached  the  Trenton.  A 
native  grasped  him  around  the  body,  and  he  in 
turn  was  grasped  by  another,  until  a  human  bridge 
was  formed  from  the  ship  to  the  shore.  Sailor 
after  sailor  was  passed  along  that  bridge  and  many 
lives  were  saved.  Seumanu  Tafa  clung  to  his 
mooiings  with  indomitable  courage  until  every 
castaway  was  landed.  Then  the  natives  followed 
him  to  the  shore. 

The  United  States  Government  rewarded  the 
gallant  action  of  the  Samoan  chief  by  presenting 
him  with  a  medal  and  a  whaleboat. 


Long  accounts  are  contained  in  the  Ameri 
can  newspapers  of  the  gradual  progress  of  the 
various  sections  of  Coxey's  Commonweal  Army 
toward  Washington.  -The  advance  of  these 
bodies  of  tramps  and  unemployed  was  attended 
with  various  incidents,  but,  on  the  whole,  an 
unexpected  measure  of  discipline  was  observed 
and  the  men  abstained  from  open  violations  of 
the  law  up  to  a  late  period  of  their  "  campaign." 
Ultimately,  however,  they  took  to  forcibly  ap- 
propriating railway  cars,  and  as  recent  telegrams 
tell  us,  frequent  collisions  with  the  police  en- 
sued. On  April  1 8th,  the  Senate  in  Washing- 
ton briefly  debated  the  contingencies  of  the 
Army's  arrival  in  that  city,  and  decided  that  no 
special  precautions  need  be  adopted. 

An  ugly  riot  occurred  at  Detroit  on  April 
1 8th.  The  Water  Board  Authorities  decided 
to  substitute  piece-work  for  day  labour  in  the 
construction  of  a  new  main,  and  100  Poles, 
resenting  the  decision,  made  a  fierce  attack 
upon  the  officers  of  the  Board.  The  latter  had 
to  use  their  revolvers.  Two  Poles  were  killed 
and  many  wounded,  and  Sheriff  Collins  and 
Foreman  Cathey  were  ten  ibly  beaten  with  shovels. 
Reports  from  Hawaii  indicate  that  the  Royal- 


In  to-day's  telegrams  it  will  be  seen  that  Reu- 
ter  wires  the  result  of  the  Chester  Cup,  a  race  of 
small  importance  now  compared  with  what  it  was 
thirty  years  ago,  but  he  neglected  to  send  out  the 
result  of  the  Grand  National,  which  many  horse- 
men regard  as  the  greatest  sporting  event  in  the 
turf  world.    This  year,  in  particular,  the  race 
caused   unusual  excitement.     First,  because 
when  the   weights    appeared    it   was  found 
that   last   year's   winner,  Cloister,  had  been 
given  the  same  impost  |(i2st.  7lb.)  that  he 
carried  to  victory  in  front  of  a  field  of  15, 
winning  by  forty  lengths.    This  was  explain- 
ed by  the  handicapper  as  an  error  in  copy- 
ing out  the  weights,  as  he  had  given  Cloister 
i2st.  I2lb.    It  is  astonishing  that  no  one  in 
Messrs.  Weatherby's  office  regarded  Cloister's 
weight  as  a  possible  error,  and  telegraphed 
enquiry  of  the  handicapper  before  publication 
took  place.    After  publication  nothing  could  be 
done,  and  the  horse  was  backed  for  an  immense 
amount  of  money,  until  a  fortnight  before  the 
race  the  odds  came  down  to  7  to  4,  notwith- 
standing that  a  difficulty  had  arisen  in  regard 
to  Cloister's  "entry,"  which  was  alleged  to  be 
informal.    It  appears  that  Mr.  Duff,  the  owner 
of  Cloister,  owing  to  a  domestic  bereavement, 
and  not  wishing  his  name  to  be  prominent  in 
sporting  matters,  had  recently  entered  several 
horses  under  a  properly  registered  racing  name 
as  "  Mr.  Grant's  (late  Mr.  Duff's)"  so-and-so. 
Now   a   horse   so    entered    must   run  once 
before  the  words  "  (late  Mr.  Duff's)"  can  be 
discarded,   and  Cloister  having  been  entered 
before  the  registration  of   "  Mr.  Grant,"  and 
not  having  run  after,  it  was  held  that  the  entry 
was  improper,  and  that  if  the  horse  won  he 
would  be  disqualified.    This  of  course  caused 
a  meeting  of  the  Stewards,  who  decided  that 
Cloister  was  properly  entered.    But  the  Aintree 
favourite  was  doomed  to  create  more  sensa- 
tion among  turfites,  for  a  few  days  after  he 
dropped  back  in  the  betting  in  one  short  hour 
from  7  to  4  to  6  to  1,  his  owner  at  that  time 
being  as  much  in^the  dark  as  the  public,  cer- 
tainly much  more^so  than  the  bookmakers. 
Mr.  Duff  lost  no  time  in  going  down  to  Aires- 
ford,  where  Cloister  was  stabled,  taking  with 
him  an  eminent  veterinary.   Here  it  was  found 
that  after  doing  a  splendid  gallop   of  four 
miles  and  a  half  at  Sandown,  Cloister  was 
placed  in  a  box  and  sent  back  to  Alresford,  and 
when  taken  out  of  the  box  appeared  to  be  in 
pain,  shortly  after  which  he  broke  out  into  a 
sweat  and  remained  all  night  without  lying 
down.     One  vet.'s  opinion  was  that  the  horse 
had  got  a  chill  on  the  journey,  another's  that 
he   had   over-reached    himself  in  taking  his 
fences  at  Sandown.    However,  the  noble  animal 
had  the  pen  put  through  his  name  for  his  Liver- 
pool engagement  nearly  a  we/:k  before  the  race, 
and  thus  ended  the  chance  of  his  repeating 
The  Colonel's  performance  in   1869  and  the 
following  year.    As  to  the  race,  details  of  which 
came  by  yesterday's  mail,  the  field  of  sixteen  is 
described  as  about  as  poor  a  lot  as  ever  con- 
tested the  event.   Why  Not  and  Nelly  Gray,  each 
at  5  to  1,  started  favourites,  and  the  former  won 
by  a  length  and  a  half  from  Lady  Ellen  II.,  only 
a  neck  separating  second  and  third.  The  winner, 
ridden  by  Arthur  Nightingale,  carried  Int. 
131b.,  and  the  stakes  are  valued  at  ,£2,500,  be- 
sides the  trophy,  which  is  worth  £100.  Why 
Noc  was  known  to  hare  a  great  chance,  especially 
after  the  scratching  of  Cloister,  and  probably 
Captain  Fenwick  and  the  stable  landed  a  large 
stake. 
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DIRECT  TRADE. 
♦ 

IT  was  explained  some  time  ago  in  these 
columns  that  the  Doskin  Kaisha,  one 
of  the  very  few  firms  that  have  continued 
to  carry  on  direct  trade  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, had  fared  so  ill  last  year  that  its 
chances  of  paying  a  dividend  were  very 
small.    At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of 
the  Company  the  details  of  its  difficulties 
were  made  known.    The  natural  conclu- 
sion would  be  that  a  company  engaged  in 
exporting  Japanese  produce  to  America 
ought  to  enjoy  remarkable  prosperity  at 
a  time  like  the  present  when  every  gold 
dollar  obtained  on  the  other  side  means 
two  silver  yen  on  this  side.   But  it  matters 
comparatively  little  what  exchange  may 
be  if  money  to  exchange  is  not  procurable, 
and  the  fact  is  that  owing  to  the  depres- 
sion of  trade  in  America  for  which  the 
currency  question  is  chiefly  responsible, 
the  Doskin  Kaisha 's  usual  customers  either 
fail  to  buy,  or  buying,  fail  to  pay.  More- 
over, the  expenses  of  the  Company's  agents 
in  the  States  have  increased  perceptibly 
when  translated  into  silver,  and  thus,  finally, 
instead  of  benefiting  by  a  state  of  affairs 
that  ought  to  be  highly  beneficial  to  all 
exporters,  the  Company  made  a  loss  of 
30,000  yen  in  the  second  half  of  last  year. 
Fortunately  it  holds  a  sum  of  18,000 yen 
set  aside  for  equalizing  dividends,  and 
moreover  the  capital  of  the  branch  office 
in  New  York,  namely,  $60,000  (gold),  has 
appreciated  to  nearly  double  that  amount 
in  silver.    Thus  the  Company's  books  do 
not  make  a  bad  showing  by  any  means,  and 
in  view  of  them  some  of  the  shareholders 
were  disposed  to  insist  on  the  payment 
of  a  dividend.   But  happily  wiser  counsels 
prevailed.     The  Company  has  made  -a 
change,  we  observe,  in  its  system  of  con- 
ducting business  in  New  York.  Hitherto 
it  has  paid  its  agents  a  commission  ir- 
respective of  the  results  of  their  trans- 
actions, but  henceforth   they   are  to  be 
placed  on  fixed  salaries.    If  the  change 
were  made  in  the  direction  of  a  coopera- 
tive system  we  should  have  more  faith  in 
its  usefulness. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  on  the  whole 
the  success  hitherto  achieved  by  the  Japan- 
ese in  their  attempts  to  rule  the  foreign 
local  merchant  out  of  commercial  tran- 
sactions with  the  West  has  not  been 
encouraging.  The  most  formidable  essay 
of  the  kind,  however,  is  also  the  most 
recent.  We  refer  to  the  establishment  of 
the  importing  firm,  Messrs.  Ol<URA  and 
Company,  in  Kobe.  It  is  evident  that  a 
Japanese  firm  possesses  many  advantages 
in  transacting  import  business  with  its 
own  nationals.  It  knows  exactly  the  men 
whose  orders  may  be  accepted  with  con- 
fidence, and  it  must  have  closer  touch  with 
the  needs  of  the  home  markets  than  is 
possible  to  a  foreign  merchant.  Probably 
for  this  reason  the  transactions  conducted 
by  Messrs.  OKURA  and  Company  in  Kobe 
have  already  attained  large  dimensions, 


and  must  have  the  effect  of  diverting  from 
foreign    houses  a   considerable    part  of 
the   business  hitherto  enjoyed  by  them. 
Incursions  into  the  field  of  direct  foreign 
trade  by  Japanese  merchants  with  little 
capital  and  less  experience  are  not  much 
to  be  feared.    But  the  case  is  different 
when  people  commanding  such  resources 
and  such  competent  assistance  as  Messrs. 
OKURA  and  Company  command  become 
the  foreigners'  competitors.    One  imme- 
diate result  of  the  new  competition  is 
that    the    monopoly    of   importing  rails 
for  the   Kiushu  roads    hitherto  enjoyed 
by  German   merchants  has  been  rudely 
disturbed,  a  large  order  in  that  line  having 
recently  been  secured  by  Messrs.  OKURA 
and  Company.    Nevertheless,  strange  as 
the  belief  may  seem,  we  are  convinced  that 
a  foreign  firm  in  Japan  can  carry  on  its 
business  more  cheaply  than  a  Japanese 
firm.    It  has  always  been  contended  that 
though  the  country  were  thrown  open, 
foreign  merchants  could  not  attempt  to 
open    business  in   the   interior,  to  such 
peculation  and  chicanery  would  they  be 
exposed.     But  the  experienced  foreign 
merchant  knows  better  than   that.  He 
knows  that  there  enter  into  business  con- 
ducted by  the  Japanese  themselves  ele- 
ments of  sentiment,  defects  of  organization, 
and  indifference  to  details  which  in  the 
aggregate    greatly    hamper  commercial 
success,  and  which,  being  for  the  most 
part  absent  from  transactions  conducted 
by  the  foreigner,  represent  a  distinct  ad 
vantage  on  his  side.    For  the  rest,  it  is 
certainly  curious  that  this  time  of  markedly 
unfavourable  exchange  should  have  been 
chosen  by  a  Japanese  firm  to  enter  the 
import  trade.    But  we  observe  that  most 
of  Messrs.  Okura  and  Company's  con 
tracts  are  on  a  sterling  basis,  so  that  the 
risk  of  a  fluctuating  medium  falls  entirely 
on  the  person  giving  the  order. 


THE  FOREIGN  POLICY  STAL  WAR1S. 


/"~pHE  futility  of  the  movement  for  the 
J-  adoption  of  what  is  called  a  strong  fo- 
reign policy  was  displayed  in  the  result 
of  an  attempted  demonstration  yesterday 
at  the  Nakamura-ro,  Tokyo.  The  pro- 
moters of  this  movement  call  themselves 
the  Taigwai  Koha,  or  Foreign  Policy  Stal- 
warts, but  they  have  not  as  yet  succeeded 
in  conveying  to  the  public  a  very  cleat- 
idea  of  their  programme,  nor  is  it  by  any 
means  certain  that  they  possess  a  very 
clear  idea  themselves.  Probably  the  only 
correct  description  applicable  to  them  is 
that  they  are  the  Government's  opponents, 
and  that  they  deem  it  a  shrewd  political 
card  to  try  and  persuade  the  nation  that, 
in  some  vague,  indescribable  manner,  its 
prestige  would  fare  better  in  their  hands 
than  it  could  possibly  fare  in  the  hands  of 
the  present  Cabinet.  They  profess  to  be 
discontented  about  the  country's  attitude 
toward  Korea,  about  its  attitude  toward 


China,  and  about  its  altitude  toward  foreign 
Powers  generally,  but  how  they  would 
proceed  to  alter  that   attitude  were  the 
task  entrusted  to  them,  it  has  been  their 
persistent  care  to  avoid  explaining.  The 
scheme  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  was 
the  nearest  approach  they  succeeded  in 
making  to  a  definition  ol  purpose,  but  when 
they  found  themselves  face  to  face  with 
the  electors,  they  discovered  that  to  secure 
even  their  old  supporters'  suffrages  it  was 
necessary  to  modify  the  scheme  of  Strict 
Enforcement  to  the  extent  of  eliminating 
nearly  all  its  elements  of  strictness.  Still, 
professions  of  patriotism  need  never  be 
couched  in  very  explicit  terms,  and  the 
nebulous    prospect    of    vindicating  the 
empire's  dignity  by  some  mysterious  exer- 
cise of  self-assertion  has  doubtless  proved 
an  effective  means  of  holding  together 
the  heterogeneous  elements  of  the  Oppo- 
sition.   To  emphasise  that  attractive  pur- 
pose it  was  recently  proposed  to  organise 
a  public  demonstration  in  Tokyo.  Our 
Western  notion  of  a  public  demonstration 
is  a  mass  meeting  brought  together  in 
pursuance  of  an  explicit  aim  and  held  to- 
gether by  vehement  and  more  or  less  elo- 
quent enunciations  of  that  aim.    But  such 
a  plan  of  procedure  presupposes  unity  of 
idea  on  the  part  of  the  persons  attending 
the  meeting  as  well  as  of  the  persons  or- 
ganizing it,  whereas  unity  of  idea  is  the 
very  last  thing  that  the  Opposition  in 
Japan  can  now  simulate.    They  have  in- 
deed one  common   purpose,  namely,  to 
overthrow  the  Government,  but  they  can 
not  agree  even  as  to  their  reasons  for  seek- 
ing to  overthrow  it,  still  less  as  to  the  pro- 
grammethey  would  themselves  pursue  were 
they  entrusted  with  office.  Hence  they  are 
confronted  by  considerable  difficulties  when 
they  set  about  organizing  a  demonstration. 
It  happens,  however,  that  modern  Japan 
has  evolved  for  herself  a  peculiar  kind  of 
gathering,  called  a  Konshin-kai,  or  friendly 
meeting,  at  which  eating  and  drinking  and 
general  conviviality  constitute  the  chief 
elements  of  the  performance,  and  which 
may  be  invested  with  just  as  much  or  as 
little  political  character  as  the  promoters 
please.     If,  for  example,  a  Konshin-kai  is 
made  the  occasion  for    strong  political 
speeches    and    the    adoption    of  strong 
political  resolutions,  it  assumes  an  unmis- 
takable aspect.     But  when  there  are  no 
speeches  nor  any  formally  proposed  and 
adopted  resolutions,  it  cannot  be  regarded 
as  more  than  a  device  for  bringing  folks 
into  amicable  contact  and  enabling  them 
to  interchange  irresponsible  ideas.    It  was 
with  this  latter  kind  of  invertebrate  affair 
that   the  six  sections  of  the  Opposition 
were  obliged  to  be  content  on  the  8th 
instant.      Their  original  plan  had  been  to 
come  together  at  the  wrestling  matches 
held    every  Spring  in  the  Ekoin,  near 
Ryogoku  Bridge.  That  conception  showed 
some  cleverness,  for  the  wrestling  matches 
always  attract  a  great  audience,  and  since 
no  one  could  have  distinguished  clearly 
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between    persons    drawn    solely  by  the 
wrestling  and  persons  attending  the  poli- 
tical assembly,  such  a  choice  of  occasion 
presented  manifest  advantages.    But  the 
police  did  not  endorse  the  propriety  of 
including  an   involuntary  audience  in  a 
demonstration   of  the  kind,  and  so  the 
promoters  had  to  fall  back  upon  a  Konshin- 
kai  at  the  big  restaurant  called  Nakamura- 
ro.      A  high-sounding  title  was  chosen. 
The  affair  was  "  A  Great  Friendly  Gather- 
ing of  Fellow-thinkers  of  the  Whole  Em- 
pire,"  and  it  was  arranged  that  every 
patriot  attending  should  have  a  thirty-**?;? 
tiffin.    Ample  notice  had  been  given  of 
the  affair,  but  the  promoters  themselves 
evidently  had  little  hope  of  a  gathering  at 
all  commensurate  with  their  brave  title,  for 
they  ordered  only  twelve  hundred  of  the 
thhty-sen  tiffin  boxes  to  be  prepared.  The 
event  justified  their  foresight.    Not  more 
than  a  thousand  persons  attended  in  all, 
and  so  far  from  representing  the  whole 
empire,  they  did  not  include  almost  any 
politicians  who  had  come  to  the  capital  to 
attend  the  meeting.    On  the  contrary,  the 
vast  majority  of  them  were  youths  of  the 
soshi  class  who  followed  their  patrons  to 
the  place,  ready  to  shout  for  or  against 
any  proposition.     What  was  still  more 
significant,  no  speech-making  was  allowed 
The  promoters,  knowing  well  that  so  soon 
as    political  views  began  to  be  clearly 
enunciated,  differences  of  opinion  would 
at  once  manifest  themselves,  interdicted 
speeches.  Viscount  Tani  said  half  a  dozen 
words,  declaring  that  there  would  be  no 
speaking  and  trusting  that  those  present 
would  work  together  for  the  country's 
good,  and  Mr.  SHIGA  read  a  resolution 
announcing  that  the  meeting  considered 
itself  representative  of   one  half  of  the 
nation,  and  that  its  aim  was  to  promote 
a  strong  foreign  policy  and  party  cabinets. 
After  that  brief  interruption  the  audience 
went  on  eating  their  thirty-**??*  tiffins,  and 
presently  dispersed  quietly.  Nothing  could 
have  been  tamer  or  more  jejeune.    As  a 
political  demonstration  the  thing  was  a 
fiasco.     We  shall  doubtless  hear  it  de- 
scribed in  grandiloquent  terms,  but  in  truth 
it  showed  nothing  except  the  insignifi- 
cance and  want  of  cohesion  of  the  Six 
Sections   of   the    Opposition.  Nothing 
could  be  more  inconsistent  or  comical 
than  that  politicians  not  united  enough  to 
trust  themselves  to  speak,  and  unable  to 
muster  more  than  a  thousand  partizans  all 
belonging  to  the  capital,  should  pose  as 
the  exponents  of  a  policy  of  strength,  and  as 
representatives  of  a  moiety  of  the  nation. 


SOME  AGRARIAN  FACTS. 


THREE  official  investigations  have  al- 
ready been  made  with  the  object  of 
determining  the  ratio  existing  between 
the  area  of  lands  cultivated  by  their 
owners  and  the  area  of  those  cultivated 
by  tenant  farmers.  The  question,  apart 
from  its  general  interest,  has  a  special 


bearing  upon  the  land-tax  problem,  for  it 
is  obvious  that  the  persons  chiefly  inter- 
ested in  reduction  of  the  land  tax  and 
re-assessment  of  the  taxable  value  of  land 
are,  not  the  tenants,  whose  rents  would 
remain  practically  unaffected  by  any  such 
lightening  of  imposts,  but  the  proprietors 
out  of  whose    pockets    the    tax  comes 
directly.     The  first  official  inquiry  took 
place  in  1883;  the  next  in  1887,  and  the 
last,  of  which  the  results  are  now  before 
us,  in   1892.     It  appears  that  the  total 
extent  of  the  lands  cultivated  by  their 
owners  is  3,056,030  cho  (7,487.273  acres), 
and  the  extent  of  those  cultivated  by  tenants 
2,094.941  cho  (5,132,605  acres),  the  total 
of  land  under  cultivation  being  5,150,971 
^0(12,619,878  acres).    It  appears,  there 
fore,  that  the  area  of  the  lands  actually  held 
and  farmed  by  their  proprietors  exceeds 
the  area  of  lands  let  to  tenants  by  961,089 
cho  (2,354,668  acres).    But  from  previous 
statistics  we  learn    that    this  difference 
used  to  be  greater.     Thus,  in   1883,  the 
ratio  of  tenant-farming  to  proprietor-farm 
ing  was  36  to  100  ;  in  1887,  it  rose  to  39 
to  100,  and  in  1892  it  became  40  to  100 
There  is,  in  fact,  a  steady  tendency  to  an 
increase  of  tenant  farming.    In  connection 
with  this  the  question  presents  itself  whe 
ther  the    increase  of  tenant   farmers  is 
ascribable  to  an  actual  change  in  the  status 
of  the  agricultural  classes — a  change  by 
which  men  who  were  originally  owners 
have  been  converted  into  tenants — or  to 
the  reclamation  of  new  land  by  capitalists 
and  its  occupation  by  tenants.    The  latter 
conclusion  seems  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
in  presenting  these  statistics.    The  area 
of  land  under  cultivation  in  1892  showed 
an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  the  area  in  1887,  and  the  number  of 
tenant-farmers  increased  by  16  per  cent, 
in  the  same  interval.    But  of  course  a 
general  analysis  of  that  kind  may  be  very 
misleading.    To  arrive  at  a  definite  com 
prehension  of  the  causes  at  work,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  consider  the  state  of  affairs 
in  each  province  and  prefecture — a  task 
not  attempted  in  the  statistics  before  us 
It  is  interesting  to  find  that  the  nature  of 
the  land  perceptibly  influences  the  manner 
of  its  tenure.    Wet  fields,  in  other  words, 
low-lands   where  rice   is  cultivated,  are 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  tenants,  probably 
because  the  severe  labour  involved  in  that 
kind  of  cultivation  is  more  readily  under 
taken  by  the  poorer  class  of  agriculturists 
The  areas  of  low-lands  to  up-lands  through 
out  the  empire,  in  farms  cultivated  by 
their  owners,  are  very  nearly  equal,  the  fi- 
gures being  1,501,892^(3,679,  622  acres) 
of  up-lands,  and  i,554,I38  cho  (3>8l8>°38 
acres)  of  low-lands.    But  in  farms  held  by 
tenants,  the  percentage  of   low-lands  is 
61.5  and  that  of  up-lands  38.5.    The  places 
where  tenant  farming  prevails  most  largely 
are  Osaka,  Shizuoka,   Niigata,  Toyama, 
Tottori,    Shimane,  and   Kagawa,  50  per 
cent,  of  the  lands  being  there  cultivated  by 


tenants  ;  whereas  in  Iwate,  Fukushima, 
Kochi,  Miyazaki,  and  Kagoshima,  70  per 
cent,  of  the  farming  is  done  by  the  pro- 
prietors themselves. 


CONCERNING  THE  HAWAIIAN 
TREA  TV: 


A CORRESPONDENT,  writing  on  the 
subject  of  the  Hawaiian  Treaty,  pro- 
pounds some  interesting  questions,  which 
we  shall  endeavour  to  answer. 

"Was  not  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
with  Hawaii  at  the  present  time  a  hasty 
step?"    This    question   includes  a  mis- 
apprehension, though,  perhaps,  the  form 
of    expression   alone  is    misleading.  A 
treaty    has    not    been    concluded  with 
Hawaii.     What  has    happened    is  very 
different.     Hawaii,  in  order  to  render  her- 
self eligible  for  the  advantages  enjoyed  in 
Japan. by  the  most  favoured  nation,  volun- 
tarily surrendered  a  privilege — Consular 
Jurisdiction — the  possession  of  which  dis- 
qualified her  for  those  advantages,  and 
Japan    recognised    the    act  by  placing 
Hawaii  on  the  footing  of  the  most-favoured 
nation,  namely,  Mexico.    There  has  been 
no  formal  exchange  of  privilege  against 
concession.    Each  Power's  procedure  has 
been  purely  voluntary.    Japanese  subjects 
in  Hawaii  are  guaranteed  most-favoured- 
nation  treatment.     A  similar  guarantee 
could  not  be  given  to  Hawaiian  citizens  in 
Japan  until  their  attitude  toward  the  terri- 
torial law  and  its  administration  became 
the  same  as  is  the  attitute  of  Japanese  sub- 
jects in  Hawaii  toward  Hawaiian  law  and 
its  administration.  Hawaii  chose  to  modify 
her  attitude  in   that   respect,    and  this 
empire  made  a  reciprocal  modification  in 
the  status  of  Hawaiian  citizens  within 
Japan's  borders. 

Our  correspondent's  description  of  what 
has  occurred  is,  however,  only  incidental 
to  his  query  as  to  the  competence  of  the 
Provisional  Government  to  enter  into  any 
international  arrangement  whatever.  With 
regard  to  that,  it  will  probably  suffice  to 
recall  the  well  known  and  generally  re- 
cognised principle  that  a  de-facto  govern- 
ment's acts  are  valid  against  all  the  world 
except  against  the  de-jure  government. 
Japan  had  no  occasion  to  concern  herself 
about  the  Provisional  Government's  com- 
petence. For  the  rest,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  QUEEN'S  Government  had  long 
been  willing  to  take  the  very  step  now 
taken  by  its  successors.  The  foreign 
policy  of  Hawaii  has  been  continuous  in 
this  respect. 

We  come  now  to  the  last  and  most 
interesting  of  our  correspondent's  queries 
— "  In  case  Hawaii  should  be  annexed 
to  the  United  States  on  the  return 
of  the  Republican  Party  to  power,  or 
in  case  the  Islands  should  be  incor- 
porated into  any  other  political  body, 
what  would  probably  become  of  this 
treaty?"  The  answer,  we  think,  is  dictat- 
ed by  a  very  simple  and  fundamental 
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consideration.  All  international  compacts 
are  made  with  due  regard  to  the  actually 
existing  geographical,  ethical,  and  political 
conditions  of  the  high  contracting  parlies. 
If  the  circumstances  of  either  of  two 
treaty  nations  undergo  a  change  materi- 
ally affecting  the  interests  contemplated 
by  the  treaty,  and  not  foreseen  or  provided 
against  when  the  treaty  was  concluded, 
then  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  course  and 
of  plain  propriety,  that  the  treaty  ceases, 
from  the  time  of  such  change,  to  be  bind- 
ing upon  the  other  nation.  Take  an 
object  lesson.  Suppose  that  Japan  were 
to  conclude  with  the  present  United  States 
of  America  a  convention  granting  to 
American  citizens  within  Japanese  ter- 
ritory all  the  privileges  of  trade,  travel, 
and  residence  enjoyed  by  Japanese  sub- 
jects, and  suppose  that,  a  year  after  the 
conclusion  of  such  a  convention  and  while 
it  was  still  in  force,  America  added  China 
to  her  territories,  would  the  whole  Chinese 
nation  become  entitled  to  enjoy  the  pri- 
vileges enumerated  in  the  convention  ? 
Obviously  not.  All  compacts  between 
States  being  necessarily  referable  to  the 
actual  circumstances  of  the  time  when  the 
compact  is  made,  must  cease  to  have  vali- 
dity when,  in  consequence  of  any  material 
alteration  of  those  circumstances,  contin- 
gencies arise  whose  existence  originally 
would  have  modified,  or  perhaps  altogether 
pevented,  the  compact.  Were  Hawaii 
annexed  to  the  United  States  on  the  return 
of  the  Republican  Party  to  power,  the  pri- 
vileges now  granted  to  Hawaii  as  an  in- 
dependent republic  would  certainly  not 
pass  to  the  United  States  because  Hawaii 
had  become  a  portion  of  American  terri- 
tory. 

FOREIGN  ARCHITECTURE  IN 

JAPAN. 
 +  . 

THE  gradual  construction  of  buildings 
in  foreign  style  is  a  circumstance  that 
has  attracted  wonderfully  little  journalistic 
attention  in  Japan.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives is  to  a  great  extent  respon- 
sible for  this.  Its  face  has  been  set  from 
the  beginning  against  all  innovations  that 
cost  money  especially  when  officialdom  is 
connected  with  them,  and  inasmuch  as 
Count  INOUYE  may  be  said  to  have  done 
more  than  all  other  persons  put  together 
to  promote  the  introduction  of  foreign 
architecture  and  to  take  steps  for  convert- 
ing the  capital  from  a  congeries  of  huts  into 
a  collection  of  presentable  edifices,  the  re- 
trogressive Radicals  in  the  Lower  House 
have  always  been  hostile  to  evidences  of 
foreign  architecture.  Happily  these  short- 
sighted politicians  exercise  no  control  over 
the  Tokyo  Municipality,  and  the  latter,  com- 
pelled by  the  calamities  that  devastate  the 
the  city  rather,  perhaps,  than  prompted  by 
any  abstract  notions  of  progress,  have 
taken  a  step  that  will  ultimately  force  the 
citizens  to  recognize  the  incongruity  be- 
tween their  old  buildings  and  their  new 


civilization.  We  allude  to  the  widening 
of  the  streets  that  is  now  taking  place- 
so  rapidly  in  Tokyo.  The  recurrence  of 
conflagrations  suggested  this  step.  Hav- 
ing plenty  of  room  to  work  in,  the  Tokyo 
Authorities  thought  that  the  best  way  of 
checking  fires  would  be  to  widen  the 
intervals  across  which  the  flames  must 
leap,  and  with  that  object  they  elaborated 
a  programme  of  street-widening  that  has 
already  been  carried  out  in  numerous 
instances.  The  device  will  of  course 
serve  the  purpose  contemplated,  but  it 
has  also  produced  an  unforeseen  re- 
sult, namely,  that  of  dwarfing  the  al- 
ready pigmy  dwellings  of  the  citizens, 
so  that  a  visitor  walking  along  these 
pacious  streets  bounded  by  bee-hive-like 
residences  might  imagine  himself  in  a  city 
peopled  by  Liliputian  householders  but  de- 
signed for  Gargantuan  traffic.  A  sense  of 
proportion  has  always  been  counted  among 
the  faculties  with  which  the  Japanese  are 
most  richly  endowed.  We  presume  there- 
fore that  they  will  soon  begin  to  be  shocked 
by  the  contrast  between  these  huge  streets 
and  tiny  houses.  Their  reason  too  will 
doubtless  soon  suggest  that  if  streets 
should  be  widened  in  order  to  impede  the 
progress  of  flames,  buildings  should  be 
solidified  with  the  same  object.  Finally, 
their  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  and  the 
majestic  ought  to  sway  them  in  favour  of 
foreign  architecture  even  though  its  dis- 
plays in  Tokyo  have  not  hitherto  been  of 
the  most  attractive  kind.  In  saying  this 
we  do  not  mean  to  cast  the  shadow  of  a 
reflection  upon  the  ability  of  the  foreign 
architects  that  have  worked  for  Japan,  but 
everybody  knows  that  in  no  single  instance 
has  a  foreign  architect  hithertobeen  allowed 
to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  own  genius,  and 
that  even  the  best  buildings  to  be  seen  in 
Tokyo  represent,  not  the  capacity  of  their 
designers,  but  the  very  straightened  limits 
of  Japanese  resources.  Still,  the  tide  has 
certainly  set  in  the  direction  of  foreign 
architecture,  and  it  is  interesting  tofind  the 
subject  discussed  in  the  leading  columns 
of  the  Mainichi  Shimbun.  That  journal 
accepts  as  an  accomplished  fact  that 
Western  architecture  has  come  to  Japan 
to  stay.  It  notes  that  of  the  many 
foreigners  employed  by  this  Empire  for 
architectural  purposes,  Mr.  Conder  alone 
remains,  though  it  has  not  the  grace  to 
add  such  a  eulogy  of  his  services  as  might 
well  be  introduced  in  this  context.  Its 
tone  is  one  of  triumph,  not  that  foreign 
architecture  has  fallen  into  disfavour,  but 
that  Japanese  architects  have  developed 
sufficient  capacity  to  dispense  with  foreign 
aid.  Three  names  are  singled  out  by  our 
contemporary  as  standing  easily  at  the 
head  of  the  list  of  Japanese  architectural 
experts.  They  are  Professor  TATSUNO 
and  Messrs.  TSUMAKI  RAIKO  and  KATA- 
YAMA  TOYU.  Professor  TATSUNO  built 
the  Engineering  College  in  the  Imperial 
University  and  designed  the  new  Bank  of 
Japan,  now  in  course  of  construction,  while 


Mr.  IvATAYAMA  is  responsible  for  the 
residences  of  Princes  FUSIIIMI  and  ICMIJO. 
Both  these  gentlemen  have  received  the 
title  of  Kogaku  Haka.se.  Mr.  TSUMAKI 
has  not  been  similarly  honoured,  though 
his  works  are  more  numerous — the  Tokyo 
Foundling  Hospital,  the  residence  of  Prince 
Sanjo,  the  new  Tokyo  Municipal  Offices, 
with  their  wonderful  gingerbread  minaret, 
and  a  prison  now  building.  The  same 
authority  says  that  the  first  edifice  in  fo- 
reign style  in  Tokyo  was  the  Tatsunokuch 
Bazaar,  long  ago  reduced  to  ashes,  and  that 
the  next  in  order  were  the  Koishikawa  Ar- 
senal, the  old  Kobu  Daigakko,  the  Imperial 
Printing  Bureau,  the  Museum,  the  Foreign 
Office,  and  the  Privy  Council.  All  these 
were  the  work  of  foreigners,  and  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  edificies  subsequently 
erected  from  Japanese  plans  display  a 
strong  family  likeness  to  their  ancestors. 
We  wonder  how  far  Japan  would  still  be 
from  the  possession  of  competentarchitects 
in  foreign  style,  and  of  buildings  that 
have  already  done  much  to  redeem  the 
capital  from  its  wigwam-like  dinginess, 
had  not  the  liberal  progressiveness  of 
officialdom,  so  much  abused  by  the  people's 
representatives,  supplied  the  initiative  and 
the  incentive. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  

[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 


CONCERNING  THE  HAWAIIAN  TREATY. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  The  Japanese-Hawaiian  tiealy  recently 
announced  gives  rise  to  some  interesting  questions 
in  International  Law,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  liave 
the  opinion  of  the  Editor  of  tlie  Japan  Mail  con- 
cerning them.  Doubtless  oilier  readers  besides 
myself  are  interested  in  the  same  questions. 

(1)  Was  not  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with 
Hawaii  at  the  present  lime  a  hasty  step?  Have 
the  Powers  of  the  world  ever  yet  acknowledged  to 
the  Piovisioual  Government  an  ability  to  make 
treaties?  Such  power  can  only  be  exercised  by 
absolute  sovereignly  and  has  a  government  which 
is  only  provisional  lhal  absolute  soveieignty  ? 

(2)  In  case  Hawaii  should  be  annexed  to  the 
United  Stales  011  the  return  of  the  Republican 
Party  to  power,  or  in  case  the  Islands  should  be 
incorporated  into  any  other  political  body,  what 
would  probably  become  of  this  treaty? 

By  answering  the  above  you  will  greatly  oblige, 

A  Student  of  Internaional  Law. 
Apt  il  25th,  1894. 


SCHOLARLY  TOPSY-TURVYDOM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — I  think  Mr.  Dienst  would  render  us  a 
good  service  by  giving  u*  the  title  of  Japanese 
woik  parts  of  which  he  has  lianslated  lor  your 
valuable  paper.  A',  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the 
abstracts,  his  conli  ibuliou  seems  derived  from  an 
illustrated  woik  on  the  Life  and  Lelleis  of  Xave- 
rius,  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  present 
Archbishop  of  Japan  about  two  years  ago  (in  3 
volumes).  He  seems,  however,  not  lo  know  that 
almost  the  whole  substance  of  this  woi  k  is  taken 
from  H.  T.  Coleridge's  Life  and  Letters  of  St. 
Francis  Xavier  (2  vols.,  London  1890)  and  Pages' 
well-known  work  on  the  same  subject,  Theiehe 
would  have  found  that  "  the  Marurick  "  is  the 
Japanese  1  endei  iug  of  the  Moluccas,  and  "  that  the 
University  which  is  not  mentioned  in  any  work 
in  the  hands  of  the  Translator,"  is  in  the  original 
"  the  place  or  university  of  Jenico  or  Chenguinco," 
which  is  simply  a  mistake  for  the  country  of  Ten- 
jiku  or  India. 

Unfortunately,  I  cannot  with  Mr.  Dienst  "in- 
dulge the  hope  that  these  chapters  may  increase 
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our  knowledge  of  the  religious  woik  in  days  gone 
by;"  for  lliey  have  been  more  fully  "  given  to  the 
public  in  English"  as  long  ago  as  1872  and  again  in 
1890.  Besides  Paces'  admirable  collection  of  the 
letters  in  French  is  of  easy  access.  The  original 
Latin  texts  may  also  be  found  in  Maffei's  and 
Hay's  Collections. 

It  is  really  a  pity  that  a  Japanese  scholar  spends 
so  much  time  on  reli  anslaling  so  well  known 
European  sources  from  their  crude  Japanese  ren- 
dering, while  so  many  valuable  original  works  in 
Japanese  remain  untouched. 

With  compliments  to  Mr.  Dienst,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant,  Z.Y. 

Tokyo,  May  4th,  1894. 

"  PAUL  ANJIRO." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — There  is  now  appearing  in  your  paper  a 
translation  by  the  Reverend  G.  E.  Dienst  of  a 
Japanese  work,  being  itself  a  translation  from  the 
French,  purporting  to  be  a  true  account  of  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  (Roman  Catholicism) 
in  Japan. 

I  am  afiaid  the  Reverend  Gentleman  is  wasting 
his  time  and  labour  on  a  futile  work,  for,  although 
at  a  first  glance  these  chapters  seem  very  iulei  est- 
ing,  they,  after  all,  leach  us  nothing  about  that 
very  interesting  period  of  which  we  do  not  already 
know  ;  nay  moi  e,  if  due  allowance  is  made  for  the 
fact  that  we  have  before  us  a  translation  fiom 
French  into  Japanese,  again  from  Japanese  into 
English — and  God  knows  what  is  meant  by  that ! 
— also,  that  the  English  translator  has  omitted 
such  matter  as  seemed  uninteresting  to  him,  I  am 
pretty  sure  that  the  Japanese  book  in  question,  is 
a  partial  translation  of  the  celebrated  and  well 
known  work  of  Father  de  Charlevoix  :  "  Histoire 
et  description  du  Japon,"  etc.  published  in  Paris 
in  1736,  and  that  this  Japanese  translation  must 
be  a  very  modern  one. 

The  facts  now  published  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Dienst  are  related  in  the  same  way  and  in  the  same 
sequence  by  Father  de  Charlevoix,  the  history 
and  adventuies  of  Paul  Anjiro  included.  Such 
proper  names,  which  puzzle  the  English  translator 
may  very  easily  be  identified  in  following  Charle- 
voix.    For  instance  : 

"Anjiro  on  arriving  at  Malacca,  learned  that 
Xavier  was  absent  at  Marrick  (?)  for  the  present." 

Marrick,  perhaps  Morrick,  is  intended  for  Mo- 
lucca, in  French,  Moluques;  John  Dalhgelp.is  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  India,  Dom  Juan  d'Albuquet- 
que ;  the  personage  Igias  at  Rome,  to  whom 
Xavier  writes  so  often,  is  of  course  Ignace  de 
Loyola,  founder  of  the  Society  of  Jesus;  Simon 
Rodorikof  is  Simon  Rodoriguez,  one  of  the  fit st 
followers  of  St.  Ignace  ;  the  two  monks  who  accom- 
panied Xavier  to  Japan,  and  who  are  named,  after 
the  English  translator,  de  Tray  and  John  Fernan- 
dez, are  Father  C6me  de  Torrez  and  Fray  Juan 
Fernandez,  the  latter,  it  may  be  remai  ked,  was 
illiterate  ;  the  name  of  the  Captain  of  the  Chinese 
pirate  ship  which  the  English  version  gives  as  Ni- 
shida,  is  written  Neceda  by  Charlevoix,  and  so  on. 

I  remain,  yours  truly,  Fois.  DIETZ. 

Yokohama,  May  7th,  1894. 


To  thi£  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  8,  Mr.  "  Z.Y."  offers 
some  friendly  criticism  on  "  Paul  Anjiro."  Now  if 
Mr.  "  Z.Y."  will  take  the  mask  from  his  face,  or 
confer  with  me  privately,  I  will  gladly  tell  him  all 
about  Paul  Anjiio.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say  at 
this  lime,  that  he  is  wholly  wrong  in  his  intima- 
tions.   Very  truly  yours,  G.  E.  DIENST. 

Tokyo,  Japan,  May  8th. 


NO  ILLUSIONS,  IF  YOU  PLEASE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  'Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  Happening  to  be  present  at  the  conceit 
given  last  Saturday  evening  at  the  Rokumei  kwan, 
I  was  concerned  10  observe  a  singular  lack  of  taste 
and  correct  understanding  of  their  position  on  the 
part  of  the  pei  sons  to  whom  the  incidental  duty 
of  supplying  the  music  was  assigned.  These  in- 
dividuals, almost  without  exception,  played  with 
so  little  regard  to  the  proper  requirements  of  the 
situation  that  on  one  or  two  occasions  the  conver 
sation  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  attendance 
could  scarcely  be  heard  across  the  room.  It  is 
true  that  this  did  not  often  occur,  and  I  cannot 
say  that  the  performers  even  once  succeeded 
in  positively  interrupting  the  dialogue  which  was 
the  main  feature  of  the  evening  ;  but  there  were 
certainly  times  when  their  strains  were  neatly  as 
audible,  if  not  quite,  as  the  voices  of  the  genera 
Company.    That  such  apparent  unconsciousness 


of  what  was  expected  of  them  should  be  exhibited 
by  the  Japanese  players  is  not  altogether  surpris- 
ing. It  may  be  accounted  for  by  their  unfa  mi 
iarity  with  the  usages  of  polite  foreign  society. 
But  no  such  excuse  can  be  offered,  I  fear,  for  the 
Euiopeans  who  now  and  then  appeared  on  the 
stage.  The  violinist  who  was  favoured  with  the 
especial  privilege  of  being  permitted  to  perform  a 
solo  was  so  ill-advised  as  to  begin  a  long  and  ela- 
borate cadenza  at  a  moment  when  the  discussion 
in  front  of  him  had  taken  an  unusually  animated 
turn  ;  and  as  he  showed  no  disposition  to  stop,  it 
was  impossible  for  many  in  the  assemblage  to  give 
their  undivided  attention  to  the  colloquy.  It  may 
be  urged,  in  his  defence,  that  he  was  not  1  esponsible 
for  the  exact  point  at  which  the  cadenza  was  in- 
troduced by  the  composer  of  the  piece  ;  but  there 
was  certainly  nothing  to  prevent  him  fiom  post- 
poning the  execution  of  it  until  the  interest  in  the 
more  important  proceedings  had  subsided.  If  he 
lad  waited  a  little,  he  might  have  avoided  causing 
annoyance  by  his  inopportune  persistency,  for 
brief  periods  were  more  than  once  remarked, — 
mostly  in  the  intervals  between  the  successive 
numbers  of  the  programme, — when  comparative 
silence  prevailed. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  intimating 
that  anything  like  an  idea  of  setting  up  a  rival 
claim  to  consideration  was  enteitained  by  the 
musicians.  Whispeis  to  the  effect  that  they  seem- 
ed to  think  themselves  entitled  to  an  equal  share 
of  attention  were  heard  during  the  evening,  but  I 
am  sure  they  were  too  well  aware  of  what  was  be- 
coming to  indulge  in  such  piesumptuous  fancies. 
It  may  be  the  fact  that,  in  America,  that  dangerous 
apostle  of  radicalism  and  revolution,  Theodore 
Thomas,  is  in  the  habit  of  checking  his  orchestra 
whenever  he  discovers,  among  the  patrons  who 
honour  him  with  their  suppoit,  a  gioup  engaged 
in  innocent  laughter,  or  exchanging  pleasantiies 
across  the  hall  ;  and  that  he  mais  the  pleasure  of 
these  lighl-heai  ted  visitois  by  pointing  them  out 
with  his  baton.  But  things  of  this  kind  take  place 
only  in  the  United  States,  where  the  most  fiight- 
f ul  democratic  outrages  may  be  pei  petrated  with 
impunity.  No  oi:e  need  apprehend  that  such 
violations  of  decorum  would  be  tolerated  in  this 
part  of  the  woi  Id.  At  the  same  lime,  it  is  to  be 
loped  that  the  musicians  here  dwelling,  profes- 
sional or  amateur,  will  nol  be  carried  away  by  the 
uolion'that  they  are  brought  into  prominence  for 
any  1  eason  but  to  afford  a  pretext  for  social  le- 
unions,  and  to  provide  a  gently  stimulating  ac- 
companiment to  the  flow  of  genial  discourse. 
Otherwise  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  a  stand 
against  the  spread  of  demoralizing  illusions. 


hoirible.  No  attempt  at  music  is  made,  in  fact 
music  could  not  be  played  on  the  wretched  thing, 
as  being  without  valves  only  open  notes  are 
produced — simple  loot-toot-loot,  hour  after  hour 
as  described  above.  To  my  dismay  during  the 
last  few  days,  I  find  lhat  another  horn  has  been 
added,  and  now  duets  are  attempted.  The 
leader,  however,  is  now  practising  what  no  doubt 
he  thinks  is  a  bugle  call.  It  begins  somewhat 
like  "  cease  firing,"  and  in  the  middle  for  a  few 
notes  reminds  one  of  "stables,"  but  at  the  end 
is  like  nothing  that  ever  was  blown  in  any  camp 
in  the  world.  I  said  above  that  it  is  probably 
due  to  ignorance  that  these  men  do  not  know 
what  an  iutorerable  nuisance  they  create.  I  am 
not  a  nervous  man  by  any  means,  and  think  that 
I  could  put  up  with  a  neighbour  who  practised  on 
the  ophicleide  or  trombone  if  he  played  music, 
but  no  one  who  has  not  heard  the  fearful  sounds 
that  emanate  from  the  Bluff  Police  Station  would 
believe  what  awful  notes  can  be  produced  by  novices 
on  tin  horns. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

ANTI-RAPPA. 

Yokohama,  May  9th,  1894. 


H. 


Tokyo,  May  7th,  1894. 


A  NUISANCE  IN  A  POLICE  STATION. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — The  caption  to  this  letter  will  piobably  be 
read  with  surprise,  for  the  reason  lhat  few  would 
suspect  the  existence  of  a  "  nuisance  in  a  police 
station."  Perhaps  those  of  the  police  who  can 
read  English  and  fall  across  this  indictment 
against  them  will  also  be  surprised.  If  so,  then 
their  surprise  will  piobably  be  the  outcome  of 
ignorance;  at  all  events  I  build  that  golden 
bridge  for  their  escape  from  the  chatge  I  now 
bring  against  them.  The  police  station  against 
which  I  complain  is  that  one  situated  on  the 
Bluff,  and  what  I  complain  of  is  that,  Sun 
day  and  Monday,  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
hour  after  hour,  and  for  hours  and  hours  consecu- 
tively, the  members  of  the  force  in  the  Bluff  Police 
Station  annoy  the  surrounding  neighbourhood  with 
their  performances  on  trumpets.  This  thing  has 
now  been  going  on  for  many  weeks,  but  it  was 
only  lecenlly  that  I  discovered  the  actual  guilty 
parlies.  At  first  I  thought  the  dreadful  sounds 
emanated  from  some  leather-lipped  school-boy, 
and  thought  perhaps  after  a  time  he  would  tire  of 
his  toy.  One  day,  however,  owing  possible  to 
the  direction  of  the  wind,  the  sounds  were  more 
blatant  and  ear-piercing  than  usual,  and  I  sent  a 
servant  to  find  out  from  whence  they  were  pro- 
duced. I  expected  that  his  search  might  dis- 
cover a  youth  who,  with  a  musical  education, 
might  turn  out  to  be  a  phenomenon,  and  had 
visions  of  finding  a  Japanese  Koenig  or  Levy  in 
embryo,  but  much  to  my  disgust  my  servant's 
report  was  to  the  effect  that  he  traced  the 
sound  to  the  Police  Station,  that  ten  or  a 
dozen  constables  sat  round  a  room  on  the  east 
side  of  the  station — he  could  only  see  two  sides 
of  the  apartment — and  lhat  first  one  man  play 
ed  the  rappa,  then  another.  Questioned  as  to 
being  sure  they  were  police,  the  man  said  "  Yes, 
they  were  in  uniform."  To  me  the  sounds  pro 
duced  seem  to  be  from  a  tin  horn  ;  it  is  not  much 
I  like  a  brass  instrument,  the  lone  being  something 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  see  the  letter  of  "  Anti- 
Rappa  "  in  your  issue  of  10th  inst.  I  think  I  am 
a  greater  sufferer,  from  the  nuisance  complained 
of,  than  your  correspondent,  as  my  residence  is 
so  close  to  the  Bluff  Police  Station  that  I  can  dis- 
tinctly hear  the  words  of  command  given  during 
the  morning  drill. 

Personally,  I  would  rather  listen  to  a  Tonic 
Sol-fa  Chorus,  warbled  by  a  parcel  of  precocious 
youngsters  under  the  guidance  of  an  energetic 
baton. wielder,  than  to  the  horribly  discoidant 
sounds  emanating  from  the  Bluff  Police  Station  at 
unseasonable  limes. 

Gilbert  writes,  speaking  of  a  gentleman  who  at- 
temped  to  render  an  air  on  the  bag-pipes  : — 

It  was  wild,  it  was  fitfull,  as  wild  as  the  breeze, 
It  wandered  around  into  several  keys, 
It  was  jerky,  spasmodic,  and  harsh  I'm  aware, 
But  still  it  distinctly  suggested  an  air. 

But  the  diabolical  sounds  complained  of  only 
suggest  the  use  of  strong  language  to  me,  and,  as 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  saint,  the  result  may  be 
imagined.  The  Police  Station  is  surrounded  by 
the  houses  of  foreigners,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
courteous  chief  will  stop  the  practice  as  soon  as  it 
comes  to  his  knowledge  that  the  noise  incommodes 
the  neighbours. 

Yours  faithfully,  GALLIO. 
Yokohama,  May  ioth,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir, —  I  am  awfully  obliged  to  "  Anti-rappa," 
who  writes  in  your  issue  of  this  date  a  complaint 
about  the  dreadful  racket  made  by  the  Police  at 
the  Bluff  Station  with  trumpets.  It  never  ocuri  ed 
to  me  to  write  to  the  papers.  I  have  been  dis- 
tracted with  the  continual  nuisance,  which  is  truly 
described  as  hour  after  hour  and  day  after  day, 
until  sometimes  I  hardly  know  what  I  am  doing. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  it?  Surely  no  sane 
man  can  take  delight  in  the  production  of  such 
terrible  discords  ?  Equally  it  cannot  possibly 
be  connected  with  Police  duly?  I  cannot  agree 
with  your  correspondet  that  these  men  err  through 
ignorance — and  believe  that  they  must  be  per- 
fectly aware  lhat  their  perpetual  brayings  are 
an  unmitigated  nuisance.  I,  like  "Anti-rappa," 
could  not  at  first  tell  from  whence  ihe  sounds 
emanated,  but  I  soon  found  out  and  went 
twice  to  the  station  to  complain,  but  on  each 
occasion  the  Inspector  was  absent.  Calling  on 
a  neighbour  a  few  days  ago,  I  found  him 
on  the  point  of  throwing  his  chessmen  in  a 
heap  after  having  spent  more  than  an  hour  in 
an  endeavour  to  solve  what  he  said  he  thought 
was  a  simple  problem,  through  the  distraction  of 
the  terrible  born-blowing.  As  for  myself,  I  shall 
be  driven  out  of  my  hoi^tse  if  this  thing  continues 
— I  would'nt  live  in  the  place  rent  free  with  such 
a  terrible  infliction.  Certainly  house  propei  ty 
within  reach  of  this  Police  nuisance  will  soon  be 
lowered  in  value.  What  a  cheerful  thing  it  must 
be  for  the  masters  and  pupils  in  the  Victoria 
Public  School,  which  is  directly  opposite  the  trum- 
peters' window ;  and  with  what  delight  the 
patients  in  the  German  Hospital  must  listen  as 
they  lie  on  their  sick  beds  to  the  musical  treat  pro- 
vided for  them  ! 

It  occurs  to  me  lhat  the  police  would  be  very 
much  better  employed  learning  English  or  French 
than  the  trumpet.  The  other  day  just  as  I  had 
lefl  my  house,  a  gentleman,  accompanied  by  a 
lady — strangers — asked  me  to  direct  them  to  the 
Public  Gardens,  with  an  apology,  saying  lhat 
along  the  Bluff  road  they  had  enquired  of  three 
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policemen,  using  both  French  and  Bli  If  I  and 

neither  of  iliem  understood  the  lerm  "  Public 
Gardens."  The  Bluff  Policemen,  of  all  olheis, 
situated  as  they  aie  entiiely  in  the  midst  of  fo- 
1  signers,  should  have  a  smattering  of  some  foi  sign 
language,  and  il  can  hardly  he  said  that  this  uselul 
accomplishment  is  not  easier  to  acquiie  than  skill 
in  blowing  a  trumpet. 

Yours,  &c,  NERVES. 

May  ioth,  1894. 


MR.  GLADSTONE'S  "  SUPERSTITIOUS 
IDEAS." 

To  thb  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — The  following  appeared  as  an  editoiial 
paragraph   in  a  recent  issue  of  a   daily  paper 
published  in  Japan  : — 

Mr.  Gladstone,  as  one  of  his  daughters  says,  is  always 
very  careful  to  avoid  travelling  on  Sunday,  and  also  to  put 
aside  all  secular  work  on  that  day  and  keep  himself  to  his 
special  Sunday  books  and  thoughts.  He  has  never  been 
able  to  wholly  divest  himself  of  the  superstitious  ideas  in 
which  he  was  educated. 

What  a  pity  !  Poor,  old,  deluded,  "  superstitious  " 
man!  Having  lived  neaily  eighty-five  years  in 
this  enlightened  age,  spending  three  score  years 
in  public  life  as  a  great  leader  of  men  in  the  most 
progressive  nation  in  modern  history,  and  having 
mastered  the  Greek  and  other  ancient  classics 
and  done  more  with  his  own  pen  in  the  way  of 
enriching  English  literature  than  almost  any  of  his 
contemporaries,  the"  Grand  Old  Man  "  is  passing 
down  to  his  grave  with  gross  superstition  wiit  on 
every  wrinkle  of  his  aged  brow.  " 'Tis  strange, 
'tis  passing  strange,  'lis  pitiful,  'tis  wondrous  piti- 
*  fill  "  that  such  an  intellect  should  spend  such  an 
enormous  amount  of  energy  in  accomplishing  both 
in  politics  and  in  I  iter  attire  that  which  has  called 
forth  the  admiration  and  wonder  of  the  world,  and 
has  done  il  all  under  the  very  gieat  disadvantage 
of  being  handicapped  and  blinded  by  "  supersti- 
tious ideas." 

Methinks  I  see  "  in  my  mind's  eye  "  what  mighty 
and  glorious  things  he  would  have  accomplished 
had  he  only  "  been  able  to  wholly  divest  himself 
of  the  superstitious  ideas  "  which  have  followed 
him  all  down  these  eventful  years,  and  which 
have,  no  doubt,  greatly  hampered  him  in  his 
mighty  struggles  after  truth  and  light  in  connec- 
tion with  the  great  questions  he  has  had  to  face  : 
I  think  I  see  how  he  might  have  placed  the  world 
under  lasting  obligations  to  himself  by  compiling 
some  profound  treatise  on  this  wonderful  "  age  of 
reason  ;"  or  have  explained  satisfactorily  to  rest- 
less mankind  the  burning  question  of  how  they, 
in  some  prehistoric  age,  were  evolved  from 
monkeys;  or  have  proven  to  rational  men,  once 
for  all,  that  the  soul  is  a  myth  and  that  the  wor- 
ship of  a  Supreme  Being  is  puerile  and  silly;  or 
last,  but  not  least,  he  might  have  edited  a  small 
daily  paper  in  some  far  corner  of  the  earth,  and 
by  penning  pithy  paragraphs  about  great  men 
and  deep  problems,  have  thus  shed  much  needed 
light  to  those  that  sit  around  in  darkness. 

But  then  I  suppose  it  is  too  late  to  hope  now 
that  the  old  man  will  ever  change  his  ideas  on  this 
question,  however  superstitions  they  may  be.  He 
will  doubtless  continue  to  the  end  of  his  days  to 
take  his  seventh  day  rest  and  to  spend  it  with  his 
"  Sunday  books  and  thoughts."  He  enjoys  it,  and 
it  has  doubtless  become  a  sort  of  second  nature 
with  him.  In  fact,  not  long  since,  he  made  a 
vei  y  interesting  declaration  on  this  question,  which 
is  as  follows  :— 

The  older  I  grow,  the  more  confirmed  I  am  in  my  faith 
and  religion.  \  have  been  in  public  life  fifty-eight  years, 
and  forty-seven  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  British  Government, 
and  during  those  forty-seven  years  I  have  been  associ- 
ated with  sixty  of  the  master  minds  of  the  country,  and  all 
but  five  of  tire  sixty  were  Christians. 

And  since  he  is  growing  more  and  more  con- 
firmed in  these  "  superstitious  ideas  "  and  has  had 
so  much  honourable  company  to  sympathize  with 
him  and  to  cheer  him  in  his  deluded  Sunday 
thoughts,  I  hope  be  will  not  allow  this  brief  ex- 
posure of  his  mental  and  moral  defects  to  disturb 
the  pleasant  Sabbath  rest  of  his  old  age. 

Yours  truly,  WILL  PATTILLO. 

May  8th,  1894. 


THE  NEW  AUSTRALIAN  GOLD  DIS- 
COVERIES. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — The  Australian  colonies  are  learning  that 
there  is  a  silver  lining  to  every  cloud,  and  that  if 
they  have  suffered  from  the  widely  spread  com- 
mercial and  industrial  depression  which  has  de- 
deprived  hundreds  of  hard-working  men  of  their 
customary  employment,  they  are  likely  to  gain  by 
the  stimulus  which  has  been  afforded  those  to 


whom  idleness   is  woise  than  death,  the  men  who 
will  leave  no  stone  unturned  10  avoid  the  necessity 
for  accepting  the  charity  of  the  slate.     It  is  to  in- 
dividuals of  this  self  reliant  class  that  much  of  the 
gold-milting  icvival  in  Australia  is  due,  especially 
in   New   South    Wales,  whei  e  there  have  been 
scenes  reminding  old  colonists  of  the  eaily  days 
of  gold  discovery.     At  Wyalong,  little  moie  than 
a  day's  jouiney  from  Sydney,  where,  less  than  a 
month    ago,   the    population  numbered   about  a 
score,  theie  are  now  from  8,000  to  9,000,  men, 
women,  and  children;  and  a  large  township  has 
spi  ung  up  where  the  sunshine  of  the  passing  sum- 
mer used  to  reveal  only  the  primeval  bush.  Practi- 
cally, the  auriferous  wealth  of  New  South  Wales  re- 
mains untouched.     Even  the  colonists  are  often  in 
ignorance  of  the  treasures  lying  at  their  very  doors. 
When  the  crowds  of  unemployed  marched  in  grim 
procession  through  the  streets  of  Sydney, there  were 
none  who  dreamed  that  within  less  than  a  couple 
of  days'  journey  from  the  metropolis,  there  were 
thousands  of  ounces  of  gold  wailing  to  be  extracted 
from  the  soft  and  yielding  rock.    Australians  have 
been  very  wasteful  in  obtaining  the  gold.  On  every 
field  there  are  heaps  of  wash  dirt  or  tailings,  as 
the  earth  and  stone  obtained  from  the  mines  are 
designated,  which,  like  the  masses  of  refuse  near 
the  mouths  of  the  British  coal-pits,  have  become 
neglected  and  an   eyesore,  although  containing 
thousands  of  ounces  of  the  precious  metal,  gene- 
rally in  such  minute  forms  as  to  need  considerable 
patience  and  perseverance  in  the  work  of  extrac- 
tion.    The  New  South  Wales  Government  decid- 
ed upon  sending   large   numbers  of  the  better 
class  of  unemployed  to  some  of  these  places,  giv- 
ing them  free  railway  passes,  and  other  assistance. 
It  was  deemed  belter  lhat  these  men  should  be  em- 
ployed in  "  fossicking  "  for  gold  in  likely  districts, 
than  in  loafing  about  the  metropolitan  open  spaces. 
The  experiment  has  proved  a  complete  success. 
The  quantity  of  gold    obtained  in   New  South 
Wales  during  1893  was  179,288  oz.,  or  an  increase 
of  22,418  oz.  over  the  yield  for  1892,  the  value  of 
the  increased  output  being  estimated  at  ^82,107. 
This  yield   is  the  largest    known  in   the  colony 
since    1875,   when   it  amounted   to   230,882  oz. 
It  may  also  be  lemarked  lhat  the  smallest  yield 
since  1851,  when   gold  was  first  discovered  in 
Australia,  was  in   1888,  when   it    amounted  lo 
S7>5°3  oz-     I"  connection  wilh  the  gold  mining 
revival  in  New  South  Wales,  the  goldfields  ward- 
ens have  reported  to  the  New  South  Wales  Mines 
Department  that  the  "  fossickers  "  despatched  by 
the  Colonial  Government  during  the  year  are  re- 
sponsible to  a  large  extent  for  the  increased  output 
of  the  colony,  and  though  in  the  first  place  they, 
as  a  rule,  objected  to  the  sending  of  these  men  to 
the  gold-fields,  the  results  achieved  have  caused 
them  to  change  their  opinions,  and  it  is  now  ad- 
mitted that  the  experiment,  for  such  it  really  was, 
has   been  successful.      It  has  certainly  assisted 
in  showing  the  illimitable  nature  of  the  auriferous 
resources  of  the  colony.    The  extent  of  auriferous 
country  in  the  southern  part  of  New  South  Wales, 
that  in  which  Wyalong  goldfield  is  situated,  was 
estimated,  so    far   back  as    1852,    to  be  some- 
thing like  16,000  square  miles,  vet,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  only  a  few  hundred  squaie  miles  have 
been  systematically  prospected  and  worked,  a  fact 
that  tells  its  own  story. 

Yours,  etc.,  JOHNPLUMMER. 
Sydney,  April  2nd. 


REVIEW. 
■  ♦  

"  From  the  Land  of  the  Queue." 
Under  this  title  Heir  von  Brandt,  former  Ger- 
man Ambassador  at  Peking,  has  published  what 
he  modestly  styles  "  Chats  of  an  old  Chinaman." 
While  he  has  thus,  after  his  victory  over'  Heir 
Paasch,  the  Staatsburgerzeitung,  and  other  Anti- 
Semitic  journals,  occupied  the  ntium  cum  dignitate 
he  enjoys  at  the  wateiing  place  of  Wiesbaden,  he 
has  at  the  same  time  placed  the  German  public 
— the  book  is  nol  yel  translated  into  English — 
under  considerable  obligations.  Short  as  it  is, 
the  book  deals  with  many  aspects  of  Chinese  life, 
and  throughout  its  133  pages  the  advice  to  take 
the  Chinese  seriously  seems  to  be  the  predomi- 
nant key-note.  As  to  trade,  the  author  finds 
that  while  Germany  has  done  well,  other  nations 
have  done  belter;  a  fact  he  ascribes  to  the  slow- 
ness of  German  companies  in  substituting  steam 
for  sail,  to  their  reluctance  to  combine,  and  to 
their  neglect  of  the  well  proved  truth  that  steady 
employment  can  be  secured  only  by  ships  definitely 
and  permanently  engaged  in  the  China  trade. 
The  German  flag  thus  driven  from  more  than  one 
harbour  is  not  likely  to  recover  the  lost  ground 
against  the  stronger  English  companies,  but  a 
bank  and  subsidised  mail-steamers  are  at  present 
very  gratifying  features  of  German  commerce  in 


Kislein  Asia.  As  to  diplomatic  methods,  Heir 
von  Brandt  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  ihe  suaviter 
tn  modo,  but  he  is  as  strung  an  advocate  of  jealous 
cars  where  the  maintenance  of  existing  tieaties  is 
Concerned,     Every  attempt   to   introduce  foreign 

methods  of  production  is,  he  thinks,  inspired  by 

the  thought  of  '*  China  for  the  Chinese;"  but  all 
trials  in  this  direction  have  so  far  been  lamentable 
failures  and  must  continue  such   while  absolute 
security  of  capital  is  not   assured.    The  motive 
lying  behind  these    efforts,    however,   calls  for 
close  observation  in  all  its  vaiying  phases,  and 
the  time  may  soon  come  when  Chinese  competition 
will  make  itself  inconveniently  fell  lo  Western  in- 
dustries.   Chinese  development,  however,  is  slow; 
and  for  the  time  Germany's  duty  is  confined  to 
training  and  holding  in  readiness  a  number  of  men 
competent,  by  reason  of  linguistic  ability  as  well  as 
knowledge  of  men  and  things,  to  powei  fully  assist 
her  home  industries  at  the  psychological  moment, 
a   task  not  by  any  means  so  easy  as    it  looks. 
However  enterprising  her  merchants  and  seamen, 
her  engineers   are    slow  and   awkward.  Their 
English  and  American  livals  go  abroad,  even  at 
lowsalaiies,  with  the  firm  conviction  that  they  can 
successfully  cope  with  adverse  circumstances  and 
will  come  out  all  right  in  the  end.    Even  French- 
men are  in  this  respect  superior.    This  is  paitly 
due  to  conditions   inevitably  bound  up  with  the 
state  ownership  of  railways  and  telegraphs  in 
Germany.    While  you  have  but  to  raise  a  finger 
to  get  a  dozen  applications  from  foreign  engineers, 
a  German  will  notgive  up  his  post  without  knowing 
whether  he  will  be  taken  back  again  into  the  State 
seivice  and  whether  the  years  spent  abroad  count 
towards  his  pension.  As  to  political  complications 
that  might  arise  through  French,  Russian,  or  pro- 
bably even  Japanese  restlessness,  he  thinks  that 
German    interests  call   only  for  a  prevention  of 
such  territorial  changes  as  might  tend  to  narrow 
the  field  of  her  commercial  activity.     Il  is  of  course 
impossible  for  Hei  r  von  Brandt  to  deal  wilh  China 
without  also  touching  on  the  audience  question. 
The  humiliating  Ko-tow  had  actually  been  sub- 
mitted to  by  papal   legates  as  well  as  Dutch, 
Portuguese,    and    Russian    representatives  ;  but 
Lord  Macaitney,  in  1792,  and  Loid  Amherst,  in 
1 8 1 6,  refused  to  yield  to  ibis  demand,  and  there 
the  matter  rested  till  1873  when,  through  French 
initiative,  ihe  question  was  settled  as  best  it  could 
be,  without  the  Ko'tow  of  course.  Subsequent 
criticisms  that  the   ambaisadoi s   had  permitted 
themselves  to  be  received  in  the  Hall  of  Subject 
Nations,  were  without  any  foundation  in  fact;  but 
a  more  serious  objection,  viz.,  that  in  the  agree- 
ment the  audience  was  called  a  favour  instead  of 
aright,  was  completely  ovei  looked  by  the  critics 
at  the  lime.     The  regency  of  two  females  after 
the  death  of  the  Emperor  kept  the  question  in 
abeyance  until   1888,    when  the  Chinese  them- 
selves opened    negotiations    which  were  for  all 
that  difficult  enough.    The  audience    was  now 
granted  as  a  right,  but  at  the  urgent  request  of 
the  government  the  Hall  in  which  ihe  reception 
had  taken  place  in  1873  ana  '874,  was  used  for 
this  purpose  once  more.    Theie  was  no  valid  ob- 
jection to  the  place  itself,  and  the  audience,  barring 
the  fact  that  the  Hall  was  very  cold  for  the  Foreign 
Representatives  with  their  thin  uniforms  and  bare 
heads,  and  pleasant  enough  for  the  well-clad  Chi- 
nese with  their  winter  hats  of  black  felt,  was  a  great 
success  and  mutually  satisfactory.    The  Chinese 
Emperor  especially,  a  sovereign  of  intelligence 
and  moral  courage,  as  is  amply  proved  by  his 
learning  English,  was  well  pleased  with  the  whole 
affair.    In  1890,  the  Repi  esentatives  of  France  and 
Russia  broke  the  unity  of  the  corps  diplomatique 
by  demanding  an  audience  in  one  of  the  balls  of 
the  palace  itself,  but  they  failed  in  this  and  have 
not  yet  presented  their  credentials.  It  was  unwise, 
the  author  thinks,  to  pr  ovoke  a  conflict  on  a  matter 
of  mere  ceremony,   especially  as  the  advance  of 
Western  diplomacy  must  surely  appear  striking 
enough  to  a  Chinese  who  now  sees  the  representa- 
tives of  foreign  countries  stand  before  and  address 
his    sovereign,    while    his    own  dignitaries  must 
kneel  befoie  the  Emperor,    a  position  in  which 
the  address  of  the  ambassadors  had  also  to  be 
translated  into  the  language  of  the  court.  Hence 
the  unwisdom  of  demanding  an  audience,  itself  a 
deviation  from  ceremonies  of  hoary  antiquity,  at  a 
place  where  the  highest  dignitaries  of  China  can- 
not enter,  but  must  make  their  Ko-tow  kneeling  on 
the  steps  of  the  throne-room  or  in  the  court  outside. 


Thb  Royal  Wedding. — Messrs.  Street  &  Co., 
of  30,  Cornhill,  London,  E.C.,  have  had  the  honour 
to  present  to  his  Royar  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 
a  collection  of  cuttings  from  the  Press  from  all 
parts  of  the  Empire  with  reference  to  the  Royal 
Betrothal  and  Marriage.  To  give  some  idea  of 
the  size  of  the  work,  it  is  stated  that  there  are  no 
less  than  nine  large  foolscap  volumes. 
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LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  ouk  own  Correspondent.) 


Chicago,  April  14th . 

Mrs.  Mabel  Loomis  Todd,  wlio  accompanied 
her  husband,  Professor  David  P.  Todd,  on  a  trip 
several  yeais  ago  to  Japan  to  observe  the  Transit 
of  Venus,  is  the  author  of  a  book  entitled  *'  Total 
Eclipses  of  the  Sun"  (No.  I,  Columbian  Know- 
ledge Series),  published  by  Robei  ts  Bros.,  Boston, 
and  selling  at  §1.00. 

The  sad  news  comes  from  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
that  Miss  Lois  H.  Janes  (Jones?),  whose  father  is 
reported  to  be  in  Japan,  and  who  is  a  grand-daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  M.  Scudder,  committed 
suicide  by  taking  strychnine. 

In  re  Behring  Sea  matters  President  Cleveland 
lias  issued  the  following  proclamation  : — 

Whereas,  an  act  cf  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  to  give  effect 
to  the  award  rendered  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  at  Pans, 
under  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
concluded  at  Washington,  Feb.  29,  1892,  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  to  arbitration  certain  questions  concerning  the  pre- 
servation of  the  fur  seals,"  was  approved  April  6,  1894.  [Here 
the  Act  is  quoted  in  full.]  ^ 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Grover  Cleveland,  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said 
Act  speedily  to  be  proclaimed  to  the  end  that  its  provisions  may 
be  known  and  observed  ;  and  I  hereby  proclaim  that  any  person 
guilty  of  violation  of  the  provisions  of  said  Act  will  be  arrested 
and  punished  as  therein  provided  ;  and  all  vessels  so  employed, 
their  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  cargo,  will  be  seized  and 
forfeited.       .  , 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  this  10th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred  and  eighteenth. 

By  the  President.  Grover  Cleveland. 

Walter  Q.  Gresham,  Secretary  of  State. 

In  Samoa  civil  war  has  broken  out  between  two 
of  the  tribes  ;  but  it  is  not  likely,  according  to  re 
ports,  that  the  Government  will  interfere.  From 
Washington  comes  the  news  this  morning,  that 
there  is  a  movement  to  release  the  United  States 
from  the  tripartite  protectorate,  which  is  thought  to 
have  subjected  us  to  "  a  degree  of  annoyance  and 
expense"  disproportionate  to  our  interests  there. 

Fiom  Hawaii  there  has  just  come  very  interest- 
ing news,  in  which  the  Japanese,  of  course,  play  an 
important  part.  It  is  said,  that  since  the  airiva' 
of  the  Jakachiho  Kan,  they  have  taken  on  ; 
much  more  independent  air  than  formerly. 
Even  "a  prominent  Japanese  official  connected 
with  the  legation  "  in  Honolulu  is  reported  to  have 
said  to  the  Associated  Press  correspondent :— 

The  Japanese  here  want  the  franchise  and  they  are  going  to 
eel  it  If  they  cannot  our  government  is  going  to  take  a  hand 
in  the  matter.  We  have  two  big  men-of-war  here  and  we  do 
not  intend  to  let  our  interests  be  trampled  upon  by  the  Provi 
sional  Government. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  new  American  Union 
party,  both  through  its  various  clubs  and  in  its 
cential  Committee,  has  taken  strong  grounc 
against  the  claims  of  the  Japanese. 

President  Dole  is  busy  at  work  upon  a  new  con 
stitulion  to  be  submitted  to  the  convention  soon  to 
be  held.    Some  features  of  this  constitution  are 
reported.    There  will  be  a  President,  who  will  not 
however,  have  a  seat  in  the  Executive  Council,  but 
will  have  the  power  of  veto,  which  may  be  over 
ruled  by  a  lw«  thirds  vole  of  the  Senate  and  As 
senibly.    The  Vice-President  also  will  not  have  a 
seat  in  the  Council,  and  will  merely  be  the  pre 
siding    officer    of    the   Senate.     The  Executive 
Council  will  consist  of  five  members;  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  Finance,  of  the  Interior,  o 
Health  and    Education,  and  of  Justice  (or  At 
torney  General).    The  Senate'will  consist  of  24 
members,  appointed  for  two  years  by  the  Ptesi 
dent,  Vice-Piesidenl  and  Council.    The  Assembly 
will  contain  40  members  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Council  and  the  Senators.    The.e  will  probably 
be  an  educational  qualification  for  the  franchise 
It  is  reported  from  Grinnell,  Iowa,  that  Professor 
Jesse  Macy,  of  Iowa  College,  has  been  asked  t 
assist  in  the  framing  of  a  constitution  which  wi 
suit    piesent    conditions    in     Hawaii,    and  not 
need    much    modification    if   the   i«"w  Republic 
should  ever  become  a  State  of  our  Union.  It 
also  stated,  that  Minister  Thurston  will,  perhaps 
become  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

Senator  Morgan  has  completed  and  will  soon 
present  to  the  Senate  a  tepoit  which  is  a  strong 
plea  in  favour  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal. 

There  is  still  more  or  less  fighting  111  Brazil,  but 
none  of  great  importance,  between  the  Govern 
inent  and  scattered  forces  of  the  rebels. 

The  ReDitblic  of  San  Domingo  has  adopted 
new  monetary  system,  the  author  of  which  is  Pro 
Laughlin,  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  who  has 
just  returned  fiom  a  trip  to  that   island.    1  hi 
measure  provides  for  a  system  of  gold  and  silve 
currency  on  a  permanent  gold  basis. 

Senator  Morgan,  just  menbioned,  is  also  th 
author  of  a  bill  for  the  complete  reorganization 
the  Stale  Department  on  a  civil-service  basis  wi 
an  educational  qualification  for  appointment  and 
for  promotion. 


Among  recent  Presidential  appointments  are 
ose  ot  Edward  H.  Strobel  to  be  U.S.  Minister  to 

land, 


cirador,  and  of  William  Rockhill,  of  M 
he  Third  Assistant  Secretaiy  of  Stale. 
Senator  Hill  has  finally  delivered  his  long  ex- 
pected   speech,    which,    though    appearing  like 
pposition  to  tariff-reform,  was  really  a  personal 
attack  on  President  Cleveland. 

The  Democrats  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
caucus,  have  decided,  by  a  vote  of  80  to  44, 
that  the  Committee  on   Rules  shall  fotmnlale  a 
ule  lo  ascertain  the  presence  of  a  quorum,  and 
preset ibe  some  method  for  compelling  the 
tlendance  of  absent  members.    The  Republicans 
ok  upon  this  as  a  vindication  of  "  Czar  "  Reed's 
methods. 

l'he  insurrection   ("whiskey    insurrection"  it 
was  called)  in  South  Carolina  was  declared  at  an 
end  by  Governor  Tillman  on  the  51I1  inst.  The 
alter  under  dispute  will  be  settled  by  due  process 
f  law. 

David  Dudley  Field,  the  eminent  lawyer  and 
ist,  died  at  his  home  in  New  Yoik  City  yestei- 
lay  at  the  age  of  89.  He  was  a  brother  of  Cyrus 
W.  Field,  of  Atlantic  cable  fame;  Stephen  J. 
Field,  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice;  and  Rev. 
Hemy  M.  Field,  of  the  New  Y01  k  Evangelist. 

Milwaukee  has  suffered  from  a  repetition  of  ihe 
ioiiois  of  the  Cold  Stoiage  fiie  which  daikeued 
the  history  of  the  W01  Id's  Fair.  Nine  01  ten  fire- 
men were  killed,  and  seveial  were  injuied,  by 
10 p ping  tin  ough  the  roof  of  the  Davidson  Theatre 
ud  Hotel  which  was  burning  eaily  the  other 
morning.  Il  is  hoped  thai  most  of  them  were 
killed  instantly  by  the  fall  ;  but  it  is  known  that 
some,  whose  ciies  could  be  heard,  were  toasted 
alive. 

The  list  of  casualties  includes   also  numerou 
vviecks  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  a  big  fire 
Buffalo,  where  the  plant  of  the  American  Glucose 
Company   was  totally  destroyed  with   a  loss  of 
about  $1,000,000  and  seveial  lives. 

Samuel  Gompera,  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labour,  has  sent  Vice-President 
Slevenson  a  letter  protesting  against  the  ralifica 
ion  of  the  new  Chinese  treaty,  and  making  ; 
plea  in  behalf  of  the  "millions  of  our  fellowmeu 
and  women  actually  idle,  and  literally  without 
means  of  sustaining  life.''  At  such  a  time  "  the 
flood  gates  of  immigration  should  not  be  opened. 

Coxey's  "Commonweal  Army"  has  been  con- 
tinuing its  match  in  spite  of  obstacles  and  delays 
such  as  rain,  snow,  and  toll-gates,  and  has  at  last 
euleied  Maryland.    The  heterogeneous  elements 
moreover,    of  the    army    fail  to  act    in  pet  feci 
harmony,    so  that   quarrels  are  not  infrequent 
Similar  bands  are  organizing  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  for  a  march  to  Washington.    But  when 
they  all  get  there,  they  will  find  Major  Moore 
Chief  of  Police  in  that  city,  ready  10  welcome  them 
and  take  care  of  them. 

The  coke  rioters  in  Pennsylvania  have  quieted 
down  :  but  the  national  union  of  the  United  Mine 
Win  leers  has  ordered  a  general  strike  for  April  21 
Yesterday,  moreover,  thete  began  a  strike  on  the 
Great  Northern  Railway,  which,  as   the  strik 
affects  every  class  of  employes,  is  completely  tied 
up  over  almost  1,500  miles  of  road.     It  is  feared 
that  the  men  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  and  St 
Paul  toad  will  also  go  out.    Il  is  reported  that  the 
American  Railway  Union  will  make  a  hard  fight 
in  this,  its  first,  contest. 

There  have  been,  by  the  way,  some  impottant 
:gal  decisions  recently  with  reference  to  the 
ghts"  of  employers  and  employes.  Judge 
enkins  in  Milwaukee  asserts  that  com  Is  have 
power  lo  interfere  in  illegal  acts  where  public 
ulerest  is  at  stake;  and  says  that  injunction  is 
he  proper  agent  to  prevent  wrong,  violence,  and 
ufury  to  business  and  property.  On  the  other 
hand,  Judge  Caldwell  in  Omaha  says  that  inter- 
ference with  property  in  the  hands  of  leceivers  is 
punishable  as  contempt  of  court ;  and  asserts  that 
injunction  is,  not  only  unnecessaiy,  but  an  engine 
of  slavery.  Judge  Dundy,  also  in  Omaha,  has 
ordered  the  receivers  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway 
to  restore  the  old  rate  of  wages  which  were  cut 
last  September.  Public  opinion,  so  far  as  il  can 
be  ascertained  through  the  press,  hails  Judge 
Caldwell's  decision  with  delight,  especially  in  its 
assertion  of  the  absolute  equality  of  employers  and 
employds  in  making  contracts  and  of  the  duty  of 
both  under  them.  "A  corporation  is  organized 
capital,  organized  labour  is  organized  capital." 

Bradstreet  and  R.  G.  Dun  and  Co.  report  that 
the  strikes  have,  of  course,  checked  somewhat  the 
general  improvement  of  business,  but  that  the 
outlook  is  hopeful,  especially  in  the  West. 
The  following  clipping  may  be  of  interest: 
Bridh  retains  her  Maiden  Name. 


was  not  to  be  known  by  her  husband's  name.  But  she  says  she 
has  practiced  medicine  eleven  years  as  Dr.  Lucy  Waite  and  her 
wish  to  retain  that  name  is  approved  by  her  husband.  Dr. 
Waite  is  the  daughter  of  ex-Tudge  C.  B,  Waite,  of  Hyde  Park. 
She  is  a  well  educated  woman  and  has  an  extensive  practice  as 
physician. 

Il  is  stated,  that  Lucy  Stone  was  the  first  woman 
who  retained  her  maiden  name  after  marriage, 
and  that  Lucy  Wake  is  the  second  so  to  do.  The 
atler  is  an  alumna  of  the  University  of  Chicago, 
olass  of  '80,  and  obtained  abroad  pai  I  of  her  medi- 
cal training. 

Dr.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  supetintendent  of 
schools  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  before  thai  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  in  New  York  Slate, 
has  been  elected  Regent  (=President)  of  the 
University  of  Illinois. 

A  "  Congress  of  liberal  religious  societies  "  is  to 
meet  in  this  city  in  Sinai  Temple,  May  22,  23, 
and  24. 


LETTER  FROM  PHILADELPHIA. 


Dr.  F.  Byron  Robinson  and  Dr.  Lucy  Waite  were  quietly 
married  March  7  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Thomas  at  his  residence.  The 
invitations  to  their  post-nuptial  reception  read: — "Dr.  F. 
Byron  Robinson  — Dr.  Lucy  Waite.  At  Home."  This  was  the 
hrst  intimation  the  bride  gave  to  her  acquaintances  that  she 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

April  14th,  1894. 
Philadelphia's  streets  are  all  loin  up  for  the  lay- 
ng  of  new  tracks — the  soi  t  of  tracks  which  requite 
no  spiking — for  the  new  electric  traction  system. 
At  the  same  time  the  more  impoitant  streets  are 
being  paved  with  asphaltutn.  Philadelphia  is 
poveibially  a  slow  city,  but  at  present  it  seems 
eager  to  make  up  for  lost  time  in  the  matter  of 
rapid  getting  about.  Splendid  residences  now 
abound  in  the  subui  bs,  and  a  small  army  of  people 
move  out  of  town  early  in  April  and  remain  until 
cold  weather.  The  trains  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Reading  system  now  land  passengers  t  ight  in 
the  heart  of  the  city,  and  the  electric  car  lines  give 
easy  access  to  all  parts  of  the  city  from  the  stib- 
utbs  inwards.  A  magnificent  scheme  is  well  under 
way,  that  is  to  say  so  far  as  the  letting  of  contracts 
is  concerned,  for  a  gigantic  system  of  electric 
railways  running  from  Philadelphia  to  Harrisburg, 
a  hundred  miles  stretch.  It  is  to  be  a  fourtiack 
line.  It  will  have  numerous  branches  running  to 
the  scores  of  little  towns  and  villages  along  the 
line,  and  express  trains  are  to  be  run  at  40  miles 
an  hour.  Local  cars  will  run  at  about  10  miles  an 
hour.  Lower  rates  are  to  be  charged  than  on  the 
steam  toads.  These  steam  roads  are  controlled 
almost  wholly  by  the  Pennsylvania  road  and  an 
interesting  legal  fight  is  to  lie  looked  for.  The 
scheme,  with  its  details,  fills  all  the  papers. 

The  Coxey  Industrial  Army — it  is  industrial  in 
that  its  members  ate  working  harder  than  they 
have  ever  woiked  before — is  now  on  the  march 
to  the  Capital,  to  demonstrate  to  Congress  that  a 
great  reform  is  needed  in  its  treatment  of  the 
working  people.  The  Army  of  the  Commonweal 
is  made  up  at  present  almost  wholly  of  tramps, 
idlers,  and  such  like.  The  real  unemployed 
working-men  have  had  precious  little  to  do  with 
the  movement.  The  Coxey  Army  has  been  the 
bull  of  endless  jokes.  Yet,  after  all,  there  is  hei  e  a 
factor  worthy  of  consideration  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  studying  sociological  problems.  Phila- 
delphia's delegation,  out  of  perhaps  forty  thou- 
sand unemployed  men,  was  only  three  score  or  so. 
This  contingent  was  largely  rag,  lag,  and  bobtail. 

The  last  of  ihe  Wistar  Brothers,  long  and  well 
known  among  all  Philadelphians,  has  just  died. 
They  were  exceedingly  eccentric  and  hittetly 
hostile  to  all  improvements.  At  one  lime  they 
were  immensely  wealthy,  but  their  policy  steadily 
educed  their  wealth.  The  statement  of  the 
valuation  of  their  propeities  foots  up  $1,357,900, 
but  the  encumbrances  and  indebtedness  leave 
only  about  $300,000  all  told,  which  will  be  applied 
to  a  free  library  and  other  charities,  provided  that 
the  heirs-at  law  do  not  scatler  that  among  the 
lawyers.  Very  little  regret  has  been  expressed  at 
their  death,  their  churlishness,  their  retrogressive- 
ness,  and  their  lack  of  public  spirit  alienating 
public  interest.  It  does  not  appear  thai  a  single 
individual  mourns  their  death.  In  one  instance 
a  citizen  sought  to  put  chase  a  small  bit  of  un- 
occupied ground,  hut  they  would  not' Sell,  and 
he  had  to  build  his  fine  house  much  after  the  shape 
of  a  wedge  of  cheese  in  consequence.  Again,  they 
bitterly  opposed  the  taking — by  Government  con- 
demnation— of  a  piece  of  land  for  the  site  for  the 
new  United  States  Mint,  though  all  the  other  pro- 
perty-holders were  perfectly  reasonable  in  their 
dealings  with  the  Government. 

Thet  e  is  no  let-up  as  yet  in  the  business  depres- 
sion. Philadelphia  is  largely  a  manufacturing 
city,  and  a  great  many  of  ils  industries,  iron, 
cotton  and  woollen,  etc.,  are  at  a  standstill.  Thete 
is  not  much  impatience,  however.  Congress 
loileis  along,  and  everything  is  uncertain.  It  is 
a  bad  time  for  any  one  lo  start  a  new  enterprise 
in  or  about  Philadelphia  now,  in  the  way  of  manu- 
factures or    trade.    Talking,  yesterday,  with  a 


couple  of  Japanese  gentlemen,  they  stated  that 
their  coiinirymen  in  trade  in  thin  city  are  making 
earnest  efToits  to  gel  out  of  business  and  go  back 
to  Japan,  because  things  aie  so  dull  here. 

In  tlie  religions  woi  Id  there  lias  been  a  great 
stir  among  the  chinches  this  winter,  and  large 
ingathei  ings  of  conveils  are  repoited.  This  is 
almost  always  the  case  simultaneously  with  dap)  es 
sion  in  commercial  matleis.  The  Missionary  Socie- 
ties, now  just  closing  (heir  financial  year,  all  repoi  t, 
as  a  result  of  the  haid  times,  gieat  deficits  in  (heir 
incomes.  The  missionaries  in  Japan  may  expect 
to  have  lo  practise  a  rigid  economy  in  the  year 
just  ahead.  The  gieat  annual  gatherings  of  the 
Presbyterians  and  Baptists  aie  to  he  held  in 
May,  from  the  17th  onwards,  and  both  bodies 
mee(  this  year  at  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York 
State.  The  great  Christian  Endeavour  Society, 
with  its  tens  of  thousands  of  delegates,  is  busily 
planning  for  its  July  meeting  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


PAUL  ANJIRO; 
or  the  Introduction  of  Christianity 
(Roman  Catholicism)  in  Japan. 

—  

TRANSLATED  AND  ABRIDGED  BY  G.  K.  DIBNST. 

(CONTINUED  PROM  SATURDAY.) 

VIII. 

There  was  a  very  rich  nobleman  in  Yamaguchi 
named  Nailo,  who  with  his  wife,  had  already 
heard  about  Christianity,  but  refused  to  accept  it 
for  the  reason  that  they  feared  their  revenue 
would  be  cut  short.  Since  however,  they  did,  in 
a  measure,  believe  in  Christianity,  they  assis'ted 
Xavier  and  his  companions  in  various  ways. 
They  also  gave .  of  their  bounty  to  (he  poor  who 
had  become  Christians.  In  dispensing  their 
chaiity  they  did  not  forget  the  Buddhists,  but 
built  for  them  a  temple,  and  gave  freely  to  die 
piiests,  and  on  this  account  they  were  loved  by 
all,  whether  Buddhist  or  Christian.  They  sup- 
posed by  this  that  they  were  doing  (he  will  of  God. 

Xavier  showed  them  their  folly  and  superstition 
and  took  pains  to  point  out  the  fraudulent  acts  of 
priests.  His  explanations  were  very  long,  too  long 
for  record,  here,  but  the  nobleman  and  his  wife 
replied,  "The  Buddhist  preists  can  not  live  without 
support.  All  who  work  must  live."  From  this 
the  nobleman's  faith  in  Christianity  was  doubted. 

The  other   nobles,    being   convinced  of  their 
superstition,  ceased    to  give  for  support  of  the 
Priesthood,  and  (lie  priests  were,  011  this  account 
compelled  to  forsake  their  temples  and  resort  to 
other  employment.    Buddhism  gradually  lost  its 
power,  and  the  new  light  spead  by  the  teaching 
of  the  saint  and  his  companions,  throughout  the 
whole    province   of    Yamaguchi.     Xavier  was 
treated  as  a  great  saint.    One  particular  reason 
why  he  was  so  highly  honoured  by  the  people,  was 
because  of  his  miracles,  performed  by  means  of 
divine  water  and  the  cross.    He  healed  all  manner 
of  diseases:  even  the  deaf  were  made  to  hear  and 
the  dumb  to  speak.  In  this  connection  we  must  not 
forget  to  mention  his  clear  answer  10  the  people, 
especially   the  Buddhists,  on  the  immortality  of 
the  soul,  the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  eclipses 
of  the  sun  and  moon,  the  colours  of  the  rainbow, 
signs  of  Divine  mercy,  paradise,  and  hell.  His 
words  were  short,  but  fid  of  meaning.    The  delight 
and  satisfaction  of  the  people  at  his  answers  was 
like,  m  sweetness,  to  the  manna  in  the  wilderness 
given  at  the  time  of  greatest  need.  They  were  like 
the  words  of  the  Apostle— easily  understood. 

The  Japanese  people  weie  astonished  at  these 
miraculous  deeds.  They  supposed  that  Xavier 
alone  had  the  power  to  perform  these  miracles 
So  when  Xavier  left  Yamaguchi  and  Torres  came 
in  his  stead,  the  Buddhist  priests  said  among 
themselves  that  "This  man  is  not  like  Xavier,  he 
has  not  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  sa'int, 
neither  can  he  answer  our  questions  with  such 
simple  and  clear  words." 

In  a  letter  of  Antony  Carta  to  Jack  Milon 
(?),  the  pastor  of  Province,  in  Portugal,  four  years 
after  thedepa.ture  of  Xavier  from  Japan,  he  says: 
—"A  Japanese  told  me  (ha  t  Xavier  performed  three 
miracles  in  Japan  ;  he  made  the  dumb  to  speak, 
the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the  lame  to  walk."  He  also 
said  that  Xavier  was  esteemed  as  the  greatest 
European  in  Japan,  and  that  the  other  teachers 
could  not  be  compared  with  him.  Xavier  had  the 
faculty  of  comprehending  the  questions  of  the 
people  to  such  an  extent  that  he  sometimes  answer- 
ed ten  of  them  by  a  single  word.  The  others  an- 
swered each  question  separately."  On  being  told 
that  perhaps  the  questions  to  Xavier  were  similar 
he  replied  that  they  were  very  dissimilar  and  on' 
very  different  subjects. 

God  endowed  the  saint  with  remarkable  lingui- 
stic powers,  by  which  he  readily  learned  the  lan-i 


guage  of  India  anil  that  ol  Japan.  I(  is  also 
•aid  that  he  was  able  to  preach  in  Chinese,  illOUgl 
having  never  really  studied  that  language,  It  was 
his  custom  to  pi  each  in  Japanese  every  afternoon. 
His  tone  and  accent  was  so  like  the  Japanese  dial 
the  people  could  not  distinguish  the  slightest 
tinge  of  foreign  accent. 

Xavier  tariied  in  Yamaguchi  only  about  one 
year,  duiing  which  lime  he  baptized  more  (hree 
thousand  Japanese,  among  whom  weie  nobles 
who  prelered  (he  blessings  of  God  lo  the  favou. 
of  their  king.  These  people  immediately  built  a 
a  church  in  which  they  held  daily  services.  The 
saint  once  rema.ked  :--"Is  it  not  a  cheerful  thought 
that  in  all  pails  of  (his  land  the  people  piaise  the 
name  of  Christianity,  the  name  they  bilteily  op- 
posed yesteiday  they  piotect  and  defend  to  day." 
This  thought  he  communicated  lo  the  bishop  of 
the  Jesuit  church  in  Europe. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  the 
saint  is  of  interest.    He  says  "  I  am  well,  though 
my  hair  is  snowy  white.    I  always  rejoice  when 
instructing  people  who   seek   after   truth.  The 
greatest  pleasure  lever  experienced  was  in  Yama 
guclu,    where    I   obtained    permission    from  the 
territorial  lord  to  preach  in  his  province.     By  the 
preaching  of  our  doctrine,    (he  influence  of  the 
Buddhist    priests  was  set  at  naught.    The  most 
haughty  enemies  of  Christianity  were  converted 
and  the  songs  of  victory  of  these  converts,  when' 
debating  with  the   Buddhist  priests,  were  powe 
ful.     They  endeavoured   with  all  (heir  might  to 
extinguish  the  dim  light  of  heathenism,  in  which 
they  were  signally   successful.     Ths  reports  of 
daily  converts  was  exceedingly  encouraging  and 
I  thus  forgot  my  pain  and  troubles  occasioned  by 
severe  labour.      I  am  now  rewarded   with  joy 
lhis  Divine  comfort  can  never  be  erased  from  my 
memory.    I   write,  therefore,  these  things  unto 
you,  not  only  that  I  want  to  tell  you  the  condition 
of  Christianity  in  Japan;  but  that  I  believe  you 
and  (hose  who  ate  with  you  in  the  University  will 
share  my  feelings  at  this  success.    Let  the  young 
men  who  are  studying  theology  understand  that 
to  enjoy  this    heavenly    comfort    and    lead  the 
heathen  to  righteousness,  they  must  labour  and 
surfer  for  truth  s  sake." 

In  another  letter  he  remarked  that  "  It  was  t 
Yamaguchi  where  we  preached  every  day,  where 
we  debated  with  the  Buddhists  and  sorcerers  and 
where  we  converted  the  noble  and  learned  .0 
Christianity,  and  where  we  have  defeated  heathen- 
ism  after  much  discussion,  by  the  grace  of 
our  1 Lord.  The  people  had  never  heard  from  the 
Buddhists  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  when  we 
told  them  the  doctrine  respecting  this  subject  they 
were  amazed  and  admired  the  truth  as  told  them  " 
"The  people  of  Yamaguchi  revered  Xavier  and 
and  became  much  interested  in  his  sermons  but 
they  were  somewhat  obstinate  in  believing,  for  thev 
had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  in  their  religion 
They  worshipped  a  Chinese,  the  founder  of  their 
religion,  as  a  great  father  and  the  greatest  of  all 
saints. 

The  following  are  some  of  (he  most  important 
tilings  recorded  in  Xavier's  autobiography.  "The 
people  of  Yamaguchi  asked  me  a  great  many  ques- 
tions concerning  the  first  cause,  which  I  explained 
to  them.     They  asked  for  instance,  •  What  are  the 
attnbutes  of  the  heavenly  God?     It  he  good  or 
evil/    Or  are  his  atti  ibutes  both  good  and  evil  V 
1  explained  to  them  that  our  Lord  was  theSupreme 
God  and  the  source  of  all  good.     But  they  would 
not  believe  this  and  said,  'The  devil  is,  from  the 
beginning,  evil,  and  the  greatest  enemy  of  man. 
Why    then    should  God,    whom  you  say  is  the 
bupreme  Good,  create  such  a  being?    There  can 
be  no  reason   for  this.'     I  answered  them,  God 
endowed   Satan,  in  the  first  place,   with  a  good 
natu.e,  but   he  revolted  against  God,   and  thus 
became  evil  and  was  cast  into  eternal  punishment. 
I  hey    soon    began  criticising,    saying    that,   '  If 
Crod    put    such    a    terrible    punishment    on  the 
created,  he  is  not  good  but  extremely  evil,'  and 
then  continued.    "If  God  created  man  in  orde. 
to  be  reverenced  and  worshipped  by  him,  why 
does  he  allow  the  devil  to  tempt  and  pe,  secute  all 
humanity?    If  God  is  true  and  . ighte&us why  had 
he  not  the  power  to  create  man  in  such  a  way  that 
lie  could  not  obey  nor  follow  the  devil  ?    Was  God 
unable  to  save   man  from   sin  and  misfortune? 
bince  God  has  created  hell  in  the  middle  of  the 
eaith  can  we  suppose  that  his  attributes  can  be 
Good  ?     If  good,  does  He  not  pity  ihose  who  are 
anguishing  and    in  torment,  being  punished  in 
hell?     Moreover,  if  he  is  just,  He  would  never 
have    given  such    strict    commandments,  which 
are  impossible  to  keep.'     Still,  they  themselves 
thought  that  Christianity  is  superior  to  all  other 
religions,  because,  thought  they,  the  Founder  of 
this    religion    will    redeem   us    from    hell  even 
though  we  may  have  fallen  therein,  if  we  implore 
him  for  mercy.     They  could  not  believe  that  they 
would  be  cast  ,„to  hell  forever  without  the  possi- 


bility of   redemption,     For  this  reason  they 

thought  that  (he  Christian  religion  was  more 
■narcirul  and  compassionate  than  oilier  religions. 
Ilw  above  weie  the  most  perplexing  question* 
which  weie  asked.  The  author  intimates  that  these 
questions  caused  a  good  deal  of  instability  in  the 
f.nlli  of  the  believers. 

The  reason  why  Xavier  did  not  record  his  an- 
suns,  which  some  think  he  should  have  done,  i« 
foi  the  simple  reason  that  this  autobiograpy  was 
to  go  before  the  bishops  of  the  Jesuit  church,  who 
weie  his  supeiiors,  and  not  ignorant  of  llie  doc- 
trines of  Ihechiirch  011  these  questions.  Moreover 
they  weie  questions  from  heathens,  and  have  been 
brought  against  Christianity  from  ancient  tunes 
and  are  not  new.    Another  reason  for  not  record- 
ng   them  is  that  they  are  clearly  and  minutely 
answe.ed  111  the  woiksof  the  Fathers,  Tertullian 
Augustine,  Origen,  and  others,  in  their  replies 
to  the  heathen   philosophers.     Xavier  was  very 
circumspect  and  supposed  that  it  would  be  ill- 
bred  for  him  to  recor d  his  answers  in  documents 
that  should  go  before  his  teachers,  for  whom  he 
lad  such  great  respect.    The  reason  why  he  wrote 
these  questions  for  his  teachers  in  Europe,  was  to 
mfoim  them  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Japan 
and  to  pursuade  them  to  send  more  teachers  to 
'  elp  him,.     The  answeis  alone  would  make  quite 
a  volume. 

The  author  of  the  work  from  which  we  translate 
the  above,  says  very  pertinently,  that  "The  his- 
tor  lan  must  avoid  recording  hindrances  and  stumb- 
ling blocks,  for  the  reason  that  these  works  are 
extensively  read  by  men  and  women,  the  learned 
and  unlearned.  This  is  the  reason  why  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  omit  the  record  of  hindrances,  bv  a 
trifling  people."11  y 

But  after  reconsidering,  says  the  author,  these 
things  are  not  only  the  simple  records  of  Xavier, 
but  ate  also  written  in  bis  Biography.  Moreover' 
when  I  read  the  works  of  violent  Protestants,  who 
use  false  premises  in  discussions,  I  can  not  remain 
silent,  and  am  compelled  to  record  here  the  above 
facts.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  here  the 
clear  and  perfect  answers  to  the  questions,  but  lhis 
will  be  done  later  on  when  I  notice  the  discussions 
of  the  Buddhist  priests  with  Xavier  and  Torres  in 
Yam  aguchi. 

In  order  to  show  the  ability  of  Xavier  in  so 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  answering  the  questions 
of  the  people,  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  here  a  few. 

more  words,  taken  from  his  letters.    He  says  :  

"  B5'  Hie  gieat  mercy  and  guidance  of  God,  I  was 
enabled  to  explain  all  these  hard  questions  and 
dispe.se  the  doubts  of  my  hearers.    After  the  ex- 
planation    of   these   questions   I  bapiized  more 
than  five  hundred  people,   and  this  number  is 
daily    increasing."     At  the   end   of   this  letter 
the  saint  expresses  his  great  joy  at  the  multitude 
of  idolators  who  came  to  listen  to  his  sermons  at 
Yamaguchi.    He  had  never  had  such  pleasure  be- 
fore.   He  says,  "  I  am  exceedingly  glad  because 
1  have  confuted  and  humbled  the  Buddhists."  In 
a  later  letter  he  says,  "  I  have  no  day  of  rest,  for 
I  am  constantly  busy  with  my  daily  sermons 
preaching  to  crowds  of  Buddhisls  and  nobles  who 
come  to  hear  me.    The  chapel  became  too  small 
to  accommodate  them  all,  and  yet,  with  various 
questions,  they  begged  me  to  explain  away  their 
superstitions.     I  answered  them  as  clearly  as  pos- 
sible  and  they  understood  me  thoroughly.  Finally 
they,  themselves,  saw  the  fallacy  of  their  religion 
and  the  truth  of  Christianity.    Hence,  in  a  few 
days,  and  after  some  short  discussions,  they  ac- 
cepted Christianity  and  were  baptized." 

He  also  stated  that  whenever  he  had  a  discus- 
sion with  the  Buddhist  priests  he  never  failed  to 
confute  their  arguments.  The  congregations  were 
always  satisfied  with  his  statements  and  assured 
him  that  he  had  gained  the  victory  over  his  foes 
His  arguments  greatly  assisted  good  converts  in 
refilling  the  Buddhists. 

There  are  many  more  records  left  by  Xavier 
respecting  his  work  in  Japan,  but  we  omit  them 
heie.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  many  people 
high  and  low,  Buddhists  and  Confucianists  be- 
came Christians,  worked  for  the  saint,  and  in 
some  instances  sacrificed  themselves  for  the  truth 
of  Christianity.  This  is  proof  of  the  firmness  with 
which  (he  Japanese  took  hold  of  the  Truth. 

In  concluding  this  section,  we  boldly  state  that 
the  foundation  of  the  success  of  the  doctrine  of 
Christianity  in  Japan  is  due  the  toil  and  sufferings 
of  Xavier  and  his  attendants.  It  was  by  this  that 
they  were  enabled  to  dispel  the  superstition  and 
doubts  of  the  people.  It  would  not  be  extravagant 
to  say  that,  all  those  not  void  of  conscience,  were 
affected  by  the  preaching  of  Xavier  and  his 
associates. 

IX. 

Chiistianity  progressed  daily.    Xavier  perceiv- 
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g  this  success  was  greatly  pleased,  but  .info 
luSateJy,  a«  event  occurred  just  at  tins  time  w  c 
compelled  Lis  return  to  India  at  once.  rhe  man 
who  brought  this  intelligence  was  the  captain  of  a 
Portuguese  vessel,  whose  name  was  Ldouard  de 
Garoa  and  whose  ship  was  now  at  anchor  m  e 
harbour  of  Hizen,  about  one  mile  distant  from  the 
city  of  Bungo,  and  about  fifty  miles  from  Yama- 
euihi.  Desiring  to  see  Xavier,  he  secured  a  pass- 
port  from  the  lord  of  Bungo  permitting  the  saint 
to  pass  through  his  province. 

Xavier  had,  for  a  long  time,  desired  to  enter  the 
land  of  Bungo,  and  now  that  he  had  a  passport 
for  this  purpose,  he  was  exceedingly  glad  and 
immediately  wrote  to  To.res,  whom  he  left  at 
Hirato,  to  come  at  once  to  Yamaguclu.  Torres 
entrusted  all  the  affairs  of  the  newly  erected 
church  at  Hirato  to  an  old  man  of  that  place,  and 
immediately  took  his  depa.ture,  but  on  arriving 
at  Yamaguchi  he  learned  that  Xavier  had  already 

g°At'this  time  peculiar  gossip  was  afloat  to  the 
effect  that,  the  saint  would  never  return  to  Yama- 
guchi,  and  the  Christians  of  the  city  in  conse- 
quence, sank  into  deepest  sorrow.  When  he  day 
of  departu-e  approached,  Xavier  assembled  all 
the  believers  in  the  church  and  admonished  them 
to  be  strong  in  the  faith  :  in  which  they  should 
increase  more  and  more  day  by  day. 

He  entrusted  all  the  affairs  of  Ins  pupils  and 
his  church  to  Torres  and  his  comrade,  John  fer- 
nandez.  HeMhen  took  his  people  by  the  hand 
and  said  — "  To-day  we  have  reached  a  time  when 
we  must  pray  and  petition  the  Lord  Almighty  to 
bestow  His  tenderest  mercy  upon  you  all.  Hie 
Lord  on  high  has  the  power  to  bestow  this  mercy 
upon  man.  He  will  freely  give  this  to  aU  those 
who  bathe  in  the  glory  of  the  Gospel.  He  will 
bestow  upon  us  the  eve.  lasting  blessings,  and 
not  on  us  alone,  but  on  all  those  who  believe  in 
him  I  can  not  tell  when  I  shall  meet  you  again 
in  this  wicked  world,  but  I  hope  to  meet  with  you 
all  in  the  promised  Paradise  where  there  can  be 
no  more  parting."  When  he  finished  speaking 
the  people  bade  him  farewell  with  tear-mo.stened 
eyes,  and  he,  when  he  heard  their  giief  and  sighs, 
could  scarcely  leave  them. 

His  departu.e  caused  the  lord  of  Yamaguclu 
much  grief,  which  in  turn  augmented  the  grief  of 
Xavier      The  Buddhists  took  advantage  of  his 
depa.ture  to  circulate  a  slanderous  report  that, 
the  saint  was  in   intrigue  with   the  Portuguese 
against  the  lord  of  Yamaguchi.    Tins  report  gain- 
edsuch  prominence  that  the  lord  himself  feared 
it  might  be  true,  and  in  consequence  ordered  the 
enforcement  of  the  old  law,  which  did  not  go  so 
far  as  to  expel  or  exterminate  the  Christians,  but 
which  permitted  the  people  to  shamefully  abuse 
them  and  confiscate  their  property.    Some  of  this 
even  happened   before  Xavier  had  gone,  but  he 
could  not  delay  his  departure.     He  took  with  him 
Malhew,  Bemer,  and  Roland,  about  whom  men- 
tion was  made  in  preceding  pages.    At  the  time 
of  his  departure,  two  young  princes  of  the  o.d 
besought  Xavier  to  become  his  companions,  which 
was  granted.    They  had  .ecently  come  into  pos 
session  of  land,  the  income  of  which  amounted  to 
more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  annually.  Be 
cause  of  their  actions,  they  were  at  once  disinherit 
ed  by  the  lord,  but  when  they  became  Christians 
they  gave  themselves  no  anxiety  about  their  tern 
poral  loss,  but  trusted  in  the  injunction  of  the  Bibl 
which  says,  "  Seek  the  treasures  of  poverty,  and 
love   them    mo.e    than    worldly    treasures  and 

lands."18  ^,         .  . 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  November,  1 551,  when 
Xavier  sta.ted  on  his  journey."    It  might  have 
been  more  pleasant  for  him  to  go  by  boat,  but  he 
preferred  to  go  by  land,  and  on  foot      He  himself 
carriedan  instrument  of  marble  called  a  "Caliph 
used  in  the  celebration  of  the  service.    This,  with 
other  instruments,  he  ca.ried  on  his  back,  refusing 
to  entrust  them  to  othei  s  because  they  contained 
some  precjousaiid  necessary  implements  of  worshjp. 

When  only  a  short  distance  on  his  way,  his  feet 
suddenly  became  swollen,  but  be  did  not  inu. ....... 

and  continued  his  journey  to  a  village  called 
Hirasuka,  not  far  from  from  the  city  of  Hizen, 
whe.e  he  became  so  exhausted  that  he  could  not 
move  another  step.  Three  of  his  companions, 
Malthieu,  Bemer,  and  Roland  went  in  advance  to 
whe.  e  the  Portuguese  ships  were  at  anchor  and  re- 
ported the  coming  of  Xavier  to  the  captain. 
Captain  Gama  now  ordered  all  the  merchants 
and  sailors  in  the  po.t  of  Hizen  10  welcome  the 
saint.  They  held  a  consultation  and  decided  to 
go  on  horseback  to  meet  him. 

When  Xavier  recovered  a  little  of  his  strength, 
he  p.oceeded  to  Hizen,  and  when  about  one  mile 
distant  he  was  met  by   this  company  of  Foitu- 

'»  Literally  translated.  ,  . 

"  Le  30  novembre  de  1'annee  1J51.    See  Hutotri  del  Jtsmlis 
por  Adolphe  Boucher. 
*«  So  spelled  in  Kana. 


guese  cavalry,  still  carrying  the  instruments  on 
his    back    and   accompanied  by  the  two  young 
noblemen  from  Yamaguchi.     As  soon  as  Captain 
Gama  saw  him  coming  he,  with  his  comrades, 
dismounted,  and  advanced  towards  Xavier  be  ore 
whom  he  bowed,  and  with  his  comrades  took  h.rr. 
by  the  hand  and  welcomed  him.    Xavier  returned 
the  bow  with  tear-filled  eyes  and  thanked  them 
for  their  kindness.     The  Portuguese  tried  to  pur- 
suade  him  to  mount  a  horse  and  ride  the  remain 
der  of  the  way,  hut  he  would  not,  lor  he  preferred 
walking.    The  Po.tuguese,  leading  their  horses, 
walked  with  the  saint  to  the  po.t  whe.e  the  . 
bade  him  farewell. 

Captain  Gama  commanded  the  sailors  to  pre- 
pare a  public  reception  on  board  ship.  The  com- 
mand was  obeyed  and  the  ship  was  adorned  with 
flags  of  diffe.ent  colours,  the  decks  were  nicely 
carpeted,  and  the  marines,  in  regular  order,  man- 
ned the  guns.  The  sight  was  ve.y  imposing,  and 
when  the  cannons  were  fired  the  Japanese  were 
greatly  amazed.  The  roar  of  the  guns  echoed 
through  the  city,  even  to  the  palace  of  the  ord  of 
Bungo.  The  lord  knew  not  the  reason  of  this  de- 
monstration, and  thought  that  pirates  had  attacked 
the  Portuguese  ships,  and  immediately  sent  Ins 
attendant  to  Captain  Gama  in  order  to  help  him 
if  necessary.  , 

Captain  Gama  explained  to  the  attendant  the 
cause  of  this  firing  of  cannon,  and  said  :   "  This  is 
nothing  but  the  ceremonies  of  the  reception  of  this 
divine,"  pointing  to  Xavier,  "  given  111  the  same 
manner  as  towards  a  king  or  a  noble.      Ihe  at 
tenant  was  astonished  at  this  and  thouglit  there 
was  no  occasion  to  pay  stjfti  respect  to  Xavier, 
for  he  had  heard  the  slanderous  reports  of  the 
Buddhists  of  Yamaguchi.    He  said  to  Gama  "  I 
have  no  message  to  take  to  my  lord,  for  as  I  have 
iust  heard,  your  respect  for  Xavier  is  like  that 
towa.d  nobles  ;  but  the  Buddhists  of  Yamaguchi  re* 
ported  recently  that  Xavier  communed  with  devils 
and  is  a  sorcerer.     They  also  say  that  he  is  a 
poor.depiaved  man,  a  magician,  who,  by  his  magic 
tore  down  castles,  and  with  his  magical  wand  does 
great  harm  to  the  people,  which  they  have  wit- 
nessed with  their  own  eyes.  Even  the  worms  on  his 
body  refuse  to  eat  his  flesh  and  suck  his  blood.  Be- 
cause of  this  evil  talk  of  the  Buddhists  the  people 
hated  both  Xavier  and  his  doctrine,  still  my  lord 
is  a  clear-headed  man  and  will  not  readily  believe 
all  they  say.  If  you  will  give  proof  of  the  value  and 
dignity  of  this  person,  my  lord  will  suppress  the 
slander  of  the  Buddhists  and  will  aid  yon 

The  captain  at  once  showed  him  proof  of  Xavier  s 
standing  and  his  virtue  as  a  great  man.    He  said 
to   the  attendant:    "This  man   is,  by  birth  a 
wealthy  man,  but  is  naturally  opposed  to  prod 
ealitv  and  luxury,  and  well-satisfied  with  pove.ty. 
His  p.incipal  desire  is  to  lead  men  to  a  realization 
of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  and  to  fellowship  with 
God     He  never  thinks  of  worldly  treasure.  He 
is  a 'righteous  and  greatly  learned  man,  and  free 
from  lust     The  Lord  has,  therefore,  given  him 
the  power  to  raise  the  dead,  lo  still  the  tempest, 
and  to  foresee  the  future  distinctly.     The  truth  of 
this  you  can  ascertain  from  every  Portuguese  and 
Indian     He  has  also  performed  mi.  acles  in  Japan, 
the  most  renowned  of  which  is  the  resuscitation 
of  a  eirl  in  Kagoshima.    If  you  have  any  doubt 
on  this  matter  enquire  of  the  lord  of  that  place 
and  he  will  give  you  the  details      I  his  man  is 
indeed  an  extraordinary  ma...     His  good  deeds 
and  his  golden  words  exceed  in  grandeur  that 
which  any  one  can  describe." 

The  attendant,  on  hearing  this,  hastened  to  his 
lord  and  told  him  that  the  Portuguese  vessels  were 
loaded  with  the  entire  t.easure  of  the  Orient,  a 
sacred  and  divine  man  who  is  far  happier  than 
thev  The  lo.d  of  Bungo  was  only  about  twenty 
five  vears  of  age  at  this  time.  He  was  wise,  d.g 
nified  and  solemn.  But  he  had  fallen  into  carnal 
affection  for  women,  according  to  the  Japanese 
custom  and  believed  all  the  women  said.  He  was, 
until  this  lime,  deceived  by  the  Buddhists,  yet  re- 
fused to  see  Xavier.    Nevertheless  after  hearing 


ised  10  sec  ^v^v.i...   -  -- 

.lea.lyfrom  his  attendant  about  Xavier,  the  de- 
sire  to  see  him  increased,  and  he  immediately  sent 
his  heir  on  a  visit  to  Xavier  with  a  letter  inviting 
him  to  his  palace.     In  this  letter  he  says,     I  send 
word  to  an  honorable  missionary  of  Portugal  with 
fear  and  respect.   Your  coming  to  my  country  is  a 
great  blessing,  and  we  think,  when  we  hear  your 
praises  of  God's  grace,  that  you  were  sent  here  by 
Him.    To-day    I  sent  my  servant  to  you  who 
brought  me  the  report  thai  you  had  landed  in 
Hizen,  having  come  from  Yamaguchi    At  this  my 
joy  was  gieat,  which  my  family  we  I  knows.  Un- 
fortunately, I  have  not  yel  had  a  favourable  op- 
po.tunity  of  seeing  and  hea.ingyou,  I  shall  there- 
fete  gladly  await  your  coming.  I  humbly  beg  yon 
to  come  to  me  to-morrow  morning  before  the  dawn 
of  day,  and  beg  you  to  enter  from  the  .ear  gate. 
Be  not  displeased  with  impoliteness,  hut  have  pity 
upon  me  and  respect  my  true  desire.    I  vow  unto 


you  the  truthfulness  of  my  own  heart.  I  pray  to 
your  Lord  to  impart  your  straightforward  and 
simple  character  to  my  posterity,  so  that  my  heirs 
may  not  be  dissipated  and  proud.  I  fear  princi- 
pally Ihe  superstitions  of  my  country-men.  I  will 
be  waiting  for  your  answer— joy ful  tidings.  I 
will  also  awail  your  coming,  rising  early  111  the 
morning  as  soon  as  the  cocks  herald  the  approach 
of  day. 

This  letter  was  delivered  by  the  young  heir, 
who  was  accompanied  by  thirty  young,  and  one 
old  man.  This  old  man  was  a  very  excellent  man 
in  Bungo  and  brother-in-law  to  the  lord.  Xavier 
received  this  letter  and  answered  it  at  once.  He  in- 
vited the  heir  into  the  ship,  at  which  time  ihey  fired 
a  salute  in  honour  of  the  heir,  who  looking  back 
to  his  attendants  said  :  "  How  supremely  great  is 
the  Divine  favour  towards  the  foreigners!  The 
Lord  made  these  met  chants,  who  come  here  from 
the  distant  corner  of  the  earth,  to  honour  this  poor 
and  humble  missionary  by  firing  cannons!" 

After  the  heir  had  returned,  Gama  and  his  com- 
rades turned  to  Xavier  and  said  :  "  It  is  customary 
in  Japan  to  despise  poverty  and  exalt  1  iches,  as 
you  well  know  from  your  experiences  in  Yama- 
guchi. The  Buddhists  have  reviled  you  as  a 
miserable  man.  Though  some  of  the  nobles  and 
lords  longed  to  possess  your  vi.tues,  yel  ihe 
majority  of  the  people  could  nol  appreciate  you, 
neither  obey  nor  respect  you.  In  order  to  frustrate 
their  superstitions,  and  pursuade  them  to  respect 
the  preachers  of  Christianity  and  its  doctrines, 
you  must  at  once  change  your  extreme  humility 
and  appear  before  the  lord  in  splendid  apparel.  For 
what  you  are  aboul  to  do  pertains  to  the  honour 
and  glory  of  God." 

Thus  the  Portuguese  discussed  earnestly  with 
Xavier.    He  withstood  them  boldly  and  replied 
to  them  as  he  did  to  the  merchants  in  Hirato. 
He  said:  "The  preachers  are  representatives  of 
Christ     They  should  be  humble  and  wear  humble 
clothing  as  Christ  did.    The  Lord  might,  in  such  a 
case,  bestow  His  grace  upon  us  in  such  a  measuie 
as  to  conquer  the  luxury  of  the  Buddhists  with  our 
humility.    This  you  should  all  understand.  Chris- 
tianity should  never  be  afraid  to  stand  before  the 
people  in  pove.ty,  and  we  need  not  live  u«  luxury 
io  win  the  souls  of  men.    The  Christian  should 
manifest  his  virtues  in  holy  deeds  instead  of  words. 
Thus  let  the  heathen  acknowledge  the  truth  and 
sublimity  of  Christianity."    Notwithstanding  these 
and  previous  explanations,  the  Portuguese  insisted 
that  he  should  put  on  fine  clothes  in  order  that  the 
Buddhists14  should  not  despise  him  and  say  that 
he  came  to  beg  his  bread.    They  further  said  that 
they  would  not  only  despise  the  man,  but  his 
religion  also,  and  say  that  he  has  no  foundation 
for  his  doctrine.    This  they  very  much  regretted 
before  the  heathen,  and  parliculaly  ill  thwCMC, 
when  he.was  to  appear  before  the  lord.    With  this 
exception  he  might  do  as  he  liked. 

This  argument  of  the  Portugese  greatly  puzzled 
Xavier  and  he  was  at  last  compelled  lo  obey.  He 
immediately  changed  his  old  clothes  for  better 
ones,  and  started  with  a  magnificent  procession  to 
the  home  of  the  lord.    He  was  preceded  by  the 
Portuguese  in  splended  uniform,  wilh  golden  straps 
on  their  shoulders  and  feathers  in  their  caps.  This 
procession  was  followed  by  the  servants  in  ord.- 
nary  uniform.  Xavier  was  clothed  in  black  woollen 
cloth,  with  green  velvet  hanging  from  his  neck,  and 
agilt  edgedsca.f  hanging  from  his  shoulders.  Ihey 
all  sailed  in  a  boal  which  was  carpeted  wilh  a  hue 
Chinese  carpet  and  decorated  with  various  flags, 
and  as  they  sailed  over  the  placid  waters  they 
were  lustily  cheered  by  the  band  of  music  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  ships.    This  procession  was 
escorted  10  Kokufuguchi.    This  cannon's  roar  was 
heard  fa.  and  near  as  it  echoed  down  the  valleys 
and  around  the  hillside.     Great  crowds  of  people 
had,  out  of  curiosity,  assembled  on  the  seashore 
so  that  the  Portuguese  could  hardly  effect  a  land- 
ing      In  Ibis  ciowd  was  an  officer  of  rank  waiting 
to  escort  Xavier,  with  a  sedan  chair,  to  the  palace 
which  he,  Xavier,  however,  refused  and  walked  in 
the  procession  to  the  palace.  , 

Captain  Gama,  taking  Xavier  by  the  hand, 
as  a  guard,  headed  the  procession.  They  were 
followed  by  five  Portuguese  officers,  one  of  whom 
held  above  his  head  the  Bible  wrapped  in  silk. 
Another  carried  a  picture  of  the  mother  of 
Christ  wrapped  in  scarlet  silk,  another  carried 
a  bamboo  cane  from  Bengal  ornamented  with  a 
golden  apple,  while  another  held,  over  Xavier  s 
head,  a  large  umbrella.  This  p.  ocession  marched 
in  greatest  solemnity.  The  people  came  f.om 
every  nook  and  comer,  until  the  windows  and 
roofs  of  the  houses  by  the  way  were  full  of  gazing 
countenances,  to  witness  the  procession. 

Xavier  arrived  at  the  lo.d's  palace  and  was 
welcomed  by  Hizendono,  who  was  accompanied 
by  five  hundred  soldiers,  and  who  escorted  the 


The  word  translated  "  Buddhists"  has  reference  more  par- 
ticularly to  Buddhist  priests. 
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sainl  to  the  fii  r.t  pat  loin  of  the  palace.  The  livt 
Portuguese  kneeled  befoie  Xavier,  one  holding 
aloft  the  cane  of  Bengal,  another  lemoved  llie 
saint's  velvet  slippeis,  two  held  paiasols  on  eilliei 
side,  while  the  filth  stood  behind  the  saint.  Hve 
Japanese  officer  was  astonished  at  the  reverence 
shown  Xavier  by  the  P01  tuguese.  They  conversed 
with  each  other  saying,  "  The  missionary  is  jusl  the 
opposite  to  what  we  expected  and  theie  is  nothing 
to  he  said  against  him  by  the  Buddhists.  If  the 
lord  meets  this  man  he  will  very  easily  understand 
that  what  the  Buddhists  have  said  is  deceit  and 
slander." 

After  this  formal  ceremony,  Xavier  was  led  to 
a  magnificent  hall,  where  he  found  nobles  in 
elegant  attire.  In  the  midst  of  the  hall  stood  an 
aged  man  with  a  small  child  seven  or  eight  yeais 
old.  The  old  man  took  this  child  by  the  hand 
and  advancing  towards  Xavier,  bowed  very  low, 
and  bade  the  saint  welcome.  The  old  man  said, 
"  Your  honorable  coming  to  my  palace  firings 
great  joy  to  my  lord.  You  are  to  us  like  a  shower 
of  rain  in  a  famine.  The  good  people  of  my 
country,  with  ardent  love,  longed  to  see  you,  and 
(hough  the  wicked  hate  and  pounce  upon  you  as 
tlie  robber  does  on  the  poor  traveller  in  the  wilder- 
ness on  a  dark  night,  we  vow  that  we  love  you 
intensely." 

The  child  then  politely  said,  "  You  have  come 
from  a  far  distant  land  to  my  country  to  pro- 
pagate the  doctrine  of  the  true  God.  But  you 
have  been,  unfortunately,  lidiculed  and  despised 
by  the  people,  yet  you  never  tired  nor  faltered. 
You  are  indeed  courageous  and  truly  brave.  The 
grace  of  God,  whom  you  serve,  is  so  great  that 
your  poverty  is  turned  into  riches.  A  man  of 
such  fervency  can  not  be  found  among  the  Bud- 
dhists. The  Buddhists  themselves  say  that  they 
can  do  nothing  for  the  poor,  and  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  if  the  people  do  not  offer  them  presents 
they,  even  the  women,  can  not  be  saved." 

There  are  many  other  things  which  the  child 
said,  and  in  such  an  elevated  and  educated 
manner  that  Xavier  was  compelled  to  answer  as 
he  would  one  of  great  learning  and  high  rank. 


Xa  vier  now  entered  the  hall  where  he  met 
many  noblemen,  servants  of  the  lord,  dressed  in 
gaudy  uniform.  Though  there  were  many  noble- 
men here  assembled,  two  only  bowed  and  wel- 
comed the  saint.  These  two  men  spoke  in  glowing 
terms  in  their  salutations,  some  of  which  we  note 
as  follows  : — "  Your  honourable  coming  makes  us 
feel  towards  you  as  a  child  who  is  glad  to  see  its 
mother.  All  our  surroundings  urge  us  to  express 
the  joy  of  our  hearts  at  seeing  you.  We  never 
flatter  nor  deceive.  Such  joy  as  we  now  feel  is  to 
the  honour  and  glory  of  the  God  you  preached  at 
Yamaguchi." 

This  address  ended,  each  one  sought  to  lead  the 
saint  into  an  adjoining  room,  but  the  attendant 
who  held  Xavier's  hand  forbade  them,  and  he 
alone  led  him  into  the  room  or  parlour.  From  this 
room  (house)  surrounded  by  orange  trees,  he  was 
led  into  another  and  more  richly  decorated  hall, 
a  most  magnificent  room,  the  floors  of  which  were 
carpeted  with  the  richest  carpet,  the  walls  de 
corated  with  choice  pictures  in  beautifully  carved 
frames  ;  add  to  this  the  rich  robes  of  the  nobles 
and  we  have  a  sight  truly  gorgeous.  This  is  the 
room  where  the  lord  of  Yamaguchi,  Hayashidono, 
younger  brother  of  the  lord  of  Bungo,  entertained 
Xavier.  The  attendant  led  the  saint  to  the  lord, 
then  made  his  bow,  and  retired  to  an  adjoining 
room.  The  brother  of  the  lord  saluted  Xavier  as  he 
would  a  nobleman,  and  said.  "This  is  a  day  of 
great  ceremony  in  the  family  of  the  lord,  and  your 
coming  brings  great  joy  to  him  and  his  household. 
He  feels  happier  than  if  he  had  won  thirty  money- 
vaults  from  China." 

Xavier  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  brother  of 
the  lord  for  his  hospitality,  and  accompanied  this 
brother  into  the  room  of  the  lord  where  many 
noblemen  were  also  assembled.  They  greeted 
Xavier  with  a  cheer,  and  accompanied  him  to  the 
lord  conversing  freely  with  each  other.  The 
Portuguese  followed  Xavier,  and  on  entering  the 
lord's  department  they  found  him  standing  ready 
to  receive  them,  and  as  they  approached  he  ad- 
vanced six  steps  and  bowed  twice.  Xavier  return- 
ed the  salutation  kneeling,  and  shook  the  hand  of 
the  lord  who  now  led  him  to  a  seat  near  the  ruler. 

Now  the  lord  had  heard  of  the  miracles  of  the 
saint  and  his  work  at  Yamaguchi.  This  intensi- 
fied his  reverence  for  the  saint,  though  having 
never  seen  him.  Now  his  desire  was  fulfilled. 
He  had  the  opportunity  to  see  and  hear  form  the 
saint's  own  lips  and  to  converse  freely  with  him. 
His  faith  was  at  once  greatly  strengthened  when 
he  saw  the  virtue,  impartiality,  mildness,  since- 
rity, and  humility  of  the  saint. 

The  people  of  Japan  looked  upon  their  lords  as 
gods,  and  were  never  allowed  to  enter  into  their 


pieseuce,  and  it  was  a  custom  among  the  lore 
when   together,  for  each  one  to   piaise  his  own 
greatness  and  grandeur;  but  the  loidof  Bung 
when  meeting  with  these  foreigners  saw  his  liul 

nesiaud  spoke  to  them  as  to  an  intimate  friend 

After  a  brief  conversation,  the  loi  d  asked  concern 
tug  the  doctrine  he  had   been  preaching,  an 
desired  to  know  the  mystery  of  Christianity,  to 
which  the  saint  readily  replied,  and  made  men 
tion  of  the  greatest  moral  text  111  the  Bible.  Tl 
lord  was  so  affected  that  he  turned  to  his  brothei 
and   said,  "  How  do  you  feel  since  hearing  the 
doctrine  this  missionary  leaches  ?   Methinlcs  there 
can  be  no  more  elevating  doctrine  than  this,  an 
none  more  reasonable,    The  doctrine  of  the  Bud 
dhist  is  like  a  tale,  vague  and  dim.      There  is  no 
reason  in  what  they  say,  neither  are  their  opinions 
reliable.     Their  words  of  to  day  are  changed  on 
the   mot  row.     Vacillating  are  their  woids.  A 
to  the  doctrine  of  Christianity,  on  the  contrary, 
believe  there  ate  none  who  will  protest  against  i 
based,  as  it  is  on  an  immovable  foundation  of  truth. 
If  I  were  allowed  to  speak,  I  would  ask  the  true 
God  in  heaven  why  He  allowed  us  to  sink  into 
such    depths    of    ignorance    for    the    past  h 
dreds   of    years  P    Why   has  He   not  given  us 
the  Light  in  which  the  Gentiles  have  long  since 
delighted?"    While  these  remarks  were  bein, 
made  there  was  in  the  same  room,  a  famous  Bud' 
dhist  priest  named  Hakushio.    When  he  heard 
the  lord  praise  Christianity  and  depreciate  Bud 
dhism  he  arose  as  an  insane  man  and  mockingly 
said,   ','  It  is    not    the  lord's  duly  to  discuss  the 
affairs  of  religion.    He  has  never  studied  in  th 
University  of  Hanjima,  and  how  can  he  argue 
questions  of  such  importance  P    Your  duty  (tut  n 
ing  to  the  lord),  is  to  rule,  and  the  priest's  duty  to 
argue  matters  of  religion.    Though  you  have  ill 
ability  to  discuss  religious  matters,  you  must  first 
inquire  of  the  priest,  the  religious  scholar,  a  pup 
of  Buddha.    Having  done  this  you  may  decide  as 
you  like.    The  priest  is  the  one  to  speak  of  leligion 
not  the  lord,  if  have  you  suspicion  of  my  religion 
ask  any  question  you  like  and  it  will  be  clearly 
answered."    These  words  of  the  priest  aroused 
the  ire  of  the  lord,  but  because  of  the  presence  0 
Xavier  and  the  noblemen,   he  controlled  himself 
and  said  to  the  piiest,  "  If  you  are  in  earnest  in 
what  you  say,  I  will  patiently  hear  you,  and  yoi 
may  boldly  protest  against  what  you  have  heard. 

Hakushio  proudly  gave  the  legend  of  the  life  of 
Buddha,  and  proclaimed  the  truthfullness  of  hi 
religion,  referring  to  the  pure  and  perfect  life  o 
the  piiests,  the  extreme  rigour  with  which  they 
conduct  themselves,  forsaking  all  the  pleasures 
derived  fiom  the  five  senses,  neither  eating  flesl 
nor  fish,  and  that  it  is  their  prerogative  to  teacl 
princes  and  nobles  and  tranquilize  society.  He 
further  stated  that,  "The  one  who   guides  the 
dead  in  the  daikness  of  the  future  and  prays  fo 
a  blessing  on  the  same  in  the  future  would,  is  the 
priest.  The  one  who  communes  with  the  Universe 
the  sun,  the  moon,  the  stars,  the  satellites,  is  the 
Buddhist.    The  Buddhist  enjoys  communion  with 
the  universe,  which  communion  is  sometimes  con 
tinned  throughout  the  night."    The  lord  laughed 
at  this  superstition  and  folly.    The  priest  became 
angry  at  the  lord  and  said  that  he  was  "An  ignorant 
man."  The  lord  commanded  the  priest  to  be  silent 
and  had  him  taken  from  the  room  by  his  brother. 
The  brother  said  to  the  priesl,  "  Get  out  of  this  room. 
The  purity  and  peifectness  of  your  life  witnesses 
the  truth  of  your  religion.    But  you  leach  men  to 
communicate  with  the  devils  in  hell,  rather  than 
with  the  true  God  in  heaven."    These  words  ang- 
men  led  the  fury  of  the  priest.  He  exclaimed  loudly 
as  if  insane,  "  Hakushiodono  is  ranked  with  the 
angels  in   heaven.     When  I  forsake  all  wordly 
affairs  and  come  again,  neither  you  nor  any  of  the 
lords  of  Japan,  will  be  worthy  to  kiss  my  feet." 
The  lord  of  Bungo  was  patient  at  all  this,  and, 
looking  at  Xavier,  smiled.    Xavier  frankly  told 
the  lord    to    send  the  priest  home,   because  he 
was  so  angry;  to  which  the  loid  consented  and 
commanded  (he  priest  to  depart  from  his  presence 
at  once.   In  doing  so  he  said  to  the  priest :  "Take 
heed  how  you  compare  yourself  with  the  gods.  Such 
comparison  is  debasing  the  gods  and  a  disgrace  to 
them.    If  there  are  any  gods  which  can  be  com- 
pared with  you  they  ai  e  inferior  to  the  lowest  qlass 
of  people.    You  have  now  told  us  that  you  con- 
verse with  gods;  let  this  be  as  it  may,  it  should 
teach  you  to  hold  your  tongue  when  you  are  in  the 
presence  of  your  lord  and  master.    If  you  desire  to 
win  the  fame  of  the  gods  you  should  not  be  as  im- 
patient as  a  brute."    The  pi  iest  retired,  but  could 
la.dly  control  his  anger.    When  out  of  doors  he 
exclaimed  loudly,  "Buddha  will  send  down  fire 
from  heaven  and  burn  all  those  who  speak  as  the 
ord  has  spoken." 

After  the  pi  iest  had  retired  the  lord  continued 
his  conversation  on  the  disgrace  of  Buddhists  until 
it  was  time  for  dinner.  When  all  preparations  for 
the  feast  were  complete,  the  lord  invited  Xavier  to 


dine  with  him,  but  he  humbly  declined  the  invita- 
tion, The  lord  then  look  the  hand  of  Xaviei  and 
said,  "Japanese  lords,  as  a  custom,  cxpiess  their 
esteem  and  affection  for  otheis  by  asking  such 
pei  sons  lo  dine  which  them,  and  it  will  be  a  gi<  at 
joy  lo  me  to  be  allowed  tlie  pleasuie  of  your  com- 
pany at  dinner." 

Xavier  accepled  the  invitation  and  kissed  the 
swoid  which  llie  loid  woi  e,  and  befoie  they  began 
to  dine  he  lifted  up  his  hands  and  looking  into 
heaven  prayed  : — "  O  my  Lord,  the  Creator  of 
this  world  !  Bestow,  I  pray  Thee,  thy  light  upon 
this  lord,  that  he  may  know  thy  pieseuce  and  keep 
thy  commandments,  and  after  being  regenerated 
abide  with  Thee  eternally  in  Paradise."  The  lord 
thanked  him  for  his  kindness  in  thus  praying  for 
him  and  begged  him  to  speak  more  of  his  doctrine 
when  lime  allowed.    This  done  they  all  dined. 

Il  was^indeed  a  strange  sight  to  see  this  poor 
missionary  seated  at  the  table  with  this  lord,  his 
officers  and  the  Portuguese  officials.  The  greatest 
honour  bestowed  on  Xavier  was  that  the  lord  him- 
self handed  the  dish  to  the  saint.  This  is  dune 
only  when  the  greatest  respect  is  shown.  The 
Poituguese  seeing  this  respect  shown  to  their  com- 
rade, were  filled  with  gratitude,  and  to  express 
their  feelings,  they  arose,  and  going  to  the  lord, 
shook  his  hand  and  thanked  him  for  this  special 
favour. 

The  feast  ended,  Xaviei  conversed  for  a  time 
with  the  lord,  after  which  he  leturned  to  the  ship 
in  the  same  order  in  which  he  came.  After  that 
Xavier  often  visited  the  lord  in  company  with 
some  Poituguese  in  ordinary  dress.  The  lord 
freely  and  with  pleasure  conversed  with  Xavier. 
After  this  the  saint  investigated  the  matters  per- 
taining to  the  licentiousness  of  the  lord,  and 
thought  that  as  long  as  he  sought  to  gratify  his 
five  senses  the  spirit  of  faith  could  not  dwell  in 
him  ;  and  he  warned  him  of  the  danger  into  which 
his  immorality  would  lead  him.  The  Lord  Al- 
mighty blessed  his  words,  and  the  lord  who  was 
young  and  licentious,  and  found  it  difficult  to  rid 
himself  of  this  carnal  habit,  yet  soon  repented  and 
oveicame  the  elements  of  wickedness  which  dwelt 
within  him,  and  from  thence  reformed  from  his 
evil  habits.  Thus  Xavier  cultivated  the  heart  of 
the  lord  until  he  overcame  his  disgrace.  He  then 
advised  the  lord  to  be  merciful  to  the  poor  ; 
but  at  this  lime  the  Buddhists  coveted  worldly 
treasures  and  despised  poverty  and  argued  that- 
"  to  save  those  who  are  forsaken  by  Buddha  is 
unjust,  and  to  exceed  Buddha  in  charity  is  to  dis- 
honour him.  The  suffering  of  man  in  this  world 
is  designed  by  Buddha  as  a  punishment  for  sins 
committed.  We  should  not,  therefore,  seek  by  acts 
of  mercy  to  exalt  humanity  to  that  of  the  divine." 
Thus  they  pursued  the  lord  who  was  overtaken  by 
temptation,  and  despised  the  poor  as  the  dust  of 
the  ground. 

Xavier  explained  to  the  lord  that  the  difference  of 
rich  and  poor  was  not  because  of  the  impartiality  of 
God's  power,  but  is  indispensably  necessary  for 
religious  and  social  benefit.  Unless  poverty  exists 
among  men  there  can  be  no  real  society.  If  there 
be  no  faithful  artisans,  no  farmers  to  cultivate  the 
soil,  no  hunters  and  fishers,  no  merchants  to  cir- 
culate wealth,  nor  articles  to  be  sold,  no  men  and 
women  who  serve  in  the  manufacture  of  these 
goods,  all  productions  would  be  exhausted  and 
here  would  be  no  difference  in  the  ranks  of  the 
people.  Even  those  who  supply  our  demands  would 
become  few,  nay  even  be  exterminated. 

The  lord  answered  him  saying,  "Your  words 
are  perfectly  true,  but  I  do  not  think  the  power  of 
God  extends  to  such  length." 

Xavier  again  said  "You  see  if  all  men  were 
wealthy  and  independent  of  each   other,  there 
would  be  constant  monotony,  and  what  would  be 
the  consequence  of  such  a  state  ?    The  existence  of 
society  depends  upon   the  difference  in  station 
and  wealth.    Idleness  is  the  source  of  immorality, 
diligence  and  patience  the  source  of  virtue." 
The  lord  again  replied,  "The  Buddhists  of  my 
lovince  refuse  virtue  and  prefer  wealth.  They 
dmit  the  existence  of  poor  people,  but  have  not 
the  courage  to  endure  poverty."    Xavier  said  that 
the  ignorance  and  unrighteousness  of  the  Bud- 
dhists is  the  consequence  of  such  attitude,  for  if 
they  would  love  and  honour  poverty  they  would 
love  and  honour  the  poor.  If  they  suppose  that  the 
poor  aie  forsaken  and  haled  of  God,  why  do  they 
sk  favours  from  them.    And  why  do  they  say  that 
f  the  people  do  not  support  Buddhism  ihey  can 
not  be  saved  ?  Of  course,  the  Buddhists  should  not 
equii  e  the  poor  to  support  them.   Is  it  inconsistent 
for  them  lo  say  that  the  poor  are  hated  by  God, 
and  they  dependent  on  llie  alms  of  the  poor  for 
support,  who  are  loved  by  Him." 

To  this  the  lord  replied,  "  It  is  clear  to  me,  I 
cknowledge  their  words  as  false  and  untrue." 
Xavier  said,  "According  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Buddhists  the  poor  can  neither  pray  nor  petition 
God  for  help.     Unto  the  wealthy  God  has  given 
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riclies  for  support,  and  if  they  distribute  it  to  the 
poor  tliey  are  threatened  with  eternal  punishment.' 

These  words,  the  like  of  which  the  lord  of 
Bungo  had  never  before  heard,  greatly  Interested 
him  and  through  them  he  was  persuaded  to  have 
compassion  on  the  poor.  His  deeds  of  chanty 
from  hence  became  almost  excessive.  By  the 
advice  of  the  saint  he  revised  or  leadjusted  all  his 
public  and  private  mailers. 

Though   Xavier   visited   the   palace  daily,  he 
never  neglected  his  own  duties.     He  taught  the 
people  Christianity,  preaching  in  the  streets  and 
private  houses.    The  continued  diligence  of  Xa- 
vier, who  worked  day  and  night,  gave  the  Portu- 
guese some  alarm,  and  they  suggested  that :  he 
take  a  little  resl  for  his  own  sake  and  health.  The 
consequence  of  such  continued  exeitions  would 
certainly  be  injurious  and  cause  premature  death. 
To  the  Missionary,  occasional  rest  is  essential. 
The  saint  replied  to  ihe  Portuguese  :  "  Sin^e  I  have 
come  lo  ihis  country  by  Divinie  command,  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  be  diligent  in  the  pei  formance 
of  duties  entrusted  lo  me  by  God.  Portuguese 
may  come  to  me  during  ihe  night  for  instruction 
bul  ihe  day  must  be  devoted  to  leaching  the  Japan 
ese  idolalors.  I  shall  leave  Japan  in  a  lew  days  and 
then  can  be  with   Portuguese  more  fiequently  " 
With  this  answer  they  were  satisfied  and  let  the 
saint  have  his  way.    'lhey  were  surprised  at  the 
great  endurance  of  this  man  and  ihe  little  food  he 
took  for  his  support,  and  begged  him  lo  increase 
his   daily    portion  so  that  he  could  lead  more 
people  lo  Ihe  truth.    The  people  listened  carefully 
to  his  sermons,  and  because  of  the  lord,  treated 
him  with  respect.    Xavier,  by  consent  of  the  lord, 
had  some  spirited  discussions  with  the  priesls  and 
with  many  proofs  showed  them  their  superstition 
By  this  means  he  dissolved  the  doubts  of  the 
heathen.  One  of  the  most  successful  discussions  he 
had  at  this  time  was  with  a  priest  from  Kanahama 
named  Sakaijiro,  the  most  learned  of  his  sect 
This  piiest  was  afraid  to  injure  his  own  fame  by 
discussing  with  Xavier,  and  always  avoided  de- 
tails as  to  truth,  and  in  so  doing  became  very 
obstinate.    At  length  Xavier,  by  the  grace  of 
Christ,  completely  subdued  his  obstinacy. 

One  day  this  priest  intended  to  hold  a  public 
discussion  with  Xavier  in  a  certain  place  in  the 
city.  The  people  of  lhat  district  came  en  masse 
lo  hear  the  discussion.  The  saint  vei  y  piofoundly 
explained  the  truth  of  Christianity.  This  some- 
what drew  the  priest  to  Christianity,  but  he 
boldly  clung  to  his  original  faith.  At  length 
he  was  unable  to  withstand  the  sharp  spear 
of  Xavier's  aigument,  and  under  the  influence  of 
Divine  power,  he  suddenly  kneeled  down,  lifted  up 
his  hands  and  with  teats  in  his  eyes  he  vowed  unto 
God  saying,  "  O  Jesus  Christ  the  only  Son  of  the 
true  God.  Fiom  hence  I  will  follow  and  obey 
Thee,  and  believe  in  our  Creator,  our  redeemer, 
the  Lord  God  with  all  my  heart.  O  my  country, 
men  and  friends  of  Buddhism,  listen  lo  my  words 
What  I  have  lately  pieached  and  aigued  is  all 
false.  Of  this  I  am  convinced.  There  is  no  other 
God  but  He  whom  Xavier  has  proclaimed.  I 
humbly  apologize  to  all  of  you  for  having  led  you 
into  false  doctrine.  All  !  I  sincerely  desire  all  of 
you  to  make  known  my  repentance  and  acceptance 
of  the  true  religion,  Christianity,  10  which  alt  of 
you  have  already  listened." 

The  people  were  gieatly  moved  al  heat  ing  these 
words.  From  what  was  stated  to  the  Portuguese 
it  is  evident  that  many  were  converted  and  more 
than  five  hundred  were  baptized.  Xavier  feared 
some  might  turn  to  their  idols  again,  and  therefore 
entrusted  the  care  of  this  people  to  the  young  priest 
Sakaijiro,  the  convert. 

XI. 

The  Buddhists  of  Bungo,  after  the  conversion 
of  this  young  man,  feared  the  decay  of  their 
power.  They  plotted  to  hinder  the  influence  of 
Xavier  and  ihe  piogress  of  his  doctrine.  They 
peisuaded  the  baptized  to  complain  to  Xavier  and 
say  that  they  had  lost  all  their  property  by  be- 
lieving the  foreign  doctrine,  and  were  rapidly 
drifting  into  starvation.  "  Xavier  would,"  said 
they,  "be  unjust  if  he  did  not  relieve  your  dis- 
tiess."  Their  object  was  to  destroy  Xavier's 
confidence  in  the  people.  This  is  clear  fiomthe 
following.  By  thus  complaining,  thought  they, 
Xavier  would  be  foiced  into  giving  money  or  le- 
fusing  it.  If  Xavier  gave  them  money  they  would 
say,  "Xavier  wins  the  people  with  money.  If  he 
refused,  lhey  would  say,  "  He  is  not  a  beggar  nor 
a  poor  wanderer,  but  a  miser, -a  wicked  man,  who 
came  to  Japan  lo  starve  ihe  people  inlo  believing 
his  doctrine." 

But  this  plan  miscari  ied,  as  it  was  found  im- 
pi  acticable. 

Theie  was  not  a  trace  of  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  saint,  and  he  was  always  willing  to  meet 
the  demands  of  ihe  people. 

There  weie  none  who  lidiculed  him  as  a  miser, 
yet  he  never  gave  money  to  new  converts  unless 


lhey  were  in  teal  need  of  help.  It  was  for  this 
reason  that  the  believers  would  not  only  not  peti- 
tion him  for  money  but  were  willing  to  sacrifice 
for  his  benefit.  This  proves  the  popularity  of  the 
saint  and  shows  his  zeal  and  fervency  in  leading 
the  people  to  righteousness. 

Hence  it  was  unnecessary  to  defend  Christianity. 
Great  crowds  of  people  came  to  hear  Xavier  preach, 
and  the  Buddhist  temples  were  vacated  and  silent. 
This  discomfort  was  too  much  for  ihe  Buddhisls  to 
endure,  and  lhey  again  plotted  to  rob  the  saint  of 
his  fame  and  honour,  sometimes  in  a  mild  way, 
sometimes  in  a  very  rough  manner. 

But  the  confidence  ot  the  lord's  family  in  this 
foreigner  was  loo  strong  to  be  so  easily  shaken. 
Finally  they  went  to  the  lord  and  complained  that 
his  sympathies  were  for  the  foreigner  only,  and 
the  Buddhists  would  tevolt,  devastate  the  fields, 
burn  the  houses  and  utterly  ruin  the  state.  Thus 
they  threatened  the  lord  by  saying  further  :  "  Do 
not  think  thai  we  threaten  you  with  our  vain 
tongues.  This  is  the  immutable  sentence  from  the 
Supreme  Com  t  of  heavenly  Buddha,  and  he  has 
commanded  us  to  communicate  it  unto  you." 

The  lord  had  already  learned  lhat  an  imaginary 
Buddha  could  not  contiol  the  consciences  of  men 
and  refused  to  accept  the  statement  of  his  guests' 
He  disdained  to  listen  to  them  and  commanded 
them  to  dissolve  the  t  ites  of  the  temple.  Here- 
upon the  priests  rushed  into  the  streets  and 
shouted.  "The  lord  intends  lo  expel  all  the 
gods  and  desttoy  all  the  temples."  Their  inten- 
tion was  to  so  excite  the  people  that  a  tumult 
would  ensue,  in  which  time  they  purposed  to  assas 
sinate  Xavier  and  the  Portuguese.  But  the  lord 
understand  their  plans  and  al  once  thwarted  ihem. 
Failing  again  in  this,  the  priests  almost  gave  up 
in  despair.  They  tried  again;  this  time  by 
violently  ringing  the  bells  and  calling  the  people 
together  in  a  certain  place.  After  much  debate 
they  decided  to  compel  Xavier  to  desist  from  fur- 
ther preaching. 

About  twelve  miles  distant  from  this  town  was 
noted  temple  the  pastor  of  which  was  called 
Fukaiadono,  the  most  excellent  priest  in  Japan, 
one  who  had  been  for  thirty  yeais  a  teacher  ill  a 
university.    The  people  of  that  place  looked  upon 
him  as  a  peer  among  priests.    The  Buddhists  of 
lhat  town  formed  an  alliance  and  with  one  accord 
went  to    this  man   and   said,   "Unless  we  find 
some  one  who  may  become  our  leader,  Bud 
dhism  in  Japan  is  doomed  to  ruin.    Recenly  a 
foreign   monk   arrived  at    Hizen.      He  despises 
Buddha  and  the  gods,  impugns  our  rituals  and 
derides  us  as  sorcerers  and  sinners.    He  seelcs 
to    invalidate    our    religion    with     his  smooth 
tongue,  by  slandering  us  to  our  lord.    He  is  really 
a  magician  who  leads  the  people  astray  with  false 
doctrines.    The  lord,  is,  unfortunately  infatuated 
with  him,  and  thus  repulses  the  Buddhists  and 
honours  lhat  forlorn  foreign  monk.     He  (Xaviei ) 
has  often  held  solemn  discussions  with  nobles  and 
Buddhists  in  the  lord's  palace.    But  they  have  all 
become  deluded,  even  Sakaijiro,  the  most  intelligent 
of  Buddhists,  publicly  declared  thai  he  himself  has 
become  a  follower  of  that  monk  and  a  believer  in 
Christianity.    He  has  given  up  his  Buddhist  faith 
entirely.     From  the  present  condition   of  affairs 
we  see  that,  if  the  progress  of  such  injuries  is  not 
at  once  brought  into  subjection,  the  people  will 
eventually   destroy  our  temples,  expel   our  gods 
and  take  charge  of  our  shrines  and  parsonages. 
We,    in    fact   all   Buddhists,  must  suffer  from 
this    calamity,    even  your  temples  will  not  be 
excepted.    Therefoie,  we   have  endeavoured  to 
drive  lhat  monk,  who  caused  our  loud  lo  violate 
the  ordinances  of  peace,  from  Japan.    The  plans 
we  made  were  various,  some  were  mild,  others 
decidedly  forcible;  but  all  were  in  vain.  There 
is  now  no   way    open  to  us  but    to  visit  you, 
the  most  virtuous  priest  in  all  the  world,  and  pe 
lition  you  lo  visit  our'town,  and  by  your  able  dis. 
cussions  completely  vanquish  that  western  monk 
Your  fame  is  very  great  and  the  people  will  fol 
low  any  command  lhat  comes  from  Fukaiadono 
If  you  come  to  our  town,  the  foreign  monk  will 
not  be  able  to  withstand  you  and  will  flee  away  lo 
his  ship.    You  are  the  only  one  sufficiently  able 
to  cope  with  him.     If  you  are  able  to  1  epulse  him, 
you  will  be  classed  with  the  founder  of  Buddhism 
in  this  that,  you  became  the  greatest  protector  and 
defender  of  Buddhism  in  the  sixty-six  slates  (pro- 
vinces) ill  Japan." 

The  p.iest,  haughty  and  proud,  encouiaged  by 
these  words  of  flattery  and  the  prospect  of  be 
coming  the  leading  power  in  Buddhism,  selected 
six  men  from  among  his  followei  s,  the  most  leal  n- 
ed  and  zealous,  and  departed  with  his  auditors  to 
the  town  in  which  they  lived. 

Just  at  thHi  time  Xaviei  was  ill  the  loid's  palace 
with  the  Portuguese,  to  hid  farewell  lo  the  lord 
and  his  retinue  before  taking  his  departure  for 
India,  for  which  he  had  been  delayed  forty  days 
while  the  ships  were  being  repaired  for  the  journey. 


Suddenly  a  request  came  to  the  palace  that  Fu- 
karadono  desired  to  see  the  lord  ill  the  piesence 
of  Xavier.  The  instant  the  lord  heard  the  name  of 
thesli  anger  he  perceived  that  became  with  charges 
against  Xavier  ;  he  hesitated  a  moment,  ceased 
his  conversation  and  appeared  dumb  for  a  while. 
Though  he  knew  quite  well  the  ability  of  Xaviei  , 
yet  he  did  not  want  to  have  his  name  abused  by 
the  fluent  tongue  of  the  enraged  pi  iest.  The  saint, 
glancing  at  the  face  of  ihe  lord  at  once  surmised 
the  cause  of  that  painful  expression,  and  begged 
ihe  privilege  of  seeing  the  priest,  for  the  knew  very 
well  the  feeble  power  of  the  masked  piiesls  of 
idolatry.  He  wanted  to  disperse  their  clouds  of 
supeislition  by  the  sunlight  of  his  doctrine,  being 
armed,  as  he  was,  wilh  the  truth.  To  this  end  he 
requested  the  lord  to  keep  a  careful  watch  over 
his  opponents  in  oider  that  no  undue  or  illegal 
violence  might  he  perpetrated. 

The  lord  beholding  the  self-possessed  counten- 
ance of  the  saint  ordered  his  attendant  to  show  the 
priest  into  the  room.  The  priest  very  respectfully 
bowed  thrice  to  the  lord  and  advancing,  saluted 
Xavier,  which  salutation  was  cordially  returned, 
and  the  piiest  invited  to  a  seal  of  honour.  He 
sat,  however,  in  a  haughty  and  diffident  manner. 
The  lord  asked  the  purpose  of  his  coming.  The 
piiest  answered,  "  My  coming  10  you  is  naught 
hut  to  enquiie  into  and  examine  the  nature  of  the 
new  religion  brought  from  a  foieigu  land,  by 
Xaviei,  just  before  his  departure  from  Japan." 
The  lord  told  him  to  question  Xavier  freely  as  he 
was  now  in  his  presence.  • 

The  priest  stared  at  the  saint  for  a  while  and 
then  said,  "  Do  you  not  know  me?" 

Xavier  replied  that  he  had  no  remembrance  of 
having  seen  him.  The  priest  suddenly  burst  into 
haughty  laughter,  and  looking  back  at  his  follow- 
ers said.  "  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  subjugate  the 
man  who  disguises  his  knowledge  of  me,  for  I  have 
already  met  him  more  than  a  hundred  times." 

He  again  turned  to  Xavier  and  with  fraudulence 
asked,  "  Do  you  still  insist  that  you  do  not  know 
me?  Do  you  not  remember  that  you  once  sold 
me  some  goods  at  Hienoiyama  harbour?  Will 
you  still  keep  the  remainder  of  those  goods  ?  " 

Xavier  good  naturedly  replied,  "  If  you  wish 
me  10  reply  to  your  questions,  state  the  the  mailer 
clearly.  I  never  answer  to  things  obscure,  and 
which  I  cannot  understand.  But  I  will  say  to  you 
that  I  am  no  met  chant,  neither  have  I  seen  nor 
visited  Hienoiyama.  I  have  no  more  lo  say  lo  you. 

The  pi  iest,  in  a  very  startled  manner  said  again, 
"  Is  your  memory  so  defective  as  all  lhat?  Can 
one  be  so  impractical?"  Xavier  answered,  "It 
is  the  truth  !  If  you  think  I  am  so  defective  in 
memory,  why  not  call  me  lo  remembrance  by  as- 
sociating some  other  event  with  ihe  one  in  ques- 
tion. But  you  must  indeed  remember  that  you  are 
in  the  lord's  presence.  No  untruth  should  be 
spoken  in  this  place."  Xavier  said  this  because 
he  thought  that  Fukaiadono,  like  the  other 
people,  except  the  Py thagorians,  believed  in  the 
transmigration  of  the  human  soul.  They  believe 
that  man  remembers  nothing  until  his  soul  is 
transmitted  to  other  beings. 

The  priest  continued  his  words  of  deceit  and 
said:  "While  I  was  at  Hienoiyama  1,500  yeais 
ago,  you  sold  me  300  yards  of  silken  and  woollen 
cloth  at  a  high  price.  Had  that  already  slipped 
your  memory  ?  "  Xavier  asked  the  lord  to  grant 
him  ihe  privilege  to  question  the  priest.  He  then 
verycalmlyasked/'Whatis  youi  age?"  The  piiest 
answered — "  Fifty  two."  He  asked  again.  "How 
do  you  know  that  you  purchased  goods  1,500  yeais 
ago,  since  you  are  now  only  52  years  of  age  ?  Have 
you  never  read  Japanese  history?  Did  not  the 
intercourse  between  Japan  and  foreign  nations 
begin  only  1,000  yeai  s  ago  ?  Especially  with  re- 
ference to  the  district  of  Hienoiyama,  have  you 
not  read  in  history  that  ils  rise  have  been  quite 
recent  "  ? 

The  piiest  was  very  much  puzzled  with  these 
questions  but  still  boldly  said,  "  I  now  clearly 
see  that  you  are  void  of  comprehension.  You 
have  told  me  that  you  possess  a  clear  knowledge 
of  the  present,  -which  knowledge  you  obtained 
while  in  Europe.  I  will  show  you  very  intelligently 
things  of  the  past/  You  must  recognize,  in  the 
first  place,  three  things,  i.e.,  the  infinity  of  the 
world  in  its  beginning  and  end,17  the  immortality 
of  the  human  soul,  the  extent  of  the  death  (per- 
haps nihilation)  of  the  human  body,  which,  how- 
ever, does  not  affect  ihe  soul.  Men  are  born  with 
different  faces,  appearances,  and  shapes,  according 
to  ihe  stars  which  contiol  their  birth.  Conlinuence 
of  life  is  produced  by  birth  and  death.  This  is  the 
natural  lawof  heaven  and  the  good  fortune  of  every 
human  being.  The  human  soul,  when  once  sepa- 
1  ated  from  the  body  is  transmitted  to  another  body 
withoutchanging  its  original  characteristics.  The 
soul  of  the  righteous  is  transmitted  into  the  body 


'  Though  it  is  not  clearly  stated,  this  seems  to  refer  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  eternity  of  matter. 
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of  llit!  wise,  be  delicto,  killg,  or  piiest.    That  ol 
the  wicked  into  the  body  ol  bmtes,  according  to 
the  kins  committed.   Some  men  are  "l  dull,  other 
of  bright  and  excellent  memory.    The  latter,  like 
myself,  remember  all  events  and  occurrences  dm 
ing  the  past  innumerable  yeais.    The  former,  on 
the  contrary,  being  thick-headed,  poor  in  memory 
retains  nothing.    Yours  is  of  that  sort,  by  the  con 
Sequence  of  which,  yon  have   forgotten  the  fact 
that  I  have  met  you."18 

The  Portuguese  who  were  piesent  at  this  discus 
sion  reported  how  successfully  Xavier  refuted 
every  argument,  ovei  threw  the  fallacious  reasoning 
by  his  profound  wisdom  and  acute  aigumenls 

But  the  Portuguese  confess  that  he  could  not  say 
publicly  by  what  mysterious  reasoning  the  saint 
enlightened  the  misunderstanding  of  the  unlearned 
and  benighted  piiest,  neither  had  they  sufficient 
ability  to  explain  his  arguments.  From  the 
writings  of  the  historian  who  obtained  his  facts 
from  Xavier  himself,  we  get  a  glimpse  of  the  argu- 
ments used  in  proving  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
but  disproving  the  doctrine  of  transmigration. 
The  priest  could  find  no  words  to  answer  to  these 
arguments  and  changed  the  subject  to  that  of 
morality.  The  piiest  supposed  that  the  lord  and  his 
followers  would  take  his  part  on  this  question  be- 
cause they  themselves  had  been  immoral.  Turning 
to  them  he  said,  "  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  I  should  put 
into  subjection  him  who  mocks  the  virtues  of  Budd- 
hists who  faithfully  serve  their  Japanese  nobles, 
and  who  abstain  from  all  sensual  pleasure  "? 

But  Xavier  continues  his  attack  against  the 
priest,  with  tiemenduoiis  argumentative  force,  who 
now  flees  into  a  miry  refuge  from  his  enemy,  who 
argues  such  form  of  morality  as  is  based  upon 
Divine  principles.  He  scorned  the  wicked  deeds  of 
Japanese  sinners.  He  spoke  clearly  of  the  fallacy 
of  Buddhistic  doctrines.  The  men  who  were  pre 
sent  in  the  room  cried  out,  "The  words  of  Xavier 
are  truth.    You  (Xavier)  are  triumphant." 

The  priest  became  rude  with  his  criticism,  and 
committed  deeds  unbecoming  a  member  of  the 
priesthood.  An  officer  warning  him  said,  "  You 
should  be  ashamed  of  your  position  and  the  name 
of  a  pi  iest  to  so  dishearten  yourself  with  anger. 
Your  doctrine  also,  will  be  despised.  Imitate  the 
mildness  of  the  foreign  monk.  Your  threatening 
of  the  monk  can  give  you  no  pleasure.  You  will 
obtain  honour  by  conquering  yourself.  You  should 
take  great  care  not  to  injure  your  theme,  or  pro- 
tect it  with  violence." 

The  warnings  of  this  wise  officer  were  in  vain 
and  the  priest,  instead  of  being  calmed,  grew  in 
anger  and  fury.  He  was  as  rude  as  he  could  be. 
The  lord  could  not  endure  him  and  ordered  him  to 
retire  from  the  palace  at  once,  intimating  that  if 
he  were  not  a  pi  iest  he  would  be  beheaded.  The 
priest,  with  his  followers,  rudely  left  the  palace. 
They  rambled  about  the  town  talking  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  lord  and  his  nobles  towards  them,  and 
said  that  the  lord  would  destroy,  not  only  the 
Buddhists,  but  would  exterminate  the  gods  ;  and 
that  the  Buddhists  should  at  once  flee  into  the 
main  temple,  and  put  under  lock  and  key,  in 
some  upper  storey,  all  the  idols  therein  contained. 

The  next  day  they  effectively  closed  all  the 
temples  in  the  town  and  posted  notices  on  the 
wall  saying  :  "  No  one  is  allowed  to  worship  the 
gods  until  the  Portuguese  are  banished." 

The  indignation  of  the  people  was  beyond  all 
expectation.  They  rushed  in  bauds,  male  and 
female  together,  to  the  Buddhists  and  demanded 
the  temples  to  be  opened  at  once.  But  they  were 
not  able  to  effect  their  object  and  the  mob  turned 
on  the  Portuguese.  The  Portuguese  had,  in  the 
meantime,  investiged  the  matter  and  resolved  to 
flee  to  their  vessels.  They  informed  Xavier  of 
the  danger  and  asked  him  to  escape  to  the  ship. 
Xavier  replied,  "  I  fear  the  wrath  of  God  upon 
me  if  I  leave  my  believers  in  the  mouths  of  these 
fiercely  raging  tigers  and  wolves,  to  save  my  own 
life.  If  you  desire  to  escape,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
do  so.  I  have  decided  to  suffer  assassination 
rather  than  to  look  upon  the  newly  baptized 
Christians  being  sacrificed  by  idolators  which  I 
can  not  endure."  As  he  had  said,  he  neither  hid 
himself  nor  escaped,  but  remained  courageously 
in  the  town.  The  excitement  grew  in  intensity 
and  the  mob  went  into  the  harbour  to  attack  the 
Portuguese  in  their  ships;  but  the  Portuguese 
weighed  anchor  and  as  the  danger  was  now 
near  them,  sailed  into  the  ocean.  With  this  the 
mob  was  satisfied. 

But  Captain  Gamma  was  anxious  about  the  fate 
of  Xavier,  for  he  feared  the  wrath  of  the  Portuguese 
King  if  any  accident  should  befall  this  popular 
saint.  He  returned  to  his  landing  again  and 
sought  the  presence  of  Xavier. 

(to  be  continued.) 

"  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  doctrine  stated  by  a  priest  in 
July,  1893,  to  the  translator,  that  in  Buddhism  there  are  degrees 
of  perfection  in  which  man,  if  he  his  attained  thereto,  can,  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  see  everything,  hear  everything  and 
mell  everything. 


YOKOHAMA  SPRING  REGATTA. 
♦ — 

Presentation!  to  Mr.  II.  C.  Litchvibld. 


The  radiant  glories  of  a  calm  May  day  added 
gt eatly  to  the  success  which  attended  (lie  Spring 
Regatta  of  the  Yokohama  Amateur  Rowing  Club, 
held  on  Satin  day  afternoon.    The  sun  shone  from 
out  a  dappled  sky  and  its  genial  heal  was  tempei  ed 
dining  the  early  part  of    the  proceedings  by  a 
nice  seaward  breeze,  taising  but  a  slight  lipple 
on   the  rowing  course,   a   1  ipple    which  lent  life 
and   animation  to  the  water  and  inteifered  but 
little  with  (he  labours  of  the  oarsmen.     In  the  light 
of  pi evious  expei  ience  over  the  Yokohama  regatta 
course,  the  suiface  on  Saturday  was  the  best  that 
has  ever  been,  and  the  times  made  are,  therefore, 
no  better  than  they  ought  to  be.    Considerable  en- 
thusiasm had  been  evoked  among  the  younger  mem 
bei  s  during  the  period  of  practising  and  it  is  gratify 
ing  to  observe  that  victory  rested  in  most  instances 
where  it  had  been  deserved.    Good  steady  woi  k  at 
the  oar  and  with  the  sculls  always  pays  well  in  the 
long  run,  although,  as  with  other  sport,  the  unex 
pected  does  happen  occasionally  and  undisciplined 
pluck  cariies  all  before  it.   The  best  time  over  the 
three-quarter-mile  was  made  in  the  Single-Sculls, 
(the  Ladies  Purse),  Mottu's  time  being  5m.  6s. ; 
the  Senior  Double-Sculls,  a  walk  over,  or  more 
properly  row-over,  was  51  sees,  longer.    The  Club 
Fours  was  slow,  8m.  56JS.  for  the  mile,  the  best 
woik  being  put  in  when  near  the  finish.  The  men- 
of-war  races  were,as  usual,  good  fun — honours  were 
divided  between  the  two  navies  represented,  and 
the  prizes  were  eventually  shared  by  all  the  sturdy 
competitors.  Perhaps  the  greatest  sport  of  the  day 
was  derived  from  the  two  scratch  races  arranged 
at  the  close  of  the  tegular  programme.  Five  boats 
entered  in  each  and  a  splendid  struggle  resulted 
in  a  win  on  the  post  in  both  events.    The  crews  in 
the  first  of  these  races  were  composed  of  members 
of  the  Y.A.R.C.,  but  in  the  second  of  the  students 
of  the  Imperial  University  who  had  taken  part  in 
one  of  the  previous  events,   got  into  the  Club 
boats  and  were  coxed  by  Yokohama  lesidents, 
among  them   being    the  Marquis  Nembrini  de 
Gonzaga,  about  whose  safe  and  dry  return  many 
doubts    were    hazarded,   especially   when,  after 
passing  the  Breakwater,  he  took  his  craft  right 
across  the  bows  of  another  competing  boat  and 
then    headed    for   the  French"    mail  anchorage. 
Daylight  was  fading  fast  when  the  last  gun  was 
fired,  but  most  of  the  spectators,  among  whom 
were  many  ladies,  stayed  to   the  very  last  and 
were  present  at  the  distribution  of  prizes,  a  task 
gracefully  performed  by   Mrs.   H.  C.  Litchfield. 
The  Ladies'  Purse  was  presented  earlier  in  the 
day  to  the  winner  by  Miss  Morriss,  who  accom- 
panied the  gift  with  words  of  high  encourage- 
ment, to  which  Mottti  courteously  replied  in  fit 
and  modest  phrase.    The  Yokohama  Town  Band, 
which  was  in  attendance,  gave  the  following  selec- 
tion during  the  afternoon  : — 

1. — Lanisen  March,  Faust. 

3. — Overture  z.  Op  "  Nebukodonzer,"   Verdi. 

3.  — Waltz   . 

4.  — Fantasie  *'  La  Fille  de  Mde.  Angot."   . 

5.  — Polka    . 

6.  — Cavatina  '*  From  Lucrezia  Horgia,"   Donizzetti. 

7.  — Walt!   . 

8.  — Ungarisher  Marsch  Gung'l. 

9.  — Schottische   , 

10.  — Potpourri   "  Soldiers'  Life  "  K.  Bela. 

11.  — Mazurka    t 

12.  — Waltz    . 

13- — Leichtes  Blut  Galop   Strauss. 

The  Committee  and  Officials  were  Messrs.  J. 
Rickett,  Captain;  F.  J.  Hall,  Hon.  Secretary; 
P.  S.  Bent,  Hon.  Treasurer;  H.  C.  Litchfield, 
"udge  ;  T.  Brewer,  Umpire  and  Starter;  J.  F. 
Pinn,  Timekeeper ;  Lieut.  Maud,  R.N.,  Duncan 
McNeil,  W.  W.  Campbell,  C.  K.-Marshall  Martin, 
W.  J.  Kenny,  Dr.  Wheeler,  H.  V.  Hensoii,  Jas. 
Walter,  W.  Suiter,  Geo.  Philip,  and  Lieut.  Mer- 
riam,  U.S.N.  With  the  exception  of  some  delay 
in  getting  the  crews  afloat,  the  arrangements  were 
carried  out  very  satisfactorily.  Details  of  events  :— 
Junior  Fours. — f  Mile. 

RED  BOAT. — (i)  BLACK  BOAT.  —  (2) 

Bow.      K.  Wilson.  J.  G.  Wilson. 

P.  E.  Webb.  A.  K.  Rees. 

3.  E.  J.  Libeaud.  R.  Boyes. 

Stroke.  H.  R.  Mair.  M.  Schellenberg. 
Cox.  D.  McLaren.  H.  S.  Goddard. 

BLUE  BOAT. —  (3) 

Bow.      A.  Bouffier. 
2. 


W.  Tucker. 
H.  Goldman. 
Stroke.  F.  H.  Abbey. 
Cox.  G,  Hood. 


WHITE  BOAT. — (o) 

A.  T.  Woodward. 
R.  C.  Ross. 
C.  V.  Schmidt. 
W.  Goddard. 
W.  W.  Campbell. 

The  boats  went  off  well  together,  Red  at  38, 
Black  at  36,  Blue  at  40,  and  White  at  40.  Blue 
opened  out  first,  the  fast  stroke  telling,  with 
Black  in  close  attendance.  While,  the  lightest  of 
the  four  crews,  soon  dropped  behind  and  was 
practically  out  of  the  hunt  before  the  Pacific  Mail 


whail  waa  reached.   Ai  tiili  point  Bloc  wan  still 

leading,  with  a  stroke  of  36;  Black,  still  p.esvng 
the  leaders,  had  dropped  10  30,  while  Red,  who 
weie  slowly  inducing  the  distance  between  them 
and  Black,  kept  pegging  away  at  34.  While  was 
clocked  at  34  too.  As  the  Breakwater  was  neaied 
the  stiokes  called  on  then  men,  and  the  boats  weie 
on  level  terms  asthey  passed  the  Creek,  Coming  up 
along  the  Bund,  Red  spurted  splendidly  and  diew 
to  the  front,  then  Black  was  seen   10  be  drawing 

dangerously  close  to  Blue;  immediately  after  Blue 

collapsed  and  the  race  was  ovei,  Black  being  a 
quailerof  a  length  to  the  bad.  Time,  6m.  13s. 
When  the  crews  landed  a  piotest  was  raised  by 
Blue  against  Black,  a  foul  being  claimed.  As  the 
result  of  the  race  was  not  affected  by  the  foul  the 
piotest  did  not  reach  the  Referee. 

Men  oi-Wak. — 2  Miles. 

H.M.S.  Caroline  6  oared  Gig   1 

U.S.S.  Concord  6  oared  Gig    2 

H.M.S,  Caroline  5  oaied  Whaler    3 

H.M.S.  Redpole  4  oared  Gig    4 

The  course  was  two  miles  round  the  harbour. 
After  a  foul  at  the  very  start,  the  boats  pulled 
out  well  and  before  the  race  was  half  over  the 
result  looked  beyond  doubt. 

Teikoku  Daigaku  Undokwai.-i  Mile. 

WHITE.  —  (  I  )  GREEN.  — (2) 

Bow.      S.  Oniura.  M.  Kobayashi. 

2.  T.  Sato.  B.  Takahashi. 

3.  Y.  Minra.  G.  Mochiba. 

4.  T.  Kawada.  S.  Harada. 

5.  S.  Yasaki.  K.  Yamada. 
Stroke.  K.  Kubota.  T.  Kawai. 

Cox.  Y.  Tamagawa.  T.  Ibukiyama. 

RED. —(3) 
Bow.      K.  Taniguchi. 

2.  E.  Sekimoto. 

3.  K.  Ito. 

4.  N,  Yashiro. 

5.  S.  Tanaka. 
Stroke.  S.  Kusakabe. 

Cox.  S.  Awoki. 
The  White  boat  quickly  demonstrated  the  su- 
periority of  its  crew  by  taking  a  commanding  lead, 
Green  coming  next,  and  Red  last.  In  this  order 
the  race  was  rowed  throughout,  though  towards 
the  finish  Green  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  catch 
up  witl)  the  leaders.  It  was  a  forlorn  hope,  how- 
ever, and  White  won  easily  by  four  lengths.  Time, 
9m.  2^s. 

Club  Fours. — 1  Mile. 


WHITE  boat. — (1) 
Bow.      C.  V.  Schmidt. 

2.  P.  C.  Polls. 

3.  F.J.Hall. 
Stroke.  A.  L.  Mottu. 

Cox.  A.  H.  Lay. 

BLACK  BOAT. — (3) 
Bow.      E.  ].  Marshall. 

2.  W."  Goddard. 

3.  M.  Schellenberg. 
Stroke.  D.  McNeill. 

Cox.   D.  McLaren. 


BLUE  BOAT. — (2) 
H.  S.  Goddard. 
W.  A.  Cabeldu. 
J.  Eyton,  Jun. 

G.  Hood. 

J.  Rickett. 

RED  BOAT.— (4) 

E.  Mendelsou. 

H.  R.  Mair. 
H.  Pinckney. 
P.  S.  Bent. 

W.  W.  Campbell. 


Out  of  the  five  entries  four  came  down  to  the 
Istake-boat,  Green  being  the  absentee.  A  beautiful 
eiue  was  obtained,  but  the  breeze  carried  the  stait- 
tr's  voice  in  the  wrong  direction  so  that  Black  had 
the  worst  of  the  start.  It  recovered  the  loss  within 
the  first  three  stiokes,  getting  on  level  terms  with 
While,  the  first  away.  Hood  had  set  his  men  40, 
Bent,  34,  Mottu,  34,  and  McNeill  32  to  the 
minute.  Upon  settling  down,  Blue  was  observed 
to  be  catching  up  a  bit,  while  Red  had  dropped 
hopelessely  astern.  Half  way  down  the  course 
Blue  was  still  keeping  up  the  fastest  stroke  right 
met  1  ily,  only  being  one  less  than  at  the  commence- 
ment; White  had  steadied  to  32,  Black  to  31,  and 
Red  to  33.  At  the  P.M.  Wharf,  Blue  had  obtained 
a  lead,  but  its  stroke  had  fallen  to  32,  White  had 
quickened  to  31,  and  Black  to  33,  while  Red  was 
steady  at  32.  At  the  Breakwater  Black  drew  up 
considerably,  but  already  the  race  lay  between  Blue 
and  White.  White's  crew  1  owed  well  together,  the 
swing  and  time  being  peifect,  but  No.  3  in  the  Blue 
boat  looked  done-up,  as  indeed  was  the  case.  The 
pace  was  fast,  and  White  had  all  itcould  do  to  keep 
a  nose  ahead.  When  the  gun  fired  Blue  was  only 
two  feet  behind,  while  Black  was  within  a  length 
of  the  leaders  ;  a  splendid  finish.  Time,  8m.  56fs. 
Men-of-war.    (All  Comers). — 2  Miles. 

U.S.S.  Concord  10  oared  Cutter  1 

U.S.S.  Concord  12  oared  Cutter   ,  2 

U.S.S.  Concord  12  oared  Launch   3 

H.M.S.  Caroline  12  oared  Cutter  4 

A  very  good  race.  Thirteen  seconds  separated 
1st  and  2nd ;  im.  13s.,  2nd  and  3rd  ;  im.  35s.,  1st 
and  4th,  at  the  finish. 

Skiff  Race. — |-  Mile. 

H.  S.  Goddard.— (1)      J.  B.  Gibbs,  J„n.— (2) 
Goddard  had  the  race  from  the  start  and  won 
easily.    Time,  4m.  4J  sees. 
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Sbn[or  Double  Sculls.  (Final  Heat).— f  Mile. 

"  TERN." — (w.O.) 

Bow.      R.  Boyes. 
Stroke.  P.  Sorhagen. 
Owing  to  tlie  "gruelling"  in  tl'e  Club  Funis, 
Eyton  thought  it  advisable  not  to  contest  this  race, 
so  Boyes  and  Sorhagen  rowed-over.  Time,  5m.  57s. 

Club  versus  Committee.— f  Mile. 

BOAT. — (i)  BLACK.  BOAT-  — (2) 

F.  J.  Hall. 
P.  S.  Bent. 
D.  McNeill. 
C.  K.-M.  Martin. 
J.  RicUett. 


WHITE 

Bow. 
2. 
3- 

Stroke. 
Cox. 


A.  L.  Mottu. 
P.  A.  F.  Cabeldu. 
H.  Pinckney. 
E.  T.  Nicholas. 
W.  W.  Campbell 

A  good  start  was  effected.  Nicholas  set  38, 
and  Martin  35  at  the  beginning,  and  then  both 
steadied  down  1032.  At  the  P.M.  wharf  "the 
Club"  had  established  a  lead  which  was  never 
seriously  threatened,  although  a  good  spurt  was 
made  along  the  Bund,  "the  Committee"  at  35 
and  "  the  Club  "  at  34.  The  "  Club  won  by  an  easy 
length  and  a  half.  Time,  6m.  4|s. 
Junior  Double  Sculls.  (Final  Heat).— f  Mile 

tern.— (1)  pearl.— (2) 

Bow.      R.  C.  Ross.  E.  J.  Libeaud. 

Streke.  M.  Schellenberg.     C.  V.  Schmidt. 

This  was  an  easy  win  for  Ross  and  Schellenberg, 
who  appeared  much  fresher  than  their  compeli 
tors.    Time,  6m.  3ifs. 

Single  Sculls  (Ladies'  Purse).— f  Mile. 
A.  L.  Mottu— 1    P.  Sorhagen.— 2    G.  Hood.— 3 
Sorhagen,  was,  if  anything,  somewhat  the  favour- 
ite, though  Mottu  found  almost  as  many  backei s. 
All  the  men   started  at  30  to  the   minute,  and 
soon  Sorhagen  was  seen  to  be  leading  by  a  ti  ifle 
Mottu,  however,  finding  the  water  to  his  fancy, 
quickened  to  32,  while  Sorhagen  slackened  to  28 
Hood  had  fallen  to  the  rear  soon  after  the  start 
and  although  he  quickened  to  32  just  after  passing 
the  P.  M.  wharf,  tailed  to  diminish  the  distance 
between  himself  and  the  leaders.    Entering  the 
harbour,  where  the  water  had  an  almost  glass 
like  surface,  Mottu  found  things  even  more  to  his 
liking,  and  increasing  his  lead  every  stroke  pulled 
in  an  easy  winner  by  5  lengths.    Time,  5m.  6s. 

Champion  Pairs  (Kirin  Cup).     Final  Heat.— 
I  Mile. 


you  at  your  marriage  along  with  your  other  marri- 
age gifts,  but  as  it  was  not  ready  in  time  we  thought 
there  could  not  be  a  moi  e  fitting  occasion  than  a 
egatta  to  present  our  old  Captain  with  his  wed- 
ding persent.  Mr.  Litchfield — You  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  Club  almost  from  its  infancy,  and 
the  members  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  high  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services 
you  have  always  so  cheerfully  rendered  it, 
whether  on  the  committee  or  off  the  committee, 
and  mote  especially  during  the  years  you  held 
the  office  of  Captain,  which  you  filled  so  ably  and 
with  such  advantage  to  the  Club.  It  has  been 
said  in  Clubs  when  a  man  gets  married,  "There's 
another  good  fellow  gone,"  but  we  feel  it  is  other- 
wise with  you,  and  that  we  may  still  rely  on  you 
for  assistance  and  advice  when  needed,  and  that 
you  will  always  take  an  interest  iir  the  welfare  of 
the  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Litchfield — I  have  now 
the  pleasure  of  handing  you  this  cup  br  imming  over 
with  the  good  wishes  of  the  Yokohama  Amateur 
Rowing  Club. —  (Loud  and  prolonged  cheers.) 

Mr.  Litchfield,  who  was  greeted  with  vocifer- 
ouscheer  ing  as  he  cameforward  to  reply, said — Mr. 
Rickett  and  Gentlemen,  the  Committee  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Yokohama  Amateur  Rowing  Club — 
I  have  to  thank  you  heartily  on  behalf  of  myself 
and  my  wife  for  your  kind  wishes  and  con- 
gratulations on  the  ocasion  of  our  marriage.  I 
have  to  thank  you,  too,  for  the  handsome  token 
with  which  you  have  accompanied  those  wishes. 
I  find  it  difficult  to  express  my  thanks  for  your 
kindness  in  appropriate  terms,  the  more  so  as  in 
the  face  of  this  testimonial  of  your  regard  I  cannot 
pretend  that  I  have  not  done  some  good  work  for 
your  Club,  but  that  work  was  a  labour  of  love. — 
(Loud  cheers.)  And  I  remember  too,  that  during 
that  time  of  work  I  received  much  kindness  from 
the  members  of  the  Club.  I  can  only  thank  you 
and  wish  the  Club  continued  prosperity. — (Cheers.) 

The  prizes  were  then  distributed  and  the  com 
pany  dispersed. 


MARINE  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

■  ♦  ■ 

Teishinsho,  Tokyo,  May  iith,  1894. 


"WIDGEON. —  (2) 
G.  W.  Barton. 
D.  McNeill. 
-   D.  McLaren. 


mallard. — (1) 
Bow.      F.  H.  Abbey. 
Stroke.  P.  A.  F.  Cabeldu 
Cox.  A.  H.  Lay. 

Cabeldu  led  away  at  39,  McNeill  at  34.  The 
youngsters,  who  were  decidedly  the  fresher  of  the 
two  crews,  had  everything  their  own  way  and  won 
easily.    Time,  6m.  is. 

Scratch  Fours.    From  P.  M.  Wharf. 
blue  boat. — (1) 


Bow. 
2. 

3- 

Stroke. 
Cox. 


A.  T.  Woodward. 
W.  Tucker. 
H.  Goldman. 
W.  W.  Campbell. 
F.  H.  Hooper. 

Five  boats  started,  and  made  a  desperate  race 
up  from  the  P.M.  wharf.  Green  had  a  splendid 
lead,  but  ill  the  struggle  at  the  finish  it  gave  place 
to  Blue  who  got  in  by  barely  a  nose.  Time,  3m. 
2f  s. 

University  Scratch  Fours.    From  P.  M. 
Wharf. 

Five  crews  entered,  and  Black,  White,  and  Red 
made  a  capital  race  of  it.  Red  (Mair,  cox.) 
and  White  (Lay)  had  the  lead,  then  Red  got 
ahead.  While  again  got  level,  but  at  the  very 
close  Black,  coxed  by  Keuyon,  came  with  a  rush 
and  obtained  the  judge's  gun. 


At  the  close  of  the  races  an  adjournment  was 
made  to  the  upper  room  of  the  Boat  House,  where 
the  prizes  we.e  displayed.  Among  the  trophies 
was  a  handsome  silver  cup  of  chaste  design.  It 
stood  upon  a  stand  which  bore  the  following  in- 
scription :  — 

Presented 
To 

Hsnry  Ch*rlbs  Litchfield 
By  the  Members  of  the 
Yokohama  Amateur  Rowing  Club, 
1894. 

Upon  silence  being  proclaimed, 

Mr.  Rickett,  Captain  of  the  Club,  said— Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Litchfield— I  have  the  honour,  on  behalf 
of  the  members  of  the  Yokohama  Amateur  Row 
ing  Club,  of  presenting  to  you  this  little  wedding 
present,  which  we  hope  you  will  give  us  the  plea- 
sure of  accepting  with  the  cordial  good  wishes  of 
the  Club  that  health  and  happiness  may  attend  you 
through  life.    It  should  have  been  presented  lo 


the  stranding  of  the  "sakata  maru. 
A  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held  at  the  Tei- 
shinsho (Mercantile  Marine  Bureau),  Tokyo,  on 
Friday  morning  into  the  circumstances  attending 
the  stranding  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  steamer 
SakataMaru, Captain  Rennie,  which  vessel  strand- 
ed at  the  entrance  to  Fushiki  harbour  on  the  23rd 
January  last. 

The  Court  was  composed  as  follows: — Mr.  I. 
Ito,  President;  Mr.  U.  Yoshida,  Mr.  S.  Yoshida, 
Mr.  J.  M.  James,  Mr.  A.  F.  Macnab,  Advisers. 

James  Webster  Rennie  was  first  called.  Having 
been  duly  cautioned  he  deposed  : — I  was  master 
of  the  Sakata  Maru  at  the  time  of  her  stranding 
I  was  in  command  of  her  that  day.    I  hold 
Japanese  certificate    of    the    first   degree,  No, 
177.    I  have  been  in  command  of  steamers  trad- 
ing on  the  coast   of  Japan   for  two  years, 
joined  the  Sakata  Maru  on  the  1st  of  January 
this  year.    I  was  on  a  voyage  from  Hakodate 
to  Fushiki  when  the  stranding   took  place 
left  Yokohama  at  4  p.m.    on  the   18th  January 
and  arrived  at  Hakodate  at  3.30  a.m.  on  the  21st, 
and  left  there  at  10  a.m.  for  Fushiki,  the  same  day 
I  was  putting  in  there  on  account  of  bad  weather 
I  did  not  discharge  any  cargo  at  Hakodate  as 
the  ship  was  in  ballast.    The  weather  was  bad, 
thick,  ar.d  snowy,  with  a  heavy  westerly  sea  outside 
Hakodate— this  induced  me  to  put  into  that  port. 
On  the  22ud  of  January,  at  5.50  p.m.,  when  under 
the  lee  of  Cape  Nolo,  I  reduced  the  speed  in 
order  to  enter  Fushiki  about  daylight.    At  6.14 
p.m.    Roku-saki    Light  was  abeam    with  bear 
ing  N.W.^W.  magnetic,  by  four-point  bearing 
seven  miles  abeam.    I  had  pr  eviously  taken  the 
four-point  bearing.   The  error  of  the  compass  was 
2a°  W.  at  this  lime.    The  ship's  head  was  S.W 
A4S     I   tben  steered   S.W.  by  S.,  by  compass, 
making  a  S.S.W.  f  W.  magnetic  course,  the  devia- 
tion allowed  being  2|°  W.,  with  the  intention  of 
making  Fushiki  Light.    At  8  p.m.  reduced  the 
speed  again,  the  ship  making  about  5  knots.  I 
remained  on  the  bridge  until  10  p.m.;  there  being 
a  moon,  one  could  see  a  fair  distance, 
been   cloudy   and   squally    until    about  9  p. in 
I  left  ihe  bridge  in  charge  of  the  Chief  Officer 
call  a  fair  distance  about  four  or  five  miles.  When 
I  left  the  bridge  I  went  to  the  chart-house,  which 
is  immediately  under  the  bridge,  to  rest.    I  told 
the  Chief  Officer  to  call  me  at  once  should  it  snow 
and  to  call  me  at  midnight,  so  that  I  might  be  on 
deck  with  the  Second  Officer.    I  did  not  anticipate 
sighting  Fushiki  Light  before  midnight.  About 
11.43  P-m.  lt>e  officer  reported  a  bright 
light  tight  ahead.     I  immediately  went 


white 
on  to 


the  bridge  and  saw  that  it  was  Fushiki  Light, 
bearing  S.W.  by  S.,  southerly,  that    is  allow- 
for  deviation   of  compass.     I    judged  that 
I   was  outside  the  range  of  the  light,  and  being 
able    to    see    a   considerable  distance,  decided 
to  go    into   the   anchorage.    At    II. 45    p.m.,  I 
rang  "  Full  speed."  I  steered  the  same  course, 
S.W.  by  S.  by  compass,  till  the  light  bore  S.S.W. 
\  W.,  by  compass.    I  kept  the  light  on  that  bear- 
ing, steering  S.S.W.  by  compass,  deviation  being  as 
before — I  steered  direct  for  the  light.  At  midnight 
the  hands  were  called  and   anchors   got  ready, 
every    preparation   being   made    for    going  into 
port.    The  Second  Officer  was  on  the  bridge  with 
me;  the  Chief  Officer  was  stationed  on  the  foie- 
castle,  in  charge  forward.    About  0.30  a.m.,  the 
23rd  Jan.,  I  ordered  the  log  to  be  hauled  in  and 
the  quarter-master  lo  heave  the  lead.    At  0.44, 
"Stand-by"  was  telegraphed  lo  the  engine-room. 
I  then  said,  "  Heave  your  lead  ;"  the  first  cast  was 
reported   3J  fathoms.    I  then  ordered,  "Stop," 
and  "  Full-speed  astern,''  about  the  same  time. 
At  about  0.46  I  let  go  the  starboard  anchor,  but 
the  ship  was  still  forging  ahead.    It  immediately 
took  the  ground  and  stopped.  I  worked  the  engines 
astern  till  0.50  a.m.,  but  the  ship  merely  moved  her 
ead  round  to  the  southward,  seawards,  and  her 
stern    to    the   shoal   water.    I  ordered  the  bal- 
last-tank to  be  pumped  out,  and  worked  the  en- 
gines astern  until  1.5  a.m.    It  was  of  no  avail.  By 
epeated  blasts  of  the  whistle,  boats  were  attracted 
from  the  shore,  and  I  sent  the  Purser  on  shore  to 
inform  the  Company's  Agent  and  get  immediate 
assistance.    I  laid  out  two  steam  anchors  from  the 
port  quarter  to  keep  the  ship  from  drifting  further 
in.    About  I.30  a.m.  the  Chief  Engineer  reported, 
Not  gaining  on  after  ballast  lank."    At  the  time 
of  the  grounding  the  sea  was  smooth,  there  was 
no  noise  of  broken  water,  and  the  wind  was  light 
from  the  westward.  I  attribute  the  stranding  of  the 
ship  to  an  error  of  judgment — misjudging  the  dis- 
tance off  Fushiki  Light — the  haze  overthe  low  land 
and  the  reflection  of  the  moon's  rays  preventing  me 
from  making  out  the  shore.    At  the  time  I  rung, 
"Stand-by,"  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
light  that  I  was  one  mile  and  a  quarter  out. 

By  the  President — I  did  everything  in  my  power, 
with  the  anchors  and  other  appliances  on  board,  to 
get  the  boat  off. 

To  the  Court — I  remained  on  board  the  ship 
until  she  was  taken  into  dock.  Four  tug-boats 
first  tried  to  tow  her  off,  then  the  Totomi  Maru 
tried,  and  also  the  Mikaiva  Maru,  and  another 
steamer.  I  was  in  charge  until  the  Company's 
salvage  parly  arrived  ;  then  the  Superintendent 
Captain  took  charge,  and  I  assisted  him  until 
the  vessel  came  off.  The  log-book  contains 
all  entries  regarding  the  steps  taken  lo  float  her. 
I  took  the  vessel,  after  she  floated,  to  Nakaye,  then 
back  to  Fushiki,  and  from  thence  to  Nagasaki. 
The  ship  had  been  stranded  for  seven  days  before 
the  salvage  party  arrived.  The  Superintendent 
Captain  ordered  the  ship  to  go  to  Nakaye  for 
repairs  to  the  after  ballast  tank,  and  then  we  re- 
turned to  Fushiki  for  shingle  and  sand  ballast,  pre- 
paratory to  starting  for  Nagasaki.  We  sailed  for 
Nagasaki  on  the  16th  March,  and  the  following 
day  put  into  Tsuruga  Bay  for  shelter.  I  was  in 
command  after  the  vessel  floated  until  we  reached 
Nagasaki,  on  March  201I1,  at  4.30  p.m.  We  went 
into  dock  on  the  241I1  March,  and  I  remained  by 
the  ship  for  about  seven  days  when  I  was  relieved 
on  account  of  ill-health  at  my  own  request. 

By  the  President — When  the  light  on  Roku-saki 
was  abeam  I  was  on  the  bridge  along  with  the 
officer  of  the  watch,  the  Third  Officer,  Mr.  Abei. 
At  5.50  p.m.  on  the  22nd  January,  my  reduced 
speed  was  40  revolutions,  or  about  6  knots  an  hour. 

By  Mr.  James — The  four-point  bearing  was 
taken  by  the  Third  Officer;  the  log  was  noted  at 
that  lime  by  the  quarter-master  on  watch.  The 
Third  Officer  does  not  always  take  the  four-point 
hearing.  I  have  been  in  Fushiki  harbour  before 
for  three  months  while  on  the  Sorachi  Maru;  and 
I  have  entered  it  times  innumerable,  but  never  at 
night.  When  I  sighted  Fushiki  Light  I  thought 
I  was  eleven  miUs  away,  at  least.  The  Sakata 
Maru's  bridge  is  about  35  feet  above  the  water- 
line,  the  level  of  the  sea. 

By  the  President — The  weather  when  I  sighted 
the  light  was  clear,  but  very  hazy  over  the  land,  I 
mean  along  the  shore  line.  I  could  see  the  tops  of 
the  high  land  to  the  southward,  over  the  haze.  I 
could  not  see  any  land  to  the  west. 

By  Mr.  James — I  have  aways  used  the  lead  in 
entering  Fushiki  harbour,  and  have  previously 
found  7  fathoms.  I  have  always  entered  on  the 
same  course  as  that  used  on  the  night  of  the 
stranding,  anchoring  down  in  a  position  to  facili- 
tate the  working  of  the  cargo  as  close  as  prudence 
demanded. 

By  the  President — Fushiki  Light  was  continous- 
ly  in  sight  from  first  seen  until  the  moment  of 
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stranding.   When  I  found  the  ship  running  into 
ihoabwater  I  let  go  the  anchor  10  prevent  h 
fiom  forging  ahead.    Under  any  circumstances 
lakes  the  Sakata  Mant  a  long  lime  to  go  astern 
1  did  not  foul  any  fishing  nets  when  entering  th_ 
harbour — the  weather  had  been  too  bad  for  seveial 
day  pieviously  and  none  weie  out.    Snow  lay  on 
the  ground  to  the  depth  of  20  feet.    After  slianding 
the  ship  made  no  water,  except  in  the  double  hot 
torn  after  tank;  the  forwaid  bilges  were  leaking 
little  on  the  second  day — this  arose  through  work 
iug  the  ship. 

An  adjournment  was  then  taken  for  tiffin. 
Upon  resuming,  witness  said — When  dayligh. 
broke  I  found  that  Fushilci  Light  was  about  two 
cables  distant  from  the  ship.    The  reason  why  I  did 
not  order  the  engines  to  go  astein  sooner  than  I 
did,  was  because  of  my  belief  that  I  was  farther  off 
fiom  the  light  than  I  really  was.    A  minute  must 
have  elapsed  between  giving  the  order  to  cast 
the  lead  and  the  throwing  of  the  same.  Tl 
leason   why   the   interval    between    the  engine 
100m  signals  was  so  short  was  because  I  found 
myself  suddenly  within  shoal  water.    There  was 
only  an  interval  of  one  minute  between  the  orders 
"  Stand-by,"  and  "  Full-speed  astern."   The  casts 
of  the  lead  gave  3J,  then  3^,  and  2^  fathoms,  by 
which  time  I  was  aground.    I  gave  the  last  two 
orders  to  the  engine-room  simultaneously  solely 
from  the  sudden  shoaling  of  the  water;  from  the 
appearance  of  the  light  I  thought  I  was  at  least 
llalf-a-mile    off.     My   object    in  abandoning  my 
original  intention  of  waiting  until  daylight  before 
entering,  was  to  obtain  lest,  which  I  greatly  re 
quired — ever  since  leaving  Yokohama  I  had  had  a 
hard  lime  of  it — and  my  anxiety  was  also  great  to 
facilitate  the  Company's  inteiest.    Had  I  nevet 
been  in  the  harbour    before  I  should  not  have 
thought  of  entering  it  at  night.    I  gave  the  order 
to  the  Chief  Engineer  himself  to  reduce  the  speed 
at  8  p.m.  on  the  22nd,  and  the  speed  was  reduced. 
The  Chief  Officer  took  charge  of  the  deck  from  8 
p.m.    I  was  navigating  the  ship  by  the  Japanese 
chart  of  the  Nolo  Peninsula,  large  scale,  No.  243, 
1890,  Japanese  Naval   Survey.    After  the  ship 
stranded  I  sounded  the  depth  of  water  around  the 
ship.    It  was  2  fathoms  forward,  both  sides  the 
same;  2\  amidships  ;  and  3  fathoms  aft  under  ih 
stei  n.    The  vessel  rested  on  soft  sand.    The  ship, 
however,  forged  ahead  over  her  anchor  and  thus 
fractured  one  of  her  plates,  causing  a  leak.  The 
anchor  used  was  a  plain,  old  fashioned  stock.  The 
damage  done  to  the  ship  was  on  the  port  side,  aft, 
under  theafter  ballast-tank.  Itwasinthe  outer  shell 
of  the  vessel.   The  fracture,  or  hole,  was  about  two 
feet  square.  Other  damage,  principally  bending  of 
plates,  was  caused  through  working-off  the  ship 
after  she  had  sunk  ten  feet  through  the  sand  and 
reached  the  boulders.    She  sank  gradually,  and 
when  the  divers  went  down  they  reported  large  and 
small  boulders.  The  ship  had  gradually  been  swept 
further  into  shore  by  this  time,  through  the  action 
of  the  tide  and  occasional  heavy  seas  which  came 
up  there. 

By  Mr.  Macnab — The  hole  in  the  ship's  bottom 
was  notdiscovereduntil  the  ship  arrived  at  Nakaye, 
when  the  Company's  diver  went  down.  If  I  could 
have  got  the  after  ballast  tank  out  I  might  have 
got  the  ship  off,  but  the  Chief  Engineer  told  me 
that  he  could  not  gain  on  it,  and  so  I  was  helpless. 

By  Mr.  James — I  can  only  presume  that  the 
fracture  was  caused  by  the  ship  grounding  on  her 
anchor.  This  is  only  my  own  supposition.  The 
size  of  the  hole  may  have  been  only  about  six  inches 
at  first,  and  then  in  the  working  of  the  ship  it  grew 
larger.  In  all  my  experience  I  had  never  heard 
of  boulders  being  found  at  Fushiki  before.  Other 
people  on  board  besides  myself  may  have  held  the 
opinion  that  the  fracture  might  have  been  caused 
by  the  anchor.  All  hands  were  on  deck  when 
the  ship  stranded,  the  regular  men  being  on  the 
look-out — one  man  forward,  the  Second  Officer 
and  myself  on  the  bridge,  a  quartermaster  at 
the  wheel  on  the  bridge,  and  another  at  the  lead. 
The  Third  Officer,  not  being  required  on  deck, 
was  below  at  the  time — this  is  the  usual  custom 
with  vessels  running  on  the  West  coast.  Nothing 
was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  stranding  save  the 
Fushiki  Light.  There  were  no  lights  on  shore. 
The  crew  worked  under  my  orders  until  the  arrival 
of  the  salvage  party,  when  the  Superintendent  Cap- 
tain took  charge  of  the  operations  under  the  Com- 
pany's orders.  I  laid  out  five  anchors  myself,  but 
all  the  hawsers  were  carried  away.  I  gave  orders 
to  my  own  crew  after  the  arrival  of  the  salvage 
party.  I  did  not  give  up  command  of  the  ship  at 
all,  but  the  Superintendent  Captain  took  charge 
of  the  salvage  operations,  receiving  my  advice  if 
wanted. 

Where  you  under  the  orders  of  the  Superinten- 
dent Captain  or  did  you  give  him  the  orders  ? — 
I  was  under  the  orders  of  the  Company's  Captain- 
Superintendent.  I  retained  command  under  his 
instructions. 


On  the  18th  February  the  Second  Officer  and 
seveial   men    weie   unfoi  tunately  di  owned  whil 
woiking  ill  the  after  double  bottom,  weie  ihey  not 
— Yes,  unfortunately.    I  was  injured  the  next  day 
How  many  men  wei  e  di  owned  7 — Eleven  1  ten  of 
them  were  coolies  not  belonging  to  the  ship. 

How  did  this  occur,?— Through  a  sudden  1 
of  water  through  the  hole. 

What  was  the  reason  for  the  men  being  theie 
who  gave  the  Older? — I  did  not  give  theoide 
and,  as  I  said  before,  I  was  not  responsible  afle 
the  ai  rival  of  the  salvage  company.     I  did  not 
think  I  was  to  be  examined  on  this  matter  and  am 
not  prepared  to  speak  upon  it. 

Can  you  give  details  of  how  the  affair  occurred 
— We  had  all  been  in  the  tank,  the  Supei  intendent 
Captain,  the  Chief  Engineer,  myself,  and  the  Chief 
Officer — any  of  us  might  have  been  caught  in  th 
same  way,  for  the  operations  had  been  going  on  some 
ten  days.    1  can't  remember  the  exact  date  of  th 
occurrence.     I  did  not  take  notes  of  the  date.  I 
did  not  give  the  order  for  the  men  to  go  into  th 
tank,  and  I  am  not  responsible  for  what  occurred 
The  men  were  working  under  the  orders  of  th 
Superintendent  Captain. 

What  was  the  reason  sending  the  men  into  th 
tank  ?— To  get  the  sand  out  of  it,  so  as  to  lighten 
the  ship. 

Had  men  been  working  in  this  tank  previously? 
— Yes,  from  day  to  day,  and  the  top  of  the  tank — 
the  man  hole — was  put  on  every  night  aft 
work.  The  men  had  been  working  in  the  tank 
for  about  three  hours  on  the  morning  the  accident 
occurred — from  seven  until  ten. 

Had  you  any  trouble  in  getting  the  bodies  out 
Yes.    The  diver  had  to  go  down  and  fish  them 
out  with  a  hook.    The  Second  Officer's  body  was 
not  recovered  for  some  days. 

What  was  your  first  intimation  of  the  accident? 
— The  quartermaster  at  work  in  the  starboard 
tank  reported  it  to  me.    There  were  three  men 
working  with  him,  and  they  also  escaped.  Th 
water  came  in  with  such  a  rush  in  the  other  tank 
that  it  was  up  to  the  top  before  one  man  could  get 
out — three  heads  were,  in  fact,  jambed  in  the  man 
hole.    Everything  possible  was  done  to  save  them 
but  without  avail. 

Under  whose  orders  were  these  men  working' 
Under   the   Superintendent-Captain,  Captain 
William  H.  Forbes. 

Was  he  in  entire  charge  ? — Yes,  in  entire  charge 
Did  he  give  the  order  to  the  Second  Officer 
directly,  or  through  you? — He  gave  the  order  to 
the  Second  Officer  himself;  I  did  not  give  it. 
Had  you  ever  been  in  the  ballast  tank  in  whicl 
le  accident  occurred  ? — I  was  in  the  starboard- 
side  tank  only,  in  company  with  the  Superintendent 
Captain,  but  I  believe  he  had  been  in  both  tanks 
The   starboard-side    tank   showed    no  signs  of 
leaking. 

What  prevented  you  fiom  going  into  the  port 
side  tank,  had  you  any  doubts  as  to  any  leak 
breaking  out? — Nothing  prevented  me.  I  never 
had  any  doubts  about  leaks.  Nobody  expected 
any  leaks  to  break  out.  The  Superintendent 
Captain  had  no  suspicion  of  any  leak  or  he  would 
not  have  sent  the  men  there.  It  was  purely  an 
accident  that  the  Second  Officer  was  in  the  tank, 
for  he  had  been  working  in  both  tanks.  I  have 
never  been  in  the  port  tank,  neither  before  nor  since 
the  accident. 

Had  the  Superintendent  Captain  ever  been 
there  to  your  knowledge  ?— He  had .  I  don't  know 
the  condition  of  this  part  ballast-tank  internally 
from  my  own  observation.  I  don't  remember  the 
name  of  the  quai  termaster  who  repoi  ted  the  ac 
cident  ;  his  name  is  not  recorded  in  the  log.  The 
starboard  tank  filled  shortly  after  the  accident 
happened— it  might  have  been  within  three  or 
four  minutes.  I  was  forward  at  the  lime,  and  did 
not  see  the  tanks  until  the  water  was  already  up 
to  the  top. 

How  do  you  account  for  the  sudden  rush  of 
water  into  the  port  tank  ?— That  is  what  none 
can  tell.  These  was  no  motion  in  the  ship;  no 
swell  on  the  sea — it  was  a  pure  accident.  I  can  give 
no  reason  for  it  whatever,  A  boulder  might  have 
pierced  the  fractured  poition  of  the  plate  and 
us  caused  the  sudden  inrush.  The  vessel's 
keel  had  been  resting  on  the  boulders  for  some 
days  before.  I  did  not  think  I  was  to  be  ques- 
tioned about  the  accident;  I  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  it. 

Mr,  James  said  that  the  Court  had  considered 
expedient  to  put  the  questions  to  witness  as  he 
was  in  command  of  the  ship  whose  stranding  was 
the  cause  of  the  Inquiry. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  the 
following  morning. 


A  RIM  A  CONFERENCE. 


The  following  is  the  Official  Piogiamme  of  the 
Arima  Conference  of  1894,  as  finally  settled  by 
the  Boaid  of  Manageis  :  — 

Sunday,  5™  August. 

10.  a.m. —  Divine  Service,  with  Sermon  by  the 
Rev.  G.  H.  Pole,  of  the  Church  Missiouaiy 
Society,  Osaka. 

7.30  p.m.— Divine  Seivice,  with  Sermon  by  the 
Rev.  H.  T.  Graham,  of  the  U.S.A.  Presby- 
terian Mission  (So.),  Takainatsu. 
Monday,  6th  August. 

10—10.45  a.m.— Bible  Study,  by  the  Rev.  H.  D. 
Page,  of  the  American  Episcopal  Mission, 
Osaka. 

10.45— 11.30   a.m.— Paper    and    Confeience  on 
"Christ  our  Pattern,"  to  be  opened  by  Mr. 
C.  M.  Biadbuiy  Ph.D.,  of   the  American 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (So.),  Kobe. 
Tuesday,  7TH  August. 

10 — IO.45  a«ra- — Paper  and  Conference  on  "  Mis- 
siouaiy Woik  in  the  Chekiang  Province,"  to 
be  opened  by  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Hayes  of  the 
American  Presbyterian  Mission  (No.),  Soo- 
chow. 

10.45  — 11.30  a.m.— Paper    and  .Conference  on 
"  Woman's  W01  k  in  the  Chekiang  Province," 
to  be  opened  by  Mis.  Parker,  of  the  Ame- 
lia" Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Soochow. 
Wednesday,  8th  August. 

10— 10.45  a.m.— Bible  Study,  by  the  Rev.  B.  W. 
Waters  of  the  American  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (So.),  Hiroshima. 

I045— "-30  a.m.— Paper  and  Conference  on 
"Christ,  our  Saviour,"  to  be  opened  by  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Porter,  of  the  American  Presby- 
terian Mission  (No.),  Kyoto. 

Thursday,  qth  August. 

10 — 10.45  a.m. — Paper  and  Conference  on  "  The 
growth  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Japan  and 
the  development  of  its  Spiritual  Life,"  by  the 
Rev.  A.  D.  Hail,  D.D.,  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Mission,  Osaka. 

10.45— 11.30  a.m. — Paper  and  Conference  on 
"Woman's  Woik  in  the  Evangelisation  of 
Japan,"  by  Miss  Adelaide  Daughaday,  of 
the  American  Congregational  Board  Mission, 
Tottori. 

Friday,  ioth  Awgust. 
10—10.45  a.m.— Bible  Study,  by    Mr.  Edward 

Evans,  of  Shanghai. 
10.45— 11.30    a.m.— Paper    and    Confeience  011 
"  Christ,  our  Leader,"  to  be  opened  by  the 
Rev.  W.  Wynd  of  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Union,  Osaka. 

Saturday,  iith  August. 
10—10.45  a.m.— Bible  Study,  by    Mr.  Edward 

Evans,  of  Shanghai. 
I04S — U-3°    a-m- — Paper    and    Confeience  on 
"  Christ,  our  Life,"  to  be  opened  by  the  Rev. 
R.  E.  McAlpine,  of  the  U.S.A.  Presby  terian 
Mission  (So.),  Kobe. 

Sunday,  12th  August. 
IO  a.m.  Divine  Service,  with  Sermon  by  the  Rev. 
C.  F.  Reid,  of  the  American  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Chuich  (So.),  Shanghai. 
7.30  p.m.  Consecration  Sei  vice,  with  Address  by 

the  President  of  the  Confeience. 
Note  :— I.  A  Prayer  Meeting,  lasting  half  an  hour, 
will  be  held  daily  from  Monday  to  Saturday 
mornings  at  half-past  six  o'clock. 
Note  : — 2.  A  Devot  tonal  Meeting,  lasting  one 
hour,  will  be  held  daily  from  Monday  to  Satur- 
day evenings  at  half-past  seven  o'clock.  The 
subjects  and  names  of  conductoi  s  of  these  Meet- 
ings  will  be  published  at  Arima  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  Conference. 

G.  H.  Pole,  Hon.  Sec.  to  the  Board. 
Osaka,  IOth  May,  1894. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

 +  

Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail." 

London,  May  6. 
Renewed  shocks  of  earthquake  have  occurred 
in  Greece,  and  the  utmost  panic  prevails  in 
Athens,  where  most  of  the  people  are  camping 
out  and  many  are  sleeping  in  boats. 

London,  May  8. 
The  Khedive  of  Egypt  will  visit  Austria, 
France,  and  England,  starting  on  his  tour  in 
"uly  next. 

(Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail.") 
[From  the  "N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


London,  April  28. 
The  Times  urges  the  annexation  by  Great 
Britain  of  Zanzibar  and  uniting  it  with  Uganda. 
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Mr.  Asquith  has  introduced  a  bill  to  disesta- 
blish and  disendow  the  Church  in  Wales,  to 
take  effect  in  January,  1896.  The  bill  excludes 
Welsh  Bishops  from  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
provides  annuities  for  actual  incumbents. 

April  30. 

The  bill  to  create  a  Grand  Committee  011 
Scotch  Affairs,  introduced  by  Sir  George  Treve- 
lyan,  has  been  passed  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a  majority  of  25. 

Aprolonged  shock  of  earthquake  has  occurred 
in  Greece,  which  has  utterly  destroyed  the  town 
of  Thebes. 

The  Chinese  Minister  has  concluded  a  modus 
Vivendi  with  regard  to  the  Pamirs,  based  upon 
mutual  concessions. 

United  States  troops  have  captured  a  trainfull 
of  the  Montana  contingent.of  unemployed  with- 
out resistance. 

May  1. 

Shocks  of  earthquake  continue  in  Greece, 
thousands  of  people  are  homeless,  and  the  dis- 
tress and  panic  are  terrible.  Three  hundred 
persons  were  killed  in  the  earthquake  at  Thebes 
reported  on  Friday. 

Henry,  the  bomb-thrower  at  the  Cafe"  Ter- 
minus, has  been  sentenced  to  death. 

The  unemployed  in  America  continue  to 
seize  trains  in  their  endeavour  to  reach  Washing- 
ton. The  Militia  have  captured  one  trainload, 
and  the  Ohio  Cavalry  captured  another  train- 
load  from  Oregon. 

May  2. 

In  the  modus  vivendi  between  Russia  and 
China  in  regard  to  the  Pamirs,  Russia  has 
made  large  concessions,  and  has  engaged  not 
to  push  troops  into  the  disputed  territory  until 
the  final  treaty  has  been  concluded. 

May  3 

The  May  Day  celebrations  on  the  Continent 
passed  off  quietly. 

The  Times'  correspondent  says  that  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria  and  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  have 
undertaken  to  mediate  with  the  Czar  with  the 
view  of  securing  the  latter's  recognition  of 
Prince  Ferdinard  of  Bulgaria. 

The  Welsh  Church .  Disestablishment  and 
Disendowment  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  time  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Balfour,  in  his 
speech,  made  a  most  vehement  protest  against 
the  bill. 

The  race  for  the  Chester  Cup  resulted  as 
follows : — 

Qusesitum,  4  yrs.,  8st   1 

Dare  Devil,  6  yrs.,  gst   2 

Spindle  Leg,  4  yrs.,  7st   3 

An  International  Bimetallic  Conference  has 
been  opened  at  the  Mansion  House.  German, 
French,  and  Dutch  unofficial  delegates  were 
present  at  the  meeting,  which  is  of  a  purely  con- 
sultative nature.  No  resolutions  were  passed, 
and  the  Government  ignores  the  Conference. 
Messrs.  Balfour  and  Courtney  maintain  that  the 
double  standard  by  means  of  an  international 
agreement  is  the  only  possible  expedient. 
b  May  5 

In  a  debate  on  foreign  affairs  in  the  French 
House  of  Representatives,  M.  Blanc  stated  that 
the  object  of  the  Triple  Alliance  was  solely 
defensive  and  indicated  the  pacific  wishes  of 
European  sovereigns  to  exclude  the  danger  of 
war.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  France 
being  friendly  with  Italy. 

The  Bimetallic  Conference  has  closed  with 
a  resolution  that  it  be  decided  to  do  the  utmost 
possible  to  obtain  from  candidates  at  the  next 
election  pledges  in  support  of  bimetallism. 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery.  speaking  at  Manches- 
ter, said  he  was  not  hopeful  of  passing  the 
various  measures  to  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment during  the  present  session,  mainly  owing 
to  the  excessive  length  of  speeches. 


the  Cabinet  would  resist  the  reduction  of  the 
war  budget. 

Paris,  April  18. 
The  budget  contemplates  several  reforms, 
amongst  others  the  suppression  of  the  tax  on 
doors  and  windows  and  the  replacing  of  the  tax 
on  moveable  signs  by  a  tax  on  rentals  and  ser- 
vants. 

Paris,  April  19. 
The  Socialist  Deputy  Toussaint  is  to  be  pro- 
secuted for  his  action  in  connection  with  the 
strike  at  the  Trignac  steel  works. 

Paris,  April  19. 
The  salary  of  the  Archbishop  of  Lyons  has 
been  suspended  because  he  condemned  the  em- 
ployers' liability  law. 

Paris,  April  20. 
The  report  of  the  Thomson  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  alleged  thefts  of 
provisions  supplied  to  the  Navy  negatives  rob- 
bery but  reports  to  the  existence  of  adminis- 
trative disorder  and  a  want  of  surveillance. — 

Paris,  April  21. 
Dahomey  being  now  pacified,  General  Dodds 
s  returning  to  France. 

Paris,  April  22. 
The  Paris  loan  was  tendered  for  eighty-five 
times  over.—  Daily  Press. 

Paris,  April  25. 
The  opening  of  the  Chamber  took  place  with 
out  excitement  of  any  kind. 

Paris,  April  26. 
Fe'nenon,  an  official  in  the  War  Department, 
has  been  arrested  on  a  charge  of  being  an 
Anarchist. 


ceeded  to  Ehime  on  business  connected  with 
the  trouble. 

Kofu,  May  11. 
The  trial  of  the  bribery  case  laid  in  the  third 
Election  District  of  this  Prefecture  took  place 
yesterday.  Mr.  Kagami  Toichiro  and  nine 
others,  who  were  charged  with  the  offence,  were 
acquitted. 

Soul,  Korea,  May  11. 
The  reported  dispatch  of  some  seven  or  eight 
hundred  Chinese  soldiers  to  restore  order  in 
Zenra-do  and  Chinsei-do,  where  some  Togaku- 
to  partisans  have  been  behaving  in  a  very  dis- 
orderly manner,  is  without  foundation  in  fact. 
The  soldiers  sent  to  the  interier  were  Koreans. 


(From  Japansss  Papers.) 


CHESS. 


(From  Tonkin  Papbrs). 

Paris,  April  17. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Emperor  William  asked 
the  Czar  to  convene  a  Disarmament  Congress, 
but  that  the  Czar  refused. 

Crispt  declared  in  the  Italian  Chamber  that 


Osaka,  May  8. 
Sato,  an  employe"  of  Hirao  Kiheiji,  a  ship- 
ping agent,  committed  hara-kiri  early  yesterday 
morning.  Rumour  says  that  Hirao  and  his  wife 
were,  two  or  three  days  ago,  summoned  to  the 
Gendarmerie  office,  where  they  are  still  detained 
in  custody.  The  deceased  was  to  visit  the 
office  on  the  7th  at  the  request  of  the  authorities, 
but  committed  suicide  the  same  morning.  It 
is  said  that  Hirao  forged  a  seal  and  altered  the 
figures  in  a  document  belonging  to  the  Arsenal, 
and  thereby  embezzled  about  yen  100,000. 

Later 

Hirao  Kiheiji  and  four  others  have  been 
charged  with  committing  forgery  and  fraud. 
The  accused  were  removed  to  the  Local  Court 

to-day.  T.        t\  t 

Fusan,  Korea,  May  9. 

Some  three  thousand  Togaku-io  adherents 
have  created  a  disturbance  in  Zenra-do,  and 
thirty-four  local  officials  have  been  killed.  It 
is  considered  likely  that  the  rioters  will  attack 
the  capital.  Eight  hundred  Chinese  soldiers 
have  been  despatched  to  restore  order. 

Nagasaki,  May  10. 
Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister  to  Korea,  has 
arrived  here,  and  is  staying  at  the  Geiyo-tei. 

Osaka,  May  10. 
Oka  Munenaga,  an  officer  in  the  Transport 
Section  of  the  Osaka  Arsenal,  committed  suicide 
this  morning  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Hirai 
Sukeyuki,  another  office*  in  the  same  Section. 
It  is  stated  that  his  death  is  connected  with 
frauds  committed  by  Hirao  Kihei. 

Soul,  Korea,  May  10. 
The  Togaku-io  partisans  of  Zenrado  and 
Chuseido,  who  have  been  somewhat  turbulent 
since  the  6th  or  7th  inst.,  finally  broke  out  and 
killed  some  thirty  or  forty  officials.  It  is  stated 
that  a  company  of  Chinese  soldiers  will  be  des- 
patched to  the  locality,  and  the  Oshtma  Kan 
will  stay  at  Jinsen  for  the  protection  of  Japanese 
subjects.  A  rumour  is  current  that  the  Togaku- 
io  will  push  into  the  capital,  and  much  anxiety 

is  felt.  , .  „, 

Nagasaki,  May  11. 

Mr.  Kim  Shi-tetsu,  Korean  Minister  to  Japan, 
arrived  here  last  night.  He  left  for  the  capital  to- 
day with  Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister  to  Korea. 

Nirashima,  May  11. 
There  are  signs  of  an  outbreak  among  the 
firshermen  on  Hiuchinada,  and  affairs  are  in  a 
very  excitable  state.    The  Governor  and  Super- 
intendent of  Police  in  this  Prefecture  have  pro- 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  ttie  Chiis  Kim  or.) 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  is  now  closed  for  the 
season  and  will  re  open  on  Monday,  1st  October. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  H<>te( 
Metropole  011  Fridays  from  I  to  ir  p.m. 

Solution  of  Problkm  No.  120. 
white.  black. 

1—  Q  to  K  Kt  sq.  r— K  X  R 

2 —  Q  to  Q  R  sq.,  mate 

1— P  X  R 

2 — O  X  Ki,  mate 

1— P  X  B 

2 — P  to  B  4,  mate 

I  — R  X  P 

2 — R  to  K  4,  male 

1 — R  checUs 

2— K  X  R,  mate. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Digamma 
("  Key-move  artistic  and  by  no  means  obvious"), 
W.H.S.,  Omega  ("a  good  problem.  Several 
neat  and  well-nigh  successful  '  ti  ies  '  enhance  its 
value  "),  J.D.  ("  a  bright  two-mover  "),  O.B.,  and 
Aling. 

Aling. — You  are  also  credited  with  con  ect 
solution  of  No.  119.  Mason's  Principles  of  Chess 
will  shortly  be  procurable  at  Kelly  and  Walsh's, 
Yokohama. 


Problem  No.  122. 
By  O.  Balk,  Yokohama. 
(Dedicated  to  the  Problem  Editor  of  the 
Japan  Mail). 

BLACK. 


WHIT«. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  two  moves. 

The  steamer  Salatiga  can  ies  away  from  Yoko- 
hama  Mr.  Oscar  Balk,  one  of  our  foremost  chess- 
players, and  the  present  Champion  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Chess  Club.  Arriving  in  Japan  about  four 
years  ago  it  was  not  long  before  he  made  himself 
known  as  a  devotee  of  Caissa  ;  and  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Griffin,  he  established  the  Yokohama 
Chess  Club  which  has  just  closed  its  fourth  season. 
He  now  sets  forth  on  his  travels  into  the  Southern 
hemisphere  and  the  b£st  wishes  of  his  confreres 
go  with  him.  Our  loss,  and  it  is  no  small  one, 
will  be  the  gain  of  some  antipodean  community 
and  we  envy  them  their  good  fortune.  Kind, 
genial,  frank,  and  hearty,  a  strong  player  over  the 
board,  we  shall  not  easily  replace  him  :  he  leaves 
us  a  small  legacy  in  the  shape  of  the  problem 
printed  above,  but  it  required  not  that  to  keep  his 
memory  green  wherever  Chess  is  mentioned  in 
connection  with  Japan.  

We  have  not  heard  further  results  in  the 
Steinitz-Lasker  match.  After  the  eighth  game 
the  combatants  appear  to  have  taken  a  week's 
holiday,  agreeing  to  meet  again  in  the  Franklin 
Chess  Club,  Philadelphia,  on  the  21st  of  April  to 
continue  the  contest.  We  anxiously  await  fresh 
news  and  meantime  give  below  a  transciipt  of  the 
seventh  game ;— A  Ruy  Lopez  won  by  Lasker. 


May  12,  1804.] 
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It  is  a  notable  fact  that  the  new  defence  of  Steinitz 
to  this  opening  (so  much  vaunted  and  lauded  in 
some  quarters)  3  — P  to  Q  3,  has  not  succeeded  in 
any  of  the  veteran's  games  ill  this  match  against 

Leaker,  the  young  aspirant  for  Championship 

honom  s. 


WHITE. 
Laskcr. 

1  — P  to  K  4 

2  —  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  to  Kt  5 

4—  P  to  Q  4 

5 —  Kt  to  B  3 

6—  B  to  K  3  (a) 

7—  Q  to  O  2 

8—  Castles,  Q  R 

9—  B  to  K  2 

10—  Kt  X  P 

11—  Q  X  Kt 

12—  O  10  Q  2 

13—  Kt  to  Q  5 

14—  P  to  K  Kt  4 

15—  Pto  Ki5(b) 

16—  Q  x  B  (c) 

17 —  O  to  O  2 

18—  P  to  K  B  4  (d) 

19—  P  x  B 

20—  Q  R  to  B  sq. 
21  — B  to  B  4 

22—  P  to  K  R  4 

23—  P  to  Kt  6 

24—  P  X  R  P  ch. 

25 —  B  to  Q  3  ch. 

26—  P  to  R  5 

27—  P  to  R  6 

28—  P  to  R  7  ch. 

29 —  K  to  Kt  sq. 

30 —  P  to  R  3 

31—  Q  to  B2! 

32—  Q  to  R4  (g) 

33—  B  to  B  5  ! 

34—  K  R  to  Kt  sq. 

35—  Q  l°  R5  ch. 

36—  R  to  Kt  8 

37—  R  X  K  B  P 

38—  H  X  R 

39—  R  X  B  P  ch. 

40 —  Q  to  R  6 

41—  Q  to  R  2  ! 

42 —  Q  to  Kt  sq.  ch. 

43 —  Q  to  Kt  5  ch. 

44—  R  to  B  5 

45—  Q  X  Q  ch, 

46—  O  to  B  6  ch. 


BLACK. 
Steiniti. 

i  —  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  P  to  Q  3 

4—  B  to  O  2 

5—  K  Kt  10  K  2 

6—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

7—  B  to  K  2 

8—  P  10QR3 

9—  P  X  P 

10—  Kt  x  Kt 

11—  B  to  K  B  3 

12 —  B  to  B  3 

13—  Castles 

14—  R  to  K  sq. 

15—  B  X  Kt 

16—  R  to  K  4 
17  — B  x  P 

18—  R  x  K  P 

19—  Q  to  K  2  \  ] 

20—  R  x  B 

21—  Kt  to  R  sq. 

22 —  P  to  B  3 

23—  P  to  Q  4  (/) 

24—  K  x  P 

25—  K  to  Kt  sq. 

26—  R  to  K  sq. 

27—  Pto  K  Kt  3 

28—  K  to  Kt  2 

29—  Q  to  K  4 

30—  P  to  O  B  4 

31—  Pto  B5 

32—  P  to  B  3 

33—  K  to  B  2 

34—  P  X  B  {h) 

35—  K  to  K  2 

36—  K  to  y  3 

37—  y  to  K  3 

38—  y  X  R 

39—  IC  to  B  4  (i) 

40—  R  to  K  2 

41—  y  to  y  2  (/) 

42 —  p  to  y  5 

43—  y  to  y  4 

44—  y  X  R 

45—  K  to  y  3 

46 —  Resigns. 


Notes  by  W.'Stienitz. 
(a)  A  novel  line  of  play  for  the  attack. 

(ft)  This  advance  is  premature.  He  evidendly  overlooked 
Black's  coming  scheme.    P-KB3  was  better. 

Cf)  This  is  bad  and  should  have  lost.  PxB  was  the  proper 
move. 

(d)  This  results  in  the  loss  of  a  second  pawn,  but  is  White's 
best  chance  of  attack. 

(«)  A  king  side  attack  was  here  his  only  chance,  and  White 
now  plays  a  rather  ingenious  one. 

(/)  A  little  consideration  ought  to  have  shown  Black  that  he 
could  safely  capture  P  with  P,  followed  by  P  to  K  Kta  upon 
the  advance  c.f  White's  R  P  to  the  fifth. 

(g)  At  first  glance  it  would  seem  that  White  could  win  by  B 

takes  Kt  P.    But  this  does  not  realize  if  Black  simply  plays  12  

PxB;  33-Q  to  R4,  Kt  to  B  3;  34-P  to  Q  sq.  ch..  R  x  Q  :  35— 
R  x  Kt  ch  .  K  x  R,  etc.  si'  " 

(h)  P  to  K  Kt  4  was  probably  better. 

(i)  Now  K  to  13  2  whs  much  better. 
(J)  Disastrous.    Black  was,  however,  under  pressure  of  time- 
limit  hereabouts.   He  should  have  played  R  to  K  3. 

Lasker  has  the  following  to  say  about  the  game  : 
The  game  proceeded  on  novel  lines  from  the 
fifth  move,  when,  in  order  to  get  more  advantage 
out  of  tiie  position,  I  changed  my  line  of  attack 
completely.  The  fundamental  difference  of  the 
two  treatments  consisted  in  the  early  castling  on 
the  queen's  side,  and  playing  for  an  attack  on 
the  king's  side.  It  seems,  however,  that  I  over- 
reached my  attack  when  playing  P  to  K  Kt  4.  A 
quiet  move  like  P  to  K  B  3  first  would  have  greatly 
solidified  my  position. 

Steinitz,  by  a  finely  laid  trap,  gained  two 
pawns,  and,  although  I  could  have  won  one  of 
them  back  by  20 — B  to  B  3,  I  preferred  to  go  on 
with  my  attack.  Apparently  Black  underrated 
the  game,  otherwise  he  would  have  played  21  —  R 
to  K  B  sq.  Perhaps  my  twenty. third  move  was 
unexpected  to  him.  When  I  sacrificed  a  third 
pawn  he  did  not  see  his  way  clear  to  accept  this 
offer,  because  I  would  have  forced  an  open  king's 
rook's  file. 

On  Steinitz'  thirty-second  turn  I  expected  K  to 
B  sq.,  whereupon  again  B  to  B  5  would  have  left 
me  with  good  chances  for  a  draw,  as  the  bishop 
could  not  well  be  taken  on  account  of  K  R  to  Kt 
sq.  My  opponent  preferred  10  play  P  to  K  B  3 
instead,  which  was  a  trifle  risky.  In  consequence 
I  held  a  very  stioug  position,  which  should  have 
been  a  warning  for  Black  not  to  attempt  to  force 
the  win.  In  the  end  Black's  winning  chances 
were  almost  annihilated,  if,  indeed,  White  had 
not  the  best  of  the  bargain.  However,  Steinitz 
still  playing  for  a  win,  committed  a  great  blunder 
on  the  forty-first  move,  lost  the  queen  and  knight 
or  rook  and  resigned  shortly  afterward. 


Mail  steamers. 
 4  


INK    NKXT    MAM.    IS  DU« 

prom  Shanghai)  Na- 

glSakl,  to*  Kobe  ..  per  N.  Y,  K. 
Prom  America    per  P.  M.  Co, 

From  Hongkong          per  N.  P.  Co. 

Prom  America    per  (J.  &  ().  Co. 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  M.  Co. 

From      Kurope,  via 

Hongkong    per  N   I).  Lloyd 

From  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  (.0. 

From      Kurope,  via 

Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co. 

From  Canada,  &c.  ...  per  C.  P.  R.  C'n. 
from  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co, 


Friday,  May  i8t 
Tncnilay,  May  ijih.* 
Thursday,  May  l}th.f 

Friday,  May  jjtl. 

Thursday)  May  1711 

Wed 'day.  May  i6tli 
Sunday,  May  aoth. 


Friday,  May  35th. 
Monday,  May  38th 
Thursday,  May  31st. 


•  Pint  left  San  Francisco  on  April  j8th.  t  Taeoma  (witli  Fug. 
Irsh  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  May  8th.  t  Oceanic  left  San  Fran- 
cisco on  May  8th.  4  City  »/  Svdney  left  Hongkong  on  Mayoth. 
II  Nurnbetg  left  Hongkong  on  May  nth. 


THI!    N  K  XT    MAIL  LKAVRS 

for  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki    per  N.  V.  K. 

For  Kurope,  via  Hong- 
kong   per  N.  I).  Lloyd 

For  America    per  P.  M .  Co. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Taeoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

I'or  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 


Sunday,  May  13th. 

Tuesday,  May  15th, 

Friday,  May  18th. 
Friday,  May  181I1. 

Saturday,  May  19th. 

Saturday,  May  iglh. 
Tuesday,  May  39th. 
Friday,  June  1st. 
Saturday,  June  and. 


f.A  7 EST 


SHIPPING. 




ARRIVALS. 
Seniiai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  Sakai, 
5th  May,— Otaru  via  ports  2nd  May,  General' 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Bygdo,  Norwegian  steamer,  771,  Ch.  Brekke, 
6th  May, —  Hongkong,  Sugar  and  Rice. — Dod- 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Maple  Branch,  British  steamer,  1,935,  Hutchison, 
6ih  May,— New  York  via  ports,  General. — 
Frazar  &  Co. 
Etnpress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 
Lee,  R.N.R.,  7th  May,— Vancouver,  B.C.,  23rd 
April,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  Win,  H.  Walker, 
7th  May,— San  Francisco  191I1  Apt  il,  Mails  and 
General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Salatiga,  German  steamer,  1,639,  Christiansen, 
7 ill  May, —  Hamburg,  via  ports,  Genei 
Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Henriette,  German  ship,  1,705,  Seemann,  8th 
May,— New  York  23rd  December,  Petroleum 
— Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Palamed,  British  steamer,  1,482,  C.  Jackson.  8tl 
May, — Liverpool  via  Shanghai,  General.— But- 
terfield  &  Swire. 
Omega,  German  steamer,  1,043,  A.  Bendisien 
8th  May,— Takao  2nd  May,  23,500  cases  Sugar 
—Flint,  Kilby  &  Co. 
Hiroshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  2,035,  C. 
Anderson,  9th  May,— Hakodate  7th  May,  Ge- 
neral.—  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
9th  May,— Hongkong  2nd,  Nagasaki  6th,  and 
Kobe  8th  May,  Mails  and  General.— P  &-  O 
S.N.  Co.  ' 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall, 
R.N.R.,  10th  May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  3rd 
May,  Mails  and  General.— Frazar  &  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
IOth  May, — Otaru  via  ports  6th  May,  General. 
— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
IOth  May,— Kobe  9th  May,  General.— Nippon' 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Melbourne,  French  steamer,  4,038,  H.  Vimont, 
nth  May,— Marseilles  1st  April,  Hongkong  2nd 
May,  Shanghai  5th,  and  Kobe  olh,  Mails  and 
General. — Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
CYify  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  R.  R. 
Searle,  I  I  lb  May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  3rd 
May,  Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Benledi,  British  steamer,  1,481,  Faiquhar,  nth 
May,— London  via  pons,  General.— Cor'nes  & 
Co. 

Bonanza,  American  schooner,  97,  Aleck  McLean 
Ilth     May,— North     Pacific,     1,085  Seals.— 
Captain. 

Pak  Ling,  British  steamer,  1,910,  Long,  12th 
May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  General. — W.  M. 
Strachan  &  Co. 


Thompson, 61  li  May,— Otaru  viA  porta,  General. 

—Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Rtdjbalt  (0),  gunboat,  Captain  C.  G.  May,  7th 

May,  —  Hakodate. 
Empress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 

Leo,  R.N.R.,  71I,  May,  — Hongkong,  viApoiis, 

Mails  and  General. — Pram*  &  Co. 
Belgic,  British  steamer,  2,695,  VVin.  H.  Walker, 

91I1  May,— Hongkong,  Mail,,  aml  General.— 

O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Maple  Branch,  Bi  ititll  steamer,  1,935,  Hutchinson, 
May,— Hongkong    via    ports,  Ballast.— 

lu  azar  &  Co. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 

9U1    May,— Kobe,    General.— Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Glenfruin,  British  steamer,   1,918,  E.  Norman, 
loth  May,— London  vi&  ports,  General.— lar- 
dine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Petrel  (4),  U.S.  gunboat,  Lieutenant-Commander 

Book,  10th  May,— Behring  Sea. 
Edward  E.  Webster,  American  schooner, 98,  Daniel 
McLean,  nth  May,— North  Pacific,  Sea  line 
Gear. — H.  Alliens  &  Co. 
Omega,  German  steamer,  1,043,  A.  Bendisien,  1  ith 

May,— Kobe,  Sugar.— Flint,  Kilby  &  Co. 
Caroline  (14),  cruiser,  Caplain  C.   I.  Norcock 

Ilth  May,— Behring  Sea. 
Bygdo,  Norwegian  steamer,  771,  Ch.  Brekke,  nth 
May,— Kobe,  Ballast.— Dod well,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  Marshall 
R.N.R.,  nth  May,— Vancouver,  B.C.,  Mails 
and  General.— Frazar  &  Co. 
Hiroshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  2,035,  C. 
Anderson,  nth  May,— Bombay  via  po'r  ts,  'Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Palamed,  British  steamer,  1,482,  Robinson,  1  ith 
May,— London  via  ports,  General.— Butterfield 
&  Swire. 
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steamer,  4,738,  H. 


Natal,  French  steamer,  4,738,  H.  Verron,  5th 
May,— Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. 
— Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Normandie,  Norwegian  steamer,  956,  E.  A.  Bery, 
5th  May,— Kobe,  Ballast.— Simon,  Evers  &  Co.' 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
6th  May,— Kobe,  General.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  from  Otaru 
via  por  ts  :— Mr.  Harnan  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  from 
Vancouver,  B.C.  :— Mr.  R.  A.  Bole,  Mr    R  H 
nice    Mr.  H.J.  C.  Chambers,  Rev.  J.  Caron] 
Ramsay  Dinnis,  Miss  E.  E.  Ely,  Mr  D  L 
Do,  id,,  Mr.  T.  G.  Gowland,  Mr.  W.  Graham,' 
Harvey   Hadden,   Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hartigan 
and   family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hosie  and  child  Mr 
.  J     Hunt,  Mr.  H.  R.   Hunt,  Rev.  J.  G.  and 

a/S'„Ke"^  Mr-  H-  T-  Te,ry>  Mr-  C-  Watanabe, 
Mr.  Hans  Zeigler,  and  Mr.  Kawashima  in  cabin. 

Pe,  Bi  itish  steamer  Belgic,  from  San  Francisco  • 
—  Mr.  W.  J.  Schroth,  Mr.  A.  M.  Easton,  Mrs.  A. 

Easton,  Mr.  A.  J.  McGlew,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Happer, 
Mrs.  Jennie  Orchard  and  2  children,  Mrs  T  W 
Badger,  and   Mr.  T.  B.  Cunningham  in  cabin.' 
I'or    Hongkong  :— Mr.   W.    Melcher,    Mrs.  M 
and  Master  W.  A.  Sloan  in  cabin. 
British  steamer  Verona,  from  Hongkong 
ports:  — Mrs.   Holmes,  Mr.  Coleman,  Lieut. 
Lambert  Mrs.  Ah  Ling,  Mr.  A.  Y.  Woolley,  and 
Captain  Newell  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer   Empress  of  India,  from 
Hongkong  via  ports:— Miss  Parkes,  Mr  .  and  Mrs 
Ede,  Mr  G.  M.Grav,  Rev.  J.  J.  Rousseille,  Major 
Beimel    Mr.  G.  L.  Heastry,  Mr.  W.  Ritchie,  Mr. 
1.  O.Jones,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Munson,  Mr,  Man- 
nock,  Commander  Bane,  Dr.  Duville,  Rev.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Swaim  and  family,  Miss  Thwing  Mrs' 
Drew  and  infant,  the  Misses  Elsa,  Lucy,  and 
Kathleen    Drew,   Mrs.   Wilson   and  child,  Mrs 
Burton  nurse,  and  2  children,  Mrs.  Goddard  and 
child,  Mrs.  Dalrymple,  Mrs.  Burnie  and  3  chil- 
dren, Miss  Plumrner,  Mrs.  Keswick,  family,  and 
2   maids,   Mr.  J.   Rankin,   Rev.    Mr.  and  Mrs 
Freese  and  child,  Mr.  J.  Orkney,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Himen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baret,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foxj 
Miss  Lacey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greystone  and  valet) 
Mrs.  Alford,  2  children,  and  nurse,  Mr.  D.  E 
Brown,  Colonel    Greene,    Miss   Hodgson,  Mrs' 
Jellison  and  family,   Mrs.  and  Miss  Coults,  Mr. 
Mrs.,  and  Miss  de  Bernieres,   Mr.  Nils  Moller', 
Dr.  Cox,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leaman,  the  Misses 
Leaman   (2),  Mrs.  Milne,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade 
Gar  d'ner,  family,  and  nurse,  Mr.  Benohr,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Percival,  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T 
W.  H.  Burgoyne,  Mr.  L.  A.  Lyall,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  O.  Ltddell  and  family,  Mr.  F.  Lemke,  Mr 
C.  Wolter,  Mr.  A.  C.  Schomberg,  Mrs.  Evans 
and  2  children,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Maclnsky  Mr  E- 
J.  Foree,  Mr.  C.   Porter,  Dr.  MacCaulay,  Dr. 
Moore-Graham,  Mr.  Matsuka,  Master  Paul  At- 
wood,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cadby, 
and  Mr.  J.  P.  Stutchbury  in  cabin  ;  3  passengers 
in  second  class,  and  247  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  from  Otaru 
viA  pons :— Captain  Tsuda  in  cabin  ;  2  passengers 
in  second  class,  and  20  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  from  Kobe  • 
—  19  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  French  steamer  Melbourne,  from  Marseilles 
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via  ports  -.-Messrs.  Pe.e  Mathon,  Macluda,  Oscar 
FolUk,  Kawamura.  Lees,  A  V.  C.  Brnyn,  Prince 
d'Owemberg,  Mr.  Mauduit,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ya ha- 
shi,  Mr.  Georges,  Mr.  A.  and  Miss  J.  Av.les, 
Mess.s.  H.  Freverick,  E.  Mont.ggia,  Weu.dray, 
De-bordes,  the  London  Lytic  Co.  troupe  21,  Mr. 
F  GiHard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  Mr.  Bougou.n, 
Mr.  Betard,  and  Mr.  Tallers  in  cabin;  and  3 
Chinese  in  steerage.  , 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  from 
Hongkong  via  ports  :— Mr.  E.  A.  Hanson,  Mr. 
-  E  Griffith,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Walker,  M.S. 

and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McEwen,  Mrs. 


Taiberl "Miss"  TaTbe^t,  Mrs/c.  B.  Schensky,  Miss  [at  5  p.m.,  passed  Messina  on  the  3rd  at  2  p.m 
iaiDen,  uii»  1  ,  o„„c.  I  thence  t( 


C.  Foster,  M 
Taibert,  M.... 

Hogg,  Miss  C.  G.  HoKK,  and  Mrs.  L.  Von  Bons- 
doiff  in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Natal,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Simon,  Mess.s. 
Bougou'm,  Shelchburg,  P.  A.  Nicolle,  A.  H Jan..., 
Pineyro  Y.  Villavai  encia,  Ctia.les  Eymard,  Claude 
Eymard,  B.  A.ge,  and  John  Millwood  "«^&b«n 


Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  from 
Hongkong  via  ports :— Rice,  1,752  bags  ;  Sugar, 
482  bags  ;  Merchandise,  62  packages  ;  total,  2,296. 

REPORTS. 
The  British  steamer  Belgic,  Captain  Walker, 
reports -.—  Left  San  Francisco  the  19th  April;  had 
strong  westerly  winds  and  sea  throughout  the 
passage.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  7th  May  at 
I.20  p.m.    Time,  16  days,  3  hours,  57  minutes. 

The  French  steamer  Melbourne,  Captain  H. 
Vimont,  reports  -.—Left  Marseilles  on  the  1st  April 


MKTAI.S. 
quiet.  Dealers 


hold  off  :  and 


thence  to  Candia  stormy  and  rainy  weather,  heavy 
sea  with  strong  East  wind  ;  called  at  Alexandria 
on  the  6lh  and  the  same  day  at  Port  Said  ;  entered 
the  Suez  Canal  on  the  7th  at  2  a.m.,  left  Suez  the 
same'day  at  8  p.m.,  experienced  fine  weather  with 
very  smooth  sea  all  through  the  Red  Sea ;  left 
Aden  on  the  I2lh  at  II  a.m.  fine  weather,  smooth 
water;  on  the  14th  supplied  with  water  Arabian 
boat  which  had  left  Bombay  three  weeks  befo.e 


Per  British  steamer  Belgic,  for  Hongkong  :—  I  d  was  goi|lg  tQ  Aden.  An ived  in  Colombo  on  the 
Mr.  W.  Melcher,  Mrs.  M.  Sloan  and  son,  and  |  a|)d  i|t  Singap0,.e  oll  the  24th.    Left  Saigon 


Dr.  anc 
Coults, 
Bagneux, 


Mr.  J.  H.  Firth  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  -learner  Takasago  Afartt,  for  Kobe  : 
—Mrs.  Orchard  and  2  children,  Mrs.  and  Master 
Holmes,  Mrs.  D.  K.  Wright  and  child,  Mrs. 
Flint  Mr.  I.  Leslie,  Mr.  W.  F.  Gotch,  Mr.  1.  B. 
Cunningham,  Mr.  C.  Tamari,  Captain  C.  O  sen, 
Mr  T.  Tanaka,  and  Mr.  J.  Schroth  ...  cabin; 
Messrs.  T.  Hansen,  R.  Kan,  Inaguchi,  R.  Stain- 
ton,  and  R.  Komatsugawa  in  second  class,  and 
■to  passengers  in  steerage.  ,r 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India,  for  Van- 
couver   B.C.:— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashmore,  Master 
AtwoorJ,  Mr.  G.  C.  Austin,  Hon.  A.  H.  Baring, 
Miss  M.  Barkley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  Major 
Bennett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Bland,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Bland,  Mi.   Brower,   Mrs.  Brower,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr    and  Mrs.  Cadby  and  child,  Mr.  and  Mis. 
■Garment  and  child,  Miss  Ca.ment,  Miss  Carnclc, 
id  Mrs.  Clappe,  Mr.  E.  J.  Colthurst,  Mrs. 
Miss  Coutls,  Dr.  Dalton,  Mr.  Pierre  de 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  Berniers,  Mr.  A.  M. 
de  Berniers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jas.  Dick  and  child, 
Mrs.  Drew  and  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drysdale, 
Mr  Dumelin,  Earl  Dunmore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ede, 
Mis   Evans  and  2  children,  Mr.  J.  F.  Favernay, 
Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  W.  M.  Hallgartoy, 
Miss  Hargrave,    Mr.    Hargraves,    Rev.  C.  K. 
Harrington,    Miss   L.   Hart,    Mr.    Harada,  Mr. 
Helm,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  T.  Hewetson,  Miss 
Amelia  Hill,  Miss  Louisa  Hill,  Mr.  and  Miss 
Holland,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Hoy  and  3  children,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hulton,   Mr.  Hugh   Ingl.s,  Sir  Wm. 
Tardine,  Mrs.  Jellison  and  children,  Mrs.  Kellar, 
Dr.  J.J.  Ki.kbride,  Mr.  G.  G.  Lancaster,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Layard  and  child,  Lieut.  Leake,  R.N., 
Rev  and  Mrs.  Leaman  and  child,  Miss  Leaman, 
Mr.  Lemke,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levy,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Liddell  and  children,   Miss  Lister,    Mr.  Lister, 
Mr  P  M.  I.ortet,  Mr.  Lyall,  Mrs.  Lye,  Mr.  Ma- 
tsuki,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  McCulsky,  Captain 
McMillan,  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Wm.  McQuade,  Mrs. 
Milne,  Captain  Nils  Moller,  Mr.  MolHson,  Mrs. 
Munson   and  child,   Mr.  John    Myers,  Miss  A. 
Naess,  Miss  Parkes,  Mr.  ]ohu  Payne,  Mr.  Per- 
cival,  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr.  W.  Rentsche,  Mr.  Ripley, 
Mr  'Ritchie,  Mr.  Joseph  Rock,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 
C    Rogers,  Rev.  J.J.  Roussielle,   Mr.  Rowland, 
Colonel  W.  D.  Samuells,  Miss  Scholfield,  Miss 
G.  Scholfield,  Mr.  Schomberg,  L01  d  Henry  Scott, 
Mr.  and   Mrs.  Scoulaudi,   Mr.  Stulchhury,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Swan  and  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swift   and  child,    Mr.  Wm.   Tebb,   Miss  Tebb, 
Miss  Timing,   Miss  Thomson,   Miss  Thomson, 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Wade  Gard'ner  and  children,  Mi. 
A.  W.  Whitley,  Mr.  C.  W.  Whish,  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, and  Mr.  Wolter  in  cabin. 


CARGOES. 

Per  French  steamer  Natal,  for  Shanghai  via 
Kobe:— Raw  Silk  for  France,  69  bales;  Waste 
Silk  for  Fiance,  49  bales. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru 
—Treasure,  $174,200.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India,  tor  Van- 
couver,  B.C. : — 

TEA. 

CHICAGO  KIW  YORK  PACI- 

AND 


on  the  28th  at  2  p.m. ; 
and  N.E.  swell  as  far 


expeuenced  fine  weather 
as  Parcels  Reefs ;  thence 
N.E.  breeze 


overcast  and  rainy  weather,  fresh 
freshening  in  approaching  Hongkong,  heavy  sea  ; 
passed  Gap  Rock  on  the  1st  May  at  8  a.m.  and 
moored  in  Hongkong  at  IO-45  a-in-  Left  Hongkong 
on  the  2nd  May  at  5  a.m.,  hazy  and  rainy  weather, 
fresh  N.E.  breeze,  moderate  sea  ;  passed  Lammocks 
at  8.30  p.m.;  thence  hazy  weather  calm;  passed 
Turnabout  at  II  a.m.  on  the  3rd  May  ;  thence  N.E. 
swell  with  variable  breezes,  hazy  weather  ;  passed 
Steep  Island  at  II  a.m.  on  the  4th,  and  anchored 
in  Woosung  at  7.30  p.m. ;  left  Woosung  on  the  5th 
inst.  at  10.15  p.m.;  passed  Gutzlaff  on  the  5th  at 
.15  a.m. ;  thence  to  Goto  Islands  foggy  and  rainy 


Market  very 

although  quotations  are  unchanged  the  tone  is 
feeble. 

r  «R  PICU  L. 

flat  Mais,  i  iucl.    »3°°  to  3  65 

Flat  liars,  \  inch    3  7°  >»  3  75 

Round  and  squaie  up  to  J  inch    3.60(03.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3-7°  103.80 

Sheet  Iron   475  to  5.00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20  to  9.50 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.00  to  6.25 

Tin  Hate*,  per  hox   6.10  to  6  30 

Pilf  Iron,  No.  3    «-6o  to  1.70 

ICHHOSISNK. 
Market  very  quiet  with  prices  weaker.  The 
Henriette  has  just  arrived  from  New  York  with 
65,000  cases  Chester.    We  leave  all  quotations 
unchanged,  but  they  cannot  be  called  strong. 

Chester    «'-70   to  1 .72* 

Comet    1.67*  to  • -7o 

Devoe   

Russian  Anchor   '-65 

Russian  Moon    '-D0 

SUCAR. 

More  doing,  and  in 'Browns  prices  are  stronger 
with  a  slight  rise  in  some  kinds.  White  Refined 
—  Market  firm,  with  no  change  in  quotations. 

PER  PICU  I.. 

HrownTakao    $4-50*04.60 

Brown  Manila    5-20  to  5-3" 

Brown  Daitong   3.30103.40 

Brown  Canton    4.10104.40 

White  Java  and  Penang   7-'o  to  7  20 

White  'Helmed    7-50to  9.50 


to  1 .67J 
to  1.624 


Our 
which 


weather,  light  East  breeze;  thence  fresh  N.E. 
breeze,  moderate  sea  ;  passed  Shimonoseki  on  the 
7th  at  4.30  p.m.  ;  thence  to  Kobe  overcast  and  hazy 
weather.    Came  alongside  the  piers  on  the  8th  at 

10.45  a-m-  Left  Kobe  011  l,,e  9tl1  at  4  P'm"  ' 
and  fine  weather;  passed  Ooshima  at  II.45  p.m.  ; 
thence  till  4  a.m.  on  the  10th  calm  and  rainy  wea- 
ther •  thence  strong  north-easte.  ly  wind,  heavy  sea  ; 
passed  Rock  Island  at  2. 15  p.m.  Moored  in 
Yokohama  at  7.30  p.m 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 
Mar  ket  generally  unchanged.    Nothing  much 
doing  in  "spot"  bargains,  although  a  few  parcels 
Turkey  Reds,  White  Shirtings,  and  Italian  Cloih  |  happens  to  us, 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK, 
last  issue  was  of  the  4th  instant,  since 
date  settlements  on  this  market  are  231 
divided  thus  :  Filatures,  157  pictils  ;  Re- 
'reel's,  49  piculs ;  Kakeda,  25  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  7  bales,  making  the  total  business 
of  (he  week  equal  to  240  piculs. 

Some  business  for  the  United  States  has  con- 
tinued, prices  gradually  declining  with  each  pur- 
chase made.  Holders  are  offering  their  stock 
freely,  but  without  finding  many  takers  and  the 
prospect  is  that  prices  will  go  still  lower. 

Stock  remains  in  -the  neighbourhood  of  7,000 
piculs,  daily  arrivals  being  quite  equal  to  the  sales. 

New  CVop.— Advices  from  all  producing  coun- 
tries both  in  Europe  and  Asia  appear  to  be  good 
so  far  and  consumers  have  made  up  their  minds  to 
only  buy  from  hand  to  mouth  until  the  outcome 
of  the  new  crop  is  ascertained.  Here  the  weather 
is  cool,  unusually  so,  but  without  being  sufficiently 
cold  to  damage  the  crop,  and  if  nothing  worse 
we  shall  have  a  crop  larger  than 


change  hand's  now  and  then.  Grey  Yarns,  Grey  that  of  the  present  season 
u       S    11    _n  „u   T,or»  has  nn  v  been  on 


Shirtings,  and  Woollens  generally  are  all  about 
at  a  standstill.  Quotations  unchanged,  but  look- 
ing weak. 

COTTON    PIECK  (;OOi)S. 

PER   V  I ECI. 

l/uey.bliiUings— 8i  Hi,  3M J  yds.  3yincl.es  $2.40  10  3-00 
Giey  Shi.  tings— gill,  3«i  yls.  45  i'iclie!i    2  60    '»  3  4° 

1.  Cloth— 7lb,  24  ya.ds,  32  inches    1.70    to  2.00 

1.70  to  2.35 
"  75   10  375 

PER  YARD  . 
Ol6     tO  0  21 

'per  piece. 
6,85    to  9,05 

to  1.00 


Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  44  inches... 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards,  30  inches... 
Cotton— Italians  and  Satteens  Mack,  3* 
inches   


0.85 
1.60 
1  90 
2,40 
3  00 


Kobe 


CANADA. 

Hongkong   — 

Foochow    200 

Hyogo    239 

Yokohama    ...  1.436 


862 
3.454 


A  Nil 
EAST. 


495 
4,638 


ric 

COAST 
60 


I40 


01HIR 
CITIES. 


Velvets— Black, 35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches  .. 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   • 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

WOOLLENS. 

Flannel  •"  •••  ••;   *°-27» 

Italian  Cloth,  3"  yards,  32  inches  hest  0.35 
Italian   Cloth,  30  ya.ds,  32  inches 

Medium  

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   

MoiiHseline  de  I.aine— Crape,  2  |  yards, 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilots,  51  @  56  inches    0.35 

Cloths— Presidents,  54     56  inches    ...  0.00 

Cloths— Union,  54  «£!  56  indies   

msiihets— Scarlet  and  Creen,  4  <<>  34  I*1. 
0«r  1»>   


to  1.80 

lo  2,20 

to  2.85 
to  3.20 


BR  YARD. 

l(.  0.45 

to  O.40 
0  30  to  0.35 
0.25    to  0.30 


0.15 


•  40 


0.45 


U.  o  22\ 

lo  0.50 
to  0.05 
10  0.70 

...  0.52J 


Total    1,875    4>3'6    5»>33  Joo 

SILK. 

NSW  YORK.      OTHER  CITII'. 

Hongkong  Si  Canton     10    —  ••• 

Shanghai    « 77    •■■ 

Yokohama   M<5    — 


Total 


333 


TOTAL. 
60 
200 
',506 

7,668 
■  1,524 


•77 
■  46 

333 


COTTON  VAItflS.       per  picul. 

Nos.  iD/ij,  Ordinary   

Nos.  .ft/24,  Medium    $38.00  to  39.00 

Mos.  .6/21,  Good  to  Hest   39-5"  to  4°-5° 

Nos .  16/24,  Revei se   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   4>°°  t°  42.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    42  00  to  43.00 

Nos.  28't2.  Good  h>  Kent   43-o°  to  44.00 

No«    38/ |2,  Medium  tu  Heal    46. OO  lo  47.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    45  00  to  46.00 

No  42s,  I  wo-fold    52.00  to  54.00 


No.  20S,  llonihay 
No .  16s,  liomhav 


There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity, 
the  French  mail  S.S.  Natal,  which  left  port  on  the 
5th  instant,  taking  69  bales  for  Europe.  The  pre- 
sent export  figures  are  41,787  piculs  against  46,566 
piculs  last  year  and  47,797  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Filatures. — A  few  purchases  from  day  to  day, 
chiefly  for  the  United  Slates  trade,  prices  declin- 
ing. The  latest  sales  give  Kaimeisha  $760; 
Inasha,  $760;  Yajima,  $750;  Rujokan,  $740; 
Koshu  Yajima  is  also  said  to  have  been  done  at 
$750.  Some  ordinary  Filatures,  mixed  brands, 
are  reported  at  $700,  with  common  Tottori at  $660. 
Nothing  done  for  Europe  and  prices  are  more  or 
less  nominal,  although  dealers  offer  to  sell  cheap. 

Re-reels. — There  has  not  much  been  done  in 
these.  The  last  sale  noted  was  Tortoise  chop, 
$710,  with  common  Rikuchu  at  $650. 

Kakeda.— These  have  been  bought  in  small 
parcels,  prices  being  on  the  downward  grade. 
Horsehead,  $660,  with  Flower  Girl  at  about  the 
same  price. 

In  other  sorts,  nothing  done. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks— No.  it   — 

Hanks— No.  2  (Sliinshu)    — 

Hanks— No.  2  (  )oshu)    — 

Hanks— No.  2$  (Shinshu)   — 

Hanks— No.  2\  (]oshu)   — 

Hanks— No.  2\  to  3    — 

Hanks— No.  3    ~~ 

Hanks— No.  3"j   •••   — 

Filatures— Extra  10/1 2  deniers   Nom.  — 

Filatures— Extra  13/15  denieis    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1,  10/13  denier*    Nom. $740  to  750 

Filatures —  No.  1,  13/. 5,  I4'«rt  den  ...  Nom.  760  to  770 

Filatures—  No.  i\,  10/.4  deniers    710  to  720 

Filatures— No.  ii.  13/1",  M/17 ''en   74°  to  750 

Filatures—  No.  2.  10/15  deniers    690  to  700 

Filatures—  No.  2,  14/18  deniers    700  to  710 

Filatures— No.  3,  14/20  denieis    680  to  690 

Re-reels — Extra   •■•  

Re-reels— (Oshu)  llest  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-reels — No.  I,  13/15,  1  4/1  6  deniers   720  to  730 

Re-reels— No.  li,  13/16,  1  4/ 1 7  deniers   7°°  to  710 

Re-reels— No.  2,  .4/18  deniers   07°'°  680 

Re-reels— No.  2\,  14/18  deniers    650  to  660 
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Re-reel»— No.  j,  1 lUniam    630  to  (140 

Kakadai — Rxlra   710  to  710 

KuUeilas — No.  1    oqo  to  700 

Ktkedat— Nq.  i(   65010  060 

Kalceilss—  No.  1    630  to  040 

KaKeiUs — No.  14    610  to  620 

Knkeilas — No.  j     — 

KoUeilas — No.  34    — 

Kalcetla* — No.  4    — 

Oallll  Srmlai — No.  it   — 

MnniHtsiiIci — No.  1,  2    Nom.  — 

llainatsiiUi — No.  j,  4    Nom. 

•so.lai — TJo.  34   — 

Kxptii  1  Kaw  Silk  TaMes  to  nth  May,  180.4. 


Mai  

iNuj.|8g4. 

1S91.93 

i8gi.ga 

11 » ■  >• . 

Mm.. 

Hi  1  «i. 

a  J '9.1 4 
'7.536 

18,619 

27. '53 

17,909 
28,834 

A  in.*,  irM 

total 

1  Males 

 i  Tiroli 

40,470 
4'.787 

4S.77* 
46,566 

46.743 
47.797 

-icllleiiici.il.  aiul  IHrecf) 

lixport  from  1st  |nly  j 

42,050 

6,950 

46,600 
1000 

r  it:  11  Ilk, 
47,650 

3.300 

i\  uatlal.la  m 

l>|iliea  in  <tui 

-  49,oi>o 

47,600 

5O.950 

WASTE  SILK. 

A  small  business  and  dull  market,  settlements 
being  115  piculs,  divided  thus  :  Noshi,  57  piculs  ; 
Kibiso,  58  piculs.    No  direct  shipments. 

The  maiket  seems  to  have  fallen  upon  dull  times 
indeed  and  the  small  business  done  has  been  at 
lower  prices.  Buyers  look  for  a  further  reduction 
before  they  operate  to  any  large  extent,  and  from 
all  appearances  dealeis  will  have  to  give  way,  the 
stock  being  large  and  cumbersome. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities, 
the  French  mail  steamer  Natal  taking  67  bales 
and  the  Canal  steamer  Glenearn  74  bales,  all  for 
Euiope.  These  depai  lures  make  the  present  ex- 
po! t  figures  26,558  piculs,  against  40,396  piculs 
last  year  and  30,663  piculs  at  the  same  date  in 
1892. 

Noshi. —  Nothing  done  beyond  a  few  puichases 
in  Joshu  at  $62  and  $64  per  picul. 

Kibiso.  —Small  purchases  of  Filature  at  about 
$100,  with  ordinal y  Yechlgo  at  $43. 

In  other  sorts,  nothing  whatever  doing. 

QUOTATIONS. 

fietcetl  Cocuona — Good  to  Uest   — 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Best   $135  to  140 

N oalit-ito — Filature,  Good    125  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Medium    115  to  120 

Noshi-ito — Oslui,  Good  to  Best    135  to  135 

Noslii-ito — Shiiisliu,  Uest    — 

Noshi-ito — Shiiisliu,  Good   go  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Shiiisliu,  Medium    80  to  85 

Noshi-ito — Biishu,  Good  to  liesjt   115  to  125 

Noshi-ito — Joshu,  Best    — 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    70  to  75 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Ordinary    60  to  65 

Kihiso — Filature,  Best  selected   100  to  1  10 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds   90  to  95 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Best   70  to  75 

Kibiso — Shiiisliu,  Best   — 

Kibiso — Shiiisliu,  Seconds    — 

Kibiso: — Joshu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to  35 

Kibiso — joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Haclioji,  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Haclioji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vlawiata — Good  to  Best   160  to  170 

Kxport  Table  Waste  Silk  to  nth  May,  1894-,— 

Skaiiin  1893-94.      1892-93.  1891-92. 

PlCllLa.         PlCULJ.        1*1  DHLS. 

37,704  28,564 

2,692  2,099 


Waste  SitU    23,327 

t'li-iced  Cocoons   3,23' 


26,558 
27,900 


40,396  30,663 


45,620 
2,200 


33.400 
5.500 


s  ct  I  Iclneilts  and  Dliect 

Export  from  1st  July  , 
Mode,  nth  May   15,600 

Available  supplies  to  date  43,500        47,820  38,900 

Exchange  has  weakened  slightly  during  the  week, 
present  rates  being  as  tinder: — London,  jm/s. 
Credits,  2/lf;  Documents,  2/lf;  6m/s.  Credits, 
2/2.  New  York,  3od/s.  U.S.  $52;  4ni/s.  U.S. 
$53,  Paris,  or  Lyons,  jm/s.  fcs.  2.71;  6m/s. 
fcs.  2.72^. 

Estimated  Silk  Stock,  nth  May,  1894-; — 

Willi,  Pleura. 

Cocoons   140 

Noshi-ito    8,030 

Kibiso    7,000 

Mawata   120 


R»».  MCULS 

Hanks    — 

Filatures    3.550 

Re-reeis   2,875 

Kalceda    525 

Osnu   — 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  — 


Sundries    310 


Total  piculs  ...  15,600 


Total  piculs    6.950 

TEA. 

Large  business  doing,  and  settlements  to  date 
are  about  double  what  lliey  were  last  year.  Buyers 
have  rushed  each  other  a  bit,  paying  long  prices 
for  the  new  leaf,  which  shows  no  improvement 


over  last  year's  quality.    The  season  ii  early  and 

Medium  giades  alieady  in  the  field. 

gUOTATlONS  (NKW  LKAI'). 

Choicest    $,8  i0  40 

Choice   35  to  36 

Finest    33  to  34 

Pine    30  to  j  1 

Good  Medium    27  to  28 

Medium    25  to  26 

EXCHANGK. 

Exchange  has  weakened  to  a  small  extent  during 
the  week,  but  rates  are  fairly  firm  at  the  close, 
Sterling — Bank  T.T   2/1 

Mclllng  —  Haul,  Hills  UU  ilcluaml    2'|J 

Sterling — Bank  4  months'  sight    2/1  j 

Sterling — Private  4  months'  sight   2/l| 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/1  j 

On  Paris — Bank  sight   2.63 

On  Lyons — Private  4  months'  sight   2.70 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight    J  0/o  dis. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days' sight    ij  "/„  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    72J 

On  Shanghai — Private  io  days'  sight    73J 

On  India — Rank  sight    193 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight    196 

On  America — Bank  Bills  011  demand    50! 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    52 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   52' 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.11 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.19 

Bar  Silver  (London)    28J 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 

ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDOM'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 

"^^TE  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 

March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  155.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  World 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

MONEY jAND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  |ournal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.   Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
•  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TRADE." 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 
THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  theForeign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andtoall  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  ]apan,South  America,  and  other  countries 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  1 8th,  1892.  t.f. 


The  most  admired  of  all  Perfumes.  Other 
odours  pall  upon  the  sense,  but  Atkin- 
son's "White  Hose"  is  ever  fresh  and 
sweet . 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  BE  COLOGNE 

Renowned  for  a  couple  of  centuries,  this 
Perfume  has  given  rise  to  a  legion  of 
Worthless  Imitations.    Use  only  Atkin- 
son's English  make,  which  is  the  finest. 
(If  all  Dealers. 
H.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
1 "  White  RoBe,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894 


58o 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[May  12,  1894. 


Awarded  Cold  Medal  L/pool  Intern'l  Exhibition.  1836. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVEND9SH  CO., 


LIMITED. 


LIVEBPOOIf 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixtura" 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

X»tablisned  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sib  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says— "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Hollovvay's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr.  J.  T.  CouPER,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871 ,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  Lgave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  tiorse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonfulof  Ointment  was  worth  afowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890 


THE  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


IMPERIAL  JAPANESE  DIET 

in  Book  Form. 


THE  "Proceedings"  include  EPITOMISED 
DEBATES,  Translations  of  the  Bills  dis- 
cussed, Budgets,  Speeches  of  the  Ministers  of 
State  in  full,  Questions  put  and  the  answers  of 
the  Government,  and  the  Legislative  Work  of 
the  Session. 

PRICE  #1. 

To  be  obtained  at  the  Office  of  the  Japan 
Mail,  No.  51,  Main  Street. 

"  NEW  CODES  AND  OLD  CUSTOMS." 

By  J.H.W. 
Reprinted  from  the  "Japan  Mail." 
PRICE  FIFTY  CENTS. 
Dceember  20th,  1893. 


BANDAI-SAN 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 

1 

PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


With  Coloured  Plan, 

A FULL  REPORT  on  the  ERUPTION 
of  BANDAI-SAN,  being  a  reprint  from 
he  "Japan  Mail"  of  copious  translations  from 
Tokyo  Journals,  a  Description  by  "  Our  Re- 
porter," and  an  "  Editorial, "written  aftera  visit 
to  the  locality.  Price  50  Cents. 
To  be  obtained  at  the  Japan  Mail  Office,  or 
Kelly  &  Walsh,  Limited, 


ASK  FOR 


LIEBIC  COM  PANYS 


And  see  that  each.  Jar  baars  baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  he  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 


Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORDS^ 

FLUID 
MAGNESIA, 


MAGNESIA 


N.B.-  ASK  FOR 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA, 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH   "GLOW-WORM,"  63ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
ftnd  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  ^nd  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 


Manager. 


'TWICKENHAM. 


April  231  d,  1893. 
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"?AIS  CE  QUE  DOIS:    ADVIENNE  QUE  POURRA  !" 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  reauested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  pay  able  to  same:  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama  :  Saturday,  May  iqth,  1894. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  members  of  the  Lower  House  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  Imperial  Palace  on  the  20th  inst. 

Captain  Shields  of  the  sealer  May  Belle, 
has  arrived  at  Hakodate,  having  been  picked 
up  by  another  vessel. 

Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka  has  been  chosen 
President  of  the  Lower  House,  with  Mr.  Kata- 
oka  Kenkichi,  as  Vice-President. 


Mr.  Hiranuma  Senzo,  the  Yokohama  million- 
aire, has  lost  his  appeal  in  the  High  Court  ; 
he  will  now  take  it  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  two  Hogan  Temples  in  Kyoto  are  to  be 
insured.  The  amount  of  the  policy  is  estimated 
to  exceed  yen  5,000,000  for  each  temple. 

The  Presidentship  of  the  Yokohama  Doshin 
Kaisha,  vacant  through  the  death  of  Mr.KitoTei- 
jiro,  has  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Watanabe  Koki. 


Japanese  post-cards  hitherto  solely  used  for 
domestic  service  within  the  Empire,  may  now  be 
sent  abroad  if  the  necessary  extra  postage-stamps 
are  attached. 


The  real  business  of  the  Diet  commenced 
on  Wednesday,  when  the  Committees  were 
chosen  and  the  Section  arranged.    Count  Ito 


delivered  a  speech  during  which  he  was  fre- 
quently interrupted,  and  much  disorder  pre- 
vailed. On  Thursday  the  allied  Opposition's 
Address  to  the  Throne  was  rejected,  after  a 
tumultuous  debate,  by  a  majority  of  five. 

Sixty-nine  persons  were  attacked  by  small-pox 
in  Yamanashi  Prefecture  during  the  week  ended 
the  1 2th  inst.,  of  whom  twenty-two  died. 

Messrs.  Onoda  Utaji,  Matsuoka  Tsunekichi, 
and  Yokota  Sennosuke,  advocates  in  the  Tokyo 
Bar,  will  defend  Li  Ii-shoku  in  the  Korean 
attempted  murder  case. 

An  enquiry  has  been  held  in  Tokyo  into  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  stranding  of  the 
N.Y.K.  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru  on  Saratoga 
Spit  on  the  5th  of  March  last. 

The  consumption  of  Japanese  coal  is  steadily 
increasing  in  Bombay,  where  it  can  be  delivered 
at  14  rupees,  as  against  20  rupees,  the  cost  and 
freight  price  of  Cardiff  coal. 

A  wreck  has  been  discovered,  buried  in  the 
sand,  at  Matsumra,  Naka  District,  Ibaraki  Pre- 
fecture, with  the  body  of  a  foreigner  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  decomposition  on  board. 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Nippon  Race  Club 
took  place  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day. Despite  the  paucity  of  entries  the  sport 
provided  was  fairly  good.  Miss  Wheeler  present- 
ed the  Ladies  Purse. 

James  Oldfield,  an  English  sailor,  on  being 
removed  under  remand  from  the  British  Court 
on  Wednesday,  smashed  several  panes  of  glass 
in  the  Shipping  Office  of  the  Consulate  ere 
proceeding  to  the  cells. 

A  plague  known  as  "  Black  Death  "  has  broken 
out  in  Canton  and  spread  to  Hongkong.  Strict 
quarantine  regulations  will  be  put  into  force  by 
the  Government  to  prevent  the  fatal  disease 
from  entering  Japan. 

The  British  ship  Queen  Victoria,  while  coming 
up  the  Bay  on  Tuesday,  ran  aground  at  Futtsu 
Spit,  but  floated  off  at  high  tide.  On  Wednes- 
day the  Argomene,  also  a  British  sailing  vessel, 
ran  ashore  at  Iida,  Suruga  Bay. 

The  London  Lyric  Company  has  been  playing 
to  good  houses  at  the  Public  Hall  this  week 
They  have  given  "  Jane,"  "  The  Private  Secre- 
tary," "  Liberty  Hall,"  "  Charley  s  Aunt,"  "  The 
Guardsman,"  and  "Nerves." 


with  imported  sugar :— 1892  :  Home  sugar, 
8,108,519  ktn  ;  foreign  sugar,  [89,991,481  kin 
{yen  9,519,614  in  value)  ;  ratio  between  home 
production  and  imported  sugar,  4.5  to  95.5  • 
1891:  home  sugar,  9,699,644  kin;  foreign' 
sugar,  1,611,603,584  kin  {yen  7,735,742)  ;  ratio, 
5.8  to  94.2  ;  1890:  home  sugar,  11,777,356 
kin  ;  foreign  sugar,  165,955,614  kin  {yen 
8,384,858);  ratio,  6.6  to  93.4;  1889:  home 
sugar,  8,267,094  kin;  foreign  sugar,  120,722,172 
kin  {yen  6,205,217)  ;  ratio,  6.4  to  93.6;  1888: 
home  sugar,  6,817,406  kin;  foreign  sugar, 
145.425.S95  kin  (ven  6,853,384)  ;  ratio,  4.5  to 
95.5.  Sugar  is  mostly  produced  in  Kagawa, 
Tokushima,  Ehime,  Hiroshima,  Kochi,  Miya- 
zaki,  and  Kagoshima,  while  Osaka  and  Waka- 
yama  rank  next  in  quantity. 


A  notification  has  been  issued  by  the  Minister 
of  Communications  to  the  effect  that  Western 
Australia  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  countries 
grouped  in  accordance  with  the  International 
Telegraph  Agreement. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Barristers'  Associa- 
tion of  Yokohama  was  held  on  the  12th  instant 
at  which  Messrs.  Yano  Sukeyoshi  and  Yama- 
shita  Yasuyoshi  were  elected  President  and 
Vice-President  respectively. 

The  fortifications  at  Kanonzaki,  Futtsu,  and 
Sasushima  are  nearly  completed,  and  it  is  stated 
that  H.I.M.  the  Emperor  will  inspect  them  at 
no  distant  date.  Experimental  firing  with  big 
guns  will  take  place  on  the  occasion. 

Zai-Gen,  father  of  the  Korean  murderer,  Hong 
lately  arrived  at  Soul  to  meet  his  son.  It  is 
said  that  Zai-Gen  lias  been  appointed  a  Head- 
man in  Taikin-fu  in  recognition  of  the  meri- 
torius  services  of  his  son  in  assassinating  Kim- 
Ok-kyun. 

Tm  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  out-turn 
of  sugar  in  Japan,  for  five  years  ended  1892, 


Bomb  explosions  continue  in  Paris,  the  last  occur- 
ring in  the  Rue  Kleber;  no  life  was  lost.  The 
Anarchists,  Ferrara  and  Polti,  who  were  arrest- 
ed in  London,  have  been  sentenced  to  twenty 
and  ten  years'  penal  servitude  respectively.  An 
explosion  has  taken  place  in  the  Royal  Cordite 
Factory  at  Waltham.  Many  people  were  killed 
and  injured,  and  much  damage  was  done. 
Roberts,  the  champion  billiard  player,  has  made 
a  break  of  1,332,  spot-barred.  Lord  Salisbury 
is  willing  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  nation  in 
matters  of  internal  politics.  The  Registration 
Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Sir  E.  Grey  has  stated  that  Major 
Owen  reached  Wadelai  (Central  Africa,  north 
of  the  Albert  Nyanza)  on  the  4th  February,  and 
hoisted  the  British  flag.  But  he  acted  without  in- 
structions from  the  Government.  Ladas,  Lord 
Rosebery's  colt,  has  won  the  Two  Thousand 
Gu  ineas.  Italy  intends  maintaining  her  colony 
at  Massowah  and  the  protectorate  over  Abys- 
sinia. Signor  Crispi  thinks  that  if  Italy  were 
to  disarm  she  would  have  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  conqueror  in  the  event  of  a  European 
war.  The  Dutch  Royal  Commission  have  re- 
ported in  favour  of  a  scheme  for  reclaiming 
half  a  million  acres  of  land  from  the  Zuyder 
Zee.  The  work  will  cost  thirty  millions  sterling. 
The  editors  of  five  Berlin  newspapers  have  been 
imprisoned  for  periods  varying  from  two  to  five 
months,  and  others  have  been  heavily  fined,  for 
accusing  the  police  of  exceeding  their  duty  in 
dispersing  a  meeting  of  unemployed. 


There  is  very  little  to  say  about  the  Import 
trade  and  no  improvement  to  report.  There 
have  been  a  few  sales  of  Yarn  (doubles),  and 
small  parcels  of  Silk  Satins,  summer  Flannel, 
and  certain  Fancy  Cottons  have  been  taken,  but 
the  business  has  been  almost  retail  in  extent. 
As  usual,  during  race  week,  there  has  been  a 
general  falling  off  of  transactions,  but  the  trade 
of  the  last  few  days  since  people  returned  to 
business  has  been  of  the  most  meagre  descrip- 
tion. The  Metal  market  is  unchanged,  and 
dullness  reigns  supreme.  Prices  are  without 
change  for  Kerosene,  with  no  fresh  business 
to  report.  Notwithstanding  rumours  of  a  short 
crop  of  Sugar  in  Formosa,  prices  have  not  gone 
up,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  fairly  large  stock  here 
of  all  descriptions.  There  has  been  a  little  more 
doing  in  Silk,  but  not  enough  to  make  any  great 
impression  on  the  large  stock,  which  holders  are 
beginning  to  see  the  necessity  of  reducing,  and 
prices  in  consequence  have  been  a  little  easier. 
Crop  prospects  are  excellent.  A  little  more  also 
has  been  done  in  Waste,  but  the  stock  still 
remains  at  15,000  piculs  odd.  Heavy  settle- 
ments have  been  made  in  Tea,  and  prices  have 
declined  a  dollar  for  most  grades  as  supplies 
are  coming  in  plentifully,  and  the  firing  godowns 
have  been  in  full  swing,  a  lot  of  cargo  having 
been  got  ready  during  the  past  week.  Ex- 
change has  again  declined. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  political  horizon,  of  late  overcast  with 
dark  and  threatening  clouds,  has  cleared  up  for 
the  present  at  least.  In  spite  of  all  that  the 
allied  parties  could  do  for  the  passage  of  the 
Address  to  the  Throne  declaring  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Government,  it  was  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  Thursday  last. 
There  remains  another  Address  proposed  by 
the  Radical  party  ;  but  its  fate  is  sealed.  It  will 
be  opposed  by  the  allied  parties  on  the  ground 
that  is  not  strong  enough,  and  by  the  majority 
of  the  Independents  for  the  same  reason  that 
induced  them  to  reject  the  other  Address. 
Thus  it  will  probably  be  thrown  out  by 
a  larger  majority  than  its  predecessor.  The 
Radical  motion  for  a  resolution  about  the  disso- 
lution of  the  late  House  of  Representatives  may 
pass,  though  there  is  a  strong  probability 
against  it.  But  it  is  a  measure  comparatively 
of  secondary  importance,  and  even  though 
passed  by  a  large  majority  it  would  be  in- 
capable of  affecting  the  Government's  position. 
There  remains  the  question  of  the  employment 
of  the  surplus  ;  it  may,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, bring  about  a  collision  between  the 
Cabinet  and  the  House  of  Representatives.  But 
a  collision  on  such  a  point  is  not  likely  to  lead 
to  serious  consequences.  So  far  as  we  can  now 
look  ahead,  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that 
the  present  session  will  end,  on  the  whole, 
satisfactorily. 


The  papers  have  not  yet  discussed  the  issue 
of  Thursday's  debate  upon  the  Address  to  the 
Throne.  We  shall,  therefore,  confine  ourselves 
in  the  present  summary  to  articles  in  which  that 
Address  is  reviewed  by  the  metropolitan  papers. 
A  glance  over  such  articles  brings  into  pro- 
minence two  salient  facts,  first,  that  the  Address 
was  regarded  by  the  Opposition  papers  as  the 
ground  on  which  the  issue  of  the  parliamentary 
war  in  the  present  session  was  to  be  decided; 
and  secondly,  that,  while  apparently  holding 
bold  language  about  the  result  of  the  impending 
fight,  these  papers  scarcely  succeed  in  conceal- 
ing their  anxiety  and  uncertainty.  They  call 
the  discussions  on  the  Address  "  Sekigahara  " 
—a  battle  which  decided  the  struggle  between 
the  Houses  of  Toyotomi  and  Tokugawa— 
thus  intimating  that  it  is  the  decisive  struggle 
between  the  Cabinet  and  the  Opposition.  They 
urge  all  persons  who  love  their  country  and 
their  liberty  to  support  the  Address.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  declare  that  the  infamy  of  sur- 
render to  the  Government  will  attach  to  the 
name  of  every  man  weak  enough  to  oppose  the 
Address.  None  of  these  journals,  however,  is 
bold  enough  to  predict  victory  for  its  side. 
# 

The  position  of  the  Radical  Party  is  singular. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  is  opposed  to  the  allied 
Six  Parties  ;  on  the  other,  it  is  not  disposed  to 
cooperate  with  the  Government.  However,  as 
it  is  positively  opposed  to  the  supposed  anti- 
foreign  and  narrow-minded  policy  of  the  Six 
Sections,  the  effect  of  its  actions  will  be  to 
render  direct  help  to  the  Government  on 
the  most  important  of  all  the  questions  de- 
manding attention  in  the  present  session. 
Writing  about  the  Address  proposed  by  the 
allied  factions,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun  severely 
criticises  that  document  as  being  false  in 
its  statement  of  facts  and  erroneous  in  its  ex- 
pression of  opinion.  There  being  no  doubt 
that  the  Representation  on  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement was  the  true  cause  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  the  plain- 
est course  for  the  allied  parties  would  have  been, 
in  the  Radical  organ's  opinion,  to  re-introduce 
the  same  Representation  and  decide  the  issue 
between  themselves  and  the  Government  on 
that  question.  But  instead  of  following  such 
a  plain  and  intelligible  route,  they  propose 
to  throw  that  most  vital  question  into  the 
background,  and  to  measure  their  strength  over 
an  Address  couched  in  language  ambiguous  in 
meaning  and  disrespectful  to  the  Emperor. 
They  charge  the  Ministers  with  deceiving  the 


Emperor  and  the  people,  but  it  is  they,  says 
the  Jiyu,  who  are  really  open  to  that  serious 
accusation.  In  the  Radical  organ's  opinion, 
these  parties  are  playing  into  the  hands  of  the 
Cabinet,  for  the  blind  course  they  are  now  pur- 
suing will  give  the  latter  a  plausible  ground 
for  another  dissolution. 

*  ^ 

Concerning  the  Address  to  the  Throne  pro- 
posed by  the  Radical  Party,  the  organs  of 
the  allied  Sections  denounce  it  as  being  weak 
and  ineffectual.  They  are  united  in  regard- 
ing it  as  a  mere  device  to  conceal  the  Radi- 
cal Party's  secret  connection  with  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Radical  organ  boasts  of  the 
sobriety  and  respectful  tone  of  the  Address 
proposed  by  its  Party,  and  states  that  the  in- 
troduction of  such  an  Address  is  a  legitimate 
consequence  of  the  Cabinet's  inability  to  redeem 
its  pledges  as  to  Administrative  Reform  and  of 
its  negligence  in  the  prosecution  of  the  task  of 
Treaty  Revision. 

*  * 

The  question  of  Strict  Enforcement  still  con- 
tinues to  attract  some  journalistic  attention. 
The  advocacy  of  this  discredited  doctrine  is 
now  confined  almost  entirely  to  papers  repre- 
senting the  Conservatives,  such,  for  example/as 
the  Nippon  and  the  Chu-o  Shimbun.  The 
Nippon  seems  to  think  that  the  present  House 
of  Representatives  is  morally  bound  to  introduce 
the  Representation  that  caused  the  last  dissolu- 
tion. Our  contemporary  still  insists  that  the 
majority  of  the  nation,  without  distinction  of 
party  or  faction,  are  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of 
Strict  Enforcement.  With  the  carrying  out  of 
that  doctrine  are  bound  up,  in  the  Nippon's  opin- 
ion, the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  country. 
For  the  rest,  our  contemporary  simply  reports 
the  arguments  and  declamations  so  often  re- 
produced in  these  columns  from  vernacular 
papers. 


were  in  favour  of  Count  Okuma's  scheme. 
They  also  pointed  to  various  meetings  and 
demonstrations  held  by  his  sympathizers.  Thus 
they  fairly  succeeded  in  organizing  a  noisy 
agitation  in  favour  of  the  proposed  new  treaties. 
But  they  failed  to  perceive  that  all  the  while 
there  was  a  strong  undercurrent  of  opposition 
against  Count  Okuma's  programme,  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  to  burst  with  irresistible  force. 
The  Progressionist  leader  had  finally  to  suc- 
cumb to  the  long  repressed  explosion.  The 
same  thing  is  now  taking  place.  The  Progres- 
sionists, assisted  by  their  allies,  have  succeeded 
in  getting  up  an  agitation  on  the  subject  of 
foreign  policy.  At  first  the  agitation  seemed  to 
be  pretty  general,  but  its  originators  have  been 
incapable  of  perceiving  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
real  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  that  their 
efforts  are  doomed  to  a  complete  failure. 
* 

*  * 

There  has  been  from  the  beginning  a  strong 
tendency  among  the  metropolitan  papers  to  ex- 
press dissatisfaction  with  the  shortness  of  the^ 
session.  Writing  on  this  subject,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun  observes  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity to  become  excited  over  this  matter,  for  the 
Cabinet  will  not  hesitate  to  advise  the  Emperor 
to  prolong  the  session  if  the  Houses  of  the  Diet 
be  really  inclined  to  attend  soberly  to  the  dis- 
charge of  their  legislative  functions.  That  com- 
plaints are  made  by  the  Opposition  papers 
against  the  shortness  of  the  Session  is  considered 
by  our  contemporary  a  good  sign,  because  it 
proves  that  the  parties  of  the  Opposition  are  dis- 
posed to  attend  to  the  real  business  of  legislation. 
Should  the  Cabinet  refuse  to  advise  the  prolong- 
ation  of  the  session  even  in  case  the  majority  in 
the  House  shall  have  proved  themselves  really 
disposed  to  attend  to  their  regular  work,  then 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  hold  the  Cabinet  res- 
ponsible for  preventing  the  despatch  of  business. 


The  Chu-o  Shimbun  writes  a  panegyric  upon 
Count  Okuma  as  the  first  and  only  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  who  carried  out  the  principle 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  As  to  the  pro- 
gramme he  followed  in  the  matter  of  Treaty 
Revision  some  years. ago,  the  National  Union 
ist  organ  professes  to  have  been  anything  but 
favourable  to  it.  But  since  his  retirement  from 
office,  he  is  said  to  have  extensively  associated 
with  far-sighted  men  of  the  Opposition,  and, 
as  a  result,  to  have  come  to  entertain  most 
healthy  views  on  the  subject  of  foreign  policy. 
In  this  respect,  says  the  Chu-o,  "  he  is  far 
superior  to  men  like  Count  Ito  and  Mr.  Mutsn." 
Our  contemporary  mentions  some  examples  of 
the  manner  in  which  Count  Okuma  enforced  the 
treaties;  how  he  restrained  foreigners  from 
abusing  the  privilege  of  travel  in  the  interior, 
how  he  forbade  foreigners  to  address  lecture 
meetings  outside  the  Settlements;  how  he  re- 
jected the  application  of  a  certain  foreign  Mini- 
sters who  sought  to  have  a  Japanese  subject 
punished  for  violating  a  foreign  patent ;  how  he 
caused  the  removal  of  a  pier  at  Kobe,  and  so 
forth.  Had  he  been  allowed  full  scope  in  the 
management  of  the  country's  foreign  policy,  the 
Chu-6  thinks  that  he  would  have  easily  suc- 
ceeded in  concluding  equal  treaties  with  foreign 
Powers. 

* 

•  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun,  writing  on  the  sub 
ject  of  Public  Opinion,  calls  into  question  the 
claim  advanced  by  the  allied  parties  that  the 
movement  for  the  so-called  "  strong  foreign 
policy"  has  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the 
nation.  If  that  which  makes  the  greatest  noise 
always  represented  the  public  opinion  of  the 
country,  the  above  mentioned  claim  of  the  allied 
parties  might  have  some  foundation.  But  men 
that  talk  loudest  do  not  necessarily  express  the 
sentiments  of  the  majority.  Very  often  the  re- 
verse proves  to  be  the  case.  The  Radical  organ 
illustrates  its  point  by  reference  to  the  time  when 
Count  Okuma's  programme  of  Treaty  Revision 
gave  rise  to  a  popular  excitement.  At  that  era 
the  papers  of  the  Progressionist  party  at  first 
boasted  with  apparent  justification  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  newspapers  published  in  Japan 


Count  Ito's  speech  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  Wednesday  has  elicited  very 
unfavourable  comments  from  the  press.  The 
Opposition  papers  are  indignant,  because  in 
the  first  place  the  Premier  pointed  out  that  the 
movement  for  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  had 
its  origin  in  opposition  to  Mixed  Residence, 
and  secondly  because  he  gave  a  warning  to  the 
members  that,  should  they  persist  in  recklessly 
opposing  the  Imperial  policy  of  opening  the 
country,  it  would  become  necessary  to  advise 
the  Emperor  to  dissolve  the  Diet.  For  these 
reasons  Count  Ito  is  severely  criticised  as  having 
wilfully  misrepresented  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  as  having  resorted 
to  intimidation.  The  Kokkai  goes  so  far  as  to 
declare  that,  in  consideration  of  the  unfriendly 
and  contemptuous  reception  he  met  with  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  Wednesday,  the 
Premier  ought  at  once  to  resign.  Why  was  he 
the  object  of  such  insults  and  derision  ?  Be- 
cause, answers  the  Kokkai,  he  has  completely 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Con- 
sequently, according  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Constitutional  Government,  he  is  bound 
to  give  up  his  office. 

*  *  * 

There  is  a  rumour  that  the  Constitutional 
Reform  Party,  to  which  belong  Messrs.  Kawa- 
shima  Jun,  Gamo  Sen,  Haseba  Junko,  Naka- 
mura  Yaroku.and  others,  who  made  themselves 
conspicuous  on  Wednesday  by  their  indecorous 
conduct  during  Count  lto's  speech,  received 
instructions  from  some  powerful  Satsuma  states- 
men to  spare  nothing  to  embarrass  those  now 
in  power.  For  our  own  part,  we  do  not  put 
any  confidence  in  this  rumour.  But  in  connec- 
tion with  this  rumour  it  is  worth  while  to  notice 
a  recent  article  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  which 
strongly  urges  those  now  in  office  to  give  place 
to  some  other  statesmen  of  the  elder  generation, 
if  they  have  not  courage  enough  to  preserve  the 
Government  against  the  attacks  of  the  Opposi- 
tion parties.  Evidently  there  is,  or  rather  was, 
some  political  intrigue  on  foot  somewhere. 
As  to  the  present  Cabinet,  its  position  is  as  strong 
as  ever.  The  rejection  of  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  has  not  lessened  the  security  of  the 
Government. 
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ED  ITO  JUL  NOTES. 


A   NKW   PHILANTHROPIC  PROJl'.CT. 

Mr.  Ishii,  whose  name  is  well  known  in  con 
mction  with  the  Okayama   Orphanage,  has 
started  a  Reformatory  on  Christian  principles 
in    the   same   place.    Curiously  enough  the 
necessity  for  some  such  institution  was  suggest- 
ed by  the  career  of  a  Roman  Catholic  native 
Minister,  who,  instead  of  leading  others  to 
grace,  fell  so  far  from  it  himself  that,  in  despair, 
he  was  about  to  commit  suicide  when  another 
quondam  roui,  also  tired  of  wickedness,  dis 
suaded  him  and  induced  him  to  seek  Mr.  Ishii's 
advice.    This  incident  is  said  to  have  shown 
to  Mr.  Ishii  the  need  of  establishing  a  place 
where  people  whose  evil  doing  had  alienated  their 
friends  and  exhausted  their   resources  might 
find  a  refuge  from  their  sin  and  destitution. 
Among  Mr.  Ishii's  assistants  at  the  Reformatory 
are  two  men  with  rather  remarkable  records, 
One,  having  been  abandoned  by  his  parents  in 
childhood,  became  a  pick-pocket  and  was  several 
times  criminally  convicted.    Christian  sermons 
heard  in  prison  converted  him,  and  he  became 
himself  a  preacher.    The  other  is  an  ex-burglar 
who  spent  twelve  years  of  his  life  in  jail.  Under 
such  control  reclaimed  sinners  naturally  look 
for  sympathy.    The  work  done  at  the  Reforma- 
tory is  decorative  matting,  which,  being  one  of 
the  staple  industries  of  Okayama,  gives  ready 
employment  to  persons  emerging   from  Mr 
Ishii's  care. 

MEETING  OF  HIGHER  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

The   Directors   of   Higher   Middle  Schools 
throughout  the  empire  are  now  in  Tokyo,  carry- 
ing on  deliberations,  thesubjectof  which,  though 
not  publicly  announced,  is  understood  to  be  the 
conversion  of  these  schools  into  colleges.    It  is 
easy  to  appreciate  the  motives  of  such  a  reform, 
which,  for  the  rest,  owed  its  conception  to  the 
lamented    Minister,   Viscount   Mori.  Many 
youths  whose  resources  do  not  suffice  to  procure 
for  them  a  university  education  in  Tokyo,  and 
who  nevertheless  desire  to  receive  special  courses 
of  instruction  with  the  view  of  applying  their 
attainments  practically,  will  find  what  they  want 
in  the  new  colleges.     The  instruction  there  will 
naturally  be  of  a  grade  inferior  to  that  provided 
in  the  University,  and  the  period  involved  will 
be  shorter.    But  it  will  be  sufficient  to  equip 
youths  for  pursuits  adapted  to  the  status  of  pro- 
vincial folk.    At  present  a  lad  graduating  from 
a  Common  School  at  fourteen  cannot  hope  to 
take  his  degree  at  the  University  before  he  is 
twenty-five,  which  is  a  greater  tax  on  the  years  of 
a  man's  useful  life  than  the  lower  middle  classes 
can  endure.    That  drawback  will  be  corrected 
by  the  new  system.    Another  advantage  will  be 
the  decentralization  of  education.    At  present 
the  capital  is  the  necessary  goal  of  youths  seek- 
ing to  complete  their  education,  and  there  are 
obvious  objections  to  such  a  crowding  of  young 
men  in  a  great  city.     We  learn  too  that  the 
Directors  have  been  invited  to  consider  some 
method  of  improving  the  connection  between 
the  Higher  and  Ordinary  Middle  Schools,  so 
that  a  graduate  of  the  latter  may  be  secured 
against  having  to  repeat  much  of  his  studies  on 
entering  the  former.    That  question  has  long 
been  discussed,  and  it  is  time  that  some  solution 
was  found. 


TWO  GUIDES. 

Mr.  Hayami,  Secretary  to  the  President  of  the 
Sanyo  Railway,  has  compiled  and  published  a 
very  beautiful  guide  to  the  Sanyo  Railway.  For 
frontispiece  we  have  an  excellent  map  of  the 
districts  through  which  the  Railway  passes,  and 
the  body  of  the  work  consists  of  short  but  instruc- 
tive notices  of  the  various  remarkable  places 
along  the  line,  accompanied  by  pretty  collotypes 
and  a  few  wood-cuts.  The  book,  so  far  as 
typography  and  design  are  concerned,  reflects 
great  credit  on  its  publishers,  the  Hyogo  News 
Company,  and  Mr.  Hayami's  descriptions,  with 
their  well-chosen  illustrations,  should  tempt  a 
great  many  tourists  to  visit  the  lovely  spots 
rendered  now  easily  accessible  bythe  Sanyo  line. 
m 

*  « 

A  work  of  much  more  limited  scope  is  a 
"Guide  to  Korakuen "  by  Mr.  Kenriu  Oda, 


who,  as  this  title  shows,  has  not  yet  penetrated 
the  mysteries  of  the  article  in  English.  T 
write  a  guide  to  the  pleasure  park  of  Okayam.. 
is  a  task  that  would  not  have  occurred  to  an 
ordinary  mind,  and  we  are  compelled  to  confess, 
that  had  it  not  occurred  to  Mr.  Kenriu's  mind 
the  public  would  not  have  suffered  much  loss. 
Nobody  wants  particularly  to  learn  that  one  of 
the  paths  in  the  park  passes  by  a  rock  showing 
"signs  of  the  beating  of  the  waves  on  it  in  for- 
mer times,"  or  that  "along  narrow  house  near  by 
has  a  bench  for  those  who  wish  to  rest."  How- 
ever, we  admire  Mr.  Kenriu's  enterprise,  and 
trust  that  it  may  find  a  worthier  field  next  time 

MISS  POLLAKD. 

Counsel  for  Colonel  Breckenridge  in  the  cele 
brated  case  recently  concluded,  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  Miss  Pollard,  the  plaintiff,  is  an 
actress  of  the  highest  talent,  equal,  they  declar 
ed,  to  Clara  Morris  or  Sara  Bernhardt.  But 
there  never  yet  was  a  human  being  of  ordinary 
intelligence  who  could  not  act  so  as  deceive 
any  audience,  provided  only  that  the  idea  of 
acting  were  known  to  be  removed  from  the 
minds  of  the  onlookers.     Examples  of  this 
have  been  conspicuously  furnished  at  electro 
biological  performances.  A  number  of  persons, 
selected  promiscuously  from  the  audience,  place 
themselves  on  the  stage  and  submit  to  be  mes 
merized  or  hypnotized.    With  some  the  experi 
ment  succeeds, curious  and  genuine  results  being 
obtained.    But  with  others  the  process  fails 
altogether,  yet,  while  entirely  possessed  of  their 
normal  senses,  such  persons  have  been  known 
to  simulate  all  the  symptoms  of  the  mesmeric 
objectivity,  and  to  play  difficult  parts  so  per- 
fectly that  the  deception  was  never  suspected 
for  an  instant.    The  truth  appears  to  be  that 
what  interferes  above  all  things  with  successful 
acting  is  self-consciousness;  in  other  words 
the  sense  of  being  watched  as  an  actor.  The 
vast  majority  of  persons  are  gifted  with  capacity 
to  perform  a  role  of  deception  so  that  it  shall  be 
true  to  the  life,  but  that  capacity  is  wholly  dis 
tinct  from  histrionic  talent.    We  do  not  intend 
to   offer  the   slightest   suggestion  that  Miss 
Pollard's  object  was  to  deceive  the  Court,  the 
ury,  and  the  public.    She   may    have  been 
absolutely  ingenuous  from  first  to  last.  What 
we  question  is  the  propriety  of  crediting  he. 
with  stage  talent.    But  certainly  she  was  a  most 
remarkable  witness.    Mr.  Butterworth,  whose 
experience  of  witnesses  is  pretty  wide,  said  this 
of  her : — "  She  is  the  most  remarkable  witness  I 
ever  saw  or  ever  heard  of  or  ever  read  of.  She 
has  her  case  thoroughly  in  hand,  every  detail  of 
it.  I  never  saw  anything  like  the  tact  and  art  of 
this  woman.    If  there  is  a  time  when  she  hasn' 
a  ready  answer  she  will  make  a  plea  for  sym 
pathy  to  gain  time,  and  all  the  time  her  mind 
is  active  to  coin  some  nice  phrase  or  apt  one  in 
which  to  reply." 


SHEEP  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

The  development  of  sheep-farming  in  Australia 
is  certainly  among  the  wonders  of  the  world. 
"The  live  stock  that  accompanied  Captain 
Philip  from  the  shores  of  England  to  New 
South  Wales,"  says  Mr.  John  Plummer  in  his 
interesting  Australian  Notes,  "  included  29 
sheep.  This  was  in  1788.  In  1792,  according 
to  the  Government  Statistician  of  New  South 
Wales,  the  number  of  sheep  had  increased  to 
105  ;  in  1796  to  1,531  ;  in  1825  to  237,622  ;  in 
1842  to  4,804,946  ;  and  in  1850  to  13,059,324. 
In  1891,  notwithstanding  that  the  limits  of  New 
South  Wales  had  become  restricted  by  the 
creation  of  Victoria  and  Queensland  into  sepa- 
rate colonies,  the  number  of  sheep  was 
61,831,416.  This  illustrates  the  suitability  of 
considerable  portion  of  the  land  of  the 
colony  for  pastoral  purposes.  The  earlier  sheep 
were  of  an  ordinary  character,  but  the  systematic 
importation  of  stud  sheep  has  done  much  to 
make  the  Australian  animal  equal  to  any  in  the 
world  for  meat  or  wool  production.  To  Captain 
Macarthur  largely  belongs  the  credit  of  esta- 
blishing the  wool  industry  in  New  South  Wales. 
With  a  view  to  improving  the  character  of  his 
flocks,  he  procured  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
'Hope,  at  great  cost  and  trouble,  a  number  of 


superior  rams  and  ewes.     A  happy  circum- 
stance occurred  which  favoured  his  entcrpnse  ; 
for  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  possession 
of  three  rams  and  five  ewes  of  very  fine  Spanish 
breed,  which  had  been  presented  by  the  King 
of   Spain   to  the  Dutch  Government.  These 
animals,  out  of  a  total  of  twenty-nine  purchased 
at  the  Cape,  arrived  in  Sydney  in  1797,  and 
were  disposed  of  to  various  breeders.     The  im- 
portation of  stud  sheep  from  foreign  countries, 
notably  Fiance,  Germany,  and  America,  which 
was  continued  for  many  years  after  the  super- 
fine quality  of  Austral  Ian  wool  had  been  esta- 
blished in  the  markets  of  the  world,  practically 
ceased  even  before  importation  was  legally  pro- 
hibited ;    for  it    had    become    apparent  that 
the  fleece,  instead  of  showing  signs  of  deterio- 
ration under  the  influence  of  the  climate,  had 
on  the  whole  a  tendency  to   improve.  The 
introduction  of  sheep  and  cattle  into  New  South 
Wal  es  was  forbidden  for  many  years,  owing 
entirely  to  the  fear  of  the  stock-owners  that 
their  herds  would  be  contaminated  by  scab  and 
other  diseases  prevalent  in  European  flocks; 
but  these  restrictions  were   removed   at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1888,  and  432  pure  bred 
sheep,  comprising  354  American  merino,  60 
German  merino,  and  18  English  stud  sheep 
arrived  in  1891,  in  addition  to  14,026  stud 
sheep  from  other  parts  of  Australasia.    It  is  now 
generally  admitted  that  as  far  as  the  fleece  is 
concerned  the  Australian  merino  has  little  to 
gain  by  any  further  admixture  of  European  or 
American  blood,  but  it  is  also  admitted  that 
there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  physique 
of  the  animal.    To  produce  a  larger  carcase, 
without   interfering   with  the  quality  of  the 
fleece,  many  experiments  have  been  made,  but 
without  much  success,  and  it  has  been  found 
that  the  crossing  of  noted  breeds  of  English 
rams  with  Australian  ewes  has  invariably  re- 
sulted, after  a  generation  or  two,  in  a  deteriora- 
tion of  the  merino.    The  breeding  of  sheep  for 
consumption,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  wool,  has, 
therefore,  developed  naturally  into  two  distinct 
fields  of  industry,  each  of  which  has  become 
developed  on  an  extensive  scale,  the  quantity 
of  wool  exported  from  the  colony  in  1891  being 
33I>887,720  lbs.,  valued  at  /i  1,036,018  ;  while 
the  exports  of  mutton  and  beef,  frozen,  salt,  and 
preserved,  amounted  to  17,725,873  lbs.,  valued 
at  /I97.526-    I"  1892,  the  quantity  exported 
had  become  increased  to  34,905,706  lbs.,  valued 
^^"285,421.    In  1893,  the  quantity  exported 
was  largely  increased,  and  this  year  will  see  a 
further  increase." 


TROUBLE  IN  GIFU. 


The  Prefecture  of  Gifu  appears  to  be  doomed 
to  disturbance  ever  since  the  terrible  earthquake 
three  years  ago.  A  curious  difficulty  is  now 
reported  to  have  occurred  there.  Certain  works 
of  repair  were  planned  in  the  vicinity  of  Tajimi, 
after  the  earthquake,  officials  of  the  Kencho 
being  in  agreement  with  the  programme.  The 
conduct  of  these  works  would  have  involved 
turning  a  large  volume  of  water  into  a  Division 
the  inhabitants  of  which  strongly  objected  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  employed  every  means  in 
their  power  to  prevent  it.  Finally,  after  the  sub- 
ject had  been  mentioned  in  the  Diet,  a  change  of 
plan  was  made,  and  the  people  were  so  delight- 
ed that  they  resolved  to  commemorate  the  event 
by  erecting  a  monument.  But  when  they  were 
recently  about  to  unveil  the  monument,  the  police 
interfered,  and  so,  once  more,  local  discontent 
is  rife.  Beyond  these  very  meagre  details,  which 
evidently  require  to  be  supplemented  before  the 
action  of  the  police  can  be  understood,  we 
learn  nothing  from  the  vernacular  press. 

A  MYSTERIOUS  LASS. 

Valentine  Vox  seems  to  have  found  a  most 
successful  imitator  in  a  girl  of  eighteen  who  re- 
sides in  the  province  of  Kai  in  a  house  where 
she  has  been  adopted.  Her  foster-parents  and 
the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  were  recently 
astounded  by  the  discovery  that  the  house  was 
haunted  by  a  voice  making  itself  audible  any- 
where and  everywhere,  telling  people's  ages, 
relating  incidents  in  neighbouring  houses,' 
guessing  a  questioner's  thoughts,  prophesying 
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future  events,  prescribing  medicines,  and  doing 
a  great  many  things,  at  least  one-half  of  which 
we  may  assume  to  be  the  outcome  of  the  simple 
villagers'  imagination.  They  had  shrewdness 
enough  to  connect  the  voice  with  the  girl,  but  of 
course  their  rusticity  led  them  to  diagnose  her 
possession  by  a  fox,  a  badger,  or  even  a  sn-ake. 
The  phenomenon  became  so  notorious  that  it 
finally  came  to  the  ears  of  Mr.  Inonye  Enryo 
who  devotes  himself  to  the  investigation  of  my- 
steries in  every  shape.  He  proceeded  to  the 
village  where  the  girl  lives  and  after  sundry  en- 
quiries came  to  the  conclusion  that  she  is  a 
clever  ventriloquist  and  that  she  has  been  exer- 
cising her  faculty  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
her  parents  by  adoption  to  restore  her  to  her 
real  mother. 


RECIPROCITY. 

Five  years  ago  some  fishermen  of  Hokkaido 
discovered  a  new  fishing-ground  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  Horoizumi.    It  is  situated 
twenty  miles  from  Cape  Erimoto  at  the  junction 
of  a  branch  current  of  the  Kuro-shiwo  and  a 
current  setting  from  the  Kuriles.    The  place  is 
said  to  abound  with  whales,  sardines,  cod-fish 
cuttle-fish,  herring,  and  so  forth,  and  the  fisher 
men  of  the  adjacent  districts  formed  themselves 
into  a  joint-stock  company  for  the  purpose  of 
exploiting  this  source  of  wealth.     From  the 
outset,  however,  want  of  capital  impeded  their 
success  and  recently  two  Americans  resident  in 
Hakodate  proposed  to  invest  a  sum  of  money 
in  the  enterprise.    But  the  leading  members  of 
the  company  appear  to  have  imagined  that  the 
mere  use  of  foreigners'  money  would  by  some 
subtle  process  end  in  alienating  the  fishing- 
ground  from  Japan.    They  have  come  to  raise 
Japanese  money  in  Tokyo  where  they  are  very 
astutely  enlisting  the  sympathies  of  the  so-call- 
ed patriots  who  pretend  to  think  it  a  disgrace 
to  the  country  that  its  progress  should  be  aided 
in  any  way  by  alien  capital.    Does  it,  we  wonder, 
ever  occur  to  these  profound  persons  to  look 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  country  and  ob- 
serve what  Japanese  subjects  are  doing  abroad. 
Take  for  example  the  case  of  Mr.  Aikawa  of 
Gumma   Prefecture.     Crossing   to  America 
seven  years  ago  he  engaged  with  such  success 
in  a  fishing  and  lumber  business  in  British 
Columbia  that  he  amassed  a  considerable  sum 
which  he  carried  with  him  to  Alaska  and  there 
employed  it  in  salmon  fishing,  subsequently 
devoting  his  attention  to  awabi  and  sea-weed, 
for  which  there  is  a  ready  market  in  Japan,  but 
which  are  left  untouched  in  Alaska.  Recently 
this  gentleman  returned  to  Japan  to  procure 
assistance,  and  having  engaged  the  services 
of   two   graduates   of   the   Fishery  Schools, 
the  three  sailed  for  Vancouver   on  the  nth 
instant.    We  do  not  hear  any  American  patriots 
leading  a  crusade  against  such  an  interference  by 
foreigners  with  the  development  of  American 
resources.    Reciprocity  is  not  universal. 


coming  that  way  took  pity  on  her  and  succeed- 
ed in  getting  her  through.     She  told  him  her 
story,  and  he  of  course  dispelled  her  delusion  as 
to  meeting  her  parents,  but  was  so  much  interest- 
ed in  her  that  he  adopted  her.    This  man  was 
Dr.  Ogino,  of  Nagasaki.    He  took  the  child 
thither,  and  being  himself  without  family,  he 
brought  her  up  as  his  adopted  daughter,  teaching 
her  Dutch  and  procuring  for  her  an  excellent 
education.    At  fifteen  she  could  speak  Dutch 
sufficiently  well  to  converse  with  foreigners,  and 
had  studied  foreign  political  systems  sufficiently 
to  appreciate  the  evils  of  the  dual  administra- 
tion in  Japan.    This  conviction  impelled  her  at 
eighteen   years  of  age   to  travel  through  the 
country  preaching  the  necessity  of  reform.  Her 
beauty    and    intelligence  attracted   a  host  of 
admirers,  but  she  seems  to  have  despised  them 
all.    By  and  by  the  Tokugawa  detectives  began 
to  take  notice  of  her,  and  she  was  compelled  to 
turn  her  feet  homeward.    Arriving  at  Nagasaki 
she  found  that  her  foster-father  had  met  with  a 
violent  death,  and  while  visiting  his  tomb  she 
was  seized  by  two  detectives  from  whom  she 
barely  escaped  by  the  aid  of  a  pistol  that  she 
always    carried.    Running  to    the    shore  she 
managed  to  get  on  board  a  Dutch  ship,  the 
captain  of  which  agreed  to  take  her  to  Holland 
when  he  learned  her  peril.    In  Holland  she 
studied  law  and  politics,  subsequently  proceed- 
ing to  Germany  to  complete  her  researches. 
How  she  lived  during  this  time  we  are  not  told, 
and  perhaps  too  close  a  scrutiny  would  not  be 
kind.    In  the  fall  of  1870  we  find  her  in  Paris, 
where  she  learned  for  the  first  time  of  the  over- 
throw of  the  Shogunate,  and  turned  her  face  home- 
ward after  seven  years'  absence.    In  Japan  she 
renewed  her  former  acquaintances  and  repeated 
her  experience  of  many  suitors,  but  she  had 
retained  her  old  pride  and  would  not  give  her- 
self away  to  anyone  below  a  Minister  of  State. 
So  it  fared  with  her  as  with  many  a  disdainful 
beauty.    The  men  she  had  refused  rose  gradu- 
ally to  the  highest  posts  in  the  State,  while  she 
passed  more  and  more  out  of  recollection  and 
had  finally  no  choice  but  to  shave  her  head 
and  become  a  nun.     At  forty-nine  she  finds 
consolation  in  religious  observances  and  comfort 
in  an  inquisitive  press  which  recalls  her  to  public 
notice  after  so  many  years  of  oblivion. 


A  STRANGE  CAREER. 

We  find  in  the  Shin-Choya  a  story  of  a  lady 
whose  career  is  worth  recording.  Her  present 
name  is  Ogino  Toshi,  but  her  real  family  name 
is  Hashimoto.  Her  father,  a  retainer  of  the 
Shogun,  was  sentenced  to  commit  seppuku  when 
she  was  only  eight  years  old  and  her  mother  died 
a  few  months  afterwards.  Such  was  her  affection 
for  her  parents  that  she  used  to  spend  whole 
days  by  their  grave,  not  returning  at  night  unless 
her  grandfather  sent  to  fetch  her.  By  way  of  com- 
fort, the  old  man  told  her  that  when  she  grew 
up  he  would  take  her  to  Etchu,  where  she  would 
certainly  meet  her  parents  again.  The  child 
did  not  propose  to  wait  until  she  was  grown  up. 
One  night  she  stole  away  from  home  and  set  out 
for  Etchu,  travelling  for  three  days  and  nights 
without  any  food.  At  the  end  of  that  time  she 
sank  down  insensible  and  was  picked  up  by  a 
charitable  woman  who,  hearing  that  she  was  on 
her  way  to  find  her  parents,  gave  her  a  string  of 
cash  and  instructed  her  how  to  travel  in  the 
cheapest  possible  away.  Thus,  by  living  on 
the  merest  pittance  and  obtaining  charity  here 
and  there,  she  actually  succeeded  in  reaching 
Yokogawa.  There  the  guards  at  the  barrier 
station  refused  to  let  her  pass,  but  a  traveller 


KTIGUETTE  OF  WHIST. 

Here  are  some  useful  extracts  from  the  Amend- 
ed Code  of  the  American  Whist  League:— 

34  —Any  one,  during  the  play  of  a  trick  and  before 
the  cards  have  been  touched  for  the  purpose  of 
gathering  them  together,  may  demand  that  the  players 
draw  their  cards.  . 

35 —If  any  one,  prior  to  his  partner  playing,  calls 
attention  in  any  manner  to  the  trick  or  to  the  score, 
the  adversary  last  to  play  to  the  trick  may  require  the 
offender's  partner  to  play  his  highest  or  lowest  of  th« 
suit  led,  or  if  he  has  none,  to  trump  or  not  to  trump 
the  trick.  .  '  ' 

36  —If  any  player  says  ''  I  ca/i  win  the  rest,  1  Me 
rest  are  ours,"  "  We  have  the  game,"  or  word?  to  that 
effect,  his  partner's  cards  must  be  laid  upon  the  table 
and  are  liable  to  be  called  _ 

37_ When  a  trick  has  been  turned  and  quitted  it 
must  not  again  be  seen  until  after  the  hand  has  been 
played.  A  violation  of  this  law  subjects  the  offender  s 
side  to  the  same  penalty  as  in  the  case  of  a  lead  out 
of  turn.  , 

^8  —If  a  player  is  lawfully  called  upon  to  play  the 
highest  or  lowest  of  a  suit,  or  to  trump  or  not  to 
lead  a  suit,  and  unnecessarily  fails  to  comply,  he  is 
liable  to  the  same  penalty  as  if  he  had  revoked. 

30— In  all  cases  where  a  penalty  has  been  in- 
curred  the  offender  must  await  the  decision  of  the 
adversaries.  If  either  of  them,  with  or  without  his 
partner's  consent,  demands  a  penally  to  which  they 
are  entitled,  such  decision  is  final.  If  the  wrong 
adversary  demands  a  penalty  or  a  wrong  penalty  is 
demanded,  none  can  be  enforced. 

The  following  rules  belong  to  the  established  code 
of  whist  etiquette.  They  are  formulated  with  a  view 
to  discourage  and  repress  certain  improprieties  of 
conduct  therein  pointed  out  which  are  not  reached  by 
the  laws.  The  couriesy  which  marks  the  intercourse 
of  gentlemen  will  regulate  other  more  obvious  cases: 

, -No  conversation  should  be  indulged  in  during 
the  play  except  such  as  is  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the 
game. 

2.— No  player  should  in  any  manner  whatsoever 
give  any  intimation  as  to  the  state  of  his  hand  or  of 
the  game  or  of  approval  or  disapproval  of  a  play. 

3  — No  player  should  lead  until  the  preceding  trick 
is  turned  and  quitted. 

4  — No  player  should,  after  having  led  a  winning 


card,  draw  a  card  from  his  hand  for  another  lead 
until'  his  partner  has  played  to  the  current  trick. 

5. —  No  player  should  play  a  card  in  any  manner  so 
as  to  call  particular  attention  to  it,  nor  should  he 
demand  that  the  cards  be  placed  in  order  to  attract 
the  attention  of  his  partner. 

6_ No  player  should  purposely  incur  a  penalty 
because  he  is  willing  to  pay  it,  nor  should  he  make  a 
second  revoke  in  order  to  conceal  one  previously 
made. 

7.— No  player  should  take  advantage  of  information 
imparted  by  his  partner  through  a  breach  of  etiquette. 

8  —No  player  should  object  to  referring  a  disputed 
question  of  fact  to  a  bystander  who  professes  himself 
uninterested  in  the  result  of  the  game  and  able  to 
decide  the  question. 

q. —  Bystanders  should  not  in  any  manner  call  at- 
tention to  or  give  any  intimation  concerning  the  play 
or  the  state  of  the  game  during  the  play  of  the  hand. 
They  should  not  look  over  the  hand  of  a  player  with- 
out his  permission ,  nor  should  they  walk  around  the 
table  to  look  at  the  different  hands. 

CHARITY  CONCERT. 

Ws  are  requested  to  call  attention  to  a  Concert 
in  aid  of  a  most  worthy  object  advertised  in 
another  column.    It  is  to  aid  the  funds  of.the 
Dokuritsujo-Gakkoox  Industrial  Girls  School, 
Tsuno  Hadzu  Mura,  Tokyo.    The  history  of 
the  School  is  as  follows :— The  Joshi  Dokuritsu 
Gakko  was  established  in  1889,  and  is  situated 
in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Tokyo,  on  ground  which 
was  purchased  for  the  school  by  the  aid  of 
ladies  who  were  interested  in  the  plan  to  found 
an  institution  in  which  young  women  of  the 
middle  class  might  secure  instruction  in  the 
ordinary  branches  taught  in  schools,  and  also 
in  various    industries.      The   first-class  was 
graduated  last  year,  and  although  the  mean*  for 
the  support  of  the  school  have  been  so  limited 
that  much  that  seemed  desirable  has  been  left 
undone,  still  those  who  have  watched  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils  in  their  work  feel  that  there 
is  great  cause  for  encouragment  and  thankful- 
ness.   The  Director,  Mrs.  Toshi  Kato,  has  her 
residence  in  the  school  building  and  takes  direct 
oversight  of  the  pupils.    After  her  return  from 
America  in  Nov.  last,  she,  with  the  ladies  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  felt  it  important  to  make 
strenuous  efferts  to  place  the  finances  of  the 
school  upon  a  better  basis  and  also  to  add  one 
or  more  industries.    To  aid  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object  an  entertainment  has  been 
arranged  to  take  place  at  one  o'clock  p.m.  on 
the  19th  of  this  month  in  the  Hall  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  Building  in  Mito- 
shiro  Cho,  Kanda,  Tokyo.     Various  articles 
made  by  the  pupiis  will  be  on  sale. 


THE  JAPANESE  POST  OFFICB  IN  SHANGHAI. 

The  Japanese  Post  Office  in  Shanghai  has 
found  itself  obliged  to  announce  that  in  future 
money-orders  sent  from  Japan  will  be  paid  in 
Japanese  coin.  Hitherto  an  order  purchased 
for  a  hundred  yen  in  Japan  was  paid  in  Shang- 
hai either  in  yen  or  Mexican  dollars  at  the 
option  of  the  receiver.  That  was  possible  so 
long  as  yen  and  dollars  were  at  par,  but  there 
is  now  a  difference  of  from  2  to  4  per  cent,  in 
favour  of  the  dollars,  and  of  course  the  Post 
Office  has  to  modify  its  procedure  acordingly. 
We  cannot  ourselves  recall  many  occasions  on 
which  it  was  possible  to  transfer  money  from 
Japan  to  Shanghai  without  a  loss  on  account 
of  exchange,  nor  can  we  see  how  the  Post  Office 
was  in  a  position  to  give  better  terms  in  this 
matter  than  the  banks.  Be  that  as  it  may,  how- 
ever, the  fact  appears  to  be  that  the  Post  Office 
has  now  abjured  Mexican  dollars  altogether. 

AN  UNFORTUNATELY  SHORTENED  CAREER. 

Obituary  notices  in/  the  Japanese  press  often 
remind  us  how  little  foreigners  really  know  of 
the  men  who  are  making  modern  Japanese  his- 
tory. We  finds  long  accounts  of  officials  or 
private  individuals  whose  names  are  almost  en- 
tirely strange  to  us,  though  the  amount  of  public 
attention  attracted  by  their  deaths  tell  us  that 
we  ought  to  have  been  more  or  less  familiar 
with  their  careers.  The  case  of  Mr.  Kido 
Teijiro  is  an  example.  His  early  life  was 
full  of  hardship  and  brave  struggle  with 
adverse  circumstances.  From  serving  as  an 
assistant  in  the  shop  of  a  petty  mender  of 
watches  and  clocks,  he  rose  to  be  a  councillor 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
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meice  anil  ultimately  to  be  Consul  at  Van- 
couver. The  latter  ollice  lie  resigned  last  yen 
will)  the  object  of  undertaking  an  important 
fishery  enterprise  in  Hokkaido,  but  at  the  early 
age  of  forty,  death  cut  short  his  career  before 
he  could  consummate  any  of  his  projects. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THE   1'.  AND  O.  STEAMER 
"  VKKONA." 

Somk  very  decided  improvements,  conducing  to 
the  comfort,  convenience,  and  well-being  of 
passengers  by  the  P.  &  O.  steamship  Verona 
have  recently  been  carried  out,  and  should 
greatly  enhance  the  popularity  of  this  boat  on 
the  China-Japan  run.  They  consist  principally 
of  a  music-room  which  lias  been  built  on  the 
upper  deck  by  taking  in  the  captain's  cabin  at 
the  head  of  the  saloon  gangway,  while  a  new 
captain's  room  has  been  built  under  the 
bridge  immediately  adjoining  the  chart-room. 
The  new  music-room  is  upholstered  and  de- 
corated in  a  most  artistic  style,  white  and  gold 
being  the  principal  colours  used  in  the  mural 
ornamentation.  The  lounges  around  the  sides 
of  the  room  are  covered  with  peacock-blue 
tapestry,  having  an  old  gold  border;  and  the 
carpet  is  designed  to  match.  Two  charming  oil 
paintings  fill  in  the  spaces  of  the  wall  which 
separates  this  cosy  chamber  from  the  saloon 
gangway,  while  the  opposite  corners  are  fitted 
with  Japanese  panels  decorated  with  beautifully 
finished  groups  of  chrysanthemums.  The  whole 
design  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  taste  of 
Captain  Tocque. 

NAVAL  NEWS. 

The  arrivals  here  during  the  past  week,  says  the 
Rising  Sun,  have  been  H.I.J. M.S.  Manjiu 
Kan  from  Saseho  on  Wednesday,  and  H.B.M.S. 
Plover  and  Severn  from  Shanghai  and  Hong- 
kong respectively  on  Saturday.  H.I.R.M.S. 
Sevoutch  proceeded  to  Vladivostock  on  Sun- 
day last,  whilst  yesterday  the  following  depar- 
tures took  place  : — H.B.M.S.  Severn  for  Che- 
foo,  H.I.R.M.S.  Manjour  for  Shanghai,  and 
H.I. J. M.S.  Manjiu  Kan  for  a  cruise.  Vessels 
in  harbour  at  date  are  H.B.M.S.  Mercury 
and  Plover;  H.I.R.M.S.  Admiral  Nachi- 
vioff  and  Admiral  Korniloff;  and  H.I.J. M.S. 
Chokai  Kan.  The  U.S.  flag-ship  Baltimore, 
Admiral  Skerrett  on  board,  is  expected  from 
Shanghai  on  the  1 8th  inst.,  and  will  probably 
remain  here  some  time.  H.B.M.'s  flag-ship 
Centurion,  the  largest  and  most  formidable  ship 
that  has  ever  visited  the  East,  is  also  shortly 
expected  from  Hongkong. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  IN  KOBE. 

Quite  a  number  of  public  works  are  either  in 
process  or  in  prospect  in  Kobe  just  now.  First 
come  the  Waterworks,  which  are  approaching 
completion.    Application  has  been  made  to  the 
Treasury  for  a  subsidy  of  300,000  yen  on  ac- 
count of  these  works,  but  as  the  people  are 
determined  to  have  pure  water  the  works  will  be 
finished  whether  the  Treasury  grant  the  subsidy 
or  not.    Then  there  are  works  connected  with 
the  Minato  River.    These  have  not  advanced 
beyond  the  stage  of  surveying,  but  as  there  is 
general  agreement  about  their  usefulness,  they 
will  doubtless  be  pushed  forward  rapidly.   As  to 
the  canal  cutting,  reference  to  which  was  recently 
made  in  these  columns,  it  appears  that  some 
difference  of  opinion  has  occurred  with  refer- 
ence to  the  purchase  of  the  land,  but  since  there 
can  be  no  question  about  the  facilities  that  the 
enterprise  will  confer  on  merchants,  and  since  a 
charter  has  already  been   granted,  it  is  con- 
fidently anticipated  that  an  understanding  will 
soon  be  established.    The  electric  railway,  on 
the  contrary,  appears  to  have  experienced  some 
obstacles.     Objections  are  raised  by  the  citizens 
lesiding  in  the  streets  through  which  the  line 
would  pass,  and  the  City  Assembly  has  declined 
to  pass  the  bill.    Attempts  to  effect  a  compro- 
mise are  in  progress,  but  it  is  said  that  little 
hope  of  success  is  entertained  at  present.  As 
to  the  scheme  for  removing  the  railway  station 
to  another  site,  it  has  been  approved  by  the  City 
Assembly,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Special 
Committee,  but  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
undertaking,  the  Committee  is  not  likely  to 
come  to  a  speedy  decision.    With  regard  to  the 


construction  of  a  pier  at  Kaigandori,  Kokucho- 
me,  the  City  Assembly  having  shown  a  disposi- 
tion to  reject  the  bill,  the  projectors  have  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  it,  for  the  purpose  of  modify- 
ing their  scheme.  The  harbour  re-construction 
pioject,  too,  lias  not  yet  emerged  from  the  re- 
gion of  talk,  though  it  appears  to  be  assuming 
definite  proportions.  Finally,  a  scheme  for 
enlarging  the  Custom  House  has  received  the 
warm  support  of  all  the  merchants  engaged  in 
foreign  trade,  and  has  been  approved  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  It  will  probably  be 
submitted  to  the  Diet  next  session. 


ARRIVAL  OF  THE  FIRST  TANK  OIL  IN  NAGASAKI. 

Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  &  Co.'s  tank  steamer 
Enplectela  arrived  here  on  Monday  last,  says 
the  Rising  Sun  of  May  9th,  with  the  first  cargo 
of  bulk  petroleum  from  Batoum  for  this  port, 
and  anchored  off  Kozaki  Point,  where  the  tanks, 
machinery,  and  godowns  have  been  erected. 
To  those  of  our  readers  who  have  not  yet  visit- 
ed the  scene  of  this  the  latest  commercial  in- 
novation, we  can  assure  them  that  it  is  well 
worth  viewing,  but  will  no  doubt  be  more  inter- 
esting a  little  later  on,  as  at  present  the  whole 
of  the  buildings  are  not  quite  completed.  The 
site  chosen  is  the  last  small  bay  inside  of  the 
Point,  on  the  N.W.  side  of  the  harbour.  This 
has  been  filled  in  and  levelled  down,  making 
sufficient  flat  space  for  two  enormous  tanks, 
(each  of  1,500  tons  capacity),  a  large  filtering 
tank,  three  brick  godowns  (for  filling,  packing, 
and  storing  oil  in  tins),  and  an  engine-house. 
Apparently  no  expense  has  been  spared  to  make 
the  tanks  and  everything  connected  with  them 
of  the  most  substantial  and  lasting  nature.  The 
tanks  are  situated  at  the  rear,  with  the  filter 
standing  between  the  two.  To  one  of  the  tanks 
is  connected  a  fixed  pipe,  leading  to  the  sea- 
wall, and  to  this,  when  required,  are  joined 
movable  pipes  leading  to  the  steamer,  moored 
as  close  in  shore  as  the  depth  of  water  will 
allow.  The  buildings  are  all  of  brick,  with 
Portland  cement  floors;  whilst  the  machinery 
for  filling,  etc.,  is  all  automatic,  and  of  the 
latest  type.  To  what  extent  the  tank  system 
will  succeed  in  Japan,  financially,  remains  to  be 
seen  ;  but  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that 
the  founders  of  it  deserve  great  praise  for  the 
their  enterprise,  whilst  as  regards  the  local 
dep6t,  the  agents,  Messrs.  Holme,  Ringer  & 
Co.,  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  satis- 
factory manner  in  which  the  work  has  been 
carried  on  so  far. 


CARRIAGE  ACCIDENT  IN  KOBE. 

Shortly  before  midday  on  Saturday,  says  the 
Kobe  Chronicle,  while  Mr.  De  Ath  was  driving 
in  his  buggy  along  Sakai-machi,  the  horse 
suddenly  bolted,  and  before  it  could  be  pulled 
in,  the  wheels  were  caught  by  one  of  the  electric 
light  posts  which  now  obstruct  all  the  thorough- 
fares in  Kobe,  and  Mr.  De  Ath  was  thrown  out 
heavily,  falling  on  his  back.  Messrs.  A.  J.  and 
A.  E.  McGlew,  who  happened  to  be  following  in 
kuruma,  with  Mr.  Davies'  assistance,  got  the  in- 
jured gentleman  into  a  jinrikisha,  and  he  was 
brought  down  to  his  office,  when  doctors  were  at 
once  summoned.  Dr.  Miller  and  Dr.  Harris 
were  quickly  on  the  spot,  and  as  the  result  of  an 
examination  we  are  glad  to  say  it  was  found 
that  no  bones  were  broken,  only  the  muscles 
of  the  back  being  strained  and  bruised,  and  a 
few  days'  rest  will  doubtless  see  Mr.  De  Ath 
about  again.  When  the  carriage  came  into 
contact  with  the  post,  the  shafts  broke  short  off 
and  the  horse  trotted  down  Sakaimachi  and 
then  round  by  the  Bund  and  home  to  his  stable, 
without  doing  any  furtherdamage. 

RAILWAYS. 

Theru  is  again  talk  of  transferring  the  Govern- 
ment Railways  to  a  private  company.  But  by 
whom  the  project  has  been  revived  we  do  not 
learn,  but  the  reason  appears  to  be  that  much 
dissatisfaction  is  felt  by  the  public  with  regard 
to  the  management  of  Government  Lines.  It 
is  admitted  that  the  officially  controlled  roads 
used  to  be  worthy  models  for  private  concerns, 
but  the  cases  are  said  to  be  reversed  now,  the 
managers  of  the  Government  Railways  show- 
ing no  disposition  to  adapt  themselves  to  the 


requirements  of  the  public.  On  the  other  hand, 
to  expect  the  application  of  any  radical  remedy 
by  either  the  Government  or  the  Diet  in  con- 
sideied  extravagant,  since  both  are  engronsed 
by  their  political  squabbles.  According  to  the 
programme  said  to  have  been  evolved  by  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  scheme,  a  hundred  million  yen  of 
capital  is  required,  to  be  applied  as  follows: — 

YEN. 

Purchase  of  Government  Railways  ...  36,000,000 

Doubling  the  Tokaido  Line   11,000,000 

Additional  Rolling  Stock  foi  Tokaido 

Line    2,500,000 

Enlargement  of  Stations  at  Shimbaslii 

and  Yokohama    1,200,000 

Construction    of    Fiikiisliirna-Aomoi  i 

Railway    17,000,000 

Consli  net  ion     of     Toyama  -  Tsui  uga 

Railway    6,500,000 

Consti action  of  line  tlnougli  Tokyo 

(Shimbashi  10  Uyeno)    5,000,000 

Construction   of   Nakasendo  Railway 

(Hachioji  to  Nagoya)    20,000,000 

The  profit  is  estimated  thus  : — 

YEN. 

Profit  on  Old  Government  Lines   2,700,000 

Additional  Profit  on  Tokaido  Line   650,000 

Three  per  Cent,  on  Fuktisliima-Aomoi  i 

Line    510,000 

Four  per  cen  t.  on  Toyama-Tsiiruga  Line  260,000 
Four  per  cent.  00  Nakasendo  Line   380,000 

Total    5,000,000 

There  would  be,  according  to  this  estimate,  a 
profit  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  total  capital.  With 
regard  to  raising  the  capital,  the  idea  is  to  have 
a  million  shares  of  looyen  each,  and  to  contrive 
that  they  shall  be  as  widely  as  possible  held, 
instead  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
millionaires. 


A  CURIOUS  CASE. 

There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  extraordinary  story  circulated  by  the  verna- 
cular press  about  Mr.  Hirao  Kiheiji,  a  man  of 
reported  substance  in  Osaka  and  owner  of  three 
steamers.  A  forged  promissory  note— purport- 
ing to  have  been  issued  by  the  Cavalry  Division 
in  Osaka — against  which  Hirao  borrowed  100 
yen,  led  to  an  inquiry  showing  that  he  stood 
ndebted  for  a  total  of  a  quarter  of  million 
yen  to  some  80  creditors.  Such  an  inci- 
dent is  not  remarkable,  but  in  this  case  it 
led  to  very  sad  results,  for  it  now  seems 
that  Mr.  Okaiye,  an  official  of  the  Transport 
Section  of  the  Osaka  Cavalry,  who  committed 
suicide  during  the  night  of  the  10th  instant  in 
front  of  a  military  accountant's  residence,  made 
away  with  himself  simply  because  the  forged 
note  had  been  drawn  on  the  department  to 
iwhich  he  belonged  and  because  lie  desired  to 
clear  himself  of  all  connection  with  it.  Suicide 
was  a  strange  manner  of  establishing  his  inno- 
cence, but  Japanese  custom  used  to  be  of  that 
nature.  Mr.  Hirao's  clerk  also  has  killed  him- 
self, but  the  circumstances  of  his  case  are  not 
published. 

AN  OPINION   ON  THE  SILVER  QUESTION. 

In  a  recent  speech,  Gen.  Francis  A.  Walker, 
of  Boston,  said  : — "  In  the  language  of  Prof. 
Lexis  of  Germany,  one  of  the  greatest  economic 
statisticians  of  the  world,  the  concurrence  of 
England,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  the  United 
States  in  free  coinage  at  a  common  ratio  would 
suffice  to  extinguish  all  preference  for  either 
metal  outside  the  bimetallic  basin.  The  only 
question,  then,  which  remains  is  whether  in- 
ternational bimetallism  is,  politically  and  dip- 
lomatically, possible  :  that  is,  whether  the 
concurrence  of  a  sufficient  number  of  nations 
can  be  secured  to  this  end.  Here  we  reach  the 
ground  of  conjecture.  Upon  this  subject  no 
man  can  speak  with  assurance ;  yet  there  is 
great  reason  for  hope  in  the  remarkable  change 
which  within  a  few  years  has  come  over  the 
public  mind  of  England." 


THE   RUDE   FOREIGNER  ONCE  MORE. 

As  is  usually  the  case  on  the  occasion  of  any 
public  ceremony,  a  charge  of  rudenes  is  pre- 
ferred against  a  foreigner  in  connection  with 
the  Emperor's  progress  to  the  Diet  on  Tuesday. 
The  foreigner,  who  was  mounted,  is  said  to 
have  attempted  to  break  through  the  line,  but 
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was  restrained  by  the  police  at  the  instance  of  a 
Soshi,  and  also  became  the  butt  of  some  in- 
spiriting remarks  from  a  group  of  Soshi,  such 
as  •' cut  him  down,"  "  have  at  him."  The  in- 
cident is  taken  as  an  opportunity  for  describing 
another  act  of  a  similar  kind  said  to  have  oc- 
curred when  the  Empress  visited  the  Nobles 
School  for  girls  a  few  days  ago.  Now,  never 
in  a  single  instance,  so  far  as  we  are  aware, 
has  it  been  proved  that  a  foreigner  was  guilty 
of  intentional  rudeness  or  want  of  courtesy  on 
such  an  occasion  as  the  above,  and  it  seems 
to  us  that  vernacular  newspapers,  in  giving 
publicity  to  stories  of  this  kind,  might  have 
the  grace  to  note  that  a  foreigner  has  never 
been  shown  to  have  been  a  witting  offender. 
Foreigners  do  not  yield  to  the  Japanese  them- 
selves in  the  heartiness  of  their  desive  to  show 
respect  towards  the  Sovereign  of  this  realm. 

PRINCE  GEORGE  OF  GREECE. 

That  magnificent  but  contemptible  myth  which 
represents  Prince  George  of  Greece  as  having 
saved  the  life  of  the  Czarewitch  continues  to 
find  circulators  and  believers.  It  makes  its  latest 
appearance  in  an  article  in  The  Strand 
Magazine  written  by  Miss  Phyllis  Bentley,  a 
young  lady  celebrated  for  her  performance  of 
many  mysterious  muscular  feats.  After  speaking 
of  Prince  George's  remarkable  physique,  she 
writes  thus  : — 

It  was  this  young  Viking  who  saved  the  life  of  the 
(  zarewitch  whilst  in  Japan,  and  the  head  of  the  murder- 
ously-inclined Jap  must  have  been  of  abnormal  thickness 
to  have  withstood  the  blow  His  Royal  Highess  dealt  him 
with  the  stick  that  warded  off  the  sword-thrust  at  the  heir 
to  the  throne  of  all  the  Russias ;  an  ordinary  head  would 
have  been  smashed  in  as  easily  as  an  egg-shell. 

When  the  account  of  Prince  George's  feat  in  Japan 
appeared  in  the  papers,  more  than  one  writer,  I  remember, 
expressed  their  surprise  that  a  man  who  showed  such  slight 
muscular  development  could  have  knocked  anyone  down 
but  these  very  superior  critics  had  no  personal  knowledge 
of  Prince  George,  whom  they  mistook  for  his  younger 
brother,  Prince  Nicholas. 

Need  we  repeat  what  has  been  said  twenty 
limes  already  that  Prince  George  of  Greece 
never  warded  off  any  blow  aimed  by  a  Japanese 
at  the  Czarewitch,  that  he  never  knocked  down 
any  Japanese,  unless  he  did  so  in  some  escapade 
of  which  the  public  has  no  knowledge,  and  that  he 
had  no  moreto  do  withthesaving  of  His  Imperial 
Highness'  life  than  Miss  Bentley  herself  had? 
How  this  fable  was  originally  put  into  circula- 
tion is  a  mystery.  But  for  the  fact  that  it  has 
remained  in  circulation  and  that  no  resolute 
attempt  has  ever  been  made  by  Prince  George 
himself  to  contradict  it,  he  must  be  held  re- 
sponsible, and  a  very  sorry  responsibility  it  is. 


THE   MINISTER  OF  STATE  FOR  FINANCE. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Slate  for 
Finance  has  been  stepping  down  from  his 
official  pedestal  and  playing  with  some  students 
in  Nagano  Prefecture  the  game  known  in  the 
West  as  the  tug-of-war.  It  seems — we  quote 
from  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun—lhul  Mr.  Wata- 
nabe  is  a  man  of  considerable  strength,  and  that 
heundertookio  pull  at  one  end  of  the  rope  against 
several  students  at  the  other.  The  students  were 
unable  to  drag  him  across  the  line,  but  they 
balanced  the  account  very  cleverly  by  letting 
go  the  rope  at  such  a  critical  moment  that  Mr. 
Watanabe  tumbled  into  a  ditch.  The  Minister 
was  fully  equal  to  the  occasion.  He  scrambled 
out  as  gracefully  as  possible,  and  remarked 
with  a  smile  that  if  he,  a  native  of  Nagano,  had 
enjoyed  the  distinction  of  directing  the  national 
finances,  it  was  evident  from  the  fate  that  had 
just  befallen  him  that  many  youths  of  the  same 
Prefecture  were  ready  to  upset  him  and  take 
his  place.  Of  course  this  elicited  loud  cries 
of  "  hiya  !  hiya  1  " 


AN  EMIGRATION  SCHEME. 

1  he  Lower  Calif ornian,  of  Ensenada,  says  in  a 
recent  issue  :— "  Mr.  H.  W.  S.  Edmunds  of  the 
Anglo-Japanese  Colonization  Company,  of  Yo- 
kohama, Japan,  passed  through  Ensenada,  on 
17th  March  on  his  way  to  San  Francisco  on  the 
steamer  St.  Paul.  Mr.  Edmunds  was  born  on 
one  of  the  sugar  plantations  of  Queensland,  Aus- 
tralia, and  is  thoroughly  posted  on  the  working 
of  tropical  plantations.  He  has  resided  some 
two  years  in  Japan,  and  has  just  returned  from 


some  of  the  tropical  and  semi-tropical  states  of 
Mexico,  where  he  has  made  contracts  with 
different  planters  for  the  introduction  of  Japan- 
ese colonists,  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar, 
tobacco,  cacao,  vanilla,  and  other  tropical  pro- 
ducts. He  says  the  Japanese  official  who  was 
sent  over  by  his  Government  to  inspect  Mexican 
lands,  thought  them  very  suitable  for  the  agri- 
culturists of  his  country." 


THB  TACTICS  OF  THE  OPPOSITION. 

Although  the  Six  Sections  of  the  Opposition 
are  agreed  in  presenting  to  the  Throne  an 
Address  that  amount  to  a  violent  impeachment 
of  the  Government,  they  are  by  no  means  agreed 
as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  if  the  Address 
obtains  a  majority  vote.  Some  of  them  are  in 
favour  of  thereupon  suspending  the  House's 
sittings  until  the  Government  takes  some  action  ; 
and  others,  as  the  National  Unionists,  the 
Central  Progressionists  and  so  forth,  are  against 
anything  of  the  kind,  being  disposed,  on  the 
contrary,  to  petition  for  prolongation  of  the 
session. 

*  * 

The  Radicals,  too,  have  not  developed  un- 
animity of  view  with  regard  to  their  procedure 
subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  presented  by  them,  should  it  pass. 
The  idea  of  the  members  of  the  House  is  that 
sittings  should  be  suspended  for  a  fixed  num- 
ber of  days  in  order  to  await  the  Government's 
reply,  whereas  the  representatives  of  the  Party 
who  are  without  seats  in  the  House  advocate 
suspension  of  its  sittings  for  an  indefinite  time. 
Which  opinion  will  carry  the  day,  we  have  not 
yet  learned. 

JAPANESE  SERVANTS  IN  CAPE  TOWN. 

Wk  observe  that  a  resident  of  Cape  Town,  re- 
cently on  a  visit  to  Japan,  has  secured  the 
services  of  two  Japanese,  a  man  and  his  wife, 
to  accompany  him  to  South  Africa  in  the  capa- 
city of  domestic  servants,  under  a  four  years' 
agreement.  The  house-servant  difficulty  is 
said  to  be  most  embarrassing  in  Cape  Town, 
and  the  gentleman  taking  this  step  believes  that 
he  has  solved  the  vexed  question  so  far,,  at  any 
rate,  as  he  himself  is  concerned.  If  his  experi- 
ment proves  successful,  and  we  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  it  will,  an  opening  of  some  import- 
ance may  be  found  for  Japanese  emigrants  to 
Cape  Town  and  other  parts  of  South  Africa. 
All  this  emigration  movement  should  have  the 
effect  of  stimulating  once  more  the  study  of  the 
English  language  in  Japan.  To  whatever  part 
of  the  world  the  Japanese  may  he-take  them- 
selves, their  prospect  of  success  must  depend 
largely  upon  their  knowledge  of  a  foreign 
language,  and  of  all  languages  English  is  be- 
yond question  the  most  useful. 


MR.  OTORI  KEISUKE  ON  THE   KIM  INCIDENT. 

The  Japanese  Representative  in  Soul,  while 
passing  through  Osaka  en  route  for  Tokyo,  was 
interviewed  by  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Kokkai. 
When  the  news  of  Kim  Ok-kyun's  assassination 
reached  Soul,  the  Korean  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  called  on  Mr.  Otori  and  asked  him  to 
instruct  the  Japanese  Consul  in  Shanghai  to 
surrenderthe  body  of  Kim'and  his  assassin  Hong 
to  the  Korean  authorities.  Of  course  Mr.  Otori 
flatly  refused  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  not 
having  competence  to  do  it  even  supposing  that 
he  had  been  willing.  As  to  the  mutilation  of 
Kim's  remains,  Mr.  Otori  and  the  Chinese 
Minister  Resident  united  in  making  deterrent 
representations  to  the  Korean  Government. 
They  were  unsuccessful,  but  being  backed  by 
the  other  Foreign  Ministers,  they  were  able  to 
prevent  Hong's  elevation  to  an  important  of- 
ficial position.  With  regard  to  the  Korean 
Charge  d'Affaires  who  left  Tokyo  in  such 
a  strange  manner,  he  is  to  be  dismissed 
from  his  post.  Before  leaving  Soul,  Mr. 
Otori  heard  that  policemen  had  been  sent  to 
arrest  Kim's  surviving  relatives  and  that  his 
aged  father  had  committed  suicide.  Bin  Yei- 
yoku,  who  has  been  living  for  some  time  in 
Hongkong,  is  prevented  from  returning  to 
Korea  by  causes  which  Mr.  Otori  did  not  feel 
I  at  liberty  to  explain.    It  appears  that  Mr.  Yuan, 


the  well-known  Chinese  Representative  in  Soul, 
is  to  leave  that  city  for  his  new  post  next 
month.  Another  item  of  news  furnished  by  Mr. 
Otori  is  interesting.  He  says  that  some  3,000 
Koreans  having  settled  in  Siberia,  the  Russian 
Government  opened  negotiations  with  the 
Cabinet  in  Soul  to  ascertain  whether  these 
people  might  be  regarded  as  naturalized  Russian 
subjects  or  whether  the  Korean  Government  in- 
tended to  recall  them.  The  Soul  Ministry  re- 
plied that  the  settlers  would  be  recalled,  but 
what  to  do  with  them  is  a  question  that  causes 
Korea  some  embarrassment.  We  do  not  under- 
stand this  intelligence.  Russia  has  her  own 
naturalizationlaws,  and  is  notat  all  likely  to  make 
their  operation  depend  on  any  intentions  that 
Korea  may  entertain. 


BLACK  DEATH   IN  HONGKONG. 

In  consequence  of  rumours  published  by  ver- 
nacular newspapers  on  the  15th  instant,  to  the 
effect  that  an  epidemic  had  broken  out  in  Hong- 
kong, the  Government,  says  the  Kokkai,  at  once 
despatched  a  cablegram  to  ascertain  the  truth, 
and  received  from  Consul  Nakayama  a  reply 
confirming  the  rumour.  The  Consul's  mes- 
sage seems  to  indicate  that  the  pestilence  is  not 
cholera,  but  "  black  death."  The  first  case 
appeared  at  the  end  of  last  month,  and  was 
quickly  followed  by  50  others,  of  whom  the 
great  majority  have  developed  very  high  fever 
with  swelling  of  the  head,  the  arm-pits,  and 
other  parts.  As  to  the  rate  of  mortality  no- 
thing is  said.  The  Kokkai  adds  that  instruc- 
tions have  been  issued  to  the  open  ports  in 
Japan  to  prevent  the  coming  of  the  disease. 
* 

*  * 

Telegraphic  intelligence  dispatched  by  Mr. 
Ogoshi,  Japanese  Consul-General  in  Shanghai, 
and  received  by  the  Government  on  the  16th 
inst.,  states  that  the  various  Consuls  in  Shanghai 
have  requested  the  Harbour  Office  to  put  the 
Harbour  Quarantine  Regulations  into  strict 
operation  against  all  vessels  coming  from  Hong- 
kong showing  any  suspicion  of  "  black-death  " 
onboard.  Any  ship  having  patients  on  board  is 
to  remain  outside  the  port  with  the  yellow 
flag  hoisted. 


THE  FOREIGNER  ACCUSED  OF  RUDENESS  ON  THE 
I5TH  INSTANT. 

The  Kokkai  has  withdrawn  the  story  it  publi- 
shed about  a  mounted  foreigner  having  attempt- 
ed to  force  his  way  across  the  space  reserved 
for  the  Imperial  Progress  on  the  15th  instant. 
The  facts,  as  we  have  learned  from  an  un- 
questionable source,  are  that  the  foreigner 
made  no  attempt  whatever  to  pass  and  had 
no  immediate  intention  of  doing  so.  He 
was  waiting  quietly,  when  the  police,  who 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  he  sought  to  get 
on,  indicated  a  route  to  him,  and  he  took  it. 
Thereupon  a  clamour  was  raised  by  some  of 
the  bystanders — apparently  Soshi — and  the 
police,  influenced  by  it,  directed  the  foreigner 
to  follow  another  street,  with  which  direction 
he  immediately  complied,  having  been  from 
the  [first  perfectly  amenable  to  any  authorita- 
tive indication.  Of  course  there  is  not  the 
most  shadowy  ground  for  accusing  him  of 
rudeness.  He  is,  for  the  rest,  a  man  perfectly 
conversant  with  all  the  rules  of  etiquette  ob- 
served on  such  occasions,  and  is  quite  incapable 
of  violating  them. 

JAPANESE  TEA.  . 

It  has  always  been  a*1  question  of  interest  to 
know  the  quantity  of  tea  produced  annually  in 
Japan,  but  only  within  recent  years  have  statis- 
tics been  available.  From  figures  published  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce, 
we  now  learn  that  the  total  produce  of  1892  was 
7,822,034  kwan  (64,610,000  lbs).  This  shows 
an  increase  in  all  kinds  of  tea,  as  aompared  with 
1 89 1,  the  increase  in  the  best  kinds  (sencha) 
aggregating  41 1,963  kwan,  and  that  in  the  in- 
ferior kinds,  449,322  kivan.  From  the  Customs 
Returns  we  learn  that  the  quantity  of  tea  ex- 
ported in  1892  was  49,524,021  lbs,  so  that  the 
quantity  consumed  by  the  Japanese  themselves 
was  only  15,085,972  lbs.,  or  a  little  more  than  \ 
of  a  lb.  per  head.   We  should  not  have  sup- 
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posed  that  a  quantity  so  small  would  suffice  for 
such  a  nation  of  lea  di  inkers.  The  value  of 
15  million  lbs.  of  tea  is  a  little  more  than  2 
million  yen,  so  that,  on  the  above  hypothesis  the 
expenditure  per  head  of  the  Japanese  nation  on 
account  of  tea  is  only  5  sen,  and  siirce  this  is 
re-fired  tea,  we  must  add  30  per  cent,  to  obtain 
the  quantity  actually  purchased  by  foreign  mer- 
chants for  export.  Making  that  correction,  it 
results  that  the  demand  of  the  foreign  markets 
represented  64,381,227  lbs.,  and  there  remained 
only  228,773  ">s.  forborne  consumption.  That, 
of  course,  is  quite  incredible.  The  Japanese 
are  essentially  a  tea-drinking  nation.  They  sip 
tea  at  all  times  and  seasons,  and  though  their 
manner  of  drinking  and  method  of  making  the 
beverage  are  about  as  economical  as  possible, 
it  is  obviously  absurd  to  suppose  that  their 
average  annual  consumption  per  capita  is  only 
a  very  small  fraction  of  an  ounce.  The  in- 
vestigations conducted  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  are  evidently  in- 
sufficient: they  greatly  understate  the  amount 
of  tea  actually  produced  in  Japan. 

TROUBLE   IN  TOTTORI. 

After  the  floods  by  which  Tottori  Prefecture 
was  devastated  at  the  end  of  last  year,  investiga- 
tions were  conducted  by  engineers  despatched 
by  the  Central  Government,  and  the  Treasury 
made  a  grant  of  1,600,000  yen  on  account  of 
repairs.  Subsequent  surveys  carried  out  by  the 
Local  authorities  suggested  the  advisability  of 
curtailing  the  works  contemplated  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Central  Government's  experts. 
Meanwhile,  the  people  becoming  impatient  to 
have  the  repairs  effected  before  the  time  of  rice 
harvest,  sent  a  large  number  of  deputies  to  the 
Prefectural  Office,  and  these,  discovering  the 
reductions  proposed  by  the  Local  Authorities, 
offered  strong  protests,  being  especially  dis- 
turbed about  the  delay  that  must  ensue  in  ob- 
taining the  Home  Office's  endorsement  of  the 
changes.  There  is  reported  to  be  much  dis- 
content in  the  Prefecture,  and  steps  have  been 
taken  to  appeal  to  the  Central  Government. 


TRADE  BETWEEN   RUSSIA  AND  JAPAN. 

There  are  said  to  be  some  four  thousand  Japan- 
ese residents  in  Russian  Siberia  in  connection 
with  trade,  but  so  far  as  Russia  proper  is  concern- 
ed there  has  hitherto  been  very  little  commercial 
intercourse  between  her  and  Japan.  Two  years 
ago  much  talk  was  heard  of  a  commission  des- 
patched by  the  Central  Tea  Guild  to  open  a 
brick-tea  trade  with  Russia,  but  nothing  more 
has  been  heard  of  the  project:  presumably  it 
fell  through.  We  now  read  in  the  vernacular 
press  that  Mr.  Suzuki  Otoya,  formerly  a  trans- 
lator in  the  Russian  Legation,  has  been  engaged 
for  the  past  ten  years  in  trade  with  Siberia,  en- 
countering no  small  hardships.  He  has  now 
decided  to  push  further  afield,  by  taking  a  large 
consignment  of  art  objects  to  Odessa,  and 
thence  to  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg.  He  is 
to  set  out  in  July,  taking  one  of  the  Russian 
volunteer  steamers. 


COUNTERFEIT  BANKNOTES. 

Information  has  reached  the  metropolitan 
police  that  a  comparatively  large  quantity  of 
counterfeit  Nippon  Ginko  notes  has  been  put 
into  circulation  in  Yokohama.  The  bills  are 
very  skilfully  executed,  so  much  so  that  the 
most  minute  inspection  of  externals  fails  to 
reveal  any  suspicious  variances.  There  is  only 
one  thing  by  which  the  counterfeits  may  be 
known,  and  that  is  that,  strange  to  say,  they 
all  bear  the  same  number  (in  Japanese  ideo- 
graphs) on  the  upper  right-hand  corner, — 45574 
(  BJ  j5.  5.  -*C  13  )•  It  is  advisable  to  keep  a 
sharp  look-out  for  these  notes,  they  being  so 
very  deceptive  in  appearance  and  of  several  de- 
nominations. 

A  PRECOCIOUS  CHILD. 

In  Kochi  Prefecture  there  is  living  a  lad,  five 
years  of  age,  called  Miyamoto  Seigamon.  He 
has  already  attained  such  proficiency  in  the 
writing  of  Chinese  ideographs  that  people  solicit 
his  caligraphy  on  gold-foil  screens  and  brocade- 
mounted  scrolls.  The  child's  writing  is  said 
to  show  strong  individuality.    It  is  a  somewhat 


incredible  story,  but  we  take  it  from  the  columns 
of  a  sober  newspaper,  the  Jiyu.  Ideogiaphic 
caligraphy  is  invaiiably  the  field  in  which  Japa- 
nese  children  show  (heir  precocity.  No  oilier 
field  indeed  is  open  to  them.  Let  us  hope, 
however,  that  this  little  lad  of  Kochi  will  find 
some  better  use  for  his  talent. 


JURIDICAL  STENOGRAPHY. 

Wit  have  received  a  notice  that  Messrs.  Dielze 
and  Peter  are  prepared  to  supply,  for  a  veiy 
moderate  semi-annual  subscription,  reports  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Empire  of  Germany.  The  intimation  will  have 
interest  for  our  legal  readers.  But  even  those 
not  directly  concerned  with  the  law  may  derive, 
we  venture  to  think,  not  a  little  edification 
from  the  English  translations  furnished  by  the 
"  Reichsgerichts-Reporler."  To  demonstrate  the 
grounds  of  this  our  conviction,  we  reproduce  a 
portion  of  the  specimen  report,  precisely  as  it 
reaches  us : — 

For  the  disobedience  against  the  executive  power 
was  condemned  the  butcher  Henry  Pollender  to  a 
punishment  of  imprisonment  by  the  general  court  of 
justice  at  Essen  in  the  month  December  1893.  He 
made  complaints  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  German 
empire  in  Leipsic  against  this  sentence,  which  he 
would  prove,  that  the  policeman  might  not  have  been 
empowedhimto  disposses  of  the  placei  where  he  sold 
his  flesh,  as  he  might  have  payed  the  duty  for  his  place. 
Though  he  avow,  t  hat  the  head  of  the  hog,  was  gnowed 
of  worms  and  that  he  would  have  in  sale  also  yet  others 
parts  of  worm-eaten  flesh,  he  would  not  have  given 
cause  of  it,  that  the  police-man  might  make  use  of  the 
coercitive  measures,  On  the  contrary  oppose  the  pro- 
curator  of  state,  th.it  the  sale  of  the  worm  eaten  flesh 
not  was  the  only  cause,  for  disposses  the  butcher 
Pollender,  but  because  he  would  attract  forcibly  a  dis- 
pute with  the  police-man  an  him  would  resist  by  with 
great  stubbornness  ;  therefore  might  not  give  suit  the 
complainant  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  Germany 
at  Leipsic;  moreover  he  was  fined  to  the  costs  of 
revision. 

The  revision  of  the  possessor  of  a  printing-office 
John  Brinkmann  at  Mulhouse  (Alsace)  which  was 
condemned  for  the  fault  against  the  law  of  the  press 
by  the  country  court  of  justice  at  Mulhouse  (Alsace) 
in  the  month  October  1893 — was  not  given  suit  in  the 
session  of  the  first  senate  of  the  supreme  court  of 
justice  of  Germany  at  Leipsic.  The  supreme  court  of 
justice  and  the  first  instance  were  agreeing  in  their 
sentence,  whereafter  Brinkmann  is  culpable  to  have 
done  fault  informations  in  retation  to  the  name  and 
the  place  at  which  this  pamphlet  was  printet.  The 
complainant  might  let  pass,  that  he  knew  only  a 
french  law  of  the  press  by  a  Jaquin  ?,  nevertheless 
appear  this,  as  an  incroyable  subterfuge. 

A  very  remarquable  case  of  a  chastisement  do 
decide  to-day  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  Ger- 
many, the  complainant  is  a  vicar,  with  name  John 
Stumpf  at  Offenbach  o/M.,  which  was  condemned  for 
the  fault  in  office  to  a  fine  of  twenty  Mark,  by  the 
country-court  at  Darmstadt,  the  6th  November  1893. 
The  vicar  Stumpf  teached  in  the  religion  the  children 
of  the  school  of  district  at  Offenbach.  To  a  day,  as 
he  had  quit  the  school-room,  he  observed  after'his 
return  a  great  bustle  between  the  boys.  Upon  his 
question,  who  this  bustle  have  caused,  it  be  named  the 
school-boy  Mann  by  all  itscomrades.  Ireful  he  give  a 
blow  upon  the  head,  hand  and  back.  The  wound  be- 
gin presently  to  bleed.  This  is  with  few  of  words  the 
event,  Though  the  vivar  Stumpf  knew,  that  he  had 
exceeded  the  measure  of  the  corporeal  chastisement, 
he  not  suppose,  that  the  may  have  offenced  the  law 
of  the  school  and  the  words  of  the  disciplinar  law  : 
are  to  evitate  (in  german  :  sind  zu  vermeiden)  are 
only  a  warning.  Besides  he  have  never  read  this 
disciplinar  law  and  he  seek  repeated  to  refer,  that  he 
not  have  cudgeled  intentionally.  But  this  explana- 
tions appear  the  more  incredible,  as  the  vicar,  Stumpf 
had  received  long  bevore  a  reprimand  by  a  court  of 
justice.  Also  the  words,  with  which  he  menaced  the 
boy:  1  will  thee  cudgel,  and  if  still  more  bleed  thy 
head  let  know  the  intention  of  his  chastisement 
wherefore  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the  German 
empire  notsuit  this  revision. 

As  the  18th  August  1893  the  carter's. man  John 
David  Horsch  went  between  the  line  of  the  railway 
Francfurt-Escharsheim,  justly  as  coming  a  train  of 
Eschersheim,  he  not  thought,  that  his  stubbornness 
might  look  for  an  end  before  the  court  of  justice. 
The  danger  was  already  near  and  an  accident  with 
the  end  before  the  court  of  justice — immutable.  In 
the  mariner  came  the  event  to  the  country-court  at 
Francfurt  o[M.,  which  condemned  the  accused  Horsch 
to  one  week  imprisonment  for  bringing  into  danger 
a  train.  Against  this  sentence  he  complained  to  the 
supreme  court  of  Justice  at  Leipsic  and  pretended,  he 
have  slept  in  this  time.  The  supreme  court  not-'suit 
therefore  the  revision. 

CORSETS. 

Here  is  a  counterblast  to  the  writer  who 
recently  declared  that  corsets,  so  far  from  being 


an  injurious  article  of  dren.s,  are  highly  bene- 
ficial when  propeily  used: — 

Kingston  N  Y  ,  March  18,  i8gj,— Mrs.  Ilmzinga  if 
the  Vice-president  of  the  Ulster  Country  Temperance  Union 
and  the  wife  of  the  Kcv.  O  II.  Iluizinga,  of  New  I'altz. 
She  is  highly  cultivated  and  lian  a  commanding  pics,  m  r 
the  convention  which  was  held  in  the  new  .St.  James' 
Methodist  Chuirh  here  has  just  closed,  hut  her  paper  il 
still  the  theme  of  a  most  lively  and  general  'liscussion. 

The  paper  was  entitled  "  f'hysician,  Ileal  I  liyself,"  in 
which  the  essentially  feminine  vice  was  handled  in  a  plain 
and  pointed  manner.  She  said  :— "  I  he  human  body  is  the 
must  beautiful  of  created  objects.  It  is  strong,  delicate, 
supple  and  graceful.  This  applies  pre-eminently  to  the 
female  form  ;  but  while  woman  seems  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  way  God  made  the  trees,  flowers  and  animals,  she  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  way  He  made  her  body,  so  she  .seeks 
to  improve  perfection. 

"She  trusts  God  to  shape  and  plan  the  universe,  but 
not  her  body,  for  while  he  put  a  sufficient  number  of  bones 
inside  her  body  to  hold  it  erect,  she,  forsooth,  must  sup- 
plement them  with  a  layer  of  bones  ouiside  to  change  and 
impiove  the  outside  of  the  figure.  So  we  have  that  abomi- 
nation known  as  the  corset 

"  History  tells  us  that  as  nations  have  grown  wealthy 
and  extravagant,  the  people  giving  themselves  up  to  ex- 
cesses of  all  kinds,  the  corset  has  been  laced  tight  and  even 
tighter,  as  the  climax  of  frivolity  approached.  The  con- 
sumption of  corsets  in  America,  not  including  those  import- 
ed, is  said  to  be  sixty  millions  yearly.  What  does  this 
argue  for  the  state  of  morals  in  our  country?  It  is  said 
that  national  dress  keeps  pace  with  national  history.  Both 
begin  in  simplicity  and  end  in  voluptuousness. 

"  Tight  lacing  has  been  one  of  the  hijgh  water  marks  of 
the  self-indulgent  period.  The  body  when  encased  in  stiff 
bones  or  tight  lacing  of  any  kind,  is  incapable  of  graceful 
motion,  healthful  exercise  and  ability  to  perform  the  work 
of  life. 

"The  'Venus  of  Milo,'  the  acknowledged  standard  of 
beauty  of  form,  has  a  waist  about  twice  the  girth  of  the 
modern  belle,  and  the  undulating  lines  and  curves  of  the 
statue  flow  into  each  other,  revealing  great  refinement  of 
curvature  and  imperceptible  gradation. 

'  How  different  is  the  corset  made  form,  with  high, 
square  shoulders,  waist  like  an  hour  «lass,  hips  extremely 
prominent,  an  artificial  and  ungainly  attire  ! 

"  If  your  horses,  cattle  and  dogs  were  subjected  to  the 
cruel  treatment  young  women  inflict  upon  themselves  the 
newspapers  and  the  officers  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to 
animals  would  be  on  the  tracks  of  the  guilty  parties  But 
why  should  women  exhaust  their  vitality  by  injurious 
modes  of  dressing?  'Oh,  it's  the  fashion,'  comes  the 
reply. 

"  But  what  is  fashion  that  her  laws  should  be  obeyed  in 
defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  beauty,  fitness,  true  grace,  and 
health  ?  If  she  declares  that  woman  shall  wear  a  hump  at 
her  back,  wide  crinoline  skirts  trailing  in  the  dust  or  a 
waist  like  a  wasp,  there  seems  to  be  no  resistance.  The 
plates  and  fashion  papers  of  the  day  represented  only 
caricatures  of  the  female  form. 

"  the  corset  curse  among  women  is  more  insiduous  than 
the  drink  curse  among  men.  Both  sins  seek  to  extenuate 
themselves  on  the  plea  of  moderation  A  woman  can  no 
more  be  trusted  with  a  corset  than  a  drunkard  with  a  glass 
of  whiskey. 

"  More  haim  to  the  health  and  vitality  of  our  race  as  a 
whole  is  done  by  corsets  than  by  rum.  This  article  of 
clothing  violates  the  laws  of  good  health.  It  weakens  the 
body,  enfeebles  the  mind'and  dwarfs  the  ioul !  " 

The  large  audience  which  listened  earnestly  to  the 
reading  of  the  paper  was  divided  in  its  views  on  the  corset 
questionjand  many  a  tight-laced  woman  was  the  object  of 
inspection  and  criticism. 


CHINA,  KOREA,  AND  KIM  OK-KYUN. 

Naturally,  there  are  some  Japanese  who  feel  a 
good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  about  the  inter- 
national aspects  of  the  Kim  assassination. 
Whether  any  action  will  be  taken  in  the  Diet, 
we  do  not  know,  but  in  the  meanwhile  Mr. 
Yamada  Kinosuke,  a  well  known  Tokyo  bar- 
rister, has  published  his  ideas  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Yamada  holds,  so  far  as  we  can  gather, 
•that,  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  Kim  Ok-kyiin 
was  a  naturalized  Japanese,  since  he  had  taken 
up  his  domicile  in  Japan,  had  adopted  a  Japan- 
ese name,  and  had  abandoned,  to  all  appear- 
ances, any  animus  revertendi.  Arriving  in 
Shanghai,  he  furnished  plain  evidence  of  the 
light  in  which  he  regarded  himself,  by  writing 
his  Japanese  name  in  the  hotel  book  and  lodging 
at  the  Japanese  inn.  Hence  China's  action  in 
conveying  Kim's  body  in  a  man-of-war  to  Korea, 
without  any  reference  to  Japan,  seems  to  Mr. 
Yamada  most  reprehensible.  Japan,  he  says, 
should  demand  explicit  explanation  of  procedure 
that  infringed  her  sovereign  right  of  asylum  and 
protection.  As  for  Korea,  she  has  publicly  re- 
warded an  assassin  who  planned  his  murderous 
scheme  in  Japan,  who  enticed  his  victim  from 
Japan  for  the  purpose  of  slaying  him,  and  who 
perpetrated  a  crime  against  Japanese  peace  and 
good  order.  In  the  absence  of  an  extradition 
treaty,  Japan  may  not  be  in  a  position  to  demand 
Hong's  surrender,  but  she  can  at  least  require 
his  suitable  punishment.  With  regard  to  the  con- 
tention advanced  by  some  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
crime  was  perpetrated  outside  Japanese  territory 
Japan  has  no  right  to  a  voice  in  its  punishment, 
Mr.  Yamada  points  out  that,  were  such  a  doctrine 
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admitted,  it  would  follow  that  a  Japanese  subject 
might  be  decoyed  to  a  desert  island  and  murder- 
ed there  with  impunity.  At  all  events,  the  pre- 
liminary stages  of  Hong's  crime  took  place  on 
Japanese  territory,  and  its  victim  was  a  man 
living  under  Japanese  protection.  Mr.  Yamada 
lays  down  these  propositions  with  much  assur- 
ance. But  he  appears  to  forget  that  the  States 
which  he  would  invite  to  follow  him  into  such 
advanced  chapters  of  international  law  ate  China 
and  Korea.  

AMATEUR  BURGLARY. 

An  almost  unprecedented  instance  in  the  bur- 
glary line  occurred,  a  week  or  so  ago,  in  Kanda 
District,  Tokyo.  In  the  small  hours  of  the 
morning  a  suspicious  noise  was  heard  in  the 
dwelling  of  a  druggist  in  Koyanagi-cho,  and  his 
son,  who  was  bedridden,  awoke  to  find  a  rob- 
ber,' armed  with  a  dirk,  just  entering  the  room. 
The  invalid  gave  a  loud  cry,  which  awoke  and 
immediately  brought  the  druggist  to  the  spot. 
The  thief  appeared  to  be  non-plussed  and  when 
angrily  addressed,  replied,  his  teeth  chattering 
with  fright,  that  this  was  his  first  attempt  at 
robbery.  The  druggist,  himself  distrustful  of 
that  ugly-looking  knife,  told  the  thief  that 
there  was  no  money  in  the  house  and  that  he 
had  better  go  home.  "  But  after  taking  all 
the  trouble  to  break  in,"  said  this  curious  bur- 
glar, "  you  might  let  me  have  just  a  little.  I'm 
a  poor  man  and  cannot  afford  to  work  for  no- 
thing." The  druggist  "  pitied  "  him— we  quote 
from  a  vernacular  contemporary — and  handed 
him  a  yen  bank-note  and  fifty  sen  in  copper. 
The  latter  the  burglar  refused,  saying  that  one 
yen  was  quite  sufficient  for  his  immediate  wants, 
and  then  this  remarkable  scene  came  to  a  close. 
It  would  seem  that  both  were  very  timid  people, 
this  being  the  burglar's  first  appearance  in 
public,  while  the  druggist  despite  the  prover 
bially  unstrained  quality  of  mercy— was  evi 
dently  in  the  bluest  of  funks. 

ANTHROPOIDAL  APES. 

For  once,  it  would  appear,  one  of  those  marvel 
ous  tales  that  are  the  delight  of  the  Ko-Shimbun 
scribes,  is  to  be  thoroughly  sifted.  A  story  has 
long  been  circulated  concerning  the  existence, 
in  a  lonely  spot  some  seven  ri  from  Yawata,  in 
Gifu  Prefecture,  of  two  brothers  whose  bodies 
are  covered  with  long  hair  and  whose  voices 
features,  and  behaviour  are  exactly  those  of 
apes.  So  persistently  has  the  rumour  been 
spread  that  the  prefectural  authorities  have  re- 
quested Mr.  Tsuboi  Hayami,  Chief  Physician 
of  the  Gifu  Hospital,  to  repair  to  the  place  in 
question  and  draw  up  a  minute  report  on  the 
strange  pair,  if  they  really  exist.  Hairy  men 
are  no  great  novelties;  but  a  hirsute  growth  in 
connection  with  simian  characteristics  of  a  pro- 
nounced type,  sounds  like  the  discovery  of  the 
Missing  Link.   

MR.   HIRANUMA  SENZO. 

Judgment  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hiranuma,  the 
great  money-lender  of  Yokohama,  was  given  by 
the  Tokyo  Court  of  Appeal  on  the  16th  inst. 
and  the  appeal  brought  by  him  against  the 
decision  of  the  Tokyo  Local  Court  was  thrown 
out  while  the  new  prosecution  proposed  by 
the  Public  Procurator  was  also  rejected.  Ac- 
cording to  the  decision  of  the  Local  Court, 
the  accused  is  to  undergo  major  confinement 
for  one  month,  and  fined  ten  yen.  Mr.  Hira- 
numa intends  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
against  this  decision. 

VISCOUNT   AND  VISCOUNTESS  DE  BONDY. 

To  the  great  regret  of  the  foreign  and  Japanese 
communities  of  Tokyo,  Viscount  de  Bondy, 
Secretary  of  the  French  Legation,  and  Vis- 
countess de  Bondy  leave  the  capital  en  route  for 
Paris  by  the  4.10  p.m.  train  on  the  17th  instant, 
to  embark  in  the  M.M.S.  steamer  Melbourne  at 
Yokohama.  The  Viscount  and  Viscountess 
have  been  universally  popular  during  their  resi- 
dence in  Tokyo,  and  we  venture  to  hope  that 
the  routine  of  official  promotion  may  restore 
them  to  Japan  after  the  briefest  possible  interval. 

REBUILDING  AT  HACHIOJI. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  business  pro- 
spect at  Hachioji  have  greatly  improved  since 


last  year.  The  financial  panic,  which  a  year 
ago  or  more  was  of  a  most  distressing  charac- 
er  to  the  people  of  that  town,  and  on  the  top 
of  which  occurred  the  great  fire  of  last  summer, 
burning  out  a  large  section  in  the  heart  of 
the  town,  is  now  fortunately  a  thing  of  the  past. 
The  burnt  out  section  is  now  almost  complete- 
ly rebuilt.  Many  of  the  new  buildings  are,  of 
course,  of  the  ordinary  description,  but  there 
are  a  goodly  number  of  substantial  houses  and 
godowns  to  be  seen  in  the  rebuilt  portion. 

ANOTHER  TRADE  DIFFICULTY. 

The  vernacular  press  describes  another  diffi- 
culty between  Japanese  and  foreign  merchants 
in  Yokohama.  What  the  precise  facts  of  the 
case'  may  be,  we  can  not  tell,  but  the  charge 
preferred  is  that  a  foreign  firm — No.  193 — be- 
haved in  an  arbitrary  manner,  retaining  silk  in 
its  warehouse  for  an  unduly  long  time,  then 
insisting  on  a  considerable  rebate,  and  even 
after  the  rebate  was  made,  refusing  to  close  the 
transaction.  This  is  an  old  story  with,  doubt- 
less, another  side  to  it.  There  is  talkofaboy  cott, 
but  we  trust  that  calmer  counsels  will  prevail. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDBNT. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  says  that  a  train 
which  left  Uyeno,  Tokyo,  on  the  nth  inst.  at 
2.30  p.m.  for  Aomori,  was  derailed  about  1.40 
the  following  day,  between  Okawara  and  Tsuki- 
gi.  The  accident  was  the  result  of  premeditated 
design  on  the  part  of  some  person  or  persons 
unknown,  the  rails  at  the  spot  having  been 
loosened  from  the  sleepers.  The  locomotive, 
three  freight  and  three  passenger'  cars  were 
derailed.  No  injuries  were  sustained  by  the 
passengers.  A  break-down  gang  was  soon  on 
the  spot,  and  the  first  train  from  Uyeno  on  the 
1 2th  was  able  to  proceed  without  interruption. 


POST  CARDS. 

An  announcement  was  made  by  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Communications,  in  the  Official 
Gazette  of  the  12th  instant,  to  the  effect  that 
post  cards  hitherto  employed  for  domestic  cir- 
culation only  may  henceforth  be  sent  abroad  by 
merely  affixing  the  necessary  stamps.  It  is 
expected  that  this  will  prove  a  considerable  con- 
venience, especially  to  people  in  the  interior 
who  may  not  be  in  a  position  to  procure  inter- 
national cards.  

A   CHURCH  ROBBED. 

We  learn  that  the  Tsukiji  Church  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association  at  Shintome-bashi,  Tokyo,  a 
fire-proof  brick  building,  was  invaded  by  thieves 
who  stole  among  other  things  the  clock,  the 
communion  service,  and  the  contents  of  the 
offertory  box.  The  latter  had  not  been  opened 
since  the  first  of  April,  and  no  doubt  contained 
a  considerable  amount  of  money.  The  theft 
took  place  several  days  ago,  but  as  yet  the 
police  have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  sacrilegi- 
ous rascals. 

VISCOUNT  DE  BONDY. 

Viscount  de  Bondy,  Secretary  of  the  French 
Legation,  and  Viscountess  de  Bondy  left  Tokyo 
by  the  4.10  train  on  the  17th  instant,  en  route 
for  France.  A  very.large  number  of  foreigners 
and  Japanese,  including  nearly  all  the  members 
of  the  Corps  Diplomatique  and  many  high 
Japanese  officials,  assembled  to  bid  them  fare- 
well, and  hearty  wishes  for  their  speedy  return 
to  this  country  were  universally  expressed. 


MULBERRY  TREES  IN  THE  TAMA  AND  ASAGAWA 
VALLEYS. 

We  are  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  has  just 
returned  from  a  tour  through  the  Tama  and 
Asagawa  valleys,  that  notwithstanding  the  slight 
frosts  which  occurred  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
the  last  one  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant, 
the  mulberry  trees  are  in  splendid  condition 
and  the  sericulturists  throughout  these  districts 
anticipate  a  very  fine  harvest.  

K.IM  OK-KYUN. 

According  to  a  telegram  received  yesterday  In 
Tokyo,  the  Korean  Government  has  paused  in 
ts  barbarous  treatment  of  the  corpse  of  Kim 


Ok-kyun.  The  murdered  man's  head  was  to 
have  been  sent  round  the  eight  provinces  for 
exposure,  but  in  deference  to  the  remonstrances 
of  the  Foreign  Representatives  and  others,  the 
Government  has  announced  that  it  will  adopt  a 
different  course.  

FIRE  INSURANCE  IN  JAPAN. 

A  striking  illustration  of  the  growing  popularity 
of  fire  insurance  in  Japan  is  furnished  by  the 
returns  of  the  Meiji  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
The  following  figures  speak  for  themselves. 

Amount  of  Poli-      Amount  of  Pre- 
Date  cies  issued,  mia  received. 

Ytn.  Yen. 

March  31st,  1893  ...    3,205,119    52. 108 

Marcli  31st,- 1894  ...  11,449,720    168,594 

Increase    8,244,601    116,486 

THIS  NETHERLANDS  MINISTRY. 

Telegraphic  intelligence  dispatched  by  Mr. 
Takahira,  Japanese  Minister  Resident  in  Hol- 
land, and  received  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  on  the  14th  inst.,  states  that  the  Dutch 
Cabinet  has  resigned,  not  having  obtained  a 
majority  in  the  general  elections.  A  Radical 
Cabinet  has  been  organised  by  one  of  the  elected 
representatives. 

SHIP  AGROUND  IN  SURUGA  GULF. 

Messrs.  Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co.,  write  as 
follows  : — "  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  ship 
Argomene  is  ashore  at  Ida,  in  Suruga  Bay,  but 
we  are  glad  to  say  she  is  undamaged,  and  we 
expect  her  here  probably  to-day."  We  learn 
this  morning  that  the  steamer  Benledi,  Captain 
Farquhar,  left  Yokohama  last  night  to  render 
any  assistance  she  can  to  the  Argomene. 

SUICIDE  OF  AN  ARTILLERY  NON-COMMISSIONED 
OFFICER. 

The  affair  of  Hirao  Kiheiji,  who,  by  means  of  a 
forged  official  seal,  embezzled  a  sum  of  10,000 
yen  has  led  to  another  catastrophe,  namely,  the 
sucide  of  an  artillery  non-commissioned  officer 
named  Oka  Munenaga,  who,  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  instant,  killed  himself  before  the  gate 
of  Mr.  Hirai  Sukeyuki,  in  Osaka. 


THEFT   OF  30,000  YEN. 

An  employe,  of  the  Yokohama  Branch  of  the 
Kakegawa  Bank,  at  Kitanaka-dori,  Yokohama, 
named  Fujita  Jisuke  (62),  was  robbed  of 
30,000  yen  on  the  15th  inst.  at  Yokohama 
Railway  Station,  whence  he  was  to  leave  for 
Kakegawa  to  take  the  money  to  the  head  office. 
The  thief  has  not  yet  been  arrested  despite 
great  exertions  by  the  police. 

AN  ELECTRIC  RAILWAY. 

An  application  has  been  presented  to  the  Au- 
thorities for  a  charter  to  build  an  electric  rail- 
way from  Yoroi-machi,  in  Saitama  Prefecture, 
to  Bessho-gashi,  in  the  same  Prefecture,  vid 
Kumagae-machi,  a  distance  of  25  miles.  The 
motive  power  is  to  be  obtained  from  water,  and 
the  total  outlay  is  estimated  at  300,000  yen. 
The  projectors  anticipate  a  profit  of  12  per  cent. 

THE  OSAKA  HOTEL. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  has  a  note  about  a  new  hotel 
in  course  of  construction  at  Naka-no-shima  in 
Osaka.  It  is  to  be  in  foreign  style,  four  stories 
high,  with  63  bedrooms,  and  a  dining  salon 
capable  of  accommodating  800  persons.  The 
building  is  to  cost  80,000  yen  and  the  furniture 
30,000.  Work  began  on  it  last  October,  and 
the  roof  was  put  up  on  the  27th  of  April. 

THE    EMPEROR'S  TOUR. 

It  was  His  Majesty  the  Emperor's  intention  to 
make  a  progress  through  Shimane  and  Tottori 
Prefectures  after  the  Summer  Manoeuvres  in 
Kiushu  in  July,  but  as  it  has  been  found  difficult 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations  in  time,  the 
project  has  been  abandoned  for  this  year,  and 
will  be  deferred  until  His  Majesty's  visit  to  the 
Kyoto  Exhibition  next  year. 

MR.  FOSTER. 

The  Official  Gazette  says  that  H.I.M.  the  Em- 
peror gave  a  private  audience  to  Mr.  Foster, 
ex-Secretary  of  State  in  the  U.S.  Government, 
on  the  14th  inst.  at  the  Palace.  The  American 
Minister  and  Mr.  Orr  were  received  in  audi- 
ence at  the  same  time. 
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THE  "  MAT  BELLE'S"  LOST  MEN. 


Two  out  of  the  three  boats  reported  by  Cap- 
tain Snow,  of  the  Retriever,  as  being  milting 
from  the  British   schooner  May  Belle,  have 
turned  up  safely,  being  brought  into  Yoko- 
hama by  the  Bonanza  on  Friday  night,  and 
strong  hopes  are  entertained  by  the  rescued 
men  that  Captain  Shields  has  also  been  picked 
up.     George  Dobson,  one  of  the  men,  in  an 
interview  on  Saturday,  said  that  he  and  Adolf 
Perrer,  along  with  Thos.  Field,  left  the  schooner 
on  April  17th  for  a  day's  hunting.    The  weather 
was  fine,  with  a  slight  haze.    They  pulled  away 
for  about  5  miles  and  then  commenced  work. 
The  Captain's  boat  was  near  them.    It  contained 
in  addition  to  Captain  Shield,  James  Cashion 
and  Anthony  Smith.    About  noon  all  the  boats 
tacked  preparatory  to   making  the  schooner. 
Soon  afterwards  they  lost  sight  of  the  Captain's 
boat,  while  the  schooner  was  nowhere  to  be 
seen.     Towards  dusk   the  lost  men  caught 
sight  of  another  sealing-boat,   in  which  were 
Robert  Cohn,  Richard  Lockwood,  and  Billy 
Trueworthy.    Together  they  cruised  about  for 
three  and  a  half-days  before  being  picked  up 
by  the  Bonanza.    Fortunately,  each  boat  was 
provided  with  a  can  of  corned  beef,  a  can  of 
salmon,  a  loaf  of  soft  bread,  some  25  crackers, 
a  few  slices  of  salt  beef,  and  a  keg  of  water. 
When  the  water  was  exhausted  they  opened  a 
seal  and  drank  its  blood,  while  the  solid  provi- 
sions were  carefully  husbanded.    Nothing  of 
moment  occurred,  with  the  exception  of  a  blow 
on  the  night  of  the  19th  April.    Up  to  the 
date  of  their  losing  the  May  Belle,  that  vessel 
had  had  a  most  successful  season,  some  850 
skins  being  secured,  of  which  342  fell  to  Dob- 
son's  boat.    On  the  day  they  were  lost  one  boat 
had  caught  17  seals,  the  other  15.    The  May 
Belle,  has  still  1 1  men  on  board,  the  mate  being 
in  charge. 


THE  "  MI  IKE  MARU"  IN  COLLISION 

 ♦  

A  telegram  was  received  at  the  Head  Office  of 
the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  on  Tuesday,  from 
Shanghai,  advising  the  Company,  in  meagre 
terms,  of  a  collision  between  the  steamer  Miike 
Marti  (Captain  Tipple),  of  their  Bombay  line, 
and  the  steamer  Monmouthshire,  one  of  the 
"Shire"  liners.  The  telegram  reads  as  fol- 
lows :— "  Steamer  Miike  Maru  has  been  in 
collision  with  steamer  Monmouthshire,  dam- 
aged between  wind  and  water;  cargo  in  good 
condition  ;  surveyors  have  ordered  her  to  be 
docked  for  examination,  will  have  to  partly 
discharge  for  repairs,  which  will  take  about  a 
week."  No  particulars  as  to  how  the  collision 
occurred  are  yet  to  hand.  The  Miike  Maru 
was  evidently  coming  down  stream  and  met 
the  Monmouthshire,  bound  in  from  Kutchino- 
tzu,  which  port  she  left  at  7  a.m.  on  the  10th 
inst.  The  Miike 's  cargo  consists  principally  of 
cotton  from  Bombay. 


DISCOVERT  OF  A  WRECK. 


A  report  has  been  received  by  the  Kanagawa 
Ken  Police,  from  the  Ibaraki  local  officials,  to 
the  effect  that  the  wreck  of  a  vessel  and  the 
remains  of  a  man,  supposed  to  be  one  of  her 
crew,  were  discovered  on  the  shore  of  Matsu- 
mura,  in  the  Naka  district  of  Ibaraki  Prefecture, 
on  the  nth  inst.  The  vessel  is  almost  entirely 
buried  in  the  sand,  only  a  portion  of  her  bottom 
and  stern  showing,  from  which  it  is  evident  that 
she  is  a  vessel  of  foreign  construction.  The 
corpse,  which  was  very  much  disfigured  and  de- 
composed, is  supposed  to  have  been  exposed 
to  the  elements  for  ten  days  or  more.  No  cloth- 
ing has  been  discovered,  but  there  was  a 
woollen  stocking  on  the  deceased's  right  foot. 
The  body  measured  5  shaku  4  sun  (one  sun 
=  1^  in.  and  iOf«tt=one  shaku).  The  man's 
hair  was  of  a  reddish  hue,  and  he  had  an 
anchor  tatooed  on  the  back  of  his  left  hand. 
He  is  doubtless  a  foreigner,  but  of  course  his 
nationality  cannot  be  determined.  The  body 
has  been  temporary  interred. 


SHIP  RUNS  AGROUND  ON  FUT1SU 
SPIT. 
fL  +  , 

The  British  ship  Queen  Victoria,  of  some 
1,700  tons,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Logic, 
ran  aground  about  9  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing between  the  new  fort  and  the  west  shore 
fort  at  the  entrance  to  the  Bay.  The  Queen 
Victor/a  left  Kobe  on  the  9th  inst.,  in  ballast, 
consigned  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com' 
pany,  and  was  drawing  about  iai  feet  of  water. 
Fortunately  she  ran  on  to  a  sandy  bottom  in 
12  feet  of  water,  and  it  is  not  expected  that 
she  will  be  much  damaged.  Mr.  Laffin, 
upon  hearing  of  the  accident,  at  once  pro- 
ceeded down  the  Bay  in  the  Yokosuka  Maru 
and  rendered  all  assistance  possible.  At  high 
tide  on  Wednesday  morning  the  stranded  ship 
floated  off  and  was  towed  up  to  her  anchorage 


THE  TWO  THOUSAND  GUINEAS. 


Ladas,  the  Derby  favourite,  has  won  the  Two 
Thousand  Guineas,  and  remains  an  unbeaten 
colt.  This  will  probably  be  his  record  when 
he  retires  to  the  haras,  as  he  is  very  lightly 
engaged— only  entered  in  fact  in  six  other  races. 
Ladas  is  a  Hampton  colt  out  of  Illuminata, 
and  won  all  the  four  events  for  which  he  started 
as  a  two-year-old,  namely,  '  the  Woodcole 
Stakes  at  Epsom,  where  he  started  at  10  to  1 
in  a  field  of  six  and  won  by  a  length  and  a 
half;  in  the  Coventry  Stakes,  for  which  he  was 
favourite,  when  he  showed  his  heels  to  a  field  of  a 
dozen  ;  in  the  Champagne  Stakes,  where  his  only 
opponent  was  Sempronius,  whom  he  defeated, 
starting  at  11  to  4  on;  and  the  Middle  Park 
Plate,  which  he  won  by  two  lengths  in  a  field  of 
five,  starting  at  5  to  1  on.  Lord  Rosebery's 
colt  is  engaged  in  the  Newmarket  Stakes,  run 
on  the  22nd  inst.,  the  Derby,  run  on  June  6th, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Stakes  at  Ascot,  the  Princess 
of  Wales  Stakes  at  Newmarket  July,  the  Eclipse 
Stakes  at  Sandown  Park,  and  the  Leger.  As 
little  as  3  to  1  had  been  taken  about  Ladas  for 
the  Derby  at  the  end  of  March,  but  no  bets 
had  been  made  about  the  Guineas  at  that 
time  as  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  or  not 
he  would  fill  either  of  his  engagements  pre- 
vious to  the  Derby.  His  having  been  started 
at  Newmarket,  however,  and  his  victory  over  the 
Rowley  Mile  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he 
was  in  tip-top  fettle,  and  will  make  a  bid  for 
the  triple  crown.  Match  Box  is  a  bay  colt  by 
St.  Simon — Match  Girl,  owned  by  Lord  Aling- 
ton,  and  Athlone,  a  bay  colt  by  Sarabande— 
Princess  Arena,  belonging  to  Sir  J.  Blundell 
Maple.  The  former  won  three  of  the  four 
events  he  started  for  as  a  two-year-old,  but 
the  latter  seems  to  have  sported  silk  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Guineas.  He  is  heavily  engaged 
this  year,  being  entered  in  no  less  than  22  races. 
Both  colts  are  in  the  Derby  and  St.  Leger. 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 
 — *.  — . 

The  case  of  the  Bank  of  China  v.  L.  Ander- 
son, has  been  appealed  by  the  defendant  to  the 
High  Court  of  Denmark. 

A  native  paper  states  that  the  Viceroy  Li 
Hung-chang  has  appointed  an  expectant  Taotai, 
by  the  name  of  Ch'en,  who  has  had  some 
European  experience  in  embassies  to  foreign 
countries,  to  be  Commissioner  of  Cotton  Mills 
in  the  Treaty  ports. 

The  Amoy  Gazette  of  the  1st  inst.  says :— 
We  understand  that  the  National  Bank  of  China, 
Limited,  will  shortly  commence  the  issue  of  its 
notes  for  circulation  in  this  port.  It  will  doubt- 
less be  a  great  boon  to  the  public  generally 
and  the  foreign  community  in  particular.  The 
convenience  of  carrying  and  using  notes  in 
place  of  the  chopped  and  occasionally  spurious 
dollars  of  Amoy  currency,  will,  without  doubt 
be  preferred  by  all.  The  shroffing  and  weigh- 
ing of  the  dollars  will  be  done  away  with  and 
monetary  transactions  reduced  to  the  simplicity 
of  merely  counting  the  notes.  We  congratulate 
the  Bank  and  its  popular  local  manager  on  this 
additional  step  in  the  right  direction.  The  dif- 
ficulties attending  the  introduction  of  this  new 


Bank  being  overcome,  its  success  is  now  secured 
as  one  ot  the  important  institutions  in  China. 

In  obedience  to  iusli uctions  received  from 
General  Tan,  Provincial  Commander-in-Chief 
at  Sungkiang,  Colonel  Liae,  commandant  of 
the  native  city  gauison  at  Shanghai,  inspected 
on  Sunday,  May  6th,  the  Taihu  Lake  naval 
brigade,  consisting  of  five  battalions  and  about 
eighty  gunboats,  which  had  assembled  a  few 
miles  south  of  Shanghai  for  their  triennial  re- 
view. The  effect  was,  to  say  the  least,  pictur- 
esque, great  interest  being  manifested  in  the 
diving  operations  of  a  body  of  sailors,  some  of 
whom,  the  native  spectators  solemnly  averred  to 
a  representative  of  the  N.  C.  Daily  News, 
could  stay  under  water  half-a-day,  without  the 
necessity  of  coming  to  the  surface  for  a  breath- 
ing spell !  The  object  of  the  diving  drill  was  to 
demonstrate  the  feasibility  of  boring  holes  in 
the  enemy's  gunboats  in  order  to  sink  them. 

The  now  famous  Hsu  Chih-siang,  the  daring 
critic  of  the  Viceroys  Chang  Chih-tung  and  Li 
Hung-chang,  passed  through  Shanghai  from 
the  North  the  other  day,  at  about  the  same 
time  as.  the  Governor-designate  of  Ch&kiang, 
H.E.  Liao  Shou-fing,  whose  fellow-townsman 
he  is.  This  "  iron-faced  "  official— for  so 
Hsu  Chih-siang  is  styled  by  the  Pekingese— 
with  the  manners  characteristic  of  the  man,  tra- 
velled incog.  So  there  was  no  demonstration  or 
flattering  reception  accorded  him  by  the  local 
mandarins,  who  must  havebeen  chagrined  to  find 
when  too  late,  that  this  famous  person,  who  is 
sure  to  rise  in  the  future,  passed  through  their 
district  without  even  notifying  them  of  the  fact. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Hsu  Chih-siang  was 
formerly  President  of  the  Court  of  Revision,  a 
body  of  Censors  with  special  functions  to  keep 
a  watch  over  the  administration  of  the  criminal 
law  of  the^  empire,  but  on  account  of  making  it 
"  too  hot"  for  the  two  powerful  satraps  Li  and 
Chang  and  their  supporters  at  Peking,  the  Em- 
peror was  influenced  against  him,  and  from  a 
high  metropolitan  post  he  was  lately  transferred 
to  the  post  of  Literary  Chancellor  of  ChSkiang. 
This  is  an  apparent  rise,  but  the  difference  of 
Power  and  the  chance  of  being  promoted  with- 
in a  couple  of  years  to  the  Vice-Presidency  of 
a  Board  greatly  out-balanced  the  "  promotion  " 
in  this  case.  A  Soochow  despatch  says  that 
Hsu  Chih-siang,  having  visited  his  ancestral 
home  at  Kading  passed  throngh  the  former 
city  en  route  for  his  post  at  Hangchow  on  the 
2nd  instant. 

Mr.  O'Conor,  British  Minister  to  Peking,  has 
abandoned  for  the  present  his  intention  of  visit- 
ing Shanghai,  in  consequence  of  telegraphic 
instructions  from  home. 

Steamers  arriving  in  Shanghai  on  May  8th 
reported  the  disappearance  of  the  S.  E.  knoll 
buoy  from  its  position.  As  it  was  seen  on  the 
deck  of  the  U.S.  Flagship  Baltimore  and  divers 
were  at  work  under  her  stern,  it  is  presumed 
the  propeller  of  the  flagship  was  foul  of  the  buoy 
moorings.  The  Baltimore  returned  to  Woosung 
on  the  9th. 

Yang  Shih-hai,  one  of  the  most  notorious  of 
the  Kolao  Hut  chiefs,  who  had  avoided  capture 
for  the  past  three  years,  was  arrested  by  the 
Kiukiang  Brigadier-General  after  a  desperate 
fight  on  the  borders  of  Kiangsi,  near  Hunan, 
about  three  weeks  ago  and  summarily  executed 
on  the  2nd  instant  at  Kiukiang. 

The  following  whimsical  paragraph  appears 
in  the  N.  C.  Daily  News  for  May  nth  :— "  We 
mentioned  that  when  the  Spanish  man-of-war 
Don  Juan  de  Austria  arrived  at  Shanghai,  she 
saluted  the  port,  which  naturally  was  not  re- 
turned, Shanghai  not  being  a  saluting  port. 
She  left  here  on  Wednesday  and  is  still  an- 
chored at  Woo-sung,  and  the  story  is  that  her 
commander  wants  his  salute  returned  and  is  in 
communication  with  the  Woosung  forts  on  the 
subject."  The  evening  journal  of  Shanghai  of 
the  same  date  says  : — Yesterday  at  4  p.m.,  the 
forts  at  Woosung  returned  the  salute  of  the 
Spanish  cruiser  Don  Juan  de  Austria.  We  are 
informed  that  the  Commander  of  this  man-of- 
war,  according  to  international  etiquette,  was 
obliged  to  salute  the  United  States  Admiral,  but 
before  doing  so  he  was  obliged  to  salute  the 
Chinese  flag. 
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A  fire  occurred  in  Seward  Road,  Shanghai,  on 
the  5th  instant  and  twelve  houses  were  destroy- 
ed. The  houses  and  their  contents  were  in- 
sured. 

There  is  to  he  a  new  bund  at  Shanghai  be- 
yond the  French  side  to  the  East  Gate.  It  was 
marked  out  on  the  4th  of  May  by  the  local 
Chinese  officials. 

The  tea  hongs  in  Amoy  and  Tamsui,  taught 
by  experience  that  competition  amongst  them- 
selves has  the  effect  of  only  making  them  pay 
high  prices  for  tea,  have  this  year  signed  an 
agreement  that  nobody  will  ship  this  season's 
tea  before  the  26th  of  May.  The  rationale  of 
their  compact  is  that  by  that  time  the  local 
market  will  be  well  stocked  with  new  tea  and 
low  prices  will  consequently  rule.  One  mer- 
chant of  Tamsui  has  not  subscribed  lo  this 
agreement  and  therefore  has  a  monopoly  of  the 
buying  at  present. 

The  Rev.  F.  Hugh,  Pro-Vicar-Apostolic  of 
Northern  Shensi,  who  is  an  Irishman  by  birth, 
has  published  in  the  North  China  Daily  He- 
rald an  account  of  the  recent  anti-Christian 
outrages  in  that  province.  We  reproduce  the 
main  part  in  his  own  words  : — 

On  Friday  the  30th  of  March,  at  midnight,  a  determined 
attempt  to  destroy  by  fire  the  whole  Christian  mission  of 
Shankientze  in  the  district  of  Houshien  was  made  by  the 
pagans,  in  consequence  of  a  pending  suit  regarding  pro- 
perty belonging  10  a  <  hristian  which  had  been  forcibly 
taken  over  to  afford  for  a  pagoda.  It  was  only  by  the 
greatest  efforts  of  priest  and  people  that  the  flames  were 
arrested  within  a  few  yards  of  the  church.  A  strong  wind 
was  blowing  at  the  time  and  only  the  intervention  of 
Providence  could  have  averted  a  general  calamity  It  was 
but  natural  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  missionary 
should  appeal  to  the  yamen  for  an  investigation  and  that 
the  yamen  should  pay  attention.  The  writer  was  asked  to 
accompany  the  missionary  in  question,  the  Rev.  Father 
Gabriel,  of  French  nationality  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
beint;  detained  nearly  two  hours  at  the  gate  of  theyamen, 
the  objects  of  the  obnoxious  curiosity  of  the  populace 
congregated  in  their  numbers  at  the  fair  being  held  at  the 
time     During  all  this  interval  no  one  of  respectability  was 
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sent  by  the  magistrate  to  our  encounter,  in  spite  ot  trie 
Emperor's  reiterated  commands  that  the  missionary  should 
be  received  by  the  local  mandarin  with  all  due  respect  and 
consideration.    After  so  long  a  delay  receiving  for  answer 
that  the  mandarin  was  indisposed,  the    French  priest 
determined  to  proceed  to  the  menn-koung's  office,  open  all 
day  to  those  who  have  affairs  to  transact  with  the  yamen. 
The  door  of  the  great  tribunal  lay  open  ;  it  was  trap  into 
which  my  companion  was  rushing,  for  behind  the  second 
dour  the  satellites  had  been  mustered  in  force     On  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  threshold  he   was  immediately 
pounced  upon.    Hurrying  to  his  protection,  I  was  seized 
from  behind  by  the  honourable  appendage  called  a  pig- 
tail and  hustled  and  beaten     My  companion  gettini:  clear 
rushed  forward  crying  out  for   the   protection  of  the 
mandarin,  believing  it  safer  than  a  backward  movement 
which  would  have  put  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  people 
upon  whom  no  dependence  could  be  placed  after  the  ,exam 
pie  given  by  the  mandarin's  retainers.     He  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  second  hall,  followed  by  the  runners,  and 
cried  out  in  the  name  of  the  Treaty  for  protection,  but 
all  the  reply  he  heard  from   the  mandarin's  quarteis 
was,  "  Rebellion,  rebellion  !     Bring   up  the  four  divi- 
sions land    the    military!     Beat  and    imprison  them. 
This  all  happened  in  the   public   hall  to  which  we 
had  certainly  a  right  to  enter,  having  a  matter  of  the 
gravest  importance  to  transact.     Then  happened  what 
is  alleged  as  the  whole  brunt  of  his  offending.  Being 
overwhelmed  by  underlings,  who  dragged  him  by  the  legs 
and  arms  and  hair  of  his  head,  in  falling  he  seized  the  first 
object  within  reach,  which  happened  to  be  a  table  which  he 
is  aware  of  having  dragged  out  of  place,  but  of  nothing 
further.     It  is  behind  this  table  which  is  exalted  into  the 
representative  of  the  Emperor  himself,  that  the  delinquent 
magistrate  is  to  hide  himself  after  his  gross  conduct.  Its 
displacement,  or  what  other  accident  happened  to  it,  is  due 
to  the  violence  of  the  satellites  themselves     It  is  to  be  the 
magistrate's  excuse  to  his  superiors  for  his  outrageous  con- 
duct, not  to  speak  of  the  grosser  and  really  too  absurd 
calumny  if  ever  it  were  made,  which  I  disbelieve,  of  having 
broken  open  the  State  coffer  and  spilt  the  money  among 
the  people  ;  a  likely  proceeding  in  face  of  the  officials  and 
the  numerous  crowd  of  people  !     But  who  after  Sung-pu 
can  enter  into  the  depths  of  Chinese  iniquity,  mixed  with 
stupidity  ?  The  entry  of  two  pacific  Europeans  aimed  with 
the  authorisation  of  the  Emperor  is  exaggerated  into  a  re- 
bellion.   Very  luckily  the  order  for  the  assembly  of  the 
military  did  not  reach  them,  or  reached  them  too  late  or 
was  disobeyed,  therewise  it  is  quite  possible  that  some 
spear  thrusts  would  have  added  to  the  list  of  victims  of 
Chinese  hatred. 

As  I  stated,  we  had  been  seized  and  were  now  being  drag- 
ged by  the  hair,  pushed,  beaten,  surrounded  by  the  whole 
executive  body  numbering  two  or  three  hundred,  shouting 
and  cursing,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  population.  Outside 
the  great  hall,  finding  myself  free  for  a  moment,  I  went  to 
the  aid  of  my  companion  and  besought  the  runners  to 
release  hold  of  his  hair.  Immediately  I  was  seized  auain 
from  behind  held  to  the  ground,  beaten,  kicked,  cursed, 
father,  mother  and  progenitors- who  according  to  Chinese 
Darwinism  were  declared  to  be  dogs,  asses,  etc.  I  hen  sur- 
rounded by  a  howling  herd  of  underlings  I  was  dragged  by 
the  hair  through  the  house  of  detention  of  the  light 
brigade  of  police  to  the  cells  of  the  chained  prisoners. 
1  was  left  on  the  threshold,  whither  I  wandered  back  to  a 
chair  outside  the  entry  of  the  cells,  where  I  found  my  com- 
pani  >n  who  had  in  the  same  unceremonious  manner  been 
introduced.  After  talking  over  matters,  my  companion 
rose  to  find  out  whether  de  facto  we  were  prisoners  or  not. 


On  attempting  to  leave,  twice  he  was  dragged  back  by  the 
hair  of  the  head.    After  an  interval  of  an  hour  he  made  a 
third  experiment,  penetrating  into  the  courtyard,  but  cries 
were  raised  from  the  tribunal,  "  Arrest  Ijim,  imprison  him  !" 
He  was  immediately  surrounded  by  a  cir.  le  of  runners  who, 
without  laying  hands  upon  him,  followed  all  his  movements 
till  his  return  into  the  prison.    I  must  not  omit  a  further 
circumstance.    After  our  entry  into  the  court-yard  of  the 
menn-koung's  office  the  door  was  closed  behind  us  to  pre- 
vent our  escape.     The  presenter  of  our  card — a  man 
adorned  with  the  insignia  of  a  mandarin  but  not  wearing 
his  official  dress  at  the  time— was  shut  in.    On  opening 
the  dcor  to  leave  he  was  roughly  handled,  receiving  a  blow 
on  the  chest.    A  search  was  made  for  him  later  in  the  town 
but  he  was  harboured  by  pagans  till  he  could  make  good 
his  escape.    Our  legal  adviser  was  also  struck  on  the  hand 
while  warding  off  a  blow  and  shaied  for  a  time  our  impri- 
sonment, but  being  invited  to  a  consultation  with  the 
assistant  magistrate  seiied  the  opportunity  to  escape  to 
Hsian     It  is  stated  that  in  the  attack  on  us  three  swords 
were  observed  in  ihe  hands  of  the  runners.    During  the 
day  we  despatched  a  telegram  to  Peking  and  sent  our  com- 
plaint to  the  Provincial  Governor  through  the  Bishop,   1  he 
complaint  was  refused  and  the  messenger  threatened  with 
imprisonment.  The  Bishop  was  not  a  mandarin — evidently 
an  objection  to  the  form — and  our  complaints  must  be  a 
parcel  of  lies.    The  bearer,  however,  replied,  "  Imprison 
me  or  not!    The  matter  is  as  represented  "    Finally  a 
copy  was  made  and  a  promise  was  given  that  the  matter 
would  be  attended  to,  with  a  request  to  the  bearer  to  say 
nothing  of  the  bad  reception  that  he  had  received.  Evi- 
dently the  yamen  and  not  the  Governor  were  the  actors  in 
the  first  reception  scene,  as  is  usually  the  case. 
The  sequel  of  this  affair  is  the  most  curious 
part  of  it.    The  missionaries  having  been  got 
into  prison  wrongfully,  and  the  authorities  be 
coming  apprehensive  about  the  consequences 
of  the  blunder,  every  possible  effort  was  made 
to  induce  the  two  reverend  gentlemen  to  remove 
themselves  quietly.    But  Mr.  Hugh,  as  we  have 
said,  is  an  Irishman,  and  Irishmen  are  apt  to 
be  obstinate.    Besides,  he  had  the  example  of 
Paul  and  Silas  in  the  prison  at  Thyatara  to 
guide  him.    He  and  his  companion  refused  to 
leave  the  prison.    Then  the  Chinese,  finding 
themselves  in  a  perplexing  quandary,  adopted 
a  thoroughly  Chinese  method  of  emerging  from 
it.    Unable  to  remove  the  missionaries  from 
the  prison,  they  removed  the  prison  from  the 
missionaries.    This  unique  performance  was 
not    achieved    with    any  Genius-of-the-Lamp 
celerity.    It  was  gradual.    In  the  first  place, 
the  room  where  the  missionaries  were  incaicei 


ated  was  cut  off  from  the  cells  and  the  body 
of  the  prison.    This  certainly  had  the  effect  of 
differentiating  the  missionaries   from  the  or- 
dinary prisoners,  but  it  also  reduced  ihem  to 
the  necessity  of  spending  their  days  and  nights 
and  performing  all  the  functions  of  life  in  a 
solitary  room  open  to  the  street  and  to  the 
crowds  attracted  by  the  novel  spectacle.  This 
horrible  discomfort  did  not  shake  the  Celt's- 
resolution.    Therefore  the  Chinese  proceeded 
with  their  programme.    On  the  4th  day  they 
removed  all  the  Chinese  prisoners,  one  by  one, 
as  secretly  as  possible  ;  on  the  5th,  they  removed 
all  the  staff  of  the  prison  except  one  or  two 
men  disguised  in  plain  clothes,  and  on  the  6th, 
they  invited  the  people  to  contemplate  the 
curious  spectacle  of   two  foreign  gentlemen 
voluntarily  remaining  day  after  day  in  a  pagoda 
which  they  had  entered  by  mistake  expecting  to 
find  a  mandarin  there.     But  we  doubt  whether 
any  "  heathen  Chinee  "  born  of  woman  is  a 
match  for  a  genuine  Irishman.    For  ten  days 
Mr.  Hugh  and  his  companion  remained  in  the 
dismantled  prison  visited  daily  by  thousands  of 
spectators  who  justly  regarded  them  as  fin  de 
siecle  curiosities.    Mr.  Hugh  himself  seems  to 
have  some  qualms   about   the  Christian-like 
gentleness  of  his  conduct.     He  excuses  it 
by   offering   an    explanation,    namely,  that 
to   understand  his  action  it  is  necessary  to 
appreciate  his  estimate  of  the  Chinese  as  "the 
most   false  and  hypocritical  people   on  the 
face  of  the  globe."    Nobody  wanted  an  excuse 
from  Mr.  Hugh.    We  have  only  admiration  for 
his  courage,  resolution,  and  astuteness.    But  if 
he  wanted  to  give  an  excuse,  we  could  wish  that 
he  had  framed  it  differently.    After  ten  days 
the  Assistant  Magistrate  himself  visited  the  ex- 
prison,  but  though  showing  every  disposition 
to  conciliate  the  missionaries,  failed  to  induce 
them  to  change  their  quarters.    They  may  still, 
for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  be  sitting 
under  colours  nailed  to  a  mast  of  indescribable 
discomfort  and  hardship  unless  their  telegrams 
to  Peking  have  before  now  induced  the  authori- 
ties there  to  take  conclusive  steps.   We  sincerely 
hope  that  this  valiant  Irishman  may  come  out 
of  the  affair  with  flying  colours. 


The  rosy  views  recently  taken  of  affairs  in  the 
Yangtze  region  were  premature.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  in  accordance  with  demands 
preferred  by  the  Foreign  Representatives  in 
Peking,  instructions  were  issued  for  re-posting' 
the  celebrated  Imperial  Edict  of  1891  through- 
out the  region.  This  was  supposed  to  have 
been  done  and  as  the  Edict  is  really  a  wonder- 
fully liberal  document,  there  was  great  rejoicing 
over  its  re-publication  and  the  Sungpu  massacre 
was  supposed  to  have  produced  more  good  than 
harm.  But  it  now  turns  out  that  these  estimates 
were  greatly  exaggerated.  The  Edict  has  been 
posted  only  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Hankow, 
and  not  at  all  in  the  districts  where  it  is  really 
wanted.  There  its  place  is  taken  by  a  number 
of  placards,  some  of  huge  dimensions  and 
striking  colour  threatening  with  death  and  de- 
struction of  property  anyone  guilty  of  aiding  or 
abetting  the  foreign  barbarian.  The  Ncrth 
China  Daily  News'  Hankow  correspondent  de- 
scribes the  placards  as  follows  : — 

In  these  productions  we  are  informed  that  the  scho- 
lars and  people  of  the  district  of  Macheng,  hearing  that 
the  foreign  mission  case  was  still  unsettled,  and  that 
there  was  an  idea  of  compelling  the  magistrates  to 
re-establish  the  preaching  hall,  regardless  of  all  the 
mischiefs  which  might  follow,  and  of  the  fact  that 
certain  villains  through  their  greed  for  petty  gains 
had  brought  calamities  on  themselves  to  the  obliterat- 
ing of  families,  and  the  disgracing  of  ancestors,  as  the 
next  cart  would  follow  in  the  same  rut  as  the  first, 
they,  the  people,  had  decided  to  be  on  their  guard, 
and  would  not  permit  a  single  inch  of  Chinese  land  to 
be  occupied  by  the  barbarian.    Each  man  would  look 
after  his  own  house,  and  each  locality  would  protect  it- 
self, and  should  any  one  again  dare  to  have  intercourse 
with  the  barbarians,  all  would  unite  to  punish  him. 
They  would  not  send  him  to  the  magistrate,  but  deal 
with  him  according  to  the  regulations  now  made  and 
provided.    These  are  to  the  effect  that  any  foreigner 
passing  would  be  allowed  a  meal,  or  a  night's  lodg- 
ing, but  should  any  innkeeper  permit  him  to  remain 
longer  his  inn  would  be  destroyed  and  the  site  con- 
fiscated.   Any  foreigner  coming  to  sell  books  would 
be  allowed  to  do  so,  but  no  one  would  be  hinder- 
ed  from   reviling   and    insulting  him,   and  should 
any  native  dare  to  buy  a  book  he  would  be  severely 
punished.    If  foreigners  are  to  establish   a  mission 
they  must    have  somewhere    to  stow   their  bodies 
in,    but    it  is  determined  they  shall   not  have  an 
inch.    If  any  one  dares  to  disregard  this  he  will  be 
murdered,  and  so  save  his  ancestors  from  disgrace. 
Should  any  foreign  merchant  come  to  rent  or  stay  the 
people  must  excuse  themselves  with  smooth  words, 
and  should  any  one,  covetous  of  heavy  prices,  allow 
him  to  obtain  a  lodgment  and  begin  building,  his 
house  will  be  pulled  to  pieces,  so  as  to  save  the  mis- 
chief of  having  to  burn  it  later  on. 
The  same  correspondent  notes  that  these  pla- 
cards indicate  a  new   departure.  Formerly 
threats  thus  published  were  directed  entirely 
against  the  foreigners;  now  the  native  is  inti- 
midated. Another  subtle  device  has  been  to  con- 
vert the  Sung-pu  affair  into  a  play  performed  by 
means  of  a  magic  lantern.    "  In  this  way  fo- 
reigners, who  are  exhibited  as  practising  the 
grossest  immoralities,  are  thrown  down  from 
the  house-tops  nightly  and  beaten  to  death  to 
the  great  delight  of  rustic  audiences." 

Another  anti-foreign  outrage  is  reported  from 
Yanglo-tung,  a  place  lying  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Hankow  from  Sung-pu  and  about  twice  as  far 
from  it.  The  victim  was  Mr.  N.  Danilow  who 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  going  every  year  to 
Yanglo-tung  to  buy  tea  on  account  of  the  Russian 
firm,  Messrs.  Popow  Fibres.  He  was  set  upon 
by  a  band  of  men,  dragged  from  his  sedan  chair 
and  beaten  into  insensibility.  Possibly  this  out- 
rage may  have  been  planned  by  the  native  tea- 
merchants  to  get  rid  of  an  inconvenient  foreign 
competitor. 

Shanghai  held  its  21st  Annual  Flower  Show 
in  the  Astor  Hall  on  the  9th  of  May.  The 
North  China  Daily  News  says  that  in  only  two 
departments  did  the  exhibits  show  improve- 
ment, the  ferns  and  the  vegetables,  and  that  the 
roses  were  particularly  poor. 

The  Viceroy  Li  certainly  does  not  do  things 
by  halves.  His  recommendation  of  three  offi- 
cials for  reward,  as  published  in  the  Peking 
Gazette  of  January  26th,  is  about  as  thorough- 
going as  any  recommendation  we  have  ever 
seen.  He  prefaces  it  by  saying  that  he  "  never 
presumes  to  recommend  men  to  the  Throne's 
notice  unless  he  has  had  personal  knowledge  of, 
and  personally  tiied,  them  in  various  lights  and 
never  found  them  wanting  ?    This  declaration 
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adds  the  mora  force  to  the  unstinted  panegyrics 
he  then  proceeds  to  hestow  on  three  officials, 
whom  he  asks  to  have  summoned  to  Peking  and 
presented  to  the  Emperor,  "  leaving  it  to  the 
resplendent  and  generous  will  of  (lie  Throne  to 
determine"  how  their  services  should  !>e  utilized. 
It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the  outspoken  Vice- 
roy's suggestion  was  at  once  acted  on  by  the 
Emperor. 


HONGKONG  NEWS. 
■  ♦—  

The  movement  for  the  establishment  of  a  Club 
at  the  Peak  has  now  taken  definite  form,  and 
''The  Homestead,"  the  property  of  Mr.  Gran- 
ville Sharp,  has  been  rented  for  the  purpose. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  recently  before  His 
Honour  Mr.  E.  J.  Ackroyd,  Acting  Chief  Jus- 
lice,  Mr.  A.  J.  Leach,  the  Acting  Attorney- 
General,  brought  up  the  question  of  the  appeal 
by  Chun  Hing  against  a  sentence  of  Com- 
mander Hastings  of  six  months'  imprisonment 
for  unlawful  possession  of  arms.  He  said 
that  the  Crown  did  not  intend  to  ask  for  a 
rehearing  of  the  matter,  and  consented  to  the 
sentence  being  reversed  and  the  conviction 
quashed.  His  Lordship  said  that  he  saw  no 
objection  to  that  course  and  therefore  made  the 
order,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Wise, 
Acting  Puisne  Judge. 

"  Francillon,"  "  Forget-me-Not,"  and  "In 
Society  "  have  been  played  to  crowded  houses 
in  Hongkong  by  the  Brown-Potter-Kyrlc  Bellew 
combination. 

All  that  remains  of  the  ill-fated  lag  Pilot  Fish, 
which  lies  a  wreck  several  feet  under  water  near 
Tamtoo  Island,  was  knocked  down  by  auction 
to  Chi  Wo  for  $1,000. 

An  attempt  is  in  progress  to  improve  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  arid  waste  at  Kowloon  known 
as  Humphreys'  Estate  by  planting  trees  on  each 
side  of  the  newly-formed  streets. 

Says  the  China  Mail  of  the  3rd  inst.  : — Much 
amusement  was  given  to  the  occupants  of  the 
dress  circle  in  the  Theatre  last  night  by  a  young 
Englishman  who  went  to  sleep  in  the  Gover- 
nor's box  during  the  progress  of  Forget- 
me-Not.  In  the  course  of  the  first  act, 
which  was  almost  dreary  enough  for  anything, 
this  young  fellow  dropped  off  into  a  snooze 
from  which  he  did  not  awake  till  the  play  was 
concluded.  If  he  had  selected  a  less  prominent 
position  he  would  not  have  been  so  noticeable. 
There  was  a  certain  amount  of  passive  irony 
about  his  action,  but  no  one  could  believe  that 
he  had  any  grudge  against  the  members  of 
the  Company  and  took  this  means  of  satiris- 
ing their  efforts  to  amuse  and  entertain. 
The  culminating  point  was  reached  when  the 
unconscious  sleeper  placed  his  feet  upon  the 
back  of  the  chair  in  front,  right  in  view  of  the 
rest  of  the  audience  in  the  dress  circle.  The 
offender,  whoever  he  is,  ought  to  be  advised  to 
find  a  more  suitable  place  when  next  he  goes  to 
the  Theatre  to  sleep. 

A  Chess  Club  has  been  established  in  Hong- 
kong, and  the  first  meeting  was  arranged  to 
take  place  on  the  15th  May.  A  Championship 
Tournament  will  be  arranged  as  quickiy  as 
possible. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Humphreys,  General  Manager  of 
Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.,  of  Hongkong,  in 
his  annual  report  upon  the  Company's  work- 
ing to  the  31st  December,  1893,  says: — The 
net  profits  of  the  Company  for  the  twelve 
months  under  review,  after  paying  all  charges, 
including  General  Management,  and  providing 
for  all  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  and  with  the 
addition  of  $7,704.85  brought  forward  from  last 
year,  amount  to  $137,100.69.  From  this  there 
has  been  written  off  for  depreciation  of  furniture, 
fittings,  steam  launch,  securities,  and  properties 
$18,968.53.  And  for  the  adjustment  of  exchange 
on  sterling  liabilities  $29,952.14 — 18,920.67. 
Leaving  a  balance  to  be  dealt  with  of  $88,130.02 
From  this  amount  I  propose  to  appropriate  a 
sum  of  $30,000  to  be  specially  written  off  for 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  buildings,  furni- 
ture, fittings,  and  sign-boards  of  the  whole  of 
our  Chinese  branch  establishments  on  the  main- 
land $30,000.00.    There  will  then  remain  avail- 


able for  dividends  $58,180.02.  We  paid  an 
interim  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  in  November 
last,  absorbing  $24,000,  and  I  now  proposes 
lo  pay  a  further  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  (making 
8  percent,  for  the  year),  which  will  absorb $24,000 
leaving  a  balance  of  $10,180.02  to  be  carried 
forward. 

Writing  on  the  16th  of  May,  the  Hongkong 
Daily  Press  says  :— The  pestilential  disease, 
or  plague  as  it  is  called  in  Canton,  appears  to 
become  worse  and  worse  day  by  day.  It  is  now 
spreading  to  Honam  and  Fatshan,  where,  al 
though  not  many  fatal  cases  have  been '  re 
ported,  the  inhabitants  are  in  a  very  alarmed 
state  of  mind.  The  authorities  have  issued  a 
proclamation  prohibiting  the  slaughter  of  pigs, 
and  on  the  7th  inst.  another  notice  was  also 
posted  up  in  the  streets  prohibiting  even  the 
capture  of  fish.  Processions  with  josses  are 
still  parading  the  streets  day  and  night  and 
crackers,  sandal-wood,  and  joss-sticks  are  to 
be  burnt  in  every  house  all  the  time  with  the 
intention  of  getting  rid  of  the  visitation.  The 
disease  is  regarded  as  not  only  dangerous  to 
those  who  live  in  the  city  but  also  a  peril  to  those 
who  are  visiting  the  place.  From  native  sources 
we  learn  that  in  some  cases  people  have  been 
found  dead  whilst  being  carried  in  chairs  in  the 
streets.  The  stock  of  coffins  is  now  nearly  ex 
hausted,  and  the  undertakers  are  working  day 
and  night  to  meet  the  demand.  The  Chung 
Not  Sau  Po  relates  the  following  curious  story. 
Inside  the  city  there  lived  a  family  in  which 
seven  out  of  the  eight  occupiers  had  succumb- 
ed to  the  disease  in  the  course  of  one  day,  and 
the  only  survivor  was  a  girl,  who  could  not  go 
out  to  buy  coffins  for  the  dead  bodies  and  she 
was  sitting  down.  Later  on  a  thief  broke  into 
the  house  with  a  view  to  rob  the  giri,  but  as 
soon  as  he  stepped  into  it  the  latter  offered  him 
some  money  and  asked  him  to  buy  coffins 
for  her  deceased  relatives,  saying  that  if  he 
would  fulfil  the  errand  she  would  allow  him 
to  take  away  all  he  liked.  The  man  promised 
and  left  the  house  with  the  money.  But  on  his 
return  he  found  the  girl  had  also  died,  and  he 
began  to  gather  together  the  valuables  in  the 
house,  but  in  the  course  of  this  he  suddenly  fell 
down  and  expired. 

The  Daily  Press  hears  that  the  M.M.  steamer 
Volga  was    bought  at  auction  by  the  China 
Mutual  agents  for  $24,100.    "The  vessel  re 
quires  a  good  deal  of  lepair,"  it  says,  "but  is 
cheap  at  the  price." 

A  correspondent  sends  the  China  Mail  the 
following  :~-Memo.  for  the  Retrenchment  Com 
mittee.    There  are  nine  English  masters  em 
ployed  at  the  "  Queen's  College "   as   it  i 
now   called.     The   second    master   is  away 
on  leave,   the  fourth  is  acting  as  first  clerk 
at  the  Magistracy,  the  sixth  is  just  going  foi 
twelve  months'  holiday  in  England,  and  even 
when  the  seventh  sprains  his  ankle  at  tennis 
and  is  incapacitated  from  work,  the  skies  do 
not  fall  but  the  College  apparently  goes  on  just 
in  the  old  sweet  way. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Elliot,  a  well-known  planter  . 
Mysore,  has  written  a  book  showing  that,  by  the 
closing  of  the  Indian  mints,  which  forced  the 
rupee  from  one  shilling  and  three  pence  to  one 
shilling  and  fourpence,  the  coffee-growers  in 
Mysore  alone  will  lose  ^56,000  a  year,  and  the 
producing  classes  of  India  as  a  whole  will  lose 
about  ^7,000,000  sterling  annually  on  their 
aggregate  exports.  Curiously  enough,  just  as 
this  book  was  published  in  India  Mr.  E.  Tumor, 
who  owns  over  20,000  acres  of  land  in  Lincoln- 
shire, was  giving  evidence  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Agriculture  to  the  effect  that  the 
root  of  the  present  depression  springs  from  in 
the  demonetization  of  silver. 

Colonel  Saunderson  is  naturally  in  high  fettle 
over  the  action  of  the  Lords  toward  the  Home 
Rule  Bill.  Speaking  recently  at  the  opening 
of  a  Bazaar,  he  made  use  of  the  following 
words  :— "  With  Home  Rule  there  would  have 
been  in  this  country  the  domination  of  a  creed 


and  ol  politics*  absolutely  subversive  of  all  liberty 
and  of  all  prosperity.  Now  they  were  in  perfect 
peace,  owing  to  the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
which  loyalists  never  ought  to  forget  The 
Home  Rule  Hill  had  been  ignominious!)-  kicked 
out  of  that  Assembly.  No  agitation  had 
since  occurred  to  show  that  the  British  people 
resented  that  action,  and  although  the  Unionists 
might  not  be  successful  al  the  present  bye-elec- 
tions he  had  no  doubt  that  when  a  general 
election  came  the  final  torch  would  be  put  to 
that  nefarious  measure  and  those  who  aided 
and  abetted  it." 

The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts  has  published  its  192nd  annual 
report.  The  American  Colonies  were  the  field 
of  its  earliest  operations  in  1702,  and  its  latest 
campaign  took  it  into  Manchuria  in  1892. 
The  Society's  total  annual  income  amounts  to 
£1 13,079,  with  which  sum  it  maintains  718 
ordained  missionaries,  including  10  Bishops, 
2,300  lay  teachers,  and  2,600  students  in  its  col- 
leges in  different  parts  of  the  world,  while  38,000 
childrefi  receive  education  at  its  schools  in  Asia 
and  Africa. 


A  singlar  story  is  gradually  growing  up  round 
King  Theebaw's  Crown  jewels  and  regalia. 
This  property,  supposed  to  be  of  great  value, 
disappeared  from  the  Royal  Palace  at  Manda- 
Iay  during  the  night  before  the  occupation  of 
the  place  by  the  British  troops  in  1885.  All 
attempts  to  trace  the  lost  articles  were  unsuc- 
cessful, though  as  to  their  existence  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained,  one  lof  the  Colonels  on 
guard  at  the  Palace  having  stated  that  he  had 
seen  theregold  vases  and  other  ornaments  which 
upontheentryof  the  troops  the  following  morning 
were  missing.  The  jewels  and  regalia  had  almost 
faded  from  public  recollection  when  attention 
was  again  directed  to  them  by  a  rumour  that 
their  whereabouts  had  been  recalled  in  the 
death-bed  confession  of  a  British  soldier. 
It  now  appears,  however,  that  this  version  of 
the  facts  is  incorrect.  Two  soldiers,  of  whom 
one  has  since  died,  secreted  the  jewels  and 
the  regalia,  having  stolen  them  from  the  Palace 
during  the  night.  The  soldier  that  actually 
did  the  stealing,  or  at  any  rate  is  credited 
by  his  comrade  with  doing  it,  has  since  died, 
but  the  survivor,  William  White,  alias  Jack 
Marshall,  professes  to  know  exactly  where  the 
treasures  lie.  His  acquaintance  with  their 
whereabouts  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Mobbs,  a  Southhampton  estate  agent,  the 
latter  put  himself  into  communication  with 
the  India  Office,  and  after  various  negotiations 
obtained  not  only  a  satisfactory  promise  as 
to  his  own  reward  if  the  lost  property  were 
unearthed,  but  also  a  document  indemnifying 
White  from  the  consequences  of  his  dis- 
horfesty.  Complications  then  arose  with  re- 
ference to  the  manner  of  getting  at  the  jewels, 
and  before  things  were  settled  the  man  White,' 
carrying  his  indemnity  in  his  pocket,  quietly  set 
off  on  his  own  account  for  Rangoon.  It  looks 
as  if  this  ex-private  of  the  2nd  Queen's  Royal 
West  Surrey  Regiment,  who  after  he  left  the  army 
worked  as  a  farm  labourer  and  a  dock  hand, 
would  outwit  the  Authorities  and  get  possession 
of  the  buried  treasures.  The  Authorities,  how- 
ever, conjecture  That  he  is  merely  seeking  to 
secure  for  himself  the  whole  reward  offered  by 
the  Indian  Government  for  their  recovery.  He 
is  said  to  speak  the  native  tongue,  to  have  a 
native  wife  and  son  near  Rangoon,  and  to  be 
very  cunning. 

The  Government  seems  to  be  getting  into 
trouble  with  Scotland  as  well  as  Ireland  over 
the  question  of  Home  Rule.  Eight  years  ago 
the  late  Mr.  John  Bright  proposed  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  Home  Rule  that  separate  Grand 
Committees  should  be  formed  of  the  members 
for  Scotland  and  Ireland  to  whom  all  Bills  re- 
lating to  those  countries  might  respectively  be 
referred.  That  is  the  system  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  seeking  to  inaugurate  for  Scotland, 
but  the  Scottish  Home  Rule  Association  have 
issued  a  strong  manifesto  protesting  against 
such  a  substitute  for  the  more  drastic  measure 
of  Home  Rule,  and  declaring  that  "  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  is  no  longer  fit  to  undertake 
its  great  Imperial  duties,  as  well  as  the  do- 
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mestic  legislation  of  the  home  countries,  and 
such  legislation  can  be  best  understood  and 
framed  by  the  people  whom  it  concerns,  the 
true  solution  of  the  difficuhy  is  to  be  found  in 
a  general  devolution  upon  each  of  the  great 
historic  and  geographical  divisions  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  such  legislative  and  administrative 
powers  as  are  necessary  for  the  management  of 
its  internal  affairs,  leaving  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment untouched  iu  its  integrity  and  supremacy, 
free  to  give  due  attention  to  the  great  Imperial 
interests  which  are  at  present  too  much  negl- 
ected."     On  April   2nd,   Sir   George  Tre- 
velyan,  in  his  position  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  proposed  that  Scotch  affairs  should  be 
dealt  with  by  a  Scotch  Grand  Committee,  and 
the  debate  that  ensued  was  deferred  until  April 
5th.    But  on  April  3rd  Mr.  Dalziel  made  a 
motion  for  setting  up  a  Home  Rule  Legislature 
in  Scotland, -and  after  a  two  hours'  debate  the 
proposal  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  10  in  a 
House  of  355  members,  the  Government  voting 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  though  its  own  less  radical 
measure  was  still  before  the  House.    The  ex- 
planation offered  of  this  extraordinary  course  is 
that,  by  pushing  its  own  scheme,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  invited  a  defeat,  since  the  Irish 
members  must  have  voted  against  it. 

The  doings  of  some  of  the  British  officers  and 
soldiers  in  Africa,  related  in  the  most  sober  and 
matter-of-fact  way  in  the  columns  of  The  Times, 
read  like  romances.    Last  November  a  blood- 
thirsty chief  named  Makanjira  and  his  horde  of 
ruffian  followers,  v«ho  subsisted  by  the  most 
brutal  form  of  slave  trade,  were  driven  from 
their  position,  and  peace  was  restored  to  the 
region  previously  terrorized  by   them.  Very 
quickly  a  new  and  flourishing  town  grew  upon 
the  site  of  Makanjira'slong  famous  head-quarters 
on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Nyasa,  protection 
being  afforded  to  it  by  Fort  Maguire,  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  distant.     On  the  6th  of 
January,  Makanjira  and   some   3,000  of  his 
followers  made  a  raid  upon  this  town,  their 
object  being  to  loot  the  houses,  and  carry  the 
people  into  slavery.    The  officer  in  command  of 
the  fort  was  Captain  Edwards.    Within  a  few 
minutes  after  the  sounding  of  the  alarm,  he 
reached  the  town  at  the  head  of  31  Sikhs,  9 
Makua  gunners,  and  70  natives,  a  fine  force  to 
lead  to  the  assault  of  3,000  desperadoes.  "The 
town,"  we  read,  "  had  already  been  fired  in 
several  places,  and  hundreds  of  armed  men 
were  within  it  looting  the  houses  and  capturing 
the  people.    Another  body  of  raiders  was  in  a 
wood  near  at  hand,  and  not  fewer  than  1,500 
were  visible.  Part  of  them  at  once  began  to  get 
round  on  both  flanks  to  the  rear  of  the  little  force 
of  Sikhs,  which  was  presently  hotly  engaged 
simultaneously  to  the  front,  to  the  right,  and  to 
the  left.    After  half-an-hour  of  this,  the  en'emy 
growing  bolder  and  the  ammunition  scarcer, 
Edwards  ordered  a  charge  at  the  biggest  body 
of  the  foe.    The  raiders  held  their  ground  until 
the  Sikhs  were  close  upon  them,  and  then  broke 
and  fled  toward  the  lake.    The  pressure  of  the 
situation  was  relieved,  but,  in  the  meantime, 
another  body  of  raiders    was   attempting  to 
occupy  the  favourable  position  which  the  Sikhs 
had  just  vacated.     This   body   was  hastily 
charged  and   dispersed  by  Edwards  at  the 
head  of  19  men  only,  but  the  attention  of  the 
defenders   was   still  cunningly   occupied  by 
minor  detachments  of  the   enemy,  while  the 
main  force,  about  600  strong,  was  getting  away 
on  the  south  side  of  the  village  with  a  large 
number  of  captive  women.     It  would  prob- 
ably have  been  impossible   for   Captain  Ed- 
wards to  prevent  this  party  from  effecting  its 
object,  had  not  the  villagers  themselves  op- 
portunely rallied  and  attacked  the  rear  of  the 
slavers  who  were  holding  the  Sikhs  in  check. 
As  soon  as  this  attack   began   to  produce 
its  effect,  Edwards,  with  but  four  Sikhs,  three 
Makua,  and  40  villagers,  started  at  the  double 
after  the  rapidly-disappearing  kidnappers,  who 
were  going  south.    After  a  three  miles'  chase 
the  scoundrels  were    overtaken  and  charged, 
whereupon,  in  spite  of  their  enormously  superior 
numbers,  they  abandoned  their  prisoners  and 
loot  and  decamped.    They  were  hotly  pursued 
for  nine  miles.    Of  the  raiders,  ten  were  taken, 


and  at  least  43  are  known  to  have  been  killed." 
Among,  the  Sikhs  there  were  no  casualties, 
strange  to  say.  Edwards  charging  hundreds  of 
the  enemy  at  the  head  of  his  4  Sikhs  and  3 
Makuas  reminds  as  of  the  Irishman  who,  being 
asked  how  he  managed  single-handed  to  cap- 
ture three  prisoners,  replied,  '  Faix,  I  just 
surrounded  them." 

"  At  a  council  meeting  of  the  Central  and 
Associated  Chambers  of  Agriculture  held  on 
April  3rd  in  London  a  report  of  the  Bimetallic 
Committee,  which  stated  that  a  marked  advance 
had  taken  place  in  public  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  bimetallism,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
mercantile  world  would  soon  endorse  the  view, 
of  scientific  economists,  was  presented  and 
adopted." 

Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P.,  speaking  from  the 
chair  at  a  convention  of  Parnellite  Home  Rulers 
in  the  Round-room  of  the  Dublin  Rotunda  on 
April  3rd,  said  that,  "  at  the  present  moment 
the  Independent  Party  were  in  danger  of  losing 
all  the  fruits  of  the  last  15  years'  labour,  sacri- 
fice, and  suffering.  They  were  face  to  face 
with  something  even  worse  than  that — the  dan- 
ger of  the  people  of  Ireland  giving  up  in  dis- 
gust all  constitutional  agitation.  They  were 
face  to  face  almost  with  the  ruin  of  the  cause 
they  had  at  heart,  owing  to  the  course  taken  by 
raw  recruits  led  by  terrified  captains,  of  making 
the  Irish  party  sub-servient  to  an  English  Go- 
ment.  For  a  short  time  in  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, Ireland  had  been  a  great  power,  but  it 
was  swept  away  by  the  conduct  of  those  terrified 
captains  who  were  afraid  to  use  that  power, 
and  now  it  had  slipped  out  of  their  hands. 
What  was  the  position  of  Ireland  at  home  to- 
day ?  It  was  a  position  of  disunion,  squalid 
and  humiliating  personal  altercations  and  petty 
vanities.  The  men  who  were  to  unite  Ireland 
were  themselves  presenting  to  the  world  a 
spectacle  which  must  degrade  the1*  name  of 
Ireland  in  the  eyes  of  every  nation."  We  trust 
that  Mr.  John  Redmond  is  a  sound  prophet. 

A  curious  accident  occurred  on  board  H.M.S 
Serapis  on  March  nth,  just  before  she  reached 
Bombay.  "The  crew  were  engaged  unbend- 
ing sails  when  the  fore-topgallant  yard  came 
down  by  the  run,  and,  striking  the  planks  end 
on,  penetrated  the  upper  deck,  passed  through 
the  engine-room,  and  through  the  main  deck 
into  the  staff-sergeants' quarters,  the  yard-arm 
ultimately  resting  on  one  of  the  beds  there. 
No  deaths  resulted." 

The  man  Scott,  upon  whom  so  much  interest 
centred  in  connection  with  the  Ardlamont 
murder,  surrendered  on  April  5th  to  the  London 
Police  Authorities.butthey  declined  to  arrest  him, 
as  the  warrant  against  him  had  been  withdrawn. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Calcutta 
Town-hall  on  April  5th,  under  the  presidency  of 
Maharajah  Sir  Totendro  Mohun  Tagore,  to  pro- 
test against  the  exclusion  of  cotton  goods  from 
the  Tariff  Act.    The  meeting  decided  to  circu- 
late for  signature  throughout  India  a  petition 
that  should  ultimately  be  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Times'  correspondent  at  Cal- 
cutta says  :— "  The  petition  sets  forth  the  case  in 
forcible  but  temperate  terms.    It  states  that  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  of  State  has  seriously  sha- 
ken the  belief  of  the  people  of  India  in  the  desire 
of  England  to  rule  the.country  in  the  interests 
of  India,  and  has  excited  fears  lest  it  should 
become  a  cardinal  axiom  that  those  interests 
are  not  to  be  considered  against  the  supposed 
interests  of   even  a   section  of  the  English 
people.    It  adds  that  a  settlement  of  the  ques 
tion  whether  cotton  goods  alone  are  to  be  ex- 
empted from  import  duties  will  be  regarded  by 
the  people  of  India  as  a  crucial  test  of  the  truth 
of  England's  boast  that  she  governs  India  in  the 
interests  of  India  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
party  exigencies." 

The  financial  condition  of  the  disestablished 
Irish  Church  was  very  clearly  set  forth  in 
the  report  of  the  Church  Representative  Body 
submitted  to  the  General  Synod  on  April  5th. 
The  Provost  of  Trinity  College,  referring  to 
the  report,  said  :— "  It  was  encouraging  to  find 
that  the  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  year 
1893  exceeded  in  the  aggregate  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding 12  months.    The  contributions  received 


from  voluntary  sources  during  the  year  1893 
amounted  to  ^"i 56,597,  as  against  .£170,177  111 
1891  and  £150,902  in  i892-  The  total  con- 
tributions received  from  voluntary  sources  since 
disestablishment  amounted  to  £  4-376»I97-  The 
income  from  investments  during  1893  amounted 
to  £300,174,  making  the  total  income  for  that 
year  £487,681.  The  total  expenditure  had 
been  £421,553,  leaving  a  balance  of  £66,128 
to  be  added  to  capital.  The  total  assets  of  the 
Repiesentative  Body  on  December  31,  1893, 
amounted  to  £7,714.801." 

The  Sanitary  Conference  of  all  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe   and  the   United   States  of 
America,  held  in  Paris,  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  preventing  the  spread  of  cholera  in' 
the  East,  has  drawn  up  a  convention,  to  which 
all  the  Powers,  with  the  exception  of  the  United 
Stales,  Holland,  and  Turkey,  have  appended 
their    signatures.      The    convention  contains 
many  provisions  relating  to  the  management 
of  quarantine  stations,  but  its  general  import 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  resume;— 
"  The  convention  aims  at  extending  to  the  East, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  pilgrim  traffic  through 
the  Red  Sea  and  Arabia,  the  convention  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  cholera,  agreed  upon 
for  Europe  at  the  Cholera  Conference  of  the 
Powers  held  in  Venice  and  Dresden  in  1892 
and  1893,  the  real  principle  of  which  was  to 
give  up  the  ancient  and  wrong  principle  of 
treating  ships  according  to  the  health  of  the 
ports  from  which  they  sailed  or  touched  at  on 
their  voyages.    It  is  aimed  at  doing  away  with 
the  old  powers  and  measures  of  quarantine,  by 
which  ships  which  had  sailed  half-way  round  the 
world  were  quarantined,  although  during  the 
voyage  not  a  single  case  of  illness  occurred  on 
board  during  the  interval  since  they  left  a  port 
where  cholera  was  known  to  exist.     Under  the 
old  system  such  a  ship  might  be  quarantined 
for  many  days  at  the  port  of  arrival  if  any 
epidemic  existed  at  the  port  of  departure.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,   no  better  quarantine  exists 
than  a  sea  voyage  now  with  quickly-moving 
ships  through  the  salt-laden  air,  and  the  dele- 
gates believe  that,  even  if  it  were  not  so,  it  is 
impossible  to  erect  barriers  to  disease  by  the 
old  methods.    All  that  can  be  down  "now  is  to 
prevent  people  actually  suffering  from  disease 
from  freely  circulating  in  the  country,  and  the 
principal  point  in  the  whole  convention  is  that 
only  the  sick  will  be  detained  on  landing." 

A  new  quarterly  illustrated  magazine  has 
appeared  in  London.  It  is  called  the  Yellow 
Book  Its  list  of  contributors  includes  many 
names  of  note,  and  its  illustrators  are  also 

famous.  , 

Mrs  Humphrey  Ward  has  published  a  new 
novel  entitled  "  Marcella."  It  deals  with  social- 
ism.   The  reviews  are  most  favourable. 

The  Saturday  Review,  writing  of  "  The  Life 
of  Sir  Harry  Parkes,"  by  Messrs.  Lane-Poole 
and  Dickins,  says:— 

A  bright  interval  of  eighteen  years— 1865- 1883— 
was  spent  by  Sir  Harry   Parkes  at  the  Legation  in 
laoan     The  episode  is  ably  told  by  Mr.  Dickins  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  work  before  us.    A  personal 
knowledge  of  the  events  described  has  added  a  vivid 
reality  to  the  narrative,  and  Mr.  Dickins  takes  us  cur- 
rente  calamo  through  the  many  kaleidoscopic  changes 
which  came  over  the  Land  of  the  Rising  Sun  during 
that  stirring   period.     The  transfer  from  China  to 
laoan  was  to  Sir  Harry  like  going  into  a  new  world. 
Instead  of  the  stagnant  and  obstinately  conservative 
attitude  of  the  Chinese,  he  found  a  people  quick  and 
ready  co  recognize  all  that  was  best  in  other  systems. 
For  the  sullen  indifference  of  the  Celestials  he  ex- 
changed the  bright,  joyous  civility  of  the  Japanese, 
and  for  the  dirt  and  tawdry  meanness  of  Chinese  cities 
the  clean   and  picturesque  towns  of  Japan.    At  the 
time  of  Sir  Harry  Parkes's  arrival  the  Constitution 
was  in  the  throes  of  birth,  and  with  a  true  instinct  he 
threw  the  whole  of  his  weight  in  favour  of  the  new 
order  of  things.    In  him  the  Japanese  found  a  true 
friend  and  an  excellent  adviser.    He  recognized  their 
good  qualities,  he  devoted  himself  to  their  true  ser- 
vice and  he  kept  them   faithful  to  the.r  treaty  ob liga- 
tions    "  He  is  the  only  foreigner,"  said  one  of  the.r 
diplomatists,  "  whom  we  cannot  twist  round  our  little 
fineers  "    They  felt  his  power  and  respected  him  tor 
it  and  when  the  news  of  his  death  reached  Tokyo  the 
Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  telegraphed  his 
••  deep  sorrow  at  the  death  of  one  whose  wise  and 
frank  advice  and  timely  energetic  action  have  assisted 
lapan  in  the  course  of  her  progress,  and  whose  since- 
rity and  kindness  of  character  have  won  him  so  many 
friends  among  Japanese  officials." 
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ELECTION   OF  PRESIDENT  AN  J) 
VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE  HOUSE 
OF  REPRESENTA  TIVES. 


T 


HE  result  of  the  election  In  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  12th  instant 
belied  our  forecast.  The  first  ballot's 
issue  was  as  follows  : — 

Votes. 

Mi  .  Kusumoto  Masatalca   153 

Mr.  Kono  Hiioualca    147 

Mi.  Hatoyaina  Kazuo    45 

Mr.  An  do  Kiiika    30 

Mr.  Shimada  Satuiro   23 

The  law  requires  that  each  of  the  three 
names  submitted  to  the  EMPEROR  must  have 
a  plurality  of  votes,  and  as  there  were  295 
members  present,  a  second  ballot  had  to 
be  taken,  the  final  result  being  that  the 
names  of  Messrs.  KUSUMOTO,  KONO,  and 
HATOYAMA  were  sent  up  for  His  MA- 
JESTY'S selection.  The  election  of  the 
Vice-President  then  took  place,  Mr.  Ol 
KENTARO  coming  out  at  the  head  of  the 
poll  on  the  first  ballot  with  145  votes. 
Fortunately,  he  fell  short  of  obtaining  a 
plurality,  and  a  second  ballot  being  taken, 
the  following  result  was  obtained  : — 

Votes. 

Mr.  Kalaoka  Kenkiclii   151 

Mr.  Oi  Kentaro    148 

Mr.  Sato  Sliozo    89 

Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka  being  the 
candidate  put  forward  by  the  Six  Sections 
of  the  Opposition,  his  success  signifies,  of 
course,  a  victory  for  the  latter.  But  it 
does  not  by  any  means  signify  that  the 
Opposition  commands  a  majority  in  the 
House,  or  that  impending  questions  of 
national  or  international  importance  will 
be  decided  in  the  sense  desired  by  them. 
There  is  no  longer  any  uncertainty  as  to 
the  relative  strength  of  the  Radicals 
(Jiyu-to)  under  Count  iTAGAKl's  leader- 
ship, and  the  Six  Sections  forming  the  Op- 
position. The  former  count  124  members  ; 
the  latter,  130.  At  present  two  Radical 
members  are  unable  to  attend,  one  through 
sickness,  the  other  being  held  for  trial 
on  a  criminal  charge,  so  that  the  actual 
strength  of  the  Party  in  the  House  in  122, 
against  130  Opposition  members.  The 
remaining  46,  out  of  the  total  of  300,  are 
called  "  Independents,"  but  they  consist, 
for  the  most  part,  of  moderate  men  who 
may  be  expected  not  to  lend  their  support 
to  any  extreme  measures.  In  order  to 
understand,  then,  how  the  Opposition's 
candidate  carried  the  day  in  the  face  of 
a  coalition  such  as  naturally  might  have 
been  anticipated  between  the  Radicals 
and  the  Independents,  it  is  necessary 
to  remember  that  the  Presidential  question 
is  not  regarded  in  any  sense  as  a  party 
affair.  In  truth  it  is  not  a  party  affair, 
except  in  the  sense  that  the  Six  Sections 
put  up  one  candidate  and  the  Radicals 
another.  No  principal  being  involved, 
the  Independents  were  free  to  vote  for 
whichever  candidate  they  personally  pre- 
ferred, and  as  Mr.  KUSUMOTO  enjoys  ex- 
ceptional popularity,  having  made  manj 
friends  in  former  years  when  Chairman  of 
the  Tokyo  City  Assembly,  it  was  natural 


that  he  should  obtain  votes  quite  apart  from 
his  political  associations.  Another  con- 
sideration that  musthaveopcrated  strongly 
in  his  favour  is  that  he  was  chosen  President 
of  the  House  after  Mr.  HOSIII  TOKU'S  de- 
position last  session,  and  that  he  had  held 
the  office  only  a  few  days  when  the  Edict 
of  Dissolution  was  pronounced.  Any  In- 
dependents who  voted  for  him  in  December 
and  who  still  possess  seats  in  the  House 
would  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  trans- 
fer their  support  to  Mr.  KONO  HlRO- 
NAKA.  A  final  point  worthy  of  note 
is  the  manner  of  voting.  It  is  by  scrutin 
de  liste  :  that  is  to  say,  each  member  has 
to  write  on  his  balloting  paper  three 
names  for  the  EMPERQR'S  selection.  A 
voter  whose  sympathies  are  not  specially 
engaged  on  account  of.  either  of  the  princi- 
pal candidates  might  very  well  be  disposed 
to  inscribe  the  names  of  both  leaving  the 
ultimate  choice  to  the  Sovereign,  and  of 
course  a  vote  thus  cast  could  not  influence 
the  relative   position  of  the  candidates. 

en  voting  strictly  on  party  lines  would 
not  commit  the  error  of  thus  neutralizing 
their  suffrages,  but  it  is  precisely  what  an 
Independent  member  might  be  expected 
to  do,  and  evidently  some  did  so,  since  the 
total  number  of  votes  cast  for  Messrs 
KUSUMOTO  and  KONO  exceeded  the  num 
ber  of  members  actually  voting.    All  these 
considerations  go  to  show  that  no  signifi 
cance  attaches  to  the  result  of  the  election 
as  an  index  of  the  majority's  probable 
attitude  toward  important  pending  ques 
tions,  such,  for  example,  as  Strict  Treaty 
Enforcement.     It  is  one  thing  to  vote 
for  the  election  of  a  man  whose  eleva 
tion    to  the  Presidential   chair  involves 
no  principle  and  who  possesses  strong 
personal  claims.    It  is  another  and  a  very 
different  thing  to  vote  for  a  measure  affect- 
ing a  vital  problem  of  domestic  or  foreign 
policy.    At  the  same  time,  it  would  be 
foolish  to  minimize  the  power  of  cohesion 
displayed  by  the  Opposition  in  this  instance. 
We  shall  not  be  guilty  of  any  exaggeration 
if  we  say  that  the  Six  Sections  of  the  Op- 
position have  absolutely  nothing  in  common 
except  their  sentiment  of  hostility  to  the 
Government.    It  is  a  grotesque  comedy  to 
see  men  like  Count  OKUMA,  Mr.  Ol  Ken- 
TARO,   and  Viscount   SHINAGAWA  mas- 
querading as  allies  in  the  political  arena. 
Their  union   could  not  for    one  instant 
survive  the  test  of  constructive  statesman- 
ship, though  it  may  hold  temporarily  for 
destructive  purposes.    Even  in  the  matter 
of  electing  a  President  we  doubted  the 
possibility  of  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the 
Six  Sections,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
effort  has  not  been  made  without  a  serious 
sacrifice.    That  sacrifice  is  the  inclusion  of 
Mr.  Ol  KENTARO'S  name  among  the  three 
candidates  submitted  to  the  EMPEROR  for 
the  office  of  Vice-President.    The  number 
of  votes  cast  for  him  (148)  shows  that  he 
must  have  obtained  the  suffrages  of  the 
whole  Six  Sections,  including  the  Progres- 
sionists and  the  National  Unionists.  Now 


it  is  beyond  the  extremest  limits  of  fancy 
to  imagine  that  these  two  Parties  would 
have  dreamed  of  voting  for  such  a  man 
se  Mr.  Ol  KENTARO  had  they  been  free 
to  pay  the  smallest  deference  to  any  con- 
sideration connected  with  the  interests 
of  the  empire  or  the  dignity  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Plainly  they  were 
not  free.  Plainly  they  had  to  purchase 
the  alliance  of  the  little  coterie  follow- 
ing Mr.  Ol'S  banner  by  pledging  them- 
selves to  support  him  for  the  Vice-Pre- 
sidency. Where  the  balance  swung  so 
evenly,  half  a  dozen  votes  wre  sufficient 
to  turn  the  scale,  and  rather  than  risk  the 
loss  of  half  a  dozen  votes,  men  like 
Messrs.  Shimada  Saburo,  Inugai  Ki, 
Hatoyama  Kazuo,  Motoda  Hajime, 
Ooka  IKUZO,  and  so  forth,  actually  lent 
their  assistance  to  raise  Mr.  Ol  KEN- 
TARO  to  the  Vice-Presidency.  Happily 
the  good  genius  that  watches  over  their 
country's  destiny  averted  the  catastro- 
phe. But  the  Progressionists  and  Na- 
tional Unionists  did  their  best  to  pre-, 
cipitate  it.  No  friend  of  Japan  can  feign 
not  to  feel  great  uneasiness  in  view  of 
such  doings.  If  sacrifices  of  that  kind 
are  to  be  made  for  the  sake  of  securing 
cohesion  in  a  comparatively  trivial  matter 
like  the  election  of  a  President,  to  what 
may  not  the  Progressionists  and  National 
Unionists  pledge  themselves  for  the  same 
purpose  in  grave  contingencies? 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA  TIVES 


E 


Op- 


VIDENTLY  the  tactics  of  the 
position  are  dictated  solely  by  a 
desire  to  embarass  the  Cabinet,  impede 
useful  legislation,  and  render  the  admini- 
stration of  State  affairs  impossible  to  the 
present  Ministers  of  the  CROWN,  not  by 
any  wish  to  submit  to  fair  and  intelli- 
gent judgment  the  questions  at  issue  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Opposition. 
They  attach  paramount  importance  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives last  December,  and  claim  that  it 
was  unconstitutional  and  improper.  Now, 
not  a  shadow  of  doubt  exists  in  the  mind 
of  any  rational  person  as  to  the  chief 
cause  of  the  House  of  Representatives' 
dissolution.  That  cause  was  the  House's 
evident  resolve  to  pass  a  Representation 
and  an  annexed  Bill  that  would  have 
seriously  discredited  the  empire  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  nations,  and  thrown  a  fatal 
obstacle  in  the  path  of  enlightened  pro- 
gress steadily  pursued  by  the  Meiji  Go- 
vernment. The  Ministers  of  the  CrOWN 
did  not  believe,  we  presume,  that  the 
attitude  of  the  majority  towards  these 
measures  reflected  the  sentiment  of 
the  nation,  or  was  even  consistent  with 
unbiassed  judgment  of  the  House  itself. 
They  doubtless  observed — as  every  im- 
partial onlooker  could  not  fail  to  observe 
— that  the  majority  of  the  members  were 
under  the  sway  of  a  vertigo  of  opposition 
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so  violent  as  to  impair  their  reflecting 
faculties,  and  betray  them  into  excesses  of 
the  nature  of  Mr.  HOSHI  TORU'S  removal 
from  the  Presidency  and  expulsion  from 
the  House.  From  an  Opposition  so  pas- 
sionate, and  so  careless  of  the  national 
interests,  the  Government  appealed  to  the 
country,  and  the  country  has  answered 
the  appeal  by  returning  a  House  that 
certainly  will  not  pass  any  measure  of  such 
a  character  as  were  Mr.  ABEI  IWANE'S 
Strict  Enforcement  Representation  and  its 
correlated  project  of  law.  The  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  has  been  justified  by  the 
nation's  verdict.  It  cannot  of  course  be 
pretended  by  politicians  of  any  school 
that  a  Cabinet,  finding  its  fundamental 
national  policy  assailed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  has  not  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  carry  the  case  to  the  bar  of 
national  opinion,  and  ask  the  constituencies 
to  determine  between  itself  and  its  op- 
ponents. That  seems  to  us  to  be  what  the 
Cabinet  did  last  December,  and  unless 
the  new  House  of  Representatives  is  pre- 
pared to  pass  a  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
measure  analogous  to  that  laid  before 
its  predecessor  by  Mr.  Abei  Iwane,  the 
dissolution  ordered  by  the  Sovereign 
five  months  ago  is  vindicated  by  facts. 
Is  the  House  prepared  to  pass  such  a 
measure?  Has  the  Opposition  sufficient 
courage  to  put  the  matter  to  the  test  of 
actual  experiment?  We  do  not  think  so. 
The  question  between  the  last  House  and 
the  Cabinet  is  patent  to  all  the  world. 
There  is  not  the  least  uncertainty  about  it. 
How  does  the  present  House  intend  to 
treat  that  question  ?  If  the  majority's 
views  remain  as  were  the  views  of  the 
majority  in  the  last  House,  then  the  Go- 
vernment's appeal  to  the  country  was 
fruitless,  though  under  no  circumstances 
can  it  be  called  unconstitutional.  If  the 
majority's  views  are  radically  different, 
then  the  Government  and  the  nation  are 
one,  and  recourse  to  dissolution  was  a 
wise  step. 

PROJECTS  OF  ADDRESSES  TO  THE 

THRONE. 
 4  

THE  prediction  so  often  expressed  of 
late  in  these  columns,  that  a  crisis 
would  be  precipitated  between  the  Cabinet 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  presentsession, 
is  about  to  the  fulfilled.  Two  projects  of 
Addresses  to  the  Throne,  declaring  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Ministry,  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  one  by  the  Radicals,  the  other  by 
the  allied  Opposition  parties.  The  Radi- 
cal Address  expresses  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Cabinet  on  the  grounds  that  it  has 
not  redeemed  its  pledges  about  the  intro- 
duction of  reforms  in  the  Administration; 
that  its  measures  about  the  Chishima 
affair  have  been  faulty ;  and  that  it  is 
negligent  with  regard  to  Treaty  Revision. 


The  Address  introduced  by  the  allied 
parties  is  very  much  stronger. 

It  will  be  at  once  evident  to  any  one 
reading  it  that  this  document  exceeds 
in  violence  of  language,  everything  of 
the  kind  ever  before  submitted  for  the 
Diet's  approval.  We  shall  not  analyse  it 
here,  however,  but  will  confine  ourselves 
to  emphasizing  two  points.  The  first 
is  that  the  question  of  the  Strict  En- 
forcement of  the  Treaties,  as  enunciated 
in  the  Address,  assumes  a  complexion 
radically  different  from  the  measure  in 
that  sense  introduced  last  session.  It 
loses  nearly  all  its  objectionable  features, 
and  becomes  a  mere  truism  which  no  one 
will  be  disposed  to  dispute,  namely,  that 
the  Treaties  should  be  carried  out  in 
accurate  accordance  with  their  terms. 
Moreover,  the  sting  is  entirely  taken  out 
of  it  by  the  rider  that  its  purpose  is  to 
promote  the  opening  of  the  country.  The 
second  point  is  that  the  attitude  of  the 
framers  of  the  Address  is  plainly  incom- 
patible with  any  possibility  of  cooperation 
between  the  present  Legislature  and  the 
present  Executive,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  it  would  be  wholly  out  of  the  Op- 
position's power  to  take  over  the  reins  of 
the  Administration  even  supposing  that 
it  succeeded  in  driving  their  present 
holders  out  of  office.  A  coaliti*on  for  pur- 
poses of  constructive  statesmanship  be- 
tween the  Progressionists,  the  National 
Unionists,  the  New  Reform  Party,  the 
Oriental  Radicals,  and  so  forth,  is  about  as 
inconceivable  as  anything  could  be.  The 
question  to  be  considered  then  is,  not 
whether  a  system  of  party  cabinets  shall 
be  introduced,  but  whether  any  system  of 
administration  suited  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  time  can  be  found.  It  is  a  crisis  cal- 
culated to  tax  the  energy  and  capacity  of 
Japan's  most  loyal  subjects.  The  only  solid 
hope  is  that,  in  view  of  a  situation  so 
grave,  the  Meiji  statesmen  may  reconcile 
their  petty  differences,  and  combining 
once  more  in  earnest,  exercise  in  their 
country's  cause  the  overwhelming  strength 
they  undoubtedly  possess. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENJA  TIVES' 
OPENING  DAK 
 ♦  *  

THE  Order  of  the  Day  on  the  16th 
instant  was  of  the  least  interest- 
ing nature,  namely,  the  election  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  and  of  the  various  Standing  Com- 
mittees. But  owing  to  a  rumour  that 
Count  Ito  would  speak  and,  further,  that 
an  urgency  motion  would  be  raised  for 
considering  one  of  the  Addresses  to  the 
Throne  that  had  been  introduced,  the 
session  attracted  an  unusually  large  num- 
ber of  spectators.  The  election  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Whole  pro- 
ceeded in  the  usual  manner,  the  rival  can- 
didates being  Mr.  ANDO  KyUKWA  of  the 
National  Unionist  Party,  and  Mr.  ISHIDA 
Kannosuke  of  the  Radical  Party.  Of 


this  part  of  the  proceedings  we  need  not 
say  much.  Mr.  ANDO  was  successful  by 
a  majority  of  only  three  votes,  the  fact 
seeming  to  confirm  the  impression  sug- 
gested by  the  election  of  the  President, 
namely,  that  the  Opposition  Sections  com- 
mand a  slender  majority.  A  recess  was 
then  taken  for  the  election  of  the  Standing 
Committees  in  the  separate  Sections.  At 
about  4  p.m.  the  House  re-assembled  to 
hear  the  results  of  the  elections.  When 
the  reading  of  the  names  of  the  members 
of  the  different  Committees  had  been 
nearly  finished,  His  Excellency  Count  ITO 
took  his  usual  seat  on  the  right  hand  side 
of  the  President,  followed  by  Count  SAIGO, 
Minister  of  State  for  the  Navy ;  Count 
OYAMA,  Minister  of  State  for  War ;  Vis- 
count ENOMOTO,  Minister  of  State  for 
Agriculture  and  Commerce ;  Mr.  Yoshi- 
KAWA  AKIMASA,  Minister  of  State  for 
Justice  and  Acting  Minister  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs;  Mr.  WATANABE,  Minister 
of  State  for  Finance;  and  Mr.  INOUYE  Kl, 
Minister  of  State  for  Education.  On  the 
left  of  the  President,  sat  a  number  of  the 
Delegates  of  the  Government.  The  Mini- 
ster President  of  State  immediately  after- 
wards ascended  the  rostrum  and  delivered 
an  important  speech,  elsewhere  published, 
on  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision.  As 
usual  his  delivery  was  distinct  and  easy. 
At  first  the  House  listened  in  silence,  but 
when  the  Premier  began  to  allude  to  the 
question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement, 
there  was  an  immediate  outburst  of  loud 
cries  and  hostile  comments.  It  was  re- 
grettable to  notice  among  the  most  vehe- 
ment and  indecorous  critics  of  the  Pre- 
meir's  speech  men  of  such  standing  as 
Messrs.  KAWASHIMA  Jun,  Gamo  Sen,  and 
Haseba  Junko.  The  notorious  Mr.  Ta- 
NAKA  SHOZO  of  course  took  full  advantage 
of  the  occasion.  Cries  of  ridicule  and  rude 
remarks  interrupted  the  Premier's  speech, 
but  in  the  midst  of  these  obstructions,  he 
kept  his  temper  under  admirable  control, 
and  on  the  whole  succeeded  in  making 
himself  audible  above  the  clamour  of  the 
excited  politicians  forming  his  audience. 
Scarcely  had  he  ended  his  speech,  when 
several  members  sprang  to  their  feet  de- 
siring to  put  questions  to  him.  Mr.  Ku- 
SAKARI  SHIMMEI,  a  Radical  from  Sendai, 
and  a  few  others  propounded  some  inge- 
nious queries,  but  Count  ITO  wisely  de- 
clined to  be  drawn  into  a  fruitless  alter- 
cation. He  requested  his  critics  to  present 
their  questions  in  writing  according  to  the 
prescribed  procedure.  Mr.  Ol  KENTARO 
called  for  a  hearing  several  times,  but 
failed  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Pre- 
sident. While  confusion  still  reigned, 
Count  ITO  left  the  House  followed  by  the 
rest  of  his  colleagues,  except  Mr.  INOUYE 
Kl,  who  remained  behind.  Mr.  HASEBA 
Junko  vehemently  attacked  the  Premier 
on  account  of  his  refusal  to  answer  the 
questions  put  to  him,  insinuating  even 
that  Count  ITO  was  a  coward  to  fly  in  the 
face  of  his  enemies.    Several  other  mem- 
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bers  having  spoken  to  the  same  effect,  the 
Minister  of  Education,  the  only  member 
of  the  Cabinet  in  the  House,  entered  the 
rostrum  and  energetically  repelled  the 
charge  of  cowardice  preferred  against  the 
Premier.  He  told  the  House  that  the 
only  proper  course  for  it  was  to  forward 
its  questions  in  writing  according  to  the 
Law  of  the  Houses.  The  members,  how- 
ever, insisted  that  their  object  was  not  to 
ask  questions  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but 
to  seek  fuller  explanations  of  certain  pas- 
sages in  the  Count's  speech.  But  Mr. 
INOUYE  justly  observed  that  to  seek  ex- 
planations and  to  ask  questions  were 
really  one  and  the  same  thing.  The  House 
then  rose  without  any  further  disturbance. 
Judging  from  the  mood  displayed,  it  is 
very  evident  that  the  new  representatives 
of  the  people  are  not  inclined  to  attend  to 
the  business  of  the  session  in  a  sober  and 
practical  manner. 


THE  ALLIED  PARTIES  DEFEATED. 
■  ♦  

THE  apprehended  calamity  of  another 
dissolution  has  been  happily  averted 
for  the  present  at  least,  by  the  defeat  of 
the  allied  factions  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  Thursday  over  the  Address  to 
the  Throne  declaring  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Cabinet.  Circumstances  connected 
with  the  election  of  the  President  of  the 
House,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
Minister  jPresident  of  State  was  received 
by  the  members  on  Wednesday,  caused 
the  public  to  foresee  an  evil  issue  to  the 
debate  on  the  Address.  But  events  have 
falsified  that  prediction. 

The  session  was  opened  as  usual  a  few 
minutes  past  1  p.m.,  the  attendance  being 
more  than  usually  good.  After  the  read- 
ing of  reports  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Su- 
ZUKI  JUBI  of  the  Radical  Party,  explained 
questions  addressed  by  him  to  the  Go- 
vernment, one  about  the  dismissal  of 
law  .officials,  and  the  other  about  the 
Korean  Assassination  affair.  Fifteen 
Government  Bills  relating  to  Railways, 
Special  Ports  for  Foreign  Trade,  and 
Technical  Schools  stood  on  the  Order  of 
the  Day,  and  had  to  be  disposed  of  before 
opening  the  debate  on  the  Address.  A 
few  of  these  Bills  were  hurried  through 
their  three  readings  and  passed  by  a  large 
majority,  while  the  rest  were  handed  over 
to  Special  Committees.  By  3.50  p.m.  the 
path  was  clear,  and  at  once  it  became  evi- 
dent that  a  critical  moment  had  arrived. 
Vacant  seats  began  to  be  quickly  filled, 
and  the  audience's  excitement  could  not 
be  concealed.  Perfect  silence  reigned  in 
the  House  when  a  secretary  read  the  pro- 
posed Address  to  the  Throne,  a  translation 
of  which  will  be  found  in  our  report  of  the 
proceedings.  The  task  of  explaining  the 
Address  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  HASEBA 
JUNKO,  a  well-known  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Reform  Party.  A  man  of  un- 
doubted ability  and  integrity,  he  is  not) 
however,  conspicuous  for  either  eloauence 


or  knowledge,  and  though  he  spoke  audibly 
and  with  great  zeal,  he  entirely  failed  to 
bring  out  the  full  meaning  of  the  Address 
in  a  clear  and  convincing  manner.  Perhaps 
from  the  nature  of  things  the  task  was  im- 
possible. At  all  events  none  of  the  suppor- 
ters of  the  Address  who  spoke  afterwards 
succeeded  any  better  than  Mr.  HASEBA. 
Like  every  other  speaker  for  or  against  the 
measure,  he  attached  chief  weight  to  the 
subject  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  and 
like  every  other  supporter  of  the  Address, 
he  protested  against  the  charge  that  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Enforcement  had  its 
origin  in  anti-foreign  sentiment.  His 
speech  was  interrupted  from  beginning  to 
end  by  loud  cries  of  dissent  and  hostile 
comments  from  Radical  members,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  he  was 
mercilessly  cross-questioned  by  Messrs. 
HOSHI  TORU  and  INOUYE  KAKUGORO, 
who  wanted  to  know  what  Japan  would 
do  in  case  Foreign  Powers  retaliated  by 
withholding  from  her  subjects  the  privi- 
leges now  enjoyed  by  them,  not  in  con- 
sequence of  treaty  stipulations,  but  by 
way  of  international  courtesy.  Mr.  Ha- 
SEBA  was  evidently  perplexed  :  he  could 
not  make  any  answer,  and  his  friends 
came  to  his  rescue  by  raising  such  a 
din  and  confusion  that  Mr.  HOSHI 
and  Mr.  INOUYE  became  inaudible.  Mr. 
Hqshi  was  not,  however,  to  be  defeated 
by  such  manceuvres.  He  succeeded  in 
proclaiming  above  the  tumult  the  discom- 
fiture of  Mr.  HASEBA.  Thereupon  Mr. 
Shimada,  perceiving  the  injurious  con- 
sequences of  suffering  Mr.  HoSHl's  triumph 
to  pass  unchallenged,  volunteered  to 
answer  whatever  questions  might  be  pro- 
pounded by  the  opponents  of  the  Address, 
but  the  confusion  was  so  great  that 
the  President  either  failed  to  notice 
Mr.  SHIMADA'S  proposal,  or  deemed  it 
unwise  to  allow  further  queries.  The 
next  speaker  was  Mr.  Awaya  SHINAZO 
of  Osaka,  who  opposed  the  Address. 
For  the  space  of  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  he  amused  the  whole  House  by 
quaint  and  humourous  statements,  though 
his  arguments  themselves  were  of  little 
value.  He  was  followed  by  Dr.  HATOYAMA, 
of  the  Pregressionist  Party,  who  spoke 
with  his  usual  calmness  and  erudition. 
He  warned  his  friends  and  foes  alike  to 
devote  careful  consideration  to  the  ques- 
tion under  debate,  and  his  speech  sup- 
plied many  of  the  defects  conspicuous  in 
the  address  of  the  introducer,  Mr.  HASEBA. 
Dr.  HATOYAMA  disposed  of  the  subject 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  with  a  few 
remarks,  pointing  out  that  the  true  nature 
of  that  doctrine  was  not  in  sympathy 
with  anti-foreign  sentiments.  He  devot- 
ed himself  principally  to  the  Chiskima- 
Ravenna  affair,  criticising  the  use  of  the 
EMPEROR'S  title  and  the  recognition  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Shanghai.  He,  too,  was  severely  ques- 
tioned by  Messrs.  HOSHI  Toru  and  SUYE-  j 
MATSU  KENCHO.  hut.  he.  emerged  from  the-. 


ordeal  comparatively  unseal  bed.  Mr. 
MlSAKI  KAMBNOSUKE  of  the  Radical  Party 
followed,  with  a  speech  from  every  point 
of  view  the  best  in  the  debate.  Clear, 
eloquent,  and  well-reasoned,  his  argu- 
ments produced  a  visible  effect  upon 
the  House.  Especially  forcible  was 
his  manner  of  exposing  the  fallacies  of 
the  Strict  Enforcement  doctrine.  Mr. 
AkAl  Go,  a  prominent  National  Uni- 
onist, then  ascended  the  platform  to  sup- 
port the  Address,  but  his  speech  served 
simply  to  weary  the  House  and  enhance 
the  effect  produced  by  his  predecessor. 
It  was  now  about  a  quarter  to  7,  and 
the  House  took  a  short  recess.  Already 
rumours  began  to  be  circulated  that  the 
fate  of  the  Address  was  sealed,  and  the 
estimate  proved  correct.  On  the  resump- 
tion of  the  debate  at  7.15,  Mr.  SUZUKI 
JUBI,  a  Radical,  spoke  against  the  Address, 
but  though  his  speech  was  tolerably  good, 
it  could  not  be  compared  with  that  Mr. 
MlSAKI.  At  its  conclusion,  a  scene  of  wild 
tumult  was  produced  by  the  President's 
refusal  to  take  notice  of  a  motion  for  the 
closure,  introduced  by  a  Radical  member 
and  duly  seconded.  In  spite  of  the  motion, 
the  President  allowed  Mr.  OSAKI  YUKIO  to 
ascend  the  tribune,  and  for  some  time, 
found  himself  quite  unable  to  restore  order, 
so  loud  and  vehement  were  the  protests 
against  his  clearly  erroneous  and  partial 
action.  He  persisted,  however,  and  Mr. 
OZAKI  was  able  to  speak  in  favour  of  the 
Address,  though  the  Radicals,  excited  be- 
yond measure  by  the  conduct  of  the  Pre- 
sident, made  a  very  tumultuous  audience. 
The  distinguished  Progressionist,  careless 
of  all  interruption,  proceeded  calmly  with  his 
attacks  upon  the  Cabinet  and  the  Radical 
Party,  speaking  well,  but  confining  him- 
self throughout  to  declamation  rather  than 
arguments.  When  he  descended  from  the 
rostrum,  the  closure,  being  again  moved, 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority.  As  to 
the  mode  of  voting,  two  methods  were 
proposed,  namely  closed  and  open  ballots, 
the  former  advocated  by  the  Radicals,  the 
latter  by  the  allied  parties.  Here  the 
Radicals  were  defeated  by  a  majority  of 
8,  and  many  persons  apprehended  that  a 
similar  fate  awaited  them  in  the  division 
on  the  Address  itself.  But  the  result  of 
the  open  ballot  showed  144  for  and  149 
against  the  Address.  The  announce- 
ment of  the  figures  by  the  President 
was  the  signal  for  deafening  cries  of 
J iyu-to-Banzai  from  every  quarter  of  the 
House,  and  the  memorable  debate  closed 
at  a  few  minutes  before  10  o'clock.  We 
are  now,  perhaps,  justified  in  conclud- 
ing that  the  session  will  end  without  a 
dissolution,  for  the  Independent  mem- 
bers who  voted  against  the  Opposition's 
Address  to  the  Throne,  will  probably 
adopt  a  similar  attitude  toward  the  Radi- 
cals' Address  also. 
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IMPERIAL  DIET. 

 ■*  

TUESDAY  MAY  15TH. 

The  Official  Opening  of  the  Imperial  Diet 
took  place  011  the  forenoon  of  the  15th  instant. 
The  ceremonies  connected  with  the  event  did 
not  differ  in  any  respect  from  these  already  de- 
scribed on  former  occasions.  The  Speech  from 
the  Throne  was  as  follows  : — 

We  infoim  the  members  of  the  House  of  Peeis 
and  of  the  House  of  Repi eseutali ves  that  We  have 
attended  in  person  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
this  opening  ceremony. 

We  have  instructed  Our  Ministers  of  State  to 
prepare  and  piesent,  as  matters  of  urgency,  a 
Supplementary  Budget  and  certain  projects  of  law. 

We  expect  that  in  the  discharge  of  Your  im- 
portant State-duties,  you  will  exercise  your  func- 
tion of  consent  with  careful  deliberation. 

To  the  above  Speech,  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives' Reply  was  as  follows  : — 

With  profound  respect  Your  Majesty's  servants 
desire  to  express  the  sense  of  deep  gratitude 
inspired  by  Your  Majesty's  condescension  in 
being  present  at  this  ceremony  of  opening  the 
Impei  ial  Diet,  and  by  Your  Majesty's  gra- 
cious words.  It  is  the  humble  desiie  of  Your 
Majesty's  servants,  in  conformity  with  Your  Ma- 
jesty's will,  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  in 
the  dischaige  of  the  important  public  duties  de- 
volving on  them,  and  in  the  due  exeicise  of  their 
function  of  consent,  so  as  to  evince  their  deep 
sense  of  Your  Majesty's  benevolence,  and  to 
justify  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  nation. 

In  all  humility  Your  Majesty's  servant  Kusu- 
mo  to  Masataka,  President  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, ventures  to  submit  this  reverential 
reply.   

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  16TH. 
The  two  Houses  of  the  Diet  met  to-day, 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  each  alike  being  : — 

1. — Election  of  a  Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
j. — Election  of  Standing  Committees. 

The  Reply  of  the  House  of  Peers  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  was  as  follows  : — 

We,  Your  Majesty's  servants  of  the  House  of 
Peers,  with  the  utmost  reverence  venture  to  submit 
to  Your  Illustrious  Majesty  our  profound  giatitude 
for  Your  Majestys'  gracious  act  in  opening  the 
Imperial  Diet,  and  our  humble  appreciation  of  the 
import  of  Your  Majesty's  words.  It  shall  be  our 
earnest  endeavour  to  discharge  with  diligence  the 
public  duties  devolving  on  us  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  to  render  to  Your  Majesty  whatever 
seivice  we  may  be  capable  of  by  the  careful  perfor- 
mance of  our  functions  of  deliberation  and  consent. 

The  contest  for  the  Chairmanship  of  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  lay  between  Viscount 
Tani  and  Viscount  Yuri  Sausei.  On  a  ballot 
being  taken,  Viscount  Yuri  was  found  to  have 
89  votes  and  Viscount  Tani  85,  Prince  Konoye 
receiving  7,  Viscount  Torio  3,  and  Prince  Toku 
gawa  and  Viscount  Hayashi  2  each.  The  re 
ceipt  of  the  following  Government  and  Private 
Bills  was  announced  : — 

, —Government  Hill  relating  to  the  Period  of  Probation  for 

Judicial  officials.  - 
s._ Government  Bill  relating  to  Treasury  Loans  and  Debts 
x  —Private  Bill,  prtsented  by  Viscount  Hayashi,  Mr.  Oiaki 
Sabnro,  and  Mr.  Yuzawa  Howa,  for  transferring  Prison  Ex- 
penditures from  the  charges  of  the  Localities  to  those  of  the 

.  ._?pFH  v  a"  eV  B  i  1 1 ,  presented  by  Count  Kyosu  and  Mr.  Murata 
Tamotsu,  relating  to  the  Game  Laws. 

< —Representation,  introduced  by  Prince  Konoye  and  Baron 
Ozawa,  for  laying  Railways  and  constructing  Harbours  in 
Hokkaido.  .  , 

6.  — Representation,  introduced  by  Viscount  Tani,  relating  to 

the  Protection  of  colonists  in  the  Kuriles. 

7.  — Government  Report  relating  to  the  Settled  Accounts  for  the 

24th  year  of  Meiji. 

The  receipt  of  the  following  Question  was 
also  announced  : — 

QUESTION   RELATING  TO  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 
THE   HOUSE  OF  REVRESENTATIVES. 

Whereas,  the  Government  ordered  the  dissolti 
lion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  during  its 
Fifth  Session,  on  the  30th  of  the  12th  month  of  the 
26th  year  of  Meiji ;  and  whereas,  we  are  unable  to 
discover  in  the  proceedings  of  that  House  any- 
thing whatever  that  called  for  such  a  step,  we 
venture  to  inquire  what  reasons  influenced  the 
Government. 

Presented  by  Viscount  Matsudaira  Nori- 

TSUGU  and  two  others. 
Supported  by  Marquis  Satake  YoSHiNARi 
and  thirty-two  others. 
The  voting  for  a  Chairman  of  Commitee  of 
the  Whole  in  the   House  of  Representatives 
resulted  as  follows: — 

Mr.  Ando  Kiukwa  (National  Unionist)  146  votes 
Mr.  Ishida  Kannosuke  (Jiyu-to)   143  votes. 


The  receipt  of  the  following  Bills,  &c,  was 
announced : — 

1.— Government  Bill  for  abolishing  the  Export  Duty  on  Cotton 
Yarns. 

a.— Government  Bill  for  opening  the  harbours  of  Fuseki  in 
Etchiu  and  Otaru  in  Shiribe  to  ships  trading  with  Sagahlien 
and  Korea. 

3 .  —Government  Bill  for  making  Muroran  in  Ibun  a  Special 

Port  of  Export. 

4.  —Government  Bill  for  opening  Nawa  in  Riukiu  to  ships  trad- 

ing with  China.  ■  , 

5.  — Government  Bill  for  making  Grants  in  Aid  of  Technical 

Education. 

6 —Government  Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Lines  of  Railway. 

7.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  granting  Charters  to  Private 

Companies  for  the  construction  of  Railways  included  in 
the  Parliamentary  Project. 

8,  _Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Eusiness  of  the  National 

Banks. 

o.—Government  Bill  relating  to  Pensions  confiscated  on  account 

of  Political  offences, 
o.— Government  Bill  for  Amending  a  portion  of  the  Tax-col- 
lecting Regulations. 
n._ Government  Bill  tor  Amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  141 
of  the  aind  year  of  Meiji. 

-Government  Bill  for  Amending  Law  No.  4  of  the  23rd  year 

of  Meiji. 

It  was  further  announced  that  the  following 
Resolution  had  been  received  : — 
Resolution  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 
Whereas,  the  Government  dissolved  the  House 
of  Representatives  during  its  Fifth  Session  in  the 
26th  year  of  Meiji,  before  the  House's  sentiments 
and  decision  had  been  declared;  and  wheieas  the 
Government  did  not  explain  the  reasons  of  that 
step,  therefore  this  House  considers  that  the  Go- 
vernment's proceduie  was  unconstitutional,  and 
resolves  that  its  action  in  dissolving  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  improper. 

Presented  by  Kono  Hironaka 

and  Misaki  Kamenosuke. 
Supported  by  Yamada  Toji  and 
19  others. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  President  of  State 
then  addressed  the  House  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen — Having  been  returned  to  the 
Diet  at  the  last  general  election,  you  have  been 
summoned  by  Imperial  writ  to  meet  together  in 
the  present  session.  Impoi  tant  measures  of  State, 
namely,  a  Supplementary  Budget  and  various  pro 
jects  of  law,  have  already  been  placed  in  your 
hands,  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial  commands. 
I  hope  that  you  will  bestow  most  deliberate  con 
sideialion  upon  these  measures. 

I  purpose,  Gentlemen,  to  avail  myself  of  this  op- 
portunity to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Government's 
attitude  with  respect  to  Treaty  Revision.  As  you 
may  be  aware,  the  Government's  policy  on  this 
subject  has  never  changed  since  the  time  of  the 
Restoration. — (Cries  of  "  No,  No,"  and  various 
remarks.) — I  beg  that  you  will  reserve  criticisms 
until  I  have  finished  my  speech.  It  is  scarcely  ne 
cessary  to  slate  that  the  Government  has  lepeat- 
edly  attempted  to  solve  this  problem  and  has 
1  epeatedly  failed  to  attain  it*  object.  But  iti  spite  of 
failure,  the  Government  is  still  pursuing  the  same 
line  of  policy  followed  in  former  years. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  the  dissolution 
of  the  late  House  of  Repi  esentatives  was  connected 
with  this  subject  of  Treaty  Revision. — (Cries  of 

misunderstanding.")— -It  is  a  fact  that  there  was 
a  difference  of  views  between  the  Government  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  consequent 
dissolution  of  the  House  was  principally  attri 
btitable  to  the  introduction  of  a  Representation  on 
the  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties.  In  itself, 
that  Representation  seemed  to  be  of  sliij 
consequence,  but  the  Government  attached  much 
importance  lo  it,  because  it  owed  its  origin  to  a 
movement  against  the  opening  of  the  inteiior  for 
Mixed  Residence.— ("  No,  no.") — To  that  Re- 
presentation, therefore,  the  Go  vein  men  t  was  posi  - 
lively  opposed.  Its  passage  through  the  House 
was  considered  by  the  Government  as  likely  to  be 
productive  of  highly  injur  ious  results. — ("  Explaii 
yourself  more  fully.") — The  Government  is  now 
conducting  negotiations  on  the  subject  of  Treaty 
Revision  along  the  lines  hitherto  pursued. —  ("  No 
hopeof  success.")— The  Government,  let  me  assure 
you,  would  not  have  undertaken  the  task,  had 
there  not  been  hope  of  success.  In  introduc- 
ing the  Representation  already  alluded  to,  you 
must  doubtless  have  had  good  reasons  for  your 
conduct;  and  although  the  Government  was  sin- 
cerely sorry  to  bring  things  to  a  crisis,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  under  the  circumstances 
lo  advise  the  Emperor  to  dissolve  the  House 
of  Representatives.  But  I  am  now  glad  to 
learn  directly  from  you  that  you  were  not  ac- 
tuated by  any  sentiments  antagonistic  to  the 
opening  of  the  country  for  Mixed  Residence.  You 
will,  then,  be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  de- 
mand for  the  conclusion  of  equal  treaties  and  the 
opposition  to  Mixed  Residence  are  incompatible. 
The  Government's  policy,  as  you  well  know,  has 
always  been  since  the  Restoration  to  open  the 
country  and  maintain  the  Empire's  independent 
position  with  in  the  pale  of  International  Law.  In 
other  words,  our  aim  has  been  and  is  to  hold  in- 


tercourse with  other  nations  by  conforming  with 
the  customs  prevalent  among  the  principal  States 
of  the  world. 

The  existing  treaties  are  unsuited  to  the  piesent 
stale  of  things,  and  must  be  revised.    If  my  im- 
formation  is    not    wrong,   some  of    you  seem  lo 
egard   Strict   Enforcement  as    a   means  of  ex- 
pediting Treaty  Revision.    The  Government,  how- 
ever, does  not  endorse  such  a  view.    Of  course  the 
Government  is  strictly  enforcing  the  provisions  of 
the  present  Treaties,  in  so  far  as  their  enforcement 
is    deemed    necessary.      But    the  Government's 
gravest  1  esponsibility  in  connection  will)  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  country  is  to  accomplish  the  revision 
of  the  existing  Treaties.    The  Government  is  now 
diligently  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  that  task, 
and  is  determined  to  sweep  every  obstacle  out  of 
its  path. — ("  Be  brave  with  foreign  countries,  not 
with   your    own  countrymen    only.") — The  Go- 
vernment is  perfectly  aware  that  its  views  may 
not  be    acceptable   to  you,  but  I  think  it  not 
altogether     unnecessary     to     lay    my  opinion 
on  the  subject  before  you  and  appeal    to  your 
candid  judgment.  The  Government,  as  I  have  al- 
ready told  you,  will  proceed  on  this  matter  along 
the  same  lines  as  heretofore,  and  we  are  confident 
that  the  consummation  of  our  object  is  not  far  off. 
We  will  abide  by  the  result  of  our  endeavours  on 
the  question  of  Treaty  Revision.    It  is,  then,  the 
Government's  earnest  desire  that,  in  view  of  these 
circumstances,  you  wil|  for  the  present  desist  from 
purely  political  agitation.    There  are  among  you 
not  a  few  well  acquainted  with  diplomatic  affairs. 
Such  persons,  no  doubt,  will  agree  with  me  when  I 
say  that  revision  of  the  Treaties  cannot  be  accom- 
plished merely  by  means  of  intimidation.    A  satis- 
factory consummation  of  the  task  requires  thepeace- 
ful  agreement  of  the  pa  1  ties  concerned.  Having  now 
once  more  taken  up  the  thread  of  negotiations  on 
this  subject,  it  is  the  Government's  firm  resolution 
to  bring  the  task  to  a  happy  issue.    And  I  wish  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  extremely 
regrettable  to  occasion  frequent  collisions  between 
the  Government  and  the  Diet  on  a  subject  like 
the  present. — ("  We  are  compelled  to  oppose  the 
Government.") — I  am  informed  that  you  aie  go- 
ing to  debate  an  Address  to  the  Throne  on  this 
matter.     In  that  case,  another  collision  will  be  un- 
avoidable, and  it  will  again  be  impossible  to  dis- 
pose of  the  question  of  the  national  defences  and 
other  measures  of  vital  importance.    For  such  a 
regrettable  contingency,  you  cannot  but  be  held 
responsible.    I  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  not 
compel  the  Government  to  advise  His  Imperial 
Majesty  to  adopt  the  last  resource. — ("  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, stop  the  Premier's  speech  ;  it  is  intimidation." 
"  We  are  not  assembled  here  to  listen  to  the  Cabi- 
net's intimidation.")— I  do  not  seek  to  intimidate 
you  ;  my  only  purpose  has  been  to  bespeak  your 
sober  and  candid  deliberation. 

Mr.  Kudo  Kokan  said  that  he  hoped  the 
Minister  would  not  follow  the  precedent  hitherto 
observed  of  leaving  his  place  immediately,  but 
would  remain  and  answer  any  question  address- 
ed to  him  by  members. 

Count  Ito  said  that  while  willing  to  afford  to 
the  House  any  information  in  his  power  to  give, 
he  desired  to  avoid  anything  like  discussion 
with  the  members,  and  he  therefore  begged  that 
questions  might  be  presented  according  to  the 
usual  routine. 

Mr.  Gamo  Sen  did  not  consider  that  the 
Minister's  speech  was  worth  asking  questions 
about.  He  had  many  queries  to  put  to  the 
Government,  but  he  should  wait  for  a  future 
occasion. 

Mr.  Kusakari  Shimmei  desired  to  ask  three 
questions.  First,  how  did  the  Government  ex- 
pect that,  within  the  brief  space  of  17  days,  the 
House  could  dispose  of  a  pile  of  Bills  that  had 
taken  months  to  draft?  Secondly,  was  it  to  be 
understood  that  the  accomplishment  of  Treaty 
Revision  was  now  within  measurable  distance? 
Thirdly,  the  Minister  President  had  stated  that 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  House's  dissolution 
had  been  its  attitude  towards  the  strict  Enforce- 
ment Resolution.  Was  it  to  be  understood 
then  that  the  Government  had  no  respect  for 
the  views  entertained  by  the  300  representatives 
of  the  people,  since  it  had  dismissed  the  House 
without  awaiting  any  definite  expression  of  those 
views  ? 

The  President  asked  whether  the  Minister 
President  of  State  would  afford  the  desired  ex- 
planations at  once,  but  Count  Ito  replied  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Kammuchi  Tomotsune  understood  from 
the  Minister's  speech  that  the  negotiations  for 
Treaty  Revision  were  progressing.    If  so,  he 
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wished  to  know  what  course  was  being  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  Tariff,  Was  a  system  of  con- 
ventional tariffs  contemplated?  If  so,  would 
the  mutual  interests  of  the  contracting  parties 
receive  equal  consideration?  And  in  the 
event  of  failure  to  arrive  at  an  agreement, 
what  policy  would  he  pursued  ?  Again,  with 
regard  to  the  coastwise  trade,  what  was  the  Go- 
vernment's programme  ?  Finally,  the  Minister 
President  had  stated  that  the  Government  dis- 
approved of  the  spirit  of  the  Resolution  relating 
to  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  But  it  did  not 
seem  proper  that,  when  the  House  voted  a 
Resolution,  the  spirit  of  the  proceeding  should 
receive  paramount  attention.  Did  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  examine  each  Resolution  of  the 
House  in  that  sense  ? 

Other  members  having  risen  to  put  questions, 
the  Minister  President  repeated  his  declaration 
that  lie  should  answer  no  questions  then  and 
there.  Having  made  this  announcement,  he 
left  the  House,  followed  by  the  other  Ministers 
of  State,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Inouye. 

Mr.  Haseba  Jun  said  that  although  the  Mini- 
ster President  declined  to  answer  questions,  the 
House's  right  to  put  them  remained  unimpaired. 
He  then  charged  the  Government  with  the  whole 
responsibility  for  the  friction  between  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  Executive,  the  real  cause  of  the 
friction  being  the  Cabinet's  indifference  to  the 
views  expressed  by  the  House.  The  Minister 
President  of  State  seemed  afraid  to  face  his  op- 
ponents. 

Mr.  Inouye,  Minister  of  State  for  Education, 
reminded  the  House  that  the  Constitution  pro- 
vided a  method  of  addressing  questions  to  the 
Government,  and  that  all  necessary  explanations 
of  could  be  obtained  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Haseba  Jun  said  that  whereas  the  Go- 
vernment laid  stress  on  the  necessity  for  ami- 
cable cooperation,  they  themselves  rendered 
anything  of  the  kind  impossible  by  delivering 
incomprehensible  speeches  and  then  declining 
to  offer  explanations  sought  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Inouye,  having  made  some  remark  from 
his  place,  was  about  to  leave  the  House,  when 
several  members  called  to  him  to  ascend  the 
rostrum,  and  the  President  bade  him  do  so. 
The  Minister  objected,  claiming  that  a  Minister 
of  State  was  not  bound  to  obey  the  dictates  of 
the  President  of  the  House,  but  as  the  President 
insisted,  he  ascended  the  rostrum,  and  having 
briefly  stated  that  he  saw  no  reason  to  offer  any 
explanations,  left  the  House. 

Mr.  Hayashi  Yuzo  moved  that  as  the  House 
would  now  be  called  upon  for  the  first  time  to 
consider  the  Settled  Accounts  of  the  Treasury, 
a  Committee  for  that  purpose  be  elected,  to 
consist  of  three  members  from  each  Section. 
The  House  agreed  without  discussion. 

The  names  of  the  Standing  Committee-men 
having  been  announced,  the  House  rose  at  5.30 
p.m. 

The  following  is  the  text  of  an  Address  to 
the  Throne  introduced  by  the  Radical  Party  : — 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  THRONE  BY  THE  RADICAL  PARTY. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty  — 

Your  Enlightened  aiid  August  Majesty,  on 
ascending  the  Throne,  was  so  gracious  as  to 
solemnly  make  five  vows  in  the  face  of  all  Your 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  to  the  end  that  both  the 
Authorities  and  the  people  might  cooperate,  as 
with  one  heart,  to  promote  the  successful  conduct 
of  Slate  affairs.  The  great  Imperial  Rescript  con- 
taining these  vows  stands  even  as  conspicuous  and 
firm  as  a  mountain.  Piofoundly  impressed  with 
the  boundless  benevolence  of  Your  Majesty,  it 
has  always  been  during  many  years  our  constant 
and  never  ceasing  endeavour  to  contribute,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability,  our  humble  share  toward  the 
fulfilment  of  Your  Majesty's  gracious  intentions. 
The  Ministers  of  State,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
of  late  yeais  adopted  measures  at  variance 
with  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  nation, 
until,  ill  the  fourth  session  of  the  Imperial  Diet, 
the  difference  of  views  between  the  Ministers 
of  State  and  us,  Your  Majesty's  bumble 
servant*,  became  so  great  that  we  ventured 
to  lepresent  to  Your  Majesty  our  inability 
to  woilc  any  longer  in  conceit  with  them.  Your 
Impei  ial  Majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  solemn 
vows  above  referred  to,  was  pleased  to  issue 
a  gracious  Message  charging  both  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  of  Stale  and  Your  Majesty's 
humble  servants,  the  member*  of  the  Imperial 


Diet)  la  l.iboin  harmoniously  for  the  consuinma 
lion  of  the  grand  objacli  of  ibis  glorious  reign, 
Your  Majesty,  moreover,  was  pleased  especially 

to  order  ihe  Ministers  of  State  to  iniioduce  1  e- 
forms  in  the  various  branches  of  the  Administra- 
tion, The  Ministers  of  Stale,  on  their  pait,  in 
obedience  10  Your  Majesty'*  benevolent  com- 
mand, pi  omised  to  bring  about,  by  the  fifth  ses- 
sion of  the  Diet,  the  maintenance  of  official  d is 
upline,  Ihe  induction  of  public  expenses,  and  the 
reform  of  ihe  Naval  Department.  Thereupon  the 
people  of  the  whole  country  rejoiced  exceedingly 
at  Your  Majesty's  gracious  condescension  in  ap- 
pioving  the  wishes  of  the  nation  ;  and  hoped  thai 
ihe  fifth  session  of  the  Diet  would  bring  them  ihe 
promised  blessings.  The  Ministers  of  Stale,  how- 
ever, tried  mere  temporizing  measures,  and  neither 
the  maintenance  of  official  discipline  nor  the  re- 
form of  the  Navy  was  achieved  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  ihe  only  thing  accomplished  being  re- 
trenchment of  public  expenses  and  dismissal  of 
certain  officials.  Such  a  temporizing  policy  is 
totally  incapable  of  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
people,  and  is,  we  apprehend,  contrary  to  ihe 
gracious  wishes  of  Your  Majesty.  We,  Your 
Majesty's  humble  seivanls,  are  sinceiely  desirous 
of  promoting  the  smooth  conduct  of  affairs  in 
obedience  to  the  Impeiial  Rescript  mentioned 
above.  But  the  action  of  the  Ministers  of  State 
makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  keep  silence.  We 
humbly  pray  that  Your  Majesty  may  graciously 
be  pleased  to  adopt  the  wishes  of  the  people  and 
bid  the  Ministers  of  State  shape  iheir  conduct  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  bring  about  baimonious  co- 
operation between  the  Government  and  the  Diet 
This  Add  ress  is  respectfully  submitted  by  Youi 
Majesty's  bumble  servant  Kusumolo  Masataka, 
President  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Radical  Party  has  further  introduced  the 
following  Resolution  : — 

RESOLUTION  RELATING  TO  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Whereas,  the  Government  ordered  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  26th 
year  of  Meiji,  in  its  fifth  session,  befoie  ihe  House 
bad  had  an  opportunity  to  express  its  opinion, 
and  whereas  the  Government  did  not  publicly  an- 
nounce ihe  reason  of  I  lie  dissolution,  therefore  it 
is  hereby  resolved  that  the  Government's  procedure 
with  legard  to  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  its  fifth  session  was  improper  and 
unconstitutional. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  I7TH. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.30  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

«. — Various  applications  for  leave  of  absence, 
3,— Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Period  of  Probation  of 
Judicial  Officials. 

3.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Treatment    of  Surplus 

Revenue. 

4.  — Private  Bill  for,- Transferring  Prison  Expenditures  to  the 

Charge  of  the  Treasury. 
S — Private  Bill,  Game  Law. 

6.  — Representation  relating  to  the  building  of  Railways  and 

the  construction  of  Harbours  in  Hokkaido. 

7.  — Representation  relating  to  the  Protection  of  Emigrants  to 

the  Kuriles. 

The  President  announced  the  receipt  of  a 
Question  from  Baron  Date  and  Mr.  Fujimura 
relating  to  the  application  of  the  Surplus  Re- 
venue. 

The  various  applications  for  leave  having  been 
granted,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Justice  ex- 
plained that  the  Government  Bill  relating  to  the 
Period  of  Probation  of  Judicial  Officers  had 
been  presented  to  the  House  and  passed  by  it 
last  session,  but  had  not  come  up  for  discus- 
sion in  the  Lower  House.  It  was  unnecessary 
under  the  circumstances  to  enter  into  any  ex- 
planation of  the  measure. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Finance  explained 
that  the  object  of  the  Bill  standing  third  on  the 
Order  of  the  Day  was  to  empower  the  Govern- 
ment to  lodge  in  the  Bank  of  Japan  on  tem- 
porary or  fixed  deposit  and  at  a  proper  rate  of 
interest  any  surplus  revenue  that  might  be  in 
the  hands  of  Treasury  during  the  year,  so  as 
not  to  withdraw  such  money  needlessly  from 
circulation,  or  to  keep  it  idle  when  it  might  be 
earning  an  income  for  the  State. 

Mr.  Fujimura  asked  whether  the  Bank  of 
Japan  had  agreed  to  the  proposed  arrangement, 
and  if  so,  what  rate  of  interest  would  be  ob- 
tainable. 

Viscount  Sakai  said  that  the  Bank  of  Japan 
did  not  at  present  pay  interest  on  temporary 
deposits.  Would  an  exception  be  made  in 
favour  of  money  lodged  by  the  Treasury? 


The  Minister  of  Stato  for  Finance  replied  that 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  merely  to  empower 
the  Government  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  time  might  permit. 

Various  other  questions  having  been  asked 
and  answered,  the  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special 
Committee  nominated  by  the  President. 

Viscount  Hayashi  introduced  the  Bill  relating 
to  Prison  Expenditures  hut  refrained  from  any 
lengthy  explanation,  the  Bill  having  been  de- 
bated and  passed  by  the  House  in  the  preced- 
ing session. 

Count  Ogimachi  proposed  that  the  Bill  be 
passed  through  its  three  Readings  at  once.  The 
House  agreed. 

Count  Kiyosu,  introducing  the  Game  Law, 
said  that  as  the  Project  was  simply  a  transcript 
of  that  considered  and  adopted  by  the  House  in 
the  previous  session,  he  trusted  that  it  would  be 
passed  at  once. 

The  House  voted  to  entrust  the  Bill  to  a 
Special  Committee  nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Representation  relating  to  Hokkaido  was 
then  read  as  follows  : — 

Whereas,  nothing  can  be  more  impoi  taut  for 
promoting  the  development  of  Hokkaido  than  the 
building  of  railways  in  desirable  places  and  the 
construction  of  harbours  connected  with  them, 
therefore  this  House  trusts  that  the  Government 
will  give  consideration  to  these  matters  and  take 
steps  lo  carry  them  out. 

Prince  Konoye  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Repre- 
sentation. He  claimed  that  the  large  sums 
hitherto  expended  upon  Hokkaido  had  pro- 
duced very  small  results.  The  last  census 
showed  a  total  population  of  only  540,000  and 
an  area  of  600,000  square  miles.  Nothing  wag 
more  necessary  than  to  increase  the  number  of 
settlers,  and  it  was  plain  that  railways  and 
harbours  were  the  best  means  to  that  end.  The 
lowest  computation  showed  that  Hokkaido 
needed  835  miles  of  railway,  and  he  held  that 
the  lines  ought  to  be  constructed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  deprecated  the  opposition  of  persons 
who  might  apprehend  that  the  financing  of  such 
a  measure  would  interfere  with  reduction  of  the 
Land  Tax.  The  method  of  obtaining  funds 
would  be  a  matter  for  subsequent  consideration. 

Baron  Ozawa  supported  the  Bill,  adducing 
examples  of  the  effects  produced  by  railways 
and  urging  that  iheir  construction  in  Hokkaido 
would  at  once  lead  to  the  reclamation  and  cul- 
tivation of  lands  now  lying  waste. 

The  Representation  was  passed  by  the  House. 

After  the  mid-day  recess  the  Representation 
relating  to  the  Kuriles  was  read  as  follows  : — 

REPRESENTATION  RELATING  TO  THE  PROTECTION 
OF  SETTLERS  IN  THE  KURILE  ISLADS  (CHISHIMA). 

The  land  of  Hokkaido  abounds,  as  is  well  known, 
in  feitile  plains  and  especially  is  so  rich  in  fisheries 
and  marine  products  that  its  resources  are  even 
pronounced  inexhaustible.  Such  being  the  case, 
the  coasts  of  the  main  island  aie  becoming  moie 
and  more  settled  by  emigrants  who  to  some  ex- 
tent succeed  in  exploiting  the  boundless  resources 
of  the  region.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case  with 
the  islands  of  Chishima.  There,  with  the  sole  ex- 
ception of  Etnip  and  Shikotan,  all  the  islands  are 
entirely  uninhabited,  the  sea  weed  being  left  to 
rot,  the  fish  remaining  uncaptiii  ed,  and  the  marine 
animals  falling  for  the  most  part  into  the  hands  of 
foieign  poacheis.  In  fact,  the  Chishima  gioup 
and  the  terriloiial  waters  encircling  it  are  Japan- 
ese dominions  only  in  name.  Last  year,  how- 
ever, Lieutenant  Gunji  of  the  Japanese  Im- 
perial Navy  proceeded  hither,  at  the  head  of 
a  party  of  seamen  whose  terms  of  service  had 
expired,  and  has  undertaken  the  work  of  opening 
up  tlie  islands.  The  gallant  enterprise  was  highly 
applauded  at  the  time  by  the  public,  and  was  so 
fai  appieciated  by  the  Impeiial  Court  that  a  sum- 
of  money  was  gianted  toward  the  attainment  of 
the  object  in  view.  Nor  is  theie  any  cause  to 
wonder  that  the  enterprise  was  so  much  appieci- 
ated both  by  ihe  Court  and  by  the  people,  inas- 
much as  it  was  a  national  affair  of  great  impoi  t- 
ance  not  by  any  means  a  work  of  individual 
self-interest.  The  undertaking  is  indeed  of  a 
permanent  and  far-reaching  nature,  and  as  such 
should  not  be  entirely  left  to  the  care  of  the 
Lieutenant's  paity,  or  merely  regarded  indif- 
ferently by  the  public.  We  therefore  hold  it  ihe 
bounden  duty  of  the  Government  to  give  some 
help  toward  the  achievement  of  the  aim  contem- 
plated, and  for  thai  purpose,  lo  defray,  out  of  the 
Treasury,  a  sum  of  15,000  yen  annually  for  the 
period  of  five  years,  counted  from  the  present 
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year,  and  lo  afford  the  paity  shipping  facilities 
and  supply  them  With  the  necessary  provisions. 
Such  a  step  will,  on  the  one  hand,  develop  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and,  on  the  other,  conn  ibute 
to  the  national  defence.  We  make  this  Representa- 
liou.  and  hope  that  the  Government  well  take 
suitable  steps  in  the  matter. 

Introduced  by  Viscount  Tani,  and  supported 
by  Prince  Nuo  and  otheis. 

Viscount  Tani  introduced  the  Representation 
in  a  brief  speech,  and  the  House  passed  it 
by  a  large  majority. 

The  House  rose  at  2.20  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  :— 

1.— Government  Bill  for  making  Muroran  in  Ibari  into  a  Special 
Port  of  Export. 

j.  Government  Bill  for  granting  Aid  to  Technical  Education. 

3.  — Government  Bills  relating  to  Comparative  Lines  of  Railway. 

4.  Government  Bills  relating  to  Railway  Charters  to  Private 

Companies. 

j  —Government  Bill  for  abolishing  the   Export   Duty  upon 
Cotton  Yam.  ,  . 

6.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  the  opening  of  Fuseki  and 

Otaru  harbours  to  ships  trading  with  Saghalien  and  Korra. 

7.  _ Government  Bill  for  opening  Nada  in  Riukiu  to  ships  trad- 

ing with  China. 

8.  — Address  to  the  Throne.  . 

g.— Representation  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of  the  House  of 

Representatives.  .    _.        .  ..  „ 

o— Representation  relating  to  the  Time  of  opening  the  Session. 
1. — Address  to  the  Throne. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Yubi  presented  two  Questions, 
one  relating  to  the  removal  of  several  Judicial 
Officers,  a  procedure  that  seemed  contrary  to 
the  Law  of  the  Organization  of  the  Law  Courts  ; 
the  other  with  reference  to  the  assassination  of 
Kim  Ok-Kyuo,  concerning  which  Korea's  con- 
duct had  been  a  distinct  violation  of  Japan's 
sovereignty. 

Mr.  Tajiri,  Vice-Minister  of  Finance,  briefly 
explained  the  Government  Bill  relating  to  Muro- 
ran, and  asked  the  House  to  pass  it,  as  well 
the  similar  Bills  relating  to  Fuseki,  Otaru,  and 
Nada. 

The  House  declined  to  submit  the  Bill  to  a 
Special  Committee  and  voted  to  carry  it  at  once 
to  a  Second  Reading,  and  passed  the  Second 
and  Third  Readings. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Education  then 
spoke  upon  the  Government  Bill  for  granting 
aid  to  Technical  Education. 

(The  Speech  is  held  over  ) 

The  House  voted  to  entrust  the  Bill  to  a 
Special  Committee  elected  by  the  Sections. 

The  Government  Delegate  having  briefly  in 
troduced  the  Bills  relating  to  Comparative  Lines 
of  Railway,  the  House  voted  to  entrust  them  to  a 
Special  Committee  nominated  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Tajiri  explained  the  Bill  relating  to  Ex- 
port Duties  on  Cotton  Yam,  and  it  was  entrust 
ed  to  a  Special  Committee. 

The  Bills  relating  to  the  harbours  of  Fuseki, 
Otaru,  and  Nada  were  carried  thiough  their 
three  Readings. 

Mr.  Haseba  Junko  introduced  the  following 
Address  to  the  Throne  : — 

Your  Majesty's  humble  seivant,  Ktismnoto 
Mnsataka,  Piesident  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  hereby,  in  ptnsuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  most  respectfully  presents  to  Your  Ma- 
jesty the  piesenl  Address  :  — 

It  is  the  humble  opinion  of  the  House  of  Re 
piesenlatives  that  the  Ministe.s  of  Stale,  by  their 
temporizing  and  ease-loving  policy,  have  hetiayed 
their  giave  trust  in  tespect  of  Affairs  of  Slate 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  have  caused 
derangement  of  official  discipline,  iheieby  com 
pleiely  forfeiting  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
people.  . 

In  the  fifth  sesiion  of  the  Diet,  the  Mmisteis  of 
Stale  had  the  audacity  to  impede  the  exercise  of 
the  legislative  functions  of  the  Stale  by  advising 
Your  Majesty  to  order,  contiaiy  to  reason  and 
without  justification,  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Such  conduct  betrayed  an  utle. 
want  of  respect  toward  the  Constitution  and  toward 
the  Diet.  Further,  Your  Majesty's  humble  ser- 
vant and  others,  lamenting  lire  violation  of  national 
rights  in  connection  with  Strict  Enforcement  of 
the  existing  Treaties,  introduced,  in  the  same 
session  of  the  Diet,  a  Representation  to  the 
Government  urging  the  latter  to  clear  ly  define 
the  rights  and  obligations  arising  out  of  those 
Treaties,  and  to  strictly  enforce  their  stipula 
lions.  The  object  of  the  introducers  of  that  Re 
presentation  was  simply  to  further  the  Imperial 
policy  of  opening  the  country.  The  Ministers  of 
Stale,  however,  sought  to  brand  the  motion  as  a 
manifestation  of  anti-foreign  sentiment,  and  lashly 
advised  your  Majesty  to  order,  first  a  prorogation 
and  then  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Repieten 


tatives,  thus  preventing  your  Majesty's  humble 
servant  and  others  from  even  opening  their  mouths 
on  that  subject.  Such  conduct  on  the  pan  of 
the  Ministers  justly  exposes  them  to  the  charge 
of  having  deceived  both  their  Sovereign  and 
the  people,  and  of  having  acted  contrary  to  the 
great  Imperial  Policy.  With  regard  to  the  colli- 
sion of  your  Majesty's  ship  Chishima  Kan  with 
the  British  steamer  Ravenna,  the  Ministers  of 
State  look  wrong  steps  by  instituting  a  suit  in  a 
oreign  court  of  law  and  by  making  use  of  your 
Majesty's  title.  They  thereby  impaired  Your  Ma- 
esly's  dignity  and  did  injury  to  the  lights  of 
the  Counliy,  a  thing  never  previously  witnessed 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Empire. 

In  a  teply  given  to  Prince  Nijo  Molohiro  and 
some  other  member  s  of  the  House  of  Peers,  Count 
Ito  Hiiobumi,  Minister  Piesident  of  Slate,  makes 
use  of  many  impertinent  expietsions.  For  ex- 
ample, he  regards  liie  Imper  lal  Diet  meiely  in  the 
ight  of  an  advisoiy  body  established  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Ministeis  of  State,  thereby  insullr 


ig  the  Constitution  as  well  as  the  Diet. 
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over,  he  states  that  there  was  no  prospect  of 
harmonious  coopetation  with  lire  Diet  in  the  mat- 
ter of  a  Budget  that  had  not  yet  been  brought  up 
for  discussion.  That  is  simply  a  perversion  of  facts 
in  the  vain  endeavour  to  manufacture  a  pretext. 

In    short,    the    leins    of    administration  have 
been  slackened  both  at  home  and    abroad,  and 
the  diioider    in   the    management   of  Stale  af- 
fairs is  daily  becoming  more  and  mote  difficult 
toiemedy.     Under  these  circumstances,  the  Mini 
sters  of  State  show  a  constantly  increasing  ten 
dency  to  elude  their  responsibility  by  screening 
themselves  in  the  shadow  of  your  Majesty.  Nothin 
could  be  more  contrary  to  the  purpose  of  Constitu- 
tional Government,,  or  moie  at  variance  with  the 
obligations  that   ihe  Ministeis  of  Stale  owe  to- 
Your  Majesty  as  Your  Majesty's  advisers.  Un- 
less the  Ministeis  of  State  be  held  r  esponsible  for 
such  neglect  of  duty,  it  is  the  appiehension  of  your 
Majesty's   humble  servant   and  otheis,  lhal  the 
result  may  be  alienation  of  the  people's  heat  Is  at 
home  and  lowering  of  the  national  prestige  abroad, 
leading  finally  to  inoperativeness  of  the  constitu 
tion  and  even  decadence  of  the  Imperial  House. 

For  these  reasons  your  Majesty's  humble  sei- 
vant and  others  aie  filled  with  apprehension  and 
dismay  when  they  consider  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  lo  them, 
as  Your  Majesty'*  loyal  subjects,  that  of  late  yeat 
they  have  been  coriktrained  so  often  to  approach 
the  Throne  with  humble  petitions.  But  they  now 
once  more  venture,  with  profound  reverence,  to 
invoke  Your  Majesty's  gracious  decision  on 
matters  vitally  connected  will)  the  destiny  of  the 
country. 

The  purpose  of  the  introducers  of  this  Address, 
he  said,  was  to  secure  the  smooth  working  of  the 
Constitution. —  (Cries  of  "  No  !  no  !  It  is  to  drive 
out  foreigners.")  They  introduced  it  with  great 
reluctance. —  ("  It's  your  own  choice.  Show  the 
courage  of  your  opinions.")  But  they  felt  that 
no  other  course  was  open  to  them.  It  was  the 
duty  of  a  Cabinet  under  a  Constitutional  form 
of  government  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people  expressed  through  their  elected 
representatives,  but  the  present  Cabinet  showed 
no  concern  whatever  for  those  wishes.  It  had 
dissolved  the  House  without  even  allowing  it  to 
express  its  views,  and  without  assigning  any 
reason  for  the  dissolution.  From  Count  Ito's 
reply  to  a  document  addressed  to  him  by  the 
Peers  and  from  what  he  had  said  in  the  House 
yesterday,  it  appeared  that  the  Representation 
on  Strict  Enforcement  was  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
solution. But  a  Representation  was  the  most 
moderate  method  the  House  could  adopt  of 
conveying  its  views.  Why  should  the  Govern- 
ment fear  to  receive  a  Representation?  People 
alleged  that  the  Representation  had  its  origin 
in  opposition  to  Mixed  Residence.  Well,  he 
himself  was  an  opponent  of  Mixed  Residence, 
but  he  could  say  with  truth  that  his  purpose  in 
advocating  the  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  present 
Treaties  was  to  secure  their  Revision.  For 
twenty-five  years  the  country  had  been  bound 
by  a  Treaty  that  constituted  a  national  disgrace, 
but  to  their  great  humiliation  all  attempts  to 
revise  it  had  failed.  The  supporters  of  this 
Address  held  that  the  sole  way  to  effect  Revision 
was  to  prove  to  foreigners  the  irksomeness  of 
the  Treaties  by  strictly  enforcing  their  provi- 
sions. It  was  perfectly  proper  that  the  House 
should  debate  such  a  subject  and  should  present 
a  Representation  about  it.  The  House  had  a 
Constitutional  right  to  do  so,  and  the  Cabinet 
had  arbitrarily  deprived  it  of  that  right.  They 


wanted  the  Treaties  revised  and  they  could  not 
possibly  place  any  confidence  in  the  Cabinet's 
ability  to  revise  them — a  Cabinet  not  even 
capable  of  enforcing  the  existing  Treaties. 
The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  charge  the 
Ito  Cabinet  with  violating  its  pledges  of  re- 
form and  with  placing  the  responsibility  of 
its  errors  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  called  upon  the  House  to  show  its  empha- 
tic disapproval  of  such  Ministers  by  openly  im- 
peaching them.  The  speech  lasted  a  long  while 
and  was  much  interrupted. 

Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  asked  the  speaker  to 
say  distinctly  why  he  had  supported  the  Strict 
Enforcement  Representation  last  session.  Mr. 
Haseba  answeredlhat  his  object  had  been  na- 
tional progress  and  the  opening  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hoshi  Torn  asked  whether  the  introducers 
of  the  Address  had  considered  how  things 
would  fare  if  foreign  countries  also  adopted  the 
policy  of  Strict  Enforcement  and  drove  all  the 
Japanese  out  of  their  territories.  This  question 
led  to  much  confusion  in  the  House.  Mr. 
Haseba  said  that  so  soon  as  Treaties  on 
equal  terms  were  concluded,  both  sides  were 
free  t~>  enforce  them  as  strictly  as  they 
pleased.  Mr.  Hoshi  pointed  out  that  his  ques- 
tion did  not  refer  to  revised  Treaties  but  to 
existing  Treaties.  Presumably  Mr.  Haseba's 
advocacy  of  Strict  Enforcement  did  not  refer 
to  Treaties  not  yet  in  existence.  The  confusion 
here  became  more  marked.  Mr.  Shiinada 
Saburo  asked  permission  to  answer  Mr.  Hoshi 
from  the  rostrum,  and  the  President  seemed 
disposed  to  allow  him,  but  several  members 
vehemently  objected  to  such  a  course  as  out 
of  order.  The  tumult  was  only  quelled  by  the 
appearance  of  the  House's  favourite  Mr.  Awaya 
Shinazo  in  the  rostrum. 

Mr.  Awaya  Shinazo  opposed  the  Address, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  its  passing  must  in- 
volve another  dissolution.. 

Mr.  Hatoyama  Kazuo  had  intended  to  speak 
only  of  the  Chishima  affair,  but  he  could  not 
choose  but  remark  incidentally  that  Strict  Treaty 
Enforcement  meant  nothing  more  than  carrying 
out  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  that  its  sole  object 
was  to  expedite  Revision  of  the  Treaties.  If 
the  Treaties  forbade  foreigners  to  travel  beyond 
certain  limits  and  interdicted  their  ownership 
of  real  estate,  then  they  should  be  confined 
within  these  limits  and  prevented  from  acquir- 
ing possession  of  real  estate.  That  was  all 
the  measure  contemplated.  As  to  the  pretence 
that  Foreign  Powers  on  their  side  might  re- 
taliate by  expelling  Japanese  subjects  from 
their  territories,  he  invited  the  House  to  con- 
ceive on  what  pretext  the  British  nation,  for 
example,  could  be  induced  to  adopt  such  a 
course.  Passing  on  to  the  Chishima  affair, 
he  asserted  that  the  Government  by  follow- 
ing the  appeal  to  Shanghai  had  behaved  as 
though  Japan  were  a  colony  of  Great  Britain, 
and  by  using  the  Emperor's  name  in  the  plead- 
ings, thus  making  his  Majesty  the  plaintiff 
where  a  foreign  mercantile  firm  was  the  defend- 
ant and  the  tribunal  was  a  foreign  court  esta- 
blished within  His  Majesty's  realm,  had  seriously 
impaired  the  dignity  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  inquired  whether  the  Emperor 
of  Russia's  name  had  not  been  used  in  a  suit 
brought  before  an  American  tribunal,  and  whe- 
ther the  British  Court  would  have  entertained  a 
suit  brought  in  the  name  of  the  Miniiter  of  State 
for  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Hatoyama  replied  that  Japan  was  not 
Russia,  and  that  a  /British  Court  would  pre- 
sumably entertain  a  suit  brought  by  a  Japanese 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Japan- 
ese Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 

Mr.  Misaki  Kamenosuke  opposed  the  Ad- 
dress. He  had  been  astounded  to  hear  the 
views  expressed  by  a  man  of  such  erudition 
and  knowledge  of  foreign  affairs  as  Mr.  Hato- 
yama. They  had  been  told  by  Professor  Hato- 
yama that  to  follow  an  appeal  from  Yokohama 
to  Shanghai  was  virtually  to  convert  Japan  into 
a  colony  of  Great  Britain.  But  if  an  appeal 
should  not  be  followed,  then  an  appeal  could 
not  be  made,  and  thus  Japanese  suitors 
entering  British  Courts  would  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  appeal,  one  of  the  most  vital  features 
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of  complete  legal  procedure.  Again,  the  Pro- 
fessor had  spoken  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement 
us  (hough  it  were  merely  an  affair  of  confining 
foreigners  within  Treaty  limits,  and  preventing 
them  from  acquiring  real  estate.  But  Professor 
Hatoyama  must  he  well  aware  (hat  Strict  En- 
forcement meant  a  great  deal  more  than  thai. 
l(  meant  that  a  species  of  mixed  courts  would 
have  to  he  estahlished  in  Japan,  among  other 
things,  and  that  many  results  most  inconvenient 
to  Japan  would  he  entailed.  Besides,  what  was 
the  use  of  pretending  that  Strict  Enforcement, 
as  introduced  last  session,  had  heen  honestly 
intended  as  a  weapon  to  promote  Treaty  Re- 
vision ?  With  whom  did  the  Representation 
originate?  By  whom  was  it  introduced  ?  Was 
it  not  by  men  publicly  pledged  to  oppose 
Mixed  Residence?  It  was  a  singular  thing 
that  the  Progressionists  should  have  joined 
hands  with  the  advocates  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, hut  many  singular  things  happened. 
There  could  be  little  question  about  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  movement  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 
It  would  have  certainly  been  taken  as  signify- 
ing that  the  promoters  of  the  Representation 
did  not  want  the  Treaties  revised,  but  that  they 
did  want  to  keep  the  country  closed,  and  to 
make  the  existing  Treaties  a  weapon  for  hold- 
ing foreigners  more  than  ever  at  arm's  length. 
He  thought  that  the  Government  had  been  per- 
fectly justified  in  preventing  the  House  from 
pledging  itself  to  such  a  doctrine.  The  speaker 
then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  wording  of  the 
Address  was  altogether  too  violent  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  Sovereign. 

Mr.  Arai  Go  repudiated  the  idea  that  the  sup- 
porters of  Strict  Enforcement  were  conservatives 
who  wished  to  keep  the  country  closed.  He 
also  contended,  with  regard  to  the  Chishima 
affair,  that  no  precedent  should  be  followed 
merely  because  it  was  a  precedent.  To  say  that 
the  procedure  of  the  British  Law  Courts  had 
been  conformed  with  for  twenty  years  was  no 
excuse  or  reason  for  conforming  with  it  in  the 
twenty-first  year,  if  the  act  had  been  wrong  ab 
origine. 

The  House  took  a  recess  at  6.45  p.m.,  and  re- 
assembled at  7.30- p.m. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi  was  not  opposed  to  all  the 
points  advanced  in  the  Address,  hut  he  was 
opposed  to  the  notion  of  including  them  in  an 
Address  to  the  Throne.  Above  all  he  was 
opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  En- 
forcement. It  was  an  absurd  doctrine,  advanced 
in  manifest  ignorance  of  the  true  nature  of  a 
treaty.  A  treaty  imposed  obligations  on  each 
side.  It  also  guaranteed  privileges,  but  there 
was  no  question  of  Japan's  enjoying  privileges 
when  she  spoke  of  carrying  out  her  Treaties  to 
the  letter.  There  was  simply  a  question  of  her 
accurately  discharging  the  duties  imposed  on 
her  by  the  Treaties.  If  that  was  what  they 
wanted,  he  could  not  go  with  them.  The 
nation's greatcomplaint  against  the  Treaties  was 
that  they  impaired  the  Sovereign  rights  of  the 
State,  and  now  it  was  proposed  to  enforce  such 
Treaties  with  the  utmost  possible  strictness. 
He  could  never  share  in  such  a  procedure.  As 
to  the  Chishima  affair,  whatever  trouble  there 
was  must  be  attributed  to  the  imperfection  of 
the  Treaties.  It  was  because  the  defective 
Treaties  made  these  things  possible  that  the 
course  unavoidably  pursued  was  open  to  cavil. 
Yet  they  were  asked  to  vote  for  the  strict  en- 
forcement of  these  very  Treaties. 

At  this  point  the  closure  was  moved,  but  as 
the  President,  without  putting  the  motion, 
allowed  Mr.  Ozaki  Yukio  to  ascend  the  rostrum, 
much  confusion  arose  and  was  with  difficulty 
repressed. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Yukio  failed  to  see  how  the  Radi- 
cal Party  could  reconcile  its  treatment  of  this 
Address  with  its  previous  attitude  toward  the 
Government.  Of  the  five  points  advanced  in 
the  Address,  the  Radicals  were  pledged  to  sup- 
port four,  yet  because  they  opposed  the  fifth 
they  were  now  arraying  themselves  against  the 
whole  Address.  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  was 
the  one  thing  they  really  objected  to.  They 
pretended  to  think  that  Strict  Enforcement 
meant  the  continued  closing  of  the  country. 
Nothing  of  the  kind.    It  meant  simply  that 


Japan  should  exercise  one  of  the  weapons  avail 
able  for  forcing  the  hands  of  Foreign  Powers. 
There  were  two  ways  of  accomplishing  Treaty 
Revision.  It  might  he  accomplished  either  by 
cajolery  or  by  resolution.  Count  Ito  had  told 
them  that  it  could  not  be  achieved  by  intimi 
dation.  Probably  not;  but  did  it  follow  that 
Japan  was  to  submit  lamely  to  everything,  and 
to  allow  the  restrictions  of  the  Treaties  to  be  so 
little  respected  that  the  situation  became  for  fo 
reigners  too  pleasant  to  be  worth  altering?  As 
to  the  Chishima  affair,  he  thought  it  a  disgrace 
to  the  countiy  that  such  a  thing  should  ever 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  suit  at  law.  A 
Japanese  man-of-war  had  been  sunk  by  a  foreign 
merchant  vessel,  and  the  Government  had  run 
into  a  foreign  Court  in  the  Emperor's  name  to 
ask  for  compensation.  It  was  a  miserable  busi- 
ness. As  well  might  a  soldier  wounded  by  a 
tradesman  apply  to  a  legal  tribunal  for  money 
to  pay  for  sticking-plaster.  Turning  to  the 
Cabinet,  he  declared  that  Count  Ito's  sole 
idea  of  statesmanship  was  to  hide  his  head 
under  the  sleeve  of  the  Sovereign  whenever  any- 
thing inconvenient  happened.  He  had  done  so 
in  the  fourth  session,  by  inducing  His  Majesty 
to  issue  an  Imperial  Rescript  when  the  Diet 
and  the  Cabinet  were  in  collision,  and  he  had 
done  so  in  the  fifth  session  by  asking  the  Em 
peror  to  dissolve  the  House  when  it  became 
too  troublesome.  The  Throne  was  made  . 
shield  for  the  Cabinet.  No  loyal  subject  should 
suffer  that  to  continue. 

The  closure  was  moved  and  carried. 
The  House  decided  by  a  vote  of  150  to  142 
not  to  take  a  closed  ballot. 

An  open  ballot  was  taken  with  the  following 
result : — 

Against  the  Address   149 

For  the  Address   144 

The  result  was  welcomed  with  deafening  cheers 
The  House  rose  at  9.50  p.m. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  18TH,  1894. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.45  a-m->  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1. —Applications  for  Leave  of  Absence. 

a.— Government  Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House,  for  open, 
ing  the  port  of  Muroran  to  certain  Foreign  Trade. 

3.  — Government  Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House,  for  ooen. 
ing  the  port  of  Fuseki  and  Otaru  to  vessels  trading  to  Sag 
halien  and  its  adjacent  waters  and  to  Korea. 

4.  — Government  Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House,  for  opening 
the  port  of  Naha  in  Riukiu  to  vessels  trading  with  China  . 

5.  — Representation,  introduced  by  Viscount  Yuri  Kinsei,  with 
reference  to  collecting  Materials  for  a  History  of  Modern 
Times. 

The  first  item  on  the  programme  having  been 
disposed  of,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Finance 
briefly  introduced  the  Bill  relating  to  Muroran 
harbour.  After  a  few  questions,  the  House 
voted  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  at  once  without 
submitting  it  to  a  Special  Committee.  Some 
anxiety  was  shown  as  to  whether  Muroran  har- 
bour was  sufficiently  spacious  to  serve  as  a  naval 
port  and  a  commercial  port  at  the  same  time. 
It  was  finally  decided  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Bill  until  the  Minister  of 
State  for  the  Navy,  or  some  other  compelenl 
official,  could  inform  the  House  on  this  point. 

The  Bill  relating  to  the  ports  of  Fuseki  and 
Otaru  was  passed  through  its  three  Readings  at 
once  in  the  following  form  : — 

BILL  RELATING  TO  THE  PORTS  OF  FUSEKI 

AND  OTARU. 
Fioin  the  1st  day  of  the  8tli  month  of  ttie  27th 
year  of  illeiji,  the  port  of  Fuseki  in  Elcliiu  and  die 
poit  of  Otaru  in  Shiribetsu  shall  he  open  for  die 
entry  and  exit,  lading  and  unlading  of  vessels 
owned  by  Japanese  subjects  and  engaged  in  trade 
with  the  Russian  island  of  Saghalien  and  its  waters 
01  with  Korea. 

Provided  that,  in  respect  of  such  entry  and  exit, 
ading  and  unlading,  the  appropriate  provisions  of 
the  Customs  Tat  iff  and  Regulations  shall  be  ap-' 
plicable. 

The  Government  Representative  for  the  Naval 
Department  being  now  present,  explained  with 
regard  to  the  port  of  Muroran  that  no  inconveni- 
ence was  apprehended  on  the  score  of  size  as 
there  would  always  be  accommodation  for  two 
or  three  vessels  of  war.  The  depth  of  water  was 
from  13  to  15  fathoms,  and  the  Naval  Authori- 
ties contemplated  dredging  the  shallow  part. 

The  Bill  was  at  once  carried  through  its 
second  and  third  readings  in  the  following 
form : — 


1111. 1.  RELATING  TO  THK  PORT  Of  MUKOKAN. 

Tlw  Port  of  Muroran  In  die  province  of  [burl 

shall  be  added  10  ihr  list  of  Specinl  Port*.  <>f  Kx- 
poil,  Sfiumeraled  in  Law  No.  20  of  the  22nd  ynai 
of  Meiji. 

fins  Law  shall  come  into  operation  (coai  Iba 

151I1  day  of  the  6tll  month  of  die  271I1  year  ol  Meiji. 

The  Government  Delegate  explained,  with 
reference  to  the  Bill  for  opening  Naha  port, 
that  considerable  trade  had  heen  carried  on  in 
pie-Restoration  days  by  the  people  of  Riukiu 
with  China,  and  that  as  it  had  again  begun  to 
grow  active,  the  opening  of  Naha  to  ships 
engaged  in  such  commerce  became  necessary. 
The  trade  outwards  to  China  now  averaged 
about  40,000  yen  annually,  and  that  inwards 
from  China,  about  100,000  yen. 

The  Bill  was  passed  through  its  three  read- 
ings in  the  following  form  : — 

BILL   RELATING  TO   NAHA  PORT  IN  RIUKIU. 

hi  oin  the  isl  day  of  the  ioth  month  of  die  27th 
yeai  of  Meiji,  the  port  of  Naha  in  Riukiu  shall  be 
open  to  die  entry  and  exit,  lading  and  unlading, 
ol  ships  owned  by  Japanese  subjects  and  engaged 
in  it  ade  with  China. 

Provided  that,  in  respect  of  such  entry  and  exit, 
lading  and  unlading,  the  appropriate  provisions 
of  die  Customs  Tariff  and  Regulations  shall  be 
applied. 

The  Representation  relating  to  collecting 
materials  for  Modern  History  was  then  read  as 

follows : — 

REPRESENTATION  RELATING  TO  THE  COLLECTION 
OF  MATERIALS  FOR  A  HISTORY  OF  MODERN  TIMES. 

The  compilation  of  a  Histoiy  of  Modem  Times 
being  an  affair  of  urgent  national  importance, 
must  be  carried  out.  Foi  innately,  there  now  ex- 
ists a  Historical  Society  {Shidan-kai)  which  en- 
gages chiefly  in  worlc  of  that  kind  and  follows 
excellent  methods.  But  being  a  private  society, 
it  is  not  competent  to  collect  universal  materials 
and  do  complete  work.  Therefore  ibis  House 
trusts  that  the  Government  will  make  a  grant 
from  theSurplus  Revenue  to  expedite  the  Society's 
undei  taking. 

Viscount  Yuri,  introducing  the  Representa- 
tion, said  that  many  of  the  records  of  the  former 
fiefs,  indispensable  materials  for  compiling  a 
history  of  modern  times,  must  soon  become 
in  great  part,  if  not  altogether,  inaccessible,  and 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  collecting  them. 
The  Historical  Society  had  been  organized  for 
that  purpose,  but  its  resources  were  insufficient, 
however  excellent  its  methods,  and  unless  the 
State  came  to  its  aid,  an  irreparable  loss  would 
be  entailed  on  the  countiy. 

Marquis  Daigo  and  Viscount  Torio  opposed 
the  Representation.  While  fully  in  sympathy 
with  ils  object,  they  feared  that  official  inter- 
ference in  such  a  matter  would  establish  a  dan- 
gerous precedent. 

The  House  adopted  the  Representation  by  a 
vote  of  59  to  56  and  rose  at  3  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1. 10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.— Government  Bill  for  Amending  the  Railway  Law. 

a.— Government  Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Lines  of  Railway 

3-— l/°Je.rnmePtnBil1  re'a''"gto  Prolongation  of  the  Business 
of  National  Banks. 

4.— Government  Bill  relating  to  Pensions  confiscated  on  account 


of  Political  Offences. 
S.— Government  Bill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regu- 
lations. °  6 
6— Government  Bill  for  amending  Imperial   Ordinance  No. 

141,  of  the  22nd  year  of  Meiji. 
7.— Government  Bill  for  amending  Law  No.  4,  of  the  33rd  year 
of  Meiji. 

-Government  Bill  relatingto  Expenditures  from  the  Reserves 
for  the  25th  year  of  Meiji, 
9.— Government  Bill  relating  to  Various  Expenditures  over  and 
aliove  the  Budgetary  Items  for  the  25th  year  of  Meiji. 

10.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  Expenditures  from  the  Reserve 
for  the  a6th  year  of  Meiji. 

11.  — GovernmentBill  relating  to  Appropriations  from  the  Surplus 
Revenue  for  the  2jth  year  of  Meiji. 

12.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  Appropriations  from  the  Cent- 
ral Famine  Relief  Fund  to  meet  expenditures  in  excess  of 
the  Reserve. 

13.  — Resolution  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

14.  — Resolution  relating  to  the  Duration  of  the  Sixth  Session  of 
the  Imperial  Diet. 

ij, — Address  to  the  Throne. 

16. — Private  Bill  relating  to  Special  Reassessment  of  the  Taxable 
value  of  Land. 

The  receipt  of  various  Bills  having  been  an- 
nounced, 

Mr.  Moriya  Kanosuke  presented  a  Question  to 
the  Government  with  reference  to  the  murder  of 
the  Korean  refugee  Kim  Ok-kyun.  For  nine 
years  Kim  had  lived  in  Japan,  making  many 
friends  there  and  ceasing  to  be  regarded  as  a 
foreigner.  In  truth,  Kim  himself  seemed  to  have 
abandoned  his  Korean  nationality  and  become 
in  heart  as  well  as  in  name  ajapanese,  known 
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Railways,  a  line 
Nagano  Prefec 
line  mentioned  in 


to  every  one  not  as  Kim  Ok-kyiin  but  as 
Iwata  Shusaku.  He  had  travelled  to  Shang- 
hai from  Kobe  as  Iwata  Sliusaku,  and  had 
been  foully  murdered  in  Shanghai  by  a  Korean 
who  followed  him  from  Japan,  having  plot- 
ted his  assassination  and  taken  the  first  steps 
towards  it  in  this  country.  Undoubtedly  the 
peace  of  the  lapanese  empire  had  been  dis- 
turbed by  such  an  act.  Then  again,  after  Shu- 
saku's  body  had  been  taken  by  his  attendant 
Wada  and  after  arrangements  had  been  made  by 
the  latter  for  its  carriage  to  Japan,  the  Chinese 
had  been  allowed  to  steal  it,  and  send  it,  toge- 
ther with  the  assassin,  to  Korea  where  bar- 
barous punishment  had  been  inflicted  on  the 
corpse.  Surely  that  procedure  on  China's  part 
was  a  gross  insult  to  Japan.  What  steps  had 
the  Ito  Cabinet  taken  to  obtain  redress  ?  Count 
Ito  had  told  them  in  his  speech  two  days  pre- 
viously that  the  Government's  foreign  policy 
had  remained  unchanged  since  the  Restoration. 
What  was  that  policy,  and  how  had  it  been  mani- 
fested in  this  affair  of  Iwata  Shusaku? 

Mr.  Yamaguchi  Chiosaku  preferred  a  Ques- 
tion with  reference  to  the  Government  Bill  for 
restoring  pensions  that  had  been  confiscated  on 
account  of  political  offences.  He  claimed  that 
the  proposed  measure  was  unjust  and  partial 
since  it  excluded  cases  fully  as  deserving  as 
those  included. 

The  Government  Delegate  briefly  introduced 
he  following  Bill  : — 

BILL  FOR  AMENDING  THE   RAILWAY  LAW. 

The  following  two  clauses  shall  be  added  after 
clause  9  Article  7  of  the  Railway  Law,  No.  4,  of 
the  25th  year  of  Meiji  : — 

Among  the  Central  Projected 
from  Nagano  01  Shino-no-i  in 
tu re,  via  Matsumoto,  to  join  the 
clause  1. 

Among  the  Kishiu  Projected  Railways,  a  line 
from  Udo  in  Kumamoto  Prefecture  to  Kagoshima 
via  Yatsusliiro. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted,  without  question  or 
discussion,  to  a  Special  Committee,  as  was  also 
the  Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Lines. 

The  Vice-Minister  of  Finance  introduced  the 
Bill  relating  to  the  National  Banks,  which  ran 
as  follows : — 

BILL   RELATING    TO  CONTINUING    THE  BUSINESS 
OF  NATIONAL  BANKS  THE  TERMS  OF  WHICH 
HAVE  EXPIRED. 

Ait.  I. — A  National  Bank  which,  after  tl 
expiration  of  its  term,  purposes  to  continue  its 
business  in  the  capacity  of  a  piivate  bank,  in  ac 
cordance  with  the  provisions  of  Ait.  XII.  of  tin 
National  Bank  Regulations,  must  piepaie  its  re- 
solution as  to  the  continuation  of  its  business  and 
the  amendment  of  its  bye-laws  six  months  in  ad- 
vance counted  fiom  the  day  on  which  the  term  of 
its  charter  expires,  and  must  apply  to  the  Minister 
of  Slate  for  Finance  for  permission  to  continue 
its  business,  accompanying  the  application  with  a 
copy  of  the  amended  bye-laws 

Ait.  II. — A  National  Bank  which,  as  provided 
in  the  preceding  article,  intends  to  continue  its 
business  on  a  teduced  capital,  must  apply, 
comfoimily  with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding 
Article,  for  pei  mission  to  continue  its  business 
after  having  complied  with  the  procedure  specified 
in  Arts.  XLII.,  XLIII.,  and  XLIV.  of  the  Na 
tional  Bank  Regulations.  The  restrictions  men 
tioned  in  Art.  XVII.  of  the  same  Regulations  need 
not  be  applied. 

Ait.  III.  —  Resolutions  taken  in  connection  with 
continuation  of  business  and  amendment  of  bye 
laws  must  conform  with  the  terms  specified  in  Art 
LXIX-  of  the  National  Bank  Regulations. 

Ait.  IV. — With  reference  to  the  process  of 
winding  up  a  National  Bank  that  does  not  intend 
to  continue  business  on  the  expiration  of  its  lei  m 
the  provisions  of  the  Commercial  Code  1  elating  to 
the  dissolution  of  a  joint  stock  company  and  the 
settlement  of  its  accounts  must  be  adheied  to. 
It  was  unnecessary,  he  said,  to  explain  that 
steps  must  be  taken  in  the  case  of  the  National 
Banks  which,  after  years  of  usefulness,  were 
now  approaching  the  end  of  the  period  origin 
ally  contemplated  for  their  existence  as  National 
Banks.  With  regard  to  the  Banks'  issues  of 
paper  currency,  a  measure  would  subsequently 
be  drafted  and  submitted  to  the  House,  It  was 
not  in  contemplation  to  endue  the  National 
Banks  with  note-issuing  competence  after  their 
transformation  into  private  banks 

The  Bill  was  entrused  to  a  Special  Committee 
of  18  nominated  by  the  President. 


The  Vice-Minister  of  Finance  introduced  the 
Bill  relating  to  Pensions  as  follows  : — 


BILL  RELATING  TO  PERSONS  WHOSE  PENSION 
BONDS  AND  PENSIONS  HAVE  BEEN  CONFISCATED 
ON  ACCOUNT  OF  POLITICAL  OFFENCES. 
Art.  I. — Those  pei  sons  who  on  account  of  having 
committed  offences  of  a  political  nature  during  the 
nlerval  of  time  commencing  fiom  the  day  on 
which  the  Han  Organization  notified  by  the  Dai- 
jokan  on  September  ioih  of  the  3rd  year  of  Meiji 

(1870)  ,  came  into  foice,  to  the  day  on  which  Noti- 
fication No.  108,  issued  by  the  Daijokan,  in 
August  of  the  9th  year  of  Meiji  (1876)  was  en- 
forced,  or  had  the  salaries  granted  to  their  family 
(karoku)  or  Government  pensions  confiscated  ; 
also  those  persons  who  on  the  day  of  the  enforce- 
ment'of  the  present  Law,  are  the  legal  heirs  of 
such  families,  shall  be  entitled  to  leceive  from  the 
Treasury  a  sum  of  money  based  on  the  amount 
of  salaries  confiscated  at  the  time  and  correspond- 
ing to  the  value  of  the  Pension  Bonds  according 
to  the  scale  given  in  Art.  I.  of  Notification  No.  108 
of  the  Daijokan  of  the  glh  year  of  Meiji  ( 1 876) . 

Art.  II. —  The  amount  of  salaries  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  Ai  tide  shall  be  determined  accord- 
to  llie  investigations    made   on  the  basis  of 
Notification  No.  18,  issued  by  the  Depaitmenl  of 
Civil  Affairs  (Minbusho)  in  the  4th  year  of  Meiji 

(1871)  :  on  Notification  Nos.  64  and  65,  issued  by 
the  Department  of  Finance  in  the  41I1  year  of 
Meiji;  and  on  Notication  No.  138  issued  by  the 
Daijokan  in  the  8th  year  of  Meiji  (1877).  Pro- 
vided that  if  the  confiscation  of  salaiies  was  prior 
to  the  making  of  the  investigation,  then  the  amount 
of  salaries  that  had  been  actually  received  at 
the  lime  of  confiscation  shall  be  used  as  a  basis  of 
estimation. 

In  case  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  convert 
the  amount  of  the  salaries  mentioned  in  the  fore 
going  paragraphs  to  currency,  such  reckoning 
shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  Notification  No. 
138  issued  in  the  8th  year  of  Meiji  (1876)  by  the 
Daijokan. 

Art.  III. — Any  pei  son  wishing  to  receive  a 
grant  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Art.  I 
should  forward  an  application  to  the  Local  Office 
together  with  a  certificate  from  the  Law  Com  1  at 
which  the  sentence  relating  to  the  political  offence 
was  given,  or  from  the  Office  to  which  the  business 
transacted  at  the  Court  was  subsequently  trans 
fened;  such  cei  t  ificale  stating  that  the  requite 
ments  of  Art.  IV.  of  the  present  Law  have  been 
complied  with,  as  also  the  particulais  of  the  con- 
fiscation of  salary. 

Piovided  that  if  within  ihiee  months  compn 
from  the  day  on  which  the  present  Law  comes  mlo 
foice  such  certificate  is  not  applied  for  ;  or  if  w  ill 
in  one  month  computed  from  llie  day  on  which  ii  is 
not  foi  warded,  the  grant  mentioned  in  Art,  I.  can 
not  be  obtained, 

APPENDIX. 

By  "political  offences"  mentioned  in  the  pie 
sent  Law  are  meant  such  offences  as  are  recognized 
by  the  Com  tjwhich  originally  pronounced  the  sent- 
ence, or  by  the  Office  to  which  the  business  trans- 
acted at  the  Court  was  subsequently  transferred, 
as  offences  of  a  similar  nature  to  those  specified  in 
Arts.  117,  119,  121,  123,  125,  126,  127,  129,  130, 
131,  132,  133,  and  134  of  the  Criminal  Law. 
The  Bill  having  been  already  twice  before  the 
House,  no  detailed  explanation  was  required. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Committee  of  9 
nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Finance  in- 
troduced iheBillforamending  theTax Collecting 
Regulations,  and  refrained  from  making  any 
statement  about  it  as  it  had  been  fully  considered 
in  the  last  session..  He  asked  the  House  to 
entrust  to  the  Special  Committee  charged  to 
report  upon  this  Bill,  the  correlated  Bills  for 
amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  141  of  the 
22nd  year  of  Meiji  and  Law  No.  4  of  the  23rd 
year  of  Meiji. 

BILL  FOR  AMENDING  PORTIONS  OF  THE  TAX 

COLLECTING  REGULATIONS. 
In  the  Collection  of  National  Taxes,  Law  No. 
IX.,  issued  in  the  22nd  year  of  Meiji  (1 889).  the 
following  Amendments  and   additions  shall  be 
made :  — 

The  following  clause  shall  be  appended  in  Art. 
VI.:— 

In  case  a  tax-payer  is  deemed  unable  to  pay 
taxes  in  consequence  of  having  suffei  ed  from  an 
unusual  calamity,  national  or  otherwise,  the  Mini- 
ster for  Finance  may  defer  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding 12  months,  llie  collection  of  those  taxes 
which  were  yet  unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  disaster, 
and  in  the  case  of  those  taxes  which  fall  due  within 
6  months  after  llie  occin  rence  of  the  calamity,  to  a 
pei  iod  not  exceeding  12  months,  calculated  from 
the  time  at  which  those  taxes  become  due. 

Ait.  X. — Except  incases  wheie  special  provi- 


sions or  reasons  exist,  such  notice  or  intimation 
shall  be  issued,  where  there  is  a  prescribed  date 
for  payment  of  the  tax,  fifteen  days  previous  to 
that  date;  where  the  period  of  payment  extends 
over  several  days,  fifteen  days  previous  to  the  first 
day  ;  and  where  the  tax  is  an  extraordinary  one 
the  limit  of  time  shall  be  specially  fixed. 

Art.  XI. — In  the  case  set  forth  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  Art.  VIII.  each  tax  payer  shall  pay  the 
amount  of  his  tax  to  the  city,  town,  or  village 
treasurer,  and  on  receiving  a  receipt  bearing  the 
eal  of  the  [head  of  llie  city,  town,  or  village  as 
the  case  may  be]  treasurer  in  question,  shall  be 
held  to  have  fulfilled  his  obligation  to  pay  the  tax. 

In  the  case  as  set  forth  in  the  second  paragraph 
of  Art.  VIII.  each  tax-payer  shall  pay  his  tax  to 
the  local  treasury,  and  on  receiving  in  exchange 
[a]  the  proper  receipt  [with  a  special  note  at- 
tached, shall  hand  the  same  to  the  responsible 
official.  On  having  such  note  stamped  with  the 
seal  of  receipt]  shall  be  held  to  have  fulfilled  his 
obligation  to  pay  the  tax. 

Art.  XII. —  Heads  of  cities,  towns,  or  villages 
shall  receive  the  amount  of  the  tax  from  llie  trea- 
surer of  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  and  shall  transmit 
the  same  amount  of  taxes  collected  therein  to  the 
Treasury  and  on  receiving  a  receipt  thereforeyVww 
the  treasury  [with  a  special  note.  The  receipt  shall 
then  be  forwarded  to  the  responsible  official  who 
shall  return  such  note  stamped  with  the  seal  of 
receipt,  which  shall  discharge]  the  obligation  of 
such  [heads  of]  cities,  towns,  or  villages  shall  be 
held  discharged.  The  period  of  the  foregoing 
transmission  shall  be  within  three  days  calculated 
from  the  day  on  which  the  payment  of  the  taxes 
is  to  conclude. 

Art.  XIII. — Should  any  lax-payer  fail  to  make 
payment  of  the  amount  of  his  taxes  within  the 
presciibed  period,  the  nature  and  amount  of  the 
tax  in  arrears  and  the  name  and  address  of  the 
defaulter  should  be  reported  to  the  Government 
Treasurers — by  the  Head  of  the  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage in  question. 

Art.  XIV. — When  a  tax-payer  has  his  goods 
distrained,  or  is  declared  bankrupt  on  account  of 
debts  to  others,  his  taxes  shall  be  collected  in  ad- 
vance of  his  other  debts  even  though  the  time  of 
payment  of  such  taxes  has  not  arrived,  provided 
that  the  notice  or  intimation  has  been  issued.  In 
the  foregoing  event  taxes  on  sake  and  shoyu  which 
are  fixed  by  law,  should  be  collected  in  advance  of 
other  debts,  even  though  the  lime  of  payment  of 
such  tax  has  not  ariived. 

Art.  XVII. — If  full  three  years,  reckoning  from 
llie  day  following  that  on  which  the  lime  for  pay- 
ment of  a  tax  expires,  have  elapsed  and  no  notice 
or  intimation  as  hereinbefore  provided  has  been 
issued,  or  even  if  issued,  if  no  collection  has  been 
made  by  that  time,  the  taxpayer  shall  be  held  freed 
from  the  obligation  to  pay  the  tax. 

N.B. — In  the  above  draft  bill,  all  words  included  in  brackets 
are  intended  to  be  excised,  words  in  italics  are  for  insertion. 

The  three  Bills  were  entrusted  to  a  Special 
Committee  of  9  nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Bill  relating  to  expenditures  from  the 
Reserve  for  the  25th  financial  year  was  entrust- 
ed to  a  Special  Committee  of  9,  and  the  same 
Committee  was  ordered  to  report  upon  the  Bill 
relating  to  Expenditures  over  and  above  the 
Budgetary  Items  for  the  25th  financial  year, 
and  upon  the  Bill  relating  to  Expenditures  from 
the  Reserve  for  the  26th  financial  year. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Expenditures  from  the 
Surplus  Revenue  for  the  26th  year  was  handed 
to  a  Special  Committee  of  9  elected  by  the 
Sections,  the  same  Committee  being  ordered  to 
report  upon  the  Bill  relating  to  Expenditures 
from  the  Central  Famine  Relief  Fund. 

The  Resolution  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of 
the  last  House  of  Representatives  was  then 
read  as  follows  : — 


RESOLUTION  RELATING  TO  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Whereas,  the  Government  ordered  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  House  or  Representatives,  in  the  26th 
year  of  Meiji  in  its  fifth  session,  before  the  House 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  express  its  opinion,  and 
whereas  the  Government  did  not  publicly  an- 
nounce the  reason  of  the  dissolution,  therefore  it 
is  hereby  resolved  that  the  Government's  pro- 
cedure with  regard  to  the  dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  its  fifth  session  was  improper 
and  unconstitutional. 

The  President  announced  the  receipt  of  the 
following  Amendment  from  Mr.  Inugai  Ki  : — 
"  The  procedure  of  the  present  Cabinet  having 
been  wrong  and  improper,  this  House  cannot 
place  confidence  in  the  present  Cabinet." 

Mr.  Misaki  Kamenosuke  spoke  in  support  of 
the  original  Resolution.  He  did  not  for  a  mo- 
ment question  the  Government's  right  to  appeal 
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from  the  House  to  the  constituencies.  That  was 
a  matter  of  Imperial  Prerogative.  But  it  was 
necessary  that  some  good  reason  should  be 
given.  In  this  case  no  reason  had  been  given. 
The  measure  on  account  of  which  dissolution 
was  understood  to  have  been  ordered,  had  never 
been  even  discussed.  Twice  when  it  was  on 
the  verge  of  discussion  the  Government  had 
prorogued  the  House,  and  had  finally  dissolved 
it.  No  one  could  approve  such  procedure. 
They  had  all  seen  Count  Ilo's  explanation  given 
to  the  Peers,  and  they  must  all  agree  that  it  was 
an  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory  reason. 

Several  members  pressed  Mr.  Misaki  whether 
he  intended  the  Resolution  to  be  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence,  but  he  declined  to  make  any  ex- 
plicit statement. 

Mr.  Inugai  Ki  declared  that  not  the  smallest 
confidence  could  be  placed  in  the  present  Cabi- 
net. Everything  the  Cabinet  did  was  more  or 
less  faulty,  but  in  no  instance  did  it  show  any 
sign  of  amendment.  Its  foreign  policy  was 
simply  cowardly.  Look  at  its  failure  to  insist 
on  the  observance  of  the  Tientsin  Treaty,  and 
its  attitude  toward  Korea.  Even  in  the  case  of 
a  petty  State  like  Korea,  the  present  Ministers 
could  not  maintain  the  dignity  of  this  empire  or 
assert  its  rights.  What  possible  hope  was  there 
of  their  holding  their  own  vis-ci-vis  the  Great 
Powers  of  the  West  ?  What  conceivable  chance 
was  there  of  their  accomplishing  Treaty  Revi- 
sion ?  It  was  useless  to  discuss  the  details  of 
such  a  Cabinet's  doings.  Let  them  at  once 
vote  it  utterly  unworthy  of  public  confidence. 

Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  asked  whether  the  House 
was  to  understand  that  Mr.  Inugai's  sweeping 
denunciation  of  the  Government  included  the 
question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement. 
Mr.  Inugai  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi  moved  that  the  so-called 
Amendment  was  not  an  amendment  at  all. 
This  contention  caused  a  great  commotion. 
The  President  ruled  Mr.  Suzuki  out  of  order, 
and  the  commotion  increased  still  more. 

Mr.  Yamada  Toji  did  not  attempt  to  defend 
the  Cabinet's  procedure,  but  considered  that  Mr. 
Inugai  s  so-called  "Amendment"  was  merely 
a  device  to  retrieve  the  defeat  suffered  by  his 
Party  the  preceding  day  on  the  subject  of  the 
Address  to  the  Throne. 

Mr.  Wada  Hikojiro  contended  that  nothing- 
could  be  gained  by  passing  such  an  inverte- 
brate Resolution  as  that  before  the  House.  The 
Cabinet  had  proved  abundantly  that  it  did  not 
pay  the  smallest  respect  to  the  Constitution  and 
that  it  was  resolved  to  lay  its  own  sins  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Diet.  (At  this  point  Dr.  Hase- 
gawa  Tai  called  out  "  Bakka  Yaro,"  and  a 
commotion  arose.)  Mr.  Wada  criticised  Count 
Ito's  speech  on  the  16th  instant  as  contradictory 
and  insulting  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Shimada  Saburo  spoke  at  great  length  in 
support  of  the  Amendment.  He  dwelt  on 
the  importance  of  Strict  Enforcement  as  a 
means  to  achieve  the  end  of  Treaty  Revision, 
and  denied  altogether  that  the  measure  in- 
volved any  hostility  to  foreigners  or  any  de- 
sire to  keep  them  out  of  the  country.  The 
Government  by  it  organs  had  greatly  misled 
both  its  own  people  and  foreigners  in  that 
matter.  He  also  denounced  the  new  Hawaiian 
Treaty  as  establishing  the  false  principle  that 
the  opening  of  the  interior  was  to  be  the  price 
paid  for  the  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction 
alone,  and  he  declared  that  it  was  ridiculous  to 
imagine  that  such  a  Cabinet  as  the  present 
could  be  capable  of  concluding  satisfactory 
treaties  with  the  Great  Power  of  the  West. 

A  dispute  here  arose  between  Mr.  Inouye 
Kakugoro  and  the  President,  the  latter  having 
refused  to  allow  the  former  to  enter  into  an  ex- 
planation of  a  question  he  desired  to  pro- 
pound. Mr.  Inouye,  however,  yielded  finally 
to  the  President's  ruling. 

After  some  further  desultory  discussion,  a 
closed  ballot  was  taken  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Inugai's  Amendment,  when  139  voted  for  and 
149  against  the  Amendment. 

A  closed  ballot  was  then  taken  as  to  the 
original  Resolution,  when  131  voted  for  it  and 
148  against. 
The  House  rose  at  5.50  p.m. 


NEW  RAILWAY  PROJECTS  AND 
THE  RAILWAY  COUNCIL. 
♦ 

We  give  below  in  a  tabulated  form  a  list  of  the 
various  railway  projects  engaging  attention  at 
the  present  time  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  list  is  arranged  in  the  order  of  date 
on  which  applications  for  provisional  charters 
were  made  to  the  Authorities.  Such  charters, 
when  granted  in  cases  where  the  applicant  is 
already  an  established  railway  company,  give 
the  latter  the  privilege  of  surveying  the  districts 
through  which  the  proposed  line  is  to  pass, 
and  in  cases  where  applications  are  sent  in 
from  promoters  of  entirely  new  railway  pro- 
jects, the  provisional  charter  confers  the  right 
of  establishing  a  company  for  conducting  such 
surveys.  Applications  have  been  made  by  50 
different  companies  or  bodies  of  projectors  for 
over  70  different  lines  of  railway,  covering  a 
distance  of  over  1,800  miles,  which  will  involve 
an  aggregate  outlay  of  over  ven  80,000,000. 
The  first  project  on  the  list,  an  extension  of  the 
Kobu  Railway  from  Misaki-cho  to  Yorodzuyo- 
bashi,  Tokyo,  originated  in  1890.  With  this  ex- 
ception, the  proposed  new  lines  have  been  pro- 
jected within  the  last  twelve  months ;  and  the 
Railway  Bureau  and  its  staff  of  engineers  are 
said  to  have  had  an  exceedingly  busy  time  lately 
making  investigations  into  the  engineering  and 
financial  prospects  of  these  undertakings  for 
incorporation  in  the  reports  laid  before  the 
Railway  Council. 


Name  of  Railway. 


Distance, 
m.  ch. 


Estimated 
Cost. 
Yen. 


1,500,000 


4.00 
S.OO 
4.00 


38.40 


Kobu  Railway* — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 
Line— lidamachi  to  Yorozuyo- 

baslii  (Tokyo)  ,   1. 18  160,000 

Line — Yotsuya  via  Akasaka  to 

Iidamaclii  (Tokyo)   5. 12 

Toyokawa  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 
Line — Shinioji  to  Toyokawa... 
Line — Toyokawa  to  Shinjo  ... 
Line — Toyokawa  to  Kokubu... 
Settan  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 
Line — Oto  to  Sonobe,  Ikuse  to 

Mita  

Line — M'meda    (Osaka)  to 

Ftinaoka    34-00 

Line — M'meda    (Osaka)  via 

Yaniaka  to  Maizuru    67.00  3,000,000 

Line — M'meda  via.  Ayabe  to 

Maizuru    69.40 

Ryomo  Railway*— 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 
Line — Maebashi     to  Shibn- 

kawa   11.00 

Ota  Railway! — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Mito  to  Ono   6.00 

Sobu  Railway-)- — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Koiwa  to  Akabane   14.40 

Line — Cliiba  to  Hamano    4-4° 

Line— Hamano  to  Sliigeliara.     12. 40 

Line — Sakura  to  Narito   1500 

Line — Ichikawa  toFuse   17.00 

Line — 'Narito  to  Clioslli   30.00 

Line — Senju  to  Okawaguchi..  8.40 
Isominato  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Mito  to  Iwai    7.64 

Goyu  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Goyu  to  Toyokawa   6.00 

Osaka  Railway* — 
Grange — 3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Sakurai  to  Hase   3-30 

Kyoto  Railway — 
Gauge — 3  ft.  6  ins. 
Line — Kyoto  to  Maizuru,  Mi- 
yazu,     Fukuchiyama  and 

Wadayama   100.02  5,000,000 

Sakura  Railway — 
Gauge — 3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Sakura  to  Naito   7.71 

Shimosa  Railway — 
Gauge — 3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Sakura  to  Sawara    20.40 

Kayo  Railway — 
Gauge — 2  ft.  9  ins. 
Line — Kasliiwatato  Mikkaiclii  14.00 
Kizu-Naniwa  Railway — 
Gauge — 3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Kizu  to  Shijo    13.60  900,000 


50,000 
100,000 
40,000 


L35o,ooo 
1,500,000 


3,000,000 


300,000 


50,000 


600,000 
90,000 
250,000 
300,000 
425,000 
900,000 
425,000 


200,000 


75,000 


150,000 


130,000 


500,000 


300,000 


NlPPOM  Railway* — 
Gauge — 3  It.  6  ins. 

Line — Ueno  to  Shimbathi  (Ele- 
vated through  Tokyo)    3  60 

Line— Mito  to  Iwaoutna    '30.30 

Line — Nakazalo  to  Sumida- 

K«wa   3.0O 

Hankaku  Railway — 
Gauge  3  It.  6  ins. 
Lines — Sonezaki  to  Maizuru, 
and  Fukuchiyama  to  Yoshika  106.00 
Kika  Railway  — 
Gauge  2  ft.  y  ins. 
Lilies — Kizu    to    Shijo,  and 

Nagao  to  Yawalamaclii   22. 40 

Line — Yawata  to  Sllijd   — 

Hokuwa  Railway — 
Gauge  3  It.  6  ins. 

Line — Nai  a  to  Shijo    13  00 

Kiwa  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft,  6  ins. 

Line — Gojo  to  VVakayama  31.20 

Fushiki  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line— Fushiki  to  Takaoka    4,40 

Chiuwa  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Okidome  to  Kawatajo  ...  5.49 
Iga  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line— -Sakurai  to  Toba  68.50 

Line — Nabai  i  to  Ueno  n.00 

Futami  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 
Line — Uji  to  Yamada  and 

Futami    5.00 

Dzuso  Railway — 
Gauge  4  ft.  8|  ins. 
Lines — Kodzu  to  Yumoto,  and  Nu- 

madzu  to  Nanjo  17-58 

Chiuetsu  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line— Takaoka  to  Shirobata  ...20.00 
Boso  Railway! — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Lines — Ozuua  to  Tokane,  and  Ozuna 

to  Ichinorniya   18.07 

Lines — Tokane  to  Yokaicliiba,  and 

Sogainachi  to  Chiba   18.51 

Kaikyo  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Sakae  to  Hashimoto  22.00 

Sanuki  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line— Mai  ugametoTakamatsu  17.19 
Chikuho  Railway* — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Iizuka  to  Usui   5.00 

Line — Iizuka  to  Harada  or 
Tosu  and  Yamaka  to  Yoshii  21.00 
Seisei  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Sonezaki  to  Tenpozan  ...  4.56 
Arima  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Kobe  to  Yuyama   15.00 

Yamaga  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Yamaga  to  Ueki    10. 00 

Kano  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Tsubata  to  Nanao   34-70 

Toyo  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Iinaji  to  Malsuyama  ...  28.00 
Kisetsu  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Minalomaclii  (Osaka)  Waka- 

yama    40.00 

Bantan  Railway-}- — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Ikniio  to  Wadayama...  13.40 
Omi  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Hikone  to  Fukagawa  ..  26.00 
Kotsuke  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Takasaki  to  Shimonita.  16.00 
Hakata  Railway— 
Gauge  2  ft.  8  ins. 

Line — Hakata  to  Dazaifu   12.00 

Hoshu  Railway! — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Ikai  i  to  Yugeta    2. 10 

Kanto  Railway — 

Gauge  3  ft.  6  irs. 

Line — Hakodate  to  Shimoyu- 

gfawa    3.50 

Settsu  Railway* — 

Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line — Amagasaki    to  Ajikawa-dori 

(Osaka)    4,00 

Seiwa  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 


5,000,000 
5,640,000 

450,000 


5,500,000 


500,000 
250,000 


600,000 
1,400,000 
140,000 
130,000 


2,300,000 
200,000 


136,000 

500,000 
220,000 

450,000 
450,000 

1,500,000 

500,000 

129,000 
1,224,834 

300,000 

300,000 

265,000 

700,000 

300,000 

2,800,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 
200,000 

250,000 
198,512 

95>ooo 

300,000 
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Lines — Sakurai  lo  Tolia,  and  Kawai- 

mura  to  Tsu   90.00  4,500,000 

Bisei  Railway — 
Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 
Line — Tsushima     lo  Ichino- 

miya   10.00  200,000 

Nanso  Railway — 

Line— Hamano  to  Futtsu    —  1,100,000 

Bitsu  Railway — 

Gauge  2  ft.  6  ins. 

Line  —  Tsushima  to  Nagoya...  7.00  150,000 
Tosan  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Lines — Ebi   lo  Maeshiba,  Inamura 

and  Toyohastii   28.30  500,000 

Sakata  Railway — 
Gauge  3  fl.  6  ins. 

Line— Salcataminato  lo  Sliinjo  31.00  1,000,000 

Jobu  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 
Lines— Omiya  lo  Kumgae  and 

Tanaka  lo  Ogawamachi    ...    38.OO  1,200,000 
Saitama  Railway — 
Gauge  3  fl.  6  ins. 
Lines — Kilaadachigori  to  Omiya, 

and  Chicliihugori  to  Omiya.    50.00  1,500,000 
Hokuetsu  Railway— 
Gauge  3  fl.  6  ins. 
Line — Naoetsu  to  Shibata  via 

Niigata   95-°Q  3,700,000 

Ganetsu  Railway — 
Gauge  3  fl.  6  ins. 

Line— Koriyama  to  Niigata...  115.00  7,500,000 
Niigata  Railway — 
Gauge  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Line— Koriyama  to  Niigata...  115.00  5,500,000 
Totals  1,853.76  82,583,346 

*  Signifies  proposed  extension  of  lines  already  in  operation. 

t  Signifies  extension  proposed  by  Companies  whose  original 
lines  are  in  course  of  construction  and  not  yet  opened  for 
traffic.    The  others  are  entirely  new  projects. 

*  * 

The  third  session  of  the  Railway  Council 
met  at  the  customary  meeting  place  within  the 
Railway  Bureau,  on  alternate  days  since  the 
3rd  instant.  The  questions  dealt  with  consisted 
principally  of  the  reports  and  estimates  con- 
nected with  the  above  enumerated  private 
railway  projects.  The  Council  decided  to 
grant  the  following  applications: — 

Sobu  Railway  Company,  for  all  proposed  Ex- 
tensions. 

Kyoto  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization  of 
■  Company. 

Sakura  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization  of 
Company. 

Shimosa  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization 

of  Company. 
Nippon  Railway  Company,  for  Sumida-gawa 

Extension. 

Haukaku  Railway  Projectots,  for  Organization 

of  Company. 
Kiwa  Railway  Pi ojectoi s,  for  Organization  of 

Company. 

Chiuwa  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization  of 
Company. 

Boso  Railway  Company,  for  proposed  Exten- 
sions. 

SanuUi  Railway  Company,  for  proposed  Exten- 
sions. 

Chikuho  Railway  Company,  for  proposed  Ex- 
tensions. 

Yamaga  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization 

of  Company. 
Kano  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization  of 

Company. 

Kisetsu  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization  of 
Company. 

Banian  Railway  Company,  for  proposed  Ex- 
tensions. 

Omi  Railway  Piojectors,  for  Organization  of 
Company. 

Sakata  Railway  Projectois,  for  Organization  of 
Company. 

Hokuetsu  Railway  Projectois,  for  Organization 

of  Company. 
Ganetsu  Railway  Projectors,  for  Organization 
of  Company. 
The  following  applications  were  rejected  : — 
Kayo  Railway  Company. 
Futami  Railway  Company. 
Toyo  Railway  Company. 

»  * 

The  following  gentlemen  comprise  the  ptr- 
sonntl  of  the  present  Railway  Council  : — 

PRBSIDBNT. 

Lieut. -General  Kawakami  Soroku,  Vice  Chief  of 
the  General  Staff. 


MEMBERS. 

Major-General  Kodama  Gentaro,  Vice-  Minisetr 
of  War. 

Colonel  Terauchi  Seiki,  General  Staff. 
Major  Kamiliara  Yasaku,  General  Staff. 
Major  Yamane  Takesuke,  General  Staff. 
Caplain  Tsunoda  Hikoinat.su,  Navy  Department. 
Mr.  Sudzuki  Daisuke,  Vice-Minister  of  Communi- 
cations. 

Mr.  Matsumolo  Soicliiio,  C.E.,  Director  of  Rail- 
way Bureau. 

Mr.  Seugoku  Mitsugu,  C.E.,  Railway  Bureau. 

Mr.  Den  Kenjiro,  Director  of  Communications 
Bureau. 

Mr.  Nakahashi  Tokugoro,  Secretary,  Communi- 
cations Department. 

Mr.  Sone  Sliidzuo,  Director  of  Bureau  of  Taxes. 

Mr.  Ishiguro  Isoji,  C.E.,  Inspecting  Engineer, 
Agriculluie  and  Commerce  Department. 

Mr.  Wakamiya  Seion,  Director  of  Bureau  of  Com- 
meice  and  Industries, 

Mr.  Shibusawa  Eiiclii,  Pi  esideut  Tokyo  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Tamura  Taliei,  President  Osaka  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kawada  Koicbi,  President  Bank  of  Japan. 

Viscount  Inouye  Masaru,  Member  of  House  of 
Peers. 

Viscount  Holla  Seiyo,  Member  of  House  of  Peers. 

Mr.  Komuro  Shinobu,  Member  of  House  of  Peers. 

Mr.  Wakao  Ipp^i,  Member  of  House  of  Peers. 

Mr.  Minoura  Katsuto,  Member  of  House  of  Re- 
p  1  esentali  ves. 

Mr.  Iio  Dailiaclii,  Member  of  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

Mr.  Sato  Riji,  Member  of  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  Murano  Sanjin,  Member  of  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr.  Watanabe  Hiromotn,  President  Sanyo  Rail- 
way Company. 

Mr.  Mocliidzuki  Unai,  President  of  llie  Railway 
Union. 

Secretary. 
Mr.    Inuzuka    Kaisutaro,    Secretary,  Railway 
Bureau. 

Considerable  changes  have  taken  place  in 
this  body  since  the  last  session  of  the  Council, 
the  most  notable  being  the  entry  of  Viscount 
Inouye,  for  many  years  chief  of  the  Railway 
Bureau,  who  takes  the  place  of  General  Viscount 
Tani,  who  resigned  last  year,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Mocliidzuki,  the  head  of  the  Railway 
Union.  The  abnormal  predominance  of  the 
"  war  element  "  is  still  maintained.  The  Council 
met  on  Sunday  last,  and  having  settled  all  the 
more  important  questions,  decided  to  adjourn 
sine  die.  It  is  not  likely  to  be  convened  again 
for  at  least  a  week  or  ten  days. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Our  readers  ust  distinctly  understa  nd  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  senti  ents  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom. 1 


"  PAUL  ANJIRO." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — In  a  letter  of  May  8tli,  Mr.  Dieust  kindly 
offers  that,  under  certain  conditions,  lie  "will 
gladly  tell  me  all  about  Paul  Anjiro."  Despite  the 
assumed  haughty  tone  af  his  letter,  I  think  it  must 
be  clear  to  him  that  I  know  more  about  "  Paul 
Anjiro  "  than  he  is  ever  likely  to  translate  from  his 
"  marked  "  book  or  to  learn  from  other  sources  at 
his  disposal.  Bui  the  moral  code  of  the  literary 
world  demands  that  a  translator  who  "  indulges 
the  hope  to  increase  our  knowledge  "  should  name 
the  book  which  he  claims  "  lo  give  lo  the  public  in 
English." 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  Z.  Y. 

Tokyo,  May  nth,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  I  fail  to  understand  Mr.  Dienst.  I  did 
not  pretend  to  criticise  his  work — a  bare  transla- 
tion— I  merely  ventured  to  advise  him  that  lie  was 
wasting  his  time  and  labour  on  a  useless  work. 
Fancy  a  person  laying  hands  on  a  Japanese  book, 
—say  a  treatise  on  astronomy — being  an  avowed 
translation  from  a  French  work,  who  on  earth 
would  think  of  translating  this  Japanese  book  into 
English  !  If  such  a  woik  were  thought  absolutely 
necessary,  would  it  not  be  more  rational  lo  translate 
from  the  original  Fiench?  This  is  the  case  with 
Mr.  Dienst.  If  the  Japanese  version  had  contained 


soine  new  and  genuine  remarks  or  notes,  adding 
to  our  knowledge  of  that  eventful  period,  or  if  the 
French  book  had  been  lost,  the  matter  would  have 
been  different.  But  it  has  not  been  lost  ;  a  Fiench 
book  of  the  18th  cenluiy  cannot  be  lost,  and  not- 
withstanding the  strange  denial  of  Mr.  Diensl,  I 
positively  maintain  that  the  original  work  was 
Cliatlevoise's  or  a  work  directly  derived  from  it, 
therefore  "  the  authenticity  of  the  work  and  the 
correctness  of  the  history  it  records"  aie  not  in 
question. 

That  there  aie  "very  many  who  have  not  heard 
or  read  but  little  on  the  matter  contained  in  '  Paul 
Anjiro  '  "  goes  without  saying,  but  that  can  be  no 
justification.  If  a  person  desires  to  know  some- 
thing of  that  period  he  has  heller  sources  of  in- 
formation than  a  mutilated  1  elranslation  of  an 
original  work,  and  let  it  be  clearly  understood  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  Mr.  Dieusl's  scholarship, 
neither  was  it  my  intention  to  criticise  his  transla- 
tion, but  those  who  have  some  knowledge  of  the 
mechanism  of  Oriental  tongues  know  what  must 
he  involved  in  a  translation  from  French  hub 
Japanese  and  a  subsequent  retranslation  into 
English.    To  take  an  instance  at  random,  who 

would  believe  that  by  "  Xavier  perceived 

that  he  (Anjiro)  was  able  to  begin  the  Study  of 
the  Ethics  of  Igias.  He  ordered  the  Superinten- 
dent, Casimid  Tray,  to  teach  him  regularly 
the  laws  given  in  the  book  of  Igias,  and  requested 
Paul  to  meditate  much.  Paul  did  what  the  Saint 
commanded  him  to  do.  He  was  at  one  time  in 
meditation  for  thiity  days,  regularly  four  limes  a 
day  and  once  every  night  (the  length  of  time 
spent  in  these  periods  of  meditation  is  not  stated)," 
who,  I  repeat,  would  lake  the  above  to  mean  that 
Xavier,  perceiving  that  Anjiro,  afler  his  baptism, 
was  endowed  with  great  sanctity,  caused  him  to 
begin,  under  the  direction  of  Father  de  Tonez, 
the  spiritual  exercises  of  St.  Ignace,  and  that  this 
letieai  lasted  thiity  days? 

In  conclusion  "  Z.Y."  stigmatised  Mr.  Dienst's 
work  (!)  as  "  Scholarly  Topsy-Tur vydom."  The 
phrase  is  hard,  but  just. 

Yours  faithfully,  F.  Dz. 

Yokohama,  May  1 3 ill,  1894. 


A  NUISANCE  IN  A  POLICE  STATION. 


To  the  Editou  of  the  "  japan  Mail.'' 
Sir,  —  I  would  thank  you  for  a  few  lines  of  space 
in  which  to  add  my  testimony  lo  that  of  previous 
correspondents  in  regard  lo  the  nuisance  created 
by  the  Police  in  the  Bluff  Station  in  the  matter  of 
horn-blowing.  I  can  easily  uudeistand  what  those 
persons  must  suffer  who  live  close  to  the  Station 
from  the  irritation  and  annoyance  fell  by  eveiyone 
in  my  house,  which  is  some  distance  away.  But 
your  correspondents  suggest  no  remedy.  As  it 
would  probably  be  useless  to  appeal  to  the  feelings 
of  the  Police  Inspector,  I  propose  that  a  petition 
be  drawn  up  and  presented  to  Mr.  Nakano.  I 
believe  that  the  Police  of  the  Ken  are  under  the 
orders  of  the  Governor,  and  that  he  would  be 
entirely  on  the  side  of  the  large  number  of  persons 
who  must  at  present  be  sufferers  from  what  is 
clearly  an  unmitigated  nuisance. 

Yours  truly,  OLD  RESIDENT. 

Yokohama,  May  nth,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — Kindly  permit  me  to  make  a  few  remai  ks 
in  answer  lo  your  correspondent,  "  Anti-rappa." 
Anything  done  with  a  useful  object  in  view, 
although  such  deed  may  be,  in  the  minds  of  some, 
a  nuisance,  still — such  a  nuisance  in  my  humble 
opinion  may  be  excused  by  all. 

Peihaps,  if  "Anti-rappa"  consulted  the  Police 
authorities  as  to  why  some  of  the  constables  prac- 
tise playing  on  the  bugle,  before  he  sat  down  to 
write  his  correspondence,  the  word  nuisance  might 
have  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

I  am  loo  ignorant  to  understand  the  logic  of  the 
two  following  sentences  from  Auti-i  appa's  pen  : — 
"  In  fact  musiccould  not  be  played  on  the  wretched 
thing.  It  begins  somewhat  like  'cease  firing,1 
and  in  the  middle  for  a  few  notes  reminds  one  of 
'stables.'"  Simple  toot-tool-toot  is  all  this  bugle 
can  do;  and  toot-loot-toot  calls  back  to  one's 
memory  (in  a  mild  form)  the  bugle  call  of  "cease 
firing;"  and  a  few  notes  of  this  toot-toot-toot  remind 
one  of  "stables."  How  times  must  have  changed  ! 
even  the  bugle  calls  are  not  what  they  used  to  be; 
Which  gallant  army  and  what  branch  of  the 
latter,  adopts  the  toot-loot-toot?  "  Is  like  nothing 
that  ever  was  blown  in  any  camp  in  the  world; 
with  all  respect  and  reverence  O  Wellington, 
O  Mollke,  O  Napoleon,  did  ye  know  so  much  ? 
"  Anti-rappa  "  is  not  a  nervous  man,  but  still,  the 
sounds  of  the  bugle  are,  to  him  fearful  !  awful!! 
horrible  !!!  As  "  Anti-rappa  "  concludes  his  cone- 
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spondence  by  writing  about  tin  horns,  lie  or 
servant  evidently  don't  know  whether  the  sound 
issues  from  a  In  ass  or  tin  instrument. 

And,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  "  Ami  rappa  "  might 
have  gone  to  the  Bluff  Police  Station  and  seen  the 
bugles  for  himself,  without  trying  to  ridicule,  un- 
justly, the  metal  of  the  instruments  in  question. 
Fun  is  fun,  and  a  joke  is  a  joke,  but  a  public 
lidicule  in  a  newspaper,  and  an  unjust  one  at  thai, 
is  1101  the  way  to  biing  about  a  kindly  feeling  be- 
tween  the  Police  and  foreigners;  and  who  can 
wonder  at  it  ? 

Thanking  you,  in  anticipation,  for  inserting  this 
letter, 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Yokohama,  May  iolh,  i8g4.  BRITISH. 


BUDDHIST  PRAYER-WHEELS  IN  JAPAN 

To  the  Editor. of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

SlR, — I"  a  paragraph  contained  in  your  issue 
of  the  loth  inst.,  I  observed,  the  writer  expresses 
doubt  of  the  '*  existence  of  prayer-wheels"  being 
known  to  the  Japanese." 

No  longer  ago  than  the  month  of  December, 
1891,  there  was  in  existence,  at  Higane-san,  on  the 
mountain  road  which  leads  from  Atami  to  Hakone, 
just  by  the  side  of  the  path  at  the  last  place  where 
the  tourist  usually  rests  before  reaching  the  top  of 
what  is  commonly  known  as  the  Ten  Province 
Pass,  one  of  those  wheels,  made  of  wood;  and  I 
bave  seen  the  passing  pedestrian  give  it  a  turn. 
No  doubt  the  wheel  is  there  still. 

Many  years  ago  there  was  such  a  wheel  at 
Bukenji,  behind  Kanagawa,  by  the  foot  path,  near 
the  top  of  the  ridge,  before  you  descend  to  the 
monastery.  I  looked  for  it  there  lately,  but  it 
seems  to  have  now  disappeared, — as  many  othei 
things  are  disappearing,  in  modern  Japan. 

At    Hasedera,    in    Yamato,   a  fortune-telling 
wheel,  or  pair  of  wheels,  may  be  seen  at  the  back 
of  the  hall  of  the  monastery,— but  the  idea  there  is 
not  quite  the  same  as  that  of  the  prayer,— 01 
vocation-wheel. 

Yours  truly,  TESTIS 

Yokohama,  May  12th,  1894. 


manufacture  the.  s»ma  artistic  papers  such  as  are 
made  at  IheYamaji  Hekislii  Seisoaho. 

The  above  being  the  teal  and  true  facts,  I  have 
to  conclude,  that  ihe  Statement  in  your  paper  of 
the  261b  tilt.,  is  a  misrepresentation,  and  as  such 
information  may  cause  me  harm  and  mislead 
Others,  I  hav«  been  compelled  to  solicit  your 
favout,  to  rectify  that  part  of  your  at  tide  concern- 
ing the  Oiieutal  Wall  Paper  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, which  concern  you  declare  as  having  suc- 
ceeded to  the  official  entei  prise  of  the  Insatsu 
Kyoku. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged,  if  you  will  kindly  insert 
this  letter  is  your  daily  paper  to  let  the  public 
know  the  true  facts. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  truly.  R.  YAM  A  J  I. 

Tokyo,  May  12th,  1894. 

ITnis  letter  appears  to  be  little  more  than  an  advertisement. 
But  if  Mr.  Yamaji  considers  that  he  has  heen  injured,  we  have 
no  objection  to  publish  his  letter.— Ed.  J.M.] 


ORIENTAL  WALL  PAPER. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir, —  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  in  your 
leading  article  of  the  261I1  ult.  concerning  the 
Oriental  Wall  Paper  Manufacturing  Company, 
there  are  unfortunately  some  mistakes  and  mis- 
representations, and  in  order  to  rectify  the  said 
statements,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  with  the  follow 
ing  facts,  viz.  : — I  have  myself  been  engaged  foi 
about  ten  years  as  manager  of  the  Wall  Papei 
Manufactory,  formerly  carried  on  by  the  Insatsu 
Kyoku,  Printing  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  and  it  was  in  the  year  1890  that  I 
resigned  that  office,  just  at  the  time  when  the 
Printing  Bureau  discontinued  the  manufacture  of 
Wall  Paper.  Having  been  engaged  for  so  many 
years  in  this  line  of  business,  I  soon  after,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Minister  of  State  for  the  Treasury 
of  the  Japanese  Government,  erected  a  new  and 
spacious  factory  at  No.  40,  Suidocho,  Ushigome- 
Ku,  Tokyo  now  called  the  "Yamaji  Hekislii 
Seizosho."  I  bought  all  the  blocks,  patterns  and 
other  necessary  utensils,  formerly  used  by  the 
"  Government  Factory,"  when  they  wei  e  put  up  for 
sale,  and  all  the  artisans  of  the  Insatsu  Kyoku, 
factory  joined  me  and  are  still  in  my  employ.  In- 
deed, lam  carrying  on  the  business  at  the  same 
place  and  under  the  same  conditions  as  before. 
The  aforesaid  blocks  and  patterns  and  other  uten 
sils,  purchased  by  me  from  the  Government  Print- 
ing Bureau,  are  still  in  my  possession,  and  there- 
fore the  statement  in  your  paper  that  the  Oriental 
Wall  Paper  Manufacturing  Company,  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  same,  is  a  misrepresentation.  As 
almost  all  the  best  kind  of  patterns  and  blocks 
purchased  by  me  from  the  Insatsu  Kyoku,  and  the 
others  which  have  been  manufactured  in  my  factory 
are  now  and  have  been  for  years  registered  in  my 
sole  name  at  the  Government  Patent  Office  in 
Tokyo,  no  other  factory  can  manufacture  the  same 
patterns  as  those  produced  at  my  establishment. 

Our  monthly  production  is  about  one  thousand 
rolls,  which  quantity  is  taken  solely  by  Messrs. 
Rottmann,  &  Co.,  London,  formerly  known  as 
Rottman,  Strome  8c  Co.  ;  besides  we  are  con- 
stantly improving  our  factory  and  turning  out 
new  and  artistic  designs,  for  which  purpose  we 
have  special  artists  in  Europe,  studying  the  taste 
and  fashion  prevailing  there.  I  repeat  again  that 
almost  all  our  blocks  and  designs  are  patented,  so 
that  neither  the  so-called  Oriental  Wall  Paper 
Manufacturing  Co.  nor   any  other  factory,  can 


MISS  IMHOF. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sik,— In  a  lecenl  issue  of  your  paper  appears 
an  account  of  the  assault  upon  Miss  Imhof,  trans- 
lated fiom  the  Jiji  Shimpo.  As  that  paper  was 
not  exact  in  reporting  the  occurence,  I  wish  to  give 
you  the  particulars,  hoping  that  both  your  paper 
and  the  Jiji  Shimpo  may  give  room  for  a  true 
statement.  Miss  Imhof  is  a  teacher  in  ihe  Yone- 
zawa  Eiwa-jo  Gakko.  Upon  the  29th  ultimo,  it 
being  the  anniversary  of  the  festival  of  the  Uyesugi 
Shrine,  permission  was  asked  by  the  pastors  of  the 
two  Christian  Churches  of  the  place  to  hold  an 
open  air  meeting,  which  request  was  granted  by 
the  authorities,  a  policeman  being  in  attendance. 

The  meeting  was  not  within  the  enclosure  of  the 
shrine,  but  in  the  public  park,  adjoining. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  at  which 
such  good  oider  prevailed  that  it  was  decided  to 
hold  one  in  the  evening  also.  The  speakers  at 
both  meetings  were  men,  Japanese,  the  pastors 
and  others,  Miss  Imhof  going  by  request  to  assist 
in  the  singing,  which,  aside  from  dest.  ibuting 
tracts  and  picture  cards,  was  the  only  part  she  took. 

In  the  evening  good  attention  was  given  till  one 
of  the  young  men,  a  student,  rather  unwisely 
charged  the  people  with  worshipping  idols  that 
were  not  gods,  when  they  became  somewhat 
noisy,  though  not  interrupting  the  speakers,  who 
finished  the  meeting  in  good  order. 

After  the  close  of  the  meeting,  and  as  Miss 
Imhof  was  reaching  up  to  take  down  her  foreign 
lantern,  a  stone,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  first 
and  only  one,  was  thrown,  striking  her  in  the 
right  eye— breaking  her  spectacles,  some  peices  of 
the  glass  entering  the  eye. 

A  Japanese  physician  was  called,  who  removed 
the  pieces  and  who  is  now  caring  for  the  patient. 
He  is  an  able  man  and  seems  to  be  doing  all  thai 
can  be  done.  He  hopes  that  after  the  eye  has 
healed— by  an  operation  similar  to  that  performed 
for  cataract,  partial  vision  may  be  restored  to  the 
injured  eye. 

No  one  imagines  that  the  offender  had  any 
intention  of  doing  personal  injury,  but  that  he 
thought  it  a  fine  opportunity  for  a  practical  joke, 
by  breaking  the  foreign  lantern  and  frightening 
the  foreign  lady. 

Miss  Imhof  is  much  respected  and  loved  by  the 
people  of  Yonezawa  for  her  kind  and  gentle  spirit, 
and  they  all  are  greatly  distressed  that  this  ac- 
cident should  befall  her.  The  Governor,  Mayor 
and  other  officials  called  or  sent  messengers  ex 
pressing  their  regret  and  inquiring  as  to  her  pro- 
gress. Not  only  the  Christians,  but  11011. Christians 
send  her  the  most  touching  and  heartfelt  letters 
of  sympathy. 

Miss  Imhof  is  very  thankful  for  the  kindness 
shown  by  the  people,  and  has  not  the  least  bitter- 
ness, even  toward  the  one,  unknown  to  her,  who 
has  caused  her  so  much  suffering  and  anxiety 
She  thinks  it  simply  an  accident,  unintentional 
at  least,  of  serious  results. 

Yours  very  truly,  H.W.S. 
May  12th,  1894. 


SUPERSTITIOUS  IDEAS  OF  GREAT  MEN. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

w  m'"^A,I.?.W  ,,me  t0  thank  y°,lr  correspondent 
Will  Patt.llo  for  his  recent  letter  criticising  a 
journalists  reference  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  supersti- 
tious ideas  with  regard  to  Sunday  observance. 
1  his  style  of  journalistic  reference  to  our  great 
"\e"  AT  ,become  much  to  common.  The  fact  that 
Mr  Crladstone  has  accomplished  work  in  politics 
and  literature  which  has  called  forth  "the  admir- 
atinn  and  wonder  of  the  world  "  ought  lo  be  quite 
sufficient  to  prove  that  his  views  on  religion  and 
supernaturalism  are  correct,  and  his  success  in  one 


held  should  place  him  beyond  the  reach  of  criticism 
in  another.  This  spn  it  of  ci  ilicism  of  0111  great  men 
is  being  Carried  to  the  most  extreme  and  dangei  - 
ous  lengths.  Some  time  ago  I  remember  reading 
a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  stating  that  the  great 
Dr.  Johnson  was  in  the  habit  of  touching  every  post 
between  ihe  coffee  house  where  he  had  spent  the 
evening  and  his  lodging,  and  that  if  he  was 
undecided  on  teaching  his  door  whethei  he  had 
touched  them  all  he  would  go  back  and  begin  all 
over  again.  This  was  followed  by  some  remarks 
regretting  that  a  great  mind  could  allow  itself  to 
be  enslaved  by  such  trifles.  Here  was  a  join  nalist 
who  was  no  moie  capable  of  doing  ihe  gieat  and 
valuable  work  in  literature  accomplished  by  Dr. 
Johnson  than  of  writing  Shakespeare's  plays,  actu- 
ally pitying  him  for  a  habit  which  may  possibly  have 
done  much  to  ensure  his  greatness  !  For  myself, 
what  I  did  upon  leading  the  paragraph  was  to 
touch  every  post  I  have  since  passed  in  the  hope 
that  I  might  thusabsorb  some  of  the  great  Doctor's 
genius. 

The  principle  might  be  applied  further,  for  I 
see  no  reason  why  genius  should  not  consecrate 
even  great  men's  so  called  vices.  Richard  Steele 
gave  way  to  drink,  and  wrote  some  excellent 
articles  for  the  Spectator  ;  Coleridge  became  an 
opium-eater,  and  wrote  "Kubla  Khan."  Are  we  In 
say  there  is  no  connection  between  these  things  f 
Instead  of  criticism,  would  it  not  be  belter  for  us  to 
humbly  acknowledge  it  as  possible,  nay,  probable, 
that  to  indulgence  in  wine  and  opium  these  men' 
owed  the  greatness  of  intellect  which  enabled 
them  to  accomplish  such  marvellous  woik.  As 
to  Coleridge,  it  has  indeed  been  pointed  out  by  a 
recent  wi  iter  that  it  was  only  after  he  commenced 
indulgence  in  his  favourite  drug  that  his  genius 
was  recognised  by  the  world,  so  there  is  something 
in  my  theory  which  deserves  investigation. 

Instead  of  criticising  our  betters,  therefore,  let 
us  in  future  be  superstitious  with  Gladstone  and 
Johnson,  intoxicated  with  Steele,  and  an  opium 
slave  with  Coleridge,  that  we  may  in  some  measure 
approach  the  greatness  of  these  men  in  their 
various  fields  of  labour. 

Enclosing  my  card,  I  am,  yours,  &c, 

HERO  WORSHIPPER. 

May  17th,  1894. 


THE  DIET  AND  THE  EMPEROR. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — In  to-day's  issue  of  the  Japan  Mail  you 
publish  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  text  of  an  Ad- 
diess  to  the  Throne  emanating  from  the  allied 
Opposition  parties,  members  of  the  Diet.    If  such 
a  document  finds  for  its  supporters  a  majority  of 
the  Diet  it  will  be  conclusive  that,  although  a  pro- 
fession of  loyally  is  vouchsafed,  there  is  a  deter- 
mination to  obstruct  the  Government  regardless 
of  consequences.    The  wording  of  the  Address  is 
not  only  implacably  hostile  to  the  Ministry  but 
insolent  lo  His  Majesty.    Not  only  is  it  insolent, 
but  it  is  more,  it  is  threatening.    After  enumerat- 
ing the  alleged  offences  of  ihe  Ministry,  asserting 
that  "  nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the  pur- 
poses of  Constitutional   Government,  or  more  at 
variance  with  the  obligations  that  the  Ministers 
of  State  owe  to  your  Majesty  as  your  Majesty's 
advisers,"  a  concise  indictment  indeed,  when, 
read  in  connection  with  the  demand  made  upon 
His  Majesty  in  the  following  sentence,  "Unless 
the  Ministers  of  State  be  held  responsible  for 
such  neglect  of   duty,    it    is   the  apprehension 
of  your  Majesty's   humble  servant  and  otheis, 
that  the  result  may  be  the  alienation  of  the  people's 
hearts  at  home  and  loweiing  of  the  national  pres- 
tige abroad,  leading  finally  to  inoperativeness  of 
the  Constitution  and  even  decadence  of  the  Im- 
perial House."    As  the  Ministry  is  responsible  to 
His  Majesty  solely  and  as  His  Majesty  has  so 
far  approved  the  acts  of  his  Ministers,  the  above 
avowal  is  a  threat  direct  to  His  Majesty.    No  more 
bald  or  naked  avowal  of  contemplated  (reason 
could  be  made  than  is  conveyed  in  ihe  alternative 
proposition.     The  inference  is  that  His  Majesty 
has  allowed  his  Ministers  to  act  as  being  with- 
out responsibility.    The  pith  of  the  Address  is 
as    much    of   an   arraignment  of    His  Majesty 
as  it  is  of  the  Ministry.    And  yet  the  House  of 
Representatives,  has  the  audacity  to  say — "  But 
they  now  once  more  venture,  with  profound  reve- 
rence, to  invoke  Your  Majesty's  gracious  decision 
on  matteis  vitally  connected  with  the  destiny  of 
the  nation."     The   Diet    is  anxious  about  the 
prestige  abroad.    If  the  supporters  of  this  Address 
to  the  Tl  irone  could  understand  the  situation  they 
would  know  that  they  are  traitors  and  bringing 
contempt  not  only  upon  themselves  but  upon  the 
Empire. 

Yours  truly,  x. 
Yokohama,  May  i6th,  1894. 
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LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 

 ♦  

(From  Our  Own  Correspondent). 

Chicago,  April  23rd. 
Mr.  Frank  G.  Carpenter's  letters  of  travel  are 
appearing  from  time  to  time  ill  the  Herald  of  tins 
city.    The  first  one  which  told  of  his  trip  from 
Chicago  to  Yokohama,  and  gave  first  impressions 
of  Japan,  only  le-iterated  the  same  old  facts, 
gained  evidently  at  second-hand.    The  next  lettei 
was  a  slight  improvement  in  that  it  contained 
interesting  statistics  concerning  the  cost  of  living 
in  Japan.    The  illustrations  are  far  from  excellent. 
•  •  "  The  Wee  Ones  of  Japan,"  by  Mae  W.  Si.  John 
Bramhall,  is  chiefly,  "if  not  entirely,  a  repiim  of 
articles  which  apoeared  in  Harper's  Bazaar,  and 
is  published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.     It  is  finely 
illustrated   by  C.   D.  Weldon,  and  is,  with  the 
exception  of  a  tendency  to  "gush,"  a  very  charm- 
ing story  of  child-life  in  Japan.    It  is  maned  by 
mistakes,  mostly  typographical,  in  transliterations 
but  is,  after  all,  a  valuable  little  book. 

The  following  appreciative  item  is  fiom  the 
Chicago  Herald : — 


All  America,  and  Chicago  in  particular,  will  wish  the  Japanese 
eood  luck  in  their  great  national  exposition  which  is  to  be  hem 
at  Hiogo  next  year.  |apan  has  been  advancing  steadi  y  in 
civili»ation  since  1854,  when  the  American  fleet,  under  Com- 
modore M.  C.  Perry,  opened  up  the  country  to  intercourse  with 
western  nations.  1  he  Japanese  have  progressed  at  a  rate  that 
it  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  so-called  barbarous  nations. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  their  civilization  is  far  older  than  our  own, 
though  of  a  different  type.  They  have,  however  chosen  to  adopt 
European  rather  than  Asiatic  modes  of  thought  and  progress, 
and  in  some  particulars  they  have  outstripped  their  tutors.  1  he 
coming  exposition  is  their  first  attempt  to  meet  the  nations  of 
the  west  on  their  own  ground.  That  it  will  be  a  success  will 
not  be  doubted  by  anyone  who  has  watched  the  progress  of  the 
Japanese  nation  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  those  who  r<=mem- 
t.er  the  Japanese  section  at  the  World's  Fair  will  be  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  exposition-makers  of  other  countries  will  find 
that  a  pace  has  been  set  for  them  when  the  big  fair  at  Hiogo  is 
opened. 

The  latest  news  with  reference  to  Samoan  affaii  s 
is  that  the  government  of  New  Zealand  wishes  to 
annex  Samoa,  and  has  made  to  Great  Bmain  a 
suggestion  to  that  effect.  It  is  also  stated,  that 
theSamoans  themselves  are  not  at  all  aveise  to 
that  plan. 

There  have  been  no  advices  fiom  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  since  my  last  letter,  and  at  this  end  there 
has  been  absolutely  nothing  on  that  subject.  From 
Brazil  also,  though  conflicting  reports  have  come, 
there  is  nothing  at  all  of  a  positive  or  important 
nature. 

It  is  seems  quite  unlikely  now  that  any  of  the 
territories  will  be  admitted  tostalehood.  Bills  for 
the  admission  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  have 
passed  the  House  of  Repi esentalions,  but  are  con- 
veniently "  stuck  "  in  the  Senate.  The  Demo- 
crats are  afraid  that  the  new  states  would  elect 
Republican  Senators;  and  the  Republicans  know 
that  the  new  Senators  would  surely  be  advocates 
of  the  free  coinage  of  silver.  It  is,  moreover,  very 
much  to  be  doubted  whether  any  territory  is  yet  fit 
for  statehood. 

The  ..ecological  list  this  time  includes  General 
Henry  W.  Slocum,  who  served  with  honour  in  the 
Union  army  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives; 
Senator  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  who  served  with  credit 
in  the  Confederate  army,  in  the  governorship  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  House  of  Represenlatives 
and  in  the  Senate  ;  ex  Governor  and  ex  Senator 
James  M.  Harvey,  of  Kansas;  Henry  S.Ives, 
the  "  Napoleon  of  Finance  "  and  infamous  "  tail- 
road  wiecker,"  at  a  very  early  age  (29?)  ;  and  ex- 
Governor  and  ex-Congressman  James  W.  Throck- 
morton, of  Texas. 

J.  T.  Jarvis,  whoever  he  may  be,  has  been  ap- 
pointed U.  S.  Senator  to  succeed  Vance. 

The  Coloiado  Supieme  Court  has  rendered  a 
decision  upholding  Governor  Waile  in  his  claim 
to  a  legal  right  to  remove  the  Denver  Police  and 
Fire  Commissioners. 
The  following  dispatch  speaks  for  itself  :  — 
Columbia,  S.  C,  April  ji.— Every  dispensary  in  the  state 
closed  to-day.    Governor  Tillman  was  in  a  jocular  mood  this 
morning.  ,  , 

-  There  is  no  dispensary,"  he  answered,  with  emphasis.^ 
"What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  liquor  on  hand?  was 

""On,  well,"  said  the  governor,  "that  is  a  matter  for  the 
legislature  to  6ay."  .    .    .  ,.!..„ 1P, 

•«  Are  yon  going  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  i 
••  I  won't  say  anything  about  what  I'm  going  to  do,  but  I  will 
tell  you  what  I  have  already  done.    I  discharged  the  constables, 
ordered  all  the  dispensaries  to  close  and  quit  business  as  state 
barkeepers.   The  state  bar  has  ceased  operations  and  gone  into 

summer  quarters  for  repairs."  '   

No  licenses  to  sell  whisky  have  been  applied  for  or  granted 
here,  but  the  blind  tigers  are  doing  a  big  business  and  railroads 
are  hauling  liquor  into  the  state. 

Mayor  Hopkins  of  this  city  is  receiving  the 
liearly  commendation  of  all  "  West  Side, s,"  irres- 
pective of  politics,  because  he  has  refused  the 
request  of  the  Gotfield  Park  Club  for  a  license. 
"  South- Siders"  are  now  hoping  that  he  will  treat 
similatly  the  Washington  Park  Club.  The  clubs 
at  both  places  have  encouraged  gambling  in  con- 
nection  with  the  races,  which  have  been  the  begin- 
ning and  the  cause  of  many  a  young  man's 
downfall. 


Mis.  Potter  Palmer  is  at  work  on  a  history  of 
women's  woik  at  the  Wot  Id's  Fair,  and  hopes  to 
finish  it  by  July.  In  August  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potle. 
Palmer  expect  to  sail  for  Japan,  China,  and  India. 

The  Field  Columbian  Museum  has  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  secure  some  rate  Egyptian  curios  in 
the  line  of  mummies  and  their  appurtenances. 

This  country  is  the  camping-ground  of  several 
armies,  all  of  which  are  on  their  way  to  Washing- 
ton. They  come  from  the  liast  and  from  the 
West,  from  the  North  and  from  the  South.  The 
"original"  army  under  Coxey  has  been  marching, 
chiefly  along  the  old  national  turnpike,  through 
Maryland,  and  yesterday  was  resting  in  "  Camp 
Nazareth,"  Hagerstown.  Texas  was  the  starting- 
point  of  another  army  under  "General"  Frye  ; 
and  Wilmington,  Ohio,  was  the  last  place  from 
which  the  remnant  of  them  hailed.  A  Boston 
division  was  yesterday  attacked  by  a  mob  and 
roughly  handled.  But  the  most  excitement  has 
lately  been  caused  by  "  General  "  Kelly's  "  west- 
ern army."  ,•'•/•'  U     •  .1 

This  body  was  treated  in  Omaha  with  some 
kindness  on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  who,  never- 
theless, were  relieved  when  it  crossed  the  line  into 
Iowa  '  Here  the  army  found  itself  not  at  all  wel- 
come, especially  at  Council  Bluffs,  where  it  was 
stranded  for  a  few  days.  Several  companies  of 
the  stale  militia  went  with  the  Governor  to  that 
place  and  put  the  army's  camp  on  the  Chau- 
tauqua grounds  under  martial  law.  Efforts  were 
made  by  the  citizens  of  Council  Bluffs  to  secure 
free  transportation  by  rail  to  Chicago!  But  the 
railroads  all  declined  to  inlerfe.e,  and  refused  to 
cany  any  of  the  army  except  as  passenge.s  at 
regular  rales.  Finally,  on  the  I9th,  the  men 
started  out  on  foot,  but  did  not  get  any  farther 
that  day  than  Weston,  9  miles  distant.  Here  the 
farmers  took  pity  on  them,  and  gave  them  shelter 
in  barns  The  next  day  citizens  of  Omaha,  Eolith 
Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs  took  possession  of  a 
train  which  they  offered  to  "  General  Kelly  ;  but 
he  refused  to  accept  aid  of  that  kind.  He  was, 
however,  glad  to  get  clothing  and  food  for  his  1,500 
men  who  are  now  inarching  slowly  across  Iowa. 

The  movements  of  these  armies  are  being  watch 
ed  with  solicitude.  At  first,  the  whole  thing  seem- 
ed like  a  kind  of  joke;  and  it  certainly  did  have, 
and  still  has,  a  ridiculous  side.  But  it  has  also 
become  a  serious  matter,  a  difficult  problem  in 
sociology.  There  is  just  enough  "reason  ... 
this  "  madness  "  to  command  the  attention  of 
thinking  persons.  Coxey's  original  plan  was  to 
lay  before  Congress  a  petition  "for  an  issue  of 
$={00,000,000  in  new  legal-tender  greenbacks  for 
the  various  states,  i"  the  ratio  of  the  population,  to 
be  distributed  and  expended  1.1  constructing  good 
roads  "  This  was,  of  course,  a  wild  scheme  ;  but 
it  only  represented  the  financial  difficull.es  and 
unrest  of  the  country,  and  was  devised  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  giving  work  to  unemployed. 
Many  of  the  recruits  in  these  armies  are  said  to  be 
fairly  respectable  men,  temporarily  out  of  work  ; 
but  many  are  undoubtedly  tramps  of  the  idle  and 
vicious  sort.  What  will  be  done  with  these  "in- 
dustrial armies,"  as  they  are i  ca  led  ?  Can  they  be 
prevented  from  getting  to  Washington  ?  If  they 
get  there,  how  will  they  be  kept?    These  are  hard 

^Meanwhile  strikes  also  are  harassing  the  country 
in  many  localities.  The  Great  Northern  Railway 
is  suffering  severely  along  its  line .from  St.  Paul  to 
Seattle  and  on  branches.  At  St.  Cloud  the  sinkers 
even  resorted  to  violence  to  prevent  the  running 
of  a  train.  The  railway  company  on  the  18U 
instituted  proceedings  for  an  if.jtinct.on  against 
the  ten  men  who  had  cut  apart  the  cats  at  St. 
Cloud  •  and  on  tl.eaolh  arrested,  without  resistance 
o„  his'  part,  President  Foster,  of  the  American 
Railway  Union,  under  the  auspices  of  which  the 
strike  is  befog  carried  on,  and  seven  strikers.  Since 
this  exercise  of  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  the 
war„in«  of  .he  U.S.  Marshal,  that,  ,f  necessary  he 
would  "ail  out  the  U.S.  troops,  quiet  Iras  prevailed. 

On  the  21st  hist.,  as  pre-arranged,  began  the 
strike  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  o  whom  it  f 
„id  .hat  150.OOO  men  have  quit  work,  and  that 
olliel  s  will  follow.  . 

It  is  almost  needless  to  add,  that  both  Dun  and 
Biadstreel  -eport  that  the  growth  of  business  is 
seriously  retarded  by  these  strikes. 


Teishinsho,  Saturday,  May  12th,  1894- 


The  troopship  Himalaya  arrived  at  Portsmouth 
on  4th  hist,  afier  a  round  of  trooping  service  at 
Hont-kong,  Colombo,  Penang,  and  intermediate 
ports.  She  brought  38  officers  of  various  regiments 
Major  Phillips,  Royal  Artillery,  in  command,  eight 
ladies,  II  children,  and  850  men,  46  women,  and 
66  children.    One  death  occurred  on  the  voyage. 


THE  STRANDING  OF  THE  "  SAK ATA  MARU." 

On  the  re-assembling  of  the  Court  this  morning, 
Oki  Hatsujiro,  deposed— I  was  on  board  the 
Sakata  Maru  on  the  dale  of  her  stranding.    I  was 
third  engineer  of  the  vessel  and  hold  a  second  s 
certificate.  I  joined  the  vessel  on  the  17th  January, 
and  this  was  my  first  voyage  to  Fushiki.    Was  on 
watch  from  12  o'clock  midnight.    At  the  time  of 
the  stranding  the  engines  were  going  at  60  revolu- 
tions per  minute.    Some  time  after  12 — about  44 
minutes  past  12— I  heard  the  signals— "  stand- 
by," "stop,"  and   "full  speed   astern  "—imme- 
diately one  after  the  other.    As  soon  as  the  order 
"  full  speed  astern  "  was  given,  I  heard  a  grating 
sound,  then  the  order  "stop"  and  "  full  speed 
astern  "  again,  but  the  vessel  was  immovable.  It 
appeared  to  me  as  if  the  vessel  had  struck  some- 
thing— could  not  say  what,  as  I  was  in  the  engine- 
room.   The  telegraph  signal  and  the  grating  sound 
were  heard  by  me  almost  simultaneously— if  any- 
thing a  little  before  the  order  to  "  stop,"  and  ihen 
"full  speed  astern"  was  immediately  signalled. 
There  was  no  concussion,  only   a  slight  grating 
sound  preceding  the  stoppage  of  the  vessel.  I  did 
not  «o  on  deck,  but  the  chief  engineer,  an  oiler 
and  myself  were  on  watch.    I  was  in  charge  of  the 
engines,    but    when    the  signals  were  heard  the 
chief  immediately  came  down  and  look  cha.ge. 
Ths    signal    was   simply    "full    speed  astern," 
nothing  else  was  rung  on  the  telegraph.  Naka- 
zawa,  the  4th  engineer,  was    on    the  previous 
watch.     Took  no  notice  of  the  weather  I  as  went 
from  my  cabin  to  the  engine-room.     At  first  the 
vessel  made  no  water,  but  shortly  af  let  wat  ds  some 
water  came    in  fiom  aft— probably  the  ballast 
tank.      Don't  know  whether  there  was  any  water 
in  the  ballast  tank  or  not  when  the  vessel  struck. 
Had  no  orders  during  my  watch  to  pump  out 
water  from  the  ballast  tank,  but  it  was  done  the 
following  day.  The  bulk  heads  were  closed  before 
the  stranding  as  were  also  the  ballast  tanks.  They 
were  opened  after  the  vessel  struck  to  ascertain  if 
she  had  sustained  any  damage  in  the  bows.  When 
we  put  into  Hakodate  through  stress  of  weather,  I 
was  not  on  watch.    Was  so  busily  engaged  in  the 
engine-room  I  was  unable  to  say  anything  in  1  e- 
gard  to  the  death  of  the  second  officer.    The  main 
engines  were  used  in  pumping  the  vesssel,  and 
when  she  made  less  water,  the  donkey  was  used. 
The  main  engines  were  used  for  six  days.  Never 
went  aft  except  immediately  after  she  struck,  when 
I  looked  over  her  stern.    A  lot  of  sand  entered 
the  ballast  tank  which  was  being  removed  by 
coolies,  and  there  was  five  or  six  feet  of  water  in  the 
hold.    Went  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  combat 
the  rise  of  the  water — went  at  about  10  o'clock  on 
the  18th.    The  tank  was  full  of  sand,  but  when  this 
was  removed  the  water  gradually  came  in.  The 
men  worked  night  and  day  in  removing  the  sand. 
The  main  hold  was  open  most  of  the  lime  with 
a  man  on  watch,  but  afterwards  it  was  closed 
when  the  water  came  in.    The  sand  was  being 
removed  in  baskets.    I  can  only  account  for  the 
rush  of  water  into  the  tank  by  the  men  scraping 
the  sand  away  from  the  aperture,  hence  the  ac- 
cident.   The  tank  is  about  five  or  six  shaku  in 
depth.    Don't  know  the  ballast  capacity  of  the 
tank.    This  was  the   only  place  though  which 
water  came  in.    While  the  sand  was  being  cleared 
from  the  tank  the  vessel  was  so  much  embedded  in 
sand  outside  Ihat  nothing  could  be  done.  There 
was  no  sea  at  the  time  the  vessel  stiuck. 

Captain  Rennie,  recalled— Did  a  diver  go  down 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  damage  before  the 
accident  occurred? — No,  he  could  not  get  below. 

Do  you  know  the  extent  of  water  the  after-tank 
will  hold?— I  cannot  say  exactly,  but  think  about 
no  tons. 

The  patent  log,  was  it  correct  or  not,  and  where 
did  you  last  test  them  and  when? — This  was  my 
first  voyage  on  the  ship,  and  I  had  to  take  things 
as  I  found  them.    I  had  not  tested  them. 

What  was  (he  diaught  of  the  ship?  — When  she 
left  Yokohama  she  was  d.  awing  1 1. 7  feet  forward 
and  16  feet  aft,  but  when  she  arrived  at  Fushiki 
she  would  be  about  85  tons  lighter,  this  being  the 
quantity  of  coals  burnt. 

Tsuiki  Toyokichi,  deposed— I  was  0.1  board  the 
Sakata  Maru  on  the  date  of  her  stranding.  I  was 
a  quarter-master  011  board,  and  joined  the  vessel 
in  April  last  year.  I  was  on  watch  from  midnight 
on  the  date  of  the  accident— on  the  look-out  on 
the  bridge,  the  upper  bridge.  The  night  was 
clear,  but  a  haze  hung  over  .he  land.  The  stars 
were  visible  as  also  the  moon.  It  was  almost  full 
moon  and  I  could  seethe  hills  on  the  right,  but  not 
the  low  lying  land.  I  could  see  Fushiki  light,  but 
every  now  and  then  it  became  invisible.  Did  not 
see  the  light  at  midnight,  but  shortly  afterwards. 
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I  immediately  informed  ilte  offictr  of  the  watch  as 
soon  as  I  lighted  the  light.  The  second  oflicei , 
Sugiy.una,  the  Captain,  anil  (he  man  at  the  wheel 
weie  on  deck.  When  the  light  was  sighted,  I 
titanic  we  were  about  five  miles  away.  Alter  this 
it  was  sometimes  visible  and  somelimes  invisihle. 
When  we  sluiclt  ihe  light  was  invisible,  hut  we 
sighted  it  shortly  afterwaids,  the  haze  being  so 
thick.  I  was  not  told  by  the  man  on  watch  whom 
I  relieved  that  be  had  sighted  a  light. 

The  President — The  Captain  says  the  light  was 
visible  all  the  time,  wheieas  you  say  it  was  visible 
now  and  then.  You  were  both  oil  the  bridge  ;  which 
is  coirect,  what  you  say  or  the  Captain's  state- 
ment ?— I  think  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Witness  continuing,  said  —  The  lead  was  hove 
very  shoi  lly  alter  it  was  got  ready  and  indicated  3  J 
fathoms;  The  second  cast  made  3J  fathoms,  then 
3  fathoms  :  the  vessel  struck  when  2\  fathoms  wei  e 
indicated.  The  interval  between  each  cast  of  the 
lead  would  be  three  or  four  minutes.  Fi  om  the  I ime 
the  lead  wa,s  first  cast  and  the  vessel's  striking  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  minutes  elapsed.  At  the  lime 
of  the  third  cast  of  the  lead  the  vessel  had  almost 
slopped,  the  anchor  having  been  let  go.  My 
previous  watch  was  from  6  to  8.  Theie  was  some 
snow  at  the  time,  it  falling  every  now  and  then. 
It  snowed  and  cleared  three  times  dining  the  two 
hours.  Nolo  light  was  visible  when  I  came  on 
deck  at  12  (midnight).  I  don't  remember  the 
vessel's  course  during  my  watch.  There  was 
no  sound  that  I  heard  previous  to  striking, 
only  the  ripple  of  the  water  when  the  vessel 
struck.  When  the  accident  happened  to  the 
second  officer  I  was  on  deck  on  the  bridge ; 
Yamada,  another  quarter  master,  was  working 
with  him  at  the  time.  I  never  went  into  the 
tank  after  the  accident  or  before.  I  went  down 
once  to  relieve,  but  was  told  to  keep  watch  on  deck. 
At  first  there  was  only  water  in  the  tank,  rising 
and  falling  with  the  tide,  but  gradually  the  outside 
of  the  vessel  became  banked  up  with  sand,  and  as 
the  water  was  pumped  out  the  sand  entered.  The 
sand  was  being  removed  for  four  days,  when  the 
tank  was  almost  cleared,  there  was  an  inrush  of 
water  and  the  men  who  were  working  therein  were 
drowned.  The  sand  outside  was  being  cleared  at 
the  same  time  as  the  inside  to  enable  divers  to 
patch  her  bottom.  Mr.  Sugiyama  was  in  charge 
of  the  operations  in  the  tank,  superintending  the 
pumping  and  the  removal  of  sand.  He  acted  undei 
orders  from  the  Captain  who  came  up  from  Yoko- 
hama, Captain  Rennie  having  nothing  to  do  with 
the  direction  of  affairs. 

The  Captain  had  no  questions  to  ask  either 
the  engineer  or  quartermaster. 

Captain  Rennie  recalled — The  statement  of 
Tsuiki  Toyokichi,  the  quartermaster,  relative  to 
the  ligbt  being  invisible  at  the  moment  the  vessel 
struck  is  incorrect,  I  saw  it  both  before  and  after 
stranding  so  long  as  it  was  lit.  I  saw  it  every  night 
while  I  was  there  after  the  vessel's  stranding. 

The  evidence  was  then  read  over  to  the  wit- 
nesses, who  signed  their  depositions,  and  the 
Court  rose,  judgment  being  reserved. 


Teishinsho,  Tokyo,  May  17th,  1894. 


THE  STRANDING  OF  THE  "WAKANOURA  MARU. 

A  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held  to-day  in 
the  Mercantile  Marine  Bureau  of  the  Department 
of  Communications,  Tokyo,  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  stranding  of  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru  on  Futtsu  Spit 
on  March  5th.  The  Court  was  composed  as  follows  : 

 Mr.  J.  Ilo,  President;  Mr.  U.  Yoshida  and  T, 

Atsumi,  assessors  ;  with  Mr.  J.  M.James,  adviser. 

William  Thompsen,  duly  cautioned,  deposed — 
I  was  commander  and  in  charge  of  the  Waka- 
noura Maru  at  the  lime  of  her  stranding.  I  hold 
a  Japanese  certificate  of  tl^e  first  class,  No.  76.  1 
was  bound  on  a  voyage  from  Kobe  to  Yokohama 
when  the  accident  occurred.  I  left  Kobe  at  4 
p.m.  on  the  4th  March,  and  passed  Kannonsaki 
at  6.28  p.m.  on  the  5th.  The  light  was  bearing 
west  by  compass,  the  ship's  head  being  North,  and 
the  deviation  |°  Easterly.  I  passed  Kannonsaki 
at  a  distance  of  half-a-mtle.  I  ascertained  the 
distance  by  the  four-point  beating  myself.  The 
speed  was  then  12  knots  an  hour.  The  wealhei 
was  dark  but  clear.  After  passing  Kannonsaki 
the  course  steered  was  N.  by  W.  |  W.  by  com- 
pass, the  deviation  then  being  i£°  W.  I  kept 
on  this  course  until  passing  the  red  light  buoy 
marking  the  Western  Fort  at  a  distance  of  3  to 
4  cables  on  my  poit  hand.  I  oideied  the  helm 
to  be  starboarded,  but  at  this  moment  a  red  light 
was  reported  light  ahead.  I  then  countermanded 
the  order,  and  steered  as  before.  At  this  time 
I  observed  that  the  red  ray  on  the  lower  light  on 
Kannonsaki  was  obscured.    Consequently,  I  an- 


ticipated no  danger  and  continued  on  the  same 
com  sc.  If  the  light  had  nut  been  obscuied  I 
shun  Id  have  acted  othei  wise,  gone  to  tilt  wrsi  w.u  il, 
■topped  OHfl  11  ics  01  gone  astei  n  In  avoid  the  dangei 
—the  vessel  ahead  with  the  led  light.  Theie  was 
plenty  of  100m  logo  eilhei  to  poi  t  01  to  slaihoaid. 
I  am  sine  this  red  light  was  on  a  vessel  of  some 
kind,  for  I  saw  it  right  acioss  the  foit.  She  was 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  fort  to  us.  I  was  slill 
steering  the  couise  mentioned  when  Idiscoveied 
the  danger,  namely  sighting  the  foil  light 
ahead  a  little  off  the  port  bow.  Two  minutes 
befoi  e  the  vessel  sti  uck  her  engines  were  put  "  Full 
speed  astern,"  and  the  helm  hard  to  starboard. 
But  the  ship  took  the  ground  immediately.  [  The 
position  of  the  stranding  was  then  mai  ked  upon 
the  chart.  The  spot  was  about  100  feet  to  the 
West  of  the  lorl.]  As  soon  as  the  ship  Struck,  1 
stopped  the  engines;  then  all  the  boats  wei  e 
ordered  to  be  swung  out  and  got  leady  to  land 
passengers  and  mails  if  required.  The  wells  wei  e 
sounded,  and  soundings  were  also  taken  round  the 
ship.  The  bulkhead  valves  were  all  closed;  they 
are  worked  eveiy  day,  but  are  at  other  times  kept 
closed.  The  ship  made  no  water.  The  ship  was 
ashoie  from  bow  to  bi  idge  on  the  starboard  side, 
about  IOO  feet.  About  two  hours  after  stranding 
the  vessel  had  risen  forward  eighteen  inches,  and 
was  about  one  foot  down  by  the  stern,  over  her 
draught.  She  was  firm  in  her  position,  and  did 
not  move  until  the  morning,  when  she  floated 
off  herself.  This  was  at  3.30  a.m.  on  the  5th 
March.  We  were  on  shore  for  six  hours  and  a 
half.  She  came  off  just  a  little  before  high-water, 
without  any  outside  assistance.  I  then  steamed 
up  slowly  to  Yokohama,  arriving  at  the  anchor- 
age just  before  day-light.  I  discharged  nothing 
while  ashore,  but  of  couise  all  preparations  weie 
made  to  discharge  cargo  if  it  had  been  found 
necessary  to  do  so.  I  did  not  ascertain  whether 
any  damage  was  done  until  after  arriving  at 
Yokohama.  The  bottom  was  then  examined  by 
Capt.  Carst's  divers.  On  the  couise  I  was  steer- 
ing I  expected  to  pass  Saratoga  Spit  fifteen  minu- 
tes after  Kannonsaki  Light  was  abeam,  and  at  a 
distance  of  three  cables  to  the  westward.  I  did 
not  take  any  cast  of  the  lead  when  nearing  Sara- 
toga Spit.  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary.  I  do 
not  now  remember  the  exact  lime  of  the  stranding, 
but  the  information  is  to  be  found  in  Ihe  log. 

Mr.  James — By  ihe  log-book  6.44  p.m.  is  noted. 

Witness  resuming — I  did  not  see  the  necessity 
of  taking  a  bearing  from  the  upper  light  of  Kan- 
nonsaki and  the  red  light  buoy,  after  the  lower 
red  light  ray  on  Kannonsaki  .was  obscured;  be- 
sides there  was  no  time.  I  could  see  the  fort,  and 
I  thought  I  was  all  right.  I  was  watching  the 
red  light  ahead  so  closely  that  I  bad  no  time  for 
taking  the  suggested  bearing  ;  I  thought  it  more 
impoitant  to  keep  a  good  look-out  ahead.  On  the 
the  course  I  was  steering  the  actual  distance 
between  the  western  extreme  of  Saratoga  Spit 
Fort  and  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Central 
Fort  was  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  The  tide 
was  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  ebb.  From  Kan- 
nonsaki to  the  Western  Fort,  the  red  light  buoy,  I 
expected  to  have  the  tide  setting  to  the  S.E.,  and 
beyond  that  I  expected  it  to  set  about  S.  I  have 
proved  this  by  previous  experience.  I  can  only 
account  for  finding  myself  in  the  position  of  the 
stranding  through  the  influence  of  an  unusually 
strong  tide  which  set  me  out  more  to  the  eastward 
than  I  have  ever  previously  experienced.  I  did 
not  afterwards  sight  the  vessel  carrying  the  red 
light.  I  observed  no  change  in  the  bearing  of 
the  light  as  I  approached  it;  the  time  was  so 
short  I  have  not  observed  a  red  light  in  that 
position  before.  I  don't  think  it  could  have 
been  the  red  light  on  the  Honmoku  Lightship 
thrown  up  by  mirage,  because  the  night  was  not 
suitable  for  an  effect  of  that  kind.  I  was  too  much 
occupied  in  getting  the  boats  out  and  arranging 
olher  things  after  the  stranding  that  I  had 
no  lime  to  observe  any  ship.  I  am  not  aware 
whether  any  one  else  on  board  my  vessel  no- 
ticed the  ship  after  our  stranding.  When  I 
shaped  my  course  at  Kannonsaki  I  made  a  little 
allowance  for  the  set  of  the  tide,  about  a  cable  for 
the  seven  minutes.  My  intention  was  to  slai  board 
after  passing  the  red  light  buoy,  so  I  did  not  make 
much  tide  allowance.  I  could  see  the  red  light 
buoy  when  I  had  Kannonsaki  Light  west,  so  I 
steered  to  pass  the  fort  by  about  three  or,  four 
cables  on  the  port  hand.  From  this  I  intend- 
ed starboarding  my  helm.  If  it  had  been 
adaikor  diity  night  I  should  have  gone  to  the 
north  of  the  red  light.  My  reason  for  intend- 
ings  to  starboard  was  to  give  the  Saratoga  Spit 
plenty  of  room,  in  case  we  met  other  vessels  and 
had  to  manoeuvre.  I  was  on  the  bridge  all  the 
time  from  passing  Kannonsaki  until  the  stranding. 
The  officer  of  ihe  watch  was  the  third  officer, 
Mr.  Kamoshita.  The  man  on  the  look-out  first 
reported  the  red  light  ahead.    I  saw  it  about  the 


same  tune.  The  budge  ol  ihe  Wakanoura  Maru 
is  aboul  25  feet  above  (he  watei  line.  I  think  I 
sighted  the  foit  fiist.  The  soundings  taken  after 
sliamliug  weie,  undei  the  stein  6  fathoms,  amid- 
ships 4  fathoms  on  the  slai  boai  d  side  and  5J  011 
the  poll,  fin  ward  on  Ihe  starboard  side,  abreatl 
tin-  i  .ii-davit  15  feet,  on  (he  poi  t  side  about  16 
feel.  She  was  d  1  a  wing  about  1'",  feet.  The  nature 
of  ihe  bottom  was  soft  sand  and  mud.  The  diver 
reported  no  damage  lo  the  bottom  at  the  close  of 
Ins  examination. 

An  adjournment  was  then  taken  till  half-past 
one.     Upon  resuming, 

Roger  Hamilton,  said  —  I  was  chief  engineer 
of  ihe  Wakanoura  Maru  at  ihe  lime  when  she 
stianded  at  Saratoga  Foil.  I  was  not  in  the 
engine-loom  when  the  01  der  "Stop"  was  given, 
but  I  was  present  when  "  Stand-by  "  was  signalled. 
Tht:  mdeis  were  cariied  out  promptly  and  imme- 
diately. The  ship  was  making  77  revolutions  per 
minute  when  these  ordeis  weie  given  ;  litis  would 
give  a  speed  of  about  knots.  Fveiylhing 

was  winking  well  in  the  engine-room,  and  within 
two  minutes  the  engines  were  working  astei  n. 
The  effect  would  be  to  reduce  the  speed  of  the 
ship  to  about  8  knots,  hut  this  would  depend  upon 
the  n umber  of  1  e vol ii1. ions  she  was  going.  It  would 
take  about  4  minutes  for  her  to  stop  after  the 
ordei  s  "  Full  speed  ahead  "  and  then  "  Full  speed 
astern  "  were  given.  It  would  of  couise  depend 
upon  the  depth  of  water  which  she  was  drawing. 
I  pei  sonally  superintended  the  closing  of  all  ihe 
bulkhead  valves.  The  vessel  made  no  water  after 
she  got  on  shore.  There  has  been  no  leakage  so 
far  as  I  know  since  the  stranding. 

Kamoshita  Yasukichi,  third  officer,  corrobo- 
rated. He  said  that  when  the  fort  was  first  seen 
the  Captain  gave  the  order  to  port  the  helm,  and 
then  to  starboard. 

Capt.  Thompson,  recalled,  said  that  these  orders 
were  given  in  one  breath,  and  the  helm  was  not 
moved  to  port.  It  was  dark  and  clear  to  the 
westward,  and  cloudy  and  dark  to  the  north- 
east and  north.  I  should  not  call  it  overcast, 
the  stars  showing  above.  The  distance  from 
the  bow  of  the  ship  to  the  fort  when  she  stranded 
was  approximately  about  25  to  30  feet.  We 
looked  down  upon  the  fort  as  we  stood  on  the 
bridge.  The  ship  was  actually  turning  before  she 
took  the  ground,  the  starboard  helm  telling  upon 
her.  I  should  say  she  had  turned  3§  points,  head- 
ing N.W.  by  W.  as  she  lay  stranded. 

Matsuo  Teikichi,  fourth  engineer,  having  given 
a  statement  similar  in  detail  to  that  of  the  chief 
engineer,  the  depositions  were  signed  and  Judg- 
ment was  reserved. 


PAUL  ANJIRO; 

or  the  Introduction  of  Christianity 
(Roman  Catholicism)  in  Japan. 


TRANSLATED  AND  ABRIDGED  BY  G.  B.  DIBNST. 


(CONCLUDK  FROM  SATURDAY). 

XII. 

Captain  Gama  found  Xavier  sitting  in  a  circle 
of  Christians  exhorting  them  to  be  martyrs,  if 
necessaiy,  for  their  own  doctrine.  Gama  con- 
gratulated Xavier  upon  his  safety  and  begged  him 
to  escape  to  the  ship  in  order  to  avoid  the  present 
danger,  for  this  was  the  will  of  God  and  the  Portu- 
guese. But  the  saint  was  persistent  in  his  refusal 
10  obey  these  orders,  or  wishes,  saying  that  he 
dared  not  leave  those  entrusted  to  his  care  by 
God  amidst  such  impending  danger.  He  further 
said  to  Gama,  "  My  Captain  !  Do  not  fear  that 
you  will  be  brought  to  dishonour  if  you  leave  me 
in  this  island.  For  you  have  neither  brought  nor 
led  me  here  and  hence  cannot  be  responsible  for 
me.  We  are  now  in  a  crisis.  If  my  followers  desire 
to  save  Iheir  own  lives  they  must  abandon  their 
faith;  to  retain  their  faith  means  death  to  them. 

"  If  I  run  away  from  such  calamity  and  leave  the 
people  alone,  what  will  my  future  punishment  be? 
Moreover,  what  would  it  profit  my  enemies,  over 
whom  I  have  gained  such  victory,  and  whom  I 
subjected  by  my  discussions,  if  I  flee  at  their 
threatening?  They  would  doubtless  look  upon  me 
as  a  coward.  Then  again,  see  the  satisfaction  it 
will  afford  Buddhists  and  immorality  if  I  flee  these 
persecutions  and  give  them  the  triumph  ?  They 
indeed  hate  me.  Though  you  consider  it  your 
duty  to  send  your  passengers  lo  Canton  before 
they  can  be  injured,  yet  you  have  no  considera- 
tion for  these  poor  creatures  who  are  purchased 
by  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  I  am 
entrusted  with  the  responsibility  of  their  pro- 
tection ;  a  responsibility  I  must  fulfill.  My  goods 
and  baggage  are  valuable  compared  witli  yours.1* 

is  By"  goods  "and  "  baggage  "  he  means  nil  f  ollowers. 
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I  dare  not  lose  them.  I  am  indeed  grateful  for 
llie  lender  love  you  show  to  me  in  expressing  such 
anxiety  for  the  protection  of  my  body.  But  I  dare 
say,  your  love  to  me  is  not  a  true  love.  For  you 
desire  not,  nay  do  not  even  sympathize  with  me  in 
the  persecutions  I  suffer  in  this  distant  land,  and 
the  torments  through  which  I  have  passed  in  travel- 
ling so  many  thousands  of  miles." 

Captain  Gama,  looking  up  to  heaven  sighed, 
but  respected  the  opinion  of  Xavier.  He  hurst  into 
tears,  then  returned  to  his  ship  and  felt  that  he 
never  wanted  to  move  again. 

He  told  his  conversation  to  the  Portuguese  and 
said  that  Xavier  was  ready  to  die  with  the  new 
Christians.  He,  Gama,  promised  the  Portu- 
guese that  he  would  send  the  passengers  with  their 
baggage,  and  man  the  ship  with  sailors,  but  would 
not  promise  to  go  himself,  on  the  contrary  he  told 
them  that  he  would  return  to  the  town  and  die 
with  Xavier. 

The  Portuguese  were  very  much  affected  with 
the  statements  of  their  captain,  and  in  their 
sympathy  pledged  themselves  to  undergo  the  same 
Providence.  They  brought  their  ship  to  the  shore, 
and  upon  landing  all  went  to  where  Xavier  was 
stopping. 

Xavier  and  his  followers  were  greatly  comforted 
by  their  coming,  but  the  Buddhists  were  very  much 
surprised.  Fortunately  the  tumult  had  subsided 
at  this  time,  and  moreover,  the  lord  had  stationed 
his  soldiers  in  the  various  districts  of  the  town  to 
protect  the  innocent  and  pacify  the  mob.  The 
Buddhists  were  incapable  of  further  revenge.  Still 
their  purpose  to  take  revenge  was  by  no  means 
squashed.  At  one  of  their  meetings  they  decided 
that  as  a  means  to  accomplish  their  purpose  they 
would  again  hold  a  discussion  will)  the  Portuguese 
Missionary.  It  was  their  authority  that  in  his  dis- 
cussions Xavier  had  threatened,  but  if  he  should 
now  attack  them,  the  victory  would  be  theirs.  This 
was  the  general  supposition  among  the  Japanese. 

The  Buddhists  went  again  to  theloid's  palace 
in  order  to  require  him  to  permit  another  discussion 
with  the  saint.  The  lord  at  first  thought  of  refusing 
their  request,  but  considering  their  violence,  their 
ignorance,  and  the  danger  to  himself  and  his 
household  because  of  his  communications  with  fo- 
reigners, he  granted  their  request  after  exacting 
the  following  promises. 

1.  — Everything  was  to  be  done  peaceably.  Avoid 
quarrelsome  language  and  reviling  words. 

2.  — Elect  Judges  to  manage  the  debate  and  give 
decisions. 

3.  — The  Judges  must  be  selected  from  those 
present,  except  Buddhists.  In  case  the  decision  is 
a  tie,  then  it  is  to  be  decided  by  the  majority. 

4.  When  Fukara-dono  has  submitted  his  argu- 
ments, the  Buddhists  are  not  allowed  to  hinder 
those  who  desire  to  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
true  God. 

This  contract  seemed  to  be  rather  cruel  to  the 
priest  because  it  demanded  the  choice  of  an  ordi- 
nary man  as  judge.  But  the  lord  himself  admitted 
that  he  had  the  authority  to  decide  the  debate, 
but  disliked  to  exercise  his  lordly  prerogatives, 
since  he  knew  that  the  Buddhist  books  are  full  of 
legends  and  many  unreliable  stories.  He  made 
this  contract  for  the  public  good  and  appointed  the 
judges  because  he  knew  that  those  whom  he  would 
appoint  knew  enough  of  Buddhism,  and  were  suf- 
ficiently intelligent  to  decide  in  a  proper  manner. 

The  lord  demanded  that  this  contract  be  strictly 
obeyed  by  all  and  forbade  all  looseness.  The 
next  morning  Fukara-dono  came  lo  the  palace  with 
three  hundred  Buddhists.  The  lord  was  greatly 
astonished  to  see  such  a  multitude. 

He  commanded  his  attendant  to  tell  them  that 
they  could  not  have  the  honour  to  come  in  such 
multitudes  to  hold  debate  with  a  single  individual, 
for  when  they  were  overcome  by  discussion  and 
argument  they  would  resoi  t  to  force.  He  therefore 
permitted  but  four  persons  to  enter  with  Fukara- 
dono.  The  Buddhists  were  excited  when  they 
heard  this,  but  were  compelled  lo  submit. 

The  lord  immediately  sent  word  to  Xavier  asking 
him  to  come  lo  the  palace,  staling  that  ihe  Bud- 
dhists were  waiting  to  discuss  the  previous  subject 
with  him  once  in  01  e. 

The  Portuguese  again  advised  Xavier  to  put 
on  his  fine  robes,  the  same  as  he  wore  when  he  first 
visited  the  lord,  but  the  saint  refused.  He  was  at 
last  obliged  to  comply  with  their  request.  The 
Portuguese  arrayed  themselves  in  full  dress  and 
marched  along  the  streets  with  flutes  and  trumpets, 
and  in  this  imposing  procession  followed  Xavier 
to  the  palace. 

Fukara-dono  was  disappointed  when  he  saw 
this  procession.  And  when  those  in  ihe  palace 
called  out,  "Is  this  the  Missionary  whom  the 
Buddhists  ridicule  as  a  poor,  pitiful,  or  strange 
u-ionk,"  his  anger  was  greatly  increased.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  the  failure  of  all  their  plans. 
Fukara-dono  became  very  haughty.  The  time 
arrived  when  the  debate  was  to  be  opened.  The 


hall  was  filled  Willi  a  great  ciowd  of  listeners. 
The  lord  was  seated  on  an  elevated  throne.  He 
ordered  the  assembly  to  keep  silence. 

He  then  commanded  Fukara-dono  to  state 
briefly,  why  the  doctrine  which  Xavier  taught 
might  not  be  promulgated  in  Japan.  Fukaia- 
dono,  humbly  and  with  circumspection  aiuwered, 
giving  his  reasons  why  the  foreign  religion  should 
not  be  allowed  in  Japan.  The  reasons  are  as 
follows  : — 

1.  — Because  the  foreign  religion  is  contrary  to 
apanese  religious  rites  and  is  a  mocker  of  our 

gods  and  protection.    (Perhaps  rulers.) 

2.  — Because  it  is  detrimental  to  the  fame  and 
glory  of  Buddhists  whose  service  is  to  bestow 
blessings  upon  the  people — special  favours  from 
the  gods  to  which  the  people  desite  to  attain. 

3.  —  Because  it  stigmatizes  those  who  have  been 
accepted  even  by  the  Shoguns  and  the  high  priests 
of  the  various  sects  as  pious  people,  as  sinners. 

4.  — Because  it  teaches  that  no  one  can  be  saved 
except  he  who  believes  and  accepts  this  doctrine  ; 
and  that  Amida,  Buddha,  Shaka  Jizo,  Kannon, 
and  other  gods  lead  men  into  eternal  punish- 
ment and  make  them  bait  for  the  devil. 

Fukara-dono  spoke  no  mote  after  this.  The 
lord  requested  Xavier  to  answer.  He  mildly 
replied,  "  Irregular  questions  engender  discus- 
sions, and  this  special  meeting  will  be  in  vain.  I 
think  it  proper  to  discuss  and  master  article  after 
article  until  all  is  finished.  To  be  in  proper 
order,  let  Fukara-dono  first  question  me,  I  will 
answer  clearly  and  decidedly."  The  audience, 
as  well  as,  Fukara-dono  agreed  to  this,  and  the 
questioning  began  accoidingly. 

"Why  does  Christianity  contend  for  the  fame 
and  godliness  held  by  the  gods  of  Japan  ;  gods 
which  are  worshipped  by  all  thioughout  the  coun- 
try as  true  Gods  "  ? 

Xavier,  in  answer  to  this  question,  sought  to 
pi  ove  the  ti  nth  of  Christianity.  He  thought  this  a 
most  favourable  opportunity  lo  dispel  their  super- 
stitious opinions  and  win  their  bewildered  souls. 

He  tried  to  explain  to  the  interrogator  the  ex- 
istence of  the  great  first  cause,  who  created  ihe 
universe  and  controls  all  creatures.  This  he  want- 
ed to  do  by  inferences  from  Geometry  and  Physics, 
but  his  auditors  did  not  understand  this,  so  he 
used  other  illustrations  and-  argued  the  existence 
of  a  Creator  from  the  premises  of  creatures. 

In  his  statement  he  said,  "  It  is  necessary  thai  all 
should  know  and  understand  the  existence  of  ihe 
Creatorand  Rulerof  this  immense  world,  whoiscall- 
edGod.  The  world  must  either  have  been  naturally 
produced  or  accidentally  created,  or  there  must  be 
an  omniscent  ruler  of  all  things.  The  first  theory 
of  natural  production  can  hardly  be  accept ttd. 
There  must  be  something  prior  to  creation  in  onier 
to  actuate  creation,  and  since,  according  to  this 
theory,  none  such  exists  there  can  be  no  creation. 
For  instance,  I  accept  the  theory  of  the  natural 
production  of  the  world,  then  the  world  must  have 
existed  before  it  was  indeed  formed.  That  this  is 
impossible  and  unreasonable  is  plain  enough. 
Then  a  Cause  of  the  world's  ci  eation  is  necessary. 
This  Cause  must  necessarily  be  grand,  perfect, 
and  infinite.  For  there  can  be  no  perfect  effect 
without  a  perfect  cause.  Fiom  this  we  positively 
affirm  that  nothing  existed  before  the  creation  of 
the  world. 

"  If  we  believe  that  the  world  was  naturally 
produced,  human  beings,  the  most  excellent  things 
of  the  universe,  must  also  have  been  of  natural 
production.  But  it  is  clear  that  man  was  creat- 
ed or  caused  to  be  by  some  being  oilier  than 
man.  All  self-coustituled  things  can  never  belong 
to  anything  else  and  have  neither  beginning  nor 
end.  Thus  all  things  must  be  either  of  natural 
production  or  they  must  have  been  created  by  a 
superior  being.  Now  is  it  not  clear  that  the  world 
is  not  self-existent  but  was  created  's  upheld 

by  a  superior  cause  ?" 

All  those  present  agreed  to  this  view  of  creation. 
Xavier  continued  his  statement  as  to  the  im- 
possibility of  the  accidental  creation  of  the  woild. 
He  said,  "  Everything  created,  not  by  accident 
must  have  a  cause.  Although  the  universe  pre- 
sents differences  the  whole  is  under  one  immut- 
able law. 

Therefore,  unless  there  is  something  to  origi- 
nate, there  can  be  nothing  originated.  There  can 
be  no  reason  for  believing  that  the  woild  was 
accidentally  created  from  vacuum. 

"  Moreover,  things  produced  by  accident  can 
not  possess  ihe  characteristics  of  regularity,  moder- 
ation, and  power;  yet  we  find  nothing  moving  in 
such  perfect  order  and  with  such  immutability  as 
the  woild." 

In  pioof  of  these  statements,  Xavier  used  the 
following  illustration: — "  Suppose  a  traveller  was 
passing  a  forest,  suddenly  he  beholds  a  palace 
carefully  furnished  with  beds,  table,  vaiious  furni- 
ture, halls,  apartments  used  for  the  king  ;  gardens, 


ponds,  trees,  stones,  flower-beds,  etc.,  he  would 
at  once  imagine  that  this  was  all  prepared  for 
some  king  or  lord.  If  upon  inquiry  some  one 
would  tell  him  that  'This  palace  was  made  in 
consequence  of  an  accidental  accumulation  of 
beautiful  stones  cast  out  of  a  neighbouring  moun- 
tain,' the  traveller  would  think  the  man  crazy.  In 
fact  he  might  be  called  insane." 

He  then  concluded  by  saying  : — "This  immenia 
woild,  with  its  beautiful  features,  its  regularity  of 
motion  in  every  department,  its  organization,  its 
proportion,  its  order,  its  beauty,  and  its  construc- 
tion is  but  a  palace.  Those  who  believe  in  the 
doctrine  of  accidental  production,  and  deny  the 
handiwork  of  an  infinite  Aitist  may  be  called 
exceedingly  great  fools. 

"  If  I  should  say  to  you  that  that  beautiful  picture 
in  a  frame  hanging  on  the  wall  is  not  the  produc- 
tion of  an  artist,  but  was  made  by  the  accidental 
accumulation  of  paints  of  varied  hues  on  a  piece 
of  silk  to  form  such  a  beautiful  figure,  what  would 
you  say  of  me  ? 

"  But  what  is  that  picture  compared  with  this  im- 
mense world  of  ours  ?  If  there  is  any  one  here  who 
declares  and  conscientiously  believes  in  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world  by  accident  without  the  assist- 
ance of  wisdom,  art,  and  power  ;  he  would  also  say 
that  the  books  in  my  possession  are  not  masterly 
and  excellent  woiks,  but  the  accidental  combina- 
tion of  letters  to  foim  what  they  contain.  Without 
ability  to  comprehend  how  these  books  were  made, 
how  can  he  believe  the  world  was  not  produced 
by  accident?  Can  there  be  any  book  more  com- 
plete, grand,  and  beautiful  than  this  world?  lis 
every  part  is  but  the  effect  of  Divine  words,  which 
sufficiently  manifest  the  ti  uthfulness,  infinite  wis- 
dom, authority,  and  peifection  of  its  author.  And 
yet  can  any  one  affirm  that  the  woild  was  made  in 
disorder,  and  by  the  accidental  accumulation  of 
disorganized  matter  ?  I  will  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
such  men  are  extremely  thoughtless  and  mindless." 
These  statements  met  the  approval  of  all  present. 

The  statement  by  which  Xavier  won  the  confi- 
dence of  those  present,  even  of  Fukara-dano, 
were  his  remarks  on  astronomy.  He  explained 
to  them  the  immense  breadth  of  the  sky,  the  solar 
system,  the  orbits  of  stars  and  moons.  He 
again  said,  "These  can  not  be  from  mere  acci- 
dent. Suppose  for  a  moment  that  these  are  from 
accident,  then  we  must  also  conclude  that  the  ship 
which  came  to  Hizen  from  India  sailed  of  its  own 
accord,  without  the  aid  of  human  assistance,  clear- 
ing all  dangers  from  hidden  rocks  and  tempests. 
Can  you  imagine  the  ship  coming  to  Japan  ac- 
cidentally?" 

From  astronomy  he  advanced  to  the  theory  of 
the  world,  as  to  its  order,  its  perfect  regularity  in 
every  department,  the  distribution  of  its  elements, 
the  vai  ious  seasons  according  to  the  distance  from 
the  sun  and  location  upon  the  earth's  surface,  the 
currents  and  tides,  the  mighty  power  of  the  wind, 
the  irrigation  and  fei  tilization  of  the  land  by  the 
various  but  crooked  livers,  the  centralization  of 
matter  by  the  most  direct  lines,  the  nature  of 
animals,  their  knowledge  in  providing  for  them- 
selves, their  bodily  construction,  and  finally  the 
inferiority  of  human  efforts  compared  with  the 
Divine,  for  every  molecule,  every  insect  and  woim 
is  perfect  in  its  construction,  not  one  unnecessary 
thing  wanting."  From  this,  he  proved  that  the 
creation  and  government  of  the  world  is  by  an' 
omniscient  Being  called  God,  and  assured  them 
that  no  one  could  reasonably  deny  this  doctiiue. 

He  supported  his  statements  by  reference  to  the 
human  body,  by  the  minute  and  peculiar  organism 
of  which  he  taught  that  it  was  created  by  God 
and  not  by  mere  accident,  and  that  this  God  was 
omniscient.  Every  word  was  listened  to  with  mai  Ic- 
ed attention. 

But  the  most  essential  part  of  the  discussion, 
and  that  which  gave  Xavier  the  victoiy  was  the 
theory  of  the  differences  of  the  human  coun- 
tenance. In  this  he  sly II  more  clearly  proved  the 
existence  of  God.  He  said,  "  All  human  beings 
are  much  the  same  in  form  but  different  in  face. 
Who  can  imagine  such  an  infinite  number  of  dif- 
ferent faces  without  also  imagining  that  they  are 
the  products  of  an,  infinite  mind?  The  artist, 
though  he  may  be  exceedingly  clever,  cannot  paint 
more  than  twenty  different  faces  without  a  model. 
Suppose  the  human  family  were  all  alike  in  face, 
what  would  be  the  consequence?  There  would  be 
neither  peace  nor  safety — not  only  quarrels,  but 
constant  tumults. 

Xavier  turning  to  the  lord  remarked,  "  Imagine 
my  lord,  your  subjects  all  of  one  and  the  same  face, 
what  a  tumult,  what  disorder  would  be  in  your 
country  ?  Husbands  would  not  know  their  wives, 
parents  would  not  know  their  children,  creditors 
their  debtors,  friends  their  friends,  masteis  their 
servants,  and  judges  Ihe  criminals.  Adultery, 
fraud,  murder,  and  eveiy  variety  of  crime  would 
be  committed.  Officers  could  not  arrest  nor  punish 
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offrndei  s,  foi  ihey  would  Dot  l>f  able  la  distinguish 
llie  guilty  from  tlie  innocent. 

"  Foi  such  was  llie  will  of  God  til  a  I  he  gave 
lo  every  individual  a  different  lace  by  which  that 
individual  may  he  known  and  by  which  confusion 
and  immorality  may  he  avoided.  He  also  gave 
cliff ei  ent  voices  to  different  persons  in  order  that 
they  may  be  distinguished  by  their  voice  in  the 
daikness,  and  by  (he  blind  who  can  nol  discern 
colour."  This  concluded  his  arguments.  The 
lotd  and  his  associates  affii  med  the  truth  of  what 
the  saint  had  said  ;  ^nd  declared  his  theories  as 
clear  as  the  noonday  sum. 

Fukai a  doiu)  was  also  compelled,  by  this  argu- 
ment, to  accept  the  Iheoi  y  of  one  ti  ue  God,  and 
i  eject  it  no  more.  However,  he  again  asked 
Xavier  to  listen  to  polytheism. 

XIII. 

In  answer  to  Fukara  dono,  Xavier  said,  "Poly- 
theism is  a  docliine  without  reason  and  should 
never  be  taught.  Polytheistic  teachings  vanish  at 
the  approach  of  the  doctrine  of  the  existence  of  the 
tine  God.  To  accept  the  teachings  of  Polytheism 
is  to  deny  the  doctrine  of  a  Divine  Existence.  In 
proof  of  this  we  must  say  that,  if  there  be  many 
gods  they  must  serve  each  other  or  be  independent 
of  each  other.  If  independent,  they  cannot  be  true 
gods  for  they  exercise  no  power  over  other  gods, 
and  this  is  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  nature 
which  1  eveals  the  existence  of  a  true  God  to  whom 
all  power  belongs.  If  they  aie  correlative,  none 
can  be  chief.  They  might  become  jealous  and  seek 
supeiiority,  and  in  doing  so  cease  to  be  indepen- 
dent. At  all  events,  it  is  quite  easy  for  them  to 
loose  godly  natures. 

In  continuation  he  said  further,  "Suppose  there 
are  many  gods,  can  they  distinguish  between  them- 
selves? No,  this  they  can  never  do.  If  you  can 
not  distinguish  one  fiom  the  other,  or  if  they  aie 
not  distinguishable,  they  are  not  many  gods,  but 
one.  If  they  are  distinguishable  they  each  possess 
peculiar  perfections  not  common  to  all. 
"  Universal  characteristics  can  nol  be  classified. 
For  so  far  as  they  admit  of  classification,  they 
must  possess  characteristics  common  to  all.  Then 
if  they  do  not  possess  alike  goodness  and  perfec- 
tion they  can  nol  be  called  two  gods  ;  for  the  true 
God  is  infinite  in  goodness  and  purity  far  exceed- 
ing the  imagination  of  man." 

Hearing  this,  ihe  people  praised  and  lauded 
him,  for  be  had  won  in  the  discussion.  But  Fuka- 
ra-dono  showed  inclination  to  retort  upon  Xavier's 
statements.  The*lord,  however,  told  him  to  turn 
his  conversation  to  some  olber  subject,  as  the  one 
just  discussed  was  decided  against  him.  He  then 
became  sullen  and  subjected  himself  to  severe  criti- 
cism by  the  Judges.    This  was  indeed  mortifying. 

Another  priest  turning  to  Xavier  said  : — "  We 
teach  lhat  those  who  donate  certain  sums  for  the 
suppoit  of  the  temple  receive  for  it  a  cheque,  called 
Kechimyaku,  from  the  Buddhists.  When  he  dies 
this  cheque  is  examined  in  the  coming  world,  where 
be  receives  in  return  a  hundred  times  more  than 
lie  donated.  Now,  by  what  means  can  you  oppose 
this  doctrine  ?" 

Xavier  at  once  ridiculed  him  for  such  a  ludi- 
crous and  laughable  question.  He  proved  that 
Buddha  was  not  a  true  god.  He  said: — "The 
cheques  issued  by  Buddhists  can  not  be  valid,  for 
lliey  are  but  well  devised  schemes  to  extract 
money  from  the  wealthy.  The  only  currency  in 
the  world  to  come  is  infinite  love.  The  human 
soul  is  an  immortal  spirit  which  demands  nei- 
ther wealth,  food,  nor  clothing  after  it  has  taken 
its  departure  from  the  body.  The  true  God  who 
has  created  man  to  dwell  with  him  in  his  eternal 
kingdom  does  not  bestow  peace  in  turn  for 
wealth  donated;  but  will  bestow  peace  only  ac- 
cording to  the  life  lived.  If  we  say  lhat  peace  can 
be  obtained  by  weallhy  men  only,  we  thereby  say 
lhat  the  Lord  has  opened  a  poisonous  fountain 
for  man;  for  should  such  be  the  case,  we  would 
seek  to  obtain  wealth  by  many  questionable  means 
in  order  to  gain  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  If  the  Lord  has  destined  some  people  to 
suffer  poverty  from  biith,  and  then,  against  such 
close  the  doors  of  heaven,  he  would  be  called  un- 
just. But  usually  the  poor  aie  less  sinful  than 
the  wealthy.  They  are  more  in  accordance  with 
His  will,  who  loves  viitue  rather  than  riches. 
Every  one  should  sliive  to  attain  (o  true  happiness 
and  heaven.  The  only  two  things  which  God  ie- 
quires  of  man  in  granting  to  him  these  blessings 
are,  to  believe  in  what  he  has  revealed  and  obey 
that  which  he  has  commanded.  These  two  things 
we  must  receive  and  keep.  In  conclusion,  I  say, 
he  who  is  to  be  blessed  in  the  world  to  come,  be  he 
rich  or  poor,  noble  or  ignoble,  must  live  righteous 
in  this." 

Now  the  judges  in  this  discussion  were  all 
wealthy  men.  They  regarded,  as  the  majority  of 
wealthy  Japanese  do,  the  poor  as  ex-communicat- 
ed from  society  ;  still  they  were  compelled  to  admit 


ihe  tiuth  of  Xaviei's  statement-,.  They  agired 
upon  tin  ee  points. 

1.  —  The  cheques  of  Buddhists  weie  but  frandu- 
lent  means  lo  obtain  the  wealth  of  ihe  people. 

2.  — The  soul  61  the  dead  needs  no  wealth. 

3.  — The  poor  may  obtain  enhance  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  as  well  as  the  rich. 

Fukara  dono,  and  l h one  of  his  sect,  on  (he  con- 
trai  y,  wei  e  exceedingly  pei  plexed  and  excited  about 
this  decision,  for  they  wei  e  iheiehy  stigmatized  as 
frauds,  and  since  this  custom  of  issuing  cheques 
was  the  principal  source  of  income,  that  it  should 
be  set  at  naught  by  Xavier  was  almost  loo  much 
for  ihem.  But  since  it  was  so  decided  they  sub- 
mitted in  silence.  They  then  adjourned  until  the 
following  day. 

Now  llie  people  advised  the  Buddhists  lo  with- 
draw from  the  debate  as  they  brought  evil  upon 
themselves  ;  but  they  at  once  saw  that  in  doing 
so  ihey  would  admit  their  defeal  and  lose  the  con- 
fidence of  their  constituents. 

On  the  following  day  they  came  lo  the  place  of 
discussion  and  weie  very  couiteous. 

Fukara-douo  was  accompanied  by  six  other 
Buddhists  chosen  from  among  the  3,000  of  the 
town  in  which  they  lived.  He  began  his  discussion 
by  extolling  the  virtues  of  the  cheque  system  and 
the  necessity  of  the  poor  being  cast  into  hell.  The 
lord  stopped  him  at  once  and  told  that  these  two 
subjects  had  already  been  decided. 

The  criticism  of  Xavier  that  Buddha  punishes 
men  in  hell  with  exceeding  tonnent  was  a  subject 
of  great  importance  and  dare  not  be  disregarded  ; 
for  if  they  did  so  it  would  biing  upon  them  the 
greatest  disgrace,  especially  if  it  was  pteached 
throughout  Japan.  Fukara-dono  relapsed  into 
silence,  for  he  saw  the  truth  of  Xavier's  arguments. 
Laying  aside  these  two  subjects  be  asked.  What 
is  llie  doctrine  you  preach  ?  And  can  we  not  be  saved 
except  we  believe  in  and  obey  your  doctrine? 

Xavier  was  now  compelled  to  explain  to  him  the 
principal  doctrines  of  Christianity,  original  sin,  the 
birth  of  the  Son  of  God,  his  life,  his  crucifixion 
and  death  for  sinful  man,  his  resurrection  and  as- 
cension, his  final  coming  to  this  world  again  at  the 
day  of  judgment.  To  show  the  necessity  of 
obedience  to  the  Lord's  commands,  and  lo  impress 
upon  their  minds  the  Christian  faith,  he  further 
said,  "  It  is  a  natural  law  that  the  soul  of  man 
should  be  controlled  by  the  power  of  God,  for  God 
is  our  Creator  and  we  must  devote  our  powers, our 
minds  and  souls  to  Him.  Though  the  law  may  be 
contrary  to  our  feelings  and  our  inclinations  yet 
we  are  to  keep  this  law  and  serve  him  with  all  our 
souls.  And  though  his  revealed  truth  may  seem 
contrary  to  human  nature  yet  we  are  to  believe 
Him  with  all  our  heart  and  worship  Him  with  all 
our  soul.  God  is  infinite.  His  providence  cannot 
be  comprehended  with  a  finite  mind.  If  we  could 
compiehend  (clearly  know)  his  revelations,  he 
would  then  cease  to  be  God.  Those  who  have  on 
idea  of  teligion  aie  led  into  immeasurable  depths 
of  perplexities  by  walking  according  to  their 
own  peculiar  wisdom.  They  each,  individually, 
frame  their  own  religion  by  their  own  life  and 
conduct.  Every  being,  were  he  wise  and  saintly, 
would  necessarily  fall  into  immeasurable  miscon- 
ceptions. Human  beings,  unless  they  possess 
some  kind  of  religion,  doubt  that  which  they 
should  believe,  and  are  undecided  what  to  do  in 
order  to  obtain  happiness. 

Xavier  again  said,  "  God  is  omniscient,  nothing 
can  tempt  him.  He  is  just,  hence  He  tempts  no 
one.  He  has  clearly  shown  us  that  we  should 
believe  in,  and  worship  Him,  and  thus  obtain  life 
eternal.  Those  to  whom  he  has  revealed  his  will, 
have  always  been  the  most  divinely  favoured 
people  in  the  woild.  To  pi omote  the  increase  of 
faith,  God  gave  to  the  divinely  favoured  the  power 
to  perform  miracles — to  divide  the  waters  of  the 
sea,  to  cleave  the  rock  and  cause  from  the  clefl 
streams  of  water  to  flow,  to  stop  the  movement  of 
the  sun  and  to  raise  the  dead.  These  have  been 
performed,  and  have  demonstrated  to  ihe  people 
lhat  the  great  piophets  and  teachers  received  thin 
gift  from  God.  To  save  the  soul  and  to  annul 
superstition,  God  sent  His  only  beloved  Son  into 
the  world,  through  whom  we  have  redemption  and 
entrance  into  Paradise.  The  Son  of  God,  to 
assure  man  that  he  was  Divine,  raised  the 
dead,  healed  the  sick,  gave  sight  to  the  blind, 
hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  caused  the  lame  to  walk. 
These  miracles  he  performed  before  the  people. 
And  at  last,  to  redeem  man  from  sin,  he  died  will- 
ingly on  the  cross  and  after  three  days  arose  from 
the  dead. 

Whal  wonderful  miracles  he  has  performed  to 
demonstrate  the  truthfulness  of  His  doctrines  !  He 
taught  that  man  is  to  be  saved,  the  unity  of  his  re- 
ligion, the  immortality  of  the  same,  the  destiny  of 
the  same  after  death — heaven  or  hell,  eternal  judg- 
ment in  the  court  of  God  respecting  the  good  or 
evil  deeds  of  man  and  the  uniting  of  soul  and 
body.    His  disciples  were  sent  into  various  parts 


of  ihe  country  In  pi  cadi  His  doctrius,  peifoim 
inh'ac)6lj  and  give  testimony  to  the  divinity  of  the 
doctl  inn." 

The  Buddhists  were  all  stiicken  with  wonder  at 
ihe  myslei  ies  of  this  docli  inc.  The  loid,  howaver, 
who  had  heard  ol  (he  miracles  Xavier  perfoimed 
111  India,  Kagoshuna,  and  al  Y.unagiu.hi  was  not 
so  much  astonished.  On  (he  contrary,  he  extolled 
llie  doctrine  and  praised  Xavier. 

In  Continuing  his  (heme,  Xavier  said,  "  My  lord, 
you  readily  see  that  the  Japanese  religion  ii  not 
able  to  save  man  ;  for  a  false  religion,  or  a  religion 
which  worships  false  gods  can  never  save  the  life 
of  any  man.  I  have  already  proved  the  unity  of 
the  true  God. 

"  But  the  Japanese  religion  worships  many  gods 
and  is  polytheistic.  I  have  also  pioved  that  the 
tine  God  is  an  eternal  Spirit  ;  but  the  Japanese 
people  honour  those  who  die  and  make  them  gods 
(Spiiit).  There  is  nothing,  indeed,  so  deceitful 
and  so  little  worthy  of  faith  al  this.  Do  you  think 
that  we  can  be  saved  if  we  ascribe  to  man  and 
devils  (hat  reverence  that  should  be  given  to  God 
only  t" 

"  No  man,  I  think,  is  consistent  who  believes 
two  opposing  theories — he  must  be  unreasonable. 
Hence  no  religion  can  be  true  which  contiadicts 
itself  or  teaches  fallacious  doctrines.  Man  can 
not  believe  two  religions  when  one  contradicts  the 
other.  One  is  false  the  other  tine.  The  theory 
of  one  God  and  the  theory  of  several  gods  is  no 
less  different.  Christianity  teaches  the  unity  of 
the  God-head,  the  Japanese  religion  believes  in 
polytheism.  But  I  have  already  explained  the 
impossibility  of  the  existence  of  many  gods. 
Therefore  polytheism  must  be  heathenish  and  not 
true.  It  is  not  consistent  with  the  will  of  God,  the 
great  Source  of  truth.  No  one  can  be  saved  by 
polytheism. 

"  I  have  one  thing  more  to  say.  Since  Chris- 
tianity is  a  true  religion,  it  will  never  lead  man  into 
heathenism.    It  proclaims  justice,  and  antagonizes 

injustice. 

"  Christianity  declares  one  true  God,  and  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  as  superior  to  all  other  teach- 
ings, and  thus  exposes  the  falsity  of  heathenism. 
Evei  yone  must  be  a  Christian  in  order  to  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  All  disbelievers  will  surely 
be  cast  into  hell." 

Fulcara-dono  was  stunned  with  this  doctrine,  but 
when  he  saw  the  people  were  waiting  for  an  an- 
swer, he  boldly  said,  "  If  the  religion  of  the  west 
is  true  our  religion  must  be  false,  and  no  man  can 
be  saved  by  it.  But  in  order  to  criticise  the  Japa- 
nese religion  you  should  first  understand  the  truth 
of  your  own.  All  what  you  have  said  is  inconsist- 
ent. You  have  proclaimed  in  the  first  place  so 
many  unreasonable  things — that  God  did  not  pre- 
vent man  from  committing  sin,  He  even  anticipat- 
ed the  temptation  of  man  by  Satan — the  death  of 
His  son  by  man,  and  that  he  has  left  Japan  only 
in  daikness  and  ignorance  while  He  has  civilized 
many  foreign  countries.  I  would  like  to  know  the 
reason  of  these  things." 

Xavier  very  quickly  answered  his  questions,  and 
FuUara-dono  was  compelled  to  hold  his  tongue. 

The  Portuguese  say  that  Xavier  so  utterly  de- 
feated the  Buddhists  lhat  they  blushed  for  shame. 
If  the  Buddhists  recognized  the  impossibility  of 
many  gods,  how  could  they  continue  to  proclaim 
their  religion?  If  they  recognized  the  falsity  of 
iheir  doctrine  how  can  they  continue  to  believe  it  ? 

Xavier  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  philo- 
sophical ability. 

The  following  account  could  have  been  given 
by  his  own  genius  only.  He  explained  that  it  is 
a  glory  to  God  to  be  worshipped  by  free  moral 
beings,  as  men  and  angels.  For  this  purpose 
God  has  endowed  them  with  the  power  of  volition. 
However,  he  might  be  worshipped  by  powerless 
slaves  and  not  by  free  beings.  The  nature  of  this 
freedom  with  which  man  is  endowed  inclines  to 
either  evil  or  good — one  or  the  other.  But  God, 
of  course,  possessed  the  power  to  prevent  the  sins 
of  man  (to  pardon  the  sins  of  man)  so  that  some 
may  live  sinless  and  innocent.  But  to  make  it 
impossible  for  men  and  angels  to  sin  would  be 
contrary  to  their  freedom  and  would  at  once  in- 
dicate partiality.  Although  our  ancestors  have 
fallen  into  the  depths  of  sin,  it  was  by  no  other 
power  but  that  which  God  knew  was  in  existence. 
He  has  manifested  bis  authority  as  Judge,  by 
judging  the  angels  who  committed  sin,  and  bis 
grace  by  saving  man  who  was  led  into  sin  by 
the  temptation  of  Satan.  Let  this  great  power 
to  judge  be  hidden  until  eternity  shall  dawn. 

Eternal  punishment  is  a  necessity  to  bring 
man  into  obedience.  Even  if  people  are  left  to 
themselves,  they  recognize  the  justice  of  punish- 
ing the  sins  which  they  have  committed.  One 
more  reason  why  God  allowed  man  to  fall  into 
sin  is  because  man  is  naturally  pioud  and  filled 
with  lust,  and  this  was  done  to  humble  him. 

But  the  grace  of  God  is  superior  to  His  judg- 
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men  IS.  We  prove  it  by  the  incarnation  of  Christ, 
the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  was  sent  down  from 
heaven.  The  overflow  of  His  grace  was  like  the 
overflow  of  an  inexhaustible  fountain.  The  des- 
cension  of  the  Son  of  God  is  the  descension  of  His 
grace.  The  manifestation  of  His  power  ill  crea- 
tion, the  unity  of  the  Divine  and  human  natures, 
and  his  appearance  as  a  man  show  forth  His  glory 
and  grace.  Some  pages  are  here  devoted  to  the 
work  of  Christ  and  historical  proofs  of  His  divinity, 
but  as  they  differ  so  little  fiom  that  already  given 
we  omit  details.  The  fact  that  the  Apostles  took 
up  the  work  where  Christ  left  off,  and  feai  lessly 
went  into  various  parts  of  the  world  preaching  and 
performing  miracles  seemed  to  add  force  to  his 
arguments. 

His  answer  to  the  question  of  the  Buddhists  why 
God  had  left  Japan  in  darkness  and  ignorance  for 
many  ages,  was  as  follows: — "  It  was  my  purpose 
to  puzzle  the  Buddhists  before  they  could  interfere 
with  the  faith  of  the  believers.  But  I  was  success- 
ful in  annihilating  the  superstition  of  the  people  by 
the  grace  of  God.  I  remaiked  chiefly,  to  the 
people,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God  is  the 
most  ancient  of  all  doctrines.  Befoie  the  Japanese 
received  their  doctrine  from  China,  they  intui- 
tively knew  that  it  was  wrong  to  kill  and  to 
steal  and  commit  other  crimes,  which  things  are 
taught  in  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God.  On  hear- 
ing this  doctrine  the  Japanese  immediately  re- 
pented in  sorrow,  and  were  grieved  at  even  a 
single  crime." 

He  also,  in  this  connection,  remarked  that,  "  It 
is  a  natural  law  of  man  to  love  good  and  hate 
evil."  This  he  sought  to  impress  upon  their  minds 
very  firmly.  If  we  enquire  of  the  barbarians — the 
savage — respecting  these  things  they  will  reply  at 
once  ihatkilling  and  stealingand  such  like  is  wrong. 
This  needs  no  discussion.  If  God,  the  Creator  of 
the  universe,  did  not  teach  man  these  things,  then 
where  did  he  learn  tl'.ein  ?  If  barbarians  compre- 
hend these  things,  how  much  more  intelligently 
should  civilized  nations  believe  and  obey  them? 
I  dare  say  that  the  law  of  God  was  sealed  in  the 
heart  of  man  before  the  law  of  man  was,  and  no 
one  can  escape  the  punishment  of  sin  no  matter 
how  much  he  may  reason  against  such  doctrine, 

In  continuation  of  this  argument,  he  remarked 
that  men  are  led  to  Christianity  by  natural  laws, 
and  those  who  disobey  these  natural  laws  of  right 
and  wrong  and  turn  to  idols  are  lost.  This  aroused 
the  indignation  of  the  idolators  who  at  once  re- 
marked that,  in  such  a  case,  their  ancestors  were 
lost.  But  Xavier  himself  says  that  the  idolators 
at  last  saw  the  magnanimity  of  this  law,  and  very 
gladly  submitted  to  what  he  had  said. 

This  debate  continued  for  five  days.  Christi- 
anity was  bitterly  opposed  by  every  one,  but  the 
judges  decided  in  favour  of  Xavier. 

The  lord  declared  that  the  religion  which  Xavier 
taught  was  more  in  accordance  with  truth  and  hu- 
man laws  than  the  religion  of  the  Buddhists. 

Turning  to  Fukara-dono  and  his  associates,  he 
said  : — "  It  should  be  clear  to  you  by  this  time,  that 
no  one  can  make  or  rebuke  such  a  divine  being  as 
Christ,  and  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  mis- 
sionary. I  have  also  perceived  that  your  religion 
is  not  real  and  honourable  because  you  threaten 
me.  Begone!  every  one  of  you  !  You  must  become 
better  men."  The  Buddhists  were  stunned  as  if 
struck  with  a  thunder-bolt.  Gnashing  their  teeth 
and  ill  dire  vexation  they  retired  from  the  lord's 
palace,  reviling  his  name. 

Xavier,  on  the  contrary,  was  calm  and  tran- 
quil. The  lord  look  him  by  the  hand  and  led  him 
into  the  hall  with  his  followers  where  he  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  successful  triumphs  on  the 
field  of  battle.  Thus  the  discussion  closed.  The 
consequences  were  a  great  boon  to  Christianity. 
Only  a  few  of  those  present  became  Christians, 
simply  because  the  lord  did  not  make  his  purposes 
on  this  subject  public. 

It  was  also  difficult  for  many  to  become  Chris- 
tians because  the  Japanese  are  licentious  fiom 
their  youth  and  are  sunken  in  immorality.  They 
were  very  reluctant  in  giving  up  their  lusts  for 
this  new  religion.  The  words  of  Xavier  weie  seeds 
of  Divine  doctrine  sown  in  the  soil  of  human  hearts 
and  an  abundant  harvest  is  sure  ill  the  future. 

Before  noting  the  return  of  Xavier  to  his  home, 
we  must  record  a  little  incident  which  happened 
in  Yamaguchi. 

XIV. 

At  the  time  Xavier  was  earnestly  discussing 
with  the  Buddhists  of  Bungo,  Mr.  Torres  was 
trying  to  aveit  an  attack  of  the  Buddhists  at  Ya- 
maguchi, which  arose  after  Xaviei's  departure 
from  that  place. 

The  Buddhists  sought  the  more  to  peisecute 
Mr.  Torres  and  brought  to  him  many  difficult 
questions.  We  will  notice  a  few  of  these  questions 
taken  from  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Xavier.  The 
questions    were  similar  to  those  put  to  Xavier, 


the  facts  of  which  the  author  claims  to  have  also 
learned  from  other  very  reliable  sources. 

The  Buddhistsof  Yamaguchi  asked  Torres  "with 
what  sort  of  substance  did  God  make  the  human 
soul  ?  and  what  colour  does  this  soul  possess?" 

Torres  replied,  "The  human  soul  is  spiiitual 
and  is  not  created  from  material  substances,  but 
from  vacuum.  (Chaos,  nonentity.)  As  to  the 
cause  of  all  things,  natural  or  artificial,  its  power  is 
limited  and  it  produces  only  things  of  its  kind. 

The  things  originated  do  not  belong  to  their 
cause;  but  is  infinite.  He  needs  no  substances 
from  which  to  originate  or  produce  things.  His 
spirit  is  truly  spiritual  and  cannot  have  its 
cause  in  the  body  which  is  inferior  to  spirit.  The 
spirit  must  have  been  produced  from  nonentity  or 
vacuum.  Form  and  colour  are  attributes  of  ma- 
terial substances.  The  spirit  does  not  belong  to 
the  circle  of  mateiial  substances,  but  is  spiritual, 
hence  has  neither  form  nor  colour." 

The  Buddhists  again  asked,  "  The  spirit  may 
be  nothing  if  it  has  no  colour." 

Before  replying  to  this  Torres  asked,  "  We  ac- 
knowledge the  existence  of  air — what  colour  has 
itl  Is  it  white,  black,  gray,  or  yellow  ?  "  They 
answered  that  air  is  without  colour.  Torres  again 
said,  "  But  air  is  a  substance,  and  is  one  of  the 
four  elements  which  compose  the  world.  Now 
you  say  that  air  is  without  colour,  is  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  understand  that  the  spirit  has  no  colour, 
since  it  is  an  invisible  as  the  air  ?  " 

They  acknowledged  the  force  of  the  argument 
and  were  compelled  to  retire  from  the  hall. 

Another  wise  priest  came  to  Torres  and  asked, 
"  What  is  God  ?  and  is  there  only  one  true  God  ?" 
Torres  saw  the  necessity  of  answering  this  ques- 
tion clearly,  as  the  most  illustrious  priests  lived  in 
Yamaguchi.  He  said,  "I  understand  the  term 
'True  God'  to  mean  the  Creator  of  the  universe. 
He  who  has  created  the  world  and  rules  it  by  His 
wisdom,  preserves  it  by  his  power,  causes  it  to 
flourish  by  his  providence,  and  whose  attributes 
and  power  are  infinite  and  eternal."  He  then  ex- 
plained why  all  those  present  should  acknowledge 
the  true  God,  very  much  in  the  same  way  as  X-iv- 
ier  did. 

He  said,  "  As  we  see  the  movement  of  the  eai  th 
we  perceive  the  necessity  of  a  cause.  As  we  see 
the  existence  of  things,  animate  or  inanimate, 
things  which  excite  our  feelings,  we  see  the  neces- 
sity of  a  Creator  who  created  these  things.  For 
the  earth  cannot  exist  of  itself.  Nothing  cannot 
produce  something. 

Nothing  is  non-existent.  If  we  admit  non-ex- 
istence, we  must  admit  that  the  world  exi>Lrfd 
before  it  did  exist,  and  naturally  caused  itsell  to 
exist.  But  this  is  illogical.  Motion  must  neces- 
sarily have  existence.  Before  the  earth  could 
exist  spontaneously  there  must  have  been  a  pi  ior 
existence.  Such  a  statement  is  called  petitio 
principii  or  begging  the  question.  If  we  accept 
the  doctrine  of  the  spontaneous  origin  of  the 
universe,  and  its  evolution  from  nothing,  we  must 
have  same  eternal  and  infinite  cause  prior  to  the 
origin  of  tha  universe.  This  cause,  we  call  the 
true  God,  eternal,  infinite,  ruling  the  world  and  all 
that  in  it  is,  unlimited  in  power,  and  the  one  who 
created  man  a  free  moral  being." 

After  Torres  had  proved  to  them  the  existence 
of  God,  he  explained  to  them  how  illogical  it  was 
to  believe  in  the  existence  of  two  or  more  gods,  ac- 
cording to  the  theology  taught  by  Fukara-dono  in 
the  presence  of  Xavier. 

All  admitted  the  reasonableness  of  these  state- 
ments, and  even  the  Buddhists,  who  detested  such 
a  doctrine,  confessed  its  truthfulness. 

But  to  hide  his  ignorance  the  priest  again 
asked,  "  Where  will  the  spirit  go  after  it  leaves  the 
body  ?  "  Tori  es  answered,  "  The  spirit  of  the  good 
go  to  worship  God  in  heaven  and  are  eternally 
blessed  and  happy.  But  the  spirit  of  the  evil  is 
cast  into  the  lake  of"  fire  and  brimstone,  and  is 
eternally  punished  by  Satan." 

Some  of  those  present  asked,  "  Who  is  Satan  ?" 
Torres  replied,  "  Satan  is  the  evil  spirit,  at  enmity 
with  God,  jealous  and  proud.  This  spirit  con- 
stantly tempts  and  deceives  men  into  wickedness 
and  liys  to  lead  them  into  his  own  condition." 

The  Buddhists  then  asked,  "  How  can  we  be 
as  wicked  as  Satan?"  He  answered,  "This 
wickedness  is  caused  by  evil  and  haughty  dis- 
positions. The  tiuth  of  the  matter  is  this,  Satan 
was  the  most  spiiitual  of  the  spiritual,  and  was 
created  by  God.  He  had  absolute  power.  But 
as  his  features  were  beautiful,  he  was  bewitched 
by  his  own  beauty  and  planned  to  icsemble  God. 
He  withdrew  from  God's  domain  and  became 
independent.  God  could  not  endure  such  insub- 
ordination and  violence,  and  expelled  him  and  his 
followers  to  hell.  He  stripped  him  of  his  honour 
and  his  inheritance  in  Paradise.  As  an  example 
to  sinful  man  he  and  his  followers  were  cast  into 
the  fire  in  the  bottom  of  the  earth  where  they  are  in 
eternal  torment." 


The  Buddhists  said,  "We  understand  that  it 
was  proper  for  God  to  punish  Satan  because  of  his 
wickedness,  pride,  and  rebellion.  But  why  does 
Satan  tempt  us  I  Is  it  any  gain  to  him  if  we  are 
lost?  Is  he  blessed  if  we  suffer?  Does  it  lessen 
his  torment  if  we  are  made  to  suffer  with  him  ?  " 

Torres  answered,  "  No  !  That  can  not  be  the 
reason.  On  the  contrary,  as  his  sins  are  heavy, 
his  punishment  is  multiplied  ;  as  when  oil  is  thrown 
into  the  fire  its  flame  is  increased.  However,  his 
greatest  desire  is  to  tempt  men  to  do  wrong. 
This  is  because  he,  Satan,  has  three  pernicious 
characteristics  viz.,  wickedness,  pride,  and  jeal- 
ousy. As  a  wicked  being  he  bitterly  hates  every- 
thing that  loves  or  is  like  God.  As  a  jealous 
being  he  delights  in  the  misfortune  of  men  and 
can  not  endure,  even  a  glance  at  those  who  reet 
in  Paradise.  As  a  foul  being,  he  has  no  control 
over  his  will.  He  is  constantly  trying  to  be  God. 
This  desire  is  in  part  gratified  if  he  can  lead  men 
to  destruction  ;  because  by  this  act  he  exercises  a 
certain  control  over  the  souls  of  men  which  has 
once  exercised  by  God,  and  he  may  be  like  God 
in  this  that  he  receives  praise  and  obedience  of 
men  which  should  be  rendered  to  God."  The 
Buddhists  asked,  "  Has  God  not  the  power  to 
control  the  woik  of  Satan  ?  Since  God  loves  us 
and  desires  to  save  us,  why  does  he  disregard  the 
injury  done  us  by  Satan  ?  " 

Torres  replied,  "  The  reason  why  God  tempts 
us  through  Satan  is  to  redeem  us.  All  those  who 
are  without  virtue  cannot  enter  the  road  to  hea- 
ven. Without  opposition  there  can  be  no  virtue. 
For  instance,  the  sharp  sword,  if  not  repeatedly 
cleaned  and  kept  in  a  scabbard,  will  eventually 
rust.  Also  seawater,  if  it  contained  no  salt  and 
was  not  frequently  put  in  motion  by  the  storm 
would  eventually  became  stagnant.  Unless  man 
is  not  opposed  and  tempted  his  virtue  will  decrease. 
Our  present  world  is  supported  by  mutual  attrac- 
tion and  opposition.  The  spiritual  world  also, 
existed  by  temptation.  In  order  to  attain  to  Para- 
dise, we  must  progress  without  delay.  When 
Satan  tempts  us,  God  shows  us  the  way  in  which 
to  go.  Temptation  is  like  a  needle  that  pricks  the 
waves  and  excites  sensation,  it  reminds  us  that  we 
must  not  slumber  on  our  way  heavenward.  Unless 
we  are  tempted  in  this  world,  how  can  we  know 
our  weakness,  be  sure  of  God's  guidance  and  cry 
upon  him  for  help  ?  Without  battle,  a  warrior  is 
without  merit.  Without  an  enemy  there  can  be 
no  battle." 

'*  But  the  king  will  praise  no  one  unless  he  suc- 
ceeds in  his  duties.  Although  God  has  the  power 
to  prohibit  Satan,  he  desires  the  weakest  man  to 
overcome  Satan,  The  angels  in  heaven  are  never 
tempted.  More  than  half  of  their  number  have 
fallen  into  hell  on  account  of  their  sins19  we  there- 
fore must  realize  that  God  tempts  us  to  save  us." 

The  Buddhists  then  asked  the  following  :  "  Since 
God  has  created  man  to  live  a  divine  life  and  at 
last  take  him  to  heaven,  why  does  he  allow  man  to 
gratify  his  lust  and  thus  be  led  into  wickedness  ?" 

Torres  immediately  answered,  "  God  created 
man  with  a  power  to  control  his  lust.  But  man 
has  done  wrong,  and  in  doing  so  has  lost  the 
power  to  control  his  lust.  Consequently,  God,  to 
keep  man  in  obedience,  has  caused  him  to  see 
his  own  weakness."  Another  question  put 
by  the  Buddhists,  and  one  which  was  frequently 
asked  Xavier,  is  as  follows  :  "  Is  there  no  way  of 
escape  for  those  who  are  cast  into  hell,  or  must 
they  remain  there  eternally  in  such  misery?" 

Xaviei's  answer  was  that  there  was  110  change 
in  their  condition,  it  was  eternal. 

The  newly  converted  Christians  hearing  this 
answer  asked  Xavier,  "  If  so,  are  our  ancestors, 
who  were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  God,  forever 
in  the  fire  of  hell?" 

Xavier  replied,  "  Truly,  they  are  !  But  their 
punishment  is  their  own  fault,  because  the 
law  of  God  is  the  law  of  nature.  This  your  rea- 
son will  make  clear  to  you.  If  they  had  obeyed 
this  law,  they  might  have  found  peace  of  mind." 

This  was  hard  for  them  to  bear.  They  began 
to  lament  and  weep  at  these  woi  ds.  Xavier  sym- 
pathized with  them  every  much. 

Torres's  answer  is^  much  like  the  above. 
He,  in  order  to  explain  to  the  people  the  im- 
partiality of  God's  judgments  made  reference  to 
the  sinfulness  of  sin,  the  work  of  tiansgres- 
sors,  and  the  necessity  of  eternal  punishment, 
which  gave  them  some  comfort.  He  also  remark- 
ed that  the  degree  of  punishment  was  according 
to  the  will  of  the  transgressor  and  not  according 
to  the  greatness  of  his  sins. 

Some  other  matters  were  stated  in  extenua- 
tion of  this  doctrine,  but  are  irrelevant  and  of 
little  consequence.  This,  however,  was  added 
with  emphasis,  "  Suppose  the  punishment  in  hell 
would  not  be  eternal,  the  fear  of  hell  would  be 
very    freble  in    keeping    men   from  committing 

It  is  difficult  to  harmonize  these  statements. 
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ciimes.  All  would  imagine  that  eternal  pleasure 
would  follow  this  probation  in  torment,  and  have 
little  icgard  for  this  limited  punishment." 

He  then  said  :  "  The  reason  why  Japanese 
are  so  rude  and  barbarous  anil  addicted  to  im- 
temperance  is  because  they  believe  that  their 
future  punishment  will  not  be  eternal.  They  pay 
little  heed  to  this  punishment.  They  suppose  that 
in  a  few  years  they  will  escape  from  their  punish- 
ment.'-0 Suppose  this  were  true,  what  a  world  of 
wickedness  there  would  be  I"  He  concluded  his 
argument  by  saying,  "  h  is  moie  consistent  for 
God  to  eternally  punish  transgressors  of  his  law 
than  to  make  the  punishment  temporal.  All  legis- 
lators work  for  the  peace  of  the  country  by  punish- 
ing- crime.  To  prohibit  lust  and  carnal  desires 
eternal  punishment  is  meted  out  to  transgressors. 
It  is  obvious  that  God  will  bring  his  wrath  upon 
transgressors  in  order  to  keep  men  fioni  gratifying 
carnal  desires."  In  many  ways  he  sought  to  prove 
the  magnitude  of  God's  grace,  His  impartiality, 
his  justice  in  judgment.  He  said,  "  If  there  were 
no  religion  the  people  could  have  no  salvation. 
Christianity  teaches  that  punishment  is  eternal. 
So  God  taught  in  the  beginning;  so  the  prophets 
prophecied,  so  the  disciples  preached.  To  show  the 
dire  effects  of  sin,  God  sent  His  Son  into  the 
world  to  save  man  from  sin.  If  any  one  doubts 
this,  he  has  forsaken  religion.  From  ancient  limes, 
how  many  of  the  old  and  young,  men  and  women, 
rich  and  poor,  noble  and  ignoble,  have  trampled 
sensual  pleasures  under  foot  to  escape  eternal 
punishment  !  How  many  thousands  have  died  in 
massacres  and  as  martyrs  !  Even  those  who  do 
not  believe  this  doctrine  confess  that  men  are  holy 
and  divine  who  do  not  fall  into  the  punishment  of 
hell.  This  is  apparent  and  has  been  clearly  stated 
repeatedly.  We  must  confess  that  those  who 
wish  for  such  punishment  instead  of  avoiding  it 
are  exceedingly  great  fools."  The  accounts  as 
given  above  are  taken  from  a  letter  of  Torres 
to  Xavier,  who  left  Bungo,  Nov.  28,  1551. 

XV. 

When  Xavier  left  Yamaguchi,  the  Buddhists 
of  that  place  thought  that  they  could  exterminate 
Christianity  without  difficulty.  But  they  were 
utterly  defeated  in  their  discussions.  They  then 
resolved  to  create  a  tumult  in  the  province,  for 
they  knew  that  they  could  not  possibly  conquer 
Torres  in  discussing  with  him.  They  said,  "  The 
Christian  Missionary  steals  our  children  by  night, 
drinks  their  blood  and  eats  their  flesh.  He  (the 
lord)  told  us  that  these  two  Europeans  and  his 
pupils  and  their  doctrine  is  what  he  taught."  And 
again,  "  We  have  truly  seen  the  devils  casting  fire 
upon  the  palace  as  by  lightning.  This  must  be 
the  punishment  of  the  gods  because  the  lord  al- 
lowed these  men  of  strange  religion  to  enter  our 
Srate  and  oppose  our  gods." 

The  singular  way  in  which  the  Buddhists 
threatened  the  people  in  order  to  seize  their 
wealth  was  by  proclaiming  the  most  direful 
calamities  which  would  fall  upon  those  who  did 
not  worship  and  serve  the  gods  generously. 

Such  tumults  were  frequent  hi  Japan,  and  there- 
fore their  prophecies  were  sometimes  true.  Con- 
sequently the  people  would  offer  to  the  Buddhist 
priests  many  of  the  things  they  would  demand  of 
them.  But  the  chief  way  in  which  their  prophe- 
cies were  fulfilled  consisted  in  this,  that  they  some- 
times knew  beforehand  who  would  rebel  against 
the  lord,  or  that  they  themselves  had  planned  such 
revolt.  Within  a  few  days  after  this  proclamation 
or  threatening  by  the  Buddhists,  a  poweiful  coun- 
cil, filled  with  haired  against  the  lord,  incited  to 
rebellion  and  attacked  the  town  of  Yamaguchi. 

The  lord  of  Yamaguchi  was  not  prepared  to 
resist  the  attack,  neither  able  to  defend  the  castle 
against  the  enemy.  He  escaped  by  strategy,  but 
his  enemies  pursued  him.  He  was  ashamed  to  be 
killed  by  the  hands  of  his  enemy.  He  bravely, 
according  to  Japanese  custom  which  he  honoured 
and  praised  as  most  courageous,  after  sending 
word  to  his  assistant  to  burn  his  body  so  that  even 
his  ashes  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemy,  killed  his  own  child  with  his  own  sword, 
and  then  killed  himself  by  hara  kiri. 

The  enemy  were  furious,  ihey  murdered  citizens, 
burned  houses,  and  ravaged  what  they  could.  The 
lord's  palace  was  also  burned.  They  were  indeed 
sanguinary.  Some  people  who  were  at  enmity  with 
others  took  this  opportunity  to  revenge  themsel ves, 
and  others  resorted  to  ravaging  and  committing 
other  depredations.  They  murdered  each  other 
in  their  houses.  This  continued  for  eight  days, 
and  it  is  written  that  the  corpses,  if  put  upon  one 
heap,  would  make  quite  a  hill  and  the  blood  shed 
would  make  a  river.  Wherever  the  murderers  went, 
screaming  and  lamentation  resounded  through 
fields  and  alleys  of  the  city;  and  no  matter  how 
diligently  they  sought  for  refuge  there  was  none 
to    be   found,    for   all    the   gates  were  closely 

"°  See  the  doctrine  of  Jo-Ju-E-Ku. 
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guarded  by  the  ainiies  ol  the  enemy.  As  ihoy 
were  ashamed  In  be  killed  by  tile  enemy,  ihey 
flung  themselves  from  the  walls  suiiounding  the 
casile  into  the  moat  below  and  weie  di  owned. 

Though  these  scenes  were  frightfully  ciuel,  the 
Buddhists  rejoiced  in  this  vicloiy  over  their 
enemy.  The  soldieis  ravaged  the  town  according 
to  iheir  pleasure  and  each  letuiued  with  his  hands 
full  of  booty.  After  the  army  had  retired,  the 
Buddhists  wandered  about  the  town  proudly  pro- 
claiming the  fulfillment  of  their  prophecy.  They 
said — "  The  calamities  at  this  lime  are  caused  by 
the  wrath  of  the  gods.  To  appease  the  wiath  of 
the  gods  we  must  at  once  execute  the  foreigner! 
who  are  the  cause  of  these  difficulties. 

The  Christians  were  constantly  persecuted, 
and  al  times  retorted  to  the  insults  of  the  Bud- 
dhists, who  said  that  wars,  famine,  floods,  and 
pestilence  were  results  of  the  religion  of  Rome. 
The  words,  "  Before  there  were  Christians,  way 
there  no  overflow  of  the  Tiber?  no  famine?  no 
pestilence?"  is  a  pertinent  statement  of  Saint 
Augustine  to  the  heathen.  But  the  inhabitants 
of  Yamaguchi  regarded  the  cause  of  these  dif- 
ficulties to  be  the  sudden  change  of  religion. 

They  were  greatly  excited  by  the  threats  of  the 
Buddhists  and  besought  the  bishop  to  offer  them 
as  a  saci  ifice  to  their  gods. 

However,  al  the  time  of  the  difficulties  al  Yama- 
guchi, none  of  ihe  newly  converted  Christians 
were  killed  nor  wounded.  The  Missionaries  of 
the  Jesuit  Church  were  saved  by  the  heathen. 
This  was  indeed  the  guiding  act  of  a  Divine  Hand. 

There  was  a  rich  Count  named  Naito-dono  and 
he  was  a  heathen,  yet  he  loved  the  Christian  mis- 
sionaries so  did  liis  wife;  because  the  foreigners 
always  entertained  them  with  great  care  and  ex- 
plained to  them  the  true  and  sincere  religion  ;  but 
as  they  were  under  some  obligations  to  the  Bud- 
dhists they  would  not  daie  to  be  baptized.  But 
since  they  preferred  the  missionaries  to  the  Bud- 
dhists, whenever  there  was  a  tumult  in  the  town 
the  missionaries  sent  all  their  valuables  to  the 
house  of  the  Count.  The  wife  consented  to  take 
charge  of  these  things,  and  requested  them,  in 
case  they  were  to  escape,  to  flee  to  her  house. 
But  the  enemy  was  numerous  and  impeded  the 
ways  of  the  missionaries  and  closed  many  of  the 
streets.  Whenever  they  went  from  their  home 
the  enemy  would  exclaim— -"  '1  he  foreigner  ridi- 
cules our  national  deties,  He  is  the  cause  of  our 
misery.  Catch  him  and  kill  him."  But  by  the 
guidance  of  God  they  passed  safely  through  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy. 

The  remarkable  incident  which  manifested  a 
divine  protection  and  guidance,  was  the  security 
with  which  the  foreigners  could  pass  to  and  fro 
tight  in  the  midst  of  such  a  ferocious  enemy. 
When  they  escaped  to  the  house  of  Naito,  he  sent 
them  to  a  Buddhist  temple  which  he  himself  had 
built,  and  commanded  the  priest  to  guard  them 
carefully  so  that  no  harm  could  reach  them.  The 
Buddhists  had  some  dispute  with  the  master  about 
ttiis  matter,  for  they  considered  the  foreigners  their 
arch  enemies  and  the  cause  of  the  present  tumult  • 
but  by  the  urgent  request  of  the  master  they  fin- 
ally yielded  and  put  them  into  an  uncomfortably 
small  room. 

Here  they  remained  for  three  days.  The  Count 
found  it  difficult  to  establish  peace  while  they  were 
in  a  Buddhist  temple,  so  he  took  them  into  his  own 
home.  After  selecting  a  place  of  safety,  namely, 
in  the  home  of  a  certain  Christian,  they  were  rej 
moved  to  lhat  place  and  kept  in  hiding  until  the 
tumult  was  over. 

The  high  officials  of  Yamaguchi  then  held  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  new  lord. 
According  to  the  decision  of  the  majority  the  elder 
brother  of  the  lord  of  Bungo  was  chosen  as  lord. 
This  man  was  very  courageous  and  very  reliable. 
They  sent  a  public  messenger  to  Bungo  to  inform 
him  of  his  election  to  the  lordly  throne  of  Yama- 
guchi. Xavier  wasat  Bungo  at  this  time  and  highly 
pleased  with  this  election.  He  thought  that  the 
recent  tumult  was  a  favourable  omen  for  Chris- 
tianity in  Japan,  because  the  last  lord  of  Yama- 
guchi was  intemperate  and  a  man  of  sanguinary 
disposition.  Xavier  once  told  him  in  the  presence 
of  the  Buddhists  that,  if  he  did  not  reform  he 
would  be  visited  with  punishment  from  heaven. 
His  high  officials  said  that  his  misfortune  at  this 
time  was  the  result  of  his  licentiousness.  The 
above  facts  are  given  in  a  letter  from  a  mission- 
ary to  his  teacher  when  Xavier  was  at  Bungo. 
The  letter  was  dated  Oct.  23,  1551.  From  that 
time  on  Xavier  earnestly  desired  the  lord  of 
Bungo  to  request  his  brother  to  look  favourably 
upon  the  Christians  in  Yamaguchi.  His  brother 
promised  Xavier  that  he  would  protect  the  Chris- 
tians when  they  were  ill  treated. 

At  this  time  the  preparations  for  the  departure 
of  the  Portuguese  vessels  were  completed  and  the 
petitions  for  Xavier's  return  to  India  frequent  and 
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urgent.  He  was  theiefoie  compelled  (o  leave 
Japan,  In  oidn  to  bid  farewell,  he  went  with  (he 
Portuguese  10  the  palace,  and  meeting  the  lord, 
kissed  his  hand  and  most  sincerely  and  leveintly 
thanked  him  for  all  his  kindnesses  lowaid  hirn, 
and  requested  the  lord  to  show  the  same  kindness 
to  his  successoi  who  was  soon  to  arrive.  The  lord 
expressed  his  soirow  at  the  departui e  of  Xavier 
and  said  to  ihe  Portuguese — "  You  must  show  me 
a  kindness  by  sending  some  one  to  succeed 
Xavier  in  the  work  here.  His  departure  is  like 
the  loss  of  a  father  to  me.  When  I  think  of  the 
impossibility  of  meeting  you  all  again,  my  sor- 
row is  moie  than  I  can  bear."  Xavier  also  ex 
piessed  similar  grief,  but  he  said  to  the  lord — "  I 
must  go  to  Goa  because  of  very  important  affairs 
there,  as  I  have  been  requested  by  theCaidinal 
of  India.  But  I  think  I  shall  again  visit  Japan 
and  China." 

Xavier  then  made  special  requests  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  among  the  people  and  said — "  I 
beg  of  you  my  lord  to  seek  the  prosperity  of 
your  soul  rather  than  that  of  your  position.  God 
will  provide  for  you  a  much  more  precious  crown 
than  that  which  you  now  wear.  If  you  live  the 
life  of  a  Christian  you  will  never  lose  that  crown. 
Set  not  your  affections  upon  worldly  pleasures  and 
the  attainment  of  transient  happiness.  No  reli- 
gion but  Christianity  teaches  the  doctrine  of  spiri- 
tual peace.  God  has  sent  me  from  a  distant 
corner  of  the  world  to  your  country  to  proclaim 
this  truth.  Such  grace  was  never  made  known  to 
you  before  not  to  your  ancestors.  Your  ancestors 
died  in  ignorance  of  their  sins.  If  my  lord  will 
not  accept  this  grace,  there  is  no  escape  for  him. 
So  far  as  you  have  comprehended  the  truth,  you 
should  live  accordingly.  Those  who  succeed  in 
great  things,  exalt  sagacity.  A  loss  of  a  single 
opportunity  will  often  cause  the  most  signal  fail- 
ures.  If  we  delay  in  obtaining  spiritual  peace  we 
subject  ourselves  to  great  danger.  Give  the  devil 
a  chance  and  he  will  interrupt  all  progress;  and 
the  Lord  will  withhold  his  grace  from  those  who 
love  darkness." 

My  lord,  listen  to  what  your  Creator  speaks  to 
you.  You  must  not  envelop  you  righteous  heart 
with  things  of  a  carnal  nature  and  growth.  What 
benefit  will  it  be  you  to  prosper  in  woi  Idly  matters 
and  suffer  eternal  torment  after  death?  What 
profit  is  there  in  being  a  temporary  loid  in  this 
world  and  an  eternal  slave  to  devils  in  the  world 
to  come  ? 

Human  life  is  short  and  wordly  grandeur  ephe- 
meral. Though  you  be  strong  and  powerful  you 
can  not  escape  death.  Though  you  are  a  lord  you 
can  not  escape  the  judgment  of  God.  If  you  refuse 
to  listen  to  God's  messenger  who  has  come  from  a 
distant  part  of  the  world  to  tell  you  of  these  things, 
what  will  your  answer  be  to  God  in  the  great 
judgment?  I  pray  that  such  unhappy  circum- 
stance may  never  befall  you.  I  have  already 
noticed  your  righteousness  and  your  conscientious- 
ness. As  I  have  great  hopes  for  you,  I  shall 
never  cease,  while  I  live,  to  pray  for  you.  If  I 
should  be  so  happy  as  to  see  the  lord  of  Bungo 
baptized  and  become  a  Christian,  my  life  shall 
be  not  spent  in  vain." 

Xavier  spoke  the  above  while  being  surrounded 
by  the  glory  of  God.  The  lord's  countenance  was 
twice  changed  while  Xavier  thus  spoke  to  him, 
his  eyes  were  filed  with  tears  which  proved  that 
something  was  affecting  him.  The  shedding  of 
tears  by  the  lord  greatly  amazed  his  attendants. 
The  lord  grasped  the  hand  of  Xavier,  and  Xavier 
gave  vent  to  his  emotions  by  repeatedly  kissing 
the  lord's  hands.  He  then  took  his  departure 
from  Bungo;  this  was  at  the  end  of  No.  5,  1551. 
Xavier  carried  nothing  precious  nor  curious  from 
Japan,  save  two  Japanese  named  Bernard  and 
Mathew,  who  weie  baptized  in  Yamaguchi.  Ma- 
thew  was  with  Xavier  at  Kioto. 

It  was  Xavier's  purpose  to  take  these  two  per- 
sons to  Rome  as  the  fruit  of  his  work  in  Japan, 
but  Mathew  died  in  Goa  before  Xavier  and  his 
companion  could  set  sail  for  Portugal,  and  Ber- 
nard, as  has  ah  eady  been  stated,  died  in  the  Jesuit 
College  soon  after  his  departure  from  Rome  to 
Portugal.  There  was  a  noblemen,  an  attendant 
of  the  lord  of  Bungo,  on  board  with  Xavier.  He 
took  a  letter  from  ihe  lord  of  Bungo  to  the  Cardinal 
in  India  requesting  that  a  missionary  of  the  Jesuit 
Church  be  sent  to  Japan  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
pagating Christianity.  This  letter  also  sought  to 
make  an  alliance  with  the  Cardinal  of  India. 
*  *  *  * 

Such  was  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
(Roman  Catholicism)  into  Japan.  Many  of  the 
instances  here  recorded  border  on  the  romantic 
and  give  us  a  glimpse  of  the  experiences  of  Chris- 
tian workers  more  than  200  years  ago. 

We  have  not  given  details  in  all  cases,  for  this 
would  be  rather  monotonous  reading,  nor  have  we 
attempted  a  literal  translation,  but  simply  tried 
to  give  the  substance  of  the  original. 
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THE  CLUB  HOTEL,  LIMITED. 


The  fifth  annual  general  meeting  of  shaiehold- 
eis  in  the  Club  Hotel,  Limited,  was  held  on  Fi  iday 
afternoon,  in  the  dining  hall  of  the  hotel.  Mr.  D. 
Fraser,  Chairman  of  Directors,  presided,  and 
theie  were  also  present  Messrs.  A.  B.  Walford, 
C.  D.  Moss,  J.  Ph.  von  Hemert,  G.  H.  Allcock, 
H.  M.  A.nould,  G.  Booth,  J.  W.  Hall,  R.  Wa.d. 
T.  Abbey,  Capt.  Allen,  W.  Waggott,  and  G. 
Blakeway,  secietary. 

The  Secretary  first  read  the  notice  calling  the 
meeting. 

The  Chairman  then  announced  that  as  the  repoc  t 
and  accounts  of  the  Company  had  been  printed  and 
published  in  the  newspapers  he  thought  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  read  them. 

Mr.  Allcock.  asked  whether  the  Chairman 
considered  ttie  meeting  a  repi esentative  gathering 
of  shareholders  of  the  Club  Hotel  Company? 

The  Chairman — Three  members  holding  one 
hundied  shares  are  quite  sufficient  to  cany  out 
the  business  before  us. 

Mr.  Allcock  proposed  that  the  minutes  of  the 
last  annual  meeting  be  taken  as  read. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Arnould  seconded. 

Mr.  Moss  said  he  would  like  to  hear  the  minutes 
read. 

The  Secretary  accordingly  read  the  minutes, 
and  at  their  close, 

Mr.  Arnould  proposed  and  Mr.  Booth  second- 
ed thai  they  be  carried.  The  motion  was  passed 
unanimously. 

The  Chairman — The  next  business  is  the  pass- 
ing and  adoption  of  the  accounts,  but  firs!  of  all 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  remark  made  by  Mr. 
Allcock,  who  asked  whether  I  considered  this  10  be 
a  repiesenlalive  meeting  of  the  Company.  Well, 
the  meeting  was  called  for  half-past  four  o'clock, 
it  is  now  five  minutes  to  five  and  I  do  not  ihink 
that  we  should  wait  any  longer.  According  to 
our  Articles  of  Association  if  three  membeis  aie 
present  who  hold  one  hundred  shares,  they  can 
proceed  with  the  business  of  a  general  meeting. 
There  may  be  some  other  shareholders  in  the  com- 
pany who  desire  to  be  present,  and  peihaps  they 
will  turn  up  shortly — I  hope  indeed,  that  they 
wj|| — but  I  think  that  we  can  stop  no  longer  lor 
them,  but  must  proceed  with  our  business.  I 
should  be  glad  if  some  shareholder  present  would 
propose  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts 
now  before  you.  If  there  is  any  information  re- 
quired in  legard  to  them  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
fuinish  it  to  the  best  of  my  power. 

Mr.  Walford— It  is  most  unsatisfactoi  y  io  pass 
accounts  such  as  these  in  the  absence  of  our  audi- 
tor.   Is  theie  no  chance  of  his  being  present? 

The  Chairman — Unfortunately,  no  ;  he  is  in  the 
country  and  likely  to  be  absent  for  a  week. 

Mr.  Walford— I  made  my  remark  just  now, 
because  when  I  was  in  England  a  meeting  was 
held  at  which  Mr.  Kiel,  who  was  then  our 
auditor,  was  not  present.  The  accounts  weie 
passed  and  immediately  afterwards  Mr.  Kiel  sent 
in  his  resignation  of  his  position  s  auditor,  giving 
at  his  reason  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  way 
in  which  the  accounts  were  kept.  If  we  pass  these 
accounts  now,  we  cannot  afterwards  dispute  them 
even  if  we  desired  to  do  so. 

The  Chairman  said  that  no  fears  need  be 
entertained  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  accounts. 
Their  auditor,  Mr.  Ure,  had  been  most  particular 
in  regard  to  them.  Indeed,  on  one  occasion  after 
the  Board  had  signtd  the  accounts  lie  refused  to 
pass  them  because  he  had  not  gone  through  one  or 
two  small  matters  in  regard  to  them  himself.  He 
gave  this  as  an  instance  of  the  extreme  care  which 
Mr.  Ure  has  taken  in  regard  to  them. 

Mr.  Walford — Is  he  satisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  they  are  kept  ? 

The  Chairman— They  are  kept  according  to 
his  own  tule  and  formula. 

Mr.  WALFORD — I  thought  it  was  an  extraordi- 
nary proceeding  on  the  pail  of  Mr.  Kiel,  that  is 
why  1  ask  whether  ihe  auditor  is  satisfied  with  the 
way  in  which  the  accounts  are  now  kept. 

Mr.  Booth — Mr.  Ure  has  expressed  lo  me  that 
he  is  satisfied  with  ihe  way  in  which  the  accounts 
at  f.  kept. 

The  Chairman— Yes,  Mr.  Ure  has  been  very 
particular  about  them. 

Captain  Allbn — In  the  account  for  fire,  light- 
ing, and  washing — $4,700 — what  amount  has  lo 
be  put  down  to  the  elecli  ic  light  P 

Mr.  Arnould— About  $175  a  month. 

The  Chairman — About  one  half. 

Captain  Allen  —  By  whom  is  the  light  supplied  ? 

The  Chairman — By  Mr.  Cocking, 

Captain  Allen — Have  we  a  special  arrange- 
ment, or  do  we  pay  for  so  much  light  at  a  certain 
price  ? 

The  Chairman — It  is  supplied  through  a  meler 
specially  fitted  up  on  our  premises. 


Mr.  Allcock — There  is  no  electric  light  meter 
in  the  world  that  can  accurately  tell  how  much  of 
the  cm  rent  has  passed  through  it. 

The  Chairman — You  are  perfectly  correct,  sir. 
Mr.  Walford — I  notice  that  the  item  of  sala- 
ries has  increased. 

The  Chairman — Yes,  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  the  staff;  but  during  the  coming  year  we  in- 
tend doing  with  two  men  what  used  to  he  done 
by  three.  Our  accountant  has  left  us,  so  we 
intend  that  tiie  cleik  who  is  engaged  lo  check 
off  eveiything  that  comes  in  or  goes  out  of  ihe 
hotel,  shall  combine  with  these  duties  some  office 
woik  with  Mr.  Blakeway,  ihe  secretary.  I  think 
the  arrangement  will  work  very  well. 

Mr.  Walford — I  see  lhat  the  Tokyo  Branch  is 
debited  with  $69,000. 

The  Chairman — Yes,  but  it  has  paid  7  per 
cent,  upon  its  capital  this  year.  The  capital  is 
about  $70,000,  and  after  paying  iuteieston  lhat 
ihere  is  a  small  loss  incurred  on  the  working  ac- 
count. Its  prospects  are  decidedly  improving, 
and  are  better  than  we  expected  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year. 

Mr.  Walford — I  have  pleasure  in  proposing 
the  adoption  of  the  accounts. 

Captain  Allen — I  second  the  proposition, — 
Carried. 

The  Directors  beg  to  submit  to  you  their  5th  Annual 
Report  under  Sec.  52  of  the  Articles  of  Association. 
business. 

The  Directors  have  pleasure  in  noting  that  the 
business  of  the  past  year  shows  an  improvement  over 
that  of  the  previous  two  years.  At  our  last,  meeting 
we  showed  a  loss  of  $4,465.09,  which  was,  roughly 
speaking,  a  loss  in  Working  Account  of  $2,500  for 
each  of  the  two  years  referred  to.  It  will  be  observed 
that  there  is  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  year 
under  review. 

profit  and  loss. 

The  balance  carried  to  debit  of  this  Account  is 
$3,44*9,93,  which  includes  $1,643.34  on  account  of 
repairs  and  improvements.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
might  have  gone  to  Property  Account  and  been  writ- 
ten off  by  yearly  amounts,  but  the  Directors  thought 
it  best  to  write  it  off  Profit  and  Loss  at  once  and  be 
done  with  it,  There  is  also  a  sum  of  $1,705.83  writ- 
ten off  for  bad  debts.  This  amount  ought  to  have 
been  written  off  previous  years,  as  no  part  of  it  is 
connected  with  last  year,  and  it  now  leaves  our  Sundry 
Debtors'  Account  fairly  clean  and  liquid.  taking 
these  amounts  into  account,  you  will  observe  that  if 
we  had  not  had  to  deal  with  them  our  Profit  and  Loss 
Account  would  be  about  square — in  other  words, 
instead  of  losing  $2,500  last  year,  as  in  the  two  pre- 
vious years,  which  would  have  made  our  Profit  and 
Loss  about  $7,500  to  the  bad  (irrespective  of  the 
amounts  referred  to  as  written  off)  we  have  cleared  off 
the  sum  of  nearly  $4,000,  which  was  to  the  bad  in 
last  account,  showing  that  we  are  really  nearly  $7,500 
better  than  last  year. 

WORKING  ACCOUNT. 

Yokohama  shows  a  credit  balance  of  $5,836.28. 
Tokyo  shows  a  loss  of  $972.05  ;  but  it  must  be  pointed 
out  that  Tokyo  has  been  debited  with  7  per  cent,  in- 
terest on  about  $70,000. 

director. 

Mr.  Cocking  retires  from  the  Board  and  does  not 
offer  himself  for  reelection. 

Mr.  Brower  retires  from  the  Board  and  being  eligi- 
ble offers  himself  for  reelection. 

D.  Fraser,  ~\ 

T.  L.  Brower,  I  Directors> 

Geo.  Booth,  I 

Hhnry  M.  Arnould,  ) 

Geo.  Blakeway,  Secretary. 

Yokohama,  7th  May,  1894. 


Tokyo  Branch  Account. 
Working  Account — from  ist  April,  1893,  to  31ST 
Darch,  1894. 
Dr. 

To  Wines,  Spirits  and  Cigars 

Account   $3,668.93 

Less  Value  of  Stock  in  hand  1,194.50 


To  Insurance  Account   

To  Stores  and  Provisions  Account 

To  Salaries  and  Wages  Account  

To  General  Expenses  Account  ... 

To  Firing,  Lighting  and  Washing  Account 

To  Ground  Rent  Account  

To  Repairs  and  Improvement  Account... 

Gross  Expenditure   

To  Interest  Account  


Cr. 

By  House  Account  '. 

By  Balance  transferred  to  Profit  and  Loss 
Account  


*»>474-4» 

497-5° 
5.97S-4* 
3.944-55 

511.08 
2,186.92 

441.54 

156.64 


$  15,189.16 
4,830.00 

30,019.16 

$  19.04J.IS 

972.05 

20  019.16 


Working  Account — from  istBpril,  1893,  to  31ST 
March,  1894. 
Dr. 

To  Wines,  Spirits  and  Cigars  Account  ...  $11,802.21 
To  Stores  and  Provisions  ac- 
count   $16,422.57 

Less  value  of  stock         ...  293.10 

To  Salaries  and  Wages  Account  

To  Insurance  Account   

To  General  Expenses  Account   

To  Firing,  Lighting  and  Washing 

To  Rent  Account   '   

To  Steam  Launch  Account   

To  Auditor's  Fee   

To  Hire  of  Furniture   


Profit  and  Loss  Account — 31ST  March,  1894. 

Dr. 

To  Balance  from  last  year   

To  Balance  transferred  from  Tokyo  Branch  Work- 
ing Account  ...     

To  Cost  of  Repairs  and  improvements  written  off  ... 
To  Doubtful  and  Bad  De.bts  written  off   


Cr. 


To  Balance  brought  down... 


By  Balance  transferred  from  Club  Hotel  Working 

Account  ...   

By  Balance  carried  down  


t 

4.965.09 

972.05 

'•64324 

1,705.83 

9,386.21 

t 

3.449.93 

$ 

5,836.28 

3.449-93 

9,286.21 

Assets  and  Liabilities — 31ST  March,  1894. 
Dr. 


Cash  on  Hand   

..    $  499-9° 

Cssh  on  Hand  Tokio  Branch 

619.10 

%  1,119.06 

Sundry  Debtors  

7.498-33 

Less  written  off  

1,705  83 

5.79>5o 

Insurance  Account  

807.05 

Steam  Launch  Account   

2,500.00 

Property  Account  ...   

170,693.43 

Furniture  Account  

48,043.73 

Electric  Light  Plant  

5.I39-3S 

Stores  Account   

293.10 

Wines,  Spirits  and  Cigars  Account 
Profit  and  Loss  Account   

4.°«-3S 

5.449-93 

Ij41.840.50 

Cr. 

Capital  Account   

£160,000.00 

Debenture  Account...   

75,000.00 

National  Bank  of  China   

2,869  38 

Sundry  Creditors  Account 

3.4SJ-61 

Debenture  Interest  Account 

437-SO 

Unclaimed  Dividend   

90.00 

$241,850.50 

•  Directors 


16,129.47 
10,100.93 
1,496.23 
3.489  77 
4.978.52 
298.J2 
5«-iS 
200,00 
791.30 


To  Gross  Expenditure  

To  Debenture  Interest  paid 


To  Balance  transferedto  Profit  and  Loss 
Account  


Cr. 

By  Wines,  Spirits  and  Cigars  Account.. 
Value  of  Stock  in  hand   


By  House  Account  

By  Share  Transfer  Fee  Account.. 


$  48.744.70 
5,250.00 


$  53.994.70 
5,836.28 


$  59,830.98 


$20,261.48 
3,817.85 

$23,079.34 
32,036.48 
4. 00 


Gross  Receipts  ., 
By  Interest  Account. 


$  SS."9-9» 
4,711.16 


$  59.830.98 


E.  &  O.  E. 
D.  Fraser, 
T.  L.  Brow«r, 
G«o.  Booth, 
Henry  M.  Arnould,,) 
Gio.  Blaiiwat,  Secretary. 
I  have  compared  the  Statements  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers 
of  the  Company  and  have  found  the  same  to  be  in  accordance 
therewith. 

Cmas.  W.  Ur«,  Auditor, 

Yokohama,  May  7th,  1894. 

The  Chairman — The  Tokyo  Branch  has  always 
been  our  white  elephant,  but  as  I  said  just  now  its 
present  prospects  are  decidedly  bright,  and  I  feel 
justified  in  expecting  that  it  will  become  lit  time 
a  paying  concern.  It  has  paid  this  year  7  per 
cent,  on  its  $70,000  capital.  This  year,  too,  I 
know  from  experience,  that  it  has  become  better 
known.  I  also  know  that  the  Imperial  Hotel  is 
not  getting  so  many  of  the  globe  trotters  from 
Yokohama  as  it  did.  But  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  any  observations  upon  that  point,  beyond 
saying  that  the  branch  is  in  a  better  position  now 
than  it  ever  was.  And  now  we  come  to  the  next  busi- 
ness before  us,  the  election  of  Directors.  Mr.  Cock- 
ing retires  from  the  Board  and  does  not  seek  reelec- 
tion. Mr.  Brower  also  retires,  but  offers  himself 
for  leelection.  He  has  recently  gone  home,  but 
before  starting  off  wrote  for  leave  of  absence. 
Theie  has  not  been  a  boaid  meeting  since  the 
letter  was  sent,  so  that  it  is  not  before  us  officially 
yet.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  Mr.  Brower  back  on 
the  Board  with  me,  for  during  his  term  of  office  he 
has  proved  a  very  valuable  acqui»ition  to  the  Board. 

Mr.  ALLCOCK  —  I  don't  see  the  reason  for  ie- 
electing  him,  seeing  that  he  will  be  absent  for 
nearly  a  year. 

The  Chairman — No,  not  a  year. 

Mr.  Moss — I  think  lie  will  be  gone  for  about 
that  time. 

The  Chairman — Of  course  it  lays  with  you, 
gentlemen,  but  I  know  that  Mr.  Brower  has  gone 
home  for  seven  months.  He  may  return  with- 
in four  or  five  months,  but  he  is  not  certain. 
This  is  a  matter  on  which  I  feel  very  strongly. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  get  gentlemen  to  serve  on  a 
Board  of  Directors  who  will  pull  well  together  and 
work  in  harmony  in  the  interests  of  the  Company. 
There  are  several  gentlemen  I  should  like  to  see 
upon  the  Board,  but  they  won't  serve.    I  should 
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milCll  like  to  l>i        about  the  flection  of  Mi.  Mor- 
ns, of  the  China  am)  Japan  Tending  Company, 
He    lias    very  kindly    consented    to  serve,  and 
1  beg  to  piopose  his  election   as  a  Diiector  of 
your  Company.     I  have  now  been  on  the  Hoard 
of  your  Company  for  three  years  and  dining  all 
that  lime  I  have  had  mote  trouble  than  I  care  to 
tell.    I  wished  Mi.  Hall  to  resign  his  position  as 
a  Director,  but  he  has  refused  to  do  so.    He  has 
been  a  stumbling  block  to  me  ever  since  I  joined 
Board,  opposing  me  in  every  way.    I  desired 
him    to   resign    from    the  position   without  any 
washing    of    dirty    linen   in  public,  but    he  has 
rendered  that  course    very   difficult   to  pursue. 
I  will  only  say  this  now,  that   I    will    not  con- 
tinue to  sit  upon  the  Board  any  longer  if  Mr. 
Hall  lemains  there.     I  shall   be  sorry  to  have 
to  take  such   a  step  just  as  we  ,are  getting  the 
concern  out  of  the  mire,  and  when  things  are  be- 
ginning to  show  signs' of  our  being  able  to  come 
round  in  lime,  but  I  certainly  shall  sit  down  and 
resign  unless  the  gentleman   I  have  just  named 
takes  the  step  we  desire  of  him.    I  won't  serve 
any    longer    if  Mr.     Hall    does   not    retire.  I 
don't    care   two  straws  what  he  does   now,  but 
this  I  can  assure  you,  that  it  is  not  any  use  for  you 
to  have  a  Board  of  Directors  who  cannot  pull  to- 
gether.   If  the  Company  is  to  succeed  there  must 
be  no  quarrelling   among   its  directors.     I  may 
mention  that  it  is  entered  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Board  meetings  that  on  one  occasion  a  most  dis- 
graceful scene  occurred  for  which  my  fiiend  Mr. 
Hall  had  afterwards  to  apologise.    I  have  given 
him  a  chance  to  retire,  he  may  take  it  or  leave  it 
just  as  he  likes.  Meantime,  I  have  pleasure  in  pro- 
posing the  election  of  Mr.  Morriss  as  a  director 
of  your  Company. 

Mr.  Moss  seconded,  and  the  proposition  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Hall — As  the  Chairman  has  brought  this 
matter  up,  I  should  like  the  minutes  of  that  Board 
meeting  read.  Ever  since  the  shareholders  did 
me  the  honour  of  1  Selecting  me  at  the  last  annual 
general  meeting,  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my 
duty  by  the  shareholders,  and  I  did  what  I  could 
so  far  as  I  could.  On  one  or  two  occasions  it  hap- 
pened that  my  opinions  about  certain  things  did 
not  coincide  with  Mr.  Fra set's ;  it  was  uufoi  lu- 
nate, certainly,  but  every  man  has  a  right  to  his 
own  opinions.  I  have  not  gone  against  Mr. 
Fraser  continually.  I  have  done  little  or  nothing 
of  late  owing  to  the  fact  that  everything  I  «ug- 
gested  was  always  objected  to  by  Mr.  Fraser.  I 
think  that  it  will  be  to  the  interest  of  all  parties  if 
the  minutes  of  thai  meeting  be  read  now,  and  then 
the  meeting  will  see  that  it  was  a  matter  con- 
nected with  the  accounts.  I  said  at  thai  meeting 
that  the  Directors  should  know  cleaily  what  was 
going  on,  that  the  accounts  should  be  put  before 
them  so  that  they  could  see  how  things  really 
were.  It  had  been  my  intention  to  resign  but  the 
Board  of  Directors  have  never  seni  me  a  letter 
signed  by  themselves  as  provided  in  our  rules. 
If  they  desire  me  lo  resign  they  should  send  me 
the  proper  letter. 

The  Chairman— Mr.  Hall's  statement  is  far 
from  coirect.  In  (he  first  place,  however,  the 
reason  why  we  did  not  send  him  a  formal 
official  document  was  because  we  did  not  want  to 
make  any  bother  about  it,  and  besides  just  then  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  get  the  signatures 
of  all  the  Directors  to  that  document  because  Mr. 
Ward  happened  to  be  then  at  Sendai.  We  want- 
ed Mr.  Hall  to  retire  privately  so  that  the  matter 
need  not  have  been  brought  before  the  meeting  at 
all.  In  regard  to  the  affair  itself  it  arose  out  of  a 
remark  made  by  Mr.  Hall  that  he  had  not  seen 
the  accounts,  and  thai  he  had  never  been  able  to 
see  the  accounts.  Il  was  pointed  out  to  him  that 
the  accounts  were  to  be  seen  by  any  of  the  Direc- 
tors, and  that  it  was  the  Directors'  duty  lo  see 
the  accounts,  and  thai  so  far  from  his  never  being 
able  to  see  them,  that  they  were  always  placed 
upon  the  table.  As  a  result  of  the  investigation 
which  followed,  Mr.  Hall  apologised,  having  dis- 
covered that  the  accounts  were  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Hall — I  say  thai  they  were  not  on  the 
table;    they  never  were   on    the  table  unless  a 
Director  asked  for  them. 
Mr.  Booth  (a  Director)— Mi .  Hall,  I  say  they 


were. 

Mr.  Hall — Those  two  Directors — (indicating 
Mr.  Fraser  and  Mr.  Booth) — think  to  run  the 
company  all  by  themselves.  Those  two  form  a 
Committee  of  two  and  order  things  all  their  own 
way. 

The  Chairman — In  regard  to  this  Committee, 
gentlemen — Mr.  Hall  has  even  had  the  impudence 
to  call  it  a  self-elected  Committee — I  may  tell  you 
that  it  was  elected  as  a  House  Committee  by 
the  other  Directors  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
to  and  checking  everything  coming  in  or  connect- 
ed with  the  household  management.  All  the 
Directors  could  not  be  employed  doing  this  duty, 


which  was  to  supervise  and  check  things  properly 
and  to  sign  cheques  when  necess.u  y.  Mi.  Hall 
objects  to  this  Committee — 

Mr.  Hall — I  say  that  ihe  accounts  of  this  com- 
mittee should  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  they 
should  |>e  gone  into  properly, 

Mr.  Booth— I  say  that  they  weie,  and  thai  they 
weie  always  open  for  any  Director  who  chose  to 
look  at  them. 

Captain  Allkn— Gentlemen,  wilh  regard  to  this 
discussion,  it  would  be  well  lo  prevent  ihese  details 
from  getting  inio  the  papeis,  it  is  not  a  pnvale 
meeting  and  the  discussion  can  do  no  good. 

The  Chairman— I  did  all  that  I  could  do  to 
prevent  it,  but  he  would  not  resign. 

Captain  Allen—  It  is  a  pity  that  it  should  go 
Into  the  papers. 

The  Chairman — I  have  no  objection  to  its  ap 
Rearing  in  the  papers.  I  should  like  the  minutes 
of  the  Directors  meeting  read,  for  Mr.  Hall  has 
made  an  incorrect  statement  regarding  the  affair. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  extract 
from  the  Minute  Book—"  Mr.  Hall  said  that  only 
members  of  the  Sub-Committee  saw  the  accounts. 
The  Chairman  called  Mr.  Hall  to  order.  The  ac- 
counts were  always  atthe  disposal  of  the  Directors 
and  weie  pioduced  at  all  meetings.  He  thought 
Mr.  Hall  should  withdraw  or  resign. — Mr,  Hall  ex- 
pressed his  regret  at  having  made  a  statement  not 
supported  by  facts. — The  Chairman  expressed  his 
sti  ong  disapproval  at  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Hall 
challenged  every  matter  placed  before  the  Board 
and  which  made  their  labours  so  much  harder 
and  wasted  valuable  time  which  might  be  better 
employed.  If  this  opposition  were  persisted  in  he 
would  call  a  special  meeting  and  take  the  opinion 
of  the  shareholders." 

The  Chairman — I  leave  the  matter  in  yout 
hands,  gentlemen  ;  I  need  say  no  more. 

Mr.  Walford  inquired  what  were  the  views  of 
the  Directors  piesenl. 

Mr.  Booth  said  lhat  the  accounts  were  always 
laidupon  the  table. 

Mr.  Walford — What  I  wanted  to  gather  was 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
it  was  impossible  to  work  along  wilh  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Mr.  Arnould  said  he  refused  to  serve  on  board 
f  Mr.  Fraser  resigned. 

Mr.  Walford— Is  that  the  opinion  of  other 
members  of  the  Board  ? 

Mr.  Booth— Yes.  Before  I  joined  the  Board 
I  was  much  dissatisfied  with  the  way  things  were 
apparently  worked,  but  since  Mr.  Fraser  has 
joined  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  and  I  know  lhat  he 
has  done  everything  that  was  best. 

The  Chairman— As  matters  stand  now  the 
Board  consists  of  Messrs.  Morris,  Arnould,  Ward, 
Hall,  Booth,  and  myself.  It  is  for  the  share- 
holders to  say  if  Mr.  Hall  or  myself  shall  resign. 
I  want  things  to  work  harmoniously  in  the  interests 
of  the  company.  Now  that  prospects  are  im- 
pioving  for  us,  I  should  feel  sorry  to  leave  the 
Company,  just  as  the  hard  work  I  have  put  in  is 
beginning  to  look  fruitful  of  good  results. 

Captain  Allen— How  long  is  a  Director  elect- 
ed for  ? 

The  Chairman — The  rule  is  that  two  directors 
retire  in  rotation  every  year.  Mr.  Hall  and  I  re- 
tired last  year,  so  that  we  do  not  retire  this. 

Mr.  Walford— There  is  a  clause  in  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Association  providing  for  the  resignation 
of  a  Diiector  should  he  receive  a  written  requisition 
signed  bv  all  the  other  Directors  requesting  him  to 
retire.  If  -the  Directors  obtain  the  support  of  this 
meeting  cannot  they  send  such  a  letter  lo  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Mr.  Moss — Are  there  no  means  of  geltine  over 
this  difficulty? 

The  Chairman— Ii  must  be  either  Mr.  Hall's 
resignation  or  mine. 

Mr.  Moss— Is  there  no  middle  course  ? 
The  Chairman — No. 

Mr.  Moss — In  a  small  community  like  this  it 
is  not  advisable  to  lose  a  good  man. 
The  Chairman — Who's  a  good  man  ? 
Mr.  Moss — I  look  on  you  both  as  good  men. 
The  Chairman— Il  is  no  use.    I  am  tired  of 
the  whole  thing.    I  have  had  over  two  years  of  it, 
and  I  do  not  car  e  lo  have  another.     I  will  not  serve 
again  on  the  same  Board  along  with  Mr.  Hall. 
If  he  had  only  taken  the  hint  as  Mr.  von  Hemert 
did  there  would  have  been  no  trouble.  He  did  not 
take  it  and  this  is  the  consequence.    He  can  stay 
on  the  Board  and  become  its  Chairman  for  all  I 


—I  beg  lo  propoit  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall  be 
requested  to  tesign  his  position  as  Di.ectoi  of  this 
company. 

Mr.  Von  Hhmkrt— I  second  ih,-n. 
On  Ihe  vote  being  taken  6  voted  foe  and  3 
againsi— the  pioposition  was  (heiefoic  declaied 
cai  1  ied. 

Mr.  Hall— Mr.  Hall  lesigns  with  very  much 
pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

Ihe  Chairman— I  much  regret  that  this  matter 
has  had  to  come  before  the  shareholders,  but  I 
Ihink  that  on  ihe  whole  it  is  best  for  the  Company 
lhat  Ihe  mailer  should  be  settled.  Our  Board  of 
Directors  now  consists  of  Messrs.  Booth,  Ainould, 
Ward,  Fiaser,  and  Morris.  According  to  our 
Ai  tides  of  Association  we  inn  y  have  a  Boa  id  of  from 
three  to  seven  members.  We  now  have  five  mem- 
bers, the  question  is,  shall  we  fill  up  the  vacancies 
and  make  the  number  up  to  seven  again. 

Mr.  Walford  suggested  that  the  matter  might 
be  left  to  the  Directors,  who  had  power  to  add  to 
their  number  if  necessary. 

The  Chairman— I  propose  that  Mr.  Brower  be 
(■elected. 

Mr.  Arnould  seconded,  and  the  motion  was 
carried,  there  being  only  three  dissentients. 

The  Chairman— This  is  really  no  matter  for 
the  shareholders,  for  if  we  wanted  Mr.  Brower 
we  should  certainly  have  put  him  in.  I  now  beg  to 
propose  lhat  Mr.  Ure  be  reappointed  auditor. 

Mr.  Booth  seconded,  and  the  same  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Walford,  in  answsr  to  a  remark  of  the 
Chairman,  who  had  announced  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  was  finished  unless  any 
shareholder  had  an  observation  to  make,  said 
it  appeared  a  most  extraordinary  thing  to  him 
that  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  visitors  to 
the  place  lhat  the  Company  which  had  once  paid 
10  per  cent,  and  carried  forward  $20,000  in 
one  year,  should  now  show  a  debit  balance  of 
1^3,000  or  $4,000.  He  had  given  notice  to  Mr. 
Keil  that  he  should  put  some  questions  upon  this 
matter  and  the  latter  had  promised  to  attend  the 
meeting.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Kiel  was  unable  to 
attend  through  sickness. 

The  Chairman— Yes,  it  is  unfortunate  that  he 
is  away,  because  I  know  nothing  about  the 
matter,  not  being  on  the  Board  then.  The  proper 
course  would  have  been  for  you  to  have  given 
notice  of  your  questions  before  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Walford— I  gave  Mr.  Kiel  notice,  and  he 
promised  lo  be  here. 

The  Chairm  an— But  you  should  have  notified 
the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Walford — It  is  certainly  very  strange  that 
we  paid  10  percent,  once  and  in  that  now,  in  what 
should  be  better  years,  we  lose. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chair,  piopo»ed  by  Mr. 
Walford  was  than  put  and  carried.  The  meeting 
afterwards  dispersed. 


care. 

Mr.  Walford— I  think  that  if  Mr.  Hall  finds 
it  unpleasant  to  serve  with  the  present  Directors 
he  will  resign. 

Mr.  Hall — I  leave  it  with  the  shareholders. 
They  have  had  the  proofs  on  either  side  and  must 
decide  as  ihey  see  fit. 

Mr.  Walford— Without  any  personal  feeling 
in  the  matter  and  without  desiring  to  cast  any 

reflection  of  whatsoever  kind  upon   Mr.  Hall  

being  moved  with  no  personal  feeling  for  either  side 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 

 >  . 

Reuter  "Sspcial"  to  "Japan  Mail." 

London,  May  13. 
A  bomb  has  been  exploded  in  the  Rue  Kle- 
ber,  in  Paris,  but  without  loss  of  life.  Only 
damage  to  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  has  been 
reported. 

(Spicially  tblsgrapbbd  to  tm«  "  Japan  Mail.") 
[From  r««  "  N.-C.  Daily  Niws."] 


London,  May  7. 
The  Registration  Bill  has  been  read  a  second 
time  in  the  Hou3e  of  Commons. 

The  Anarchists,  Ferrara  and  Polti,  who  were 
arrested  in  London,  have  been  sentenced  to 
twenty  and  ten  years'  penal  servitude  respec- 
tively. 

In  a  billiard  match  at  Manchester,  Roberts 
made  a  break  of  1,392,  spot-barred. 

Speaking  at  Trowbridge,  Lord  Salisbury 
stated  that  the  House  of  Lords  must  submit 
to  the  will  of  the  nation,  but  it  was  bound  to 
ascertain  that  will  clearly.  No  Government  ever 
before  introduced  Bills  dividing  Great  Britain 
from  Ireland,  and  disestablishing  a  portion  of 
the  English  Church. 

May  8. 

In  the  Italian  Chamber,  Baron  Blanc,  Mini- 
ster of  Foreign  Affairs,  stated  that  Italy  was 
firmly  resolved  upon  retaining  her  African 
Colony  (at  Massowah)  and  maintaining  a  pro- 
tectorate over  Abyssinia. 

The  Dutch  Royal  Commission  have  reported 
in  favour  of  a  scheme  for  reclaiming  half  a 
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million  acres  of  land  from  the  Zuyder  Zee.  The 
work  will  cost  thirty  millions  sterling. 

In  a  debate  in  the  Italian  Chamber,  Signoi 
Crispi  said,  while  affirming  the  friendship  that 
existed  between  France  and  Russia,  that  if 
Italy  were  disarmed  she  would  have,  as  formerly, 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  conqueror  in  the  event 
of  war. 

May  8. 

The  Indian  trooping  service  will  henceforth 
be  conducted  from  Southampton  initead  of 
from  Portsmouth. 

An  explosion  has  taken  place  in  the  Royal 
cordite  factory  at  Waltham.  Many  people  were 
killed  and  injured,  and  much  damage  was  done. 

May  11. 

Sir  E.  Grey,  answering  a  question  put  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  stated  that  Captain  Owen 
reached  Wadelai  (Central  Africa,  north  of  the  Al- 
bert Nyanza)  on  the  4th  February,  and  hoisted 
the  British  flag.  But  he  acted  without  instruc- 
tion* from  the  Government. 

The  Two  Thousand  Guineas  has  resulted  as 
follows : — 

Ladas,  b  c  by  Hampton— Illuminata  (Lord 

Rosebery)    1 

Matchbox,  b  c  by  St.  Simon— Match  Girl 

(Lord  Alington)   2 

Athlone,  b  c  by  Sarabande — Princess  Arena 

(Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple)   3 

The  editors  of  five  Berlin  newspapers  have 
been  imprisoned  for  periods  varying  from  two 
to  five  months;  and  others  have  been  heavily 
fined  for  accusing  the  police  of  exceeding  theii 
duty  in  dispersing  a  meeting  of  unemployed. 


(From  Manila  Papers). 

Madrid,  April  24. 

An  animated  debate  on  the  Melilla  affair  has 
been  commenced  in  the  Congress. 

The  Supreme  Council  of  War,  reviewing  the 
process  recently  instituted  with  reference  to  the 
robbery  of  commissarist  stores  at  the  Cairaco 
Arsenal,  has  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  officials 
composing  the  responsible  Board. 

Madrid,  April  27. 

The  Committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  to 
report  on  the  treaties  of  commence  persists  in 
delaying  its  report. 

(From  Saigon  Papers.) 

Paris,  April  27. 
Henry  appeared  at  the  assizes  cynically  calm 
and  declared  that  he  wished  to  kill  by  the  Cafe" 
Terminus  explosion  as  many  of  the  bourgeois 
as  possible. — Daily  Press. 

^From  thi  "Si ngapore  Free  Press.") 

Penang,  April  215. 
On  Tuesday  at  12-30  a.m.  near  Tanjong 
Hantu,  the  Ngapoota  collided  with  the  Kwang 
tung  and  sank  in  five  minutes.  Two  of  her 
boats  were  stove  in  ;  a  third  boat  containing 
forty-eight  passengers  [is  safe].  The  loss  is 
probably  under  sixty  lives.  The  Kwangtung 
sank  in  shallow  water  nearTclok  Sera. 


where.  Bloody  tumults,  however,  occurred  at 
Gratz  (Austria),  Hamme  (Belgium),  and  Cleve- 
land (United  States.) 

The  sawmill  at  Toulon  Arsenal  has  been 
burnt.  The  damage  is  estimated  at  five  million 
francs. 

The  Court  has  confirmed  the  agreement  be 
tween  the  liquidators  of  the  Panama  Company 
and  the  Reinach  estate  and  Cornelius  Herz,  by 
which  the  latter  will  have  to  pay  three  million 
francs.  The  extradition  of  Cornelius  Herz  hat 
been  abandoned. 

(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Hokkaido  Administrative  Board,  May  14. 
Several  rivers  in  Nemuro  Province  overflowed 
on  the  4th  and  5th.    Two  persons  were  drowned, 
three  houses  washed  away,  and  eight  bridges 
destroyed  ;  much  timber  was  swept  away. 

Jinsen,  Korea,  May  16. 
A  very  violent  disturbance  has  taken  place 
in  Heian-do. 

Nara,  May  16. 
The  Russian  Minister  arrived  here  to-day. 

Osaka,  May  16. 
A  woman  fifty-three  years  of  age,  was  at- 
tacked by  sporadic  cholera  at  Hirano,  Sumi 
yoshi  District,  yesterday. 

Kobe,  May  18. 
The  Russian  Minister  left  here  to-day  for 
Nagasaki  in  the  Yokohama  Maru. 

Osaka,  May  1 
Correspondence  from  Jinsen,  Korea,  dated  the 
the  1 2th  inst.,  says  that  Tokaku-to  partisans 
created  a  disturbance  in  the  Chinsei-do,  and 
their  example  was  followed  by  the  Seigaku-to 
adherents,  while  about  eight  thousand  disorderly 
persons  behaved  in  a  very  threatening  manner 
towards  the  local  officials  of  Kinkai-fu  in  Kei- 
sho-do.  The  officials  have  been  put  into  prison. 

Osaka,  May  18. 
The  Akashi  Maru  arrived  here  last  night 
from  Jinsen.  One  of  her  crew  states  that  every 
thing  was  quiet  in  that  port,  but  that  Htiyen-go 
and  two  other  ships  which  were  dispatched  to 
the  place  of  disturbance,  had  not  returned  to 
Jinsen  when  she  left  that  port. 


are  111  music — the  combining  of  the  most  pine 
harmonies,  the  building  of  ideas  in  the  ftaine- 
work  of  imagination.  They  are  the  clever  con- 
ceptions of  genius  whose  creations  often  show 
the  possession  of  powers  equal  to  the  educated 
architect.  The  chess  pieces  and  board  are  to  the 
problemist  what  the  canvas  and  pencils  are  to 
ihe  artist,  and,  though  the  composer  may  not  have 
so  large  an  audience,  his  work  is  appreciated  in 
propoition  to  its  merits  in  its  own  field  as  any 
work  of  art  would  be." 


Steinitz-Lasker  Match. 
This  was  continued  in  Philadelphia  on  141I1 
April,  when  the  Champion  lost  the  first  game 
of  the  Philadelphia  series,  a  Ruy  Lopez.  He  also 
lost  the  next  two  games,  being  5  losses  in  succes- 
sion, and  on  the  2Isl  applied  for  an  adjournment 
to  1st  May,  which  was  granted  by  Lasker.  The 
score  stood  thus  when  the  adjournment  was  decid- 
ed on  : — Lasker,  7  ;  Steinitz,  2  ;  Drawn,  2,  and 
the  veteran's  chances  were  looking  very  gloomy. 

We  give  a  reprint  of  the  eighth  game  below 
and  hope  to  follow  it  up  with  some  of  the  later 
ones  next  week  : — 

Game 


CHESS. 

(All  Communications  to  \>e  addressed  to  ttieOtai  Klm6R.)| 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  is  now  closed  for  the 
season  and  will  re  open  on  Monday,  1st  October. 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  I  to  11  p.m. 

Solution  or  Problkm  No. 


white. 

1—  Q  to  Q  R  6 
2_Q  to  K  6  ch. 

3 — >Kt  to  B  7  mate 

2—  Q  X  Kt 

3 —  Q  or  Kt  mates 


121. 

BLACK. 

1—  Kt  to  B  3 

2—  R  X  Q 

if  1— Kt  to  R3 
2 — Any 

if  1— P  to  R  6 
2— Kt  to  B  3 


[From  Tonkin  Papers.] 

Paris,  April  29 
Henry  on  being  sentenced  to  death  cried 
"  Vive  rAnarchie.*' 

Paris,  April  29. 
The  Lyons  Exhibition  was  opened  in  the  pre 
sence  of  MM.  Casimir  Perier,  Burdeau,  and 
Marty,  and  a  large  assemblage.    The  opening 
proved  a  great  success. 

Paris,  May  1. 

M.  Casimir  Perier,  speaking  at  Lyons,  praised 
the  fiscal  reforms  that  have  been  effected  and 
said  the  Government  desired  a  triumphant  Re- 
public that  should  fear  nothing  and  hope  for 
everything.  . 

General  Boisdeffre  has  been  appointed  chief 
of  the  army  staff. 

The  eve  of  May  Day  was  quiet  in  Paris  and 
the  provinces.  There  was  little  celebration. 
Meetings  have  been  announced  in  most  of  the 
towns  for  this  evening.  Abroad  complete  calm 
prevails. 

Paris,  May  3. 
The  May  Day  fete  was  a  fiasco  almost  every 


2-Q  to  K  Kt  6 
2 — Q  to  Kt  3  mate. 
Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega,  W.H.S., 

andJ.D.   

Problem  No.  123. 
By  Jan  Kotre. 


w  II  IT E. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 

Here  is  what  Dr.  Broughton  says  in  the 
"Brooklyn  Souvenir"  on  the  subject  of  Chess 
problems  :— "  Problems  are  in  chess  what  sonatas 


127. 

FRENCH  DEFENCE 

WHITE. 
Steinitz. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  P  to  Q  4 

3—  Kt  10QB3 

4—  Kt  X  P 

5—  K  Kt  to  B  3 

6—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

7—  B  to  K  2  (bb) 

8—  Kt  X  P 

9—  Kt  to  Kt  3 
O — Castles 
I  — B  to  Q2 
2_P  to  Q  B  4  (cc) 

3—  Q  to  B  2  (b) 

4—  K  R  to  K  sq.  (d) 

5—  Q  R  to  B  sq. 
6_B  to  K  B  sq. 

7—  B  to  B  3 

8—  Q  to  K  2 

9—  Kt  to  Q4 

20—  P  to  Kt  4 

21—  Q  to  Kt  2 

22—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

23—  B  10  Q  2 

24—  P  to  Kt  5  (h) 

25—  B  to  B  3 

26—  Kt  10KR5  (i) 

27—  P  to  Q  R  4  (j) 

28—  P  to  R  5 

29—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

30—  Kt  to  Q  2  (ff) 

31—  Q  to  Kt  sq. 

32—  Kt  to  B  5 

33—  B  to  Kt  4 

34—  Kt  X  Kt 

35—  Kt  to  K4(k) 

36—  Q  X  B 

37—  P  X  P  (gg) 

38—  P  to  Kt  3?  (hh) 

39—  B  X  Kt 

40—  P  to  B  5 

41—  Q  to  Kt  sq. 

42—  Kt  X  P 

43—  Kt  to  Q  7  (1) 

44—  Q  R  t0  Q  sq- 

45—  Kt  X  P  (m) 

46—  R  X  P 

47—  K  R  to  Q  5 

48—  Q  to  Q  3 

49—  P  to  Kt  4  (n) 

50—  P  to  B  3 

51—  Q  X  R 

52—  R  to  Q  6 

53—  P  to  Kt  6 

54—  Q  x  R 

55—  Q  10  K  3 

56—  K  to  Kt  2 

57—  K  to  B'2 
58  — K  to  Kt  3 

59—  K  to  B  2 

60—  K  to  Kt  3 

61—  K  to  B  2 

62—  Q  to  Kt  3  ch. 

63—  Q  to  Q  3 

64—  Q  to  K  3 

65 —  K  to  Kt  2 

66—  P  to  R  4 

67—  Q  to  B  4  ch. 

68—  O  to  Kt  3  ch. 

69—  Q  to  B  2 

70—  K  to  R  2 

71 —  Q  to  B  2  ch. 

72 —  Q  to  B  2 

73 —  O  to  B  2  ch. 

74—  Q  to  Q2 


BLACK. 
Lasker. 

1—  P  to  K  3 

2—  P  to  Q  4 

3—  P  X  P  (a) 

4—  Kt  to  O  2 

5—  K  K  tto  B  3 

6—  P  to  B  4 

7—  P  X  P 

8—  B  to  B  4 

9 —  B  to  K  2 

10 —  Caslles 

11 —  Q  to  B  2 

12 —  Kt  to  K  4 

13—  Kt  to  Kt  3  (c) 

14 —  B  to  Q  2 

15 —  K  R  to  B  sq.  (e) 

16—  B  to  R  5 

17—  Kt  to  Kt  s  (f) 

18—  Kt  to  B  3 

19—  B  to  Q  2 

20 —  R  to  Q  sq. 

21 —  Q  R  to  B  sq. 

22—  Q  to  B  5 

23—  Q  to  Kt  sq.  (g) 

24—  P  to  Kt  3 

25—  Kt  to  K  sq. 

26—  P  to  B  3 

27—  P  to  K  4 

28—  B  to  K  Kt  5 

29 —  B  to  K  3 

30—  Kt  to  B  5 

31—  B  to  B  2 

32 —  B  to  B  sq. 

33—  Kt  to  Q  3 

34—  B  X  Kt 

35—  B  X  B 

36—  R  to  O  5  ! 

37—  P  X  P 

38—  Kt  to  Q  6 

39—  R  X  B 

40—  R  to  Q  5  (ii) 

41—  P  X  P 

42—  R  I0QB5 

43—  Q  to  Kt  2 

44—  B  to  K  3 

45—  P  X  Kt 

46—  B  to  R  6  ! 

47—  R  to  B  8 

48—  P  to  R  3?  (kk) 

49—  B  X  P 

50—  R  X  R  ch. 

51—  B  to  K  3 

52—  Q  to  K  2 

53—  K  to  B  8 

54—  y  X  R 

55—  B  to  Q  4 

56—  Q  to  Kt  3  ch. 

57—  Q  to  B  7  ch. 

58—  Q  to  Kt  3  ch. 

59—  Q  to  B  7  ch. 

60 —  Q  to  Kt  3  ch. 

61—  B  to  Kt  2 

62—  Q  to  B  2 

63—  Q  to  g  4 

64—  Q  to  O  3 

65—  K  to  B  2 

66—  Q  to  K  3  (0) 

67—  K  to  Kt  3 

68—  K  to  R  2 

69—  Q  to  Kt  5  ch. 

70—  Q  x  K  B  P 

71—  Q  to  K  5 

72—  O  to  B  6 

73—  B  to  K  s 

74—  Q  to  B  3 
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75— Q  10  K  3 
7O— K  to  Kt  sq. 

77 — Resigns. 


75-  Q  x  P  eh. 

76—  O  to  Kt  4  eh. 


Norts  11 V  \V.  Shinitz. 

(a)  First  brought  to  public  notice  by  the  late  T.  H.  |aner  in  ■ 
local  tournament  in  Vienna. 

(b)  R  to  B  sq  was  superior. 

(c)  Hardly  as  good  ,,s  Kt  to  R3. 

id)  More  consistent  with  the  Queen's  tide  attack,  which  h 
hud  in  view,  was  this  rook  to  Q  B  sq. 

(e)  Black  also  loses  time, 

(f)  This  move  is  wasted,  as  will  he  seen. 

fa}  Black  sees  In  time  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  11.  Q 
to  Rj  ;  ij,  Kt  to  Q4  ;  aj,  B  to  Bj ;  14,  Kt  to  lis,  winning  a  very 
strong  pawn. 

(b)  This  advance  was  probably  premature.  The  two  pawns 
abreast  are  much  stronger  than  in  the  present  situation. 

ii>  Kt  to  K4  was  obviously  much  stronger,  and,  in  fact,  the... 
seems  to  be  no  satisfactory  answer.  If  then  36,  P  to  Bj!  17 
P  to  BS.  P  x  P  ;  38,  B  to  Rj.  Kt  to  Ba  ;  30,  Kt  (Kt  ,)  x  P  with  a 
winning  advantage.  Or  16,  P  to  H4  ;  37,  Kt  (K41  to  Ol.  fol- 
lowed by  P  to  Q  R  4  and  B  to  Kt4. 

0)  Again  wrong.  He  should  cither  not  advance  it  at  all  or 
only  one  square. 

(k)  Time  pressure  becomes  evident  from  this  point  up  to  the 
forty  fifth  move.  White  could  have  obtained  an  excellent 
attack  by  35,  Bx  B.  R  x  B  ;  36,  Kt  to  K4,  and  if  36,  B  to  Kt3  ;  37 
P  x  P  ;  P  x  P  38,  Kt  x  R,  B  x  Q  ;  39,  Kt  x  R,  li  to  Kta  ;  40,  Kt 
x  P.  Q  x  Kt ,  41,  P  to  Bs,  and  it  will  be  found  by  close  ex 
aminaion  that  White  wins. 

(I)  Hazardous  in  the  extreme,  43,  Kt  to  R6,  R  x  R;  44,  R  x  R 
R  x  R  cb  ;  45,  Q  x  R,  Q  x  P ;  46,  Q  B8  ch,  and  thongh  Black  is  a 
pawn  ahead  White  ought  to  draw. 

(m)  This  desperate  resource  was  the  only  one. 

(n)  White  is  completely  tied  up,  and  this  is  the  only  way  to 
give  him  temporary  relief.  If  49,  P  to  B3,  Q  to  Kt3  ch  ;  50,  K  to 
Rsq  (or  R  to  Q4 ;  51,  R  x  R  ch,  followed  by  R  to  B5);  51,  R  x  R 
ch,  Q  x  R;  53,  Q  to  B7 ;  53,  R  to  Q8  ch,  R  x  R  ;  S4.  Q  x  R  ch.  K 
to  R2;  5j,  Q  to  Q3  ch,  P  to  Kt3,  and  wins. 

(o)  The  ending  is  beautifully  played  by  Lasker, 

NOTIS  BY  I.ASKKR. 

(a!  Perhaps  not  as  strong  as  the  usual  enntinuation  Kt  to  K 
B3.    It  has  the  advantage  of  creating  a  free  game  in  the  centre. 

(bb)  The  bishop  cannot  well  be  played  to  Q3,  as  it  would 
constantly  be  harassed  on  that  square  by  the  Black  knights. 

(cc)  Partly  to  keep  the  black  pieces  from  queen's  fourth, 
partly  a  preparation  for  a  queen's  side  attack.  The  text  move 
gives  White  a  little'pull. 

(F)  Laying  a  trap.  If  White  advances  P  to  K  R3  ,  18,  B  x  Kt ; 
19  P  x  B,  B  to  B4;  ao,  P  x  Kt,  Q  x  Kt;  21.  P  to  Kt  4,  Kt  to  B5; 
3  j,  P  x  B,  Kt  to  R6  ch ;  23,  K  to  R  sq.  Kt  x  P  ch  ;  34,  K  to  Kt, 
sq.  Kt  x  Kt  P  and  should  win. 

(h)  This  move  gets  White  into  difficulties.  B  to  B3  would 
have  been  preferable.  White's  object  ought  to  have  been  to 
maintain  a  pressure  on  the  adversary's  King's  side,  while  the 
Q  BP  ought  to  have  been  pushed  first. 

(ff)  Hardly  a  move  to  my  liking,  inasmuch  as  it  crowds 
White's  pieces  too  much.    Why  not  B  to  Qa  ? 

(gg)  Here  QRto  Qsq.  was  preferable,  because  the  black  rooks 
threaten  to  become  rather  dangerous  on  that  file,  and  it  would 
have  been  advantageous  for  White  to  exchange  at  least  one  of 
the  rooks  and  to  continue  his  attack  with  Q  to  K7. 

(hh)  An  error  of  judgment;  it  weakens  the  K's  side  and 
allows  Black  to  exchange  his  Kt  for  B,  a  piece  which  added 
much  toward  solidifying  White's  game.  Now  White  loses  a 
pawn  by  force. 

(iij  R  to  Kt6  would  probably  lead  to  a  draw,  namely,  41,  Q  to 
R4,  P  x  P ;  43,  Kt  x  P.  R  x  KtP  (if  Q  x  KtP  instead,  White 
continues  43,  Kt  x  R);  43,  Kt  to  Q7,  R  x  R,  44,  R  x  R,  Q  to  Kta; 
45,  Kt  to  Bs,  and  so  on. 

(1;  Giving  up  the  piece  for  two  pawns  would  have  been  the 
best  course  to  adopt,  but  for  the  consequences  of  White's  thirty- 
eighth  move.   Any  other  continuation  loses  the  QKt  P  by  force. 

(kki  If  48,  R  x  R;  49,  Q  x  R,  R  to  B8  ;  50,  R  to  Q8  ch,  K 
to  Ba ;  51,  R  to  Qj  ch,  Q  x  R ;  53,  Q  x  R,  and  matters  for  Black 
would  have  been  made  more  difficult.  Although  White  makes  a 
gallant  fight  he  could  not  possibly  prevent  the  ultimate  loss. 


End  Game  No.  6. 
In  the  interesting  position  given  below,  which 
occurred  in  the  recent  New  York  tourney,  the 
brilliant  W.  H.  K.  Pollock  "doubled  up"  the 
French  Champion,  Taubenhaus,  in  the  following 
at  I  istic  fashion. 

Black.— Pollock. 


White.— Taubenhaus. 


WHITE. 
Taubenhaus. 
I  

2—  R  X  Rch. 

3—  Kt  X  Kt 

4—  K  to  K  sq. 

5—  P  to  Q  Kt  3 

6—  P  to  B  3 

7—  K  to  B  sq 


BLACK. 
Pollock. 

1—  Kt  x  Kt  P 

2—  K  x  R 

3—  B  to  B  5  ch. 

4—  R  X  Kt 

5 —  B  to  Kt  5  ch. 

6 —  R  to  K  7  ch. 

7—  R  X  R  P  ch. 


Winning  t lie  R  and  the  game. 


LA  JEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 


Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamtiro, 

I2th  May, — Yokkaichi'  nth   May,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 

naga,  12th  May, — Kobe  nth  May,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


Angtrs,  British  steamer,  2,076,  Bannuter,  13th 
May, — Loudon  via  pons,  General, — Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Wallet, 
131I1  May,—  Kobe  12th  May,  General.— Nippon 

Ytiseu  Kaisha. 
Enplictala,   British  lank-steamer,  2,515,  Hauy, 
13th  May, — Batoum  via  ports,  Oil. — Samuel 

Samuel  &  Co. 
Fushiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,219,  |.  Wilson, 

13th   May, — Yokkaichi   I2th   May,  Geneial. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,828,  T.  Golding,  13th 

May, — Tacoina,  Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C.,  25th 

Apt  il,   Mails  and  General. —  Dodwell,  Cat  till  & 

Co. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

13th    May,-— Yokkaichi  12th    May,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 

Young,  13th  May, — Otaru  via  ports  91I1  May, 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 

14th  May, — Kobe  13th  May,  General. —  Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
141I1  May, — Yokkaichi  13th   May,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,298,  Swain, 
14th    May, — Yokosuka    14th   May,   Ballasl. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  Daniel  Friele, 
14th   May, — San  Francisco  28th  April,  Mails 
and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Florence  M.  Smith,  British  schooner,  98,  Jno.  C. 
All  en,  14th  May, — Halifax,  N.S.,  Sealing  Gear. 
—  Captain  Kelley. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamtiro, 
15th  May, — Yokkaichi  14th  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Priok,  German  steamer,  1,635,  Madsen,  15th 
May, —  Hamburg  via  ports,  Geneial. — Simon, 
Eveis  &  Co. 

Glenartney,  British  steamer,  1,943,  ].  McGregor, 
16th  May, — London  via  ports,  General. —  Jar- 
dine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Queen  Victoria,  British  ship,  1,587,  R.  Logie, 
l6lh  May, — Kobe  7th  May,  Ballast.— Southern' 
Pacific  Co. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  I, on,  Hayashi, 
l6lh  May,— Kobe  15th  May,  General.— Nada 
Kogio  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
16th  May, — Yokkaichi  151I1  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  16th   May, — Otaru  via  potts  12th 
May,  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Radnorshire,  British  steamer,   1,889,  F-  Davis, 
161I1  May, — London  via  poits,  General. —  Dod- 
well, Cailill  &  Co. 
Nurnberg,  German  steainet:,  2,007,  H.  Walter, 
16LI1   May, —  Hongkong  nth  May,  Mails  and 
General.  — H.  Alliens  &  Co.,  Nachf. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
17th   May|— Kobe  15th   May,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
17th   May, — Yokkaichi  161I1  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

City  of  Sydney,  American  steamer,  1,940,  W.  B. 
Seabiuy,  1 6th  May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  9th 
May,  Mails  and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  i8lh 
May, — Hyogo  17th  May,  General. — Nada  Ko- 
gio Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Tacoma,  British  steamer,  1,661,  V.  Petkes,  1 8th 
May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  8th  May,  General. 
—Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
18th  May, — Shanghai  and  ports,  12th  May, 
Mails  and  General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
181I1  May, — Yokkaichi  171I1  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Oakley,  British  steamer,  1,740,  Mahood,  18th 
May, — New  York  via  ports,  General.  —  Frazar 
&  Co.   

DEPARTURES. 
City  of  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  R.  R. 

Searle,  12th  May, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and 

General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 

121I1   May, — Kobe,   General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 


Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamei,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 

121I1  May, — Otam  viA  porta,  General.— Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tnk.ii  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Aiai, 
I2lh  May, — Yokkaichi,  Geneial. —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Salatiga,  German  steamer,  1,639,  Christiansen, 
iath  May, — Hamburg  via  portf,  General. — 
Simon,  Evers  be  Co. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawa- 
niino,  13th  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Verona,  British  steamer,  1,878,  C.  H.  S.  Torque, 
131I1  May,  —  Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Nagasaki, 
Mails  and  General. — P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 

Fnshiki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1 ,2  19,  J.  Wilson, 
141I1  May, —  Hakodate,  Geneial. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen  Kaisha. 

Mogul,  Biilish  steamer,  1,527,  T.  Golding,  14th 
May, —  Hongkong  vi&  Kobe,  General.  —  Dod- 
well, Carlill  &  Co. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
14th  May, — Hachinohe  via  Miyako,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K,  Iwa- 
naga,  141I1  May, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukuh 
141I1  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  15th 
May,— Mo'ji,  Ballast.—  Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walteri 
151I1  May, — Otaru  via.  potts,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
15th  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Bonanza,  American  schooner,  97,  Aleck  McLean, 
16th  May, — North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. — H. 
Ahrens  &  Co. 

Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  Daniel  Friele, 
16th  May, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General. — 
P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamtiro, 
16th  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 

161  h   May, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and 

General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 

16th  May, — Shinagawa,  General. — Nada  Kogio 

Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Concord  (6),  U.S.  gunboat,  Commander  Goodrich, 

16th  May, — Vladivoslock. 
Benledi,  British  steamer,  1,481,  Farquhar,  17th 

May, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  General.— Comes 

&  Co. 

Pak  Ling,  British  steamer,  1,910,  Long,  17th 
May, — London  via  ports,  General. — W.  M. 
Sir  achan  &  Co. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
7th  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
1 81  h  May, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  18th 
May, — Shinagawa,  General.  —  Nada  Kogio 
Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,556,  W. 
Thompsen,  18th  May, — Kobe,  General. —  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

City  of  Sydney,  American  steamer,  1,940,  W.  B. 
Seabury,  19th  May, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and 
General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  H.  Walter, 
19th  May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  Mails  and 
General.— H.  Ahrens  &  Co..  Nachf. 


PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 


Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Otaru  vil  ports  : — 3  passengers  in  second  class 
and  34  passengers  in  steeraga. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  from 
Kobe: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Good  and  Mr,  Samson  in 
cabin,  and  28  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco:—  Mr.  A.  Becker  and  Miss  Susie  Pratt  in 
cabin.  For  Shanghai  : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairhurst, 
Mrs.  Wilson,  and  Miss  Wilson  in  cabin.  For 
Amoy: — Mr.  J.  McD.  Carrington,  U.S.  Vice* 
Consul,  in  cabin, 
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Per  Japanese  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  from 
Oiaru  via  ports  : — 28  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  from  Hong- 
kong:— Mr.  James  Lochead,  Captain  J.  Efford, 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Efford,  and  Mr.  W.  Elkan  in 
cabin;  Mr.  A.  Harmsten,  Dr.  Yamagura,  Dr.  K. 
Hormichi,  Mr.  H.  B.  Lewis,  Mr.  G.  Bunschoten, 
Mis.  Osaksan,  Messrs.  Young,  Teik,  Ching  Ni 
Ko,  Wong  Su  King,  Ah  Cliing,  and  L.  Gat  Sang 
in  second  class;  Mrs.  Grand  and  cliild,  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Simon  Bernstein,  Mr.  A.  Wichow,  and  Mr. 
Cari  Volgliy  in  third  class,  and  51  Chinese  on  deck. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  0  mi  Maru,  from  Kobe: — 
Mrs.  ].  Napier  and  chi  Id,  Miss  Steele.,  Mr.  M. 
Enge.'t,  Mr.  A.  Ekstrand,  and  Mr.  H.  Ogawa  in 
cabin,  and  26  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Tacoma,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports:— Major  and  Mis.  Wynne  Eyton,  child, 
and  amah,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hunt,  Messrs.  A. 
Murray,  G.  C.  Murray,  J.  M.  Underwood,  Juce, 
W.  Brent,  and  S-  Komor  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  poits:— Mr.  Kiiby,  Dr.  Coales,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Coates,  Dr.  Alex.  Ross,  Mr.  P.  A.  Schlum- 
berger,  Mr.  A.  P.  Morriss,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Robeit 
and  2  children,  Mrs.  Pilcher  and  child,  Mrs.  Poole, 
Mrs.  Strahler,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cn.tis  and  2  children, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Lo  and  child,  Mr.  H.  Pitnes, 
and  Mr.  F.  J.  Collins  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr. 
Chillovv,  Mr.  Nishi,  Mrs.  J.  Nishi,  Mrs.  F.  Nislii, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Senzaki,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fujii  in 
second  class,  and  58  passengers  in  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Hiroshima  Maru,  for 
Bombay  via  ports  :— Mr.  R.  H.  Lischensky  in 
cabin,  and  18  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  for  San 
Francisco :  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McEwen,  Mr. 
Geo.  Miller,  Mrs.  E.  Cohen,  Mr.  W.  Lloyd,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Wm.  Young,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Walker,  Mr.  R.  Peverley,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Ferguson, 
and  Mr.  F.  C.  Greene  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports: — Mr.  and  Mrs  Fox,  Miss  Lacey,  Captain 
Newell,  Mrs.  Chope,  Messrs.  A.  Woolley,  Cop- 
inann  and  native  servant,  and  W.  Quai  Chit  in 
cabin,  and  4  Chinese  and  child  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Marti,  for 
Shanghai  and  ports:  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tlios.  Fair- 
hurst,  Mrs.  Wilson  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mis 
J.  T.  How,  Captain  Fuiber,  Miss  Belle  Allen, 
Dr.  Ellen  Lyon,  Miss  Donald,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Easton,  Mrs.  Schensky,  Messrs.  A.  Porter,  C.  F. 
Heinlien,  B.  R.  Perry,  J.  L.  Morgan,  Wm.  N. 
Parker,  H.  Haddeu,  S.  Warning,  G.  N.  Macon- 
dray,  and  F.  Paulsen  in  cabin  ;  Messrs.  Okumuia, 
Nagano  Toshi,  Krager,  and  Wolff  in  second 
class,  and  39  passengeis  in  steerage. 

Per  Gentian  steamer  Nurnberg, -for  Hongkong 
via  ports:  —  Mr.  and  Mis.  S.  N.  Kauffmann,  Miss 
Louis  Kauffmann,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crosby  S.  Noyes, 
Miss  Mina  Noyes,  Miss  Belle  Brian,  Messis 
Edwin  Fergusson,  Edward  J.  Foree,  Alfted  Ro- 
gers, J.  H.  Benson,  H.  G.  Quern,  G.  Henry,  E 
A.  Hornell,  Gtaf  Wedel,  and  Katayama  Yoshi 
moto  in  cabin  ;  2  Chinese  in  second  class  ;  ] 
European  in  third  class,  and  7  Chinese  on  deck. 


cleared  and  remained  fine  to  arrival  at  Kobe  the 
l6lh  at  noon.  Left  Kobe  the  17th  at  midday  ; 
had  light  easterly  winds,  dull,  cloudy,  and  showery 
weather  to  port.    Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  l8t.li . 


CARGOES. 

Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  20  bales;  Waste  Silk,  38  bales. 

Per  Japanese   steamer   Yokohama  Maru, 
Shanghai  and  ports  : —Treasure,  $85,000.00. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Sydney,  for  San 
Francisco  : — 


Hyogo   

Yokohama 


ft  A  N 

iiia  Nciaco 

34  l»°°S  270 
...     333    2.444  2,6uS 


TKA  , 

NSW  MINNE-  OTHER 

YORK.  CHICAGO.  A  POLI S.  C ITI  ES.  TOT 

—  —  1,309 

265  —  5,650 


total   367    3,449    2,878       265         —  6,959 


HARTFORD. 


Shanghai  .. 

Hongkong 

Vokohama 


Total 


180 
j  10 
214 

404 


180 
10 
2.4 

404 


REPORTS. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  Captain 
Conner,  lepoits  :— Left  Shanghai  the  I2th  May  at 
4  a.m.  and  an  ived  at  Nagasaki  the  131I1  at  8  p.m.; 
experienced  light  eastei  ly  winds  and  dull  weather. 
Left  Nagasaki  the  14th  at  7  p.m.;  had  light  N.E. 
winds  and  thick,  rainy  weather  to  arrival  at  Shi- 
mouoseki  the  151I1  at  9.50  a.m.  Left  again  the 
same  day  at  2  p.m.  and  were  detained  several 
hours  in  Inland  Sea  by  fog  ;  at  u  p.m.  weather 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE 

Krom  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ... 

From  America   

From  Hongkong   

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   

From  Canada,  &c.  ... 

From  America   

From  Hongkong   

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong   


NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUK 


per  N.  Y.  K. 

per  O.  &  O.  Co. 
per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

per  M.  M.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 


Friday,  May  35th. 
Friday,  May  25th* 
Sunday,  May  aoth.t 

Friday,  May  35th. t 
Tuesday,  May  22nd. * 
Monday,  May  28th  || 
Sunday,  June  .?rd.H 
Thursday,  May  31st. 


per  N-  D.Lloyd     Wed'day,  June  13th. 


•  Oceanic  left  San  Francisco  on  May  8th.  t  Ancona  left  Kobe 
on  May  19th.  X  Oceanien  'with  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on 
May  17th.  %  China  left  Hongkong  on  May  ijth.  II  Empress  of 
Chma  left  Vancouver  on  May  14th.  f  City  of  liio  >le  Janeiro  left 
San  Francisco  on  May  17th.  


THK 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki  .   

For  America   

Kor  Hongkong   

For  Honguong   

I'or  Canada,  &c  

For  America   

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
l'acoma.  Wash.  

For  Europe,  via  Hong- 
kong   


NEXT  MAIL  LHAVRS 

per  N.  Y.  K.  Tuesday.  May  22nd. 

per  P.  M.  Co.  Friday.  May  251I1. 

per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  May  26th. 

per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tues.lay,  May  29th. 

per  C- P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  June  1st. 

per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  June  2nd. 

per  M.  M.  Co.  Saturday,  June  2nd. 

per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  June  9th. 

per  N.  D.  I.loyd  Friday,  June  15th. 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 
Dull  all  round.    Race  holidays  and  a  falling 
exchange  seem  to  have  bereft  the  market  of  all 
life,  and  we  have  little  to  chronicle,  beyond  a  few 
sales  of  Double  Yams  at  about  last  quotations,  with 
etail  sales  of  Silk  Satins  and  Summer  flannel. 
CO  I  I  ON    PIECK  (iOOiiS. 


Grey  Shillings— SiWi.jHJ  yds.  30, inches 
Grey  Shirtings— gilt,  384  yds.  45  inches 

1'.  Cloth— 7 Ih,  24  yaids,  32  inches   

Indigo  Shirtings — 12  yaids,  44  inches  .. 
Piints — Assorted, 24  yards,  3 r> incite!... 
Cotton — Italians  and  Satteens  Hlack, 32 
inches   

Velvets — Black,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yaids,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 2 .0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  31b,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4H),  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  51b,  24/25  yards, 
32  i  nches   

WOOl.l.KNS. 

Flannel  

Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches  hest 
Italian   Cloth,   30   yauls,   32  inches 

Medium  

Italian   Cloth,   30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   r  

Mousseline  de  l.aine— Crape,  2  |  yards  , 

31  inches   

Cloths— Pilots,  51  <<6  56  inches   

Cloths— Presidents,  34  (4)  5fi  inches  ... 

Cloths— Union,  54  \a%  56  inches   

ItUnltetK — Scarlet  and  Green,  4  to  34  Ih, 

jwc  Ik   


m  n  aci. 


F2.40 
2.6o 
1.70 
1.70 

'75 


to  3.00 
to  3  4° 
to  2.00 
to  2.35 
to  3  75 

PER  VAKD  . 
Ol6     to  O  21 
PER  PIKCK. 

6.85  lo  9,05 
O.85    to  1.00 

1.60  to  i.So 

I  90  1(1  2.20 
2.40  to  2.85 
3  00   to  3.20 

PER  V  A  H  [). 

$0,274  t"  0.45 

O.35     to  O.40 


0  30    lo  0.35 

0.25  I"  0.30 

0.15  tu'u  22' 

0.35  to  0.50 

0.60  lo  0.05 

n.^o  t  o  0.70 

0.45  I  'I  0  .524 

PER  PICUL. 


Chester    $1.70   to  1.724 

Comet    1.675  to  1.70 

Devoe    — 

Russian  Anchor   1.65  to  1. 674 

Russian  Moon    1.60  to  1.624 

SUGAR. 

Plenty  of  arrivals  and  a  fair  business  doing. 
Quotations  practically  unchanged,  for  although 
Formosa  reports  a  short  crop  there  seems  to  be 
no  lack  of  supplies  here  at  present. 

PER  PICUL. 

rlrown  Takao    $4-5°  to  4-6o 

Brown  Manila    5.2°  to  5.30 

Brown  Daitong   3-30  to  3.40 

Brown  Canton    4.10104.40 

White  Java  and  Penan?   7.10  to  7.20 

White  Kelined   7.50(09.50 


I  1)1  KIM  VAKUS. 

Nos.  io/*.|,  (Jidinaiy    — 

Nos.  16/24,  Medium   $38.00  to  39.00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  Hest   39-50  to  40.50 

Nos.  16/24,  Reveise    — 

Nos.  28/32,  Oidinary   41  00  to  42.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    42.00  to  43.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  Went   43-oo  to  44.00 

Nos.  38/42,  Mediim'to  Hest    46.00  to  47.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    45  °°  to  46.00 

No.  42s,  Two-fold    52.00  to  54.00 

PER  H  «  I.  S  . 

No.  20s,  Bombay    — 

No.  16s,  Bombay    ~~ 

M  1ST  A  IS. 

The  situation  remains  unchanged.  Buyers  few 
and  far  between.  Holders  decline  to  make  fresh 
reductions  in  price,  and  the  present  course  of  ex- 
change is  in  their  favour. 

PER  PICUL. 

flat  llais,  i  inch    »3-6o  to  3.65 

Plat  liars,  J  inch    3  7°  to  3-75 

Round  and  s<|iiaie  up  to  jf  inch    3.60(03.70 

Iron  Pla(es,  assor(ed    3 ■?<>  to  3-S° 

Sheet  Iron   4  75  lo  5.00 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20(09.50 

Wiie  Nails,  assorted    6.00  to  6,25 

Tin  Plates,  per  liox   6. 10  lo  6  30 

Pijj  I  ron ,  Mo.  3    t  .60  t"  1.70 

ICICROSKNIC. 
Nothing  fresh  in  this  maiket.     Pi  ices  are  with- 
out change,  but  the  lower  exchange  will  piohably 
stop  any  further  fall. 


Oui 
which 
piculs 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK, 
last  issue  was  of  the  nth  instant,  since 
date  settlements  on  this  market  are  435 
divided  thus  :  Filatures,  325  piculs  ;  Re- 
reels,  52  piculs;  Kakeda,  58  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  141  bales,  making  the  total  busi- 
ness of  the  week  600  piculs. 

There  has  been  rather  more  doing  this  week  as 
prices  decline  ;  holders  continue  to  offer  their  stock 
freely,  having  still  6,500  piculs  of  old  silk  on  hand 
which  (hey  would  be  very  glad  (o  quit  before  the 
new  season  opens.  The  principal  business  has 
been  done  in  Filatures,  and  prices  for  these  show 
a  reduction  of  $30  since  the  last  mail.  Re-reels 
and  Kakeda  have  also  been  purchased,  but  the  fall 
in  these  is  not  so  great. 

Exchange  now  seems  upon  a  downward  path 
once  more  in  sympathy  with  a  fall  in  silver  at 
London. 

New  Crop. — All  goes  well ;  the  weather  is 
warmer  and  all  talk  of  frost  has  disappeared. 
The  mulberry  leaf  is  in  excellent  condition,  ap- 
parently finer  than  for  some  seasons  past.  Hatch- 
ing has  become  pretty  general  in  tfie  lowland 
provinces;  and  the  present  outlook  is  for  an 
abundant  crop,  of  good  quality,  at  cheap  prices. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  Empress  of  India,  nth 
instant,  took  146  bales  for  the  New  York  trade, 
followed  by  the  City  of  Fe king  with  168  bales,  and 
the  English  mail  steamer  Verona,  13th  instant, 
had  20  bales  for  Europe.  These  departures  make 
the  present  export  figures  42,140  piculs,  against 
46,618  piculs  last  year,  and  48,345  piculs  at  the 
same  date  in  1892. 

Filatures.— A  few  purchases  from  day  to  day, 
chiefly  for  the  United  States  trade,  although 
Lyons  has  taken  a  small  quantity  also.  Among 
the  most  recent  sales  aie  Kaimeisha,  $730; 
Hiranosha  and  similar  quality  at  $720;  Tokosha, 
$710,  being  a  reduction  of  about  $30  per  picul 
since  our  last  Circular.  Similar  silks  at  this  time 
last  year  were  done  at  $980,  with  a  very  much 
higher  exchange.  For  Europe,  several  parcels  of 
fine  size  have  been  bought,  one  lot  of  Inuyama 
being  done  at  $690  per  picul.  On  the  19111  May 
last  year  we  cluonicled  the  puichase  of  similar 
silk  at  $I,IOO  per  picul,  with  an  exchange  on 
Lyons  of  fcs.  3.48  against  to-day's  exchange 
quotation  of  fcs.  2.65,  These  facts  will  speak  for 
themselves. 

Rereels. — Not  very  much  done,  the  only  sale  of 
any  note  being  Tengensha,  Kosuisha,  and  Five  Girl 

at  $690. 

Kakeda. — The  stock  of  these  is  somewhat  re- 
duced and  holders  are  firmer  in  this  class  than  in 
Filatures  or  Re-reels.  The  small  purchases  made 
are  said  to  be  at  the  same  prices  as  quoted  a  week 
ago,  namely,  $660,  for  Horsehead,  although  pro- 
bably this  quotation  may  be  shaded  a  little  before 
weighing. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No.  1  4    — 

Hanks — No  .  2  ( Shinshu  )    — 

Hanks — No.2()oshu)    — 

Hanks — No.  24  (Shinshu)   — 

Hanks — No.  24  ( )oshu)   — 

Hanks — No.  24  to  3    — 

!  1  a  nits — No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  34    .<   — 

Filatures — lixtra  10/12  denieis   Nom.  — 

Filatures — Extra  13/15  denieis    Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1 ,  10/ 1 3  denieis    Nom. $720  to 

Filatures — No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  den   740  to 

Filatures— No.  \\,  10/ 14  denieis    690(0 

Filatures — No.  14.  13/16,  14/17  den   710  to 

Filatures — No.  2.  10/15  denieis    670  to 

Filatures — No.  2,  14/18  denieis    680  to 

Filatures — No.  3,  1  4 (20  denieis    650(0 

Re-i  eels— Extra    — 

Re-reels — (Oslui)  Hest  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-ieels — No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  deniers   700  (o 

Re-reels — No.  >4,  13/16,  t  | /17  deniei  s   680  to 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  14/18  denieis   660  to 

Re-reels — No.  24,  1 4 / 1 K  denieis    640  (o 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1 4/20  denieis    6ao  to 

Kakedas — RxUa    700  to 

Kakedas — No.  1    6S0  to 

Kakedas — No.  14    650  to 


730 
750 
700 
720 
680 
690 
660 


710 

690 
670 
650 
630 
710 
690 
66o 
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615 


tfal<eilas — No.j      630  tu  040 


Kakedti— -No,  u   

— 

Kaludai— No,  4  

Olllil  Seixlai — No.  M 

1  lainttsuki — No.  t ,  i 

— 

S,„l,i_rj„.  ji   

i'  xpc.i  1  Kmw  Silk  rubles-  to 

I  Sill  May, 

iHy4.- 

Mat  •1111 

«.>3-'K<H 

.  1891-93 

1  S.ll    .|J  . 

Hull. 

11 « 1  ka  . 

11  A  I>1. 

22-954 
17,850 

18,629 
2 7.' 95 

17,909 

Am«iir«   

29.3/2 

40,804 
43,140 

45.8^4 
46,618 

47,281 

48,345 

~i<- 1 1 1  ciue-i,  1  n  ami  Illici  t  ) 
I'.xpoi  t  from  ISt  |  Illy  ) 

Stock.  18th  May  

42.650 
6,550 

46,700 
1,100 

48,200 
2,600 

Avail*!.!?*  iitip  |je!<l  ti  dale 

49,100 

47,800 

50,800 

WASTE  SILK. 

Rather  more  doing  tliis  week,  settlements  reacli- 
i'*R  455  piculs,  divided  thus  : — Noshi,  132  piculs  ; 
Kibiso,  320  piculs  ;  Sundries,  3  piculs.  No  direct 
shipments  this  week. 

Holders  have  shown  a  disposition  to  be  cut  rent 
and  have  met  buyers  to  some  extent  with  the  above 
tesult;  still,  the  stock  is  heavy  and  we  look  for 
further  reductions  in  the  near  future. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity, 
ihe  English  mail  steamer  Verona,  1 31 1 1  instant,  tak- 
ing 38  bales  for  Europe,  and  the  present  expoi  t 
figures  are  26,672  piculs,  against  40,922  piculs  last 
year,  and  30,663  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Cocoons — Nothing  done  and  the  season  is 
closed  ;  the  present  stock,  being  inferior,  will  pro- 
bably be  absorded  by  the  native  spinners. 

Noshi. — Not  a  large  business  but  fair  pur- 
chases of  Joshu  have  been  made  at  prices  rang- 
ing from  $64  to  $70. 

Kibiso. —  The  principal  business  lias  been  in  this 
class,  Filatures,  $90  to  $100  ;  Zagouri,  $45  to  $65  ; 
ordinary  Joshu,  $28|. 

Sundries.— Nothing  done  beyond  a  sample  of 
Neri. 

QUOTATIONS. 

ficitoit  Cdcouiia — tiooit  to  Best   — 

Noslii-ilo — Filature,  Best   $135  to  140 

Noslii-ito — Filature,  Good    125  to  130 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Medium    1 15  to  120 

Noshi-ito — Oshu,  (iood  to  Heat    135  to  135 

Noshi-ito — Sliiusliu,  Hest    — 

Noslii-ito — Sliiusliu,  Good   go  to  95 

Noshi-ito — Stiinsh  11 ,  Medium    80  to  85 

Noslii-ito — Buslui,  Good  to  liett   115  to  125 

Noshi-ito — Joshu,  Best    — 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    70  to 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Ordinary    60  to 

Kibiso — Filature,  Best  selected   100  to 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds    go  to 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Best    70  to 

Kibiso — Shinshti,  Best   — 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — Joshu,  Good  to  Fair   40  to  35 

Kibiso — joshu,  Middling  to  Common    35  to  30 

Kibiso — IJachoji,  Good    35  to  30 

Kibiso — Hachoji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vawata — Good  to  Best   150  to  160 


75 
65 
1 10 

95 
75 


Kxuoi  1  Table  Waste  Silk  to  1 8th  May,  1894,- 


S«A«IIN  l8Q3-l|4. 

1893-93. 

1 891-9;! 

Piculs. 

P 1 C  ij  La  # 

P  1 C  II L  I . 

38,230 
2,692 

28,564 
2,099 

26,672 

40,922 

30,663 

s-etllciuciila  and  Dlicct  I  A 
Export  from  1st  July   J  28,500 

pii;iii.a. 
45.9SO 
2,300 

34.500 
4,700 

A  vail  able  supplies  to  date  43,500 

48,250 

39,200 

Exchange  has  dropped  again,  in  sympathy  with 
silver  at  home,  Present  quotations  are:  —  London, 
4111/s.  Credits,  2/1%;  Documents,  2/lf ;  6in/s.  Cie- 
dits,  2/if .  New  York,  jod/s.  U.S.  $51^;  4111/s. 
U.S.  $52.    Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.65. 

Estimated  Silk  Stock,  l8tli  May,  1804:  — 

Willi,  PICULS. 

Cocoons   140 

Noshi-ito    7,925 

Kibiso    6,705 

Mawata   120 

Sundries    310 


S»V».  MCIIL9 

Hanks    — 

Filatures    3.400 

Re-reeis   2,750 

Kakeda    4°° 

Osnu    — 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  — 


Total  piculs    6,550        l  otal  piculs  15,200 

TEA. 

Business  increases  and  there  are  heavy  settle- 
ments. Prices  declined  a  dollar  or  so  as  supplies 
became  more  plentiful.  The  outgoing  steamers 
should  have  plenty  of  caigo,  as  all  the  firing  go- 
downs  are  fully  occupied. 


QUOTATIONS  (nhw  LBAF)i 

Choicest    J ]8  to  40 

Choice   35  to  3ft 

I'inest    33  to  34 

Fine    30  to  31 

Good  Medium    27  to  28 

Medium    25  to  26 


EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  has  fallen  once  more,  and  theie  is  no 
stability  in  rates. 
Sterling — Bank  T.T   2/0J 

3tdUh|>  —  hauli  Mills  on  demand    2'o| 

Sterling — Manic  4  mouths'  sight    2/1 

Starting  —  Private  4  months'  sight   3/1  j 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/1  j 

On  Paris— Bank  sight   2-59 

On  Lyons — Private  4  moll  tit*'  sight   2  66 

On  Hongkong — Hank  sight    Par. 

On  Hongkong  —  Private  10  day»'  Mght    1  °/0  d 

On  Shanghai — Hank  sight    72J 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73^ 

On  India — Bank  sight    196 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight    igo, 

On  America — Bank  Bills  on  demand    50J 

On  America — Piivate  m  days'  sight    51I 

On  America — Piivate  4  months'  sight    524 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2.og 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.16 

Bar  Silver  (London)     28-3- 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND!  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 

ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 


',yyE  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 

March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

MONEYf AND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In. 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.   Bankers,  Manufacturers  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is       subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies  are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TkADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andtoall  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries' 
SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893.  ' 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Ilakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  hy  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  ;i  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel ; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


Y. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  k  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  most  refined  of  all  Perfumes.  Sweet 
as  the  Rose  itself.   Imitated  the  world 
over,  but  equalled  by  none. 

ATKINSON'S 
EATJ  DE  COLOGNE 

is  now  universally  preferred  to  the  German 
kinds.   It  is  more  fragrant,  more  lasting, 
and  very  much  more  refreshing.  Use  none 
but  Atkinson's,  which  is  the  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  6c  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 

CAUTION !  Onlygenuine  with  shield-shape 
bine  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark,  i 
"  WhiteRose, "  and  address  in  full. .  ' 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Awarded  Cold  Medal  Lpool  Interni  Exhibition.  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED. 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixtura" 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 


IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■■tabllahed  a.  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WOflDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "  The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says— "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  An  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations. 

Mr.  ].  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871.  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


THE  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


IMPERIAL  JAPANESE  DIET 

in  Book  Form. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 

ASK  FOR 


LIEBICCOMPANYS 


THE  "Proceedings"  include  EPITOMISED 
DEBATES,  Translations  of  the  Bills  dis- 
cussed, Budgets,  Speeches  of  the  Ministers  of 
State  in  full,  Questions  put  and  the  answers  of 
the  Government,  and  the  Legislative  Work  of 
the  Session. 

PRICE  $1. 

To  be  obtained  at  the  Office  of  the  Japan 
Mail,  No.  51,  Main  Street. 

"  NEW  CODES  AND  OLD  CUSTOMS." 

By  J.H.W. 
Reprinted  from  the  "Japan  Mail.' 
PRICE  FIFTY  CENTS. 
Dceember  20th,  1893. 

BAN  DAI-SAN, 

With  Coloured  Plan, 

A FULL  REPORT  on  the  ERUPTION 
of  BANDAI-SAN,  being  a  reprint  from 
he  "Japan  Mail"  of  copious  translations  from 
Tokyo  Journals,  a  Description  by  "Our  Re- 
porter," and  an  "  Editorial,"  written.after  a  visit 
to  the  locality.  Price  50  Cents. 
To  be  obtained  at  the  Japan  Mail  Office,  0, 
Kelly  &  Walsh,  Limited. 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK -FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurcb  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


DINNE  FORDS 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORDSl 
FLUID 

MAGNESIA 

N.B.-  ASK  FOR 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC    LAUNCH    "  GLOW-WORM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
tnd  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
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MARRIAGE. 

On  May  9th,  at  St.  Joseph's  Church,  Hongkong, 
by  the  Very  Reverend  Father  Vigano,  Edward 
McCabe,  to  Rosic  Fagan,  both  of  New  Brighton, 
Liverpool. 

DEATHS. 

At  No.  59,  Bluff,  at  2.30  a.m.,  M.  J.  B.  Noordhoek 
Hegt,  aged  72. 

At  the  British  Naval  Hospital,  on  the  21st  instant, 
Thomas  Brewer. 

At  Kobe,  on  the  25th  inst. ,  Ch.  Debbe,  of  Bremen, 
aged  28  years. 

SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  rumour  that  Black  Death  has  broken  out 
in  Japan  is  unfounded. 

Mr.  Hayashi,  Master  of  Services  to  H.I.M.  the 
Empress-Dowager,  died  on  the  22nd  inst. 

The  Bluff  team  beat  the  Settlement  in  the  first 
cricket  match  of  the  season  by  seven  runs. 

The  Tokyo  Tramway  Co.  expect  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  18  per  cent,  for  the  present  year. 

The  London  Lyric  Company  concluded  its 
engagement  at  the  Public  Hall  on  Monday.  It 
is  now  playing  in  Kobe. 

The  King's  Daughters  of  the  Yokohama  Circle 
gave  a  most  enjoyable  garden-parly  0:1  Wednes- 
day, with  the  object  of  completing  the  gather- 


ing of  $1,000  wherewith  to  endow  a  woman's 
bed  in  the  Foreign  Hospital. 

A  train  from  Aomori  was  derailed  near  Mori- 
oka  station  on  the  1 8th  inst.  No  injuries  were 
sustained  by  the  passengers. 

Onk  thousand  five  hundred  Japanese  emigrants 
will  leave  Yokohama  on  the  15th  of  June  next 
in  the  Miike  Marti  for  Hawaii. 

An  insurrection  has  broken  out  in  the  south- 
ern provinces  of  the  Korean  Peninsula.  Troops 
have  been  dispatched  to  quell  the  tumult. 

Thursday  was  the  Queen's  Birthday,  but  owing 
to  its  being  mail  day,  the  celebration  was  put  off 
till  Friday,  when  a  general  holiday  was  held. 

H.B.M.  Minister  to  Japan  has  been  very  ill 
suffering  from  gastric  trouble.  His  condition 
showed  improvement  towards  the  end  of  the 

week.   

In  a  private  match  on  Thursday,  T.T.  beat 
Zephyr  over  three-quarters  of  a  mile  ;  on  Friday 
the  same  speedy  animal  signally  defeated  Un 

Russe.  •  

Mr.  Sugita  Teiichi,  M.P.,  who  has  been  under 
arrest  for  some  time,  has  been  sentenced  to  six 
months'  major  confinement  for  the  assault  upon 

his  brother.   

Two  old  residents  of  Yokohama  passed  away 
on  Monday  in  the  persons  of  Mr.  Hegt  and  Mr. 
T.  Brewer.  Their  funerals  were  largely  at- 
tended.  ■ 

Messrs.  Kijima  Kozo  and  Matsushita  Junno- 
suke,  Attaches  in  the  Foreign  Department,  have 
been  promoted  student-secretaries  in  the  Japa- 
nese Consulate  at  Jinsen,  Korea. 

A  gigantic  bank  robbery  was  perpetrated  in 
Yokohama  at  the  end  of  last  week,  the  means 
employed  being  a  forged  telegram  sent  in  the 
private  code  of  a  Japanese  bank. 

Rumour  says  that  Count  Yamagata,  President 
of  the  Privy  Council,  intends  to  resign,  and 
some  influential  officials  are  endeavouring  to  in- 
duce Count  Oki  to  take  the  office. 

Messrs.  Yu,  Korean  Charge  d' Affairs  and 
Kim  Lak-Shun,  a  Secretary  in  the  Korean 
Legation,  have  been  placed  on  the  Retired  List. 
Their  dismissal  arises  from  the  recent  Korean 
murder  case. 


Four  Japanese  women  were  discovered  packed 
in  travelling  trunks  on  board  the  out-going 
mail  steamer  Tacoma  last  Saturday.  The  girls, 
when  rescued,  were  in  a  shocking  condition. 
Their  procurers  are  under  arrest. 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  Kokumin  Shimbun, 
and  Hochi  Shimbun  were  released  from  suspen- 
sion on  the  2 1st  inst.,  while  the  Shin  Choya 
and  Mainichi  Shimbun  were  suspended  on  the 
19th  and  20th  respectively. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  Kazuki,  ex-M.P., 
took  place  in  the  capital  on  the  22nd  inst.  The 
ceremony  was  attended  by  overthreehundred  per- 
sons, including  ViscountShinagawa,  Mr.  Yasuba 
Yasukazu,  and  other  distinguished  Unionists. 

A  big  fight  is  being  made  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons  over  the  Budget.  The  measure 
only  obtained  its  second  reading  by  a  majority 
of  12,  the  dissentient  ministerialists  yielding 
at  the  last  moment  to  the  pressure  of  the  whips. 
2'he  7'imes  observes  that  it  is  evident  the  Bud- 
get will  constitute  the  chief  business  of  the 
session,  and  that  its  discussion  in  Committee 
will  be  prolonged  and  bitter.  Mr.  Mundella, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  has  re- 
signed in  order  to  prevent  the  appearance  of 
a  conflict  between  his  public  and  private  in- 
terests.  The  Queen  has  opened  the  Manches- 


ter Canal.  The  London  Cabmen  have  struck 
against  the  cab-masters  for  a  reduction  in  the 
rates  of  hiring,  and  the  cab-stands  both  in  the 
streets  and  at  railway  stations  aie  entirely 
denuded  of  vehicles.  A  monster  procession  of 
cabmen  was  held  in  Hyde  Park  and  much  riot- 
ing took  place  en  route,  in  which  vehicles  of 
non-striking  cabmen  were  overturned.  The  cab- 
masters  have  resolved  to  maintain  their  stand 
against  what  they  term  the  unjust  demands  of 
the  drivers,  but  a  few  have  yielded.  Hundreds 
of  persons,  members  of  a  so-called  Society  for 
Political  Liberty,  have  been  arrested  in  the 
principal  cities  of  Russia.  The  marriage  of 
the  Czarewich  with  the  Princess  Alix  has  been 
fixed  for  the  10th  of  November.  Speaking  in 
the  Italian  Chamber  of  Deputies,  Signor  Crispi 
stated  that  though  to  all  appearance  the  policy 
of  the  Powers  was  pacific,  it  was  impossible  to 
reduce  the  armaments  of  the  country,  and  an 
attitude  of  defiance  was  the  best  guarantee  for 
the  security  of  the  national  independence. 
The  German  Squadron,  including  the  ship 
under  the  command  of  Prince  Henry,  has 
anchored  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  Edinburgh 
has  been  the  scene  of  great  fetes  in  consequence. 
The  Belgian  Expedition  under  Baert,  while 
marching  towards  Lado,  was  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  Dervishes,  and  had  to  beat  a  retreat 
to  await  the  arrival  of  reinforcements.  Brazil 
has  broken  off  relations  with  Portugal  in  con- 
sequence of  the  harbouring  of  Da  Gama  and 
other  insurgents  on  board  Portuguese  warships 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  A  match  has  been  arranged 
between  the  yachts  Vigilant  and  Valkyrie,  the 
best  of  three  races,  to  be  sailed  in  British  waters. 
Edmund  Yates,  the  pioneer  of  •'  Society  "  jour- 
nalism in  England,  is  dead.  A  commercial 
treaty  between  Russia  and  Austria  has  been 
concluded.  King  Alexander  has  suspended  the 
Servian  Constitution  owing  to  the  invalidating 
of  an  Ukase  annulling  the  banishment  of  his 

parents.   

There  is  not  much  improvement  to  be  noted  in 
the  Import  trade.  A  little  more  business  has 
been  moving  in  Yarns,  but  at  very  low  prices. 
The  heavy  descriptions  of  Shirtings  are  unsale- 
able, and  only  a  small  business  has  been  done  in 
light  at  late  rates.  Other  Piece-goods  are  more 
or  less  neglected,  a  few  sales  of  Turkey  Reds 
being  the  principal  item  reported.  The  Metal 
trade  is  extremely  dull,  though  there  are  offers 
in  the  market  of  very  low  figures  which  holders 
steadily  decline  to  accept.  There  is  but  little 
business  in  the  Kerosene  trade,  and  no  change 
in  prices  generally,  though  a  few  small  sales 
of  American  have  been  made  during  the  week, 
said  to  be  a  fraction  under  present  quotations. 
Russian  Oil  is  steady,  but  without  transactions. 
There  is  not  much  doing  in  Sugar,  in  Yoko- 
hama, though  white  sorts  have  gone  off  well 
at  the  Tokyo  auctions.  Arrivals  continue  large, 
and  there  is  a  fair  amount  "  floating,"  con- 
sequently, with  no  great  demand,  quotations  are 
barely  maintained.  The  Silk  trade  continues 
in  a  weak  and  unsatisfactory  condition,  at 
irregular  prices,  with  only  a  small  demand  from 
the  States  and  none  at  all  from  Europe.  Crop 
prospects  continue  good.  Hardly  anything  has 
been  done  in  Waste,  and  the  immense  stock 
has  suffered  no  reduction,  though  lower  prices 
are  now  asked  which  a  month  ago  would  have 
cleared  away  six  or  seven  thousand  piculs,  but 
this  attitude  of  holders  has  been  assumed 
too  late.  The  Tea  trade  has  been  rushed,  ex- 
ports to  date,  including  ships  loading  here  at 
present, amount  to  well  intothree  million  pounds, 
consequently  the  higher  grades  are  falling  off 
and  prices  are  receding  as  quality  gets  scarcer. 
Exchange  jumped  suddenly  early  in  the  week, 
but  has  since  declined,  though  not  quite  back 
to  last  week's  rates. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 

 ♦  

The  Diet  and  its  proceedings  now  engrosses 
public  attention.  As  already  stated  more  than 
once,  there  seems  to  be  good  reason  to  hope 
that  the  present  session  will  end  without  any 
serious  crisis  in  the  political  situation.  Keenly 
feeling  their  defeat  over  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  declaring  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Cabinet,  the  allied  Opposition  parties  endea- 
voured to  attain  their  object  by  adroitly  turning 
the  Radical  Resolution,  condemning  the  dis- 
solution of  the  late  House  of  Representatives, 
into  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence.  The  Radi- 
cals 6toutly  opposed  any  essential  change  in 
the  sense  of  the  Resolution,  and  the  allied 
factions  only  succeeded  in  introducing  a  curi- 
ous amendment  declaring  want  of  confidence 
not  in  the  Cabinet,  but  in  a  certain  past  act  of 
the  Cabinet.  In  such  a  form  the  Resolution 
was  justly  treated  with  indifference  by  the  Ca- 
binet. The  Radical  Address  to  the  Throne  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee.  The  Op- 
position members  are  trying  to  turn  it  into  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence,  but  all  proposals 
tending  in  that  direction  are  rejected  by  the 
Radicals,  and  at  present  there  seems  to  be  little 
chance  of  reconciling  the  views  of  the  rival 
sections  in  the  Committee.  We  give  below  a 
resume  of  the  comments  of  the  vernacular  press 

on  each  of  the  above  subjects. 

* 

*  * 

As  to  the  defeat  of  the  allied  factions  over  their 
Address  to  the  Throne,  the  Opposition  papers 
show  great  chagrin,  and  console  themselves  by 
abusing  the  Independent  members  who  voted 
against  the  measure.  Against  them  are  launched 
all  the  ugly  names  that  personal  malice  and 
political  disappointment  can  suggest.  The 
Radicals  also  are  assailed.  Their  opposition  to 
the  Address  on  the  ground  that  it  embodied  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  is  adduced 
as  a  proof  of  secret  combination  with  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Nippon  is  particularly  pains- 
taking in  enumerating  causes  of  the  Opposi- 
tion's defeat.  Seven  are  mentioned  :  first,  that 
the  Railway  Bills,  in  the  passage  of  which  all 
the  members  of  the  Lower  House  are  keenly 
interested,  were  employed  to  avert  an  early  col- 
lision between  the  House  and  the  Cabinet. 
Secondly,  that  the  question  of  the  re-assess- 
ment of  the  taxable  value  of  land  was 
used  in  a  similar  manner.  Thirdly,  that 
the  threat  of  dissolution  powerfully  operat- 
ed against  the  passage  of  the  Address.  Fourth- 
ly, that  the  suspension  of  several  influential 
papers  must  have  had  some  influence  on  the 
issue  of  the  contest.  Fifthly,  that  some  mem- 
bers were  secretly  warned  that,  if  they  voted  for 
the  Address,  a  keen  scrutiny  would  be  instituted 
into  their  actions  at  the  time  of  the  last  general 
election.  Sixthly,  that  tempting  offers  of  money 
and  public  posts  converted  some  members  into 
opponents  of  the  Address.  Seventhly  and 
lastly,  that  the  so-called  Shin-ch6  (gentlemen 
merchants)  used  their  interest  with  the  Inde- 
pendents in  favour  of  the  Cabinet.  The  Nippon 
makes  the  above  enumeration  in  a  vague  and 
indefinite  manner.  The  allied  parties,  on  the 
other  hand,  could  not,  it  says,  employ  any  such 
means  of  gaining  votes,  and  in  consideration  of 
the  unequal  circumstances  under  which  the 
contest  took  place,  a  minority  of  only  five  really 
proved  the  effective  strength  of  the  Opposition. 

Such  is  the  Nippon's  view. 

m 

*  * 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  acknowledges  the 
defeat  of  the  Opposition,  but  can  not  believe 
that  the  Cabinet  has  escaped  without  serious 
injury.  The  Address  was  thrown  out  by  a  bare 
majority  of  five,  but  "the  powerful  speeches" 
which  the  supporters  of  the  measure  made 
against  the  Cabinet  demonstrated  beyond  all 
doubt  how  thoroughly  the  stouter  portion  of  the 
nation  is  opposed  to  those  in  power.  The 
Progressionist  organ  recalls  to  mind  what  took 
place  in  the  third  session  of  the  Diet;  that  is 
to  say,  in  the  session,  following  the  general 
election  of  1892.  In  that  session  the  Opposi- 
tion's Address  to  the  Throne  on  the  subject  of 
interference  in  elections  was  rejected  by  a 


majority  of  three  but  the  public  sympathy  excited 
by  the  Address  eventually  led  to  the  resignation 
of  the  Cabinet.  Our  contemporary  ventures  to 
believe  that  events  will  tend  in  the  same  direction 
on  the  present  occasion.  What  astonished  the 
Mainichi  most  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  17th  instant  was  that 
no  Minister  of  State  attended  to  speak  against 
the  Address.  Our  contemporary  expresses  sur- 
prise that  the  task  of  defending  the  Cabinet 
against  the  attacks  of  the  Opposition  was  under- 
taken by  members  of  the  Radical  Party.  "While 
lamenting  the  rejection  of  the  Address  by  a 
small  majority,  we  are  glad  to  state  that  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  brought  about  at  least 
one  usful  result,  namely,  the  exposure  of  the 

true  character  of  the  Radical  Party." 

* 

*  * 

The  Opposition  papers  carefully  avoid  all 
allusion  to  the  most  important  aspect  of  the 
question,  namely  the  subject  of  Strict  Treaty 
Enforcement.  That  subject  formed  the  prin- 
cipal point  in  the  Address,  and  the  latter's  re- 
jection gave  the  coup  de  grace  to  the  movement 
for  Strict  Enforcement.  Of  course  the  move- 
ment lost  its  original  verve  long  ago.  The 
Address  itself  contained  a  declaration  that  its 
introducers  were  in  favour  of  the  progressive 
policy  of  opening  the  country.  This  phase  of 
the  affair  receives  due  attention  from  papers 
like  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  the  Jiji 
Skimpo,  and  the  Jiyu  Shimbun.  The  last 
congratulates  the  country  upon  the  disappear- 
ance of  injurious  agitation  for  Strict  Enforce- 
ment. The  movement  was  supported  by  vari- 
ous parties  from  different  motives ;  by  the 
Conservatives,  as  a  very  useful  measure  for  the 
revival  of  the  Yamato-damashii  ;  by  the  Pro- 
gressionists, as  a  ladder  for  stepping  into  office  ; 
by  the  National  Unionists,  as  a  weapon  of 
attack  upon  the  Civil  section  of  the  clan  states- 
men ;  and  by  the  Constitutional  Reform  Party  as 
a  means  of  embarrassing  clan  statesmen  in 
general.  The  common  bond  of  union  between 
the  heterogenous  sections  of  the  allies  having 
been  severed,  the  Jiyu  believes  that  their 
alliance  will  soon  be  dissolved. 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  observes  that 
neither  the  insinuating  eloquence  of  the  intro- 
ducers of  the  Address,  nor  the  unrestrained  use 
of  soshi,  nor  the  partiality  of  the  President  of 
the  House,  nor  the  zealous  assistance  of  a 
section  of  the  members  of  the  Upper  House, 
nor  the  enthusiastic  watch  kept  over  the  actions 
of  the  Independent  Members,  was  sufficient  to 
secure  the  passage  of  the  Address.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  verdict  which  the  House  of 
Representatives  pronounced  must  be  taken  as  a 
faithful  reflection  of  the  sentiments  entertained 
by  the  majority  of  the  nation. 

* 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  writes  in  a  similar  strain, 
but  adds  a  curious  statement,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Meiji  Government,  being  originally  respon- 
sible for  the  rise  of  the  recent  reactionary 
movement,  ought  to  confess  its  faults  to  the 
people  and  make  public  announcement  that  it 
no  longer  favours  such  conservative  ideas  as  it 
encouraged  in  1881.-1882.  We  {Japan  Mail) 
fail  to  perceive  the  practical  importance  of 
this  advice  seeing  that  the  Government  has  been 
consistently  pursuing  the  same  progressive 
policy  of  opening  the  country  ever  since  the 
Restoration.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  we 
had  a  controversy  with  the  Jiyu  some  lime  ago, 
and  we  have  no  desire  to  renew  the  fight. 
* 

*  * 

The  Resolution  condemning  the  dissolution 
of  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  is  held  up 
by  the  Opposion  papers  as  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Cabinet.  They  do  not  take 
the  trouble  to  explain  how  a  simple  condemna- 
tion of  a  past  act  of  the  Cabinet  can  be  called  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence.  No  doubt  the  ex- 
pression "  want  of  confidence  "  was  inserted  in 
the  Resolution,  but  it  meant,  if  it  had  any  sense  at 
all,  that  the  House  could  not  approve  the  act 
specified.  The  Opposition  papers,  orrather  those 
belonging  to  the  Progressionist  Party,  contend 
that  the  Resolution  was  really  a  vote  of  want  of 


confidence,  and  censure  of  the  Cabinet's  indiffer- 
ence about  it.  Such  conduct,  they  say,  furnishes 
another  reason  for  want  of  confidence.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
reminded  of  its  responsibility  to  demand  the 
resignation  of  the  Cabinets.  Unless  it  takes 
such  a  measure,  it  will  be  open  to  the  charge  of 
betraying  the  trust  of  the  people. 

*  * 

The  papers  belonging  to  the  other  sections  of 
the  Opposition  refrain  from  using  such  bold 
language.  They  evidently  perceive  the  absurd- 
ity of  the  contention  advanced  by  the  Progres- 
sionist organs. 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  spares  no  pains  to 
expose  the  fallacies  of  the  Progressionist  journ- 
als' arguments.  It  ridicules  the  inconsistency 
of  the  allied  factions.  In  their  zeal  to  attack 
the  Cabinet  they  gave  their  adhesion  to  the 
Radical  Resolution,  which  condemned  the  Go- 
vernment's conduct  in  dissolving  the  House  of 
Representatives  before  the  latter  had  an  op- 
portunity to  record  its  vote  upon  the  subject 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  Why  was  such 
conduct  blameworthy  ?  The  Government  would 
have  exposed  itself  to  serious  criticism  had  it 
not  been  plainly  evident  that  the  Representation 
on  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  was  supported  by 
an  absolute  majority  in  the  House.  The  allied 
parties  constituted  a  large  majority,  and  if 
they  had  any  confidence  in  their  own  strength, 
they  ought  to  admit  that  the  Representation 
had  the  support  of  the  majority.  The  result 
of  the  debate  on  the  subject  being  thus  a 
foregone  conclusion,  there  was  no  impropriety 
on  the  Cabinet's  part  in  advising  the  Emperor 
to  dissolve  the  House  without  formally  taking 
its  sense.  The  Radicals  have  some  show  of 
reason  to  complain  against  the  Cabinet's  con- 
duct, for  being  opposed  to  the  Representation, 
they  perhaps  entertained  some  hope  of  making 
converts  to  their  own  views,  though  such  an 
undertaking  was  practically  impossible.  But 
the  allied  parties  have  no  reason  whatever  to  ob- 
ject to  the  step  taken  by  the  Government.  To 
do  so  is  to  confess  want  of  confidence  in  their 
own  strength. 

* 

*  * 

The  Radical  Party  is  the  subject  of  several 
virulent  articles  in  the  columns  of  the  organs 
of  the  Six  Sections.  It  is  not  necessary  to  re- 
produce any  of  these  writings.  Their  only  object 
is  to  injure  the  reputation  of  the  Party  by  repre- 
senting it  as  an  instrument  of  Clan  Government. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


FRIENDLY  MEETING   OF  THE   MEMBERS  OF  THE 
TWO  HOUSES. 

Thirty-eight  members  of  the  Upper  and  one 
hundred  and  three  members  of  the  Lower 
House  held  a  friendly  gathering  at  the  Maple 
Leaf  Club,  in  Shiba,  on  the  17th  instant,  after 
the  exciting  parliamentary  scenes  of  the  day 
were  over.  Mr.  Suzuki  Shigeto,  Constitutional 
Progressionist  {Rikken  Kaishin-io),  regretted 
that  the  policy  hitherto  observed  by  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  at  variance  with  the  character  of 
firmness  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  State. 
The  Premier  s  speech  on  that  day  had  clearly 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  views  shared  by 
Mr.  Suzuki's  colleagues  and  himself  were  wholly 
inconsistent  with  those  of  the  Government,  and 
the  fact  was  calculated  to  urge  them  to  pur- 
sue their  policy /with  all  the  greater  energy. 
It  was  in  accordance  with  that  view  that  this 
friendly  meeting  of  congenial  spirits  had 
been  convened.  Prince  Konoye  next  address- 
ed the  assembly.  The  House  of  Lords,  here- 
marked,  had  hitherto  been  held  up  to  ridicule 
as  a  House  of  Idlers,  but  the  time  had  now 
come  to  cease  from  sloth  and  ease.  In  the 
name  of  those  sharing  his  opinions  in  the  Upper 
House  he  promised  that  they  should  act  in 
concert  with  the  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of 
the  country.  Viscount  Tani  thereupon  slated 
that  the  pursuance  of  a  strict  policy  in  all  rela- 
tions with  foreign  countries  was  what  he  had 
insisted  upon  when  resigning  from  the  Ministry, 
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and  tluit  his  convictions  bad  grown  only  stronger 
since  then,  This  policy  should  now  he  urged 
with  greater  vigour  than  ever.  In  case  of  an- 
other dissolution  of  the  Diet,  then  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Lords  who  held  similar  opinions 
to  those  of  the  dispersing  Representatives, 
should  make  it  their  duty  to  do  everything  to 
compass  the  re-election  of  their  fellow-thinkers. 
He  had  himself  no  funds  to  spare,  but  he  would 
not,  for  such  a  cause,  hesitate  to  sacrifice  his 
private  means. 

"SOSHl"  AND  A  MKMBRR  OF  TUB  DIRT, 

A  soshi  caused  some  excitement  in  Tokyo  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  21st  instant,  though  his 
procedure  was  of  a  more  dramatic  than  danger- 
ous character.  It  was  not  a  political  affair,  but 
a  vulgar  question  of  money.  Mr.  Ota  Magoji- 
yemon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, went  security  some  time  ago  for  a  loan 
of  ^00  yen.  The  debt  is  said  to  have  been  duly 
discharged,  but  some  trouble  must  have  sub- 
sequently arisen  in  connection  with  it,  for  as 
Mr.  Ota  was  on  his  way  to  the  House  on 
the  21st  instant,  he  was  attacked  by  a  soshi. 
The  youth  was  evidently  a  species  of  wag,  for 
he  had  provided  himself  with  two  glass  balls 
containing  red  ink.  These  he  threw,  one  after 
the  other,  at  Mr.  Ota's  jinrikisha,  and  the 
second,  striking  the  vehicle,  produced  much 
splashing  and  sputtering  of  a  sanguinary-look- 
ing nature.  Mr.  Ota  himself  had  an  escort  of 
three  soshi  and  they  quickly  seized  the  "ink- 
slinger  "  and  handed  him  over  to  the  police.  It 
was  altogether  a  paltry  affair,  but  the  red  ink 
produced  the  contemplated  effect,  and  quite  a 
crowd  collected  subsequently  on  the  Aibiya 
parade-ground,  inspecting  the  stains  and  in- 
venting terrible  explanations  of  them. 


special  allowance  and  bonus  made  to  the  Com- 
pany s  officers,  and  slated  the  amount  of  loss 
Incurred  by  the  recent  explosion  of  gas.  He 
also  showed  why  certain  hill*  had  been  Intro- 
duced for  the  approval  of  the  shareholders. 
There  were  three  of  these,  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  a  steamer  of  3,700  tons  ;  the  raising  of 
a  loan  of  1 ,800,000  yen  ;  and  certain  matters 
connected  with  the  salaries  of  the  officers.  Eight 
hundred  thousand  yen  of  the  loan  he  proposed 
raising  during  the  current  fiscal  year  at  an  an- 
nual interest  of  not  more  than  six  per  cent. 
The  salaries  of  the  Company's  officers  should 
be  reduced  by  one-half,  in  conformity  with  the 
policy  which  had  led  to  the  radical  retrenchments 
of  last  year.  The  President's  salary  was  thus 
to  be  reduced  to  250  yen  per  mensem,  but  by 
special  desire  of  the  majority  of  the  share- 
holders present  this  sum  was  increased  to  300 
yen.  The  purchase  of  the  steamer  and  the 
raising  of  the  loan  were  approved  of.  The  ac- 
counts for  the  half-year  were  as  follows  : — 

Net  Profit    282,077.70 

Brought  foiwaid  from  last  account   ...  47,653.40 


probably  twenty  times  thai  amount,  owing  to  the 
superstructure  of  credit  which  necessarily,  in 
modem  communities,  exists  011  a  basis  of  pre- 
cious metal." 


329,731.10 

Appropriation   for  the  construction  of 

new  lines  of  railway    33,858.94 

Placed  lo  Reserve  Fund    8,199.00 

Special  Allowances  and  Bonus    16,398.00 

Dividend  al  the  1  ate  of  8  per  cenl.  pei 

annum    260,000  00 

Balance,  carried  forward  to  nexi 

Account    11,275.17 


329,731.10 


INCREASED  INDUSTRIAL   ACTIVITY  IN  JAPAN. 

One  of  the  best  signs  of  the  increased  industrial 
activity  in  the  interior  is  found,  according  to 
the  Jiji  Skimpo,  in  the  fact  that  all  the  large 
factories  in  Tokyo  have  an  unusual  number 
of  orders  on  hand.    The  Telegraph  and  En- 
gineering Works  at  Shibaura  furnish  an  apt 
example.    Orders  for  boilers  and  electric  light- 
ing plant  are  coming  in  thick  and  fast.  The 
boilers  required  range,  as  a  rule,  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  h.p.,  while  the  electric  machinery 
is  generally  for  the  purpose  of  generating  elec- 
tricity by  water-power.    The  ingenuity  of  the 
Japanese,  complacently  remarks  our  contem- 
porary, is  frequently  manifested  in  the  orders 
given.     A  certain  person  in  Tsushima,  for  in- 
stance, requested  an  electric  light  of  two-candle 
power,  with  a  long  wire  attachment.    The  light 
itself  was  not  to  be  encased  in  a  glass  vacuum 
but  in  the  thoroughly  dried  skin  of  a  Tetrodon, 
or  fugu-fish,  the  skin  to  be  modelled  after  the 
shape  of  another  fish  of  which  the  octopus  is 
very  fond.    The  idea  of  the  deviser  was  that 
cuttle-fish  would  speedily  be  attracted  by  the 
luminous  dainty,  and  upon  putting  the  light 
into  operation,  it  proved  eminently  successful, 
as  indeed  it  deserved  to  be.    Another  indubit- 
ably favourable  indication  of  the  awakening  of 
industrial  enterprise,  is  that  orders  are  coming 
abundantly  from  Osaka.    But  labour  is  cheaper 
in  that  city  than  in  Tokyo,  as  the  Jiji  Shitnpo 
points  out,  so  that  the  only  reason  why  contracts 
are  made  in  the  metropolis,  is  because  the 
southern  city  is  no  longer  able  to  meet  all  de- 
mands.   Trade  must  be  brisk  there,  indeed. 


NO  INSULT  INTENDED. 

Two  youthful  geisha  of  Osaka  recently  met 
with  a  very  hard  fate.  They  were  mere  children 
in  years  and  full  of  fun  and  frolic,  and  so,  when 
called  to  ply  their  vocation  a  few  evenings  ago, 
they  noticed  that  on  crossing  the  Aiai  Bridge 
their  wooden  clogs  made  a  pleasant,  noisy  clatter 
on  the  resonant  boards,  and  both  on  coming 
and  returning  to  their  homes  stopped  to  romp 
and  stamp,  taking  childish  delight  in  the  noise 
they  made.  This  was,  innocent  though  the 
pastime,  their  undoing  ;  for  on  both  occasions 
a  boat  filled  with  constables  belonging  to  the 
river  patrol  was  passing  under  the  bridge,  and 
the  police  naturally  believed  themselves  insulted 
by  the  thoughtless  maidens,  especially  as  their 
jumping  and  romping  had  caused  several  sizable 
flakes  of  dust  and  mud  to  fall  on  the  official 
uniform.  Moreover,  their  girlish  laughter  had, 
or  was  supposed  to  have,  a  scornful  ring  in  it. 
This  was  enough  and  more  than  enough.  Two 
or  three  enraged  constables  soon  clambered  up 
the  wooden  trestles  and  arrested  the  protesting 
hoydens.  They  were  taken  to  the  station  and 
charged  with  a  mild  form  of  leze-majisti,  to 
which  they  could  only  reply  that  no  insult  had 
been  intended,  the  whole  affair  being  due  to 
mere  chance,  and  their  total  ignorance  of  the 
passage  of  the  patrol-boat.  They  were 
manded  and  the  case  is  shortly  to  be  tried, 
it  had  really  better  be  quashed. 


CARD  I'LAYINti. 

The  Times  has  this  about  a  recently  published 
book  : — 

Sharps  and  Flats  is  the  suggestive  title  of  a  book  by  Mr. 
John  Nevil  Maskelyne,  of  the  Egyptian-hall,  intended  as 
"  a  complete  revelation  of  the  secrets  of  cheating  at  ({amen 
of  chance  and  skill  "( Longmans)     It  will  he  read  with 
much  curiosity.    People  talk  glibly  enough  of  sleight  of 
hand,  marked  and  manipulated  cards,  loaded  dice,  and  the 
like  but  few  indeed  realize  the  exact  nature  and  nicety  of 
the  tricks  employed  by  the  professional  sharper.  How 
many  Knglish  card-players,  we  wonder,  could  define  a  "  re- 
flector "  or  a  "  hold-out  "?  Or  how  many  could  give  any 
account  of  the  commonest  "  aids"  employed  hy  the  pro- 
fessional player  of  "  faro,"  roulette,  and  "  highball  poker"? 
io  such  mysteries  there  could  be  no  better  guide  than  Mr. 
Maskelyne,  who  has  always  been  an  indefatigable  detective 
of  cheating  and  imposture     It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that 
English  gamblers  are  ever  so  far  behind  American  in  the 
science  of  cheating  ;  the  most  convincing  proof  of  which  is 
to  be  found  in  the  impudent  trade  lists  of  "  advantage 
goods  " — a  euphemism  for  marked  cards  and  olher  tools  of 
the  sharper— which  are  sent  out  by  the  American  "  sport- 
ing houses,"  and  reproduced  by  Mr.  Maskelyne.    Here  is 
a  specimen  of  such  an  advertisement: — 
To  Smart  Poksk  Playsrs. 
I  have  invented  a  process  by  which  a  man  is  sure  of  winning 
if  he  can  introduce  his  own  cards.    The  cards  are  not  trimmed 
or  marked  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner.    They  can  be  handled 
and  shuffled  by  all  at  the  board,  and,  without  looking  at  a  card, 
you  can,  by  making  two  or  three  shuffles  or  ripping  them  in, 
oblige  the  dealer  to  give  three  of  a  kind  to  any  one  playing,  or 
the  same  advantage  can  be  take  on  your  own  deal.    This  is  a 
big  thing  for  any  game.    In  euchre  you  can  hold  the  joker  every 
time,  or  the  cards  most  wanted  in  any  game-    The  process  is 
very  hard  to  detect,  as  the  cards  look  perfectly  natural,  and  it  is 
something  card  players  are  not  looking  for.    Other  dealers  have 
been  selling  sanded  cards,  or  cheap  cards  with  spermaceti  rub- 
bed on,  and  calling  them  professional  playing  or  magnetic  cards. 
I  don't  want  you  to  class  my  cards  with  that  kind  of  trash.  I 
use  a  liquid  preparation  put  on  with  rollers  on  all  cards  made; 
this  dries  on  the  cards  and  does  not  show,  and  will  last  as  long 
as  the  cards  do.    The  object  is  to  make  certain  cards,  not  prepar- 
ed, slip  off  easier  than  others  in  shuffling.  You  can  part  or  break 
the  deck  to  an  ace  or  king,  and  easily  "  put  up  threes,"  no 
matter  where  they  lay  in  the  deck.    This  fine  advantage  works 
fine  single-handed,  or  when  the  left-hand  man  shuffles  and 
offers  the  cards  to  be  cut.  These  cards  are  ten  times  better  than 
readers  or  strippers,  and  they  get  the  money  faster.   Price  $2 
per  pack  by  mail,  $20  per  doien  backs.    If  you  order  a  dozen, 
I  will  furnish  cards  like  you  use. 

Mr.  Maskelyne  withholds  the  name  and  address  of  this 
enterprising  firm  and  others  in  the  same  line  "  for  obvious 
reasons-"  These  reasons  are,  we  suppose,  that  the  evil- 
disposed  might  use  the  information  for  illicit  purposes. 
Even  as  it  is,  we  have  some  doubts  whether  Mr.  Mas- 
kelyne's  book  is  not  likely  to  be  conned  more  attentively 
by  the  "  sharp"  than  by  the  "  flat." 


WHY  NOT 


re- 
But 


An  interesting,  though  demoralizing,  tale  comes 
to  the  St.  James's  Gazette  from  a  sporting  centre 
in  the  Midlands.  A  party  of  hunting  men  (un- 
employed) were  amusing  themselves  with  "draw- 
ing" a  young  lady  who  professed  to  have  the 
clairvoyant  gift.  Can  you  dream  a  race  ?  she 
was  asked.  "  Of  course  I  could,"  she  replied. 
Well  then,"  they  went  on,  "  could  you  spot 
Grand  National?"  "Why 
Why  not!  They  jumped 
they  went  to  the  telegraph 
office  and  put  their  money  on  that  excellent 
animal !  Only  one  of  them,  a  superior  person 
who  does  not  believe  in  dreams  and  nonsense, 
refused  to  take  the  heaven-sent  hint,  and  he 
has  not  since  been  fit  to  speak  to.  Obviously 
this  is  not  a  story  that  should  be  told  to  any 
member  of  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of 
Gambling.  We  present  it  to  the  Psychical  Re- 
searchers. , 


the  winner  of  the 
not,"  she  replied, 
at  the  omen  :  out 


THE  GENERAL  MEETING  OF  THE  HOKKAIDO 
TANKO   RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  ninth  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  the  Tanko  Railway  Company  was  held  at  the 
Tsukiji-Kan,  Tsukiji,  on  the  15th  instant,  Mr. 
Nishimura  Sutezo,  President  of  the  Company, 
being  in  the  chair.  More  than  ninety  share- 
holders were  present,  including  Mr.  Ida,  a 
Treasurer  of  the  Imperial  Household.  After  a 
brief  speech  by  the  President,  in  which  the  pre- 
sent and  future  prospects  of  the  Company  were 
touched  upon,  the  report  for  the  half-year  end- 
ing March  30th  was  read  and  adopted.  Mr. 
Inouye  Kakugoro,  M.P.,  took  a  seat  as  one  of  the 
managers  and  answered  all  questions  put  by 
the  shareholders  present  as  to  the  business  of 
the  Company.    He  set  forth  the  reasons  for  the 


ANOTHER  CONVERT. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams  of  Boston,  former 
President  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  has 
been  converted  recently  to  bimetallism.  Mr. 
Adams  says  that  when  the  silver  discussion 
broke  out  a  year  or  so  ago  he  was  "  a  gold 
monometallist."  He  regarded  the  talk  of  there 
not  being  gold  enough  to  go  around  as  "  pure 
nonsense."  But  he  has  "  since  seen  occasion 
to  revise  this  conclusion."  "The  financial 
troubles  of  last  summer,  due  entirely  to  the  with- 
drawal of  a  small  amount  of  gold  from  this  coun- 
try, has  satisfied  me  that  a  gold  monometallic 
basis  is  altogether  dangerous.''  It  might  do,  he 
says,  in  times  of  peace  and  quiet ;  but  let  any 
disturbance  come,  let  any  nation,  in  view  of  im- 
pending international  trouble,  deem  it  necessary 
to  strengthen  itself  by  drawing  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  gold  into  its  coffers,  and  "  the  entire 
exchanges  of  the  whole  world  would  be  dis- 
turbed." "  The  trouble  is,  of  course,"  he  pro- 
ceeds, "that  the  withdrawal  of  any  considerable 
quantity  of  that  metal  not  only  produces  the 
natural  amount  of  disturbance,  but  it  produces 


TERRIBLE  INCIDENT  IN  NEW  IRELAND. 

The  Minatogawa  Maru,  which  arrived  at 
Yokohama  on  the  21st  from  the  South  Pacific, 
brings  very  lamentable  intelligence.  It  reports 
that  in  the  beginning  of  March  last  a  German 
trader,  named  Charley  (?),  and  his  Japanese 
employe,  Arinaga  Jinzo  (25),  a  native  of  Ehime 
Prefecture,  and  two  islanders,  also  employes  of 
the  foreigner,  who  engaged  is  transacting  busi- 
ness on  the  shore  of  a  South  Pacific  island 
named  New  Ireland,  were  killed  by  the  natives 
and  then  their  bodies  were  rifled  and  their  goods 
divided  among  the  spoilers. 


PROGRESSIVE  CIVILISATION. 

The  Yorozu  Choho  quaintly  observes  that  pro- 
gress in  civilisation  also  means  greater  cunning 
and  more  novel  schemes  on  the  part  of  thieves 
and  robbers,  at  least  in  this  part  of  the  world.  As 
an  instance  illustrative  of  this  fact,  our  contem- 
porary cites  the  case  of  one  Takahashi  Mitsu, 
a  thievish  young  person  now  about  to  make  her 
first  acquaintance  with  the  interior  of  a  gaol 
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owing  to  her  predilection  for  taking  the  clothes 
off  other  people's  backs.  She  was  arrested  last 
montli  while  denuding  a  poor  little  fellow  of  some 
three  years  whom  she  had  enticed  to  a  lonely 
part  of  Asakusa  Park.  This,  it  appears,  has  been 
her  custom  for  some  time,  So  far  as  we  can  re- 
collect, this  is  what  Fagin  called  the  "Kinchin 
lay,"  warmly  recommending  it  to  Mr.  Noah 
Bolter  as  a  safe  and  pleasant  method  of  obtain- 
ing wealth.  But  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  this  pursuit  is  a  necessary  adjunct  or  con 
sequence  of  Western  civilisation. 


THE  YONEZAWA  AFFAIR 

One  of  the  most  villanious  and  unpardonable 
libels  ever  penned  against  a  foreigner  appears 
in  the  columns  of  the  Nippon,  a  journal  that 
has  long  ceased  to  command  the  smallest  credit 
among  respectable  folks,  though  our  denunci 
ation  of  its  untrustworthiness  three  years  ago 
evoked  indignant  denial  in  certain  quarters 
Our  readers  are  aware  of  the  admirable  de 
meanour  recently  shown  by  Miss  L.  Imhof 
under  very  painful  circumstances;  of  her  tho- 
roughly charitable  and  large-hearted  references 
to  the  outrage  by  which  the  sight  of  one  her 
eyes  was  impaired,  if  not  destroyed,  and  of  the 
public  testimony  borne  in  her  name  to  the  ex 
pressions  of  kindly  sympathy  addressed  to  her 
by  Japanese  in  Yonezawa.   Nothing  could  have 
been  more  forbearing  or  more  consistent  with 
the  dictates  of  true  charity  than  her  conduct 
Here,  then,  is  what  the  Nippon  has  to  say  about 
the  affair : — 

We   recently   reported   the   incident  in  Yone- 
zawa, Yamagata  Prefecture,   when   a  slone  was 
thrown  at  an  American  missionary,  Miss  Imhof, 
and  one  of  her  eyes  was  injured.     The  affai 
had  its  origin  in  an  utterance  of  Miss  Imhof 
that  day.    She  declared  that  all  Japanese  outside 
the  pale  of  Christianity  were  not  human  beings. 
Since  that  time  the  local  police  have  been  busily 
searching  for  the  culprit,  but  we  now  learn  that 
the  lady  has  expressed  regret  for  her  own  intern 
pei  ale  language  and  has  withdrawn  her  complaint, 
so  that  the  affair  is  settled. 

We  can  conceive  no  more  miserable  or  con- 
temptible rdle  than  that  played  by  the  Nippon, 
with  its  perpetual  ventilation  of  lies  and  slanders. 
Nothing  was  wanting  to  fill  the  measure  of  its 
infamy  except  this  attack  upon  an  unoffending 
lady,  who,  so  far  from  uttering  a  word  against 
the  Japanese,  has  shown  herself  too  kindly  to 
suspect  them  of  ill-will  even  when 
suffered  acute  pain  and  permanent 
their  hands. 


she  had 
injury  at 


LAUNCH  OF  A   JAPANESE  CRUISER. 

The  cruiser  Talsuta  Kan,  built  for  the  Japan- 
ese Government  by  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Mit- 
chell and  Co.,  has  been  launched  at  Elswick, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.  The  launch  was  attended 
by  Viscount  Aoki  and  other  representatives 
of  Japan  in  England,  and  the  vessel  was 
christened  by  Mme.  Takayama.  The  Tatsuta 
is  240ft.  long  and  27fft.  in  beam,  with  dis- 
placement 875  tons,  and  indicated  horse-power 
5,500,  giving  her  a  speed  of  21  knots.  She  has 
two  47m.  quick-firing  guns,  four  3-pounder 
quick-firing  guns,  and  five  torpedo  tubes.  The 
torpedo-tubes  are  a  feature  in  the  vessel,  and  are 
said  to  be  far  superior  to  those  on  any  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships.  Viscount  Aoki  said  he  trusted 
that  the  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Navy 
would  assist  in  the  preservation  of  peace  which 
his  Government  had  so  much  at  heart. 


5. 


0. 


THE  STRANDED  SHIP  "DRUMBLTAN." 

The  survey  parly  which  left  here,  says  the  Naga- 
saki Express,  for  the  stranded  British  ship 
Drumeltan,  in  the  Dai  Ni  Kairio  Maru,  on 
Saturday  the  5th  inst.,  returned  on  Thursday 
last,  having  left  the  chief  officer,  boatswain,  and 
carpenter  on  the  island,  in  charge  of  the  ship, 
until  the  receipt  of  further  instructions.  The 
stranded  vessel,  although  apparently  none  the 
worse  for  her  mishap,  was  found  still  further  im- 
bedded in  sand,  the  starboard  side  being  buried 
to  the  extent  of  14ft.,  and  the  port  side  9ft.  The 
sand-bank  through  which  a  channel  will  have 
to  be  cut  and  kept  clear,  iu  order  to  float  her, 
extends  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  ex- 
pense and  risk  attached  to  the  work  of  floating 
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her  will,  we  believe,  result  in  her  being  abandon 
ed  and  sold  by  public  auction,  due  notice  of 
which  will  be  given. 


THE   TREATY ! 
The  British  Government  having  assented  to  the  revised 
Treaty,  Mr.  Fraser  has  brought  it  with  him  to  Japan. 

Evening  Paper  (from  the  Shin  Choya.) 

The  Queen  admits  her  subjects  have  too  long 
enjoyed  immunity 
From  paying,  just  like  Japanese,  the  taxes  o 
the  Stale;  • 
They  shall  pay  them  for  the  future  and  make 
good  to  the  community 
I  he  amount  of  all  an  ears  accrued  since  eigh- 
teen sixty-eight. 
Since  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  aie  often 
most  unruly, 
And  wanting  in  politeness  to  the  common  sort 
of  men, 

All  who  fail    to   say   "  anata  "    when  lliey' 
speaking  to  a  coolie 
Shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  and  fines 
of  f\\iy  yen. 

Inasmuch  as  Biitish  subjects  cause  excessive 
ii  1  nation, 

By  doing  things  which  Japanese  themselves 
do  quite  as  well, 
They  shall  cease  to  deal  in  cm  ios  (except  for 
exportation) 
Or  concern  themselves  iu  banking,  or  in  tun- 
ning an  hotel. 

The  use  of  guns  and  rifles  being  terribly  ex- 
citing, 

And  likely  any  day  to  lead  to  acts  of  lawless 
force, 

British  subjects  shall  not  carry  them,  except 
with  leave  (in  writing) 
Signed  by  two  Imperial  Councillois  and  the 
Master  of  the  H  orse. 

With  a  view  to  uniformity  these  presents  have 
provided 

For  every  British  male  adult  a  dress  both 
cheap  and  chasle ; 
A  flannel  shirt,  a  Kimono,  stout  boots  (elastic- 
sided) 

No  trowsers — but  the  woollen  pants  appioved 
by  native  taste. 

Biitish  subjects  are  foi  bidden  from  their  settle- 
ments to  stray  away, 
And  the  police  shall  have  authoiity  to  foice 
them  to  return  all. 
Exception:  cei  tain  persons,  if  they  go,  are  bound 
to  stay  away 
Namely  printers,  owners,  editors  of  any  eve- 
ning journal . 

The  Bi  ilish  Com  t  shall  still  remain  with  little 
aliei  atiou 

Except  a  trifling  matter  which  the  Queen 

would  never  grudge; 
The  whole  expense  shall  fall  as  tiow  upon  the 

British  nation 
But   Mr.  Oi   Kentaro    shall  supersede  the 

judge. 

The  Privy  Council  shall  receive  an  oider'  most 
imperative 

To  decide  (with  due  reluctance)  the"  Raven- 
na "  is  to  blame; 
And  Mrs.  Tsune  Kijima  and  every  other  re- 
lative 

Shall  receive  as  compensation  twice  as  much 
as  ihey  may  claim. 

The  Queen  has  no  objection  to  revision  of  the 
tariff, 

If  His  Majesty's  advisers  wish  to  lake  the 
task  in  hand  ; 
And  the  old  perpetual  leases  shall  not  consti- 
tule  a  bar,  if  - 
They  consider  it  desirable  to  re-acquire  the 
land. 

In  the  hope  of  knitting  closer  all  the  bonds  of 

peace  and  amity. 
His   Majesty    the   Emperor    mo-.t  willingly 

agrees 

To  impose  (unless  compelled  to  by  a  national 
calamity) 

No  duty  upon  prayer-hooks,  or  sealing-wax, 
or  cheese. 


deceased  had  resided  for  some  years  in  Shang- 
hai before  coming  to  Yokohama,  and  both 
there  and  here  had  a  host  of  friends  who  will 
sincerely  mourn  his  loss.  Cheery,  and  ever 
active  to  promote  any  form  of  aquatic  sport, 
his  end  may  be  said  in  a  manner  to  have 
been  hastened  by  his  devotion  to  duty.  When 
just  recovering  from  a  severe  attack  of  in- 
fluenza, Mr.  Brewer  left  his  sick-room  to  act  in 
the  capacity  of  starter  at  the  Spring  Regatta  of 
the  Yokohama  Rowing  Club.  He  was  much 
too  unwell  for  any  such  work,  and  after  a  few 
races  had  been  pulled  off  was  induced  to  leave 
the  launch  and  go  ashore.  But  he  declined  to 
leave  the  Boat  Club  until  the  races  had  finished. 
A  relapse  followed,  and  eventually  dropsy  set  in 
with  other  complications,  and  the  suffirer  slowly 
sank  to  rest.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the 
boating  and  sailing  communities  of  the  Settle- 
ment. 


DEATH  OF  TWO   OLD  RESIDENTS. 

Two  deaths  in  one  day,  both  old  residents  of 
Japan.  The  first,  Mr.  Hegt,  passed  quietly 
away  on  Monday  morning  after  a  very  short 
illness,  having  taken  his  customary  daily  drive 
only  a  few  days  ago.  Mr.  Hegt  was  for  many 
years  master  of  a  ship  before  settling  down  in 
Japan  in  the  sixties,  and  was  well-known  in  Java, 
the  Straits,  and  other  parts  of  the  East.  He  was 
72  years  of  age.  The  other  old  resident,  who  I 
died  on  Tuesday,  was  Mr.  T.  Brewer.  The' 


METALS. 

Messrs.  S.  W.  Royse  &  Co.  in  their  report, 
dated  March  31st,  say:— This  has  been  an  un- 
eventful month  in  the  Pig  Iron  trade.  There 
has  not  been  the  improved  demand  that  was 
expected;  in  fact,  only  a  moderate  amount  of 
business  has  been  passing,  and  the  fluctuations 
in  values  have  been  unimportant,  present  prices 
of  both  Scotch  and  Middlesbrough  Iron  being 
just  a  little  above  those  current  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  Now  that  the  holidays  are  over, 
fresh  business  is  being  looked  for,  and  is  wanted 
in  both  the  Pig  Iron  and  the  Manufactured  Iron 
branches.  Copper  has  fluctuated  a  little,  and 
closes  at  about  the  same  price  as  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month,  with  an  easing  tendency. 
Tin  has  gained  considerably  during  the  month, 
but  is  now  easing  again.  Speller  is  practically 
unchanged,  and  is  steady.  Lead  has  given  way 
slightly,  and  is  at  present  easy. 

NEWCHWANG. 

Messrs.  Bandinel  in  their  circular  dated  May 
7th,  say: — Prices  of  produce  are  fairly  main- 
tained and  supplies  are  not  much  in  excess  of 
the  requirements  of  the  shippers  and  beancake 
manufacturers.  We  quote  : — Beans,  3  piculs, 
Taels  3^;  Bean  Oil  per  picul  Taels  3.85;  Bean- 
cakes  per  10  pieces,  Taels  4.45.  Our  freight 
market  is  very  quiet,  as  shippers  have  chartered 
all  the  tonnage  they  want  at  present.  Arrivals 
to  date  are  92  steamers  and  10  sailers,  against 
60  steamers  and  4  sailers  last  year.  Vessels 
in  port,  Taku,  Tai-yak,  Yik-sang,  Yung-ching 
Na  natmo,  Satsuma,  Sea  Swallow,  Athene 
Contest,  Claro  Babuyan.  The  Deuteros  sailed 
on  the  26th  April  with  the  first  direct  shipment 
of  heancakes  for  Java. 


ROBBERY  AT  THE   VILLA  OF  MR.  SHIBUSAWA 
E1ICHI. 

At  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  15th 
instant  a  thief  entered  the  villa  of  Mr.  Shibu- 
sawa  at  Nishigahara,  a  suburb  of  Tok*yo.  He 
crossed  the  fence,  and  effected  an  entry  into 
the  sitting  room  of  Mrs.  Shibusawa,  taking  from 
a  cabinet  jewels  and  money  aggregating  about 
1,000  yen  in  value.  Fortunately,  as  he  was  leap- 
ing over  the  same  fence  on  his  way  out,  a  gar- 
dener detected  him  and  raised  the  alarm.  A 
constable  on  watch  at  the  gate  of  the  house 
pursued  the  thief  and,  overtaking  him,  found 
him  to  be  a  fire-man,  of  Senzu,  who  confessed 
that  want  of  funds  to  carry  on  a  dissipated  life 
had  promted  him  to  commit  the  burglary.  The 
jewels  and  money  were  all  returned  to  their  owner. 


HONGKONG. 

The  Plague  is  still  very  seriously  affecting  the 
Chinese  residents  of  Hongkong,  but  the  per- 
centage of  deaths  is  low.  The  M.M.  steamer 
Yarra,  homeward  bound,  did  not  enter  the 
harbour  but  lay  in  utter  isolation  in  Kowloon 
Bay.  The  agents  refused  to  allow  her  to  carry 
either  passengers  or  freight  from  Hongkong  in 
view  of  sanitary  regulations  in  the  southern 
ports.  The  Nagova  Maru  on  her  run  to  Bom- 
bay will  not  call  at  Hongkong;  the  Nuernberg 
also  keeps  clear  of  the  infected  port,  transferring 
her  cargo  and  passengers  to  the  Preussen  at 
Shanghai.  Rumours  are  afloat  that  some  of  the 
Portuguese  community  in  the  Colony  have  fallen 
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victims  to  the  Plague.  A  fire  which  bioke  out 
in  Queen's  Road,  West,  on  May  15th,  destroyed 
No.  137  and  its  contents,  the  water  supply  being 
very  scant)'.  Some  tigers  have  been  shot  on 
the  Kowloon  Peninsula  and  their  heads  exposed 
to  public  view  at  Yaumati. 


HUM.  MINISTER. 

We  regret  to  state  that  His  Excellency  Mr. 
Fraser  is  suffering  from  a  somewhat  serious  ill- 
ness, in  consequence  of  which  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  Mis.  Fraser  to  receive  on  the  25th 
instant.  We  make  this  announcement  by  re- 
quest. On  Monday  evening  Drs.  Baelz  and 
Scriba  were  in  consultation,  and  the  bulletin  svas 
not  at  all  favourable.  The  trouble  is  gastric. 
Peritonitis  was  apprehended  at  one  time,  and 
the  possibility  of  its  occurrence  is  not  yet  averted, 
we  believe. 

*  * 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  stale  that  Mr.  Fra- 

ser's  condition  showed  improvement  Tuesday. 

Drs.  Baelz  and  Scriba  remained  in  attendance 

throughout  Monday  night. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Fraser's  condition  has  not  undergone  any 
special  alteration.  He  passed  a  quiet  night  on 
Wednesday,  and  on  Thursday  afternoon  an 
operation  was  performed,  which  he  bore  well. 
We  trust  that  the  next  bulletin  will  be  still  more 
favourable. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Fraser  was  not  so  well  yesterday  afternoon, 
but  some  improvement  set  in  toward  evening. 
» 

*  • 

We  are  glad  to  learn  this  morning  that  Mr. 
Fraser  had  a  very  good  night's  rest  last  night, 
and  that  there  is  considerable  improvement  in 
his  condition. 


AN  EDUCATED  SWINDLER. 

The  principal  villain  in  the  recent  attempt  to 
rob  the  1st  National  Bank  of  28,000  yen  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Law  College  of  the  Imperial 
University.  In  1892  he  obtained  employment 
in  the  Bank,  and  was  in  receipt  of  a  monthly 
salary  of  60  yen  at  the  time  of  the  fraudulent 
attempt.  The  details  of  the  transaction  have 
already  been  published — how  this  man,  Suwa 
Mankichi,  in  collusion  with  Kuga  Yasutaro  made 
a  false  remittance  of  28,000  j^m  by  telegraph  to 
the  Bank,  sending  the  message  in  the  name  of 
the  Bank's  Osaka  Branch  and  using  the  Bank's 
private  cipher;  how  they  at  once  drew  the 
amount  in  gold  and  had  it  changed  into  paper 
at  a  Chinese  exchange  shop,  and  how  Kuga 
escaped  with  the  money  to  a  hotel  named 
Osakaya  in  Honcho.  It  is  possible  that  the 
robbers  might  have  eluded  pursuit  altogether 
had  not  the  police  been  rendered  particularly 
keen  at  the  moment  by  a  recent  theft  of  30,000 
yen  from  the  Kakegawa  Bank.  Watching  the 
exchange  shops  carefully  they  soon  obtained 
knowledge  of  the  two  confederates'  transaction, 
and  connecting  them  with  the  30,000  yen  rob- 
bery, arrested  Kuga  at  his  hotel  and  subse- 
quently Suwa,  who  was  found  working  quietly 
at  his  desk  in  the  Bank. 


DELIVER?   OF  LETTBRS  IN  TOKYO. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  note  that  the  postal 
service  in  Tokyo  is  forfeiting  public  confidence. 
There  have  recently  been  brought  to  our  obser- 
vation no  less  than  four  authenticated  instances 
of  letters  duly  stamped,  clearly  addressed,  and 
posted  in  the  capital  which  never  reached  their 
destinations  at  all  or  were  so  long  en  route  that 
their  arrival  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  any  con- 
sequence. The  total  loss  of  four  letters  within 
a  brief  period  or  a  delay  of  days  or  even  weeks 
in  their  transmission  from  one  part  of  the  capital 
to  the  other  indicates  a  state  of  affairs  upon 
.  which  we  need  not  comment.  The  Post  Office 
Authorities  will  doubtless  give  the  matter  due 
attention  now  that  it  is  brought  to  their  notice. 


GOLD  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

An  estimate  made  at  Washington  is  that  within 
ten  years  a  quantity  of  gold  equal  to  the  present 
annual  production  of  the  United  States  will  be 
employed  in  that  country  for  industrial  purposes 


— in  dentistry,  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  and 
the  ai  ts.  As  the  gold  employed  in  dentistry,  in 
gilding  and  in  some  of  the  arts,  is  absolutely 
lost  to  the  world,  as  far  as  any  use  may  be  made 
of  it  tor  coinage,  it  is  plain  that,  with  the  woild's 
expanding  population,  the  demand  for  the  yellow 
metal  for  other  than  monetary  purposes  will  go 
on  increasing.  This  fact  has  an  important 
bearing  on  the  future  of  silver. 


COMMUNICATION   WITH  THE   R1UKIU  ISLANDS. 

A  good  deal  of  attention  has  lately  been  paid  by 
the  metropolitan  press  to  Okinawa  Prefecture, 
better  known  to  foreigners  as  the  Loo-choo  Is- 
lands. They  lie  a  little  more  than  1,200  nauti- 
cal miles  south-west  of  Tokyo  and  are  com- 
monly regarded  as  the  key  to  the  Emperor's 
southern  gate.  The  group  has  a  most  fertile 
soil  and  abounds  in  other  natural  resources. 
The  prime  staple,  so  far  as  export  is  con- 
cerned, is  sugar,  which  gave  the  islanders 
last  year  an  income  of  about  one  million 
yen,  no  mean  sum  to  be  divided  up  between 
not  more  than  400,000  people.  Other  sources 
of  income  exist  in  marine  products,  wild  indigo, 
a  very  alcoholic  spirit  brewed  from  millet-seed, 
and  various  textile  manufactures,  from  all  of 
which  the  Okinawa  people  derive  a  by  no  means 
insignificant  profit.  Considered  from  either 
a  strategic  or  a  commercial  point  of  view,  com- 
munication between  the  archipelago  and  Japan 
proper  should  be  both  facile  and  frequent. 
But  this  is  by  no  means  the  case.  Steamers  go 
from  the  main  island  hardly  more  than  twice 
or  thrice  a  month,  and  even  these  vessels  some- 
times arrive  or  leave  almost  on  the  same  date, 
owing  to  the  boisterous  seas  and  uncertain  winds, 
so  that  it  often  amounts  to  no  more  than  one 
monthly  shipping  opportunity.  There  being 
no  cable  communication,  it  follows  that  when 
an  urgent  despatch  is  to  be  forwarded,  it  must 
first  be  mailed  to  Kagoshima,  whence  it  is  wired 
to  its  destination.  This  is  bad  enough  in  these 
progressive  times,  as  it  frequently  happens  that 
a  letter  despatched  simultaneously  with  a  tele- 
gram, reaches  its  destination  every  whit  as 
soon,  if  not  sooner.  For  these  reasons,  the 
islanders  regard  the  laying  of  a  submarine  cable 
as  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  and  have 
regularly  forwarded  petitions  to  this  effect  to 
the  Imperial  Diet  since  1891.  In  the  fifth  (last 
year's)  session  of  this  august  body,  a  Govern- 
ment Bill  relating  to  the  laying  of  a  cable  was 
introduced,  but  dissolution  occurred  before  the 
bill  could  be  discussed.  It  has  again  been  pre- 
sented to  the  present  session,  the  Okinawa 
people  being  determined  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  telegraphic  facilities. 


MASS  MEETING  OF  SAK.£-BREWERS. 

The  leading  brewers  of  sake  throughout  the 
Empire  are  now  assembled  in  Tokyo  and  hold- 
ing a  series  of  deliberative  meetings  with  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  reduction  in  the  tax  im- 
posed on  their  manufactures.  A  petition  to  this 
effect  has  already  been  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, the  result  of  which  is  still  uncertain. 
The  petitioners  state  that  they  are  greatly 
hampered  by  the  excessive  impost.  This 
opinion  would  appear  to  be  confirmed  by  state- 
ments recently  made  by  Mr.  Watanabe  Tetsu, 
Chairman  of  the  League,  to  a  member  of  the 
Shogyo  Skimpo  staff.  Prior  to  the  Restoration 
the  tax  on  brewing  was,  according  to  Mr. 
Watanabe,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  ryo  per  hun- 
dred koku  (1  kokti—io  to;  1  to—\o  sho ;  one 
jAo=about  1^  quarts),  but  the  duty  lias  since 
then  gradually  increased  until  at  present  four 
hundred  yen  are  charged  on  the  same  quantity. 
There  is  a  difference  between  the  respective 
values  of  one  ryo  and  oneyen,  but  even  making 
every  allowance  for  the  decrease  in  the  purchas- 
ing power  of  money  during  the  last  two  decades, 
it  is  evident  that  the  impost  is  twenty  times  as 
much  as  it  used  to  be.  It  is  often  argued  that 
the  tax  on  sake  really  comes  out  of  the  buyer's 
pocket,  but  Mr.  Watanabe  is  not  of  that  opinion. 
Sake  more  than  one  year  old  can  never  be  sold 
for  the  same  price  as  that  fetched  by  a  fresh 
brew,  and  as  it  not  infrequently  occurs  that  a 
brewer  is  unable  to  dispose  of  his  wares,  he 


must,  in  such  a  case,  shoulder  the  whole  burden 
himself.  Another  difficulty  lies  in  his  fact  thai 
the  price  of  safti  cannot  be  raised  in  proportion 
to  any  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  raw  material, 
for  the  liquor  is  an  article  of  luxury,  the  sale  of 
which  is  liable  to  be  greatly  affected  even  at  un- 
varying rates  whenever  the  value  of  rice  goes 
up.  To  increase  the  price  of  sake  in  proportion 
with  that  of  rice,  would  be  equivalent  to  stop- 
ping the  whole  trade.  In  reply  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  steady  incicase  in  the  quantity  of 
sake  produced  in  Hyogo  Prefecture,  tends  to 
weaken  the  arguments  adanced  by  brewers,  Mr. 
Watanabe  contends  that  this  apparent  increase 
is  in  reality  due  to  the  shutting  down  of  many 
small  local  breweries  in  the  interior,  owing  to 
their  inability  to  work  with  profit,  and  also  in 
consequence  of  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
Hyogo  brewers,  who  are  making  every  effort  to 
enlarge  the  scope  of  their  trade.  Thus,  in  his 
opinion,  the  greater  activity  of  the  trade  in 
Nada,  by  which  name  the  brewing  districts  of 
Hyogo  Prefecture  are  generally  known,  is  only 
anotherproof  of  the  serious  difficulty  under  which 
Japanese  brewers  are  at  present  labouring. 
* 

*  * 

Turning  to  the  statistics  given  in  official 
reports,  we  find  a  corroboration  of  Mr.  Wata- 
nabe's  statements.  During  the  six  years  ending 
in  1 891,  the  whole  number  of  breweries  and 
brewers  showed  a  steady  decline,  for  whereas 
the  figures  for  1888  were  respectively  15,708 
and  15,613,  they  fell,  three  years  later,  to  14,703 
and  14,515,  the  lowest  figures  during  that  period. 
In  point  of  quantity,  the  downward  scale  is  less 
decided.  In  1888-89,  the  whole  amount  of 
sake  brewed  was  very  little  short  of  four  million 
koku,  whereas  in  1890-91,  the  total  was  3,400,000 
koku,  in  round  figures.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
number  of  those  who  brew  for  their  personal  con- 
sumption is  on  the  increase,  no  less  than  960,000 
private  breweries  being  registered  in  1891. 


PENNY  WISDOM. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Jiji  Shimpo  tells  of  a 
man  who  is  now  wiser  and  sadder  than  he  was 
before.  Having  received  from  a  friend  in  the 
interior  a  bank  bill  for  6  yen,  he  deferred  cash- 
ing it  for  some  time,  and  in  the  interval  lost  it. 
Ultimately  the  bank  took  the  trouble  to  com- 
municate with  him,  and  advised  him  to  report 
the  matter  to  a  law  Court  if  he  had  lost  the 
cheque.  Then  commenced  a  programme  of 
correspondence  and  advertising  for  which  the 
unhappy  individual  had  to  pay  in  all  17  yen 
before  he  recovered  the  6.  The  correspondent's 
moral  is  don't  lose  little  cheques,  and  if  you  do, 
be  careful  not  to  publish  your  loss. 


KANDA  MYOJIN. 

The  festival  of  the  Kanda  Myojin,  or  tutelary 
deity  of  Kanda  Distinct,  Tokyo,  has  this  year 
been  observed  with  somewhat  more  than  usual 
ecldt.  In  spite  of  the  hard  times,  some  fifteen 
huge  dashi  were  put  together,  representing 
various  scenes  in  Japanese  history  and.  sur- 
mounted by  some  of  the  popular  monarchsand 
heroes  of  old,  such  as  the  Empress  Jingu, 
Takenouchi  no  Sukune,  Benkei — Yoshitsune's 
warrior-priest — and  Minamoto  no  Tametomo. 
The  actual  myojin,  or  chief  deity  in  honour  of 
whom  the  fine  shrine  just  on  the  boundary  be- 
tween Hongo  and  Kanda  is  erected,  was  a 
member  of  the Taira  family  and,  if  history  be 
not  mistaken,  very  far  from  an  Imperialist. 
Still  all  that  is  now  forgotten  and  forgiven  : 
indeed,  nine  out  of  every  ten  worshippers  are 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  personal  history  of  the 
deified  hero  whose  good-will  they  beseech. 
The  peccant  Taira  has  become  one  of  the  yao 
yorozu  kami  of  the  Japanese  pantheon  and  time 
has  hallowed  his  name.  In  former  years,  be- 
fore the  War  of  the  Restoration,  the  Kanda 
festival  used  to  be  a  much  grander  affair,  less 
tinsel  and  more  crape.  The  metropolitans, 
fond  of  amusement  and  merry-making  though 
they  be,  have  lost  the  fine,  old,  unquestion- 
ing faith  of  yore;  the  student-world  laughs 
at  the  superstitions  of  its  ancestors,  despite 
the  reproachful  wagging  of  gray  beards.  They 
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have  learned  that  holy  water  is,  after  all,  no- 
thing but  H2  O,  with  a  generally  large  admix- 
ture of  unclean  organic  matter  :  that  miracles 
are  out  of  date  ;  and  that  Izanagi  and  his  nu- 
merous progeny  are  hardly  anything  more  than 
a  stately  myth.  And  so  there  is  no  longer  any 
fervour  noticeable  in  any  of  the  religious  fes- 
tivals of  the  capital.  They  have  become  mere 
Folksfeste,  popular  merry-makings,  with  the 
added  attractions  of  raree-shows,  strolling  thes- 
pians,  and  extortionate  flower-sellers,  combined 
with  rare  opportunities  to  "show  off  one's  best 
clothing  and  indulge  in  a  little  harmless  flirta- 
tion. And  soon  even  these  fStes  will  become  a 
mere  memory. 


THE  SHOKONSH A  FESTIVAL. 

Unusually  large  crowds  attended  the  Shokon- 
sha  Festival  this  year,  for  the  weather  on  the  first 
two  days,  the  5  th  and  6th  instants,  was  excep- 
tionally fine,  the  rule  being  rather  that  a  moiety 
of  the  festivities  have  to  be  foregone  on  account 
of  rain.  The  Shokonsha  is  a  Shinto  shrine 
erected  in  memory  of  those  soldiers  who  fell  in 
the  War  of  the  Restoration  and  subsequent 
South-western  Rebellion,  the  ideographs  com- 
posing the  name  meaning  literally  "inviting" 
(sho)  "spirits"  (ion).  Twice  a  year  the 
manes  of  the  fallen  heroes  are  here  worshipped 
in  true  Japanese  style,  i.e.,  all  the  troops  in 
the  Tokyo  garrison  file  past  and  salute  the 
shrine,  after  which  three  days  are  given  up  to 
wrestling,  horse-racing,  open-air  dances,  and 
visiting  the  scores  of  booths  that  erect  their 
nomadic  tents  for  the  time  being  along  the 
roadside.  For  the  national  religion  of  the 
Japanese,  or  rather  their  religious  observances, 
require  concomitant  pleasure  and  merry-mak- 
ing, exactly  in  the  style  of  the  ancient  Greeks, 
whom  they  resemble  in  so  much  besides. 
Day  and  night  fireworks  are  another  attractive 
eature,  huge  rockets  being  let  off  every  five  or 
ften  minutes  after  nightfall  at  the  base  of  the 
bronze  statue  of  Omura,  the  first  Minister  of 
War — whose  wife  and  eldest  son  are,  by  the 
by,  still  living.  Some  of  the  booths  or  raree- 
shows  were  well  worth  seeing  this  year,  especi- 
ally the  onna  chikara-mochi,  where  women  of 
huge  muscular  development  lifted,  carried,  and 
juggled  with  vats  of  sake  and  hundredweights 
of  sand  or  rice  ;  the  canine  booth,  where  dogs 
jumped  through  hoops  of  fire,  walked  on  stilts, 
balanced  on  spheres,  and  acted  otherwise  in  a 
wholly  human  manner ;  and  finally  the  Affen- 
theatre,  in  which  some  highly  educated  ma- 
caques gave  a  mournful  if  ludicrous  representa- 
tion of  the  story  of  Anchin  and  Kiyohime.  It 
was  Isezaki-cho  on  'a  large  scale,  the  only 
difference  being  the  beautiful  park  surrounding 
the  shrine,  and  the  fact  that  most  of  the  merry- 
makers belonged  to  a  better  class  than  the 
people  who  generally  haunt  the  Yokohama 
throughfare  anil  its  vicinity. 


N  AVAL  NEWS. 

The  arrivals  during  the  past  week,  says  the 
Nagasaki  paper  of  the  1 6th  inst.,  have  been 
H.I.J. M.S.  Takao  Kan  from  Tokuyama  on 
Sunday,  the  Spanish  cruiser  Don  yuan  de  Aus- 
tria from  Hongkong  on  Sunday,  the  U.S.  flag- 
ship Baltimore  from  Shanghai  on  Monday,  and 
the  Russian  cruiser  Rynda  from  Hongkong  on 
the  same  date.  These  were  followed  yesterday 
by  H.I. J. M.S.  Matsushima  Kan  and  Chiyoda 
Kan  from  Tokuyama.  The  departures  have 
been  H.I.J. M.S.  Chokai  Kan  for  Sasebo  on 
Thursday,  and  H.I.R.M.S.  Admiral  Nakimolf 
for  Vladivostock  via  Chefoo  on  Sunday. 
H.I.R.M.S.  Admiral  Korniloff 'leaves  on  Sun- 
day next,  homeward-bound. 


THE  THREE   KOREANS  RELEASED. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  says  that  the  objec- 
tion raised  by  Public  Procurator  Nakanokaji  on 
the  decision  of  the  Preliminary  Judge  who  found 
that  Ken  Zai-ju,  Ken  To-ju,  and  Kirn  Tai-gen, 
accomplices  in  the  attempted  murder  of  Mr. 
Boku  Yei-ko,  were  not  guilty  of  the  crime 
charged,  was  rejected  by  the  Tokyo  Court  of 
Appeal  on  the  19th  inst.  The  Koreans  were 
at  once  removed  from  the  Prison,  and  the 
same  day  the  Japanese  Government  issued  an 


order  for  their  deportation  from  the  Empire. 
They  have  made  all  preparations  to  leave  the 
country,  and  a  Police  Inspector  and  three  con- 
stables are  commissioned  to  accompany  them 
to  Nagasaki. 

THE  T.T. -ZEPHYR  MATCH. 

The  match  on  Thursday  morning,  over  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  between  T.T.,  ridden  by 
Mr.  Watts,  and  Zephyr,  by  Mr.  Collins,  re- 
sulted in  a  victory  for  the  former  in  im.40secs. 
Zephyr,  who  to  all  appearance  had  the  race 
safe  at  the  half-mile  post,  shut  up  as  soon  as  he 
was  called  on,  and  T.T.  won  by  two  lengths. 
This  morning  another  match  took  place,  the 
distance  being  one  mile  and  a  half,  between 
T.T..  ridden  by  Mr.  Watts,  and  Un  Russe,  Mr. 
Mottu  up.  A  beautiful  race  resulted.  Both 
animals  went  away  at  a  very  fast  pace,  going  as 
hard  as  they  could  to  the  Stand,  when  they 
were  steadied,  T.T.  being  allowed  a  length  and 
a  half  lead.  At  the  Trees  Un  Russe  began  to 
come  up,  but  could  not  quite  catch  T.T.  who 
won  by  half  a  length.  The  time  was  better  than 
that  made  at  the  recent  meeting,  30,  65,  1.41, 
2.18,  2.52,  and  3.31  for  the  whole  distance. 

LAUNCH  OF  THE   "  NAN  DES'KA." 

The  latest  addition  to  the  fleet  of  the  Yokohama 
Sailing  Club  was  launched  yesterday  morning. 
She  was  built  by  Messrs.  Warnecke  and  Peter- 
sen from  designs  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Campbell  and 
several  other  of  her  owners.  The  curious 
looking  craft,  has  been  most  aptly  named  the 
Nan  des'  ka.  She  is  23  ft.  over  all,  15  ft.  load 
water  line  and  7  ft.  6  in.  beam,  with  308  ft.  of 
canvas.  Her  owners — whose  number  runs  into 
double  figures  we  understand — were  all  present 
at  the  launch,  also  several  ladies,  and  advant- 
age was  taken  to  drink  to  the  health  of  Her 
Majesty — it  being  the  Queen's  Birthday — in 
addition  to  christening  the  new  craft. 


PAPER  IN   LIEU  OF  SKIN. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  tells  a  story  difficult  of  cre- 
dence. A  certain  Mr.  Kumagaye,  it  says,  in- 
vented a  kind  of  paper  that  can  take  the  place 
of  the  sheep-skin  used  in  parts  of  cotton-spinning 
gear,  a  great  saving  being  thus  effected.  His 
invention  was  warmly  approved  abroad,  and  he 
obtained  patents  in  England  and  America.  But 
when  he  applied  for  a  patent  in  his  own  country, 
he  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  any  one  could 
employ  such  a  device  after  a  moment's  thought. 
We  venture  to  doubt  the  facts. 


RECEPTION  AT  THE  U.S.  CONSULATE. 

A  very  pleasant  reception  was  given  at  the 
U.  S.  Consulate,  Yokohama,  on  the  21st  inst.  to 
Mr.  Foster,  an  ex-Secretary  of  State  in  the  U.S. 
Government  and  Mr.  Orr.  Mr.  Nakano,  Go- 
vernor ;  Mr.  Mitsuhashi,  Secretary;  Mr.  Yoshi- 
da,  Superintendent  of  the  Kanagawa  Police  ; 
Mr.  Akiyama,  President,  and  Mr.  Ando,  Chief 
Public  Procurator  of  the  Yokohama  Local 
Court ;  Mr.  Megata,  Commissioner  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Customs  ;  Mr.  Unagami,  Director  of  the 
Yokohama  Post  and  Telegraph  Office  ;  and  Mr. 
Edwin  Dun,  American  Minister,  were  invited 
to  meet  the  guests. 

SAD  DEATH  OF  AN  OLD  CHINA  HAND. 

News  was  received  'in  Shanghai  on  the  1 8th 
inst.  of  the  accidental  death  at  Foochow  of  Mr. 
F.  W.  White,  the  Senior  Commissioner  in  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs.  Mr.  White  ap- 
pears to  have  falleu  over  his  verandah  in  the 
night,  and  was  found  lying  on  the  ground  with 
his  skull  fractured,  never  regaining  conscious- 
ness. He  joined  the  Customs  in  August,  1859, 
two  months  after  Sir  Robert  Hart,  and  was  ap- 
pointed a  Commissioner  in  January,  1866. 

PICTURES  BY  KOHOGEN. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  says  the  pictures 
of  the  Five  Hundred  Rishi  by  Kano  Motonobu, 
or  Kohogen — a  hundred  scrolls  said  to  be  in 
excellent  preservation — are  exposed  to  public 
view  in  the  temple  Komyo-ji,  at  Kamura,  from 
the  15th  to  the  31st  instant. 

A  TRAIN  DERAILED. 

The  Asahi  Shimbun  says  that  on  the  i8lh  inst. 
the  engine  of  the  through  train  from  Aomori 


broke  down  about  two  or  three  ri  this  side  of 
Morioka  Station.  A  fresh  engine  was  at  once 
sent  from  the  latter  Station,  but  while  setting 
out  for  its  destination  was  derailed  owing  to  the 
mistake  of  a  pointsman.  The  train  arrived  at 
Morioka  some  two  hours  later.  No  injury  was 
sustained'  either  by  passengers  or  to  the  cars. 


SALE  OF  THE  "  POLLUX"  TO  JAPANESE. 

The  German  steamer  Pollux  has  been  purchased 
by  Mr.  Ukon  Gonzayemon  of  Osaka,  and  named 
the  Nanyetsu  Maru.  She  is  now  ready,  says  the 
Rising  Sun,  to  run  between  Osaka  and  Otaru, 
but  before  running  on  the  coast  may  make  one 
or  two  voyages  abroad.  The  vessel  is  insured 
by  both  German  and  Japanese  companies.  Her 
tonnage  is  1,330  gross,  and  she  steams  12  knots. 

THE   "SAKATA  MARU." 

Captain  Olsen,  for  some  time  in  command  of 
the  N.Y.K.  steamer  Kumamoio  Maru,  and 
latterly  for  a  short  time  captain  of  the  Nagato 
and  the  Hyogo,  arrived  at  Nagasaki  by  the  Kobe, 
to  take  command  of  the  Sakata,  which  vessel 
went  out  for  a  trial-trip  on  the  1 6th,  to  test  her 
machinery  after  undergoing  repairs. 


THE  "  ARGOMENE. 

The  Argoment,  which  was  towed  into  harbour 
on  Saturday  evening  by  the  Benledi,  has  gone 
to  Yokosuka  for  repairs.  It  is  only  by  a  miracle 
that  she  was  saved  from  destruction,  for  had  she 
run  aground  a  few  yards  further  along  the  coast 
she  would  have  struck  jagged  rocks  instead  of 
a  sandy,  shelving  beach. 


GARDEN  PARTY   IN  YOKOHAMA. 

A  most  successful  garden  party  to  celebrate  the 
Queen's  Birthday  was  given  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Wil- 
kinson, Acting  Judge  of  H.B.M.'s  Court  for 
Kanagawa,  at  his  charming  sea  side  villa  above 
Mississipi  Bay  on  the  24th  instant.  The  wea- 
ther was  perfect,  and  everything  combined  to 
render  the  occasion  thoroughly  enjoyable. 


ANOTHER  EARTHQUAKE   IN  GREECE. 

A  telegraphic  message  from  St.  Petersburg 
arrived  in  Tokyo  on  the  23rd  inst.,  stating  that 
another  great  earthquake  shock  was  felt  at 
Patras,  Greece,  on  the  22nd,  by  which  more 
than  430  houses  were  destroyed,  and  many  lives 
lost.  Officials  have  been  dispatched  to  organize 
relief  measures  for  the  sufferers. 


THEFT  BY  AN  EMPLOYEE. 

Messrs.  Moutrie  &  Co.  are  the  victims  of  a 
dishonest  Japanese  employe.  The  man  ob- 
tained permission  to  see  his  sick  parents — a 
very  common  excuse  with  persons  of  this  class 
— and  during  his  absence  it  was  discovered  that 
he  had  stolen  some  of  the  firm's  money. 


A  LEAKY  SHIP. 

The  American  barque  Mount  Washington,  Cap- 
tain Rose,  arrived  in  Yokohama  on  Wednesday 
night  from  Kuchinotzu.  She  is  bound  for  San 
Francisco  with  coal,  but  put  in  here  on  account 
of  leakiness.  After  effecting  necessary  repairs 
to  her  pumps  she  will  proceed  on  her  voyage. 


THE  "  MIIKE  MARU." 

The  repairs  to  the  Motimouthshire  consequent 
on  her  collision  with  the  Miike  Maru,  near 
Shanghai,  will  necessitate  the  removal  of  some 
fourteen  plates  and  the  straightening  of  her 
stem.  The  Miike  Mariu,  is  having  eleven  plates 
taken  out. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  HAYASHI. 

We  regret  to  state  that  the  Master  of  Services 
to  H.I.M.  the  Empress-Dowager,  Mr.  Hayashi, 
who  has  been  ill  for  some  time,  expired  on  the 
22nd  inst.  His  position  has  been  given  to  Vis- 
count Takatsuji,  a  Court  Auditor. 


THE  BLACK-DEATH. 

To-day's  Official  Gazette  contains  an  Imperial 
Ordinance  authorizing  the  inspection  of  all 
vessels  coming  from  China  and  Hongkong  in 
order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  plague 
into  Japan. 
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G  AH  DEN  PARTY  OF  THE  KING'S 
DAUGHTERS. 

The  King's  Daughters  belonging  (o  the  Yoko- 
hama Circle  of  this  now  wide-spread  society 
gave  a  most  dtlightful  garden  party  on  Wednes- 
day afternoon.  The  Bluff  Gardens  in  which 
the/<'/\»  champitre  was  held  are  looking  their  very 
best  at  this  season  of  the  year,  the  greenery  of  the 
shrubs  and  lawns  being  yet  in  the  lighter  tints. 
The  afternoon  was  bright  with  May  sunshine, 
and  the  heat  agreeably  tempered  by  a  slight 
breeze  from  the  South,  while  plenty  of  shade 
was  afforded  by  the  big  gypsy  umbrellas  under 
which  the  lea-tables  were  set.  Each  table  was 
attended  by  two  daintily  attired  maidens,  whose 
cotton  crepe  dresses  were  cut  after  the  fashion 
laid  down  by  a  certain  Kate  Greenaway,  having 
broad  green  crSpe  sashes,  but  no  frills,  while  a 
little  green  toque  of  the  same  material,  fashion- 
ed after  a  strawberry  cup  and  stalk  rested  upon 
each  young  lady's  head.  The  colours  of  the 
dresses,  we  learnt,  were  supposed  to  represent 
the  various  colours  of  the  strawberry  on  its  way 
to  maturity,  and  by  that  same  token  the  red- 
robed  maidens  were  placed  over  the  candy- 
store.  The  young  ladies  were,  Red  :  Miss 
Thorn  and  Miss  Kuhn,  with  Miss  Bessie  Burns 
as  a  flower-girl  in  green  ;  Yellow  :  Miss  Moss 
and  Miss  Annie  Bunting  ;  Miss  Eleanor  Poole 
and  Miss  Flora  Mendelson  ;  Pink:  Miss  Bourne, 
and  Miss  Pauline  Brittain  ;  Miss  Cissie  Carst 
and  Miss  Jennie  Loomis  ;  White:  the  Miss  Page 
and  the  Misses  Watts.  Mrs.  E.  H.  R.  Manley 
superintended  the  commissariat  generally,  as- 
sisted by  Mrs.  Loomis  and  the  Misses  Mendel- 
son, while  the  President  of  the  Circle,  Mrs. 
Theodore  Morris,  was  indefatiguablejn  seeing  to 
the  comfort  of  everybody.  The  gypsy  umbrellas 
were  garlanded  in  flowers,  and  some  of  the  floral 
arrangements  were  most  artistic.  Particularly 
noticeable  in  this  connection  were  some  festoons 
of  cherry-blossom,  while  another  pleasing  con- 
ception was  a  design  in  which  yellow  roses 
played  a  conspicuous  part.  The  King's 
Daughters  of  Yokohama  have  long  been  de- 
sirous of  raising  one  thousand  dollars  where- 
with to  support  a  bed  in  the  General  Hospital. 
They  had  collected  something  approaching 
within  a  hundred  dollars  of  the  desired  sum 
some  time  before  their  Garden  Party,  so  we 
imagine  that  their  hopes  were  fully  realised  on 
Wednesday,  the  Bluff  Gardens  being  thronged 
throughout  the  afternoon.  The  Town  Band, 
we  may  mention,  was  in  attendance  and  gave 
several  selections. 


NEW  LA  WS. 

 ♦  

The  Emperor  has  confirmed  the  following 
Laws  recently  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the 
Diet:— 

Law  No.  1. 

The  Port  of  Muroran  in  Iburi  Province  is  hereby 
included  in  1  lie  Special  Poiis  of  Export  enumerat- 
ed in  the  1st  Aiticle  of  the  Regulations  for  Special 
Poits  of  Export  promulgated  by  Law  No.  20  of 
ll) e  22nd  year  of  Meiji. 

This  Law  shall  go  into  operation  from  the  15th 
day  of  the  6tli  month  of  the  27th  year  of  Meiji 
(15th  of  June,  1894.) 

Law  No.  2. 

The  Ports  of  FuseWi  in  Etchiu  and  Olaru  in 
Shiribeshi  are  hereby  declared  open  from  the  1st 
day  of  the  8th  mouth  of  the  27th  year  of  Meiji  for 
llie  entry  and  clearance,  lading  and  unlading,  of 
ships  owned  by  subjects  of  the  Japanese  Empire 
and  efugage'd  in  trade  with  ihe  Russian  Island  of 
Saghalien  or  with  Korea. 

Provided  thai  the  Customs  Laws  and  Regula- 
tions shall  be  applicable  to  the  entry  and  clear- 
ance, lading  and  unlading,  of  such  vessels. 
Law  No.  3. 

From  the  1st  day  of  the  ioih  month  of  the  27th 
year  of  Meiji  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ships  owned 
by  subjects  of  the  Japanese  Empire  and  engaged 
in  trade  with  China  to  enter  and  clear,  load  and 
unload  at  the  Port  of  Naba  in  Riukiu. 

Provided  that  the  Customs  Laws  and  Regu- 
lations shall  be  applicable  to  the  entry  and  clear- 
ance, lading  and  unlading,  of  such  ships. 


GIGANTIC  HANK  ROniiERY. 

On  Saturday  last  the  Yokohama  branch  of 
the  F  Irst  National  Bank  received  a  telegram, 
in  code,  from  its  office  in  Osaka,  to  hand  over  to 
Van  Tai,  a  Chinese  exchange  shop  at  No.  72, 
Main  Street,  the  sum  of  $28,000.  Subsequently 
a  man  named  Kuga  Yasutaro,  who  went  under 
the  alias  of  Hata  Giichi,  called  at  the  exchange 
shop  in  Main  Street  and  drew,  on  different  occa- 
sions, $4,000;  $10,000;  then  $6,500  in  gold, 
equivalent  to  $12,740  silver,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $1,260  which  he  said  he  would  call  for  later  on. 
The  man  put  up  at  a  lodging-house  named 
Osakaya,  where  his  lavish  expenditure  of  money 
aroused  the  suspicious  of  the  proprietor  who 
gave  information  to  the  police,  when  Kuga  was 
subsequently  arrested.  It  appears  that  the 
man,  after  despatching  the  telegram,  came 
to  Yokohama,  where  he  showed  Van  Tai  his 
right  to  the  money,  and  obtained  it  as  above 
staled.  Kuga  is  now  under  arrest.  It  has 
been  ascertained  that  he  is  a  relation  to  the 
Manager  of  the  bank  at  Osaka,  and  the 
latter  also  has  been  arrested,  there  being  grave 
suspicion  that  he  is  mixed-up  in  the  affair,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  private  code  of  the 
bank  has  been  used.  The  balance  of  the  money 
has  been  sealed  by  the  police. 


THE  TRAFFIC  IN  JAPANESE 

WOMEN. 
 4.  

As  the  vigilance  of  the  Water  Police  increases 
the  stratagems  of  the  vile  procurers  of  Japanese 
women  grow  more  desperate  in  their  endea- 
vours to  get  the  wretched  girls  whom  they 
entice  into  their  clutches  away  from  the  country 
upon  the  outgoing  mail  steamers.  The  old 
dodge  of  hailing  the  vessels  after  they  had 
passed  outside  the  lightships  has  long  ago  been 
abandoned,  while  the  cooperation  of  the  mail- 
packet  officers  has  alsoput  a  stop  to  thepracticeof 
Japanese  women  going  on  board  the  vessels  on 
the  pretext  of  saying  farewell  to  departing  friends 
and  then  being  locked  up  in  convenient  places 
until  the  ship  had  got  out  to  sea.  It  was  left, 
however,  to  the  ingenious  brain  of  a  Japanese 
named  Tottori  Yorozu  and  his  wife  to  pack  up 
their  unfortunate  victims — Suzuki  Yoshi  (18), 
Hoshide  Ino  (18),  Hasegawa  Ito  (21),  and 
Kaneko  Ichi  (17) — in  four  old  travelling  trunks. 
In  the  bottom  of  these  a  hole,  six  inches  square, 
was  cut  with  a  lid  opening  inwards  into  a  false 
bottom,  in  order  to  admit  air  when  required. 
These  boxes,  alleged  to  contain  clothes,  were 
taken  off  to  the  Tacoma  on  Saturday,  and  it  was 
only  by  good  luck,  or  the  merest  accident,  that 
the  dastardly  scheming  did  not  end  fatally 
to  at  least  three  of  the  girls.  It  appears  that  a 
Japanese  accomplice  had  gone  off  to  tike  ship  to 
receive  the  trunks,  intending  to  unlock  them 
when  opportunity  offered,  but  his  intention  was 
frustrated  through  the  officers  refusing  such 
bulky  packages  in  the  steerage  accomodation. 
Three  of  the  boxes  had  been  dumped  on  the 
deck  without  anything  occurring — the  unfortu- 
nate girls  having  already  fainted  for  want  of  air 
— but  when  the  fourth — a  somewhat  large  trunk, 
in  which  was  stowed  Hoshide  Ino — was  put  on 
the  deck  upside  down,  attention  was  directed 
through  Hoshide  crying  out  "Let  me  out,"  in 
Japanese.  The  trunk  was  immediately  opened 
and  to  the  surprise  of  everybody  a  Japanese 
woman  was  found  huddled  up  inside.  This 
discovery  caused  the  other  trunks  to  be  opened 
and  in  each  a  semi-unconscious  woman  was 
found.  The  voluminous  clothing  of  a  female 
Japanese  had  in  three  instances  prevented  the 
ingress  of  air  into  the  trunks,  and  the  girls  had 
soon  fainted  away.  The  police  took  charge  of 
the  distressed  damsels,  and  after  landing  them 
at  the  hatoba  conveyed  them  to  the  police- 
station.  One  was  so  exhausted  that  she  had 
to  be  carried  all  the  way  from  the  ship,  and 
was  in  fact,  at  one  time,  given  up  for  dead. 
The  vile  traffickers  in  human  fraility  have  been 
arrested  and  we  trust  will  be  made  an  example 
of.  The  price  these  wretches  hoped  to  obtain 
from  the  sale  of  the  girls,  they  have  acknow- 
ledged, was  from  $400  to  $500,  gold. 


CUR  RANI  TOPICS. 

—  ♦  

Count  Ito's  declaration  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives that  the  Cabinet  has  reason  to  hope 
for  a  satislactory  termination,  at  no  distant  date, 
of  the  negotiations  now  proceeding  for  Revision 
of  the  Treaties,  is  beginning  to  divert  public 
attention  once  again  to  that  problem.  The 
papers  more  or  less  in  sympathy  with  the 
doctrine  that  the  lime  has  not  yet  come  for  the 
opening  of  the  country  to  Mixed  Residence,  evi- 
dently teel  uneasy.  The  Nippon,  conspicuous 
among  them,  pretends  lo  place  no  confidence  in 
the  Minister  President's  declaration.  Jt  asserts 
that  the  present  Cabinet  is  wholly  incapable 
of  concluding  treaties  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
and  that  the  solution  of  the  problem  must  be 
left  to  a  future  Ministry.  No  one  need  be  sur- 
prised that  Japanese  journalists  find  difficulty 
in  crediting  the  imminence  of  an  issue  so  in- 
terminably deferred. 

The  severe  attack  which  the  Radical  Party 
made  on  Count  Inouye,  through  Mr.Saito  Kei- 
ji,  in  Tuesday's  session  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, has  been  a  surprise  to  the  public. 
People  did  not  expect  such  action  from  that 
Party.  Many  ascribe  it  to  the  Radicals'  im- 
patience to  clear  themselves  from  the  charge  of 
having  combined  with  the  Government.  This 
explanation  is  rendered  probable  by  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  Radicals,  Mr.  Doi  Kokwa, 
exultingly  cried  out  that  he  should  like  to 
know  if,  after  these  disclosures,  anybody 
would  dare  to  assert  his  Party's  alliance  with 
the  Cabinet.  Some  pers  ons,  however,  unques- 
tionably well  acquainted  with  the  back-stairs  of 
politics,  are  inclined  to  ascribe  the  violent  per- 
sonal attacks  which  the  Radicals  have  com- 
menced against  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  to 
intrigues  fomented  by  a  certain  powerful  states- 
man who  lost  his  position  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  Count  Inouye's  opposition.  According  to 
these  persons,  the  object  of  the  present  per- 
secution is  two-fold,  first,  to  gratify  the  above 
statesman's  passion  for  personal  retaliation,  and 
secondly,  to  complete  the  separation  of  Count 
Inouye  from  Count  Ito  and  others,  so  that  the 
problem  of  a  rumoured  political  combination 
may  be  solved  more  easily.  For  our  part, 
we  refrain  from  choosing  between  these  hy- 
potheses. Whichever,  if  any,  of  them  be  true, 
we  feel  confident  that  these  particular  tactics 
of  the  Radical  Party  will  ultimately  redound  to 
its  own  discomfiture.  The  documents  on  which 
Mr.  Saito  built  his  astounding  charges  against 
Count  Inouye  in  connection  with  ihe  inner 
workings  of  the  Fujita-gumi  of  Osaka,  and  with 
the  celebrated  canard  about  the  forgery  of 
paper  money,  are  evidently  identical  with  those 
by  means  of  which  the  Radical  organ,  some 
months  ago,  essayed  to  attract  attention  to  a 
series  of  so-called  "revelations."  It  is  well 
known  that  a  certain  greedy  speculator  tried  at 
the  time  to  sell  these  documents  to  Count 
Inouye  and  others,  but  that  the  Count  contem- 
ptuously rejected  his  offer.  It  is  also  well  known 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  celebrated  forgery 
case,  some  of  the  detectives  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain moiiey  by  manufacturing  false  documents, 
and  that  through  these  documents  Mr.  Ando, 
then  Vice-Inspector-General  of  Police,  was  be- 
trayed into  a  rash  step  that  cost  him  his  offi- 
cial position.  Rumour  says  that  some  of  the 
forged  papers  have  been  carefully  preserved 
by  one  of  the  police  sergeants  dismissed  in 
connection  with  the  affair,  and  that  they  have 
now  found  their  way  into  the  hands  of  the  cre- 
dulous Radicals. 

There  is  a  report  that  Marquis  Saionji,  who 
was  recently  appointed  a  Privy  Councillor, 
will  succeed  Mr.  Yoshikawa  as  Minister  of 
State  for  Justice,  and  that  Mr.  Yoshikawa  will 
be  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Home  Affairs, 
the  assumption  being  that  Count  Inouye  is 
resolved  to  resign.  It  is  also  asserted  that 
Count  Yamagata  is  desirous  of  resigning,  the 
reason  being  that  he  is  blamed  by  his  friends 
of  the  Military  party  for  rendering  help  to  Count 
Ito.  We  mention  these  rumours  for  what  they 
are  worth. 

The  allied  Opposition  Parties  have  thus  far 
failed  completely.   Their  organs  contend  that 
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the  recent  Resolution  about  the  dissolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  virtually  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence.  If  it  meant  anything, 
that  Resolution  meant  simply  that  the  House 
could  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  dissolution. 
The  only  opportunity  which  remains  for  the 
Opposition  is  the  Address  on  Administra- 
tive Reforms,  originally  introduced  by  the 
Radical  Party,  but  entrusted  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee in  which  the  Opposition  members  have 
a  majority.  It  seems  to  be  the  Opposition's 
intention  to  hold  over  this  measure  until  the 
Railway  Bills  and  other  measures  of  practical 
importance  shall  have  been  disposed  of.  It 
is  believed  by  some  that  several  members 
voted  against  the  Opposition's  Address  to  the 
Throne  declaring  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Cabinet,  fearing  that  the  passage  of  such  an 
Address  would  bring  about  another  dissolu- 
tion and  thus  defer  the  discussion  of  the  above 
mentioned  practical  measures.  Consequently 
the  Opposition  politicians  hope  that,  by  waiting 
for  a  proper  opportunity,  they  can  yet  retrieve 
their  defeat.    That  remains  to  be  seen. 


OBSEQUIES  OF  KIM  OK-KYUN. 


The  obsequies  of  the  late  Mr.  Kim  were  con- 
ducted on  Sunday  by  his  Japanese  friends.  A 
lock  of  the  deceased's  hair,  some  of  the  clothes 
worn  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  assassination, 
and  the  contents  of  the  mysterious  box  said  to 
have  reached  a  certain  gentleman  of  Tokyo 
from  Korea — these  were  all  that  the  refugee's 
sympathisers  had  to  carry  to  his  grave.  What 
that  box  really  contained,  we  do  not  pretend 
know.    At  a  few  minutes  past  9,  or  an  hour 
later  than  the  time  originally  announced,  the 
bier   started    from   the  hotel   in  Yurakucho, 
Tokyo,  where  Mr.  Kim  had  sojourned  previous 
to  his  departure  for  Shanghai,  and  proceed- 
ed toward  the  Hongan  Temple  in  Asakusa. 
In  the  van  marched  the  City  Band  performing 
suitable  music.    It  was  followed  by  some  forty 
pairs  of  flower  stands  presented  by  the  friends 
of  the  deceased,  after  which   came  a  dozen 
banners  bearing  ideographic  legends  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.    The  bier,  supporting  a  hand- 
some oblong  shaped  coffin,  was  carried  by 
twenty  men  in  white,  and  after  it  was  borne  a 
large  square-shaped  column,  to  be  erected  at 
the  burial-ground.     The   chief   mourner  was 
Mr.  Ryu-Koku  Ro,  a  Korean  political  refugee 
who  played  an  important  part  at  the  time  of 
Kim's  insurrection  against  the  Bin  party.  The 
procession  was  not  in  any  sense  imposing,  for 
the  number  following  the  coffin  did  not  exceed 
a  hundred.    At  11  o'clock  the  bier  reached 
its  destination,  where  a  large  crowd  of  sym- 
pathizers and  idle  spectators,  aggregating  pro- 
bably two  thousand,  awaited  its  arrival.  The 
service  was   conducted  after  a  short  recess, 
and  among  those  who  listened  to  it  were  Vis- 
count Tani,  Messrs.  Inouye  Kakugoro,  Ozaki 
Yukio,  Inukai  Ki,  Shiga  Shigetaka,  and  Takata 
Sanaye.    Thereafter  eulogies  of  the  deceased 
were  pronounced  by  about  ten  sympathisers,  the 
majority  of  whom  confined  themselves  to  lament- 
ing the  unhappy  death  of  Kim  at  the  moment 
when  he  was  revolving  a  scheme  for  effecting  a 
radical  change  in  the  Government  of  Korea, 
but  a  few  uttered  indignant  protests  against  the 
statesmen  in  power  whom   they  accused  as 
having  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies.   At  about  12  o'clock  the  service  and  the 
eulogiesended.and  the  bierwasthen  carried  back 
to  Aoyama  cemetry,  a  distance  of  some  5  miles. 
These  long  journeyings  to  and  fro  had  evident- 
ly been  planned  with  the  idea  of  making  an 
effective  demonstration,  but  the  cortege  was  not 
sufficiently  imposing  to  be  at  all  impressive.  A 
number  of  policemen  were  on  duty  at  the  Hon- 
gan Temple.    We  need  scarcely  add  that  the 
story  recently  circulated  as  to  Kim's  body  hav- 
ing been  spirited  away  from  Soul  and  transported 

to  Tokyo,  had  no  foundation  in  fact. 


INSURRECTION  IN  KOREA. 



An  insurrection  of  an  alarming  nature  is  re- 
ported by  the  vernacular  press  to  have  broken 
out   in   Korea.    As   usual   the   party  called 
Togaku-to    are    the  •  disturbers  of  the  peace. 
These  folks,  our  readers  may  remember,  are 
bigoted  conservatives,  who  adhere  to  Chinese 
doctrines  and  resolutely  oppose  Western  ideas 
and  Western  intercourse.    The  trouble  on  the 
present  occasion  is  said  to  have  originated  in  a 
certain  section  of  the  Tsin-la  district,  i.e.,  the 
south-western  extremity  of  the  peninsula.  The 
insurgents  made  an  attack  on  the  office  of  the 
district,  killed  several  of  the  officials,  ajid  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  control  of  the  whole  region 
of  Tsin-la.    The  leader  of  the  rebels  is  one 
Sai-ji-kyo,  who  having  been  concerned  in  a 
similar  but  disastrously  unsuccessful  project  a 
few  years  ago,  had  lived  in  strict  retirement 
prior  to  his  present  re-appearance  on  the  stage 
of  insurrection.    It  is  not  stated  that  any  spe- 
cific cause  existed.    The  man  simply  wanted 
an  opportunity,  and  thought  that  he  saw  one 
in  the  laxity  and  incompetence  prevailing  among 
officials,  and  the  universal  disaffection  by  which 
the  nation  is  supposed  to  be  permeated.  More 
over,  an  ancient  superstition  that  present  the 
dynasty  of  Korea  could  hold  power  for  only  five 
centuries  furnished  an  explanation  of  the  out- 
break, since  it  is  now  503  years  since  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  reigning  house  of  Li.  Having 
succeeded  at  the  outset  in  defeating  the  troops 
of  Tsing-la,  the  rebels  have  circulated  their 
manifesto  far  and  wide,  laying  special  stress  on 
four  points:— (2)  Blood  must  not  be  wantonly 
spilled.     (2)  The  safety  of  the  country  and 
the  restoration  of  public  tranquillity  must  be 
accomplished    by    upholding    the  principles 
of  loyalty  and   filial  virtue;  (3)  Steps  must 
be  taken  to  expel  foreigners  and  to  purify  the 
doctrines  of  the  saints.    (4)  The  persons  that 
hold  authority  must  be  put  down,  and  the  pre 
cepts  of  the  saints  must  be  obeyed  by  restoring 
order  and  tranquillity  to  the  country.    The  in- 
surgents are  estimated  to  be  over  50,000.  The 
alarm  is  spreading  to  the  neighbouring  districts 
of  Kieng-sang  and  Tong-tieng.    They  are  well 
provided  with  provisions  and  arms,  mostly  taken 
from  the  official  store-houses  or  robbed  from 
persons  whom  they  regard  as  unfriendly  to  their 
undertaking.   The  Governors  of  Tsing-la  and  of 
Tong-tieng  sent  express  messengers  to  Soul  to 
report  the  state  of  affairs,  and  have  requested  the 
prompt  despatch  of  troops ;  whereupon  the  Court 
decided  to  convey  by  ship  a  body  of  800  men 
under  the  command  of  General  Hong.  Tak- 
ing with  them  two  field-pieces  and  600,000 
rounds  of  ammunition,   these   troops  set  sail 
from  Jinsen  for  Tong-tieng  on  the  8th  instant, 
in  three  steamers,  one  of  which  was  a  Chinese 
war-vessel.    It  is  said  that  the  native  Roman 
Catholics  have  joined  the  rebels. 


THE  "  ARGOMENE." 


Messrs.  Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co.,  received  a 
telegram  from  Captain  Efford,  Lloyds'  Surveyor, 
on  Saturday,  informing  them  that  the  British 
ship  Argdmene  "was  floated  that  a.m.,  and 
at  5  o'clock  proceeded  in  tow  of  the  Benltdi,  to 
Yokohama,  where  she  arrived  on  Saturday  even- 
ing. The  Argomene  has  had  a  very  rough  time 
of  it  ever  since  leaving  New  York,  and  was  180 
days  out  from  port  before  reaching  her  first  des- 
tination, Shanghai.  On  the  voyage  up  from 
Kobe,  which  she  left  last  Saturday  week,  a  storm 
carried  her  up  into  the  Enshu  Nada,  on  the 
coast  of  Shidzuoka  Prefecture.  So  bad  did 
the  outlook  seem  that  the  crew  of  29  men 
took  to  the  boats,  but  lay-to  near  the  vessel 
until  the  gale  moderated.  When  things  had 
calmed  down  sufficiently  they  went  on  board  her 
again  and  found  the  vessel  comparatively  unin- 
jured though  stuck  fast  on  the  sand.  The  captain 
"then  pulled  to  Iida,  and  from  thence  made  his 
way  to  Numadzu  from  whence  he  dispatched 
news  of  his  distress. 


THE  SO-CALLED  "BLACK  DEATH" 
IN  CHINA. 


The  Hongkong  Sanitary  Board  at  a  meeting 
held  on  May  10th,  received  several  reports  upon 
the  prevalence  of  a  pestilential  disease  which 
had  broken  out  in  Canton.  Dr.  Rennie  of  that 
port  had  informed  the  British  Consul  of  the 
occurrence,  and  his  report  was  sent  on  by  the 
latter  official  to  the  authorities  in  Hongkong. 
It  reads  as  follows  : — 

Canton,  28th  April.  1894. 
Lately  a  disease  of  an  epidemic  character  has  been 
prevalent  in  the  city  of  Canton.  The  first  outbreak  oc- 
curred in  the  last  week  of  March,  and  was  confined  to  a 
poor  quarter  of  the  city,  near  the  South  Gate.  This 
neighbourhood  we  visited  on  the  8th  April,  and  the  writer 
had  an  opportunity  ot  examining  one|or|two  cases  and  also 
inquiring  into  the  sanitary  condition  ot  tbe  houses. 

t  he  symptoms  are  as  follow -.—With  or  without  pre- 
monitory warning  in  the  shape  of  malaise  or  chill,  there 
is  a  sudden  onset  of  fever  rising  to  105°,  or  over.  There 
is  much  headache  and  cerebral  disturbance,  accompanied 
by  stuuor.  In  from  12  to  24  hours  a  glandular  swelling 
occurs  in  the  neck,  arm-pit,  or  groin,  rapidly  enlarging  to 
the  size  of  a  fowl's  egg ;  it  is  hard  and  exceedingly  tender. 
With  or  without  a  decline  of  the  fever,  the  patient  sinks 
deeper  into  a  condition  of  coma  and  dies  usually  at  the 
end  of  48  hours  or  sooner.  If  six  days  are  reached  re- 
covery is  hopeful.  The  glandular  swelling  shows  no  signs 
of  suppuration.  In  s.  me  cases  epistaxis  or  vomiting  of 
blood  occurs  ;  petechias  appear  in  a  few  cases,  but  no 
regular  erupti»n.  Such  are,  briefly,  the  symptoms  at  the 
beginning  of  the  disease.  It  was  then  extremely  fatal, 
over  30  deaths  having  occurred  in  the  small  street  we 
visited.  The  mortality  was  high,  being  over  65  per  cent, 
of  the  patients  attacked,  whose  houses  are  occupied  by 
labourers  and  artisans;  they  are  small  and  badly  ventilated 
houses,  with  damp  earthen  floors.  Underneath  the  flag- 
stones in  front  of  the  houses  in  question  is  the  usual 
drainage  arrangement,  which,  at  the  period  of  our  visit, 
was  in  a  very  insanitary  condition  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
water  and  in  consequence  of  the  prolonged  drought.  Ihe 
people  stated  that  at  first  many  dead  rats  were  found  about 
the  houses,  but  that  after  a  few  days  these  animals  entirely 

dlReSs^- The  disease  is  evidently  similar  to  or  identi- 
cal with  that  which  under  the  name  of  the  "  Great  Plague 
of  London  "  proved  so  fatal  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city 
in  166s     It  has  been  described  by  Baber,  Roclier,  Bourne 
and  other  travellers  in  Western  China,  and  also  very  fully 
bv  Dr  Lowry  as  observed  by  him  in  Pakhoi  in  1882  (vide 
Customs  Medical  report  No.  24).    It  is  usually  known  as 
the  "  bubonic  plague."    It  does  not  appear  to  be  very 
contagious  except  to  those  living  in  the  same  houses  or 
under  the  same  conditions  as  those  suffering  from  the 
disease.        (signed)      Alex.  Rennie,  M.B.,  CM. 
During  the  discussion  that  followed,  the  Colo- 
nial Surgeon  (Dr.  P.B.C.  Ayres),  said  therewere 
then  thirteen  cases  in  the  Tung  Wall  Hospital 
and  four  deaths  had  occurred  from  the  disease 
in  the  Colony.    The  disease  was  one  entirely 
due  to  poverty  and  filth.    It  was  a  similar  dis- 
ease in  Asiatic  countries  to  typhus  in  European 
lands,  but  there  was  no  necessity  to  get  up  a 
scare  about  it.    He  should  treat  it  as  an  in- 
fectious disease,  though  he  would  have  no  fear 
to  go  among  it  himself.    Dr.  Lowson,  in  the 
course  of  some  remarks,  expressed  the  opi- 
nion that  the  poison  was  developed  from  atmos- 
pheric conditions  involving  the  houses  in  a  cer- 
tain district  and  was  caused  by  poverty  and 
dirt.    Under  ordinary  conditions  the  disease 
was  not   contagious,  but  if   healthy  persons 
remained  in  the  same  atmosphere  there  was  a 
good  probability  of  their  catching  the  disease. 
He  believed  that  a  few  days'  good  rain  would 
wash  the  poison  out,  it  being,  he  thought,  more 
chemical    than    bacteriogical.      Mr.  Francis 
eventually   moved   that   the  Government  be 
addressed,  with  a  view  to  the  issue  of  a  pro- 
clamation uncer   section    3   of   the  Health 
Ordinance.    The  proposition  was  carried  un- 
animously, and  at  6  o'clock  the  same  afternoon 
the  Executive  Council  met  and  a  proclamation 
extraordinary  was  issued  over  the  signature  of 
Major-General  Barker,  who  is  administering  the 
Government  in  ihe  absence  of  the  Governor  and 
Colonial  Secretary  on   leave,  authorizing  the 
putting  into  force  the  proper  sections  of  the 
Heath  Ordinnace,  which  empower  the  Sanitary 
Board  to  draw  up  bye-laws  for  dealing  with  the 
disease. 


Prince  Henri  d'Oileans  will  leave  France  next 
month  for  Madagascar,  where  lie  will  spend  two 
months,  aflervvaids  proceedings,  vi&  Aden,  to 
French  Indo-Cliina.  This  will  be  the  third  jouriiey 
made  by  the  young  Prince  in  the  Far  East.  He 
takes  the  utmost  interest  in  colonial  questions, 
and  has  done  much  to  convert  the  Reactionaries 
to  the  policy  originated  by  Jules  Ferry  in  Tong- 
King. 


May  26,  1894.] 
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THE  EPIDEMIC  IN  CHINA. 


In  response  to  a  telegram  despatched  from 
the  Government  in  Tokyo,  Mr.  Nakagawa, 
Japanese  Consul  in  Hongkong,  lias  wired  that 
lip  to  the  forenoon  of  the  21st  instant,  the  total 
number  of  deaths  in  that  colony  was  271.  He 
look  the  opportunity  of  renewing  his  caution 
against  allowing  free  access  of  Chinese  to  |apan. 

The  Government  has  resolved  to  put  the 
Medical  Inspection  Regulations  into  immediate 
operation.  The  Central  Sanitary  Bureau,  having 
been  convened  on  the  23rd  instant  to  consider 
the  matter,  made  a  recommendation  in  the  above 
sense.  Regulations  will  doubtless  be  carried 
out  at  Nagasaki,  Nagaura,  and  Shimonoseki. 

The  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimburis  assertion  that 
a  case  of  the  plague  had  occurred  in  Matsu- 
yama,  Iyo  Province — a  most  improbable  place 
— induced  the  officials  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau 
to  institute  special  inquiries,  with  the  result  that 
the  statement  is  shown  to  be  entirely  without 
foundation. 

We  find- the  following  in  the  Hongkong  Daily 
Press  of  the  1 6th  instant: — 

Although  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  plague  has 
as  yet  assumed  any  vei  y  alaiming  proportions  in 
itself,   the  fact  thai  it  exists  and  that  the  mea- 
sures taken  have  not  had  the  immediate  effect  of 
checking  or  stamping  out  the  disease  constitutes 
a  very  grave  danger  to  the  port  and  a  seiious 
loss  and  inconvenience  to  the  shipping  frequent- 
ing it.    The  first  indication  that  the  steamship 
companies    would    anticipate    trouble  at  further 
ports  of  call  by  reason  of  the  prevalence  here  of 
so  fatal   a  disease  as  this  bubonic  plague  was 
given    yesterday    when    the    M.    M.  Company 
intimated   that  they    could   neither   take  cargo 
nor    passengers  per    the    Yarra    to-day.  This 
is    a   serious    matter,    but  it  is  not  improbable 
if  the  colony  is  not  soon  declared  free  that  other 
companies  will  perforce  have  to  follow  suit,  and 
a  general  dislocation  of    traffic  ensue.  Saigon 
lias  already  imposed   ten  days'    quarantine  on 
Hongkong  vessels,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the 
Manila  authorities  will    be    among  the  first  to 
similaily  restrict  vessels  arriving  from  Hongkong, 
and  all  places  within   a  week's  journey  will  pro- 
bably also  deem  a  similar  step  necessary  for  their 
protection.  The  Australian  colonies  would  scarcely 
be  justified  in  doing  so,  taking  into  account  the 
length  of  the  sea  voyage  from  here,  but  they  are 
notoriously  particular  in  those  matters,  and  might 
prescribe  quarantine  for  a  shoi  t  pei  iod.    In  Hong- 
kong itself  a  rigorous  examination  of  all  native 
passengers  is  being  made,  and  the  boats  from 
Canton  and  Macao  are  subjected  to  a  thorough 
inspection.     This   of   course   is  a  highly  neces- 
sary proceeding,  as  the  opinion  is  held  in  some 
quarters  that  the   disease    may  have    been  in- 
troduced into  the  colony  by  Chinese  who  fled 
from  the  plague-stricken  districts  of  Canton  to 
the  scarcely  more  healthy  native  quarter  here. 
If  must  be  admitted  that  the  authorities  here  are 
doing  everything  in  their  power  to  stamp  out  the 
disease  and  put  in  sanitary  order   the  districts 
which  are  particularly  favourable  to  its  spread. 
The  police  officers,  led  by  their  energetic  chief, 
Mi.  F.   H.   May,  are   indefatigable  in  the  dis- 
charge of  an  arduous  and  disagi  eeable — not  to  say 
actually  dangerous — duty.    Several  more  special 
sanitary  officers  have  been  enrolled,  and  the  work 
has  been  thoroughly  organized.    The   house  to. 
house  visitation  continues,  and  yesterday  several 
cases  were  discovered  and  removed  to  the  Hygeia. 
The  difficulty  noted  the  other  day  of  conveying 
the  patients  to  the  wharf  has  been  overcome. 
Flushing  of  the  drains  proceeds  all  day,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  what  is  being  so  generally  well 
done  will  soon  have  the  desired  effect  of  lidding 
us  of  so  unwelcome  a  visitor  as  the  plague. 

Twenty-seven  deaths  from  plague  occurred 
during  the  twenty-four  hours  ending  at  noon  yes- 
terday. Of  these  twelve  look  place  on  board  the 
Hygeia,  five  in  the  Kennedytown  Hospital,  and  ten 
in  outside  districts.  Of  the  latter,  four  occurred 
in  the  Tung  Wah  Hospital,  Iwo  in  Queen's  Road 
West,  and  one  in  Victoi  ia  Street  (on  the  east  of  the 
new  Central  Market).  There  was  also  the  death 
in  Wanchai  Road,  noted  elsewhere,  which  may  be 
atti  ibuted  to  the  plague.  From  this  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  disease  can  no  longer  be  said  to  prevail 
in  one  limited  locality  m  any  circumscribed  area, 
but  has  manifested  itself  in  various  directions, 
suggesting  a  danger  tn  the  whole  colony.  From 
noon  on  the  141I1  to  noon  yesterday  twelve  new 
cases  weie  admitted  on  to  the  Hygeia,  four  new 
Cases  to  the  Kennedytown  Hospital,  and  there 
were  under  tieatmenl — on  the  Hygeia  16,  in 
Kennedytown  Hospital  25,  Tung  Wah  Hospital, 
none.    Total  41. 


A  UUinhar  of  dead  animals  have  brrn  (mind  ly- 
ing about  Ihe  slierts,  1,1  all  appearance  victims  of 
the  plague.  Il  will  be  lemembeird  thai  the  mtdi< 
cal  officers  noted  (he  lacl  lhal  animals  living  near 
the  ground  «ue  peculiaily  subject  to  the  disease. 
I  he  Kennedytown  Police  Station  has  been  Irans- 

lormad  into  a  temporary  hospital  for  ihe  reeeplfon 

of  patients  which  the  Hygeia  is  unable  to  accom- 
modate. The  maished  erected  at  Kennedytown 
will  not  be  used  unless  the  necessities  of  the  case 
1  rquii  e  it. 

Among  ihe  deaths  teporled  yestei  day  was  one 
from  No.  75,  Wanchai  Uoad,  an  old  woman  dying 
theie  aftei  an  illness  of  24  hours.  The  symptoms 
were  almost  identical  with  those  of  the  plague,  and 
theite  is  only  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  this 
is  the  commencement  of  ihe  disease  in  the  hilhei  to 
uninfected  eastern  district. 

An  express  was  issued  yesterday  afternoon  by 
the  agent  of  the  Compagnie  des  Messageries 
Maiitimes  to  the  effect  that  in  order  to  avoid 
sanitary  difficulties  in  further  ports,  the  Company's 
steamer  Yarra,  which  leaves  to  day  at  noon,  will 
not  cany  either  passengeis  or  cargo.  The  vessel 
did  not  come  into  the  harbour,  and  is  lying  in 
Kowloon  Bay  in  complete  isolation. 

The  arrangements  for  the  burial  of  victims  of 
the  plague  do  not  appear  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 
A  good  deal  of  delay  takes  place  before  the  bodies 
aie  interred,  seperate  graves  having  tn  be  dug  in  a 
rather  rocky  and  refractoiy  soil.  The  squatters 
oil  the  land  contiguous  to  this  cemetery  have  peti- 
tioned the  Government  on  the  matter.  Evidently 
a  more  suitable  site  ought  to  be  selected. 

The  following  circular  has  been  issued  by  the 
Sanitary  Board  for  the  guidance  of  all  concerned, 
and  has  been  circulated  among  the  police  and 
sanitary  officers  : — 

Observations  to  be  made  by  officers  conducting 
house  lo  house  visitation  -.— 

I. — See  if  the  patient  is  feverish. 

2-  — Look  for  swellings  (buboes)  under  the  arms, 
on  the  groin,  on  the  neck,  above  the  elbow. 

3-  — Observe  if  the  patient  has  an  anxious  ex- 
piession,  and  (if  he  is  walking)  a  tottering 
gait. 

At  the  Police  Court  yesterday  there  were 
several  cases  of  failure  to  repot  t  the  occurrence 
of  the  disease,  and  doubtless  a  few  convictions 
and  fines  will  make  landlords  more  alive  lo  the 
vital  necessity  of  bringing  the  cases  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  authorities  without  the  slightest 
delay.  Niug  Kin  and  Lan  Chuck,  widows,  the 
occupants  respectively  of  Nos.  72  and  74,  Market 
Streel,  were  chaiged  by  Inspector  Quincey  before 
Mr.  H.  E.  Wodehouse  will)  neglecting  to  teporl 
the  outbieak  of  plague  in  their  houses.  The 
Inspector  stated  that  he  visited  the  places  and 
found  men  suffering  from  the  disease,  whom  he 
had  removed  to  the  Hygeia.  The  symptoms  were 
veiy  pronounced  at  the  time  and  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  identifying  the  disease.  His  Wor- 
ship fined  the  first  defendant  $2  or  fourteen  days' 
and  discharged  the  second.  Lai  You  Chung,  a 
teacher,  for  a  similar  neglect  in  lespect  to  a  case 
at  10,  Wai  Tak  Lane,  was  fined  $5  or  in  default 
14  days'  imprisonment. 

The  fire  engines  yesterday  were  engaged  in 
flushing  the  sewers  and  drains  of  the  Taipingshan 
district  from  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  The  water  was 
pumped  fiom  the  haibour  by  the  boating  engine 
up  to  the  Hollywood  Road  level  and  from  thence 
to  the  Caine  Road.  A  good  quantity  of  water 
was  used.  This  operation  will  be  continued  to-day. 

We  understand  on  reliable  authority  that 
eight  or  nine  membeis  of  the  Poituguese  com- 
munity have  died  of  the  plague  during  the  past 
week,  but  that  the  deaths  have  been  registered 
as  due  to  "fever,  with  bubonic  symptoms."  Some 
of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Central  District. 

Dur  ing  the  past  two  days,  says  the  Chung  N got 
San  Po,  the  plague  in  Canton  has  become  better 
so  far  as  we  can  judge.  The  mortality  percent- 
age of  those  who  contracted  the  disease  was  te- 
porled to  be  about  70,  but  it  has  now  decreased 
lo  between  30  and  40.  A  famous  doctor  has 
arrived  at  the  city  from  Ying-tak-hsien  and  at- 
tends the  patients,  free  of  charge,  in  the  vil- 
lage at  the  East  Gate  district.  A  large  number 
of  people  go  to  ask  his  advice  and  teceive  his 
prescription  every  day,  and  it  is  stated  that  80 
per  cent,  of  those  who  are  so  treated  have  recover- 
ed. Some  San-Szes  have  subscribed  money  for 
the  erection  of  a  large  matshed  in  the  place  for 
the  reception  of  patients  being  attended.  On  the 
Ilth  i  1* St.  the  Pun  Y11  and  Nanhoi  Magistrates 
sacrificed  for  rain  in  the  Sing  Wong  Temple  and 
on  the  13th  at  4  p.m.  a  heavy  rain  commeijced  to 
fall  in  East  Gate  district  and  in  Honam,  but  only 
softly  in  the  West.  Although  it  only  lasted  about 
half  an  hour-  the  residents  have  naturally  heartily 
welcomed  it. 


HON V, KONG  NEWS. 

•  ♦  

The  water  supply  in  Hongkong  was  dwind- 
ling rapidly  when  last  mail  advices  left  the 
Colony,  the  reservoirs  at  Tylam  and  Pokfulam 
being  expected  to  be  beyond  control  within  three 
days.  The  Colony  would  therefore  be  depend- 
ent on  the  hills  streams  which  trickle  into 
Tytam  at  the  rale  of  half  a  million  gallons  daily, 
but  these  would  supply  water  indefinitely  to 
the  extent  of  five  gallons  per  head  daily.  The 
plague  is  being  actively  combatted,  sea  water 
being  used  in  flushing  operations.  The  disease, 
however,  is  spreading,  thirty-four  deaths  occur- 
ring on  board  the  sanitary  hulk  Hygeia,  nine 
in  the  Tung-wah  Hospital,  and  two  outside,  on 
the  14th  inst. 

Another  "old  band"  passed  away  in  Hong- 
kong on  the  14th  inst.  in  the  person  of  Captain 
Speechly,  who  died  of  dysentery  after  about  a 
week's  illness.  Captain  Speechly  was  well 
known  amongst  the  sea-faring  community.  He 
was  for  some  years  boarding  officer  in  the 
Harbour  Department.  Leaving  the  Govern- 
ment service  he  went  to  sea  again  and  after 
holding  several  commands  he  became  a  Canton 
river  pilot. 

MM.  Retz,  Bouyer,  and  Fritz  Humbert Droz, 
who  have  for  several  months  been  detained  in 
captivity  by  the  Tokin  pirates  have  been  given 
up.  Ten  piratical  bands  comprising  700  men, 
of  whom  500  were  armed  with  repeating  rifles, 
have  made  their  submission,  and  as  a  guarantee 
of  their  good  faith  the  captives  have  been  given 
up  without  ransom.  The  Courrier  d 'Haiphong 
gives  great  praise  to  the  officers  who  have  suc- 
ceeded in  bringingabout  this  happy  arrangement. 

The  Hongkong  correspondent  of  the  N.  C. 
Daily  News  writes  :— I  hear  that  Mr.  Samuel 
Barff,  Deputy  Registrar  and  Accountant  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  is  about  to  resign  his  appoint- 
ment and  take  his  pension.  He  intends  to  take 
up  his  residence  in  Japan,  where  the  dollar  will 
go  farther  than  in  the  United  Kingdom,  while 
the  climate  is  milder.  Mr.  Barff  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  F.  A.  Hazeland,  Chief  Clerk  of 
the  Court,  but  who  will  step  into  Mr.  Hazeland's 
shoes  I  cannot  say  at  present,  nothing  having 
been  decided. 

The  lenses  of  the  Gap  Rock  light  which  were 
injured  in  the  typhoon  of  last  October  have  been 
replaced  by  new  ones,  and  the  light  is  now  re- 
stored to  its  original  efficiency. 

The  final  heat  in  the  H.K.C.C.  Lawn  Ten- 
nis tournament  double  handicap  was  played 
last  week,  when  Bird  and  Piatt  (owe  30)  met 
C.  M.  Firth  and  F.  Firth  (owe  15).  The  match 
was  the  best  of  five  setts,  and  Bird  and  Piatt  won 
rather  easily,  the  score  being  6-4,  6-3,  6-4. 

The  Hon.  T.  H.  Whitehead,  who  is  going 
home  on  leave,  has  been  the  recipient,  of  very 
valuable  tokens  of  esteem  and  regard  at  the 
hands  of  the  Chinese  merchants  of  the  colony. 
The  presentation  took  the  form  of  a  magni- 
ficently embroidered  scroll,  a  silver  salver,  and 
a  silver  vase,  beautifully  chased  and  suitably 
inscribed.  The  Bank  clerks  employed  in  the 
Hongkong  branch  of  the  Chartered  Bank  of 
India,  Australia,  and  China,  presented  Mr. 
Whitehead  with  a  finely  wrought  silver  claret 
jug  and  an  address  which  was  permanently 
placed  on  lacquer  by  a  new  process.  The 
effect  was  admirable,  the  address  itself  being 
bordered  by  well-chosen  views  of  the  colony. 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 

 —  

The  following  note  on  the  tea  market  at 
W6nchow,  says  our  Shanghai  morning  contem- 
porary, is  to  hand  : — The  first  season's  tea 
was  ready  for  sale  on  the  25th  of  April 
last,  and  the  prices  for  black  tea  ranged 
from  $40,  $28,  and  $24,  according  to  quality, 
per  picul,  while  green  teas  fetched  $30,  $20, 
and  $15  per  picul.  Upon  the  second  instal- 
ment of  teas  arriving  at  Wenchow  from  the 
interior  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  instant,  there 
was  a  falling  off  in  prices;  black  tea  being  sold 
at  $30,  $20,  and  $15  per  picul,  and  green  tea 
at  about  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  the  first 
prices  quoted  above.    Altogether  some  7,030 


626 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[May  26,  1894. 


chests  have  been  bought  up,  which  were  to  be 
shipped  to  Shanghai  by  the  steamer  Poochi, 
which,  however,  could  not  only  carry  5,000 
chests,  leaving  the  balance  of  2,000  for  the 
next  trip. 

According  to  native  accounts,  Shanghai  is  at 
present  being  made  the  operating  ground  of  a 
band  of  kidnappers.  Several  children  all  under 
ten  have  recently  mysteriously  disappeared,  and 
not  the  slightest  trace  has  been  found  of  them. 

An  important  work  with  reference  to  the 
water  communication  between  Sungkiang  and 
Shanghai  and  Sungkiang  and  Soochow,  was 
commenced  on  the  2nd  instant.  This  is  the 
deepening  of  the  creeks  and  canals  connecting 
these  cities,  by  soldiers  deputed  by  H.E.  T'an 
Pih-Ii,  Commander-in  Chief  of  the  province, 
whose  head-quarters  are  in  Sungkiang. 

The  Glenogle  arrived  at  Shanghai  on  Sun- 
day, May  1 2th,  having  made  the  run  from 
London  to  port  in  39  days.  She  left  London 
on  the  4th  of  April,  and  the  Preussen  left 
Southampton  on  the  1st.  The  latter  arrived 
on  the  13th,  but  had  to  call  at  more  ports  than 
the  Glenogle.  The  Glenogle  made  such  a  rapid 
passage  that  she  arrived  at  Shanghai  ahead  of 
her  despaches.  She  is  the  first  tea  steamer  on 
the  berth  this  season  for  New  York,  while  the 
Glenearn,  also  in  that  port,  is  the  last  for  the  last 
season. 

The  St.  George's  Day  celebrations  at  Shang- 
hai took  place  on  Whit  Monday  and  were  a  huge 
success.  They  took  the  form  of  an  old  English 
Fair  and  rural  fete. 

The  descriptions  given  in  the  Shanghai  jour- 
nals of  the  organ  recitals  held  in  the  Cathedral 
each  season  accentuate  our  feeling  that  many 
of  the  things  most  desirable  in  life  are  wanting 
in  Japan.  Shanghai,  in  addition  to  a  splendid 
organist,  Mr.  Crompton,  has  a  brilliant  soprano, 
Mrs.  Roche,  a  tenor  of  pure  timbre,  Mr.  Fleet, 
and  a  fine  baritone,  Mr.  Wedemeyer.  With 
such  materials  performances  of  high  merit  can 
be  organized  at  the  Cathedral,  and  that  they  are 
successfully  organized  may  be  clearly  gathered 
from  the  eulogies  of  the  press  and  the  eagerness 
of  the  public  to  be  present.  Does  not  Yoko- 
hama possess  similar  materials  ?  But  they  are 
not  utilized. 

The  Horse,  Dog,  and  Poultry  Society's  show 
was  to  be  held  on  the  19th  instant  in  Shanghai. 
It  promised  to  be  very  successful.  "Among 
the  new  features  in  the  programme,"  says  the 
North  China  Daily  News,  "  is  a  Ladies'  Driv- 
ing Competition.  The  prize  will  be  presented 
by  the  President  to  the  best  fair  handler  of  the 
ribbons.  And  it  will  be  pleasant  for  the  winners 
in  all  the  various  classes  to  know  that  the  prizes 
will  be  presented  on  the  ground;  thus  avoiding 
those  long  delays  which  hitherto  have  been  so 
fertile  a  cause  for  dissatisfaction.  The  driving 
enclosure  is  in  front  of  the  Grand  Stand,  and 
advantage  has  already  been  taken  by  very  many 
to  get  their  cattle  acquainted  with  the  nature 
and  size  oJ  the  ground." 

With  regard  to  the  silk  industry  in  Hupeh, 
we  take  the  following  from  the  North  Chitia 
Daily  News : — 

As  already  stated  in  a  previous  issue  the  Viceroy  Chang 
at  Wuchang  having  decided  to  encourage  the  silk  industry 
in  the  HuUuang  provinces,  collected  a  moderate  sum  of 
money  recently  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  silk  factory 
for  the  weaving  of  silks  and  satins,  the  proceeds  of  which 
were  to  go  to  the  establishment  of  silk  filatures  on  the 
foreign  system.  A  correspondent  now  writes  from  Wu- 
chang that  the  deputy  sent  to  Soochow  and  Hangchow  for 
silk  artificers  and  weavers  has  already  succeeded  in  get- 
ting a  C<  mpany  of  these  men  to  act  as  instructors,  with 
half-a-dozen  silk  weaving  machines  which  have  since 
been  set  up  at  Wuchang.  they  have  been  at  work  now 
nearly  six  weeks,  and  have  turned  out  very  good  gauzes, 
pongees  and  heavier  silks,  weighing  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
five  ounces  to  the  pieo-.  of  fifty  feet  length.  Each  machine 
employs  six  men  who  are  able,  at  an  ordinary  rate  of  speed, 
to  turn  out  about  nine  feet  of  silk  a  day.  I  he  Viceroy 
Chang  is  said  to  be  so  satisfied  with  the  work  that  he  has 
oidered  the  purchase  from  Kiangsu  of  a  number  ...ore  of 
these  silk  weaving  machines.  His  Excellency  intends  to 
present  the  Empress  Dowager  with  some  of  the  products 
of  his  new  silk  weaving  factory  next  November. 

Faith  can  move  mountains.  It  can  also  make 
snow  fall.  Here  is  one  of  the  Emperor  of 
China's  latest  Edicts  : — 

The  other  day  we  commanded  that  worship  should  be 
made  at  the  temples  of  the  Most  High  and  of  the  Seasons 
to  beseech  the  clemency  of  Heaven  for  more  snow  which 
has  fallen  but  sparsely  since  the  advent  of  winter  weather  ; 
to  the  first  temple  we  went  ourselves  in  person  to  sacrifice, 


while  Prince  Tsai  Lien,  3rd  Order,  sacrificed  in  our  stead 
at  the  latter  temple.  Thanks  to  the  beneficence  of  Heaven 
our  prayers  have  been  heard  and  a  refreshing  quantity 
of  snow  has  since  fallen  upon  the  parched  and  frozen 
fields  ;  it  is  fitting  therefore,  that  we  should  .eturn  thanks 
for  this  bountiful  beneficence  of  Heaven,  and  so  command 
that  on  the  30th  instant,  preparations  be  made  at  the 
temple  of  the  Most  High  where  we  intend  to  attend  per- 
sonally for  that  purpose,  while  Prince  Tsai  Lien  shall  go 
on  the  same  day  to  give  thanks  at  the  temple  of  the  Sea- 
sons ;  Prince  Tsai  Shu,  3rd  Order,  to  the  temple  of  Tsaoh- 
siien,  and  Prince  P*u  Lun,  4th  Order,  to  the  Hsiienjen 
temple.  The  Imperial  Duke  Tsai  Tse  shall  proceed  for 
the  same  purpose  that  day  to  the  Ningho  temple.  Thus 
may  our  gratitude  to  High  Heaven  be  manifested  for  the 
bountiful  snow  sent  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  our  subjects 
in  the  Imperial  prefecture 


A  member  of  the  Chinese  Legation  in  London 
passed  through  Shanghai  about  the  10th  inst., 
carrying  the  treaty  which  the  Chinese  Minister 
in  London  has  negotiated  with  the  British  Go- 
vernment for  the  delimitation  of  the  frontiers 
between  China  and  Burmah.  It  is  rumoured 
that  China  has  obtained  very  favourable  terms, 
but  as  nothing  definite  is  known,  we  need  not 
reproduce  the  conjectures  circulated. 

A  missionary  of  the  Church  Missionary  So- 
ciety suffered  injury  recently  at  the  hands  of 
brigands  within  about  ten  miles  of  Ning-po.  It 
is  supposed  that  his  assailants  did  not  know 
him  to  be  a  foreigner,  as  their  attack  was  directed 
against  a  native  boat  in  which  he  happened  to 
be  travelling,  and  as  they  decamped  when  they 
discovered  that  a  European  was  among  their 
victims.    But  he  received  some  heavy  blows. 

Two  young  ladies,  Miss  Marie  Imaudt  and 
Miss  Bessie  Maxwell,  who  are  travelling  on 
behalf  of  the  Dundee  Weekly  News,  have  reach- 
ed Shanghai  and  may  soon  be  expected  in 
Japan.  Their  mission  seems  to  be  to  enquire 
into  the  condition  of  woman  in  the  East,  but 
we  presume  that  their  range  of  observation  will 
not  be  confined  to  that.  They  have  been  inter- 
viewed by  a  representative  of  the  North-China 
Daily  News,  upon  whom  they  evidently  pro 
duced  a  most  pleasing  impression. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Dallas  occur 
red  after  a  very  short  illness,  as  to  the  nature  of 
which  nothing  is  said  in  the  Shanghai  papers. 
Mr.  Dallas  was  well-known  in  Japan,  where  he 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  East. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  Freemason  and  had 
attained  the  highest  position  among  the  Craft 
in  this  country.  In  the  early  years  of  the  Meiji 
era  he  barely  escaped  a  violent  death  in  Tokyo 
at  the  hands  of  two  Japanese  Samurai.  Par- 
ticulars of  this  affair  need  not  be  repeated,  but 
we  may  note  that  the  North-China  Daily  News 
is  mistaken  in  describing  the  two  Japanese 
as  ft  on  in. 

St.  George's  Celebration  in  Shanghai  seems 
to  have  been  a  signal  success.  The  programme 
alone  would  occupy  the  greater  part  of  one  of 
our  columns  and  to  attempt  either  to  reproduce 
or  to  epitomize  the  descriptions  given  in  the 
Shanghai  papers  is  out  of  the  question.  It  was 
the  first  fSte  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  Shanghai, 
but  doubtless  it  will  not  be  the  last.  The  place 
chosen  was  the  Chang  Suho's  Garden,  a  beauti- 
ful Chinese  pleasure  ground  several  acres  in 
extent. 

The  unfortunate  Chou  Futsing,  convicted  of 
an  attempt  to  bribe  an  Imperial  examiner,  is  ot 
suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law.  At  one 
time  it  appeared  as  though  he  would  escape 
with  a  bambooing  and  banishment.  The 
Board  of  Punishments  presented  a  recom- 
mendation in  that  sense  on  the  ground  that 
the  crime  had  been  found  out  before  any  harm 
was  done,  and  that  the  bribe  took  the  form, 
not  of  hard  cash,  but  of  a  cheque  that  might 
have  been  dishonoured.  The  Emperor,  how- 
ever, refused  to  recognize  these  pleas,  and 
sentenced  Chou  to  decapitation.  Considering 
that  Chinese  officialdom  is  supposed  to  be 
honeycombed  with  bribery  and  corruption,  the 
only  comment  to  be  made  on  Chou's  fate  is  the 
old  Spartan  proverb,  "Anything  is  better  than 
discovery." 

The  Customs  Returns  of  Trade  just  publish- 
ed shpw  that  the  gross  value  of  China's  Foreign 
Trade  was,  in  1893  Hk.  Tls.  177,017,836;  in 
1892  Hk.Tls.  i66,827,502;and  in  1891  Hk.Tls. 
165,543,862.  The  import  of  cotton  goods  shows 
a  notable  shrinkage,  being  90  million  yards  less 
in  1893  than  in  1892,  but  the  actual  falling  off  in 


deliveries  was  only  about  half  of  that  amount. 
The  report  says — "Rapid  and  violent  exchange 
fluctuations  have  recommended  to  foreign  im- 
porters and  native  dealers  alike  a  policy  of  con- 
ducting thetrade  upon  smaller  stocks  than  the 
market  has  formerly  been  accustomed  to,  and 
thus  January  1894  saw  the  port  and  its  depen- 
dencies very  much  more  lightly  supplied  than  at 
the  opening  of  1893." 

The  people  of  Canton  have  been  trying  to 
play  the  plague  a  trick.  A  fortune-teller  an- 
nounced that  the  epidemic  would  cease  at 
the  approach  of  the  spring  solstice,  so  the 
citizens,  in  order  to  deceive  the  gods  of  sickness, 
made  the  5th  of  May  their  New  Year's  Day, 
celebrating  the  occasion  with  all  the  prescribed 
rites  and  decorations.  The  local  authorities 
assisted  to  complete  the  illusion,  but  whether  the 
gods  were  taken  in  is  not  yet  known. 

The  Emperor  of  China  has  created  a  sensa- 
tion by  personally  examining  the  Theses  sent  in 
by  competitors  at  the  recent  compulsory  exami- 
nation of  members  of  the  Hanlin  Academy  and 
Supervisorale  of  Instruction  of  the  Heir  Ap- 
parent. There  had  been  reason  to  doubt  not 
only  the  competence  but  also  the  impartiality  of 
some  of  the  examiners,  and  that  reasons  existed 
for  the  doubt  was  proved  by  what  followed. 
The  high  Ministers  of  State  that  constituted  the 
examining  board  had  read  the  Theses  and 
determined  the  standing  of  each  competitor 
when  the  Emperor  suddenly  constituted  him- 
self examiner-in-chief.  There  were  208  com- 
petitors, and  it  took  His  Majesty  three  whole 
days  to  look  over  the  essays.  The  result  was 
that  the  decisions  of  the  examining  board  were 
almost  completely  reversed.  One  notable 
sufferer  by  the  Imperial  interference  was 
H.E.  Tsui,  the  lately-returned  Minister  to  the 
United  States,  Spain,  and  Peru.  He  had  a 
brevet  button  of  the  2nd  rank,  and  held  the  post 
of  Senior  Deputy  Supervisor  of  Instruction  to 
the  Heir  Apparent.  It  was  because  of  this  latter 
position  that  despite  his  years  and  previous 
services  abroad,  he  had  to  present  himself  at  the 
Examination  Hall.  The  examining  board  placed 
him  among  the  first  thirty  and  recommended 
him  for  promotion.  But  the  Emperor  thrust 
him  down  low  in  the  third  class,  the  conse- 
quence being  that  he  lost  his  button  arrd  was 
degraded  from  the  post  of  Deputy  Supervisor  to 
that  of  Junior  Secretary. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 


Professor  Victor  Horseley,  F.R.S.,  has  been 
lecturing  in  a  most  interesting  manner  on  the 
destructive  effects  of  small  projectiles.  The 
main  point  to  which  his  investigations  had  been 
addressed  was  to  determine  why  a  bullet  of  a 
certain  size  and  travelling  at  a  certain  rate, 
simply  perforates  some  substances,  such  as 
wood  or  iron,  while  in  others,  such  as  clay, 
brain,  &c,  it  exercises  a  bursting  and  disruptive 
action.  Huguier,  as  long  ago  as  1848,  gave  an 
explanation.  He  said  that  the  great  lateral  dis- 
turbance produced  in  certain  substances  by  the 
passage  of  a  bullet  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
tissues  contained  water  in  large  quantity,  and 
that  the  energy  of  the  moving  projectile  being 
imparted  to  the  particles  of  water  caused  their 
dispersion  in  a  hydrodynamic  fashion.  This 
conclusion  was  verified  by  Kocher  in  1874-76, 
who  found  that  when  bullets  were  fired  through 
two  tin  canisters  of  equal  size,  the  one  full  of  dry 
lint  and  the  other  of  wet,  the  former  was  simply 
perforated  while  the  latter  was  burst  explosively. 

Now,  in  lifetlie  brain  is  a  more  or  less  fluid  body, 
though  in  a  state  of  rigor  mortis  it  is  practically  a 
solid,  owing  to  coagulation  of  the  blood  and  pro- 
toplasm. Hence,  a  shot  fired  into  the  skull  must 
have  a  disiuptive  effect  and  tend  to  burst  it.  If 
that  does  not  happen,  the  brain  substance  must 
be  driven  against  the  internal  surface  of  the  skull, 
and  the  energy  °f  the  bullet  communicated  to  the 
fluid  in  the  ventricular  cavities  which  tunnel  the 
brain  down  to  the  medulla  oblongata.  This  is, 
therefore,  subjected  to  pressure  from  two  sources 
—  (i)  The  hydrodynamic  displacement  of  the  brain 
en  masse;  (2)  the  direct  crushing  effect  due  to  the 
movement  of  the  cerebro  spinal  fluid  in  the  ventri- 
cles. Professor  Horsley  then  passed  to  the  palliolo- 
gical  side  of  the  subject,  and  described  the  experi- 


nients,  by  means  of  whicli  lie  verified  llie  deductions 

mad«  from  physical  considerations.  A  dog,  wlucli, 
of  course,  was  under  ether,  was  arranged  will 
appaiatus  to  record  by  tracings  the  heart-beati, 
the  blood-pressurea  in  the  trunk-arteries  and  ihe 
small  capillaiy  system,  ihe  movements  of  respira- 
tion, and  the  pressure  within  die  skull.  When  a 
bullet  entered  ihe  cranial  cavily  and  set  up  the 
poweiful  hydrodynamic  pressure  referred  to,  ihe 
result  was  complete  arresl  of  the  respiration  and  a 
slight  fall  in  the  central  blood  pressure,  which  caused 
a  similar  (all  in  the  peripheral  pressure.  Synchron- 
ously with  ihe  arrest  of  respiration  there  occurred 
a  remai  liable  ■  ise  in  the  blood  pressure,  which  con 
tinned  lill  the  normal  tension  was  exceeded.  This 
experiment  shows  that  the  first  cause  of  death  in 
such  cases  is  not  arrest  of  the  heait  and  syncope, 
as  the  text-books  affirm,  seeing  that  the  heart  con- 
tinues to  beat.  It  is  rather  arrest  of  breathing, 
and  if  artificial  respiration  be  quickly  pei  formed 
recovery  from  the  otheiwise  fatal  arrest  may  be 
obtained,  as  has  been  experimentally  proved. 
The  practical  deduction  from  this  fact  is  that  with 
wounds  in  the  head  from  rifles  and  revolvers  the 
first  thing  to  be  done  is  lo  employ  ai  tificial  respira- 
tion rather  than  to  give  stimulants.  The  physio- 
logical explanation  of  the  phenomena  observed 
is  this.  In  the  medulla  oblongata  is  the  chief 
centie  for  the  movements  of  respiration,  and  also 
the  centre  and  origin  of  the  vagus  nerve,  which  has 
the  power  of  slowing  the  heart.  Theie  ate  thus 
two  important  centres  liable  to  be  affected  by  such 
changes  of  pressure  around  them  as  ate  induced 
when  a  bullet  traverses  the  cerebral  hemispheres. 
Supposing  that  the  arrest  of  breathing  has  been 
removed  by  artificial  respiration,  there  is  another 
condition  to  be  overcome,  else  death  must  ensue. 
The  blood  vessels  which  have  been  lacerated  by 
the  bullet  pour  out  blood,  which  again  raises  the 
inter-cranial  tension.  This  constitutes  ihe  second 
cause  of  death,  tor  it  again  paralyzes  ihe  respi- 
ratory centre  and  slows  the  heart.  To  treat  such 
haemorrhage,  however,  only  ordinary  sutgical 
measures  are  necessary,  but  these  will  be  impos- 
sible if  the  activity  of  the  respiratory  centre  has 
not  previously  been  restored. 

Wales  has  at  length  been  provided  with  a 
university  of  its  own.  The  project  had  long 
been  on  the  tapis  and  had  received  the  appro- 
val of  several  successive  Cabinets,  but  has  only 
now  become  a  fait  accompli.  Wales  has  been 
very  active  in  matters  of  education  during  the 
past  25  years.  She  has  organized  three  Uni- 
versity Colleges  —  Aberystwith,  Bangor,  and 
Cardiff — by  the  aid  of  private  subscriptions 
aggregating  ^200,000,  and  she  now  caps  her 
work  by  founding  a  body  which  will  absorb  the 
University  Colleges  into  one  system  and  be 
competent  to  institute  faculties  and  grant  de- 
grees. The  new  institution  is  to  have  a  grant 
°f  ^3.°°°  Per  annum  from  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer. An  interesting  future  of  the  Univer- 
sity's charter  is  that  women  are  declared 
eligible,  equally  with  men,  for  admittance  to 
any  degree  which  the  University  is  authorized 
to  confer. 

New  Zealand's  experiment  of  granting  the 
franchise  to  women  has  been  practically  tested. 
From  the  time  of  the  Act's  coming  into  opera- 
tion until  the  general  election  there  was  an 
interval  of  only  six  weeks  for  effecting  registra- 
tion, yet  no  fewer  than  109,461  women  manag- 
ed to  get  their  names  on  the  roll.  There  can  be 
no  question  about  their  political  zeal,  after 
that.  Out  of  that  number,  90,200  voted.  The 
male  electors  of  New  Zealand  aggregate  193,526. 
Of  these  only  129,790  voted.  The  women 
therefore  made  much  better  use  of  their  privilege 
than  the  men  did. 

To  the  Japanese  politicians  who  labour  so 
earnestly  to  introduce  the  party-cabinet  system 
in  this  country,  we  commend  the  following 
verdict  of  the  London  Times  elicited  in  con- 
nection with  Naval  affairs  : — "  The  party  system 
enables  the  Government  of  the  day  to  do  things 
that  the  settled  judgment  of  the  nation  does 
not  approve,  and  much  more  to  leave  undone 
things  that  the  nation  desires  to  see  done." 

It  may  be  inferred  from  Sir  E.  Grey's  answer 
to  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  April  2nd,  that  H.B.M.'s  Govern- 
ment have  recognised  China's  claim  to  the 
Shan  State  of  Kiang  Hung.  Sir  E.  Grey  said, 
"We  found  Kiang  Hung  under  Chinese  Ad- 
ministration." Mr.  Holt  S.  Hallett  traverses 
this  declaration.  He  refers  to  two  maps — that 
of  the  Chinese  province  of  Yunnan,  published 


by  the  Chinese  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  in 
1891,  and  that  of  the  "  Missions  Pavieen  Indo 
Chine,"  published  in  1892 — as  showing  that  the 
province  was  never  previously  so  regarded.  He 
then  proceeds  to  say  : — 

If  lite  Chinese  administered  Kiang  Hung  pre 
vious  lo  1891— i.e.,  previous  to  six  yeats  aftet  ihe 
Burmese  dominions  had  fallen  to  us — lite  ad- 
ministration must  have  been  of  such  a  character 
that  ihe  French  did  not  consider  it  recognizable, 
and  so  partial  and  so  faint  that  Chinese  official 
maps  made  no  note  of  it.  France  has  long  been 
hungering  for  the  pot  lion  of  Kiang  Hung  lying  lo 
the  east  of  the  Mekong,  which  contains  the  cele- 
brated I-bang  tea-gardens.  As  eat ly  as  1884  M . 
Jules  Fet  1  y  had  his  eye  on  it.  This  is  evidenced  by 
Lord  Lyon's  letters,  contained  in  Blue-book 
"  Cot  1  espondence  telatiiig  to  Burma,  1886."  The 
desire  works  still  in  the  French  mind.  This  is 
shown  by  ihe  events  and  claims  of  last  year,  and 
by  the  letter  from  M.  Develle  to  Lord  Dufferin 
on  December  1st,  1893.  This  important  document 
indicates  thai,  as  soon  as  we  cede  Kiang  Hung 
to  China,  Fi  ance  will  commence  negotiations  with 
that  country  for  the  delimitation  of  her  frontier 
in  the  direction  of  Kiang  Hung.  That  the  French 
idea  of  rectification  means  ihe  Mekong  as  their 
border  from  China  southwards  is  notorious.  If 
we  cede  Kiang  Hung  lo  China  we  practically  cede 
the  eastern  half  of  it  to  France,  thus  interposing 
some  60  or  70  miles  of  French  territory  between  us 
and  Ssumao.  It  is  simply  impossible  for  our  Go- 
vernment to  commit  a  greater  blunder,  a  blunder 
more  disastrous  to  the  future  welfare  and  expan- 
sion of  British  commerce,  than  to  block  our  rail- 
way route  to  China  by  parting  with  Kiang  Hung 
and  thus  allowing  its  eastern  half  to  be  seized  by 
the  French.  On  no  account  should  the  Burmo- 
Chinese  Frontier  Convention  be  allowed  to  be 
ratified  until  it  has  been  made  public,  fully  diss- 
cused,  and  so  altered  as  to  be  advantageous  and 
not  disastrous  to  British  commerce. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  English  Bar,  held 
in  the  hall  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  on  April  7th,  was 
the  occasion  of  a  proposition  by  Mr.  Crump, 
Q.C.,  that  all  barristers  in  practice — of  whom 
there  are  said  to  be  not  more  than  1,000  or  1,500 
though  the  names  of  about  8,000  barristers  are 
borne  on  the  "  Law  List" — should,  as  in 
America  and  Scotland,  "  form  themselves  into 
an  oiganization,  having  at  their  head  a  council 
or  an  executive  committee  thoroughly  represen- 
tatives of  the  working  Bar,  and  especially  of  the 
junior  Bar.  The  result  would  be,"  according 
to  the  advocates  of  the  scheme,  "  that  they  would 
follow  on  the  lines  of  the  new  Bar  Association, 
taking  its  members  as  a  nucleus,  and  asking  the 
Bar  Committee  to  come  and  take  the  head  of 
that  body."  The  proposal  was  evidently  suggest- 
ed by  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  work  of 
the  present  Bar  Committee,  though  there  was  no 
idea  of  doing  away  with  that  body.  Sir  Henry 
James,  Sir  Richard  Webster,  Sir  Edward  Clarke 
and  other  magnates  of  the  Bar  opposed  the 
proposition,  and  moved  an  amendment,  "  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  whether 
the  constitution,  oiganization,  or  action  of  the 
Bar  Committee  can  be  improved,  and,  if  so,  in 
what  respect."  This  amendment  was  carried, 
and  it  was  subsequently  agreed,  "  that  such 
committee  consist  of  15  members,  five  lobe 
nominated  by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
esolution  (Mr.  Crump's  resolution),  five  by  the 
Bar  Committee,  and  five  by  the  law  officers, 
and  that  such  committee  report  to  a  meeting  of 
the  Bar  on  a  day  to  be  named  by  the  Attorney- 
General." 

We  take  the  following  from  The  Times : — 
Al    the    meeting    of  the   Royal  Geographical 
Society  held  on  Monday  evening  al  the  University 
of  London  a  paper  by  Mr.  St.  George  R.  Little- 
dale  was  lead.  , 

The  lecturer  said  that  he  and  Mrs.  Littledale  left 
England  in  January,  1893,  with  the  intention  of 
crossing  Asia  from  west  lo  easl,  filling  up  some 
blanks  in  the  map,  and  proem  ing  specimens  of 
the  wild  camel.  They  received,  as  usual,  the 
greatest  kindness  from  the  Russian  officials  in 
Centtal  Asia.  At  Kashgar  Mr.  Petrovsky  expres- 
sed great  anxiety  at  a  lady  attempting  such  a 
journey  and  tried  to  dissuade  Mrs.  Littledale  from 
ptoceeding.  After  put  chasing  neat  ly  two  pony- 
loads  of  silver  yaniboos  known  on  the  China 
coast  as  sycee  silvet,  they  ttavelled  in  cat  Is  to 
Km  la,  where  they  otganized  a  caravan  of  20 
ponies  and  40  donkeys  and  followed  the  liver 
Tarini  lo  Lob  Nor.  They  camped  by  the  Lob  Nor 
swamp,  but  found  ihe  water  too  salt  near  ihe  edge 
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0  dt  ink  ;  by  wading  mil  some  distance  they  weie 
'hie  to  get  some  just  drinkable.  Along  the  Ahyn 
ag,  as  fat  as  the  (ialochan  Bulak,  there  was  a 
ceiiain  amount  of  water  and  grazing,  Tins  wae 
the  point  where  the  great  Russian  traveller 
P.jevalsky  turned  back;  but  beyond  the  de- 
seit  was  of  an  appalling  nature,  hardly  any 
grass  whatever,  and  water  vet  y  scarce;  all  ihe 
men  suffered  greatly  from  ihiist,  and  lite  animals 
lost  flesh  rapidly  and  many  died.  Waler  as  a 
tule,  was  only  found  evet  y  second  day.  Mr.  Little- 
dale  in  this  district  shot  four  wild  camels.  They 
passed  an  embank ment  several  miles  in  length, 
which  it  was  difficult  to  account  for  unless  it  was 
a  continuation  of  the  Gieat  Wall  of  China  from 
Suphan,  200  miles  to  ihe  east.  At  Saiju  the 
Chinese  officials  weie  civil,  but  tried  to  pre- 
vent them  from  reluming  to  the  mountains. 
Colonel  Yule  in  his  book  questioned  the  accu- 
racy of  Maico  Polo's  statement  that  it  was  a 
month's  journey  from  Lob  Nor  lo  Saiju  ;  it  took 
Mr.  Littledale  exactly  30  days.  Mr.  Littledale 
found  his  own  way  over  the  mountains  by  a  pass 
and  reached  the  head  waters  of  the  Bahaiu  Gol. 
They  travelled  for  six  days  through  a  luxuriant 
grass  country  and  camped  on  the  shores  of  the 
Koko  Nor.  Another  13  days  found  them  at  Lan- 
chau,  where  they  disbanded  their  caravan.  Here 
some  China  Inland  missionaties  kindly  helped  them 
to  arrange  a  raft,  on  which  ihey  diifted  down  the 
Hoangho.  Soon  aftet  leaving  Lanchau  the  river 
dashes  through  a  narrow  gorge,  and  the  raft  had 
several  narrow  escapes  of  being  broken  up  ;  it  was 
knocked  out  of  shape  and  some  of  the  logs  were 
smashed.  Lower  down,  the  river  became  broader 
and  shallower,  and  they  changed  their  raft  for  a 
flat-bottomed  scow  and  reached  Bonto  in  25  days. 
At  Kwei-hwa-cheng  Mr.  Littledale  said  there  was 
a  colony  of  about  twenty-five  Swedish  girls  living 
alone.  They  had  been  sent  lo  out  China  through 
the  instrumentality  of  an  American;  these  poor 
ladies  were  exposed  to  daily  ribald  remarks 
in  the  streets;  it  was  terrible  to  think  what 
might  be  their  fate.  It  was  terrible  to  speak 
temperately  of  a  society  or  individual  which  in 
the  name  of  religion  lightly  took  upon  itself  the 
responsibility  of  sending  these  women  out  whole- 
sale to  a  country  like  China  and  when  there  left 
them  practically  without  chapeionage  or  protec- 
tion. It  would  hardly  be  ctedited  that  a  girl 
barely  speaking  a  word  of  the  language  would 
sometimes  be  sent  alone  with  a  Chinaman  several 
days'  journey  in  a  cart,  to  slay  in  a  town  where 
theie  might  or  might  nol  be  a  European.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Littledale  felt  very  sad  the  day 
Ihey  left  those  kind,  enthusiastic,  open-hearted 
Swedes.  On  September  27  they  passed  through 
the  Great  Wall  and  reached  Pekin  three  days  later. 

The  Times  has  an  excellent  laugh  at  Sir  W. 
W.  Harcourt.  In  his  position  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  leader  of  the  Lower  House, 
it  fell  to  that  statesman's  lot  to  announce  the 
Government's  decision  that  Uganda  should 
henceforth  be  administered  by  the  Crown.  Here 
is  what  The  Times  says  about  it : — 

Evet  y  good-natured  man  must  sympathize  with 
Sir  William  Harcourt's  reluctance  to  speak  about 
affairs  of  this  kind.  It  must  be  lemembered  that 
he  finds  himself  in  a  wholly  unprecedented  situa- 
tion. During  a  long  political  career  it  has  never 
hitherto  been  his  foitune  to  occupy  any  consider- 
able post  under  a  Prime  Minister  who  took  a  con- 
stant and  lively  interest  in  Impet  ial  affairs.  It 
is  rather  hard  upon  him  lo  be  now  compelled  to 
give  his  mind  to  these  trivial  matters,  and  even  to 
find  money  for  the  advancement  of  Imperial  aims. 
He  is  learning  his  new  lesson  as  a  man  with 
his  rematkable  flexibility  cannot  fail  to  do  in  the 
long  1  an,  but  the  habits  of  a  life  are  not  lightly 
flung  aside.  He  do  doubt  honestly  meant  to  infot  m 
the  country  on  April  9th  what  the  Government 
intend  to  do,  but  the  unaccustomed  duty  could 
not  be  performed  without  fut  titer  preparation. 
On  April  12th  he  got  so  far  as  to  make  a  very  stiff 
and  formal  little  statement 'to  the  effect  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  determined  to  esta- 
blish a  regular  administration  in  Uganda,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  declare  a  British  Protectorate.  It 
evidently  cost  him  an  effort,  but  he  may  be  assur- 
ed that  we  all  appreciate  the  heroism  with  which 
he  made  it.  Discussion,  as  everyone  will  teadily 
understand,  would  have  been  too  much  for  him  after 
such  a  strain.  His  request  for  postponement  was 
natural  and  not  unmanly.  Lord  Rosebery,  com- 
bining respect  for  the  House  of  Lords  with  delicate 
consideration  for  his  colleague,  made  an  identical 
announcement  in  another  place.  But,  as  he  is 
accustomed  to  face  our  Impeiial  responsibilities 
he,  of  course,  did  not  show  any  signs  of  distress.  ' 
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THE  LATEST  PHASE  OF  THE  PAR- 
LIAMENTARY STRUGGLE. 
 *  

NO  political  party  in  Japan  to-day,  no 
section  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, openly  supports  the  Government.  Va- 
riousexplanations,more  orless  subtle,  have 
been  given  of  this  remarkably  wholesale 
hostility.  But  from  every  analysis  the  true 
reason,  as  we  venture  to  think,  has  been 
omitted.  That  reason  is  to  be  sought  in  a 
fact  peculiar  to  Japanese  politics  at  pre- 
sent :  not  one  of  the  so-called  political 
parties  enjoys  a  share  in  the  sweets  of 
office.  In  other  countries  the  party  in 
opposition  alone  is  excluded  from  the  ad- 
ministration. Here,  all  are  excluded. 
Therefore  all  alike  are  interested  in  pull- 
ing down  the  Government.  Were  this 
community  of  sentiment  alone  consulted, 
virtually  the  entire  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  be  found  voting  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Cabinet.  Such  a  signal 
result  is  precluded,  however,  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  anxious  as  the  various 
parties  are  to  overthrow  the  Government, 
they  are  equally  anxious  to  prevent  each 
other  from  sharing  in  the  operation  ; 
equally  anxious,  in  short,  to  overthrow  each 
other.  Their  mutual  antipathies  incapa- 
citate them  for  any  united  demonstration. 
Hence  it  was  that  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  introduced  by  the  Six  Sections  of 
the  Opposition  failed  to  obtain  a  majority. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  the  opponents  of 
the  Address  introduced  a  Resolution 
censuring  the  Government's  action  in  dis- 
solving the  House  of  Representatives, 
they,  in  turn,  found  arrayed  against  them 
the  men  whose  measure  they  had  defeated 
on  the  preceding  day.  Thus  the  Resolu- 
tion also  failed  to  pass.  So  did  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Six  Sections.  A 
curious  piece  of  parliamentary  tactics  was 
that  amendment.  The  original  Resolu- 
tion ran  as  follows  : — 

Whereas,  tlie  Government  ordered  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  261I1 
year  of  Meiji  in  its  fifth  session,  befoie  the  House 
had  had  an  oppoitunity  to  express  its  opinion,  and 
whereas  the  Government  did  not  publicly  an- 
nounce  the  reason  of  the  dissolution,  therefore  it 
is  hereby  resolved  that  the  Government's  pro- 
cedure with  regard  to  the  dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  its  fifth  session  was  improper 
and  unconstitutional. 

The  amendment  was  this  : — 

Whereas,  the  procedure  of  the  present  Cabinet 
is  wrong  and  improper,  therefore,  this  House  re- 
solves that  it  cannot  place  confidence  in  the  pr  e- 
sent  Cabinet. 

The  original  Resolution  condemned  one 
specific  act ;  the  amendment  condemned 
the  whole  procedure  of  the  Government. 
The  introducers  of  the  amendment  thus 
sought  to  retrieve  the  defeat  of  the  Ad- 
dress to  the  Throne.  Could  they  have 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  House  to  pass 
a  sweeping  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Government,  the  object  of  the  Address 
would  have  been  virtually  achieved.  But 
the  members  who  had  voted  against  the 
Address,  detecting  this  obvious  ruse,  voted 
also  against  the  amendment.  Then  by  way 
of  retaliation  the  others  voted  against  the 


Resolution.  In  this  way  a  kind  of  see- 
saw was  set  up.  Both  sides  would  have 
been  glad  to  deal  the  Government  a  fatal 
blow,  but  neither  could  agree  to  let  the 
other  participate  in  the  act,  and  since  their 
strength  was  pretty  evenly  balanced,  while 
a  party  of  Independents  numerically  few, 
Ibut  yet  sufficient  to  turn  the  scale,  held 
themselves  always  in  readiness  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  measure  in  the  nature 
of  an  ultimatum,  it  resulted  that  all  the 
House's  animosity  against  the  Government 
became  impotent.  Naturally,  practical 
politicians  grew  impatient  of  such  help- 
lessness. Especially  intolerable  must  it 
have  seemed  to  them  that  while  all 
were  agreed  in  resenting  the  dissolution 
of  the  last  House  of  Representatives, 
even  that  simple  fact  could  not  be  placed 
on  record.  An  exit  from  the  dilemma  was 
found  on  the  19th  instant.  Among  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  there  is  an 
Article  providing  for  the  resuscitation  of  a 
measure  which,  though  once  rejected, 
embodies  a  principle  endorsed  by  the 
House.  This  somewhat  peculiar  Article 
is  worth  quoting  verbatim  : — 

When  although  an  amended  Bill  and  the  01  igiual 
Bill  both  fail  to  obtain  a  majority  vote,  the  House 
is  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  the  measure  in 
question  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  appoint  a  Special  Committee  and  entiust 
it  with  the  duty  of  preparing  another  Bill  for  re- 
newed deliberation. 

Here  was  a  way  out  of  the  impasse  in 
which  the  various  parties  found  them- 
selves. They  were  unquestionably  agreed 
that  the  Government  ought  to  be  censured 
for  dissolving  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, yet  they  had  rejected  a  Resolution 
in  that  sense,  and  nothing  remained  for 
them  now  but  to  appoint  a  Committee 
and  have  a  new  Resolution  framed. 
Even  that  resource,  however,  required 
a  measure  of  agreement  and  the  neces- 
sary rapprochement  was  not  effected 
without  difficulty.  When  the  House  met 
on  the  19th,  Mr.  KANMUCHI,  a  member 
whose  proposals  are  always  listened  to 
with  respect,  moved  that  such  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  resuscitate  in  an 
altered  form  the  resolution  thrown  out  the 
preceding  day.  Then  the  House  did  a 
curious  thing.  It  took  a  recess  of  an  hour 
and  a  half  in  order,  avowedly,  that  the 
leaders  of  the  various  parties  might  con- 
fer about  this  proposal.  Nothing  could 
more  forcibly  illustrate  the  exceptional 
character  of  Japanese  politics.  Fancy 
the  House  of  Commons  in  Westminster 
adjourning  to  the  lobbies  and  commitee- 
rooms  in  order  that  Mr.  BALFOUR,  Mr. 
Redmond,  Mr.  Goschen,  Dr.  Tanner, 
Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  and  Mr. 
LABOUCHERE  might  consult  as  to  what 
course  their  respective  parties  should  pur- 
sue about  a  Resolution  introduced  by  Mr. 
JOHN  MORLEY.  The  thing  is  inconceiv- 
able, yet  it  is  precisely  what  the  Japanese 
House  of  Representatives  did  last  Satur- 
day, and  did  successfully,  for  on  re-assem- 
bling after  the  recess,  Mr.  KANMUCHl's 


proposal  was  voted  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  and  a  Committee  of  18  was 
immediately  appointed  to  re-draft  the  re- 
jected Resolution.  The  Committee  set 
about  its  task  the  same  evening.  It  pre- 
pared the  following  resolution  which  will 
doubtless  be  passed  by  the  House  to-day : — 

Whereas  this  House  considers  that  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Fifth 
Session  and  the  failure  to  furnish  any  explanation 
of  the  act  were  unconstitutional  measures,  there- 
fore, this  House  cannot  place  confidence  in  the 
procedure  of  the  Government  so  far  as  concerns 
the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
its  Fifth  Session. 

Immediately  after  the  appointment  of  the 
above  Committee  there  came  up  for  dis- 
cussion an  Address  to  the  Throne  intro- 
duced by  the  Radical  Party.  This  Ad- 
dress would  certainly  have  fared  like  its 
predecessor  had  it  been  submitted  to  the 
mutual  animosities  of  the  various  parties. 
But,  it  too,  was  handed  to  the  Committee — 
which,  we  may  mention,  consists  of  an 
equal  number  of  Radicals  and  of  the  Six 
Sections'  combination — so  that  we  may 
now  look  forward  to  the  passing  of  an 
Address  less  moderate  in  tone  than  that 
drafted  by  the  Radicals,  but  a  good  deal 
more  moderate  than  that  proposed  by  the 
Six  Sections.  The  various  parties  have 
thus  found  a  way  of  marching  hand  in 
hand  to  the  attack  of  the  Government. 
We  shall  not  venture  to  predict  the  issue. 


THE  RESOLUTION  ABOUT  DIS- 
SOLUTION. 
 ♦  

THE  House  of  Representatives  has  pas- 
sed a  Resolution  that  faithfully  reflects 
the  perplexity  of  the  members.  Influ- 
enced as  the  great  majority  of  them  are 
by  a  desire  to  attack  the  Government, 
they  differ  so  radically  in  their  political 
creeds  that  really  combined  action  is  im- 
possible, and  out  of  this  conflict  of  incli- 
nation and  potentiality  there  has  emerged 
a  measure  equally  incomprehensible  to  its 
drafters  and  its  supporters.  What  the 
House  means  by  declaring  that  it  cannot 
repose  confidence  in  a  specific  act  of  the 
Government  that  took  place  last  December, 
we  can  not  comprehend.  Want  of  con- 
fidence in  a  Cabinet  means,  according  to 
the  every-day  acceptation  of  the  term, 
that  the  Cabinet's  future  acts  are  not 
trusted,  but  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  placed  on  record  the  curious  declara- 
tion that  it  has  no  confidence  in  something 
done  by  the  Cabinet  five  months  ago.  The 
fact  is  that  the  Opposition  laboured  under 
an  embarrassing  necessity.  They  had  to 
devise  some  step  vindicating  their  proce- 
dure about  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement  last 
session,  but  they  knew  perfectly  well  that 
no  step  in  the  nature  of  an  avowed  vindi- 
cation could  hope  to  obtain  a  majority  in 
the  House.  Thus  they  were  driven  to 
take  refuge  in  a  Resolution  worded  in  such 
a  manner  that  no  one  can  be  sure  what  it 
really  signifies  ;  a  Resolution  that  may 
consequently  be  interpreted  in  the  sense 
desired  by  the  Opposition  if  only  suffi- 


cient  good  will  bo  brought  to  the  task 
of  interpreting  it.    A  very  poor  consola 
tion    truly   is   this    recourse    to  studied 
vagueness.     To  grudge  it  to  politicians 
in  such  a  tight  place  would  be  churlish. 
The   Government,  of   course,    will  take 
no  notice  of  the  Resolution.    They  dis 
solved  the  House  because  it  was  on  the 
eve  of  passing  a   Representation  calcu- 
lated   to    create    an   evil   impression  in 
foreign  countries  by  suggesting  the  erro 
neous  inference  that  the  people  of  Japan 
are  hostile  to  foreigners  and  desirous  of 
keeping  them  at  a  distance.    It  was  to 
save  the  nation   from  an  implication  so 
injurious  that  the  constituencies  were  ap 
pealed  to,  and  the  constituencies  have  re 
sponded  to  the  appeal  by  returning  a 
House  that  dares  not  revive  in  any  form 
the  measure  so  stoutly    advocated  last 
December.    The  Government's  action  is 
amply   vindicated  by   its   results.  The 
EMPEROR'S  advisers  can  afford  to  ignore 
resolutions  as  inconsequential  as  they  are 
unintelligible 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENTA  T1V&S. 

  •»  

TT  is  plain  that  the  new  President  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  has  not 
succeeded  in    winning   confidence.  His 
action  since  he  was  raised  to  the  Chair 
has  created  the  impression  that  party  feel 
ing  strongly  sways  his  conduct.    At  no 
time  in  the  history  of  Japanese  parliamen 
tary  institutions  has  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives been  so  little  under  control, 
a  fact  in  itself  suggestive  of  the  light  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  chair  is  regarded 
by  the  members.    The  first  exhibition  of 
the  President's  incompetence  or  partiality 
was  afforded   when  Count  ITO  delivered 
his  important  speech  in  the  House  on  the 
l6th  instant.    Not  the  least  effort  was 
made  by  Mr.  KusUMOTO  to  check  the 
interruptions  indulged  in  by  the  members, 
or  to  put  an  end  to  the  disorder  that 
reigned  in  the  House.    We  can  scarcely 
imagine  that  a  man  who  has  sat  in  the 
House  since  its  first  assembly  and  who  has 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  witnessing  the 
impartial  presidency  of  Messrs.  Nakajima 
and  HoSHl,  can  be  in  any  doubt  as  to  what 
is  meant  by  holding  the  members  suffici 
ently  in  control  to  ensure  for  each  speaker 
a  fair  hearing.    Must  we  not  conclude, 
then,  that  in  allowing  such  turbulent  and 
continuous  interruption  of  Count  Ito's 
speech,  the   President  played    into  the 
hands  of  his  Party  instead  of  obeying  the 
dictates  of  duty?    The  most  charitable 
construction  to  put  on  his  conduct  would 
be  that  he  does  not  possess  the  qualities 
requisite  for  discharging   such  onerous 
functions.    But  that  is  not  the  view  taken 
by  his  own  countrymen.    Certainly  no 
such  excuse  can  be  found  for  his  action  on 
the   17th  instant,   when  he  allowed  Mr. 
Ozaki  Yukio  to  address  the  House  after 
the  closure  had  been  duly  moved  and 


seconded.    One  of  the  clearest  points  of 
Japanese  Parliamentary  procedure  is  lh 
article  in  the  Standing  Orders  with  n 
In  ence  to  the  closure.    It  is  there  plainly 
laid  down  that  so  soon  as  the  closure  is 
moved  and  seconded,  the  President  must 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  without  allow 
ing  the  debate  to  proceed  any  further 
The  closure  was  duly  moved  and  seconded 
at  a  certain  point  in  the  debate  on  the 
Opposition's  Address  to  the  Throne  on 
the  17th  instant,  yet  the  President,  without 
putting  the  closure  to  the  vote,  allowed  Mr 
Ozaki  Yukio,  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Kaishin-to,  to  ascend  the  rostrum  and 
deliver  a  long  speech  in  support  of  the 
Address.    It  is  of  course  conceivable  that 
the  President  may  have  extended  per 
mission  to  Mr.  Ozaki  before  the  moving 
of  the  closure.    But  that  is  not  the  view 
taken  by  his  own  countrymen.    An  amend 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  INUGAI  Kl  on  the 
18th  instant  is  quoted  by  the  Nichi  Nick 
Skimbun  as  another  instance  of  the  Pre 
sident's  partiality.     The  original  motion 
condemned  a  specific  act  of  the  Cabinet's 
the  amendment  declared  that  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  Cabinet  being  wrong  and 
improper,  the  Ministry  had  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  House.    We  do  not  our 
selves  perceive  that  such  an  amendment 
was  out  of  order,  but  a  section  of  th< 
members  did  so  consider  it,  and  the  pre 
vious    question     was    duly    moved  and 
seconded.     But  the  President  declined  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  ruled  the 
amendment  to  be  in  order,  thus  playing 
into  the  hands  of  the  Opposition,  his  own 
Party.  Other  charges  are  preferred  against 
K  KUSUMOTO,  but  we  need  not  repro- 
duce them.     As  foreigners  we  are  not 
concerned  in  Japanese  party  politics.  But 
we  are  concerned  in  the  story  of  the 
Japanese  Diet,  since  it  constitutes  an  in- 
cident  of  the  greatest  interest    in  the 
development  of  parliamentary  institutions 
generally.     Whatever  may  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Japanese 
system,  it  is  quite  plain  that  the  system  is 
evolving  one  most  objectionable  charac- 
teristic: the  President  of  the   House  of 
Representatives  is  becoming  a  mere  party 
leader.    Nothing  could  have  been  franker 
than  the  nature  of  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion on  the  12th  instant.     It  was  essenti- 
ally a  party  affair—though  a  few  of  the 
members  appear  to  have  regarded  it  other- 
wise— and  its  result  was  regarded  as  a 
victory  by  the  Opposition.     How  can  we 
reasonably  expect  that  a  human  being 
with  strong  party   proclivities,   who  has 
acted  for  years  as  a  party  leader,  wil; 
suddenly  divest  himself  of  all  his  highly 
coloured  political  garments  and  don  the 
white  raiment  of  justice  and  impartiality 
so  soon  as  he  is  raised,  by  his  Party's 
efforts,    to    a   position    of   honour  and 
strength,  the  functions  of  which  may  be 
exercised  in  a  manner  highly  conducive  to 
his  Party's  advantage  ?    We  imagine  that 
the  Presidential  question  is  likely  to  thrust 
itself  into  the  foreground  of  parliamentary 
reform  in  Japan  ere  many  years  have 
passed. 


IT  is  useless  to  attempt  to  disguise  the- 
fact  that  the  recent  outbreak  of  epide- 
mic disease  in  Canton  and  Hongkong  may, 
possibly,  prove  of  very  grave  importance. 
There  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  malady  is  a  severe  form  of  the  Plague, 
a    pestilence    that    has    perhaps  caused 
more  deaths  than  any  other  of  the  great 
epidemic  sicknesses  which  affect  the  human 
race.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  Plague  has 
been,   practically,   unknown   in  civilized 
countries  for  nearly  a  hundred  years,  it 
has  come  to  be  regarded  as  of  interest 
only  in  a  historical  sense.    It  is,  conse- 
quently, somewhat  startling,  in  these  days 
of  rapid  intercourse  and  mundane  homo- 
geneity, to  find  it  appearing  at  a  com- 
mercial centre,  in  so  malignant  a  type 
that  it  has  already  earned  the  mediaeval 
title  of  "The  Black  Death." 

From  the  sixth  to  the  eighteenth  cen- 
turies, the  Plague  was  the  terror  of  Europe, 
where  it  raged    at  frequently  recurring 
periods  with  a  violence  that  is  appalling 
even  in  description.    De  Foe's  "Journal 
of  a  Citizen,"  founded  upon  the  recollec- 
tions of   those  who  had   witnessed  the 
horrors  of  the  Great  Plague  of  London  in 
1665-66,  while  not  to  be  taken  as  accurate 
in  historical  detail,  presents  a  most  real- 
istic picture  of  a  typical  epidemic  of  this 
disease  and  is  confirmed  by  contemporary 
records.    From  1800  to  the  middle  of  the 
century,  the  Plague  was   several  times 
severely  prevalent  in  the  countries  about 
the  eastern  end  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
made  isolated  and  brief  appearances  at 
several  points  on  the  more  western  shores 
of  that  sea,  being   there   eradicated  by 
prompt  and   severe   sanitary  measures. 
Arabia  and  Persia  suffered  from  violent 
epidemics  at  various  dates  from  1853  to 
1878,  the  latter  year  being  that  of  the  last 
known  outbreak  of  Plague  upon  European 
soil.    This  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Astrakhan,  on  the  western  bank  of  the 
lower  Volga.     Most  active  proceedings 
were  at  once  taken  by  the  Russian  Go- 
vernment,  including  the  stationing  of  a 
triple  cordon  of  troops  around  the  infect- 
ed district,  and  the  disease  was  quickly 
stamped  out.    It  is  an  indication  of  the 
estimation  in  which  this  malady  in  held 
by  those  best  qualified  to  judge  of  such 
matters,  that  sanitarians  throughout  the 
world  betrayed  the  deepest  interest  in 
this  comparatively  trifling  epidemic  at  a 
remote   point,   and   that  all  the  leading 
nations  of  Europe  promptly  despatched 
scientific  commissions  to  the  spot;  these, 
however,  arriving  too  late  for  advantage- 
ous investigation.   It  was  formerly  thought 
that  the  great  river  Indus  strictly  limited 
the  eastern  extension  of  the  Plague.  This 
idea  undoubtedly  arose  from  the  paucity 
of  information  regarding  the  Far  East,  for 
it  is  now  well  known  that  the  disease  has 
several  times  been  epidemic  in  different 
provinces  of  northern  India,  and  that,  on 
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at  least  two  occasions  in  the  past,  it 
swept  through  China  with  a  besom  of 
destruction.  An  old  Russian  chronicle, 
in  fact,  declares  that  the  cycle  of  epide- 
mics which  ravaged  Europe  in  the  four- 
teenth century,  originated  on  Chinese 
soil.  Plague  has  been  known  to  exist  in 
Yunnan,  for  some  years  past,  and  has  been 
severely  prevalent  in  Pakhoi  more  than 
once,  and  is  now  epidemic  there.  It  seems 
probable  that,  from  Yunnan  or  Pakhoi,  the 
disease  reached  Canton,  by  commercial 
routes,  early  in  March  of  this  year. 

The  Plague,  described  non-technically, 
is  an  acute  fever,  infectious   and  conta- 
gious as  well  ;  that  is,  caused  by  a  special 
poison  which  is  propagated  in  the  bodies 
of  the  sick,  and,  perhaps,  in  favouring  con- 
ditions, outside  of  them  also ;  and  which 
is  capable  of  being  directly  communicated 
from  man  to  man.      It  is  accompanied  by 
evidences  of  intense  blood-poisoning,  such 
as  swelling  and  abscess  of  the  glands  of 
the  arm-pit  and  groin,  this  being  its  most 
distinctive  symptom  ;  carbuncles,  haemor 
rhages  under  the  skin,  and,  sometimes 
from  internal  organs,  and  by  great  pro- 
stration of  strength.     It  is  fatal  to  a  very 
large  proportion  of  those  attacked,  after  a 
period  which  may  be  measured  by  hours 
only.    The  symptoms  of  the  disease  are 
so  peculiar  and  characteristic  that  its  re- 
cognition is  easy,  even  at  its  first  appear 
ance,  which  is  not  necessarily  the  case  as 
regards  certain  other  epidemic  maladies. 

While  deprecating  any  needless  alarm, 
the  writer  feels  that  some  knowledge  of 
the  kind  and  extent  of  the  present  danger, 
and  of  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  its 
minimization  or  avoidance,  should  be  made 
public,  and  that  it  is  certainly  not  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  deny  or  underrate  the  exist 
ing  peril. 

The  laws  of  epidemic  disease  in  general 
are  now  far  better  understood  than  in  even 
the  immediate  past;   their  causes,  both 
essential  and  exciting,   are,  in  a  degree, 
recognized  ;  and  some  means  of  their  pre 
vention  are  known.  As  regards  cholera,  for 
instance,  we  no  longer  find  the  unreason 
ing  terror,  which  formerly,  among  even  the 
intelligent  and  educated  accompanied  its 
then  mysterious  invasions.    The  method 
by  which  it  spreads  is  known,  we  are  ac 
quainted  with  the  habitat  of  its  infection, 
and  are  familiar  with  the  precautions  ad 
visable  and  generally  effective. 

Now  while  we  have,  unfortunately,  no 
such  complete  knowledge  of  the  Plague 
as  we  have  of  cholera,  we  do  know  some- 
thing about  it ;  sufficient  to  enable  us  to 
predict,  with  reasonable  certainty,  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  will  spread  and 
become  malignant,  and  to  roughly  define 
the  conditions  that  imply  danger  to 
those  brought  in  contact  with  it,  as  well 
as  the  means  likely  to  prove  useful  for 
avoiding  its  attack,  either  upon  the  in 
dividual  or  the  community.  The  infre- 
quency  with  which  Plague  has  appeared 
epidemically,  in  recent  times,  but,  still 


more,    the    remoteness    and  uncivilized 
character  of  the  regions  in  which  it  has 
occurred,  have  not  allowed  of  the  study 
of  this  disease  in  the  light  of  modern 
scientific  discoveries.    We  do  know,  how- 
ever, that,  like  most  other  grave  epidemic 
diseases,  it  is  one  of  nature's  punishments 
for  filthy  habits.    That  it  was  the  curse  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  cities  of  Europe  were,  at  that  time, 
filthy  and  insanitary   to  an  extent  only 
comparable  with  the  condition  of  some  of 
the  towns    of  Asia  at   the  present  day. 
Filth  is  the  great  factor  in  the  development 
and  increase  of  epidemic  disease ;  but, 
having  begun  in  a  crowded  and  dirty  en- 
vironment,  and  progressed  to  epidemic 
extent,  the  infection  often  seems  to  be- 
come so  intense  as  to  tend  to  overleap  its 
natural   boundaries,   and   to  attack  with 
greater  or  less  violence   those  living  in 
far  better  circumstances.     From   this  it 
follows  that,  even  were  we  disposed  to 
ignore  the  existence  of  an  epidemic  among 
the  poor  and  ignorant,  self-preservation 
would  forbid  such  an  inhuman  course. 

We  know  too,  that,  although  Plague  is 
one  of  the  most  infectious  of  diseases,  the 
activity  of  its  infection  varying  with  the 
type  of  the  outbreak,  whether  this  be  mild 
or  severe,  a  more  or  less  prolonged  ex 
posure  in  the  atmosphere  surrounding  the 
sick  is  generally  necessary  to  its  con- 
traction.    While  the  old  ideas  as  to  its 
contagious  character  were  therefore  ex 
aggerated,  to  deny  its  great  infectiousness 
is  absurd.    We  do  not  know   the  exact 
nature  of  the  infection  of  Plague,  perhaps 
from  the  lack  of  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  the   subject,  as  already  noted 
All    analogy,  nevertheless,   points,  with 
a  probability  amounting  to  certainty,  to 
the  death-dealing  family  of  the  microbes 
as  furnishing  its  essential  element, 
is  rather  surprising,  then,  to  find  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Sanitary  Board  of  Hongkong 
assuming  that  the  disease  depends  upon 
a  purely  chemical  poison  rather  than  on 
one  of  parasitic  nature,  nor  do  we  believe 
that  the  facts  afford   his  hypothesis  the 
least  support.     There    is  the  strongest 
ground  for  supposing  that  the  infection  of 
the  Plague  is  capable  of  adhering  to  in- 
animate objects,  such  as  clothing,  furs, 
bedding,  and  furniture,  and  that  it  may  be 
thus  carried  to  a  considerable  distance. 
The  lower  animals  are  subject   to  the 
attack  of  the  disease,  though  chiefly  the 
domestic  species  and  those  which  hang 
about  human  habitations,  especially  rats. 
The  latter  often  die  by  thousands  at  the 
very  beginning  of  an  epidemic,  as  has 
already  been  noted  in  Canton  ;  a  fact  that 
lends  some  colour  to  the  suggestion  that 
the  disease  poison  finds  a  breeding  place 
in  the  soil,  as  well  as  in  the  human  body  ; 
for  rats  are  burrowing  animals. 

Climatic  conditions  have  much  influence 
upon  the  development  of  the  Plague.  It 
is  very  rarely  prevalent  in  cold  weather, 
though  there  have  been  marked  excep- 


tions to  this  rule.    Again,  a  very  high 
temperature,  especially  when  accompanied 
by  dryness  of  air  and  soil,  is  decidedly 
inimical  to  it  spread,  often  causing  it  to 
disappear.    On  the  other  hand,  moisture 
is  recognized  as  especially  favouring  the 
epidemic  prevalence  of  Plague,  and  this 
fact  suggests  an  enquiry  as  to  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  sanitary   authorities  of 
Hongkong  base  their  confident  predic- 
tion that  rain  will  speedily  eradicate  the 
disease.    It  is  true  that  a  small  portion  of 
the   filth,    so   characteristic   of  Chinese 
quarters,  might  be  removed  by  the  natural 
flushing  of    their  very    incomplete  and 
almost    useless    drains;  but   this  alone 
would  be  but  ineffective  sanitation.    As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  had  been  four  days  of 
copious  rain  just  prior  to  the  despatch  of 
the  latest  official  telegram  from  Hongkong, 
dated  May  20th,  but  the  disease  was  far 
from  abating.     Considering  the,  at  least 
possible,  importance  of  this  outbreak  of 
disease,  which  began  in  Canton  in  March, 
_.nd  the  existence  and  nature  of  which 
should  have  been,  if  it  was  not,  speedily 
known  to  the  authorities  of  Hongkong, 
it  is  somewhat  remarkable  to  find  the  first 
recorded  action  of  the  Sanitary  Board,  as 
regards  this  subject,  takingplace  only  about 
May  roth;  after  the  disease  had  attain- 
ed a  firm  hold  in  the  colony.     There  may 
be  sufficient  reasons  for  this  seemingly 
culpable  delay,  but  they  are  not  apparent, 
and  such  procrastination  is  in  harmony 
with  what  has  several  times  occurred  as 
regards  outbreaks  of  cholera. 

Having  thus  briefly  reviewed  the  history 
and  best  ascertained  facts  as  to  the  nature 
of  Plague,  let  us  consider  the  means  which 
should  be  adopted  for  its  mitigation  and 
prevention.    We  would  here  accentuate 
the  importance  of  filth,  and  over-crowding, 
in  the  development  of  Plague  to  epidemic 
proportions,  the  infection  once  being  pre- 
sent.   Where  the  disease  already  exists, 
isolation  of  the  sick  and  the  most  thorough 
cleansing  and  disinfection  of  the  infected 
locality  should  be  at  once  enforced  ;  while 
persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  con- 
tagion should  be  watched  till  the  period 
of  danger  has  passed.    All  material  cap- 
able of  transmitting  infection,  which  has 
been  in  contact  with,  or  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of,  the  sick,  should  be  ruth- 
lessly destroyed  by  fire.    In  districts  not 
yet  attacked  but  presumably  in  danger, 
the  strictest  possible  measures  of  general 
sanitation  should  be  carried  out,  includ- 
ing drainage,  removal  and  destruction  of 
all  accumulations  of  filth,  prevention  of 
overcrowding,  ventilation  of  dwellings, 
and  improvement  of  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  very  poor.   The  state  of  things 
in  China  generally,  but  especially  in  its 
cities,  is,  unfortunately,  highly  favourable 
to  the  extension  of  any  pestilential  disease, 
and  measures  of  precaution  are  practically 
impossible,  save  at  the  open  ports;  but, 
in  these,  they  should  be  at  once  taken. 
So  far  as  Japan  is  concerned,  the  cleanly 
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personal  habits  of  the  people,  the  open 
arrangement  and  free  ventilation  of  the 
cities,  with  their  comparative  freedom  from 
the  pollution  of  accumulated  filth,  warrant 
the  hope  that,  even  should  the  malady,  by 
misadventure,  obtain  a  lodgment  on  out- 
shores,  its  control  and  .extermination  may 
not   prove  a  very   difficult  undertaking. 
In  view,  however,  of  the  limitations  of  our 
knowledge  as  to  the  laws  of  this  special 
epidemic  disease,  and  of  the  exact  nature 
and  virulence  of   its   infection,  it  seems 
to  the  writer   that   the  Government  of 
Japan  should  err  rather  in  the  direction  of 
excessive  precaution  than  in  the  opposite, 
and  should  make  all  other  interests  sub- 
servient to  that  of  protecting  its  people. 
Rigid  inspection  should  be  applied  to  all 
vessels  coming  from,  or  by  way  of,  in- 
fected ports  or  those  suspected    to  be 
infected,  and,  if  cases  of  illness  are  found 
presenting  symptoms  even  in  the  least 
degree  suspicious,  these  should  be  isolated 
and  watched.     The  ship  should,  mean- 
while, be  emptied  of  all  passengers  and 
crew,  and  these  detained  under  observa- 
tion for  not  less  than  eight  full  days  after 
the  d  isease  has  ceased  to  appear;  and 
the  vessel  thoroughly  and  by  preference 
repeatedly  disinfected.    All  baggage  and 
cargo  of  such    a  nature  as    to    be  the 
possible   carriers  of  infection,  should  be 
disinfected  by  heat,  and  such  material  as 
has  been  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  sick,  destroyed  by  fire.   The  bodies 
of  those  dying  of  the  disease  should  be 
promptly  cremated.    Should  the  disease 
appear  on  shore,  scarcely  any  measures 
for  its    repression  can   be   deemed  too 
severe.     Even  the  so-called  "shot-gun" 
quarantine  is  here,  if  anywhere,  warrant- 
ed, both  by  the  imminence  and  magnitude 
of  the  danger,  and  by  the  fact  that  the 
method  of  transmission  of    the  disease, 
by  personal  contact,  renders  it  far  more 
likely  to  be  effective,  than  in  the  case  of 
other  diseases,    not    so   transmitted,  to 
which  "shot-gun"  quarantee  it  has  been 
applied.     There  are  many  instances  on 
record  in  which  the  Plague  has  been  ar- 
rested by  a  military  cordon,  after  other 
means  had  failed.     I  am  well  aware  that 
the    consensus    of    opinion   of  modern 
sanitarians  is  against  measures  of  exces- 
sive   stringency  ;    but    modern  sanitary 
science  has  not  as  yet  had  to  deal  with 
the  enemy  in  question,  which  appears  to 
be,  in  many  respects,  sui generis.    It  was 
experience  of  the  efficacy  of  severe  mea- 
sures in  the  control  of  this  disease  that 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  strict,  and, 
individually   considered,    often  actually 
cruel,  quarantines  of  the  Mediterranean 
ports,  which  have  scarcely  yet  been  abo- 
lished, despite  the  fact  that  through  im- 
proved sanitation  the  protected  places  no 
longer  invite  the  invasion  of  the  pestilence. 
The  general  measures  of  sanitary  value 
which  should  be  employed  have  already 
been  indicated.    So  far  as  individual  pre- 
caution goes,  contact  with  the  disease 


should  be  avoided  by  all  whose  duty  does 
not  compel  them  to  deal  with  it  ;  the  or- 
dinary mode  of  life,  if  correct  and  health- 
ful, should  be  pursued  as  usual,  and  all 
needless  alarm  discouraged. 

While  thus  outlining  the  procedure 
believed  to  be  advisable  in  the  present 
emergency,  and  the  conditions  which 
may  grow  out  of  it,  the  writer  would  add 
that  long  experience  in  working  with  the 
sanitary  officers  of  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment, and  a  considerable  familiarity  with 
their  aims,  methods,  and  results,  enable 
him  to  assure  the  public  that  no  effort  will 
be  spared  to  protect  the  country  against 
the  threatened  evil,  and  that  such  measures 
as  seem  in  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge most  likely  to  be  effectual  for  this 
end,  will  be  promptly,  carefully,  and  in- 
telligently enforced. 

Stuart  Eldridge,  M.D. 


IMPERIAL  DIET. 
 ♦  

SATURDAY,  MAY  19. 

HOUSE   OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.25  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1 — Government  Bill  for  amending  the  Law  relating  to  Lost 
Articles. 

3. — Government  Bill  for  supplementing  the  Pension  Regulations. 
3. — Representation  relating  to  the  Establishment  of  an  Iron 
Foundry. 

Mr.  Matsuoka,  Vice-Minister  of  Home  Affairs, 
explained  that  the  proposed  amendments  of  the 
Lost  Articles  Law  were  of  undoubted  practical 
necessity,  the  Law  not  having  been  altered  since 
the  time  of  its  promulgation  in  1877. 

The  Bill  was  handed  to  a  Special  Committee 
of  9  nominated  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu  introduced  the  Bill  for 
supplementing  the  Pension  Regulations.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  Regulations,  Headmen  of 
of  Districts  and  Divisions  (Gun  Ku-cho),  not 
having  been  classed  as  officials  until  the  year 
1883  (June),  were  unable  to  count  their  service 
prior  to  that  time  for  pension  records.  But  in 
truth  they  were  officials  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. Moreover,  the  Secretaries  of  District 
and  Divisional  offices,  though  inferior  in  rank 
to  the  Headmen,  were  classed  as  officials  and 
were  entitled  to  count  their  service  prior  to  1883 
for  pension  purposes.  Thus  a  great  injustice 
was  done  to  the  Headmen.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  was  to  remedy  that 
injustice  by  empowering  the  Headmen  to  count 
their  service  prior  to  1883. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Representation  relating  to  an  Iron  Foun- 
dry was  then  read  : — 

Whereas,  the  country  has  urgent  need  of  an  Iron 
Foundry  alilce  foi  economical  and  military  reasons, 
therefore  this  House  trusts  that  the  Governme-nt 
will  take  immediate  steps  for  the  establishment  of 
such  a  foundry. 

Baron  Ozawa  Takeo  introduced  the  Repre- 
sentation. The  country,  he  said,  had  purchased 
12^-  million  yen  worth  of  manufactured  iron 
from  abroad  annually,  according  to  the  average 
of  the  past  five  years,  and  its  needs  iu  the  future 
must  be  still  greater.  He  need  not  dwell  on 
the  desirability  of  substituting  domestic  material 
if  possible,  nor  need  he  point  out  how  impera- 
tive it  was  from  a  military  point  of  view  to  be 
independent  of  foreign  countries  in  the  matter 
of  material  for  ship-building  and  the  manu- 
facture of  arms  and  armour.  Expert  investiga- 
tions had  shown  that  plenty  of  iron  existed  in 
Japan,  and  if  only  the  means  to  manufacture  it 
were  provided  Japan  might  not  only  become 
self-supplying,  but  also  might  export  to  China 
and  Korea.  It  seemed  hopeless  to  abandon 
the  enterprise  to  private  effort.  The  State  must 
take  it  up. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Kato  Hiroyuki,  Baron  Ozawa 


said  that  when  he  spoke  of  national  indrpen- 
dence  in  this  context,  lie  meant  thai  arum  and 
munitions  of  war  need  not  be  procmed  abroad. 
As  to  the  quality  of  Japanese  manufactured 
iron,  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  its  In* 
ferioiily  to  the  imported  article,  and  as  to  the 
cost,  full  particulars  were  accessible  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
question. 

The  Minister  of  Stale  for  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  in  reply  to  questions,  said  that  the 
Investigation  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  report  on  this  subject  had  been  dissolved  at 
the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  in  consequence 
of  no  appropriation  having  been  made  in  the 
Budget  for  its  continuance.  The  original  idea 
had  been  that  the  Committee's  labours  would 
be  finished  before  the  end  of  the  26th  fiscal 
year,  but  they  had  not  been  finished,  and  an 
appropriation  would  be  asked  for  in  the  next 
Budget. 

Viscount  Naito  urged,  at  some  length,  the 
necessity  of  taking  decisive  steps  for  establishing 
a  Foundry  without  waiting  for  the  report  of  the 
Investigation  Committee. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Agriculture  and 
Commerce  said,  in  reply  to  questions,  that  it 
had  not  yet  been  found  possible,  for  financial 
reasons,  to  send  a  special  mission  to  China  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  Foundry  established  there,  but  informa- 
tion had  been  obtained  from  an  expert  and  em- 
dodied  in  a  report  which  might  be  handed  to 
the  members  if  they  wished.  It  appeared  that 
China  had  spent  i\  million  Taels  originally  on 
the  Foundry,  and  that,  if  he  remembered  aright, 
2  millions  more  had  been  subsequently  ex- 
pended and  the  site  chosen  was  understood  to 
be  unsuitable.  He  shared  the  view  held  by  the 
for  mer  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
that  the  enterprise  might  safely  be  left  to  private 
effort  if  State  aid  were  furnished  for  the  first  five 
or  six  years.  But  this  opinion  did  not  extend  to 
war  material.  It  would  be  necessary  that  some 
official  supervision  should  be  exercised  there. 

Viscount  Soga  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of 
placing  the  enterprise  under  State  direction, 
and  after  a  few  more  remarks  the  Home  adopt- 
ed the  Representation  by  a  large  majority. 

The  House  rose  at  12.05  P-m- 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.  — Address  to  the  Throne;  introduced  by  Mr.  Kataoka  Ken- 

kichi  and  others. 

2.  — Bill  for  Special  Re-assessment  of  the  Taxable  Value  of 

Land  ;  introduced  by  Mr.  Higashiwo  Heitaro  and  others. 

3.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Second-Hand  Articles  Dealers  Regu- 

lar ions  ;  introduced  by  Mr.  Mori  Toichiro. 

4.  — Bill  for  abolishing  the  Special  System  of  Local  Government 

in  the  case  of  Tokyo,  Kyoto,  and  Osaka;  introduced  by 
Mr.  Kato  Kiyemon. 
J.— Bill  for  supplementing  the  City  Government  System  ;  in- 
troduced  by  Mr.  Kato  Kiyemon. 

Mr.  Kanmuchi  Tamotsune  asked  leave  to 
introduce  an  urgency  motion  for  submitting  to 
a  Special  Committee  the  Resolution  proposed 
on  the  preceding  day  by  Mr.  Misaki  Kameno- 
suke,  with  reference  to  the  Dissolution  of  the 
last  House  of  Representatives.  Although  the 
Resolution  as  well  as  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Inugai  Ki  had  not  obtained  a  majority 
vote,  it  had  been  made  fplain  that  all  parties 
agreed  in  considering  the  Government's  pro- 
cedure improper.  The  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House  provided  that  when  a  measure 
failed  to  pass. in  the  form  submitted  to  the 
House,  it  might  be  entrusted  to  a  Special 
Committee  for  re-drafting  if  the  House  desired 
to  assert  the  principle  involved.  He  considered 
that  a  wise  and  suitable  course  in  the  present 
case,  so  that  tlte  views  of  the  House  might  find 
expression. 

At  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  members,  a 
brief  recess  was  taken  at  1.20  p.m.  to  enable 
the  various  political  parlies  to  hold  a  conference. 

The  House  re-assembled  at  3  o'clock,  and 
agreed  by  a  large  majority  to  change  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  purpose  of  debating  Mr. 
Kanmuchi's  urgency  motion. 

Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  extraordinary  precedent  that 
it  was  about  to  establish.  The  123rd  Article 
of  the  Standing  Orders  provided  that  when  a 
measure  as  well  as  its  amendments,  if  such 
were  proposed,  failed  to  pass  the  House,  a 
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similar  measure  could  not  again  be  submitted 
in  the  same  session.  The  Constitution  con- 
tained a  similar  provision.  They  were  therefore 
invited  to  violate  alike  their  own  rules  and  the 
Constitution.  If  they  passed  the  proposal  now 
before  them,  a  similar  course  might  be  pursued 
with  regard  to  any  Bill  hereafter. 

The  closure  was  moved  and  carried,  and  the 
House  passed  Mr.  Kanmuchi's  resolution, 
namely  : — 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  expression  lo  ilie  opi- 
nion entei  lained  by  this  House  with  reference  to 
the  Government's  conduct  in  dissolving  the  last 
House  of  Repiesentatives,  a  Special  Committee 
of  18,  nominated  by  the  President,  shall  be  en- 
trusted Willi  the  duty  of  drawing  up  a  Resolution. 

The  Address  to  the  Throne  was  then  read  as 
follows : — 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  THRONE  BY  THE  RADICAL  PARTY. 
May  it  please  Your  Majesty  — 
Your  Enlightened  and  August  Majesty,  on 
ascending  the  Throne,  was  so  gracious  as  to 
solemnly  make  five  vows  in  the  face  of  all  Your 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  to  the  end  that  both  the 
Authorities  and  the  people  might  cooperate,  as 
with  one  heart,  to  promote  the  successful  conduct 
of  Slate  affairs.  The  great  Impei  ial  Rescript  con- 
taining these  vows  stands  even  as  conspicuous  and 
firm  as  a  mountain.  Profoundly  impressed  with 
the  boundless  benevolence  of  Your  Majesty,  it 
has  always  been  during  many  years  our  constant 
and  never  ceasing  endeavour  to  contribute,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability,  our  humble  share  toward  the 
fulfilment  of  Your  Majesty's  gracious  intentions. 
The  Ministers  of  Slate,  on  the  other  hand,  have, 
of  late  yeais,  adopted  measures  at  variance 
with  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  nation, 
until,  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  Imperial  Diet, 
the  diffeience  of  views  between  the  Ministers 
of  Slate  and  us,  Your  Majesty's  humble 
servants,  became  so  great  that  we  ventured 
to  lepresent  to  Your  Majesty  our  inability 
to  work  any  longer  in  conceit  with  them.  Your 
Impei  ial  Majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  solemn 
vows  above  referred  lo,  was  pleased  to  issue 
a  gracious  Message  charging  both  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  of  State  and  Your  Majesty's 
humble  servants,  the  members  of  the  Imperial 
Diet,  to  labour  liai  moniously  for  the  consumma- 
tion of  Ihe  grand  objects  of  this  glorious  reign. 
Your  Majesty,  moreover,  was  pleased  especially 
to  order  ihe  Ministers  of  State  to  introduce  re- 
forms in  the  various  branches  of  the  Administra- 
tion. The  Ministers  of  State,  on  their  pait,  ill 
obedience  lo  Your  Majesty's  benevolent  com- 
mand, promised  to  bring  about,  by  the  fiflh  ses- 
sion of  the  Diet,  the  maintenance  of  official  dis- 
cipline, the  reduction  of  public  expenses,  and  the 
reform  of  ihe  Naval  Department.  Thereupon  the 
people  of  the  whole  countiy  rejoiced  exceedingly 
at  Your  Majesty's  gracious  condescension  in  ap- 
proving the  wishes  of  the  nation;  and  hoped  that 
the  fifth  session  of  the  Diet  would  bring  them  the 
promised  blessings.  The  Ministers  of  State,  how- 
ever, tried  mei  e  temporizing  measures,  and  neither 
the  maintenance  of  official  discipline  nor  the  re- 
form of  the  Navy  was  achieved  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  ihe  only  ihing  accomplished  being  re- 
trenchment of  public  expenses  and  dismissal  of 
ceitain  officials.  Such  a  temporizing  policy  is 
totally  incapable  of  giving  satisfaction  lo  the 
people,  and  is,  we  apprehend,  contrary  to  the 
gracious  wishes  of  Your  Majesty.  We,  Your 
Majesty's  humble  servants,  are  sincerely  desirous 
of  promoting  the  smooth  conduct  of  affairs  in 
obedience  to  the  Imperial  Rescript  mentioned 
above.  But  the  action  of  Ihe  Ministers  of  State 
makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  keep  silence.  We 
humbly  pray  that  Your  Majesty  may  graciously 
be  pleased  to  adopt  the  wishes  of  the  people  and 
bid  the  Ministers  of  Stale  shape  their  conduct  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  bring  about  harmonious  co- 
operation between  the  Government  and  the  Diet. 
This  Address  is  respectfully  submitted  by  Your 
Majesty's  humble  servant  Kusumolo  Masataka, 
President  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Kurihara  Ryoichi  explained  that  the  in- 
troducers of  the  Address  were  fully  conscious 
of  the  extreme  care  that  should  be  exercised  in 
approaching  the  Throne,  but  they  felt  that  in  this 
case  they  had  no  choice.  The  Government  had 
pledged  itself  to  make  Administrative  reforms 
of  a  drastic  nature,  but  had  done  nothing  beyond 
reducing  Administrative  Expenses.  The  country 
wanted  something  much  more  than  that.  Above 
all,  it  wanted  a  complete  change  made  in  the 
Naval  Department.  It  wanted  the  Combatant 
and  Executive  branches  thoroughly  separated  ; 
it  wanted  the  system  of  appointing  military  offi- 
cials to  the  Admiralty  reorganized ;  it  wanted 


the  establishment  of  Staff  Officers  fixed  ;  it 
wanted  a  proper  system  of  training  officers ;  it 
wanted  the  Naval  Station  system  changed  ;  it 
wanted  the  Reserve  organization  remodelled  ; 
it  wanted  a  thorough  system  of  overseeing 
the  supply  of  Stores;  it  wanted  the  Medical 
and  Paymasters  Colleges  abolished  ;  it  wanted 
the  expenses  of  the  Naval  Academy  reduced, 
and  it  wanted  many  other  things  to  which  the 
Government  showed  no  disposition  to  attend. 
(The  speech  was  extended  to  great  length  with 
much  reading  of  documents  so  that,  in  the  end, 
the  speaker  addressed  himself  to  nearly  empty 
benches.) 

Mr.  Minoura  Katsuto  moved  that  the  Address 
be  handed  to  a  Special  Committee,  and  the 
motion  was  carried  by  138  to  137,  the  Com- 
mittee being  the  same  as  that  to  which  the  pre- 
vious measure  had  been  entrusted. 

Mr.  Higashio  Heitaro  introduced  the  Bill  for 
Special  Re-assessment  of  the  Taxable  Value  of 
Land  as  follows  : — 

PROJECT.  OF  LAW  FOR  THE    SPECIAL  RE-ASSESS- 
MENT OF  THE  TAXABLE  VALUE  OF  LAND 
UNDER  CULTIVATION. 

Art.  I. — In  cases  where  the  present  valuation  of 
land  devoted  to  cultivation  is  considered  unduly 
high,  it  shall  be  specially  amended  and  reduced, 
and  the  total  to  be  reduced  shall  not  be  under 
150, 000,000  yen. 

Art.  II. — The  standards  observed  in  amend- 
ing the  above  unduly  high  valuation  shall  be  as 
follow  : — 

(a)  The  assumed  yield  shall  be  reduced  in  pro- 
portion to  the  grade  of  the  land  and  lo  the 
average  yield  in  each  district. 

(b)  The  assumed  pi  ice  of  rice  per  koku  shall  be 
lowered  in  the  same  ratio  in  the  different 
localities,  on  the  basis  of  the  average  maikel 
price  during  the  five  years  from  the  2 1st  to 
the  25th  year  of  Meiji  inclusive. 

(c)  The  assumed  rate  of  interest  shall  be  six  per 
cent. 

Art.  III. — The  general  amount  to  be  reduced 
from  the  existing  valuation  of  land  in  each  City, 
Town,  and  District  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Minister  of  Slate  for  Finance,  in  accordance  with 
the  system  of  territorial  division  adopted  at  the 
lime  of  the  Land  Tax  Revision.  The  amount  to  be 
reduced  from  the  existing  valuation  of  particular 
farms,  in  each  City,  Town,  or  District,  shall  be  fixed 
by  decision  of  the  Council  of  Land-owners.  Pro- 
vided that  the  organization  and  competence  of 
such  Council  of  Land  owners  shall  be  determined 
by  Imperial  Ordinance. 

Art.  IV. — The  expenses  incurred  for  purposes  of 
re  assessment  in  each  City,  Town,  or  District  shall 
be  defrayed  by  the  owners  of  the  lands,  the  taxable 
value  of  which  has  been  reduced. 

Art.  V. — Lands  whose  valuation  has  been 
amended  in  accordance  with  this  Law,  shall  be 
taxed  on  the  basis  of  the  amended  valuation  from 
the  28th  year  of  Meiji.  Provided  that,  in  the  case 
of  Cities,  Towns,  and  Districts,  where  the  work  of 
re-assessment  has  not  been  completed  by  the  afore- 
mentioned year,  the  land  tax  shall  continue  to  be 
levied  on  the  basis  of  the  present  valuation  until 
the  work  of  re-assessment  is  completed. 

An.  VI.— With  regard  to  the  enforcement  of 
this  Law,  Law  No.  105  of  the  23rd  year  of  Meiji, 
namely,  the  Law  of  Complaint,  shall  not  be  ap- 
plicable. 

Introduced  by  Higashio  HEitaro 

and  23  others. 
Supported  by  Kimura  Seitaro  and 

.  104  others. 

Mr.  Higashio  explained  the  Bill  at  some  length, 
but  his  arguments  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
contention  that  great  inequalities  existed  in  the 
present  assessment,  and  that  justice  required 
immediate  re-assessment.  He  charged  the  Go- 
vernment with  playing  fast  and  loose  with  the 
nation  in  this  matter.  They  had  themselves 
introduced  a  re-assessment  Bill  in  the  Lower 
House  last  session,  and  had  subsequently  con- 
trived that  it  should  be  thrown  out  by  the  Peers, 
thus  plainly  showing  that  its  original  introduc- 
tion had  not  been  dictated  by  a  sense  of  the 
measure's  genuine  expediency,  but  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  placating  the  Opposition.  Had 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  been  sincere,  they 
would  have  introduced  the  Bill  again  this  ses- 
sion, and  since  they  had  failed  to  do  so,  he  and 
his  supporters  ventured  to  do  it  for  them. 

The  Bill  was  handed  to  a  Special  Committee 
of  o  elected  by  the  Sections. 

The  Bill  for  amending  the  Regulations  for 


Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  was  entrusted 
to  a  Special  Committee  of  9  nominated  by  the 
President,  the  House  dispensing  with  any  ex- 
planation.   The  Bill  was  as  follows  : — 

Amended  Regulations  for  the  Control  of 
Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles. 
Art.  I. — Persons  who  make  it  their  business  to 
pin  chase  or  sell  second-hand  furniture,  wares, 
books,  manuscripts  pictures,  clothes,  or  old  cop- 
per, iron,  gold,  &c,  shall  be  known  as  Dealers  in 
Second-hand  Ai tides  for  the  purposes  of  the  pre- 
sent Law;  and  in  the  same  category  shall  be  in- 
cluded any  of  the  following  traders  who  make  the 
purchase,  sale,  or  exchange  of  second-hand  ai  tides 
a  part  of  their  business;  namely,  sword-dealers, 
dealers  in,  and  manufacturers  of,  powders  and 
purses,  toilet  articles,  tortoise-shell  ornaments, 
watches  and  clocks,  gold  and  silver  ornaments, 
gold  and  silver  leaf,  or  tobacco-pipes. 

Art.  II. — Every  Dealer  in  Second-hand  Ai  tides 
must  obtain  a  license  from  the  local  authorities  of 
the  district  to  which  he  belongs;  and,  if  in  Tokyo, 
from  theBoard  of  the  Metropolitan  Pol  ice,  provided 
that  when  a  license  has  been  obtained  he  may  pur- 
chase or  sell  or  exchange  articles  at  any  place. 

Art.  III. — When  a  Dealer  in  Second  hand 
Articles  sells,  purchases,  or  exchanges  any  article, 
lie  must  record  the  particulars  of  the  transaction 
in  his  books  in  such  a  way  that  the  police  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  article  as  well  as  its 
buyers  or  sellers. 

Art.  IV. — All  purchases  of  goods  from,  or  their 
exchange  with,  untrustworthy  persons  is  strictly 
forbidden. 

This  rule,  however,  does  not  apply  to  cases 
when  a  trustworthy  peison  becomes  security  for 
the  transaction,  or  whei  especial  sanction  has  been 
obtained  from  the  police. 

Art.  V. —  The  purchase  or  exchange  of  articles 
must  not  be  effected  with  peisons  under  fifteen 
years  of  age,  with  persons  suffering  from  mental 
derangement,  or  with  servants  who  reside  in  the 
houses  of  llieir  employers. 

Uiis  rule  does  not,  however,  apply  to  cases 
whereiparenls.lguardians,  employeis,  or  other  trust- 
worthy persons  become  security  for  the  transaction. 

Articles  bearing  the  seal,  or  mailt,  or  number, 
of  an  office,  city,  town,  village,  school,  hospital, 
temple,  company,  or  firm,  must  not  be  purchased, 
or  exchanged  for  other  aiticles,  unless  the  legality 
of  the  transaction  is  attested  by  [two  or  more] 
sureties. 

Dealers  who  violate  the  provisions  of  the  preced- 
ing two  paragraphs  may  be  ordered  to  restore  the 
aiticles  without  receiving  any  compensation. 

Art.  VI. — No  swords,  or  articles  containing 
swords,  may  be  sold  to  untrustworthy  persons,  or  to 
pei  sons  who  have  been  punished  for  theft  or  gamb- 
ling. The  sale  of  such  articles  by  the  way-side  or  at 
stalls  on  the  public  thorough  wares  is  also  forbidden. 

Art.  VII. — When  it  is  deemed  essential,  the 
police  may  issue  official  notices  with  special  regard 
to  articles  among  those  stolen  or  fraudulently  made 
away  with,  which  are  made  in  some  special  way. 
(This  Article  is  practically  a  new  one.) 

Art.  VIII. — When  official  notices  are  issued 
with  regard  lo  articles  stolen  or  fraudulently  made 
away  with,  copies  of  such  notices  must  be  kept  by 
Dealers  in  Second-Hand  Articles,  and  on  them 
must  be  noted  the  hour,  day,  month,  and  year  of 
their  receipt.  If  Articles  indicated  in  such  notices 
are  purchased,  or  received  in  exchange,  or  tem- 
porarily taken  charge  of  by  Dealers  in  Second- 
hand Articles  within  one  year  after  the  receipt  of 
ihe  notice  ;  or  if  it  is  found  that  the  Articles  in 
question  were  obtained  previous  to  the  issue  of 
such  notice,  and  are  slill  in  the  possession  of  the 
Dealers,  a  report  of  the  fact  must  be  made  to  the 
police-station  of  the  district  in  which  such  dealers 
reside. 

Art.  IX. — The  ledgers  in  which  are  entered  the 
records  of  Articles  sold,  purchased,  or  exchanged, 
and  the  copies  of  notices  issued  with  reference  to 
goods  stolen  or  fraudulently  made  away  with, 
must  be  preserved  for/  [ten]  three  years. 

Arl.  X. — Whenever  (here  is  a  suspicion  of  stolen 
goods  having  been  received  by  Dealers  in  Second- 
hand Articles,  it  shall  at  all  times  be  lawful  for 
police  officers  to  enter  their  shops,  to  inspect  their 
ledgers  and  goods,  and,  if  necessary,  to  seize  such 
goods.  The  Dealers  must  also  present  their 
ledgers  for  examination  when  required.  They 
are  not  permitted  to  refuse  such  request  for  any 
reason  whatsoever. 

Art.  XI. —  Dealers  who  violate  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  Arts.  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  VIII.,  IX.,  X. 
[or  who  make  false  reports],  shall  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  2  yen  and  not  more  than  loyen. 

Art.  XII. — Any  Dealer  contravening  these  Re- 
gulations twice  within  a  year,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
sentenced,  by  executive  process,  to  a  permanent  or 
temporary  suspension  of  his  ttading  license. 
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Art.  XIII.  —  In  I  lie  case  of  conli  aveutions  of 
these  Herniations,  that  puition  of  the  Criminal 
Code  wliicli  1  efei  s  to  tire  concur  1  ence  of  in  fractions 
shall  not  l>e  applicable. 

Ait.  XIV. — Should  Articles  purchased  or  ex 
changed  in  contravention  of  these  Regulations  he 
identified  as  stolen  or  fraudulently  made  away 
with,  the  police  authorities  shall  take  steps  to 
recover  and  restore  them  to  their  rightful  ovvneis 
whether  their  purchase  or  exchange  was  effected 
between  piofessioual  dealers  of  not.  Should  the 
rightful  owners  be  unknown,  the  articles  shall  be 
catefully  pi eserved  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  year 
shall  become  the  property  of  the  State. 

Arts.  XV.— Detailed  rules  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  present  Regulations  shall  be  made  and  is 
sued  by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs. 

Arts.  VI.,  VII.,  IX.,  XV.,  XVI.,  XVII.,  XVIII., 
XX.  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Control  of  Dealers 
in  Second-hand  Ai  tides  have  been  excised  in  the 
pi  esent  Bill. 

N.B. — The  italicised  portions  are  added  to,  and  the  bracket- 
ted  portions  excised  from,  the  original  Regulations. 

The  Bills  relating  to  City  Government  were 
entrusted  to  Special  Committees  without  any 
explanation  from  their  introducers,  and  the 
House  rose  at  5.50  p.m. 


MONDAY,  MAY  2 1ST,   1 894. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.35  a.m.  the  Order  of  the 
Day  being  : — 

1. — Report  of  Special  Committee  on  the  Bill  relating  to  the  tern 

porary  investment  of  Surplus  Revenue, 
a. — Report  of  Special  Committee  on  a  Project  of  Game  Law. 

Viscount  Yuri,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  that  the  Committee  un- 
animously approved  the  Bill  authorizing  the 
lodging  of  surplus  revenue  in  the  Bank  of  Japan 
at  a  proper  rate  of  interest,  inasmuch  as  such  a 
step  was  calculated  to  prevent  the  uneconomical 
withdrawal  of  a  large  sum  of  money  from 
circulation. 

The  Bill  was  passed  through  its  Second  and 
Third  Readings  without  debate  or  opposition. 

Viscount  Tani,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Game 
Law,  with  a  few  amendments.  The  same  pro- 
ject of  law  had  been  before  the  House  in  the 
preceding  session,  so  that  he  might  dispense 
with  any  lengthy  explanation.  It  was  necessary 
to  note,  however,  that  the  amendment  proposed 
in  the  17th  Article  was  dictated  by  the  fact  that 
certain  foreigners  were  now  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges  as  those  enjoyed  by  Japanese  subjects. 

The  House,  without  discussion,  voted  for  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  and  agreed  to  proceed 
with  the  Reading  at  once. 

The  Bill  was  discussed  clause  by  clause  and 
passed,  the  Third  Reading  also  being  voted. 

Chapter  I. — Hunting  Implements  and 
Method  op  Hunting. 

Art.  I. — The  term  "  hunting  "  used  in  the  pre- 
sent law,  means  to  capture  birds  or  animals  by 
the  agency  of  fire-arms,  nets  of  any  kind,  faloons, 
ropes  or  poles  armed  with  bird  time,  or  ropes,  or 
traps  {hago). 

The  exact  nature  of  the  implements  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  clause  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

Art.  II. — To  captuie  birds  or  animals  by  the 
agency  of  explosives,  gun-traps,  or  dangerous  gyns 
or  pit-falls,  shall  not  be  lawful. 

With  respect  to  any  hunting  implement  or  me- 
thod of  hunting  not  enumerated  in  the  foregoing 
clauses,  local  Governors  may  enact  regulations  for 
control  and  superintendence,  by  permission  of  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

Art.  III.— Before  sunrise,  after  sunset  in  a  street, 
or  within  range  of  any  thickly  populated  locality, 
or  place  where  a  crowd  is  assembled,  or  of  an}' 
building,  ship,  or  train,  hunting  is  interdicted. 

Art.  IV— In  the  following  places  no  hunting 
shall  be  allowed  :— 

1.  Imperial  Preserves. 

2.  Places  where  notifications  prohibiting  hunt- 
ing are  posted. 

3.  Public  roads. 

4.  Public  parks. 

5.  Grounds  reserved  for  Shrines  and  Temples. 

6.  Cemeteries. 

7.  Private  grounds,  fenced,  or  enclosed,  or  in 
which  any  agricultural  product  is  cultivated, 
or  common  hunting  grounds  for  -which  a 
license  has  been  obtained  by  others.  Pro- 
vided that  this  prohibition  shall  not  apply  if 
permission  of  the  owner  or  superintendent  of 
such  laud  shall  have  been  obtained. 


Ait.  V.  —  Local  Governors  may,  in  accoidance 
with  an  application  of  a  landownn,   or  for  any 
other  reasons  which  they  deem  sufficient,  issue 
notification  piohibiting  the  puisint  of  game. 
Chapter  II. — Hunting  Licenses. 

Art.  VI. — Any  persons  desiiiug  topuis|ie  game 
must  obtain  a  hunting  license  by  applying  to  the 
Local  Governor.  Provided  that  the  pursuit  of 
game  within  fenced  01  enclosed  private  ground 
without  the  use  of  Hi  e  at  ms  shall  be  exempted  from 
this  provision 

Any  person  against  whom  the  penal  provision 
of  Art.  XXII.  have  been  enfoiced,  shall  not  be 
competent  to  apply  for  a  license  before  a  peiiod  of 
one  year  has  elapsed. 

Art.  VIL— Persons  who,  in  accordance  with  the 
usage  of   a  district,   purpose  pursuing    game  i 
union,  within  a  certain  limit  of  ground,  may  appl 
for  a  license  to  the  Minister  of  Slate  for  Agricultui 
and  Commerce  through  the  medium  of  the  Local 
Governor. 

Provided  that  1  ules  pei  taining  to  the  operation 
of  this  Article  shall  be  determined  by  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Agriculture  and  Commerce 

Art.  VIII. — Hunting  licenses  shall  be  divided 
into  two  kinds  ;  namely,  licenses  for  professional 
and  licenses  for  amateur,  pursuers  of  game.  Eacl 
of  these  kinds  shall  be  subdivided  into  classes  A 
and  B 

A  license  for  professional  pursuit  of  game  shall 
be  granted  to  any  person  who  makes  hunting  an 
occupation  ;  and  a  license  for  amateur  pursuit  of 
game,  to  any  person  who  hunts  for  pleasure. 

Licenses  of  class  A.  shall  be  granted  to  any  per 
son  who  pursues  game  without  fire-arms,  and 
those  of  class  B.  to  any  person  who  employs  fire 
arms 

Art.  IX. — The  following  shall  not  be  competent 
to  receive  a  license  for  the  professional  pursuit  of 
game  : — 

1.  Any  official  of  or  above  the  rank  of  hannin 
or  any  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  treat- 
ment of  such  an  official. 

Those  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  salaries  shall  be 
excepted. 

2.  Any  person  who  pays  income  tax. 

3.  Any  person  who  pays  more  than  15  yen  of 
Land-tax. 

4.  Any  member  of  a  family  the  head  of  whicl 
pays  more  than  15  yen  of  income  tax. 

Art.  X.— The  following  fees  shall  be  paid  foi 
licenses  according  to  the  kind  :— 

Professional  license  }  £|ass  £• 

ass  a.  yen  i.oo 

ass  A.  yen   5  00 

ass  B.yen  10.00 

covered  by  a  license  of 

year,  from  the  15th  day 


fCIs 
OCIe 


Amateur  license 

Art.  XI. — The  peiiod 
class  A.  shall  be  one  full 

of  the  10th  month  (October  15th)  ;  and  that  foi 
iceuse  of  class  B.  shah'  be  from  the  15th  day  of 
the  ioth  month  to  the  151I1  day  of  the  4th  month 
of  the  folfbwing  year. 

Local  Governors  shall  have  competence,  subject  to 
the  sanction  of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Agricul 
ture  and  Commerce,  to  shorten  the  foregoing  period 
by  jo  days  at  most. 

Art.  XII. — A  license  can  be  used  only  by  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  granted.  Provided  that  in  a 
mode  of  hunting  which  requires  the  use  of  assist- 
ants the  holder  of  a  license  may  be  accompanied 
by  one  or  more  persons  not  possessing  licenses. 

Art.  XIII. — A  pursuer  of  game  must  carry  his 
license  with  him  when  he  goes  out  in  pursuit  of 
game. 

Police,  gendarmes,  forestry  officials,  or  Head- 
men of  shi,  cho,  and  son  are  competent  to  call  for 
the  production  of  a  license. 

In  the  above  cases,  no  pursuer  of  game  can  re- 
fuse to  produce  his  license  for  inspection. 

Art.  XIV. — If  a  license  is  lost,  the  fact  must  be 
notified  to  the  Police  Station  of  the  district,  and  to 
the  office  where  the  license  was  originally  obtained. 

When  a  license  is  lost  or  destroyed,  its  holder 
may  apply  for  a  new  license.  In  such  case  a  fee 
of  25  sen  shall  be  paid. 

Art.  XV. — No  person  under  16  years  of  age 
shall  recive  a  license  of  class  B. 

Art.  XVI. — Within  30  days  after  the  expiration 
of  the  period  covered  by  a  license  it  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  office  where  it  was  originally  received 

Art.  XVII.— Any  fo  reigner  subject  to  the  limi- 
tations fixed  by  Treaty  who  has  obtained  an  Ama- 
teur license  may  pursue  game  within  the  said 
limitations,  but  in  the  event  of  his  pursuing  game 
beyond  those  limitations,  his  license  shall  thence- 
forth become  invalid. 

Chapter  III. — Protection  of  Birds  and 
Animals. 

Art.  XVIII. — It  shall  be  unlawful  to  captuie 
birds  and  animals  the  protection  of  which  is 
deemed  essential.  The  kinds  of  such  birds  and 
animals,  and  the  duration  of  the  period  of  protec- 


tion, shall  be  determined  by  the  Minister  of  Slate 

fm  Agriculture  and  Commerce)  according  io  the 

condition  of  the  locality. 

Art.  XIX. — It  is  piohibited  to  take  or  sell  the 
eggs  or  young  of  the  birds  and  animal*  the  cap- 
tuie of  which  is  forbidden  under  the  piovisions  of 
the  pi  eceding  Ai  tide. 

Ail.  XX.  —  Even  in  the  case  of  birds  and  ani- 
mals the  capture  of  which  is  forbidden,  should  it 
be  cousideied  that  iheir  lemoval  or  captuie  is 
conducive  to  the  pursuit  of  scientific  lesearch,  or 
toother  purposes,  the  local  Governor  shall  have 
competence  to  sanction  such  removal  or  capture. 

If  it  be  cousideied  necessary  to  icmove  noxious 
biids  or  beasts,  ihe  Local  Governor  may  giant  a 
peimit  for  the  purpose. 

Chapter  IV. — Punishments. 
Art.  XXI. — Any  person  who  pursues  game  in 
contravention  of  Art.  VI.,  Clause  I,  or  who  obtains 
a  license  of  class  B.  in  violation  of  the  piovisions 
of  Ait.  XV.,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  3  yen  and  not  more  than  30  yen.  When  a 
professional  license  is  obtained  111  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  Art.  IX.,  a  fine  of  not  less  than  7 yen 
and  not  more  than  70  yen  shall  be  imposed. 

Art.  XXII.— A  ny  person  who  violates  the  pro- 
visions of  Art.  II.,  Clause  I  of  Ait.  III.,  or  of  Ai  t. 
IV.,  Clauses  1  to  6  ;  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  5  yew  and  not  more  than  50 yen. 

The  license  of  a  person  fined  under  the  fore- 
ging  Articles  shall  thereafter  become  invalid. 

Art.  XXIII. — A  ny  person  who  violates  the  pro- 
visions of  Art.  IV.,  Clause  7;  Art.  XIII.,  Clause  3; 
Art.  XVIII.,  Clause  I ;  or  Art.  XIX.,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  2 yen  and  not  more  than 
2oyen.  Provided  that,  with  respect  to  violations 
of  Art,  IV.  Clause  7,  the  penalty  shall  not  be  im- 
posed unless  the  landowner  or  the  person  who  has 
charge  of  the  land  takes  legal  proceedings. 

Art.  XXIV.— A  ny  person  who  violates  Art. 
XIII.,  Clause  1;  Art.  XIV.  Clause  I;  or  Ait. 
XVI.,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  I 
yen  and  not  more  than  1.95  yen.  » 
Additional  Provisions. 
Art.  XXV.— The  Ga  me  Law  issued  in  October 
of  the  25th  year  of  Meiji  (Oct.  1892)  by  Imperial 
Old  inance  No.  LXXXIV.,  shall  cease  to  have 
efficacy  from  the  day  on  which  the  present  Law 
goes  into  force.  Game  preserves,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  which  licenses  were  issued  prior  to  the 
enfoi  cement  of  the  present  Law,  shall  continue  to 
have  efficacy  during  the  period  covered  by  such 
'ice use.  Piovided  that  rules  pertaining  to  Game 
Preserves  shall  be  determined  by  the  Minister  of 
Stale  for  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

Art.  XXVI. —  Persons  who  have  obtained 
licenses  prior  to  the  enforcement  of  the  present 
Law  may  pursue  game  without  applying  for  fresh 
licenses. 

The  House  rose  at  2.50  p.m. 

HOUSJI  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

Government  Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraph  Regula- 
tions. 

a. — Government  Bill  for  transferring  Prison  Expenditures  to  the 
Charge  of  the  Treasury. 
— Representation  relating  to  the  Section  of  the  Medical  Col- 
lege in  the  Imperial  University  for  the  treatment  of  Disease! 
of  the  Spine  and  Brain. 
. — Private  Bill  relating  to  the  Press  Law. 

. — Private  Bill  for  abolishing  the  Import  Duty  on  Raw  Cotton. 
. — Private  Bill  for  amending  the  Land  Tax  Regulations. 

Private  Bill  for  amending  the  Law  of  Election  for  the  House 
of  Representatives, 
8. — Representation  relating  to  Treaty  Revision. 

Mr.  Sakamoto  Sokubi  presented  a  Question 
to  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  Treaty 
Revision.  Count  Ito  had  told  them  that  there 
were  hopes  of  Treaty  Revision  being  soon 
achieved,  and  from  what  the  speaker  had 
learned  otherwise,  it  appeared  that  consider- 
able progress  had  really  been  made.  Of 
course  if  large  concessions  were  made  to 
foreigners  and  few  rights  reserved  to  Japan- 
ese, no  great  difficulty  would  be  experienc- 
ed in  revising  the  Treaties.  What  he  wanted 
to  know,  then,  was  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  Government  in  the  matter.  First,  how 
was  the  Tariff  question  treated  ?  Was  it  true 
that  the  Government  contemplated  conventional 
tariffs?  He  understood  that  in  the  negotia- 
tions of  1882  the  Government  had  proposed  to 
increase  the  import  duties  to  10  per  cent.,  or 
even  25  per  cent,  in  some  cases,  but  the  Fo- 
reign Powers  had  objected  that  such  duties 
would  be  protective,  and  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment, though  denyingthat  the  duties  would  have 
any  prohibitive  effect,  had  nevertheless  admitted 
the  objection.  Was  a  similarly  yielding  policy 
to  be  pursued  on  the  present  occasion  ?  Se- 
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condly,  if  conventional  tariffs  were  to  be  adopt- 
ed, what  standard  of  duties  would  betaken? 
Thirdly,  when  would  the  new  tariff  be  submit- 
ted for  the  Diet's  approval — during  the  present 
session  or  during  tlie  next?  No  one  doubted 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  belonged  to 
the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Diet  was  entitled  to  a  voice  in  all 
matters  of  taxation,  and  should  therefore  be 
consulted  about  the  fixing  of  a  tariff.  When 
were  the  Diet's  views  to  be  taken  ?  Fourth- 
ly, supposing  the  system  of  conventional 
tariffs  to  be  adopted,  what  course  would 
be  followed  with  regard  to  States  that  re- 
fused to  accept  Japan's  proposals?  Would 
the  present  treaties  with  such  States  be  de- 
nounced, as  certain  journals  predicted  ?  Fifthly, 
what  was  the  programme  with  regard  to  the 
recovery  of  Judicial  Autonomy?  In  every 
Sovereign  State,  all  persons  living  within  or 
visiting  its  territories  ought  to  be  subject  to  its 
laws  and  jurisdiction.  That  Japan's  exercise 
of  her  Sovereign  Rights  in  that  respect  had  been 
for  so  many  years  suspended,  was  a  national 
humiliation,  and  the  country  desired  anxiously 
to  know  how  the  matter  was  to  be  treated  in  the 
revised  treaties.  Sixthly,  with  regard  to  Mixed 
Residence,  if  it  was  to  be  permitted,  what  pre- 
cautions would  be  adopted?  The  Hawaii 
Treaty  showed  how  carelessly  the  Government 
could  treat  such  matters,  since  by  that  Treaty 
a  privilege  was  granted  conditionally  that  the 
most  favoured  nations  might  claim  uncondi- 
tionally. It  was  important,  therefore,  to  inquire 
how  the  question  of  Mixed  Residence  was  to  be 
treated  in  the  revised  treaties. 

Mr.  Tsunoda  Shimpei  also  presented  a  Ques- 
tion with  regard  to  Treaty  Revision.  Count 
Ito  had  told  them  that  the  consummation  was 
within  measurable  distance.  How  far,  then, 
had  the  negotiations  really  been  carried  ?  He 
feared  that  the  Premier's  statement  must  be 
interpreted  politically:  that  it  was  addressed 
simply  to  the  Diet  and  not  to  the  nation.  Fur- 
ther, was  China  to  be  included  in  the  list  of 
countries  with  which  treaties  on  equal  terms 
were  to  be  concluded.  If  so,  how  were  Japan- 
ese subjects  to  be  treated  in  China  if  they 
violated  Chinese  laws?  Were  they  to  be  sub- 
ject to  Chinese  jurisdiction?  And  were  the 
Chinese  to  have  free  access  to  all  parts  of 
Japan  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  treaty 
with  China  was  to  remain  unaltered,  what 
arrangements  were  contemplated  with  regard  to 
Chinese  Settlements  ?  Finally,  it  was  rumoured 
that  the  Government  did  not  intend  to  seek  the 
Diet's  consent  to  the  new  scale  of  customs 
duties,  but  purposed  concluding  conventional 
tariffs  without  reference  to  the  Diet.  He  de- 
sired a  clear  explanation  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Ebara  Soroku,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  to  draft  a  Resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  Dissolution  of  the  last  House  of 
Representatives,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  drafted  the  following: — 

Whereas  the  procedure  of  the  Government  in 
dissolving  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  fifth 
session  before  the  House  had  expressed  its  opinion 
or  taken  any  action,  is  regarded  by  this  House  as 
unconstitutional,  therefore  this  House  resolves  that 
it  cannot  place  confidence  in  the  Government  so 
far  as  concerns  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  fifth  session. 

In  answer  to  questions,  Mr.  Ebara  said  that  the 
scope  of  the  Resolution  was  limited  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  House.  No  deep  meaning  was 
contemplated.  It  was  an  announcement  limited 
to  that  particular  act  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  asked  whether  the  idea  of 
placing  confidence  in  a  Cabinet  could  refer  to 
anything  but  its  future  actions. 

Mr.  Ebara  replied  that  no  such  point  had 
been  discussed  by  the  Committee. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  then  taken. 

The  first  Bill  on  the  Order  was  handed  to  a 
Special  Committee  of  9  nominated  by  the  Pre- 
sident. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Prison  Expenditures  was 
handed  to  a  Special  Committee  elected  by  the 
Sections. 

Mr.  Ebara  now  moved  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  be  changed  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 


the  Resolution  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of  the 
last  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Meguro  Sadaji  declared  that  the  House 
was  about  to  reconsider  a  measure  which  it  had 
rejected  two  days  previously.  Such  a  course  was 
distinctly  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  Ooka  Ikuzo  spoke  in  support  of  the 
Resolution.  He  attempted  to  justify  the  mea- 
sure for  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  but  was 
vigorously  interrupted  with  cries  of  "  Order," 
"  Irrelevant,"  &c.  One  of  the  audience  in  the 
Strangers' Gallery  was  expelled  by  the  police  for 
echoing  these  cries. 

Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  thought  that  the  House 
would  be  an  object  of  ridicule  if  it  .passed  this 
Resolution.  Apparently  it  was  about  to  receive 
the  support  of  members  who  declared  most 
vehemently  that  they  had  no  confidence  in 
any  act  of  the  Government  :  that  they  con- 
sidered it  unworthy  of  confidence  from  first 
to  last.  Yet  now  these  same  men  were  going 
to  vote  that  their  lack  of  confidence  was 
limited  to  one  special  act.  By  construction, 
they  had  confidence  in  other  acts.  He  com- 
plimented them  on  their  perspicacity  and  con- 
sistency. No  doubt  they  were  much  pained  at 
the  death  by  inanition  of  their  pet  measure, 
Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  But  so  far  as  the 
Cabinet  was  concerned,  its  procedure  in  dissolv- 
ing the  House  had  been  amply  vindicated  by 
events.  It  had  appealed  to  the  country  on  the 
Strict  Enforcement  question,  and  the  country 
had  returned  a  House  opposed  to  Strict  Enforce- 
ment. The  fact  was  not  to  be  gainsaid. 
Moreover,  looking  a  little  more  closely,  how 
had  the  constituencies  treated  the  advocates 
and  the  opponents  of  Strict  Enforcement  and 
Mixed  Residence?  The  Jiyu-to  supported  Mixed 
Residence  and  opposed  Strict  Enforcement,  and 
the  Jiyu-to  s  success  at  the  polls  had  been  un- 
precedented. On  the  other  hand,  the  Kokumin 
Kyokai  opposed  Mixed  Residence  and  sup- 
ported Strict  Enforcement,  and  their  number 
had  dwindled  from  74  in  the  last  House  to  29  in 
the  present.  Could  the  constituencies  have 
given  more  conspicuously  conclusive  proof  that 
they  justified  the  Government's  act  in  dissolving 
the  Diet.  (The  speaker  then  went  on  to  ridi- 
cule the  incongruous  nature  of  the  alliances 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  Resolu- 
tion, and  the  incomprehensible  character  of  the 
Resolution  itself.) 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  moved  to  expunge  from  the 
Resolution  the  words  "  so  far  as  concerns  the 
dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  fifth  session."  If  the  scope  of  the  Resolu- 
tion were  limited  by  these  words,  it  would  cer- 
tainly bear  the  interpretation  assigned  to  it  by 
Mr.  Inouye,  namely,  that  the  House's  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Government  was  limited  to 
the  Cabinet's  procedure  in  dissolving  the  House, 
whereas  the  House  had  no  confidence  in  any 
act  of  the  present  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  declared  that  Mr.  Inouye 
Kakugoro  had  treated  a  great  question  of  State 
as  though  it  were  a  theme  for  a  street  ballad. 
He  hoped  that  they  should  have  no  repetition 
of  such  light  behaviour. 

Mr.  Shigeoka  Kungoro  said  that  the  proposed 
amendment  would  convert  the  Resolution  into 
a  declaration  of  general  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Cabinet,  but  experience  had  taught  them 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  use  in  voting 
such  resolutions. 

Mr.  Hiyama  Tetsusaburo  opposed  the  Resolu- 
tion. It  simply  meant  that  the  Six  Sections 
of  the  Opposition  were  being  permitted  to  pass 
for  a  moment  by  a  back-door  into  the  Jiyu-to 
camp.  They  had  better  have  supported  the 
Jiyu-to's  original  Resolution  at  once. 

The  closure  was  moved  and  carried,  and  the 
House  having  rejected  Mr.  Ayai's  amend- 
ment, a  closed  ballot  was  taken  with  regard  to 
the  original  Resolution.  Several  members  rose 
and  declared  that  the  Resolution  being  incom- 
prehensible in  its  present  form  they  declined 
to  vote. 

The  ballot  resulted  in  253  "ayes"  and  17 
"  noes. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  changed  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  at  once  with  the  Project 
of  Press  Law. 


Mr.  Node  Shozaburo,  introducing  the  Bill, 
reminded  the  House  that  it  had  been  several 
times  discussed  in  previous  sessions,  and  that 
the  failure  fo  get  it  made  law  did  little  credit  to 
their  resolution.  The  principal  change  con- 
templated by  the  project  had  reference  to  the 
suspension  of  newspapers,  which  would  no 
longer  be  possible  except  by  the  sentence  of  a 
Court  of  Law. 

Mr.  Suyematsu  Kencho,  Government  Dele- 
gate, said  that  although  the  proposed  change 
was  of  a  very  limited  character,  the  Government 
could  not  endorse  it,  being  persuaded  that  the 
time  had  not  come  when  the  power  of  suspend- 
ing a  newspaper  could  be  safely  taken  away 
from  the  Administration. 

Mr.  Koizuka  Riu  supported  the  Bill.  He 
said  that  the  power  of  suspension  now  vested  in 
the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  was  one 
of  the  greatest  abuses  of  the  time.  It  was 
exercised  nominally  in  the  interests  of  public 
peace  and  good  order,  but  really  in  the  interests 
of  the  peace  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers. 

The  closure  was  put  and  carried  and  the  Se- 
cond Reading  of  the  Bill  was  passed. 

Dr.  Hasegawa  Tai  introduced  the  Represen- 
tation advocating  a  grant  establishing  a  special 
course  of  study  in  diseases  of  the  brain  and 
spine  at  the  Medical  College  in  the  Imperial 
University.  He  said  that  Japan  was  backward 
in  this  branch  of  medicine,  and  that  in  Dr.  Miura 
she  possessed  an  expert  well  qualified  to  give 
the  necessary  instruction. 

The  Representation  was  handed  to  a  Special 
Committee. 

The  Bill  for  abolishing  Import  Duties  on 
Raw  Cotton  was  handed  to  a  Special  Committee, 
as  were  also  the  Bills  relating  to  the  Land  Tax 
and  the  Law  of  Election. 
The  House  rose  at  6  p.m. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  22ND. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS, 

The  House  met  at  10.40  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Bill  relating  to  the 
Period  of  Probation  for  Judicial  Officials. 

Prince  Tokugawa,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  that  the  Committee  ap- 
proved the  Bill,  but  recommended  that  the  words 
"  the  period  of  five  years  "  should  be  expunged, 
so  that  the  Bill  should  simply  read,  "  The  period 
of  practical  study  for  Judicial  Officials  shall  be 
a  year  and  a  half." 

Several  members  opposed  the  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  the  present  period  of  practical  train- 
ing, namely,  three  years,  was  quite  short  enough. 

The  Government  Delegate  explained  that  the 
Bill  was  dictated  by  the  necessities  of  the  service, 
inasmuch  as,  under  the  present  system,  it  was 
not  found  possible  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring. 

The  House,  by  a  vote  of  84  to  68,  threw  out 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Viscount  Soga  moved,  as  a  matter  of  urgency, 
that  a  clause  be  added  to  the  Standing  Orders 
providing  for  the  election  of  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  27  members  to  report  upon  the  Set- 
tled Accounts.  The  House  was  now  called  upon 
for  the  first  time  to  deal  with  the  Settled  Ac- 
counts, and  as  it  would  henceforth  have  to  per- 
form that  duty  every  session,  the  desirability  of 
having  a  Standing  Committee  for  the  purpose, 
in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  Budget  itself, 
seemed  evident. 

The  House  voted  the  motion,  and  having 

elected  the  Committee,  rose  at  1.35  p.m. 

/ 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.  — Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Bill  relating  to 

confiscated  Pensions  of  Political  Offenders. 

2.  — Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  abolishing 

the  Export  Duty  on  Cotton  Yarn. 

3.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  Mobilization  Expenses. 

4.  —  Representation  relating  to  Treaty  Revision. 

5.  — Private  Bill  for  amending  the  District  Government  System. 

6.  — Private  Bill  for  amending  the  City  and  Prefectural  Govern- 

ment System. 

7.  — Private  Bill  for  amending  the  Pawnbrokers'  Regulations. 

Mr.  Okubo  Tanzo  explained  a  Question  pre- 
sented by  him  with  reference  to  land  formerly 
owned  by  three  vassals  of  the  Sendai  Fief. 

Mr.  Ebara  Soroku,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  that  the  Committee  were 
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unanimously  in  favour  of  the  Bill  relating  to  the 
restoration  of  Confiscated  Pensions.  The 
amount  involved  was  about  600,000  yen. 

Mr.  Node  Shozaburo  asked  whether  persons 
who  had  been  guilty  of  acts  of  violence  against 
foreigners  in  the  early  days  of  the  Meiji  era 
were  included  among  the  "  Political  Offenders" 
mentioned  in  the  Bill. 

The  Government  Delegate  replied  that  the 
persons  contemplated  were  chiefly  offenders 
who  had  been  pardoned.  The  required  funds 
were  to  be  taken  from  the  surplus  revenue  for 
the  27th  year  of  Meiji. 

The  House  voted  for  the  Second  Reading, 
and,  proceeding  with  it  at  once,  passed  the  Bill 
through  all  its  stages. 

Mr.  Kurihara  Ryoichi,  on  behalf  of  the 
Special  Committee,  said  that  the  Bill  for  abolish- 
ing the  Export  Duty  on  Raw  Cotton  had  re- 
ceived the  House's  approval  last  session,  but 
had  failed  to  become  law  owing  to  the  Dissolu- 
tion. The  Committee  unanimously  recom- 
mended it.  Statistics  relating  to  the  export  of 
cotton  yarns  were  as  follow  : — 

Year.  Total  Value  of  Export.  Duties  collected. 

1890   2,360 yen   wZyen. 

1891    4,873   ,   118  „ 

1892   7,720   ,   386  „ 

1893  59.176   3.282  „ 

An  extraordinary  increase  had  taken  place  last 
year,  and  there  seemed  to  be  every  prospect  of 
further  development,  for  whereas  the  yarns  sent 
from  England  and  India  to  China  were  heavily 
handicapped  by  the  appreciation  of  gold,  Japan's 
yarns  were  helped  by  that  cause.  Moreover,  no 
export  duty  was  paid  by  English  and  Indian 
yarns.  The  only  impost  to  which  they  were 
subjected  before  reaching  the  markets  of  China 
was  the  import  duty  in  China.  Japan  ought 
not  to  hamper  her  merchants  in  competition 
with  those  of  India  and  England. 

The  House  passed  the  Bill  at  once  without 
discussion. 

Mr.  Kodama,  Government  Delegate,  explain- 
ed that  under  the  present  financial  system  a 
delay  of  fully  two  days  was  entailed  before 
money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  mobilizing 
troops  could  be  obtained  from  the  Treasury. 
The  Government  considered  such  an  interval 
excessive,  and  had  therefore  introduced  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House,  its  object  being  to  render 
the  required  funds  immediately  accessible. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Committee  of  9 
nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Representation  relating  to  Treaty  Revi- 
sion was  then  read  as  follows  : — 

Whereas,  the  urgent  importance  of  Treaty 
Revision  is  an  indisputable  fact,  and  whereas, 
those  entrusted  willi  the  direction  of  the  country's 
foreign  policy  have  repeatedly  failed  to  accomplish 
Revision,  so  that  it  remains  to  this  day  unachieved, 
to  the  great  regret  of  the  entire  nation,  therefore 
this  House  resolves  that  the  Government  should, 
with  all  expedition,  carry  the  work  of  Revision  to 
completion,  in  accordance  will)  the  views  con- 
tained in  the  House  of  Representatives'  Address 
to  the  Throne  passed  in  the  Fourth  Session  ;  and 
further,  that  if  any  foreign  State  1  efuses  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  on  equal  terms,  the  Government 
should  adopt  decisive  measures  toward  that 
country. 

(Introduced  by)    Mr.  Misaki  KamenoSuke 

and  another. 
(Seconded  by)      Mr.  Itakura  and  35  others. 

Mr.  Misaki  Kamenosuke  said  that  the  House, 
in  its  fourth  session,  had  presented  to  the  Throne 
an  Address  praying  that  the  Treaties  should  be 
revised  on  a  basis  of  equality,  Japan  recovering 
her  Judicial  and  Tariff  Autonomy  but  reserving 
her  coastwise  carrying  trade.  That  Address 
had  been  introduced  by  eight  members,  among 
whom  were  Messrs.  Ozaki  Yukio,  Shimada 
Saburo,  Takata  Sanaye,  Kawashima  Jun,  Ina- 
gaki  Shimesu,  and  Kato  Heishiro,  in  other  words 
by  members  now  belonging  to  the  Six  Sections, 
and  with  them  had  been  two  Jiyu-to  re- 
presentatives. In  fact,  every  party  in  the 
House  had  been  united  on  that  occasion, 
for  they  recognised  that  the  question  lay  en- 
tirely outside  the  sphere  of  party  politics. 
A  year  and  a  half  had  elapsed,  and  the 
time  had  now  come  when  some  step  should  be 


taken  to  urge  the  Government  to  greater  expedi- 
tion. It  might  I  >e  objected  by  .some  that  the 
last  clause  in  the  Representation  was  loo  strong, 
but  in  truth  no  course  short  of  denunciation 
presented  itself  in  the  case  of  Powers  with  whom 
all  reasonable  efforts  to  negotiate  an  agreement 
proved  hopeless.  Denunciation  was  a  step  not 
infrequently  resorted  to  by  Western  Powers. 
Another  objection  might  be  that  no  useful  end 
could  be  gained  by  addressing  Representations 
to  a  weak  Cabinet  like  the  present.  He  did 
not  think,  however,  that  such  considerations 
should  have  weight.  The  House  must  do  its 
duty  irrespective  of  what  others  might  do. 
Above  all,  the  House  must  not  allow  itself  to 
be  swayed  in  such  a  matter  by  party  prejudices. 
It  must  be  conceded  that  a  virtual  consensus  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  Revision  existed  through- 
out the  nation,  and  it  was  the  House's  function 
to  insist  that  effect  should  be  given  to  that 
opinion. 

Mr.  Motoda  Hajime  asked  whether,  when 
Mr.  Misaki  introduced  this  Representation,  he 
placed  confidence  in  the  Government. 

Mr.  Misaki  replied  that  he  had  dealt  fully 
with  that  point.  Being  further  pressed  by  Mr. 
Motoda,  he  said  that  whether  an  Ito  Cabinet  or 
a  Shinagawa  Cabinet  or  any  other  Cabinet 
undertook  the  work  of  Revision,  it  made  no 
matter  in  his  opinion,  provided  only  that  Re- 
vision were  achieved. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  understood  Mr.  Misaki  to 
say  that  provided  the  country's  interests  were 
consulted,  it  mattered  nothing  what  statesmen 
accomplished  the  work  of  Revision.  That  was 
a  very  fine  sentiment.  But  he  had  one  question 
to  ask.  Suppose  that  in  a  certain  country — not 
Japan  of  course — two  parties  existed,  the  one 
insisting  on  strict  enforcement  of  the  Treaties 
and  advocating  a  strong  policy  throughout,  the 
other  invertebrate  and  vacillating,  not  even  com- 
petent to  preserve  for  the  country  the  rights 
which  it  had  never  agreed  not  to  exercise ;  and 
suppose  further  that  the  strong  party,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  persisteut  adherence  to  its 
opinions  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  about 
a  dissolution  of  the  Diet  and  a  general  election 
in  the  sequel  of  which  a  host  of  sycophantine 
waverers  had  been  returned  by  the  constituen- 
cies, would  Mr.  Misaki,  under  such  circum- 
stances, seriously  advocate  the  entrusting  of  a 
vital  problem  of  State  to  a  Cabinet  supported 
by  these  sycophantine  politicians  ? 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  inquired  whether  the  "  deci- 
sive measures"  mentioned  jin  the  last  clause  of 
the  Representation  meant  denunciation  of  the 
Treaties. 

Mr.  Misaki  said  that  the  words  might  bear 
that  interpretation. 

Mr.  Moriya  Konosuke  asked  whether  this 
Representation  was  introduced  at  the  instance  of 
Count  Ito  and  Mr.  Mutsu.  (Cries  of  "  Absurd." 
"  The  Jiyu-to  is  not  capable  of  such  act.") 

Mr.  Sekido  Kakuzo  inquired  whether  Mr. 
Misaki  supposed  that  the  present  Cabinet  could 
achieve  such  a  great  task  as  Treaty  Revision. 

Mr.  Misaki  replied  that  Mr.  Sekido  had  been 
among  those  who  voted  for  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  in  tHe  fourth  session  of  the  Diet  when 
the  same  Cabinet  was  in  power.  He  might 
refer  to  his  own  views  at  the  time  of  casting  that 
vote  to  obtain  an  answer  to  his  present  question. 

Mr.  Kashiwada  Moribumi  opposed  the  Re- 
presentation. It  was  true  that  the  whole 
country,  from  the  Sovereign  downward,  desir- 
ed to  have  the  Treaties  revised.  But  they 
could  not  afford  to  entrust  the  task  to  the 
present  Cabinet.  Numerous  failures  had  been 
made  by  the  Government,  and  the  lesson 
taught  by  them  all  was  that  success  had 
been  rendered  impossible  because  of  the  Go- 
vernment's want  of  firmness,  and  its  futile 
policy  of  attempting  to  conciliate  foreigners 
by  organizing  dancing  classes  at  the  Rokumei- 
kan,  and  other  equally  contemptible  means. 
The  country  could  not  afford  to  risk  another 
failure,  and  the  work  must  therefore  be  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  present  Cabinet.  If 
it  were  necessary  to  speak  more  explicitly,  he 
should  explain  that  the  House  had  already  pre- 
sented an  Address  to  the  Throne  urging  the 


necessity  of  Treaty  Revision,  and  that  certain 
Questions  presented  on  the  same  subject  in  the 
present  session  were  still  awaiting  the  Govern- 
ment's answers.  There  was  no  need  of  a  Re- 
presentation under  such  circumstances,  and  it 
could  do  no  good  in  view  of  the  Cabinet's  in- 
competence. To  ask  the  present  Cabinet  to 
revise  the  Treaties  was  as  though  one  should 
set  Mr.  Mutsu  to  wrestle  with  the  champion 
Konishiki.  Another  consideration  was  that  the 
Government,  by  its  recent  action  towards 
Hawaii,  had  placed  a  new  obstacle  in  the  path 
to  Revision,  and  furnished  a  fresli  demonstra- 
tion of  its  inability  to  discharge  such  a  task. 
He  could  not  vote  for  any  measure  that  im- 
plied entrusting  Treaty  Revision  to  the  Mini- 
ster now  in  power. 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  under  ordinary  circumstances 
would  vote  with  the  Six  Sections,  but  in  the  pre- 
sent case  he  felt  compelled  to  support  this 
Representation.  For  he  rejoiced  to  see  that  it 
breathed  the  very  spirit  by  which  he  himself 
had  been  animated  several  years  ago.  When 
Count  Okuma's  programme  of  Revision  was 
on  the  tapis,  he,  the  speaker,  had  been  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  "  Equal  Treaty  Association  " 
•founded  in  Osaka,  and  had  been  subjected  to 
no  little  opposition  for  the  part  he  then  played. 
Moreover,  he  and  his  friends  had  urged  that 
unless  equal  treaties  could  be  secured,  the 
present  treaties  should  be  denounced.  For 
that  doctrine  too  he  had  suffered  much.  But 
now  his  views  were  all  embodied  in  a  Re- 
presentation introduced  by  the  Radical  Party, 
and  were  even  endorsed  by  the  Kaishin-to 
who  had  supported  Count  Okuma's  Treaty 
project  six  years  ago.  Truly,  the  nation  had 
progressed  largely  in  its  attitude  toward  this 
important  question,  and  he  rejoiced  to  find 
that  public  opinion  was  now  in  agreement 
with  the  views  steadily  advocated  by  him- 
self for  so  many  years.  He  was  persuaded 
that  equal  treaties  could  never  be  secured 
unless  the  problem  were  approached  on  the 
lines  indicated  by  the  Representation,  name- 
ly, Revision  or  Denunciation.  It  was  very 
well  to  talk  of  the  present  Cabinet  being  too 
invertebrate  to  succeed.  No  one  disapproved 
more  than  he  did  of  the  methods  resorted  to  by 
the  country's  statesmen  in  former  years — the 
dancing  classes,  the  fancy  dress  balls,  the 
journalistic  appeals,  the  lectures,  and  so  forth. 
But  if  the  present  Cabinet  were  not  to  do  the 
work,  what  Cabinet  was  to  do  it  ?  An  Okuma 
Cabinet?  Or  a  Shinagawa  Cabinet  ?  As  prac- 
tical men  they  must  not  confine  themselves  to 
mere  negations  but  must  think  also  of  positive 
procedure.  It  was  the  country's  business  to 
render  united  and  ungrudging  support  to  its 
negotiators.  With  the  nation  at  its  back,  the 
Cabinet  would  experience  no  serious  difficulty  in 
effecting  Revision  on  a  footing  of  equality.  He 
thought  that  all  party  considerations  should  be 
laid  aside,  and  that  the  House  should  give  its 
unanimous  support  to  the  Representation. 

Mr.  Takata  Sanaye  had  been  one  of  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Address  to  the  Throne  on  Treaty 
Revision,  and  it  was  his  constant  and  most 
earnest  desire  to  see  the  problem  solved.  But 
he  could  not  consent  to  resort  to  such  a  com- 
paratively paltry  measure  as  a  Representation 
to  the  Government  after  an  Address  had  been 
laid  before  the  Throne  on  the  same  subject. 
The  Representation  talked  of  taking  decisive 
steps  in  the  case  of  countries  that  refused  to 
conclude  equal  covenants.  In  other  words,  the 
treaties  now  existing  with  such  countries  were 
to  be  denounced.  Who  imagined  that  the 
present  Cabinet  was  capable  of  anything  so 
resolute  ?  As  well  bid  a  cripple  stand  up. 
(A  voice,  "  Bid  Count  Okuma  stand  up, 
for  example.")  Not  even  towards  China  and 
Korea  could  the  Cabinet  maintain  the  coun- 
try's prestige.  Both  States  had  shown  their 
contempt  for  Japan  in  connection  with  the  as- 
sassination of  Kim  Ok-kyiin.  He  should  not 
vote  for  any  measure  implying  that  the  House 
confided  in  the  Cabinet's  ability,  or  was  prepar- 
ed to  afford  it  a  fresh  opportunity  for  bringing 
the  nation  into  discredit. 

Mr.  Komatsu  Sansei  was  astounded  at  the  as- 
surance of  the  Kaishin-to  in  posing  as  the  cham- 
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pions  of  an  uncompromising  policy.  Had  they 
forgotten  their  own  leader's  failure  to  achieve 
Treaty  Revision  ?  Had  they  forgotten  the  cause 
of  his  failure,  namely,  his  project  of  employing 
foreigners  to  sit  upon  the  Japanese  bench  ?  The 
Kaishin-io  and  their  leader  had  lagged  so  far 
behind  the  spirit  of  the  nation  five  years  ago 
that  they  had  brought  disgrace  and  discredit  on 
themselves.  Did  they  now  pretend  to  claim  for 
themselves  a  monopoly  of  patriotism  and  cour- 
age ?  This  was  essentially  an  occasion  when 
party  jealousies  should  be  laid  aside.  It 
was  their  duty  to  support  any  ministers  that 
held  the  Sovereign's  commission  when  there 
was  question  of  solving  a  national  problem. 
If  the  Cabinet  seemed  too  weak  for  the  task, 
then  they  should  strengthen  it  by  backing 
it  up.  With  the  whole  nation's  support,  the 
Cabinet  would  have  no  serious  difficulty  in 
obtaining  treaties  on  equal  terms.  They  had 
been  told  that  because  the  House  had  no  con- 
fidence in  the  present  Ministry,  they  should 
fold  their  hands  and  let  things  drift.  Was  that 
what  they  would  do  if,  instead  of  negotiations 
with  Foreign  Powers,  an  attack  from  abroad 
had  to  be  repelled?  Their  duty  was  plain,. 
They  must  show  their  united  and  firm  resolve 
to  have  the  Treaties  revised  on  a  proper  basis, 
and  then,  if  failure  ensued,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  localizing  the  blame. 

The  closure  was  moved  and  carried. 

A  closed  ballot  was  taken  when  140  voted  for 
the  Representation  and  150  against. 

Mr.  Saito  Keiji  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
an  urgency  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Special  Committee  to  inquire  into  certain  tran- 
sactions that  had  occurred  many  years  ago  in 
Yamaguchi  Prefecture.  He  made  a  long  speech 
charging  Count  Inouye,  Count  Yamagata,  and 
Viscount  Torio  with  dishonest  practices,  and 
read  a  number  of  documents  in  support  of  his 
allegations. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee. 

The  Bills  for  amending  the  Local  Govern- 
ment System  were  handed  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee, as  also  was  the  Bill  for  amending  the 
Pawnbrokers'  Regulations. 

The  House  rose  at  5.40  p.m. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  23RD. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10  a.m.,  the  Order  of  the 
Day  being  : — 

I. — Question  relating  to  an  amendment  of  the  Peers  Regulation!. 

The  proceedings  were  in  secret  session,  and 
the  House  rose  at  1  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.15  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

i. — Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Six  Bills  relating  to 

Comparative  Lines  of  Railway, 
a. — Government  Bill  for  granting  charters  to  Private  Companies 

for  the  construction  of  certain  Railways  included  in  the 

Scheme  of  Projected  Lines. 

3.  — Government  Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Law. 

4.  — Government  Bill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regu- 

lations. 

5.  — Government  Bill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  14: 

of  the  land  year  of  Meiji. 
6 — Government  Bill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  4 
of  the  23rd  year  of  Meiji. 

7.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  an  Increase  of  the  Floating 

Capital  of  the  Artillery  Arsenal. 

8.  — Private  Bill  for  affording  Emergency  State  Aid  to  Engineer- 

ing Works  in  Localities. 

9.  — Private  Bi.l  relating  to  Unpaid  Taxes  in  Districts  devastated 

by  Earthquakes. 

Mr.  Sato  Satoji,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  first  Bill 
for  constructing  railways  from  Hachioji  in 
Tokyo  Fu,  to  Ko-fu  in  Yamanashi  Prefecture, 
and  from  Nishi-chikuma-gori  vid  Suwa,  in 
Nagano  Prefecture,  to  Nagoya  in  Aichi  Piefec- 
ture.  They  were  to  be  single  lines,  and  the  cost 
was  estimated  at  1 2,000,000  yen. 

Mr.  Kato  Heishiro,  having  ascertained  by 
questions  that  the  total  time  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  examination  of  the  Bill  had  been 
20  hours,  said  that  although  the  Government's 
object  in  introducing  so  many  measures  in  so 
short  a  session  could  be  guessed,  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Special  Committee  thought 
it  possible  to  consider  and  pass  Bills  such  as 
would  not  involve  future  errors. 

Mr.  Sato  replied  that  he  could  not  speak  for 
the  future. 


A  number  of  questions  were  asked  and  an- 
swered by  the  Government  Delegate,  Mr. 
Matsumoto. 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  did  not  consider  it  possible 
that  the  Bill  should  pass  both  Houses  during 
this  brief  session.  He  inquired  whether  the 
Government  entertained  any  such  hope. 

Mr.  Matsumoto  said  that  the  Government  con- 
fined itself  to  using  every  possible  expedition. 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  moved  that  these  Bills  relat- 
ing to  Government  Railways  should  be  deferred 
till  next  session.  He  considered  that  they  were 
not  receiving  sufficiently  careful  deliberation. 

Mr.  Ito  Daihachi  seconded  the  motion.  He 
asserted  that  the  procedure  of  the  Railway 
Bureau  in  the  past  had  been  marked  by  lack  of 
due  attention  to  military  requirements,  and  that 
these  Bills  nowbefore  them  were  the  consequence 
of  an  awakening  perception  of  the  needs  of  the 
empire's  defences.  The  whole  subject  demand- 
ed closer  attention  than  it  had  received,  and  in 
view  of  its  vital  importance  he  thought  that  a 
decision  should  be  postponed.  He  referred 
only  to  the  lines  in  the  Central  Section. 

Mr.  Kudo  Kokan  moved  an  amendment  that 
Private  Lines  should  be  considered  first,  and 
that  if  any  time  remained,  it  should  be  devoted 
to  the  examination  of  the  projects  for  Govern- 
ment Lines. 

Mr.  Kagami  Kahei  opposed  Mr.  Ayai's 
motion.  It  was  true  that  the  session  was  short, 
but  in  point  of  fact  this  question  had  been 
before  the  country  and  the  House  since  the 
second  session,  and  everybody  interested  in 
politics  must  be  perfectly  familiar  with  it  already. 
The  next  session  would  bring  its  own  business. 
What  they  had  to  do  now  was  to  accomplish 
as  much  as  lay  in  their  power,  and  not  to  fold 
their  hands  and  procrastinate  simply  because 
time  was  short.  The  country's  resources  could 
never  be  developed  by  such  methods. 

The  closure  was  moved  and  carried.  Mr. 
Kudo's  amendment  having  found  no  seconder, 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  Mr.  Ayai  Takeo's  motion 
having  been  put  to  the  vote,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Kato  Heishiro  opposed  the  Bill,  his 
chief  argument  being  that  time  to  consider  it 
properly  was  not  available. 

Mr.  Saito  Keiji  strongly  urged  the  passing 
of  the  Bill.  No  one  ventured  to  deny  that  the 
proposed  railways  were  required,  or  that  their 
construction  had  been  excessively  deferred. 
The  House's  duty  was  to  waste  no  more  time 
debating  useless  points,  but  to  vote  the  measure 
at  once. 

The  closure  was  put  and  carried,  and  the 
House  voted  to  carry  the  Bill  to  a  Second 
Reading. 

Amendments  were  moved  by  Messrs.  Tsu- 
noda,  Kemuro,  Ebara,  Ota,  and  Yamada,  but 
the  House  rejected  them  all  and  passed  the 
original  Bill,  which  was  carried  at  once  through 
its  Second  and  Third  Readings. 

Mr.  Sato  Satoji,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Second 
Bill  for  constructing  railways  from  Naoyetsu  in 
Niigata  Prefecture  to  Niigata  and  Shibata. 

Mr.  Arai  Go  opposed  the  Bill,  but  the  House 
voted  its  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  Arai  Go  and  Dr.  Hasegawa  moved 
amendments  which  were  rejected,  and  the  ori- 
ginal Bill  was  carried  through  its  Second  and 
Third  Readings. 

The  House  rose  at  5.55  p.m. 


THURSDAY,  MAY  24TH,  1894. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.35  P-m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.— (iovernment  Bill  relating  to  the  Management  of  Forged 
Paper  Money. 

a. — Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House,  relating  to  Restoration 
of  confiscated  Pensions. 

3.  — Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House,  for  abolishing  the  Ex- 

port Duty  on  Cotton  Yarn. 

4.  — Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House,  for  amending  the 

Press  Law. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Finance,  introduc- 
ing the  first  Bill  on  the  Order  of  the  Day,  said 
that  of  late  various  notes  resembling  real  bank- 
notes had  come  into  use  for  toy  purposes. 
Many  people,  however,  had  been  deceived  by 
them,  and  the  notes  had  so  often  been  employ- 
ed fraudulantly  that  the  Government  deemed  it 


necessary  to  enact  a  law  forbidding  their  manu- 
facture or  sale. 

Mr.  Murata  Tamotsu  asked  whether  it  was 
necessary,  as  provided  in  the  third  article  of  the 
Bill,  to  empower  the  police  to  confiscate  such 
notes.  Could  not  that  step  be  made  to  depend 
on  the  decision  of  a  Law  Court? 

The  Government  Delegate  explained  that 
the  43rd  Article  of  the  Criminal  Code  warrant- 
ed the  procedure  laid  down  in  the  proposed  law. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee nominated  by  the  President,  with  direc- 
tions to  present  its  report  in  two  days. 

With  reference  to  the  second  Bill  on  the 
Order,  the  Government  Delegate,  in  answer  to 
questions,  said  that  the  number  of  persons 
affected  was  about  540  or  550,  and  the  sum 
involved  aggregated  some  six  hundred  thousand 
yen.  The  idea  was  to  pay  in  ready  mon-jy, 
because  it  did  not  seem  worth  while  to  issue 
bonds  for  so  small  an  amount. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special  Committee 
nominated  by  the  President,  with  instructions  to 
report  within  three  days. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Finance  introduced 
the  third  Bill  on  the  Order  as  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  development  of  the 
country's  industrial  enterprise. 

The  Government  Delegate,  in  reply  to  ques- 
tions, said  that  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns 
in  Japan  had  grown  from  20  million  catties  in 
1889  to  63  million  catties  in  1890,  and  that  the 
import  of  cotton  yarns  had  fallen  from  40  mil- 
lion catties,  valued  at  13  million  yen  in  1888, 
to  19  million  catties  valued  at  7  million-  yen  in 
ig93- 

The  Bill  was  carried  at  once  through  its  Se- 
cond and  Third  Readings,  at  the  request  of  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Finance. 

With  reference  to  the  Bill  for  amending  the 
Press  Law,  Mr.  Suyematsu  Kencho,  Govern- 
ment Delegate,  said  that  the  Government  felt 
compelled  to  oppose  the  Bill,  being  persuaded 
that  the  time  had  not  yet  come  when  the  power 
to  suspend  a  newspaper  could  be  safely  taken 
from  the  Executive.  In  answer  to  Baron  Date, 
he  admitted  that  the  Government  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  principle  of  conferring  such  a 
power  on  the  Executive,  but  considered  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  time  rendered  the  pro- 
cedure inevitable.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Yama- 
gawa  Ko,  he  said  that  suspension  was  not  so 
much  a  punishment  as  a  precaution  against 
mischievous  results. 

Viscount  Ogasawara  moved  that  the  Bill  be 
entrusted  to  a  Special  Committee,  and  trusted 
that  it  would  not  be  "  blocked  "  by  the  Com- 
mittee as  had  previously  been  the  case. 

Prince  Konoye,  as  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee  entrusted  with  the  same  Bill  last 
session,  protested  against  the  language  em- 
ployed by  Viscount  Ogasawara. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee nominated  by  the  President  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  within  two  days. 

The  House  rose  at  12.20  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.15  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.— Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Paper  Issue  of  the  National 
Banks. 

a.— Government  Bill  for  supplementing  Law  No.  aj  of  the  atrd 
year  of  Meiji. 

3.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Lines  of  Railway. 

4.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Construction  by  Private 

Companies  of  Railways  included  in  the  Railway  Project. 

Mr.  Node  Shozaburo  presented  certain  Ques- 
tions with  regard  to  the  Hawaiian  Treaty.  First, 
had  the  abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction  on  one 
side  and  the  opening  of  the  country  on  the  other 
been  matters  of  mutual  agreement.  Secondly, 
why  had  the  country  been  opened  in  exchange 
for  the  recovery  of  Judicial  Autonomy  only, 
without  recovering  Tariff  Autonomy  also,  and 
why  had  no  limits  been  imposed  on  Mixed 
Residence  ?  Thirdly,  whereas  the  granting  of 
Mixed  Residence  ought  to  be  accomplished  by 
law,  it  had  been  done  by  Imperial  Ordinance. 
For  what  reason  ?  He  found  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  understand  these  points,  and  he  there- 
fore sought  an  explicit  statement  from  the  Go- 
vernment. 

The  Government  Delegate  briefly  introduced 
the  first  Bill  on  the  Order,  explaining  that  as 
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the  periods  fixed  by  t lie  charters  of  the  Nationa. 
Banks  were  now  approaching  completion,  legis- 
lation dealing  with  the  circulation  of  their 
paper  money  was  essential. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  the  Special  Com- 
mittee already  appointed  to  report  upon  the  Bill 
forcominuing  the  business  of  the  National  Banks 

The  second  Bill  on  the  Order,  relating  to  the 
same  subject,  was  entrusted  to  the  same  Com 
miltee. 

Mr.  Sato  Satoji,  chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Railway 
from  Kyoto  to  Maizuru  in  preference  to  the 
Railway  from  Tsuchiyama  to  Maizuru. 

Mr.  Nishimura  Teitaro  traversed  this  selec- 
tion alike  from  an  engineering  and  from  an 
economical  point  of  view,  and  called  upon  Mr. 
Tanaka  Shozo  to  elaborate  the  question. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  thereupon  commenced  an 
attack  upon  the  Government  for  appointing 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Mochizuki  on  the  Special 
Committee.  He  said  that  rumour  gave  Mr. 
Mochizuki  a  very  bad  character  and  accused 
him  of  taking  bribes.  Was  he  on  the  Council 
merely  as  a  creature  of  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs?  Such  procedure  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  empire;  a  disgrace  to  the  Diet. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  fact  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  being  entirely  engrossed 
with  the  effort  to  introduce  a  system  of  respon- 
sible Cabinets,  had  not  time  to  acquaint  them 
selves  with  practical  details. — (Laughter.)  The 
members  that  laughed  were  a  pack  of  low  officials 
(tokuri-domo) ;  a  parcel  of  thieves  (dorobo- 
nakama).  They  had  been  drunk  the  night 
before  at  the  Maple  Club.  (The  President  re- 
peatedly called  Mr.  Tanaka  to  order  and  at 
length  reduced  him  to  silence.) 

Mr.  Mochizuki  Unai  protested  against  the 
language  used  by  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo,  and  said 
that,  unless  the  House  chose  to  consider  Mr. 
Tanaka  out  of  his  mind  and  therefore  irrespon 
sible,  his  accusations  must  be  investigated. 

The  President  explained  that  Mr.  Tanaka's 
language  should  be  ruled  out  of  the  stenographic 
record,  and  Mr.  Mochizuki  agreed  to  let  the 
matter  drop. 

The  Bill  was  passed  through  its  Second  and 
Third  Readings. 

Mr.  Motoda  Hajime  questioned  the  propriety 
of  the  course  adopted  with  regard  to  Mr.  Tanaka 
Shozo.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  even 
Mr.  Tanaka  had  spoken  recklessly.  He  was 
doubtless  prepared  to  accept  the  responsibility, 
of  his  allegations.  The  sense  of  the  House 
ought  to  be  taken  on  the  matter. 

The  President  said  that  the  87th  Article  of 
the  Law  of  the  Houses  gave  him  authority  to 
expunge  from  the  record  any  expressions  cal- 
culated to  disturb  the  good  order  of  the  House. 
He  considered  that  the  occasion  now  in  ques- 
tion was  covered  by  that  Article. 

Mr.  Ishida  Kannosuke  pointed  out  that  the 
application  of  the  Article  depended  on  the  pre- 
vious consent  of  the  House. — (Cries  of  "  We  do 
not  consent.") 

Mr.  Mochizuki  repeatedly  endeavoured  to 
attract  the  President's  attention,  but  failing  to 
do  so  by  the  usual  method  of  calling  out 
his  number,  began  to  cry  "  oi  "  "  oi  "  (hulloa). 
This  elicited  protests  from  several  members. 

Mr.  Mochizuki  finally  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  rostrum,  but  when  he  attempted  to  re-open 
the  question  of  Mr.  Tanaka's  language,  the 
President  called  him  to  order,  and  a  great 
uproar  arose  in  the  House,  some  members  urg- 
ing him  to  proceed  and  others  reminding  him 
that  he  had  agreed  to  let  the  matter  drop.  He 
finally  yielded  to  the  President's  ruling  and  re- 
sumed his  seat. 

The  Bill  for  constructing  a  Railway  from 
Takata  in  Nara  Prefecture  to  Wakayama  in 
Wakayama  Prefecture  vid  Gojo,  was  then  pass- 
ed through  its  Second  and  Third  Readings. 

The  House  remained  for  a  time  very  tumultu- 
ous about  the  Tanaka-Mochizuki  incident. 

Mr.  Sato  Satoji,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Railway 
from  Himeji  in  Hyogo  Prefecture  to  Sakai  in 


Tottorl  Prefeciure  vid  Tottori,  in  preference  to 
the  Okayama  route  which  presented  consider 
able  difficulties  and  would  require  the  use  of  the 
Abl  system. 

A  long  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  relative 
merit  of  the  two  routes,  and  the  House  finally 
decided,  by  a  vote  of  132  to  96,  taken  by  a  closed 
ballot,  to  carry  the  Bill,  as  reported  by  the 
Special  Committee,  to  a  second  Reading,  and 
to  proceed  with  the  Second  Reading  at  once. 

Several  amendments,  in  favour  of  different 
routes,  were  introduced,  but  all  were  rejected 
and  the  Bill  was  finally  passed. 

Mr.  Sato  Satoji,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for 
granting  charters  to  private  companies  to  con- 
struct the  following  lines,  originally  included 
in  the  system  to  be  officially  constructed  : — 


A  line  from  Niitsu  in  Niigata  Prefeciure  vid 
Wakamaisu  in  Fukusliima  Prefecture  to  the 
neigliboui  hood  of  Shiiakawa  Hongn. 

A  line  from  Himeji  in  Hyogo  Prefecluie  vid 
Ikuno  or  Sasayama  lo  Maizuru  or  Sonobe  in 
Kyoto  Fu. 

Among  the  lines  from  Tsucliiyama  in  Hyo^o 
Piefeciure  via  Fulcuchiyama  in  Kyoto  Fu  lo 
Maizuru,  a  line  fiom  Ikuno  in  Hyogo  Prefecture 
to  Ayabe  in  Kyoto  Fu  vid  Wakayama. 

A  line  from  Iizuka  in  Fukuoka  Prefecluie  to 
Harada. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  re- 
jected, and  it  was  finally  decided  to  re-commit 
the  Bill  to  a  Special  Committee  nominated  by 
the  President  for  fuller  consideration  and 
amendment. 

The  House  rose  at  6  p.m. 


FRIDAY  MAY  25TH. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 


The  House  met  at  10.30  a.m.  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

-Bills  sent  up  froaa  the  Lower  House  relating  to  Compara- 
tive Lines  of  Railway. 

The  Government  Delegate,  in  answer  to 
Baron  Watanabe,  said  that  the  Bill  before  the 
House  had  been  marked' urgent  because  it  was 
impossible  to  commence  the  construction  of 
railways  in  the  districts  concerned  until  a  final 
choice  had  been  made  between  the  comparative 
routes.  With  regard  to  the  lines  in  question — 
namely,  one  from  Hachioji  to  Kofu,  and  an- 
other from  Hachioji  to  Nagoya  vid  Suwa — no 
occasion  for  employing  the  Abt  system  existed 
anywhere.  The  distance  from  Hachioji  to 
Nagoya  was  222  miles,  and  the  steepest  gradient 
was  one  in  forty. 

Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu,  commenting  on  the 
mania  that  now  existed  for  railway  building, 
asked  whether  the  Government  had  formed  any 
programme  as  to  the  mileage  of  roads  to  be 
officially  constructed  and  the  mileage  of  those 
to  be  privately  constructed.  Also,  what  amount 
of  capital  would  be  involved  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Matsumoto,  Government  Delegate,  re 
plied  in  detail,  giving  the  names  and  localities 
of  a  number  of  lines.  The  mileage  of  the  roads 
to  be  constructed  by  the  Government  during 
the  First  Period  was  913  (including  the  Sanin 
and  Sanyo  lines),  and  the  capital  involved  was 
from  64  to  65  million  yen.    The  number  of 
Private  Companies  actually  engaged  on  works 
of  construction  was  16,  with  a  capital  of  63 
million  yen,  to  be  probably  increased  by  13 
million,  and  the  length  of  their  roads  was  630 
miles.    With  regard  to  companies  to  which 
charters  had  been  granted  but  which  had  not 
yet  commenced  operations,  there  were  12  with 
a  capital  of  7  million  yen.    Moreover,  5  com- 
panies with  a  capital  of  3  million  yen  had  re- 
ceived provisional  charters,  and  the  applications 
ofkig  other  companies,  with  an  aggregate  capi- 
tal of  7%  million  yen,  some  contemplating  the 
opening  of  new  roads,  others  the  extension  of 
old  ones,  had  been  considered  and  approved 
by  the  Railway  Council.    Finally,  as  to  com- 
panies likely  to  obtain  provisional  charters, 
he  could  not  speak  with  absolute  accuracy, 
but  the  capital  involved  was  some  10  mil- 
lion yen.     Between  Government   roads  and 
private  roads  the  aggregate  capital  certainly 
required  was  from    130  to  140  million  yen. 


In  the  case  of  Government  loads,  a  Construc- 
li'in  Period,  as  the  House  doubtless  knew, 
was  12  years,  and  the  capital  was  lo  be  spent 
at  the  rate  of  5  millions  annually.  For  private 
lines  there  was  no  fixed  period  ;  it  varied  from 
7  u>  10  years.  Investigations  had  been  carried 
on  last  year  lo  determine  the  amount  of  capital 
already  spent  by  Private  Companies,  and  it  was 
found  w  be  56  million  yen  appioximately.  This 
amount  had  been  spent  at  the  rate  of  about  6 
millions  annually.  On  Government  lines  the 
expenditure,  since  the  21st  year  of  Meiji,  had 
been,  about  10  millions  yearly,  and  it  was  not 
anticipated  that  any  trouble  would  be  caused 
in  the  market  by  devoting  10  or  12  millions  in 
that  way. 

Viscount  Soga  said  that,  so  far  as  he  could 
judge,  the  intention  was  that  the  Central  Roads 
should  be  constructed  by  the  Government  and 
the  rest  by  private  enterprise.  If  that  were  so, 
what  plan  was  contemplated  with  regard  to  the 
Kiushu  lines?  Further,  was  it  intended  to  use 
rails  imported  from  abroad  or  rails  made  in 
Japan  ?  Of  course,  if  rails  of  domestic  manu- 
facture were  not  suitable,  they  must  be  procured 
elsewhere.  How  much  of  the  130  millions 
involved  would  have  to  go  out  of  the  country 
for  the  purchase  of  material. 

The  Government  Delegate  replied  that  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Central  Roads  the  Government 
intended  to  construct  the  Kagoshima,  the  Sanin, 
the  Sanyo,  and  the  Shinonoi  lines.  As  to  rails, 
the  expenditure  for  each  mile  of  the  Government 
roads  would  be  fifteen  thousand  yen  approximate- 
ly, makingsome  13^  millions  for  the  length  0(913 
miles,  or  an  expenditure  of  about  1,300,000  yen 
annually  for  the  remaining  n  years  of  the  First 
Construction  Period.  Probably  the  expenditure 
for  private  lines  might  be  somewhat  less  per 
mile,  but  assuming  it  to  be  fifteen  thousand  yen, 
the  total  for  1,970  miles  was  about  30  millions. 
The  aggregate  purchasesof  material  from  abroad 
on  account  of  both  Government  and  Private 
Lines  would  probably  not  exceed  4  million  yen. 

Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu  expressed  satisfaction 
with  the  exhaustive  character  of  the  Government 
Delegate's  replies,  but  said  that  there  still  re- 
mained a  multitude  of  points  requiring  elucida- 
tion. He  therefore  moved  that  the  Bill  be  not 
treated  as  an  urgency  measure  but  handed  to  a 
Special  Committee  after  the  usual  plan. 

Mr.  Yamagawa  and  others  supported  the 
motion. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  Bill  was 
handed  to  a  Special  Committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  within  4  days. 

The  Bill  for  constructing  a  line  from  Nao- 
yetsu  to  Niigata  and  Shibata  was  then  taken. 

Viscount  Soga  said  that  this  line  traversed  a 
region  bordering  the  sea.  Was  it  regarded  by 
the  Government  as  a  strategical  line  ? 

The  Government  Delegate  replied  in  the 
negative.  It  would  connect  with  the  Ganyetsu 
Road. 

Viscount  Soga  asked  when  the  construction 
of  the  Ganyetsu  Road  would  be  decided,  and 
being  answered  that  it  belonged  to  the  Second 
Construction  Period  and  would  probably  be 
entrusted  to  a  Private  Company,  he  moved  that 
the  decision  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House 
be  deferred  until  the  question  of  the  Ganyetsu 
Line  came  up  for  debate. 

The  Bill  was  handed  to  the  same  Special 
Cnmmittee,  Viscount  Soga's  motion  having 
been  rejected. 

Mr.  Hayashi  Soyemon  moved  that  the  three 
Railway  Bills  sent  up  the  preceding  day  from 
the  Lower  House  be  placed  immediately  on  the 
Order  of  the  Day,  and  the  House  agreed. 

The  three  Bills,  namely,  those  relating  to  the 
Kyoto-Maizuru,  Takata- Wakayama,  and  Hi- 
meji-Sakai  roads  were  handed  lo  the  same 
Commitiee. 

The  House  rose  at  12.35  P-m- 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESE  NT  ATI  YES. 

The  House  met  at  1.15  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
ihe  Day  being  : — 

1.— Government  Bills  relating  to  granting   of  charter*  to 
Private  Companies  for  Railway  Construction.    Report  of 
Special  Committee, 
a.— Government  Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Laws.  Report 

of  Special  Committee. 
3,— Government  Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Lines  of  Railway. 
Report  of  Special  Oommittee. 
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+. — Government  Bill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regula- 
tions    Report  of  Special  Committee. 

5  Government  Bill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  141 

of  the  aand  year  of  Meiji.    Report  of  Special  Committee- 

6.  — Government  Bill  fur  amending  Law  No.  4  of  the  13rd  year 

of  Mtiji.    Report  of  Special  Committee. 

7.  — Government  Bill  for  increasing  the  Floating  Capital  of  the 

Tokyo  Artillery  Arsenal. 

8.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs.  Report 

of  Special  Committee. 

9.  — Government  Bill  for  granting  Aid  to  Technical  Education. 

Report  of  Special  Committee. 

10.  — Government  Bill  for  the  Temporary  Investment  of  Surplus 

Revenue.   Sent  down  from  the  Peers. 

11.  — Bill  for  Granting  Aid  to  Emergency  Engineering  Works. 
13.— Bill  relating  to  deferred  Payment  of  Taxes  in  Districts 

devastated  by  Earthquakes. 

13.  — Bill  for  abolishing  the  Special  Local  Government  System  in 

the  cases  of  Tokyo,  Kyoto,  and  Osaka.     Report  of  Special 
Commitee. 

14.  — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Local  Government  Law. 

15.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Second-hand  Articles  Dealers  Re- 

gulations. 

16.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Banking  Regulations. 

17.  — Bill  tor  amending  the  Savings  Banks  Law. 

18.  — Representation  relating  to  the  Removal  of  Poisonous  Va- 

pours  in  Okinawa  Prefecture. 

19.  — Address  to  the  Throne  with  relation  to  the  extending  the 

Duration  of  the  Sixth  Session  of  the  Diet. 

Mr.  Ooka  Ikuzo  presented  and  explained  a 
Question  relating  to  the  Soma  affair,  and  Mr. 
Kato  Heishiro  a  Question  as  to  why  the  Go- 
vernment had  undertaken  the  work  of  doubling 
the  line  from  Kobe  to  Osaka  without  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  Diet,  and  whence  the  funds 
required  for  the  purpose  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  Kammuchi  Tomotsune  asked  that  the 
Order  of  the  Day  be  changed  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  the  report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  the  preceding  day  in  conec- 
tion  with  the  Bill  for  granting  railway  charters 
to  private  companies.  The  House  granted  per- 
mission, and  Mr.  Kammuchi  having  explained 
that  the  Committee  recommended  the  Bill  with 
a  slight  amendment,  it  was  passed  through  its 
Second  and  Third  Readings.  The  railways 
concerned  were  those  from  Niitsu  to  Shirakawa, 
from  Himeji  to  Maizuru  or  Sonobe,  and  from 
Ikuno  to  Ayabe. 

Mr.  Sato  Satoji,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  first  Bill 
on  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Higashiwo  Heitaro  moved  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  line  from  Kyoto  to  Maizuru  be 
deferred  until  the  next  session  of  the  Diet.  He 
asserted  that  the  line  was  not  conceived  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  but  in  those  of  a  few 
private  individuals.  If  the  public  interest  had 
been  considered,  another  route  would  have  been 
chosen,  but  the  directorate  of  the  Kyoto-Mai- 
zuru  Road  included  several  influential  politi- 
cians, as  Messrs.  Hoshi  Toru,  Ishida  Kanno- 
8uke,  and  Den  Teikichi,  and  through  their  in- 
fluence it  had  been  preferred  by  the  Railway 
Council.  Mr.  Hoshi  was  said  to  have  resigned 
his  position  on  the  Directorate,  but  whether  he 
had  really  severed  his  connection  with  the 
affair  was  a  question.  It  seemed,  too,  that 
there  had  been  strange  doings  in  the  Rail- 
way Council  with  regard  to  the  line.  The 
Council  had  decided  to  postpone  its  considera- 
tion until  next  session,  but  on  the  9th  instant 
Mr.  Mochizuki,  a  member  of  the  Council, 
had  moved  that  that  decision  be  recon- 
sidered, and  though  his  proposition  was  at 
first  negatived,  it  came  up  again  at  the  Council's 
meeting  on  the  nth,  and  finally  a  special  meet- 
was  held  on  the  13th  and  the"  project  was  ap- 
proved. Great  differences  of  opinion  and  much 
friction  had  arisen  in  Osaka  on  this  subject,  and 
from  every  point  of  view  it  seemed  wiser  to 
defer  a  final  decision. 

Mr.  Mochizuki  asked  where  Mr.  Higashiwo 
had  obtained  information  as  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Railway  Council,  seeing  that  its  sessions 
were  secret. 

The  President  ruled  the  question  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Mochizuki  declared  that  it  was  in  order, 
and  complained  bitterly  that  the  President 
would  neither  allow  him  to  enter  the  rostrum 
not  permit  him  to  put  a  perfectly  proper  ques- 
tion as  to  allegations  openly  made  by  a  mem- 
ber from  the  rostrum.  Much  commotion  en- 
sued. Several  members  cried  out  against  the 
President's  tyranny  and  partiality.  Others  ex- 
horted him  to  suspend  Mr.  Mochizuki.  Others 
shouted  that  Mr.  Hoshi  l'oru  had  been  equally 
arbitrary  as  President. 

Mr.  Uwozumi  Itsuji  traversed  Mr.  Higashiwo's 
allegations.  He  said  that  the  various  routes 
had  received  the  fullest  and  most  impartial  con- 
sideration with  the  result  that  the  Kyoto-Mai- 
zuru  Line  had  been  selected.    It  was  easy  to 


infer  Mr.  Higashiwo's  difficulty  in  finding  a 
ground  of  objection  from  the  fact  that  he  had 
been  driven  to  the  absurdity  of  representing  the 
Railway  Council  as  intimidated  by  a  few  Jiyu- 
to  members. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  Bill  was 
carried  through  its  Second  and  Third  Readings. 
The  lines  concerned  were  as  follow  : — 

From  Naoyetsu  in  Niigata  Prefecture  to  Niigata 
and  Shibata. 
'  From  Kyoto  to  Maizuru. 

From  Gojo  to  Wakayama  on  the  Takata-Wakayama 
Line. 

On  the  Line  from  Tsuruga  in  Fukui  Prefecture  via 
Kanazawa  in  Ishikawa  Prefecture  to  Toyama  in  To- 
yama  Prefecture,  a  branch  to  Nanao  in  Ishikawa 
Prefecture. 

On  the  Road  from  Uyeno  in  Tokyo  via  Sakura  in 
Chiba  Prefecture  to  Choshi,  a  line  from  Sakura  to 
Choshi. 

From  Mito  in  Ibaraki  Prefecture  via  Tairain  Fuku- 
shima  Prefecture  to  Iwanuma  in  Miyagi  Prefecture. 

From  Nara  in  Nara  Prefecture  to  Tuge  in  Miye 
Prefecture. 

From  Himeji  in  Hyogo  Prefecture  via  Ikuno  or 
Sasayama  to  Maizuru  in  Kyoto  Fu  and  Sonobe  ;  or, 
on  the  line  from  Tsuchiyama  in  Hyogo  Prefecture 
via  Fukuchiyama  in  Kyoto  Fu  to  Maizuru,  a  line  from 
Tanigawa  in  Hyogo  Prefecture  to  Sasayama,  and  a 
line  from  Tanigawa  to  Fukuchiyama  in  Kyoto  Fu, 
a  branch  to  Sakata  in  Yamagata  Prefecture  on  the 
road  from  Kinbo  in  Fukushima  Prefecture  via  Yone- 
zawa  in  Yamagata,  Akita  in  Akita  Prefecture  and 
Hiramaye  in  Aomori  Prefecture  to  Aomori, 

The  Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Law  was 
then  taken  and,  after  same  discussion,  passed 
its  Second  and  Third  Readings.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided for  adding  the  following  Lines  to  the 
project  for  the  First  Construction  Period  : — 

From  Nagano  in  Nagano  Prefecture,  or  from  Shina- 
noi,  via  Matsumoto,  to  join  the  line  in  the  preceding 
clause  of  the  Law. 

From  Udo  in  Kumamoto  Prefecture  via  Yatsushiro 
to  Kagosliima. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Lines  «was 
then  passed.  It  provided  for  the  construction 
of  the  line  from  Shinonoi  in  Nagano  Prefecture 
via  Matsumoto  in  preference  to  the  alternative 
line  from  Nagano  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
Bill. 

Mr.  Fuji  Kinsaku,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for 
amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regulations  '{vide 
Proceedings  of  18th  instant),  and  it  was  passed 
through  its  Second  and  Third  Readings. 

The  Bill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance 
No.  141  of  the  22nd  year  of  Meiji  was  also 
passed.  It  provided  that  taxes  might  be  paid 
direct  into  the  Bank  of  Japan  or  its  branches  and 
that  a  receipt  should  be  given  for  the  amount. 

The  Bill  for  amending  Law  No.  4  of  the  23rd 
year  of  Meiji  was  passed.  It  provided  for, an 
improved  method  of  paying  the  taxes  on  marine 
products  in  Hokkaido. 

The  Bill  for  increasing  the  capital  of  the 
Tokyo  Artillery  Arsenal,  which  had  passed  the 
House  last  session  but  failed  to  come  up  for 
discussion  by  the  Peers,  was  entrusted  to  a 
Special  Committee  nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  was 
passed  as  follows  : — 

BILL   RELATING  TO  MILITARY  TELEGRAPHS. 
MILITARY  TELEGRAPH  REGULATIONS. 

Aft.  I. — Military  telegraphs  shall  conduct  com- 
munications 1  elating  to  military 'affairs  with  the 
aid  of  electric  machines. 

Ait.  II. — Military  telegraphs  shall  be  controlled 
by  the  Ministers  ol  Stale  for  War  and  for  the 
Navy. 

Art.  III. — Military  telegraphs  shall  be  divided 
into  the  following  two  kinds  : — 

(a.)  Stationary  military  telegraphs. 
{b.)  Movable  military  telegraphs. 
Ait.  IV. — Stationary  military  telegraphs  shall 
be  established  at  forts,  out-posts,  naval  depots, 
harbours  of  strategical  importance,  towers  erected 
at  sea  coasts,  pali  olling-stations,  and  other  places 
important  for  the  defence  of  the  locality,  and  also 
for  purposes  of  communication  between  such 
places. 

When  stationary  military  telegraphs  are  to  be 
established,  the  Telegraph  and  Phonograph  con- 
struction Regulations,  Law  N<>.  LVIII.,  of  the  23id 
yeai  of  Meiji  (1890),  shall  be  applied. 

Art.  V.  —  Movable  military  telegiaphs  shall  be 
specially  established  in  cases  of  emergency  or  of 
review  at  places  whete  their  establishment  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

For  the  construction  of  movable  military  tele- 


graphs a  building  privately  owned  may  be  made 
use  of,  and  the  necessary  preparations  may  be 
made  in  it.  As  to  the  process  of  taking  possession 
of  such  building  and  of  making  compensation  for 
any  damage  done  to  it,  the  Requisition  Regulations 
shall  be  applied. 

Art.  VI, — Military  telegraphs  may  be  connected 
with  private  telegraph  offices  in  the  vicinity,  or  may 
be  stretched  on  the  poles  of  private  telegraphs. 

Art.  VII. — Stationary  military  telegraphs  may 
be  applied  for  purposes  of  communication  at  large, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  Imperial  Ordinance. 

Art.  VIII.— Art.  CLXIV.  of  the  Criminal  Code, 
Arts.  LVIII.  to  LXIII.  and  Art.  LXXI.  of  the 
Telegiaph  Regulations,  Notification  No.  VIII., 
of  the  18th  year  of  Meiji  ( 1 887)  shall  be  applied  to 
Military  Telegraphs. 

Art.  IX.— In  case  those  engaged  in  military 
telegiaph  business  shall  fall  under  the  provisions 
of  Art.  LVIII.  to  Art.  LXIII.  of  the  Telegraph 
Regulations  in  connexion  with  Military  Telegraphs, 
their  punishment  shall  be  increased  by  one  de- 
gree; when  the  substance  of  a  communication  is 
divulged,  they  shall  be  liable  to  major  confinement 
of  not  less  than  four  months  and  not  more  than 
four  years,  with  the  additional  penalty  of  a  fine 
ranging  from  five  to  fifty  yen. 

Art.  X. — Any  person  who  shall  have  conceived 
the  intention  of  violating  Arts.  LVII.  and  LXII. 
of  the  Telegraph  Regulations  in  connection  with 
Military  Telegraphs,  but  shall  not  have  consum- 
mated the  act  of  violation  shall  be  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  the  provision  relating  to  non-Con- 
summated Offences  in  the  Criminal  Code. 

Dr.  Hasegawa,  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for 
granting  aid  to  Technical  Education. 

Mr.  Higashiwo  Heitaro  moved  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Bill  be  postponed  until  after  the 
question  of  Re-assessment  of  the  Taxable  Value 
of  Land  had  been  settled,  but  the  House  re- 
jected the  motion,  and  after  some  discussion 
the  Bill  was  passed. 

Bill  for  affording  Aid  from  the  Treasury 
toward  the  expenses  of  technical 
Education. 
Art.  I. —  Forthe  purpose  of  encouragingtechnical 
education,  a  sum  of  yen  150,000  shall  be  annually 
disbursed  from  the  Treasury  toward  the  expenses 
of  the  same. 

Art.  II. — To  such  of  the  Public  Technological 
Schools,  Apprentices'  Schools,  and  Technological 
Training-Schools,  attached  to  Elementary  Schools, 
as  are  deemed  efficient  in  their  instruction,  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Education  shall  grant  aid  in 
money. 

When  the  Minister  of  State  for  Education  deems 
it  necessary,  he  may  aid  the  Public  Agiicultuial 
Schools,  Commercial  Schools,  and  Agricultural  and 
Commercial  Training-Schools  attached  to  Elemen- 
tary Schools,  as  well  as  the  Schools  mentioned  in 
the  above  clause. 

Art.  III. — The  subsidy  granted  to  any  School 
shall  never  exceed  one-half  of  the  sum  defrayed  by 
the  Prefecture,  Rural  District,  Urban  Distiict, 
Division  or  Division  School  League,  for  the  orga- 
nization and  maintenance  of  that  School. 

Art.  IV. — No  School  not  observing  the  Regula- 
tions telating  to  the  education  of  students,  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Slate  for  Education,  or  not  ful- 
filling the  required  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
said  Minister  of  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  subsidy. 

Art.  V.— The  Prefecture,  Rural  Distiict,  Uiban 
District  Division,  Ward  and  Division  School  Lea- 
gue, leceiving  aid  under  the  present  law,  shall  be 
bound  to  defray  the  expenses  of  all  Schools  within 
thei:-  limits  receiving  subsidies  for  more  than  five 
consecutive  yeais.  Provided  that  the  same  ob- 
ligation remains  in  case  the  subsidy  is  continued 
in  accordance  with  Art.  VI. 

Ait.  V. — Five  years  constitute  a  term  in  be- 
stowing a  subsidy  t<pon  each  School.  The  grant, 
if  necessary,  may  be  continued  after  the  expiration 
of  a  term.  Provided  that,  when  the  Minister  of 
State  for  Education  deems  the  School  impeifectly 
managed,  or  when  it  has  declined  in  prosper!}',  or 
when  Art.  IV.  and  other  Regulations  determined 
by  the  Minister  of  Stale  for  Education  aie  violated, 
or  when  the  obligations  stated  in  Art.  V.  are  neg- 
lected, the  subsidy  may  be  withdrawn  or  suspended 
even  before  the  expiration  of  its  term. 

Art.  VII. — When  it  is  found  necessary  to  train 
the  masters  to  be  employed  in  the  Schools  men- 
tioned in  Art.  II.,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Educa- 
tion may  disburse  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  tenth 
of  the  sum  slated  in  Ail.  I.  for  meeting  the  re- 
quired expenses. 

Art.  VIII.— Regulations  necessary  for  the  en- 
foicement  of  the  present  law  shall  be  determined 
by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Education. 


May  26,  1S94.] 
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Surri,KMi'.NT»RY  Hulk. 
Ait.  IX.— Tin  present  law  shall  come  into  foice 
on  and  after  the  1st  day  o(  Api  il  of  the  27th  year 
of  Meiji  (1894)'   

Explanation  ov  the  Bill  FOR  AFFORDING 

AlD  FROM  THE  TREASURY   IN   RBSPBGT  OK 
THB  COST  OF  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

It  admits  of  no  doubt  tliat,  for  the  increase  of 
national  wealtli,  it  is  necessary  to  tal<e  measuies 
for  ensuring  the  progress  of  industrial  arts.  The 
technological  and  other  branches  of  the  industry 
of  this  country  have,  il  is  true,  their  peculiar  em- 
pirical rules  and  have  certainly  made  consider- 
able advance,  but  they  are  not  yet  altogether  in  a 
position  to  utilize  the  fruits  of  science  and  civiliza- 
tion. Not  a  few  of  them,  still  hampered  by  old 
customs,  remain  stationary  and  unpi  ogi  essive. 

Il  is  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity  to-day  to  im- 
prove the  industrial  arts,  and  though  there  are 
many  ways  to  be  suggested,  the  most  necessary  of 
all  is  the  laying  a  good  foundation  of  technical, 
and  especially  elementary  technical,  education. 
The  fruits  of  technical  education  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  the  establishment  of  industrial  schools 
of  various  descriptions.  These  schools  may  be 
divided  into  higher  and  lower.  Those  that  are  now 
maintained  by  the  Cential  Government  mostly 
belong  to  (the  higher  category,  whilst  those  of  a 
lower  class  are  nowhere  sufficiently  numerous  in 
country  districts.  This  must  be  ascribed  partly  to 
the  inadequate  appreciation  of  them  on  the  part 
of  the  industrial  classes  at  large,  and  partly  to 
want  of  funds  in  the  hands  ot  local  bodies  for  pro- 
viding them  with  requisite  equipments. 

In  modem  Europe  there  is  not  a  State  that  does 
not  promote  technological  education  as  a  means 
of  increasing  its  wealth,  or  strive  to  excel  other 
nations  in  the  application  of  science  to  profitable 
production.  In  this  country,  however,  the  feudal 
prejudice  of  paying  undue  homage  to  unproductive 
branches  of  learning  still  reigns  in  the  minds  of 
most  people,  and  even  young  persons  are  apt  to 
give  themselves  up  to  scholastic  discussions  and  to 
ignore  the  industrial  arts.  But,  if  we  wish  to  have 
our  national  education  a  scourceof  national  wealth 
and  power  by  making  it  and  production  go  hand 
in  hand,  it  must  be  useful  to  encourage  technical 
education,  especially  popular  technical  education, 
and  to  aid  all  local  attempts  that  are  made  to 
further  its  improvement  and  development.  This 
is  the  reason  why  the  enactment  of  the  law  for 
affording  aid  to  technical  schools  is  indispensable 
to-day. 

The  Bill  for  the  Temporary  Investment  of 
Surplus  Revenue  was  entrusted  to  a  Special 
Committee  nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Bill  relating  to  grants  in  Aid  of  Emer- 
gency Engineering  Works  was  entrusted  to  a 
Special  Committee  nominated  by  the  President, 
and  the  House  rose  at  6  p.m. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦  

[Our  readers  ust  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  senti  ents  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 


"  PAUL  ANJIRO." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail.- 
Sir, — I  am  really  grateful  to  my  critics,  who  so 
kindly  correct  certain  misspelled  words  in  "  Paul 
Anjiio."  Since  the  publication  of  the  first  few 
chapters  I  have  had  access  to  such  works  as  will 
aid  me  in  the  correct  spelling  of  European  names 
in  the  future. 

As  to  the  source  of  my  information,  Mr.  Dietzis 
wholly  wrong,  so  is  Mr.  Z.  Y.  As  to  the  authenti- 
city of  the  work,  and  the  correctness  of  the  history 
it  records,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt.  Time 
might  be  spent  more  successfully  elsewhere,  but 
I  know  of  very  many  who  have  heard  or  read 
but  little  on  the  matter  contained  in  "  Paul  An- 
jiro."  As  to  the  correctness  of  the  translation  of 
the  facts  from  Japanese  into  English,  I  let  those 
who  have  the  01  iginal  be  the  judges. 

I  am,  yours  very  truly,  G.  E.  DIENST. 

44,  Tsukiji,  Tokyo,  May  10th,  1894. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — Absence  from  home  has  delayed  a  reply 
to  "  Z.Y."  and  Mr.  Dietz  respecting  "  Paul  An- 
jiro."  The  recent  letters  from  these  two  gentlemen 
need  no  detailed  reply,  except  to  repeat  that  they 
are  wrong  in  their  intimations  as  to  the  authority 
from  which  I  derive  my  information.  The  original 
was  written  hy  a  Mr.  Crasset,  and  published  in 
17 15.  An  effort  to  obtain  this  book  through  Paris 
book-sellers  has  failed,  as  well  as  all  other  efforts 


thus  far.     I  should  CODiidei    It   a  great  favoui  if 
Mi.  "Z.Y."  01  Mr.  D.  would  tell  IDS  wheie  the 
01  iginal  French  may  he  hail. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  vei  y  tiuly, 

G.  E.  DIENST. 

Tokyo,  May  22nd,  1894. 


L  Err  E  R  OF  III  A  N  KS . 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — I  should  like  to  publicly  acknowledge, 
thiough  the  columns  of  your  paper,  my  apprecia 
lion  of  the  kindness  I  received  fiom  the  authorities 
and  natives  of  the  little  village  of  Eno-no-Ura, 
when  my  ship  was  driven  ashore  during  a  heavy 
gale  on  Wednesday  last.  They  rendeied  me 
every  possible  assistance,  and  I  must  say  that 
their  conduct  compares  very  favourably  with  that 
sometimes  expei  ienced  from  Western  nations.  I 
more  particularly  beg  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the 
Chief  of  Police  at  Eno,  the  Governor  of  Niimazu, 
and  the  Custom  House  Officer  sent  from  Yoko- 
hama, from  all  of  whom  I  received  great  kindness 
under  trying  circumstances.  I  have  already  pri- 
vately acknowledged  my  thanks  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine  in  Tokyo,  and  to  the  Captain  of  the  Ten- 
riu  Kan,  the  war-vessel  sent  to  my  assistance, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  willing  to  use  every  possible 
means  to  put  my  vessel  in  a  position  of  safety. 

I  would  thank  you  to  publish  this  letter,  as  I 
consider  it  only  due  to  the  parties  herein  mentioned. 

Trusting  I  have  not  encroached  too  much  on  your 
valuable  space, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  tiuly, 

Wm.  O.  THOMAS, 
Master  of  Biitish  Ship  Argomene. 
Yokohama,  22nd  May,  1894. 


We  could  not  blame  them  for  charging  the  whole 
quantity  to  us.  Nor  could  wo  blame  them  for 
slopping  the  supply.  But  what  I  submit  in  a 
lliaineful  piece  of  business  in  that  : 

(lit  They  cut  off  tlie  supply  at  about  five  o'clock, 
just  before  the  dinner,  and  left  their  office  f"r 
the  night,  giving  us  110  opporluniiy  to  teclify 
any  ei  1  or  or  satisfy  their  demands.  As  our  house 
is  an  hotel  the  iucon veniuce  occasioned  to  us  is 
veiy  apparent,  as  we  could  get  no  water  until 
it  pleased  them  to  open  their  office  at  9  or 
10  next  morning.  2nd.  That  although  there 
was  an  official  left  in  charge — an  official  who  un- 
derstood and  spoke  English — and  we  offered  to 
deposit  with  him  a  larger  sum  in  money  that  their 
hill  demanded,  he  refused  to  receive  it,  and  said  it 
was  contrary  to  regulations.  3id.  That  they  would 
not  only  not  receive  the  money,  lint  tefused  our 
earnest  request  that  the  water  might  be  turned  on 
for  that  evening,  or  until  the  matter  could  be  set- 
tled next  morning. 

If  tl  ley  could  not  receive  the  money  as  it  was 
past  office  hours,  why  on  earth  should  they  turn  off 
the  water  just  before  leaving  their  office  for  the 
night  and  not  turn  il  off  in  ihe  morning  during  busi- 
ness hours,  or  not  give  us  the  slightest  warning. 
There  was  no  chance  of  putting  things  right. 
They  1  urn  off  the  water  because  we  delayed  pay- 
ing an  extraordinary  demand,  and  they  refuse  lo 
receive  the  money  when  offered  and  refuse  to  sup- 
ply the  water  until  the  following  morning.  It  was 
coutraiy  to  "regulations."  Aye,  and  common 
sense  and  civility  too. 

Yours  truly, 

F.  STANILAND. 

May  24th,  1894. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT  METERS. 


PRAYER-WHEELS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir,  —  I  think  you  are  mistaken  in  your  editorial 
of  May  10th,  stating  that  nothing  resembling 
a  prayer-wheel  exists  at  Asakusa.  I,  your  humble 
servant,  have,  in  the  grounds  of  Asakusa  Temple, 
actually  tinned — not  exactly  a  prayer  wheel,  but 
something  closely  resembling  one  in  idea.  It  is  a 
huge  revolving  book-case,  containing  a  complete 
set  of  the  Buddhist  canons,  and  to  turn  it  once  is 
said  to  be  equivalent  in  merit  to  the  perusal  of 
the  whole  Ti  ipitaka.  I  hope  I  have  acquired  the 
merit.  Whether  the  thing  is  still  there,  I  cannot 
say.  It  is  now  nearly  five  years  since  I  turned 
it.  Such  a  construction,  although  not  perhaps  a 
prayer-wheel,  might  rightly  be  compared  to  one. 

Yours,  &c,  L.  H. 

May  14,  1894. 


THE  YOKOHAMA  WATER-WORKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — Appreciating  the  freedom  your  columns 
have  ever  afforded  correspondents  who  have  writ- 
ten upon  subjects  of  general  interest  to  the  fo- 
reign community,  I  should  be  glad  to  avail  myself 
of  this  privilege  in  making  known  a  somewhat  un- 
pleasant experience  we  have  had  in  connection 
with  the  Water- woiks.  We  get  our  water  supply 
from  llie  Water-works,  and  at  the  end  of  March 
received  a  bill  for  the  cost  of  about  32,000  gallons 
of  water.  As  we  had  occupied  the  house  about  2\ 
months  at  that  lime,  we  called  attention  to  the 
enormous  quantity  charged  lo  our  account  and 
made  inquiries  regarding  it.  We  discovered  that 
we  had  been  charged  for  the  whole  amount  con- 
sumed upon  the  premises  from  January  1st  to 
May  31st,  including  a  considerable  quantity  used 
for  building  and  cementing  purposes,  as  well  as  a 
large  propoi  tion  used  for  business  purposes  by  the 
Yokohama  Co-operative  Association.  Mr.  Koba- 
yashi  called  upon  me  al  my  request,  and  we  tried 
to  solve  the  difficult  problem  of  how  fair  a  propor- 
tion inight  be  charged  to  the  other  two  consumers 
as  well  as  ourselves,  as  sometime  during  Feb- 
ruary a  separate  metre  had  been  put  in  for 
our  use.  Satisfied  of  there  being  some  mistake, 
Mr.  Kobayashi  went  away,  and  we  thought  some 
fair  division  would  be  made.  However,  a  notice 
came  calling  our  attention  to  a  certain  article  in 
in  the  Code  of  Regulations,  which  article  we  had 
never  seen,  and  which  code  we  had  never  received, 
so  we  didn't  know  much  about  the  subject.  We 
went  again  to  the  office,  and  said  that  as  the 
manager  of  the  Co-operative  Association  was  sick 
and  we  could  not  arrange  with  him,  we  would  be 
responsible  for  the  whole  amount  and  fix  up  mat- 
ters with  the  other  two  consumers  ourselves.  But 
within  three  days,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
supply  was  cut  off.  We  posted  off  to  the  office 
and  inquired  why.  Oh,  we  hadn't  paid  for  the 
32,000  odd  gallons  of  water  alleged  to  have  been 
consumed  by  us. 

Now  comes  the  scandalous  part  of  llie  business, 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail.'' 
Sir, — In  your  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
General  Meeting  of  the  Club  Hotel,  Ltd.,  I  was 
very  much  astonished  as  well  as  amused  at  the 
statement  made  by  a  shareholder,  when  discuss- 
ing the  electric  light  charges,  that  "There  is  no 
electiic  light  meter  in  the  woild  that  can  ac- 
curately tell  how  much  of  the  current  has  passed 
through  it."  This  was  emphasized  by  the  Chair- 
man as  '*  Perfectly  correct,  sir."  I  do  not  know 
whether  these  two  gentlemen  claim  experience  as 
electricians  and  made  professional  investigations 
of  the  various  electric  light  meters  in  use,  or  if 
they  have  only  jauntily  expressed  their  opinions 
as  consumers  of  electricity  by  meter.  I  have  had 
some  little  experience  with  meters,  and  very  con- 
siderable experience  with  consumers  of  electricity, 
both  by  meter  and  otherwise,  and  I  am  very  much 
impressed  by  the  fact,  very  prevalent  among 
Yokoh  ama  residents  (and  probably  elsewhere  as 
well),  that  the  electric  light  is  looked  upon  as 
so  much  sunshine— costs  nothing  to  the  supplier, 
and  when  once  laid  on  to  a  building  can  be  used 
ad  libitum,  and  a  good  grumble  at  the  end  of  the 
month  is  considered  a  quid  pro  quo  for  the  amount 
of  light  supplied.  From  this  point  of  view,  all  I 
can  do  is  to  parody  the  words  of  the  Club  Hotel 
shareholder,  and  say  that  there  is  no  electric 
light  meter  in  the  world  than  can  accurately  tell 
the  amount  of  shuffling  thai  will  be  used  at  the 
end  of  the  month  iu  trying  to  get  out  of  paying 
for  what  has  been  actually  supplied  in  the  shape  of 
light.  Hapless  electric  light  suppliers  !  It  is  very 
fortunate  there  are  not  many  such  victims  who 
have  undertaken  to  add  to  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  Ihe  community.  On  the  contrary,  if 
those  gentlemen  of  the  Club  Hotel  speak  thus 
authoritatively  as  electricians,  then  allow  me  to 
quote  an  authority  which  perhaps  is  as  good  as 
theii  s,  which  will  show  both  the  ignorance  and  fal- 
lacy of  their  statements  upon  electric  light  meters 
in  general  and  the  one  in  particular  in  use  at  the 
Club  Hotel.  There  are  no  doubt  both  good  and 
bad  among  meters,  as  well  as  among  humanity, 
and  neither  are  infallible.  The  meter  in  use  at 
the  Club  Hotel  is  known  as  the  Aron  Meter  and 
extracts  from  the  report  of  investigations  made  by 
an  electrician  of  world-wide  repute,  namely,  Mr. 
Gisbert  Kapp,  upon  the  Aron  Meter,  and  published 
in  the  Electrician,  7th  February,  1890,  will  show 
ihe  opinion  of  one  who  does  understand  something 
about  this  matter. 

After  having  stated  that  he  subjected  the  Aron 
Meter  to  a  series  of  tests  extending  over  10  days, 
with  ihe  minimum  and  maximum  currents  lespec- 
tively  of  7  and  26  amperes  and  a  variation  in  pres- 
sure of  between  95  and  130  volts,  Mr.  Kapp  winds 
up  the  results  with  the  following  observations  :— 
"  The  meter  being  intended  for  a  40-light  instal- 
lation, it  seemed  advisable  to  test  it  within  the 
limits  of  the  current  which  would  ordinarily  obtain 
in  such  an  installation,  I  made,  therefore,  prolong- 
ed tests  with  currents  of  8  and  23  amperes,  which 
corresponded  to  12  and  35  lamps  respectively. 
The  co-efficients  I  obtained  were  the  following  :— 
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wild  35  lamps,  1. 130,  with  12  lamps,  1. 141.  I  also 
made  a  prolonged  lest  with  a  single  lamp  in  order 
to  determine  the  accuracy  of  the  meter  at  the  lowest 
current  at  which  it  can  possibly  he  used  in  practice. 
This  test  is  for  all  meters  the  most  severe,  since  any 
error,  however  small,  absolutely  becomes  relatively 
large  if  the  current  to  be  metered  is  very  small.  I 
found  that  even  at  ihe  lowest  limit  of  current  the 
Aron  Meter  gave  a  remarkably  accurate  result, 
the  co-efficienl  with  one  lamp,  1. 146.  On  the  basis  of 
these  figures  it  is  now  possible  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  meter  when  in  practical  use 
taking  the  mean  between  the  co-efficients  for  12 
and  35  lamps,  I  find  1.1355  as  the  co-efficient  to  be 
used  with  this  meter.  The  maximum  error  which 
would  obtain  if  the  meter  weie  always  worked  at 
the  lower  01  always  at  the  higher  limit  of  current 
would  then  be  one-half  per  cent.,  but  as  in  practice 
the  meter  will  generally  be  wmked  at  intermediate 
currents  ihe  probable  error  will  be  less  than  one- 
half  per  cent.  I  need  hardly  say  that  this  degree 
of  accuracy  is  greater  that  than  of  any  gas  meter 
and  more  than  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes." 

The  above  is  ihe  opinion  of  a  world-renowned 
expert  electrician.  Now  is  the  Club  Hotel 
shareholder  prepared  to  substantiate  his  vague 
condemnation  of  electric  light  meters  by  a  cor- 
responding analysis  of  what  he  has  based  his  ex- 
perience upon.  I  am  afraid,  with  him,  it  is  more 
a  matter  of  dividends  than  meters.  According 
to  the  above  statements,  a  maximum  error  of 
one-half  per  cent,  is  only  87^  cents  in  $175.00, 
the  amount  staled  at  the  meeting  as  the  cost  per 
month  of  the  electric  light ;  however,  it  will  be 
very  hard  woik  for  this  Club  Hotel  shareholder  to 
get  his  dividend  out  of  that  possible  error  in  Ihe 
expenditure  of  the  Hotdl.  In  fact,  the  error  might 
be  the  other  way,  and  he  would  then  have  87^  cents 
less  than  nothing.  Anyhow  he  had  belter  grumble 
at  something  else  than  electric  light  meters. 

Absolute  accuracy  in  measuring  electric  cur- 
rents is  not  confined  10  the  Aron  Meter,  as  a  writer 
in  ihe  Electrician  of  141I1  February,  1890,  when 
confirming  Mr.  Kapp's  verdict,  says: — "As  an 
instance  of  what  a  meter  can  do,  I  may  mention 
one  that  has  been  at  work  since  December,  1887, 
continuously,  and  is  still  woiking  satisfactorily. 
The  constant  was  determined  at  1. 9  amperes,  at 
95  amperes,  and  at  four  intermediate  points,  and 
the  extreme  variation  from  the  mean  was  O.I  per 
cent."  This  would  reduce  the  shareholder's  divi- 
dend to  8f  cents,  only. 

Again,  out  of  1,573  meters  in  use  in  London  in 
1891,  no  less  than  508  of  them  were  Aron  Meter  s, 
and  the  same  meter  gained  the  prize  of  2,000 
francs  awarded  by  the  Municipal  Council  of  Paiis 
in  1890  for  the  most  accurate  electric  light  meter. 

I  must  apologise  for  referring  to  the  incident  at 
such  length,  bill  as  there  are  now  many  people 
using  ihe  electric  light  and  so  much  misconception 
existing  among  the  general  public  in  regard  to 
it  and  its  use,  I  trust  these  remarks  will  help 
to  assure  the  apparently  misinformed  that  in  using 
the  electric  light,  they  are  more  likely  to  be 
charged  correctly  than  they  are  when  using  gas. 

Yours,  &c,  S.  C. 

Kamakura,  May  19th,  1894. 


Sanyo  Railways — 

Kobe- Mihar  a   143-4° 

Hiogo-Wadasaki    1.64 


Kiushu  Railways— 

Moji-Kumamoto    121.31 

Tosu  Saga    I5-30 


145-24 


Kwansei  Railways — 

Kusatsu-Yokkaichi    49-25 

Kameyama-Tsu   960 


—  136.61 


 59.05 


Osaka  Railways— 

Osaka-Sakurai    29. 10 

Oji-Nara   9-38 

Hankwai  Railway— 

Osaka-Sakai  

Chikuho  Railways— 

Wakamatsii-Iizuka    24.38 

NokataKaneda    6.20 


RAILWAY  MILEAGE  IN  JAPAN. 
 ♦  

The  following  shows  the  mileages  of  the  rail- 
ways in  operation  and  of  those  under  con- 
struction in  Japan  at  the  present  time: — 

open  lines. 
Government  Railways — 

m.  ch.  m.  ch. 

Tokyo- Kobe    376.31 

Ofiina- Yokosuka    10.03 

Obu-Taketoyo    12.01 

Maibara-Kanagasaki    3I-OI 

Nagahama- Fukatami    9.60 

Baba  Otsu    I.23 

Takasaki  Naoetsu   117.10 

 557-49 

Nippon  Railway  Company — 

Tokyo-Aomori    454-66 

Shinagawa- Akabaue    12.76 

Omiya-Maibashi    51-14 

Utsunomiya-Nikko    25.OO 

Iwakiri-Shiogama   4.23 

Uyeno  Akihanohara    1. 15 

Oyama-Mito    4!-45 

Mito  Nakagawa    0.62 

Shiiiuchi-Hachinohe   3.30 
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Kobu  Railway — 

Shinjiku-Hachiojl    22.77 

Ryomo  Railway — 

Oyama-Maebashi  ,   52.17 


Settsu  Railway — 

Amagasaki-Ikeda  

Iyo  Railway — 

Takahama-Hiraigawara   

Sanuki  Railway— 

Mar  11  game-  Kotohira  

Sangu  Raii/way— 

Tsu-Miyagawa   

Hokkaido  Railways— 

Temiya-Hoi  onai    56.02 

Horonaibuto  Yakushunbetsu    4.39 

Muroran-Soiachifuto    108.43 

Sunagawa-Utashinai    8.64 

Oiwake-Yubar  i    26.49 


38.48 
6.13 

30.58 

8-35 
10.19 
10.15 
23-58 


Kushiro  Railway— 
Shibecha-Atosanobori  , 

Sano  Railway— 

Kudzuo-Koshinagawa 


204.39 
25.78 
9-50 


Grand  Total   h937-i5 

lines  under  construction. 

Government  Railways— 

Fukushima-Aomoi  i    298.26 

Tsuruga-Toyama    123.58 


Sanyo  Railway— 

Mihaia-Hiroshima   

Kiushu  Railways— 

Kumamoto-Malsuhashi   II. 00 

Saga-Tsukasaki    17.60 

Kwansei  Railway— 

Yokkaichi-Nagoya   

Hoshiu  Railway— 

Gyohashi  Ikar  i   

Kawagoe  Railway— 

Kokubunji-Kawagoe   

Ome  Railway — 

Ome-Tachikawa   ,  

Osaka  Railway— 

Tennoji- Mimeda   ,  

Nanwa  Railway — 

Takata  Gojyo  

Bantan  Railway— 

Shikama-Ikuno   •.  

Settsu  Railway — 

Ilami-Namase  

Boso  Railway — 

Sogano  Odzuna  

Nara  Railway — 

Naia -Kyoto   

Kobu  Railway— 

Sliinjiku-Iidamachi   

Ota  Railway — 

Ota-Mito  

Sobu  Railway — 

Honjo-Sakuia   n  

Nanyo  Railway— 

Matsuyama-Gunnaka   ,  

Dogo  Railway — 

Dogo-Asami  and  Matsuyama   


422.04 
45-29 

28  60 
23  55 
I7-56 
18.20 
13.07 

6.00 
16.40 
29.00 

6.00 

"•39 
26.00 

3-5° 
12.18 
31.40 

6.57 
3.06 


Grand  Total    721.01 


THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY 
OF  JAPAN. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  above  mentioned 
Society  washeld  at  ihe  Shiba  Koyokwan,  at  4  p.m 
on  ihe  201I1  inst.,  Dr.  E.  Divers,  F.H.S.,  in  the  chair. 

The  first  business  was  the  election  of  officers, 
and  lire  following  changes  and  additions  were 
made  : — 

Mr.  Kajinia  Seihei  resigned  the  1 1  easu  1  ership 
and  was  elected  a  Vice-Pi  esiden  t 

Dr.  E.  Baelzwas  elected  a  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Y.  Ishizu  was  elected  a  Treasurer. 


Mr.  K.  Ogura  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Committee. 

The  remaining  officers  for  the  past  year  were  all 
re-elected. 

The  Secretaries'  report  was  not  read,  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  Dr.  Augustus  Wood,  but  Messrs. 
Y.  Ishikawa  and  W.  K.  Burton  gave  the  general 
sense  of  it.    The  report  is  as  follows  : — 
Annual  Report  of  the  Photographic  Society, 
May,  24TH. 

Your  Secretaries  have  to  report  a  healthy  growth 
of  the  Society.  Regular  monthly  meetings  have  been 
Id  in  the  rooms  of  the  Geographical  Society  of 
Japan  in  Tokyo,  and  in  Yokohama,  and  in  every  case 
results  of  investigations  have  been  exhibited  and  new 
theories  in  photography  have  been  brought  forward 
which  have  largely  contributed  to  the  advancement  of 
our  science  in  Japan.  Many  members,  both  Japan- 
ese and  foreign,  have  brought  before  the  meetings 
results  of  new  investigations  in  the  photographic  art 
and  have  incited  others  to  further  investigations.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Japanese  members  have 
expecially  distinguished  themselves  by  new  and  strik- 
ing investigations.  In  May,  1893,  the  Society  held  an 
exhibition  in  Uyeno  Park  of  pictures  loaned  from 
England,  and  prizes  were  awarded  by  a  Jury  of  Japa- 
nese artists.  For  the  succese  of  this  exhibition  the 
society  was  much  indebted  to  the  efforts  of  three  of 
its  members,  Messrs.  Kajima,  Hornel,  and  Henry.  The 
exhibition  was  continued  for  a  period  in  the  Public 
Hall  at  Yokohama.  Since  our  last  report  there 
has  been  a  large  addition  to  the  membership  of  the 
society.  It  has  been  our  deepest  misfortune  that  one 
member  has  left  us,  one  who  often  presided  over  our 
meetings,  one  whom  we  all  loved  and  whose  loss  we 
deeply  regret,  Mr.  Edmund  R.  Holmes.  We  will  not 
soon  forget  his  sympathy  for  our  efforts,  his  fine 
manliness,  and  his  genial  fellowship. 

On  the  whole,  the  year  marks  a  decided  advance  in 
our  Society,  in  a  closer  union  of  the  different  mem- 
bers and  a  more  exact  investigation  of  photographic 
phenomena. 

The  following  repoit  of  the  Treasurers  was  read 
and  fully  explained  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Hare: — 
Treasurers'  Report  for  the  Two  Years  ending 
April,  1894. 

1893-4.  Cash  Account. 

To  2  years'  Entrance  fees  and  Subscriptions  for  both 

Japanese  and  foreign  members   $461,000 

To  Cash  balance  from  189a  account   92.055 

To  interest  until  December,  1893   7tg 

1893.4. 

By  Printing  report  for  the  year  1892   

By  Hire  of  rooms,  refreshments,  and  expenses  at  meet- 
ings in  Yokohama  and  Tokyo   

By  Field-day  (excursion)  expenses   

By  Printing  circulars,  notices,  post-cards,  postage,  and 
stationery  ...   

By  Club  Hotel  Account  Meeting  on  February,  1893  

By  Oriental  Hotel  Account  Meeting  on  February,  1894. 

By  Expenses  incurred  by  Hon.  Corresponding  Secretary 
in  connection  with  correspondence  to  America  and 
Europe,  since  1890   25.000 

By  Case  to  contain  address  presented  to  H.I.M.  the 

Emperor   10.000 

By  Rent  of  piano,  Yokohama  meeting,  1893     7.000 

By  Collector's  wages  1894    17^130 

By  Balance  in  Bank  (ir9th  National)    211.284 

&S4.774 

Resources. — 1893-1894. 
Subscriptions  and  entrance  fees  due  from  76 

members   fa6o 

Deducting  15  absent    J04 

Property  of  the  Society — 

Cash  box   $1.60 

Flags    j.oo 

Treasurer's  stamp    gj 

Papyrograph   i.;o 

Lantern  Screen   9.00 


§156.000 


r  9.950 


Balance  in  Bank   371.384 

§447- 234 

Liabilities. 

Rent  and  expenses  Annual  Meeting,  1894    5  ao.000 

Balance  in  favour  of  Society   427.234 

$447-»34 

A  number  of  samples  of  *'  Imperial  Dry-plates," 
sent  by  the  Imperial  Diy  Plate  Company,  Limited, 
of  London,  and  of  "  Photographic  Tabloids"  sent 
by  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Welcome  &  Co.,  also  of 
London,  were  distributed  amongst  the  members. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Burton  showed  ihe  results  of  work 
with  the  newest  form  of  Dallineyer's  tele-photo- 
graphic lens. 

The  business  meeting  was  followed  by  a  dinner 
partaken  of  by  a  laige  number  of  members  and 
their  friends,  all  of  whom  seemed  thoroughly  to 
enjoy  themselves. 


Yet  another  addition  to  the  ranks  of  the  Royal 
authors,  One  of  the  Roman  reviews  promises  its 
readers  a  series  of  popular  stories  by  Queen 
Margaret  of  Italy. 

He  (accepted):  "You  say  you  were  never  en- 
gaged before?"  She:  "Never!"  He:  "How 
does  that  happen  ?  I  thought  all  women  had 
three  or  four  engagements."  She  :  (guilelessly)  : 
"  Well,  I  presume  I  shall,  too.  You  see  this  is 
ihe  first  chance  I've  had  !" 
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JN  H.B.M.  COURT  FOR  JAPAN. 
*■ 

Before  H.  S.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Judge. 
Tuesday,  May  22iu),  1894. 

EDWARD  WHITTALL   V.  THOMAS  HOLYOAKE  BOX. 

This  was  a  claim  made  by  Mi .  Bdwai  il  Whiuall, 
of  5Q-D,  Yokohama,  to  recover  from  Mr,  Thomas 
Holyoake  Box,  lite  sum  of  1,630  silver  yen,  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  a  promissory  note  given  by 
the  defendant  to  plaintiff  in  March  of  last  year. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Litchfield  appealed  for  plaintiff;  de- 
fendant appeared  in  person, 

Mr.  Litchfield,  in  opening,  said  that  this  was  a 
claim  made  by  Mr.  Edward  Whittall,  a  merchant 
of  Yokohama,  against  Thomas  Holyoake  Box, 
based  upon  a  promissary  note  given  by  defendant 
to  plaintiff  for  money  advanced  011  the  14th  March, 
1893.  The  petition  before  the  Court  alleged  that 
the  loan  was  made  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defend- 
ant. It  also  alleged,  in  the  3rd  paragraph,  that  an 
agreement  of  moitgage  upon  pr.opeity,  landed 
property,  011  the  Bluff  and  elsewhere,  was  given 
by  defendant  to  plaintiff  to  secure  the  loan.  The 
claim  now  was  for  1,630  silver  yen,  principal  and 
interest  of  the  loan.  To  this  petition  the  defend- 
ant put  in  an  answer  which  admits  the  truth  of 
paragraphs  I,  2,  3,  and  5.  The  answer  also  admits 
the  making  of  the  promissory  note  ;  admits  the  ad- 
vance  given  by  plaintiff;  admits  the  giving  of  the 
mortgage  upon  the  property  as  security  for  the  loan, 
as  alleged  in  the  petition  ;  admits  that  defendant 
has  not  1  epaid  the  loan,  either  in  interest  or  princi- 
pal ;  and  upon  that  statement  of  pleading  I  respect- 
fully urge  that  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judgment  for 
the  amount  claimed,  unless  defendant  can  make 
out  a  case  further  than  that  set  out  in  his  answer  ; 
and  to  do  that,  the  onus  of  proving  his  case  lays 
with  him  and  not  with  us. 

His  Honour— I  am  with  you,  Mr.  Litchfield. 

Mr.  Litchfield — Then  I  submit  that  it  lays  willi 
defendant  to  open  and,  if  he  can,  prove  his  case. 

His  Honour  inquired  if  Mr.  Litchfield  objected 
to  the  manner  ill  which  the  pleadings  were  set  out, 
or  whether  he  objected  to  the  Bench  clearing  up 
the  issues  between  the  pai  ties,  so  that  no  lime  need 
be  wasted. 

Mr.  Litchfield— No  counter-claim  has  been  filed 
by  defendant,  and  I  have  only  his  answer  before 
me,  the  allegations  contained  in  which  might  per- 
haps be  a  matter  for  a  counter-claim,  but  not  as  a 
set-off  to  the  petition  as  the  case  now  stands.  De- 
fendant alleges  that  he  had  suffered  certain  losses 
through  the  action  of  plaintiff.  But  to  bring  the 
matter  properly  before  the  Court  defendant  should 
have  filed  a  counter-claim  in  this  case  and  then 
endeavoured  to  substantiate  his  allegations. 

His  Honour — I  take  it  that  the  pleadings  are 
defective  in  this  respect.  If  defendant  had  been  re- 
presented by  Counsel,  I  should  direct  that  the  case 
stand  over  until  the  pleadings  were  propeily  amen- 
ded. But  if  you  have  no  objection  to  the  course  I 
propose  to  take,  we  can  settle  the  issues  between 
plaintiff  and  defendant  here  in  Court  and  then 
proceed  as  if  the  pleadings  were  properly  set  out. 
I  don't  think  the  course  I  propose  will  do  damage 
to  either  party. 

Mr.  Litchfield  said  that,  under  Rule  54  of  that 
Court,  His  Honour  had  power  to  take  the  course 
indicated  and  to  set  out  the  issues  relative  to  either 
of  the  parlies  concerned. 

His  Honour — Yes,  and  now  what  are  these 
issues.  Mr.  Box,  I  consider  that  your  pleadings 
are  defective  and  that  as  they  stand  at  present  they 
do  not  help  you  to  establish  the  claim  set  out  in 
your  answer.  You  have  put  in  an  answer  to 
the  petition,  but  have  not  filed  a  cross-suit  in  sup- 
port of  your  claim.  Now,  if  I  were  to  adjourn 
the  case  and  order  you  to  amend  your  plead- 
ings I  might  be  putting  you  to  much  cost  and 
delay,  therefore  I  propose  to  settle  the  issues  be- 
tween you  and  plaintiff  at  once,  and  shall  accord- 
ingly ask  you  to  assist  me  in  determing  what  these 
issues  are. 

Defendant — Very  well. 

His  H  on  mi  1 — Mr.  Litchfield  says  that  you  ad- 
mit the  making  of  the  promissory  note,  and  the 
answer  you  have  made  to  the  petition  confirms 
that  statement.  What  have  you  to  urge  why 
this  promissory  note,  for  which  you  received 
good  and  valuable  consideration,  should  not  be 
satisfied  ?  If  you  have  no  defence  to  offer, 
then  I  can  do  nothing  but  give  judgment  against 
you.  You  have  to  prove  your  case  against 
plaintiff.  If  the  pleadings  had  been  properly 
drawn  up  you  would  now  be  appearing  really 
as  a  plaintiff  in  a  counter-claim.  On  the  plead- 
ings, as  they  now  stand,  it  appears  that  the 
promissory  note  was  given  by  you  to  plaintiff  on 
the  14th  March,  1893,  and  accordingly  you  pro- 
mised to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  after  a  cer- 
tain date.  I 


Defendant — 1'hc  pionussoiy  note-  is  admitted  ; 
it  is  Q||lt6  ill  01  del  . 

Ills  Honour — Well,  it  is  upon  this  promissoiy 
note  that  the  plaintiff  conns  into  G'ouit  with  a 
claim  (or  1 ,500  silver  yen  and  accrued  interest  upon 
ill  in  sum  to  dale. 

Defendant— I  admit  that. 

His  Honoui  —  In  the  third  paragraph  of  the  peti- 
tion il  is  slated  that  you  have  given  as  security  for 
ihe  loan,  a  moitgage  upon  No.  166,  Bluff. 

Defendant — I  admit  thai,  and  also  pai  agraph 
No.  4. 

His  Honour — Paragraph  No.  4  says  that  you 
give  in  fui  ther  seem  ily  your  lile  policy  for  ^500  in 
ihe  Loudon  Assurance  Company.  Do  you  admit 
that  ? 

Defendant  —  I  have  admitted  paragraph  /).. 

Mi .  Litchfield  said  he  thought  he  had  mentioned 
ibat  paragraph  4  was  admitted. 

His  Honour  (to  defendam)— In  the  second 
paragraph  you  deny  that  anything  is  due  from  you, 
but  you  do  not  deny  that  you  have  paid  away 
money  on  behalf  of  the  business  you  speak  of. 

Defendant — I  have  paid  out  money  incurred 
through  the  business. 

His  Honour — Very  well;  you  see  one  dis- 
advantage of  impi  oper  pleadings  is  that  they  are 
no  answer  to  allegations  laid  down  in  the  plaintiff's 
petition.  Now  the  petition  states  that  you  were 
lent  this  money  for  the  purpose  of  getting  samples 
of  silks  in  order  to  carry  on  a  business  in  that 
material  in  America  ;  and  you  say  that  this  busi- 
ness was  a  partnership  arrangement. 

Mr.  Litchfield  — We  deny  that  there  was  any 
partnership  at  all.  We  advanced  the  money,  but 
it  was  to  be  used  by  defendant  to  pay  his  expenses 
while  in  America,  and  not  for  the  purposes  of 
carrying  on  a  business  on  joint  account. 

His  Honour — In  paragraph  5  of  the  petition 
you  deny  that  any  partnership  was  arranged,  do 
you  not  Mr.  Litchfield? 

Mr.  Litchfield— Yes. 

His  Honour  (to  defendant) — And  you  say  that 
the  agreement  of  parnership  was  verbal  and  not 
in  writing. 

Defendant — Yes,  verbal  your  Honour. 

His  Honour — Referring  to  paragraph  6,  does  the 
denial  include  the  whole  of  the  paragraph  ? 

Mr.  Lilchfield — We  admit  that  there  was  some 
airaugement  between  plaintiff  and  defendant,  that 
defendant  should  receive  half  of  the  net  profits  on 
certain  business  in  silk  goods  which  should  be  done 
by  the  plaintiff  here. 

His  Honoui — And  you  were  to  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses as  well  as  to  finance  the  business. 

Mr.  Litchfield — Well,  seeing  that  the  business 
belonged  to  plaintiff,  that  would  only  be  natural. 

His  Honour — And  did  you  agree  to  pay  120 
silver  yen  a  month  to  defendant  for  clerical  ser- 
vices ? 

Mr.  Lilchfield — There  was  no  such  agreement. 
We  deny  thai  we  were  lo  pay  defendant  any 
salary. 

His  Honour — Looking  al  paragraph  7  of  the 
answer  to  the  petition,  reference  is  made  to  the 
taking  of  an  office  at  50  silver  yen  per  month. 

Mr.  Litchfield— Yes,  Mr.  Whittall  had  offices 
at  59,  and  Mr.  Box  had  his  office  there  too.  I  be- 
lieve no  arrangement  was  made  in  regard  to  rent. 

Plaintiff — There  was  none  at  all,  it  was  never 
mentioned. 

His  Honour — Now  as  to  the  8th  paragraph? 

Mr.  Litchfield— The  8th  paragraph  is  denied, 
bill  unfortunately  the  plaintiff  has  paid  out  all  he 
has  been  asked  lo  pay  and  suffered  great  loss  in 
consequence. 

His  Honour— Mr.  Box,  in  your  answer  to  the 
8lh  paragraph  of  the  petition  you  say  that  plaintiff 
has  refused  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  business 
and  that  you  have  suffered  loss  in  consequence. 
Do  you  allege  that  you  have  paid  away  expenses 
which  should  be  repaid  you  by  plaintiff? 

Defendant — Yes,  Sir,  I  have  evidence  in  Court 
to  prove  it. 

His  Honour — Mr.  Lilchfield,  the  issue  there 
then  is  that  defendant  alleges  (hat  he  has  paid  out 
expenses  which  you  have  lefused  to  tepay  him,  and 
you  deny  that  ? 

Mr.  Lilchfield — Yes,  I  deny  that. 

His  Honour — The  next  issue  suggests  a  ques- 
tion ;  it  is  in  regard  to  the  alleged  refusal  to  finance 
the  business.  Looking  at  the  answer,  I  find  that 
defendant  alleges  that  Mr.  Whittall  wrongfully 
put  an  end  to  this  partnership  prematurely . 

Defendant — That  is  so. 

His  Honour — Well,  we  must  have  a  clear 
understanding  of  this  point  What  was  the  term 
originally  fixed  for  this  partnership  to  run? 

Defendant — There  was  no  term  mentioned  when 
the  agreement  was  originally  made. 

His  Honour — What  is  you  contention  then  in 
regard  to  that  ? 

Defendant — That  the  agreement  was  based  on 
an  agreement  made  by  me  witli  certain  business 


p.ii  ties  in  S.in  I'rancisco,  which  was  that  ihe  agi  re- 
ment  should  remain  in  (nice  foi  five  yens.  One 
agieemcnt  was  based  on  the  othei — that  the  agi ce- 
ment remain  in  foice  foi  five  years  fioiu  this  dale, 
was  the  undei  standing. 

His  HoHOUl — Then  you  claim  an  agreement  for 

a  five  yeais  partnership 7 

Defendant —  Thai    was    understood,    but  not 

definitely  arranged.  It  was  understood  that  the 
partnership  should  remain  in  force  by  virtue  of 
this  agreement  in  America  for  five  years. 

His  Honoui — Well,  it  could  onl y  1  emain  in  force 
by  some  such  agreement  expiessed  or  implied.  I 
lake  it  that  on  one  side  of  this  case,  a  pai  I net  ship 
for  five  year*  was  understood,  while  on  the  other 
it  is  held  that  there  was  no  pai  tnership,  or  if  there 
was  an  agreement  it  was  an  agreement  at  will. 

Mr.  Lilchfield  —  I  understand  defendant's  con- 
tention 011  this  point,  but  I  do  not  understand  his 
explanation. 

His  Honour — Defendant's  claims  are  based  on 
the  argument  that  there  was  an  agi  eeuienl  for  five 
years,  while  you  say  theie  was  no  such  agreement 
made  and  that  any  such  agreement  as  may  have 
been  made  was  made  at  will.  The  10th  paragraph, 
I  see,  is  admitted  partly;  and  now  as  to  the 
closing  of  the  arrangement  ? 

Mr.  Litchfield — Yes,  he  admits  the  statement, 
and  we  claim  thai  defendant  has  diawn  fuilher 
sums  beyond  the  $1,500.  I  deny  that  he  was 
allowed  a  salary,  but  I  admit  that  the  arrange- 
ment as  to  his  working  on  Mr.  Whittall's  premises 
was  stopped.  We  admit  that  he  was  oideied  out 
of  the  office,  but  deny  that  it  was  wiongful,  and 
certainly  do  not  admit  the  consequences.  He  was 
not  in  any  way  prevented  from  going  back  if  he 
so  desired. 

Defendant — Perhaps  it  would  save  time,  that 
is  if  your  Honour  rules  that  I  am  in  order,  if  I 
asked  for  a  more  explicit  statement  in  regard 
to  paragraph  3.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether 
plaintiff  considers  ihe  business  his,  or  mine,  or 
ours  conjointly. 

His  Honour — Wecannot  go  into  that  any  further 
now.  You  say  that  the  money  was  lent  to  you  on 
behalf  of  some  business  project  arranged  between 
you  and  plaintiff.  Some  issues  are  now  pending  be- 
tween you  in  this  matter  and  they  have  been  stated. 
You  will  have  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine 
plaintiff  later  on.  I  think  I  will  take  your  evi- 
dence now. 

Thomas  Holyoake  Box,  sworn,  deposed— I  am 
defendant  in  this  action.  I  was  introduced  to 
plaintiff  in  February  of  last  year,  my  object  being 
to  try  to  start  a  silk  business.  Plaintiff  told  me 
he  had  tried  to  do  a  similiar  business  but  had 
not  succeeded,  and  consequently  did  not  care 
to  take  any  risk  in  another  undertaking.  He 
said  he  would  help  me,  or  try  and  help  me, 
to  raise  a  loan  on  my  property  to  enable  me 
to  go  to  America;  that  he  would  give  me  certain 
letters  of  introduction  ;  and  that  if  1  succeed- 
ed he  would  go  into  the  business  with  me.  He 
tried  at  two  or  three  Banks  here  to  get  a  loan 
for  me,  and  I  also  tried,  but  did  not  succeed. 
Eventually  plaintiff  advanced  me  the  money  him- 
self, and  I  gave  him  the  same  security  as  I  should 
have  give  lo  the  bank.  I  proceeded  to  get  together 
my  patterns,  and  previous  lo  leaving  for  America  I 
invited  the  plaintiff  up  to  my  house,  No.  166,  Bluff, 
to  introduce  him  to  the  Japanese  there  as  the 
gentleman  who  was  to  finance  this  business  should 
it  be  successful.  Mr.  Whittall  stayed  sometime. 
Dining  the  conversation  he  said  that  he  could 
finance  the  business  up  lo  $100,000,  and  that  he 
did  not  expect  it  lo  be  remunerative  for  the  first 
year  as  the  expenses  in  starring  it  would  be  heavy. 
I  left  for  San  Francisco  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1893.  I  pill  in  the  following  correspondence,  and 
would  like  plaintiff  lo  produce  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  the  Bank  manager  al  San  Fran- 
cisco, a  copy  of  a  letter  lo  the  Bank  manager  at 
New  York,  and  a  copy  of  the  introduction  to  a 
firm  in  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  Litchfield — I  have  no  objection  to  their 
being  pioduced.  if  they  are  in  existence. 

Defendant — I  have  given  written  notice  to  the 
plaintiff  that  I  should  require  (hem.  I  gave  up  the 
originals  in  America. 

His  Honour — I  see  by  (he  notice  you  served  on 
the  plaintiff  that  these  letters  are  not  specifically 
mentioned,  but  Mr.  Lilchfield  will  produce  them 
if  he  can  find  them. 

Defendant,  continuing — In  San  Francisco  I  en- 
tered into  certain  arrangements  which  I  submitted 
to  Mr,  Whittall  in  a  letter  on  the  29th  of  April. 
[Copy  of  letler  handed  in  and  read.  It  referred 
to  an  agreement  for  business  arranged  with  Messrs, 
Newhall's  Sons  and  Company,  in  which  phrases, 
such  as  "on  our  joint  account,"  and  "business 
which  we  are  entering  into  together,"  were  used.] 

Mr.  Litchfield  called  for  the  original  of  the 
agreement.  The  plaintiff  had  never  seen  the  ori- 
ginal of  the  agreement,  and  therefore  it  could  not 
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be  put  in  as  evidence.  He  objected  to  the  agree- 
ment being  put  in. 

Delendant  admitted  that  the  original  of  the 
agreement  was  not  sent  to  plaintiff.  It  waswiil- 
ten  by  hiim  (defendant),  to  Messrs  Newhalls'  Sons 
and  left  in  San  Francisco. 

His  Honour  allowed  the  objection. 

Defendant, continuing,  said — I  wrote  to  plaintiff 
again  on  the  25th  Apiil,  and  I  should  like  the 
letter  put  in.  [Letter  put  in  :  it  referred  lo  the 
outloolt  for  Japanese  coal  in  America  and  also  to 
other  lines  of  Japanese  staples.]  Mr.  Whiilall 
answered  that  letter  on  the  I2th  May.  [Letter 
put  in.]  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Wliittall  again  on  the 
291I1  April  ;  and  again  on  the  5th  May.  On  the 
91I1  May  I  wrote  him  from  Winnipeg. 

Mr.  Litchfield  said  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of 
time  to  read  this  letter ;  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
merely  a  dissertation  on  American  politics. 

After  some  discussion,  His  Honour  ashed  each 
party  to  state  clearly  their  issues  on  this  corie- 
spondence. 

Defendant  said  that  he  was  trying  lo  prove  that 
the  correspondence  showed  that  he  was  trying  to 
work  up  a  business  in  America  on  a  joint-account 
with  Mr.  Wliittall,  and  that  therefore  he  should 
get  half  of  the  expenses  out  of  Mr.  Wliittall. 

Mr.  Litchfield  said  that  plaintiff  contended  that 
Mr.  Box  went  lo  America  011  his  own  account, 
and  borrowed  money  from  Mr.  Wliittall  to  pay  his 
expenses.  Before  he  left  Japan  another  arrange- 
ment was  alleged  to  have  been  entered  into  ver- 
bally. It  was  that  the  profits  of  any  business  which 
might  be  done  should  be  equally  divided.  In  other 
words,  there  were  two  arrangements,  the  one 
through  which  Mr.  Box  went  to  America  on  his  own 
account  to  try  and  woik  upa  business,  and  the  other 
which  had  regard  to  the  division  of  any  profits 
which  might  be  made  from  certain  orders  that 
might  come  to  hand. 

Defendant  then  continued  the  reading  of  the 
letters,  in  one  of  which  he  stated  that  his  expenses 
having  been  heavy  he  feared  he  should  have  to 
draw  on  Mr.  Wliittall  for  money,  but  that  his  dis- 
bursement account,  which  he  would  produce  on 
his  return  to  Yokohama,  would  show  that  he  had 
been  very  careful  in  regard  lo  his  expenses.  Con- 
tinuing, he  said— Mr.  Whiltall's  replies  lo  my 
letters  I  will  now  hand  in.  In  them  he  speaks 
of  "our  account,"  and  uses  the  word  "we" 
more  than  once,  while  he  says  that  I  could 
draw  on  him  for  another  $100  or  $150  if  neces- 
sary. A  letter  sent  by  me  from  Montreal  to  Mr. 
Wliittall  I  now  put  in.  In  it  I  lefer  again  to 
the  fact  that  plaintiff  entirely  financed  the  busi- 
ness, and  that  I  only  moved  in  money  matteis  ac- 
cording to  his  orders.  [Letter  put  in.]  On  the 
71I1  June  I  wrote  to  him  again  upon  money  mat- 
ters, telling  him  that  I  drew  upon  him  for  $250. 
On  June  91I1  Mr.  Wliittall  wrote  to  me  informing 
me  that  he  would  wire  me  certain  silk  prices  to 
San  Francisco. 

At  half-past  twelve  the  Court  adjourned  for 
tiffin,  meeting  again  at  2  o'clock. 

Defendant,  resuming,  asked  if  the  letters  in- 
quired  for  befoi  e  the  adjournment,  had  been  found. 

Mr.  Litchfield  said  lhal  the  letters  known  to  the 
Court  now  as  the  Beveridge  letters  were  in  Court ; 
as  for  the  others  he  proposed  making  a  thoi ough 
search  afler  the  Court  adjourned  for  the  day. 

Defendant  then  read  the  leller,  dated  San  Fran- 
cisco, from  Mr.  Beveridge  to  Mr.  Wliittall;  and 
also  another  from  the  same  gentleman  on  the  13th 
May;  and  the  reply  thereto.    [Letters  put  in.] 
I  left  Montreal  and  went  to  New  York  and  tried 
to  get  an   agency  there.     The  great  financial 
crisis  which  swept  over  America  last  yeai,  hap- 
pened just  at  that  time,  and  I  could  not  get 
any  one  to  go  definitely  into  the  matter  then, 
so  1    made    temporary    ai  rangemenls  with  two 
houses    in    New    York   and    then   left   for  Chi- 
cago.   I  found  the  same  difficulty  there,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  making  temporary  ai  rangemenls,  which 
afterwards  ended  in  business.    I  relumed  lo  San 
Francisco,  and  their  booked  two  more  ordet  s  ;  and 
on  account  of  the  depression,  Messrs.  Newhall's 
asked  me  lo  reduce  their  stock  order  from  10,000 
Mexican  dollars  lo  4,000  dollars  in  gold.    I  left  San 
Francisco  on  the  3rd  July  and  ai  rived  hereon  the 
20th.  I  saw  Mr.  Whiitall  on  the  21st.   He  seemed 
in  every  way  satisfied  wilh  what  I  had  done,  made 
some  reference  lo  the  stale  of  affairs  in  America, 
as  an  excuse  for  my  orders  not  being  large— as 
an  encouragement  to  me — and  said  he  had  every 
confidence  in  a  large  business  resulting  as  soon 
as  things  improved  in  the  Stales.     He  next  intro- 
duced  me  10  a  gentlemen,  here  in  Yokohama, 
in   the   tea  trade,   with    whom    he    is  interest- 
ed,   with  the   object  of   forming    one  business 
— this   lea    business,    his   own    business,  and 
what  I  had  done  in  America — under   the  name 
of    E.  Whiitall   and   Company.      I   declined  to 
have  anything  at  all  to  do  wilh  lea.     I  knew 
that  il  was  a  risky  business,  and  that  it  would  not 


go  well  with  silk  at  all.    Mr.  Whiitall  at  that  lime 
was  going  in  largely  for  railway  contracts.  He 
proposed  that  we  should  join  our  businesses  to- 
gether; thai  my  experience  in  railway  material, 
etc.,   would   be  of  assistance  to  him,  and  lhat 
the  contract  that  he  had  with  a  gentlemen  who 
was  doing  that   business    with    him    was  only 
for  twelve  mouths,  and  that  then  we  could  do 
the  whole  business  together.    Mr.  Wliittall  also 
proposed  to  go  in  for  raw  silk  and  the  manufac- 
ture   of    silk    handkerchiefs,    in    fact  proposed 
what  I  thought  was  a  very    large  undertaking. 
I    told    Mr.    Whiitall   that    I    had    no  capital, 
and  that  I  could  not  run  any  risk  in  speculation, 
but  that  if  he  would  allow  me  a  competency  I  would 
do  all  Ijcould  to  further  the  business.     Mr.  Whit- 
tall  asked  me  how  much  I  could  live  on,  and  I 
said,  at  the  very  lowest,  $120  a  mouth.    It  was 
then    agreed    that    I    was    to    draw    $120  per 
month   for  my  services.      Mr.  Wliittall,   as  an 
excuse  (or  not  making  this  arrangement  public 
at  once,  said  he  had  several  little  things  incom- 
plete, that  it  would  be  as  well  to  let  the  thing  go 
on  to  the  end  of  the  year,  when  his  books  and 
everything  would  be  balanced  up,  and  thai  he 
would  write  home  for  stationery,  books,  etc.,  to  be 
printed  and  made  ready  in  the  name  of  E.  Wliit- 
tall &  Company,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  Mr. 
Whiitall  wanted  us  lo  have  our  office  at  No. 
258,  a  building  then  being  erected  for  him,  or  in 
connection  wilh  him,  I  don't  know  exaclly  which, 
where  this  tea-business  was  to  be  carried  on.  I 
then  again  objected  to  being  connected  in  any 
way  with  tea,  and  about  this  time  No.  59*D->  l',e 
property  of  the  plaintiff,  was  given  up  by  the 
Club   Hotel.    I  was  asked  to  go  over  and  see 
it.    I  went  and  saw  that  the  upstair  rooms  would 
be  just  the  places  for  silk.      It  was   then  ar- 
ranged that  the  rent  was  to  be  $50  per  month. 
I    occupied    the    premises    myself    at  first,  put 
down  matting  on  the  floors  and  got  the  fixtures 
arranged  ;  brought  furniture  down  from  my  house 
on  the  Bluff  to  fit  up  my  own  office,  and  had  every 
thing  ready  before  Mr.  Whitlall  came  into  ihe 
place  several  days  afterwards.    Mr.  Wliittall  then 
took  a  box  at  the  Post  Office  in  which  to  put  the 
letters  which  came  addressed  to  either  of  us,  and 
out  of  courtesy  to  Mr,  Wliittall  I  suggested  that  as 
the  partneiship  was  to  be  made  public  in  a  short 
time,   I  should  write  to  my  people  in  America 
and  ask  them  to  address  their  correspondence  to 
E.  Whitlall.    I  should  be  glad  to  be  allowed  to  put 
in  correspondence  from  America  addressed  lo  me 
but  now  in  the  plaintiff's  possession. 

His  Honour  remarked  that  these  letters  num- 
bered 100  in  all. 

Defendant  said  that  he  wished  to  put  them  in 
to  prove  that  the  American  letters  were  first  ad- 
dressed to  him,  and  then  he  also  wished  lo 
put  in  his  press  copy-book  to  show  that  he  had 
written  to  America  to  advise  his  people  to  address 
their  correspondence  to  E.  Wliittall. 

Some  half  dozen  letters  addressed  to  defendant 
by  an  American  firm  were  then  read,  and  also 
the  leplies  written  by  defendant  and  signed  by 
plaintiff. 

His  Honour  then  asked  Mr.  Litchfield  if  he 
would  accept  the  remainder  of  the  correspondence 
as  being  connected  wilh  the  same  kind  of  business, 
and  all  addressed  lo  E.  Whiitall. 

Mr.  Litchfield  said  that  he  should  like  time  to 
go  through  the  correspondence,  and  applied  for 
an  adjournment. 

The  Court  thereupon  adjourned  till  10  o'clock 
the  following  day. 

Wednesday,  May  23rd. 
The  hearing  of  this  case,  for  the   recovery  of 
$1,630,  ihevalue  of  a  promissory  note,  was  resumed 
at  ioo'clock.    Mr.  H.  C.  Ljtchfield  again  appeared 
for  the  plaintiff;  defendant  pleaded  in  person. 

His  Honour  asked  Mr.  Litchfield  whether  he 
had  gone  through  the -letters  handed  over  to  him 
on  the  adjournment  of  the  Com  t  the  day  before. 

Mr.  Litchfield — Yes,  I  have  gone  into  them  more 
or  les*  minutely,  and  find  that  the  majority  of 
them  are  immaterial,  being  purely  business  letters 
passing  between  firm  and  firm.  In  some  of  them 
Mr.  Box  is  spoken  of  as  having  some  connection 
wilh  Mr.  Wliittall  in  the  silk  business.  This  con- 
nection is  not  denied.  It  has  been  admitted  by  us 
that  Mr.  Box  was  to  have  a  share  in  the  profits 
arising  out  of  the  silk  business.  But  that  there  was 
any  partnership  such  as  Mr.  Box  alleges  we  most 
emphatically  deny.  We  deny  that  there  was  any 
partnership  in  the  sense  implied  by  Mr.  Box. 

His  Honour — I  think  then,  Mr.  Litchfield,  thai 
it  would  save  time  if  the  letters  were  read  now.  I 
thought  when  we  adjourned  yesterday  that  some 
time  might  have  been  saved  by  your  looking 
through  the  letters,  but  evidently  nothing  can  be 
arranged. 

Defendent — Before  proceeding  with  my  state- 
ment, I  should  like  to  refer  to  something  which 


occurred  yesleiday,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  fear 
a  little  misunderstanding  has  arisen.  It  is  in 
reference  to  the  original  of  the  letter  written  by 
me  on  the  29th  April,  and  which  I  said  Mr.  Whii- 
tall had  never  seen.  He  did  not  see  the  original, 
but  he  has  seen  the  copy  in  ihe  pi  ess  copy-book 
which  I  wish  now  to  ptit  in. 

His  Honour — Well,  I  will  take  your  evidence 
upon  it  then. 

Defendant  —This  is  the  general  press  copy  book, 
containing  copies  of  all  the  letters  that  have  been 
writlen  in  connection  with  this  business.  I  took 
it  to  America  with  me  and  used  it  all  the  lime 
there,  bringing  it  back  with  me  on  my  return,  It 
contains  all  the  letters  written  by  me  to  Messis. 
Newhall's  Sons  and  Company,  and  is  the  original 
impression  of  them.  Mr.  Wliittall  knew  of  every- 
thing that  was  in  this  book,  and  has  read  every- 
thing it  contains  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief. 

His  Honour— What  is  your  reason  for  this  be- 
lief?—  If  anything  was  written  on  mail-night  after 
Mr.  Wliittall  was  gone,  lie  invariably  came  up 
into  my  office  the  next  morning  and  read  them 
over  with  me. 

His  Honour — What  did  you  read  over? 
Defendant — All  the  things  copied  in  lhat  book. 
The  letter  I  now  refer  to  is  the  one  written  in  San 
Francisco  to  Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons  and  Com- 
pany, and  on  my  return  I  showed  it  to  Mr.  Whiitall. 
At  the  time  I  wrote  it,  I  sent  Mr.  Wliittall  a 
resume  of  the  contents  by  mail.  On  my  return  I 
showed  him  the  pres«  copy-book.  We  went  though 
everything  in  Mr.  Whiltall's  office  together  so  that 
he  could  see  what  I  had  done  in  America.  He 
went  through  everything  with  me. 

His  Honour — I  think,  Mr.  Litchfield,  the  best 
course  for  ine  to  pursue  would  be  to  admit  this 
letter  now,  subject  to  any  evidence  which  may  be 
given  in  regard  to  it  later. 

Mr.  Litchfield — Very  well,  your  Honour. 
Defendant — The  press  copy-book  has  always 
been  open  to  Mr.  Wliittall  ;  never  under  lock  or 
key.  I  now  put  in  a  letter  written  by  me  to 
Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons  and  Company,  dated  San 
Francisco,  April  29,  1893.  This  is  the  press  copy, 
the  original  being  left  in  San  Francisco.  [Letter 
read.]  I  should  like  to  have  Messrs.  Newhall's 
Sons  and  Company's  reply  to  Mr.  Whiitall.  [Let- 
ter put  in.  Both  referred  to  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  firm  with  Mr.  Box  in  regard  lo  ship- 
ments and  orders  of  silk  goods,  Mr.  Wliittall  being 
the  shipper  in  Japan.] 

His  Honour — I  wish  you  to  clear  up  this  matter 
before  we  proceed.  You  have  not  yet  put  in  any 
letter  proving  that  Mr.  Whitlall  read  your  letter  to 
Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons. 

Defendant — I  have  no  such  letter. 
His  Honour — Does  not  your  contention  depend 
upon  ihe  last  clause  in  that  letter,  the  clause  which 
refers  to  the  five  years  agreement? 

Defendant — No;  what  I  wish  to  prove  is  that 
Mr.  Whitlall  always  had  entry  to  ihis  press  copy- 
book, nothing  more. 

His  Honour — Oh,  very  well;  I  understand. 
Defendant  then  asked  for  the  letter  of  introduc- 
tion given  him  by  Mr.  Whiitall  for  Messrs.  New- 
ball's  Sons. 

Mr,  Litchfield  read  the  letter  and  then  handed 
up  the  press  copy.  Letters  of  introduction  to  Mr. 
W.  H.  Harries,  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
Bank,  San  Francisco,  also  a  similar  letter  to  A.  M. 
Townsend,  Manager  of  the  Hongkong  and  Shang- 
hai Bank,  New  York  were  next  read.  The  letters 
slated  that  Mr.  Wliittall  was  interested  in  the  silk 
business  which  Mr.  Box  was  working-up.  A  letter 
written  to  Mr.  Wliittall  by  Messrs.  Belding  Paul 
&  Co.  of  Montreal,  dated  June  5th,  was  next  1  ead; 
it  had  reference  to  the  terms  for  taking  up  a  silk 
handerchief  agency  in  Canada. 

After  many  other  letters  had  been  read. 
His  Honour  observed  that  he  thought  the 
letters  had  gone  far  enough  for  him  to  have  a 
clear  comprehension  of  the  contentions  on  both 
sides,  and  he  did  not  think  that  it  was  necessary 
to  read  any  more  of  them,  Mr.  Litchfield  having 
admitted  lhat  Mr.  Box^  was  allowed  half  profits 
on  cei  tain  ordei  s. 

Mr.  Litchfield — That  is  so. 

His  Honour — I  take  it  then  that  there  may  be 
something  due  to  Mr.  Box  on  account  of  these 
transactions  ? 

Mr.  Litchfield— Oh,  no,  there  is  nothing  due. 
His  Honour — I  am  not  taking  the  balance  of 
account  between  you.    If  there  was  this  arrange- 
ment between  you,  would  Mr.  Box  still  be  entitled 
lo  something  on  the  unfinished  transactions? 

Mr.  Litchfield — He  would  if  there  had  been  any 
profits. 

His  Honour — Cannot  the  accounts  between  Mr. 
Whiitall    on    the  one  side  and  Mr.  Box  on  the 

I oilier  be  made  up?  If  this  arrangement  was  a 
joint  account  affair,  there  must  be  some  settling 
of  the  balance  between  the  parties.    Could  these 
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accounts  not  be  made  up  before  we  go  into  .my 
fiiilher  evidence  as  lo  ihe  lei  'initiation  of  the  agiee- 
menl,      II  would  save  llie  time  of  the  ( 'mm,  and 
Ihe  time  of  all  paities  concerned,  I  think,  if  such 
was  done.      I  cannot  make  up  the  accounts  hei 
willi  the  evidence  in  its  present  slate.    Of  course 
you  both   undeisland  that  I  express  no  opinion 
either  way  about  these  mailers,  I  am  only  point- 
nig  out  (he  lines    upon    which    I   consider  the 
evidence  should  now  be  addressed.     I  will  read, 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Box,  who  is  not  represented 
by   Counsel,   an  extract  fiom  ihe   Statute  relat- 
ing to  partnership.     I   read  il  to  him  for  his  in- 
formation,  so  lliat  he  may  know  leally  how  the  law 
stands  upon  the  subject,  for  at  present  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  the   advantage  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  subject.     His  Honour  read  some  extracts 
relating  to  ihe  law  of  partnerships  and  pointed 
out  that  it  was  essential  for  such  contracts  to  have 
a  stated  term  of  existence  mentioned  at  their  very 
commencement,  otherwise  any  arrangement  made 
was  terminable  at  will.     Having  read  the  law  on 
the  subject,   His   Honour  inquired  whether  the 
accounts  of  the  transactions  conducted  for  the 
joint  benefit  of  the  parties  could  not  be  made  out 
now. 

Plaintiff — It  can  be  done  in  ten  minutes. 
His  Honour — I  would  give  you  a  little  longer 
than  that.  You  understand  that  I  am  not  now 
dealing  witli  any  moral  aspect  of  the  question, 
but  merely  with  the  legal  side  of  this  alleged 
partnership  arrangement.  Suppose,  now  Mr.  Box, 
that  there  was  a  partnership  between  you  and 
Mr.  Whittall,  which  you  say  there  was — under- 
stand I  am  not  saying  one  way  or  the  other 
whether  theie  was  or  was  not — but  supposing  that 
there  was  this  partnership,  on  your  own  show 
ing  you  say  that  no  length  of  time  was  ever  men- 
tioned, then  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Whittall 
was  entitled  in  law  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  any  mo- 
ment he  liked.  He  has  put  an  end  to  it,  and  I 
want  you  to  confine  your  evidence  to  the  point, 
whether  Mr.  Whittall  was  compelled  to  continue 
the  partnership. 

Defendant— I  deny  that  I  had  notice  of  the 
termination  of  the  partnership.  I  wasejected  from 
ihe  office;  indeed,  to  use  a  common  expression,  I 
was  kicked  out,  and  I  can  prove  it.  Besides/in 
my  opinion,  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  account 
lo  be  made  out  between  us.  The  whole  reason 
why  the  business  did  not  succeed  was  owing  to 
the  bad  financing  of  Mr.  Whittall.  If  he  had 
carried  out  his  agreement  the  business  would  have 
resulted  favourably  to  all  concerned  ;  as  it  was  his 
bad  financing  lias  caused  the  business  to  have  a 
bad  name  and  thus  involved  loss. 

His  Honour — I  will  assume,  for  the  moment 
that  your  account  of  the  matter  is  all  right,  that 
you  have  the  strongest  case  and  the  other  side  no 
answer  at  all  ;  that,  as  you  say,  Mr.  Whittall 
bungled,  not  to  use  any  stronger  term  ;  well,  what 
damages  do  you  expect  you  can  get  out  of  Mr. 
Whittall  for  his  bungling? 

Defendant — I  can't  say.  I  should  like  to  know. 
His  Honour — You  cannot  get  any.  You  do 
not  allege  that  he  has  behaved  in  any  frau- 
dulent or  wrong  manner,  you  simply  allege 
that  Mr.  Whittall  mismanaged  the  business. 
Even  if  you  were  lo  prove  that  to  me,  by 
leading  further  evidence,  you  cannot  think  to 
get  any  damages  out  of  Mr.  Whittall.  Under- 
stand, I  am  not  giving  any  opinion  on  the  merits 
of  your  case  at  all,  I  am  merely  trying  to  bring 
within  a  reasonable  focus  as  much  of  the  evi- 
dence as  possible  as  will  help  you  in  your  case. 
If  you  like  to  carry  on  your  case  further,  then  you 
must  bring  evidence  to  bear  on  such  points  as  you 
may  deem  essential  to  your  view.  You  see  that 
the  Statute  lays  down  that  in  the  absence  of  any 
agreement  in  the  terms  of  the  partnership  fixing 
any  time  for  its  continuance,  then  the  law  allows  Mr. 
Whittall  to  terminate  the  arrangement  whenever  he 
likes.  You  say  that  there  was  no  time  fixed,  and 
you  allege  that  the  failure  of  the  business  to' pro- 
duce remunerative  returns  was  owing  to  ihe  bad 
financing  of  Mr.  Whittall.  I  wish  you  to  put  me 
right  if  I  am  wrong,  but  thai  is  what  I  have  ga- 
thered from  you  yourself. 

Defendant— If  Mr.  Whittall  had  financed  the 
business  as  he  had  undertaken  to  do,  then  the 
business  would  have  turned  out  all  right.  I  will 
prove  to  you  that  be  failed  to  find  the  money 
when  it  was  wanted  ;  that  he  dishonoured  a  draft 
drawn  on  him  by  one  of  my  clients,  thus  spoil- 
ing the  reputation  of  the  business;  that  he  did 
not  carry  out  bis  promises  at  all.  I  have  proved 
that  the  business  was  to  be  done  on  our  joint- 
account  and  made  arrangements  accordingly 
in  America,  and  that  when  I  returned  to  Japan  I 
found  that  Mr.  Whittall  bad  failed  to  carry  out 
any  of  bis  undertakings.  I  say  that  he  simply 
ruined  the  business  by  his  actions. 

His  Honour — Your  allegation,  Mr.  Box,  is  that 
you  and  Mr.  Whittall  were  partners,— Mr.  Whit- 


tall does  allow  that  you  weir,  and  will  not  use  the 
tei  m,  preferring  to  call  it  an  arrangement— -end  thai 
you  carried' out  yaur  pan  of  the  agreement  very 

well  indeed,  but  that  Mr.  Whittall  failed  in  his 
pait,  which  was  ihe  financing  of  the  business. 
Well,  I  am  assuming  for  the  moment  thai  you  are 
quite  light  and  Mi.  Whittall  quite  wrong,  and,  to 
use  your  words,  will  say  thai  no  time  was  specified 
as  to  Ihe  length  of  the  partnership,  and  that  one 
day  Mr.  Whittall  conies  along  and  says— I 
promise/)  to  finance  this  business;  well  I  am 
not  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  and  refuse  to 
finance  it  any  longer.  Now  then,  if  he  was  a 
partner  with  you  on  those  terms,  was  il  not  open 
to  him  al  any  time  to  stop  the  business  in  that 
way?  Undeisland  me,  Mr.  Box,  I  don't  wish 
you  to  withdraw  your  case  lliiough  any  sugges- 
tion of  mine.  If  you  think  you  have  good  grounds 
for  continuing  it,  do  so  by  all  means.  I  think, 
however,  that  I  should  be  doing  you  a  kindness  if 
I  adjourn  the  case  until  Monday,  so  that  you  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  thinking  over  what  I  have 
pointed  out  as  regards  ihe  legal  aspect  of  the 
question . 

Defendant — I  am  entirely  in  your  Honour's 
hands,  and  thank  you  for  your  kind  assistance. 
I  will  only  now  point  out  that  plaintiff  has  caused 
me  loss  and  damage  by  his  actions  in  regard  to 
this  business.  There  are  a  few  outstanding  ac- 
counts still  between  us,  only  a  few  dollars  in  them- 
selves, but  a  dollar  is  a  dollar  to  me  now-a-days, 
and  these  accounts  have  not  been  paid.  I  think 
that  if  an  auangemenc  be  come  lo  that  it  will 
be  very  necessary  that  I  have  your  judgment  upon 
these  things. 

His  Honour — Is  it  in  regard  to  your  claim  fo. 
salary?  Have  you  any  writing,  or  anything  you 
can  bring  before  me  about  your  salary? 
Defendant — Only  the  receipts. 
Mr.  Litchfield— Mr.  Box  came  back  from  Ame- 
rica in  July  and  he  has  drawn  since  then  about 
$700  on  account,  which,  being  divided,  would 
come  up  to  about  $125  a  month;  but  it  certainly 
was  not  drawn  as  salary. 

His  Honour — No;  then  how  was  it  drawn? 
Mr.  Litchfield — He  was  allowed  to  draw  on  ac- 
count until  the  business  was  fairly  slarted.  A 
man  cannot  live  on  air,  and  so  Mr.   Box  was 
allowed  to  draw  certain  sums  on  account.  H 
was,  in  fact,  allowed  lo  draw  his  living  expenses. 
Plaintiff—  Yes,  he  always  asked  me  for  it. 
Defendant — If  your  Honour  will  allow  me,  I 
should  like  lo  read  a  letter  received  by  me  on  the 
I2lll  December  from   Mr.  Whitlall  in  which  he 
says  that  he  requests  me  to  leave  the  office  in  con- 
sequence of  a  conversation  we  had  had  in  the 
office  that  afternoon.    He  said  that  I  had  insulted 
him  so  much  that  he  would  not  ask  me  for  an 
apology. 

His  Honour — I  think  you  can  take  that  letter,  Mr. 
Box,  as  a  sufficient  notice  that  Mr.  Whittall  de- 
sired the  arrangement  between  you  to  terminate. 
I  will  hear  your  evidence  as  to  what  took  place 
between  you  and  Mr.  Whittall  if  you  like.  Still, 
if  you  actually  did  fall  out,  through  Mr.  Whit- 
tall's  actions  or  from  a  display  of  bad  temper 
on  his  part,  whichever  you  may  choose  to  call 
it,  there  is  no  disputing  that  your  partnership 
did  come  to  an  end.  Of  that  there  seems 
to  me  to  be  no  dispute.  It  was  quite  competent 
for  Mr.  Whittall  or  for  you  to  terminate  the 
agreement  when  you  liked.  He  evidently  liked 
to  do  so  and  you  cannot  lay  any  damages.  Still  I 
think  we  cannot  do  better  now  than  to  adjourn  till 
Monday,  it  will  give  you  an  opportunity  to  con- 
sider whether  you  will  proceed  with  the  case  or 
not,  very  probably  you  will  decide  not  to  press  it 
further. 

Defendant— There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to 
lay  before  your  Honour,  before  we  adjourn.  It 
is  an  account  of  what  occurred  on  the  12th  of 
December  in  my  office  al  No.  59.D.    I  had  the 
upper  rooms  and  Mr.  Whittall  the  lower  rooms 
as  offices.    That  morning  he  came  upstairs  and 
we  talked  about  the  business  and  the  prospects  for 
fully  an  hour.     Everything  was  very  pleasant,  and 
I  mentioned  that  there  was  still  one  account  for 
$150  unpaid.    I  said  I  wished  the  man  would  come 
and  take  his  money  for  the  goods.    Mr.  Whittall 
appeared  in  the  best  of  tempers  about  matters.  I 
then  asked  him  for  some  money,  as  I  had  not 
had  any  since  the  previous  month.    He  appeared 
not  to  notice  my  remark,  although  I  followed  him 
to  the  stairway.    About  2  o'clock,  after  tiffin,  he 
returned.     He  was  red  with  passion  and  loudly 
declared  that  he  thought  all  the  accounts  were  all 
paid  ;  that  he  was  tired  of  the  way  things  were  being 
conducted  and  finally  told  me  that  he  had  had 
enough  of  the  whole  concern.    I  do  not  consider 
that  what  took  place  then  was  a  proper  dismissal. 

His  Honour— Well,  I  think  that  you  had  better 
have  time  to  consider  quietly  whether  you  will  con- 
tinue your  case.  I  see  by  this  certificate  that  you 
have  had  Counsel's  opinion  upon  it,  perhaps  it 


would  be  as  well  foi  you  Lo  tell  him  all  ihal  ||ft| 
taken  place  he.  e  and  what  has  been  said  lo  you 
from  the  Bench,  and  then  you  can  pioceed  avoid- 
ing to  his  advice. 

Mr.  Litchfield  — I  don't  like  lo  make  any  oh- 
seivalions  during  the  course  of  a  case;  I  do  not 
wish  to  do  so  now,  but  I  can  aisuie  your  Honour 
that  I  feel  very  strongly  tempted  lo  make  some 
very  stiong  obseivalions  indeed. 

His  Honour— Mr.  Box,  fi o.n  the  evidence  you 
have  abeady  laid  befoie  the  Couit,  it  is  very  clear 
lo  me  that  you  had  a  distinct  notice  of  the  lei  mi- 
nalioii of  this  partnership  or  business  arrangement, 
whichever  you  will.  Mr.  Whitlall  was  al  libeityi 
whether  he  had  a  reason  or  not — a  good  reason  or 
a  bad  reason,  it  does  not  matter  which— to  slop  the 
financing  of  the  business  whenever  he  liked.  We 
will  adjoin  11  Ihe  hearing  of  the  case  till  Monday 
so  that  you  may  have  lime  lo  think  over  what  I 
have  said,  and  then  when  we  re-assemble  you  can 
state  the  course  which  you  may  wish  to  take.  You 
say  that  you  would  have  no  money  to  take  from 
the  business  now. 

Defendant— There  is  nothing  left,  all  the  profits 
that  were  made  were  absorbed  in  telegraphic  and 
oilier  expenses. 

His  Honour — Then  upon  that  point  you  are 
agreed. 

Defendant — Yes,  that  is  so. 

His  Honour — Then  the  only  question  is  whether 
your  partner  had  a  right  to  put  a  sudden  stop  to 
your  agreement.  I  have  already  pointed  out  to 
you,  that  according  to  your  own  evidence,  the  law 
says  that  he  had.  It  may  be  very  hard,  and  no 
doubt  it  is  very  hard,  when  paitners  go  into  busi- 
ness for  one  of  them  lo  suddenly  put  an  end  to 
But  such  is  the  law  upon  the  matter,  and  you 


have  got  to 
stand  that  I 
th 


submit  to  it.  You  quite  under- 
am  not  giving  an  opinion  upon 
merits  of  your  whole  case,  I  am  merely 
pointing  out  where  the  case  as  presented  to 
the  Court  by  Mr.  Box,  appearing  as  Counsel 
for  and  instructed  by  Mr.  Box,  is  faulty  and 
is  without  relief.  I  have  merely  assumed  that 
you  have  the  strongest  case  for  the  purpose 
of  this  argument,  and  therefore  do  not  say 
which  side  I  may  consider  is  right  or  which  side 
wrong  in  the  whole  matter.  If  you  desire,  after 
reflection,  to  continue  your  case,  you  are  at  pei  feet 
liberty  to  do  so,  and  can  go  on  with  your  evidence. 

Defendant— I  will  carefully  consider  all  what 
your  Honour  has  said,  and  by  Monday  shall  have 
decided  what  course  to  lake. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  till  IO.30  on  Monday 
morning. 


CRICKET. 


BLUFF  V,  SETTLEMENT. 

The  local  cricket  season  was  formally  opened  in 
Yokohama  on  Saturday  with  the  usual  match, 
Bluff  v.  Settlement,   the  teams  being  captained 
by   Messrs.   Walford    and    White  respectively. 
Throughout  the  afternoon  the  air  was  gloriously 
full  of  sunshine,  and  fielders  were  heard  to  declare 
now  and  again  that  a  breeze  would  have  proved 
most  acceptable.    For  the  beginning  of  the  season 
the  form  displayed  by  some  of  the  bats  was  very 
creditable,  but  the  fielding  left  much  to  be  hoped 
for.    Indeed,  the  number  of  "lives"  accorded  to 
some  players  bordered  on  the  marvellous,  but  this 
is  only  what  may  be  expected  in  the  very  first 
match    of   ihe   season.     The   Settlement  went 
to   the   wickets    first,    sending   out  White  and 
Dickinson  and  the  two    kept    together  for  up- 
waids  of  an  hour,  Dickinson  being  the  first  to  suc- 
cumb, after  compiling  a  neat  score  of  28.  While 
should  have  been  caught  out  when  he  had  made 
about  ten,  but  providence  remained  with  him  up 
to  his  62nd  run,  soon  after  which  he  was  neatly 
caught  by  Hunt.    Three  other  men  of  the  team 
also  got  into  double  figures,  and  when  the  tenth 
wicket  fell,  155,    including  13  extras,    had  been 
knocked    up.     White's   scoie    included    six  4's, 
Dickinson's,  two  boundaries.      The  Bluff  then  sent 
in   Dr.  Wheeler  and  Mair  to  face  ihe  bowling  of 
Black  and  White — a  coincidence  in  names  which 
caused  some  amusement  in  the  Pavilion.  They 
found  the  wicket  ralher  inclined  to  hang,  the  balls 
coming  up  dead  at  times.    Dr.  Wheeler,  who  soon 
lost  his  partner  Mair,  remained  at  the  wickets 
for  twenty-four  minutes  during  which  time  he 
made  26    runs,  including    five    boundaries,  an 
excellent    record    at    any    time.     The  veteran 
sportsman  was  heartily  cheered  on  his  return, 
but    he    bore    his   blushing    honours  modestly, 
setting  a  right  excellent  example  to  the  young- 
sters.   Crawford,  who  was  third  man  in,  carri- 
d  out  his  bat   for   75,    having    played  in  his 
usual  correct  form  throughout.    One  miss  at  the 
wicket  when  his  score  stood  at  60,  resulted  in 
a  slight  injury  to  his  left  cheek,  the  ball  striking 
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htm  just  below  the  eye.  Notwithstanding  the  pain 
he  plucUily  stuck  to  the  bat  till  the  game  closed, 
making  the  winning  hit  some  few  minutes  after 
six  o'clock,  amid  resounding  cheers.  Of  the 
two  other  men  who  made  double  figures,  E.  R. 
Morriss'  12  weie  made  in  two  hits,  the  young 
batsman  sending  the  ball  over  the  fence  on  both 
occasions.    Scores  :— 

SETTLEMENT. 


Mr.  F.  E.  White,  c.  Hunt,  b.  Philip   

Mr.  H.  V.  Dickinson,  c.  Philip,  b.  E.  Morriss 
Mr.  C.  B.  Biack,  c.  Crawford,  b.  Walford  ... 
Mr.  \V.  Y.  Showier,  c.  Walford,  b.  Morriss  ... 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  b.  Morriss   

Mr.  A.  R.  Lamb,  b.  Crawford   

Mr.  B.  Sharp,  b.  Walford  

Mr.  |.  Tuska,  b.  Walford  

Mr.  L.  ].  Healing,  c.  Philip,  b.  Walford 

Mr.  W.  J-  Kenney,  b.  Philip   ■  ... 

Mr.  H.  Tennant,  nut  out  

b.  11,  l.b.  2   


Bowling  Analysis. 


6» 

28 


B. 

R. 

M. 

W. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford 

90 

s» 

I 

4 

Mr.  K.  F.  Crawford 

4° 

3' 

I 

Dr.  E.  Wheeler  ... 

10 

9 

O 

0 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss 

5S 

34 

2 

3 

Mr.  G.Philip 

.  48 

33 

O 

2 

Bluff. 

Dr.  Wheeler,  c.  Kenney,  b.  White 

Mr.  H.  R.  Mair,  c.  Showier,  b.  Black  ... 

Mr.  K.  F.  Crawford,  not  out   

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  c.  Showier,  b.  Thomson 
Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss,  c.  ana  b.  Black 

Mr.  G.  Philip,  b.  Black   

Dr.  Todd,  c.  ..nd  b.  Black  

Mr.  A.  S.  Gartit,  c.  Healing,  b.  White  ... 

Dr.  Stokes,  st.,  Dickinson  

Mr.  R.  H.  Hunt,  b.  Black  

Mr.  W.  H.  R.  Carew,  b.  Black   

Mr.  H.  E.  Allcock,  c.  Showier,  b.  Black 


Dodds — continued  to  pile  up  the  inns.  Then 
Walford  went  on  to  bowl,  relieving  Libeaud,  Black 
changing  to  the  lattei'send.  Soon  after,  Dodds 
was  caught  by  Gillelt  at  mid-field  on.  Hunt  suc- 
ceeded him.  The  score  was  now,  59-4-10,  and  little 
animation  remained  on  either  side.  After  com- 
piling two  runs,  Hunt  was  dismissed  by  Walford, 
the  wickets  going  down  veiy  neatly.  A  change 
came  over  the  game,  however,  when  White  and 
Todd  got  together,  and  runs  weie  knocked  up  very 
quickly,  but  time  did  not  allow  them  a  chance  to 
carry  the  score  anywhere  near  their  rivals'  figures. 
At  half-past  six  stumps  were  drawn,  three  wickets 
being  yet  to  fall.  The  Town  Band  was  in  atten- 
dance during  the  afternoon.    Scores  : — 

"  Odd  Numbers. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Mair,  b.  Black 


Game  128 
(ninth  game — ruy  lopez.) 

WHITE 


Even  Numbers. 
Mr.  H.  V.  Dickinson,  not 

out   ■•  169 

Dr.  Munro,  c.  sub.,  b.  Phi- 
lip   4 

Mr.  P.  Morriss,  b.  E.  Mor- 
riss   0 

Mr.  E.  Libeaud,  c.  and  b. 

Philip    M 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  b.  E. 

Morriss    98 

Mr.  E.  O.  Kenyon,  not  out.  n 
Mr.  |.  P.  Mollison.'']  -  6-o 
Mr.  C.  A.  Black.  |  5-S  S 
Mr.  E.Coutts.  t-»3 
Mr.  F.  Gillett,  r==-a 
Mr.  F.  Hooper.  |-o'cS 
Mr.  D.  S.  Tuska.  J  OS  2 
b.  19,  w,  4    23 


Bowling  Analysis. 


b.  14,  w.  3 


162 


Mr.  Black  ... 
Mr.  White  ... 
Mr.  Thomson 
Mr.  Lamb  ... 


Bowling  Analysis. 

B, 

...  9S 
...  100 
...  Jj 
...  15 


S3 
6$ 
14 
17 


Mr.  Philip   i»o 

Mr.  E.  Morriss.  60 
Mr.  Thomson  ...  35 
Mr.  Crawford...  35 
Dr.  Wheeler  ...  45 

Mr.  White    85 

Dr.  Todd    5 

Mr.  Mair    15 

Mr.  Hunt   "> 


ODD  NUMBERS  V.   EVEN  NUMBERS. 

The  teams  chosen  for  the  match  on  Friday— the 
Oueeu's  Birthday  holiday — were  arranged  accord- 
ing to  the  numbers  of  their  houses  of  business  in 
the  Settlement,  and  even  for  such  a  rough  and 
ready  division  were  rather  badly  balanced.  The 
day  was  everything  that  could  be  desired,  peitect 
"  Oueeu's  weather  "  prevailing  throughout.  Wal- 
ford captained  the  Even  numbers,  Crawford  the 
Odd,  and  the  former  winning  the  toss  sent  in,  at 
1 1. 15,  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  adver- 
tised lime  for  commencing,  Munro  and  Dickinson 
lo  face  the  bowling  of  Philip  and  E.  Morriss. 
Seventeen  had  been  telegraphed  when  Dr.  Munro 
was  caught  by  substitute  (Tuska),  10  which  he  had 
contributed  4.     P.  Morriss  look  the  vacant  place, 
but  had  not  time  to  break  his  duck  ere  his  brother 
scattered  the  bails.    Libeaud  then  went  in,  and  a 
change  of  bowleis  also  took  place  at  the  farther  end, 
Thomson  (sub.)  relieving  E.  Morriss.    Runs  came 
quickly,  and  before  Libeaud  was  caught  and  bowl- 
ed by  Philip,  he  had  knocked  up  21  from  his  own 
bat.     Several  changes  in  the  bowling  occurred 
during  the  paitnership,  Crawford  relieving  Philip, 
and  Dr.  Wheeler  Thomson,  but  it  had  no  effect 
upon  the  batsmen.     Philip  eventually  went  back, 
Ci  awfoi  d  going  out  into  the  field,  and  the  first  ball 
of  ihe  following  over  saw  the  third  wicket  fall — 3 
foi  83.    Walford,  who.  look    Libeaud's  bat,  com 
menced  with  some  very  free  hitting,  and  the  scoie 
continued  to  rise  until,  at  the  adjournment  for  tiffin, 
134  was  telegraphed.    At  ihe  close  of  the  repast 
Mi.  J.  P.  Mollison,  President  of  ihe  Club,  pro- 
posed the  health  of  "  The  Queen,"  the  toast  being 
enthusiastically  leceived.  Play  then  lecommenced, 
the  batsmen  faiily  collaring  the  bowling.    Slun  tly 
before  half-past  two  Dickinson  reached  his  cen 
lu,  y — the  fiist  this  season— amid  rousing  applause 
from  the  Pavilion.    Despite  the  changes  ill  bowlers, 
runs  continued  to  be  made,  and  Walford  neaily 
reached  his  century.    Luck  was  against  him,  how- 
ever, and  at  98  he  succumbed  to  a  neat  ball  fi  dm  E. 
Moniss.     The  letiiing  batsman's  score  included 
nine  4's  and  two  6's.     Kenyon,  next  man,  swelled 
the  total  by  eleven,  and   then  Walford  declared 
the  innings  closed,  the  hands  of  the  clock  having 
leached  3  30  p.m.  ;  Dickinson  thus  cairied  out  his 
bat  for  169,  a  rather  lucky  innings,  in  which  indif- 
ferent bowling  was  equalled  only  by  the  indifferent 
fielding. 

The  Odds'  opened  with  Dr.  Wheeler  and  Mair, 
Black  and  Libeaud  having  charge  of  the  bowling. 
The  younger  batsman's  innings  were  short, 
Black  finding  his  outer  slump  during  the  third 
over.  Of  the  10  runs  scoied  Mair  had  but  two  to 
bis  credit.  The  Doctor  was  been  joined  by  Craw- 
ford, and  the  partnership  resulted  in  twenty  runs, 
of  which  10  were  made  by  Crawford,  the  out  going 
bat.  E.  Moniss,  who  followed,  had  only  placed  one 
run  on  the  score  when  Black  found  his  middle 
stump.  Dodds  took  his  place  and  for  a  good 
half  hour  the  veterans — Dr.  Wheeler  and  Mr. 
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M.  W, 
3   


94 
38 

8 
30 
44 
5° 

7 

>s 

II   —  — 


Dr.  Wheeler,  c.  Coutts,  b. 

Libeaud   56 

Mr.  K.  F.  Crawford,  c.  Dick- 
inson, b.  Libeaud    10 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss,  b.  Black  1 
Mr.  J.  Dodds,  c.  Gillett,  b. 

Black    10 

Mr.  H.R.Hunt,  b.  Walford  2 
Mr.  F.  E.  White,  not  out...  34 
Mr.  G.  Philip,  b.  Libeaud.  20 

Dr.  Todd,  b.  Walford    38 

Mr.  W.  Y.   Showier,  b. 

Walford  

Mr.  F.  Thomson,  c.  Coutts, 

b.  Libeaud  

Mr.  L.  ).  Healing,  not  out. 
Mr.  (.Archer,  did  not  bat. 
Extras  


Bowling  Analysis. 

B. 

Mr.  Black   ijg 

Mr.  Libeaud    135 

Mr.  Walford    55 


17 

182 

R.  W. 
1" 

73 


CHESS. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  tlitf  C'h  «■  •  Enixi 

The  Yokohama  Chess  Club  is  now  closed  for  the 
season  and  will  re  open  on  Monday,  1st  October 

The  Tokyo  Chess  Club  meets  at  the  Hole! 
Metropole  on  Fridays  from  1  to  1 1  p.m. 

Solution  ok  Problkm  No.  122. 
white.  black. 
1  — Q  to  Kt  4                   1— Any 
2— Kt  or  Q  mates  accordingly. 
Conect    solutions    received    from  Digamma 
Omega  ("a  nice  little  souvenir  from  our  absent 
friend  "),  J.D.,  W.H.S.,  Shogi  ("neat  and  effec 
live  "),  and  Aling  (who  is  also  credited  with  correct 
solution  of  No.  I2l).  

Problem  No.  124. 
By  Hunter  and  Meyer. 


Lasker. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  10KB3 

3—  B  to  Kt  5 

4 —  Kt  to  B  3 

5—  B  to  B  4 

6—  B  X  B 

7—  P  to  Q4 

8—  Kt  X  P 

9—  Q  X  Kt 

10 —  B  to  Kt  5 

11—  B  x  Q 

12—  Caslles  O  R 

13—  Kt  X  Kt 

14—  B  X  P 

15—  B  to  Kt  6 

16—  P  to  Q  B  3 

17 —  K  to  B  2 

18—  K  to  Kt3 

19—  P  to  B  3 

20—  B  to  Q  4 
21  —  R  10  Q  3 

22 —  K  R  to  Q  sq. 

23—  B  to  K  3 

24—  B  to  B  5 

25—  K  R  to  Q  2 

26—  B  to  R  3 

27—  R  to  Q  5 

28—  K  to  Kt  4 

29—  K  to  R  5 

30—  K  X  P 

31—  R  to  Q  sq. 

32—  R  X  R 

33—  P  X  P 

34—  K  to  Kt  6 

35—  K  X  P 

36—  P  to  R  4 

37 —  K  to  B  6 

38—  R  X  P  ch. 

39—  K  to  Q  5 

40 —  R  to  Q  7  ch. 

41—  K  to  K  6 

42 —  R  to  Q  sq. 

43 —  R  to  Kt  sq.  ch. 

44—  R  X  R  ch. 

45—  B  to  B  5 

46—  P  to  Kt  4 

47—  K  to  Q  7 

48—  P  to  Ki  5 

49—  P  to  Kt  6 


BLACK. 
Steinitz. 

1 —  P  to  K  4 

2—  ^Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3—  P  to  Q  3 

4—  P  to  O  R  3 

5—  B  to  K  3 

6—  P  X  B 

7—  P  X  P 

8—  Kt  x  Kt 

9—  Kt  to  K  2 

10—  Kt  to  B  3 

11—  Kt  x  Q 

12—  Kt  to  Kt  4 

13—  P  X  Kt 

14—  R  x  P 

15—  B  to  K  2 

16—  K  to  B  2 

17—  K  R  to  R  sq. 

18—  Q  R  to  R  5 

19—  K  R  to  R  3 

20—  P  to  K  Kt  3 

21 —  K  to  K  sq. 

22—  P  to  K  4 

23 —  K  to  Q  2 

24 —  R  to  R  8 

25—  K  to  K  3 

26—  P  to  Kt  4 

27 —  R  to  Kt  3 

28—  P  to  Kt  5 

29 —  R  to  R  3  ch. 

30—  P  to  R  4 

31—  R  X  R 

32—  P  X  P 

33—  R  to  R  sq. 

34—  R  to  K  Kt  sq. 

35—  R  to  Kt  7 

36—  R  to  R  7 

37—  B  X  P 

38—  K  to  B  2 

39—  B  to  B  3> 

40—  K  to  Kt  3 
41  — P  to  R  5 

42—  P  to  R  6 

43 —  R  to  Kt  7 

44—  P  X  R 

45—  B  to  Q  sq. 

46—  K  to  Kt  4 

47—  B  to  B  3 

48—  K  to  B  5 

49 —  Resigns. 


WHITE. 

While  to  play  and  mate  in  two  moves. 

Correspondence  Games. 
Mr.  A.  L.  Jordan,  of  Nagasaki,  will  be  glad  to 
lear  from  any  player  in  Japan  who  is  desirous  of 
playing  a  game  by  correspondence.  We  hope 
some  of  our  readers  will  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  of  testing  their  strength  against  one 
of  the  strongest  players  in  ihe  Far  East. 

Steinitz-Lasker. 

No  fresh  news  at  present  as  to  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  match.  The  papers  by  the  Oceanic 
will  probably  give  us  some  intelligence. 

For  our  game  this  week  we  reproduce  the  ninth 
contest  between  these  giants,  being  the  first  of  the 
Philadelphia  series.  Il  is  astonishing  to  see  the 
Champion  still  holding  on  lo  his  pet  defence  in 
the  Ruy  Lopez  after  so  many  failures  with  it. 
The  game  below  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  Las- 
ker's  play  :  cautious,  careful,  calculating,  and  sure. 
The  woik  with  the  King  is  especially  fine. 


Lasker  had  this  to  say  about  the  game: — 
"The  fourth  move  of  White  inaugurated  not  a 
mere  transposition  of  the  succession  of  moves,  as 
were  played  in  former  games,  but  it  left  While 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  playing  B  to  Q 
B  4  either  before  or  after  P  to  Q  4.  The  opening, 
after  Black's  fifth  move,  came  into  ihe  well-known 
ines  of  the  Philidor  defence.  Il  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  exchanging  of  bishops,  or  the  retiring  to 
knight's  third,  is  preferable. 

"  Black's  tenth  move  was  practically  forced,  as 
White's  threatened  bishop  lakes  knight  with  a 
very  strong  position.  Black  evidently  overrated 
his  attack  when  he  offered  the  exchange  of  knights 
on  the  twelfth  move.  Probably,  16 — R  to  R  5, 
and  if  K  R  to  K  sq.,  17 — P  to  Kt  5  was  Steinitz's 
strongest  line  of  play,  as  this  was  really  his  only 
chance  to  dissolve  his  doubled  pawn  during  the 
whole  game.  After  this  omission,  While  got  a 
sligtit  pull. 

"On  account  of  the  weakness  of  the  Queen's 
Pawn  Black  seemed  compelled  to  push  his  King's 
Pawn  on  his  twenty-second  turn.  Now,  on  my 
twenty-sixth  move  I  might  have  avoided  many 
complications  by  advancing  my  Rook's  Pawn  lo 
its  third  square,  although  Pawn  to  King's  Rook's 
fourth  would  have  been  a  very  slrong  rejoinder 
on  the  part  of  the  Black.  In  actual  play  I  had  to 
make  a  very  tedious  manoeuvie  in  order  to  win 
the  Queen's  Knight's  Pawn.  While  I  was  thus 
engaged  in  my  scheme  Black  initiated  a  strong 
attack  upon  my  King's  flank  in  a  truly  marvellous 
manner,  and  I  had  (to  give  my  entire  attention  to 
it,  although  I  had  a  decisive  superiority  of  Pawns. 

"On  Steinitz's  thiitielh   move  he  might  have 

continued  30          R  to  K  R  8;  31— P  X  P,  R  to 

K  8;  32— P  to  R  3,  R  X  P;  33— P  to  Q  B  4,  but 
he  evidently  thought  that  in  this  variation  White's 
King's  side  Pawns  would  prove  too  dangerous. 
Had  I,  at  my  thirty-fifth  move,  continued  with 
R  to  Q  2,  then  my  opponent  would  have  replied 
with  R  to  Kl  2,  thus  saving  his  Queen's  Knight's 
Pawn  and  he  also  would  have  thiealened  to  push 
his  Rook's  Fawn,  which  in  some  variations  would 
have  given  him  even  a  cuance  lo  win. 

"  My  thirty-ninth  move  was  imperative  as 
Black's  King's  Rook's  Pawn  could  advance,  for 
if  39— R  to  R  6,  B  to  Kt  4;  40— R  to  R  8,  K  to 
Kt  2  ;  41— R  to  K  8,  B  to  B  5  ;  42— B  x  Q  P.  K 
to  B  2 ;  43— R  to  R  8,  K  to  Kt  2  ;  44—  R  to  K  8, 
K  to  B  2  ;  45—  R  to  K  7  ch,  K  to  B  3;  46— R  to 
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■  7\  ,>J<1^';""1  "  ls  very  doubtful,  indeed, 
Whether  While  could  win.     Black  could  have  won 

my  Bishop  hy  39  R  l0  o  7  ch  :  40— K  x  P  R 

X  R ;  41—  B  x  R,  B  lo  Ki  6  cl. ;  42  — P  t0  b'  j. 
P  10  R  S  i  43-B  to  B  5,  P  to  R  6 ;  44-B  to  Kt! 
sq.  F  to  R  7,  but  my  Pawns  would  have  won. 


r>45 


North  v.  South— Return  Match. 
On  7(h  Ap.d  chess-players  of  the  South  of  Eng- 
land we.e  pilled  against  those  of  the  Noith  — 216 
111  ail-— the  antagonists  consisting  <»f  the  hest  ex- 
peris  ,n  England.    The  match  took  place  in  the 
rortman  Rooms,  Bake.-si.eet,  each  side  beini- 
represented  by  108  players,  who  fought  against 
their  opponents  (one  game  each)  on  10S  boa,  .Is 
Anjhou.  after  play  began  the  South  scored  the 
hrsl  result,  soon  followed  by  the  North.    From  that 
point,  however,  results  camequiclcer,  and  it  became 
apparent  that  the  South  were  gaining  fast  Never 
afte.  wards  did  the  North  manage  to  equalise  ;  and 
the  end  pioved  a  victory  for  the  South  by  sixty- 
four  and  a-half  games  to  forty. three  and  a  half 
Considering  that  the  South  has  London  to  d,aw 
on,  and  that  the  Northern  players  were  a  long 
way  from  home,  the  result  is  not  discreditable  to 
tl-e  Not  Hi.     Last  year  the  first  match  of  the  kind 
took  at  Birmingham,  when  the  South  only  won  by 
a  majority  of  oiie.-£.  and  C.  Express. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 



Reuter  "Special"  to  "  Japan  Mail." 

London,  May  20. 

A  match  has  been  arranged  between  the 
yachts  Vigilant  and  Valkyrie,  the  best  of  three 
races,  to  be  sailed  in  British  waters. 

Edmund  Yates  is  dead. 

tu   ^  .  May 21  • 

the  Queen  opened  the  Manchester  Canal 
amid  great  enthusiasm. 

The  Austro-Russian  Commercial  Treaty  has 
been  concluded. 

The  King  has  suspended  the  Servian  Con- 
stitution owing  to  the  invalidating  of  an  Ukase 
annulling  the  banishment  of  parents. 

Yates  Edmund  Hodgson,  son  of  the  well-known  actor,  who  was 
somet.me  lessee  of  the  Adelphi,  born  in  July,  i83r  vva.  for 

?n4,7nyf?8r8  °C  the  MisSing  Letter  Depar tmenMn  the 

Post-Office  He  has  written  '•  My  Haunts  and  their  Frequen- 
terspublished  in  1854;  "After  Office  Hours,"  in  q,M. 

Broken  to  Harness,"  a  story,  in  1864;  "Business  of  PI™ 
V.r-  7.  PageoS  in  Waitin*"  and  ''Running  th Gentle  a' 
Novel,"  ,n  ,86;;  and  -Kissing  the  Rod,"  and  "Land  at 
Last,  a  Novel,"  m  .866     In  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr  F 
E-*;m^ley,  he  wrote  "Mirth  and  Metre,  by  Two  Merry  Men  » 
published  ,r>  .8S4;  m  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr,  R  B 
Brough  edited  ■  Our  Miscellany,"  which  appeared  ir  18 «  8  •' 
prepared  a  condensed  edition  of  "The  Life  and I  f„  ' 
dence  of  C.  Mathews  the  Elder,"  published  in  .86.  -  IT' 
"  Memoir  of  Albert  Smith  and  Mont&anc."    Mr.  Yates  who 
has  written  some  dramas,  and  was  the  theatrical  crit  c  of  the 
Daily  News  for  six  years,  edited  the  Temple  Bar  Mala*°ne  il 
which  his  novel  "  Broken  to  Harness"  appeared  as  a^se  ial  n 
1864-5  :  was  the  first  editor  of  TimleyS  Magazine;  and  a  constant 
contributor  to  Ml  the  Year  Round,  in  which  his  novel  "  B  ack 
i-heep     was  the  leading  serial  story  in  7866-7.     His  later 
novels  are  "Wrecked  in  Port,"   i86q;  "Dr.  WainwriJh & 
Patient,"   i8„;    Nobody's   Fortune,"   !87, ;  ^„rYe,low 
Flag,"  !873  ;  and  "The  Impending  Sword,"  ,|,      ,„  m„ 
i&V,  Mr.  Yates  retired  from  the  Poft-Office'in  0     'r  to  demote 
himself  exclusively  to  literature.   In  the  course  of  that  year  he 
went  on  a  lecturing  tour  in  the  United  States,  and  in  May 
«J,3„Me  W?S? PP°!n'ed  London  representative  of  the  Nejy„k 
Herald  which  post  he  resigned  in  July,  7874,  when  he  esfa 
blished  The  W„li«  a  journal  for  men  ln&  wome<- which  has 
^ihecC!rCU latlori'and°f  which  he  remained  till  the  day  of  his 
m   sole  proprietor  and  editor.  In  November,  .884,  Mr  Yates 
published  two  volumes  of  "  P.rsonal  Reminiscences  ana  Ex! 
penences,''  an  autobiography,  which  has  gone  through  four 
editions.    Mr.  Yates  was  in  1884  indicted  for  libel  on  the  Earl 
of  Lonsdale  and  was  sentenced  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  to 
four  months'  imprisonment— Men  of  the  Time  ]         Jl,st,ce  " 


Society  for  Political  Liberty,  have  been  arrested 
in  the  principal  cities  of  Russia. 

The  marriage  of  the  Czarewich  with  the 
grinceai  Alix  has  been  fixed  for  the  10th  ol 
November, 

Speaking  in  the  Italian  Chamber  of  Deputies 
Signor  Cnspi  stated  that  though  to  all  appear- 
ance the  policy  of  the  Powers  was  pacific  .t  was 
impossible  to  reduce  the  armaments  of  th 
country,  and  an  attitude  of  defiance  was  the 
best  guarantee  for  the  security  of  the  national 
independence. 

Mr,  Mundella,  President  of  the^oard6' o 
iade-  has  resigned  in  order  to  prevent  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  conflict  between  his  public  and 
private  interests. 

The  German  Squadron,  including  the  s 
under  the  command  of  Prince  Henry  has 
anchored  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  Edinburgh 
has  been  the  scene  of  great  fates  in  consequence 
Ihe  Belgian  Expedition  under  Baert,  while 
marching  towards  Lado,  was  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  Dervishes,  and  had  to  beat  a  retreat 
to  await  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 

Brazil  has  broken  off  relations  with^Portugal 
in  consequence  of  the  harbouring  of  Da  Gama 
and  other  insurgents  on  board  Portuguese  war- 
ships at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  National  Liberal  Federation  has  con- 
vened a  conference  to  be  held  at  Leeds,  on  the 
20th  June,  to  consider  the  attitude  of  the  Liberals 
in  regard  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  London  Cabmen  have  struck  against 
the  cab-masters  for  a  reduction  in  the  rales  of 
hiring,  and  the  cab-stands  both  in  the  streets 


MAIL  STEAM  ICRS. 
TUB  N it x T  MAIL  is  DUN 


I'funi  Shanghai,  N;i 
IM'iaki,  mid  Kobe  .. 
Prom  Canada,  ice.  .. 
From  America   

1  1  1  longkong   

Prom  Hongkong   r 

j1"",!  I  longkong    per  p.  &  0 

Prom     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  fti.  M-  «_ 

erom     Europe,  via 

Hongkong    per  N.  D.  Lloyd 

I'rom  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 


•  per  N.  Y.  K. 

per  C,  I'.  R,  Co, 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co, 
per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

Co. 


Friday,  _ 

Monday^ 


June  lit. 
May  j8ll>.» 
Sunday,  June  jrd.f 
Thursday,  May  t 
Friday,  June  ist.l 
Sunday,  June  3rd. 

Friday,  June  8th. 

YVed'day,  June  13th. 
Sunday,  June  171I1. 

d,*fy!"\?lC£inaltii  v»n<:o«ver  on  May  14th.  t  City  of  to. 
tojuuln  left  San  I'rancisco  on  May  Hth.    t  Fmfire,  Z •  1 

•4"'-     1  he  English  ma,|  ls  on  boar<,  „,,.  steamer * Menmmr%  ,ay 


THE   NEXT  MAIL  LKAVKS 

\%  "nangna^  Kobe";        ^  ^       C°"     T^>  ^  ^ 

and  Nagasaki    per  N  Y  K 

Por  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co 

Hor  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

for  Europe,  viaShang. 

„  ,,aL ;   Per  M.  M.  Co. 

Por  Hongkong    per  P.  8c  O.  Co. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N   P  Co 

For  America    per  P.M.  Co'. 

For  1'urope,  via  Hong. 

ko"K    per  N.  I).  Lloyd 


Tuesday,  May  20th. 
Friday,  June  1st. 
■Saturday,  June  and. 

Saturday,  June  and. 
Saturday,  June  9th. 

Saturday,  June  9U1. 
Tuesday,  June  12th. 

Friday,  June  15th. 


LAIET  SHIPPING 


ARRIVALS. 

Argomene    British  ship,  Wm.  O.  Thomaa,  19th 
o    ,  K'~£obe'  BaiIas'-— Dodwell,  Carlill  &  C„ 
Ben  edi,  Br.tisl.  steamer,  1,481,   Farquhar,  iqt'h 
May>  -  Suruga    Bay    19th    May,  General.— 
Cm  nes  &  Co. 
Oolong,  British  steamer,  1,970,  Allen,  19th  May 
-London  via  ports,  Ge«er.l.-W.  M.  Strachan 

vehicles     Xre'tT  0t\H^°  Ma™'  JaPa,,ese  "earner,  896,  M.  Matsu 

venicles.    1  here  was  a  monster  procession  of      ■■■oto,  19th  May,_Otaru  via  ports  Gene- 
cabmen  ,n  Hyde  Park  yesterday,  and  much      Nippo,.  Yusen  Kaisha.     Vlap°'ts'  Ge'^^— 
rioting  en  route,  in  which  the  vehicles  of  the \Anco>la>  British  steamer,  1,880,  W.  D  Mudie 
non-striking  cabmen   were  overturned  The 
cab-masters   have   resolved  to    maintain  the 
strike  against    what    they   term    the  unjust 
demands  of  the  drivers,  but  a  few  cab-masters 
have  yielded. 

„       .,  London,  May  18 

The  Council  of  the  Colonial  Institute  have 
presented  a  memorial  to  Sir  W.  V  Harcourt 
protesting  against    the   Budget   proposals  for 


making  personal  property  outside  Great  Britain  Iff 
liable  to  a  new  rebate  (probate  ?)  duty. 


20tl>    May-Hongkong  rath,  Nagasaki  i6th. 
c  m  ^9      May>Mai|s  and  General.-P 

Fuyo  Maru  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  21st 
May.-Moj,  I7tl,  May,  Coal.-Milsu  Bisin'  Sha 
Priam,  Bi.tisl.  steamer,  1,802,  C.  Jackson,  21st 
M.y.-L.verpool,  via  Kobe  20tl.  May,  Gene.al. 
—  Bnttei  held  &  Swire. 
Nagoya  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,730    F  T 
Brown,  2 1 st  May.-Niigata,  General.-Nippon 
Ynsen  Kaisha. 


[Specially  telsgraphid  to  the    Japan  Mail"  from  the 
"  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 

London,  May  12. 
The  House  of  Commons  threw  out  a  motion 
for  the  rejection  of  the  Budget,  which  was  then 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  b'y  a  majority 
of  308  to  294. 

The  House  of  Commons  will  adjourn  on  the 
21st  inst. 

Speaking  at  the  National  Liberal  Club,  the 
Earl  of  Rosebery  said  that  if  he  obtained  a 
majority  which  consisted  only  of  two  he  would 
persevere  and  fight  to  the  end. 

May  14. 

At  the  last  moment  the  dissentient  ministeri- 
alists yielded  to  the  pressure  of  the  Whips  and 
voted  in  favour  of  the  Budget. 

The  Times  observes  that  it  is  evident  the 
Budget  will  constitute  the  chief  business  of  the 
session,  and  that  its  discussion  in  Committee 
will  be  prolonged  to  the  bitter  end. 

May  15. 

Hundreds  of  persons,  members  of  a  so-called  I 


(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

T7 •     rp  .  Kobe,  May  24. 

K.m  Tai-gen,  one  of  the  Korean  deportees 
who  have  been  ordered  to  leave  Japan  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recent  Korean  murder  case 
attempted  to  decamp  this  morning,  but  was  un 
able  to  carry  out  his  intention  successfully  be 
mg  discoveied  by  the  constables  of  his  escort, 
y   .  Fukushima,  May  2? 

Judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Wakayama  Pri- 
son forgery  has  been  given.    Kamada,  ex-chief 
jailer,  has  been  sentenced  to  eight  years'  imori 
sonment,  and  Aizawa,  a  jailer,  to  ten  months' 
major  confinement. 

c  •  t-  1       r  •  r   -  ^°uI>  May  20. 

Sai  J.-ko  chief  of  the  Togaku-to,  has  called 
upon  the  districts  of  Koyo,  Fuan,  Kotoku, 
Kohei,  and  Koyo  in  Zenra  Province  to  sur' 
render.  His  followers  now  number  over  eight 
thousand.  At  the  battle  of  Ekizan  the  Go 
vernnient  soldiers  were  badly  defeated,  and 
he  loguku-to  partisans  are  likely  to  follow 
the  retreat  of  the  soldiers  up  to  the  Korean 
capital  A  party  of  Government  troops  arrived 
at  Ka-shu  yesterday,  and  at  once  left  for  Rinha. 

A         .    .  Sapporo,  May  25. 

An  explosion  of  gas  occurred  in  the  Yubari 

killed"1'""  °n        "nd'         tW°  pCrSOns  weie 

»    -  1         ,  Akita,  May  2?. 

A  violent  gale,  accompanied  by  heavy  rains 
visited  Asahigawa-mura,  Minami-Akita  District' 
on  the  23rd.  Hail-stones  fell  during  the  storm' 
and  some  anxiety  is  entertained  by  farmers.  ' 

c  .„  Aomori,  May  2C. 

•   SolmeT!es,dents  of  this  town  intend  petition- 
mg  the  Diet  to  open  the  port  of  Aomod 
export  port  for  Russian  Asia. 


'inode  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  789,  G  Soi.ivp 
2rst  May.-Otarn,  Coal.-S.  A.ano  &  Co     V  ' 
China,  British  steamer,  2,600,  Wm.  Ward  22nd 
Ma>^— Hongkong  via  ports,  15th  May,  Mails 
and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai 
22nrl  May,— Ola.  11  via  ports  201I1  May  General' 
— N  ippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Shinagawa   Maru,   Japanese   steamer    qm  G 
Slii.nadzu,  22nd  May,— Hakodate,  General  — 
Nippon  Ynsen  Kaisha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1  5c6  W 
ri.pmpsen,  23rd  May,-Kobe  21st  May,  Gene^ 
ral. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mount  Washington,  American  bark,  1  217  Rose 
23.  d   May,— Kuchinotsu,    Coal.— Mitsu'  Bishi 
Slia. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  i,47r  Oknma 

24..,  May.-Otaru,  Ballast.-S.  Asano  &  Co 
Glenogle  Bnt.sh  steamer,  2,398,  Duke,  241I,  May 
—London  via  ports,  Gene,  al.-Jardine,  Mathe' 
son  Sc  Co.  ' 
Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
24th   May.-Sl.angha,   and   ports,   18th  May, 
Mails  and  General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha 
Oceanten .French  steamer,  2,127,  Schmitz,  24H. 
May.-Marseilles  i5tl.  Ap.il,  Hongkong  17th 
May,  Shanghai  201I.,  and  Kobe  23rd,  Mails  and 
(.Teueral.— Messageries  Maritimes  Co 
Areomene  British  steamer,  1,579,  Wm.  O.  Thomas, 

Wa  Muyh~Yn\0Srka  25t"    Ma>''  Ballast.-! 
Uodwell,  Carhll  &  Co. 

Era\?rjlJ,s}\  steamerA'   ''555.  Moore,  25th  May, 
M,ddlesboro    v.a   ports,  General.-Samue 
Samuel  &  Co. 
Oceanic .  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith 
25tl,  May,-San  F'ancisco  8th  May,  Mails  and' 
General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  r,540,  H.  Walter, 
25th  May,— Otaru  via  ports,  General.-Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha."  *^ 
Hiogo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  896,  Matsumoto 
25th  iYIay,-Kobe  24th  May,  gL\J.-^Z\ 
Yusen  Kaisha.  PH 
Hector,   British    steamer,    1,489,    Bartlett,  26th 

™j,'-L,verPMl  via  ports,  General.-Butter- 
held  Sc  Swne, 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[May  26,  1894. 


DEPARTURES. 
Melbourne,  French  steamer,  4.038.  Vimo.it,  19th 

May,— Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. 

— Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Tacoma,  B.itish  sieamer,  1,661,  V.  Perkes  ,19th 

May,—  racoma,    Wash.,    via  Victoria  B.C., 

Mails  and  General.— Dodwell,  Carl.ll  &  Co. 
Eublectela,   Biitish  lank-sleamer,  2,412^  Barry, 

19th  May— Hamburg  and  London  via  ports, 

General. — Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Argomene,  British  ship,  Wm.  O.  Thomas,  20th 

May— Yokosuka,  Ballast.— Dodwell,  Carhll  & 

Benledi,  British  steamer,  1,481,  Farquhar,  20th 
May,— Hongkong  via  ports,  General.— C01  nes 

Fhrfnc'e  M.  Smith,  British  schooner,  98,  Jno.  C. 

Allen,  20th  May,— North  Pacific,  Sealing  Gear. 

— Captain  Kelley. 
Oakley,    British  steamer,  1,740 

May,— Hongkong  via  ports 

GUnartney,  British  steamer,  1,943.  J-  McGregor, 
2ist  May,— Hongkong  via  ports,  General- 
Tardine,  Matheson  &  Co.  . 

jy/U>  Jlf«r«,  Japanese  steamer,  896,  Matsumolo, 
2fst    May.-Kobe,  General.-N.ppon 
Kaisha.  _ 

Radnorshire,  British  steamer,  1,889.  K 

2lst  May,— London  via  ports,  Genet  al.— Dod- 
well, Carlill  &  Co. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer  1,512,  C. 
Young,  21st  May,— Otaru  via  ports,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Priok,   German  steamer,  1,635^ 
May,— Hamburg  via  poils 
Evers  &  Co. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350 
22nd   May,— Shanghai  and  ports 
General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  22nd 
Mav  —  Moii,  Ballast.— Mitsu  Bish.  Sha. 

Priam,  British  steamer,  1,802,  C.  Jackson,  24th 
May,— London  via  ports,  General.— Butlerfield 

&.  Swire.  t  c  1  • 

SendaiMaru,  Japanese  steamer,  1  034,  1  •  Sak*  , 
24th    May.-Kobe,   General.-N.ppon  Yusen 

Kaisha.  , 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,550,  w. 
Thompson,  24th  May,— Otaru  via  ports,  Gene- 
ral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Hlnode  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  789,  G.  Sofuye, 

-t,,  May,— Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Asano  &  Co. 
China,  British  steamer,  2,600  Wm   Ward,  25tl 
May,— San  Francisco,   Mails  and  General.— 

Oolong',  Bimsh°steamer,  1,970,  Allen,  25th  May 
-Hongkong  via  ports,  General.-W.  M.  St,  a 

chan  &  Co.  o    u  n 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
2StJl   May,— Yokosuka,  Ballast.— Nippon  Yu 

aS^SS*  steamer,  1,880,  W  D.  Mudie, 
26H1  May.-Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Nagasaki, 
Mails  and  Gene.al.-P-  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


Per  French  steamer  Oceanien,  from  Marseilles 
via  po.ts:— Rev.  Pere  Ewrard,  Mr.  Kiyama,  Mr. 
Hiotaro  Soda,  Mr.  Kunope,  Mr.  Ferrari,  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Dautremer  and  3  children,  Mr.  Alford, 
and  Mr.  Hauginis  in  cabin. 

Per  British  sieamer  Oceanic,  from  San  bran- 
Cisco  :-Mr.  J.T.  Boag,  Miss  M.  C.  Winn  Mr. 

G.  Sale  and  servant,  Miss  F.  Singer,  Mr.  J. 
Russell  Wild,  M.D.,  Mrs.  Naylor,  Miss  A.  E. 
Garvin,  Rev.  T.  S.  Tyng,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Bran- 
denstein  in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Melbourne,  for  Shanghai 

K„|je  Viscount  and  Viscountess  de  Bondy, 

infants,"  governess,  and  servant    Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lemaitre,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  de  V.lliers,  infant, 
d  family,  Mr.  Alex.  R.  Catto, 


Mahood,  20tl 
General. — Frazar 


Yusen 
Davis 


Madsen,  22nd 
"General. — Simon 

Conner 
Mails  and 


LA  TES  T  C  OMMER  CJA  L . 


via 
2 


Mr.  Lee  Tian 

Syne  and  servant,  Mr.  A.  L.  Donaldson,  Mr 
A    Whitbeek  Pa.ke,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  layler  and 
Mr.  Neo  Hong  Tew,  Mr.  Jose  Martin, 
Mrs.  de  Souza  and  3  infants,  Mr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wong  Trast 


IMPORTS. 
Yarns.— More  doing,  but  at  lower  prices,  and 
importers  groan  at  the  result  of  the  sales  made. 
Shirtings.— 9lb.  inanimate,  8|lb.  some  little  busi- 
ness doing  at  quotations.  T.  Cloths.— Buyers 
off  ei  low  pi  ices  for  small  parcels  but  without  result. 
Turkey  Reds.— A  few  sales  of  a  retail  character. 
Fancy  Cotton  and  Woollens  stagnant, 
co  1  1  on  v  1  EC k  (ioons. 

PER  PIECE. 

CWeyShfrliiigs— 8ilt),3Biyds.3aiiiclies  $2.40  to  3.00 
Grey  Shi. tings— gill,  3«4         45'»'ches    2.60   to  3  40 

r.  Clotli— 7)li,  24  yawls,  32  inches   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yaids,  44  inches... 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards,  3oinches... 
Cotton— Italians  a nd  Satteens  Black, j» 
inches   


servant, 
Mr.  Sawaye, 
Ching  Chung  Kin, 

Thing,  and  Mr.  C.  B-  Mo. ton  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shang- 
hai and  ports  :-Mrs.  H  McQuade,  3  children, 
and  governess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Sampson  Mi . 
and  Mrs.  Num.  and  child,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malletl, 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Brian,  Miss  Gregor,  Miss  lasselh, 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Kills,  Mrs.  Tagan.i,  Miss  Ono, 
Miss  T.  Ono,  Mrs.  Hirai,  Captain  Lee,  Mess.s 
Hardy  Ve.ner,  Vallauce,  Smith,  Durant,  Sewell, 
Millar,'  Harding,  W.  Brent,  J.  Jerada.  1 
and  child,  M.  Nozu,  Iwanaga,  and  Master  Ernest 
in  cabin;  Mr.  Kwon  Hoy  Chin  m  second  class, 
and  40  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  China,  for  San  Francisco:— 
Ayres,  Mr.  C  C.  Branch,  Mr.  H  O. 
T.  Benson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Mrs.  G.  T.  Berry,  Mr.  and 


1 .70  to  2.00 

1 .70  to  2.35 

175  10  3-75 

PBK 

0   l6  tO  O  21 

PER  PIECE. 

6.85  lo  9,05 

O.85  l<>  I.OO 
1.60 


to  1.80 


t  0,0  In  2.20 
2,40  l<>  2.85 
3  00  to  3.20 

PER  YARD. 


Mr.  W.  H 
de  Barretto,  M 
Brookings,  Mr.  and  Mrs 

Mrs.  Frank   L.   Bahbott,   Mrs    1.  W.  Badge. 
Miss   Barnard,   Mr.  J.  F.  Cox- Edwards,  Dr.  W. 
H  Cu  tis  and  2  children,  Mrs.  Copper  Captain  A. 
M'.  Domojiroff,  I.R.N.,  Mr.  H.C.  Dnng,  Rev 
d  Mrs.  Ed.nan  and  2  children,  the  Hon.  and 
Mrs  1  W.  Foster,  Miss  Gossip,  Major  James  O. 
Hutchinson,  Mr.  F.  S.  Hamillon.  Mr.  E.  A.  Har- 
rison   Mr.   John  Leslie,  Mr.  A.   E.  Lees  Mis. 
Lamden,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mor.ey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Morley,    Mr.  W.   C.   Macnaugl.ton,   Mi.  J. 
Ma  sop,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Morris,  Mr   Fran k 
NicboS    Mrs.  O.  D.  Norton,    Major  J.  L.  Orr, 
Miss  E    S.  Orr,  Miss  M.  D.  On,  Mr.  Geo.  D. 
Pratt,  Mr.  Harold  J    Pratt  Mrs.  Ct.arles.Pi att, 
Miss  H.  F.  P-ait,  Mr.  A.  W.  Paul    Mi.  It. 
Palmer,  Mis.  Pilcher  and  child   Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
S.  Paine,  Miss  Paine,  Mr  a.u M.  s. ^Rowe M  ■  s. 
Robeits  and  2  children,   Mr.  J.  H.  ScoU,  Mi.  S, 
S.  Schilizzie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Sowle. D. .  G^  F. 
Smith  Mr.  L.  K.  G.Smith,  Mr.  A.  J.  S.ssou,  Mi 
|  A  'Schieinberger,  Mrs.   M.  E.  Torbert,  Miss 
Torbert,  Mr.  C.  Watney  and  valet,  and  Mis 
Wallace  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports  :-Mrs.  Mansfield,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Waggott, 
M.  H  J  Irish,  Mr.  J.  E.  Otto,  and  Mr.  Oscar 
Rowe  in  cabin  ;  and  I  Indian  in  steerage 


Velvets— Black,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I.awns,  12  yards,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yards, 

30 inches   •••• 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3ft,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   ■  ■•• 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   •  •  ••• 

Turkey.  Reds— 4.8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

WOUI.I.HtJS. 

Flannel    *°-2?*  l"  °  ^ 

Italian  Cloth,  30  ya.ds,  32  inches  hest    0.35    to  0.40 
Italian  Cloth,  30  ya.ds,  32  inches 

Medium  

Italian  Cloth,  3"  yalds-  32  ",l-,,e!' 

Common   

Mnnsselinede  l.aine— Crape,  2  |  yards, 

3 1  inches   

Cloths— Pilots,  54  @  56  inches   

Cloths—  President*,  54  %  56  inches  ... 
Cloths— Union,  54  $  56  l,,cl,es  °  *° 

HUukets— Scailet  and  Green,  4  to  3 » «« . 

,„r  n,    0.45    '"  »-5»> 

COITOtl  YAltriS.       per  ficui.. 

Ho».  .o/a4.Uidinary    — 

Nos.  .6/24,  Medium  *37  00  038.00 

Nos.  .6/24,  Good  to  Best   38,00 Jo  39-00 

Nos.  16/24,  Ueve.se   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   39-00 

Nos.  28(32,  Medium    39  50  to  40.00 

Nos  28/32.  Good  lo  Best   40  00  to  4100 

No«  38/12,  Medium  to  Best    44.00  to  45-»o 

No".  12s,  Two-fold    42  00  to  44  00 

N0.4as.  Tw0.f0M    49-oo  to  52.00 


o  30 

0.25 

0.15 
035 
0.60 


to  0.35 

III  0.30 

t(l  n.22i 

to  0.50 
to  0.05 
lo  0.70 


No.  20s 
No.  1 6  s 


Bomliay 
Bombay 


PASSENGERS 

ARRIVED. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  from  Hongkong  via 
ports  :-Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  W.  P.  Bliss,  Mr.  Roche- 
feller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Hall  Captain  and  Mrs 
Eaton,  Mr.  G.  Braillnvaite,  Dr.  G  Horsey,  Mrs 
Horsey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  Mr.  J.  H.  Curling, 
Mr  A  F  Watt,  Mr.  Benohr,  Mr.  Kaufmann 
,d  Mr.  Sp.ague  and  Japanese  servant  ...  cabin 


Mil  TAI.S. 

Market  very  dull.  Dealers  try  for  a  reduction 
in  price,  but  so  far  holde.s  maintain  their  ground 
fairly  well  for  most  classes  of  Iron.  Tin  plates  are 
lower,  stock  large,  and  the  demand  small. 

flat  Ua.s.i  inch    »3-°o  to  3.65 

Plat  liars,  i  incV,   3  7°  03.75 

Round  and  SI!"a'e  »|W      i  ,"cl'  3-6o    n  3.70 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3  ?o  to  3-»o 

Sheet  Iron   4-70  to  4  90 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9-2o  to  9.50 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.00  lo  6.25 

Tin  Plates,  per  hox   5-8o  lo  6  00 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3   

I(I£U0SI£NK. 


1 .60  to  1 .70 


rlRrnpc  No  change  to  report.    Market  dull,  and  a  few 

UKUU  .J  sales  of  American  have  been  made  at  a  slight  re- 

Per  French  steamer  Melbourne,  for  Shanghai  via  rf  io|)  Q|l  last  week.s  rates.  Russian  steady,  but 
Kobe  : — Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  29  bales.    Ireasuie  l  |q  repQrU     Stock  of  both  kinds  is  now 

for  Shanghai,  ^,500^^  ^  ^  ^  s„ang.  |  equal  to  600,000  cases. 


Disembarked  at  Kobe:-Lieut.  H.  Fielden,  Mr. 
C  1  LeMes.nier,  Mr.  F.  D.  Galpin,  the  Misses 
Galpin  (2),  and  Mr.  T.  North  Christie  in  cabin 

Per  B.itish  steamer   China,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports :— Mrs.  Napean,  Su. geo-.-Major  i>  b 
I.anghead,  Captain  A.  M.  Domog.roff,  Mr.  Pan,. 
Schramm,  Mr.  Kozakow,  Mr.  C.  F. .«*MiheA.  MM 
E.  Oswald  Kenyon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G  H.  Macy 
and  son    Mr.  F.  E.  Fenald,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Lew 
Hine  and  1  children,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lew  Lung 
,nd  2  children  in  cabin.     For  Francisco  :- 

Rev  and  Mrs.  E.  Edman  and  2  children,  Mr.  W. 
H  Ayres,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Cowan  in  cab.... 

Per Japanese  steamer  SendaiMaru  from  Halco- 
date  via  ports  :-Mr.  Hatsuda  H.rosh.  Mrs. 
Hafsuda  Itsu,  Miss  Hatsuda  Kiku,  and  Miss 
Hatsuda  Masa  in  cabin. 

Per  lapanese  sieamer  Wakanoura  Maru,  from 
Kobe  -Captain  W.  H.  Forbes,  Mrs.  Pitts  and  3 
children,  and  Mr.  To  Fu  in  cabin,  and  35  pas- 
sengers in  stee.  age. 

Per  lapanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shane* 
hai  and  "ports  :-Mr.  O.  S.  M^y,  Mr  . 
Imanaga,  Mrs.  Scudder  and  child,  Miss  Imaudt, 
Mrs  Noble  and  3  children,  Mrs.  Faukes,  Dr 
Reich,  Mr.  J.  H.  Scott,  Mr.  C.  E.  H.  Poole  and 
Mr  John  Leslie  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  Inaka  and  Mr.  Sahhe 
hi  second  class,  and  41  passengers  in  steerage. 


Per  lapanese 
hai  and  ports  :-T.  easure,  $50,000.00 

Per  British  steamer  China,  for  San  Francisco 

T  K.A 
a,N  NCW 
,«iMi:»i:iw  YORK 

Shanghai   65  — 

1,141 

3,932 


M1NNE-  OTHSK 
CHICAGO.  APOLIS.CITIES. 


Hyogo 
Yohohaina 
Hongkong. 
Amoy  


total. 


277 
155 


497 


1,079 
3,878 


—  1,078 


1,738 
6,81. 


TOT/ 

65 
2,22 

9.'65  ] 

155 
1.738 


•  4,957 

S.  I.K  . 


—    1,078  .3,343 


,RK,  HABTFOnn. 


Shanghai  ... 

Hongkong 

VoUohama 

,tal  ... 


■91 
.0 
510 

7'3 


"93 

—  10 

—  5'Q 

—  7«3 


Per  British  sieamer 
ports  :-S.lk,  73         5  Wasle  Sl,k'  41  baIeS- 


Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 


REPORTS. 
The  B.itish   steamer  China,  Captain  Ward, 
■epoits:-Left  Hongkong  the  ,Stl.  May ,  Naga- 
■   Kobe  the  2lst  ;  had  tine  wea 


M. 


saki  the  19th,  and 
thei  throughout  ihe  passage. 

The  British  steamer  Oceanic,  iCaptam  W 
Smith  reports -.-Left  San  Francisco  the  8ih  May. 
fcKdS  Yokohama  the  2,h  M.y  4-5o 
Passage  from  San  Francisco,  16  days  6  h,,ms,  52 
minutes. 


Chester    *..67Mo 

Comet    '-n5  *■  ..674 

Devoe    , 

Russian  Anchor   '^5   to  1.67 

Russian  Moon    '°  ,  02i 

SIKJAli. 

Browns. — Arrivals  continue  on  a  free  scale. 
Market  quiet  and  quotations  barely  maintained . 
Whitb. — A  fair  business  done  at  the  Tsukip  Auc- 
tions, and  prices  unchanged. 

»  r  KEN  PICUL. 

rirown  Talcai    ^4-50  to  4.60 

Brown  Manila   5.20  o  5.30 

Brown  Daitong  .(   3.30  to  3.40 

Brown  Canton    4  00  to  4  30 

White  lava  and  Penang   7.10  to  7  20 

White  Kel.ned   7  50  9-50 

EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  18th  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  382 
piculs  divided  thus :—  Filatures,  2Q8  piculs,  Re- 
reels,  22  piculs;  Kakeda,  62  piculs.  Direct  ship- 
ments have  been  184  bales,  making  the  total 
business  of  the  week  600  piculs. 

As  before,  the  only  business  doing  has  been  for 
the  United  Slates  trade,  purchases  being  made 
from  day  to  day  as  p.  ices  declined.  There  has 
been  practically  no  business  doing  for  Europe, 
and  prices  for  fine-sized  Filatures  are  nomi- 
nal.   With  regard  to  full  sizes,  quotations  are 
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moieoi  lass  irragulai  and  ii  is  probable  that  we 

may  see  further  ease  next  weelc. 

Exchange  took  rathei  a  sharp  rise,  but  is  now 
easier  again,  as  pei  out  table  al  fool. 

New  Crop.— A\l  the  reports  are  satisfactory  as 
far  as  Japan  is  concerned,  and  there  is  no  reason 
(<>  alter  our  anticipations  expressed  last  werlc. 
From  Shanghai  we  hear  of  some  little  disturbance 
to  the  crop  arising  fiom  a  cold  and  wet  spring  in 
North  CI  rina,  bill  we  do  not  ihiulc  there  is  ally 
serious  damage  done.  Advices  from  Europe  re- 
main good  and  the  prospect  is  that  in  the  coining 
season  we  shall  see  cheaper  Raw  Silk  all  over  the 
world  than  has  ever  before  been  known. 

There  have  been  four  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  all  the  steamers  leaving  on 
the  same  day,  19th  May.  The  P.M.  steamer  City 
0/ Sydney  had  214  hales  for  the  New  Yor  k  trade  ; 
the  German  mail  N'urnberg,  65  bales  for  Europe; 
the  French  mail  Melbourne,  29  bales  for  Europe' 
and  the  Northern  Pacific  steamer  Tacoma,  I 
bales  for  New  York.  These  departures  make  the 
present  exporr  figur  es  42,621  picnls,  against  46,859 
piculs  last  year,  and  49,116  piculs  at  the  same  dale 
in  1892.  (The  China,  which  left  port  this  forenoon, 
can  ied  510  bales  for  the  New  Yor  k  trade.  The  par' 
ticnlars  and  weights  will  be  included  in  our  next). 

Filatures. — Business  for  the  United  States  trade 
has  been  done  at  a  further  decline,  the  last 
chases  giving  Gakosha  $705;  Mai'shinsha,  $695  ; 
Onosha,  685;  Kanayama,  same  price.  These 
prices  could  probably  be  further  shaded  now  as 
holders  ate  very  anxious  to  be  moving.  Fi 
Europe,  very  little  is  passing,  ordinary  Bishu 
being  entered  at  $675  ;  Soshu,  $665  ;  Yechigo,  $650 
Rereels.—A  very  small  business  in  these  ;  one 
parcel  of  Oshu  at  $700,  will)  good-medium  Joshu 
at  $620. 

Kakeda. — Some  business  was  done  in  the  early 
part  of  (lie  week,  but  nothing  the  last  two  or  three 
days.  The  price  paid  was  $650  for  flower  Girl 
and  Horsehead  together.  The  stock  in  this  class 
is  not  large  and  holders  are  fairly  firm. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No.  1 «    

Hanks — No.  2  ( Slrinslin )     

l!anl<s — No.  2  (  Joslur)   

Hanks — No.  2$  (Sliitislm)    

Hanks — No.  2>  (Joslin)  

Hanks — No.  2j  to  3     

Hanks — No.  3   

Hanks — No.  3$   

filatures — Hxtra  10/12  deniers   Nom.  — . 

Filatures — Extra  13/15  deniers    Nom.  , 

Filatures— No.  1,  10/13  denier*    Nom. $720  to 

Filatures— No.  1,  13/15.  M/"5  den    ?00  fo 

Filatures— No.  ij,  10/14  deniers   680  to 

Filatirres— No.  i\.  1 3  / 1  rt,  14/17  den  „'  680  to 

Filatures — No.  2.  r 0/1 5  deniers    650  to 

Filatures— No.  2,  1  4/18  deniers    650  to 

Filatirres — No.  3,  1  4/20  deniers     

Re-reels — F.xtra     

Re-reels — (Oshu)  Heat  No.  1    Nom.   

Re-reels— No.  1,  i3/'5.  «4/"5  deniers  .'  600  to 

Re-reels— No.  ij,  13/ifi,  1 4 / 1 7 de niet s   670  to 

Re-reels — No.  2,  14/18  deniers   g50  to 

Re-reels— No.  2J,  14/18  deniers   fi30  to 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1 4/20  deniers    610  lo 

Kakedas — Fxtra    ^00  jQ 

Kakedas— No.  1   ...'.'J!."  680  to 

^a  {e^as-No.  '»    650  to 

Kakedas— No.  2    g30  ffl 

Kanedas—  No.  2j    g,0  tQ 

Kakedas — No.  3     

Kakedas — No.  34   _ 

Kakedas — No.  4    _ 

Osliu  Sendai — No.  2J  

Hainatsuki — No.  I,  2    Nom.  — 

Hatnalsniti— No.  3,  4    Nom.   

Social — No .  at  


ami  ihfl  (lei  man  mail 


213  bales,  all  for  Europe. 

1  Ins,,  departures  make  ilie  picsrnl  export  figures 
27,424  piculs,  against  43,501  piculs  last  year  and 
3'. ^55  pirnls  at  lire  same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi.—  Holders  have  reduced  'their  asking 
pi  ices  about  ftio  per  picul  all  round,  but  even  at 
this  there  is  vei  y  little  doing,  the  only  purchase 
during  the  week  being  Joshu  at  from  $63  to  $67 
per  picul.  Filature  and  Oshu  soils  have  been 
quite  neglected. 

Kibiso. — Prices  in  this  class  have  also  been  re- 
duced without  attracting  buyers.  Nothing  done 
beyond  a  few  piculs  of  Zagouri,  prices  running  from 
$32  to  $45  per  picul. 

Mawata.— Out  sample  bale  was  packed,  price 
paid  being  $185  per  picul. 
Sundries — Nothing  done. 


QUOTATIONS, 
fteicad  l.ucuuiij  —  liood  lo  Uest  

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Uest     $ 

Noslii-ito— Kilatme,  Good    

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Medium  

Noslii-ito— Oshu,  Good  to  Itest  ............ 

Noshi-ito — Sliitisli'n ,  Uest   

Noshi-ito— Shinshu,  Good       80  to 

Noslii-ito — Shiiishu,  Medium   ,,  " 

Noshi-ito— Hiislui,  Good  to  Heut ... 

Noshi-ito— josiiu,  liest   " 

Noshi-ito— Joshu,  Good   !.!'"?!.'!".*      65  to 

Noshi-ito— Joshu,  Ordinary   00  to 

Kibiso — Filature,  Best  selected  

Kibiso— Filature,  Seconds    

Kibiso— Oshu,  Good  to  Heat   

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Uest  .... 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Seconds   

Kibiso — Joshu,  Good  to  Fair  

Kibiso— joshu,  Middling  to  Common  '. 

Kibiso —  Hachoji,  Good   

Kibiso— Hachoji,  Medium  to  I .ow ...  ".  .. 
Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common  . 
Vlavvala-Good  to  Heat  ,50  tQ  ,6o 

Export  Table  Waste  Silk  lo  25H1  May,  1894.- 


120  to  125 
1 ro  to  115 
100  to  105 
115  to  125 

85 

70  to  65 
1 05  to  115 

70 

90  to  100 

80  to  85 
60  to  65 


35  to 
30  to 
30  to 
25  to 


1803-^4. 

ILS. 


Waste  Sill,    z4,'93 

1  ierrp,l  (!nnunis   3»23l 


1893-93. 
I' 1 1:11 1,  a. 
40,809 
2,892 


1891-92. 
Vtr.uUt 
29.756 
2,099 


27,424        43.501  31,855 


5cl  Dements  and  Direct 

Export  from  1st  July 
Stock,  25th  May   15,300 


28,400 


46,380 
2,200 


-n:ifLa. 
35.300 

4,300 


iial.l 


e  supplies  to  date  43,700        48,580  39,000 

Exchange,  afler  a  temporary  rise,  is  down  aga 
but  has  not  as  yet  touched  last  week's  rates  :  L 


in 

ON- 


73° 
710  I 
690 
690 
(56o 
660 


700 
680 
660 
640 
620 
710 
690 
660 
640 
(520 


oon,  4111/s.  Credits,  2/li;  Documents,  2/lf  •  6m/s 
Credits,  2/if.  New  York,  3od/s.  U.S.  $5i|  ■  4„//s 
fl-S.  $52!.    pARIS)  or  Lyon-  '  - 


U 

1 6m/s.  fcs.  2.68 


4'"/s.  fcs.  2.67; 


Estimated  Silk  Stock,  25th  May,  1804  : 

Saw.  >k;uls 

Hanlts    — 

Filatures    3,100 

Re-reeis   2,610 

Kakeda    340 

Osnu    — 

Vaysaam  Kinds  ...  — 


Wasi  1 

Cocoons  

Noshi-ito 


PICULS. 
140 

  7,900 

K'fso    6,840 

1 10 
•  310 


Mawata 
Sundries 


Votal  piculs    15, 


300 


Export  Itaw  Silk  Tables  to  25th  May,  1894.— 
Sniiin  1893-1894. 

B,  1  11. 

  23.048 

  18,212 


It  in  ope 

A  men  r j 


total 


(  Dales  41,360 
(  Piculk  42,621 


Settlements  and  Direct  ?  " 

Cxport from  1st  |uly  )  43.250 
Stock,  25th  May   6,050 


1892.93. 

1891-9*. 

Run. 

»»!,«•, 

'8,775 

18,676 

27,289 

29.372 

46,064 

48,048 

46,859 

49,1 16 

46,900 

48,700 

1,100 

2,100 

48,000 

50,800 

Available  auppliex  lo  dale  49,300 

WASTE  SILK . 

A  very  small  business  this  week,  settlements 
being  140  piculs,  divided  thus  :  Noshi,  66  piculs  ; 
Kibiso,  70  piculs ;  Mawata,  4  piculs.  No  direct 
shipments  this  week. 

Holders  have  at  last  lowered  their  quotations, 
out  too  late.  Had  they  been  current  a  month 
ago  they  could  have  cleared  off  probably  half  the 
present  stock  ;  but  they  refused  then  the  reason- 
able offers  which  buyers  made  them,  and  now 
they  themselves  are  wauling  offers  without  being 
able  to  obtain  them.  The  prospect  is  that  the 
market  must  fall  yet  further  and  the  dealers  who 
have  foolishly  held  on  will  bum  their  fingers. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities, 
the  French  mail  steamer  Melbourne  taking  8  bales' 


Total  piculs    6,050 

TEA. 

A  rushing  trade  ;  settlements  for  the  season  to 
dale  being  near  100,000  piculs.  Tasters  complain 
that  the  quality  is  falling  off,  and  that  the  fine 
qualities  are  already  scarce.  Prices  r  ecede  as  the 
season  advances,  and  will  probably  be  lower  again 
next  week.  Present  export  (not  including  China 
and  the  Suez  steamers  now  loading)  is  2i  million 
pounds,  against  l|  millions  at  same  date  last  year. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Choicest    *K  r"""- 

Choice    *3S  "P 

Finest    30  to  3, 

Fine   ;. 27  to  28 

Good  Medium   ....  23  J°  2* 

Medium   '.  20  to  2. 

Good  Common   «  !°  19 

  16  to  17 

EXCHANGE. 

Exchange  rose  in  the  beginning  of  the  week 
IweekTrafes'"        "'ed'  lhough  not  <*uite  10  la>' 

Sterling— Bank  T.T  

Slciling  —  Hani.  Mills  ol,  demand  ' 
Sterling— Bank  4  months'  sight 
Sterling— Private  4  months'  sight 

sterhng— Private  6  months' sight  

On  Paris— Bank  sight  7  4 

On  Lyons-Private  4  months'  sighV." '.I!  I  ,'|fj 
On  Hongkong-Bank  sight  ......  ■"p.0.0 

On  Hongkong-Private  .0  days'  sight  "::;'"  ,  7 

On  Shanghai— Bank  sight    '  k° 

On  Shanghai-Private  ,0  days'  sight  Z  ZZ  73! 
On  India— Bank  sight  ...  .  ,07 
On  India— Private  30  days'  sight  20n 
On  America-Bank  Bills  on  demand 
On  America— Private  30  days'  siyht 
On  Amenca— Private  4  months'  sight.. 
On  Germany-Bank  sight   *  f* 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

HTHE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  minkral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation, It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

A/T fSS'H.  G.  BRITTAN,  a, Bluff,  Yokohama, 
1VJ-  will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 
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ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  sweetest  of  all  sweet  odours  The 
Original    and    only    true    Essence  is 
Atkinson's.    Beware  of  Imitations 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

When  of  good  quality  Eau  de  Cologne  is 
one  of  the  most  refreshing  Perfumes 
Atkinson's  Enolish  make  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  finest 
Of  »11  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION !  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape- 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
-  "  White  Eose,"  and  address  in  full.,  ' 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Awmoeo  Cold  Medal  Lpool  Iniwl  ExfflBfnnK,  1336. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixtura* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
M  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug.  Cavendish* 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

Established   a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abv^inia,"  says — "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
tc  "  term  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
Slorer,  as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value,"  

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
nf  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammation*. 

Mr  I  T  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  187..  says-"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
rould  exceed  their  gratitude;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter?  anS  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
antthe  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  bv  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  V  May  1st,  1800. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  f.ee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  Wo. Id 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONEYf'AND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  Journal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADER  is  a'thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  kec-rd  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

'•  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  ANDTKADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  ttnglish  goods 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  -wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  lo  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 

September  30,  1893. 


LI  E  Bi  d  COM  RAN  Y  S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  uarou  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurcb  Avenue,  London,  England.  


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


DINNEFO 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Bheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


PNNEFQRDS 
FLUID 

jMAGNESIAj 

N.B.— ASK  FOR 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


THA! 


Electric  &  Steam  Launch 

/jet. 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   "ULOW-WOKM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
and  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  ao  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 

^pril  231.1,  1893. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  st  fx.  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Ellacott  Beale,  of  No,  8,  Bluff, 
.  Yokohama. — Saturday,  May  26,  1894. 


A  REVIEW  OF  JAPANESE  COMMERCE,  POLITICS,  LITERATURE,  AND  ART. 


NO.  22.] 


MOUTHED  at  the  n.r-.o. 

AS   A  N  BWS  PAPER. 


YOKOHAMA,  JUNE  2nd,  1894. 
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ment  had  the  courage  of  its  conviclions  and  the 
Houses  of  the  Diet  were  free  to  take  what  steps 
they  might  desire  upon  the  matter. 

H.B.M.  Judge  has  non-suited  Mr.  Box  in  the 
case  brought  in  the  British  Court  by  Mr.  E. 
Whittall  to  recover  the  value  of  a  promissory  note 
given  by  the  former  to  the  latter. 
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'FA1S  CE  gUK  DOIS:   ADV1HNNE  QUE  POURRA  !' 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
ind  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to 'the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payable  to  same:  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yok  ohama  :  Saturday,  June  2nd,  1894. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  price  of  ice  is  rising  in  Tokyo,  owing  to 
the  sudden  setting-in  of  hot  weather. 

M.  G.  Dubail,  Consul-General  for  France  at 
Shanghai,  has  arrived  in  Japan  to  act  as  Charge 
d  Affaires. 

The  spring  sale  of  race  ponies  took  place  on 
Monday  and  some  very  good  prices  were  given 
for  a  few  of  the  animals. 


The  Chinese  theatre  and  seven  other  houses 
were  destroyed  by  fire  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
The  outbreak  originated  in  a  firework  store. 

A  farewell  dinner  to  M.  Sienkiewicz  was 
tendered  last  week  by  the  French  communities 
of  Yokohama  and  Tokyo  at  the  Rokumeikan. 


Among  the  items  of  the  Supplementary  Budget 
disallowed  by  the  House  of  Represeniatives  is 
the  appropriation  for  the  Yokohama  Harbour 
Works. 


Dr.  Goto,  ex-Chief  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau, 
who  has  been  under  arrest  in  connection  with 
the  Nishigori  case,  was  released  on  the  25th 
ult.  on  bail. 


The  28th  ult.  was  the  Birthday  of  H.I.M.  The 
Empress.  Her  Majesty  was  unforlunrtely  too 
indisposed  to  receive  the  guests  who  called  to 
offer  their  congratulations. 

Count  Ito,  Minister  President,  spoke  in  the 
House  of  Peers  on  Tuesday  upon  the  question 
of  the  last  dissolution.    He  said  the  Govern- 


From  the  commencement  of  the  year  up  to  the 
25th  ult.  the  number  of  smallpox  cases  in  Yama- 
nashi,  Nagasaki,  and  Hiroshima,  was  8  321  of 
whom  2,142  ended  fatally.  ' 

The  certificate  of  Captain  Renny,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  Sakata  Maru  at  the  time  of 
her  stranding  at  Fushiki  in  January  last,  has 
been  suspended  for  four  months. 


A  workman  was  crushed  to  death  on  the  29th 
ult.,  at  Eirakucho,  Kojimachi,  Tokyo,  by  the 
fall  of  some  timbers  from  Mr.  Iwasaki's,'  Bank, 
which  is  now  in  course  of  construction  there. 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  decided 
to  open  a  Disciplinary  Court  to  examine  into  the 
case  of  Mr.  Chitani,  the  discontented  judge  who 
declined  to  take  up  his  appointment  in  Okinawa. 

Strict  sanitary  precautions  are  being  taken  to 
prevent  the  entry  of  the  black  pest  into  Japan 
I  he  epidemic  is  still  rife  in  Hongkong,  and 
the  Chinese  are  leaving  the  Colony  in  'large 
numbers. 

A  police  inspector  attached  to  the  Yokohama 
Central  Station  shot  a  girl  in  a  brothel  on 
Tuesday  night  and  then  committed  suicide 
Both  were  dead  when  the  inmates  of  the  house 
entered  the  room. 

Owing  to  some  dispute  as  to  the  division  of  the 
share  capital  of  the  Yokohama  Exchange  the 
Yokohama   Guild   of  Japanese  Com 


lmission 


Merchants  have  passed  a  vote  of  no  confidence 
in  their  officers. 

Messrs.  Yagishita  Shiko  and  Saito  Kumeiiro, 
of  the  Home  Office,  left  the  capital  on  the  20th 
ult.  for  Kanagawa,  Hyogo,  Yamaguchi  and 
Nagasaki  on  business  connected  with  the  open- 
ing of  Quarantine  Stations. 


Some  railway  capitalists  have  agreed  to  establish 
a  railway  company  with  a  capital  of  six  hundred 
thousand  yen  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
railway  between  Hachioji  and  Yokohama,  via 
Haramachida,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  miles. 

Professor  Aoyama  Tammichi  and  Dr.  Kitazato 
Shibasaburo  leave  Yokohama  on  the  i6ih  inst 
for  Hongkong  to  investigate  into  the  nature' 
history,  symptoms,  and  cause  of  the  pest,  also 
the  actual  condition  and  the  methods  of  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  the  pestilence. 

The  five  accomplices  in  the  recent  attempt  to 
smuggle  four  Japanese  women  out  of  the 
country,  who  adopted  the  device  of  packing 
their  victims  in  travelling  trunks,  which  were 
received  on  the  Jacoma  as  ordinary  passengers' 
baggage,  have  been  heavily  fined  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Emigrants'  Protection  Law. 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery  has  been  visiting  Ports- 
mouth in  reference,  it  is  believed,  to  the  pro- 
posed improvement  of  the  defences  of  Ports- 
mouth, Chatham,  and  Devonport,  and  pro- 
viding docking  accommodation  for  a  large  fleet 
as  each  place.  An  enormous  grant  will  be  re- 
quired to  render  these  places  adequate  to  the 
necessities  of  the  Navy.  The  Liberal  Federation 
in  North  Wales  has  resolved  that  the  time  has 
come  for  the  Welsh  Party  to  adopt  an  independ- 
ent policy  and  has  voted  in  favour  of  calling  a 


general  convention  of  Welshmen  to  formulate 
a  national  policy.    A.  motion  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Sir  John  Lubbock,  on 
behalf  of  the  Opposition,  to  divide  the  Budget 
Bill  into  two  parts,  so  as  to  enable  the  House  of 
Lords  to  vote  the  Naval  Sinking  Fund  Sec- 
tion, has  been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  forty. 
Mr.  Morley,  speaking  at  Newcastle,  said  he 
feared  that  the  House  of  Lords  had  gone  too 
far  to  be  mended,  and  must,  therefore,  be  ended. 
A  successful  operation  for  cataract  has  been 
performed  on  Mr.  Gladstone's  right  eye.  His 
general  health  is  unimpaired.   The  treaty  drawn 
up  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
King  of  the  Belgians  leaves  the  province  of 
Bahrel  Gazel,  in  the  Congo  State,  to  King  Leo- 
pold, whose  successors  shall  remain  Sovereigns 
of  the  Congo  State.     The   Temps  and  the 
Journal  des  Debats  vehemently   attack  the 
treaty,  and  say  that  France  will  never  recognise 
this  arrangement.    These  papers  further  state 
that  the  cession  of  Bahrel  Gazel  constitutes  a 
new  factor  in  the  Egyptian  question,  and  that 
France  will  contest  the  matter  with  England. 
The  Russian  Government  is  sending  experts 
to  India,  Ceylon,  and  China  in  December  to 
study  tea  planting.    A  plot  has  been  discovered 
in  Servia  in  favour  of  a  pretender  to  the  Throne. 
Mr.  Casimir  Perier  has  resigned  and  Mr.  Dupuy 
is  forming  a  new  cabinet.    The  Anarchists  con- 
tinue very  active  in  Europe.    Henry,  the  bomb 
thrower  at  the  Cafe-  Terminus,  has  been  guil- 
lotined, while  six  of  the  men  implicated  in 
the  outrage  at  the  Liceo  Theatre,  Barcelona, 
have  been  shot.     Dowe's  bullet-proof  coat  has 
been  tested  in  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  General  Lord  Roberts,  and  others, 
and  when  cordite  cartridges  were  fired  at  it  at 
a  distance  of  a  few  yards  only  the  projectiles 
failed  to  penetrate. 


There  is  no  revival  in  the  Import  trade,  though 
there  have  been  further  sales  of  Yarns,  but  in 
Piece-goods  there  is  very  little  doing,'  White 
Shirtings,  Turkey  Reds,  and  Italian  Cloth  having 
been  bought  only  in  a  retail  way.  There  is  noth- 
ing to  report  in  the  Metal  trade,  except  the 
complaints  of    importers  that   every  branch 
of  the  business  is  exceedingly  dull,  and  as  the 
hot  weather  approaches  no  improvement  can 
be  expected  in  this  market.    There  is  little 
doing  in  Kerosene,  and  the  small  demand  made 
upon  the  stock  has  been  filled  at  recent  rates. 
Deliveries  have  been  fair,  and  there  is  a  goodly 
stock  in  hand.    The  demand  for  Sugar  of  all 
kinds  has  fallen  off,  though  sales  continue  at 
last  week's  prices.  There  have  been  a  few  small 
settlements  in  the  Silk  trade.    The  total  only 
amounts   to  600   piculs,    more  than  100  of 
which  is   accounted  for  by  direct  shipment. 
The  bulk  of  the  parcels  taken,  however,  go  to 
Europe,  a  rumour  having  got  about  that  there 
was  something  wrong   with   the  crop  there. 
The  truth  is  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  bad  weather   in   Italy,   but   the   crop  is 
progressing  all  right.     Holders  checked  the 
advances  of  buyers  on  the  strength  of  the  news 
from  Europe,  some  going  the  length  of  taking 
their  Silk  off  the  market.    There  has  been  a 
little  more  doing  in  Waste  Silk,  though  nothing 
compared  with  the  stock,  which  isstill  over  1 5,000 
piculs.   During  the  past  month  the  Tea  business 
has  been  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  more  trans- 
actions having  been   put  through  during  that 
period  than  ever  before  in  the  same  time,  in  fact 
nearly  one-half  of  the  expected  total  business  of 
the  season.    Prices  for  medium  and  lower  grade 
leaf  have  declined,  and  heavy  parcels  continue  to 
be  purchased.   Export  figures  to  May  31  amount 
to  over  three  million  pounds.    Exchange  has 
fluctuated  slightly  during  the  interval,  and  closes 
below  the  rates  of  a  week  ago. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  allied  Opposition  Parties  have  at  last 
been  able  to  carry  their  point.  Their  policy  of 
deferring  the  discussion  of  the  Radical  Party's 
Address  to  the  Throne  until  all  measures  of 
practical  importance — to  the  passage  of  which 
many  of  the  Independent  Provincial  members 
were  pledged— had  been  disposed  of  proved 
successful.  So  soon  as  the  Radical  Bills  and 
other  measures  of  special  interest  were  voted  by 
both  Houses  of  the  Diet,  these  members  or  at 
least  several  of  them,  apparently  thought  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  join  the  party  politicians  in 
their  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Cabinet.  Owing 
to  this  and  other  circumstances  not  yet  fully 
brought  to  light,  the  allied  factions  were  able 
on  Thursday  last,  to  pass,  by  a  small  majority, 
their  own  amendments  of  the  Address  originally 
introduced  by  the  Radicals.  In  the  shape  in  which 
the  measure  was  adopted,  it  bore  a  sufficiently 
close  resemblance  to  their  own  Address,  which 
had  been  rejected  by  the  House  in  the  beginning 
of  the  session.  How  this  latest  action  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  affect  the  political  situa- 
tion remains  to  be  seen.  The  metropolitan 
papers  have  not  yet  written  on  the  subject. 


m 

*  * 


tation  for  the  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties, 
and  declares  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come  for 
complete  freedom  of  the  press. 


•  * 


The  final  defeat  of  the  Bill  for  the  Amendment 
of  the  Newspaper  Regulations  in  the  House  of 
Peers  by  only  two  votes,  is  the  subject  of  endless 
lamentation  and  indignation  on  the  part  of  the 
papers.  For  some  weeks  these  journals  had  been 
loudly  clamouring  for  the  favourable  reception  of 
the  Bill  by  members  of  the  Upper  House.  They 
imagined  that  this  time  their  long  cherished 
desire  was  to  be  attained.  But  they  were  dis- 
appointed, and  are  now  vying  with  each  other 
in  finding  ugly  names  for  the  members  of  the 
Upper  House  who  voted  against  the  Bill. 
"Enemies  of  liberty"  and  "  Slaves  of  the  Go- 
vernment," are  among  the  commonest  epithets. 
The  Nippon  has  been  conspicuously  violent 
and  unrestrained  in  its  attacks  upon  the  Im- 
perial nominees.  The  latter  almost  to  a  man 
opposed  the  amendment  of  the  Regulations, 
and  their  presence  in  the  Upper  House  is 
declared  by  our  hot-headed  contemporary  to 
be  injurious  to  the  smooth  working  of  constitu- 
tional Government.  Among  the  Peers  singled 
out  for  public  condemnation,  the  most  con- 
spicuous are  Baron  Kikuchi,  Baron  Shika- 
zono,  Count  Ohara,  Viscount  Tanuma,  and 
Viscount  Torio.  The  last  mentioned  statesman 
is  included  in  the  list  because  he  absented 
himself  at  the  critical  moment.  Among  the 
Imperial  nominees,  Mr.  Miura  Yasushi,  Gover- 
nor of  Tokyo,  is  vehemently  decried.  Although 
from  a  public  point  of  view  the  continuance  of 
the  present  restraints  on  the  liberty  of  the  press 
seems  a  desirable  measure,  it  must  be  owned 
that  the  system  ia  liable  to  grave  abuses.  The 
metropolitan  papers  are  to  be  sympathized  with 
in  this  deferment  of  their  long  cherished  hope. 


The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  in  an  elaborate 
article,  traverses  the  arguments  advanced  by 
several  papers  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the 
power  of  suspension.  The  most  popular  of 
those  arguments  is  that  the  present  Regulations 
are  at  variance  with  Art.  XXIII.  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  states  that  "No  Japanese  subject 
shall  be  arrested,  detained,  tried,  or  punished, 
unless  according  to  law."  Suspension,  says  the 
Mainichi,  for  instance,  is  a  very  severe  form  of 
punishment,  for  it  subjects  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion to  the  loss  of  a  large  sum  of  money.  The 
Nichi  Nichi  replies  that  suspension  is  not  con- 
trary to  the  above  mentioned  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  for  the  guaranty  therein  pro- 
vided is  to  hold  good  within  the  limits  of 
law,  and  the  Newspaper  Regulations  are  no- 
thing more  or  less  than  a  law.  As  to  the 
contention  that  the  progress  which  journalism 
has  already  made  in  this  country  demands  the 
removal  of  all  restraints  upon  freedom  of  speech, 
the  allegation  is  called  in  serious  question  by  the 
Nichi  Nichi.  It  points  to  the  ludicrous  be- 
haviour of  the  majority  of  the  papers  in  con- 
nection with  the  Soma  affair  and  with  the  agi- 


Regarding  the  attack  on  Count  Inouye  and 
others,  the  Radical  Party  is  censured  by  the 
whole  press  of  the  capital.  It  is  singular  to 
find  papers  which  as  a  habit  vehemently  oppose 
the  Cabinet,  manifestiug  sympathy  with  a  pro- 
minent member  of  it.  We  need  not  dwell  fur- 
ther on  this  topic,  as  we  have  dealt  with  it  in 
special  articles. 

*  *  » 

The  insurrection  in  Korea  attracts  consider- 
able attention  is  Japan.  The  Japanese  papers 
fear  that  the  weakness  of  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment may  invite  the  interference  of  a  foreign 
Power.  They  consequently  urge  upon  the 
Japanese  Government  the  necessity  of  keeping 
a  keen  watch  over  the  course  of  events  in  the 
peninsular  Kingdom,  so  that  this  country  may 
not  be  forestalled  by  some  other  Powers  in 
coming  to  the  rescue  of  the  Soul  Government. 
We  will  briefly  notice  the  more  important  of  the 
articles  on  this  subject. 

m 

m  * 

The  Hochi  Shimbun,  remarks  that,  although 
the  avowed  object  of  the  insurgents  seems  to  be 
principally  to  "  remove  the  present  wicked 
Ministers  of  State,"  they  have  also  declared 
their  intention  of  clearing  their  country  of  the 
presence  of  Europeans  and  Japanese.  Con- 
sequently growth  of  the  trouble  may  lead 
to  serious  diplomatic  complications,  to  say 
nothing  of  dangers  attending  the'  life  and  pro- 
perty of  foreign  residents  in  the  peninsula. 
This  phase  of  the  matter  is  of  great  importance 
to  Japan.  It  is  Japan's  duty  as  well  as  interest, 
continues  our  contemporary,  to  protect  the  in- 
dependence and  promote  the  civilization  and 
prosperity  of  the  Korean  Kingdom,  and  she 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  prepared  at  any  mo- 
ment to  secure  that  country  against  whatever 
foreign  Power  may  attempt  to  imperil  its 
independence.  The  Hochi  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity of  criticising  the  past  policy  of  the 
Japanese  Government  toward  Korea.  "  The 
present  internal  trouble,"  it  says  in  conclusion, 
"is  no  doubt  a  great  misfortune,  but  so  far  as 
Japan  is  concerned,  she  may,  if  her  rulers  he 
true  to  their  trust,  not  only  be  capable  of  pro- 
tecting her  own  people  in  the  peninsula  but  she 
may  also  establish  a  firm  footing  there  and  add 
lustre  to  the  national  glory.  Everything,  how- 
ever, depends  upon  forestalling  China." 
# 


The  Jiyu  Shimbun  advises  the  Korean  Go- 
vernment to  use  promptitude  in  quelling  the 
rising.  That  the  insurgents  have  been  able  to 
muster  such  a  force,  and  win  a  measure  of  public 
confidence  must  be  ascribed,  says  the  Jiyu,  to 
the  fact  that  the  malpractices  of  the  officials  of 
the  present  Government  have  almost  entirely 
alienated  the  hearts  of  the  people.  The  Soul 
statesmen  are  reminded,  among  other  things,  of 
their  cruelties  to  the  remains  of  Kim  Ok-kyun 
and  to  the  latter's  relatives.  Unless  the  Korean 
Government  be  thoroughly  reformed,  the  fate  of 
the  present  dynasty  is  declared  to  be  doomed. 
"  We  have  no  intention,"  says  that  journal,  "  to 
take  any  unfair  advantage  of  Korea's  troubles  ; 
hut  should  her  Government  prove  incorrigible, 
the  public  indignation  of  the  Japanese  people 
would  know  how  to  vent  itself. 

*  * 
*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  as  usual  out-spoken  on 
the  subject.  Our  contemporary  thinks  that  the 
insurrection  in  itself  is  not  a  very  formidable 
affair.  But  the  helpless  weakness  of  the  Soul 
Cabinet  may  induce  some  ambitious  politician  to 
join  the  rebels,  and  in  that  event  the  trouble 
will  speedily  assume  quite  another  aspect,  for 
it  will  then  be  a  revolutionary  war.  Should  it 
end  merely  with  a  change  of  Government  or 
dynasty,  Japan  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
But  it  is  almost  certain,  says  our  contemporary, 
that,  when  the  existence  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment is  endangered,  a  foreign  Power  will  offer 
to  help  it  and  thus  interfere  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  peninsular  kingdom.  Such  an 
event  must  be  prevented  by  Japan  by  all 


means.  The  Japanese  Government  is  advised, 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  assist  the  Soul 
Cabinet  to  put  down  the  insurrection.  If 
Japan  does  not  place  sufficient  troops  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Korean  Government,  China  will 
certainly  do  so,  and  the  opportunity  for  Japan 
will  have  for  ever  gone  by.  If  it  be  unadvis- 
able  to  send  troops  to  Korea  without  communi- 
cating with  China,  the  Japanese  Government  is 
urged  to  effect  such  communication  and  unite 
with  China  in  quelling  the  trouble  in  Korea. 
But  the  Jiji's  opinion  seems  to  be  that  Japan 
should  not  wait  for  China's  cooperation  but  act 
in  this  matter  on  her  own  sole  responsibility. 
At  all  events,  some  troops  must  be  sent  to 
Korea,  if  it  were  only  to  protect  the  Japanese 
residents  there.  However,  these  measures  are 
to  be  taken  only  when  the  present  insurrection 
shall  have  assumed  more  dangerous  proportions. 
* 

The  Kokumin  Shimbun  writes  in  a  similar 
strain,  and  urges  the  Government  to  despatch 
a  large  force  to  Korea.  The  Tien-tsin  Conven- 
tion is  no  bar  to  such  a  procedure  on  Japan's 
part,  for,  in  our  contemporary's  opinion,  that 
treaty  only  requires  the  communication  of  such 
fact  to  China.  Whatever  Power  shall  first  send 
troops  will  be  able  to  maintain  her  position  in 
Korea.  The  time,  says  our  contemporary,  has 
at  last  came  for  the  solution  of  the  Eastern 
Question.    For  the  rest,  the  Kokumin  follows 

nearly  the  same  lines  as  the  Jiji. 

* 

The  question  of  Treaty  Revision  has  not  been 
suffered  to  lie  at  rest.  It  is  reported  by  some 
papers  that  negotiations  with  the  United  States, 
Germany,  and  England  are  going  on  very 
smoothly,  while  France  is  trying  to  throw  more 
or  less  obstacles  in  the  way.  It  is  also  rumour- 
ed that  Russia's  attitude  is  as  yet  uncertain. 
The  Jiji  Shimpo,  writing  on  this  subject,  ad- 
vises the  Government  to  persevere  in  the  task 
it  has  undertaken,  in  spite  of  any  obstruc- 
tion the  Opposition  parties  may  throw  in  its 
way.  Our  contemporary  seems  to  think  that 
the  undertaking  is  likely  to  be  crowned  with 
success.  The  politicians  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment know  quite  wtll  that  Japan  has  to 
make  large  concessions  in  order  to  recover 
her  judicial  and  tariff  autonomy  ;  but  they  op- 
pose whatever  programme  of  revision  elaborated 
by  the  Government,  simply  because  they  find 
in  this  question  a  very  convenient  instrument  to 
the  embairass  the  Authorities.  As  soon  as  the 
revised  treaties  shall  have  been  ratified  and  pro- 
mulgated, the  Government  is  advised  to  resign 
and  give  place  to  the  politicians  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. In  this  way  the  latter  will  be  furnished 
with  an  opportunity  to  taste  the  difficulties  of 
responsible  situations  and  it  will,  says  the  Jiji, 
become  for  the  first  time  possible  to  carry  out 
constitutional  Government  in  a  smooth  and 
peaceful  manner. 


*  * 


The  appearance  of  the  pest  in  Hongkong  has 
excited  much  attention  in  this  country.  The 
papers  urge  upon  the  authorities  to  take  prompt 
and  full  measures  for  the  prevention  of  the 

dangerous  disease. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE   KOBE  BARRISTERS'  ANTI  FOREIGN  LEAGUE. 

According  to  a  recent  telegram  from  Kobe  to 
the  Nippon,  the  Japanese  barristers  of  that  port 
held  a  meeting'  on  the  13th  instant,  on  which 
occasion  a  resolution  was  passed  to  the  effect 
that  "perceiving  the  conduct  of  foreign  re- 
sidents to  be  at  variance  with  the  laws  of 
Japan,  and  that  the  provisions  of  the  Treaties 
were  either  frequently  ignored  or  else  given  a 
special  signification,"  they,  the  barristers  pre- 
sent, "solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  form  a 
close  league  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  actua 
facts  and  devise  measures  for  the  remedying  of 
the  evil  with  the  view  of  asserting  an  unflinch- 
ing policy  toward  all  foreigners."  Commenting 
editorially  upon  this  meeting,  the  Nippon .re- 
marks that  Kobe  is  the  place  of  all  others  where 
foreign  disregard  of  Japanese  rights  is  most  no- 
torious.   Consular  jurisdiction  flourishes  there 
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side  by  side  with  mixed  residence,  so  it  is  only 
natural  that  the  people  of  that  port  should  be 
far  more  sensible  of  foreign  aggression  than  the 
inhabitants  of  other  towns.  It  is  at  all  events 
quite  evident  that  the  local  barristers  have  fully 
comprehended  the  urgent  necessity  for  strict 
enforcement  of  the  treaties  and  have  decided 
to  endorse  this  policy  from  the  standpoint  of 
their  own  practical  experience,  irrespective  of 
party  politics.  That  they  are  alive  to  the  in- 
jurious effects  of  foreign  aggression,  is  amply 
proved  by  the  resolution  they  have  taken  at  this 
juncture;  and  this  action  of  the  Kobe  banis- 
ters, concludes  our  contemporary,  is  incontro- 
vertible testimony  in  behalf  of  the  strict  enforce- 
ment policy,  which  is  no  mere  empty  talk  but 
based  on  actual  facts  and  the  requirements  of 
the  present.  A  similar  course  should  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  barristers  of  Tokyo.  But  we  {Japan 
Mail)  trust  that  wiser  counsels  will  prevail  in 
the  metropolis.  Such  leagues  cannot  possibly 
forward  the  revision  of  the  treaties.  They  serve 
only  to  rouse  the  latent  anti-foreign  sentiment 
that  such  demagogues  as  Oi  Kentaro  are  ever 
eager  to  blow  into  flame. 

THE  JAPAN  SOCIETY. 

The  Japan  Society  has  now  535  members,  of 
whom  18  are  honorary  and  97  corresponding. 
Among  the  honorary  members  have  just  been 
included  the  names  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Piggott,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Council  since  January,  1892, 
who  has  proceeded  to  Mauritius  to  take  up  his 
appointmentas  Procureur-G£n£ral,  and  Mr.  Dai- 
goro  Go,  Joint  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
who  has  been  transferred  to  another  post  from 
that  of  Chancellor  of  the  Japanese  Consulate- 
General  in  London.  The  Society's  third  annual 
dinner  was  to  take  place  on  May  21st  in  the 
Whitehall  Rooms  of  the  H6tel  M6tropole. 
Every  guest  was  promised  a  model  of  a  Japan- 
ese animal  made  at  Asakusa  and  imported  for 
the  occasion,  a  menu  card  of  Japanese  design, 
prepared  by  a  Tokyo  artist  and  painted  in 
colours  in  Japan,  and  a  name  card  specially 
painted  by  a  Tokyo  artist.  There  were  250 
members  and  guests  at  the  second  annual 
dinner,  and  doubtless  the  third  was  at  least 
equally  successful.  We  note  that  at  the  14th 
ordinary  meeting,  held  on  the  30th  of  April,  the 
Venerable  Archdeacon  Shaw  was  to  read  a  paper 
on  "  Aspects  of  social  life  in  modern  Japan." 

KIM   OK-KYUN's  AUTOGRAPHS. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  late  Korean 
refugee  was  a  caligrapher  of  a  very  high  order. 
Even  during  his  life-time,  ornate  specimens  of 
his  penmanship  commanded  a  high  price,  as 
much  as  five  and  even  ten  yen  being  paid  for 
scrolls  containing  a  half  dozen  Chinese  ideo- 
graphs written  in  that  bold  and  free  style  so 
much  admired  by  the  Japanese.  Kim  was 
very  proud  of  his  skill,  and  rarely  wrote 
for  profit,  unless  very  hard  pinched  indeed. 
Now  that  he  is  dead,  autographs  of  his  are  said 
to  command  a  fabulous  price,  one  hundred  yen 
having  recently  been  paid  for  a  scroll  containing 
twelve  characters  only.  Letters  written  by  him 
are  also  eagerly  sought  for  and  are  generally 
mounted  on  silk  by  the  fortunate  possessors. 
For  even  in  his  private  correspondence  Kim 
wrote  with  a  quaint  stateliness  and  precision 
quite  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  wholly  at  variance 
with  his  own  impetuous,  adventurous  spirit. 
His  intimate  friends  in  Tokyo  have  been  im- 
portuned for  even  a  scrap  of  his  writing,  while 
some  of  the  old  brushes  used  by  him  shortly 
before  setting  out  on  his  last  journey  have  been 
most  carefully  preserved  and  are  to  be  divided 
up  among  those  who  claimed  closest  friendship. 
Kim  was  an  excellent  Chinese  scholar,  and 
more  at  home  in  the  complex  ideographs  of 
that  country  than  when  writing  the  abbreviated 
syllabary  of  Japan.  Some  ardent  epistles 
written  in  kana  and  directed  to  a  widow  lady 
to  whom  he  was  once  greatly  attached,  are 
extant  and  said  to  be  most  amusing  reading,  as 
Kim  was,  at  the  time,  but  slightly  acquainted 
with  Japanese. 

SMUGGLING  AT  THE  KOBE  CUSTOM  HOUSE, 

Strict  investigations  are  now  being  made,  says 
the  Niroku  Shimbun,  into  a  case  of  smuggling 


that  recently  became  known  in  Osaka.  The 
illegal  traffic  is  alleged  to  have  connection  piin- 
cipally  with  the  Korean  trade,  the  offended 
being  a  pseudo  joint-stock  firm  known  as  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Gumi.  The  company  was  esta- 
blished in  September  of  last  year  by  three  Osaka 
merchants  and  an  ex-clerk  of  the  Kobe  Custom 
House,  and  now  certain  officials  of  the  Kobe 
Customs  as  well  as  n  number  of  employes  of 
the  Osaka  Steamship  Company  are  said  to  be 
implicated.  Copper  plates  were  shipped  to 
Korea  under  the  style  of  raw  material,  the  duty 
payable  being  thus  greatly  reduced,  while  a 
number  of  other  illegitimate  invoices  were  made 
serviceable  in  like  manner.  So  far  as  the  in- 
vestigations have  at  present  gone,  a  total  de- 
falcation of  more  than  seven  thousand  yen  has 
been  discovered  at  the  Kobe  Custom  House 
alone,  but  it  is  believed  that  a  further  exami- 
nation into  the  business  methods  of  the  Osaka 
Branch  and  the  books  of  this  smuggling  firm, 
will  reveal  the  avoidance  of  a  far  larger  amount 
of  duty.  Detectives  have  been  despatched  to 
Fusan  and  Jinsan  in  order  to  work  the  case  up. 
The  Korea-Japanese  Trading  Company  of 
Osaka  is  greatly  incensed  against  the  Steam- 
ship Company  of  that  city,  going  so  far  as  even 
to  refuse  to  ship  any  more  of  their  goods  in  any 
vessels  of  that  line,  albeit  the  Directors  of  the 
Company  appear  wholly  ignorant  of  what  has  oc- 
curred on  their  vessel.  The  discovery  of  these 
extensive  evasions  of  the  Customs  dues  is  said  to 
be  owing  to  the  dismissal  of  several  clerks  of  the 
smuggling  firm,  who,  enraged  at  being  deprived 
of  a  chance  to  share  in  the  spoils,  made  dam- 
aging admissions  to  the  certain  officials  of  the 
Kobe  Customs  service.  The  matter  certainly 
deserves  to  be  well  sifted,  for  crimes  of  this  de- 
scription are  not  in  the  best  of  keeping  with 
the  demand  for  tariff  autonomy. 

THE  YOKOHAMA  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Yesterday  the  House  of  Representatives  threw 
out  the  appropriation  sought  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  Yoko- 
hama Harbour  Works.  No  one  raised  any 
question  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  works,  and 
Mr.  Furuichi,  Chief  of  the  Engineering  Bureau 
in  the  Home  Department,  declared  that  to 
suspend  works  of  such  a  character  meant 
virtually  to  abandon  them,  since  they  could  not 
be  protected  against  the  action  of  the  waves. 
Nevertheless,  the  Radical  Parly  again  set  up 
Mr.  Saito  Keiji — who  distinguished  himself  a 
few  days  ago  by  ventilating  a  number  of  long 
exploded  scandals  against  Counts  Inouye  and 
Yamagata  and  Viscount  Torio— to  repeat  all 
the  silly  rumours  about  irregularities  connect- 
ed with  the  works,  not  excluding  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Ayame,  a  steam-dredger.  Ap- 
parently the  House  believed  Mr.  Saito's  canards, 
for  it  withheld  the  grant.  How  things  will 
fare  with  the  works,  we  do  not  understand. 


THE  YAEYAMA  ISLANDS. 

Somewhat  more  than  two  hundred  nautical 
miles  to  the  south  of  the  main  island  of  Oki- 
nawa, is  the  insular  group  known  as  Vaeyama- 
jima.  The  two  largest  islands  of  this  little 
archipelago  measure  22  ft  (one  ri  =»  2.44  miles) 
in  circumference,  while  there  are  several  others 
of  less  size.  The  climate  is  tropical  and  the 
vegetation  luxuriant ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
lack  of  proper  roadways  and  the  irregularity  of 
communication  with  the  adjacent  islands,  the 
people  are  in  a  singularly  undeveloped  condi- 
tion, in  fact,  hardly  beyond  the  primitive  state. 
The  reason  of  the  comparative  isolation  of  this 
group  is  alleged  to  be  a  very  enervating  endemic 
malaria.  Not  only  has  this  materially  arrested 
any  increase  in  the  population,  but  it  is  even 
said  to  have  reduced  the  total  number  of  in- 
habitants by  nearly  two-thirds.  In  1760  a 
census  of  21,798  was  recorded,  and  this  despite 
the  occurrence  in  the  previous  year  of  a  furious 
typhoon  in  which  some  ten  thousand  of  the 
islanders  had  perished.  In  1870,  the  census 
returns  showed  only  a  little  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand people  on  the  islands;  those  of  1892  ex- 
hibited an  increase  of  some  three  thousand, 
How  fearful  the  virulence  of  the  local  malaria 
is,  may  be  seen  from  the  returns  of  1892,  which 
show  that  nearly  ten  per  cent,  of  the  total  popu- 


lation were  affected  by  the  disease.  A  corre- 
spondent of  the  Nippon  greatly  regrets  the 
unhealthy  nature  of  the  islands,  for,  as  he 
points  out,  the  group  is  of  great  stralegic  im- 
portance, being  separated  from  Formosa  by 
only  a  narrow  strait.  The  natural  resources 
of  the  islands,  it  appears,  are  peculiarly  rich, 
immense  coal-beds  being  found  in  several 
places.  The  Nippon's  correspondent  urges 
the  importance  of  taking  the  necessary  sanitary 
measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  health 
of  the  islanders,  as  under  more  favourable  condi- 
tions there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  archipelago 
could  be  profitably  developed. 

NEMESIS. 

A  Tokyo  contemporary  relates  the  following 
amusing  story  : — Near  Shiba  Park  is  the  re- 
sidence of  a  certain  Viscount  who  is  notorious 
for  his  miserly  habits.  So  penurious  is  he 
that  his  brother  peers  as  well  as  the  former  re- 
tainers of  his  clan  have  gradually  become  alien- 
ated and  altogether  ceased  to  call  upon  him. 
But  this  did  not  in  the  least  vex  the  money- 
loving  noble,  who  reflected  with  gratification 
that  he  was  thus  spared  the  expense  of  having 
to  give  dinners  or  otherwise  entertain  his  guests. 
Yet  a  just  punishment  has  recently  overtaken 
him,  entailing  upon  him  that  which  he  views 
with  absolute  horror — a  serious  loss.  Some 
years  ago  the  Dowager  Viscountess  departed  this 
life,  and  her  son  had  even  then  so  far  succeeded 
in  estranging  his  old  intimates  that  the  funeral 
procession  was  of  the  scantiest  description,  only 
her  one-time  vassals  following  the  coffin  to  the 
cemetery.  Thereare, however, ceremonies  which 
cannot  be  omitted  even  by  the  meanest  peer: 
observances  enforced  by  custom,  and  often  of 
a  very  costly  nature.  The  13th  instant  was  the 
anniversary  of  the  founder  of  the  Viscount's 
family,  an  occasion  which  could  by  no  means 
be  left  without  celebration,  and  so  invitations 
were  perforce  sent  out  to  the  former  clansmen. 
Out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  founder, 
the  one-time  retainers  resolved  to  send  two  re- 
presentatives, who  were  to  attend  the  ceremonies 
observed  and  make  suitable  offerings  before 
the  ancestral  cenotaph.  The  occasion  being 
one  of  special  significance,  the  two  represen- 
tatives were  requested  to  stay  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  ceremonies,  whereupon  a  very  poor  meal 
was  served  them,  though  not  better  than  that 
of  which  the  Viscount  himself  partook.  A 
special  silver  wine-cup  of  large  size  was  then 
brought  out,  and  in  accordance  with  Japanese 
custom,  the  peer  quaffed  a  portion  of  the 
contents,  handing  it  then  to  one  of  the  two 
old  retainers.  The  recipient  gave  a  knowing 
wink  to  his  comrade  as  he  sipped  at  the 
cup.  So  soon  as  the  other  vassal  had  drained 
the  vessel,  he  and  his  confederate  made  a 
profound  obeisance,  saying  that  they  were 
deeply  grateful  to  his  lordship  for  giving  them 
so  beautiful  a  cup,  which  they  and  their 
fellow-vassals  would  preserve  in  grateful  re- 
membrance of  their  former  master's  bounty. 
With  these  words  they  arose  and  immediately  left, 
the  Viscount  being  speechless  with  amazement. 
On  the  following  day  the  nobleman's  steward 
called  on  the  two  wily  ex-vassals  and  requested 
them  to  return  the  cup,  alleging  that  it  was 
part  of  the  dowry  of  the  Viscountess  and  could 
not  therefore  be  given  away.  But  this  plea 
the  two  old  samurai  would  not  listen  too,  stoutly 
protesting  that  his  lordship  had  actually  given 
it  to  them  as  representatives  of  the  whole  clan, 
and  that  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  hand 
it  to  their  comrades.  The  steward  could  make 
no  reply  to  this  and  returned  without  the  cup, 
which  is  valued  at  130 

"  A  THOUSAND  ESSAYISTS." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Hakubun-kwan 
is  far  and  away  the  most  progressive  and  open- 
handed  of  Japanese  publishing-houses.  It  pays 
the  highest  prices  for  MS.,  knows  what  books 
will  meet  with  public  approval,  and  brings  out  a 
new  volume  nearly  every  day  in  the  year,  besides 
directly  publishing,  editing,  and  managing  no 
lessthan  thirteen  magazines,  one  of  which  alone, 
the  Yonen  Zasshi,  has  an  actual  circulation  of 
over  forty  thousand.  It  is  not  only  owing  to  the 
comparatively  enormous  sale  of  these  high-class 
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periodicals  that  they  are  sold  at  very  low  figures  ; 
the  Yonen  Zasshi,  for  example,  has  some  of  the 
best  reputed  litterateurs  of  the  country  on  its 
list  of  contributors,  and  yet  sells  at  only  three 
sen  per  copy ;  it  is  rather  attributable  to  the 
enlightened  policy  of  the  firm  and  its  adept 
managers,  who  seek  in  every  way  to  foster  the 
growth  of  and  taste  for  literature  of  the  best 
class.  Their  efforts  are  attended  with  deserved 
and  invariable  success.  One  of  the  latest 
publications  of  this  enterprising  firm  gives  an 
insight  into  its  working  methods  and  broad 
views.  The  book  is  entitled  Sen  Nin  Bunsho, 
or  "  The  Essays  of  One  Thousand  Men."  Some 
months  ago  the  Hakubun-kwan  announced  that 
they  would  publish  a  volume  containing  one 
thousand  of  the  best  essays  sent  in  during  a 
certain  specified  time.  Each  essay  was  to  be 
not  longer  than  250  ideographs,  including  kana. 
Twenty  themes  were  given  out,  yet  the  essay- 
writer  might  choose  any  theme  that  pleased  him. 
No  less  than  ten  thousand  competed  for  the 
hunour — by  no  means  an  empty  one,  for  three 
hundred  prizes  were  to  be  awarded — of  being 
included  among  the  chosen  thousand.  The 
first  prize,  of  forty  yen,  was  taken  by  an  essay 
written  in  Classic  Chinese  style;  the  second 
prize  went  to  ayoung  writerwho  wrote  in  modern 
Sinico-Japanese ;  while  the  majority  of  those 
who  got  third  and  fourth  prizes, took  the  language 
of  the  older  monogaiari,  such  as  the  Genji  and 
Heike,  for  their  model.  The  money  prizes 
amounted  to  several  hundred  yen,  while  there 
were  nearly  two  hundred  volumes  of  "Educa- 
tional Encyclopaedias  "  and  other  scholarly 
works  awarded  to  successful  competitors.  The 
Hakubun-kwan  is  doing  a  grand  work  if  it  can 
improve  the  literary  excellence  of  and  give 
fresh  impulse  to  the  study  of  the  Japanese 
language.  Such  high-class  competitive  essay- 
writing  is  just  what  is  most  needed. 


JAPANESE  AUTHORS  AND  THEIR  RECENT  WORKS. 

Since  the  publication  of  his  compendious  "Dic- 
tionary of  Names  and  Places,"  Bimyosai,  one  of 
the  most  popular  as  well  as  skilful  writers  of  the 
day,  has  been  engaged  in  recasting  several  of 
the  older  well-known  dramas,  most  of  which 
stand  sadly  in  need  of  revision.    As  a  rule,  the 
Japanese  drama  is  too  realistic — a   point  in 
which  it  errs  in  company  with  Chinese  plays 
and  the  unities  are  not  always  properly  ob- 
served.   This  Bimyosai  has  made  it  his  task  to 
correct,  as  far  as  possible.     He  will  shortly 
publish  a  series  of  commentaries  on  the  best 
works  of  the  famous  dramatists  Monza,  Monryu, 
and  Kaimon.     These  commentaries  are  to  be 
brought  out  by  the  Hakubun  Kwan,  and  the 
first  volume  is  to  appear  next  month.  Zank 
wa,  another  writer  of  biographical  fame,  has 
been   publishing  in  the  Mainichi  Shimbun, 
since  the  first  of  this  year  a  notable  series  of 
essays  entitled,  Tokugawa  Bushi  Meitnei  Den, 
or  "  The  Lives  of   famous  Samurai  of  the 
Tokugawa  Era."    He  is  also  editing  at  present 
a  work  called  Sanbyaku  shoko,  or  "  Biographi 
cal  Sketches  of  Three  hundred  Feudal  Lords" 
who  flourished  in  the  same  era.    This  work  is 
under  the  cegis  of  the  Hakubun  Kwan  and  will 
ft'l  a  dozen  volumes  when  completed.  By-the- 
by,  Zankwa  himself  is  included  among  the 
eighteen  hundred  cavaliers  of  the  Tokugawa 
regime.    That  versatile  reporter  of  the  Hochi 
Shimbun,  Reishi,  is  winning  golden  opinions 
by  his  articles  under  the  caption  of  Yuki  no 
Saikyo,  "  Snow-scenes  in  Kyoto."    He  was  sent 
thither  to  write  up  the  funeral  ceremony  of 
the   Gennyo    Shonin,  and  these  articles  are 
the  result  of  his  mission.    Reisui  affects  the 
Chinese    style,    but   his    language   is  none 
the   less    graceful    and   his   phrases  fluent. 
Koyo,  one  of  the  most  popular  novelists  of  the 
day,  has  just  completed  his  Murasaki,  "  Miss 
Purple,"  which  has  been  appearing  as  a  serial 
story.    His  preceding  book,  Tonari  no  Mu- 
sume,  "  The  Girl  Next  Door,"  met  with  great 
favour.    Both  of  these  novels  are  written  in  a 
familiar  conversational  style  very  different  from 
the  earlier  productions  of  his  pen.    It  is  said, 
however,  that  he  himself  disapproves  of  this 
lighter  tone  and  will  in  future  resume  his  former 
more  elaborate  style.    The  works  of  Namiroku 


never  fail  to  command  the  attention  of  the  read- 
ing public.  Among  his  chief  efforts  are  Fukami, 
JiiZa,  and  Hegeno  Ikyii,  but  his  masterpiece  is 
undoubtedly  Mikazuki,  a  really  delightful  book. 
He  is  now  the  leading/euilletonist  of  the  Tokyo 
Asahi  Shimbun,  in  which  paper  a  sequel  to  Mi- 
kazuki is  at  present  being  published.  Japanese 
novel-readers  invariably  give  the  palm  to  this 
writer,  whose  style  is  free  from  those  immoral 
tendencies  that  so  mar  the  work  of  second- 
rate  men.     A  writer  of  a  very  different  style 
is  Otsuki   Takashi,    the   well-known  author 
of   Michi  to   Hito,  "Duty  and  Man."  He 
is  also  the  author  of  one  of  the  best  critical 
essays  that  have  appeared  in  the  Meiji  era, 
the  Bungaku    no    Chowa  or   "  Harmony  of 
Literature."    Otsuki's  complaint  is  that  men  of 
to-day  are  not  taught  the  true  value  of  books  ; 
he  holds  that  their  thoughts  wander  too  much 
in  other  directions,  and  that  they  thus  lose  one 
of  the  chief  pleasures  in  life.    His  self-imposed 
task  is  to  remedy  this  evil  and  make  the  litera- 
ture of  to-day  consistent  with  and  attractive  to 
the  work-a-day  world.  Aiba  Kwoson,  the  ardent 
admirer  of  Dickens  and  skilful  translator  of 
'  A  Christmas  Carol,"  has  just  published,  under 
the  style  of  Arima-fude,  a  collection  of  three 
of  his  best   tales  that  had  appeared  in  the 
Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun.  These  tales  are  Niwoi- 
hoshu,  Omuishi,  and  Fuku-jizai.    The  first 
tells    of    the   unexpected    and    wholly  joyful 
6union  of  a  scattered  family,  and  points  a 
moral  in  the  indissoluble  tie  between  parentand 
child  ;  the  second  is  an  ironical  sketch,  writ- 
ten in    Aiba's  happiest   vein,    tne  last   is  a 
rather  theatrical  romance,  hardly  in  keeping 
with  his  fame.     Aiba  has   been  called  the 
Dickens  of  Japan,  and  the  magazine  he  for- 
merly published,  Mura-lake,  was  unique  in  its 
way.     Latterly  he  appears  to  have  become 
slightly  careless  and  his  present  style  is  rather 
loose  than  severely  correct.    Ningetsu,  the  poet 
and  critic,  is  now  staying  at  Kanazawa  in  Kaga. 
He  sent  recently  an  essay  to  Prof.  Tsubouchi's 
high-class  literary  magazine,  the  Waseda  Bun- 
gaku.   The  subject  treated  is  "Alliteration  in 
Japanese  Poesy,"  the  writer  claiming  that  Japan- 
ese poems  of  ancient  times  have  more  alliterative 
instances  than  the  poetry  of  any  other  language. 
This  masterly  written  essay  is  enriched  with  copi- 
ous illustrations  in  confirmation  of  his  theory, 
most  of  the  quotations  being  made  from  the 
poems  of  Basho.  The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  is  offer- 
ing a  number  of  valuable  prizes  for  the  best 
novels  and  plays  sent  in  within  a  stated  period. 
So  far  only  twenty  writers  have  entered  the  lists 
and  from  report  nothing  of  any  unusual  value 
has  yet  come  forth.    The  majority  have  chosen 
as  their  themes  incidents  in  the  lives  of  well- 
known  heroes,  or  narratives  of  the  unswerving 
loyalty  of  retainers  in  past  times.  First-class 
men   seem   to  have  been  rather  reluctant  to 
answer  the  Fomiuri's  call. 


afterwards  ate  them.  The  Japanese  who  met 
his  death  in  this  unnatural  fashion,  was  named 
Arinaga  Ninzo.  One  paper  says  that  the  Ger- 
man trader  and  his  Japanese  employe"  were 
murdered  but  not  eaten,  their  flesh  being 
esteemed  too  sour  for  "home  consumption." 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  latter  report  is  true. 
At  all  events  the  Captain  of  the  Minatogawa 
Maru  reported  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  island,  and  then  set  sail  for 
Japan. 

PRODUCTION    OF   GOLD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  take  this  from  an  American  journal : — 

Director  Preston  of  the  Mint  Bureau  has  completed 
his  final  figures  on  the  gold  production  of  the  United 
Siates  during  the  calendar  year,  1893.  The  total  pro- 
duction is  given  the  value  of  $39,950,000,  which  is  an 
increase  of  73,455  ounces,  representing  $1,158,423. 
The  following  table  shows  the  production  in  fine 
ounces  for  the  calendar  year  by  States,  with  the  in- 
crease or  decrease  as  compared  with  the  year  1892  : 
For  Stats.  Amount.       Incr'se.  Decr'se. 

Alaska   S  48,863   —   %  3,403 

Arizona   57»»86  $    $ai   — 

California   584  370   —    33,796 

Colorado    364>°9»   96i07*   — 


CANNIBALISM   IN  THE  SOUTH  PACIFIC. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  these 
columns  to  certain  murders  of  a  revolting  na 
ture,  which,  according  to  the  vernacular  press, 
have  been  perpetrated  by  the  savages  of  New 
Ireland.  There  were,  it  will  be  remembered, 
three  victims:  a  German,  a  Japanese,  and  : 
native  of  the  island.  It  appears  that  the  Mina 
togawa  Maru,  owned  by  Mr.  Nonaka  Hansuke, 
of  Koamicho,  Nihonbashi  District,  left  for  the 
South  Sea  Islands  some  months  ago,  taking 
cargo  of  miscellaneous  wares  for  the  purpose  of 
bartering  with  the  natives.  This  vessel  re- 
lumed to  Yokohama  on  the  21st  instant.  The 
captain  reports  that  while  staying  among 
the  islands,  three  of  the  crew,  with  his  consent, 
were  taken  into  the  employ  of  a  local  Ger- 
man trader.  About  a  month  before  the  vessel 
left,  the  German  started,  in  company  with  one 
of  his  Japanese  employes,  for  a  certain  inland 
hamlet  at  a  distance  of  several  miles  from  the 
place  in  which  his  store  was.  The  natives  were 
all  eager  for  barter,  but  the  things  they  pro- 
duced not  being  thought  of  sufficient  value,  the 
traders  refused  to  make  terms  with  them.  This 
fact  greatly  provoked  the  simple-minded  is- 
landers, who  finally,  emboldened  by  their  num- 
bers, rushed  on  the  little  party,  murdered  and 


119. 


39.413. 


Georgia   4.°73- 

Michigan    3,033. 

Montana    J7a.73i. 

Nevada,   4<>j396" 

New  Mexico   44,179.. 

North  Carolina   3.S93-. 

Oregon    76>543-- 

South  Carolina    S-598-- 

South  Dakota    193,76'   4>°43-. 

Utah   4J.»93   9.357-. 

Washington   i°>744   "i  •■ 

All  other  States   7»6 


7.733-. 

30.. 
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29.654 
33,329 
1,307 


7.337 


The  value  of  the  gold  in  any  case  may  be  found  by 
multiplying  the  number  of  ounces  by  20.67. 

These  figures  are  about  $1,000,000  less  than  the 
aggregated  values  reported  by  the  agents  of  the 
bureau,  for  the  reason  that  it  has  been  unable  to  trace 
the  full  amount  reported  to  the  refineries  and  mints. 
The  director  states  that  his  estimates  are  certainly  not 
in  excess  of  the  actual  production. 

DRUGGING  IN  TRAINS. 

Several  cases  have  of  late  occurred  where 
passengers  by  rail  have  been  drugged  and 
robbed.  The  narcotic  or  suporific  is  generally 
concealed  in  an  unsuspicious-looking  cigarette 
or  cake,  so  impregnated  with  the  drug  that  a 
few  whiffs  or  mouthfuls  are  sufficient  to  produce 
a  heavy  sleep.  The  metropolitan  press  cite  a 
number  of  instances  of  people  being  put  off 
their  guard  and  robbed  in  this  fashion,  and 
warn  all  against  kindly-behaved  strangers  who 
are  over-generous  in  the  matter  of  tobacco  or 
sweetmeats. 

THE  INDUSTRIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

"  A  bulletin  recently  issued  by  the  Census 
Office,"  says  Bradstreet's,  "  gives  statistics  for 
the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries 
of  the  United  States  which  reported  products 
valued  at  $30,000,000  or  over  during  the  census 
year  ending  May  31,  1890.  The  statistics  col- 
lated in  the  bulletin  show  that  there  were  287,501 
establishments  reported  for  the  sixty-seven  in- 
dustries presented,  or  80.89  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  establishments  in  the  United  States. 
These  establishments  show  $5,249,139,842  of 
capital  invested,  or  80.45  Per  cent-  of  t,le 
total  capital  for  all  classes  of  industry.  They 
also  report  3,730,557  employes,  receiving 
$1,811,186,882  wages,  or  79.17  per  cent,  of 
the  employes  and  79.34  per  cent,  of  the  wages 
for  all  industries.  The  cost  of  materials  used 
was  $4,373,402,066,  or  82.84  per  cent,  of  the 
total  materials  for  all  industries.  The  value  of 
product  was  $7,618,836,200,  which  was  8131 
per  cent,  of  the  total  product  of  manufactures 
in  1890."  1  

MINNIE  HAUK'S  CONCERT. 

It  is  announced  in  the  advertising  columns  of 
the  Japan  Daily  Mail  that  a  grand  concert 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next.  The 
prima  donna  will  be  assisted  by  amateurs,  and 
though  the  programme  has  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted in  detail,  we  are  in  a  position  to  state  that 
it  will  be  a  vocal  parure  of  the  very  first  order  in 
a  setting  of  high-class  instrumental  music.  As 
a  matter  of  course,  as  the  creator  of  the  part  of 
Carmen,  Minnie  Hauk  will  give  selections  from 
the  opera  of  that  name ;  and  as  a  friend  and 
admirer  of  the  late  Richard  Wagner,  and  a  bril- 
liant exponent  of  the  maeslro's  compositions, 
selections  from  "  Lohengrin  "  will  be  included 


J 


une  2, 


1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


653 


in  llie  bill.  There  are  few  small  communities 
that  contain  mote  nationalities  than  that  of 
Yokohama,  but  the  mixed  audience  that  will  fill 
the  Public  Hall  on  Wednesday  next  will  be 
well  provided  for  in  the  matter  of  music  in  their 
own  language,  for  the  reason  that  Minnie  I  I. ink 
can  warble  in  English,  German,  French,  Italian, 
and  Spanish. 

THK   FERRIS  SEMINARY. 

Thk.  English  Exhibition  of  the  pupils  of  the 
Ferris  Seminary,  No.  178,  Bluff,  Yokohama, 
given  at  Van  Schaick  Hall  last  night,  was  a  great 
success.  A  large  number  of  guests  were  pre- 
sent, the  majority  being  foreign  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, who  appeared  deeply  interested  in  the 
work  of  this  important  educational  establish- 
ment. As  on  previous  occasions,  the  pro- 
ceedings were  somewhat  lengthy,  but  all  the 
items  in  the  programme  were  given  in  excellent 
style.  Much  improvement  is  to  be  noticed  in 
English  composition,  while  the  musical  percep- 
tions of  the  more  advanced  girls  reflect  great 
credit  upon  their  instructress.  The  most  de- 
lightful of  all  the  musical  items  was  the  motion 
glee,  "  Flower  Song,"  which  was  given  by  six 
girls,  each  holding  a  flower  garland  in  her  hand 
with  which  she  accompanied  the  music  ;  this 
proved  a  very  delightful  surprise  to  the  audience. 


THE  DEADLY 

Japan  Gazette. 
May  26th,  1894. 
We  specified  which  of 
Mr.  Shimada's  utter- 
ances we  should  be  re- 
sponsible for.  It  certain- 
ly was  not  the  laughable 
charge  that  the  "  Mail  " 
had  ever  accused  the 
Opposition  of  being  anti- 
foreign.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  took  great  pains 
to  argue  that  things 
•were  not  -what  they 
seemed — its  usual  rdle. 


PARALLEL. 

Japan  Gazette. 
May  31st,  1894. 

(After  quoting  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Japan 
Mail  of  January  5th, 
1894). 

If  Mr.  Shimada  read 
this,  was  he  very  far 
wrong  in  asseverating 
that  the  "Mail"  repre 
sented  the  advocates  of 
Treaty  Enforcement  as 
being  desirous  of  driving 
out  the  foreigners  ?  We 
humbly  confess  that  is 
the  conclusion  we  should 
form  after  its  perusal, 
were  it  not  that  we 
could  quote  many  paral- 
lel passages  condemning 
these  contentious.  Mr. 
Shimada  was  indeed 
amply  justified. 


close  of  last  year  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and 
especially  with  the  Buddha  Gaya  movement, 
seems  to  have  been  greatly  pleased  with  the 
reception  given  to  him  here  and  with  the  enthu- 
siasm displayed  by  the  priests  and  the  people. 
He  has  an  article  on  the  subject  in  the  journal 
of  the  Maha-Bodhi  Society,  in  which  lie  says 
that  during  the  month  and  a  half  spent  by  him 
in  Japan,  he  felt  himself  "  breathing  in  an 
atmosphere  of  love." 


PONY  SALE. 

Fairly  good  prices  were  realized  by  Mr.  Jno. 
W.  Hall  at  his  sale  of  Race  ponies  on  Monday 
afternoon.  Amber  fetched  $50,  Romolo  $40, 
Boniface  $52,  Bluebeard  $31,  Varuna  $85, 
Champion  $59,  Olympia  $40,  Oceanic  $27, 
Lally  $70,  Moh-stotz  $74,  Zephyr  $72,  Un 
Russe  $8o,  Time  $65,  Tornado  $60,  Tartar 
$52,  Timothy  $42,  Tide  $21,  Tim  $40,  Monte- 
zuma $86,  St.  Emilion  $24,  Sapphire  $21,  Agate 
$65,  Galopin  $45,  Topaz  $31,  and  Emerald 
$55.  Merrylegs  was  bought  in  for  $125  and 
Pioneer  for  $185,  while  Renzo,  Tom,  and  Gae- 
lic were  withdrawn.  Merino  was  sold  privately. 
A  lot  of  saddles,  bridles,  carriages,  and  horse 
clothing  was  then  offered. 


COAL. 

The  Nippon  gives  statistics  about  the  produc- 
tion of  coal  last  year  in  Japan  exclusive  of 
Hokkaido : — 

Catties. 

fChiktizen   1,876,711,504 

FuWuoka  Prefecture  <  Chikugo    1,005,003,762 

(Bungo  ,;   650,644,103 

Saga  Piefeclme     421,552,646 

Nagasaki  Prefcctui  e   761,406,839 

Kumamoto  Prefecture   81,875,887 

Okinawa  Prefecture    669,290 

Yatriaguchi  Prefecture   217,331,739 

Total   ,   5,210,195,770 


TO  A   FA1RE   LADYE  S  SLIPPER; 

Daintie  little  slippei  % 
Daintie  little  feet 
Threading  mazy  waltzes 
While  llie  music  sweet 
Weaves  its  glamour  o'er  her 
Of  voluptuous  sound, 
Guides  her  gliding  footsteps 
Di  eamily  around. 

Daintie  little  slipper, 
Daintie  little  toe, 
Like  some  timid  field-mouse 
Dai  ting  to  and  fro. 
Peeping  from  its  shelter 
Out  into  the  light, 
Timorously  gliding 
Back  in  huri  ied  flight. 
*       *       *  * 

Daintie  little  slipper, 
Would  that  I  were  you  ; 
Dash  it  !  no  !  I'm  bothered — 
Beg  pardon — if  I  do. 

Daintie  little  slipper, 
May  you  ne'er  grow  old  ! 
May  your  bones  ne'er  moulder 
In  some  cupboard  cold  ! 
May  no  wouns  feed  on  you 
When  your  sole  has  fled  ! 
As  they  feed  on  mortals 
When  their  life  is  dead. 
May  some  quick  cremation 
End  you  days  of  toil  ! 
When  alas  !  you  shuffle 
Off  this  mortal  coil. 
May  some  kindly  spirit 
To  the  blessed  shore 
Bear  your  sole  translated, 
Where  they  waltz  no  moie  ; 
Where  they  dance  no  polkas, 
Lancers,  or  quadrilles, 
Where  are  no  flirtations 
In  dark  window-sills. 


Court  on  the  28th  ult.,and  judgment  was  given 
on  Tuesday.  Todori  Man  and  Tauiha  Ham 
were  fined  yen  1  20  each,  and  Sano  Maitakich  1  and 
Ishikawa  Tsune  were  fined  yen  100  each,  while 
Onaka  Takeshichi's  fine  amounted  to  yen  80. 
Tiiis  in  the  first  breach  of  the  newly  promulgal- 
Emigranls'  Protection  Law. 

CARRIAGE   ACCIDENT   TO   COUNTESS  OYAMA. 

Thk  Jiii  Shimpo  says  that  about  two  o'clock 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  inst.,  Countess 
Cyama's  carriage  was  upset  near  the  Great 
Gate  at  the  foot  of  the  steep  road  in  front  of 
die  Imperial  Palace.  The  Countess  was  driv- 
ing to  the  Palace  to  visit  H.I.M.  the  Empress. 
Several  police  constables,  who  were  on  guard  at 
the  Palace,  and  many  others  were  soon  on  the 
spot,  and  conveyed  the  Countess  to  the  Palace  ; 
but  beyond  a  shaking  her  ladyship  sustained  no 
injuries.  The  accident  was  caused  by  the  care- 
lessness of  the  driver. 

GROUNDED. 

As  the  P.  and  O.  steamer  Manila  was  leaving 
Hongkong  for  Shanghai  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
23rd  ult.,  she  was  drifted  by  the  strong  current 
upon  a  large  boulder  at  the  wharf  at  Kowloon, 
and  had  to  be  made  fast  to  the  wharf  again,  as 
all  attempts  to  haul  her  off  were  unsuccessful. 
It  was  believed,  when  our  last  advices  left  the 
Colony,  that  she  was  not  damaged  in  any  way, 
but  would  be  floated  off  when  the  tide  rises  and 
then  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

WELL  DESERVED, 

The  Hsinchi,  then  lying  at  Shanghai,  was  gaily 
decorated  with  flags  on  Saturday,  May  19th, 
while  between  the  masts  fluttered  a  flag  forty 
feet  long,  which  has  been  presented  to  Captain 
Patterson  by  the  Tientsin  merchants  on  his 
completing  his  five  hundredth  trip  to  Tientsin. 
The  figures  500  appear  on  the  flag.  Captain 
Patterson  has  been  on  the  coast  since  1866. 


P. 


THE  FRENCH  MINISTER. 

The  French  Minister,  M.  A.  SienkiewicS,  pro 
ceeded  to  the  Palace  on  the  29th  ult.  to  present 
a  congratulatory  address  sent  by  the  President 
of  France  in  connection  with  the  Silver  Wedding 
of  Their  Majesties  the  Emperor  and  Empress 
and  to  take  his  leave.  The  Minister  afterwards 
dined  with  His  Majesty  in  company  with  Their 
Imperial  Highnesses  Princes  Arisugawa  Taru- 
hito  and  Kanin  Kotohito,  Count  Ito,  Viscount 
Hijikata,  Marquis  Tokudaiji,  Mr.  Mutsu,  Mar- 
quis Saionji,  Marquis  Nabeshima,  Viscount 
Kagawa,  and  Mr.  Sannomiya. 


find  of  $50. 
A  small  boy  while  playing  on  the  Bund  be- 
tween Nos.  5  and  6  this  morning  saw  a  paper 
package  in  the  water.  He  went  down  and 
picked  it  up  when  it  was  found  to  contain  $50 
Mexican,  which  he  handed  to  the  police. 

THE   MAHA-BODHI  SOCIETY  IN  JAPAN. 

Mr.  Dharmapala,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Maha-bodhi  Society,  who  visited  Japan  at  the 


IMPORTS  OF  SILK  TO   THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  are  the  Imports  of  Raw  Silk  at 
the  ports  of  New  York  and  the  Pacific  Coast 
during  April,  1894  : — 

Bales.        Lbs.  Value. 

New  York   827    174,982  679,723 

Pacific  Coast  Ports...  2,439    299,962  1,122,030 


3,286  374,944  $1,801,753 
The  Imports  of  Waste,  Noils,  and  Cocoons  in 
the  same  period  were  : — 

NewYoik   156     51,200  $19,417 

EXPORT  DUTY  ON  COTTON  YARNS. 

The  following  Law,  passed  by  the  Diet,  has  re- 
ceived Imperial  sanction  and  been  promulgated  : 
Law  No.  4. 
Cotton  Yarn  exported  abroad  shall  be  exempt 
from  Customs  duty  from  the  1st  day  of  the  71! 
month  of  the  27th  year  of  Meiji  (1st  July,  1894). 


TRAFFICKERS  IN  JAPANESE  WOMEN 

The  trial  of  the  three  men  and  two  women  who 
enticed  the  four  Japanese  girls  on  board  the 


MARINE  COURTS  OF  1NQ.UIRY. 

Judgment  in  the  case  of  the  stranding  of  the 
N.Y.K.  steamer  Wakanoura  Maru  on  Sara- 
toga Spit,  in  March  last,  will  be  given  in  Tokyo 
on  Monday.  Afterwards  the  Court  will  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the 
Koryo  Maru  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Tokyo 
Bay  a  month  ago. 

THE  FRENCH  MINISTRY. 

A  telegram  dispatched  by  Mr.  Kato,  Japanese 
Acting  Charge  d! Affaires  in  France,  and  re- 
ceived by  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  1st  inst. 
states  that  a  new  French  Cabinet  has  been  or- 
ganized. M.  Dupuy  becomes  Premier  and 
Home  Minister,  while  the  portfolio  of  Foreign 
Affairs  has  been  given  to  M.  Anot. 

ACCIDENT  AT  A  SCHOOL. 

A  rather  peculiar  accident  occurred  at  the 
Collegiate  School  at  Chefoo  on  the  21st  ult., 
when  without  any  warning  one  of  the  wings  of 
the  building  collapsed.  Fortunately  the  acci- 
dent happened  in  the  daytime,  and  the  boys 
were  able  to  scramble  out  of  the  ruins  without 
receiving  much  hurt. 

THE  FRENCH  MINISTRY. 

On  Monday's  Official  Gazette  says  that  a  tele- 
gram dispatched  by  Mr.  Sone,  Japanese  Mini- 
ster to  France,  reached  the  Foreign  Office  on 
the  25th  ult.,  stating  that  the  French  Ministry  has 
resigned  in  connection  with  some  railway  ques- 
tions. 

STOWAWAYS. 

Nine  Japanese  stowed  themselves  away  on  the 
N.P.  steamer  Victoria  on  her  last  trip  from 
Yokohama.  Two  escaped,  but  seven  have  been 
brought  back.  A  woman,  who  hid  herself  in 
a  box,  when  discovered  paid  her  passage  and 
was  allowed  to  land. 

THE   GERMAN  LEGATION  TENNIS. 

We  are  asked  to  state  that  in  consequence  of 
the  illness  of  the  British  Minister,  the  usual 
lawn  tennis  party  will  not  take  place  at  the 
German  Legation  next  Thursday. 


We 


MR.  FRASER. 

can  not  speak  more  hopefully 
British  steamer  Tacoma,  packed  up  in  travelling  iFraser's  condition.  He  lies  in  a  state 
trunks,  took  place  at  the  Yokohama  Local '  weakness. 


of  Mr. 
of  great 
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LOSS  OF  THE  "  A L  WINE  SEYD.'' 


The  Alwine  Seyd,  news  of  the  loss  of  which 
appears  in  to-day's  telegrams,  was  a  German 
steamer  of  553  tons  register,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Gosewich,  and  has  been  in  the 
coasting  trade  for  some  years.  Barren  Island, 
the  place  where  the  vessel  is  wrecked,  is  a  rocky 
island  lyine:  about  one  mile  west  of  the  south- 
west point  of  Ta  Cheng  Tao  fTe*  Chong  Do)  on 
the  west  coast  of  Korea.  The  Alwine  Seyd 
was  built  at  Bremen  in  1884. 


THE  FRENCH  MINISTER. 


A  farewell  banquet  was  given  to  His  Excel- 
lency M.  Sienkiewicz  by  the  leading  French 
residents  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  on  the  26th 
instant,  in  the  Rokumeikan  Tokyo.  Thirty- 
eight  sat  down,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  M. 
Conil,  representing  the  French  community.  In 
proposing  the  health  of  the  departing  Minister, 
M.  Conil  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  un- 
ceasing vigilance  and  zeal  displayed  by  M. 
Sienkiewicz  on  behalf  of  French  interests 
during  the  many  years  of  his  service  in  Japan, 
and  said  that  the  confidence  inspired  by  his 
ability  merited  and  received  the  esteem  and  gra- 
titude of  his  nationals.  A  graceful  tribute  was 
also  paid  to  the  social  qualities  that  have  won  M. 
Sienkiewicz  so  many  friends,  and  the  speaker  con- 
cluded by  wishing  that  his  future  career  might  be 
successful  as  had  been  every  phase  of  his  official 
life  in  Japan.  M.  Sienkiewicz  replied  in  one  of 
those  brief  but  eminently  happy  speeches  for 
which  he  is  famous,  and  then  S.  G.  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Tokyo  asked  permission  to  thank  the 
Minister  in  the  name  of  the  Catholic  community 
for  the  large-hearted  help  invariably  accorded 
by  him  to  all  religious  and  charitable  work,  and 
for  the  practical  interest  shown  by  him  in  mis- 
sionary affairs.  The  Marseillaise  was  played  after 
M.  Conil's  speech  and  at  the  time  of  the  Mini- 
ster's departure,  which  took  place  at  11  o'clock 
amid  a  storm  of  cheers. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  and  Madame 
Sienkiewicz  leave  Tokyo  by  the  9.20  a.m.  train 
on  Friday,  June  1st.  Their  departure  will  be 
universally  regretted,  for  it  has  not  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  any  Tokyo  residents  to  win  wider  or 
heartier  goodwill  and  friendship.  We  feel  that 
it  scarcely  lies  within  the  province  of  an  English 
journal  to  make  any  detailed  allusion  to  the 
official  record  of  a  French  Representative,  but 
we  are  permitted  tospeak  of  the  social  part  played 
by  Monsieur  and  Madame  Sienkiewicz  in  this 
cosmopolitan  community;  of  the  unfailing  in- 
terest taken  by  them  in  everything  that  made  for 
the  general  good  and  happiness  ;  of  the  graceful 
and  genial  hospitality  dispensed  at  the  French 
Legation  under  their  regime;  of  their  open- 
handed  benevolence  ;  of  the  tact  and  friendliness 
that  marked  their  intercourse  with  the  Japanese, 
and  of  the  irreparable  loss  that  all  nationalities 

will  suffer  bv  their  departure. 

* 

*  * 

The  crowd  that  assembled  at  Shimbashi  Sta- 
tion at  9.20  on  Friday  morning,  to  bid  fare- 
well to  H.E.  the  French  Representative,  Ma- 
dame Sienkiewicz,  and  their  family  was  almost 
more  than  the  building  could  contain.  Every 
one  of  the  Ministers  of  State  were  present,  as 
were  delegates  from  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
press, the  whole  of  the  Corps  Diplomatique, 
and  apparently  all  the  foreign  residents  of 
Tokyo,  with  as  many  Japanese.  A  more  marked 
tribute  of  esteem  has  never  been  paid  to  a 
departing  Foreign  Minister.  Several  exquisite 
bouquets  were  presented  to  the  ladies,  con- 
spicuous among  them  being  a  huge  basket  of 
magnificent  roses  from  the  German  Representa- 
tive. Most  of  M.  Sienkiewicz's  colleagues 
and  many  ladies  accompanied  the  departing 
friends  to  Yokohama,  and  were  entertained  at 
luncheon  on  board  the  steamer,  more  than  thirty 
taking  part  in  this  final  display  of  the  Minister's 
proverbial  hospitality. 


THE  RADICAL  PARTY  AND  COUNT 
INOUYE. 
 ♦  

The  attack  that  Mr.  Saito  Keiji  made  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  upon  Count  Inouye, 
Count  Yamagata,  and  Viscount  Torio  in  con- 
nection with  the  Fujita-gumi  affair,  does  not 
seem  to  represent  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Radical  Party.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  reported 
that  the  majority  of  the  Radicals  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter  until  the  very  moment  when 
Mr.  Saito  asked  leave  to  introduce  an  urgency 
motion.  The  whole  affair  appears  to  have  been 
planned  in  secret  by  Count  Itagaki,  Mr.  Ando 
Sokumei,  an  Imperial  nominee  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  formerly  Vice  Inspector-General  of 
Police,  and  Mr.  Saito  Keiji.  A  few  other 
Radicals  may  have  been  taken  into  their 
leader's  confidence,  but  the  majority  were 
left  in  profound  ignorance.  Mr.  floshi,  who 
was  among  those  consulted,  is  said  to  have 
opposed  the  scheme  as  discreditable  to  the  Parly. 
Some  time  last  summer,  Mr.  Ando  is  reported 
to  have  visited  Count  Itagaki  and  told  the  latter 
that,  although  the  celebrated  forgery  case  had 
not  been  established  by  sufficient  evidence,  its 
examination  had  elicited  grave  irregularities  on 
the  part  of  certain  distinguished  dignitaries  of 
State  with  reference  to  sales  of  rice  paid  as 
taxes  by  the  people  of  Yamaguchi  Prefecture. 
Subsequently  several  meetings  took  place  be- 
tween the  ex-Vice-Inspector-General  of  Police 
and  the  Radical  leader.  Mr.  Ando  went  so  far 
as  to  furnish  the  "  aggrieved  "  people  of  Yama- 
guchi Prefecture  with  money  to  send  a  deputa- 
tion to  Tokyo  carrying  a  petition  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  The  petition  was  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Saito  Keiji.  About  the  same  time  as, 
or  a  little  before,  the  first  meeting  between  Count 
Itagaki  and  Mr.  Ando  last  summer,  the  Radical 
Party  came  into  possession  of  some  documents 
purporting  to  be  the  originals  of  papers  found 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Fujita  Denzaburo  at  the 
time  of  the  latter's  arrest  on  a  charge  of  forgery. 
These  documents  are  believed  to  have  emanat- 
ed from  the  hands  of  a  certain  Sato  Shiro,  one 
of*  the  police  sergeants  dismissed  from  office  at 
the  same  time  with  their  superior,  Mr.  Ando,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had  failed  to  thoroughly  sift 
the  false  representation  made  by  the  detectives 
in  connection  with  the  affair.  Sato  had  been 
trying  for  the  last  few  years  to  sell  the  docu- 
ments to  Count  Yamagata,  Count  Inouye, 
and  several  other  persons,  but  his  offer  having 
been  contemptuously  rejected,  and  finding  him- 
self reduced  to  the  last  extremity  of  poverty, 
he  carried  the  papers  to  a  member  of  the 
Radical  Party,  who  bought  them  for  a  sum  of 
a  little  less  than  a  hundred  yen.  Such  are 
the  principal  facts  connected  with  the  affair 
before  it  was  recently  brought  into  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Saito  Keiji.  Of  these 
papers,  the  alleged  letters  of  Count  Inouye  and 
the  so-called  "diary"  of  the  late  Mr.  Nakano 
Yoichi,  formerly  Governor  of  Yamaguchi,  are 
believed  to  be  forgeries. 

The  opinion  of  the  metropolitan  press  is 
decidedly  unfavourable  to  the  Radicals  in  this 
case.  The  papers,  wilhout  distinction  of  party, 
doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  documents  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Saito1  in  support  of  his  astound- 
ing charges  against  Count  Inouye,  Count  Yama- 
gata, and  Viscount  Torio.  The  Progressionist 
papers  generally  regard  the  matter  with  a  con- 
temptuous indifference.  The  Hochi  Shimbun, 
for  instance,  dismisses  it  with  a  brief  notice, 
saying  that  it  will  probably  end  without  leading 
to  any  practical  results  because  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  solid  evidence  in  support  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Saito  Keiji.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Radical  Party  is  severely  criti- 
cised by  several  papers  for  having  resorted  to 
such  cowardly  tactics  in  order  to  facilitate  a 
combination  between  itself  and  a  section  of  the 
Cabinet.  In  short,  the  general  opinion  evidently 
is  that  the  charges  brought  against  the  three 
Choshu  statesmen  have  no  importance  except  as 
part  of  a  secret  polical  intrigue  concocted,  as 
some  say,  between  Count  Goto,  Mr.  Mutsu, 
Count  Itagaki,  and  Mr.  Hoshi.  But  this  theory, 
too,  is  merely  conjectural  and  rests  on  no  solid 
foundation.   Whatever  may  be  said  of  others, 


it  is  unquestionally  false  to  include  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  among  the  originators  of  a  plot 
directed  principally  against  his  friend,  colleague, 
and  benefactor. 

Count  Yamagata  has  been  prompt  to  point 
out  the  errors  in  Mr.  Saito's  statements  in  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  His  Excellency.  Mr.  Saito 
alleged  that  official  telegrams  addressed  to 
Count  Yamagata,  then  Minister  of  War,  and 
dated  March  9th  and  March  20th,  1877,  from 
the  battle-fields  in  Kyushu,  were  found  in  Mr. 
Fujita'shouse  in  Osaka  in  thefollowingyear.  He 
further  stated  that  Count  Yamagata  was  at  the 
time  staying  at  Mr.  Fujita's  house,  and  from 
these  facts  he  inferred  that  Count  Yamagata 
must  have  shown  the  telegrams  to  Mr.  Fujita 
to  help  his  business  speculations.  Count 
Yamagata  has  demonstrated  that  at  the  time  in 
question  he  was  directing  the  military  operations 
against  the  rebels  in  Kyushu,  having  left  Kobe 
on  the  23rd  of  February,  1877.  Previous  to 
his  departure  for  Kyushu,  he  came  down  to 
Osaka  on  several  occasions,  but  he  never  stayed 
at  Mr.  Fujita's  house,  his  quarters  being  either 
at  the  Sankyo-ro,  the  Ten-go,  or  the  Higashi 
Hongwanji.  As  to  Count  Inouye  and  Viscount 
Torio,  they  have  not  yet  made  any  public  pro- 
test, but  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  promises 
soon  to  place  the  public  in  possession  of  the  true 
facts  about  these  statemen. 

So  far  as  the  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Saito 
are  concerned,  they  are  regarded  with  indiffer- 
ence even  by  the  parties  opposed  to  the  Cabinet. 
But  there  is  a  danger  that  this  affair  may  be 
handled  by  the  Opposition  papers  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  an  unfavourable  impression 
against  Count  Ito,  Mr.  Mutsu,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet,  who  are  generally  supposed 
to  be  more  or  less  friendly  toward  the  Radical 
Party.  Already  indications  of  such  a  tendency 
may  be  detected  in  the  writings  of  the  Opposi- 
tion press.  One  indication  is  the  spread  of 
rumours  about  the  impending  dissolution  of  the 
Cabinet;  rumours  that  have  no  more  foundation 
than  the  so-called  revelations  made  by  Mr. 
Saito  Keiji. 

True  to  its  promise,  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shim- 
bun has  published  an  elaborate  refutation  of  the 
charges  brought  against  Count  Inouye  by  a 
Radical  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Mr.  Saito  Keiji.  These  charges  may  be 
summed  up  in  one,  namely,  that  Count  Inouye 
carried  on  business  transactions  while  he 
occupied  a  high  post  in  the  Government.  The 
first  fact  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Saito  in  support  of 
his  allegation  was  that  Count  Inouye  had  taken 
part  in  disposing  of  rice  paid  as  tax  by  the 
people  of  Yamaguchi  Prefecture,  while  he  was 
in  the  position  of  Senior  Assistant  Minister  of 
State  for  Finance.  Now  it  is  a  fact  that  Count 
Inouye  bought  a  quantity  of  the  above  men- 
tioned rice,  but  the  transaction  took  place, 
not,  as  Mr.  Saito  alleges,  while  the  Count  was 
connected  with  the  Department  of  Finance,  but 
while  he  was  a  private  individual,  and  President 
of  a  mercantile  company  known  as  the  Senshu 
Kaisha.  The  facts  are  these  :  On  May  14,  1873, 
he  resigned  the  office  of  Senior  Assistant  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Finance,  and  in  February  of  the 
following  year,  he  established  the  above  men- 
tioned company,  in  concert  with  Messrs.  Masuda 
Takashi  and  Yoshitomi  Konichi.  The  principal 
business  of  the  company  seems  to  have  been  to 
deal  in  rice.  In  April,  1874,  thecompany  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  Kangyo  Kyoku — 
a  private  establishment  in  Yamaguchi  Ken 
charged  with  the  conversion  of  tribute  rice 
into  money — for  /the  purchase  of  such  grain 
to  the  quantity  of  50,000  koku  at  4  yen  35 
sen  per  koku.  But  the  price  of  rice  having 
subsequently  risen,  the  Kangyo  Kyoku  refused 
to  carry  out  the  agreements  completely.  After 
handing  over  34.382  koku — and  that,  too,  only 
on  the  payment  by  the  Senshu  Kaisha  of  5,000 
yen  in  addition  to  the  price  originally  agreed 
upon — the  Kangyo  Kyoku  of  Yamaguchi  arbi- 
trarily stopped  the  delivery  of  any  further  quan- 
tity. The  Senshu  Kaisha,  however,  mag- 
nanimously waived  its  right,  and  its  disinterested 
conduct  elicited  expressions  of  profound  ad- 
miration from  the  Kangyo  Kyoku.  Mr.  Saito 
declared,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Na- 
kano Goichi's  alleged  diary  (about  which  more 
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presently)  that  this  contract  was  made  in  1872, 
but  in  that  year  neither  tire  Scrishu  Kaisha 
nor  the  Kaitgvo  Kyokn,  the  parly  to  the  agree- 
ment, had  yet  come  into  existence. 

Mi.  Saito  further  stated  that  Count  Inouye 
continued,  while  a  Senator  (appointed  De- 
cember, 1S75)  and  Minister  of  Public  Works 
(appointed  July,  1878),  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness by  secretly  combining  with  Messrs.  Fu- 
jita  Denzaburo  and  Nakano  Goichi  of  Osaka. 
He  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  Count 
Inouye  was  the  real  owner  of  the  Fujiia  Gumi 
of  Osaka.  In  support  of  this  allegation,  the 
Radical  politician  quoted  extracts  from  what  he 
alleged  to  be  the  house-law  of  the  above  men- 
tioned firm.  From  the  portions  of  the  docu- 
ment read  by  Mr.  Saito,  it  might  have  been 
inferred  that  Count  Inouye  had  some  interest  in 
the  firm,  for  in  one  place  it  was  written  that,  in 
all  things,, Mr.  Fujita  Denzaburo  was  to  obey  the 
instructions  of  the  Count.  The  Nichi Nichi  has 
not  succeeded  in  finding  out  whether  this  docu- 
ment is  genuine  or  not,  but  even  supposing  it  genu- 
ine, it  does  not,  says  our  contemporary,  prove 
anything  beyond  that  he  did  for  Mr.  Fujita  what 
he  has  done  for  several  other  persons.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  Count  Inouye  out  of  pure 
kindness,  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
reform  of  family  economy  in  the  case  of  such 
persons  as  Prince  Mori,  some  of  the  branches 
of  that  noble  house,  Mr.  Ichikawa  Danjuro, 
the  celebrated  actor,  and  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Count  Yamada,  Mr.  Uyeno  Kagenori,  and  Mr. 
Matsuda  Michiyuki.  Many  of  these  persons 
have  vowed  to  observe  family  regulations  drawn 
by  Count  Inouye,  regarding  him  in  the  light  of 
their  law-giver.  Such  is  the  boundlessconfidence 
his  disinterested  kindness  has  excited  among  his 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Now  Mr.  Fujita  is 
from  the  same  locality  as  the  Count,  whose 
bosom  friend  he  has  always  been.  It  is  widely 
known  that  Count  Inouye  warned  Mr.  Fujita 
on  several  occasions  against  the  latter's  ten- 
dency to  extravagance  in  his  manner  of  life. 
There  is  nothing  improbable  in  the  hypothesis 
that  the  Count  may  have  prevailed  upon  Mr. 
Fujita  to  manger  his  affairs  in  accordance  with 
some  rigid  regulations.  Assuming,  the  alleged 
entries  to  be  genuine,  it  has  been  discovered 
by  the  Special  Committee  charged  with  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  affair,  that  the  document 
containing  them  contains  also  provisions  clearly 
establishing  the  disinterestedness  of  Count 
Inouye.  According  to  Art.  2  of  the  family  re- 
gulations, it  is  stated  that,  "  Count  Inouye 's 
motive  being  simply  to  assist  Mr.  Fujita,  out  of 
pure  kindness,  in  the  success  of  his  business' 
the  Count  does  not  claim  any  right  to  profits." 
Among  other  things,  it  is  provided  that  no 
speculative  business  should  be  undertaken  by 
the  firm  and  that  the  three  brothers  of  the  house 
of  Fujita  should  work  in  harmony  for  the  per- 
manent prosperity  of  their  house.  From  these 
and  other  provisions,  it  is  clear  that  the  docu- 
ment, if  genuine,  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
house  laws  which  the  Count  enacted  on  behalf 
of  several  other  persons.  That  Mr.  Saito  Keiji 
read  only  such  portions  as  seemed  to  serve  his 
own  purpose,  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  gene- 
ral untrustworthiness  of  his  declarations  on  the 
subject. 

Turning  now  to  the  quality  of  the  papers  pro- 
ducedbyMr.  Saito, itisstatedby  the  Nichi  Nichi 
that  they  are  mostly  forgeries.  Great  importance 
was  attached  to  the  alleged  diary  of  Mr.  Nakano 
Goichi,  but  he  is  known  to  have  never  been  in 
the  habit  of  keeping  a  diary.  Moreover,  the 
present  document  is  said  to  be  written  in  a  style 
and  hand  essentially  different  from  those  of  Mr. 
Nakano.  As  to  the  alleged  letters  of  Count 
Inouye,  no  doubt  is  entertained  by  anybody 
that  they  are  all  forgeries.  Concerning  Vis- 
count Torio,  it  is  acknowledged  that  he  did 
stay  at  Mr.  Fujita's  house  at  the  time  of  the 
Satsuma  Rebellion,  and  that  a  large  bundle  of 
telegrams  was  left  by  him  where  he  started 
for  Kyushu.  These  telegrams  were  seized  by 
police  authorities  in  the  following  year,  when 
Mr.  Fujita's  house  was  searched  in  connection 
with  the  case  of  the  forgery  of  paper  money. 
But  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  Viscount 
Torio  disclosed  military  secrets  to  his  host. 

With  regard  to  the  above  mentioned  forgery 


case,  to  which  Mr.  Saito  made  some  aMvilOM 
in  . 1  mysterious  manner,  the  Nichi  Nu hi  pro* 
mises  to  give  a  trustworthy  account  of  the  all.ni, 
since  some  people  may  enleitain  more  or  less 
doubt  on  this  subject. 

The  contemptuous  indifference,  if  not  posi- 
live  condemnation,  with  which  these  wretched 
tactics  of  the  Radical  Party  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  most  vehemently  anti-Govern- 
ment papers  of  the  capital,  plainly  shows 
in  what  kind  of  light  the  affair  is  regarded  by 
the  public  in  general.  That  Party  now  finds 
itself  in  an  embarrassing  situation.  It  is  stated 
that  a  large  number  of  Radicals  are  angry  with 
their  leaders  for  having  adopted  such  an  im- 
portant step  as  the  introduction  of  this  question 
in  the  Lower  House  without  consulting  their 
views.  The  Special  Committee  appointed  by 
the  House  has  declared  in  the  most  emphatic 
and  uncompromising  manner — indeed  no  Com- 
mittee's report  hitherto  made  to  the  House  can 
compare  with  the  report  of  Dr.  Hatoyama's 
Committee  in  thoroughness  and  conclusiveness 
— that  Mr.  Saito  Keiji's  charges  are  one  and  all 
wholly  baseless  and  even  frivolous.  Mr.  Saito 
has  accepted  the  verdict  with  a  bad  grace, 
making,  indeed,  a  feeble  attempt  to  cling  to 
his  opinion,  but  evidently  conscious  of  hopeless 
discomfiture.  We  ourselves  find  it  difficult  to 
imagine  that  Mr.  Saito's  accusations  were  pre- 
ferred on  any  authority  save  his  own.  It  is 
scarcely  credible  that  tiiey  can  have  been  sub- 
jected to  any  previous  Scrutiny  by  the  leaders  of 
his  Party.  But,  however  that  may  be,  the  affair 
is  eminently  discreditable.  It  affords  another 
striking  condemnation  of  the  criticism  too  often 
suggested  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Japanese 
House  of  Representatives,  namely,  that  the 
members  are  not  controlled  by  any  serious  sense 
of  responsibility. 


THE  INSURRECTION  IN  KOREA. 
 ♦  

According  to  the  latest  correspondence  pub- 
lished in  the  Japanese  papers,  the  trouble  in 
Korea  seems  to  be  developing  more  and  more 
importance.  At  present  the  disturbance  appears 
to  be  confined  principally  to  Zenra  Do  and 
Chusei  Do,  but  news  of  more  or  less  disorder 
is  reported  from  other  localties,  so  that  many 
people  fear  lest  the  whole  peninsula  may  ere 
long  be  plunged  in  one  vast  revolutionary  war. 
The  insurgents  in  Zenra  Do  are  said  to  in- 
clude a  large  number  of  gamblers,  robbers,  and 
other  lawless  characters,  but  the  forces  gather- 
ed together  in  Chusei  Do  belong  to  quite  an- 
other category.  The  latter  are  said  to  consist 
of  respectable  people  and  to  be  under  ad- 
mirable control.  On  the  whole,  the  people 
now  in  arms  against  the  Soul  Government 
are  reported  to  be  couducting  themselves 
with  moderation  and  even  benevolence  to- 
wards the  population.  They  never  levy  con- 
tributions upon  peaceful  folks ;  they  pay  hand- 
some prices  for  whatever  they  take  from  private 
people,  and  they  maintain  themselves  by  seiz- 
ing whatever  Government  property  they  can  lay 
their  hands  on.  For  the  present,  instead  of 
hurrying  in  the  direction  of  Soul,  the  insurgents 
are  said  to  be  busily  engaged  in  accumulating 
stores  of  provisions,  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
in  winning  the  hearts  of  the  people  in  general. 

Accounts  differ  as  to  the  number  of  men  in 
arms  against  the  Soul  Government.  According 
to  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun's  correspondent, 
the  Togaku-to  malcontents,  who  constitute  the 
backbone  of  the  insurrection,  are  estimated  to  be 
about  4,000  strong,  while  the  total  number  of  in- 
surgents is  put  at  more  than  10,000.  They  are 
armed  in  various  ways,  some  with  matchlocks 
and  others  with  swords  and  spears.  The  number 
of  matchlocks  is  believed  to  be  about  3,000  in  all. 
Of  these  some  2,000  have  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  insurgents  from  the  beginning,  while 
the  remainder  were  obtained  by  plundering  ar- 
mouries belonging  to  the  Government.  About 
100  men  are  mounted  and  serve  as  scouts.  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  insurgent  forces  march 
and  fight,  the  Japanese  newspaper  correspond- 
ents infer  that  they  must  have  been  drilled  in 
modern  style.  Some  writers  even  state  that 
several  Japanese  are  among  the  rebels. 


Certain  local  lunctionaiies  and  military  officer*, 
have  joined  the  rebels.  Kim  Seiho,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Garrison  at  Xenshu,  having  long 
been  known  to  be  in  Communication  with  t he 
Togaku-to,  was  put  under  arrest.  Being,  how- 
ever, a  man  of  extraordinary  bodily  strength, 
he  forced  his  way  out  of  the  prison,  but  was 
soon  overtaken  by  a  party  of  soliders  and  de- 
spatched on  the  spot. 

The  first  collision  between  the  Government 
troops  and  the  rebels  took  place  at  Reisan  on  the 
28th  of  March  (Korean  Calendar),  resulting  in 
a  victory  for  the  former.  The  next  encounter  was 
on  the  16th  of  May  (April  2  of  Korean  Calendar), 
at  a  place  called  Hakusan.  This  lime  the  Go- 
vernment troops  were  completely  routed.  They 
were  foolish  enough  to  be  deceived  by  a  party  of 
rebels  who  feigned  to  retreat  in  disorder,  and 
drew  their  pursuers  deep  into  the  enemy's  camp, 
where  they  were  suddenly  surrounded  on  all 
sides.  More  than  two  hundred  of  them  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  the  rest  fled  in  all  direc- 
tions. This  disastrous  defeat  is  said  to  have 
completely  demoralized  the  Government  forces. 

The  troops,  about  800  strong,  sent  to  Gunsan 
on  board  the  three  Chinese  men-of-war,  landed 
there  in  safety  on  April  7th  (Korean  Calendar), 
after  hesitating  for  some  time,  and  the  Chinese 
war  vessels  returned  to  Ninsen  on  the  1 6th 
instant.  The  officer  in  command  of  one  of 
these  ships,  Hei-yen,  is  said  to  have  explained 
that  the  Chinese  Resident,  Mr.  Yuan,  was 
unwilling  to  place  the  war-vessels  of  his  country 
at  the  service  of  the  Korean  Government,  but 
that  he  had  finally  to  give  his  consent  in  con- 
sequence of  the  latter's  incessant  solicitation. 

The  insurgents  are  reported  to  have  suc- 
ceeded wonderfully  in  winning  the  symyathy  and 
confidence  of  the  people  in  general.  Even  in 
Soul  two-thirds  of  the  population  are  said  to  be 
friendly  towards  the  rebels.  Intense  excitement 
prevails  among  official  classes  in  the  capital. 

Our  Soul  correspondent,  writing  under  date 
of  May  25th,  says: — "The  riot  which  began 
in  the  magistracy  of  Ko  Bu  in  Chulla  province, 
and  for  a  while  attributed  to  the  Tong  Hak  or 
anti-foreign  feeling,  has  taken  on  quite  a 
serious  phase.  As  was  suspected  by  not  a  few 
the  agitation  is  a  revolt  from  the  present  official, 
despotism.  It  is  clear  now  that  the  insurrec- 
tionists have  enough  of  a  following  to  make  a 
stand.  They  refuse  Tong  Haks,  boldly  an- 
nouncing that  they  are  not  interested  in  banish- 
ing foreigners,  but  to  be  freed  from  their  yoke 
of  bondage.  They  have  issued  a  "  Call  "  stat- 
ing in  most  respectful  terms  their  allegiance  to 
their  sovereign,  but  scoring  the  officials  who 
"close  the  ears  and  eyes  of  the  king  to 
all  news  and  reports."  "Ministers  of  State, 
Governors  and  Magistracy  are  all  indiffer- 
ent to  the  welfare  of  the  country  and  bent 
only  on  enriching  themselves.  Civil  service 
examinations  are  a  farce,  being  nothing  more 
than  places  of  barter.  They  care  not  for 
the  debt  into  which  the  country  is  fast  sink- 
ing, they  are  proud,  vain-glorious,  adulter- 
ous, avaricious.  Many  of  these  officials  live 
in  Soul  and  own  country  residences  and  rice- 
fields.  They  flatter  and  fawn  in  peace ;  desert 
and  betray  in  times  of  trouble.'' 

This  call  comes  very  near  the  truth.  The 
troops  despatched  to  Chulla  province  have  met 
with  reverses.  The  King  issued  a  proclamation 
three  days  ago  assuring  the  insurrectionists  of 
his  desire  to  mete  out  justice.  The  Governor 
of  the  province  has  been  deposed,  the  magi- 
strate of  Ko  Bu,  the  hothed  of  the  insurrection, 
deposed  and  disgraced — receiving  the  same 
treatment  meted  out  to  traitors.  The  special 
envoy  sent  from  Soul  to  investigate  the  trouble, 
reported  so  unsatisfactorily  that  he,  too,  is  in 
disgrace,  and  this  does  not  take  into  account 
those  who  are  sure  to  be  sent  into  "  exile.'' 

TheGovernmenthere  undoubtedly  have  cause 
for  alarm.  Loyalty  is  a  commodity  little  known, 
though  a  good  deal  prated  about.  The  danger 
now  is  of  the  trouble  spreading  to  new  and 
unaffected  districts.  However,  a  little  mote 
administration  of  wholesome  justice  will  do 
much  toward  quieting  the  disaffected  people. 
In  the  meantime,  so  report  has  it  to-day,  the 
rice-fields  remain  unplanted  and  a  new  danger 
has  to  be  met  here." 
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THE  PEST. 

—    — — ♦  

The  following  Notification  of  the  Department 
of  Home  Affairs  appears  in  the  Official  Gazette  : 

Notification  of  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs. — No.  66. 
Whereas,  an  epidemic  disease,  the  pest,  has 
made  its  appearance  in  the  Chinese  Empire  in 
Canton  and  Hongkong,  and  there  is  danger  of  its 
spreading  ; 

Therefore,  it  is  hereby  announced  ttiat  the  pro- 
cesses of  Medical  Inspection  and  Disinfection  laid 
down  in  Impeiial  Ordinance  No.  56  issued  in  the 
51I1  month  of  the  271I1  year  of  Meiji  shall  he  ap- 
plied at  the  undei  mentioned  ports  to  vessels  coming 
from  any  port  on  the  coast  of  China,  or  from 
Hongkong;  and  to  vessels  that  have  touched  at 
those  ports;  and  to  vessels  that  have  come  from 
those  ports  and  touched  at  other  ports  en  route 
for  Japan  : — 

The  ports  of  Nagasaki  and  Kuchinotsu  in 
Nagasaki  Prefecture. 

The  port  of  Akamagaseki  in  Yamaguchi  Pre- 
fecture. 

The  port  of  Moji  in  Fukuoka  Prefecture. 
The  port  of  Kobe  in  Hyogo  Prefecture. 
The  port  of  Yokohama  in   Kanagawa  Pre- 
fecture. 

The  inspection  of  ships  coming  to  the  port  of 
Moji  in  Fukuoka  Prefecture  shall  be  cariied  out 
in  Yamaguchi  Prefectui  e. 

In  the  case  of  ships  arriving  at  Kuchinotsu  in 
Nagasaki  Piefecture  or  at  any  of  the  Special  Ports 
of  Expoit,  the  process  of  disinfection,  if  required, 
shall  he  cairied  out  at  the  nearest  disinfecting 
station. 

Notification  of  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs. — No  67. 
Ships  liable  to  inspection  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Notification  No.  66  of  the  Deparment  of 
Home  Affairs  of  the  present  year,  shall  undergo 
inspection  and  disinfection  at  Cape  Wada  in 
Hyogo  Piefecture  when  they  arrive  at  Kobe,  and 
at  Nagaura  in  Kanagawa  Piefecture  when  they 
arrive  at  Yokohama. 

(Signed)       Yoshikawa  Akimasa, 
Acting  Minister  of  Stale  for  Home  Affairs. 


Telegrams  received  in  Shanghai  state  that 
the  Chinese  residents  of  Hongkong  were  oppos 
ing  the  enforcement  of  sanitary  measures  in 
connection  with  the  control  of  the  plague,  and 
that  a  riot  has  only  been  averted  by  the  Go- 
vernment submitting  to  a  separate  hospital 
under  Chinese  control.  There  has  been  a 
large  exodus  from  the  Colony.  On  the  20th 
May  there  44  new  cases  and  56  deaths,  and  on 
the  following  day  46  new  cases  and  45  deaths. 
The  following  telegram  from  Hongkong  was 
posted  at  the  Shanghai  Club  on  May  2 1st : — 
Saturday  afternoon  Chinese  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent inspection,  many  houses  blockaded,  sani- 
tary officers  stoned,  mob  dispersed  by  police. 
Yesterday  inspection  resumed  under  police 
guard.  Noon  Saturday  to  noon  yesterday  22 
deaths  reported,  decrease  due  no  doubt  to  inter- 
ruption of  inspection. 

Telegraphing  on  the  22nd  of  May,  at  7.17 
p.m.,  the  Hongkong  correspondent  of  the  N.- 
C.  Daily  News  says  : — There  have  been  twenty- 
eight  new  cases  of  the  plague  since  yesterday  and 
twenty-seven  deaths.  The  exodus  of  Chinese 
from  the  colony  is  increasing.  On  the  32rd,  at 
6.48  p.m.  the  same  correspondent  wired  : — 
There  have  been  eighteen  new  cases  to-day 
and  twenty-three  deaths.  The  cargo-boatmen  of 
the  Colony  have  gone  out  on  strike. 

A  telegram  despatched  from  Hongkong  on 
May  27th,  says: — From  noon  of  the  21st  np 
to  noon  of  the  26th,  114  persons  died  from  the 
pest.  Some  72  patients  are  now  under  medical 
treatment. 

The  Government  has  ordered  Drs.  Kitazato 
and  Aoyama,  both  of  whom  hold  the  Degree  of 
lgaku  Hakase,  to  proceed  to  Hongkong  for  the 
purpose  of  making  investigations  into  the  epi- 
demic prevailing  there. 

A  telegram  from  the  Japanese  Consul  in 
Hongkong  to  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs, 
says  that  the  number  of  cases  up  to  the  21st 
instant  had  been  340,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
271.  From  that  time  until  the  26th  at  noon  there 
had  been  114  deaths,  and  72  cases  were  expect- 


ed to  end  fatally.  These  figures  are  published 
in  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  but  it  will  be  observed  that 
they  are  not  very  clear. 

There  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  rainy  season  has  at  length  set  in  definitely 
in  Hongkong,  and  residents  in  the  Colony  are 
beginning  to  hope  that  both  the  water  famine 
and  the  plague  will  soon  be  only  unpleasant 
recollections.    On  the  17th  inst.  the  returns 
showed  a  diminution  both  in  the  deaths  and 
the   number  of   new   cases.     The  reported 
deaths  in  the  Portuguese  community  cannot 
with  accuracy  be   set  down  to   the  plague. 
They  were  unattended  by  medical  men,  and 
the  priest  who  administered  extreme  unction 
is  unable  to  diagnose  the  cases.    On  the  18th, 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  the  victims  was 
reported,  but  this  was  attributed  to  the  newly 
completed  organisation  of  the  sanitary  inspec- 
tion, which  is  operating  for  the  detection  of  all 
cases  of  the  plague.    Writing  on  May  21st,  the 
Daily  Press  says  : — Very  serious  and  dangerous 
features  in  connection  with  the  plague  have  ap- 
peared during  the  last  two  days,  and  although 
the  disease  itself  has  not  increased  to  any  alarm- 
ing extent,  circumstances  have  arisen  which  are 
of  the  most  regrettable  character  and  the  gravest 
import.    On  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
plague  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Au- 
thorities, it  was  a  matter  for  congratulation  that 
the  Sanitary  Board  immediately  grasped  the 
serious  possibilities  involved  and  took  prompt 
steps,  by  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  Com- 
mittee,   to  combat  its  spread  and  stamp  it 
out  with  the  least  possible  delay.    In  these 
well  directed  efforts  they  were  providentially 
assisted  by  the  arrival  of   the  much  needed 
rain,  and  by  indefatigable  exertions  and  the 
enlistment  of  a  large  number  of  special  sanitary 
officers  thoroughly  organised  for  the  work  of 
searching  and  disinfecting  the  localities  in  which 
the   plague   has   the   most   fertile   field  for 
development,   it   was   hoped  that   in   a  few 
days  such  an  appreciable  conquest  of  the  dis- 
ease would  be  achieved  that  no  further  danger 
need  be  anticipated.    A  certain  section  of  the 
Chinese   have   now,   however,   attempted  to 
frustrate  all  these  efforts,  and  are  determined 
to  assert  aggressively  the  ignorance  and  stupidity 
which  peculiarly  belong  to  the  multitude  of  the 
natives.    It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the 
first  acts  of  the  permanent  committee  was  to 
order  the  removal  of  all  patients  from  the  Tung 
Wah  Hospital  to  the  Hygeia,  and  the  next  wise 
edict  was  that  no  patients  were  to  be  sent  to  the 
Hospital  but  removed  direct  to  the  hulk.  There 
was  at  the  time  much  grumbling  and  opposition 
to  this  "cjajirse,  the  patients  themselves,  with  the 
instinct  of  their  race,  objecting,  sometimes  vio- 
lently, to  their  removal  to  the  Hygeia  and  their 
treatment  by  Western  skill  and  science.  It 
appears  that  this  feeling  of  resentment  has  been 
simmering  and  increasing  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  on  Saturday  it  broke  bounds  and 
completely  disorganised  the  work  of  cleansing, 
disinfecting,  and  investigating  which  was  in 
progress.    Mr.  Lau  Wai  Chuen,  a  member  of 
the  Sanitary  Board  aud  also  Chairman  of  the 
Tung  Wah  Hospital,  has,  with  an  intelligence 
which  unfortunately  does  not  belong  to  all 
his    countrymen,    lent    the   Government  his 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  measures  they  have 
taken.   Some  of  his  colleagues  on  the  Hospital 
Committee,  however,  imbued  with  anti-foreign 
feeling,  have  resisted  this  policy,  and  by  their  in- 
fluence have  created  a  strong  opposition  among 
the  native  population  to  the  work  which  the 
authorities  are  presenting  with  such  vigour.  On 
Saturday  many  of  the  houses  visited  were  block- 
aded and  the  sanitary  officers  stoned,  and  in 
the  afternoon  all  attempts  to  continue  the  house- 
to-house  inspection  had  to  be  discontinued,  the 
work  being  rendered  exceedingly  unsafe  and  dif- 
ficult.   A  mob  also  collected  at  the  Po  Leung 
Kuk  office  and  broke  the  windows,  but  was  dis- 
persed by  the  police  before  doing  further  dam- 
age. Yesterday,  while  ameetingattheTung  Wah 
Hospital  was  in  progress,  Mr.  Lau  was  hurriedly 
sent  for,  news  arriving  that  his  hong  was  being 
wrecked.    When  Mr.  Lau  left  the  building  he 
was  surrounded  by  a  howling  mob  of  Chinese 
and  had  to  be  escorted  by  police  to  his  residence. 


Mr.  F.  H.  May,  Captain  Superintendent  of 
Police,  grasped  the  situation  at  once  and  sent  a 
mounted  contingent  of  armed  Sikhs  to  the  dis- 
trict, the  presence  of  which  fortunately  prevented 
further  disturbances.  The  Government  have 
so  far  met  the  Chinese  opposition  as  to  assent 
to  the  establishment  of  a  temporary  hospital 
under  the  management  of  the  Tung  Wah  at  the 
Glassworks,  Kennedy-town,  to  which  all  pa- 
tients will  be  removed  and  where  they  will  be 
treated  by  native  practitioners,  and  the  use  of 
the  Hygeia  for  the  reception  of  plague  patients 
will  be  discontinued. 

The  plague  returns  for  the  21st  May  showed 
a  serious  increase  on  the  statistics  of  the  pre- 
vious day,  but  considering  that  the  disturb- 
ances in  the  native  quarter  prevented  surveil- 
lance being  exercised  for  practically  two  days 
this  cannot  really  be  a  matter  for  surprise.  There 
seemed  to  be  at  the  date  of  our  last  advices  no 
further  danger  of  a  renewal  of  the  rioting, 
the  Government  having  met  the  Tung  Wah 
Hospital  Committee  in  their  demand  that 
no  more  cases  should  be  sent  on  board  the 
Hygeia.  The  new  Chinese  Hospital  at  the 
Glassworks  is  now  occupied  and  in  future  all 
cases  will  be  sent  there.  The  Hygeia,  after  the 
patients  at  present  under  treatment  have  been 
disposed  of,  will  not  be  further  utilised  for  the 
purpose.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  sani- 
tary officers  entered  a  house  supposed  to  be  empty 
and  made  the  horrible  discovery  that  there  were 
five  corpses  on  the  premises  and  four  very  serious 
cases,  all  exhibiting  pronounced  symptoms  of  the 
plague.  On  the  22nd  a  deputation  of  Chinese 
wailed  upon  theGovernor  of  Hongkong  and  peti- 
tioned :  (1) — That  the  house  to  house  visitation 
should  cease.  (2) — That  sick  persons  should 
be  allowed  to  return  to  their  own  country.  (3) 
— That  the  patients  on  the  Hygeia  should  be 
sent  to  the  Glassworks  Hospital.  (4)— That 
all  sick  persons  should  be  sent  to  the  Glass- 
works Hospital.  Of  course  these  demands 
could  not  be  acceded  to,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
petition,  H.E.  the  Governor,  issued  a  pro- 
clamation of  which  the  following  is  a  precis: — 

Whereas  Hongkong  is  now  visited  by  a  plague 
which  is  killing  off  Chinese  at  the  rate  of  between  30 
;md  40  a  day,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  infection 
is  conveyed  from  the  inmates  of  a  house  to  the  neigh- 
bours, it  is  necessary  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease  in  order  to  protect  the  people. 
All  cases  of  plague  should  be  removed  to  one  place, 
and  those  dying  of  plague  should  be  promptly  buried, 
and  the  premises  disinfected  and  cleansed.  You 
people  are  to  report  cases  of  plague  and  of  death 
from  plague  at  once  to  the  nearest  authorities  and 
to  cleanse  and  disinfect  your  houses.  Out  of  con- 
sideration fur  the  welfare  of  the  people  and  to  prevent 
the  poor  from  being  neglected,  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
&c,  have  been  appointed  to  made  a  close  house  to 
house  visitation,  to  cleanse  and  disinfect  your  houses, 
and  to  help  in  the  removal  of  the  sick  to  hospital  for 
careful  treatment.  Fatal  cases  will  be  buried  with 
due  respect.  Now,  three  temporary  hospitals  have 
been  opened  for  treating  cases,  two  under  Euro- 
pean control,  the  other  under  the  direction  of  the 
lung  Wah  Hospital  Committee.  All  treatment  is 
gratis.  No  distinction  of  nationality  will  be  made. 
The  proclamation  is  to  inform  you  people  to  give  all 
assistance  and  not  to  obstruct  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
&c,  in  their  house  to  house  visitation  and  the  removal 
of  sick  persons  and  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  in 
disinfecting  and  cleansing  your  premises.  The  loyal 
and  respectable  population  should  assist  the  Govern- 
ment to  wipe  out  this  plague.  Let  every  one  obey  this 
command,  and  refuse  to  listen  to  rumours  spread  by 
bad  characters  ;  and  let  no  one  contravene  these  orders 
lest  he  be  punished  and  repentance  come  too  late. 

On  the  24th  May,  at  7.15  p.m.,  the  Hongkong 
correspondent  of  the  N.  C.  Daily  News  tele- 
graphed : — Eighteen  new  cases  were  reported 
to-day  and  nineteen  deaths.  The  cargo-boats 
have  resumed  working.  Riots  are  feared,  but 
the  Government  is  firm.  At  7.55  p.m.  May  25th, 
he  wired  : — "  There  were  twenty-two  new  cases 
to-day,  and  twenty-one  deaths.  All  is  quiet  in 
the  Colony."  Manila  has  imposed  fifteen  days' 
quarantine  on  steamers  from  Hongkong.  Singa- 
pore nine  days  including  duration  of  voyage. 
Both  Harmston's  Circus  and  the  London  Lyric 
Company  have  passed  over  Hongkong,  one 
going  straight  from  Singapore  to  Shanghai,  and 
the  other  from  Shanghai  to  Singapore. 
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THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA  JIVES 
A  ND  TR  EA  'IV  RE  VISION. 

NOTHING  is  better  calculated  to  in- 
volve embarrassingcontingencies  than 
the  case  of  two  people  who  want  to  journey 
to  the  same  place  by  the  same  road  at 
the  same  time,  but  are  determined  to  avoid 
each  other's  company  cn  route.    That  is 
the  position  in  which  the  Jiyu-to  and  the 
Six  Sections  of  the  Opposition  find  them- 
selves at  present  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.   These  two  bodies  of  politi- 
cians, when  marchingtogether  to  the  attack 
of  the  Government  in  the  fourth  session, 
voted  an  Address  to  the  Throne  urging 
His  Majesty  to  adopt  speedy  means  of 
revising  the  Treaties  in  such  a  way  as  to 
remove  the  disabilities  under  which  Japan 
laboured.     That  happened  a  year  and  a 
half  ago,  and  though  a  year  and 'a  half  is 
not  a  very  considerable  period  when  com- 
pared with  the  interminable  delay  that  has 
already  attended  the  negotiations  for  Re- 
vision, it  is  certainly  a  time  long  enough 
to  justify  enquiry  as  to  the  progress  made, 
and  even  to  warrant  some  display  of  im- 
portunity on  the  part  of  the  House.  Hence 
the  Jiyu-to  this  session  resolved  to  venti- 
late the  subject  once  more.    Another  Ad- 
drtess  to  the  Throne  was  of  course  out  of 
the  question,  so  they  adopted  the  alternative 
of  a  Representation  to  the  Government. 
It  was  a  brief,  but  emphatic,  document, 
declaring  that  the  country  desired  to  have 
the  treaties  revised  so  as  to  place  Japan 
oh    a   footing   of   equality   with  West- 
ern Powers,  and  that  decisive  measures 
should  be  adopted  toward  any  State  re- 
fusing to  negotiate  on  such  a  basis.  These 
declarations  were  nothing  more  than  an 
epitomized  repetition  of  the  views  already 
adopted  by  the  House  in  its  Address  to 
the  Throne,  and  since  the  Cabinet  now  in 
office  was  also  in  office  at  the  time  of  the 
Address,  there  does    not   at   first  sight 
appear  to  be  any  reason  why  the  House 
should  not  have  unanimously  passed  the 
Representation.     Nevertheless,    a  very 
cogent  reason  did  exist.    A  Representa- 
tion to  the  Government  urging  that  a  cer- 
tain step  be  taken,  involves  the  hypothesis 
that  the  people  presenting  the  Represen- 
tation believe  in  the  Government's  com- 
petence to  take  that  step.    Thatf  however, 
is  precisely  what  the  Six  Sections  of  the 
Opposition  profess  not  to  believe.  Their 
unceasing  claim  is  that  the  present  Cabi- 
net is  unworthy  of  confidence  in  every 
respect,  and  with  that  cry  constantly  in 
their  mouths,  they  would  have  been  stultify- 
ing themselves  had  they  importuned  the 
Cabinet  to  discharge  a  task  impossible  to 
statesmen    not   possessing  the  people's 
trust.  On  the  other  hand,  failure  to  accom- 
plish Treaty  Revision  is  a  crime  that  the 
Six  Sections  long  to  fay' to  the  "Govern- 
ment's charge,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  the 
nation's  representative's  .they  are  boui;d'  to 
employ  every  available  means  of  expediting 
Revision.    Dragged  thus  in  diametrically 


Opposite  directions  by  party  interest  and 
national  duty,  their  position  on  the  22nd 
instant  when  the  Representation  came  up 
for  discussion,  was  decidedly  perplexing. 
The  majority  of  them  seem  to  have  adopt- 
ed what  was  probably  the  most  prudent 
course    under    the   circumstances  :  they 
simply  voted  against  the  Representation 
and  made  no  attempt  to  explain  their 
reasons  for  doing  so.    A  few,  however, 
probably  feeling  themselves  the  cynosure 
of  too  much  observation  to  take  refuge 
in  silence,   undertook  to   expound  their 
views    and    to  justify  their  hostility  to 
the  measure.     Perusal  of  their  speeches 
shows  that  they  were  swayed  uniquely 
by  one  consideration,  namely,  a  resolve 
not    to   approach    the    present  Cabinet 
with  any  suggestion  implying  faith  in  its 
practical  ability.    That  was  a  difficult  at- 
titude for  the  rest  of  the  Opposition,  es- 
pecially the  Kaishin-to  to  endorse,  seeing 
that  the  Kaishin-to  themselves  and  their 
distinguished  leader  had  been  the  victims 
of  precisely  similar  distrust  five  years  pre- 
viously.    The  Kaishin-to  members  know 
perfectly  well  that  had  not  party  jealousy 
outweighed  patriotism  in  1889,  they  would 
have  been  able  to  claim  the  credit  of 
having  achieved  Treaty  Revision.  They 
know  perfectly  well,  taught  as  they  have 
been  by  bitter  experience,  that  nothing  is 
more  likely  to  defer  the  attainment  of  the 
nation's  aspirations  than  any  intrusion  of 
party  politics  into  the  negotiations  for  Re- 
vision.   They  cannot  pretend  that  the  fear 
of  adding  fresh  failure  to  past  ill-success 
forbids  them  to  trust  the  present  Cabinet, 
for  the  most  signal  ill-success  hitherto  made 
stands  on   their   own  records.     But  the 
Kaishin-to  are  not  just  now  in  the  mood 
to  concern  themselves^much  about  logic. 
They  seem  frankly  resolved  never  to  assist 
any  national  undertaking  in  which  they 
themselves  are  not  directly  concerned, 
and  they  therefore  voted  solidly  against 
the  Representation  without  attempting  the 
farce  of  reconciling  their  practice  with 
their   theory,    and  without    paying  any 
attention  to    the  views  they    thus  sup- 
ported.   Other  members  of  the  Six  Sec- 
tions  showed  Mess    reticence  and  more 
imprudence,   but  the  significance  of  the 
whole  movement  against  the  Representa- 
tion was^not  to  be  misinterpreted.  Un- 
doubtedly, a  good  many  dissentient  votes 
were  due  to  a  feeling   that   a  subject 
concerning  which,,  the  Throne  had  been 
addressed  ought  not  to  be  subsequently 
placed    Qn    the  comparatively  low  level 
of    a    Representation    to    the  Govern- 
ment.   But  the  majority  of  the  "  noes  " 
were  dictated  by  party  feeling  :  the  Six 
Sections  could  not  bring  themselves  to 
vote  for  . a  measure  emanating  from  their 
political  opponents,  the  Jiyu-to,  or  to  ap- 
proach the  Cabinet  with  any  proposition 
implying  faith  in  the  latter's  competence. 
So, the  Representatioj]  was  rejected. 

Regrettable  as  it  is  that  party  prejudices 
in  Japan  should  thus  invade  the  region  of 


foreign  politics,  the  debate  on  the  22nd 
ultimo  presented  one  decidedly  reassuring 
feature.     Not  a  single  member  ventured 
to  give  expression  to  the  sentiment  so 
persistently  attributed  to  the  bulk  of  the 
nation   by   interested   outsiders,  namely, 
that  Revision  of  the  Treaties  is  not  de- 
sirable and  that  foreigners  should  be  kept 
out  of  the  interior.    We  do  not  pretend 
to  suppose  that  among  the  300  members 
in   the   House  of  Representatives  there 
may  not  be  a    few    conservatives  who 
entertain  that  view.     Mr.  Ol  Kentaro 
certainly    does,    and    so   do    the  little 
coterie  of  politicians  ranged  under  his 
banner.    But  what  seems  certain  is  that  no 
one  dare  give  expression  to  any  sentiment 
of  the  kind  within  the  w  alls  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Journalistic  agitators  and 
platform  demagogues  may  make  capital  out 
of  it,  but  no  member  of  parliament  ventures 
to  espouse  it  openly  in  the  Diet.    A  cor- 
responding inference  must  be  drawn  from 
the  House's  attitude  toward  Strict  En- 
forcement. The  advocates  of  that  measure 
have  not  ceased  to  advocate  it,  but  one 
after   another   they    have   bSen  careful 
emphatically   to    disavow   any  purpose 
apart  from  that  of  facilitating  Treaty  Re- 
vision, and  to  disclaim  any  antipathy  to 
the  complete  opening  of  the  country.  In 
the  face  of  these  indisputable  facts,  the 
most  bigoted  believer  in  Japanese  popu- 
lar prejudice  against  Revision  should  be 
silenced.     Every    indication  capable  of 
interpretation  or  possessing  significance 
goes  to  prove  that  the  nation  is  practically 
unanimous  in  its  desire  for  Revision,  and 
in  its  readiness  to  remove  all  existing 
restrictions  upon  foreign  trade,  travel,  and 
residence.     The    Government  doubtless 
understood  that  long  ago,  but  the  confirma- 
tion now  afforded  is  none  the  less  worthy 
of  record.     The  Government  must  also 
have  understood  long  ago  a  fact  of  which 
fresh  evidence  is  now  furnished,  namely, 
that  the  one  serious  obstacle  to  Treaty 
Revision  on  Japan's  side  is  party  jealousy, 
and  that  the  negotiations,  to  be  successful, 
must  be  conducted  by  statesmen  standing 
aloof  from  all  parties. 

LYING  CHARGES   WITHIN  THE 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  AND 
FAITHFUL  ECHOES  WITHOUT. 
 ♦  

ITis  characteristic  of  our  local  journalism 
that  more  noise  is  made  about  the  lying 
charges  preferred  by  Messrs.  SHIMADA 
SABURO  and  SAITO  Keiji  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  than  about  any  of 
the  other  speeches  delivered  there.  Mr. 
SHIMADA  SABURO  uttered  a  number  of 
the  grossest  falsehoods  against  this  jour- 
nal, and  Mr.  SAITO  Keiji  re-produced 
a  series  of  long-exploded  accusations 
against  Count  INOUYE,  Count  YAMAGATA 
and  Viscount  TORIO,  supporting  them 
by  documents  which  are  understood  to 
have  been  previously  offered  for  sale-  to 
Count  INOUYE  and  contemptuously  de- 
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dined.  In  our  necessarily  epitomized 
reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Diet, 
it  does  not  occur  to  us  to  devote  special 
space  to  utterances  like  those  of  Mr. 
SHIMADA  and  Mr.  SAITO,  since  we  place 
them  on  the  same  level  as  the  personali- 
ties resorted  to  by  discomfited  contro- 
versialists, and  since  their  interest  must 
necessarily  be  small  in  the  eyes  of  all 
sober  persons.  To  allege,  however,  as 
the  Japan  Gazette  alleges,  that  we 
"  utterly  ignored  "  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
SHIMADA  and  SAITO,  is  to  rival  the  reck- 
less untruthfulness  of  the  former  gentle- 
man. Both  speeches  were  reported  in 
these  columns,  the  particular  points  that 
have  furnished  such  welcome  material  to 
journalistic  scandal-mongers  being  epito- 
mized as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Shimada  Saburo  spoke  at  great  length  in 
support  of  tlie  Amendment.  He  dwelt  on  the  im- 
portance of  Strict  Enforcement  as  a  means  to 
achieve  the  end,  Treaty  Revision,  and  denied  al- 
together that  the  measine  involved  any  hostility  lo 
foreigners  or  any  desire  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
country.  The  Government  by  its  organs  had 
greatly  misled  both  its  own  people  and  foreigners 
in  that  matter. 

Mr.  Saito  Keiji  obtained  leave  (o  inttoduce 
an  urgency  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Special  Committee  to  inquire  into  certain  trans- 
actions that  had  occurred  many  yeais  ago  in 
Yamaguchi  Prefecture.  He  made  a  long  speech 
charging  Count  Iuouye,  Coun  t  Yamagata,  and  Vis- 
count Torio  with  dishonest  practices,  and  read  a 
number  of  documents  in  support  of  his  allegation. 

Mr.  SAITO  KEIJl'S  accusations  are  now 
under  examination  by  a  Special  Committee, 
and  if  found  worthy  of  detailed  reference, 
will,  of  course,  be  duly  referred  to.  As 
for  Mr.  Shimada  Saburo,  the  Japan 
Gazette  knows  perfectly  well  that  no  man 
could  possibly  have  uttered  grosser  false- 
hoods than  he  did  when  he  accused  the 
Japan  Mail  of  having — in  the  words  of  the 
Japan  Gazette 's  own  translation — "spread 
abroad  the  slander  that  Japanese  society 
generally  had  returned  toitsold  port-closing 
spirit."  The  Japan  Gazette  knows  perfect- 
ly well  that  Mr.  Shimada  Saburo  lied — we 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  employ  the  offensive 
term  but  no  milder  is  applicable — that  Mr. 
SHIMADA  SABURO  lied  in  the  most  uncom- 
promising manner  when  he  represented 
the  Japan  Mail  as  having  sought  to  con- 
vict the  Japanese  nation  of  being  imbued 
with  anti-foreign  sentiment."  The  Japan 
Gazette  knows  perfectly  well  that  no  ac- 
cusation could  be  wider  of  the  truth.  The 
Japan  Gazette  knows  perfectly  well  that 
the  Government  could  never  have  inspired 
such  writing.  The  Japan  Gazette  knows 
perfectly  well  that  such  libellous  mis- 
representations of  the  mood  of  the  Japa- 
nese people  have  been  persistently  ven- 
tilated in  its  own  columns  and  in  the 
columns  of  the  other  local  evening  journal, 
and  have  been  as  persistently  combatted 
by  the  Japan  Mail.  Yet,  knowing  these 
things,  the  Japan  Gazette  supports  Mr. 
Shimada  Saburo  and  "  adopts  his  ut- 
terances as  its  own."  It  must  be  agree- 
able to  politicians  of  Mr.  SHIMADA'S  type 
to  possess  such  faithful  echoes.  Public  in- 
telligence finds  the  spectacle  supremely 
contemptible,  but  public  intelligence  un- 


derstands very  well  that  humanity  is  always 
prone  to  ugly  exhibitions,  and  that  politi- 
cians blinded  by  party  rancour  and  jour- 
nalists stung  by  a  sense  of  hopeless  in- 
significance are  not  the  kind  of  material 
out  of  which  mirrors  of  morality  and 
magnanimity  may  be  easily  constructed. 


DIPLOMACY  AND  MARRIAGE. 

THE  French  Government  is  said  to  have 
followed  Germany's  example.  A  de- 
cree issued  by  the  President  forbids  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Diplomatic  or  Consular  Service  to 
marry  a  foreigner.  We  must  assume  that 
there  is  some  reason  for  this  extraordinary 
interdict.  Germany  had  a  reason.  Per- 
haps she  had  more  than  one  reason,  but  so 
far  as  the  public  knows,  the  EMPEROR  was 
induced  to  revert  to  strict  enforcement  of 
the  old  order  because  of  an  incident  in 
South  America  which  was  held  to  justify 
the  precaution.  It  may  be  that  France  too 
has  had  a  convincing  experience.  But 
there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  retrogres- 
sive character  of  such  measures.  The  in- 
teresting question  is  how  they  are  to  be 
interpreted.  Do  they  really  mean  that  in 
these  closing  days  of  the  19th  century 
history  is  to  be  read  as  indicating  that 
international  brotherhood  is  impossible, 
and  that  the  poet's  dream,  the  federation 
of  the  world,  must  remain  a  dream  ?  Or 
do  they  mean  that  the  realm  of  women's 
sway  has  been  unduly  extended,  and  that 
her  supremacy  in  the  household  is  held  to 
affect  even  her  husband's  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  ?  Whatever  be  the  answer, 
we  find  ourselves  confronted  by  the  dis- 
agreeable fact  that  nations  are  not  draw- 
ing closer  together,  but-  are  rather  falling 
farther  apart.  Yet  how  strangely  things 
are  ruled !  It  is  thought  quite  a  correct,  nay 
even  a  desirable,  thing  that  the  Sovereign 
of  a  country  should  wed  with  a  lady  of 
foreign  origin,  though  surely  if  anything 
were  to  be  apprehended  from  the  alien 
character  of  a  wife's  proclivities,  the  ap- 
prehension ought  to  have  most  weight 
where  the  head  of  a  State  is  concerned. 
Perhaps  it  is  believed  that  love,  as  a  rule, 
has  little  to  do  with  Imperial  and  Royal 
matches;  that  they  are  purely  affairs  of 
expediency,  and  that  they  retain  that  cold 
character  even  to  the  end.  If  such  be  the 
theory  it  has  certainly  found  in  practical 
experience  contradictions  quite  as  numer- 
ous as  are  the  examples  of  a  diplomatic 
husband's  perversion  from  the  path  of 
loyal  duty  under  the  sway  of  his  wife's 
caprices.  From  an  abstract  point  of  view 
a  rule  applicable  to  the  one  case  ought  to 
be  at  least  equally  applicable  to  the  other. 
But  it  is  also  claimed  that  the  proverbial 
inability  of  a  woman  to  keep  a  secret  is 
the  cause  of  the  restrictive  edict.  Who  can 
think  so?  Who  can  hold  the  fair  sex  in 
such  slight  esteem  as  to  suppose  that  their 
own  want  of  faithful  reticence  is  respon- 
sible for  the  trouble  ?  For  our  part  we 
decline  to  imagine  that  betrayal  of  their 


husband's  official  secrets  constitutes  their 
disqualification.  Anyhow,  it  is  a  miser- 
able state  of  affairs.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  members  of  the  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Services  are  the  most  eligible 
parties  in  the  communities  where  their 
sphere  of  duty  lies.  It  has  not  been  his- 
torically recorded,  either,  that  knowledge 
of  the  obstacles  lying  between  them  and 
the  matrimonial  goal  interferes  seriously 
with  their  initial  progress  along  the  path 
leading  in  that  direction.  On  the  contrary, 
some  social  analysts  observe  that  the'  fact 
of  being  labelled  "ineligible"  generally 
impels  them  to  more  than  ordinary  displays 
of  gallantry.  And  why  not  indeed  ?  They 
naturally  desire  to  efface  as  far  as  possible 
the  unpleasant  memory  of  their  disability. 
That  is  diplomatic  tact.  But  of  course  the 
results  cannot  always  be  guaranteed,  and 
if  the  gentleman  may  invariably  count  on 
closingthe  chapter  with  astern  re-assertion 
of  his  official  duty,  the  lady  cannot  reckon 
on  a  similar  consolation.  A  word  should 
be  said  too  for  poor  mothers,  the  cares 
of  whose  guardianship  must  be  consider- 
ably enhanced  by  these  differentiating 
restrictions.  However,  it  is  a  subject  that 
looks  worse  the  more  we  examine  it.  Let  us 
dismiss  it  with  a  lament,  first,  for  its  pro- 
spective victims,  and  secondly,  for  the  re- 
proach it  casts  upon  European  civilization. 


MEXICAN  DOLLARS  OF  AMERICAN 
COINAGE. 
■  ♦  

ON   the   10th  of  April  Mr.  WOLCOTT 
introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  the  following  Resolution  : — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  witli  a 
view  to  encourage  and  extend  our  commercial  le- 
lations  with  China  and  other  Asiatic  countries,  be 
requested  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico,  looking  lo  the  coinage  by  the 
United  States,  at  its  mints,  of  standard  Mexican 
dollars,  under  some  proper  arrangement  with  the 
said  Republic  of  Mexico  as  to  seigniorage, 
method  and  amount  of  said  coinage;  and  that  he 
be  further  lequested  to  repoi  t  the  result  of  his 
negotiations  to  the  Senate. 

In  support  of  this  resolution  Senator 
WOLCOTT  made  a  long  speech,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  stated  that  the  amount 
of  silver  produced  in  Mexico  annually  is 
50  million  dollars,  of  which  from  25  to  26 
millions  are  coined  at  the  Mexican  mints, 
about  one  million  remaining  in  Mexico,  the 
remainder  being  exported  to  China,  Japan, 
and  India.  Of  this  export  about  7^  mil- 
lions go  by  way  of  San  Francisco,  a  some- 
what smaller  amount  by  way  of  England 
from  Liverpool  and  London,  and  as  for 
the  other  10  to  1 1  millions  Senator 
WOLCQTT  thinks  that  they  find  their  way 
to  the  East  in  the  pockets  of  returning 
Chinamen  or  through  Chilian  or  Peruvian 
ports.  The  Mexican  Government  charges 
a  seigniorage  of  4.4  per  cent,  on  every 
dollar  that  it  coins,  and  in  order  to  induce 
people  to  bring  their  silver  for  coinage,  it 
charges  a  duty  of  2  per  cent,  on  all  exports 
of  the  white  metal  in  bullion.  This  duty 
does  not  succeed,  however,  in  preventing 
an  export  of  about  20  millions  annually, 
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which  goes  to  the  great  refineries  of 
Swansea  in  England,  while  another  5 
millions  are  exported  in  bullion  to 
meet  the  local  demands  of  trade  and 
commerce.  In  line,  Mexico  has  her 
own  method  of  dealing  with  her  silver 
and  a  very  profitable  method  it  is  to  the 
Government  of  the  Republic,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  above  figures.  What  kind 
of  compensation  Senator  WOLCOTT  would 
give  to  Mexico  in  exchange  for  her  sur- 
render of  this  profitable  business  we  do 
not  know  :  his  speech  contains  no  hint 
about  that.  As  for  Mexico,  her  idea  of 
Senator  WOLCOTT'S  proposition  may  be 
gathered  from  the  Mexican  Financier, 
which  writes  thus  : — 

The  scheme  is  a  most  extraordinary  one,  as  it 
contemplates  asking  Mexico  to  abdicate  one  of 
the  essential  prerogatives  of  a  civilized  govern- 
ment, the  striking  of  her  own  coins.  A  large  out 
let  for  Mexican  silver  is  through  the  Orient,  wheie 
the  eagle  dollar  of  this  country  (Mexico)  has  won 
the  esteem  of  a  very  conservative  people.  To 
allow  another  nation  to  flood  that  market  with 
Mexican  dollars  would  be  a  strange  policy. 

With  regard  to  the  benefit  that  the  United 
States  would  derive  were  the  Senator's 
proposal  put  into  practice,  what  he  says 
is  this  : — 

If  these  dollars  shall  be  coined  at  our  mints  at 
Carson  City  and  at  San  Francisco,  it  will  create 
something  of  an  active  silver  market  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  where  the  dollars  are  the  facilities  for 
shipment  and  commerce  will  go  also.  There  will 
be  a  demand  for  these  dollars  from  London  mer- 
chants and  from  English  and  from  Scotch  mer- 
chants. They  will  send  gold  to  this  country  in 
exchange  for  the  dollars  which  will  be  shipped 
direct,  and  it  will  add  much  to  the  steamship  com- 
merce between  the  Pacific  coast  and  Asia.  Many 
of  these  dollars  will  find  their  way  into  the  Indian 
market.  They  are  handy  ;  they  will  go  up  country, 
be  remelted  and  made  into  bangles  and  01  naments. 
There  is  always  a  certain  demand  in  India  also  for 
Mexican  dollars. 

Stated  briefly,  the  Senator's  project  is  no- 
thing more  nor  less  than  to  provide  a  new 
channel  for  the  utilization  of  the  silver 
produced  in  the  United  States.  He  is  not 
concerned  about  the  fate  of  the  silver  pro- 
duced in  Mexico,  though  he  seems  to  have 
a  rudimentary  conception  of  the  idea  now 
gradually  developing  among  thoseengaged 
in  Oriental  trade,  namely,  that  the  supply 
of  Mexican  dollars  is  not  sufficient,  that 
they  are  technically  defective  coins,  and 
that  some  means  of  supplementing  them, 
if  not  of  supplanting  them,  ought  to  be 
found.  It  is  curious  and.  interesting  to 
note  how  little  information  the  Senators 
seems  to  possess  about  the  currency  of 
Eastern  countries.  They  all,  so  far  as  we 
can  see,  believe  that  Mexican  dollars 
are  still  largely  current  in  Japan,  and  Sena- 
tor SHERMAN,  who,  of  all  men,  ought  to 
be  well  posted  on  this  subject,  informed 
his  colleagues  that  the  yen  is  a  coin  issued 
by  the  Chinese  Government.  We  think 
there  is  very  little  probability  of  Senator 
WOLCOTT'S  resolution  being  adopted,  or  at 
any  rate,  of  its  passing  through  all  the 
stages  that  precede  practical  operation. 
The  Senator  himself  is  evidently  very 
timid  about  it.  He  says  frankly  that  "  it 
may  come  to  nothing,  but  is  worth  the 
trying;"  words  embodying  a  spirit  not 
calculated  to  inspire  confidence  or  enlist 


support.  Then:  arc,  nevertheless,  two 
paragraphs  in  the  Senator's  speech  that 
we  venture  to  quote.  They  represent  the 
feeling  that  is  becoming  more  and  more 
prevalent  in  America  about  the  conse- 
quences of  the  demonetization  of  silver: 

Our  furnaces  ire  cold,  our  (lies  are  out,  our 
mines  at  e  most  of  them  closed  ;  those  which  hi  e  kepi 
open  aie  kept  open  in  ordoi  to  pi  event  the  limbei  s 
from  lotting  and  the  waieis  from  flooding  the 
mines;  yet  when  these  miners — intelligent  men 
who  have  up  to  this  time  found  woi  k  at  pi  ices  which 
remunerated  them  anil  enabled  (hem  to  add  to  the 
glory  of  Ameiican  manhood,  to  educate  theii 
children,  to  feed  them  and  to  own  their  own  homes 
—  find  that  the  monetaiy  policy  of  this  country 
prevents  their  1  eceiving  these  wages,  and  (hat  it  is 
staivation  01  nothing,  we  shall  inevitably  find  that 
silver  will  continue  to  be  produced  at  some  price. 

Great  Britain,  with  the  United  States  attending 
upon  its  policy,  seems  willing  to  destroy  four 
thousand  millions  of  existing  silver  coinage  in 
order  that  it  may  prevent  the  output  of  about  one 
hundred  millions  of  silver  a  year  available  foi 
coinage.  They  are  waiting  for  a  river  to  run  by  that 
will  be  fed  by  the  eternal  spring  of  man's  neces- 
sities. As  you  degrade  silver,  you  degtade  Ame- 
iican manhood,  Ameiican  wages, American  labour, 
American  piices;  but  you  will  find  that  silver  will 
continue  to  be  produced  as  long  as  that  metal  is 
found  within  the  bowels  of  mother  eailh. 


MORAL  EDUCATION  IN  JAPANESE 

SCHOOLS. 

.  —  ♦  ■ 

(communicated.) 

ONE  of  the  most  startling  features  of 
modern  education  in  Japan,  is  that 
there  is  practically  no  system  of  morality 
taught  ;  that  students  from  their  en- 
trance into  some  Primary  School  until 
graduating  from  the  Imperial  University 
are  not  brought  into  contact  with,  or  in- 
structed in,  any  system  of  ethics  that 
would  serve  to  stimulate  and  regulate  the 
spiritual  growth  in  like  measure  as  the 
brain  is  fostered  and  developed.  Yet 
under  the  circumstances  one  does  not  see 
how  it  could  well  be  otherwise.  Buddhism 
and  Shinto  are  the  two  national  religions 
of  the  Japanese,  for  Christianity,  power- 
ful and  progressive  though  it  be,  counts 
but  a  small  percentage  of  adherents  among 
the  myriads  of  young  men  and  women 
in  attendance  at  the  State  educational 
establishments  ;  and  experiments  have  fully 
and  for  all  time  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
neither  of  these  creeds  can  hope  to  absorb 
the  allegiance  of  the  thoughtful  portion  of 
the  people.  The  Shinto  history  of  the 
mythical  origin  of  Japan,  the  stories  of 
AMATERASU  and  SuSANOO,  of  IZANAGI 
and  IZANAMI,  though  a  part  of  the  curri- 
culum of  every  student,  are  received  either 
with  silent  incredulity  or  open  sneers. 
Young  Japan  is  critical  and  iconoclastic, 
and  it  is  well  that  it  should  be  so  ;  for 
this  is  the  age  of  scientific  criticism,  and 
legends  of  antiquity,  time-honoured  though 
they  be,  that  cannot  satisfy  the  postulates 
of  science,  are  better  relegated  whither 
they  belong — the  realm  of  old-wives'  fable- 
dom.  Nor  can  Buddhism  hope  to  become 
the  necessary  moral  factor  in  education. 
It  is  all  very  well  in  Buddhistic  schools  or 
such  institutions  as  are  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Buddhist  communities  or 
associations,  but  the  creed  does  not  and 
cannot  have  that  vivifying  force  necessary 


to  the  spiritual  or  even  ethical  requirements 
of  young  people  ;  it  is  far  loo  abstract  a 
philosophy  and  even  at  best  ends  with  the 
denial  of  a  First  Cause  and  holds  out  only 
the  hope  of  ultimate  annihilation.  For 
Nirvana,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the 
contrary,  is  a  condition  wherein  all  per- 
sonality is  absorbed,  individual  faculties  are 
no  longer  necessary  :  a  dreamless,  inactive 
torpor,  utterly  inconsistent  with  human 
aspirations  and  the  longing  to  be  and  to 
do  something.  Finally,  with  regard  to 
Christianity,  it  is  still  too  early  to  hope 
for  the  introduction  of  this  creed  of 
creeds  into  Japanese  schools.  We  believe 
that  the  day  will  come  when  the  Bible 
will  form,  as  it  does  in  Christian  lands, 
a  part  of  the  curriculum  of  every  Japan- 
ese educational  institution.  For  the  pre- 
sent, however,  this  seems  impossible, 
and  the  question  naturally  confronts  us, 
as  it  does  the  educational  authorities  of 
this  land,  what  system  of  ethics  may  be 
consistently  taught  in  the  schools?  How 
is  the  moral,  not  to  say  spiritual,  growth 
of  Japanese  students  to  be  secured  ? 

So  far,  every  step  made  in  the  direction 
of  teaching  a  system  of  ethics,  has  been 
entirely  tentative.  The  dry  husks  of  Con- 
fucianism, though  some  pearls  be  hidden 
here  and  there,  are  insufficient  moral  food. 
Moreover,  the  Chinese  classics,  excellent 
ethical  maxims  though  they  may  contain 
within  certain  narrow  limits,  are  not 
taught  mainly  for  their  ethical  value,  but 
as  an  exercise  of  the  mnemonic  faculties, 
the  learning  by  rote  of  new  ideographs 
and  the  acquirement  of  a  certain  degree 
of  facility  in  the  construing  of  Chinese 
sentences.  It  is  exactly  as  the  teaching 
of  Aristotle  and  Plato,  of  Lucretius 
and  SENECA,  in  Western  schools,  i.e.,  not 
so  much  for  the  moral  value  of  the  works 
as  for  the  purity,  excellence,  and  dic- 
tion of  the  text.  And  with  instruction 
in  such  books,  the  moral  education  of 
Japanese  students  ends  and  begins.  What 
ideas  they  may  have  on  the  subject  of 
practical  ethics,  they  either  form  indepen- 
dently or  pick  up  from  others,  often  to 
their  own  detriment,  nor  can  it  cause  sur- 
prise that,  under  such  conditions,  the  vast 
majority  are  without  any  belief,  profess 
agnosticism  without  knowing  why  they  do 
so,  or  rather  vain-gloriously  denominate 
themselves  atheists,  as  if  it  were  an  honour 
to  profess  disbelief  in  that  which  every 
flower  and  each  drop  of  water  teaches  in 
such  unmistakable  and  forcible  terms — 
the  indubitable  existence  of  a  sentient,  all- 
wise,  all-knowing,  all-powerful  First  Cause. 
There  is  no  thinking  man  who  can  fail  to 
regard  this  phase  of  Japanese  education 
with  infinite  pity  and  profound  regret. 

Is  there  no  golden  mean  ?  Cannot  moral 
education,  for  the  time  being,  be  kept 
apart  from  sectarian  instruction  ?  We 
believe  it  possible.  The  Japanese  mind 
is  peculiarly  susceptible  to  external  in- 
fluences— exceptionally  so,  when  young — 
and  the  influence  and  force  of  exampel 
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go  farther  than  any  amount  of  precept. 
As  Professor  HYSLOP  recently  wrote  : — 
"  Moral  education  must  be  a  will-moving 
force,  not  a  logic-chopping  process  or  a 
mind-stuffing  exercise."     As  such  it  is 
not  to  be  accomplished  at  present  by  any 
form  of  doctrinal  teaching.    The  memory 
and  reasoning  powers  may  thus  be  deve- 
loped, but  the  conscience  never.  Moral 
education  can  be  effected  in  Japan  only 
in  three   ways  :    by  example,  humanity, 
and  discipline.     More    fully  expressed, 
these  forces  resolve  themselves  into  the 
personal  habits  and  character  of  the  tea- 
cher, personal  affection  for  students,  and 
the  disciplinary  influences  of  life,  organis- 
ed on  a  rational  basis.     So  the  moralisa- 
tion  of  the  student  must  begin  by  the 
moralisation  of  the  system  of  instruction, 
and  this  can   be  accomplished  only  by 
abandoning  the  mercantile  and  economic 
method  for  a  moral  one.   The  competition 
in  education,  the  great  draw-back  of  Japan- 
ese schools,  should  not  be  for  numbers  of 
students,  as   now,  or  for   merely  great 
scholars  as  teachers,  but  also  for  those 
who  know  how  to  win  the  affections  of 
students   and    to  command  their  rever 
ence.      What    the    public   and  educa- 
tional institutions,   both  public  and  pri 
vate,  need  to  learn  is  the  all  important 
fact  that  schools  and  colleges  are  mis- 
sionary   agencies,  not  business  corpora 
tions.    For  morality,  ethics  in  the  highest 
sense,  is  a  social  product  :  it  is  not  the 
result  of  intellectual  and  scientific  teach- 
ing.     Personal    example    and  personal 
affection  are  its  true  soil.     When  this  fact 
is  thoroughly  grasped   by  Japanese  tea 
chers,  we  shall  no  longer  have  any  need 
to  complain  of  the  absence  of  moral  educa- 
tion in  Japanese  schools. 


THE  ADDRESS  TO  THE  THRONE. 


THE  House  of  Representatives  has  at 
length  fired  its  shot  at  the  Govern 
ment.    All  parties  were  anxious  that  a  gun 
of  some  kind  should  be  discharged,  but  for 
a  time  they  failed  to  agree  about  the  kind 
of  ammunition   with  which  it  should  be 
loaded.    The  Six  Sections  of  the  Opposi 
tion  wanted  to  put  in  dynamite,  or  nitro 
glycerine,  orsomeother particularly  violent 
explosive.    The  Radicals  wished  for  slow 
burning  powder,  and  would  not  have  seri 
ously  objected  to  a  blank  cartridge.  This 
divergence  of  view  about  materials  threa 
tened.at  first,  to  prevent  the  discharge  alto 
gether.    But  as  all  parties  felt  themselves 
morally  bound  to  bombard  the  Cabinet 
somehow  or  other,  the  Six  Sections  because 
they  really  wanted  to  fire  the  Ministry  out 
of  office,  and  the  Radicals  because  they 
wanted  to  re-assert  their  independence 
mode  of  agreement  was  at  length  thought 
to  have  been  discovered.    A  Special  Com 
mittee  was  appointed  to  amend  an  Address 
to  the  Throne  emanating  from  the  Radicals 
The  Address,  in  its  original  form,  was  not 
vehemently  denunciatory.     It  arraigned 


the  Government  on  the  charge  of  having 
nsufficiently  carried  out  the  reforms  indi- 
cated by  the  celebrated  Imperial  Rescript 
of  the  Fourth  Session,  and  it  prayed  the 
SOVEREIGN  to  instruct  the  Ministers  of 
State  to  "shape  their  conduct  in  such  a 
manner   as    to   bring  about  harmonious 
cooperation    between    the  Government 
and  the  Diet."    The  Special  Committee 
charged  with  the  duty  of  amending  this 
Address  was  nominated  by   the  Presi- 
dent, and  he,  being  a  strong  partisan  of 
the  Six  Sections,  naturally  placed  a  ma- 
jority of    their    representatives    on  the 
Committee.    From  that  moment  the  cha- 
racter of  the  amendments  could,  of  course, 
be  pretty  clearly  predicted.    The  task  the 
Committee-men  had  to  discharge  was  not 
difficult,  when   approached  as  they  ap 
proached  it.   Had  they  sought  to  introduce 
amendments  such  as  would  command  the 
endorsement  of  the  Radicals,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  satisfying  the  Six  Sections, 
they  must  have  failed  signally.  Therefore 
they  confined  themselves  to  the  compara 
tively  simple  course  of  winning  over  a  little 
coterie  of  so-called  "  Independents  "  who 
vacillated  between  the  two  camps,  and 
whose  adherence  to  either  would  give  it 
a  majority.    That  they  could  reasonably 
hope  to  effect,  for  the  Independents  were 
always  prepared  to  gravitate  in  any  direc 
tion  that  offered  an  opportunity  of  saving 
their  conscience  without  sacrificing  their 
consistency.    Here,  then,  are  the  amend 
ments  made  by  the  Committee: — 

Amendments  and  In- 


Original  Addkess. 

The  Ministers  of  State 
have,  of  late  years,  adopt- 
ed measures  at  variance 
with  the  wishes  ami  ex- 
pectations of  the  nation. 


TERPOLATIONS. 

The  Ministers  of  State 
have,  of  late  years,  failed 
to  discharge  their  duties 
in  respect  of  affairs  of 
State,  both  at  home  and 
alroad,  and,  in  some  cases 
their  errors  have  cause 
trouble  to  the  Imperia 
House. 

Specially  unsatisfactory 
has  been  their  conduct  in 
the  sphere  of  foreign 
affairs,  for  they  have  fol 
lowed  an  ease-loving  and 
temporizing  policy,  their 
only  anxiety  being  to  pre 
serve  the  goodwill  of  fo 
reigners,  and  they  have 
completely  reversed  the 
attitude  which  they  ought 
to  maintain  to  their  own 
countrymen  and  foreign 
ers  respectively. 

Such  conduct  on  the 
T>art  of  the  Ministers 
State,  we  apprehend, 
contrary  to  the  gracious 
wishes  of  Your  Majesty 


But  the  Ministers  of 
State  make  it  impossible 
for  us.  We  humbly  pray 
for  Your  Majesty's  graci 
ous  and  enlightened  judg 
ment. 


Such  a  temporizing 
policy  is  totally  incapable 
of  giving  satisfaction  to 
the  people,  and  is,  we  ap- 
prehend, contrary  to  the 
gracious  wishes  of  Your 
Majesty. 

But  the  action  of  the 
Ministers  of  State  makes 
it  impossible  for  us  to 
keep  silence.  We  humbly 
pray  that  Your  Majesty 
may  graciously  be  pleased 
to  adopt  the  wishes  of  the 
people  and  bid  the  Mini- 
sters of  State  shape  their 
conduct  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  bring  about  har- 
monious cooperation  be- 
tween the  Government 
and  the  Diet. 

The  first  amendment  constitutes  a  much 
more  sweeping  denunciation  of  the  Mini- 
stry than  the  corresponding  clause  of  the 
Original  Address.  In  domestic  and  foreign 
affairs  alike  the  Cabinet  is  accused  of  fail- 


ing to  discharge  its  duty,  and  the  favourite 
allegation  of  the  Opposition,  namely,  that 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  take  refuge 
under  the  SOVEREIGN'S  sleeve,  is  hinted 
in  the  phrase  "in  some  cases  their  errors 
have  caused  trouble  to  the  Imperial  House." 
It  is  singular  that  the  leaders  of  the  Op- 
position should  rely  so  implicitly  on  the 
blindness  and  credulity  of  the  public  as  to 
imagine  that,  while  in  every  instance  they 
themselves    have    had    recourse    to  the 
Throne,  they  can    still    gravely  pretend 
to  transfer  to  the  Cabinet  the  respon- 
sibility of  troubling  the  SOVEREIGN.  The 
most  interesting  amendment  however,  js 
the    clause    interpolated   with  referen.ce 
to  foreign    policy.     This,    we  presume, 
is    intended    to   embody    the  principle 
of  Strict  Enforcement,  but  truly  a  less 
straightforward   and   more    shuffling  de- 
vice  to  save   their   face  could  scarcely 
have  been  conceived  by  the  Six  Sections. 
The  great  question  of  Strict  Enforcement, 
the  question  that  involved  dissolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  an  ap- 
peal to  the  country;  the  question  that 
inspired  a  Representation  to  the  Govern- 
ment last  session,  with  a  voluminous  ap- 
pendix of  reasons  and  with  correlated  pro- 
jects of  vexatious  and  retrogressive  laws, 
this  question  now  dwindles  into  a  vague 
allegation  that  the  Government  has  fol- 
lowed   an   ease-loving   and  temporizing 
policy,  has  been  over-anxious  to  conciliate 
foreigners,  and  has  reversed  the  attitude 
it  ought  to  maintain  toward  aliens  and 
its  own  nationals  respectively.     Nor  is 
invertebrate    vagueness    the    only  fault 
of   this   interpolation.     The  Committee 
themselves,  when  directly  questioned,  did 
not  venture  to  assert  that  they  intended 
to  refer  to  Strict  Enforcement.  They 
shuffled  out  of  the  dilemma  by  saying  that 
every  one  was  at  liberty  to  interpret  the 
clause  after  his  own  fancy!    In  such  a 
fiasco  does  the  grand  movement  of  last 
session  end!    From  a  cut  and  dry  protest 
against   the    manner   of    enforcing  the 
treaties,  an  exhaustive  analysis    of  the 
Government's   sins    of  omission   in  re- 
spect of  them,  and  a  circumstantial  pro- 
gramme of  strict  reform,  the  Opposition 
have  passed  to  a  nebulous  declaration  of 
animosity   against  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  and  of  umbrage  against  the  sem- 
blance of  foreign  superiority.  Nobody 
need  be  much  disturbed  about  such  an 
issue  when  compared  with  the  agitation 
that  preceded  it.     Of  course  the  Radicals 
voted  en  bloc  against  the  amended  Ad- 
dress.    But  it  enlisted  the  sympathies  of 
the  waverers  among  the  "  Independents." 
It  is  precisely  in  such  indefinite  generali- 
ties that  an  "  independent  "  conscience 
finds  a  welcome  refuge.    Probably,  too, 
the  immediately  previous  fracas  between 
the  House  and  the  Government  Delegates 
influenced  some  votes.     For  the  Opposi- 
tion introduced  the  Address  as  an  urgency 
motion  so  as  to  take  astute  tactical  advant- 
age of  the  House's  heated  mood.  Nine 
"Independents,"  who  had  voted  against 
the  Opposition's  Address  on  the  17th  of 
May,  seem  to  have  supported  the  Address 
of  the  31st,  and  one  was  probably  absent. 
The  numbers  on  the  two  occasions  were  as 
follow :» — 

Division  on  May  iJth.   Division  on  May  jist. 

Against  ilie  Address   ...  149    139 

For  the  Address    144    153 

The  House  has  again  invited  the  Em- 
PEROR'S  decision,  and  should  it  be  favour- 
able to  the  Ministers,  they  will  doubtless 
be  again  charged  with  "troubling  the 
Imperial  House." 
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HOUSK  01  l'KBUS. 


The  House  met  at  10.35  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

I. — Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Control  of  Imitation  Paper 
Money,    Report  of  Special  Committee. 

j.— Private  Bill  for  amending  the  Newspaper  Regulations.  Re- 
port of  Special  Committee, 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Bill  for  the  control  of  Imitation  Paper  Money 
was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  with  some  few  amend- 
ments. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  power  which 
the  Bill  conferred  on  the  police  of  confiscating 
imitation  money  wherever  found,  however  in- 
nocent might  be  its  possessor's  purpose. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo  moved  that  the  Order  of 
the  Day  be  changed  for  the  purpose  of  at  once 
taking  the  Railway  Bills  sent  up  from  the  Lower 
House. 

The  House  agreed,  and  the  five  Bills  were 
entrusted  to  a  Special  Committee  nominated  by 
the  President,  with  instructions  to  report  in  four 
days. 

The  Second  Reading  of  the  Imitation  Paper 
Money  Bill  was  voted,  but  the  House  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  the  reading  at  once. 

Mr.  Kioura  Keigo,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee  charged  with  the  examination  of  the 
Press  Law  Amendment  Bill,  reported  that  the 
Committee  was  divided  in  its  opinion.  Some 
members  contended  that  to  endue  the  police 
with  competence  to  suspend  a  journal  was  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution  and  a  violation  of  the 
principle  of  free  speech.  They  further  asserted 
that  the  power  was  often  abused,  so  that  news- 
papers were  suspended,  not  in  the  interests  of 
public  peace,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment's peace.  The  other  side,  while  admitting 
the  principle  involved  in  these  arguments,  al- 
leged that  unfortunately  the  development  of  the 
newspaper  press  had  not  yet  reached  a  point 
justifying  the  abolition  of  the  power  in  question, 
and  that  daily  experience  proved  its  indispens- 
ability.  The  latter  view  had  found  a  majority 
of  supporters. 

Mr.  Murakami  Keisaku  asked  to  be  informed 
in  what  respect  each  of  the  journals  suspended 
since  Count  Ito  became  Prime  Minister  had 
threatened  to  disturb  the  public  peace.  He  also 
desired  to  know  whether  the  Special  Committee 
considered  that  the  power  had  been  abused. 

Mr.  Kioura  Keigo  replied  that  the  members 
of  the  Committee  had  their  own  views  as  in- 
dividuals with  regard  to  the  question  of  abuse. 
They  held  that  there  had  been  occasional  abuses. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  the  power 
of  suspension  should  be  preserved,  but  that  the 
authorities  be  required  to  indicate  the  matter 
on  account  of  which  suspension  was  ordered. 

Viscount  Funabashi  inquired  whether  a  news 
paper  would  be  entitled  to  offer  an  explanation 
exculpating  the  impugned  matter,  and  if  not, 
whether  the  system  would  not  still  remain  open 
to  grave  abuses. 

Mr.  Kioura  answered  that  it  was  not  contem 
plated  to  secure  such  a  privilege  to  the  news 
papers.  The  idea  of  the  Committee  was  that 
by  requiring  the  Authorities  to  indicate  the 
implicated  matter,  the  door  would  be  closed  to 
many  possible  abuses.  The  police  would  not 
be  able  to  suspend  a  journal  without  plainly 
sufficient  reason.  If  they  did,  public  opinion 
and  the  Diet's  action  would  soon  restrain  them. 

Marquis  Kuroda,  a  member  of  the  Special 
Committee,  presented  a  minority  report  to  the 
effect  that  the  power  of  suspension  was  in 
reality  applied  by  way  of  punishment,  and  not  by 
way  of  prevention,  as  the  Authorities  claimed  ; 
that  other  and  ample  means  of  preserving  public 
peace  and  good  order  existed  ;  that  the  progress 
of  society  was  only  checked  by  treating  it  as 
though  it  did  not  progress,  and  that  if  the  arbi- 
trary power  of  suspension  was  abrogated,  public 
opinion  and  their  own  sense  of  self-respect 
would  soon  impose  the  necessary  restraint  upon 
editors  of  newspapers. 

Mr.  Miura  Yasu  had  supported  the  abolition 
of  the  power  of  suspension  in  the  fourth  session 
of  the  Diet,  but  experience  had  since  convinced 


him  that  the  power  could  not  yet  be  completely 
dispensed  with.  (Viscount  Tuni  asked  whether 
his  experience  had  been  acquired  since  he  be- 
came Governor  of  Tokyo).  In  the  same  way 
Viscount  Torio  had  previously  opposed  the 
abolition  of  the  power,  but  he  now  .supported  it. 

Viscount  Soga  said  that  the  old  proveib  spoke 
of  getting  out  of  the  valleys  and  ascending  the 
hills  of  progress,  but  did  not  speak  of  leaving 
the  hills  and  returning  to  the  valleys.  He  re- 
commended Mr.  Miura  Yasu  to  adhere  to  his 
original  altitude  towards  this  Bill. 

This  announcement  led  to  a  desultory  dis- 
cussion, several  members  preferring  questions 
to  Mr.  Miura,  which  he  either  ignored  or  an- 
swered in  the  briefest  terms. 

The  question  with  reference  to  suspensions 
of  newspapers  since  Count  Ito  became  Prime 
Minister  having  been  pressed,  the  Government 
Delegate  said  that  he  had  not  come  provided 
with  documents  to  answer  such  a  question. 

Mr.  Kioura  said  that,  according  to  information 
submitted  to  the  Special  Committee,  the  number 
of  journals  suspended  in  1892  had  been  87; 
the  number  suspended  in  1893  had  also  been 
87,  and  the  number  suspended  up  to  the  present 
in  the  current  year  had  been  56.  The  greater 
part  had  suffered  owing  to  disturbance  of  the 
public  peace,  but  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  refer 
to  their  cases  in  detail. 

Viscount  Tani  had  always  considered  this 
power  of  suspension  unconstitutional  %nd  be- 
lieved that  it  could  not  be  too  soon  abolished. 
He  observed  that  since  the  Ito  Cabinet  came 
into  power  on  the  4th  of  August,  1892,  no  less 
than  93  different  newspapers  and  periodicals 
lad  fallen  under  sentence  of  suspension,  and 
the  number  of  suspensions  had  been  151,  the 
aggregate  periods  of  suspension  being  1,681 
days.    When  it  was  remembered  that  each  of 
these  newspapers  employed  from  25  to  130  or 
140  men  daily,  the  nature  of  the  power  wielded 
by  the  Executive  could  be  appreciated.  Why 
had  suspensions  been  so  numerous  under  the 
rule  of  the  present  Cabinet.    He  thought  it  was 
because  the  Cabinet  had  forfeited  public  con- 
fidence.   Like  a  sick  man  shrinking  from  every 
loud  noise,  the  Ministers  shrank  from  expres 
sions  of  journalistic  opinion,  which  were  really 
an  excellent  medicine  for  them.    It  was  al- 
leged   that   suspension   was   usually  ordered 
for   the   purpose   of   preventing  disturbance 
of  the  public  peace.    For  his  own  part,  in  only 
one  case  could  he  perceive  that  such  a  conten- 
tion applied.    That  was  the  case  of  the  Jiyu 
Shimbun  when  it  published  the  so-called  reve- 
lations about  the  Fujita-gumi  business.  In 
truth,  the  power  of  suspension  was  exercised  not 
to  preserve  public  peace  but  to  preserve  official 
peace.    It  was  remarkable  that  ihe  newspapers 
favourable  to  the  Government  never  suffered. 
Even  if  the  men  who  wielded  the  power  were  per- 
sons of  erudition  and  discernment  some  excuse 
might  be  found.     But  they  were  petty  officials, 
quite  incompetent  to  be  entrusted  with  such  a 
responsibility.    In  fine,  the  whole  thing  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  country's  civilization  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.    He  earnestly  exhort- 
ed the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  in  the  form  sent 
up  from  the  Representatives. 

Marquis  Daigo  would  prefer  the  existing  Law 
to  the  proposed  law,  and  certainly  preferred  the 
Committee's  amendments  to  the  Representa- 
tives' draft. 

Mr.  Suyematsu  Kencho,  Government  Dele- 
gate, observed  with  regard  to  Viscount  Tani's 
remarks,  that  the  business  of  running  a  news- 
paper must  not  be  regarded  in  the  same  light 
as  any  ordinary  money-making  enterprise. 
There  were  undoubtedly  journals  conducted  on 
purely  financial  lines,  but  there  were  also  many 
journals  the  proprietors  of  which  thought  far 
less  of  making  money  than  of  ventilating  certain 
views  or  promoting  a  certain  cause.  Such 
journals  were  always  prepared  for  suspension, 
and  the  cessation  of  their  employes'  bread-earn- 
ing opportunities  was  not  to  be  largely  taken 
into  account.  Besides,  there  was  no  question 
that  the  newspapers  themselves  often  derived 
benefit  from  the  restraint  that  suspension  placed 
upon  their  tendency  to  licence  of  language. 


Viscount  Tain's  method  of  regarding  the  (jiies- 
lion  seemed  to  err  on  the  Hide  of  scntimentalism. 

Viscount  Soga  inquired  as  to  the  truth  of  a 
rumour  that  it  was  customary  to  put  marks 
against  a  newspaper,  and  that  when  the  maiks 
reached  10,  the  paper  was  Kuspended. 

Mr.  Suyematsu  replied  that  no  such  system 
was  followed. 

Mr.  Kikuchi  Takeo  thought  that  the  power 
of  suspension  had  been  necessary  some  years 
ago,  but  that  the  time  for  exercising  it  had  long 
past.  No  disturbance  of  public  peace  was  any 
longer  to  be  apprehended  in  connection  with 
political  affairs,  however  strongly  the  news- 
papers might  write.  The  fact  was  that  public 
opinion  had  been  a  much  more  effective  factor 
of  control  than  the  Government  itself.  It  would 
be  much  to  the  country's  credit  to  abolish  this 
obnoxious  power,  so  liable  to  abuse  and  so  often 
?ibused,  and  it  would  be  equally  to  the  country's 
discredit  did  the  fact  go  abroad  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  opposed  such  a  reform  in  despite  of 
the  House  or  Representatives'  frequently  ex- 
pressed opinion.  He  urged  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  to  abandon  their  nervous  policy,  and  abide 
manfully  by  public  opinion. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo  had  been  for  many  years 
directly  connected  as  an  official  with  the  control 
of  newspapers  and  felt  qualified  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  While  holding  an 
official  position  he  admitted  that  he  had  per- 
ceived some  necessity  for  the  power  of  suspen- 
sion, but  wiser  counsels  had  prevailed  with 
him.  The  Newspaper  Regulations  had  been 
promulgated  in  1875,  an<^  the  idea  at  that 
time  among  officials  had  been  that  such  regu- 
lations could  not  be  carried  out.  He  was  then 
the  Foreign  Office,  and    subsequently  on 


in 

his  transfer  to  the  Home  Office  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  discharged  duties  connected 
with  the  control  of  newspapers.  Very  ardu- 
ous and  unpleasant  duties  they  had  been, 
entailing  the  receipt  of  many  threatening  let- 
ters. His  experience  then  garnered  and  sub- 
sequently confirmed  was  that  one  might  as 
well  seek  to  check  the  flow  of  a  river  as  to 
close  men's  mouths.  No  Government  was 
strong  enough  to  control  the  nation's  tongue. 
Any  attempt  to  do  so  merely  brought  the  Govern- 
ment into  contempt  or  impaired  its  authority. 
Many  amendments  of  the  Press  Regulations 
had  been  made,  all  in  a  liberal  and  progressive 
sense ;  but  the  power  of  suspension  had  been 
reserved  to  the  Executive  throughout.  It  was 
emphatically  an  unconstitutional  power  and  one 
that  could  not  be  too  quickly  done  away  with. 
As  for  the  Committee's  proposed  amendment,  it 
reminded  him  of  the  man  who,  having  been  in 
the  habit  of  stealing  5  or  6  of  his  neighbours' 
chickens  daily,  made  up  his  mind  to  reform 
but  in  order  to  avoid  inconvenient  scarcity 
in  his  larder,  limited  his  repentence  to  the 
diurnal  theft  of  2  chickens  only.  The  amend- 
ment was  a  miserable  affair,  temporizing  and  un- 
manly. Everything  counselled  the  total  abolition 
of  a  power  so  unconstitutional  and  uncivilized. 

Mr.  Kato  Hiroyuki  did  not  fully  approve  of 
either  the  original  Bill  or  the  Committee's  amend- 
ments. He  thought  that  the  country  stood  in 
need  of  a  new  law  having  special  reference  to 
measures  for  preventing  violations  of  the  public 
peace.  But  as  there  was  no  immediate  prospect 
of  such  a  law  being  enacted,  he  should  vote  for 
the  amended  Bill. 

The  House  voted  to  carry  the  Bill  to  a 
Second  Reading,  and  to  proceed  with  the 
reading  at  once. 

The  Bill  as  amended  by  the  Committee  was 
passed  by  a  vote  of  94  to  90,  the  Third  Read- 
ing being  voted  at  once. 
The  House  rose  at  4  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF"  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.15  p.m.,  the  Order  of  the 
Day  being  : — 

1,— Government  Bill  relating  to  Disbursements  from  the  Re- 
serve for  the  35th  year  of  Meiji. 

a, — Government  Bill  relating  to  Expenditures  over  and  abore 
the  Items  in  the  Budget  for  the  25th  year  of  Meiji. 

3.  — Government  Bill  relating  to  Disbursements  from  the  Re- 

serve for  the  26th  year  of  Meiji. 

4.  — Bill  relating  to  the  Powers  of  the  Diet  in  connection  with 

the  Final  Accounts  of  the  Treasury. 

5.  — Bill  relating  to  Deferred  Payment  of  Taxes  in  Districts 

devastated  by  Earthquakes. 

6.  — Bill  for  abolishing  the  Special  System  of  Local  Government 

in  Tokyo,  Kyoto,  and  Osaka. 
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<j.  Bill  for  supplementing  the  Local  Government  System. 

8.— Bill  for  amending  the  Law  relating  to  Dealers  in  Second- 
hand Goods. 

The  following  reply  from  the  Government  to 
a  Question  relating  to  Judicial  Removals  was 
read  : — 

A  aUKSTlON   RBLATING  TO   THE   REMOVAL  OF 
JUDGES. 

Article  LXXIV.  of  the  Law  of  the  Organization 
of  Law  Courts  provides  that  "  when  in  conse- 
quence of  enfeeblement  of  physical  strength  01 
mental  faculties  a  Judge  becomes  unable  to  dis- 
chaige  his  duties,  the  Minister  of  State  for  Justice 
may,  with  the  approval  of  a  general  assembly  of 
an  Appeal  Com  I  or  the  Supreme  Court,  order  said 
judge  10  retire  from  the  judicial  service."  Thus, 
whenever  the  Minister  oi  Slate  for  Justice  orders 
judges  to  1  etii  e  from  active  service,  his  action  must 
be  based  on  two  conditions  :  one,  the  enfeebleinen  t 
of  the  constitution  or  mental  faculties  of  the  judge 
removed;  the  other,  the  resolution  of  a  general 
assembly  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  or  the  Supreme 
Court.  Despite  this  fact,  of  the  judges  ordered 
to  retire  from  •  service  since  last  year  the  ma- 
jority have  enjoyed  special  compensation  either 
in  the  form  of  promotion  or  of  an  inciease 
of  salaiy  on  the  day  preceding  the  lecep- 
tion  of  such  an  order  or  on  the  day  itself.  So 
judges  who  held  posts  in  District  Courts  received 
special  appointments  as  superintendent  judges  of 
those  couits,  while  the  retiring  magistrates  of 
Local  or  Appeal  Couits  were  appointed  Chief 
Judges  of  the  sections  of  the  Courts  of  Appeal,  or 
were  given  similar  posts  in  Local  Couits.  Now 
if  the  removal  of  these  judges  was  really  in  con- 
sequence of  physical  or  mental  incapacity,  there 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  have  enjoyed  such 
special  treatment  or  have  been  appointed  lo  posts 
of  such  importance.  The  whole  procedure  must 
be  regarded  as  self-contradictory.  It  is,  more- 
over, stated  that  of  the  judges  thus  ordered  to 
reiinguish  their  positions,  very  few  leceived  this 
command  as  the  result  of  the  voice  of  a  general 
assembly  of  an  Appeal  or  the  Supreme  Court. 
And  if  this  be  true,  the  two  conditions  specified  in 
Ai  tide  LXXIV.  of  the  Law  above  referred  were 
wholly  neglected,  and  the  arrangements  made 
we  consequently  of  an  illegal  character.  We  desire 
lo  have  a  reply  on  these  points. 

But  even  supposing  that  the  retirement  of  these 
judges  was  due  10  a  request  prefeired  by  them- 
selves, there  is  slill  a  point  open  to  serious  doubt, 
i.e.,  the  piovision  relating  to  judicial  retiiemeut 
being  thus  evidently  established  for  the  especial 
purpose  of  rewarding  those  enfeebled  in  body  or 
mind,  they  are  a  sort  of  guarantee  of  pension,  for 
without  being  called  upon  in  any  way  to  dischai  ge 
official  duties, such  a  judgeis  seen  to  enjoy  remune- 
ration for  no  work  during  his  life  time.  For  this 
reason,  special  treatment  of  this  nature  sliould  not 
be  accorded  except  in  such  cases  as  are  specially 
provided  for  by  law.  Should  the  Government  grant 
such  a  pension  lo  judges  who  have  applied  for  per- 
mission lo  retire  fi  om  service,  this  would  amount  to 
giving  an  unearned  salary  to  officials  who 
have  volunlai  ily  relinquished  their  official  duties. 
Moieover,  to  judges  who  have  been  promoted  in 
grade  01  had  their  salaries  increased,  so  to  speak, 
in  ihe  morning,  ihe  notice  of  their  dismissal  from 
seivice  has  been  given  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.  Such  an  aclion  is  surely  not  only  at  variance 
with  die  law  itself  but  also  cannot  be  characterized 
oihei  wise  as  unfair. 

The  above  Question  is  put  ill  accoi  dance  with 
Article  XLVI1I.  of  the  Law  of  the  Houses.  We 
await  an  immediate  reply. 

Presented  by  SUZUKI  JuBI. 

Supported  by  Shigeoka  Kungoro  and  34 
others. 

REPLY  OV  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  THE  ABOVE. 
Willi  reference  lo  the  dismissal  of  judges,  a  safe- 
guard  is  found  in  Article  LVIII.  of  the  Impetial 
Constitution.  Rased  oil  this  safe-guaid,  the 
Law  of  the  Organization  of  Law  Courts  has 
specified  cases  wilh  lespecl  to  the  removal  of 
official  functions,  change  of  locality,  suspension 
or  dismissal  from  seivice,  diminution  of  salary, 
and  retirement  from  active  service.  These  pio- 
visious,  however,  are  confined  to  those  instances 
in  which  the  judges  do  not  give  their  consent, 
and  have  thus  no  application  to  cases  where 
such  consent  is  signified.  Article  LXXIII.  of 
the  Law  of  the  Oiganization  of  Judicial  Courts 
provides  that  "a  judge  shall  not,  against  his 
will,  be  either  removed  to  any  other  official 
position,  or  transferred  from  one  Court  to 
another,  or  be  suspended  from  exercising  his 
judicial  functions,  or  suffer  dismissal,  or  have  his 
salary  deci  eased,  unless  by  virtue  of  a  criminal 
sentence  or  as  a  disciplinary  punishment."  The 
special  insertion  of  the  words  "against  his  will  " 
show,  indirectly,  that  no  other  condition  is  requisite 
with  reference  to  removals,  etc.,  in  consequence  of 
voluntary  preference.  Article  LXXIV.  of  the  same 


Law  piovides  thai  when,  in  consequence  of  the  en- 
feeblement of  the  physical  constitution  or  mental 
faculties,  a  judge  finds  himself  incapable  of  dis- 
chaiging  his  official  duties,  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Justice  may,  acting  in  accordance  with  ihe  re- 
solution of  a  general  meeting  of  a  Court  of  Appeal 
or  the  Supreme  Court,  order  him  to  retire  from 
the  judicial  service.  The  weakening  of  physical 
or  mental  vigour  constitutes  a  valid  cause  for 
dismissal,  so  when  such  a  cause  exists  the  Mini- 
ster of  Justice  has  the  right  to  order  such  a  judge 
lo  retire  from  actual  service,  even  though  it  be 
contrary  to  the  latter's  will.  In  providing  for 
ihe  issue  of  an  order  relating  to  compulsory  re- 
tiiemeut, the  act  determining  the  cause  thereof 
is,  with  a  view  to  imposing  a  restraint  on  the 
pressure  of  others,  not  left  lo  the  sole  disposal  of 
ihe  executive  officials,  but  is  made  dependent  upon 
a  resolution  passed  by  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Supieme  Court  or  a  Court  of  Appeal.  On  the 
other  hand,  when,  in  consequence  of  physical  or 
mental  debility,  a  judge  realizes  his  incapability 
of  discharging  his  duties  and  hence  applies 
for  pei  mission  to  retire  from  active  sei  vice, 
the  existence  of  the  cause  of  dismissal  being  fully 
comprehended  by  the  judge  himself  and  the  act 
itself  in  no  way  contrary  lo  his  inclinations,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  a  general  judicial  assembly  to 
pass  a  resolution  in  the  required  sense.  There  are 
some  judges  who,  after  receiving  an  increase  of 
salay  or  having  been  promoted  in  rank,  have  at 
once  been  placed  on  the  retired  list.  This  is  simply 
in  accordance  wilh  usages  handed  down  from 
former  times,  according  lo  which  special  procedure 
is  observed  in  the  case  of  those  judges  who  have  ren- 
dered meritious  services  lo  Ihe  Slate  for  a  long  series 
of  yeart.  In  the  Question  it  is  stated  that  "  even 
supposing  thai  the  retirement  of  these  judges  is 
due  to  a  request  preferred  by  themselves,  there  is 
still  a  point  open  to  serious  doubt,  i.e.  the  pro- 
vision relating  to  judicial  retirement  being 
evidently  established  for  the  special  purpose  of 
rewarding  those  enfeebled  in  body  or  mind, 
ihey  are  a  sort  of  guarantee  of  pension,  for  with- 
out being  called  upon  in  any  way  to  dischaige 
official  duties,  such  a  judge  is  sure  to  enjoy  re- 
muneration for  no  work  during  his  life-time."  And 
yet  in  Article  LXXVIL,  of  the  same  Law,  it  is 
provided  that  "judges,  upon  their  retirement  from 
active  service,  shall  be  pensioned  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Pension  Law.  Now,  this 
pension  is  to  be  enjoyed  according  to  the  number 
of  years  of  sei  vice,  but  il  does  not  by  any  means 
follow  that  every  judge  ordered  to  retire  from 
judicial  service  shall  receive  a  pension.  Article 
III.  of  Impei  ial  Notification,  No.  254,  issued 
in  1890,  provides  that"  when  a  judge,  whose 
tenure  of  office  extends  over  a  period  of  more  than 
fifteen  years  applies  for  suspension  from  active 
seivice  (kyushoku)  in  consequence  of  any  in- 
capacity to  dischaige  his  official  duties  owing  to 
disease  or  any  other  cause,  the  Minister  of  Slate 
for  Justice  may  order  him  to  suspend  his  judicial 
functions."  It  is  fuither  provided  in  Article  IV. 
of  the  same  Notification  that  a  judge  whose  judi- 
cial functions  are  interrupted  "shall  receive  a 
salary  equivalent  to  one-third  of  the  amount  drawn 
pi  ior  to  such  interruption."  In  view  of  these  stipu- 
lations, il  is  quile  proper,  legally  considered,  that 
a  judge,  upon  retiring  from  service,  should,  like 
any  other  ordinary  Government  official,  receive  a 
pension  if  his  tenure  of  office  has  exceeded  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  said  pension  to  be  equi- 
valent lo  one-foui  th  of  ihe  salary  drawn  by  him 
prior  to  his  retirement. 

(Signed)  Yoshikawa  Akimasa, 

Minister  of  State  for  Justice. 

May  19th,  27th  year  of  Meiji  (1894). 

Mr.  Kynchi  Shin  presented  a  Question  relat- 
ing to  Okinawa  Prefecture(the  Loochoolslands). 
He  said  that  the  Okinawa  Islands  could  not  yet 
be  considered  as  thoroughly  incorporated  with 
the  empire  of  Japan.  Some  of  the  people  still  re- 
garded China  as  their  father  though  they  count- 
ed Japan  their  mother.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
adopt  every  possible  means  of  winning  the 
affections  of  the  inhabitants  and  proving  to  them 
that  their  material  interests  would  be  best  con- 
sulted by  a  spirit  of  unreserved  allegiance  to 
Japan.  Was  such  a  policy  pursued  ?  He  doubt- 
ed it,  and  the  cause  of  his  doubt  was  the  fact  con- 
cerning which  his  question  was  asked.  It  appear- 
ed that  a  tract  of  land  measuring  1,500  cho  (3,750 
acres)  had  been  leased  bv  the  Government  to 
Mr.  Matsuoka  Koki,  now  Vice-Minister  of  State 
for  Home  Affairs,  and  nine  others,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  petition  from  the  lessees  represent- 
ing themselves  as  desirous  of  establishing  in 
Okinawa  a  sugar  refinery  according  to  foreign 
methods.    It  was  understood  that  this  project 


was  planned  at  the  time  of  Count  Inouye's 
visit  to  Hokkaido,  and  that  Marquis  Hachi- 
suka  was  interested  in  it.  Among  the  lessees 
appeared  the  names  of  a  nephew  of  the 
Governor  of  Okinawa  Prefecture  and  of  a  Mana- 
ger of  Marquis  Hachisuka's.  Nothing  had  yet 
been  done  toward  establishing  the  sugar  re- 
finery, and  it  was  understood  that  a  proposal 
from  some  of  the  local  folks  who  desired  to  rent 
a  part  of  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  planting 
sugar-canes  had  been  accepted  by  the  lessees, 
who  not  only  held  such  a  large  tract  without 
applying  it  to  the  alleged  purpose,  but  were 
also  endeavouring  to  secure  a  further  grant  of 
3,000  cho  (7,500  acres).  He  desired  to  know, 
first,  whether  the  Government,  in  leasing  this 
land  to  the  petitioners,  had  really  believed  that 
there  existed  a  bond  fide  intention  of  establish- 
ing a  sugar  refinery.  Secondly,  if  such  inten- 
tion existed,  when  and  where  was  the  factory 
to  be  established,  and  why  was  such  a  large 
tract  of  land  required  ?  Thirdly,  why  had  the 
lessees  been  left  to  deal  with  the  matter  as  they 
pleased,  not  taking  any  steps  to  establish  a  re- 
finery and  contenting  themselves  with  reclaim- 
ing a  mere  fraction  of  the  land  by  sub-leasing 
it?  Fourthly,  was  not  Mr.  Matsuoka's  connec- 
tion with  such  an  enterprise  distinctly  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Official  Discipline  Regulations? 

Mr.  Dai  Kokwa  preferred  a  Question  with  re- 
ference to  sealing  in  Japanese  waters.  It  was 
notorious,  he  said,  that  foreign  vessels  freely  en- 
gaged in  sealing  operations  within  the  territorial 
waters  of  Japan  off  the  coasts  of  Hokkaido, 
Ogasawara  (theBonins)  and  Sagarenjima.  Why 
were  no  steps  taken  to  check  these  depredations  ? 
Western  Powers,  as  Great  Britain,  Russia,  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  so  forth,  had 
entered  into  mutual  agreements  for  the  purpose 
of  restraining  foreign  trespassers  in  pursuit  of 
marine  animals,  and  one  consequence  of  these 
agreements  had  been  that  the  poachers  had  been 
impelled  to  devote  their  attention  still  more 
closely  to  Japanese  waters.  He  desired  to  know 
what  policy  the  Government  intended  to  pursue 
for  the  restraint  of  such  marauders. 

Mr.  Moriya  Konosuke,  Chairman  of  the  Bud- 
get Committee,  reported  in  favour  of  the*  first 
Bill  on  the  Order,  explaining  that  the  expendi- 
tures tabulated  therein  had  been  found  correct. 

After  a  few  questions  the  Bill  was  passed,  as 
was  also  the  second  Bill. 

On  coming  to  the  third  Bill,  Mr.  Kashiwada 
asked  whether  the  grants-in-aid  in  connection 
with  the  Chicago  Exhibition  had  been  made 
on  the  basis  of  exhibitors  or  of  exhibits,  and 
if  on  the  latter  basis,  whether  grants  had  been 
given  irrespective  of  the  profits  made  by  the 
exhibitor. 

The  Government  Delegate  replied  that  the 
grants  had  been  made  on  the  basis  of  exhibits.  As 
to  the  second  question,  although  it  was  undoubt- 
ed that  Japan's  reputation  had  been  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  Exhibition,  the  immediate 
financial  result  had  been  far  from  favourable, 
owing  to  the  commercial  depression  existing 
abroad  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of 
silver. 

Mr.  Node  Shozaburo  asked  for  explanations 
with  regard  to  an  item  of  45,000  yen  of  secret 
service  money  appearing  in  the  Home  Depart- 
ment's appropriations  as  outlay  in  connection 
with  the  general  elections.  How  and  for  what 
purposes  had  the  money  been  spent  ?  Similar 
expenditures  had  been  incurred,  he  understood, 
on  similar  occasions  in  the  past,  and  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  an  explicit  understanding.  He 
observed  also  an  item  of  46,000^?/  as  travelling 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  elections.  How 
had  that  money  been  employed  ?  Rumour  said 
that  in  a  certain  prefecture  the  grant  for  travel- 
ling expenses  had  been  so  large  that  the  offi- 
cials experienced  difficulty  in  expending  it.  Had 
any  such  fact  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government  ? 

Mr.  Matsuoka,  Government  Delegate,  said 
that  the  money  had  been  appropriated  in  small 
sums  of  varying  magnitude  to  the  different 
localities  throughout  the  empire,  and  had  been 
expended  in  the  discharge  of  the  exceptional 
duties  inevitably  devolving  on  officials  at  such  a 
time.  He  was  not  prepared  at  the  moment  to 


June  2,  1804.] 


THE   JAPAN   WEEKLY  MAIL 


663 


state  the  exact  figures  in  every  case,  but  he  re- 
ferred to  various  localities  where  the  presence 
of  Soshi  had  necessitated  the  despatch  of  extra 
police  and  gensdarmes. 

Mr.  Yainada  Taizo  noticed  that  the  three 
Tama  Districts  were  mentioned  by  the  Govern- 
ment Delegate  as  one  of  the  localities  where 
extra  police  precautions  had  been  required. 
But  the  elections  in  that  district  had  passed 
off  perfectly  quietly,  and  as  the  people  would 
naturally  resent  the  Government  Delegate's 
allusion,  he  asked  for  an  explanation. 

Mr,  Takagi  Shonen  said  that  the  vague  cha- 
racter of  the  Government  Delegate's  account  as 
to  the  division  of  the  money  suggeslsd  sus- 
picions of  its  improper  employment  for  influ- 
encing *tlie  result  of  the  elections. 

The  Government  Delegate  failed  to  see  how 
such  a  suspicion  could  attach  to  a  sum  of  forty- 
five  thousand  yen  distributed  among  forty-four 
prefectures  throughout  the  empire. 

Mr.  Hayashi,  Vice-Minister  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  in  reply  to  questions,  said  that 
the  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  Cereals 
Export  Prohibition  affair  in  Korea  had  been 
3,600  yen  on  account  of  telegrams  and  572  yen 
on  account  of  travelling  expenses.  The  large 
outlay  on  account  of  telegrams  had  been  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  concluding  stages  of  the  nego- 
tiation had  occupied  only  15  days,  communica- 
tion by  letter  being  thus  impossible. 

Mr.  Haseba  Junko  asked  whether  the  item  for 
telegrams  included  messages  sent  by  Count  Ito 
to  the  Viceroy  Li  and  to  the  Chinese  Resident 
Yuan,  enlisting  their  good  offices  in  the  cause 
of  a  peaceful  settlement. 

The  Government  Delegate  knew  nothing  of 
that. 

Mr.  To  Ryosaburo  noted  that  although  the 
number  of  cases  tried  in  the  Law  Courts  had 
been  less  in  1893  than  in  1892,  the  outlay  on 
account  of  enquiries  conducted  in  loco  had  been 
greater  in  the  former  year.  That  suggested  that 
trips  to  conduct  inquiries  were  lightly  under- 
taken, perhaps  simply  as  amusing  variations  of 
the  judicial  routine.  Or  was  there  some  special 
explanation  ? 

Mr.  Ishida  Kannosuke  contended  that  the 
item  of  secret  service  money  ought  to  have  been 
defrayed  out  of  the  First  Reserve  and  not  out  of 
the  Second.  All  expenditures  falling  within  the 
items  of  the  Budget  should,  according  to  the 
Law  of  Finance,  be  defrayed  from  the  First 
Reserve,  and  expenditure  for  preserving  order 
at  general  elections  certainly  belonged  to  that 
category.  He  moved  that  the  Bill  be  re-sub- 
mitted to  Committee  for  further  examination. 

The  House  agreed  to  this  proposal. 

Mr.  Yamamoto  Riutaro  moved  that  the  Order 
of  the  Day  be  changed  for  the  purpose  of  hand- 
ing over  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  to  the  Disciplinary 
Committee  on  account  of  the  language  used  by 
him  two  days  previously  in  the  House.  It  was 
true  that  the  President  had  expunged  Mr. 
Tanaka's  language  from  the  Record,  but  Mr. 
Tanaka  himself  had  made  no  attempt  to  apolo- 
gise or  explain,  and  since  the  use  of  such  lan- 
guage did  not  affect  only  its  immediate  object, 
Mr.  Mochizuki,  but  also  the  reputation  of  the 
whole  House,  some  definite  step  should  be 
adopted. 

The  House  agreed  by  a  vote  of  122  to  112 
to  change  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Yamamoto  formally  introduced  his 
motion,  and  claimed  thai  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo 
had  made  use  of  the  expressions,  "  bribery," 
"thieves,"  and  so  forth. 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  asked  where  such  expressions 
were  to  be  found  in  the  Stenographic  Record. 

Mr.  Takeichi  Shoichi  wanted  to  know  how 
the  Disciplinary  Committee  could  be  asked  to 
consider  a  matter  plainly  ruled  out  of  the  Record. 

Mr.  Yamamoto  replied  that  precisely  because 
it  was  a  matter  requiring  to  be  expunged  from 
the  Record,  the  Disciplinary  Committee  should 
be  invited  to  pronounce  judgment  on  it. 

In  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders,  the 
proposal  was  put  to  the  vote  without  discussion, 
an  open  ballot  being  taken,  when  1.34  voted 
against  the  motion  and  132  for  it. 

The  fourth  Bill  on  the  Order  was  then  in- 
troduced : — 


An.  1. — At  die  lam  a  iimr  thai  the  Imperial 
Diet,  by  the  64th  Aittcli-  of  I  he  Constitution,  is 
empowered  to  xwr.  its  consent  to  (he  Annual  Bud- 
get  of  Slate  Expenditures  and  Revenue,  so  the 

Imperial  Diet  has  power  to  leceive,  and  t'ive  ils 
consrnt  to,  the  Pinal  Account  of  the  Expenditures 
and  Revenue  of  the  Slate  as  piovided  111  the  72nd 
Aiticle  of  the  Constitution. 

Ail.  II. — At  (lie  same  lime  that  the  Imperial 
Diet  is  I'inpmveieil  to  superintend  the  vaiious 
proceedings  of  the  Administration,  so  it  is  em- 
powered to  pronounce  a  final  decision  as  to  any 
illegalities  that  may  appear  in  the  Final  Account 
of  State  Expenditures. 

An.  III. —  The  Imperial  Diett,  having  pronounc- 
ed a  final  decision  with  regard  to  any  illegalities 
appealing  m  ihe  l-'inal  Account  of  State  Expendi 
luies,  shall  communicate  the  same  lo  the  Govern- 
ment, and  requiie  that  a  responsible  course  be 
adopied.  In  the  event  of  the  Government's  failing 
to  discharge  its  responsible  duty  in  the  premises, 
ihe  Imperial  Diet  shall  be  empowered  to  Address 
the  Tin  one  on  the  slihject. 

At  1.  I  V. — The  House  of  Representatives,  having 
pronounced  its  decision  with  repaid  to  the  Final 
Account,  shall  transmit  it  tolhe  House  of  Peers. 

An.  V. — The  House  of  Representatives  shall 
have  power  lo  add  1  ess  questions  to  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Final  Account  and  to  demand 
explanations  from  the  Departments  concerned. 

Mr.  Komabayashi  Koun  moved  the  previous 
question.  There  was  no  occasion  to  consider 
such  a  Bill.  The  House  had  not  attempted  to 
make  any  such  definition  ov  expose  of  its  powers 
in  the  opening  session  when  the  Budget  was 
placed  in  its  hands  for  the  first  lime.  It  had 
merely  submitted  the  Budget  to  the  Committee, 
and  no  difficulty  or  inconvenience  had  been 
subsequently  experienced.  The  declarations 
made  in  this  Bill  were  of  a  far-reaching  and 
important  character.  They  involved  the  Go- 
vernment, the  Throne,  and  the  House  of  Peers. 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  much  chagrin  to  the 
House  if,  after  passing  such  a  Bill,  it  should 
fail  to  become  law. 

Mr.  Shigeoka  Kugoro  opposed  Mr.  Komaba- 
yashi's  motion.  He  claimed  that  the  Budget 
and  the  Final  Account  were  different.  For  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  the  Budget  they  had  a 
Budget  Committee  and  the  powers  and  proce- 
dure of  the  House  were  defined  with  sufficient 
clearness.  But  with  regard  to  the  Final  Ac- 
count, the  Constitution  provided  simply  that  it 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Diet,  and  said  noth- 
ing about  the  latter's  method  of  dealing  with  it. 
It  seemed  essential,  therefore,  that  the  House 
itself  should  formulate  some  clear  statement  of 
its  competence. 

The  closure  was  moved,  but  without  formally 
putting  it  the  President  took  the  sense  of  the 
House  with  regard  to  Mr.  Komabayashi's  mo- 
tion, and  the  House  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
namely,  that  no  occasion  existed  to  discuss  or 
define  the  nature  of  its  powers  in  respect  of  the 
Final  Accounts. 

Mr.  Kurachi  Iyemon  introduced  the  next  Bill 
with  relation  to  Unpaid  Taxes  in  the  Districts 
devasted  by  the  great  earthquake  of  1891.  The 
people  in  Aichi  and  Gifu  Prefectures  had  been 
granted  a  delay  of  three  years  in  paying  their 
taxes,  but  that  period  of  grace  had  not  proved 
sufficient,  and  a  further  delay  of  three  years 
was  now  proposed  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Tajiri,  Government  Delegate,  opposed 
the  Bill.  He  said  that  the  Government  had 
adopied  all  reasonable  means  of  succouring 
the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  devastated 
districts,  and  was  prepared  to  adopt  further 
means  if  necessary.  But  the  principle  of  con- 
tinued remission  of  taxes  could  not  be  ap- 
proved. It  educated  the  idea  that  people 
might  elude  their  public  responsibilities.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  aid  persons  really 
deserving  of  aid,  but  to  remit  taxes  wholesale 
was  a  process  forbidding  proper  discrimination 
and  facilitating  improper  evasions  of  public 
responsibility. 

The  House  refused  to  proceed  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Bill  at  once  and  handed  it  over  to 
a  Special  Committee. 

The  next  two  Bills  relating  lo  Local  Govern- 
ment were  then  carried  through  their  Second 
and  Third  Readings. 

The  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  for  amend- 
ing the  Second-hand  Goods  Dealers'  Law  was 


then  voted,  alter  .some  questions,  and  the  House 
rose  at  5.59  p.m. 

MONDAY,  MAY  28m. 

HOUSK  OI'  PBBMi 

The  House  met  at  10.50  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  ■ — 

1  •    Report  of  the  Chairman  of  the*Petltloni  Committe*. 
3.— Bill,  Mill  up  from  the  Lower  House,  relating  to  Compara- 
tive! Lines  of  Railway. 

3.  — Government  Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Lower  Home,  relating 

to  Grants  in  Aid  of  Technical  Education, 

4.  — Bill  relating  to  Restoration  of  Confiscated  PanstOBSJ  «ent 

up  from  the  Lower  House. 

5.  — Second  Reading  of  the  Hill  relating  to  Imitation  Paper 

Money. 

6 — Hill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regulations ;  sent  up 
from  the  Lower  House. 

7.  — Hill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  141,  of  the  aind 

year  of  Meiji  ;  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House. 

8.  —  Bill  for  amending  Law  No.  4  of  the  33rd  year  of  Meiji  ;  sent 

up  from  the  Lower  House. 

9.  — Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  ;  sent  up  from  the 

Lower  House. 

10. — Representation  relating  10  Disease  in  Okinawa  Prefecture 

Count  Kyosu  Iyenori  having  reported  the 
proceedings  of  the  Petitions  Committee, 

Prince  Konoye,  on  behalf  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee, reported  in  favour  of  the  line  from 
Hachioji  to  Nagoya  in  preference  to  the  line 
from  Gotemba  to  Nagoya,  because,  although 
the  construction  of  the  latter  would  cost  five 
thousand  yen  less,  Abt's  system  of  rack-rails 
would  have  to  be  employed. 

The  Government  Delegate,  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion, said  that  a  rough  estimate  gave  five  thou- 
sand miles  as  the  total  length  of  the  principal 
lines  in  Japan,  but  that  figure  did  not  include 
electric  railways  and  several  minor  branches 
likely  to  be  constructed.  Among  the  First 
Period  Lines  it  was  proposed  to  entrust  to  pri- 
vate companies  about  sixty  million  yen  worth. 

Mr.  Yamagawa  asked  whether  no  financial 
inconvenience  was  anticipated  from  the  fixing 
of  such  a  large  amount  of  capital  as  100  mil- 
lion yen  in  ten  years. 

The  President  ruled  this  question  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Murakami  Kinsaku  thought  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Bill  should  be  deferred  until  next 
session.  They  were  not  now  in  possession  of 
sufficient  information  to  consider  it  intelligently, 
and,  moreover,  the  lime  at  their  disposal  was  too 
short.  Several  railway  bills  had  been  sent  up 
from  the  Lower  House,  but  they  did  not  appear 
to  have  been  fully  discussed  or  examined  there. 
Another  point  to  be  considered  was  the  depreci- 
ation of  silver.  Its  effect  had  been  virtually  to 
produce  a  serious  shrinkage  of  Japan's  capital. 
The  country  should  be  careful  at  such  a  time 
before  pledging  itself  to  enterprises  involving  a 
large  expenditure  in  gold. 

Viscount  Tani  was  altogether  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  Railway  Bills.  His  policy  was  to 
leave  the  building  of  railways  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  Administration,  and  to  include  the 
expenditures  in  the  Budget.  But  since  that 
programme  could  not  be  carried  out  he  saw  no 
reason  to  postpone  a  decision  on  these  Bills. 
The  House  would  not  be  in  a  better  position  to 
discuss  them  six  months  hence  than  it  was  now, 
and  unquestionably  the  strategical  needs  of  the 
empire  did  not  permit  delay. 

The  Bill  was  carried  through  its  Second  and 
Third  Readings. 

The  Bill  for  constructing  a  line  from  Kyoto 
to  Maizuru  was  then  briefly  discussed  and  carried 
through  both  its  readings. 

The  Bill  for  constructing  a  line  from  Takata 
to  Wakayama  was  passed  without  discussion. 

The  Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Law  in 
the  sense  of  adding  to  the  First  Construction 
Period  Lines  a  line  from  Nagano,  or  Shinonoi 
via  Matsumoto  to  join  the  main  trunk  line,  and 
a  line  from  Udo  vid  Yatsushiro  to  Kagoshima, 
was  briefly  discussed  and  passed  through  its 
Second  and  Third  Readings. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Education  introduc- 
ed the  Bill  for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Technical 
Education,  dwelling  on  its  importance  for  the 
same  reasons  as  those  already  advanced  in  the 
Lower  House,  and  urging  its  immediate  passing 
in  order  that  a  supplementary  budget  for  the 
contemplated  expenditure  might  be  introduced 
during  the  present  session. 

After  a  brief  discussion,  the  Bill  was  handed 
to  a  Special  Committee  with  instructions  to  re- 
port on  the  following  day. 

The  Bill  for  restoring  confiscated  Pensions 
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was  carried  to  its  Second  Reading,  and  its 
various  clauses  having  been  passed,  the  Third 
Reading  was  voted  at  once  (vide  Proceedings 
of  May  1 8th). 

The  Bill  relating  to  Imitation  Paper  Money 
was  then  passed  in  the  following  form  : — 

Bill  Relating  to  Imitation  Paper  Money. 

Art.  I. — It  shall  be  unlawful  to  manufacture  or 
sell  notes  resembling  in  appearance  the  bank  notes 
of  the  Government,  or  the  exchangeable  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  Japan,  or  the  notes  issued  by  the 
National  Banks; 

Ait.  II. —  Any  persons  violating  the  provisions 
of  the  preceding  Article  shall  be  liable  to  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour  for  a  period  of  from 
one  month  to  three  years  and  to  a  fine  of  from  5 
to  50  yen. 

Art.  III. — It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  police  to 
confiscate  notes  of  the  nature  described  in  Art.  I,, 
whether  they  be  found  in  the  possession  of  the 
manufacturer,  or  of  the  seller,  or  of  any  other 
person. 

The  Government  Delegate  asked  that  the  Bill 
for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regulations 
should  be  discussed  at  once,  but  the  House 
voted  to  hand  it  to  a  Special  Committee. 

The  next  two  Bills  on  the  Order  were  handed 
to  the  same  Committee,  as  being  connected 
with  the  Tax  Collecting  Regulations  Bill. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  was 
entrusted  to  a  Special  Committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  in  three  days. 

Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu  introduced  the  Repre- 
sentation relating  to  Okinawa  Prefecture.  He 
said  that  for  many  years  past  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Riukiu  Islands  had  been  subject  to  a  disease 
that  decimated  them  periodically,  and  effect- 
ually prevented  any  increase  of  the  population. 
It  did  not  appear  that  any  official  steps  had 
been  taken  to  determine  the  cause  of  the  disease 
or  to  check  its  ravages,  and  the  object  of  the 
Representation  now  before  the  House  was  to 
induce  the  Government  to  take  such  steps,  and 
to  introduce  a  supplementary  budget  for  the 
purpose  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Miyake  Shu  objected  to  the  form  of  the 
Representation  since,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Government  had  taken  steps  about  the  disease. 

The  House  adopted  the  Representation  and 
rose  at  3.55  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1. — Bill  relating  to  the  National  Banks;  report  of  Special  Com- 
mittee. 

1. — Bill  relating  to  the  Paper  Issues  of  the  National  Banks. 

3.  — Bill  for  supplementing  Law  No.  25  of  the  23rd  year  of  Meiji; 

report  of  Special  Committee. 

4.  — Bill  relating  to  expenditures  in  connection  with  Mobiliza- 

tion of  Troops. 

5.  — Project  of  Game  Law  ;  sent  down  from  the  House  of  Peers. 

6.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Press  Law;  returned  from  the  House 

of  Peers. 

7.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Banking  Regulations. 

8.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Savings  Bank  Law  No.  73,  of  the 

23rd  year  of  Meij'i. 
g. — Representation  relating  to  Disease  in  Okinawa  Prefecture. 

10.  — Address  to  the  Throne  for  prolonging  the  Period  of  the 

Diet's  Sixth  Session. 
11 — Petition. 

11.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Law. 

13.  — Tariff  Bill. 

14.  — Representation  relating  to  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of 

the  Brain  and  Spine  at  the  Medical  College  of  the  Imperial 
University. 

15.  — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Private  Railway  Regulations. 

16.  — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Railway  Law. 

17.  —  Bill  for  amending  a  portion  of  the  Railway  Law. 

18.  — Kill  for  supplementing  the  Railway  Law. 

19.  —  Representation  relating  to  the  Collection  of  Materials  for  a 

History  of  Modern  Times, 
jo. — Representation  relating  to  Riparian  Control. 

Dr.  Hasegawa  Tai  presented  a  Question  with 
regard  to  the  Land  Tax.  He  charged  the  Go- 
vernment with  breaking  faith  with  the  country 
and  insulting  the  House  because  it  had  failed  to 
reduce  the  Tax  to  one  per  cent,  of  the  value  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  Fuji  Kinsaku  presented  a  Question  with 
respect  to  the  surplus  revenue.  He  said  that 
from  1888  to  18Q2  the  surplus  revenue  had  ag- 
gregated over  forty  million  yen.  What  had 
been  done  with  it  ?  Had  it  been  left  uninvested 
and  unemployed?  If  it  had  been  applied  to 
reducing  the  national  debt,  the  country's  annual 
liabilities  might  have  been  reduced  by  two 
million  yen. 

Mr.  Abei  Oki  on  behalf  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee charged  with  examining  the  Bill  relating 
to  Continuing  the  Business  of  the  National 
Banks,  said  that  there  were  133  of  these  institu- 
tions in  the  empire,  and  their  term  expired  five 
years  hence  at  latest.    It  was  therefore  essential 


to  legislate  quickly  so  that  their  business  might 
be  either  continued  or  wound  up  without  diffi- 
culty, and  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  (vide 
Proceedings  of  May  18th)  aimed  simply  at  pro- 
viding the  necessary  facilities. 

The  Government  Delegate  explained,  in  an- 
swer to  a  question  as  to  whether  any  Special 
need  of  expedition  existed,  that  the  legislation 
proposed  was  already  late.  The  charters  of  5 
banks  would  expire  in  April,  1896,  and  evidently 
the  interval  between  now  and  then  would  barely 
suffice  to  make  arrangements  for  their  future. 

Mr.  Nakano  Buyei  spoke  at  great  length  in 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  his  chief  contention  being 
that  the  House  was  not  in  possession  of  suffi- 
cient information  and  had  not  sufficient  time  to 
decide  such  an  important  question  this  session. 

Mr.  Tajiri,  Vice-Minister  of  Finance,  corn- 
batted  this  view,  and  pointed  out  that  the  Bill 
had  received  full  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Special  Committee. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  closure  was 
applied  and  the  House  passed  the  Second  and 
Third  Readings  of  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Paper  Issues  of  the 
National  Banks  was  then  passed  in  the  following 
form : — 

LAW  RELATING  TO  PERIOD  OF  CIRCULATION  AND 
REDEMPTION   OF  THE  NOTE  ISSUES  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  BANKS. 

Ait.  I. — The  Period  of  Circulation  of  the  Paper 
Money  issued  by  the  National  Banks  shall  termi- 
nate  on  the  oih  day  of  the  I2th  month  of  the  32nd 
year  of  Meiji. 

Art.  II. — Holders  of  the  above  Paper  Money 
must  apply  to  the  Government  for  its  Redemption 
within  five  years  commencing  on  the  day  after  the 
above  date.  Persons  failing  to  apply  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  above  five  years,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  compensation  for  the  notes  held  by 
them. 

Art.  III. — This  Law  shall    not   apply    to  the 
paper  issues  of  Banks  closed  by  Government  orde 
or  by  due  arrangement. 

The  third  Bill  on  the  Order  was  then  passed, 
declaring  the  provisions  of  Law  25  applicable 
to  the  paper  issues  of  National  Banks  closed  by 
due  arrangement  or  at  the  expiration  of  their 
charter  period. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Mobilization  Expenses 
was  passed  through  its  Second  and  Third 
Readings. 

Mr.  Den  Teikichi  moved  that  the  Order  of 
the  Day  be  changed  so  as  to  take  the  remaining 
Railway  Bills  at  once,  but,  at  the  suggestion  of 
some  of  the  members,  deferred  his  motion  until 
after  the  next  Bill  had  been  considered. 

The  Project  of  Game  Law  was  entrusted  to  a 
Special  Committee  with  instruction  to  report  in 
two  days. 

The  House  then  rejected  Mr.  Den  Teikichi's 
motion,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  Peers' 
amendments  of  the  Press  Law. 

Mr.  Komuro  Shigehiro  complained  bitterly 
that  the  Peers,  whom  he  denounced  as  mere 
tools  of  petty  officials,  always  opposed  the  re- 
forms of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
called  upon  the  House  to  reject  the  Peers' 
amendment  at  once. 

The  amendment  ran  as  follows  :— 

The  following  clause  shall  be  added  to  Art. 
19  of  the  Newspaper  Regulations  : — 

Provided  that,  when  suspension  is  ordered,  the 
impugned  matter  shall  be  indicated,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  daily  newspaper  the  period  of  suspen 
sion  shall  not  exceed  one  week,  and  in  the  case  of 
other  publications  shall  not  exceed  three  issues  ; 
further,  the  period  or  number  of  issues  of  suspen- 
sion shall  be  announced  at  the  time  of  ordering 
the  suspension. 

The  House  voted  against  the  amendment 
and  proceeded  to  elect  10  Councillors  to  confer 
with  the  Upper  House. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi  said  that  the  answer  given 
on  the  26th  instant  to  his  question  about  the 
Removal  of  Judicial  Officials  being  insufficient, 
he  wished  to  present  a  Representation  calling 
for  the  attendance  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Justice  in  person,  to  answer  more  fully.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Order  of  the  Day  be 
changed  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  Re 
presentation. 

The  House  agreed. 


The  Representation  asked  that  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Justice  should  attend  in  the  House 
within  three  days  for  the  purpose  of  giving  full 
answers  to  Mr.  Suzuki's  questions  about  the  re- 
moval of  Judicial  Officials. 

The  House  passed  the  Representation. 
Mr.  Tanaka  Gentaro  introduced  the  Bill  for 
amending  the  Banking  Regulations.  The  pro- 
posed amendments  were  two:  first,  to  abolish 
the  provision  by  which  banks  were  forbidden  to 
lend  more  than  one-tenth  of  their  capital ;  and 
secondly,  to  compel  private  banks  to  open  at 
9  a.m.  and  close  at  3  p.m.,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Bank  of  Japan,  the  Specie  Bank,  and  the 
National  Banks.  The  present  hours  of  the 
private  banks  were  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  and 
much  inconvenience  was  caused  by  this  want 
of  uniformity. 

The  Bill  was  passed  through  its  Second  and 
Third  Readings  without  any  discussion. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Gentaro  introduced  the  Bill  for 
amending  the  Savings  Bank  Law,  No.  73  of  the 
23rd  year  of  Meiji. 
The  Bill  was  handed  to  a  Special  Committee. 
The  Representation  relating  to  Disease  in 
Okinawa  Prefecture  (similar  to  the  Representa- 
tion passed  by  the  Peers)  was  entrusted  to  a 
Special  Committee. 

The  Address  to  the  Throne  on  the  subject  of 
the  sixth  session's  duration  was  then  introduced 
by  Mr.  Kanmuchi  Tomotsune,  as  follows  : — 

Address  to  the  Throne  with  reference  to 
the  duration  of  the  slxth  session  of  the 
Imperial  Diet. 

Your  Imperial  Majesty's  servant,  Kusumoto 
Masataka,  President  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, with  all  humility  ventures  to  approach 
Your  Majesty,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  • 

The  House  humbly  considers  that  a  thousand 
important  measui  es  of  State  await  the  deliberation 
and  consent  of  the  Imperial  Diet.  Nevertheless, 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  dissolved  when 
the  fifth  session  had  lasted  little  over  a  month  and 
when  not  more  than  two  or  three  measures  had 
been  debated  and  although  the  sixth  session  has 
now  been  opened,  its  duration  is  fixed  at  only  21 
days.  The  voice  of  the  nation,  the  Imperial  Policy 
of  the  era  and  the  consummation  of  the  great  pro- 
gressive programme  of  opening  the  country,  foi- 
bid  us  to  rest  content  for  a  moment  in  view  of  these 
many  unfulfilled  duties.  With  reverence  Your 
Majesty's  subjects  implore  that  Your  Majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  extend  the  duration  of 
this  sixth  session  by  several  weeks,  so  that  we, 
Your  Majesty's  servants,  may  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge our  grave  1  esponsibility  of  rendering  as- 
sistance in  the  government  of  the  State. 

After  some  discussion  the  closure  was  applied, 
and  an  open  ballot  having  been  taken,  94  voted 
for  the  Address  and  154  against  it. 

The  House  rose  at  6.30  p.m. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  29TH. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.40  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.  — Railway  Bill  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House. 

2.  — Bill  relating  to  Expenditures  from  the  Reserves  for  the  25th 

year  of  Meiji;  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House. 

3.  — Budget  of  Special  Expenditures  for  the  25th  year  of  Meiji; 

sent  up  from  the  Lower  House. 

4.  — Bills  relating  to  the  Special  System  of  Government  in  Tokyo, 

Osaka  and  Kyoto  ;  sent  up  from  the  Lower  House. 

5.  — Motion  relating  to  Regulations  for  dealing  with  Final  Ac- 

counts of  the  Government. 

Viscount  Soga  desired  to  explain  a  Question 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Government  on  the 
preceding  day,  but  the  President  declined  to 
permit  him,  there  being  no  precedent  for  such 
a  course.  Viscount  Soga  urged  that  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  a  precedent  should  not 
affect  the  decision.  If  a  precedent  did  not  yet 
exist,  let  one  be  now  established.  The  President 
said  that  the  Law  of  the  Houses  prescribed  a 
fixed  precedure  for  addressing  written  Questions 
to  the  Government,  and  he  saw  no  occasion  for 
an  oral  explanation.  Viscount  Soga  replied 
that  such  explanations  were  permitted  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  course  seemed 
quite  proper. 

Viscount  Tani  supported  Viscount  Soga. 

The  President  said  that  since  Viscount  Soga 
had  found  a  supporter,  his  proposal  must  be 
submitted  to  the  House.  He  wished  to  premise, 
however,  that  if  the  House  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  decision  should  not  be  taken  as  affect- 
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ing  all  future  cases.  Whenever  a  member 
thereafter  wished  to  offer  an  explanation,  the 
sense  of  the  House  must  be  consulted. 

Mr.  VVatari  Masamoto  pointed  out  that  the  28th 
Article  of  the  Law  of  the  Houses  prescribed  the 
addition  of  a  short  explanatory  document  to 
Questions  presented  by  members.  If  brevity 
were  observed  in  compiling  that  document,  it 
was  obvious  that  a  member  might  have  occa- 
sion to  make  supplementary  verbal  explanations. 
Besides,  the  procedure  of  the  two  Houses  ought 
to  be  similar  in  such  matters. 

The  President  said  that  the  regulations  and 
procedure  of  the  two  Houses  were  different. 

The  President  was  about  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  when  Mr.  Murakami  Keisaku  ob- 
jected that  no  vote  was  necessary.  Viscount 
Soga's  request  had  elicited  no  opposing  view. 
Evidently  the  House  was  agreed  that  he  should 
be  permitted  to  explain. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  House 
voted  that  when  a  member  desired  to  explain 
any  Question  addressed  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment, permission  should  be  accorded. 

Viscount  Soga  explained  that  his  Question 
related  to  the  policy  of  the  Government  toward 
the  Riukiu  Islands.  In  the  island  of  Miyako 
there  were  only  35,000  inhabitants  cultivating 
some  4,000  cho  (10,000  acres)  of  land.  Yet 
they  paid  taxes  aggregating  69,000  yen,  and 
there  were  36  officials  of  the  Government  as 
well  as  349  former  officials  in  the  island.  The 
people  constantly  complained  of  the  heavy 
burden  imposed  on  them.  Surely  it  was  time 
that  they  should  be  afforded  the  same  privileges 
as  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  empire  ? 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  changed  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  councillors  to  confer  with 
the  Lower  House  on  the  subject  of  the  Press 
Law  amendments. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo  moved  that  the  duty  should 
be  entrusted  to  the  Special  Committee  pre- 
viously charged  with  the  function  of  reporting 
on  the  Press  Law  Amendments  Bill,  one  being 
added  to  their  number.  The  House  voted 
against  this  proposition,  and  by  94  to  67  decided 
to  leave  the  nomination  of  the  10  Councillors 
to  the  President. 

Major-General  Yamagawa  Ko  pressed  for  an 
answer  to  the  Question  submitted  by  him  with 
reference  to  the  Dissolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  He  animadverted  in  strong 
terms  on  the  Government's  delay  in  answering 
the  Question.  There  ought  to  have  been  no 
occasion  whatever  to  consider  about  the  reply. 
It  was  true  that  Count  Ito,  during  the  period  of 
the  Diet's  recess,  had  published  a  reply  to  the 
same  question,  addressed  to  him  by  several 
members  of  the  House.  But  the  House  collec- 
tively had  no  cognisance  of  the  reply,  and  be- 
sides it  had  been  made  by  Count  Ito  as  an 
individual,  not  by  the  Minister  President  in  the 
name  of  the  Cabinet. 

The  following  Railways  were  then  sanc- 
tioned : — 

From  Naoyelsu  lo  Niigata  and 

Shibata   ,  Government  Line.. 

From  Cliiba  to  Sogainachi  on  the 

Branch   Road  from  the  Uyeno- 

SakuraChoshi    Line    lo  Kisa- 

ragu   Private  Line. 

From  Yamaga  to  Uyeki  on  llie 

Kuril  me-Yamagawa-Kumamoto 

Road   Private  Line. 

From   Niilsu  via  Wakamalsu  to 

Shiraka wa-Homgu  Private  Line. 

From  Himejiwa  Ikuno  or  Sasayatna 

to  Maizui  11  and  to  Sonobe,  or, 
From    Ikuno  via   Wadayama  to 

Ayabe  on  the  Tsuchiyania-Fu- 

kucliiya-Maiziiru  Road  Private  Line. 

From  Iiznka  to  Harada   Private  Line. 

From  Gojo  to  Wakayama  on  the 

Takaisu-Wakayama  Road   Private  Line. 

From  Kyoto  lo  Maizuru  Private  Line. 

From  Toyama  to  Nanao,  branch  of 

the  Tsuruga-Toyama  Road  Private  Line. 

From  Sakuia  to  Choshi   Private  Line. 

From  Tanigawa  to  Sasayama  Private  Line. 

From  Tanigawa  to  Fukuchiyama.. Private  Line. 

From  Mito  to  Iwanuma   Private  Line. 

From  Nara  lo  Kamitsuge   Private  Line. 

From  Himeji  via  Ikuno  or  Sasa- 
yama to  Maizuru  and  Sonobe,  or, 
From  Tanigawa  to  Sasayama  Private  Line. 


Prom  the  Tanigawa-Awomorj  Road 

a  Branch  to  Sakaia   L.PrlVblfl  Line. 

The  House  agreed  to  change  ihe  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  purpose  of  debating  Prince  Konoye's 
motion  with  reference  to  Regulations  for  deal- 
ing with  Final  Accounts. 

Prince  Konoye  explained  that  as  this  was  the 
first  occasion  of  the  House  being  required  to 
deal  with  Final  Accounts,  the  Budget  Commit- 
tee had  experienced  the  need  of  regulations, 
and  had  therefore  compiled  the  draft  now  before 
the  House. 

While  the  Motion  was  under  discussion  the 
Ministers  of  State  entered  the  House,  and  Count 
Ito  delivered  the  following  speech  :  — 

Gbntlemkn, —  I  wish  now  to  offer  a  reply  to 
the  Question  presented  to  the  Government  on  the 
16th  instant  by  Viscount  Matsudaii a  and  two 
other  membeis  respecting  the  teasons  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  late  House  of  Representatives. 
You  may  or  may  not  agree  with  me,  but  I  look 
for  your  candid  judgment.  Not  your  House  alone 
has  demanded  a  statement  of  the  reasons  of  the 
dissolution  :  the  same  question  has  been  preferred 
to  the  Government  by  the  public  at  large.  In  re- 
sponse to  the  general  demand.  I  offered  some  ex- 
planations 011  the  subject  a  few  days  ago  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  now  invite  your 
deliberate  and  mature  consideration.  The  Govern- 
ment must  not  be  accused  either  of  unconstitu- 
tionality or  of  a  disposition  to  evade  responsibility 
because  it  has  not  declaied  the  reasons  of  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Lower  House.  If  you  think  other- 
wise, I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  your  opinion. 
Under  cei  tain  circumstances,  the  Ministers  of  State 
have  to  follow  one  of  two  courses,  either  to  advise 
the  Emperor  to  order  a  dissolution  of  the  Lower 
House  or  to  tender  their  own  resignation.  But 
whichever  course  may  be  adopted,  the  Ministers  of 
State,  as  I  once  explained  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, are  not  authorized  to  act  in  obedience  to 
their  own  will  ;  the  joint  resignation  of  the  Cabinet 
and  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
aie  equally  dependent  on  an  exercise  of  the  Im- 
pel ial  Prerogative.  Need  I  tell  you  that  the 
Cabinet  over  which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside, 
has  no  lack  of  courage  to  shoulder  ils  political  re- 
sponsibility, nor  any  idea  of  hiding  its  head  be- 
neath the  Sovereign's  sleeve,  as  some  have  put  it  ? 
By  what  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  the  Go- 
vernment bound  to  declare  the  reasons  for  a  dis- 
solution of  the  House  of  Representatives?  The 
Government  is  entirely  at  libeity  either  lo  make 
or  withhold  such  a  declaration.  It  has  no  ob- 
ligation to  offer  a  public  explanation,  either  about 
the  dissolution  of  the  Diet  or  aboul  its  own  con- 
tinned  existence.  Even  supposing  that  such  an 
explanation  were  offered,  it  is  evident  that  the  ex- 
planation could  never  be  satisfactory  to  the  Diet, 
for  the  Diet  and  the  Government,  in  the  supposed 
premises,  are  like  paities  in  a  law  suit.  Is  there 
a  constitutional  country  where  the  Government  is 
required  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  the  reasons 
of  dissolution  ?  If  it  bethought  unconstitutional 
lo  withhold  such  a  declaration,  can  any  precedent 
for  that  view  be  adduced  from  the  practice  of 
other  countries?  The  Government  considered  it 
proper  and  wise  lo  advise  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  House  of  Representatives,  but  it  had  no  poli- 
tical obligation  to  make  any  public  declaration  on 
th e  subject.  I  am  aware  that  many  people  think 
otherwise,  but  what  authority  can  tliey  offer  for 
(heir  opinion?  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  the 
Constitution  came  into  operation  in  Japan,  and 
consequently  we  have  as  yet  no  constitutional 
history  of  our  own.  You  may  say  that  reference 
ought  to  be  made  lo  the  practice  obtaining  in  other 
countries  in  order  to  decide  whether  any  particular 
line  of  conduct  is  constitutional  or  not.  There  are 
plenty  of  constitutional  countries  in  llie  world,  but 
foreign  models  can  not  be  applied  to  Japan  :  she 
must  develop  her  system  in  her  own  way.  Each 
country  has  its  own  constitutional  history,  and 
Japan  ought  to  make  one  for  herself,  without 
relying  upon  the  guidance  of  other  nations.  Some 
persons  may  point  to  (he  conduct  of  llie  Matsu- 
kata  Cabinet  which  published  its  Memorial  to  the 
Throne  relating  to  the  dissolution  of  llie  Diet. 
But  that  cannot  be  taken  as  a  precedent.  I  did 
not  follow  such  a  course.  I  withheld  such  public 
declaration  because  I  deemed  that  reticence  would 
best  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  On  a 
subject  like  this,  it  is  not  necessary  to  follow  the 
precedents  of  foreign  countries.  (At  this  point 
General  Yamagawa  rose  and  said  :— "  If  you  can- 
not answer  our  question,  you  need  not  dilate  on 
such  irrelevant  topics.")  Wait  a  moment,  please. 
I  now  occupy  the  rostrum,  and  I  have  no  intention 
of  suffering  my  right  to  be  invaded  by  others. 
— (Viscount  Tani  : — "  Certainly  not.")     If,  how 


Eilglaifd,   the   mother  country  of  cuiislitiiliiin.il 

Government,  In  ihe  Home  oi  Lords,  Lord  Salis- 
bury, the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  Hated  thai  ihc 

lime  had  come  for  dissolving  Parliament.  In 
reply  to  this,  l.oni  Rotebei  y  asueited  that,  al- 
though he  was  not  of  llie  same  opinion,  theie 
w  is  no  piecedenl  for  llie  Upper  House  lo  dis- 
cuss (he  di-sirabilily  of  the  dissolution  of  llie 
House   of  Commons.    As  lo  the  Question  pie- 

sented  to  the  Government  on  litis  subject,  I 

suppose  Ihal  you  aheady  infer  the  nature  of  my 
reply  from  my  lecent  declarations  in  die  House  of 
Representatives.  If  you  diffei  from  my  views  on 
this  question,  you  ai  e  fi  ee  to  lake  whatever  com  se 
you  may  choose.  The  Government  knows  ils  own 
responsibility  ;  it  is  not  so  devoid  of  coinage  as  lo 
hide  under  the  sleeve  of  the  Sovereign. 

Viscount  Tani  asked  whether  the  Minister 
President  would  reply  to  questions  with  refer- 
ence to  his  speech. 

Count  Ito  said  that  if  to  reply  seemed  desir- 
able in  the  public  interests  he  should  do  so. 

Viscount  Tani  said  tha^ plainly  the  chief  rea- 
son for  dissolving  the  Lower  House  had  been  its 
attitude  toward  the  Strict  Enforcement  Represen- 
tation. Now,  had  the  House  been  allowed  to  dis- 
cuss the  Representation,  and  had  it  then  adopted 
it,  there  could  not  have  been  any  doubt  as  to  the 
Government's  Constitutional  right  to  dissolve. 
But  the  House  had  not  been  suffered  to  hold 
any  debate.  Alike  prorogation  and  dissolution 
had  been  ordered  before  the  introducer  of  the 
Representation  had  been  able  to  speak  more 
than  half  a  dozen  words,  and  before  the  verdict 
of  the  House  had  been  declared.  Did  such  a 
course  consist  with  parliamentary  procedure  in 
any  country? 

Count  Ito  said  that  Viscount  Tani  had  doubt- 
less formed  his  own  opinion  as  to  what  was  and 
what  was  not  Constitutional.  He,  like  every 
one  else,  had  access  to  the  Constitution  and  was 
able  to  interpret  it  for  himself.  No  useful  purpose 
could  be  served  by  quoting  precedents  from 
foreign  countries.  The  Government  had  its  own 
materials  for  judging.  It  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion— a  conclusion  based  on  information  ob- 
tained by  the  means  always  accessible  to  the 
Administration — that  had  the  House  adopted 
the  Representation  in  question,  results  mis- 
chievous to  the  national  interests  would  have 
ensued.  Persuaded  of  that  contingency,  he,  in 
discharge  of  the  duty  devolving  on  him  as 
Minister  President  of  Slate,  and  with  the  assent 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet,  had  advised 
the  Sovereign  to  dissolve  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. His  course  had  been  adopted 
deliberately  and  with  full  conviction.  The 
Government  had  not  been  guided  simply  by 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  House.  It  had 
looked  beyond  the  House,  and  recognized  the 
advisability  of  taking  a  decisive  step.  To  enter 
into  an  academical  discussion  of  Constitutional 
functions  would  be  fruitless.  The  Government 
had  to  use  its  judgment,  and  had  used  it.  In 
doing  so,  it  might  perhaps  find  its  acts  always 
disapproved  by  Viscount  Tani.  That  could 
not  be  helped. 

Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu  desired  that  the  Mini- 
ster President — who  had  returned  to  his  seat — 
should  re-enter  the  rostrum  to  answer  a  question. 

Count  Ito  said  that  if  he  answered,  it  should 
be  from  his  place. 

Mr.  Yasuba  then  commenced  a  speech  about 
what  the  country  had  expected  from  the  Ito 
Cabinet,  but  the  President  ruled  him  out  of 
order  and  he  desisted. 

Mr.  Murakami  Keisaku  said  that  according 
to  the  speech  read  to  the  Lower  House  in  the 
fourth  session,  the  Cabinet  had  declared  its 
conviction  that  Treaty  Revision  must  be  under- 
taken in  concert  with  the  will  of  the  nation. 
But  in  the  fifth  session  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, elected  by  the  nation,  had  not  been 
permitted  to  declare  its  views  on  this  very  ques- 
tion.   Had  the  Government  changed  its  policy  ? 

The  President  saw  no  use  in  repeating  ques- 
tions already  answered,  and  Viscount  Tani  also 
urged  the  hopelessness  of  seeking  fuller  explana- 
tions. 

The  discussion  of  the  Final  Accounts  Regula- 
tions was  then  resumed  and  concluded,  the 


ever,  you  require  foreign  precedents,  I  may  Regulations  being  passed  as  drafted 
refer  to  one  which  occurred  a  few  months  ago  in  '     The  House  rose  at  4. 30  p.m. 
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HOUSB   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being. 

I, — Supplementary  Budget  for  the  27th  year  of  Mtiji. 

Mr.  Komatsu  Sansei,  Chairman  of  the 
Petitions  Committee,  presented  a  Question  Willi 
reference  to  the  "  pest."  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Government  had  obtained  con- 
clusive evidence  that  the  disease  now  prevailing 
in  China  was  really  the  "  pest ;  "  and,  further, 
what  methods  of  investigation  were  to  be 
pursued  by  the  experts  whom  the  Government 
was  about  to  despatch  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Komura  Shigehiro  presented  a  Question 
relating  to  the  procedure  of  the  former  Governor 
of  Gifu,  Mr.  Kozaki. 

Mr.  Nakano  Buyei,  Chairman  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  reported  that  in  view  of  the  brief 
period  available,  the  Committee  had  decided 
not  to  attempt  the  examination  of  any  parts  of 
the  Supplementary  Budget  except  those  relating 
to  unavoidable  expenditures.  The  rest  might 
wait  until  the  seventh  session.  They  recom- 
mended a  reduction  of  30,438  yen  in  the  Ordi- 
nary Expenditures;  of  1,490,000  in  the  Extra- 
ordinary Expenditure  ;  and  of  1,260,000  yen  in 
the  Income,  under  the  heading  of  "Brought 
over  from  last  year."  They  had  rejected  the 
appropriations  for  the  Kobe  Hatoba,  the  Gen- 
darmes, and  the  building  of  forts,  and  had  ap- 
proved those  on  account  of  the  Yokohama 
Harbour  and  the  Hokkaido  Works. 

Mr.  Itakura  asked  for  an  explanation  as  to 
the  failure  of  the  Yokohama  Harbour  Works. 

Mr.  Nakano  replied  that  the  Committee  had 
pressed  for  a  statement  as  to  the  exact  respon- 
sibility for  what  had  occurred,  but  the  Acting 
Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  had  ex- 
plained that  the  point  had  not  yet  been  fully 
determined,  and  that  the  Government  was  re- 
solved to  deal  thoroughly  with  the  matter. 

The  Minister  of  Slate  for  Finance  said  that 
all  the  items  in  the  Supplementary  Budget 
related  to  work  of  indispensable  national  im- 
portance. The  Committee  had  made  large 
reductions  which  the  House,  he  trusted,  would 
not  endorse,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  ilem 
for  building  forts. 

The  section  of  the  Foreign  Office  was  passed 
as  proposed  by  the  Government. 

The  Home  Office  section  was  passed  as 
amended  by  the  Committee. 

The  Finance  Department  Section  was  passed 
as  proposed  by  the  Government. 

The  War  Office  section  was  passed  as  amended 
by  the  Committee,  including  the  item — 1£  mil- 
lion yen — for  the  construction  of  the  Naruto  Fort, 
but  the  ilem  relating  to  expenses  of  gendarmes 
was  restored  as  proposed  by  the  Government. 

The  Sections  of  the  Judicial  and  Education 
Departments  were  passed  as  proposed  by  the 
Government,  and  the  Communications  De- 
partment section  was  voted  as  amended  by  the 
Committee. 

The  House  rose  at  5.50  p.m. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  30TH. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10.45  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  :  — 

1. — Bill  for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Technical  Education  ;  sent  up  from 

the  Lower  House, 
a.— Bill  relating  to  Comparative  Railways  ;  sent  upfrom  Lower 

House. 

j. —  Hill  relating  to  Expenditures  from  the  Reserves  for  the  25th 

year  of  Meiji;  sent  up  from  Lower  House. 
4. —  Kill  relating  10  Special  Expenditures  for  the  15th  year  of 

Mtiji;  sent  up  fro.n  Lower  House. 
5  —  Bill  relating  to  the  National  Banks;  sent  up  from  Lower 

House. 

6.  — Bill  relating  to  the  Note   Issues  of  the  National  Banks; 

sent  up  from  Lower  House. 

7.  — Bill  for  Supplementing  Law  No.  25  of  the  23rd  year  of  Jfii/i : 

sent  up  from  the  Lower  House. 

8.  — Bill  relating  to  Military  Mobiliiation  Expenditures  ;  sent 

up  from  the  Lower  House, 
q. — Bill  for  abolishing  the  Special  System  of  Local  Government 

in  Tokyo,  Kyoto,  and  Osaka ;  sent  up  from  Lower  House. 
10. — Bill  for  supplementing  the  City  Government  Law  ;  sent  up 

from  Lower  House, 
iz. — Bill  for  amending  the  Bank  Regulations;  sent  up  from 

Lower  House. 

Viscount  Tani,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee, reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  grant- 
ing Aid  to  Technical  Education,  and  after  a 
few  questions  the  Bill  was  passed  at  once. 

Prince  Konoye,  on  behalf  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee, reported  that  among  three  lines  of  rail- 
way proposed,   viz.,   (i)   from  Himeji  vid 


Tottori  to  Sakai  ;  (2)  from  Okayama  vid  i  su- 
yama  to  Sakai  ;  and  (3)  from  Kurashiki  to 
Tottori,  the  Committee  recommended  the  first. 

The  Bill  led  to  some  discussion,  various 
amendments  being  proposed  and  rejected.  Fin- 
ally the  Bill  was  passed  as  submitted  by  the  Go- 
vernment and  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

The  Bills  relating  to  Expenditures  were  en- 
trusted to  a  Special  Committee  nominated  by 
the  President. 

The  Bills  relating  to  the  National  Banks 
having  been  introduced,  several  questions  were 
asked  by  Viscount  Sakai  and  answered  by  the 
Government  Delegate,  after  which  the  Bills  were 
handed  over  to  a  Special  Committee  elected  by 
the  Sections. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Mobilization  Expenses 
having  been  handed  to  a  Special  Committee 
nominated  by  the  President,  the  Bill  for  abolish- 
ing the  Special  System  of  Local  Government  in 
Tokyo,  Osaka,  and  Kyoto  was  introduced.  The 
Government  Delegate  explained  that  the  Go- 
vernment felt  obliged  again  to  oppose  this  Bill, 
being  of  opinion  that  it  was  quite  unpractical 
to  bring  the  great  cities  under  the  same  system 
as  all  the  petty  towns  in  the  provinces.  He  en- 
tered into  a  brief  statement  of  reasons,  and 
pointed  out  that  special  systems  were  in  opera- 
tion in  the  great  cities  of  the  Occident. 

Mr.  Ando  Sokumei  asked  several  questions. 

Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu  complained  in  strong 
terms  that  "no  Minister  of  State  was  present  on 
the  occasion  of  such  an  important  Bill  coming 
up  for  discussion.  He  proposed  that  the 
House  defer  dealing  with  the  Bill  until  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  was  in  at- 
tendance. 

The  Bill  was  handed  to  a  Special  Committee 
nominated  by  the  President,  as  were  also  the 
remaining  Bills  on  the  Order. 

The  House  rose  at  2.20  p.m. 

HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.05  p.m.,  the  Order  of  the 
Day  being  : — 

1 — Supplementary  Budget  for  the  27th  year  of  Meiji. 

2.  — Bill  relating  to  the  Capital  of  the  Tokyo  Artillery  Arsenal. 

3.  — Bill  relating  to  the  Temporary  Investment  of  Surplus  Re- 

venue. 

4.  — Petition  for  Restoration  of  Official  Position. 

5.  —  Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Law. 

6.  —  Project  of  Customs  Tariff. 

7.  — Representation  relating  to  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of 

the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord. 

8.  — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Private  Railway  Law. 

9.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Railway  Law. 

10.  — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Railway  Law. 

11.  — Representation  relating  to  the  Collection  of  Materials  for 

History. 

12.  —  Representation  relating  to  River  Courses. 

13.  — Bill  relating  to  deferred  payment  of  Taxes  in  Districts  de- 

vastated by  Earthquake. 

The  Government's  Answer  to  a  Question  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi  was  read.  It  was 
true,  the  document  said,  that  Korean  subjects 
had  come  to  Japan,  avowedly  carrying  a  Royal 
commission,  to  assassinate  the  refugees  Kim 
Ok-kyun  and  Boku  Yeiko.  On  each  occasion 
of  such  attempts,  the  Government  had  com- 
municated with  the  Authorities  in  Soul,  and 
had  received  assurances  that  the  so-called  com- 
missions were  forgeries.  With  regard  to  Li 
Isshoku,  now  in  custody  on  a  charge  of  atlempt- 
ed  assassination,  the  prisoner  had  pleaded  the 
orders  of  his  Sovereign  and  had  produced  docu- 
ments bearing,  apparently,  the  Royal  Seal.  Tele- 
graphic communications  had  immediately  been 
addressed  to  the  Korean"  Government  through 
Mr.  Otori,  the  Japanese  Representative  in  Soul, 
and  an  answer  had  been  received  to  the  effect 
that,  according  to  the  Korean  Authorities,  Li 
had  absconded  from  his  country  carrying  with 
him  forged  documents,  and  that  he  should  be 
treated  as  a  grave  criminal.  The  man  being  still 
under  trial  in  the  Japanese  Courts,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  yet  what  course  would  be  ulti- 
mately taken  with  reference  to  him. 

Dr.  Hasegawa  Tai  presented  a  Question  as  to 
why  the  Cabinet  did  not  resign  in  a  body.  He 
said  that  the  House,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  had  declared  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Cabinet  on  account  of  its  manner  of  dissol- 
ving the  House  of  Representatives  last  ses- 
sion. The  Cabinet  had  no  business  to  re- 
main in  office  after  that.  It  should  have 
sufficient  self-respect  to  resign.  There  was  no 
instance  in  history  of  any  body  of  men  clinging 
to  office  for  such  an  unconscionable  period. 
The  battle  of  Fushimi  had  inaugurated  the 


Sat-Cho  supremacy  ;  the  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution  had  terminated  it  by  rendering 
every  Japanese  subject  eligible  for  a  share  in 
the  Administration  whether  of  Satsuma,  Cho- 
shu,  or  any  other  origin.  (The  speaker  then 
entered  at  great  length  into  the  histories  of 
Japan  and  China,  haranguing  vehemently,  and 
beating  the  rostrum,  but  the  House  paid  little 
attention  to  him,  though  sometimes  he  elicited 
a  laugh.) 

The  Supplementary  Budget's  discussion  was 
then  resumed. 

Mr.  Kudo  Kokan  spoke  at  some  length  in 
opposition  to  the  policy  of  making  grants  in 
aid  of  riparian  works.  He  contended  that 
grants  in  aid  were  now  carried  so  far  as  to  be  a 
flagrant  abuse.  The  localities  should  learn  to 
help  themselves,  and  the  Treasury's  assistance 
ought  not  to  be  extended  except  to  extreme 
cases. 

Mr.  Kawashima  Jun  moved  to  expunge  the 
grant  of  500,000  yen  to  the  Yokohama  Water- 
works. Yokohama  had  originally  received  a 
grant  of  1,100*000  yen,  without  interest,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  constructing  Waterworks, 
under  a  pledge  to  return  the  money  out  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  Works.  It  was  now 
claimed  that  the  supply  of  water  being  insuffi- 
cient, another  sum  of  §00,000  yen  must  be  ex- 
pended on  increasing  the  Works,  and  the 
Treasury  was  asked  to  lend  this  money,  at  the 
same  time  postponing  any  repayments  until  the 
new  works  of  construction  were  completed. 
Such  a  method  of  borrowing  public  money  was 
not  to  be  commended.  The  town  should  dis- 
charge its  obligations  strictly  if  it  sought  to  be 
entrusted  with  a  further  loan. 

Mr.  Kato  Kizemon  presented  a  minority  re- 
port urging  that  the  question  of  making  a  further 
grant  to  the  Yokohama  Harbour  Works  should 
be  deferred  until  next  session.  It  was  notorious 
that  a  great  failure  had  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  Works,  but  they  had  been  officially  in- 
formed that  the  responsibility  for  the  failure 
had  not  been  fixed.  That  being  the  case,  by 
making  a  further  grant  and  proceeding  with  the 
work,  they  might  be  entrusting  it  to  the  very 
experts  who  had  already  blundered  over  it. 
The  minority  of  the  Budget  Committee,  on 
whose  behalf  he  spoke,  were  of  opinion  that 
before  resuming  the  work,  the  responsibility  for 
past  failure  should  be  clearly  determined.  They 
therefore  advocated  postponing  the  question  of 
a  grant  until  next  session,  in  order  that  the  facts 
of  the  failure  might  be  clearly  investigated  in 
the  interval. 

Mr.  Furuichi,  Government  Delegate,  said,  in 
answer  to  questions,  that  the  cause  of  the  cracks 
in  the  concrete  blocks  was  not  yet  fully  deter- 
mined, but  evidence  to  elucidate  the  point  might 
yet  be  forthcoming.  Should  it  turn  out  that  the 
cement  had  been  faulty,  steps  would  be  taken 
to  punish  the  contractors. 

Mr.  Saito  Keiji  protested  against  the  course 
pursued  with  respect  to  the  Harbour  Works. 
He  declared  that  the  design  had  been  faulty. 
The  cement  blocks  had  not  cracked  owing 
to  defective  manufacture,  but  had  crumbled 
away.  Many  blunders  had  been  made  in  the 
course  of  the  work.  He  referred  at  great 
length  to  the  transactions  connected  with 
the  purchase  of  the  Ayame,  and  also  to  the 
change  which  the  original  design  had  under- 
gone. He  further  spoke  of  the  work  having 
been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Department 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs  and  assumed  by  the 
Foreign  Department,  then  under  Count  Okuma, 
whom  he  held  responsible  for  the  failure  sub- 
sequently made,  in  common  with  the  designer, 
Major-General  Palmer.  He  supported  the  re- 
commendation of  the  minority  of  the  Committee, 
namely,  that  the  question  of  a  further  grant 
should  be  deferred  until  next  session. 

Mr.  Furuichi  denied  the  truth  of  Mr.  Saito's 
remarks.  As  for  the  question  of  fixing  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  failure  of  certain  concrete 
blocks,  that  was  for  the  Home  Department  to 
accomplish.  As  for  the  Ayame,  there  was  no 
fault  whatever  to  be  found  with  her,  nor  could 
any  irregularity  be  detected  in  the  transactions 
connected  with  her  purchase.  As  for  the  plan 
of  the  works,  it  was  perfectly  good.    The  House 
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must  not  labour  under  any  mistake.    Tlie  works 
had  never  been  stopped.    The  laying  of  blocks 
alone  had  been  suspended.    Tliey  could  out 
stop  works  going  on  in   the  water.    To  sto> 
them  meant  virtually  to  abandon  them  altogether 
If  operations  on  the  Yokohama  Harbour  Work 
were  to  he  suspended  until  next  session,  they 
must  make  up  their  minds  either  to  abandon 
the  affair  altogether  or  to  resume  the  construe 
tion  at  a  very  heavy  outlay. 

The  closure  having  been  applied,  the  House 
rejected  the  Committee's  amendments  and  th 
Government's  Bill,  and   refused  altogether  to 
vote  the  appropriation  for  the  Yokohama  liar 
hour  Works. 

Mr.  Yumoto  Yoshinori  presented 
report  in  favour  of  sanctioning  the 
tion  for  building  a  pier  at  Kobe, 
statistics  showing  the  remarkable 
trade  and  shipping  that  had  taken  place  at 
Kobe  during  the  past  few  years,  and  declared 
that  the  accommodation  now  available  was  quite 
inadequate. 

Mr.   Furuichi,    Government  Delegate, 
dorsed  the  above  view. 

Mr.  Higashiwo  Heitaro  charged  the  Delegate 
with  having  said  at  the  meeting  of  the  Budget 
Committee  that  the  projected  work  need  only 
last  5  or  6  years,  whereas  now  he  spoke  of  it  as 
a  permanent  work. 

Mr.  Kato,  Government  Delegate,  showed  that 
no  such  statement  as  that  attributed  to  Mr. 
Furiuchi  appeared  on  the  record  of  the  Com 
mittee's  proceedings. 

The  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
urged  the  House  not  to  be  so  indifferent  to  the 
plain  requirements  of  commerce  as  to  expunge 
the  appropriation  for  the  Kobe  pier. 
The  House  voted  to  expunge  the  item. 
Mr.  Imai  Isoichiro,  on  behalf  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  reported  that  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  recommended  the  elimination  of 
the  appropriations  for  building  forts  at  Naruto, 
Kure,  and  Saseho.  The  recommendation  was 
based  on  three  reasons  :  first,  that  the  question 
of  fixed  floating  defences  was  not  fixed  ;  second- 
ly that  the  finances  did  not  allow  of  the  outlay, 
and  thirdly  that  the  question  did  not  seem  to  be 
a  proper  one  for  discussion  in  a  short  session  like 
the  present.  A  minority  of  the  Committee,  how- 
ever, were  in  favour  of  making  the  grant.  To  say 
that  the  question  of  fixed  and  floating  fortifica- 
tions remained  still  undecided,  was  no  reason 
whatever  for  refraining  from  building  forts. 
Any  one  advancing  such  an  argument  could 
not  have  much  concern  for  the  national  safety. 
As  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the  problem,  the 
advocates  of  reducing  the  Land  Tax  refused 
every  appropriation  thatseemed  likely  toentrench 
upon  the  funds  required  for  the  pet  reform. 
But  they  need  have  no  fear.  Money  for  their 
purpose  would  be  obtained  from  surplus  re- 
venue. Finally,  it  was  unreasonable  to  speak 
of  the  shortness  of  the  session  as  though  this 
question  came  before  them  now  for  the  first 
time.  It  had  been  discussed  long  before,  and 
everyone  must  be  quite  familiar  with  it.  If  they 
intended  to  perpetually  truckle  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, they  need  not  take  any  care  about  build- 
ing forts.  But  if  they  meant  what  they  said 
when  they  talked  of  concluding  treaties  on  a 
basis  of  equality,  and  adopting  strong  measures 
toward  States  refusing  to  entertain  Japan's  de- 
mands, they  had  better  make  up  their  minds  to 
strengthen  the  empire's  defences. 

After  some  discussion  the  item  was  expunged 
as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 
The  House  rose  at  6.50  p.m. 


Secret  Session,  but  the  Order  of  the  Day  was 
changed  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Conference 
on  tin;  amendments  of  the  Press  Law  (vide 
Proceedings  of  House  of  Representatives).  The 
House  approved  the  amendments  and  resumed 
its  Secret  Session,  rising  at  6.05  p.m. 

HOUSE  01'  RRFRBSBNTATITBS. 
The  House  met  at  1.10  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 


THURSDAY,  MAY  31ST. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  10  a.m.,  the  Order  of  the 
Day  being  : — 

1. — Government  Bill  relating  to  the  Peers  Regulations  (to  be 

debated  in  Secret  Session). 
3.— Bill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regulations  ;  report 

of  Special  Committee. 

3,  — Bill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  141  of  the  22nd 

year  of  Meiji,  and  Law  No.  4  of  the  33rd  year  of  JUeij'i;  report 
of  Special  Committee. 

4.  — Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  ;  report  of  Special  Com- 

mittee. 

J. — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Pension  Law;  report  of  Special 
Committee. 

The  business  of  the  Day  was  limited  to  the 


'■ — The  Supplementary  Budget  (continued). 

«.— Kill  relating  to  the  Capital  of  the  Tokyo  Artillery  Arsenal, 

report  of  Special  Committee. 
J. — Bill   relating   to   the   temporary    investment    of  Surplus 

Revenue ,  report  of  Special  Committee. 

4.— Bill  relating  to  appropriations  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  on 
account  of  (expenditures  In  excess  of,  or  not  included  in,  the 
Budget  for  the  2OH1  year  of  Mtij'i. 
J. — BUI  relating  to  the  Central  Famine  Relief  Fond. 
6. — Bill  for  the  control  of  Imitation  Paper  Money. 
7—  Project  of  Game  Law  :  sent  down  from  the  Upper  House, 

8.  — Address  to  the  Throne. 

9.  — Railway  Bill. 
10.— Customs  Tariff  Bill. 

1,— Representation  relating  to  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the 
Brain  and  Spinal  Cord. 

The  President  announced  that  with  reference 
to  Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi's  motion,  adopted  by  the 
House,  requesting  the  attendance  of  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Justice  to  give  fuller  explana- 
tions on  the  subject  of  removals  of  Judicial 
officials  during  the  past  year,  the  Minister  for 
Justice  had  intimated  that,  having  no  explana- 
tions to  offer  over  and  above  those  already  set 
forth  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Suzuki's  original  Ques- 
tion, he  saw  no  occasion  to  come  to  the  House. 

An  Answer  from  the  Government  was  read 
with  reference  to  Questions  relating  to  the 
'  Pest."  The  Answer  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment regarded  the  epidemic  as  the  "Pest" 
because  the  medical  experts  in  Hongkong  had 
so  diagnosed  it;  further,  that  two  medical  ex- 
perts had  been  ordered  to  proceed  from  Japan 
to  China,  with  instructions  to  spare  no  pains  in 
investigating  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  malady. 

A  Government  answer  was  also  read  to  the 
Question  relating  to  a  lease  of  land  in  Okinawa 
Prefecture  to  the  present  Vice-Minister  of  State 
for  Home  Affairs  and  others.  It  was  admitted 
that  the  land  had  been  leased,  not,  however,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  sugar  factory,  but  as 
farm.  The  lessees  numbered  nine,  among 
them  being  Mr.  Matsuoka,  who,  not  having 
at  that  time  become  Vice-Minister  of  Home 
Affairs,  was  not  debarred  by  the  Regulations 
for  Officials  from  engaging  in  such  an  enter- 
prise. Moreover,  the  enterprise  did  not  fall 
under  the  category  of  trade,  as  contemplated 
by  the  Regulations.  Finally,  there  had  been 
no  sub-letting,  so  far  as  the  Government's 
nformation  went,  nor  any  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  lessees  to  discharge  their  responsi- 
bilities. The  lease  had  been  granted  last  De- 
cember, only  five  months  ago,  and  the  lessees 
were  by  law  allowed  a  period  of  seven  years  to 
complete  the  reclamation  of  the  land  and  bring 
it  under  culture.  It  was  altogether  premature 
as  yet  to  charge  them  with  neglecting  to  utilize 
the  land. 

Government  Answers  were  also  read  to  the 
Questions  about  the  Hawaiian  Treaty,  the  As- 
sassination of  Kim  Ok-Kyun  and  the  Gifu  Police. 

(These  Answers  are  held  over.) 

Mr.  Hatoyama  Kazuo,  on  behalf  of  the 
Special  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  charges  preferred  by  certain  petitioners  of 
Yamaguchi  (whose  petition  had  been  made  a 
matter  of  urgency  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  Saito 
Keiji)  against  Count  Inouye,  Count  Yamagata, 
and  Viscount  Torio,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  found  all  the  charges  baseless.  The  first 
charge  was  that  large  quantifies  of  rice,  paid  by 
the  people  of  Yamaguchi  as  taxes,  had  been 
handed  by  the  Government  to  a  company  called 
the  Kyodo  Kaisha,  at  a  price  fully  2  yen  per 
koku  less  than  its  market  value,  and  that  this 
nefarious  transaction  was  managed  by  the  then 
Senior  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Finance,  Count 
Inouye,  who  was  believed  to  have  been  a  prin- 
cipal participator  in  the  spoil.  The  Special  Com- 
mittee found,  however,  from  ample  documentary 
evidence,  that  the  Kyodo  Kaisha  was  purely  a 
private  concern,  having  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  Government,  and  that  the  latter  could 
not  be  held  responsible  for  any  acts  of  the  com- 
pany. The  Kyodo  Kaisha  had  not  acted  in  any 
way  as  the  Government's  agent,  as  the  petitioners 
alleged.  Thus  this  charge  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  second  charge  was  that  Count  Yamagata, 


while  Minister  o!  War  dining,  the  Satsinna  Re- 
bellion, had  been  at  the  house  ol  Mr.  Fujita  in 
Osaka,  had  divulged  to  the  latter  official  tele- 
giams  from  the  seat  of  war,  and  that  such  infor- 
mation, unlawfully  communicated,  had  been  of 
great  value  to  the  Fujita  Company  for  pur- 
poses of  speculation  on  the  rice  market,  Count 
Yamagata  profiting  by  the  money  thus  gained. 
Viscount  Torio  was  also  involved  in  this  charge. 
The  Committee  found  it  altogether  groundless. 
Indisputable  evidence  was  furnished  that  Count 
Yamagata  was  not  in  Osaka  at  all  at  the  time 
indicated,  but  was  at  the  seat  of  war  through- 
out.   It  was  therefore  impossible  that  telegrams 
could  have  been  officially  sent  to  him  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Fujita  in  Osaka.    Moreover,  the 
particular  telegrams  in   question,  covering  a 
period  from  February  2nd  to  .February  nih, 
1877,  had  been  widely  published  in  the  news- 
papers, and  could  not  have  been  surreptitiously 
usedasalleged.  Theaccusation  against  Viscount 
Torio  was  similarly  untenable.    As  for  the  sus- 
picion against  Count  Inouye,  namely,  that  while 
in  office,  from  1872  to  1878,  he  had  engaged 
in  trade,  the  Committee  had  failed  to  find  an 
iota  of  trustworthy  proof  that  such  had  been  the 
case.    The  proof  advanced  by  Mr.  Saito  Keiji 
were  entries  in   the  diary  of  Nakano  Goichi 
who  had  been  arrested  in  connection  with  the 
celebrated  forgery  of  paper  money.    But  the 
leaves  upon  which  these  entries  occurred  were 
of  paper  different  from  that  forming  the  re- 
mainder of  the  diary,  and  the  entries  were  not 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Nakano.    The  leaves 
had  evidently  been  subsequently  inserted.  Had 
not  the  diary  been  plainly  tampered  with,  and 
were  the  entries  in  Nakano's  hand-writing,  the 
Committee  would  have  attached  importance  of 
such  evidence.    As  it  was,  they  rejected  it  as 
utterly  valueless,  and  declared  the  accusation 
against  Count  Inouye  to  be  baseless.    In  some 
other  books   of  the   Fujita    Company,  there 
were  entries   showing  that  Count  Inouye  had 
been  consulted  as  to  the  Company's  financial 
management,  but  the  same  books  showed  that 
Count  Inouye  had  received   no  share  of  the 
Company's   profits,   and   consequently  these 
entries  also  possessed  no  value  in  connection 
with  the  accusation.    Again,  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Saito  Keiji's  charges  that  bribes  had  been  given 
by  the  Fujita-gumi  to  officials, entries  werefound, 
ranging  from  30  sen  to  40  yen,  on  account  of 
New  Year's  gifts,  and  it  appeared  that  a  tub  of 
sake  had  been  given  to  one  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment Delegates,  Mr.  Kodama.    The  Com- 
mittee were  unable  to  regard  such  things  as 
bribes.    A  point  had  also  been  made  by  Mr. 
Saito  about  a  house  purchased  by  the  Fujita- 
gumi  in  Count  Inouye's  name,  but  that  transac- 
tion certainly  constituted  no  evidence  that  Count 
Inouye  had  been  engaged  in  trade.    Even  sup- 
posing it  were  proved  that  at  a  date  so  remote 
as  from  1873  to  1878  Count  Inouye  had  engag- 
ed in  trade,  the  Committee  would  not  have 
recommended  that  such  an  affair  be  made  a 
parliamentary  question  to-day.    But,  in  point 
of  fact,  there  were  no  proofs  whatever  to  support 
the  accusations. 

Mr.  Saito  Keiji  presented  a  minority  report  of 
the  Committee,  but  confined  himself  to  the 
charge  that  Count  Inouye  had  engaged  in  trade. 
Although  the  leaves  in  Nakano's  diary  had  been 
subsequently  inserted,  the  facts  written  on  them 
did  not  thereby  lose  all  significance.  More- 
over, it  was  scarcely  credible  that  Count  Inouye 
would  have  given  advice  to  the  Fujita  Company 
had  he  not  been  directly  interested  in  its  busi- 
ness, neither  was  it  likely  that  the  Fujita  Com- 
pany would  have  purchased  a  house  in  his 
name  had  he  not  been  something  more  than  an 
ordinary  client. 

Mr.  Matsuoka  Koki,  Vice-Minister  of  State 
for  Home  Affairs,  pointed  out  that  if  Mr.  Saito 
Keiji  and  his  supporters  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  acquaint  themselves  more  thoroughly  with 
history,  they  would  have  discovered  one  very 
serious  flaw  in  their  chain  of  evidence.  They 
alleged  that  1873,  1874,  and  1875,  the  people  of 
Yamaguchi  had  given  rice  to  the  Prefectural 
office  in  order  that  it  might  be  sold  to  pay  their 
taxes,  but  the  official  records  showed  that  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  had  occurred.    Thus  the  whole 
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story  about  money  dishonestly  realized  by  the 
sale  of  such  rice,  and  about  that  money  being 
afterwards  employed  as  capital  for  the  Fujita 
Company,  was  proved  to  be  a  myth. 

Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku  asked  what  business 
the  Government  Delegate  had  to  speak  at  this 
stage. 

Mr.  Matsuoka  replied  that  he  had  obtained 
the  President's  permission. 

Mr.  Nakamura  shouted  excitedly  that  he  was 
not  addressing  his  question  to  the  Government 
Delegate  but  to  the  President. 

The  President  suggested  to  Mr.  Matsuoka 
that  it  might  be  well  to  limit  the  scope  of  his 
remarks,  and  Mr.  Matsuoka   was   about  to 
leave  the  rostrum  when  the  Acting-Minister 
of  State  for  Home  affairs  stood  up  and  bade 
him  go  on  with  his  remarks.  Thereupon  a  great 
uproar  arose,  three  or  four  members,  prominent 
among  whom    were  Messrs.  Tanaka  Shozo 
Kudo  Kokan,  Kawashima  Jun,  and  Ganio  Sen, 
advancing  to  the  rostrum,  and  made  as  though 
they  would  pull  down  Mr.  Matsuoka.  Some 
cried  out  that  the  acting  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  should  be  expelled  from  the  House. 
The  Minister  loudly  proclaimed  that  the  con- 
stitution gave  the  Ministers  of  State  and  the 
Government  Delegates  the  right  to  speak  when 
ever  they  pleased.    The  commotion  continued. 
Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  shouted  that  the  recalci- 
trant members  had  better  learn  to  control  them- 
selves before  they  dictated  to  the  House  about 
order.    After  a  time  the  President  succeeded 
in  making  himself  heard.    He  explained  that 
the  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  had 
received  permission  to  speak  but  had  refrained 
from  continuing  his  speech  out  of  deference  to 
the  President's  opinion.    The  Order  of  the  Day 
would  therefore  be  taken. 

Mr.  Kanmuchi  Tomotsune,  on  behalf  of  the 
Managers  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Upper 
House  on  the  Amendments  of  the  Press  Law, 
reported  that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to 
modify  the  existing  power  of  suspension,  the 
amended  law  to  read  that  when  the  Minister  of 
State  for  Home  Affairs  considered  the  matter 
contained  in  a  journal  to  be  of  such  a  character 
as  was  likely  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  he 
might  stop  the  publication  of  the  journal, 
provided  that  he  brought  the  matter  before  a 
Court  of  Law  within  24  hours,  the  continu- 
ance of  the  suspension  to  depend  on  the  verdict 
of  the  Court. 

When  Mr.  Kanmuchi  had  descended  from 
the  rostrum,  Mr.  Kodama,  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment Delegates,  having  briefly  intimated  to  the 
President  his  intention  of  speaking,  ascended 
the  rostrum,  Mr.  Tsuzuki,  another  Delegate, 
standing  near  him.  The  President  ordered  Mr. 
Kodama  to  leave  the  rostrum,  as  his,  the  Pre- 
sident's permission  had  not  been  given,  but  M 
Kodama  did  not  obey,  and  Mr.  Tsuzuki  declared 
that  the  Law  of  the  House  conferred  on  the 
Government  Delegates  the  right  to  address  the 
House  at  any  time.    Thereupon  Mr.  Nakamura 
Yaroku  ran  up   to  Mr.  Tsuzuki   and  asked 
excitedly  whether  he  meant"  to  maintain  that 
the  Government  Delegates  could  address  the 
House   without   the    President's  permission. 
Several   other   members  left  their   seats  and 
approached  the  rostrum,  and  in  the  meanwhile, 
Mr.  Kodama  having  left  the  rostrum,  Mr.  Ino- 
uye, Minister  of  State  for  Education,  entered  it 
with  the  President's  permission,  and  made  a  short 
speech.    He  reminded  the  House  that  by  the 
distinct  provisions  of  Law  the  Ministers  of  Stale 
and  the  Government  Delegates  were  entitled  to 
address  the  House  at  any  time.    There  was  no 
limit  as  to  the  subject  about  which  they  might 
choose  to  speak.    Neither  was  there  any  reason 
why  they  should  not  speak  either  before  or  after 
Committees'  reports  had  been  presented.  The 
House  seemed  to  be  labouring  under  a  grave 
misapprehension.    A  desire  to  show  respect  to 
it  had  imposed  silence  about  the  extraordinary 
language  used  by  some  of  the  members,  but  on 
such  a  point  as  this  silence  could  not  be  kept. 

Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku  asked  where  it  was 
laid  down  that  a  Minister  of  State  might  give 
instructions  to  a  person  occupying  the  rostrum. 

The  Minister  of  Education  replied  that  he 
had  not  touched  upon  any  such  question. 


Mr.  Nakamura— "  If  you  cannot  answer,  I 
am  content." 

Mr.  Orita  Kenshi  asked  whether  a  Govern- 
ment Delegate  could  ascend  the  rostrum  01 
remain  in  it  without  the  President's  permission 
The  Minister  of  Education  replied  that  the 
President  had  not  stopped  Mr.  Matsuoka's 
speech.  He  had  merely  suggested  to  him  the 
advisability  of  limiting  the  scope  of  his  remarks 
It  was  further  noticeable  that  the  House,  or  at 
any  rate  some  of  the  members,  laboured  under 
another  mistake.  They  had  asked  to  have  a 
Minister  of  State  expelled  from  the  House 
The  Ministers  of  Stale  and  the  Government 
Delegates  sat  in  the  house  by  Constitutional 
right,  and  could  not  be  expelled  by  order  of 
the  President. 

Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku  and  Mr.  Gamo  Sen 
asked  by  what  right  the  Acting  Minister  of  State 
for  Home  Affairs  had  given  instructions  tp  Mr. 
Matsuoka  without  the  President's  permission. 

Mr.  Awaya  Shinazo  thought  that  a  Minister 
of  State  might  surely  give  instructions  to  his 
own  Vice-Minister  without  asking  any  one's 
permission. 

Mr.  Shiba  Sankuro  said  that  Mr.  Matsuoka, 
in  deference  to  the  President's  suggestion,  was 
leaving  the  rostrum  when  the  acting  Minister  of 


seats  without  any  permission.  He  had  turned 
and  indicated  the  place  signified  by  the  word 
"  seat,'"  as  the  members  must  have  observed. 
Further,  Mr.  Hoshi  seemed  to  think  that  when 
the  expression  "at  any  time"  was  used,  the 
power  of  even  interrupting  a  member's  speech 
was  asserted.  By  no  means.  Upon  that  point 
the  Law  of  the  Houses  was  quite  plain. 

Mr.  Yamada  Toji  asked  that  the  Order  of 
the  Day  be  changed  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  agreement  arrived  at  in  the  Conference 
of  the  two  Houses  with  regard  to  the  Press  Law. 

Leave  was  sought  from  the  Government  and 
granted.  The  amended  Articles,  19  and  20, 
were  as  follow  : — 

Art.  19. — No  newspaper  shall  publish  matter 
calculated  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  or  matter 
contra  bonos  mores.  In  the  case  of  a  newspaper 
publishing  such  matter,  the  editor  shall  be  liable 
to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  20  yen  and  not  more  than 
200  yen. 

Ai  t.  20. — When  the  Minister  of  Stale  for  Home 
Affairs  considers  that  a  newspaper  lias  been  guilty 
of  either  of  the  offences  named  in  the  preceding 
article,  he  shall  suspend  the  newspaper,  and  prefer 
a  complaint  against  it  in  a  Court  of  Law  within 
24  hours  of  the  order  of  suspension.  Should  the 
Couit  decide  that  the  newspaper  is  not  guilty,  the 
suspension  shall  tei  miuate  de  facto. 


State  for  Home  Affairs  had  called  out  to  him 
to  go  on,  and  he  had  returned  to  the  rostrum 
without  the  President's  permission.  How  could 
that  be  justified  ? 

Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  recommended  the 
Minisler  of  State  for  Justice  to  consult  his  dig 
nity  by  leaving  the  rostrum  and  not  answering 
any  more  frivolous  questions.  Every  member 
in  this  House  knew  it  was  a  common  habit  with 
themselves  to  call  out  "  go  on,  go  on  "  to  a 
member  who  showed  a  disposition  to  leave  the 
rostrum  or  cut  short  his  speech.  They  could 
not  possibly  pretend  that  a  Minister  of  State  was 
not  entitled  to  do  what  they  did  over  and  over 
again.  If  they  wanted  to  correct  the  practice,  let 
them  begin  by  correcting  it  among  themselves. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  said 
that  this  thing  had  belter  be  settled  once  and 
for  all.  He  was  prepared  to  answer  any  number 
of  questions  if  by  doing  so  he  could  elucidate 
the  situation.  He  declared  emphatically  that 
the  President  had  not  power  to  suspend  a  Mini- 
ster of  State. 

After  a  few  more  questions  had  been  put  and 
answered,  the  Minister  left  the  rostrum. 

Mr.  Hoshi  Toru  said  that  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Justice  seemed  to  be  labouring  under  a  mis- 
apprehension.   He  appeared  to  think  that  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  the  Government 
Delegates  enjoyed  a  species  of  extraterritorial 
immunity  from  observing  the  rules  of  the  House. 
It  was  true  that  they  had  some  exceptional 
rights  under  the  Constitution,  but  they  could  not 
carry  these  rights  with  them  to  the  rostrum 
The  rostrum  belonged  to  the  members.    It  was 
the  place  appointed  for  them  to  speak  from 
No  member  could  be  ordered   to  leave  the 
rostrum  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  a  Minister  or 
a  Government  Delegate  10  address  the  House. 
Moreover,  if  the  President  had  already  recog- 
nized a  member,  that  member  was  entilled  to 
speak  before  any  Minister  or  Delegate.  In  short, 
the  Government's  extraterritoriality  did  not  ex 
tend  to  the  rostrum.    No  Minister  or  Delegate 
was  entitled  to  enter  the  rostrum  without  the 
President's  pennission,  and  if,    while  in  the 
rostrum,  a  Minister  or  Delegate   refused  to 
obey  the  President's  ruling,  he  could  certainly 
he  expelled.    If  the  House  agreed  with  him,  he 
proposed  that  what  he  had  laid  down  be  re- 
cognised as  a  rule. 

This  speech  elicited  universal  applause. 
The  President  said  that  in  order  to  discuss 
Mr.  Hoshi's  proposal  the  Order  of  the  Day 
must  be  changed.  He  presumed  that  it  was 
contemplated  only  to  establish  a  principle,  not 
to  enact  a  distinct  rule. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Education  said  that 
he  was  prefectly  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of 
asking  the  President's  permission  before  as- 
cending the  rostrum.  His  claim  had  been  that 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  the  Government 
Delegates  were  entitled  to  speak  from  their  own 


The  House  decided  to  accept  these  amend- 
ments. 

The  discussion  of  the  Supplementary  Budget 
was  then  resumed. 

The  remaining  items  having  been  passed  as 
amended  by  the  Committee,  the  President  said 
that  as  the  amendments  affected  "Fixed  Ex- 
penditures" the  consent  of  the  Government 
must  be  sought  before  voting  the  Budget  as  a 
whole. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Finance  signified 
the  Government's  consent. 


The  Bill  relating  to  the  Artillery  Arsenal's 
capital  was  then  passed  without  discussion,  as 
was  also  the  Bill  relating  to  the  Temporary 
Investment  of  Surplus  Revenue. 

Mr.  Ebara  Soroku,  on  behalf  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  reported  that  the  Committee  con- 
sidered the  Government's  procedure  unconstitu- 
tional with  regard  to  the  Surplus  Revenue.  The 
sixty-fourth  and  the  sixty-ninth  Articles  of  the 
Constitution  indicated  the  course  to  be  pursued 
with  regard  to  expenditures  overpassing  the 
appropriations  set  forth  in  the  Budget  or  not 
provided   for   in  it.     They  had   to   be  de- 
frayed out  of  Reserve  provided  in  the  Budget. 
The  Government  was  not  competent  to  employ 
the  Surplus  Revenue  for  meeting  such  expendi- 
tures.   The   Minister  of   State   for  Finance 
had  contended,   before  the  Committee,  that 
when  the  Reserve  was  exhausted  and  when  na- 
tional exigencies  arose,  the  Government  must 
be  allowed  to  employ  the  Surplus  Revenue, 
provided  only  that  it  subsequently  sought  the 
approbation  of  the  Diet.    But  the  Committee 
did  not  take  that  view,  and  the  House  had  not 
taken  it  last  session.    Therefore  the  Committee 
recommended  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore the  House,  as  well  as  of  the  Bill  relating  to 
outlays  from  the  Central  Famine  Relief  Fund. 

The  Minister  of  State  for  Finance  said  that 
the  Government  could  not  endorse  the  Com- 
mittee's view.  There  was  certainly  no  provision 
in  the  Constitution  forbidding  the  use  of  the 
Surplus  Revenue  in  the  manner  of  its  use  by 
the  Government  on  this  occasion,  and  in  the 
absence  of  such  /interdict,  the  employment  of 
the  Surplus  to  meet  State  exigencies  was  ob- 
viously proper.  How  could  it  be  supposed  that 
if  the  Reserve  had  been  exhausted,  the  Govern- 
ment must  fold  its  hands  in  face  of  any  national 
necessity  however  urgent  although  funds  to  meet 
the  need  were  lying  idle  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Kato  Masanosuke  spoke  strongly  against 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Government's 
procedure,  and  urged  that  the  Ministers  beheld 
to  their  responsibility  in  this  matter.  The 
House  had  previously  decided  against  the  course 
it  was  now  asked  to  sanction,  and  the  Cabinet 
had  thus  plainly  paraded  its  indifference  to  the 
rulings  of  the  Diet. 

Mr.  Kojima  Shoyo  supported  the  Govern- 
ment's procedure.  What  would  they  have  the 
Government  do  if  a  military  exigency  arose 
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when  there  was  no  money  remaining  in  the  Re- 
serve ? — (" Convene  the  Did.") — The  Diet  could 
not  be  convened  in  a  minute,  neither  ought  it 
to  he  convened  about  every  petty  question  of 
necessary  expenditure.  If  the  money  was  there 
and  if  the  occasion  to  use  it  existed,  let  it  be 
used.  The  Diet  was  entitled  to  determine  sub- 
sequently whether  the  occasion  had  really  war- 
ranted such  expenditure. 

The  closure  was  applied,  and  the  House 
refused  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Inouye  Kakugoro  spoke  in  defence  of 
the  Government's  procedure  with  regard  to  the 
Central  Famine  Relief  Fund.  He  look  the  same 
ground  as  the  Minister  of  State  for  Finance  and 
Mr.  Kojima  had  taken. 

The  House  rejected  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Imitation  Paper  money 
having  been  entrusted  to  a  Special  Committee, 

Mr.  Ishida  Kannosuke  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce an  urgency  Resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  House  having  refused  to  sanction  the  ex- 
penditures made  by  the  Government  from  the 
Surplus,  the  Cabinet  ought  to  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility and  adopt  a  course  suitable  to 
the  occasion.  He  said  that  unless  the  House 
took  this  action,  its  vote  about  the  two  Bills 
would  be  nothing  more  than  an  abortive  de- 
claration of  opinion.  He  claimed  that  in 
such  a  matter  as  expenditures  requiring  the 
ex-p'ost-facto  approval  of  the  Diet,  more  than 
ordinary  care  ought  to  be  exercised  by  the 
Government,  because  even  though  the  money 
were  illegally  defrayed,  it  could  not  be  recalled. 
The  thing  might  be  compared  to  cutting  off  a 
man's  head  before  thoroughly  deciding  his  guilt. 
The  Government  had  hitherto  shirked  all  re- 
sponsiblity  vis-a-vis  the  House,  but  it  could 
hardly  do  so  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Hatsumi  Hachiro  moved  an  amendment. 
He  had  submitted  to  the  President  a  Resolution 
of  the  same  tenor  as  Mr.  Tshida's  but  of  slightly 
different  phraseology,  and  he  now  proposed  it 
it  a»  an  amendment. 

The  House  decided  to  entrust  both  Resolu- 
tions to  a  Committee  of  9  nominated  by  the 
President,  with  instructions  to  report  the  same 
day. 

The  President  informed  the  House  that  Mr. 
Shimada  Saburo,  while  conversing  with  a  visitor 
in  one  of  the  reception  rooms,  had  been  attacked 
by  a  man  called  Hanazawa  Kichinosuke,  a 
native  of  the  Date  District  in  Fukushima  Pre- 
fecture, the  weapon  used  being  an  iron  cane. 
Mr.  Shimada  had  received  a  slight  injury  o«  his 
finger  and  behind  his  ear. 

Mr.  Ayai  Takeo  moved  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  be  changed  for  the  purpose  of  debating  the 
Address  to  the  Throne. 

Mr.  Ibara  Soroku,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  that  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  had  agreed  to  an  Address  in  the 
following  form  : — 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  THRONE. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty  — 

Your  Enlightened  and  August  Majesty,  on 
ascending  the  Throne,  was  so  gracious  as  to 
solemnly  make  five  vows  in  the  face  of  all  Your 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  to  the  end  that  both  the 
Authorities  and  the  people  might  cooperate,  as 
with  one  heart,  to  promote  the  successful  conduct 
of  State  affairs.  The  great  Impei  ial  Resci  ipt  con- 
taining these  vows  stands  even  as  consitpicuous 
and  fit  m  as  a  mountain.  Piofouiidly  impressed 
with  the  boundless  benevolence  of  Your  Majesty, 
it  has  always  been  dm  ing  many  years  0111  constant 
and  never  ceasing  endeavour  to  contribute,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability,  our  humble  share  toward  the 
fulfilment  of  Your  Majesty's  giacious  intentions. 
The  Ministers  of  State,  on  the  other  hand,  have, 
of  late  years,  failed  to  discharge  their  duties  in 
respect  of  Affaits  of  Stale  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  in  some  cases,  their  errors  have  caused 
trouble  to  the  Imperial  House.  In  the  fourth  ses- 
sion of  the  Imperial  Diet,  the  difference  of  views 
between  the  Ministers  of  Slate  and  us,  Your  Majes- 
ty's humble  servants,  became  so  great  that  we 
ventured  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  our  inability 
to  woikany  longer  in  conceit  wilh  them.  Your 
Impei  ial  Majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  solemn 
vows  above  referred  to,  was  pleased  to  issue 
a  gracious  Message  charging  both  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  of  State  and  Your  Majesty's 
humble  servants,  the  members  of  the  Imperial 
Diet,  to  labour  harmoniously  for  the  consumma- 


tion of  the  grand  objects  of  this  gloiious  lelgll. 
Youi  Majesty,  moreover,  was  plrascd  especially 
to  oider  the  Ministeis  of  State  to  introduce  rt- 
fuims  in  the  vaiious  branches  of  the  Administra- 
tion. The  Ministers  of  Stale,  on  their  paM,  in 
obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  benevolent  com- 
mand, promised  to  bring  about,  by  the  fidh  ses- 
sion of  the  Diet,  the  maintenance  of  official  dis 
cipline,  the  reduction  of  public  expenses,  and  the 
reform  of  the  Naval  Depailment.  Thereupon  ihe 
people  of  the  whole  country  rejoiced  exceedingly 
at  Your  Majesty's  giacious  condescension  in  ap 
proving  the  wishes  of  the  nation  ;  and  hoped  that 
the  fifth  session  of  the  Diet  would  biing  them  the 
promised  blessings.  The  Ministers  of  Slate,  how- 
ever, hied  meie  temporizing  measures,  and 
neither  the  maintenance  of  official  discipline  nor 
the  1  efoi  in  of  the  Navy  was  achieved  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  the  only  thing  accomplished 
being  retrenchment  of  public  expenses  and  dis- 
missal of  ceitain  officials.  Specially  unsatisfactoiy 
has  been  their  conduct  in  the  sphere  of  foreign 
affairs,  f 01  they  have  followed  an  ease-loving  and 
temporizing  policy,  their  only  anxiety  being  to 
preserve  the  goodwill  of  foreigners,  and  they  have 
completely  reversed  the  attitude  which  Ihey  ought 
to  maintain  to  their  own  countrymen  and  fo 
reigners  respectively.  Such  conduct  on  the  pail 
of  the  Ministers  of  State,  we  apprehend,  is  contrary 
to  the  giacious  wishes  of  Your  Majesty.  We, 
Your  Majesty's  humble  servants,  are  sincerely 
desirous  of.  promoting  the  smooth  conduct  of 
affaiis  in  obedience  to  the  Imperial  Rescript  men- 
tioned above.  But  the  Ministei  s  of  State  make 
it  impossible  for  us.  We  humbly  pray  for  Youi 
M  ajesty  s  gracious  and  enlightened  judgment. 
This  Address  is  respectfully  submitted  by  Your 
Majesty's  bumble  servant  Kusumoto  Masataka, 
President  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Soyano  Hanya,  on  behalf  of  the  minority 
of  the  Committee,  presented  a  report  disapprov- 
ing of  the  amended  address.  He  said  lhat,  on 
inquiring  as  to  whether  the  amendments  were 
intended  to  refer  to  Strict  Treaty  Enforce- 
ment and  the  Chishima  case,  he  had  been 
answered  that  the  majority  intended  them  to 
have  that  reference,  but  that  he  and  his  fellow- 
thinkers  need  not  regard  the  Address  in  that 
light  if  they  did  not  please.  In  view  of  such  a 
reply,  the  minority  reluctantly  felt  compelled  to 
dissent. 

Mr.  Takata  Sanaye,  to  whom  Mr.  Soyano's 
query  had  been  addressed  at  the  Committee's 
conference,  took  exception  to  the  above  state- 
ment. He  had  not  intended  to  imply  that  the 
ammendments  of  the  Address  were  definitely 
intended  to  refer  to  Strict  Enforcement  and  the 
Chishima  case.  He  had  merely  said  that  those 
who  desired  to  include  such  counts  in  their 
indictment  of  the  Government,  were  at  liberty 
to  do  so. 

Messrs.  Olsu  Junichiro  and  Komatsu  Sansei 
spoke  at  considerable  length,  the  former  in  sup- 
port of  the  Committee's  amended  Address,  the 
latter  in  support  of  the  Minority's  report.  Neither 
speaker  advanced  any  arguments  of  note. 

The  closure  having  been  applied,  a  closed 
ballot  was  taken,  when  132  voted  for  the 
Minority  Report  and  161  against  it.  A  ballot 
was  then  taken  as  to  the  Address  given  above 
(amended  by  the  Committee),  when  153  voted 
for  it,  and  139  against  it. 

The  House  rose  at  7.50  p.m. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  1ST. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

The  House  met  at  11.05  a-m  >  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1. — Bill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Regulations;  report 

of  Special  Committee, 
j.— Bill  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  141  of  the  aand 
year  of  Meiji,  and  Law  No.  4  of  the  Jjrd  year  of  Sfeiji .  report 
of  Special  Committee.  ' 

3.  — Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  ;  report  of  Special  Com- 
mittee. 

4.  — Bill  for  supplementing  the  Pension  Law;  report  of  Special 
Committee. 

j. — Petitions, 

The  Bill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting 
Regulations  was  passed  through  all  its  Read- 
ings (vide  Proceedings  of  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, May  r 8th) . 

The  Bills  for  amending  Imperial  Ordinance 
No.  141  and  Law  No.  4,  correlated  with  the  Tax 
Collecting  amendments,  were  also  passed  with- 
out discussion. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  was 
passed,  the  heading  "  Regulations  "  being  chang- 
ed to  "  Law." 


The  President  announced  the  receipt  of  the 
Supplemcntaiy  Budget  from  the  Lower  House. 
Viscount  Tanl  moved  lhat  as  the  session  wag 

approaching  its  close,  the  Badget  Committee  be 

empowered  to  dispense  with  the  detailed  pro- 
ceduie  and  to  report  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  House  agreed. 

The  Bill  for  supplementing  the  Pension  Law 
was  passed,  after  a  brief  discussion,  and  with 
some  amendments. 

On  coming  to  the  fifth  item  (Petitions)  on  the 
Order,  the  House  was  counted  out  at  2.35  p.m. 

HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.15  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.— Petition  relating  to  refunding  of  surplus  money  realized  by 

the  sale  of  rice  paid  in  lieu  of  taxes. 
3.— Project  of  Carat  Law  sent  down  from  the  Upper  House. 

3.  — Railway  Bills. 

4.  — Project  of  Customs  Tariff  Law. 

5.  — Representation  relating  to  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the 
ur^in,  &c. 

6.  — Railway  Bills. 

7.  — Representation  relating  to  collection  of  Materials  for  a 

History. 

8.  — Representation  relating  to  Control  of  Rivers. 

9.  — Bill  relating  to  unpaid  taxes  in  districts  devastated  by  Ihe 
Great  Earthquake. 

The  President  announced  that,  in  view  of  the 
important  character  of  the  Address  to  the  Throne 
passed. the  preceding  day,  he  had  sought  to  be 
allowed  to  present  it  direct,  but  had  received  the 
Imperial  command  to  hand  it  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Household  Department. 

Tiie  Government's  Reply  to  a  Question  about 
Treaty  Revision  presented  by  Mr.  Toyama 
Kazuo  was  read.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  to 
make  public  the  details  of  negotiations  now  in 
progress  with  foreign  countries  and  to  declare 
the  future  policy  of  the  Government,  would  be 
not  only  contrary  to  recognised  international 
custom  but  also  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the 
Empire.  The  information  asked  for  in  the 
Question  could  not,  therefore,  be  furnished. 
The  Order  of  the  Day  being  taken, 
Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  asked  permission  to  say 
a  word  with  regard  to  the  control  of  the  House. 
Yesterday,  on  the  occasion  of  a  dispute  between 
the  Government  Delegates  and  the  House,  Mr. 
Hoshi  Toru  had  stated  that  the  Ministers  of 
State  and  the  Government  Delegates  possessed 
extraterritorial  privileges  in  the  House,  and  the 
Minisier  of  State  for  Education  had  endorsed 
that  view.  It  seemed  to  him  that  such  a  theory 
was  not  tenable.  No  petty  body  of  officials 
should  have  extraterritorial  privileges  in  the 
Imperial  Diet  of  Japan. 

The  President  said  that  when  this  point  was 
raised  the  preceding  day,  he  had  been  disposed 
at  first  to  change  the  Order  so  as  to  have  it 
debated.  But  on  reflection  it  had  seemed  to 
him  that  a  question  of  the  kind  might  be  left 
to  individual  interpretation.  If  a  motion  were 
introduced,  however,  it  should  be  duly  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Hayashi  Waichi  presented  and  explained 
a  Question  with  regard  to  removals  and  dis- 
missals of  Judicial  Officials. 

Ms.  Ishida  Kannosuke,  on  behalf  of  the 
Special  Committee  appointed  on  the  preceding 
day  to  examine  and  report  upon  a  Resolution 
calling  upon  the  Government  to  accept  its  re- 
sponsibility and  take  a  suitable  course  with  re- 
ference to  the  House's  decision  that  the  expen- 
ditures made  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  were 
unconstitutional,  announced  lhat  the  Committee 
approved  the  Resolution,  with  the  addition  of 
one  word  inadvertently  omitted. 

Mr.  Atsuchi  Masatoshi  presented  and  ex- 
plained a  Question  relating  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Department  of  Education  towards  common 
schools. 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  Murayama  Ryohei,  the 
House  proceeded  at  once  to  discuss  the  Repre- 
sentation relating  to  control  of  rivers.  The  Re- 
presentation, which  urged  immediate  steps  with 
regard  to  riparian  repairs  in  the  cases  of  the  six 
rivers,  Yodo,  Tone,  Chikugo,  Sho,  Takahashi, 
and  Hii,  was  adopted  with  debate. 

Dr.  Hatoyama  Kazuo  asked  and  obtained  per- 
mission to  introduce  as  an  urgency  motion  the 
following  Resolution: — 

The  conclusion  of  treaties  is  among  the  Imperial 
Prerogatives,  nevertheless,  matters  connected 
therewith  that  carl  for  the  enactment  of  new  laws, 
or  matters  relating  to  a  change  of  taxation,  re- 
quire the  consent  of  the  Imperial  Diet,  according 
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to  the  piovision  of  Articles  5,  37,  62,  and  63  of  the 
Constitution. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  conclusive 
force  of  the  Articles  of  the  Constitution  here 
quoted,  and  there  ought  not  to  be  any  doubt  as 
to  the  Government's  compliance  with  them. 
But  the  present  Cabinet  has  given  such  proofs 
of  indifference  to  the  Constitution  that  it  seemed 
wise  to  ennunciate  clearly  the  principle  embodied 
in  the  Resolution.  Whenever  the  enactment  of 
a  new  law  became  necessary  for  carrying  out  a 
treaty,  or  whenever  any  alteration  of  tariff  rates 
was  in  question,  the  consent  of  the  Diet  should 
be  asked  before  ratifying  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Jubi  spoke  in  the  same  sense,  and 
contended  that  because  no  provision  distinctly 
declaring  the  principle  in  question  was  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  it  did  not  at  all  follow  that  the 
principle  was  unconstitutional.  He  knew  that 
the  Government  and  a  certain  portion  of  the 
juris-consults  of  the  country  held  a  different 
view,  but  no  one  could  dispute  the  Diet's  right 
to  be  consulted  about  all  laws  and  taxes. 

Mr.  Shigeoka  Kungoro  opposed  the  Resolu- 
tion. The  13th  Article  of  the  Diet  stated  in  the 
plainest  terms  that  the  Emperor  concludes  treat- 
ies, and  the  House  could  not  possibly  arrogate 
to  itself  the  power  to  define  that  Prerogative. 
The  same  Article  stated  the  Emperor's  power  to 
declare  war  and  make  peace.  Was  it  pretended 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  could  define 
these  Prerogatives  also  ?  The  Japanese  Con- 
stitution was  copied  from  the  Constitutions  of 
foreign  countries  and  should  be  read  by  their 
light. 

Messrs.  Motoda  Hajime  and  Moriyama  Ko- 
nosuke  said  that  it  was  an  insult  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  speak  of  it  as  copied  from  foreign 
Constitutions,  and  urged  that  the  words  be 
recalled. 

Mr.  Shigeoka  substituted  the  word  "  collat- 
ed "  for  "  copied." 

The  closure  was  applied  and  the  House  voted 
the  Resolution. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  changed  for  the 
purpose  of  debating  the  Resolution  relating  to 
expenditures  from  the  Surplus  Revenue: — 

Wheieas,  tliis  House  decided  on  the  31st  of 
May  that  the  Expenditures  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  Sui  plus  Revenue  on  account  of  inun- 
dations wei  e  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  occasion 
of  appropi  iating  the  money  was  improper,  lliei  efoi  e 
it  is  resolved  that  the  Cabinet  should  accept  the 
responsibility  and  adopt  a  course  suited  to  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Hatsumi  Hachiro  introduced  the  Re- 
solution in  the  briefest  possible  manner. 

Mr.  Hashimoto  Kiutaro  endeavoured  to  speak 
in  support  of  the  Resolution,  but  the  House 
was  too  impatient  to  listen  to  him,  although  he 
urged  that  such  an  important  step  should  not 
be  taken  without  some  debate. 

The  Resolution  was  passed. 

The  first  item  on  the  Order  was  then  taken, 
namely,  a  Petition  from  certain  persons  in 
Yamaguchi  Prefecture,  who  claimed  that  rice 
paid  by  them  in  lieu  of  taxes  had  been  sold  for 
a  sum  considerably  in  excess  of  their  liability, 
and  prayed  that  the  surplus  might  be  returned 
to  them. 

Some  members  put  questions  to  Dr.  Hato- 
yama  with  reference  to  this  petition.  They 
endeavoured  to  renew  the  charge  against  Count 
Inouye  of  having  engaged  in  trade  in  1871  and 
1872.  Mr.  Kusakari  alleged  that  Count  Okuma 
had  engaged  in  trade  while  Minister  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  Viscount  Shinagawa, 
leader  of  the  National  Unionists,  had  also 
violated  the  Regulations  for  Officials.  This 
accusation  caused  much  excitement  among  the 
Unionist  members.  They  called  upon  Mr. 
Kusakari  to  withdraw  his  allegation. 

Mr.  Node  Shozaburo  strongly  condemned  the 
irregularity  of  making  a  charge  against  one  per- 
son the  occasion  for  preferring  in  the  House 
accusations  against  another. 

(Two  men  in  the  Strangers'  Gallery  who  made 
themselves  conspicuous  by  hissing  Mr.  Kusakari 
were  removed  by  the  police.) 

Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo,  as  a  point  of  discipline, 
urged  that  since  Mr.  Kusakari  must  have  under- 
stood the  responsibility  he  incurred  when  mak- 
ing such  observations,  his  remarks  ought  not  to 


be  lightly  expunged  from  the  Record. — (At  this 
point  some  one  called  Mr.  Tanaka  "  Tochigi 
Chindai—\\\Q  Tochigi  Garrison — which  threw 
Mr.  Tanaka  into  a  violent  passion,  and  he  re- 
torted with  Damare,  Kojiki-yaro — "  shut  up, 
you  beggarly  rascal.") 

Mr.  Motoda  Hajime  reminded  the  House 
that  they  were  not  called  upon  to  pronounce 
any  decision  as  to  Count  Inouye's  conduct 
twenty  odd  years  ago.  Nothing  could  be  mote 
contemptible  than  the  questions  addressed  by 
Radical  members  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Special 
Committee.  It  was  plain  that  these  questions 
were  dictated,  not  by  any  desire  to  elicit  the 
truth,  but  mere  ly  by  a  wish  to  throw  discredit  on 
the  Committee  because  it  consisted  of  Kai- 
shin-to  and  Kokumin  Kyokai  members.  The 
House  must  be  guided  by  facts,  not  by  the 
conjectures  of  individual  members.  Mr.  Saito 
Keiji,  when  preferring  his  charges  against  Count 
Inouye,  had  also  accused  Count  Yamagata  of 
divulging  military  secrets  to  a  commercial  com- 
pany. But  the  Committee's  investigations  had 
shown  thatnothingof  the  kind  could  possibly  have 
occurred.  Surely  such  a  flagrant  blunder  in  one 
case  ought  to  throw  discredit  on  all  Mr.  Saito's 
charges.  It  had  not  been  distinctly  proved  that 
Count  Inouye  had  not  engaged  in  trade,  but  it 
had  been  proved  that,  so  far  as  the  evidence 
submitted  to  the  Committee  went,  there  was 
nothing  to  show  that  he  had  engaged  in  trade. 
The  matter  resolved  itself  into  this,  then,  that 
certain  members,  knowing  Count  Inouye's 
fondness  for  trade,  thought  it  possible  that  he 
might  perhaps  have  been  involved  as  Mr.  Saito 
alleged.  He  need  scarcely  remind  them  that 
to  pronounce  a  decision  on  such  hypothetical 
conjectures  was  out  of  the.  question.  Besides, 
they  were  not  required  to  pass  judgment  on 
Count  Inouye.  They  had  to  decide  about 
transactions  set  forth  in  a  petition,  and  they 
had  better  confine  themselves  to  the  business 
before  them. 

Mr.  Kudo  Kokan,  on  behalf  of  the  minority 
of  the  Petition  Committee,  repeated  the  charges 
preferred  by  Mr.  Saito  and  reminded  the  House 
that  although  no  evidence  had  been  befoieit 
with  regard  to  Governmental  interference  in 
elections,  it  had  voted  the  fact  of  interference. 
He  said  that  Count  Inouye's  connection  with 
trade  was  notorious,  and  that  his  relations  with 
the  Fujita  company  were  proved  by  entries  in 
a  diary  and  by  his  own  letters.  The  House 
should  not  hesitate  to  denounce  any  Minister 
who,  while  holding  •office,  as  was  the  case  with 
Count  Inouye  in  1872  and  1873,  had  engaged 
in  trade. 

Mr.  Matsuoka,  Vice-Minister  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs,  said  that  the  House  should  un- 
derstand clearly  the  nature  of  the  two  companies 
said  to  have  been  involved  in  this  rice  business. 
In  the  early  years  of  the  Meiji  era  the  people 
had  paid  their  taxes  in  kind,  but  in  1873  it  had 
been  decreed  that  they  should  pay  in  money. 
Nevertheless,  as  they  could  not  immediately 
become  accustomed  to  this  change,  they  had 
been  for  a  lime  allowed  to  pay  partly  in  kind 
and  partly  in  coin.  In  Yamaguchi  Prefecture 
there  had  existed  fipm  old  times  a  custom  of 
storing  rice  and  money  by  way  of  provision 
against  famine,  and  the  duty  of  supervising 
these  stores  had  fallen  on  the  Headmen  of 
the  districts.  But  after  the  abolition  of  feu- 
dalism an  office  called  Kwanno  Kyoku  (office 
for  promoting  agriculture)  had  been  establish- 
ed. It  was  purely  a  private  affair,  having  no 
official  connection  whatever  except  that  its 
head  was  nominated  officially.  In  March  of 
1875,  this  office  had  been  abolished,  and  in 
its  place  two  companies  had  been  formed,  the 
Kyodo  Kaisha  and  the  Shizoku  Jusan  Kaisha, 
the  former  being  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  rice 
intended  for  paying  taxes.  The  Prefectural  offi- 
cials had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  either  of 
these  companies,  and  when  Mr.  Saito  alleged  that 
the  Prefect  of  Yamaguchi  had  entrusted  to  the 
Kyodo  Kaisha  rice  teceived  by  him  in  lieu  of 
taxes,  and  that  the  rice  had  been  taken  from 
the  people  at  excessively  cheap  rates,  he  made 
an  assertion  wholly  contrary  to  fact.  The  Pre- 
fect nevei  could  have  done  anything  of  the  kind. 
Neither  could  any  suffering  have  been  inflicted 


on  the  people  by  transactions  that  never  took 
place,  and  it  followed,  of  course,  that  the  corre- 
lated allegations  made  by  Mr.  Saito  Keiji  about 
prostitution  of  the  judicial  authority  and  the 
police  authority  were  baseless.    As   for  the 
charge  that  Count  Inouye  had  violated  the  Re- 
gulations for  Officials,  it  was  disposed  of  by  the 
report  of  the  Special  Committee.    Mr.  Saito 
had  alleged  that  Count  Inouye,  while  hold- 
ing  the   office   of   Senior   Vice-Minister  of 
Finance,   had  received  rice  in  the  year  1873 
and   sold   it   from   January    1874   and  on- 
wards.   But  Count  Inouye  had  gone  out  of 
office  on  May  14th,  1873,  so  tnat  Mr-  Sait0  was 
not  accurate  even  in  the  most  easily  verified 
points  of  his  accusations.    With  regard  to  the 
so-called  diary  of  Nakano  Goichi,  it  was  a' most 
questionable  document,  and  its  existence  could 
not  be  explained.    The  person  supposed  to 
have  possessed  it  was  one  Saito,  a  police  official 
who  had  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  investi- 
gating the  Fujita  affair.    Some  members  ap- 
peared to  place  great  reliance  on  Mr.  Ando 
Sokumei's  memorial.    He,  the  speaker,  agreed 
in  regarding  Mr.  Ando  as  a  man  of  the  highest 
integrity,  but  it  often  happened  that  these  honest 
men  were  conspicuously  credulous.    For  in- 
stance, Mr.  Ando  had  accepted  as  absolutely 
true,  on  the  evidence  of  the  aforementioned  Saito, 
the  allegation  that  false  money  had  been  forged 
and  uttered  by  Fujita  Denzaburo,  but  it  had 
turned  outultimately  that  the  story  was  without  an 
iota  of  truth.    Further,  the  documents  of  Fujita 
Zenzaburo  had  been  interpreted  as  referring  to 
Count  Inouye,  but  that  was  purely  a  matter  of 
interpretation.    It  did  not  constitute  any  proof. 
The  House  would  scarcely  be  consulting  *  its 
own  dignity  did  it  attempt  to  manufacture  a 
serious  charge  against  a  high  official  out  of 
rumours  more  than  twenty  years  old,  unsupport- 
ed by  any  evidence  that  would  stand  for  a 
moment  in  a  Court  of  Law.    Such  procedure, 
amounting  as  it  did  simply  to  an  appeal  to 
sentiment,    might   be   adopted   in   the  war- 
fare of   political   parties,  but  could  not  be 
reconciled  with  any  conception  of  the  House's 
responsibility.    There  was  not  an  iota  of  proof 
that  Count  Inouye  had  engaged  in  trade  at  the 
time  and  under  the  circumstances  alleged. 

Mr.  Nohira  Jo  attempted  to  prefer  a  question 
about  the  gambling  scandal  last  year  among 
Judicial  officials,  but  Mr.  Matsuoka  declined  to 
follow  him  into  such  irrelevancies. 

Mr.  Nakamura  Yaroku  declared  that  Mr. 
Matsuoka  had  furnished  in  his  own  conduct  an 
example  of  an  official  making  an  application  in 
his  private  capacity  and  then  granting  it  to  him- 
self in  his  official  capacity.  He  referred  to  Mr. 
Matsuoka's  leasing  of  land  in  Riukiu.  Possibly 
Count  Inouye  had  pursued  a  similar  course  in 
1876. 

Mr.  Matsuoka  denounced  the  charge  as  ut- 
terly false.  The  leasing  of  the  land  had  taken 
place  before  he  became  an  official. 

Mr.  Takanashi  Tetsushiro  moved  that  the 
whole  question  be  referred  to  a  Court  of  Law 
to  determine.  The  charges  must  have  sotne 
foundation  and  ought  to  be  sifted  thoroughly. 

Mr.  Kodama,  Government  Delegate  for  the 
War  Department,  appealed  strongly  to  the 
House  to  resent  the  insult  put  upon  all  the 
officers  of  the  Army  by  Mr.  Saito  Keiji's  base- 
less charges  against  Lieut. -Gen.  Count  Yama- 
gata, and  Lieut. -Gen.  Viscount  Torio.  These 
were  men  whom  all  officers  in  the  empire 
held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and  yet  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  had  deliberately  accused 
them  of  one  of  the  worst  crimes  that  could 
be  charged  against  an  officer,  that  of  divulg- 
ing military  secrets.  It  had  been  proved 
a  physical  impossibility  that  the  two  officers 
could  have  done  what  they  were  accused 
of  doing.  It  had  been  proved  that  the  so- 
called  "military  secrets"  were  not  military 
secrets  at  all.  How  did  the  House  propose  to 
atone  to  Count  Yamagata  and  Viscount  Torio 
for  the  fact  that  such  slanders  had  been  uttered 
against  them  in  this  Chamber?  He  did  not 
imagine  that  Mr.  Saito  Keiji  had  wilfully  manu- 
factured anyfalsehoods,butthat  he  had  preferred 
most  serious  accusations  without  anything  like 
sufficient  preliminary  investigation  was  beyond 
doubt.    In  the  name  of  the  whole  army,  he 
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upon  to 


demanded  that  Mr.  Saito  be  called 
apologise. 

After  some  further  discussion  relating  to  the 
functions  of  the  Petitions  Committee  and  the 
Special  Committee,  the  House  voted  against 
adopting  the  petition,  but  decided  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  Special  Committee, 
namely,  that  Count  Inouye's  conduct  had  been 
improper. 

The  House  rose  at  6.15  p.m. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Our  readers  ust  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  fnr  the  senti  ents  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 


PRAYER-WHEELS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — "Murray's  Handbook  to  Japan"  by 
Messrs.  Chamberlain  and  Mason,  contains  the 
Following  paragraph  : — "To  the  left,  immediately 
before  passing  throngb  tbe  big  gate  (of  the  Asa 
kusa  Temple  of  Kwannon),  is  a  popular  shrine  of 
Fudo,  just  outside  of  whicb  is  a  shrine  of  Jizo,  dis 
ttngiiishable  by  a  prayer-wheel  {gosho-guruma) 
roughly  resembling  a  pillar  post-box." 

This  genuine  specimen  of  a  prayer-wheel  still 
stands  in  the  place  indicated. 

Yours,  &c,  Y. 

May  24th,  1894. 


INSUFFICIENT  POSTAGE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  a  little  space  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  one  of  the  minor  duties 
which  everybody  neglects  because  nobody  feels 
inclined  to  undertake  an  ungracious  task  P  The 
habit  of  insufficiently  prepaying  letters  which  pass 
though  the  Japanese  mails  is  becoming  so  frequent 
among  foreigners  that  a  mild  protest  is  almost  a 
necessity.  No  one,  I  suppose,  grudges  the  few 
extra  sen  demanded  when  the  stamps  are  deficient, 
but  most  persons  ate  conscious  of  a  slight  an- 
noyance at  the  unnecessary  waste,  and  of  a  feeling 
that  their  letters  might  be  a  shade  more  welcome 
if  their  correspondents  had  been  more  mindful  of 
the  customary  obligation.  I  may  safely  say  that 
within  the  past  six  months  more  than  half  the  en- 
velopes that  have  1  eached  me  fr  om  Yokohama  have 
been  adorned  by  the  supplementary  stamps  affixed 
by  the  Post  Office  to  indicate  that  an  additional 
payment  is  required  on  delivery;  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  my  experience  is  not  at  all  uncommon 
in  this  community.  One  probable  reason  for  the 
oversight  is  that  a  sheet  of  European  note  paper  of 
the  ordinary  size  weighs,  with  its  envelope,  a  fi  ac- 
tion more  than  the  stipulated  quarter  of  an  ounce  ; 
and  as  foreigners  often  piefer  to  use  the  heavy 
paper,  they  exceed  the  regulation  limit  without 
giving  much  heed  to  the  matter.  It  might  be 
imagined  that  a  mistake  so  frequent  on  all  sides 
would  woi  k  its  own  remedy,  but  as  this  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  case,  I  venture  to  put  in  words  a 
remonstrance  which,  I  am  confident,  has  long  been 
in  the  minds  of  many.  H. 

Tokyo,  May  26th,  1894. 

AN  ASYLUM  ANNEX. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — Your  last  week's  issue  contained  a  brief 
but  sympathetic  refeience  to  Mr.  Ishii's  new  ven- 
ture at  the  Okayama  Oiphanage.  Possibly  your 
readers  may  be  glad  of  a  little  fuller  information 
in  regard  to  this  interesting  enterptise.  Mr.  Ishii 
has  long  felt  desirous  of  doing  something  in 
behalf  of  those  pitiable  society  outcasts,  incarce- 
rated and  discharged  prisoners.  Last  fall,  by  a 
seiies  of  stiiking  providences,  he  was  led  to 
befriend  one  after  another,  several  of  these  grown 
up  society  orphans,  of  the  most  abandoned  type. 
One  was  on  the  point  of  committing  suicide 
when  rescued,  and  others  were  far  gone  in  beg 
gary  and  want.  Three  weie  formeily  religious 
teachers — perhaps  the  worst  soil  of  renegades 
— one  was  miserably  wretched  and  mentally  en- 
feebled ;  another  had  served  out  eight  sentences  in 
prison;  yet  another  had  formed  the  desperate 
purpose  to  become  a  famous  robber,  and  the  last 
to  be  received  was  the  head  of  a  family  of  seven, 
all  but  the  two  youngest  members  of  which  were 
jail-birds.  And  yet  so  genial  and  uplifting  is  the 
influence  of  the  Home  that  all  ihe  thirteen  men 
now  in  it  seem  to  he  thoroughly  transformed  and 
stirred  by  the  promptings  of  a  better  life.  Their 
main  induslty  is  the  manufacture  of  figured  mat- 


ting, a  specially  of  this  legion.  Although  ciowdeil 
unduly,  the  Oi  phanage  piopei  has  given  up  one  of 
Us  buildings  as  a  Home  for  the  ex  convicts. 

This  is  abeady  full  and  no  more  can  be  admit  ted, 
though  iheie  aie  fiequeut  applications.  Anothei 
bu  tilling  is  an  impei  alive  necessity.  Any  who  ate 
inteiested  in  the  social  reformation  of  Japan's 
lower  classes  cannot  do  better  than  contribute 
toward  this  timely  work.  There  are  ueaily  a 
thousand  men  in  the  Okayama  prison.  On  an 
average  ten  are  daily  discharged,  and  seven  of 
these  soon  find  themselves  once  more  ioped  in  by 
the  police  .and  back  again  within  those  whited 
walls.  '1  his  through  either  confirmed  vicionsness 
or  sheer  inability  to  obtain  an  honest  livelihood. 
Doubtless  statistics  elsewhere  are  of  a  sad  simi 
lai  ity.  Mr.  Ishii  and  his  associates — especially  two 
men,  one  a  reformed  lake  and  the  oilier  a  college 
graduate,  who  have  devoted  their  lives  with  singu- 
lar fidelity  lo  this  noble  undei  taking  —  are  doing 
what  they  can  ;  in  no  dreamy  theoretical  fashion 
either,  but  with  downright  hard  woik,  wat  m 
sympathy,  and  practical  common  sense,  to  save 
at  least  a  few  of  these  wretched  outcasts  and  to 
tegenerate  the  lower  strata  of  Japanese  society. 
In  this  noble  mission  they  should  be  sustained  at 
all  hazards. 

The  Orphanage  proper  keeps  on  developing  and 
enlaiging.  Three  new  industries — carpentering 
and  blacksmithing  for  the  boys  and  cloth  weaving 
for  the  girls — have  been  introduced  recently.  A 
farming  colony  of  thirty  persons  has  been  sent  to 
Hiuga  to  ledaim  a  tract  of  150  acres  held  for  the 
Asylum  by  four  generous  hearted  Christian 
Japanese. 

Supplies  come  in  about  as  needed,  but  the  big 
family  is  facing  its  last  dollar  and  to-morow  is 
coming.  It  would  have  been  driven  lo  fasting  ere 
this  had  not  some  tutly  Christian  tourists  fiied 
ftotn  Yokohama  ere  they  took  ship  on  the  China, 
a  parting  shot  of  silver  well  wadded  with  bank- 
bills.  Would  there  were  more  such  keen-sighted, 
long  range  gunners.  The  Orphanage  is  in  dire 
need  of  them. 

JAMES  H.  PETTEE. 
Okayama,  May  26,  1894. 


REVIEW. 


"  Guide  to  Idiomatic  Japanese," 
Conversational  Books  are  thoroughly  unsatis- 
factory ways  of   familiarizing  oneself  with  a  lan- 
guage.   To  be  able  to  use  such  books  with  any 
intelligence  one  must  already   possess  a  consi- 
derable knowledge  of  the  language,  and  if  one 
possesses  that  knowledge,  one  is  competent  lo 
construct  for  oneself  the  very  simple  phrases  that 
usually  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  examples  con- 
tained  in  these    books.     We  are  specially  re- 
minded of  Ihis  criticism  by  a  woik  just  issued, 
"  Guide  to  Idiomatic  Japanese,"  by  Mr.  M.  I 
Kondo,  Principal  of  the  Yokohama  Eigo  Gakko. 
It  is  a  handy  little  volume,  containing  a  laige 
number  of  eminently  seiviceable  phrases  such  as 
a  foreigner  would  be  likely  to  need  in  daily  inter- 
course of  a  social  or  commercial  character  with 
the  Japanese,  and  it  so  thoroughly  fufils  its  pro- 
mise of  guiding  the  reader  to  "  idiomatic  "  Japan 
ese,  that  many  of  the  dialogues  offer  suggestions 
not  without  value  even  to  accomplished  scholars. 
But,  carefully  as  the  book  is  compiled  and  jud 
ciously  as    the   examples   aie  selected,  any  one 
attempting  to  take  it  as  a  vade  mecum,  without 
previous  grammatical  and  syntactical  study,  must 
be  disappoinied.    As  a  collection  of  dialogues  it  is 
emphatically  good.     There  is,  indeed,  a  minor 
blemish  :  many  of  the  words  are  run  together  in  a 
way  calculated  to  perplex  unlearned  readers,  and 
hyphens  aie  scattered  broadcast  with  I  it  tie  apparen  t 
method.    Why,  for  example,  write  arutokoro  as 
though  it  were  one  word  ;  ichi-yen  with  a  hyphen 
in  one  place  ;  ichiyen  without  a  hyphen  in  anothei, 
and  gojussen  in  another;  and   why  join  all  the 
wa's  and  ga's  with  hyphens  to  their  substantives? 
Why,  again,  write  de-su  sometimes,  desu  at  other 
times,  and  why,  under  any  circumstances,  write 
ikaga-desu?    We  catch  glimpses  of  a  system  in 
Mr.  Rondo's  manner  of  Romanization,  but  he 
epeatedly  lacks  constancy  in  giving  effect  to  his 
deas.      The  main  defect,    however,   is  one  in- 
cidental to  all  books  of  the  kind  :  lack  of  appeals 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  reader   and  reliance 
enliiely  on  his  memory.    Why  do  not  the  com- 
pilers of  such  works  add  notes  explaining  briefly 
and  succinctly  ihe  reasons  for  the  use  of  certain 
words  in  certain  contexls  and  setting  forth  the  rules 
of  construction  generally  ?    We  imagined  that  Mr. 
Kondo  had  done  something  of  the  kind  when  we 
first  opened  his  work,  and  perceived  that  the  initial 
dialogue  was  entitled  "  This  and  that."  There 
are  few  points  in  colloquial  Japanese  that  remain 
longer  obscure  to  the  foreign  student,  or,  at  any 


1. ilr,  that  constitute  niuie  persistent  sources  of 
blunder  to  him,  than  the  use  of  "  this  "  and  "  that." 

Apparently  Mi.  Kondo  appreciated  something  of 

lilt  difficulty  and  set   himself   lo  solve   it    in  his 
opening  exeicise.     How  has  he  succeeded  ?  Let 
us  see.    Here  are  five  of  his  examples  with  their 
accompanying  translations  : — 
Kort  i>a  Wi/'i.  1  want  thia, 

Sore-iva  ai-trare-mann  I  cannot  dive  you  that. 

St,nr>  hnnailtt-e  mm  hana-um    Put  thii  flower  Into  that  va»e. 
oiaihi-naial 

Komi  mon-ltara  ano  iriliuchi.t    From  thin  (jate  go  to  that  en- 

oitle-nasat  trance. 
AngatOf  achira-kata  mawalle  Thanks,  I  will  «o  round  by 

mairi-rnaihu  that  way. 

Now  from  these  examples  the  readei  learns  that 
the  Japanese  of  this  is  koye  or  kono,  and  the 
Japanese  of  that,  sore,  or  sono,  or  ano,  to  say  no- 
thing of  a  new  form,  achira,  apparently  confined 
to  ihe  demolish  ati  ve  pronoun  in  combination  with 
"way."  With  what  soil  of  mind  does  (he  un- 
happy student  rise  from  perusing  such  a  medley? 
Confusion  worse  confounded  must  be  his  slate. 
Yet  nothing  could  he  more  impoitaut  than  that  he 
should  acquire,  at  the  outset  of  his  study  of  Japa- 
nese, a  cleat  undei  standing  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween Kore,  sore  and  are,  and  their  groups  of  con. 
nected  forms,  and  nothing  could  be  easier  than 
to  convey  that  understanding.  If  men  of  Mr. 
Kondo's  capacity  set  out  to  wiite  conversational 
guides,  it  ought  surely  to  be  worth  their  while  lo 
make  then)  guides  to  the  clear  path  of  intelligent 
comprehension,  not  guides  to  a  jungle  of  perplexity. 


TROUBLE  IN  KOREA. 


(From  Our  Correspondent). 

Soul,  May  15th. 

L^st  week,  the  foreign  community  in  Soul  was 
rendered  uneasy  by  news  of  an  attack  made  on 
Dr.  W.  J.  Hall  and  his  Korean  servants  in  the 
not  loo  well-governed  city  of  Pyeng  Yang.  The 
Governor  headed  the  turbulent  mob,  arrested  the 
Doctor's  servants  on  the  pretext  that  they  were 
Chtistians,  and  refused  to  give  him  sufficient  pro- 
tection. A  few  sharp  telegiams  from  Soul  brought 
Ihe  ei  ring  official  to  his  senses.  Perhaps,  in  the 
near  future,  he  may  have  ample  leisure  to  meditate 
on  some  of  his  ill-advised  measures. 

In  Chulla  Do,  the  granary  of  the  kingdom,  the 
people  of  three  districts,  Chin  Do,  Na  Choo,  and 
Chim  Hai,  are  up  in  arms  against  their  rulers.  In 
Chin  Do  the  magisttate  was  killed;  in  Na  Choo, 
the  whole  family,  ten  persons,  of  the  magistrate 
weie  killed.  He  himself  escaped  and  has  not  been 
heaid  of  since.  The  chief  of  the  provincial  militia, 
called  together  his  men,  moved  upon  the  rioters, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  slaughtered  together  with 
1,400  of  his  troops — a  figure  doubtless  much  too 
high. 

On  the  51I1  inst.  the  Central  Government,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  Governor  of  Chudla  province, 
despatched  750  soldiers  to  aid  in  quelling  the 
riots.  These  braves  went  lo  the  port  of  Chun 
Chow  by  boat  under  escort  of  a  Chinese  man-of- 
war  and  150  veterans  from  the  Flowery  Kingdom. 
When  they  arrived  off  the  coast  of  the  rebellious 
province,  rumour  says  that,  finding  the  people  a 
unit  in  resisting  their  so-called  oppressors  and  the 
latter 's  minions,  they  decided  that  disembarkation 
would  be  a  needlessly  rash  act,  and  remained  on 
their  transport  and  man-of-war  at  a  respectful 
distance  from  the  shore  where  the  rebels  were  as- 
sembled in  force.  China's  much  talked  of  "  pro- 
tection "  fails  to  protect.  It  took  an  escort  of  three 
men-of-war  lo  bring  the  dead  body  of  the  refugee 
Kim  to  Chemulpo.  On  that  basis,  if  report  may 
be  relied  upon,  it  will  take  the  whole  Chinese  fleet 
to  protect  the  Royal  Army  on  its  way  to  restore 
order. 

In  the  meantime,  the  King  has  given  up  his 
proposed  visit  to  a  royal  grave  at  Kwoa  Chun  15 
miles  to  the  south  of  the  capital.  But  his  inten- 
tion had  happily  held  long  enough  for  the  con- 
sti  uction  of  a  good  road  along  the  route  proposed 
—  a  result  for  which  His  Majesty's  ought  to  be 
grateful. 


LETTER  FROM  AUSTRALIA. 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Healesville,  Victoria,  April  18th,  1894. 
The  trial  of  Sir  M.  H.  Davies,  Mr.  T.  B. 
Muntz,  and  Mr,  F.  Millidge,  on  the  charges  of 
making  a  false  report  and  balance-sheet  of  the 
Meicantile  Bank,  and  of  concurring  in  making, 
publishing,  and  circulating  the  said  false  report 
and  balance-sheet  with  intent  to  deceive  and  de- 
fraud shareholders  and  to  induce  persons  to 
become  shareholders    of  the  bank,  ended  in  the 
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acquittal  of  all  the  accused.  The  costs  incurred 
by  ilie  Crown  in  connection  with  the  three  prosecu- 
tions have  been  estimated  to  reach  between 
£4,000  and  £4,500. 

The  City  ol  Melbourne  was  lit  with  electricity 
for  the  first  time  last  month.  At  present  only  the 
city  proper,  bounded  by  Spring,  Flinders,  Spencer 
and  Latrobe  streets,  is  supplied  with  theelectiic 
light,  but  the  intention  is  lo  gradually  extend  the 
service  to  Cailton,  West  Melbourne,  East  Mel- 
bourne, and  South  Yarra.  The  scheme  also  pro- 
vides for  the  City  Council  undertaking  private 
lighting  later  on.  The  Corporation  has  hitherto 
paid  about  £20,000  per  annum  to  the  Metropolitan 
Gas  Company  for  street  lighting,  and  the  estimates 
for  the  electric  lighting  provide  for  about  the  same 
expenditure.  The  shareholders  of  the  Gas  Com- 
pany are  by  no  means  disconcerted  by  the 
appearance  of  a  rival  force.  They  maintain  that 
the  use  of  gas  as  fuel  is  increasing  so  rapidly 
that  the  Company  can  never  be  other  than  a  pay- 
ing concern. 

Australian  wine-growers  are  pleased  to  learn  that 
the  importations  of  Australian  wines  into  England 
during  1893  exceeded  by  nearly  20  per  cent,  those 
for  the  previous  year,  the  figures  being  for  1 893 
554,967  gallons,  as  against  464,561  gallons  in 
1892,  or  a  total  increase  of  90,346  gallons.  This 
increase  assumes  more  importance  when  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that,  according  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  returns,  wines  from  all  sources  imported 
into  the  United  Kingdom  in  1893  decreased 
2,638,538  gallons  as  compared  with  1892. 

The  following  notice  of  the  rescue  of  a  Japanese 
sailor  by  a  British  officer  will  prove  of  interest  to 
your  readers: — "  One  of  the  most  chivalrous  res- 
cues of  a  drowning  man  brought  under  public  at 
tention  for  a  long  time  past  was  made  during  the 
present  voyage  of  the  China  Navigation  Company's 
steamer  Ching-tu,  from  Hongkong.   The  Ching-tu 
called  at  Pott  Darwin  on  February  13th,  and  after 
leaving  the  haibour  she  was  ovei  taken  by  a  fierce 
squall  of  wind  and  rain.    The  steamer  was  travel- 
ling at  the  rate  of  five  knots  per  hour,  and  Mr.  G. 
F.  Morrison,  the  chief  officer,  was  standing  on  tile 
forecastle-head  directing  operations,  when  one  of 
the  Japanese  seamen  fell  overboard,  striking  the 
fluke  of  the  anchor  in  his  descent,  sustaining  con- 
cussion of  the  spine  and  sinking  immediately  out 
of  sight.     Hastily  throwing  off  his  oilskin,  and  1  e- 
gardless  of  the  fact  that  the  sea  literally  swarms 
with  sharks,  Mr.  Morrison  sprang  overboard,  and 
diving,  succeeded  in  seizing  hold  of  the  injured  and 
helpless  seaman.    The  occurrence  was  witnessed 
by  Captain  Innes  from  the  bridge,  and  with  very 
little  loss  of  lime  the  engines  were  reversed.  Life 
buoys  were  also  thrown  overboard,  and  the  gang 
way  lowered  well  into  the  sea.    As  Mr.  Morrison 
rose  lo  the  stn  face  with  the  Japanese  he  noticed 
thai  the  gangway  was  down,  and  he  struck  out 
boldly,  and   fortunately  succeeded  in  gaining 
firm  hold  of  it.     Both  were  then  drawn  out  of  the 
water,  Mr.  Morrison  very  little  the  woise  for  his 
immersion,  but  the  Japanese  thoroughly  exhaust 
ed,  and  suffering  severely  from  contact  with  the 
anchor.    The  conditions  under  which  Mr.  Morri 
son  gallantly  jumped  to  the  rescue  of  the  Japanese 
stamp  him  as  a  British  seaman  of  the  true  sort 
and  his  conduct  is  wot  thy  of  full  recognition  by  the 
Royal  Humane  Society."    The  gallantry  of  M 
Morrison  has  been  reported  to  the  Japanese  Go 
verntnent  by    Mr.   Marks  the    Consul,  and  the 
Japanese  authorities  will  doubtless  recognise  Mr. 
Morrison's  heroism  in  a  suitable  manner. 

According  to  the  Govei  nment  Statist,  the  total 
estimated  population  of  the  Australasian  colonies 
on  the  31st  December  last  was  4,068,318,  made 
up  as  follows: — New  South  Wales,  1,223,370;  Vic- 
toria 1,174,022  ;  New  Zealand,  672,265  ;  Queens- 
land, 432,299;  South  Australia,  including  the 
Not  thei  n  Tei  ritory,  346,874;  Tasmania  154,424, 
and  West  Australia,  65,064.  Taking  aiea  into 
consideration,  Victoria  is  by  far  the  most  densely 
populated  of  the  colonies,  the  number  of  persons  to 
the  square  mile  being  about  13.  New  Zealand 
comes  second  with  6,  Tasmania  thiid  with  5,  and 
New  South  Wales  fouith  with  about  3.  Compar- 
ing 1893  with  1892,  the  increase  in  population  for 
Australasia  amounts  to  83,645,  New  South  Wales 
taking  the  lead,  with  26,320  and  New  Zealand 
following  with  21,832.  The  marriages  in  1893 
show  a  maiked  decrease  with  the  exception  of  those 
in  New  Zealand,  which  increased  by  98. 

Recently  published  statistics  show  that,  as  re- 
gards mortality,  Melbourne  compares  favourably 
with  33  large  cities  and  towns  of  England.  The 
mortality  for  1,000  of  population  is  as  follows:  — 
London  20.6,  Knglish  towns  20. 7  ;  Melbourne  city 
16.8.  In  zymotic  diseases  the  coinpaiison  per 
10,000  deaths  is  still  more  in  favour  of  Melbourne. 
The  figures  are  :— London  29.4,  English  towns, 
19.2  ;  Melboui  ne  City,  7  9. 

The  Teetotal  Societies  have  lately  been  causing 
a  great  stir  in  Melbourne  and  elsewhere.  But 


men  of  the  type  of  the  Mr.  Hatch  mentioned  be- 
low still  survive  and  are  likely  to  do  so.  In 
crabbed  and  melancholic  world  it  is  agree- 
able to  fiyd  a  little  expausi veness  here  and  there. 
Such  for  example  as  is  shown  by  the  following  ad- 
vertisement which  appeared  in  The  Argus  a  day 
or  two  back  : — 

I  am  60  to-day;  and  will  be  happy  to  have  a  glass  of 
Great  Western  wine  with  any  friend  who  calls.— John 
Hatch,  Collins-street. 

Genial  Mr.  Hatch  !  May  he  live  long  to  enjoy  a 
green  vine-garlanded  old  age.  The  gentleman  is 
said  to  be  popular— deservedly  so— and  the  in- 
sertion of  a  public  notification  of  this  kind  can 
scarcely  have  diminished  the  number  of  friends 
anxious  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and  wish  him  a 
pleasant  journey  along  the  last  stages  of  life.  I  o 
drink  a  glass  with  any  friend,  and  all  f.  tends,  was, 
therefore,  a  "  large  01  der,"  but  not  one  from  which 
Mr,  Hatch  would  shrink.  That  is  not  the  Great 
Western  way  of  doing  business.  We  cannot  doubt 
that  he  remained  staunchly  at  his  post,  and  that 
the  more  friends  arrived  the  merrier  the  proceed- 
ings became.  A  sexagenai ian,  however,  111  sound 
condition  and  good  fettle,  as  Mr.  Hatch  must  have 
been  when  he  issued  his  spirited  challenge,  could 
well  stand  such  a  spurt  during  the  limited  period 
of  Collins-street  business  hours.  At  what  precise 
time,  however,  the  curious  will  inquire 
hospitable  entertainer  put  the  hatches  011  ? 

Dean  Macartney,  the  oldest  clergyman  in  the 
woi  Id,  preached  last  Sunday  before  a  large  con- 
gregation. The  venerable  dean  is  95  years  of  age 
and  yet  is  able  to  preach  twice  on  Sunday,  and  it 
is  said  that  his  sermons  are  characterized  by  great 
clearness  of  thought  and  hopefulness  of  tone, 
tjie  regret  of  the  Teetotallers,  the  Dean  has  been 
and  still  is  an  advocate  of  moderate  wine  drinking 
Thei  e  is  considerable  excitement  throughout  Vic- 
toria over  the  gold  discoveries  ill  Western  Australia. 


did  this 


could  just  point  to  their  mouths.     There  were 
many  willing  hands  to  help  them,  and  a  search 
party  was  sent  back  for  the  old  man,  who  had 
wandered  away  in  his  delirium  from  where  he  was 
left,  but  was  ultimately  found  and  brought  in.  The 
names  of  these  unfortunates  were  George  Davis, 
John  Kiernan,  Alfred  Newnham,  and  William 
Dunn.    They  then    made  their  way  into  Cool- 
gardie,  and  as  no  tidings  had  been  heard  of  Fitz- 
gerald  it  was  deemed  a  certainty  that   he  had 
perished.  I  may  say  here  that  unfoi  tunately  many 
other  men  have  gone  through  similar  experiences, 
till  it  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  nothing  very 
remaikable.    When  a  man  or  party  has  nearly 
died  through  want  of  water  he  is  said  to  have 
done' a  perish.'    As  I  have  already  told,  Fitz- 
gerald turned  up  all  right  at  Coolgardie.  The 
men  formed  new  parties  and  returned  lo  Kurnalpie, 
some  by  way  of  the  White  Feather,  the  others 
opening  up  a  new  and  direct  route  marked  on  the 
plan."  The  journey  from  Booracoppin,  the  railway 
terminus  to  Coolgardie,  is  a  most  costly  affair,  that 
is,  if  ihe  teamsters  are  made  use  of.    It  takes  20 
days,  and  deducting  all  expenses  a  team  of  5 
horses  brings  its  owner  £100  clear  profit  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  trip.    Great  antipathy  to  "  tothersiders," 
as  those  who  come  from  other  colonies  are  called, 
is  shown  by  the  Western  Australians.     This  is 
carried  to  the  length  of  refusing  lo  sell  water  or 
provisions  unless  at  exorbitantly  high  rates.  Some 
of  the  country  through  which  the  traveller  has  lo 
pass  fully  justifies  that  description  of  Western 
Australia  which  represents  it  as  "a  country  of  sin, 
sand,  sorrow,  salt,  and  sore  eyes."    It  is  interest- 
ing to  learn  that  the  diggers  are  able  to  maintain 
order  and  suppress  crime  among  themselves  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  policeman.    If  two  miners  have 
a  dispute  about  a  claim  their  mates  appoint  as- 
sessors who  go  into  the  evidence  and  make  an 
award  which  is  as  binding  as  though  made  by  a 
Court  of  Law.    A  pick-pocket  having  been  dis- 


The  steady  outflow  of  population  from  this  colony  C0Vered  in  flagrante  delicto,  the  diggers  muster, 
has  called  foith  a  public  expression  of  regret  from  |  appoint  a  judge  and   have  the  case  tried  ;  the 

result  being  that  the  criminal  is  expelled  from  the 
place — sent  off  at  15  minutes  notice  to  march  back 
to  Coolgardie  (from  Kurnalpie),  a  distance  of  95 
miles.    It  is  as  yet  premature  to  predict  anything 


the  Secretary  of  Customs,  who  sees  in  the  depar 
lure  of  so  many   tobacco  smokers  and  whiskey 
drinkers,  a  heavy  falling  off  in  taxes  to 
these  commodities  are  subjected.     The  enterprise 
ing   Argus  has  sent  a    special   correspondent  lo 
Coolgardie    and  Kurnalpie,  who  has  furnished 
some  interesting  accounts  of  the  new  find.  Ac 
cording  to  this  writer,  as  yet  the  game  cannot 
be  said  to  be  worth  the  caudle.    Water  is  very 
scarce  and  provisions  almost  equally  so.  Water 
sells  at  2/0.  a  gallon;  flour  at  £4  per  5olb.  b;.g; 
tinned  meal  al  2/6.  a  pound  ;  oatmeal  at  10/-  a 
7lb.  bag,  and  soon.    The  lucky  men  among,  the 
miiiers  may  be  counted  by  tens  while  the  unluc  ky 
run  into  thousands.      It  is  estimated  that  110  one 
should  go  to  Western  Australia  without  at  least 
£100,  to"start  with,  and  that  parties  of  eight,  each 
with  £100  are  considered  best.    About  £200  is  .  e- 
quired  for  the  purchase  of  necessary  equipment 
Thus  anything  like  successful  prospecting  requit  es 
£l,000  to  start  with.    The  hardships  encountet  ed 
on  the  road  to  the  mines  are  of  a  most  formidable 
chai  actei .    For  men  to  be  days  without  water  and 
to  arrive  at  their  destination  half  dead  with  ex 
haustion  is  most  common.    This  experience  is 
called  "doing   a  perish."    The  following    is  an 
account  of  one  such  party  written   by   Mr.  H 
W.  Mills,  the  Argus  Con  espoudent  :—"  Mean 
while,'  things  began   to  look    very   serious  with 
his  males  at  Kurnalpie,  and  after  waiting  some 
lime  for   Fitzgerald  to  return  had   no  help  for 
it  but  to  beat  a  retreat,  supposing  Fitzgerald  to 
have  perished  in  the  bush.  .  They  had  to  walk  55 
iles  over  an  unknown  country  to  a  small  field 
called  the  White  Feather,  distant  from  Coolgardie 
some  46  miles,  and  ou  starling  ihey  had  abso 
lutely  not  one  drop  of  water.    They  applied  to  the 
man  who  is  said  to  have  emptied  the  waterhole, 
and  who  was  known  to  have  plenty,  for  a  waler 
bag   full— a  waler  bag   contains  a  little  over  a 
gallon— but    met   with    a    refusal.     However,  a 
member    of   another   party  there   gave  them 
gallon,  and  with  this  amount  of  water  they  started 
to  walk  through  the  trackless  bush  55  miles  to  a 
place  the  compass  bearings  of  which  they  did  not 
know.    They  had  some  idea  of  the  direction,  but 
were  about  a  point  out,  as  it  afterwards  turned 
out.    After    travelling    for    about    three  days- 
imagine  it,  under  a  burning   sun   and  without 
drain  of  water — ihey  sti  uck  a  place  one  of  them 
knew  some  eight  miles  north  of  the  White  Feather. 
One  of  the  party  was  an  old  man  of  some  sixty 
years,  and  he  had  been  canied  for  some  distance 
by  John  Kiernan,  the  strongest  of  the  party.  They 
finally  left  the  old  man   where  they    knew  they 
could  find  him.     The  last  eight  miles  took  them 
21  hours  lo  accomplish.     They  were  able  just  lo 
stagger  for  a  few  yards  and   lie  down  and  so  on. 
Finally  they  attived  al  the  White   Feather  in  a 
condition  that  may  more  easily  be  realised  than 
described.    Theyweie  absolutely  speechless,  and 


certain  as  lo  the  permanent  results  of  the  diligent 
prospecting  that  is  going  on.  The  formation  of 
huge  mining  companies,  the  shaies  of  which  are 
being  sold  at  a  premium,  is  no  sure  indication  of 
permanent  success.  Nothing  pleases  the  Austra- 
lian's fancy  better  than  a  "Spec,"  and  he  lives 
and  dies  in  a  slate  of  unceitainty  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate failure  or  success  of  his  ventures.  The  chance 
of  losing  as  well  as  winning  is  not  one  that  he 
cares  to  guard  against.  Life  is  to  him  one  great 
lottery  and  he  would  not  have  it  otherwise.  He 
is  quite  accustomed  to  decide  the  most  serious 
issues  by  resorting  to  a  toss  of  the  coin. 

The  second  trial  of  the  action  by  Richard 
Speight,  formerly  Qiaiimau  of  the  Victorian  Rail- 
ways Commissioners,  against  David  Syme,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Age  newspaper,  claiming  £25,000 
damages  for  libel,  was  formally  begun  in  ihe  Su- 
preme Court  a  fortnight  ago  befoie  Mr.  Justice 
Williams  and  a  jury  of  twelve.  The  first  trial 
began  before  Mr.  Justice  Hodges  in  July  last  and 
occupied  six  months.  The  jury  failed  to  agree  as 
to  10  of  the  II  alleged  libels,  but  as  to  one  of  them, 
the  eighth,  relating  to  extiavagance  in  filestores 
branch,  a  verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  for 
£100,  and  judgment  was  entered  accordingly, 
and  the  defendant  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
plaintiff  necessarily  incurred  in  connection  with 
the  eighth  libel.  The  present  trial  is,  therefore, 
to  be  confined  to  the  io  remaining  libels.  The 
jurors  selected  to  try  the  case  are  a  mixed  set, 
consisting  of  one  painter,  one  gardener,  one 
accountant,  two  gentlemen,  one  butcher,  one 
dealer,  one  confectioner,  one  brickmaker,  one 
licensed  victualler,  one  maible  mason,  one  la- 
bourer. To  most  of  these  men  the  highly  de- 
licate questions  which  have  to  be  decided  cannot 
but  prove  extremely  difficult  of  comprehension. 
The  painter  has  been^  elected  foi  man.  The  tiial 
has  been  adjourned  till  to-day.  'There  is  a  diffi- 
culty about  the  supply  of  a  shotthand  writer. 
The  plaintiff  has  confessed  to  inability  to  meet 
this  expense.  The  judge,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
declared  that  he  cannot  do  without  one,  observing 
that  it  would  take  him  six  months  to  recoid  all 
the  evidence.  How  the  difficulty  will  be  settled 
remains  to  be  seen. 

Another  serious  libel  action  against  the  Age 
has  been  going  on  for  some  time  past.  Though 
the  proprietor  of  that  paper  is  undoubtedly  a  man 
of  immense  resouices,  it  is  considered  doubtful  whe- 
ther he  will  survive  defeat  in  both  actions,  should 
this  be  his  lot.  A  sporting  trial,  which  has  attract- 
ed considerable  attention  and  afforded  no  small 
amount  of  amusement  to  the  public,  has  been  going 
on  during  the  past  week.  On  September  231  d, 
1893,  the  Australasian  published  an  article  severe- 
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ly  censuring  the  conduct  of  a  ceitain  jockey  named 
James  Hayes,  which  jockey  has,  by  his  father  as 
next   f.  lend,  sued  the    paper  lo   recover    /c  000 
damans.    The  trial  is  not  concluded,  but  ll.'eie  is 
little  doubt  that  the  Australasian  will  win,  the 
evidence  of  the  malpractices  of  the  jockey' pro- 
duced  at  the  trial  being  ample  to  substantiate  the 
truth  Of  the  allegations  contained   in  the  article 
complained  of.   Seve.  al  jockeys  and  sporting  men 
have  been   under  examination,  and  some  very 
Startling  revelations  have  been  made.    Sir  John 
Madden,  the  Chief  Justice,  before  whom  the  case  is 
being  tried,  has  the  advantage  of  being  thoroughly 
conversant    with    lurl    language,    otherwise  the 
answers  of  some  of  the  jockeys  would  have  pioved 
utterly  unintelligible.     It  is  not  everybody  who 
knows  what  "putting  a  monkey"  on  a  horse  is, 
or  what  il  is  for  a  jockey  "  to  get  off  badly  like  a' 
reg'lar  sowker."    The  jury  empanelled  to  try  the 
case  consists  of,  an  engineer,  a  gentleman,  a  hotel 
keeper,  a  music-seller,  a  leather  cutler,  and  a 
plasterer.    The  news  to-day  is  that  they  were  con- 
sidering the  case  from  3  p.m.  to  9-30  p.m.  without 
arriving  at  a  verdict,  and  that  they  were  then  lock- 
ed up  for  the  night,  having  previously  asked  the 
Chief  Justice  whether  he  would  be  good  enough  to 

come  into  the  room  with  them  with  his  notes  a 

request  which  caused  no  little  amusement  in  the 
Court,  and  to  which  of  course  the  Chief  Justice 
refused  to  accede.  Sir  John  Mudden  before  lock- 
ing  up  the  jury  expressed  the  hope  that  they  would 
arrive  at  a  decision  by  the  morning,  adding  that 
"  it  will  come  to  seem  a  stigma  upon  us  if  every 
time  that  a  case  of  importance  has  to  be  decided 
we  cannot  arrive  at  a  verdict."  Surely  the  system 
is  defective  which  entrusts  the  decision  of  such 
complicated  questions  as  the  one  now  under  con- 
sideration to  men  who  have  never  been  taught  to 
weigh  evidence,  and  whose  education  has  not  fitted 
them  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  construction 
to  be  placed  on  language. 


BAPTIST  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 



Mission  work  in  Japan  under  Baptist  auspices 
was  begun  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  but  not 
until  recently  have  Baptist  missionaries  met  to- 
gether in  annual  meetings.  Their  Fifth  Annual 
Conference  was  held  in  Yokohama  in  April  and 
the  minutes,  just  from  the  press,  indicate  a  year 
of  forward  movement  even  though  a  thiid  of  their 
number  are  absent  on  furlough.  The  39  mission- 
aries now  on  the  field  are  located  in  10  different 
stations,  leaching  from  Nemuro  on  the  north  to 
Fukuoka  on  the  South.  With  them  are  associated 
89  Japanese  pastors,  evangelists,  colporteurs, 
Bible  women,  and  other  helpers,  whose  coopera- 
tion makes  it  possible  to  maintain  the  work  in 
these  stations  and  the  76  out-stations  connected 
with  them. 

The  reports  from  the  various  centres  show  that 
while  difficulties  abound,  and  overt  and  open  op- 
position is  frequent,  evangelistic  work  has  gone  on 
successfully  and  progress  been  made.  While  in 
some  sections  theie  has  been  a  marked  decrease 
in  the  number  of  convei  ts,  in  others  there  has  been 
an  increase,  with  the  result  that  243  have  been  1  e- 
Ceived  into  the  churches  during  the  year  undei 
consideration — a  few  more  than  during  the  pi  e- 
cedingyear.  This  does  not  represent  the  net  gain, 
however,  for  a  healthy  work  of  expurgation  has 
been  going  on,  by  which  68  have  been  lost  to  the 
churches,  while  15  have  been  claimed  by  death. 
During  the  year  two  new  churches  have  been 
organized,  making  a  total  of  19  in  the  Empire, 
but  two  of  which,  however,  are  self-supporting.' 
The  statistics  further  show  a  total  of  77  Sunday 
Schools  with  an  average  attendance  of  1,408. 
The  church  contributions  have  averaged  75  sen 
per  member. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  along  educational 
lines,  though  not  what  was  hoped  a  year  ago,  ow- 
ing to  the  financial  stringency  with  which  every  one 
is  conversant.  The  five  girls' schools  show  an  in- 
crease in  pupils  of  35  per  cent,  over  the  previous 
year.  The  exigencies  of  the  work  required  the 
opening  of  a  boy's  school  in  Osaka,  which  already 
shows  much  promise.  The  boy's  school  promised 
for  Tokyo  is  still  a  hope  only,  the  appropriation  for 
it  having  been  rescinded  for  the  reason  above 
mentioned.  The  Theological  School  in  Yokohama 
has  had  a  good  year.  Ten  pupils,  of  whom  four 
were  graduated  in  April,  were  in  attendance.  The 
routine  class-room  work  has  been  broken  in  upon 
by  a  pleasant  and  profitable  course  of  lectures 
by  prominent  Japanese  and  Foreign  Christian 
workers.  With  this  year  the  school  has  closed  its 
first  decade.  Its  Principal  throughout  these  ten 
years  has  been  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Bennett,  who  has 
brought  to  his  work  loving  and  devoted  service. 
The  Rev.  J.  L.  Dealing  now  takes  his  place  as 
Head  of  the  School.  Funds  have  been  received 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  recitation  hall  and  a  new 


dormitory,  and  already  the  much  needed  build- 
iiigsare  under  way.   The  following  quotation  from 

He  report  of  the  Board  of  Management  voices 
lite  hope  entertained  regarding  the  schools:—"  If 
with  the  supei  ior  appliances  for  work  which  weaie 
promised,  and  the  increased  sliength  of  the  teach- 
ing staff  in  number  and  experience  there  abide  the 
impress  of  genuineness,  spirituality, and  loyalty  to 
Chi  isl  and  the  Bible  which  we  believe  the  Semi- 
nary has  received  during  the  past  ten  years,  we 
may  hope  for  it  a  future  successful  in  a  true  and 
large  sense." 

In  the  line  of  publication  woik,  a  "Baptist 
Church  Manual"  has  heen  compiled  from  stand- 
ard wo.ks  on  Baptist  Chu.ch  Polity,  translated  and 
put  through  the  press.  This  is  the  only  new  woik 
finished,  though  old  works  have  been  revised,  and 
new  editions  of  old  works  published.  The  Hymn 
Book  revision  goes  on  slowly,  but  the  work  of 
Bible  revision  is  at  a  standstill,  the  absence  of  a 
majority  of  a  Committee  on  furlough  making  it 
seem  wise  to  discharge  the  Committee.  "  Pendle- 
ton's Christian  Doctrine,"  and  "  Inductive  Studies 
in  the  Life  and  Times  of  Christ,"  Drs.  Harper  and 
Goodspeed,  aie  in  process  of  translation,  and  it 
is  hoped  they  will  soon  be  ready  for  publication. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Religious  Publications  of  all  denomina- 
tions compiled  a  list  of  47  periodicals  and  158 
books  brought  out  during  the  year.  A  conserva- 
tive estimate  makes  the  pages  of  religious  litera 
litre  thus  published  about  11,000,000. 

The  Conference  and  its  invited  friends  had  the 
pleasure  of  addresses  from  Mr.  J.  Hudson  Taylor 
and  Miss  Geraldine  Guiness,  addresses  that 
were  uplifting  and  helpful.  A  paper  on  "The 
Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Relation  to  the 
Present  Dispensation  and  to  Missions,"  by  Rev. 
Wm.  Wynd  of  Osaka  was  listened  to  with  profit. 
The  annual  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  J.  L. 
Dealing.  He  took  for  his  text,  Rev.  5:  21-13, 
and  his  theme  was  "The  Pre-eminent  Position 
of  Christ  in  Christianity."  The  following  quota- 
tion will  make  a  fitting  close  to  thisshoit  report 
of  the  meetings,  as  showing  the  position  of  the 
preacher,  and  it  may  be  said  of  those  to  whom  he 
preached,  in  regard  to  the  estimate  to  be  put 
upon  Christ  the  founder  and  the  life  of  Christi- 
an ity  :—"  Christ  must  be  held  up  as  He  actually 
is,  not  a  Christ  whose  divinity  is  doubtful,  or 
whose  vicarious  atonement  may  be  questioned,  or 
whose  miracles  are  to  be  discounted,  but  the 
Christ  of  the  Gospels.  Christ  of  the  Bible  is  the 
only  true  Christ.  When  men  seek  to  hold  up  a 
Christ  that  shall  be  more  attractive,  when  they 
seek  to  take  away  from  the  true  Christ  the  '  foolish- 
ness '  and  the  '  stumbling-block  '  that  some  find 
in  Him,  it  is  not  Christ  that  they  hold  up  but  a  life- 
less, powerless,  invention  of  their  own  imaginings." 
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Before  H.  S.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Judge. 
Monday,  May  28th,  1894. 

EDWARD  WHITTALL  V.  THOMAS  HOLYOAKE  BOX. 

The  Couit  reassembled  at  10. 30  this  morning, 
laving  been  adjourned  from  Wednesday  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  defendant  time  to  consider  what 
further  action  he  would  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Litchfield  appeared  for  plaintiff;  de 
fendant  being  unrepresented. 

His  Honour— Well,  Mr.  Box,  what  have  to  you 


Defendant— I  have  had  an  opportunity  during 
the  adjournment  to  consult  with  the  learned  friend 
who  has  previously  assisted  me,  and  to  whom  I 
now  wish  to  tender  my  thanks  in  public,  and  I  think 
that  I  can  now  put  the  matter  clear  before  you 
But  first  of  all  I  should  like  to  put  in  two  letters. 

His  Honour— I  can  take  110  evidence  Mr.  Box, 
until  I  know  what  line  you  are  going  to  pursue. 

Defendant— My  case  rests  upon  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  me  with  Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons^ 
Company,  of  San  Francisco,  and  which  arrange- 
ment was  to  last  for  five  years. 

His  Honour — Is  that  all  you  have  to  say? 
Defendant — So  far,  your  Honour. 
His  Honour— You  admit,  Mr.  Box,  that  never 
did  any  word  pass  between  you  and  Mr.  Whittall 
as  to  what  time  this  arrangement  should  be  con- 
sidered to  exist.  Have  I  understood  you  aright  ? 

Defendant— My  contention  is  that  the  arrange- 
ment is  in  existence  still. 

His  Honour— You  had  belter  get  into  the  box 
and  answer  some  questions  which  I  wisli  lo  put  to 
you.   When  did  Mr.  Whittall  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment of  partnership  with  you  ? 
Defendant — I  contend  — 

His  Honour — I  want  110  contentions  now,  what 
1 1  am  asking  for  is  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  con- 


tentions can  coma  aflat  wards  in  their  p.  opei  place. 
Now,  when  did  Mi.  Whittall  ente.  into  (hi*  ..g.  ce- 
ment or  partuariihip  with  you? 

Delendant-  -When  I  lelu.ned  lo  Yokohama. 
His  Honour— Give  me  particulars  of  whai  took 
place. 

Defendant— On  the  21st  July,  after— 
His  Honour— I  want  to  know  what  passed  be- 
tween you. 

Defendant  — Mr.  Whittall  asked  me  wlnt  ar- 
rangements I  had  made  with  Messrs.  Newhall's 
Sons  and  Company,  and  I  told  him  that  they  had 
undertaken  to  carry  out  the  original  ariangeuienl 
and  to  do  business  on  joint-account. 
His  Honour— Is  thai  all  ? 
Defendant— Yes,  that  is  all. 

His  Honour— Now,  was  there  at  any  time  any 
conversation  as  10  your  being  made  a  partner  with 
Mr.  Whittall? 

Defendant— Yes,  your  Honour. 
His  Honour — Well,  what  was  it  P 
Defendant  — We  were  to  form  a  partnership,  and 

I  contend  thai  we  did  form  a  partnership  

His  Honour— Answer  my  questions,  there  can 
be  no  contentions  now— was  there  any  partnership 
arranged  between  you? 

Defendant— Yes,  there  was,  there  and  then,  that 
we  should  be  partners. 

His  Honour — What  was  said? 
Defendant— Mr.  Whittall  said  that  he  was  very 
pleased  that  I  had  been  able  to  do  business  with 
Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons  and  Company,  as  they 
were  old  friends  of  his  brother  in  London  ;  that  he 
would  manufacture  handkerchiefs  and  do  every- 
thing he  could  to  develop  that  arrangement  which 
I  had  entered  into;  that  he  would  assume  the  ex- 
penses and  allow  me  $120  a  monlh,  and  give  me 
half  the  net  profits  of  that  and  any  other  business 
that  might  result  from  my  visit  to  Amerca. 

His  Honour— Was  anything  said  by  you  or 
Mr.  Whittall  as  to  the  lime  this  arrangement  was 
to  continue  ? 

Defendant— No,  your  Honour.    Nothing  was 
said  except  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  that  contract. 
His  Honour — Was  the  word  partnership  used  1 
Defendant — Yes,  definitely. 

His  Honour — What  was  said  as  to  the  partner- 
ship ? 

Defendant— We  had  returned  from  seeing  the 
gentleman  about  the  tea  business  I  mentioned 
before,  and  I  had  declined  to  have  anything  to  do 
wilh  lea.  Then  Mr.  Whittall  said,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect  the  words  now,  we  will  form  a  partnership 
ourselves.    He  used  those  words. 

His  Honour— Did  he  refer  to  a  future  time  or 
lo  that  moment  ? 

Defendant— He  referred  to  that  moment,  but 
he  said  we  had  better  not  announce  the  partnership 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  believe  there  was 
some  other  sentence  used  such  as,  "or  on  such 
time  as  the  business  shall  be  worth  our  while 
doing  so." 

His  Honour — Now,  have  you  anything  further 
lo  say,  any  further  evidence  you  would  like  to 
offer?  You  were  going  to  read  some  letters,  I 
believe. 

Defendant — I  should  like  lo  read  two  letters  : 
one,  Mr.  Whittall's  reply  to  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
Newhall's  Sons  and  Company,  in  which  they  had 
enclosed  my  resume  of  the  [ai  rangement  I  had 
made  wilh  them  ;  and  the  second,  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Whitlall  to  Messrs.  Belding  Paul, 
Montreal,  referring  to  a  similiar  arrangement 
which  I  had  made  with  them.  I  have  asked  for 
these  letters  twice  before. 

Mr.  Litchfield  said  that  he  had  searched  for 
these  letters  but  could  not  find  them. 

His  Honour— Well,  in  exhibit  F.,  the  whole 
of  the  words  used  by  Mr.  Whittall  are  quoted. 
The  letter  refers  to  the  agency  or  commission 
business  which  had  been  arranged  by  Mr.  Box. 
[The  letter  was  read.] 

Defendant — My  contention  is  that  Mr.  Whittall 
had  full  cognizance  of  the  agreement,  because  in 
ihe  letter  just  read  occurs  the  sentence,  "  Il  must 
be  understood  the  agency  must  be  for  a  number  of 
years." 

His  Honour — Mr.  Box,  you  are  in  the  same 
difficulty  as  is  the  Court,  you  are  now  in  the  box, 
and  therefore  must  confine  yourself  to  evidence; 
you  must  not  bring  in  contentions  now.  I  do  not 
wish  to  embarrass  you  in  the  conduct  of  your  case, 
but  I  must  point  out  that  you  must,  for  the  present, 
keep  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  wish  you  to  keep 
to  the  facts  now,  and  give  me  facts  as  facts,  then 
when  the  lime  comes  you  may  give  me  arguments 
as  arguments. 

Defendant — I  thank  your  Honour  very  much  for 
your  kindness.  I  am  unfortunately  very  nervous, 
and  am  also  in  a  trying  position  having  to  conduct 
my  own  case,  but  I  will  try  lo  confine  myself  to 
what  is  strictly  evidence. 

His  Honour — You  clearly  understand   that  I 


674 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


[June  2,  1894. 


only  wish  10  lake  down  now  as  a  statement  of  fact 
wliat  is  really  a  statement  of  fact,  and  as  you  show- 
ed a  tendency  just  now  to  di if t  into  an  argument 
away  from  what  is  evidence,  I  called  your  attention 
to  the  point.  Now,  is  there  any  other  document 
or  fact  which  you  would  like  to  speak  of? 

Defendant— I  should  to  like  refer  to  a  letter  of 
Messrs.  Belding  Paul.  I  think  that  refers  to  the 
case. 

His  Honour  read  the  letter,  which  stated  that 
the  firm  would  cheerfully  take  the  agency  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Box  It  contained  the  sentence' 
"  Mr.  Box  proposes  to  make  it  a  five  yeais, 
contract." 

Defendant— It  is  that  phrase,  your  Honour,  that 
I  rely  on. 

His  Honour— Now,  what  other  letter  do  you 
wish  to  refer  to  ? 

Defendant— I  wish  to  put  in  a  letter  written  by 
me  from  Montreal,  in  which  I  say  that  I  am  li  ying 
to  make  the  same  arrangements  in  regard  to  the 
business  as  I  did  in  San  Francisco.  In  the 
letter,  whichis  addressed  to  Mr,  Whittall,  I  wiite 
"  I  proposed  to  him  the  same  terms  as  those  I 
proposed  to  Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons,  which  he 
quite  agrees  to."    This  letter  is  dated  May  15. 

His  Honour— Mr.  Litchfield,  Mr.  Box  proposes 
to  put  in  these  words  of  the  letter  dated  May  15 
do  you  wish  to  have  any  of  the  letter  read? 

Mr.  Litchfield— No,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  refei 
to  anything  in  that  letter. 

His  Honour— Is  there  anything  else  you  would 
like  to  read,  Mr.  Box? 

Defendant— I  should  like  to  call  for  the  letlei 
writtlen  by  Mr.  Whittall  in  reply  to  Messrs 
Belding  Paul. 

1  his  letter  not  being  in  Court,  Mr.  Whittall  went 
out  to  find  it.  In  the  meanwhile,  defendant  said  he 
had  no  further  evidence  to  put  in  at  present. 

His  Honour— Very  well,  let  me  have  your  aigu 

ments  now.  .   .  ■  a     1  ■  »-pi 

Defendant— My  argument  is  briefly  this,  ihe 

evidence  in  support  of  my  contention  that  the 
partnership  was  for  a  term  of  years  is  contained 
in  my  letter  to  Messrs.  Newhall's  Sons  and  Com 
.    pany,  dated  29th  April,  1893,  all  the  business  done 
with  them  having  been  done  under  that  letter; 
and  there  are  goods  at  present  in  hand  which  they 
have  unsold  on   account  with  the  business,  and 
which  they  have  on  hand  in  consequence  of  the 
business  arrangements  contained  in  that  letter 
Consequently,  that  arrangement  is  still  in  force 
Further,    that  this  business  was  made    by  me 
and  by  my  efforts;  that  Mr.  Whittall  was  ad 
milted  on  certain  conditions;  that  the  business 
was  canied  on  by  me  in  his  name  on  a  promise 
to  announce  the  partnership  at  the  end   of  the 
year,  or  at  such  other  time  as  the  business  may 
make  it  my  while  to  do  so  ;  that  when  all  the  busi- 
ness had  been  got  into  Mr.  Whittall's  name  he 
wrongfully  turns   me  out    of    the  business  and 
claims  it  as  his  own  ;  that  he  comes  into  Court  to 
claim  from  me  the  money  spent  by  me  in  gelling 
together  this  business,  from  which  he  has  wrong- 
fully turned  me  out;  and  that  I  claim  damages 
for  being  so  wrongfully  turned  out.    That  is  the 
whole  of  my  argument. 

His  Honour — Do  you  wish  to  offer  any  fuither 
evidence  than  those  two  letters?  Have  you  no 
further  evidence  to  offer? 

Defendant —Only  that  from  those  letters  you 
can  see  how  the  business  was  arranged,  and  I  can 
bring  evidence  to  show  what  business  was  done 
upon  those  letters. 

His  Honour— What  you  told  me  yourself,  Mr. 
Box,  about  this  business  was,  that  when  the  ac- 
counts are  made  up  between  you  and  Mr.  Whit- 
tall,  you  will  not  be  entitled  to  recover  anything 
from  Mr.  Whittall  on  account  of  the  transactions. 

Defendant— If  Mr.  Whittall  has  continued  to 
carry  on  my  business  and  has  carried  out  the  con 
tracts,  I  contend  that  he  is  carrying  out  contracts 
arranged  by  myself,  and  therefore  I  am  entitled  10 
half  profits.  I  should  like  to  know  if  I  can  lead 
evidence  upon  that  point. 

His  Honour — What  do  you  mean  ?  Do  you 
mean  that  you  are  entitled  to  share  the  profits  up 
to  the  lime  of  the  disagi  eement  with  Mr.  Whil- 
lall  ?  or  what  is  it  you  claim  ?  You  have  said  once 
that  there  aie  no  profits  in  the  business,  and  that 
you  are  not  entitled  to  lecover  any  from  Mr 
Whittall. 

Defendant— You  are  quite  right ;  but  there  are 
still  some  goods  unsold,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
render  an  account  yet. 

His  Honour — You  claim  that  if  the  contracts 
arecariied  out  you  are  entitled  to  something,  is 
that  so,  or  what  do  you  claim  ? 

Defendant— If  the  contracts  are  being  carried 
out  I  should  be  entitled  to  share  whatever  profits 
are  being  made,  that  is  my  contention. 

His  Honour— But  this  is  not  what  you  claimed 
in  your  answer.  You  are  now  claiming  something 
for  which  you  have  never  claimed  before. 


Defendant— I  contend  that  the  partnership  be- 
tween us  has  been  broken  by  Mr.  Whittall  without 
any  reason.  If  your  Honour  is  with  me  on  (hat 
point,  I  will  bring  evidence  to  show  what  the  pro- 
fits of  the  partnership  were.  I  beiieve  that  this  is 
the  point  to  which  you  directed  my  attention  when 
we  adjourned  last  week. 

His  Honour— What  I  told  you  was  this  :— You 
admitted  in  your  own  statement  to  me  that  neither 
Mr.  Whittall  nor  yourself  ever  made  any  agree- 
ment as  to  the  time  your  arrangement  should 
continue.  I  pointed  out  that  if  it  were  so,  then 
your  whole  claim  fell  to  the  ground.  You  see 
now,  do  you  not,  the  difficulty  you  are  in;  you 
admit  that  Mr.  Whittall  and  you  never  came  to 
any  terms  at  all — 

Defendant— Except  to  carry  out  the  agreement 
made  in  San  Francisco. 

His  Honour— Then  what  do  you  claim  now? 
Defendant— If  the  point  which  I  just  mentioned 
falls  to  the  ground,  then  I  can  claim  nothing.  If 
Mr.  Whittall  had  properly  terminated  the  arrange- 
ment ;  if  he  had  dissolved  the  partnership;  or  if 
lie  had  said  that  the  business  was  his  and  that  he 
did  not  require  my  services  any  longer,  then  this 
could  not  have  happened.  But  he  merely  told  me 
10  go.  He  ignored  me  altogether,  and  when  I 
asserted  my  lights  in  the  office,  he  said  that  I  was 
lo  go  out  of  it. 

His  Honour— Well,  I  am  trying  to  ascertain 
whether  in  your  answer  to  the  plaintiff's  petition 
you  clearly  see  that  you  aie  entitled  to  relief, 
do  not  want  to  sit  here  and  advise  you  what  re 
medies  you  have  in  certain  facts.    What  I  under 
stand  you  to  say  is  that  Mr.  Whittall  put  an  end 
to  your  agreement  wrongfully.    The  letters  show, 
or   you  contend   that  they  show,  that  there  was 
an  agreement  between  you  which  was  put  an  end 
to  wrongfully.    This  is  putting  your  case  in  the 
strongest  aspect  it  possesses— that  there  was  an 
implied  agieement.    If  you  rest  your  case  upon 
this  point,  you  can   have  my    decision  upon  it 
You  can  have  it  now  if  you  wish. 

Defendant — I  understand  that  the  real  point  at 
issue  is  whether  there  was  or  was  not  a  partnership 
for  a  term  of  years.  I  contend  that  there  was,  and 
through  ils  being  wrongfully  put  an  end  to,  I  have 
suffered  damage. 

His  Honour— Suppose  for  a  moment  this  agree 
ment  had  been  carried  out  for  the  full  five  years  by 
Mr.  Whittall,  and  that  at  the  end  of  that  time 
lie  should  put  an  end  to  it,  do  you  think  you  would 
be  entitled  to  damage  from  Mr.  Whittall  then  ? 

Defendant — I   think  that  he  would  be  in  ill 
wrong,  for  it  is  my  business  and  he  has  deceived 
me.    if  I  was  represented  by  Counsel  he  could 
have  made  a  speech  and  laid  all  the  matters  before 

you.  ,  , 

His  Honour— You  may  do  so  too  at  the  proper 
time.  All  I  point  out  to  you  now  is,  do  you 
clearly  see  whether  you  are  really  entitled  to 
damages  from  Mr.  Whittall  as  you  now  claim. 
You  aie  conducting  your  own  case,  had  you  had 
legal  assistance  in  Court— I  know  you  have  had 
legal  advice  outside— I  should  have  ordered  that 
your  claims  be  put  in  due  and  proper  form  ;  but  I 
am  allowing  you  more  latitude  than  I  should  allow 
Counsel,  and  for  that  same  reason  must  tell  you 
when  you  are  going  beyond  the  proper  limits  of 
your  case.  Now,  do  you  think  that  you  are  en- 
titled to  what  you  now  claim — you  may  be,  I  don't 
say  whether  you  are  not— that  is  the  question 
which  you  have  to  consider.  You  say  that  Mr. 
Whittall  wrongfully  broke  the  partnership.  Now, 
is  thai  a  point  on  which  you  rest  your  case? 

Defendant— I  think  that  I  should  wish  to  prove 
that  he  did  not  carry  oftt  his  promises  as  to  ship- 
ments of  goods. 

His  Honour— Mr.  Box,  you  said  just  now  that 
your  claim  is  that  Mr.  Whittall  broke  the  agree- 
ment with  you  at  a  time  when  he  was  not  entitled 
to  do  it. 

Defendant — Well,  your  Honour,  1  do  not  see 
that  I  can  do  better  than  abide  by  my  answer  to  the 
petition.  It  was  drawn  out  by  my  learned  friend. 
Of  course  I  could  not  monopolize  all  his  time  and 
so  only  told  him  the  salient  facts,  and  then  he 
drew  up  the  answer. 

His  Honour— In  regard  lo  the  second  paragraph 
in  your  petition,  Mr.  Box,  you  claim  salary.  What 
is  you  contention  in  regard  to  that? 

Defendant — That  claim  is  based  upon  a  promise 
made  me  by  Mr.  Whittall.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  railway-work  doing  just  then,  and  Mr. 
Whittall  was  under  contract  with  a  certain  gentle- 
man for  a  year.  Mr.  Whittall  undertook  to  give 
me  $120  a  month  for  clerical  work  in  connection 
will]  this  railway  work.  I  should  have  liked  your 
Honour  to  see  what  work  I  did  there,  too. 

His  Honour— Now,  what  is  your  contention 
with  regard  to  this  promise  of  salary  ?  Was  it  for 
any  fixed  time  ? 

Defendant— It  was  to  run  on  as  long  as  the 
business  lasted.  I  was  to  receive  this  salary  as  the 


working-man  during  (he  lime  of  this  agreement; 
and  that  salary  has  been  paid  up  till  a  month 
prior  10  the  termination  of  the  partnership — up 
till  the  2lst  November.  I  commenced  work  on 
the  21st  July,  and  have  received  four  months'  pay. 

His  Honour— Well,  are  you  credited  with  a 
month's  salary  as  the  accounts  now  stand? 

Defendant — I  have  the  accounts  made  up  so  far 
as  the  business  went  up  to  the  lime  of  my  leaving, 
and  ihey  show  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Whitlall  of  several  hundred  dollars,  and  in  his 
favour.  But  now,  if  they  were  made  up  they  would 
show  that  there  is  nothing  coming  to  me. 

His  Honom  — Now,  do  tell  me  exactly  what  you 
do  claim. 

Defendant — I  claim  that  I  am  entitled  to  re- 
cover from  Mr.  Whiltall  damages  for  his  failure 
to  carry  out  his  agreement:  1st,  to  manufacture 
handkerchiefs  ;  2nd,  to  ship  sundry  goods  to  sundry 
people  according  to  promises  made  to  them  by  let- 
ter ;  and  then  I  claim  damages  for  the  loss  sustained 
by  me  through  the  mischief  done  to  the  bus.uess 
through  Mr.  Whittall's  bad  financing. 

HirHonour — Do  you  refer  to  the  time  during 
which  the  business  was  being  carried  on  ? 

Defendant— Yes.  In  the  first  place,  we  ship- 
ped some  silk  to  San  Francisco;  some  excuse  was 
made  and  our  draft  dishonoured.  We  telegraphed 
to  our  clients  to  take  the  silk  and  do  what  they 
could  with  it.  This  was  done,  but  Mr.  Whittall 
eventually  dishonoured  their  draft  on  us.  Loss 
was  the  result.  We  were  to  send— Mr.  Whittall 
wrote  a  letter  upon  the  matter — a  consignment 
of  silk  to  France.  Mr.  Whiltall  drew  for  four 
months'  sight.  When  the  draft  was  presented  at 
Paris  it  was  found  that  the  documents  were  drawn 
against  payment  and  the  people  dishonoured  the 
draft.  Therefore  there  was  a  certain  loss  on  the 
transaction. 

His  Honour — That  is  what  you  called  the  bad 
financing. 

Defendant — Yes. 

His  Honour — Do  you  claim  damages  for  any- 
thing else  ? 

Defendant — Yes,  for  the  business  being  wrong- 
ly put  an  end  too. 

His  Honour— Mr.  Litchfield,  I  am  prepared  lo 
non-suit  the  defendant — it  is  a  curious  expression  ; 
but  he  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  plaintiff — 
with  regard  to  his  claim.  It  is  quite  within  your 
power  to  ask  for  it.  But  the  question  arises, 
whether  it  will  be  in  your  interest  to  rely  upon  my 
non  suiting  defendant,  or  whether  you  would  care 
to  bring  evidence  in  rebuttal  of  his  allegations. 

Mr.  Litchfield— I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Box  a 
few  questions,  I  think. 

His  Honour— If  you  do,  then  it  will  no  longer  be 
a  non-suit. 

Mr.  Litchfield— Perhaps  I  should  only  be  taking 
up  the  lime  of  the  Court  unnecessarily  if  I  cross- 
examined  him. 

His  Honour — Well,  it  is  a  matter  entirely  with- 
in your  discretion.  I  tell  you,  I  am  prepared  to 
non  suit  him. 

Mr.  Litchfield — My  cross-examination  would  he 
upon  the  question  of  accounts. 

His  Honour — If  I  offer  to  non-suit,  I  don't  pro- 
pose that  any  accounts  be  taken.  It  may  not  be 
the  wiser  thing  in  your  interest  for  tne  to  non- 
suit. It  is  entirely  within  your  discretion  to  say 
whether  I  do  so  or  not. 

Mr.  Litchfield — I  hardly  like  letting  the  case  fall 
as  is  at  present  stands,  without  cross-examining 
Mr.  Box  upon  some  points  given  in  his  evidence. 
His  Honour— Very  well,  then.  (To  Mr.  Box)— 
Have  you  any  further  evidence  to  give  ? 

Mr.  Box — Not  unless  you  Honour  wishes  me  to 
put  in  any  further  letters.  I  can  prove  all  that  I 
have  said. 

His  Honour — I  have  no  evidence  as  to  the 
damage  done  to  the  business  by  the  sudden  stop- 
page; J.  have  no  evidence  as  to  the  failure  to  manu- 
facture handkerchiefs;  I  have  no  evideace  as  to 
the  failure  to  ship  goods  ;  I  have  no  evidence  as  to 
the  bad  financing.  I  have  offered  to  non-suit  Mr. 
Box,  but  as  the  other  side  desires  to  cross-examine 
him,  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  I  should 
proceed  to  ask  him  to  produce  evidence  upon  these 
points  first  of  all.  t 

Mr.  Litchfield— After  what  has  fallen  from 
your  Honour,  I  ask  that  judgment  be  given  for 
plaintiff  according  to  the  terms  of  his  petition,  with 
costs. 

His  Honour — Then  you  ask  for  a  non  suit,  and 
are  prepared  to  take  all  its  consequences? 
Mr.  Litchfield — So  I  understand. 
His  Honour,  in  delivering  judgment,  said — In 
this  case  the  plaintiff  took  out  a  summons  upon  a 
promissory  note  for  the  payment  of  1,500  silver 
yen,  with  interest.  The  defendant  asked  leave 
to  defend  and  filed  an  affidavit  in  support  of  that 
application.  Leave  to  defend  was  given,  and 
plaintiff  was  directed  to  proceed  by  way  of  peti- 
tion in*lHe  ordinary  way.    The  defendant  filed  an 
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answer  in  which  lie  claimed  damages  from  tin 
plaintiff.  The  facts  set  out  in  the  answer  anil  ll 
explanations  given  me  by  defendant  do  not  appeai 
to  me  to  show  any  sliict  defence  of  the  petition 
They  set  up  a  new  claim  altogether,  and  piopeily 
speaking  the  defendant  might  he  called  upon  to 
file  a  petition  which  would  have  been  answered  by 
plaintiff,  and  defendant's  claim  determined  upon 
that  petition.  In  order,  however,  to  save  ex 
pense,  I  have  endeavoured  to  settle  the  issues 
between  the  paities  upon  the  facts  contained  in 
the  answer,  so  as  to  airive  at  a  decision  theieon. 
The  claim  ai  ises  out  of  an  alleged  paitnership 
and  defendant  asks  for  damages  by  leason  of  one 
of  the  partners  not  carrying  out  that  partnership 
properly;  and  damages  for  his  wiongful  putting 
an  end  to  it.  I  am  satisfied  upon  defendant's  own 
statement  and  evidence  that  there  was  no  agree 
ment  to  carry  on  the  partnership  for  a  fixed  term, 
if  partnership  it  can  lightly  be  called.  Therefore, 
I  find  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  put  an  end  to 
it  at  any  time,  and  that  the  law  entitled  him  to  do 
so  at  any  time  he  liked,  and  that  he  did  so  put  an 
end  to  it.  I  am  satisfied  from  the  statement  of 
defendant  as  to  tlie  alleged  wrongful  action  of  plain- 
tiff during  the  continuance  of  the  partnership,  that 
such  act  on  plaintiff's  part  would  not  entitle  defen 
dant  to  legal  relief,  even  if  his  statement  of  the  fact 
is  correct.  On  the  whole,  I  feel  that  I  am  doing 
justice  in  this  case  by  non-suiting  the  defendant 
so  far  as  his  claim  is  concerned,  and,  as  lie  admits 
all  the  claims  made  in  the  petition  of  the  plaintiff, 
there  must  be  judgment  for  plaintiff  with  costs. 

Mr.  Litchfield — Will  the  form  of  decree  be  set 
lied  in  chambers  ? 

His  Honour— Yes,  in  chambers;  and  I  will  give 
you  an  appointment,  to  save  the  cost  of  sum- 
monses. Will  Thursday  morning  at  10.30  o'clock 
suit  you  ? 

Mr.  Litchfield — Yes,  sir. 

The  Court  then  rose. 


MARINE  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 


Teishinsho,  Tokyo,  June  ist,  1894. 

the  stranding  of  the  "  sakata  maru." 
The  decision  of  the  Marine  Comt  of  Inquiry 
which  was  held  into  the  circumstances  (attending 
the  stranding  of  the  N.Y.K.  steamer  Sakata  Maru 
at  Fushiki  Anchorage,  on  23rd  January  last,  was 
given  this  morning  in  Tokyo.  The  translation  of 
the  finding  reads  as  follows: — 

STATEMENT. 

The  Sakata  Maru  is  an  iron  screw  steamer  of 
1,369.25  tons  uetl  register,  162  nominal  horse- 
power, owned  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kabushiki 
Kaisha.  The  Master  was  James  Webster  Renny, 
a  British  subject. 

An  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  attending  the 
stranding,  which  took  place  at  Fushiki  Anchorage 
in  the  province  of  Yetchiu  on  the  23rd  of  January, 
1894,  was  held  and  the  evidence  given  by  the 
master  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Sakata  Maru  left  Yokohama  for  Fushiki 
at  4  p.m.  on  the  18th  of  January,  and  at  3.33  a.m. 
on  the  2ist,  the  weather  being  thick  with  a  heavy 
sea  outside,  called  at  Hakodate  for  shelter ;  at 
10  a.m.  the  same  day  started  from  Hakodate  for 
Fushiki,  and  at  5. 50  p.m.  the  22nd,  when  under  the 
vicinity  of  Rokkosaki,  the  speed  was  reduced 
to  about  65  knots,  in  order  to  reach  Fushiki 
at  daylight  next  morning;  at  6.14  p.m.  Rok- 
kosaki Light  was  abeam,  bearing  N.W.  \  W. 
magnetic,  and  from  a  previously  obtained  four- 
point  bearing,  the  distance  from  the  Light  at  this 
time  was  11  miles;  then  steered  S.S.W.  5  W. 
magretic  ;  at  8  p.m.  leduced  the  speed  again  to 
about  5  knots.  The  Master  remained  on  the 
biidge  until  10  p.m.  when  he  left  the  Chief  Officer 
in  charge,  leaving  orders  to  call  him  at  midnight 
to  be  on  deck;  he  then  went  to  the  Chart-room  to 
rest,  as  lie  did  not  anticipate  sighting  Fushiki  Light 
Ijeloie  midnight.  About  11-43  P,m-  l',e  Chief 
Officer  leported  to  him  a  blight  light,  bearing  a 
little  southeily  fioin  the  ship's  head;  from  his 
reckoning,  however,  he  judged  the  ship  was  outside 
the  range  of  the  light.  The  Sakata  Maru's  bridge 
was  about  35  feet  above  the  water  line,  and  he 
judged  the  light  to  be  about  11  miles  off.  It  was 
a  bright  moonlight  night,  and  being  able  to  see  a 
considerable  distance,  although  it  was  hazy  over 
the  land  and  along  the  shore,  decided  on  going 
in  for  the  anchorage;  at  II.45  P'm>  ')e  Pul  tne 
engines  at  full  speed,  steered  the  same  course  as 
he  had  been  steering  until  the  light  bore  S.S.W. 
magnetic,  then  he  steered  keeping  the  ship's 
head  direct  for  Fushiki  Light.  At  midnight 
the  hands  were  turned  up  and  made  all  pre- 
parations for  going  into  port.  At  0.44  a.m. 
on  the  23rd  of  January,  considering  that  the  dis- 
tance from  the  light  was  about  i{  miles,  he  rung 


"  Stand-by,"  and  subsequently  g  ive  the  order  to 
"  Heave  the  lead,"  and  loiind  the  depth  of  watei 
was  3J  fathoms,  then  heiung  "Stop,"  and  "  lull 
speed  astern,"  almost  at  the  same  lime.  At  0.46 
a.m.  let  go  the  staiboaid  anchor,  hut  the  ship  was 
still  foiging  ahead,  and  look  the  giound  at  about 
two  cables  off  Fushiki  Lighthouse,  causing  the 
damage  in  the  ship's  bottom  aft  on  the  port-side 
The  Master  attributes  the  stranding  of  the  ship  to 
an  error  Of  judgment,  misjudging  the  distance  off 
Fushiki  Light ;  ll  le  haze  over  the  low  land,  and 
the  lefleciiou  of  the  moon's  lays,  which  prevented 
him  from  making  out  the  shore.  He  also  slated 
that,  at  the  lime  of  giounding,  the  sea  was  smooth 
and  no  noise  of  broken  waler  was  heard,  and  that 
he  saw  nothing  whatever  besides  the  light  of  the 
Fushiki  Lighthouse. 

JUDGMENT. 

The  Court  having  carefully  considered  the  evi- 
dence given  by  the  witness  interested  in  this  case 
and  the  entries  in  the  ship's  log,  has  formed  the 
following  opinion. — 

The  Master  reduced  the  ship's  speed  when  he 
came  under  the  lee  of  Rokkosaki  at  5.50  p.m., 
22nd  January,  in  order  to  reach  Fushiki  at  day 
'ight  on  the  next  morning,  but,  at  II. 45  p.m.  hav- 
ing sighted  Fushiki  Light,  he  put  the  engines 
full  speed  again,  making  10  knots,  deciding 
to  go  in  to  the  anchorage.  Having  taken  into  ac 
count  the  ship's  speed  and  the  judged  distance  of 
Fushiki  Light  (11  miles),  made  in  the  statement 
as  being  trustworthy,  the  Court  assumes  that  the 
ship  should  have  been  in  the  anchorage  at  or  be 
fore  0.44  a.m.  on  the  23rd.  Notwithstanding  this, 
and  nevei  theless  seeing  that  the  haze  was  over  the 
low  land,  preventing  him  from  making  out  til 
shore,  he  proceeded  at  full  speed,  never  having 
ascertained  the  depth  of  water,  until  0.44  a.m. 
on  the  23rd  when  taking  the  ground,  which 
caused  the  damage  in  the  ship's  bottom. 

In  conclusion,  the  Court  is  of  opinion  that  the 
stianding  was  caused  solely  through  the  careless 
and  reckless  navigation  on  the  pai  t  of  the  Master. 

The  Court  therefore  recommends,  accoiding  to 
Section  10  in  the  General  Regulations  for  the  Ex 
amiuaiionsofand  Granting  Certificates  to  Masters, 
Mates,  and  Engineers  of  vessels  of  Foreign  Form 
of  Construction,  that  the  certificate  of  Master  of 
le  First  Grade  (No.  177),  of  James  Webster 
Renny,  the  Master,  be  suspended  for  a  period  of 
four  months. 

(Signed)        J.  Ito,  President. 

U.  Yoshida,  Assessor. 
S.  Yosh  IDA,  Assessor. 
I  hereby  approve  of  the  finding. 

(Signed)        Count  Kuroda  Kiyotaka. 

Minister  of  State  for  the  Department 
of  Communications. 
Tokyo,  June,  1st,  1894. 

Captain  Renny  inquired  whether  the  Court 
would  grant  him  a  Chief  Officer's  certificate  in  the 
meantime,  as  the  Company  were  willing  to  give 
iim  employment. 

Mr.  James  said  that  that  was  a  matter  to  be 
decided  afterwards.  If  the  Company  made  an 
application  doubtless  the  Couit  would  return  an 
answer.  At  present  such  a  request  was  foreign  to 
the  matter  before  the  Court,  which  was  to  deliver 
judgment  in  the  case  of  the  stranding  of  the 
Sakata  Maru. 

Captain  Renny  observed  that  he  had  been  out 
of  employment  for  two  months  ;  he  knew  that 
there  was  tio  precedent  for  such  an  application. 

Mr.  James  said  that  the  matter  could  not  be 
decided  at  that  moment,  and  the  Court  rose. 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail,"] 

\  — 

London,  May  28. 
The  acrimony  of  the  French  Press  on  the 
Congo  Treaty  increases. 

M.  Dupuy  is  forming  a  new  Cabinet. 


["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  May  29. 
The  Alwine  Seyd  has  been  wrecked  on 
Barren  Island,  and  is  a  total  loss.  The  vessel 
was  on  a  voyage  from  Newchwang  to  Amoy. 
The  captain  and  officers  have  arrived  at  Shang- 
hai, but  one  boat  containing  a  portion  of  the 
crew  is  missing. 

Nagasaki,  May  30. 
The  O.  &  O.  steamer  Belgic  and  the  Ocean 
steamer  Ulysses  have  been  in  collision  at  Amoy. 
Both  vessels  were  slightly  damaged.    The  Bel- 
gic leaves  this  port  to-night. 


[8ntui.Lv  1  rmu  in  VMI  "  Jai-an  Mail* 
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London,  May  26. 

A  successful  operation  for  cataract  has  been 
performed  on  Mr.  Gladstone's  right  eye.  His 
general  health  is  unimpaired. 

A  motion  introduced  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  Sir  John  Lubbock,  on  behalf  of  the 
Opposition,  to  divide  the  Budget  Bill  into  two 
parts,  so  as  to  enable  the  House  of  Lords  to 
vote  the  Naval  Sinking  Fund  Section,  has  been 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  forty. 

There  were  22  new  cases  of  plague  at  Hong- 
kong on  the  251I1  inst.  and  21  deaths. 

London,  May  23. 

The  Mayors  of  Manchester  and  Salford  and 
Councillor  Leigh  have  been  knighted. 

The  prisoner  Henry,  the  bomb-thrower  at  the 
Cafe*  Terminus,  has  been  guillotined. 

Six  of  the  Anarchists  who  were  implicated  in 
the  outrage  at  the  Liceo  Theatre,  at  Barcelona, 
have  been  shot. 

Political  arrests  continue  to  be  made  in 
Russia. 

Tenders  have  been  invited  for  a  Three  per 
Cent.  Indian  Loan  of  six  millions  sterling,  the 
minimum  price  being  fixed  at  ninety-eight. 

The  gold  reserve  in  the  United  States  has 
sunk  to  eighty-three  million  dollars,  and  as  the 
depletion  continues  the  situation  is  becoming 
serious. 

A  Socialist  resolution,  demanding  that  the 
servants  on  State  railways  be  allowed  to  attend 
the  Railway  Men's  Congress,  having  been  car- 
ried in  the  French  Chamber  against  the  Go- 
vernment by  a  majority  of  fifty,  M.  Casimir 
Perier  has  announced  that  the  Cabinet  will 
resign  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Morley,  speaking  at  Newcastle,  said  he 
feared  that  the  House  of  Lords  had  gone  too 
far  to  be  mended,  and  must,  therefore,  be  ended. 

May  25. 

M.  Casimir  Perier  has  resigned. 
The  treaty  drawn  up  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  King  of  the  Belgians 
leaves  the  province  of  Bahrel  Gazel,  in  the 
Congo  State,  to  King  Leopold,  whose  successors 
shall  remain  Sovereigns  of  the  Congo  State. 

The  Temps  and  the  Journal  des  Debats  ve- 
hemently attack  the  treaty,  and  say  that  France 
will  never  recognise  this  arrangement.  These 
papers  further  state  that  the  cession  of  Bahrel 
Gazel  constitutes  a  new  factor  in  the  Egyptian 
question,  and  that  France  will  contest  the  matter 
with  England. 

Dowe's  bullet-proof  coat  has  been  tested  in 
the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  General 
Lord  Roberts,  and  others,  and  when  cordite 
cartridges  were  fired  at  it  at  a  distance  of  a  few 
yards  only  the  projectiles  failed  to  penetrate. 


(From  Manila  Papers). 

Madrid,  May  9. 
A  bomb  was  exploded  in  front  of  the  Odescal- 
chi  Palace  at  Rome,  seriously  injuring  three 
persons. 

Madrid,  May  11. 
A  most  destructive  earthquake  has  occurred 
in  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  in  which  ten 
thousand  persons  perished  and  an  immensenum- 
ber  were  injured.  Several  cities  were  totally 
engulphed. — Daily  Press. 

London,  May  21. 
The  Earl  of  Rosebery  has  visited  Portsmouth 
in  reference,  it  is  believed,  to  the  proposed  im- 
provement of  the  defences  of  Portsmouth,  Chat- 
ham, and  Devonport,  and  providing  docking 
accommodation  for  a  large  fleet  at  each  place. 
An  enormous  grant  will  be  required  to  render 
these  places  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the 
Navy. 

A  war  plot  has  been  discovered  in  Servia  in 
favour  of  the  pretender,  Karageorgevics. 

London,  May  21. 
The  Russian  Government  is  sending  experts 
to  India,  Ceylon,  and  China  in  December  to 
study  tea  planting. 
The  Liberal  Federation  in  North  Wales  has 
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resolved  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  Welsh 
Party  to  adopt  an  independent  policy  and  has 
voted  in  favour  of  calling  a  general  convention 
of  Welshmen  to  formulate  a  national  policy. — 
N.  C.  Daily  News. 


CHESS. 


(From  Saigon  Papirs.) 

Paris,  May  10. 
Two  companies  of  the  17th  Native  Regiment 
have  mutinied  at  Bombay. 

May  11. 

England  is  increasing  the  troops  in  India. 

Paris,  May  12. 

A.  bomb  was  exploded  at  midnight  in  the 
Kleber  Avenue,  which  caused  some  damage, 
but  no  one  was  injured. 

Paris,  May  13. 
A  man  named  Toirnemire,  an  anarchist,  has 
been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  the  author 
of  the  explosion.— Daily  Press. 


(From  Japanssi  Papers.) 

Gifu,  May  28. 
A  strong  earthquake  was  felt  here  at  5.06  a.m. 
to-day     Residents  ran  outside  their  dwellings. 

Osaka,  May  28. 
One  of  the  crew  of  the  Kisogawa  Maru, 
which  arrived  here  from  Korea  yesterday,  states 
that  the  Togaku-to  partisans  have  ceased  from 
plundering.  The  Kanyo  Maru,  which  left 
Kokwa  with  a  number  of  Government  soldiers 
for  the  scene  of  disturbance,  has  been  taken  by 
the  rebels,  and  the  ship  beached.  The  captain,  a 
Japanese,  and  the  purser,  a  Korean,  have  been 
captured.  The  Yamato  Kan  has  gone  to 
Nanyowan  to  protect  Japanese  residents,  and  the 
Oshima  Kan  is  now  staying  at  Fusan. 

Shizuoka,  May  28 
A  certain  Mr.  Uchida,  of  the  Kakegawa  Bank, 
has  been  arrested  on  a  charge  of  having  stolen 
30,000  yen  from  the  Bank. 

Fusan,  Korea,  May  29. 
Two  Korean  cargo  boats  were  attacked  by 
Togaku-to  adherents  near  Gunzanto  this  morn- 
ing, and  more  than  three  hundred  koku  of  rice 
and  beans  were  stolen.  The  Japanese  Consuls 
have  consequently  instructed  Japanese  mer- 
chants to  discontinue  doing  rice  business  in 
Zenra  Province. 

Soul,  Korea,  May  30. 
The  first  instalment  of  the  Korean  indemnity 
connected  with  the  prohibition  of  the  export  of 
beans,  was  paid  by  the  Korean  Government  into 
the  Japanese  Legation  on  the  28th  ult. 

Hakata,  May  30. 
Fire  has  broken  out  in  the  Tagawa  coal  mine, 
and  is  not  yet  extinguished. 

Nagasaki,  May  30. 
Some  four  hundred  passengers  on  board  the 
Belgic  and  one  other  vessel,  who  arrived  here 
from  Hongkong,  were  disinfected  this  morning. 
No  trace  of  the  plague  was  discovered. 

Soul,  Korea,  May  29. 
Mr.  Sugimura,  Japanese  Acting  Charge 
d 'Affaires,  has  instructed  Japanese  Consuls  at 
various  Korean  ports  to  prevent  Japanese  com- 
mercial tourists  from  entering  the  interior,  owing 
to  the  violent  disturbances  prevailing  there. 

Shimonoseki,  May  30. 
Lieutenant  Nakamura  left  here  for  Korea  to- 
day. _ 

Nagano,  June  1. 

The  third  train  for  Naoyetsu  was  derailed  on 
Sekiyama  yesterday.  The  cars  struck  against 
the  embankment,   and    six  passengers  were 

injured.  T 

Matsuyama,  June  1. 

A  woman  died  of  cholera  in  the  Ina  District 

yesterday. 

Hongkong,  June  1. 
The  pest  is  spreading  more  rapidly.  Some 
157  deaths  were  reported  between  the  26th  and 
31st  ult.,  and  114  patients  are  receiving  medical 
treatment. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addtessed  to  theCm«s  EnrruR.) 

The  local  Chess  Clubs  are  now  closed  until  the 
beginning  of  October. 

Solution  or  Problum  No.  123. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  Kt  to  K  B  sq.  1— Kt  X  Kt 

2—  R  to  Kt  4  2— K  X  R 

3 —  O  to  Kt  6,  mate 
J  -  if  2— B  to  Q  4 
3— Q  to  K  7,  01  K  B  8,  mate 

if  2 — Anything  else 

-i — O  to  O  4,  male 

6    ^      ^  if  i-B  X  Kt 

2— Q  to  K  7  ch.  2— K  moves 

-j — R  to  O  8.  male 

0  *  if  1— B  to  Q  4 

2—  Q  to  K  7  ch.  2— K  to  Q  5 
o_Q  to  K  3,  mate 

6   *  if  1-K1  to  K  5 

2_QioQ3  2— Anything 

3—  P  to  Kt  4,  male 

0  if  1— Kt  lo  K  7,  or  B  4 

2— P  to  Kt  4  ch.  2— K  to  B  5 

7 — .Kt  to  O  2,  mate 

3  ^  if  i-Ktto  R40.-8 

2—  P  to  Kt  4  ch.  2— K  to  B  5 

3—  Kt  10  Q  2,  male. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  W.H.S.  ("the 
double  sac.ifke  is,  of  course,  the  main  point;  but 
the  Key-move  is  by  no  means  apparent '  ),  Omega 
("magnificent"),  J. D.  ("a  perfect  gem  ),  Di 
gamma,  and  E.  King. 


Problem  No.  125. 
By  B.  G.  Laws. 


r 


WHITE. 

While  lo  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 
Steinitz— Lasker. 


Last  mail  brought  news  of  the  resumption  of 
play  in  the  City  of  Montreal,  and  when  llie  steamer 
left  the  score  stood  Lasker  7,  Steinilz  3,  Draws  3 
Ere  this  it  is  probable  lhat  the  match  is  over  and 
llial  Steinitz  (who  was  champion  before  Lasker 
was  born)  has  had  to  resign  the  sceptre  to  the 
younger  man. 

For  our  games  ihis  week  we  tianscube  the  tentl 
and  eleventh  of  the  match  played  in  Pl.iladel 
pl,ia  The  combatants  have  now  got  round  to 
live  Oneen's  Gambit  in  which  the  veleran  was 
(bought  to  be  particulaily  strong,  bill  in  these 
games  Lasker  seems  to  walk  round  him  without 
difficulty. 

Game  129. 

(tenth  game— queen's  gambit  declined.) 


25—  K  to  B  2  25— B  to  B  3 

26—  K  to  Kt  3  26— B  to  B  4 
27_Kt  to  R  3  27— B  to  K  6 

28—  B  to  B  2  28—  B  to  Q  7 

29—  Ki  to  B  2  29— R  to  Q  5 

30—  K  to  R  3  30— B  to  K  sq. 

31—  Kt  to  Q  3  31-R  *  P 

32—  Kt  to  Kt  4  32— R  10  Q  5 

33—  B  to  Kt  3  33-P  to  Q  R  4 

34—  Kt  to  B  2  34— P  to  Q  Kt  4 

35 —  Resigns. 

notes  by  lasker. 

(a)  First  introduced  by  Steinitz  in  this  and  similar  positions 
in  his  match  against  Gunsberg.  Its  object  is  ultimately  to 
establish  a  strong  centre  with  P  to  K  4,  if,  and  whenever,  pos- 
sible    Black's  next  move  seems,  therefore,  practically  forced. 

(b)  If,  instead,  7— Kt  x  Kt,  then  7  *  *  P  x  Kt  might  well  be 
played,  as  the  isolated  P,  far  from  being  weak,  is  very  trouble- 
some to  White's  game.  -  -  , 

(c)  White's  object  should  be  quick  development— for  instance 
13— B  to  K  2,  followed  duly  by  Castles  (K  R)— rather  than  this 
useless  attack,  which  compromises  his  K  P. 

(d)  17  •  *  P  x  P,  instead,  would  remove  White  s  source  of 
weakness,  his  P  at  K  4.  ■  , 

(c)  Preparing  for  Kt  to  Q  R  4,  to  be  followed  by  Kt  to  Q  B  s, 
when,  if  the  Kt  be  taken,  the  R  re-takes,  and  Black  must  win 
the  adverse  K  P.  This  line  of  play  cannot  be  prevented,  more- 
over, as  will  be  seen  on  White's  twenty-first  move. 

(f)  If  here  21 — K  to  Kt  2,  Kt  to  R  4,  when  if  22 — Kt  to  B  2, 
then  Black  could  have  decided  the  game  ill  his  favour  either  by 
■22  *  *  RxR;  23— R  x  R,  BtoR6(ch.),  etc.,  (as  pointed 
out  by  Steinitf),  or  by  33  *  •  B  to  Q  3,  followed  by  13  *  * 
Kt  to  B  s  (ch),  etc.  .  ... 

(g)  This  is  the  simplest  way  of  forcing  tbe  win,  as  obviously 
White  is  bound  to  lose  at  least  one  P,  while  Black  still  keeps 
his  superiority  in  position. 

Game  130. 

(eleventh  game — queen's  gambit  declined.) 
white.  black. 
Lasker.  Steinitz. 

,_p  to  Q  4  p  to  Q  4 

2-  P  10  Q  B  4  2— P10K3 

3—  Kt  10QB3  3— Kt  to  K  B  3 

4—  Kt  to  b  3  4—  B  to  K  2 

5—  P  to  K  3  5— Castles 

6 —  B  to  Q  3  6— P  to  Q  B  4 

7-  0  P  X  P  7-P  *  P 

8-  B  X  P  8-Q  X  Q  ch. 

9-  K  X  Q  9— Kt  to  B  3 

10—  P  to  Q  R  3  10— B  X  P 

11—  P10OK1  4  11—  B  to  Kt  3 

12—  K  to  K  2  12— B  to  Q  2 

13—  B  to  Kt  3  13—  Q  R  to  B  sq. 
I4_B  to  Kt  2  14— P  to  Q  R  4 
I5_P  to  Kt  S  15— Kt  to  K  2 
,6— Kt  to  K  5  16— B  to  K  sq. 

17—  P  to  Q  R  4  17 — B  to  B  2 

18—  Kt  to  B  4  18— B  to  Q  2 

19—  QRtoQBsq.  19— Kt  (K  2)  to  Q  4 

20—  Kt  X  Kt  20— Kt  x  Kt 

21—  Kt  to  K  5  21— B  x  Kt 

22—  B  X  B  22— P  to  K  B  3 

23—  P  to  K  4  23— P  X  B 

24—  P  X  Kt  24— K  to  B  2 

25—  K  R  to  Q  sq.  25— K  to  K  2 
26_P  to  Q  6  ch.  26— K  to  B  3 

27—  K  to  K  3  27— R  X  R 

28 —  R  X  R  28— R  to  Q  B  sq. 

29—  R  X  R  29— B  X  R 

30—  B  to  B  2  30— K  to  B  2 
3I_B  x  P  31— P  to  Q  Kt  3 

32—  K  to  K  4  32— K  to  B  3 

33—  P  to  Kt  4  33— p  t0  Kt  4 

34—  K  to  B  3  34— K  to  B  2 

35—  B  to  K  4  35—  K  to  K  sq. 

36—  P  to  R  4  36~ K  to  Q  2 

37—  P  to  R  5  37— K  to  K  sq. 

38—  K  to  K  3  38— Resigns. 

NOTES  BY  LASKER. 


The  British  steamship  Rutkevglen,  when  leaving 
Saigon  on  the  1st  May  with  a  French  river  pilot, 
got  foul  of  several  other  vessels.  The  pilot  says 
it  way  llie  fault  of  the  second  officer,  who  wrongly 
reported  passing  a  buoy.  A  court  of  enquiry  was 
lield  in  Saigon,  and  the  second  officer  was  found 
solely  to  blame. 


white. 

Steiniti. 

i_P  to  Q  4 

2—  P  10QB4 

3—  O  Kt  to  B  3 

4 —  P  to  K  3  (a) 

5—  0  P  X  P 

6—  P  X  Q  P 
7_p  to  K  4  (b) 

8—  0  X  Q  ch. 

9—  P  X  Kt 

10—  Kt  to  R  3 

11—  Ki  to  B  4 

12—  Kt  to  Q  3 

13—  P  to  K  B  4  (c) 

14—  Kt  to  B  2 

15—  B  to  K  2 
ib— Kt  to  Q  3 

17—  P  10  B  5 

18—  B  to  Kt  5 

19—  B  to  K  3 

20—  Castles  (Q  R) 
21  — Kt  to  B  2  (f) 

22—  B  X  Kt 

23—  B  to  Q  3 

24—  P  to  Kt  4 


BLACK. 
Lasker. 

1 —  P  10  Q  4 

2—  P  to  K  3 

3—  K  Kt  to  B  3 

4—  P  to  B  4 

5—  B  X  P 

6—  Kt  X  P 

7—  Kt  x  Kt 

8 —  K  x  Q 

9—  Kt  10  B  3 

10—  K  10  B  2 

11—  R  to  Q  sq. 

12—  B  to  Q  3 

13—  P  10  Q  Kt  3 

14—  B  to  B  4 

15—  B  to  Kt  2 

16—  B  10  K  B  sq. 

17—  P  to  K  4  (d) 

18—  P  to  B  3 

19—  Q  R  to  B  sq.  (e) 

20 —  K  to  Kt  sq. 

21—  Kt  to  Q  5  (g) 

22—  P  X  B 

23—  P  X  P 

24—  B  to  R  6  ch. 


With  the  one  exception  of  White  leaving  his  king  in  the 
centre,  the  opening  is  played  up  lo  the  tenth  move  on  conserva- 
tive and  well-known  lines,  resulting  in  an  even  position.  On 
his  fifteenth  turn  Black,  as  the  sequel  shows,  made  a  premature 
move  and  got  into  a  rather  difficult  game;  for  instance,  if  he 
had  played  15— K  to  R  sq.,  White  would  have  answered  16— Kt 
to  Q  R  4,  B  to  B  2 ;  17— Kt  to  B  5,  with  a  decided  advantage. 

Of  course,  when  I  had  to  consider  my  nineteenth  move,  I  did 
not  proceed  with  ig— P  to  Kt  6,  B  to  Q  sq.,  20— Kt  x  P,  B  x  P  ; 
ai— Kt  x  P  on  account  of  R  to  Q  Kt  sq. ;  aa— Kt  to  Q  6.  B  x  P 
recovering  his  material. 

Black's  twenty-third  move  was  forced ;  if,  for  instance,  Kt 
to  K  2  ;  24—  B  to  B  1,  R  to  R  sq. ;  25— B  to  Q  6,  followed 
by  R  to  B  7.  On  his  next  turn  Black  played  the  best  pos- 
sible variation,  for,  if  R  x  R;  35— R  x  R,  K  to  K  sq.;  36 

 p  x  P,  B  x  P  ;   37 — R  to  B  8,  and  wins  the  exchange. 

Many  thought  that  Steiuitz  could  have  proceeded  on  his  twenty- 
fifth  turn  with  RxR,  then  the  following  variation  would  have 
been  the  result ;  a 6 — R  x  R,  R  to  B  sq. ;  37-  P  x  P  ch.,  K  to  K 
2  ;  28— R  x  R,  B  x  R  ;  39— K  to  K  3.  B  x  P  ;  30 — B  x  B,  K  x  B  ; 
31— K  to  K  4,  and  White  would  have  probably  won.  For  in- 
stance, let  us  continue  ;  P  to  Q  Kt  3  ;  32— P  to  R  4,  P  to  Kt  3  ; 
33— P  to  R  5,  K  to  Q  3  ;  34— P  x  P,  P  x  P ;  35— P  to  Kt  4,  K  to 
%  ,  ;  j6_p  to  B  3,  K  to  Q  3  :  37-P  to  B  4,  P  x  P ;  38-K  x  P, 
K  to  K  3 ;  39— K  to  Kt  J,  K  to  B  2 ;  40— K  to  R  6,  K  to  B  3  ;  41— 
K  to  R  7,  K  to  Kt  4  :  43— K  to  Kt  7,  K  x  P,  43— K  x  P.  K  to  B 
<  :  44 — K  to  B  6,  K  to  K  S  :  45— K.  to  K  6,  K  to  Q  5  ;  46— K  to  Q 
6,  K  to  B  5  ;  47— K  to  Q  B  6,  K  to  Kt  5:  48— K  x  P,  K  x  P  :  49— 
K  to  B  5  and  wins. 

My  opinion  is  that  at  his  thirtieth  move  Steinitz's  best  play 
was  P  to  Kt  5,  but  should  lose  after  36— B  x  P,  P  to  K  4 :  37— P 
to  Q  7.  etc.  About  Black's  thirty-second  move  little  can  be 
said.  If  32— K  to  Kt  a:  33— K  x  P,  K  x  B  :  34-K  to  B  6,  P  to 
K  4  35— K  to  K  7  and  wins. 

We  hear  of  the  establishment  of  a  Chess  Club 
ill  Hongkong  and  the  members  have  our  best 
wishes  for  now  and  alway.  Curiously  enough 
they  seem  to  choose  the  summer  for  their  session 
and  summer  in  Hongkong  is  no  joke.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  learn  how  the  tournament  there  results. 
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MAIL  STEAMERS. 


TH  K 

Vtom  Shanghai,  Na- 
iMMki,  ami  Kobe  ... 

From  America   

From  Hongkong   

From  Hongkong   

From  Kurope,  vii 
Hongkong   

From  America   

From  Europe,  vit 
Hongkong   

From  Canada,  gee.  ... 

From  Hongkong   


NKXT    MAIL    IS  DUX 


per  N.  V.  K. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  ().  &  O.  Co. 
per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

per  M.  M.  Co. 
per  O.  &  O.  Co. 

per  N  D.  Lloyd 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 


Friday,  June  (Hi. 
Sunday,  June  ud.# 
Sunday,  June  ird.t 
Sunday,  June  31  d  1 

Friday,  June  8th.i; 
Sunday,  June  171l1.lt 

Wed 'day,  June  15th. 
Monday,  June  18th. 
Thursday,  June  lilt. 


•  City  of  Ria  .It  Jantht  left  San  Francisco  on  May  17th.  t  Btlgit 
left  Nagasaki  on  May 30th.  »  Kmna  left  Hongkong  on  May  26th. 
II  Stifhalitn  (with  French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  Mav  30th. 
%  Gallic  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  May  aoth. 


THK   NKXT  MAIL  l.KAVKS 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M,  M.Co.  Saturday,  June  and. 

For  America    per  O,  (t  O.  Co.  Monday,  June  4th. 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki    per  N.  V.  K.  Tuesday,  June  5th. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.  Saturday,  June  gth. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co.  Saturday,  June  9th. 

For  America    per  P.  M-  Co.  Tuesday,  June  nth. 

For  Furope,  via  Hong- 
kong     per  N.  D,  Lloyd  Friday,  June  15th. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.  Tuesday,  June  19th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.  Friday,  June  aand. 


LA  TEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 
Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
26th   May, — Yokkaichi  251I1  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia. 

Strathleven,  British  steamer,  1,588,  Cormack,  26tl 
May, —  Manila  vi4  ports,  Sugar  and  General.— 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.Archi- 
bald, 27th  May, —  Vancouver,  B.C.,  1 41b  May, 
Mails  and  General. —  Frazar  &  Co. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
2 7 lit  May, — Yokkaichi  26th  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kendei  dine, 
281I1  May, — Vladivostock  vii  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 

28th  May, — Yokkaichi  27th  May,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Normandie,  Norwegian  steamer,  956,  E.  A.  Bery, 

28th  May, — Takao,  Sugar. — Mitsu  Bishi  Slia. 
Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 

28th  May, — Otaru  via  ports  24th  May,  General. 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
28th  May, —  Kobe  27th  May,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 
Shimadzu,  28th  May, —  Hakodate  26th  May, 
General.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
29th  May, — Yokkaichi  28th  May,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Omba,  British  steamer,  1,907,  Crane,  30th  May, 

— Middlesboro'    viS.   ports,    General.— Samuel 

Samuel  &  Co- 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

30th  May, — Yokkaichi  29th   May,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 

naga,  30th  May, — Kobe  29th  May,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Empress  of  'Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 

Lee,  R.N.R.,  31st  May, — Hongkong,  via.  ports, 

23rd  May,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 

31st    May, — Yokosuka   31st   May,    Ballast. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Yamashiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C. 
Young,  31st  May, — Otaru  via  ports  271I1  May, 
General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Victoria,  British  steamer,  1,991,  John  Panton,  1st 
June, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C.,  15th 
May,  Mails  and  General. — Dodwell,  Cai  I  ill  &Co. 

Mikawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,202,  K.  Ono, 
1st  June, — Hakodate  30th  May,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
1st  June, —  Kobe  31st  May,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 

1st  June, — Yokkaichi    31st    May,    General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Kintuck,  British  steamer,  2,312,  Kemp,  1st  June, 

— London  vii  ports,  General. — W.  M.  Strachan 

&  Co. 


DEPARTURES, 

Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iklsei,  261I1 
May,— Kobe,  General.— Nada  Kogio  Kahu 
illtkl  Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai. 
26th  May,  —  Yokkaichi,  General.  —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaislia. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,580,  H.  Wallet 
271I1    May,  —  Kobe,   General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro. 
27th  May,— Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaislia. 

Hiogo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  896,  Matsumoto, 
271I1  May, — Otaru  viapoits,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 

271I1  May,— Hongkong,  Mails  and  General.— 

O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi 

bald,  28th   May, — Hongkong  via  ports,  Mails 

and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Nagoya  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,730,  F.  J 

Brown,  28th  May, — Bombay  via  ports,  General. 

— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

281I1  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu 

sen  Kaisha. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kenderdine, 

28th  May, — Vladivostock  via  poi ts,  General.— 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Hector,    British    steamer,    1,489,    Bartlelt,  2911 

May,  —  Hongkong  via  ports,  General.  —  Butter 

field  &  Swire. 

Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 
Shimadzu,  2gth  May, — Hakodate,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
291I1  May, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai, 
29th  May,— Yokkaichi,  General. —  Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawa- 
muro, 30th  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
30th  May, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Sendai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,034,  T.  Sakai, 
301I1  May, — Otaru  via  ports,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Angers,  British  steamer,  2,076,  Bannister, 31st  May, 
— Niigata,  General.  — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Normandte,  Norwegian  steamer,  956,  E.  A.  Bery, 
31st  May, — Shanghai,  General. — Mitsu  Bishi 
Sha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
31st  May, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu 
sen  Kaisha. 

Strathleven,  British  steamer,  1,588,  Cormack,  1st 
June, —  Hongkong  via  Moji,  Ballast. —  Dodwell, 
Cathll  &  Co.  • 

Empress  of  Japan,  British  steamer,  3,003,  G.  A. 

Lee,    R.N.R.,    1st   June,  —  Vancouver,  B.C., 

Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K,  Iwa 

naga,     1st   June, — Kobe,    General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 

Victoria,  Biitish  steamer,  1,991,  John  Panton,  1st 
June, — Hongkong  vi4  ports,  General. — Dod- 
well, Carlill  &  Co. 

Mikavsa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,202,  K.  Ono, 
1st  June,— Nagasaki  via  Kobe,  General. — Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Glenogle,  British  steamer,  2,398,  Duke,  2nd  June, 
— New  York  via  ports,  General. —  Jardine, 
Matheson  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 


Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  from 
Vancouver,  B.C.  : — Mr.  Z.  Ansanama,  Mr.  H. 
Barney,  Miss  Bonham,  Miss  Brown,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Don  Sang  and  2  children,  Mr.  H.  Graham, 
Mr.  Henry  Gribble,  Mr.  John  Hort,  Mr.  S.  Ishida, 
Mr.  F.  Kennedy,  Miss  Kerr,  Rev.  C.  R.  and  Mrs. 
Mills,  Mr.  C.  G.  Mills,  Mr.  and  Mis.  G.  D. 
Mumfoid,  Mr.  R.  Ohtaki,  Dr.  Russell,  Mr.  L.  A. 
Stimson,  Miss  Stimson,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  Mr.  Her- 
bert Smith,  Mr.  E.  Stuken,  Miss  Underwood,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Young  in  cabin  ;  7  passengers 
in  second  class,  and  173  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  from  Kobe: 
— 5  passengers  in  second  class  and  46  passengers 
in  steerage. 


Pal  lapaneit  Iteamtl  Sendai  Maru,  from  Kobe: 
—  Mi.  Y.  Tainuka  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  from 
Hongkong  viA  pons  Hon,  G.  Whitehead,  Mi. 
E.  Chandler,  Mi.  Capped,  Miss  Ciawloid,  Mi->» 
Barker,  Mr.  S.  Maul  lews,  Mi.  and  Mis  llarvie, 
Mr.  Chatham,  Lady  Maud  Warrender  and  maid, 

Mr,  K  von  Wai  tegg,  Mis.  M.  Hauk  von  VVarleg(»i 

Mi.  Barger,  Rev.  and  Mis-.  Muirhaad,  Mr.  G. 
Duhail,  Mr.  G.  Mulley,  Mi.  P.  Scheidtweiler, 
Miss  Davies,  Geneial  Aunesley  and  sei  vanl,  Rev. 
H.  Loonies,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  and  Mis.  D.  K. 
Brown,  Mis.  Kirby.  Mr.  B.  C.  Howa.d,  Mr.  E. 
H.  Slevenson,  and  Mr.  Tuke  in  cabin  ;  and  Captain 
Pilt  in  second  class.  In  transit  : — Mr.  E.  H. 
Williams,  Mi.  J.  M.  Beck,  Mr.  E.  Dane,  Mr.  J. 
T.  Cassells,  Mr.  C.  W.  Everard,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
M  uiiay  and  4  childien,  Di  .  and  Mrs.  Sluait  and 
3  cli >lcl  1  en,  Rev.  J.  A.  Ingle,  Mr.  Win.  Roberlsou, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goforth  and  2  childien,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Woods  and  infant,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McClure, 
Miss  Anderson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chalmers,  and 
Master  Hutchinson  in  cabin  ;  9  passengers  in 
second  class,  and  188  Chinese  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  from 
Olani  via  pons  : — Mr.  Olake  in  cabin  ;  2  passen- 
gers  in  second  class,  and  50  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Victoria,  from  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  vii  Victoria,  B.C.  :  — Messrs.  Chas.  Clow, 
T.  Skinner,  and  Geo.  Rose  in  cabin;  and  38  pas- 
sengeis  in  steerage. 


DEPARTED. 


er  Biilish  steamer  Oceanic,  for  Hongkong: — 
Mr.  T.  E.  Griffith  and  Mr.  W.  Beit  in  cabin. 

Per  Bi  itish  steamer  Empress  of  China,  for  Hong- 
kong via  ports: — Mr.  Siarkey,  Mr.  Liltlewood, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holm,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Orange,  Mr. 
Rankin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  E.  Brown,  Mr.  Ross, 
Mr.  B.  C.  Howard,  Mr.  Marians,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  G.  Mills  and  3  children,  Mrs.  Dennig  and 
2  children,  Mrs.  Stafford,  Captain  Kidder,  Mr. 
Wiight,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Happer,  and  Captain 
Hunt  in  cabin. 

Pei  Japanese  steamer  Takasago  Maru,  for  Kobe: 
—Mr.  H.  W.  Maxwell  in  cabin;  Mr.  E.  Sonni 
and  Mr.  H.  Oki  in  second  class,  and  39  passen- 
gers in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  for  Van- 
couver B.C.: — Miss  K.  Anderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
N.  A.  Baldwin,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Ballagh  and  family, 
Miss  Hellen  Beach,  Mr.  I.  M.  Beck,  Mr.  Benohr, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  Hawk  ins,  the  Misses  Black 
Hawkins  (2),  Mis.  Brown,  Commander  Band, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brokenshire  and  children,  Captain 
Caldneck,  Mr.  J.  T.  Cassels,  Mrs.  Cassilly,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Chalmers,  Mr.  C.  H.  Charrington,  Mrs. 
Casal,  Mr.  T.  N.  Christie,  Mr.  E.  Dane,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Daukes,  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  D.  Deans, 
Dr.  Duville,  Mr.  Fritz  Eggena,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Evera.d,  Dr.  W.  H.  Fisher,  Mr.  H.  C.  Forde, 
Mr.  Galpin,  Miss  F.  M.  Galpin,  Miss  S.  O.  Gal- 
pin,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goforth  and  2  children,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Morton  Grinnell,  Colonel  Green,  Mr. 
Hadden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hall,  Mrs.  Hardin, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Horsey,  Master  Hutchinson,  Mr. 
G.  L  Heasley,  Miss  Hodgson,  Rev.  J.  Ingle, -Mr. 
T.  O.  Jones,  Mr.  I.  W.  Ladd,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Ladd, 
Mrs.C.  E.  Ladd,  Miss  Lammond,  Mr.  Leek,  Mr. 
F.  H.  Leggelt,  Miss  Edith  Lombard,  Lieut.- 
General  Lyttleion-Annesley,  Mr.  Lemesurier,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Macy,  Major  Macy,  Mr.  McLean,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  McLure,  Mr.  G.  Muller,  Captain 
Munier,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Murray  and  child,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Noble,  Miss  T.  Otto,  Mr.  W.  A. 
W.  Parke,  Mr,  Pearson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  B. 
Pratt,  Mr.  A.  Porter,  Miss  Richards,  Mr.  W.  M. 
Roberlson,  Mr.  H.  Robertson,  Rev.  G.  L.  Ross, 
His  Excellency  Mons.  A.  Sienkiewicz,  Madame 
Sienkiewicz,  the  Misses  Sienkiewicz  (3),  Masters 
Sienkiewicz  (2),  Mr.  Slater,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ste- 
wart and  3  children,  Colonel  Slock,  Mr.  G.  Tim- 
mis,  Mr.  S.Timmis,  Mr.  Villemar,  Mr.  F.Walsh, 
Mr.  Walt,  Surgeon-General  and  Mrs.  Webb,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Whitehead,  Mr.  F.  Wilkinson,  Dr.  E.  H. 
Williams,  R.N.,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Woods  and  infant, 
and  Mr.  S.  H.  Yoshitake  in  cabin. 


CARGO. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Japan,  for  Van- 
couver, B.C. : — 

TEA. 

CHICAGO  NfW  YORK  PACI- 

AND  AND  FIG  OTBJR 

CANADA.  WEST.       KA ST.      COAST.  CITI1S.  TOTAL, 

Hongkong           300  26  14  50  6  405 

HanWow                150  327  741  50  —  1,268 

Hyogo               1,821  1,929  818  —  —  4,568 

Yokohama    ...  5,532  4,710  3,123  —  _  13,365 


Total           71803   6,992    41696      109        6  19,606 
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Shanghai    '35  •• 

Yokohama   37  •• 

Total    '72  •• 


OTH  BR  C1TIS». 


'35 

37 

172 


REPORTS. 

The  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  Captain 
Archibald,  i-eporls:— Vessel  sighted  on  the  26th 
May  at  6.30  a.m.,  in  lat.  41  N.,  long.  146  E.,  a 
sealing  the  schooner  Bonanza,  with  all  boats  out. 
At  12  30  p.m.  the  same  day,  passed  the  American 
Whaling  barque  Chas.  W.  Morgan,  westwa.d 
bound,  in  lat.  40.IO  N.„  long.  144-30  E-  On  the 
same  day  at  2-45  Pm-  Passed  a  schooner  standing 
eastward,  in  la..  39.45  N.,  long.  143  E.  At  7  p.m. 
passed  a  barque  standing  to  northward,  111  39  IN. 
lat.,  long.  142  E. 

The  lapanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  Captain 
Kenderdine,  reports  :-Left  Kobe  the  26th  May 
at  6  p.m.;  thence  to  poit  had  light,  moderate 


Nagasaki),  June  181I1,  the  "Satsuma  Maru. 
—Nippon  Yuseu  Kaisha. 
For  Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Shanghai,  June 
19th,  the  "  Empress  of  China."— Frazar  &  Co. 
For  Bombay,  via  Shimonoseki,  Hongkong,  Singa- 
pore, and  Colombo  (from   Kobe),  June  20th, 
the  "Arroyo." — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
For  Canada,  United  States,  and  Europe,  via 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  June  22nd,  the  "  Empress  of 
China."— Frazar  &  Co. 


and  gentle  variable  winds  and  fine,  bright  weather 
and  smooth  sea;  on  the  28th  at  3.34  a.m.  eucouu- 
tered  foggy 


Era,  British  steamer,  1,555. 
—  Middlesbnro'  via  ports 
Samuel  &  Co. 
Kintuck,  British  steamer,  2,312,  Kemp,  1st  June, 
—London  via  ports,  Genei  al.-W.  M.  Strachar 
&  Co. 

Omba,  British  steamer,  1,907,  Crane,  30th  May 
— Middlesboro'    via  ports, 
Samuel  &  Co. 


to  port 


weather  which  continued 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  at  6  a.m. 

The  lapanese  steamer  Omi  Maru,  Captain  J 
W  Ekslrai.d,  reports -.-Left  Otaru  the  24th  May 
at  I  p-m  •  had  light  variable  winds  and  misty  wea 
ther.    Arrived  at  Hakodate  the  25th  at  7.1J  a.m 
and  left  the  26th  at  noon  ;  had  moderate  E.b»b. 
winds  and  foggy  weather;  thence  to  midnight 
on  the  27th  fresh  S.S.E.  breeze  and  misty,  land 
covered  with  fog.    Arrived  at  Oginohama  at  12.35 
pm  and  left  the  same  day  at  4  p.m.;  had  fresh 
southerly  winds  and  fine  weather;  thence  to  mid 
night  gentle  breeze  variable  and  fine  weather 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  28th  May  at  4.35  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Sendai  Maru,  Captain 
T  Sakai,  reports -.—Left  Kobe  the  27th  May  at 
O.'oo  p.m.;  had  fine,  clear  weather  with  smooth 
sea  ;  on  the  28th  same  weather  and  sea.  Arrived 
at  Yokohama  at  6  p.m. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yamashiro  Maru,  Captaii 
Young,  reports:— Left  Otaru  the  271I1  May  at  ' 
p  m  •  had  light  N.E.  airs  and  fine  weather.  A 
rived'at  Hakodate  the  28th  at  8.15  a.m.  and  left 
the  29th  at  noon  ;  had  light  variable  aits  and  fine 
weather.    Arrived  at  Oginohama  the  30th  at  II. 56 
a.m.  and  left  the  same  day  at  6.20  p.m.;  had 
light  southerly  winds  and  heavy  S.S.E.  swell  to 
Inuboye;  thence  light  variable  airs  and  fine  wea 
ther  to  port.    Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  31st  Ma 
at  9.30  p.m. 

The   British   steamer   Victoria,  Captain  Joh 
Panto",  reports -.  —  Left  Tacoma,  Wash.,  the  151I 
May  at  5  a.m.,  and  Victoria,  B.C.,  the  16th  at 
a.m.;  had  moderate  winds  and  head  sea  to  tl 
meridian,  which  was  crossed  in  500  N.  lat.  on  the 
23rd;  thence  to  port  strong  S.W.  winds  and  seas 
were  experienced 
June  at  5  a.m. 


SHIPPING  IN  YOKOHAMA. 


STEAMERS. 


Moore,  25th  May, 
General. — Samuel 


General. — Samuel 


O.  Thomas, 
May,  Ballast.— 


CO  i  l  OM  YA1U1S.       pkr  imcul. 

Nos.  10724,  Ordinary    — 

Nos.  16/24,  Medium    $37-°°  lo  38o° 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  UeBt   38-00  to  39.00 

Nos.  16/24,  Reverse   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   3Q  °° 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    39  5°  to  40.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  Hest   4000  to  4'-°° 

Nos.  38/12,  Medium  to  Hest    44. 00  to  4s. 00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold    4»oo  t0  44-oo 

No.  42s,  Two-fold    49-°°  to  52  00 


No 
No 


20s,  liomtiay 
16s,  Hoinhav 


SAILING  VESSELS. 

Argomene,  British  ship,  i,579>  Wm 
25th  May,— Yokosuka  251I1 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Diana,  American  schooner,  74,  Petersen,  5tl 
October,— North  Pacific,  50  otters  and  5  seals 
— Captain. 

Glenclova,  British  ship,  2,360,  Watt,  2nd  May 
—New  York  30th  November,  Petroleum.— Jar 
dine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Henrielte,    German  ship,    1,705,  Seemann,  8tl 
May,— New  York  23rd  December,  Petroleum. 
— Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Kambira,  British  ship,  1,452,  H.  W.  Lancht,  19th 
April, -Cardiff  via  Nagasaki  8th  April,  2,000 
tons  Coal.— Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Mount  Washington,  American  bark,  1,217,  R»se, 
23rd  May,— Kuchinotsu,   Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi 
Sha. 

Queen  Victoria,  British  ship,  1,587,  R.  Logie, 
16th  May,— Kobe  7th  May,  Ballast.— Southern 
Pacific  Co. 

Worlock,  British  steam-schooner,  31,  A.  Ried.iib- 
jehhe,  17th  November,— Petropaulovsky,  Seal- 
ing Gear. — Captain. 


Mill  Al.S. 

No  change  in  this  market  and  importers  com- 
plain of  the  dull  state  of  trade. 

P1R  PICUL. 

I'lat  Dais,  4  loeh    *3-6o  lo  3.65 

Flat  Bars,  i  inch    3  7°  <°  3-75 

Round  and  square  tin  to  J  incti    3.60  lo  3.7c 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3  ?o  to  3.80 

Sheet  Iron   4-70  to  4.90 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.20  109.50 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.00  lo  6.25 

I'iu  Plates,  per  hox   5-8°  10  6  00 

Pig  Iron,  No.  3    I.60  to  1. 70 

KIIROSHNK. 
No  change  to  report.    Demand  light  at  present; 
and  quotations  remain  without  alteration.  De- 
liveries fair,  but  stock  is  large  enough  for  all  pro- 
spective needs. 

Chester    5'  °7i  to  1.70 

Comet    •  -65   to  1.67J 

Devoe    — ' 

Russian  Anchor   1-65   'o  1.67J 

Russian  Moon    '-°o  to  1.62  J 

SUGAR. 

Very  little  done  this  week  and  the  demand  has 
fallen  light.  We  leave  quotations  the  same  as 
last  printed  until  something  definite  transpires. 

FUR  PICUL. 

rtrown  Taltao    U-5°  to  4.60 

Brown  Manila    5.20  to  5.30 

Brown  Daitong   3.30  to  3.40 

Brown  Canton    4-°"  to  4  30 

White  Java  and  Penang   7.10  to  7  20 

White  Kelined    7-50tog.50 


TOKYO-YOKOHAMA  RAIL  WA  Y. 


Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  1st 


Trains  lkave  Yokohama  Station  at  6.00,  6.50,7  30,8.15,  8.56, 
9.50, 10.25,  n.»5«  «.55,  and  "-*5  a-m  ;  and  a'*7»  3-3°»  4-i5i 
5.05,  6.00,  7  00,  8.15,  9.05,  10.00,  10.50,  and  11.30  p.m. 

Trains  i/bavb  Tokyo  (Shimbashi)  at  5.45,  6.30,  7.30,  8.05,  8.50 
9.20,  10.20,  11.00,  and  11.45  a.m.;  and  ia.35  1.30,  2.30,  3,25,  4.10 
4.50,  5.50,  6.40,  7,30,  8.20,  9.05, 9.55,  and  ii. io  p.m. 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


VESSELS  ON  THE  BERTH. 
The  following  vessels  are  advertised  as  on  the 
berth  :— 

For  London  via    ports,    Quick    Despatch,  the 

"  DARDANUS." — Butterfield  &  Swire. 
For    San    Francisco,    Quick    Despatch,  the 

"Queen  Victoria." — Southern  "Pacific  Co. 
For  San  Francisco,  June  5th,  at  Daylight,  the 

««  Brlgic."— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
For  Shanghai  vi&  Ports,  June  5th,  at  Noon,  the 

"Kobe  Maru." — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
For  Australia  and  New  Zealand  (from  Kobe), 

June  5th,  the  "  MenMUIR." — Browne  &  Co. 
For  Hongkong  via  Hyogo  and  Nagasaki,  June 

9th.  at  10  a.m.,  the  "Verona."— P.  &  O. 

S.N.  Co. 

For  Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoria,  B.C.,  June 91b, 

the  "  Sikh."— Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
For    Hamburg   and    London,   June    9th,  the 

"Turbo." — Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
For  San  Francisco,  June  12th,  the  "Peru."— 

P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
For  Newchwang,  via.  Shimonoseki,  Nagasaki, 

Tsushima,  Fusan,  Chemulpo,  Chefoo,  and  Taku 

(from  Kobe),  June  141I1,  the  "Higo  Maru." — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
For  Honolulu,  June  15th,  at  Noon,  the  "  Miike 

Maru." — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
For  Hongkong  via  Kobe  and  Nagasaki,  June 

15th,    the    "Nuernberg." — N  orddeutscher 

Lloyds. 

For  Vladivostock,  via  Fusan  and  Gensan  (from 


IMPORTS. 
General  dulness  prevails,  although  there  have 
been  further  sales  of  Yams  to  sopie  extent.  In 
Piece  Goods  there  is  very  little  doing,  some  retail 
sales  of  While  Shirtings,  Turkey  Reds,  and  Italian 
Cloth  completing  the  list. 

COTTON    P1ECIC  (iOOMS. 

FIR   y  I  EC  I  . 

Grey  Shillings— Hjlli,  3«4  yds.  3oiuche»  $2.40  lo  3.00 
Grey  Shillings— 9)l>,  3>(i  yls.  45iuclies    2.60   to  3.40 

l  .  Cloth— 7II1,  24  yaids,  3~ini;hes   1.70   to  2.00 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yards,  44 inches..,    170   lo  2.35 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards,  30 i nclies ...     175    to  3.75 
Cotton— Italians  and  Sattee.is  lilaclc,  3  a       pish  va  m> . 
inches    °  16   1(1  021 

Velvets— Black,  35  yards,  22  inches     ...  6.85  to  9,05 

Victoria  Lawns,  12  yards,  43-3 inches...  0.85  to  1.00 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.41b,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    '-Go  to  1.80 

Turlcey  Reds— 2.8  to  3lb,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   1  9°  "»  2-20 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24^5  yards, 

32  inches    »-40   to  2.85 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  sflt,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    3  00  (03.20 

WOOU.ICNS.  riRvmn. 

Flannel   $0.27i  In  0.43 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yards,  32  inches  hesl  n.35  to  0.40 
Italian  Cloth,  30   yauls,   32  incites 

Medium  •   0  3°  1 «  0.35 

Italian   Cloth,    30   yards,   32  inches 

Common   '.   0  25  lo  0.30 

Mniisseline  de  Lai  lie — Ciape,  1  |  yauls  , 

31  inches    0.15  In  u  22l 

Cloths—  Pilots,  5  1  fa!  5<S  inches    0  35  lo  0.50 

Goths — PresMentv.Sfif      inches    ...  0.60  to  o."5 

Cloths — Union,  54  (tfj  .s6  Indies    n.40  in  o  70 

tllanket-s — Scailet  and  Green,  4  to  jjlJi, 

P»t  n.    0.45    1.;  11  -,21 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  25th  May,  since  which 
date  settlements  on  this  market  are  463  piculs, 
divided  thus  -.—Filatures,  435  P'culs  ;  Rereels,  17 
piculs;  Kakeda,  n  piculs.  Direct  shipments  have 
beon  107  bales,  making  the  total  business  of  the 
week  600  piculs. 

During  this  week  we  have  seen  a  change  and 
the  principal  business  done  has  been  for  Europe. 
There  was  a  very  dull  market  until  the  28th 
ultimo,  on  which  date  buying  of  fine  Filatures 
commenced  and  was  eagerly  pushed  by  one  or 
two  houses.  The  cause  of  this  was  said  to  be 
that  something  had  gone  wrong  with  the  European 
crop.  Japanese  holders  at  once  look  the  alarm 
and  raised  their  prices;  but  the  news  mentioned 
above  has  not  been  confirmed  and  the  truth  seems 
to  be  that,  although  they  had  some  unfavourable 
weather  in  Italy  at  the  close  of  last  week,  yet  the 
crop  was  progressing  fairly  well.  Holders  here, 
however,  have  taken  an  exaggerated  view  of  the 
situation  and  some  of  them  keep  their  silks  off 
the  maiket  altogether  for  the  present.  For  our 
own  part,  we  think  in  a  day  or  two's  time  the 
maiket  will  relapse  into  the  same  state  as  we 
chronicled  a  week  ago. 

Exchange  has  fluctuated  a  little,  closing  as  per 
our  memo,  at  foot. 

Our  stock  is  reduced  to  5,400  piculs,  native  weav- 
ers taking  off  some  of  our  coarser  Re-reels. 

New  Crop.— Everything  goes  well  here  and  the 
indications  are  that  it  will  be  a  complete  success 
as  far  as  Japan  is  concened.  From  China  the 
rumours  which  we  mentioned  last  week  have  been 
confirmed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  weather 
towards  the  close  of  the  crop  was  not  favourable, 
being  too  cold  and  wet;  but  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  worms  hatched  out,  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  there  will  be  no  shortage  in  the  new 
crop,  but  that  60,000  bales  of  white  silk  may  be 
relied  upon  for  export. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  P.M.S.S.  China,  25th 
May,  taking  510  bales  for  New  York  and  the 
P.  &  O.  steamer  Ancona,  26th  May,  carrying  73 
bales  for  Europe.  These  departures  make  the 
p.esenl  export  figures  43,222  piculs.  against 
46,883  piculs  last  year  and  49,491  piculs  at  the 
same  date  in  1892. 

Filatures.— As  mentioned  above,  there  has  been 
considerable  business  done  for  Europe.  The 
prices  paid  have  not  been  much  above  last  week's 
quotations,  although  holders  now  demand  an 
advance.  We  do  not  think,  however,  that  the 
tone  is  very  strong  and  if  we  get  no  worse  in- 
telligence as  to  the  European  crop,  we  ought 


June  2,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    YVKI'KLY  MAIL 


to    see  :i    little  ease   in    tlie   market   next  week. 

Among  tlie  pm  aliases  recorded  are  Sumitomo, 
$710;  Usui,  (Tase,)  $720;  Mini),  (Ktnkasha,) 
$710;  Hida,  370c.  Common  soits  have  lieen 
done  as  low  as  $640. 

Rereels.—No  business  for  some  days  and  prices 
nominally. as  last  advised. 

Kakeda.—Ooly  one  purchase  recorded,  $660 
being  paid  for  Horsehead  chop. 

QUOTATIONS. 

1  lank* — No.  1 4   — 

Hanks — No.  a  (SliiiiNliu)    — 

llanlia — No.  2  (  |oahii)    — 

llanlcs — No.  at  (Sliinslin)   — 

llanlis— No.  at  ( Joslt  11 )   — 

llanlts — No.  i\  to  1    — 

I  Units— No.  3    — 

llnnlm— No.  it    — 

filatures — (intra  10/ia  deniers   Nom.  — 

Filatures — ICxti  a  t  ,1/1  5  deniers    Nom 

Filatures — No.  1,  10/13  ilrniem   

(filatures— No.  1,  13/15,  14M  ,,e"   

Filatures— No.  ijj,  10/14  deniers   

Filatures— No.  it .  i3/«|r'.  u/i/deii  

10/15  demera   

1 4 / 1 8  ileoieis   

1  i/jo  deniers   


Filatures— No.  2 
Filatures— No.  2 
Filatures — No.  3, 

Re-reels — Rxtra   

Re-reels— (Osiiu)  Hest  No.  1    Nom 

Re-reels — No.  I,  13/15,  14/irt  deniers  

Re-ieels — No.  it,  13/1",  1 .1/17  deniers  

Re-reels — No.  2;  14/18  deniers  

Re-reels — No.  a(,  14/18  deniers   

Re-reels — No.  3,  1 4/20  rleniets   

Kalcedas— Extra   

Kalcedas— No.  1   

Kalcedas— No.  14  

KaUedas—  No.  2   

Kakedas— No.  2t   

Kalcedas— No.  3   

Kalcedas— No.  3t   

Kalcedas — No.  4   

Osliu  Sendai — No.  a(  


$720  to 

700  to 
680  to 
680  to 
(150  to 
650  to 


7.V> 
710 
Opo 

Boe 
660 
660 


6go  to 
670  to 
650  to 
fi3o  to 
610  to 
700  to 
680  to 
650  to 
630  to 
610  to 


700 
680 
660 
640 
620 
710 
6go 
660 
640 
620 


tiainatstilci — No.  1,  2   Nom. 

Hamatsuici — No.  3,  t    Nom. 

sndai  — No.  1 t  


Itxpoi  1  Itaw  Sillc  Tables  to  1st  June,  1  Hq4:  — 

sf  ■ « • "  "  1HQ3-1804.    1892-03.  i8gi-o«. 

Ditli,       II  <  1  Hi  .         U  >  1  it . 

Itiuoue   a3. >ai       18,775  '8,776 

/Vllie.im    18,722        27,313  29,637 


I  ..I.I 


i  Dales  41,843 
\  Weill 


«■  43,222 

800 


lettleiuenlN  and  Diiect 

Export  from  1st  july 
Stock,  1st  June    5.400 


]  43.800 


46,088 
46,883 

47,000 
1,050 


48,403 
49.49' 

48,900 
1,800 


A  uailul.le  mi  pplies  I  o  date  49,200        48,050  50.700 

WASTE  SILK. 

Thore  has  been  rather  more  doing,  buyers 
operating  for  price  and  talcing  low  quality  at  cheap 
rates.  Settlements  are  492  pictils,  divided  thus  : 
Noshi,  199  piculs ;  Kibiso,  234  piculs ;  Neri,  59 
piculs.    No  direct  export  this  week. 

Dealers  seem  inclined  to  be  current  but  con- 
sumers abroad  apparently  hang  back.  Inquiries 
come  to  hand,  and  firm  offers  ate  made  in  return, 
without  leading  to  business  ;  although  the  lay  down 
cost  of  Japan  Wastes  now  is  less  than  for  many 
years  past. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  steamer 
Ancona,  26th  May,  taking  61  bales  various 
Wastes  for  Europe.  This  departure  makes  the 
present  figures  27,559  piculs,  against  43,501 
piculs  last  year  and  33,188  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Noshi. — The  business  done  has  been  chiefly  in 
the  medium  and  inferior  qualities.  Filature. 
$104^;  Joshu,  $68,  $50,  $42^,  $31,  $18,  $15,  and 
even  $10,  the  last  three  lots  being  refuse  and 
sweepings, 

Kibiso.— -Filatures  have  been  dealt  in  to  some 
extent,  $100,  $90,  $72^  and  $67^  being  paid  for  a 
mixed  assortment.  A  fair  parcel  of  Joshu  was 
done  at  %2"]\  and  some  trifling  purchases  of 
Zagourl  were  entered  at  $60. 

Sundries  — Nothing  done  beyond  a  purchase  of 
very  common  Neri  at  from  $5  to  $7  a  picul  for  the 
uncleaned  stock. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons— liood  to  Best   — 

Noalii-ito — Filatuie,  Hest   $120  to  125 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Good    no  to  115 

Noshi-ito — Filatuie,  Medium    100  to  105 

Noshi-ito— Osliu,  Good  to  Hest    115  to  125 

Noshi-ito— Sliinaliu,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito— Sliinshu,  Good   80  to  85 

Noshi-ito — Shinshu,  Medium    70  to  65 

Noshi-ito — Busliu,  Good  to  Hest   105  to  115 

Noshi-ito — Joaini,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Good    65  to  70 

Noshi-ito — joshu,  Ordinary    60  to  6a$ 

Kibiso — Filature,  Best  selected   goto  too 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds    80  to  85 

Kibiso— Oshu,  Good  to  Best    60  to  65 

Kibiso — Shinshu,  Best   — 

Kibiso — Sliinshu,  Seconds   — 

Kibiso— Josliu,  Good  to  Fair   35  to  30 


Kibiso — josh  it,  Middling  to  Common    30  to  25 

Kibiso — tlaolioli,  Good    30  to  25 

Kibiso — Machoji,  Medium  to  l.inv            ...  25  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri.  Good  to  (  onnuon   — 

VlawMtR  —  Good  to  Best   150  to  160 

Kxpoit  Table  Waste  Sillc  to  1st  June,  ■  tt<>4 1  • 

S  ■  a  » n  iHi)3-i)4.      1 M 1)  a  -  <*  5 .  iNiji-qi. 
PlOltll, 

  24,328 

  3.23' 


Waste  >>  1 1 U 

Piaread  Co, 


40,809 
2,692 


PlOULI, 
3'.089 
2,099 


27.559  43.501 


settlement!,  and  Duett  )  ''L "  ' 

Export  from  1st  July  ) 
stock,  1st  June    15.100 


PICIILt  . 
4(5,400 

2,400 


33.'88 

Menu. 
35.600 

4.300 


•\  vailahle.  sniipbati  to  date  44,000        48,800  39.900 

Exchange,  lias  fluctuated  slightly,  closing  lowei 
at  the  following  quotations  :  —  London,  4111/s.  Cre- 
dits, 2/lf  ;  Documents,  2/I5  ;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/ljj. 
Nbw  Vork,  3od/s.  U.S.  S515;  4111/s.  U.S.  852^. 
Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.66;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.67. 


Estimated  Silk  Stock,  1st  June,  i8g4:  — 

Waii  e.  fiuul*. 
Cocoons   140 


<  a  v,  .  «iu  11  ta 

Hanks    — 

Filatures    2,650 

<e-reeis   2,440 

Kalceda    3 10 

Osnu    — 

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  — 


Total  piculs    5.400 


Noshi-ito    7,820 

Kibiso    6,770 

Mawata   110 

Sundries    260 


Total  piculs  ...  .  15,100 


TEA. 

Large  business  continues,  and  prices  for  the 
medium  and  lower  grades  decline  as  the  season 
advances.  The  quantity  of  business  done  in  May 
has  been  phenomenal,  the  settlements  for  that 
month  alone  amounting  to  nearly  one-half  the  ex- 
pected total  for  the  whole  season.  Export  figures 
to  31st  ult.  were  3^  million  pounds,  with  plenty  of 
carriers  (both  sail  and  steam)  on  the  berth. 

QUOTATIONS.  -.rricu... 

Choicest    $35  up 

Choice      30  to  31 

Finest    26  to  27 

Fine    21  to  22 

Good  Medium    18  to  19 

Medium    16  to  17 

Good  Common    14  to  15 


EXCHANGE. 

There  lias  been  a  slight  fluctuation  in  rates 
during  the  week,  which  close  weak. 

Sterling — Banlc  T.T   2I0I 

Sterling  —  Manic  Bills  00  demand    a'of 

Sterling — Banlc  4  months'  sight    2/1 

Sterling — Private  4  months'  sight   2/lf 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/lJ 

On  Paris — Banlc  sight   2.59 

Do  Lyons— Private  4  months'  sight   2.66 

On  Honglcong — Banlc  sight    Par. 

On  Honglcong— Private  10  days'  sight    1  °/r,  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Banlc  sight    72J 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight   73^ 

On  India — Banlc  sight   192 

On  India — Private  30  days'  sight    196 

On  America — Banlc  Bills  on  demand    50J 

On  America — Private  30  days' sight    514 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   52J 

On  Germany — Banlc  sight    2.09 

On  Germany — Private  4  months'  sight   2.17 

Bar  Silver  (London)    28-^ 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 


build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work. 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  the  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 
Marchj7th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 

I^HE  most  delightful  Mountain  Ritsort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 


Y. 


HOSHINO, 


Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE, 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS.. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

Fragrant  and  delicate,  its  sweetness  is 
ever  delightful.  Use  none  but  Atkinson's, 
•  the  original  and  only  true  Essence 

ATKINSON'S 
OPOPAHAX  HELIOTROPE 
WOOD  VIOLET       I  TREVOL 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-thape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark,  ' 
'  Whits  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. . ' 


January  13th,  1894. 
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Awarded  Colo  Medal  Lpool  Interki  Exhibition,  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO.. 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixtura* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug-  Cavendisht 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■«tsbllshed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says — "I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says — *'  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  1  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  la.»t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  ljs.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONEY/ AND  TRADE  "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  ;'  is  the  |ouknal  for  In- 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,.  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping, Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TKADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu  - 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  Knglish  goons 
are  sold  j  and,  as  it  goei  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  -wholesale  and  retatl  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  lo  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  ]apan,South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 

September  30,  1893. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


ASK  FOR 


UEBIC  COMPANY  S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  isaron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


DINNEFORDS 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORDS 
FLUID 

MAGNESIA 

N.B.- -ASK  FOR 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNEPORD'S  MAGNESIA, 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C9 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH  "GLOW-WORM, 

Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power — Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
— also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


i 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager, 


TWICKENHAM,  ENGUUf 


A.Di il  231'!,  1893. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager. 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same:  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  June  qth,  1894. 


DEATHS. 

At  the  British  Legation  in  Tokio,  on  Monday  Even- 
ing, the  Fourth  of  June,  1894,  Hugh  Fraser,  Esquire, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  Japan. 

On  May  5th,  at  the  residence  of  her  Sister,  in 
Columbia,  Pa.,  U.S.A.,  Miss  Harkiet  Irene  Bruck- 
hart,  late  of  Yokohama. 


ship  Queen  Victoria,  was  dismissed  after  a  three 
days'  hearing  by  II.B.M.  Assistant-Judge  on 

Friday.  1 

Thirty-two  Japanese  adventurers,  led  by  Mr. 
Yoshida  Chotaro,  left  for  Chishima  on  the  22nd 
ult.,  to  engage  in  fishing  there. 

Several  fires  have  been  occasioned  through  the 
agency  of  lightning  during  the  past  week,  and 
two  deaths  from  the  same  cause  are  reported. 


Mr.  Yoshitake  Seiichiro,  of  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha,  left  Yokohama  on  the  isl  instant  for 
England,  to  bring  home  the  Tosa  Marti  from 
Glasgow.   

Over  two  hundred  Mexican  dollars  were  found 
on  the  foreshore  of  the  Bund  during  last  week. 
The  police  cannot  yet  find  an  owner  for  the 
treasure. 

During  April  last  there  were  772  marriages  and 
no  divorces  in  Tokyo,  showing  an  increase  of 
143  marriages  and  25  divorces  against  the  re- 
turns of  the  previous  month. 

A  Japanese  caught  with  some  Chinese  lottery 
tickets  in  his  possession,  attempted  to  swallow 
them,  but  was  prevented  by  the  police,  who 
have  put  him  into  gaol. 

H.E.  Mr.  Hugh  Fraser,  H.B.M.  Minister  to  the 
Court  of  Japan,  died  on  Monday  evening  at  the 
British  Legation.  The  funeral  took  place  on 
Wednesday  at  Aoyama  Cemetery. 

The  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  sitting  at  the 
Teishinsho,  Tokyo,  have  reprimanded  Capt 
Thomsen  for  running  the  Wakanoura  Maru 
on  to  Saratoga  Spit  in  March  last. 

Some  children  playing  in  the  Creek  found  a 
package  of  forged  five-sen  nickels  coins.  The 
Chinese  forgers  recently  deported  are  supposed 
to  have  thrown  the  coins  away. 

A  British  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  held  in 
Yokohama  on  Thursday  acquitted  Captain 
Thomas  of  the  ship  Argomene  of  all  blame  in 
connection  with  her  recent  stranding  in  Suruga 

Gulf.   

Mr.  Alfred  von  Flesch,  the  newly  appointed 
Austro-Hungaiian  Acting  Consul  at  Yokohama, 
arrived  here  on  the  29th  ult.;  his  exequatur  was 
issued  by  the  Japanese  Government  on  the  31st. 

Kagoshima  Prefecture  is  noted  for  the  raising 
of  pigs.  About  two-thirds  of  the  pig-stock  in 
the  empire  are  raised  in  that  Prefecture,  while 
the  remainder  are  distributed  between  Chiba, 
Ibaraki,  Tokyo,  Kanazawa,  and  Nagasaki. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 

This  has  been  a  week  of  rainy,  overcast  weather 
with  a  low  thermometer. 

The  body  of  a  Japanese  man  was  found  float- 
ing off  the  Bund  on  Wednesday  morning. 

Mr.  Crawford's  team  defeated  the  Captain's 
team  at  cricket  last  Saturday  by  105  runs. 

Thic  Italian  Cup  given  for  the  yachts  of  the  B 
division  of  the  Sailing  Club  was  won  by  Isabel 

on  Saturday.   

The  Diet  was  dissolved  by  the  Emperor  on 
Saturday  last,  when  within  two  days  of  the  pro- 
per close  of  the  session. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Subscribers  to  the 
Yokohama  Fire  Brigade  was  held  on  Tuesday. 
The  old  committee  has  been  reelected. 

A  charge  of  uttering  a  counterfeit  coin  pre- 
ferred against  the  second  mate  of  the  British 


Professor  Aoyama  and  Dr.  Kitazato,  who  left 
Yokohama  on  the  5th  instant  for  Hongkong 
in  the  City  0/  Rio  de  Janeiro,  are  expected 
to  stay  in  the  colony  for  thirty  days  investigating 
the  nature  of  the  plague  and  the  conditions 
favourable  for  its  development  or  extermination 


Miss  Aebersold  of  No.  179.  Bluff,  was  robbed 
of  a  reticule  containing  $125  while  at  the  Post 
Office  on  Saturday.  The  police  arrested  several 
bystanders,  as  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given,  and 
eventually  the  bag,  still  containing  the  money 
was  found  in  the  compound  of  the  police  station 

The  Korean  insurrection  is  the  topic  of  the 
hour.  Troops  have  been  despaiched  by  Japan 
and  China  during  the  past  week.  The  services 
of  ten  of  the  Yusen  Kaisha  steamers  have  been 
requisitioned  by  the  Japanese  Government,  an 
men-of-war  belonging  to  many  nations  are 
hurrying  off  to  the  seat  of  disturbance. 

A  Japanese  named  Fukuda  Utaro,  of  Shimane 
Prefecture,  residing  at  present  at  Niigata,  obtain 


ed  a  passport  on  the  24th  ult.  for  thc  purpose  of 
travelling  on  foot  through  the  interior  of  Siberia. 
He  intends  to  investigate  the  conditions  of 
commerce  there,  and  will  probably  proceed  to 
Germany,  France,  and  Italy,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances.   

Mr.  Kimura  Riyemon,  who  was  defeated  by 
Mr.  Shimada  Saburo  in  the  last  general  election 
in  Yokohama,  has  already  been  requested  by 
some  electors  to  stand  again  in  the  next  election. 
He  is  said  to  have  declined  their  request. 

The  Kingdom  of  Servia  is  quieting  down  after 
its  late  political  discontent.  M.  Casimir  Perier 
has  been  elected  President  of  the  French  Cham- 
ber. Lord  Rosebery's  colt  Ladas  has  won  the 
Derby.  Among  the  Queen's  Birthday  honours 
are  the  following: — General  Stewart  and  Vis- 
count Wplseley  promoted  Field-Marshals: 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Grinlinton,  Commissioner  for 
Ceylon  at  the  World's  Fair,  Knighthood.  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  E.  Fremantle,  of  the  China  Station, 
and  the  Hon.  G.  T.  M.  O'Brien,  Colonial 
Secretary  of  Hongkong,  elevation  to  G.C.M.G. 
Mr.  Byron  Brenan,  H.M.  Consul  at  Canton,  a 
C.M.G.-ship.  Lord  Roberts  is  to  replace  Viscount 
Wolseley  in  command  of  Her  Majesty's  Forces 
in  Ireland  at  the  expiration  of  the  latter's  term  of 
service.  Sir  E.  Grey,  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  declined  to  make  any 
statement  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the 
Anglo-Chinese  Convention  until  he  is  sure  that 
the  Convention  had  reached  Peking.  He  further 
said  that  Great  Britain  objected  to  the  proposed 
commercial  agreement  between  France  and 
Siam  whereby  British  trade  was  deprived  of  fair 
play.  Lord  Tweed  mouth,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
having  been  made  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  in  room  of  Mr.  Bryce,  the  latter  has 
received  the  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  succession  to  Mr.  Mundella,  resigned. 
A  motion  of  Sir  Win.  Vernon  Harcourt  that 
priority  be  given  to  Government  business  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  seven- 
teen. M.  Dupuy's  statement  in  the  French 
Chamber  represented  that  the  financial  pro- 
blem, especially  as  regards  fiscal  reforms,  was 
most  urgent.  Regarding  foreign  questions,  the 
Ministry  would  vigorously  defend  the  rights  and 
interests  of  France.  A  Russian  Legation  has 
been  founded  at  the  Vatican. 


Another  lifeless  week  has  passed,  and  the  Im- 
port trade  shows  no  improvement.  Yarns  have 
been  taken,  but  in  very  small  quantities,  while 
Piece-goods,  especially  in  Fancy  lines,  are  very 
much  neglected.  The  Metal  trade  continues 
dull  and  inactive,  buyers  making  low  offers — 
so  low  indeed  as  to  be  quite  unacceptable.  No 
real  revival  can  now  be  looked  for  till  the 
autumn.  The  Kerosene  trade  is  restricted  to 
the  smallest  proportions,  and  prices  though  not 
quotably  lower  tend  in  that  direction.  No 
further  arrivals  are  reported,  and  deliveries  con- 
tinue on  a  fair  scale,  but  fresh  business  is 
difficult  to  find.  The  Sugar  market  is  quiet;  a 
small  business  in  Brown  sorts  is  reported  at  late 
rates,  while  Whites  are  steady  and  in  small  re- 
quest. At  the  close  a  slight  improvement  all 
round  has  taken  place,  and  holders  prophecy 
an  active  resumption  of  business  at  an  early 
date.  There  has  been  a  small  daily  business  in 
Silk,  but  the  total  is  not  great.  Waste  Silk 
has  also  seen  a  very  limited  sale,  the  stock  being 
still  over  15,000  piculs.  The  large  transactions 
in  leaf  which  have  reduced  the  stock  on  the  Tea 
market,  have  also  hardened  prices,  and  holders 
are  consequently  firm.  Exchange  showed  some 
improvement  early  in  the  week,  but  rates  have 
since  seen  a  slight  decline,  and  there  is  no  great 
firmness  at  the  close. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNA  CULA  l< 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 
 ♦  ■ 

Various  rumours  are  circulated  in  Tokyo 
about  the  Korean  Affair  which  for  the  time 
engrosses  public  attention.  Newspapers  and 
magazines  are  forbidden,  under  the  penalty  of 
heavy  fines,  to  publish  anything  relating  to  the 
movements  of  troops  and  war-vessels  or  cognate 
subjects.  It  is  now  believed  that  the  rebels 
have  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Soul.  Rumour 
goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  siege  has  been  laid  to 
that  city,  and  latest  telegrams  represent  that 
troops  have  been  despatched  to  the  peninsula 
both  by  China  and  by  Russia.  Journalistic 
comments  on  this  subject  have  been  already  re- 
produced in  part  in  these  columns.  Here  we 
shall  notice  a  few  of  the  articles  subsequently 
published.  *  *  * 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  remarks  that  in  1873 
Japan  was  on  the  point  of  carrying  out  an  enter- 
prising policy  in  Korea,  but  fate  willed  other- 
wise. Since  then  for  seventeen  years  the  Japa- 
nese Government  has  always  maintained  a 
pacific  attitude  toward  the  peninsula  kingdom. 
But  is|such  a  policy  calculated  to  serve  Japan's 
object,  namely,  to  lead  Korea  along  the  path 
of  progress  and  thus  secure  her  independence? 
"Japan's  mission  is  to  extend  her  sway  over 
the  continent  of  Asia.  We  are  not  designed  by 
Heaven  to  remain  cooped  up  within -these  nar- 
row islands."  Such  being  the  Chn-o's  opinion, 
it  regrets  that  at  this  juncture  the  Japanese 

Cabinet  does  not  contain  a  Palmerston. 
* 

The  Fomiuri  Shimbun  urges  the  Government 
to  use  the  utmost  promptitude  in  despatching 
troops  to  Korea.  So  far  as  the  protection  of  the 
Japanese  residents  is  concerned,  our  contem- 
porary entertains  little  doubt  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  amply  able  to  discharge  its  duties. 
But  it  cannot  think  that  the  Government's  re- 
sponsibility ends  with  the  discharge  of  that  duty. 
Japan  must  aid  the  Korean  Authorities  to  put 
down  the  revolt.  In  doing  so,  however,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  embarrassing  complications 
may  arise  between  Japan  and  China.  In  such 
event,  the  Government  must  be  prepared  to  take 
a  firm  and  uubending  attitude  toward  China. 
That  is  the  only  point,  says  the  Yomiuri,  that  is 
worth  consideration. 

* 

*  * 

The  Shin  Choya  Shimbun  is  much  exercised 
by  the  news  that  Russian  troops  have  crossed 
the  frontier  into  Korea.  We  are  told  that  of 
late  years  Russia  has  been  secretly  contriving  to 
increase  her  influence  in  the  peninsula.  Now 
that  a  unique  opportunity  has  presented  itself 
for  the  pursuit  of  her  aggressive  designs,  she 
will  not  be  slow  to  take  advantage  of  it.  China, 
too,  will  not  stand  still.  Under  these  circum- 
stances our  contemporary  anticipates  complica- 
tions between  Japan,  Russia,  and  China,  but  has 
no  doubt  that  the  Japanese  troops  will  be  equal 
to  the  occasion. 

# 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun,  alone  among  the 
metropolitan  papers,  advises  the  Japanese  Go- 
vernment not  to  have  anything  to  go  with 
putting  down  the  insurrection  in  Korea.  Troops, 
it  says,  must  be  sent  to  the  peninsula  kingdom, 
but  the  unique  object  should  to  protect  the 
Japanese  residents.  Under  certain  circum- 
stances, it  might  become  necessary  for  Japan  to 
adopt  an  energetic  policy,  but  as  far  as  possible 

she  should  maintain  a  negative  attitude  in  Korea. 
♦ 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  takes  this  opportunity  to 
point  out  the  urgent  necessity  of  completing 
the  Hiroshima-Shimonoseki  section  of  the  San- 
yo Railway.  The  Company  proposes  to  lay  the 
line  along  the  sea-shore,  but  the  Government 
will  not  permit  the  construction  of  such  a  line 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  exposed  to  the 
attack  of  foreign  enemies.  The  inland  line  sug- 
gested by  the  Government  involves  the  outlay 
of  a  large  amount  of  capital,  and  the  Company 
nalurably  hesitate  to  undertake  such  a  task.  It 
has  always  been  the  Jiji's  opinion  that  the  Com- 
pany should  be  allowed  to  construct  the  coast- 
wise line,  inasmuch  as  the  most  frequent  occasions 
for  the  strategical  use  of  the  line  will  be  in  con- 


nection with  troubles  in  the  Korean  peninsula, 
and.  on  such  occasions,  there  need  be  little  fear 
of  the  road  being  injured  by  foreign  enemies. 
The  Jiji's  prediction  has  now  been  fulfilled,  and 
it  strongly  recommends  the  Government  to  give 
immediate  permission  to  the  Company  to  con- 
struct the  line  along  the  sea  shore,  for.  even  if 
the  present  affair  ends  peacefully,  no  one  knows 
what  may  subsequently  happen. 

* 

*  * 

Journalistic  comments  on  the  dissolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  already 
been  reproduced.  A  few  articles  have  since 
been  published  in  the  Opposition  papers,  all 
accusing  the  Cabinet  of  having  dissolved  the 
Diet  twice  on  the  same  question  of  Treaty  En- 
forcement. These  papers  point  to  the  constitu- 
tional history  of  England,  and  insist  that  to 
appeal  to  the  country  twice  on  the  same  question 
is  unconstitutional.  Their  arguments  are  torn 
into  shreds  by  the  Nichi Nichi Shimbun,  which 
points  out  that  the  last  two  dissolutions  were  not 
made  on  the  same  question.  The  dissolution  of 
1893  was  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  Repre- 
sentation on  Strict  Enforcement ;  but  that  of  the 
2nd  instant  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  caused 
by  that  question.  At  the  commencement  of 
last  session,  an  Address  to  the  Throne  avow- 
edly embodying  the  doctrine  of  Treaty  Enforce- 
ment was  introduced,  but  it  failed  to  obtain 
the  suffrages  of  a  majority  in  the  House.  The 
Address  that  ultimately  received  the  House's 
approval  was  couched  in  such  vague  language 
that  no  direct  reference  to  the  same  doctrine 
could  be  discovered  in  it.  The  obvious  purpose 
of  the  Address  was  to  attack  the  Cabinet  in  ge- 
neral terms  on  its  domestic  and  foreign  policy. 
No  sane  person  can  say  that  the  two  dissolutions 
were  caused  by  the  same  question  of  Treaty 
Enforcement.  But  even  supposing  that  such 
were  the  case,  the  Nichi  Nichi  maintains  that 
the  charge  of  unconstitutionality  could  not  be 
preferred  against  the  Cabinet.  For  precedents  of 
consecutive  dissolutions  on  the  same  issue  are 
not  wanting  in  the  annuals  of  constitutional 
government  in  Europe. 

* 

It  is  supposed  that  the  next  general  election 
will  take  place  in  the  beginning  of  August.  The 
various  political  parties  are  busily  engaged  mak- 
ing preparations  for  the  contest.  From  articles 
that  have  appeared  on  this  subject,  it  is  evident 
that  the  allied  Opposition  Sections  will  fight 
under  the  common  standards  of  a  Strong  Foreign 
Policy  and  Responsible  Cabinets.  The  Yomi- 
uri Shimbun,  for  instance,  noting  that  these 
are  the  most  important  questions  in  Japan  at  the 
present  moment,  recommends  the  candidates  of 
the  allied  Sections  to  make  every  effort  to  sub- 
mit them  forcibly  to  the  constituencies,  and  to 
avoid  reference  to  what  are  called  minor  points 
of  practical  importance.  Evidently  our  con- 
temporary fears  that  the  discussion  of  practical 
questions  would  tend  to  weaken  the  bonds  of 
union  between  the  different  Opposition  parties 
that  have  been  brought  together  by  artificial 
means. 

*  * 

The  Shin  Choya  Shimbun  plainly  states  that 
the  introduction  of  problems  of  practical  signi- 
ficance at  the  time  of  the  coming  election  would 
be  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  the  allied  parties. 
If  the  Opposition  candidates  only  devote  their 
whole  energies  to  the  single  question  of  Foreign 
Policy,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  a  posi- 
tive majority  in  the  new  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Our  contemporary  does  not  make  any 
allusion  to  Responsible  Cabinets.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Shin  Choya  is  generally  understood 
to  have  close  connections  with  the  leaders  of  the 
National  Unionists,  its  silence  on  the  subject  of 
Responsible  Cabinets  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  accident.  It  may  be  inferred  that,  despite 
the  recognition — evidently  reluctant — of  this 
principle  by  their  organ,  the  Chu-o,  the  National 
Union  leaders  are  not  yet  fully  reconciled  to  the 
idea  of  introducing  the  English  system  of  Go- 
vernment by  Party.  Whatever  may  be  the  expla- 
nation, it  is  a  fact  that  the  Shin  Choya  recom- 
mends the  candidates  of  the  Opposition  parties  to 
confine  their  attention  to  the  single  question  of 
Foreign  Policy.  At  the  last  general  election,  the 


Opposition  parties  did  not,  says  our  contem- 
porary, attach  sufficient  importance  to  that 
question.  They  are  exhorted  not  to  repeat  the 
mistake  this  time. 

* 

*  * 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  observes  that  under  a 
truly  constitutional  regime,  it  is  seldom  neces- 
sary to  organize  combinations  of  a  national 
character.  But  in  Japan  the  general  rule  is 
reversed,  the  system  of  Responsible  Cabi- 
nets has  not  yet  been  introduced  here.  Con- 
sequently it  becomes  necessary  to  organize 
national  unions  like  the  present  League,  form- 
ed by  the  various  political  parties  advocat- 
ing a  strong  Foreign  Policy  and  Responsible 
Cabinets.  Until  the  grand  object  of  Go- 
vernment by  Party  shall  have  been  obtained, 
it  will  not  be  possible,  in  the  Progressionist 
organ's  opinion,  to  conduct  politics  on  party 
lines.  For  the  present,  therefore,  the  Hochi  ad- 
vises the  various  parties  to  bury  their  difference 
of  views  on  practical  questions  and  combine  to- 
gether on  the  common  ground  above  alluded  to. 
* 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  expresses  surprise  at  the 
brazen-faced  assurance  with  which  the  Progres- 
sionists, "  the  traitors  of  former  days,"  now  call 
themselves  the  advocates  of  a  strong  foreign 
policy.  The  National  Unionists,  "  the  bastard 
sons  of  Clan  Government,"  should  hold  up  their 
heads  in  the  company  of  parties  working  for  the 
introduction  of  a  system  of  Party  Government. 
To  note  another  inconsistency  of  the  allied  parties, 
they  style  themselves  the  friends  of  the  Common 
People,  while  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to 
influence  the  votes  at  the  coming  election  by 
the  assistance  of  the  representatives  of  hereditary 
privileges  like  Prince  Konoye  and  other  nobles. 
» 

*  * 

There  has  been  a  controversy  between  the 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  and  the  Mainichi  Shim- 
bun on  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  the  Ministers 
of  State  in  the  Houses  of  the  Diet.  The  con- 
troversy was  originated  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives during  last  session,  when  some 
members  clamoured  for  the  expulsion  of  a 
Minister  of  State  and  a  Government  Delegate. 
Mr.  Inouye  Ki,  Minister  of  State  for  Education, 
declared  that  the  Ministers  of  State  and  the 
Government  Delegates  take  their  seats  in  the 
House  in  virtue  of  their  offices,  and,  conse- 
quently, are  not  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
President,  except  while  they  occupy  the  rostrum, 
when  they  must  obey  his  orders.  Mr.  Hoshi, 
speaking  on  the  same  occasion,  expressed  a 
similar  view.  Now  the  Mainichi  Shimbun 
maintains  that,  even  while  they  occupy  their 
official  seats,  the  Ministers  of  State  and  Govern- 
ment Delegates  are  under  the  control  of  the 
President.  Should  the  contrary  principle  be 
recognized,  it  would  lead  to  an  absurd  result. 
Suppose,  says  our  contemporary,  that  a  Minister 
of  State  or  a  Government  Delegate  were  crazy  en- 
ough to  disturb  the  order  of  the  House  must  he 
be  suffered  to  indulge  in  his  vicious  procedure  ? 
The  doctrine  of  immunity  is  thus  held  to  be 
absurd  and  groundless. 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  on  the  other 
hand,  goes  to  the  opposite  extreme  and  main- 
tains that,  even  while  speaking  in  the  rostrum, 
the  Ministers  of  State  and  Government  Dele- 
gates have  no  legal  obligation  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  President  of  the  House.  Our  contem- 
porary cites  various  instances  in  which  the 
German  Ministers  of  State  rejected  the  Pre- 
sident's order  to  stop  their  speeches.  This  right 
is  given  to  Minister^  of  State  by  the  constitution 
of  most  countries. 

*  * 

The  question  of  Treaty  Revision  is  not  en- 
tirely neglected  by  the  metropolitan  papers. 
The  Chu  0  Shimbun,  alluding  to  the  so-called 
resolutions  adopted  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
allied  parties,  observes  that  the  conclusion  of 
perfectly  equal  treaties  is  the  unanimous  wish  of 
the  nation.  The  Koku?nin  Shimbun  repeats  its 
opinion  that  such  portions  of  the  treaties  as  may 
relate  to  custom  duties  and  the  alteration  of 
laws  should  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of 
the  Diet. 


June  g,  1S94.] 


THE  JAPAN   WEEKLY  MAIL. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


JAPANESE   B MIGRANTS    IN   BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

The  Japanese  Consul  at  Vancouver,  B.C.,  lias 
once  again  sent  a  warning  to  the  Government 
and  people  against  rash  and  ill-ad /ished  emigra- 
tion to  British  Columbia.    According  to  the  re- 
port as  published  in  the  Official  Gazette,  the  total 
number  of  Japanese  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
Vancouver,  is  850,  and  each  steamer  that  arrives 
from  Japan  brings  a  fresh  lot.    Of  the  whole 
number,  about  250  are  employed  in  the  salmon- 
fisheries  on  the  Frazer  River ;  200  are  engaged 
in  felling  timber ;  while  the  remaining  400  are 
resident  in  the  town  proper.    Only  one-fourth  of 
these  last  have   found  employment,    all  the 
vest  having   failed  to   get   any   work.  The 
men  employed  in  the  salmon  industries  or  in 
felling  timber  are  much  better  off  than  those 
staying  in  Vancouver,  for  the  latter  earn  at  best 
barely  enough  to  pay  for  their  food,  or,  worse 
still,  are  without  the  means  of  subsistence. 
Considerably,  over  three  hundred  emigrants  are 
therefore,  leading  virtually  the  lives  of  paupers 
in  a  foreign  land.    This  is  nothing  more  or 
less  than  the  natural  result  of  reckless  emigra 
tion  ;  hence  the  report  lays  great  stress  on  the 
necessity  for  caution  and  warning  advice  when- 
ever would-be  emigrants  apply  to  the  authorities 
for  passports.    The  dishonest  practices  of  some 
pseudo  "Emigration  Societies"  would  seem 
still  to  be  an  additional  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
unsuspicious  emigrants.    Three  of  the  Japan- 
ese who  reached  Vancouver  last  month  on  board 
the  Empress  of  China  were  found  to  be  without 
tickets.  Two  of  these  had  actually  paid  sixty-five 
yen  each  to  the  "  Yokohama  Emigration  Com- 
pany," through  its  agency  their  passage  had  been 
engaged.    Altogether  more  than  eighty  emi- 
grants had  passed  through  the  Company's  hands 
in  like  manner;  but  instead  of  each  receiving 
his  or  her  ticket,  one  of  the  managers  gave  the 
whole  lot  in  a  lump  to  one  man.    When  the 
purser  came  to  inspect  the  tickets,  it  was  found 
that  those  belonging  to  two  emigrants  were 
wanting,  so  that  some  dishonest  employe"  of 
the  Company  must  have  appropriated  con- 
siderably more  than  one  hundred  yen.  Using 
the  small  amount  of  ready  cash  they  had  and 
with  the  aid  of  the  local  agent  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Company,  who  made  up  the  deficit  and 
also  paid  the  costs  of  the  suit  brought  against 
the  two  unfortunates  by  the  Steamship  Com- 
pany, they  were  suffered  to  depart  unmolested. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  third  emigrant  it  could 
not  be  ascertained  whether  or  not  he  had  paid 
the  Emigration  Co.  for  his  passage,  as  the  other 
two  had  done.    Having  no  funds  with  him  and 
neither  the  agent  or  any  one  else  being  willing 
to  assist  him,  he  was  taken  before  a  magistrate 
and  sentenced  to  four  weeks'  imprisonment, — 
surely  an  ominous  beginning  for  one  who  has 
come  to  seek  better  fortune  in  a  foreign  land. 


band  was  not  over-pleased  to  see  his  formal 
employer  enter  in  company  with  the  despised 
wife,  yet  their  old  relations  obliged  him  to 
treat  his  master  with  profound  icspect.  After 
some  desultoiy  conversation,  the  question  of 
divorce  was  very  gently  broached,  the  master 
parenthetically  remarking  that  if  it  were  really 
necessary  to  separate,  perhaps  a  prompt 
divorce  would  be  the  most  advisable  step  ; 
he  should  like  to  know,  however,  what  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  with  regard  to  the  parti- 
tion of  the  capital  accumulated  by  the  joint 
exertions  of  husband  and  wife.  After  listen- 
ing to  what  his  old  servant  had  to  say,  the 
gentleman  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that,  in 
view  of  the  daughters  being  handed  over  to 
the  wife  while  the  husband  retained  possession 
of  the  son,  the  same  arrangement  should  be 
followed  in  the  sex  of  the  cattle— all  the  cows 
to  be  ceded  to  the  parting  wife,  the  bulls  only 
to  remain  in  her  spouse's  hands.  Dumbfound 
ed  by  this  novel  but  natural  view  of  the  matter, 
the  husband  asked  for  a  few  days  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration;  the  upshotjbeing  a 
happy  reconciliation  and  complete  revocation 
of  the  threatened  bill  of  divorcement. 


manner  in  which  some  of  the  vernacular  dailies 
announced,  in  extras,  the  fall  of  the  curtain, 
was  decidedly  theatiical.    One  paper  sent  its 
extra  around  embellished  with  a  broad  black 
mourning-border.   The  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun 
(Independent)  added,  at  the  end  of  the  Im- 
perial Mandate  dissolving  the  Diet,  the  words, 
much  emphasized,  a,  a,  kaisan,  "Alas!  alas  I 
Dissolution!"  the  mournful  cry  being  printed 
twice.    The  popular  sentiment  on  Sunday  was 
that  the  majority  of  the  Tokyo  press  would  im- 
mediately come  under  the  ban  of  suspension,  as 
every  partisan  editor  was  pointing  his  brush  and 
rubbing  his  ink-slab    preparatory  to  vitriolic 
denunciations  of  the  Government. 


A  SECOND  SOLOMON. 

A  well-to-do  dairyman  living  in  Koishikawa 
District,  Tokyo,  was,  some  ten  years  ago,  the 
servant  of  a  gentleman  of  means  in  Fujimi-cho, 
Kojimachi  District.    Upon  bidding  farewell  to 
servitude  he  was  made  the  happy  recipient  of 
a  fine  milch  cow,  as  a  reward  for  his  faithful 
services,  his  master  being  aware  of  his  desire  to 
set  up  a  dairy.    Soon  after  this,  he  married  an 
industrious  and  thrifty  young  woman,  and  so 
diligently  did  the  couple  work  that  in  less  than 
ten  years  they  had  amassed  a  neat  little  fortune 
of  about  ten  thousand  yen.    And  then  began 
domestic  troubles  of  a  nature  unfortunately  not 
peculiar  to  Japan.    The  husband  paid  less 
attention  to  his  business   and  commenced  to 
dissipate  ;  he  scolded  his  hard-working  spouse 
when  she  ventured  to  remonstrate,  and  finally, 
weary  of  her  reproaches,  said  he  should  divorce 
her.    In  accordance  with  the  orthodox  custom 
of  Japan,  he  said  she  might  |have  their  two 
.daughters,  but  the  boy,  their  one  son,  must  stay 
With  him.    Weeping  betterly,  the  wife  hastened 
to  the  home  of  her  husband's  former  master, 
begging  him  to  dissuade  tier  lord  from  so  in- 
human a  course  of  conduct.    After  listening  to 
all  she  had  to  say,  the  one-time  master  consent- 
ed to  accompany  her  home.    The  peccant  hus 


THE   KOREAN  INSURRECTION. 

We  do  not  gather  that  any  success  has  thus  far 
attended  the  Korean  Government's  attempts  to 
put  down  the  insurrection  now  raging  in  the 
peninsula.   Of  course  there  is  very  great,  almost 
insuperable,    difficulty     in    ascertaining  the 
details  of  the  struggle.    The  Asahi  Shimbun, 
which  published  a  circumstantial  account  a  few 
days  ago,  and  described  the  alleged  doings  and 
intentions  of  the  Japanese  Government,  has 
been  suspended,  so  that  we  are  unable  to  guess 
how  much  of  its  information  is  trustworthy. 
There  appears   to  be   little  doubt,  however, 
that  the  Japanese  Government  has  resolved 
to  despatch  a  force  of  some  1,500  troops  to 
the  scene  of  the  disturbance  to  protect  Japa- 
nese life  and  property.    Inasmuch   as  anti 
foreign  sentiment  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
insurrection,  it  is  plainly  a  matter  of  neces 
sary  precaution  to  take  steps  for  the  defence  of 
life  and  property.    According  to  the  Tientsin 
Convention,   neither  of   the  high  contracting 
parties  is  warranted  in  sending  a  military  force 
to  Korea  without  preliminary  notice  to  the  other. 
Such  notice  has  doubtless  been  given  to  China, 
and  in  all  probability  she  too  will  despatch  troops, 
if,  indeed,  she  has  not  already  done  so. 
*  *  * 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  says  that  the  Govern- 
ment applied  to  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  on 
the  4th  inst.,  for  the  use  of  ten  of  the  Company's 
ships  as  freight  and  troop-ships  in  connection 
with  the  Korean  troubles.  A  meeting  of  theDirec- 
tors  took  place  on  the  5th,  and  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Omi  Maru,  Yamashiro  Marti,  Hvogo 
Maru,  Kumamoto  Maru,  Wakanoura  Maru, 
Echigo  Maru,  Suminoye  Maru,  Sakata  Maru, 
and  Sendai  Maru  should  be  placed  at  the  Go- 
vernment's disposal.  'telegraphic  information 
has  been  given  to  the  Captains  of  the  above 
steamers  to  proceed  to  Shimonoseki  immediate- 
ly, and  then  to  rendez-vous  at  Ujina. 


THE  TEST   IN  HONGKONG. 

The  Pest  is  still  ravaging  the  Chinese  quarters 
at  Hongkong  despite  the  rigid  sanitary  pre- 
cautions taken  by  the   authorities.    The  dire 
visitation  is  said  to  be  explained  in  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  manner  by  the  natives.  Feng-shut 
is  responsible  for  it,  and  Ddily  Press  learns  that 
the  Chinese  are  pretty  unanimous  in  the  belief 
that  the  Peak  Tramway,  of  all  things,  is  directly 
responsible  not  only  for  the  outbreak  of  disease, 
but  for  bad  times,  depreciation  of  silver,  and 
other  woes,  while  the  Praya  reclamation  must 
be  held  responsible  for  the  recent  water  famine. 
Many  grossly  mischievous  libels  on  the  foreign 
doctors  of  Hongkong  are  rife  in  Canton,  and 
some  insulting  post  cards  and  placards  are  in 
circulation  among  the  Chinese.    A  wholesale 
exodus  of  Celestials  from  the  Colony  has  been 
in  progress  for  some  days.    The  presence  of 
H.M.S.  Tweed  opposite  Taiping-shan  has  had 
a  salutatory  influence  upon  the  Chinese  residents 
in  that  quarter. 

*  *  * 

A  telegraphic  message  despatched  by  Mr. 
Nakagawa,  Japanese  Consul  in  Hongkong,  and 
which  has  been  received  by  the  Government, 
states  that  five  British  soldiers,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  enforcing  the  sanitary  regulations, 
have  succumbed  to  the  malady.  The  telegram 
does  not  state  whether  they  were  European  or 
Indian  soldiers. 


The  Jiyu  says  that  the  Omi  Maru  and  the 
Echigo  Maru,  at  Yokohama,  took  on  board  coal 
and  provisions  on  the  5th  inst.  They  were  to 
go  to  Yokosuka  the  same  day,  and  then  proceed 
to  Korea. 

*  * 

Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister  to  Korea,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Motono,  a  Councillor  in  the 
Foreign  Department,  left  the  capital  on  the  5th 
inst.  for  his  post.  Viscount  Enomoto,  Mr. 
Mutsu,  and  a  number  of  other  distinguished 
officials  assembled  at  Shimbashi  Station  to  bid 
farewell  to  the  departing  Minister. 

DISSOLUTION   AND  THE  TOKYO  PRESS 

Although  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet  was  a 
foregone  conclusion  after  Thursday's  decisive 
step,  yet  the  actual  announcement  of  the  fact 
caused  a  feeling  of  consternation  throughout 
the  metropolis.  Intense  excitement  prevailed 
in  the  streets  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  the 


THE  NEWSPAPER  REGULATIONS- 

In  our  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Peers  for  May  31st,  we  stated  that,  after  its 
secret  session  to  debate  the  Amendment  of  the 
Peers'  Regulations,  the  House  received  and 
endorsed   the   report   of   the  Conference  of 
Managers  of  the  two  Houses,  appointed  to  con- 
sider certain  amendments  of  the  Press  Law. 
That  was  an  error  for  which  the  abbreviated 
stenographic  records  received  by  us  each  evening 
after  the  Diet  rises,  was  responsible.  The  record 
for  May  31st  contained  only  the  briefest  possible 
reference  to  the  doings  of  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  announced  the  majority's  agreement  to  the 
Conference's  amendments  of  the  new  Press 
Law,  whereas  the  majority  rejected  the  amend- 
ments.    It  appears  that    the  stenographists, 
concluding   that   the   session   would  occupy 
the  House  throughout  the  day,  took  their  de- 
parture, and  consequently  were  not  prepared 
for  the  very  unusual  incident  of  the  Houses 
commencing  at  a  late  hour  of  the  afternoon  a 
new  debate  concerning  a  subject  not  on  the 
Order  of  the  Day,  and  remaining  in  session 
until  past  6  o'clock.    We  print  to-day  a  report 
of  what  actually  occurred  in  the  House  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  secret  session,  with  apologies 
to  our  readers. 


THE   CHESS  CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Although  our  news  from  America  carries  us 
up  to  the  17th  of  May,  the  progress  of  the  chess 
match  after  the  10th  is  not  recorded.  By  th< 
latter  date  14  games  had  been  played,  and  th< 
position  then  did  not  look  by  any  means  si 
desperate  for  Steinitz  as  it  did  when  the  Montrea 
series  of  games  commenced.  When  the  rival 
met  in  Montreal  the  score  stood  :— Lasker  7 
Steinitz  2,  drawn  2,  Lasker  having  performe. 
the  remarkable  feat  of  winning  5  game 
in  succession,  but  at  the  end  of  the  first  thre 
games  played  in  Montreal  the  position  ha- 
changed  materially,  Lasker's  wins  still  remainin 
at  7  and  Steinitz's  having  increased  to  4-  - 
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appears  that  while  in  Philadelphia,  where  Lasker 
forged  so  much  ahead.  Steinitz  was  suffering 
from  an  attack  of  insomnia  which  of  course 
fatally  weakened  his  play.  Steinitz  never  boasts, 
and   has  never  been  known  to  underrate  his 
adversary.     We  must  therefore  attach  moment 
to  his  statement  that  could  he  only  recover  from 
his  insomnia  trouble  he  saw  no  reason  why  he, 
in  turn,  might  not  be  able  to  win  5  games  in 
succession  from  Lasker.    Events  confirm  this 
view,   for  the  result   of  the  three  games  in 
Montreal  was  that  the  first  was  drawn  and  the 
second  and  third  were  won  by  Steinitz.  The 
score  then  stood  : — Lasker  7,  Steinitz  4,  drawn 
3.    As  to  what  subsequently  happened,  how- 
ever,  we  are  left  unaccountably  in  the  dark. 
The  15th  game  was  to  have  been  played  on  May 
10th,  but  Lasker  excused  himself  on  account  of 
indisposition.    He  had  done  that  twice  already, 
and  as  the  conditions  of  the  match  limit  each 
player  to  three  arbitrary  postponements  we  do  no 
understand  why  the  15th  game  was  not  played 
on  the  12th  of  May,  the  date  substituted  for  the 
10th.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  in  the  13th 
game,  a  Ruy  Lopez,  Steinitz  abandoned  his 
special  defence  3  P.Q.3.,  and  substituted  the 
classic  defence  of  3  P.Q.R.3.  We  infer  from  this 
that  he  has  definitely  recognized  the  inferiority 
of  the  former  tactics,  and  doubtless  the  decision 
of  such  a  master  based  upon  such  a  test  will 
be  accepted  by  amateurs  as  conclusive. 


SAMOA. 

While  certain   newspapers  in   the  U.S.  are 
striving  hard  to  awaken  American  patriotic  in- 
terest in  Samoa,  this  is  what  the  Daily  Com- 
mercial News  of  San  Francisco  has  to  say 
about  trade  prospects  between  America  and 
Samoa: — "The  extensive  naval  force  that  in 
the  past  has  rendezvoused  in  the  South  Seas  to 
guarantee  the  commercial  rights  of  the  United 
States  in  Samoa,  the  money  and  literary  talent 
expended  in  official  correspondence  with  Great 
Britain  and  Germany  on  the  subject,  to  say 
nothing  of  the    reams  of    good   paper  used 
to   print   able  editorials  and   articles    in  the 
press  of  this  country,  have,  combined,  been 
but   a    trifling   expense,   compared    with  the 
advantages  gained.    No  one  will  deny  that  a 
triumph  for  American  diplomacy  and  American 
commerce  has  been  achieved,  for  the  trade  is 
coming  our  way,  the  products  of  the  South  Seas 
are  flowing  through  the  Golden  Gate,  enriching 
this  coast,  and  soon  the  barrier  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  will  be  passed  and  the  fruitful  stream 
will  sweep  down  to  and  spread  over  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley  and  reach  even  the  Eastern  coast. 
The   steamer    Alameda    alone  brought  from 
Apia,  Samoa,   1   lot  of  wreckage  from  Uncle 
Sam's  lost  ships,  53  empty  kegs,  1  case  human 
remains,  and  some  limes." 


MR.  ASADA'S  VIEWS  ON  THE  JAPAN-BOMBAY 
SERVICE. 

Some  little  time  ago,  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha 
despatched  Mr.  Asada  Masabumi  to  Bombay, 
in  connection  with  the  competition  between  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  and  itself. 
This  gentleman  has  now  returned  and  been  in- 
terviewed  by  a  representative  of    the  Hochi 
Shimbun.    Mr.  Asada  is  convinced   that  the 
P.  and  O.  will  fight  it  out  to  the  bitter  end, 
partly  owing  to  a  feeling  of  indignation  at  find- 
ing any  one  daring  to  interfere  with  their  ancient 
monopoly,  but  chiefly  owing  to  the  small  opinion 
the  Company  have  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha, 
which  they  deem  the  latter  incapable  of  holding 
ts  own  with  so  experienced  and  formidable  a 
ival.  This  contemptuous  attitude  of  the  P.  and 
D.  is,  in  Mr.  Asada's  opinion,  equivalent  to  a 
gratuitous  insult  to  the  country  at  large.  The 
English  Company  should  be  given  a  lesson  and 
hus  taught  to  be  less  haughty  in  future.  Mere 
ndignation  and  bombastic  patriotism  will  avail 
ttle  ;    practical    steps     must    be    taken  to 
nable  the  Yusen    Kaisha    to    hold    its  own 
'ith  dignity  and  unshaken  purpose.     He  re- 
rets    to    state,    however,    that    as  matters 
land  the  Japanese   Steamship   Company  can 
ot  keep  up  the  competition    for  an  unlimit- 
d  period.     The  Company  is  even  now  ex- 
eriencing  serious  loss  on  the  Bombay  line — 


no  less  than  75,000  yen  annually  for  every  ship 
taking  part  in  the  service.    From  the  estimates 
supplied  by  the  Yusen  Kaisha  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Communications  with  respect  to  the 
Bombay  service,  it  appears  that  the  total  loss 
incurred   since   the   opening  of  the  new  line, 
amounts  to   fully  300,000  yen.     At  this  rate 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  company  to 
continue  sending  steamers  to  India  after  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  their  contract  with  the 
Cotton-Spinners'  League.    The  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  might,  in  such  an  event.be  reproached 
for  want  of  courage  or  some  might  imagine  thai 
if  double  the  quantity  of  cotton  were  shipped  the 
company  ought  to  reap  a  profit  from  this  kind 
of  freight.  But  Mr.  Asada  altogether  repudiates 
the  idea  of  possible  profit  from  cotton  at  present 
rates  :  that  is  quite  out  of  the  question.    And  as 
for  the  first  charge,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the 
Yusen  Kaisha  did  not  begin  the  Bombay  service 
with  the  idea  of  incurring  heavy  losses,  such  as 
are  now  experienced,  for  an  unlimited  space  of 
time.    The  service  was  started  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  the  cotton-spinners  and  because  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  make  a  trial  in  a  new  direc- 
tion, even  at  the  risk  of  considerable  loss.    It  is 
true  that,  were  it  possible  to  equally  distribute  the 
shipments  of  cotton  to  Japan,  the  transportation 
of  150,000  bales  annually  would  yield  a  profit; 
but  there  is  only  one  cotton  harvest  just  before 
the  rainy  season  sets  in,  necessitating  the  de- 
spatch  of  a    number   of   vessels    very  close 
upon  each  other.    Undertaking  the  additional 
shipment  of  75,000  bales  was  thus  not  profitable 
to  the  Company;  yet  both  the  Union  Spinners 
and  the  Yusen  Kaisha  believed  that  to  leave 
the  shipment  of  so  much  cotton  to  the  free 
choice  of  buyers,  would  be  equivalent  to  break- 
ing up  the  League  altogether.    It  was  for  this 
reason  that  the  Company  agreed  to  ship  so 
much  cotton  in  addition  to  the  first  contract, 
even  at  a  heavy  loss.    Granting  then  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  Yusen  Kaisha  to  con- 
tinue the  service  after  the  expiration  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  Union  Spinners,  the  question  is, 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  In  Mr.  Asada's  opinion  the 
only  course  left  open  it  to  request  a  subsidy  from 
the  Government;  and  if  this  be  acceded  to,  the 
Yusen  Kwaisha  will  be  enabled  to  uphold  its 
credit,  which  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  the 
dignity  of  the  nation  will  be  preserved  abroad. 
The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  obtained 
its  present  greatness,  Mr.  Asada  declares,  in 
consequence  of  the  patronage  of  the  British 
Government,  so  there  is  every  precedent  for  the 
extension  of  a  like  favour  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  Japan.    In  this  way  only  can 
the  Yusen  Kaisha  look  forward  to  prosperous 
development. 


looked  over  a  long  line  of  goods,  making  finally 
a  purchase  of  only  two  yen  in  value.     Just  as 
they  were  about  to  step  out,  the  salesman  who 
had  been  waiting  on  them,  noticed  that  sundry 
articles,  worth  about  sixty  yen,  were  missing. 
The  ladies  were  stopped  on  the  threshold  and 
led  into  a  private  apartment,  where  they  were 
examined.     Nothing  suspicious  was  found,  for 
they  had,  it  appears,  in  some  unexplained  way 
managed  to  free  themselves  from  the  stolen 
goods,  which  they  had  fastened  in  their  under- 
garments.   Just  then  the  police  came  in,  for 
they  had  been  some  time  on  the  track  of  the 
two  ladies.  Another  and  this  time  very  rigorous 
examination  was  made,  and  no  less  than  eight 
yen  worth  of  stolen  articles  were  discovered  up 
their  sleeves,  and  in  their  satchels,  all  of  which 
they  had  taken  from  several  silk-stores  during, 
the  course  of  the  day.    Convicted  of  theft,  they 
confessed  to  a  number  of  similar  misdeeds, 
while  it  appeared  they  had  been  carrying  on 
their  nefarious  trade   for  quite  a  long  while. 
Both  were  natives  "of  Oita  Prefecture. 


DR.  KITAZATO  ON  THE  PEST. 

One  of  the  staff  of  the  Jiyu   Shimbun  re- 
cently interviewed  Dr.  Kitazalo  on   the  sub- 
ject of  the  pest.    It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
remind  our  readers  that  the  Doctor  is  one  of 
the  world's  most  famous  bacteriologists  and 
the  favourite  assistant  of  Dr.  Koch.    He  has 
started  for  Hongkong,  having  been  despatched 
thither  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  examination  into  the  histology  and 
possible  therapeutics  of  the  plague.  In  the  pre- 
sent slate  of  our  knowledge  of  the  pest,  the  spe- 
cialist thinks  that  the  precautionary  measures 
to  be  adopted  as  well  as  the  pathology  of  the 
plague  itself  are  wholly  conjectural.   He  is,  how- 
ever, of  the  opinion  that  the  precautions  laken 
against  cholera  ought  to  be  equally  effective  in 
this  epidemic.    Drinking  of  none  but  sterilized 
water  and  avoidance  of  indulgence  in  raw  food- 
stuffs, ought  to  be  sufficient  protection  against 
infection.    In  the  case  of  cholera,  measles,  etc., 
the  germs  of  which  diseases  are  carried  through 
the   air,    absolutely   efficacious  precautionary 
measures  are  extremely  difficult;  but  when  an 
epidemic  attacks  principally  the  digestive  organs, 
strict  attention  to  diet  is  generally  a  safeguard. 
The  plague  now  raging  in  Canton  and  Hong- 
kong probably  belongs  to  the  latter  category. 
So  far  as  Dr.  Kitazato  himself  is  concerned, 
he  feels  no  apprehension  whatever,  as  he  will 
exercise  the  most  rigid  precaution  with  regard 
to  food  and  drink. 


THE  LOSS  or  THE  "  ALWINE  SE YD," 

On  May  26th,  by  the  arrived  in  Shanghai  of  Capt. 
Gosewich,  and  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Alwine 
Sevd,  in  a  Chinese  boat,  it  was  learned  that  on 
the  2 1st  instant,  their  vessel  had  been  totally  lost 
off  the  Barren  Islands,  not  far  from  the  North 
Saddles.    The  Alwine  Seyd  was  bound  from 
Newchwang  to  Amoy  with  a  cargo  of  beancake, 
and  when  she  struck  three  boats  were  lowered, 
of   which  one  was  missing  for   some  days. 
Eventually  seven  of  its  occupants  reached  land 
safely.    About  a  quarter  of  an  bour  after  the  first 
alarm  the  steamer  sank  in  forty  fathoms  of  water. 
The  captain,  officers,  and  the  crew  in  the  two 
boats  were  picked  up  by  a  junk  on  the  Tuesday 
and  the  next  day  falling  in  with  a  Norwegian 
vessel  were  taken  to  Gutzlaff,  from  whence  they 
went  on  to  Shanghai.    Vessel  and  cargo  were 
insured,  the  former  al  home  and  the  latter  locally. 
It  appears  that  the  Captain  had  his  Japanese 
sailors  entirely  under   control  after  the  ship 
struck,  but  the  Chinese  jumped  into  the  boats 
while  they  were  still  on  the  chocks.    The  vessel 
was  going  down  as  Captain  Gosewich  left  her, 
and  he  was  the  last  man  in  the  ship. 


ARTISTIC  SHOPLIFTING. 

The  well-known  silk-mercer  Shirokiya,  of 
Nihonbashi  Tori,  Tokyo,  narrowly  escaped 
considerable  loss  at  the  hands  of  two  expert 
shoplifters,  some  ten  days  ago.  Two  elegantly 
dressed  Japanese  ladies  entered  the  store  and 


THE  BOOK  OF  THE  FAIR. 

The  Bancroft  Company's  "Book  of  the  Fair" 
continues  fully  to  maintain  the  high  promise  of 
its  first  numbers.    The  illustrations  are  not  only 
well  chosen  as  a  means  of  familiarising  the  public 
with  the  most  striking  features  of  the  great  Fair, 
but  are  also  beautifully  executed.  Evidently 
the  publishers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  best 
resources  of  American  art.     The  letter-press 
also  is  satisfactory.   Its  compiler  shows  thorough 
acquaintance   with  his  subject  and  wise  dis- 
crimination in  his  choice  of  materials.  Four 
parts  out  of  the  twenty-five  of  which  the  book 
is  to  consist  are  now  in  our  hands,  and  if,  as 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect,  the  remaining 
numbers  are  of  similar  quality,  the  public  will 
have  a  worthy  memento  of  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  episodes  in  the  history  of  industrial 
enterprise. 


THE   NEWSPAPERS  AND  THE/  KOREAN  AFFAIR. 

The  Authorities  are  evidently  determined  that 
the  national  interests  shall  not  suffer  from 
journalistic  indiscretions  at  the  present  juncture. 
Instructions  have  been  issued  by  the  police  to 
newspapers  throughout  the  empire  to  the  effect 
that  the  following  subjects  must  not  be  dis- 
cussed in  news  or  editorial  columns: — First, 
matters  relating  to  supplies  for  ships  or  troops 
or  to  numbers  of  men  and  vessels;  secondly, 
matters  relating  to  the  movements  of  ships  and 
troops;  thirdly,  matters  relating  to  the  starting 
of  ships;  fourthly,  matters  relating  to  the 
establishment  of  military  offices  of  whatever 
character;  fifthly,  all  other  matters  rel»t!  >:>  Id 
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warlike  operations.  ThU  of  course  means  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  least  important  details 
we  need  not  look  for  any  information  in  the 
Vernacular  press. 

Apropos  the  above,  the  following  order  has 
been  issued  by  the  Military  ami  Naval  Depart- 
ments : — 

In  accordance  with  Article  22  of  the  Press  Re- 
gulation^! newspapers  and  periodicals  me  hereby 
forbidden  to  publish  for  the  present  any  statements 
relating  to  the  movements  of  vessels  ol  war  01 
lioops  or  to  plans  of  military  01  naval  operations. 


TIIK  "  MIIKE  M.VRU 


"  MONMOUTHSHIRE 
SION. 


COLI.1- 


H.B.M.  Supreme  Court  in  Shanghai  was  oc 
copied  on  the  28th  May  in  hearing  an  action  in 
Admiralty  raised  by  the  Miike  Maru  against  the 
Monmouthshire,  and  a  cross-petition  by  the 
latter,  arising  out  of  a  collision  which  oc- 
curred on  nth  May  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yangtsze,  near  the  Tungsha  Lightship.  Briefly, 
the  petition  of  the  Miike  Maru  was  to  the  effect 
that  while  approaching  a  pilot  boat  those  on 
board  observed  that  the  tide  was  sagging  her 
down  to  two  vertical  lights  on  the  port  bow  ;  the 
Captain  was  about  to  give  the  order  hard-a 
starboard  so  as  to  pass  astern  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  second  pilot  boat,  when  the 
hull  of  the  Monmouthshire,  at  anchor,  was  seen  ; 
the  engines  were  stopped  and  helm  ported,  but 
the  port  side  of  the  Miike  Maru,  abreast  the 
fore  rigging,  struck  the  stem  of  the  Monmouth- 
shire ;  that  the  Monmouthshire  did  not  duly 
observe  the  provisions  of  Article  8  of  the  Regu 
lations  for  the  Prevention  of  Collisions  at  Sea, 
for  which  negligence  they  claimed  damages. 
The  cross-petition  of  the  Monmouthshire  stated 
that  the  vessel  had  anchored  to  wait  for  a  pilot; 
that  a  proper  watch  was  kept,  when,  about 
11.20  p.m.,  the  lights  of  the  Miike  Maru  were 
seen  abaft  the  beam,  and  as  she  gradually  ap- 
proached and  there  was  danger,  she  was  hailed  ; 
she  struck  the  stem  of  the  Monmouthshire 
and  parted  the  chain  cable,  and  afterward  struck 
the  vessel  several  times  whereby  she  sustained 
serious  damages  ;  that  the  Miike  Maru  did  not 
keep  a  proper  watch,  and  improperly  crossed 
the  Monmouthshire  s  bows  against  the  provi- 
sions of  Article  18  of  the  Regulations.  On  the 
part  of  the  Miike  Maru,  the  evidence  of  the 
Master,  third  officer,  chief  engineer,  and  a 
Japanese  was  beard,  while  for  the  Monmouth- 
shire the  depositions  of  the  Master,  third 
engineer,  and  two  pilots  were  taken,  and  the 
Court  adjourned  till  the  3rd  June. 

THE  KOREAN  INSURRECTION. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Chinese  Government  in- 
timated to  the  Japanese  Government  on  the  6th 
inst.  that  it  was  sending  troops  to  Korea  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  Chinese  subjects  owing 
to  the  Togaku-to  disturbances.  The  Chinese 
Government  seems  to  have  sent  the  troops 
immediately  upon  the  dispatch  of  the  intimation 
to  the  Japanese  Government.  A  Tientsin  tele- 
gram has  been  received  in  the  capital  to  the 
effect  that  the  Viceroy  Li  has  sent  three  thou- 
sand soldiers  from  Ikaiyei  and  Taiko  for  Korea. 
The  telegram  further  stated  that  the  men  will 
land  at  Gazan,  in  Chinsei-do,  at  a  distance  of 
a  little  over  18  ri  from  the  Korean  capital. 
Preparations  are  being  made  to  dispatch  further 
troops.  Telegraphic  intelligence  arrived  in 
Tokyo  yesterday  from  Korea  to  the  effect  that 
some  Russian  soldiers  have  arrived  in  Korea. 
The  Korean  Minister  had  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Mutsu,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  at  the  latter's 
office  yesterday.  The  conference  lasted  for 
over  two  hours.  A  Korean  telegram,  which 
reached  Tokyo  on  the  6th  instant,  states  that 
the  Togaku-to  partisans  have  surrounded  Soul, 
and  many  officials  have  escaped  to  Ninsen. 


definite  shape  when  they  started  last  summer, 
with  a  company  of  ten  expeit  sawyers,  for  India. 
They  soon  obtained  work  enough  to  bring  them 
in  a  daily  wage  of  one  dollar.  But  bein^  am- 
bitious men,  they  were  dissatisfied  with  this  re- 
sult, and  applied  to  the  Government  for  con- 
tract work.  There  were,  however,  in  that  place- 
quite  a  number  of  Japanese  living  in  anything 
lather  than  a  genteel  way,  the  consequence 
being  that  they  had  earned  for  themselves  and 
countrymen  merited  contempt.  So  Messrs. 
Minami  and  Yamamoto  were  unable  to  obtain 
the  confidence  of  the  Government  and  their 
application  was  rejected.  Obliged  to  turn 
to  a  humbler  source  of  income,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  employment  in  the  trans- 
port of  timber.  Their  diligence  and  integrity 
in  this  line  of  business  soon  won  the  confidence 
of  their  employers,  and  this  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  their  fortunate  discovery  of  cam- 
phor-trees. They  at  once  made  some  experi- 
ments with  the  wood,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  very  excellent  camphor.  This  discovery  high- 
ly gratified  the  Government,  for  the  existence  of 
this  tree  in  India  has  hitherto  been  unknown, 
the  world's  supply  of  camphor  coming  at  pre- 
sent from  China,  Japan,  and  one  or  two  less 
important  places.  In  lieu  of  reward  for  this 
valuable  discovery  of  theirs,  they  were  permitted 
to  purchase  some  400  cho  (about  1,000  acres) 
of  forest-land  along  the  coast  for  the  paltry  sum 
of  100  yen.  In  these  forests  they  found  an 
abundance  of  mahogany  and  other  hard  woods, 
suitable  for  making  the  butts  of  rifles  and  for 
ship-timbers.  The  two  enterprising  gentlemen 
have  recently  returned  to  Japan  with  the  Go- 
vernment license  and  a  large  map  of  the  forest- 
land  that  has  fallen  into  their  hands  in  this 
fortunate  manner. 


Irmly  a  helpless  woman.  Mis.  Laugtiy.  This 
was  11  ol  (In-  (list  tiinr,   Mi.  Buchanan  (  out  in  ueii, 

that  Mr.  Scoit  had  endeavoured  to  do  him  per< 

snnal  injuiy.     He  did  so  when  "  The  Chai  lalan 
was  pioduced  at  the  Hayni.ii  Icrt,  and  ullrrly  DSI 
veiled  and  destroyed  the  itloiy  of  tile  play,  which 
either  he  did   not  see  or  was  not  in  a  (it  con 

ilition  to  remember  or  describe.    He  was  a  wnier 

of  foolish  vMsfs  (01  music  halls  anil  of  ortldi 
adaptations.     He  had  repeatedly  ({one  out  ol  his 

way  to  abuse  his  (Mi.  Buchanan's)  work. 

"  I  wish  from  ibis  stage,"  Mr.  Buchanan  went 
,  "to  stale  publicly  that  be  is  a  man  without 
veracity,  conscience  or  honour,  an  egotistical  and 
spiteful  ciealuie,  who  ){uys  his  biends  and  insults 
his  foes,  and  is  generally  a  displace  to  journalism. 
He  totally  ironies  the  cowaidly  attack  made  last 
Itigill  on  a  defenceless  lady,  and  possibly  sympa- 
thized with  those  who  made  it,  for  lie  himself  is 
fond  of  attacking  defenceless  women  who  have 
fallen  out  of  his  good  giaces." 

'I  he  audience  vociferously  cheered  Mi  .  Biichan- 
When  be  had  finfshed  the  joint  author  of 
the  play,  Mi.  Mm  ray,  then  came  forwaid  and 
said  he  entirely  concurred  in  Mr.  Buchanan's 
remarks.  In  1  espouse  to  loud  calls  from  the 
audience,  Mrs.  Langtry  then  appeared  hand  in 
hand  with  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  there  was  a  le- 
newed  outburst  of  cheering.  The  audience  then 
dispersed. 


THE   NIPPON  YUSEN  K.AISHA. 

We  read  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo  that  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha  has  made  a  considerable  addition 
to  its  fleet,  not  simply  by  chartering  ships,  as  the 
Shogyo  Shimpo  has  stated,  but  by  actual  pur 
chase.  This  step  has  been  necessitated  by  the 
detaching  of  several  steamers  from  the  ordinary 
lines  on  public  service  in  connection  with  the 
Korean  emeute.  The  Company  had  to  choose 
between  dislocation  of  the  coastwise  carrying 
trade  and  an  exercise  of  very  courageous  enter 
prise.  It  selected  the  latter  alternative,  and  its 
prompt  liberality  enables  it  to  promise  that  any 
inconvenience  suffered  by  the  general  public 
shall  be  quickly  remedied.  We  do  not  find 
any  accurate  details  of  the  steamers  purchas- 
ed. It  is  merely  stated  that  their  number 
is  five,  that  they  are  about  the  size  of  the 
Kumamoto  Maru,  and  that  one  is  to  arrive 
at  Kobe  to-day  (9th),  another  on  the  nth  in- 
stant, two  more  before  the  end  of  the  month, 
and  one  in  the  early  part  of  next  month.  More- 
over the  Izumi  Maru,  recently  constructed  in 
England  to  the  Company's  order,  is  to  reach 
Yokohama  before  the  end  of  this  month,  and 
another  of  about  3,000  tons  has  been  chartered. 
Tims  the  aggregate  addition  to  the  Company's 
fleet  is  seven  steamers. 


ENTERPRISING  JAPANESE   IN  INDIA. 

Messrs.  Minami  Shigezo  andYamamoto  Uno- 
suke,  both  natives  of  Wakayama  Prefecture, 
have,  we  learn  from  a  Tokyo  contemporary, 
for  many  years  been  hoping  to  engage  in  some 
profitable  enterprise  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
Empire.   Their  plans  had  taken  some  sort  of 


SUSPENSIONS. 

The  Nichi Nichi  Shimhun,  the  Hochi  Shimbun, 
the  Chu-o  Shimbun,  the  Ko-Nippon,  and  the 
Kokkaiha.ve  brought  upon  themselves  the  penalty 
of  suspension  by  a  direct  violation  of  the  Notifica- 
tions just  issued  over  the  signatures  of  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  War  and  the  Navy.  The  Press 
Law  authorizes  an  official  interdict  against  the 
publication  of  any  news  relative  to  warlike  ope- 
rations, when  the  Military  authorities  deem  that 
secrecy  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  State. 
Such  an  interdict  was  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ments of  War  and  the  Navy  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  on  the  very  next  day  the  papers  mentioned 
above  published  paragraphs  referring  to  the 
movements  of  troops  under  orders  for  Korea 
and  other  forbidden  matters.  Suspension  of 
course  followed.  We  do  not  understand  such 
procedure  on  the  part  of  newspapers,  unless, 
indeed,  their  editors  want  an  enforced  holi- 
day. If  the  publication  of  intelligence  of 
a  certain  class  is  disadvantageous  to  the  State, 
as  it  may  obviously  be  in  the  present  case,  what 
possible  business  has  a  newspaper  to  publish  it  ? 
We  may  add  that  the  Asahi  and  the  Kokkai 
have  been  released  from  suspension. 

A  PISTOL. 

A  certain  Mr.  Kuwabara,  proprietor  of  a  rifle 
factory  at  Koishikawa,  is  credited  with  having 
designed  and  manufactured  a  pistol  of  which 
the  eccentricity  is  more  apparent  than  the 
utility.  It  is  shaped  like  a  tortoise,  the  bead 
forming  the  barrel,  the  two  fore-legs  serving  as 
supports  in  holding  the  weapon,  and  one  of  the 
hind-legs  being  a  trigger,  the  other  a  safety 
contrivance.  The  weapon  is  3^  inches  long  by 
9  inches  wide  and  the  inventor  claims  that  it 
adapts  itself  easily  to  the  hand  or  to  the  pocket. 
He  is  said  to  have  devoted  some  ten  years  to 
elaborating  the  affair,  and  we  venture  to  think 
that  he  might  have  been  better  employed. 

MRS.  FRASEK. 

We  are  asked  by  Mrs.  Fraser  to  express  her 
earnest  thanks  for  the  universal  kindness  and 
sympathy  shown  by  all  nationalities  during 
and  after  the  illness  of  Mr.  Fraser.  Such  con- 
stant evidences  of  active  friendship  and  so  many 
services  of  true  regard  could  not  fail  to  alleviate 
the  pain  of  that  sad  time,  and  have  furnished  me- 
mories that  will  permanently  soften  its  suffering. 
* 

Mrs.  Hugh  Fraser  asks  us  to  supplement 
the  brief  words  contained  in  our  issue  of  yester- 
day by  fuller  expression  of  earnest  thanks  to 
the  many  kind  friends  who  gave  her  their  sym- 
pathy in  her  recent  unspeakable  sorrow.  Most 
especially  does  she  wish  to  thank  those  who 
carried  Mr.  Fraser  at  the  various  stages  from 
his  home  to  his  grave,  those  who  sent  sent  flowers 
to  deck  his  bier,  and  those  who  attended  the 
funeral.  Mrs.  Fraser  hopes  to  thank  each 
friend  in  person  before    her  departure  from 


MR.  CLEMENT  SCOTT  AT  HOME. 

American  papers  brought  by  the  last  mail  con- 
tain the  following  telegrams  from  London  under 
date  May  nth.  Mr.  Scott  evidently  does  not 
now  enjoy  the  intimate  terms  with  the  "Jersey 
Lily  "  of  which  he  boasted  while  on  his  visit  to 
Japan  : — 

There  was  a  sensational  incident  at  the  Opera 
Comique  to-night  at  the  end  of  the  performance  of 
the  play,  "  The  Society  Butterfly,"  which  was  pro- 
duced (or  thefiist  time  on  Thursday  night.  After 
the  fall  of  the  curtain,  Mr.  Buchanan,  one  of  the 
authors  of  the  play,  came  to  the  footlights  and 
asked  the  audience  to  remain  in  their  seats.  He 
proceeded  to  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Clement 
Scott's  criticism  of  the  play,  in  which  Mr.  Scott 
said  the  play  was  a  failure  and  that  the  audience 
on  Thursday  night  left  the  theatre  before  the  play 
was  ended. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  an  excited  manner,  branded 
Mr.  Scott's  words  as  entirely  false.  The  whole 
audience,  he  declared,  had  waited  to  the  end  of 
the  performance,  but  an  unexampled  and  un- 
seemly demonstration  had  occurred  in  the  gallery, 

where  a  cabal  had  insulted  and  endeavoured  to  Japan,  but  being  quite  unable  to  do  so  at  once 
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desires  for  the  moment  to  adopt  this  method 
of  declaring  how  deeply  touched  she  is  by  all 
the  kindnesss  she  has  received  in  her  great 
trial.  If  anything  could  comfort  her  in  her 
sorrow,  it  would  be  the  knowledge  that  so 
many  mourn  with  her.  We  may  add  that 
Mr.  Fraser  himself  was  profoundly  touched 
and  gratified  by  the  wide  and  kindly  interest 
shown  during  his  illness.  More  than  once  he 
gave  expression  to  the  keen  happiness  inspired 
by  such  numerous  evidences  of  friendship,  and 
said  that,  should  he  recover,  life  would  derive 
a  new  charm  from  the  delightful  knowledge 
thus  acquired. 

INTERNATIONAL  ARBITRATION. 

The  advocates  of  international  arbitration,  who 
assembled  in  Chicago  on  the  occasion  of  the 
World's  Fair,  have  published  a  volume  de- 
signed in  part  as  a  record  of  what  has  already 
been  accomplished.  The  book  commences 
with  the  following  : — 

TO  THE  GOVERNMENTS  OF  THB  WORLD. 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  many  countries  gathered  at 
the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago,  in  the 
United  Stated  of  America,  recognising  the  advantages 
accuring  to  those  Nations  which  have  pursued  the  policy 
of  arbitrating  international  disputes,  and  desiring  that  the 
like  benefits  may  in  the  future  be  enjoyed  by  all  Nations, 
and  deeming  this  a  fitting  opportunity,  do  hereby  join  in 
this  memorial  to  all  our  various  Governments,  praying  that 
they  will  unitedly  agree,  by  mutual  treaties,  to  submit  for 
settlement  by  arbitration  all  such  international  questions 
and  differences  as  shall  fail  of  satisfactory  solution  by  the 
ordinary  peaceful  negotiations.  And  for  this  the  petitioners 
will  ever  pray. 

Here  follow  signatures,  in  facsimile,  of  distin- 
guished men  and  women  who  have  appended 
their  names  to  the  above  petition,  and  these  are 
succeeded  by  an  appendix  containing  much 
interesting  matter.  Among  other  striking  facts, 
it  is  mentioned  that  whereas  in  1869  Europe  had 
only  6,958,000  soldiers,  she  now  has  22,248,000, 
and  whereas  her  military  expenditure  in  the 
former  year  was  2,228,000,000  francs  it  was 
4,069,000,000  francs  in  1893.  The  book  is 
attractive  for  its  own  sake  apart  from  the  matter 
it  contains. 


POLITICAL  PROGRESS  OF  JAPAN  IN  1893. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Clement,  writing  in  the  Chicago 
Magazine  for  April,  gives  a  succinct  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Diet  and  the  Govern- 
ment during  last  year.  He  describes  the  various 
collisions  between  the  Cabinet  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  legislation  effected, 
and  he  sums  up  as  follows: — '"'This  outline  of 
the  political  progress  of  New  Japan  in  1893 
ought  to  show  clearly  two  things  which  are 
made  evident  by  the  investigation  of  all  the 
institutions  of  the  present  in  that  Empire  :  First, 
what  astounding  progress  has  been  made  within 
the  past  few  decades  ;  and,  secondly,  how  much 
remains  yet  to  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
reform.  The  past  deservedly  calls  for  hearty 
praise  ;  the  present,  however,  with  all  its  imper- 
fections, does  not  deserve  captious  criticism  ; 
the  future  is  to  be  awaited  with  anxiety  but  con- 
fidence. With  the  motto,  festina  lente  ;  with  a 
careful  application  of  the  principles  of"  natural 
selection  "  and  the  "  survival  of  the  fittest," 
Japan  can  become  fitted,  and  may  be  destined, 
to  play  a»very  important  part  in  the  future  his- 
tory of  the  world.'' 

RAILWAYS  IN  RUSSIA. 

1  We  take  the  following  from  the  Literary 
'     Digest  :— 

t  he  Russian  government  contemplates  buying  up  the 
1      railways  in  the  south-west  of  Russia,  amounting  altogether 
\      to  about  3.000  miles,  before  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
according  to  the  London  Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Review. 
"  The  desire  of  the  government  is  supposed  to  be  due  to 
military  considerations.    The  government  railways  of  the 
western  portion  of  Russia  will  be  divided  into  circuits — 
,     the  Warsaw,  Vilna,  Kieff,  Charkoff.  Moscow,  and  Cauca- 
?     sian.    The  further  question  of  constructing  a  railway  to 
the  Polar  and  White  Sea  is  to  be  considered  by  a  special 
\     commission  appointed  by  the  government  and  the  St.  Peters- 
,     burg  town  council.    The  scheme  of  constructing  a  line 
across  Kinland  fiom  Uleaborg  to  the  Moorman  coast  on  the 
Arctic  ocean  seems  to  have  been  abandoned,  both  from 
1    commercial  and  strategic  reasons.    It  is  proposed,  however, 
,     to  construct  a  railway  line  connecting  St.  Petersburg  with 
Kemi,  on  the  extreme  north  of  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  via 
Ladeinoe  Polje  and  Petrozavodslc — a  distance  of  some  6110 
t     miles.    This  railway,  it  is  thought,  might  be  afterwards 
(    extended  to  one  of  the  open  harbours  on  the  Moorman 
coast,  which  would  furnish  Russian  warships  with  a  naval 
c    station.    Another  contemplated  scheme  is  for  a  line  from 
(    St.  Petersburg  to  Vologda,  in  order  to  place  the  capital 


in  more  direct  connection  with  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway, 
and  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  northern  governments, 
which  are  greatly  in  need  of  railways  and  ruads.  The 
question  of  extending  the  Vologda  line  to  the  once  flourish- 
ing seaport  of  Archangel  is  also  being  seriously  discussed." 


CHINESE  SOLDIERS  IN  KOREA. 

For  several  years  it  has  been  persistently 
rumoured  that  though  the  Tientsin  Convention 
pledged  China  and  Japan  to  withdraw  their 
troops  from  Korea,  and  not  to  despatch  a  force 
thither  again  without  mutual  intimation  of  the 
intention,  China  has  always  contrived  to  have 
the  materials  for  a  battalion  in  Soul.  She  has 
effected  this  by  sending  thither  soldiers  who 
dress  as  civilians  and  engage  in  various  trades, 
especially  that  of  drug-hawker,  holding  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  rendezvous  in  the  event  of 
an  emergency.  The  Jiji  Shimpo  accepts  that 
information  as  unquestionable,  and  puts  the 
number  of  the  disguised  braves  at  1,000.  Of 
course  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  China's 
taking  such  measures,  if  she  pleases. 

A  NEW  BUREAU  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

A  new  Bureau  has  been  created  by  Imperial 
Ordinance  in  the  War  Department.  It  is  called 
Rinji  Rikugun  Chuo  Kinki-bu,  or  Extra- 
ordinary Army  Central  Treasury  Bureau,  and 
its  functions  are  to  deal  with  all  matters  of 
military  expenditures  and  accounts  in  time  of 
war  or  other  emergency.  Its  location  is  Tokyo  ; 
has  a  Chief  (Bucho),  an  officer  of  the  first  class, 
and  five  Accountants  (Keisan-Kwan),  officers 
of  the  second  or  third  class  ;  is  under  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  Finance  Bureau  in  the 
War  Department,  and  has  a  fixed  establishment 
of  ten  secretaries  and  employes. 

THE   COLLISION  ON  THE  SANYO  RAILWAY. 

The  collision  that  occurred  on  the  Sanyo  Rail- 
way on  the  1st  instant  appears  to  have  been 
caused  chiefly  through  the  obstinacy  of  the 
driver  of  a  train  who,  though  warned  that  some 
ballast  trucks  were  running  to  and  fro  on  the 
section  of  the  line  beyond  Hongo  Station,  de- 
clined to  wait  five  minutes.  Twenty-four  men 
on  the  ballast  trucks,  of  whom  two  were  officials 
and  the  rest  labourers,  were  injured — one  of  the 
officials  so  severely  that  his  life  is  in  danger — 
but  no  one  was  hurt  on  the  other  train.  The 
engines  were  wrecked,  the  boiler  of  the  ballast- 
train  locomotive  bursting  immediately  after  the 
collision. 


ANOTHER  FATAL  FIRE  IN  KANDA. 

About  half-past  eleven  in  the  evening  of  the 
5th  instant,  a  fire  broke  out  in  Toshima-cho, 
Kanda  District,  Tokyo,  resulting  in  the  complete 
destruction  of  four  houses  only  and  the  partial 
demolition  of  six  others.  The  strange  thing  was 
that  a  life  was  lost  and  three  other  people  severely 
burned.  The  fire  originated  in  a  wine-seller's 
house,  where  the  flames  spread  with  such  rapid- 
ity that  one  of  the  employes  was  burned  to  death 
before  he  could  escape.  This  is  the  fifth  or 
sixth  time  this  year  that  fatal  fires  have  occur- 
red in  Kanda. 


THE  DISSOLUTION  OF  THK   HOUSE  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  Diet  on  Saturday,  that  the  Emperor 
has  again  ordered  the  dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  just  as  people  had  begun  to 
hope  that  the  House's  conduct  would  fall  short, 
by  however  little,  of  the  extravagance  compell- 
ing such  a  measure.  We  withhold  comment 
for  the  moment. 


THE  PEST   IN  HONGKONG. 

The  Official  Gazette  prints  a  telegram,  dispatch- 
ed by  the  Japanese  Consul  at  Hongkong  and 
received  by  the  Japanese  Government  on  the 
8th  inst.,  stating  that  577  deaths  occurred  at 
the  port  between  the  31st  ult.,  and  7th  inst., 
and  230  patients  have  been  receiving  medical 
treatment,  making  a  total  of  about  1,200  from 
the  outbreak. 


KILLED  BY  LIGHTNING. 

The  Boyeki  himbun  says  that  the  house  of  a 
hair-dresser  at  Zaimokuza,  Kamakura,  was 
struck  by  lightning  on  the  5th  inst.,  and  his 
daughter,  Tsuru  (26),  killed  by  the  fatal  current. 


THE  JAPANESE  PRESS  AND  THE 
DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  LOWER 

HOUSE. 



The  Opposition  papers  have  not  yet  discussed 
fully  the  question  of  the  dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  They  devote  to  it  only  a 
few  lines  of  cursory  and  general  comment.  It 
is,  however,  evident  from  the  tone  of  their 
writings  that  they  are  profoundly  chagrined  by 
the  Government's  step.  Their  comments  fol- 
low nearly  the  same  lines,  and  it  is  hence  un- 
necessary to  refer  separately  to  the  views  of 
each.  A  summary  of  their  contentions  gives  this 
result :— They  bl  me  the  Cabinet  for  having  dis- 
carded the  verdict  of  the  House  returned  by  the 
people  at  the  last  general  election  ;  they  unite 
in  vaguely  lamenting  the  gloomy  prospects  of 
constitutional  Government  in  Japan  ;  they  are 
confident  of  the  ultimate  victory  of  the  Opposi- 
tion;  and  they  call  upon  the  electors  to  return, 
in  the  next  general  election,  the  members  who 
fought  their  battle  with  such  unflinching  cour- 
age during  the  session  just  brought  to  an  un- 
expected close.  The  question  has  received  a 
fuller  measure  of  attention  from  the  Jiji 
Shimpo,  the  Jiyu  Shimbun,  and  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun,  especially  from  the  first  named 
journal.  We  shall  briefly  reproduce  the  com- 
ments of  these  papers. 

The  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House  in  De- 
cember last,  observes  the  Jiji,  was  the  con- 
sequence of  a  collision  between  the  Cabinet  and 
the  Opposition  on  the  subject  of  foreign  policy. 
The  narrow-minded  programme  advocated  by 
the  allied  parties  has  since  then  become  very 
unpopular,  and  the  Address  to  the  Throne  in- 
troduced by  the  advocates  of  that  programme 
was  rejected  by  the  new  House  at  the  outset  of 
the  present  session.     These   politicians  then 
changed  their  tactics.    Eliminating  the  objec- 
tionable doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement, 
they  introduced  another  Address,  which  was 
finally  passed  by  a  small  majority.    They  thus 
declared  want  of  confidence  in  the  present 
Cabinet,   but  the    latter   evidently   does  not 
consider  that  their  verdict   reflects   the  true 
sentiment  of  the  people.    Under  the  circum- 
stances,  the   Government  had  no  alternative 
but  to  appeal  to   the  country.     There  can 
be   no  question  as   to  the  propriety   of  the 
step.    The  Jiji,  however,  can  not  dismiss  the 
subject  without  ventilating  once  more  its  old 
doctrine  about  the  Government's  share  in  reviv- 
ing the  conservative  reaction  that  at  one  time 
seemed  likely  to  develop  dangerous  dimensions. 
Our  contemporary  evidently  believes  that  this 
reaction  is  still  very  strong  in  the  country,  for  it 
expresses  a  fear  lest  the  conservative  element 
may  regain  the  ascendency  in  the  new  House  of 
Representatives,  thereby  necessitating  a  fourth, 
or  even  a  fifth  dissolution.     But,  says  the  Jiji, 
the  evil  is  of  the  Government's  own  making, 
being  a  natural  consequence  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  the  principal  statesmen  now  in 
power  had  assiduously  gave  to  the  recrudes- 
cence of  conservative  ideas  a  little  over  a  dozen 
years  ago.    The  correction  of  the  evil,  remarks 
the  Jiji,  will  require  exceptional  firmness  and 
decision  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  pos- 
sibly involving  two  or  three  dissolutions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

In  an  editorial  note,  the  same  journal  on  the 
authority  cf  an  unknown  person,  offers  three 
reasons  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House  ; 
namely,  first,  that  the  Address  to  the  Throne  re- 
cently passed  by  the  House  was  couched  in 
language  disrespectful  to  the  Sovereign  ;  second- 
ly, that  the  passage  of  the  Resolution  about  the 
submission  of  treaties  to  the  Diet  for  approval 
in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  alteration  of  laws 
or  imposition  of  new  taxes,  was  an  attempted 
encroachment  upon  the  Imperial  prerogative  ; 
and  thirdly,  that  the  House's  conduct  was  unrea- 
sonable in  demanding  the  Cabinet's  resignation 
on  the  ground  that  disbursement  of  the  Surplus 
in  aid  of  necessary  engineering  works  is  a 
breach  of  the  Constitution,  whereas  the  utmost 
that  could  be  said  against  the  Government  was 
that  it  did  not  interpret  the  procedure  dictated 
by  the  Constitution  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
is  interpreted  by  the  majority  in  the  House.  It 
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is  further  slated  by  the  Jiji  that  the  ill-advised 
attack  upon  Count  Inouye  and  the  passage  of 
a  Resolution  condemning  his  conduct  afforded 

an  additional  reason,  or  motive,  for  dissolution. 

The  Ji\u  Shimbun  does  not  profess  to  under- 
stand exactly  the  reasons  why  the  House  was 
dissolved,  but  it  believes  itself  safe  in  declaring 
that  the  principal  reason  must  have  been  the 
passage  of  the  Address  to  the  Throne,  as  amend- 
ed by  the  allied  parties.   The  Address  is  said  by 
the  Radical  organ  to  have  been  an  audacious  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  both  the  Sovereign  and 
the* people.    The  defeat  of  the  first  Address  in- 
troduced by  the  allied  parties  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  covertly  favoured  Strict  Enforcement 
of  the  Treaties.     Consequently  its  rejection 
must  be  regarded  as  the  rejection  of  the  doctrine 
of  Strict  Enforcement.    Smarting  under  their 
signal  defeat,  the  allied  parlies  endeavoured  to 
attain  their  object  by  skilful  amendments  of  the 
Radical  Address  on  the  subject  of  administrative 
reforms.    At  first  sight  the  amendments  passed 
do  not  seem  to  contain  any  trace  of  the  doctrine 
of  Strict  Enforcement.  Indeed,  the  allied  parties 
prevailed  upon  the  Independents  to  support  the 
amended  Address  by  assuring  them  that  the 
amendments  did  not  make  any  direct  reference 
to  the  doctrine  of  Strict  Enforcement.    But  a 
careful  perusal  of  the  amendments  reveals  the 
fact  that  they  had  the  doctrine  in  mind  when 
they  inserted  the  following  passage  : — "  Speci- 
ally unsatisfactory  has  been  their  conduct  in  the 
sphere  of  foreign  affairs,  for  they  have  followed 
an   ease-loving   and  temporizing  policy,  their 
only  anxiety  being  to  preserve  the  good-will 
of  foreigners,  and   they  have  completely  re 
versed    the    attitude    which    they    ought  to 
maintain   to  their  own  countrymen  and  fo 
reigners  respectively."  This  ambiguous  passage 
was  meant  to  embody  the  principle  of  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement.    Before  the  passage  of 
the  Address,  the  Allied  Parties  tried  to  conceal 
the  true  meaning  of  the  changes  introduced  by 
them,  but  so  soon  as  it  was  passed  they  began 
to  allege  triumphantly  that  these  sentences  con- 
tained the  doctrine  of  Treaty  Enforcement. 
Hence,  in  the  Jiyu's  opinion,  the  Address  was 
an   audacious   attempt  to  impose   upon  the 
Sovereign  and  the  people.    The  Radical  organ 
regrets  extremely  that  the  despicable  tactics  of 
the  Allied  Parties  furnished  to  the  Cabinet  a 
pretext  for  dissolving  the  Diet.    But  the  Cabinet 
is  not   suffered  to  escape   without  censure. 
Though  the  Allied  Parlies  are  principally  to 
blame  for  the  present  dissolution,  the  Govern- 
ment, says  \\\tjiyu,  is  not  entirely  free  from  fault. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  states  that  the 
Allied  Parties  alone  are  to  blame  for  having 
brought  about  dissolution.  For  how  vague  and 
presumptuous  is  the  language  of  the  amended 
Address  to  the  Throne  ?  The  Nichi  Nichi  goes 
on  to  quote  from  the  Hochi,  the  Shin-choya 
and  Chiu-o,  and  proves  that  these  journals 
must  be  presumed  to  approve  the  dissolution, 
for  they  have  been  demanding  of  the  Govern- 
ment either  to  resign  or  to  dissolve  ihe  Diet. 


THE  PRESS  AND  THE  CABINETS 
MEMORIAL  ABOUT  THE  DISSOLU- 
TION OF  THE  LOWER  HOUSE. 


The  metropolitan  papers,  without  a  single 
exception,  comment  unfavourably  upon  the 
Cabinet's  Memorial  to  the  Throne  about  the 
Dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  only  point  on  which  they  express  any  satis- 
faction is  that  ihe  Cabinet  lias  taken  so  prompt 
a  step  to  publish  the  reasons,  however  unsatis- 
factory they  may  be,  for  which  it  advised  the 
Emperor  to  dissolve  the  Diet.  It  will  suffice  to 
reproduce  a  few  of  the  more  important  articles 
on  the  subject. 

* 

*  * 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  (Progressionist)  is  not 
in  the  least  surprised  that  the  Cabinet  should 
have  taken  an  attitude  diametrically  opposed  to 
that  of  the  late  House  of  Representatives.  It 
only  asks  the  people  to  pronounce  an  impartial 
judgment  on  the  points  at  issue.  The  Hochi, 
however,  finds  it  extremely  difficult,  nay  almost 
impossible,  to  understand  the  exact  meaning  of 


the  Cabinet's  memorial  to  the  Throne  ;  so  vague 
and  uncertain  is  the  language  in  which  it  is 
couched.     There  being  no  reason  to  expect  a 
fuller  and  more  definite  explanation  of  its  posi- 
tion from  the  Cabinet  itself,  the  Progressionist 
organ  invites  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  to  un- 
dertake the  task  of  enlightening  the  Opposition 
papers.     The  points  on  which  explanation  is 
demanded  are  four.    First,  some  practical  ex- 
amples are  required  to  illustrate  what  the  Cabinet 
has  done  for  the  reform  of  the  administration  and 
the  assertion  of  the   country's  rights  abroad. 
Secondly,  although  admitting  that  the  Cabinet 
has    done   something    toward    the  reduction 
of  public  expenses  and  of  the  number  of  offi- 
cials, the  Hochi  would  like  to  know  if  these 
reforms,  incomplete  as  they  are,  would  have 
been   undertaken,    had   not  the  Government 
been  constrained  by  the  Diet.    Thirdly,  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  remedying  the  dis- 
tress of  the  people,  docs  the  Government  hold 
that  the  Diet  is  less  anxious  to  assist  the  help- 
less ?    Fourthly  and  lastly,  as  to  the  question  of 
national  defence,  the  Hochi  fully  recognizes  its 
vital  importance,  but  asks  to  be  assured  that  the 
Government  has  decided  on  any  fixed  and  de- 
finite policy,  and  that  all  abuses  and  evils  have 
been  swept  away  from  the  Military  and  Naval 
Administrations.    In  conclusion,  the  Hochi  ob- 
serves that  the  charges  of  "  noisy  clamours,"  and 
"big  talk"  preferred  against  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives by  the  Cabinet  in  its  memorial  are 
discourteous  and  cowardly.    Our  contemporary 
reserves  the  discussion  of  this  point  to  a  future 
occasion. 

* 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  (National  Unionist)  re- 
marks that  the  most  important  points  raised  in 
the  Cabinet's  Memorial  are,  that  the  late  House 
of  Representatives  was  opposed  to  the  carrying 
out  of  the  great  policy  adopted  at  the  time  of 
the  Restoration,  and  that  it  was  also  antagonistic 
to  important  measures  aiming  at  the  permanent 
good  of  the  country.  These  charges  are  said 
to  be  gross  calumnies  without  any  foundation 
to  rest  upon.  The  great  policy  adopted  at  the 
time  of  the  Restoration  refers,  says  the  Chu-o, 
to  the  progressive  policy  of  opening  the 
country.  Now  it  is  claimed  by  our  contem- 
porary that  the  strong  foreign  policy  advocated 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives  is  not 
in  any  way  opposed  to  the  above  mention- 
ed policy  of  opening  the  country.  As  to 
measures  aiming  at  the  permanent  good  of  the 
nation,  the  Chu-o  adopts  a  very  narrow  inter 
pretation,  for  it  assumes  that  they  relate  to  the 
smooth  carrying  out  of  Constitutional  Go 
vernment.  In  our  contemporary's  opinion,  the 
best,  or  perhaps  the  only,  way  In  which  to  attain 
that  object  is  to  introduce  a  system  of  Re 
sponsible  Cabinets.  That  was  just  what  the 
House  of  Representatives  maintained,  and 
in  this  respect  its  conduct  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  antagonistic  to  the  permanent 
good  of  the  country.  This,  so  far  as  we 
{Japan  Mail)  are  aware,  the  first  time  our 
contemporary  has  openly  avowed  the  doctrine 
of  Responsible  Cabinets.  That  was  the  only 
point  on  which  there  seemed  to  be  a  real  gulf 
between  the  National  Unionists  and  their  allies 
the  Progressionist  and  others.  Hitherto  the 
Chu-o  has  carefully  abstained  from  touching 
this  question  of  Responsible  Cabinets.  But  now 
that  it  has  been  publicly  owned  by  their  avowed 
organ,  are  we  to  conclude  that  statesmen  like 
Viscount  Shinagawa  and  Mr.  Yasuba  Yasukazu 
are  at  last  committed  to  the  principle  ? 


HOD  in  the  path  of  (tie  completion  of  national 
defence  is  the  Cabinet's  inability  to  rcfoiin 
abuses  in  the  Army  and  the  Navy;  and  thai  the 
CabiMl  is  open  to  the  charge  of  serious  negli- 
gence in  matters  of  foreign  policy,  especially 
in  regard  to  Treaty  Revision.  In  conclusion,  the 
the  Radical  organ  strongly  blames  the  Govern- 
ment for  having  denounced  the  opinions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  as  meiely  sonorous 
talk  and  high  language.  It  was  one  of  the 
vows  of  the  Emperor  at  the  lime  of  the  Restora- 
tion thai  affairs  of  State  should  he  decided  in 
accordance  with  public  opinion,  and  the  Cabi- 
net's conduct  is  stated  to  be  incompatible  with 
that  solemn  vow. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  severely  criticises 
the  Memorial  as  ambiguous  and  weak.  Our 
contemporary  is  completely  at  a  loss  to  discover 
in  the  document  one  single  plain  statement  of 
reason  for  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.   Are  we,  asks  the  Nichi  Nichi,  to  as- 
cribe this  singular  circumstance  to  want  of  self 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers  ? 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  our  contem- 
porary sincerely  regrets  that  the  Ministers  of 
State  have  shown  themselves  singularly  weak, 
irresolute,  and  ambiguous  in  their  Memorial  to 
the  Throne.  Why,  asks  our  contemporary,  have 
they  not  taken  the  manly  course  of  pointing  out 
in  plain  and  unequivocal  language  the  reasons 
for  advising  the  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House  ? 
Incidentally,  the  Nichi  Nichi  cannot  approve 
the  procedure  which  was  adopted  for  transmit- 
ting the  Imperial  Message  to  the  House  is  reply 
to  its  Address.    It  was  given  lo  the  President  of 
the  House  through  the  Minister  of  the  Imperial 
Household.    But  the  Nichi  Nichi  thinks  that 
the  message  should  have  been  conveyed  through 
the  Minister  President  of  State,  for  the  Cabi- 
net must  take  responsibility  on  all  matters  of 
State.    To  return  to  the  Memorial  in  question, 
the  Nichi  Nichi,   as   already  stated,  cannot 
approve  that  document,  but  it  must  not  be 
understood  that  our  contemporary  is  opposed 
to  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.   It  only  regrets  that  the  Ministers  of  State 
have  not  boldly  refuted  the  false  charges  brought 
against  them  by  the  House.     In  conclusion, 
with  respect  to  the  future  prospect  of  constitu- 
tional Government  in  Japan,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
assures  as  that  the  future  is  very  promising. 
Short  as  the  history  of  the  system  has  been  thus 
far,  it  has  already  shown  a  visible  improvement. 
As  an  instance  of  this,  we  are  referred  to  the 
comparatively  large  amount  of  business  done 
by  ihe  Diet  in  the  last  session.    In  the  short 
space  of  about   two  weeks  and  a  behalf,  as 
many  as  twenty-four  Bills  received  the  consent 
of  both  Houses  of  the  Diet.    What  was  parti- 
cularly note  worthy  about  the  last  session  of 
the  Diet  was,  in  the  Nichi  Nichis  opinion, 
that  the  people's  representatives  were  not  an- 
xious to  pass  Bills  relating  to  industrial  de- 
velopment, and  that  while  openly  pretending  to 
place  no  confidence  in  the  Cabinet,  they  were 
not  reluctant  to  entrust  the  latter  with  the  carry- 
ing out  of  various  important  measures.    At  this 
rate,  our  contemporary  thinks,  that  a  few  more 
dissolutions  will  bring  the  Lower  House  to  a 
right  state  of  mind. 


DISSOLUTION  AND  POLITICAL 
PARTIES. 


The  Jiyu  Shimbun  (Radical)  does  not  hesi- 
tate to  express  satisfaction  with  the  Government's 
promptitude  in  publishing  its  Memorial  to  the 
Throne  about  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. But  as  to  the  memorial  in  itself, 
the  Radical  organ  spares  no  pains  to  criticise  it 
from  beginning  to  end.  It  traverses  every  asser- 
tion contained  in  the  document.  It  says  that  the 
Government  has  never  pursued  a  fixed  policy  ; 
that  reforms  introduced  in  the  administration 
are  very  unsatisfactory  ;  that  there  are  still  ex- 
penses and  officials  to  be  reduced  ;  that  the 
Cabinet  has  taken  a  wrong  course  in  remedying 
the  distress  of  the  people  ;  that  the  real  obstruc- 


On  the  evening  of  the  day  which  saw  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Lower  Hnnse,  the  members  of  the 
Allied  Parties  and  their  sympathizers,  to  the  num- 
berof  about  160,  held  a  convivial  meeting  at  the 
Maple  Club,  Shiba,  Tokyo.  There  were  present 
a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Upper 
House,  including  Prince  Konoye,  Viscount  Tani, 
Viscount  Soga,  Baron  Date,  and  so  forth. 
Speeches  delivered  by  Mr.  Suzuki  Shigetoo, 
Prince  Konoye,  Mr.  Hatoyama  Kazuo,  Mr.  Shiga 
Shigetaka,  and  several  others.  Mr.  Kusumoto 
Masataka,  President  of  the  late  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  name  of  those  present,  read  the 
following  resolution  : — 

Whereas,  we  advocate  a  strong  foreign  policy 
and  ai  e  pledged  to  the  introduction  of  a  system 
of  Responsible  Cabinets  ;  therefore,  we  hope  that 
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llie  National  League  may  be  maintained  in  a 
strong  and  sound  condition,  and  that  members  of 
the  late  House  of  Representatives  who  advocated 
the  above  mentioned  principle  (nay  be  again  re- 
turned to  the  new  House. 

Mr.  Shiga's  proposal  to  hold  another  meeting 
at  the  Nakamura-ro,  Ryogoku,  in  a  few  days, 
was  received  with  loud  acclamations. 

On  Sunday  last,  the  Progressionists  held  a 
conference  at  Count  Okuma's  residence,  to 
consider  the  line  of  policy  to  be  pursued  under 
the  circumstances.  The  National  Unionists 
met  at  their  head-quarters  and  held  a  consulta- 
tion from  8  a.m.  to  noon.  Viscount  Shinagawa 
is  said  to  have  delivered  a  speech.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Constitutional  Reform  Party  re-as- 
sembled at  the  Tokyo  Hotel,  and  decided  to 
leave  each  member  free  to  shape  his  conduct 
against  the  next  general  election. 

The  Radicals  held  consultations  at  their  head- 
quarters on  the  morning  of  Sunday  last.  In  the 
afternoon  they  repaired  to  the  Nakamura-ro, 
Ryogoku,  and  organized  a  convivial  meeting. 
There  were  present  Count  Itagaki,  Mr.  Kono 
Hironaka,  and  other  members  of  the  Party, 
numbering  in  all  about  three  hundred.  Count 
Itagaki,  who  was  received  with  enthusiastic 
clapping  of  hands,  delivered  a  speech.  As  to 
the  Imperial  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  was  his  duty,  as  a 
loyal  subject,  to  show  due  respect.  But  he 
regretted  greatly  that  circumstances  should 
have  ied  to  the  dissolution  of  a  House 
which  had  just  been  returned  in  a  general 
election.  The  Radical  leader  then  went  on 
to  express  his  satisfaction  with  the  conduct 
of  his  followers  in  the  late  session.  At  the 
same  time  he  warned  them  against  taking  serious 
notice  of  the  various  ugly  things  said  about 
them  by  their  enemies.  To  be  slandered  and 
hated  was  ever  the  lot  of  true  men.  Count  Ita- 
gaki exhorted  his  followers  to  pay  no  attention 
to  what  other  people  might  say  about  them, 
and  uniting  together,  to  devote  their  whole 
energies  to  the  extending  of  their  party's  strength 
and  influence.  In  conclusion,  addressing  him- 
self particularly  to  the  members  of  the  late  House 
of  Representatives,  he  recommended  them  to 
go  back  to  their  constituencies  with  invincible 
courage  to  gain  a  victory  once  more.  Speeches 
were  also  made  by  Messrs.  Noguchi  Kei,  Soyano 
Hanya,  and  several  others.  When  the  merriment 
was  at  its  height,  Mr.  Chichiiwa,  Chief  of  the 
Honjo  Police  Station,  followed  by  a  party  of 
constables  catne  to  the  Nakamura-ro,  and  asked 
permission  to  attend  the  meeting  in  his  official 
capacity.  While  he  was  speaking  with  one  of 
the  Radicals,  a  police  sergeant  entered  the  hall 
by  a  back  stair.  This  unexpected  intrusion  was 
highly  resented  by  those  present.  They  at  once 
rose,  and  a  scene  of  confusion  ensued,  where- 
upon Mr.  Chichiiwa  ordered  the  dissolution  of 
the  meeting.  The  Radicals  are  said  to  be  in- 
dignant with  this  conduct  of  Mr.  Chichiiwa, 
and  to  have  under  contemplation  some  steps  in 
the  matter. 


THE  LATE  MR.  ERASER  AND  THE 
JAPANESE  PRESS. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Fraser  elicits  from  the 
Japanese  press  expressions  of  sincere  sorrow 
and  regret.  Journalistic  notices  about  him,  it  is 
true,  are  in  most  cases  rather  short  and  lacking 
in  materials,  but  doubtless  the  circurhstance  is 
not  ascribable  to  any  intentional  indifference. 
The  simple  explanation  is  that  few  Japanese 
journalists  had  the  pleasure  of  any  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  late  British  Representative. 
We  shall  leproduce  the  comments  of  the  Chu-o 
Shimbun  and  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun. 

The  Chu-o,  after  some  preliminary  notices 
about  the  distinguished  dead,  the  nature  of 
his  disease,  the  arrangements  about  his  fune- 
ral, and  so  forth,  proceeds  as  follows  : — "  From 
the  time  of  his  arrival  as  British  Minister 
at  this  Court,  Mr.  Fraser  took  broad  and 
impartial  views  of  the  diplomatic  relations  be- 
tween Japan  and  his  country,  and  did  not  con- 
fine his  attention  to  guarding  the  petty  interests 
of  the  merchants  in  the  settlements.    For  that 


reason  he  was  not  popular  with  some  of  his 
nationals  in  the  open  ports.  When  he  returned 
here  in  Spring  last,  only  a  few  of  the  English 
merchants  at  Yokohama  went  to  salute  him  at 
the  landing  place.  He  regarded  such  things 
with  supreme  indifference,  being  immovably 
devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  a  course  satisfying  his 
own  conscience.  That  fact  ought  to  be  pre- 
served in  grateful  memory  by  our  countrymen." 

The  Nichi  Nichi  writes  in  this  strain  : — "  Mr. 
Hugh  Fraser,  Envoy  Extraordinary,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  and  Consul  General  at  Tokyo 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  Empress  of  India,  died  at  the 
British  Legation  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant. 
All  our  countrymen  heartily  unite  with  the  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  in  deeply  lamenting  his  decease. 
We  say  "English  gentlemen"  advisedly,  be- 
cause, among  his  nationals  in  the  settlements, 
there  are  not  a  few  who,  dissatisfied  with  the 
line  of  policy  pursued  by  him,  always  regarded 
him  with  cold  indifference.    The  singularly  just 
and  impartial  views  taken  by  him  on  all  occa- 
sions were  erroneously  supposed  by  these  nar- 
row-minded   persons    to    be  unwarrantably 
friendly  to  Japan.     Accustomed  to  the  en- 
joyment of  special  privileges  in  this  country, 
some  of  the  English  residents  seem  to  have 
condemned  him  as  partial  to  Japan,  their  cri- 
ticism probably  dictated  by  selfish  fears  lest 
they  should  lose  those  privileges.   Whatever  may 
have  been  the  cause,  nearly  all  the  English 
newspapers  in  the  settlements  were  habitually 
unfavourable  to  him,  blaming  him  for  neglect- 
ing British  interests.    During  the  six  years  that 
he  represented  England  at  our  Court,  he  always 
showed  himself  unswervingly  true  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rights  of  his  country,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  he  was  always  heedless 
of  what  outsiders  might  say  about  him.  While, 
on  the  one  hand,  thus  unyielding  whenever  the 
rights  of  his  country  were  in  question,  he  was,  on 
the  other,  actuated  by  sentiments  of  genuine 
friendship  towards  Japan.    In  private  life,  he 
was  kind,  modest,  and  reserved,  winning  the 
respect  and  love  of  everybody,  both  Japanese 
and  foreign,  that  come  into  close  contact  with 
him.    A  man  of  firm  resolution,  he  was  never 
moved  from  the  path  of  duty  by  the  clamours  of 
his  nationals  in  the  settlements.    .    .    .    It  is 
not  infrequently  the  case  with  Ministers  that 
they  unwittingly  suffer  themselves  to  deviate 
from  the  path  of  duty  under  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  by  their  nationals.  Mr. 
Fraser,  then,  may  be  considered  a  model  Mini- 
ster.   Since  his  return  to  his  post  in  Spring  last, 
only  a  few  months  had  elapsed.    But  during 
that  short  interval  he  was  able  indirectly — 
negotiations  are  not  conducted  in  Tokyo — to 
render  valuable  services  in  the  cause  of  Treaty 
Revision.    Especially  conspicuous  among  such 
services  was  furnishing  to  his  Government  in- 
formation as  to  the  real  state  of  things  in  this 
country,    and    pointing    out    that    the  anti- 
foreign  movement  was  never  popular  among  us. 
His  last  official  act  was,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  our  Government,  to  proclaim  over  his 
signature  the  Quarantine  Regulations  for  the 
observance  of  British  subjects.    This  was  only 
two  days  before  his  death.    We  are  profoundly 
pained  by  the  sad  event.    The  grief  that  all  Japa- 
nese feel  for  him  is  not,  we  believe,  less  deep 
than    that  of  English- gentlemen  and  gentle- 
women.   Death,  as  Bacon  says,  opens  the  gate 
ofghonour  and  extinguishes  the  fire  of  envy  and 
hatred.    We  venture  to  hope  that  even  English- 
men who  opposed  him  in  life,  will  join  in  general 
lamentation  at   his  removal  from  among  his 
fellow  mortals.    True  worth  is  only  appreciated 
after  death.    Such,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  be 
the  case  with  Mr.  Fraser.     May  his  spirit  long 
hover  over  this  land  to  guard  the  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  countries." 


Somebody  has  been  recalling  the  strange  blun- 
ders which  occasionally  creep  into  extempore  prayer. 
Here  is  a  true  story,  which  is  at  once  charactei  istic 
and  painful.  It  was  a  Wesleyan  gatheiing,  and 
they  had  met  to  say  farewell  to  a  missionary  and 
his  wife.  A  layman  was  asked  to  pray,  and  he 
began  in  this  wise — "  O  Lord,  who  carest  both  for 
man  and  beast,  lake  care,  we  beseech  thee,  of  our 
dear  brother — and  his  wife." 


THE  KOREAN  DISTURBANCE  AND 
THE  JAPANESE  GOVERNMENT. 


Considerable  excitement  prevails  in  Tokyo 
about  the  probable  consequences  of  the  rapidly 
developing  insurrection  in  Korea.  On  Monday, 
the  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun  issued  an  extra  con- 
taining somewhat  alarming  news  on  this  subject. 
The  first  item  published  was  the  following  tele- 
gram, dated  Soul  June  3rd,  said  to  have  been 
received  by  the  Government: — 

The  Government  troops  have  suffered  a  serious 
defeat  at  Reisan,  the  second  officer  in  command 
and  about  200  officers  and  men  having  been  slain. 
The  Togaku-to  troops  have  already  possession  of 
SeUijo  in  Chusei  Do,  and  threaten  to  march  upon 
Soul.  The  Korean  Govei  nmeut  has,  accordingly, 
despatched  a  party  of  a  little  over  500  troops  and 
secured  the  pass  of  Tai-au. 

All  letters  from  Korea  agree  in  stating  that 
the  insurrection  is  daily  increasing  in  strength 
and  popularity.  According  to  a  letter  dated 
Fusan,  May  20,  the  total  strength  of  the  rebels 
is  estimated  at  a  little  over  10,000.  This  esti- 
mate is  more  moderate  than  others,  and  may, 
perhaps,  be  accepted  as  coming  nearer  to  the 
truth.  The  leader's  name  is  Tei  Ddrei,  his 
assistant  commanders  being  Jo  Sokaku  and  Sai 
Taiga.  They  have  placed  garrisons  at  twenty- 
seven  places.  During  the  day  time,  troops  are 
drilled,  and  at  night  something  like  a  religious 
service  is  said  to  be  always  performed  in  the 
camp. 

The  rebel  leaders  are  said  to  have  instructed 
their  followers  to  be  sparing  of  bloodshed  as 
far  as  possible,  and  on  no  account  to  plunder 
or  otherwise  injure  the  people. 

The  locality  now  in  the  possession  of  the  re- 
bels is  popularly  called  the  granary  of  Korea. 
All  tribute  rice  expected  from  the  district  has 
been  seized  by  the  insurgents,  and  the  Govern- 
ment troops  are  said  to  be  already  suffering  from 
scarcity  of  provisions.  This  is  especially  the 
case  with  the  Garrison  at  Zenshu,  where  want  of 
food  is  reported  to  have  caused  much  sickness. 

The  Korean  Government  is  said  to  have  made 
thorough  changes  in  the  personnel  of  provincial 
functionaries  throughout  the  country.  This 
measure  was  taken  owing  to  a  belief  that  the 
present  trouble  had  its  origin  in  the  tyrannous 
administration  of  the  local  authorities.  It  is, 
however,  doubtful  whether  such  measures  will 
have  any  effect  in  stemming  the  tide  of  rebellion. 

According  to  the  To- A  Boeki  Shimbun  of  Fu- 
san, the  Japanese  men-of-war,  the  Tsukushi 
and  Yamato,  left  that  port  for  the  rebel  districts 
on  the  22nd  ult.  Chinese,  French,  and  English 
war-vessels  are  also  stated  to  have  steamed  in 
the  same  direction. 

Referring  to  the  number  of  troops  dispatched 
by  the  Chinese  Government  to  Korea,  some 
Japanese  papers  stale  that  they  reach  ten  thou- 
sand, but  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  puts  no 
confidence  in  the  report.  The  China  corre- 
spondent of  the  Nichi  Nichi  telegraphed  to  that 
paper  that  seven  hundred  men  of  the  Infantry 
and  one  hundred  men  of  the  Artillery  will 
leave  Taiko,  and  seven  or  eight  hundred  of  the 
Infantry  start  from  Sankaimon  for  Korea.  A 
detachment  of  soldiers  is  to  leave  Ryojunko, 
and  preparations  are  being  hurriedly  made  for 
their  despatch. 

Telegraphic  intelligence  published  in  the 
native  papers  state  that  the  Korean  capital  has 
been  surrounded  by  the  Togaku-to,  but  little 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  this  report,  for  a 
telegram  which  reached  the  Nichi  Nichi  yes- 
terday announces  that  the  enemy  after  advancing 
into  the  Zen  Province^  took  up  a  position  in  the 
locality,  and  the  armies  of  the  Government  and 
the  Togaku-to  are  now  brought  face  to  face. 
No  fighting  has  been  reported  from  either  camp, 
and  it  may  therefore  be  taken  as  granted  that 
the  capital  has  not  yet  been  surrounded. 

The  reported  despatch  of  Russian  troops  is 
now  said  to  be  groundless.  A  telegraphic 
message  from  Tientsin  received  by  a  private 
company  in  Tokyo  yesterday  states  that  a  large 
mob,  comprising  15,000  persons,  have  broken 
out  into  rioting  at  Kirin,  a  district  near  the 
boundary  between  Russia  and  Korea. 
The  Japanese  Government  has  sent  an  intima- 
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tion  to  the  Chinese  Government  thai  it  is  dis- 
patching troops  to  Korea  to  afford  protection  to 
the  Japanese  Legation,  Consulates,  and  her  sub- 
jects. The  date  of  the  dispatch  of  this  message 
has  not  been  published. 


THE  KOREAN  DISTURBANCE  AND 
THE  JAPANESE  PRESS. 
■  ♦  

The  excitement  about  the  Korean  affair  is 
increasing.  The  papers  complain  that  they  are 
muzzled,  but  they  manage  to  publish  enough, 
and  more  than  enough,  to  convince  their  read- 
ers that  some  important  step  must  have  been 
decided  upon  by  the  Japanese  Government. 
They  report  unusual  stir  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  at  the  General  Staff.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  2nd  instant,  says  the  Kokumin 
Shimbun,  the  latter  office  received  an  important 
telegraphic  message,  which  at  once  led  to  a 
consultation  of  the  principal  officers  there,  and 
on  the  following  day,  telegraphic  communica- 
tions were  exchanged  between  Tokyo  and  Tien- 
tsin, Our  contemporary,  while  admitting  that 
it  does  not  possess  exact  information  on  minor 
points,  nevertheless  confidently  affirms  that  all 
preparations  for  the  despatch  of  troops  to  Korea 
have  been  completed. 

On  Monday  last,  says  the  Mainichi  Shimbun, 
an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  principal  officials 
of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  was  convened,  to 
consider  a  requisition  made  by  the  Government 
that  the  Company  should  place  ten  of  its  steam- 
ships at  the  disposal  of  the  Authorities.  The 
demand  was  of  course  complied  with,  and  the 
following  steamers  were  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose : — The  Omi,  the  Yamashiro,  the  Kuma- 
moto,  the  Hyogo,  the  Wakanoura,  the  Echigo, 
the  Toiomi,  the  Suviiye,  the  Sakata,  and  the 
Sendai.  Telegraphic  instructions  were  at  once 
despatched  to  these  ships  to  repair  immediately 
to  the  port  of  Shimonoseki  or  Ushina.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  these  vessels  are 
to  be  used  as  transports. 

Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister  to  Korea,  left 
Tokyo  for  his  post  on  the  5th  instant  by  the 
11.43  a-m>  train.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Motono,  Councillor  of  the  Department  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  and  by  a  party  of  20  constables 
under  the  charge  of  Police  Sergeant  Takahashi. 

The  effects  of  these  reports  have  been  felt  at 
the  Exchanges  throughout  the  country.  Rice  is 
rapidly  going  up,  and  speculation  is  rife.  The 
Yusen  Kaisha  shares  also  have  risen  by  more 
than  3  yen  and  are  still  rising. 

For  our  own  part,  we  refrain  for  the  moment 
from  making  any  definite  announcement.  But 
it  may  be  safely  asserted  that,  whatever  contin- 
gencies arise,  the  Japanese  Government  is  pre- 
pared to  meet  them  with  decision  and  promp- 
titude. Meanwhile,  let  us  notice  a  few  of  the 
principal  editorial  articles  on  the  subject  in  the 
columns  of  the  vernacular  press. 

The  Kokumin  Shimbun,  which  was  among 
the  earliest  to  recommend  the  despatch  of  troops 
to  Korea,  naturally  feels  satisfaction  on  learning 
that  the  Government  is  earnestly  engaged  mak- 
ing preparations  for  the  step.  Our  contem- 
porary has  much  to  say  on  the  subject,  but 
declares  that  it  is  not  at  liberty  to  unfold  its 
whole  mind.  It  ventures,  however,  to  hope  that 
the  disgraceful  example  of  1884' — "brave  in  the 
beginning  and  cowardly  in  the  end  — will  not 
be  followed  by  the  Japanese  Government.  In 
another  sub-leader,  the  Kokumin  calls  upon  its 
nationals  to  direct  their  deliberate  and.  sober 
attention  to  the  present  Korean  question. 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  states  that,  not  only 
China  but  Russia  also,  according  to  rumour, 
is  making  preparations  to  send  troops  to  Korea. 
Hence  the  Japanese  Government  ought  no 
longer  to  defer  a  similar  step.  At  the  same 
time,  our  contemporary  advises  the  Government 
to  adopt  as  the  key-note  of  its  policy  non-inter- 
ference in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Korea.  The 
function  of  the  Japanese  forces  should  be 
limited  to  protecting  the  lives  and  properties  of 
their  nationals  resident  in  the  peninsula.  The 
Chinese  troops  not  being  under  such  strict 
discipline  as  the  Japanese,  the  Mainichi  has 
grave  fears  lest  a  collision  be  brought  about 


between  the  two  armies.  It  warns  the  Japanese 
officers  against  that  danger,  but  adds  if  a  ipiauel 
be  fastened  upon  tliein,  they  must  fight  like  the 
true  sons  of  Japan  that  they  are. 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  takes  a  different  view. 
It  writes  in  a  guarded  strain,  but  its  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  the  preservation  of  Korea's 
independence  being  of  vital  moment  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  East  in  general,  Japan  should 
take  whatever  measures  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary to  secure  that  end.  If  ever  there  was  an 
occasion  calling  for  diplomatic  secrecy,  the 
present  in  the  Hochi's  opinion,  is  such  an 
occasion.  It  strongly  blames  newsmongers 
who  rashly  circulate  mysterious  rumours  about 
important  measures  contemplated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  blames  the  Government  also  for 
allowing  important  secrets  to  leak  out.  The 
Progressionist  organ  finally  remarks  that  if  some 
people  show  a  tendency  to  criticise  the  Cabinet's 
conduct  even  at  a  juncture  like  the  present, 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  must  accept  the  fact 
as  an  inevitable  result  of  their  refusal  to  establish 
the  system  of  Responsible  Cabinets. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  desires  to  avoid  saying  any- 
thing calculated  to  hamper  the  action  of  the  Go 
vernment.  Neither  will  it,  like  some  of  its  con 
temporaries,  rashly  publish  news  of  a  disquieting 
character.  But  it  offers  one  piece  of  a  advice  to 
the  Government,  namely,  that  it  is  sometimes 
better  to  be  over-prompt  than  over-prudent.  All 
due  precautions  must  of  course  be  taken  against 
contingencies,  but  unless  action  be  speedy, 
it  may  easily  prove  too  late  to  effect  anything 
useful.  The  Authorities  are  warned  against  ad- 
hering too  closely  to  rules  :  exceptional  circum 
stances  justify  exceptional  procedure.  The 
Jiji  illustrates  its  meaning  by  reference  to  the 
case  of  inviting  a  large  party  to  dinner.  If 
several  hundreds  of  guests  are  to  come,  it  might 
be  very  grand  to  feast  them  all  at  one  table  and 
at  the  same  time,  but  for  convenience  sake, 
they  had  better  be  served  in  parties  of  from  thirty 
to  fifty  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  Apparently  the 
Jiji  hints  at  the  rapid  despatch  of  small  bodies 
of  troops  to  Korea  as  preferable  to  the  slower 
process  of  sending  a  large  expedition. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  observes  that  the 
insurrection  in  Korea  has  developed  pro 
portions  such  as  defy  the  restraining  power 
of  the  Soul  Government.  As  to  the  protec 
tion  of  Japanese  residents,  the  Japanese  war 
vessels  in  Korean  waters  will  be  capable  of 
affording  sufficient  aid  in  time  of  danger.  But 
seeing  that  the  Korean  Government  is  unable 
to  cope  single-handed  with  the  rebels,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  deems  it  Japan's  duty  to  aid  that  Go- 
vernment in  restoring  order.  Japan,  we  are 
told,  does  not  mean  to  assert  any  right  of  suze- 
rainty over  the  peninsular  kingdom  :  her  motive 
is  simply  to  do  her  duty  as  the  oldest  friend  of 
Korea.  That  duty  is  laid  upon  her  conjointly 
with  China  by  the  Tientsin  treaty.  On  these 
grounds  the  Nichi  Nichi  urges  the  Government 
to  send  troops  to  Korea  immediately.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  the  despatch  of  troops 
into  another  country's  territory  would  be  an 
unjustifiable  encroachment  upon  the  sovereignty 
of  that  State.  But  in  the  present  instance, 
the  direct  and  important  bearings  that  the 
disturbance  in  Korea  has  upon  the  vital  in- 
terests of  not  only  Japan  but  also  the 
whole  Orient,  absolve  observing  the  pro- 
visions of  international  law  ordinarily  appli- 
cable to  such  cases.  Moreover,  the  relations 
between  Japan  and  Korea  can  not  be  regarded 
in  the  same  light  as  that  between  one  Inde- 
pendent State  and  another.  Japan  has  the  duty 
of  guiding  and  protecting  a  small  State  like 
Korea.  Our  contemporary  has  no  doubt  that 
the  Korean  Government  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  accept  Japan's  offer  of  assistance.  As  to 
the  contention  that  the  Tientsin  treaty  requires 
Japan  to  confer  with  China  before  taking  the 
step  now  under  contemplation,  the  Nichi  Nichi 
holds  that  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty  do  not 
require  anything  Farther  than  that  a  communi- 
cation of  intention  should  be  made  by  the 
Power  sending  troops. 

According  to  the  Mainichi  Shimbun,  the 
question  of  telegraphs  is  not  unlikely  to  prove 
troublesome.     The  line  chiefly  used  for  com- 


nuinicating  from  Korea  to  Japan  passes  through 
the  districts  now  in  a  state  of  insurrection  and  the 
wires  have  been  cut.  The  other  available  line  ih 
controlled  by  Chine,  and  of  course  under  con- 
tingencies 10  which  many  lapanese  seem  more 
or  less  disposed  to  look  forward.  China's  con- 
trol might  be  fatal  to  Japan's  convenience.  Hut 
perhaps  it  is  an  exercise  of  .superfluous  anxiety 
to  think  of  such  things  at  the  present  stage. 


THE  RADICAL  PARTY. 


Various  rumours  are  circulated  about  the 
Radical  Party  by  the  organs  of  the  Opposition. 
If  these  stories  are  to  be  believed,  it  would 
seem  that  the  Radical  Party  is  on  the  point  of 
disruption.    It  is  said,  for  example,  that  a  large 
number  of  Radicals  from  the  North-East  are  dis- 
contented with  the  conduct  of  their  leaders  ;  that 
a  serious  dissension  has  arisen  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  party  in  connection  with  the  attack  on 
Count  Inouye  ;  that  Mr.  Saito  Keiji,  the  intro- 
ducer of  that  question  into  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, has  left  the  party  ;  that  Count  Itagaki 
has  also  declared  his  intention  to  resign  the  leader- 
ship ;  and  that  a  few  Radicals  have  addressed  a 
circular  to  their  comrades  calling  upon  them  to 
unite  in  an  endeavour  to  purify  the  party.  The 
alleged  circular  was  originally  published  in  the 
Kokumin  Shimbun,  which  ascribed  it  to  Messrs. 
Yamashita  Chiyowo,  Itakura  Naka,  and  Kuni- 
shima  Hiroshi.  But  the  report  about  this  circular 
and  almost  every  other  story  above  alluded  to, 
have  been  denied  by  the  Jiyu  Shimbun  in  the 
mpst  unequivocal  manner.    With  regard  to  the 
circular,  the  Radical  organ  declares  that  it  is  a 
forgery,  and  that  Messrs.  Yamashita,  Itakura, 
and  Kunishima,  highly  in  censed  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  Kokumin,  have  required  the  latter 
journal  to  make  a  public  withdrawal  of  the  false 
report.    These  rumours  are  no  doubt  greatly 
exaggerated  and  in  many  cases  even  entirely 
baseless,  but  more  or  less  trouble  seems  to 
have    been    caused    in    connection   with  the 
miserable  business  against  Count  Inouye.  That 
affair  seemes  to  have  been   disapproved  by 
many  of  the  Radicals.    But  the  difficulty  ap- 
pears to  have  been  settled  one  way  or  another, 
and  at  present  the  Party  does  not  seem  to  be 
disturbed   by  any  serious  internal  feud.  In- 
stead of  there  being  seceders  from  the  Party, 
there  have  been  fresh  additions  to  its  ranks,  the 
most  conspicuous  among  them  being  Mr.  Kuro- 
da  Michiuzu,  ex-M.P.  from  the  Prefecture  of 
Fukui  and  hitherto  an  Independent.  Concern- 
ing the  mainsprings  of  action  in  the  Radical 
Party,  the  Kokkai,  the  Kokumin  and  a  few 
others  have  much  to  say.   According  to  their  in- 
formation, the  policy  of  the  Party  is  now  said  to 
be  controlled  principally  by  Count  Goto  through 
Mr.  Takenouchi  Tsuna  and -Mr.  Hayashi  Yuzo. 
Mr.  Mutsu's  influence,  say  those  papers,  has 
of   late  greatly  diminished.     It  is  exercised 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Hoshi  Toru,  who 
is  stated  to  have  also  lost  his  hold  even  upon 
some  of  his  own  followers.     Men  like  Mr. 
Ishida  Kannosuke,  Mr.  Saito  Keiji,  and  Mr. 
Yamada  Toji  were  formerly  counted  among  Mr. 
Hoshi's  immediate  adherents.    But  they  are 
reported  to  have  of  late  attached  themselves  to 
Count  Itagaki.    As  to  Mr.  Kono,  he  is  looked 
up  to  as  their  leader  by  those  Radicals  from 
the  North-East  who  are  said  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  Party's  partiality  to  the  present  Cabinet. 
He  is,  however,  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
Tosa  section — namely  the  section  popularly 
believed  to  be  under  the  influence  of  Count 
Goto — and,  consequently,  he  is  blamed,  so  say 
the  anti-Radical  papers,  by  the  pure  and  un- 
corrupted   Radicals   from  the  North-East  for 
want  of  courage  to  rescue  his  party  from  the 
blighting   influence  of    intriguing  politicians. 
These  observations  are  reproduced  from  the 
columns  of  the  above  mentioned  journals,  and 
must  be  accepted  with  due  allowance. 

At  the  general  meeting  of  the  Party  held  on 
the  3rd  instant,  amendments  were  introduced 
in  the  rules.  The  principal  feature  of  these 
changes  is  that,  in  place  of  two  Political 
Managers,  four  Political  Commissioners  have 
been  created.   They  are  to  be  elected  at  a  grand 
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meeting  of  the  Party,  and  their  duty  is  to  assist 
the  leader  in  the  direction  of  the  Party's  policy  and 
to  take  charge  of  the  management  of  business. 
The  meeting  of  the  3rd  inst.  was  not  a  grand 
meeting,  but  the  immediate  operation  of  the 
amended  rules  being  considered  necessary,  the 
assembly  at  once  proceeded  to  elect  Political 
Commissioners.  The  choice  fell  on  Messrs. 
Hoshi  Toru,  Kono  Hironaka,  Matsuda  Masa- 
hisa,  and  Kataoka  Kenkichi.  Their  appointment 
is,  however,  to  be  submitted  to  the  approbation 
of  the  next  grand  meeting  of  the  Party. 


POLITICAL  GOSSIP. 


Various  conjectures  are  made  about  the  ob- 
ject and  the  consequence  of  the  attack  upon  Count 
Inouye  and  Count  Yamagata  by  the  Radical 
Party.    For  the  most  part  the  suppositions  have 
no  foundation.    Notwithstanding  their  intrinsic 
worthlessness  in  themselves,  it  will  not  be  alto- 
gether useless  to  make  a  brief  notice  of  those 
rumours,  because  they  occupy  a  prominent  place 
in  the  columns  of  the  vernacular  press.    For  our 
purpose,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  what  the 
Jiji  Shimpo  remarks  on  the  matter.    Not  that 
our  contemporary's  observations  are  more  trust- 
worthy than  those  of  other  papers  ;  simply  be- 
cause its  notice  is  more  exhaustive  than  that  of 
others.    Concerning  the  origin  of  the  scheme, 
the   Jiji  holds   nearly   the    same   views  as 
those  already  suggested  by  some  persons  and 
repeatedly  alluded  to  in  these  columns,  namely, 
that  it  originated  in  the  desire  of  the  ex-Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  to  be  revenged 
on  Count  Iuouye  and  Count  Yamagata,  through 
whose  opposition  he  imagines  himself  to  have 
been   driven  from  the  Cabinet.  Concerning 
Count  Ilo's  position,  the  Jiji  does  not  believe 
that  there  exists  any  positive  understanding 
between  him  and  the  Radical  party  ;  butit  thinks 
that  the  latter's  attitude  toward  him  is  essentially 
different  from  its  attitude  toward  Count  Inouye 
and  Count  Yamagata.    Otherwise  the  Premier 
would  have  been  the  first  to  be  attacked  by 
that  Party,  for  his  name  occurs  in  the  docu- 
ments in  the  hands  of  the  Radicals.    On  this 
point  the  Jiji  is  decidedly  wrong,  for  it  has 
been  proved  that  the  initial  "I"  (fjfr)  as  found 
in  the  above  mentioned  papers  does  not  refer 
to  Count  Ito  but  to  Ito  Gumpei,  an  account 
official  in  the  Army,  and  Ito  Uhei,  a  village  head- 
man.    The  TtfValso  writes  as  though  it  is  dis- 
satisfied with  Count  Ito  because  he  did  not 
refute  the  charges  when  they  were  preferred  by 
Mr.  Saito.     Though  he  was  not  acting  in  con- 
cert with  the  Radicals,  his  apparent  indifference 
lays  him  open,  in  the  Jiffs  opinion,  to  the 
charge  of  having  feared  to  impair  the  friendship 
of  the  Radicals.     Under  these  circumstances, 
it  follows  as  a  natural  consequence,  says  the 
Jiji,  that  a  gulf  has  been  formed  between 
Count  Ito  and  his  friends  Count  Inouye  and 
Yamagata.    As  to  the  attitude  of  the  Salsuma 
statesmen,  they  are  supposed  by  our  contem- 
porary to  regard  the  Radical  attack  upon  Counts 
Inouye  and  Yamagata  with  indifference,  if  not 
with  secret  approbation,  and  are  believed  to  be 
well  affected  toward  Count  Ito.    But,  in  the 
Jiffs  opinion,  the  combination  between  Count 
Ito  and  the  Satsuma  statesmen  is  not  strong 
enough  tolastfor  ever.  So, undercertain  circum- 
stances, our  contemporary  would  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  the  clan  Government  crumbling 
into  pieces.    One  of  the  motives  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Lower  House  was,  in  that  paper's 
opinion,  to  prevent  such  a    catastrophe,  but 
whether  that  object  will  be  attained  or  not  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  laughs  at  the  as- 
siduity with  which  some  papers  circulate  false 
rumours  about  the  condition  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  allegation  that  Count  Inouye  and  Count 
Yamagata  are  dissatisfied  with  Countlto'ssilence 
when  the  question  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  has  no  foundation  at  all.  In- 
dignant as  they  no  doubt  are  at  the  absurd  con- 
duct of  the  Radicals,  Count  Inouye  and  Count 
Yamagata  know  perfectly  well  that  it  would  not 
have  been  dignified  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet 
to  show  any  precipitate  anxiety  to  refute  the 


worthless  charges  preferred  against  them.  More- 
over, the  Cabinet,  in  due  course  of  time,  look 
steps  to  expose  the  groundlessness  of  the 
charges.  Neither  is  it  true,  continues  the  Nichi 
Nichi,  that  Count  Yamagata  is  indignant  with 
Mr.  Mutsu.  It  was  through  the  Count's  recom- 
mendation that  Mr.  Mutsu  became  a  Cabinet 
Minister,  and  the  relationship  between  them  is 
as  confiding  as  ever.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Mutsu 
is  intimate  with  Count  Itagaki  and  Mr.  Hoshi, 
but  he  is  not  more  intimate  with  them  than  with 
either  Count  Yamagata  or  Count  Inouye.  Such 
being  the  case,  it  is  not  necessary,  says  the  Nichi 
Nichi,  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  report  that  Mr. 
Mutsu  has  tendered  his  resignation.  Equally 
baseless  is  the  rumour  that  Count  Inouye  has 
sent  in  his.  A  certain  New  Agency  reported 
on  Saturday  that  Count  Inouye  had  broken  up 
his  establishment  at  his  official  residence.  This 
is  flatly  denied  by  the  Nichi  Nichi. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 


A  section  of  the  Opposition  press,  led  by  the 
Kokumin  Shimbun,  has  begun  to  designate  the 
Six-Section  combination  by  the  name  of  Great 
National  League  (Kokumin-tekt  Dai  Domei). 
This  is  a  new  device  to  give  a  semblance  of 
unity  and  cohesion  to  the  motley  group.  A 
circle  of  politicians  represented  by  the  above 
mentioned  journal  seem  to  be  as  diligent  as 
ever  in  promoting  the  final  amalgamation  of 
these  factions  into  one  great  body.  Now  that 
the  National  Unionists  have  declared  themselves 
in  favour  of  party  cabinets,  there  seems  to  be 
no  obstacle  to  the  consummation  of  the  union, 
so  far  as  political  principles  are  concerned. 
Not  principles,  however,  but  personal  predilec- 
tions and  prejudices  stand  in  the  way  of  any  such 
organization  in  the  presentstate  of  thingsin  Japan. 
So  far  as  the  National  Unionists  and  the  small 
body  of  politicians  led  by  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro  are 
concerned ,  there  appears  to  be  no  marked  obstacle 
to  their  union  under  one  standard.  A  similar, 
though  less  distinct,  affinity  exists  between  the 
Progressionists  and  the  members  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Reform  Party.  The  Chigoku  Rikken- 
to  is  also  well  affected  towards  these  two  parties. 
But  between  the  three  last  sections  and  the  first 
two,  a  great  gulf  is  set,  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  seems  likely  to  divide  them  for 
many  years  to  come. 

On  the  6th  instant  the  advocates  of  a  strong 
foreign  policy — namely,  the  politicians  of  the  six 
sections  and  their  sympathizers — held  another 
demonstration,  in  the  form  of  a  convivial  meet- 
ing, at  the  Kinki-kan,  Kanda,  Tokyo.  There 
were  present  about  1,200  persons.   The  meeting 
was  opened  at  2  p.m.   Viscount  Tani,  who  was 
received  with  lusty  cheers,  delivered  a  speech, 
warning  his  sympathizers  against  any  unreason- 
able or  insolent  attitude  towards  foreigners.  He 
further  cautioned  them  against  violent  conduct  at 
the  time  of  the  coming  general  elections.  Lastly, 
he   asked  the  company  to  join  him  in  three 
cheers  for  His  Majesty  the  Emperor.  Cheers 
were  also  given  for  Viscount  Tani  and  for  the 
advocates  of  a  strong  foreign  policy.  About 
fifty  telegrams  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  ex- 
pressing sympathy  with  the  meeting,  were  read 
by  Mr.  Sase  Kumatetsu.    Mr.  Shiga  Shigetaka 
also  addressed  the  assembly.     As  one  of  the 
mangers   of    the   meeting,    he    begged  the 
indulgence   of   his   hearers   should    there  be 
anything    amiss    in    the    arrangements.  He 
feared    that   there    might  not   be  enough  to 
satisfy    their   appetites,   but  he    asked  them 
to  remember  that  in  going  to  war  men  must 
be  prepared  sometimes  to  fight  without  food 
Mr.    Sase   then  began  to  read   a  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Revision.  Scarcely 
had  he  read  ten  words,  when  he  was  stopped 
by  a  police  sergeant.     Thereupon    a  large 
number  of  hot-blooded  youths  crowded  round 
the  police  official,  wildly  protesting  against  his 
action.    Had  not  Mr.  Kawashima  Jun  succeed- 
ed in  calming  the  excited  youths,  the  meeting 
would  have  been  dissolved  by  the  police.  The 
resolution  was  not  read,  but  the  newspapers 
report  that  it  was  and  declare  that  it  was  un- 
animously approved  by  the  assembly.  The 
document  ran  as  follows: — 


I.  — Concerning  Tiealy  Revision,  we  at  e  not 
satisfied  with  merely  nominal  equality  ;  wlial  we 
want  is  actual  equality.  Whatever  may  be  the 
treaties,  tlie  Government's  inability  to  enforce 
liiem  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  manifest  injury  to  ill e 
rights  and  interests  of  the  country. 

II.  — We  hereby  declare  that  so  long  as  a 
policy  of  truckling  is  followed  abroad  and  tem- 
poi  izing  at  lioine,  tlie  treaties  can  never  be  made 
ti  uly  equal. 

III.  — II  is  contrary  to  the  teal  purpose  of  the 
i  ecovei  y  of  llie  national  rights  to  secure  ihe  abo- 
lition of  Consular  Jurisdiction  on  condition  of  the 
Codes  being  put  inlo  operation,  and  to  consent  to 
open  the  interior  for  Mixed  Residence  if  the  step 
be  accompanied  by  various  administrative  im- 
munities. 

IV.  — To  regulate  the  privileges  of  foreigneis 
in  the  interior,  not  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  but  by 
conventions,  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  limitation  cf  the 
Legislature's  powers. 

V.  — With  legard  to  Customs  duties,  they  ought 
to  be  fixed  by  law  for  all  ordinary  cases,  and 
tariff  conventions  should  be  concluded  only  in 
exchange  for  some  special  advantage.  Any  oilier 
course  is,  in  our  opinion,  opposed  lo  the  true  pur- 
pose of  recovering  ta  1  iff  autonomy. 

VI.  — The  imposition  of  internal  taxes  on  im- 
ports is  a  matter  that  ought  not  to  be  regulated 
by  treaties. 

VII.  — The  enactment  and  amendment  of  Coast 
Trade  Regulations,  Trade  Regulations,  Quaran- 
tine Regulations,  Harbour  Regulations,  anil  so 
forth  should  nol  be  hampered  by  treaties.  Other- 
wise, an  obstacle  will  be  opposed  to  the  true  pur- 
pose of  recovering  the  national  tights. 

VIII.  — While  approving  the  policy  of  opening 
ihe  country  and  maintaining  friendly  intercourse 
with  foreigners,  we  think  it  necessary,  in  view  of 
the  policy  which  all  other  countries  pursue  toward 
alien  states,  to  place  foreigners  under  cet  tain  re- 
straints. It  is  alsoouropioion  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
engendering  a  feeling  of  resentment  and  hatred 
between  Japanese  and  foreigners,  all  partiality 
should  be  avoided  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
treaties. 

Prince  Konoye,  Viscount  Tani,  and  several 
other  numbers  of  the  House  of  Peers  are  now 
the  most  conspicuous  figures  in  every  social  or 
political  gathering  organized  by  the  Opposi- 
tion politicians.  They  have  promised  to  give 
every  possible  assistance  to  these  politicians  at 
the  next  general  election,  and  for  that  purpose 
they  are  soon  to  start  separately  on  lecture  tours. 
Prince  Konoye  will  visit  Kyoto,  Osaka,  and  the 
localities  adjoining  those  cities  ;  Viscount  Soga 
will  undertake  the  conquest  of  Kyushu  :  the 
Provinces  of  the  North-East  are  assigned  to 
General  Yamakawa ;  and  lastly,  the  Provinces 
of  the  Tokaido  will  be  attended  to  by  Viscount 
Tani. 

The  Journalistic  League  formed  some  months 
ago  to  give  united  support  to  the  parties  in 
favour  of  a  "  strong  foreign  policy,"  is  to  be 
continued.  Mr.  Tokutomi  Iichiro,  editor  of 
the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  and  Mr.  Shiga  Shige- 
taka, editor  of  the  Nippon-jin,  are  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  of  the  League.  On  the  5th  in- 
stant, the  Committee  of  the  League  met  at 
the  Tokyo  Hotel,  and  decided  to  issue  a  Mani- 
festo. The  task  of  drawing  it  up  was  entrusted 
to  Mr.  Shiga  and  Mr.  Suyehiro.  It  was  also 
decided  that  Mr.  Tokutomi  and  Mr.  Miura 
Tokujiro  should  visit  the  Opposition  members 
of  the  late  House  of  Representatives  and  warn 
them  against  competition  among  themselves  at 
the  next  general  election  :  and  that  Mr.  Shiga 
and  Mr.  Suyehiro  should  wait  upon  the  Opposi- 
tion members  of  the  Upper  House  to  solicit 
their  assistance  at ,  the  time  of  the  general 
election.  From  these  facts  it  is  plain  that  the 
allied  Opposition  parties  are  making  great 
efforts  to  secure  a  majority  in  the  next  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  Niroku  Shimpo,  never  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  the  Journalistic  League,  has  severed 
its  connection  with  it.  Our  contemporary  was 
led  to  this  act  by  the  growing  tendency  among 
the  leaders  of  the  League  to  completely  identify 
themselves  with  mere  party  movements.  A 
newspaper,  it  says,  has  missions  to  fulfil  other 
than  that  of  working  in  the  interests  of  mere 
party  politics.  Henceforth  the  Niroku  promises 
to  be  perfectly  independent. 


June  9,  1804.] 


THE    JAPAN    WKKKLY  MAIL 


THE  DERBY. 


The  result  of  ihe  Derby  run  on  Wednesday 
brings  to  mind  last  year's  contest  for  the  Blue 
Ribbon,  which  was  unique  in  the  annals  of 
racing,  the  first  three  horses  in  the  Two  Thou- 
sand Guineas,  Isinglass,  Ravensbury,  and  Rac- 
burn,  running  in  precisely  the  same  order  in  the 
Epsom  race.  This  year  the  Two  Thousand  was 
won  by  Ladas,  Matchbox  being  second,  and 
Athlone  third,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  our  Derby 
telegram  to-day,  Ladas  was  first,  Matchbox 
second,  and  Reminder  third.  Ladas  still  re- 
mains an  unbeaten  colt,  and,  as  we  remarked 
after  his  Newmarket  victory  a  few  weeks  ago, 
this  will  probably  be  his  record  when  he  retires 
to  the  haras,  as  he  is  very  lightly  engaged — 
only  entered  in  fact  in  four  other  races.  Ladas 
is  a  Hampton  colt  out  of  Illuminata,  and  won 
all  the  four  events  for  which  he  started  as  a 
two-year-old,  namely,  the  Woodcote  Stakes 
at  Epsom,  where  he  started  at  10  to  i  in  a 
field  of  six  and  won  by  a  length  and  a  half; 
in  the  Coventry  Stakes,  for  which  he  was  fa- 
vourite, when  he  showed  his  heels  to  a  field  of  a 
dozen  ;  in  the  Champagne  Stakes,  where  his  only 
opponent  was  Sempronius,  whom  he  defeated, 
starting  at  n  to  4  on ;  and  the  Middle  Park 
Plate,  which  he  won  by  two  lengths  in  a  field  of 
five,  starting  at  5  to  1  on.  Lord  Rosebery's  colt 
is  engaged  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  Stakes  at 
Ascot,  the  Princess  of  Wales  Stakes  at  New- 
market July,  the  Eclipse  Stakes  at  Sandown 
Park,  and  the  Leger.  In  the  latest  London 
betting  to  hand,  April  28th,  it  was  2  to  1  against 
Ladas,  but  that  was  eleven  days  before  the  Gui- 
neas had  been  decided,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
that  he  went  to  the  post  at  Epsom  odds  on. 
The  other  horses  quoted  on  the  above  date  were 
— Matchbox  100  to  30,  Son  o'Mine  9  to  r,  Bull- 
ingdon  10  to  1,  St.  Florian  100  to  6,  Athlone  40  to 
1.  Matchbox  is  a  bay  colt  by  St.  Simon — Match 
Girl,  owned  by  Lord  Alington,  and  Reminder 
is  a  bay  colt  by  Mellanion — Postscript.  He  is 
owned  by  Mr.  T.  Cannon,  and  only  started  once 
as  a  two-year-old,  in  the  Rous  Memorial  Stakes 
at  Goodwood,  which  he  won,  beating  six  others. 
Matchbox  won  three  of  the  four  events  he 
started  for  as  a  two-year-old,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  St.  Leger,  but  Reminder  is  not.  A  state- 
ment has  been  made  in  home  papers  that  the 
primrose  and  rose  hoops  will  no  more  be  seen  on 
the  turf,  now  Lord  Rosebery  has  become  Prime 
Minister,  but  there  is  probably  no  truth  in  it. 

The  anecdotard,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, says  a  London  paper,  is  busying  him- 
self in  smoking-rooms  and  other  centres  of  "the 
latest  intelligence "  with  Lord  Rosebery.  Not 
that  all  the  stories  and  fables  are  new.  The 
wager  he  is  reputed  to  have  made  at  Eton,  that 
he  would  wed  the  heiress  of  the  season,  become 
Prime  Minister,  and  win  the  Derby,  has  already 
done  the  London  correspondent  prodigious 
service.  A  later  sporting  legend,  current  in 
racing  circles,  has  not  yet  appeared  in  print. 
Mr.  Harry  Ulph,  a  leading  bookmaker,  is  the 
authority.  It  is  related  that  one  day  at  New- 
market, en  route  to  the  course,  Lord  Rosebery 
asked  Mr.  Ulph  what  price  he  would  lay  against 
a  certain  horse  for  one  of  the  big  races.  The 
ready  bookmaker  named  the  figure,  which,  as 
may  be  conceived,  was  not  one  above  the  market 
odds.  Lord  Rosebery  rode  on  a  few  paces,  and 
then  pulling  up,  said,  confidentially,  "  Ulph." 
"  Yes,  my  lord,"  replied  the  bookmaker,  ready 
for  a  deal,  "I  ought  to  tell  you  that  such  prices 
as  satisfied  Lord  Dalmeny  will  not  do  for  Lord 
Rosebery." 

Mr.  Harry  Ulph,  who  most  strange  to  say,  is 
a  Gladstonian  of  the  deepest  dye,  on  one  occa- 
sion during  a  general  election,  left  a  race  meet- 
ing that  was  in  progress  in  order  that  he  might 
vote  for  the  Gladstonian  candidate  in  a  remote 
constituency.  The  journey  involved  the  loss  of  a 
day's  racing;  and,  as  it  happened,  business, 
from  the  bookmaker's  point  of  view,  was  parti- 
cularly good.  As  it  turned  out,  also,  that  ex- 
pedition saved  the  election,  for  the  Gladstonian 
won  by  one  vote.  The  circumstance  was  a 
good  deal  talked  about,  and,  a  favourable  op- 
portunity occurring,  Lord  Rosebery  introduced 
Mr.  Harry  Ulph  to  the  Grand  Old  Man  ! 


IHE  CABINETS  MEMORIAL  TO 
THE  THRONE  Ali OUT  THE  DIS- 
SOLUTION OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 

REPRESENTA  TIVJES, 
 +  

The  following  Memorial  to  the  Throne  has 
been  published  in  the  Official  Gaiette  : — 

May  it  please  Your  August  Majesty  : 

The  undersigned,  Vow  Majesty's  humble  sri- 
vants,  dare  not  presume  il>at  they  have  fully  dig- 
charged  the  grave  ti  ust  which  Your  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  lay  upon  them.  It  is,  howevei, 
their  humble  belief  that  in  obedience  to  Your 
Majesty's  command,  they  have  pursued  a  fixed 
policy  of  State,  aiming  at  the  giadiinl  reform  of 
administrative  affairs  at  home,  and  the  assertion 
of  the  country's  lights  abroad.  Measures  to  those 
ends  have  been  gradually  carried  out,  and  both 
public  expenses  and  the  number  of  officials 
have  been  reduced  so  far  as  1  eductions  were 
possible,  while  the  distress  of  the  people,  caused 
by  natural  calamities  and  otherwise,  has  been 
telieved  without  neglect,  and  urgent  mea- 
sures of  national  defence  occupy  our  unceas- 
ing attention  by  day  and  by  night.  Especially 
ate  we  sensible  that  not  so  much  as  a  day's 
negligence  is  permissible  in  the  spheie  of  the 
Empire's  international  relations.  The  Minister 
directly  responsible  for  this  Depaitment  of  Stale 
Affairs  is  pei  fectly  cognisant  thai  neither  delay  1101 
hesitation  is  to  be  allowed.  In  short, Your  Majesty's 
humble  seivanls  are  exciting  their  utmost  en- 
deavours, insignificant  as  their  competence  is,  to 
accomplish  despite  all  dangers  and  difficulties  the 
great  object  of  the  Restoration,  and  to  achieve  the 
aims  of  the  fundamental  national  policy.  But  un- 
foi  Innately  their  intentions  and  motives  not  being 
appreciated  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
that  body  has  consideied  them  unfaithful  to  their 
grave  trust  in  respect  of  Stale  affairs  at  home  and 
abroad  and,  after  tumultuous  discussion,  lias 
brought  the  matter  to  Your  Majesty's  attention. 
Your  Majesty's  humble  servants  are  profoundly 
pained  thai  the  Throne  should  be  troubled  on  their 
account.  Convinced,  however,  that  pompous  words 
and  gi  andiloquent  language  do  not  conduce  to  the 
efficient  management  of  important  Slate  affairs; 
that  the  great  national  policy  adopted  at  the  lime 
of  the  Restoration  ought  not  to  be  left  half  accom 
plished,  and  that  important  measures  aiming  at 
the  permanent  good  of  the  countiy  can  not  be 
postponed  because  of  tumultuous  declamation  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
being  fui  ther  deeply  solicitous  for  the  prospei  ity  of 
the  country  and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  the 
undersigned  respectfully  solicit  the  issue  of  an 
Older  for  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, humbly  submitting  the  matter  for  Your 
Majesty's  enlightened  judgment. 

The  above  is  reverently  submitted. 

(Signed)  Count  Ito  Hirobumi, 

Minister  President  of  Slate. 
Count  KuRODA  KtYOTAKA, 

Minister  of  State  for  Communi- 
cations. 
Count  Saigo  Tsukumichi, 
Minister  of  Slate  for  the  Navy. 

Count  Oyama  Iwao, 
Minister  of  State  for  War. 

Viscount  Enomoto  Takeaki, 
Minister  of  State  for  Agriculture 
and  Commei  ce. 
MUTSU  MuNEMITSU, 
Minister  of  Slate  for  Foreign 
Affairs. 
Watanabe  Kumitake, 
Minister  of  State  for  Finance. 

Inouye  Ki, 
Minister  of  Siale  for  Education. 

YOSHIKAWA  AKIMASA, 
Minister  of  Stale  foi  Justice,  and 
Acting  Minister  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs. 
Dated  the  2nd  day  of  the  6th  month  of  the  27th 
year  of  Meiji.  \ 


THE  PLAGUE  IN  HONGKONG. 


The  N.-C.  Daily  News  received  the  follow- 
ing telegram  from  its  correspondent,  dated 
Hongkong,  30th  May,  6.53  p.m.  : — 

There  were  thirty-three  new  cases  yesterday, 
and  twenty-eight  dealhs. 

The  Imperial  Chinese  Telegraphs  circulated 
at  Shanghai,  the  following  telegram  received  and 
dated  Hongkutig,  29th  May,  8.40  p.m. : — 

Shauhing  Samshui  districts  flooded  2,  3  feet 


deep.  Business  ■  topped,  Rice  fields  at  Tuiig- 
kun  and  Katsh.in  submerged.  River  risen  4 
feet  2  inches;  38,020  dead  rats  collected  this 
mouth.    Plague  decreasing  Canton  district. 

Plague  Hongkong  slightly  increasing;  new 
cases  30;  dealhs  25.    To-day  everything  quiet. 

The  N.-C.  Daily  News  correspondent  tele- 
graphing from  Hongkong  011  31st  May,  at  7.50 
p.m.  said  : — 

"There  have  been  forty-one  new  cases  to-day 
and  forty-eight  deaths.  The  Government  has 
authorised  stronger  measures  being  taken  to 
stamp  out  the  plague." 

The  following  telegram,  dated  Hongkong  31st 
May,  11.17  a.m.,  was  posted  at  the  Shanghai 
Club  : — 

Three  soldiers  engaged  in  work  disinfection 
caught  plague,  two  more  under  observation. 
Returnslasttwenty-four  hours:  admissions  thirty- 
three,  deaths  twenty-eight.  Under  treatment  one 
hundred. 

Another  telegram  dated  Hongkong,  1st  June, 
6.50  p.m.,  says  : — 

There  are  fifty-nine  new  cases  reported  to- 
day, and  fifty-four  deaths.  There  have  been  no 
deaths  from  plague  among  Europeans. 

The  Imperial  Ch  inese  Telegraphs  received 
the  following  message  dated  Hongkong,  31st 
May,  9  p.m. : — 

"  Plague  increasing.  New  cases  41  ;  dealhs 
48;  under  treatment  114.  New  bye-laws  pas- 
sed Sanitary  Board.  Insanitary  houses  to  be 
cleansed  by  Authorities.  Buildings  unfit  for 
habitation  to  be  condemned.  One  military 
officer,  three  soldiers  inspecting  slums,  attacked 
by  plague." 


SHANGHAI  NEWS. 
 4  

The  Shanghai  Horse,  Dog,  and  Poultry  Show 
came  off  on  the  27th  of  May  and  was  a 
thorough  success.  The  most  interesting  event 
was  the  Ladies'  Driving  Prize,  for  a  cup  pre- 
sented by  the  President  and  a  second  prize  given 
by  theSociety.  The  cup  was  won  by  MissHamlin 
and  the  prize  by  Miss  Clarke.  Ten  ladies  com- 
peted.   The  North  China  Daily  News  says: — 

The  driving  was  so  good  all  round,  the  average 
being  decidedly  higher  than  in  the  gentlemen's 
contest,  thai  it  was  very  difficult  to  come  to  a 
decision.  The  knot  was  cut  at  last,  however,  but 
the  Judges  found  it  impossible  to  distinguish 
farther,  and  no  honourable  mention  was  awarded, 
because  so  many  deseived  it. 

An  immense  list  of  honours  and  promotions, 
granted  in  connection  with  the  celebration  of 
the  Empress  Dowager's  sixtieth  birthday,  is 
published  in  the  Peking  Official  Gazette.  The 
Viceroy  Li  receives  the  rare  privilege  of  wearing 
the  three-eyed  peacock's  feather.  H.E.  Liu, 
Viceroy  of  the  Liang  Kiang  provinces,  gets  the 
two-eyed  feather,  and  the  great  Viceroy  Chang 
is  turned  over  to  the  Boards  for  the  determin- 
ation of  extra  rewards.  He  has  also  been 
honoured  with  the  Imperial  gift  of  an  autograph 
tablet  bearing  complimentary  words  on  the 
recipient's  loyalty  and  charity  to  the  members 
of  his  own  clan.  The  gift,  we  real  in  the  North 
China  Daily  News,  is  owing  to  a  memorial  of 
the  Board  of  Rites,  dealing  in  flattering  terms 
with  Chang  Chih-tung's  recent  buying  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  which  he  has  divided  off  on  the 
agrarian  system,  equally  amongst  the  indigent, 
widowed,  and  orphaned  members  of  his  clan  at 
his  home  in  Nanpi,  Chihli. 

The  North  China  Daily  News  opportunely 
quotes,  from  a  Parliamentary  Report  containing 
notes  on  the  route  followed  by  Mr.  Grosvenor's 
mission  through  Western  Yunnan  in  1878, 
the  following  paragraph  : — 

Another  strange  disease  which  haunts  this  and 
some  other  of  the  valleys  of  Yunnan  bears,  in 
some  respects,  a  resemblance  to  the  plague  of 
London  described  by  Defoe. 

lis  approach  is  indicated  by  the  eruption  of  one 
or  more  minute  red  pustules,  generally  in  the  arm- 
pits, but  occasionally  in  other  glandular  regions. 
If  several  pustules  appear,  the  disease  is  not  con- 
sider ed  so  hopeless  as  when  thei e  are  few.  The 
sufferer  is  soon  seized  with  extreme  weakness,  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  hours  by  agonising  aches  in  every 
pait  of  the  body  ;  delirium  shortly  ensues,  and  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  "result  is  faial. 
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It  often  happens  that  the  patient  suddenly,  to 
all  appearance,  recovers,  leaves  his  bed,  and 
affirms  that,  beyond  a  slight  sensation  of  weakness, 
he  feels  thoroughly  convalescent.  This  is  invari- 
ably a  fatal  sign  ;  in  about  two  hours  the  aches 
return,  and  the  sufferer  dies. 

True  recovery  is  always  very  gradual.  This  is 
the  account  given  us  by  a  French  missionaiy,  who 
has  spent  half  a  lifetime  in  Yunnan.  The  native 
version  includes  all  the  above  facts,  but  involves 
them  in  a  cloud  of  superstitious  accessories;  for 
instance,  all  parts  of  the  sick-room  are  occupied 
by  devils;  even  the  tables  and  mattresses  writhe 
about  and  utter  voices,  and  offer  intelligible  replies 
to  any  one  who  questions  them. 

Few,  however,  venture  into  the  chamber.  The 
missionary  assured  me  that  the  patient  is,  in  most 
cases,  deserted  like  a  leper,  for  fear  of  contagion. 
If  an  elder  member  of  the  family  is  attacked,  the 
best  attention  he  receives  is  to  be  placed  in  a  soli- 
tary room,  with  a  vessel  of  water  by  his  side. 
The  door  is  secured  and  a  pole  laid  near  it,  with 
which  twice  a  day  the  anxious  relatives,  cautiously 
peei  ing  in,  poke  and  prod  the  sick  person  to  dis- 
cover if  he  retains  any  symptoms  of  life. 

Pere  Fenouil  (there  is  no  objection  to  his  name 
being  mentioned)  had  himself  witnessed  many 
cases  of  the  disease  and  lived  in  infected  towns. 
He  attributes  his  own  safely  to  the  precautions  he 
took  of  fumigating  his  premises  and  keeping 
charcoal  braziers  constantly  burning,  to  such  an 
extent,  indeed,  that  his  house  on  one  occasion 
actually  look  fire.  He  states  that  not  only  human 
beings,  but  domestic  animals  and  even  rats  are 
attacked  by  the  pestilence. 

Its  approach  may  often  be  known  from  the  ex- 
traordinary movements  of  the  rats,  who  leave 
their  holes  and  crevices  and  issue  on  to  ihe  floors 
without  a  trace  of  their  accustomed  timidity, 
spt  inging  continually  upwards  from  their  bind  legs, 
as  if  they  were  trying  to  jump  out  of  something. 
The  rats  fall  dead,  and  then  comes  the  turn  of 
the  poultry;  after  the  poultry  have  succumbed, 
pigs,  goats,  ponies',  and  oxen  successively  die  off. 

The  steps  taken  by  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Shanghai  to  avert  the  advent  of  the  plague  may 
be  learned  from  the  following  letter  : — 

That  all  vessels  ft  om  Canton,  Hongkong,  Swa- 
tow,  Amoy,  and  Foochow  on  arrival  at  Woosung, 
fly  the  yellow  flag.  They  will  there  be  stopped 
and  inspected  in  order  lo  see  if  there  be  any  infec- 
tious disease  on  board,  if  not,  they  will  then  pro- 
ceed without  further  detention,  if  there  is,  they 
will  then  come  under  Harbour  Regulation  No.  I, 
of  1894,  at  piesent  in  force.  As  the  Council  con- 
sider this  regulation  hardly  affords  sufficient  protec- 
tion, they  therefore  recommend  the  above  slionger 
measure,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  by  the  Consular 
Body  giving  it  their  earliest  consideration  and 
should  they  appiove  of  the  1  ecommendation,  then 
I  would  ask  your  kind  assistance  in  order  to  get 
the  Taotai  to  take  the  necessaiy  steps  to  have  it 
enforced,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  J.  L-  Scott,  Chaiiman. 

Joaquim  M.  T.  Valdez,  Esq  , 
Consul  General  for  Portugal  and  Senior  Consul. 

We  observe  that  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Shanghai  gives  short  shrift  to  any  persons  at- 
tempting to  hold  lotteries  in  the  Settlement. 
Here  is  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
to  the  United  States  Consul-Genera],  Mr.  Jer- 
nigan,  dated  24th  May,  1894  : — 

Sir,  — Refen  ing  to  the  letter  which  I  addiessed 
to  the  U.S.  Acting  Consul-General  on  the  191I1 
Apiil  on  the  subject  of  the  Gold  Bond  lottery,  the 
drawing  of  which  look  place  on  the  2Isl  inst.,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  thai  another  draw- 
ing is  adveitised  lo  take  place  next  month,  the 
tickets  for  which  are  now  being  sold  in  ihe  Settle- 
ment, and  the  Council  will  feel  much  obliged  if 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  take  the  necessaiy 
steps  in  order  to  have  this  lollery  closed,  and  the 
sale  of  (he  tickets  stopped. 

The  Council  would  find  some  work  to  do  in 
Yokohama.  Lotteries  are  forbidden  as  strictly  by 
Japanese  law  as  by  the  law  of  any  country,  but 
they  areopenly  held  and  advertised  in  the  foreign 
Settlements,  and  apparently  no  one  can  interfere. 

The  new  drug,  sulphonal,  which  is  coming  so 
much  into  vogue  in  cases  of  insomnia,  being 
considered  much  safer  than  chloral,  caused  the 
death  of  a  missionary  lady,  Mis.  Sarah  Russell, 
in  Shanghai  on  the  29th  of  May.  The  unhappy 
lady  purchased  three  ounces  of  the  drug  at  the 
Shanghai  dispensary,  where  she  was  served  by 
a  Chinese  assistant.  She  took  about  600  grains, 
whereas  60  is  a  maximum  dose,  and  died  after 
a  sleep  of  71  hours,  from  which  nothing  could 
rouse  her. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 


Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  has  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Peers  a  Bill  the  object  of  which 
is  to  restrict  the  sale  and  purchase  of  pistols 
and  revolvers,  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  loaded 
pistols  in  places  of  public  resort,  and  otherwise 
to  check  the  growing  evils  arising  from  the  in 
discriminate  possession  of  these  weapons  by 
children  and  adulis.  We  have  often  expressed 
in  these  columns  surprise  that  some  such  legis- 
lation was  not  undertaken.  The  sale  of  poi- 
sonous drugs  is  strictly  controlled,  but  the 
carrying  of  lethal  weapons,  a  practice  involving 
much  more  dangerous  contingencies,  is  sub- 
jected to  scarcely  any  restraints. 

The  debate  that  took  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  20th  of  April  with  reference 
to  the  annuity  to  the  Duke  of  Coburg,  is  worth 
reading.  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  is  now  Duke 
of  Coburg.  In  1866  Parliament  voted  to  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  an  annuity  of  £1 5,000  a 
year,  and  in  1873,011  the  occasion  of  his  mar- 
riage, it  added  ^10,000  more.  Last  year,  when 
the  Duke  became  Sovereign  of  the  Duchy  of 
Saxe-Coburg,  he  voluntarily  surrendered 
^"15,000,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Morton,  supported,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  by  Mr.  Labouchere,  asked  the 
House  of  Commons  to  take  away  the  remaining 
^"10,000  also.  The  House  negatived  the  pro-' 
posal  by  298  to  67,  and  we  recommend  our 
readers  to  peruse  the  debate. 

Fighting  in  Africa  has  curious  features. 
Major  Owen  and  Lieutenant  Villiers  recently  led 
a  force  of  200  Nubian  soldiers  against  the 
people  of  Unyoro,  who  had  given  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  to  the  British  administration  of  Uganda. 
This  little  body  of  men,  after  a  night  march  of 
nine  hours  across  a  difficult  country,  reached 
the  enemy's  position  and  carried  it  after  8  hours' 
fighting  against  some  700  or  800  natives  armed, 
for  the  most  part,  with  breech-loaders.  The 
loss  on  the  British  side  was  one  man  killed  and 
two  wounded.  Eight  hours'  fighting  and  three 
casualties ! 

Sir  Henry  Loch,  replying  to  an  address  of 
welcome  presented  by  the  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion of  Plymouth,  said  that  much  of  a  Colonial 
Governor's  success  depended  on  his  wife.  Sir 
Henry  has  evidently  had  happy  experiences. 

The  new  scale  of  Estate  Duty  introduced  by 
the  Government  is  as  follows  : — 

At  the  Rate  for  every 
full  Sum  of  sSioo,  and 
Where  the  Principal  Value.  for    any  Fractional 

Part  of  £iao  over  any 
Multiple  of  afioo  of 

Exceeds  £\oo  and  does  not  exceed  s£ioo  One  pound. 

„  500         „         „  1,000  Two  pounds. 

1,000  „         10,000  Three  pounds. 

,,       10,000         „  3S,ooo  Four  pounds. 

„      35,000         „         „         50,000  Four  pounds  ten 

shillings. 

„       50,000  „         „         75>ooo  Five  pounds. 

„      75,000         „         „       100,000  Five  pounds  ten 

shillings. 

,,     100,000         ,,         ,,       x5°»°00  Six  pounds. 

150,000         „         ,.       250,000  Six  pounds  ten 

shillings. 

„     250,000         „         ,,       500,000  Seven  pounds. 

M     500,000  „  1,000,000  Seven  pounds  ten 

shillings. 

,,  1,000,000   Eight  pounds. 

And,  where  property  subject  to  duty  at  the 
graduated  ia(es  to  be  imposed  in  confoimity  with 
this  resolution  is  settled,  there  shall  be  levied  and 
paid  to  her  Majesty  upon  the  principal  value 
thereof  a  fuither  duty  of  -£l  for  every  full  sum  of 
£lOO,  and  for  any  fractional  part  of  £lOO  over 
any  multiple  of  ^IOO. 

Referring  lo  this,  The  limes  says  : — 

A  formidable  danger  links  in  the  fact  that  no 
limit  can  be  placed  by  law  to  the  method  of 
graduated  taxation  if  it-  is  once  admitted.  The 
length  of  the  Chancellor's  foot  will  regulate  the 
standard  of  equity,  and  the  maximum  of  8  per 
cent,  proposed  by  Sir  William  Harcurt  may  be 
raised  10  16  per  cent,  or  32  per  cent,  by  some 
financier  who  has  gone  further  along  the  lines 
traced  by  Mr.  Heniy  George. 

The  Royal  Navy  received  an  addition  on  the 
23rd  of  April  in  the  shape  of  a  first-class  cruiser, 
the  Theseus,  7,350  tons,  12,000  horse-power. 
She  was  inspected  by  Rear-Admiral  G.  D.  Mo- 
rant,  and  passed  into  the  A  Division  of  the 
Medway  Fleet  Reserve  as  being  ready  for  ser- 
vice. The  Theseus,  which  was  built  by  the 
Thames  Shipbuilding  Company,  is  a  very 
powerful  vessel.  She  is  armed  with  two  9 •  5 i  1 1 . 
breech-loading  guns,  ten  6in.,  and  17  smaller 
quick-firing  guns.  At  the  contractor's  trial  a 
speed  of  close  upon  19  knots  was  obtained  with 


natural  daught.  The  total  cost  of  the  vessel 
has  been  ^347-577- 

The  brewers,  distillers,  and  wine  and  spirit 
merchants  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  much 
incensed  against  the  increased  duties  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed  to  impose 
on  their  trade.  The  drink  trade,  through  its 
various  channels,  already  pays  305-  millions 
sterling  out  of  the  State's  revenue  of  90^  millions. 
Sir  W.  Harcourt's  scheme  is  to  increase  this 
contribution  by  adding  6d.  a  barrel  to  the  tax 
on  beer  and  6d.  a  gajlon  to  that  on  spirits.  He 
expects  to  get  an  additional  income  of  ^580,000 
from  beer  and  ^760,000  from  spirits.  The 
increased  duty  on  beer  would  raise  the  impost 
on  that  beverage  to  a  sum  equal  to  27/-  per 
quarter  of  the  old  malk  tax.  The  only  happy 
people  in  England  now  are  the  non-smokers 
and  non-drinkers.  Their  contribution  to  the 
taxes  is  almost  nil. 

Owen  Williams,  aged  42,  was  admitted  to  the 
London  Hospital  on  April  25th,  suffering  from 
peritonitis.  An  operation  was  performed,  but 
he  died  the  next  morning.  In  his  intestines 
was  found  the  following  miscellany  :  25  pieces 
of  cork,  20  pieces  of  tinfoil,  a  leaden  bullet,  a 
piece  of  string  i8in.  long,  with  corks  attached, 
eight  pence  in  bronze,  a  piece  of  leather  qin. 
long,  with  a  hook  attached  to  each  end,  several 
pipe  stems,  and  portions  of  newspaper.  Wil- 
liams obtained  a  livelihood  by  swallowing  odds 
and  ends  to  amuse  folks,  and  whenever  he  ob- 
tained money  he  drank  himself  into  a  slate  of 
oblivion. 

There  are  three  Irish  National  parties  now. 
It  is  becoming  a  veritable  case  of  the  Kilkenny 
cats.  At  a  meeting  of  a  local  branch  of  the 
Irish  Federation — one  of  the  three  parties — 
recently  held,  under  the  presidency  of  Canon 
Doyle,  this  gentle  resolution  was  passed  : — 

"  That  we  would  have  regarded  it  as  a  blessing 
to  the  country  had  the  ship  that  carried  John 
Dillon  and  W.  O'Biien  to  Boulogne  sunk  in  mid- 
ocean,  that  we  regard  them  as  a  public  calamity, 
and  they  are  the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  the  National 
Press  and  the  disruption  of  the  Irish  party,  and 
are  disgracing  it  in  the  estimation  of  the  civilized 
woild,  and  that  we  can  have  no  confidence  in  the 
party  so  long  as  these  ambitious  mischief-makers 
are  suffered  to  influence  its  councils  "  ;  "  That  we 
regard  the  insults  offered  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  Messrs.  Dickson, 
Barry,  Murphy,  Morrogh,  O'Driscoll,  and  olher 
really  gifted  and  popular  membeis,  as  a  wanton 
outrage  lo  ihe  council,  which  can  be  repaired  only 
by  the  public  humiliation  of  the  men  who  are 
notoi  iously  the  cause  of  such  a  scandal  "  ;  "  That 
wa  denounce  the  '  hamstrung  1  Freeman  and  the 
Parnellite  Independent,  and  strongly  advise  all 
honest  Nationalists  to  avoid  those  vile  papers  and 
to  read  the  Irish  Catholic  and  Nation,  which,  as 
its  name  implies,  is  really  the  National  and 
Catholic  organ." 

Swinburne  has  published  a  new  volume  of 
poems,  "  Astrophel,  and  other  Poems."  The 
Times  says  of  it : — 

This  volume  is  more  varied  and  comprehensive 
than  any  which  he  has  issued  for  ten  or  twelve 
years  past.  Mr.  Swinburne's  thought  may  not 
always  have  been  commensurate  with  his  music, 
bill  the  whole  of  the  new  volume  exhibits  a  strik- 
ing advance  in  this  lespect,  while  it  still  testifies 
to  its  author's  supremacy  in  the  lyrical  and  metri- 
cal art.  In  pure  melody  and  that  plastic  skill 
which  can  use  will)  simplicity  and  majesty  all  ihe 
forms  of  verse  and  bend  them  to  his  will  he  re- 
mains unrivalled  among  his  brethren. 

Here  are  two  of  the  extracts  chosen  by  The 
7tmes  : —  , 

But  England,  enmeshed  and  benetted 

With  spiritless  villainies  round. 
With  counsels  of  cowardice  fretted. 

With  trammels  of  treason  enwound, 
Is  yet,  though  the  season  be  other 

Than  wept  and  rejoiced  over  thee, 
Thine  England,  thy  lover,  thy  mother, 

Sublime  as  the  sea. 

All  our  past  acclaims  our  future ;  Shakespeare's  voice  and  Nel- 
son's hand, 

Milton's  faith  and  Wordsworth's  trust  in  this  our  chosen  and 
chainlets  land, 

Bear  u  s  witness :  come  the  world  against  her,  England  yet  shall 

stand. 

Earth  and  sea  bear  England  witness  if  he  lied  who  said  it ;  he 
Whom  the  winds  that  ward  her,  waves  that  clasp,  and  herb  and 
flower  and  tree 

fed  with  English  dews  and  sunbeams,  hail  as  more  than  man 
may  be. 

No  man  ever,  spake  as  he  that  bade  our  England  be  but  true, 
Keep  but  faith  with  England  fast  and  firm,  and  none  should  bid 
her  rue ; 

None  may  speak  as  he:  but  all  may  know  the  sign  that  Shake  - 
speare  knew. 
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DEATH  OF  MR.  FRASER. 

"  AIoiir  the  cool  iequMt*T«d  vsle  of  life 

"  They  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way." 

MR.  HUGH  FRASER,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Representative  at  the 
Court  of  Japan,  expired  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th  inst.  at  a  quarter  to  nine 
o'clock.  He  had  lingered  for  several 
days  in  a  condition  that  left  no  room 
for  hope,  and  that  must  have  reached  a 
fatal  terminal  ion  sooner  but  for  the  ex- 
ceptional vitality  and  high  courage  of 
the  sufferer.  The  illness  commenced 
only  some  sixteen  days  before  death, 
and  had  been  preceded  by  no  disquiet- 
ing indications  of  any  kind.  From  an 
early  period,  however,  its  grave  charac- 
ter was  recognised.  The  physicians 
in  attendance  diagnosed  the  necessity 
of  two  operations,  but  the  possibility 
of  performing  the  second  was  de- 
pendent on  results  unhappily  not 
brought  about  by  the  first.  Instead 
of  recovering  strength,  as  had  been 
hoped,  the  patient  sank  steadily, 
retaining  almost  to  the  last  an  un- 
clouded intellect  and  meeting  the 
end  with  fortitude  and  resignation. 
Mr.  FRASER  entered  the  Diplomatic 
Service  in  January,  1855,  an(^  was 
only  fifty-seven  at  the  time  of  his  death.  - 
He  saw  considerable  service  in  the 
East,  having  been  Second  Secretary 
in  the  Legation  in  Peking  from  January, 
1867  to  February,  1871,  and  Secretary 
of  the  same  Legation  from  February, 
1874  to  November,  1879.  His  promo- 
tion from  Minister  Resident  and  Con- 
sul-General  at  Santiago  to  be  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary, Minister  Plenipotentiary 
and  Consul-General  at  Tokyo,  took 
place  on  April  30th,  1888,  and  he  ar- 
rived In  the  latter  city  to  take  charge 
of  the  Legation  in  March,  1889. 

Mr.  FRASER  was  one  of  those  rare 
men  who,  with  abilities  of  the  highest 
order  and  perfectly  balanced  judg- 
ment, live  lives  of  perpetual  self-efface- 
ment and  find  their  highest  reward  in 
a  conscientious  sense  of  duty  faithfully 
discharged.  His  abnormally  retiring 
disposition  narrowed  the  circle  of  his 
appreciators  and  impaired  the  public's 
estimate  of  his  capacity.  But  by  all 
that  served  with  him  or  under  him  he 
was  loved  and  respected,  and  by  all 
that  he  served  under  he  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem.  If  he  lacked  the 
power  to  dazzle,  he  possessed  in  the 
fullest  degree  that  of  inspiring  con- 
fidence. Of  no  man's  private  life  could 
it  be  said  with  fuller  truth  that  he  loved 
to  "do  good  by  stealth,"  and  that 
the  fame  of  good  deeds  would  have 
deterred  rather  than  encouraged  his 


performance  of  them.  It  was  in- 
evitable that  such  as  he  should  find 
detractors.  "  The  grand  old  name 
of  gentleman,"  guarded  by  him  so 
scrupulously,  provokes  only  derision 
from  those  incapable  ol  earning  it. 
Besides,  his  instinctive  contempt  for 
shallow  praise  and  light  criticism  in- 
spired a  strong  dislike  of  journals  such 
as  are  generally  found  among  foreign 
communities  in  the  East,  and  no  public 
man  who  desires  to  be  fairly  spoken 
of  in  these  modern  times  can  neglect 
to  court  journalists.  But  censure  or 
applause  of  that  quality  affected  him 
little,  except  in  so  far  as  they  shocked 
his  fine  sense  of  justice  and  hurt  his 
reverence  for  truth.  The  path  indicated 
by  conscience  he  followed  with  fidelity 
that  never  wavered.  No  British  Repre- 
sentative ever  acquired  larger  influence 
in  this  country  or  wielded  his  influence 
more  conscientiously.  The  Japanese 
learned  very  quickly  that  Mr,  FRASER 
could  be  thoroughly  relied  on  never  to 
lend  his  support  to  any  cause  tainted 
by  the  least  injustice  ;  that  all  his  offi- 
cial dealings  were  conformed  to  the 
strictest  standard  of  integrity,  and 
that  while  no  frivolous  demand  would 
ever  he  preferred  by  him,  no  demand 
once  preferred  would  ever  be  lightly 
abandoned.  Early  in  his  career  here 
he  showed  conspicuously  courageous 
readiness  to  accept  grave  responsi- 
bility, and  the  unswerving  rectitude 
of  his  practice  added  largely  to  the 
weight  and  reputation  of  British  diplo- 
macy. Fate  did  not  will  that  he  should 
finally  solve  the  complex  problem  of 
Treaty  Revision,  but  that  he  materially 
facilitated  a  solution  by  the  clearness 
of  his  insight  and  the  dignified  firmness 
of  his  methods,  there  can  be  no  manner 
of  doubt.  The  public  service  sustains 
a  heavy  loss  by  his  death,  and  those 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him 
will  long  mourn  the  premature  decease 
of  one  whose  private  life  was  a  model 
of  modest  rectitude,  and  his  official 
career  an  unbroken  record  of  conscien- 
tious fidelity  to  duty. 


MR.  FR A  SEN'S  FUNERAL. 

THE  funeral  of  Mr.  FRASER,  H.B.M.'s 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  in  Japan,  took  place  on  the 
6th  inst.  The  body  lay  in  state  throughout 
Tuesday  afternoon,  and  was  visited  by  a 
great  concourse  of  mourningfriends,  among 
whom  were  the  Japanese  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Foreign  Representatives. 
The  floral  tributes  sent  were  numerous 
and  beautiful  ;  they  filled  the  whole  vesti- 
bule and  hall,  as  well  as  the  principal 
salon,  where  the  coffin  lay.    It  had  been 


announced  that  the  cortege  would  leave 
the  Legation  at  3  o'cloc  k,  and  long  before 
that  time  hundreds  of  the  principal  re- 
sidents of  ToUyo,  official  and  private,  as 
well  as  a  lar^<-  number  ol  the  Biitish  re- 
sidents of  Yokohama,  had  assembled. 
Excellent  arrangements  having  been  made, 
owing  to  the  forethought  of  Mr.  R.  PAGET, 
Secretary  of  the  Legation,  Mr.  J.  H.  LONG- 
FORD, H.M.'s  Acting  Consul,  and  other 
members  of  the  staff,  all  confusion  was 
avoided.  The  Japanese  Ministers  of  State 
did  not  proceed  to  the  Legation — tfie 
programme  being  that  they  should  go  di- 
rect to  the  church — but  the  deceased  Mini- 
ster's colleagues  were  all  there,  as  was 
every  British  subject  in  Tokyo,  together 
with  nearly  all  the  leading  members  of  the 
Yokohama  British  community  and  notafew 
of  other  nationalities.  It  had  been  hoped 
that  acontingent  from  the  Navy  would  bein 
attendance,  but  although  H.M.S.  Centurion 
was  ordered  from  Kobe  to  Yokohama  at 
full  speed,  she  did  not  arrive  in  time.  Why 
the  simple,  less  expensive,  and  more  ex- 
peditious plan  of  bringing  up  a  force  of 
Marines  by'  train  was  not  resorted  to,  we 
do  not  know,  but  doubtless  there  were 
good  reasons  for  not  adopting  that  alter- 
native. Except  as  a  matter  of  national 
sentiment  and  appearance,  however,  the 
absence  of  British  troops  did  not  signify, 
the  duties  they  would  have  performed  in 
carrying  the  coffin  to  and  from  the  hearse 
at  the  Legation,  the  church,  and  cemetery, 
being  taken  by  parties  of  British  residents. 
That  part,  and  some  other  details,  of  the 
ceremony  were  carefully  and  zealously 
arranged  by  Mr.  J.  CONDER.  Precisely 
at  3  o'clock  the  coffin  was  carried  out  and 
placed  in  the  hearse,  but  owing  to  the 
great  number  of  persons  present  a  start  was 
not  effected  for  some  minutes.  It  proved 
impossible  to  pack  into,  and  hang  on, 
the  hearse  the  multitude  of  floral  wreaths 
and  other  tributes,  and  with  difficulty 
could  those  remaining  be  piled  in  another 
large  carriage  lent  by  the  German  Mini- 
ster. The  church  was  reached  at  a  little 
past  4  o'clock.  The  steep  approach  and 
the  narrow  road  presented  serious  diffi- 
culties for  the  great  crowd  of  carriages 
that  followed  the  hearse,  but  the  police 
exercised  admirable  control,  and  not  a 
semblance  of  a  hitch  occurred.  Within 
the  church,  a  tiny  building,  never  planned 
for  such  imposing  ceremonies,  very  little 
space  was  available.  When  seats  had 
been  reserved  for  the  1  epresanlatives  of 
the  Emperor  and  Empress,  the  Japanese 
Ministers  of  State  and  the  Foreign  Chefs 
de  Mission,  scarcely  any  room  remained. 
The  service — full  choral — was  performed 
by  the  Very  Rev.  Bishop  Bickersteth, 
assisted  by  Mr.  CHOLMONDELEY,  the 
whole  of  the  St.  Andrew's  staff,  as  well 
as  Mr.  FRANCIS  and  the  Trinity  Church 
clergy  and  choir.  The  singing  was  ex- 
cellent, and  the  reading  of  the  ritual  being 
partly  reserved  for  the  cemetery,  an  over- 
long  detention  at  the  church  was  avoided. 
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In  re-forming  the  procession,  on  emerging 
from  the  church,  the  skilful  management 
of  the  police  was  again  apparent,  every- 
thing   moving   with    perfect  regularity. 
The  procession,  when   all  the  elements 
were  united  en  route  for  the  cemetery, 
proved  to  be  considerably  over  a  mile  in 
length,   not  including  two  battalions  of 
soldiers,   one  marching  in   the  van,  the 
other  in  the  rear.    All  along  the  way  from 
the  church  to  the  cemetery  at  Aoyama,  the 
roads  were  lined  by  crowds  of  that  quiet, 
decorous  character  peculiar  to  Japan,  but 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  churchyard 
was  kept  by  the  police  entirely  free  from 
onlookers.     In  the  cemetery  a  spacious 
plot  of  ground  had  been  secured,  and  by 
working  throughout  the  whole  of  the  pre 
vious  night  a  brick  vault  had  been  built — 
a  remarkably  rapid  achievement  attribut- 
able entirely  to  the  kind  offices  of  Mr.  J. 
CONDER.    At  the  grave,  Bishop  BlCKER- 
STETH  and  Mr.  CHOLMONDELEY  officiated, 
and  two  hymns  were  beautifully  sung  by 
the  choir,  the  latter  of  the  two — "Peace, 
perfect  peace  " — sounding  particularly  im- 
pressive, not  alone  because  of  its  rendering, 
but  also  for  the  sake  of  its  appropriateness 
to  the  occasion  and  to  the  calm,  duty- 
loving  character  of  the  man  for  whom  so 
many  mourned  that  day.    Mrs.  FRASER 
was  present  from  first  to  last,  bearing  with 
indomitable  courage  the  terrible  grief  of 
this  last  parting.     Need    we    say  how 
keenly  every  heart  sympathised  with  the 
bereaved  lady,  and  how  earnest  was  the 
universal  tribute  paid  to  her  devotion  and 
bravery.  After  the  coffin  had  been  lowered 
into  the  vault,  a  temporary  wooden  roof 
was  placed  over  it,  and  weaths  and  crosses 
of  flowers  were  piled  in  a  mountain  above. 
We  do  not  attempt  to  give  a  list  of  those 
present.    It  would  include  every  name  of 
note  in  the  capital,  from  Marquis  NABE- 
SHIMA  and  Viscount  KAGAWA,  represent- 
ing the  Emperor  and  Empress,  and  from 
the  Minister  President  of  State  down  to 
Secretaries  and  private  individuals. 


THE  HO  USE  OF  R  EPRESEN  TA  27  VES 

AND  COUNT  INOUYE. 

 ♦  

"VT  0  episode  in  the  history  of  the  Japan- 

ese  House  of  Representatives,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  its  treatment  of  Mr.  HOSHI 
TqRL  last  session,  is  more  inexplicable 
than  the  course  it  adopted  toward  Count 
INOUYE  on  the  1st  instant.  On  May  23rd 
Mr.  Saito  Keiji,  a  Radical  member  of 
the  House,  formulated  a  lengthy  indict- 
ment against  Count  INOUYE,  the  gist  of 
which  was  that,  while  holding  the  office 
of  Senior  Vice. Minister  of  Finance,  twenty- 
two  years  ago,  he  had  engaged  in  trade, 
thereby  violating  a  provision  of  law  which 
forbids  officials  to  take  any  part  in  com- 
merce. It  may  fairly  be  doubted  whether 
the  House,  even  in  its  present  temper, 
would  have  tolerated  such  a  resurrection 
of  long-buried  bones  had  not  a  petition 
from  certain  persons  in  Yamaguchi  Pre- 


fecture furnished    a    plausible  occasion. 
The  petitioners  claimed  that  rice  paid  by 
them  as  taxes  had  been  officially  received 
by  the  Prefectural  Authorities  of  Yama- 
guchi in    1872-73,   and   sold  for  a  sum 
largely  in  excess  of  their  public  indebted- 
ness, but  that  the  surplus  had  not  been 
returned  to  them.   Mr.  SAITO  KEIJI  sought 
to  involve  Count  INOUYE  in  this  transaction 
by  asserting  his  connection  with  a  com- 
mercial company  alleged  to  have  con- 
tracted for  the  sale  of  the  rice,  and  having 
thus  brought  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
on   the  tapis,   Mr.  SAITO  proceeded  to 
enlarge  the  indictment  by  asserting  that 
the  Count,  in  later  years  while  holding 
tehe  offic  of  Senator,  had  acted  as  head  of 
the  Fujita-gumi,  a  well  known  Osaka  firm. 
The  House  appointed  a  special  Committee 
to  investigate  the  whole  affair  and  the 
Committee,  having  devoted  five  days  to 
an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  evidence 
adduced  by  Mr.  SAITO,  decided  that  there 
was  no  proof  whatever  of  Count  iNOUYE's 
having  engaged  in  trade  as  alleged.  It 
was  proved  in  the  course  of  this  investi- 
gation that  no  rice  had  been  received  by 
the  Prefectural  Authorities  of  Yamaguchi  in 
the  manner  asserted  by  Mr.  SAITO.    It  was 
proved  that  the  company  which  contracted 
for  the  rice  was  a  purely  private  concern 
and  that  it  received  the  rice  from  the  hands 
of  another  private  company  established  by 
the  farmers  of  Yamaguchi  themselves.  It 
was  proved  that  neither  of  these  com- 
panies was  in  existence  at  the  date  as- 
signed by  Mr.  SAITQ  for  the  conclusion 
of  the  contract.    It  was  proved  that  the 
cornpany  charged  with  having  kept  back 
surplus  proceeds  of  the  sale  had  in  reality 
behaved  with  great  liberality  in  the  matter, 
and  had  been  very  arbitrarily  treated  by 
the  other  company.    It  was  proved  that 
Count  INOUYE  was  not  in  office  at  all  at 
the  date  when,  according  to  Mr.  Saito, 
the  sales  of  rice  commenced.     It  was 
proved  that  entries  in  a  diary  pronounced 
by  experts  a  palpable  forgery,  and  forged 
letters  alleged  to  have  been  written  by 
Count  Inouye,  were  the  only  evidence  of 
his  connection  with  the  Fujita  Gumi.  It 
was  also  proved  that  other  accusations 
preferred    at   the    same    time    by  Mr. 
Saito  Keiji  against  Count  Yamagata 
and  Viscount  TORIO  rested  on  physically 
impossible  events  and.  were  moreover  in- 
trinsically preposterous.    It  was  proved 
that    the    former   of   these    two  distin- 
guished military  officers  could  not,  with- 
out supernatural  power,  have  performed 
the  act  attributed   to   him,   and  it  was 
proved    that  the    military    secrets  sup- 
posed to  have  been  divulged  by  the  two 
generals  were  not  military  secrets  at  all. 
The  Special  Committee,  having  collected 
this  evidence,  reported  to  the  House  that 
Mr.  Saito's  charges  had  no  basis  what- 
ever.    The   Committee,  however,  were 
not  unanimous.    Among  the    nine  men 
composing  it  two  were  members  of  the 
political  party  to  which  Mr.  Saito  Keiji 


belongs,  Mr.  SAITO  himself  being  one  of 
them,  and  two  were  prominent  opponents 
of  the  Government.    This  minority  pre- 
sented   a   report    upon   their   own  ac- 
count quietly  abandoning  their  accusations 
against  Count  YAMAGATA  and  Viscount 
TORIO,  but  reaffirming  those  against  Count 
INOUYE  on  the  strength  of  the  fictitious 
diary  and  forged    letters.     The  House 
adopted  the  minority's  report.    There  was 
nothing  like  a  debate.     No  arguments 
were  adduced  to  justify  this  extraordinary 
wrong.    It  sufficed  that  a  few  members 
entertained  a  vague  belief  in  the  reality 
of  Count   INOUYE's  commercial  transac- 
tions and  that  a  great  many  wished  to  vote 
against  him  as  a  prominent  statesman  in 
a  Cabinet  that  refuses  to  be  overthrown. 
When  men  want  to  do  a  thing  very  much 
they  can  easily  reconcile  it  with  their 
consciences.    We  doubt  whether  a  single 
sober-minded    individual    in    the  whole 
nation  imagines  that  the  charge  against 
Count  INOUYE  was  even  partially  prov- 
ed.     The    one    grain   of  truth   in  the 
story  was  that  in  the  interval  between 
May,  1873,  when  he  ceased  to  be  an  offi- 
cial, and  December,  1875,  when  he  became 
a  Senator,  he  did  actually  engage  in  trade 
and  did  actually  in   February,   1874,  es- 
tablish the  company  that  contracted  for  the 
sale  of  the  above-mentioned  rice.  Fur- 
ther, Count  INOUYE  is  a  man  who  has 
always  played  a  very  active  part  in  pro- 
moting the  development  of  his  country's 
trade,    and  who  has    interested  himself 
directly,  though  not  pecuniarily,  in  the 
management  of  several  commercial  and 
semi-commercial  firms.    A  vague  notion 
of    this   side    of   his    character   and  a 
liberal    inference  as   to  the  contingen- 
cies that  it  might  have   involved  seem 
to  have  allayed    the  scruples    of  mem- 
bers whose  sense  of  moral  duty  would 
otherwise  have  been   likely  to  interfere 
with  their  political  proclivities.    So  Count 
INOUYE  was  condemned.    He  was  con- 
demned,  in  the    first    place,  of  having, 
while  Senior  Vice-Minister   of  Finance, 
planned  with  Mr.  NAKANO  GoiCHl,  Pre- 
fect of  Yamaguchi,  a  trade  in  rice,  though 
it  had   been  proved    that    the  Prefec- 
tural authorities  of  Yamaguchi  had  never 
received  any  Vice  from  the  people.  He 
was  condemned  of  having,  while  a  Senator, 
carried  on  trade  as  a  member  of  the  Fujita 
Company,  though  not  a  tittle  of  evidence 
could  be  adduced  to  show  that  he  ever  had 
any  connection  with  the  company  except 
as  a  friendly  adviser,  and  though  the  very 
documents  indicating  his  occasional  coun- 
sels, indicated  also  in  the  clearest  terms 
that  he  received  no  share  in  the  profits  of 
the  firm.    He  was  condemned  of  having 
been  a  party  to  the  bribing  of  high  officials 
by  the  firm,  though  the  sole  proof  of  such 
transactions  were  ledger  entries  of  sums 
varying  from  30  sen  to  40  yen  spent  upon 
the  petty  presents  which,  from  time  im- 
memorial, it   has    been    the    custom  of 
Japanese  business  houses  to  give  to  their 
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clients  at  the  change  of  the  seasons  ami 
on  other  special  occasions.  'Finally,  he 
was  convicted  of  unbecoming  conduct  on 
the  strength  of  the  above  verdicts,  sup- 
ported by  forged  letters  alleged  to  have 
been  written  by  himself,  and  by  state- 
ments in  the  diary  of  a  man  who  never 
kept  a  diary  and  whose  handwriting  was 
not  that  of  the  diary.  The  whole  in- 
cident, when  set  forth  in  these  undisguised 
proportions,  looks  like  a  monstrous  farce. 
Yet  it  was  the  act  of  a  House  of  legislators 
claiming  competence  to  sit  in  final  judg- 
ment upon  everything  and  everybody  in 
the  realm.  Only  one  comment  is  pos- 
sible, namely,  that  what  the  politicians 
in  the  Lower  House  of  the  Japanese 
Legislature  lacks  most  flagrantly  is  a  sense 
of  responsibility.  It  is  very  striking  as  an 
illustration  of  the  old  saying  that  no  failing 
in  another  is  so  discernible  as  the  reflection 
of  one's  own  faults.  The  perpetual  cry  of 
the  Opposition  against  the  Government  is 
that  its  administration  is  based  on  persons 
not  principles  ;  the  perpetual  demand  is 
for  a  responsible  Cabinet.  But  if  any  body 
of  grown  men  ever  confessed  by  their  con- 
duct the  guidance  of  personal  prejudices, 
or  ever  betrayed  by  their  acts  absolute 
freedom  from  a  sense  of  responsibility, 
those  men  are  the  members  of  the  Japan- 
ese House  of  Representatives. 


IMPERIAL  DIET. 

 ♦  

THURSDAY,  MAY  31ST. 

HOUSE  OF  PEERS. 

After  the  secret  session  for  discussing  the 
Amendments  of  the  Peers  Regulations,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  result  of  the 
Conference  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  Amend- 
ments of  the  Press  Laws. 

Viscount  Okabe,  on  behalf  of  the  Conference 
of  Managers,  reported  that  the  Conference  had 
experienced  no  little  difficulty  in  arriving  at  an 
understanding  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
suspension,  but  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
having  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  power  of 
suspension  now  vested  in  the  Minister  of  Slate 
for  Home  Affairs  was  objectionable  and  liable 
in  its  exercise  to  grave  abuses,  it  had  been 
decided  that  some  other  method  of  deal- 
ing with  newspapers  ought  to  be  devised. 
The  method  elaborated  by  the  Committee 
was  to  substitute  for  suspension  a  fine,  when  a 
paper  published  matter  calculated  to  disturb  the 
public  peace  or  to  injure  good  morals,  and  to 
empower  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
to  stop  the  circulation  of  a  paper  thus  offend- 
ing, provided,  however,  that  the  Minister  be 
obliged  to  place  the  matter  before  a  tribunal  of 
law  within  24  hours,  when,  if  the  law  court  de- 
clined to  endorse  his  judgment,  the  interdict  of 
the  paper's  circulation  should  be,  de facto,  re- 
moved. The  amount  of  fine  proposed  was  from 
20  yen  to  200  yen.  It  was  believed  that  such  a 
system,  while  preserving  a  measure  of  the  re- 
straint now  exercised,  would  be  free  from  the 
abuses  iucidental  to  the  existing  Regulations. 

BaronWatanabe  said  that  to  criticise  the  pro- 
posed amendments  intelligently  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment  was  difficult.  A  point  occurred  to 
him,  however,  on  a  cursory  examination  of  the 
draft.  The  first  clause  of  the  proposed  XXlh 
Article  said  : — "When  it  is  held  that  a  news- 
paper has  fallen  within  the  purview  of  the  pre- 
ceding article  "  (i.e.  has  published  matter  contra 
bonos  mores  or  calculated  to  disturb  the  public 
peace),  "  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
shall  at  once  suspend  its  circulation,  and  within 


the  space  of  24  hours  prefer  a  complaint  against 
it  before  a  Court  of  Law."  At  what  time  was 
it  intended  that  the  Minister  .should  arrive  at 
the  above  conclusion  ?  Was  before  it  or  after 
the  issue  of  the  paper  ? 

Viscount  Okabe  replied  that  the  clause  refer- 
red  to  matter  that  had  actually  been  publish- 
ed. The  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  was  sup- 
posed to  form  his  opinion  by  reading  the  pub- 
lished journal. 

Baron  Watanabe  asked  how  a  paper  already 
published  was  to  have  its  circulation  suspended. 

Viscount  Okabe  said  that  the  suspension  of 
circulation  could  be  carried  out  only  so  far  as 
the  circumstances  permitted  and  the  competence 
of  the  Administrative  authorities  extended. 
When  a  newspaper  was  considered  to  contain 
matter  illegal  in  the  sense  indicated,  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  Home  Affairs  would  stop  its 
further  sale  and  circulation  so  far  as  the 
machinery  at  his  disposal  enabled  him  to  do  so. 

Baron  Watanabe  considered  that  such  a 
course  would  be  like  dealing  with  waste  paper. 
The  real  object  in  view  was  to  prevent  the  dis- 
semination of  injurious  matter,  and  that  could 
be  only  very  partially  effected  by  the  process 
contemplated. 

Viscount  Okabe  said  that,  at  any  rate,  such 
was  the  proposed  plan. 

Baron  Watanabe  pressed  his  objection,  and 
Viscount  Okabe  retorted  that  he  failed  to  per- 
ceive any  radical  difference  between  the  present 
system  and  the  proposed  system  in  that  particu- 
lar respect.  At  present,  when  the  contents  of  a 
newspaper  already  issued  were  deemed  injurious, 
the  sale  and  publication  of  the  newspaper  were 
stopped.  The  process  contemplated  by  the  new 
law  would  be  precisely  the  same. 

Mr.  Matsuoka  Koki  asked  whether  the  system 
was  intended  to  apply  equally  to  all  parts  of  the 
empire.  Would  it  be  necessary,  in  the  case  of 
an  Osaka  newspaper,  for  example,  that  com- 
plaint must  be  made  to  a  Law  Court  within  24 
hours  ? 

Viscount  Okabe  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Suyematsu  Kencho,  Government  Dele- 
gate, was  about  to  explain  the  Government's 
objections  to  the  proposed  amendments,  when 
Baron  Date  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  claiming 
that  since  the  decision  of  the  House  on  the 
results  of  a  Conference  had  to  be  taken  without 
debate,  he  did  not  see  how  the  Government 
Delegate  was  entitled  to  make  a  speech. 

The  President  ruled  there  was  no  question  of 
debate. 

Mr.  Suyematsu  Kencho  proceeded  to  say  that 
the  system  proposed  in  the  amendments  was 
imperfect  and  impracticable,  and  that,  moreover, 
it  conflicted  with  other  articles  of  the  same  Law 
which  provided  penalties  for  publications  of  an 
indecent  character.  The  spirit  of  the  proposed 
amendments  might  be  good,  but  they  had  evi- 
dently been  drafted  without  due  regard  to  exist- 
ing laws.  Even  in  the  case  of  offences  graver 
than  those  referred  to  in  the  amendments,  the 
Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  did  not  require  that 
appeal  should  be  made  to  a  Law  Court  within 
so  brief  an  interval  as  24  hours.  Then,  again, 
how  could  the  projected  system  be  applied  by 
any  possibility  to  journals  published  at  a  long 
distance  from  the  capital,  in  Kiushu  for  ex- 
ample? How  could  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs  suspend  such  journals,  if  neces- 
sary, and  arraign  them  in  a  Court  of  Law  with- 
in 24  hours  ? 

Mr.  Miyamoto  Koiichi  apologised  for  revert- 
ing to  the  question  asked  by  Baron  Watanabe, 
but  the  point  needed  much  elucidation.  In  the 
case  of  newspapers  despatched  from  Tokyo  by 
train  or  by  post,  he  could  conceive  that  the  Au- 
thorities, by  free  recourse  to  the  telegraph,  might 
suspend  the  circulation  of  the  offending  journal, 
seizing  the  copies  of  it  as  they  were  taken  from 
the  train  at  their  destination  or  confiscating  them 
in  the  post-offices.  But  what  would  be  done 
with  regard  to  papers  delivered  in  the  usual 
manner  in  Tokyo  and  the  other  cities  or  tovvus 
where  newspapers  had  printing  offices — papers 
sent  out  long  before  daybreak  from  the  printer's 
hands  and  thrown  into  the  letter-receptacles  of 
private  residences  ?  How  were  they  to  be  got 
at  ?   And  what  was  contemplated  in  the  case 


of  journals  copies  ol  which  had  passed  by 
pur Ch tie  into  the  possession  ol  the  not  in- 
considerable proportion  ol  readeri  that  ob- 
tained their  daily  news  in  that  inannei  ? 
Would  the  police  be  entitled  to  seize  these  also 
wherever  they  saw  them  ?  Then  again,  as  to 
journals  published  in  the  provinces.  Was  it 
intended  that  the  Minister  of  Stale  for  Home 
AfTaiis  should  delegate  to  I  he  Governors  ol 
Prefectures  authority  to  supervise  the  content! 
of  papers,  to  suspend  their  circulation  and  to 
proceed  against  them  in  a  Court  of  Law? 

Viscount  Okabe  replied  that  of  course  there 
was  no  question  of  attempting  to  recover  pos- 
session of  copies  already  gone  into  circulation. 
That  was  not  possible.  The  proposed  system 
contemplated  nothing  (hat  did  not  fall  within 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  executive  processes. 
As  to  provincial  journals,  he  did  not  recollect 
that  the  manner  of  dealing  with  them  had  been 
discussed  at  the  conference,  but  if  his  memory 
was  defective  in  this  respect,  he  hoped  that 
some  of  the  other  Managers  present  of  the  Con- 
ference would  supplement  his  remarks. 

Baron  Watanabe  asked  for  information  on 
another  point.  He  presumed  that  the  Courts  of 
Law  referred  to  in  the  proposed  system  were 
the  Local  Courts.  Now  the  Judges  sitting  in 
those  Courts  were  requirved  to  give  their  de- 
cisions in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
law.  But  the  point  submitted  to  them  when 
newspapers  were  prosecuted,  as  here  contem- 
plated, would  be  to  determine  whether  certairr 
writings  were  or  were  not  calculated  to  be 
subversive  of  public  peace,  or  calculated  to  im- 
pair good  morals.  By  what  law  were  they  to 
be  guided  ?  Where  were  there  any  provisions 
of  written  law  that  would  serve  the  Judges  in 
forming  such  decisions? 

Viscount  Okabe  saw  no  reason  to  enter  at 
length  into  that  question.  If  the  proposed 
amendments  became  law,  it  was  to  be  assumed 
that  the  Judges  would  discharge  the  functions 
thus  devolving  on  them  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  whatever  laws  were  applicable  and 
available.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Funakoshi  Marnom, 
he  added  that  the  limit  of  24  hours,  as  applied 
to  provincial  newspapers,  ceased  to  present  any 
special  difficulties  when  the  services  of  the  tele- 
graph were  called  into  requisition. 

Mr.  Funakoshi  altogether  doubted  the  pos- 
sibility of  transacting  such  business  satisfactorily 
by  telegraph,  but  Viscount  Okabe  merely  re- 
peated his  statement  that  these  matters  had  not 
been  discussed  by  the  Conference  of  Managers. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo,  as  one  of  the  Managers, 
explained  that  the  Conference  had  not  been 
asked  to  amend  the  whole  of  the  proposed  Press 
Law,  but  only  the  XlXth  and  XXth  Articles.  It 
was  therefore  almost  inevitable  that  more  or  less 
imperfections  should  result,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  they  were  imperfections  by  any  means  so 
serious  as  to  prevent  the  successful  operation 
of  the  contemplated  system.  The  Govern- 
ment Delegate  had  objected  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  amended  Articles  would  conflict 
with  other  parts  of  the  Law.  It  was  true  that 
the  XXXIIIrd  article  defined  the  procedure  to  be 
adopted  in  the  case  of  journals  publishing  in- 
decent matter  (waisetsu) ,  and  it  was  also  true 
that  the  publication  of  indecent  matter  was  in- 
cluded in  the  wider  term  "  contra  bonos  mores" 
{fuzoku  wo  Kwairan  suru).  But  it  did  not 
follow  that  there  need  be  any  conflict  in  practice. 
There  were  many  kinds  of  publication  that  fell 
within  the  definition  "  contra  bonos  mores " 
and  yet  were  not  of  the  character  "  indecent." 
The  duty  of  discriminating:  would  rest  with 
the  prosecuting  officials.  It  they  held  a  pub- 
lication to  be  "indecent,"  they  might  pro- 
ceed against  the  journal  under  the  XXXIIIrd. 
Article.  If  they  considered  that  there  was  no 
question  of  indecency,  and  yet  that  the  matter 
was  contra  bonos  mores  they  would  proceed 
under  Article  XX.  As  to  the  objection  raised 
in  respect  of  journals  already  circulated  before 
the  fact  was  discoverved  that  they  contained 
incriminating  matter,  the  House  should  remem- 
bers that,  whatever  validity  the  criticism  had,  it 
applied  with  equal  force  to  the  Regulations 
now  in  force.  They,  too,  conferred  on  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs  a  power 
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exactly  corresponding  with  that  now  proposed 
in  so  far  as  concerned  journals  already  in  cir- 
culation, and  such  a  defect  must  exist  in  every 
system  unless  the  Minister  were  authorized  to 
examine  journalistic  matter  previous  to  its  pub 
lication.     A  similar  argument  applied  to  the 
difficulties  raised  about  provincial  newspapers 
The  existing  system  was  hampered  by  precisely 
the  same  difficulties.  The  Conference  had  done 
the  best  it  could.  It  had  sought  togiveeffect  to  the 
important  principle  that  although  the  executive 
should  have  competence  to  speedily  check  any 
journalistic  excesses  calculated  to  produce  mis 
chievous  results,  the  question  of  deciding  whe 
ther  journalistic  matter  really  did  or  did  not 
deserve  such  measures,  and  the  power  of  fixing 
the  punishment,  ought  to  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Law  Courts. 

Prince  Konoye  moved  the  closure  and  it  was 
carried. 

The  President  announced  that  a  due  applica 
tion  having  been  received  for  taking  a  vote  by 
closed  ballot,  he  should  proceed  by  that  me 
thod:   The  House  decided,  by  97  to  95,  that 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  conterence 
should  be  rejected. 

The  House  rose  at  6.01  p.m. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  2ND. 


HOUSB  OF  PEBRS, 

The  House  met  at  10.50  a.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.  — Expenditures  from  the  Reserve  for  the  25th  year  of  Meiji 

2.  — Expenditures  (Special)  over  and  above  the  Budget  tor  the 

25th  year  of  Meiji. 

3.  — Law  relating  to  Mobilization  Expenditures. 

4.  — Law  relating  to  the  Capital  of  the  Tokyo  Artillery  Arsenal 

5.  — Law  for  abolishing  export  duties  upon  goods  shipped  to 

foreign  countries. 

6.  — Law  relating  to  the  City  Government  System. 

7.  — Petitions. 

Mr.  Miura  Yasu,  on  behalf  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  having  reported  in  favour  of  th 
first  and  second  Bills  on  the  Order,  they  were 
passed  by  the  House  without  debate. 

Baron  Walanabe,  on  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  that,  under  the  present 
system,  three  days  and  a  half  were  required  be 
fore  obtaining  money  for  mobilization  expenses, 
an  interval  evidently  inconsistent  with  efficiency. 
The  Bill  introduced  by  the  Government  pro- 
vided that  funds  required  for  such  a  purpose 
could  be  advanced  by  the  Local  Authorities 
without  delay.  The  Committee  recommended 
the  reform. 

The  Bill  was  passed  at  once  through  all  its 
Readings. 

The  Bill  relating  to  the  Capital  of  the  Tokyo 
Artillery  Arsenal  was  entrusted  to  a  Special 
Committee  with  instructions  to  report  during 
the  course  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Sabum,  in  a  very  brief  speech, 
introduced  the  Bill  relating  to  abolition  of 
export  duties.  He  simply  asserted  that  the 
measure  was  essential  to  the  development  of  the 
country's  resources,  and  promised  to  answer 
any  questions  pmpounded  by  the  members  to 
the  utmost  of  his  ability. 

Mr.  Mayeda  Masana  opposed  the  Bill.  He 
said  that  its  supporters  had  only  three  reasons 
to  rely  on  :  first,  to  increase  the  gains  of  export 
merchants,  secondly,  to  increase  the  bulk  of 
the  exports;  thirdly  to  give  Japanese  products 
an  advantage  in  foreign  markets.  He  did  not 
yield  to  the  advocates  of  the  measure  in  the 
desire  to  develop  the  Japanese  export  trade,  hut 
he  was  unable  to  see  that  this  measure  would 
benefit  the  country.  The  effect  of  export  duties 
depended  upon  the  nature  of  the  exports  and 
the  conditions  of  the  time.  He  had  here  a 
table  showing  the  principal  staples  of  the 
export  trade,  the  places  of  their  production,  and 
the  markets  to  which  they  went;  as  well  as  a 
table  showing  the  places  where  exports  were 
manufactured,  the  places  of  their  consumption, 
and  the  persons  engaged  in  dealing  with  them. 
The  members  would  perceive  that  many  articles, 
as  bamboo  ware,  lacquer  ware,  and  so  forth,  were 
specialties  of  Japan,  and  that  only  a  few,  as  rice 
and  coal,  had  to  compete  with  similar  staples  in 
foreign  markets.  More  than  thirty  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  sound  of  real  war  had  been 
heard  in  the  country.  Men  were  absorbed  now 
in  the  war  of  commerce.  The  temporary  troops 
of  the  empire  were  its  merchants  and  manu* 


faclurers,  and  against  them  were  arrayed  large 
forces    of    foreign  traders  in  the  Settlements. 
The  merchants  of  the  country  could  effect  the 
sale  of  their  goods  only  by  currying  favour  with 
the  foreign  merchants :  they  had  no  means  of 
reaching  the  markets  abroad  direct.    Their  pro- 
fits were  small  :  it  was  as  much  as  they  could 
do  to  make  ends  meet.    The  foreign  trader 
possessed  experience  and  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  conditions  existing  abroad.    The  native 
trader   was  comparatively  ignorant,   or  had 
to  rely  more  or  less  on  chance.    One  con 
sequence  was  that  he  developed  a  propensity  to 
produce    inferior   goods   so    as  to   gain,  by 
economizing  the  cost  of  manufacture,  what  h 
could  not  hope  to  gain  by  skilled  touch  of  the 
market.    The  story  of  tea  furnished  an  illus 
tration.    Tea  that  sold  for  40  yen  in  the  Keio 
era  (1865-67)  fetched  only  19  yen  now.  Its 
credit  had  been  impaired  abroad,  so  that  Ame 
rican  publications  warned  the  people  of  the 
States  against  drinking  it.    But  the  tea  that 
went  to  America  was  not  Japanese  tea,  pro 
perly  speaking.    It  was  tea  of  an  inferior  quality 
purchased  by  the  foreign  merchants  in  the  open 
ports,  and  subsequently  subjected  to  processes 
of  re-firing  and  colouring  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
supposed  tastes  of  foreign  consumers.    It  was 
as  though  foreign  merchants  had  tea  plantations 
of  their  own  in  Japan.    Hence,  to  abolish  the 
export  duty  on  tea,  would  be  merely  to  put  so 
much  money  into  the  pockets  of  foreign  mer 
chants.    He  had  here  a  table  illustrating  the 
course  of  the  import  trade.    They  would  see 
that  the  barriers  to  be  surmounted  by  goods 
coming  from  abroad  were  few  and  insignificant 
whereas    the   barriers  to  be  surmounted  by 
Japanese  goods  going  abroad  were  no  less  than 
eleven.    By  way  of  illustration,  look  at  the 
exports  of  tea  from  Ceylon  and  China.  Th 
quantity  exported  from  the  former  in  1883  had 
been  only  420,000  catties,  but  in  1893  it  had 
grown  to  16  million  catties;  while  in  China's 
case,  an  export  of  forty  million  catties  in  1887 
had  grown  in  1890  to  55  millions.    This  was 
chiefly  because  the  commercial  methods  of  the 
two  countries  were  superior  to  those  of  Japan 
In  this  country,  on  the  contrary,  the  price  pro- 
curable for  the  staple  had  gradually  declined, 
and  its  producers,  unable  to  make  a  profit,  were 
driven  to  adopt  other   trades.    The  average 
annual  production  per  family  of  those  engaged 
in  tea  culture  had  declined  from  267  catties  in 
1888  to  170  catties  in  1891,  and  the  profit  had 
fallen  by  27  yen.    Take  the  case  of  silk,  again. 
So  highly  had  the  quality  of  Japanese  silk  been 
esteemed  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  Meiji  era 
egg-cards  to  the  value  of  2\  million  yen  had 
been  purchased  in  one  year  by  Italy,  whereas 
now,  so  much  adulteration  had  been  practised, 
and  such  evil  methods  had  been  employed  by 
apanese  sericulturists  that  the  eggs  of  this 
country    were  avoided  as  though  they  were 
cholera  microbes,  and  the  silk-worms  of  France 
and  Italy  had  obtained  a  much  higher  place  in 
public  esteem  than  those  of  Japan.  Chinese  silk 
was  the  great  enemy  the  Japanese  staple  had  to 
fear.  If  Chinese  secriculture  improved,  it  would 
be  an  evil  day  for  Japan.    There  was  a  radical 
difference  between  the  methods  of  the  Japanese 
and  the  foreign  merchant.  The  former  thought 
only  of  concludingeach  separate  transaction  with- 
out loss  ;  the  latter  thought  of  so  conducting  all 
transactions  as  to  establish  a  permanent  source 
of  profit.  Only  one  producing  district  in  Japan, 
Nagano  Prefecture,  compared  favourably  with 
the  general  standard  of  production  in  France. 
Japan  was  getting  beaten  out  of  the  markets  all 
round.    Her  cotton,  her  sugar,  her  oil — every- 
thing was  falling  into  discredit.    She  used  to  be 
unique  in  lacquer,  but  the  Germans  had  now 
appropriated  her  processes  and  were  out-selling 
her  in  the  American  markets.    The  celebrated 
lacquerers  of  Wakayama  had  prostituted  them- 
selves to  the  spirit  of  the  time,  had  taken  to 
purchasing  cheap,  inferior  materials  from  China, 
and  were  producing  and  exporting  articles  cal- 
culated ultimately  to  destroy  the  reputation  of 
Japanese  lacquers.     Evidently  it  would  be  a 
false  policy  to  encourage  the  export  of  goods 
such  as  were  now  being  produced  in  the  country. 
The  true  policy  was  to  encourage  such  improve- 


ment in  methods  of  production  and  manufac- 
ture as  would  ensure  to  Japanese  exports  the 
favour  of  foreign  consumers.  To  abolish  the 
export  duties  might  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  bulk  of  the  exports,  but  if  their  quality  went 
on  deteriorating,  the  returns  obtained  by  Japan 
would  tend  to  diminish  rather  than  to  develop. 
If  they  examined  the  history  of  Germany  in 
recent  times,  and  even  of  a  country  like  Holland, 
which  might  be  said  to  have  become  inkyo,  they 
would  see  what  could  be  done  by  bringing 
intelligence  and  enterprise  to  bear  upon  pro- 
duction and  manufacture.  The  great  bulk  of 
Japan's  export  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  fo- 
reigners, and  to  them  would  chiefly  accrue  the 
gain  of  abolished  duties.  For  his  part,  he  held 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  time  peremptorily 
forbade  any  such  measure,  and  that  the  really 
wise  policy  would  be  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
the  export  tax  to  effecting  improvements  in  the 
processes  of  production  and  manufacture. 

Mr.  Ozaki  Saburo  replied  briefly.  He  re- 
minded the  House  that  his  own  object  and  Mr. 
Mayeda's  were  identical  in  so  far  as  concerned 
the  development  of  the  export  trade,  the  only 
difference  of  opinion  being  as  to  the  best 
method  of  attaining  that  end.  To  one  point, 
however,  he  might  allude  specially,  as  confusion 
of  ideas  was  apt  to  arise  in  connection  with  it. 
He  referred  to  the  contention  that  as  the  export 
trade  was,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  hands  of 
foreign  merchants,  to  them  also  would  accrue 
the  chief  part  of  the  benefits  resulting  from 
abolished  duties.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  though  the  immediate  dis- 
burser  of  the  duties  was  the  foreign  exporter, 
Japan  would  find  her  account  in  increased 
sales  of  her  products  and  manufactures,  a  re- 
sult which  Mr.  Mayeda  himself  did  not  hesitate 
to  foretell  from  the  abolition  of  export  duties. 

The  Bill  was  entrusted  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee nominated  by  the  President. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  changed  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  Special  Committee's 
Report  on  the  Bill  relating  to  the  capital  of  the 
Tokyo  Artillery  Arsenal,  and  the  Bill  was 
passed. 

The  City  Government  Bill  having  been  en- 
trusted to  a  Special  Committee,  the  President 
announced  that,  in  view  of  the  shortness  of  the 
session,  the  House  would  meet  on  the  following 
day  (Sunday).    The  House  rose  at  3.25  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  1.20  p.m.,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  : — 

1.  — Law  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  ;  sent  down  from  the 
Upper  House. 

2.  —  Expenditures  from  the  Reserve  for  the  26th  year  of  Meiji. 

3.  — Project  of  Game  Law  ;  sent  down  from  the  Upper  House. 

4.  — Railway  Eills. 

5.  — Tariff  Law. 

6.  —  Representation  relating  to  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the 
Brain  and  Spine. 

7.  — Railway  Bills. 

8 — Representation  relating  to  the  collection  of  materials  for 
history. 

9. — Law  relating  to  Taxes  in  the  Districts  devastated  by  the 
great  earthquake. 

10.  — Law  for  amending  the  Land  Tax  Regulations. 

11.  — Law  relating  to  Special  Re-assessment  of  the  Taxable 
Value  of  Land. 

Mr.  Komatsu  Sansei  presented  a  report  of 
the  Petitions  Committee. 

Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  said  that  the  Cabinet 
having  been  declared  unworthy  of  confidence, 
to  put  queries  to  it  seemed  a  bootless  task. 
Nevertheless,  since  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
might  at  any  moment  be  replaced  by  worthier 
men,  he  had  presented  certain  Questions  which 
he  should  proceed  to  explain.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  explain  his  queries  at  great  length  ; 
the  first  charging  that  a  large  sum  of  public  money 
had  been  expended  on  reclaiming  a  tract  of 
some  25,000  acres  of  land  which  ought  to  have 
been  let  to  the  people  but  was  kept  in  the  hands 
of  one  large  company  ;  the  second  relating  to 
an  alleged  exchange  of  nearly  1,000  acres  of 
public  forest  land,  worth  600,000  yen,  in 
Higo,  for  a  tract  worth  only  10,000  yen;  the 
third,  relating  to  the  Tanko  Railway  Com- 
pany. In  repeating  his  often  preferred  accusa- 
tions against  the  Tanko  Company,  Mr.  Tanaka 
said  that  to  entrust  the  control  of  such  a  com- 
pany to  the  Governor  of  Hokkaido  was  like 
setting  a  fly  to  guard  a  bit  of  decayed  melon 
peel.  (A  voice — "  You'll  be  handed  over  to  the 
Disciplinary  Committee  if  you  don't  look  out") 
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aid  were  extended  lo  the  seillcrs  in  Chishima, 
tile  Islands  would  remain  for  many  ycais  mi 
inhabited.  Lieutenant  Gunji,  witli  remaikablc 
courage  and  enterprise,  had  led  a  party  ol  *  mi 
grants  thither,  and  had  made  a  commence- 
ment which,  if  assisted,  would  doubtless  lead 
to  larger  things.  But  without  assistance  the 
Lieutenant  and  his  parly  could  not  hope  to  ac- 
complish anything,  and  might  even  perish  of 
want.    The  Committee,  therefore,  lecommend- 


Mr.  Nakamura  Kokusho  asked  leave  to 
say  a  word  with  respect  to  the  last  speaker's 
remarks  (which  had  extended  to  inordinate 
length).  He  understood  that  the  original  system 
with  regard  to  Questions  presented  by  members 
to  the  Government  had  heen  that  the  Question 
should  he  read  by  a  Secretary,  and  the  House 
should  then  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  to 
the  chief  introducer  of  the  Question  any  queries 
that  mightseem  desirable.  Butgraduallv  the  habit 

had  been  developed  of  accompanying  each  Ques- led  the  Supplement*,)'  Budget  for  the  1 
tion  with  a  long  explanation,  and  it  seemed  to  favourable  consideration,  with  one  amendment 
him  that  the  House  s  lime  was  greatly  wasted  and  namely,  that  the  grant  should  be  made  for  three 
that  tts  proceedings  were  seriously  and  uselessly  years  instead  of  five.  The  probabilities  of  suc- 
interrupted  by  this  hab.t.  It  might  be  well  to  cess  were  not  sufficiently  clear  to  warrant  pled*- 
check  the  abuse  in  season.  |ng  tlie  comHry  tQ  a  conlilluous  expelujitui(;  f* 

Mr  Yamada  Toil,  wh.le  not  endorsing  every-  five  years.  After  three  years  had  passed  it 
thing  that  had  fallen  from  the  previous  speaker,  would  be  possible  to  arrive  at  a  definite  con- 
could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  if  each  elusion  as  to  the  fate  of  the  enterprise  Tt 
of  the  Questions  to  be  to-day  submitted  to  the  Committee  advised  that,  in  view  of  the  verv 
Government  were  to  be  accompanied  by  ex-  brief  interval  remaining  at  the  disposal  of 
pi  mations  such  as  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo  had  the  Diet  this  session,  the  Budget  should  be 
given,  the  House  would  never  get  to  the  Order  taken  at  once,  as  matter  of  urgency.  In  answer 
of  the  Day  at  all.  He  ventured  to  suggest  that  to  questions,  he  said  that  Lieutenant  Gunjis 
the  Questions  now  lymg^  before  the  President  parly  consisted  of  106  persons,  and  that  it  was 
for  submission  to  the  Government  should  be  proposed  to  leave  the  distribution  of  the  monev 
explained  as  br.efly  as  possible.  t0  the  Chief  of  the  Hokkaido  Administration 

Mr  Tanaka  protested  that  his  explanation  providing  that  it  should  be  applied  to  certain 
had  referred  to  three  Questions,  and  that  some  purposes,  as  food,  house-building,  purchase  of 
demand  on  the  House's  patience  had  therefore  fishing  implements,  and  so  forth 

U^VOi,dabJf ■■         ,  •    ,      n  The  H0USe  agreed  10  chan£e  the  Order  of 

Mr  Kiuchi  Shin  explained  a  Question  pre-  the  Day,  and  the  Budget  was  passed  as  amended 
sented  by  him  asking  for  further  explanations  by  the  Committee. 

about  a  lease  of  land  in  Riukiu  to  certain  per-  The  Bill  relating  to  Military  Telegraphs  was 
he  alleged,  were  not  carrying  out  the  then  passed  with  one  amendment,  namely  the 
lease,  and  were  keeping  the  substitution  of  "  Law  "  for  "  Regulations 
land  from  being  employed  by  others  for  useful  Mr.  Moriya  Konosuke,  on  behalf  of  the 
purposes.  He  had  already  preferred  a  Question  Budget  Committee,  gave  an  exhaustive  account 
on  this  point,  and  had  received  an  answer  from  of  the  Committee's  views  with  regard  to  the 
the  Government,  but  he  was  now  in  possession  Expenditures  from  the  Reserves  for  the  26th 
of  proof  thar the  Government's  statements  were  year  of  Meiji,  concerning  which  the  Govern 
He  proceeded  to  elaborate  his  points  I  ment  now  sought  the  House's  post /ado  con 

sent.    He  explained  that  the  Committee  had 


sons  who 
conditions  of  the 


at  great  length. 

Mr.  Takagi  Shonen  explained  a  Question  pre 
sented  by  him  with  reference  to  the  Fukushima 
election.  Knowing  that  Mr.  Abei  Iwane,  who 
stood  for  the  Second  Division  of  Fukushima,  was 
head  and  front  of  the  Strict  Enforcement  move 
ment;  knowing  also  that  the  Government  was 
employing  every  possible  means  of  checking  that 
movement,  even  to  restraining  all  discussion  of 
it  in  the  press  or  in  the  Diet ;  and  perceiving 
that  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Abei  might  be  regarded 
as  a  proof  that  the  country  was  opposed  to  the 


discussed  at  much  length  the  question  of  the 
two  Reserves,  namely,  which  expenditures 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  First  Reserve  and 
which  out  of  the  Second,  and  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  Government's  method  of 
division  was  correct  in  the  main.  He  then 
proceeded  to  explain  the  items  one  by  one,  but 
before  his  statement  was  finished,  the  President 
interrupted  him. 

Tiie  President  announced  that  he  had  been 
summoned  to  the  Palace  and  that  he  should 


Strict  Enforcement  doctrine,  he  thought  it  very  vacate  the  chair  in  favour  of  the  Vice-President 


probable  that  official  influence  had  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  Mr.  Abei's  election  and  had  pro 
ceeded  to  Fukushima  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigation. His  suspicions  had  been  confirmed. 
There  had  been  official  interference.  Mr. 
Tanaka  Sho,  a  man  of  exceptional  influence 
in  the  District,  had  proceeded  from  Yamanashi, 
where  he  was  serving  as  Chief  Tax  Collector,  to 
Fukushima,  and  had  exerted  his  great  interest 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Abei's  opponent.  (The 
speaker  adduced  lengthy  and  prolix  explana- 
tions of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  based  his 
belief  in  Mr.  Tanaka  having  rendered  aid  to 
the  rival  candidate,  but  nothing  could  have  been 
pettier  or  more  inconclusive  than  his  so-called 


Mr.  Moriya  resumed  his  report,  recommend 
ing  the  House  to  consent  to  the  various  expendi 
tures  included  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Node  Shozab  uro  took  exception  to  e 
sum  of  48,000  yen  (approximately) — which 
appeared  as  "travelling  expenses"  in  connec 
tion  with  the  last  general  election — being  in- 
cluded in  the  appropriations  from  the  Second 
Reserve,  and  based  his  objection  on  some 
remarks  made  by  the  Vice-Minister  of  Home 
Affairs,  but  Mr.  Moriya  explained  that  consider- 
able differences  of  opinion  existed  among  offi- 
cials themselves  with  regard  to  the  distinctive 
uses  of  the  First  and  Second  Reserves.  Very 
possibly  the  view  of  the  Vice-Minister  of  Home 
proofs.  Somebody  had  heard  somebody  m  an  Affairs  might  not  agree  exactly  with  that  of  the 
adjoining  room  of  an  inn  read  aloud  a  telegram  Minister  of  Finance,  but  the  Committee  had 
announcing    Mr.    Tanaka  s   mtended  visit  to  been  guided  chiefly  by  the  latter 

the  Fukushima  loca  paper  had  Mr.  Matsuda  Kichisaburo,  on  behalf  of  the 
published  the  fact  and  had  been  telegraphically  minority  of  tlle  Budget  Committee,  represented 
required  by  Mr.  Tanaka  to  insert  a  contradic-  a  report  opposed  to  that  of  Mr.Moriya  in  respect 
Hon,  the  celerity  of  Mr.  lanaka  s  disavowal 
being  in  itself  an  evidence  thai  officials  were  in 
collusion  with  him  ;  Mr.  Tanaka  himself  had 
attributed  his  visit  to  Fukushima  to  private 
business,  but  as  an  official  he  ought  not  to  have 
left  his  post  on  account  of  such  business,  and 
so  forth.) 

Mr.  Nakano  Buyei,  on  behalf  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  asked  permission  to  present  a  re- 
port on  a  Supplementary  Budget  for  granting 
a  sum  of  15,000  yen  yearly  for  a  period  of  five 
years  to  the  settlers  in  Chishima.  The  proposal 
had  its  origin  in  a  Representation  presented  to 
the  Government  by  the  House  of  Peers,  and  the 
Committee,  after  full  examination,  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  unless  a  measure  of  State 


of  two  items  of  expenditure  which,  in  the  mino- 
rity's opinion,  ought  to  have  been  defrayed  from 
the  First  Reserve,  not  from  the  Second. 

Mr.  Tajiri,  Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Finance, 
traversed  the  views  expressed  by  the  minority  of 
the  Committee.  He  admitted  that  much  room 
for  doubt  existed  as  to  the  classification  of  ex- 
penditures for  the  purpose  of  determining  which 
Reserve  they  should  be  paid  from,  but  he  ex- 
plained that  the  method  of  division  adopted  by 
the  Government  and  endorsed  by  the  majority 
of  the  Budget  Committee  seemed,  on  the  whole, 
the  most  rational. 

Several  members  spoke  at  some  length  with 
reference  to  this  point,  but  before  a  decision 
was  taken,  the  President  returned. 


The  PreHident-  -"  Gentlemen  : — As  I  announ- 
ced to  you  ashoillime  ago.  bring  summoned 
to  the  Palace,  I  proceeded  thither  and  received 
from  the  Minisier  of  the  Impnial  Household  a 
Message  from  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  which, 
in  view  ol  its  gieal  Importance,  I  wrote  down 
at  the  dictation  ol  the  Minister,  I  now  proceed 
to  read  it  to  yon  " : — 
We  shall  not  adopt  the  views  eon  tain  ad  in  the 

Address  presented  by  the   House  of  Represent- 

aiives.   A  wiiiien  communication  will  not  be 

made  with  reference  lO  the  Addic-ss. 

The  House  stood  during  the  delivery  of  this 
message. 

Mr.  Suzuki  Shigeto  said  that  as  His  Majesty 
had  declined  lo  adopt  the  House's  views,  nothing 
could  be  done.  But  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  the  affair,  he  moved  that  a  recess  he  taken 
for  purposes  of  mature  reflection. 

Mr.  Hoshi  Torn  asked  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  precise  purpose  of  taking  a  recess. 

Mr.  Suzuki — "For  what  purpose?  Because 
His  Majesty  does  not  adopt  the  Address." 

Mr.  Hoshi — "  We  have  already  received  His 
Majesty's  message.  What  do  you  contemplate 
doing  about  it  ?" 

Mr.  Suzuki — "His  Majesty  has  declined  to 
adopt  the  Address  prepared  by  this  House  after 
most  careful  deliberation.  Therefore  I  purpose 
that  we  take  time  to  give  the  matter  fuller  re- 
flection." 

The  President — "  I  have  already  announced 
the  result  of  my  summons  to  the  Palace.  I 
have  now  to  announce  the  receipt  of  an  Imperial 
Rescript." 

The  House  rose,  and  the  President  read  the 
following : — 

We,  in  accordance  with  the  7th  Article  of  the 
Constitution,  hereby  dissolve  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

This  announcement  threw  the  House  into 
great  confusion.  Some  members  cried  out 
that  graver  steps  must  be  taken.  Mr.  Shimoi- 
zaka  struck  his  desk  and  shouted  that  the  thing 
was  utterly  wrong.  Mr.  Awaya  Shinazo,  rising 
in  his  place,  taunted  the  members  with  having 
brought  the  trouble  upon  their  own  heads. 

The  House  rose  in  a  tumult  at  4.05  p.m. 


MONTHLY  SUMMARY  OF  THE  RE- 
LIGIOUS PRESS. 


No  one  engrossing  topic,  or  question  of  over- 
shadowing interest,  has  secured  the  attention 
generally  of  the  writers  of  the  native  Christian 
press  for  the  month  past.    If,  however,  we  were 
to  note  a  tendency  in  any  special  direction,  it 
would  be  toward  the  discovery  of  some  means 
by  'which  the  divergent  sects  of  Christianity 
might  bring  themselves  into  closer  co-operation. 
There  seems  to  be  a  growing  impatience  among 
writers  over  the  perpetuation  in  Japan  of  the 
historical  divisions  of  Christendom.    A  rather 
reproachful  tone  towards  the  foreign  mission 
representatives,  whose  influence  is  more  sec- 
tarian   than    evangelical,    appears   in  several 
of  the  current  periodicals.    For  the  rest,  the 
interpretation  of  Christianity  itself  is  noticeably 
less  and  less  related  to  doctrinal  speculations 
than  to  the  practical  efforts  of  the  fundamental 
social  laws  announced  in  the  Christian  gospels. 
Christianity  rather  as  a  social   redeemer  than 
as  a  means  of  salvation  from  an  eternal  doom 
for  the  soul,  is  evidently  becoming  characteristic 
in  Japanese  thought.    As  to  the  Buddhist  press 
of  the  month,  it  gives  evidence  ot  a  resolute 
purpose,  growing  stronger,  on  the  part  of  re- 
presentative  priests  and  politicians  to  nullify 
the  act  by  which  the  revolutionary  Government 
of  Japan  some  time  ago  practically  disestablish- 
ed Buddhism  as  a  State  Church.    How  for- 
midable this  purpose  will  become  can  not  be 
foreseen,  but  certainly  at  present,  relying  upon 
the  intense  nationalism  prevailing,  those  who 
hold  it,  advance  it  with  considerable  boldness 
and  assurance. 

* 

*  * 

Illustrative  of  what  we  have  said  of  the  Chris- 
tian press,  we  refer,  by  way  of  introduction,  to  an 
article  in  the  Kirisutokyo  Shimbun,  the  writer 
of  which  calls  attention  to  an  agitation  carried 
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wards  intersectanan 
of  the  agitation,  is 
times.     It  appears, 


on  now  in  some  American  religious  journals 
concerning  an  organic  union  in  America  of  the 
many  Christian  denominations.    Although,  he 
says,  no  intelligible  or  acceptable  plan  has  been 
proposed  for  such   union,  the  tendency  to- 
toleration,   growing  out 
a  welcome  sign  of  the 
indeed,  that    so  far  the 
Episcopalian  will  not  give  up  his  claims  for 
himself  as  having  the  true  form  of  church 
government,  nor  will  the  Baptist  yield  his  be- 
lief in  immersion  as  the  divinely  ordained  form 
of  baptism,  but  this  desire  for  a  general  union 
of  the  sects  of  Christendom  gives  ground  for 
hope  that  some  time  such  union  may  be  effect- 
ed.    The    writer    calls    upon    the  Japanese 
Churches  to  take  heed  of  this  growing  agitation 
in  the  Western  Churches,  and  to  learn  speedily 
for   themselves  the  lesson   it  carries.     In  a 
succeeding  issue  of  the  same  journal,  Mr.  Sugita 
Ushio,  speaking  of  "The  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
and  the  Missionary  Spirit,"  says  that  many 
plans  are  proposed  now-a-days  for  reviving  and 
strengthening  religious  life  and  work.  He  holds 
that  no  plan  can  be  successful   to  this  end, 
which  does  not  make  of  religion,  above  all  else, 
a  vital,  practical  power  in  society.    It  has  been 
claimed  that  a  chief  cause  of  religious  inert- 
ness and  decadence  lies  in  the  fact  that,  of  late, 
denominational  pride  and  ambition  have  greatly 
decreased.    But  this  is  a  badly  mistaken  claim, 
the  writer  thinks.     If  the  object  of  Christ  were 
only  the  establishment  of  a  Church,  then  the 
discussion  as  to  which  is  the  true  Church  is 
properly   of   dominant   importance.     But  if 
Christ's   purpose    was,    above   all   else,  the 
establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  upon 
earth,  then  sectarian  contests  are  unnecessary 
and  vain.    The  building  up  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  upon  earth  is,  of  course,  no  easily 
accomplished  work.    At  present,  Christians  are 
too  often  in  the  habit  of  commending  the  King 
dom  of  Heaven  to  others  while  they  remain, 
themselves  shut  up  in  their  own  little  domains. 
This  is  one  of  the  chief  means  for  bringing 
Christianity  into  contempt.    The  true  mission 
ary  spirit  will  not  only  aim  to  secure  prosperity 
for  the  separate  Churches,  but  will  seek  above 
all  the  establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
in  the  hearts  of  all  men.     That  was  the  mis- 
sionary method  of  Christ.  The  Fukuin  Shimpo, 
in  a  recent  number,  gives,  in  this  connection,  an 
interesting  article  on  "  Japanese  Missions."  The 
writer  thinks  that  co-operation  among  the  Christ- 
ians of  Japan  has  become  a  necessity,  in  order 
that  the  general  welfare  of  Christian  thought  and 
activity  may  be  promoted.    He  urges  the  hold- 
ing of  a  great  interdenominational  Conference 
of  all  the  Christians  of  the  Empire.    There  is 
no  insuperable  obstacle,  he  says,  to  gathering 
a  representative  assembly  from  all  the  denomi- 
nations of  the  country.    In  such  an  assembly 
such  questions  as  the  following  could  be  very 
properly  and  without  difficulty  brought  forward  : 
— 1 .  The  establishment  of  a  co-operative  Confer- 
ence, to  hold  annual  sessions.    In  such  Con- 
ference the  superintendents  of  the  missionary 
departments  of  all  the  sects  could  confer  and 
devise  co-operative  plans  for  their  mission  work. 
2.  Agreement  upon  the  main  principles  of  work 
by  observing  current  social  conditions  and  dis- 
cussing the  means  fit  to  apply  to  them.  3. 
Adopting  common  methods  for  contending  with 
materialism  and  allied  errors.    4.  Publishing, 
jointly  as  far  as  possible,  the  best  literary  pro- 
ductions, thus  gradually  establishing  in  Japan  a 
high  Christian  literature.    5.  Studying  the  di 
rections  and  methodsin  which  the  largest  possible 
effective  missionary  co-operation  may  be  secured. 
6.  Adjusting  or  guiding  the  mutual  relations  of 
foreign  and  home  Christians.  7.  Conveying  to  fo- 
reign Christians  full  and  clear  information  about 
missionary  matters  in  Japan.     There  may  be, 
continues  the  writer,  not  a  few  good  questions 
besides  these,  with  which  the  proposed  Confer- 
ence  might  deal.    At   any   rate  there  is  an 
urgent  necessity  for  the  calling  of  such  a  Con- 
ference.   Will  not  the  Christians  of  all  sects  in 
Japan  consider  carefully  this  proposition,  join 
with  us  in  our  wish  and  bring  about  the  desired 
end  ?  •      *  *  * 

"  Loyalty,  Patriotism,  and  Universal  Love,"  is 


the  title  of  an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Rikugo  Zasshi,  by  Mr.  I.  Ebina,  an  article  some- 
what connected  with  the  main  question  lyingback 
of  the  paper  just  summarized,  and  in  itself  note- 
worthy.   Patriotism  proceeds  from  loyalty  and 
universal  love  from  patriotism,  is  the  proposition 
with  whichMr.Ebinaintroduceshisthesis.  These 
three  virtues  are  all  the  effects  of  one  spirit. 
They  are  in  no  way  essentially  contradictory  of 
one  another.    Any  differences  among  them  are 
merely  consequences  of  the  degrees  in  their 
development.    Just  as  among  children  there  is 
struggle,  continued  until  they  come  to  the 
recognition  of  the  ultimate  identity  of  egoism 
and  altruism,  so  in  a  developing  people  there 
are  conflicts,  first  between  loyalty  and  patriotism 
and  then  between  patriotism  and  universal  love. 
Evidences  of  these  conflicts  can  be  easily  shown 
in  our  own  history.  They  point  out  the  successive 
stages  of  our  growth.    How  is  it  with  Christian- 
ity ?  In  the  Christian  Old  Testament  we  observe 
that  human  life  as  recorded  there  is  under  the 
sway  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  ;  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment universal  love  is  the  law  set  forth  for  man- 
kind. The  ancient  Jews  were  devoted  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  loyalty.  They  differed  from  the  people  of 
Japan  in  the  fact  that  their  loyalty  was  directed 
to  their  national  God.    Their  intense  patriotism 
was  shown  in  their  devotion  to  the  Messianic 
hope.    Jesus  Christ  wholly  ignored  the  politi- 
cal loyalty  and  patriotism  of  his  people  and 
concentrated  his  thought  and  acts  on  things 
spiritual.     The  same  characteristic  was  true  of 
Paul  also.    The  mental  vision  of  each  was  filled 
with  mankind  ;  they  were  blind  to  king  and 
state.    But  did  Christ  condemn  and  sacrifice 
loyally  and  patriotism  for  the  sake  of  the  de 
velopment  and  supremacy  of  universal  love  ? 
No  !     Political  conditions  were  against  his  ad- 
vocacy of  the  national  virtues.     The  power  of 
Rome  would  have  crushed  him  had  he  made 
loyalty  and  patriotism  his  theme.   Those  there 
fore  who  reject  Christianity  as  wanting  in  these 
virtues,  reject  it  blindly.     They  forget  the  con- 
dition affecting  the  Jewish  people  in  Christ's 
time.    Equally  in  error  too  are  those  who  try  to 
show,  by  quoting  fragmentary  sayings  from  the 
words  of  Jesus,  that  Christ  positively  taught 
these  virtues.    He  did  not  teach  them  ;  certainly 
not  explicitly.    Very  often,  it  is  true,  in  laying 
emphasis  upon  the  larger   truth,   men  have 
neglected  to  give  loyalty  and  patriotism  their 
rightful  honour.    The  fault  is  well  exemplified 
in  our  own  and  in  foreign  histories.  At  present 
in  our  own  country  foreign  missionaries,  es- 
pecially those  from  America,  preach  only  of  the 
gospel,  not  of  loyalty  and  patriotism.    They  do 
not  understand  what  these  virtues  are.  And 
besides,  so  much  engrossed  are  they  by  the 
sectarian  spirit  that  they  often  forget  univer- 
sal love  itself,  the  essence  of  their  message. 
But,  after  all,  those  of  us  who  now  see  clearly 
into  international   affairs,  can  not  deny  that 
most  necessary  to  the  existence  and  prosperity 
of  our  country,  is  the  prevalence  among  us  of 
the  law  of  universal  love.   We  Christians  there- 
fore in  order  to  bring  upon  this  land  the  sway 
of  universal  love  should  proceed  with  our  work 
in  imitation  of  Christ,  imitating  him  in  spirit 
however,  not  in  letter,  never  forgetting  that  the 
times  and  the  place  in  which  we  live  are  very 
different  from  Judea  and  the  time  of  Christ. 


lal  mood  is  dangerous  to  the  very  foundations 
of  Christianity.    If  once,  he  holds,  we  reject  the 
historical  testimony  concerning  Christ,  and  rely 
upon  faith,  speculation  and  subjective  experi- 
ence, our  Christianity  becomes  like  a  house 
built  upon  sand.    If  our  faith  would  be  well 
founded  and  strong,  we  must  leave  the  "  Ideal 
Christ  *'  and  return  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  And 
in  order  to  know  the  historical  Jesus  we  must 
first  investigate  critically  whatever  historical  ma- 
terials there  are  which  relate  to  Christianity,  and 
pass  judgment  upon  them  according  to  the  « 
standards  of  historical  science.    We  must  not 
therefore  restrict  ourselves  to  the  Four  Gospels. 
We  must  study  Jewish  history  and  literature ; 
understand  the  historical  Christianity  and  the 
primitive  meaning  of  the  Messianic  hope.  First, 
there  is  the  Old  Testament,  which  among  the 
books  which  Jesus  read  and  received  and  by 
which  he  was  influenced,  was  most  important. 
Then  the  Jewish  literature  which  came  into  be- 
ing in  the  four  hundred  years  elapsing  between 
the  completion  of  the  Old  Testament  and  the 
birth  of  Christ,  must  have  done  much  to  in- 
fluence the  mind  of  Christ.    The  Apocryphal 
literature  deserves  deep  study  for  this  reason. 
This  much  for  a  summary  of  the  opening  of  Mr. 
Murai's  suggestive  essay.    We  may  follow  it  in 
its  future  installments  to  see  whither  the  writer 
would  lead  his  readers. 


*  # 

Mr.  Tishi  Murai,  in  another  number  of  the 
Rikugo  Zasshi,  begins  a  series  of  papers  on  the 
"Historical  Investigation  of  the  Teachings  of 
Christ."  This  first  installment  is  symptomatic 
of  the  general  nationalizing  drift  of  Japanese 
Christianity.  Quoting  the  words  of  the  author 
of  a  newly  published  work,  "  Regni  Evangel- 
ium,"  and  passages  from  Dr.  James  Martineau's 
works,  showing  the  increasing  tendency  among 
Christians  to  know  all  that  can  be  known  of  the 
historical  Christ,  the  writer  proposes  to  exhibit 
the  method,  order  and  materials  for  a  study  of 
the  teachings  of  Christ.  He  sets  out  by  saying, 
that  perhaps  some  will  object  to  his  venture.  It 
may  be  asserted  indeed,  by  some,  that  to  know 
Christ  truly  we  have  only  to  put  ourselves  in  con- 
tact with  the  "living  Christ  "as  did  Paul,  when 
he  declared  "  that  he  should  no  longer  know 
Christ  after  the  flesh."   To  Mr.  Murai  this  men- 


Among  minor  articles  we  observe  an  appeal 
in  the  Gokyo  to  Christians  to  pay  more  attention 
than  they  do  to  the  divine  attribute  of  justice. 
Modern  Christians  think  too  much  of  the  all 
loving   Fatherhood   of  God.    This  devotion 
tends  towards  laxness  of  feeling  and  indifference 
in  life.    Some  of  the  Old  Testament  rigour  is 
needed  in  the  present  Christian  faith.  The  editor 
urges  upon  the  Churches  the  duty  of  saving 
their  fellowmen  from  this  life's  miseries.  The 
poor,  sick  and  miserable  members  of  society 
should  be  the  especial  care  of  Christians.  The 
doctrines  of  love  and  brotherhood  should  re- 
deem mankind  for  this  world.    He  commends 
the  present  work  of  the  Episcopalians  among  the 
Eta.    A  hundred  empty  words  are  inferior  to 
one  true  deed.    This  mission  to  the  outcast  is 
all  the  more  to  be  praised,  as  it  was  hardly  to 
be  looked  for  in  the  direction  whence  it  has 
come.   It  is  a  sort  of  new  Salvation  Army.  The 
Kirisutokyo  Shimbun  calls  for  a  real  spiritual 
reformation  in  society.    All  measures  for  social 
amelioration  are  in  vain  which  merely  deal 
with  wrongs  at   the   surface.    Limitation  of 
labourers'  hours,  emancipation  of  slaves,  feeding 
the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  etc.,  are  profitless 
benefactions  unless  a  deeper  good  is  being  done 
at  the  same  time.    At  present  it  is  not  so  much 
a  question  of  food,  clothing,  and  rest,  as  of  the 
inner  humanity  of  men.    Those  are  really  the 
ideal  dreamers  who  plan  for  the  mere  material 
betterment  of  society,  for  changes  in  industrial 
methods,    for   the    realization    of  socialistic 
schemes.    We  need  reformers  of  the  spirit, 
— men  who  can  say,  "  Silver  and  gold  have 
I  none  ;  but  such  as  I  have  give  I  unto  thee. 
In  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  I  bid  thee 
arise."    The  dedication  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Building  in  Kanda,  Tokyo, 
awakens  great  hope  for  the  future  welfare  of 
Japan's  youth,  and  is  a  new  ground  for  believ- 
ing that  the  union  of  Japanese  Churches  is 
coming,  so  thinks  a  writer  in  the  journal  just 
quoted  from.    The  members  of  the  Association 
are  urged  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
social  problems  of  the  country  and  to  the  perils 
which  attend  its  young  men.    The  proposed 
visit  of  the  American  Evangelist  Moody  to 
Japan  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  national 
revival  movement  meets  with  some  criticism  in 
the  Kirisutokyo  Shimbun.    He  is  spoken  of  as 
one  who  "  expresses  the  facts  of  faiths  in  the 
terms  of  the  old  theology."  Some  persons  there- 
fore think  that  with  his  coming  the  old  theology 
will  be  revived.    But  they  are  greatly  mistaken 
says  the  writer,  Mr.  Mashino  Ekko.  Even  were 
Calvin  or  Edwards  to  come  among  us  the  old 
theology  could  not  be  restored.  That  is  evident. 
If  the  object  in  sending  for  Mr.  Moody  is  to 
clear  away  the  intellectual  disorder  of  our  people 
the  purpose  will  miscarry ;  he  is  not  the  right 
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man  for  that  work.  Yet  the  coming  of  Mr. 
Moody  will  not  l>e  without  some  good  results. 
He  will  help  to  show  clearly  thai  the  essence  of 
Christianity  is  spirituality.  For  this  reason  there 
was  a  practical  unanimity  in  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Congregational  Churches  recently 
held  at  Kobe,  over  the  proposition  to  call  Mr. 
Moody  to  Japan. 

* 

,„  *  * 

I  urning  to  the  current  Buddhist  press  we 
enter  an  intellectual  atmosphere  wholly  different 
from  that  which  has  been  hitherto  around  us.  For 
example,  in  the  Tensoku  Mr.Inouye  Enrio  would 
compel  the  attention  of  Government  and  people 
to  the  following  radical  proposition  for  the  re- 
ligious improvement  of  Japan.    Social  welfare, 
he  says,  it  is  generally  agreed,  depends  upon 
religious  progress.    But  how  shall  religious 
progress  in  this  country  now  be  secured  ?  At 
present  it  is  wholly  neglected.    Let  the  know- 
ledge and  virtue  of  the  priests  be  advanced, 
he  answers.     Our  priests  are  inferior  now  in 
these  excellences  to  the  common  people.  But 
who  shall  do  this  needed  work.    The  priests 
themselves  are  powerless ;  the  temples  are  too 
poor  to  educate  them.    People  generally  will 
not  undertake  the  WGrk.    Other  interests  than 
those  of  religion  engage  them.    The  Govern 
ment  must  be  depended  upon  to  come  to  our  aid. 
But  in  doing  this  will  not  the  object  of  the 
separation  of  Church  and  State  be  defeated,  and 
may  not  political  disturbances  thereby  be  gene- 
rated which  will  affect  our  foreign  relations  ? 
Not  so,  if  the  Government  does  not  interfere  with 
matters  of  belief,  but  seeks  to  develop  only  that 
side  of  religion  which  assures  the  maintenance  of 
social  order.  Our  proposition  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  establish  a  theological  department 
in  the  Imperial  University.  The  university  should 
have  such  a  department.    All  European  institu- 
tions of  the  kind  have  theological  seminaries. 
In  such  a  department  our  national  religions, 
Buddhism  and  Shintoism,  should  be  taught  and 
not  Christianity.    As  in  the  German  States,  for 
example,  where  Roman  Catholics  are  in  the 
majority,  there  are  Catholic  departments  in  the 
Universities,  and  vice  versa  in  those  States 
where  the  Protestants  prevail,  so,  in  Japan 
where  Buddhists   and   Shintoists  are  in  the 
majority,  it  can  not  be  out  of  place  to  pro- 
vide only  for  Buddhists   and   Shintoists  in 
our  university  theological  course.    Or,  let  one 
university  be  established  by  uniting  in  it  all 
the  Buddhist  sects  and  place  this  institution 
under  government  superintendence.    Or,  let 
commissions  to  become  master  priests  of  the 
temples  be  given  only  to  those  students  who 
have  obtained  certificates  from  public  or  private 
schools  recognized  by  the  Government,  or  from 
examining  commissions  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment.   This  question  will  certainly  become 
a  parliamentary  matter  in  the  near  future.  At 
present  we  call  to  it  the  attention  of  Government 
and  the  people.    The  Bukkyo  offers  its  readers 
quite  a  remarkable  editorial  on  the  religions 
problem.    Having  discussed  the  necessity  of 
religion  to  human  welfare,  the  writer  asks  how 
shall  one  choose  the  right  religion  among  the 
many  now  existent.    Only  that  religion  which 
corresponds  to  truth  deserves  our  allegiance,  he 
answers.    Above  all  else  we  must  ask  of  a  re- 
ligion, is  it  true?    This  is  first  and  essential. 
Compared  with  this,  considerations  of  morality 
and  nationality  are  trifling.    If  a  religion  is  true, 
let  it  conform  to  national  tradition  or  not,  we 
must  accept  it.    National  tradition   which  is 
not  true  will  not  support  a  nationality.    If,  too, 
a  religion  is  not  true,  whatever  its  morality, 
we  should  not  adopt  it.    Morality  which  is 
not  supported  by  the  truth  is  not  a  healthful 
morality.    Japanese  Buddhists  attack  Chris- 
tianity, declaring  that  it  does  not  harmonize 
with  their  nationality.  Christians,  on  the  contrary, 
assail  Buddhism,  asserting  that  it  has  not  the 
power  needed  to  lead  social  morality  onward. 
Both  Buddhists  and  Christians  in  taking  these 
attitudes,  mistake  what  is  unessential  for  that 
which  is  necessary.    We  therefore  offer  to  all, 
this  as  our  counsel : — do  not  ignore  the  ques- 
tion of  truth  in  discussing  religion,  on  the 
ground  that  religion  is  not  philosophy,  and  do 
not  ignore  this  question  on  the  plea  that  ab- 


solute truth  can  never  be  known  by  the  human 
mind.    Criticising  an  article  in  the  Jtyu  Kin 
sutokyo  on  the  "  Harmony  of  Christianity  with 
Society,"  the  Buddhist  Daido  Shimpo  quotes 
from  the  article  a  passage  which  commends 
acquiescence   on    the    part   of   Christians  in 
Japanese  customs  that  are  deep  rooted  and 
even  sacred   in  social  life,  although  inward- 
ly faith  has  taken  another  direction.  Upon 
this  the  Buddhist  writer  grows  vehement  and 
declares  angrily  of  the  Christians,  that  "  With 
snch  mood  they  worship  at  the    temples  of 
the  Imperial  Ancestors.    With  such  mood  they 
worship  the  Imperial  Image.     In  this  insin 
eerily  they  hear  the  Imperial  Rescripts.  In 
doing  these  things  they  may  be  faithful  to  their 
God,  but  they  are  recreant  to  their  Emperor. 
How  can  they  say  that  their  Christianity  is  not 
antagonistic  and  disloyal  to  this  nation  ?    Alas  ! 
The  great  danger  for  this  Imperial  land  lies 
not  in  foreign  countries  but  in  its  own  accursed 
heathen."    The  attempted  reconciliation  of  the 
hostile  factions  of  the  Sodo  sect  has  failed. 
There  remains  now  only  an  appeal  to  the  Mini- 
ster of  Home  Affairs.    Great  regret  over  this 
disgraceful  quarrel  is  felt,  so  says  the  Denio,  and 
it  surmises  that  a  legal  prosecution  of  the  High 
Priest  of  Eiheiji  will  take  place,  followed  by  the 
issue  of  ordinances  affecting  each  faction.  In 
the  Miisugon  Kyoho  there  is  a  good  eassy  on  the 
present  condition  of  Buddhism.    The  writer 
says  that  Buddhism  is  probably  entering  its 
scholastic  age.    It  has  related  itself  to  Western 
philosophy  much  as  Christianity  once  was  re- 
lated to  the  philosophy  of  Greece;  it  is  seek- 
ing to  interpret  religion  by  philosophy.  When 
the  mediaeval  Christian  theologians  failed  to 
interpret  their   religion  by  the  ancient  phi- 
losophy they  changed  their  tactics  and  de- 
clared that  religion  stands  above  the  human 
reason.    Probably  the  Buddhists  will  do  like- 
wise.   This  is  all  wrong,  concludes  the  writer. 
The  only  true  method  for  the  study  of  the  faith 
is  that  of  history.    By  historical  investigation 
the  religion  of  the  Buddha  must  be  confirmed 
or  set  aside. 


MR.  SHIMADA  SABURO  AND  THE 
"  JAPAN  MAIL!' 


The  following  correspondence  has  taken 
place  with  reference  to  a  speech  delivered  by 
Mr.  Shimada  Saburo  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : — 
To  Shimada  Saburo,  Esq.,  M.P.,  &c,  &c. 
Japan  Mail  Office,  No.  51,  Yokohama, 
May  21st,  1894. 
Sir,— In  a  speech  delivered  by  yon  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  191I1  instant,  and  report- 
ed stenograpliically  in  the  Official  Gazette,  you 
made  use  of  ilie  words  :— "  That  paper  (the  Japan 
Mail)  with  poisoned  pen  published  to  all  foreign 
countries  the  intelligence  that  the  whole  of  Japan- 
ese Society  had  reverted  to  a  mood  of  isolation." 
You  then  pointed  out  that  rumours  of  the  pre- 
valence of  anti-foreign  sentiment  in  Japan  were 
circulated  in  England  more  than  in  any  other 
country  of  the  West,  and  you  alleged  as  the  reason 
of  that  distinction  that  in  the  English  language 
alone  was  there  published  in  Yokohama  an  "  organ 
ventilating  such  poisonous  views,"  other  countries 
obtaining  their  intelligence  through  the  ordinary 
channels.  This  difference  between  England  and 
the  rest  of  the  Occident  was  strongly  emphasized 
by  you,for,ina  subsequent  part  of  your  speech,  you 
are  reported  as  saying  :— "  If  it  was  to  be  infei  red 
that  because  the  House  of  Representatives  dis- 
cussed theStiict  Enforcement  Bill  Japan  abounded 
in  anti-foreign  feeling  and  in  the  sentiment  of  iso- 
lation, why  was  not  the  fact  published  in  the 
journals  of  America  and  other  countries,  and 
why  should  it  have  appeared  specially  in  the 
papers  of  England  ?  Gentlemen,  you  must  all 
have  observed  that  such  was  the  case.  What 
is  the  reason  ?  The  reason  is  that  the  Japan 
Mail  is  the  Government  organ  !"  You  then  pro- 
ceeded to  allege  that  the  Japan  Mail  was  made 
to  spread  intelligence  calculated  to  injure  Japan's 
fair  fame  and  to  create  an  impression  that  the 
country  had  become  anti-foreign  and  desirous  of 
reverting  to  a  state  of  isolation. 

Having  regard  to  the  explicilness  of  the  langu- 
age attributed  to  you,  and  observing  that  you 
repeatedly  mentioned  the  Japan  Mail  by  name,  I 
am  precluded  from  supposing  that  you  intended 


to  allude  to  h  different  newspaper.  Oil  the 
other  hand,  since  it  would  have  been  impossible 

to  misrepresent  the  Japan  Mail  mot*  gtossiy  tli«n 
you  are  reported  •«  having  misrepresented  It,  I 
ant  constrained  to  inquire  wliethai  youi  reference 

was  really  to  that  journal.     It  is  notorious  thai 
the  Japan  Mail  has  always  resolutely  COmbfttted 
the  idea  of  any  sei  ions  1  eci  udescence  of  anli-fni  eign 
feeling  in  Japan.     It  is  notonoiis  that  the  Japan 
Mail  Uns  III  variably  denied  the  existence  of  any 
wide-spiead  agitation  against   Mixed  Residence. 
It  is  notoiious  that  the  occasional  outi  ages  com- 
mitted   by    Japanese    against     foreigners  have 
uniformly  been   attributed   by  the  Japan  Mail, 
not  to  hatted  of  foieigneis,  bill  melely  to  a  mis- 
directed spiiit  of  self  asseition.     It  is  notorious 
that    the   Japan    Mail    has    unchangeably  de- 
scribed the  g.eat  bulk  of  the  Japanese  nation  as 
thoroughly  friendly  to  foreigners  and  ieady  to 
welcome  them   eveiy where.     It  is  notoiious  that 
the  Japan  Mail  opposed  the  Strict  Enforcement 
movement,  not  on  the  giound  that  it  betrayed  gene- 
tal  anti-foreign  sentiment,  hut  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  convey  to  foreignet  s  a  false  impi  ession  of  the 
existence  of  such  sentiment.     It  is  notor  ious  that 
the  Japan  Mail,  having  been  from  fhst  to  last 
convinced  of  the  truth  amply  demonstrated  by 
recent  proceedings  in  the  present  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, namely,  that  Japan  is  only  too  anxious 
to  shake  off  her  humiliating  semi-isolation  and 
that  she  entertains  no  repugnance  whatever  to  close 
contact  with  foreigners— it   is  notorious   that  the 
Japan  Mail,  entertaining  these  views,  has  steadily 
upheld  Japan's  fair  fame  and  steadily  defended 
her  against  false  chatges  of  illiberality  and  inter- 
national conservatism.    All  these  things  are  noto- 
rious.   During  the  past  fourteen  years  the  Japan 
Mail  has   been   unwavering  and   uniform   in  its 
ffottsto  raise  Japan  to  the  place  she  is  entitled  to 
hold  in  Occidental  estimation,  not  solely  because 
justice  imposes  such  a  rdle  upon   any  conscien- 
tious journalist,    but  because  the    editor  of  the 
Japan  Mail  bel  ieves  that  the  true  interests  of  his 
own  country  in  this  part  of  the  Orient  would  be 
best  consulted  by  cultivating  Japan's  friendship.  It 
is  wholly  impossible  that  any  reader  of  the  Japan 
Mail  could  err  about  its  views  on  such  cardinal 
subjects.    But  you,  Sir,  have  publicly  attributed  to 
it  views  of  precisely  the  opposite  character.  You* 
have  represented  it  as  seeking  to  blacken  Japan's 
reputation  ;  as  slandering  her  people  ;  as  accusing 
them  of  semi-barbarous  antipathy  to  foreigners'; 
as  charging  them  with  a  desire  to  revert  to  the 
isolation  of  former  times  ;  and  as  devoting  itself,  at 
the  bidding  of  the  Government  of  Japan,  to  cruelly 
traducing  the  people  of  Japan  and  unscrupulously 
endeavouring  to  prejudice  for  eigners  against  them. 
With  the  crimes  that  you  lay  on  the  shoulders  of 
your  own  statesmen  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but  with 
your  libels  upon  the  Japan  Mail  I  am  intimately 
concerned  as  its  editor  and  pi  opt  ietot .  You  at  e  the 
pat  liamentary  leader  of  a  great  political  party.  You 
occupy,  both  among  your  own  countrymen  and 
among  foreigners,  a  high  reputation.    Your  voice 
is  constantly  heard  on  public  occasions  and  is  al- 
ways listened  to  with  respect  and  attention.  Fiom 
the  rostrum  of  the  House  of  Representatives  you 
have  now  preferred  a  series  of  the  most  emphatic 
and  unequivocal    charges   against    the  Japan 
Mail.    I  therefore  ask  you,  in  the  name  of  truth 
and  justice,  to  adduce,  from  the  leading  columns 
of   the  Japan   Mail   dining  the    past  foutteen 
years,  a  single  at  tide,  nay,  a  single  paragraph, 
justifying  so  much  as  one  of  the  charges  you  have 
openly  made.    I  can  scatcely  imagine  that  you 
are  without  supposed    means  of  substantiating 
accusations  so  serious,  but  as  you  possibly  may 
not  have  kept  a  record  of  the  utterances  upon 
which  your  indictment  of  the  Japan  Mail  is  based, 
I  shall  be  pleased,  if  you  so  desire,  to  place  at 
your  disposal  the  files  of  that  journal  for  every  day 
since  January  1st  i88r,  ami  if  you  can  find  thetei.i 
a  single  editorial  atltcle  or  even  a  single  editorial 
paragraph,  warranting  the  allegations  made  by 
you  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  19th 
instant,  I  shall  be  content  to  believe  llwt  you  had 
some    ground   for  your    extraordinary  delusion. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  fail  to  find  such  an 
article  or  such  a  paragraph,  I  shall  have  the  right 
to  demand  that  you  publicly  and  unreservedly 
withdraw  your  false  allegations. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  BRINKLEY, 
Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the 
*'  Japan  Mail." 

MR.  SHIMADA  SABURO  AND  STRICT 
TREATY  ENFORCEMENT. 

(translation). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  dated  May  21st  of  the  27th  of  Meiji.    In  a 
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speech  criticising  tlie  foreign  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, wliicli  I  delivered  in  the  House  of  Represent 
atives  on  the  19th  instant,  I  made  a  statement  to 
the  effect  that  the  Japan  Mail,  of  which  yon  are 
proprietor  and  editor,  had  published  articles  cal- 
culated to  produce  upon  the  foreign  public  false 
impressions  as  to  the  slate  of  things  in  our  601111- 
tiy.  You  now  traverse  the  truth  of  that  stale 
menl,  and  calf  upon  me  either  to  produce  evidence 
in  support  of  my  allegation,  or,  failing  such 
evidence,  10  make  a  public  withdrawal  of  the 
statement. 

In  the  above  mentioned  speech,  alluding  to  the 
subject  of  foreign  coi  respondence,  I  had  occasion  to 
slate  that,  through  its  newspaper  organs  and  its 
foieign  conespondents,  the  Government  had  tried 
to  create  an  impiession  among  foreign  nations  that 
a  revival  of  the  old  anti-foreign  spirit  was  taking 
place  in  this  empire,  whereas,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
nation  has  always  been  in  favour  of  opening  the 
country.  I  further  slated  that,  under  the  ciicum 
stances,  the  Government  alone  was  responsible  foi 
having  instigated  the  erroneous  notion  now  pie- 
vailing  among  foreigners  about  the  revival  of  anti- 
foreign  sentiment.  And  I  again  declared  that 
your  paper,  the  Japan  Mail,  which  enjoys  a  sub- 
sidy fiom  the  Government,  was  the  organ  through 
which  the  above  mentioned  policy  of  misrepresen- 
tation was  canied  out  by  the  Cabinet. 

You  tell  me  that  you  have  devoted  your 
columns  during  these  ten  years  and  upwards  to 
representing  Japanese  civilization  in  a  favotnable 
light.  But  at  the  time  of,  and  both  previous  and 
subsequent  to,  the  introduction  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  last  year,  of  the  Repi estntation 
on  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties,  you  spared 
no  pains  to  condemn  that  Representation  as  being 
opposed  to  the  progressive  policy  of  opening  the 
country  and  inspired  by  sentiments  antagonistic 
to  Mixed  Residence.  This  may  be  illustrated  by 
reference  to  your  paper  at  the  time,  to  your  lead- 
ing articles,  lo  your  edilerial  notes,  and  to  your 
translations  from  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  a 
paper,  be  it  lemarked,  which,  in  its  nature,  is 
the  same  as  yours.  It  would  be  too  much  to 
adduce  each  particular  article,  but  I  may  men- 
tion as  typical  illustrations  the  following:—- 
"Dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives" 
(Weekly  Mail,  January  6th,  1894),  "  The  Jiyu-to 
and  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Treaties"  {ibid), 
and  "The  Originator  of  the  Strict  Enforcement 
Movement"  ( Weekly  Mail,  January  27th,  1894). 
Whether  you  are  really  mistaken  about  the  true 
nature  of  the  doctrine  of  Strict  Enforcement,  or 
whether  you  wittingly  misrepresent  it  as  actuated 
by  anti-foreign  sentiments,  simply  because  you  are 
a  friend  of  the  Government  or  because  your 
paper  is  an  official  oigan,  it  is  a  fact  that 
you  do  speak  of  that  doctrine  as  though  it  were 
another  form  of  the  old  spirit  of  exclusion.  1  and 
my!political  friends  have  long  since  publicly  com- 
mitted ourselves  to  the  policy  of  throwing  open 
the  country  for  Mixed  Residence,  and  it  is  our 
firm  belief  that  we  have  never  altered  our  atti- 
tude on  the  subject.  But  I  hold  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  open  to  a  chaige  of  negligence  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  treaty  stipulations  regarding 
Mixed  Residence  and  trade  in  the  interior. 
Neither  Mixed  Residence  nor  Hade  in  the  interior 
is  allowed  by  the  Treaties.  But  practically,  out  of 
personal  considerations,  the  pi  ivilege  of  Mixed 
Residence  is  enjoyed  by  foreigners,  who,  as  the 
consequence  of  long  habit,  have  come  lo  imagine 
that  they  enjoy  this  privilege,  not  as  a  special 
favour  of  Japan,  but  as  part  of  their  rights.  In 
consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  foreigners  of 
the  lower  classes  very  often  commit  illegal  acts, 
but  the  Government  knowingly  condones  such  acts 
and  takes  no  notice  of  them.  As  to  trade  in  the 
interior,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  but  just  that  that  pri- 
vilege should  he  withheld  from  foreigners,  until 
the  treaty  shall  have  been  revised  in  that  sense 
in  return  for  some  adequate  compensation.  I 
am,  therefore,  discontented  with  the  Govern- 
ment's connivance  at  foreigners  engaging  in  Hade 
in  the  interior,  without  pi  oper  compensation  being 
obtained  in  return  for  that  liberty.  Nor  do  I  ap- 
prove the  Government's  conduct  in  condemning 
any  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject  as  cal- 
culated to  impair  the  goodwill  of  foreigners,  and 
in  stigmatising  as  anti-foreign  any  person  daring 
to  utter  independent  views  on  this  question. 

That  a  small  section  of  the  advocates  of  Strict 
Treaty  Enforcement  are  opposed  to  the  immediate 
opening  of  the  country  for  Mixed  Residence,  I  do 
not  seek  to  deny.  (Even  persons  of  that  class  are 
not  absolutely  opposed  to  Mixed  Residence,  but 
they  insist  upon  the  postponement  of  the  opening  of 
the  interior  until  all  necessary  preparations  for 
such  a  step  shall  have  been  completed.  It  is  only  a 
question  of  lime.  It  is  unjust  lo  call  them  opponents 
of  Mixed  Residence,  and  slill  more  so  to  charac- 
terise litem  as  being  imbued  with  anti-foreign 
sentiments.;  That  the  movement  for  Strict  Treaty 


Enforcement  is  so  popular  thoughout  the  country 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  men  who 
advocate  this  doctrine  from  the  same  standpoint 
as  myself.  To  the  same  cause  is  to  be  ascribed 
not  only  the  ciicumstauce  that  the  doctrine  of 
Strict  Enforcement  commanded  a  majority  in  the 
last  House  of  Representatives,  but  also  the  colli- 
sion between  the  Govei  nment  and  the  Diet  toward 
the  end  of  last  year.  It  was  then  an  unwarrantable 
assumption  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  de- 
claiethis  doctrine  opposed  to  the  national  policy 
of  opening  the  country,  for  the  reverse  of  such  a 
policy  is  that  of  seclusion.  Taking  the  same  view 
of  the  matter  as  the  Government,  you  denounced 
the  advocates  of  Strict  Enfoi  cement  as  being  anti- 
foreign,  and  in  so  doing  you  did  an  injustice  lo 
this  nation.  The  readers  of  your  paper  in  foieign 
countries  must  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
doctrine  of  opening  the  country,  which  was  so 
popular  in  this  Empire  a  few  years  ago,  had  been 
replaced  by  a  revival  of  the  old  anti-foreign  spit  it 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  majority  in  the  Imperial 
Diel  were  infected  with  anti-foreign  sentiments. 
Such  a  belief  is  entirely  erroneous,  being  the 
lesult  of  a  misrepresentation  of  facts.  That  more 
incorrect  reports  on  this  topic  have  been  cii cil- 
iated in  England  than  either  in  America  or  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  may  in  part  be  asciibed  to 
the  fact  that  the  Japan  Mail  has  more  readers  in 
England  than  anywhere  else  outside  Japan. 

That  your  paper  is  the  organ  of  the  Government 
is  the  belief  of  not  only  myself  but  of  a  majority 
of  my  countrymen.  It  is  also  the  belief  of  many 
Japanese  lliat,  beside  yourself,  theie  are  other 
toieigners  engaged  in  the  woik  of  writing  to 
journals  abroad  in  the  interests  of  ihe  Japanese 
Government.  My  speech  refei  red  not  only  to 
the  Japan  Mail  but  to  other  conespondents  at- 
tached to  the  Government.  You  say  that  you 
have  favourably  represented  Japanese  affairs  for 
more  than  ten  years,  but,  in  my  opinion,  you 
might  have  said  with  more  justice  lhat  you 
have  always  written  and  argued  in  the  intei  ests 
of  the  Japanese  Government.  On  questions 
about  which  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  your 
paper  has  been  found  to  publish  articles  and  notes 
in  which  the  former's  side  is  taken  in  preference  lo 
the  latter's.  Your  criticisms  of  the  doctrine  of 
Strict  Enforcement  are  an  instance  of  that  kind. 

I  stated  in  my  speech  that  the  Japan  Mail  is  a 
partisan  journal  enjoying  the  patronage  of  the 
Govei  nment.  Since  you  make  no  reference  in 
your  letter  to  that  topic,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
conclude  that  you  admii  the  fact.  It  is,  then,  but 
natural  that  the  Japan  Mail,  as  an  official  organ, 
should  misrepresent  the  opinions  of  the  people, 
whenever  there  is  a  difference  of  view  between  Ihe 
latter  and  the  Government. 
Yours  respectfully, 

SHIMADA  SABURO. 

May  26th,  the  27th  of  Meij'i. 

P.S. — Having  been  excessively  busy  during  the 
present  week,  I  have  not  been  able  to  offer  an 
answer  to  your  letter  as  promptly  as  I  would  other- 
wise have  done. 


To  Shimada  Saburo,  Esq.,  M.P.,  &c,  &c. 
Japan  Mail  Office,  No.  51,  Yokohama, 
May  31st,  1894. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 26th  inst. 
in  reply  lo  mine  of  the  21st.  I  beg  to  express 
my  acknowledgments  of  the  care  that  you  have 
taken  in  explaining  your  position  and  elabotating 
your  reasons  for  holding  it. 

In  the  statement  now  made  by  you,  I  find  that 
you  employ  terms  somewhat  less  sweeping  than 
those  contained  in  your  speech  of  the  19th  instant. 
But  as  your  speech  alone  is  in  question,  I  must  be 
permitted  lo  iccall  the„fact  lhat  in  that  speech  you 
denounced  the  Japan  Mail  as  a  paper  which  "  with 
poisoned  pen  had  published  to  all  foreign  countries 
the  intelligence  that  the  whole  of  Japanese  Society 
had  reveited  to  a  mood  of  isolation  ;  "  lhat,  further, 
analysing  the  effect  produced  by  "  an  organ 
ventilating  such  poisonous  views,"  you  placed 
upon  the  Jvpan  Mail  Ihe  responsibility  of  having 
misled  England  to  entertain,  above  all  other 
Western  countries,  a  belief  in  the  prevalence  of 
anti-foreign  sentiment  in  Japan  ;  that  you  charged 
the  Japan  Mail  with  misrepresenting  Japan  as 
"abounding"  in  anti-foreign  feeling  and  in  the 
sentiment  of  isolation  because  a  Bill  providing  for 
strict  enforcement  of  the  Treaties  seemed  likely  to 
be  endorsed  by  the  House  of  Representatives; 
and,  finally,  that  you  accused  the  Japan  Mail  of 
circulating  the  above  falsehoods  at  the  instance  of 
the  Japanese  Government.  It  is,  perhaps,  un- 
necessary for  me  to  recapitulate  these  allegations 
because  they  are  plainly  set  forth  in  my  former 
letter  and  implicitly  admitted  by  you  as  a  correct 
resume  of  your  speech,  and  because,  further,  in 


vour  reply  you  re-affirm  your  contention  that  "  the 
Japan  Mail,  which  "  enjoys  a  subsidy  from  the 
Government,"  was  the  medium  through  which  the 
above-mentioned  policy  of  misrepresentation  was 
canied  out  by  the  Cabinet. 

The  points  of  contention  being  thus  clearly,  en- 
unciated, I  proceed  to  discuss  them  briefly. 

In  the  first  place,  has  the  Japan  Mail  published 
to  foreign  countries  the  intelligence  that  "  the 
whole  of  Japanese  Society  has  revei  ted  to  a  mood 
of  isolation,"  audthat  anti-foreign  feeling  abounds 
in  the  country  ?  The  simplest  and  most  convinc- 
ing method  of  answering  this  question  is  by  direct 
quotation  from  live  colums  of  the  Japan  Mail. 

In  a  leading  article,  headed  "  Anti-Mixed  Re- 
sidence," published  in  the  Japan  Weekly  Mail  of 
May  131I1,  1893,  the  following  passages  occur: — 
"The  anli-mixed-residence  movement  is  now 
a  topic  of  some  interest  in  Tokyo.  Under  the 
name  of  hinaichi  eakkyoron,  or  more  briefly 
hitakkyo  ron,  it  is  discussed  much  as  other, pass- 
ing phantasies  of  the  moment  have  been  discuss- 
ed at  other  seasons.  In  official  circles  very  little 
importance  is  attached  to  it.  Intelligent  folks  re- 
gard it  partly  as  a  plank  in  a  political  platform, 
partly  as  a  remnant  of  pure  conservatism,  and 
partly  as  a  reflection  of  the  exclusive  sentiment 
gradually  gaining  ground  in  Western  lands- 
When  Americans  in  the  United  Slates  and 
Englishmen  in  Australia  enact  laws  to  exclude 
Chinese,  and  threaten  lo  proceed  similarly  with 
regard  to  Japanese  ;  when  Russia  expels  Jews, 
and  when,  even  in  England,  hitherto  the  hotel  of 
all  nationalities,  there  is  talk  heard  of  setting 
limits  to  the  immigration  of  aliens,  we  can- 
not greatly  wonder  that  a  few  Japanese  should 
move  in  the  same  direction.  There  is  no 
occasion  to  feel  the  slightest  uneasiness  about 
the  retrogressive  agitation  of  that  leader  of 
soshi,  Mr.  Oi  Kentaro,  even  though  he  has 
gained  the  support  of  a  University  Professor,  an 
ex-Minister  of  Slate,  and  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council.  The  spirit  of  the  time  and  the  senti- 
ment of  the  nation  are  totally  opposed  to  him." 

In  an  editorial  note,  headed  "The  Hi-naichi- 
zakkyo  Folks,"  published  in  the  Japan  Weekly 
Mail  of  July  22nd,  1893,  the  following  reference  lo 
he  anti-mixed-residence  politicians  is  made:  — 
"  We  cannot  see  how  any  prospect  of  effecting 
anything  lies  before  this  little  band  of  agitators. 
The  Kaishin-to  are  pledged  to  oppose  them  ;  the 
Jiyuto  have  taken  the  complete  opening  of  the 
country  as  a  principal  plank  in  their  platform  ; 
and  the  people  at  large  must  see  that  Japan  can 
not  adopt  a  policy  of  isolation  except  on  condition 
of  abandoning  her  claim  to  be  treated  as  an  equal 
by  Occidental  States." 

In  a  leading  article,  headed  "The  Police  and 
Foreigners,"  published  in  the  Japan  Weekly  Mail 
of  December  9th,  1893,  where  this  country's  stiong 
desire  to  assert  itself  vis-a-vis  foreigners  is  dis- 
cussed, the  following'passage  occurs:  — 

"  No  one  supposes,  it  would  indeed  be  extrava- 
gant to  suppose,  that  there  is  the  smallest  danger 
of  a  recrudescence  of  the  old  jo-i  (barbarian  ex- 
pelling) spirit  of  pre- Restoration  days.  That 
kind  of  thing  is  dead  beyond  all  resurrection. 
Bui  its  memory  lives  in  the  breasts  of  foreigners, 
and  they  are  not  slow  to  put  an  unfavourable 
interpretation  on  any  morbidly  self-assertive  or 
hostile  ebullitions  indulged  in  by  Japanese 
youths. 

In  a  leading  article  headed  "  Foreigners  from  a 
Japanese  Pnint  of  View,"  published  in  the  Japan 
Weekly  Mail  of  January  20th,  1894,  the  following 
passage  occurs  :  — 

"It  is  true  that  English  journals  published  in 
Yokohama  disgrace  the  manhood  and  discernment 
of  their  editors  and  endeavour  to  delude  their 
readers  by  hysterical  caricatures  of  the  situation, 
and  by  studied  efforts  to  show  that  anti-foreign  feel- 
ing is  widespread  among  the  Japanese,  and  that 
the  people  are  at  heart  opposed  to  mixed  residence  • 
But  these  mischief-makers  no  more  represent  the 
cool,  level-headed,  fearless  Britisher  than  Messrs. 
Abei  and  Oi — triply  we  must  apologise  to  the 
former  for  coupling  his  name  with  the  latter — 
represent  the  typical  friendly,  hospitable,  and 
progressive  Japanese." 

In  a  leading  article  headed  "The  Reasons  of 
the  Diet's  Prorogation,"  published  in  the  Japan 
Weekly  Mail  of  December  23rd,  1893,  the  follow- 
ing passage  occurs: — 

"No  one  now-a-days  dreams  of  expelling  fo- 
reigners or  reverting  to  a  state  of  national 
isolation.  But  a  good  many  persons  do  believe 
that  Japan  must  assert  herself  or  be  counted  a 
spiritless,  unpatriotic  country,  and  that  her  only 
hope  of  inducing  foreigners  to  release  her  from 
the  national  disabilities  imposed  by  the  Treaties, 
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is  In  make  the  Treaty  situation  as  unpleasant  as 

possible  lor  the  foreign  residents." 

Filially,  in  a  leading  article  headed  "  The  Ami 
mixed-residence  Association,"  published  in  the 
Japan  Weekly  Mail  of  J  anuaiy  251I1,   1893*  the 
following  passage  occurs  : — 

"  Of  course  there  is  not  the  least  fear  that  the 
bulk  of  the  Japanese  nation  will  follow  these 
eccentric  leaders.  Perhaps  we  do  wrong  to  accord 
them  any  serious  notice." 

Similar  quotations  might  he  easily  multiplied 
But  these  aie  more  than  sufficient.  Every  one  of 
them  is  absolutely  explicit  Every  one  of  them 
shows  in  the  clearest  manner  that  (he  Japan  Mail, 
so  far  from  asserting,  as  you  accuse  it  of  asseit 
ing,  that  anti-foreign  feeling  abounds  in  Japan, 
and  that  the  whole  of  Japanese  Society  has 
reverted  to  a  mood  of  isolation,  has  emphatically 
conn  adicted  such  erroneous  statements,  and  has 
steadily  denied  the  possibility  of  any  general 
1  eci udescence  of  a  spiiit  of  conservative  isolation 
among  your  countrymen.  There  is  no  question 
of  your  interpretation  of  my  language  as  against 
my  own  intei  pi  elation.  The  wotds  quoted  admit 
of  only  one  interpretation.  They  prove,  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a  douLit,  that  during  the  past  two 
years  and  a  half— in  other  words,  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  anti-mixed-residence  agitation 
— the  Japan  Mail's  attitude  has  been  diame- 
trically the  opposite  of  your  description,  and  that 
it  has  actually  laboured  to  combat  and  dispel  the 
very  misconceptions  which  you  accuse  it  of  persist- 
ently and  deliberately  propagating.  It  would  be 
impossible,  I  think,  for  any  one  to  eir  more  egre- 
giously  than  you  have  erred,  or  to  commit  a  more 
flagrant  injustice  than  you  have  committed,  in 
this  instance. 

Since,  however,  you  have  been  good  enough  to 
refer  to  three  special  articles  in  the  Japan  Matins 
justifying  your  sti  ictures,  I,  too,  will  refer  to  those 
articles  by  direct  quotation,  italicising  words  the 
significance  of  which  calls  for  such  distinction. 
The  first  of  the  articles  appeared  on  Januaiy  6th, 
1894,  under  the  heading  "  Dissolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives."    It  contains  the  following  : — 
"  The  re  assembly  of  the  House  on  the  291I1 
tilt,  saw  the  obnoxious  proposal  introduced  once 
mote  for  discussion,  and  saw  also  a  solid  phalanx 
of  members  prepared  to  support  it.  Whether 
it  would  have  passed  or  not,  must  now  remain 
uncertain.    But  there  can  be  little  question  that 
it  would  at  all  events  have  obtained  votes  numer- 
ous enough  to  convey  a  false  impression  of  the 
nation's  real  mood,  and  to  invest  with  fictitious 
importance  the  petty  and  ungenerous  policy  con- 
templated by  the  Opposition." 
The  second  article  appeared  on  January  27th, 
under  the  heading  "The  Originator  of  the  Strict 
Enfoi cement  Movement."    The  purpose   of  the 
article  was  to  show  that  the  movement,  so  far  from 
having  any  wide  or  national  basis,  owed  the  greater 
pan  of  its  impetus  and  arguments  to  one  man. 
The  article  contains  this  passage: — 

"What  can  be  stranger  than  to  think  that 
while  analysts  who  profess  to  sound  the  depths  of 
Japanese  public  opinion,  are  forming  all  sorts 
of  disquieting  estimates  about  the  significance  of 
the  Strict-Enforcement  agitation,  about  its  im- 
portance as  a  gauge  of  national  sentiment,  and 
about  the  unhappily  retrogressive  spirit  that  it 
displays,  the  fact  is  that  it  is  virtually  the  work 
of  one  man  ?" 

The  third  article  appeared  on  February  17th, 
under  the  heading,  "The  Government  and  the 
Diet."    It  contains  the  following  passage 

"  Failing  to  obtain   Revision  on  reasonable 
terms  and  after  due  diplomatic  effoit,  she  will 
resort  to  other  means  of  shaking  off  her  fetters. 
But  there  shall  be  no  recourse  to  undignified  and 
unworthy  methods,  such  as  those  suggested  in 
the  Representation  which  the  House  was  about 
to  discuss  when  the  sentence  of  dissolution  inter- 
rupted its  debates.    The  Minister  President  de- 
clares his  conviction  that  the  nation  at  large 
would  never  endorse  such  methods,  and  that  their 
advocacy  by  a  majority  of  the  Lower  House  was 
wholly  a  matter  of  party  tactics :  that,  in  short, 
their  advocates  did  not  hesitate  to  subserve  the 
most  serious  questions  of  foreign  intercourse  to 
the  petty  purposes  of  party  politics." 
Thus,  of  three  articles  which  you  specially  indi- 
cate as  proving  that    the  Japan    Mail    "  with 
poisoned  pen  published  to  all  foreign  countries  the 
intelligence  that  the  whole  of  Japanese  Society 
had  revetted  to  a  mood  of  isolation,"  the  fiist  de- 
clares that  had  the  Strict  Enforcement  Bill  passed, 
it  would  have  conveyed  "  a  false  impression  of  the 
nation's  real  mood ;  the  second  asserts  that  the 
Bill,  so  far  from  possessing    "  impoi  tance  as  a 
gauge  of  national  sentiment,"  was  "virtually  the 
work  of  one  man  ;"  and  the  third  quotes  the  convic- 
tion of  the  Minister  President  of  State  that  "  the 


nation  at  huge  would  nevei  en  dm  se  such  methods," 
and  that  their  "advocacy  by  a  majority  of 
the  House  was  wholly  a  matter  of  party  tactics." 
I  can  conceive  no  explanation,  Sit .  of  your  extra- 
ordinary misconception.  Your  imputation  and 
yoin  position  forbid  the  hypothesis  that  when  you 
levelled  your  wholesale  charges  against  the  Japan 
Mail  from  the  rostrum  of  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  you  were  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  wi  itings  of  that  journal.  Yet  that  is  certainly 
the  least  offensive  supposition  I  can  adopt. 

Having  now  effectually  disposed  of  your  accusa 
tion  that  the  Japan  Mail  misi epresents  the  Japa 
nese  nation  as  having  reverted  to  a  mood  of 
isolation  and  as  being  imbued  with  ami  foreig 
spirit,  having  shown  conclusively  that  the  mis 
repi  esentation  is  all  on  your  own  side,  I  address 
myself  briefly  to  your  charge  : — "  The  readers  of 
the  Japan  Mail  in  foreign  countries  must  have 
been  led  to  believe  that  the  doctrine  of  opening 
the  country,  which  was  so  popular  in  this  empiie 
few  years  ago,  has  been  replaced  by  a  revival  of 
aiUi-foreign  spiiit  to  such  an  extent  that  a  majority 
m  the  Imperial  Diet  are  infected  with  anti-foreign 
sentiments."      Your  error  in  this  case  is  not  less 
flagrant.    In  the  Japan  Weekly  Mail  of  June  4U 
1892,  there  appeared  an  at  tide  lieaded  "Mixed 
Residence,"  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  analyse 
the  attitude  of  the  great  parties  in  the  State  to 
ward  Mixed  Residence.    I  invite  you  to  read  the 
following  extract  from  that  aiticle,  observing,  at  the 
same  lime,  that  it  has  reference  to  the  very  House 
of  Representatives  which  you  accuse  me  of  repre 
sentingas  "infected  with  anti-foreign  sentiments" 


"  For  our  part,  we  have  very  little  doubt  that 
the  general  feeling  of  the  educated  classes  is  in 
favour  of  sanctioning  Mixed  Residence,  but  there 
are  others  who  do  not  share  this  confidence,  their 
idea  being  that  whatever  may  be  the  terms  of  a 
Party  manifesto,  a  conservative  desire  to  exclude 
foreigners  from  the  interior  must  be  regarded  as 
dominating  the  situation.    So  far  as  the  annals 
of  the  time  indicate,  we  have  three  broad  fact 
whereon  to  base  a  judgment.    The  first  is  that 
the  Government  itself  and  its  supporters  aie  un 
questionably  in    favour  of    Mixed  Residence 
Apart  from  their  estimate  of  the  useful  services 
of  foreign  capital  and  foreign  enterprise  in  de 
veloping  the  resources  of  the  country,  they  under 
stand  very  well  that  if  Japan  hopes  to  be  treated 
as  an  equal  by  Western  Powers,  she  must  be  pre 
pared  to  treat  them  as  equals,  and  not  to  refuse 
to  their  subjects  and  citizens  within  her  borders 
pr  ivileges  which  her  own  subjects  enjoy  in  Occh 
dental  lands.    The  second  fact  is  that  the  Kai 
shin  to  are  pledged  to  the  principle  of  Mixed 
Residence.     Indeed,  the  programme  of  Treaty 
Revision  proposed  by  Count  Okuma  was  in 
some  respects  more  liberal  than  the  programme 
now  supposed  to  represent  the  nation's  wishes, 
for  it  contemplated  the  ownership  of  real  estate 
by  foreigners.    The  third  fact  is  that  the  Radi 
cals  have  submitted  for  approval  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  an  Address  to  the  Throne  in 
which  the  principle  of  Mixed  Residence  is  dis 
tinctly  accepted.    Thus,  all  the  great  Parties 
in  the  Stale  aVe  committed   to  this   feature  of 
Revision." 

1  presume,  Sir,  that  the  blunder  into  which  you 
have  fallen  will  become  as  inexplicable  to  yourself 
as  it  is  to  me  when  you  find  that  a  journal  which  you 
charge  with  imputing  anti-foreign  sentiment  to  the 
whole  of  Japanese  Society  and  to  the  majority  of 
the  Imperial  Diet,  contains  in  its  leading  columns 
an  explicit  declaration  of  belief  that  "the  general 
feeling  of  the  educated  classes  is  in  favour  of  sanc- 
tioning Mixed  Residence,"  and  that  "  all  the  great 
Parties  in  the  State  are  committed  to  that  feature 
of  Revision." 

You  are  good  enough  to  explain  in  your  letter  the 
attitude  assumed  and  maintained  by  yourself  and 
your  political  friends  toward  the  question  of  throw- 
ing open  the  country  for  Mixed  Residence.  From 
the  last  extract  quoted,  in  which  your  Paity  is  de- 
scribed as  "  pledged  to  the  piinciple  of  Mixed  Re- 
deuce,"  you  will  perceive  that  the  Japan  Mai  has 
not  misconstrued  your  policy  in  that  respect.  By 
way  of  confirming  the  fact,  and  in  order  to  eluci- 
date what,  I  venture  to  think,  is  the  real  cause  of 
your  hostility  to  the  newspaper  that  I  edit,  permit 
me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following  quota- 
tion from  an  article  appearing  in  the  Japan  Weekly 
Mail  of  March  10th,  1894,  under  the  heading, 
The  Kanagawa  Election"  : — 

"  Mr.  Shimada  is  the  duly  elected  leader  of  the 
Kaishin-to  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  his 
figure  is  constantly  en  evidence  ;  he  is  one  of  the 
rrrost  eloquent  men  in  Japan  to-day,  and  he  has 
shown  himself  a  master  of  Par  liamentary  tactics. 
With  all  these  qualifications  to  recommend  him  to 
an  electorate,  Mr.  Shimada's  return  for  the  First 
Disti  icl  of  Kanagawa  has  hithei  to  been  regarded 
as  a  foregoneconclusion.  Theelectors  were  proud 


to  he  represented  by  such  a  man,  ait  well  lliey 
might  be,  and  moreover  Mr.  Shimada's  business 
interests  and  journalistic  connections  gave  linn 
gi.  at  influence  in  the  Pielectuie.  Thus,  in  the 
electron  of  1892,  he  obtained  146  votes  against 
his  opponent's  28,  and  these  ligures  wei  e  con- 
sidered  at  the  time  a  fair  index  of  the  prepon- 
deiance  of  Mr.  Shimada's  chances  over  those  of 
any  other  possible  candidate.  Doubtless  ll.ey 
were  then  a  fair  index.  But  in  the  last  session 
of  the  Diet  the  party  of  which  Mr.  Shimada  is 
(lie  active  head  associated  itself  with  a  policy  as 
unbecoming  as  it  was  incongruous— the  policy 

of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.   Of  all  political 
paities  in  Japan  the  Kaishin  to  has  least  reason 
loi  espousing  such  a  p.ogramme.     Its  members 
and  leaders  know  pei  lectly  well  that  no  vexatious 
and  illiberal  measiiiesare  needed  togoad  Foieign 
Powers  into  doing  justice  to  Japan,  and  since 
the  policy  of  Strict  Enforcement  is  wholly  inex- 
cusable except  as  a  levei  to  prise  Treaty  Revision 
out  of  the  rut  of  abortive  negotiations,  politicians 
who  endorse  Strict  Enforcement,  knowing  its 
Heedlessness  in  that  sense,  must  be  regaided  as 
(he  worst  kind  of  opportunists.  In  truth,  with  all 
6ui  admiration  for  the  abilities  of  the  Kaishin-to 
leaders,  for  their  unflinching  resolution,  and  for 
live  extraordinary  tact  they  have  displayed  in 
manufacturing  majorities  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  we  cannot  but  regard  this  particular  inci- 
dent of  their  career  as  a  permanent  blot  upon 
then  escutcheon.  No  Japapese  statesman  lakes 
bioader  or  more  liberal  views  of  Japan's  foreign 
relations  than  Count  Okuma.    He  believes  in 
absolute  freedom  of  commercial  intercourse;  he 
advocates  large  recornse  to  foreign  capital' for 
the  development  of  the  countiy's  embryonic  re- 
sources, and  he  does  not  even  share  the  pre- 
judice against  foreign  ownership  of  real  estate 
in  Japan.    With  such  views  he  found  no  great 
difficulty  in   bringing  the  problem  of  Tieaty 
Revision   within   range  of  speedy  solution  in 
1889,  and  his  efforts  received   the  staunchest 
endorsement  and  suppoit  from  his  Party.  Yet 
this  same  Count  Okuma,  and  this  same  Party, 
now  stand  forth  as  champions  of  a  policy  radi- 
cally illiberal  in  conception,  useless  and  even 
mischievous  for  purposes  of  Tieaty  Revision, 
and  emanating  from  a  group  of  Conservative 
agitators  who  have  declared  themselves  hostile 
to  the  opening  of  the  country,  hostile  to  the 
ownership  of  leal  estate  by  foreigners,  and  hos- 
tile to  the  introduction  of  foreign  capital." 
The  above  quotation  embodies,  I  think,  the  gist 
of  the  hue  difference  between  us.    That  all  parlies 
to  the  Treaties  should  abide  sliictly  by  their  pro- 
visions is  a  proposition  which  no  one  attempts  to 
dispute.    Neither  will  any  foreigner  traverse  the 
justice  of  your  remarks  as  to  the  unwisdom,  in 
Japan's  interest,  of  allowing  foreigners  to  enjoy 
license  which  they  may  ultimately  by  prescription 
come  10  regard  as  law.    From  that  point  of  view 
the  principle  of  Strict  Enfoicement  is  universally 
accepted,  and  has  been  repeatedly  endorsed  in 
the  columns  of  the  Japan  Mail.    When  Count 
Ok  lima,  the  distinguished  leader  of  your  Party, 
held  the  portfolio  of  Foieign  Affairs,  it  was  notori- 
ous that  he  sought  to  restrain  any  trespass  beyond 
the  conventional  limitations  of  foreign  privileges 
in  Japan.    Yet  his  policy  never  provoked  protest 
bin  foreigners,  nor  was  any  one  found  to  question 
the  right  he  thus  asserted.    I  am  not  aware  that 
the    piactice   of  the  Government    since  Count 
Okuma's  retirement  has  undergene  any  change, 
or  that  there  has  been  any  increase  of  the  license 
which  even  he  found  it  impossible  to  check  com- 
pletely.   So  far,  then,  as  concerns  the  principle  of 
Strict  Enforcement,   there    is  general    unity  of 
opinion,  and  I  may  add  that  had  the  Represen- 
tation of  last  December  emanated  from  your  Party 
in  the  House  of  Repi  esentatives,  the  foreign  public 
would  not have  misconstrued  its  spiritand  purpose. 
But  it  did   not  emanate  from  your  Party.  It 
emanated  from  the  avowed  opponents  of  Mixed 
Residence.    It  emanated  from  the  very  men  who, 
eighteen   months  previously,  had  organized  an 
association  having  for  its  declared  purpose  the  pre- 
servation of  Japan's  present  state  of  semi-isolation. 
It  emanated  from  the  very  men  who,  as  you  your- 
self admit,  believe  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come 
for  allowing  foreigners  to  enjoy  free  access  to  the 
interioi.     It  emanated  from  the  very  men  who 
profess  the  craven  doctrine  that  their  nationals  are 
ot  yet  fit  to  associate  with  foreigners  on  equal 
terms.    Do  you,  Sir,  seriously  expect  the  world  to 
believe  that  a  measure  designed  to  restrict  the 
privileges  now  enjoyed  by  foreigners  in  Japan, 
and  proposed  by  men  whose  public  platform  is  to 
oppose  the  granting  of  all  further  privileges  to 
foreigners— do  you  seriously  expect  the  world  to 
believe  that  such  a  measure  can  be  reconciled  with 
le   enlightened  policy  of  opening  the  country 
which  the  Meiji  Government  has  steadily  pursued 
and  which  you  and  your  Party  conspicuously 
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advocate?  You  must,  entertain  a  very  contemptu- 
ous idea  of  foreign  discernment  if  you  attribute  to 
it  sucli  blundering.  I  do  not  know  wliat  political 
exigencies  drove  your  Party  into  the  same  camp 
with  Mr.Abei  Iwane  and  his  associates.  Still  less 
can  I  conceive  why  you  should  have  abandoned  to 
their  initiative  a  measure  which,  coming  from  such 
hands,  must  inevitably  be  attributed  to  motives 
diametrically  contrary  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
Kaishin-to's  foreign  policy.  Your  association  with 
conservatives  so  distrustful  of  their  nationals' 
capacities,  and  the  suboi  dinate  rdle  you  accepted 
in  their  attempt  to  restrict  the  piivileges  enjoy ed 
by  foreigners  ill  Japan,  are  enigmas  that  I  cannot 
pretend  to  solve.  But  when  you  ask  me  to  imagine 
that  Messrs.  Abei  Iwane,  Sasa  Tomofusa,  and 
their  associated  agitators  against  Mixed  Resi- 
dence, intended  to  hasten  the  advent  of  Mixed 
Residence  by  a  measure  explicitly  framed  to  put 
an  end  to  whatever  beginnings  of  Mixed  Resi- 
dence already  exist,  you  overtax  my  credulity. 
There  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  as  to  the  inter- 
pretation that  the  foreign  public  would  have  at- 
tached to  such  a  measure  had  it  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Its  endorsement  by  your  Party, 
Sir,  could  not  have  obliterated  the  taint  of  its  initi- 
ation by  the  leaders  of  the  Anti-Mixed  Residence 
Association,  and  when  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
interfered  to  avert  such  a  conjuncture,  they  acted, 
I  venture  to  think,  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
empire.  I  need  scarcely  elaboi  ate  the  mischievous 
character  of  the  Strict-Enforcement  scheme,  thus 
introduced,  by  pointing  out  that  its  effective 
operation  would  have  necessitated  the  enactment 
of  retrogressive  and  unconstitutional  laws,  as  well 
as  recourse  to  police  measures  of  an  offensive  and 
vexatious  nature.  My  immediate  purpose  is 
established  since  I  have  clearly  demonstrated  that 
while  the  Strict-Enforcement  Representation,  if 
suffered  to  receive  the  endorsement  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  under  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned above,  must  have  gravely  misled  foreign 
States  as  to  the  mood  of  (he  Japanese  people,  the 
Japan  Mail  has  invariably  sought  to  protect  the 
true  sentiments  of  the  Japanese  nation  against 
such  misinterpretation,  and  has  invariably  insisted 
on  the  progressive  and  liberal  tendencies  of  Japa- 
nese Society  at  large,  thus  taking  a  course  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  of  that  falsely  and  calumniously 
attributed  to  it  by  you  from  the  tostrum  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Permit  me  to  add  a  few  words  on  a  subject 
mentioned  in  your  letter  though  not  included  in 
the  original  field  of  this  discussion.  You  avowedly 
attach  great  importance  to  Strict  Enforcement  of 
the  Treaties;  you  claim  that  the  movement  for 
Strict  Enforcement  is  "  popular  throughout  the 
country,"  and  you  affirm  that,  in  opposing  it,  the 
Government  runs  counter  to  the  wish  of  the  nation. 
If  that  be  so,  why  have  you  desisted  from  all 
parliamentary  action  in  support  of  the  movement? 
The  House  of  Representatives  was  dissolved  in 
its  fifth  session  because  a  majority  of  its  members 
had  pledged  themselves  to  support  the  Strict- 
Enforcement  Representation  under  circumstances 
that  muct  have  seiiously  impaired  Japan's  foreign 
relations.  On  that  question  the  Government 
appealed  from  the  House  to  the  constituencies. 
Why  then  has  not  the  question  been  submitted 
again  to  the  lest  of  the  new  House's  vote?  Why 
have  you  and  the  other  members  of  the  Opposition 
shrunk  from  subjecting  once  moie  to  debate  and 
division  an  issue  to  which  you  professedly  attach 
such  moment  in  the  interests  of  your  country  ? 
Why  have  you  refrained  fiom  including  it  ex- 
plicitly in  the  measures  introduced  by  the  Op- 
position this  session,  and  why  did  a  suspicion  of 
its  covert  presence  in  the  text  of  the  Addiess  to 
the  Throne  discussed  on  May  17th  secure  the 
defeat  of  that  measure?  What  has  become  of 
your  Representation  of  last  session,  of  your  volu- 
minous appendix  of  reasons,  of  your  correlated 
projects  of  illiberal  and  vexatious  laws?  Do  you 
expect  that  the  disappearance  of  all  these  things 
fioni  the  field  of  pai lia mentai y  debate  will  lead 
the  foreign  public  to  infer  your  sense  of  their 
importance,  the  constituencies'  endoisement  of 
them,  and  the  nation's  belief  ill  their  necessity  ? 

In  the  face  of  the  above  facts,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  repel  the  assertion  that  the  course  falsely 
attributed  by  you  to  the  Japan  Mail  was  instigat- 
ed or  dictated  by  the  Japanese  Government.  I 
do  not  know,  Sir,  what  may  be  your  definition  of 
pat  1  iolism,or  how  you  suppose  yourself  to  be  serving 
the  interests  of  your  country  when  you  proclaim 
your  belief  that  the  statesmen  of  this  Empire  have 
suborned  foreign  writers  to  blacken  the  nation's 
reputation  and  to  make  it  the  victim  of  foreign 
prejudice  and  distrust.  It  is,  peihaps,  your  creed 
that  even  the  prestige  of  your  country  in  Western 
eyes  may  legitimately  be  thus  sacrificed  in  the  petty 
cause  of  party  politics.  But  I,  alien  though  I  am, 
have  too  much  friendship  for  your  nation  to  play 
any  such  part.  For  the  rest,  ihe  Japan  Mail  is  not 


an  organ  of  the  Government,  and  never  has  been 
since  I  became  its  proprietor.  It  is  my  organ. 
The  views  it  expresses  and  the  opinions  it  pub- 
lishes are  my  own.  They  are  neither  dictated  nor 
insphed  by  any  Government,  and  the  responsi- 
bility for  them  tests  with  me  solely.  You  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert  that  the  Japan  Mail  is  always 
found  on  the  Government's  side  when  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  latter  and  the 
people,  and  you  point  to  this  Strict- Enfoi  cement 
question  as  an  instance  of  such  a  diffecence.  Do 
you  then  claim  to  he  the  people's  mouthpiece? 
You,  Sir,  as  well  as  I,  are  a  newspaper  proprietor. 
Only  once  has  the  journal  you  control  suppotted 
the  Government,  and  that  was  when  the  leader 
of  your  Party  had  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  From 
the  moment  of  his  retirement  your  journal  has 
invariably  and  uncompromisingly  opposed  the 
Government,  though  it  is  a  Government  consist- 
ing of  the  very  statesmen  with  whom  your 
leader  served.  Are  we  to  infer,  then,  that  so 
soon  as  your  leader  enters  the  Cabinet  it  becomes 
possessed  of  the  people's  mandate,  and  so  soon 
as  he  retires,  it  forfeits  that  mandate  ?  Do  you 
seriously  expect  us  to  draw  such  subtle  distinc- 
tions? I,  as  a  foreigner,  have  not  yet  been 
schooled  to  appreciate  the  personal  considerations 
that  exercise  such  a  controlling  influence  in  the 
politics  of  your  country  to-day.  I  have  supported 
the  Japanese  Government  because  its  admistra- 
tive  and  financial  achievements,  which  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  observing  for  27  years,  have  elici- 
ted my  admiration,  and  because,  under  its  rule, 
I  have  seen  the  country  grow  in  prosperity, 
prestige,  and  happiness  to  a  degree  seldom  equal- 
led in  the  history  of  any  nation.  It  may  be,  Sir, 
that  you  and  the  politicians  under  your  leader- 
ship in  the  House  of  Representatives,  possess 
capacity  to  carry  the  n-ation  forward  at  an  even 
higher  rate  of  speed  than  its  development  has 
shown  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  But 
you  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  that  until  you  have 
furnished  some  proof  of  that  capacity,  I  must 
decline  to  attach  to  your  denunciations  of  j  our 
country's  statesmen  credence  which  your  gross 
calumnies  of  the  Japan  Mail  certainly  do  not 
entitle  you  to  claim. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  BRINKLEY, 
Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the 
"Japan  Mail." 

P.S. — I  obser  ve  that  you  have  published  a  por- 
tion of  this  cor  respondence  without  consulting  me 
or  giving  me  any  intimation  of  your  intention.  I 
have  therefore  a  right  to  claim  that  you  give  eqial 
publicity  to  this  letter'. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


QUESTION   RELATING  TO  IMPERIAL  ORDINANCE 
NO.  41,  1894. 

I.  — Is  the  Imperial  Ordinance  No.  41  of  the 
present  year,  proclaiming  the  abolition  of  Con- 
sular Jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Hawaiian  citizens 
and  the  grant  to  them  of  the  privilege  of  Mixed 
Residence,  the  result  of  mutual  agreement  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  the  two  countries  ?  Has 
the  privilege  of  Mixed  Residence  been  granted 
conditionally  on  the  abolition  of  Consular  Juris- 
diction, or  has  it  been  granted  as  a  consequence 
of  the  abolition  of  such  Jurisdiction  ?  What  were 
the  manner  in  which  and  the  reasons  for  which 
this  arrangement  was  effected  ? 

II.  — Japan  can,  of  her  pleasure,  either  grant  or 
withhold  the  privilege  of  Mixed  Residence.  For 
what  reason  has  it  been  granted  in  the  case  of 
Hawaiians,  without  any  limitations  and  without 
recovering  tariff  auttTiiomy  in  accordance  with 
the  Address  to  the  Throne  presented  in  the  fourth 
session  of  the  Diet  ? 

III.  — The  giant  of  Mixed  Residence  should 
properly  be  effected  by  means  of  either  a  treaty 
or  a  law.  Why  has  it  been  granted  in  the  present 
instance  by  means  of  an  Imperial  Ordinance  ? 

The  above  Ouestion  is  introduced  in  accordance 
with  Ait.  XLVI1I.  of  the  Law  of  the  Houses,  and 
a  speedy  answer  theieto  is  expected. 

(Introducer)       Node  Shozaburo. 
(Sllppoi  teis)        Kawashima  Jun, 
and  38  others. 

Dated,  May  24,  1894. 

ANSWER  TO  MR.  NODE  SHOZABURo's  QUESTION 
RELATING  TO  IMPERIAL   ORDINANCE    NO.  41  OF 
1894. 

I.  —  Ii  was  of  course  the  result  of  mutual  agree- 
ment betwttn  the  Governments  of  the  two  count- 
ries concerned,  that  the  Imperial  Government, 
by  Impei  ial  Ordinance  No.  41  of  Apiil  121I1  of  the 
present  year,  abolished  the  piovisions  lelating  to 
Consular  Jurisdiction  in  the  Treaty  concluded  with 


the  Hawaiian  Government  on  the  41I1  day  of  the  7th 
month  of  the  4th  year  of  Meiji  (August  19,  1871), 
at  the  same  time  giving  per  mission  to  Hawaiian 
residents  in  the  Empire  to  live  and  travel  and 
engage  in  business  or  any  other-  lawful  occupation 
in  any  part  of  the  country  within  the  limits  of 
laws  and  ordinances.  As  to  the  pi  ivilege  of  Mixed 
Residence,  it  was  granted  to  Hawaiians  not  as  a 
condition  of  the^abolition  of  Consular  Jurisdiction, 
but  as  the  consequence  thereof.  When  the 
Hawaiian  Government  consented  to  the  abolition 
of  Consular  Jurisdiction  in  this  country,  it  followed 
as  a  natural  consequence  that  Hawaiian  residents 
should,  in  accordance  with  Art.  II.  of  the  existing 
Treaty  between  the  two  countries,  be  entitled  to 
the  same  treatment  as  the  subjects  or  citizens  of 
treaty  Powers  which  do  not  maintain  unequal 
stipulations  in  respect  of  Consular  Jurisdiction, 
tar  iff  regulations,  and  so  forth.  In  other  words 
Hawaiian  residents  are  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  the  citizens  of  Mexico. 

II.  — The  Tiealy  with  Hawaii  does  not  contain 
any  special  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  tariff, 
and  consequently  theie  is  not  any  neccessity  for 
replying  to  that  portion  of  the  Question  relating  to 
the  recovery  of  tariff  autonomy.  With  regard  to 
Mixed  Residence,  Hawaiian  residents  being,  as 
stated  in  the  forgoing  paragraph,  entitled  to  the 
same  treatment  as  Mexican  citizens,  there  is  no 
necessity  to  provide  in  the  case  of  the  former  any 
limitations  beyond  those,  specified  in  the  case  of 
the  latter. 

III.  — The  grant  of  Mixed  Residence  to  Hawai- 
ian residents  was,  as  already  staled,  due  to  the 
provisions  of  Art.  II.  of  the  Treaty  with  Hawaii, 
which  places  Hawaiians  in  the  same  position  as 
Mexican  citizens.  And  this  arrangement  having 
been  effected  as  the  result  of  the  abolition  of  Con- 
sular Jurisdiction  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the 
Governments  of  the  two  countries,  it  was  but  pro- 
per that  the  fact  was  promulgated  by  an  Imperial 
Ordinance. 

The  above  answer  is  hereby  submitted. 

MUTSU  MUNEMITSU, 

Minister  of  Stale  for  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Dated  May  30th. 

QUESTION    RELATING  TO  THE   REMAINS    OF  THE 
LATE  KIM  OK-KYUN. 

When  Kim  Ok-kyun  was  murdered  by  Hong 
Tgyong-Ou  in  the  Japanese  Hotel,  Shanghai,  his 
remains  were  handed  over  to  a  Japanese  named 
Wada  Nobujiro,  after  the  inquest  had  been  duly 
performed  by  the  Taotai  of  Shanghai.  After  com- 
pleting all  necessary  formalities  at  the  Customs 
House,  Wada  was  on  the  point  of  taking  the 
corpse  to  a  steamship  belonging  to  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha,  with  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  back 
to  this  country,  when  the  Chinese  Government 
plundered  it  and  sent  it  to  Korea,  together  with  the 
murderer  Hong,  on  board  a  man-of-war.  This 
conduct  on  the  part  of  China  was  a  gross  insult  to 
Japan. 

What  steps  has  the  Japanese  Government  taken 
against  this  action  of  the  Chinese  Government  ? 

What  steps  is  the  Japanese  Government  going 
to  adopt  in  the  matter  ? 

The  above  Question  is  submitted  in  accordance 
with  Art  XLVIII.  of  the  Law  of  the  Houses,  and 
an  early  answer  to  it  is  hereby  requested. 

(Introducer)       Moriya  KonoSUKE. 
(Supporters)        Inukai  Ki,  and 
30  others. 

Dated  May  18,  1894. 

ANSWER  TO   MR.  MORIYA   KONOSUKe's  QUESTION 
RELATING  TO  THE  KIM  OK-KYUN  AFFAIR. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Imper  ial  Consul 
General  at  Shanghai,  when  Wada  Nobujiro  was 
about  to  take  his  late  employer  Kim's  corpse  on 
board  the  Saikio  Maru  on  March  31st,  the  Pr  efect 
of  Shanghai  requested  the  Consul  General  to  stop 
the  shipping  of  the  corpse,  but  the  Consul 
General  rejected  this  request  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  no  right  to  prevent  the  shipping  of  a  corpse 
for  which  permission  had  been  duly  obtained  from 
the  Prefect  himself,  and  which  had  duly  been  en- 
tered at  the  Custom  House.  But  Wada  left  the 
corpse  by  the  roadside,  and  in  his  absence,  it  was 
carried  to  the  Police  Station  by  the  Chief  of  Police 
of  the  Settlement,  it  being  forbidden  by  the 
Settlement  Regulations  to  put  a  corpse  by  the 
roadside.  Wada  then  sailed  home,  without  taking 
any  steps  to  recover  the  corpse  from  the  Police 
Station.  Thereupon  the  Chief  of  Police  delivered 
the  corpse  to  the  Chinese  Authorites,  at  the  request 
of  the  latter.  Such  being  the  facts,  although  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  Chinese  Government  ordered  its 
local  officials  to  dispose  of  a  corpse  of  which  there 
was  no  guardian,  there  is  no  ground  to  believe 
that  the  Chinese  Government  plundered  the 
corpse,  as  asserted  in  the  Question.  As  to  the 
right  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  deliver,  to 
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whatever  party  it  might  please,  llie  remains  of  Kim 
OU  IcyQlti  a  Korean,  and  tile  body  of  his  nniideier, 

Hong  Ijyong-Oui  another  Korean,,  ilie.  Imperial 

Japanese  Govei  nmenl  lias  no  tills  to  illlei  fei  e  Will) 
llieexeicise  of  liiat  right.  The  above  answer  is 
hereby  submitted. 

MUTSU  MUNKMITSU, 
Minister  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Dated  May  30th. 

QUESTION   RELATING  TO  THE  OFFICIALS  01' 
01 FU  PRBFBCTUKB. 

That  Some  officials  in  the  Pi  efeclui  al  Govei  nmenl 

of  Gifu  in  i8oi  foiled  the  names  of  many  imagi- 
nary constables  as  well  as  some  documents  and 
seals,  and  that  the  money  obtained  as  the  salary 
of  these  constables  was  given  to  the  editor  of  the 
Gifu  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  and  several  other  per- 
sons, are  facts  established  by  ihe  answer  which 
the  local  Chief  of  Police  made  to  questions  put  to 
him  during  the  ordinary  session  of  the  Local 
Assembly  in  1893.  But  the  Government,  so  far 
as  we  know,  has  neither  meted  out  disciplinary 
punishments  to  these  functionaries  nor  arraigned 
them  before  a  criminal  court  of  law.  Can  it 
be  said  that  the  Government  has  discharged  its 
duty  of  maintaining  discipline  among  its  officials? 
We  ask  for  a  plain  answer  of  the  Minister  of  State 
concerned. 

The  above  Question  is  hereby  introduced  in  ac- 
cordance with  regulations. 

(Introducers)      Komuro  Shigehiro,  and 

ASAMI  YOICHIYEMON. 

(Supporters)       Amano  Izatemon,  and  30 
others. 

Dated  May  28th,  1894. 

ANSWER    TO  MR.  KOMURO  SHIGEHIRO   AND  ANO- 
THER   MEMBER'S    GUESTION    RELATING    TO  THE 
OFFICIALS  OF  THE   GIFU  PREFECTURAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

As  to  the  disbursement  of  part  of  the  salaries 
and  travelling  expenses  of  constables  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  connected  with 
secret  service,  in  the  year  1892,  no  criminal  pro. 
secution  has  been  instituted,  as  the  action  in 
question  did  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the 
Criminal  Code.  But  both  Maruyama  Shigetoshi 
formerly  Chief  of  Police  of  Gifu  Ken  and  after- 
ward Chief  of  Police  of  Ishikawa  Ken,  and  Tomila 
Milsugu,  formerly  Police  Segeant  of  Gifu  Ken  and 
afterward  Headman  of  Kamo  Distiict  in  the  same 
Prefecture,  were  dismissed  from  office,  as  a  dis- 
ciplinary punishment  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1893.  Another  official,  Wada  Teiji,  Clerk  and 
Police  Sergeant  of  Gifu  Ken,  was  also  subjected  to 
disciplinary  punishment  on  the  41I1  of  December, 
1893.  "With  reference  to  oilier  officials  who  have 
since  resigned,  disciplinary  punishments  cannot 
be  meted  out  to  them. 

The  above  Answer  is  hereby  submitted. 

YOSHIKAWA  AKIMASA, 

Acting  Minister  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs. 


PROJECTS  OF  LA  W. 

 ♦  

The  following  Projects  of  Law  were  consider- 
ed by  the  Diet  during  its  late  session  : — 

AMENDED  PROJECT    OF    LAW    RELATING  TO  LOST 
ARTICLES. 

Ait.  II. — To  be  expunged. 

Art.  VII. — To  be  expunged. 

Att.  VIII. — The  following  words  shall  be  ex- 
punged from  this  Article:—"  Should  the  property 
of  another  person  be  damaged,  the  act  of  damage 
shall  be  dealt  with  according  to  law." 

Art.  IX. — In  this' Article  the  clause,  "  Any  one 
who  has  caught  a  strayed  animal  shall  send  it  to 
the  Authorities  in  case  the  owner  is  not  clear," 
shall  be  alteiedto  "Any  one  who  has  caught  a 
strayed  animal  shall  send  it  back  to  the  owner  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Art  XV.,  or  shall 
report  the  case  to  the  competent  office."  Further, 
the  four  characters  signifying  "  to  give  notice  by 
placard,"  shall  be  expunged,  and  "  Art.  II."  shall 
be  replaced  by  "Arts.  XVI.  and  XVIII. 

Art.  XIII. — The  following  provision  shall  be  add- 
ed : — In  case  no  one  applies  for  the  recovery  of  the 
article  after  the  expiration  of  six  months,  counted 
from  the  day  on  which  the  find  was  made,  the 
Government  shall  dispose  of  it  in  whatever  manner 
may  be  deemed  appropriate,  or  may  confiscate  it." 

Art.  XIV. — The  following  nine  Articles  shall  be 
appended  after  Art.  XIV.: — 

Ait.  XV. — The  finder  of  a  lost  article  must, 
within  five  days  computed  from  the  day  on  which 
the  article  was  found,  return  it  to  the  loser,  when 
the  latter  has  been  clearly  ascertained,  or  to 
the  owner  when  he  is  known,  even  though  the 


losei  may  not  have  been  asCfi  lained.  In  1  i-  r 
both  the  loser  and  owner  are  absent,  Of  in  case 
the  findei  would  be  enibai  1  assed  by  follow* 
ing  the  above  proccdiu  c,  he  should  foiwaid 
the  Aiticle   to  the  proper  office  within  five  days 

computed  from  the  day  on  which  the  article  waa 

found,  accompanying  it  with  a  note  giving  the 
date  of  finding,  the  place,  and  olhei  pai  liculars. 

Art.  XVI. — In  case  uo  claimant  appears  foi  the 
Aiticle  within  six  months  computed  fiom  the  day 
on  which  the  finding  look  place,  it  shall  become 
the  property  of  the  finder. 

Art.  XVII. —  In  case  the  finder  does  not  lay 
claim  lo  the  Ai  tide  within  the  lime  preset  ibed  by 
the  Authorities,  on  the  expiration  of  the  pei  iod 
specified  ill  ihe  foregoing  aiticle,  or  in  case  the 
locality  of  the  finder  is  not  clear,  the  aiticle  may 
be  put  up  to  sale  by  public  auction,  and  the  price 
realized  shall  he  kept  in  trust  by  the  Authorities. 

Art.  XVIII. — During  six  months  subsequent 
to  the  expiration  of  the  period  specified  in  Art. 
XVI.,  the  finder  may  claim  delivery  of  the  aiticle 
or  of  the  price  obtained  by  its  sale.  Provided 
th.it,  when  the  claim  is  not  made  within  the  pre- 
scribed period,  confiscation  by  the  Authorities 
shall  be  effected. 

Art.  XIX. — In  case  the  loser  or  owner  or  finder 
fail  to  defray  the  charges  incurred  in  keeping 
or  selling  the  article,  the  Government  may  with- 
hold the  article  or  the  price  obtained  by  its  sale. 

Ait.  XX. — An  article  falling  under  any  of  the 
following  clauses  may  be  put  up  for  sale  at  once, 
by  public  auction,  without  reference  to  the  period 
prescribed  in  Art.  XVI.  Provided  that,  the  price 
thus  obtained  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  prescribed  for  the  case  of  a  lost 
article. 

a.  — When  the  cost  of  keeping  the  article  ex- 
ceeds, or  is  deemed  disproportionate  to,  its 
value. 

b.  — When  the  nature  of  the  article  is  such  as 
to  preclude  its  preservation  for  any  lengthy 
period. 

C. — When  for  other  reasons  than  the  above,  the 
Authorities  deem  it  advisable  to  sell  the  article. 

Art.  XXI.— Any  one  infringing  the  provisions  of 
Art.  XV.  and  IX.  shall  forfeit  the  right  conferred 
on  the  finder  by  the  present  Regulations. 

Art.  XXII. — With  regard  to  lost  Articles  found 
in  Government  or  public  establishments,  in  rail- 
way cars,  ships,  tram-cars,  hackney-coaches,  &c, 
the  Government  or  public  establishments  or  those 
engaged  in  the  specified  traffic,  shall  be  regarded 
as  the  finders.  Provided  that,  in  such  cases,  no 
reward  for  the  trouble  of  finding  need  be  given. 

Art.  XXIII. — Detailed  rules  for  the  operation 
of  the  present  Regulations  shall  be  specially  pre- 
paied  by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Home  Affairs. 


BILL   RELATING  TO  THE  AMENDMENT  OF  THE 
LAW  OF  ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

In  the  Law  of  Election  of  Members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  issued  in  the  22nd  year  of  Meiji 
(1889)  by  Law  No.  III.,  the  following  amend- 
ments shall  be  effected  : — 

Art.  VI.— Clauses  I  and  3  shall  be  amended 
thus  : — 

Clause  1.  He  must  be  a  male  Japanese  subject 
not  less  than  full  twenty  [twenty-five]  years  of  age. 

Clause  3.  For  not  less  than  one  year  previous 
to  the  date  of  the  making  out  of  the  electoral  list, 
he  must  have  been  paying,  in  the  Fu  or  Ken, 
direct  national  taxes  to  the  amount  of  not  less 
than  Five  [fifteen]  yen,  and  must  be  still  paying 
the  same. 

Ait.  VIII. — Those  alone  shall  be  eligible  thai 
are  male  Japanese  subjects  of  nol  less  than  full 
twenty-five  [thirty]  years  of  age  

Art.  iX. — AH  Government  officials  shall  be  in- 
eligible, with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 

1.  Ministers  and  Vice  Ministers  of  State. 

2.  Chief  of  the  Board  of  Audit. 

Art.  X. — This  Article  shall  be  expunged.  [Of- 
ficials of  a  Fu,  Ken,  or  Gun  shall  not  be  eligible 
within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  their  re- 
spective office]. 

Ait.  XIV. — The  following  piovision  shall  be 
appended  to  clauses  4  and  5  of  this  Article  :— 
Provided  that  an  offender  of  political  nature  shall 
be  exempted  from  these  disqualifications. 

Art.  XXII.— Men  in  the  Army  or  in  the  Navy 
cannot  exercise  the  right  to  elect  [or  to  be  elected], 
while  they  are  on  service  with  the  Colours. 

Art.  XXXII. — When  the  number  of  electors  in 
a  Town  or  Village  is  [not  numerous  enough]  under 
twenty  [to  require  the  opening  of  a  voting  place], 
several  Towns  or  several  Villages  or  both  may  be 
united  for  the  purpose. 

Ait.  LXVI, — The  following  clause  shall  be  ap- 
pended to  this  Article: — When  the  term  of  a 
member  who  is  elected  at  a  general  election  sub- 
sequent to  a  dissolution  expires,  he  shall  be  re- 


garded as  still  holding  office  till  the  nrxl  general 

elect  ion. 

Ait.  C. —  The  following  two  articles  shall  be 
added  after  An.  C. 

Ail.  C.  I. — A  Policeman  or  an  Official  of  a  Fu, 
Ken,  or  Gun  who,  on  whatever  pretext,  interfere! 
in  ihe  election  in  his  respective  Fu,  Ken,  or  Gun 
by  pin  suasion  or  by  any  oilier  act,  shall  be  liable 
to  minor  confinement  for  nol  leil  lhaii  two  mouths 
and  not  more  than  two  yeais,  with  the  additional 
penally  of  a  fine  ranging  from  10  lo  100  yen. 

Art.  C.  2. — A  vole  obtained  by  bribery,  vio- 
lence, or  intimidation  shall  he  null  and  void. 

Aiis.  C.  1  and  C.  2  of  the  prevent  Law  shall 
be  changed  respectively  into  Arts.  C-  3  and  C. 
4.  Introduced  by  Messrs.  Yamada  Taizo  and 
Suzuki  Jubi,  supported  by  Mr.  FujillO  Masalaka 
and  28  others. 

N  li. — In  the  above  draft  bill,  brackets  are  used 
to  show  words  expunged,  and  italics  to  show  words 
introduced. 


PROJECT   OF  LAW    RELATING  TO    GRANTS  IN  AID 
OF  EMERGENCY  PUBLIC  WORKS  IN  FU  OR  KEN. 

Ait.  I.— When  it  is  desired  to  obtain  a  subsidy 
from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  a  Fu  or  Ken  for 
the  repair  of  public  works  damaged  by  a  natural 
calamity,  an  application  may  be  forwarded  in 
accoi  dance  with  the  piovisions  of  the  present  Law. 

Ait.  II. — By  the  term  "public  works"  used  in 
the  pi  esent  law  shall  be  understood  roads,  bridges, 
hai  hours,  rivers,  embankments,  canals,  sluices, 
and  sewers. 

Ait.  III. — No  public  works  shall  be  qualified  lo 
receive  a  subsidy  from  the  Treasury  except  works 
of  restoration.  Provided  that,  when,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  damage  sustained,  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  the  Interior  deems  alterations 
essential,  the  foiegoing  restriction  may  be  relaxed. 

Ait.  IV. — A  Fu  or  Ken  on  account  of  which  a 
subsidy  is  sought  from  the  Treasury,  must  be  pre- 
pared 10  bear  at  least  four-tenths  of  the  total  ex- 
pense lequiied  for  the  works.  Provided  that  the 
sum  to  be  borne  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  present  article  may  be  limited  to  one  half  of 
the  total  land  tax  of  lhat  Fu  or  Ken. 

Ait.  V. —  In  the  event  of  ihe  local  tax  not  reach- 
ing the  following  limits,  the  Fu  or  Ken  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  apply  for  a  subsidy  from  the  Treasury 
even  though  such  Fu  or  Ken  be  prepared  to  defray 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article. 

1.  The  limit  established  by  law  for  the  Land 
Rate  of  the  Local  Tax. 

2.  The  House  Rale  of  the  Local  Tax  of  1  yen 
per  house. 

3.  Public  Works  Expenditure  corresponding 
with  two-tenths  of  the  total  Land  Tax  of  such 
Fu  or  Ken. 

Ai  l.  VI. —  Besides  bearing  the  share  provided  in 
Arts.  IV.  and  V.  of  the  present  law,  a  Fu  or  Ken 
thai  pioposes  to  apply  for  a  subsidy  out  of  the 
Treasury,  must  accept  responsibility  to  the  extent 
of  at  least  one-fourth  of  any  loan  raised  to  cover 
a  deficit.  Provided  that,  in  case  the  "  one-fourth  " 
herein  mentioned  exceeds  two-tenths  of  ihe  total 
Land  Tax  of  such  Fu  or  Ken,  the  responsibility 
may  be  reduced  to  one-fifth  of  the  deficit. 

Art.  VII. — When  an  application  relating  to  a 
subsidy  from  the  Treasury  is  submitted,  the  Mini- 
ster of  State  for  the  Interior  shall  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  actual  conditions,  and  shall  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  sum  applied  for  or  refuse  it  al- 
together, according  to  circumstances. 

Art.  VIII. — In  case  a  surplus  remains  out  of  the 
Public  Woik  Expenses  of  the  Fu  or  Ken,  it  shall 
be  duly  distributed  between  the  subsidy  and  the 
local  loan,  and  the  sum  thus  allotted  to  the  subsidy 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Art.  IX. — Public  works  subsidized  out  of  the 
Treasmy  shall  be  superintended  by  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs. 

APPENDIX. 

Art.  X. — In  case  the  raising  of  the  local  loan 
mentioned  in  Art.  VI.  be  detei  mined  upon  after 
due  preliminary  procedure,  the  Minister  of  State 
for  Finance,  according  to  the  requiiements  of  the 
Fu  or  Ken,  may  issue  an  Exchequer  Bill  to  the 
amount  of  the  loan  to  be  raised,  and  may,  as  a 
temporary  expedient,  advance  the  money  to  the 
Fu  or  Ken.  Provided  that  the  interest  due  on 
such  Bill  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Fu  or  Ken. 


REPRESENTATION   RELATING  TO  THE  TREATMENT 
OF  DISEASES  CONNECTED  WITH  THE   BRAIN  AND 
SPINAL  CORD  AT  THE   COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE  IN 
THE   IMPERIAL  UNIVERSITY. 

The  brain  and  the  spinal  cord  stand  to  the 
human  body  in  as  important  a  position  as  the 
Government  to  a  Slate.  Just  as  the  prosperity 
of  a  country  is  extended  and  the  happiness  of  the 
people  promoted  when  the  Government  is  upright 
and  commands  respect,  so  a  healthy  condition  of 
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tlie  brain  and  spinal  cord,  the  centre  of  the  human 
body,  is  synonymous  wilh  soundness  of  the  con- 
stitution and  conduces  naturally  (o  activity  of  the 
limbs  and  muscles.  Recently  the  progress  of 
medical  science  in  Europe  and  America  lias  been 
wonderful,  especially  with  respect  to  epidemic 
diseases,  and  disorders  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 
In  the  Medical  College  of  Fiance,  pathology  in 
connexion  with  the  brain  and  the  spinal  cord,  lias 
been  separated  from  that  relating  to  other  internal 
diseases,  and  a  special  course  of  study  has  been 
established  for  it.  This  must  be  regarded  as  an 
improvement  essential  to  the  advance  of  science. 
Looking  at  the  College  of  Medicine  of  the  Imperial 
University  of  Japan,  we  find  no  special  laboratory 
appropiiated  for  the  pathology  of  the  brain  and 
the  spinal  cord,  and  no  hospital  relating  thereto, 
although  arrangements  with  respect  to  other 
branches  of  medical  science  appear  fairly  com- 
plete. Consequently  there  is  no  special  course  of 
study  connected  with  the  investigation  and  treat- 
ment of  such  diseases,  a  point  that  must  be 
pronounced  inconsistent  with  the  rapid  progress 
of  the  science  of  medicine,  and  must  there- 
fore be  legaided  as  a  great  defect.  Professor 
Miura,  of  the  College  of  Medicine,  lias  specially 
studied  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  brain 
and  the  spinal  cord  during  a  period  of  five 
vears  spent  by  him  in  the  German  and  French 
Universities,  and  has  thoroughly  mastered  the 
subject.  The  discoveries  he  made  while  he  was 
staying  in  Europe  were  highly  appreciated  by  the 
medical  authorities  of  both  Germany  and  France. 
A  laboratory  and  a  hospital  connected  with  those 
special  diseases  should  be  established  ;  he  should 
be  charged  with  the  task  of  instruction,  and 
a  new  chair  pertaining  to  those  special  diseases 
should  be  cieated,  to  be  filled  by  him.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  not  only  add  lustie  to  the 
medical  knowledge  of  the  Empire,  but  would 
also,  it  is  needless  to  say,  contribute  greatly 
to  the  improvement  and  progress  of  medical 
science  in  general.  As  for  the  initial  expenses, 
a  paltry  sum  of  20,000  yen  would  be  sufficient,  and 
no  further  outlay  by  the  Treasury  would  be  needed 
for  the  subsequent  maintenance  of  the  laboratory, 
since  the  income  deiived  would  cover  the  disburse- 
ments. The  Government  should  include  in  the 
Budget  for  the  28th  fiscal  year  an  appropriation 
sufficient  for  the  construction  of  a  laboratory  and 
a  hospital  in  connexion  with  the  diseases  under 
consideration.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
as  yet  forth  in  the  present  Representation. 

Introduced  by  Dr.  Hasegawa  Tai. 


PROPOSED  FORM  OF  LAW  TO  CONTROL 
PAWN  BROKING. 

Art.  I. — Under  the  term  "  pawn  broking  "  used 
in  the  present  Law,  shall  be  understood  the  ad- 
vancement of  money  on  pledges  consisting  of 
portable  property. 

Art.  II.— All  persons  intending  to  engage  in 
pawnbroking  business,  must  procure  a  license  from 
the  district  local  authorities. 

If  within  the  City  of  Tokyo,  application  for  such 
license  must  be  made  to  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Police. 

Art.  III. — All  persons  engaged  in  the  business 
of  pawnbroking  shall  be  piovided  with  special 
ledgers  for  the  registration  of  all  articles  received 
as  pledges,  the  names  of  the  depositors,  and  the 
articles  sold  after  the  term  of  the  pledge  has 
lapsed  ;  and  by  registering  the  number  of  pages 
in  these  ledgers  shall  produce  them  before  some 
Central  or  Branch  Police  Office  competent  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  in  order  that  official  stamps  may 
be  affixed. 

Provided  that  the  said  ledgers  shall  be  preset  ved 
for  a  period  of  three  years  after  having  been  used. 
In  the  event  of  a  ledger  being  lost,  the  fact  must 
at  once  be  notified  to  the  Central  Police  Office  01 
some  Branch. 

Art.  IV. — The  mode  of  making  entries  in  the 
ledgers  piovided  in  Ait.  III.,  shall  confirm  to  the 
following  precedent: — 

In  the  ledger  kept  for  the  registration  of  all 
articles  received  as  pledges,  the  description  of  the 
articles  kept  in  pawn,  the  amounts  advanced  on 
them,  the  names  of  the  depositois,  as  well  as  the 
exact  dates  on  which  the  ai  tides  were  taken  as 
pledges  or  when  they  weie  redeemed,  together 
with  the  legistered  numbers  of  the  articles,  must 
be  written  in  detail. 

In  the  ledger  used  for  registering  the  names 
of  depositors,  their  full  names  and  addresses 
must  be  entered,  the  depositors  being  made 
lo  affix  their  own  seals  thereto.  In  case  of  there 
being  a  surety,  the  same  process  must  be  observed 
in  respect  of  this  second  person.  Provided  that,  in 
case  the  name  and  seal  of  a  depositor  or  a  surety 
aie  not  entered  in  this  lodger,  such  peison  should 
be  made  to  write  his  name  and  addiess  in  the 
ledger  provided  for  the  registration  of  all  articles 


received  as  pledges,  on  the  occasion  of  each  tran- 
saction, and  such  person  should  moreover  affix 
his  seal  thereto. 

In  the  ledgers  for  the  registration  of  articles 
sold  on  lapse  of  the  term  of  pledge,  the  description 
and  legisteied  numbers  of  these  articles  must  be 
entered,  based  on  the  entries  made  in  the  ledger 
for  the  registration  of  all  articles  held  in  pledge, 
together  wilh  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  pur- 
chasers. 

Art.  V. —  In  the  event  of  a  pawnbroker  moving 
to  another  place,  or  discontinuing  his  business,  or 
of  any  alteration  being  effected  therein,  the  fact 
shall  be  at  once  reported  to  the  Head  Police  Office 
or  some  Branch. 

Art.  VI. — It  shall  be  unlawful  lo  receive  in 
pledge  any  article  the  buying  and  selling  or  other 
transfeience  of  which  is  in  any  way  forbidden  by 
law.  Should  this  provision  be  conli  avened,  the 
article  or  articles  shall  be  confiscated  by  the  Go- 
vernment, or  returned  to  the  owner. 

Art.  VII. — It  shall  be  unlawful  for  pawnbrokers 
to  receive  articles  in  pledge  from  persons  not 
having  any  fixed  abode  or  profession,  or  who  aie 
under  fifteen  years  of  age,  or  who  are  deranged 
in  mind  or  imbecile;  or  to  receive  in  pledge  an 
article  bearing  the  stamp  or  seal  of  an  office,  a 
city,  town,  village,  or  of  any  other  establishment 
of  a  public  chaiacter,  unless  there  be  guarantors 
who  vouch  for  the  validity  of  the  transaction,  or 
unless  the  process  by  which  the  possession  of  the 
pledge  is  legalized  be  clearly  established. 

Art.  VIII. — In  case  that  aiticles  suspected  of 
having  been  fraudulently  appropriated  aie  offered 
in  pledge,  the  fact  shall  be  secretly  reported  to  the 
Police. 

Art.  IX. — It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Police  to  enter, 
at  any  time,  the  establishment  of  a  pawnbroker,  in 
order  to  inspect  the  articles  kept  in  pledge  or  the 
pawnbroker's  ledgers.  Should  an  ai  tide  suspected 
of  having  been  fraudulently  appropriated  be  re- 
cognized, the  redemption  of  the  article  as  well  as 
its  sale  in  case  of  lapse  of  the  term  of  pledge,  may 
be  suspended,  the  limit  of  such  suspension  being 
a  tei  m  of  not  more  than  ten  days. 

Art.  X. — The  responsibility  of  a  pawnbroker  in 
all  matters  relating  to  his  business,  shall  extend 
to  acts  committed  by  the  members  of  his  family 
or  his  own  employes. 

Art.  XI. — Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of 
the  present  Law,  shall  become  subject  to  the  fol- 
lowing punishments  ,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence  : — 

(I.)  In  the  event  of  Aiticles  II.,  IV.,  VII., 
and  IX.,  being  contravened,  or  of  a  falsifi- 
cation in  a  ledger,  or  of  the  business  being 
still  carried  on  while  under  the  ban  of  sus- 
pension, a  fine  of  not  less  than  three  and 
not  more  than  thiity  yen  shall  be  imposed. 
(2.)  In  the  event  of  Articles  III.,  V.,  the  first 
part  of  Ait.  VI.,  and  Art.  VII.  bei  ng  con- 
travened, a  fine  of  not  less  than  two  and 
not  more  than  twenty  yen  shall  be  imposed. 
Art,  XII. — Any  person  contravening  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  Law  twice  within  the  space 
of  one  year,  shall  be  liable  to  be  sentenced,  by  due 
administrative  process,  to  a  total  suspension  of 
his  business  for  a  lei  in  not  exceeding  three  years 
according  to  circumstances. 

Art.  XIII. — In  case  that  an  article,  taken 
in  pledge  in  due  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  present  Law,  be  found  to  have  been 
fraudulently  appropriated,  the  restoilion  of  the 
article  to  its  proper  owner  shall  not  be  made 
until  the  person  who  has  pledged  the  aiticle,  or  its 
pioperownei,  shall  have  defrayed  the  cost  incur- 
red by  the  pawnbroker,  except  in  cases  where  the 
act  of  pledging  has  been  pei  formed  by  the  frau- 
dulent possessor  of  the  article. 

Alt.  XIV. — In  case  of  contravention  of  the  pre- 
sent Law,  that  portion  of  the  Penal  Code  relating 
to  the  concurrence  of  infractions,  shall  not  become 
applicable. 

Art.  XV. — Rules  for  the  practical  operation  of 
the  present  Law  shall  be  determined  by  special 
notification. 

APPENDIX. 

Art.  XVI. — The  present  Law  shall  come  into 
force  from  September  of  the  27th  year  of  Meiji 
(1894). 

Art.  XVII. — With  reference  to  pledge-transac- 
tions effected  prior  to  the  enforcement  of  the  pie- 
sent  Law,  the  Regulations  in  force  at  the  time 
when  such  transactions  were  consummated,  shall 
be  applicable. 

Art,  XVIII.— The  Regulations  for  the  Conhol 
of  Pawnbi okei  s,  ;is  issued  in  the  17th  year  of 
Meiji  (1884)  by  Notification  No.  g,  shall  be 
abolished  on  and  after  the  day  upon  which  the 
present  Law  shall  come  inio  operation. 

Presented  by  HlGASHtO  Heitaro  and  others. 

Supported  by  Kato  Rokuzo  and  otheis. 


BILL  RELATING  TO  THE  REGULATION  OF 
CUSTOM  DUTIES. 

Art.  I. — Import  duties  shall  be  levied  on  all 
goods  coming  from  foreign  countries,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rates  given  in  the  accompanying 
table. 

Art.  II. — Import  duties  shall  be  divided  into  two 
classes,  (1)  specific  and  (2)  ad  valorem  duties. 

Art.  III. — The  rates  given  in  the  accompanying 
table  shall  be  levied  on  the  basis  of  a  valuation 
arrived  at  by  adding  to  the  prime  cost  of  the 
goods  the  expenses  incurred  in  packing,  the  freight, 
the  insurance  charges,  and  the  expenses  incurred 
in  unlading  the  dutiable  articles. 

Art.  IV. — The  tariff  rates  of  goods  upon  which 
specific  duties  are  levied  shall  be  determined  in  con- 
formity with  the  rates  provided  in  the  present  Law. 

Art.  V. — In  case  of  exported  goods  being  re- 
imported,  a  rebate  of  custom  duties  shall  begranted 
only  in  regard  to  goods  clearly  warrantable  as 
having  been  re-imported  without  alteration  in  the 
packing. 

Provided  that  should  the  goods  have  been  re- 
ported for  Exhibition  purposes,  the  foregoing  pro- 
vision is  not  applicable  even  though  the  original 
packing  has  undergone  alteration. 

Ait.  VI. — In  case  of  any  objection  being  raised 
in  connection  with  the  valuation  at  a  Custom 
House,  the  goods  in  question  shall  be  bought  up 
by  the  Customs  after  having  been  appraised  ;  but 
if  this  arrangement  be  objected  to,  tariff  duties 
shall  be  paid  in  accordance  with  the  appraisement. 

Art.  VII. — In  the  case  of  all  manufactured 
articles  where  those  of  higher  and  lower  value  are 
mixed  indiscriminately,  duties  shall  be  levied  on 
the  basis  of  the  value  of  those  of  higher  price  if 
such  articles  be  more  numerous  ;  but  on  the  basis 
of  the  value  of  those  of  lower  price  when  such 
articles  constitute  a  majority. 

Piovided  that  when  the  respective  ratios  are 
not  determinable,  the  tariff  duties  shall  be  levied 
on  the  basis  of  the  articles  subject  to  the  higher 
tariff  rates. 

Art.  VIII. — With  respect  to  imports  not  sped 
Red  in  the  present  Law,  but  which  in  mateiial, 
construction,  or  use,  resemble  other  goods  men- 
tioned in  this  Law,  the  duties  levied  shall  be  on 
the  basis  of  the  tariff  rates  of  those  to  which  they 
bear  the  closest  resemblance.  Supplementary 
provisions  in  connection  with  this  subject  shall  be 
specially  enacted  hereafter. 

Art.  IX. — In  case  of  a  famine  being  apprehend- 
ed owing  to  domestic  agricultural  distress,  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Finance  may,  after  making 
due  announcement  of  the  fact  beforehand,  suspend 
the  imposition  of  duties  on  cereals  and  other 
necessary  food-stuffs. 

Provided  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  Government 
action  shall  subsequently  be  submitted  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Imperial  Diet. 

Art.  X. — The  importation  of  pictures  or  other 
articles  deemed  injurious  to  public  morals  ;  spurious 
coins;  and  opium  for  smoking  purposes,  shall  in 
no  case  be  permitted.  When  this  provision  is 
violated,  the  forbidden  imports  shall  be  confiscated. 

Art.  XI. — On  all  articles  intended  for  the  per- 
sonal use  of  diplomatic  officials,  or  of  their  ser- 
vants, of  such  countries  as  are  connected  by 
Treaty  will  this  Empire  ;  as  well  as  on  the  personal 
effects  of  foreign  visitors,  in  so  far  as  they  are  in 
direct  use  by  such  visitors,  no  duties  shall  be  levied. 

Art  XII. — On  all  ships  entering  a  harbour,  har- 
bour dues  at  the  rate  of  thirty  sen  per  ton,  according 
to  the  tonnage  specified  in  the  ship's  register  or 
other  document,  shall  be  levied. 

Art.  XIII. —  Detailed  rules  connected  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  present  Law  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Minister  of  State  for  Finance. 

APPENDIX. 

The  present  Law  shall  be  put  into  operation, 
after  the  revision  of  the  Treaties  now  in  force, 
against  all  countries  internationally  connected 
with  this  Empire. 

Presented  by  Kurihara  Ryoichi. 
Supported  by  Misaki  Kamenosuke 
and  32  others. 


Tommy — "  I  wish  you  would  come  every  even- 
ing to  call  on  aunty."  Mr.  Loftley— "  Do  you 
think  she  would  be  glad  to  see  me  ?"  Tommy — 
"I  don't  know,  but  she  gives  me  sixpence  every 
time  she  sees  >ou  comin'  to  answer  the  door  and 
say  she's  out." 

On  one  occasion  a  well-known  Presbyterian 
divine,  tiding  home  on  a  good  hoise,  overtook  iwo 
lairds  of  his  par  ish  who  had  just  been  appointed 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  They  lesolved  to  have  a 
joke  at  his  expense.  "Well,  Mr.  Thorn,"  said 
one,  "  you  are  very  unlike  your  Master,  for  he  was 
content  to  ride  on  an  ass."  To  which  Mr.  Thorn 
r  ejoined,  "  An  ass  !  There's  no  sic  a  beast  to  be 
gotten  nowadays.  "How  is  that  ?"  asked  the 
Justice.  "Because  they  now  make  them  a' 
Justices  0'  the  Peace.'' 


Juno  9,  1894.] 


YOKOHAMA  FIRE  BRIG  A  BE. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  Subscribers  to 

the  Yokohama  File  Brigade  was  helil  111  the  Coin 

inittee  Room  at  ihe  new  Fne  Station  on  Tuesday 
afternoon.    Thei  e  were  pi  esenl  Messi  s.  J.  Dodds 
(in  Hie  chaii),  H.  Baehr,  W.  J.  S.  Shanci,  C.  K 
M.  Martin,  J.  P.  Mollison,  James  Waller,  and  J 
D.  Hutchison,  Hon.  Sec.  and  Treasurer, 

The  Honorary  Secretary  having  lead  the 
notice  convening  the  meeting, 

The  Chairman  said  lliat  the  meeting  was  held 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  that  notice.  The 
repoi  t  and  accounts  of  the  Committee  had  appear 
ed  some  days  pieviously  and  all  that  remarried  for 
him  to  do  was,  as  a  matter  offoim,  to  formally 
present  those  accounts  for  adoption.      In  infer- 
ence to  the  minutes  of  the  last  general  meeting,  he 
thought  that  as  they  were  somewhat  lengthy,  and 
as  they  had  doubtless  been  lead  at  the  time  in  the 
newspaper  reports,  he  would  propose  that  they  be 
taken  as  read.    Referring  to  the  last  geneial  meet- 
ing, the  reports  mentioned  that  the  subject  of  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a  few  fire  stations  on 
the  Bluff  had  been  introduced.    Since  that  meet 
ing  was  held  a  fire  station  had  been  established 
on   the  Bluff,  as  they  doubtless   had  observed. 
It  was  situated  near  the  Public  Hall,  and  had 
been  of  considerable  service.    It  was  still  under 
contemplation  by  the  Committee  to  establish  one 
or  two  more  of  these  Fne  Stations  as  opportunity 
occurred.    The  main  Fire  Station,  in  a  room  of 
which  the  meeting  was  now  being  held,  had  also 
been  completed  during  the  yeai.    The  fire- well 
had  been  repaired  in  the  same  interval,  and  a  fire 
escape,  a  most  necessary  adjunct  of  the  Brigade, 
had  been  obtained  fiom  home.    He  had  nothing 
further  to  repoi  t,  but  would  now  present  the  ac- 
counts, and  in  so  doing  formally  moved  their 
adoption. 

Mr.  Mollison  seconded,  and  the  motion  was 
can  ied  unanimously. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Yokohama   Fire  Brigade 
1893. 

Remarks  on  Accounts.— Total  subscribers  for  1893 
show  an  increase  $380.79,  policy  fees  having  amounted 
to  $590  79  m°re  than  last  year,  while  the  contributions 
from  Insurance  companies  were  $2 10  short. 

Disbursments  amount  to  §9,287. 70,  but  this  includes,  on 
capital  account,  some  very  heavy  expenditure  for  rebuild 
ing  Settlement  Engine  House,  tost  of  new  station  on  th< 
Bluff,  part  payment  of  Fire  Escape  ordered  from  England 
&c. 

The  Working  account  shows  an  increase  of  §327.02,  the 
greater  part  of  which  arose  from  the  extra  dollar  amount 
paid  to  Supt.  Kipling  through  the  fall  in  exchange. 

Watchmkn  and  Patrol.— The  usual  lookout  has 
been  maintained  at  the  Bell  Tower  and  the  Settlement 
patrol  has  been  kept  up  during  the  usual  winter  months. 

Fires. — In  the  Settlement  there  were  eight  fires  during 
the  twelve  months,  and  one  or  two  of  these  proved  serious 
to  some  of  the  Insurance  companies.  At  the  fire  on  Lot 
No.  40,  on  8th  March,  the  manager  of  the  Hotel  unfor- 
tunately lost  his  life,  while  at  the  fires  in  Chinatown  two 
(.hinese  were  reported  as  lost.  On  the  Bluff  five  dwelling- 
houses  were  destroyed.  In  addition  to  the  above,  many 
calls  were  made  in  the  Settlement,  but  fortunately  the 
damage  proved  slight  on  most  occasions. 

The  following  report  has  been  handed  in  by  Mr.  Morgin 

Gentlemen,— I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  follow 
ing  report  of  the  work  of  the  Yokohama  Fire  Brigade  dur 
ing  1893  :— 

The  number  of  calls  for  fires  or  supposed  fires  received 
during  the  year  amounted  to  27.  Of  those  in  the  Settle, 
ment  8  ended  in  total  destruction  of  the  properties,  one 
building  was  partially  destroyed,  5  buildings  slightly,  and 
7  little  or  no  damage.  In  the  native  town,  4  were  exten 
sive  fires.    The  causes  were  leported  as  follows,  viz. : 

Defective  flues    y 

Fat  boiling  over   , 

Over-heating  fire-pans   1 

Lamp  upset    , 

Coal  tar  boiling  over    1 

Unknown    ,6 


•9th  October  ...No.   38,  Mem.ru.  Dfftkln  Urn.,  mid  Co.'i  .tore 
damaged  by  lire  mid  water. 
Putin  on  Uuirr. 
JU  January  ...No.  nor.  I)wellin«  destroyed. 

ud  i'cbrnary..Ni>.  10711,  Dwelling  destroyed, 
'o'!'  ''cl)r"ary--No.  7<'"&c»Dweillngiod  Outhouses  destroyed. 

JBtli  March  No.  *oj,  Two  storeyed  dwcllm*  and  outhouici 

destroyed. 

9lb  August  ...No.  141,  Dwelling  and  oiillioimeti  destroyed. 

The  Yokohama  Kike  Brigadk   in  Account  with 
J.  D.  Hutchison,  Yokohama. 

Caimial  Exri nui ruR«. 
Dec.  31,  1893.  Dr. 

To  Cost  of  Blull  Engine  Station   

To  Cost  of  New  Engine  Station  on  Lot,  No. 

338,  Settlement   <3,7-»o.6o 

Less  balance  unpaid   100.60 


USUI  ,1111  •: 


To  Paid  cost  of  rebuilding  Fire  Well,  Lot  238 
To  Paid  cost  of  Hire  Escape  from  Merrywea- 

ther  &  Sons,  London  ^36-0-0  @  j/Bf   

To  Repairs  Steam  and  Hand  Engines   

To  Repairs  to  Huildings  

To  Cost  of  Buckets,  Tarpaulins,  &c,  &c.  .. 


Working  Expenditure 
To  WagesSupt.KipIingiamonthsat^ie.is  4 

per  month  $1,584. 92 

To  Wages  European  Engineer  12  months  at 

$85  per  month  ^   1,020.00 

To  Wages  European  Foreman  12  months  at 

S50  per  month   600.00 

To  Wages  3  Japanese  Engineer  Assistants 

12  months  at  §7  each  per  month    252.00 

To  Wages  Japanese  Engineer  ia  months  at 

$14  per  month   168.00 

To  Wages  Japanese  Foreman  12  months  at 

tl  per  month    84.00 

To  Wages  2  Watchmen  on  Tower  12  months 

at  $S  each  per  month    192,00 

To  Wages  6  Patrol  men  5  months  at  ^4.63 

each  per  month    139. 30 

To  Wages  x  Foreman  and  2  Firemen  and  Oil 

for  1  month  at  Bluff  Station    2$. 00 

To  Clothing  and  uniforms  for  firemen    158.16 

To  Coal,  oil,  firewood,  sundries,  and  extra 

Coolie  hire  after  fires    200.38 


QRlpanien  whicb  should  go  towards 
paying  the  expenses  and  cost  of  establishing  h,c 

stations  on  Ilia  Bluff.  He  whs  glad  10  say 
1l1.1i  all  the  [nsuranca  Agents  agieed  in  this,  and 
as  a  result  Oil  and  allrr  I  ha  1st  of  September 
last  a  policy  Ice  ,,l  50  ,  ,.,,(.,  w;is  ,  ha.,.,  ,|  ,,,,  ,.v,.,  y 

policy  of  over  $1,000  on  the  Bluff,  which  charges 
have  gone  towards  covering  the  expenses  of  the 
Bluff  Fiie  Station,  and  in  forming  a  fund  for  the 
same  pin  pose. 

Mr.  Shand  asked  whether  any  steps  had  been 
taken  to  establish  a  Fire  Station  on  the  Missionaiv 
Bluff?  y 
The  Chairman  said  that  Mr.  Hutchison  had  in 
232.00 1  contemplation  the  establishing  of  a  Fire  Station 
at  thai  portion  of  the  Bluff  at  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Honorary  Skcretary  mentioned  that  he 
had  in  view  a  plot  of  land  near  No.  I,  which  would 
be  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

A  vole  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  concluded  the 
proceedings. 


t  220.00 


3,640.00 


296.65 
M9-7S 
30.00 
38.90 

$4,607.30 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  Our  Own  Correspondent). 


Sundry  Expenditure. 

To  Ground  Rent,  Lot  238  Settlement               §  87.38 

To  Ground  Rent  Bluff  Lot   j.87 

To  Gasworks,  for  Gas  consumed   77-40 

o  Waterworks,  for  water  supplied    74.89 

To  Printing  and  Advertising   15.00 


Dec 


3'. 


To  Balance  in   Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Bank   


'■37S-Q8 
§10,662.78 
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A  few  cases  only  of  slight  injury  to  Japanese  fireman 
have  been  reported. 

1  beg  to  place  on  record  that  we  have  received  from  time 
to  time  valuable  assistance  from  different  men-of-war  in 
harbour,  and  further,  that  the  Yokohama  Fire  Brigade 
has  worked  most  amicably  with  the  Police  and  Waterworks 
authorities.  I  would  also  state  that  great  credit  is  due  to 
Mr.  Ikariyama  Susumu,  Inspector  in  charge  of  Bluff  Police 
Station,  and  his  men,  for  their  valuable  assistance  rendered 
at  fires  on  the  Bluff  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  N.  MORGIN. 

Committee —In  conclusion,  the  present  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  James  Dodds,  J.  D.  Hutchison  C 
K.  Marshall  Martin,  J.  P.  Mollison,  VV  J.  S.  Shand,  James 
Walter,  and  W.  B.  Walter  now  beg  respectfully  to  tender 
their  resignation. 

Fir«s  »n  Settlement. 

8th  March  No.   40,  Club  Hotel  Annexe,  destroyed. 

9th  March  No.  113,  Private  Dwelling,  destroyed. 

10th  March  No.    70,  Outhouses  slightlv  damaged. 

Jth  May   No.   82,  Contents  of  two  storeyed  brick  godown, 

damaged  by  fire  and  water. 

16th  May   No.  162,  Dye  works  completely  destroyed. 

4<h  June   No.  181  and  182,  Messrs.  Smith,  Baker  &  Co.'s 

Tea-firing  godown,  destroyed. 
14th  August  ...No.  179,  1  Room  and  contents  damaged  by  fire 
and  water. 


Chicago,  May  3rd. 
The  new  American  steel  ship  Dirigio,  Captain 
Goodwin,  has  sailed  for  Hiogo,  Japan,  laden  with 
1,210,300  gallons  of  refined  oil,  valued  at  $6q,5j2, 
aiuiiher  arrival  will  be  awaited  with  considei  able 
interest,  as  she  was  constructed  with  a  view  to 
great  speed.  She  takes  out  the  largest  cargo  ever 
placed  on  board  a.  vessel  of  her  propoitions,  and 
4j423.96   floats  it  on  a  draught  wi»hin  23  feet. 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Knox,  D.D.,  has  recently  been  in 
this  city:  he  preached  in  a  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  addressed  the  Presbyterian  Ministers  in  iheir 
Monday  morning  meeting. 
3J6-44  I     The  last  few  days  haveSbeen  busy  ones  in  the 
office  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  here  ;  as  more 
than  1,500  Chinamen  are  said  to  have  registered. 
It  is  estimated  that,  when  the  time  expires  to-mor- 
row, there  will  be  about  500  unregistered  China- 
men liable  to  arrest  and  deportation. 
$  5.i7S'i°  I     Thomas  Stevens,  the  American  cyclist  who  has 
been  making  the  tour  of  the  world,  has  written  to 
S.3°9-99  |  a  London  friend,  thai,  by  the  aid  of  his  camera 
and  his  own  ingenuity,   he  has    discovered  the 
37.00  I  mysteries  of  the  Maliatmas.    He  claims  that  he  has 
'•>0-63  put  these  modern  miracles  to  a  practical  lest,  and 
<10.66j.78  has  secured  some  remarkable  results. 

The  latest  reports  from  Geimany  are  thai  she 
will  never  allow  her  influence  in  Samoa  to  be  di- 
minished ;  but  that  she  is  willing  "  lo  grant  to  the 
United  States,   by   treaty,  any   demands  which 
would  secure  lo  America  her  pi  esent  commei  cial 
lights  and  standing  in  Samoa;"  and  that,  if  any 
The  Chairman — The  only  other  business  before  change  is  made  in  the  management  of  Samnau 
us  is  the  election  of  a  Committee  for  the  ensuing   affairs,  it  could  be  "only  in   the  direction  of  a 
year.  The  present  Committee,  in  accordance  with   German  protectorate. " 

their  rules,  had  resigned,  but  all  were  eligible  for  From  Hawaii  there  is  no  specially  interesting 
■  Selection,  and  most,  he  thought,  would  no  doubt  news,  except  that  the  ex-Queen  has  recommended 
serve  again.    Before  passing  to  their  election,  how-  |  her  adheients  to  refrain  fiom  voting  in  the  election 


1893. 
an.  1. 

Dec.  31. 


Cr. 

By  Balance  from  1892   

By  Subscriptions  from  Fire  Offices 

for  year  J3.18J.00 

By  Policy  fees  collected  during  1893.  2>  '24.99 

By  Amount  received   for  Loan  of 

Steam  and  Hand  Engines   

By  Interest   


E.  St  O.  E. 
Yokohama,  December  31st,  1893. 

J.  D.  Hutchison, 
Hon.  Secy,  and  Treasurer. 
Examined  with  vouchers  and  found  correct. 

.  Duncan  McLaren. 


ever,  he  would  like  lo  make  some  reference  lo 
the  fact  that  the  report  of  the  Fire  Brigade  Super 
intendant  for  ihe  past  year  was  signed  by  Mr 
Morgin.  This  was  due  to  ihe  fact  that  Mr.  Kipling, 
iheir  former  Superintendent,  died  eaily  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  before  it  was  necessary  to  draw  up 
the  report  for  the  past  year.    The  Committee  wish- 


of  delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  so 
that  they  may  not  be  compelled  lo  take  the  oalh 
of  allegiance  10  the  Provisional  Government. 

From  Brazil,  loo,  comes  nothing  of  great  im- 
portance; merely  the   news  that  the  insurgents 
lave  suffered  some  minor  defeats. 
In  ihe  House  of   Representatives,  during  the 


ed  lo  express  their  regret  at  the  loss  sustained  by  I  discussion  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  appro 
the  Fire  Brigade  through  the  death  of  Mr.  Kipling,  prialion  bill,  an  amendment  to  abolish  consular 
It  properly  belonged  lo  this  present  year,  but  he  fees  al  Liverpool,  Hongkong,  Amoy,  Canton, 
thought  that  some  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Tientsin,  Havie,  Callao,  Prague,  Antwerp,  Val- 
fact  at  that  meeting.  Mr.  Morgio  had  been  ap-  paraiso,  Colon,  Chinkiang,  Foochow,  Hankow, 
pointed  by  the  Committee  to  the  vacant  post,  and  Bordeaux,  Belfast,  Bradford,  Demerara,  Glasgow, 
so  far  the  Committee  had  every  reason  to  be  satis-  Kingston,  Manchester,  Vera  Cruz,  Montanzas, 
fied  with  him. 

Mr.  Baehr  then  moved  the  reelection  of  the 
old  Committee,  Messrs.  James  Dodds,  J.  D. 
Hutchison,  C.  K.  Marshall  Martin,  J.  P.  Mollison, 
W.  J.  S.  Shand,  James  Walter,  and  W.  B.  Walter 
He  thought  the  subscribers  could  not  find  a 
better  committee  to  cany  out  the  woik. 

The  Chairman — Theie   is  only  one  absentee 
om  among  tl>e  committee,  and  that  is  Mr.  W.  B. 
Walter.     He  is  returning  10  Japan  within  a  few 
months,  and  I  think  that  he  should  be  1  Selected  on 


Basle,  and  Montevideo,  was  defeated. 

The  tariff  bill  is  still  before  the  Senate.  It  is, 
howevei ,  (ftnorled  ihata  truce  has  been  patched 
up,  and  rf^mpiomise  effected  between  the  war- 
ring elements  of  the  Deinocracj  .  This  compromise 
will  give  an  ad  valorem  A\.\\y  on  sugai  ;  put  a 
lime-limit  lo  the  income-lax  ;  and  make  a  few 
changes  in  the  iron  and  cartel  schedules. 

Revised  quaianiine  1  eg  illations,  piepaied  by 
Sin geon-Genei al  Wyman,  have  been  approved  by 
Secretary  Carlisle.  These  new  regulations,  while 
sufficiently  stiict,  are  not  so  unreasonable  as  pre- 
vious ones:  for  instance,  they  allow  healthy,  that 


to  the  Committee.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in 
ihe  Brigade,  and  besides  has  a  large  interest  in 

the  loan  of  one  of  the  steamers.    Of  course,  if  we  I  is,  uninfected,  persons,  to  land  without  any  delay 
vote  on  this  motion  we  shall  be  something  of  a  The  articles  with  reference  lo  merchandise  in  which 
self-constituted  body,  but  that  cannot  be  helped,   germs  may  easily  be  transported  are  stringent 
The  public  are  evidently  satisfied  with  the  way  in       Democrats  have  been  successful  in  two  special 
which  the  work  was  carried  out,  hence  their  non-  |  Congressional  elections— one   in   Louisiana  and 


attendance  at  the  meeting  that  afternoon.  The 
old  Committee  were  pleased  to  find  that  so  much 
rust  was  reposed  in  them.  There  was  one  other 
thing  he  should  like  to  mention,  and  that  was 
eference  to  a  subject  that  came  up  at  the 
last  general  meeting.  The  question  was  brought 
forward  as  lo  the  raising   of  a  fund  from  ihe 


one  in  Ohio. 

Judge  C.  R.  Scott,  of  Omaha,  "  felt  aggrieved" 
al  a  criticisms  of  his  decision  in  the  Omaha  Bee  ; 
and,  after  sentencing  the  reporter  who  wrote  the 
tide  10  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  treated 
Edward  Rosewater,  the  editor,  to  ihe  same  punish- 
ment with  the  addition  of  a  fine  of  $500,  all  for 
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"contempt  of  couil."  The  Nebiaska  Supreme 
Court,  liowever,  gi  anted  a  supesedeas,  and  will 
soon  pass  on  the  case. 

Several  prominent  men  have  died  recently : 
Jesse  Seligman,  the  famous  NewYoik  banker; 
"Billy"  McGarrahan,  who  for  thirty-five  years 
had  a  "claim"  before  Congress  in  relation  to 
some  California  lands;  Frank  Halton,  the  well- 
known  newspaper  man,  who  "  was  the  y#«»gsl 
man  except  Hamilton  to  hold  a  Cabinet  position," 
(Postmaster-General  under  P.esidenl  Arthur); 
and  Senator  Stockbridge,  of  Michigan,  a  million- 
aire  lumberman. 

On  the  29th  iust.  the  historical  St.  Charles  Hotel 
in  New  Oi  leans  was  destroyed  in  the  night  by  a 
fieice  fire,  in  which  it  is  thought  that  several,  but 
il  is  not  known  how  many,  lives  were  lost. 

On  the  following  day  a  land-slide  at  St.  Al- 
bans, ill  the  county  of  Port  Neuff,  in  the  Province 
of  Ouebec,  can  ied  into  the  River  St.  Anne  a  piece 
of  Tand  one  mile  by  four  miles  in  extent.  Il  is 
.epoited  that  §500,000  worth  of  property  whs  de- 
stroyed and  twelve  persons  were  killed. 

The  Woild's  Fair  Palaces  have  at  last  been  sold. 
Graff  and  Company,  house-wreckers  of  this  city, 
got  them  on  a  bid  of  $87,500,  of  which  $27,500 
is  to  be  paid  down,  and  the  balance  is  due  in 
monthly  installments  of  $4,000.  The  smaller  build^ 
j,igs  at  the  noith  end  of  the  park  must  be  cleared 
away  by  September  1st  of  this  year;  and  no  rub 
bish  must  be  left  anywhere  after  May  1st  1896. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  World  s  ban 
Directory  have  voted  that  a  dividend  of  ten  pei 
cent,  be  paid  on  June  9th,  and  have  issued  the 
following  statement : — 

Cash  in  Chicago  banks  April  28  ^tfill  1o 

Souvenir  coins  at  par-....^   W£9 

Cashier's  petty  cash  fund  ■  4,°oo.ooo 

City  of  Chicago  warrants  applicable  in  payment 

of  dividend    254.4Q3-7 


$1,486,362.68 

Fully  paid-up  stock,  including  appropriation  of  city 

of  Chicago  §10,504,260.00 

Ten  per  cent  of  same   .1,050,426.00 


contingent  under  "  General  "  Swift  has  reached 
New  Haven.  "  Colonel  "  Galvin's  division,  which 
had  captured  a  train,  was  compelled  to  surrender 
to  militia  at  Mount  Stei  ling,  Ohio  ;  and  "  General  " 
Hogan's  Montana  contingent  was  also  captured  in 
a  stolen  train.  "  General  "  Frye's  army  from  the 
South,  which  in  my  last  letter  I  stated  had  reached 
Ohio,  has  just  reached  Indianapolis.  A  division 
under  "  General  "  Randall  left  this  city  the  day 
before  yesterday,  and  is  now  marching  through 
Indiana.  Kelly's  army,  in  going  through  Iowa, 
has  been  troubled  with  mutiny  and  attempts  to 
assassinate  the  leader  ;  has  made  a  vain  attempt 
to  seize  a  train;  and  has  got  only  as  far  as  De 
Moines.  Yesterday  they  were  notified  that  they 
must  leave  theie,  as  no  food  would  be  given  them. 

The"Main  Army,"  under  Coxey,  passing  slowly 
through  Maryland,  suffered  from  desertions,  and 
reached  Washington  on  the  30th  day  of  April. 
On  the  following  day,  according  to  their  promise, 
they  made  a  public  demonstration,  and  ti  ied  to 
enter  the  Capitol.  But  a  large  squad  of  police 
used  their  clubs  very  freely,  and  chased  the 
"  Common wealers  "  away.  Coxey,  Browne,  and 
Jones  were  arrested  for  making  a  public  (disturb- 
ance, and  will  be  put  on  trial  to  morrow.  They 
will  be  defended  in  court  by  several  Populist 
lawyers,  including  Representatives  Pence,  of  Colo- 
rada  ;  Baker,  of  Kansas;  Kern,  of  Nebiaska; 
and  Boen,  of  Minnesota. 

Yesterday  the  City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  so 
overrun  by  a  mob  of  unemployed,  that  troops  had 
to  be  kept  under  arms  in  the  armouries  last  nigh 
and  to-day. 


MARINE  COURTS  OF  INQUIRY. 

 *  

Teishinsho,  Tokyo,  June  4th,  1894. 

The  Stranding  of  the  "  Wakanoura  Maru.; 


Balance   

The  South  Park  Commissioners  have  pi  actically 
decided  to  conve.t  the  Midway  Plaisance  into  a 
grand  canal  connecting  the  lagoons  of  Jackson 
Park  with  the  lakes  of  Washington  Park.  I  he 
banks  will  be  lined  with  trees  and  shrubbery, 
through  which  paths  and  drive-ways  will  run. 
There  will  be  bridges  at  convenient  intervals;  and 
the  canal  will  be  one  mile  long,  " 

The  formal  opening  of  the  Field  Columbian 
Museum  had  been  planned  for  May  I  ;  but,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  several  prominent  citi- 
zens has  been  postponed  a  short  time. 

Lincoln  Park  in  this  city  has  been  honoured 
with  a  bronze  statue  of  Shakespeare. 

The  Slate  University  of  Iowa  has  leceived 
$I#0  000  for  endowment;  and  Radcliffe  College  of 
Howard  has  been  bequeathed  an  estate  valued  at 

$i=;o,ooo.  ,  .  ' 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
American  University  at  Washington,  D.C.,  was 
held  yesterday,  It  was  voted,  that,  as  the  endow- 
ment for  a  department  of  history  was  in  hand, 
work  should  be  soon  began  on  a  hall  of  history 
and  a  hall  of  administration. 

At  the  time  of  my  last  letter  it  was  thought  that 
the  Great  Northern  strike  would  be  at  once  settled 
by  arbitration.  But,  though  President  Hill  sub- 
mitted a  proposition  looking  toward  a  settlement, 
the  striking  employes  were  unable  to  agree  on  a 
policy,  so  that  war  was  at  once  resumed.  Hie 
Knights  of  Labour  then  joined  the  strike,  and 
greatly  embarrassed  the  company.  On  the  28th 
nil  soldiers  had  to  be  sent  from  Felt  Snelling  to 
North  Dakota  to  help  the  U.S.  Marshals  protect 
the  propel ty  of  the  railroad.  And,  although  on 
the  same  day  the  company  brought  back  to  wo.k 
the  Brotherhood  men  by  restoring  then  old  wages, 
the  rest  of  the  employes  continued  to  refuse  peace. 
But  on  May  1st,  after  a  "  tie-up  "  for  18  days,  a 
conference  brought  about  by  business  men  effected 
a  settlement  by  which  the  sinkers  obtained  almost 
all  their  demands. 

The  strike  of  miners  has  been  spieading  will 
now  there  a.  e  almost  200,000  men  "out."  In 
Illinois  there  have  been  riots  or  fears  of  nols  at 
La  Salle  '1  oluca,  and  Streator.  Acting-Governor 
Gill  himself  went  to  Toluca,  and  succeeded  in 
checking  an  incipient  riot.  At  Iron  Mountain, 
Michigan,  great  suffe.ing  has  been  considerably 
diminished  by  the  opening  of  the  Chap.n  Mine 
which  will  give  employment  to  500  men  with 
families.  Most  of  the  coal  operators,  and  W.  r. 
Rend,  of  this  city,  are  working  vigorously  for  a 
settlement  of  the  difficulties  At  Pittsburg  there 
has  been  such  a  scarcity  of  coal  that  many  operators 
have  arranged  to  tow  back  a  supply  from  Cincin- 
nati. This  is  certainly  like  "  carrying  coals  to 
Newcastle !"  .  .  .         .  , 

The  present  status  of  the  various  divisions  o  the 
industrial  army  is  as  follows  :-The  New  England 


STATEMENT. 

The  Wakanoura  Maru  is  an  iron  screw  steamei 
of  1,556.3  tons  net  register,  222  nominal  horse 
power,  owned  by  Nippon  Yusen  Kabushiki  Kaisha 
The  Master  was  William  Thompsen,  a  Danish 
subject. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  circumstances  attending 
the  stranding,  which  took  place  near  No.  2  Fort 
(the  Fort  on  the  Saratoga  Spit)  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tokyo,  on  the  5th  March,  1894,  was  held  and  the 
evidence  given  by  the  Master  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Wakanoura  Maru  left  Kobe  for  Yokohama 
at  4  p.m.  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  at  6.28  p.m. 
on  the  day  following  passed   Kannonsaki  at  a 
distance  of  half  a  mile,  bearing  due  West  by  com- 
pass (the  ship's  head  at  the  time  was  due  North, 
the  deviation  o°  30'  E.),  and  then  altered  the 
course  to  N.  by  W.  \  W.  by  compass,  the  devia- 
tion being  1°  30'  W.    The  ship's  speed  at  the  time 
was  12  knots  an   hour.    After  passing  the  Red- 
light  Buoy  at  a  distance  of  3  or  4  cables  from  the 
port  beam,  and  when  he  reached  the  position  where 
the  Red-light  Buoy  bore  2  points  abaft  the  port 
beam,  he  gave  the  order  to  put  the  helm  to  star- 
board, but  a  red  light  having  been  reported  ahead 
at  the  same  time,  which  he  assumed  lobe  a  ship's 
light,  he  therefore  countermanded  the  order  and 
steered  on  the  same  course  as  before.    The  object 
of  his  original  intention  of  starboarding  the  helm, 
was  in  order  to  have  good  room  to  manoeuvre  in  in 
case  of  meeting  any  ships  and  to  give  the  Saratoga 
Spit  a  clear  berth.    According  to  his  reckoning, 
liowever,  he  expected  10  have  passed  Saratoga 
Spit  Fort  at  a  distance  of  about  3  cables  in  steering 
up  from  Kannosaki  on  the  course  N.  by  W.  \  W. 
by  compass,  and.  at  this  lime  observing  that  the 
red  ray  of  Kannonsaki  low  light  was  obscured,  he 
considered  there  wouldjje  no  danger  in  continu- 
ing on  the  same  course?   A  short  time  afterward 
he  sighted  the  Fort  ahead,  a  little  off  the  port 
how;  then   he   rung  the  telegraph  "Full  speed 
astern,"    and    put    the    helm  hard-a-starboard, 
but  after  an  interval  of  two  minutes,  the  ship  took 
ground  forward,  near  the  southern  extreme  of  the 
Poit,  at  6.44  p.m.  on  the  5th  of  March.    After  the 
ship  struck,  he  stopped  the  engines  and  made  all 
necessary  arrangements  in  getting  the  boats  ready 
for  use  if  required  ;  sounded  the  wells  and  found  the 
ship  making  no  water;  and  ascertained  the  depth 
of  water  around  the  ship,  which  was  as  follows  : — 
Forward,  15  feet  on  the  starboard  side,  16  feet  on 
the  port  side;  amidships,  4  fathoms  on  the  star- 
board side,  5^-  fathoms  on  the  port  side;  under  the 
stern,  6  fathoms:  the  nature  of  the  bottom  was 
soft  sand  and  mud.    The  ship  was  fixed  firmly  in 
her  position  and  did  not  move  until  she  finally  got 
off,  and,  whilst  preparations  for  discharging  cargo 
were  being  made,  the  ship  slid  off  herself,  at  about 
3.30  a.m.  on  the  6th  of  March,  just  a  little  before 
high  water.    After  the  ship  floated,  he  proceeded 
to  Yokohama  at  a  slow  speed,  and  arrived  there 
just  before  daylight,  when,  under  instructions  from 


the  owner,  a  diver  examined  the  ship's  bottom  ex- 
ternally, who  reported  that  the  ship  had  suslained 
no  damage. 

As  regards  the  weather  and  the  tides,  the 
Master  states  that  the  weather  was  cloudy  and 
daik  to  the  Northward  and  North  East,  but  clear 
to  the  Westward  and  overhead;  the  tide  was  at 
about  two  hours  afler  high  water  spring  tides, 
and  he  expected  that  the  tide  from  Kannonsski  to 
the  Red-light  Buoy  would  be  setting  to  the  S.E., 
and  beyond  this  to  the  South  or  S.  by  E. 

JUDGMENT. 

The  Court,   having   carefully    considered  the 
evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  interested  in  this 
case,  the  entries  in  the  ship's  log,  and  the  official 
report  of  the  circumstances  regarding  to  Kannon- 
saki low  light,  has  formed  the  following  opinion  :  — 
The  Master  stated  that  he  shaped  the  course 
from  Kannonsaki  and  steered  N.  by  W.  |  W.  by 
compass,  and  passed   the  Red-light  Buoy  at  a 
distance  of  3  to  4  cables  ;  and  that  he  expected  to 
pass  Saratoga  Spit  Fort  at  about  3  cables  to  the 
Westward  of  it  on  this  course;  added  to  this, 
observing  that  the  red  ray  of  Kannonsaki  low  light 
was  abscured,  he  considered  there  would  be  no 
danger  in  continuing  the  same  course.     Hegai  ding 
this  statement  the  Court  is  of  opinion  that  the  evi- 
dence relative  to  the  red  ray  of  Kannonsaki  low 
light  being  obscured  is  not  sufficient  to  be  taken  as 
a  fact.    Even  although  the  red  ray  was  not  seen, 
it  was  easy  to  have  ascertained  the  ship's  position 
by  taking  the  bearings  of  the  White  light  of 
Kannonsaki  and  the  Red  light  Buoy  and  ascer- 
tain from  the  ship's  position  whether  the  course 
being  steered  was  a  safe  one  or  not,  which  he 
neglected  to  do.     Further,  il  is  also  evident  that 
on  the  couise  he  was  steering,  he  did  not  make 
any  allowance  to  counteract  the  effect  of  the  tide. 
Notwithstanding  he  recognised  the  tide  was  sel- 
ling to  the  S.E.,  he  omitted  to  ascertain  his  exact 
distance  from  the  Red  light  Buoy  when  passing 
it,  but  merely  assumed    the   distance.  Again, 
having  been  steering  a  couise  which  would  take 
him  dangerously  near  the  Saratoga  Spit  F01 1,  he 
neglected  to  reduce  the  ship's  speed  when  sighting 
a  red  light  ahead  (supposed  to  be  a  ship's  light), 
but  he  proceeded  on  at  full  speed,  making  12  knots 
and  consequently  stranded  the  ship.    In  conclu- 
sion, the  Court  is  of  opinion  that  the  Master  has 
no  plea  for  escaping  censure  for  an  act  of  gross 
carelessness  on  his  part,    but  it   is  considered 
that  he  took  proper  measures,  immediately  after 
he  sighted  the   Fort,  in   reversing  the  engines  to 
full  speed  astern  and  in  putting  the  helm  hand-a- 
starboard,  which  consequently  prevented  the  ship 
from  sustaining  damage.      The  Court,  therefore, 
reprimands  the  Master,  William  Thompsen,  and 
cautions  him  to  be  more  careful  in  the  future. 

J.  Ito,  President. 

LJ.  YOSH.DA,-)  Assessors 

S.  Atsumi,  ) 
I  hereby  approve  of  this  finding. 

Count  KURODA  KlYOTAKA. 
Minister  of  State  for  Department 
of  Communications. 

June  4th,  1894. 


H.B.M.  Court,  Yokohama,  Thursday,  June 
7th,  1894. 

Stranding  of  the  "Argomene." 
A  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held  at  the 
British  Court  on  Thursday  to  ascertain  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  stranding  of  the  British  ship 
Argomene,  in  Suruga  Bay,  on  the  15th  May  last. 
The  Court  was  composed  as  follows  :  James  Troup, 
Esq.,  H.B.M.  Consul,  President ;  C.  H.S.Tocque, 
Esq.  Commander  of  the  P.  &  O.  steamship  Verona  ; 
and  W.  Watt,  Esq.,  Master  of  the  British  ship 
Glenclov  a. 

William  Oimond  Thomas,  the  Master  of  the 
vessel,  who  was  first  called,  produced  the  official 
and  sailing  logs,  and  having  been  sworn,  said — I 
hold  a  Board  of  Trade  Master's  certificate  No. 
05834.  I  left  Kobe  at  6  a.m.  on  the  2nd  May  and 
got  down  as  far  as  Tomogashima  Straits  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Meeting  with  a  strong  gale,  I  put 
back  and  anchoi  ed  in  Osaka  Bay.  Next  morning  I 
got  under  weigh,  and  proceeded  outside,  passing 
through  the  Strails  at  9.45  011  Sunday  morning. 
We  had  light  variable  winds  down  the-  Kii  Chan- 
nel and  along  the  coast.  On  Monday,  14th  May, 
at  4  p.m.,  I  was  ten  miles  from  Omaisaki.  I  then 
wore  the  ship  to  S.S.W.  At  midnight  I  wore 
the  ship  again,  and  went  over,  sleeting  my 
course  E.N.E.  As  far  a"s  I  could  reckon,  I 
ought  to  have  been  abreast  of  Omaisaki  about 
4  a.m.  on  14th.  All  the  bearings  were  true. 
At  5.30  o'clock  the  same  morning,  I  sighted  an 
island  bearing  E.  true,  distant  about  30  miles, 
presumably.  I  now  put  in  the  chart  I  was  using 
on  that  voyage.  The  island  I  have  just  mentioned 
I  took  to  be  Kozushima.  At  6  a.m.  I  altered  the 
course  N,E,  by  E,  |  E.  to  make  a  E.N.E.  course 


June  9,  1894.] 


THIS    JAI'AN    VVKRKLY  MAIL. 


line.    At  7  a.m.  altered  the  cotnse  N.E.  by  E  10 
".lake   N.E.   by  E.  J  E.  tine.    At   10.40  a.,,,'.  I 
lighted  land  on  the  port  bow  bearing  N.,  which 
I  took  to  be  tiie  south  easl  end  ol   Oshima  01 
V.ies  Island.    Ai  8  o'clock  the  weather  turned 
thick  and  duty,  with  drizzling  rain,  and  I  could 
not  see   Kozushima   any  longer.     The  chai  t  I 
was  using  was  bought  in   Hulade Iphia    in  Sep- 
tember,  1S93.      It    is    a   United   Stales  Hydro- 
graphical  Olh'ce  chart,  and  was  marked,  corrected 
to  September  1893,    After  sighting  what  I  took  for 
V.  ies  Island,  I  altered  the  course  to  N.  and  took  in 
the  mani sail,  spanker,  and  mizen-staysail.  Land 
was  visible   in  glimpses  between  the  rain.  At 
noon  tl,eie  was  a    moderate    breeze,    will.  rain. 
When  we  sighted  the  land  we  appeared  to  be 
sa.lmg  along  the  coast  with  the  island  011  our  star 
board  hand.     I  took  bearings  all  the  time.    At  lha't 
time  the  wind  would  be  about  S.S.E.  At  noon  there 
was  a  moderate  breeze,  with  rain  and  fog.    I  then 
alteied  the  course  to  N.N.W.  as  the  ship  appeared 
to  be  drawing  j„  towards  the  land.    I  presume  the 
ship  was  going  at  not  more  than  four  or  four  and 
a  half  knots  at  the  time.   At  1.30  p.m.  a  very  hard 
squall  with  heavy  rain  came  down  ;  I  took  in  main 
topgallant-sail  and  fore-sail.    The  weather  showed 
signs  of  dealing  to  the  westward  after  the  squall 
had  passed  over.    At  2  p.m.,  the  weather  getting 
veiy  thick,  hauled  ship  to  the  wind  on  the  poi  t  tack. 
At  2.45  p.m.  the  weather  again  cleared  up.  Sighted 
a  point  of  land  bearing  N.E.  by  E.  §  E.  true,  which 
I  took  to  be  the   N.W.  end  of  Oshima.  The 
wind  was  then  pretty  much  the  same,  from  S.  to 
S.S.E.     I  wore  ship  again  and  stood  N.N.E.  At 
four  p.m.  this  point  of  land  bore  E.,  and  as  I 
could  see    high  land  showing  behind   it  I  then 
knew  that  the  ship  was  out  of  position -I  Itnew 
that  I  ought  to  have  seen  the  open  sea  behind. 
I  at  once  hauled  ship  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard 
tack,  the  wind  at  the  time   being  about  S  I 
stood  E.S.E.   I  kept  the  land    in  sight   all  the 
time,  drawing  in  towards  it,  and  kept  the  lead 
going,  but  could  get  no  bottom  at  100  fathoms 
At  5.30  p.m.  the    land  was  close  to,  ahead.  I 
wore   ship  to  the  westward,   the  wind   was  still 
the  same.    Soon  afte«,  we  made  the  land  on  both 
bows.    Before  I  wore  ship  I  could  see  land  on  both 
bows,  stretching  North  and  South.     It  kept  clear- 
mg  and  thickening,  and  the  wind  was  increasing 
to  high  squalls.     At  6.30  p.m.  I  wore  ship  to  the 
b.H.,  having  stood  right  over  to  the  land  on  the 
other  side.     I  was  sounding  all  the  time  with  the 
ordinal  y  deep  sea  lead  with  Massey's  sounding 
machine  attached.    As  we  stood  over  to  the  other 
coast  the  wind  shifted  a  little  to  the  S.S.W.  The 
weather  cleared  a  little,  but  the  wind  increased  to 
squalls  of  terrific  violence.  As  the  weather  cleared 
about  6.30,  I  could  see  land  all  round  ;  the  ship 
was  making  great  way  to    leeward,  at  least  4 
points,  if  not  more.   The  ship  was  then  under  the 
upper  topsails  and  the  foresail  ;  she  was  lay- 
ing over  at  a  dangerous   angle.     We  were  in 
ballast.    We  had  sufficient  ballast  on  board,  how- 
ever.   I  kept  standing  over  on  the  lack  mentioned 
all  the  time,  until  at  10.30  p.m.  a  hard  gale  with 
rain  squalls  came  down.     The  weather  showed 
no  signs  of  moderating,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of 
keeping  the  ship  off  the  rocks,  I  thought  it  pru 
dent  to  clear  away  the  boats.     Dining  the  night 
the  lead  was  kept  constantly  going.    The  land 
appeared  to  be  very  close-to,  under  our  lee  all  the 
time.    The  wind  was  about  S.S.W. ;  and  it  may 
have  hauled  a  little  more  to  the  W.,  for  at  about  11 
p.m.  we  were  close  to  the  rocks  and  she  was  coming 
up  a  bit.    I  could  get  no  bottom  from  between 
90  and  100  fathoms,  and   I  could  see  that  it  was 
useless  to  wear  her  round.     I  went  forward  and 
let  go  the  starboard  anchor;  checked  chain  at 
about  30  fathoms,    intending  to  slack  away  to 
about  ninety  fathoms,  but  the  brake  refused  to 
work  after  about  60  fathoms  had  run,  and  the 
chain  all  ran  out  and  parted  at  the  end.  This 
did  not  bring  her   up  at  all,  and  it  appeared 
as   if  the  anchor  was  going  down  into  300  fa- 
thoms.    We  could  see  land  right  under  our  lee. 
We  still  kept  sounding  but  could  find  no  bottom 
at  80  to  90  fathoms.    At  11.30  p.m.  the  breakeis 
were  plainly  seen   from  the    forecastle    head.  I 
got  the  boais  into  the  water  and  ordered  people 
into  them.    There  was  no  excitement  of  any  kind. 
No.  2  lifeboat  got  badly  strained  by  knocking 
against  the  ship's  side  after  launching.    The  boats 
were  lowered  on  the  weather  side  as  I  was  fright- 
ened to  put  them  on  the   lee  side,  as  the  beach 
appeared  so  steep  and  close,  and  in  the  event  of  a 
smash  no  person  could  have  hoped  for  a  chance. 
After  the  crew  were  all  in  the  boats  the  mate  and 
myself  went  round  to  see  that  all  hands  were  out  of 
the  ship.    The  mate  then  went  down  into  the  boat, 
and  I  followed  shortly  afterwards.    We  kept  the 
boats'  head  on   to   the  sea,  intending  to  keep 
the  ship  in  sight  as  long  as  possible.    It  was  ex- 
actly II.38  by  the  cabin  clock  when  we  left  the  ship. 
We  soon  lost  sight  of  the  vessel  in  the  darkness. 


About  two  horns  aflei  leaving  the  ship,  we  h.id  ;, 
very  haul    squall  with   heavy  rain  laslmg  only  a 
sho.t  lime,  alter  which  (he  wind  began  10  mode- 
rate.    At    daybieak  the   wind  was    rapidly  de- 
ceasing and  the  sea  going  down.    About  5  a.m. 
we  sighted  the  ship  at  a  distance  of  5  01  6  miles  and 
went  aboaj  d  her  again.  The  boats  parted  company 
III  the  darkness,  and  it  was  my  boat  that  went  on 
board.    We  found  the  ship  stranded  on  a  shelving 
bank,  and  apparently  uninjured,  there  being  no 
water  in  the  well.    The  other  boat  relumed  to  the 
ship  about  7  o'clock   in   the  morning,   with  the 
second  officer.     We  sounded  round  the  ship  and 
found  9  feet  of  water  on  the  outside.     It  was  then 
about  low  tide.    We  found  the  water  to  deepen  to 
20  fathoms  about  2  cables'  length  f.om  the  ship. 
We  ran  out  kedge  anchors  to  try  and  heave  the 
ship  off  at  high  water,  but  a  fresli  westerly  wind 
coming  up  with  the  flood  tide  we  could  not  move 
her.    The  chief   of    police  of  the    village  near 
came  on  board  and  I  applied  to  him  forassistance. 
He  offered  to  communicate  with  the  Japanese  in 
hopes  of  getting  a  man-of-war  to  assist  in  getting 
the  ship  off  the  beach.  The  reply  was  not  favour 
able.    I  then  communicated  with  my  agents  in 
Yokohama  by  telegraph.      In  the  meantime  we 
shifted   the    kedges  and   on  the    17th    tried  on 
two  occasions  to   get  her  off,  but  again  failed 
to    move    her.     The   wind    had    fallen    and  it 
was   almost   a   dead   calm.     On    the   18th  the 
steamer  Benledi  came  along   and  on  the  morn- 
mg  of  the  19th  succeeded  in  getting  us  off.  Two 
hawsers  were  parted  in  the  first  attempt  on  the 
evening  of  the  18th.    A  Japanese  gunboat  came 
along  on   the  evening    of    the  181I1  and  offered 
to  assist  me.     I  accepted  the  offer,  but  it  was  not 
equired,  as  the  Benledi  got  us  off  in  the  morning, 
and  then  towed  us  up  to  Yokohama. 

Cross-examined— We  were  making  about  four 
on  five  knots  between  midnight  and  5.30  on  the 
15th.  We  may,  perhaps,  have  been  making  ii 
points  leeway,  as  we  were  a  light  ship.  I  gave 
all  the  courses  myself.  I  kept  filing  rockets  and 
burning  blue  lights  the  whole  of  the  night  of  the 
15th,  hoping  to  attract  local  assistance.  I  had 
the  North  Pacific  Directory  and  the  China  Sea 
Duectory  supplied  to  me  by  my  owners.  My 
officers  carried  out  my  orders  to  my  satisfaction 
throughout  the  whole  matter. 

The  Cou.t  then  adjourned  till  2  o'clock. 
Captain  Thomas,  recalled,  pointed  out  on  the 
British  Admiralty  chart  the  exact  spot  where  the 
Argomene  went  ashore,  about  three  miles  to  the 
south  eastward  of  Numadzu.  He  then  said—I 
had  a  small  island  right  ahead  of  the  vessel  as  she 
lay  on  the  beach.  No  lives  were  lost  through  the 
stranding.  The  man  who  was  at  the  wheel  on  the 
night  of  the  casualty  deserted  after  we  arrived  at 
Yokohama,  along  with  several  other  men.  While 
we  were  in  the  boats  we  could  see  the  land  near 
We  steered  out  to  the  South  and  Southeast 
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ward,  and  the  land  was  lying  round  us  and  astern 
of  the  boat.  We  kept  the  boats'  heads  to  the 
wind  and  waves,  steering  S.S.W.  The  ship  ap- 
peared  so  close  to  the  rocks  when  we  left  her  that 
I  really  thought  that  she  could  not  have  lasted 
another  ten  minutes.  We  sounded  and  could 
find  no  bottom  up  to  the  last  minute  before  leav- 
ing the  ship.  She  must  have  got  into  the  sound- 
ings before  she  ran  ashore.  When  we  first  sighted 
her  again  we  were  on  the  opposite  side  of  Inoura 
Bay  to  where  the  ship  was  lying. 

Richard  Meadows,  first  mate,  sworn,  said— I 
hold  a  master's  certificate,  No.  99672,  Board  of 
trade.  I  can  say  nothing  more  than  the  captain 
has  said.  I  can  confirm  his  statement  in  details 
if  the  Court  wishes.  I  was  0.1  deck  from  12  o'clock 
on  the  15th  until  we  left  the  ship,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  half  an  hour  between  four  and  five. 

Cross-examined— I  was  on  deck  at  5.30'  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th.  I  sighted  the  island  which 
the  Captain  thought  was  Kozushima,  and  I  cal- 
led the  master.  He  came  up  on  deck,  and  then 
having  consulted  the  chart  said  tfiat  it  was  Kozu- 
shima. I  am  sure  it  was  an  island,  and  not  high 
land.  We  took  the  bearings  of  the  island,  and  I 
(hen  told  the  Captain  of  the  courses  we  had  been 
steering  since  4  o'clock.  I  saw  no  light  during  the 
night  011  the  por  t  beam.  The  weather  then  was  not 
very  thick,  it  was  hazy.  During  the  night  of  the 
14th  the  weather  was  fine  till  midnight.  I  then 
went  below,  and  came  tip  at  4  o'clock.  When  the 
wind  was  S.S.W.,  the- vessel  was  heading  S.E  as 
she  lay  on  the  beach,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Captain  Thomas  recalled,  said  that  the  ship,  as 
she  lay  on  the  beach  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
had  her  head  pointing  due  S.,  Fujiyama  being 
the  least  bit  on  the  starboard  quarter  astern. 

Henry  Hill  Drummond,  second  mate,  sworn, 
deposed— I  hold  a  second  mate's  certificate  No 
023324,  Board  of  Trade.  I  went  on  deck  at  mid- 
night on  the  14th  and  remained  on  deck  until  4 
o  clock.  During  the  night  I  saw  no  light  on  the 
port  bow.    About  one  o'clock  the  weather  grew 


very  dark,  banking  up  to  the  southward.  I  kept 
I .look-out  all  around,  but  I  did  not  see  in«  lighi 
I  he  look-out  man  on  the  forecast  I,-  head  thai 
night  was  one  ol  the  deserters.  I  was  ...  the  boat 
which  was  Itrained  before  leaving  the  ship.  I  |0f| 
sight  of  (he  ship  and  the  oilier  boat  in  about 
twenty  minutes  afte.  leaving  the  ship.  The  boat 
Uepl  filling  and  we  had  to  bale  continually.  We 
were  pulling  round  a  small  bight  when  we  saw 
the  ship  lying  off  to  ll.e  S.S.E.  I  reached  ll.e 
beach  in  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half 
after  leaving  ihe  ship.  The  beach  was  shingly 
and  we  ran  through  ll.e  surf;  we  were  thrown  out 
on  to  the  beach.  The  land  around  was  low.  It  was 
a  long  way  from  ll.e  ship.  We  took  to  the  boat 
again  about  5  o'clock  and  went  out  to  look  for  the 
ship.  We  were  pulling  about  two  hours  before 
we  got  aboard  her  again.  A  Japanese  accom- 
panied us  to  show  us  where  the  ship  might  be. 

To  Capt.  Thomas— I  did  nol  expect  to  see  the 
whole  ship  again,  but  I  thought  we  might  pick  up 
the  boat  or  some  of  the  wreckage. 

Capt.  Thomas  — My  reason  for  asking  the 
question  is  because  I  never  expected  to  see  the 
ship  again. 

Witness— More  did  I,  still  I  thought  there 
might  be  something  of  her  left.  I  walked  along 
the  beach  till  I  came  to  a  river,  and  then  I  went 
back  to  my  boat.  The  Captain  was  on  the  deck 
with  on  the  whole  of  the  night  on  which  the 
casually  occured. 

Daniel  McLean,  an  A.B.,  sworn,  said— I  recol- 
lect the  night  of  the  15th  May.  I  was  on  deck 
on  the  look-out  until  we  left  the  ship.  I  could  not 
seethe  land  until  half-past  ten,  because  of  the  fog 
It  was  high  land  that  came  in  sight  then  on  the 
port  bow.  After  it  cleared  up  I  could  see  the  land 
all  round  on  the  starboard  hand.  The  wind  was 
high  with  heavy  squalls,  while  there  were  breakers 
on  the  port  bow. 

Robert  Jones,  a  sailmaker,  sworn,  deposed  to 
being  in  the  No.  1  Life-boat,  the  Captain's  boat. 
Everything  was  prepared  and  there  was  no  dif- 
hculty  in  getting  the  boat  out.    Our  boat  was 
lowered  fi.st.    The  other  boat  was  then  being  got 
over  the  side.     When  the  first  boat  was  lowered 
ihe  Captain's  wife,    and    two  children,  myself 
Smith,  and  two  hands  got  into  it.    Then  we  hung 
by  the  ship  by  a  long  painter  until  the  other  boat 
was  let  down.     Then  the  Captain,  the  first  mate 
and  four  other   men   came  alongside  us  in  the 
other  boat  and  we    took  them    along   with  us 
The  other  boat  pulled  away,  but  we  gradually  lost 
sight  of  one  another. 

Captain  Thomas,  recalled  said,  there  were  29 
persons  on  board  the  Argomene  on  the  night  of 
the  casualty,  including  his  wife,  two  children,  a 
native  servant,  and  himself,  25  working  hands'all 
told.    The  ship  was  built  in  1877,  at  Southampton 
and  is  classed  Ai,  100  at  Lloyds.    She  is  built  of 
iron.    All  hands  were  available  at  the  time  of  the 
casualty.    This  voyage  originally  commenced  at 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  22nd,  1893.     It  was  about  half 
tide  when  we  left  the  ship.    I  made  allowance 
lor  the  inset  of  the  tide  of  about  one  mile  per  hour 
m  the  courses  which  I  set  after  midnight  of  the  14th. 
I  hen  I  allowed  nearly  a  point  until  I  made  the  is- 
and  in  the  morning,  and  I  allowed  for  a  current  of 
from  2  to  2|  knots.    When  I  sighted  the  island  I 
concluded  that  there  could  not  be  any  inset  at  that 
time.    I  did  not  make  any  allowance  for  an  inset 
when  on  the  starboard  tack  from  four  p.m.  to  mid- 
night.    I  expected  the  cm  rent  then  to  carry  me  to 
the  eastward. 

Robert  McLean,  recalled,  said  he  was  on  the 
look-out  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  from  2  till  4 

0  clock.  The  weather  was  thick  from  2  to  3  and 
cleared  a  little  between  3  and  4.  He  saw  no  light 
at  al  ;  he  looked  over  the  port  beam  and  all  round. 

1  he  horizon  was  thick. 

^  The  Com  l  then  adjourned,  and  on  resuming  a 

The  President,  in  delivering  the  finding  of  the 
Court  briefly  reviewed  the  evidence  which  had 
been  given,  and  then  continued— The  Cent  having 
regard  to  the  circumstances  above  stated  finds 
that  the  courses  set  by  the  master  after  sighting 
Omai-saki  until  he  sighted  land  on  the  morning  of 
the  15th  were  judiciously  given  ;  but  that  the  ves- 
sel had  been  carried  out  of  her  course  by  the  inset 
of  the  current.  The  master  evidently  then  mis- 
took the  S. -Western  part  of  Idzu  for  the  Island  of 
Kozushima,  and  acting  on  that,  worked  the  ship 
into  Suruga  Gulf — no  soundings  being  possible, 
and  the  weather  being  generally  thick  with  heavy 
squalls.  There  is  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show 
that  he  could  have  discovered  his  error  sooner 
than  he  did— subsequently  to  beat  out  of  the  Gulf 
was  an  impossibility,  the  ship  being  light  in  ballast. 
The  Court  considers  that  the  master  acted  with  due 
prudence  in  putting  his  crew  into  the  boats  under 
the  circumstances.  The  Court  acquits  the  master  of 
all  blame  for  the  casualty;  and  finds  that  proper 
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discipline  was  maintained  on  board.    The  ship 
was  sufficiently  well  found  in  charts  and  sailing 
rectories.  The  expenses  amounting  lo  £6. 9s.  weie 
ordered  10  be  paid  by  the  master  of  the  Argomene- 


MADAME  MINNIE  HA  UK  AT  THE 
PUBLIC  HALL. 


ninth 
ceaux 
self, 
again 
ence, 


The  conceit  given  in  tlie  Public  Hall  on  Thurs- 
day evening  by  Madame  Minnie  Hauk,  the  ctea- 
lor  of  Carmen,  should  linger  long  in  the  memory 
of  local  concerl-goeis  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
ever  held  in  our  midst.  The  diva  was  in  splendid 
voice,  while  the  distinguished  amateurs  of  Tokyo 
and  Yokohama  who  so  kindly  assisted  have  seldom 
been  heard  with  finer  effect.  It  goes  without  say- 
ing that  the  Hall  was  filled  to  overflowing,  but 
thanks  lo  the  efficient  management  of  Messis 
Kelly  &  Walsh  the  sealing  arrangements  worked 
most  smoothly,  and  no  trouble  was  expeiienced  in 
finding  one's  allotted  seat— a  small  meicy,  pei  haps, 
but  still  one  for  which  thanks  should  be  returned. 
Considering  the  lime  of  year  and  the  laige  con- 
course gathered  within  such  a  limited  space,  the 
Hall  was  comparatively  cool  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  evening,  the  showers  which  fell 
between  sunset  and  nine  o'clock  naturally  con 
tribuling  laigely  to  this  agreeable  state  of  things. 
As  is  usual  on  these  occasions,  the  platform  was 
banked  with  ornamental  shrubs  and  flowering 
plants,  and  their  arrangement  was  particularly 
effective,  toning  down  in  a  happy  manner  the  vivid 
glories  of  the  drop  curtain.  Another  prelty  feature 
worthy  of  passing  notice  were  the  programmes, 
which,  printed  on  cards  decorated  with  typical 
Japanese  land  or  seascapes  and  figures  in  water 
colours,  should  prove  dainty  souvenirs  of  a  memor- 
able occasion. 

Willi  commendable  punctuality  Mr.  and  Miss 
Griffin  opened  the  pioceedings  with  a  pianoforte 
duett,  the  Overture  to  Rossini's  Othello,  which  was 
deservedly  applauded.      A  quartett  by  Messrs 
Ramsegger,  Kaufmann,  Crane,  and  Dannenberg 
followed.      Delightful   in    execution,  expression 
and  sympathetic  interpretation;  the  number  was 
one  of  the  most,  attractive  pieces  of  the  night 
Then   Professor   Dittrich    led    Madame  Minnie 
Hank  across  the  platform  amid  a  perfect  storm 
of  welcome.      It  was  with  a  keen  pleasuie  that 
the  audience  settled  itself  down   to  listen  lo  the 
"  Vision  of  Elsa,"  from  Lohengrin,  Professor  Dit 
trich  playing  the  accompaniment.  The  grand  scena 
was  nobly  given  and  at  its  close  the  sweet  singer 
was  recalled  lo  receive  a  lovely  basket  of  flowers 
The  fourth   number  on  the  programme   was  the 
pianofoile  and    violin  duett  by  Professors  von 
Koeber    and   Dittrich.      Tarlini's  Sonata   in  G 
Minor  proved  a  dream  of  pure  delight  as  ex 
pounded  by  these  skilled  musicians,  for  the  violin 
in  Pi  of.  Dittiich's  hands  becomes  a  tiling  of  life, 
speaking  in  many  a  joyous  strain,  though  under 
them  all  is  heard  that  "  deep  melodious  wail  as 
of  souls  in  pain."    Everyone  wanted  to  hear  the 
gem  again,  but  the  players  would  only  bow  their 
thanks.     Three   songs,    "  Widninng,"  "Hymn 
a  Eros,"  and  "  Vei  gebliclies  Staendchen,"  were 
then  given  by  Madame  Miniue  Hauk,  and  each 
received  a  full  mede  of  dramatic  justice  at 
hands.     Another  and  a  larger  basket  of  flowers 
was  handed  up  to  the  singer  at  the  conclusion  o 
these  songs,  and   in  response  10  the  persistent 
recall,  she  sat  down  to  the  piano  to  accompany  her 
self  in  the  encore  which  followed  the  piesentalion 
She  chose  "  I  know  a  maiden  fair  to  see,"  an 
the  exquisite  abandon  with  which  she  gave 
evoked  another  recall.    The  house  was  not  to  be 
denied,  and  Madame  Hauk  cheerfully  gave  the 
old-time  favourite,  "  Love  was  once  a  little  boy 

 [hen  only  would  ihe  audience  allow  her  to  retire 

the  applause  following  being  of  a  character  seldom 
befoie  heard  within  the  walls  of  the  Public  Hall 

The  second  half  was  no  less  replete  in  its  musi 
cal  successes  than  had  been  the  opening.  Madam 
Hank's  soi.ks  were  all  splendidly  given.    As  an 
encore  lo  "La  Slyrienne,"  she  gave  "Kathleen 
Mavourneen."     A  king  can    do  no    wiong  is 


number,    a    "  Romance,"   and   a    "  Mor- 
de  Salon,"  Prof.  Dittrich   sui  passed  him- 
We    could  have    listened   to   them  both 
wilh  pleasure,   and   so  thought  his  audi- 
bul   the  Professor  would  only  express  his 
thanks  for  the  enthusiastic  acclaim  with  an  appre- 
ciate bow.    The  concluding  stiing  quartett  (a) 
Hadyn  Op.  3,  and  (b)  a  Menuelto  by  Bocherini, 
were  very  lovely,  and  deserve  a  foremost  place  in 
ie  next  concert  in  which  these  violinists  appear. 
The  following  was  the  programme  :— 
PROGRAMME. 

 Pianoforte  Duet,  Ouverture  to  "Otello  "  Rossini 

Mr.  and  Miss  Griffin. 

—Allegretto  and  Trio  from  the  4th  Quartett  Mozart. 

Messrs.  Ramsegger,  Kaufmann,  Crane,  and  Dannenberg 
_««  Vision  of  Elsa  "" 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


from  "  Lohengrin  "   R.Wagner. 

Madame  Minnie  Hauk. 

4.-Sonata  in  G.  Minor   Tartini. 

For  Piano  and  Violin. 
Prof,  von  Koeber  and  Prof.  Dittrich. 
Songs   (<")  Widmung   Schumann. 

(b)  Hymn  a  Eros  A.  Holmes. 

(c)  Vergebliches  Staendchen  Brahms. 

Madame  Minnie  Hauk. 

6— Sonata  in  B.  Flat  (Allegro,  Adagio,  Molto  presto).  ..Mozart. 
Mr.  and  Miss  Griffin. 

7.  _"  La  Styrienne"  from  "  Mignon  "  A.  Thomas. 

Madame  Minnie  Hauk. 

8.  — Violin  Solo......,'a)  Romance  j.  Svendsen. 

(b)  Morceaux  de  Salon   Vieuxtemps, 

Prof.  Dittrich. 

9.  — [a)  M'ama,  non  m'ama   Mascagni. 

(i)  Habanera  from  "  Carmen  "  (created  by  her)   Biret. 

Madame  Minnie  Hauk.  ^ 

10.— («)  Andantino  gracioso  and  presto  Op.  3   Haydn. 

(f>)  Menuetto  Bocherini. 

Messrs.  Ramsegger,  Kaufmann,  Crane,  and  Dannenberg. 


axiom  pertaining  to  those  who  are  bom  in  the 
purple,  and  by  the  same  reasoning  a  Queen  of 
Song  can  take  whatever  liberties  she  may 
think  best  and  most  taking  with  the  music 
or  received  rendering  of  any  song  which  si) 
may  deign  to  include  in  her  repertoire,  without 
let  or  hindrance.  Yel  we  think  the  old-fashioned 
way  of  singing  this  long-cherished  Irish  ballad 
used  to  bring  out  all  its  infinite  beauties  to  the  ful 
lest  extent  of  their  significance.  Others,  however 
may  think  differently,  and  may  much  prefer  tl 
newer  style  with  all  its  merelriciousness.  '*  Home 
sweet  Home"  was  one  of  the  triple  encore-songs 
given  at  the  close  of  "  Habanera,"  an  aria  from 
Carmen,  and  it  brought  tears  perilously  close  to 
Ihe  eyes  of  many  among  the  assembly.     In  the 


CRICKET. 
 ♦  

IThe  Captain's  Team  v.  Mr.  Crawford's  Team 


The  high  wind  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  a  most 
disagreeable  attendant  upon  the  Cricket  Match, 
11  in  addition  lo  overchaiging  the  atmospheie 
ith   dense  clouds  and   irritating  whirls    of  the 
giittiest   dust   imaginable,    it    accentuated   to  a 
startling  degree  the  Club's  chief  weakness  this 
season— its  bowling.    Certainly  this  fealuie  was 
more  noticeable  dm  ing  the  innings  of  the  Captain's 
ide,  but  the  others  have  nothing  much  lo  boast 
about.  Both  teamshad  the  benefit  of  agroundsman, 
who  were  ironically  dubbed  "Briggs"  and  "Loh- 
inann  "  respectively,  and  the  latter's  performance 
with  iheleathet1  wasnotat  all  discreditable, 6crickets 
falling  during  the  delivery  of  80  balls.  Ciawford 
opened  the  proceedings  by  sending  in  Barton  and 
Todd.    The  latter  tetired  when  II  runs  had  been 
made,  of  which  6  were  off  his  own  bat.     E.  R. 
Morriss  then  joined  Barton,  and  the  parnership  con- 
tinued until  about  a  quarter  to  four  o'clock  ;  Bai  ton 
was  then  neatly  caught  at  the  wickets  by  Dodds. 
His  score  of  68  included  one  4,  six  3's,  and  one  5. 
Two  chances  were  early  given  in  the  slips  by  the 
etiring  batsman,  but,  on  the  whole,  he  had  played 
1  caieful  game.    Willi  twt>  wickets  only  down, 
and  the  score  at  127,  the  prospects  of  the  side  were 
very  bright.     Showier,  next  man  in,  did  not  do 
uch,  however,  being  run  out  after  scoring  3. 
Garfit  and    Lamb  were    both  caught  out,  and 
then  Arbouin  joined  Morris,  who  had  had  one  or 
two  "  lives  "  vouchsafed  him.    Morriss  was  finally 
caught    by  Tuska,   the  innings  then  being  de- 
clared closed,  7  wickets  for  184.    Eight  4's  and 
three  ~'s  are  lo  be  placed  to  Morriss'  credit,  his 
total  oi  78  being  the  top  score  of  the  day.  The 
in-going  team  looked  none  the  fresher  for  their 
hard  iwo  hours  and  a  half  of  leather-hunting 
beneath  a   torrid  sun,  but   they  made  a  much 
better  stand  than  could  have  been  expected  under 
the  circumstances.    The  veteran,   Dodds,  made 
the  best  total,  33,  the  only  other  man  to  get  into 
double  figures  being  Healing,  who,  however,  was 
but  a  bad  second  with  12.    Four  of  the  team  were 
caught,  and  six  clean  bowled,  the  other  two  being 
stumped  by  Dickinson.  Scores 

Mr.  Crawford's  Eleven. 
Mr.  G.  W,  Barton,  c.  Dodds, 

b.  Mollison    68 

Dr.    Todd,  c.   Tuska,  b. 

Walford   6 

Mr.     E.    R.    Morriss,  c. 

Tuska,  b.  Walfurd   ?8 

Mr.  W.  Y.  Showier,  run 

out    3 

Mr.  A.  S.  Garrit,  c.  Dodds, 

b."  Briggs"  „   7 

Mr.  A.  R.  Lamb,  c.  Cun- 

dell,  b.  "  Briggs  "   8 

Mr.  Arbouin,  not  out    _  3 

Mr.  H.  V.  Dickinson,^  ■«  i-o 
Mr.  K.  F.  Crawford,  is"0  S 
Mr.  Thomson,  l„  - 

Dr.  Monro.  f§J„ 
Mr.  H.  C.  Litchfield,  I  rfS 
Mr.  H.  Tennant,  I  ^'5  S 
*'  Lohmann,"  J  Q.So 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "Japan  Mail,"] 

London,  June  2. 
A  financial  crisis  has  arisen  in  the  Argentine 
Republic  and  gold  is  at  a  premium  of  300  per 
cent. 

A  serious  conflict  has  occurred  in  the  streets 
of  Sofia,  in  which  a  large  number  of  persons 
have  been  killed  and  many  more  injured.  It  is 
reported  that  the  police  and  some  of  the  troops 
have  declared  in  favour  of  Stambouloff. 

London,  June  3. 
Quiet  has  been  restored  in  Sofia. 
M.  Casimir  Perier  has  been  elected  President 
of  the  French  Chamber. 

The  House  of  Commons  has  passed  the 
Uganda  vote. 

London,  June  6. 
The  following  is  the 'result  of  the  Derby, 
which  was  run  this  afternoon  : — 

Lad  as    1 

Match  Box    2 

Reminder    3 

London,  June  7. 
The  Italian  Ministry  has  resigned,  and  Crispi 
will  probably  reconstruct  the  Cabinet  to-morrow. 

During  the  debate  on  Africa  in  the  French 
Chambers,  M.  Hanotaux  stated  that  France  re- 
garded the  Anglo-Congo  Convention  as  null 
and  void.  Fiance  is  sending  troops 
Congo  to  maintain  her  rights. 


to  the 


b.  s. 


184 

Bowling  Analysis. 

B.    R.  M.  W.  W.n. 

Mr.  Mollison.  uj  46  3  r  a 
Mr.  Walford.  130  67  6  1  — 
"  Briggs  "  ...  H  44  o  2  — 
Mr.  Cundell..  10  S  ~  —  3 
Mr.  Coutts...  57001 


["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  June  7. 
The  Pacific  Mail  steamship  Peru  has  arrived 
here  from  Hongkong  with  sickness  on  board, 
and  her  departure  from  this  port  is  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Nagasaki,  June  7  (Night). 
On  the  passage  of  the  Peru  from  Hongkong 
to  this  port  a  fireman  died  and  was  buried  at 
1,  the  cause  of  whose  death  was  doubtful. 
The  Peru  will  probably  leave  this  on  Saturday. 

Nagasaki,  June  8. 
The  Drumeltan  has  been  pulled  off  the  beach 
where  she  has  been  lying  for  some  time,  and 
arrived  here  to-day  at  two  o'clock  in  tow  of 
H.M.S.  Mercury. 

Nagasaki,  June  9. 
The  date  of  the  departure  of  the  Peru  from 
this  port  is  uncertain,  the  Authorities  awaiting 
instructions  from  the  Home  Minister. 

[Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail" 
from  the  "  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


The  Captain's  Elevkn. 
Mr.  J .  P.  Mollison,  c.  Dick- 
inson, b,  "  Lohmann"... 
Mr,  L.  J.  Healing,  b.  "Loh- 
mann "     

Mr.  E.  Coutts,  st.  Dickin- 
son, b.  Morriss   1 

Mr.  M.S.  Tuska,  c.  Dick- 
inson, b.  "  Lohmann  "...  4 
Mr.  J.  Dodds,  b.  Crawford.  33 
Mr.    A.    B.    Walford,  c. 

Showier,  b.  Morriss    1 

Mr.    E.    O.  Kenyon,  b. 

"  Lohmann  "    a 

Mr.    E.    W.   Tilden,  st. 

Dickinson,  b.  Morriss  ...  4 
Rev.  T.  S.  Tyng,  b.  "  Loh- 
mann "    7 

"  Briggs,"  not  out   4 

Mr.  H.  L.  Fardell.b.  "  Loh- 
mann "    o 

Dr.  Stokes,  c.  and  b.  Craw- 
ford   o 

Substitute,  b.  Crawford  ...  3 
b.  3,  l.b.  1,  w.  r    S 

19 

Bowling  Analysis. 

B.   R    M.  W.  W. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss66  39  03  — 
"  Lohmann  "  ...  80  31  a  6  r 
Mr.  Crawford  ...  18   $    o   J  — 


London,  May  28. 

The  Queen's  Birthday  Gazette  contains  the 
following : — 

The  decoration  for  Volunteer  Officers  is  ex- 
tended to  the  Colonies  and  India,  the  qualifying 
period  in  India  being  fixed  at  eighteen  years. 

General  Stewart  and  Viscount  Wolseley  have 
been  promoted  Field-Marshalls. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Grinlinton,  Commissioner  for 
Ceylon  at  the  World's  Fair,  has  been  Knighted. 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  E.Fremantle,  of  the  China 
Station,  and  the  Hon.  G.  T.  M.  O'Brien,  Colo- 
nial Secretary  of  Hongkong,  have  been  elevated 
to  G.C.M.G. 

Mr.  Byron  Brenan,  H.M.  Consul  at  Canton, 
has  been  made  a  C.M.G. 

Lord  Roberts  replaces  Viscount  Wolseley  in 
command  of  tier  Majesty's  Forces  in  Ireland  at 
the  expiration  of  the  latter's  term  of  service. 

May  29. 

SirE.  Grey,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  declined  to  make  any  statement  in 
the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  Anglo-Chinese 
Convention  until  he  was  sure  that  the  Conven- 
tion had  reached  Peking.  He  further  said  that 
Great  Britain  objected  to  the  proposed  com- 
mercial agreement  between  France  and  Siam 
whereby  British  trade  was  deprived  of  fair  play. 

May  30. 

Lord  Tweedmouth,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  has  been 
made  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Bryce. 


June  9,  1S94.] 


THE   JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  Sir  F 
Grey  slated  that  the  territory  leased  to  the 
Congo  State  formed  part  of  the  British  sphere 
defined  by  the  1  rea.y  of  1890,  which  the  Powers 
had  never  objected  to. 

May  31. 

Mr  Bryce  succeeds  Mr.  Mundella  as  Pres, 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

olio's:-'"  FrenCh  Cablnet  is  ""fluted  as 

P  lvmur  Td  ¥jnister  of  tlle  Interior  and 
Public  Worship,  M.  Dupuy  • 

War— M.  Mercier;  ' 
Marine— M.  Jaures ; 
Justice— M.  Guerin  ; 
Colonies— M.  Delcasse. 
It  is  probable  that  the  portfolio  of  Foreign 
Affairs  will  be  gtven  to  M.  Hanotaux. 

M.  Hanotaux  has  been  appointed^l.nis'ter 
of  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  French  Cabinet. 

The  German  Minister  at  Brussels  has  pro- 
tested against  the  Congo  Treaty. 

M.  Stambouloff  resigned  partly  owing  to  dif- 
ferences between  himself  and  Prince  Ferdinand. 

tu  ,  ~  June  2. 

The  motion  of  Sir  Wm.  Vernon  Harcourt 
hat  priority  be  given  to  Government  business 
tor  the  remainder  of  the  session  was  adopted  bv 
a  majority  of  seventeen.  y 

M.  Dupuy's  statement  in  the  French  Cham- 
bers represented  that  the  financial  problem 
especially  as  regards  fiscal  reforms,  was  most" 
urgent.  Regarding  foreign  questions,  the  Mini- 
stry would  vigorously  defend  the  rights  and 
interests  of  France.  8  a"d 

VationSS,an  Legati°"  has  been  fou"ded  at  the 
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chk  s.s 


(Ail  Communication,  to  l„  »dd,e,.e  ,  „„, 


>    tW.ntl«th   „,„,,,  Sh„  » »"  0  -id*.  .I,.ut 


Solution  „,,  I>KOhum  No.  124. 

Wll  ITU. 

I  —  P  ...  r»  BLACK. 

'-«'°  Q4  l-Any 
2— Mates  accordingly. 

Correct  solutions  received  f.o.n  J.D.,  WHS 
who  desc  Uej  „  as  „an  J     '    W  H  S 

11  /varioSlV«?"  a"alysi!>  "J  ,,ie  p"si,io"  *!Kb 

.O  4  B  toK  6  :^nK,  Kl  3\  P  i°  Q  3" 
Blacklia*  J,,  ff  a,,1df9xQ'  to  eacli  of  which 
Black  has  an  effective  defence),  Omega  ("a  verv 
good  problem  indeed"),  Digamma,  and  Ali.V 

r.  E.  Brown,  Calais,  Me.— As  you  have  an 
parently  not  seen  the  solution  of  problem  No  108 
which  has  baffled  your  local  solvers,  a  copy  £m 
be  sent  you  by  ihe  outgoing  mail.  V 


llir  twrnhrih  move  "sh"wLh*r 

«u»ck  on  the  King's  .ft" iK  „"p  "  t""n*  ""''V 

'"■"•'■•"■inn.,,  1  1.1  i,;,v,y„.;  ',' Ki  h„.i,r, 

move..     ,.,ukrr  drlr,,,l,-,i  I    '  »'      '•"  '»'-  '"two 
hi"  rmpnrtuni.v ,  brnuX,  I..  .  • 


Kl. 


1st, 


Problem  No.  126. 
By  S.  Lotd. 


Allrr  this,  all  wm  plain  „alliiiK. 

Gamk  No.  132. 
|.yed  at  Simpson's  Divan,  J.„t,don,  August 

VlHNNA  Ol'RNINO 

WHITE. 
K.  1  eichmnnn. 

1—  P  lo  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  -i 

3—  P  to  B  4 

4—  P  X  K  P 

5—  Q  to  B  3 

6—  K  Kt  to  K  2  (b) 

7—  Kt  to  B  4 


8-  P  to  O  4" 

9—  B  to  K  2 

10—  Caslles 

11—  P  X  B 

12—  P  to  Q  R  4 

13—  B.o  83(e) 

14—  Q  to  R  5 

15—  B  X  R 

16—  K  to  R  Sq. 
'7— Q  to  K  8  (g) 

18—  P  x  Kt 

19—  K  to  R  2 

20—  Q  to  K  7 

21—  Q  X  Q 

22—  Kt  to  R  5 


B  r.ACK. 

K.  I.omnn. 
I  — P  to  K  4 

2—  Ki  to  K  B  3 

3—  P  to  Q  4 

4—  Kt  x  p 

5—  P  to  K  B  4  (a) 

6—  P  to  B  3  ' 

7—  Q  to  B  2  (c) 

8—  8  to  Kt  5 

9—  Castles 
10— B  x  Kt 
U-PtoQ  Kt4(d) 

12—  Q  to  R  4 

13—  Kt  to  Q  7 

14—  Q  X  B  P  (f) 

15—  Q  X  P  ch. 

16—  Kt  x  R 
>7— Kt  to  Kt  6  ch. 

18—  Q  x  R,  ch. 

19—  B  to  O  2 

20—  Q  x  K  P 

21—  K  x  B 

22 —  Resigns. 


1  1  ti.  '  —  resigns. 

bJrn'e1  "it  Up^brb^t^^^/      ^  'Satch  ^lack- 

fb)  6-P  to  Q  3  is  Vi  ve"  Tn  thi  Rrfe£ce  Sl  B'ack's  disposal. 
P  x  Kt,  P  to  Q  J  !    B1ack  Jets  t h  BK°  S'  tbut  ^  Kt  *  K'  i  7- 
text  move.      ^  5  ClC  gets  the  best  of        We  prefer  the 

neak,;,P-K,Kt  >  *  called  for. 

(d)  Doubtless  played  to  prevent  Whitf',  P  p 

serving  to  further  compromise  B\arV*»lrl  J  P7B'»'  but  °"'r 

(e)  Very  well  played.  *  *  a'ready  '"ferior  position! 

(f)  Of  course  if  Kt  x  R  :  it  B  r  R  X,^  ...'it. 

U)  Admirably  played    thrMteu'inV  m?l  h  "  WOu"  game- 
Winning  the   game  by  force     Mr    tZI     °"  the  move  and 
game  in  masterly  fashion  throughout  conduc^  this 


(From  Japansse  Papbrs.) 

Ninsen,  Korea,  June  6. 
A  warship  of  uncertain  nationality,  an  Ame 
ncan  and  two  Chinese  men-of-war  arrived  here 
v-esterday,  and  more  vessels  are  expected  One 
housand  five  hundred  Chinese  soldiers  are  ex 
jected  to  reach  here  to-day. 

Osaka,  June  7. 
Mr.  Otori  arrived  at  Kobe  last  night  in  the 
■Yaeyama  Kan,  and  left  there  at  1.10  p.m.  to-day. 

Hiroshima,  June  7. 
Some  private  residences  have  been  taken  as 
uarters  for  military  officers. 

Moji,  June  7. 
The  Miike  Maru  left  here  to-day  for  Kobe 
ith  a  party  of  Japanese  emigrants  for  Hawaii. 

tu  Osaka,  June  7. 

The  Chikugogawa  Maru  and  Knogawa 
aru,  of  the  Shosen  Kaisha,  have  discontinued 
eir  periodical  trips  through  the  Inland  Sea. 

.  Nagoya,  June  7. 

A  secret  meeting  of  the  staff  of  the  Third 
my  Division  was  held  on  the  night  of  the  cth 
it.,  and  as  a  result  of  the  conference  the  non 
mmissioned  officers  and  others  were  ordered 
t  to  go  beyond  bounds.  This  said  to  have 
ne  connection  with  the  Korean  Affair. 

Kobe,  June  8. 
Jeutenant-Colonel   Fnkushima   and  some 
if  officers  arrived  here  last  night,  and  left  at 
*e  for  the  west. 

'he  Wakanoura  Mam,  Omi  Maru,  and 
kataMaru  left  here  for  Ujima  this  morning 
m.  Oishi,  ex-Japanese  Minister  to  Korea 
for  Tokyo  last  night. 

Osaka,  June  8. 
ome  steamers  of  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha 
■  been  requisitioned  by  the  Government. 

Miyazaki,  June  7. 
ver  two  thousand  persons  assembled  at 
ugo-mura,  Natori-gun,  this  morning  i„ 
iect.011  with  the  dispute  bearing  on  the 
r  pnvileges.  The  crowd  was  scattered  by 
)olice.  y 

„     .     „  Osaka,  June  8. 

ie  Russian  Minister  lately  left  for  China  in 
Lrenkat  Maru.  It  is  stated  that  he  will 
ibly  visit  Tientsin. 


White  to  play  and  male  i„  two  moves. 


Steinitz-Lasker. 
oeuer  .„  the  Montreal  series;  being  encouraged 

^fiTe;t^,nejRa,,d  wl,en  l,,e  a*y  of  Riot 

Usk     8  F^,,C,SC0  tl,e  malcl'  stood  :- 

-^Sllfe.  We  await  furtWr 

i"  London  atidNet'S^,!^^^ 

T!      C   I.       •  GAME    N°-    r3I.  ' 

cent  N°J  vg.fi"e  game  was  Pl*y^  >'"  the  re- 
aessauWb.Y.0,k  '—ent,   at  fhe  Brook.y'n 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE 

From  .Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ... 

From  America   

From  Hongkong 
From      Europe,  via 

Hongkong   

From  Hongkong  ..,.„ 
From  1  anada,  &c.  ... 

From  Hongkong  ...... 

From      Europe,  vij 

Hongkong   

From  America  


NEXT  MAIL   IS  DUE 


per  N.  y.  K. 
per  O.  &  O.  Co. 
per  P.  M,  Co. 


Friday,  June  15th. 
Sunday,  June  17th.* 
Sunday,  June  loth.f 


p"'1''1"/1  Wed'day,junei3th., 
per  C' PRC0'     Sunday,  June  „,h. 
perC.P.  R.Co.     1  hursday,  June  aist. 


per  M.  M.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 


Friday,  June  aand. 
Sunday,  June  a<th. 


Gaelic  left  San  Francisco  via  Honolulu  on  Mav  2nd,     i  v. 
HotnHCg1ConngJ°unnil;?he.2'ld-  ^ZT^tt 


WHITE. 
Showalter. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  to  Ki  5 

4—  ^B  to  R  4 

5 —  Castles 

6—  P  to  Q  4 

7—  Kt  to  B  3 

8—  Kt  x  P 

9 —  B  x  Kt 
10— P  to  B  4 
ti— P  lo  Q  Kl  3 

12—  Kt  (Q  4)  lo  k  2 

13—  Ki  to  Kt  3 
»4—  B  to  Kt  2 

15—  Q  to  Q  3 

16—  Q  R  m  K  sq. 

17—  Kt  10  O  sq. 

18—  P  to  B"4 

19—  R  to  B  3 

20—  P  x  P 
21  — Kt  to  K  5 

22—  Kt  (K  3)  to  B  5 

23—  Q  to  B  3 

24—  Kt  to  R  5  ! 

25—  R  to  Kt  3-ch. 

26—  Q  to  K  B  3 

27—  Kt  x  P? 

28—  Q  to  R  5 

29—  Ki  lo  B  5 

30—  B  x  Kt 

31—  Kl  to  R  4 

32—  Kt  to  B  3 

33—  Q  X  Q 

34—  Resigns 


Ruy  Lopez. 

BLACK. 
Lasker. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  loQB'! 

3—  PtoQ*R3J 

4—  Kt  to  B  3 

6—  B  to  Q  2 

7—  P  X  P 

8—  B  to  K  2 

9—  P  X  B 

10—  Castles 

11—  P  to  B  4 

12—  B  to  B  3 
'3  — R  to  K  sq. 

14-  B  to  B  sq. 

15-  P  to  Q  R  4 

16-  P  ,0R5  4 
'7— R  to  Kt  sq. 

18—  B  to  Kt  2 

19—  P  X  P 

20—  B  to  Bsq. 

21—  B  to  Kt  2 

22—  P  to  Kt  3 

23—  R  10  K  3 

24—  P  X  Kt  (R  4) 

25—  K  to  R  Sq. 

26—  P  to  R  5 

27—  P  to  R  3 

28—  Q  to  K  sq. 

29—  K  to  R  2 

30—  R  x  B 

31—  R  x  P 

32—  P  10KB4 

33—  R  X  Q 


THB 

Eor  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma,  Wash  

For  America   

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki   

For  Europe,  via  Hong. 

kong   

For  Europe,  via  Shang. 

hai   

For  Hnngieong   

For  America   

I'or  Canada.  &c  , 

For  Hongkong   


NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 


per  N, 
per  P. 

per  N. 

per  N. 

per  M. 
per  C. 
per  O. 
per  C. 
per  P. 


P.  Co. 
M.  Co. 


Snuday,  June  10th. 
Tuesday,  June  nth. 

v-  K.         Tuesday,  June  uth. 

D.Lloyd     Friday,  June  15th. 


M.  Co. 
P.  R.  Co. 
&  O.  Co. 
P.  R.  Co. 
&  O.  Co. 


Saturday,  June  16th. 
Monday,  June  18th. 
Friday,  June  «nd. 
Friday,  June  2and 
Saturday,  June  33rd, 


Yo^eiaobu0rVnea:eant,0naend°f:aes  T^T*  ^  I"  th*  N- 
ought  unquestionably  to  hTve  h^n  h  V"e  !?■  Which  LasI«r 
hi.  old  antagonist,  Mr.  J,  W  Showa'^"'  <  If  °PPJ°n<!nt  ^ 
close  defence  to  the  Rur  Looei  atiarb  I  a  1, Usker  adoP^  the 
open  Q  R  file,  brought^r^ 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 

 — ♦ — ■  

ARRIVALS. 

Belgic   British  steamer,  2)695,  Wm.  H.  Walker, 

M»i.J,,,,H7H0ngC0n^  V'k  P°,ts'  24">  May 
ft'lails  and  General.— O.  &  O  S  S  Co 

Frigga,  German  steamer,  i,4oo,  F.  Nagel,  2„d 
fcfc  Co.      ^         P°ltS'  Ge"e,al-Simon, 
Amagi  Kan  i*h  Japanese  corvette,  Captain  T. 

Oda,  2nd  June,— Yokosulca  2nd  June. 
Dardanus    BnUsli  steamer,  1,802,  E.  Purdy  ,rd 
IZVtZ9001  V"  P°rtS'  Genera'-  Bu'tter- 
Monmouthshire    British   steamer,  1,872,  Gidye, 

n!.J7r%^*  Vii  P°rtS'  General  - 
Uodwell,  Carhll  &  Co. 

Omi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,525,  Ekstrand, 
CJ«"B&"S£b'  JU"e'  G— '-Nippon* 
SorachiMaru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,108,  Hayashi, 
T  /"'-.-Hongkong  via  ports.  Sugar.- 
lanaka  Shoten.  s 

Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  i,«6  W 
Ihompsen,  3rd  June.-Otaru    via  ports  3oth 
May,  GeneraL-Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Verona  British  steamer,  i,878,  C.  H.  S.  Tocque, 
t  l,.J"ne»-Hongko„e    via   ports,   26lh  Mav 
Mails  and  General. — P.  &  O  S  N  Co 
Bankoku  Maru  Japanese  steamer!  1,47s,  Okuma 
4tl-  Juue.-Otaru,  Coal.-S.  Asano  &  Co.  ' 
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ntv  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Ame.ican  steamer,  2,246, 
C«y  of  Rio  dej  mh 

Mails  and  Ge..eral.-P.  M.  S.b.  Co 
875 


I- 

May, 


Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  075.  ' 

fui,e,-Mofi,  Coal.-M.tsu  B,sh.  Sha, 
Sagamore,  American  steam-yacht,  143. 


Eden,  4th 
Cashing, 


passengers  in  second  class,  and  49  passengers  ... 

Sl  Per  British  steamer  Verona,  from  Hongkong  via 
A  S.  Nance,  Mr.  B.  Shaw,  Mi. 

Onin,  Mrs.  Nance, 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


IMPORTS. 


111.  Tune  —Kobe,  Stores,— Order. 

.  -          t>658,  Asquitli,  6th  June, 


Nestor,  British  steamer,  I 

 Liverpool  via  ports,  Gene. 

Yamasliiro  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,512,  C,. 
YoJng,  6th  june.-Kobe  5th  June,  General.- 
NinDon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

B-'s'-teamer,  1 ,827 ^Scot  and,  jth  June. 
-Hongkong    via    ports,    Gene.  al.  —  Dodwell, 

Carlill  &  Co.  rnnner 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer  1 ^V^JJ f' 

8th  Juue.-Sl.angha.  and  ports  2nd  June,  Mails 

andJGeueral.-Nippon  Yusen  ^.sha 
Benmohr,    B.itish    steamer,    1,935,    C  -rke  ,  8th 

j(ll,e -Hongkong  via  ports,  General.-Co.nes 

SaihMen  French  steamer,  2,580,  Chevalier,  8th 
-Warseittes  29th  Apr..,  Hongkong  30  h 

May  Shanghai  3rd  June,  and  Kobe  7tlj.  Ma.ls 

and  General.-Messager.es  Mar.limes  Co 
Centurion  (14).  battleship,  Captain  McQuhae, 

ntU  i...,e  —Hongkong  via  ports. 
Sl£  b"S  steamer,  2,735,  J-  Rowley,  9i"  J-.- 

—Hongkong    via  ports, 

Carlill  &  Co. 


poits  :— Surgeon 

John  Noel,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  .  „ 

Mr.  Todoroki,  Mr.  Btmcbolar,  Mr.  Hek  Chope, 
Mr  A.  Levy.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Underwood,  D. . 
Scott  Savo.^  Mr.  D.  Gob.  Captain  Ba.nbr.dge, 
and  16  Naval  men  in  cabin.  . 

Per  American  steamer  C%  y.««J 
from  San   Frai.cisco  s-Blst.W  u    <J     Mr  Fred' 
Mr.  Geo.  F.  Hinde,  Mrs.  K.  R.  H.nde, M.  -  F.  ed 
W    Hinde,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Smith  M, 
and  Mrs.  F.  S.  Pray,  Mr.  J.  J.  Qui",  Rev*  Zeno 
Moeltner,  and  Mr.  H.  Bernhard  in  cabin 

Per  Japanese  steamer 
Kobe-  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  1-- 

Sdk*  Masaki,  Mr.  Watanabe  and  Mr, 
Krima  in   cabin;  2   passengers  in   second  class, 


;eek.  Demand 


A  few  ga 
are  apparently  a 
stagnant. 


,  Yamashiro  Maru,  f'om 
Makida  and  family,  Mr. 


Another  dull  and  disappointing  we 
for  everything  is  very  light,  and  marke  feeble. 

ssed  Yams  have  been  sold,  blnrlings 
lead  letter,  and  Fancies  are 
Probably  some  move  will  have  to  be 
made^one  way  or  another,  ere  long. 

con  on  HiECic  t;ooi»s. 

Pit  FIICI. 

Grey  Sl.i. -tings-olh,  384  yds.  45 "'die* 

T.  Cloth — 7«i,  24  ya'ds,  32  inches   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  ya.ds,  44 yc  ies... 
Prints— Assorted,  24  yards,  jo.nd.ef... 
Cotton— Italians  and  SaUee..sHlaclc,3» 

inches   


.60 
1 .70 
1.70 
'75 


and  112  passengers  in  steerage.  Ci.*„- 
steamer  Saikio  Maru,  from  Shang 


General.  —  Dodwell, 


Per  Japanese  „. 
hai  and  ports  :-Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Noyes 
and  M-  Kauffmann,  Mrs.  H  J,  Sharp,  Miss  | 
Noyes  Miss  Kauffmann,  Mr.  and  M. s.  Fuj.mo o, 
Mr  E  E.  Po.ter,  Mr.  E.  Roger,  Miss  Suthe, land,  | 
Mr.  a.  d  Mrs.  Chun,  Mr.  C.  Him  Shan  Mr. 

Mr.  G.  Melchers,  Mr.  Delo.  me,  Mi.  | 


Mi 


2.40 


3  00 


der  Stegen, 


,d  Mrs.  Matsu- 


Mrs.  K.  Matsnmoto,  anc 

children  in  cabin;  Messrs.  Oyeda, 
and   H.  Satow  in  second! 


DEPARTURES. 


Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter 
2*d  June -Otar..  v.a  ports,  General.-N.ppon 


Yusen  Kaisha 
Oceanien,  French 


2nd 


W.  Lancht,  4th  Kobe 


steamer,  2,127,  Schmitz, 
jnne;2Shanghai  via  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. 
— Messageries  Mant.mes  Co. 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
^^^Yorf^k'S^eneraK-Smit.,, 

5IteBr1,Sh',teamer,  2,695,  W.  H.  Walker  «h 
jf,ne,-San  Francisco,  Mails  and  General.- 
O  &  O.  S.S.  Co.  .  ... 

Amagi  Kan  (8),  Japanese  corvette,  Captain  I. 

Oka,  Slli  ]Une,— Yokosuka. 
Cito  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  American  steamer  2,246, 
f  f  Smith,  5lh  May.-Hongkong.  Ma.ls  and 
General.-P.  M.S.S-Co. 
Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,35  s, 
ah  June— Shanghai  and  po.ts,  Mail 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Ka.sha. 
Wakanoura  Maru,  Japanese  steamer    1,550.  K. 
Pender,  5th  Juue.-Kobe,    General  —  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha.  „.  . 

Omi  Maru,  l*^^^\^ltk 


Campbell, 
moto  and  2 
Ninomiya,  Franklin, 

"WS13  KS^M^ 

vi&  po.  ts  -.-Mr.  Oishi,  Mr.  Noda  Mr.  Alf  Mart,., 
Mr    Antonio  Aguilar,  Comte  de  Holies,  Mr  de 
Gi  oux  Mrs.  Thio  de  Bolshe.m  and  family,  M 
Lama,xhe,  Miss  St.  Clair,  Mr.  R.  Daeschner,  Mr 
H   Pollak  and  Mr.  Delhourgo  in  cabin, 
"per  Bii'tish  steamer  Sikh,  from  Hongkong  via 
oofts  --Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duff  and  cluld,  Mr.  Painter, 
Mr.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Shanks  in  cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Oceanien,  for  Shanghai  via 
obe:-Mrs.  St.  John,  Miss  Smith    Mr.  A.  Ho., 
M°    John  Caldecotl,   Mrs.  Long,  Mr.  Long  M, 
H    Frederick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nanson,  intant .and 
,„c   Mr  r>  1   R.  Putman  Cramer,  Mr.  ri. 
governess,  Mr.  U.  J.  K-  T,ekney>  Mr.  K 

Mr.  P.  Hangini,  and  M 


Velvets— Black,  35  ya.ds>22inches  ... 
Victoria  I  .awns,  12  ya.ds,  42-3  mCet ... 
Turkey  Reds-2.0  to  2.4ft,  24/25  yard's, 

30incl.es   •  

Turkey  Reds-2.8  to  3ft,  24/25  Yards, 

30  inches  V" 

Turkey  Reds-3.8  to  4ft,  24/^5  yards, 

32  inches   ■  "j'" 

Turkey  Reds-4.8  to  5ih,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

WOOIIHNS. 

S"i  cioVl."."Vo  *X  j'»  incl,es  \tsl 
Italian  Cloth,   30  ya.ds,  32  inches 

Medium  ■  <"  •" 

Italian  Cloth,   30  V"18-  J»  !nc,,c" 

Common   

Mousseline  de  l.aine— Crane,  24  yar.li, 

31  inches  

Cloths-Pilots.  54  @  5"  ">c>'.es   °Al 

Cloths— Presidents  51  9  5<*  ,"c,'e'' 
Cloths-Union,  54  (<S  i6  inches  ......... 

RlBuketn— Scatlet  and  G.een,  4  to  3i">. 
p«.  Hi   

Cotton  yahns. 


to  3-4° 

tO  2.00 
tO  2.35 
to  3.75 
PER  YARD  . 
O  |6     tO  0.21 
nK  VISCC. 

6.8J  to  9.05 
0.85    to  1.00 

1.60 


to  1.80 


1  90    to  2.20 


to  2.85 
to  3.20 


K[»  YARD. 

$0.27i  I"  <MS 
0.35    to  0.40 

0.30  l»o.3S 

0.25    .<>  0.30 


0.15 

0.35 
0.60 
0.40 


Id  u.22i 

to  0.50 
to  0.05 
lo  0.70 


o-45 

V  KR  FICUL 


o.53i 


H  us 


Haswell, 
i  and  Ge- 


Sth  June,— Korea  via 
Stores.— Japanese  Government.^ 


Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer ,  875 
t  ....  Rallast.—  Mitsu  Bisln  bt 


Eden,  6th 


Id 


1.555.  Moore,  7U1  June,— 
General.— Samuel  Samuel 


June,— London  via  ports,  General.— Butte,  tie 
&  Swire. 
Era,  British  steamer, 
Hongkong  via.  ports 

Frigga,' German  steamer,  1,400,  Oslermann.  7tl, 
trf^: -Hamburg  via  ports,  General.-S.mon. 

Evers  &  Co.  <~11 
Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer  1,475.  Olu.ma. 
lh  julle,-Otaru,  Ballast.-S.  Asano  &  Co 

'      J.    „'  ...  .   o  ^.n   Kpiiip,  7th  June, 

M.  Strachan 


^nT^'Brilish'steamer,  2,3.2,  Kemp,  7th 
—  London  via  poits,  General.— W. 


Vincent  and  boy,  M 
Fuji,  Dr.  O.  Franke, 
F  R.  Wheeler  in  cabin.  _;  ' 

Per  Ame.ican  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
for  Hongkong  :-Mess.  s.  D.  E.  Brown,  S.  K.ta- 
f«    T    Aovama,  Y.  Okada,  S.   Miyamoto,  T. 
U.  garni  S^Muio'shita,  Mrs.  P,  Hol.is,  Mr.  Ross 
Thomson  and  Mr.  Alex.  Cummmg  »  «ta  ; 

Per  lapanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  foi  Shan,,  >ai 

.  r«.,„.   Ouadt    Rev.  Zenc  Madlnei, 

and  ports:— Count  yuadi,  rs-ev.  u 

Rev  E  Papinot,  Mr.  Lo  Slim  ^'^'^^ 
Kens    and  Mr.  E.  Hunt  in  cabin;  Mrs.  Hidaka, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matsus^a,  M,  Gibbens  sei.aiu 
Messrs.  T.  Oka,  S.  Yokoyama,  and  T.  Masaki  ... 
second  class,  and  79  passengers  ,„  steerage. 
Per  B.itish  steamer  Belgic    or  San  F.anc.sco 
Miss  M  L.  Tyng,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Oos.ankm,  Mr. 
Aii  Mrs"  Andrews,  Mr,  Bushn^ =  ,  Mr. 
Geo.   B.   Swayne,   Mr.   Otto    Dedrath  M 
Fredericks,  Mr.  Lew  Hing,  Mr.  Lew  Lung,  M 
Leong  Oy    Mrs.  Chan   Kew.  Mrs. .Chan  Hang 
M?s shm  Chuen    Miss  Chan  Lu,  Kwa,  Miss 
I  ee  Chov  Sing,  Miss  Ley  Sun  Oy,  Masle.  Lew 
Kow   Mr   Lew  Wai  Chen,  Rev.  D.  Rapalj.,  Con- 
S  C.  H-  Cowan,  Mr.  G.  Gregory,  Mr.  Charles 
Volghi,  Mr.  Dewane,  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Brown  and 
two  infants  in  cab.n.  fof  HollgUong  v]k 

Mrs.  Qui..,  and 
W.  Pownall  in  cabin  ;  and  2 


E 


Nos.  .6/24,  Reve.se   

Nos.  28/32,  Ordinary   39-00 

No..  »8|3*.Med.«....   f  fo  Q  4  00 

Nnq  28  32.  Good  to  Host   40.00  iu  <i 

Nos'  38  42  Medium  to  ll.it    44  00    0  45  0° 

nos.  30/1*,  42.00  to  44  00 

No.  32s,    wo-fol<    4  * 

No.  42s,  Iwo-fold    4y 

No.  20s,  liomtiay    ~ 

No.  ifis,  Homl.av   

Mlt  TAI.S. 

Market  continues  dull  and  native  holders  talk 
about  selling  cheap,  but  foreign  importers  are 
^especially  for  Wire  Nails,  of  which  .he  stoelj 
is  reduced  here.  ^  p|CULi 

.  •     1  ....  I3  60  lo  3.65 

1'latHa.s,  il'.C    3  > 

Flat  liars,  J  inch   3-7        3  n 

Round  and  square       to  J  incl.    \6°\°0\& 

Iron  Plates,  ..sorted    37  ^3 

Sheet  Iron.   ^  '  100.50 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    ^        .  5 

Wire  Na.U,  assorted    °  £ 

Fin  Plate-.,  per  box   5  , 

PiK  Iron.  No.  3   

If  IS  K  OS  It  Nit. 


Per  British  Steamer 


DOrts — Mr.  Mees,  Colonel  and 
poris^  „       _,,  ;.,  „a|,u,  .  anfj  2  Chinese 


&  Co. 

Omba,  British  steamer,  1,907,  _         .  _ 

•    General.— Samuel  Samuel 


Crane,  7th  June,— 


Hongkong  via  ports, 

Yamashiro  MarU,  Japanese  steamer  LgJ^-^ 
Young,  7H1  June,— Shimonoseki,  Ballast.— 
Japanese  Government.  ^  ^r  p-  -  g<  .^^^^ 


Mr.  C.  A 
in  steerage 


CARGOES. 


Per  French  steamer  OcSanie»,_  J^bM^ 


Silk 


J/gKOMfl,  British  steamer,  I 


Qlb  lune—  Hongkong  via  ports 
"     J.      »^       /~\  cm  r-(. 


Mails  and  Ge- 


ral. 


P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 


Per  British  steamer  Belgic,  from  HongkojjR  v.a 
,  '  "Mr  a,irj  Mrs.  Swansen  and  3  children, 
Mi    and  Mr*    M.  Me,;,  ^  ^ 


38  bales. 


Kobe  — Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  397 
-'•    for  Europe,  38  bales.    Treasure  for  Smga- 

POpe.${a3pane0se  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports:— Treasu.e,  $37,600.00. 

Per  British  steamer  Belgic,  for  San  Fra.VC.sco  :- 


Very  dull  and  tending  towards  ease.  No _  fresl 
arrivals  of  importance,  and  there  seem  to  be  fa. 
de  ve.  es  from  day  to  day.  But  new  purchas. 
.re  wanting  and  holders  are  sa.d  .0  be  weaken.,,, 

....  $i  "7i  t°  '70 

Chester    *, /'  to  ,.67i 

Comet     

R..M.an  Anchor   5    ^  ( 

Russian  Moon   

SHGAK. 

Market  dull  5  arrivals  come  in  and  Ihe-e  is  soma 
business  reported  in   Browns  at  about  late  . ales. 
W     T^Z  but  firm.    A;  closing  there  .s  mo, 
inclination  for  business,  and  an  advance  ...  pne 
is  talked  of  for  Manila  and  Formosa  B.owns. 
^rumoured  that  dealers  here  are  speculating  «« 
the  Hongkong  epidemic  cutting  off  suppljes.^^ 

...  .    *4.50  to  4  "° 

Hrown  I  aUao    ^  ^0  t0  3„ 

Brown  Manila    330  to  3.40 

d  n-.  fr/Micr    3.30  lu  J  * 


Hyogo   

VoUohama 
Hongkong. 
Amoy  


1  K  A 

K  A  N  NEW 

tfK.lCir.  VORK. 
—  1,091 
.,.50  4.9'3 
283  - 
,  —  10,4.0 


CHICAGO. 

960 
3.058 


OTHSK 
CITI ES. 


89O  — 


263  1,088 

5 

1,880 


TOTAL. 
2,051 
10,472 
288 
13,180 


M 


Otto  Gedrath 
For  San  Francisco  T-Rev.  Dr.  Rapalje, 
infants,  and  Mr.  E. 


Kidder, 
it.  cabin. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Brown  and 

Frederick  in  cabU^  Maru>  Uom 

:— Mr.  T.  A.  Ekstrand  in  cabin 


Per  Japanese 

Otaru  via  ports 
and  10  passengers  ,n  steerage 

Per  lapanese  steamer  Omi  Maru  from  Kobe  - 

Mr.  M.  Fuji  and  Mr.  T.  Tanaka  in  cabin ;  3 


total. 


.,433 


16,414 

si 


4,908      263    2.973  25.99' 


Shanghai  .. 
Hongkong 

Vokohania 

Kobe   


Tn.al 


VURK. 
83 
IO 

■79 


282 


S3 


'79 


4.00  to  4.30 


Brown  Daitong 
Brown  Canton  . 
White  Java  and  Penang   7-  ° 

White  Kenned    '  5 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 


which 


Per  British  steamer  Verona,  for  Hongkong  via 
Silk,  473  bales;  Waste  Silk,  30  bales. 


Our  last  issue  was  of  the  1st  instant,  sin  « 
date  settlements  on  this  market  are  S^j  f  ' 
divided  thus:  Filatures,  429  p.culs;  Reretl  m 
piculs;  Kakeda,  31  picds.  Direct  sh.^ment^  h«J 
been  192  bales,  making  the  total  bus.ness  of 

"  "Uf hP«l!Sn  a  fair  amount  of  business  doin, 
from  day  to  day,  chiefly  for  Europe,  although  the 
native  export  Kwaisha  do  not 


hesitate  to 


make 
Fresl. 


shipments  ,o  Wta  «» 


news  has  come  in 


ports 
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there*  and  from  present  appearances  there  la  no 
doubt  that  u  will  be  up  to  the  average.  P.  ices  for 
new  silk  in  Europe  are  expected  to  open  low  and  out 
Japanese  ft  tends  will  make  a  set  ions  mistake  if  thev 
layin  then  stock  of  Cocoons  at  too  high  a  price 

One  feature  of  the  trade  should  not  be  overlook- 
ed, and  that  is  the  increasing  importance  whirl, 
atiangliai  Filatures  are  attaining  from  yen-  1 
year.  At  present  there  are  no  less  than  nine 
steam  filatures  in  Shanghai,  five  of  which  have 
been  ei  ecled  dm  mg  the  past  season,  and 
stand  that  others  are  in  prepar  ation. 


be  i  ei  v  foi  midable  competitoi  s  to  ihe  Japan, 
if  Japan  wants  to  hold  her  own  in  this  n  a, 


we  undei 
I'hese  wi 
ese  and 
-lis  H  ade,  she 

will  have  to  give  immediate  attention  W»  (lie  bettel 
'efl'»g,  acting,  and  above  all,  sizing  of  her  silk 

Ihe  b reSent  stock  of  old  silk  here  is  reduced 
lo  4  750  p.culs,  and  it  looks  now  as  thou«.|,  the 
available  supplies  for  the  present  season  will  not 
quite  reach  50,000  piculs. 

New  Crop.— There  are  no  complaints  here  anc 
news  bom  Euiope  is  impioved.  In  Shanghai 
they  expect  a  crop  equal  to  last  yea.  and  the 
ma.ket  was  opened  on  the  25th  ultimo  at  tael 
322i  against  taels  392*  for  the  first  pu, chase  last 
season  I  he  quality  of  the  North  China  croc  is 
reported  as  up  to  the  average,  but  the  colour  a  lit", 
lie  off;  and  it  is  thought  that  the  best  Tsatlee 
will  be  m  short  supply,  the  bulk  of  the  crop  run- 
■ling  on  the  medium  grades.  Here,  some  few 
boxes  of  new  Filatures  have  come  in  from  the 
south  and  a  small  purchase  of  about  two  pic.il 
14/16  den.  silk,  good  quality,  and  exceptionally 
fine  colour,  have  been  purchased  at  $710  pen-  picul 
1  Ills  seems  a  very  good  price,  and  we  look  for  lower 
quotations  when  the  supplies  are  more  plentiful 

1  here  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
Since  we  last  wrote.  The  Canadian  mail  Empress 
of  Japan,  on  the  first  instant,  took  37  bales  for  New 
Yo.k;  the  French  mail  Oceanien,  second  instant, 
had  397  bales  for  Europe  and  the  O.  &  O.  steamer 
Belgtc,  5lh  instant,  canied  179  bales  for  the  New 
Yo.k  trade.  Ihese  departures  make  present  ex- 
po,  t  figures  43,849  piculs  against  47,059  piculs  last 
year  and  49,707  piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1802 

Fi/atures.—TUe  chief  trade  has  been  in  These 
and  last  week  s  quotations  may  be  left  unaltered 
Ihe  principal  buying  has  been  for  Europe,  prices 
ranging  from  $720  for  Uzen  down  to  $640  for  com  I 
mon  lamba  and  Sanshu.  For  the  United  States 
nothing  has  been  done.  There  have  been  some 
enquiries  in  themaiket,  but  they  do  not 
have  to  led  to  business. 

Rereels.-Soxxie  little  business  doing,  especially 
111  Osh U  sorts  prices  paid  being  $640  for  fair 
quality ■  Rtkuchu  In  Joshu  sorts,  no  business, 
the  well-known  brands  being  out  of  stock. 

Kakeda.— Something  done  in  the  second  grades 
and  about  30  piculs  have  been  settled  on  the  basis 
of  $630  for  Horsehead  II.  °aMs 


WASTE  SILK. 
Settlement!  in  this  branch  amount  to  220  piculs 
divided  thu.     Noshi,  .06  picul.  j  k"?,!  T14 

piCllls.     No  direct  shipments. 

Very  small  business  and  feeble  market 
quotations  more  or  less   nominal    nnl.l    a  la.gr, 
lade  ,„  done.    Stock  keeps  heavy  and  is  prac 
tically  unchanged  from  last  figures. 

There  has  only  been  one  shipping  opportunity 
t  Im.Tsi  7'  7'°v'  11,6  F""'Cl'  "»•»  Q*»to 

•king  38  bales  foi  Europe.  This  departure- makes 
the present  export  figures,  27,744  pic,,ls,  against 
44.387  piculs  last  year  and  33,281  piculs  at  the 
same  date  in  1892. 

a(  A^/»';-S°"'e  '™  small  purchases  of  Filatures 
at  about  $120,  with  oidiua.y  Joshu  at  $60  and 
common  Oshu  at  $50. 

Kibiso.— The  only   business  done  has  been 
filatures,  p.  ices  ranging  from 
cording  to  quality. 

In  other  sorts  no  business. 


7" 


to 


5105, 


in 
ac- 


flcited  Ci 


QUOTATIONS, 
-tiooii  to  Best. 


Noshi-it,.— Filature,  Best 

No9i.i.ito-iriiatu.e,Go0,r:::  *  °  °  ,25 

Noshi-ito— Filature.  Medlioa  ,  °  °  '5 


Noshi-ito— Oslm,  Good  to  Best 

Noshi-ito— Slu'nsliu,  Best   

'xcsjn  itn— Sliinsl: u .  Good 
^cshi  .to— Shinsh...  Ivfedi  111: 
Noshi-ito— Bush..,  Good  to  Heat 
Noslu'-ito— Josliti,  Hest 

Noshi-ito— joshu,  Good   

Nnshi  1  to— joshu  Ordinary 
klfciso— Filature,  Uest  selected 

Kibiso— Filature.  Seconds  

Kibiso— Oshu,  Good  to  Best   

Kibiso — Shinslni,  Best  

Kibiso— Shinshu,  Seconds 
Kibiso— joshu,  Good  to  Fair 
Kibiso— Joshu,  Middling  to  ComVnoiV 

Kibiso— Harhoji,  Good   

Kibiso— Hachoji,  Medium  to  i'.oW !!.'."! 
Kibiso— Neri,  Good  to  Common 
Vlawata  — Good  to  Best  


100  to  105 
■ 'S  to  135 


So  to 
70  to 
105  to 


65  to  70 
60  to  6ji 
90  to  100 
80  to 
60  to 


35  to 
3°  to 
30  to 
25  to 


150  to  160 


Export  Table  Waste  Silk  to  8th  June.  1894, 


Waste  Milt   

!  'lercpii  t'nrnon s  . 


4  '«93-94- 
Piculs. 
■  24,5'3 
3.231 


1892-93. 

P  .'cri  1. 3 . 
4'»6g.s 

2,092 


seem  to 


650  to 
£50  to 


QUOTATIONS. 

Hanks — No.  1  \  

Hanks— No.  2  (Shinshu)  

1 1  a  tiles —  No.  2  (losl.11)   .," ""' 

Hanks— No.  2j  (Shinshu)  ~" 

Hanks— No.  3{  (  joshu)  ~~ 

Hanks — No.  2\  to  3   

1 1  an  lis — No.  3   

Hanks— No.  jj    

Filatures— Fxtra  10/12  deniers  ..  Norn"  _ 

Filatures— Extra  13/15  deniers    Nom  — 

Filatures— No.  I,  10/13  denier*    ...  . 
Filatures-No.  .,  ,3/,j,  ,4/ ,  rt  <|e„  ...  ZW  '    70°  o 

Filatures— No.  t\,  lo/.4deniers    '  no°  .° 

Filatures-No.  ii.  i3/,o,  M/,7de„   "         ' ° 

Filatures— No.  2.  10/15  deniers 
Filatures— No.  2,  I4/1R  deniers  ....... 

Filatures— No.  3,  1  4/20  deniers  

Re-reels — Hxtra   

He-reels— (Oshu)  Best  No.  1  .........  Nom  — 

Re-reels— No.  1,  13/15,  14/1  fi  deniers   '  600  to 

Re-reels-No.       .3/16,  14/17  denier*   670  to 

Re-.eels—  No.  2,  .4/18  deniers   6'  fn 

Re-reels-No.  2\,  .4/18  deniers   6\o  t° 

Re-reels— No.  3,  .4/30  .lenie.s    "'  6,„ 

Kahedas-Fxlra      °'°  [° 

Kakedas— No.  1   ZZZ'Z."'."" 

Kakedas — No.  it   

Kakedas — No.  2   

Kaitedas — No.  24   

Kakedas— No.  3   

Kakedas — No.  3J  

Kaitedas — No.  4   Z, 

Oshu  Sendai — No.  3^  

Uamatsuhi— No.  1,  2   , Norn 

Hamats..ki-No.3,  4   '.".'..]".'.'.'.  Nom'. 

Soda. — No.  24  


680  to 
650  to 
<53o  to 
610  to 


730 
710 

6g. 
690 
660 
660 


700 
680 
660 
640 
620 
710 
6go 
eoo 
^40 
620 


27.744  44.3S; 


Settlements  ami  Olicct  )  '";|"  '. 

F.xport  from  1st  july  )  29,100 
Stock,  8th  June   ,5)IOO 

Available  supplies  to  date  44,200 


46,400 
2,090 

48,490 


33.281 

36,700 
3.400 

40,100 


Exchange,  has  improved  and  declined  aeain 
during  the  week,  and  quotations  close  as  under  — 
London,  4tn/s.  Credits,  2/lf;  Documents,  2/1V 
6m/s.  Credits,  2l\\.  New  York,  iod/s  U  V 
$5ii;4m/s.  U.S.  $52i.  Parks,  or  Lyons,' 4  n,A 
fcs.  2.66;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.68.  >-»'/- 


Kxnon  Maw  Silk  Tables  to  8th  June, 

S«  .  ami  •«  u3- 1  8p4  .     1892-93  . 


■  ope 


23.5'8 
'8,938 


1  01. 1 


J Bales  42,456 
Piculs,  43,849 


Settlement*  and  Diiect  ) 

Rxpoi  t  from  1st  July  )  44.55° 
Stock,  8th  June    4,750 

A»»il.l1le«„pp|jeii0()ate|40  3„0 


46,262 
47,059 

47,340 
640 


894;- 
1891.9a. 
Ha  1  Ei. 
"8,925 
29,699 

48,624 
49.707 


49,000 
1,800 


47.98o  50,800 


Total  piculs    4,750 


Wi, 
Cocoons. 


Estimated  Silk  Stock,  8th  June,  itfy4 

>;c.ji.s 

Hanks    _ 

Filatures    2,300 

Se-reeis   3,280 

Kakeda    270 

Osnu    

Vaysaam  Kinds  ...  — 


140 


Noshi-ito   7 

Kibiso    7,  0 


Mav 


6,770 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  KESORT. 

T'l/r"'  d1°;.i«l'lful  Mou.wai,.  Kt.so,t  in  H10 
*  Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATP.1  at 
KOVVAKI-DANI,  which  ,s  ad,n,uH  Vy'tle 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunmest,  Breeziest,  and  inost  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  ddightfully  situated 
upon  the  nio.intain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather 
and  a  v.ew  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never- failing  supply  from  the  hot  minhkal 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
cap.tulat.on  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating 
One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
tor  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing  on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Irout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel: 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  hsh,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
I  elegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


85 
65 


Sllnorl«    360 


lota^piculs  ...  .  iS>loo 


of  the 


TEA. 

Large  transactions  and  firm  prices  are  the  order 
day.    Mock  is  reduced,  and  holders  look 
strong.    Quotations  nominally  unchanged. 

„,    .  QUOTATIONS. 

Choicest    "«'(«■. 

Choice   $35  up 

Finest    30  to  3 1 

Fine    26  to  z7 

Good  Medium  21  to  22 

Medium  ...  18  fo  »9 

Good  Common   .' 16  to  17 

  14  to  15 


BOARDING  HOUSE 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

A/TISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
iU  Wl11  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t  f 


EXCHANGE 

Exchange,  after  show 
again  declined. 

Sterling— Bank  T.T.... 


mg  some  improvement, 


2/0f 

2hh 


Sterling— tJanl,  Hill,  on  demand 
iter hhgr—Banli  4  months'  s\eht 
b  e,  ing-Privale  4  riiorithV  sight! 

^erl.ng-Private  6  months'  sight   ''lit 

On  Pans— Bank  sight  'J 
On  Lyons-Private  4  n.'on'ih's' sight "go 

On  Honglcong-Banlcsi^M   ...  p„8 
On  HongUong-Private  ,o  daylight T°/  .lis 

On  Shanghai— Banlc  sight  .........  i> 

On  Shangnai-Private  ,0  days'  sig'hi Ill 

On  India— Banlc  sight  73i 


191 
194 

504 


On  India-Pnvate  30  days'  sight 
On  Amer.ca-Banlc  Bills  on  demand 
On  Amertca-Private  jo  days'  sight    Z l\l 

On  America-Private  ,  months'  light  «I 

On  Germany-Bank  sight    f » 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

Delicately  fragrant  as  the  Eose  itself 
Always  sweet  and  fresh,  its  delightful 
odour  never  wearies. 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

absolutely  superior  to  aU  other  makes 
I  or •the  fineness  of  its  aroma,  its  strength, 
and  its  exceedingly  refreshing  qualities 
Atkinson's  English  is  the  best 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
•  blue  &  yellow  label  &  uaual  Trade  Mark 
\*  "White  Eose,"  and  address  in  full  ' ' 


January  13th,  1894. 
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ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 


RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL  BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut 
"Richmond  Smoking  Mixture,* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

B«tabUahed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

^ci^f  r: 

T^Vw  I  haVrnany  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
short  time  '  J  ™a, fp/^  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
C  '  p"  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
tSSte  an'SSabk  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  sat.sfies, 
them  of  their  value,"  

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

of  all  kinas.   11 -l  t-     aJld  subdu  ng  all  inflammations. 

Skj5Bd,feT  C'o* £  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
MR.  J.  1-  Y,-  u.   ,  :„  ,s»,  savs— "  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
in  China,  pnb  ished  in  '8''- ^ath     eople>  a?d  nothing 

HoVray  ^  thVi7Bratit  .ie-  and^tr ^  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
u°U  <i  ho,«  feed  poured  in  upon  us.  until  at  last  a  tea, 

^tVnlofO^^aVwOTth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
rnTthe^emanTbecame  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lockup 
the  small  remaining  "stock. 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  U^e  throughout 
World.  ' 


\  - 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 
Annual  Subscription,  post  f.ee,  IS*:,  &<  |j»  United 
Kingdom.      Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  World. 

Offices — Bishopsgate  House,  London,  EX. 

"  MONEY1  AND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 

exposer  of  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 
"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  .|ouknal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 
•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly   Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.   Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 
>i  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 
BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
nine    Trading,   Manufacturing,  and    I  rust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  cnt.c.sed  in 
'«  MONEY  /'  ND  TkADE." 
MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all-Foreign  markets  where  English  gooos 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 
THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondenls   of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  ]apan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 
September  30,  1893. 


ASK  FOR 


LIEBIC  COMPANYS 


And  see  that  each  Jar  bears  iaron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  throughout  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and   for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited.  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England 


sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama.  Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 
June  14th,  1892. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORDS 
FLUID 

MACMESjAj 

N.B.— ASK  FOR 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
DINNE FORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  i,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C? 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH 

Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters.  TT 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes 


GLOW-WORM,"  63ft.  by  7ft.  Sin.  . 

Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 


Manager. 


TWICKENHAM.  ENGI 


Wslm 


April  23rd,  1893. 
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"fais  CB  QUE  DOIS: 

ADV1ENNE  QUEPOURRA!" 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

No  notice  will  be  taken  of  anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  particularly  requested  that 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager, 
and  Cheques  be  made  payableto  same;  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the  Editor. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  June  i6th,  1894. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


The  Provincial  Governors  are  to  gather  in  the 
capital  on  the  25th  inst. 

Mr.  Noda  Kichibki  has  been  chosen  chief 
director  of  the  Osaka  Watch  Co. 


Major-General  Tachini  has  been  appointed 
Commandant  of  the  Tenth  Brigade. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  arranged  to  visit 
Shikoku  in  the  Spring  of  next  year. 

Korean  Affairs  are  absorbing  all  attention.  The 
news  from  the  seat  of  disturbance  is  very  meagre. 

A  Living  Chess  Tournament  is  announced  to 
take  place  toward  the  end  of  the  month  in  the 
Bluff  Gardens. 

Admiral  Fremantle  arrived  in  Yokohama  on 
Monday,  and  has  transferred  his  flag  to  the  new 
flagship  Centurion. 

Mr.  Go  Daigoro,  who  became  very  popular  in 
London^  has  been  promoted  a  Consul  of  the 
second  class  at  Bombay. 

An  epidemic  of  dysentery  is  prevailing  in  Kuma- 
moto  Prefecture  and  special  hospitals  have  been 
erected  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

Monday  was  a  most  oppressive  day,  a  hot 
southerly  wind  blowing  with  great  violence  for 


the  whole  twenty-four  hours.  The  barometer 
fell  rapidly  during  the  morning  but  later  re- 
turned to  the  normal. 


The  119th  National  Bank  will  move  into  its  new 
offices  at  No.  i,  Ichome,  Yayesncho,  Kojimachi- 
ku,  Tokyo,  on  the  2nd  prox. 

Mr  Paget,  Third  Secretary  of  the  British  Le- 
gation, is  acting  as  Charge  d' Affaires  until  the 
arrival  of  the  late  Mr.  Fraser's  successor. 


Six  convicts  attempted  to  escape  from  Kajibashi 
Prison,  Tokyo,  on  the  12th  inst.  In  the  struggle 
which  ensued  with  the  gaolers,  three  convicts 
were  killed. 


Shimazaki  Hikojiro  (60),  the  keeper  of  the 
railway-crossing  at  Shin-amicho,  Shiba,  Tokyo, 
was  killed  by  a  train  while  on  duty  on  the 
nth  inst.   

The  dispute  in  the  B  division  of  the  Yokohama 
Sailing  Club  in  reference  to  the  measurements 
of  the  Hokiboshi  have  been  finally  decided  in 
that  boat's  favour. 

A  terrible  fatality  is  reported  from  Itsuku- 
shima,  twenty-four  persons  being  drowned 
through  the  Mukogawa  Maru,  of  the  Shosen 
Kaisha,  cutting  down  a  coasting  junk. 

The  Yokohama  Cricket  Club  beat  the  Fleet  by 
the  narrow  margin  of  twelve  runs  on  Wednes- 
day. The  fielding  of  the  Naval  men  was  a 
feature  of  the  play. 

OzakiTomekichi,  the  savage  actor  in  the  shock- 
ing tragedy  which  took  place  in  Yamato  Pro- 
vince, when  nine  persons  lost  their  lives  at  his 
hands,  was  sentenced  to  death  on  the  9th  inst. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Nagaura  Quarantine 
Station,  near  Yokohama,  up  to  the  8th  inst.  three 
Japanese,  eight  British,  one  French,  and  two 
German  vessels  coming  up  from  the  South, 
have  been  inspected. 

The  British  steamer  Nestor,  while  on  a  voyage 
from  Yokohama  to  Kobe,  rescued  the  ship- 
wrecked crew  of  a  junk  belonging  to  Boshu 
Province,  which  had  been  capsized  near  Kan- 
nonsaki  on  the  10th  inst. 


The  American  mail  packet  Peru  has  been  lying 
in  Nagasaki  for  most  part  of  the  week,  having 
been  quarantined  through  a  Chinese  stoker  dy- 
ing on  the  voyage  up  from  Hongkong.  The 
man  was  buried  at  sea. 


Japanese  warships  on  the  Korean  coasts  com- 
prise the  Matsushima  (flagship),  Yoshino,  Ya- 
mato, Takao,  Musashi,  Chiyoda,  Tsukushi 
(cruisers),  Akagi,  and  Chokai  (gun-vessels), 
and  the  Yayeyama  (dispatch  boat). 

The  ravages  of  Black  Death  are  extending  in 
Hongkong.  Two  deaths  among  Europeans 
have  taken  place,  one  being  Capt.  Vesey  of  the 
S.L.I.,  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  active  in 
the  house-to-house  visitation  among  the  filthy 
Chinese  quarters. 


It  is  stated  that  six  noble  families  of  Korea, 
who  lost  many  of  their  members  at  the  hands  of 
Kim  Ok-kyun  during  the  rebellion  which  broke 
out  in  Korea  some  years  ago,  have  presented  a 
handsome  mansion  in  the  Keido  to  Hong,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  in  murdering  Kim. 


The  depredations  of  hears  in  Hokkaido  are  very 
extensive.  The  returns  for  last  year  are  as  fol- 
lows :— Persons  killed,  6  ;  persons  injured,  10  ; 
horses  killed,  759;  horses  injured,  152;  cattle 
killed,  34;  cattle  injured,  17;  pigs  killed,  333; 


pigs  injured,  63;  dogs  killed,  7;  cats  killed, 
7  ;  chicken  killed,  one.  The  number  of  bears 
caught  during  the  year  was  542. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  shareholders 
of  the  Sapporo  Sugar  Co.,  Hokkaido,  took  place 
in  Tokyo  on  the  14th  inst.  The  receipts  during 
the  past  year  were  68,425.881,  while  the  ex- 
penditure amounted  to  yen  53,491.810,  leaving  a 
profit  of  yen  14,934.580,  to  which  yen  24,966.205, 
Government  subsidy,  was  added,  making  a 
total  of  yen  39,999.750.  Of  this  sum  yen 
24,999.750  was  distributed  as  dividend  at  the  rate 
of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  yen  14,901.035  being 
deducted  for  expenses  of  arranging  the  financial 
troubles  of  the  company.  The  meeting  carried 
a  resolution  raising  the  Capital  to  yen  750,000, 
in  30,000  shares  of  yen  25  each. 

The  Congo  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
Belgium  is  still  attractingthe  attention  of  France. 
Germany  has  made  no  protest  in  London,  but 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  speakingin  theHouse  of  Com- 
mons, was  unable  to  say  whether  she  had  done  so 
in  Brussels.  Italy  declines  to  support  France  in 
the  matter.  Upwards  of  six  millions  of  gold 
currency  were  exported  from  the  United  States 
last  week,  the  reserve  being  now  reduced  to 
seventy  millions.  The  Silver  Commission  in 
Germany  has  closed  without  any  definite  deci- 
sion being  arrived  at.  In  Bechuanaland,  the 
troopers  Daniels  and  Wilson  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  fourteen  years  imprisoment  for  sup- 
pressing the  message  of  submission  sent  by 
King  Lobengula  and  for  stealing  the  thousand 
pounds  sent  with  the  message,  their  dastard- 
ly act  having  led  to  the  death  of  Major  Wilsou 
and  his  party.  The  situation  at  Bangkok  is 
strained,  the  Siamese  Government  having  re- 
fused to  produce  Phra  Yot  for  judgment  at  the 
second  trial.  The  mixed  tribunal,  however, 
has  sentenced  the  man  t0  2oyears'iniprisonment. 

A  feeble,  unsatisfactory  market  for  Yarns  and 
Fancy  Cloths  this  week,  with  a  tendency  to 
lower  prices.  The  approaching  Bon  festival 
causes  a  little  enquiry  for  Cotton  Handker- 
chiefs, but  Fancy  Cottons  are  neglected.  There 
is  some  revival  in  Sugar  and  a  considerable 
business  has  been  done  both  in  White  and 
Brown,  with  prices  tending  upwards.  Buyers 
are  beginning  to  fear  that  the  plague  in  South 
China  will  cause  a  stoppage  in  supplies  and 
are  accordingly  filling  up-country  orders  with 
avidity.  A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done 
in  all  kinds  of  metal,  though  with  the  hot  weather 
now  upon  us  the  demand  will  soon  slacken. 
This  same  cause  pushes  Kerosene  transactions 
down  and  the  market  at  present  is  far  from 
strong.  Tea  booms  along  with  rising  quotations, 
and  desirable  parcels  of  the  lower  grades  are 
getting  rather  scarce.  With  the  Second  Crop 
Leaf  close  at  hand  some  ease  will  presently  be 
noticed,  as  the  stock  will  then  quickly  accumulate. 
In  Raw  Silk  a  falling  off  is  to  noted,  although 
all  goes  well  in  the  producing  districts,  the  out- 
put being  of  good  quality  and  colour.  Some 
few  boxes  of  Mino  Shinshosha  having  changed 
hands  at  $700,  dealers  have  been  expecting 
similiar  prices  all  round.  In  this  they  are  mis- 
taken ;  lower  prices  must  be  accepted  if  they 
wish  to  move  off  any  of  their  large  stock  now. 
But  the  market  is  still  much  in  buyers'  favour. 
This  time  last  year  some  Utsunomiya  were 
done  at  $1,000  per  picul,  with  a  much  higher 
exchange  ;  to-day  they  could  most  probably  be 
bought  at  $700.  A  dull  market  and  small  busi- 
ness is  all  that  can  be  «aid  of  Waste  Silk  this  week. 
The  stock  is  already  about  12,800  piculs  and 
dealers  are  exhibiting  some  anxiety,  a  state  of 
things  that  will  tend  towards  reducing  prices  in 
mostvarieties.  Exchange  has  hardened  slightly 
daring  the  week. 


7*4 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL, 


[June  16,  1894. 


I  HE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  Korean  Question  engrosses  public  atten- 
tion. Journalistic  comments  on  this  subject 
have  been  reproduced  from  time  to  time.  It  is 
apparent  that  the  restless  energies  of  the  people 
yearn  for  employment  in  a  foreign  war.  The 
real  difficulty  that  the  Japanese  Cabinet  has  now 
to  grapple  with,  is  not  China's  aggressive  de- 
signs upon  the  peninsula  Kingdom,  but  the 
control  of  the  warlike  spirit  roused  among  its 
own  countrymen.    We  notice  below  some  of 

the  latest  articles  on  this  question. 

* 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  is  perhaps  the  most 
pacific  in  its  attitude.  It  advises  both  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people  to  behave  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  convince  the  Koreans  that  Japan 
has  no  aggressive  design  upon  their  country. 
The  recollection  of  the  several  disastrous  in- 
vasions of  Korea  by  Japanese  troops  in  the  past 
still  suggests  to  the  minds  of  the  Korean  people 
very  erroneous  notions  about  Japan's  attitude 
toward  them.  The  Mainichi  demonstrates  at 
some  length  how  unwise  Japan  would  be  to 
aim  at  becoming  a  continental  Power.  By  way 
of  proof  reference  is  made  to  the  history  of  past 
invasions  of  Korea,  as  well  as  to  the  failure  of  a 
similar  ambition  once  entertained  by  Great 
Britain.  Now  that  the  Japanese  troops  have 
entered  Soul,  our  contemporary  hopes  that  they 
will  be  placed  under  strict  orders  to  refrain  from 
all  acts  of  insolence  towards  the  inhabitants  of 
the  capital,  and  that  attention  will  be  directed 
by  the  Japanese  officers  toward  winning  the 

confidence  and  good  will  of  the  Korean  people. 
* 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  interprets   public  opinion  in 
Japan  as  agreed  in  insisting  that  this  country 
must  take  decisive  steps  against  any  Power 
threatening  the  independence  of  Korea.  On 
this  point,  says  our  contemporary,  there  is  not 
a  dissentient  voice  among  the  Japanese.  But 
here  a  question  arises :  what  actions  are  to  be 
considered  a  menace  to  the  independeuce  of 
Korea?     In  the  Kokkai's  opinion,  Korean  in- 
dependence has  always  been  encroached  upon 
by  China  since  the  withdrawal  of  the  Japanese 
and  Chinese  troops  from  Soul  in  consequence  of 
the  Tientsin  Treaty.    Thenceforth  the  Chinese 
Government,  through  its  Resident  Yuen,  always 
interfered  in  the  domestic  .affairs  of  Korea  to 
such  an  extent  thatthe  extraordinary  delays  caus- 
ed in  the  negotiations  between  Japan  and  Korea 
about  the  illegal  prohibition  of  grain  exports, 
were  generally  ascribed  to  Chinese  influence. 
People  insist  that  Japan  should  either  prevent 
China  from  assisting  in  the  suppression  of  the 
insurrection, orshould  join  with  her  in  thatunder- 
taking.    But  will  Japan's  object  be  attained  by 
following  either  of  these  courses  ?    No  :  Korea's 
independence  can  never  beguaranteed  unless  the 
peninsula  Kingdom  is  rescued  from  the  vexa- 
tious and  systematic  interference  of  the  Chinese 
Government.    China,  says  the  Kokkai,  did  not 
perhaps  think  that  Japan  would  send  troops  to 
Korea.    Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  a.  fact  that  the 
Viceroy  Li  has  been  surprised  by  Japan's  readi- 
ness to  cope  with  whatever  emergency  may  arise 
and  the  Kokkai  lh\nks  that  China  will  take  the 
first  opportunity  to  withdraw  her  forces.  Is 
Japan  to  follow  her  example  in  such  an  event? 
Our  contemporary  replies  in  the  negative,  and 
urges  the  Government  not  to  withdraw  the 
troops  until  Korea  has  been  freed  from  China's 
interference  in  her  domestic  affairs,  or  until 
Japan  has  obtained  at  least  an  equal  share  of 
influence  in  the  peninsula  Kingdom.     In  order 
to  accomplish  that  object,  Japan  should  not 
hesitate  to  fight  China. 

* 

The  Kokumin  Shimbun  thinks  it  not  improb- 
able that  the  Chinese  Government,  being  un- 
willing to  bring  about  a  rupture  with  Japan, 
may  not  object  to  withdraw  its  troops  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  the  Soul  Govern- 
ment. In  that  case,  a  similar  request  will 
doubtless  be  preferred  to  Japan.  But  the  Koku- 
min is  of  opinion  that  Japan  ought  not  to  re- 
call her  troops  until  all  danger  to  the  life  and 
property  of  her  subjects  resident  in  Korea,  and 


and  all  danger  to  Korean  independence  have 
been  removed.  The  presence  of  Chinese 
troops  is  not  the  only,  or  even  the  principal, 
menace  to  Korea's  independence.  The  real 
danger,  in  the  Kokumin  s  opinion,  lies  in  China's 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  penin- 
sula Kingdom.  Our  contemporary,  therefore 
urges  the  Japanese  Government  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  present  opportunity  to  terminate 
once  for  all  that  source  of  danger. 

* 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  writes  in  a  similar  strain, 
though  its  language  is  more  guarded  and  ambi- 
guous. What,  it  asks,  is  the  object  of  the  Japa- 
nese Government  in  sending  such  a  large  num- 
ber of  troops  to  Korea  ?  If  the  protection  of 
Japanese  residents  were  alone  in  view,  it  would 
not  have  been  necessary  to  send  a  single  soldier. 
The  residents  would  be  able  to  defend  themselves 
if  a  thousand  stand  of  serviceable  arms  were 
supplied  to  them.  Our  contemporary  does  not 
hesitate  to  applaud  the  promptitude  and  decision 
shown  by  the  Government  thus  far.  It  earnestly 
hopes  that  a  similar  attitude  will  be  maintained 
to  the  last,  and  that  the  present  despatch  of  troops 
will  not  turn  out  to  be  merely  an  aimless  demon- 
stration. When  a  sword  is  once  unsheathed, 
says  the  Jiyu,  a  blow  ought  to  be  struck. 
* 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  one  of  the  papers  per- 
suaded that  great  alarm  and  consternation  have 
been  caused  to  the  Chinese  Government  by  the 
news  of  Japan's  having  promptly  despatched  a 
large  force  to  Korea.  Of  late  years,  says  our 
contemporary,  the  Chinese  have  come  to  regard 
Japan  with  indifference  if  not  contempt.  Their 
reason  for  entertaining  so  light  an  idea  of  her 
strength  is  to  be  sought  in  erroneous  inferences 
drawn  by  them  from  the  perpetual  collisions 
between  the  Government  and  the  Diet  ever 
since  the  first  session.  The  Chinaman's  old 
fashioned  and  fossilized  intellect  has  been 
unable  to  grasp  the  true  inwardness  of  the 
political  situation  in  Japan.  He  probably 
thinks  the  Government  and  the  people  being  so 
implacably  opposed  to  each  other,  Japan  could 
not  pursue  any  decisive  policy  abroad.  If  that 
be  so,  he  is  utterly  deceived.  However  divided 
the  Japanese  may  be  in  domestic  politics,  they 
are  ever  ready  to  unite  in  a  strong  and  courageous 
policy  toward  foreign  foes.  As  the  result  of 
their  consternation  and  fear,  the  Chinese  states- 
men, says  the  Jiji,  may  be  desirous  of  quietly 
withdrawing  their  troops  before  any  serious  col- 
lision arises  between  the  latter  and  the  Japanese 
forces.  If  Li  Hung-chang  had  the  sole  control 
over  the  troops  he  might  perhaps  take  such  a 
step.  But  the  statesmen  in  Peking  being  a  set 
of  ignorant  and  obdurate  men,  our  contemporary 
refrains  from  hazarding  any  prophecy  about 
China's  course  of  action. 

# 

m  * 

In  connection  with  the  Korean  Question,  the 
attitude  and  doings  of  England  and  Russia  have 
attracted  some  share  of  journalistic  attention. 
It  was  at  first  rumoured  that  Russia  had  sent 
troops  to  Korea,  but  that  report  has  since  been 
found  entirely  baseless.  Some  papers  are  much 
exercised  by  the  newsjhat  English  war  vessels 
are  staying  at  Port  Hamilton.  But  the  metro- 
politan journals  seem  to  believe  that  neither 
England  nor  Russia  will  take  any  direct 
share  in  the  solution  of  the  Korean  problem. 
The  Kokumin  Shimbun,  the  Mainichi  Shim- 
bun, and  a  few  others  seems  to  believe  the 
report  that  a  secret  understanding  has  lately 
been  arranged  between  China  and  Russia. 
According  to  that  arrangement,  Russia  is  said 
to  have  promised  to  keep  her  hands  off  Korea 
in  return  to  China's  pledge  for  non-interference 
in  the  Pamir  question.  Where  Russia  remains 
quiet,  England,  say  these  papers,  will  not  med- 
dle much. 

* 

*  ft 

A  few  of  the  Opposition  journals,  such  as  the 
Hochi  Shimbun,  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  and 
Niroku  Shimpo,  call  attention  to  the  danger  of 
being  too  much  engrossed  with  the  Korean 
Question.  They  seem  to  harbour  a  suspicion 
that  the  Government  may  employ  the  Korean 


problem  for  electioneering  purposes.  Conse- 
quently to  pay  so  much  attention  to  this  ques- 
tion as  to  forget  the  importance  of  the  coming 
general  election  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
these  papers,  to  fall  in  the  snare  contrived 
by  the  Government.  We  refer  to  the  Hochi 's 
article  as  a  fair  sample  of  the  articles  on 
this  topic.  It  happens  not  seldom,  says  our 
contemporary,  that  a  Ministry  which  has  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  people  seeks  to  direct 
public  attention  into  foreign  channels.  The 
latest  instance  was  that  of  a  French  Cabi- 
net which  undertook  the  Tonquin  expedition  as 
an  electioneering  scheme.  "  As  for  the  pre- 
sent Japanese  Cabinet,"  writes  the  Hochi,  "it 
has  been  strongly  attacked  on  account  of 
both  its  domestic  and  foreign  policy  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  last  three  suc- 
cessive sessions.  Such  is  the  slight  confidence 
which  the  people  repose  in  the  Cabinet.  The 
people,  therefore,  do  not  expect  much  from 
such  a  Cabinet.  But  notwithstanding  these 
circumstances,  we  and  our  sympathizers" 
throughout  the  country  will  not  stoop  to  the 
unpatriotic  step  of  hampering  the  Cabinet's 
actions  by  criticising  its  Korean  policy, 
because  it  is  not  our  desire  to  impair  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  country's  rights  on  account  of 
party  struggles.  We  are  thus  magnanimous 
to  the  Cabinet  in  connection  with  the  present 
Korean  question.  Should  the  Government, 
however,  suffer  itself  to  be  swayed  by  petty 
intriguers  and  employ  the  Korean  Question  for 
election  purposes,  the  people  will  no  longer 
remain  silent,  but  will  attack  the  Cabinet  with 
redoubled  vehemence  and  resolution." 

* 

With  regard  to  the  next  general  election, 
great  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  allied  Op- 
position parties  to  secure  an  absolute  majority 
in  the  new  House  of  Representatives.  These 
parties,  now  combined  under  the  imposing  name 
Of  "  National  League,"  have  established  a  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  Election  in  Tokyo.  The 
members  of  this  Committee  have  been  impar- 
tially selected  from  the  different  parties.  It 
seems  to  be  the  principal  business  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  watch  over  the  progress  of  the  struggle 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  to  send  out 
reinforcements  of  canvassers  according  to  the 
needs  of  particular  localities,  and  to  mediate 
between  rival  candidates  belonging  to  parties 
constituting  the  League.  The  points  at  issue 
are,  as  stated  more  than  once,  a  strong  foreign 
policy  and  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  Re- 
sponsible Cabinets.  The  allied  parties  dare 
not,  any  longer,  attach  much  importance  to 
the  question  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement. 
They  say  much  about  the  alleged  weak- 
ness of  the  Government  in  its  foreign 
policy,  but  the  electors  will  not  take  much  in- 
terest in  the  vague  allegations  of  Opposition 
politicians  on  this  subject.  As  to  the  subject 
of  Responsible  Cabinets,  they  do  not  care  a 
straw.  What  they  care  about  are  questions 
having  practical  bearings  upon  their  pockets. 
Consequently  the  allied  parties  will  labour  under 

great  disadvantages  in  the  coming  elections. 
* 

*  * 

Some  papers  try  to  interpret  the  Address  to 
the  Throne,  which  caused  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  House  of  Representatives,  as  containing  the 
doctrine  of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement.  The  Jiji 
Shimpo  exposes  the  fallacy,  but  as  the  subject 
has  been  touched  in  these  columns  more  than 
once,  we  will  not  follow  our  contemporary's  argu- 
ments on  this  topic.  (  The  Jiji  bears  testimony 
to  the  unpopularity  of  this  doctrine,  and  is  re- 
joiced at  the  fact  because  it  is  equivalent  to  the 
removal  of  an  obstacle  from  the  path  of  Treaty 
Revision.  The  solution  of  this  problem,  con- 
tinues our  contemporary,  is  of  the  most  urgent 
importance,  and  the  various  political  parties  are 
earnestly  requested  to  refrain  from  all  party 
agitations  on  the  subject  of  Treaty  Revision, 
thus  leaving  the  Government  free  to  attend  to  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  the  difficult  task. 

*  * 

Concerning  the  question  of  Treaty  Revision, 
rumours  have  been  in  circulation  that  negotia- 
tions with  England  ar<>  making  such  rapid 
progress  that  there  is  ;i  prospect  of  a  speedy  and 
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satisfactory  conclusion.  The  Opposition  papers 
still  repeat  the  demand  that  such  portions  oi 
the  new  treaty  as  relate  to  the  change  of  custom 
duties  and  modification,  if  any,  of  laws  should 
be  submitted  to  the  approval  of  the  Diet  before 
the  Emperor's  ratification  is  asked.  This  de- 
mand is  claimed  to  be  against  the  Constitution 
which  expressly  provides  that  "  the  Emperor 
concludes  treaties." 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE  YUSEN   KAISHA   IN   NBBD   OF  VESSBLS. 

From  a  paragraph  in  the  Shogyo  Shimpo,  we 
learn  that  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  pending 
the  availability  of  its  new  steamers,  is  confronted 
with  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  its  regular 
service,  owing  to  ten  of  the  Company's  best 
vessels  having  been  requisitioned  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  the  insurrection  in 
Korea.    The  mail  service  between  Kobe  and 
Otaru  has  been  unavoidably  relinquished,  as  we 
have  already  noted,  four  steamers  being  thus 
released  for  service  elsewhere.    The  Company 
is  doing  everything  in  its  power  to  avert  incon- 
venience in  the  shipment  of  cargo  or  transport 
of  passengers,  but  of  course  it  can  not  altoge- 
ther succeed,  indeed,  a  telegram  published  in  the 
same  journal's  issue  of  the  7th  inst.,  shows  that 
no  little  inconvenience  has  already  been  experi- 
enced.   The  despatch  is  from  Hakodate,  and 
states  that  a  vessel  which  had  started  for  Tokyo, 
Yokkaichi,  and  other  ports,  laden  with  salt  fish, 
was  called  off  the  line  and  that  the  cargo  would 
probably  be  unloaded  at  a  place  other  than  the 
original   destination,  the  freight-owners  being 
very  anxious  in  consequence.    The  market  has 
fallen  five  per  cent,  all  round.    Another  tele- 
gram from  Otaru  says  that  in  consequence  of 
the  temporary  suspension  of  regular  steam  ser- 
vice between  that  port  and  the  main  island,  the 
market-value  of  fish  guano  has  fallen  twenty  yen, 
with  signs  of  a  still  further  decrease.    A  report 
comes  from  Yokkaichi  to  the  effect  that  a  vessel 
which  had  carried  a  full  load  of  guano  from 
Tokyo  to  Handa,  sailed  at  once  from  the  latter 
port  so  soon  as  the  cargo  had  been  unloaded. 
Similar  telegrams  from  Kumamoto  appear  in 
the  same  journal.    Finally,  despatches  from 
Hokkaido  show  that  local  dealers  in  marine 
products  are  already  suffering,  the  banks  re- 
fusing to  make  advances  on  their  goods. 


DISTURBANCES  IN  AICHI  PREFECTURE. 

Disturbances  of  an  unusual  and  alarming  na- 
ture have  of  late  occurred  in  Aichi  Prefecture. 
The  trouble  originated  in  the  payment  of  certain 
land-taxes,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
earthquake  of  a  few  years  ago  was  postponed 
by  the  Government  until  the  end  of  last  month, 
when   payment   was  called  for.     The  total 
amount  of  accrued  taxes  reaches  more  than 
half  a  million  yen.     Deeming  it  impossible 
to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  stipulated  date,  the 
inhabitants  inaugurated  several   measures  in 
order  to  obtain  a  further  postponement  until  the 
end  of  the  present  year.    Deputies  were  sent  to 
Tokyo  who  petitioned  the  two  Houses  to  ap- 
prove of  their  urgent  request,  but  all  their  plans 
were  frustrated  by  the  unexpected  dissolution 
of  the  Lower  House.    More  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  headmen  of  such  towns  and  villages 
as  suffered  greatly  from  the  earthquake,  re- 
cently held  a  meeting  at  Nagoya,  on  which 
occasion  it  was  resolved  to  start  a  wholesale 
agitation  for  the  securing  of  the  necessary  term- 
prolongation,  and  to  resign  their  functions  in  a 
body  should  their  petition  not  meet  with  the 
consent  of  the  authorities.    All  the  public  func- 
tionaries of  Nakamura  Gun  are  already  about 
to  ta*e  the  decisive  step  of  going  out  on  strike 
and  thus  effectually  impeding  the  working  of 
the  administration.    The  official  portion  of  the 
people  being  so  greatly  excited,  the  condition 
of   the   populace   may   be   easily  imagined. 
Things  have  gone  so  far  that  even  a  seditious 
rising  is  apprehended.    The  affair  of  the  taxes 
and  the  appeal  for  a  postponement  of  the 
term  of  payment  have  suddenly  caused  Mr. 
Tokito,  Governor  of  the  Prefecture,  to  become 
an  object  of  execration  to  the  intensely  excited 


inhabitants.  They  claim  thai  he  is  indifferent 
to  the  success  or  non-success  of  their  agitation. 
A  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  him  has  been 
proposed  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Local 
Assembly,  but  was  vetoed  !>y  the  majoiity. 

"Murray's  hand-iiook  for  japan." 
A  fourth  edition  of  this  admirahle  work  has 
now  been  issued.  The  compilers,  Messrs.  Bi 
H.  Chamberlain  and  W.  B.  Mason,  say  in  their 
brief  preface  that,  since  the  publication  of  the 
previous  edition  of  the  Handbook  in  1891,  they 
liave  again  travelled  over  almost  every  portion 
of  the  country  and  "  now  submit  a  text  large- 
ly rewritten  and  thoroughly  revised  to  date 
with  fifteen  new  routes,  greatly  improved  maps 
and  plans,  and  numerous  illustrations."  The 
whole  empire  is  now  for  the  first  time  in- 
cluded in  the  text  of  the  Handbook.  The 
work  has  already  become  so  popular  and  so 
necessary  not  less  to  residents  than  to  tourists 
that  any  detailed  reference  to  its  contents  would 
now  be  superfluous.  Besides,  it  is  a  mere  im- 
pertinence on  the  part  of  a  reviewer  to  attempt 
to  criticize  a  book  the  authors  of  which,  having 
made  a  special  study  of  their  subject  for  years, 
necessarily  know  a  great  deal  more  about  it  than 
any  casual  critic  can  possibly  do.  Each  of  us,  in- 
deed, hashisown  pet  route  rendered  familiar,  per- 
haps, by  a  summer  sojourn.  That  routehemight 
take  and  point  out  that  some  features  speci- 
ally charming  to  himself  had  been  omitted 
by  the  compilers,  but  it  is  pretty  certain  that 
in  so  doing  he  would  show  a  sense  of  pro- 
portion much  more  defective  than  any  omis- 
sions discoverable  in  the  Handbook.  Never- 
theless, we  may  be  permitted  to  inquire  why 
men  so  familiar  with  the  Treaty  provisions  as 
Messrs.  Chamberlain  and  Mason  must  be,  should 
persist  in  the  old  mistake  that  foreigners  are 
permitted  to  travel  to  anyplace  within  a  radius 
of  ten  ri  from  a  Treaty  port  without  a  pass- 
port. Foreigners  cannot  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
We  congratulate  the  authors  upon  the  marked 
improvement  they  have  effected  in  their  maps. 
It  used  to  be  quite  a  pain  to  the  eyes 
and  3  trial  of  patience  to  look  out  places 
on  the  maps  of  the  early  editions,  but  now 
everything  is  delightfully  clear  and  easy.  Com- 
paring the  third  and  the  fourth  editions  from 
the  point  of  view  of  mere  bulk,  we  find  that 
the  latter  is  69  pages  larger  than  the  former, 
which  means  that  the  handbook  has  increased 
in  size  by  twenty-five  per  cent,  approximately. 
We  presume  that  it  lias  now  reached  its  full 
dimensions,  but  the  more  the  authors  give  us  of 
such  matter,  the  better. 


JAPAN'S  TRADE  WITH  INDIA. 

The  competition  between  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  steamers  and  those  of  the  Japan 
Steamship  Company,  with  regard  to  the  Bom- 
bay ervice,  is  very  keen  at  present,  says 
the  Jtji  Shimpo,  the  attention  of  native  In- 
dians as  well  as  British  merchants  in  Bom- 
bay having  at  length  been  aroused  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  trade  with  Japan.  Very  little 
heed  was  paid  at  first  to  the  purchase  of  yarns 
by  Japanese  merchants,  but  the  natives  are  now 
competing  with  each  other  to  get  a  share  of  the 
rapidly  increasing  orders,  foreseeing  the  vast 
and  growing  importance  of  this  trade  in  future. 
It  is  in  the  matter  of  freight  to  China  that 
the  P.  and  O.  and  Nippon  Yusen  Kwaisha 
are  most  actively  competing,  the  discount 
amounting  to  as  much  as  85  per  cent.  The 
Yusen  Kaisha  is  evidently  not  content  with 
having  gained  the  upper  hand  of  its  rival  in 
the  Japanese  coast-wise  trade;  it  is  deter- 
mined to  push  on  to  China  and  do  the  same 
there.  The  freight  rates  between  Bombay 
and  Chinese  ports,  as  offered  by  the  Yusen 
Kwaisha,  are  much  more  advantageous  than 
than  those  of  the  P.  and  O.  With  regard  to 
passengers,  the  vessels  of  the  British  Company 
are  liable  to  do  better,  for  the  Japanese  steamers 
are  primarily  cargo-ships,  while  those  of  the 
P.  and  O.  are  first-class  mail-steamers.  De- 
spite this  fact,  the  low  rales  charged  by  the 
Yusen  Kwaisha — 330  rupees  for  a  cabin  ticket 
between  Bombay  and  Kobe,  as  against  500 
rupees  charged  by  the  P.  and  O. — are  very 


alliactive,  so  much  so  that  the  Miiltt  Marti 
recently  came  hack  to  Kobe  with  every  cabin 
occupied.     Among  the  vanotis  goods  which 
may    be    profitably    exported  from  Japan  to 
India,  the  chief  arc  railway-sleepers,  limber  of 
various  kinds,  cement,  and  coal.     The  last- 
mentioned  commodity  is  at  present  consumed 
only  in  Mr.  Tata's  factories  and  so  has  not  yet 
attracted  the  attention  of  Indian  coal-dealers  ; 
yet  it  is  confidently  believed  that  if  Japanese  coal 
could  be  shipped  to  Bombay  for  fourteen  shil- 
lings per  ton,  it  would  compete  successfully 
with  British  imports.     The  beers  sold  in  Bom- 
bay are  not  only  dear  but  of  inferior  quality. 
Specimens  of  Japanese  brews  have  been  sent 
lo  various  hotels,  with  excellent  icsults.  The 
Kirin  brand  is  said  to  be  best  adapted  for  ex- 
portation, all  other  kinds  being  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  great  heat.    The  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  has  recently  ordered  two  ships  from 
England,  both  of  which  are  to  be  put  on  the 
Bombay  line.    One  of  these,  the  humi  Maru, 
left  Bombay  for  Kobe  about  the  middle  of  the 
present  month  ;  the  other,  of  several  thousand 
tons  burden,  is  still  in  England  undergoing  cer- 
tain repairs,  but  will  set  out  for  Japan  in  June. 


THE  FAMILY  OF  KIM  OK-KYUN. 

In  Korea,  if  anywhere,  the  old  Biblical  rule  is 
observed:  the  sinsof  the  fathers  are  visited  on  the 
children  and  vice  versa.  Kim  Ok-kyUn's  father 
is  over  sixty-years  of  age  and  has  been  blind  for 
twenty  years.  When  news  reached  him  of  his 
son's  plots  in  1883,  he  travelled  from  his  pro- 
vincial residence  to  Soul,  and  tried  to  turn  the 
young  man  from  treasonable  attempts.  Kim 
pursuaded  his  father  that  he  entertained  no  such 
idea,  but  shortly  afterwards  he  put  his  scheme 
into  execution  with  disastrous  results  to  him- 
self and  his  friends.  His  father,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  immediately  arrested, 
but,  strange  to  say,  after  Kim's  assassination  his 
father  was  seized  and  thrown  into  prison  where 
he  now  lies.  The  laws  of  Korea,  according 
to  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  from  which  we  take  ihis 
intelligence,  do  not  permit  the  capital  punish- 
ment of  women,  so  that  Kim's  wife  and  only 
daughter,  a  girl  now  some  17  years  of  age,  did 
not  immediately  feel  the  consequences  of  his 
insurrection,  but  they  too  have  now  been  thrown 
into  prison,  and  the  same  fate  is  said  to  have 
overtaken  Kim's  brother,  a  youth  of  22.  Little 
doubt  is  entertained  as  to  the  ultimate  fate  of 
the  unhappy  prisoners.  Some  way  of  getting 
rid  of  them  all  will  be  discovered,  unless  the 
Chinese  Resident,  Yuan,  can  be  induced  to 
intercede  for  them,  and  as  that  apparently  de- 
pends upon  the  ability  of  Kim's  relatives  to 
purchase  Yuan's  good  offices,  the  case  seems 
decidedly  hopeless. 

*  * 

Since  the  above  was  written  news  has  been 
received  that  Kim's  father  was  hung  at  Chyon- 
an  on  the  20th  of  the  4th  month  (Korean 
calendar).  The  whole  procedure  of  the  Korean 
Government  in  this  affair  of  the  murdered  re- 
fugee deprives  it  of  all  sympathy  at  the  present 
crisis. 

THE  "  JIJI  SHIMPO  "  ON  MR.  MATSUOKA'S  LEASE 
OF  LAND  IN  ISHIGAKI  JIMA. 

The  lease  of  a  large  tract  of  Government 
land  in  Ishigaki-jima,  one  of  the  Riukiu 
Islands,  to  Mr.  Matsuoka  Koki  and  others, 
was  brought  forward,  as  our  readers  may  re- 
member, in  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
Mr.  Kiuchi  Makoto,  a  few  days  before  the  Diet 
was  dissolved.  Mr.  Kiuchi,  who  is  a  native  of 
Nagano  Prefecture,  charged  the  lessees  with 
intending  to  sub-let  the  land  to  others,  without 
applying  it  to  the  purpose  stated  when  they  first 
submitted  their  application  for  the  lease  to  the 
Government.  In  this  connection  the  Jiji  Shim- 
po offers  some  interesting  particulars.  It  was 
in  July  of  last  year,  says  our  contemporary, 
that  a  lease  was  applied  for  in  order  to  start  a 
sugar  plantation.  The  application  was  made 
to  the  Governor  of  Okinawa  in  due  form.  The 
chief  mover  in  the  project  was  Mr.  Nakagawa 
Toranosuke,  a  native  of  Tokushima,  who  had 
inherited  a  sugar  refinery  from  his  father.  Seeing 
that  imported  sugar  was  gradually  taking  the 
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place  of  the  Japanese  product,  Mr.  Nakagawa 
made  journeys  throughout  the  sugar-producing 
districts  in  China,  the  Loochoos,  and  Hokkaido, 
undertaking  these  journeys  with   a   view  to 
stimulating  the  sugar-refining  industry  of  Japan. 
The  result  of  his  investigations   was  that  he 
believed  the  Yaeyama  group,  a  cluster  of  is- 
lands to  the  south  of  the  Riukiu  Archipelago, 
eminently  fitted  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar.  So, 
taking  some  scores  of  labourers  with  him,  he 
went  thither,  cleared  some  fields  and  planted 
cane.    Satisfactory  results  were  obtained,  yet 
he  soon  saw  that  nothing  great  could  be  expected 
unless  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  active  par- 
ticipation of  a  few  capitalists.     He  therefore 
drew  up  a  report  on  his  scheme  and  presented 
this  to  those  whom  he  thought  likely  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  matter.  Among  others,  Mr.  Malsu- 
oka  deemed  the  plan  well  worthy  of  attention, 
and  consented  to  join  Mr.  Nakagawa.   In  manu- 
facturing the  sugar  as  well  as  in  cultivating  the 
cane,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  projectors  to 
adopt  partly  foreign  methods,  and  they  were  re- 
solved to  content  themselves,  at  least  for  a  while, 
with  the  manufacture  of  brown  sugar.    Yet  even 
this  was  considered  as  a  mere  expedient,  the 
reclaiming  of  wild  land  and  the  wholesale  esta- 
blishment of  sugar  plantations  being  the  ultimate 
goal  they  desired  to  reach.    The  Governor  of 
Okinawa,  in  giving  his  official  sanction  to  their 
application  for  a  lease  of  the  ground,  placed 
great  stress  on  the  cultivation  of  wild  land.  Mr. 
Kiuchi's  contention  was  that  the  lessees'  object 
was  simply  to  sub-let  the  land  to  others,  and 
thus  reap  a  substantial  profit.  But,  emphatically 
rejoins  the  Jiji,  such  an  accusation  could  only 
originate  with  one  wholly  ignorant  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  islanders.  Yaeyama  is,  as  we  {Japan 
Mail)  stated  some  days  ago,  notorious  for  the 
prevalence  of  a  virulent  malarial  fever,  which 
affects  both  the  growth  of  the  population  and 
even  the  active  habits  of  the  islanders.  The 
natives  are  characteristically  indolent,  nor  are 
they  strong  enough  to  sustain  the  labour  neces 
sary  on  a  sugar  plantation.    It  would  be  utterly 
impossible  to  find  any  one  among  the  natives 
ready  or  willing  to  lease  the  land  with  a  view  to 
rendering  it  arable.    The  enterprise  projected 
by  the  lessees  is  therefore  not  only  harmless  in 
so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  natives  are  con 
cerned,  but  must  also  prove  ultimately  a  source 
of  profit  to  them,  by  providing  means  of  steady 
employment.    At  all  events  it  is  not  only  rash 
but   even  indicative  of   ignorance  to  speak 
disparagingly  of  the  project  while  the  land  is 
not  yet  formally  transferred  to  the  lessees.  And 
even  should  a  refinery  not  be  established  on  the 
island,  this  fact  would  in  no  wise  affect  the 
legality  of  the  application  or  the  official  sanction. 


MR.  SHIMADA  SABURO. 


The  Jiji  Shimpo  thinks  that  if  Mr.  Kiyemon 
Riyemon  consents  to  stand  again  for  the  First 
Electoral  Division  of  Kanagawa  which  be  con- 
tested last  elections,  he  will  succeed  in  ousting 
Mr.  Shimada  Saburo.  We  do  not  for  our  own 
part  see  why  that  should  be  the  case.  It  is  true 
that  Mr.  Shimada  obtained  his  seat  by  only  two 
votes  last  February,  but  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  Mr.  Kimura's  popularity,  or  rather  of  Mr. 
Shimada's  unpopularity,  ought  now  to  have  dis- 
appeared. Last  February  Mr.  Shimada  was 
prominently  lie  with  the  Strict-Enforcement  agi- 
tators, and  the  policy  of  Strict  Enforcement  was 
at  that  time  construed  by  a  considerable  section 
of  the  public  as  more  or  less  hostile  to  Mixed 
Residence.  Since  then,  however,  all  doubt  as 
to  Mr.  Shimada's  real  attitude  toward  this  im- 
portant question  ought  to  have  been  dispelled, 
and  we  do  not  see  why  his  constituency  should 
object  to  him. 

ABUSES  IN  THE   MAKING  OF  PUBLIC  TENDERS. 

Prior  to  the  Law  of  Finance  being  put  into 
operation,  the  abuses  connected  with  the  sup- 
ply of  goods  to  Government  offices  by  contract 
merchants  and  agents,  were  notorious.  In 
consequence  of  the  promulgation  of  this  law, 
however,  such  things  are,  at  present,  ostensibly 
no  longer  possible;  still  the  Jiji  Shimpo 
regretfully  observes  that  dishonest  practices 
of   the    same    nature    even     now  disgrace 


these  transactions,  only  in  a  new  garb.  Our 
contemporary  enumerates  several  devices  em- 
ployed   by    unscrupulous   officials   and  con- 
tractors who  are  in  secret  league  with  them, 
the  most  striking  of  which  are  connected  with 
the  supply  of  articles  sold  in  quantity  and  on 
the  strength  of  samples  previously  exhibited. 
One  who  is  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  of- 
ficials through  whom  the  orders  come,  is  per 
mitted  to  send  in  goods  of  a  quality  much 
inferior  to  the  samples  first  shown  ;  but  all 
other  merchants  are  excluded  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  privilege.    In  the  case  of  goods 
sold  in  bulk,  such  as  coal,  this  abuse  is  of 
very  frequent  occurrence;  for   although  the 
bidding   for   the  order  is  public,   it    is  al- 
most a  foregone  conclusion  whose  tender  will 
be  accepted.    Then  there  is  another  glaring 
evil  wherein  the  contractors  alone  aie  implicat- 
ed.   This  is  the  secret  leaguing  beforehand  of 
those  intending  to  make  bids.      A  thousand 
casks  of   cement  are,  let  us  suppose,  to  be 
bought  by  public  tender ;  prior  to  making  their 
bids,  the  merchants  meet  in  secret  conclave  in 
the  course  of  which  each  one  shows  the  rest  at 
what  figure  he  is  prepared  to  supply  the  cement. 
The  result  may  be  that  one  asks  2.50  yen  per 
cask,  another  2.60  yen,  and  a  third  2.70  yen. 
When  the  actual  tendersare  handed  in,  one  of  the 
confederates  writes  the  highest  of  these  three 
figures  in  his  bid,  while  the  other  two  give  still 
more  exorbitant  rates.    It  follows,  of  course, 
that  the  2.70  yen  bid  is  accepted.    When  the 
cement  isdelivered  and  paid  for,  the  confederates 
divide  up  the  profit  in  accordance  with  the  ratio 
agreed  upon  at  their  first  meeting.    This  com- 
plicated and  frandulent  scheme  is  practical  only 
when  all  the  bidders  have  come  to  a  mutual 
understanding,  hence  the  thievish  leaguers  are 
highly  incensed  whenever  a  foreigner  or  Japan- 
ese new  to  the  business  appears  as  a  competitor. 


JAPANESE    WAR- VESSELS  ORDERED    IN  ENGLAND. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Hochi  Shimbun 
a  paper  once  of  so  high  standing,  should  stoop 


other  day  a  farmer  came  into  the  metropolis  lead- 
ing an  emaciated  bull  drawing  a  very  heavy  load 
and  evidently  suffering.  The  bull  gave  constant 
signs  of  uneasiness  and,  upon  reaching  one  of 
the  larger  thoroughfares  and  meeting  with  an- 
other of  its  own  kind,  gave  a  loud  bellow,  broke 
loose  from  the  yoke  and  nose-ring  and  attempted 
to  run  madly  down  the  street.  The  farmer  gave 
chase  and  had  almost  caught  up  with  it  when 
the  infuriated  animal  abruptly  turned  and  gored 
him  with  its  horns.  The  animal  was  thereafter 
promptly  seized,  and  the  farmer  removed  to  an 
adjacent  hospital,  but  his  wounds  proved  fatal 
in  less  than  an  hour. 


A   NEW  FUEL. 

We  read  in  the  vernacular  press  that  Mr. 
Hirooka  Itsuindo,  formerly  an  official  of  the 
Dendrological  Bureau  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  has  succeeded  in 
obtaining  from  coal  a  species  of  fuel  that  will 
serve  the  purposes  of  and  act  as  a  substitute  for 
charcoal.  He  is  said  to  have  spent  many  years 
over  the  invention  and  it  is  claimed  that  the 
new  fuel  possesses  the  essential  qualities  of 
charcoal,  being  free  from  smoke,  smuts  and 
smell.  Moreover,  it  burns  longer  than  charcoal 
and  is  far  cheaper,  being  saleable  at  the  rate  of 
35  kwamme  (about  290  lbs.)  per  yen.  The 
inventor  has  obtained  a  patent  for  15  years  and 
is  projecting  the  formation  of  a  company  with 
a  quarter  of  a  million  yen  capital. 


to  ape  the  Nippon  in  circulating  baseless  stories 
concerning  the  ordering  of  Japanese  war-vessels 
in  England.  We  are  told,  once  again,  that 
No.  1,  Settlement,  has  special  and  peculiar  re 
lations  with  Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Company 
in  virtue  of  which  the  former  firm  enjoys  a 
concession  of  ten  per  cent,  on  every  ship  ordered 
of  that  Company  from  Japan,  and  that,  too, 
whether  the  order  is  given  through  the  medium 
of  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  and  Co.  or  sent 
directly  to  England.  And  so,  grumbles  the 
Hochi,  Japan  has  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  dearer 
when  the  great  ship-building  company's  ser 
vices  are  required.  Our  contemporary  makes 
matters  worse  by  professing  ignorance  as  to 
whether  the  whole  commission  finds  its  way 
into  the  pocket  of  the  Yokohama  agency,  in- 
sinuating a  doubt  as  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Clan  Government,"  which,  though  fully  aware 
of  the  relations  existing  between  the  British 
manufacturing  Company  and  No.  i,  deliber 
ately  chooses  to  order  war-vessels  of  that  firm 
at  an  advance  in  price.  The  cost  of  the 
two  ships  lately  ordered  in  England,  is  more 
than  15,420,000  yen,  ten  per  cent,  of  which  is 
542,000  yen,  "  this  muchjieing  a  clear  loss  to 
the  country."  Finally,  the  Hochi  prophesies  that 
the  Diet  will  not  leave  this  matter  unregarded 
It  is,  we  can  only  repeat,  a  great  pity  that  our 
contemporary  should  lend  itself  to  the  dis 
semination  of  so  baseless  and  libellous  a  tale. 


KILLED  BY  A   MAD  BULL. 

The  domestic  animals  of  the  Japanese  are,  if 
anything,  conspicuous  for  the  mildness  and 
urbanity  of  their  demeanour,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  the  supine  native  dog  which  has  a 
mania  for  obtrusive  barking.  But  as  for  the 
horses  and  oxen  they  seem  one  and  all  re- 
conciled to  a  life  of  hard  work  and  many  blows, 
some  of  the  animated,  raw-hided  skeletons  that 
pull  the  stage-coaches  of  Tokyo  clinging  to  an 
oat-less  life  with  a  tenacity  as  surprising  as  it 
is  inexplicable.  The  late  lamented  Samuel 
Pickwick  would  find  ample  material  for  his 
note-book  among  the  coach-horses  and  draught- 
oxen  of  Japan.  But  hotoke  fid  kaomo  sando ;  even 
the  worm  will,  semi-occasionally,  turn.  The 


A  REFRACTORY  TURTLE. 

Asakusa  Park  is  always  a  lively  place  during 
the  spring  and  early  summer  months  ;  there  are 
crowds  of  pleasure-seekers  and  sight-seers  and 
the  raree-shows,  strolling  acrobats,  and  itinerant 
thespians  drive  a  roaring  trade.  This  was  view- 
ed with  envy  by  a  certain  Mizuno  Keizo,  who, 
having  a  few  dollars  to  spare,  thought  he  would 
invest  his  capital  in  the  purchase  of  some  rare 
and  noteworthy  object,  which  everyone  would 
be  glad  to  pay  one  or  two  sen  to  see.  So  he 
bought  one  of  the  huge  turtles  that  occasionally 
visit  the  Bonin  Islands,  paying  nearly  one 
hundred  yen  for  an  unusually  fine  specimen.  A 
spacious  booth  was  erected  in  the  Park  and  the 
opening  day  was  fixed  for  the  10th  inst.  On  the 
evening  of  the  9th,  Mizuno  took  his  sluggish  phe- 
nomenon to  the  side  of  the  small  but  deep  pond 
in  the  Park,  to  give  its  shelly  back  a  final  polish- 
ing. But,  somehow  or  other,  the  sight  of  the 
water  excited  the  turtle,  which  broke  its  bonds 
and  gave  a  lurch  into  the  water.  Desperate  at 
the  thought  of  losing  his  prize,  Mizuno  sprang 
after  it,  and  never  emerged  again,  but  whether 
caught  by  the  turtle  or  by  some  sunken  root,  is 
unknown.  The  turtle  is  still  hidden  somewhere 
in  the  pond. 


A  TRAGIC  FINALE. 

The  self-immolation  of  a  shizoku,  preceded  by 
the  deliberate  murder  of  his  only  child,  occur- 
red afew  daysago  inKoishikawa  District, Tokyo, 
the  subsequent  inquiries  of  the  police  eliciting  a 
most  tragic  story  of  destitution  and  despair. 
The   principal  figure  was  Totta  Tomokichi, 
thirty-one  years  of  age,  once  a  hatamoto,  or 
one  of  the  immediate  vassals  of  the  Shogun. 
Until  about  seven  years  ago,  Totta  managed  to 
earn  a  living  by  hiring  out  jinrikisha.    It  was 
at  that  time  that  he  took  to  wife  a  daughter  of 
Ando  Dembei,  of  the  same  District.    A  son 
was  born  to  them  in  the  course  of  the  next 
year.    The  birth  of  this  child  did  not,  un- 
fortunately, add  to  the  happiness  of  the  young 
couple,  for  things  began  to  go  from  bad  to  worse 
with  Totta,  until  at  last  his  wife,  who  is  evidently 
woman  of  abandoned  character  and  utterly 
without  parental  or  conjugal  affection,  desert- 
ed her  child  and  husband,  and  returned  to  her 
father's  house.    This  occurred  in  the  fall  of  last 
year.    Totta  was  thereafter  compelled  to  assume 
the  degrading  position  of  a  jinriiisha-puUer, &nd 
in  this  way  earned  barely  enough  to  keep  himself 
and  his  child  from  starving.    Yet  even  this  last 
source  of  income  was  soon  to  fail,  for  some  weeks 
ago  he  was  seized  with  kakke  or  beri-beri,  so  that 
he   was  no  longer   able  to  run.     For  miitiv 
days  did  he  shed  bitter  tears  over  Ins  own  miser- 
able plight  and  the  pitiful  <  -omiition  of  his  innocent 
boy.    At  last  he  maile  up  his  mind  that  there 
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was  only  one  way  to  keep  from  starving,  and  that 
was  to  die  at  once  with  his  little  son.  On  the 
20th  alt.  he  left  his  miserable  dwelling,  pay- 
ing some  few  debts  he  had  by  selling  what  was 
IfU  him  in  the  way  of  household  furniture  and 
domestic  utensils.  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  following  day,  a  pupil  of  the 
Buddhist  school  attached  to  the  Gokoku-in 
Temple,  found,  while  walking  in  the  garden,  the 
corpse  of  a  little  boy,  with  a  deep  wound  in 
his  throat.  A  few  steps  farther  on  lay  what 
appeared  to  be  the  father  of  the  lad,  the  dead 
man's  throat  also  being  completely  severed. 
The  police  were  at  once  summoned,  and  the 
corpses  ascertained  to  be  those  of  Totta  and 
his  son.  Under  the  body  of  the  former  was  a 
document  in  which  the  murderer  and  suicide 
had  written  a  detailed  account  of  the  reasons 
for  his  act,  reference  being  made  to  the  inhuman 
heartlessness  of  his  wife.  Being,  in  spite  of  her 
desertion,  the  legal  wife  of  the  dead  man,  she 
was  at  once  summoned  to  the  Police  Office  and 
there  commanded,  with  severe  and  deserved 
reproaches  for  ber  unfeeling  conduct,  to  take 
charge  of  the  remains  and  see  that  they  were  pro 
perly  interred. 

BOKU  YBIKO. 

We  do  not  understand  why  there  should  be  any 
difficulty  about  granting  Boku  Yeiko's  petition 
to  be  released  from  prison  on  bail,  unless,  in- 
deed, the  possibility  of  his  flight  to  Korea  and 
the  fear  of  political  complications  may  influence 
the  Authorities.    The  Korean  refugee  has  ad- 
dressed to  the   Government   a  very  prettily 
worded  appeal,  the  key-note  of  which  is  that 
his  continued  detention  in  prison  prevents  him 
from  repaying  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  his 
Japanese  friends  and  patrons.    We  do  not  see 
how  he  would  set  about  paying  it,  even  if  he 
were  at  large,  but  the  petition  is  not  intended  to 
be  considered  from  a  practical  point  of  view  :  it 
is  from  first  to  last  addressed  to  sentiment  and 
emotion.    Appended  to  it  are  several  good 
names — Shiba  Shiro,  Kono  Hironaka,  Inouye 
Kakugoro,  Sassa  Tomafusa,  Inugai  Ki,  Hato- 
yama  Kazuo,  and  Numada  Ugenda.  These 
gentlemen,  as  we  understand,  offer  themselves 
as  Boku's  securities,  and  of  course  their  names 
are  ample  guarantee.  But  why  is  the  petition  ad- 
dressed to  the  Government  ?    There  is  a  regu- 
lar routine,  prescribed  by  the  Code  of  Criminal 
Procedure,  for  prisoners  desiring  release  on  bail. 
Naturally  they  address  themselves  to  the  Court  of 
Law  before  which  they  are  arraigned,  not  to  the 
executive  which  has  no  title  to  interfere.  A 
plea  of  ill  health  is  advanced  on  Boku's  behalf, 
but  inasmuch  as  the  jail  physicians  are  quite 
competent  to  determine  the  propriety  of  keeping 
him  in  detention,  such  a  plea  deserves  no  spe- 
cial attention.    The  only  curious  thing  is  that 
Bokq's  case  has  not  been  already  disposed  of. 
The  offence  charged  against  him  was  not  of 
such  a  serious  or  complicated  character  as  to 
demand  very  protracted  investigation.  Perhaps 
for  his  own  sake  he  is  safest  in  prison  at  the 
present  juncture,  but  that  is  another  question. 


by  erroneous  news,  then  the  only  plan  is  to 
forbid  the  publication  of  any  news  at  all  except 
such  as  is  duly  authorized.  It  is  not  as  though 
the  public  were  cut  off  from  all  intelligence. 
We  have  had  practical  demonstration  that  noth- 
ing of  that  kind  is  contemplated,  and  that  offi- 
cially authenticated  news  will  be  published  in 
due  time.  There  is  only  question  of  a  little 
patience,  and  for  our  own  part  we  think  it  better 
and  more  satisfactory  to  learn  the  truth  at  the 
second  hour  than  to  be  deceived  by  falsehoods 
at  the  first. 


RKLIGIOUS   PUBLICATIONS  IN  THE  VERNACULAR. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Publications  in 
the  Vernacular,  appointed  by  the  Union  Con- 
ference of  Baptist  Missionaries  in  Japan,  has 
issued  a  little  volume  giving  titles,  names  of 
authors,  subject  and  other  particulars  of  all  the 
religious  works  that  appeared  in  the  Japanese 
language— Buddhist    compilations   omitted — 
during  1893.    It  is  an  imposing  list,  conveying 
a  good  idea  of  the  activity  that  now  prevails 
among  religious  bodies  in  this  country.  From  it 
we  learn  that  there  are  no  less  than  47  newspapers 
and  periodicals  issued  in  Japan  in  the  cause  of 
Christian  propagandism.    Further  there  were 
published  during  the  year  1893  no  less  than 
161   books  or  pamphlets,  varying  in  length 
from  i,i  18  to  3  pages,  all  connected  directly 
or  indirectly  with  religion.   Fifty-seven  of  these 
works  were  either  written  or  translated  by  fo- 
reigners in  Japan.    With  such  figures  before 
us  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  activity 
and  zeal  of  the  missionary  community  in  Japan 
The  interest  of  this  list  would  have  been  en 
hanced  had  it  included  Buddhist  publications 
also,  for  we  should  then  have  been  in  a  position 
to  compare  the  efforts  made  by  Christianity  and 
the  creed  it  seeks  to  displace. 


THE  VERNACULAR  PRESS  AND  ITS  TROUBLES. 

We  have  already  stated  that  five  newspapers, 
the  Nichi  Nichi,  the  Hochi,  the  Kokumin,  the 
Chu-o,  and  the  Sko  Nippon  were  suspended 
and  proceeded  against  in  the  Law  Courts  for 
violating  the  interdict  imposed  upon  published 
news  relating  to  the  movements  of  troops  or 
other  military  doings  at  this  juncture.  The 
list  has  now  to  be  supplemented  by  five  others, 
the  Jiji,  the  Niroku,  the  Jiyu,  the  Meza- 
mashi,  and  the  Shogyo.  The  period  of  sus- 
pension in  the  case  of  journals  thus  offend- 
ing seems  to  be  one  day.  These  doings  on 
the  part  of  the  Authorities  have  of  course 
provoked  the  criticism  of  the  advocates  of 
liberty,  or  rather  license,  of  the  press,  who 
think  that  civilization  is  outraged  because  jour- 
nals are  not  suffered  to  cater  to  the  public's  mor- 
bid craving  for  news.  The  fact  is  that  if  news- 
papers exercised  the  precaution  of  assuring 
themselves  about  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
intelligence  they  admit  to  their  columns,  there 
need  be  no  general  embargo  placed  upon  their 
doings.  But  if  the  country  cannot  afford  to 
have  the  public,  at  home  and  abroad,  misled 


INAUGURATION   OF  THE  TOKYO  COMMERCIAL 
STAPLES  EXCHANGE. 

A  happy  termination  to  the  rivalry  of  two  re- 
presentative  commercial   cliques   which  had 
long  been  on  anything  but  friendly  terms,  has 
led  to  the  coalition  of  the  two  parties  and  the 
establishment  of  the  Tokyo  Commercial  Staples 
Exchange.     The   reconciliation  was  brought 
about  by  the  advice  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Agriculture  and  Commerce.    The  inauguration 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Oyu-kwan,  Asakusa 
District,  on  the  5th  instant,  more  than  226 
shareholders  being  present.     Mr.  Watanbe  Ji- 
yemon  occupied  the  chair  and  a  deliberation 
followed  on  the  draft  of  the  bye-laws.  Several 
amendments  were  proposed  and  approved;  it 
would,  however,  be  of  no  interest  to  go  into 
particulars.     The  salary  of  the  chief  and  othei 
managers  was  fixed  at  8,000  yen  per  annum  ; 
auditors  to  receive  900  yen  each.     The  Ex- 
change  is  divided  into  eleven  sections,  re- 
presenting metals,  cotton,  manures,  table-salt, 
oils,  cotton  cloths,  cotton  yarns,  grain  exclusive 
of  rice,  and  two  other  staples.    A  manager  was 
elected  for  each  section,  the  chief  manager  to 
be  chosen  afterwards  from  among  the  heads  of 
the  eleven  sections.     It  is  believed  that  Mr. 
Kimbayashi,  formerly  a  secretary  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Office  and  afterwards  Governor  of  Gumma 
Prefecture,  will  be  elected  to  this  important 
post.     The  capital  of  the  Exchange  is  430  000 
y^.Deing  the  sum  of  the  capitals  upon  which 
the  erstwhile  rival  parties  had  settled  for  their  re- 
spective schemes.     It  is  not  yet  certain  where 
the  Head  Office  will  be  established,  yet  it  is 
probable  that  the  Shunpu-kwan   (a  house  of 
entertainment  in  Kakigara-cho,  until  recently 
the  temporary  domicile  of  D'Arc's  marionettes) 
will  be  chosen  for  this  purpose. 

MR.  HOSHI  TORU   AND  THE   KOREAN  AFFAIR. 

An  unnamed  somebody  has  interviewed  Mr. 
Hoshi  Toru  with  reference  to  the  Korean  affair. 
Mr.  Hoshi  is  regarded  at  present  as  the 
«  Leader  of  the  Moderates,"  but  he  declares— 
through  the  medium  of  this  interviewer,  who 
figures  in  the  columns  of  the  Kokkai—hxt  a 
war  with  a  foreign  country  would  be  more  de- 
lightful to  him  than  his  daily  meals.  If 
such  an  avowal  comes  from  the  representative 
of  moderate  Japan,  what  must  we  expect  from 
Jingoism  ?   Mr.  Hoshi,  however,  does  not  con- 


sider that  the  present  occasion  is  well  adapted 
for  providing  such  an  agreeable  substitute  fat 
daily  meals,  neither  does  he  think  that  Japan  is 
ready  for  the  fray.  Indeed,  he  is  represented 
as  even  censuring  Count  Itagaka's  old-fashioned 
eagerness  to  have  a  tilt  at  Korea.  Count  Ita- 
Kaki's  proximate  reason  for  leaving  the  Cabinet 
in  1873  was  his  peculiarly  stalwart  views  about 
the  policy  that  Japan  should  pursue  towards 
Korea,  and  apparently  he  entertains  the  same 
opinions  still.  Of  course,  to  speak  of  Korea  in 
this  sense  is  merely  to  use  a  diplomatic  sub- 
stitute for  China.  Every  Japanese  knows  that 
his  country  can  take  no  decisive  step  in  the 
peninsula  kingdom  without  finding  herself  face 
to  face  with  China,  and  every  Japanese  knows 
that  to  cross  swords  with  Korea  alone  would  be 
a  humiliating  operation  for  Japan. 

» 

*  * 

Count  Katsu  Awa  also  has  been  interviewed 
and  his  declaration  of  opinion  is  produced 
verbatim  by  the  Nippon.  He  pooh-poohs  the 
whole  business;  laughs  at  the  idea  of  Russia 
having  sent  troops  to  the  peninsula;  says  that  if 
Japan  enters  the  arena,  she  must  be  prepared 
to  fight  China  at  least ;  and  avers  that  not  Russia 
but  England  and  France  are  the  Powers  to  be 
feared.  At  the  first  semblance  of  war,  he  says. 
England  would  acquire  a  foot-hold  in  these 
regions,  and  where  the  English  foot  is  set  down, 
the  English  body  is  apt  to  follow. 

SUDDEN  MANIA. 

In  Higashi  Tama-^a«,  one  of  the  metropolitan 
suburbs,  an  exciting  scene  occurred  a  few 
nights  ago.  Loud  screams  for  assistance  were 
heard  in  the  dwelling  of  a  certain  Hamano,  a 
small  farmer,  and  when  the  neighbours  forced 
their  way  into  the  house  they  found  the  man 
trying  to  set  his  wife  on  fire,  after  having 
drenched  her  head  with  kerosene.  The  man 
was  with  difficulty  prevented  from  carrying  out 
his  fiendish  design.  Subsequent  investigation 
proved  that  he  had  been  seized  with  sudden 
mania,  the  consequence,  it  is  believed,  of  a  pro- 
longed drinking-bout.  He  has  since  been 
removed  to  a  lunatic  asylum. 

MEETING  OF  THE  TOKYO  GLYPTIC  ART  SOCIETY. 

The  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Glyptic  Art  Society 
of  Tokyo  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th 
ult.  in  the  Exhibition  Building  of  the  Japan  Fine 
Arts  Association,  at  Uyeno.  The  various  articles 
produced  by  the  Kenkyo-kwai  were  exhibited, 
most  of  these  being  new.    The  sculptures  and 
castings  in  metal  were  of  unusual  excellence. 
Mr.  Mayeda  Kenjiro,  one  of  the  managers  of 
the  Society,  read  a  report  relating  to  the  com- 
petitive exhibition  to  be  held  in  September  of 
this  year,  and  gave  moreover  a  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Society  during  the  last 
year.    He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Miyaji  Iwao, 
who  subject  was  the  glyptic  art  of  Japan.  After 
remarking  that  the  art  of  carving  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  civilization,  he  gave  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  printer's  art  in  Europe,  comparing  the 
date  of  its  origin  in  the  West  with  the  time  in 
which  it  began  in  China  and  Japan,  where 
impressions  were  first  struck  from  carved  wooden 
blocks.    In  this  latter  respect  he  made  the  note- 
worthy statement  that  Japan  antedated  China  by 
more  than  a  century,  basing  his  conclusion  on 
certain  printed  Buddhist  texts  which  an  early  Em- 
peror— whose  name  is  not  given  in  the  paper 
from  which  we  take  these  details — presented  to  a 
temple  on  sheets  that  are  still  preserved.  Egypt 
is  regarded  in  Europe  as  the  country  in  which 
the  canons  of  sculpture  were  originally  formu- 
lated ;  but  Mr.  Miyaji  protested  against  this 
view,  asserting  that  in  remote  parts  of  Kochi, 
in  Yamato,  and  even  in  such  out-of-the-way 
places  as   Nokogiri-yama   in    Awa,  gigantic 
images  "  several  hundred  (sic)  feet  in  height; 
were  found  carved  out  of  the  solid  rock.  Upon 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Miyaji's  address,  prizes 
were  awarded  to  artists  who  had  exhibited  art- 
icles of  unusual  merit." 


THE  TOGAKU-TO  LEADERS. 

The  Soul  correspondent  of  the  Sho  Nippon 
must  either  be  a  man  of  very  lively  imagination, 
or  else  the  three  leaders  of  the  Togaku-io 
hordes  are  veritable  human  phenomena.  The 
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chief  general,  we  learn,  is  a  man  of  eighty-nine 
summers,  lusty  and  robust  and  an  expert  bow- 
man. He  is  personally  averse  to  carnage,  yet 
never  twangs  his  bow  without  rendering  further 
medical  assistance  unnecessary.  The  second 
general  i3  a  boy  of  fourteen,  of  whose  prowess 
in  the  field  far  too  marvellous  tales  are  told.  He 
is  said  to  be  a  precocious  tactician,  his  disposi- 
tion and  counsels  invariably  leading  to  success. 
His  men  are  devoted  to  him  and  obey  his  every 
word.  The  third  brave  is  of  doubtful  ante- 
cedents, popular  report  making  him  a  Japanese 
renegade.  He  is  exceptionally  bloodthirsty 
and  a  skilled  swordsman;  despising  both  gun 
and  arrow — and  small  blame  to  him  if  the 
former  be  a  rusty  matchlock— he  trusts  solely 
in  a  trenchant  blade,  with  which  he  inflicts 
fearful  and  incurable  wounds.  For  his  ferocious 
characteristics  he  has  earned  the  doubtful 
sobriquet  of  oni-gami,  the  "  Demon  Deity." 

SUICIDE  OF  A  BUDDHIST  PRIEST. 

Hanging  to  a  tree  in  the  Yenmado  on  Hiei- 
yama,  Kyoto,  was  found,  a  week  or  so  ago,  the 
body  of  a  priest  belonging  to  the  Shinshu  sect, 
at  once  the  most  powerful  and  numerically 
strongest  sect  in  Japan.  A  letter  was  discover- 
ed in  his  sleeve,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
suicide  had  been  indirectly  led  to  his  rash  act 
by  the  despotic  behaviour  of  his  superiors  in 
Honzan,  while  the  immediate  cause  was  his 
great  poverty.  He  had  suffered  from  hunger 
so  long  that  life  had  became  unbearable ;  his 
few  creditors  were  implacable  ;  so  there  remain- 
ed nothing  for  him  to  do  but  quit  a  world  in 
which  he  had  learned  nothing  but  sorrow, 
despite  his  endeavour  to  tread  in  the  path  mark- 
ed out  by  Buddha.  This  document  was  signed 
Dohinkutsu  Shttjin,  "The  poorest  man  in 
Japan."  The  Shinshu  sectarians  claim  that  the 
man  was  insane  and  had  been  so  for  some  time. 
But  the  last  will  and  testament  reads  marvelous 
ly  like  sound  common  sense. 


THE  YOSHIWARA. 

Licensed  prostitution  has  a  great  deal  to  answer 
for  in  Japan,  no  matter  how  specious  the  ex- 
cuses offered  for  the  system  are.  Nearly  eighty 
per  cent,  of  the  murders  committed  either  ori- 
ginate in  or  out  of  these  quarters,  while  a  still 
larger  percentage  of  the  suicides  is  directly  at- 
tributable to  their  influence,  not  to  speak  of  other 
evils.  The  perusal  of  simply  one  day's  edition  of 
a  portion  of  the  metropolitan  press,  gave  the 
following  items,  all  due  to  Yoshiwara  influence  : 
suicide  of  a  wife,  in  Tokyo,  on  account  of  her 
husband's  attachment  to  a  prostitute  in  Shinjuku  ; 
suicide  of  an  elderly  man  in  Kanda  District,  in 
consequence  of  nervous  prostration  following 
heavy  drinking  and  excessive  venery  ;  arrest  of  a 
thief  in  Niigata,  who  had  stolen  300  yen  worth 
of  watches  and  jewelry  in  order  to  pay  for  his  de- 
bauches in  the  local  Yoshiwara;  disappearance 
of  an  embezzling  clerk  in  Osaka  who  had  taken 
a  large  sum  in  order  to  keep  a  favourite  pros- 
titute in  good  humour  ;  and  murder  with 
violence  in  a  provincial  Yoshiwara,  a  jealous 
paramour  being*  the  criminal.  This  is  a  black 
list  and  one  not  calculated  to  strengthen  the 
arguments  of  the  advocates  of  licensed  pro- 
stitution.  

THE  "  MIIKE-MARU"-"  MONMOUTHSHIRE  " 
COLLISION. 

In  H.B.M.  Supreme  Court  at  Shanghai  on  the 
6lh  inst,  Mr.  Justice  Hannen,  sitting  in  Admi- 
ralty,   with    Lieut. -Commander    Ravenhill  of 
II. M.S.  Esk  and   Captain   Worcester  of  the 
P.  &  O.  steamer  Sutlej,  nautical  assessors,  de- 
livered judgment  in  the  Miike  Maru-Mon- 
mouthshire  collision  case.    After  reciting  the 
circumstances  of  the  collision  as  detailed  by 
the  evidence  placed  before  the  Court  and  ex- 
plaining the  reasons  for  their  finding,  the  Court 
concluded  :— "  We  therefore  agree  in  this.  That 
the  Monmouthshire  was  to  blame  for  not  com- 
plying with  Article  8,  as  enforced  by  Article  2 
(in  regard  to  the  lights  exhibited).    We  do  not 
think  that  there  was  any  excuse  for  this  non- 
compliance.    On  the  other  hand,  we  think 
that  those  in  charge  of  the  Miike  Maru  were  to 
blame  for  proceeding  at  too  great  speed,  and  for 
going  too  close  to  the  Monmouthshire.    I  there- 


fore condemn  the  Monmouthshire,  and  the 
Miike  Maru  also.  There  will  therefore  be  the 
usual  decree  in  this  case.  The  registrar  and 
merchants  will  find  out  the  damages  ;  will  add 
them  together,  and  they  will  be  divided.  Costs 
will  be  in  the  same  way."   

ANSWERS  TO  INVITATIONS. 

The  literati  of  Tokyo  sometimes  indulge  in 
the  sports  of  the  less  accomplished  herd.  But 
their  manner  of  descending  from  the  heights  of 
Parnassus  is  in  itself  a  record.  Here,  for  ex- 
ample, is  a  reply  sent  by  one  of  them  to  an  in- 
vitation to  luncheon  and  lawn  tennis  : — 

Si  adveisus  te,  sicut  ingenlem  hostem, 

Aeterna  auctoritas  essel  gentis  me„, 

Me,  qui  Batavus,  in  praelio  ordinate) 

Italicum  occiie,  juvare  liceret. 

Sed  noii  ad  tol  certamen 

In  lingua  tibi  est  nos  duceie, 

Nec  gladio  fulgenle 

Dolores  exhautire. 

"  Triclinio  cedant  curae  " 

Est  primus  sermo  ;  alter  : 

"  Ut  virtus  sit  prseclaris 

Nam  palma  meiuenda." 

Dum  res  sic  sese  liabent, 

Gratissimum  irtilri  est 

Ad  piandium  ciastinum 

Accumbei  e  hastatus  ; 

Labotem  dextrae  manus 

In  poculis  liaui iendis, 

Et  ludis  nans  retinis 

Secundum  arlem  sequi. 

Divina  incantalio 

Quam  Veneri  tulisli 

Nos  omnes  Mai  tes  facit ; 

Pagetum  inter  alios,  sed 

Alea  incerta,  an  palmam  fene  potest. 

A  RIGHT  EXCELLENT  EXAMPLE. 

A  well-known  resident  of  Tokyo,  Mr.  R.  Leh- 
mann,  a  prominent  member  of  the  German 
Asiatic  Society  and  the  German  Bowling  Club, 
rounded  out,  last  week,  his  twenty-fifth  year  of 
residence  in  Japan.  On  Saturday  evening,  June 
gib,  almost  the  entire  German  community  as- 
sembled in  the  rooms  of  the  above  societies,  in 
Kanda,  to  celebrate  the  unusual  silver  jubilee. 
Of  formal  exercises  there  was  almost  an  entire 
absence,  if  we  except  two  very  much  interrupted 
speeches.  The  hearty  good-will  of  those  pre- 
sent was  more  appropriately  shown  by  the 
thorough  jollity  which  reigned  throughout  a 
long  evening  devoted  to  bowling  for  prizes,  to 
the  singing  of  songs  written  for  the  occasion, 
and  to  the  enjoyment  of  refreshments  bounti- 
fully furnished.  It  is  no  common  achievement 
for  a  foreigner  to  have  lived  twenty-five  years  of 
life  in  an  Eastern  community  without  loss  of 
energy  and  with  all  the  old  friendships  retained  ; 
but  in  this  case  it  has  been  happily  accomplish- 
ed. Very  many  can  re-echo  the  lines  of  a  too- 
modestly  anonymous  poet  of  the  evening  :— 

Fiinf  Lustra  lebt  Lehmann  im  Lande  Japan, 
Erwies  sich  als  braver  und  brauchbarer  Mann, 
Was  that  er  nicht  Alles  fur  unsere  Bahn, 
Drum  Lehmann  im  Chore :  laudamus  > 


procuring  for  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  great  song- 
stress. Since  the  commencement  of  the  Meiji 
era,  indeed,  we  may  add,  since  the  beginnings 
of  Japanese  history,  no  foreign  vocalist  of  com- 
parable eminence  has  visited  these  shores,  and 
no  other  is  likely  to  visit  them  for  many  years. 
Madame  Minnie  Hauk  has  come  to  Japan  for 
Japan's  sake,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  little  fo- 
reign community  in  Japan.  We  understand 
that  she  has  conveyed  to  the  Imperial  House- 
hold Department  an  intimation  that  she  holds 
herself  at  their  Majesties'  disposition,  and  as 
the  Emperor  and  Empress  have  heard  a  flautist 
and  a  violinist  of  European  reputation,  their 
Majesties  should  not  lose  the  opportunity  of 
hea/inga  vocalist  of  still  wider  fame. 

AN  UNHAPPY  FATHER. 

A  former  well-to-do  merchant  of  Nihonbashi 
District,  Tokyo,  is  cursed,  says  the  Sho  Nippon, 
with  three  most  hopeless  sons.  Most  people 
consider  a  numerous  male  progeny  one  of  the 
greatest  of  temporal  blessings,  but  this  poor  man 
has  little  reason  for  gratitude.  The  eldest  son 
is  a  most  dishonest  man,  having  been  already 
twice  in  gaol  for  theft,  the  second  boy  is  in  the 
employ  of  an  usurer,  and  has  earned  the  re- 
putation of  being  even  more  merciless  than  his 
master ;  while  the  youngest  son  is  an  accompli- 
shed pick-pocket,  for  whom  the  police  are  now 
actively  seeking.  The  old  merchant  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  pitied,  but  our  contemporary  can 
rest  assured  that  similar  cases  are  unfortunately 
of  not  infrequent  occurrence  even  in  the 
"  civilised  "  West. 


MADAME  MINNIE  HAUK. 

There  is  not  the  least  chance,  we  fear,  of  the 
Tokyo  public's  having  an  opportunity  to  hear 
Madame  Minnie  Hauk.  The  great  prima-donna 
has  come  here  to  enjoy  herself,  and  intends  to 
make  the  most  of  her  sojourn  in  Japan,  which 
will  probably  extend  over  a  month.  To  sing  at 
concerts,  when  the  singing  is  of  such  an  order 
as  Madame  Minnie  Hauk's,  demands  a  certain 
amount  of  physical  preparation  not  compatible 
with  complete  abandonment  to  the  pleasures  of 
sight-seeing.  The  celebrated  songstress  was 
entertained  at  dinner  on  Saturday  evening  by 
His  Excellency  the  German  Minister,  and  some 
of  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present 
indulged  the  hope  that  she  might  be  induced 
to  make  one  departure  from  the  rigid  rule  of 
great  vocalists,  never  to  sing  after  dinner.  But 
the  prima-donna,  despite  her  proverbial  good 
nature  in  such  matters,  wisely  refused  to  be 
tempted.  She  preferred  to  play  the  part  of  an 
enthusiastic  listener,  and  to  lead  her  fellow- 
convives'  applause  of  Herr  von  Koeber's  admir- 
able playing  on  the  pianoforte,  Professor  Dittrich's 
delightful  violin,  and  Mr.  Braccialini's  fine  tenor. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Imperial  Household 
Department  will  not  miss  this  opportunity  of 


THE  NEW  SYSTEM   OF  RINGING  FIRE  BELLS. 

A  new  system  of  ringing  fire  bells  has  re- 
cently been  adopted  in  Tokyo,  which  is  much 
simpler  than  that  hitherto  in  vogue.  It  is,  we 
hear,  to  be  adopted  throughout  the  Empire. 
The  system  is  as  follows  :— three  slow  peals 
signify  a  fire  somewhere,  the  watchman  at  the 
same  time  to  cry  out  whether  the  fire  is  very  far 
or  near  ;  three  rapid  peals  mean  a  fire  within  a 
radius  of  three  cho  from  the  watch-tower;  four 
peals  denote  the  outbreak  of  a  fire  near  or  within 
the  precincts  of  the  Imperial  Palace  ;  five  peals 
are  the  equivalent  of  the  "  Bride  of  Enderby  "  in 
Jean  Ingelow's  poem,  or  the  former  English  cus- 
tom of  "  ringing  backwards,"  and  thus  sound  a 
general  alarm,  added  to  which,  in  exceptional 
cases,  cannon  will  be  fired  off  at  intervals  of  a 
few  minutes.  Altogether  the  new  system  is 
commendable  for  its  simplicity  and  directness. 

A  CHARITABLE  WINE  MERCHANT. 

A  novel  but  very  worthy  project  is  that  recently 
announced  by  Mr.  Hidaka  Zembei,  a  sake  and 
soy  merchant  residing  close  by  the  gate  of 
the  Zojoji  in  Shiba  Park,  Tokyo.  He  re- 
cently advertised  his  proposed  charity  in  the 
columns  of  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  giving 
clear  and  minute  details  of  the  plan  which,  on 
the  whole,  is  very  well  conceived.  It  is,  in  a 
word,  his  intention  to  devote  the  profit  accruing 
from  his  business  solely  to  charitable  purposes  : 
one-half  to  go  to  various  charitable  organizations 
in  Tokyo,  the  other  to  be  deposited  with  the 
100th  National  Bank  as  a  fund  to  be  used  only 
in  case  of  distress  following  some  great  con- 
flagration or  national  calamity.  For  this  purpose 
Mr  Hidaka  has  opened  a  special  branch-store 
in  Kyobashi  District,  which  he  styles  the 
"  Hidaka  Philanthropic  Sales-rooms."  There 
are  says  the  advertiser,  funds  of  a  more  or  less 
adequate  nature  for  the  rendering  to  pecuniary 
relief  within  certain  prescribed  limits  ;  but  none 
of  them  has  any  reference  to  calamities,  either 
human  or  natural,  though  these  require,  and 
perhaps  in  a  still  great  degree,  the  aid  of  the 
benevolent  public.  It  is  true  that  in  cases  of 
unusually  calamitous  magnitude  the  public 
following  the  gracious  example  of  the  Sovereign, 
are  never  slow  to  subscribe  liberally  toward  the 
relief  of  sufferers  ;  yet  it  not  infrequently  hap- 
pens that  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  falls  far 
short  of  the  extent  of  the  distress.  This  has  long 
since  convinced  Mr.  Hidaka  of  the  necessity  for 
creating  some  permanent  charitable  fund,  such 
as  exist  in  Europe  and  America,  and  it  is  partly 


Willi  this  object  in  view  lhat  his  "  Philanthropic 
bales-rooms"  have  been  opened.    The  adver- 
tiser gives  another  interesting  reason  for  his  pro- 
ject.   It  appears  that  his  father  came,  while  still 
quite  young,  from  Kii,  and  settled  in  Tokyo  and 
after  encountering  innumerable  hardsh.ps  finally 
opened  an  unpretentious  wine-store  close  by  the 
Zojoji  Temple-gate.    This  was  thirty-five  years 
ago.    By  diligence  and  economy  he  amassed  a 
competence,  and  a  few  years  since  retired  from 
business  in  favour  of  his  son.  Both  father  and  SOP 
ioi  a  long  time  have  been  revolving  a  number  of 
philanthropic  schemes,  finally  determining  upon 
the  plan  they  now  present  to  the  consideration 
of  the  public.    The  older  merchant  will  take 
sole  charge  of  the  "  Philanthropic  Sales-rooms  ' 
where  no  less  than  twelve  clerks  and  underlings 
are  to  be  employed.    In  order  that  there  shall 
be  no  doubt  as  to  what  becomes  of  the  profits, 
Mr.  Hidaka  proposes  to  advertise  each  month 
'A  fl01,r   PaPer»— '»>e  -Jiji  Shimpo,  Yorozu 
Lfioho,  Mtvako  Shimbun,  and   Nichi  Nichi 
■Shimbun— the  names  of  those  who  have  pa- 
tronised the  Sales-rooms,  the  amount  of  their 
purchases,  the  total  profit,   the  contributions 
made  to  charitable  organizations  and  the  sum 
deposited  in  the  Bank  as  a  permanent  fund 
I  he  store  is  at  No.  3,  Sanjik'ken-bori,  San- 
chome,  Kyobashi.    There  is  only  one  feature 
that  we  find  regrettable  in  this  very  laudable 
project :  the  fact  that  good  is  to  come  out  of 
evil  or  in  other  words,  that  the  poor  are  to  be 
comforted  by  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of 
an  intoxicant,  injurious  to  both  body  and  soul 


COTTON  YARNS. 

Now  that  the  export  duty  upon  cotton  yarns 
has  been  removed,  Japanese  manufacturers  are 
beginning  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  the  Chinese 
market,    where   they  hope  to   compete  suc- 
cessfully with  Bombay  yams.    According  to 
the  Ketzai  Zasshi,  Japan  has  a  great  advantage 
over  India,  being  able,  owing  to  the  superior 
cheapness  of  her  labour,  to  produce  for  4  =587 
yen  what  costs  in  India  6.5  yen.    The  Tokyo 
Chamber  of  Commerce  endorses  this  view.  A 
committee  appointed  by  it  early  in  the  year 
has  now  submitted  its  report  '0  the  President, 
lhe  document  says  that  an  annual  import  of 
230,000  bales  of  raw  cotton  may  be  expected 
and  speaks  with  hope  of  the  competition  be- 
tween Japanese  and  Indian  yarns  in  China. 
With  regard  to  the  latter  point,  however  there  is 
one  cloud  upon  the  horizon,  namely,  the  possible 
action  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
I  he  figures  given  by  the  Committee  do  not  how- 
ever, entirely  bear  out  this  apprehension.  Thev 
show  that  even  if  the  P.  &  O.  Company  reduce 
their  freight  to  i£  rupees  per  ton  for  yarns 
earned  from  Bombay  to  China,  a  bale  of  Indian 
yam,  No.  20  count,  will  still  cost  93.192  yen  in 
China,  whereas  the  price  of  the  Japanese  yarn 
will  be  only  88.618  yen.    The  Ind  ian  spinners 
however,  have  an  advantage  in  the  matter  of  pur- 
chasing raw  material,  and  moreover  the  mills 
being  underEnglish  management, improved  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture  may  at  any  moment  influ- 
ence thecompetition.  Altogether, theCommittee 
is  evidently  somewhat  uneasy  about  the  pro- 
spects of  the  fight.    As  to  the  freight  of  12 
rupees  per  ton  now  paid  to  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha,  the  Committee  thinks  that  under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances  the  Company's 
income  may  cover  its  disbursements,  but  as  the 
most  favourable  circumstances  can  seldom  be 
anticipated,  the  Committee  endorses  the  opinion 
already  so  often  expressed  in  other  quarters 
that  the  Government  ought  to  come  to  the  aid 
or  the  Company. 


might  still  have  to  run.    The  Kcncho  acted  as 
witnessandlKiiarantor  of  this  somewhat  one-sided 
arrangement.    Now,  it  appears,  the  lownlolk 
have  recently  decided  to  erect  a  common  school 
on  the  site  in  question,  where  the  church  is 
standing,  and  have  requested  the  missionary 
to  remove  the  edifice  and  relinquish  his  tide 
within  six  months.    To  this  the  missionary  has 
not  unnaturally  demurred,  and  an  altercation 
between  himself  and  the  headman  of  the  little 
town  has  ensued,  the  latter  demanding  evacua- 
tion of  (he  site,  while  the  former  claims  that  be 
should  be  allowed  to  retain  possession  until  the 
expiration  of  the   full  term    of  thirty  years. 
Failing  to  come  to  an  agreement,  the  headman 
applied  to  the  Niigata  Kencho,  requesting  that 
the  lessee  might  be  compelled  to  keep  to  the 
conditions  of  the  original  contract.  Instead, 
however,  of  taking  any  prompt  and  decisive 
measures,  the  Kencho  has  merely  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  missionary  to  choose  another 
site  for  his  church.    This  has  given  great  um- 
brage to  the  local  inhabitants,  for  they  regard 
the  action  of  the  Kencho  as  one  of  undue  parti- 
ality to  the  foreign  litigant,  whom  they  hold  to 
be  arrogant  and  wanting  in  politeness.    It  is 
not  improbable— premising  the  accuracy  of  the 
Y omiuri's  information,  which  we  doubt— that 
this  will  be  hailed  as  another  argument  in  favour 
of  the  Strict  Enforcement  of  the  existing  treaties. 


connection   with   this   affair.    The  dislocation 
of   the  coast-carrying  trade  has  been  a  very 
serious  matter.    It  has    produced    great  em- 
barrassment in    Hokkaido,    depreciating  the 
market  price  of  goods  for   export    and  ap- 
preciating the  cost  of  imported  commodities. 
We  read  in  the  vernacular  press  that  whereas 
the  freight  of  100  koku  of  fish  manure  fiom 
Hokkaido  to  Tokyo  used  to  be  about  60  yen,  it 
has  now  risen  (o  double  that  sum,  the  result 
being  that  large  quantities  have  accumulated 
awaiting  carriage,  and  that  the  price  at  lhe 
place  of  production  has  fallen  as  much  as  20, 
30,  or  even  70  yen  per  100  koku.    Fish  manure 
being  one  of  the  chief  products  of  Hokkaido, 
the  disastrous  local  consequences  of  this  stale  of 
affairs  may  well  be  conceived,  and  of  course  the 
inconvenience  entailed  upon  agriculturists  who 
depend  upon  a  supply  of  the  staple  from  Hok- 
kaido is  also  very  serious.    The  coal  and  rice 
markets  have  also  been  deranged,  the  former 
owing  to  want  of  transport ;  the  latter  partly  be- 
cause the  supply  of  rice  usually  received  from 
Korea— some  200,000  koku  annually— has  been 
suspended,  and  partly  because  of  a  sudden 
demand  for  export  on  account  of  the  troops 
sent  to  the  peninsula.    All  these  indirect  losses 
would  doubtless  aggregate  a  considerable  figure. 


COLLISION  AND  LOSS  OF  LIFE. 

A  collision  attended  with  fatal  results  occurred 
at  2.30  p.m.  on  the  12th  instant  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Miya-jima,  between  the  Shosen 
Kaishas  steamer  Bukogawa  Maru  and  a  sail- 
ing ship  belonging  to  Mr.  Hirosada  Tsurumatsu 
of  Itsukushima  in  the  Province  of  Aki  The 
latter  vessel  was  on  her  way  from  Ushina  har- 
bour to  Miya-jima,  carrying  63  passengers,  ap- 
parently excursionists.  She  sunk  almost  im 
mediately  after  the  collision. 


* 

*  * 


A  MISSIONARY  LAND-OWNER  IN  SAD0. 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  tells  a  strange  story 
concerning  a  certain  French  missionary  in  Sado. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  that  out-of-the-way 
island,  says  our  contemporary,  since  1875  in 
which  year  he  leased  certain  grounds  belong- 
ing to  the  township  of  Yebisu  and  erected  a 
church  ;  but  although  the  lease  was  made  to 
continue  for  thirty  years  it  was  with  the  proviso 
that  should  the  land  be  required  for  uses  of  a 
public  character,  it  should  be  at  once  given  up 
irrespective  of  how  many  years  the  original  lease 


Particulars  relating  to  the  collision  between 
the  Mukogawa  Maru,  of  the  Osaka  Steamship 
Company,  and  a  small  junk,  at  about  2am  on 
the  1 2th  instant,  not  far  from  Miyajima  Aki 
are  given  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo.    The  steamer 
was  on  her  way  to  Osaka,  having  started  from 
Iwakuni  on  the  morning  of  the  previous  day 
She  called   at  Miyajima,  and  taking  thence 
120  passengers,  weighed  anchor  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  for  Osaka.    At  a  spot 
about  a  mile  from  the  lighthouse  erected  at 
Miyajima,  she  came  into  collision  with  a  junk 
and  the  latter  sank  almost  immediately  The 
junk  had  no  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
steamer,  according  to  the  Jiji's  information. 
She  was  a  sort  of  ferry  boat  between  Miyajima 
and  the  mainland  close  by,  and  was  owned  by 
a  Mr.  Hirosada.    At  the  time  of  the  acci- 
dent, Mr.  Hirosada,  with  two  of  his  assistants 
were  conveying  63  passengers  to  Miyajima! 
His  carelessness  caused  the  catastrophe  for  he 
was  sailing  his  boat  at  a  rapid  speed  without 
hanging  out  any  light  whatever.     It  was  im- 
possible to  reduce  her   speed  sensibly  even 
when  the  steamer  hove  in  sight,  and  the  colli- 
sion tore  her  open,  sending  her  to  the  bottom 
at  once.  The  steamer  seeing  what  had  occurred 
promptly  stopped  her  engines,  and  launching  a 
life  boat,  picked  up  24  passengers  who  were  in 
the  waiter.     Fishing  boats    near   the  place 
also  came  ; to  the  rescue  and  helped  12  more 
passengers.    Nine  corpses  were  found,  shortly 
afterwards,  but  of  the  remains  of  the  other  18 
persons  no  trace  could  be  discovered  The 
passengers  were  all  tourists  who,  tempted  to 
take  advantage  of  a  special  reduction  of  fares 
on  the  Sanyo  Railway,  had  come  to  visit  the  cele- 
brated Miyajima.  Who  the  unfortunate  drowned 
persons  were  has  not  yet  been  ascertained 


UNUSUAL  PRECAUTION. 

The  Sho  Nippon  was  recently  very  much  as- 
tonished to  receive  an  admonitory  call  from  a 
police  inspector.    The  somewhat  unwelcome 
visitor  requested  to  be  shown  the  copy  of  the 
next  day's  issue,  which  was,  under  protest 
thereupon  exhibited.    After  a  cursory  glance' 
the  inspector  asked  if  any  paragraph  relating  to 
Mr.  Ito  Myoji  was  to  appear?   If  so,  he  added, 
the  paper  was  at  once  to  come  under  the  ban  of 
suspension.    The  editors  were  outraged  at  this 
apparently  high  handed  proceeding,  all  the  more 
so  as  "  Mr.  Ito  is  a  public  character  about  whom 
paragraphs  frequently  appear,"— to  quote  the 
Sho  Nippon's  words.    A  representative  of  the 
paper  at  once  repaired  to  the  Central  Police 
Office,  and  begged  to  be  told  why  this  arbitrary 
step  had  been  taken,  as  it  appeared  wholly  in- 
explicable.   He  then  learned  that  Mr.  Ito  had 
been  told  that  a  certain  most  libellous  letter 
concerning  himself  had  been  forwarded  to  the 
office  of  the  Sho  Nippon;  that  it  was  out  of 
sheer  kindness  to  the  paper  that  the  warning  had 
been  given,  for  the  police  authorities  had  feared 
the  editors  would  give  injudicious  publicity  to. 
the  scandal  which,  in  consideration  of  the  posi- 
tion held  by  Mr.  Ito  Myoji,  would  have  led  to 
immediate  unfortunate  consequences.    It  ap- 
peared, however,  that  no  such  communication 
had  been  received  by  the  editors,  and  so  the 
matter  ended.    But  from  the  tone  in  which 
the  Sho  Nippon  relates  this  rather  incredible 
story,  it  is  plain  that  the  editors  were  deeply 
vexed  with  the  whole  affair,  especially  consider- 
ing the  visit  of  the  police  inspector  and  his 
arbitrary  manner  as  an  infringement  of  their 
personal  rights.    Yet  if  the  facts  are  as  they  are 
given,  any  unbiassed  person  would  hold  that 
the  Sho  Nippon  should  have  been  grateful  for 
the  timely  warning  against  publishing  what 
would  have  resulted  in  a  suit  for  libel  with  heavy 
damages,  not  to  speak  of  suspension. 


THE  COST  OF  THE  KOREAN  TROUBLE. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  the  outlay  involved  in 
despatching  five  thousand  troops  at  a  few  days 
notice  to  Korea  and  maintaining  them  there, 
will  cause  a  heavy  drain  upon  the  surplus  re- 
venue concerning  the  disposal  of  which  there 
have  been  such  various  expressions  of  opi- 
nion That,  however,  is  but  a  small  part  of 
the  loss  already  incurred  by  the  country  in 


JAPANESE  PEOPLE  AND  FRENCH  LITERATURE. 

A  recent  number  of  the  Waseda  Bungaku, 
which  occupies  the  foremost  place  among, 
literary  journals  in  Japan,  contains  areport  of 
a  lecture  delivered  on  the  above  subject  at  lhe 
Waseda  Semmon  Gakko,  by  Prof.  Michel 
Revon  of  the  Imperial  University.  After  ex- 
pressing thanks  for  the  invitation  from  the 
School  to  address  the  students  on  a  literary 
subject,  he  proceeded  to  argue  that,  of  all  the 
literatures  in  the  world  it  is  in  the  French 
that  the  Japanese  people  will  find  a  spirit  most 
congenial  with  their  own.  The  two  nations 
are  very  much  like  each  other,  having  the 
same  excellences  and  defects.  "You  have/' 
he  says,  "all  the  beautiful  traits  that  cha- 
racterize us,  and  all  the  imperfections  that 
belong  to  us.  You  are  a  minor  in  which  we 
Frenchmen  find  the  reflection  of  our  own  selves." 
Of  the  good  qualities  possessed  in  common  by 
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the  two  nations,  the  Professor  mentions  three. 
The  first  is  freedom  from  sordid  vices.  "You, 
Gentlemen,"  said  the  lecturer,  "  despise  money, 
as  much  as  we   do.     When  we  get  money, 
our  delight  is  to  throw  it  out  of  the  window. 
When  we  lose  our  fortune  we  merely  say  '  Tant 
pis  '  and  under  similar  circumstances  you  say 
"  shikata  ga  not.'    We  both  inherit  the  same 
contempt  for  usurers."    The  next  good  quality 
possessed  by  the  two  peoples  in  common  is 
chivalry.  Like  theirforefathers,  the  Frenchmenof 
to-day  are  ever  ready  to  curb  the  strong  and  help 
the  weak.   They  are  truly  "  children  of  Europe"; 
they  are  often  rash  and  thoughtless,  but  it  is  the 
result  of  their  excessive  kindness  and  goodness 
of  heart.    The  virtue  of  chivalry  is  equally  pos- 
sessed by  the  Japanese  who  inherit  this  quality 
from  their  feudal  ancestors.     Mr.  Revon  was 
sorry  that  Japan  was  not  in  Europe.    Had  she 
been  a  European  Power,  Frenchmen  would  have 
received  her  with  open  arms.   Another  point  of 
similarity  between  the  two  nations  is  their  being 
distinguished  for  heroism.    The  history  of  both 
countries  is  equally  the  history  of  heroism.  He 
then  went  on  to  point  out  some  of  the  bad 
qualities  common  to  the  Japanese  and  his  own 
countrymen.   Frenchmen  are  criticised  by  other 
nations  as  being  fickle  and  fond  of  novelty.  This 
criticism,  said  the  lecturer,  was  in  some  respect 
true.    Some  persons  also  say  that  Frenchmen 
are  immoral  ;  Frenchmen  are  lively  and  are 
fond  of  pleasure,  but  their  vices  are  not  funda- 
mental.   They  are  at  bottom  pure  and  noble. 
In  these  respects,  the  Japanese,  in  his  opinion, 
resembled  the  French.  Thus,  in  point  of  natural 
characteristics,  the  Japanese  and  the  French 
were  declared  to  be  twin  nations.   In  literature, 
also,  they  must  be  twins,  if  they  are  not  al- 
ready so.    Of  all  forms  of  national  literature  in 
Europe,  that  of  the  French  alone  is,  in  the  lec- 
turer's opinion,  suited  to  the  genius  of  the 
Japanese  people.    Of  English  men  of  letters, 
the  only  one  whose  writings  can  thoroughly  ex- 
cite the  sympathy  of  the  Japanese  is  Shakspeare. 
But  then  Shakspeare  was  not  a  representative 
Englishman.    How  is  German  literature?  It 
is  as  uncongenial  to  the  Japanese  mind  as  the 
English.    So,  too,  the  Italian.    It  is  in  the 
French  literature  that  the  Japanese  will  find 
thought  and  sentiments  most  congenial  to  their 
minds.    The  lecturer,  therefore,  earnestly  ad- 
vised his  hearers  to  study  the  French  language 
and  literature,  so  that  the  two  nations,  born  so 
much  alike,  may  for  ever  progress  hand  in  hand. 
Such  in  brief  is  the  gist  of  the  interesting  lec- 
ture by  Professor  Revon.     Of  course  our  very 
brief  resume  does  not  do  full  justice,  either  to 
the  speech  as  originally  delivered,  or  to  the  very 
carefully  prepared  report  of  it  published  in  the 
Waseda  Bungaku. 


THE   ORCHID  CRAZE. 

Like  the  tulip-mania   in   Holland,  there  are 
certain  fads  thai,  from  time  to  time,  become 
immensely  popular  with  the  Japanese.  Some 
years  ago  lop-eared  rabbits  fetched  enormous 
prices,  the  length  of  the  ear  determining  the 
value  of  the  animal.    The  ground-pine  or  omoio 
(Rhodeajaponica)  is  another  universal  favourite, 
foolishly  extravagant  figures  being  given  for  rare 
varieties.    The  omoio  is  not  at  best  a  very  at- 
tractive plant.    Its  dark-green  lanceolate  leaves 
are  pretty,  but  nothing  more.    Yet  it  is  the 
accidental  markings  found  on  these  leaves  that 
make  the  Rhodea  so  sought  after.  Regular 
white  bands  following  the  edges  closely,  are 
most  esteemed.    But  from  a  foreign  standpoint 
the  omoto  has  little  or  nothing  to  recommend  it. 
Within  the  last  two  or  three  years  orchids  have 
become  first  favourites;  and,  strange  to  say,  not 
for  the  fragrance  or  beauty  of  their  flowers,  but 
solely  for  the  markings  of  the  leaves.  Flower- 
pots of  special  shape,  almost  invariably  covered 
with  a  black  glaze,  are  made  to  hold  these  air- 
loving  flowers,  whose  growth  is  very  slow— in 
Japan  at  all  events— and  which  need  careful 
attention.    Until  quite  recently  the  favourite 
variety   was   one  known   as  Yamato-mshiki, 
"  Japan  brocade,"  the  leaves  being  a  dark  green 
with  horizontal  narrow  white  stripes.    As  much 
as  250  yen  have  been  paid  for  a  single  healthy 
root.     It  has  been  found,  however,  that  this 


variety  is  a  comparatively   hardy  and  rapid 
grower,  and  the  market  price  fell  in  consequence 
to  about  one  yen  fifty  sen  per  root.  Another 
sort  is  the  Kakugioku-gwa,  or   "Flower  of 
Gemmeous  Delight"— for   extremely  fanciful 
names  are  given  to  all  these  varieties.  The 
leaves  are  broader  and  shorter,  dark  green  with 
occasional  white  spots.    The  Koto-nishiki  has  a 
pale  green  leaf  with  regular  stripes  of  a  very 
dark  green.    This  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  most 
aesthetically  coloured  of  all.     The  two  rarest 
and  therefore  highest-priced  varieties  are  now 
the  Sogenko  and  Kinkazan,  or  "  Golden-Flower- 
Mountain."    A  single  root  of  either  of  these  is 
worth  the  sum  of  six  hundred  yen.    Both  have 
rather  broad  leaves,  of  variable  green,  with  white 
markings  running  parallel  to  the  edges.  There 
is  nothing  particularly  attractive  about  either. 
A  very  excellent  work  on  Japanese  and  Oriental 
orchids,  with  life-size  coloured  illustrations,  was 
published  some  six  years  ago  by  Mr.  Hikida 
Keizo,  one  of  the  authorities  on  the  subject, 
under  the  style  of  Keirangwa.    Though  written 
in  Sinico-Japanese,  the  book  should  be  interest- 
ing to  all  foreigners  on  account  of  its  very  in- 
structive plates.    Not  a  single  flower  is  depicted 
in  the  six  volumes,  only  plants  growing  in  pots 
of  various  shapes  and  sizes,  the  markings  on  the 
leaves  being  very  distinct.    But  what  an  Oc- 
cidental would  esteem  the  very  prettiest  varieties 
are  sure  to  be  the  cheapest  and  least-valued  of 
the  lot.     Japanese  flower-love  and  Japanese 
music  are  still  unintelligible  to   the  average 
Westerner. 


STARVATION  IN  TOKUSHIMA. 

A  telegram  relating  to  the  starvation  in  Mina- 
mura  (Sammei-mura  ?) ,  in  Miyoshi-^««,  Toku- 
shima  Prefecture,  has  already  been  published 
in  these  columns.    Particulars  now  to  hand 
show   that   the  condition  of  the  villagers  is 
heartbreaking.    The  village  itself  is  at  best  a 
poverty-stricken   place,   containing  some  six 
hundred  houses.    The  inhabitants  cultivate  the 
sweet  potato,  wild  indigo,  Indian  corn,  and  a 
few  other  cereals  in  small  quantities,-  subsisting 
for  the  most  part  on  a  kind  of  millet  (hiye, 
Panicum  framentaceum) .     But  owing  to  the 
severe  drought  of  last  summer  as  well  as  to  the 
scanty  rain-fall  this  year,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  produce  enough  to  live  on.    Out  of  the 
total  number  of  dwellings,  no  less  than  four 
hundred  are  virtually  without  means  of  sub- 
sistence, while  of  these,  seventy  are  in  a  con- 
dition of  absolute  destitution.     So  desperate 
is  the  case  of  the  latter,  that  the  three  hundred 
people  inhabiting  these  wretched   houses  are 
barely  able  to  keep  soul  and  body  together  by 
eating  roots,  the  bark  of  trees,  and  other  coarse 
and  inedible  things.    Even  these  sources  of 
food  are  giving  out,  so  that  the  poorest  are 
compelled  to  eat  wheat  and  buckwheat  husks 
and,  in  extreme  cases,  chopped  straw.  The 
appearance  of  the  villagers  is  described  as  ter- 
rible :  their  faces  are  livid  and  their  abdomens 
unnaturally  distended.    Two  have  already  died 
otsheer  starvation,  as  we  have  already  mention- 
ed, and  now  there  is  not  a  house  in  the  village  in 
which  some  sufferers  are  not  lying  in  the  last 
stages  of  physical  exhaustion  for  want  of  food. 
The  reason  why  the  attention  of  the  public  has 
not  been  earlier  called  to  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  this  village,  is  said  to  be  that,  living 
in  a  remote  and  out-of-the-way  place,  the  in- 
habitants are  honest,  simple-minded  folk,  who 
deem  it  a  disgrace  to  receive  relief  from  others. 
So  deeply  has  this  sentiment  taken  root  in 
their  mind  that  the  members  of  a  family  who 
have  accepted  alms  in  any  form  are  henceforth 
considered  beyond  the  pale  of  village  society, 
and  the  brand  of  shame  is  put  upon  not  only 
them  but  their  descendants  for  several  gener- 
ations.   Each  household,  therefore,  endeavours 
to  conceal  its  distress  until  concealment  is  no 
longer  possible,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
public  has  hitherto  not  become  aware  of  the 
facts  in  the  case.    The  necessity  for  relief  being 
so  urgent,  a  member  of  the  local  assembly,  re- 
presenting the  gun  in  question,  has  appeared 
before  the  Kencho  and  requested  the  adoption 
of   immediate   remedial  measures.     A  local 
secretary  has  been  despatched  to  report  on  the 
actual  condition  of  the  villagers,  while  several 


benevolent  persons  are  endeavouring  to  start 
subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  starving  and 
destitute. 

A   CURIOUS  FALL. 

The  brutality  of  a  Japanese  betto  this  morning 
nearly  met  with  its  own  reward.  An  under- 
sized pony,  a  mere  bag  of  bones,  was  harnessed 
to  a  dray  cart  waiting  on  the  other  side  of  Hana- 
zono-bashi,  and  the  driver  amused  himself  be- 
tween whiles  in  flicking  the  poor  beast  with  his 
whip.  The  patience  of  the  pony  at  last  became 
exhausted  and  it  suddenly  started  off  to  the 
edge  of  the  Creek,  where  it  tried  to  stop ;  but 
the  weight  of  the  cart  carried  the  animal  over, 
precipitating  it  and  the  driver  on  to  some  logs 
below,  the  pony  turning  a  complete  summer- 
sault. Fortunately  the  harness  was  broken  by 
the  strain  and  the  cart  did  not  follow,  otherwise 
there  must  have  been  some  broken  bones.  As  it 
was,  neither  man  nor  beast  was  much  injured. 

DISTURBANCE  IN  KAJIBASHI  PRISON. 

The  Kokkai  says  that  shortly  after  nine  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  13th  inst.  a  great  distur- 
bance broke  out  in  Kajibashi  Prison,  Tokyo, 
six  noted  felons  attempting  to  break  from  gaol. 
The  men  behaved  in  a  very  excited  manner, 
and  broke  windows,  damaged  walls,  etc.  They 
called  to  the  prisoners,  who  were  outside  the 
cells,  to  assist  them  to  accomplish  their  design. 
Uchiyama,  a  jailer,  who  ran  up  upon  hearing 
the  noise  was  seriously  assaulted.  Two  jailers 
came  to  his  assistance  with  drawn-swords,  and 
three  of  the  gaol-breakers  were  cut  down,  while 
three  others  were  deeply  wounded.  The  latter 
are  not  expected  to  recover.  The  tumult  was 
subsequently  quelled. 


THE   EPIDEMIC  AT  THE  MILITARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  report  circulated  by  the  TokyD  News 
Agency  about  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  at  the 
Shikan  Gakko  and  the  Yonen  Gakko,  seems  to 
have  been  exaggerated.  Inquiries  instituted  by 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  at  the  War  Office  have 
elicited  the  fact  that,  although  about  70  of  .the 
students  have  been  attacked  by  the  epidemic 
since  the  nth  instant  and  are  being  tended  at 
a  temporary  hospital  in  the  former  barracks  of 
the  Imperial  Guards  at  Kasumigaseki,  the 
disease  is  not  of  any  extraordinary  nature,  being 
merely  a  form  of  dysentery  produced  by  cold. 
No  death  has  thus  far  resulted  from  the  epi- 
demic.  

I'ROM FT  GENEROSITY. 

While  crossing  Ogawa-machi  in  Kanda  Dis- 
trict, the  other  day,  an  old,  poorly  dressed 
woman  came  into  violent  collision  with  a  pas- 
sing jinrikisha,  was  overturned  and  quite  badly 
hurt.  The  usual  crowd  gathered  around  her 
while  she  painfully  struggled  to  her  feet  but 
while  many  seemed  to  pity  none  offered  to  help 
her.  Suddenly  a  gentleman  forced  his  way 
through  the  idle  group,  helped  the  old  woman 
to  hobble  off  and  handed  her  a  five  yen  bill. 
It  was  done  in  a  moment,  but  the  generous 
stranger  had  been  recognised.  The  friend  in 
need  was  Kawada  Kaichiro,  President  of  the 
Nippon  Ginko.  

A  NEW  OFFICE. 

We  published  some  time  ago  a  rumour  that  the 
Government  contemplated  creating  a  new  office 
in  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs,  that  of  In- 
specting Engineer.  An  Imperial  Ordinance 
has  now  been  issued  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  an  official.  His  title  is  to  be  Do- 
boku  Gikan,  Inspecting  Engineer,  and  his  func- 
tions which  are  to  be  performed  under  instruc- 
tions' from  the  Minister  and  Vice-Minister  of 
State  for  Home  Affairs  in  connection  with  the 
Engineering  Bureau,  are  to  be  the  direction  and 
inspection  of  Engineering  projects  and  works 
throughout  the  Empire. 

THE  "DON   JUAN  DE  AUSTRIA." 

The  Spanish  man-of-war  Don  Juan  de  Austria, 
Captain  Don  Jose  Padrinan,  which  arrived 
here  on  Thursday,  is  an  unarmoured  cruiser  ot 
1,130  tons  displacement,  built  of  iron  in  18S7. 
Her  length  is  210ft.  with  a  beam  of  32ft.;  she 
draws  12ft.  6in.  and  has  an  indicated  horse- 
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power  of  i,6oo,  her  speed  being  14  knots.  Her 
armament  comprises  thiee  6-in.  b.l.r.,  and  two 
3^-in.  b.l.r.,  with  5  machine  Runs,  and  two  fisli 
torpedo  tubes. 

BARON  niBGKLKBBN. 

News  has  been  received  in  Tokyo  of  the  en- 
gagement of  His  Excellency  Baron  Biegeleben, 
formerly  Austro-IIungarian  representative  at 
the  Court  of  Japan,  to  Baroness  Bertha  Kiibeck, 
daughter  of  the  former  Austro-Hungarian  Am- 
bassador to  the  Vatican.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  young  lady's  mother  is  Countess  de  Salignac- 
Fdndlon.  Many  hearty  wishes  for  Baron  Bie- 
geleben's  happiness  will  be  evoked  in  Japan  by 
the  news. 


AN  INFANT  PHENOMENON. 

The  bond  fide  birth  of  a  very  remarkable  infant 
is  recorded  in  Toyama  Prefecture,  medical  men 
of  note  attesting  the  fact.  The  head  is  unusually 
large  without  being  hydrocephalus  ;  the  hands 
and  fingers  are  of  great  length,  the  second  or 
middle  finger  on  each  hand  measuring  nearly 
five  inches  ;  while  the  left  foot  is  thrice  the  size 
of  the  right.  "This  curious  child  is  said  to  be 
in  perfect  health. 


MILITARY  POSTAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

An  Imperial  Ordinance  has  been  issued,  as  a 
matter  of  urgency,  authorizing  the  remission 
of  postal  charges  on  all  mail  matter  forwarded 
by  military  persons  serving  abroad.  In  the  case 
of  mail  matter  sent  to  such  persons,  failure  to 
attach  sufficient  stamps  will  expose  the  sender 
to  double  payment,  as  has  always  been  the  case. 


AM  MAT  ED  CHESS. 

 ♦  

We  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that 
the  Yokohama  community  will  shortly  be  treated 
to  a  novel  and  unique  public  entertainment, 
namely,  an  animated  game  of  Chess.  The 
success  that  recently  attended  an  exhibition  of 
this  kind  in  Hongkong  has  doubtless  spurred  to 
action  the  prime  movers  in  the  present  affair, 
and  we  are  in  a  position  to  state  that  so  far  as  the 
dresses  and  the  drilling  are  concerned — and  for 
that  matter  all  the  adjuncts  and  accessories  of  the 
game — the  entertainment  will  be  carried  out  in 
a  manner  that  will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 
The  date  at  present  fixed  is  for  Tuesday,  the 
26th  inst.,  but  remembering  that  this  is  the  tear- 
ful month  of  June,  and  that  Jupiter  Pluvius  may 
on  that  day  be  handy  with  his  watering  pot, 
arrangements,  will  be  made  so  as  to  bring  off 
the  entertainment  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  or 
Thursday,  according  to  the  weather.  The  game 
will  be  played  in  the  Public  Gardens  on  the 
Bluff,  and  the  proceeds  will  be  devoted  to  the 
funds  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


TREATY  REVISION. 


There  is  a  rumour,  says  the  Kokumin  Shim- 
bun,  that  negotiations  with  England  for  Treaty 
Revision  have  been  nearly  completed  and  that 
those  with  Russia  are  making  favourable  pro- 
gress. This  rumour,  in  our  contemporary's 
opinion,  is  incredible  except  by  those  that  place 
full  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  present 
Cabinet.  Persons  less  credulous  about  the  Ito 
Administration's  competence  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  statesmen  now  in  power  will  re- 
sign so  soon  as  the  treaty  now  in  process  of 
negotiation  with  the  British  Government  shall 
have  been  signed  and  ratified,  because  it  is  be- 
yond their  power  to  effect  revision  with  other 
states.  On  the  authority  of  a  certain  individual 
who  has  just  returned  from  London,  our  con- 
temporary asserts  that  England  is  now  very 
anxious  to  cultivate  Japan's  friendship.  It  is, 
however,  a  question  how  far  the  British  Govern- 
ment maybe  disposed  to  translatethis  desire  into 
action,  and  how  far  Japan  may  be  competent 
to  take  advantage  of  such  a  unique  opportunity. 
The  Kokumin's  informant  saw  the  Japanese 
Minister  in  London  once  or  twice,  but  could 
obtain  no  information  from  Viscount  Aoki,  who 
preserves  strict  secrecy  on  the  subject.  From 


the  rigid  silence  maintained  by  those  concerned, 
it  is  inferred  that  the  new  treaty  is  not  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

The  Maiflichi  Shimbun  slates  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  a  certain  person  well 
acquainted  with  Government  secrets,  the  nego- 
tiations with  England  and  Russia  for  Treaty  Re- 
vision aie  expected  to  be  satisfactorily  concluded 
before  the  next  session  of  the  Diet.  As  to 
France,  although  she  was  at  one  time  unfavour- 
ably disposed  toward  Japan,  she  is  now  quite 
willing  to  open  negotiations.  Our  contem- 
porary does  not  seem  to  believe  these  reports. 
As  for  us,  we  reproduce  them  simply  that  our 
readers  may  know  what  the  vernacular  press 
is  saying  about  this  hacknied  topic.  Treaty 
Revision  is  a  perpetual  resource  to  the  news- 
mongers. The  less  they  know  about  it,  the 
more  latitude  there  is  for  invention. 


COUNT  OKUMA  ON  THE  KOREAN 
QUESTION. 


Count  Okuma  has  published  his  views  on  the 
Korean  Question  in  the  columns  of  his  organ, 
the  Hochi  Shimbun.  Korea,  he  says,  now 
engrosses  public  attention,  and  everybody  is 
discussing  the  policy  that  ought  to  be  pursued 
toward  that  country.  There  is,  however,  no 
necessity  either  to  indicate  a  policy  or  to  criti- 
cise the  erroneous  measures  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  past.  Only  one  policy  can  and 
ought  to  be  followed  by  Japan  toward  Korea. 
In  order  to  define  that  policy,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  refer  to  events  of  far  off  ages,  such  as  the 
conquest  of  the  Peninsula  by  the  Empress 
Jingo  and  its  invasion  by  Hideyoshi's  generals. 
Sufficient  for  present  purposes  is  it  to  call  to 
memory  what  Japan  has  done  for  Korea  in  re- 
cent years.  It  was  Japan  that  first  opened  the 
Hermit  Kingdom  to  the  beneficent  influence  of 
modern  civilization,  and  Japan  also  introduced 
Korea  to  the  world  as  an  independent  State. 
Such  being  the  honourable  relationship  in 
which  Japan  stands  towards  Korea,  it  is  the 
former's  duty  to  lead  the  little  Kingdom  along  the 
paths  of  civilization  and  help  it  to  grow  in  pros- 
perity and  power.  Thus  Japan's  duty  is  to 
suffer  no  other  Power  to  retard  the  progress  or 
endanger  the  independence  of  Korea.  Such 
is  not  only  her  duty  but  also  her  interest,  for 
with  Korea's  territorial  integrity  are  bound  up 
the  dearest  interests  of  this  Empire.  As  to  the 
men  now  in  arms  against  the  Soul  Government, 
Count  Okuma  does  not  possess  sufficient  know- 
ledge of  their  character  and  aims  to  risk  any 
prophecy  about  their  success.  That  the  Govern- 
ment troops  have  been  repeatedly  defeated  may 
prove  that  those  troops  are  hopelessly  weak  and 
inefficient,  but  does  not  necessarily  prove  that  the 
Togaku-to  adherents  are  a  powerful  body.  So,  at 
the  present  stage  of  the  trouble,  it  is  too  early  to 
conclude,  as  some  people  do,  that  the  insurgents 
are  bent  upon,  and  have  the  ability  to  effect,  the 
re-organization  of  their  country's  Government. 
Should  they  possess  such  competence,  nothing 
could  be  more  beneficial  to  Korea.  If  they  be, 
on  the  contrary,  a  mere  mob  without  any  ele- 
vated political  aims,  then  the  trouble  they  are 
causing  must  be  regarded  as  a  grave  calamity 
to  the  country,  and  the  sooner  they  are  sup- 
pressed, the  better  for  Korea.  Count  Okuma 
is  much  exercised  about  the  news  that  China's 
aid  has  been  requested  by  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment. But  what  has  been  done  cannot  be 
undone.  He  can  only  hope  that  greater  vigil- 
ance will  be  employed  in  future  by  the  Japan- 
ese Government.  Moreover,  if  the  Togaku-to 
insurgents  be  a  mere  mob,  it  would  be  better 
that  they  were  quickly  put  down  even  by  the 
aid  of  Chinese  troops,  than  that  they  should 
be  suffered  to  annoy  the  peaceful  inhabitants 
of  the  peninsula  for  an  indefinite  length  of 
time.  Some  people  fear  that,  if  Chinese 
troops  be  suffered  to  suppress  the  insurrection, 
China  may  attempt  either  to  annex  Korea  or 
at  least  to  interfere  with  the  latter's  domestic 
affairs  to  an  extent  injurious  to  Japan's  in- 
terests. In  Count  Okuma's  opinion  there  is 
not  the  slightest  ground  for  such  apprehension. 
The  independence  of  Korea  is  as  important 


to  China  as  it  is  to  Japan.  China  in  at  much 
interested  as  Japan  in  protecting  that  indepen- 
dence. Should  she,  however,  in  utter  disregard 
of  her  own  and  Japan's  interests,  take  any 
step  prejudicial  to  the  maintenance  of  Korean 
independence,  she  would  have  to  encounter  the 
deadly  opposition  of  Japan.  There  is  not.saysthc 
Count,  a  single  great  man  worth  speaking  of  in 
China.  But  dull  as  they  are,  Chinese  statesmen 
have  intelligence  enough  to  perceive  what  dis- 
astrous consequences  must  necessarily  follow 
the  pursuit  of  a  policy  inimical  to  Korea's  in- 
dependence. Apart  from  the  consideration  of 
the  severe  chastisement  which  Japan  would  not 
fail  to  administer  to  her,  China  ought  to  take 
timely  warning  from  her  own  history.  For  the 
fall  of  the  Sui  dynasty  was  chiefly  attribut- 
able to  the  exhaustion  of  its  energies  in 
endless  wars  with  Korea.  Moreover,  the  pen- 
insula Kingdom  being  on  the  whole  a  barren 
and  impoverished  country,  its  annexation 
would  bring  little  advantage  to  China.  These 
things,  says  Count  Okuma,  must  be  apparent 
even  to  the  Chinese  statesmen.  In  guarding 
her  interests  in  Korea,  Japan  will  not  make 
any  distinction  between  China  and  other  Powers, 
such  as  England,  Russia,  and  so  forth.  What- 
ever Power  interferes  with  Japanese  interests 
must  be  prepared  to  encounter  a  resolute  and 
desperate  resistance  on  the  part  of  this  Empire. 
Such  being  the  plain  course  of  action  to  be  pur- 
sued by  Japan  in  Korea,  it  will  not  do,  says 
Count  Okuma,  for  her  statesmen  to  be  alarmed 
and  frightened  by  any  turn  of  events  in  the 
peninsula.  Here  follows  a  curious  paragraph, 
which  is  rendered  entirely  incomprehensible  by 
the  insertion  of  a  chain  of  little  circles  at  the 
most  important  point.  The  topic  is  about  the 
Togaku-to,  and  it  is  not  inconceivable  that 
the  Count  may  have  intended  to  express  some 
sympathy  with  the  insurgents.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  call  upon  the  Cabinet  to  do  something 
to  retrieve  the  country's  honour,  which  was  dis- 
graced by  the  fatal  errors  of  1884.  The  time 
has  at  last  arrived  for  Japan  to  wipe  away  the 
disgrace  of  that  year.  The  present  disturbance 
in  Korea  may  end  without  developing  any  serious 
crises.  But  the  Government  has  received  a 
sharp  stimulus,  the  effects  of  which  must  be 
skilfully  utilized  by  the  people.  It  being  re- 
ported that  the  Government  has  despatched  a 
force  of  between  4,000  and  5,000  troops  to 
Korea,  the  Count  remarks  that  such  a  large 
body  of  men  would  not  have  been  sent  had  the 
object  been  simply  to  afford  protection  to  Japan- 
ese residents  in  that  country.  By  making  a 
judicious  use  of  the  present  unique  opportunity, 
it  will  be  possible,  he  thinks,  for  the  Japanese 
Government  to  retrieve  all  past  errors  and  make 
the  Empire  respected  and  feared  not  only  by 
Korea  but  also  by  the  rest  of  the  world. 


CHARITY  PERFORMANCES  AT  THE 
KABUKIZA. 


The  charity  performances  given  at  the  Kabu- 
kiza  for  five  days  commencing  from  the  15th 
instant  in  aid  of  the  Red  Cross  Hospital,  seem 
to  have  been  specially  chosen  for  the  enjoyment 
of  foreigners.  Of  the  eight  acts  mentioned  in 
our  advertisement  columns,  three  are  from 
the  "  Loyal  Ronin ;"  two  are  adapted  from 
Lytton's  "  Money  ;"  one  is  from  the  "  Kwanjin- 
cho,"a  drama  simple  and  readily  comprehensible 
after  a  short  explanation,  while  the  remaining 
two  are  a  species  of  opera,  dancing  accompanied 
with  singing.  Of  the  three  acts  from  the  "  Loyal 
Ronin,''  the  first  represents  the  identification  of 
the  helmet  of  Yoshisada  by  Kawoyo  (Fuku- 
suke)  the  wife  of  Enya  Hangwan,  and  the  cri- 
minal love  of  Kono  Moronao  (Danjuro)  for 
that  lady.  The  second  represents  the  scene 
where  Momonoi  Wakasanosuke  (Shinzo)  is 
about  to  kill  Moronao  against  whom  he  enter- 
tains a  grudge,  but  is  turned  from  his  purpose 
by  the  servile  humility  of  Moronao.  The 
third  shows  the  fighting,  and  is  the  last 
but  one  in  the  play.  The  loyal  band  break 
into  the  house  of  Moronao,  to  revenge  the 
death  of  their  lord,  and  a  fierce  combat 
ensues  between  a  party  of  the  band  and  two  of 
the  most  courageous  retainers  of  Moronao,  Koba- 
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yashi  Heibacliiro  (Yaozo)  and  Shimidzu  Ikkaku 
(Matsusuke).  Kobayashi  is  in  female  garb. 
In  that  disguise  he  has  just  repaired  to  a  neigh- 
bour's residence  to  ask  him  to  take  charge  of 
his  child,  and  returning  he  encounters  the  in- 
truders. He  fights  with  two  swords,  one  in 
each  hand,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  se- 
veral of  the  loyal  retainers,  desperate  as  they  are, 
succeed  in  overcoming  him.  In  the  meanwhile 
others  of  the  band  have  discovered  the  retreat 
of  their  foe,  Moronao,  whose  head  they 
bring  into  the  presence  of  Yuranosuke  (Dan- 
juro).  Yuranosuke  washes  the  head  and  then 
addresses  some  apologetic  remarks  to  it,  for 
having  wreaked  upon  it  vengeance  for  the  death 
of  the  Ronins'  chief. 

"  Kwanjincho  "  is  one  of  the  plays  in  which 
Danjuro  most  exels.  It  was  in  fact  adapted 
for  the  stage  by  him  out  of  a  "  No  "  perform- 
ance, and  no  other  actor  is  permitted  to  play  it 
unless  with  the  special  consent  of  Danjuro. 
The  plot  is  simple.  Yoshitsune  and  his  faithful 
retainers  are  on  their  way  to  Oshiu  in  the  dis- 
guise of  pilgrims,  flying  from  his  brother  Yori- 
tomo,  who,  jealous  of  Yoshitsune's  fame  and 
fearful  of  his  ability,  seeks  to  compass  his 
death  on  a  slight  pretext.  Master  and  re- 
tainers arrive  at  the  barrier  of  Ataka  where 
Tokachi  Sayemon,  an  officer  appointed  by 
Yoritomo,  has  instructions  to  keep  strict  watch 
on  all  travellers,  especially  those  disguised 
as  pilgrims,  and  to  seize  Yoshitsune  and  his 
retainers  should  they  make  their  appearance. 
The  fugitives  arrive  at  the  barrier  led  by  Ben- 
kei,  and  ask  permission  to  pass  through.  To- 
gachi  suspects  that  this  must  be  the  party  of 
Yoshitsune  and  refuses  to  give  them  passage. 
Benkei  protests  that  they  are  really  pilgrims 
travelling  to  raise  contributions  for  the  Todai 
Temple  in  Nara,  and  in  a  proof  of  his  state- 
ment produces  a  scroll,  which,  though  really 
blank,  he  alleges  to  be  letters  patent  from  the 
Imperial  Court.  With  all  solemnity  he  raises 
the  scroll  aloft  and  reads  a  writ  which,  with 
prompt  tact/ he  has  composed  there  and  then. 
Togachi,  who  sympathises  at  heart  with  the 
misfortune  of  Yoshitsune  and  his  faithful  re- 
tainers, is  glad  that  Benkei  has  furnished  a 
pretext  in  virtue  of  which  he  may  suffer  the 
party  to  pass.  He  says  that  he  is  satisfied  and 
will  permit  them  to  go  unmolested.  But  one  of 
the  guards  declares  that  the  youngest  pilgrim, 
who  occupies  the  lowest  place  in  the  party, 
bears  a  close  resemblance  to  Yoshitsune  whom 
he  has  seen  before;  whereupon  Benkei  turns 
round,  assumes  an  air  of  great  wrath  towards 
the  young  pilgrim,  insults  him  rudely,  and  even 
goes  so  far  as  to  beat  him  soundly,  on  the 
ground  that  he  perpetually  causes  trouble  to  the 
party.  This  settles  the  question.  It  can  not 
be  supposed  that  such  treatment  would  be  ex- 
tended to  the  real  Yoshitsune.  The  fugitives 
are  suffered  to  pass.  Safe  beyond  the  barrier 
Benkei,  with  tears,  earnestly  apologises  for  what 
he,  a  retainer,  has  done  to  his  master,  while 
Yoshitsune,  on  his  part,  also  with  tears,  thanks 
Benkei  for  his  faithful  loyalty.  Togashi  then 
arrives  upon  the  scene,  no  longer  as  the  barrier 
captain  ready  to  seize  the  party,  but  as  a  private 
individual,  to  apologise  for  his  conduct  and 
to  condole  with  Yoshitsune  and  his  followers 
on  their  ill-starred  fate.  He  has  brought 
with  him  some  wine  to  drink  their  health. 
Overjoyed  at  the  gallant  courtesy  of  the 
captain  of  the  gate  and  at  having  safely  passed 
though,  Benkei  rises  and  proceeds  to  perform  a 
congratulatory  dance,  during  which  the  curtain 
drops.  In  this  play  Danjuro  acts  the  part  of 
Benkei  ;  Yaozo,  one  of  his  foremost  disciples, 
that  of  Togachi  ;  and  Fukusuke  that  of  Yoshi- 
tsune. They  are  the  best  actors  now  in  Japan 
in  those  respective  parts. 

Lytton's  "  Money  "  was  adapted  to  the  Japan- 
ese stage  by  Mr.  Fukuchi  Danichiro,  and  the 
late  celebrated  playwright  Mokuami.  It  was 
put  upon  the  stage  a  few  years  ago  and  proved 
a  great  success. 

Among  the  dancers  in  the  operatic  piece  are 
Danjuro's  two  daughters.  They  are  being 
trained  for  the  stage,  and  will  be  the  first  women 
who  have  acted  in  company  with  men  for  nearly 
300  years. 


THE  ADVOCATES  OF  A  STRONG 

FOREIGN  POLICY. 

 ♦  

The  advocates  of  a  strong  foreign  policy  held 
lecture  meetings  on  two  consecutive  days,  the 
7th  and  8th  instant,  at  the  Kinki-kan,  Kanda, 
Tokyo.  It  had  been  advertised  that  as  many 
as  forty-eight  speakers  would  address  the  meet- 
ing on  the  two  days.  But,  as  always  happens 
on  such  occasions,  only  about  one-fourth  of  the 
number  appeared  on  the  platform.  Moreover, 
those  who  did  speak  were,  for  the  most  part, 
youths  that  have  yet  to  make  their  names  in 
politics.  Still,  there  were  on  both  days  a  few 
speakers  of  note,  such  as  Messrs.  Ozaki  Yukio, 
Shiga  Shigetaka,  and  Koizuka  Ryu  on  the 
8th,  and  Messrs.  Ooka  Ikuzo  and  Otsu  Jun- 
ichiro on  the  9th.  Several  of  the  speeches 
were  stopped  by  the  police,  but  the  meet- 
ings came  off  without  any  serious  mishap. 
Some  of  the  speakers,  as  Messrs.  Kashiwada 
Moribumi,  ex-M.P.,  Ida  Tamesaburo,  and  so 
forth,  attached  much  importance  to  the  question 
of  Strict  Treaty  Enforcement,  but  the  majority 
attacked  the  Cabinet  on  the  general  question  of 
foreign  policy,  criticising  that  policy  as  weak 
and  over-conciliatory.  A  few  also  directed  their 
criticisms  against  the  Radical  Party,  denounc- 
ing it  as  a  subservient  tool  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Opposition  papers  speak  of  these 
lecture  meetings  as  very  grand  affairs,  but 
our  own  impression  of  them  is  different. 
In  truth  they  are  little  better  than  a  farce. 
Attended  by  only  a  few  men  of  substance, 
their  principal  patrons  students  from  private 
schools,  idle  folks  without  any  occupation,  and 
country  people  on  a  visit  to  the  capital,  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  any  element  of  "  greatness  " 
in  such  demonstrations.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  meetings  of  the  7th  and  8th  instant  to 
distinguish  them  from  ordinary  political  gather- 
ings. They  have  practically  no  importance 
except  as  a  means  of  imposing  upon  simple 
minded  people  in  the  provincial  districts,  who, 
reading  highly  coloured  reports  in  the  papers, 
naturally  imagine  that  the  metropolis  is  in  a 
ferment  of  popular  excitement  about  topics 
that  really  produce  scarcely  a  ripple  upon  the 
calm  surface  of  its  existence. 


VISCOUNT  TANI  ON  THE  KOREAN 
QUESTION. 

 ♦  

At  the  general  meeting  of  the  Toko  Kyokat 
(Oriental  Association)  held  on  Sunday  last, 
with  Prince  Konoye  in  the  chair,  Viscount  Tani 
delivered  a  lecture  on  the  Korean  question.  In 
view  of  the  present  bearings  of  the  question  he 
was  naturally  guarded  in  his  language,  but  he 
said  enough  to  convey  a  pretty  clear  idea  of  his 
views.  He  set  out  by  calling  attention  to  the 
importance  of  the  Japanese  Government's  de- 
liberately choosing  a  definite  line  of  policy  to 
be  pursued  in  connection  with  the  crisis  in  the 
peninsula  Kingdom.  He  then  went  on  to 
dicruss  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  failure 
of  Hideyoshi's  invasion  of  Korea  in  the 
closing  years  of  the  16th  century.  The 
invading  army  carried  everything  before  it, 
and  at  one  time  nearly  overran  the  whole 
peninsula.  But  after  seven  years  of  devastating 
warfare,  the  invaders  had-to  abandon  their  pro- 
ject. Two  reasons  are  assigned  by  Viscount 
Tani  for  the  failure  of  the  Japanese  army  to 
complete  the  conquest  of  Korea  ;  namely, 
China's  interference,  and  the  inability  of  the  in- 
vaders to  win  the  goodwill  of  the  native  popu- 
lation sufficiently  to  establish  stable  civil  govern- 
ment in  the  conquered  districts.  Of  these  two 
causes,  the  latter  was  evidently  considered  by 
the  speaker  more  worthy  of  attention  than  the 
other.  In  thosedays,  theKorean  people  were  well 
affected  towards  their  rulers,  and  the  whole  na- 
tion was  combined  in  resisting,  feebly,  it  is  true, 
but  steadily  and  perseveringly,  the  arms  of  the 
invading  Japanese.  The  official  class  pos- 
sessed sufficient  patriotism  to  die  for  the  sake 
of  their  country,  and  the  people  sufficient 
loyalty  toward  the  reigning  dynasty  to  refuse  to 
transfer  their  allegiance  to  a  foreign  master. 
Things  are  now  in  a  very  different  condition  in 


the  peninsula.  The  official  class  is  so  de- 
generate that,  in  Viscount  Tani's  opinion,  it 
does  not  contain  a  single  man  brave  enough  to 
die  for  his  country  and  his  sovereign.  There 
is  no  community  of  interest  between  the  ruling 
class  and  the  people.  How  far  the  Govern- 
ment has  alienated  the  hearts  of  its  subjects 
may  be  judged  from  the  rapid  development  of 
the  present  trouble.  On  the  other  hand,  as  to 
China's  disposition  to  interfere  with  any  foreign 
Power's  designs  upon  Korea,  it  remains 
now  as  strong  as  in  the  days  of  Hideyoshi. 
China  is  as  jealous  as  ever  of  any  increase  of 
Japan's  influence  in  the  peninsula.  Her  object 
in  sending  troops  to  Korea  in  the  present  in- 
stance must  be  to  thwart  the  supposed  aggres- 
sive policy  of  Japan  and  once  for  all  to  place 
the  peninsula  in  a  definite  relationship  of  de- 
pendency toward  herself.  Hence  Japan,  since 
she  too  has  despatched  a  force  to  Korea,  should 
be  prepared  for  whatever  emergency  may  arise 
hereafter.  Passing  to  practical  questions,  Vis- 
count Tani  asked  whether  the  Japanese  troops 
are  to  stand  idle,  in  case  the  Chinese  fight  against 
the  rebels.  Supposing  the  rebels  appeal  to 
the  protection  of  the  Japanese  forces,  should 
the  latter  refuse  to  give  them  any  active  support  ? 
When  these  questions  and  a  thousand  others  of 
similar  nature  are  considered,  it  will  be  dis- 
covered, says  the  Viscount,  how  delicate  and 
grave  an  undertaking  Japan  has  entered  into. 
The  Japanese  Government  must  not  rely  upon 
the  good  offices  of  the  Representative  of  any 
third  party.  Japan  must  be  prepared  to  meet 
single-handed  and  bravely  whatever  dangerous 
crisis  may  be  developed  in  the  peninsula.  As 
to  the  rebellion  in  Korea,  Viscount  Tani  has 
littledoubtthatsooner  or  laterit  will  be  put  down. 
Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  can  be  more  disastrous 
for  the  sake  of  Korea  and  also  of  Japan  than  a 
speedy  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  The  longer 
it  continues  and  the  stronger  it  grows,  the  better, 
he  thinks,  for  both  countries.  This  strange 
opinion  was  expressed  by  the  Viscount  at  the 
close  of  his  speech.  It  is  not  difficult  to  divine 
his  meaning.  A  great  many  Japanese  have  grown 
tired  of  peace.  The  luxury  of  tranquillity  was 
never  keenly  appreciated  by  this  brave,  restless 
people,  and  nothing  could  be  more  welcome  to 
them  at  present  than  an  opportunity  to  vary  by 
a  foreign  campaign  the  monotomy  of  domestic 
bickerings  and  political  squabbles. 


THE  KOREAN  INSURGENTS  AND 
THE  JAPANESE  PUBLIC. 


It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  a  large  section 
of  the  public  in  this  country  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  Korean  insurgents.  Question  any  intelli- 
gent Japanese  on  the  subject,  you  will  find  him 
in  nine  out  of  ten  cases  advocating  strong  views 
as  to  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  Chinese 
troops  from  intervening  between  the  aggrieved 
Korean  people  and  their  oppressors.  Leave 
these  unhappy  people  free  to  work  out  their  own 
salvation,  and,  if  necessary,  use  force  against 
whomsoever  may  attempt  to  interfere  with 
Korea's  internal  affairs — such  is  the  opinion 
freely  expressed  in  private  by  the  majority  of 
the  educated  class  in  Japan. 

These  views  have  of  course  been  reflected 
from  the  platform  and  the  press,  though  in 
public  people  are  naturally  more  guarded  about 
expressing  themselves.  Mr.  Taguchi  Ukichi, 
editor  of  the  Keizai  Zasshi,  however,  has  been 
very  outspoken  on  the  subject.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Tohd  Kyokat  (Oriental  Asso- 
ciation), on  the  same  pccasion  that  Viscount 
Tani  delivered  a  speech  already  noticed 
in  these  columns,  Mr.  Taguchi  gave  an  ad- 
dress in  which  he  urged  his  countrymen  to 
organize  a  volunteer  corps  and  assist  the  Korean 
people  now  in  arms  against  their  oppressors. 
These  people  had  Rot  risen  for  the  sake  of 
any  fixed  political  principles,  but  nevertheless 
they  were  worthy  of  pity  and  sympathy,  for,  said 
the  distinguished  economist,  they  had  been 
driven  to  desperation  by  the  unbearable  extor- 
tion and  mal-administration  of  the  oftictaid  ot  tlic 
Min  faction.  Should  China  utempt  in  any  way 
to  injure  the  independence  of  Korea,  the  Japan- 
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ese  Government  should  assist  Korea  to  pre- 
serve her  integrity  unimpaired.  Japan  ought  also 
to  oppose  whatever  action  of  China  might  tend 
to  impair  Japanese  interests  in  the  peninsular 
kingdom.  The  speaker  illustrated  his  point  by 
reference  to  the  history  of  the  Eastern  question 
in  Europe,  especially  with  regard  to  England's 
conduct  against  Russia.  Lastly,  lie  appealed  to 
the  chivalry  of  his  countrymen  to  go  over  to  Korea 
and  volunteer  their  services  in  the  rebel  camp. 

Among  the  metropolitan  papers,  several  have 
openly  expressed  sympathy  with  the  insur- 
gents. The  Nippon,  for  instance,  observes 
their  if  rumour  may  be  trusted  the  people  now 
in  arms  must  be  regarded  as  the  saviours  of 
their  nation  from  the  yoke  of  its  corrupt  and 
oppressive  rulers.  But  even  supposing  that  the 
reports  thus  far  obtained  about  the  Togaku-to 
insurgents  are  greatly  exaggerated,  it  cannot 
for  one  moment  be  imagined  that  they  are 
merely  a  collection  of  lawless  rabble.  It  must 
at  least  be  conceded  that  they  have  been  forced 
to  appeal  to  arms  as  the  only  means  of  escaping 
from  the  intolerable  tyranny  of  their  rulers.  As 
such  we  must  pity  and  sympathize  with  them. 
"  In  our  country,"  says  the  Nippon  in  con- 
clusion, "  there  were,  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  a  large  number  of  men  in  a  position 
somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  present  Togaku- 
to  insurgents  in  Korea.  In  what  a  different  sit- 
uation are  the  same  men  now  in  this  country? 
We  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  sympathize 
with  the  Togaku-to.  If  not,  they  must  be  de- 
nounced as  inhuman." 

The  Mainichi  Shimbun  believes  that  the 
Korean  Government  is  originally  responsible 
for  the  present  disturbance.  "We  wish,"  says 
our  contemporary,  "to  give  assistance  to  the 
Togaku-to,  and  we  hope  that  a  similar  attitude 
will  be  taken  by  our  Government.  We  do 
not,  however,  mean  to  suggest  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  render  assistance  to  the 
insurgents  in  arms  and  provisions.  What  we 
mean  is  that  all  possible  moral  and  indirect  help 
should  be  given  them.  •  •  •  •  The  logaku- 
to  may  be  rebels  in  the  eyes  of  Korean  officials, 
but  they  are  the  true  lovers  of  their  country 
and  its  people.  •  •  •  •  We  hope  that  any 
attempt  on  China's  part  to  assist  the  Korean 
officials  in  putting  down  the  insurrection  will 
be  resisted  by  our  Government.  Should  the  in- 
surrection be  suppressed  by  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment, efforts  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Japanese 
Government  to  prevent  the  wanton  punishment 
of  innocent  people  as  well  as  any  needlessly 
inhuman  treatment  of  the  rebel  leaders."  In  con- 
clusion, the  Mainichi  calls  upon  its  countrymen 
to  show  sympathy  with  the  Togaku-to,  "Take 
steps,  you  valiant  sons  of  Japan,  to  help  the  weak 
and  curb  the  strong,  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the 
just  against  that  of  the  unjust." 

The  Chu-o  Shimbun  thinks  that  the  Togaku- 
to  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  revolution- 
ary party.  Quoting  the  manifesto  issued  by 
the  insurgents,  our  contemporary  remarks  that 
their  aim  is  plainly  to  rescue  themselves  from 
the  yoke  of  degenerate  and  oppressive  officials. 
They  also  seem  to  be  sincerely  concerned  about 
the  broader  interests  and  independence  of  their 
country.  Such  being  the  case,  the  Chu-o  thinks 
itself  safe  in  declaring  that  the  men  now  in 
arms  against  the  Soul  authorities  are  true  lovers 
of  their  country.  Their  rising  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  advent  of  an  opportunity  to  effect 
the  regeneration  of  Korea.  The  Chu-o's  essay 
is  not  yet  concluded.  But  judging  from  what 
has  thus  far  been  published,  there  seems  to  be 
little  doubt  as  to  the  line  of  policy  which  our 
contemporary  intends  to  suggest  to  the  Japan- 
ese Government. 


One  man's  idea  of  sport  may  be  wholly  different 
from  that  of  another  man,  but  the  lesult,  as  a 
1  tile,  is  the  same — healthy  exercise  and  pure 
pleasure.  To  one,  when  fly-fishing  in  America, 
there  once  came  a  native  who,  after  gravely 
watching  him  in  silence,  thus  delivered  himself 
— "  Say,  cunn'l,  whai 's  the  p'int  of  slinging  a  bug 
011  a  tweiily-fool  pole  when  you  can  yank  em  out 
with  a  slick  and  a  worm  P" 


THE  JAPANESE  PRESS'  AND  THE 
KOREAN  AFFAIR. 
♦ 

Messrs.  Shiga  Shigetaka  and  Suyehiro  Shige- 
yasu,  as  representatives  of  the  Journalistic 
League,  called  at  the  Departments  of  War  and 
of  the  Navy  on  the  12th  instant.  At  the  former 
they  saw  General  Kodama,  Vice-Minister  of 
War;  while  at  the  latter  they  interviewed  Mr. 
Tola,  Private  Secretary  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Navy.  They  requested  first,  that,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  newspapers  be  allowed  to  publish  in- 
formation about  the  movements  of  the  troops  ; 
secondly,  that  even  facts  which  cannot  be  pub- 
lished should  be  made  known  to  leading  journal- 
ists for  their  private  information  ;  and  thirdly, 
that  foreign  journals  published  in  the  Settle- 
ments be  placed  under  rigid  restraint.  So 
far  as  the  first  two  points  are  concerned,  the 
journalistic  deputation  are  said  to  have  been 
assured  that  their  desire  would  be  complied 
with  before  long.  As  to  the  last  point,  namely, 
the  control  of  foreign  journals,  the  officials  are 
said  to  have  replied  that  the  matter  is  now  under 
consideration  in  their  respective  Departments. 
Messrs.  Shiga  and  Suyehiro  are  reported  to 
have  stated  that  the  foreign  newspapers  in  the 
Settlements,  especially  the  Japan  Gazette  of 
Yokohama,  are  daily  publishing  with  perfect 
impunity  military  secrets  which  their  Japanese 
contemporaries  are  strictly  forbidden  to  insert. 

Concerning  the  question  of  controlling  foreign 
journals  published  in  this  country,  the  Nippon 
strongly  blames  the  authorities  for  negligence. 
In  a  juncture  like  the  present,  it  says,  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  take  effective  measures 
against  the  publication  of  military  secrets  by 
foreign  journals  in  the  settlements.  Consular 
Jurisdiction  does  not  absolve  such  journals  from 
the  duty  of  observing  administrative  regulations 
applicable  to  Japanese  newspapers.  Since  the 
Japanese  press  was  placed  under  strict  restraint 
about  Military  and  Naval  Affairs,  the  papers  in 
the  Settlements,  says  the  Nippon,  have  on  several 
occasions  published  matters,  which,  if  they  ap- 
peared in  any  Japanese  journal,  would  have 
immediately  exposed  it  to  a  heavy  fine.  Why 
this  most  improper  partiality  to  papers  publish- 
ed by  foreigners,  asks  over  contemporary. 
The  control  of  such  papers  is  of  most 
importance  at  the  present  juncture,  for  they 
are  read  principally  by  foreigners  both  in 
this  country  and  abroad  and  consequently  are 
more  liable  to  make  mischief  than  their  Japan- 
ese contemporaries.  The  Nippon  vehemently 
urges  upon  the  Government  the  vital  import- 
ance of  exercising  effective  control  over  the 
journals  in  the  Settlements. 


KOREAN  AFFAIRS. 


The  Japanese  Government  has  authorized 
the  press  to  announce  that,  in  view  of  the  grow- 
ing disquiet  in  Korea,  it  has  bean  decided  to 
send  troops  to  that  country  to  afford  protection 
to  the  Japanese  Legation,  Consulates,  and 
residents.  Writing  on  this  subject,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun  says: — "The  Government 
having  decided  to  despatch  troops  to  Korea,  the 
bank  of  the  Han  river  will  feel,  in  a  few  days, 
the  tramp  of  our  advancing  army.  We  hear 
that  Chinese  troops  also  are  about  to  enter  the 
peninsula  Kingdom.  May  our  well  disciplined 
army  soon  return  home,  bringing  with  it  peace 
and  honour.  The  object  of  sending  troops  to 
Korea  is  primarily  to  protect  our  countrymen 
there,  and  no  sinister  motive  is  entertained 
against  that  country.  Hence  it  goes  without 
saying  that,  so  soon  as  order  shall  have  been 
restored  in  the  peninsula,  the  Japanese  and  Chi- 
nese troops,  in  accordance  with  the  Tientsin 
Convention,  will  sail  home  simultaneously.  We 
sincerely  hope  that  the  step  just  taken  by  the 
Japanese  and  Chinese  Governments  may  stop 
at  the  restoration  of  the  status  quo  ante.  Should 
anything  happen,  however,  to  imperil  the  in- 
dependence of  Korea,  it  would  be  incumbent 
upon  Japan,  in  pursuance  of  her  long-stand- 
ing policy,  to  defend  the  peninsula  Kingdom 
against  such  a  danger.  In  case  of  necessity,  a 
Congress  of   the    Powers    interested  might 


be  convened  to  establish  Korea's  position 
as  a  neutral  Stale,  and  thereby  to  prevent  tier 
being  placed  under  the  protection  of  any  one 
Power.  Of  the  States  interested  in  Korea, 
Japan  and  China  alone  have  at  present  conven- 
tional agreements  about  that  country.  We 
entertain  the  hope  that  the  present  affair  may 
be  satisfactorily  ended  by  amicable  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  Empires,  without  leading 
to  complications  with  any  third  Power.  Such 
being  the  object  of  sending  troops  to  Korea, 
and  such  the  policy  Japan  pursues  toward  that 
country,  our  military  and  naval  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  the  peninsula  are  bound 
to  make  peace  the  principal  object  of  their 
actions.  In  case  they  are  asked  to  undertake 
the  subjugation  of  the  rebels,  they  should  be 
brave  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
But  in  undertaking  such  a  task,  they  ought  to 
remember  that,  excepting  the  leaders,  all  the  in- 
surgents should  be  treated  leniently  ;  that,  apart 
from  cases  where  prompt  action  is  necessary, 
the  conduct  of  affairs  should  be  left,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  should  endeavour  to  avoid 
collisions  with  the  troops  of  any  other  foreign 
country  taking  part  in  putting  down  the  insur- 
rection. With  respect  to  matters  such  as  may 
seem  to  be  fraught  with  important  and  far-reach- 
ing consequences,  the  commanders  of  the 
Japanese  forces  should  exercise  all  possible  care, 
so  that,  on  the  one  hand,  Japan's  disinterested 
and  chivalrous  motives  may  be  appreciated  by 
Korea  and  by  all  other  countries,  and  on  the 
other,  her  position  as  the  leading  Power  in  the 
Orient  may  be  maintained.  In  such  a  manner 
alone  will  it  be  possible  to  carry  out  consistent- 
ly the  policy  decided  upon  by  our  Government. 
Should  any  Power  attempt  to  execute  an  aggres- 
sive design,  the  simple  course  for  Japan  would 
be  to  assist  Korea  and  prevent  the  consumma- 
tion of  such  an  object.  In  this  respect,  Japan 
will  not  hesitate  to  fight  with  any  Power.  It  is 
of  course  impossible  to  lay  down  a  hard-and- 
fast  line  of  conduct  in  matters  relating  to  foreign 
countries.  We  have  ventured  to  offer  the  above 
suggestions  in  view  of  this  Empire's  general 
policy,  which  does  not  aim  at  aggrandizement 
in  Korea.  But  it  is  far  from  our  intention  to 
hamper  the  actions  of  our  officers  sent  there." 

Other  papers  Comment  on  the  same  subject, 
but  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  reproduce 
their  remarks,  as  they  are,  for  the  most  part, 
mere  repetitions  of  articles  lately  and  more  than 
once  noticed  in  these  columns. 

It  may  interest  our  readers  to  learn  the  exact 
language  of  the  announcement  officially  made 
to  the  vernacular  press.  It  is  this: — "An  in- 
surrection has  broken  out  in  Korea  and  grows 
more  and  more  formidable.  Moreover,  the  Go- 
vernment of  that  country  does  not  seem  com- 
petent to  suppress  the  trouble  easily.  Therefore 
troops  have  been  despatched  to  Korea  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  Legation,  Consulates, 
and  subjects  of  Japan  in  that  Kingdom.  The 
Chinese  Government  has  intimated  to  the  Japa- 
nese Government  that  it  has  sent  troops  to 
Korea.  The  Government  of  this  empire,  on 
its  part,  immediately  on  despatching  troops  to 
Korea,  conveyed  an  intimation  of  the  fact  to  the 
Government  of  China." 

The  Radical  Party  is  said  to  have  adopted 
the  following  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
Korean  affair: — "This  Party  will  despatch  a 
member  to  Korea  for  purposes  of  observation. 
A  Committee  shall  also  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Ministers  of  Stale  with  reference  to  Korean 
affairs.  Furlher,  the  Party  shall  indicate  to  its 
provincial  members  the  policy  to  be  advocated 
in  this  matter,  and  shall  adopt  whatever  meas- 
ures the  circumstances  may  demand.''  This  is 
vague  enough.  It  commits  the  Jiyu-to  to 
nothing,  and  under  the  circumstances,  they  are 
wise  not  to  commit  themselves. 

The  Nationalistic  League,  which  appellation 
appears  to  have  now  been  definitely  adopted  by 
the  Six  Sections  of  the  Opposition,  has  also 
adopted  a  resolution  with  regard  to  the  Korean 
affair.  Its  language  is  more  stalwart : — "That 
Japanese  subjects  residing  in  Korea  must  be 
protected  ;  that  the  independence  of  Korea  must 
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be  preserved,  and  that  any  country  standing  in 
the  way  of  either  of  these  objects  must  be  thrust 
aside  with  all  resolution." 

The  vernacular  press,  with  some  show  of 
credence,  publishes  a  rumour  that  a  retired 
captain  of  the  Japanese  army  is  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  Korean  insurrection.  His  name  is 
Yamada  Jiro,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  obliged 
to  retire  from  the  army  owing  to  financial  diffi- 
culties. He  went  to  Korea  a  few  years  ago,  and 
has  not  since  been  heard  of.  Further  particulars 
of  his  career  are  that  lie  is  a  native  of  Maye- 
bashi ;  that  he  was  among  the  earliest  graduates 
from  the  Shikwan  Gakko ;  that  he  held  the 
appointment  of  aide-de-camp  to  the  Military 
Board  of  Inspection  at  the  time  of  his  retirement 
from  the  service ;  that  he  possessed  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  French  and  Chinese;  that  being 
a  man  of  great  presence  of  mind  and  strength 
of  will,  his  prospects  of  promotion  were  excel- 
lent when  financial  troubles  involved  him  in 
difficulty  and  even  disgrace;  that  his  retirement 
occurred  four  or  five  years  ago ;  that  he  was 
reduced  to  such  straits  as  to  become  a  waiter  in 
the  Tokyo  Hotel ;  that  he  subsequently  found 
his  way  to  Korea,  and  there  became  a  banto  in 
a  Japanese  firm. 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  rebels  may  probably 
be  aided  by  another  Japanese  also — namely, 
Mr.  Okamoto  Ryunosuke,  who  recently  came 
into  public  notice  as  having  gone  to  Shanghai 
to  procure  the  transfer  of  Kim  Ok-Kyun's  corpse 
to  Japan.  Originally  a  Colonel  in  the  Imperial 
Body  Guard,  he  lost  his  commission  in  conse- 
quence of  having  been  implicated  in  the  Take- 
bashi  military  mutiny,  which  occurred  shortly 
after  the  suppression  of  the  Satsuma  Rebellion. 
Mr.  Okamoto  is  said  to  have  been  bitterly  in- 
censed against  the  Korean  Government  because 
of  its  conduct  in  connection  with  Kim's  assassina- 
tion, and  it  is  conjectured  that  he  may  have  gone 
to  Korea  to  join  the  rebels.  But  both  in  his  case 
and  in  that  of  Captain  Yamada,  rumour  seems 
to  rest  on  very  slight  materials. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Japanese  authorities  have 
despatched  several  telegraphic  experts  to  Soul, 
but  for  what  precise  purpose  we  do  not  learn. 

Rumour  says  that  the  various  reverses  sus- 
tained by  the  Korean  Government's  forces  were 
concealed  from  the  King,  and  his  Majesty  dis- 
covered the  seriousness  of  the  crisis  only  when 
the  peril  had  attained  large  dimensions.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  much  incensed  against  the 
Chief  Minister,  Bin  Yeishun. 

Concerning  the  despatch  of  troops  to  Korea, 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  has  the  following 
note  : — "  Among  foreigners  there  seem  to  be 
some  who  question  Japan's  right  to  send  troops 
to  Korea.  In  case  of  emergency,  Japan  is  of 
course  free  to  do  so.  Further  the  right  not  only 
to  send,  but  also  to  station,  our  troops  in  Korea 
is  recognized  by  the  Chemulpo  Convention  of 
August  30th,  1882.  Article  V.  of  that  instru- 
ment provides  that  Japan  shall  have  the  right  at 
any  time  to  station  a  certain  number  of  troops 
at  her  Legation  in  Soul  in  case  of  emergency  ; 
that  the  erection  and  repairing  of  barracks  for 
their  accommodation  shall  be  attended  to  by  the 
Korean  Government;  and  that  if,  after  a  period 
of  one  year,  the  Japanese  Minister  thinks  there 
is  no  longer  any  necessity  for  troops,  he  may 
send  them  home.  From  this  stipulation  it 
is  clear  that  Japan  has  the  right  at  any  time 
to  despatch  troops  to  the  peninsula.  It  is  in 
exercise  of  this  right  that  an  armed  force  has 
now  been  sent  to  that  country.  The  Tientsin 
Treaty  simply  lays  upon  the  high  contracting 
parties  the  obligation  to  make  a  communication 
of  the  fact  one  to  the  other." 

The  lively  interest  which  men  of  all  classes 
and  all  parties  in  this  country  take  in  the  present 
Korean  disturbance  and  its  possible  complica- 
tions, is  shown  by  the  number  of  civilians  hur- 
rying to  the  peninsula.  Not  a  political  party  or 
faction  has  failed  to  despatch  some  one  to  watch 
the  course  of  events  in  the  peninsula.  In  ad- 
dition to  those  men,  many  others  have  left  for 
that  country  on  their  own  account.  Mr. 
Inagaki  Manjiro,  author  of  "Japan  and  the 
Pacific,''  who  has  been  travelling  in  China, 
is  said  tohave  turned  his  steps  toward  Korea. 


The  hotels  in  Nagasaki  are  full  of  persons 
on  their  way  to  the  peninsula.  The  move- 
ments of  these  camp-followers  ought  to  be 
strictly  watched  by  the  Japanese  Authorities,  for 
in  the  present  state  of  feeliug  in  this  country  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend  that  they  may  be  be- 
trayed into  indiscretions  involving  grave  con- 
sequences. 

Rumour  says  that  among  the  Korean  rebels 
there  is  a  small  party,  consisting  of  about  forty 
persons,  who  are  particularly  dreaded  by  the  Go- 
vernment troops  on  account  of  their  valour  and 
their  skill  in  the  use  of  swords.  The  members  of 
this  party  cover  their  heads  with  a  piece  of 
white  cotton  cloth,  from  which  circumstance 
they  are  popularly  called  the  "  White  Rose 
Company."  It  is  surmised  that  these  warriors 
are  all  Japanese.  The  captain  of  the  little 
force  is  supposed  to  be  the  Yamada  (or  Ta- 
naka)  Jiro  above  alluded  to.  As  for  his 
followers,  they  are  believed  to  be  soshi  be- 
longing to  the  association  called  Genyo-sha. 
Yamada  (or  Tanaka),  when  his  fortunes  were 
at  their  lowest  ebb,  became  lie  with  Toya- 
ma  Mitsuru,  the  head  of  this  Genyo-sha,  and 
through  his  influence  several  youths  of  the 
Association  accompanied  Yamada  when  the 
latter  went  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  Korea.  To- 
ward the  close  of  last  year  Yamada's  friends  in 
Japan  are  said  to  have  received  a  letter  from  him 
requesting  the  despatch  of  a  few  surgeons  to  the 
peninsula.  The  request  was  complied  will)  and 
the  surgeons  are  now  supposed  to  be  attending 
to  the  wounded  in  the  rebel  camp.  Another 
Japanese  believed  to  be  with  the  rebels  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Prince  Shimazu  Hisamitsu,  of 
Satsuma.  At  the  time  of  the  Satsuma  emeute  he 
joined  Saigo's  party,  and  after  the  final  defeat 
of  the  insurgents,  fled  to  Korea.  Rumour 
makes  him  now  a  general  in  the  Togaku-to 
army,  but  this  as  well  as  all  the  tales  about  Japan- 
ese in  the  rebel  ranks,  must  be  received  with 
extreme  caution.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
a  statement  that  a  number  of  Russians  are  with 
the  Togaku-to. 

From  a  diary  (published  in  the  To-A  Boeki 
Shimbun  of  Fusan)  kept  by  a  Japanese  sojourn- 
ing in  the  rebel  districts  until  quite  recently,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  insurgents  are  not  actuated  by  any 
hostile  sentiments  against  Japanese  or  any  other 
foreigners,  and  their  leader  is  a  mere  boy 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen.  He  is,  however,  staled  to 
be  very  precocious,  and  his  followers  ate  said 
to  reverence  him  as  though  he  were  a  god. 

According  to  correspondence  just  received 
from  Soul,  says  the  Nichi  Nichi,  the  Korean 
people  are  averse  to  accepting  the  assistance 
offered  by  China  for  putting  down  the 
rebellion.  This  sentiment  is  shared  by  a  large 
section  of  the  official  class  in  Soul.  But  if 
China  wants  to  make  herself  the  deus  e* 
machind,  Korea,  of  course,  will  have  no  choice 
but  to  be  complacent. 

The  Chosen  Shimpo  (a  Japanese  paper  at 
Ninsen)  of  the  2nd  instant,  just  to  hand,  does 
not  contain  any  statement  touching  the  despatch 
of  troops  either  from  China  or  Japan.  It  seems, 
therefore,  that  at  that  date  not  even  the  vaguest 
rumour  on  the  subject  had  reached  Ninsen. 
On  the  contrary,  our  contemporary  states  that 
the  project  of  applying  for  the  armed  aid  of  a 
foreign  Power  had  been  rejected  by  the  Soul 
Cabinet,  and  that  the  policy  of  conciliating  the 
insurgents  by  punishing  the  principal  local 
officials  of  the  disturbed  districts  had  been 
adopted.  In  furtherance  of  this  policy,  a  Royal 
Proclamation  was  issued,  in  which  the  king 
acknowledges  that  the  local  officials  had 
been  guilty  of  the  grossest  form  of  mis- 
government,  and  that  in  view  of  this  circum- 
stance the  discontent  of  the  people  is  not  un- 
reasonable. He  promises  to  deal  properly  with 
the  culpable  officials,  and  orders  the  insurgents 
to  go  home  in  peace  and  resume  their  respec- 
tive occupations.  Should  they  refuse  to  obey 
the  King's  gracious  order,  they  are  told  that 
they  will  be  abandoned  to  the  fate  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  the  land. 

As  to  the  intentions  of  the  Togaku-to  insur- 
gents, the  Chosen  Shimpo  is  inclined  to  believe 
that  their  plan  is  not  to  march  upon  the  capital 


but  merely  to  wreak  vengeance  upon  their  local 
oppressors.  They  are  said  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  troops  sent  against  them  from  Soul  and 
the  militia  of  the  locality.  Against  the  former, 
they  are  reported  to  have  declared  that  they  will 
not  fight,  since  they  are  the  King's  troops.  That, 
however,  is  believed  by  our  contemporary  to  be 
a  mere  pretext  to  avoid  a  collision  that  might  be 
disastrous  to  the  development  of  their  plans.  At 
all  events,  up  to  the  above  mentioned  date  June 
2nd,  the  so-called  victories  of  the  insurgents  had 
been  gained,  according  to  the  Chosen  Shimpo, 
not  over  the  regular  troops  despatched  from 
Soul  but  over  the  local  militia.  With  reference 
to  this  topic,  however,  correspondenta  of  Japan- 
ese papers  state  that  the  regular  troops,  are  so 
afraid  of  coming  into  direct  contact  with  the  re- 
bels, that  they  always  manage  to  keep  in  thu  rear, 
leaving  the  van  to  the  local  militia,  and  that  they 
are  the  first  to  fly  whenever  the  fortune  of  war 
turns  against  their  side.  As  to  the  strength  of 
the  rebels,  the  Chosen  Shimpo  states  that, 
although  their  numbers  are  put,  even  in  official 
reports,  at  several  tens  of  thousands,  a  traveller 
just  returned  from  the  disaffected  districts 
estimates  their  actual  strength  at  about  5,000. 

Concerning  the  attitude  of  the  Togaku-to  to- 
ward foreigners,  various  reports  are  circulated. 
Some  say  that  the  expulsion  of  foreigners  con- 
stitutes one  of  their  objects.  But  the  truth 
appears  to  be  that  the  rebels  are  not  actuated 
by  any  anti-foreign  sentiment.  That  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  a  certain  Japanese  was  suf- 
fered to  sojourn  in  the  rebel  districts  without 
any  molestation  for  several  months.  Another 
instance  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Koreans 
in  the  rebel  districts  toward  Japanese  is  reported 
by  the  Ninsen  paper.  At  a  place  called  Kosan, 
in  Zenrado,  several  Japanese  merchants  were 
staying  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  pre- 
sent disturbance.  An  old  woman  called  upon 
one  of  them  and  advised  him  and  his  friends 
to  leave  the  place  instantly,  saying  that  the  vil- 
lagers had  decided  to  kill  them  if  they  lingered 
there  any  longer.  This  advice  may  have  been 
well  meant,  but  the  old  dame's  story  about  the 
villagers  was  a  pure  fiction.  On  learning  what 
she  had  said  about  them,  the  villagers  were 
highly  incensed  against  her,  and  in  order 
to  convince  the  Japanese  sojourners  of  their 
unaltered  friendship  towards  them,  the  people 
of  the  place  decided  to  expel  the  old  woman 
from  the  village.  This  decision  was  executed 
in  a  curious  manner.  On  the  back  of  the 
unfortunate  woman  was  strapped  a  drum 
which  the  villagers  struck,  snouting  at  the 
top  of  their  voices  that  the  old  lady  was  not  to 
be  allowed  thereafter  to  visit  any  of  the  houses 
in  the  village.  In  this  manner,  the  procession 
had  nearly  reached  the  limits  61  the  village, 
when  the  Japanese  merchants,  taking  pity  on 
the  old  woman,  prevailed  upon  the  villagers  to 
re-admit  her  into  their  community.  The  inci- 
dent isisaid  to  have  materially  promoted  friendly 
intercourse  between  the  Japanese  traders  and 
the  Korean  population. 

The  capture  of  the  stronghold  at  Zenshu  by 
the  rebels,  about  which  telegraphic  intelligence 
was  published  a  few  days  ago,  is  described 
by  the  Chosen  Shimpo  in  some  detail.  The 
officer  in  command  of  the  garrison  at  Zenshu, 
aware  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  force  at  his  dis- 
posal, issued  a  proclamation  calling  upon  the 
militia  of  the  district  to  repair  to  the  barracks. 
This  was  immediately  responded  to  by  the 
militia  who  began  to  arrive  in  groups  of  thirty 
to  forty.  One  day  inhere  arrived  a  party  of  150 
militia.  They  were  admitted  into  the  barracks 
by  the  commanding  officer  without  any  suspi- 
cision.  Shortly  afterwards  a  large  body  of 
troops,  including  the  above  mentioned  militia 
party  of  150,  was  despatched  from  the  gar- 
rison to  attack  the  rebel  forces  at  Chojo. 
This  was  on  the  31st  ultimo.  On  their  way, 
the  Government  troops  were  met  by  the  rebels, 
and,  at  a  given  signal,  the  militia  separated  to 
the  right  and  left  and  turned  upon  their  late 
comrades.  Attacked  on  three  sides,  the  Go- 
vernment troops  were  soon  put  to  fPsrht,  about 
400  of  them  being  killed  The  victorious  re- 
bels at  once  marched  upon  ihe  stronghold  at 
Zenshu,  and  carried  a  without  much  difficulty. 


June  16,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WRKKT.Y  MAIL 


725 


This  was  llie  first  decisive  victory  obtained  by 
the  rebels  over  the  regular  troops.  The  fort  at 
Zenshu  is  compared  to  the  Castle  of  Kuma- 
moto  at  the  time  of  the  Satsuma  Rebellion. 
Its  fall  may  he  said  to  have  opened  for  the  re- 
bels an  easy  route  to  the  capital.  The  news  of 
this  disastrous  event  is  said  to  have  caused  in- 
tense excitement  in  Soul.  The  Chosen  Shimpo 
says  that  the  soldiers  in  the  capital  actually 
cried  with  fear  and  consternation.  Great 
efforts  are  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  Ko- 
rean Government  to  prevent  the  news  of  the 
Zenshu  affair  from  reaching  the  ears  of  Japan- 
ese newspaper  correspondents. 

A  telegram  received  in  Tokyo  from  Soul, 
dated  the  8th  instant,  says  that  the  Government 
troops  marched  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  against 
the  rebel  camp  at  Chojo.  The  lebels  evacuated 
the  place  without  offering  any  resistance,  and 
joined  the  garrison  at  Zenshu.  The  Govern- 
ment troops  at  once  marched  upon  the  latter 
place  and  challenged  the  garrison  to  fight,  but 
the  rebels  declined  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the 
works. 

The  boarding  of  the  steamship  Kan-yo  by 
the  rebels  has  already  been  briefly  noticed.  A 
detailed  report  is  published  for  the  first  time 
by  the  Chosen  Shimpo.  On  the  8th  ultimo, 
this  vessel  left  Ninsen  with  Government  troops, 
together  with  another  steamship,  the  Soryu,  and 
the  Chinese  war  vessel  Hei-yen.  After  the  troops 
had  been  landed  at  Gensan,  the  vessel  was 
despatched  to  Hosei  to  ship  some  tribute 
rice.  She  had  on  board  a  revenue  official  named 
Tei  Manki,  whose  tyrannous  conduct  was  well 
known  in  that  part  of  the  country.  When  the 
ship  arrived  at  Hosei,  a  messenger  came  on 
board  requesting  the  captain  (a  Japanese)  to 
repair  at  once  to  the  office  of  the  local  magis- 
trate. During  his  absence,  the  ship  was  boarded 
by  about  300  Togaku-to  adherents.  They  de- 
manded the  delivery  of  the  hated  official  Tei, 
but  the  crew  (Japanese)  said  that  he  was  not 
on  board.  The  rebels  at  once  secured  the 
crew  and,  searching  the  ship,  found  Tei  hiding 
among  the  coals.  He  and  another  official, 
Kim  Shin-ya,  were  secured  with  straw  ropes, 
and  taken  ashore.  Tei  was  then  bound  on 
the  back  of  a  horse  with  his  face  upwards. 
It  is  believed  that  he  was  shot  in  that  position 
while  on  the  way  to  Kan-pei,  the  head-quarters 
of  the  rebels. .  As  to  Kim,  it  is  expected  that,  as 
he  has  not  done  anything  to  excite  the  hatred  of 
the  people,  he' will  be  released  from  captivity. 
The  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  had  been  enticed 
away,  returned  soon  afterwards,  and  the  ship  at 
once  left  the  port  in  the  direction  of  Gun-san. 
The  Japanese  crew  who  were  seized  by  the  re- 
bels, are  said  to  have  been  left  on  board,  but 
they  were  severely  beaten  for  having  attempted 
to  conceal  Tei. 

The  Yushin  Nippo  of  Kobe  contains  an  ac- 
count of  an  interview  that  a  writer  on  its  staff 
had  with  Mr.  Ogawa  Morishige,  a  consular 
clerk  at  Ninsen,  who  arrived  at  Kobe  on  the  8th 
instant  en  route  for  Tokyo.  Concerning  the 
origin  of  the  present  disturbance  in  Korea,  Mr. 
Ogawa  declared  it  erroneous  to  suppose  the 
affair  a  rising  of  the  Togaku-to.  True,  the 
Togaku-to  had  joined  the  insurgents  and  might 
now  constitute  the  backbone  of  the  rebel  forces. 
But  at  the  outset  the  disturbance — as  already 
stated  in  these  columns — was  a  rising  of  the 
peasants  of  Zenro-do  against  their  local  officials. 
The  Governor  of  the  province,  Kim  Bungen, 
and  a  few  other  principal  functionaries  had  long 
been  notorious  for  rapacity  and  cruelty.  On 
several  occasions  their  removal  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  petitions  to  the  Government  in 
Soul.  The  latter,  finally  recognizing  the  j  ustice 
of  these  prayers,  was  considering  the  advisability 
of  removing  the  unpopular  officials,  when  the 
people  of  the  province  suddenly  rose  en  masse 
against  their  oppressors,  who  at  once  fled,  their 
subordinates  joining  the  insurgents,  as  did  also 
the  Togaku-to  malcontents.  The  original  object 
of  the  rebels  was  simply  to  get  rid  of  the  ob- 
noxious officials  and  secure  a  better  local  ad- 
ministration. They  evidently  had  no  thought 
ef  marching  upon  the  capital,  and  if  they  are 
now  doing  so,  the  fact,  according  to  Mr,  Ogawa, 


must  be  attributed  to  the  Togaku-to  dements 
among  them. 

It  was  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant  that 
Mr.  Ogawa  left  Ninsen  by  the  he  Jlfaru.  By 
that  date,  the  provinces  of  Zenra  and  Chusei 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Ru- 
mours of  the  despatch  of  troops  from  China 
being  in  circulation,  he  called  at  the  Chinese 
Consulate  to  ascertain  their  truth,  but  the  Con- 
sul having  gone  to  Soul,  no  information  was 
obtainable.  By  the  time  of  Mr.  Ogawa's  de- 
parture, however,  it  was  definitely  known  that 
China  had  decided  to  send  troops.  Everything 
was  quietat  Ninsen  when  Mr.  Ogawa  left  that 
place.  The  provinces  now  in  the  rebels'  pos- 
session being  the  most  important  localities  for 
Japanese  trade,  the  disturbance,  if  it  continue 
long,  must  seriously  affect  the  Japanese  mer- 
chants in  Korea. 

According  to  correspondence  received  in 
Tokyo  on  the  nth  instant  and  published  by 
the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  the  invitation  to 
China  to  send  troops  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing the  insurrection  was  conveyed  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Min  Eishun.  The  pro- 
ceeding is  reported  to  have  caused  widespread 
discontent  among  officials  in  Soul,  and  Min 
Eishun  incurred  still  greater  unpopularity  on 
receipt  of  the  news  that  Japan  also  was  about 
to  despatch  troops.  The  same  correspondence 
states  that  Koreans  who  had  been  disposed  to 
regard  Japan  with  contempt,  were  beginning  to 
entertain  very  different  feelings  since  the  arrival 
of  a  Japanese  naval  squadron  at  Ninsen.  The 
Korean  Government  is  said  to  be  taking  great 
pains  to  assure  the  foreign  Ministers  that  the 
rebels  were  defeated  on  the  6th  instant  and  that 
their  leaders  have  already  been  beheaded,  the 
object  of  such  representations  being  to  defer 
the  entrance  of  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  troops 
into  Soul. 

According  to  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun,  the 
Viceroy  Li  is  said  to  have  given  notice  to  the 
Japanese  Government,  through  the  Japanese 
Consul  at  Tientsin,  that  the  dispatch  of  troops 
(numbering  about  1,500)  to  Korea  was  in  con- 
sequence of  Korea's  request;  that  this  force 
would  be  landed  at  Gasan,  whence  it  would  at 
once  proceed  to  Zenra-do  ;  that  as  soon  as  the 
insurrection  should  have  been  suppressed,  the 
troops  would  be  immediately  shipped  home, 
without  even  suffering  them  to  go  to  Soul.  Our 
contemporary  adds  that  these  troops  landed  on 
the  8th  instant,  and  that  no  further  re-inforce- 
mentsseem  to  have  been  sent  by  China. 

As  to  the  Korean  troops  at  Soul,  their  total 
strength  is  put  at  about  6,000.  But  it  being 
customary  for  Korean  commanders  to  compile 
false  reports  of  the  number  of  troops  under  them 
so  as  to  put  in  their  own  pockets  the  allowances 
made  on  account  of  these  imaginary  soldiers, 
the  real  force  in  the  capital  is  supposed  to  be 
about  4,000. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Okamoto  Ryunosuke,  who 
was  supposed  to  have  joined  the  rebels,  the 
Mainichi  Shimbun  states  that  he  is  at  present 
staying  at  Ninsen,  and  that  all  such  conjectures 
about  him  are  false.  Concerning  "General 
Shimazu  "  too,  it  is  now  believed  that  he  is  not 
a  son  of  the  late  Prince  Shimazu  Hisamitsu,  but 
a  second  son  of  Count  Shimazu.  At  the  time  of 
the  Satsuma  Rebellion,  he  was  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Machida  Keijiro.  Just  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  he  returned  from 
England,  where  he  had  passed  some  years.  At 
the  head  of  the  former  retainers  of  his  father 
(Clan  of  Sadowara),  he  joined  Saigo.  It  was 
originally  supposed  that  he  died  with  his  leader 
at  Shiroyama,  but  the  papers  now  seem  inclined 
to  believe  that  he  escaped  to  Korea  and  is  at 
present  directing  the  Togaku-to  rebels. 

According  to  latest  correspondence  from 
Soul,  the  following  notice  is  said  to  have  been 
posted  at  the  four  gates  of  the  capital : — "  On 
the  22nd  April  (Korean  Calendar)  the  insur- 
gents were  surprised  at  Kanpei  by  the  Govern- 
ment troops.  More  than  twenty  of  them  were 
killed  and  the  rest  took  to  flight.  The  two 
leaders  of  the  rebels,  Tei  and  Sai,  were  overtaken 
and  captured  alive.  The  rebels,  trembling  with 
fear,  are  dispersing  in  large  numbers  by  day  and 


by  night.  In  a  few  days  the  ominous  clouds  over- 
hanging Zenshu  will  be  entirely  swept  away." 

It  is  believed  that  this  notice  is  a  device  of  the 
Korean  Government'!  to  bide  the  defeat  of  its 
troops  by  the  rebels  and  also  prevent  the  coming 
of  foreign  forces  to  Soul. 

The  same  correspondence  confirms  the  report 
that  the  invitation  addressed  to  China  to  send 
troops  for  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  is 
severely  criticised  by  a  large  section  of  Korean 
officialdom.  The  foreign  diplomatists  in  Soul 
are  also  said  to  be  opposed  to  the  step  taken  by 
China. 

The  public  at  first  understood  that  the  troops 
despatched  to  Korea  constituted  a  regiment 
(Renlai)  only,  but  it  has  now  been  authorita- 
tively announced  that  they  form  a  Corps 
d'Armee  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  complete  force  con- 
sisting of  infantry,  artillery,  engineers,  and 
cavalry  is  due  proportions,  making  in- all  some 
5,000  men,  we  believe.  These  troops  were 
drawn  from  the  Garrison  of  Hiroshima,  and  the 
command  has  fallen  upon  Major-General  Oshi- 
ma  Yoshimasa,  Commander  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
at  Hiroshima.  The  ships  conveying  the  troops 
arrived  at  Ninsen  at  break  of  day  on  the  12th 
instant,  and  the  landing  is  said  to  have  been  at 
once  commenced. 

Together  with  the  above  little  army,  there 
was  despatched  a  party  of  gendarmes  selected 
from  those  stationed  in  Kumamoto  and  Hiro- 
shima. 

In  connection  with  the  despatch  of  troops  to 
Korea,  it  has  been  decided  to  establish  the  fol- 
lowing temporary  offices  at  Shimonoseki  :— 

1.  — Military  Depot. 

2.  — -Commanding  Office  of  the  Military  Quar- 
leis  and  the  Anchorage. 

3.  — Ordnance  Bureau. 

4.  — Office  in  Charge  of  Warehouses  and  Goods. 
These  offices  are  to  be  opened  from  the  16th 
instant.  They  have  been  placed  under  the 
charge  of  Army  Inspector  Aoyagi,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sena,  and  Paymaster  Noma,  respectively. 

According  to  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  a  report  has 
been  received  in  Tokyo  from  Tientsin  to  the 
effect  that  the  Viceroy  Li  has  issued  orders  for 
the  equipment  of  sixteen  vessels  to  transport 
troops  to  Korea.  It  is  added  that  these  vessels 
will  leave  for  their  destination  so  soon  as  the 
necessary  preparations  are  completed.  Our 
contemporary  evidently  entertains  no  doubt  as 
to  the  authenticity  of  this  information,  and  cal- 
culates that,  at  the  rate  of  500  troops  per  vessel, 
the  sixteen  transports  will  be  able  to  carry  8,000 
men.  With  the  arrival  of  these  troops  the 
Chinese  forces  in  Korea  will  aggregate  about 
10,000.  The  Jiji,  as  well  as  several  other 
papers  in  Tokyo,  state  that  the  Viceroy  has  been 
alarmed  and  surprised  at  the  promptitude  and 
decision  displayed  by  the  Japanese  Government. 
The  Chinese  statesman  seems  to  have  thought 
that  Japan  would  not  send  any  armed  force  to 
Korea  and  to  have  been  much  perturbed  by  the 
news  that  she  had  despatched  a  comparatively 
large  body  of  troops. 

It  is  rumoured,  according  to  a  telegram  re- 
ceived from  Ninsen  on  the  13th  instant,  that 
about  10,000  Chinese  troops,  transported  by 
more  than  ten  Chinese  war-vessels,  arrived 
there  on  the  same  day.  This  report  is  regard- 
ed with  suspicion,  for  it  is  incredible  that  China 
could  have  been  so  quick  in  mobilizing  such  a 
large  force.  Probably  the  story  is  mere  conjec- 
ture based,  as  the  Jiji  suggests,  on  the  Tientsin 
telegram  mentioned  above,  with  reference  to 
preparations  for  the  despatch  of  additional 
troops. 

The  first  batch  of  Chinese  troops  (about  1,000 
strong)  which  landed  at  A  »;ui  (Gasan  as  pro- 
nounced by  the  Japanese),  is  believed  to  be 
lying  inactive,  awaiting  impatiently  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements.  Its  inaction  is  also  attribut- 
ed to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  Korean 
Government,  which  is  supposed  to  have  long 
since  represented  that  it  invited  China's  aid  to 
put  down  the  insurrection. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Japanese  forces 
under  Major-General  Oshima,  a  party  of  Japan- 
ese marines  is  said  to  have  landed  at  Ninsen  on 
the  8th  instant  and  entered  Soul  the  following 
day,  escorting  thither  the  Japanese  Representa- 
tive, Mr.  Otori.    These  marines  are  probably 
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quartered  in  Soul,  for  no  information  of  their 
withdrawal  has  yet  been  received. 

According  to  a  latter  from  Soul,  dated  the 
30th  ultimo,  the  Korean  Government  had  at 
that  time,  decided  to  detach  about  500  of  the 
Chhun-chhon  garrison  in  the  province  of  Kang- 
W6n-do  for  the  purpose  of  re-inforcing  the 
army  fighting  the  rebels. 

The  manifesto  issued  by  the  logaku-to  in- 
surgents to  their  countrymen  has  already  been 
breifly  noticed  in  these  columns.  It  was  re- 
ported that  a  project  exists  among  the  rebel 
leaders  to  forward  a  circular  to  the  different 
foreign  Powers  declaring  the  objects  for  which 
they  have  risen  against  the  Government  at  Soul. 

The  family  grave-yard  of  the  Mins  at 
Yong-in  in  Kyong-kwi-do  is  to  said  have  been 
desecrated  by  some  people,  evidently  friends 
of  the  rebels.  On  the  26th  instant,  the  graves 
of  the  Queen's  father,  and  her  real  and  adopted 
mothers,  were  opened,  and  the  bones,  having 
been  made  into  a  bundle,  were  hung  to  the 
branch  of  a  tree,  from  which  was  also  suspended 
a  piece  of  paper  with  two  ideographs  (the  bones 
of  barn-door  fowls)  inscribed  on  it.  The  Mins 
were  naturally  much  incensed  at  this,  and 
strenuous  efforts  have  been  ordered  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  offenders.  As  to  the  bones, 
they  were  re-buried,  not  in  the  original  graves, 
but  at  Po-nyong  in  Chhung-chhong-do.  About 
the  death  of  the  Queen's  real  mother,  which  took 
place  some  16  years  ago,  there  is  a  curious 
story.  One  night  she  lit  an  unusually  large 
candle  which  suddenly  exploded  and  badly  in- 
jured her  in  the  face  and  throat,  finally  causing 
her  death.  Suspicion  pointed  to  the  Tai  Won- 
kun  and  his  faction,  deadly  enemies  of  the  Min 
family,  as  the  authors  of  the  outrage,  and  great 
excitement  and  confusion  prevailed  at  the  time 
in  Soul.   But  the  mystery  was  never  elucidated. 

The  Tokyo  papers  circulate  a  rumour  that 
England  has  decided  to  send  a  large  force  to 
Korea  to  protect  her  Legation  and  nationals  in 
that  country,  in  the  event  of  any  serious  emer- 
gency. 

The  Toho  Kyokai  (Oriental  Association)  has 
despatched  Mr.  Fukumoto  Nakato  to  Korea 
to  watch  the  course  of  events  there.  Should 
things  assume  a  graver  aspect,  it  is  said  that 
the  Association  will  send  a  man  of  sufficient 
eminence  and  ability  to  associate  on  terms  of 
equality  with  the  Representatives  of  England, 
Russia,  and  China.  The  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  are  said  to  desire  that 
Mr.  Otori,  ex-Minister  to  Korea,  who  has  just 
returned  from  Europe  should  undertake  the  task. 

Messrs.  Toyama  Mitsuru,  Endo  Hidekage, 
and  Yagihara  Shigetada,  leader  of  soshi  asso- 
ciations, are  said  to  be  daily  holding  confer- 
ences about  the  Korean  question.  The  men 
under  the  leadership  of  these  persons  belong 
to  a  different  type,  from  ordinary  soshi.  The 
latter  are  nothing  better  than  mere  mercenaries, 
but  the  former  are  a  set  of  desperadoes  ready  to 
go  "  through  fire  and  water,"  as  the  Japanese 
saying  is,  at  the  command  of  their  leaders. 
Their  interference  might  soon  set  smouldering 
embers  a-blaze. 


that  stone  will)  disgust?  They  picked  it  up,  ex- 
amined and  smelt  il  but  could  find  nothing 
peculiar  about  it.  Whereupon  they  broke  it  in  two 
pieces  and  found  it  contained  a  dead  crab  !  The 
foreigner  could  smell  that  crab  through  all  that 
thickness  of  stone  !  It  was  evident  he  had  come 
to  the  country  to  hunt  for  precious  minerals  and 
his  wonderful  powers  would  show  him  wheie  they 
were  to  be  found.  There  and  then  they  laised 
the    hue  and    cry  and   drove  the  foreigner  out 
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It  is  rumoured  that  the  Viceroy  Liu  will  re- 
main another  term  of  three  years  at  Nanking,  the 
Emperor  having  signified  his  satisfaction  at  the 
way  in  which  the  Viceroy  has  been  administer- 
ing the  Liangkiang  provinces. 

Incidentally  to  a  description  of  a  visit  to 
Tahaisan,  a  rocky  islet  in  the  Poyang  Lake,  a 
correspondent  of  the  North  China  Daily  News 
relates  the  following  :— 

While  sitting  on  a  rock  we  were  joined  by  some 
respectably  dressed  Hunanese  and  talked  upon 
many  subjects.  One  man  told  me  an  occurrence 
which  resulted  in  some  kind  of  riot  in  Hunan.  I 
do  not  remember  where  this  is  said  to  have  oc- 
curred, but  it  gives  a  glimpse  from  behind  the 
scene  of  how  "  missionary  "  riots  sometimes  ori- 
ginate and  show  how  entirely  blameless  are  the  mis- 
sionaries. Hisstory  wassubstantially  as  follows.  A 
foreigner  accompanied  by  some  coolies  carrying  Ins 
baggage  put  up  at  an  inn  in  Hunan.  While  there 
lie  picked  up  a  stone  lying  about,  smelt  it,  and  then 
threw  it  away.  This  appeared  to  be  a  very  sus- 
picious affair,  why  should  a  foreigner  throw  away 


bag  and  baggage.  So  the  story.  We  wer 
conversing  with  entire  strangers,  and  the  native 
related  this  to  confirm  a  statement  he  had  just 
made  that  foreigners  had  this  extraordinary  power 
to  see  and  know  where  precious  stones  were  to  be 
found.  Your  correspondent  has  frequently  been 
accused  of  extracting  dogs  and  horses  of  gold  from 
the  mountains,  and  stealing  them.  Even  on  this 
trip  while  anchored  I  overheard  some  natives  say- 
ing that  we  were  there  to  capture  a  valuable  white 
horse  which  roamed  the  hills.  They  said  it  had 
been  seen  by  many  but  only  we  could  capture  it. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  North  China 
Daily  News : — 

With  reference  to  the  reported  insurrection  in 
Kirin,  or  Central  Manchuiia,  a  notice  of  which 
appeared  in  these  columns  recently,  it  was  at  first 
thought  that  this  was  the  result  of  the  traders' 
strike  last  autumn  in  the  prefecture  of  Ch'ang- 
ts'unfu,  occasioned  by  new  arrangements  of  the 
likin  service  and  the  severe  punishments  suggested 
by  the  Military  Governor,  or,  as  he  is  sometimes 
termed,  the  "  Tartar-General."  Ch'ang  Shun.  It 
now  transpires,  however,  that  the  insurrection  in 
question  arose  from  the  local  authorities  attempting 
to  collect  full  land  and  poll  taxes  from  ground 
which  liad  become  little  more  than  bare  waste,  the 
scene  of  the  troubles  being  some  hundred  miles  or 
so  distant  from  the  city  of   Kirin,  at  a  place  or 
mountainous  tract  of  land  called  Maoerhahan  or 
Cap  hill.     Nearly  1 1,000  insurgents  are  reported 
lo  be  in  arms,  a  large  portion  of  whom  are  acknow- 
ledged to  possess  breech-loading  guns,  and  who 
have  defeated  the  Imperialists  with  great  slaughter 
in  several  engagements.    The  flag  under  which 
the    insurgents    fight    is    a    large    red  squaie 
one  with  the  words.     "  The  mandarins  compel 
the  people  lo  rebel,"  inscribed  in  white  on  it. 
This  motto  of  couise  explains  the  whole  story,  and 
it  was  the  news  of  this  movement  which  hastened 
the  departure  recently  of  H.E.  Ting  An  from  the 
side  of  H.E.  Li  Hung-chaug  with  whom  thefoimer 
was  associated  as  joint  inspector  of  the  defences  of 
the  Gulf  of  Pechili— it  being  important  for  this 
official  in  his  capacity  of  High  Commissioner  of 
Defence  of  the  North-eastern  provinces  to  hurry 
to   Kirin  lo  direct  operations  against  the  insur- 
gent rustics.     As  a  good  deal  of  the  lenitory 
which  is  now  resisting  the  mandarins  lies  in  the 
Mongolian  section  of  Aokhan  it  is  surmised  that 
the  Mongols  are  also  implicated  in  the  rising.  It 
will  perhaps  be  remembered  that  in  the  insurrec- 
tion of  the  winter  of  1892,  at  Chaoyang,  which 
also  spread  to  this  section,  the  Mongols  suffered 
severely  at  the  hands  of  the  savage  Chinese  insur- 
gent sectaries,   and  lo  prolecl  themselves  in  the 
future  against  Chinese  squatters,  the  Peking  go- 
vernment at  the  piayer  of  the  Princes  of  Aokhan 
and  Nainan,  granted  a  quantity  of  new  arms  of 
precision  to  the  Mongol  ti  ibesmen  there.  This  would 
account  for  the  report  that  the  present  insurgents 
are  well-armed  with  breechloaders  which,  with  their 
superior  numbers,  have  enabled  them  to  almost 
decimate  the  Imperialists  who  have  so  far  been 
sent  against  them,  especially  since  the  insurgents 
have  been  reinforced  by    some  1,500  mounted 
banditti  composed  of  disbanded  soldiery  whose 
breechloaders  (obtained  it  is  claimed  from  Russian 
territoiy)  have  kept  .at  bay  for  many  years  the 
military  sent  by  repeated  Governors  to  crush  them. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  kind  of  discipline 
ruling  among  Chinese  troops,  the  Nanking  cor- 
respondent of  the  North-China  Daily  News 
describes  the  following  incident  that  recently  oc- 
curred at  a  drill  parade  there  :— "  In  the  midst 
of  the  exercises  three  men  concluded  to  return 
the  barracks.  The  officer  remonstrated,  but 
without  effect.  He  then  proceeded  to  use  force, 
striking  the  men  with  his  cane,  when  several 
other  soldiers  sprang  from  the  ranks  and  seized 
his  cane.  The  end  of  it  was  that  the  men  went 
their  way  in  peace, 

The  Peking  Gazette  contains  the  following 
account  of  an  earthquake  concerning  which  no 
news  had  previously  reached  us  : — 

T'ao  Muh,  Governor  of  the  New  Dominion, 
states  that  he  has  received  a  report  from  Liu  J«n 
Chuan,  Sub-prefect  of  K'uch'e,  to  the  effect  that 
on  the  171I1  of  December,  1893,  at  6  o'clock  in  the 
morning  that  sub  prefectural  city  was  suddenly 
visited  by  an  earthquake,  the  shocks  being  so  severe 


that  the  whole  city  swayed  in  a  most  alarming  and 
unspeakable  manner.  More  than  ten  shocks  were 
felt  on  thai  day,  and  continued  daily  for  ten  days, 
until  the  27th  of  that  month,  when  the  shocks 
ceased.  An  examination  of  the  condition  of  the 
city  itself,  suburbs,  and  surrounding  villages,  re- 
vealed several  large  rents  in  the  city  walls  and 
gaps  in  the  body  of  the  city.  On  the  walls,  the 
watch  towers  and  bastions,  and  inside  the  walls, 
the  yamins  of  the  sub  prefect,  gaol  warden,  and 
Captain-commandant  of  the  residentary  garrison, 
barracks,  various  temples,  charily  schools,  gaols, 
Imperial  courier  posts,  official  inns,  granaries  ord- 
nance storehouses  and  telegraph  office,  were  after 
the  earthquake,  either  partially  or  totally  demo- 
lished. The  palace  of  the  Mohammedan  piince 
of  K'uch'e,  and  Grand  Fiiday  Mosque  (Mesjid) 
are  now  more  than  half  in  ruins,  whilst  many  of 
the  houses  of  ihe  people  inside  the  city  walls,  in  the 
suburbs  or  outer  walls  and  surrounding  villages, 
were  no  exception  to  the  general  devastation, 
those  in  the  northern  direction  having  suffered 
most  sevei  ely.  Five  hundred  and  fifty-six  houses 
belonging  lo  the  people  were  totally  destroyed  and 
nine  persons  buried  in  the  ruins.  Of  those  par- 
tially hurt  there  were  thirty-three  in  all,  etc. 

Mr.  N.  R.  O'Conor,  H.B.M.'s  Minister  to 
Peking,  left  Chefoo  for  Peking  on  the  7th 
of  June. 

Here  is  a  suggestive  item  from  the  Peking 
and  Tientsin  Times  :—"  The  Viceroy,  we  hear, 
spent  three  hours  on  board  H.M.S.  Centurion 
examining  carefully  her  armament  and  equip- 
ment in  which  he  expressed  much  interest, 
having  been  informed  that  the  English  were 
now  incapable  of  building  ships  or  making 
cannon." 

Large  tracts  of  land  in  the  north  of  China 
are  pronounced  useless  by  the  Chinese  on  ac- 
count of  their  alkalinity.  The  surface  of  such 
lands  is  covered,  during  the  dry  time  of  the  year, 
with  a  white  incrustation  of  salts.  This  has  been 
analysed  by  a  foreign  expert  and  found  to  con- 
sist of  chloride  of  sodium  (common  salt),  23.8 
per  cent.,  carbonate  of  sodium  (soda),  12.4,  and 
sulphate  of  sodium  (Glauber's  salt),  63.8.  This 
expert,  writing  in  the  North-China  Daily  News, 
says  : — 

Judging  from  the  above,  there  appears  of  be  an 
abundance  of  sodium  sulphate  in  some  patts  of 
China  which  may  become  valuable  some  lime  or 
other,  when  with  the  introduction  of  foreign  indus- 
tries, such  as  the  manufacture  of  glass  and  soap,  a 
gi eater  demand  is  created  for  this  chemical  sub- 
stance than  exists  at  present.  As  is  well  known,  the 
carbonate  of  soda,  on  which  the  industries  just  men- 
tioned are  largely  dependent,  is  mostly  obtained 
by  what  is  called  the  Le  Blanc  process,  viz.,  con- 
verting the  sodium  chloride  into  the  sulphate  by 
means  of  sulphuric  acid  and  heating  the  sodium 
sulphate  thus  obtained  with  coal  and  limestone. 
By  using  the  raw  material  found  in  China  the  first 
step  of  the  process  described,  i.e.  the  production  of 
the  sulphate  of  sodium  from  common  salt  by  means 
of  sulphuric  acid,  could  be  dispensed  with,  which 
doubtless  would  mean  a  considerable  saving  of 
fuel  and  labour.  As  there  is  plenty  of  limestone 
and  coal  in  many  places,  all  the  materials  wanted 
are  possessed  in  abundance.  This,  in  addition  lo 
the  cheapness  of  labour,  makes  it  not  improbable 
that  at  some  time  or  other  China  will  become  one 
of  the  chief  producing  countries  of  soda. 

The  plain  speaking  of  the  Chinese  Emperor  is 
sometimes  quite  delightful.  Witness  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Peking  Gazette: — 

To-day  Chao  Yii  and  Cheng  Ying  presented 
memorials  asking  to  be  allowed  extra  leave  of 
absence.  As  these  two  bear  the  office  of  Assistant 
Chamberlains,  it  is  their  duty  to  be  diligent  in 
their  work  and  ever  on  the  look  out.  Instead  of 
this,  however,  Chao  Yd  went  so  far  last  year  as  to 
ask  for  over  two  hundred  days'  leave  of  absence 
during  twelve  months,  while  Cheng  Ying  was 
absent  over  sixty  days.  This  shows  that  they  aie 
lazy  and  addicted  to  steal  lepose.  We  therefoie 
command  that  Chao  Yii  be  deprived  of  Ins  office 
and  be  ordered  lo  return  to  his  Banner  and  do 
duty  there,  while  Cheng  be  turned  over  to  the 
Boards  for  the  determination  of  a  penalty.  Again, 
the  various  yamens  for  the  past  few  months  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  applying  for  sick  leave  so 
often  that  there  hardly  passes  a  day  but  that  some 
such  memorials  are  presented  on  that  plea,  so  that 
when  either  the  Empress- Dowager  or  ourselves 
have  occasion  to  go  out,  the  ranks  of  those  who 
have  lo  stand  in  line  at  the  Palace  gates  are 
generally  sparse  and  thin,  which  is  an  absurd 
state  of  things.  We  would  therefore  warn  all  to 
be  more  alert  and  upon  their  good  behaviour,  and 
promise  that  if  any  more  similar  conduct  be  brought 
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to  our  notice  llie  penalties  will  he  vei  y  seveie  ami 
110  leniency  shown. 

The  Viceroy  Li  showed  remarkable  strength 
and  endurance  on  his  recent  tour  of  inspection. 
The  Peking  and  Tientsin  Times  says  : — 

H.E.  the  Viceroy,  despite  his  years,  entered 
into  the  arduous  task  of  inspection  with  heart  and 
soul  and  with  liis  proverbial  eneigy;  lie  enquned 
into  the  minutest  details  and  nothing  escaped  his 
penetrating  observation,  How  H.E.,  consider- 
ing his  age,  could  have  undergone  for  twenty- 
one  days  such  an  amount  of  hardship,  haidly 
taking  any  rest,  and  return  in  the  best  of 
health,  is  surprising  and  rouses  the  admit  ation  of 
the  beholder  ;  only  the  strongest  remonstrances  on 
the  pad  of  his  medical  adviseis  could  induce  him 
to  take  test.  But  H.E.  may  be  proud  indeed  of 
the  herculean  woilc  created  in  so  shot  t  a  time  by 
his  initiative  and  supervision,  and  well  pleased  he 
seemed  on  beholding  the  fine  fleet,  the  efficient 
ai  my,  the  poweiful  coast  defences  and  tailway; 
and  he  is  sine  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  his  able 
co-adjutors,  both  Chinese  and  foreign." 

On  liis  way  back  to  Tientsin  the  Viceroy 
travelled  over  the  railway  from  Shanhaikuan  to 
Tientsin,  inspecting  all  the  bridges  and  build- 
ings minutely.  The  journey  of  180  miles  was 
performed  in  10  hours,  and  the  Viceroy  ex- 
pressed entire  approval  with  everything  he  saw. 
The  North  China  Daily  News  declares,  "  on  the 
highest  authority,"  that  the  cost  of  the  line  for 
engineering  and  rolling  stock,  did  not  exceed 
£$,000  per  mile,  a  decidedly  low  figure. 

The  North  China  Daily  News  seriously  re- 
produces the  absurd  statement  made  by  a  Yoko- 
hama journal  that,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Fraser's  illness,  Mr.  de  Bunsen  had  been  tele- 
graphed for.  We  should  have  supposed  that 
the  leading  Shanghai  journal  could  not  be  be- 
trayed into  such  a  silly  error. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Tientsin 
and  Peking  Times  will  have  much  interest  for 
our  Japanese  readers  : — 

The  Imperial  Commissioners  have  been  favour- 
ed on  their  round  tour  of  inspection  with  the  finest 
weather  imaginable,  and  though  H.E.  the  Viceroy 
knows  quite  well,  from  former  experience,  that  the 
wet  element  is  sometimes  not  to  be  trifled  with,  the 
Imperial  Commissioner  Ting,  who  probably  never 
had  seen  the  ocean  before,  will  this  time  not  have 
taken  away  with  him  a  deep  impression  of  the 
perils  of  the  sea  and  must  have  found  sea- 
faring life  a  rather  easy  and  comfortable  mat- 
ter. The  officers  in  command  of  the  navy  have 
shown  during  the  time  of  the  manoeuvres  that 
they  are  not  only  able  to  navigate  their  war  vessels 
without  foreign  assistance,  but  that  they  have 
besides  the  ability  to  handle  their  vessels  in  a  per- 
fectly seamanlike  manner,  and  that  those  officers 
of  all  ranks  have  largely  profited  by  the  instruc- 
tion and  example  given  to  them  by  their  able 
foreign  instructors.  Moreover,  they  have  striking- 
ly shown  to  the  world  at  large  that  they  have 
the  ability  to  manage  their  own  naval  affairs  with- 
out assistance  from  outside;  that  they  do  not  feel 
self-sufficient,  as  outsiders  seem  to  suppose,  but 
that  a  laudable  spirit  of  progress  prevails  and  that 
they  endeavour  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  and 
profit  by  the  latest  improvements  in  naval  warfare. 
The  discipline  of  the  crews  seems  to  be  of  the  first 
order  and  the  cleanliness  and  smartness  of  the 
ships,  material  and  men,  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired. 

Although  the  result  of  the  naval  manoeuvres, 
three  years  ago,  taken  as  a  whole,  was  a  laudable 
one,  it  must  have  strongly  impressed  any  man, 
who  has  witnessed  such  manoeuvres  in  European 
countries,  what  striking  progress  the  Chinese  navy 
has  made  during  the  last  three  years  with  regard 
to  steam  tactics,  and  evolutions  which  were  carried 
out  with  astonishing  precision  this  time  ;  the  deadly 
effect  of  their  heavy  artillery  and  quick  firing  guns 
— some  of  the  ships  firing  more  than  fifty  lonnds 
in  passing  the  taiget  under  steam,  resulting  in  the 
obliteration  of  the  target  after  the  first  5  or  6  ships 
had  passed  and  rendering  it  difficult  for  the  follow- 
ing ships  to  take  aim.  The  torpedo  practice  under 
steam  of  the  ships  fitted  out  with  torpedo  guns, 
and  the  torpedo  boats,  proved  another  feat  of  the 
highest  order  ;  and  although  some  of  the  torpedoes 
did  not  reach  the  target,  owing  to  the  strong 
current  by  which  the  target  had  been  drifted 
away  to  a  greater  distance  from  the  buoys  which 
the  vessels  passed,  all  the  torpedoes  discharged 
went  in  the  right  direction  to  the  centre  of  the 
target.  Whoever  has  had  the  opportunity  of  visit- 
ing the  present  naval  stations  at  Port  Arthur, 
Talienwau,  and  Weihaiwai  nine  years,  or  even 
six  years  ago,  could  not  but  admire  the  wonderful 
changes  effected  and  the  extent  of  work  carried 


out  in   so  lliorl   a  time  with    regard  IP  poweiful 

foits,  dockyards!  woik  shops,  armouries,  pieis, 

stin  e  rooms,  colleges,  hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  and  even 
in  places  such  as  Chianchao  and  Cln  foo,  where 
theie  were  haidly  any  traces  of  fortification  only 
three  years  ago,  the  foundations  for  stiong  foitifi 
cations  aie  visible  eveiywheie,  proving  that  II. K. 
the  Viceroy,  with  his  unique  knowledge  of  men 
and   things,  has  put  the  1  ight  men   in  the  light 

place.    Moreover,  considering  that  the  Chinese 

navy  is  one  of  the  youngest  navies  in  the  woild,  it 
speaks  highly  in  favour  of  its  efficiency,  that  dui  ing 
the  lime  of  carrying  out  these  extensive  mancuuvi  es 
with  18  hig  wai  ships,  all  the  ships  at  any  time, 
under  steam  or  at  anchor  by  day  or  by  night  were 
always  in  their  light  place  ;  that  none  of  their  en- 
gines at  any  lime  throughout  the  manoeuvres  r»ol 
out  of  Older — a  thing  that  happens  frequently  even 
in  the  best  navies  in  Europe — that  by  such  a  pro- 
fuse employment  of  explosives  no  serious  accident 
happened,  that  no  fish  torpedo  was  sunk,  that  in 
fact  no  damage  woilh  speaking  of,  was'  done 
to  men  and  maleiial  during  the  whole  ciuise. 


THE  PLAGUE  IN  HONGKONG. 


The  following  are  the  Plague  records  of  latest 
date  in  Hongkong  : — 

JUNE  1ST. 


Deaths   

Under  treatment 

Admissions   

Deaths   

Under  treatment  ... 
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JUNE  2ND. 
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29  113 
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Admissions   

Deaths   ., 

Under  treatment 


Admissions   

Deaths   

Under  treatment 


—  82 

27  93 

—  205 
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JUNE  3RD. 

.  *i     3    77  —  81  33  — 

.  —   f3    51  18  72  —  4 

.    7    28  137  —  172  24  — 

*  Sergeant  Humphreys,  mild  attack, 
t  One,  a  Portuguese  woman. 

JUNE  4TH. 

.1  4  69  —  74  —  7 
•  —       I     54     37     92     20  — 

8    29  152    —  189   17  — 

JUNE  5TH. 

Admissions    —    f4  78 

Deaths    *2    |3  61 

Under  treatment  ...    6    30  169 

•  Captain  Vesey  and  George  Dalton,  Grand  Hotel 
t  Two  Portuguese, 
i  One  Manila  man. 

JUNE  6TH. 

Admissions    —     3    83  —  86 

Deaths   ,   —      2    55  26    83  — 

Under  treatment  ...    6    32  197  —  235  20  — 
JUNE  7TH. 

Admissions    —     3    66  —    69  —  17 

Deaths    —      1    71  35  107  24  — 

Under  treatment  ...  .  5  33  192  —  230  —  5 
The  total  deaths  to  dale  now  number  1,144. 

The  Cable  Companies  at  Shanghai  received 
the  following  telegram,  dated  Hongkong,  6th 
June  : — Returns  for  the  24  hours  to  noon  to- 
day : — 

New  cases    86 

Deaths   13 

Under  treatment    235 

Total  deaths  to  date  1,213 

The  N.  C.  Daily  News  received,  the  following 
day,  from  its  correspondent  a  telegram  dated 
Hongkong,  7th  June,  7  p.m.,  which  read  as 
follows  : — There  have  been  sixty-nine  new  cases 
reported  to-day  and  one  hundred  and  eleven 
deaths. 

To  the  regret  of  the  whole  community,  the 
gallant  Captain  Vesey,  of  the  Shropshires,  who 
contracted  the  disease  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  an  officer  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  house  to  house  visitation, 
died  on  board  the  Hygeia  at  a  quarter  to  ten  on 
the  night  of  the  5th  inst.  Captain  Vesey  volun- 
teered for  the  work,  and  having  served  for 
several  days  was  attacked  on  the  31st  ultimo. 
At  first  the  case  was  believed  to  be  a  mild  one 
and  Sunday's  report  was  to  the  effect  that  he 
was  doing  well,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
he  suffered  a  relapse  and  night  died  quite  peace- 
fully, a  soldier  to  the  end.  The  funeral  cortege 
next  day  of  course  included  all  the  officers  in 
the  garrison,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
swelled  by  any  civilian  element,  though  Captain 
Vesey  met  his  death  in  the  performance  of  a 


voluntarily  imposed  duty  seeking  (0  check  (he 
ravages  of  the  plague,  lie  was  only  in  his  36th 
year. 

The  soldiers  employed  in  the  cleansing  opera- 
lions  receive  cigars  and  hot  coffee  at  the  public 
expense.  Application  has  been  made  by  tele- 
graph for  medical  assistance  from  the  coast 
ports,  but  up  to  the  morning  of  the  41b  instant 
only  one  reply  had  been  received,  namely,  from 
Canton,  and  that  was  unfavourable,  there  being 
no  European  practitioner  available  there.  II 
the  Hongkong  Authorities  were  wise,  they  would 
apply  for  Japanese  physicians.  Plenty  of 
thoroughly  competent  men  could  be  obtained 
here. 

It  is  alleged  that  as  long  ago  as  February  last 
a  case  was  diagnosed  at  the  Civil  Hospital  as 
bubonic  plague.  But  the  fact  attracted  no  at- 
tention and  suggested  no  precautions. 

The  Daily  Press  of  the  8th  inst.  says: — We 
may  mention  that  Mr.  Crook  and  Dr.  James  have 
condemned  about  530  houses  en  bloc  in  Taiping- 
shan,  the  whole  of  which  premises  are  being 
fast  cleared  out.  The  officers  named  propose 
to  destroy  the  buildings  by  fire,  but  the  Per- 
manent Committee  cannot  proceed  to  such  a 
drastic  measure  as  that  without  legislative  au- 
thority, which  they  do  not  now  possess.  But 
the  suggestion  is  under  consideration,  and,  if 
found  feasible,  will  be  carried  out  with  full  re- 
gard to  existing  interests.  The  full  annual 
valuation,  we  may  point  out,  of  the  Taiping- 
shan  district  is  $325,000,  for  the  current  year, 
and  the  area  suggested  to  be  burnt  is  about  one- 
twentieth  of  the  entire  district. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 
 ♦  

'The  Times,  commenting  on  the  new  system 
of  death  rates,  says  : — 

How  is  this  system,  as  applied  to  realty,  going 
to  woik,  and  on  whal  basis  is  the  value  of  real  pro- 
pel ly,  including  mansions,  paiks,  and  pleasure 
grounds,  to  be  determined  ?  Hitherto  the  capi- 
talized value  of  the  rental  has  been  the  basis; 
henceforth,  by  some  process  not  hitherto  explained, 
but  to  be  enforced  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue,  subject  to  appeal,  the  "  capital  value  "  of 
the  property  is  to  be  ascertained,  and  subjected  to 
this  graduated  impost.  It  is  obvious  that,  unless 
the  Government  officials  peiform  their  duty  with 
great  judgment  and  moderation,  the  appeals  will 
be  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  What  is 
the  "  capital  value  "  of  some  of  llie  lordly  domains 
which  constitute  one  of  the  chief  features  and  orna- 
ments of  our  land  ?  Who  are  the  persons,  unless 
it  be  our  great  auctioneers,  who  are  qualified  to 
estimate  it ?  And  what  wide  differences  of  opinion 
may  there  not  be  found  among  them  !  The  value 
of  anything  is  generally  supposed  to  be  what  it  will 
fetch  in  the  maiket — i.e.,  the  auction  room.  We 
have  lately  heard  of  a  famous  estate  in  Wills  for 
which  a  wealthy  peer  offered  three-quarters  of  a 
million.  Is  that  to  be  taken  as  the  "  capital  value  " 
of  Savernake,  and  is  the  sum  of  £56,250  to  lie 
levied  on  that  estate  before  its  new  owner  can  enjoy 
it?  And  this,  not  once  for  all,  but  as  often  as  a 
new  succession  to  the  estate  by  a  death  in  the 
family  occurs  ! 

Again,  how  is  the  "  capital  value  "  of  such  places 
as  Blenheim,  which  its  owner  holds  by  the  annual 
tribute  of  a  flagf,  of  Chatsworth,  Wentworth, 
Castle-Howard,  Buileigh,  Longleat,  and  a  score 
of  other  places  of  almost  equal  magnificence,  to  be 
appraised  ?  Is  it  to  be  the  value  which  some 
American  Croesus — the  owner  of  many  millions — 
would  profess  his  willingness  to  give  for  them? 
Again,  how  are  the  contents  of  these  palaces  to 
be  valued?  By  what  rule,  if  any,  are  books, 
pictures,  and  other  valuable  bul  pei  ishable  com- 
modities to  be  appraised?  The  finest  piivate 
libi  at  y  in  England  was  lately  purchased,  it  is  said, 
for  neaily  a  quarter  of  a  million,  fnr  the  purpose  of 
being  presented  to  a  public  institution.  Had  it 
remained  in  the  hands  of  ils  late  owner,  at  what 
rale  would  it  have  been  valued  for  probaleduty  at 
his  death  ?  A  fine  Gainsborough  was  sold  for 
^9,000,  and  was  soon  afterwaids  destroyed  by 
fire.  Had  its  owner  died  in  the  meantime,  and  had 
it  been  valued  for  probate  duty,  what  amount  of 
"  ransom  "  would  his  successor  have  been  called 
upon  to  pay  for  it?  The  valuation  both  of  realty 
and  personalty  of  this  desci  ipliou— and  we  are  not 
applying  the  argument  to  personalty  yielding  in- 
come— if  strictly  enforced  under  the  higher  scale 
of  graduated  taxation,  must,  in  a  few  generations, 
lead  either  to  its  confiscation  by  the  State  or  lo  its 
compulsory  sale.  We  have  forborne  to  dwell  upon 
the  inevitable  but  demoralizing  result  of  this  sys- 
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tern — llie  evasions  and  secret  arrangements  to 
which  it  will  give  lise.  Some  of  these  may  lie  per- 
fectly legitimate,  but  in  all  cases  the  object  which 
prompts  them  will  be  the  desire  lo  escape  oppres- 
sive taxation.  In  shoit,  the  graduated  estate 
duties,  if  enforced  with  the  inquisitorial  strictness 
which  may  be  expected,  will  inflict  upon  their  un- 
fortunate victims  more  unnecessary  trouble  and 
vexation  thai:  all  the  oilier  taxes  put  together  ; 
and  "though  vexation,"  says  Adam  Smith,  "is 
not,  strictly  speaking,  expense,  it  is  ceitainly 
equivalent  to  the  expense  at  which  every  man 
would  be  willing  to  redeem  himself  from  it." 

Earl  Russell,  president  of  the  Railway  Pas- 
sengers' Protection  Association,  has  established, 
by  reference  to  a  Court  of  Law,  the  principle 
that  a  railway  company  has  no  power  to  eject 
a  passenger  from  a  carriage  because  he  declines 
to  give  up  his  ticket.  The  incidents  that  led 
to  the  law  being  invoked  were  these  :  — 

On  August  8,  1893,  Lord  Russell  took  tickets, 
in  company  with  his  manager,  Mr.  Aird,  at  Liver- 
pool-stieet  for  the  4.42  train  to  Cambridge,  and 
entei  ed  a  thit  d-class  cairiage.  A  ticket-collector 
presently  asked  for  their  tickets,  which  he  handed 
lo  him.  Then  other  passengers  were  shown  into 
the  carriage,  and,  Lord  Russell  and  Mr.  Aird, 
wishing  to  be  alone,  left  the  carriage  and  took 
seats  in  another.  Heie  they  were  again  asked 
for  their  tickets.  They  explained  that  they  had 
already  given  them  up,  whereupon  the  man  said, 
"  Oh,  I  know  all  about  that,  I  have  heard  that 
Story  before,"  suggesting  that  Lord  Russell  and 
his  friend  weie  endeavouiing  to  defraud  the  com- 
pany. The  assistant  stationmaster  supported  the 
ticket-collector.  They  weie  allowed  to  make  the 
jouiuey,  however,  and  nothing  further  was  heard 
of  the  mailer.  When  the  two  gentlemen  were 
returning  to  London  the  following  day  by  a  train 
which  did  not  stop  until  it  reached  Livei  pool- 
street  they  declined  to  give  up  their  tickets  at 
Cambridge.  They  were  told  to  come  out,  but 
they  did  not  move.  Then  the  stalioninaster  sum- 
moned porters  and  ordered  them  to  turn  Lord 
Russell  and  Mr.  Aird  and  their  luggage  out  of  the 
train.  One  of  the  men  went  inside  the  carriage 
and  threw  the  plaintiff's  luggage  out  on  the  plat- 
form. Lord  Russell  then  gave  up  the  tickets, 
saying  that  enough  had  been  done  to  raise  the 
question  in  a  Court  of  law.  The  company  sup- 
ported the  conduct  of  their  officials  and  did  not 
apologize. 

When  these  facts  were  submitted  to  a  jury, 
they  found  for  Lord  Russell  and  awarded  him 
£10  damages.  The  Company  asked  for  leave 
to  appeal  but  was  refused. 

Dr.  Giffen,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Labour,  laid  down  a  proposition 
often  insisted  on  in  these  columns,  namely,  that 
in  discussing  an  appreciation  or  depreciation  of 
money,  labour  must  not  be  included  in  the  same 
category  with  other  commodities.  "In  former 
times,"  he  said,  "no  distinction  was  made 
between  labour  and  other  commodities  in  deal- 
ing with  such  a  question  as  appreciation  or  de- 
preciation of  money.  But  in  recent  discussions 
it  had  become  obvious  that  there  might  be  op- 
position in  the  movements  of  labour  and  com- 
modities in aprogressive  community.  One  might 
go  up  or  stand  still  as  the  other  went  down. 
The  argument  that  there  had  been  no  appre- 
ciation of  gold  because  labour  had  not  fallen 
was  thus  no  argument.  While  there  might  be 
appreciation  measured  by  commodities  there 
need  be  no  appreciation  measured  by  labour— 
at  least,  taking  the  labourer  and  his  day's  labour 
as  a  unit." 

Another  most  interesting  statement  made  by 
Dr.  Giffen  referred  to  the  effect  produced  by 
the  appreciation  of  gold  upon  the  value  of 
agricultural  products.  The  aggregate  value  of 
the  agricultural  products  of  the  United  King- 
dom in  1 89 1 ,  based  on  the  actual  prices  of  the 
time,  was  222  million  pounds  sterling,  whereas 
the  value  of  the  same  products  in  1874,  at  the 
rates  then  ruling,  would  have  been  290  millions. 
There  had  been  an  average  fall  of  25  per  cent. 

Colonel  Howard  Vincent's  Bill,  providing  that 
foreign  articles  imported  into  Great  Britain 
should  be  marked  with  the  place  of  origin 
whenever  such  a  course  was  possible,  found  157 
supporters  of  its  second  reading,  against  183 
opponents.  Mr.  Mundella,  in  speaking  against 
the  Bill,  said  that  goods  aggregating  400  mil- 
lion pounds  sterling  are  annually  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  and  that  to  insist  on  their  being 
marked  would  "  dislocate"  the  trade.    He  in- 


stanced the  case  of  eggs.  More  than  a  thousand 
millions  of  these  are  imported  every  year,  and 
"  what  could  be  more  preposterous  than  to  require 
that  every  one  of  them  should  be  marked  ? "  That 
sounds  very  like  special  pleading,  but  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  such  legislation  would  place  fo- 
reign goods  under  a  heavy  disability,  and  if  other 
nations  demanded,  in  turn,  that  British  goods 
should  be  similarly  marked,  the  British  exporter 
would  grumble  badly.  There  is,  however,  a 
very  strong  feeling  in  England  against  the 
facilities  that  now  exist  for  importing  cheap 
foreign  goods,  especially  German,  and  selling 
them  as  British  goods.  It  is  a  penalized  per- 
formance, but  that  does  not  deter  unscrupulous 
folks.  The  existence  of  such  a  feeling  explains 
the  number  of  votes  cast  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

Dr.  Giffen,  in  a  report  prepared  for  the 
Board  of  Trade,  shows  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to 
speak,  as  so  many  persons  habitually  speak,  of 
an  enormous  development  of  German  trade  as 
compared  with  British  in  recent  years.  The 
great  statistician  takes  the  average  of  the  figures 
for  the  three  years  1890-2,  and  sets  them  against 
those  for  the  two  years  1884-5.  It  is  thus 
found  that  British  exports  have  increased  by  ro 
per  cent.,  while  those  of  the  Germany  have  in- 
creased by  only  5  per  cent.,  those  of  France  by 
14  per  cent.,  and  those  of  the  United  States  by 
26  per  cent.  Germany,  in  fact,  is  scarcely  in 
the  running.  England's  great  competitor  is 
the  United  States,  but  as  the  latter's  exports 
consist  chiefly  of  bread-stuffs  and  raw  cotton, 
which  England  does  not  produce,  the  impor- 
tance of  American  tradal  development  is  greatly 
reduced  from  the  British  point  of  view.  Dr. 
Giffen  further  notes  that  "  the  exports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  to  each  of  its  three  great 
competitors  preponderate  greatly  over  the  ex- 
ports from  any  one  of  these  competitors  to  the 
other."  The  Times  referring  to  Dr.  Giffen's  re- 
port, writes : — 

When  we  come  to  examine  whether  we  have  now 
as  large  a  share  of  the  total  trade  of  the  world  as 
formerly,  the  situation    is,  at  first  sight,  altered  a 
little,  for  in  the  case  of  all  the  geographical  groups 
referred    to    above    our    proportion    was  slighty 
smaller   in    1890  92   than   in  1884  5.      The  loss, 
however,  is  not  of  any  real  importance,  for  the 
total  business  of   the  world  has  increased  enor- 
mously, and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  propoi  tion 
secured  by  the  United  Kingdom  is  no  indication  of 
a  falling  off  in  the  absolute  amount  of  its  trade. 
Even  in  the  case  of  Japan,  where  the  decrease  in 
our  share  is  considerable,  there  has  been  no  re- 
duction in  volume  ;  what  has  happened  is  that  the 
trade  of  Japan  with  neighbouring  countries  has 
expanded,  and    probably  many  of  the  articles 
causing  this  expansion  could  not  be  supplied  by 
us.      The  energetic  operations   of  the  Gentian 
tiaders  have  slightly  increased  their  share  of  busi- 
ness in  countries  outside  Europe,  while  the  Fiench 
have  barely  held  their  own  anywheie.     As  regards 
the  United  States  the  changes  have  not  been  very 
considerable.    They  have  obtained  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  European    imports,  but  their  share  is 
still  only  9  per  cent,  of  the  total,  and  they  have 
lost  some  ground  in  the  various  American  coun- 
tiies  which,  a  priori,  they  ought  to  have  kept,  and 
in  British  possessions.    The  impr  ession  regai  ding 
the  supposed  rapid  growth  of  German   trade  is, 
therefore,  erroneous,  and  no  doubt,  it  is  one  more 
example  of  the   venerable  eiror  of  generalizing 
from  too  few  particulars.    So  far  as  we  can  see, 
the  positions  of  the  leading  countries   are  pret- 
ty much    what    they   were  "eight  or  nine  years 
ago,  allowing    for   the    fact  „lhat   certain  minor 
countries,  such  as  Japan,  have  suddenly  shown 
a  good   deal  of  unexpected  energy  in  business, 
and,  by  making   use   of  opportunities  they  al- 
ways possessed  but  had  not    previously  availed 
themselves  of,  have,  besides  creating  new  busi- 
ness, obtained  a  portio-i  of  the  trade  hitherto  enjoy- 
ed by  us  or  some  other  country.     In  summing  up, 
Dr.  Giffen   remarks  that  none  of  our  great  com- 
petitors are  gaining  on  us   rapidly  ;  but  that  our 
"  depot  or  emporium  trade  shows  signs  of  "  falling 
off"  owing  to  the  increased  use  of  the  Suez  Canal 
and  the  starting  of  new  lines  of  steamers.  This 
was,  of  course,  inevitable,  and  it  is  a  source  of 
satisfaction  that  the  change  comes  so  slowly,  and 
is  giving  us  time  to  adapt  ourselves  to  the  altered 
conditions  which  will  have  to  be  faced. 

The  Yokohama  correspondent  of  The  Times, 
who  writes  to  Vancouver  and  has  his  despatches 
telegraphed  thence,  falls  into  the  not  very  ex- 
cusable mistake  of  saying  that  "  a  treaty  has 
been  concluded  between  Japan  and  Hawaii  al- 


lowing reciprocal  rights  to  the  subjects  of  each 
country."  From  such  a  description  it  would 
be  exceedingly  difficult  for  any  one  in  England 
to  form  the  slightest  conception  of  what  really 
took  place. 

The  credentials  that  entitle  a  man  to  have  his 
portrait  published  in  a  leading  London  journal 
have  never  been  appraised  more  lightly  than  by 
the  Pall  Mall  Budget  when  it  devotes  nearly 
two  pages  to  a  description  of  a  most  uninterest- 
ing, monotonous  old  gentleman's  sentiments  on 
winning  a  ^"900  picture  in  a  lottery,  and  to  a 
picture  of  him  as  he  sat  in  his  lodgings  where 
an  inquisitive  reporter  went  to  announce  to  him 
the  news  of  his  good  fortune.  The  chief  thing 
elicited  by  the  reporter  was  that  the  old  man 
regretted  winning  the  big  prize  because  it  dis- 
qualified him  for  the  little  "  consolation  prize" 
to  which  he  would  have  become  entitled  had  he 
continued  for  another  year  or  two  subscribing 
to  the  Art  Union  Lotteries  and  winning  nothing. 

In  the  year  1569  a  lad,  by  name  Geronimo, 
was  thrown  into  a  mould  of  concrete  at  Algiers 
and  buried  alive  for  refusing  to  abjure  the 
Christian  faith.  The  block  of  concrete  contain- 
ing the  body  was  built  into  a  fort  where  it  re- 
mained for  more  than  three  centuries.  The  foit 
was  then  demolished  by  the  French  ;  Geronimo's 
bones  were  taken  from  the  block  to  be  placed  in 
a  cathedral,  and  plaster  of  Paris  having  been  run 
into  the  cavity  left  by  the  body,  a  perfect  model 
was  obtained,  clearly  showing  the  features  and 
even  the  cords  by  which  the  victim's  hands  and 
feet  were  secured.  A  dramatic  incident  connect- 
ed with  this  affair  is  that  a  Spanish  Benedictine 
writer  of  the  17th  century  telling  of  Geronimo's 
death  says  : — "  We  trust  that  the  grace  of  God 
may  some  day  bring  forth  Geronimo  out  of  this 
place  and  unite  his  body  to  those  of  numerous 
Christian  martyrs  who  by  their  blood  and  happy 
deaths  have  made  this  country  sacred  to  Christ." 

A  picture  for  which  its  painter.  Constable, 
had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  £\oo  was  re- 
cently sold  at  Christie's  for  6,200  guineas, 
Messrs.  Agnew  being  the  purchasers.  It  is 
necessary  that  a  man  should  die  to  be  appre- 
ciated. The  Saturday  Review  attributes 
this  great  price  to  the  tyranny  of  fashion, 
and  says  that  the  picture  was  "  an  ab- 
solute transcript  of  a  by  no  means  beautiful 
scene,  without  distance,  innocent  of  composition 
or  harmony."  A  Gainsborough,  grand  in  every 
respect,  was  sold  for  ,£3,780  immediately  before 
the  greatly  inferior  Constable. 

Five  out  of  the  six  great  capitals  of  Europe 
have  now  been  visited  by  the  wonderful  child 
Bronislaw  Huberman,  who  at  ten  years  of  age 
plays  the  violin  so  as  to  entrance  critical  au- 
diences. People  are  busy  discovering  likenesses 
between  the  lad  and  Mozart,  Rubinstein,  Beet- 
hoven and  so  forth,  but  whether  or  no  he  re- 
sembles any  of  these  immortals,  he  is  certainly 
himself  a  prodigy.  The  lad  is  a  Pole  and  it 
appears  that  he  gave  his  first  indications  of 
great  musical  talent  when  he  was  either  three 
or  five,  the  age  is  uncertain,  by  whistling  the 
whole  of  an  opera  which  he  had  just  heard  for 
the  first  time  and  then  begging  for  a  fiddle  to 
play  its  melodies. 

Hand-painted  dresses  are  among  the  latest 
Parisian  novelties.  A  writer  on  fashion  speaks 
enthusiastically  of "  a  cream  satin  evening  dress, 
exquisitely  hand-painted  in  front  with  a  design 
of  mauve  and  yellow  orchids  and  asparagus 
fern."  What  charming  work  of  this  kind  could 
be  done  in  Japan,  and  how  cheaply. 

Evidence  of  the  growing  popularity  of  golf 
is  furnished  by  the  sporting  columns  of  all  the 
newspapers.  We  have  now  portraits  of  leading 
golf  players  and  biographies  of  Mr.  John  Ball, 
winner  of  the  amateur  gold  championship  cup — 
his  fourth  time  of  winning  it.  But  the  verbal 
descriptions  of  the  contests  carry  most  of  us  to 
terra  incognita.  Who  can  realize  this,  for 
example : — 

Mr.  Hilton  commenced  by  standing  two  up  after 
playing  four  holes,  and  it  was  not  until  the  tenth 
green  was  r  eached  that  Mr.  Tait  could  get  on  even 
terms.  Playing  in  his  best  style,  Mr.  Tait,  at  the 
eighteenth  tee,  found  himself  dormie,  and,  halving 
the  last  hole  in  four,  left  himself  once  more  the 
victor  of  Mr.  Hilton.  Thursday  night  found  three  of 
last  year's  semi-finalists  again  in  the  same  position . 
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THE  KOREAN  AFFAIR. 

— ♦• — 

T  INTELLIGENCE  from  Korea  indicates 
A  that  the  strength  of  the  rebels  is  in- 
creasing and  that  the  powerlessness  of  the 
Government  troops  to  quell  them  is  becom- 
ing more  apparent.    The  Jiji  Shimpo  pub- 
lishes telegrams  to  the  effect  that  foreign 
men-of-war  are  assembling  at  Inchon  and 
that  1,500  Chinese  troops  have  been  land- 
ed.    The  telegrams  mention  four  ships, 
two  of  which  are  Chinese  and  one  Ameri- 
can, but  doubtless  this  refers  only  to  re- 
cent arrivals  and  does  not  include  ships 

previously  upon  the  scene.     We  need 

scarcely  say  that  the  rumours  recently  cir 

dilated  about  a  force  of  10,000  soldiers 

having  been  landed  by  China  in  Korea  are 

gross  exaggerations.     No  Power,  least  of 

all  China,  can  dispatch  an  expedition  of 

10,000  men  by  sea  at  brief  notice 

number  now  indicated  by  the  Jiji  Shimpo 's 

telegrams,  namely  1,500,  may  be  accepted  1  ~  -r— 1   -  j^.y  .WUII9  raine  IO 

as  correct,  and  in  all  probability  the  force  ban"er  °f  insurrecti°n.    But  they  are  him  with  unfailing  regularity.     Chill  po- 

sent  by  Japan  is  numerically  similar.  f  beSt  a  comParat'veIy  helpless  rabble,  verty  never  "  froze  the  genial  current  of  his 

It  must  have  already  become  evident  to  however  desperate  their  resolution.  If  soul,"  nor  was  his  genius  numbed  by  the 
our  readers  that  this  affair  is  creating  a  .  f°rCeS  °f  the  Korean  Government  pressure  of  want.  We  are  not  prepared 
great  deal  of  excitement  botlM-n  Japan  and    ,aVe  bee"  Unab!e  l°  deal  effectively  with  to  go  quite  so  far  as  some  people  go  in 

in  China     R„f  in         nn;n:~„        :          lthe  trouble,  there  is  not  the  least  pro-  appraising  the  results   of   that  system. 

bability  that  China's  interference  will  fail  Still  less  can  we  agree  with  those  who, 
to  restore  quiet.  So  far  indeed  as  the  because  nearly  all  the  surviving  specimens 
incident  itself  is  concerned,  we  hold  it  of  old-time  art  are  beautiful,  attribute 
insignificant.  But  when  we  come  to  con-  universal  beauty  to  everything  produced 
sider  its  possible  consequences,  no  one  >n  old  times.  The  truth  is  that  the  rule 
can  be  blind  to  their  danger.  China's  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  applies  to 
itself  by  force.  It  could  not  have  been  ex- 1  ^'"^  intervention  in  Korea's  domestic  works  of  art  as  to  everything  else.  The 
pected  that  Korea  would  emerge  from  the  affa,rs~ suPPos'»g  that  she  does  thus  in-  specimens  that  succeeding  generations 
ordeal  without  a  corresponding  experience  ! tervene-wi11  emphas.se  her  peculiar  rela-  preserved  were  doubtless  conspicuously 
In  Japan's  case  the  transit  from  the  old  to  P  t0  the  peni,lsuIar  kingdom,  and  worthy  of  preservation.    Could  we  place 

  j      i  I  must  correspondingly  augment  the  chances  by  their  side  the  specimens  that  perished, 

of  umbrage  and  even  active  resentment  we  should  probably  find  the  general  level 
on  Japan's  part.  Every  incident  that  greatly  lowered.  So,  too,  among  the 
brings  the  military  forces    of   the    two  objects  of  vertu  turned  out  now-a-days.  a 


hurried  ,n  the  matter  of  recovering  the  chiefs  of  old  Japan  had  a  truer  appreci- 
pnee  ong.nally  paid  for  his  office.     He  at.on  of  art  and  a  more  liberal  desire  to 
had  a   penod  of   about  three  years  to  foster  it  than  the  men  of  (he  pn  srnt  day 
accomplish   the    task,   and    could    there-  have.     But  tl„re   existed  in  pre-kestor 
fore  proceed  leisurely  enough  to   soften  I  at  ion  days  an  inter-fief  rivalry  that  often 
his  extortions      But  when  the   Central  spurred  the  least  intelligent  baron  to  an 
Government   began    to    need    a    larger  exercise  of  munificence  such  as  is  seldom 
revenue.it  resorted  to  the  device  of  sell-  or  ever  imitated  in  these  times.  Every 
mg  offices  at   briefer   intervals  and   for  fief  was  a  kingdom  in  itself,  and  every  fief 
bigger   prices,    with    the   inevitable    re-  took  pride  in  excelling  the  others,  not  less 
suit  that  the  purchasers  had  to  employ  in  artistic  and  industrial  pursuits  than  in 
quicker  and  more  drastic  means  of  re-  military  equipment.    There  was  no  ques- 
covenng  their  initial  outlay  :  they  had,  in  tion  then  of  the  quantity  of  an  artist's  pro- 
short,  to  crowd  into  nine  months  or  a  year  ductions,  neither  hadhetoworkdown  tothe 
squeezing  that  would  have  been  extended  level  of  the  market  for  which  he  catered  It 
over  three  or  four  times    that  interval  sufficed  if  he  produced,  at  however  Ion* 
under  ordinary  circumstances.    It  is  this  intervals,  a  few  chefs-d'eeuvre  remarkable 
that  has  goaded  the  people  into  rebellion,  enough  to  enhance  the  reputation  of  his 
and  since  they  have  been  shrewd  enough  fief.    His  success  was  rewarded  of  course 
to   detect    that   foreign    intercourse    is  in  proportion  to  its  eminence,  but  whether 
The  primarily  responsible  for  the  accentuated  he  made  a  great  mark  or  a  little  mark  on 
I  extortion  of  their  officials,  they  have  in-  the  record  of  the  time,  he  was  sure  of 
scribed  "expulsion  of  foreigners"  upon  |  sustenance.    His  yearly  rations  came  to 


in  China.  But  in  our  opinion  its  imme- 
diate importance  is  over-estimated.  The 
shock  of  impact  with  Western  civilization 
has  never  failed  to  disturb  the  peace  of  an 
Oriental  country.  Alike  in  China  and  in 
Japan,  conservatism,  at  some  stage  of  the 
changing  order,  endeavoured  to  re-assert 


Japan' 

the  new  was  rendered  exceptionally  tran 
quil  by  the  fact  that  it  conferred  moral  and 
material  benefits  upon  the  masses.  The  peo 


ple,findi.,gtheir  circumstances  improvedin         5         •/         I  .*    °'    the    two  00  eas  ot  turned  out  now-a-days,  £ 

every  respect,  had  no  incentive  to  rebel  H*1™  "!?  t  S  °f  each  selection  might  be  made  that  would  in- 

But  in  Korea  the  case  is  very  different'        -I  T  ?  a  Collision  can  be  d«cate  a  very  high  standard,  and  only  the 

There  no  substantial   reform    has    been  °   *    Y  tl,e  most  delicate  move-  examples  thus  selected  may  be  expected 

effected  9r  even  attempted  whether  finan  J^T  ^  ^  ^  is^decidedly  P«"ous  to  survive.  Still  the  conditions  of  pro- 
cially,  politically,  or  administratively  On  ,°  P<!f/f  the  0nent"  S°  ,0"S  «  duct,on  Were  decidedly  favourable  to  the 
the  contrary  the  country  has  been  incurr-  "T  directwn  are  111  the  hands  of  pre-Restoration  artist,  and,  recognizing 
ing  abnormal  expenses  without  developing  F0""1  lTO  \nd  the  V.ceroy  Li,  there  should  this,  a  society  has  now  been  formed  in 
strength  to  defray  them      That  is  at  the  Ci"M  f°r  uneasinQSS-    Yet  JaPa"  calling  itself  Bijitsu  Ikuyei-kai.  Its 

root  of  the  present  emeute  It  is  a  srimlv  \  *****  ^  ^  0Urselves  that  events  promoters  are  a  number  of  wealthy  men 
simple  story.    Korean  local  officials f  have  \Y  l°°  Str°ng  ^  ^  theSe  states- P  purP0Se  ma^  be  briefly  described 

been  grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor  until  ^  ^       the  preSent  temper  of  a*  a  scheme  to  resuscitate  in  some  degree 

the    nainlitttiMa         th«  u_  _  |  the  Japanese  nation  there  lurks  a  danger  tne  patronage  of  feudal  times.   A  consider- 


the    painfulness    of    the   operation  hasl 

„     1      ,  •.      •  .•      j  ot  signihcent  dimensions, 

rendered  its  victims  desperate.     Of  that1 


broad  fact  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  „ 

though  the  details  are  more  or  less  ob- \S0C2ETF  F0R  ENCOURAGING  THE 
scure.    As  in  China,  so  also  in  Korea,  the' 


administration  is  carried  on  by  a  process  Kl  7E  have  often  noted,  and  so  have  many 
of  farming,  under  which  the  responsibilities  V  V  others  for  the  matter  of  that,  that  the 
of  office  vary  directly  with  the  profit  that  chief  difficulty  against  which  the  artists  of 
its  holder  can  derive  from  it.  The  pro-  modern  Japan  have  to  contend  is  lack  of 
v.nc.al  official  pays  to  the  Central  Govern-  patronage.  There  is  a  striking  difference 
ment  a  greater  or  less  sum  for  his  appoint-  in  this  respect  between  the  present  era 
ment,  and  thereafter  recoups  himself  by  and  the  time  antecedent  tothe  Restora- 
exact.ons  from  the  people  under  his  con-  tion.  Feudalism  had  its  own  defects,  but 
trol.  Formerly  acute  abuses  of  such  a  it  had  also  the  merit  of  extending  gene- 
system  were  averted  by  deliberation  of|rous  aid  to  artists  of  aI1  classes>    jt  ig  . 

method.    The  prov.ncial  official  was  not  not  0f  course  to  be  inferred  that  the  feudal  than   to   depreciate   what   the  foreign 


able  sum  is  said  to  have  been  subscribed  by 
these  promoters,  and  we  presume  that 
they  intend  to  apply  it  by  making  ad- 
vances to  artists.  When  an  artist  is  so 
poor  that  he  has  to  depend  for  daily  bread 
on  the  sale  of  his  productions,  he  is  pretty 
sure  to  cater  to  the  taste  of  the  mob  of 
consumers  instead  of  running  the  risk  of 
reaching  the  standard  of  the  aesthetic 
oligarchy.  That  is  what  Japanese  artists 
are  doing  nowadays.  They  work  for  the 
foreign  market,  obeying  their  own  concep- 
tion of  its  fancies  as  well  as  the  not  too 
elevating  dictates  of  the  foreign  middle- 
man.   Nothing  is  farther  from  our  thought 
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market  has  done  for  the  Japanese  artist. 
Without  it  he  must  have  starved,  morally 
and   physically.    Yet  it  has  exercised  a 
vitiating  as  well  as  a  vitalizing  effect,  and 
if  the  new  Society  has  sufficiently  ample 
resources  and  intelligent  resolve  to  replace 
the  Japanese  artist  in  his  former  position 
of  independence  and  relieve  his  genius 
from  the  pressure  of  sordid  care,  it  will  be 
playing   a  great  and  useful  role.  We 
wonder  whether  the  Society  will  be  suffi- 
ciently   old-fashioned    not    to  struggle 
against  the  appalling  nonchalance  of  its 
nationals'  methods.    While  it  is  absolutely 
true  that  the  prominent  qualities  of  the 
Japanese  art   artizan    are  guilelessness, 
probity,  and  unselfish  love  of  his  labour,  it 
is  also  true  that  he  is  the  most  maddening 
procrastinator  under  the  sun.    That  fatal 
habit  has  come  to  him  as  an  inheritance. 
It  is  partly   a  reminiscence  of  the  era 
when  his  ancestors  worked  without  any 
concern    whatever   for   the    passage  of 
time  ;  partly  an  outcome  of  politeness  too 
exquisite  to  permit  the  refusal  of  any  order, 
however  small  may  be  the  chances  of  its 
speedy  execution,    and  partly  a  conse- 
quence of  the  genuine  artist's  eclecticism 
which  forbids  him  to  turn  his  hand  in  any 
direction  until  his  fancy  has  led  the  way. 
But  to  be  able  to  analyse  it  is  small  com- 
fort to  those  who  have  suffered  by  it.  We 
sometimes  think  that  it  is  the  defect  most 
fatal  to  artistic  progress  in  modern  Japan, 
for  after  all  an  artist,  like  everyone  else, 
must  have  substantial  rewards,  and  what 
hope  is  there  of  substantial  reward  until 
some  trustworthy  relation  is  established 
between  capacity  and  result  ?    It  is  of  little 
use  from  a  commercial  point  of  view  to 
know  what  the  Japanese  art  artizan  is 
capable  of  unless  we  can  know  also  that 
his  capabilities  may  be  made  practically 
productive    within    reasonable    limits  of 
time.    At  present,  to  give  an  order  to  a 
Japanese  artist  means  that  one  must  at  the 
same  time  draw  inimitably  upon  one's  own 
stock  of  patience  and  confidence.  Will 
the  new  Society  recognize  this  state  of 
affairs  and  make  some  effort  to  correct  it  ? 


SUGAR. 
 ♦  


THE  attention  of  the  mercantile  classes 
in  Japan  is  now  directed  to  the  question 
of  sugar.  Mr.  FujITA,  Chief  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Bureau  in  the  Department  of  Agri 
culture  and  Commerce,  recently  delivered 
an  interesting  lecture  on  the  subject. 
Japan  was  self-supplying  as  a  matter  of 
necessity  before  she  opened  her  ports 
to  foreign  trade,  but  since  then  she  has 
preferred  to  purchase  certain  things  from 
Western  countries  and  to  employ  her  own 
industry  in  other  directions.  Sugar  is 
a  striking  illustration.  In  1872  the  amount 
of  sugar  imported  was  only  42  million 
catties,  and  its  value  if  million  Ten 
years  later  the  quantity  had  nearly  doubled, 
becoming  80  million  catties,  valued  at  4^ 
million  yen.    A  decade  later,  namely,  in 


1892,  we   find  an  import  of   190  million 
catties  worth  9^  million  yen.  In  thislastyear 
the  total  consumption  of  sugar  throughout 
the  empire  was  260  million  catties,  and  it 
thus  appears  that  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  total  were  obtained  from  abroad,  only 
70  million  catties  being  produced  in  Japan. 
Among  the  staples   imported  by  Japan 
from  abroad,  aggregating  about  70  million 
yen  annually,  cotton  heads  the  list  and 
sugar  stands  next.    In  the  case  of  cotton, 
Japanese  economists  feel  no  uneasiness, 
since  it  is  imported  for  the  purpose  of 
being  manufactured  in  the  country,  thus 
taking  the  place  of  a  manufactured  import. 
Moreover,  Japan  hopes  to  become  ulti 
mately  an  exporter  of  cotton  yarns  and 
piece-goods,  so  that  she  views  with  more 
than  complacency  theincreasingsuppliesof 
raw  cotton  that  enter  her  ports  every  year. 
But  the  sugar  problem  presents  itself  to  her 
in  a  different  light.    Sugar  being  an  article 
of   diet,  its  consumption   adds  nothing 
tangible  to  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and 
the  Japanese    are   therefore  anxious  to 
produce  it  at  home  if  possible;  a  desire 
intelligible    enough  and    not  imprudent 
provided  that  labour  be  not  diverted  for 
the  purpose  from  more  profitable  chan 
nels.    The  consumption  of  sugar  in  Japan 
is  rapidly  increasing.    The.  average  per 
capita  was  5^  catties  in  1888  and  6\  catties 
in  1892,  an  increase  of  nearly  20  per  cent, 
in  four  years.    Western  economists  regard 
the  consumption  of  sugar  as  a  trustworthy 
test  of  national  prosperity.    The  Japanese 
doubtless   take  the  same  view,  but  are, 
neverthess,  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  pay 
ing  some  10  millions  of  yen  annually  to 
foreign  countries  for  an  article  that  almost 
belongs  to  the  category  of  luxuries.  Be- 
sides, the  Japanese  are  becoming  epicures 
in  the  matter  of   sugar.    Their  palates 
used  to  be  less  discriminating.    Of  the 
total  quantity  of  sugar  imported  in  1872, 
fully  three-fourths — 33  million  catties  out 
of  42  millions — were  brown  sugar,  only  8 
million  catties  being  white.  In  other  words, 
for  every  4  catties  of  imported  brown  sugar 
consumed,  the  people  indulged  in  only  one 
catty  of  white     Ten  years  later  the  ratio 
had  become  three  to  one,  and  in  1892  the 
consumption  of  imported  white  sugar  ag- 
gregated no  milli5n  catties,  that  of  brown 
being  only  80  millions.    This  change  of 
taste  is  very  striking.  Special  explanations 
may  be  offered,  but  after  all  the  fact  re- 
mains that,  in  the  matter  of  sugar  at  any 
rate,  the  Japanese  consumer  puts  quality 
above  cost.    Japan  is  not  without  sugar 
growing  capacities.     In   Chiugoku,  Shi- 
koku,  Okinawa  (the  Loochoo  Islands)  and 
Oshima  (in  Kagoshima  Prefecture)  there 
are  districts  where  the  cane  can  be  cul 
tivated  with  success,  and  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  enterprise  of  the  people  will  not 
allow  them  to  continue  their  purchases 
from  foreign  countries  to  the  extent  of  ten 
milion  yen  annually  if  they  see  any  pro- 
spect of  self-supply.    Sugar  refineries  will 
first  be  established,  and  after  that  the  cul- 


tivation of  the  cane  will  attract  capital. 
When  men  of  Mr.  Fujita'S  reputation 
begin  to  interest  themselves  actively,  prac- 
tical results  will  follow  before  long. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentien  ts  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.1 


A  DANGER  TO  HEALTH. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, —  In  face  of  die  danger  now  threatening 
from  the  dreadful  disease  prevalent  in  Cliina,  the 
Authorities  deserve  praise  for  their  prompt  enforce- 
ment of  precautionary  measures.  There  is  one 
matter,  however,  that  seems  to  have  escaped  their 
notice,  but  which,  no  doubt,  they  will  be  quick  to 
rectify  when  once  their  attention  lias  been  drawn 
to  it,  and  that  is  the  regular  import  into  Yokohama 
of  old  cotton. 

This  article  is  brought  from  Shanghai  by  nearly 
every  steamer  arriving  from  that  port.  This  old 
cotton  consists  of  the  worn-out  stuffing  of  old 
winter  clothing  and  bedding;  it  is  full  of  yeimin 
and  horribly  filthy,  and  without  doubt  contains  the 
germs  of  leprosy,  small-pox,  and  every  loathsome 
disease  under  the  sun.  From  the  lime  of  its  arrival 
to  the  time  it  is  cleaned  it  has  to  be  handled  by 
numbers  of  people,  and  as  the  dust  flies  out  of  it 
every  lime  it  is  touched  the  risk  of  spreading 
disease  must  even  in  ordinary  times  be  very  great, 
Surely,  with  the  plague  gradually  spreading  in  the 
neighbouring  country,  the  import  of  this  dangerous 
article  should  be  stopped  without  a  moment's  de- 
lay for  the  sake  of  the  country  at  large.  At  ihe 
same  lime  there  is  no  reason  that  Hade  need  be 
inteifered  with,  as  the  colton  has  to  be  cleaned 
before  any  use  can  be  made  of  it,  and  it  might 
just  as  well  be  done  before  shipment  as  after  its 
arrival  in  this  country. 

As  this  is  a  matter  of  public  interest,  I  feel  sure 
that  you  will  be  glad  to  grant  space  for  the  inser- 
tion of  this  letter  in  your  valuable  journal. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

FRANCIS  OWSTON. 
Yokohama,  June  8th,  1894. 


THE  U.S.  MARINE  TOMBS  AT  KAKISAKI. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — All  that  is  known  of  some  men  is  learned 
from  the  few  words  engraved  on  thestonesthal  mark 
their  last  resting-place.  Doubtless  in  "Home 
Chronicles,"  if  such  exist,  or  in  the  archives  of 
the  memory  of  loved  ones,  more  is  known  than  is 
written  on  ihe  cold,  stony  slab  ;  but  to  see  a  tomb 
of  a  fellow  country-man  in  a  foreign  land  awakens 
questions  respecting  his  life  difficult  to  answer. 
There  are  a  few  such  tombs  in  Japan  wheie  a 
few  slabs,  with  dimly  carved  letters,  tell  us  all  lhat 
is  known  of  those  whose  bodies  rest  in  the  soil 
beneath.  One  of  these  places  is  in  Kakisaki,  a 
village  near  Shimoda,  in  Idzu,  on  a  small  hill  at 
the  side  of  ihe  first  U.S.  Consulate  in  Japan.  This 
place  is  now  known  as  the  Giyokusenji  Temple. 
These  tombs,  five  in  number,  mark  the  resting 
place  of  marines  who  belonged  to  Commodore 
Perry's  fleet  when  he  opened  negotiations  with  the 
Japanese  Government. 

For  many  years  these  tombs  were  hidden 
from  public  view,  though  the  road  from  Shimoda 
to  Iuatori  passes  within  ten  feet  of  them.  They 
were  overgrown  with  ivy,  bamboo  and  other 
gl  asses,  thus  shutting  them  entirely  from  view  ; 
the  lettering  was  almost  obliterated  with  moss  and 
mold,  and  one  stone,  lhat  of  Surgeon  Hamilton, 
had  fallen  to  the  ground  and  was  partly  broken. 
The  people  of  the  vicinity,  and  some  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Shimoda,  felt  that  this  historical 
place  should  he  repaired  and  put  in  order,  but 
ihey  had  not  the  means  at  their  command  to  give 
visible  shape  to  their  desires.  Some  three  years 
ago  the  matter  was  presented  to  Mr.  Dienst,  while 
stopping  a  few  days  at  that  place,  but  the  efforts 
to  repair  them  at  that  lime  proved  abortive.  In 
September  of  last  year,  Mr.  Dienst's  attention  was 
again  called  to  the  necessity  of  repairing  these 
tombs,  and  after  a  careful  inspection  and  ascer- 
taining plans  and  costs,  etc.,  the  whole  matter 
was  presented  to  Captain  A.  W.  McCormick, 
commander  of  the  U.S.S.  Lancaster,  then  in 
the  harbour  at  Yokohama.  He  took  the  matter 
into  favourable  consideration,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  necessary  funds  were  collected  to  make  the 
repairs.  Through  the  kindness  of  His  Excellency 
Minister  Dun,  and  the  Foreign  Office  of  the 
Japanese  Government,  the  necessary  privileges 


June  1 6,  i8g.|.'J 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL 


7:5 1 


weie  secured  to  begin  work  diet e,  and  during  ilia 
past  moil  111  all  was  completed  in  splendid  order. 

A  wall  of  stone  was  built  on  each  side  of  the  small 
hill  on  which  the  tombs  are  located  (the  hill  is 
about  twelve  feet  wide)  in  01  der  to  keep  the  gi  omul 
from  Crumbling  away  and  exposing  the  bodies. 
Around  the  plot  of  ground  above,  an  extra  wall  of 
dressed  stone,  one  toot  six  inches  high,  has  been 
built,  all  the  grass  and  shrubs  have  been  cleared 
away,  Dr.  Hamilton's  tomb-Stone  has  been  re- 
elected and  tepaiied,  the  whole  plot  of  ground 
laid  with  well  dressed  six-inch  stone,  forming  a 
solid  stone  floor,  thus  giving  the  whole  the  ap- 
peaiance  of  a  solid  piece  of  masonry. 

Neat  stone  steps,  leading  from  the  temple  to 
the  tombs  above  have  also  been  built.  The  tombs 
are  of  stone  quariied  in  the  vicinity  of  Shimoda, 
and,  including  the  base,  are  about  eight  feet  high. 

On  ascending  the  steps  we  find  engraved  on  the 
first  stone  these  words: — "  In  Memory  of  G.  W. 
Parish,  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  U.S.,  who  departed  this 
life  May  5th,  1854.  Aged  21  years."  On  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  stone  are  carved  in  small  letters 
these  words: — "This  stone  was  erected  by  his 
shipmates  in  token  of  their  regard  and  affection. 
For  he  was  beloved  while  living  and  is  lamented 
when  dead."  He  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  the 
fore-top  sail-yard  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
on  board  the  U.S.S.  Powhatan. 

On  the  next  stone  we  find  the  words  : — "Sacred 
to  the  memory  of  Robt.  Williams,  Private  U.S. 
Marines.  Died  on  board  the  United  States 
steamer  Mississippi,  Match  6th,  1854.  Aged  24 
years.    Erected  by  his  comrades." 

On  the  next  are  these  words :—"  Sacred  to  the 
memory  of  Alexander  Doouan,  late  a  Marine  on 
board  of  the  U.S.  steam  ti  igate  Mississippi,  who 
departed  this  life  in  this  poi  1  July  31st,  1858. 
Erected  by  the  Maiine  Gnaid  of  his  ship  as  a 
tribute  to  his  many  vii  lues.  He  lived  beloved  and 
respected.     He  died  regretted  by  all." 

Passing  to  the  following,  fbi  they  ai  e  in  a  straight 
row,  we  find  this  epitaph  :— -"  Jno.  D.  Storm,  Fire- 
man, U.S.N.,  of  Schohari  ie  Co.,  Ohio.  Erected  by 
his  comrades  of  the  fire-department.  Died  on 
board^of  the  U.S.  Steam  Frigate  Powhatan,  Feb. 
2,  1855.    Aged  27  years." 

The  last  in  the  list  is: — "In  Memory  of  Jas. 
Hamilton,  Passed  Assist.  Surgeon.  Died  at  sea 
on  board  U.S.  S.F.  Susquehanna,  Sept.  6,  1854." 

Those  who  chance  to  pass  through  that  part  of 
the  country  will  find  a  visit  to  this  place  worth  all 
the  trouble  it  costs  to  get  there.  Once  in  Shimoda, 
it  is  only  about  40  minutes  walk  along  the  sea 
shore,  to  the  east,  to  this  place.  There  is  little  to 
been  seen  at  the  old  Consulate  except  the  building, 
which  is  said  to  be  some  300  years  old. 

Yours,  &c,  G.  E.  DIENST. 

June  5th, 1894. 


A  VISIT  TO  A  RUSSIAN  CONVICT 
PRISON. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 

Sir, — On  my  way  across  the  American  con- 
tinent I  fell  in  with  a  gentleman,  largely  interested 
in  the  Saghalin  Fisheries,  and  on  his  inviting  me 
to  pay  him  a  visit,  I  immediately  accepted.  On 
our  way  here,  we  slopped  at  Korsakoff  to  have 
our  passports  vis&d,  and  to  pass  the  Board  of 
Health  examinations. 

After  this  ordeal  was  finished,  it  was  suggested 
to  me  to  go  on  shore,  but  I  refused,  not  seeing  any- 
thing very  attractive  in  the  prospect ;  when,  how- 
ever, the  Governor  of  the  Prison,  Mr.  Merkustroff, 
kindly  offered  the  inducement  of  a  visit  to  the 
Convict  Prison,  I  at  once  decided  to  go,  having 
recently  read  some  sensational  accounts  of  the 
cruel  way  in  which  the  prisoners  are  treated,  and 
considering  this  a  good  opportunity  for  verifying 
or  disproving  it,  on  my  own  account.  We,  Mr. 
Merkustroff,  Mr.  Borofoki  (Secretary  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Governor)  and  myself,  drove  directly  from 
the  landing  pier  to  the  prison,  so  that  I  can  only 
imagine  that  I  saw  everything  in  its  usual  routine, 
and  that  no  changes  had  been  made,  to  give  me 
a  better  impression  of  the  place,  ilieie  being  no 
time  for  doing  so. 

The  Governor  himself  acted  as  guide  and  Mr. 
Borofoki  filled  the  onerous  duties  of  interpreter, 
giving  me  much  valuable  information  about  the 
institution,  of  which  the  following  is  a  short  sum- 
mary. The  convicts  at  this  station  number  nearly 
5,000,  of  whom  300  are  women.  Of  the  women 
only  12,  and  of  the  men  over  1,100,  are  confined  to 
prison. 

Convicts  may  be  divided  into  three  separate 
classes  :— 

1st.— Those  who  ate  confined  to  prison  and  work 
at  some  trade. 

2nd. — Free  convicts,  or  those  who  have  served 
their  time,  and  are  free  to  roam  about  at  pleasure, 
and  earn  a  living  by  any  method  they  like,  and 


3'd. —  Those  who  aie  confined  to  prison,  and 
Wear  chains. 

Every  convict  on  his  arrival  here  is  placed  in 

the  1st  class.  He  is  confined  to  prison,  and  woiks 
at  some  trade.  When  he  has  seived  the  time  for 
which  he  was  sentenced,  or  has  shortened  it  by 
good  conduct,  he  is  advanced  to  the  2nd  class, 
and  is  at  liberty  to  do  as  he  pleases,  as  long  as  he 
does  not  attempt  to  escape,  or  bieak  any  of  the 
laws  of  the  settlement. 

Many  of  these  occupy  positions  as  cleilcs  in  the 
Government  Offices,  and  earn  as  much  as  $45 
a  month,  otheis  find  employment  as  domestic  sei- 
vants,  night-watchmen,  fishermen,  shop-keepers, 
or  by  working  at  the  trade  they  have  learned. 

Should  a  convict  at  any  time,  whether  in  the  1st 
or  2nd  class,  commit  some  offence  against  the 
laws,  or  attempt  to  escape,  he  is  immediately 
placed  in  class  3,  is  obliged  to  wear  chains,  and 
does  the  Government  work  of  road  making,  build- 
ing, drawing  water  and  such  like.  If  the  offence 
is  of  such  magnitude  that  the  Governor  of  the 
Prison  considers  he  ought  to  be  flogged,  there  are 
two  alterualives  open,  either,  on  his  own  authority, 
he  may  order  the  man  to  be  birched,  or  he  may 
apply  for  a  Commission  to  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  merits  of  the  case.  It  is  only  on  the  de- 
cision of  such  a  Court  Martial  that  the  knout 
may  be  used. 

Women,  however,  on  their  arrival  are  all  placed 
in  the  free  class.  They  are  never  confined  to 
piison  except  for  an  offence  committed  subsequent 
to  their  arrival  in  the  settlement.  They  may  be 
put  in  handcuffs,  but  nothing  more,  and  are  never, 
under  any  consideration,  flogged,  it  being  against 
the  law  to  do  so. 

The  kitchen  was  first  visited,  and  being  an  un- 
expected  guest,  it  was  impossible  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  diet  of  the  men.  The  men  were 
being  served  with  soup  for  supper,  when  we  arrived, 
and  I  was  asked  to  pass  judgment  on  it.  I  have 
often  sat  down  to  a  dinner,  where  the  soup 
has  not  been  so  palatable.  It  was  made  of  good 
meat  stock,  and  contained  larger  quantities  of 
vegetables. 

We  next  went  to  the  bakery,  where  they  had 
enormous  quantities  of  the  well  known  Russian 
black  bread.  It  struck  me  as  being  not  unlike 
Boston  brown  bread,  but  was  not  exactly  to  my 
taste.  I  found  identically  the  same  bread  on  the 
officers'  table  in  the  evening,  and  they  all  seemed 
to  enjoy  it,  preferring  it  to  white  bread,  of  which 
theie  was  also  a  liberal  supply,  so  I  was  obliged 
to  consider  that  I  was  at  fault,  and  did  not  ap- 
preciate its  good  qualities  sufficiently. 

As  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  men  are  fed 
liberally,  getting  meat  four  limes,  and  fresh 
fish,  of  which  there  is  an  unlimited  supply 
here,  three  times  a  week,  the  majority  of  the 
men  looking  healthy  and  strong.  After  finish- 
ing with  the  bakery  we  adjourned  to  the  Cells, 
where  the  convicts  may  be  confined  (but  never  for 
more  than  three  days  at  a  time)  for  any  special 
offence.  They  measure  over  6  feet  square,  are  lofty, 
dry,  and  well  ventilated,  but  perfectly  dark. 

Our  next  point  of  interest  was  the  Guard-room, 
where  are  kept  the  birches  and  knout  for  flogging 
refractory  men.  The  knout  is  an  ugly  looking  whip, 
with  a  short  handle,  and  two  lashes  of  about  3  feel 
in  length,  barely  %  inch  thickness  at  the  point  and 
covered  with  plaits  of  smooth  leather;  while  the 
birches  used  consist  of  Iwo  small  saplings  tied 
together. 

For  my  edification,  a  man,  much  against  his 
will  apparently,  was  laid  out  on  the  table  to  show 
how  they  are  strapped  down,  preparatory  to  being 
flogged. 

Afte  r  seeing  the  store-houses,  where  the  vege- 
tables are  kept,  we  went  to  the  sleeping  quarters. 
The  beds  consist  of  long  tables  or  shelves,  made 
on  an  incline,  running  round  the  sides  of  the  room, 
with  the  head  to  the  wall.  There  was  also  a  double 
row  down  the  centre  of  the  room.  Each  man  had 
a  mattrass,  some  of  better,  and  some  of  very  indif- 
ferent quality,  and  blankets.  The  sleeping  rooms, 
of  which  we  inspected  ten,  are  all  well  lighted, 
large  and  airy  rooms,  and  are  kept  at  a  very  com- 
fortable temperature.  Tliey  all  appeared  to  be 
similar,  and  each  one  contained  a  small  library 
for  the  use  of  the  men. 

While  here  I  examined  the  clothing  of  the  con- 
victs. The  majority  of  them  wore  sheep-skin 
coats,  had  good  warm  clothes,  something  like  an 
Irish  frieze,  and  good  boots.  As  a  natural  thing 
among  such  a  large  number  of  men,  some  are 
more  careless  of  their  things  than  others,  and  con- 
sequently, do  not  look  so  comfortable. 

We  afterwards  went  to  the  different  shops, 
where  the  trades  of  tailoring,  boot-making,  car- 
pentry, machine  and  waggon-making  are  carried 
on,  and  found  them  very  interesting,  though  work 
was  stopped  for  the  day,  all  the  men  having 
assembled  in  the  quadrangle  to  answer  to  the 
roll-call.     Just  as  we  completed  our  tour  of  in- 


spection, the  toll  call  finished,  and  the  melt  btfoif 
dismissing,  crowded  rOUIld  a  small  shrine  in  the 
centie,  and  sang  the  Russian  Evening  Hsyinn. 

It  was  a  most  impressive  sight)  and  a  fitting 
termination  to  my  visit,  while  the  singing  was 
teally  excellent,  being  better  than  one  ollen  hears 
from  a  choir  of  liaiued  voices. 

I  dined  that  evening  with  one  of  the  officers, 
and  Mr.  Borofoki  conveyed  to  me  an  invitation 
from  the  Governor  to  repeal  my  visit  to  the  piison 
on  the  following  day,  to  see  the  men  at  work, 
should  I  not  leave  Korsakoff  before  that.  I  readily 
accepted,  and  having  learned  that  I  tie  steamei 
would  not  be  able  to  leave  before  the  following 
evening,  made  an angemenls  accoi dingly. 

Next  morning,  under  the  guidance  of  Mi  .  Boro- 
foki, I  saw  all  the  men  at  work  at  their  vari- 
ous trades,  paid  a  visit  to  ihe  hospital,  the 
school,  the  police  court,  and  to  two  of  ihe  Free 
convicts  cottages.  We  also  went  to  the  baths, 
which  are  unlike  anything  I  had  previously  seen, 
being  Russian  steam  baths.  Since  that  lime  I 
have  tried  them,  and  find  it  is  not  unlike  an  ordi 
tiaty  Turkish  bath,  except  that  the  heat  is  moist, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  of  a  higher  temperature, 
and  that  it  acted  more  rapidly  on  the  skin. 

Every  convict  is  obliged  to  lake  at  least  one  bath 
a  week. 

This  completed  my  first  visit  to  a  convict  pri- 
son. It  was  a  most  interesting  experience  and  one 
which  I  shall  not  soon  forget. 

To  sum  up  my  impressions  in  a  few  words,  I 
can  only  add,  that  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
what  I  have  seen,  the  Russian  treat  their  convicts 
much  more  leniently  than  they  ever  get  credit  for. 

GRAHAM  CAMPBELL. 
Yokohama,  June,  1894. 


MEMORIAL 
Drawn  u?  by  the  Yokohama  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  transmission  to  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

 ♦  

Yokohama,  May  15th,  1894. 

We,  the  undersigned  business  firms  and  mem- 
bers of  the  community  of  Yokohama,  being  in- 
terested, either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  trade 
between  the  gold  using  countries  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  the  silver  using  counti  ies  of  the  East, 
view  the  future  of  that  trade  with  positive  alarm. 

In  addressing  a  Chamber  of  merchants  it  is 
unnecessary  that  we  should  dwell  at  any  length 
on  the  difficulties  and  losses  against  which  Eastern 
firms  are  now  and  have  for  many  years  been  con- 
tending, because  of  the  frequent  and  violent  fluc- 
tuations in  the  relative  values  of  gold  and  silver. 
We  need  only  state  that  these  conditions  have 
rendered  almost  intolerable  the  position  of  all 
merchants  in  silver  using  countries,  and  have 
been  especially  harassing  to  those  engaged  in 
the  Import  11  ade. 

It  will  also  be  readily  understood  that  the  ever 
increasing  divergence  between  the  value  of  the 
precious  metals  has  most  prejudicially  affected  the 
vast  capital,  chiefly  British,  which  is  invested  in 
the  East  in  land  and  buildings,  and  the  establish- 
ment and  working  of  such  adjuncts  to  trade  as 
Banks,  Docks,  Insurance,  and  Industrial  Com- 
panies. Not  only  is  the  capital  value  of  these 
undertakings  seriously  depreciated,  but  the  in- 
creased burden  of  fixed  gold  obligations  threatens 
some  of  the  companies  with  extinction,  and  their 
shareholders  with  ruin. 

Unfortunately  at  the  present  lime  we  are  com- 
pelled to  regard  the  situation  as  graver  than  ever 
before,  because  the  recent  heavy  fall  in  the  gold 
value  of  silver  opens  up  an  entirely  new  prospect. 
Until  1893  the  decline  in  ihe  average  gold  prices 
of  the  commodities  imported  to  the  East  had  kept 
more  than  even  pace  with  the  fall  of  silver  as  mea- 
sured in  gold,  but  the  conditions  of  production  in 
Europe,  after  the  shrinkage  in  values  that  has 
already  taken  place,  are  not  such,  that  without 
grave  disaster,  pi  ices  can  follow  silver  over  the 
precipice  it  has  lately  descended.  At  the  present 
time  the  silver  prices  of  neai  ly  all  articles  imported 
from  the  West  aie  from  25  to  30  per  cent,  higher 
than  they  were  in  1892,  and  this  difference  given  a 
substantial  premium  to  all  Eastern  competitors. 

Japan  is  eminently  in  a  position  10  take  advant- 
age of  the  acute  condition  of  affairs  now  reached, 
for  she  has  an  unlimited  command  of  good  and 
intelligent  labour  at  very  low  rates  of  wages,  and 
her  supply  of  coal  is  ample  for  her  own  needs  as 
well  as  for  export.  Consequently,  with  her  indus- 
tries protected  by  low  exchange,  Japan  is  becoming 
a  great  manufacturing  country,  and  rapidly  ad- 
vancing to  a  position  of  marked  prominence  in 
many  of  the  branches  of  Eastern  trade. 

Cotton  Yarns  have  been  and  still  are  amongst 
the  principal  imports  from  England  and  British 
India  to  the  Far  East,  but  Japanese  spinnings  are 
rapidly  growing  in  favour  not  only  in  Japan,  but 
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also  in  China,  and  we  ihinlt  it  ptobable  lliai  if  the 
Silver  Exchanges  remain  depressed  as  at  piesent 
those  markets  will  at  no  distant  date  be  Closed  to 
all  Yarns  save  those  of  their  own  manufacture. 

The  following  figures  furnished  by  the  Agiicul- 
tin  aland  Commercial  Department,  will  seive  to 
show  briefly  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Cotton 
Spinning  Industry  in  Japan  : — 
The  first  mill  was  erected  in  the  year  1863, 

with   5i4S6  spindles. 

By  the  end  of  1883  this  had  been  increased  to 

16  mills  with   43,704  spindles. 

By  the  end  of  1888  this  had  been  increased  to 

34  mills  with   88,140  spindles. 

Hy  the  end  of  1893  this  had  been  increased  to 

39  mills  with  403,314  spindles. 

The  official  returns  for  1893  are  not  yet  issued 
and  cannot  therefore  be  given,  but  it  is  believed 
that  there  are  now  46  mills  in  existence  1  mining 
about  600,000  spindles. 

There  is  the  prospect  of  an  even  more  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  near  future,  as  it  is  known  that  large 
orders  have  been  placed  for  more  cotton  spinning 
machinery  (some  intended  for  yarns  of  the  finer 
qualities),  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Japanese  Diet,  the  Export  Duty  on 
Cotton  Yarns  will  be  removed  the  Bill  having 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  last  session,* 
while  strong  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  the 
abolition  of  the  Import  duty  on  Raw  Coiton  as 
well. 

In  connection  with  the  Cotton  manufactui  es  there 
is  to  be  noted  a  great  increase  in  the  import  of 
Raw  Coiton  generally,  but  we  anticipate  that  if 
exchange  with  America  remains  at  a  vei  y  low 
level,  and  the  rupee  continues  to  be  held  above  its 
bullion  value,  China  will  eventually  furnish  to 
Japan  all  the  Cotton  she  needs,  except  such  staple 
as  cannot  be  grown  on  Chinese  soil.  In  evidence 
of  this  possibility,  the  import  of  Raw  Cotton  fiom 
China  to  Japan  has  increased  from  61,328,021  lbs. 
in  1891  to  95,115,130  lbs.  in  1893,  and  is  capable 
of  practically  unlimited  development. 

We  think  it  unnecessary  to  refer  in  detail  to  the 
many  other  manufactures  in  which  this  country  is 
not  only  supplying  home  wants,  but  successfully 
competing  with  Europe,  in  the  markets  of  China, 
the  Straits  Settlements,  and  India. 

japan  is  not  deficient  in  mineral  wealth,  and  the 
premium  given  to  Japanese  coal  by  the  estrange- 
ment of  silver  from  gold  has  resulted  in  a  largely 
increased  expoit  to  many  quarters,  including  San 
Francisco  and  Bombay,  and,  as  it  is  understood 
that  Japanese  shipowners  are  acquiring  steamers 
specially  adapted  for  this  trade,  it  may  be  expected 
to  show  continued  and  increasing  vitality. 

Further  we  may  point  out  that  the  fall  in  the 
gold  price  of  silver  has  directly  influenced  the  gold 
prices  of  all  commodities  imported  by  silver  using 
countries.  It  is  only  natural  that  the  native  con- 
sumers of  impoited  articles  should  resist,  so  far  as 
they  can,  any  rise  in  the  silver  prices  of  those  arti- 
cles, and  therefore  with  every  fall  of  silver  there  is 
new  pressure  upon  gold  prices  and  a  tendency  slill 
fin  ther  to  contract  them.  It  is  not  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  a  fall  of  gold  prices  thus  generated 
might  extend  to  many  industries  having  no  direct 
connection  with  Eastern  trade.  For  the  actual 
course  of  prices  over  the  20  years  ending  31st 
December  1892,  we  refer  to  the  Tables  appended 
to  Mr.  Consul  Jamieson's  "  Report  on  the  General 
Position  which  China  occupies  with  regard  to  the 
Silver  Question." 

For  Hie  reasons  we  have  indicated,  we  believe 
that  if  existing  conditions  continue,  their  effects 
on  the  commerce  of  the  world  will  be  of  a  mo 
nientous  character;  whilst  if  they  are  to  be  altered 
it  should  be  done  without  further  loss  of  time. 
Every  month  of  delay  in  monetary- reform  does 
not  only  a  temporal  y  but  a  permameut  injury  to 
the  trade  of  all  countries  having  a  gold  standard, 
as  although  the  eventual  lighting  of  the  silver 
question  may  check  ihe  further  establishment  of 
mills  in  Japan  and  China,  those  already  erected 
will  remain,  keen  competitors  of  mills  and  factories 
of  Lancashire  and  the  West  and  there  will  be 
great  difficulty  in  ever  getting  back  again,  the 
trade  now  being  diverted. 

Already,  under  the  influence  of  cheap  silver,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  tiade  East  of  Suez  is  find- 
ing for  itself  new  channels  which  will  gradually 
be  closed  to  Western  competition,  and  we  forsee 
that  further  persistence  in  the  present  monetary 
policy  of  Great  Britain  must  entail  an  injury  to 
the  manufactures  and  industries  of  the  West,  the 
extent  of  which  is  incalculable. 

We  therefore  welcome  the  action  of  your  Cham 
her  in  memorializing  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  endeavour  to  bring  about  another  Inter 
national  Monetary  Conference,  as  a  step  towards 
the  restoration  of  confidence  and  prosperity  in 
the  Eastern  trade,  and  we  desire  to  assure  you 
of  our  cordial  sympathy  and  support  in  any 
further  action  that  may  lend  to  the  speedy  rehabi 
litation  of  silver  and  the  reestablishment  of  a 
stable  ratio  of  value  between  the  precious  metals 


THE  LATE  MR.  HUGH  ERASER. 

The  following  Address  of  condolence  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  Hugh  Fraser,  at  H.B.M.  Le- 
gation, Tokyo,  this  week,  from  the  British  com- 
munity of  Yokohama.  Mrs.  Fraser's  acknow- 
ledgement is  also  appended  : — 

Yokohama,  7 ill  June,  1894. 
Dear  Mrs.  Fraser, — The  death  of  your  hus- 
band is  an  event  which  Englishmen  in  Yokohama 
cannot  pei  mil  to  pass  unnoticed  ;  and  we  therefore 
desire  to  recoi  d  our  deep  sense  of  the  great  loss 
we  have  sustained  thereby. 

It  occurred  whilst  he  was  still  in  the  active  ser- 
vice of  his  Queen  and  country,  engaged  in  the 
per  f  01  ma  nee  of  duties  the  1  ight  dischai  ge  of  which 
was  the  guiding  principle  of  his  life  ;  and  we  know 
that  it  was  met  with  fortitude  and  resignation. 

Although  some  of  us  had  not  the  privilege  of 
the  personal  friendship  of  the  late  Minister,  that 
ciicumslance  does  not  debar  us  from  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  high  esteem  and  regard  in  which 
iiis  memory  is  held  by  his  countrymen,  nor  from 
offering  you  our  heartfelt  condolence,  and  assur- 
ing you  of  our  warmest  and  most  sincere  sympa- 
thy in  your  sad  and  sudden  bereavement. 
We  are,  dear  Mrs.  Fraser, 

Your  faithful  servants, 


N.  P.  Kingdon. 
Jas.  Dodds. 
James  Waller. 
W.B.  Walter  (p.T.W.) 
Am  brose  B-  Walford. 
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P.  C.  Potts. 

Thus.  S.  Baker. 

J.  D.  Smart. 

C.  A.  Black. 

Percy  de  C.  Morriss. 

B.  Sharp. 

J.  P.  Mackintosh. 
John  Thomson. 
H.  V.  Dickinson. 
E.  R.  Morriss. 
H.  V.  Henson. 
H.  W.  Bell. 
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Geo.  H.  Allcock. 
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P.  E.  Fred.  Stone. 

F.  V.  Cruickshank. 
F.  J.  Hall. 

Win.  Sutter. 

A.  J.  Easton. 
Arthur  T,  Watson. 
Arthur  K.  Rees. 
Arthur  F.  Cabeldu. 
W.  J.  A.  Cabeldu. 
Tom  Thomas. 

].  L.  O.  Eyton. 

B.  H.  Pratt. 
Jno.  W.  Hall, 
'j.  Griffin. 

C.  A.  H.  Cole  Watson 
J-". 

F.  Pollard. 
Chas.  I.  Eraser. 
R.  Ross. 
Thos.  Watson. 
F.  P.  Solomon. 

E.  W.  Barton. 

B.  Hyde  Pearson. 

C.  B.  Stedman. 
H.  J.  Hunt. 

J.  Cole  Hartland. 
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Rob!.  Hay. 
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James  Stewart. 

J,  F.  Lowder. 

James  P.  Mollison. 

W.  P.  Mitchell. 

Wm.  Geo.  Bayne. 

R.  Home. 

R.  S.  Schwabe. 

A.  J.  Wilkin. 

J.  B.  Parsons. 

M.  T.  B.  Macpherson. 

John  C.  Budd. 

J.  Archer. 

E.  A.  Coutts. 

E.  W.  Rutter. 
Arthur  H.  Groom. 
J.  Ricketi. 

Geo.  Syme  Thomson. 
Win.  Ross. 

F.  Toivnley. 
F.  O.  Eustace. 
K.  F.  Crawford. 
S.  O.  Unite. 

H.  Tennant. 
R.  M.  Stirling. 
R.  W.  Borthwick. 
A.  R.  G.  Clark. 
Edwin  Wheeler. 
A.  H.  Dare. 
Jas.  Martin. 
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E.  Leopold. 
Isaac  Bunting. 
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Harry  J.  Sharp. 
Jno.  Smedley. 
W.  W.  Till. 
J.  D.  Hutchison. 
A.  C.  Read. 
P.  R.  Daniel. 


Mrs.  Hugh  Fraser, 

The  British  Legation,  Tokyo. 


British  Legation, 

Tokyo,  June  nth,  1894. 

Dear  Mr.  Kingdon, —  I  find  it  very  difficult 
to  express  in  adequate  terms  my  heartfelt  gratitude 
for  the  letter  which  you  and  so  many  English  re- 
sidents in  Yokohama  have  had  the  great  kindness 
to  address  to  me,  expressing  the  sense  of  the  loss 
which  you  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  my  dear 
husband  ami  yonr  condolence  with  myself  in  the 
gieat  sorrow  which  has  fallen  upon  me. 

I  have  already  received,  both  dining  my  dear 
husband's  illness  and  since  his  death,  from  very 
many  individual  friends  most  touching  proofs  of 
deep  sympathy.  Every  possible  tribute  of  honour 
and  respect  was  paid  by  friends  of  every  nationa- 
lly in  Japan  when  he  was  carried  to  his  last  resting 
place,  and  his  own  countrymen  bore  him  from  his 
home  to  his  grave.  Such  evidences  of  friend- 
ship and  of  lender  and  thoughtful  sympathy 
have  done  much  to  soften  the  grief  of  this  time 
of  my  trial,  and  your  letter  now  gives  me  the 
great  consolation  of  knowing  that  the  sympathy 
which  has  been  shown  by  individual  friends 
is  equally  shared  by  all  Englishmen  in  Yoko- 
hama. No  quality  in  my  dear  husband  was, 
throughout  his  life,  stronger  than  his  love  for  and 
pride  in  his  country  and  countrymen,  and  this 
maik  of  appreciation  from  those  among  whom  the 
close  of  his  career  was  passed,  would  have  been 
inexpressibly  gratifying  to  him  had  lie  been  spared 
to  receive  it.  By  myself  and  my  sons  your  letter 
will  always  be  carefully  preserved  and  highly  valu- 
ed, and  while  bearing  away  from  Japan  the 
memory  of  the  greatest  sorrow  of  my  life,  I  shall 
also  carry  with  me  and  always  cherish  the  memory 
of  thoughtful  and  sincere  kindness  and  touching 
sympathy  evinced,  at  the  hour  in  which  they 
were  most  needed,  in  every  way  that  kind  and 
gentle  hearts  could  prompt. 

Begging  thai  you  will  communicate  this  letter 
to  Englishmen  in  Yokohama,  and  along  with  it 
every  assurance  of  the  most  heartfelt  and  affec- 
tionate thanks  that  I  can  send  to  them,  believe  me, 
Dear  Mr.  Kingdon, 

Gratefully  and  sincerely  yours, 

Mary  Fraser. 

To  N.  P.  Kingdon,  Esq., 
Yokohama. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY  OF 
JAPAN. 
 -♦  — 

An  ordinary  meeting  of  the  above  mentioned 
Society  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Geographical 
Society  (Chigaku-Kiokai),  Nishikonya-cho,  Kio- 
bashi,  Tokyo,  at  5  p.m.  on  Friday,  8th  June,  Mr. 
C.  D.  West,  M.A.,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  which 
corresponded  with  the  report  in  the  Japan  Mail, 
having  been  read,  it  was  pointed  out  that,  at  this 
meeting,  which  was  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  the  matter  of  the  ireasurership  had  been 
left  unsettled,  Mr.  Ishizu  objecting  to  take  the 
appointment.  This  mistake  having  been  correct- 
ed, the  minutes  were  approved,  and  ill e  meeting 
then  proceeding  to  the  business  of  electing  a  trea- 
surer, Mr.  S.  Kajima,  Junior,  was  unanimously 
elected. 

Baron  A.  d'Anetlian  and  Mr.  T.  Kamiya  were 
duly  proposed,  seconded,  and  unanimously  elected 
members  of  the  Society. 

It  was  announced  that  an  out-door  meeting,  or 
field  day,  would  be  held  on  the  17th  June,  at  Eno- 
shim  a,  the  meeting  to  begin  in  the  morning,  and 
the  members  to  meet  for  lunch  at  the  Kinkiio  tea- 
house at  12.30. 

Mr.  Kajima  Seibei  then  showed  a  number  of 
bromide  prints  of  various  tints,  some  of  which  were 
particularly  pleasing.  The  colours  shown  were 
brown,  or  "  red  sepia,"  green,  two  distinctly  dif- 
ferent blues,  and  yellow. 

Mr.  Kajima  gave  the  follow  description  of  his 
method  of  producing  these  prints: — The  prints  are 
exposed,  developed  with  eikonogen  in  the  usual 
way,  fixed  in  a  neutral  b^lh  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  an  acid  bath,  and  thoroughly  washed.  They 
are  then  Ireated  with  the  following  solution  :  — 

Nirate  of  lead    J  ounce. 

Red  prussiate  of  potash   f  ounce. 

Water  12  ounces. 

This  converts  the  image  from  black  into  a  faint 
yellow.  The  prints  are  again  thoroughly  washed, 
and  the  yellow  image  is  then  toned  to  different 
colours,  with  various  solutions  as,  follows: — For 
blue : — 

Perchloride  of  iron    5  drams. 

Water  ,   6  ounces. 

For  another  blue,  called  by  some  a  "  black  blue," 
Ihe  prints  are  treated  with  a  weak  solution  of  fer- 
rous sulphate.  The  strength  of  this  solution  is 
not  material.    For  green  :— 

Neutral  chromate  of  potassium  ...    J  ounce. 

Water    12  ounces. 
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The  prints  are  washed,  and  are  afterwards  treated 
as  for  ihjB  Hist  of  the  two  blues  mentioned.  For 
bi  own,  01  "  1  ed  sepia  "  :  — 

Clipper  chloride   5  drams. 

Wa'er   6  ounces 

Tlie  action  of  this  solution  is  very  rapid.  F01 
yellow  : — 

Mercuric  chloride    go  grains. 

Iodide  of  potassium   150  grains. 

Water    8  ounces. 

The  action  of  Litis  solution  in  very  slow,  but  the 
prints  darken  considerably  in  drying,  By  continu- 
ing the  action  for  a  long  time,  a  vei  y  pleasing 
colour  that  might  be  described  a.s  "light  brown  " 
results. 

Messrs.  VV.  K.  Burton  and  T.  Kondo  showed 
the  results  of  tlie  use  of  01  thochi  omalic  plates  will 
a  yellow  screen  for  portraiture.  The  result,  in  the 
case  of  people  of  dark  complexion,  was  remark- 
able. In  the  case  of  the  01  thoclu omatic  plate  the 
necessity  for  retouching  was  almost  done  away 
with,  and  a  1  esult  obtained  that  could  not  be  got  by 
any  amount  of  re-touching  in  the  case  of  an  or- 
dinal y  plate.  The  photographs  taken  on  ordinary 
plates  looked  like  caricatures,  besides  those  on 
the  orthochromaiic  plates.  Professional  photo- 
graphers had  been  prevented  from  using  ortho- 
chromatic  plates  for  their  ordinary  woik  in  the 
studio  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  a  colour  screen, 
which  is  quite  necessary  to  get  the  full  advantage 
of  oithochiomacy,  but  this  difficulty  was  oveicome 
by  the  use  of  a  sheet  of  ordinary  patent  plate 
coated  with  picrated  gelatine  fixed  in  the  dark 
slide  in  contact  with  the  sensitive  film  as  described 
at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Burton  showed  an  "  iris  diaphragm 
shutter  by  the  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Company 
of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  United  States  of  America. 
He  pronounced  it  unmistakably  the  best  shutter 
he  had  ever  seen.  It  opened  and  closed  at  the 
cenhe,  as  shutters  intended  to  woik  between  the 
combinations  of  a  lens  ought  to,  and  the  opening 
was  nearly  circular  from  beginning  to  end.  The 
lime  taken  for  opening  and  closing  was  only  a 
fraction  of  the  whole  time  of  exposure,  so  that  the 
"  coefficient  of  light  "  was  remarkably  high.  The 
exposure  could  readily  be  varied  between  of  a 
second,  and  3  seconds,  or  a  "time  exposure" 
could  be  given  without  the  necessity  of  keeping 
pressure  on  the  pneumatic  release.  The  shutter 
did  not  open  in  "  setting  "  and,  by  a  particularly 
ingenious  device  the  vanes  which  opened  and 
closed  to  give  the  exposure  could  be  set  to  open  to 
any  desired  aperture,  so  that  they  acted  as  an  iris 
diaphragm  as  well  as  a  shutter.  The  woi  kmanship, 
all  in  metal,  was  of  the  highest  degree  of  excellence. 


LETTER  FROM  AMERICA . 
 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Ithaca,  N.Y.,  May  ioth,  i8yit 
It  is  next  to  impossible  to  travel  anywhere  in 
the  United  States  at  this  end  of  the  century  without 
meeting  people  who  have  been  in  Japan.  Three 
weeks  spent  during  the  month  of  April  "  away 
down  East  in  Maine  "  show  this  very  clearly. 
Your  correspondent  has  been  very  nearly  at  the 
point  where  one  jumps  off  from  the  United  Stales 
into  tlie  Queen's  Dominion,  yet  even  there  is  re- 
minded of  Dai  Nippon.  At  Eastport  one  recalls 
lhal  there  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry  made  a  visit 
in  the  U.S.S.  frigate  Mississippi  just  before  going 
to  Japan,  and  was  impressed  not  only  with  the 
difficulty  of  settling  Ihe  question  of  the  Newfound- 
land fisheries,  but  also  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  of  American  whalers  in  the  seas  of  Japan. 

At  Bangor  Theological  Seminary,  where  some 
effort  is  made  to  throw  light  upon  the  questions  of 
"  Religion  in  Chinese  Asia,"  the  speaker  found  in 
his  audience  one  gentleman  and  his  wife  who  had 
travelled  over  a  large  area  of  beautiful  Japan. 
Being  a  lumber  merchant,  and  following  out  the 
business  most  in  repute  at  Bangor,  he  was  both 
valuable  and  discriminating  in  It  is  praises  of 
Japanese  forestry,  timber,  and  the  excellent 
methods  of  the  Japanese  for  the  preservation  of 
iheir  forests. 

Indeed,  an  American  who  sees  how  wastefully 
the  Yankees  have  exhausted  Nature's  resources 
cannot  but  take  one  or  two  good  lessons  from  the 
Mikado'ssubjects.  The Adirondacks  in  New  York 
have  been  so  deforested  that  the  sources  of  the 
Hudson  river  have  been  dangerously  depleted,  so 
that  the  river  itself  has  long  been  what  is  known 
among  hydrographers  as  "a  drowned  out  river." 
For  this  noble  stream,  whose  biith-place  is  in  the 
Lake  called, ifwe  translate  the  Indian  word, "Tear 
of  tlie  Clouds,"  and  which  flows  past  Manhattan 
Island  to  the  ocean,  in  reality  dies  not  very  far 
from  the  Highlands  at  West  Point.  There  its 
fresh  water  life  is  lost  in  the  salt  waters  of  the 


ocean,  and  the  liquid  is  titliei  saline  01  blgcklsll 
fi  mil  this  point  on. 

In  Maine  also  the  forests  are  being  rapidly  cut 
down,  and  although  even  yet  the  map  seems  to 
present  only  a  great  surface,  dotted  and  lined  with 
ponds,  lakes,  and  streams,  furnishing  a  watei 
power  which  is  unparalleled  in  any  other  pail  of 
the  United  Slates,  yet  the  volume  of  water  de 
scending  to  the  sea  is  noticeably  lessening  in  thfc 
eyes  of  old  inhabitants.  Just  now  the  Maine  folks 
are  in  great  anxiety  lest  the  Wilson  Bill  in  Con- 
gress should  remove  all  pi  otective  duty  on  luitlbei , 
and  this  necessary  article  should  come  in,  fron! 
Canada  and  elsewhere,  free.  lodging,  however, 
by  the  way  the  bill  is  suffering  in  the  Senate,  there 
will  soon  he  little  accuiacy  in  speaking  of  it  as  the 
"  Wilson  "  Bill. 

To  lesume  our  subject  of  Japanese  trees  and 
eturned  people,  there  have  been  several  Japanese 
students  in  the  divinity  school  at  Bangor,  though 
none  was  in  my  audience.    In  the  Faculty,  how-' 
ever,  aie  two  returned  quondam  Orientals.  One  is 


Rev.  John  Sewall  (a  lineal  descendant  of  old  Judge 
Sewall  of  Massachusetts,  the  author  of  the  Puritan 
Pepys  Diary),  Professor  of  Homiletics  and  Sacred 
Rhetoric.  In  1852,  as  Captain's  Cleik  on  board 
the  U.S.S.  frigate  Saratoga,  he  visited  Japan, 
and  his  recollections  of  Perry's  peaceful  armada 
are  very  keen.  In  one  of  the  occasions  while  on 
shoie,  Mr.  Sewall  was  right  alongside  of  Peiry 
when  the  final  details  of  the  treaty  were  made 
through  Hayashi  Daigaku-no  Kami,  and  he  recalls 
not  only  how  the  distinguished  professor  of  Chinese 
and  the  Ameiican  Commodore  (whom  the  Japan- 
ese always  called  "Admiral")  looked  and  also 
how  Bayard  Taylor  kept  himself  busy  taking  notes. 

The  other  is  Rev.  George  W.  Gilmore,  also  of 
Bangor  Seminary,  author  of  Korea  from  Its  Capi- 
tal (who  has  now  a  work  neatly  ready  for  the  press 
on  the  authorship  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John),  has 
chaige  of  the  department  devoted  to  the  thorough 
mastery  of  the  English  Bible.  In  several  of  the 
theological  schools  of  the  United  States  such  a 
course  has  been  inaugurated  for  students  unable, 
by  lack  of  previous  preparation,  to  master  Greek 
and  Hebrew.  The  constant  call  for  pastors  and 
preachers  in  our  growing  West  is  so  great  that  it 
is  impossible  to  provide  thoroughly  educated  men 
with  sufficient  rapidity  or  in  adequate  numbers. 
Already,  it  is  probable  that  less  than  fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  cieigymen  in  the  United  States  have  had  a 
full  collegiate  education,  a  fact  to  be  for  many 
reasons  greatly  deplored.  Mr.  Gilmore  gave  me 
the  first  intimation  I  received  of  the  assassination 
of  Kim  Ok-Kyiin. 

The  study  of  comparative  religion  is  one  which  is 
exciting  great  interest  among  us,  and  already  there 
are  at  least  six  universities,  which  have  endowed 
professorships  for  the  teaching  of  this  science,  while 
probably  as  many  more  colleges  or  theological 
seminai  ies  have  lectureships,  either  occasional  or 
permanent,  on  this  theme.  We  notice  also  that  cer- 
tain  institutions  for  the  training  of  missionaries 
give  attention  to  the  subject.    Of  course,  theie 
are  fierce  oppositions  and  denunciations  of  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  Christian  teachers  to  treat 
the  non-Christian  religions  seriously  or  respect- 
fully, but  the  world  moves  and  the  word  of  God 
cannot  be  bound,  while  science  t's  bound  to  assert 
itself  in  every  line  of  human  enquiry.    As  the 
science  of  comparative  religion   is  distinctively 
Christian  in  its  birth  and  nature,  it  must  and  un- 
doubtedly will  be  increasingly  cultivated  in  every 
land  of  Christendom.      It  is  to  be  hoped  also 
that  native  scholars  in   non-Christian  countries 
will  be  quickened  and  provoked   to  furnish  the 
material  by  which  the  leligion  they  profess  or  have 
inherited  can  be  honestly  examined  and  appraised. 
Certainly  Christians  are  not  apt  to  appreciate  fully 
their  own  religion,  to  understand  its  sacred  writ- 
ings, or  to  rise  to  their  highest  ideals  until  Ihe 
faiths  of  man  outside  of  Christendom  have  been 
fairly  studied. 

Maine,  though  about  as  large  as  all  the  lest  of 
New  England,  is  not  a  wealth'y  or  fertile,  or  largely 
populated  state.  It  has  much  less  than  a  million 
inhabitants  and  is  losing  rather  than  gaining 
annually.  Its  magnificent  water  power  is  not 
yet  utilized  to  any  noticable  degree,  and  this 
for  many  reasons  :  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
labour  market,  the  uncertainty  of  Ihetariff  question, 
the  great  expense  of  railway  freights  owing  to 
the  great  distances,  and  other  minor  causes. 
Maine  produces  ice  in  winter,  granite  in  summerj 
and  hay  in  between.  At  the  recent  Columbian' 
Woi  Ids  Fair  Exposition  at  Chicago  the  granite 
slate  used  in  constructing  the  buildings  was  cut 
and  polished  by  the  workmen  of  Maine  as  a  free 
gift.  In  Jackson  Park,  just  as  Maine  is  upon  the 
map  of  the  United  States,  the  Maine  House  was 
put  in  the  very  North-tfast  corner.  There  was  a 
fine  exhibition  in  education,  in  canoes,  and  ship 
models,  in  iron  work,  in  fisheries,  in  natural  his- 
tory, in  canned  provisions,  and  the  superb  speci- 


inens  .)(  huge  game  in  the  line  of  b.-.irs  and  moose 
wne  very  noticeable.     Yet  although  the  hoitii.nl 
llHC  gnd  agriculture  showed  science  and  skill,  they 
wm.    utleily  dwaifed  by  the  splendid  moductsof 
the  West. 

Pi  om  the  view  of  social  life,  however,  Maine  is  a 
delightful  stale  to  travel  in,  and  besides  warm 
lienits  and  hospitable  homes  there  areiichhi*. 
lot  leal  associations.  The  names  on  the  map  and 
of  the  streets,  the  old  relics  dug  up  from  the  ground 
show  how  much  woik  the  French  missiouai  ies, 
diplomatists,  sailors,  and  soldiers  did  in  Hying  to 
|jel  this  slice  of  earth  to  belong  permanently  to 
the  domain  of  Louis  ihe  Fourteenth.  The  whole 
co.isi  from  Campo  Bello  to  Piscaiaqua  River  is 
redolent  of  the  names  of  explorers  and  navigators, 
whose  French  artillery  once  awoke  the  echoes  of 
this  lock  bound  and  richly  indented  sea  front. 
I  wo  01  three  days  spent  in  the  home  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  in  Port- 
land, made  these  facts  pleasantly  apparent.  Yet, 
lesl  one  might  lose  himself  in  the  charms  of  the 
past,  he  is  quickly  recalled  to  the  modern  days  by 
seeing  in  one  of  the  finest  paits  of  the  beautiful 
ciiy  the  bronze  statue  of  Longfellow. 

In  Augusta  where  I  spent  the  night,  I  walked 
again  into  the  old  Capkol  grounds  and  into  the 
00m  where  the  late  James  G.  Blaine  used  to  sit 
as  a  .  epi  esentative.  The  Blaine  homestead  is  not 
at  present  occupied,  but  it  lecalled  pleasant 
memories  of  the  two  occasions  when  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Blaine  in  his  own  library, 
and  of  chatting  about  books,  politics,  and  the 
pleasuies  of  Mount  Desert  Island.  A  great  many 
personal  sorrows  overwhelmed  ibis  biilliaut  man 
befoi  e  he  died,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
the  best  part  of  Mr.  Blaine's  labours,  and  for  which 
he  received  least  credit,  still  abide  and  are  benefit- 
ing the  country  and  the  people  to  an  extent  little 
dreamed  of  by  those  who  in  his  lifetime  weie 
quick  and  long  in  both  opposing  and  criticising 
him.  I  doubt  not  also  that  the  foithcoming 
biogiaphy  of  Mr.  Blaine  will  be  one  of  unusual 
mteiest.  It  it  to  be  written  by  "  Gail  Hamilton," 
whose  brilliant  pen  is  known  all  over  the  world, 
and  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Blaine's  widow. 

Another  gentleman,  the  life-long  friend  of  Mr. 
Blaine  in  Augusta,  under  whose  hospitable  roof 
I  have  spent  not  a  few  nights  and  days,  is  the 
Hon.  John  L.  Stevens,  with  whom,  of  course,  I 
had  a  long  chat  upon  Hawaii  and  its  prospects. 
Mr.  Stevens  believes,  as  devoutly  as  a  Christian 
believes  in  his  Master,  that  after  the  politicians 
and  ihe  philosophers  and  the  critics  have  all 
had  their  say,  and  the  Hawaiians  themselves 
(using  the  term  geographically)  have  acted,  the 
little  archipelago  and  state  will  be  an  integral  part 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  might  lengthen  this  letter  to  improper  limits, 
were  I  to  chat  further  about  the  good  people  and 
things  of  Maine,  and  theiefore  will  at  once  con- 
clude by  making  only  a  passing  reference  to  the 
statesmen  whom  Maine  produces,  in  number  out 
of  all  propoition  to  her  sparse  population.  Beside 
Thomas  B.  Reed,  who  doubtless  is  now  chuckling 
over  the  virtual  adoption  by  the  Democrats  of  his 
rules  of  order  in  Congress,  there  isthe  Hon.  Charles 
Add  isou  Routelle,  who,  as  the  leading  Republican 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  may 
be  called  almost  ihe  father  of  the  modern  steel 
navy  of  the  United  States.     When  in  1883  he 
become  a  member  of  Congress  no  modern  steel 
war  ship  mirrored  its  prow  or  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  on  the  ocean  wave.    Now  not  only  are 
seventy-thousand  tons  of    modern    war-ships  of 
finest  type  in  commission,  but  in  the  autumn  of 
1896  there  will  be  one  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand tons  of  steel  war-ships  afloat  bearing  the 
American  flag.    These  battle-ships  of  the  first  and 
second  class,  armoured  ships  for  coast  defence, 
and  cruisers  will  have  been  all  produced  and 
fashioned  on  American  soil.    What  a  difference 
between  the  Powhatan  of  1853,  in  Yedo  Bay, 
floating  Perry's  pennant  and  steaming  less  than 
twelve  knots  an  hour,  and  the  Columbia,  which 
carried  over  ten  times  the  boiler  pressure,  makes 
oyer  twenty-two  knols  an  hour,  and  turns  her  en- 
gines more  than  eight  times  as  fast.    Verily  this 
is  the  day  of  steel — and  of  nickel. 

I  add  a  postscript  apropos  Mr.  Milne's  theory 
of  our  earth's  crust  waves  and  swells.  Yesterday, 
while  in  New  York,  on  Fifth  Avenue,  I  noticed 
two  new  things.  They  were,  first,  the  ^Tzree-horsed 
London-like  omnibuses  with  seats  on  the  roof. 
These  are  admirably  fitted  for  sight-seeing  on 
this  thoroughfare  sacredly  free  from  "tram," 
electric,  cable,  or  horse  cars.  On  the  corner  of 
17th  Street  where  stood  the  late  August  Belmont's 
luxuriant  home  and  art  gallery,  now  rises  a 
many-storied  steel-framed  freestone  dry-goods 
store.  Its  roof  is  certainly  near  enough  to  the 
sky  to  sway  handsomely  in  an  earth-swell.  Alas 
for  "  the  March  of  progress,"  Mrs.  Belmont  was 
Commodore  M.  C.  Perry's  daughter  Caroline,  and 
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here  more  llian  one  Japanese  envoy  or  company 
were  enleitained,  and  here  were,  as  tlie  writer 
vividly  remembers,  abundant  memorials  of  llie 
illustrious  man  who,  as  far  as  salary,  emolument, 
permanent  rank,  or  government  reward,  was  never 
anything  but  a  caplain  in  the  United  Stales 
Navy.  We  have  never  had  but  one  Admiral  in  the 
Navy,  and  until  four  years  after  Perry's  death  in 
1862  the  lerm  commodore  was  only  a  compliment. 

W.E.G. 


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Chicago,  May  I2th. 

Mr.  T.  Nishiwaki,  who  has  come  to  this  country 
to  study  American  railroad  consti  uction  and  opera- 
tion, has  three  water  colours  by  Okio  on  exhibition 
in  the  leading  room  of  the  Auditorium  Annexe. 

The  following  clipping  gives  a  most  interesting 
item  of  news  : — 

The  first  Japanese  ever  regularly  ordained  to  the  Christian 
ministry  in  this  county  will  to-morrow  preach  his  first  sermon 
as  the  pastor  of  a  church  composed  of  American  worshippers. 
The  young  man  who  has  the  honour  of  being  America's  pioneer 
pastor  from  |apan  is  the  Rev.  Natari  Kitashima,  Ph.D.  His 
church  is  the  First  Unitarian  of  Vineland,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Kinza  Hirai  is  lecturing  to  interested  audi- 
ences in  Washington,  D.C,  on  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  philosophical  and  leligious  thought  in  Japan. 

In  the  May  Review  of  Reviews,  Mr.  Albert 
Shaw,  iheeditoi.in  discussing  "Our  Position  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean  "  writes  as  follows:—"  It  is  our 
duly,  if  ever  the  prestige  and  power  of  one  nation 
gave  it  a  duty  toward  a  weaker  neighbour,  to  help 
Japan  throw  off  the  shackles  of  the  cruel  and 
humiliating  commeicial  treaties  through  which 
Europe  shamefully  oppresses  her." 

Here  is  another  international  alliance: — 

Yung  Kwai,  who  is  to  marry  Miss  May  Burnham  of  Spring 
field  Mass.,  this  month,  is  one  of  a  dozen  of  the  most  brilliant 
voung  men  of  China,  as  tested  by  a  competitive  examination 
and  was  sent  to  this  country  by  the  Chinese  Government  as  a 
diplomatic  attache  in  order  to  learn  American  ways.  His  en- 
gagement to  a  charming  American  girl  would  indicate  that  he 
is  an  apt  pupil. 

Repoits  from  Washington  indicate  that  the 
Chinese  have  pretty  generally  complied  with  the 
amended  Geary  Law,  and  that  the  number  of  de 
portable  Chinamen  will  be  much  less  than  was 
expected.  It  is  suspected  lhat  in  several  instances 
wily  Celestials  have  succeeded  in  registering  more 
than  once  under  different  names,  and  that  thus 
a  profitable  trade  in  duplicate  ceitificates  may 
ensue.  The  degree  of  success  in  this  business 
will  depend,  of  course,  upon  the  watchfulness  of 
ttie  U.S.  officials. 

The  situation  in  Samoa  is  still  uncertain  and  a 
renewal  of  the  fight  at  any  lime  is  feared.  Secre- 
tary Gresham  has  transmitted  voluminous  cor- 
respondence to  the  President  on  Samoan  affairs, 
and  has  submitted  the  queiy  whether  we  have  not 
gained,  rather  than  lost,  by  the  tiipartite  govern- 
ment arrangement. 

Two  or  three  mails  have  come  from  Hawaii  since 
my  last  letter.  The  first  ieported  that  there  is  a 
serious  split  in  the  lanks  of  the  Royalist  party 
though  the  effotlsof  the  large  number  of  men  who 
want  to  be  leadeis.  The  next  mail  brought  statistics 
of  the  1  egisti  ation,  which  showed  that  the  natives 
had  generally  refrained  from  legisteiing.  The 
registration  in  Honolulu  alone  came  to  15,07  as 
against,  2,800  at  the  last  election  under  the  mon« 
archy;  the  total  registration  for  the  islands  was 
estimated  at  3,000.  A  laige  number  of  Americans, 
fearing  lest  they  might  lose  their  American  citizen- 
ship by  taking  the  lequired  oath,  though  sup- 
porters of  the  Provisional  Government,  did  not 
register.  In  Honolulu  the  Portuguese  enrolled  the 
largest  number  (418),  with  the  Americans  (390) 
second.  It  was  also  staled  then  that  "  the  Japan 
scare  has  subsided."  That  same  mail  bi  ought 
a  sensational  letter  from  R.  W.  Wilcox,  who  hinted 
at  the  probability  of  "  a  bloody  revolution,"  if  the 
Senate  fail  to  uphold  the  President's  policy. 

The  latest  mail  reached  San  Francisco  the  day 
before  yesterday,  and  brought  some  news  of  the 
election.  In  Honolulu  llnee  American  Union 
candidates  (Carter,  Abell,  and  Ktinuia-Kea),  two 
Portuguese,  and  one  Independent  (Judge  Robeit- 
son)  were  elected.  "  The  general  complexion  of 
the  convention  is  highly  conservative." 

The  repoits  fiom  San  Salvador  have  been  so 
diverse,  that  it  is  difficult  to  asceitain  the  truth  ; 
but  it  seems  to  be  a  well-authenticated  dispatch 
that  announces  the  defeat  of  the  rebels.  Ex-Presi- 
dent Caceres  has  been  elected  President  of  Peru. 

Secretary  Gresham  and  the  Russian  Minister 
have  negotiated  a  li  eaty  for  the  protection  of  seals. 
"  It  is  undeistood  the  limit  is  fixed  at  ten  miles." 
The  treaty  has  been  referred  to  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  There  is  also  an 
effoi  t  to  bring  Japan  inio  the  compact,  but  no  such 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  negotiation  as  in 
that  with  Russia. 


to 


Seneca  Hazlelon,  of  Binlington,  Vermont,  has 
been  appointed  U.  S.  Minister  to  Venezuela. 

Gov.  Rich,  of  Michigan,  has  appointed  John 
Patlon,  Jun.,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  succeed  the  late 
Senator'Stockbridge.  His  father  was  once  a  Re- 
presentative from  Pennsylvania. 

The  late  Senator  Vance's  successor  from  North 
Carolina  is  ex-Governor  Thos.  J.  Jarvis. 

The  other  day,  in  New  Yoik  City,  ex-President 
Hanison  was  asked  if  he  had  any  idea  of  running 
again  in  1896,  and  answered  most  emphatically, 
"  No  !  "  But  it  is  yet  too  early  for  such  a  positive 
negative. 

A  caucus  of  Democratic  Senators  wasiecently 
eld  to  consider  the  tariff  bill.  By  a  vole  of  39  to 
I  (Hill)  they  agreed  to  suppoil  ihe  compromise 
bill.  But  as  6  Senators  were  absent  the  vote  did 
not  amount  to  much.  And,  in  fact,  no  progiess 
has  yet  been  made  toward  a  final  vote. 

Richard  Croker  has  formally  resigned  his  leader- 
ship of  Tammany  Hall  after  a  service  of  nine  years. 

A  special  grand  jury  of  prominent  citizens  of 
Chicago  is  at  work  investigating  alleged  frauds 
at  the  last  city  elections  (December  and  April). 
The  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  when  asked 
by  this  jury  to  produce  the  ballots  cast  at  those 
elections,  lefused  to  do  so. 

The  death  list  includes  Congressman  Brattan, 
of   Maryland,    and  John  Jay,  grandson   of  the 
Revolutionary    John    Jay,   and  ex-Minister 
Austria. 

The  casualty  record  includes  a  cloud-burst  and 
dam-break  which  together  wrought  devastation  in 
Stillwater,  Minn  ;  and  a  severe  wind  and  rain  storm 
that  did  considerable  damage  in  Indianapolis 

The  several  "industrial  armies"  have  been 
meeting  with  various  kinds  of  experiences,  both 
good,  bad  and  indifferent.  Frye's  division,  after 
a  long  delay  at  Indianapolis,  is  now  on  its  way  to 
Cincinnati,  but  not  yet  out  of  the  Hosier  State 
Randall's  division  have  had  to  camp  on  the  open 
prairie;  have  been  royally  treated  at  Valparaiso; 
have  suffered  fiom  dissensions,  from  hunger  and 
wet;  have  had  their  chief  and  five  others  of  the 
leaders  taken  from  them,  lodged  in  the  jail  at 
La  Porte  for  one  night,  but  afterwards  released; 
and  when  last  heard  from,  were  at  South  Bend. 
Sandeis  and  his  band  of  Colorado  "common 
wealers"  stole  a  train  and  travelled  more  than  200 
miles  before  they  were  compelled  at  Scott  City, 
Kansas,  to  surrender  to  a  Marshal's  posse:  they 
are  now  p.isoners  at  Topeka.  Coxeyiles  in  the 
State  of  Washington  also  stole  a  train,  and  fought 
a  battle  with  the  U.S.  Marshals  and  their  pos*e 
one  Deputy  Marshal  was  fatally  shot;  and  severs 
on  both  sides  were  wounded.  Kelly's  division 
made  60  flat-bottomed  boats  at  Des  Moines,  and 
are  now  floating  down  the  Des  Moines  Rive,  to 
Keokuk. 

Coxey,  Browne,  and  Jones  have  had  their  tria 
at  Washington.  They  were  defended  by  Senatoi 
Allen,  of  Nebraska;  Representative  Pence, 
Colo.ado;  and  otheis.  On  the  8th  inst.  the  jury 
found  the  three  guilty  on  the  fiist  count  of  the 
indictment  that  they  had  violated  a  statute  of  the 
District  by  carrying  a  banner  ("  J.  S.  Coxey  Good 
Roads  Association")  into  the  Capitol  grounds; 
and  found  Coxey  and  Browne  guilty  of  the  second 
count  in  crushing  the  grass  in  the  Capitol  gardens. 
The  punishment  has  not  yet  been  meted  out 
is  quite  probable  that  to-day  the  Capitol  becomes 
free  from  this  army,  which  the  Boaid  of  Health 
has  declared  a  "nuisance;"  for  Coxey,  in  obedi- 
ence to  this  declaration,  must  move  over  into 
Maryland.  It  is  also  said  that  he  fears  the  woik- 
house ! 

And  still  there  is  considerable  trouble  from  the 
stiikes,  especially  among  the  miners,  who  have 
been  very  disorderly  at  Mount  Iron,  Mm.,  and 
Pana  and  Staunton,  I1L  On  account  of  the 
scaicity  of  coal  resulting  from  this  strike,  inauu 
facto. ies  are  suffering;  some  have  had  to  close, 
and  throw  hundreds  out  of  employment.  1  he 
only  hope  of  a  settlement  rests  with  the  conference 
of  coal  miners  and  operators  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
on  the  15th  inst. 

Yesterday  almost  all  the  employers  of  the  Pn 
man  Palace  Car  Company  at  Pullman,  in  the 
Southern  pail  of  this  city,  went  out  on  a  si.  ike  for 
higher  wages.  This  was  unexpected  ;  for,  although 
there  had  been  complaints,  it  was  thought  thai  a 
conference  last  Wednesday  had  settled  ihe  thing 
satisfacloi  ily. 

R.  G.  Dun  &  Co.'s  Weekly  Review  of  Trade  says : 

 "The  speculation  in  grain  has  again  broken 

records  with  ihe  lowest  p.  ice  ever  made  for  wheat, 
although  Western  receipts  are  a  little  smaller  than 
a  year  ago,  while  exports  ale  also  smaller  by 
more  than  a  quarter.  The  prevailing  belief  is 
that  the  yield  will,  as  in  other  1  ecent  yeais,  far 
exceed  government  indications,  which  aie  again 
pointing  to  a  short  crop." 

"The  Woild's  Fair  buildings 


for  .  to  ■"    Fill  out  according  to 

convenience  or  preference! 

The  General  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs, 
which  has  just  closed  its  meeting  at  Philadelphia, 
honoured  a  Chicago  lady,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Henro- 
tin,  by  electing  her  to  the  office  of  President. 

Day  before  yesterday  a  monument  to  the  memory 
of  Mary  Washington  was  unveiled  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia.  President  Cleveland  delivered 
the  piincipal  address. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Kohlsaat  has  sold  out  his  controlling 
interest  in  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean  for  $400,00010 
Mr.  William  Penn-Nixon,  who  has  been  for  years 
connected  with  that  paper.  This  is  the  cleanest 
journal  in  this  city. 

The  University  of  Chicago  has  lately  received 
gifts  of  $30,000  toward  the  fund  now  being  raised. 
The  university  colour  has  been  changed  to  maroon 
or  garnet.  A  lectureship  has  been  established  in 
ihe  Divinity  School  for  a  couise  of  lectures  On 
Comparative  Religion  by  Rev.  John  Henry  Bar- 
rows, D.D.,  of  this  city. 

Among  the  graduates  this  year  from  the  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute  (Methodist),  Evanston,  is  Goro 
Kabayagi,  who  spoke  at  a  missionary  meeting 
ecently  on  "Japan,  the  Key  to  the  East." 

Rev.  E.  T.  Harper,  Ph.D.,  has  been  elected 
professor  in  the  depa.t.uent  of  Assyi  iology  and 
Comparative  Religion  in  the  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary  (Congregational)  of  this  city.  "  Dr. 
Harper"  may  now  stand  for  either  this  gentle- 
man, or  the  President  of  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago, or  the  lattei's  brother— all  of  whom  are  As- 
syrian Scholars  !  The  Chicago  Theological  Se- 
minary has  also  elected  Rev.  James  Denny,  D.D., 
of  Scotland,  to  the  chair  of  theology. 

Major  John  W.  Powell,  retaining  the  office  of 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  has  given  up 
the  position  of  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey 
to  Professor  Walcott. 

Mr.  Edgar  Stanton  Maclay,  author  of  the 
History  of  the  Navy,"  is  a  son  of  a  well-known 
missionary  in  China  and  Japan,  now  President 
of  the  Maclay  Theological  Seminary  at  Los  An- 
geles, Cal.  Mi.  Maclay  graduated  from  Syracuse 
University  in  1885,  obtained  a  post  graduate  de- 
gree, devoted  himself  10  the  study  of  American 
history,  and  spent  considerable  time  in  France 
and  England  pursuing  his  studies  and  gathering 
information  for  his  "  History  of  the  Navy." 

I  wonder  if  the  gentleman  mentioned  aboveis  a 
brother  of  Arthur  C.  Maclay,  author  of  "A. 
Budget  of  Letters  from  Japan,"  and  "  Mito  Ya- 
shiki." 
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RELIGION  IN  LIFE. 
A  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Andrew's  Church, 
Shiba,  on  Sunday,  June  ioth,  1894,  by  thk 
Right  Rev.  Edward  Bickersteth,  D.D. 


ave  been  sold 


The  following  extracts  from  a  sermon  pre- 
ached by  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Bickersteth 
in  St.  Andrews  Church  on  the  ioth  instant, 
contain  a  profound  and  touching  analysis  of 
the  character  of  the  lale  Mr.  Hugh  Fraser, 
H.B.M.'s  Representative  in  Japan  : — 

"  l  know  whom  I  have  believed." — II.  Tim,  1.  13. 
These  words  were  the  chosen  motto  from  S. 
Paul's  Epistles,  of  the  author  of  the  Provincial 
Letters. 

And  how  many  besides,  both  before  and  since 
the  days  of  the  Grand  Monarch — not  philosophers 
or  scientists  or  men  of  fame  and  learning  onlj, 
though  thank  God  in  every  age  not  a  few  of  these 
— but  the  men  too  whose  very  simplicity  has  in 
things  religious  been  their  guide  and  strength, 
have  adopted  them  or  words  like  them,  as  the 
expiessionof  what  was  clearest  lo  their  spiritual 
vision  and  deepest  in  their  personal  consciousness 
— "  I  know  whom  I  have  believed." 

*       #       *  * 
*  *  *  Now  it  is  evident  that  such  a  knowledge 
and  faith  as  this  must  be  a  dominant  and  constant 
power  in  the  life  of  him  who  possesses  it.    I  may 
be  allowed  to  dwell  on  this  point  for  a  moment. 

Analyse  any  one  day  of  human  life  ;  and  it  will  be 
clear  that  the  motives  which  severally  bring  each 
their  own  quota  of  influence  to  bear  upon  conduct 
aie  not  only  very  numerous,  but  for  the  most  pai  t 
transient  or  intermittent;  yet  among  them  there 
will  at  times  be  some  one,  which  when  once  it 
has  been  allowed  to  assert  itself,  subordinates  or 
neutralizes  the  othei  s,  and  maintains  for  a  while  a 
strong  and  marked  conti  ol  over  the  man's  thought 
and  action.  Such  masterful  and  controlling 
motives  as  these  in  human  careers  may  be  in 
themselves  noble  or  base,  worthy  or  unworthy  : 
but — to  select  those  only  which  may  be  the  subject 
of  ungiudging  recognition  and  praise — the  seve.al 
ambitions  of  the  scholar,  the  discoverer,  the 
statesman,  the   philanthropist,  are  instances  in 
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point,     lo  have  apprehended  more  clearly  the 

>0»gl>ta  of  the  g,e.,u-si  men,  to  have-  extruded 

he  limits  of  human  knowledge,  to  have  improved 
me  machinery,  of  government  011  which  a  nation's 
Welfare  depends,  or  to  have  contributed  to  the 
wise  regulation  of  its  relationships  with  other 
peoples,  to  have  lessened  thc  sum  total  of  sorrow 
and  misery  in  our  wo.  Id,  such  ends  as  these  have 
been  known  again  and  again  to  claim  for  their 
attainment  a  concent, alio,,  of  high  faculties  and 
great  power  of  mind  and  soul— and  if  they  be 
pursued  for  their  own  sake,  without  the  taint  which 
attaches  to  the  mere  love  of  fame,  who  shall  say 
that  they  are  not  worthy  of  the  devotion  which  in 
all  ages  they  have  seemed? 

And  yet,  when  we  consider  them  more  closely, 
we  should  not  say  that  even  these  high  objects  of 
human  endeavour  have  all  the  characteristics  which 
must  be  found  in  a  supreme  end  of  life. 

The  reason  of  this  is  not  far  to  seek.  It  lies  in 
man  himself.  A  .eally  supreme  motive,  if  wo.  thy 
of  the  name,  must  call  into  exercise  all  the  faculties 
and  powe.s  with  which  man  is  endowed.  If  it 
does  not,  a  higher  motive  than  it  is  at  least  con- 
ceivable. And  undoubtedly  there  is  a  faculty 
within  us— call  it  how  you  will,  perhaps  best,  the 
faculty  of  adoration  and  wo.  ship—to  which  even 
the  highest  and  greatest  of  human  ambitions,  even 
when  most  dissevered  from  all  traces  of  self-regard 
makes  its  appeal  in  vain.  Not  the  very  highest 
self  and  therefore  not  the  whole  self  of  the  philan- 
thropist or  the  statesman  or  the  discoverer  is 
enlisted  in  his  task.  We  Could  conceive  of  him  as 
yet  more  entirely  engrossed. 

And  we  are  brought  to  the  same  conclusion 
when  we  consider  that  these  higher  objects  of  am- 
bition  a.ethe  monopoly  of  the  few,  and  of  these 
commonly  during  a  portion— it  may  be  a  small 
portion— of  their  lives  on  earth.  The  govern- 
ed are  many,  the  rulers  are  necessarily  very 
tew.  Those  who  profit  by  discoveries  are  innu- 
merable—those who  make  them  are  very  few  •  it 
is  the  vast  majority  of  human-kind  which  needs 
consolation  and  help— those  who  can  or  ought  to 
make  the  amelioration  of  the  lot  of  others  their 
one  object  in  life  are  necessarily  a  small  minority, 
and  even  with  them  it  is  commonly  only  from  time 
to  time  that  circumstances  allow  them  to  serve  the 
interests  of  their  fellow-men. 

But  this  again  is  a  most  serious  objection  to 
reckoning  these  objects,  however  noble  in  them- 
selves, as  the  supreme  end  of  life.  For  just  as  the 
end  of  man  must  claim  the  concentration  of  all 
his  faculties,  so  must  it  be  fitted  to  secure  the 
devotion  of  all  men  at  all  times  and  seasons,  in 
all  circumstances  and  places,  and  include  and 
intensify  and  consecrate  all  ends  of  life  which  are 
lower  than  itself. 

Now  these  conditions  are  fulfilled— shall  I  say 
fulfilled  only— in  a  life  which  is  conformed  to  and 
moulded  upon  the  principle  which  controlled  and 
animated  the  life  of  St.  Paul.  Devotion  to  God 
devotion  to  God  in  Christ,  conscious  submission 
to 1  His  claims,  self-surrender  to  His  service,  con- 
ndence  in  His  Love  and  His  Power,  these  are  the 
elements  of  a  motive  force  which  may  rightly  be 
described  as.  supreme,  which  controls  all  others 
which  is  constant  in  energy  and  forcefulness! 
which  calls  into  play  all  the  faculties  of  man's 
being,  and  by  its  very  presence  harmonises  and 
hallows  them. 

Devotion,  I  repeat,  to  God  in  Christ  is  the  supreme 
end  of  life  according  to  the  teaching  and  example 
of  b.  Paul  :  devotion,  it  will  be  noticed,  to  a  Person 
Beforehand  we  might  perhaps  have  expected 
that  the  highest  influences  we  should  have  been 
found  capable  of  .eceiving,  would  come  to  us— not 
from  a  cause  or  a  theory  but  from  a  Person  •  for 
we  are  persons— each  with  a  strong,  solid  in- 
destructible individuality  of  his  own;  and  that 
which  is  really  to  rule  and  dominate  us  must  be  so 
far  like  ourselves.  In  the  Christian  ideal  this  ex- 
pectation is  fulfilled.  »  I  know  whom  I  have 
believed. 

And  as  we  state  this  Christian  ideal  of  life,  one 
thing  at  least  we  may  without  fear  maintain  with 
regard  to  it,— I  mean  its  practical  effectiveness. 
It  has  as  a  matter  of  fact  found  its  embodiment 
and  justification,  not  only  in  great  instances,  like 
that  of  the  Apostle,  but  in  men  and  women  of  all 
circumstances  and  degrees,  in  the  most  different 
times  and  lands.  To  say  that  a  life  was  Christian 
is  only  another  way  of  saying  that  it  was  lived,  or 
at  the  very  least  that  it  closed,  in  submission  to 
the  claims  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  admit  that  such  a  conviction  may  be  first  borne 
in  upon  the  soul,  only  when  the  shadows  are  fal- 
ling, and  the  end  is  near,  like  the  great  French 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  prelate  in  youth 

sceptic  111  age,  Christian  only  in  death.    And  God 

forbid  that  we  should  limit  His  all  meicifulness  or 

the  value  of  any  repentance  that  is  true. 

But  at  least  what  loss  is  saved  to  the  Church 

what  pangs  of  bitterest  remorse  to  the  penitent  if 


Christian  faith  be  hot  merely  the  resource  of  the 

dying,  .»  (he  refuge  of  those  whose  day  ..(active 
usefulness  is  over,  but  the  Strength  of  the  living 

not  merely  a  passport  into  ihe  world,  10  come,  bul 
ihe  inspiration  of  daily  duty  ;  not  merely  a  hope 
caught  up  by  those  who  are  satiated  with  this  w...  Id's 
pleasures  or  wearied  by  its  disappointments,  but  the 
rest  and  joy  of  those  who  think  and  woik  ...  their 
days  of  heaviest  responsibility. 

It  was  so,  brethren,  with  him  whom  last  week 
we  laid  to  rest,  amid  every  token  of  respect  and 
affection,  which  could  be  manifested  by  his  own 
countrymen  or  by  this  great  and  f.  iendly  nation. 

1  he  possibility  and  the  value  of  religion  professed 
and  maintained  during  a  life  of  conscientious  per- 
formance of  public  duty,  is,  I  venture  to  say,  the 
lesson  of  the  career  which  ended  last  Monday. 

All  public  men,  who  occupy  the  higher  positions 
are  in  our  day  respectful  to  religion.  Some,  as 
I  have  said,  seek  its  consolations  when  the  activi- 
ties of  life  are  over,  but,  thrice  blessed  a.e  they 
who,  like  him  whom  we  have  lost,  find  duty  to 
God  and  to  man,  the  habits  of  piety  and  the  claims 
of  public  service,  no  inconsistent  obligations- 
whose  religion  is  part  of  themselves,  with  them 
ess  consciously  but  as  really  in  the  council  cham- 
ber as  in  the  House  of  God,  in  the  company  of 
their  fellow-men  as  in  private  devotions. 

It  was  largely,  I  believe  this  leligious  cha.acter 
which  gave  to  the  late  Representative  of  England 
111  this  land  that  quality,  so  invaluable,  so  Chris- 
Han,  in  our  day  so  rare,  of  practical  disregard  of 
mere  personal  reputation.  In  a  Hue  sense  he 
might  have  adopted  the  apostle's  words,  "  It  is  a 
small  thing  that  I  should  be  judged  of  you  or  other 
men  s  judgment."  It  was  this  practical  religion 
which  shortly  after  his  ar.ival  in  this  capital  made 
him  express  his  delight  at  finding  here  this  Church 
and  the  mission  which  supplies  its  ministrations. 

Above  all  it  was  this  practical  religion  of  life  and 
character  which  enabled  him  three  weeks  ago 
when  so  suddenly  he  was  called  in  the  midst  of 
onerous  and  responsible  work  to  the  trial  of  a 
painful  and  as  he  knew  dangerous  illness,  to  leave 
himself  Lustfully  in  the  Hands  of  God,  and  to  pre- 
pare  thoughtfully  and  quietly  for  the  change  if  it 
were  God's  Will  to  summon  him. 

My  brethren,  such  examples  are  to  be  cherish- 
ed, as  part  of  the  rich  legacy,  accumulating  from 
age  to  age  in  the  treasure  house  of  the  church  of 
God. 

Apostolic  lives— be  it  so— are  out  of  our  reach 
Lives  of  simple  discharge  of  daily  dutv,  not  mere- 
ly as  men  or  as  Englishmen,  but  as  Christians, 
under  (he  inspiration  of  our  faith,  in  the  very  pre- 
sence of  God,  are  as  open  to  us  as  to  him. 

God  teach  us  so  to  know  Him  in  whom  we  be- 
leve,  that  not  our  devotions  only  but  our  lives 
may  be  true  preparation  for  the  world  to  come 


WHAT  ARE  THE  ALTERNATIVES? 

 ♦•  

(Preached  in  the    Universalist  Church, 

IlDAMACHI,   KOJIMACHI,  TOKYO,  BY  Dr.  G.  L. 

Perin,  the  last  Sunday  before  he  left 
Japan.) 


Text,  John  VI :  66—69.  Will  ye  also  go  away  ? 
You  will  recognize  these  words  as  the  conclusion 
of  that  rema.Uable  se.ies  of  events  around  and 
upon  the  sea  of  Gallilee,  beginning  with  the  feeding 
of  the  five  thousand,  including  the  storm  upon  the 
lake  at  night,  and  ending  with  that  mysterious  ser- 
mon on  the  Bread  of  Life  in  the  synagogue  at 
Capernaum.  h 

Jesus  had  for  a  period  risen  lo  great  popularity 
By  his  wonde.ful  works  and  his  still  more  wonder- 
ful  words  he  had  stirred  all  Galilee  to  at  least  a 
momentary  interest  in  himself  and  his  plans  Go 
wheresoever  he  would  the  people  flocked  around 
Him.  If  he  sought  repose  for  himself  and  his  dis- 
ciples in  the  dese.t  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
lake,  the  people  were  there  before  him.  And  when 
he  retui  ned  in  the  da.  kness  and  storm  of  the  night 
the  people  too  hmried  back  early  in  the  morning 
to  catch  Ins  first  woids  and  to  demand  of  him  whv 
he  had  left  them.  ' 

Indeed,  as  will  presently  appear,  he  was  much 
too  popular.  He  was  therefore  the  first  example 
of  a  too  popular  minister.  But  unfortunately  he 
was  not  the  last  example;  and  still  more  unfor- 
innately  a  good  many  of  his  too  popular  dis- 
ciples in  modem  times  have  not  known  just  when 
they  were  100  popular,  generally  supposing 
that  the  more  of  that  sort  of  thing  one  has  the 
better,  or  if  they  have  known  it  they  have  not 
known  just  what  ought  i0  be  done.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  Jesus  was  temporarily  too  popular, 
but  he  knew  it,  and  he  not  only  knew  it  but  he 
knew  what  was  to  be  done  under  the  ci.  cumslances. 
Me  had  seen  the  crowds  growing  larger  day 


afle.  day;  he  had  led  the  five  thousand  on  the 
easlaiu  shore  of  the  lake;  he  had  seen  the.,  ||,|. 
iniifaaeHble  ad  alio,,  lo.  himself  and  his  powei  ■ 

M  had  witnessed  their  attempt  to  take  him  ...  all 

IIHZai<ft  and  make  him  their  king.  But  so  far 
from  having  h.s  vanity  stimulated  by  thil  g.ownig 

popularity  and  this  flattering  proposition  ha  felt 
with  deep  sonow  and  humiliation  that  he  had  been 
misapprehended,  that  his  purpose  was  misunder- 

Stood.  He  saw  very  clearly  that  the  crisis  of  his 
miniblty  was  upon  him,  and  that  he  was  in 
danger,  not  only  of  being  defeated  himself,  but  0f 
becoming  the  innocent  cause  of  political  rebellion, 
He  resolved,  therefore,  to  face  the  c.isis,  come 
what  might,  and  make  it  clear  once  for  all  that  he 
was  lo  be  110  me.e  bread  king,  and  no  mere  juggler 
for  popular  amusement.  Escaping  from  .hose 
who  would  have  deg.aded  him  to  a  material 
throne,  he  fled  into  the  mountain,  and  there  in  the 
darkness,  alone  with  his  God,  he  fortified  himself 
to  speak  the  words  that  were  destined  to  drive  the 
multitudes  from  his  side  and  leave  him  once  more 

alone  with  the  chosen  few,  who  loved  and  trusted  him 
When,  there  ore,  the  inevitable  multitude  came  on 
he  morrow  he  was  prepared  to  speak  unto  them 
those  memorable  words,  "  Ye  seek  me  not  because 
ye  saw  the  miracles,  but  because  ye  did  eat  ol  the 
loaves  and  were  filled.  Labour  not  for  that  meat 
which  perisheth,  but  for  that  meat  which  endureth 
unto  everlasting  life,  which  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
give  unto  you. 

And  so  he  goes  on  clear  to  the  end  of  that  diffi- 
cult sermon  telling  them  not  the  things  they  were 
longing  to  hear,  not  things  intended  to  stir  them 
to  a  new  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  but  things  intended 
rathe,  to  try  their  faith  and  prove  of  what  stuff 
they  were  made  Yesterday  he  had  fed  them. 
1  hey  had  attended  the  banquet  which  he  had 
spread  in  the  wilderness  and  were  glad.  Thev 
are  .eady  for  a  ..other  one  to-day  ;  ready  even  to 
make  him  a  banquet  king. 

But  the  scene  of  yesterday  is  not  to  be  repeated 
to-day.    He  goes  on  telling  them  about  the  bread 
of  life  and  that  he  himself  is  that  bread.  Thev 
shake  their  heads  and  murmur.    He  heeds  not 
then  murmuring,  or  he  heeds  only  to  drive  home 
the  unwelcome  truth  with  new  emphasis.  Thev 
murmur  still  more  and  say  among  themselves, 
Is  this  the  man  whom  only  yesterday  we  were 
ready   l0  m^e  king?    If  so  we  wi||  have  d 
with  him.    We  went  neither  him  nor  his  bread  " 
And   here  we  read  those  pathetic  words,  to  me 
nearly    the    most   pathetic   in    the   New  Testa- 
ment,  "  From  that  time  many  of  his  disciples 
went  back  and  walked  no  more  with  him  "  His 
popularity  was  ended,  the  crowds  had  vanished 
and    though    he    stood    once    more  compara- 
lively  alone;   he  had  rescued  himself   from  the 
good  intentions  of  his  false  friends  and  directed 
his  woik  once  more  into  purely  spiritual  channels. 
1  he  masses  were  indeed  gone,  and  when  he  turned 
to  see  who  yet  remained,  there  were  only  the 
faithful  twelve  and  they  with   rueful  faces  and 
downcast  eyes.    It  must  have  been  very  hard  for 
them  to  see  their  Master  deserted.     It  has  ever 
been  ve.  y  hard  that  some  Christians  would  prefer  a 
Poor,  pulpy,  puppet,  popular  ministry  to  one  that 
dares  to  sacrifice  even  its  own  friends  for  the  sake 
of  being  true  to  its  high  calling. 

Bui  no  such  charge  could  be  brought  against 
these  loyal  souls,  though  the  temptation  must 
have  been   indeed  very  great,  for  when  Jesus 
turned  to  see  who  yet  remained  they  were  still 
standing  waiting  for  his  next  message.    He  must 
have  known  that  they  were  sorely  tempted,  for 
he  looked  them  1.1  the  face  and  asked  this  search- 
ing question,  "Will  ye  also  go  away?"  To 
understand  the  temptation  of  these  disciples  we 
need  only  to  reflect  upon  the  power  of  sympathy, 
t  is  rarely  an  easy  thing  for  men  to  stand  alone 
It  is  so  hard  to  stand  loyally  to  one's  duty  when 
others  are  going  away  in  sullen  disaffection  '  It 
is  so  easy  to  go  with  the  multitude  and  so  hard 
to  be  faithful  when  the  multitude  are  gone.  And 
particularly  it  must  have  been  difficult  for  them 
when    they    were   doubtless    in    sympathy  with 
the    purpose   of    those    who  would  have  made 
their    Master   king.      How   their   hearts  must 
have  sunk  when  they  saw  the  crowds  melt  away, 
ihe  bubble    burst   and  their  dreams   of  a  new 
kingdom  vanish  into  air  !    It  is  indeed  a  critical 
moment.     What  shall  be   their  answer  to  the 
searching  question  of  Jesus  ?    As  might  have  been 
expected,  the  answer  comes  from  Peter,  and  is 
memorable:-"  Lord  to  whom  shall  we  go,  thou 
hast  the  words  of  eternal  life.    We  believe  and 

ofGod"  th°U  that  ChriSt'  1,16  H°'y  °"e 
It  is  not  easy  for  us  now  to  understand  the  wis- 
dom and  the  courage  of  this  answer,  but  at  all 
events  it  would  seem  as  if  Peter  must  in  that  mo- 
ment have  taken  a  swift  glance  at  the  alternatives. 
Would  they  also  turn  away  from  Christ  P  If  so 
where  would  they  go  ?  They  might  go  back  to  t  he 
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gospel  of  John,  hut  John  is  dead,  and  if  he  were 
alive  he  would  tell  Uiem,  "  The,  e  is  One  greater 
lhan  I,  the  lalchel  of  whose  shoe  I  am  not  worthy  to 
unloose,"  and  send  them  back  again.  But  there  is 
also  the  alternative  of  the  Sciibes  and  Pharisees. 
These  are  the  doctors  and  leacheis  of  their  an- 
cient  law.  They  may  go  bade  to  these.  Yes, 
once  they  might,  but  not  now.  Having  tasted  the 
sweet  and  refreshing  waters  of  life  they  can  no 
longer  be  satisfied  to  linger  beside  the  empty  wells 
of  formalism.  But  thete  is  also  the  alternative  o 
the  Sadducees,  with  less  of  formalism  and  more  of 
freedom.  But  that  is  wholly  out  of  the  question,  for 
theseare  humble  men,  fishermen  and  labourers,  and 
even  in  the  old  days  before  they  had  found  then 
new  Master  they  would  not  have  been  happy  in 
the  presence  of  aristocrats.  But  there  is  no  other 
alternative,  and  Peter  in  that  critical  moment  sees 
it  and  answers,  "  Lord  to  whom  shall  we  go,  thou 
hast  the  words  of  eternal  life  ?" 

I  have  thus  passed  in  review  before  you  this  re- 
markable crisis  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  for  the 
sake  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in 
the  nature  of  things,  there  must  be  such  crises  in 
the  lives  of  most  Christians.  It  is  indeed  a  serene 
and  stalwart  faith  that  will  carry  a  man  clear 
through  from  first  to  last  without  faltering.  A 
good  many  Christians  have  but  touched,  as  it  were, 
the  hem  of  Christ's  garment.  And  even  if  he  be 
well  understood  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  follow 
great  ideals  from  first  to  last.  1  am  not,  therefore, 
surprised  that  there  have  been  periods  when  great 
crowds  have  turned  away  with  indifference,  or 
with  open  rebellion.  I  am  still  less  surprised  that 
disappointed  individuals  are  every  dayd.opping 
out  of  the  Chiislian  ranks.  But  I  am  absolutely 
sure  that  those  who  do  turn  away  from  Christ 
either  in  crowds  or  alone  do  not  understand  the 
alternatives  as  clearly  as  Peter  understood  them. 

Whether  therefore,  it  be  true  or  not  let  me  as- 
sume that  there  are  some  here  to-day  who  are 
holding  on  to  their  Christian  faith  upon  a  basis  of 
misapprehension,  01  at  all  events,  with  a  grasp  so 
weak  that  they  only  await  the  bad  example  of 
other  deserters,  or  await  some  special  trial  hour 
to  let  go  their  hold  altogether.  On  the  basis  of 
this  assumption,  let  me  make  of  it  a  very  practical 
question,  and  ask  once:  What  are  the  alterna- 
tives ?  "  You  are  about  to  turn  away  from  Christ, 
where  will  you  go  ?  This  is  the  question  to  which 
I  would  like  to  direct  your  attention. 

If  we  were  seeking  only  the  superficial  springs 
of  happiness,  the  common  sources  of  joy,  then  we 
should  find  many  alternatives,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  underestimate  the  beneficent  influence  of  any 
of  these.  We  may  find  friends,  good  staunch, 
true  friends  all  round  us  if  only  we  are  woi  thy  of 
them,  and  some  of  them  will  be  a  refuge  in  many 
a  trial  hour.  All  the  world  of  literature  is  open 
to  us  with  its  golden  treasures  new  and  old.  We 
may  have  the  ministry  of  art  and  the  subtle  charm 
of  music.  If  we  want  to  know  about  our  wot  Id  and 
its  laws  we  may  go  to  any  of  the  great  teachers 
of  science.  If  we  wish  to  know  philosophy  we  may 
go  to  any  of  the  great  masters  from  Socrates  to 
Spinoza  and  they  will  tell  us  what  they  know  and 
some  things  they  don't  know.  If  we  want  to  know 
history,  there  are  many  masters  in  many  tongues. 
If  we  would  know  politics  we  may  go  to,— well,  we 
may  go  anywhere  and  find  numbei  less  teachers, 
all  of  them  about  equally  good. 

I  do  not  therefore,  undervalue  these  common 
helps  of  life.  But  these  can  not  by  any  possible 
supposition  be  substitutes  for  Christianity.  All 
these  are  ours  whatever  our  philosophy  of  life 
maybe.  They  aie  not  substitutes,  they  are  sup- 
plements. They  are  hardly  supplements.  They 
are  for  the  most  part  spiings  of  the  same  wate.s 
bursting  forth  from  a  still  higher  fountain.  Ihey 
cannot  then  be  regarded  as  alternatives  for 
Christianity,  and  any  man  who  should  turn  away 
from  Chris't  and  seek  refuge  in  these  would  he 
simply  satisfying  himself  with  the  external  mam- 
testation,  the  supeificial  form  of  the  thing  he  pro- 
fesses to  despise. 

But  to  the  man  who  is  ready  to  relinquish  his 
hold  upon  Christianity  there  are  certain  suppos- 
able  alternatives,  and  let  us  hasten  to  see  what 
they  are.  To  my  thinking  there  are  about  four, 
(t)  There  is  thegreat  religion  of  India  and  Eastern 
Asia.  (2)  The.e  is  the  religion  of  Eastern  Europe 
and  Western  Asia,  which  has  lately  started  a  very 
small  branch  in  Ameiica.  (3)  There  is  rebellion 
against  the  authority  of  all  religion,  whose  logical 
end  is  anarchy.  (4)  There  is  utter  indifference  to 
the  whole  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  under 
various  circumstances  any  of  these  alternatives 
might  be  chosen.  It  would  be  vain  for  me  to  at- 
tempt a  ciitical  analysis  of  them  all  in  a  single 
discourse.  I  can  only  hope  to  pass  them  before 
yon  in  rapid  review. 

I  should  have  been  ashamed  of  the  narrowness 
of  Christianity  if  its  friends  had  failed  to  applaud 
any  good  thing  spoken  at  the  recent  parliament  of 


religions  by  the  repi esenlalives  of  other  religions; 
I  should  be  ashamed  of  myself  if  I  should  fail  to 
acknowledge  the  virtues  that  have  sprung  from 
faith  in  the  gentle  Indian  prince  and  the  con- 
tribution his  religion  has  made  to  the  de- 
velopment of  some  of  the  nations  of  Asia.  But 
I  should  be  sorry  to  have  any  one  suppose 
that  the  smooth  words  of  the  Dahrmapala 
and  his  friends  at  Chicago  contain  a  real 
statement  of  what  Buddhism  really  is.  And  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  great  parliament 
of  religious  could  have  been  held  nowhere  on  the 
lace  of  the  eaith  except  in  a  Christian  country. 

In  the  teachings  of  Buddha  we  find  the  sweetest 
charity,  love  of  truth,  hatred  of  falsehood,  re- 
verence for  parents  and  kindness  toward  animals. 
He  is  simply  a  bigot  who  shall  fail  to  acknowledge 
that  these  are  noble  virtues.    But  before  we  should 
allow  our  infatuation   10  deepen  we  should  re- 
member two  things  : — In  the  first  place,  if  we  may 
tiust  the  very  best  sources  of  information,  Budd- 
hism is  atheistic,  pessimistic  and  without  hope  of 
personal    immortality.     A  while  ago,  I  saw  a 
catechism  written  by  a  representative  of  southern 
Buddhism,    from    which   I  took  these   words: — 
"There  is  no  personal  God  Creator  upon  whose 
mercy  and  will  the  universe  depends.  The  Buddhist 
utterly   rejects  the   belief  in    a  personal  God." 
Further  on  I  found  these  words  : — "The  belief  in 
an  immortal  personal  soul,— that  is,  an  indestruc- 
tible, eternal  separate  substance  which  has  only 
temporary  abode  in  the  body,  — is  regarded  by 
Buddhism  as  a  heresy  due  to  ignorance  of  the 
true  nature  of  life  and  living  beings."  While 
its    pessimism   is   disclosed    in    another   of  its 
teachings,   accepted   by  all    Buddhists  of  every 
school,  viz.,  that  all  existence  is  an  evil.  For 
Christian  theism  it  substitutes  the  deification  of 
ancestors'  and  the  worship  of  numberless  idols. 
For  Christian  optimism  it  substitutes  a  pessimism 
which  has  for  centuries  been  the  despair  of  all  Asia 
For  Christian  immortality  it  substitutes  the  spirit 
uaWy  debasing  theory  of  transmigration  and  final 
soul  absorption,  or,  as  some  think,  annihilation. 

This  is  the  theoretic  side.    But  if  we  turn  to  the 
practical  side  it  is  even  less  satisfactory.  Saint 
Hilaire,  one  of  the  greatest  authorities,  declares 
that  Buddhism  has  not  been  able  to  found  a  toler- 
able social  state  or  a  single  good  government. 
It  failed  in  India,  the  land  of  its  birth,  it  failed 
in  China,  it  has  failed  in  Japan.     It  paralyzes 
every  thing  it  touches.    Its  tendency  is  not  toward 
action,  but  contemplation  ;  not  life  but  death.  Us 
prosperity  has  ever  been  contemporaneous  with 
decaying  civilizations.    Whether  viewed,  tl 
fore,  from  the  practical  or  the  theoretical  side  the 
picture  is  not  an  engaging  one.    Shall  this  then 
be  an  alternative  for  Christianity?    I  answer  yes, 
a  possible  one.   But  what  an  alternative  !    Like  the 
alternative  in  this  magnificent  age  of  steam,  of 
crossing  a  continent  on  foot,  or  crossing  the  Pacific 
in  a  row-boat.    Shall  you  who  have  known  the 
joy  of  communion  with  a  living  God  turn  to  a 
dumb  idol  whose  loveless  face  does  hut  mock  the 
craving  of  hungry  souls?     Shall  you  who  have 
felt  tiie  touch  of  our  modem  life  identify  your- 
selves with  a  civilization  which  has  long  since  put 
on  its  grave-clothes  ?  '  Shall  you  who  have  learned 
to  see  the  fulfilling  of  life  in  a  continued  life  beyond 
the  grave,  content  yourselves  with  soul  absorp- 
tion or  annihilation?    An   alternative!    Yes,  a 
possible  one;  but  not  an  actual  one  for  one  Cluis- 
tian  in  ten  millions.    It  was  quite  in  harmony  with 
the  amiable  mood  of  the  Chicago  parliament  to 
be  generous,  and  so  should  we  all  be.    And  parti- 
cularly should    we  be  just.    But  amiability  is 
stretched  beyond  all  limits  and  justice  has  outrun 
its  legitimate  office  when  any  man  shall  seek  to 
make  the  religion  of  Asia  an  alternative  for  Clnis- 
tianity.  . 

But  it  may  be  said-thai  if  we  turn  to  the  religion 
of  Eastern  Europe  and  Western  Asia  we  shall  fare 
belter,  for  here  we  have  a  truly  theistic  religion. 
Yes,  we  have  indeed  a  theislic  religion,  and  next 
to  Christianity  we  seem  to  have  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  an  universal  religion.  But 'viewed 
practically  it  is  a  theism  so  utterly  different  from 
that  of  Christianity  that  the  resemblance  remains 
chiefly  in  the  name.  The  theism  of  Mohammedan- 
ism is  the  theism  of  will.  Hard,  relentless,  in- 
vincible, implacable,  omnipotent  will.  The  one 
supreme  duly  of  man  is  obedience.  The  eaily 
spread  of  Mohammedanism  is  a  standing  wonder. 
Its  early  contribution  to  philosophy  and  art  at  a 
period  of  great  darkness  in  Europe  is  worthy  ot 
praise.  And  there  can  be  little  doubl  that  the 
early  years  in  the  public  ministry  of  Mohammed 
weie  yeais  of  sincei'i  devotion  to  truth,  and 
earnest  aspiration.  But  James  Fieenian  Claik, 
after  an  extensive  review  of  all  that  can  be 
said  for  him  and  his  religion,  sums  up  in  these 
woids:—  "The  conclusion  to  which  we  must 
inevitably  come  is,  that  the  worst  Christian  go- 
vernment,  be  it  that  of  the  Pope  01  the  Czar,  is 


very  much  better  than  the  best  Mohammedan 
government.    Everywhere  we  find  arbitrary  will 
taking  the  place  of  law.     In  most    places  the 
people  have  rro  protection  for  life  or  property 
and  know  the  government  only  through  its  tax- 
gatherers.    All  this  is  necessarily  and  logically 
derived  from  the  fundamental  principle  of  Moham- 
medan theology.     God  is  pure  will,  not  justice, 
not  reason,  not  love.     Christianity  says,  God  is 
love.    Mohammedism  says,  God  is  will.  Christi- 
anity says  trust  in  God.    Mohammedanism  says, 
Submit  to  God."    Near  the  end  of  his  chapter  he 
adds: — "Mohammedanism  has  made  social  life 
lower.     Its  governments  are  not  governments. 
Its  virtues  are  stoical.    It  makes  life  barren  and 
empty.    It  encourages  a  savage  pride  and  cruelty. 
It  makes  men  lyrauls  or  slaves,  women  puppets, 
religion  the  submission  to  an  infinite  despotism. 
It  is  a  hard,  cold,  cruel,  empty  faith,  which  should 
give  way  to  the  purer  foims  of  a  higher  civiliza- 
tion."   If  we  add  to  this  the  fact  that  Mohammed 
himself  had  ten  wives  and  many  concubines,  and 
lhat  in  Arabia,  Turkey,  or  India,  Mohammedans 
still  practice  polygamy,  we  have  a  picture  which 
will  serve  to  show  us  what  kind  of  alternative  a 
man  chooses  who  turns  away  from  the  Prince  of 
Peace  to  follow  the  Arab  warrior. 

This  an  alternative  for  Christianity!     Yes  a 
possible  one  !    But  once  more,   what  an  alterna- 
tive !    And  what  has  it  to  offer  of  light  or  thought, 
or  hope,  or  strength  to  a  troubled  heart  seeking  for 
a  religion  in  which  to  live  and  rest?    One  could 
perhaps  admit  that  it  was  not  wholly  useless  in 
crushing  out  idolatry  in  Arabia  in  its  early  days. 
But  what  has  it  for  the  191I1  century  ?    What  con- 
tribution is  it  able  to  make  to  the  thought  or  the 
religions  life  of  the  West?    What  has  it  to  offer- 
to  you  and  me  ?    The  mere  attempt  to  introduce 
Mohammedanism  into  a  Christian  country  can 
scaicely  be  regarded  as  other  than  a  joke  or  a 
commercial  speculation.    It  would  seem  that  only 
when  day  shall  have  turned  into    night,  when 
flowers  shall  have  learned  to  bloom  in  winter, 
when  virtue  shall  learn  to  spring  from  vice,  when 
worship  shall  turn  to  abject  fear,  when  the  revolv- 
ing wheels  of  civilization  shall  begin  to  roll  back- 
ward and  all  men  shall  have  forgotten  the  sweet 
and  heavenly  influence  of  Jesus,  then,  and  only 
then  might  a  man  of  Christian  antecedents  tin  11 
to  Mohammed  as  a  possible  alternative. 

But  what  next?    If  in  neither  of  these  great  re- 
ligions can  be  found  an  alternative  for  the  man 
who  would  turn  away  from  Chiist,  where  shall  he 
go  next?    It  surely  becomes  more  than  doubtful, 
does  it  not,  if  he  can  find  a  substitute  in  any  reli- 
gion ?    But  the  alternatives  are  not  yet  exhausted, 
for  he  may  repudiate  the  authority  of  all  religion. 
Not  a  few  in   Christian  lands  have  done  this. 
But  I  would  like  you  to  notice   the  difference 
between  rebellion  against  all  religion  and  mere  in- 
tellectual atheism.    There  have  always  been  a  few 
men  who  have  settled  into   atheism,  not  as  an 
alternative  for  religion,  but  from  what  they  have 
regarded  as  a  necessity  of  thought.    They  would 
gladly  have  escaped  if  possible,   but   it  seem- 
ed to  them  they  could  not.    For  them   the  evi- 
dences for  theism  have    not  been  satisfactory. 
They  have  not  held  atheism  as  a  philosophy,  but 
as  a  mere  negative  theor  y.   They  knew  they  could 
not  find  in  it  any  explanation  for  life,  any  basis 
for  morals,  nor  any  consolation  for  trouble  and 
sorrow.    In  no  spirit  of  rebellion,  therefore,  but 
rather,  reluctantly,  have  they  abandoned  the  com- 
mon hopes  of  men. 

But  that  is  a  very  different  class  of  men  with 
very  different  ends  in  view  who,  in  a  spiiit  of  re- 
bellion, abandon  the  ordinary  sanctions  of  morals 
and  make  war  upon  all  1  eligion.    If  we  were  to 
follow  the  intellectual  history  of  these_  men  we 
should  find  that  as  a  rule  they  are  not  wise  philo- 
sophers or  theologians.     They  have  not  arrived 
at  their  present  opinions  by  any  haid  processes 
of  thought.    Indeed,  there  are  really  two  classes 
of  these  people.    In  the  first  place  there  are  those 
who,  like  the  best  of  the  leadei  s  in  the  French  Re- 
volution, have  the  feeling  that  it  is  possible  to 
build  a  new  and  better  order  of  society  upon  an 
entirely  new  foundation.    Strangely  as  it  seems 
to  me  therefore,  they  jump  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  one  thing  that  needs  to  be  left  out  of  the  new 
order  is  the  very  foundation  of  all  oider.    I  do 
not  wish  to  deny  that  these    men    have  under- 
taken to  break,  and  have  succeeded  in  breaking 
some    things  lhat  needed   to   be   broken.  But 
having  done  this  breaking,  where  is    the  new 
society  they  have  builder!  on  the  new  foundation  ? 
After  al!  the  centuries  not  one  sue!)  society  can  be 
found.    These  men  have  made  a  real  contribution 
to  the  world,  but  it  has  not  been  the  contribution 
which  they  themselves  expected  to  make.  Their 
chief  service  has  been  that  they  have  stimulated 
thought  and  caused  a  readjustment  of  the  old 
materials  of  thought.    But  not  one  example  can 
yet  be  pointed  out  of  a  great  society  having  been 
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budded  upon  a  foundation  distinctly  ii  religious. 
Indeed,  the  conclusion  is  well  high  ii  icsistable  tli.it 
any  attempt  to  build  sued  a  society  along  moral 
lines,  leaving  out  the  essential  elements  of  Chris 
lianity,  must  inevitably  fall  asunder  like  grains  of 
sand.  We  need  not  deny  that  so-called  Christian 
civilization  has  always  been  accompanied  by 
moial  abuses  and  by  superstitions  which  have 
made  the  reformer's  office  avory  useful  one.  But 
the  one  clear  fact  remains  that  after  evei  y  1  ead- 
justment  and  every  formation  the  indispensable 
materials  ol  the  new  order  have  been  just  those 
materials  which  have  been  central  in  the  teach- 
ings of  Christ. 

The  other  class  who  make  war  upon  all  religion, 
is  made  up  of  those  reckless  and  irresponsible 
individuals  who  carry  the  principle  to  its  logical 
conclusion  without  fear  of  consequences.  They 
are  known  as  anarchists,  and  their  weapons  are 
not  leason,  not  argument,  but  giant  powder  and 
dynamite.  I  suppose  so  far  as  this  congrega- 
tion is  concerned,  for  the  purposes  of  this  argu- 
ment, I  may  be  permitted  to  dismiss  this  class 
without  a  single  word  of  comment.  I  do  not 
see  a  man  here  to-day  who  looks  as  if  he 
would  like  to  renounce  reason  and  go  into 
the  dynamite  business.  But  let  me  simply  ask 
what  is  there  in  this  warfaie  against  religion, 
whether  it  be  of  the  lower  or  the  higher  order 
that  should  make  it  an  alluring  alternative  for 
Christianity?  What  hope  is  there  in  it?  What 
substantial  thing  has  it  to  offer  ?  What  strength 
can  it  impart?  What  life  can  it  nourish?  What 
good  thing  has  it  ever  put  in  the  place  of  the  old  ? 
What  power  has  it  to  make  human  life  nobler  or 
society  richer?  If  it  has  always  been  a  disinte- 
grating foice  in  society,  what  hope  has  it  for  you 
individually  ?  It  may  he  answei  ed  that  the  move- 
ment has  included  some  vei  y  good  men.  True  it 
has,  but  they  have  been  like  the  Irishman  who 
said  that  if  he  ever  went  to  heaven  it  would  be 
in  spile  of  himself.  They  have  been  good  by 
abandoning  in  practical  life  the  very  piinciples  of 
their  own  theoretic  revolution.  Their  schools, 
their  neighbours,  their  literature,  their  laws  have 
all  been  permeated  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity, 
and  far  more  than  they  themselves  realize  they 
are  the  product  of  Christian  civilization.  Here  is 
where  they  have  received  their  real  nurture. 
What  shall  we  think  of  the  man  who  will  stab  the 
mother  whose  breast  has  been  the  fountain  of  his 
own  life  ? 

But  there  is  still  one  more  alternative,  and 
let  us  look  at  that  for  a  moment.  I  am  not 
very  much  afraid  that  any  considerable  number 
of  Christians  will  ever  deliberately  turn  away 
from  Christ  and  accept  Buddhism  or  Moham- 
medanism. I  suppose  if  we  were  to  go  to  America 
and  build  a  Buddhist  temple  or  a  Mohammedan 
mosque,  the  number  of  its  disciples,  would  be  in 
propoilion  to  the  measure  in  which  it  abandoned 
its  own  principles  and  became  more  or  less  Chris 
lian.  While  history  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
number  of  men  is  not  large  who  will  deliberately 
make  war  upon  all  religion,  it  is  pretty  difficult 
for  a  man  to  plan  an  intelligent  campaign  against 
nature.  It  is  not  easy  for  a  man  to  make  war 
against  what  God  has  planted  in  his  own  breast. 
But  there  is  far  more  danger  in  what  I  have  called 
the  fourth  alternative,  viz.,  that  of  turning  one's 
back  upon  the  whole  question.  It  is  at  once  the 
most  dangerous  and  the  most  dishonourable  of  all 
It  is  the  most  dangerous  because  a  man  must  first 
stifle  the  inward  voice  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  con 
science  and  to  all  reason  on  the  subject.  It  is  the 
most  dishonourable  because  it  is  too  easy  and  too 
selfish  to  be  manly. 

I  can  respect  the  man  who,  facing  the  whole 
problem,  and  thinking  himself  clear  through  it, 
turns  resolutely  away  from  Christ  and  stands  upon 
a  Buddhist  platform.  I  can  honour  the  man  who, 
as  a  matter  of  intellectual  necessity,  drifts  into 
atheism,  or  the  one  who,  as  a  matter  of  conscience 
girds  up  his  loins  and  makes  war  upon  all  religion. 
But  what  am  I  to  think  of  the  man  who  turns  indif 
ferenlly  away  from  the  whole  problem  and  refuses  to 
think  or  act  at  all  ?  I  can  only  think,  either  that 
he  is  too  indolent  to  grapple  with  the  pioblem  in 
a  manly  fashion,  or  thai  he  is  too  selfish  to  dis 
charge  the  inevitable  obligations  involved  in  the 
recognition  of  religion  and  the  usefulness  of  the 
Church. 

An  alternative?     Yes,  like  that  of  dropping 
one's  oars  and  floating  with  the  current.     A  pos 
sible  alternative,  though  a  lazy  one,  to  the  man 
who  wants  to  go  down  stream.     But  not  for  the 
man  who  wants  to  go  up  stream.    He  must  grap 
pie  the  oars  and  pull  in  a  manly  fashion.     And  I 
hope  no  one  will  think  I  am  indulging  in  religious 
cant  when  I  say  that  as  a  rule,  down  stream  is  the 
only  direction  in  which  any  man  can  go  who  as 
sumes  the  attitude  of  indifference  toward  religion 
As  a  man  speaking  to  men,  I  state  it  as  my  delibe- 
rate conviction  that  there  are  a  good  many  chances 


that  sooner  or  latter  such  a  man  will  go  to  pirn  s. 
If  he  does  not  absolutely  do  so  he  will  detei  101  ale, 
he  will  become  material  and  seHi-.li,  soidid  and 
woi  Idly.  I. ike  the  plant  Ii  nm  whose  1  ools  all  mois- 
tuie  is  gone,  the  leaves  and  floweis  of  his  life  will 
lose  their  freshness  and  blooms. 

But  supposing  we  admit  that  in  the  aggregate 
theie  are  a  Considerable  number  belonging  to  this 
class  who  do  not  seriously  degenerate,  then  it 
only  proves  the  gieat  buoyancy  of  a  society  so 
strongly  built  and  so  well  ballasted  that  it  can 
Carry  a  good  deal  moie  than  its  wot  king  crew. 
Many  a  man  who  gives  himself  credit  for  not  being 
particularly  bad  is  being  unconsciously  carried 
by  moial  and  spiritual  foices  to  the  value  of 
which  he  professes  himself  indifferent,  and  for 
the  support  of  which  he  never  lifts  a  hand. 
Thank  God  for  the  Spiritual  environment  which 
is  able  to  wrap  them  about  like  a  cloak  and 
bless  them  even  though  they  are  unconscious 
r  ungrateful.  But  quite  independently  of  per- 
sonal considerations,  is  it  not  more  manly  for  a 
man  to  identify  himself  with  those  forces  without 
which  society  must  speedily  fall  into  chaos?  Is 
it  not  nobler  to  add  to  these  forces  the  power  of 
one's  own  energy  than  to  burden  them  with  the 
weight  of  one's  moral  ineitia  ? 

So  far  as  I  can  see  the  answer  of  Peter  was  a 
wise  one.  The  world  needs,  and  you  and  I  need, 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  whom  else  can 
we  go?  He  still  has  the  words  of  eternal  life. 
What  shall  give  a  man  strength  and  hope  when  the 
waves  of  trouble  beat  around  his  feet,  or  catch  him 
up  in  their  angry  embrace  and  threaten  to  over- 
whelm him?  What  can  give  him  strength  save 
the  conviction  that  this  is  God's  world  and  no  man 
is  ever  left  alone  ?  Or  when  one  shall  stand  face 
to  face  with  death,  or  shall  see  his  loved  ones 
snatched  from  his  arms  and  borne,  he  knows  not 
whither,  what  shall  be  his  consolation  save  the 
faith  of  Christ,  that  no  power  in  all  the  world  can 
ever  kill  the  soul.  Or  in  the  sickening  discourage- 
ments which  overtake  one  in  his  efforts  to  push 
forward  the  moral  reforms  of  the  world,  what 
shall  be  his  hope  save  the  conviction  that  the 
eternal  God  is  working  on  his  side?  Or,  when 
after  many  pitiful  failures  a  man  struggles  on 
after  nobler  ideals  of  purity  and  goodness  in  his 
own  individual  life,  only  to  find  himself  defeated 
again  and  again,  what  shall  be  his  hope  save  that 
his  Master  has  travelled  the  same  rugged  road  and 
has  infinite  pity  for  the  man  who  is  doing  his 
best  ?  Or  when  we  have  struggled  to  see  and  have 
not  been  able,  when  we  have  longed  to  know 
and  have  found  ourselves  still  hedged  about  with 
many  unanswered  questions — what  has  been  our 
hope  save  the  knowledge  that  Jesus  has  stood 
where  we  have  not  stood,  has  seen  what  we  have 
not  seen,  knows  what  we  do  not  know,  and  speak- 
ing to  us  out  of  his  clearer  vision  bids  us  go 
forward  with  brave  hearts  and  fear  not. 

From  whatever  point  of  view  we  study  the 
needs  of  man,  Jesus  still  has  the  words  of 
eternal  life.  The  storm  will  surely  come 
Labour  is  the  common  lot  of  man.  No  man 
can  escape  from  sorrow.  Temptations  rise  as 
if  from  the  ground  to  meet  us  on  evei  y  side.  You 
may  postpone,  but  you  can  not  escape  the  trial 
hour.  And  when  it  comes  and  you  see  others 
turning  angrily  or  sullenly  away. from  their  only 
refuge,  will  you  also  go  away  ?  If  so,  where  will 
you  go  ?  Think,  think  a  little  where  will  you  go  ? 
Does  not  the  same  wise  prophet  who  spoke  to  the 
disciples  in  the  days  of  old,  have  for  you  too,  the 
woids  of  eternal  life?  Where  can  you  go,  save 
into  the  lonely  desei  t  or  the  pitiless  storm?  Is  it 
not  better  to  slay  at  home  ?  Better  to  follow  him 
who  has  never  yet  led  one  soul  astray.  Better, 
infinitely  better,  to  be  true  to  the  noble  Master  and 
his  great  ideals. 


CRICKET. 

MR.  CKAWI  Oltn's  I'.LKVKN  V.  OAFTAlM'l  KI.KVKN. 

The  scratch  teams  011  S.ihnd.iy  weie  captained 
by  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Walfoid,  and  as  the 
esult  of  some  faiily  good  cucket,  llOHOUri  tested 
with  the   former  I  eleven.      The  afternoon  was 
beautiful,  a  flood   of  sunshine   eveiywhete,  with 

iltle  01  no  breeze  to  interfere  with  the  bowling. 
The  pitch  was  good  but  rathei  slow.  The  Captain  1 

eleven  went  in  first  and  Dickinson  was  the  fiisl  to 
succumb,  being  neatly  caught  by  Crawford  ofl 
Lohmanil."  He  had  contributed  6,  a  3,  a 
2,  and  I.  Ballon  was  then  joined  by  Allcock, 
but  ihe  partnership  lasted  only  a  short  time, 
Molhson  finding  the  new-comei's  wicket  after 
an  over  had  been  bowled.  Philip,  next  man  in, 
d  also  short  shrift,  and  Walford  did  not  fate 
much  belter,  being  caught  by  Mollison  off  "  Loh- 
mann,"  after  knocking  up  four  runs.  Then  Gar  fit 
went  out  and  runs  came  quickly,  both  bats 
making  some  very  neat  hits  all  over  the  hold. 
A  separation  was  not  effected  until  108  had  been 
telegraphed,  Gaifit  going  under  to  a  straight 
ball  from  Chappell,  the  leather  distuibing  the 
middle  stump.  The  tail  of  the  team  did  not 
make  any  stand,  all  being  disposed  of  for  four,  and 
the  innings  closed  about  a  quarter  to  four  o'clock 
for  120,  including  eight  extras.  Barton,  who 
carried  out  his  bal  for  50,  made  three  4's  and  two 
3's  ;  Garfit  six  4's,  and  five  2's.  At  four  o'clock 
play  was  resumed,  Crawford  and  Mollison  going 
in  to  face  the  bowling  of  Walford  and  Morriss. 
Crawford  opened  with  a  2  first  ball,  and  con- 
tinued to  hit  freely  all  through  his  innings. 
Fhirty-three  had  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
pair  before  Philip,  who  relieved  Morriss,  found 
Mollison's  wicket.  Kenyon  took  his  place  but 
did  not  remain  in  long;  then  Dr.  Todd  went  in 
and  a  good  stand  was  made,  the  score  gradually 
creeping  up  to  the  century.  This  figure  was 
passed,  but  at  109  Todd  went  under,  being  caught 
by  Walford  off  Philip  after  a  well  played  innings 
resulting  in  24  runs.  Dr.  Chappell,  who  followed, 
made  a  similiar  total,  but  the  rest  of  the  team,  with 
the  exception  of  Sharp — 19,  not  out— did  not  make 
much  of  a  showing.  The  fielding  of  the  Captain's 
eleven  was  much  smarter  at  the  commencement 
than  that  of  their  opponents,  but  they  fell  off  at 
the  end,  the  heat  and  fatigue  telling.  Crawford, 
who  made  the  lop  score  of  ihe  match,  knocked  up 
fifteen  4's— three  of  them  in  succession  in  Wal- 
ford's  eighteenth  over — two  3's  and  twenty-two  2's. 
The  bowling  showed  improvement  on  lasl  week's 
play,  Walford  sending  down  some  very  good  balls 
as  did  also  Philip.    The  following  are  the  scores  : — 


An  amateur  angler  went  to  fish  in  a  Scotch 
stream,  provided  with  the  finest  rod  and  reel  that 
money  could  buy,  the  most  invincible  tackle,  and 
the  most  improved  fly-hooks.  Having  flogged 
the  water  for  hours  without  getting  a  nibble,  he 
had  the  mortification  of  seeing  an  old  fisherman 
near  him  pull  out  the  trout  by  dozens  with 
nothing  but  a  bit  of  stick  and  a  string.  Puzzled 
and  disappointed,  he  at  last  went  up  to  the  old 
man  and  asked  him,  "  What  is  the  meaning  of 
this?  How  comes  it  that  I,  with  the  most  perfect 
appliances,  catch  nothing,  while  you,  with  only 
the  clumsiest  tools,  are  so  successful  ?"  To  which 
the  old  man  replied.  "  The  meaning  o't,  sir,  I 
take  it  to  be  this— that  I'm  fishin'  for  fish,  and 
ye're  fishin'  for  fun  !  " 


Mr.  Walford's  XI. 

Mr.  H.  V.  Dickinson,  c.  Craw- 
ford, b.  "  Lohmann  "   6 

Mr.  G.  W,  Barton,  not  out  50 

Mr.  G.  Allcock,  b.  Mollison  1 

Mr.  G.  Philip,  b.  "  Loh- 
mann "    1 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  c.  Molli- 
son, b.  "  Lohmann  "   4 

Mr.  A.  S.  Garfit,  b.  Chappell  47 

Mr.  H.  L.  Fardel,  b. 

*'  Lohmann  "    o 

Mr.  A.  R.  Lamb,  c.  Stokes, 
b.  "  Lohmann  "    a 

Mr.  Shaw,  l.b.w.,  b.  "Loh- 
mann "    0 

Mr.  W.  V.  Showier,  c.  and 
b.  Chappell    o 

Mr.  G.  W.  Tilden,  b. 

"  Lohmann  "    1 

b.  4,  l.b.  3,  w.  1    8 


Bowling  Analysis. 

B.   R.  M.  W.  W.I 

Mr.  Mollison.  60  35    1    r  — 

"  Lohmann  "  76  45    J   7  — 

Dr.  Chappell.  45  23    r    2  1 

Mr.  Crawford  15    9  —  —  — 


Mr.  Crawford's  XI. 

Mr,  K.  F.  Crawford,  c.  Gar- 
fit, b.  Dickinson    116 

Mr.  J .  P.  Mollison,  b.  Philip  11 
Mr.    E.    O.   Kenyon,  b. 

Barton,  b.  Walford   5 

Dr.  Todd,  c.  Walford,  b. 

Philip   24 

Dr.  Chappel,  c.  and  b.  Philip. 24 
Mr.  W.  Cabeldu,  b.  Wal- 
ford   4 

Mr.  B.  Sharp,  not  out    19 

Mr.  H.  Tennant,  b.  Wal- 
ford   1 

Dr.  Stokes,  run  out    5 

Mr.  M  S.  Tuska,  b.  Philip.  o 

"  Lohmann"  did  not  bat...  o 

l.b  1,  w.  2    3 


Bowling  Analysis. 

b.  r  m.  w.  w. 

Mr.  Walford   110  So  5  3  — 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss  3S  33  2  o  — 

Mr.  G.  Philip   ...120705  4  2 

Mr.  Shaw    J  12  o  o  — 

Mr.  Dickinson  ...  30  18  2  1  — 


Y.C.  AND   A.C.  V.  THE  NAVY. 

This  match,  played  on  Wednesday  resulted  in 
a  very  close  and  interesting  game,  the  home 
team  just  winning  by  12  runs.  The  weather  wa 
all  that  could  be  desired;  in  the  moining  theie 
was  some  sun,  bul  in  the  afternoon  the  luminary 
was  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  which  made  it 
much  pleasanter  for  those  engaged  ;  while  the 
strains  of  the  band  of  the  Flagship  discoursed 
pleasant  music  to  the  goodly  number  of  ladies  who 
graced  the  ground  wilh  their  presence. 

Yokohama  first  went  in  lo  bat,  and  opened 
rather  badly,  Crawford  being  run  oul  after  only 
five  runs  had  been  made,  but  White,  Edwards, 
Barton,  and  Walfoid  added  considerably  to  the 
score  ere  they  were  dismissed,  Edward's  life 
though  short  being  a  merry  one.  He  hit  the 
ball  all  over  the  field  and  somewhat  demoralized 
the  bowling,  which  had  been  very  good  till  then. 
The  tail  of  the  team  did  little,  four  batsmen 
only  contributing  29  runs.  At  tiffin  lime  the 
score  stood  at  142  runs,  with  four  wickets 
down,  Dickinson  having  contributed  7,  Crawfoid 
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4,  While  25,  and  Edwards  43.  The  last 
named  was  caught  out  beautifully  by  Leatliam — 
a  very  difficult  catch  near  the  fence.  Walfoid 
and  Barton,  before  adjournment,  seemed  well 
set  and  were  scoring  freely.  Play  was  resumed  at  2 
o'clock,  the  bowlers  being  Arbuthnot  and  Powlett. 
Barton  opened  with  a  hit  to  leg  for4off  Powlettand 
in  the  next  over  two  moie  were  added.  Both  men 
then  settled  down  to  steady  play,  the  bowling  and 
fielding  being  loo  good  to  be  li  ifled  with.  Baitnn 
was  eventually  bowled  by  a  tiicky  ball  from 
Ai  buthnot.  Black  then  joined  Walford,  who  added 
a  four  with  a  fine  hit,  and  the  newcomer,  who  had 
only  made  one,  was  caught  and  bowled  by  Powlelt. 
Mair  was  the  next  man,  and  Walford  was  almost 
immediately  after  caught  off  a  straight  drive — 
179-7-54.  Kenyon  then  joined  Mair,  and  opened 
with  three,  but  after  adding  a  couple  was  given 
out  leg  before  to  Powlett.  Philip  followed  ;  Ken- 
yon added  2  immediately  after.  Philip  had  made 
but  one  when  he  was  caught  at  point  by  James — 9 
wickets  for  191 .  Hunt  was  last  man  in.  Togelhei 
they  raised  the  score  to  200.  Kenyon  was  then 
bowled  by  Arbuthnol,  the  side  being  out  for  203. 

Till  ing  and  Penny  went  out  first  for  the  Navy  lo 
face  the  bowling  of  Edwards  at  the  Settlement  and 
Black  at  the  Pavilion  end.  Penny  opened  with  a 
single  off  Edwards,  who,  will)  his  fourth  ball, 
cleaned  bowled  Thring.  Arbuthnot,  a  left  handed 
bat,  followed,  and  Penny  contributed  2,  off  Black. 
Arthbulhnot  next  made  a  couple,  but  the  bowling 
was  loo  deadly,  and  in  the  first  ball  of  the  third  oyer 
Edwards  dismissed  Penny — 6  for  2.  Powlelt 
joined  Arbuthnot,  and  some  pi etty  play  began. 
Powlelt  hit  out  freely  as  soon  as  he  was  set,  hit- 
ting Edwards  beautifully  to  leg  for  4.  Some 
careful  play  then  ensued,  the  fielding  being  very 
good,  much  better  than  we  have  seen  for  some 
lime.  The  score,  however,  gradually  mounted, 
both  men  playing  pretty  and  correct  cricket. 
Arbulhnot  had  a  lucky  chance  given  him  by 
Black.  Runs  still  continuing,  Walford  took  the 
place  of  Black,  but  this  had  no  effect,  the  bowling 
having  been  completely  collared.  Eventually 
Powlelt  in  an  attempt  to  make  a  strong  off 
drive  was  prettily  caught  by  Black,  at  mid-off,  after 
contributing  a  useful  34 — 3  for  64.  Lealham  was 
next  man  in  and  run-getting  continued,  the  hitting 
to  leg  by  Arbulhnot  being  a  fine  feature  of  the  play. 
Philip,  when  the  score  was  at  180,  relieved 
Edwards,  and  after  a  while  he  dismissed  Leatliam 
with  a  good  ball,  a  bailer— 4  for  91,  the  retiring 
batsman  contributing  II.  Black  was  again  put 
on  at  the  Pavilion  end,  but  Arbuthnot  was  not  lo 
be  denied,  and  sent  the  balls  all  over  the  field. 
Oldham,  however,  fell  to  Black — 5  for  100. 
Meaden  then  joined  Arbuthnot  and  Crawfoid 
trundled  the  leather  at  the  Settlement  end 
and  Edwards  from  llie  Pavilion.  Arbuthnol  soon 
gave  a  hot  one  to  Barton  at  mid-off,  which 
was  not  held.  Black  then  relieved  Crawfoid,  and 
Meaden  had  a  close  shave  of  being  inn  out; 
Arbuthnot  also  was  almost  served  with  the  same 
sauce  through  a  misunderstanding  with  Meaden. 
He  still  continued  to  score,  however,  (titling  out 
freely  lo  leg  and  the  on  side.  Another  change  in 
the  bowling  took  place,  White  relieving  Black.  At 
5  o'clock  with  150  runs  and  only  five  wickets  down 
things  looked  bright  for  the  Navy,  as  the  bats- 
men seemed  well  set,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinued change  of  bowlers,  Walford  replacing 
Edwards.  When  the  score  was  at  156,  however, 
Arbuthnot  in  running  out  to  hit  one  from  White, 
missed,  and  was  smartly  stumped  by  Dickinson. 
He  had  contiibuled  a  very  useful  80,  which 
included  seven  fours,  six-threes,  eight  twos,  and 
singles.  Harries,  who  followed,  was  run  out. 
Things  weie  looking  much  brighter  for  Yoko- 
hama and  the  field  seemed  to  brace  up  a  bit, 
although  theie  were  one  or  two  wild  throws 
through  Meaden  calling  for  short  runs.  The  spuit 
did  not  last  long  and  scoring  went  on  apace. 
Walford  let  go  a  very  easy  ball  off  James  by 
While  when  the  scoie  was  at  181.  The  howlers 
were  changed  again  and  again  hut  seemingly  with 
little  effect.  James  was  finally  given  out  leg  before 
lo  Edwards — 8  for  188.  Wilson,  next  in,  soon  suc- 
cumbed, being  bowled  in  Edwaids  fourth  ball — 9 
for  188.  Blount,  last  wicket,  had  only  made  3 
when  he  was  clean  bowled,  amid  intense  excite- 
ment. Meaden  carried  out  his  bat  for  31,  the 
innings  closing  for  191.  Yokohama  thus  won  by 
12  tuns.  The  game  was  very  close,  and  at  one 
time  looked  very  much  as  if  the  Navy  would  emeige 
victorious. 

Yokohama  went  in  for  a  second  innings,  there 
being  still  half  an  hour  to  spare.  Crawfoi  d  and 
White  went  out  to  face  the  bowling  of  Powlett  and 
Arbuthnot.  The  bowlers  were  well  on  the  wicket, 
and  run  getting  was  not  brisk.  White  lifled  an 
easy  one  which  was  held  by  Leatliam  — 1  for  9  :  Lea- 
tliam repeated  the  trick  by  catching  Hunt  before  he 
had  had  time  to  break  his  duck.  Kenyon,  who  also 
raised  the  ball,  was  held  by  Meaden — 3  for  11. 


Blount  here  relieved  Arbuthnot  and  Lealham 
Powlett,  both  being  left  banders.  After  a  few 
1  uns  had  been  added  stumps  were  drawn  at 
6.30  The  following  is  the  score  and  analysis  : — 
Y.  C.  *  A,  C. 

I»T  INNINOS.  3ND  INNINGS. 

Mr,  H.  V.  Dickinson,  b.  Arbuthnot.  7 

Mr.  K.  F.  Crawford,  run  out    4   not  out   ij 

Mr.  V.  E.  White,  b.  Arbuthnot    35  c.     Leathern,  b. 

Mr.  W.  U.  S.  EdwArds,  c.  Leatham,  Powlett   j 

b.  Penny    43 

Mr.  G.  YV.  Barton,  b.  Arbuthnot  ...  3S 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  b.  Arbuthnot  ...  54 

Mr.  C.  A.  Black,  c.  and  b.  Powlett...  I 

Mr.  H.  R.  Mair,  l.b.w.,  b.  Powlett...  6    not  out   1 

Mr.  E.  O.  Kenyon,  b.  Arbuthnot   ...  13  c.     Meaden,  b. 

Mr.  G  Philip,  c.  James,  b.  Powlett..  1       Powlett   a 

Mr.  H.  R.  Hunt,  not  out    8  c.     Leatham,  b. 

Powlett   o 

Byes    6  3 
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Bowling  Analysis, 
first  innings. 


34 


Runs.    Maidens.  Wickets. 

65    6    S 

80    10    3 


Balls 

Sir  R.  K.  Arbuthnot..  142 
Mr.  F.  A.  Powlett  ...  135 
Mr.  W.  B.  Penny   ...  30 

Mr.  W.  H.  Thring  ...    15    11    1    — 

Lieut.  A.  Oldham          30    15    —    — 

Dr.  Harries   30    S    1    ......  — 

SECOND  INNINOS. 

Sir  R.  K.  Arbuthnot...  20    J    3    — 

Mr.  F.  A.  Powlett   ...  25    4    2    3 

Mr.  G.  R.  Blount   30    n    1    — 

Lieut.  Leatham   20    t    3    — 

Thb  Navy. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Thrinf,  b.  W.  D.  S.  Edwards   0 

Mr.  W.  E.  Penny,  b.  W.  D.  S,  Edwards   4 

Lieut.  Sir  R.  K.  Arbuthnot,  St.  Dickinson,  b.  White   80 

Mr.  A.  Powlett,  c.  Black,  b.  Walford    34 

Lieut.  E.  la  T.  Leatham,  b.  Philip    11 

Lieut.  A.  Oldl  am,  b.  Black    1 

Dr.  E.  H.  Meaden,  not  out    31 

Dr.  H.  Harries,  run  out     o 

Lieut.  H.  W.  James,  l.b.w.,  b.  Edwards   10 

Mr.  G.  P.  Wilson,  b.  Edwards    o 

Mr.  G.  R.  Blount,  b.  Edwards   3 

b.  13,  l.b.  3,  w.  1   17 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  BUDGET  FOR 
THE  27 TH  FISCAL  YEAR. 


REVENUE.  , 
Ordinary  Revenue. 

As  passed  by  the 
Government.      House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

I. —  Receipts  from  Posts 

and  Telegraph    ...        28,744.000  28,744.000 
Extra  Ordinary  Revenue. 

1.  — Donations   48,576.000  48,576.000 

2.  —  Miscellaneous 

Receipts    1,112,947.016  1,112,947.016 

3.  — Amounts  transfer- 
red from  the  previ- 
ous fiscal  year   2,788,462.590  1,528,187.833 


Total                      3,949,985.606  2,689,710.849 

Grand  total  of 

Revenue    ...  3,978,729.606  2,718,454.849 
EXPENDITURE. 
Ordinary  Expenditure. 

department  of  foreign  affairs. 
1. —  Legations  and 

Consulates                       10,851.099  10,851.099 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances                        777-369  777'369 

2.  Repaiis                          260.000  260.000 

3.  Managements  of 
Settlements  at 

Korea                           6,742.320  6,742.320 

4.  Rents  of  Houses         1,615.260  1,615.260 

5.  Travelling  Expenses  1,406.750  1,406.750 

6.  Reception  Expenses        49.400  49.400 

DEPARTMENT   OF  HOME  AFFAIRS. 

1.  — Offices  for  Super- 
intending Public 

Wo,ks                             35,111.841  28,343  307 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances                    19,992.750  I3.595-250 

2.  I  ravelling  Ex- 
penses                        10,569.750  10,569.750 

3.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries                           839.OOO  839. 000 

4.  Office  Expenses        3,710.341  3.339-307 

2.  — Expenses  of  Peni- 
tentiaries                       20,402.600  20,402.600 

3.  — Hokkaido  Admi- 
nistration Board...      190,706.642  180,395.067 

1 .  Public  Works 

Expenses                     29,371.788  29,371.788 

2.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses                        5)317  467  3.989.667 


3.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries   8,675.375  2,306.600 

4.  Industrial  Ex- 
penses   134,806.110  134,806.110 

5.  Sanitary  Expenses  1,900.110  1,900.110 

6.  Educational  Ex- 
pense   8,020.792  8,020.792 

7.  Secret  Service 

Fund   2,115.000  Not  allowed. 

4.  —  Hokkaido  Peni- 

lenliaries    12,309.540  11,652.008 

1.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    5,734.216  5,734.216 

2.  Office  Expenses.  6,575.324  5,917-792 

5,  — Fu  and  Ken  Ex- 
penditures   30,438.590  30,438'590 

1.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses   30,438.590  30,438-590 

Total   288,969.213  271,231.572 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FINANCE. 

1.  — -National  Debt  ...  1,514,535.000  1,514,535.000 

I.  Repayment  of 

Bl)1,ds                     l,5l4.535-000  1,514,535.000 

2.  —  Rewards  and  Pen- 
sions   18,868.614  18,868.614 

1.  Schoolmaster's 

Pensions    17,818.614  17,818,614 

2.  Pensions  to  Fo- 
reigners  1,050.000  1,050.000 

3.  — -The  House  of  Peers  5,617.000  5,617,000 

I.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses   5,617.000  5,617.000 

4.  — The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives   15,000.000  15,000,000 

I.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses   15,000.000  15,000,000 

5.  — Cost   of  dealing 

with  currency   100,986.270  100,986.270 

Total                 1,655,006.884  1,655,006.884 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR. 

1.  — Military  Expenses  5,211.168  5,061.168 

I.  Reviews  and  Ex- 
ercises   5,211.168  5,061.168 

2.  — Gendarmerie    ...  11,975.649  11,975649 

1.  Salaries  and  al- 
lowances   5,509.080  5,509.080 

2.  Arms  and  Gun- 
powder   2,044.751  2,044.751 

3.  Uniforms   2,738.558  2,738.558 

4.  Prisoners  Ex- 
penses   57.800  57,8oo 

5.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses   1,278.540  1,278.540 

6.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    106.920  106.920 

7.  Secret  Service 

Fund   240.000  240.000 

Total    17,186.817  17,036.817 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE. 

I. — Courts  of  Law  ...  50,384.463  50,384.463 

I.  Law  Courts   50,384.463  50,384463 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION. 

1.  — The  Department 

Proper    2,500.000  2,500,000 

I.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries   2,500.000  2,500.000 

2.  — Eai  thquake  In- 
vestigation Associa- 
tion   707.870  707.870 

1.  Repairs    707.870  707.870 

Total   3,207.870  3,207.870 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMUNICATIONS. 

I. — Expenses  of  Com- 

municiations    11,496.885  10,922.041 

1.  Works  of  Com- 
munications  7,474.510  7,100.785 

2.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries   2,162.865  2,054.722 

3.  Office  Expenses  1,859.510  1,766.534 

Grand  Total  of 
Ordinary  Ex- 

ditures             2,037,103.231  2,018,640.747 

Extraordinary  Expenditures, 

department  of  foreign  affairs. 
I. — Buildings  and  Re- 

Pairs    8,450.456  6,457.213 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HOME  AFFAIRS. 

I. — Subsidy  towards 
Expenses  of  Public 

W",kLs  »                    586,942.532  586,942.532 

1.  Subsidy  toward 
the  Yokohama 

Water  Works  ...     500,000.000  500,000.000 

2.  Subsidy  towards 
the  Kobe  Water- 

wotk   60,000.000  60,000.000 
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Subsidy  tow. 11  lit 
Repair  of  Roads 
in   Nagano  Pie- 

Octure    16,889.000  10,889.000 

4.  Subsidy  towar  ds 
Re-construction 
Ol  Bridges  in  Shiga 

Prefecture   10,053.532  10,053.532 

2.  — Repairs  and  Cou- 
ComlrrtctioH  ol 

Rivers    931,023.000  931,023.000 

1.  Rivei  Tone   250,000.000  250,000.000 

2.  River  Oi    69,600.000  69,600.000 

3!  River  Kilakami  25,000.000  25,000.000 

4.  River  Mogami  .  30,000.000  30,000.000 

5.  River  Abukuma  54,600.000  54,600,000 

6.  River  AUano  ...  1,250.000  1,250.000 

7.  River  Yosbino  ..  3,669.000  3,669.000 

8.  Moutb  of  River 

Shinano   335,000.000  335,000.000 

9.  River  Tenryu 
(Supplementary 

Repairs)    60,000.000  60,000.000 

10.  River  Fuji  (Sup- 
plementary Re- 

pairs)   S4.854.000  84.854000 

11.  River  Fuji    6,840.000  6,840.000 

12.  River  Tenryu  ...  10,210.000  10,210.000 

3.  — Repairs  and  Build- 

irtg,,.,   4,780.800    Not  allowed 

4.  — Expenses  of  Sur-  1  • 
veying  Rivers    15.656.396  15.656.396 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 

lowances    8,806.000  8,806.000 

2.  Travelling    3,406.800  3,400.000 

3.  Expenses  for  sur- 
veying   and  ex 

amining  Rivers..  3.443-596  3.443.590 

5.  — Yokohama  Hai- 

bour  Works   229,947.747  Rejected 

1.  Salaries  and  Al-  . 
lowances    10,237.500  Rejected 

2.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries   22.93i.55i  Rejected 

3.  Office  Expenses.  4.293-891  Rejected 

4.  Travelling  Ex- 

penses    967.680  Rejected 

5.  Repairs  and  . 
Building    1,150.000  Rejected 

6.  Public  Work  Ex- 
penses     190.367.125  Rejected 

6.  — Expenses  of  Building 
Offices  and  Houses  of 

the  Diet   21,202.127  20,345.663 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances   18,990.000  18,270.000 

2.  Miscellaneous 
Salai  ies  

597.483  597483 

3.  Official  Expenses  1,364.644  1,228.180 

4.  Repairs    250.000  250.000 

7.  — Industrial  Expenses 

in  Hokkaido    110,890.000  110,890.000 

1.  Drainage  Expen- 
ses between  Horo- 
mui-Umaoi  and 

Barato-Jenibako  105,390.000  105,390.000 

2.  Expenses  for  sur- 
veying and  ex- 
amining Harbours  5,500.000  5,500.000 

8.  — Expenses  for  ex- 
hibiting Hokkaido 
Articles  in  the  4th 
Domestic  Indust- 
rial Exhibition   5.500.°00  5.500.ooo 

9.  Expenses  forEn- 

larging  the  Pier 

at  Kobe    161,468,610  Rejected 

Total   2,067,411-212  1.670,357.591 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FINANCE. 

I. —  Building  and  Re- 
pairs •      156.070.866  133,276.741 

1.  New  Construction 

Expenses   22,794125  Rejected 

2.  Construction  of 
Warehouse  of 
Yokohama  Cus- 
tom House    89,885.660  89,885.660 

3.  Construction  of 
Carriage-Ways  in 
Yokohama  Custom 

House    43,391.081  43,391.081 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR. 

!,_» Construction  of 

Fortresses    1,031,276.268  59,919.000 

1.  Arms  and  Gun- 
powder   638,670.768  Rejected 

2.  Construction  of 
Fortresses  at  Na- 

ruto  Straits   42,370.500  Rejected 

3.  Construction  of 

Fortreses  at  Kure    182,396.000  Rejected 

4.  Construction  of 
Fortresses  at 

Saseho   131. 173-000  Rejected 


5.  Consti  ucttioil  of 
F01  tresses  at  Tsu- 
shima   36,666.000  36,666.000 

2.  —  Buildings  and  Re- 

pairs  100,526.000  26,831.500 

1.  New  Consti  no- 
tions  21,169.000  21,169.000 

2.  Construction  of 
Barracks  in  To- 
kyo Bay    5,662.500  5,662.500 

3.  Construction  of 
Barracks  in  Namlo 

Strait   7,390.000  Rejected 

4.  Construction  of 

Barracks  in  Kure  61,282.250  Rejected 

5.  Construction  of 

Barracks  in  Saseho  5,022.250  Rejected 

3.  — -Expenses  for  Sin  - 

veying    98,652.332  98,652.332 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances   3,612.000  3,612-000 

2.  Office  Expenses  914.268  914.268 

3.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    1,407.582  1,407.582 

4.  Surveying  Ex- 
penses   92,718.482  92,718.482 

Total                 1,230,454.600  185,402.832 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NAVY. 

1,  — Building  and  Re- 
pairs   15,840.000  15,840.000 

2.  — Expenses  for  Ex- 
periment of  Shimose 

Gunpowder    38,584.365  38.584.365 

Total    54,424.365  54,424.365 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION. 

2.  — Construction  of 
Lecture-rooms     of  , 
Chemical  Techno- 
logy and  Metallurgy 

of  the  College  of 

Engineering    35,078.000  33,324.100 

3.  — Initiation  of  Osaka 

Technological  School  97,152.000  97,152.000 

1.  Construction  Ex- 
penses   68,352.000  68,352.000 

2.  Equipment  of 

School  Apparatus  28,800.000  28,800.000 

Total   132,230.000  130,476.100 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  — Buildings  and  Re- 

pairs                      1,560,844.751  1,507,090.372 

1.  New  Buildings..  268,769.286  268,769.286 

2.  Construction  of 
Telegraph  at  Sa- 

gaseki   59,904.202  57,321.428 

3.  Construction  of 
Cables  at  Oki- 
nawa   748,985.388  717,903.094 

4.  Construction  of 
Cables  at  Oki  ...  63,185.880  60,416.164 

5.  Purchase  of  Ships 

and  Boats   420,000,000  402,620.000 

2.  — Expenses  of  In- 
vestigating Railway 
Routes  throughout 

the  Empire    29,307.075  29,307.075 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances   9,550.000  9,550.000 

2.  Office  Expenses.  2,495,025  2,495.025 

3.  Miscellaneous 
Salaries    6,295.050  6,295.050 

4.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses   10,967.000  10,967.000 

Total    1,590,151.826  1,536,397447 

Grand  Total  of 
Extraordinary 

Expenditures..  5,239,193.325  3,716,792.289 
Sum   Total  of 
Expenditures..  7,276,296.556  5>735433.°35 

DEPARTMENT  OF  BDUCATION — IMPERIAL 
UNIVERSITY. 

Ordinary  Receipts. 

I. — Imperial  Univer- 
sity  5,700,152  5,700,152 

I.  Sundry  Receipts  5,700,152  5,700,152 

Ordinary  Expenditures. 

1. — Imperial  Univer- 
sity  6,058,407  6,058,407 

1.  Office  Expenses  3,475,412  3,475,412 

2.  Miscellaneous 
Salaries   584,160  584,160 

3.  Students'  Ex- 
penses   798.835  798.835 

4.  Miscellaneous  Al- 
lowances to  Foreign 

Employes   1,200,000  1,200,000 

HIGHER  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts. 
1 1 — Higher  Normal 

School    696.000  696.000 


I.  Sundry  Receipts  OyO.ooo  696.000 

Ordinary  Bxpttttfitttrfffei 

I.  —  Higher  Noimal 

School    2,296.095  2,182.095 

1 .  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances   1,140.000  1,026.000 

2.  Office  Expenses  672.828  672.828 

3.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries   483.267  483.267 

MUSICAL  SCHOOL  SU IIORDI  N  ATE  TO  HIGHER 
NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Expenditures. 
I. — Tokyo  Musical 

School    135.000  !35.CbO 

[<  Office  Expenses  135.000  135.000 

GIRL'S  HIGHER  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Expenditures. 
1. — Gill's  Higher  Nor- 
mal School    263,333  263.333 

1.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries   263.333  263.333 

FIRST  HIGHER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts. 

1. — First  Higher  Middle 

School   2,073.429  2,073.429 

1.  Sundry  Receipts  1,271.479  1,271.479 

2.  Appropriations 

from  Special  Fund       801.950  801.950 
Ordinary  Expenditures: — 
I.— First  Higher  Mid- 
dle School    1,887.092  1,887.092 

1.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    1,292.882  1,292.882 

2.  Expenses  for  Spe- 
cial Purposes  ...  330.876  330.876 

3.  Allowances  to  Fo- 
reign Employes  263.334  263.334 

Fund  Receipts    801.950  801.950 

1.  Contributions  into 
French  Scholar- 
ship Fund    500.000  500.000 

2.  Surplus  of  French 
Scholarship  Fund 

Receipts    301.950  301.950 

Fund  Expenditures..  801.950  801. 950 

I.  Appropriated 
into  French  Scho- 
larship Fund  ...  801.950  801.950 

SECOND  HIGHER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts  : — 

I. — Second  Higher 
Middle  School   ...         1,062.000  I,do2.ooo 
I.  Sundry  Receipts        1,062.000  1,062.000 

Ordinary  Expenditures  : — 

I. — Second  Higher 

Middle  School   ...         1,792.839  1,660.242 

1 .  Salai  ies  and 

Allowances   886.597  754.OOO 

2.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    506.242  506.242 

3.  Allowances  to 

Foreign  Employes        400.000  400.000 

THIRD  HIGHER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Expenditures: — 
I. — Third  Higher- 
Middle  School    ...         2,580.317  2,330.000 

1 .  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances   1,672.317  1,422.000 

2.  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    708.OOO  708.000 

3.  Allowances  to 

Foreign  Employes        200.000  200. 000 

FOURTH  HIGHER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts: — 

I. — Fourth  Higher 

Middle  School   ...  559-938  559-938 

1.  Sundry  Receipts  559-938  559-938 

Ordinary  Expenditures: — 

1 — Fouith  Higher 

Middle  School   ...  1,023.250  1,023.250 

1.  Miscellaneous 

Salai  ies    903.250  903.250 

2.  Allowances  to 

Foreign  Employes        120.000  120.000 

FIFTH  HIGHER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts: — 

1.— Fifth  Higher  Middle 

School    540.000  540.000 

1.  Sundry  Receipts  540.000  540.000 

Ordinary  Expenditures  :-— 

1.— Fifth  Higher  Middle 

School    1,800.000  1,683.000 

1.  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances   780.OOO  663.000 

2.  Miscellaneous  Sala- 
ries   1,020.000  1,020.000 

Extraordinary  Expendi- 
tures   357-500  357-500 

I.— New  Building  ...  357.500  357-500 

Total    2,157.500  2,047.500 
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YAMAGUCHI   HIGHER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Expenditures  : — 
I. — Yamaguchi  Higher 

Middle  School    588.000  588.000 

I.  Miscellaneous  Sala- 
ries   588.000  588.000 

TOKYO  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts  : — 
1. — Tokyo  Technical 

School    11,315.280  11,315.280 

[.  Receipts  from 

Manufactures  ...       11,315.280  11,315.280 
Ordinary  Expenditures  :  — 
I. — Tokyo  Technical 

School    11,315.280  11,315.280 

I.  Expenses  for  Experi- 
mental Manu- 
factures  11,315.280  11,315.280 

TOKYO  FINE  ARTS  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts  : — 

I, — Tokyo  Fine  Arts 

School    845.000  845.000 

I.  Sundry  Receipts  845  000  845.000 

Ordinary  Expenditures:— 

I. — Tokyo  Fine  Arts 

School    845.OOO  845.000 

I.  Office  Expenses.  845.000  845.000 

TOKYO  DEAF  AND  DUMB  SCHOOL. 

Ordinary  Receipts  : — 

1.— Tokyo  Deaf  and 

Dumb  School    465.000  465.000 

I .  Sundry  Receipts  465.OOO  465.OOO 

Ordinary  Expenditures:  — 

I  .—Tokyo  Deaf  and 

Dumb  School    540.000  540.000 

1.  Salaries  and  Ad- 
vances   324.000  324.000 

2.  Repairs    216.000  46.000 

TOKYO  LIBRARY. 

Ordinary  Receipts: — 

I.— Tokyo  Library...  255.460  255.460 

I.  Sundry  Receipts  255.460  255.460 
Ordinary  Expenditures: — 

I.— Tokyo  Library...  442.800  442.800 
I . —  Miscellaneous 

Salaries    442.800  442.800 

RAILWAY  BONDS. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMUNICATIONS. 

I. — Railway  Cons- 
truction Expenditures. 

1.  Travelling  Ex- 
penses   20,884.000  20,145.800 

2.  Miscellaneous 

Sala.ies   33,523.000  32,518.450 

3.  Fukushima-Ao- 

mori  Railway  ...      743,025.000  744.767.750 

4.  Tsuruga-Toyama 

Railway    686,249.000  686,249.000 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


London,  June  9. 

The  Khedive,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  will 
be  the  guest  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  will 
be  lodged  in  Buckingham  Palace. 

Matchbox  has  been  purchased  for  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  guineas  to  go  to  Austria. 

[Matchbox  is  a  three-year-old  colt  that  figured  prominently  on 
the  turf  last  year  and  ran  second  to  Ladas  in  the  Two 
Thousand  Guineas  as  well  as  in  the  Derby.] 

London,  June  11. 
Upwards  of  six  millions  of  gold  currency  were 
exported  from  the  United  States  last  week,  the 
reserve  being  now  reduced  to  seventy  millions. 

London,  June  12. 
The  situation  at  Bangkok  is  strained,  th 
Siamese  Government  having  refused  to  produce 
Phra  Yot  for  judgment  at  the  second  trial. 


["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  June  14. 

The  Captain  of  the  British  ship  Drumeltan — 
which  went  ashore  on  the  island  of  Tanega- 
shima,  south  of  Van  Dieman  Straits,  on  the 
night  of  the  25th  April — has  been  severely  cen- 
sured by  a  Marine  Court  of  Inquiry  held  here, 
but  his  certificate  is  returned. 

London,  June  14. 

The  Italian  Cabinet  resumes  office  with  the 
exception  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  the 
Treasury. 

Phra  Yot  has  been  sentenced  to  20  years 
imprisonment  by  the  Mixed  Court  sitting  at 
Bangkok. 


[Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "  Japan  Mail"  prom  the 
"  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


London,  June  4. 
Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir 
Edward  Grey  stated  that  a  French  note  had 
been  presented,  making  full  reservations  re- 
garding the  new  Congo  Treaty;  that  Germany 
had  made  no  protest  in  London,  but  he  was 
unable  to  say  whether  or  not  she  had  done  so 
at  Brussels. 

Italy  declines  to  accept  France's  objections 
to  the  Harrar  Treaty. 

June  6. 

The  Silver  Commission  in  Germany  has 
closed  without  any  definite  decision  being  ar- 
rived at. 

In  the  French  Chambers,  M.  Goblet  moved 
a  vote  of  no  confidence,  and  said  that  the  Cabi- 
net as  constituted  was  not  a  Radical  Cabinet, 
but  was  merely  a  repetition  of  the  Perier  Mini- 
stry. M.  Dupuy  denied  having  shown  favour 
to  the  clerical  party,  and  stated  that  he  would  not 
submit  to  the  dictation  of  the  Vatican.  A  vote 
of  confidence  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority. 


[From  Manila  Papers.] 

Manila,  May  19. 

In  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the 
King's  birthday,  the  sentences  of  the  majority 
of  common  criminals,  both  in  the  Peninsula  and 
the  colonies,  are  to  be  reduced  by  one  fourth. 

The  Conservative  party  continues  to  oppose 
the  conclusion  of  the  Commercial  Treaties  un- 
der discussion  in  the  Chamber. 

Madrid,  May  18. 

The  earthquake  in  Venezuela  destroyed  forty 
villages  and  caused  numerous  deaths. 

The  anarchists  who  were  sentenced  to  death 
for  their  dynamite  attempt  at  Barcelona  have 
been  placed  in  the  chapel  of  the  prison,  pre- 
paratory to  their  execution  to-morrow.  Their 
petition  for  a  commutation  of  the  sentence  was 
refused. 

Madrid,  May  20. 
Germany  has  resolved  to  impose  on  Spanish 
products  the  highest  customs  tariff  in  force  in 
Germany.  The  Council  of  Ministers  has  re- 
solved to  adopt  the  highest  customs  tariff  in 
force  in  Spain  on  German  products  from  to- 
morrow. Thus  a  war  of  tariffs  is  established. 
— Daily  Press. 


London,  June  4. 

Quietude  has  been  restored  in  Sofia.  The  Rus- 
sian Press  considers  that  the  fall  of  M.  Stam- 
bouloff  leaves  the  position  of  affairs  unchanged. 

The  Hungarian  Cabinet  has  resigned  over 
the  Civil  Marriage  Bill. 

In  Bechuanaland,  the  troopers  Daniels  and 
Wilson  have  been  sentenced  to  fourteen  years' 
imprisonment  for  suppressing  the  message  of 
submission  sent  by  King  Lobengula  and  for 
stealing  the  thousand  pounds  sent  with  the 
message,  their  dastardly  act  having  led  to  the 
deaths  of  Major  Wilson  and  his  parly. — N.  C. 
Daily  News. 

(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Osaka,  June  8. 
The  Kisogawa  Maru  left  here  for  Ninsen 
yesterday. 

Ninsen,  Korea,  June  9. 

Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister  to  Korea,  ar- 
rived here  to-day. 

The  British  ship  Alacrity  arrived  here  this 
morning  from  Ninsen. 

Osaka,  June  9. 
A  number  of  flag  and  field  officers  passed 
through  here  yesterday  afternoon  en  route  for 
Hiroshima. 

Osaka,  June  n. 
A  Ninsen  telegram  dispatched  on  the  9th  inst. 
at  12.04  p.m.  has  arrived  here.    It  reports  that 
one  thousand  Chinese  soldiers  have  reached 
Gazan. 

A  letter  from  Peking  dated  the  31st  ult.  states 
that  owing  to  the  departure  for  home  of  the 
Russian  Minister  to  the  Chinese  Court,  M.  C. 
Waeber,  Russian  Charge"  d'Affaires  in  Korea,  is 
expected  to  arrive  there  about  the  10th  of  June 
to  take  charge  of  the  Russian  Legation.  The 


arrival  of  the  Acting  Minister  M.  Waeber  will 
cause  some  activity  in  diplomatic  circles. 

Hiroshima,  June  io. 

The  railway  section  between  Hiroshima  and 
Mihara  on  the  Sanyo  Railway  was  opened  for 
traffic  to-day.  A  large  number  of  persons  as- 
sembled to  witness  the  ceremony. 

Nagasaki,  June  11. 

The  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  has  purchased 
3,000  tons  of  British  coal.  The  British  gun- 
vessel  Linnet  is  expected  to  reach  here  to-morrow 
from  Kobe,  and  will  at  once  leave  for  Nin- 
sen. H.B.M.S.  Mercury  is  expected  to  be  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ninsen.  Two  British 
steamers  have  arrived  here  from  Hongkong. 

Hiroshima,  June  11. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Fukushima  and  Major 
Ichinoto  left  here  a  day  or  two  ago,  but  their 
destination  was  not  made  public. 

Soul,  June  8. 

The  Government  troops  attacked  the  Chojo 
last  night.  The  Togaktt-to  men  retreated  to 
Zenshu  without  attempting  to  repulse  the  attack. 
They  declined  to  accept  the  challenge  of 
the  Government  troops  to  come  out  in  open 
combat.  Li  and  Gen,  Government  officers, 
left  for  Zenshu  to-day. 

Fusan,  June  9. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  Togaku-to  men  from 
reaching  the  Korean  capital  a  party  of  sixty 
soldiers  have  been  stationed  at  the  Kojin  and 
Surei  Gates.  Every  passer-by,  both  foreign  and 
native,  is  challenged  as  he  approaches  the 
gates.  Trade  is  thoroughly  disorganised  in  the 
capital. 

Ninsen,  June  11. 
No  fighting  has  been  reported   since  the 
arrival  of  the  Chinese  troops.    Twelve  men-of- 
war  are  in  port.    Quietness  reigns  in  Soul  as 
well  as  in  Ninsen. 

Nagasaki  June  13. 
The  British  gun-boat  Linnet,  which  was  to 
leave  here  for  Ninsen  this  morning,  has  post- 
poned her  departure  on  receiving  orders  from 
the  Admiral. 

A  British  man-of-war  has  purchased  a  large 
quantity  of  coals  in  this  port. 

Fusan,  June  12. 

The  Higo  Maru,  which  arrived  from  Ninsen 
on  the  6th,  brought  news  of  the  Togaku-to  dis- 
turbances. Rice  rose  in  value  the  following 
day.  Ordinary  tranquillity  prevails  here,  but 
the  residents  of  Torai-fu  are  preparing  to  aban- 
don their  houses. 

Nagano  Prefecture,  June  14. 

Asama  volcano  emitted  heavy  rumblings  at 
half-past  nine  o'clock  this  morning,  and  smoke 
was  ejected  ;  violent  shocks  of  earthquake  were 
felt  in  the  neighbourhood. 

During  the  eruption  of  Asama,  ashes  fell  in 
Usui-gun,  Nishigumma-gun,  and  Mayebashi, 
and  still  continue. 

Miyazaki,  June  14. 

The  trouble  in  the  Normal  School  has  been 
settled,  forty-seven  students  having  presented  a 
letter  of  apology  to  the  President  and  instructors. 

Ninsen,  June  12. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  Japanese  soldiers 
have  reached  here  and  have  since  left  for  Soul. 

Soul,  June  13. 

Japanese  troops  landed  at  Ninsen  yesterday. 
A  portion  will  remain  at  the  latter  port,  while 
the  remainder  are  expected  here  to-morrow. 
The  soldiers  will  be  quartered  in  the  Kinju-do, 
Hitsu-do,  and  Seimin-do,  buildings  attached  to 
the  Japanese  Legation,  while  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  other  leading  officers  will  put  up 
at  the  Legation.  / 

Shanghai,  June  13. 

Four  steamers  of  the  Shosho-kyoku  will  leave 
here  to-morrow  with  ammunition  and  provi- 
sions for  Korea  at  the  request  of  the  Chinese 
Standing  Squadron  in  the  north.  A  Chinese 
man-of-war  arrived  here  last  night  from  Ikaiyei 
to  escort  the  steamers  to  Korea. 

Osaka,  June  14. 

A  genuine  case  of  cholera  was  officially  re- 
ported in  Nishiku  yesterday.  The  victim  was  a 
woman,  61  years  of  age. 

Nagasaki,  June  13. 
The  steamer  Yachiyo  Maru  has  been  run 
down  by  a  transport  belonging  to  the  Saseho 


June  16,  1894.] 


THE    JAPAN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


Admiralty  Station  outside  the  port.  No  lives 
were  lost. 

ti  Soul,  June  13. 

The  Government  troops  have  driven  back 
the  Jogaku-to  partisans,  and  Genshu  province 
is  restored  to  the  Government.  The  loeaku-to 
men  are  encamping  at  Kintei.  This  is  the  latest 
report  from  the  interior. 

Shimonoseki,  June  14 
Some  50  000  tons  of  coals  are  to  be  pur- 
chased.  Of  the  above  10,000  tons  were  for 
Saseho  and  the  remainder  for  Moji  ;  quotations 
naturally  hardenng  at  these  ports  the  coal  was 
bought  to-day  at  Wakamatsu,  and  is  being  con- 
veyed in  junks  to  the  ports  mentioned. 

Tj  .  .  Hongkong,  June  15. 

Be  ween  the  7th  to  14th  inst.  701  persons 
d.ed  from  the  pest.  A  Japanese  lad  and  a  wo- 
man were  attacked  by  the  malady,  and  the  latter 
.  d  t  !e  GoveillI»ent  has  promised  every  aid 
to  Prof.  Aoyama  and  Dr.  Kitazato  in  carrying 
out  their  investigations.  5 

ti    v         „  Soul,  June  15. 

Mie  Korean  Government  intends  to  suppress 
all  reports  of  defeats  of  the  Government  soldiers 
by  the  Togaku-to  partisans,  and  only  to  pub- 
lish intelligence  relating  to  victories  obtained 
1  he  message  stating  that  the  Government  troops 
had  recovered  Zen-shu  is  quite  trustworthy. 

ti       ■   1   1  t  S°u1,  June  lS- 

i  tie  arrival  of  Japanese  troops  in  the  capital 
caused  great  alarm  to  the  Chinese  Minister 
who  at  once  telegraphed  to  Viceroy  Li  begging 
him  to  dispatch  more  soldiers. 

A  reportjhas  reached  here  to  the  effect  that  on 
receiving  the  above  request  the  Viceroy  duly 
ordered  the  dispatch  of  further  troops  to  Korea 
I  he  men  are  expected  to  be  here  in  two  or  three 
days. 

T,     ~,  .  Soul,  June  15. 

lbe  Chinese  troops  encamped  at  Gasan, 
left  for  Koshu  yesterday. 
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Stkinitz-Laskhr. 
We  Kive  below  the  thirteenth  game  of  the  match 
Uie  hrsl  of  those  won  by  Steinitz  in  Montreal. 
£ he  incoming  steamers  from  San  Francisco  and 
Vancouver  should  give  us  much  later  news. 
Game  No.  132. 
(thirteenth-game— RU Y  LOPEZ.) 

WHITE. 
Lasker. 

I— P  to  K  4 


CHESS. 


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the(jH..s  Kuitob.)| 

The  local  Chess  Clubs  are  closed  until  the  be- 
ginning of  October. 


Solution  of  Problem  No.  124. 

BLACK. 

1—  K  x'  Kt 

2—  K  to  Q  4  or  6 


WHITE 

1—  Q  to  B  sq. 

2—  B  x  P 

3—  Q  to  B  4,  mate 

3— Q  to  K  3,  mate 

2—  Q  to  Q  sq.  ch. 

3—  B  to  Q  4,  mate 


2—  Q  to  Q  2  ch. 

3—  Q  to  Q  3  or 

Kt  to  Kt  5,  mate 


if  2— K  to  B  6 

if  1— P  X  Kt 
2— K  to  K  6 

if  1— P  to  B  6 
2— K  X  Kt 

if  1— K  to  K  7 
2— K  to  B  6 


if  2— Kt  to  B  8 


2—  Kt  10  KB  3 

3—  B  to  Kt  5 

4—  B  x  Kt 

5—  P  to  O  4 

6—  Q  x  P 

7—  Kt  x  Q 

8—  Kt  to  iZ  2 

9—  Q  Kt  to  B  3 

10—  B  to  K  B  4 

1 1—  Castles  K  R 

12—  P  to  KB3 

13—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

14—  K  R  to  K  sq. 

15—  Kt  to  Q  sq. 

16—  Kt  to  B  sq. 

17—  B  to  K3 

18—  P  to  Q  Kt  3 

19—  B  X  Kt 

20—  P  x  P 

21  — P  to  Q  B  3 

22—  K  to  R  sq. 

23—  R  to  Q  B  sq. 

24—  Kt  (Q)  to  K  3 

25—  P  X  P 

26—  P  to  K  R  3 

27—  Kt  to  Q  s 

28—  P  x  B 

29—  Q  R  to  Q  sq. 

30—  R  X  R 

31—  K  to  R  2 

32—  P  to  Q  R  4 

33—  P  to  K  R  4 

34—  P  to  B  4 

35—  K  to  R  3 

36—  R  X  R 

37—  K  to  Kt  4 

38—  K  X  P 

39—  K  to  K  4 

40—  P  to  Kt  3 

41—  Kt  to  K  3  ch. 

42—  K  to  Q  3 

43—  K  to  B  3 

44—  P  to  B  4 

45—  P  to  B  5 

46—  P  to  Kt  4 

47—  Kt  to  Qsq. 

48—  K  to  Kt  3 

49—  K  to  R  4 

50—  Kt  to  Kt  2 

51—  K  to  Kt  3 

52—  P  to  Kt  5 

53—  Kt  X  P 

54—  K  x  P 

55—  K  to  Kt  5 

56 —  Resigns. 


BLACK. 

Stelniu. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  Q  B  3 

4—  Q  P  X  B 

5—  P  X  P 

°-Q  x  Q 

7—  P  10  Q  B  4 

8—  B  to  Q  2 

9 —  Castles 
10— B  to  B  3 

m  —  Kt  to  K  B  3 

12—  B  to  K  2 

13—  P  to  K  Kt  3 

14—  Kt  to  Q  2 

15—  Kt  to  Kt  3 

16—  R  10  Q  2 

17—  K  R  to  Q  sq. 

18—  P  to  B5 

19—  P  X  B 

20—  B  to  Kt5 

21—  B  to  B  4  ch. 

22—  R  to  O  6 

23—  P  I0QR4 

24—  P  to  B  4 

25—  P  X  P 

26—  R  to  Kt  sq. 

27—  B  x  Kt 

28—  R  X  Q  P 

29—  R  x  R 

30—  P  to  B  5 

31—  R  10  K  sq. 

32—  K  to  B  2 

33—  K  to  B  3 

34—  B  to  Kt  5 

35—  R  to  K  8 

36—  B  x  R 

37—  K  to  B  4 

38—  K  x  P 

39—  B  X  P 

40—  B  X  Qsq, 

41—  K  to  Kt  5 

42—  K  X  P 

43—  K  to  Kt  4 

44—  K  to  B  4 

45—  K  to  Q  3 

46—  P  to  Kt  4 

47—  K  to  K  4 

48—  P  to  Kt  5 

49—  K  to  Q  s 

50—  P  to  Kt  4  ch. 

51—  B  to  K  2 

52—  P  to  R5  ch. 

53—  P  X  Kt  ch. 

54—  K  to  K  4 

55—  K  x  P 


3— Q  to  Q  sq.  or 

Q  to  K  B  2,  mate. 

C°,V,e^Sc?l,,lions  rece,'ved  from  Omega,  Dieam 
ma,  W.H.S.,  Aling,  and  J.D.  K 

Probl  EM  No.  127. 
By  KlSELACH. 
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Notes. 

The  champion  at  last  abandoned  his  defence  of 
3f  ••• FtD°9  3and  took  up  the  old  book  move 
of  3.  ...  P10QR3.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
sequel  he  won  the  Game  too ;  and  this  we  think 
will  do  much  to  destroy  the  new  defence  unless 
fresh  analysis  shall  again  establish  it  in  favour 

Lasker  selected  a  variation  which  led  to  the 
exchange  of  Queens,  that  is  to  say,  he  offered  the 
exchange,  and  Steinitz  did  not  object  to  the  simp- 
hfication  of  the  position.  After  the  development 
of  some  pieces,  the  latter  castled  on  the  Queen's 
side  two  moves  later  Lasker  followed  su*  using 
t  ie  Kings  Rook,  and  then  the  struggle  for  uosi 

tionensued.    With  18   P  to  B  5!  the  veteran 

lauack  3  C°mbmalion  w,lich  g^e  him  a  strong 
Lasker  failed  to  make  the  best  move  at  his 
twentieth  turn  by  talcing  the  pawn.  He  should 
have  p  ayed  Ins  Knight  to  Queen's  fifth,  which 
would  have  gtven  him  a  good  game.  After  this 
m.st.ke  Steinitz  had  his  adversary  at  his  me  y 
and  won  in  fine  style,  after  fifty-six  moves. 


Slianfhil)  Na 
gasaki,  and  Kobe  ... 

from  America   

Prom  Hongkong   

from  America   

from  1  longkong  ...... 

from      Europe,  vi,1 

Hongkong   

from  Hongkong   

From  Canada,  See. 
from  Hongkong   


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE   NEXT   MAIL    IS  DUH 


per  N.  Y.  K. 
per  ().  &  O.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  P.  M.  Co. 
per  P.  &  O.  Co. 


f  riday,  June  Ifth, 
Sunday,  June  IftM 
Sunday,  June  lytb/f 
Sunday,  June  j^tli.t 
Sunday,  June  17th. | 


per  M.M.Co.  I'riday,J,inej>nd.|| 

per  O.  &  O.  Co.  Thursday,  June  jist  f 
per  L.  P.  K.  Co.     Monday.  June  18U.  •• 

per  (..  P .  R.  Co.  Thursday,  June  jmt.tf 


I  ..,  u  ,  'Sf' J Ban  Fra"ciflco  via  Honolulu  on  May  aoth.  1  Pt,u 
w,il  leave  Kobe  on  June  .6th.  t  City  of  P.k™  left  San  Fran- 
cs™ on  June  7th.  ♦  Anana  left  Kobe  on  June  .6  h  Sv'l, L 
(With  hrench  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  June  ijth     £  OcinTc  Id? 

fune8«h,R  ??  IZ'  '3",V  Ert%  °}  Vancouver  on 

I  Jnne  5lh-    f+  kmprets  0/  China  left  Hongkong  on  June  13th. 

THE  NEXT  MAIL  LEAVES 
for  Europe,  viaShang. 

,     >ltt;,   perM.  M.Co. 

I  For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co 

for  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

for  Shanghai,  Kobe, 

and  Nagasaki   per  N.  V.  K. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  C0 

for  Canada.  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co. 

for  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co 

for  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 

Tacoma.  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 

For  America    per  P.  M.  Co! 


Saturday,  June  16th. 
Monday,  June  18th. 
Monday,  June  18th. 

Tuesday,  June  19th. 
Friday,  June  Jind. 
Friday,  June  aand. 
Saturday,  June  ajid. 

Saturday,  June  30th. 
Saturday,  June  30th. 


A  tenant  went  to  see  his  landlord  about  a 
house  he  had  just  taken,  and  about  which  he  had 
home  fault  to  find.  He  mentioned  several  draw- 
backs  and  then  said-"  And.  furthermore,  Mr 
Oppenhe.mer,  this  cellar  is  full  of  waer."  Mr  On' 
penheimer,  the  landlord,  eyed  him  with  reproach' 
and  then  exclaimed— "Vull  of  vater!  Veil  vat 
you  expect— vull  of  champagne  ?  " 


White  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 


LA  JEST  SHIPPING. 

■  

ARRIVALS. 
Shinagawa  Mavu,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 
Slmnadzu,  gth  June,— Hakodate,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  9th 
June,— Hongkong  via  ports,  General.— Dod- 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 

HarimaMaru, Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
ioih  June,— Yokkaichi  91I1  June,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Hokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S.  Oka 

loth  June,— Otaru,  Coal.— S.  Oka. 
Daphne  (4),  gunboat,  Commander  G.  H.  Mac- 
Arthur,  10th  June,— Hongkong. 
Severn  (12),  cruiser,  Captain  R.  F.  Henderson, 

lot  It  June, —  Hongkong  via  ports. 
Hector,  British  steamer,  1,489,  Bartlett,  nth  Tune 

—Kobe,  Ballast.— Butterfield  #  Swire. 
Plover  (6),  gunboat,  Captain  F.  C.  B.  Addington, 

Mtli  June, — Hongkong. 
Angers,  British  steamer,  2,076,  Eannister,  nth 
June,  — Hakodate,    General.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  I.  Iwala,  nth 
June— Kobe  10th  June,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Takasago  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,286,  J.  Nirei, 
nth  June,— Yokosuka  nth  June,  Ballast  — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Miike  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  2,053,  R.  Tipple 

I2th  J  une, —  Hiroshima  ioih  June,  General.  ' 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Alacrity  (4),  despatch-boat,  Commander  De  Lisle 
12th  June, — Hongkong. 

Kraysser  (6),  Russian  corvette,  Captain  Roiest- 

wensky,  12th  June,— Australia. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fuktii 
1 2th  June,— Yokkaichi  nth  June,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Sorachi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,108,  Hayashi 
I2th  June,— Otaru,  General.— Tanaka  Shoten. 
Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  Hugo  Walter, 
1 2th  June,— Hongkong  7th  June,  Mails  and 
General.— H.  Alliens  &  Co.,  Nacht. 
AsagaoMaru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Walter, 
13th  June,— Otaru  via  ports,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  14th 

June,— Moji,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Don  Juan  de  Austria  (8),  Spanish  cruiser,  Captain 
Don  Jose  Padrinan,  14th  June,— Nagasaki  via 
Kobe. 

Turbo,  British  steamer,  2,356,  Townsend,  14th 
June,— Batoum  via  ports,  Oil — Samuel  Samuel 
&  Co. 

Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma 
I5t"  J 

une, — Otaru,  Coal. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Diomed,  British  steamer,  1,436,  Wilkinson,  15th 
June,— Liverpool  via  ports,  General.— Butter- 
field  &  Swire. 

Seitio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  483,  Mumesono, 
15th  June,— Hakodate,  General.— Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 
naga.  15th  June,— Otaru  via  ports,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
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Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
,5llf  julle,— Yokkaichi  141I1  Ju"e,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha.  

DEPARTURES. 
Shinagawa   Maru,   Japanese   steamer,  952,  G' 
Shimadzu,  gth  June,— Kobe,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Sikh.    British   steamer,  2,735,  J-  R°w.lev» 

june.-Tacoma,   Wash     via   Victoria,  B.C., 
Mails  and  General.-Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co 
Nestor,    British   steamer,    .658,   Asqu.th     10  th 
June,— London  via  ports,  General.— Butte,  held 
&  Swire. 


to  Oshi.na  fresh  winds  and  squally  and  high  sea; 
passed  Oshima  the  11th  at  5.5  a.m.,  had  S.W.  to  | 
N  W.  winds  and  high  following  sea  to  Rock  Island 
at  8  2  p.m  ;  thence  moderate  and  unsteady  winds 
and' overcast  weather  to  ai.ival  at  Yokohama  the  | 
I2th  June  at  5.45  a.m. 

The  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  Captain  Hugo 
Walter,  reports -.-Left  Hongkong  the  7th  June 
at  10  a.m.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  12th  June| 
at  8  p.m. 


Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  43$,  Kawam.uo, 
„.„  June,— Yoklcaichi,  General.— Nippon  Yu- 


Oka.l 


sen  Kaisha 
Hokushiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  735,  S 

nth  June—  Otaru,  Ballast.— S.  Oka. 
Ghazee,    British  steamer,  1,827,  Scotland,  12th 
jlllie;_Hongkong  via  ports,  General.-Dod 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 
he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  I.  Iwata,  12th 

June 
TakasagoMa 

I2th  June,- 

pon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Angers,  British  steamer,  2,076,  Bann.ste. ,  13U 

Juii^-Hakodate,    General.-N.ppon  Yusen 

Monmouthshire,  British  steamer,  1,872,  Gedye 
I3th  june -New  York  via  ports,  General.- 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fuku>, 
I3ln]une,— Yokkaichi,  General.— Nippon  Yu 
sen  Kaisha. 


8th 


Kobe T  General.-N  ppon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
;7oMaru,  J«pane-e  steamer.  1,286,  J.  Nirei,  Sagamore  A, 
Sf^kiL  via  Nagasaki,  Lig«.t.-N.P-  5 


Kaisha.  n  c(  ■ 

Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G.  bn. 
madzu,  14th  June.-Otaru  via  ports,  General.- 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Nurnberg,  German  steamer,  2,007,  Hugo  Wake. 
,5",  June.-Hongkong  via  po.ts    Mails  and 
General.-H.  Ahrens  &  Co.,  Nachf. 

SowcW  Japanese  steamer,  1,108,  Hayasni, 

15th  June.-Otaru,  Ballast.- 1  anaka  Shoten 

Miike  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  2  653.  Thompse,  , 
15U,  June.-Honolulu,  General.-N.ppon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer  875 .  Eden,  15th 
lline  _Moii,  Light.—  Mitsu  Bish.  Sha. 

Seirio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  483.  Mumesono, 
16th  June.-Nagaura,  Light.-N.ppon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg, 
Uong  :— Mr.  O 


from  Hong 
Meyer  and  servant,  and  Mr.  C. 
Schwemer  in  cabin;  Mr.  E.  Lay  in  second  class, 
and  Mr.  Teiichi  Shirakami  in  thud  class. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  German  steamer  Nurnberg,  for  Ho'igkoi.g 
via  ports  :-Miss  Lichtenbe,  g,  Mr.  J.  W.  Chap- 
n  anu  Mr.  M.  Tomoe,  Mr.  George  M.  Dare 
S  bane  and  family,  Mr.  and I  M.s.  fprtsusach 
and  family.  Mr.  S.  Higuchi,  and  Mr.  fetch.  Held 
in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Miike  f/'«i/or  J10'1?- 
UL  _Mr.  T.  Yamazaki  and  Mr.  Wm.  Kapela 
in  cabin  ;  I5  passengers  in  second  class,  and  1,524 
Emigrants  in  steerage. 


SHIPPING  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

STEAMERS. 

tohr,    British  steamer,   1,935.  C.,afk^m 
jltne —Hongkong  via  pot  ts,  General.— Lot  nes 

mmed,  British  steamer,  1,436.  Wilkinson,  Jth 
Jllt,e,— Liverpool  via  ports,  General.— Butter- 
field  &  Swire. 
Hector,  British  steamer,  1,489,  Barllett,  nth  June, 

—Kobe,  Ballast.— Bultet  field  &  Swire. 
Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding  9th 
Mp,e'_Hongkong  via  ports,   Gene. al.-Dod- 
well,  Carlill  &  Co. 

American  steam-yacht,  143,  Cuslung, 
Kobe,  Stores.— Order. 
Turbo,  British  steamer,  2,356,  Townsend,  14th 
June,— Batoum  via  ports,  O.l.-Samuel  Samuel 
&  Co. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

Argomene,  British  ship,  1,579.  Wm.  O.  Thomas, 
25th  May,— Yokosuka  25th  May,  Ballast.-, 
Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Diana,  American  schooner,  74,  Petersen,  5U1 
October— North  Pacific,  50  otters  and  5  seals. 
—Captain. 

British  ship,  2,360,  Watt,  2nd  May, 
York  30th  November,  Petroleum.— Jar- 
Yusen  I     dine,  Mathesou  &  Co. 

Henriette,  German  ship,  1,705.  Seemann,  8th 
May,— New  York  23rd  December,  Petroleum. 
—  Jaidine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
Mount  Washington,  American  bark,  1,217,  Rose, 
23rd  May,— Kuchinotsu,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi 
Sha. 

Queen  Victoria,  British  ship,  1,587,  R.  Log.e, 
16th  May,— Kobe  71I1  May,  Ballast.— Southern 
Pacific  Co. 

Worlock,  British  steam-schooner,  31,  A.  Rieddrb- 
jelthe,  17th  November,— Petropaulovsky,  seal- 
ing Gear.— Captain. 

MEN-OF-WAR. 

Alacrity  (4),  despatch-boat,  Commander  De  Lisle, 

1 2th  June,— Hongkong. 
Centurion  (14).  battle-ship,  Captain  McQnhae, 

9th  June,— Hongkong  via  ports. 
Daphne  (4),  gunboat,  Commander  G.  H 

Arthur,  10th  June,— Hongkong. 
Don  7 uande  Austria  (8)  .Spanish  cruiser,  Captain 
Don  Jose  Padrinan.  141I1  June,— Nagasaki  via 
Kobe. 

Kraysser  (6),  Russian  corvette,  Captain  Rojest- 

wensky,  I2th  June,— Australia. 
Plover  (6),  gunboat,  Captain  F.  C.  B.  Addingtou, 

nth  June,— Hongkong. 
Severn  (12),  cruiser,  Captain  R.  F.  Henderson, 
ioih  June,— Hongkong  via  ports. 


WOOL I. HNS. 

Flannel  •  *' 

Italian  Cloth.  30  ymds.  3*  1  «l 

Italian  Cloth,  30  ya'd*.  3»  '"cl,es 

Medium  •  

Italian  Cloth,  30  ya,<1s'  31  lncl,es 

Co.inno.i   ;  

Mousseline  de  l.aii.e— (.rape,  24  yar<1», 

31  inches   ■  

Cloths-Pilots,  54  ®  56.ncl.es   

Cloths— Presidents,  54  ®  5<5  mul.es  ... 
Cloths— Union,  54  <S  56  inches  ......... 

Hla-ilcets— Scailet  and  Gieen,  4  l<>  3i«fc. 

l»«r  lb  

COTTON  YAKOS. 

Nos.  i6/m.  Oidinary   

Nos.  16/34,  Medium 


PER  YARD. 

$0.27i  »"  °-4S 
0.35    to  0.40 

0.30   li>  0.35 

0.25    III  0.30 


0.15 
0.35 
O.60 
0.40 

0.45 


III  0.229 

lo  0,50 
to  0.05 
to  0.70 

5»l 


$37.00  to  38.00 


Nos.  .6/24!  Good  to  Rest   38 .00  to  39-00 

Nos.  16/24,  Reveise   

Nos.  28/32.  Ordinary   39-00 

Nos  28(32,  Medium    39  5"  >u 

Nos  28  32  Good  to  Rest   40.00  to  4«-oo 

Nos  S8  12  Medi,..»tolUst    43  00  to  45.00 

No  \Vn  Two-fold    4^.00  to  44  00 

LNO.  3«,  V™»  AQ.0O  to  52.00 

No   MS.  Iwo-tolil    4y 

No.  205,  Boinliay    ~ 

No.  i6s,  Bombay   


MKT  A  IS. 

More  enquiry,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business 
hafb°   n  Z   at  lower  prices  ;  all  kinds  receiving 
ome  attention.    As  the  hot  weather  approaches 
tlTdemand  for  Iron  will  slacken  as  usual  m  the 
summer  months.  PIR  pioul. 

IMatBa.s.iinch   *;*  to  3.50 

Flat  Bars,  i  inch   3  55  -> 

Round  and  squa.e  ....  to  J  inch    3-50  to  3.60 

Iron  Plates,  assorted   -•    ^  to  3-75 

Sheet  Iron..   «      t  40 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    §  00(06.20 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    oq 

Ti„  IMate«,  ner  h„«   ,.60toi.65 

PiU  Iron.  No.  3    3 

K  KHOSICN  ll. 
Some  little  business  done  at  lower  figures,  but 
the  demand  is  not  brisk  and  tl 
from  strong. 


market  is  far 


$1.65  to  1 .67* 
1.62^  to  1.65 


Chester   

Comet   

Oevo.e                                  IZZ    i-62i  to  1.65 
Russian  Ancho,   1  ^ 

Russian  Moon   

SUGAR. 

demand  and  considerable  busi- 

White  and  Brown.  Puces 

ds  as  buyers  fear  a  stoppage  of 

the  south  owing  to  the  plague  in 


Some  revival  in 
ness  done  both  in 
tending  upwar 
supplies  from 

South  China.  p,Bficul. 

  54.50  to  4.60 

  5.20  to  5.60 

  3.30  to  3.40 

Brown  Daitong   400104.30 

Brown  Canton   7  20  to  7. so 

White  lava  and  Penang   7-*°  J°  7  5 

White  Kefined    '  3 


rtrown  Taltao 
Brown  Manila 


Mac- 


CARGO. 

Per  British  steamer  Sikh,  for  Tacoma,  Wash, 


via  Victoria, 


Shanghai  .. 

Hyogo   

Volcohama 
Hongkong 
Amoy  


B.C.:- 

TEA.  ST.  PAUL 

Ngw  AND  OTHIR 

YORK.  CHICAGO.  CANADA.  CITUS. 
46H       1,896  519  — 

,,553    1,508       —  645 
2,613      665  2,624 


LATEST  COMMERCIAL. 


pacip.c 

COAST. 


I  12 

27 


2,175 


—   14,145         726  —   — 


lO'lAL, 
7,026 
3,706 
8,l89 
27 

14.872 


IMPORTS. 
Still  dull  and   unsatisfactory.     Small  doings 
with  a  tendency  to  lower  prices.    Yams— Retail 
business  at  some  little  decline  in  figures.  Fancy 
Cottons— Quotations  nominally   unchanged  ;  but 
hi,  very  feeble  market.  Woollens-Nothing  done 
ith  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  Italian  Cloth  at 
late  rates.    Cotton  Handkerchiefs  have  met  with 
some  enquiry  for  the  approaching  Bon  festival. 
COTTON    PI  ECU-  ' 


EXPORTS. 
RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  8th  instant,  since  which 
daVe  settlements  on  this  market  are.^-K 

ESi  Jo  K  the  total  business  of  the 

W  TL2re°h^ten  a  falling  off  in  the  trade  and 
business  s  almost  at  a  standstill.  Things  seem  to 
he  S  well  in  Europe  as  rega.ds  the  new  crop 
aSd  Kra™  from  Ly°',S  pred'Ct  °Pen'  g 

*^,1£Sk  oTold  silk  remains  at  about  4,800 
niculs,  but  the  component  parts  are  changed  a 
Careful  revision  and  examination  showing  that 
care    entered  as  Re-reels  pro- 


Xotal   ,39  22,485   6.743    '.'84   3,269  33.820 

SILK. 

NEW  YORK.  0THERC1TIRS 


Shanghai  .. 
Hongkong.. 
Yokohama 


Total. 


21 
•  5 

Jl 
72 


1  OTA  I. 
21 
15 

..  36 


72 


REPORTS 

Tde  lapanese  steamer  Miike  Maru,  Capta...  R 
Tioole    reports  :-Lefl  Hiroshima  the  10th  june 
at    U  Z  passed  Akashi  Straits  at  7-35  P  "»- 1 
had  light  variable  winds  and  fine  weather;  thence 


CiAyShiitiUKS— SHIi.sHtyds.Jyli.c  he» 
Grey  Shi. tings— 0">,  3»4  yds.  JSIIVChe* 

r.  Cloth— jVh  24  ya.ds,  J2inches   

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  ya.ds,  44  inches  .. 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards,  jo.nches,.. 
Cotton— Italians  and  Satteeos  Itlaclc,  3> 
inches   

Velvets— Black,  35  yar<1s-  winches  ... 
Victoria  l.awns,  12  ya'Os,  42-3  mcliea... 
Turkey  Reds-2.0  to  2  4^,  24/25  ya^s, 

10  inches   ■  V" 

Turkey  Reds-2.8  to  3ft.  24/25  yards, 

1.0  inches   •  V" 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4*.  24/^5  yards, 

12  inches   •  '  "' 

Turkey  Reds— 4-8  to  5«>,  24/25  yards, 

32  i  nches   


ootms. 

PIR  PICO. 

$2.40  to  3-00 

2.60  t0  3  40 

1.60  to  I  9° 

1.70  to  2  35 

1.75  10375 

PSR  YARD . 
O  16     tO  0.21 
PER  PIECE. 

6.85  to  9,05 
0.85    to  1.00 


much  silk  which  had  been 

nerlv  belongs  to  the  Filature  class.  We  give  a 
SSs'ed  stock  list  at  fool  and  this  includes  about  50 

P1C",S  * Trol  -Au'eoes  well  and  the  first  arrivals 
J^o  J^Z  fi"e  colour.    The  Koshu 

filatures  have  been  at  work  since  the  beginning  of 
f,  e  month  aid  some  few  pieuh  are  ,n,  runninj 
iV/jTdeniers,  for  which  holders  ask  $700,  but  a 

h  figure  there  are  no  buyers.  A  few  more  boxj 
TmL  Shinshosha  have  been  taken  hy  the  lad 
buyer  at  $7oo,  and  dealers  seem  to  Uunk  that^ all 
other  silk  must  fetch  the  same;  but  in 

are  mistaken,  as  next  week 


1 .00  to  1 .80 


1  90 


2.40 


3  00 


rill 


this  they 
assu.etlly  prove. 


to  2  85 
to  3.20 


N  ; Sop  «re  expected  to  comedown 

time  foTshipment  by  the  Canadian  steamer  but 
producers  must  make  up  their  minds  to  accept 
nw  nrices  if  they  wish  to  do  any  business. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
sine  we. attwrote,  the  English  mail  ^-.9* 
instanT  taking  473  bales  for  Europe  and  the  N.P. 

earn  I  S.  on"e  10th.  carrying  36  bales  for  the 
New  York  trade.  These  departures  make  he 
present  export  figm-s  44,357  P>c«.I».  "J"  g 
^37 1  piculs  last  year  and  49.050  P'culs  at  the 
the  same  date  in  1892. 
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Filatures. — The  principal  trade  lias  been  1 
tins  cl.iss  and  in  old  silk.  Quotations  may  b 
left  unchanged,  but  an:  more  or  liss  noiniua 
in  the  absence  of  business.  This  time  last 
year  some  Utsiiuomiya  were  noted  at  $1,000 
pet  picul,  with  a  veiy  much  higher  exchange 
To-day  they  could  be  bought  probably  at  $700 
For  the  United  States  nothing  has  been  don 
the  few  piculs  of  new  silk  mentioned  above,  al- 
though of  full  size,  ate  going  to  Europe.  Thei 
has  been  «  transactiou  in  Yamamai  :\\  $600  which 
will  probably  be  shipped  to  New  York. 

Re-reek. — Nothing  done  beyond  a  few  small 
purchases  of  Oshu  sorts  ranging  from  $660  to  $640, 
and  no  transaction  as  yet  in  new  silk.  The  J  oshu 
factories  are  at  work  and  supplies  are  due  from 
that  quarter  in  a  few  days. 

Kakeda.— Only  one  transaction  in  old  silk,  $660 
being  paid  for  a  parcel  of  Horsehead.  New  silk 
from  these  northern  provinces  will  not  arrive  before 
the  end  of  next  mouth, 

In  other  sorts  nothing  doing. 

QUOTATIONS. 

lUiiks—  No.  it   _ 

Hanks — No.  3  (Sliinslnr)    _ 

llanlts — No.  2  (  Jo&'mi)    _ 

Hanks — No.  2{  (Sliinslni)  

Hanks — No.  2^  ( joslm)    

Hanks — No.  2t  to  3   ,  _ 

Hanks — No.  3    _ 

Hanks— No.  jl   \  _ 

Filatures — Hxtra  10/12  denieis            Nom.  — 

Filatures — Extra  13/15  cleniers             Nom.  — 

Filatures — No.  1,  10/ 1 3  denieis   $710  to 


ures— -No.  I,  '3/*S»  M/'^  'ten   yoo  to 

Filatures — No.  ij,  10/14  denieis   680  to 

Filatures— No.  i\.  13/in,  14/iy  den   680  to 

Filatures — No.  2.  10/15  denieis    650  to 

Filatures — No.  2,  14/18  deniers    65010 

Filatures — No.  3,  1  \lio  denieis     , 

Re-reels— Kxtra    _ 

Re-teels — (Osliu)  Hest  No.  1    Nom.  — 

Re-ieels— No.  1,  13/15,  M/ifi  denieis   69010 

Re-reels— No.  lj,  13/16,  14/17  denieis   670  to 

Re-reels — No.  2,  14/18  deniers   650  (0 

Re-reels — No.  2J,  14/18  deniers    63010 

Re-reels — No.  3,  1  1/20  denieis    610  to 

Kakedas — rLxlra    y00  jn 

Kakedas— No.  1   68o  to 

Kakedas — No.  ij    65010 

Kakedas — No.  2    63010 

Kaicedas — No.  2\    gl0  jQ 

Kakedas— No.  3    

Kakedas — No.  3 i     

Kakedas — No.  4     

Osliu  Seudai — No.  24   _ 

Hamatsuki — No.  1,  2   Nom!   

Hamatsuki — No.  3,  4    Nom.   

Sodai— No.  ai   _ 

Kxport  Haw  Silk  Tables  to  15th  June,  i8g4: 

■         lHg3.l8g4.    189J.93.  1891.91 
UA  hi, 

18,925 
29.934 


720 
710 

690 
690 
660 
660 


700 
680 
660 
640 
620 
710 
6go 
660 
64 
620 


Noihi-lto— Jothu,  Ordinary    fio  to  6jl 

Kiblio— Filature,  Ueat  niactad    90  t«  too 

Ultimo— filature,  Seconds   Soto  85 

Kil.iso— Osliu,  Good  to  Itest   „  f>0  to   6  s 

Kiblio — Shinahu,  Itest    

KlbifO — Shinahlt,  Seconds     

Kil.iso—  loth II,  Good  to  Fail   35  to  •« 

Kil.iso—  Joslm,  Middling  to  Cnininoti  „.,„  30  to 

Kil.iso— Haclioii,  Good    30  to 

Kil.iso— I  lachoji,  Medium  to  l.ow   ..  '25  to 

Kibiao— Neri,  Good  to  Common     

Vla«v.ta_(;o„d  to  Hest   ,50  ,„  l6o 

Kxpoi  1  Table  Waste  Silk  to  15th  June.  1894. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT, 


INQ3-94.  1N9I-9]. 


VUaatt  ."sillr    *4,723 

'  wrtcil  (  "ocoon*   3,231 


I" 


4'i734 

2.692 


3'.943 
2,099 


27.954      44.426  34.042 


beltlementa  and  IJliect  1 

K.Nf.oit  from  1st  July  )  a0>300 
stock,  15th  June   12,800 


46,450 


36,850 
3.5oo 


A  vn.lal.lr  ; 


48,550 


40,35" 


UUItlfea  to  date  42,100 

Exchange,  has  improved  during  the  week,  and 
quotations  close  as  under: — London,  4111/s.  Cre 
dits,  2/if;  Documents,  2/if;6m/s.  Credits,  2/lf 
New  York,  3od/s.  U.S.  $52 ;  4111/s.  U.S.  $52 
Paris,  or  Lyons,  4..1/S.  fcs.  2.69;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.70 

Estimated  Silk  Slock,  151I1  June, 

Raw.  ,|i 
H  a  11  It  s   


Filatures    3.4'0 

Re-reeis   810 

Kakeda    570 

Oshu     

Vavsaam  Kinds  ...  10 


PICUL3 
70 


«V4 

W  A  SI  ». 

Cocoons  

Noshi-ito    6,340 

Kibiso    5,630 

Mawata   100 

Sundries    660 


Total  piculs   f2,8oo 


Kmoue   23.991 

America    '8,974 


I  otal 


(  Hal 

I  Pic 


les  42,965 
44,357 


'setileincnlB  and  Direct) 

F.xport  from  1st  |uly  )  44.75° 
Stock,  15th  June   4,800 


1892-93. 
i<  ti.ii . 
18,967 
27,604 

46.57' 
47.37" 

47»4>o 
500 


48,859 
49.050 

50,050 
'.750 


Available  supplies  to  date  49,550       47,910  51,800 

WASTE  SILK. 
A  dull  market  and  small  business.  Settlements 
are  200  piculs,  divided  thus  :     Noshi,  190  piculs 
Kibiso,  10  piculs. 

Th  ere  is  absolutely  nothing  doing  the  last  two 
01  three  days  and  quotations  are  altogether  nomi- 
nal. A  thorough  revision  of  the  stock  list  show^ 
that  considerable  quantities  of  low  grade  Kibiso 
have  been  withdrawn  for  native  use  and  the  actual 
stock  in  Yokohama  at  present  is  not  more  than 
12,800  piculs.  This  is  large  enough  to  cause 
dealers  considerable  anxiety  and  we  look  for  lower 
prices  in  the  near  future. 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote.  The  English  mail  Verona, 
9th  instant,  had  30  bales  and  the  Ise  Maru  40 
bales,  all  for  Europe.  These  depailuies  make 
the  present  expoit  figures  27,954  piculs,  against 
44,426  piculs  last  year  and  34,042  piculs  at  the 
same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi.— -The  principal  business  has  been  in 
Joshu  sorts  of  medium  and  common  quality, 
prices  ranging  from  $65  down  to  $40.  Oilier 
kinds  have  given  lise  to  no  business. 

Kibiso. — Some  retail  doings  of  common  Filature 
at  $70,  with  fair  Joshu  at  $45. 

In  other  classes  nothing  to  be  said. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Pierced  Cocoons — Hood  to  Hest   _ 

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Heat   $120  to  125 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Good    11010115 

Noshi-ito — Filatuie,  Medium    100  to  105 

Noshi-ito— Oshu,  Good  to  Hest    115  t0  125 

Noshi-ito — Sliinshu,  Hest    _ 

Noshi-ito — Shinsliu,  Good   80  to  85 

Noshi-ito — Shinsliu,  Medium    70  to  65 

Noshi-ito — Huslni,  Good  to  Hent   105  to  115 

Noshi-ito— Joshu,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito— joshu,  Good   65  to  70 


Total  piculs    4,800 

TEA. 

The  trade  booms  along  and  quotations  are 
higher.  Desirable  parcels  of  low  grade  are  scarce 
and  enquire  for  so  that  prices  are  well  maintained 
those  kinds.  Second  crop  leaf  will  soon  be 
coming  in  pretty  freely  and  we  may  see  a  little 
ease  presently  as  the  stock  accumulates. 

QUOTATIONS. 
Choicest    « 

£hoic*  30to3. 

£'.nest    27  to  28 

Fine     ,'  tn  „ 

Good  Medium   

Medium   

Good  Common   

Common   


net 
up 


24  to  25 

21  to  22 

17  to  19 
15  to  16 
13  to  14 


EXCHANGE. 
Quotations  are  slightly  firmer  than  a 

Sterling— Bank  T.T  

iieiling — haul,  HHfs  an  demand    2~, 

Steiling — Bank  4  months'  sight 
Stei  ling  — Private  4  months'  sight 
1  sight 


week  ago. 

2 /of 


sterling — Private  6  months 

On  Hans— Bank  sifeht  "  2qz 

On  Lyons— Private  4  months'  sight   2  60 

On  Hongkong — Bank  sight   Par. 

On  Hongkong— Private  10  days' sight   ......  1  "/' 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    72\ 

On  Shangiiai— Private  10  days'  sight         .  73* 

On  India— Bank  sight    "  IQ, 

On  India— Private  30  days' sight"!!'.!;!!"!!!!;'  196 
On  America— Bank  Hills  on  demand  ..  ,  50$ 

On  America— Private  30  days' sight   51a 

On  America— Private  4  months'  sight 

On  Germany— Bank  sight   

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight.. 
Bar  Silver  (London)   ,05 


dis. 


5^i 
2. 1 1 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 


HTHE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATKI  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  'the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,' and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing  on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


BOARDING  HOUSE 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

\/f  ISS H.  G.  BRITTAN,  z.Bluff,  Yokohama, 
IVA  win  5e  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms  :— One  Dollar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 

\yE  build  and  completely  equip  FiKST-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Ska,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The' 
Materials   and   Workmanship  are  the  BEST 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 
March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE 

The  original  and  only  genuine  Ee- 
no^ed  throughout  the  world  aSttenSt 
exquisite  Perfume.  Avoid  Imitation^ 

r-.u-  ATKINSON'S 

BMSfiK1*  I  STEPHANOTIS 
ESS.  BOUQUET     I   JOCKEY  CLUB 

and  other  well  known  Perfumes  are 
superior  to  all  others  for  their  strength 
and  natural  fragrance. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24;  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
•wUTIOM!  Only  genuine  with  Bhield-shape 
..^llow  Iabel  *  naual  Trade  Mark, 
White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full 


January  13th, 1894. 
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Awarded  Colo  Medal  L'POOL  Internal  Exhibition.  1888. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 


SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixture,* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  OH  APPLICATION. 

■atabllabed  »  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  TODEI^OF  MODEM  TIME, 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 

PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all  "  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

c,o  s5»m.ibl  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu  I 

„  1^^;^"  savs-'M  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 

V     Zt  the  Fakir  thlt  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 

Seines  at  the  se  vice  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.    In  1 

T  l/l  had  manv  applicants,  to  whom  1  served  out  a 
short  time  I  had  many ^app  to  an  ex 

plTre     as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  wh.ch  sat.shes,  | 
them  of  their  value."  

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations  I 
nf  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
sfcin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations, 

Mr  I  T  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says-"  1  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing  ■ 
could  exceed  their  gratitude;  and.  in  consequence  milk  fowls 
but  er?  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us.  until  at :  la»t  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that 'I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  bv  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 

30  □  uy  a"  ^  May  ist,  1890. 

World.  ' 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  W01  Id. 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  EX. 

"  MONEYJAND  TRADE"  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  |ouknal  for  In- 
vestors, Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE"  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship- 
ping,  Trading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"MONEY  AND  TRADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu- 
lation, not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  goons 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  lo  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  the  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 

September  30,  1893. 


ASK  IFOIR 


LIEBICCOM  PANYS 


And  see  that  each.  Jar  bears  Jiaron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  o!  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  tttfonghonl  India. 

Cookery  Eooks  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Kee;      ood  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    i*n,j.  few 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  hy  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama.     Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 

June  14th, 1892. 


DlNNEFwDS 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORLtS^ 

FLUID 
MACJNESIA^ 


MAGNESIA 


N.B.-ASK  FOR 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
PINNEFORP'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  & Steam  Launch 


ELECTRIC  LAUNCH  "GLOW-WORM,"  SBt.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
*nd  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 


Aoiil  2311!,  1893. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  p  t  5 1.  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Eliacott  Beale,  of  No.  58.  Bluff. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

No  notice  will  be  taken  of.anonymous  correspondence. 
Whatever  is  intended  for  insertion  in  the  "Japan 
Weekly  Mail"  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name 
and  address  of  the  writer,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
guaranteeof  good  faith,  ltisparticularlyrequestedthat 
all  letters  on  business  be  addressed  to  the  Manager, 
and  Cheques  be  made  payable  10  same;  and  that  literary 
contributions  be  addressed  to  the'EDlTOR. 


Yokohama:  Saturday,  June  23rd,  1894. 


BIRTH. 

On  the  22nd  inst.,  at  Kitsune-yama,  Tokyo,  the 
wife  of  Alex.  G.  Mosle,  of  a  son. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


Cholera  is  reported  to  have  broken  out  near 

Osaka.   

Yokohama  easily  won  the  Cricket  match  on 
Saturday  against  the  Fleet's  eleven. 

It  is  stated  that  the  general  election  will  pro- 
bably take  place  on  the  25th  of  August  next. 

Colonel  Samejima  Shigeo  has  been  appointed 
Chief  Staff  Officer  of  Imperial  Body  Guards. 

A  farewell  Concert  to  Professor  Dittrich  at  the 
Rokumeikan  on  Saturday  was  a  great  success. 

Some  farmers'  riots  have  already  taken  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Yokohama  in  consequence 
of  the  lack  of  water. 


The  heat  is  intense  for  the  time  of  year,  and  a 
water-famine  is  expected  in  the  near  future  in 
Yokohama.  

Mr.  Paul  ViENGuii  has  been  appointed  Third 
Secretary  in  the  French  Legation,  Tokyo,  and 
is  expected  to  arrive  shortly. 

Six  hundred  houses  were  destroyed  by  the  fire 
at  Fukuagawa,  Tokyo,  on  Wednesday,  which 
originated  from  the  earthquake  shock. 

H.I.H.  Prince  Nashimoto  Morimasa  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Fifth  Army  Division  as  an  un- 
attached staff  officer. 


A  great  earthquake  on  Wednesday  caused  the 
death  of  five  Japanese  in  Yokohama  and  twenty- 
six  in  Tokyo,  besides  doing  incalculable  damage 


in  both  cities.  It  was  one  of  the  most  violent 
on  record  so  far  as  Yokohama  and  Tokyo  are 

concerned.   

During  the  week  the  naval  cricketers  have  been 
practising  a  good  deal,  besides  playing  two 
matches. 


Dr.  Kitasato,  the  world-famous  bacteriologist, 
has  telegraphed  from  Hongkong  that  he  has 
discovered  the  cause  of  the  plague. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Captain  Nakamaizo 
Taneo,  formerly  Commander  of  the  Takao  Kan, 
which  took  place  on  the  15th  inst. 

The  plague  is  still  ravaging  Hongkong  and  the 
exodus  of  Chinese  from  the  Colony  is  unabated. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  population  has  decreased 

by  80,000.   

A  number  of  forged  coins  were  discovered 
among  the  ruins  of  the  buildings  destroyed 
during  the  fire  which  occurred  in  China  Town 

on  the  28th  ult.   

Rumour  says  that  Mr.  Oishi  Masami,  ex-Japan- 
ese Minister  to  Korea,  intends  standing  for  a 
seat  in  the  Lower  House  in  the  Second  Elec- 
tion District  of  Tokyo. 

A  scheme  is  on  foot  to  purchase  the  Govern- 
ment railways  and  turn  them  into  a  private 
concern.    Mr.  Shibusawa  Eiichi  is  at  the  head 

of  the  movement.   

The  extension  of  the  Kansai'Railway  Co's  line 
between  Yokkaichi  and  Kuwana  is  nearly 
completed,  and  the  section  will  be  opened  for 
traffic  011  the  1st  July. 

Mr.  Robinson  of  Chicago  has  been  entertained 
by  the  leading  tea-merchants  of  Tokyo  in  re- 
cognition of  his  services  to  Japanese  dealers 
at  the  World's  Fair. 


Saturday's  sailingrace  brought  out  some  fifteen 
entries,  but  only  half  this  number  ventured  out- 
side the  harbour  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
gale.    The  Spray  won  first  prize. 

The  extraordinary  dry  weather  is  causing  much 
inconvenience  to  farmers,  who  are  prevented 
from  planting  out  the  rice — a  rice-famine  is 
feared  in  the  autumn  if  rain  does  not  soon  fall. 

A  fire  that  broke  out  in  Motomachi  on 
Sunday  afternoon  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
over  1,000  houses,  the  death  of  one  man,  and 
innumerable  injuries  to  firemen  and  police. 

The  Cabinet  has  decided  to  appoint  Mr 
Uch  iyama  Takusaburo,  Chief  of  the  Sapporo 
Branch  of  the  Imperial  Estate  Bureau,  to  be 
Director  of  the  Mining  Bureau  in  the  Agricul- 
tural and  Commercial  Department. 

According  to  the  latest  returns,  the  compari- 
sons between  the  navies  of  Japan  and  China  are 
as  follow  : — Japan  :  No.  of  men-of  war  32  ton- 
nage, over  76,000 ;  and  horse-power,  over 
95,000;  China:  No.  of  men-of-war,  46;  ton- 
nage, over  68,000  ;  and  horse  power  over  72,000. 

Mr.  Sato  Junkichi,  Secretary  of  Shimane  Ken, 
has  been  placed  on  the  Retired  List,  and  his 
position  given  to  Mr.  Kubomura  Katsuzo, 
Superintendent  of  Niigata  Police,  who  has 
been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Nishita  Yeitaro,  Super- 
intendent of  Shimane  Police,  whose  previous 
position  is  taken  by  Mr.  Ogawa  Hiromizu. 

Owing  to  the  present  dry  weather  the  farmers 
in  Tachibana  District,  Kanagawa  Prefecture, 
are  much  disturbed  about  the  water  privileges. 
The  rice  fields  of  the  District  have  hitherto 
been  supplied  from  a  branch  stream  of  the 


Tama,  but  the  supply  of  water  from  this  source 
was  suddenly  stopped  and  the  farmers  were 
prevented  from  planting  rice.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  the  farmers  of  the  upper  banks  had 
dammed  up  the  diminishing  stream,  and  ac- 
cordingly on  the  19th  inst.  a  large  number  of 
farmers  belonging  to  Machida,  Tajima,  and  Dai- 
shikawara  proceeded  to  the  upper  reaches  of 
Tama  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  A  party  of 
constables  followed  to  prevent  any  disturbance. 
A  dispute  has  broken  out  at  Otsuna  from  a 
similar  cause.  Great  uneasiness  prevails  in  the 
District. 

Over  fifty  leading  Radicals  of  Kanagawa  Pre- 
fecture held  a  conference  at  Oiso  on  the  1 6th 
inst.  Some  partisans,  said  to  be  displeased  at 
the  present  attitude  of  the  Jiyu-to  towards 
Clan  Government,  proposed  seceding  from  the 
Party,  but  after  a  lengthy  discussion  it  was 
resolved  not  to  take  such  a  step  but  to  offer 
strong  opposition  to  the  Government  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Diet. 


African  affairs  are  engrossing  public  attention, 
active  negotiations  taking  place  in  London, 
Paris,  Brussel,  and  Berlin  in  reference  to 
the  Congo  Treaty.  Both  Belgium  and  Great 
Britain  are  anxious  to  conciliate  the  other 
Powers  in  this  matter.  Muley  Hassan,  the 
Sultan  of  Morocca  is  dead.  Abdul  Aziz  has 
been  recognised  as  his  successor,  but  troubles 
are  expected.  An  international  fleet  compris- 
ing vessels  of  Spain,  France,  Italy,  and  Great 
Britain,  is  cruising  about  the  Northern  Ports  of 
Morocco.  The  Khedive  will  probably  abandon 
his  visit  to  London  and  Paris  owing  to  the  op- 
position of  the  Snltan.  Speaking  at  a  banquet 
given  at  the  Trinity  House,  Lord  Rosebery 
stated  that  the  policy  of  England  was  a  policy 
of  peace  and  defence.  The  present  great 
European  armaments  tend  to  preserve  peace,  his 
Lordship  continued,  owing  to  the  awful  respon- 
sibilities devolving  upon  those  directing  them. 
Phra  Yot  has  been  sentenced  at  Bangkok  to  20 
years  imprisonment,  and  much  excitement  pre- 
vails at  Bangkok.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Coleridge 
is  dead.  The  House  of  Lords  have  rejected  the 
Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill  by  a  vote  of  129  to 
120.  The  Prince  of  Wales  voted  in  the  mi- 
nority. 

Taken  altogether  this  has  been  a  poor  week  for 
Imports,  although  there  was  more  doing  in 
Yarns.  Something  has  been  done  in  Flannels 
for  Autumn  delivery,  but  beyond  this  nothing 
is  stirring.  In  Metals  rather  less  inquiry  is 
noted  in  many  lines,  but  Wire  Nails  have  im- 
proved slightly.  The  market  is  apparently  quiet 
in  Kerosene,  but  we  hear  of  some  business  being 
concluded  on  secret  terms  which  is  likely  to  be 
pretty  extensive.  In  Sugars,  Brown  Formosa 
has  advanced  about  10  cents  in  consequence  of 
the  brisk  demand,  and  other  sorts  are  moving 
quite  as  satisfactorily  though  at  unchanged 
prices.  The  Tea  market  is  down  ;  tasters  are 
already  complaining  of  the  quality  of  the 
Second  Crop  now  coming  in  freely.  The  Silk 
business  of  the  week  is  very  Small,  and  principal- 
ly for  America.  The  stock  of  Old  Silk  remains 
practically  unchanged  and  there  seems  to  be 
little  demand,  although  holders  are  offering  it 
at  low  rates  to  make  a  clearance.  In  regard  to 
the  New  Crop  a  prominent  local  Silkman  writes  : 
— "Personal  observation  in  the  producing  dis- 
tricts confirms  the  fact  that  there  is  an  abundant 
crop  of  excellent  quality  this  year.  The  quality 
is  undoubtedly  superior  to  what  we  have  seen 
for  many  years  past  and  prices  will  rule  low." 
Waste  Silk  is  dull  in  sympathy  with  Raw,  and 
holders  are  getting  anxious,  the  old  stock  being 
so  large  and  the  new  crop  so  near  at  hand. 
Exchange  closes  weak. 
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I  HE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


The  war  spirit  roused  by  the  present  Korean 
affair  is  increasing  in  force  and  becoming 
louder  in  its  expression.  The  Tokyo  journals 
unite  in  urging  upon  the  Government  the  im- 
portance of  utilizing  the  present  opportunity  for 
wiping  away  the  stain  left  on  the  national 
honour  by  the  fatal  error  of  1884.  They  advise 
the  Government  never  to  withdraw  the  troops 
from  Korea  until  the  object  of  guarding  the 
independence  of  that  country  shall  have  been 
completely  attained.  Nay,  some  of  them,  the 
Jiji  Shunpo  among  the  rest,  even  go  so 
far  as  to  insist  upon  the  permanent  stay  of 
the  Japanese  troops  in  the  peninsula,  not  in 
the  sense  of  occupation,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  protection  to  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment in  its  new  career  of  progress  and  im- 
provement. We  have  staled  that  the  war  spirit  is 
on  the  increase.  That  is  a  fact  which  no  ob- 
server can  gainsay.  But  the  statement,  unless 
accompanied  by  some  explanation,  may  produce 
a  false  impression  about  the  actual  situation  in 
this  country.  Those  clamouring  for  war  for 
war's  sake  form  a  powerful  section  of  the 
nation,  but  they  do  not  constitute  the  majority 
of  the  classholdingthe  control  of  public  opinion. 
Educated  men,  whose  opinions  are  reflected, 
however  incompletely,  through  the  columns  of 
the  vernacular  press,  are  united  in  urging  the 
Government  to  take  decisive  measures  for  the 
recovery  of  the  Empire's  prestige  in  the  penin- 
sula. What  every  intelligent  Japanese  insists 
upon  is  that  the  territorial  integrity  of  Korea 
should  be  placed  on  a  solid  basis,  and  that 
Japanese  interests  in  that  country  |should  be 
effectively  protected.  It  is  for  the  attainment 
of  that  object  that  the  educated  public  in  Japan 
urges  the  Government  not  to  shrink  from  colli- 
sion with  China  or  any  other  Power.  We 
proceed  to  notice  a  few  of  the  representative 
articles  on  this  question. 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  taking  great  pains  to  stir 
up  the  spirit  of  its  countrymen  by  publishing  pic- 
tures of  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Chinese 
soldiers  upon  the  Japanese  residents  in  Soul 
in  1884.  Our  contemporary  recommends  the 
Government  not  to  withdraw  the  troops  from 
Korea  even  after  the  suppression  of  the  Togaku- 
to  disturbance.  In  the  present  state  of  things 
in  the  peninsular  Kingdom,  there  is  no  gua- 
rantee that  similar  troubles  will  not  arise  at  any 
moment.  There  is  another  reason  why  the 
Jiji  thinks  it  necessary  to  station  troops  in 
Korea  even  after  the  present  insurrection  shall 
have  been  subdued  :  it  thinks  that  the  Japan- 
ese Government  should  utilize  the  presence 
of  troops  to  provide  sufficient  guarantees  for 
the  security  of  Japanese  interests  in  Korea. 
Some  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  to  that  end 
are  indicated  by  the  Jiji.  In  the  first  place, 
negotiations  should  be  opened  with  the  Korean 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  the  latter  a  promise  that  in  future  prompt 
steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy  the  grievances  com- 
plained of  by  the  Japanese  residents.  Secondly, 
the  telegraph  lines  between  Soul  and  Fusan, 
and  Soul  and  In-chhon, should  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Japanese  Government.  Rail- 
ways should  also  be  laid  between  these  places 
with  Japanese  capital.  In  the  Jiji's  opinion  the 
construction  of  such  railways  would  cost  about 
5  or  6  million  yen.  Under  the  joint  guaranty  of 
interest  by  the  Japanese  and  Korean  Govein- 
ments,//>Vdoes  not  doubt  that  plenty  of  Japanese 
capitalists  would  at  once  engage  in  the  under- 
taking. Lastly,  Japan  should  persuadethe  Kore- 
an Government  to  introduce  thorough  reforms 
in  administrative  methods,  and  to  engage  ear- 
nestly in  the  task  of  improving  all  departments 
of  national  life.  In  order  to  make  Korea  take 
a  new  departure  in  good  faith,  it  will  be  conveni- 
ent for  the  Japanese  Government  to  maintain  an 
efficient  force  in  the  peninsula.  The  presence  of 
troops  will  be  necessary,  even  after  the  Korean 
Government  has  decided  to  pursue  the  pro- 
gressive policy  above  alluded  to;  for  such  a 
policy  is  sure  to  rouse  the  bitter  animosity  of  the 
conservative  elements  in  the  peninsula  king- 


dom, in  which  event  the  Soul  authorities  would 
sorely  need  the  protection  of  a  trustworthy  mili- 
tary force.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
Jiji  advises  the  Government  never  to  with- 
draw its  troops  from  Korea  even  after  the 
suppression  of  the  present  revolt.  China  may 
perhaps  protest  against  such  a  policy,  but  Japan 
need  not  pay  attention  to  what  China  says  about 
apanese  conduct.  Japan  has  no  obligation  to 
please  China  at  the  expense  of  her  own  vital 
interests.  If  China  persists  in  her  protest,  Japan 
ought,  in  the  Jiji's  opinion,  to  denounce  the 
Tientsin  treaty. 

Hochi  Shimbun  observes  that,  should  the 
Government  withdraw  the  troops  from  Korea 
without  taking  effective  measures  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Korean  independence  and  Japanese  in- 
terests, it  will  have  to  encounter  severe  attack  at 
the  hands  of  the  people's  representatives  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Diet.  Were  a  policy  of 
abortive  retreat  adopted,  the  Cabinet  would 
justly  be  open  to  the  charge  of  having  de- 
spatched a  large  force  to  Korea,  necessitating 
the  outlay  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  public 
attention  from  the  pending  general  election. 
The  Hochi  alludes  to  the  fall  of  the  Palmerston 
Cabinet  in  England  on  account  of  the  second 
China  war,  and  states  that  a  similar  result  would 
inevitably  follow  should  the  Japanese  Ministry 
make  it  clear  by  any  hasty  conduct  that  its 
policy  had  been  simply  to  divert  public  atten- 
tion from  internal  politics.  What,  then,  is  the 
policy  which  the  Japanese  Government  ought  to 
pursue  in  the  present  juncture  ?  Like  the  lead- 
ing journal  whose  article  has  been  noticed  in  the 
foregoing  paragraph,  the  Hochi  seems  to  think 
that  Japan  ought  to  make  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment embark  on  a  new  career  of  progress  and 
improvement.  Unless  such  a  task,  be  under- 
taken, the  object  of  protecting  Korean  in- 
dependence, says  our  contemporary,  will  never 
be  attained. 

*  * 

The  Kokkai  advises  the  Government  to  pursue 
one  of  two  courses,  namely,  either  to  compel 
China  to  desist  altogether  from  interfering  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  Korea,  or  to  share  with 
China  in  exercising  control  over  the  peninsula 
kingdom,  so  that  the  latler's  territorial  integrity 
may  be  secured.  The  former  policy  appears, 
at  first  sight,  to  be  better  than  the  latter,  but  in 
point  of  fact  it  would  be  dangerous,  says  the 
Kokkai,  to  leave  Korea  free  from  all  external 
influence.  Abandoned  to  herself,  she  would 
fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  machinations  of  any 
aggressive  Power.  Consequently,  instead  of  pro- 
testingagainst  China'sinterference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Korea,  our  contemporary  thinks  it  wiser 
for  Japan  to  increase  her  own  influence  and  pres- 
tige in  the  peninsula.  The  first  step  in  that 
direction  would  be  the  transfer  of  the  telegraph 
lines  between  Soul  and  Fusan  to  Japanese  con- 
trol, and  the  construction  of  a  railway  between 
the  same  places  by  Japanese  capitalists.  In 
return  for  the  effective  protection  afforded  to 
Korea's  independence,  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment should  demand  further  advantages,  such 
as  the  opening  of  new  ports  for  foreign  trade, 
the  grant  of  licenses  to  Japanese  to  work  mines, 
the  leasing  of  land  for  the  settlement  of  Japan- 
ese, and  so  forth.  The  present  is  a  unique 
opportunity  to  attain  such  an  object.  Should 
China  throw  any  obstacle  in  Japan's  path,  the 
Kokkai  advises  the  Government  not  to  hesitate 
to  accept  the  challenge  and  fight.  As  to  an 
apprehension  said  to  be  entertained,  namely, 
that  England  and  Russia  may  object  to  any 
increase  of  Japanese  influence  in  the  penin- 
sula, the  Kokkai  states  that  there  is  no  ground 
for  such  a  fear.  England  has  no  direct  interest 
in  Korea.  Satisfied  if  the  peninsula  be  kept 
secure  from  Russia's  aggression,  she  would  not 
care  about  an  increase  of  Japanese  influence 
there.  England,  also,  is  perfectly  aware  of  the 
importance  of  securing  japan's  friendship  in 
view  of  a  possible  collision  with  Russia.  As 
to  Russia,  too,  she  is  equally  solicitous  about 
pleasing  Japan.  Doubtless  she  desires  to  get 
a  foothold  in  the  peninsula,  but  she  will  not 
try  to  carry  out  such  a  policy  until  the  Sibe- 


rian railway  shall  have  been  completed.  For 
the  present,  her  attention,  says  the,  Kokkai, 
seems  to  be  directed  to  the  north-western 
frontiers  of  China,  for  she  is  now,  con- 
trary to  her  first  project,  concentrating  her  ef- 
forts for  the  completion  of  the  trans-continental 
line  west  of  Lake  Baikal.  So  rather  than  see 
Korea  in  China's  hands,  Russia  would  prefer  to 
see  it  under  the  efficient  protection  of  Japan. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Kokkai  entirely 
fails  to  perceive  any  reason  why  either  England 
or  Russia  should  interfere  with  Japan's  con- 
duct in  Korea. 

m 

*  * 

The  report  that  China  contempletes  the  trans- 
fer of  the  China  Merchants  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  vessels  to  the  German  flaghas  caused 
some  violent  writing  in  the  columns  of  the  ver- 
nacular press.  Among  others,  the  Kokumln 
Shimbun  thinks  it  incredible  that  Germany, 
which  is  on  friendly  terms  with  Japan,  should 
ever  agree  to  China's  proposal,  but  nevertheless 
professes  to  have  heard  on  good  authority  that 
she  does  contemplate  agreeing.  Should  she 
actually  take  such  a  step,  it  would  be,  says  the 
Kokumin,  the  signal  for  Japan  to  stop  all 
friendly  intercourse  with  her.  However,  our 
contemporary  cannot  believe  that  German 
statesman  would  commit  such  a  blunder  as 
to  give  just  cause  of  offence  to  a  nation 
so  favourably  disposed  towards  the  Father- 
land. In  case  China  effects  the  transfer  of 
her  vessels  to  the  flag  of  any  other  Power  during 
a  war  with  Japan,  it  would  not  be  necessary, 
says  the  Kokumin,  for  the  latter  to  treat  such 

vessels  as  neutral  property. 

* 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  warns  its  contem- 
poraries against  indulging  in  violent  language 
against  China.  Japan,  says  our  contemporary, 
will  not  hesitate  to  fight  with  China  should  war 
become  inevitable.  But  there  is  no  reason  why 
war  should  be  declared  against  that  country  at 
the  present  stage.  At  all  events,  China  is  on 
friendly  relations  with  Japan,  and  consequently 
the  Japanese  newspapers  ought  to  be  more  care- 
ful in  expressing  their  opinions  on  the  Korean 
question.  The  Nichi  Nichi,  however,  comforts 
itself  with  the  idea  that  the  Cabinet  is  strong 
enough  to  resist  the  strong  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  it  by  the  press  as  well  as  the  Naval 
and  Military  officers  for  letting  go  the  dogs 
of  war.  The  question  of  the  proposed  purchase 
of  Government  railways  attracts  a  considerable 
share  of  public  attention.  The  comments  of 
the  press  on  this  subject  will  be  reproduced  in 
a  separate  article. 

*  * 

Another  economical  question  that  has  excited 
some  attention  relates  to  the  proposed  prolonga- 
tionof  the  term  of  operation  of  the  national  banks. 
Existing  charters  expire  in  the  course  of  1897. 
The  presidents  of  national  banks  are  moving 
heaven  and  earth  to  get  the  charters  renewed.  In 
the  laslsession  of  the  Diet,  the  Government  intro- 
duced a  Bill  for  the  continuation  of  these  banks 
as  private  corporations,  and  it  was  passed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Upper 
House's  attitude  is  not  known,  for  the  Diet  was 
dissolved  before  the  Bill  came  up  for  discus- 
sion in  that  House.  The  officials  of  the  national 
banks  are,  consequently,  reported  to  be  taking 
energetic  steps  for  the  return  of  members  favour- 
able to  their  cause  at  the  coming  general  elec- 
tions. Like  the  project  for  the  purchase  pf 
Government  railways,  the  movement  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charters  of  the  national  banks  is 
very  unpopular.  There  is  scarcely  a  single 
paper  in  favour  of  the  movement.  The  Jiji 
Shimpo  laughs  at  the  absurdity  of  the  reason 
assigned  for  renewing  the  charters,  namely,  that 
were  the  word  "  national"  taken  from  their 
names  the  banks  would  forfeit  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  That,  says  our  contemporary, 
is  merely  a  device  to  conceal  the  true  motive, 
which  is  to  secure  the  advantages  accruing 
from  the  privilege  of  issuing  paper  money. 
But  the  Jiji  is  inclined  to  think  that,  all  things 
considered,  it  would  be  moie  profitable  for  the 
present  national  banks  to  continue  their  opera- 
tions as  private  concerns,  and  illustrates  its  point 
by  minute  calculaiions. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE   NATIONAL  BANKS. 

The  affairs  of  the  National  Banks  have  entered 
a  somewhat  unexpected  phase.  After  long 
negotiations  it  had  been  decided  that  the  best 
course  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the  Banks  on 
the  termination  of  the  period  of  their  charters, 
would  be  to  re-organize  them  on  a  private  basis, 
should  the  shareholders  desire  to  continue  their 
business.  There  are  143  National  Banks  in 
the  empire.  They  were  established  between 
the  years  1875  and  1 88 1 ,  and  have  since  that 
time  been  conducting  banking  aflairs  with  a1 
certain  measure  of  success.  It  can  not  be  claim- 
ed that  they  have  been  everything  desirable  from 
a  banking  point  of  view,  but  they  certainly  have 
played  a  useful  part  in  the  world  of  commerce, 
and  their  sudden  closure  would  greatly  embar- 
rass the  public.  The  arrangement  contemplated 
in  the  sequel  of  conferences  held  last  year  and 
in  the  early  months  of  the  present  year  was,  as 
we  have  said,  that  such  of  the  Banks  as  might' 
desire  to  continue  banking  operations  at  the  ex- 
piialion  of  the  period  of  their  charter,  should  be1 
re-organized  on  a  private  basis,  and  the  arrange- 
ment was  embodied  in  a  Bill  which  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  without  difficulty,  but 
met  with  some  opposition  in  the  Peers,  where, 
however,  it  did  not  come  up  for  final  discussion 
owing  to  the  briefness  of  the  session.  The 
public  believed,  however,  that  the  question  of: 
the  Banks'  future  had  been  virtually  settled,  and* 
that  the  Diet  would  next  session  enact  the 
necessary  legislation.  But  we  now  learn  from 
the  vernacular  press  that  the  shareholders  of 
the  Banks,  after  several  weeks'  deliberation,  have 
changed  their  minds.  Their  representatives, 
headed  by  Mr.  Shibuzawa  Eiichi,  waited,  a  few 
days  ago,  on  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Japan, 
and  unfolded  to  him  a  new  programme.  They 
said  that  since  the  House  of  Peers  had  exhibited 
some  reluctance  to  pass  the  Bill  introduced  by 
the  Government  in  the  session  just  closed,  they 
had  decided,  as  a  preferable  course,  to  make 
application  that  the  period  of  the  Banks'  charters 
be  extended  for  a  term  of  ten  years  on  the  pre- 
sent basis.  As,  however,  that  method  of  proce- 
dure would  interfere  with  the  additional  note- 
issuing  privileges  devolving  on  the  Bank  of 
Japan  were  the  National  Banks  converted  into 
private  institutions,  Mr.  Shibuzawa  said  that  he 
and  his  colleagues  proposed  to  negotiate  with 
the  Government  in  the  sense  of  obtaining  for 
the  Bank  of  Japan  an  increased  commission  on 
the  Treasury  funds  managed  by  it,  and  of 
permitting  its  total  issue  of  bank-notes  to  be 
augmented  to  100  million  yen.  Mr.  Kawada, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Japan,  is  said  to 
have  received  these  overtures  with  much  dis- 
favour. He  pointed  out  that  the  question  was 
in  no  sense  new.  It  had  been  virtually  under 
discussion  since  1890,  and  after  long  and 
exhaustive  negotiations  an  arrangement  had 
been  elaborated  to  which  the  Bank  of  Japan, 
with  much  public  spirit,  had  promised  to  give 
active  assistance.  Now,  however,  a  new  project 
was  suddenly  brought  forward,  and  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Banks  sought  to  enlist  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  Japan  by  undertaking  to 
approach  the  Government  in  its  interests,  and  by 
suggesting  an  increased  issue  of  its  bank-notes, 
just  as  though  the  paper  put  into  circulation  by 
the  chief  bank  of  the  empire  was  an  affair  to  be 
manipulated  at  the  convenience  of  private  in- 
dividuals. He  was  gratified  by  his  visitor's 
consideration  for  the  Bank  of  Japan,  but  he 
thought  that  the  Bank  of  Japan  could  get  on 
without  any  such  aid,  and  he  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  if  the  shareholders  of 
the  National  Banks  were  resolved  suddenly  to 
change  the  programme  elaborated  after  years 
of  consultation  between  themselves  and  with 
the  Bank  of  Japan,  then  the  latter  must  stand 
aside  from  the  arrangement  altogether,  and 
must  withdraw  its  promise  to  advance  a 
sum  of  7  million  yen  for  the  purpose  of  redeem- 
sing  the  National  Banks'  notes.  We  do  not 
learn  what  answer  the  delegates  made  to  these 
objections.  They  subsequently  called  on  the 
Vice-Minister  of  State  for  Finance  and  sub- 
mitted their  change  of  programme  to  him, 


but  his  attitude  was  equally  unsympathetic. 
He  said  that  the  Government  had  already 
adopted  a  policy  and  embodied  it  in  a  Hill 
which  had  received  the  assant  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  had  been  entrusted 
by  the  House  of  Peers  to  a  Special  Commit- 
tee for  examination  and  report  pending  final 
debate.  The  Government  did  not  share  the 
delegates'  fears  as  to  the  fate  of  the  Bill  in  the 
Upper  House,  and  was  resolved  to  re-submit  it 
in  the  coming  session.  These  accounts  do  not 
represent  Mr.  Shibuzawa  and  his  colleagues  in 
a  very  favourable  light,  but  we  suspect  that  the 
whole  story  has  not  been  told. 


ANTlaUARIAN  DISCOVERIES. 

Some  very  interesting  archaeological  researches 
have  of  late  been  made  in  the  island  of  Sado, 
famous  for  its  gold-mine.  The  tomb  of  the  third 
son,  Prince  Hikonari,  of  the  Emperor  Juntoku 
(8 1  st  Emperor),  has  been  discovered.  The 
manner  in  which  the  discovery  was  made  reads 
like  a  romance.  The  Shoko-ji,  a  temple  of  the 
Shinshiu  sect,  in  Fushiki,  Etchu,  is  said  to  have 
been  founded  by  the  third  son  of  the  Emperor 
Juntoku,  but  not  even  so  much  as  his  name  was 
left  on  record.  Tradition  says  that  the  prince 
thereafter  went  to  Sado,  and  it  was  to  this  island 
that  several  of  the  Shoko-ji  parishioners  resolved 
to  go,  in  order  to  find  out  the  name  of  the  temple 
founder.  They  first  begged  advice  of  Mr.  Ukai 
Ikojiro,  ex-M.P.,  who  is  famous  for  his  pro- 
found knowledge  of  Japanese  chronology. 
This  gentleman  directed  them  to  a  certain 
Kaneko,  living  at  Sasakawa-mura,  on  the  island, 
who  told  them  he  knew  of  a  very  old  tomb  in 
the  village,  know  as  Homio-in-zuka.  The  in- 
scriptions on  this  ancient  monument  were  there- 
upon laid  bare  and  carefully  deciphered.  They 
set  forth  that  Hikonari,  son  of  the  Emperor 
Juntoku,  had  really  founded  a  temple  at  Fushiki, 
that  he  had  come  to  Sado  to  visit  his  father, 
who  had  been  exiled  thither  by  the  disloyal 
agent  (shikken)  of  one  of  the  Kamakura  Sho- 
guns,  Hojo  Yoshitoki ;  and  finally  that  the 
prince  had  died  at  Sasakawa-mura.  Hikonari 
became  a  priest  of  Eizan  in  Kyoto  when  only 
three  years  of  age,  his  priestly  style  being 
Zenkubo  Shinnen  Shonin.  The  inscriptions 
were  carefully  copied  and  all  the  documents  re- 
lating to  the  discovery  forwarded  to  the  Imperial 
Household  Department. 


DESTRUCTIVE  INEBRIETY. 

Choemon,  a  poulterer  of  Honjo  District,  says  a 
Tokyo  "  little  newspaper,"  has  an  unusually 
well-developed  bump  of  destruction,  which  be- 
comes morbidly  apparent  whenever  this  seller  of 
fowls  is  in  his  cups.  The  other  day  he  came 
back  to  his  store  far  gone  in  sake,  and  im- 
mediate seized  his  unfortunate  wife  whom  he 
began  to  beat  unmercifully.  She  managed  to 
extricate  herself  from  his  drunken  grip  and  ran 
out  of  the  house.  Thereupon  Choemon  went 
for  his  clerk,  who  had  been  an  astonished  specta- 
tor of  the  scene.  After  receiving  several  hard 
knocks,  the  clerk  too  ran  off,  leaving  his  savage 
employer  alone.  Choemon  looked  around  for 
another  victim  ;  there  was  no  one  left  for  him  to 
maul,  so  he  began  tearing  down  screens,  shut- 
ters, closetdoors  and  whateverelse  hecould  reach, 
breaking  everything  into  fragments.  He  next 
turned  his  attention  to  the  boxes  of  eggs  and  soon 
trampled  these  into  a  yellow  mass.  Then  he 
took  an  ax  and  began  to  decapitate  every  chic- 
ken in  the  store.  In  a  few  minutes  this  pleas- 
ing work  was  satisfactorily  accomplished,  and 
with  this  Choeman  appeared  to  have  glutted  his 
sanguinary  propensities.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
trembling  wife  and  frightened  clerk  returned  in 
company  with  two  stalwart  constables,  and 
found  their  lord  and  employer  sleeping  peace- 
fully on  a  heap  of  bloody  feathers,  dead  fowls, 
broken  eggs  and  wrecked  household  utensils. 
The  sleeper  was  not  awakened,  for  he  had 
destroyed  only  his  own  property. 


REFORM   OF  RELIGIONS  IN  JAPAN. 

Inouye  Enryo,  who  was  graduated  in  philo- 
sophy from  the  Imperial  University,  and  sub- 
sequently travelled  through  America  and  Eu- 
rope, is  now  one  of  the  foremost  thinkers  among 


the  Buddhists  of  Japan.  He  recently  delivered 
a  long  and  interesting  address  on  the  subject 
of  the  reform  of  religions  in  this  country,  the 
gist  of  which  is  as  follows: — Among"  the  many 
methods  by  which  the  reform  of  the  religions 
of  Japan  may  be  effected,  the  intellectual  im- 
provement of  the  priests  themselves  may  be 
said  to  hold  the  foremost  place.  In  order  to 
be  able  to  lead  and  instruct  the  masses,  as 
priests  are  required  to  do,  they  must  themselves 
be  in  knowledge  and  morals  far  above  the 
average,  and  it  is  just  in  these  two  points  that 
the  Japanese  priests  of  to  day  are  essentially 
deficient.  This  is,  however,  one  of  those 
theories  that  may  be  readily  enunciated  but  are 
most  difficult  to  put  into  practice.  The  lecturer 
suggested  that  in  this  respect  Government  aid 
should  be  solicited,  this  being  probably  the 
only  feasible  and  efficacious  method.  Were 
the  cooperation  of  the  Government  secured,  the 
programme  he  proposed  might  be  carried  out  in 
three  ways,  either  (1)  by  establishing  a  special 
theological  course  in  the  Imperial  University, 
or  (2)  by  the  founding  of  a  Union  College 
through  the  joint  exertions  of  the  various  Bud- 
dhist sects,  the  college  itself  to  be  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  Educational  De- 
partment ;  or  (3)  by  granting  the  post  of  Chief 
Priest  of  a  temple  only  to  graduates  of  a  certain 
school  or  certain  schools  determined  by  the  Go- 
vernment or  to  those  who  successfully  pass  an  ex- 
amination in  certain  required  standards.  If  law, 
medicine,  etc.,  are  necessitous  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country  and  these  subjects  are  given  special 
courses  at  the  Imperial  University,  then  there 
is  no  reason  why  religion,  which  has  such  vital 
connection  with  the  manners,  cusioms,  and  pub- 
lic peace  of  a  country,  should  not  be  accorded 
the  same  treatment.  This  argument  was  sup- 
ported with  illustrations  taken  from  Western 
precedents.  The  objection  might  be  raised, 
continued  Mr.  Inouye,  that,  as  Japan  has  no 
state  religion  and  there  is  no  one  creed  publicly 
acknowledged  by  the  Government,  there  would 
be  some  difficulty  in  the  choice  of  religions  to 
be  specially  studied  in  the  University.  While 
nothing  can  with  certainly  be  predicted  con- 
cerning the  future,  as  matters  now  stand  the  only 
creeds  to  be  included  in  the  University  course 
are  Buddhism  and  Shintoism  ;  and  that  correct- 
ness of  this  view  is  practically  acknowledged  by 
the  Government,  is  proved  by  the  existence 
of  a  Bureau  for  the  Control  of  Temples  and 
Shrines  in  the  Home  Department.  Christianity 
is  tolerated  only  ;  it  has  yet  to  receive  public 
acknowledgmect.  Viewed  from  the  standpoint 
of  expediency,  the  same  argument  again  holds 
true,  for  Buddhist  and  Shinto  believers  far  out- 
number those  who  profess  the  Christian  faith. 
But  should  the  establishment  of  a  special 
Unive-rsity  course  fail  to  be  accomplished, 
recourse  should  be  had  to  the  second  alternative, 
which,  by  careful  management,  might  achieve 
the  same  result.  The  lack  of  funds  is  the  only 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  project;  but  even 
here  there  is  no  need  to  despair,  for  the  Higashi 
Hongwanji  has  frequently  succeeded  in  raising, 
in  the  space  of  one  year,  sums  ranging  from 
one-half  to  a  round  million  yen.  The  third  and 
last  method  is  similar  to  that  already  adopted  by 
the  Government  in  licensfng  medical  practi- 
tioners and  school-teachers.  Mr.  Inouye  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  was  convinced  that  this 
question  of  religions  would,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  come  up  before  the  Imperial  Diet  and 
then  be  settled  satisfactorily  ;  still  a  good  scheme 
is  all  the  better  for  prompt  realization,  and  he 
could  therefore  not  refrain  from  calling  the 
immediate  attention  of  both  Government  and 
people  to  these  views. 

THE  TOKYO  IRON  FOUNDRY. 

The  Tokyo  Iron  Foundry  has  much  to  be 
thankful  for.  A  company  failing,  as  it  has 
done,  to  discharge  its  obligations,  would,  in 
another  country,  have  been  unable  to  avert  ruin. 
But  romance  and  so-called  "patriotism"  have 
here  come  to  the  rescue,  and  the  company  is  once 
more  swimming  with  the  tide.  Compromises 
have  been  effected  with  the  Tokyo  Ware- 
house Company,  the  Mitsubishi  Firm  and  ano- 
ther creditor,  unnamed,  the  aggregate  of  these 
liabilities  being  170,000  yen.    Relieved  of  these 
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impediments,  the  Company  has  been  able  to 
direct  its  attention  to  the  renewal  of  its  works. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  present  month  it 
repaired  its  factory  and  re-assembled  a  number 
of  skilled  mechanics  who  had  been  dismissed 
at  the  height  of  the  trouble.  The  men  thus 
re-engaged  numbered  200,  and  500  more  are 
to  be  employed,  it  is  said.  Other  particulars  as 
to  the  Company's  staff  are  published  by  the 
vernacular  press  but  would  not  interest  our 
readers.  That  the  shareholders  have  good 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  will  be  under- 
stood when  we  say  that,  at  one  time,  the  Com- 
pany's liabilities  amounted  to  twice  its  capital, 
and  that,  in  addition,  it  was  threatened  not  only 
with  confiscation  of  a  sum  of  100,000  yen 
lodged  with  the  Tokyo  City  Office  by  way  of 
security  for  the  due  discharge  of  its  contract  to 
supply  pipes  to  the  Water  Works,  but  also  with 
an  action  at  law  on  account  of  the  loss  sustain- 
ed by  the  City.  It  escaped,  however,  with  the 
confiscation  of  one  half  of  the  sum  lodged,  and 
even  had  the  contract  renewed  on  more  favour- 
able terms  than  before.  The  former  officers  of 
the  Company  have  also  been  released  from  the 
unlimited  liability  under  which  they  lay  toward 
the  City.  

DISTRESS  IN   THE  CAPITAL. 

The  excessively  high  price  of  rice  is  weighing 
heavily  on  the  poorer  classes  in  the  metropolis, 
the  number  of  destitute  and  those  receiving 
relief  being  unprecedentedly  large.  The  great 
increase  of  freight-rates  as  well  as  the  threaten- 
ed drought  may  have  something  to  do  with  this  ; 
but  the  general  sentiment  is  that  the  dearness  of 
the  staple  is  due  to  speculative  operations  in  the 
rice  market  and  there  is  consequently  a  feeling  of 
great  bitterness  apparent  in  the  lower  classes. 
Remedial  measures  are  urgently  necessary,  for 
to  judge  from  all  appearance  rice  is  getting 
dearer  rather  than  cheaper,  and  what  that  means 
to  the  poor  of  Japan  they  only  know  who  have 
seen  on  what  miserable  pittances  life  is  possible 
in  this  country.  Small  wonder  that  the  number 
of  Ihose  who  would  sell  their  poor  bodies  to 
provide  food  for  their  parents  or  even  children, 
is  larger  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 

A   RUMOUR  AFFECTING  THE   MANUFACURE  OF 
MATCHES. 

A  report  was,  some  months  ago,  current  among 
Japanese  manufacturers  that  the  authorities  in 
Java,  Annam,  the  Philippines,  Singapore,  and 
India  had  decided  to  impose  a  heavy  duty  on 
imported  matches.  In  compliance  with  a  re- 
quest preferred  by  the  members  of  the  guild, 
the  Foreign  Department  desired  the  Japanese 
Consul  at  Hongkong  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  rumour.  The  matter  was  duly  investigated 
and  the  Consul  reports  that  in  India  only  has  a 
decision  been  made  toimposean  ad  valorem  duty 
of  five  per  cent,  on  all  imported  goods,  with  the 
sole  exception  of  cotton  cloth  and  yarns.  No 
similar  innovation  has  been  made  elsewhere.  It 
has  believed  that  the  export  of  matches  has  con- 
siderably fallen  off  of  late,  but  the  Consul's  in- 
vestigations have  elicited  the  fact  that  this  is  far 
from  being  the  truth.  The  total  amount  of 
matches  exported  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  present  year  is  about  300,000  boxes  in 
advance  of  the  figure  of  the  corresponding 
period  in  1893.   

THE   MOTOMACHI  FIRE. 

The  great  fire  in  Motomachi  on  Sunday  after- 
noon is  estimated  to  have  entailed  damage  to 
the  extent  of  §300,000  or  $400,000.  The  wide- 
spread suffering  has  evoked  much  practical 
sympathy  from  both  foreign  and  Japanese  re- 
sidents, and  at  the  close  of  Monday  the  even- 
ing journals  were  able  to  announce  the  receipt 
of  donations  to  the  amount  of  $105 — which 
included  two  sums  of  $5  each  from  A.M. A. 
and  H.W.B.  sent  through  this  office— and  $75 
respectively.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bramhall  (Messrs. 
A.  S.  Rosenthal  and  Co.)  was  among  the  first 
to  take  active  relief  measures,  and  on  Sunflay 
evening  he  provided  over  200  meals  for  the 
destitute  burnt-out  folk.  He  also  provided 
breakfast  to  an  equal  amount  next  morning,  and 
during  the  next  few  days  collected  the  following 
subscriptions  from  among  his  immediate  fri- 


ends : — A.  S.  Rosenthal  &  Co.,  $25  ;  American 
Tobacco  Co.,  $25  ;  R.  Meiklejohn  &  Co.,  $25  ; 
Standard  Oil  Co.,  New  York,  $25;  American 
Trading  Co.,  $25;  Wm.  G.  Rockfeller,  $25; 
Edgar  Scott,  $25  ;  Middleton  &  Co.,  $25 ; 
Siber,  Brennwald  &  Co.,  $25;  Frazar  &  Co., 
§25;  A.  A.  Vantine  &  Co.,  $25;  Mendelson, 
Bros.,  $25  ;  Smith,  Baker  &  Co.,  $25  ;  Dodwell, 
Carlill  &  Co.,  $25  ;  D.  Jackson,  $10 ;  R.  Home 
Cook,  $5  ;  W.  F.  Kidder,  $10;  B.  C.  Howard 
$10;  Caudrelier  &  Co.,  $10  ;  J.Martin,  $10; 
Scott  Bowne,  L  d,  $10 ;  V.  B.,  $5  ;  G.  W.  Bram- 
hall, $10;  W.Tucker,  $5;  G.  H.  Scidmore,  $10; 
John  McLean,  $10;  Oppenheimer  Freres,  $25; 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co.,  $25;  A.H.D.,  $10;  Dr. 
A.  G.  Smith,  $10;  L.P.,  $5;  D.,  $5;  Bruhl 
Bros.  &  Co.,  $25  ;  Walter  P.  Bliss,  $25  ;  Flint 
Kilby  &  Co.,  $25  ;  A.  S.  Rosenthal  &  Co. 
(additional  sub.),  $25  ;  G.  W.  B.,  $25  ;  Col.  T. 
Williams,  $10 ;  J.  C.  Budd,  $10  ;  E.W.T.,  $5  ; 
Charity,  $5  ;  Sale  &  Co.,  $50.00,  J.  R.  Simon  & 
Co.,  $25.00:  Total,  $790. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  G.  W.  Bramhall  did  not  allow  the  work 
of  practical  relief  initiated  by  him  on  Sunday 
night  to  lag.  All  day  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
he  was  busy  seeing  that  the  money  donated  to 
aid  the  sufferers  in  the  Motomachi  fire  was  spent 
in  a  proper  manner  and  reached  the  people  for 
whom  it  was  intended.  Upwards  of  927  meals 
had  been  given  by  midday  on  Tuesday  ;  200 
meals  had  been  further  provided  in  the  Moto- 
machi Elementary  School ;  while  the  ladies  of 
the  Yokohama  Fujin  Jizenkai  had  personally 
attended  to  727  cases  of  hopeless  destitution. 
The  hospital  which  the  Jizenkai  have  under 
their  own  personal  supervision  was  also  turned 
into  a  refuge  where  the  wounded  and  maimed 
were  received,  the  injuries  of  all  being  suitably 
attended  to.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  donors 
to  what  may  be  called  the  "  Bramhall-fund,"  to 
use  the  surplus  in  providing  tools  for  the  burnt 
out  craftsmen,  and  articles  of  trade  for  the 
small  shopkeepers  who  lost  their  little-all  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  Twenty-three  persons  are 
now  being  cared  for  in  the  Charity  Hospital; 
618  were  fed  on  Wednesday  and  on  Thursday 
bedding,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries  were 
given  to  one  hundred  families. 

* 

*  * 

Viscount  Hojo,  a  Chamberlain,  has  been  dis- 
patched by  their  Imperial  Majesties  the  Emperor 
and  Empress  with  an  imperial  present  of  yen 
1,200  to  the  destitute  sufferers  through  the 
recent  Motomachi  fire.  The  Chamberlain  fur- 
ther personally  subscribed  yen  10  towards  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers.  The  following  sums 
have  been  subscribed  by  Japanese  residents 
towards  the  relief  of  the  sufferers: — Yen  300, 
Mr.  Mogi  Sobei,  yen  200  each,  Messrs.  Otani 
Kahei,  Hara  Zenzaburo,  Watanabe  Fukusa- 
buro,  and  Hiranuma  Senzo;  yen  100  each, 
Messrs.  Minoda  Chojiro  and  Ono  Mitsukage, 
yen  50  each  Mr.  Tanabe  Shinroku  and  a  fo- 
reigner ;  yen  25  each  Messrs.  Tanikawa  Tomi- 
kichi,  Takahashi  Yasubei,  and  Tokita  Ka- 
makichi  ;  yen  15  each  three  subscribers,  and 
yen  10  each  three  charitable  residents.  The 
Japanese  subscriptions  amount  to  yen  4,5°4- 


AN  INTERESTING  PUBLICATION. 

Iyesn  Zaisei  no  Keirekiski  Dzukai  (Chart  of 
the  Life  of  Christ),  Fukuinsha  in  Osaka  and 
Kobe;  Keiseisha  in  Tokyo:  price  seven  sen. 
This  is  the  full  title  of  a  handsome  and  impor- 
tant little  publication  just  issued  in  Kobe.  As 
in  other  things,  so  in  this  instance,  Japan  has 
shown  her  promptness  to  adopt,  and  adapt  to 
her  own  needs,  that  which  is  good.  Charts 
of  the  Life  of  Christ  have  not  long  been  in 
existence  at  home,  and  now  we  have  one  in 
Japan :  the  American  chart  on  which  this  is 
based  was  only  issued  last  year.  Anything 
which  induces  to,  and  aids  in,  the  study  of 
the  life  and  character  of  Jesus  of  Nazereth  is 
a  good  thing,  but  this  sort  of  help  is  especially 
good.  Three  long  bands  of  colour,  marked  re- 
spectively Judea,  Samaria,  and  Galilee,  with  a 
clear  black  line  threading  its  way  back  and 
forth  across  the  bands,  show  at  a  glance  the 
order  and  location  of  the  events  in  the  life  of 


Christ;  while  references  all  along  the  line  show 
where  they  are  found  in  the  Gospels.  The 
order  adopted  is  mainly  that  of  Dr.  Robinson, 
and  even  if  any  one  should  disagree  with  this 
order,  he  must  study  to  find  grounds  for  his 
objection,  and  study  is  what  is  wanted.  The 
bright  colours  in  which  it  is  printed  make  it 
attractive  to  the  eye;  its  paper  is  strong  and 
durable.  The  low  price  of  seven  sen  makes  it 
possible  for  the  poorest  to  have  it,  so  that  no 
one  need  be  without  it  who  has  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  subject. 

FIGHTING  STRENGTH  OF  THE   JAPANESE  AND 
CHINESE  NAVIES. 

The  Hochi  Shimbun  compares  the  fighting 
capacity  of  the  Japanese  and  the  Chinese 
Navies.  As  usual  with  the  native  press  when 
dealing  with  such  topics,  the  Hochi  professes 
that  its  information  originally  came  from  the 
mouth  of  an  anonymous  expert,  this  time 
a  Japanese  Admiral.  On  the  supposition  that 
the  Japanese  troops  and  the  Chinese  troops 
now  in  Korea  come  into  collision  through 
some  cause  or  other,  it  is  not  an  idle  task  to 
contrast  the  fighting  powers  of  the  two  Navies, 
for  in  a  war  between  the  two  empires  naval 
operations  would  not  be  less  important  than 
military.  The  Hochi  then  proceeds  to  enume- 
rate the  men-of-war,  their  tonnage,  and  horse 
power,  composing  the  two  Navies,  and  arrives 
at  the  following  results:  Japan — number  of  war 
ships,  32;  their  tonnage,  about  61,000 ;  horse 
power,  about  95,000;  China — number  of  vessels 
46  ;  tonnage  about  68,000  ;  horse  power  about 
72,000.  Thus,  with  regard  to  the  arithmetical 
strength  of  the  two  Navies  there  is  no  particular 
difference,  and  the  issue  of  a  now  not  improb- 
able fight  would  depend  upon  the  comparative 
skill  of  the  personnel.  With  respect  to  the 
qualifications  of  officers,  the  Hochi  is  obliged 
to  admit  with  regret  that  Japan  cannot  lay 
claim  to  any  marked  superiority  over  China. 
It  is  true  that  Japan  has  a  Naval  College 
and  a  Naval  Academy,  and  that  plenty  of 
her  officers  have  mastered  the  science  of  naval 
strategy  and  tactics.  But  China  has  never  fallen 
behind  Japan  in  these  points.  She  has  specially 
engaged  foreign  experts,  and  has  sent  her  most 
promising  officers  to  Europe  and  America, 
whence  they  have  returned  after  going  through 
all  the  necessary  courses.  In  gunnery,  navi- 
gation, and  tactical  evolutions  they  are  so  well 
trained  that  even  foreigners  admire  their  pro- 
ficiency. Would  the  Japanese  Navy  be  over- 
come, then,  when  opposed  by  the  Chinese?  By 
no  means.  For  though  the  Chinese  officers 
may  be  excellent,  that  is  not  the  case  with  the 
men.  The  latter  are  all  thoroughly  Chinese 
in  their  ways,  indolent,  addicted  to  opium,  and 
in  many  cases  ignorant  of  even  how  to  fire  a 
gun.  Seeing  that  the  point  of  prime  importance 
in  naval  efficiency  is  the  capacity  of  the  men  and 
officers  to  work  together,  Japan  must  be  admit- 
ted to  possess  a  marked  advantage  over  China. 
Moreover,  China  has  made  comparatively  little 
progress  in  the  art  of  employing  torpedo  boats, 
nor  has  she  a  sufficient  numberof  them;  a  serious 
fact  in  view  of  the  part  now  played  by  torpedos 
in  naval  warfare.  In  short,  the  so-called  Ad- 
miral is  said  to  have  declared  with  great  satis- 
faction that,  taken  all  in  all,  the  Japanese  Navy 
has  more  than  enough  strength  to  overpower 
the  Chinese.  

THE  ECONOMIC  REFORM  SOCIETY. 

This  Society,  organized  previously  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  last  session  of  the  Diet  and  regarded 
by  the  public  as  a  npst  important  affair,  held  a 
meeting  on  the  15th  instant  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  its  attitude  toward  the  problem  of 
foreign  policy.  A  long  and  animated  discus- 
sion took  place,  when  it  was  finally  resolved  that 
although  questions  of  foreign  policy  lie  outside 
the  strictly  proper  sphere  of  the  Society's  in- 
quiry, a  juncture  like  the  present  calls  for  some 
definite  expression  of  opinion.  Hence  the 
meeting  solemnly  recorded  its  protest  that 
among  its  members  not  so  much  as  a  single 
one  entertains  the  views  of  the  so-called  "  Mo- 
derate Section  "  (Nampa)  ;  that  in  opposition 
to  the  Clan  Cabinet's  foreign  policy  the  Society 
takes  an  even  more  unbending  line  than  the 
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Anti-Mixed-Residence  politicians,  and  that  its 
view  is  unanimously  in  favour  of  a  strong  fo- 
reign policy. 

m 

*  m 

The  Economic  Reform  Society  is  under  the 
leadership  of  men  who  ought  to  be  conspicu- 
ous for  the  moderation  of  their  attitude  in  fo- 
reign affairs.  The  commercial  and  phosophic 
view  ought  to  be  theirs  if  it  is  to  be  found 
among  any  body  of  Japanese  politicians.  Hence 
when  they  announce  themselves  in  the  above 
sense,  we  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that 
Japanese  society  is  permeated  to  the  core  with 
jingoism.  Against  whom  is  this  "  strong " 
policy  to  be  adopted  ?  Is  it  against  Korea  ? 
Or  against  China  ?  Nothing  can  be  easier  than 
for  men  entirely  without  responsibility  to  throw 
their  hats  into  the  air  and  shout  "  forward." 
They  are  careful  to  avoid  defining  what  "for- 
ward "  means,  and  thus  they  succeed  in  being 
at  once  magnificently  large  beforehand  and 
pleasantly  free  afterwards  to  criticise  and  con- 
demn. We  do  not  think  of  attributing  any  such 
attitude  to  Mr.  Taguchi  and  his  colleagues.  At 
least  we  are  persuaded  that  they  would  not  assume 
such  an  attitude  of  deliberate  intent.  But  they 
are  precisely  the  men  who  might  be  expected 
to  act  as  a  drag  upon  the  jingo  locomotive, 
whereas  we  find  them  sitting  on  the  safety  valve. 
The  much  abused  "Clan  Cabinet"  has  truly  a 
difficult  task  to  perform  at  this  crisis.  If  it  saves 
the  country  from  the  evils  of  a  foreign  war,  it  will 
add  another  substantial  item  to  its  claim  for  his- 
torical honour  and  national  gratitude. 


THE  NEW  SHIPS  OF  THE  YUSEN  KAISHA. 

Two  of  the  fine  steamers  which  the  Yusen 
Kaisha  have  contracted  to  purchase  to  fill 
up  the  gap  caused  by  ten  of  the  Company's 
vessels  having  been  requisitioned  by  the  Go- 
vernment, have  arrived  and  become'the  Com- 
pany's legal  property,  says  the  Jivu.  One  of 
these  has  been  re-named  the  Genzan  Maru  and 
set  sail  for  her  destination  on  the  14th  instant; 
the  other,  the  British  steamer  Hector,  reached 
Yokohama  on  the  same  date  and  has  received 
the  name  of  Moji  Maru.  The  remaining  three 
steamers  contracted  for  are  the  Hesperia  and 
Pemptos — both  of  which  have  hitherto  flown 
the  German  flag — and  a  British  vessel  called 
Moray.  The  chartered  ships  number  two,  not 
one  as  we  were  made  to  understand  at  the  outset ; 
of  these  one  is  now  known  as  the  Mogul,  the 
name  of  the  other  being  irrecognizable  in  the 
Kana  transliteration  of  the  fiyH.  All  of  these 
ships  have  a  tonnage  of  above  two  thousand  and 
are  expected  to  enter  the  Company's  employ  on 
or  about  the  23rd  of  the  present  month.  The 
three  vessels  whose  sale  has  been  concluded 
but  which  have  not  yet  arrived  are  to  be  named 
the  Ninsen  Maru,  Fusan  Maru,  and  Soga 
Maru,  the  names  thus  chosen  having  evident 
reference  to  Korea.  They  as  well  as  the  two 
chartered  vessels  are  to  ply  between  Hokkaido 
and  the  main  island.  The  same  journal  re- 
marks on  the  trouble  caused  the  Company  by 
reason  of  so  many  of  its  ships  having  been  with- 
drawn for  Government  service.  Having  ceased 
to  follow  the  regular  routes  and  some  ten  days 
having  elapsed  since  their  withdrawal,  twice  the 
number  of  vessels  put  in  requisition  are  neces- 
sary in  order  to  convey  with  due  promptitude 
the  vast  amount  of  freight  now  awaiting  trans- 
portation at  various  places.  Beside  all  the  rest 
it  is  far  from  being  an  easy  task  to  efficiently 
man  the  seven  ships  entering  the  Company's 
service.  Supposing  that  no  more  than  ten  offi- 
cers and  fifty  seamen  and  firemen  are  required 
for  each  steamer,  even  then  seventy  officers  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  necessary.  It 
is  therefore  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  Yusen 
Kaisha  to  hear  that,  despite  considerable  dif- 
ficulty, due  preparations  have  successfully  been 
effected,  and  that  the  ships  will  be  well  and 
promptly  manned  so  soon  as  they  arrive. 


PAUPERS. 

The  law  of  Japan  excepts  from  distraint  on 
account  of  failure  to  pay  taxes  any  property  not 
calculated  to  yield  more  at  public  auction  than 
the  amount  of  the  default.  The  statistics  do 
not  tell  how  many  persons  escape  their  public 


obligations  by  these  miserable  means.  They  do 
tell,  however,  how  many  persons  had  to  be  ex- 
posed to  the  process  of  distraint  before  they  paid 
their  taxes.  The  numbers  are  quoted  in  the 
Keiiai  Zasshi : — 

Distraint*  011  nccounts  of  National  Taxes. 


I.itnd  Income  Sake 
Tax.      Tax.  Tax. 

1891    298  ...    51  ...  3 

1892          273  ...   52  ...  15 


Drugs 
Tax, 
.  I46  . 

•  "33  • 


Confcc- 

i'obacco     Sny  Nonary 
Tax;      Tax.  Tux. 
.  48  ...      2  ...I,H)9 

.  46  ...     3  ...1.033 

Hokkaido 

Murine 

Ship  Carriage  Cattle  Products  Totals. 
Tax.       Tax.      Tax.  Tax. 

333  ...1,663...  45  •••  3'"  ...4,017 
233  ..I.557  ..  "9  •••  3'i  ...3.678 


1891  ., 

1892  .. 

Distraints  on  account  of  Local  Taxes. 

•891   170.613  I  1892   214,414 

There  was,  consequently,  a  diminution  in  the 
number  of  defaulters  on  account  of  national 
taxes  in  1892  as  compared  with  1891,  but  an 
increase  in  the  number  on  account  of  local 
taxes.  The  Keitai  Zasshi,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  the  total  pauper  population,  multiplies 
the  number  of  defaulters  by  5  on  the  assump- 
tion that  each  is  head  of  a  family.  By  this 
process  the  numbers  obtained  are  873,150 
paupers  in  1891  against  1,090,460  in  1892. 
Hence  our  contemporary  concludes  that  pau- 
perism is  rapidly  on  the  increase.  At  all  events, 
it  is  sufficiently  remarkable,  that  one  person  in 
every  40  is  unable  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
tax-collector. 

* 

With  every  increase  of  poverty  crime  also 
increases.  The  record  of  thieves  and  burglars 
armed  with  deadly  weapons  is  as  follows: — 

Thieves.  Burglars.  Totals. 

J887   44.512           2,057    46,569 

1888   36,064    1,398    37,462 

!889   37.929    900    38,829 

1890   60,047    1,191   61,238 

1 891   65,363    1,326    66,689 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  relief  from 
the  Authorities  or  were  admitted  to  the  Found- 
ling Hospital  and  the  Tokyo  Reformatory  were 
as  follow  : — 

Fukudentcai 

_     ,  Tokyo       Found-  Tokyo 

Total  at  Relieved  by  Found-  Foundling  ling  Reform- 
end  of.  Government.      lings.    Hospital.  Hospital,  atory. 

1887  ...  15,203  ...  5,777  ...  212  ...  39  ...  68 

1888  ...   I4J2I   ...  5,576  ...  227   ...  40  ...  63 

1889  ...   14,240  ...  5,349  ...  287  ...  48  ...  62 

1890  ...   17,487  ...  5,431   ...  369  ...  37  ...  64 

1891  ...  18,282  ...  5,324  ...  511  ...  68  ...  65 

1892  ...     —     ...     —    ...  506  ...  54  ...  70 


TWO  NEW    REGULATIONS    OF    THE  EDUCATIONAL 
DEPARTMENT. 

Among  the  many  schemes  for  years  pursued  by 
the  Educational  Department,  that  of  giving 
every  encouragement  to  technical  education  is 
one  of  chief  importance.  Keeping  this  in  view, 
the  Department  authorities  submitted  to  the 
deliberation  of  the  last  session  of  the  Diet  a  bill 
relating  to  the  grant  of  a  subsidy  for  technical 
instruction.  The  amount  asked  was  only 
150,000  yen,  and  the  Bill  most  fortunately  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  the  consent  of  both  Houses 
before  the  short  and  disastrous  session  came  to 
its  abrupt  close.  Since  then  the  Department  has 
already  taken  an  effective  step  toward  carrying 
out  the  contemplated  programme,  two  new  Re- 
gulations having  been  quite  recently  issued  over 
the  signature  of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Educa- 
tion. One  of  these  relates  to  the  training  of  tech- 
nicalin  structors;  the  other  contains  provisions  by 
which  every  Common  Middle  School  may  pro- 
vide a  special  technological  course  from  the 
fourth  year  of  the  ordinary  curriculum,  while  a 
Middle  School  dealing  only  with  technical  edu- 
cation may  be  established  in  the  same  locality. 
The  institution  where  technical  instructors  are 
in  future  to  be  trained,  is  to  be  under  the  control 
of  the  Director  of  the  Tokyo  Polytechnic  School. 
One  hundred  and  forty  students  will  be  here 
admitted,  one  hundred  of  them  to  pursue  the 
academic  or  collegiate  course  (lasting  two  years), 
while  the  remainder  are  to  enter  upon  a  special 
course  extending  over  one  year  only.  Every 
candidate  for  matriculation  in  the  academic 
course  must  either  be  a  graduate  of  some  Or- 
dinary Middle  School  or  else  be  possessed  of 
equivalent  scholarship.     The  students  are  to 


enjoy  special  Government  aid  in  defraying  their 
school  expenses,  but  in  return  they  must  bind 
themselves  to  serve  as  teachers  for  a  period  of 
six  years  in  schools  specified  by  the  Minister 
of  Education.  As  for  the  alumni  of  the 
special  course,  the  duration  of  their  obliga- 
tory service  will  be  for  two  years  only.  Ano- 
ther noteworthy  point  in  the  Regulations  is 
the  lack  of  any  reference  to  instruction  in 
foreign  tongues,  both  as  regards  students  of 
Ordinary  Middle  Schools  who  intend  taking  up  a 
technical  course  in  the  fourth  year  of  their  studies, 
and  studants  of  Ordinary  Middle  Schools 
where  technical  instruction  is  to  be  given  from 
the  very  first  year. 

m 

*  * 

Commenting  upon  these  Regulations,  the 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  remarks  that  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  system  of  tech- 
nical high  schools  will  make  an  epoch  in 
the  history  of  secondary  education  in  Japan. 
Hitherto  th»  majority  of  common  school  pupils 
have  been  indirectly  compelled  to  forego  matri- 
culating in  high  schools  owing  to  competitive 
entrance-examinations.  They  have  perforce 
remained  content  with  graduating  from  common 
schools.  This  has  been  principally  due  to  the 
insufficient  number  of  high  schools,  there  being 
at  most  only  one  or  two  in  a  very  wide  range 
of  territory.  But  difficulties  of  this  nature  will, 
it  is  believed,  be  obviated  in  future  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enforcement  of  the  new  Regula- 
tions, for  they  will  undoubtedly  have  the  bene- 
ficial effect  of  creating  several  high  schools  in 
one  locality,  perhaps  even  one  in  every  country. 
Moreover,  as  it  will  be  easier  for  aspirants  to 
enter  a  technical  high  school  than  an  ordinary 
one,  they  can  graduate  and  thus  enter  upon  a 
practical  business  life  at  a  much  earlier  age. 
Further,  the  nature  of  the  technical  instruction 
to  be  imparted  in  each  new  school  will  vary  in 
accordance  with  the  main  pursuits  of  the  locality 
wherein  the  school  exists;  in  a  thoroughly 
rural  locality,  for  example,  agriculture  will  be 
most  thoroughly  taught,  or  technology  or  com- 
merce in  places  where  such  knowledge  is  most 
desirable.  Of  course  the  general  curriculum 
in  such  high  schools  will  be  of  a  lower  grade 
than  that  hitherto  kept  to  ;  yet  the  students  of 
technical  high  schools  are  to  enjoy  privileges 
of  like  nature  with  pupils  of  ordinary  high 
schools,  for  instance  with  regard  to  conscription 
service.  It  is  thought  that  many  of  the  higher 
common  schools  {Koto  Sho-gakko)  will  be 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  technical,  high  schools, 
for  this  could  easily  be  effected  by  simply 
extending  the  course  for  a  few  years. 

* 

These  new  Regulations  of  the  Department 
of  Education  are  in  our  {Japan  Mail)  opinion 
intended  to  provide  separate  educational  facili- 
ties for  those  who  desire  to  take  up  a  higher 
course,  or  even  enter  the  Imperial  University, 
and  those  who,  after  enjoying  a  middle  school 
education,  are  content  to  return  to  their  homes 
and  begin  a  practical  business-life.  And  if 
that  be  the  case,  we  venture  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  providing  a  technical  course  in  an 
ordinary  high  school.  The  students  who  intend 
to  take  up  the  special  course  are  taught  for 
three  years  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  those 
who  aspire  to  matriculate  at  Higher  Middle 
Schools  or  go  even  farther;  it  is  only  in  the 
fourth  year  that  they  are  set  apart.  Beginning 
with  this  year  the  technological  pupils  have  to 
forego  all  further  instruction  in  English,  which 
they  have  already  studied  for  six  semesters.  It 
is  absurd  to  study  English  for  three  years  only 
and  then  abruptly  break  off;  it  would  be  far 
better  to  leave  English  out  of  the  curriculum 
from  the  very  beginning.  Would  it  not  be 
wiser  to  confine  the  course  of  ordinary  high 
schools  to  higher  education  only,  and  gauge 
the  curriculum  of  other  institutions  to  the  needs 
of  those  who  intend  entering  upon  a  practical 
life  after  graduation  ?  The  distinction  should 
be  rigidly  kept;  specious  though  it  be,  the  two- 
birds-with-one-stone  policy  is  wholly  out  of 
place  in  educational  affairs. 

THE  BITER  BITTEN. 

Wk  have  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the 
swindlers  and  confidence  men  with  whom  cer- 
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tain  quarters  of  Tokyo  are  said  to  be  infest- 
ed ;  they  work  in  a  very  ingenious  fashion  and 
their  victims  are  legion.  But  in  one  recent  case, 
at  all  events,  a  neat  little  plan  failed  to  come 
off.    Some  days  ago,  an  elderly,  well-dressed 
man  was  seen  wandering  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Shimbashi  Station,  with  the  evident  ear- 
marks of  a  countryman  on  his  first  visit  to  the 
metropolis.     He  was  soon  joined  by  another 
personage  who  asked  where  his  destination  was, 
and  whether  he  could  be  of  service,  and  who 
generously  offered  to  take  him  to  a  lodging-house 
of  good  repute  and  low  price.    The  countryman 
was  on  his  guard  in  an  instant, and  a  few  ques- 
tions confirmed  him  in  his  belief  that  this  was 
none  other  than  one  of  the  swindlers  who  live  by 
outwitting credulouscountry-people.  Apparently 
acceptingthe  proposals  made  him  by  the  pompiki, 
the  old  man  walked  gaily  along  with  his  new 
acquaintance  until  they  came  in  front  of  the 
Utagawa-machi  Police  Station.    Here  he  halted 
and,  calling  a  policeman,  stated  his  suspicions, 
his  companion  in  the  meantime  vociferously 
protesting  his  innocence  and  the  absence  of  any 
evil  interest  on  his  part.    But  this  failed  to 
satisfy  the  constable.    Strict  investigations  were 
made,  which  elicited  the  fact  that  the  suspected 
man  was  in  very  truth  a  notorious  swindler  who 
had  long  lived  at  the  expense  of  other  people. 
He  has  since  made  a  clean  breast  of  his  various 
crimes  and  been  condemned  to  a  long  term  of 
imprisonment. 


BARNUM  OUTDONE. 

A    most    ingenious   swindler    recently  met 
with  well-merited  punishment  at  the  hands  of 
the  Kumamoto  police  authorities,  after  having 
for  more  than  three  months  done  a  roaring 
business  by  imposing  on  the  credulity  of  the 
Kyushu  people.    He  exhibited  what  he  was 
pleased  to  call  "  the  skeleton  of  a  demon,"  and 
in  connection  with  this  has  been  convicted  of 
most  daring  duplicity  and  sent  up  for  a  long 
term  to  a  place  where   flesh-and-blood  de- 
mons are  of  not  infrequent  occurence.  This 
Japanese  Barnum  is  one  Michigami  Kotaro,  a 
native  of  a  village  in  Bingo,  his  real  profession 
being  that  of  a  paperhanger  (hyoguya).  Being 
dissatisfied  with  the  profits  derived  from  honest 
trade,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  manufacturing 
the  skeleton  of  a  demon,   of  the  good  old- 
fashioned  Shutendoji  type,  believing  with  justice 
that  he  would  make  a  fortune  by  exhibiting  so 
rare  and  noteworthy  an  object.    His  profes- 
sional skill  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  carry- 
ing out  this   plan,    the  ingenuity  displayed 
being  well  worth  a  better  scheme.    In  manu- 
facturing the  huge  skull  he  used  the  cranial 
bones  of  horses  and  oxen.     These  he  joined 
together  most  deftly  by  covering  them  on  the 
inner  side  with  skin  taken  from  the  stomach 
of  an  ox.    Horse-teeth  inserted  the  wrong  .way 
were  placed  in  the  "demon's"  mouth,  giving 
the  skull  a  most  ferocious  expression.  Two 
horns  remained  to  be  soldered  on,  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  received  traditions  of  demons 
in  Japan,  and  here  again  the  horns  of  an  ox 
were  put  into  requisition.    In  order  to  make  the 
horns  look  old  and  well-worn,,  he  first  boiled 
them  in  nitric  acid  and  then  polished  them  with 
tokusd,  the  equisetum  or  "scouring  rush,"  a 
plant  containing  much  silica.    The  spine,  ribs, 
and  sundry  other  bones  were  made  out  of 
those  of  horses  and  oxen.     To  disguise  their 
original  colour  and  give  them  an  ancient  ap- 
pearance, he  besmeared  them  with  a  mixture  of 
lime  and  powdered  gall-nut;  and  so  particular 
was  he  with  the  tout  ensemble  of  his  bantling 
that  he  even  caused  a  little  hair  to  grow  on  the 
skull,  by  covering  it  with  a  strip  of  cat's  skin. 
Aftercompletinghisexhibit,  the  nextthoughl  was 
to  obtain  a  document  guaranteeing  its  genuine- 
ness. To  this  effect  he  composed  a  written  docu- 
ment, taking  great  care  to  give  it,  with  the  aid 
of  sundry  chemicals,  the  requisite  frayed  and 
aged  look,  after  which,  by  touching   it  with 
honey  here  and  there,  he  caused  it  to  be  gnawed 
by  worms,  keeping   it  for  this  purpose  for 
several  days  in  a  box  wherein  he  had  previously 
placed    some   book-worms.    These  thorough 
preparations   being  complete,  he  set  out  on 
a  swindling  tour  in  February  of  this  year,  and 


earned  a  substantial  sum    by  exhibiting  his 
handiwork  in   Mihara  and   Hiroshima.  Be- 
lieving it  safer  not  to  charge  any  fixed  price 
for    inspecting   the    skeleton,   he   left   it  to 
the  choice  of  patrons  to  pay  for  the  sight  or 
not;  and  with  this  intent  always  hired  a  large 
room  in  some  temple  wherever  he  went.  To 
his  great  gratification,  this  plan  worked  like  a 
charm,  the  receipts  being  far  larger   than  he 
could  have  hoped  for  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances.   His  route  lay  through  Iwakuni  and 
Shimonoseki  over  to  Kyushu,  and   in  many 
towns  he  succeeded  in  completely  hoodwinking 
the  people.    But  Fate  was  lying  in  wait  for  him 
at  Kumamoto.     The  fraud  was  detected,  and 
the  swindling  three — the  skeleton,  the  docu- 
ment, and  the  man — were  impounded  and  im- 
prisoned.   Yet  it   was  by  no  means  easy  to 
unmask  the  fellow.    Letters  where  forwarded 
to   the   district  office    in    Bingo,   where  he 
was  registered,  and    the  answer  elicited  the 
fact   that  he    was  travelling  under   an  alias. 
Another    letter   was  then  despatched  to  the 
local  authorities   of  a  certain  district   in  the 
island   of  Oki,  where  the  showman  declared 
he  had  unearthed  his  great  find.     The  reply 
was  in  this  instance  fatal  to  dishonesty,  the 
whole  story  being  declared  as  arrant  untruth. 
Confronted  with  these  incontrovertible  proofs, 
the  man  could  no  longer  keep  up  the  deception, 
and  finally  made  a  clean  breast  of  it,  giving 
a  minute  description  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  made  the  skeleton — to   the  immense 
delight  of  the  clever  Kumamoto  police. 


turess  having,  it  is  said,  been  married  no  less 
than  seven  times  during  the  course  of  the  last 
twelve  months.  There  is  no  way  of  punishing 
such  light-'o-loves,  for  they  take  good  care  to 
keep  within  the  limits  of  the  law,  and  thus 
realize — though  in  a  very  different  sense  from 
that  it  which  Catullus  penned  it — the  distich  : — 
Quisquis  amore  tenetur,  eat  tutusque  sacerque 
Qualibet ;  insidias  non  timuisse  decet. 


QUITE  ANOTHER  STORY. 


A  comely  young  woman  recently  applied  to  the 
Azabu  Police  Station,  alleging  absolute  destitu- 
tion.   She  stated  that  she  was  the  daughter  of 
a  small  merchant  in  Hyogo  and  had  come  up 
to  the  metropolis  in  order  to  go  into  service  ;  in 
this  she  might  have  succeeded,  but  upon  reach- 
ing Shimbashi  Station  her  pocket  had  been 
picked,  and  she  had  lost  sight  of  her  friends  in 
the  crowd.  Her  simple  and  modest  demeanour 
had  its  effect  even  upon  the  police  officials. 
They    telegraphed   at   once  to   the  address 
she  gave  them  in  Hyogo  and  meanwhile  did 
what  they  could  to  supply  her  most  urgert 
wants.    But  with  the  reply  came  disenchant- 
ment.   The  maiden  had  run  away  from  home 
to  seek  a  former  lover,  for  whose  sake  she  was 
in  disgrace  with  her  family,  and  her  one-time 
admirer  refusing  to  have  any  further  care  for  her, 
she  was  left,   as  she  had  truly  said,  without 
means.    There  was  only  one  thing  to  be  done. 
With  the  next  through  train  the  lovelorn  damsel 
was  sent  back  to  her  parents'  house. 


FHDO  SAMA"  IN  PAWN. 


With  the  exception  of  avowedly  propagandist 
periodicals  and  magazines,  the  vernacular  press 
is  much  given  to  sneering  at  all  kinds  of  Bud- 
dhist and  Shinto  superstitions,  never  foregoing 
an  opportunity  to  indulge  in  sarcastic  remarks 
or  to  hold  some  of  the  illusions  of  a  credulous 
public  up  to  ridicule.  It  was  recently  dis- 
covered that  the  image  of  "Fudo-Sama,"  of  the 
well-known  shrine  of  Fudo  Myo-o  in  Bancho, 
Tokyo,  had  been  removed,  and  investiga- 
tions elicited  the  fact  that  his  godship  was 
relegated  to  the  garret  of  a  wealthy  man 
who  had  advanced  a  sum  of  about  one  hun- 
dred yen  on  the  idol,  the  owner  of  the 
shrine  being  in  pecuniary  difficulties.  This 
seems  to  be  the  second  time  that  this  par- 
ticular Fudo-Sama  has  figured  as  a  pledge;  in 
the  first  instance,  the  note  was  paid  when  it  fell 
due,  but  this  time  not  even  the  sacredness  of 
the  divinity  could  keep  it  out  of  the  relentless 
hands  of  the  shrine's  creditor.  "  The  credulous 
people  of  Kojimachi,"says  a  vernacular  contem- 
porary, "are  not  aware  of  this  sad  circumstance 
and  still  keep  on  making  gifts  of  money  and 
offering  up  prayers  to  an  empty  shrine.  These 
pious  acts  are  probably  just  as  efficacious  as  if 
the  original  Fudo-Sama  were  present.  But  it 
is  strange  that  his  godship  should  prefer  the 
seclusion  of  a  garret  to  clouds  of  incense  and 
the  prayers  of  his  devotees.  Mayhap  he  has 
had  overmuch  to  do  of  late  and  has  chosen  this 
as  a  season  of  rest  and  retirement." 


MARRIED  IN  HASTE. 


Some  of  the  Tokyo  journals  claim  to  have  re- 
cently discovered  thata  number  of  good-looking 
young  people  of  both  sexes  ate  doing  a  thriving 
business  by  marrying  into  well-to-do  families  and 
then  conducting  themselves  so  badly  that  they 
are  speedily  divorced,  taking  with   them  of 
course  the  new  clothes,  jewellry,  etc.,  of  which 
they  have  become  the  possessors.    In  a  word, 
they  appear  to  be  most  unconscionable  rogues 
who  trade  on  their  good  looks  and  the  uxori- 
ousness  of  other  people.    They  seem  models 
of  propriety  before  and  until  shortly  after  mar- 
riage.   And  then  the  trouble  begins,  for  they 
pertinaciously  disregard    the  wishes  of  their 
husbands  or  wives  and  behave  altogether  so 
badly  that  a  bill  of  divorcement  follows  in  a 
few  weeks  as  a  matter  of  course.    Then  they  go 
off,  taking  with  them  whatever  they  have  re- 
ceived in  the  way  of  "  portable  property  "  during 
the  brief  days  of  the  honeymoon,  and  are  ready 
for  another  matrimonial  venture.    Some  almost 
incredible  stories  are  told,  one  pretty  adven- 


KIM   OK-KYUN  REDIVIYUS. 

We  learn,  on  the  authority  of  the  correspon- 
dents of  several  metropolitan  journals,  that  a 
fourth  remarkable  personage  has  joined  the 
phenomenal  triad  of  generals  that  are  leading 
the  Togaku-to  partisans  to  their  fate.  This  is 
no  less  than  the  ghost  of  Kim  Ok-kyun.  For 
several  days  after  the  execution  of  Kim's  aged 
father,  commands  were  occasionally  heard, 
about  nightfall,  by  certain  detachments  of  the 
Togaku-to,  the  voice  giving  the  commands  being 
different  from  those  of  their  captains  and  gene- 
rals. The  voice  appeared  to  be  enjoining  speed 
and  wholesale  slaughter  of  abnoxious  officials. 
This,  of  course,  suited  the  men  exactly,  only  they 
thought  it  strange  that  no  one  could  tell  whence 
the  orders  came.  At  last  one  of  the  men,  a 
former  intimate  of  the  murdered  Korean  re- 
fugee, recognised  the  voice  as  belonging  to 
Kim  Ok-kyun.  The  fact  was  subsequently 
verified  by  the  actual  appearance  of  Kim 
and  his  aged  father,  both  seeming  to  bleed 
from  many  wounds.  The  two  mournful  ghosts 
were  seen  shortly  after  midnight,  walking  slowly 
through  the  sleeping  camp.  But  now  the  pro- 
blem is  this  : — will  the  friends  of  the  late  refugee 
consent  to  any  Japanese  attack  on  the  Togaku- 
to  rebels  if,  as  is  clear  from  the  above,  these 
people  are  acting  under  the  direct  spirit-guid- 
ance of  the  said  Kim  Ok-kyun? 

DANGER  OF  A   COAL  FAMINE. 

Even  at  the  best  of  times,  says  the  Jiji  Shimpo, 
there  is  never  sufficient  coal  to  supply  all  de- 
mands, and  now,  owing  to  the  want  of  freight- 
carriers  a  veritable  coal-famine  is  to  be  appre- 
hended. The  Hokkaido  Coal  Company  employ 
four  vessels  for  the  conveyance  of  coal  from 
Otaru  to  Yokohama,  one  of  these  ships  being 
owned  by  the  Company,  while  the  rest  are 
chartered  elsewhere.  The  owners  of  the  char- 
tered bottoms  are  now  desirous  of  being  released 
from  their  contract,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
rapidity  with  which  freight  rates  are  going  up. 
The  rates  ruling  this  year  are  said  to  be  forty 
and  even  fifty  per  cent,  in  advance  of  those  of 
1893,  and  this  was  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  in  Korea  ;  now,  as  a  number  of  the 
Yusen  Kaisha  vessels  have  been  requisitioned 
by  the  Government,  rates  are  just  double  what 
they  were  last  year.  But  the  Hokkaido  Com- 
pany is  not  alone  in  experiencing  great  difficulty 
in  the  transportation  of  coal ;  the  Kyushu  mine- 
owners  are  having  at  least  equal  trouble.  They 
find  it  extremely  difficult  to  supply  even  those 
regular  customers  with  whom  special  stipula- 
tions exist.  Whnt  makes  the  outlook  still  more 
serious  is  the  'act  that  the  stock  in  the  coal- 


June  23,  1894.] 


THE    I.M'AN    WEEKLY  MAIL. 


75« 


depots  at  Tokyo  is  very  small.  The  whole 
amount  in  the  various  depots  of  the  Hokkaido 
Company  does  not  exceed  live  or  six  hundred 
tons,  while  Kyushu  coal  in  the  metropolis  is 
very  slightly  above  this  figure.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  greatest  industrial  activity  prevails, 
necessitating  the  consumption  of  an  enormous 
quantity  of  coal.  And  so  with  justice  are  the 
workshops  and  factories  whose  output  depends 
wholly  upon  fuel,  looking  forward  with  great 
anxiety  to  a  possible  coal-famine  and  consequent 
great  and  immediate  damage  to  their  trade. 


THE  DISTRESS  IN  MINA-MURA. 

Wk  referred  recently  to  the  dire  distress  pre- 
vailing among  the  inhabitants  of  Mina-mura,  in 
Tokushima  Prefecture.  Relief  is  now,  we  learn, 
being  given  to  a  few  of  the  most  destitute 
families,  but  from  journalistic  reports  it  appears 
that  more  energetic  allevial  measures  are  ur- 
gently demanded.  The  Tokushima  Nichi  Aichi 
Shimbun  states  that  the  supply  of  edible  roots 
has  entirely  given  out  and  neither  fruit  or  vege- 
table to  be  obtained  in  the  vicinity,  and  further 
cites  a  number  of  instances  of  the  most  distress- 
ing nature.  One  elderly  couple  with  four  half- 
grown  children  in  their  wretched  home  have 
been  absolutely  without  any  other  food  since 
April  except  that  supplied  them  by  their  almost 
equally  destitute  neighbours.  The  children 
have  become  so  weak  from  starvation  that  they 
are  no  longer  able  to  go  out  in  search  of  food, 
while  the  parents  are  in  the  last  stage  of  inani- 
tion. Another  pitiful  case  is  that  of  a  hard- 
working young  woman  who  has  lost  her  reason 
through  being  unable  to  supply  her  two  little 
ones  with  food.  Still  another  has  lapsed  into 
idiocy  from  want  of  the  barest  necessities  of  life. 
Any  subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering 
villagers  we  shall  be  glad  to  forward  to  the  local 
authorities,  for  with  the  stir  and  bustle  conse- 
quent upon  the  Korean  rebellion,  the  fearful 
destitution  in  Mina-mura  does  not  appear  to  be 
receiving  the  attention  it  deserves. 


JAPANESE  PUG-DOGS. 

Opinions  vary  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Japanese 
Pug,  or  chin.  Some  claim  that  the  dog  was  in- 
troduced by  the  Portuguese,  in  which  case  it  may 
very  well  be  a  descendant  of  the  Manila  pug, 
which  itself  is  the  offspring  of  a  poodle  ;  others 
hold  that  the  chin  came  originally  from  China, 
and  this  seems  the  more  probable  theory,  for  it  is 
evidently  a  close  relation  of  the  famous  "sleeve- 
dog"  of  the  Pekinese.  The  Japanese  pug  is, 
however,  a  much  more  intelligent  animal  than 
its  Chinese  relative,  and  so  the  demand  for 
these  pretty  but  very  delicate  pets  is  increas- 
ing in  Europe.  The  only  drawback  is  that 
the  chin  is  peculiarly  susceptible  to  climatic 
changes,  and,  unless  great  care  is  taken,  easily 
develops  a  form  of  eye-disease  that  sooner 
or  later  results  in  blindness.  Japanese  breeders 
are  now  consulting  as  to  the  best  measures  for 
strengthening  the  constitution  of  the  chin,  and 
some  interesting  experiments  in  cross-breeding 
have  been  made  with  the  Manila  pug,  the  result 
being  a  somewhat  larger  animal  with  sturdier 
legs,  but  far  more  robust  that  the  pure  chin  while 
quite  as  attractive  in  general  appearance. 


BOLD  BURGLARS. 

The  tavern  kept  by  a  certain  Sogoro,  in  the 
village  of  Yoshida,  in  Saitama  Prefecture,  had 
the  honour  of  a  domiciliary  visit  from  three 
burglars  on  the  night  of  the  1 6th  instant.  They 
got  off  with  all  the  cash  on  the  premises  and 
various  articles  of  vertu.  The  matter  being 
promptly  notified  to  the  police,  a  party  of 
constables  set  out  in  hot  search  and  came 
upon  them  as  they  were  amicably  engaged 
in  sharing  the  plunder  in  a  little  grove  just 
beyond  the  village.  One  of  the  burglars  was 
immediately  seized  and  handcuffed,  but  the 
other  two  decamped.  Following  up  their  track, 
the  second  burglar  was  arrested  a  few  hours 
later  in  a  brothel  in  Shingo,  a  village  in  the 
adjoining  prefecture  of  Ibaraki.  The  search- 
party  then  came  to  a  lonely  place  known  as  Mizn- 
ki-zutsumi,  and  here  the  third  robber  suddenly 
sprang  from  a  place  of  concealment  and  attacked 
the  constables  with  desperate  valour.    Being  a 


man  of  prodigious  Strength  though  unarmed,  it 
was  fully  half  an  hour  before  he  was  rendered 
harmless  and  securely  bound,  several  of  the 
police  receiving  flesh  wounds  and  one  of  them 
being  -severely  bitten  in  a  number  of  places 
during  the  conflict.  The  wounded  men  were 
sent  to  the  nearest  hospital  and  the  robber 
jailed.  His  capture,  it  is  said,  was  principally 
due  to  the  bravery  of  the  constable  whom  he 
bit  so  savagely. 


RECENT   INVESTIGATIONS  INTO  THE   1LORA  01' 
JAPAN. 

Certain  specialists  in  Tokyo  recently  made 
some  interesting  studies  in  the  Japanese  Flora 
with  regard  to  the  original  habitat  of  a  num- 
ber of  plants  that  popular  opinion  believes 
to  have  been  introduced  from  China,  Korea, 
Java  and  Holland.  According  to  Dr.  Rein 
("  Japan,"  Vol.  I.,  p.  162),  "  in  a  pretty  large 
number  of  Japanese  plants,  prefixes  Skina, 
Kara,  To  (China),  Chosen  (Korea),  Tenjiku 
(India),  Jagatara  (Batavia),  Oranda  (Hol- 
land) and  Nanban  (Portugal),  indicate  their 
foreign  origin."  Passing  by  the  mistranslation 
of  Tenjiku,  which  is  the  name  for  Thibet  and 
not  India  proper,  we  find  that  the  list  given 
by  the  learned  author,  is  quite  incorrect  in 
several  instances.  To-bai  "Chinese  plum," 
is  the  name  given  to  a  pretty  species  of  un- 
questionably Japanese  origin ;  Namban-ha- 
kobe  (Cucubalus  bacci/erus)  was  not  intro- 
duced by  the  Portuguese;  it  is  one  of  the 
very  numerous  indigenous  Caryopylleae  ;  again 
the  pretty  little  Orandd-giseru,  "Dutch  pipe" 
(Aeginetia  indicd),  was  evidently  so  named  on 
account  of  its  resemblance  to  the  Holland  pipe  ; 
it  is  an  indigenous  Japanese  plant.  With  regard 
to  the  Chosen-asagao,  "  Korean  morning-glory  " 
(Datura  alba),  some  uncertainly  appears  to 
exist,  one  or  two  botanists  claiming  that  this 
is  a  particular  variety  cultivated  in  Japan, 
while  others  hold  that  it  was  originally  imported 
from  Korea.  In  the  case  of  the  familiar  ground- 
nut (To-jin  or  Nankin-mame) ,  the  "Chinese 
paulownia  {To-giri,  Clerodendron  squamaluni), 
Namban  Kimi  or  To-niorokoshi,  Indian  Corn 
(Zea  mats),  Tenjiku-mamon ,  the  Thibetan  cap- 
sicum (C.  annnuura,  L.),  Rein's  statement  is 
impugnable.  All  these  and  many  more  have 
been  introduced  from  Western  lands.  But,  at 
all  events,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  prefix  of  a 
foreign  name  is  proof  positive  of  foreign  origin. 


AN  ANECDOTE  OF  KAN0  TANYU. 

A  metropolitan  contemporary  tells  the  follow- 
ing interesting  story  of  Kano  Tanyu,  one  of  the 
greatest  painters  of  his  day.  It  happened  that 
Matsudaira  Nobumasa,  Lord  of  Izu,  sent  one 
day  a  messenger  to  the  artist,  bidding  him 
come  to  his  residence  punctually  at  ten  o'clock 
the  next  morning  and  bring  his  painting  mate- 
rials at  the  same  time.  Nobumasa  was  the  most 
famous  councillor  of  the  then  Tokugawa  Shogun, 
and  for  the  active  part  that  he  had  taken  in  the 
suppression  of  the  revolt  of  Yui  Shosetsu  and 
the  Amakusa  rebellion,  was  held  in  high  honour 
at  Court.  So  Tanyu  did  not  fail  to  make 
his  appearance  at  the  appointed  hour,  but 
only  to  learn  that  Izu-no-Kami  had  gone  to  the 
Castle.  He  was  obliged  to  wait,  and  while 
doing  so  a  frugal  and  by  no  means  dainty  meal 
was  served  him.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the 
councillor  returned,  yet  though  informed  of  the 
painter's  presence,  expressed  no  desire  to  see 
him  and  lay  down  for  a  nap.  Restless  and 
irritable  from  his  long  wait,  Tanyu  grew  highly 
indignant  on  hearing  of  Izu-no-Kami's  return 
and  his  enjoyment  of  a  siesta,  deeming  it  an 
intentional  act  of  rudeness.  He  arose  to  return 
to  his  own  house,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
lord's  retainers,  who  alleged  various  pretexts  to 
keep  him  from  going.  Finally,  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  incensed  artist  was 
brought  to  the  presence  of  the  councillor,  to 
whom  he  made  but  a  short  and  unceremonious 
salutation.  Paying  no  attention  to  the  painter's 
evident  ill-temper,  Izu-no-Kami  quietly  told  his 
attendants  to  bring  out  a  large  screen,  on  which 
he  requested  the  artist  to  draw  the  figures  of  a 
dragon  and  tiger.  Seizing  his  brush,  Tanyu 
began  to  paint  boldly  and  freely,  as  if  in  haste 


to  get  through  his  commission.  When  the  pic- 
ture was  completed,  Tanyu  himself  was  struck 
With  the  masterly  skill  and  execution  it  exhibit- 
ed, so  that  he  involuntarily  cried  out,  "  This  is 
the  finest  drawing  I  have  ever  made  !  "  for 
Tanyu's  wrath  and  vexation  had  made  them- 
selves evident  in  his  brush,  so  that  a  most  fierce- 
looking  dragon  and  life-like  tiger  were  the  result. 
The  councillor  did  not  hesitate  to  praise  the 
wonderful  picture  and  readily  pacified  the  artist 
by  saying  that  he  had  purposely  kept  him  wait- 
ing so  long  in  order  that  he  might  work  under 
the  impulse  of  his  anger.  Tanyu  was  much 
pleased  with  this  ingenuous  explanation  and 
thanked  his  patron  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken 
to  "make  him  do  his  best." 


THE  OUTRAGE   AT  CANTON. 

The  Hongkong  Daily  Press  of  the  13th  Inst, 
give  the  following  particulars  of  this  outrage  : — 
Serious  news  was  received  from  Canton  yester- 
day, which,  alarming  as  it  is  in  itself,  suggests 
a  danger  to  the  European  communiiy  on  the 
Shameen,  which,  added  to  other  rumours  recently 
current,  cannot  he  treated  with  indifference.  The 
actual  details  of  the  occurrence  are  difficult  to 
glean,  but  the  facts  as  we  learn  them  are  as 
follows.  Two  ladies  connected  with  the  Ame- 
rican Presbyterian  Mission,  Miss  Fulton  and 
Mrs.  Noyes,  were  out  walking  on  the  morning 
of  the  nth,  at  Honam.  A  Chinaman  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  them  suddenly  fell  down  in  a 
swoon  (as  has  happened  frequently  heie)  and  the 
fiist  named  lady,  who  is  a  qualified  medical  prac- 
tioner,  promptly  applied  her  smelling  salts  to  the 
sick  man,  with  a  kindly  instinct  which,  however, 
provoked  the  most  unhappy  tesults.  In  a  minute 
or  two  the  man  died — evidently  the  victim  of 
plague — and  the  crowd  of  natives  which  had  ga- 
thered at  once  attributed  his  demise  to  the  atten- 
tions, or  as  they  put  it,  the  machinations,  of  the 
ladies.  Their  rage  and  hatred  weie  speedily 
displayed  in  a  fusilade  of  stones  and  bucks  and 
one  of  the  ladies,  though  defending  herself  biavely, 
received  a  very  nasty  cut  on  the  face.  Her  com- 
panion was  also  set  upon  and  her  dress  torn. 
But  for  the  timely  arrival  of  a  Customs  officer, 
who  di  agged  the  ladies  to  the  Customs  quarters,  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  gone  hard  with  them, 
for  the  infuriated  mob  increasing  momentarily 
both  numerically  and  in  excitement,  seemed  deter- 
mined to  avenge  the  death  of  their  countiyman. 
As  it  was,  some  consideiable  damage  was  done 
and  quiet  was  not  restoied  until  the  arrival  of  a 
party  of  Customs  men  and  braves.  The  affair  has 
caused  much  excitement,  and  at  Shameen  appi  e- 
hensions  of  further  trouble  are  entertained.  The 
members  of  the  Customs  staff  living  at  Honam 
have  been  transferred  to  Shameen.  The  gunboat 
Rattler  has  anchored  close  in  shore  and  is  ready 
for  the  emergency  which  threatens.  When  the 
honam  left  yesterday  morning  all  was  quiet.  Per- 
haps it  would  he  advisable,  under  the  circum- 
stances-, to  despatch  another  gunboat  to  Canton,  as 
a  show  of  foice  would  undoubtedly  increase  the 
sense  of  secut  ity  among  the  European  residents, 
and  might  possibly  avert  a  disaster. 


NOTICES  TO  MARINERS. 

The  following  notice,  No.  285,  relating  to  the 
Yangtze  River — Kiukiang  District  of  the  China 
Sea — is  issued  from  the  Coast  Inspector's 
Office  : — Kiukiang  Rocks  Light-boat  establish- 
ed ;  Kiukiang  Rocks  Light  and  Kiukiang 
Rocks  Beacon  Light  Discontinued  : — Notice 
is  hereby  given  that  a  Light  boat  has  been 
moored  abreast  of  Kiukiang  Rocks  and  close 
to  the  upper  end  of  Oliphant  Island,  where  it 
marks  the  starboard  side  of  the  channel  for 
vessels  entering  from  seaward.  The  illuminat- 
ing apparatus  is  fixed,  Dioptric,  of  the  Sixth 
Order,  showing  a  red  light,  which  should  be 
visible  in  clear  weather  at  a  distance  of  4 
nautical  miles.  The  Light-boat  is  painted  red, 
and  its  mast  is  surmounted  by  a  black  ball. 
The  Kiukiang  Rocks  Light  and  the  Kiukiang 
Rocks  Beacon  Light,  Nos.  86  and  87  respec- 
tively in  the  published  List  for  1894,  have  been 
discontinued. 

* 

*  * 

Notice  No.  284,  of  the  China  Sea,  Shanghai 
District,  gives  the  following  warning:  Middle 
Island  Surveying  Beacon  : — Notice  is  hereby 
given  that,  on  account  of  the  washing  away  of 
the  eastern  shore  of  Middle  Island,  the  Survey- 
ing Beacon,  No.  45  in  the  published  List  for 
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1894,  has  been  shifted  6^  cables  S.  840  W., 
magnetic,  from  its  former  position. 

* 

Notice  No.  286,  China  Sea  River  Chinkiang 
District,  says  : — North  Tree  Beacon  Light : — 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  North  Tree 
Beacon  Light  has  been  shifted  200  yards  N. 
500  E.  from  its  last  position,  in  consequence  of 
the  washing  away  of  the  river  bank. 


SCEPTRED  M.P.'S. 

The  Keitai  Zasshi  offers  a  quaint  but  evident- 
ly serious  suggestion,  namely,  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Diet  should  carry  a  sceptre.  Our 
contemporary's  idea  is  to  devise  some  instru- 
ment which  shall  serve  at  once  as  a  badge  of 
dignity  and  as  a  protection  against  soshi.  The 
soshi  can  not  be  exterminated,  in  the  Keizai's 
opinion.  A  terror  to  politicians,  they  are  never- 
theless employed  by  politicians  themselves,  and 
moreover,  whether  because  they  represent  a 
remnant  of  the  old  feudal  spirit  of  fighting,  or 
whether  they  have  an  undefinable  claim  to  pub- 
lic favour,  there  is  evidently  something  about 
them  that  commands  a  measure  of  popularity 
Granted,  then,  that  the  soshi  are,  for  the  mo- 
ment, inevitable,  how  is  an  M.P.  to  be  secured 
against  their  assaults.  Under  the  Tang  dynasty 
is  was  customary  with  Chinese  courtiers  to 
carry  a  sceptre.  Here  is  a  venerable  precedent. 
A  sceptre,  shrewdly  constructed,  would  play  the 
dual  part  of  an  ornamental  distinction  and  of  a 
very  effective  weapon.  A  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  might  have  the  gratification 
of  breaking  a  soshi' s  head  instead  of  having  his 
own  head  broken  by  a  soshi. 


THE   INCANDESCENT  GAS-LIGHT. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Janni  has  made  a 
proposal  to  the  Gas  Committee  to  install  his  in- 
candescent lamp  along  the  public  thoroughfares 
of  the  Settlement  and  the  Bluff.  A  specimen  of 
theproposednewlamp  has  been  erected  opposite 
No.  75,  and  residents  can  easily  see  forthemselves 
the  great  superiority  of  the  new  lamp  over  the  old, 
the  increase  being  over  70  per  cent.  The  in- 
candescent  gas-lamp  is  making  its  way  in  this 
town,  among  the  latest  installations  being  the 
Club'  Hotel,  where  the  new  illuminant  has 
supplanted  the  electric  light.  The  new  system 
is  most  effective  and  gives  a  much  better  light 
at  a  greatly  reduced  price.  After  a  three-months 
trial  the  Imperial  Railway  have,  given  a  contract 
to  Mr.  Janni  to  light  Shimbashi  and  Yokohama 
stations.  


THE  UNIMPORTANCE   OF  EDUCATION- 

The  headman  of  one  of  the  Tokyo  urban  dis- 
tricts, says  a  metropolitan  contemporary,  pays 
but  little  held  to  the  needs  of  the  educational 
institutions  under  his  supervision,  the  conse- 
quence being  that  the  Government  schools  of 
that  district  are  lax  both  in  management  and 
instruction.  One-half  of  the  children  of  the 
locality  have  thus  been  compelled  to  enter 
private  schools.  Many  people  have  advised  the 
headman  to  pay  greater  attention  to  this  branch 
of  his  duties,  but  he  invariably  replies  that  he 
has  more  important  matters  to  look  after  and 
that  education,  being  of  very  slight  importance, 
ought  to  be  able  to  get  along  without  his  inter- 
ference. "  What  an  excellent  reply  !  "  sneers 
the  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun  ;  "  it  is  indeed  use- 
less to  proffer  advice  to  so  sage  a  man." 


MOROCCO. 

It  would  appear,  notwithstanding  the  elect- 
ion of  a  new  Sultan  to  fill  the  throne  of  Morocco, 
rendered  vacant  by  the  decease  of  Muley  Has- 
san that  trouble  is  still  expected  in  the  old-time 
Bar'bary  State.  Great  Britain  has  supplemented 
her  solitary  gun-boat  by  three  powerful  vessels. 
Of  the  three  ironclads  detailed  for  service  at 
Tetuan,  which  is  a  seaport  town  of  great  anti- 
quity and  gives  the  name  to  an  extensive  bay 
on  the  north  coast  of  Morocco,  the  Sansparetl 
is  a  twin-screw  armoured  battleship  of  the  first 
class  and  flagship  of  the  British  Mediterranean 
fleet.'  The  Howe  is  well  known  to  the  public 
for  her  many  grounding  misfortunes.  She  is  of 
the  same   imposing  calibre  as   the  flagship, 


though  not  quite  so  speedy.  The  Spartan  is  a 
twin-screw  cruiser  of  the  2nd  class,  with  a 
thousand  tons  less  displacement  than  the  Severn, 
but  of  nearly  double  the  horse-power. 


RAILWAY  FARES. 

The  Nippon  Railway  Company  set  the  example, 
last  summer,  of  making  drastic  reductions  in 
fares  by  excursion  trains.  It  allowed  a  discount 
of  50  per  cent,  to  persons  travelling  from  Tokyo 
to  Nikko  by  such  trains.  The  experiment 
proved  successful,  the  number  of  passengers 
being  more  than  doubled.  A  resolute  departure 
in  the  same  direction  has  now  been  made  by 
the  Sanyo  Railway  Company.  The  section  of 
its  line  between  Mihara  and  Hiroshima,  a  dis- 
tance of  47  miles,  having  been  opened  for 
traffic,  the  Company  advertises  that,  during  a 
period  of  10  days  commencing  from  the  10th 
of  this  month,  passengers  will  be  carried  from 
Kobe  to  Hiroshima  (190  miles)  for  30  sen, 
third  class,  50  sen  second  class ;  and  1  yen 
first  class. 


DR.  KITAZATO  DISCOVERY. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Kanagawa  Pre- 
fectural  Police  Office  we  learn  that  a  telegram 
was  received  by  the  Home  Minister  yesterday 
(19th),  to  the  effect  that  Dr.  Kitazato,  one  of 
the  Government  commissioners  lately  sent  to 
Hongkong,  has  succeeded  in  discovering  the 
cause  of  the  pest.  The  message  gives  no  fur- 
ther information  or  particulars.  Dr.  Kitazato, 
whose  brilliant  researches  on  tetanus  in  par- 
ticular have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  world's  bacteriologists,  is  now  work- 
ing in  virgin  soil,  for  no  opportunities  have  of 
late  years  occurred  where  modern  methods 
could  be  brought  into  use.  Our  knowledge  of 
the  man  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  discovery 
so  briefly  announced  may  prove  one  of  the 
greatest  moment,  for  in  the  fight  against  infec- 
tious disease,  the  location  of  the  cause  is  the 
necessary  antecedent  to  its  destruction. 


THE  OUTBREAK.  OF  SMALL-POX  IN  ASAKUSA. 

According  to  the  Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun,  since 
the  1 5th  of  last  month  twelve  persons  in  Asakusa 
District  have  contracted  small-pox,  of  whom 
two  have  succumbed.  The  first  sufferer  was  a 
little  girl  of  three  years,  the  daughter  of  a  poor 
woman  living  at  No..  3,  Nishi  Torigoe-cho.  She 
was  taken  with  a  high  fever  on  the  15th  ultimo 
and  was  evidently  very  sick,  yet  her  mother  was 
too  poor  to  afford  medical  aid,  and  the  child 
died  on  the  21st.  A  physician's  certificate  being 
necessary  before  interment  could  follow,  one  of 
the  local  physicians  was  called  to  in  give  his 
opinion,  when  the  true  nature  of  the  disease 
became  at  once  apparent.  Up  to  the  13th  in- 
stant, eleven  fresh  cases  had  appeared,  four 
being  children  of  tender  years  and  adults.  One 
of  the  former  died  after  a  short  illness. 


A  TRAD AL  DISPUTE. 

The  Kokkai  has  a  note  written  in  a  jubilant 
strain.  It  says  that  the  dispute  recently  record- 
ed between  some  Japanese  merchants  and 
Messrs.  Otto  Reimers  and  Co.,  has  been  settled 
by  the  lalter's  yielding.  As  to  the  nature  of  the 
question  at  issue  nothing  has  been  said  in  the 
vernacular  press,  but  it  is  now  asserted  that  the 
final  action  of  the  German  firm  was  greatly  dif- 
ferent from  the  arbitrary  line  taken  by  it  at  the 
outset.  Being  ignorant  of  the  particulars,  we 
can  not  formany  conjecture  as  to  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  the  affair,  but  it  is  pleasant  to  learn 
that  things  have  been  settled  peacefully. 


MADAME   MINNIE   H AUK  IN  TOKYO. 

Madame  Minnie  Hauk  was  ,the  object  of  a 
very  delicate  attention  at  Tokyo  yesterday.  The 
Society  of  amateurs  of  the  Nogaku,  one  of  the 
most  aristocratic  bodies  of  Japan,  extended  to 
her  an  invitation  to  assist  at  a  representation 
of  Nogaku,  to  be  given  in  her  honour  at 
the  Nogakudo,  Shiba.  Most  of  the  members 
of  the  Society,  including  several  princes  and 
the"chief  dignitaries  of  the  Imperial  Household, 
were  present  at  this  performance  which  con- 
sisted of  the  ancient  opera  "Kan-Tan,"  the 


comic  opera  "  Utsubozaru "  and  the  play 
"Momijigari"  given  by  leading  actors  in 
magnificent  costumes.  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee kindly  interpreted  the  plays  and  gave  the 
required  explanations.  The  interesting  per- 
formance, to  which  a  large  number  of  invita- 
tions had  been  extended  to  members  of  the 
Society  (Madame  Minnie  Hauk  and  her  hus- 
band being  the  only  Europeans  present),  termi- 
nated with  a  pleasant  tea  party  at  the  Park  Club 
at  which  the  chief  actors  were  presented  to  Mme. 
Hauk.  She  expressed  herself  highly  gratified 
and  delighted  with  theentire  performance.  Herr 
von  Hesse-Wartegg  will  be  received  by  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  in  a  special  audience  to-day. 


AUSTRALIA  AND  JAPAN. 

Mr.  Sidney  H.  Rowe  and  Mr.  J.  Kelly  of  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Customs,  Melbourne, 
Victoria,  who  are  the  official  representatives  of 
the  Government  of  Victoria,  arrived  in  Yoko- 
hama per  Kobe  Martt  on  Friday.  They  are 
now  staying  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  but  on 
Monday  proceed  to  Tokyo  to  present  their 
credentials  to  the  British  Charge*  d'Affaires. 
It  is  the  intention  of  these  gentlemen  to  dis- 
cover wherein  the  trade  between  Japan  and 
Australia  can  be  promoted  and  they  will  be 
pleased  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  foreign  mer- 
chants in  the  Treaty  Ports  so  as  to  present  an 
authoritative  report  to  the.  home  Government. 


THE  TOKYO  WATERWORKS. 

We  read  in  the  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  that  al- 
though among  the  tenders  recently  submitted 
for  a  supply  of  iron  pipes  for  the  Tokyo  Water- 
works, that  of  Messrs.  Raspe  and  Company  was 
the  lowest,  the  pipes  specified  in  that  firm's 
tender  being  of  Belgian  manufacture  could  not 
be  conveniently  employed  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  material  for  the  works.  It  is  therefore 
expected  that  Messrs.  Raspe  and  Company's 
tender  will  be  set  aside,  and  that  the  contract  will 
be  given  to  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha. 


TIMELY  FORETHOUGHT. 

Several  metropolitan  Ko  Shimbunshi  have  re- 
cently been  giving  lists  of  Korean  words  and 
phrases,  the  Korean  words  being  transliterated 
with  kana  and  not  very  correctly.  The  reason 
for  doing  this,  they  naively  remark,  is  because 
"  it  is  probable  that  the  Peninsula  will  shortly 
become  a  Japanese  dependency,  in  which  case 
it  is  desirable  that  people  should  know  how  to 
carry  on  an  ordinary  conversation  with  the  new 
subjects  of  the  Empire."  This  is  taking  Time 
by  the  forelock  with  a  vengeance. 


FATAL  ACCIDENT. 

A  fatal  accident  occurred  in  Kobe  on  Friday 
whereby  a  sendo  lost  his  life.  The  P.  &  O. 
steamer  Ancona  was  going  alongside  the  pier, 
when  the  sendo  got  foul  of  the  hauling  line  and 
was  precipitated  into  the  water.  Just  then  the 
steamer  backed  and  the  propeller  striking  the 
poor  fellow's  leg  cut  it  off  close  to  the  trunk. 
The  man  died  almost  immediately.  No  blame 
attaches  to  the  steamship. 


D'ARC'S  MARIONETTES. 

The  D'Arc  Marionettes  bring  a  very  successful 
season  in  the  Asakusa  Theatre  to  a  close  on 
Sunday,  and  re-open  in  Kanda  Hall  on  Thurs- 
day next.  This  theatre  is  very  handily  situated 
for  foreign  visitors,  being  only  ten  minutes  ride 
from  the  Imperial,  Hotel. 


SIR  EDWIN  ARNOLD. 

In  a  recent  interview  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  said, 
"Japan,  I  think,  I  shall  never  see  again  ;  but 
India  tempts  me  always.  Meanwhile,  this  busy, 
varied  life  we  lead  in  London  is  full  of  fascina- 
tion equally  for  the  bee  as  for  the  butterfly." 


st.  Andrew's  church,  tokto. 
Owing  to  the  damages  sustained  by  St.  An- 
drew's Church  in  the  recent  Earthquake,  the 
Sunday  morning  service  will  be  held  in  the  St. 
Andrew's  school  and  the  daily  services  in  the 
Chapel  of  St.  Andrew's  House. 
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THE  GENERAL  MEETING  OF  THE 
EDUCATIONAL  SOCIETY  OF  JAPAN. 
 » — 

The  Educational  Society  of  Japan  held  its 
annual  general  meeting  in  the  Society's  Offices, 
Hitotsubashi-dori,  Kanda,  on  the  161I1  and  17th 
instant.     Discussion  of  a  most  animated  cha- 
racter took  place  ;  so  animated  that  the  Nippon, 
h  journal,  be  it  remembered,  always  disposed  to 
regard  the  doings  of  the  Society  with  critical 
eyes,  declares  that  the  affair  rivalled  the  debates 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  latter's 
most  tumultous  and  excited  mood.     It  does  in 
truth  seem  that  the  Society's  proceeding  bore  a 
close  resemblance  to  those  of  the  Diet  when  the 
latter  is  in  an  evil  mood.  In  order  to  understand 
the  case,  it  has  to  be  noted  that  there  are  two 
parties  in  the  Society,  one  composed  of  educa- 
tionalists not  in  the  Government  service.  These 
men  are  connected  with  educational  journals 
published  in  Tokyo.     They  show  a  strong  dis- 
position to  discuss  the  political  side  of  educa- 
tional affairs,  and  to  regard  with  unfriendly  eyes 
the  proceedings   of   ihe  present  educational 
authorities.  The  other  party  consists  either  of  per- 
sons in  Government  service,  or  of  persons  who, 
though  not  in  office,  hold  moderate  views,  and 
maintain  that  educationalists  should  avoid  medd- 
ling with  political  affairs  and  should  confine 
themselves  strictly  within  theirown  special  sphere. 
Last  year,  owing  to  certain  circumstances,  the 
views  of  the  extreme  educationists  obtained  the 
ascendency,  and  the  hitherto  smooth  relations 
between  the  Department  of  Education  and  the 
Society  were  somewhat  disturbed.   But  this  was 
only  for  a  short  while.    Better  and  more  mode- 
rale  views  prevailed   before   long,    and  the 
influential  portion  of  the  Society  with  Mr.  Tsuji, 
the  President,  at  its  head,  resolved  henceforth 
not  to  be  betrayed  into  interference  with  political 
matters.    Their  wise  and  rational  attitude  did 
not  find  favour,  however,  at  the  last  meeting. 
The  advocates  of  extreme  views,  taking  a  leaf 
out  of  the  book  of  parliamentary  agitators,  in- 
troduced an  urgency  motion  in  the  form  of  a 
Resolution  that  the  Society  deemed  it  of  para- 
mount and  pressing  importance  that  the  system 
of   giving  subsidies  from    the   Treasury  for 
supplementing  the  salaries  of  common-school 
teachers  of  long  service  should  be  at  once  put 
into  force.    The  introduction  of  the  resolution 
was  a  signal  for  a  debate  of  a  most  disor- 
derly and,  we  regret  to  learn,  highly  personal 
character.    The  President  remarked  that  he 
thought   the  discussion  of  such  a  measure 
by  the  Society  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
Notification  No.  11,  of  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation, issued  last  year,  and  that,  consequently, 
he  had  rejected  it  when  it  was  first  submitted  to 
him.    Seeing  that  the  introducer  and  supporters 
offthe  Bill  still  vehemently  insisted  on  having  it 
discussed  and  that  a  scene  of  great  uproar  con- 
sequently ensued  between  them  and  its  opposers, 
the  President  announced  that  he  should  vacate 
the  chair,  and  declared  the  meeting  closed  for 
the  day.    That  happened  on  the  16th  instant. 
On  the  following  day  Mr.  Tsuji  did  not  appear 
and  the  discussion  was  resumed  with  the  Vice- 
President  in  the  chair.    The  declaration  of 
the  President  that  he  should  resign  the  chair 
and    his   absence    on    the  subsequent  day 
appeared  to  have  produced  much  impression 
on   both   the  friends   and    the  foes   of  the 
measure.    Still  its  introducers  evidently  felt 
that  they  would  be  in  a  rather  awkward  and  even 
ignominous  position  if  they  withdrew  a  pro- 
position which  they  had  supported  so  vehemently 
on  the  preceding  day.    They  therefore  devised 
what  they  considered  an  ingenious  way  of  retreat, 
and  proposed  that  the  Society  should  seek  the 
opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Education  as  to  whe- 
ther it  might  discuss  the  measure.    A  strange 
idea  surely,  propounded  as  it   was  by  the 
very  members  who  only  the  day  before,  had 
advocated  the  proposition  with  such  zealous 
insistance.    The  bridge  of  retreat  was,  how- 
ever, accepted  by  the  majority — a  very  small 
majority, — their   conclusion   doubtless  being 
that  whatever  device  was  resorted  to  one  fate 
alone  was  in  store  for  the  measure  itself.  The 
two  days  of  meeting  were  not  entirely  wasted 
over  this  discussion.  Six  men  of  note  delivered 


lectures  on  various  topics,  and  a  decision  was  ar- 
rived at  to  confer  medals  on  17  educationalists, 
mostly  common  school  teachers,  of  long  and 
meritorious  services. 


CURRENT  TOPICS. 
 +  

The  real  nature  of  the  relations  between  the 
Cabinet  and  the  Radical  party  is  the  subject  of 
various  rumours.  Some  people  assert  that  there 
still  exists  an  understanding  between  the  two, 
while  others  say  that,  since  the  contemptible 
and  disgraceful  attack  on  Count  Inouye  by  the 
Radicals,  the  Cabinet's  altitude  toward  the  latter 
has  become  rather  unfriendly,  if  not  actually 
hostile.  The  latter  view  seems  to  prevail  among 
the  Progressionists.  One  of  their  organs,  the 
Mainichi  Shimbun,  for.  instance,  believes  that 
Count  Ito,  who  has  hitherto  been  supposed  to 
be  favourably  disposed  toward  the  Radical 
Party,  has  found  out  the  undesirability  of  such 
an  attitude  on  his  part,  and  is  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  induce  Count  Inouye  to 
resume  his  official  duties  at  the  Home  Office. 
As  to  Count  Inouye  himself,  our  contemporary 
believes  lhat  he  may  perhaps  consent  to  return 
to  the  capital  and  preside  over  the  conferences 
of  the  local  Governors  to  be  convened  before 
long.  Another  rumour  represents  Count  Ino- 
uye as  immovable  in  his  resolution  to  resign, 
and  adds  that,  in  the  event  of  his  resignation, 
his  portfolio  will  probably  be  held  by  Count 
Ito  in  addition  to  the  Premiership. 

There  is  a  big  project  or  foot  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  railway  lines  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Government.  The  principal  promoters 
of  the  scheme  are  Messrs  Shibusawa  Eiichi, 
President  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Nakami- 
gawa  Hikojiro,  manager  of  the  MiisuiBank,  and 
Suyenobu  Michinari.  On  the  16th  inst..  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Tokyo  were  called  together 
at  the  Imperial  Hotel.  A  Committee  of  Organi- 
zation was  appointed  from  among  those  present. 
The  Committee  included  the  above  mentioned 
three  gentlemen  and  ten  other  persons,  such  as 
Messrs.  Masuda  Takashi,  Watanabe  Hiromoto, 
Hara  Rokuro,  Imamura  Seinosuke  and  so  forth. 
It  is  a  question  whether  the  sale  of  the  State 
railways  to  a  private  company  would  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Government  and  the  Diet.  The 
Cabinet,  according  to  some  papers,  is  favour- 
able to  the  project,  but  opinion  seems  to  be 
divided  in  official  circles.  There  is  an  influen- 
tial section  in  the  Government  strongly  devoted 
to  the  doctrine  of  state  ownership  of  railways. 
These  persons  advocate  the  purchase  by  the 
Government  of  all  the  trunk  lines  throughout 
the  country.  As  to  the  Diet,  its  attitude  on  the 
subject  can  not  be  definitely  ascertained.  Nor 
have  the  papers  as  yet  declared  their  opinions,  so 
entirely  absorbed  are  they  by  the  Korean  affair. 
The  Nichi  Nicki  Shimbun  is  perhaps  the  only 
leading  journal  in  Tokyo  that  has  discussed  the 
matter.  Our  contemporary  in  opposed  to  the 
scheme.  Experience,  it  says,  does  not  war- 
rant the  conclusion  pressed  by  the  originators 
of  the  project,  that  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  railways  can  be  effected  more  ex- 
peditiously and  cheaply  by  private  companies 
than  by  the  Government.  Our  contemporary 
dwells  also  at  great  length  upon  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  enabling  a  big  private  company 
to  monopolise  an  extensive  system  of  railways. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
movement  now  on  foot  among  the  bankers  to 
get  the  term  of  the  operation  of  national  banks, 
which  is  soon  to  expire,  prolonged  for  another 
period.  A  Bill  on  the  subject  was  introduced 
by  the  Government  in  the  late  session  of  the 
Diet.  It  received  the  consent  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  before  it  could  be  con- 
sidered in  the  Upper  House,  the  Diet  was  dis- 
solved. The  bankers,  led  by  the  officials  of 
the  Nobles'  Bank,  are  now  said  to  be  hold- 
ing communications  with  the  members  of 
the  allied  Opposition  parties,  offering  to  give 
pecuniary  aid  to  the  latter  at  the  coming 
general  election,  if  they  promise  to  vote 
for  the  prolongation  of  the  period  of  the 
operation  of  the  banks'  action. 
As  to  the  probable  results  of  the  coming  gene- 


ral election,  the  Opposition  OTgSllf  are  confident 
of  a  decesive  victory  for  their  parties.  Count 
Okuma,  however,  does  not  entertain  such  ex- 
travagant hopes  of  success.  He  iH  reported  to 
have  told  a  certain  visitor  that  the  Opposition 
ought  not  lobe  too  confident  of  its  victory  in  the 
coming  elections.  With  each  successive  general 
election,  the  Government  has  become  more 
and  more  skilful  in  interfering  with  the  voting. 
It  must  be  remembered,  he  is  said  to  have  ob- 
served, that  the  Government  can  command  the 
service  of  a  mysterious  power.  It  is  owing  to 
the  influence  of  this  power  that  men  like  Mr. 
Inouye  Kakugoro  and  Mr.  Hoshi  Torn  can  al- 
ways count  upon  re-election.  It  is  this  power 
that  has  converted  the  Radicals  into  supporters 
of  the  clan  Government.  What  is  this  mys- 
terious power?    "  It  is  money,"  he  replied. 


KOREAN  AFFAIRS. 


The  report  that  the  insurgents'  stronghold  at 
Chou-ju  has  been  reduced  by  the  Government 
troops,  is  regarded  in  Tokyo  with  much  doubt. 
This  news  is  attributed  to  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment's desire  to  produce  a  favourable  impres- 
sion among  foreigners  as  to  the  situation.  The 
Jiji  Shimpds  correspondent  at  Soul,  however, 
telegraphs  that  the  rebels  have  abandoned  Chou- 
ju  and  retired  to  Kim-je,  a  town  some  twenty- 
five  miles  distant  from  the  former  place.  This 
intelligence  seems  moreprobable  than  the  former 
but  is  regarded  with  suspicion  by  the  Jiji  itself. 

According  to  correspondence  received  by 
the  Nichi  Nichi  from  Fusan,  the  insurrec- 
tion, instead  of  diminishing  in  influence,  is 
spreading  into  the  province  of  Chhung-Chhong- 
do.  The  Governor  of  the  province  reports  that 
the  Togaku-to  adherents  have  risen  in  arms  in 
various  places,  several  thousands  of  them  being 
assembled  at  a  prefectural  town  named  Chhong- 
san.  It  is  also  reported  that  the  Togaku-to  laid 
seige  to  the  town  of  Po-sum  in  Chhung- 
Chhong-do  on  the  1st  instant.  The  newly 
appointed  Governor  of  Ghol-la-do,  Mr.  Kim 
Kachin,  is  said  to  have  proceeded  as  far  as 
Kong-ju  on  the  1st  instant.  He  is  understood 
to  be  staying  there. 

The  Nichi  Nichi's  Fusan  correspondent  re- 
ports the  experience  of  a  Japanese  merchant 
of  Inchon,  who  recently  made  a  journey  to 
Chhung-Chhong-do.  On  his  way  he  was  captured 
by  ihe  rebels,  and,  after  undergoing  a  severe  flog- 
ging, was  brought  before  a  leader.  The  un- 
fortunate merchant  expected  to  be  despatched, 
but  was  surprised  by  being  set  at  liberty  by 
command  of  the  rebel  leader. 

The  correspondent  also  states  that  the  Go- 
vernment troops  entertain  strange  superstitious 
beliefs  about  the  rebels.  The  believe,  for  in- 
stance, that  the  Togaku-to  are  great  magicians 
and  can  evade  bullets  by  flying  through  the  air. 
They  are  also  said  to  believe  that  the  youthful 
leader  of  the  insurgents  has  such  brilliant  eyes 
that  any  one  encountering  his  glance  is  turned 
blind. 

According  to  the  latest  report,  it  is  stated  that 
China  is  going  to  send  another  batch  of  1,500 
troops,  thus  increasing  her  land  force  in  Korea 
to  3,000  in  all. 

The  Tokyo  News  Agency  reports  that  the 
Viceroy  Li  recently  despatched  a  number  of 
officials  to  Kai-ping  to  bring  about  the 

more  rapid  production  of  coals  in  view  of  pos- 
sible complications  in  Korea. 

Loud  complaints  are  uttered  at  the  delay  that 
takes  place  in  the  li ansmission  of  telegraphic 
messages  from  Soul  to  Japan  via  the  Wi-ju 
line.  Ordinarily  a  few  hours  are  sufficient  for 
the  purpose,  but  of  late  as  many  as  from  40  to  50 
hours  are  said  to  elapse  before  a  telegram  is 
received  in  Tokyo. 

The  Japanese  forces,  which  landed  at  In- 
chhon  on  the  12th  instant,  were  divided  into 
two  parties,  the  smaller  proceeding  on  the  follow- 
ing day  to  Soul,  and  the  other  remaining  at  the 
port  billeted  in  the  houses  of  the  Japanese  re- 
sidents. The  head-quarters  of  the  army  will  be 
established  in  the  neighbourhood  of  In-chhon. 

The  Japanese  war  vessels  in  Korean  waters  are 
ten  in  all.    Thy  are  the  Matsushima  (flagship), 
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Yoshino,  Yamato,  Musashi,  la^ao,  Chiyoda, 
Tsukushi,  Akagi,  Chokai,  and  Yaeyatna. 

The  merchant  ships  requisitioned  by  the  Go- 
vernment as  transports  are  14  in  all,  10  from 
the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  and  two  each  from 
the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  and  Mitsui  Bussan 
Kaisha. 

The  facts  about  the  mobilization  of  the  troops 
sent  to  Korea,  are  not  yet  definitely  known.  But 
it  is  supposed  that  the  decision  to  send  troops 
having  been  taken  on  the  3rd  instant,  every- 
thing was  ready  for  the  shipment  of  troops  by 
the  6th.  But  the  vessels  requisitioned  by  the 
Government  could  not  be  brought  together  at 
once,  as  many  of  them  were  on  voyages  in  dis- 
tant seas.  The  shipping  of  troops,  provisions, 
and  other  necessary  material,  was  commenced 
on  the  6th  instant,  and  went  on  for  two  or 
three  days  as  fast  as  the  vessels  arrived  at  the 
rendezvous,  the  port  of  Ujima.  The  transports 
crossed  the  sea  in  squadrons  of  twos  and  threes, 
but  the  landing  of  troops  did  not  take  place 
until  the  last  ship  had  arrived.  Such  seems  to 
be  a  general  outline  of  the  course  pursued  in 
sending  the  troops  to  Korea. 

The  entrance  of  Japanese  troops  into  Soul 
has  already  been  reported.  A  later  telegram 
contains  some  details  about  the  matter.  The 
road  between  In-chhon  and  Soul  is  said  to  have 
been  lined  on  both  sides  with  crowds  of  Koreans 
to  see  the  passage  of  the  Japanese  force.  The 
Japanese  residents  in  Soul  came  out  of  the  city 
to  welcome  their  protectors,  and  the  quarters  of 
the  Japanese  army  in  the  capital  are  said  to  have 
been  surrounded  with  dense  crowds  of  admiring 
Koreans.  The  Japanese  troops  are  kept  under 
strict  control,  and  their  excellent  discipline  is 
reported  to  have  evoked  the  admiration  of  the 
European  and  American  residents.  On  the 
13th  and  the  14th  instant,  the  troops  were  al- 
lowed to  rest,  and  ordinary  drills  were  to  be 
commenced  from  the  15th. 

Subsequent  reports  seem  to  confirm  the  alleg- 
ed recovery  of  Chou-ju  by  the  Government 
troops,  but  no  details  are  as  yet  to  hand  about 
the  manner  in  which  that  important  stronghold 
was  won  back  from  the  rebels.  Nor  can  the 
news  of  its  recovery  be  regarded  as  fully  es- 
tablished. All  telegrams  are  couched  in 
language  indicating  more  or  less  reservation. 

Hong  Tjyong-ou,  the  murderer  of  the  late 
Kim  Ok-kyiin,  who  recently  passed  successfully 
the  Civil  Service  Examination,  is  said  to  be  ex- 
pecting a  commission  in  the  Army.  He  is  re- 
garded as  the  greatest  hero  of  the  day 
by  the  Korean  people,  who  believe  that 
even  the  Togaku-to  will  have  no  courage  to 
fight  against  so  valiant  a  man. 

At  Fusan,  the  Japanese  residents  are  said  to 
be  calm  and  free  from  excitement.  There  is  in 
the  settlement  a  volunteer  corps  consisting  of 
men  who  have  served  in  the  Army.  Their 
number  is  put  at  about  two  hundred.  In  ordin- 
ary times  they  are  engaged  in  various  occupa- 
tions, but  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  they  are 
said  to  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  take  up 
arms  and  defend  the  colony:  Similar  organi- 
zations are  stated  to  exist  at  In-chhon  and  Won- 
san  (Gen-san). 

The  following  telegram  was  receive!  by  the 
Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun  from  its  Soul  correspon- 
dent on  the  16th  instant: — 

"The  Chinese  troops  about  1,500  strong 
are  still  encamped  at  A-san.  Although  it  is 
rumoured  that  China  intends  to  send  4,000  or 
5,000  toops  more  from  Wei-kai-wei  and  Taku, 
none  have  yet  arrived  in  this  country.  Neither 
does  the  rumour  receive  much  credit.  The 
Chinese  troops  at  A-san  are  merely  looking  on, 
and  have  not  had  a  single  engagement  with  the 
Togaku-to.  Perhaps  they  fear  that  if  they 
march  against  the  rebels,  their  example  may  be 
followed  by  the  Japanese.  A  small  detachment 
has,  however,  been  despatched  to  Kong-ju,  a 
place  where  there  are  no  rebels.  The  Korean 
Government  is  maintaining  strict  secrecy  about 
the  actual  state  of  affairs,  always  declaring  that 
the  Togaku-to  has  been  partially  subdued. 
But  the  people  in  general  take  a  serious  view 
of  the  situation.  The  prevailing  idea  is  that  so 
long  as  the  causes  of  the  disturbance  remain 


unremedied,  things  may  at  any  moment  assume 
a  critical  character." 

Concerning  the  rumoured  entrance  of  Chinese 
troops  into  Soul,  the  Tokyo  News  Agency  re- 
ports that  it  is  definitely  known  that  no  such 
thing  had  taken  place  up  to  the  13th  instant. 
Since  that  date,  the  wires  have  not  been  working 
and  no  message  has  been  received  from  Soul. 
We  are,  however,  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
News'  information  about  the  stoppage  of  the 
wires  is  untrustworthy,  for,  as  stated  in  our  last 
issue,  telegrams  dated  the  14th  instant  were 
received  in  Tokyo. 

The  News  Agency  also  states  that  a  detach- 
ment of  Chinese  troops  was  recently  despatched 
from  A-san  to  Kang-ju  ;  but  no  such  place  is 
found  on  the  map  published  by  the  Japanese 
General  Staff.  Possibly  Kong-ju  is  meant.  It 
is  a  small  prefectural  town  about  25  miles  from 
A-san.  The  News  Agency  ought  to  be  more 
careful  about  its  geography. 

As  to  the  actual  strength  of  the  Chinese  force 
at  A-san,  reports  vary.  Some  put  it  at  3,000  ; 
others  at  1,000.  The  truth  seems  to  lie  between 
the  two.  The  latest  report  estimates  the  num- 
at  2,100,  inclusive  of  the  detachment  sent  to 
Kong-ju. 

The  Tokyo  News  Agency  reports  that  the 
following  telegram  was  received  in  Tokyo,  under 
date  Shanghai,  June  17,  a.m.: — "The  rumour 
that  5,000  to  6,000  troops  are  to  be  sent  to 
Korea  from  Wei-hai-wei  and  other  places,  is 
not  true.  Unless  things  develop  a  serious  as- 
pect, the  Chinese  Government  will  not  increase 
its  troops  in  Korea.  Intelligence  was  received 
last  night  that  the  Wi-ju  line  had  been  stopped. 
Officials  have  been  sent  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  stoppage  and  effect  repairs." 

Concerning  the  situation  in  Korea,  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbnn  states  that,  according  to  its  in- 
formation, the  apparent  inactivity  of  the  rebels 
is  the  result  of  advice  received  from  their  friends 
in  Soul.  It  appears,  according  to  our  contem- 
porary, that  a  large  section  of  the  official  class 
in  the  capital  is  in  sympathy  and  communica- 
tion with  the  rebels.  These  officials,  being  afraid 
of  the  interference  of  Japanese  and  Chinese 
troops,  are  believed  to  have  advised  the  rebels 
to  refrain  from  any  further  advance  upon  the 
capital.  The  inactivity  of  the  Chinese  troops  is 
also  ascribed  to  a  fear  lest,  by  marching  against 
the  Tokagu-to,  the  animosity  of  a  powerful  fac- 
tion in  Soul  might  be  roused." 

The  detachment  sent  to  Fusan  by  the  Higo 
Maru  is  said  to  be  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Harano.  It  numbers  about  two  hun- 
dred. Two  hours  after  the  departure  of  the 
Higo  Maru  from  the  port  of  Ujina,  another 
transport,  the  Sakata  Maru,  is  reported  to  have 
left  the  same  port  with  600  soldiers  on  board. 
The  destination  of  the  latter  ship  is  not  known. 
The  troops  despatched  to  Fusan  are  said  to 
belong  to  the  First  Reserve. 

Three  more  ships  belonging  to  the  Yusen 
Kaisha  have  been  requisitioned  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  transports.  They  are  the  Mikawa  Maru, 
the  Sagaini  Maru,  and  the  Takasago  Maru. 
These  vessels  are  to  repair  to  the  port  of  Ujina. 
The  addition  of  these  ships  brings  the  number 
of  transports  to  seventeen  in  all. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo's  correspondent  furnishes 
us  with  some  details  about  the  shipping  of  troops 
at  Ujina.  Upon  the  receipt  of  orders  to  send 
troops  to  Korea,  the  Commander  of  the  Gar- 
rison at  Hiroshima  at  once  called  out  the 
Reserves,  so  that,  when  the  Corps  d' Armee  left 
for  Korea,  its  place  was  filled  by  the  Reserves. 
We  staled  in  a  former  issue  that  the  shipping  of 
troops  commenced  from  the  6lh  instant,  but  the 
Jijis  correspondent  tells  us  that  the  process 
commenced  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant, 
when  the  Wakanoura  Maru  left  with  the  first 
batch  of  men.  By  the  evening  of  the  following 
day  the  rest  of  the  requisitioned  vessels  had  all 
arrived  at  Ujina.  Everything  having  been  fully 
prepared,  the  work  of  embarkation  went  on  with 
remarkable  rapidity,  so  that  by  6  a.m.  on  the 
nth  instant,  the  last  transport  had  departed 
from  the  port.  The  troops  were  marched  to 
the  port  of  Ujina  from  the  Garrison  at  Hiro- 
shima in  several  sections  on  three  successive 
days,  the  9U1, 10th,  and  nth.  Great  enthusiasm 


is  said  to  have  been  manifested  by  the  citizens 
of  Hiroshima  and  the  people  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. National  flags  decorated  every  house  in 
the  city,  and  the  whole  distance  between  the 
Garrison  and  Ujina  was  lined  with  crowds  of 
people  eager  to  bid  farewell  to  the  departing 
soldiers.  At  several  places  on  the  road,  the 
good  people  of  the  locality  provided  drinking 
water  for  the  use  of  the  men  and  horses. 
A  large  number  of  civilians  asked  for  permis- 
sion to  accompany  the  army  as  volunteers,  but 
there  being  as  yet  no  necessity  for  their  services, 
leave  was  not  granted. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Fukushima  and  Major 
Ichinohe  have  gone  to  Korea.  Having  no  direct 
connection  with  the  forces  sent  thither,  they  are 
supposed  to  be  charged  with  some  indepen- 
dent mission. 

Of  all  the  correspondence  sent  from  Korea,  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Kubota  Beisen  and  his  son  Seisai, 
appearing  in  the  Kokumin  Shimbun,  are  per- 
haps the  most  interesting,  being  copiously 
illustrated  with  life-like  pictures  by  the  two 
distinguished  artists.  Thus  far  their  pictorial 
correspondence  refers  only  to  what  they  saw 
in  their  passage  through  the  Inland  Sea.  The 
younger  Mr.  Kubota  relates  in  his  letter  from 
Hiroshima  that,  on  his  voyage  thither  from 
Hiroshima,  he  was  introduced  to  a  Japanese 
merchant  at  In-chhon,  in  whose  store  the  now 
famous  Tanaka  Jiro,  a  leader  in  the  Togaku-to 
camp,  served  as  a  banto.  The  merchant  told 
the  correspondent  that  Tanaka  is  nearly  forty 
years  of  age.  Sometime  in  December  last,  he 
was  sent  on  business  to  the  province  of  Hwang- 
kai-do.  He  returned  to  In-chhon  in  March, 
and  asked  to  have  his  contract  cancelled,  with- 
out assigning  any  reason  for  his  request. 
On  taking  leave,  he  informed  his  late  master  that 
they  would  in  all  probability  never  meet  again. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  In-chhon  merchant,  beside 
Tanaka  several  soshi  belonging  to  the  Genyo- 
sha  of  Fukuoka  are  in  the  rebel  camp.  These 
soshi,  he  is  said  to  have  further  stated,  are  under 
the  leadership  of  a  Japanese  who  once  killed  a 
Chinese  at  Shanghai  and  was  acquitted  by  the 
Law  Courts. 

The  original  report  that  the  Japanese  army 
sent  to  Korea  had  landed  at  In-chhon  on  the 
1 2th  instant  seems  to  have  been  incorrect.  Ac- 
cording to  an  extra  published  by  the  Nichi 
Nichi  Shimbun  on  the  19th  instant,  the  Go- 
vernment in  Tokyo  is  said  to  have  received  that 
day  the  following  telegram,  dated  In-chhon, 
June  1 6th  : — 

"The  ships  all  arrived  here  during  the  fore- 
noon of  yesterday  and  to-day.  The  troops  will 
remain  some  time  at  In-chhon.  The  com- 
mander of  the  army,  Major-General  Oshima, 
will  enter  Soul  on  the  r  8th  instant." 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  message  was 
carried  by  mail  to  Moji,  where  it  was  transmit- 
ted by  wire.  From  the  telegram  it  appears 
that  although  the  principal  part  of  the  army 
reached  In-chhon  on  the  12  th  instant,  a  few 
Companies  had  to  be  transported  by  ships 
subsequently  requisitioned  by  the  Government. 
Major-General  Oshima,  having  left  Ujina  in 
one  of  the  transports  that  set  out  earliest,  must 
have  reached  In-chhon  on  the  12th. 

Correspondence  received  from  In-chhon  by 
the  Tokyo  News  Agency,  dated  the  6th  instant, 
contains  some  particulars  about  the  landing  and 
the  doings  of  the  Chinese  troops.  It  has  hitherto 
been  stated  that  they  landed  at  A-san,  but  that 
report  was  from  the  first  regarded  as  inaccurate, 
since  the  prefectural  town  of  A-san  is  some 
distance  from  the  sea-shore.  From  a  letter 
forwarded  by  the  News  Agency,  we  learn 
that  the  landing  was  really  effected  at  a  port 
called  Paik-S6k-pho,  but  no  information  is  given 
as  to  the  exact  dale  when  the  Chinese  vessels 
with  the  troops  on  board  arrived.  It  seems, 
however,  that  their  arrival  was  not  later  than 
the  4th  instant,  for  their  presence  in  the  toad- 
stead  off  Paik-sok-pho  on  the  5th  is  incidental- 
ly alluded  to  in  the  desultory  correspondence 
before  us.  Neither  is  it  certain  exactly  when 
the  landing  took  place.  But  we  may  conclude 
that  the  troops  were  still  on  board  the  ships  at 
the  date  of  the  letter,  namely,  the  6th  instant. 
The  writer,  who  is  described  as  a  merchant  at 
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In-chhon,  was  at  that  d»ta  only  ;t  few  miles 
from  I'aik-sok-pho.  lie  states  tliat  the  local 
Korean  authorities,  acting  under  the  orders  of 
the  Chinese  commander,  were  levying  forced 
contributions  of  money  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  disembarkation  of  the  Chinese  troops. 
The  services  of  coolies  also  were  requisition- 
ed. Twenty  junks  lying  in  the  harbour  were 
seized  by  the  Chinese  to  be  used  for  the 
landing.  Ten  of  these  junks  had  come  into 
the  port  to  convey  tribute  rice.  It  had  original- 
ly been  intended  by  the  Chinese  officers  to  lay 
a  telegraph  line  from  A-san  to  Chhon-an,  but 
the  project  was  abandoned  in  obedience  to  in- 
structions from  their  Minister  at  Soul.  The 
correspondence  before  us  indicates  that  it 
was  from  the  first  the  purpose  of  the  Chi- 
nese troops  to  march  to  Kong-ju,  for  efforts 
were  being  made  by  the  local  Korean  offi- 
cials to  collect  a  sufficient  number  of  pack 
horses  to  convey  baggage  thither.  It  is  evident 
from  these  circumstances  that  the  Chinese  force 
is  maintaining  itself  at  the  expense  of  the 
Koreans. 

Nothing  is  reported  about  the  doings  of  the 
rebels.  There  being  no  news  of  their  defeat  by 
theGovernment  troops,  the  inference  would  seem 
to  be  that  they  are  still  holding  their  ground. 

According  to  the  Chosen  Shimpo  (a  Japan- 
ese paper  published  at  In-chhon)  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, the  Korean  King  has  issued  a  second 
proclamation  to  the  officials  of  his  Court.  His 
Majesty  expresses  himself  profoundly  pained  by 
the  loud  complaints  among  his  subjects  against 
their  rulers.  He  frankly  admits  that  the  blame 
rests  with  the  greedy  and  unscrupulous  officials 
in  the  provinces.  The  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
are,  therefore,  ordered  to  lose  no  time  in  dis- 
missing from  office  every  functionary  guilty  of 
maladministration.  As  to  officials  guilty  of 
graver  offences,  they  are  to  be  arraigned  before 
criminal  tribunals  and  condemned  to  proper 
punishments.  Such  an  attitude  on  the  part  of 
the  king,  coupled  possibly  as  the  Nichi  Nichi 
thinks,  with  secret  communications  from  their 
friends  in  Soul,  may  have  induced  the  rebels  to 
suspend  active  operations  against  the  Govern- 
ment troops. 

The  Chosen  Shimpo  states  that  emissaries  of 
the  rebels  are  busily  engaged  canvassing 
throughout  the  country.  They  circulate  exag- 
gerated rumours  about  the  strength  of  the 
Togaku-to  and  the  mysterious  powers  possessed 
by  many  of  their  leaders.  The  emissaries  are 
said  to  assume  three  or  four  different  disguises 
in  the  course  of  one  day.  According  to  our 
In-chhon  contemporary,  their  stories  are  readily 
credited  by  the  people. 

The  same  paper  gives  some  details  about  the 
fall  of  the  Government  stronghold  at  Chon-ju 
and  the  despatch  of  troops  by  the  Government. 
But  these  things  have  already  been  noticed  in 
our  columns  more  than  once.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  item  that  has  not  yet  been  reported 
by  any  of  the  Japanese  correspondents,  namely, 
the  murder  by  the  rebels  of  the  Royal  messen- 
ger and  suite,  six  persons  in  all,  sent  by  the 
King  to  the  troops  stationed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chon-ju.  The  date  of  the  crime  is  not 
given,  but  it  seems  probable  that  the  event 
took  place  shortly  after  the  fall  of  Chon-ju 
into  the  rebels'  hand. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  publishes  some  details 
about  a  fruitless  attempt  made  by  the  Chinese 
Resident  Mr.  Yuan  to  prevent  the  entrance 
into  Soul  of  a  party  of  Japanese  marines.  When 
it  became  known  in  the  Korean  capital  that  the 
Japanese  Minister,  Mr.  Otori,  was  about  to 
proceed  thither  from  In-chhon  at  the  head  of 
several  hundred  marines,  a  Cabinet  Council 
was  at  once  called  to  debate  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  entrance  of  the  Japanese  force.  It  was 
decided  that,  since  the  apprehended  entrance 
of  Japanese  marines  was  the  result  of  an  appli- 
cation made  by  Korea  to  China  for  aid  in  the 
supression  of  the  revolt,  the  despatch  of  further 
troops  from  the  lattercountryshouldbe  declined. 
It  was  also  decided  that  the  Minister  of  State 
originally  concerned  in  making  the  application 
to  China  should  be  sacrificed  in  order  to  con- 
vince the  Japanese  that  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment had  always  been  and  was  slill  opposed  to 


the  project  of  asking  for  foreign  aid  for  the  sup- 
pression of  a  domestic  insurrection.  Consulted 
on  the  subject,  the  Chinese  Resident  refused  lo 
slop  the  despatch  of  troops  from  his  country, 
but  offered  to  go  himself  to  In-chhon  and  pur- 
suade  Mr.  Otori  to  desist  from  taking  marines 
with  him  to  Soul.  As  it  rained  heavily  on  that 
day,  lie  deferred  his  departure  for  In-chhon  till 
the  following  day,  thinking  that  the  Japanese 
would  not  march  in  such  inclement  wea- 
ther. But  in  this  he  was  mistaken,  for  the 
marines  entered  Soul  that  day  despite  of  rain 
and  storm.  It  had  taken  them  only  an 
hour  to  effect  a  landing.  On  being  formed 
into  line  at  the  landing  place,  they  gave 
three  cheers  by  way  of  prelude  to  their  jour- 
ney. The  guns  were  conveyed  by  a  steam 
boat  up  the  Han-gan  and  landed  at  Yang-hwa- 
chin.  The  marines  camped  on  a  hill  at  the 
back  of  the  Japanese  Legation. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  reports  that  the  following 
telegram,  under  date  Shanghai  June  19,  a.m., 
was  received  in  Tokyo  : — "  It  is  rumoured  that 
the  steamship's  belonging  to  the  Sho-sho-Kyoku 
i.e.,  the  China  Merchants  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  will  be  transferred  to  the  German  flag." 

The  Tokyo  News  Agency  says  that  it  has 
received  correspondence  from  In-chhon,  con- 
taining the  substance  of  a  letter  from  a  Japanese 
named  Ishii  staying  in  the  rebel  district  in 
Chhung-chhong-do.  According  to  this  infor- 
mant, the  reports  about  the  alleged  results  of 
fightings  between  the  Government  troops  and 
the  rebels  are  in  seven  or  eight  out  of  ten  cases 
entirely  untrustworthy.  At  present  all  fighting 
is  suspended  between  the  two  sides.  Their 
respective  forces  lie  inactive,  confronting  each 
other,  and  various  petty  traders  are  passing 
and  repassing  between  them.  There  is,  says  the 
writer,  a  great  difference  between  the  attitude 
of  the  people  of  the  locality  toward  the  two 
sides.  The  Government  troops  were  at  first  very 
quiet,  being  in  fact  in  momentary  fear  of  slaugh- 
ter by  the  Togaku-to.  But  of  late  familiarity 
seems  to  have  madethem  a  ! ittle bolder,  and  there 
being  nothing  to  occupy  their  attention,  they 
are  said  to  be  killing  time  by  robbing  the  peace- 
ful inhabitants  and  violating  women.  In  the 
Togaku-to  camp,  on  the  other  hand,  strict  dis- 
cipline is  said  to  be  maintained.  Pillage  of 
private  persons  and  insults  to  women  are 
punished  with  instant  death  in  the  presence  of 
the  whole  camp.  Consequently  the  rebels  are 
loved  and  respected  by  the  people,  while  the 
Government  forces  are  dreaded  and  hated  as  if 
they  were  venomous  reptiles.  Hence  the  Go- 
vernment army  has  great  difficulties  in  collect- 
ing forced  contributions  from  the  people, 
whereas  the  latter  are  willing  to  supply  provisions 
and  other  alicles  of  necessity  to  the  Togaku-to 
without  awaiting  thelatter's  demand.  "  Should 
the  rebels,"  writes  Ishii,  "decide  to  resume 
operations  against  the  Government  troops,  they 
would  be  joined  by  the  bulk  of  the  people  who 
are  groaning  under  a  heavy  yoke  of  oppression. 
At  present  the  rebel  forces  are  composed  of 
only  a  particular  class,  namely,  the  2ogaku-io 
malcontents.  Unless  the  Government  troops 
be  brought  under  better  discipline  and  prompt 
measures  be  taken  to  soothe  and  conciliate  the 
aggrieved  people,  the  whole  nation  will  rise  en 
masse  against  the  Government,  and  a  certain 
personage's  prophecy  about  the  fall  of  the  Li 
dynasty  will  be  fulfilled.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
fear  of  such  a  catastrophe  that  induced  the  Soul 
Government  to  despatch  several  men  of  high 
rank  to  the  Togaku-to  camp  to  pursuade  them 
lo  disperse  in  peace  and  tranquility.  What 
success  these  endeavours  will  meet  with  remains 
to  be  seen." 

According  to  a  telegram  received  by  the 
Tokyo  Asahi  Shimbun  from  Fusan,  there  is 
a  rumour  that  10,000  Chinese  troops  entered 
Korea  by  way  of  Wi-ju.  This  story  is  pro- 
bably without  foundation,  for  it  is  scarcely  con- 
ceivable that  China  should  choose  such  a  cir- 
cuitous route  for  despatching  troops  to  the 
peninsula.  It  is,  however,  considered  certain 
that  a  squadron  of  Chinese  war  vessels  is  lying 
off  Kun-san  in  Chol-la-do. 

The  Nichi  Nichi  states  that,  according  to 
a  telegram  received  from  Soul,  Commander 


Niino,  Naval  Attache*  to  the  Japanese  Legation 
in  Korea,  is  missing.  It  is  supposed,  says  the 
telegram,  that  the  officer  made  an  excursion 
into  (he  interior  and  was  seized  by  the  Togaku- 
to  rebels.  The  Kokumin  Shtmbun's  mysteri- 
ous report  about  the  murder  of  a  Japanese  in 
the  province  of  Chhung-chhong-do  obviously 
refers  to  Commander  Niino.  According  to  our 
contemporary's  information,  it  is  surmised  that 
the  murderers  were  Chinese  soldiers. 

The  report  about  the  recovery  of  Chon-ju  by 
the  Government  troops  seems  to  be  true,  but  it 
must  not  be  supposed,  as  some  papers  do,  that 
the  event  means  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Otori,  the  Japanese  Mini- 
ster, rejected  the  united  request  of  the  Korean 
Government  and  the  Chinese  Resident  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Japanese  troops  from  Soul. 
It  is  also  stated  that,  while  on  his  way  to  Soul, 
Mr.  Otori  was  met  by  a  messenger  from  the 
Korean  Court,  requesting  his  entrance  into  Soul 
without  any  armed  escort,  but  that  he  refused 
to  see  the  Korean  official. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  reports  that  preparations 
have  been  completed  for  the  despatch  of  the 
third  regiment  of  the  Tokyo  Garrison  to  Korea 
in  case  any  re-inforcements  should  be  required 
by  the  course  of  events  in  the  Peninsula. 


THE  KOREAN  TROUBLE. 
 ♦  

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

At  this  writing  all  Soul  is  dazed  and  bewilder- 
ed by  the  bold  and  decisive  step  Japan  has 
taken  in  landing  1,500  trops  in  Korea  and 
promptly  despatching  them  to  the  Capital.  The 
advance  guards  came  two  days  ago.  "What 
does  it  mean?"  is  on  the  lips  of  every  one. 
China,  as  report  says,  has  2,000  men  in  the 
southern,  disaffected  districts.  The  capital  of 
Chulla  province,  in  the  hands  of  the  insurgents, 
has  been  re-captured  by  the  government  troops. 
But  the  "  insurrection  "  is  lost  sight  of  entirely 
in  the  action  of  Japan. 

Korea  as  usual  sought  to  make  it  appear  that 
all  was  "quiet."  After  the  first  500  soldiers 
had  taken  up  their  quarters  in  the  Japanese 
settlement,  they  sent  an  underling  towards 
Chemulpo  to  meet  the  oncoming  men.  He 
assured  the  Japanese,  that  his  government  was 
abundantly  able  to  take  care  of  Japan's  subjects 
in  the  Capital,  and  hoped  they  would  have  the 
kindness  lo  return  with  the  troops  to  Chemulpo. 
The  man  with  the  horse-hair  hat  was  told  that 
as  the  Korean  army  was  unable  to  take  care  of 
its  own  people  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Chinese,  he  must  be  excused  for  natural  doubts 
as  to  his  ability  to  take  care  of  Japan's  subjects 
and  their  interests.    He  then  came  straight  on. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  serious  complications 
and  an  outbreak.  Korean  officials  for  the  last 
two  nights  have  been  moving  their  wives  and 
children  to  the  country,  they  themselves  will 
take  to  the  "  bush  "  as  soon  as  the  report  of  the 
first  gun  is  heard.  The  assassin  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Kim  Ok-Kyiin  is  moving  about  in  disguise. 
He  was  given  high  rank,  and  a  civil  service  posi- 
tion is  announced  in  honour  of  Kim's  death, 
nevertheless  Hong  refuses  to  be  happy.  The 
Ming  family  have  rejoiced  and  shouted  too  much 
and  too  long  and  they  may  have  to  pay  dearly 
for  their  frolic  and  fun.  Japan  at  last  is  heard 
in  Soul. 

Seoul,  June  12,  1894. 


A  minister  who  liad  been  out  all  day  visiting 
called  on  an  old  dame  well  known  for  her 
kindness  of  heart  and  hospitality,  and  begged 
the  favour  of  a  cup  of  tea.  This  was  heauily 
accorded,  and  the  old  woman  bustled  about 
getting  out  the  best  china  and  whatever  rural 
delicacies  were  at  hand  to  honour  her  unexpected 
guest.  As  the  minister  sat  watching  these  prepara- 
tions his  eye  fell  on  four  or  five  cats  devout  ing  cold 
porridge  under  the  table.  "  Dear  me  !  what  a 
number  of  cats,"  he  observed.  "  Do  they  all  be- 
long lo  you,  Miss  Black  ?"  "  No,  sir,"  replied 
his  hostess,  innocently,  "  but,  as  I  often  say,  a1 
llie  hungry  brutes  in  the  countryside  come  lo  me 
seekin'  a  meal  o'  meat  !"  The  minister  was 
rather  at  a  loss  foi  a  reply. 
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THE  PLAGUE  IN  HONGKONG. 

 ♦  

The  plague  returns  for  the  latest  dates  to 
hand  are : — 

JUNE  8th. 


a?  MH  uW 


Admissions   

Deaths   

Under  treatment 


b  f- 

—     2    61    —    63    —  9 

,  —     2    58    31    91    —  16 

.    5    31  194    —  230    —  — 

JUNE  9TH. 

Admissions                —     2    79    —    81    18  — 

Deaths                      —     2    56    18    76    —  15 

Under  treatment  ...    5    3°  2I7    —  2S2    22  — 

The  following  are  the  returns  to  noon  on  Sun- 
day June  10th  for  the  previous  24  hours: — 

Admissions                  2     6    68    —    76    —  5 

Deaths                      —     6    55    28    89    13  — 

Under  treatment.  ...    7    29229    —265    13  — 

The  following  are  the  returns  for  the  twenty 
four  hours  ending  at  noon  on  June  nth  :— 

Admissions                *2     1    63    —    66   —  10 

Deaths                     —     I    49   43    93     4  — 

Under  treatment  ...    9    29  243    —  281    16  — 
*  Under  observation. 


JUNE  I2TH. 
...  -     II     58  ~ 


3  — 


Admissions    —    II    58    —  69 

Deaths    —      1    56    29    86  — 

Under  treatment  ...  9  37  245  —291  7 
From  these  figures  it  would  seem  that  the 
plague  is  not  increasing.  But  we  have  to  re- 
member that  numbers  of  the  Chinese  inhabit- 
ants of  Hongkong  have  left  the  island,  so  that 
stationary  returns  by  no  means  indicate  a  pro- 
portionately stationary  condition  of  the  epidemic. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  probable  that  the  Chinese 
who  have  gone  away  belong  to  the  better  classes 
who,  under  any  circumstances,  would  not  have 
been  likely  to  contribute  much  to  the  sick  list 

No  fresh  cases  have  occurrel  among  the 
Europeans  and  those  on  board  the  Hygeia  are 
reported  to  be  doing  well. 

Dr.  Kitasato,  the  well  known  expert,  who 
was  despatched  to  Hongkong  by  the  Japanese 
Government  to  investigate  the  plague,  lias  for- 
warded, under  date  June  19th,  10.10  a.m.,  the 
following  telegram  : — "  We  have  discovered  the 
origin  of  the  plague." 

The  N.-C.  Daily  News  received  from  its  cor 
respondent  the  following  telegram,  dated  Hong 
kong,  14th  June,  6.22  p.m.:— "There  were 
forty-four  new  cases   to-day,  and  eighty-four 
deaths."    The  Chinese  Telegraphs  Administra- 
tion the  same  day  kindly  communicated  the 
following  message,  dated  Hongkong,  13U1  June, 
7.30  p.m. : — "  New  cases  55,  deaths  82.  Labour 
very  scarce.    Many  manufactories  and  shops 
closed.    A  junk  from  Canton  to  Sheklung  with 
plague    refugees    capsized    and     150  were 
drowned.    Taipingshan  is  being  walled  in  and 
will  be  demolished.    Government  will  resume 
the  leases,  the  streets   are   to   be  widened, 
and  the  number  of  tenants    limited."  The 
following  day  the  Cable  Companies  received  a 
telegram,  dated  Hongkong  14th  June  :— "  Yes- 
terday 55  admissions,  82  deaths,  290  under 
treatment.    The  condemned  streets  are  being 
blocked  up.    Forty-five  patients  were  transfer- 
red to  junks  yesterday  to  be  towed  to  Canton 
by  gunboats.     Placards  have  been  posted  at 
Canton,  threatening  that  if  the  authorities  at 
Hongkong  decide  to  destroy  Taipingshan,  re- 
venge will  be  taken  by  setting  fire  to  the  build- 
ings at  Shameen." 

This  message,  dated  Hongkong,  15th  June, 
was  also  circulated  by  the  Companies  :— 

"  Yesterday  forty-four  new  cases,  eighty-four 
deaths.  The  exact  number  under  treatment  is 
unknown,  as  most  patients  have  been  transfer- 
red to  Canton.  Total  deaths  to  date  seventeen 
hundred  and  thirteen 

The  N.-C.  Daily  News  received  from  its  cor- 
respondent the  following  telegram,  dated  Hong- 
kong, 15th  June,  6.55  p.m.:— "There  are  59 
new  cases  reported  to-day  and  51  deaths. 

The  removal  to  Canton  of  Chinese  patients 
desiring  to  proceed  thither  commenced  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  13th  instant.  What  with  the 
removal  of  folks  already  infected  and  the  exodus 
of  folks  who  flee  from  being  infected,  Hongkong 
should  soon  be  able  to  show  an  improved  bill  of 


health.    But  the  improvement  will  not  be  due 
to  her  prudence  and  thoroughness. 

At  one  time  experts  in  Hongkong  propound- 
ed the  extraordinary  theory  that  rain  to  flush  the 
drains  was  alone  needed  to  eradicate  the  plague. 
They  then  began  to  look  forward  to  the  advent 
of  hot,  dry  weather.  The  truth  appears  to  be 
that  the  effect  of  climatic  conditions  can  not  be 
gauged.  A  correspondent  of  the  Hongkong 
Daily  Press,  writing  a  clever  letter  over  the 
signature  of  "  H.H.,"  says  :— 

Seasonal  changes:— In  Mesopotamia  it  was 
noticed  that  the  disease  became  dormant  with  the 
selling  in  of  the  hot  weather,  reawakening  in  the 
winter  and  gathering  force  witli  the  advancing 
spring.  In  Constantinople,  on  the  contrary,  the 
disease  was  dormant  in  the  colder  months  and 
active  during  the  hotter.  The  same  was  true  of 
the  great  plague  of  London,  the  records  of  mortal- 
ity showing  that  September  was  the  month  of 
greatest  prevalence,  the  disease  rising  through 
July  and  August. 

Here  is  another  interesting  extract  from  the 
same  letter : — 

 The  local  conditions  which    favour  the 

development  of  plague  were  made  the  subject  of 
careful  study  by  a  commission  of  the  French 
Academy  of  Medicine  in  1844.  According  to 
the  commission  the  conditions  *'  which  deter 
mined  and  favoured  "  the  disease  among  com 
munities  were  dwelling  upon  alluvial  and  marshy 
soils,  notably  those  found  near  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean  and  on  the  banks  of  certain  great 
rivers,  such  as  the  Nile,  Euphrates,  Danube,  and 
Yangtsze,  a  warm  and  humid  atmosphere  ;  low, 
badly  ventilated,  and  crowded  houses;  great  ac- 
cumulations of  putrefying  animal  and  vegetable 
matter  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings,  unwholesome 
and  insufficient  food,  excessive  physical  and  moral 
misery  and  neglect  of  laws  of  health  as  well  public 
as  private.  Although  outbreaks  of  plague  usually, 
occur  in  marshy  soils  it  is  not  confined  to  them 
as  evidenced  by  its  persistence  in  Kumaun  on  the 
Himalayan  mountains  and  the  present  outbreak 
in  Hongkong.  Colvill  and  Cabiadio  ascribe 
poverty  as  the  influential  condition  in  promoting 
plague.  The  former  in  describing  an  infected 
village  says:— "The  huts  are  on  ground  which  is 
a  foot  or  two  lower  than  the  surface  of  the  water 
in  spring,  and  the  ground  is  so  saturated  with 
water  that  the  refuse  of  the  village  is  neither 
absorbed  nor  can  it  be  evaporated,  for  it  acquires 
fresh  moisture  from  the  ground,  and  this  refuse 
acquires  the  form  of  a  bluish  black  oily  fluid  which 
surrounds  the  huts,  covers  the  paths,  and  stains 
the  walls  two  feet  from  the  ground,  and  111  fact  the 
village  is  in  such  a  state  of  filth  that  it  requires  to 
be  seen  to  be  believed." 

(b)  That  the  kind  of  relations  maintained  be- 
tween persons  sick  of  plague  and  the  healthy  ex- 
ercised an  important  influence  on  the  propagation 
of  the  disease  has  been  made  clearly  manifest.  It 
has  been  found  that  persons  living  in  the  same 
house  at  e  peculiarly  liable  to  suffer  while  those  who 
are  only  brought  into  occasional  contact  (as  the 
physician)  are  .  arely  affected.     A  difference  has 
been  noted  between  the  liability  of  the  physicians 
and  their  assistants.      The  latter  calling  for  more 
protracted  visits  than  the  duties  of  the  former  suffer 
to  a  greater  extent.  There  has  been  no  evidence  to 
show  that  actual  contact  with  the  sick  is  necessary. 
On  the  contrary,  evidence  indicates  that  trans- 
mission is  chiefly  effected  through   the  healthy 
breathing  the  same  atmosphere  as  the  sick.  There 
is  reason  to  suppose  also  that  transmission  can  be 
effected  by  the  agency  of  clothes  and  bedding  used 
by  the  sick.     Ill  plague  as  in  typhus  the  danger  of 
infection  appears  to  be  proportionate  to  the  foul- 
ing of  the  atmosphere  surrounding  the  sick,  by 
the  effluvium  from  his  body  and  breath.    The  con- 
dition for  infection  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bed- 
ding is  their  very  intimate  use  by  the  sick.  Evi_ 
deuce  is  wanting  of  other  articles  being  capable  of 
communicating  the  disease;  nor  is  there  anything 
to  confirm  the  assumption  that  the  long  array  of 
articles  contained  in  quarantine  regulations  are 
capable  of  retaining  and  conveying  the  infection. 

In  conversation  yesterday  with  a  gentleman 
connected  with  the  Chinese  Imperial  Customs, 
who  has  just  come  from  Mengtzu,  Yunnan,  our  re- 
presentative gleaned  a  few  facts  with  reference  to 
the  plague  in  that  district.  The  disease  there 
is  of  annual  recurrence,  and  manifests  itself  im- 
mediately on  the  arrival  of  the  rainy  season 
disappearing  with  the  advent  of  the  cold  weather. 
This  fact  is  slightly  at  variance  with  the  medical 
opinion  that  plague  belongs  essentially  10  tem- 
perate climates,  but  is  explained  by  the  ema- 
nations lising  from  the  soil  when  moistened  by  the 
rains  and  evaporated  by  the  sun.  The  fields,  too, 
are  just  at  the  time  ploughed  for  the  uce  crop,  and 


the  disturbance  of  the  filth  which  has  been  laid  down 
during  the  winter  is  amply  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  occurrence  of  plague.    The  disease,  our 
informant    says,    is   allowed   to    go  unchecked 
and    uncombated    and    runs    its    fatal  course 
throughout  the  summer  months.     The  Chinese 
accept  it  in  their  usual  apathetic  and  submissive 
way,  taking  no  sanitary  precaution  and  attempt- 
ing no  medical  treatment.    The  sick  in  early 
stages  of  the  disease  are  removed  from  the  houses 
and  placed   on   mats  in  the  street  to  die,  this 
being  an  economical   and    effective   method  of 
preventing  the  necessity  of  removing  the  dead 
through  holes  made  in  the  upper  stories  of  the 
buildings.    The  sick,  in  fact,  as  soon  as  their 
ailment  is  pronounced,  are  condemned  to  death. 
They    receive   no    attention    beyond   a   cup  of 
water  and  bowl  of  rice  placed  beside  them,  and 
lie  in  the  dirty  narrow  thoroughfares  alternately 
saturated  with  rain  and  blistering  through  being 
uncovered  in  the  sun.    When  dead— and  the  dis- 
ease teminates  fatally  in  about  48  hours  or  less— 
the  corpses  are  placed  in  coffins  and  hurried  away. 
It  is  no  unusual  thing  to  see  the  coffins  ready  beside 
the  sick  awaiting  the  demise  of  the  hopeless  victim. 
No  disinfection  or  cleansing  of  the  house  in  which 
cases   occur   is   attempted,  and   only  in  very 
few   villages  has   the   severe   lesson   of  many 
years'  plague  visitation  taught  the  inhabitants 
the   necessity  of  some  sanitary  arrangements— 
in  fact  primitive   drains  have   only  been  laid 
in  places  where   Europeans  have  urged  the  re- 
quirement of  such.      As  a  rule,  when  the  pla- 
gue becomes  abnormally  disastrous  the  stricken 
spot   is  vacated,  there  are  many  villages  and 
towns  absolutely  deserted  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year.    The  few  Europeans  in  these  remote 
districts  do  not  entertain  any  fear  of  infection 
and  no  cases  among  them  have  occurred. 

H.B.M.'s  Consul  at  Canton,  Mr.  B.  Brenan, 
has  made  official  representations  to  the  Viceroy 
with  reference  to  false  rumours  circulated 
among  the  Chinese  that  the  treatment  of  Chi- 
nese in  Hongkong  was  harsh  and  cruel,  with 
various  other  libels  calculated  to  bring  the 
colony  into  disrepute.  In  consequence  of  Mr. 
Brenan's  action,  the  Viceroy  issued  the  following 
despatch  to  the  Sub-prefects  of  Fatshan  and 
the  Magistrate  of  Tongkoon  : 


The  Viceroy  has  received  communications  from 
the  British  and  from  the  U.S.  Consuls  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  false  rumours  which  have  arisen  111 
consequence  of  the  measures  taken  to  arrest  the 
plague  in  Hongkong. 

In  Hongkong  other  regulations  have  been  put 
in  force  under  which  the  Tung  Wah  Hospital  treat 
patients  according  to  Chinese  methods  ;  and  no- 
thing in  the  nature  of  post  mortem  examination 
takes  place.  These  are  falsifications  invented  by 
story-spreading,  trouble-creating  scoundrels,  and 
no  one  should  on  any  account  be  misled  by  them. 

The  Officials  addressed  shall  within  two  days 
issue  a  proclamation  and  take  effective  steps  to 
keep  people  in  order,  to  admonish  them  and  to 
prevent  any  trouble  arising. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council 
in  Hongkong,  H.E.  Sir  William  Robinson,  the 
Governor,  made  an  able  and  energetic  speech 
with  regard  to  the  programme  of  sanitation 
now  contemplated.  The  Hongkong  Daily 
Press  sums  up  his  Excellency's  remarks  as 
follows : — 

The  measures  to  be  taken  to  stamp  out  the 
plague  and  prevent  its  recurrence  will  be  found 
explained  in  the  Governor's  speech.  Taipingshan 
is  being  cleared  of  its  inhabitants  and  disinfected, 
and  as  soon  as  the  necessary  legislation  can  be 
passed  it  is  to  be  razed  to  the  ground  and 
the  land  resumed  by  the  Government.  lhe  dis- 
trict will  then  be  laid  out  afresh,  new  streets  being 
made,  and  the  ground  will  be  sold  on  new  leases 
containing  stipulations  as  to  the  sanitary  construc- 
tion of  the  houses  aind  the  prevention  of  over- 
crowding. The  Legislative  Council  will  also  be 
asked  to  vote  money  for  the  increase  of  the  water 
supply  and  presumably  the  Sanitary  Board  will  be 
made  the  Water  Authority.  As  to  the  drains,  the 
Governor  thinks  that  having  entered  on  the  sepa- 
rate system  we  must  proceed  with  it,  but  personally 
he  holds  the  opinion  that  the  surface  drainage  with 
which  he  was  familiar  in  the  West  Indies  would 
be  the  most  suitable  for  the  Colony.  The  question 
appears  to  be  one  for  experts  to  decide,  but  if  the 
separate  system  be  really  a  failure  the  sooner  it  is 
done  away  with  the  better.  It  has  cost  a  lot  of 
money  to  lay  the  drains,  but  it  would  not  cost 
much  to  take  them  up  again  and  replace  them  by 
surface  drains.  And  even  if  the  cost  were  con- 
siderable no  question  of  money  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  the  way.     No  doubt  the  Colony  s 
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finances  will  be  embarrassed  for  some  yeais  to 
come,  lor  its  prosperity  has  received  a  blow  by  the 
present  plague  from  which  it  will  not  at  once  re- 
cover, but  its  recuperative  powers  aie  great 
and  by  the  exercise  of  ligid  economy  and  the  le- 
duction  or  suppression  of  the  less  useful  depart- 
ments the  inteiests  on  another  loan  could,  if  neces- 
sary, be  met.  Whatever  is  done  must  be  done 
thoroughly,  no  half  measures  can  be  (oleialed. 

Elsewhere  in  the  same  speech,  the  Governor 
notes  the  fact  that  the  Chinese  come  and  settle 
in  Hongkong  not  out  of  any  regard  for  the  Bri- 
tish community  or  respect  for  British  laws  and 
customs,  hut  simply  because  the  security  of  life 
and  property  and  the  exemption  from  excessive 
taxation  enjoyed  by  persons  living  there,  make 
the  colony  an  exceptionally  favourable  place  for 
earning  money.  His  Excellency  then  proceeds 
to  say  :— 

Such  being  the  state  of  the  case,  it  certainly  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  tolakecaielhat,  owing 
to  the  want  of  sanitary  measures  consequent  on 
the  well-known  disregard  of  all  sanitary  principles 
by  the  Chinese  and  their  peculiar  mode  of  life,  I 
say  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  take 
care  that  the  health  of  the  community  should  not 
suffer  in  any  way  by  their  residence  amongst  us. 
Why  this  duty  lias  not  been  thoroughly  recog- 
nised I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  I  am  afraid 
that  it  will  be  found  that,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
it  was  a  question  of  divided  responsibility.  Tlieie 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Government  passed  the 
strongest  possible  measures,  and  the  powers 
given  by  the  measures  were,  I  believe,  delegated 
to  the  Sanitary  Board.  That  Sanitary  Board  pro- 
bably delegated  its  powers  to  a  Superintendent 
with  his  staff,  and  that  Superintendent — I  do 
not  say  it  is  the  fact  but  it  is  possible, — that 
Superintendent  looked  upon  it  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  landlords  and  owners  of  houses  would 
make  all  the  necessary  alterations  in  them  without 
any  pressure  being  put  upon  them.  All  I  can  say 
is  that  since  I  have  been  in  this  colony,  which  is 
more  than  two  yeais,  I  never  until  the  other  day 
received  from  the  Sanitary  Board,  or  any  other 
Board,  any  notice  that  there  was  a  single  insani- 
tary dwelling  in  Chinatown  or  elsewhere  in  the 
colony.  However,  if  blame  is  to  be  attached  to 
the  Government  in  the  past,  I  am  determined  at 
all  events  that  it  shall  not  be  attached  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  future. 

We  can  assure  the  Governor  of  Hongkong 
that  the  neglect  he  now  deplores  and  promises 
to  remedy  has  long  been  observed  with  sur- 
prise by  persons  outside  Hongkong.  Not  only 
has  the  Colony  been  in  itself  a  hot-bed  for  the 
nourishment  of  zymotic  diseases,  but  the  uni- 
form indifference  of  the  Authorities  to  sanitary 
and  quarantine  precautions  has  probably  involv- 
ed the  loss  of  thousands  of  lives  in  neighbour- 
ing countries,  especially  Japan.  Hongkong 
has,  we  think,  a  higher  mission  than  that  of 
merely  rendering  itself  commercially  attractive. 
It  has  the  mission  of  offering  to  the  Chinese 
an  object  lesson  in  Western  Civilization,  and 
demonstrating  the  suicidal  unwisdom  of  Chinese 
insanitation  and  ignorance  by  showing  the  com- 
parative advantages  ofBritishhygieneandscience 
Up  to  the  present,  however,  it  has  not  betrayed 
any  consciousness  of  that  mission.  Even  in  Sir 
William  Robinson's  speech  we  find  no  reference 
to  it.  His  Excellency  confines  himself  to  the 
purely  material  aspects  of  the  question.  Perhaps 
he  deemed'the  moment  unsuitable  for  any  attempt 
to  carry  his  hearers  from  the  objective  horrors 
surrounding  them  to  a  higher  plane  of  subjective 
responsibility.  In  that  respect  we  must  bow 
to  his  judgment.  But  his  Excellency  may  rest 
assured  that  Hongkong's  sins  of  sanitary  omis- 
sion have  not  failed  to  astonish  outsiders. 
Nearly  three  months  before  the  pest  reached 
the  Crown  Colony,  the  existence  of  the  fell 
malady  in  Canton  was  known  to  experts  in  this 
country,  yet  no  precautions  whatever  were 
adopted  in  Hongkong  either  to  avert  its  advent 
or  to  correct  conditions  favourable  to  its  deve- 
lopment. Hongkong  has  been  priding  itself 
too  much  on  the  growth  of  its  commerce,  the 
increase  of  its  shipping,  and  the  improvements 
in  its  appearance.  It  stands  a  veritable  whited 
sepulchre,  no  longer  concealing  the  dead  men's 
bones  within.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will  emerge 
from  the  fire  of  its  present  trial  into  a  condition 
worthy  of  British  administrative  and  scientific 
capacities. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 
 ♦  

Lord  Biassey  and  others  have  been  discuss- 
ing the  necessity  of  making  some  better  pro- 
vision for  manning  (he  Fleet.  At  present, 
Great  Britain  has  100,000  regular  seamen, 
marines  and  reserves,  but  for  the  rest  she  has 
nothing  to  rely  on  except  "a  haphazard  selection 
of  absolutely  untrained  men."  Lieut.  W.  C. 
Crutchley,  R.N.,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Royal 
United  Service  Institution,  maintained  that  suffi- 
cient use  was  not  made  of  the  advantages  pre- 
sented by  so  fine  a  merchant  service  as  the 
English,  and  suggested  that  the  best  course  to 
give  coherence  for  Imperial  purposes  to  the 
mercantile  marine  would  be  the  establishment 
of  a  compulsory  pension  fund.  Lord  Brassey 
thinks  that  all  the  reserve  men  should  serve 
annually  in  a  sea-going  ship  for  a  short  period, 
and  that  there  should  be  power  to  call  upon 
men  to  serve  for  short  periods  whenever  they 
were  wanted.  He  also  lays  stress  upon  the  fact 
that  the  pay  in  the  Navy  is  much  less  than  that 
in  the  merchant  service. 

Parliamentary  institutions  in  Newfoundland 
will  be  greatly  discredited  by  decisions  recently 
rendered  in  the  Courts  of  Law.  The  sitting 
members  for  the  Eastern  Division  of  St.  John's, 
Mr.  James  Fox,  the  late  Receiver-General,  and 
Mr.I.  Murphy,  have  been  found  guilty  of  bribery 
and  corruption,  and  a  similar  charge  is  being 
investigated  against  Sir  William  Whiteway,  ex- 
Premier,  the  Hon.  R.  Bond,  ex-Colonial  Sec- 
retary, and  their  colleagues  for  the  Trinity  Bay 
district.  It  is  alleged  that  in  the  latter  district 
$18,000  were  spent  in  securing  2,000  votes. 

Sir  W.  Lawson  made  a  quaint  speech  in  intro- 
ducing his  motion  "that  a  humble  address  be 
presented  to  her  Majesty  praying  that  whenever 
she  bestows  any  title  or  honour  on  any  of  her 
subjects  she  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue 
a  statement  of  the  services  for  which  such 
honours  are  bestowed  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
done  when  the  Victoria  Cross  is  granted." 

He  said  this  was  an  unassuming  and  practical 
amendment.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  heieditary 
titles,  which  were  too  absurd  to  argue  about  ;  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  House  of  Lords  in 
its  political  capacity  or  functions  ;  it  had  nothing 
to  do  with  appointments  involving  the  discharge 
of  duties  ;  and  it  had  solely  to  do  with  marks  of 
honour  and  distinction,  such  as  peerages,  knight- 
hoods, baronetcies,  stars,  garter  s,  and  thistles. — 
(Laughter.)  It  gave  a  man  more  or  less  import- 
ance to  have  a  handle  to  his  name  ;  why  it  should 
be  so  he  had  no  idea,  except  for  Carlyle's  reason 
that  there  were  so  many  people  in  the  world, 
"  mostly  fools."  Take  a  baronetcy  ;  he  did  not 
see  any  value  in  it;  a  rather  good  description 
of  a  baronet  was  that  he  was  a  man  who 
was  not  a  nobleman  and  had  ceased  to  be  a 
gentleman. — (Laughter.)  Titles  and  honours  were 
sought  after  by  the  majoi  ity  of  mankind  ;  all  snobs 
wanted  to  be  nobs;  and  all  Radicals  wanted  to  be 
peers. — (Laughter.)  Constitutionally  the  Sove- 
reign was  the  fountain  of  honour;  but  titles  were 
given  by  Constitutional  Ministers,  and  therefore 
belonged  lo  the  public.  We  spoke  of  "  Glad- 
stone's peers"  and  "Salisbury's  peers,"  and 
should  soon  speak  of  "Rosebeiy's  peers."  He 
wished  to  make  members  more  responsible  in  this 
matter  than  they  had  hither  to  been.  He  did  not 
wish  iir  any  way  to  censure  what  had  been  done 
in  the  past.  But  in  future,  when  a  man  had  en- 
joyed an  honour  for  two  or  three  years  there  should 
be  an  inquiry  whether  the  man  had  ennobled  the 
title  ill  the  same  way  that  the  title  had  ennobled 
the  man  :  if  he  had,  then  the  title  might  be  con- 
firmed. But  the  public  ought  to  have  the  means  of 
knowing  why  all  honours  wer  e  given.  The  Victoria 
Cross  was  given  for  heroic  deed  ;  and  in  the  grant- 
ing of  titles  it  should  be  recorded — of  a  soldier  how 
many  people  he  had  killed,  of  a  politician  how 
many  of  his  constituents  he  had  corrupted,  of  a 
brewer  bow  many  gallons  of  beer  he  had  brewed 
in  a  year. —  (Laughter)  If  a  man  were  transfer  red 
from  their  House  to  the  other,  because  he  was 
utterly  useless,  it  might  be  said  of  him  that  it  was 
hoped  he  would  do  good  elsewhere.  Such  records 
would  indicate  to  other  people  how  they  were  to 
pioceed  if  they  wanted  to  get  honour.  They  would 
remove  all  suspicion  of  favouritism  and  jobbery. 
On  democratic  principles  honours  ought  to  be 
bestowed  for  services  rendered,  and  on  thai  ground 
he  moved  the  amendment. 

The  Chanceller  of  the  Exchequer  was  equal 
to  the  occasion.    He  said  : — 

I  understand  that  I  am  expected  lo  give  my 


bon.  fiiend  some  information  on  this  subject,  but 
I  am  souy  to  <t*y  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  do  so, 
as  I  have  nevei  been  in  a  position  to  dispense 
honouis.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  a  difficulty  in 
the  proposal  of  my  lion,  fiiend.  The  truth  is  that 
in  old  days  ibis  piactice  used  lo  obtain,  I  have 
seen  a  gieat  many  of  the  old  patents  of  nobility, 
very  long  documents,  which  contained  all  the 
styles  and  titles  and  all  the  merits  and  viilues  of 
their  lecipieuts.  They  corresponded  vei  y  much 
to  epitaphs.  (Laughter.)  They  detailed  a  gi  r  at 
many  virtues  which  nobody  ever  suspected  their 
owneis  possessed. — (Laughter.)  It  is  said  De 
mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum.  I  will  say  De  honoratis 
nil  nisi  optimum. — (Laughter  and  cheers.)  It 
would  be  an  invidious  task  I  am  quite  sure  lo  at- 
tribute to  the  recipients  of  honours  great  number 
of  merits  which  nobody  ever  believed  them  lo 
possess.— (Laughter.)  If,  for  instance,  I  had  to 
ascribe  the  heredilaiy  honours  which  my  bon. 
fiiend  (Sir  W.  Lawson)  possesses,  I  should  attri- 
bute to  him  eveiy  virtue  under  the  sun,  except 
that  which  I  observe  be  attributed  to  the  Victoria 
doss,  that  of  having  saved  some  people  from 
water. — (Loud  laughter.)  If,  on  the  oilier  hand, 
my  lion,  fiiend  had  to  give  me  a  character  for  the 
more  transient  honour  which  I  hold,  I  am  quite 
sure  he  would  extol  me  far  beyond  my  merits. — 
(Laughter.)  On  occasions  when  these  honours  are 
bestowed,  you  see  in  the  daily  organs  of  the  Press 
exiraoi  din  a  1  y  eulogiums  upon  the  1  ecipients  of  the 
honouis.  I  hope  my  Iron,  friend  will  admit  that  what- 
ever crimes  the  two  front  benches  have  committed, 
they  have  not  been  guilty  of  indulging  themselves 
in  decorations. — (Laughter,  and  "  Hear,  hear.") 
When  we  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honour  of  dining 
at  your  hospitable  board,  we  very  seldom  display 
a  decoration,  but  there  are  people  who  attach  en- 
ormous value  to  these  distinctions.  I  do  not  know 
why  it  is.  Lord  Melbourne  observed  that  there 
was  only  one  Order  in  the  world  worth  having, 
and  that  was  the  Gaiter,  because  there  was  no 
merit  attached  to  it  at  all — (laughter) — and  it  was 
that  which  made  it  the  first  Order  in  Europe. — 
(Laughter.)  I  do  not  think  to  go  into  these  matters 
in  this  extremely  solemn,  serious,  and  improving 
manner  is  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  them. 
I  have  always  thought  that  in  woiksof  romance 
the  romances  which  have  a  moral  object  are  among 
the  dullest  and  the  poorest ;  and  if  you  have  de- 
corations, and  in  the  same  way  endeavour  to 
attach  a  moral  vir  tue  to  them,  you  destroy  their  in- 
terest very  much.— (Laughter,  and  "  Hear  hear.") 
Tl  iere  is  a  good  deal  of  amusing  speculation  in 
these  decorations — fir  st,  as  to  why  in  the  woild  the 
person  desired  to  have  them,  and  in  the  next  place 
why  he  obtained  them. —  (Laughter.)  It  would 
spoil  very  much  the  object  by  attempting  lo  define 
it.— (Laughter.)  I  am  reminded  of  the  persons 
of  whom  the  poet  spoke  when  he  described  the 
flies  in  amber— 

"  We  know  the  thing  is  neither  rich  nor  rare, 
"But  wonder " — (laughter) — how  in  the 
name  o£  fortune — (laughter) — "  it  got  there." 

— (Laughter.)  A  great  many  people  in  this  woild 
get  more  than  they  deserve,  while  others,  and 
perhaps  the  majority,  get  less  than  they  deserve. 
— (Laughter.)  It  terninds  me  of  the  story  of  Loid 
Erskine  at  the  Bar.  Some  one  said  lo  him  it  must 
be  a  disappointment  to  him  sometimes  when  he 
failed  to  obtain  a  verdict.  '*  Well,"  he  said,  "  I 
lose  a  great  many  verdicts  which  I  ought  to  win  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  I  win  a  great  many 
verdicts  which  I  ought  to  lose,  and  so  on  the 
average  justice  is  done." — (Laughter.)  It  is 
ver  y  much  the  same  in  this  case.  There  ai  e  many 
people  who  get  distinctions  who  do  not  deserve 
them,  and  a  gieat  many  people  who  deserve  dis- 
tinctions and  do  not  get  them — ("  Hear,  hear") — 
buton  the  average  justice  is  done. — (Loud  laugh- 
ter). Under  those  circumstances  I  hope  my  bon. 
fiiend  will  not  disturb  a  stale  of  things,  which  on 
lire  whole,  may  not  be  ideally  perfect,  but  which  ac- 
commodates itself  very  much  to  the  weakness  of 
human  nature. —  (Laughter.)  "  Even  after  all," 
as  a  great  writer  observed,  "  ther  e  is  a  good  deal 
of  human  nature  about  man,"  and  thai  being  so 
I  do  not  ill  ink  that  we  had  better  endeavour  to 
reach  these  counsels  of  peifection,  and  under 
those  circumstances  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  support 
the  motion  of  my  bon.  friend. — (Laughter  and 
cheers.) 

Mr.  S.  Smith  delivered  a  short  but  excellent 
and  striking  speech  on  May  4th  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  subject  of  bimetallism. 
He  did  not  introduce  any  motion,  but  merely 
brought  the  subject  before  the  House  : — 

Much  had  happened  since  it  was  discussed  a 
year  ago.  The  mints  in  India  and  in  the 
United  Stales  had  been  closed  to  silver,  and 
its  price  bad  fallen  from  38d.  to  2gd.  an  ounce. 
A  great  change  had  come  over  public  opinion  on 
this  question,  and  he  believed,  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  declare  themselves  neutral  and  allow 
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their  suppoilers  to  follow  their  own  convictions, 
that  a  majority  of  the  House  would  be  found 
in  favour  of  bimetallism.  His  motion  was  based  on 
the  depression  of  trade  and  agiiculliue.  He  could 
say  something  with  regard  to  trade  and  especially 
the  cotton  trade  of  Lancashire,  with  which  he  had 
been  connected  for  40  years.  Never  in  the  present 
century  had  the  condition  of  the  Lancashire  cotton 
trade  been  so  hopeless  as  it  was   in    the  last 
few  years,  never  had  the  losses  been  so  great,  never 
had  the    profits    so  enliiely  disappeared.  And 
no  one  acquainted  with   the    trade    could  deny 
that    it    was    moving    from  this  country  to  the 
silver-using   countries    in    Asia    mainly  because 
of    the    depreciation  of  silver  and  the  enormous 
bounty  given  thereby  to   competitors  i  i  India, 
China,    and   Japan.    He   found    that   in  the  20 
years  since  the  demonetization  of  silver  commenced 
the  consumption  of  cotton  in  Great  Britain  had  in- 
creased by  only  17  per  cent.,  whereas  the  increase  on 
the  Continent  had  been  I2^pei  cent.,  in  the  United 
States  125  per  cent.,  and  in  India  680  per  cent.  In 
1873  our  consumption  was  46  per  cent,  of  that  of  the 
whole  woild,  and  in  1893  it  was  only  29  per  cent. 
In  1876  the  shipment  of  yarns  from  England  to  the 
Far  East  was  30,000,0001b.,  and  in  1893  il  was 
28,000, ooolb.,  while  the  shipment  fiom  India  had 
increased  from  6,O0O,OOOlb.  in  the  former  year  to 
i32,ooo,ooolb.  in  the  latter.    That  was  one  of  the 
main  results  of  the  demonetization  of  silver.  As 
showing  the  unprofitable  nature  of  the  British  ti  ade, 
lie  mentioned  that  in  Oldham,  the  largest  spinning 
centre  in  Lancashire,  a  hundied  joint  stock  com- 
panies with  a  capital  of  ^6,000,000  had  paid  an 
average  dividend  during  the  last  ten  years  of  i\ 
percent.,  while  the  stock  had  fallen  to  about  a 
third  of  its  original  value.    The  private  manufac- 
turers were  practically  in  the  same  condition,  and 
unless  relief  came  within  the  next  few  years  Lanca 
shire  was  threatened  with  a  positive  catastrophe. 
He  could  say  the  same  of  the  woollen,  the  iron, 
the  coal,  and  other  trades.    They  were  all  in  a  de- 
plorable condition.    Agi  iculture,  also,  the  House 
knew,  was  in  a  very  depressed  state.    The  whole 
of  the  producing  trades  of  the  country  were  in  a 
state  of  decay,  and  it  was  mainly  through  these 
trades  that  the  mass  of  the  people  in  all  countries 
obtained  a  living.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer might  point  to  the  elasticity  of  the  income- 
tax  returns  in  contradiction  of  this  state  of  things. 
He  confessed  that  he  had  been   puzzled  by  this 
fact,  for  it  did  not  at  all  correspond  with  the  con 
dilion  of  trade  generally.    The  distributing  trades 
of  the  country  had  been  making  great  profit 
in    recent  years,  and  the  public  had  had  the 
advantage  of  the  enormous  fall  of  prices.  This 
might  to  some  extent  account  for  the  elasticity 
In  the  income-tax  returns,  but  he  maintained  that 
the  distributing  trades  were  not  nearly  so  vital 
to  a  nation  as  the  producing  trades. — ("  Hear, 
hear.")  For  20  years  past  prices  had  been  falling, 
until    now  there  was   an    average    fall  of  over 
40  per  cent.    At  the  present  time  bills  could  not 
be  discounted  at  more  than  I  per  cent,  per  annum 
This  state    of  things    was    not  peculiar  to  the 
United   Kingdom,    but  was  equally  present  on 
the    Continent  and  in  the  United  Slates.  The 
principal  reason  of  all  this  distress  and  trouble  was 
the  appreciation  of  gold  caused  by  the  demonetiza- 
tion of  silver.    The  effect  of  the  fall  of  40  per  cent, 
in  prices  had  been  to  nearly  double  the  weight  of 
mortgages  and   monetary   burdens  of  all  kinds 
This  was  a  confiscation  of  the  capital  of  the  indus- 
trial classes  for  the  benefit  of  the  money-lending 
classes.    Another  result  was  the  immense  impetus 
given  to  protection  all  over  the  world.    The  ex- 
cessive  depreciation    of  prices   had    raised  the 
tariffs  against  Biitish  goods.    There  had  been  for 
the  last  20  years  asoitof  conspiracy  of  uninten- 
tional misrepresentation  on   this  question  among 
the  writers  of  the  City  articles  in  the  moining 
papers,  instigated  by  financiers.    But  the  con- 
spiracy was  now  being  unmasked,  and  those  who 
had  joined  in  it  were  finding  that  selfishness  was 
a  short  sighted  policy.    As  to  the  ratio,  which  was 
the  crux  of  the  situation,  the  speaker  said,  speaking 
for  himself,  that  he  did  not  believe  it  was  possible 
to  go  back  to  the  ratio  of  15^  to  1 .    Pi  ices  had  ad- 
justed themselves  to  the  new  level  and  tiade  to  the 
new  circumstances,  though   he  should  be  moie 
hopeful  of  success  in  reconstructing  the  old  bime- 
tallic system  if  there  were  a  ratio  of  22  to  I .  In 
this  connection  he  pointed   to  the  fact  that  ten 
members  of  the  Cunency  Commission  had  signed 
the  report  pointing  to  tbe  probability  of  maintain- 
ing a  fixed  ratio  between  gold  and  silver  by  inter- 
national agency. 

Lord  Augustus  Loftus'  Diplomatic  Reminis- 
cences are  evidently  full  of  highly  interesting 
matter.  The  Times  has  a  long  review  from 
which  we  take  one  paragraph  : — 

In  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  rupture  between 


much  moie  amiable  light  than  in  the  crisis  of 
1866.  Loid  Augustus's  connection  with  the  Couit 
of  Beilin  may  give  an  unconscious  bias  to  his  nar- 
rative, but  it  certainly  leaves  a  very  distinct  im- 
piession  that  Bismaick  was  not  the  aggressoi,  as 
French  accounts  lepiesent  him,  but,  on  the 
contraiy,  contented  himself  with  a  firm,  although 
possibly  rather  contemptuous,  lesistance  to  de- 
mands which  steadily  inci  eased  in  arrogance.  In 
paiticular,  Lord  Augustus  explodos  the  story,  of 
which  great  use  was  made  at  the  time  to  fan  the 
war  fever  at  Paris,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  "  re- 
fused to  receive  the  French  Ambassador,  and  had 
sent  his  aide  de-camp  to-  inform  him  that  he  had 
nothing  more  to  communicate."  There  was  not 
particle  of  tiuth  in  the  supposed  insult  to  the 
Fiench  Ambassador.  He  had  been  graciously 
received  by  the  King.  He  had  dined  at  the  Royal 
table,  and  he  was  com  teously  received  by  the  King 
at  the  station  when  invited  there  to  take  leave  of 
his  Majesty,  who  was  leaving  for  Colenz.  The 
chaige  of  discouitesy  was  simply  a  pi  etext  made 
use  of  to  inflame  the  wai  party  at  Paris. 

The  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  appears  to 
have  dealt  a  death  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  St. 
Helena.  Formerly  about  a  thousand  ships 
called  at  the  island  annually,  and  full  employ- 
ment, as  well  as  a  market  for  their  produce, 
were  thus  provided  for  the  islanders,  then  num- 
bering over  five  thousand.  But  now  very  few 
vessels  approach  Jamestown ;  the  population 
has  dwindled  to  3,900;  the  fertile  and  rich 
tracts  in  the  interior  of  the  little  island  are  cul- 
tivated merely  for  the  pupose  of  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  inhabitants,  and  every  year  the  tide 
of  emigration  to  South  Africa  and  the  United 
States  is  swelling.  A  committee  has  been 
formed  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
this  decadence,  and  giving  the  people  a  chance 
of  recovering  their  former  prosperity. 

Lord  Rosebery  said  some  striking  things  in 
his  Speech  at  the  Royal  Academy  Banquet. 
Here  are  a  few  paragraphs : — 

I  should  be  glad  to  offer  to  you  with  gieat  res- 
pect a  few  suggestions  that  have  recently  occur- 
red to  me  with  regard  to  the  present  position  of 
English  ait,  which  I  regard  with  some  misgiving. 
There  is  first  the  subject  of  portraiture,  I  am  deep- 
ly concerned  for  the  future  condition  of  poi  trait- 
painting.  It  is  not,  as  you  may  imagine,  with  any 
distrust  whatever  of  those  distinguished  men  who 
take  a  part  in  that  branch  of  art;  it  is  much  more 
for  the  subjects  that  I  am  concerned. —  (Laughter.) 
And  it  is  not  so  much  with  the  subjects  as  with 
that  important  part  of  the  subject  which  was  illus 
trated  in  the  famous  wot  k  "Sailor  Resarius,  ' 
by  the  great  Carl  vie,  that  I  chiefly  tiouble 
myself.  How  can  it  be  that  any  man  should 
make  a  decent  poi  trait  of  his  fellow  man  in 
these  days?  No  one  can  entertain  so  vindic- 
tive a  hatred  of  his  fellow-creature  as  to  wish 
to  paint  him  in  the  costume  in  which  I  am 
now  addressing  you. — (Laughter.)  I  believe  that 
that  costume  is  practically  dropped  for  all  pur 
poses  of  portraiture  ;  and  if  that  be  so,  in  what 
costume  is  the  Englishman  of  the  present  century 
to  descend  to  remotest  posleiity  through  the 
vehicle  of  the  gifted  artists  whom  I  see  around 
me?  We  are  not  all  sufficiently  fortunate  to 
be  the  Chancellor  of  a  University. —  (Laughter 
and  cheers.)  We  have  nbt  always  even  the  happy 
chance  to  be  a  municipal  dignitary,  with  a 
costume  which  I  will  not  at  present  characterize. — 
(Laughtei.)  We  are  not  all  of  us  masters  of 
hounds — (laughter) — and  I  think  that  the  robes  of 
a  peer,  unattractive  in  their  aesthetic  aspect,  have 
lost  something  of  their  popularity. — (Laughter.) 
Again,  the  black  velvet  "coat  with  which  we  are 
accustomed  to  associate  deep  thought  and  aitistic 
instincts,  has  become  a  little  faded. — (Laughter.) 
I  am  told,  and  told  four  or  five  times  every  day  in 
speeches  deliveied  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
that  I  have  no  right  to  offer  a  criticism  without 
offering  a  suggeslive  remedy.  Well,  Sir  Frederic, 
I  am  prepared  to  offer  my  remedy  for  what  it  is 
worth,  and  for  that  1  emedy  I  ask  your  co-opera- 
tion. Why  should  not  a  committee  of  the  Royal 
Academy  gather  together  in  order  to  find  some 
chaste  and  interesting  national  costume — (cheers 
and  laughtei  ), — in  which  the  distinguished  men  of 
the  19th  century  might  descend  to  posterity  with- 
out the  drawbacks  which  I  have  pointed  out? 
Robespierie  had  such  a  costume  designed,  and 
other  great  sumptuaiy  legislators  have  had  the 
same  idea  in  their  minds  ;  and  I  would  not  push 
the  suggestion  so  far  as  to  imply  that  we  should  be 
compelled  to  wear  this  costume  in  ordinary  life.  It 
might  be  one  kept  to  gratify  the  artistic  instincts 
of  those  to  whom  we  sit. — (Laughter.)  And  I  will 
make  a  practical  suggestion  by  which  this  costume 
— when  you,  Sir,  have  selected  it — might  be  as 


France  and  Germany  in  1870  Bismarck  appears  sociated  with  the  ordinary  run  of  life.    It  might  be 


made  the  official  costume  of  a  justice  of  the  peace — 
(laughtei) — and  in  that  way  the  great  mass  of  our 
fellow-countrymen,  with  only  few  and  insignificant 
exceptions,  of  whom  I  am  one,  might  descend  to 
remotest  posterity  in  a  graceful,  becoming,  and 
official  costume. — (Laughter.)    I  pass    on  from 
that,  because  I  should  not  limit  myself  to  portrai- 
tuie  in  a  great  sui  vey  of  this  kind  ;  and  I  may  say 
that  1  am  seriously  concerned  for  the  prospect  of 
landscape    painting    in    this   country.      I  have 
of    late    been  doing  a  great  deal    of  light  tra- 
velling on  behalf  of  the  respectable  firm  which  I 
represent— (laughter) — and    I    beg    at    once  to 
give  notice,  in   the  heating  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis who  is  more  to  your  left — (Lord  Salisbury) — 
that  I  now  nail  to  the  counter  any  proposal  to  calf 
me  a  political  bagman  as  wanting  in  originality  and 
wit, — (Laughter.)     But  I  have  been  doing  a  certain 
amount  of  light  travelling  on   behalf  of  our  excel- 
lent and  creditable  firm.      The  other  day  on  re- 
turning from  Manchester  I  was  deeply  and  hide- 
ously impressed  with  the  fact  that  all  along  that 
line  of  railway  which  we  traversed  the  whole  of  a 
pleasing  landscape  was  entirely  ruined  by  appeals 
to  the  public  to  save  their  constitution,  but  ruin 
their  aesthetic  sense,  by  a  constant  application  of 
a  particular  form  of  pill. — (Laughter  and  cheers). 
Now,  Sir  Fredeiic,  I  view  that  prospect  with  the 
gravest   misgiving.    What  is  to  become  of  our 
English  landscape  if  il  is  to  be  simply  a  sanitary 
or  adveitising  appliance  ? — (Laughtei). — I  appeal 
to  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy, 
who  sits  opposite  to  me.  His  whole  heart  is  bound 
up  in  a  proposition  for  obtaining    free  access 
to  the  mountains  of  ihe    Highlands.      But  what 
advantage  will  it  be  to  him,  or  to  those  whose  cause 
he  so  justly  and  eloquently  espouses,  if  at  the  top 
of  Schiehallion,  or  any  other  mountain  which  you 
may  have  in  your  mind's  eye,  the  bewildered 
climber  can  only  find  an  advei  tisement  of  some 
remedy  of  the  description  which  I  have  mentioned 
(cheers) — an  advertisement  of  a  kind  common,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  in  the  United  States — and  I  speak 
with  reverence  in  the  presence  of  the  Ambassador 
of  that  great  community — but  it  would  be  in  the 
Highlands  distressing  to  the  deer — (laughter) — and 
infinitely  perplexing  even  to  the  Biitish  tourist. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)     But  I  turned    my  eyes 
mentally  from  the  land,  and  I  said  that,  after 
all,  the  great  painter  of  the  present  may  turn  to 
the  sea,  and  there  at  least  he  is  safe.    There  are 
effects  on  the  ocean  which  no  one  can  ruin,  which 
not  even  a  pill  can  impair. — (Laughter.)  But  I  was 
informed  in  confidence-— it  caused  me  some  dis- 
tress—that the  same  enterprising  firm  which  has 
placarded  our  rural  recesses  has  offered  a  main- 
sail   free  of   expense   to   every   ship    that  will 
accept  it,  on  condition    that  it  bears  the  same 
hideous  legend  upon  it  to  which  I  have  referred. 
— (Laughter.)     Think,  Mr.  President,  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  illustrious  Turner  if  he  returned  to  life  to 
see  the  luggers  and  the  coasting  ships  which  he 
has  made  so  glorious  in  his  paintings  converted 
into  a  simple  vehicle  for  the  advertisement  of 
a  quack  medicine — (laughter) — although  I  will  not 
say  "quack,"  because  that  is  actionable — (laughter) 
— I  will  say  of  a  medicine  of  which  I  do  not  know 
the  properties. — (Laughter.)    But  I  turned  my 
eyes  beyond  the  land  and  ocean,  and  I  tinned 
them  to  the  heavens,  and  I  said  "There,  at  any 
rate,  we  are  safe."      The  painter  of  the  present 
may  turn  his  eye  from  the  land  and  ocean,  but 
in    the  skies   he   can    always    find  some  great 
effect  which  cannot  be  polluted.     At  ibis  moment 
I    looked    from    the    railway    carriage  window, 
and  I  saw  the  skeleton  of  a  gigantic  tower  aris- 
ing.   It  had  apparently  been  abandoned  at  a  lofty 
stage,  possibly  in  consequence  of  the  workmen 
having  found  that  they  spoke  different  languages 
at  the  height  at  which  they  had  arrived. — (Laugh- 
ter.)   I  made  inquiries,  and  I  found  that  it  was 
the  enterprise  of  a  great  speculator,  who  resides 
himself  on  a  mountain,  and  who  is  equally  pre- 
pared to  bore  under  the  ocean  or  ascenrj  into  the 
heavens. — (Laughter.)    I  was  given  to  understand 
that  this  admirable  erection  comprised  all  the  de- 
lights of  a   celestial  occupation  without  any  de- 
tachment from  terrestrial  pui suits. — (Laughter.) 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  buildings  of  that 
kind  are  to  cover  this  country,  and  if  ihey  are 
to  be  joined  to  the  advertising  efforts  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  neither  eailh,  nor  sea,  nor  sky  in 
Great  Britain  will  be  fit  subject  for  any  painter. — 
(Cheers.) 

Writing  of  the  Summer  Exhibition  at  the 
New  Gallery,  the  St.  J  antes  s  Budget  says  : — 
"  Of  the  landscapes  exhibited  this  season,  '  A 
Lonely  Farm  '  by  Mr.  Alfred  Parsons,  is  the  most 
original  and  impressive.  It  is  an  effect  of  moon- 
rise  in  a  sky  suffused  with  the  light  of  reflected 
sunset.  A  difficult  and  transitory  effect  is  carried 
out  in  this  picture  with  elaboration  and  complete- 
ness on  an  important  scale  and  with  very  happy 
results. 
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QUESTIONS  IN  THE  LOWER  HOUSE. 


READERS  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  must  have 
been  struck  by  one  feature,  namely,  the 
recklessness    that    members   too  often 
show  in   preferring  charges  against  the 
Government   collectively   or    its  mem- 
bers individually.      There  seems  to  be 
very  little  restraining  sense  of  respon 
sibility.     Some  part  of  an  accusation,  if 
it  be  only  the  memory  that  it  was  pre 
ferred,  always  clings  to  its  victim,  and 
truly  it  appears  that  certain  members  of 
the  Lower  House  are  content  with  that: 
reflection.    Nothing  could  be  more  per- 
nicious, in  our  opinion,  than  the  custom 
that  has  come  to  be  pursued  with  regard 
to  Questions  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment.    A  member,  so  soon  as  he  has 
placed  a  Question  in  the  hands  of  the 
President,    is   permitted   to  ascend  the 
rostrum,  and,  under  pretence  of  explain 
ing  the  Question,  is  allowed  to  deliver  a 
speech,  sometimes  of  great  length,  bitterlv 
attacking  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  and 
preferring  against  them  charges  the  great 
majority  of  which  are  generally  baseless 
In  this  way  the  Administration  is  per 
petually  made  the  butt  of  damaging  ac 
cusations.    The  Constitution  never  con- 
templated   anything    of  that  kind.  Its 
framers,  foreseeing  that  the  privilege  of 
putting  Questions  to  the  Government  was 
likely  to  be  abused,  surrounded  it  with 
guarantees  that  doubtless  seemed  sufficient 
in  their  eyes:  they  provided  that  it  must 
be  framed  in  writing  and  must  have  the 
support  of  at  least  thirty  members.  But 
where  a  section  of  the  House,  to  say 
nothingof  the  majority,  is  pledged  to  harass 
the  Government  in  every  possible  way, 
there  never  can  be  any  difficulty  in  find- 
ing thirty  members  to  endorse  a  Question, 
especially  when  its  presentation  furnishes 
a  certain  opportunity  to  publicly  arraign 
the  Cabinet,  without  being  required  to 
produce  any  evidence  in  support  of  the 
allegations  advanced,  and  with  the  know- 
ledge  that   the   Government's  Answer, 
being  necessarily  confined  within  the  lines 
of  the  written  Question,  must  often  leave 
unrefuted  many  of  the  collateral  charges 
preferred  so  profusely  in  the  explanatory 
speech.     If  the  House  had  any  genuine 
sense  of  responsibility  it  would  never  have 
allowed  such  a  practice  to  be  established. 
But  in  truth  if  any  careful  observer  were 
asked  to  indicate  the  worst  feature  of  the 
Japanese  House  of  Representatives,  he 
could  scarcely  fail  to  point  to  the  absence 
of  a  restraining  sense  of  responsibility. 
We   are   not  among   those   who  think 
lightly  of  the  Japanese  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.    We  have  read  its  proceed- 
ings session  after  session,  we  have  listened 
to  its  debates  time  and  again,  and  we 
remain  to-day  with  a  confirmed  impression 
that  in  many  of  the  traits  essential  to  a 
successful  legislature  it  is  not  wanting. 


Its   members  possess  most  thorough-go- 
ing independence  of  political  opinion — a 
faculty  that  could  not  reasonably  liavc 
been    anticipated  ;   they  speak  with  re- 
markable fluency,  avoid  useless  rhetoric, 
show  an  excellent  capacity  for  marshalling 
their  facts,  and  are  generally  logical  in 
th  eir  methods  of  reasoning  ;   with  a  very 
few  notable  exceptions,  their  language 
toward  each  other  is  usually  polite,  and, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  struggle  now 
inprogress,  their  demeanour  must  be  called 
staid  and  orderly.     But  they  do  not  yet 
seem  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  neither  have  they 
any    apparent    conception    of   their  re- 
sponsibility as  representatives  of  the  na- 
tion.    Their   treatment   of   Mr.  HOSHI 
ToRU  last  session  ;  their  recent  action 
with    reference  to  Count    INOUYE,  and 
the  unsupported  accusations  they  prefer 
so   freely    against    the    Government  or 
against  individual  statesmen,  are  striking 
evidences  of   their   irresponsible  mood. 
They  clamour,  and  have  clamoured  ever 
since  the  Diet  was  opened,  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  restrictions  upon  freedom  of 
speech  and  public  meeting,  yet  we  venture 
to  think  that  plain  proof  of  the  people's 
unpreparedness  to  be  entrusted  with  such 
liberty  has  been  furnished  by  the  Diet  it- 
self.   If  the  chosen  legislators  of  the  na- 
tion show  themselves  conspicuously  want- 
ing in  a  sense  of  responsibility,  how  can  it 
be  reasonably  imagined  that  journalists  will 
be  better  equipped  in  that  respect  ?  We 
have  happily  one  evidence  that  the  defect 
shown  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
does  not  run  through  the  whole  nation  : 
the  House  of  Peers  has  never  been  betray- 
ed into  similar  displays  of  irresponsibility, 
and  has  always  shown  a  very  much  higher 
conception  of  its  own  dignity.  History 
shows  that  the  best  method  of  awakening 
an  effective  sense  of  responsibility  is  to 
entrust    men   with    the   cares  of  office. 
The  members  of  the  Japanese  House  of 
Representatives  are  almost  entirely  with- 
out such  training.  The  bulk  of  the  Japanese 
nation  is  without  it.    But  time  will  correct 
that  deficiency. 


THE  H 0  USE  OF  REPRESENTA  TIVES 
CONSISTENCY. 


'TSHE  Diet's  sixth  session  consisted  of 
J-  only  i%\  working  days.  The  session 
opened  for  actual  business  on  May  17th  and 
closed,  by  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, on  June  2nd.  During  that 
brief  interval  the  amount  of  legislative 
business  transacted  was  very  considerable, 
as  the  following  record  shows  : — 

MEASURES  PASSED  BY  BOTH  HOUSES. 

r. — Bill  for  including  Muroran  among  the  Spe- 
cial Ports  of  Export. 

2.— Bill  for  opening  ports  of  Fuseki  and  Otaru 
to  ships  trading  to  Saghalin  and  Korea. 

3—  Bill  for  opening  Naba,  in  RiuUiu,  to  ships 
trading  to  China. 

,  4— Bill  for  abolishing  the  Export  Duty  on 
Cotton  Yarns. 

5.  — Railway  Bill. 

6.  — Railway  Bill. 


7.  — Railway  Bill. 

8.  — Railway  BIN. 
()  — Railway  Bill  • 

10.  —  Railway  Hill. 
I  [.—  Railway  Hill. 

12.  — Railway  Hill. 

13.  — Railway  Hill. 

14.  —  Railway  Hill. 

15.  — Bill  for  restoiing  Pensions  to  Political  Of- 

fen  (lei  S. 

if).—  Bill  for  Giants  in  Aid  of  Technical  Edu- 
cation. 

17.  — Bill  for  the  Temporal  y  Investment  of  Sur- 
plus Revenue. 

18.  —  Hill  for  amending  the  Tax  Collecting  Re- 
gulations. 

19.  —  Bill  for  amending  Impeiial  Ordinance 
No.  141  of  the  22nd  year  of  Meiji. 

20.  — Bill  for  amending  Law  No.  4  of  the  23rd 
year  of  Meiji. 

21.  —  Bill  relatfng  to  Military  Telegraphs. 

22.  —  Hudget  of  ExpendiHires  from  the  Reserves 
foi  I  lite  25th  year  of  Meiji. 

23  — Budget  of  Special  Expenditures  for  the 
251 1 1  year  of  Meiji. 

24.  — Bill  1  elating  to  Mobilization  Expenditures. 

25.  —  Bill  relating  to  the  Capital  of  the  Tokyo 
Ai  lillei  y  Arsenal. 

MEASURES  PASSED  BY  ONE    HOUSE   AND  NOT 
REQUIRING  TO  BE  SUBMITTED  TO 
THE  OTHER. 

I.  —  Representation  for  building  Railways  and 
opening  Harbours  in  Hokkaido. 

2 -  Representation  relating  to  the  Protection  of 
Settlei  s  in  Chishima. 

3-  —  Representation  relating  to  the  collection  of 
Him 01  ical  Materials. 

4-  — Representation  for  the  Establishment  of  an 
lion  Foundry. 

5-  — Resolution  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

6.  — Motion  for  establishing  a  Final  Accounts 
Committee. 

7.  —  Motion  for  supplementing  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House  of  Peers  ill  the  sense  of  esta- 
blishing a  Final  Accounts  Committee. 

8.  —  Representation  asking  for  the  attendance  of 
the  Minister  of  State  for  Justice  in  connection  with 
the  question  of  the  Removal  of  Judicial  Officials. 

9.  — Representation  relating  to  disease  in  Oki- 
nawa Prefecture. 

10.  — Motion  for  enacting  Detailed  Regulations 
for  dealing  with  Final  Accounts. 

II.  — Motion  relating  to  the  right  of  addressing 
the  House  on  the  part  of  propounders  of  Questions 
to  the  Government. 

12 — Address  to  the  Throne. 

13.  — Resolution  relating  to  Expenditures  from 
the  Surplus  Revenue. 

14.  — Resolution  relating  to  Treaty  Revision. 

15.  — Representation  relating  to  the  Control  of 
Rivei  s. 

DEBATED  IN  BOTH  HOUSES  BUT  NOT  PASSED. 

I. — Bill  for  amending  the  Press  Law. 

DEBATED  AND  NOT  PASSED  BY   ONE  HOUSE. 

1.  — Address  to  the  Throne  impeaching  the 
Cabinet. 

2.  — Resolution  relating  to  the  Dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

2. — Bill  relating  to  the  Term  of  Practical  Train- 
ing of  Judicial  Officials. 

4- — Representation  relating  to  Treaty  Revision. 

5.  —  Motion  for  handing  over  Mr.  Tanaka  Shozo 
to  the  Disciplinary  Committee. 

6.  — Motion  relating  to  the  Powers  of  the  Im- 
perial Diet  in  respect  of  the  Final  Accounts  of 
Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

7.  — Address  to  the  Throne  for  prolonging  the 
duration  of  the  Sixth  Session. 

8.  —  Budget  of  Expenditures  from  the  Surplus 
Revenue  for  the  26th  year  of  Meiji. 

9.  —  Budget  of  Expenditures  from  the  Central 
Famine  Relief  for  the  26th  year  of  Meiji. 

PASSED    BY    ONE    HOUSB    BUT    NOT    DEBATED  BY 
THE  OTHER. 

1.  — Bill  for  transferring  Prison  Expenditures  to 
the  charges  of  the  Treasury. 

2.  — Bill  relating  to  Game  Law. 

3.  —  Bill  for  abolishing  the  Special  System  of 
Local  Government  in  the  cases  of  Tokyo,  Osaka, 
and  Kyoto. 

4.  — Supplementary  Local  Government  Law. 

5.  — Bill  for  controlling  the  manufacture  of  Imita- 
tion Paper  Money. 

6.  — Bill  relating  to  the  National  Banks. 

7.  — Bill  relating  to  the  Paper  Issues  of  the  Na- 
tional Banks. 

8.  — Bill  relating  to  Law  No.  25  of  the  23rd  year 
of  Meiji. 

9.  — Bill  for  amending  the  Banking  Regulations. 

10.  — Supplementary  Budget  for  the  27th  year  of 
Meiji. 
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11. — Bill  for  supplementing  ilie  Pensions  Re- 
gulations. 

This  is  a  distinctly  creditable  record.  It 
indicates  considerable  legislative  industry 
and  proves  that  the  Houses  can  not  have 
wasted  much  time  in  useless  discussion, 
Twenty-five  bills    passed    through  both 
Houses  in  14  days  is  almost  a  legislative 
feat,  especially  when  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  fact  that  36  additional  measures 
were  discussed  and  brought  to  a  division 
in  one  Chamber  or  the  other.    The  Diet 
may  fairly  claim  that  in  its  sixth  session  it 
removed  the  reproach  suggested  by  its 
previous  procedure.the  reproach  of  initiat- 
ing   nothing    useful    itself   and  fatally 
obstructing  all  the  useful  initiations  of 
others.    It  is  true  that  the  Bills  passed 
were  in  every  case  introduced  by  the  Go- 
vernment.   One  private  Bill — for  amend- 
ing the  Press  Law  in  the  sense  of  depriv- 
ing   the    Executive    of   the    power  of 
suspending  newspapers— nearly  made  its 
way  through  both  Chambers,    but  was 
finally  rejected  by  the  Peers  after  amend- 
ment at  the  hands  of  a  conference  of 
Managers.    If,  however,  the  passage  of 
only  Government  measures   suggests  a 
want  of  legislative  initiative  on  the  part 
of  the  members  themselves,  it  suggests  at 
the  same  time  an  interesting  reflection, 
namely,  that  a  House  perpetually  declaring 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Cabinet  and 
professing  inability  to  work  in  concert 
with  the  present  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
nevertheless  debated  and  endorsed,  in  the 
brief  period  of  two  weeks,  no  less  than 
twenty-five  measures  introduced  by  the 
Cabinet.    Nothing,  in  truth,   could  have 
been  more  inconsistent  than  the  House's 
profession     and    its    practice.  Having 
adopted  all  these  legislative  measures  of 
the  Government,  it  then  suddenly  turned 
round  and  announced  the  impossibility  of 
legislating  in  concert  with  the  Government. 
No  special  incident  had  happened  to  pro- 
voke such  an  announcement.  Between 
May  17th  and  May  30th  the  House  passed 
twenty-five  Bills  introduced  by  the  Go- 
vernment.   On  May  31st  it  voted  an  indict- 
ment pronouncing  the  same  Government 
untrustworthy,  incompetent,  undeserving 
of  the  SOVEREIGN'S  confidence,  and  untrue 
to  the  nation's  trust.    The  indictment  was 
based  upon  general  grounds  :   upon  the 
Government's  alleged  failure  to  comply 
with  instructions  issued  eighteen  months 
previously  by  the  EMPEROR  and  upon  the 
character  of  its  foreign  policy.    It  was 
based,  in  short,  on  grounds  that  possessed 
precisely  the   same    validity  before  the 
session  commenced  as  they  possessed  on 
the  day  when  the  hostile  vote  was  passed 
Experience  has  shown  that  the  mood  of 
the  Opposition  in  the  Lower  House  is  too 
implacable  to  be  logical.    But  surely  it 
ought  to  have  occurred  to  any  politicians 
however  blinded  by  sentiments  of  hostility 
that  after  devoting  fourteen  days  to  de- 
bating and  adopting,  with  remarkable  ex 
pedition    and   unanimity,    no   less  than 


twenty-five  Government  Bills,  nothing 
could  have  been  more  flagrantly  self-stulti- 
fying than  to  declare,  on  the  fifteenth  day, 
that  legislative  cooperation  with  such  a 
Government  was  impossible.  Legislation 
is  the  chief  function  of  a  legislature,  and 
when  a  legislature  after  discharging  that 
function  diligently  and  smoothly  until 
almost  the  last  day  of  its  session,  by  pass- 
ing projects  of  law  drafted  and  introduced 
by  the  Administration,  then  turns  round 
and  declares  itself  unable  to  work  with 
such  an  Administration,  the  public  may 
reasonably  regard  the  declaration  as  slight- 
ly farcical. 


FLEET  REGULATIONS. 
•  ♦  

We  hereby  give  Our  Sanction  to  Amendments 
of  the  Fleet  Regulations  and  Older  them  to  be 
duly  promulgated. 

His  Impei  ial  Majesty's  Sign-Manual, 
Privy  Seal. 

Dated  June  18th  of  the  27th  year  of  Meiji  (June 
i8ih,  1894.) 

(Countersigned) 

Count  Saigo  Tsukumichi, 

Minister  of  Slate  for  the  Navy. 


(Imperial  Ordinance,  No.  LXXI.) 
(fleet  regulations.) 
Art.  I. — A  naval  squadron  consisting  of  three 
men-of-war  or  upwaids  shall  be  called  a  fleet. 

Art.  II. — A  fleet  shall  be  established  permanently 
or  shall  be  organized  as  an  extraordinary  measure, 
and  its  designation  shall  be  specially  determined 
by  Imperial  Oidinance. 

Art.  III. — To  a  fleet  torpedo  boats,  transpoits, 
and  oilier  vessels  may  be  attached. 

Ait.  IV. — For  a  fleet  permanently  established 
the  limit  of  a  cruise  under  ordinal  y  circumstances 
shall  be  the  seas  encircling  the  Empire  of  Japan 
Provided  that,  when  more  than  two  fleets  are  per 
manently  established,  the  cruising  limits  of  r  acl 
shall  be  specially  determined, 

Art.  V.— In  a  fleet  a  Commander  shall  be  ap 
pointed,  which  post  shall  be  filled  by  an  Admiral, 
Vice-Admiral,  or  Rear-Admiral. 

Ai  t.  VI. —  In  a  fleet  commanded  by  an  Admiral, 
a  Vice-Commander  shall  be  appointed,  which  post 
shall  be  filled  in  by  either  a  Rear-Admiral  or 
Captain. 

Art.  VII. — The  staff  of  a  Commander,  and  a 
Vice-Commander  shall  consist  of  the  following 
officers  : — 


When  the  Com- 
mander is  an  Ad- 
miral   

When  the  Com- 
mander is  a  Vice- 
Admiral   

When  the  Com- 
mander is  a  Rear- 
Admiral   

Staff  of  a  Vice- 
Commander   


When  the  Com- 
mander is  an  Ad- 
miral   

When  the  Com- 
mander is  a  Vice- 
Admiral   

When  the  Com- 
mander is  a  Rear- 
Admiral   

Staff  of  a  Vice- 
Commander   


Chief  of  the 
Staff. 


Rear-Admiral 


Captain 
Captain 


Captain 


Commander  x 
Lieutenant. ..1 

Commander  i 
Lieutenant... 1 

Lieutenant...2 
Lieutenant.. .2 


Chief  of  Navi- 
gation. 


Captain   i 

Commander  i 
Commander  i 


Staff. 


Chief  of 
Engineering, 


Fleet  Engi 
neer  j 

Fleet  Engi- 
neer  1 


Confidential 
Secretaries. 


Fleet  Pay- 
master ...1 
Paymaster  i 
Paymaster  i 


Paymaster  i 
Paymaster  i 


Chief  of 
Surgery. 


Fleet  Sur- 
geon  1 

Fleet  Sur- 
geon  1 


A  bat  risler  shall  be  attached  to  a  fleet,  and  in 
case  the  ships  undertake  a  voyage  to  a  foreign 
country  a  civil  official  may  be  appointed  on  the 
staff  as  interpreter. 

Art.  VIII. — Subject  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Sovereign  a  Commander  shall  superintend  the 
war-vessels  placed  under  him  ;  shall  adjust  naval 
affairs  pertaining  to  the  fleet,  and  shall,  in  accord 
ance  with  instructions  from  the  Minister  of  State 
for  the  Navy,  preside  over  the  naval  administra- 
tion of  the  ships  placed  under  his  charge. 

Ail.  IX. —  A  Commander  shall  supei  intend  the 
discipline  and  inoials  of  those  placed  under  his 
control. 

Ail.  X. — A  Commander  shall  embaik  in  the 
flag  ship  with  his  staff  officers.  Provided  that, 
when,  in  consequence  of  defects  in  the  flagship  or 


of  some  circumstances  relating  to  his  command, 
temporary  removal  to  another  ship  is  deemed 
necessary,  he  may  do  so  during  the  required 
period. 

Art.  XI. — The  discharge  of  the  official  duties 
devolving  upon  a  Commander  shall  commence  wilh 
the  hoisting  of  his  flag  on  the  flag-ship  and  close 
with  the  hauling  down  of  that  flag. 

Art.  XII. — The  Commander  may  detach  any 
of  the  war  vessels  placed  under  his  control. 

Art.  XIII. — In  case  vessels  under  his  control 
are  to  be  detached,  the  Commander  may  direct 
the  Vice-Commander  or  the  Senior  Captain 
to  command  the  detached  vessels,  and  may  en- 
trust him  wilh  the  control  of  affairs  falling  within 
the  sphere  of  his  competency. 

Art.  XIV. — In  case  the  Commander  undertakes 
a  cruise  with  the  fleet  placed  under  his  control,  he 
shall  fix  routes  to  be  taken,  for  the  safety  of  which 
he  shall  be  held  responsible. 

The  same  principle  applies  when  a  Vice-Com- 
mander or  Senior  Captain  has  command  of  a  fleet. 

Art.  XV. — In  case  an  officer  in  a  fleet  is  unable 
to  discharge  his  duties  owing  to  any  cause,  the 
Commander  may  appoint  another  officer  to  take 
his  place. 

Art.  XVI. — A  Commander  may  remove  the 
cadets  attached  to  a  fleet,  or  those  treated  as  com- 
missioned officeis,  from  one  vessel  to  another, 
according  to  his  judgment. 

Art.  XVII. — In  the  event  of  war  or  other  em- 
ergency, a  Commander  may  issue  orders  to  a 
war  vessel  which,  though  not  under  his  conttal, 
happens  to  be  at  the  time  in  the  same  harbour 
with  the  fleet.  Provided  that  this  shall  not  apply 
to  cases  where  the  harbour  is  a  naval  port. 

Art.  XVIII. — A  Commander  may  despatch 
vessels  under  his  control  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
regular  cruise  of  his  fleet,  when,  through  stress  of 
circumstance,  such  a  step  is  deemed  essential,  and 
when  there  is  no  time  to  wait  for  instruction  from 
superiors, 

Art.  XIX. — A  Vice-Commander  with  his  staff 
shall  embark  in  a  flag-ship  indicated  by  the  Com- 
mander and  shall  direct  the  ships  placed  under 
his  control. 

Art.  XX. — A  Vice  Commander  (in  case  theie 
is  no  Vice-Commander,  Senior  Captain,  or  lite 
chief  of  the  staff)  shall  undertake  the  function  of 
the  Commander  in  the  event  of  the  latter's  death 
and  pending  the  appointemnt  of  his  successor, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  Commander  being  in- 
capacitated to  discharge  his  duties. 

Art.  XXI — In  case  there  ate  no  chiefs  of  navi- 
gation, of  engineering,  and  of  surgery  in  the  staff 
of  the  Vice-Commander,  the  Commander  may 
make  the  chief  navigator,  chief  engineers  and 
chief  surgeon  of  the  flagship  discharge  their  re- 
spective duties  on  the  staff  of  the  Vice-Commander. 

Art."  XXII.— The  chief  of  the  staff  shall  assist 
the  Commander  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
shall  take  pait  in  official  affairs  of  importance, 
and  shall  regulate  matters  relating  to  the  fleet  in 
general. 

Art.  XXIII.— The  "staff"  attached  to  a  Com- 
mander shall  deal  with  business  alloted  to  them, 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  chief  of  the  staff, 

An.  XXIV.— The  "staff  ,"  attached  to  a  Vice- 
Commander  shall  deal  wilh  business  alloted  to 
/hem  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Vice-Com- 
mander. 

Ait.  XXV. — Private  Secretaiies  attached  to  a 
Commander  shall  deal  with  general  affairs  of  the 
fleet  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff. 

Ait.  XXVI. —  The  Confidential  Secretary  sub- 
ordinate to  a  Vice- Commander  shall,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Senior  Staff  Officer,  deal  with 
general  affairs. 

Ait.  XXVII. — Subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Commander,  the  Chief  of  Navigation  shall  deal 
wilh  matters  pertaining  to  the  courses  of  the  fleet 
and  shall  supervise  the  chief  officer  of  navigation  ill 
ship  ill  the  discharge  of  his  functions. 

Ai  I.  XXVIII. — Subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Commander  the  Chief  of  Engineeis  shall  deal  with 
matters  pertaining  to  the  engines  of  the  fleet  and 
shall  supervise  the  Chief  of  Engineers  ill  each  ship 
in  the  discharge  of  his  functions. 

SUBJECT  TO  THE  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  COM- 
MANDER. 

Art.  XXIX.— The  Chief  of  Surgery  shall  deal 
with  surgical  and  sanitaiy  affairs  of  the  fleet  and 
shall  supervise  ihe  Chief  of  Surgery  in  each  ship  in 
the  discharge  of  his  functions. 

Art.  XXX.— The  lawyer  attached  to  a  fleet 
shall,  subject  lo  the  supervision  of  the  Com- 
mander, discharge  his  functions  in  accordance 
with  the  Maritime  Law  and  shall  deal  with 
matters  pertaining  to  judgments,  punishments, 
and  other  matters  connected  with  mai  itime  justice. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
 ♦ 

THE  ERUPTION  OK  ASAM  A  YAM  A. 


To  the  Editor  op  the  "  Japan  Mam.." 

Sik,— You  will  no  doubt  have  been  informed  l»y 
telegram  of  the  unusual  activity  displayed  this 
moming  by  Asania-yama,  and  your  readeis  may 
be  interested  in  a  short  description  of  it,  as  it 
appeared  from  Karnizawa.  The  disturbance  looU 
place  about  nine  o'clock,  and  its  effects  were  more 
Or  less  visible  until  nearly  01  quite  ten.  There  was 
a  terrific  explosion,  and  a  great  volume  of  hlack 
vapour  rose  from  the  crater,  dividing  into  two 
plume-like  columns  which  gradually  expanded  ill 
the  direction  of  the  pass  followed  by  the  rail- 
way, until  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  the  north- 
ern quarter  of  the  heavens  was  all  but  com- 
pletely overcast.  The  effect  produced  was  strik- 
ingly beautiful,  for  not  till  the  stream  of  vapour 
had  passed  well  to  the  east  of  the  village  did  it 
lose  its  volcanic  character  and  lake  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  ordinary  black  cloud. 

The  noise  of  the  explosion  was  like  that  of  a 
heavy  canonade,  and  several  minutes  elapsed  be- 
fore it  entirely  ceased. 

Neither  stones  nor  ashes  have  fallen  hereabouts  ; 
but  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  shower  upon 
the  mountain. 

I  am  told  that  no  such  violence  as  this  has  late- 
ly occurred,  but  that  there  was  something  similar 
to  it  once  four  or  five  years  ago.  The  people  do 
not  seem  to  be  alarmed.  A  man  who  was  dig- 
ging near  me  went  on  with  his  work  after  a  moment 
as  if  nothing  extraordinai  y  had  happened.  I 
have  spent  several  summers  in  Karuizawa,  but 
have  myself  never  before  seen  or  heard  anything 
of  the  sort,  and  therefore  find  the  event  of  more 
than  passing  interest.  That  it  betokens  anything 
seiious  is  of  course  a  mere  matter  of  opinion.  The 
residents,  who  are  interested  in  the  coming  of  sum- 
mer visitors,  are  quite  sure  that  there  is  no  danger. 
If  they  could  guarantee  that  all  experiences  of 
volcanic  phenomena  would  be  equally  harmless 
and  equally  interesting,  they  would  add  greatly  to 
the  attractiveness  of  the  town  as  a  place  of  resort; 
for  such  a  sight  as  this  I  have  attempted  to  de 
scribe  is  one  not  to  be  forgotten. 

Yours  truly,  T.  M.  MACNAIR. 

Karuizawa,  June  14th,  1894. 


APPALLING  FIRE  IN  YOKOHAMA. 


LOSS  OF  LIFE. 

A  few  minutes  past  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  after- 
noon one  of  the  most  disastrous  fires  of  recent  years 
broke  out  in  a  public  bath-house,  called  Taniuoyu, 
at  No.  216,  Motomachi,  Gochome,  Yokohama, 
in  the  valley  immediately  below  the  Bluff  on  which 
stands  the  huge  red-painted,    wooden  building 
known  far  and  wide  as  the  Van  Schaick  Hall.  A 
kitchen-wench  had  been  cooking  some  rice  in  a 
rice-boiling  oven,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  opera- 
tion raked  over  the  wood  embers.    A  few  of  these 
fell  on  some  kindling  wood  which  soon  ignited.  The 
high  south  wind  quickly  carried  the  flames  over 
to  the  adjoining   block   and   in  a  few  seconds 
this  was  devoured.    Leaping  along  from  roof  to 
roof  the  fiery  element  swept  block  after  block 
away,  carrying  overwhelming  disaster  all  along  its 
path.    The  rising  ground  of  the  Bluff  was  soon 
packed  with  thousands  of  sightseers  who  were  con- 
tinually being  driven  back  from  their  coigns  of 
vantage  by  the  waves  of  intense  heat  which  ascend- 
ed from  the  burning  masses.     The  wind  blowing 
down  the  gullies  from  the  Bluff  drifted  the  smoke 
to  seaward,  so  the  watchers  in  this  quarter  had  a 
magnificent  view  of  the  terribly  grand  spectacle. 
For  upwards  of  three  hours    the  conflagration 
raged,  and  it  seemed  as  if  nothing  would  stay  its 
rapid  progress  short  of  a  wholesale  pulling  down 
of  a  wide  block  of  houses.    This  the  Japanese 
proprietors  would   not  allow,  and  consequently 
the  fire-fiend  sped  on,    the  tinder-dry  wooden 
edifices  falling  an  only  too  easy  prey.    A  fire 
always  brings  out  to  full  advantage  the  many 
sterling  qualities  of  the  Japanese  police,  and  on 
Sunday  afternoon  the  local  force  worked  splendidly 
both  with  ttie  hose,  fire-bucket  and  hatchet,  as  well 
as  in  assisting  the  weakly  and  aged  to  places  of 
safety.     About  half-past  four  the  wind  veered 
round  a  bit  and  this,  together  with  the  resistance 
offered   by  a  number  of   brick  buildings  and 
godowns,   was   the   only  thing  that  saved  the 
Japanese  quarter  from  Ishikawa  to  the  Maeda- 
bashi  from  wholesale  destruction.  The  flames  were 
driven  in  upon  themselves,  gradually  sank,  and  died 
out.    As  soon  as  the  fire  was  mastered  search-par- 
lies were  organised  to  hunt  up  missing  relations  or 
friends.  The  still  smoking  piles  of  ruins  were  elo- 
quent of  the  terrible  devastation.    Only  a  few  mud 
godowns  and  fire-proof  dwellings  remained  stand- 
ing isolated  among  the  smouldering  heaps  of 


charted  linibeis  whic  h  maikrd  the  different  blocks 
of  One-time  substantial  tenements — in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  whole  block  had  been  completely 
wiped  out  of  existence.  The  electric  light  and 
other  wires  lay  in  heaps  around.  Heie  and  there 
one  stumbled  upon  the  incinerated  remains  of  an 
unfortunate  dog  or  cat,  and  in  one  instance  the 
horribly  disfigm  ed  corpse  of  a  man  was  discovered- 
Within  a  short  space  of  time  the  police  had  as- 
cei  tained  the  full  extent  of  the  loss  so  far  as  houses, 
etc.,  were  concerned.  One  thousand  and  sixty-fom 
dwellings  had  been  totally  destroyed,  three  go- 
downs,  five  telephone  posts  and  four  electric-light 
posts  consumed,  and  one  man  burnt  to  death. 
Four  men  were  also  severely  injured,  three  of 
whom  are  firemen.  Numberless  babies  and  small 
children  were  also  reported  missing,  but  these  have 
all  been  found  and  returned  to  their  anxious 
parents.  Much  cordial  sympathetic  help  was 
given  by  many  European  ladies  in  regard  to 
these  homeless  litlle  ones,  both  food  and  shelter 
being  provided.  We  might  mention  here  that  more 
than  half  of  the  people  who  suffered  on  Sunday 
afternoon  are  very  poor  and  any  help  will  be 
thankfully  received.  Aid  in  money  and  in  kind 
to  the  extent  of  over  one  thousand  dollars  has 
been  afforded  by  foreign  residents,  with  Mr.  G.  W. 
Bramhall  as  the  leading  spirit  of  the  movement, 
and  this  has  been  gratefully  acknowledged.  The 
Elementary  school  at  the  back  of  Motomachi  was 
turned  on  Sunday  night  into  a  shelter,  and  relief 
was  given  to  all  those  who  applied,  in  the  shape  of 
boiled  rice  and  bedding.  Mr.  Bramhall's  fund 
has  afforded  over  one  thousand  meals,  bedding, 
working-tools,  and  other  necessaries  to  the  ab 
solutely  destitute,  and  the  Jizen-kai  Hospital  has 
been  equally  well  to  the  fore  in  giving  medical 
relief  to  the  sufferers. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  had  some  organised 
system  been  attempted  at  the  outset  and  a  block 
of  houses  pulled  down  at  once  the  fire  might 
have  been  easily  arrested  before  much  damage 
was  done,  but  nothing  of  the  soi  t  was  ventured; 
even  the  services  of  the  blue-jackets  sent  from  the 
war-ships  in  the  harbour  were  declined. 

The  whole  story  of   the  fire  has  yet  to  be  told 
A  few  minutes  before  five  o'clock  the  Settlement 
alarms  rang  out  again,  calling  attention  to  a  fire 
which  was  breaking  from  the  roof  of  No.  108,  in  the 
occupation  of  Mrs.  Douglas.    This  house  almost 
faces  Christ  Church,  and  some  anxiety  prevailed 
in  regard  to  the  sacred  edifice  and  the  surrounding 
buildings,  whose  roofs  and  eaves  were  continually 
catching  fire  from  the  flying  spark.    With  praise 
worthy  celerity  Engineer  Gabaretta  of  the  Y.F.B. 
was  soon  on  the  spot,  bringing  the  steamer  and  con 
nections  from  the  Motomachi  where  he  had  been 
hard  at  work  fighting  the  flames,  and  directing 
two  powerful  streams  of  water  upon  the  seat  of 
the  outbreak,  prevented  the  fire  from  spreading 
further.    Mr.  Bunting  with  a  private  stand-pipe 
in  his  yard  also  rendered  efficient  service.  The 
roof  soon  fell  in  and  the  upper  story  was  com 
pletely  destroyed. 

During  the  height  of  the  fire  in  Motomachi,  a 
foreigner  attempted  to  drive  over  Mayeda-bash 
in  a  one-horsed  vehicle.  He  was  naturally  stop 
ped  by  the  excited  people  who  were  vainly  en 
deavouring  to  save  their  goods  and  chattels,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  police  he  would  have  been 
mobbed.  As  it  was  the  crowd  exhibited  many 
signs  of  active  resentment. 

The  police,  after  their  harrassing  toil  at  the  fire 
on  Sunday  were  not  to  be  left  in  peace,  for  'Jack 
in  the  evening  helped  to  make  fin  ther  unpleasant 
ness.  Groups  of  men  on  leave  made  "  Blood  Town  " 
a  pandemonium,  necessitating  the  removal  of 
number  to  the  police  station  to  "  sober-up.  Some 
men   from    the   Queen    Victoria    were  particu 
latly  obstreperous,  causing  an    infinite    deal  of 
trouble.  A  seamen,  said  to  belong  to  the  Glenclova 
stole  a  watch,  but  as  he  returned  the  article  when 
arrested  he  was  released  with  a  caution.  Tl 
Japanese  watch-snatchers  and  thieves  were  also 
very    busy  plying  their  nefarious  vocations,  but 
many  were  fortunately  caught  in  the  act. 


I  have  heard,  says  Shooting  and  Fishing,  of 
a  great  many  different  kinds  of  bait  used 
catching   fish,  including  lizards  for  black  bass 
and  the  eye  of   a  yellow   perch   for  the  percl 
itself,  but  an  explorer  in  Borneo,   Mr.  Chailes 
Hose,  mentions  a  bait  entirely  new-  Mr.  Hose  de 
sired  some  fish,  but  had  no  tackle,  when  a  Dyak 
brought  out  a  piece  of  thread  which  he  tied  to 
wand,  and  from  apiece  of  brass  wire  he. bent 
hook.    The  next  thing  was  the  bait,  and  as  nothin 
could  be  found  for  this  purpose,  the  native  coolly 
took  a  knife  and  cut  a  piece  of  the  skin  from  the 
sole  of  his  foot,  which  served  to  tempt  the  fish,  an 
the  Dyak  furnished  the  same  bait  for  other  fishei 
men  in  the  party. 


DISASTROUS  EAR'I  UQUAKE  IN 
YOKOHAMA  AND  TOKYO. 


KXTKNSIVK  DAM  A  OK  AND   LOSS  01'  LI  IK  IN 
YOKOHAMA. 

Willi  an  enormous  fire,   a  destructive  eailh- 
qualce,  and  an  impending  water-famine — all  within 
the  short  space  of  three  summer  days — the  cup  of 
misfortune    is   brimming    over   for  residents  in 
Yokohama.     At  about    five  minutes    past  two 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  altei  noon  the  most  severe 
shock  of  eailhquake  expeiienced  in  this  district 
of  recent  years  passed    through    the    town  and 
neighbourhood  from  the  S.W.  to  the  N.E.  It 
lasted  but  lour  minutes  and  lliirty  seconds — accord- 
ing to  the  average  computation  an  ived  at  by  most 
folk — hut  even  in  that  shoi  t  limit  of  time  it  caused 
extensive  damage  both  on  the  Bluff  and  the  Set- 
tlement, as  well  as  entailing  the  deaths  of  fivepei- 
sons  and  severe  injuries  to  many  others.    A  slight 
shock  had  been  felt  at  5. 10  a.m.,  but  this  gave 
no  warning  of  the  terrible  shaking  which  was  to 
follow  hours  afterwards.    The  day  was  tropically 
hot,  there  being  scarcely  any  breeze,  while  the  sky 
looked  serene  and  clear,  with  hardly  a  wisp  of 
daintiest  cirri  to  be  seen.    Of  warning  there  was 
none-    The  full  force  of  the  shock  was  developed 
almost  at  the  outset,  and  the  oscillations  continued 
violence  right  to  their  abrupt  close.    On  the 
Bluff  scarcely  a  chimney  remains  uninjured,  and 
most  are  down.    At  No.  58,  Bluff,  a  solid  mass  of 
brick  and  tile  crushed  through  the  roof ;  fortunate- 
ly no  one  was  in  the  house  at  the  time  and  the 
damage  was  confined  to  the  furniture,  walls,  etc. 
The  chimney  of  the  house  adjoining — occupied 
by  Mrs.  Hegt — also  came    down    with  a  crash, 
causing  great  anxiety  to  the  widowed  lady  and 
her  daughter.    A  gentleman  who  was  proceeding 
down  the  hill  at  the  side  of  this  house  had  a  nar- 
row escape,  some  heavy  blocks  of  freestone  support- 
ing the  bank,  falling  into  the  roadway  just  as  lie  had 
passed.    The  bouses  on  No.  72  suffered  severely, 
walls  cracking,  roofs  shifting,  and  joists  being  dis- 
placed. At  the  Convent  a  whole  side  of  the  building 
lias  bulged  out  and  remains  in  a  highly  dangerous 
state.  The  children  of  Mr.  John  Cain,  at  No.  119, 
Bluff,  had  a  truly  marvellous  shaye,     They  were 
playing  in  the  drawing-room  at  the  time,  when 
some  one  noticed  the  ceiling  giving  way  ;  the  next 
moment,  the  brick  chimney  fell  through  into  the 
room,  shattering  everything  in  its  path.    Mr.  J. 
W.  Curtis  had  three  chimnies  down.     At  No. 
132,    occupied    by     Mr.    A.    W.    Payne,  the 
chimney   came  down,    the    walls    cracked,  and 
crevasses  20  feet  long  and  over  a  foot  deep  opened 
in  the  garden  around.    A  large  landslip  also  oc- 
curred  here,  the  face  of  the  cliff  falling  bodily 
down  to  the  beach.      Further  along,  at  Mandarin 
Bluff,  another  landslide  took  place.    The  Italian 
Consulate    lost    the    top   of    a   chimney,  and  a 
jinvikisha  drawer,  named  Kimura  Chiuzo  (36), 
an  employe  in  the  Consulate,  was  struck  on  the 
head  by  the  falling  bricks.     The  man   was  so 
severely  wounded  that  he  died  during  the  night. 
To  give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  chimneys 
destroyed  or  partially  damaged  on  the  Bluff  we 
print  the  following  list  of  houses  reporting  such 
damage:  —  Nos.  I,  2,  3,  6,  8,  19,  20,  29,  31,  32, 
35.  45.  47.  48.  53.  S6»  58,  59,  67,  71,  85,  106,  109, 
no,  in,  115,  IIQ.  *32,  203,  215,  221,  122,  225, 
232,  242,  244,    245,   247,  265  and    266.  Many 
of    these   houses   had    their    tiles    broken.  At 
Nos.  28,  72,  91,  245,  90,  72,  68,  82,  141,  217,  84 
and  83  tiles  were  removed,  while  at  Nos.  87  and 
86  walls  were  considerably  damaged.     The  gates 
of  No.  83  were  thrown  down,  and  the  stone-walls 
on  lots,  Nos.  42,  60,  66,  and  279,  were  shaken 
down.    The  gate  keeper's  house  at  No.  83  was 
considerably  damaged,  and  the  fences  of  Nos,  114 
and  219  were  overthrown.    Small  landships  occur- 
red at   Oyato,  Saiinotani,  and  Ninolani,  but  no 
lives  were  lost.    Nearly  every  house  011  the  Bluff 
reports  a  wholesale  bieaking  of  glass,  crockery, 
and  keramic  ornaments.     Clocks  slopped,  lamps 
broke  from  their  chains,  and  pictures  went  askew. 

Folk  out  in  the  haibour  report  that  the  shock 
was  felt  very  severely  on  board  ship  ;  even  H.M.S. 
Centurion  rolled  about  as  if  buffeted  by  a  heavy 
sea.  Watchers  on  the  deck  noticed  a  big  cloud 
of  dust  and  smoke  rising  from  the  whole  town 
and  Bluff,  and  for  the  moment  listened  intently  for 
the  sound  of  an  explosion — they  feared  that  some 
powder  magazine  or  other  storehouse  of  inflam- 
mables bad  exploded.  These  fears  were  soon  put 
at  rest,  but  others  were  aroused  upon  seeing  the 
cliffs  along  the  Bluff  and  over  at  Kanagawa  slid- 
ing down  to  the  beach.  The  shock  was  so  violent 
that  a  seismometer  mounted  on  the  Bluff  was  not 
equal  to  the  occasion  and  gave  up  the  attempt  at 
recording  its  impressions. 

IN  YOKOHAMA  SETTLEMENT. 

The  disaster  wrought  in  the  Settlement  by  this 
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severe  earthquake  is  attended,  we  regiet  lo  say, 
willi  sad  loss  of  life.    A  large  tea-firing  establish 
ment  occupied  by  Messrs.  Wilson  at  Co.,  al  No. 
258,  Horikawa-cho  and  Yechigo-cho,  facing  tlie 
Creek,  was  tbe  scene  of  tlie  calamity.    This  build- 
ing, constructed  of  red   brick  with  substantial 
stone-dressings,  is  quite  a  new  election.  Wmk 
was  in  full  swing  at  tlie  time  and  tlie  place  was 
crowded  with  male  and  female  labourers.    At  the 
rear  of  the  principal  building  is  a  covered  way 
having  a  zinc-roof  leading  to  the  tea  firing  godown. 
Mi.  Wilson,  as  soon  as  he  felt  the  shock,  went  to 
the  bacU  of  the  principal  godown,  intending  to  go 
to  the  lea-firing  shed  in  the  rear,  as  he  entertained 
fears  of  its  stability.    Here  he  was  met  by  a  tush 
of  panic-stricken  men  and  women,  who  half  filled 
the  passage-way.    Suddenly  the  rear  cornice  of  the 
big  building  caved  out  bodily  and  fell  on  the  roof 
of  the  passage.    It  was  the  work  of  a  moment,  but 
when  the  dust  had  cleared  away   it   was  found 
that  the  whole  of  the  people  were   buried  be- 
neath the  weighty  debris.    One  man  was  killed 
almost   outright,  a  great  pile   of  brick  having 
crushed   in  his   head;  a  woman  was  extiicated 
with  her  right  leg  fractured  in  two  places,  and 
her  head  badly  cut — she  died  within  an  hour  of 
reaching  hospital  ;  another  woman  was  in  a  bad 
way,  and  several  others  are  still  lying  in  a  precari- 
ous condition,  suffering  from  scalp-wounds  broken 
legs  and  arms,  and  hysteria.    Two  died  in  the 
hospital  at  11.30  p.m.    It  will  be  seen  from  this 
that    Mr.  Wilson    had  a    very   narrow  escape, 
— another  step  and  he  would  have  undoubtedly 
been  among  those  wounded.    As  soon  as  he  as- 
certained the  extent  of  the  calamity,  he  ordered 
the  debris  to   be  cleared  away,  but  for  a  time 
the    Chinese   and    Japanese   were   quite  panic 
stricken.    They,  however,  when  started,  woi  ked 
with  a  will  and  soon  extiicated  the  unfortunates 
who    were    buried    beneath.      They  presented 
a  ghastly  and  pitiful  sight.     Everything  possible 
was  done  to  alleviate  their  sufferings,  pending  the 
arrival  of  the  doctors,   Mrs.    Wilson,  although 
greatly  fi  ightened,  bathing  the  heads  and  giving 
brandy  to  the  wounded.    Dis.  Rokkaku,  who  did 
yoeman's  service,  Eldridge,  Runkwicz,  Wheeler, 
Kimura  and  many  others  were  quickly  on  the 
spot,  and  as  each  poor  sufferer — they  numhei  ed 
twenty-five — was  removed  from  the  ruins  his  01 
her  wounds  were  attended  to ;  then  they  were 
taken  to   the  police  station    where   their  hurts 
were  properly  dressed  previous  to  being  sent  to 
thejizenkai  hospital,  Mr.  Wilson  expressing  the 
desiie  that  everything  possible  should  be  done  for 
them.  The  firm  also  has  been  a  heavy  loser,  as  all 
the  tea  in  the  pans,  about  4,ooolb.,  has  been  spoil 
ed  through  being  burnt.    In  China  Town  a  whole 
house  came   down,   while  fronts   and    roofs  of 
others  fell   into  the  street  bodily  in  Honmura- 
road.    Two  Chinamen  were  slightly  hurt.  Some 
European  houses  along  the  Creek  also  suffered 
severely  from  the  shock,  and  one  resident  who 
was  passing  in   a  jinrikisha  only  managed  to 
spring  from  the  vehicle  just  as  one  wall  fell  out.  In 
the  road  adjoining  the  Cricket  Ground  crevasses 
have  opened,  but  they  are  of  slight  extent.  Many 
of  the  heavily  ornate  roofs  in  Japanese  town  have 
slid  away  from  their  supports,  and  in  one  instance 
the  walls  of  a  biick  house  have  moved  right  away 
from  the  supporting  corners  and  roof,  and  yet 
stand  upright.    The  old  Machigaisho  is  in  almost 
as  sorry  a  plight,  the  stonework  bulging  out  in 
some  places.    In  the  foreign  stores  some  damage 
has  natuially  been  sustained.    Messrs.  Arthur  and 
Bond's  breakages  will  amount  to  upwards  of  a 
thousand  dollars;  Messrs.  North  and  Rae  have 
lost  two  large  show  cases,  which  were  shivered  by 
the    shock;    Messrs.  Kelly  and   Walsh,  Lane, 
Crawford  &  Co.,  and  Brett  &  Co.,  escaped  with 
merely  a    derangement    of  their  goods.  The 
Hotels  escaped  lightly.    Clai  endon  House,  which 
so  many  predicted  would  not  stand  the  shock  of  an 
earthquake,  has  stood  the  severe  test  remarkably 
well.    Not  even  a  beam  was  heard  to  crack.  The 
whole  building  moved  like  one  solid  block.  It 
was  indeed  wonderful    to  observe  how  remark- 
ably well  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  Settle- 
ment and    on   the  Bluff  siood  the  shaking,  foi 
the  oscillations  were  most  severe.    Every  house 
literally  reeled  to  and  fro  tinder  the  influence  of 
the  motion  as  does  a  ship  upon  the  sea;  many 
an  ominous  groan  was  heard,  but  although  the 
ornaments  on  the  walls,  books,  and  other  loose 
articles  fell  to  the  ground,  the  houses  — with  the  ex 
ception  of  those  mentioned  above — have  sustained 
little  damage  beyond    ordinary  cracking.  The 
sight  in  the  streets  within  20  seconds  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  shock  was'  most  impressive 
hardly   a    person    in   the  town,  native  and  fo- 
reigner alike,  remained  within  four  walls.  But 
nothing  like  a  panic  occurred — everyone  went  back 
calmly  to  office  directly  the  motion  ceased. 

Two  sharp,  short  shocks,  following  in  quick  sue 
cession,  were  felt  at  9.33  p.m. 


DAMAGE  IN  JAPANESE  TOWN. 
A  godown  at  Honcho,  Rokuchome,  to  belonging 
Mr.  Hara  Genzaburo,  fell  in  two  parts;  a  biick  go- 
down  of  the  Asamatsugumi  at  Honcho,  Rokuchome, 
collapsed;  the  roof  of  a  store-house  at  Sumiyo- 
shicho,  Rokuchome,  fell  in  ;  two  godowns  at  Sumi- 
yoshicho,  Gochome,  were  destroyed  ;  one  house 
(seven  families)  was  overthrown  at  Ouoyecho, 
Rokuchome  ;  tlie  roof  of  a  godown  at  Kaigan-dori, 
Shichome,  fell  down  ;  a  stone-wall  about  two  ken 
in  length  was  destroyed  ;  one  store  house  at  Hon- 
cho, Shichome,  greatly  damaged  ;  a  poition  of  the 
roof  of  a  godown  at  No.  40  Molohama  cho,  Shi- 
chome, fell  down  ;  the  roof  of  a  house  at  No.  41, 
Motohamacho,  Shichome,  collapsed  ;  and  the  roof 
of  a  house  at  Sumiyoshicho,  Gochome,  fell  in. 

Some  damage  was  done  to  the  Yokohama 
Waterworks  at  Hodogaya,  and  great  anxiety 
was  entertained  by  the  commissioners,  who  soon 
proceeded  to  the  spot.  They  succeeded  in  effect- 
ing repairs  by  5  p.m.  No  damage  was  done 
to  telephone  and  electric  light  apparatus.  The 
poicelain  dealers,  as  usual  on  such  an  occasion, 
suffered  very  greatly,  and  their  losses  are  esti- 
mated to  be  very  great.  At  Yokotaya,  Shichome, 
Aioicho,  more  than  half  the  stocks  in-trade  were 
smashed.  Stone  lanterns  in  the  compound  of  the 
Benten  Shrine,  Hagoromocho,  were  overthrown, 
and  some  mischief  was  done  to  the  shrine. 

Hitomi  Urajiro  (26),  sprained  his  foot  while 
jumping  from  the  upper  story  into  the  road  at 
Eii  akucho.  A  girl,  named  Kiku  (16),  the  daughter 
of  Machida  Atsunobu,  residing  at  No.  104,  Moto 
machi  Gochome,  was  also  injured  in  the  feet  while 
attempting  to  run  from  her  house.  Five  small 
landslips  are  reported  from  Nakamuta,  but  no 
persons  were  injured. 

IN  THE  INTERIOR. 

The  Tokaido  Railway  was  slightly  damaged 
about  one  ri  this  side  of  Totsuka,  but  the  work- 
men were  successful  in  repairing  the  damage  by 
five  o'clock  the  same  afternoon,  and  the  section 
was  re-opened  for  traffic  shortly  afterwaid.  The 
roofs  of  the  godowns  in  Yokohama  Station  yard 
were  slightly  damaged. 

No  repoits  have  yet  been  received  from  any 
parts  of  Kanagawa  Prefecture  concerming  the 
earthquake,  but  it  is  said  that  the  shock  was  very 
strongly  felt  near  Ofuua  Station.  Houses  are 
said  to  have  been  thrown  down  there.  Nothing 
serious  occurred  at  Yokosuka. 

Official  reports  received  from  various  parts  of 
the  interior  concerning  the  earthquake  state  that 
strong  shocks  were  felt  at  Kamakura,  Yokosuka, 
Numazu,  Utsunomiya,  Mayebashi  and  Kofu 
(clocks  were  stopped).  Weak  oscillations  were 
expeiienced  at  Choshi,  Nagoya,  Gifu,  Hikone, 
Osaka  (clocks  were  slopped),  and  Fukushima, 
while  slight  tremors  occurred  at  A011101  i  and  Sakai. 

A  telegram  despatched  by  our  Kobe  correspon- 
dent at  7  p.m.  stales  that  no  earthquake  was  ex- 
perienced there. 

TOKYO. 


THE  EARTHQUAKE  IN 

Tokyo  was  visited  at  five  minutes  past  two  yester- 
day afternoon  by  an  earthquake  incomparably  more 
severe  than  anything  of  the  kind  since  the  great 
catastrophe  of  the  Ansei  era.    Two  extremely  vio- 
lent shocks  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession 
without  any  preliminary  tremors.    There  had,  in- 
deed, been  a  slight  seismic  disturbance  between 
five  and  six  o'clock  a.m.  the  same  day,  but  it  did 
not  serve  as  a  warning  in  any  sense,  and  when  the 
afternoon  phenomenon  occurred,  the  whole  city 
was  thrown   into  a  state  of  the  greatest  alarm. 
Travelling  apparently  from  south-west  to  north 
east,  the  shock,  in  accordance  with  the  unvaried 
record  of  this  terrible  force,  wrought  havoc  of  the 
most  diverse  character,  in  some  cases  overturning 
brick  cliimnies.levellTng  walls.and  wrecking  houses; 
in    others,  woiking  no  mischief  more  serious  than 
the  upsetting  of  ornaments  and  articles  of  furni- 
ture, or  the  shaking  down  of  plaster.  Persons 
driving  through  the  streets  at  the  moment  of  the 
occurrence,  say  that  the  ground  heaved  peicepti 
bly,  its  undulatory  motion  being  clearly  visible, 
hut  probably  much  of  this  effect  was  subjective. 
Nearly  all  the  important  buildings  of  solid  con 
slruclion  suffered  more  or  less  severely,  the  edi- 
fices yielding  conspicuously  more  easily  than  the 
new.    At  the  British  Legation  four  chimnies  were 
upset,  and  quantities  of  plaster  stripped  from  the 
walls,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  damage  did  not 
attain  large  proportions.    The  German  Legation 
suffered  more.    A  student  interpreter's  house  was 
completely  wrecked,  chimnies  and  other  elevated 
parts  of   the   edifice    were    thrown   down,  and 
scarcely  a  room  escaped  without  some  damage 
At  the    Russian    Legation   walls   were  cracked 
chimnies  twisted,  anckplasler  thrown  down.  Tin 
Foreign  Office  also  had,  its  roof  wrenched,  the 
tiles  of  a  Secretary's  hoiYee  completely  stripped 
off  and  its  boundary  walVon  the  eastern  side 
partially  demolished.    In  \\\  these  cases  there 


was    no    loss    of    life    or    limb.       But    al  the 
Rokumei-kan  a  terrible  accident  occurred.  A 
dray  with  two  horses  happened  to  be  standing 
under  the  poitico  when  the  shaking  commenced. 
The  betto  immediately  sprang  clear  of  the  build- 
ing, but  although  the  driver  resolutely  strove  lo 
urge  the  horses  foiward,  they  seem  to  have  been 
paralysed  with  terror,  for  llieyiefused  to  move, 
and  were  struck  by  a  mass  of  stone  blocks,  beams 
and  so   forth,  the    whole    superstructure  behind 
the  portico  Uaving  been  torn  away  and  huiled 
down    011    the   comparatively    frail    roof  below, 
crushing   it   in    as  though    it  were    glass.  The 
two  horses  and  the  driver  were  killed  on  the 
spot,  and    the    betto    subslained    serious  inju- 
ries.   A  chimney  on  the  east  front  was  also  de- 
molished.   At  the  Imperial  Hotel  two  chimnies 
collapsed,  one  striking  the  parapet  of  the  roof  and 
falling  harmlessly  to  the  ground  ;  the  other  smash- 
ing through  the  roof  into  a  dining  room  which 
most  fortunately  had  just  been  vacated.    One  of 
the  servants  received  a  serious  wound,  two  bettoes 
were  killed  by  the  fall  of  the  stable  which  was 
completely  wrecked.    Several  of  the  guests  ran  out 
and  seated  themselves  in  jinrikisha  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  toad,  where  they  remained  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  fearing  to  re-enter  the  building. 
Perhaps  the  most  severely  injured  among  the  De- 
partments of  State  was  the  Home  Department, 
an  old  and  ill-conslrucled  building.    Two  of  the 
chimnies  fell  through  the  roof  lo  the  floor  beneath, 
and  so  large  was  the  mass  of  tiles  and  bricks  pre- 
cipitated that  the  flooring  gave  way,  the  whole 
heap  crashing  through  to  the  ground.    One  of  the 
employes  was  killed  outright,  and  several  otheis 
weie  injured.  The  Naval  Department  fared  better, 
but  there  too  quantities  of  plaster  were  shaken 
down,  a  roof  collapsed,  a  warehouse  was  wrecked 
and  a  servant  wounded.    At  the  Finance  Depai  t- 
ment  several  chimnies  fell,  ceilings  were  precipi- 
tated lo  the  ground,  furniture  was  smashed,  and 
one  official  together  with  more  than  ten  servants 
wei  e  wounded.  The  Diet  did  not  escape.  Chimnies 
fell  through  the  roofs  of  the  House  of  Peers  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  tearing  wide  rents 
in  their  downward  passage.    The  Tokyo  Hotel 
fared  similarly  from   falling  chimnies,  and  the 
whole  edifice  was  canted  perceptibly  from  the 
perpendicular. 

The  foreign  settlement  in  Tsukiji  was  cruelly 
dilapidated.  Chimnies  fell  in  many  instances  and 
chinches  were  severely  injured.  As  the  Rikkyo 
Daigakko  in  Shinsakaye-cho  the  roof  collapsed, 
killing  in  its  fall  Mr.  Tamaki  Kakunosuke,  the 
director  of  the  school,  a  man  of  great  capacities 
whose  loss  will  be  seriously  felt.  On  the  whole, 
no  quarter  of  the  city  fared  worse  than  Tsukiji, 
probably  because  the  nature  of  the  ground — re- 
claimed land  with  a  soft  subsoil — lends  itself  to  the 
transmission  of  the  earthquake  wave. 

The  district  between  Kyo-bashiand  Nihon-bashi 
must  also  have  lain  in  the  direct  route  of  the 
dislui bance,  for  numbers  of  fire-proof  godowns, 
strongly  built  as  they  are,  were  overturned  or 
twisted. 

A  drug  store  built  of  brick,  at  No  2,  Nichome, 
Atago-shita,  collapsed  at  the  second  shock,  killing 
a  woman  of  sixty  and  two  maid  servants  of  twenty. 

At  the  factory  of  the  Tokyo  Spinning  Company 
111  Higashi-daiku-cho,  Fukugawa,  two  men  and 
twelve  women  were  wounded. 

Kudan,  also,  a  part  of  the  city  where  effects  of 
earthquakes  are  usually  little  felt,  shows  many 
traces  of  the  severity  of  this  shock.  The  well 
know  photographer,  Suzuki,  had  his  house  almost 
stripped  of  tiles,  and  in  Ozawa-machi  the  streets 
were  literally  strewiifwith  broken  tiles,  potsherds, 
and  other  debris.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
dealers  in  porcelain  were  cruel  sufferers,  the  great- 
er part  of  their  stock  in  trade  being  destroyed. 
All  the  bazaars  had  to  be  at  once  closed  owing  to 
the  disorder  reigning  within  and  the  wreckage. 
Telegraphic  and  telephonic  communications  were 
for  a  time  interrupted,  but  resumed  before  evening. 

The  large  private  school  in  Hitotsubashi-dori, 
just  opposite  the  Girl's  Industrial  School,  was  laid 
completely  baie,  l}ie  roof  being  displaced  and  all 
the  plaster  shaken  off  the  outer  walls. 

A  few  doors  farther  on,  toward  the  rooms  of  the 
German  Astasialische  Gesellschaft,  several  houses 
were  more  or  less  demolished,  and  on  the  top  of 
Kudan-zaka  the  two  great  stone  lanterns  flanking 
the  entrance  to  the  racecourse  were  twisted  out  of 
the  perpendicular.  Another  well  known  stone 
structure,  the  huge  granite  Torii  al  the  foot  of 
Sanno-yama,  was  completely  ruined,  only  a  portion 
of  the  upright  shafts  being  left.  Doubtless  stone 
Torii  elsewhere  suffered  similarly. 

But  the  most  serious  incident  of  the  calamity 
was  a  fire  that  broke  out  in  Oshima-cho,  Fuka- 
gawa.  It  was  caused  by  the  ignition  of  oil  in  the 
Kerosene  Company's  buildings.  The  flames 
spread  with  great  speed,  and  could  not  be  got 
under  control  for  four  hours,  by  which  time  some 
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600  houses  were  reduced  to  ashes.   Three  lives  are 

said  to  have  hecn  lost  in  lliis  eonflagi  .ilion. 

A  most  deplorable  accident  occurred  at  the 
Khigo  GakltO,  the  laigest  private  school  and  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  in  Kan  da  District.  This 
school  has  been  particularly  unfortunate,  for  the 
upper  floor  was  burnt  out  In  tlie  great  fire  of  Apt  il, 
1892.  On  the  present  occasion  the  fiist  shock 
sent  the  students  running  out  of  the  building;  all 
passed  out  in  safety  except  two  who,  just  as  they 
reached  the  poitico,  weie  struck  by  a  huge  mass 
of  blicks  and  tiles  that  fell  from  the  roof.  The 
unfortunate  young  men  were  completely  buried 
beneath  llie  debris.  One  was  killed  on  tlie  spot, 
his  body  presenting  a  shocking  appearance,  as  the 
head  had  been  driven  below  the  shoulders  and 
crushed  out  of  all  semblance  to  humanity.  The 
other  was  severely  wounded  in  the  back  of  the  head 
and  abdomen.  Medical  assistance  was  promptly 
procured,  and  the  report  was  at  first  favourable  ;  but 
toward  evening  the  patient  grew  worse  and  was 
not  expected  to  live  through  the  night.  Several 
other  people  were  injured  by  the  flying  tiles  and 
bricks,  but  none  severely.  The  student  kill- 
ed was  vei  y  popular  with  his  fellows,  and  his  sud- 
den death  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the  whole  student 
quarter  of  Kanda,  The  Higher  Commercial 
School  also  felt  the  full  force  of  the  shock,  and  all 
the  students  ran  out  into  the  street  for  safety. 
Hardly  had  they  done  so  when  the  roof  of  one  of 
iheoldei  buildings  gave  way  and  fell  crashingto  the 
floor  below.  Most  foitunately,  no  one  was  injured. 

In  Shiba  Distiict  the  amount  of  damage  done 
is  very  great  ;  it  would  seem  that  this  part  of  the 
ciry  was  more  severely  shaken  than  any  other,  a 
fact  tending  to  confii  m  the  belief  that  the  earth- 
quake was  not  the  result  of  Mount  Asama's  recent 
activity,  but  was  rather  due  to  a  subterranean  col- 
lapse in  the  bay  of  Tokyo,  the  heait,  according  to 
Prof.  Milne,  of  most  of  the  earthquakes  that  have 
visited  the  metropolis.  Many  chimnies  were  here 
overthrown  and  houses  wholly  or  pai  tially  unroofed. 
Those  in  the  vicinity  of  Mita  were  in  several  cases 
twisted  away  and  will  no  longer  be  habitable. 
Plaster  fell  from  the  walls  and  poi  celain  was  wreck- 
ed everywhere.  No  injuries  to  life  or  limb  were 
recorded,  however,  up  to  seven  o'clock  yesterday 
evening. 

One  of  the  chimnies  of  the  Koishikawa  Arsenal 
bioke  short  off  and,  rolling  through  the  tin  roof, 
did  great  injury  to  the  machinery  below.  The  main 
gateway,  one  of  the  old-fashioned  Japanese  mon, 
was  bent  and  its  roofing  denuded  of  tiles.  The 
canal  running  in  front  of  the  Arsenal,  between 
Koishikawa  and  Suidobashr,  is  a  mass  of  bricks 
and  stones,  precipitated  from  the  river-side  into 
the  water.  All  this  was  building  material  to  be 
used  in  erecting  the  Misaki  terminus  of  the  Shiii- 
guku  Misaki  Cho  branch  line  of  the  city  railway. 

Hongo,  particularly  in  the  Nezu  and  Koma- 
gome  disti  iots,  was  badly  shaken.  Twoold  houses 
were  partially  overthrown,  but  the  immates 
had  fortunately  reached  the  street  before  the  roofs 
fell  in.  Another  pi  ivate  dwelling  in  Nezu  had  its 
upper  floor — which  was  built  in  foreign  fashion — 
completely  demolished.  No  one  was  in  the  rooms 
at  the  time. 

The  Sumida  River  behaved  in  a  very  eccentric 
fashion  for  several  minutes  after  the  shock,  the 
water  rising  and  then  receding  many  times  in 
rapid  succession. 

In  Ky°  hashi  and  Nihon-bashi  the  shock  seems 
to  have  been  felt  with  less  severity  ;  yet  some  tram- 
cars  were  derailed,  the  horses  trying  to  bolt  with 
their  heavy  loads.  Ginza  and  Toii  being  more 
substantially  built  than  other  places,  did  not  fare 
so  badly,  though  great  wreckage  was  made  in  the 
two  Kankbba  near  Kyo-bashi  and  whereever  there 
was  any  slock  of  a  fragile  nature. 

A  chimney  of  the  Unitarian  College  in  Mita  fell 
down,  completely  unroofing  one  portion  of  the 
main  building.  Count  Ito's  private  residence  in 
Shiba  Isarago  was  also  fractured  and  otherwise 
injured,  the  roof  collapsing  and  falling  on  the 
upper  floor. 

The  metropolitan  journals  were  unable  to 
promptly  send  out  extras  according  to  their  usual 
custom,  the  cases  containing  tlie  type  being 
in  may  instances  ovei  thrown  and  the  type  scat- 
tered far  and  near.  This  happened  also  to  a 
number  of  private  printing  establishments  in 
Kanda  District. 

A  second  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  at  4.25 
p.m.  This  was  preceded  by  a  long  and  loud 
roaring  sound,  most  distinctly  heard  in  Kojimachi 
and  Bancho.  The  first  great  earthquake  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  most  people,  unaccompanied  by 
any  warning  sound. 

A  TERRIBLE  CATASTROPHE. 

The  most  appalling  catastrophe  occurred  in  the 
barrack  of  the  3rd  Regiment  of  the  Imperial  Guard, 
at  Akasaka.  It  being  Wednesday  afternoon,  most 
of  the  soldieis  were  out  on  leave,  so  that  a  still 
greater  loss  of  life  was  thus  happily  averted;  yet 


the  catastrophe  was  of  a  sufficiently  tei  1  ihle  nature. 
1  he  liisl  shock  set  (wo  or  throe  of  the  chimneys  Oil 
the  largest  tin  ce  stui  eyed  building  shaking,  and 
in  another  moment  they  and  souk?  three  01  four 
others,  fell  crashing  on  the  roof.  The  soldiei  s  in 
the  upper-most  floor  had  made  a  rush  for  the 
door  so  soon  as  the  earthquake  was  felt.  In  their 
mad  haste  they  got  jammed  on  the  staircase,  the 
1  oof  and  chimneys  tailing  on  the  struggling  help- 
less mass  of  humanity.  Three  were  killed  outright 
and  a  numbei  of  others  more  or  less  severely  injur- 
ed. No  certain  figuies  ai  e  obtainable  on  this  point. 
.The  Akasaka  Police  authorities  slate  that  twelve 
men  were  wounded,  four  of  these  perhaps  mor- 
tally ;  but  at  the  Military  Hospital  in  Kojimachi, 
the  total  number  was  estimated  to  be  over  twenty, 
several  of  whom,  though  they  might  live,  were 
said  to  be  crippled  for  life.  It  is  moreover  re- 
ported that  the  roof  of  the  barracks  in  ques- 
tion had  long  been  known  to  be  in  an  insecure 
condition,  so  that  it  was  quite  natural  that  it 
should  have  yielded  to  the  shock.  Of  those 
sent  to  the  Hospital  it  was  said  that  three  or  four 
were  not  expected  to  live  the  night  out.  Great 
precautions  weie,  however,  taken  to  keep  the  full 
extent  of  this  fearful  accident  from  knowledge  of 
the  general  public,  and  the  most  conflicting  re- 
poi  ts  were  spread  as  to  its  extent. 

FURTHER  MISHAPS  IN  TOKYO  AND  VICINITY. 

The  total  number  of  victims  in  Tokyo  reported  up 
to  six  o'clock  on  Thursday  afternoon  was  26  dead 
and  32  wounded,  many  of  the  latter  very  severely. 
As  the  returns  come  in — for  there  is  still  great 
confusion  in  many  parts  of  the  city— we  hear  thai 
Fukagawa  suffered  every  whit  as  much  as  Shiba. 
The  Cotton  Spinning  Company's  buildings  in  that 
district  were  partly  demolished,  two  or  three  work- 
men being  instantly  killed  and  a  large  number  of 
others  more  01   less  injured.    Several  plaster  go- 
downs  were  levelled  with  the  ground  and  many 
houses  were  unroofed,  or  great  fissures  appeared 
in  the  walls  and  flooring.    The  people  of  Fuka- 
gawa seem  to  have  had  a  greater  physical  shock 
than  those  in  other  parts  of  the  metropolis.  A 
number  of  untimely  births  were  caused  by  sheer 
fright,   one  fatal  case  of  attendant  haemorrhage 
being  recorded.    Of  the  crowd  of  sightseets  in 
the  Misaki  Theatre  in  Kanda  District,  very  many 
completely  lost   their  presence  of  mind  in  their 
frantic  desire  to  escape  from  the  building.  One 
elderly  woman   and   her  daughter  imprudently 
sprang  from  a  window  in  the  upper  storey  to  the 
street  below,  the  mother  fracturing  her  arm  and 
receiving  internal  injuries,  while  the  daughter  was 
also  badly  wounded.    The  elder  woman  died  yes 
terday.    In  Nishi  Ogawa  Machi  a  man  sprang 
from  the  upper  floor  of  his  house,  alighting  un- 
injured, but  as  he  started  to  run  off  a  shower  of 
tiles  fell  from  the  roof,  striking  him  on  the  head 
and  nape.    He  died  within  the  hour.    In  Nishiki 
Cho,  one  of  the  most  important  throughfares  of 
the  same  district,  the  dwelling  of  a  certain  ardent 
Buddhist  began  to  shake  ominously.    He  calmly 
seated  himself  at  once  in  the  centre  of  the  room 
and  grasped  his  rosary,  "  being  convinced,"  as  he 
afterwards  slated,  "  that  his  blameless  life  would 
find  favour  in  the  sight  of  Buddha."    The  roof 
actually    did    fall     in,    but    though    liles  and 
timbers   were    heaped    about    him    he  escaped 
without  a  scratch.    In  Shiba  District,  two  persons 
met  their  death  in  a  very  strange  manner.  One 
old  woman  was  scalded  to  death  by  the  overturning 
of  a  cauldron  of  boiling  water,  while  a  maid  in  the 
same  house  was  killed  just  as  she  reached  the 
threshold  of  the  front  door,  by  part  of  the  wall 
falling  on  her.    A  foreigner  living  at  Surugadai 
had  a  very  narrow   escape.    Close    beside  the 
house  he  inhabited  was  another  empty  one,  built 
in  foreign  style.    The  first  shock  sent  him  flying 
downstairs  and  towards  the  street,  in  reaching 
which  he  would  have  had  to  pass  the  oilier  empty 
dwelling.    But  just  before  he  started  to  pass  by  it, 
the  whole  dwelling  collapsed  and    fell    with  a 
deafening  crash  to  the  ground.    Had  he  been  two 
seconds  earlier,  he  would  have  been  instantly 
killed.    On  Kudan  zaka,  the  great  stone  lanterns 
flanking  the  main  entrance  to  the  Shokohsha,  were 
twisted    sidewise,    the  stone  emaments  on  top 
threatening  to  fall  at  the  slightest  jar.    The  police 
have  warned  all  passers-by  to  give  ihe  lanterns  a 
wide  berth. 

Factory  chimnies  have  suffered  severely.  All 
those  visible  along  the  line  of  railway  from  Tokyo 
to  Yokohama  are  partially  or  wholly  wrecked,  and 
reports  of  similar  disasters  come  from  the  suburbs 
of  the  capital. 

Cracking  of  the  soil  did  not  take  place  on  an 
extensive  scale,  but  numerous  small  fissures  made 
their  appearance,  their  general  direction  being 
from  south  to  north.  Some  of  the  most  conspicu- 
ous are  in  Fukuyoshi-cho,  Yenoki-zaka  ;  Tamachi, 
Shichome;  the  Babasaka  Gate;  Sarugaku-cho, 
Kanda  ;  Toriizaka-niachK  Kogai-machi  and  so 
forth.  In  Omoie-cho,  Akasaka,  the  aqueduct 
burst  and  water  spouted  out. 


The  Italian  Legation  wasveiy  badly  shaken. 
The  arched  salon,  one  of  the  moot  beautiful  in 
Tokyo,  threatened  to  fall  in  ruins,  two  of  the  walls 
bring  fissured  from  top  to  bottom  and  theaich 
being  clacked  oucularly.  In  the  walls  of  the 
other  looms,  salons,  bed-chambers  and  so  forth, 
cracks  are  every  where  conspicuous,  and  in  many 
cases  sei  ions  twisting  and  distorting  have  taken 
place.  The  architects  have  declared  the  house 
insecure,  in  view  of  its  imminent  danger  of  collap- 
sing altogether.  The  godown  has  lost  a  wall,  and 
the  outer  wall  of  the  enclosure,  bordering  ihe 
street,  has  been  overturned  in  seveial  places. 

It  was  rumoured  at  fust  that  the  high  tower, 
called  the  Ryouu-kaku,  at  Asakusa  had  fallen,  but 
since  such  an  event  happening  eaily  in  the  after- 
noon must  have  entailed  teirible  loss  of  life,  if  not 
to  visitors  assuredly  to  the  latge  number  of  persons 
constantly  employed  within  the  structure,  and  as  no 
injury  to  life  or  limb  was  reported,  the  rumour 
obtained  little  credence.  The  truth  is  that  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  surrounding  fence  was 
thrown  down.  The  Asakusa  legion  has  always 
been  fortunate  as  to  the  effects,  of  earthquakes. 
It  is  probably  one  of  the  "special  districts"  of 
Tokyo  that  Professor  Milne's  researches  have 
proved  to  exist. 

The  seismic  instruments  at  the  Central  Obser- 
vatory and  elsewhere  showed  themselves  virtually 
useless,  as  they  always  do   in  times  ol  serious 
shocks.  They  were  thrown  completely  out  of  gear, 
and  in  some  cases  broken.  Seismologists,  of  whom 
Japan  has  so  many,  must  feel  greatly  chagrined 
to  find  that  after  all  these  years  of  device  they 
have  not   succeeded    in  producing  instruments 
capable  of  doing  their  work  at  the  moment  when 
they  are  so  needed.    It   was  by  comparing  the 
impei  feet  indications  given    by  the  instruments 
just  before  they  became  hors  de  combat  that  the 
Central  Observatory   compiled    the    report  pro- 
duced yesterday  in  our  columns.    It  is  a  satis- 
faction   to    learn    that    the    Imperial  Palace, 
the  residence  of  the  Empress  Dowager  at  Aoyama, 
that  of  the  Prince  Imperial  at  Akasaka,  and  the 
H  ama   Detached  Palace,  were  one  and  all  un- 
injured by  the  earthquake.    In  the  Cabinet  Build- 
ing a  chimney  fell  and  greatly  damaged  the  roof. 
The  plaster  of  the  room  in  which  the  Ministers  of 
State  were  at  the  moment  holding  a  conference, 
was  shaken  to  the  floor,  but  no  further  damage  was 
inflicted.     The  chimney  above  the  office  of  the 
Privy  Council  also  gave  way.    The  tiles  on  the 
roof  of  the  Foreign  Office  were  mostly  displaced, 
while  the  chimneys  were  twisted  and  are  now  in  a 
most  unsafe  condition.    The  residence  of  Mr.  Go, 
a  private  secretary  of  the  Minister,  situated  within 
the  premises  of  the  Department,  sustained  much 
injury.   A  falling  chimney  bioke  through  the  roof, 
leaving  the  upper  rooms  exposed.  The  whole  build- 
ing was  so  greatly  damaged  that  it  is  considered  no 
longer  habitable,  and  the  inmates  have  had  to 
move  elsewhere.    The  official  residences  of  Mr, 
Nakada,  a  Private,  and  of  Mr.  Sato,  a  Depait- 
mental  Secretary,   were  also  damaged  consider- 
ably, though  not  so  much,  as   Mr.  Go's  house. 
The  majority  of  the  chimneys  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment were  thrown  down,  completely  destroying  a 
small  building  at  the  back  of  the  premises  and 
seriously  damaging  several  other  offices.  Sato 
Seibei,  a  paperhanger,  who  was  at  the  moment 
making  repairs  in  the  wall  of  the  Library,  was 
severely  wounded  in  seveial  places.    He  was  at 
once  conveyed  to  his  home,  but  is  reported  to  have 
died  on  the  way  thither.    Three  clerks,  a  boy,  and 
a  mechanic,  who  were  on  the  premises  at  the  time, 
were  all  wounded,  though  not  very  badly.     In  the 
Finance  Department,  a  clerk  of  the  Bureau  of  Ac- 
counts in  the  upper  floor  attempted  to  gain  the 
ground  by  means  of  a  ladder  which  stood  leaning 
against  the  wall.    The  ladder  was  overthrown  and 
the  clerk  sustained  dangerous  internal  injuries  fi  om 
his  fall.  Aboy  wasalsobadlyhurtbysomefallingfi?g- 
briswUWz  springing  from  the  upperstory.  Both  wei  e 
at  once  taken  to  the  Junten-do,  Dr.  Sato's  hospital, 
but  the  clei  k  will  pi  obably  succumb  to  his  injuries. 
In  the  Naval  and  Wat  Departments,  as  well  as  in 
the  Departments  of  Justice,  Education,  Agriculture 
and  Commeice,  and  Communications,  damages 
varying  in  magnitude  were  sustained,  the  Naval 
Department  suffering  most  and  the  Noshomnsho 
least,  the  latter  being  new  and  most  substantially 
built.    In  the  former  Department  a  fireman  was 
hurt  by  falling  tiles ;  in  the  Department  of  Justice 
two  cleiks  suffered  in  the  same  manner;  in  the 
1 'eishinsho  a  clerk  rashly  leaped  from  a  height  to 
the  ground,  receiving  a  dangerous  wound,  while 
two  or  three  other  officials  were  slightly  injured. 

With  regard  to  the  Akasaka  barracks  catastrophe, 
Lieutenant  Kamiyo — the  scion  of  some  noble  house, 
to  judge  by  his  patronymic — two  privates  and  one 
merchant  leceived  moi  tal  wounds  in  the  manner 
desciibediu  our  issue  of  yesterday.  Nine  other 
soldiers  sustained  injuries  of  a  less  dan  gerousnature. 
Ill  the  case  of  the  Imperial  Hotel  and  Tokyo  Hotel 
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it  is  now  reported  tliat  tlie  calamity  did  not  extend 
beyond  severe  injury  of  the  buildings;  fortunately 
no  one  received  a  wound.  In  Kyobashi  Distiicl, 
besides  the  deplorable  accident  to  a  teacher  of  the 
RikUyo  Gakko,  two  fatal  and  five  serious  cases 
were  reported  at  a  bath  house  in  Molo  Hatcho- 
bori  ;  an  artisan  was  also  dangerously  wounded 
by  the  bricUs  falling  from  the  fractured  wall  of  the 
Koseikan.  The  chimney  of  the  Tokyo  Tsukiji 
Type  Foundry  fell,  inflcting  severe  injuries  on 
one  of  the  employes.  The  residence  of  Mr 
Fukuzawa  Yukichi,  in  Mita,  suffered  considerably. 
The  roofs  of  a  number  of  godowns  and  piivate 
dwelling  in  that  part  of  the  city  were  entirely  demo- 
lished, though  without  any  particular  injury  to  the 
inmates.  As  for  the  Koishikawa  Arsenal,  we  regret 
to  say  that  the  catastrophe  was  not  confined  to  the 
buildings  only,  as  one  mechanic  was  killed  on  the 
spot  and  three  others  badly  hurt.  Upon  the  first 
shock,  the  woikmen  were  so  terrified  that  those  in  the 
second  floor  made  an  attempt  to  leap  to  the  ground. 
In  so  doing  the  foot  of  one  man  became  entangled 
in  the  telegraph  wires  whence  he  was  precipitated 
to  the  ground,  fracturing  his  skull  and  expning 
immediately.  Another  was  badly  wounded  about 
the  knees  and  legs  by  striking  against  some  sharp 
granite  blocks  that  were  unfortunately  lying  about. 
He  fell  insensible  and  was  afterwards  taken  to  an 
adjacent  hospital.  Only  two  casualities  occuired 
in  Hongo  District,  both  of  minor  importance.  In 
Asakusa  a  girl  of  twelveyears,  living  in  Hatago  Cho, 
sustained  possibly  fatal  injuries;  while  in  Yanagi- 
machi  the  child  of  Mr.  Ito  Yonekichi  was  severely 
hurt  and  his  maidservant  instantly  killed  by  fall- 
ing tiles  and  bricks.  The  death  of  two  men 
in  Fulcagawa  was  caused  by  the  collapse  of 
some  warehouses  belonging  to  the  Warehousing 
Company;  one  other  man  was  also  dangerously 
wounded.  An  unknown  man  was  crushed  to  death 
in  Kiyomizu  Cho,  a  lot  of  debris  falling  atop  of 
him.  In  Shitaya,  Azabu,  Yotsuya,  and  Ushigome 
the  damage  done  was  confined  to  buildings,  no 
severe  or  fatal  cases  of  injury  having  been  re 
ported  up  to  yesterday  evening.  In  Honjo,  the 
district  of  the  fiie,  two  persons  were  hurt,  as  well 
as  four  others  in  Nihonbashi.  None  of  these  cases 
are  serious.  The  fire  caused  by  the  ignition  of 
petroleum  at  Oshimamura,  did  not  spread  to  the 
neighbourhood.  There  being  no  houses  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  Oil  Factory,  the  fire  died 
out  gradually  of  its  own  accord,  after  having  com- 
pletely consumed  the  oil  in  stock  and  the  build- 
ing. It  is  reported — though  with  what  correctness 
we  do  not  know — that  ten  thousand,  some  say  one 
hundred  thousand,  cases  of  oil  were  destroyed. 

Just  as  we  go  to  press,  we  receive  news  of  seve- 
ral additional  disasters  that  accompanied  the 
earthquake.  A  teacher  of  the  Kyoritsu  Joshi 
Shokugyo  Gakko  in  Kanda,  who  had  been  in 
Nagoya  at  the  time  of  the  great  earthquake  of  a 
few  years  ago  and  narrowly  escaped  death,  sprang 
from  an  upper  window  in  an  access  of  fright.  He 
alighted  on  his  head  and  was  instantly  killed.  The 
Kinjo  (not  Kirigo,  as  misprinted  in  our  yesterday's 
issue)  Gakko  has  been  pronounced  unsafe  through- 
out and  this  fine  building  will  probably  have  to  be 
pulled  down.  A  house  in  Misakicho  fell  to  the 
ground  about  an  hour  after  the  earthquake 
was  over  ;  it  had  been  forced  out  of  the  per- 
pendicular and  was  deserted  by  the  inmates 
before  it  collapsed.  A  workman  on  the  canal 
near  Koishikawa-bashi  it  said  to  have  been  seve- 
rely injured  about  the  head  by  falling  bricks. 
Several  of  the  metropolitan  bridges  were  cracked 
or  otherwise  injured,  and  one  has  since  been  con- 
demned. The  whole  city  is  in  a  slate.of  anxiety  and 
expectancy,  for  it  is  predicted  by  certain  merciless 
diviners  that  another  and  still  worse  shock  is  at 
hand.  But  no  grounds  whatever  exist  for  such  a 
conjecture. 

The  Electric  Light  Works  in  Tokyo  were  thrown 
out  of  gear  and  the  city  remains  to  this  moment 
without  its  usual  supply  of  light. 

DAMAGE  IN  THE  RURAL  DIVISIONS. 
Nothing  serious  resulted  in  the  rural  divisions  of 
Kanagawa  Prefecture  with  the  exception  of  Tadii 
bana  Distiict.  At  Daishigawara  in  the  bitter  dis- 
ti  ict  a  stone  wall,  measuring  nine  ft.  Ivy  thirty  ken, 
at  the  tear  of  the  Heiken  Temple,  fell  bodily.  Two 
girls  and  one  boy,  aged  between  eleven  and  eight, 
who  were  returning  home,  were  crushed  by  the 
falling  masses,  and  died  almost  immediately.  Four 
godowns  were  badly  damaged,  and  thirty  others 
were  cracked.  The  tiles  of  thiee  dwellings 
fell  and  two  out-houses  were  over  thrown. 
The  chimneys  of  a  Brick  Factory  and  the  Japan 
Silk  and  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  were  destroyed. 
Beyond  slight  damage  at  Ofuna  Railway  station 
Kamakura  District  escaped  without  much  shaking. 
Nothing  serious  occurred  in  either  Yokosuka, 
Misaki,  Uraga  or  Nagaura,  in  Miura  District.  In 
Aiko  Distiict  some  damage  was  sustained  in 
porcelain  and  lamp  shops,  but  no  persons  were  in- 


ured. The  shock  was  strongly  felt  in  Ashi- 
warashime  District,  but  no  injury  was  done 
to  either  life  or  buildings.  Clocks  were  stopped  in 
Ishigara  Kami  District,  and  some  residents  ran 
outside  their  houses.  Yurugi,  Koza,  and  'Isukio 
Districts  remained  unaffected  by  the  earthquake. 

THE  ORIGIN. 

The  oiigin  of  the  earthquake  is  located  by 
Professor  Wada  Ishiro  at  a  point  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Shirane-san  and  Asama-yama  in 
Shinano.  He  considers  that  the  phenomenon  was 
volcanic,  but  upon  what  grounds  this  estimate 
of  place  and  nature  are  based,  'we  do  not  learn. 
It  seems  to  be  generally  agreed  that,  so  far  as 
the  severity  of  the  shock  was  concerned,  neither 
the  great  earthquake  of  Ansei,  that  laid  Tokyo 
in  ruins,  nor  the  calamity  of  1891  that  wrought 
such  havoc  in  Gifu  and  Owari,  was  of  equal  in- 
tensity. The  earth  movements  on  the  present 
occasion  were  the  most  violent  of  all,  but  happily 
their  comparatively  short  duration  averted  results 
of  wholesale  disaster.  It  is,  indeed,  diffiult  to 
understand  how  any  buildings  could  withstand 
such  twisting  and  heaving.  A  practical  illustra- 
tion is  afforded  by  the  experience  of  a  Tokyo  re- 
sident. His  family  happened  to  be  divided  into 
two  parties  at  the  moment  of  the  shock,  one 
below  stairs,  the  other  in  a  distant  part  of 
the  second  storey,  a  long  way  off.  Being  him- 
self downstairs,  he  proceeded  to  ascend  to  the 
second  storey,  after  seeing  the  inmates  of  the 
lower  storey  escape  into  the  garden.  But  _  so 
violent  was  the  oscillation  that  he  found  him- 
self obliged  to  cling  to  the  banisters  in  order 
to  ascend  the  stairs.  How  lofty  houses  and  tall 
chimnies  could  survive  such  an  ordeal,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive. 


Reports  from  various  places  in  the  interior 
give  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  area 
throughout  which  the  shock  of  the  20th  instant 
was  felt.    The  intelligence  runs  as  follows  : — 

Shinshu — A  violent  distui  bance  was  felt  simul 
taneously  with  that  in  Tokyo.  Plaster  was  shaken 
off  and  fences  were  overthrown,  but  no  casualties 
to  life  or  limb  occurred.    Asama-yama  displayed 
no  special  activity. 

Kanagawa  Prefecture — The  railway  tunnel  be- 
tween Hodogaya  and  Tolsuka  was  injured  so  as 
to  become  impassable,  but  the  debris  was  quickly 
removed,  and  the  railway  service  re-commenced 
from  5  p.m.  the  same  afternoon.  Fissures  were 
formed  in  the  ground  at  various  places.  In  the 
Daishigawara  Division  there  were  three  deaths, 
and  some  persons  were  wounded. 

Mayebashi — The  localities  in  the  south  of  the 
prefecture  suffered  most.  Godowns  lost  the  plaster 
off  their  walls,  and  numbers  of  stone  walls  were 
injured. 

Kofi, — A  violent  shock  was  felt  at  2.05  p.m 
Plaster  and  fences  suffered  considerably,  but  no 
injury  was  done  to  life  or  limb. 

Yokosuka — The  shock  was  felt  severely,  but 
neither  persons  nor  cattle  were  injured. 

Fiikushima — An  earthquake  was  felt,  but  its 
intensity  did  not  attain  considerable  dimensions. 

Niigata — A  slight  earthquake  occurred,  but 
there  were  no  casualties. 

Utsuuomiya — Three  shocks  of  earthquake  were 
experienced  on  the  20th  instant.  That  at  2,05  in  the 
afternoon  was  the  most  severe.  People  being  all 
out  of  doors  at  the  time,  no  casualties  to  life  or 
limb  occurred,  and  considering  the  extent  of  the 
area  shaken  the  record  of  injuries  is  slight. 

Shizuoka — A  strong  shock  was  felt  at  2  p.m 
There  were  no  casualties,  nor  were   any  serious 
damages  suffered. 

Nagoya— An  earthquake  was  felt  at  2.05  p.m.  on 
the  20th  instant,  but  it  did  no  damage. 

THE  OBSERVATORY  REPORT. 

It  has  been  already  reported  that  the  seismo 
graphs  in  the  capital  proved  themselves  unequal 
to  the  occasion,  so  that  no  trustworthy  record 
could  be  obtained.  The  Official  Gazette,  however, 
publishes  the  following  figures,  furnished  by  the 
College  of  Science  of  the  Imperial  University  : — 

Time  of  first  tremor    2h.  2m.  30s.  p.m. 

Duration  of  disturbance    4  minutes  30  seconds. 

Maximum  Horizontal  Motion   80  millimeters  per  second. 

Period  of  Oscillation    2  seconds  (approximately.) 

Maximum  Vertical  Motion    10  millimeters  per  second. 

The  shock  set  in  with  gentle  tremors,  but  rapidly  developed 
in  intensity,  and  afier  an  interval  of  10  seconds  the  maximu 
horizontal  motion  of  80  millimeters  was  developed. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  record  here  the  report  of 
the  Centural  Observatory,  reducing  it  to  the  same 
units  :  — 

l  ime  of  first  tremor    2h.  4m.  10s.  p.m. 

Duration  of  disturbance    4  minutes  48  sec. 

Maximum  horizontal  motion    Jo  millimeters  per  second. 

Maximum  vertical  motion    18  millimeters  per  second. 

The  Kanda  Hitolsubashi  Observatory  has  pub 
lished  the  following: — 

Maximum  horizontal  motion   130  millimeters  per  second 

Maximum  vertical  motion    45  millimeters  per  second 

Duration    S  minutes. 

Period  of  vibration   1111.30  sec.  (approximately.) 


It  does  not  of  course  follow  that  the  discrepancies 
the  above  records  are  attributable  entirely  to 
errors   of  observation  or  defects  of  instruments. 
The  same  eatthquake  produces  effects   of  very 
varying  intensity  in  different  quarters  of  Tokyo. 
The  Hitotsubashi  Observatory  is  situated  in  a  low- 
lying  part  of  the  city,  whereas  the  observatory  of 
the  University  stands  on  comparatively  high,  firm 
round.    The  records  obtained  at  the  former  would 
naturally  show  more  striking  results  than  those 
btained  at  the  latter. 
It    is    interesting    to    know    what  comparison 
exists  between  this  earthquake,  as  felt  in  Tokyo, 
and  the  Ai-Gi  shock  of  1891.     The  experts  of 
ie  Imperial   University  tell    us,  with  reference 
>  this,  that  wheieas  the  maximum  accelerated 
motion — which  is  derived  mathematically  from  ihe 
maximum  horizontal  velocity,  the  periodic  time  and 
other  factors,  and  which  is  taken  as  representing 
the  destructive  effect — on  the  20lh  instant  was 
fiom  400  to  500    millimeters    per   second,  the 
corresponding  figure  for  the  Ai-Gi  earthquake  is 
supposed  to  have  been  from  3,000  to  8,000  mil- 
limeters.   On   the  other  hand,  the  Hitolsubashi 
experts,  who  claim  to  be  equipped  with  a  special 
instrument  for  measuring  severe  shocks,  say  that 
whereas  the  maximum  hoiizonlal  motion  probably 
reached  as  high  as  260  millimeters  per  second  at 
the  centre  of  the  Ai-Gi  disturbance,  it  reached 
only    130  millimeters,  or  one    half,  on    the  ie- 
cent   occasion    in    Tokyo.    We    may   add  that 
during  the  earthquake   of    1880,  which  wrought 
such   havoc   in  Yokohama   and   which   is  held 
by  some  of  the  residents  to  have  been  even  more 
severe  than  that  on  the  20th  instant,  the  maximum 
horizontal  motion  was  put  at  50  millimeters.  Con- 
sidering that  the  figures  given  for  the  Ai-Gi  shock 
were,  in  great  part,  conjectural,  and  that  their 
calculators  must  have  been  appreciably  influenced 
by  the  visible  effects  of  the  shock  ;  and  consider- 
ing also  that  in  all  these  extiaordinary  cases  the 
records  obtained  from  instruments  whose  extreme 
capacity  for  trustworthy  indication  is  wholly  over- 
taxed, must  be  a  matter  of  hypothesis,  we  can  not 
see  that  any  valuable  comparison  is  possible.  The 
Ai-Gi  earthquake  is  supposed  to  have  continued 
during  12  minutes.    That  of  the  20th  instant  did 
not  exceed  5  minutes,  at  the  outside   and  there 
were  only  two  shocks  of  great  violence.    No  doubt 
can  be  entertained  that  if  the  disturbance  had 
continued  a  little  longer,  one  half  of  the  city  must 
must  have  been  laid  in  ruins. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  this  earthquake  was 
the  virtually  solitary  character  of  the  disturbance. 
It  has  hitherto  been  a  rule,  almost  without  excep- 
tion in  Japan,  that  every  large  and  destruciive 
earthquake  has  been  succeeded  by  a  long  series 
of  minor  disturbances.  On  the  occasion  of  Ai-Gi 
phenomenon,  no  less  than  19  shocks  were  registei  • 
ed  at  the  Central  Observatory  in  Tokyo,  between 
sunset  on  the  27th  of  September  and  3  p.m. 
on  the  28th,  the  chief  shock  occurring  between 
6  and  7  a.m.  on  the  28th.  Thenceforth  during 
days  and  weeks,  the  unhappy  people  in  Aichi  and 
Gifu  were  perpetually  shaken,  so  that  the  total 
number  of  earthquakes  reached  into  the  thou- 
sands. But  the  phenomenon  of  the  20th  instant 
was  preceded  by  only  one  slight  shock,  9  hours 
earlier,  and  succeeded  by  only  three  during  the 
next  3  days.  Thus,  if  precedents  be  at  all  trust- 
worthy, the  fears  ventilated  by  some  alai  mists  that 
another  shock,  or  series  of  shocks,  may  be  expect- 
ed, seem  quite  unwarrantable. 

It  is  not  yet  possible  to  form  a  clear  idea  of 
the  area  of  disturbance,  but  we  may  safely 
assert  that  it  is  far  less  extensive  than  was 
the  area  shaken  in  1 891 .  On  the  latter  occa- 
sion brick  buildings  were  affected  through  a 
region  measuring  4,400  square  miles,  and  the 
disturbance  was  felt  from  Sendai  in  the  north 
to  Nagasaki  in  the  South.  But  on  the  20th 
instant  the  distui  bance  does  not  seem  to  have 
made  itself  seriously  perceptible  farther  north  than 
Utsuuomiya  and  Mayebashi,  or  farther  south  than 
Shizuoka  and  Numazu.  The  centre,  however, 
happened  to  be  in  Tokyo,  or  very  near  Tokyo,  and 
of  course  the  injury  to  life  and  properly  was  cor- 
responding great. 

ITEMS. 


EARTHQUAKE 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  damage  done  to 
the  office  of  the  Eastern  World  is  limited  to  the 
tops  of  the  chimneys  and  to  half-a-dozen  tiles  from 
the  side  of  the  house;  nothing  was  damaged  inside 
the  building.  Owing  to  the  fissures  in  the  chim- 
ney-stacks, however,  the  proprietor  deemed  it 
advisable  to  rope  off  the  house  at  once  and  to  place 
danger  signals  all  around. 

Travellers  on  the  Tokyo- Yokohama  railway 
slate  that  the  shock  of  the  earthquake  resembled 
that  of  a  train  coming  into  collision  with  another, 
while  the  noise  was  very  loud. 

The  injured  women  rescued  from  Messrs.  Wil- 
son &  Co.'s  godown  are,  we  ate  glad  to  state,  on 
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(lie  in  ill  to  recovery,  (lie  patients  having  passed 
a  good  might.  No  news  of  further  injuries  to  life 
or  Limb  have  been  received. 

Among  the  worst  damaged  houses  on  the  Bluff 
.-in'  ihose  belonging  to  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  I.owder,  and 
Mr.  Jackson.  Mr.  I.owdet's  loss  is  vci  y  set  ions, 
man)'  articles  of  vcrtu,  the  accumulation  of  years, 
fmve  been  destroyer)  :  in  most  cases  they  are  un- 
replaceable. 

Mrs.  VV.  T.  Payne,  we  regret  to  leai  n,  was  badly 
injured  when  the  chimney  of  her  house  came 
crushing  through  the  loof,  but  is  progressing 
favourably. 

The  following  return  is  published  by  the  Official 
Gazette : — 


FROM  THE  LOCALITIES 
Intensity. 
Strong. 
Strong. 
Strong. 
Strong 
Strong 
Weak. 
Weak. 
Weak. 

Weak  ;  clocks  stopped. 
Weak. 
Weak. 
Feeble: 
Feeble. 


clocks  stopped. 
:  clocks  stopped. 


TKLKGRAI'HIC  MESSAGES 
District.  Time. 

Yokosnka    a5  4'  30"  p.m. 

Nutnaiu   j°  3'  35"  p.m. 

Utsunomiya    a°  4'  16"  p.m. 

Mayebasht   3°  5'  0  p.m. 

Kofu    J°  3'  o  p.m. 

Choshi    3°  4'  o  p.m. 

Nagoya    3°  4' 44"  p.m. 

Gifu   «°  4  98"  p.m. 

Osaka   a°  4'  6"  p.m. 

Hikone    a°  i'  15"  p.m. 

Fukuihims    30  4'  37"  p.m. 

Aomori    a"  6'  o"  p.m. 

Sak.iye    3°  )'  0"  p.m, 

The  following  is  a 'return  of  the  damage  in  Ka- 
nagawa  Prefecture  caused  by  the  recent  great 
earthquake  :— Persons  killed,  6;  persons  severely 
injured,  8;  persons  slightly  injured,  27;  houses 
damaged,  127  ;  godowns  damaged,  98;  chimneys 
fractured,  67;  other  buildings  damaged,  13; 
breaches  in  Waterwoiks,  4;  fissures  in  soil,  2; 
stone-walls  destroyed,  5;  landships,  19,  and  em- 
bankment broken,  one. 

The  jinrikisha  man  at  the  Italian  Consulate,  at 
one  time  reported  dead,  is,  we  learn,  still  lingering 
on,  though  little  hopes  are  entertained  of  his  re- 
covery. Dr.  Rokkaku  performed  the  operation  of 
trephining  with  the  object  of  saving  the  man's  life, 
but  he  can  not  yet  speak  decisively  upon  the  result. 

The  following  list  of  the  casualties  caused  in 
Tokyo  by  the  earthquake  has  been  published 
by  the  Police  : — 


W 

Shiba   *  6 

Kanda    I    14  . 

Hongo    6  , 

Shitaya    3  , 

Honjyo    3  , 

Kojimachi    ...    a  10 

Yotsuya  

Akasaka   J  ra 

Asakusa    I  6 

Azabu    3 

Nihombashi   8 

Kyobashi    1  29 

Ushigome   , 

Koishikawa...  •  1     s  , 

Fukagawa          9  36 

Shinaeawa   

Shinjiku   

Itabashi   ... 

Senju    3 

Konutsugawa  ...  ... 

Water  Police 
Report    a  1 
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3 
15 
16 
16 
7 
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93 


89 


44 


Total         34  14a   1    1  1,646  1,956   r6a   $44   31    3    96  189 


CRICKET. 
 ♦  

YOKOHAMA  VERSUS  THE  FLEET. 

The  clouds  of  dust  which  floated  over  the 
Cricket-ground  on  Saturday  afternoon  made 
matters  very  unpleasant  for  the  players  in  the 
match— Yokohama  v.  The  Fleet.  Neither  side 
put  in  their  strongest  team  but  some  good  play  was 
seen  during  the  match,  which  ended  in  favour  of  the 
Yokohama  XI.  by  72  runs.  Kenyon  captained  the 
home  team  and  winning  the  toss  sent  in  Crawford 
and  Mollison,  Powlett  and  Penny  having  charge  of 
the  bowling.  The  opening  was  rather  disastrous, 
Mollison,  after  making  a  couple  of  runs,  being 
clean  bowled  by  Penny.  Kenyon  shared  the  same 
fate,  and  Libeaud,  who  followed,  put  up  a  ball 
which  the  bowler  held.  Crawford  meanwhile  had 
been  hitting  freely  and  the  score  now  stood 
at  36.  Upon  Walford  joining,  tuns  came 
quickly,  until  at  62  Crawford  was  caught 
and  bowled  by  Penny.  His  contribution,  41, 
included  four  4's,  and  only  one  chance  given. 
The  vacancy  was  filled  by  1£.  R.  Morriss, 
and  he  opened  with  a  four.  Two  fours  were  then 
made  by  Walford  successively,  and  at  79  Powlett 
retired  from  the  bowling,  his  place  being  taken  by 
Fergusson.  Still  runs  came  freely  despite  the  bril- 
liant fielding  of  Compton  at  squat  e  leg  and  mid- 
011.  Shortly  after  half-past  two  the  century  was 
hoisted,  and  no  change  had  been  effected  in  the 
character  of  the  game.    A  change  of  bowlers 


was  tried  and  eventually  Oldham,  who  had  1  <■- 
HOVed  Powletl,  vice  Fergusson,  sent  down  a 
ball  to  Walfoid  which  the  latter  slue  I.  It  was 
easily  held  by  Compton  and  the  batsman  retired 
with  the  best  score  ol  the  day,  54,  which  included 
a  five  and  four  foui  s.  Mairthen  went  in  and  soon 
lost  E.  R.  Moniss,  who  was  caught  at  long-slip 
after  an  innings  resulting  ill  43  tuns.  The  next 
man,  Gat  fit,  succeeded  in  adding  seven,  when  he 
was  given  out  leg-before.  Hunt  succeeded  and 
broke  his  duck;  then  Penny  scatteied  his 
bails.  P.  Morriss,  who  followed,  had  a  shot  I 
life,  being  caught  by  Oldham  from  the  last 
ball  of  the  over  which  had  brought  about  Hunt's 
dismissal.  The  last  man  in,  Kenney,  made 
things  lively  fiom  the  commencement  and  soon 
got  into  double  figures,  but  after  compiling  23  was 
smartly  caught  by  Compton.  The  whole  side  was 
out  for  189. 

It  was  about  four  o'clock  when  the  Navy  went  in, 
Penny  and  Wilson  facing  the  bowling  of  Mollison 
and  Libeaud.  Thirty-nine  had  been  telegraphed 
ete  the  partnership  was  broken,  Penny  being  the 
man  to  go.  His  coijtt ibiitiou  was  composed  ol 
singles.  At  this  point  E.  R.  Morriss  took  over  the 
bowling  from  Libeaud,  and  the  batsmen  began  to 
play  more  warily.  It  did  not  avail  much,  how- 
ever, as  Compton  was  easily  caught  at  point  by 
Crawford  before  placing  anything  to  his  credit, 
and  Powlett,  who  filled  the  vacancy,  was  likewise 
held  by  Kenyon,  after  knocking  up  seven.  Old- 
ham had  made  eight  when  Morriss  bowled  him  — 
four  for  66.  Martin  went  in  to  bat,  and  Wal- 
ford took  over  the  bowling  at  the  Pavilion  end. 
The  new  bat  opened  with  a  2  and  then  was 
dismissed  by  Morriss  with  a  slow  ball.  Mollison 
next  caught  Wilson  neatly  behind  the  wickets.  This 
bat's  42  contained  six  4's.  Two  only  had  been 
added  to  the  score  by  Fergusson,  the  newcomer, 
when  Crawford  caught  him  out  from  a  neat  ball 
of  Watford's.  Blount,  who  followed,  distinguished 
himself  among  his  fellows  by  some  very  effective 
hits  to  leg  and  made  22  before  being  caught  by 
Crawford.  The  other  men  did  very  little,  however, 
and  the  score  closed  for  1 17.  Having  to  follow 
on  the  Naval  men  went  in  again  and  knocked  up 
76  for  one  wicket.    Scores  : — 

Yokohama  (Kenyon's  Elevbn). 

Mr.  K.  F  Crawford,  c.  and  b.  Penny    4! 

Mr.  J.  P.  Mollison,  b.  Penny   3 

Mr.  E.  O.  Kenyon,  b.  Penny     "  2 

Mr.  Libeaud,  c.  and  b.  Penny   . 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  c.  Blount,  b.  Oldham                          "*'  A 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss,  c.  Solfleet,  b.  Oldham   '    "'  4, 

Mr.  H.  R.  Mair,  not  out   J 

Mr.  Garfit,  l.b.w.,  b.  Blount   » 

Mr.  Hunt,  b.  Penny   1 

Mr.  P.  Morriss,  c.  Oldham,  b.  Penny   23 

b.  8,  w.  x  !..!..!!]  9 


Bowling  Analysis. 

B.  M. 

Mr.  Powlett  110   4.. 

Mr.  Penny   43   4.. 

Mr.  Fergusson   53   3.. 

Mr.  Oldham    as         o  . 

Mr.  Blount    3a   3.. 

Thb  Fleet. 

1st  innings. 

Mr,  Penny,  b.  Mollison   11 

Mr.  Wilson,  c.  Mollison,  b.  Walford  4a 
Mr.  Compton,  c.  Crawford,  b.  Mol- 
lison   e 

Mr.  Powlett,  c.  Kenyon,  b.  Morriss.  7 


R. 

•  •S4- 
,.61  . 
,.32.. 


W.  W. 


!  14   I  — 

3  N  D  INNINGS. 

not  out   44 


Mr.  Oldham,  b.  E.  Morriss    8 

Mr.  Martin,  b.  E.  Morriss   2 

Mr.  Noble,  c.  Mair,  b.  E.  Morriss  ...  16 
Mr.  Fergusson,  c.  Crawford,  b.  Wal- 
ford   a 

Mr.  Blount,  c,  Crawford,  b.  Libeaud  33 

Mr.  Walker,  c.  Garfit,  b.  Libeaud  ...  o 

Mr.  Solfleet,  not  out   3 

b.  3,  l.b,  1    4   b.  I. 


c.    Mollison,  b. 

Libeaud    31 

not  out   10 


117 

Bowling  Analysis. 

1st  innings. 


76 


b. 

Mr.  Mollison   55 

Mr.  Libeaud   44 

Mr.  E.  Morriss    6a 

Mr.  Walford   3$ 

Mr.  Crawford   


r.  w. 
31  a 


47  4 
13  a 


3ND  INNINGS. 

b.  m.  r.  w. 


45 

35 


39 
a6 


A  cricket  match  was  played  on  the  Cricket 
Gtound  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  between  teams 
representing  H.M.S.  Severn  and  Plover,  veisus 
H.M.S.  Daphne  and  Alacrity.  It  resulted  in  a  win 
for  the  Daphne  and  Alacrity  by  3^  runs. 


"Severn"  and  "Plover." 

Mr.  Chappell,  b.  Pike   o 

Mr.  Huston,  b.  Pike   6 

Mr.  Jack,  b.  Pike   J 

Mr.  Penny,  c.  Hailes,  b.  Lock  3 

Mr.  Fisher,  c.  Pike,  b.  Lock  r 

Mr.  Parkinson,  not  nut    7 

Mr.  Williams,  b.  Pike   o 

Mr.  Callum,  c.  Hicks,  b.  Pike  o 

Mr.  Smith,  b.  Pike    o 

Mr.  Davis,  b.  Pike    6 

Mr.  Maeers,  b.  Atkins   3 

Extras    3 


Total  , 


34 


"Daphne  "and  "  Alacritt." 
Mr.  Pike,  st.  Davis,  b. 

Parkinson    i0 

Mr.  Atkins,  c.  Stevens,  b. 

Callum    o 

Mr.  Hailes,  b.  Cullum    6 

Mr.  Ricketts,  c.  Callum,  b. 

Parkinson    o 

Mr.  Hickj,  b.  Callum   o 

Mr.  Pegler,  not  out   15 

Mr.  Stevens,  c.  Huston,  b, 

Parkinson    ia 

Mr.  Kingsley,  b.  Chappell...  3 

Mr.  Morris,  b.  Callum    o 

Mr.  Lock,  b.  Penny   13 

Mr.  Forster,  b.  Callum    8 

Extras   ,   a 


Total . 


THE  "  CENTURION  "   V.  THE  I'I.EKT. 

This  match  (00k  place  on  Wednesday  and 
resulted  in  a  decided  win  for  (he  team  of  the 
Flagship.  Both  sides  scored  heavily — either  the 
bowling  was  weak  or  the  batsmen  were  well  on, 
but  if  the  lal(et,and  there  is  no  want  of  good  men 
fiom  whom  to  pick,  the  Home  team  will  have  it* 
wot  k  cut  out  to  beat  them  on  Saturday  next,  when 
we  understand  the  next  match  will  take  place. 
Following  are  scote  and  analysis  : — 

Fl.HIT  10. 

Mr.  I'owlctt,  b.  Blount  

Dr.  Martin,  c.  Wilson,  b. 


Thring 
Mr.  VV.  IS.  Penny,  st.  Wil- 

Hon,  b.  Arbuthnot    37 

Mr.  A.  Oldham,  b.  Blount.  4 
Mr.  da  Costa,  c.  Wilson,  b. 

Arbuthnot   4 

Mr.  Fergusson,  c.  Leatham, 

b.  Hurries    16 

Mr.  I  hursby,  not  out    as 

Mr.  Grunt,  b.  Arbuthnot  ...  6 
Mr.  Horsey,  c.  |ames,  b. 

Hurries    o 

Mr.  Walker,  c.  Thring  b. 

Harries    1 

B,  9,  l.b,  3   ra 


Bowling  Analysis. 

b.  r.  m.  w, 
Lieut.  Arbuthnot. ..lgo  8s    3  3 

Dr.  Harries    68  32    4  3 

Mr.  Thring    2$  ag  —  1 

Mr.  Blount    80  35   6  a 

Mr.  Thomas   30  19  —  — 


"  Cunturion,"  11. 
Mr.  Thring,  c.  Powlett,  b. 

Fergimsoii   14 

Mr.   fames,  c.  Martin,  b. 

Penny   ag 

Lieut.  Arbuthnot,  c.  Penny, 

b.  Fergusson   79 

Dr.  Harries,  c.  Horsey,  b. 

Powlett    54 

Mr.  Wilson,  b.  Fergusson.  6 
Lieut.  Leatham,  c.  Fergus- 
son,  b.  Penny    2$ 

Mr.  Blount,  l.b.w.,  b.  Fer- 
gusson  3| 

Mr.   Noble,  c    Grant,  b. 

Powlett    3 

Mr.  Rotfey,  run  out    a7 

Mr.  Thomas,  b.  Fergus- 
son    10 

Mr.  Ricketts,  not  out    a 

b.  10,  l.b.  a,  w.  4,  no  b. 
a    18 

»95 

Bowling  Analy»is. 

b.  r.  m.  w.  w.b. 
Mr.  Powlett  ...135  79  7  a  a 
Mr.  Fergusson  83  87    r    $  — 

Mr.  Penny         »S  49   »    a  — 

Mr.  Oldham  ...  20  is  

Mr.  Da  Costa..  20  15  

Mr.  Grant           xo  16  a 

Mr.  Walker  ...  20  37  


LETTER  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Corrbspondent.) 

Chicago,  May  24th. 

The  June  Harper's  Magazine  is  to  contain  an 
article  on  "The  Japanese  Spring"  by  Alfred 
Parsons,  with  23  illustrations  by  the  author. 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Finck  is  writing  a  book  about 
Japan,  lobe  published  by  Chas.  Scribner's  Sons. 

At  a  recent  Unitarian  conference  in  this  city, 
Mr.  Kinza  M.  Hirai  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Effect 
of  the  Liberal  Movement  on  Theological  Study." 
He  has  also  been  participating  in  the  Liberal 
Congt  ess  which  closes  to-day. 

A  newspaper  clipping  says: — The  Empress  of 
Japan,  who  recently  celebrated  her  silver  wed- 
ding, is  not  only  a  very  pretty  woman  but  very  in- 
tellectual, and  has  great  strength  and  beauty  of 
chat  acter. 

Nellie  Bly's  record  of  74  days  for  the  trip  around 
(he  woild  has  been  loweied  by  a  Mr.  George 
Griffiths,  who,  stalling  from  London,  accomplish- 
ed the  "  circumnavigation,"  not  quite  in  60  days, 
as  be  hoped,  but  in  64  days,  II  hours  and  20 
minules.  He  had  previously  been  around  the 
world  three  times. 

The  experiment  of  shipping  raw  Hawaiian  sugar 
to  New  York  by  sailing  vessels,  instead  of  refining 
it  and  sending  it  by  rail  from  San  Francisco,  is 
now  being  tried.  A  Nicaraguan  Canal  would  un- 
doubtedly make  the  experiment  a  grand  success. 

Senator  Kyle,  Populist  from  North  Dakota,  has 
introduced  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  U.S. 
Govet  nment  ought  to  pursue  a  policy  of  non-inter- 
vention in  Hawaiian  affairs. 

The  trouble  between  Brazil  and  Portugal  on 
account  of  the  latter's  intervention  in  behalf  of 
Admiral  da  Gama  and  other  insurgents  has  not 
yet  resulted  in  war,  nor  has  it  yet  been  settled. 
All  diplomatic  relations  are  still  severed. 

The  demands  of  the  U.S.  Government  with  re- 
ference to  indemnity  for  the  murder  of  William 
Wilson,  an  American  citizen,  will  probably  be 
satisfied  by  the  Government  of  Nicaragua.  Mat- 
ters at  Bluefields  in  that  state  are  still  in  an  un- 
certain condition. 

The  compromise  tariff  bill  is  wriggling  along 
thtough  the  Senate,  and  if  it  has  time  enough, 
may  possibly  get  clear  through.  An  attempt  to 
put  ores  on  the  free  list  received  only  four  votes; 
but  on  certain  classes  of  iron  the  McKinley  rates 
have  been  restored.  Yesterday  a  motion  to  lay 
the  tat  iff  bill  on  the  table  was  defeated  by  a  strict 
party  vote  (Populists  with  the  Democrats). 

The  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of  109 
to  71,  has  rejected  the  appropriation  for  the  Civil 
Service  Commission. 

Senator  Don  Caffery,  of  Louisiana,  has  been 
re-elected. 

Congressman  W.  C.  Oates  is  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor  of  Alabama  ;  and  General 
D.  H.  Hastings  is  the  Republican  candidate  for 
the  same  office  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Chicago  Election  Commissioners  who  re- 
fused to  produce  certain  ballots  before  the  Grand 
Jury,  investigating  election  frauds,  were  fined 
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§1,000  each  by  Judge  Chellain.  They  were  la  be 
confined  in  the  county  jail  until  tliey  paid  llieir 
fines;  but  were  soon  leleasedon  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  taken  out  before  Judges  Toley,  Adams, 
and  Sears.  When  these  three  judges  come  toge- 
ther to  hear  the  arguments  on  the  wiils,  they 
rendered  an  unanimous  decision  that  Judge  Chet- 
lain  had  no  authority  to  exact  the  fines  or 
imprisonment. 

The  Grand  Jury,  even  without  the  ballots, 
has  brought  indictments  against  a  large  num- 
ber of  politicians  and  policemen,  all  Democrats. 

The  industrial  armies  continue  "marching  on." 
Randall's  division  has  passed  through  Elkhart, 
Goshen,  Milford,  Fort  Wayne,  and  Monroeville  in 
Indiana,  Van  West,  and  Delphos  in  Ohio,  and 
are  to-day  at  Lima,  Ohio.  Sullivan's  wing  of  the 
same  division  is  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  Frye's  division 
has  reached  Cincinnati.  Wilson  and  his  Montana 
contingent  are  still  in  Minnesota.  Several  armies 
with  their  leadeis  are  in  jail  for  stealing  trains  ;  at 
Helena,  Montana,  Hogan  got  six  months  for  that 
crime;  and  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  Sanders  has  thus  far 
tried  in  vain  to  gel  out  on  a  wi  it  of  habeas  corpus. 
Kelly's  division  has  floated  down  the  Des  Moines 
River  to  Keokak,  Iowa,  and  from  there  to  Quincy, 
III.  Coxey,  Jones,  and  Browne  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  twenty  days  ill  jail  at  Washington,  D.C. 
Public  sympathy,  which  for  a  time  was  strong  on 
behalf  of  the  "  coinmonwealers,"  is  ebbing  ;  and, 
in  consequence,  the  armies  are  experiencing  more 
suffering.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  they  will  reach 
Washington  in  full  force  ;  but  they  will,  altogether, 
be  strong  enough  to  cause  more  or  less  liouble. 

The  strikes  of  the  Pullman  men  and  of  the 
miners  continue  without  any  signs  of  abatement. 
At  Pullman  everything  is  orderly  ;  but,  at  vatious 
mines  in  Illinois  the  strikers  are  inclined  to  be 
riotous.  The  conference  at  Cleveland  was  unsuc- 
cessful in  bringing  about  an  agreement  between 
the  miners  and  the  coal  operators.  The  Knights 
of  Labour  have  expelled  Powderly  and  other  pro- 
minent members  for  secietly  plotting  to  destroy 
the  order. 

Within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days  there  has 
been  a  series  of  dreadful  casualties.  The  breaking 
of  a  dam  at  Lima,  Montana,  devasted  a  thickly- 
settled  valley.  Fire  destioyed  Dr.  Talmage's 
Tabernacle,  the  Hotel  Regent  and  many  residences 
near  by  (loss  $2,000,000)  in  Biooklyn,  N.Y.  ;  and, 
in  Boston,  swept  over  the  Base-ball  Park  and  ad- 
joining dwellings,  rendered  600  families  (4,000 
pet  sons)  homeless,  and  destroyed  $1,000,000  worth 
of  property.  Poitionsof  Wisconsin  and  Minne- 
sota were  devastated  by  floods;  and  Kunkle, 
Ohio,  was  visited  by  a  cyclone  which  left  many 
killed  and  injured. 

A  sudden  fall  of  500  in  the  temperature  here 
was  followed  by  a  teriific  gale,  which  strewed  the 
western  coast  of  Lake  Michigan  with  wreckage 
from  vessels,  and  sent,  off  Chicago  alone,  ten  or 
more  persons  into  watery  graves.  All  this  occur- 
red within  sight  and  hailing  distance  without  the 
ability  to  render  any  assistance.  Some  would-be 
rescuers,  ill  fact,  lost  their  own  lives. 

Following  this  comes  the  news  of  furious  floods 
in  Pennsylvania,  especially  in  the  valley  of  the 
Susquehanna.  Johnstown  again,  Williamsport, 
Lock  Haven,  suffered  the  worst  ;  the  loss  will 
exceed  §1,500,000.    The  flood  is  now  ebbing. 

The  sudden  return  of  severe  cold  and  the  late 
frost  must,  of  course,  have  damaged  the  crops; 
but  to  what  extent  has  not  yet  been  ascertained. 

Almost  all  the  mills  of  the  Northwest  report  an 
"impioved  demand"  and  an  "increased  output" 
of  flour.  In  general  business  there  is  no  special 
change. 

The  Midway  Plaisance  has  had  its  last  building 
razed  to  the  ground  ;  only  the  Ferris  Wheel  now 
1  emains. 

The  "  Field  Columbian  Museum  "has  been  so 
named  by  official  action  of  the  Board  of  the  Trus- 
tees. It  will  be  formally  opened  to  the  public 
on  Saturday,  June  2.  The  piogramme  is  as 
follows : — 

INVOCATION. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Gunsaulus,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Armour  Institute. 

History  of  the  Museum   Frederick  J.  V.  Skill. 

ADDRESS. 

Edward  G.  Mason,  President  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society: 
Formal  opening  address   Edward  E.  Ayer. 

International  Copyright  has  been  secured  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain, 
France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Swiizet  land,  Den- 
mark and  Italy.  The  American  League  is  now 
working  for  copyright  with  Greece,  Norway,  and 
Sweden,  Spain  and  Austria.  Russia,  on  account 
of  the  press  censoiship,  is  considered  hopeless. 

The  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  is  in  ses- 
sion at  Saratoga,  New  York,  The  Moderator 
this  year  is  Dr.  S.  A.  Mutchmore,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  heresy  case  of  Dr.  Henry  P.  Smith,  of  Cin- 
cinati,  comes  up  to  day.  The  Baptist  Anniversat  ies 
are  also  in  session  at  the  same  place,  but  ate  not 


bolheied  with  any  question  of  heresy.  The  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  have  grown  to  be  a 
power  in  the  world.  The  year  book  for  1 894  shows 
the  following  among  many  inleiesling  statistical 
facts:  A  total  of  1,141  secretaries,  assistant 
secretaries,  librarians,  and  superintendents  actual- 
ly atwork,  with  112  vacancies  to  be  filled;  the 
ownership  of  291  buildings  valued  at  $15,155,950, 
with  an  indebtedness  of  $3,501,600  upon  208  of 
the  number  ;  other  real  estate  valued  at  $1,220,310 
repoited  by  106  associations,  with  debts  upon  the 
same  amounting  to  $316,300  ;  28  endowment  funds 
and  14  library  do.  ;  and  a  total  of  776  associations 
and  branches,  697  of  which  repot  t  an  aggregate 
membership  of  178,442.  The  tables  contain  re- 
ports that  45,826  young  men's  religious  meetings 
were  held  within  the  official  year,  39,914  of  which 
had  a  total  attendance  of  1,974,803  ;  the  session  of 
8,418  Bible  classes,  7,773  of  which  had  a  total  at- 
tendance of  112,175;  and  the  holding  of  6,767 
training  class  sessions,  6,669  of  which  had  a  total 
attendance  of  61,065.  This  is  a  big  record  of 
Christian  work. 


ON  THE  PA  CIFIC. 

 ♦  

(From  an  Occasional  Correspondent.) 

The  Gaelic  left  Yokohama,  May  4th,  unusually 
well  filled  with  both  freight  and  passengers.  The 
first  day  out  was  very  rough,  with  strong  head 
winds,  so  that  the  engines  were  slowed  up  and 
some  scores  of  tons  of  coal  that  were  bagged  on 
deck  had  to  be  thrown  overboard  to  lessen  the 
roll  of  the  steamer.  Few  passengers  were  visible 
for  two  days,  and  the  cabins  were  a  perfect  bedlam 
of  dancing  trunks,  carpet-bags,  bundles,  and 
boxes.  After  that,  we  struck  fine  weather,  and  the 
56  passengers  with  the  13  children  were  as  happy 
as  could  be  on  the  deck  and  in  the  saloons. 

Captain  Peaine  has  been  in  command  of  the 
Gaelic  in  all  the  43  trips  across  the  Pacific. 
The  steamer  was  built  mainly  for  freight,  with 
cabins  for  about  40  passengers.  These  cabins 
up  to  sixteen  are  well  ventilated  and  nearer  the 
centre  of  the  ship.  Those  from  sixteen  forward 
were  built  in  afterwards  to  accommodate  the  grow- 
ing passenger  lists,  and  are  pooily  ventilated  but 
quite  endurable. 

The  passengers  may  easily  be  said  to  be  one  of 
the  nicest  crowds  that  are  found  on  these  steam- 
ers. There  were  many  English  and  Ameri- 
can people,  with  a  goodly  number  of  Gem  -uis, 
French,  and  Russians.  They  represented  mer- 
cantile interests,  official  life,  and  missions.  T.iere 
were  no  loud-mouthed  complaints,  no  marked 
division  into  cliques  and  mutual  criticisms,  no 
heavy  drinking  and  betting,  "no  cross  looks  and 
unkind  remarks  about  the  children,  but  on  all 
sides  a  natural  puipose  to  do  as  one  would  be 
done  by.  Friendships  can  hardly  be  formed  during 
the  few  days  on  the  steamer,  but  acquaintances  are 
made  that  give  mutual  pleasure,  and  that  may 
ripen  later  on  into  teal  friendship. 

The  mornings  were  spent  largely  in  reading. 
One-half  of  the  upper  deck  was  filled  with  steamer- 
chairs  011  which  ladies  and  gentlemen  reclined  with 
English,  German,  and  Ftench  books  for  com- 
panions or  engaging  in  jolly  convet  sation.  In 
the  afternoon  all  the  games  known  to  steamer  life 
were  indulged  in.  The  evenings  wet  e  largely 
given  up  to  music,  generally  impromptu,  but 
once  with  a  fixed  piogramme,  while  one  evening 
was  devoted  to  a  full-dress  dance  and  a  ten  o'clock 
supper,  and  another  to  a  mock  ttial,  with  a  China- 
man  for  a  witness.  He  did  so  well  that  a  purse 
of  over  $5.00  was  given  him. 

"The  missionary  question,"  of  course,  raised 
its  head,  for  out  of  the  5$  adults  II  were  mission- 
aries. It  is  natural  that  on  these  steamers  there 
should*  be  something  of  a  separation  between 
people  of  such  different  social  customs  as  usual 
travellers  and  missionaries  have.  Missionaries 
as  a  rule  do  not  smoke,  have  no  wine  bill,  or 
a  very  small  one,  do  not  play  cards,  take  no 
share  in  a  daily  pool,  keep  aloof  from  dances,  and 
their  musical  ability  is  geneially  limited  to  sacred 
music.  While  they  aie  often  more  accurately 
informed  on  mallets  concerning  the  East,  their 
associations  are  more  limited  to  those  of  their  own 
class,  and  hence  we  may  say,  without  being  unjust, 
they  at  e  not  often  brilliant  in  convet  sation  and 
lack  perhaps  in  bright  and  racy  statements  that 
amount  to  nothing  more  than  making  time  pass 
pleasantly.  There  ate  reasons  enough  for  a  kind 
of  natural  division  between  missionaries  and  other 
travellers.  But  when  in  addition  to  these  causes 
there  is  the  too  fiequeni  prejudice  that  exists  in 
all  the  open  poi  ts  of  the  East  against  missionaries, 
and  a  suspicion  that  they  by  their  hesitation  in 
making  social  advances  ate  silently  silling  in  con- 
demnation on  others,  then  it  becomes  decidedly 
tincomfotlable  all  round.    It  was  one  of  the  plea- 


sant features  of  this  voyage  that  no  such  pre- 
judices came  into  play.  Ii  is  true  that  there  was 
almost  no  instance  of  a  missionary  being  ap- 
proached for  the  sake  of  having  a  friendly  talk. 
He  could  feel  that  there  was  no  advance  likely 
to  be  made  from  the  other  side.  And  so  the 
only  thing  left  him  was  to  go  ahead  and  win 
if  he  could.  When  once  the  ice  was  broken—and 
this  was  seldom  difficult — there  was  no  farther 
trouble  in  associating  with  others.  If  all  voyages 
across  the  Pacific  were  as  agreeable  as  this,  there 
would  be  less  heard  of  anti-missionary  sentiments 
on  the  steamers  and  in  the  open  ports  of  the  East. 

With  750  tons  of  freight  to  discharge  at  Hono- 
lulu, we  fortunately  had  a  whole  day  and  night 
there.  Everything  was  quiet  politically.  One  or 
two  newspapers  that  we  saw  had  no  kind  thoughts 
towards  the  Provisional  Government  and  showe-J  a 
smallness  of  mind  in  writing  about  it  as  "  the  P. 
G."  The  ablest  papers  seemed  to  endorse  the  pre- 
sent government  very  heartily.  If  anything  seems 
settled  it  is  that  the  ex-Queen  will  have  no  fatiher 
occasion  to  sign  Regina  after  her  name.  The  only 
point  in  which  both  the  Royalists  and  P.G.  are 
thoroughly  al  one  may  be  this— that  each  patty 
seeks  for  annexation  to  the  U.S. 

The  city  strikes  one  as  a  delightful  garden  with 
fine  broad  roads,  wide  grounds  around  the  tropical 
dwellings,  and  charming  views.  We  were  met  and 
entertained  most  hospitably  by  various  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  some  of  whom  we  had  never  seen  before. 
We  weretaken  to  the  foot  of  Diamond  Head.ahuge 
extinct  crater,  and  from  thence  behind  the  city 
to  the  top  of  the  Bunchbowl,  another  crater,  from 
which  we  had  a  wide  view  of  the  harbour  and 
city.  The  flora  is  very  different  from  that  of  Japan. 
Banyan  trees  are  being  planted  and  they  quickly 
spread  immense  umbrellas  that  threaten  to  take 
possession  of  all  ground  within  reach.  The  fruits 
ate  delicious  and  abundant.  And  the  people — the 
few  scores  whom  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
— look  as  happy  as  though  they  never  had  known 
a  cross  day.  Doubtless  it  was  because  this  was 
our  day  off  from  the  steamer  and  because  of  the 
warm  welcome  so  many  of  us  had,  that  we  all  said, 
"  It  was  one  of  the  reddest-letter  days  we  ever 
had."  Yet  it  seemed  to  me  that,  beautiful  as  is 
the  island  city,  I  should  soon  feel  that  I  was  half 
imprisoned  were  I  to  stay  thete  long. 

We  have  had  three  Sundays  aboard.  The  first 
was  kept  mainly  in  the  Jewish  style — literally  a 
day  of  rest.  Nearly  everybody  abstained  even 
from  eating  and  dressing.  The  second  and  third 
Sundays  were  kept  more  in  the  Christian  style, 
with  mottling  service,  afternoon  loafing,  and  ice- 
cream dinners  in  the  evening. 

We  reached  San  Francisco,  May  21st.  We  had 
heard  that  sometimes  the  Custom  House  officials 
were  exceedingly  rude  in  turning  trunks  inside  out 
and  in  requiring  duties  on  even  five  sen  articles. 
But  we  found  them  very  gentlemanly,  and  we  saw 
no  emptying  of  any  trunks,  only  a  fair  look  at  the 
general  contents.  The  duties  of  course  are  fright- 
fully high  on  whatever  is  dutiable,  and  every 
package  has  to  be  opened.  But  nothing  was  un- 
necessarily unpacked. 


HIS  2 ORICA 1.  VIGNETTES. 


These  stoties  are  most  of  them  authentic,  being 
taken  from  Tachibana-uo- Nat  isuye's  famous  com- 
pilation Kokon  Chobunshu,  or  "  Ancient  and 
Modern  Popular  Tales."  Tachibana  wrote  in  the 
Sinico-Japanese  colloquial  of  his  day  (eight  hun- 
dred years  ago),  and  the  first  edition  of  his  works, 
in  twenty  volumes,  appeared  in  the  sixth  year 
of  the  period,  Kencho  (1254  A. D.)  The  style  is 
extremely  difficult  to  undeistand;  the  tales  are 
not  written  in  the  elegant  Yamato  Kotoba,  or  pure 
Japanese,  of  the  Genji  or  Heike  Monogatari,  but 
in  the  everyday  language  of  that  long-forgotten 
age,  and  are,  to  a  modern  Japanese,  pretty  much 
what  Caedmon's  thyming  version  of  the  Bible  is 
to  the  modern  Englishman.  The  Kokon  Chobun- 
shu has  undoubted  historic  value  and  is  often 
quoted.  It  is  one  of/  the  few  compilations  lhat 
were  wiilten  ill  petfecl  good  faith  and  fiim  belief 
in  the  authenticity  of  the  anecdotes  narrated. 

Nearly  all  Tachibana's  storiettes  weie  cur- 
rent among  the  Japanese  of  his  day  ;  and  being 
himself  a  nobleman  of  high  rank,  he  had  access 
to  sources  which  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
average  historiographer.  He  wrote  therefoi e  not 
as  a  novelist  but  in  a  sober  strain,  as  befitted  one 
dealing  with  unquestioned  facts. 

The  Hakubunkan,  some  few  yearsago,  published 
a  new  edition  of  the  Kokon  Chobunshu,  Nippon 
Bungaku  Zensho,  "  A  Complete  Library  of  Japan- 
ese Literature."  It  is  fiom  this  edition  that  our 
vignettes  are  drawn. 

I. — CALLIGRAPHY. 

Iii  the  days  of  Hojo  Tokiyori,  while  the  sem- 
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blance  of  imperial  authority  ratted  wttli  the  Km 

peror  Gofukakus.i(A.l>.  1247- 1 259),  a  sloiy  was  cm  - 
rent  of  t tie  famous  priest  Bi>d  noted  penman  Kobo 
Daishi.1  Ii  appems  that  llie  Emperor  Saga  (a.d. 
810-823),  one  of  (lie  most  famous  calligi  Bpliera  lliat 
ever  sat  upon  ttie  throne,  was  fond  of  Indulging 
in  contests  of  penmanship  with  the  best  writers 
of  his  day,  and  often  invited  Kobo  Daishi  for  that 
purpose  to  liis  palace.  On  one  occasion,  His  Ma- 
jesty showed  llie  pi  iest  all  tlic  most  renowned  scrolls 
he  possessed,  anil  aftei  lliey  had  heen  sufficiently 
admired,  said  :  "  I  have  one  treasure  yet  that  you 
have  not  seen.  It  is  a  scroll  wiitten  by  an  un 
known  hand,  and  coming  from  China."  Unrolling 
the  scroll,  the  Emperor  continued,  "  Look  how 
large  and  firm  the  characters  are!  With  what 
inimitable  skill  they  are  traced  !  Alas,  why  can 
not  we  in  this  country  pioduce  its  equal  P" 

Kobo  Daishi  gave  a  start  on  Hist  beholding  this 
treasure,  and  after  closely  scrutinizing  it,  replied: 
"  Sire,  this  was  wiitten  by  myself,  during  my  so- 
journ in  China."  "  By  you  !"  exclaimed  the  E111- 
peror,  "'tis  impossible.  Your  handwriting  is 
always  much  smaller  and  finer  and  lacks  the  free 
and  graceful  nobility  of  this  raie  scroll.  No,  I 
cannot  believe  it,  priest  though  you  be."  "  Permit 
me,  then,"  returned  Kobo  Daishi,  "  to  show  Your 
Majesty  the  signature  traced  on  the  wooden  bar 
(j'iku)  attached  to  the  base  i  With  these  words, 
the  priest  deftly  unfastened  the  scroll  from  the  bar 
and  showed  the  astonished  Empeior  the  following 
characters,  cut  rudely  in  the  wood  : — This  was 
written  by  the  shamon  (pi  iest)  Kukai,1  while  stay- 
ing in  the  temple  Seiryu. 

"  Your  pardon  for  having  doubted  your  word," 
cried  His  Majesty  ;  "  but  tell  me  how  it  comes 
that  this  is  so  different  from  your  usual  style? 
Why  are  the  characters  so  freely  and  boldly  wiit- 
ten ?  "  "Sire,"  replied  Kukai,  "  in  Japan  I  feel 
myself  cramped,  the  country  being  so  small 
and  freedom  so  little.  But  in  China  everything  is 
vast  and  open  ;  one  is  not  confined  to  space.  There 
I  could  write  freely  and  without  a  thought  of  per- 
sonal discomfort." 

"  What  you  say  is  true,"  answered  the  Em- 
peror with  an  embarrassed  sigh.  "  I  confess 
that  neither  I  nor  any  other  in  Japan  can 
write  in  such  a  style.  We  need  broader  lands 
and  greater  freedom  to  be  able  to  imitate  it."  8 

2.— A  Skilful  Bowyer. 
While  the  Emperor  Ichijo  was  staying  at  the 
Taba-in,  one  of  the  many  pleasaunces  erected  by 
that  great  ruler,  be  was  greatly  annoyed  by  the 
predatory  visits  of  a  large  misago-b'nd  (a  sort  of 
sea-eagle),  which  came  regularly  every  day  to  a 
spacious  pond  in  the  Imperial  garden  and  stole  one 
or  more  of  the  luscious  carp  {Koi)  therein.  As 
these  fish  wete  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  the 
Imperial  table,  and  were  of  unusual  size  and 
delicacy  of  flavour,  the  Emperor  caused  his  servants 
do  all  in  their  power  to  drive  away  the  daring 
thief.  The  greatest  watchfulness,  however,  proved 
unable  to  effect  that  end.  Tired  at  last  of  repeat- 
ed failure,  the  Emperor  sent  word  to  the  hall 
in  which  the  knights  forming  the  Imperial  body- 
guard were  assembled  (musha-dokoro),  and  com- 
manded the  attendance  of  some  one  skilled  in  the 
use  of  the  bow.  The  knight  Mutsutu  was  des- 
patched to  the  Imperial  presence,  to  whom  the 
Empeior  spoke  as  follows  :— "  I  hear  that  you  are 
a  skilled  bowyer  and  wish  to  see  a  specimen  of 
your  prowess.  There  is  an  eagle  that  daily  flies 
off  with  some  of  the  fish  in  the  pond  within  the 
palace-grounds.  Now  I  am  averse  to  the  useless 
taking  of  life.  I  therefore  order  you  to  so  speed 
your  arrow  that  the  eagle  may  be  forced  to  drop 
his  prey  and  be  rendered  harmless  in  future;  but 
you  must  kill  neither  the  eagle  nor  the  fish  in  his 
talons."  Bowing  low  the  knight  pi  omised  to  do 
as  he  was  commanded,  and  early  the  following 
morning  hid  himself  in  the  reeds  that  fringed  the 
pond.  The  Emperor  himself  stood  at  a  little  dis- 
tance, to  see  that  his  order  was  faithfully  obeyed. 
Presently  there  was  a  rush  through  the  air,  and  a 
huge  bird,  flew  swiftly  over  the  surface  of  the  placid 
pool.  A  downward  swoop,  a  splash,  and  the  fea- 
thered marauder  soared  aloft  with  a  fine  carp  in 
his  talons.  It  seemed  impossible  for  an  arrow 
urged  by  human  hands  to  stop  so  bold  and  swift 
a  flight.  But  just  as  the  great  biid  was  about  to 
disappear  in  the  clouds,  a  long  keen  shaft  was 
seen  to  pass  beneath  it.  The  eagle  flew  on,  ap- 
parently unhaimed,  while  the  fish,  still  alive,  fell 
on  the  greensward  at  the  Empei  or's  feet.  Taking 
up  the  fish,  he  found  the  eagle's  talons  still  fas- 
tened in  it.  Mutsuru's  fatal  arrow  had  actually 
severed  the  eagle's  legs  just  above  the  claws, 

1  The  same  to  whom  a  temple  is  erected  at  Kawasaki.  His 
festival  occurs  on  the  aist  of  each  month. 
4  The  early  name  of  Kobo  Daishi. 

'  Kobo  Daishi  has  still  another  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  his 
countrymen.  It  was  he  who  formed  the  Japanese  Kan*  into  the 
rude  verse  in  which  they  are  taught  to  the  present  day. 


thus  killing  neithei  the  bird  noi  its  prey,  but  ten 

doling  the  eagle  harmless  for  the  futiiic.' 

3. — i  nn  Knkjut  and  TUB  BadOIR, 

SailoSaenionnn-jo  Sukeyasu*  was  once  journey- 
ing with  a  small  hotly  of  I  eta i net  s  tin  otigh  the  land 
of  Tamba.  It  was  the  winter  season  and  the 
ground  being  coveied  with  snow,  progiess  was 
very  slow  and  laborious.  One  day,  after  along 
and  wearisome  march,  they  reached,  just  at 
nightfall,  a  little  temple  on  the  Outskirts  of  a  dark 
wood.  No  pi  iest  was  within  (uiuju-dei  a),  and  the 
place  had  a  veiy  lonely,  deserted  air.  Here  the 
travellers  concluded  to  put  up  for  the  night,  as 
there  was  no  village  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. Just  as  they  were  about  to  enter,  a  belated 
peasant,  happening  to  pass  that  way,  called  out 
to  the  knight  that  the  sin  ine  had  an  evil  name  and 
was  known  to  be  haunted  by  a  goblin  or  demon 
of  some  sort.  He  begged  the  travellers  to  press 
on  for  another  ri,  when  they  would  1  each  the  vil- 
lage in  whose  parish  the  temple  stood. 

Apart  from  their  fatigue,  the  very  hint  of  an 
adventure  detei  mined  the  knight  and  his  hardy 
followers  to  i  emain  where  they  wei  e.  Saito  him- 
self entered  the  body  of  the  shrine,  while  his  men 
threw  themselves  on  the  porch,  and  soon  most 
of  them  were  asleep.  The  knight,  however,  kept 
watch  within,  his  hand  grasping  his  trusty  blade, 
on  the  alert  for;'a  surprise. 

The  night  grew  darker  and  darker,  and  only  the 
regular  breathing  of  the  wearied  sleepers  broke 
the  profound  silence  of  the  woods.  Suddenly  there 
was  a  sound  as  of  muttered  human  speech,  and 
the  black  shadow  of  what  seemed  to  be  a  pi  iest  as 
tall  as  the  eaves,  fell  on  the  paper  shoji,  dimly 
lighted  by  the  reflection  of  the  fallen  snow.  Saito 
arose  noiselessly  and  peeped  through  a  hole  in  the 
screen.  He  could  distinguish  nothing  clearly,  but 
there  was  evidently  the  outline  of  a  man,  standing 
close  by  the  screen  through  which  the  warrior  was 
looking.  Pressing  warily  to  get  a  belter  glimpse 
of  his  goblin-enemy,  Saito  was  surprised  to  find  a 
baud  and  then  a  long,  thin,  hairy  arm  pushed 
through  the  aperture  at  him.  The  knight  drew 
back,  but  the  arm  lengthened  out  and  seemed 
about  to  clutch  his  throat.  He  seized  the  horrid 
groping  hand  ;  but  in  an  instant  it  was  pulled 
from  his  clutch  and  disappeared.  Saito  stood  mo- 
tionless, not  doubting  that  the  spectral  arm  would 
again  come  to  seize  him.  This  it  did,  but  now  the 
knight  held  it  with  an  iron  grasp,  so  that  however 
prodigious  the  strength  opposed  to  his  the  goblin 
could  not  free  its  arm.  In  the  struggle  the  paper 
shoji  was  torn  from  the  lintel,  and  instantly  the 
arm  began  to  dwindle  in  size  till  it  became  smaller 
than  an  infant's  limb.  A  squeaking  snarling  cry 
was  heard,  and  Saito,  exerting  his  utmost  foice, 
pulled  up  and  through  the  torn  screen  a  huge 
badger,  that  vainly  tried  to  loose  itself  from  his 
mailed  hands.  By  this  time  some  of  the  retainers 
were  aroused  by  the  scuffle,  and  came  running, 
spear  in  hand  to  the  aid  of  their  lord.  Saito 
laughingly  showed  them  his  capture;  bade  them 
bind  it  and  take  it  to  the  nearest  village  so  soon 
as  the  day  dawned.  This  done,  he  lay  down  to 
rest,  nor  was  he  again  disturbed. 

In  the  morning,  upon  asking  for  the  badger, 
Saito  found  that  his  hungry  retainers  had  killed 
and  eaten  it  in  the  night.  Only  the  head  was  left, 
and  this  they  carried  in  triumph  to  the  village 
pointed  out  to  them  the  night  before.  The  shrine 
soon  lost  its  evil  name,  for  no  apparition  was  evei 
seen  there  afterwards. 

*  Another  marvellous  shot  of  the  same  Mutsuru  is  related 
elsewhere.  He  let  loose  an  arrow,  to  which  a  string  was  at- 
tached, at  a  stork  flying  overhead.  So  skilfully  was  the  arrow 
aimed  that  the  two  wings  of  the  bird  were  fastened  or  tied  toge- 
ther by  the  string,  and  it  fell  uninjured  though  incapable  of 
fliglit,  to  the  ground. 

*  Many  are  the  tales  of  Saito's  bravery  and  warlike  prowess. 
Though  not  so  great  a  hero  as  Watanabe  Tsuna  or  Urabe  no 
Rokuro  Suyetaka,  he  is  still  a  favourite  figure  in  romance  and 
legend. 


MAY  MEETINGS. 
 ♦  

The  ninety  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Religious 
Tract  Society  was  held  in  Exeter  Hall  on  4th  May. 
Sir  Douglas  Fox  presided.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Green 
presented  the  report,  which  announced  a  total 
circulation  of  67,590,600  publications  for  the  year, 
showing  a  decrease  of  3,000,000  but  making  an 
aggiegate  of  3,036,618,060  since  1799.  There 
had  been  583  new  publications,  including  151 
tracts,  issued  during  the  year.  The  free  income 
showed  an  increase  of  ^1,857,  amounting  to 
^29,186,  and  the  trade  receipts  had  been  .£152,576, 
making,  with  balances  brought  forward,  a  total  of 
£181,764.  Book  depots,  which  weie  also  centres 
of  evangelical  influence,  were  maintained  in  a 
score  of  European  countiies,  as  well  as  in  China, 
Japan,  and  Korea,  and  other  places. 

A  series  of  meetings  to  celebrate  the  ninety- 
ninth    anniversary    of   the    London  Missionary 


Sim  ii  ly  was  commenced  on  51I1  ilfst.  The  first 
address  was  given  by  the  Rev.  J.  Slonehouse,  of 
Peking,  China,  who  enlarged  on  the  leaching 
given  by  tin*  missionaries  to  the  children  of  that 
Empire,  Mr.  StOOellOUSA  was  followed  by  several 
missionaries  Irom  various  countiies,  who  gave 
spei  miens  of  the  different  languages  by  tepeating 
(he  alphabet  and  parts  of  the  multiplication  table 
in  d  iff  el  ei  it  tongues,  while  Mrs.  Owen,  fi  om  China, 
and  others  sang  hymns  in  various  languages. 

The  annual  repoit  of  the  London  Missionary 
Sociely,  which  now  enters  its  hundredth  year,  was 
presented  to  the  members  at  a  meeting  in  Falrou- 
square  Chapel  on  7th  inst.  It  stated  with  regard 
to  China  that  the  bitter  hostility  continued  ;  but 
the  Amoy  Christians  were  zealously  pressing  into 
a  vast  unevangelised  territory  in  the  interior,  and 
the  Hankow  Mission,  so  far  from  being  checked 
by  lite  murder  of  the  Swedish  missionaries,  had 
settled  two  of  its  number  in  a  region  which  not 
many  years  ago  could  not  even  be  visited. 

Under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Barrett,  the  annual 
business  meeting  of  the  Congregational  Union 
was  commenced  on  7th  inst.  at  the  Memorial 
Hall.  Reports  were  presented  giving  the  custo- 
maiy  rettospect  of  work  in  various  departments. 
The  Rev.  Urijah  Thomas,  of  Bristol,  was  elected 
chaiiman  for  next  year.  Resolutions  passed  in- 
cluded one  taking  exception  to  the  action  of  the 
clei  ical  majoi  ity  on  the  London  School  Board,  and 
another  expressing  regret  at  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Gladstone.  On  the  latter,  Dr.  Barrett  spoke 
of  Mr.  Gladstane's  great  services  to  the  nation, 
and  said  that  they  recognised  not  only  the 
splendour  of  his  genius  and  the  opulence  of  his 
gifts,  but  the  character  of  the  man. 

The  annual  report  of  the  National  Bible  Society 
of  Scotland  for  the  year  1893  gives  some  interest- 
ing particulars  of  the  work  carried  on  by  this 
agency  in  China  and  Japan.  The  total  num- 
ber of  Bibles  issued  in  China  was  106,  Testa- 
ments 8,294,  portions  251,097,  or  ill  all  a  total 
issue  of  259,497.  There  are  eight  agents  of  the 
Society  in  different  parts  of  China,  and  ninety-two 
native  colporteurs.  The  main  features  in  a  year  of 
remarkable  progress  in  China  have  been  llie 
issue  by  the  Sociely  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  Missions  of  an  edition  of  one  of  the  Gospels 
with  hi  ief  marginal  explanations,  intended  to  make 
the  meaning  of  the  sacred  words  clear  to  the  un- 
trained "heathen"  reader;  the  publication  of  a 
large-type  Mandarin  Reference  Testament,  and 
the  experimental  issue  of  a  Gospel  with  illustrations. 
The  cii  dilation  is  almost  the  largest  on  record,  and 
is  mai  ked  by  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  New 
Testaments  issued — upwards  of  5,000  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  Sungpu  outrage  is  re- 
ferred to,  and  in  dwelling  on  the  fact  that  no  real 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  Chinese  authorities 
to  biiug  the  murderers  to  justice  the  repoit  adds: 
— The  Board  deprecates  anything  like  a  cry  for 
vengeance  ;  but  it  would  be  cruel  kindness  not  only 
to  European  residents  in  China,  but  to  China  her- 
self, wei  e  the  baser  sort  still  encouraged  to  suppose 
that  violations  of  international  good  faith  and  acts 
of  treacherous  cruelty  can  be  committed  with  im- 
punity, or  condoned  for  a  monetary  consideration. 
In  Japan  the  Society's  share  of  circulation  was 
7,567  copies.  The  number  of  colporteurs  is  about 
seventy.  As  tending  to  hinder  rapid  progress  in 
llie  woik  in  Japan  the  report  refers  to  certain  of 
the  social  and  religious  conditions  of  the  year. 
The  lime  is  one  of  transition  and  reconstruction  ; 
political  excitement  still  affects  every  form  of 
Christian  effort;  extreme  nationalism  continues 
to  be  a  disturbing  factor;  while  recent  theological 
discussions  in  llie  West  have  tended  to  weaken, 
in  some  minds,  the  claim  of  Christianity  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  the  one  universal  faith.  On  the  other 
side,  they  are  encoui aged  by  the  despondent  ad- 
mission of  Buddhist  writers  that  it  is  idle  to  attempt 
to  resist  on  such  grounds  the  incoming  tide  of 
Christianity  ;  as  also  by  the  increased  hopefulness 
of  the  native  chui ch,  and  the  success  which  has 
attended  its  new  evangelistic  efforts.  Perhaps  the 
most  interesting  item  in  the  year's  work  in  Japan 
is  the  piinting  of  the  Epistles  to  the  Galatians, 
Ephesiaus,  and  Philippians  in  Ainu  for  the  people 
of  the  north  island.  The  Board  have  received  a 
cordial  acknowledgment  from  the  Permanent 
Bible  Committee  of  Korea  of  the  assistance  given 
by  tfie  Society  in  common  with  the  Rev.  John 
Ross  and  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Ross's  version  of  the 
New  Testament  in  Korean — which  "  version  has 
been  of  gieat  assistance  "  to  the  Committee. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Missionary 
Society  was  held  in  Exeter-hall  on  10th  inst.  Mr. 
A.  Hubbard,  who  presided,  said  that  three  years 
ago  it  was  decided  to  send  out  100  new  mission- 
aries before  the  society's  centenary,  next  year, 
and  sixty-seven  had  already  gone.  The  forward 
movement  had  been  a  great  success  in  all  re- 
spects except  the  financial.    A  resolution  pledging 
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the  meeting  to  support  tlie  forward  movement  was 
mover!  by  itie  Rev.  M.  Pliillips,  of  Madras,  second- 
ed by  Piofessor  Armitage,  of  the  Yorkshire 
College,  and  carried.  The  meeting  was  also 
addressed  by  Mrs.  Owen,  of  Wu-Chang,  and  the 
Rev.  Yung-King  Yen,  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,  Shanghai. — L.  and  C.  Express. 


CHESS. 
 ♦  


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Ch  its  Eiuiur.) 

The  local  Chess  Clubs  ate  closed  until  the  be- 
ginning of  October. 


Solution  of  Problkm  No.  126. 

WHITE.  BLACK. 

1—  R  to  K  B  5  1— Any 

2 —  Mates  accordingly. 

Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega,  Digam- 
ma,  W.H.S.,  and  J.D. 

Erratum. — The  solution  given  last  week  was 
that  of  Problem  No.  125,  not  No.  124. 

Problbm  No.  128. 
By  C.  Planck,  M.A. 


in  1   in 


W  El  1TB. 

White  to  play  and  mate  in  two  moves. 


Stein  itz-Lasker. 
We  print  below  the  seventeenth  game  which  was 
won  bySteinilz:  thus  making  the  score — Lasker 

9,  Steinitz  5,  Drawn  3. 

Lasker  seemed  determined  to  force  the  fighting 
and  if  possible  win  the  game,  which  would  give 
him  the  victory  in  the  present  match.  He  opened 
with  the  Giuoco  Piano  but  the  veteran  outplayed 
him  at  this  old  gambit;  and  after  an  interesting 
middle  game  (in  which  the  champion  made  strong 
headway  while  Lasker  was  getting  his  King  over 
to  the  Q  side)  won  a  good  game  in  fine  style. 

Telegrams  from  Montreal  lo  Vancouver  ex- 
changes announce  that  the  great  match  was  finished 
during  the  last  week  of  May:  and  the  forecast 
mentioned  in  our  issue  of  2nd  June  became  fait 
accompli.  Lasker  won  the  match  and  the  cham- 
pionship ;  and  there  is  already  talk  of  a  second 
contest  between  the  players,  some  enthusiastic 
backers  of  theveteian  being  ready  to  confide  in 
him  again.  The  eighteenth  game  was  a  draw  ; 
and  the  nineteenth  game,  won  by  Lasker,  brought 
the  contest  to  a  close.    The  final  score  was  Lasker 

10,  Steinitz  5,  Drawn  4. 

Game  No.  133. 
(seventeenth-game — giuoco  piano.) 

BLACK. 
Steinit*. 

-P. to  K  4 
-Kt  to  Q  B  3 
-B  to  B  4 
-Kt  to  B  3 
-P  to  Q  3 
-B  to  Kt  3 
-Kt  10  O  R  4 
-P  to  B  3 
-B  X  B 
-P  to  Q  Kt  4 
-Q  10  Kt  3 
Kt  to  Kt  5 
,3-Pio  KB3, 

14—  Kt  to  R  3 

15—  Kt  X  B 

16 —  Castles 
17  — P  to  Q  R  4 
18— Kt  to  B  2 
-9 — R  to  R  2 

-P10QR5 
1— Q  to  B  2 
,2—  Y  to  Q  B  4 

23—  B  to  K  3 

24—  B  to  O  2 

25—  P  X  P 

26—  R  to  Q  B  sq. 


WHITE. 
Lasker. 

1—  P  to  K  4 

2—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

3—  B  to  B  4 

4—  P  to  Q  3 

5—  Kt  to  B  3 

6—  B  to  K  3 

7—  Q  to  Q  2 

8 —  B  to  Kt  5  ch. 

9—  B  to  O  R  4 
,0— P  x  B 

11  — B  to  Kt  3 

12—  Castles  (K  R) 

13—  Q  R  to  K  sq. 

14—  Hto  K  R  3 
1 15— Kt  10  K  2 

16 —  R  P  X  Kt 

17—  Kt  10  Kt  3 

18—  P  to  Q  4 

19—  Q  to  B  2 

20—  K  to  Q  sq. 
21  — P  to  Kt  4 

22 —  Kt  to  K  sq. 

23—  Q  to  Q  2 

24—  P  to  Q  5 

25 —  R  to  R  sq. 

26—  Q  X  P 


1  — I 

2- 
3- 

4-1 

5- 
6- 

7- 
8- 


10- 
1 1- 
12- 
'3- 


19- 
20- 
21- 
22- 


27— 

a  in  0  o 

\J  10  KJ  2 

27— 

~KJ  l(>  O  5 

o«  



K  to  B  2 

oQ  

-  0 — 

29  — 

O  In  O  *> 

29— 

-O  R  rn  R  0 
kj  r\  10  0  z 

30— 

.P  tn  PT  A 
I     LO   I V  A 

30— 

■  IX  L   I  U    1_)  J. 

3I  — 

3I— 

K  X  ^ 

32— 

R  In  O  T 
I\  IO  KJ  J 

32— 

-P  tn  Kt  O 

33— 

IS.  to  t>  2 

33— 

\£  l    t  /n   i  \  c  r% 

-iS.1  IO  yJ 

34— 

•r  to  y  i\i  3 

34- 

R    ( R            In    R  O 

35— 

-R  ( C\  t\   In  O  cn 

i\  ( w  z )  to  \j  sq. 

35_ 

_  1/  t  tn  K  t  0 

IX l   LO    I\.t  £, 



»u — 

-If  R  In  If  I  cn 

1  v  t\  10  inc  sq. 

o° 

-K  tn  R  0 

37— 

-If  In   K  t 

37— 

-R  tn  O  R 

3° 

-If  In  O  o 
IN.  IO  w  2 

3° 

»n*~R  A 

"IXl  10  i\  4 

39— 

If  »n  O  -7 

-is.  to  y  3 

39— 

.P  tn  K   R  A 

■  r  10  tx  i\  4 

40— 

i\  co       i\  z 

40— 

41— 

-P  tn  If  1  A 
I     IO    IN.  1  4 

4I— 

-Kt  to  B  5 

42— 

-Kt  In  R  1 
ini  10  1 j  i 

-R  fR       tn  R 

43— 

If  t  In  O  0 
IN C  IO  W  Z 

43— 

-Kt  trt  1^1  ^ 
-  IX  L  IO  IX I  ^ 

44- 

-t\  to  in  0  sq. 

44— 

-ix  ( i\  sq . ^  10  w  r> 

45- 

-Kt  to  K.t  sq. 

45- 

-K  to  k  2  Lsc^■ 

40  — 

-1  to  b  3 

40- 

—  /XL  10   D  ^ 

47 — 

4»  — 

R   (R  01  In  If  R  1 
-IN  [  l\  /-  }  IO  IN  D  2 

47~ 

-Kt  tn  R  6 

IX L   IU    1  \  U 

If  1  In   If  o 
-INI  CO  IN.  2 

aR— 

40- 

-Kt  v  Kt 

IX  L    y\  IXL 

AO  — 

-R  X  Kt 

JQ- 

-B  to  Kt  5 

50- 

K  to  Q  B  sq. 

50- 

-R  to  B  5 

Si- 

-R  to  B  2 

51- 

-P  to  B  4 

52- 

•Resigns. 

LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  "  Japan  Mail."] 

London,  June  16. 
The  death  is  announced  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Coleridge. 

The  House  of  Lords  have  rejected  the  De- 
ceased Wife's  Sister  Bill  by  a  vote  of  129  to 
120;  Wales  (the  Prince  of?)  voted  in  the  mi- 
nority. 

London,  June  19. 
The  Powers  have  unitedly  recognised  Abdul 
Aziz  as  the  new  Sultan  o-f  Morocco.  H.M. 
ironclads  Sanspareil,  Howe,  and  Spartan  have 
been  ordered  to  Tetuan. 

London,  June  19. 

The  British  Ironclads  (sent  to  Morocco)  are 
ordered  to  cruise  off  Gibraltar. 

Active  negotiations  are  proceeding  in  Brus- 
sels, London,  Paris,  and  Berlin  relative  lo  the 
Congo  Treaty.  Great  Britain  and  Belgium  are 
both  desirious  of  conciliating  the  Powers. 

London,  June  2  i . 

It  is  understood  that  Great  Britain  in  order 
to  appease  Germany,  abandons  the  Clause  in 
the  Congo  Treaty  referring  to  the  Tanganyika 
strip,  Germany  conceding  the  Peloneria  strip, 

The  Czarewitch  has  arrived  in  London. 


["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

Nagasaki,  June  22,  4.10  p.m. 
The  German  steamer  Kiel  has  arrived  from 
Hongkong  and  been  quarantined  for  four  days 
owing  to  a  doubtful  case  of  sickness  aboard. 


[Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail"  from  -ire 
"  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


London,  June  8. 
During  the  debate  in  the  French  Chamber 
upon  African  affairs,  M.  Hanotaux  stated  that 
France  regarded  the  Anglo-Congo  Convention 
as  null  and  void  and  had  intimated  the  same  to 
London  and  Brussels.  Turkey  and  Germany 
had  likewise  protested  against  the  convention, 
and  Great  Britain  had  intimated  its  willing- 
ness to  discuss  the  matter.  France  was  send 
ing  troops  to  maintain  her  rights  in  theUbanghi 
region. 

June  10. 

Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Grey  stated  that  Germany  had  asked  for 
assurances  that  the  lease  of  the  road  to  Tan 
ganyika  did  not  affect  the  existing  frontier  or 
German  rights  under  the  Convention  of  1884 
Complete  assurances  had  been  giyen  on  both 
points. 

June  11. 

The  French  Chamber  has  adopted  a  special 
credit  of  £72,000  sterling  to  reinforce  the 
French  posts  on  the  Ubanghi  river  and  to 
build  torpedo  boats  for  the  river  Congo. 

June  12. 

The  Cab  strike  in  London  is  ended. 


The  Sultan  of  Morocco,  Muley  Hassan,  is 
dead.  Troubles  are  feared  in  the  country  and 
the  presence  of  fpreign  warships  is  demanded. 

The  Hungarian  political  crisis  has  been 
settled,  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph  having 
charged  M.  Wekerle,  the  premier,  to  reform 
the  Cabinet. 

Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir 
Edward  Grey  said  the  Government  had  inti- 
mated to  France  its  readiness  to  enter  upon  a 
general  discussion  of  African  questions  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  upon  a  better  footing. 

June  13. 

A  French  squadron  has  left  Toulon.  It  is 
believed  that  this  fleet  is  bound  to  Tangier. 
The  Spanish  and  Italian  ironclads  have  been 
OTdered  to  Tangier. 

The  Siamese  Minister  has  assured  the  French 
Government  that  Siam  wishes  to  protect  French 
rights. 

Ladas  has  been  scratched  out  of  all  his  races 
at  Ascot. 

June  14. 

A  British  gunboat  has  gone  to  Tangier.  The 
Spanish  and  French  press  are  much  excited 
over  the  Morocco  question,  the  French  being 
inclined  to  strongly  mistrust  Great  Britain.  The 
French  papers  declare  that  France  should,  on 
no  account,  permit  the  British  to  land  at 
Tangier. 

The  Khedive  will  probably  abandon  his  visit 
to  London  and  Paris  owing  to  the  opposition  of 
the  Sultan. 

June  15. 

The  European  Powers,  with  the  exception  of 
Germany,  have  agreed  to  adopt  a  common 
action  with  regard  to  Morocco. 

Speaking  at  a  banquet  given  at  the  Trinity 
House,  Lord  Rosebery  stated  that  the  policy  of 
England  was  a  policy  of  peace  and  defence. 
The  present  great  European  armaments  tend 
to  preserve  peace,  his  Lordship  continued,  ow- 
ing to  the  awful  responsibilities  devolving  upon 
those  directing  them. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  Ed.  Grey  an- 
nounced that  Germany  contends  that  a  clause  in 
the  Congo  Treaty  regarding  the  lease  of  a  strip 
of  land  between  Lakes  Tanganyika  and  Albert 
Edward  requires  the  sanction  of  Germany. 


(From  Japanese  Papers.) 

Ninsen,  June  18. 
A  detachment  of  Japanese  troops  arrived 
here  on  the  15th,  but  owing  to  bad  weather  the 
men  were  not  disembarked  till  the  following 
day.  They  have  been  billeted  in  the  houses  of 
Japanese  residents. 

Fusan,  June  17. 

A  detachment  of  Japanese  soldiers  arrived 
here  to-day  in  the  Htgo  Maru. 

Osaka,  June  18. 

A  man  (22)  succumbed  to  cholera  in  Nishi- 
nari-gun  on  the  16th,  and  a  youth  (17)  was 
attacked  by  the  malady  in  the  same  district  the 
following  day. 

Mr.  Konishi  Zenbei,  of  Shimizucho,  Minami- 
ku,  has  applied  for  permission  to  subscribe 
money  towards  the  national  expenses  arising 
from  the  Korean  trouble. 

Shanghai,  June  18. 
The  Gishu  telegraph  line,  which  was  inter- 
rupted between  Heiji  and  Gishu,  has  been  re- 
opened. 

Shimonoseki,  June  18. 
The  Mikawa  Maru  proceeded  to  Ujina  to- 
day.     The  Tsukusijii Maru  coaled  and  left  for 
Ninsen  this  morning. 

Nemuro,  June  18. 

The  Iwaki  Ran  left  for  Shumushuru  to-day. 
An  employ^  of  the  Hokkaido  Administrative 
Board,  a  clerk  of  the  Nemuro  Post  Office,  a 
reporter  of  the  Nemuro  Shimbun  and  the  father 
of  Lieutenant  Gunji  were  on  board  the  ship. 

Kumamoto,  June  19. 

A  man  residing  at  Kawaguchi-mura,  Ihoku- 
gun,  is  reported  to  have  been  attacked  by  a 
strange  disease.  Rumour  says  that  the  malady 
is  the  pest,  but  nothing  definite  can  be  learned 
at  present. 
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Nagasaki,  June  19. 
Rumour  says  that  seven  Chinese  men-of-war 
will  shortly  arrive  here. 

China,  June  19. 
Owing  to  the  continued  hot  weather  the  rice 
fields  arc  drying  up  and  great  anxiety  prevails 
among  the  farmers. 

Otsu,  June  19. 
Inconsequence  of  the  intense  heal,  which  has 
continued  for  some  twenty  days,  the  farmers  are 
prevented  from  planting  rice.    Much  trouble 
is  experienced. 

Tokushima,  June  19. 
The  severe  heat  is  causing  great  inconvenience 
in  the  planting  of  rice. 

Shimonoseki,  June  19 
The  Hyogo  Marti  arrived  here  from  Ninsen 
to-day,  and  is  now  coaling.  It  has  not  been 
accertained  whether  she  will  leave  for  Korea  or 
Ujina.  The  Hyogo  as  well  as  seven  or  eight 
other  transports,  escorted  by  the  Yoshino 
Marti,  left  Hiroshima  on  the  nth  and  put 
into  Ninsen  on  the  15th.  There  were  then 
six  or  seven  Japanese  and  five  or  six  Chinese 
war  vessels  in  that  port.  She  finished  landing 
arms  and  ammunition  the  following  day. 

One  staff  officer  arrived  here  in  the  Hyogo 
Maru,  and  at  once  left  for  Tokyo.  It  is  said 
that  the  Yamashiro  Maru  and  Omi  Maru  will 
leave  for  Yokosuka. 

Osaka,  June  20 
Ninsen  dispatches  state  that  Chinese  troops 
are   exchanging   signals  between  A-san  and 
Ten-an,  a  distance  of  six  ri,  by  means  of  sema 
phores.    The  Chinese  soldiers  are  guarding  all 
the  important  roads  in  Chin,  Sei,  and  Ko  Pro 
vinces,  thus  preventing  the  entrance  of  the 
Togaku-to  men  to  the  capital. 

All  the  sailors  of  various  men-of-war  staying 
at  Ninsen  are  ordered  to  keep  aboard  their 
ships. 

Fusan,  June  20. 
A  rumour  is  current  to  the  effect  that  ten 
thousand  Chinese  soldiers  will  enter  Soul  from 
Gi-sh'u. 

Five  Chinese  war  ships  are  saying  near  Gun- 
zan,  in  Zenra  Province. 

Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister,  has  refused  to 
accept  the  request  of  the  Chinese  Minister  and 
the  Korean  Government  to  withdraw  the  Japan 
ese  troops. 

Zenra  Province  has  been  recovered  by  the 
Government  troops,  and  the  Togaku-to  parti- 
sans are  quieting  down. 

Shimonoseki,  June  20. 

The  Yamashiro  Maru  arrived  here  from  Nin- 
sen this  morning,  and  is  expected  to  leave  for 
Hiroshima  as  soon  as  she  finishes  coaling. 

Gumma  Prefecture,  June  20. 

A  strong  earthquake  was  felt  here  at  2.05  p.m. 
Some  serious  suffering  was  experienced  to  the 
south  of  Mayebashi,  where  the  walls  of  godowns 
fell  in  and  stone-walls  toppled  down. 

Nagano,  June  20. 

An  earthquake  occurred  at  Saku  shortly  after 
two  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Cracks  were  made 
in  the  walls,  but  no  life  was  lost.  Asama 
Volcano  presents  no  unusual  aspects. 

Hiroshima,  June  20. 

The  Hyogo  Maru  arrived  here  this  morning. 
The  Wakanoura  Maru,  Sagami  Maru  and 
Mifcawa  Maru  are  also  staying  here. 

Shimonoseki,  June  20. 

The  Moji  Maru  has  put  into  the  port  from 
the  east.  The  Totomi  Maru  arrived  here  this 
afternoon,  but  the  Kumamoto  Maru  and  Echigo 
Maru  have  yet  arrived.  The  uminoye  Maru 
is  reported  to  have  left  Ninsen  on  the  1 8th,  and 
the  Omi  Maru  and  lakasago  Maru  have  been 
staying  in  the  latter  port. 

Shanghai,  June  20. 

Three  Directors  of  the  China  Merchants 
Steam  Navigation  Co.  left  for  Tientsin  yester- 
day at  the  request  of  the  Chinese  Government. 
Various  rumours  are  in  circulation  with  regard 
to  their  departure.  It  is  said  that  they  have 
been  sent  for  by  the  Viceroy  Li. 

Tientsin,  June  21. 

The  Viceroy  Li  has  ordered  the  despatch  of 
a  further  detachment  of  five  thousand  soldiers 


to  Korea.  Their  departure  is  delayed  through 
Insufficiency  of  transports. 

Tientsin,  June  21. 
Although  it  is  stated  that  the  Viceroy  Li  will 
dispatch  live  thousand  soldiers,  the  actual 
number  will  most  likely  be  not  more  than  one 
thousand  five  hundred,  The  Chinese  troops  are 
still  at  Ryojiun-ko,  and  have  not  prepared  to  set 
out  for  Korea  yet. 

Hongkong,  June  21. 
Between  the  15th  and  20th  inst.  255  deaths 
were  reported  here.  The  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  due  to  the  removal  of  about  200 
patients  to  Canton,  and  the  exodus  of  about 
one-third  of  the  whole  Chinese  population  from 
the  colony.  The  spread  of  the  epidemic  has 
not  yet  been  checked. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


THE    N  R  XT   MAIL    IS  D  U  I'. 

Krom  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  V.  K. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

Krom  Hongkong           per  P.  M,  Co. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

from  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

From  Europe,  via 
Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co. 

From  Canada,  &c.   ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

From  Hongkong           per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 

From  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co. 


Friday,  Jnne  39th. 
Sunday,  June  34th.* 
Thursday,  June  28th. t 
Friday,  July  6th. t 
Sunday,  July  1st. 

Friday,  July  6th. 
Monday,  July  9th. 
Thursday,  July  nth. 
Tuesday,  July  17th. 


'City  of  Peking  left  San  Francisco  on  June  7th.  t  City  of  Rio 
ile  Janeiro  left  Hongkong  on  June  20th.  t  China  left  San  Fran- 
cisco on  June  igth. 


THE  NEXT  MAIL  I.EAVBS 

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki  .           per  N.  Y.  K. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
Tacoma,  Wash          per  N.  P.  Co. 

For  America   '.,  per  P.  M.  Co. 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co.        Saturday,  June  30th. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co.     Saturday,  July  7th. 

for  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R.  Co.     Monday,  July  gth. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  Co.     Thursday,  July  12th. 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co.    Friday,  July  13th. 


Tuesday,  June  26th. 

Saturday,  June  30th. 
Saturday,  June  30th. 


LA  '/EST  SHIPPING. 


Angers,  Britiili  steamer,  2,079,  Bannjiter,  2l«t 
June, — Otaril  v\\  polls,  General. — Nippon  Y11- 
sen  Kaisha. 

Puyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  2i»t 

June, — Moji,  Coal. — Mi  till  Bislu  Sli;.. 

Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 
22nd    (line, —  Hongkong  via  poi  Is,  13th  June, 

Mails  and  General.— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  K.  Archi- 
bald, 22nd  June, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  131I1 
June,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Haswell, 
22nd  June, — Shanghai  and  poils,   1 6th  June, 

Mails  and  General, — Nippon  Yuseu  Kaisha. 


ARRIVALS. 

Arthur  Head,  British  steamer,  1,886,  G.  W.  Leo- 
nard, 161I1  June, — Barrow  via  ports,  General. — 
Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
he  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  I.  Iwata,  161I 
June, — Kobe    15th    June,    General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 
Gaelic,   British  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Pearne, 
17th  June, — San  Francisco  29th  May,  via.  Hono 
lulu  5th  June,  Mails  and  General. — O.  &  O. 
S.S.  Co. 

Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  D.  E.  Friele,  17th 
June, —  Hongkong  via  ports,  2nd  June,  Mails 
and  General.— P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Tsukuba  Kan  (il),  Japanese  corvet.te,  Captain  T. 

Kurooka,  17th  June,— Yokosuka. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  O.  P. 
Marshall,  18th  June, — Vancouver,    B.C.,  5th 
June,  Mails  and  General. — Frazar  &  Co. 
Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  VV.  D.  Mudie, 
l8lh  June, — Hongkong   via  poits,    91I1  June, 
Mails  and  General.— P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 
H'inode  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  789,  G.  Sofuye, 

18th  June, — Otaru,  Coal. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
i8tli  June, — Yokosuka,  Light.— Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Irene,  German  steamer,  1,630,  1 8th  June, — Ham- 
burg via  ports,  General. — Simon,  Evers  &  Co. 
Mercury  (13),  cruiser,  Captain  W.  H.  Fawkes, 

18th  June, —  Hongkong. 
Linnet    (5),   gunboat,    Captain    Bearcroft,  19th 

June,  —  Hongkong. 
Columba,  British  ship,  1,748,  H.  M.  Bull,  19th 
June, — New  York  19th  January,  Oil. — Standard 
Oil  Co. 

Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  19th 
June, — Kobe  1 8th  June,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Sesstu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  I, Oil,  Hayashi, 
20th  June, —  Kobe  18th  June,  General. — Nada 
Kogio  Kabusliiki  Kaisha. 
Moray,  British  steamer,  1,41 1,  Thomson,  21st  June, 
—Hongkong    via   ports,    General.  —  Dodvvell, 
Cat  HM  &  Co. 
Ping  Suey,  British  steamer,  1,988,  J.  C.  Jaques, 
2ist  June, — London  via  ports,  General. — W.  M. 
Strachan  &  Co. 
Sydney,   French  steamer,  3,450,  Delacroix,  21st 
June, — Marseilles  131I1   May,  Hongkong  13th 
June,  Shanghai  16th,  and  Kobe  20th,  Mails  and 
General. — Messageries  Maritimes  Co. 
Toyoshima  Marti,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 
naga,  21st  June, — Kobe  20th  June,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 
Sai>halien,  French  steamer,  2,580,  Chevalier,  l6tll 

June, — Shanghai  vi;\  Kobe,  Mails  and  General. 

— Messagf-ries  Maritimes  Co. 
Argomene,  Biitish  ship,  1,579,  Wm.  O.  Thomas, 

17th  June-,— Tacoma,  Wash.,  3,089  tons  Tea. — 

Dodwell,  Carlill  &  Co. 
Gensan  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,436,  J.  Thomas, 

17th  June, — Otaru  via  ports,  General.— Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 

naga,    17th    June, — Kobe,    General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Turbo,  British  steamer,  2,356,  Townsend,  17th 

June, —  Hamburg  and  London  via  ports,  Gene- 
ral.— Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Bankoku  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,475,  Okuma, 

18th  June, — Yokosuka,  Light. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Ise  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  641,  I.  Iwata,  18th 

June, — Hakodate,     General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Sessiu  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Hayashi, 

20th  June,— Shinagawa,  General, — Nada  Kogio 

Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Peru,  American  steamer,  2,540,  D.  E.  Friele,  18th 

June, — San   Francisco,  Mails  and  General. — 

P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 
Empress  of  India,  British  steamer,  3,003,  O.  P. 

Marshall,    18th  June, — Hongkong    via  ports, 

Mails  and  General. —  Frazar  &  Co. 
Gaelic,  Biitish  steamer,  2,690,  W.  G.  Pearne, 

19th  June, — Hongkong,  Mails  and  General.— 

O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 
Hinode  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  789,  G.  Sofuye, 

20th  June, — Yokosuka,  Light. — S.  Asano  &  Co. 
Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  20th 

June, — Hakodate,    General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Saikio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Conner, 
20th  June, — Shanghai  and  ports,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Kraysser  (6),  Russian  corvette,  Captain  Rojesl- 
wensky,  20th  June, — Vladivostock. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 
naga,  22nd  June, — Kobe,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Empress  of  China,  British  steamer,  3,003,  R.  Archi- 
bald, 23rd  June,— Vancouver,  B.C.,  Mails  and 
General. —  Frazar  &  Co. 

Oceanic,  British  steamer,  3,808,  W.  M.  Smith, 
23rd  June, — San  Francisco,  Mails  and  General. 
— O.  &  O.  S.S.  Co. 

Ancona,  British  steamer,  1,880,  W. 
23rd  June, — Hongkong  via  ports, 
General. — P.  &  O.  S.N.  Co. 


D.  Mudie, 
Mails  and 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  from  San  Francisco 
via  Honolulu  :— Mr.  Chris.  Henney,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Deakin  and  servant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Whitney,  Mrs.  Edward  Simpson,  child,  and 
nurse,  Miss  F.  Preston,  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Barber,  Miss 
M.  Woodworth,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Elliott  and  child,  Mr. 
Wm.  N.  Campbell,  Rev.  S.  Hasegawa,  Mr.  Eail 
Deakin,  Mr.  Saville  Smith,  Mrs.  Helen  B.  Stick- 
ney,  Mrs.  Nellie  S.  Hatton,  Mrs.  F.  Susaka,  Mr. 
Henry  B.  Bowie,  Mr.  Y.  Kikuchi,  Mr.  R.  VV. 
Irwin  and  two  servants,  Mr.  C.  S.  Johnston,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Wheeler  in  cabin.  For 
Hongkong  : — Mrs.  M.  Henderson,  Mr.  Thos.  H. 
Williams,  Jun.,  Mr.  William  Hogg,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Stubbs,  and  Mr.  Donald  D.  Stubbs  in  cabin. 
For  Shanghai  :— Mr.  Jno.  Walter,  Mr.  Jno.  A. 
Blattaw,  and  Mr.  A.  Amorv,  Jun.,  in  cabin. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports:— Mr.  J.  R.  Morse  and  Mr.  T.  Ekada 
in  cabin,  and  8  passengers  in  steerage.  For  San 
Francisco  : — Mrs.  James  Brown  Potter,  Mr.  Kyrle 
Bellew,  Mr.  Boyd,  U.S.  Vice-Consul  to  Siam,  and 
Miss  Ramsay  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India,  from 
Vancouver,  B.C. :— Mr.  A.  M.  Bell,  Miss  Case, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Daggett,  Mr.  George  Dawson,  Mr. 
Debrabant,  Mrs.  Debrabant,  Mr.  A.  D.  Harmens, 
Mrs.  A.  V.  Marchmount,  Mr'.  J.  R.  Moore,  Mr. 
Win.  Munsie,  Mr.  E.  C.  Pauling,  Mr.  Shimomura, 
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Mr.  Simon  Thomas,   Mr.  P.  Viengue,  and  Rev. 
Hugh  Waddell  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports  :— Lieut.  R.  Masefield,  Mr.  Granville 
Sharp,  Captain  W.  E.  Rowe,  Miss  H.  Robinson, 
Miss  Weir,  Mr.  T.  S.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Chope,  Mr. 
E.  D.  Oppenheimer,  and  Mr.  G.  N.  Macondray 
in  cabin.  The  following  passengers  disembai  ked 
at  Kobe  :  — Dr.  H.  P.  Caivalho,  Mr.  Figge,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  David,  2  children,  infant,  and 
maid  in  cabin. 

Per  French  steamer  Sydney,  from  Marseilles 
via  poits  :— Mr.  Matthond,  Mr.  Toda,  Mr.  D.  P. 
Okubo,  Mr.  Tokuda,  Mr.  G.  H.  Quirk,  Mr.  Ch. 
Weldeiman,  Mrs.  Catherine  Lasselle,  and  Mr.  H. 
Golslein  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Oceanic,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports  :— Lieut.  Markham,  R.N.,  Mr.  and  Mis. 
G.  Eckley,  and  Mr.  Tomliii  in  cabin.  For  San 
Francisco  : — Mr.  Bredon  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  Oiina,  from 
Hongkong  via  ports :— Mr.  T.  Singleton,  Mr. 
Rickelt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  St.  John,  Miss  N.  Smith, 
Mr.  Sale,  Miss  Sale,  Miss  L.  Sale,  Mr.  Chilton, 
Mr.  Jefferies,  Dr.  Horder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Ri- 
chards and  3  children,  Mr.  Tollemache,  Mr.  E. 
Sims,  Captain  Goddard,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford 
in  cabin.  For  Vancouver,  B.C. :— Dr.  Cowie,  Capt. 
Manifold,  Dr.  J.  Busteed,  Miss  J.  M.  Gheer,  Mr. 
Stern,  Mr.  R.  E.  Peake,  Mr.  R.  W.  Bematd,  Mr. 
P.  O.  Yugasli,  Mr.  J.  W.  Reddie,  Dr.  C.  Begg, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Fraser,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  and  3 
children,  Mr.  J.  Seel,  Miss  Dodson,  Mr.  F.  S. 
Deacon,  Miss  Kirkpatiick,  Mr.  R.  Mortimore, 
Dr.  W.  Shru  bshall,  Miss  Roberts,  Rev-  Pere 
Fouillet,  Mr.  J.  Alexander,  Mr.  A.  Waller,  and 
Mr.  E.  H.  Paiker  in  cabin,  and  9  passengers  in 
Asiatic  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  from  Shang- 
hai and  ports  : — Governor  Iwasaki,  Mrs.  A.  Tyler, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cairns,  Mr.  R.  E.  Bredon,  Mr.  J. 
Kelly,  and  Mr.  S.  H.  Rowe  in  cabin;  Messrs.  '1'. 
Iki,  J.  Pillai,  S.  Asada,  Ming  Oh,  Tung  Tai,  T. 
C.  Metcer,  and  Mrs.  Ah  Hop  in  second  class,  and 
26  passengers  in  steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per  French  steamer  Saghalien,  for  Shanghai 
via  Kobe :— Messrs.  Wilkinson,  Mort  al,  Lout, 
Spefford,  Campbell,  Laing,  F.  G.  Sale,  G.  K 
chaune,  J.  Bi  andenstein,  Delmas,  Cudenel, 
Pecker,  Lieut.-Colonel  Chard,  Mr.  S.  M.  Rogers 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Napier,  child,  and  governess 
Mr.  S.  Roux,  Mr.  Henri  Roux,  Miss  Sloeher, 
Mr.  S.  Toyobe,  Mr.  P.  Peterson,  and  Mr.  Mat 
thew  Browne  in  cabin. 

Per  American  steamer  Peru,  for  San  Francisco 
—Mr.  Antonio  Aguilar,  Rev.  A.  B.  Brown,  Mi 
Boyd,  Mr.  Kytle  Bellew,  Mr.  R.  Doeschner,  Mr 
E.  Himmelreich,  Miss  F.  M.  Imaudt,  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Miller,  Miss  B.  M.  Maxwell,  Mr.  G.  Melchers, 
Mrs.  Brown-Potter,  Mr.  W.  C.  Knoops,  Miss 
Ramsay,  Dr.  Reich,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Stone, 
and  Mr.  Jos.  Hoffmann  in  cabin. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  India,  for  Hong 
kong  via  ports: — Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Muiihead, 
Miss  Crawford,  Mr.  A.  Sarkies,  Mr.  Thompson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell,  Mr.  Saville  Smith,  Mr 
Harvie,  Lieut.  Payne,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr.  J 
R.  Moore  in  cabin  ;  Mr.  Chan  Lai  Sang  and  Mr 
Chan  Yeok  in  second  class,  and  Mr.  Leung  Fai 
in  Asiatic  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Gaelic,  lor  Hongkong 
Dr.  E.  H.  Meaden,  R.N.,  Dr.  W.  J.  Bearblock, 
R.N.,  and  Mr.  Fung  Yick  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  ports: — Mrs.  J.  T.  Thompson  and  child,  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Chun,  Mrs.  J.  Wilson"  and  2  children 
Mrs.  Sekido,  Mrs.  Kin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rid 
ley  and  child,  Messrs.  C.  Him  Shan,  C.  Birch 
and  A.  Amosy,  Jim.,  in  cabin  ;  Mrs.  Clifford  and 
daughter,  Mrs.  Goto,  Messrs.  B.  Tourney  and 
Tatvaka  in  second  class,  and  73  passengers  in 
steerage. 

Per  Biilish  steamer  Empress  of  China,  for  Van- 
couver, B.C.  :— Major  G.  Adye,  Mr.  Alexander, 
Mis.  Bech,  Dr.  Begg,  Lieut.  Bell,  R.N.,  Mr. 
Benjamin,  Mr.  R.  W.  Bernard,  Mr.  Sherrard 
Billings,  Mr.  W.  P.  Bliss,  Mr.  Albert  Boer,  Mr. 
R.  A.  Bole,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Bryant  and  3  children, 
Dr.  Busteed,  Hon.  Hugh  Campbell,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Carpenter,  Mr.  F.  Chaplin,  Mr.  George  Chappel, 
Mr.  Corbin,  Mr.  Curling,  Dr.  Cowie,  Mr.  Daes- 
chner,  Mr.  F.  G.  Deacon,  Mr.  P.  O.  De  Yugasti, 
Miss  Dickerson,  Miss  Dodson,  Mr.  H.  Fieldon, 
Rev.  Pere  Fouillet,  Mr.  Fraser,  Miss  Gheer,  Mr. 
Hedderwick,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Y.  Isono,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kauffmann,  Miss  Kauffmann,  Miss  Kirk' 
patrick,  Mr.  Lamarche,  Captain  Manifold,  Mr. 
Mannock,  Hon.  W.  W.  Maxwell,  Mis.  May,  Mr. 
Mortimore,  Dr.  and  Mis.  Noyes,  Miss  Noyes, 
Dr.  Oppert,  Mr.  E.  H.  Pai  ker,  Mr.  W.  H.  Par- 
sons,  Mr.  R.  E.  Peake,  Mr.  Robai  Is,  Miss  Robarls, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Robert,  Rev.  J.  Cooper  Robinson,  Mrs. 
J.  Cooper  Robinson,  Miss  Hilda  Margaret  Robin- 


son, Miss  Lucy  Winifred  Robinson,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Rockfeller,  Mr.  J.  R.  Reddie,  Mr.  W.  G.  Reddie, 
Mr.  Paul  Schramm,  Mr.  A.  Schultze,  Mr.  Edgar- 
Scott,  Mr.  Hugh  D.  Scott,  Mr.  Stern,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Thompson,  Miss  Thompson,  Miss  Elise  Vicquet, 
Mr.  Walter,  Mr.  A.  Walter,  Mr.  W.  E.  Wash- 
ume,  Mr.  A.  F.  Watt,  Mr.  G.  M.  Williams,  and 
Miss  Mary  E.  Wilson  in  cabin. 

Per  Biilish  steamer  Oceanic,  for  San  Francisco  : 
—  Mrs.  Bainbridge,  Mr.  R.  E.  Bredon,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Chapman,  Mr.  I.  C.  Guest,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Gunther,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Meyjes,  R.D.N. , 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Michael,  Mrs.  Miyaoka,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Moigan,  Mr.  J.  L.  Morgan,  Mrs.  Nevins,  Mr.  A. 
Paget,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Paiker,  Mr.  D.  L.  Streeter, 
Mrs.  Wells,  Miss  Wells,  Mr.  S.Wells,  Mr.  O. 
Guldbrandsen,  and  Mr.  N.  Sodorslrom  in  cabin. 

Per  Briiish  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Mr.  C.  H.  Allen,  Major  Collette,  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Underwood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Boilon, 
Mr.  J.  Henderson,  Mr.  J.  Sloss,  Mr.  B.  McGowan, 
Captain  Bougouin,  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  D.  Trea- 
surer, Mr.  W.  G.  Wright,  Mr.  R.  J.  Kirby,  Miss 
Skinner,  Mr.  H.  Janni,  and  Mr.  W.  Balmes  in 
cabin  ;  and  34  Chinese  in  steerage. 


CARGOES. 
Per  French  steamer  Saghalien,  for  Shanghai 
via  Kobe  : — Raw  Silk  for  Europe,  105  bales;  Waste 
Silk  for  Europe,  48  bales.    Treasure  for  Singa- 
poie,  $392,000. 

Per  British  ship  Argomene,  for  Tacoma,  Wash.: — 


Yokohama 
Total. 


TEA. 

NEW        CHI-        MO N-       ST.    CLEVE-  OTHER 

YORK.      CAGO.    1  REAL.  PAUL.    LAND.  CITIES.  TOTAL 

..10,273  14,331  1,368  1,689     788  3,9<>7  32,356 


32.356 


v  

RATES. 

Tea...  r  cent,  per  lb.  gross.  |  Measuremt..Gold  $10  per  ton 
Per  Japanese  steamer  Saikio  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  pol  ls  :  —Treasure,  $93,400. 

Per  British  steamer  Empress  of  China,  for  Van 
couver,  B.C. : — 

TEA. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  PACI- 

AND  FIC  0IHER 

EAST.       COAST.  CITIES.  T0TA1 

66—1 


CANADA 

Hongkong   — 

Kiukiang    304 

Foochow    450 

Shanghai    8 

Hankow    1,635 

Hyogo    1 , 1 Q 1 

Yokohama    ...  ii743 


AND 
WEST. 


2,567 
2gO 

>.325 
3.728 


987 
1,029 


75  — 
32  — 

957  — 


502 
45" 
6,148 
•.957 
3.503 
7,457 


Total           5,331    7,910    51520    1,268        —  20,029 

SILK. 

NEW  YORK.      OTHER  CITIES 

Hongkong  &  Canton    105    —  ... 

Shanghai    10    —  •• 

Yokohama   49    — 


TOTAL, 
.  I05 

10 

•  49 


LATEST 


COMMERCIAL. 
 ♦  


IMPORTS. 
A  poor  week  take  it  altogether.  Yams — More 
doing  but  with  weak  prices.  Shirtings  and  T. 
Cloths  are  dull  and  neglected.  Fancies — No  en- 
quiry except  for  retail  paicels  of  Ve'vet.  Wool 
ens — Something  done  for  Autumn  arrival  and 
there  are  enquiries  for  medium  Italian  Cloth  i. 
vil  prix.    Beyond  that,  nothing-  stirring. 

COITOtl    PIEOK  UOODS. 


Grey  Shirtings— gill,  3«i  yds.  45  inches 

1'.  Cloth— 7 11),  24  yaids,  32  inches   

Indigo  Shirtings — 12  yards,  44  inches... 
Prints — Assorted,  24  yards,  30  inches ... 
Cotton — Italians  and  Salteens  Itlack,  32 


Velvets— Black,  35  yards,  22  inches  ... 
Victoria  I.awns,  12  yards,  42-3  inches... 
Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.41b,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  31b,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches   ••• 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches   

WOOU.ICNS. 

Flannel  

Italian  Cloth.  311  yaids,  32  inches  hest 
Italian   Cloth,   30   yaids,  32  inches 

Medium  

Italian  Cloth,   30  yards,  32  inches 


Total      164 


164 


Per  Biitish  steamer  Oceanic,  for  San  Francisco: — 


(  K  A  Nnisco 

Shanghai    ',667 

Hyogo    — 

Yokohama    ...  2,079 

Hongkong   145 

Foochow    — 

Amoy   — 

Total   : 


TEA 

NEW 
YORK 


1,357 
l,2l8 

908 
1  1,567 


CHICAGO. 

",34" 
1,294 

2. '45 


ST. 
PAUL, 


OTHSK 
CITIES. 


—  86l 


852  — 


842 


TOTAL. 
2,008 
2,651 
6,303 

'45 
1 .760 
1 2,409 


15.050  5.632 
silk. 


—   1,703  26,276 


HARTFORD. 


Shanghai  ... 

Hongkong 

Vokohama 


Total 


82 
142 
'50 

374 


82 
'5o 

374 


Per  British  steamer  Ancona,  for  Hongkong  via 
ports:— Silk,  88  bales;  Waste  Silk,  17  bales. 


REPORTS. 
The  Biitish  steamer  Gaelic,  Captain  Pearne, 
repo.ts:  —  Left  San  Francisco  the  29th  May 
4.19  p.m 

2.50  a 
rived 


the  29th    May  at 
Arrived  at  Honolulu  the  5th  June  at 
and  left  the  same  day  at  5.29  p.m.  Ar- 
al Yokohama  the   17th  June  at  9.12  a.m. 


Had    light    variable    winds,    and    fine  weather 
throughout  the  passage.    Passage  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, 17  days,  23  hours,  25  minutes;  from  Hono 
lulu,  10  days,  19  hours,  52  minutes. 

The  Biitish  steamer  Oceanic,  Captain  W.  M. 
Smith,  reports  :— Left  Hongkong  and  Macao  the 
131I1  June,  Amoy  the  151b,  Nagasaki  the  18th,  and 
Kobe  the  20th.  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  21st 
Passage  from  Kobe,  1  day,  33 


June  at  1. 28  p.m 
minutes. 

The  Japanese 
Haswell,  reports 


Moiisseline  de  l.aine- 
31  inches   


-Crape,  2  1  yaids, 


PER   P  1  SCI. 

$2.40 

2.60 

to  3  40 

to  1 .90 

170 

to  2.35 

1  75 

1,1    ry  7C 

t°  3 •  /-> 

PER 

V  A  HD  . 

O  l6 

tO  0  21 

PER 

Pi  BUR. 

6,85 

to  9,05 

O.85 

to  ] .00 

to  1.75 

1  80 

tit  2, tO 

2.35 

to  2.75 

2  gs 

to  3.15 

PER 

V  A  K 1) . 

$0.2ji 

lu  0.45 

0'35 

111  O.4O 

O  30 

t"  O.35 

0.25 

to  0.30 

<>.I5 

lu  »  224 

0.35 

to  0.50 

O.60 

to  0.^5 

O.4O 

to  0  70 

"•45 

1..  o.szj 

PER 

PICtll.. 

Cloths—  Presidents,  54  «$  56  indies  ... 

Cloths— Union,  54  (§  56  incl.es   

UUnkets— Scarlet  arid  Green,  4  to  3411), 
pi-i  Hi   

Co  11  on  YA Kris. 

Nut.  1O/24,  Ordinary   

Nos.  16/24,  Medium   ?37  °°  '°  38-00 

Nos.  16/24,  Good  to  Host   38-00  to  39.00 

Nos.  (6/24,  Reveise    — 

Nos,  28/32,  Ordinary   39  00 

Nos.  28/32,  Medium    39.50  to  40.00 

Nos.  28/32,  Good  to  Best   40.00  to  41.00 

Nos.  38/42,  Medium  to  Hest    43.00  to  45.00 

No.  32s,  Two-fold      42.00  to  44  00 

No.  42s,  I  wo-fohl    49.00  to  52.00 

P  K  It  H  A  I.  E , 

No.  205,  Bomhay   — 

NO.  16s,  Bomhay    — 

MltTAI.S. 

Rather  less  doing  than  in  the  previous  week. 
Wire  Nails  have  improved  slightly  but  all  other 
kinds  of  Iron'are  dull.  Tin  Plates  move  slowly, 
and  it  looks  as  though  the  season  were  nearly  over. 

PER  P  I  C  U  I. . 

flat  Hate,  i  inch    *3  45  to  3.50 

Plat  Bais,  i  inch    3  55  l«  3  60 

Round  ami  aquaie  up  to  }  inch    3.50(03.60 

Iron  Plates,  assorted    3-fio  to  3.75 

Sheet  Iron   4-70  to  4.85 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.40109.60 

Wire  Nails,  assorted    6.10  lo  6  30 

Tin  Platen,  per  box   5  80  to  6  00 

Pii»  Iron.  No.  3    1.60  t«  1.65 

ICICKOSICNK. 
Market  is  apparently  quiet  ;  but  there  are  ru- 
mours of  business  done  on  secret  terms  which  will 
doubtless  be  divulged  sooner  or  later. 

Chester    *'-65   to  "-67* 

Comet    '-°2£  to  1.65 

Devoe   

Russian  Anchor   1.024101.65 

Russian  Moon    '  -6o  to  1.624 

SUGAR. 

Good  business  all  round.  Brown  Formosa  has 
advanced  about  10  cents,  while  other  sorts  are  un- 
changed in  price.  White— Large  and  satisfac- 
tory trade  both  "  spot  "  and  '« to  arrive  "  at  a  rise 
in  values. 

PER  PICUI.. 

Broun  Takao    $4.60  to  4.70 

Brown  Manila   ■"■   5.20105.60 

Brown  Daitong   3.30103.40 

Brown  Canton   4  00104.30 

White  Java  and  Penang   7-20  to  7.50 

While  Kelined    7.6010990 

 (  


steamer  Kobe  Maru,  Captain 
—Left  Shanghai  the  16th  June, 
Nagasaki  the  19II1,  and  Kobe  the  2lst.  Arrived 
at  Yokohama  the  22nd  June  at  10  a.m.  Had  fine 
weather  and  light  variable  airs  throughout  the 
passage. 


EXPORTS. 
RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  15th  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  122 
piculs,  divided  thus  : — Filatures,  83  piculs  ;  Ka- 
keda,  39  piculs.  Direct  shipments  have  been  64 
bales,  making  the  total  business  of  the  week  about 
200  piculs. 

There  was  practically  nothing  done  until  the 
last  two  days,  when  buyers  for  New  York  seemed 
determined  to  take  something  for  the  outgoing 
steamer  so  as  to  give  their  friends  on  that  side  a 
sample  of  the  crop.  For  Europe  nothing  has  been 
done  in  new  silk,  although  at  the  time  of  writing 
some  small  transactions  are  talked  of. 

The  stock  of  old  silk  remains  practically  un- 
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changed  and  theie  seems  to  be  little  demand) 
although  holders  aie  offering  it  at  low  rates  lo 
make  a  clearance^ 

New  Crop  —  Personal  observation  in  the  pio- 
ducing  districts  confirms  the  fact  that  there  is  an 
abundant  crop  ol  excellent  quality  this  yeai .  The 
quality  is  undoubtedly  supeiioi  to  what  we- have 
seen  for  many  years  past  and  pt  ices  will  rule  low, 
although  from  the  amount  of  business  already 
done  thei  e  will  be  no  fui  liter  drop  fur  the  Outgoing 
steamer.  Probably  in  the  course  of  next  month  we 
may  see  a  fall  of  ten  per  cent,  from  pr  esent  pi  ices. 

The  crop  is  veiy  early  this  year,  nearly  1,000 
boxes  Filatures  and  Re-reelshRv'u\g  already  arrived 
on  this  maiket,  with  most  of  the  producing  centies 
in  full  activity.  Kakeda  and  Oshu  sorts,  of  course, 
will  not  airive  before  the  end  of  next  month  or 
beginning  of  August;  but  due  Shinshtt  silks 
should  lie  with  us  some  time  next  mouth. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  Genpan  mail  Nurnberg, 
151I1  instant,  taking  94  bales  for  Europe,  the 
French  mail  Saghalien,  16th  instant,  105  bales  for 
(be  same  destination,  and  the  P.M.S.S.  Peru,  18th 
instant,  93  bales  for  the  New  York  trade.  These 
depai  tin  es  make  the  present  export  figures  44,659 
picnls,  against  47,568  piculs  last  year,  and  49,975 
piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Hanks.  —  Nothing  done  so  far  and  no  supplies 
have  appeared  on  the  market. 

Filatures. — Considerable  business  has  been 
done  and  the  season  is  veryeaily.  One  sample 
lot  of  new  Mino  was  booked  as  early  as  the  8th 
instant  at  $710,  followed  on  the  12th  by  a  few 
moie  boxes  of  the  same  chop  at  $700,  but  the 
maiket  may  really  be  said  to  have  opened  on  the 
191b  instant  when  Shinshu  silks,  full  size,  1  eeled 
from  alien  cocoons,  were  settled  at  the  following 
prices  :  Kaimeisha,  $685 ;  Rujokan,  $680  ;  Seven 
Stars,  $677-5.  These  were  followed  on  the 
20th  instant  by  similar  silks  from  Shinyesha 
filature  at  $675,  Koshu  Yajima  being  done  at  the 
same  price.  Further  purchases  at  similar  rates 
are  also  reported,  as  well  as  a  parcel  of  Koshu 
Kusanagisha  at  $670;  but  advices  from  consum- 
ing centies  are  very  poor  and  we  look  for  lower 
prices  before  the  next  steamer  leaves.    -  . 

Re-reels. — One  parcel  of  new  Tortoise  is  in  the 
mai  ket,  owners  asking  $660.  Pi  obably  it  will  be 
sold  before  the  steamer  sails  at  or  near  $650. 

Kakeda. — Some  business  in  old  silk,  two  or 
three  parcels  of  Musume  II  being  done  at  $600, 
presumably  for  Europe. 

QUOTATIONS.— (NEW  SILK.) 

Hanks—  No.  1 4   _ 

Hanks — No.  2  (Sliinsini)     

Hanks— No.  2  ( losliu)    

Hanks— Nij.  2i  (Sliinsini)  „.  _ 

Hanks — No.  2{  ( losliu)   _ 

Hanks — No.  aj.tn  3    _ 

Hanks— No.  3     

Hanks— No.  jj    

Filatures— Kxtra  10/12  deniers   _ 

filatures — Extra  13/15  deniers    — 

Pilal nres— No.  I,  10/13  ilenieis    _ 

Filatures — No.  1,  13/15,  14/16  Jen    

Filatures— No.  1$,  10/14  deniers    

Filatures— No.  ij.  13/in,  14/170*611  $670  to  680 

Filatures — No.  2.  10/15  denier*    630  to  1540 


Filatures — No.  2,  deniers 
Filatures — No.  3,  1  4/20  denieis 

Re-reels — Extra   

Ke-reels—  (Osliu)  llest  No.  1   

Re-ieels — No.  1,  13/15,  14/1  f)  deniers. 
Ke-ieels — No.  irj,  13/10,  1 4/17  deniers. 

Re-ieels — No.  2,  14/18  deniers  

Re-reels — No.  2j,  1 4/1H  deniers   

Re-ieels— No.  3,  1  j/io  deniers   

K  aired  as — Extra   

Kakedas — No.  1   

Kakedas— No.  it   

Kakedas — No.  2   

KaKedas — No.  2rj   

Kakedas— No.  3   , 

Kakedas — No.  3J   

Kakedas— No.  4   

Osliu  Sendai — Nn.  i\  

f Inniatsiitri — No.  1,2   

Hainatsiiici — No.  3,  1   

Sodai — No.  ai    


Kxpoii  Haw  Silk  fables  lo  22nd  June,  i8q4; 


•  nil  I  N  g3- 1 8Q4  .     1892.93  . 


Iluyijie   241190 

Aim-Wen    19,067 


total 


<  Hales  43,257 
(  Pjciilti  44,659 


Seltlenieutk  and  Direct 

Export  front  1  st  |tily 
Stock,  22nd  June    5,000 


]  45.°°o 


>  9,39° 
27.382 

46,772 
47.568 

ric.tl.a  , 

•47,5"° 
550 


1891-9*. 

It  A  l.tft  , 

"8.9SO 
29.934 

48,884 
49,975 

rlctlM  . 
50,100 

1,800 


A  uailal.lx  ■upplies  to  dale  50,000       48,050  51.900 

WASTE  SII.K. 
Settlements  during  the  week  are  440  piculs, 
divided   thus  :    Noshi,  180  piculs ;   Kibiso,  140 
piculs;  Neri,  120  piculs.    No  direct  shipments. 

The  market  is  very  dull  and  the  principal  busi- 
ness done  bad  been   in  low  quality  Neri,  with 


Noshi  lejections.  The  slock  is  huge  and  new 
Cl'op  approaching  SO  that  holdeis  gelling  a  little 
anxious,  and  pi  ices  are  mure  or  less  nominal  in 
the  absence  of  business. 

1  here  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities, 
the  Nurnberg,  15th  instant,  taking  318  bales  foi 
Europe,  followed  by  the  French  mail  Saghalien, 
16II1  instant,  with  106  bales  for  same  destination. 
Tiiese  departures  make  ihe  present  expoit  figures 
29»55<>  piculs,  against  44,625  piculs  last  year,  and 
35,209  piculs  at  the  same  dale  In  1892. 

Noshi.— Some  little  business  was  done  in  me- 
dium Filatures,  price  about  $107^.  Ordinary 
J  oshu  hi  ought  $65  ;  and  very  common  clippings 
and  rejections,  $15. 

Kibiso. — A  fair  parcel  Yechigo  brought  $65  and 
some  Filature  is  noted  at  $100.  Beyond  these 
two  sales  there  is  no  business. 

Sundries.— The  only  business  done  has  been  in 
common  Neri  Hi  $4  for  the  uucleaned  stock. 

QUOTATIONS.  — (OLD  SILK.) 

pierced  (Jocuona — liood  to  lie s t   — 

Nostii-ilo — Filature,  Heat   $120  to  125 

Noslii-ito — I'ilatme,  Good    110(0115 

Soshi-ilo — Filature,  Medium    100  to  105 

Noslii-ito — Osliu,  Good  to  Hest    115  to  125 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsini,  Hest    — 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsini,  Good   80  to  85 

Noslii-ito — Sliinsini,  Medium    70  to  65 

Noslii-ito — Huslui,  Good  to  Heat   105  to  115 

Noslii-ito — Joslni,  Hest    — 

Noslii-ito — joslni,  Good    65  to  70 

Nosiii-ito — joslni,  Ordinary    60  to 

Kibiso — Filature,  ISest  selected   go  to  100 

Kibiso — Filature,  Seconds   80  to  85 

Kibiso — Oshu,  Good  to  Hest    60  to  65 

Kibiso — Sliinsini,  Hest   — 

Kibiso — Sliinsliu,  Seconds    — 

Kibiso — Joslni,  Goad  to  Fair   35  to  30 

Kibiso — Joslni,  Middling  to  Common    30  to  25 

Kibiso — Hachoji,  Good    30  to  25 

Kibiso — Haclioji,  Medium  to  Low   25  to  20 

Kibiso — Neri,  Good  to  Common    — 

Vlawata — Good  to  Hest   150  to  160 

Hxpor  i  Table  Waste  Silk  to  22nd  June,  1  894-.— 


S«AIOM  J8Q3-94. 

I  C  tl  L  S  . 

Waslc  Silk    26,325 

INerred  Cocoons   3, 33  r 


1892-93,  1891-91. 

I'lcllL..  PlCIJLl. 

4'. 933  33, "«o 

2,692  2,099 


29.556      44,625  35.209 


^cltlcuicllts  unit  Ol.cct 

Report  from  1st  July 
Stock,  22nd  June   12,500 


29,700 


46,500 
2,400 

48,900 


37,200 
3.500 

40,700 


A  vh  liable  supplies  to  date  42,200 

Exchange,  has  risen  and  declined  during  the 
week,  closing  as  under: — London,  4in/s.  Cre- 
dits, 2/1^;  Documents,  2/lf;  6m/s.  Credits,  2/lf. 
New  York,  3od/s.  U.S.  $5if ;  4111/s.  U.S.  $521. 
Paris,  or  Lyons,  4in/s.  fcs.  2.68;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.69. 

Estimated  Silk  Slock,  22nd  June,  i8g4  :  — 

R»W.  >ICIIL5 

Ha  11  Us    — 

Filatures    3,670 

Re-reeis   800 

Kakeda    520 

Osnu    — 


Yavsaam  Kinds 


Wash.  Picuts. 

Cocoons   80 

Noshi-ito    6,170 


Kibiso 


5,575 


Mawata   100 

Sundries    575 


Total  piculs    5,000       Total  piculs   .12,500 

TEA. 

Maiket  has  quieted  down,  and  settlements  do 
not  average  above  500  piculs  a  day.  Quotations 
do  not  show  much  change  ;  but  tasters  complain 
of  the  quality  of  second  crop  which  is  now  coming 
freely  to  hand.  Buyers  assert  that  prices  are  too 
high  for  the  quality  now  offeiing;  on  their  side 
sellers  endeavour  to  maintain  quotations  by  hold- 
ing back  stocks  up  country. 

quotations. 

Choicest    533  to  3S 

Choice    2q  to  30 

finest    26  to  27 

F'ne     24  t0  25 

Good  Medium    2|  to  22 

Medium    ,7  t0  19 

Good  Common    15  to  16 

Common   ,3  to  14 

EXCHANGE. 
Exchang  closes  weak  at  under  mentioned  rates  : 

Sterling — Bank  T.T   2/1 

Sterling  —  liatilt  Hills  on  demand    2/1J 

Steiling — Bank  4  months'  sight    2/if 

Sterling— Private  4  months'  sight   2/if 

Sterling — Private  6  months'  sight   2/i| 

On  Paris — Bank  sight     2.63 

On  Lyons— Private  4  months'  sight   2.71 

On  Hongkong— Bank  sight    |°/0prem. 

On  Hongkong— Private  10  days'  sight    |  °/o  dis. 

On  Shanghai — Bank  sight    j2l 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    731 

On  India — Bank  sight    ,93 

On  India— Private  30  days'  sight    196 

On  America — Bank  Hills  on  demand    51 

On  America — Private  30  days'  sight    52^ 

On  America — Private  4  months'  sight   53 

On  Germany — Bank  sight    2,12 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.20 

Bar  Silver  (London)   28 J 


A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 


TTPHE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
1  Ilakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Ilakone 
Distt  ict,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never  failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  nfced  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
coveted  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

Y.  HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


BOARDING  HOUSE 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 

MISS  H.  G.  BRITTAN,  2,Bluff,  Yokohama, 
will  be  happy  to  receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms: — One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


n 


ATKINSON'S 

ROSE 


The  most  admired  of  all  Perfumes.  Other 
odours  pall  upon  the  sense,  but  Atkim- 
son's  "  White  Eose  "  is  ever  fresh  and 
sweet . 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  DE  COLOGNE 

Renowned  for  a  couple  of  centuries,  this 
Perfume  has  given  rise  to  a  legion  of 
Worthless  Imitations.    Use  only  Atkin- 
son's Enclish  make,  which  is  the  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 
CAUTION!  Only  genuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trade  Mark, 
'  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894. 


iy. 
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Awarded  Cold  Medal  Lpool  Intebn-l  Exhibition.  1886. 


ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVERPOOL 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :- 

"  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking'  Mixture" 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
"  Golden  Brown  "  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 


IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES. 


PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■•tabllshed   »   Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says— "  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Falcir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 

SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all, inflammations. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  their  gratitude ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea, 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


YARROW'S 

SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour. 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  f  1  ee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  17s.,  to  any  part  of  the  World 

Offices— Bishopsgate  House,  London,  E,C. 

"  MONEYJAND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ouknal  for  In 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders 

■'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  Trading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer 
chants,  Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  al 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  i 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship 
ping,  't  rading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com 
panies  are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  i 
"  MONEY  AND  TkADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu 
lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  bn 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  gooris 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goe*  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  "wholesale  and  retail  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  to  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  l he  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  and  to  all  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 

September  30,  1893. 


ASK  FOE 


LI  E  BIG  COM  PAN  Y  S 


And  see  that  each  Jar  be&ts  iiarori  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  thronghont  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS, 

MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fencburch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co.,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  tne  World. 
N.B.-ASK   FOR  DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  I,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &Steam  Launch C! 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH    "GLOW-WORM,"  63ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
And  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power— Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes, 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating 
or  Stationary ;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m.i.m.e., 

Manager. 


TWICE 


April  23rd,  1893. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  st  St.  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Ellacott  Beals,  of  No.  58,  Bluff, 

Yokohama. — Saturday,  June  83,  1894. 


A  REVIEW  OF  JAPANESE  COMMERCE,  POLITICS,  LITERATURE,  AND  ART. 


No.  26.] 
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DEATH. 

On  the  24th  inst. ,  at  the  German  Hospital,  John 
Maack,  in  his  59th  year. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWS. 


Asama-yama  is  again  quiescent. 

No  rain  lias  yet  fallen — the  drought  is  becom- 
ing serious.  — ■  

Mr.  J.  G.  Frederick  Bandinel  has  been  ap- 
pointed an  Honorary  Japanese  Consul. 

Desentery  in  making  fearful  ravages  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Kumamoto  Prefecture. 

Several  slight  shocks  of  earthquake  have  been 
experienced  in  Yokohama  and  district  during 
the  week.   

The  Russian  Minister  has  been  asked  to  become 
Honorary  President  of  the  Japan  and  Russia 
Business  Society. 

A  meeting  has  been  held  to  consider  what  steps 
should  be  taken  in  the  rebuilding  of  S.  Andrew's 
Church,  Shiba,  Tokyo.   An  adjournment  was 


taken  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  further  pro- 
fessional advice. 


One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five 
persons  have  died  from  the  plague  in  Hongkong 
since  the  9th  May.  

The  B  division  race  on  Saturday  of  the  Yoko- 
hama Sailing  Club  was  won  by  Daisy  after  a 
well-contested  struggle. 

The  Fleet  was  again  defeated  by  the  Yokohama 
C.  &  A.  C.  on  Wednesday,  this  time  by  202 
runs  on  the  first  innings. 

An  explosion  occurred  in  a  gun-powder  godown 
at  Itabashi,  Tokyo,  on  Wednesday.  The  build- 
ing was  destroyed  and  two  men  killed. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Parliamentary  elections 
will  take  place  on  August  ioih  instead  of  on 
August  28th  as  previously  surmised. 

A  vein  of  gold  is  said  to  have  been  discovered 
at  Higashi  Kokuin-mura,  Mogami-gun,  Yama- 
gataPrefecture.by  MatsuokaChukichi  of  Sendai. 

At  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  shareholders 
in  Messrs.  Deakin  Bros.,  Limited,  it  was  resolved 
to  reduce  the  capital  from  $150,000  to  $30,000. 

The  Public  Hall  Association's  accounts  for 
1891-2,  1892-3,  and  1893-4  have  been  published. 
There  is  now  a  balance  in  hand  of  $152.23. 

H.I.M.  the  Empress  will  leave  the  capital  on 
the  1st  of  July  next  for  Hayama,  Miura  Dis- 
trict, Kanagawa  Prefecture,  where  she  intends 
to  stay  for  about  four  weeks. 

A  double  suicide  occurred   in  Maganecho, 

Yokohama,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  inst.  a 

medical  student  and  a  girl  deciding  to  die 
together.   . 

Admiral  Fremantle  presided  at  an  enjoyable 
entertainment  given  by  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  community  at  the  Seamen's  Mission  on 
Thursday.   

The  game  of  Living  Chess  played  in  the  Bluff 
Gardens  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  was  a  great 
success.  The  costumes  were  picturesque  and 
gorgeously  mediaeval. 

The  Yokohama  Charily  Organization  is  making 
another  appeal  to  charitable  male  members  of 
the  community.  It  has  relieved  a  great  deal  of 
distress  during  the  last  two  years  in  an  admir- 
able manner.  

Nine  years'  hard  labour  is  the  punishment 
meted  out  to  Murayama  Chiujiio,  a  heimin  0 
Okachimachi,  Shitaya,  Tokyo,  for  forging  a 
number  of  20-sen  silver  coins. 


Korean  affairs  still  loom  large  in  ihe  public 
vision.  Various  petitions  have  been  sent  in 
from  the  provinces  asking  for  permission  to  raise 
volunteer  corps,  but  these  prayers  have  not 
been  granted. 

H.I.M  .the  Emperor  has  telegraphed  his  condo- 
lences to  the  French  Government  upon  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  death  of  M.  Carnot.  The  Con- 
sular flags  have  been  flown  half-mast  high  for 
three  days  in  consequence  of  the  pitiful  event. 

The  British  community  of  Yokohama  seem 
very  pleased  over  the  birth  of  the  Duchess  of 
York's  son,  the  direct  male  heir  to  the  Throne 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  depen- 
dencies thereof. 

Of  the  four  jailers  who  were  arrested  in  con- 
nection with  the  death  of  a  convict  during  the 
recent  disturbance  in  Kajibashi  Prison,  Tokyo, 
two  named  Oka  Kyusaburo  and  Nishikawa 


Tamotsu  were  found  not  guilty  by  the  Prelimi- 
nary Judge  on  the  25th  inst.,  while  two  others, 
Uchiyama  Ryokichi  and  Oki  Genzayemon,  were 
remanded  to  the  Criminal  Court. 


A  coal  prospector  named  Kawai  Denjuro,  a 
Tokyo  man,  has  struck  a  coal  deposit  at  Talari, 
Kikuta-gun,  Fukushima.  He  estimates  an 
output  of  1,500,000  or  2,000,000  catties  per 
month,  as  soon  as  the  mine  is  in  working  order. 


The  Japanese  authorities  propose  dredging  ihe 
port  of  Futami,  Chichijima,  in  theBonin  group, 
owing  to  the  growth  of  trade  there,  the  exports 
to  the  South  Sea  Islands  being  something  con- 
siderable. The  Naval  authorities  also  propose 
establishing  there  a  coal  depot. 


A  return  of  the  foreign  population  at  Fusan, 
Korea  made  up  to  the  end  of  last  month  gives 
the  following  results :— Japanese,  2,495  males 
and  2,087  females;  American,  3;  British,  9; 
French,  one;  Chinese,  108;  Danes  2;  and 
Germans,  2. 

President  Carnot  has  been  assassinated  by 
an  Italian  anarchist  named  Santo  while  pro- 
ceeding to  the  Theatre  at  Lyons.  Riots  have 
broken  out  in  Paris,  Lyons,  Grenoble  and 
other  provincial  towns,  in  the  course  of 
which  Italian  shops  have  been  sacked  and 
an  Italian  consulate  attacked.  M.M.  Casimir- 
Perier,  Dupvy,  and  Brisson  are  candidates 
for  the  Presidentship.  Great  Britain,  Italy 
Spain,  the  United  States  and  Japan  have 
telegraphed  their  condolences.  The  Duchess 
of  York  (Princess  May)  has  been  delivered  of 
a  son  ;  mother  and  child  are  reported  to  be 
doing  well.  The  American  gold  reserve  has 
fallen  forty  millions  below  the  limit.  Signor 
Crispi  has  been  fired  at  while  driving  in  Rome. 
The  French  press  is  growing  less  acrimonious 
towards  Great  Britain  in  reference  to  the  Congo 
Affair,  and  expects  that  she  will  give  Fiance  as 
much  satisfaction  as  she  accorded  to  Germany 
in  the  same  matter.  The  Pope's  latest  ency- 
clical prays  for  a  re-union  of  the  churches. 
An  enthusiastic  meeting  has  been  held  at  Mel- 
bourne in  favour  of  bimetallism. 


What  with  the  drought,  the  advancing  summer, 
and  the  Korean  question,  the  Import  market  has 
been  driven  into  the  doldrums  this  week,  and 
Shirtings  and  T.  Cloths  are  absolutely  lifeless. 
Noth  ing  is  doing  in  Woollens  or  Cottons,  but 
Yarns  show  a  few  more  sales.  The  Metal  market 
is  quiet,  with  the  exception  of  Wire  Nails,  of 
which  several  thousand  kegs  have  been  sold  at 
rather  better  prices,  both  for  present  and  future 
delivery.  More  business  is  doing  in  Kerosene, 
though  the  stocks  at  present  are  ample  for  all 
requirements— prices  are  steady  all  round.  A 
trifling  glut  in  Brown  Sugar  has  sent  down  quo- 
tations slightly,  but  White  "has  changed  hands  at 
the  Tokyo  periodical  auctions  at  late  rates. 
Things  are  much  easier  for  Tea,  and  the  busi- 
ness, for  the  time  of  year,  is  small.  The  settle- 
ments for  the  present  season  are  145,000  against 
135,000  piculs  to  date  last  year.  The  out-going 
steam  and  sailing-vessels  all  carry  away  plenty 
of  leaf.  The  political  disturbances  in  Europe 
have  had  some  slight  influence  on  the  Raw  Silk 
market,  one  or  two  orders  for  Lyons  being  can- 
celled, but  the  stagnation  is  not  expected  to  last 
long.  Dealers  seem  anxious  to  push  the  remnants 
of  last  year's  Silk,  but  do  not  meet  with  much  suc- 
cess. It  is  the  samewiih  Waste,  and  in  conse- 
quence little  on  no  business  is  to  be  reported — 
indeed,  of  this  market  it  can  with  truth  be  said 
that  matters  are  dull,  gloomy,  and  stagnant. 
Exchange  has  fluctuated  from  day  to  day,  but 
on  the  whole  closes  fairly  steady. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VERNACULAR 
PRESS  DURING  THE  WEEK. 


An  impression  prevails  that  the  situation 
is  critical  with  regard  to  the  Korean  question. 
It  is  generally  believed  that  the  Japanese  Go- 
vernment has  approached  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment with  definite  proposals  for  the  independence 
and  internal  progress  of  Korea.  Everything 
now  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  reply  made 
by  China,  Meanwhile,  the  Tokyo  papers  are 
urging  the  Government  neither  to  consent  to 
any  compromise  that  may  be  suggested  by  the 
Chinese  Government,  nor  to  accept  the  offer  of 
mediation  by  any  third  Power.  They  also 
recommend  the  Japanese  Government  to  send 
an  Ambassador  to  Peking  to  negotiate  for  the 
abrogation  of  the  Tientsin  Treaty  and  to  obtain 
China's  promise  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Korea.  We  reproduce  the  gist  of  re- 
presentative articles  on  the  subject. 

* 

*  * 

The  Kokkai,  commenting  on  the  resolutions 
recently  adopted  about  the  Korean  question  by 
the  advocates  of  a  strong  foreign  policy,  states 
that  the  views  expressed  in  those  resolutions 
reflect  the  sentiments  entertained  on  the  subject 
by  the  great  majority  of  the  Japanese  public. 
Some  may  charge  the  Japanese  with  attempting 
to  do  exactly  what  the  Chinese  have  been 
doing.    These  critics  may  say  that  it  is  in- 
consistent on  the  part  of   the  Japanese  to 
advocate,  on  the  one  hand,  the  independence 
of  Korea,  and,  on  the  other,  to  demand  that 
Japan  station  troops  in  Soul  until  satisfactory 
reforms  shall  have  been  accomplished  in  the 
administration  of  the  peninsula  Kingdom.  But 
there  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between 
the  altitudes  of  Japan  and  China  toward  Korea. 
China's  object  is  to  treat  the  peninsula  as  though 
it  were  her  own  tributary  State  :  she  even  har- 
bours the  ambition  of  converting  it  into  her  own 
province.    Japan,  on  the  other  hand,  entertains 
no  sinister  design  upon  Korea.    She  has  no 
interest  to  serve  by  annexing  the  peninsula 
her  true  interest  lies  in  guarding  the^  inde- 
pendence of  the  little  kingdom.    Japan's  only 
object  in  the  present  juncture  is  to  contrive 
the   introduction   of   such  thorough  reforms 
in  the   civil  and  military  administration  of 
Korea  as  shall   fairly   start   the   nation  on 
a   new  course  of  progress.     Thus  what  the 
Japanese  now  demand  is  that  troops  be  station 
ed  in  Korea   until   the  Korean  Government 
develop   capacity  to  take  care  of  itself.  If 
new  privileges  are  demanded  by  Japan,  it  is 
but  fair  that  they  should  be  granted  to  her  in 
return  for  her  services  to  Korea.    In  another 
article,  our  contemporary  urges  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  prompt  and  decisive  in  its  dealings 
with  China;  for  every  delay  tends  to  the  advant 
age  of  that  country. 

* 

The  Kokumin  Shimbun  advises  the  Japanese 
Government  to  reject  all  offers  of  mediation  on 
the  part  of  a  third  Power.     Our  contemporary 
believes  that  necessity  will  finally  compel  China 
to  declare  war  against  Japan,  but  before  resort- 
ing to  such  an  extreme  measure,  her  wary 
statesmen  will  try  their  usual  policy  of  procrasti 
nation.    That  policy  was  successful  against 
Russia  in  connection  with  theKuldja  affair,  and 
against  France  at  the  time  of  the  late  Franco- 
Chinese  War.  China  cannot  mobilise  her  troops 
as  quickly  as  Japan,  and  consequently  it  is 
her  interest  to  devote  as  much  time  as  possible 
to  pourparlers.    To  that  end  she  may  possibly 
invite  the  mediation  of  a  third  Power.    In  such 
an  event  the  Japanese  Government  should  po 
litely  but  positively  decline  all  offers  of  media- 
tion.   The  Kokumin  also  urges  the  Govern 
ment  to  send  an  Ambassador  to  China  to  nego 
tiate  the  abrogation  of  the  Tientsin  treaty.  That 
treaty,  in  our  contemporary's  opinion,  seriously 
hampers  the  actions  of  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment in  Korea,  and  consequently  its  abrogation 
must  be  secured  as  quickly  as  possible.  Our 
contemporary  advises  Count  Ito  to  go  to  Peking 
himself. 


strain.  It  slates  that  the  Korean  question  is,  as 
it  were,  a  pi i vale  affair  between  Japan  and 
China:  the  problem  is  to  be  solved  by  them  alone. 
Hence  any  altempt  on  the  part  of  a  third  Powerto 
come  between  them  must  be  resolutely  rejected. 
The  Hochi  also  advises  the  Government  to  ex- 
haust all  the  resources  of  diplomacy  before 
resorting  to  arms.  There  is,  however,  little  hope 
of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  trouble,  for  China 
can  scarcely  agree  to  Japan's  irreducible  mini- 
mum, namely,  the  immediate  withdrawal  of 
Chinese  troops  from  Korea,  and  the  giving  of  an 
assurance  that  the  independence  of  Korea  shall 
be  respected.  In  another  article,  our  contem- 
poraiy  advises  its  countrymen  and  its  confreres 
to  indulge  in  no  peevish  excitement  at  the 
news  of  China's  alleged  intention  of  placing  her 
merchant  vessels  under  the  protection  of  the 
German  flag,  or  at  any  other  news  of  China's 
warlike  preparations.  Japan  is  ready  at  any 
moment  to  pour  50,000  troops  into  the  neigh- 
bouring continent. 


Even  the  Mainichi  Shimbun,  hitherto  the 
most  pacific  and  moderate  of  the  metropolitan 
papers,  now  urges  the  Government  to  be  quick 
in  striking  a  blow.  Japan  ought  not  by  any 
means  to  be  forestalled  by  China.  The  Mai- 
nichi does  not  desire  war,  if  it  can  be  averted 
in  an  honourable  manner.  But  it  seems  to 
think  that  things  have  gone  already  too  far  to 
avoid  a  collision.  It  has  also  much  to  say  on 
the  necessity  of  despatching  an  ambassador  to 
China.  Negotiations  with  China  seem  to  be 
at  present  carried  on  in  Soul  with  the  Resident 
Yuan.  Such  a  procedure,  says  our  contem 
porary,  is  ill  calculated  to  obtain  an  early  settle 
ment  of  the  question. 

* 

*  * 

The  Jiyu  Shimbun  approves  the  steps  thus 
far  taken  by  the  Government.  Especially  com- 
mendable, it  says,  is  the  promptitude  with  which 
a  large  force  has  been  despatched  to  the  penin- 
sula. The  Radical  organ  is  an  enthusiastic 
advocate  of  war.  Better,  it  declares,  to  strike 
and  pay  an  indemnity  than  to  be  struck  and 
receive  reparation.  It  strongly  rebukes  some  of 
the  Progressionist  papers  for  their  tendency 
to  criticise  the  actions  of  the  Government 
at  this  juncture.  These  papers,  be  it  re- 
membered, did  indeed  manifest  some  time 
ago  an  inclination  to  suspect  that  the  Go- 
vernment's object  in  sending  troops  to  Korea 
was  simply  to  divert  national  attention  from 
internal  politics.  They  threatened  that,  should 
such  turn  out  to  be  the  case,  the  Cabinet 
would  have  to  answer  for  it  in  the  next  session 
of  the  Diet.  But  such  a  suspicious  mood  has 
gradually  given  place  to  more  or  less  confidence 
in  the  Cabinet's  earnestness  about  solving  the 
Korean  problem,  and,  as  already  noticed,  these 
papers  are  now  urging  the  Government  to  fore- 
stall China.  Thus  the  Jivu's  criticism  does 
not  apply  to  the  present  altitude  of  the  Progres- 
sionist organs. 


The  Hochi 


*  * 
Shimbun  writes 


in  a  similar 


The  Niroku  Shimpo  thinks  it  ridiculous  to 
speak  of  Korean  independence.  Korea  has  for 
some  time  been  in  reality  a  tributary  state  of 
China.  What  is  now  required  is  to  wrest 
the  peninsula  from  the  hard  grasp  of  the 
Chinese.  In  other  words,  Japan,  in  the  Nirokiis 
opinion,  ought  first  to  take  possession  of 
Korea  and  then  consider  the  question  of  res- 
toring it  to  the  status  of  an  independent  state. 
Such,  says  that  outspoken  paper,  is  the  only 
rational  course  to  be  pursued  by  Japan. 
* 

*  * 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  sorry  for  China  that  she 
has  grossly  miscalculated  Japanese  character  in 
supposing  that  her  clumsy  intrigues  in  the 
peninsula  Kingdom  would  be  regarded  with 
indifference  by  the  Japanese  nation.  Alarmed 
by  the  news  of  the  despatch  of  a  powerful  force 
by  Japan,  the  Middle  Kingdom  tried  in  vain  to 
persuade  the  Japanese  Minister  in  Korea  to 
desist  from  entering  Soul.  Her  repeated  ap- 
plications to  the  Japanese  Government  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Japanese  troops  have  also 
been  positively  rejected.   She  may  request  the 


good  offices  of  some  third  Power  to  mediate 
between  herself  and  Japan,  but  this  empire, 
says  our  contemporary,  will  never  withdraw 
its  troops  so  long  as  their  presence  in  the 
peninsula  is  deemed  necessary.  Such  being 
Japan's  attitude,  China's  usual  diplomacy  will 
not  serve  her  purpose  in  the  present  instance. 
Will  she  fight?  She  must  know  that  she  has 
been  forestalled  by  Japan  from  the  very  outset, 
and  that  there  is  little  hope  of  success  for  her 
in  arms.  It  is  interesting,  says  the  Jiji,  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  Chinese  Government 
under  these  circumstances. 

*  * 

The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbun' s  article  is  of 
special  interest  at  this  juncture.    "  The  policy," 
says  our  contemporary,  "  which  this  Empire 
must  pursue  toward  Korea  has  not  for  its  object 
either  the  annexation  of  that  country  or  a  mono- 
poly of  privileges  and  interests  there.    The  aim 
kept  in  view  is  to  preserve  the  territorial  integ- 
rity of  the  little  kingdom  and  to  lead  it  along 
the  path  of  civilization.    In  order  to  attain  that 
object,  our  country  is  willing  to  co-operate  with 
any  Power;  nor  will  it  hesitate  to  fight  with 
any  Power  that  may  attempt  to  thwart  its  pur- 
pose.   If  possible,  the  policy  for  the  sake  of 
the  peace  of  the  East,  will  be  for  Japan  and 
China  to  co-operate  for  the  settlement  of  the 
Korean  question.  But  if  China  is  indisposed  to 
engage  in  such  a  troublesome  undertaking, 
Japan  is  quite  prepared  to  assume  the  task 
alone  and  unassisted.    At  all  events,  Japan 
can  never  entrust  the   future  of  Korea  to 
the  hands  of  a  Power  that  once  regarded 
the  peninsula  as  its  dependency.    If  China 
be  desirous  of  amicably  settling  "the  Korean 
question,  she  must  either  co-operate  with  Japan 
or  leave  Japan  free  to  act  at  her  discretion. 
Otherwise  the  inevitable  result  will  be  a  war 
between  the  two  countries,  and  the  only  con- 
sequence of  such  a  war  would  be  either  to  secure 
to  Japan  the  sole  right  of  dealing  with  Korea, 
or  possibly  to  invite  the  intervention  of  Western 
Powers  interested  in  Korea  and  to  conclude  a 
treaty  with  these  Powers,  as  well  as  Japan 
and  China,  touching  the  status  of  the  Korean 
Kingdom.    Is  China  resolved  to  fight  with 
Japan  and  compete  for  supremacy  in  Korea  ? 
If  such  be  her  attitude,  Japan  will  only  be  glad 
of  an  opportunity  to  test  the  power  she  has  care- 
fully  nursed   during  the  past   thirty  years." 
Our  contemporary  then  proceeds  to  criticise 
the  absurd  claims  put  forth  by  a  large  section 
of  the  public.    Japan's  policy  toward  Korea, 
says  the  Nichi  Nichi,  must  be  pure  and  dis- 
interested.   Her  boasted  policy  being  to  lead 
Korea  into  the  path  of  civilization,  it  ill  becomes 
her  high  pretentions  to  show  any  greedy  desire 
to  obtain  exceptional  advantages  and  profits  in 
the  peniusula  Kingdom.     Lastly,  as   to  the 
clamour  for  the  despatch  of  an  Ambassador  to 
Peking  to  negotiate  the  abrogation  of  the  Tien- 
tsin Treaty,  the  Nichi  Nichi  observes  that  men 
who  talk  such  nonsense  have  no  knowledge  of 
practical  affairs.    What  good,  asks  it,  can  be 
secured  by  abolishing  that  convention  ?  China 
would  be  glad  of  being  thereby  released  from 
the  restraints  now  imposed  upon  her  by  the 
treaty.     If  good   reason   be  forthcoming  to 
abolish  it,  it  will  be  sufficient  merely  to  ad- 
dress a  note  to  the  Chinese  Government  say- 
ing that  Japan  will  no  longer  observe  the  stipula- 
tion.   But  the  Nichi  Nichi  thinks  it  Japan's 
interest  to  stick  to  the  treaty,  and  reject  China's 
proposal  for  its  abolition  should  such  a  pro- 
posal be  made  by  her. 


*  * 

Deepest  sympathy  is  expressed  by  the  Japan- 
ese press  for  the  terrible  loss  the  French 
nation  has  sustained  by  the  assassination  of 
President  Carnot.  All  the  papers  publish  long 
biographical  notices  about  the  distinguished 
dead. 

*  * 

Amidst  universal  excitement  about  the  Korean 
question,  the  subject  of  the  elections  is  not  for- 
gotten. The  Opposition  papers  advise  the  Go- 
vernment to  fix  the  date  as  quickly  as  possible. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


THE   PROPOSED  PRIVATE   PURCHASE   OP  TUB  GO 
VRRNMENT  RAILWAYS. 

The  scheme  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a 
great  railway  company,  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  million  yen — reference  to  which  was 
made  in  these  columns  a  week  or  so  ago — has 
already  begun  to  assume  definite  shape.  Two 
or  three  days  ago  a  prospectus  was  issued  over 
the  names  of  Messrs.  Shibusawa  Eiichi,  Naka- 
migawa  Hikojiro,  and  Suyenobu  Michinari, 
as  joint  founders  or  originators;  this  was 
then  sent  to  the  leading  business  men  in 
the  metropolis,  together  with  an  invitation  to 
meet  for  discussion  of  the  project,  at  the  Im- 
perial Hotel.  The  points  urged  in  the  pros- 
pectus are  substantially  the  same  as  the  ar- 
guments on  the  subject  that  have  already 
appeared  in  the  vernacular  press.  It  starts  out 
with  the  statement  that  as  the  construction  of 
railways  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  legislat- 
ing body  of  the  Diet,  it  is  not  only  impossible 
to  expect  on  the  part  of  the  Government  speedy 
construction  when  such  is  desirable,  but  also 
that  lines  now  open  to  traffic  will  soon  be 
unable  to  fulfil  the  additional  requirements  of 
the  rapid  development  of  the  times.  In  con- 
firmation of  the  latter  point,  the  originators 
quote  the  opinion  of  an  official  in  the  Railway 
Bureau,  who  is  reported  to  have  said  that  should 
the  Tokaido  Railway  be  left  as  it  now  is,  i.e. 
without  much  needed  improvements,  it  will  in 
a  few  months  more  not  only  be  unable  to 
promptly  convey  the  increasing  amount  of 
goods,  but  will  also  be  compelled  to  impose 
some  check  on  the  passenger  traffic,  there  being 
even  now  more  passengers  than  can  be  com- 
fortably accommodated. 

♦ 

*  * 

More  than  thirty-five  of  the  principal  business 
men  of  the  capital  responded  to  the  invitation 
of  the  originators  of  the  scheme,  and  met  at  the 
Imperial  Hotel  on  Saturday  last.  After  con- 
siderable deliberative  discussion,  they  decided 
to  submit  an  application  to  the  Government 
with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  the  railways 
now  in  Government  possession.  A  com- 
mittee of  ten  of  those  present  was  elected, 
and  everything  connected  with  this  application 
left  to  their  management. 

The   Tokyo   Asahi  Shimbun   publishes  a 
lengthy  note  professing  to  embody  the  opinions 
entertained  by  the  authorities  on  this  subject. 
The  originators  of  the  great  scheme  estimate 
the   cost  of  constructing  the  lines  that  the 
Government  has  already  decided  to  build,  at 
about  sixty-five  million  yen,  while  they  hope  to 
have  the  lines  at  present  running  transferred  to 
their  ownership  at  an  outlay  of  thirty-five  mil- 
lion yen.    Their  idea  is  to  purchase  the  exist* 
ing  lines  for  the  amount  of  money  originally 
invested  by  the  Government  in  their  construc- 
tion.   That  would  indeed  be  a  most  convenient 
arrangement  for  them  to  arrive  at.    But  the 
financing  methods  of  a  private  railway  company 
and  those  of  the   Railway  Bureau  are  vastly 
different;  the  latter  uses  the  receipts  in  paying 
for  the  construction  ofsupplementary  lines  ;  the 
former  would  fall  back  on  its  capital  for  such 
disbursements.     The    total   of   receipts  and 
therefore  of  profits  will  naturally  be  propor- 
tionately greater  in  a  private  concern  than 
in  a  railway  owned  by  the  Government.  Mak- 
ing estimates  on  this  basis,  the  average  total 
profit  derived   from   Government   lines  now 
running  amounts  to  2,821,085  yen  annually, 
which  is  equivalent  to  eight  per  cent,  on  the 
invested  capital  of  some  thirty  five  million  yen 
odd.    The  profit  accruing  from  these  railways 
is  increasing  year  by  year,  so  that  in  another  four 
or  five  years  it  will  be  comparatively  easy  to 
obtain  from  the  Government  roads  an  annual 
profit  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  original  capital. 
And  as  under  these  circumstances  the  invested 
thirty-five  millions  practically  represent  a  sum 
twice  as  large,  it  would  be  simply  absurd  to 
sell  such  a  profitable  concern  for  the  original 
cost  of  construction.    The  projectors  may  urge, 
as  an  offset  to  this,  that  the  profit  accruing  from 


the  lines  to  be  now  constructed  -costing  sixty- 
five  million  yen — will  be  comparatively  small, 
so  small  indeed  that  the  average  total  profit  on  all 
the  lines  will  not  exceed  five  per  cent,  annually. 
This  argument  is  again  met  by  the  simple  fact 
that  to  create  a  company  requiring  so  enormous 
a  capital  as  one  hundred  million  yen,  would  at 
once  cause  a  tightening  of  the  money  market, 
however  cautiously  the  projectors  might  go  to 
work;  and  for  that  reason  it  would  be  difficult, 
perhaps  altogether  impracticable,  to  set  about 
building  the  new  but  unprofitable  lines.  The 
Company  might  thus  encounter  insuperable  ob- 
stacles at  the  very  outset  of  its  undertaking, 
and  so  the  scheme,  however  commendable  in 
the  abstract,  is  visionary.  In  short,  think  the 
railways  authorities — teste  the  T-h»"  Atahi — 
only  a  limited  number  of  rich  speculators  would 
derive  a  profit  from  this  huge  transaction, 
granting  that  such  a  transfer  could  ever  pos- 
sibly come  about.  The  fact  is  that  these 
men,  alleging  the  plausible  pretext  of  defects 
being  connected  with  the  Government  railways, 
intend  to  make  capital  out  of  that  circumstance. 
If  such  defects  really  exist,  it  would  be  far 
better  to  endeavour  to  correct  them,  than  to 
start  so  ill-calculated  a  project. 


THE  DYSENTERY  EPIDEMIC. 

On  the  20th  instant  Dr.  Nakahama,  of  the  Sani- 
tary Bureau  in  the  Home  Department,  set  out 
for  the  Kei-Han  and  Kyushu  Districts,  in  order 
to  report  on  the  epidemic  of  dysentery  prevalent 
in  those  parts.  Wholly  absorbed  in  pest  pro- 
phylaxis, people  seem  to  have  quite  ignored 
the  existence  of  this  epidemic,  which  neverthe- 
less has  been  particularly  virulent  this  year. 
According  to  the  statistical  returns,  we  learn 
that  in  the  first  five  months,  January  to  May, 
of  last  year,  280  persons  fell  sick  of  this  disease, 
of  whom  no  died — a  truly  alarming  percentage 
of  mortality.  But  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  present  year  no  less  than  1,264 
cases  were  recorded,  fortunately,  however,  with 
only  255  deaths.  Still  more  calculated  to  cause 
uneasiness  is  the  fact  that  every  sign  appears  to 
predict  a  greater  increase,  and  it  is  seriously 
apprehended  that  the  still  hotter  season  we  have 
yet  to  expect  will  cause  a  higher  death-rate. 
The  districts  in  which  this  malady  is  this  year 
prevalent  are  Osaka,  Okayama,  Oita,  Kuma- 
moto,  and  Miyazaki.  Dr.  Nakahama  will  make 
a  tour  of  inspection  through  all  these  places  and 
be  absent  for  about  a  month. 


ANT  I- FOREIGN  AT  ANY  PRICE. 

The  Sho  Nippon,  a  scion  of  the  rabidly  anti- 
foreign  Nippon,  does  very  small  credit  to  itself 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  refers  to  the  damage 
done  by  the  earthquake  to  the  Greek  Church  at 
Surugadai.  Accompanying  a  very  rough  cut 
showing  the  way  in  which  the  steeple  is  bent  out 
of  the  perpendicular  (in  which,  by-the-way,  the 
damage  sustained  by  the  surmounting  crucifix 
is  decidedly  exaggerated)  with  a  detailed  des- 
cription of  the  supposed  amount  of  injury  in- 
flicted, this  journalistic  wasp  concludes  by 
saying  that  it  has  "  derived  the  greatest  delight 
(tnottomo  yukwai)  from  the  sight."  But  why? 
The  noble  work  of  the  Greek  Church  in  Japan 
has  only  benefited  both  county  and  people. 
We  next  expect  to  hear  of  the  Sho  Nippon  go- 
ing into  ecstasies  over  the  injuries  sustained  by 
houses  and  churches  in  Tsukiji  and  Yokohama. 
Surely  here  is  a  newspaper  that  deserves  sus- 
pension of  some  sort ;  the  old-fashioned  slip- 
knot and  noose  for  choice. 


CHINESE  MERCHANT    VESSELS   TRANSFERRED  TO 
THK  GERMAN  FLAG. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  has  a  good  deal  more  to  say 
on  the  subject  of  the  rumoured  transference  of 
the  ships  of  the  China  Merchants  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company  to  the  German  Flag.  We  have 
already  referred  to  certain  pregnant  comments 
made  by  our  contemporary  in  that  connection. 
The  Jiji  now  goes  on  to  say,  and  with  an  un- 
usual depth  of  bitter  sarcasm,  that  the  rumour  is 
calculated  to  strike  one  at  first  with  great  sur- 
prise. For,  it  must  be  remembered,  the  present 
situation  is  one  in  which  a  greater  number  of 
ships  than  ordinary  is  required  for  the  conveyance 


of  troops  and  ammunition.  Yet  upon  second 
thoughts  the  proceeding  loses  all  sense  of  novelly 
and  even  becomes  a  most  natural  occurrence  as 
applied  to  China.  The  fact  that  t lie  same  step 
was  taken  dining  the  Franco-Chinese  war  of  a 
few  years  ago  is  peifectly  in  keeping  with  the 
characteristics  of  the  Chinese  nation.  A  high 
authority  on  China  declares  that  the  people  are 
comparatively  indifferent  to  losses  which  the 
nation  as  a  body  sustains,  although  they  are 
keenly  alive  to  anything  which  affects  their  in- 
dividual interests.  China  has  ceded  Macao 
to  Portugal,  has  had  Hongkong  snatched 
from  her  grasp,  and  views  the  encroach- 
ment of  France  on  her  southern  frontier 
with  ungainly  helplessness.  About  all  these 
things  the  people  are  wholly  unconcerned,  al- 
though they  pay  more  jealous  attention  to  their 
own  personal  interests  than  the  people  of  any 
other  land.  Now  the  steamers  owned  by  the 
CM. S.N.  Co.  may  in  fact  be  regarded  as  the 
private  property  of  Viceroy  Li,  who  is,  after  all, 
a  Chinaman  and  endowed  with  those  racial 
characteristics  which  distinguish  the  Chinese 
from  all  other  peoples.  The  loss  which  the 
Government  sustains,  in  connection  with  Korean 
affairs,  because  of  these  steamers  being  trans- 
ferred to  German  ownership,  is  a  very  serious 
one  ;  but  that  reflection  may  not  have  much 
weight  with  Viceroy  Li  in  his  private  capacity. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  capture  of  even  one  of 
the  Company's  ships  would  directly  affect  his 
individual  interests  and  hence  must  in  his  eyes 
be  of  greater  magnitude  than  even  the  loss  of  a 
material  portion  of  the  Empire's  territory. 
* 

*  * 

The  Nippon,  writing  on  the  same  subject, 
speaks  of  the  rumour  with  great  indignation  and 
profound  contempt  for  China.  It  further  re- 
marks that  the  action  may  be  taken  as  prepara- 
tory to  the  beginning  of  hostilities  with  Japan. 
* 

*  * 

It  is  to  be  noted,  of  course,  that  these  jour- 
nals are  palpably  misled.  They  imagine  that 
the  operation  of  transferring  the  steamers  of 
the  China  Merchant  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany's steamers  to  the  German  flag — assuming 
that  any  such  step  is  on  the  tapis — would  in- 
volve the  temporary  loss  of  the  vessels'  services 
to  China.  Of  course  it  would  not  mean  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  Under  whatever  flag  the  ships 
might  be  sailed,  they  would  in  reality  remain 
Chinese  property,  and  would  remain  available 
for  any  purposes  that  China  might  contemplate, 
whether  the  transportation  of  troops  or  the 
carriage  of  common  merchandise.  We  must 
confess,  too,  that  the  Jiji  Shimpo's  sneer  at 
the  Viceroy  Li  seems  unworthy  of  that  journal. 
Li  Chung-tang  has  fully  established  his  title  to 
be  called  a  patriot,  and  the  Jiji  Shimpo's  know- 
ledge of  his  career  should  have  saved  it  from 
committing  the  injustice  of  charging  him  with  a 
sacrifice  of  national  interests  to  private  con- 
siderations. As  for  the  inference  suggested  by 
the  alleged  transfer,  however,  we  must  endorse 
the  remarks  of  our  vernacular  contemporaries. 
It  would  be  a  contemptible  and  craven  act  on 
China's  part  to  preface  a  combat  with  this 
empire  by  seeking  the  fictitious  protection  of  a 
European  State's  flag  for  her  merchant  steamers. 
If  that  be  an  indication  of  her  spirit,  we  regard 
as  very  slight  her  chances  of  emerging  success- 
ful from  a  fight  with  Japan. 

STILL  UNSETTLED. 

The  difficulty  existing  in  Yokohama  relating  to 
the  settlement  of  ceitain  property  of  common 
ownership,  appears  far  from  being  definitely 
ended  as  we  thought  it  was.  Agitation  con- 
cerning this  matter  has  recommenced  and  the 
dispute  is  likely  to  wax  hotter  than  it  ever  has 
been.  It  must  be  remembered  that,  grown  tired 
of  endless  disputing,  the  citizens  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Bank  of  Japan  to  act  as  arbitrator  ; 
and  Mr.  Kawada  suggested,  upon  mature  de- 
liberation, an  alternative  method,  by  which  the 
property  in  question  should  either  be  transferred 
to  the  sole  ownership  of  the  city,  or  else 
be  sold  and  the  money  derived  from  the  sale 
be  used  in  erecting  a  monument  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  opening  of  the  port  or  in  enlarging 
the  park  at  Noge,  where  improvements  are 
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urgently  needed.  We  thought,  in  referring  to 
Mr.  Kawada's  suggestion  some  months  ago, 
that  that  would  end  the  matter  and  put  a  stop 
to  all  dispute;  but  our  prophecy  has,  unfor- 
tunately, not  come  true,  for  the  committee 
chosen  to  carry  this  programme  into  effect  failed 
to  agree  as  to  which  method  should  be  selected. 
Ever  since  then  the  matter  has  gone  on  smoulder- 
ing. The  citizens  of  Yokohama  have  grown 
impatient  of  the  long  delay  and  have  there- 
fore once  more  begun  agitating  to  have  the 
property  at  once  transferred  to  their  com- 
mon ownership.  On  the  15th  and  16th 
instants  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  at 
the  Minato-za,  no  less  than  one  thousand  five 
hundred  residents  being  present.  They  decid- 
ed unanimously  that  the  Committee  should  be 
made  to  transfer  the  property  at  once  to  the  city. 
A  negotiation  committee  was  elected,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  went  promptly  to  the  older  Com- 
mittee and  demanded  that  which  they  had  been 
sent  to  demand.  No  satisfactory  result  attend- 
ing this  step,  the  citizens  now  intend,  says  the 
Jiyu,  our  authority  for  the  above  statements,  to 
make,  as  a  last  measure,  some  popular  demon- 
stration within  the  next  few  days,  which  every 
one  registered  in  Yokohama  will  be  invited  to 
attend. 


DAMAGES  DONE  BY  THE  EARTHQUAKE  TO  THE 
HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

The  Parliament  buildings  were  rather  hastily 
put  up  after  they  had  been  burntxdown  in  the 
fire  of  three  years  ago,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  they  sustained  extensive  damages  in  the 
earthquake  on  the  20th  instant.  In  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  room  used  for  the  deli- 
beration of  the  Committee  of  Settled  Accounts, 
was  entirely  wrecked  by  a  chimney  falling 
through  the  roof;  the  room  directly  beneath 
this  fared  quite  as  badly,  owing  to  the  debris 
breaking  through  the  flooring  of  the  upper 
apartment.  The  room  on  the  upper  floor  ap- 
priated  for  the  use  of  diplomatic  officials,  as  well 
as  the  back  part  of  the  strangers'  gallery,  suffer- 
ed much  injury  in  the  ceilings  in  consequence 
of  the  falling  of  the  brick  wall  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  fire.  The 
corrider  adjoining  this  part  of  the  building  was 
similarly  damaged,  so  much  so  that  a  space  of 
about  two  tsubo  threatens  to  collapse.  The  large 
panes  of  the  glazed  ceiling  above  the  Debating 
Hall  were  shattered,  the  broken  fragments  being 
strewn  upon  the  tables  and  desks  beneath. 
No  less  than  seventy  fractures  of  varying 
size  were  produced  in  the  walls.  Nor  did  the 
House  of  Lords  go  scatheless.  The  sixth 
lobby  as  well  as  the  stenographers'  room  were 
unroofed  by  the  falling  of  a  chimney  ;  here 
again  the  dtbris  burst  through  the  flooring  and 
did  great  damage  to  the  lower  room,  the  Special 
Committee's  apartment,  which  lies  just  below 
the  room  of  the  shorthand  writers.  The 
cracks  and  seams  in  the  walls  are  fully  as  serious 
as  those  in  the  Lower  House.  The  seat  reserv- 
ed for  H.M.  lite  Emperor  fortunately  received 
no  damage  whatever.  Not  one  chimney,  and 
there  are  more  than  a  dozen  such  on  the  roof  of 
the  building,  escaped  injury,  several  were  over- 
thrown and  the  rest  twisted  awry  so  that  they  will 
all  have  to  be  rebuilt,  and  at  no  small  expense. 


EPIDEMIC  DISORDERS  IN  THE  TOKYO  GARRISON. 

The  troops  in  Tokyo  appear  to  have  recently 
suffered  from  more  than  one  epidemic  dis- 
order; not  only  has  a  low  type  of  fevfer  been 
very  prevalent  but  a  most  infectious  kind  of 
eye-disease  has  also  claimed  many  victims. 
The  eye-trouble  has  prevailed  principally  among 
the  soldiers  composing  the  Fourth  Regiment  of 
the  Imperial  Guard  and  the  First  Regiment 
of  the  Tokyo  Garrison  ;  the  fever  has  been  pretty 
much  confined  to  the  students  of  the  Military 
Academy  and  the  preparatory  school  belonging 
to  it.  The  first  case  of  the  eye-trouble,  says 
the  Nichi  Nicki  Shimbun,  appeared  about 
the  fifth  of  the  present  month,  and  so  rapid 
was  its  spread  that  in  four  days  thereafter  the 
patients  in  the  Military  Hospital  numbered  108  ; 
on  the  14th  instant  there  was  a  new  lot  of  282 
ophthalmological  cases  ;  and  by  the  17th,  the 
total  sent  from  the  two  barracks  had  reached 


the  very  large  figure  of  1524.  The  crises  is  now 
over  and  the  disease  rapidly  disappearing,  yet 
owing  to  the  severity  of  its  nature  quite  a  long 
time  is  required  before  recovery  is  complete. 
Up  to  the  17th  instant,  those  who  had  been 
seized  with  the  epidemic  fever — believed  to  be 
a  form  of  typhus— numbered  201.  But  here 
also  the  climax  has  been  reached,  so  that  while 
at  its  height  the  number  of  new  admittances  in 
the  above  Hospital  was  quite  one  hundred  in  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours,  on  the  17th  instant, 
only  seven  fresh  patients  were  registered.  It 
is  confidently  expected  that  all  will  be  restored 
to  health  in  a  few  days  more.  The  regiments 
in  which  the  eye-complaint  made  its  appearance, 
as  well  as  the  students  of  the  miliary  schools  in 
which  the  fever  was  first  noted,  have  either  been 
marched  out  into  the  country  or  else  sent  into 
camp.  This  was  done  in  order  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  infection  or  contagion,  and  to 
be  able  to  thoroughly  cleanse  and  disinfect  the 
barracks  and  dormitories  during  the  absence  of 
their  inmates.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  fever 
has  infected  the  students  of  some  other  schools 
as  well,  for  we  hear  of  a  number  of  cases  in  the 
Keio-gijuku  and  Seijo  Gakko. 


THE  NEW  LIFE  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 

There  were  recently  published  some  notes 
supposed  to  have  been  taken  from  "  an  ancient 
manuscript  found  in  a  monastery  in  Thibet," 
but  the  latest  reports  at  hand  do  not  bear  out 
that  theory.  The  statement  that  such  a  manu- 
script was  found  lacks  verification.  And  even 
if  found,  it  may  prove  either  unauthentic,  or  the 
product  of  some  fruitful  but  sensational  imagi- 
nation. The  story  is  said  to  have  been  found  in 
a  Thibetan  Monastery  by  a  Russian  traveller 
named  Nicholas  Notovich,  and  purports  to 
be  a  "Life  of  Christ"  known  and  revered 
among  Buddhists  of  that  country  under  the 
name  Issa.  It  is  written  in  the  Pali  language. 
According  to  this  story  Issa  was  born  in  the 
land  of  Israel.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he 
fled  from  his  father's  house  and  went 
with  merchants  to  Sindh.  He  learned  to  read 
and  understand  the  Vedas.  Then  priests  threat- 
ened his  life  and  he  fled  to  another  place. 
He  went  westward  preaching  against  idols,  in 
Persia  opposed  the  religion  of  Zoroaster,  and 
returned  to  India  at  the  age  of  29.  He  at 
once  began  to  preach  there,  was  arrested,  tried 
and  found  innocent,  but  was  imprisoned,  tor- 
tured and  crucified  in  company  with  two 
thieves.  Such  is  a  synopsis  of  the  story  as 
read  to  the  Russian  traveller.  The  best  Oriental 
scholars  in  Europe  are  thus  far  united  in  dis- 
crediting it,  and  believe  the  whole  story  about 
the  origin  and  finding  of  the  manuscript  to  be 
a  fabrication. 


PHILEMON   AND  BAUCIS. 

In  the  little  town  of  Hatsuka-ichi,  in  Hiroshima 
Prefecture,  live  a  very  aged  couple.  The  old 
man's  name  is  Hadano  Shobei,  and  he  is  hale 
and  strong  despite  his  ninety-four  years.  Ito, 
his  wife,  is  only  four  years  younger.  Shobei's 
immediate  ancestors  have  not  been  long- 
lived,  for  his  father  died  at  the  age  of  52, 
his  mother  at  that  ofm40,  while  his  three  bro- 
thers and  two  sisters  also  departed  this  world  at 
a  comparatively  early  age.  Shobei  married 
his  first  wife  when  just  twenty-one,  but  she  died 
in  a  few  years  leaving  him  with  two  sons,  and 
then  Shobei  contracted  a  second  marriage  at 
the  age  of  thirty-one,  this  second  wife,  the  one 
who  is  still  alive,  being  just  four  years  his 
junior.  Thus  they  have  lived  together  peace- 
fully for  sixty-three  years.  Four  sons  and  two 
daughters  have  been  born  them,  but  only  two 
of  the  former  survive.  Shobei  is  said  to  be  a 
man  of  very  simple  manners  and  deligent  in  his 
business,  though  the  Shin-Choya,  from  which 
paper  we  take  these  particulars,  neglects  to  tell 
us  what  its  nature  is.  While  still  a  young  man 
he  was  accustomed  to  drink  a  little  saki,  but 
has  now  been  a  teetotaller  for  more  than  half  a 
century.  The  old  man  has  always  enjoyed 
robust  health  and  never  once  taken  physic.  Ito, 
the  aged  wife,  is  said  to  be  a  woman  of  modest 
demeanour,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  slight 
indisposition  in  her  early  youth,  has  never  known 


a  day's  sickness.  They  are  very  fond  of  and 
affectionate  towards  each  other,  and  though 
belonging  to  the  lower  classes  and  without  hav- 
ing enjoyed  "what  might  be  termed  a  compe- 
tence, have  never  exchanged  an  angry  word, 
— a  most  rare  occurrence  in  very  truth.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  Imperial  Silver  Wedding, 
the  old  man  and  woman  received  a  small  gift 
of  money  and  were  entertained  at  a  congra- 
tulatory dinner  by  the  headman  of  their  district. 


SOSHI  STUDENTS. 

A  rumour  is  current  in  the  schools  of  the  capital 
thatstringentexaminations  are  shortly  to  bemade 
into  the  character  and  propensities  of  every 
student  in  attendance  at  either  Government  or 
private  institutions,  the  object  being  to  find  out 
who  has  soshi  tendencies  and,  if  possible,  nip 
those  tendencies  in  the  bud.  If  this  rumour  is 
well-founded,  it  will  prove  a  wise  measure  in 
every  way.  There  are  unquestionably  a  large 
number  of  young  men  drafted  into  the  soshi 
ranks  owing  to  real  and  ardent  patriotism  and 
an  eager  desire,  albeit  a  trifle  quixotic,  to  re- 
dress wrongs  as  did  the  knights  of  old.  To  such 
people  soshiAsm  holds  out  a  prospect  of  un- 
limited freedom  of  action,  combined  with  a 
certain  devil-may-care  policy  as  attractive  as  it 
is  fatal.  The  fact  that  one  or  two  bands 
of  soshi  have  set  out  for  Korea,  "to  protect  the 
interests  of  resident  Japanese,"  may  have  an 
awe-inspiringsound  to  the  average  student-youth 
and  fired  him  with  an  ambition  to  join  those 
noble,  self-sacrificing  ranks ;  but  to  disinterested 
spectators  the  departure  of  some  twenty  or 
thirty  callow  youths  for  the  seat  of  war  is  pain- 
fully absurd.  As  if,  forsooth,  their  presence 
were  needed  despite  the  corps  of  five  or  six 
thousand  well-armed  and  well-drilled  soldiers! 
They  are  far  more  likely  to  make  trouble,  to 
even  bring  about  international  misunder-stand- 
ing,  than  they  are  to  protect  those  who  stand 
in  no  need  of  such  hare-brained  defenders. 


OUAINT  SIGNBOARDS. 

That  English  has  not  yet  become  the  next-to- 
national  tongue  of  the  Japanese  is  demon- 
strated time  and  again  with  painful  distinctness 
in  the  remarkable  choice  of  words  found  on 
Japanese  signboards.  The  mistakes  are  so 
common  that,  absurd  as  they  generally  are,  one 
grows  accustomed  to  them,  one's  sense  of  the 
ridiculous  being  aroused  only  by  those  of  the 
most  outrageous  kind.  A  correspondent,  how- 
ever, sends  us  a  few  specimens  from  Tokyo 
that  are  novel  and  quaint.  Not  far  from 
Megane-bashi  is  the  branch-agency  of  a  certain 
domestic  transportation  company.  It  announces 
its  business  in  the  following  dubious  and  ob- 
scure fashion  : — 

AN  INTERNAL  RAILWAY. 
DOMESTICS  FOR  TRANSPORT. 

This  is  a  brave  but  futile  effort  to  express  sense. 
One  understands  what  it  is  that  they  are  driving 
at.  There  is  no  infraction  of  grammatical  rules  ; 
it  looks  as  if  it  ought  to  be  right ;  yet  it  is  a  most 
dismal  failure,  for  the  company  has  evidently  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  conveying  domestics  by 
freight.  On  Kudan-zaka,  a  too  literal  render- 
ing of  the  Japanese  original  has  proved  the 
undoing  of  a  furrier.  He  announces  himself 
as  "  Kawachi-ya.  To  trade  Hair-skin  Sort 
Shop."  "  Hair-skin  "  (fur)  is,  of  course,  a 
literal  translation  of  the  Japanese  Ke-gawa, 
while  "sort  "  {rut)  is  used  in  the  sense  of  "all 
kinds  of."  Out  towards  Yotsuya,  a  foreign- 
style  tailor  has  been  cruelly  victimized  by  his 
sign-painter.  He  evidently  gave  an  order  to 
write  the  words  "Gold  Tailor  Shop  "  above  his 
portal,  as  this  for  some  strange  and  hitherto 
unexplained  reason,  is  a  favourite  announcement 
of  the  sartorial  fraternity.  But  the  sign-painter 
was  in  a  hurry  or  must  have  run  out  of  paint, 
for  he  has  neglected  to  give  the  proper  twist  to 
the  lower  jaw  of  the  G  and  struck  off  the  last 
syllable  of  the  word  "  tailor,"  with  the  following 
prodigious  result : — 

COLD  TAIL  SHOP. 

Directly  opposite  the  store  of  this  victim  of 
misplaced  confidence,  is  a  large  butcher-shop. 
The  owner  has  a  signboard  of  unusual  dimen- 
sions and  on  it  are  writ  these  words,  in  emphatic 
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capitals: — "  Cowmeat  end  Pigment."  Theve  is 
■a  frank  simplicity  about  this,  combined  with 
a  happy-go-lucky  disregard  for  dictionaries  and 
the  "true  inwardness"  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
idiom,  that  is  calculated  to  inspire  in  the  reader 
a  sentiment  akin  to  awe. 


TKLLO  1)  APERY   AND  "  THK  SUNNY  HOUR. 

Thk  attention  of  the  Japanese  has  been  recent- 
ly called  to  the  wonderful  work  of  young  Tello 
d'Apery,  the  16  year  old  philanthropist  and 
editor  of  The  Sunny  Hour.  His  fame  is 
world  wide,  for  the  Barefoot  Fund  that  he  has 
instituted  and  the  marvellous  success  with  which 
his  efforts  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  the  destitute 
are  attended,  have  been  heard  of  by  every 
European,  and  Greece  may  well  be  proud  to  claim 
him  as  one  of  her  sons,  American  though  he 
be  by  adoption.  The  charitable  schemes  of 
Westerners  do  not,  as  a  rule,  serve  to  incite  the 
Japanese  to  emulation  ;  on  the  contrary,  philan- 
thropic effort  in  this  country  is  of  very  recent 
growth.  All  the  more  gratifying  is  it  to  read 
the  glowing  encomiums  of  the  Nippon  no 
Shonen  upon  Tello  d'Apery  and  his  noble 
work.  The  Yonen  Za^shi  goes  still  further  and 
gives  a  fanciful  illustration  representing  the 
youthful  philanthropist,  surrounded  by  a  blaze 
of  light,  giving  a  pair  of  shoes  to  a  barefoot  and 
forlorn-looking  lad.  "Ah,"  sighs  the  writer  of 
the  article  in  this  magazine,  "would  that  our 
young  men  might  combine  for  some  similar 
noble  and  unselfish  purpose  !  Would  that  we 
might  see  a  second  Tello  d'Apery  arise  in  our 
midst !  "  Perhaps  the  young  editor  would  do 
well  to  send  a  brief  outline  of  his  work  to  one 
of  these  two  magazines.  Whatever  he  writes 
with  lofty  aim  would  be  welcomed  by  these,  the 
leading  purveyors  of  literature  to  Young  Japan. 


expected  profit,  as  this  was  out  of  all  proportion 
to  that  realized  from  any  regular  enterprise 
undertaken  in  Japan  ;  yet  this  gieat  profit  should 
accrue  from  the  cheapness  of  land  in  Mexico, 
extraordinary  fertility  of  the  soil,  and,  above  all, 
from  the  unusually  high  rate  of  wages  paid  to 
labourers.  Two  drafts  had  been  presented  by  the 
Committee,  the  one  having  reference  to  the  enter- 
prise if  carried  out  on  a  large  scale  ;  the  other  re- 
lating to  a  scheme  of  more  modest  dimensions. 
With  regard  to  the  former,  a  capital  sum  of  more 
than  one  million  yen  would  be  required,  and  for 
this  reason  the  speaker  feared  it  would  take  a 
long  time  before  it  might  be  realized.  The 
other  and  less  costly  one  was,  in  his  opinion, 
the  one  to  be  chosen.  In  the  idea  of  the  Com- 
mittee, the  second  plan  might  be  carried  out 
even  with  so  comparatively  paltry  an  amount  as 
35,000  yen,  and  this  plan  might  easily  be  en- 
larged in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  money 
raised. 

CUSTOMS  RETURNS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Customs 
Returns  for  May  showing  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  empire  for  the  month  : — 

1893.  1894. 

SILVER  YEN.  SILVER  YEN 

Exports    6,68it686.730    9,204,056.140 

Imports   7»5S7'96o.590   10,323,789.830 


Total  exports  and  imports    19,527,845.970 

Excess  of  imports   1,119,733.690 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES, 

Exports    176,208.805 

Imports    301,397.008 

Miscellaneous   131303.097 


bouihood  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  has  to  be  ac- 
piired.  The  Hawaiian  Government,  however, 
naturally  wished  to  be  first  in  the  field  as  a  prac- 
tical claimant  of  Neckar  Island.  Hence  the  race 
between  the  Iwalini  and  the  Champion.  We  do 
not  yet  know  which  won,  but  it  could  scaicely 
matter  much  to  England  if  she  really  wanted 
the  island.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Victor  Smith,  a 
barrister  of  Baltimore,  claims  to  have  discovered 
that  Neckar  Island  belongs  to  the  United  States. 
His  assertion  is  that  the  island,  discovered  in 
1857  by  a  man  named  Parker,  was  found 
to  have  guano  deposits.  Parker  sold  his 
interest  to  the  United  States  Guano  Com- 
pany which  filed  claims  with  the  Depart- 
ment at  Washington.  Meanwhile  the  Hawaii- 
an Government  asserted  the  ownership  of  the 
island  and  sent  force  to  occupy  it.  The  United 
States,  however,  decided  the  Hawaiian  claim 
invalid  and  refused  to  recognize  it.  Under  the 
act  of  1856  the  President  declared  the  island 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales  and 
recognized  the  claim  of  the  phosphate  com- 
pany. Under  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  makes  the 
island  part  of  the  public  domain.  We  may 
take  it  for  granted,  however,  that  if  this  bar- 
rister's assertions  be  correct,  the  mission  assign- 
ed to  H.M.S.  Champion  is  an  error. 


GENI'.RAL  MEETING  01'  THE  EMIGRATION  SOCIETY. 

Brikf  reference  has  already  been  made  in  these 
columns  to  the  Second  General  Yearly  Meeting 
of  the  Emigration  Society,  on  the  17th  instant, 
the  meeting  being  held  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Geographical  Society  at  Nishi  Konya-cho,  Kyo- 
bashi,  Tokyo.    Copies  of  certain  drafts,  com- 
piled by  the  Committee,  relating  to  the  profit 
and  loss  of  the  emigration  scheme  in  Mexico, 
were  distributed  among  the  seventy  members 
present.    These  documents  showed,  with  great 
minuteness  and  elaborateness  of  detail,  that  with 
a  capital  of  three  million  yen  it  would  be  possible 
to  realize  a  profit  amounting  to  fully  forty  or 
fifty  per  cent,  annually ;  and  that  even  with  a 
capital  of  30,000  yen  the  probable  profit  would 
not  fall  far  short  of  thirty  to  forty  per  cent. 
With  regard  to  this  project,  a  special  locality  in 
Mexico  is  recommended.    After  this,  a  propo- 
sal relating  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Society 
was  discussed,  and  it  was  decided,  among  other 
matters,  to  reduce  the  monthly  membership-fee. 
Viscount  Enomoto,  President  of  the  Society, 
then  addressed  the  assembled  members.  The 
public   might  doubt,  he   remarked,  whether 
the    society    now    numbering     more  than 
six  hundred   members,  were  really  contem- 
plating the  actual  putting  into  practice  of  its 
schemes.    It  was  not  strange  that  outsiders, 
ignorant  as  they  must  be  of  the  internal  condi- 
tion  of  the  society,  should  harbour  such  a  doubt 
It  was,  nevertheless,  a  wholly  unfounded  one. 
The  society  had  simply  been  awaiting  the  re 
turn  of  Mr.  Nemoto,  who  had  been  specially 
despatched  by  the  Foreign  Office  last  year  in 
order  to  investigate  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Mexico,  -with  particular  reference  to  the  emi- 
gration thither  of  Japanese  labourers.    Mr.  Ne- 
moto had  returned  in  February  of  the  present 
year*  and  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
elaboration  of  such  measures  as  might  be  neces- 
say  for  putting  their  projects  into  practice,  had 
held  repealed  conferences  to  which  Mr.  Nemoto 
had  been  invited.    The  Committee  had  there- 
upon completed  their  investigations  and  drawn 
up  the  programme  which  they  intended  recom- 
mending to  the  society.    This  programme  was 
that  of  establishing  an  Emigration  Company, 
and  raising  the  necessary  capital  from  among 
those  interested  in  the  scheme.    Upon  perusing 
the  draft  presented  by  the  Committee,  many 
would  doubtless  be  surprised  at  the  rate  of  the 


Total   490,908.910 

TOTAL  VALUE  OF  EXPORTS  TO  AND   IMPORTS   FROM   VARIOUS  FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES 

Exports. 
Silver  Yen. 

China   817,833.870 

Hongkong   '>S39>989-8 10 

British  India   371,586.950 

Annam  &  other  French 

India    973  000 

Korea   86,720  470 

Philippe  Islands   22,992,100 

Russian  Asia    111,103.040 

Siam    — 

Great  Britain    377,93'-5s° 

France    067,446.(370 

Germany    98,078  350 

Belgium   1,098.670 

Italy    86,389680 

Switzerland    19.071.230 

Austria    34.848.560 

Spain    5,289.910 

Holland   150.000 

Russia   2,623.500 

Denmark    400.000 

Turkey    1,132,000 

Portugal    — 

Sweden  &  Norway  ...  — 
United  States  of  Ame- 
rica   4,375,803.680 

Canada  &  other  British 

America   302,988.000         9,068.310  311,057310 

Australia    59,011.780       71,380.140      130,  91. 920 

Hawaii   37,361.520         1,200000  28,561.520 

Other  Countries   118,446.080       22,109.620  I40.555-7oo 


Imports. 
Silver  Yen. 
1,856,098  200 

879.499  980 
1 ,321,408.990 

703,369.800 
335,814.990 
!7<M3'-7oo 
32,902.510 
24,026.620 
2,587,068.300 
434.694-53° 
610,946.870 
192,370.880 
2,037.240 
68,666.370 
2,462.220 
4,023.170 
6,121.020 
415.780 
2,071.640 
648.000 
1,174  360 
25-S°0 


Total. 
Silver  Yen. 
2,673,952  070 
2,419,489.790 
1,692,995.940 

704,342  800 
422,535.460 
202.423.800 
144,005.550 
24,016.620 
2,964,929.880 
1,102, 141 .200 
709,025.220 
193,460.55° 
88,426.920 
87,737.600 
37,310.780 
9,313,080 
6,271.020 
3,032.280 
2,471 .640 
1,780.000 
1,174.360 
25-5°° 


975.752.c90  5,251,565.770 


Total    9,029,290.450  10,323,789.830  19,353,080.280 

TOTAL  VALUE  OF  EXPORTS  AND    IMPORTS    FROM    AND  TO  EACH  PORT. 

9,271,079.740 
8,110,475.670 

753>79°-72° 
761,700.930 
54,001.290 
3,832.120 
162,332.740 
189,498.700 
2,422.000 
26.533-S00 
132,774.000 
10,945.000 
2,318.460 
1,550.220 
2,391.380 
32,499  500 


Yokohama                    5)579)629  75°  3.69I'4<9-99° 

Kobe                            2,634,917.130  5,476,558.540 

Osaka                             72.s-23.360  690,967.360 

Nagasaki                         35o,723-4°°  4IO>977-53° 

Hakodate                          50,248,620  3,752.670 

Niigata                              3,832.120  — 

Shimonoseki                    117,836.160  44,496.580 

Moji  89,498.700  — 

Hakata                                     —  2,422.000 

Karatsu   26,533.500 

Kuchirotsu    132,774.000 

Misumi   

Idzugahara 
Shishimi  .. 

Sasuna   

Otaru   


10,645.000 
497-340 
798.520 
799.040 
32,499.500 

„      .        ,  r,  ,,-      (Exports   2,249,061.980 

Specie  and  Bullion  [  ,m£orts   4:476,277.380 


1,821.120 
7S1.700 

i,592-34° 


Total   6,725,339.360 

Excess  of  imports   2,227,215.400 

VALUE  OF  EXPORTS   AND   IMPORTS   BY  JAPANESE   MERCHANTS  AND 
GOVERN  MEN  r. 

„    .  1      .     (Exports   1,776,078.640 

By  Japanese  Merchants    i,„o^S-l7o 

Imported  by  Government   17,441.340 

ENGLAND  AND  NECKAR  ISLAND. 

It  is  alleged  that  on  June  1st  a  Hawaiian 
steamer,  the  Iwalini,  sailed  at  full  speed  from 
Honolulu  and  that  she  was  followed  a  few  hours 
later  by  H.B.M.S.  Champion.  The  destination 
of  the  two  vessels  was  Neckar  Island  about  400 
miles  from  Honolulu,  and  the  hypothesis  is  that 
England  wants  the  place  as  a  station  for  laying 
her  proposed  cable  from  British  Columbia  to 
Australia.  It  is  part  of  her  Imperial  policy  to 
have  her  world-encircling  cables  laid  entirely  on 
her  own  territory,  whenever  they  emerge  from 
the  sea,  and  to  that  end  some  laud  in  the  neigh- 


THE  "TAKASHIMA  EKIDAN. 

Among  the  many  books  on  things  Japanese 
sent  to  the  Columbian  World's  Fair  at  Chi- 
cago last  year,  there  was  one  whose  lilte,  Taka- 
shima  Ekidan,  must  have  proved  a  puzzle  to 
whomsoever  looked  at  it.     In  ordinary  par- 
lance, this  was  a  translation  of  a  part  of  the 
famous  Mr.  Takashima  Kanemon's  treatise  on 
the  Eki,  or  Chinese  Book  of  Divination  (Yi-ki). 
The  translator,  a  Mr.  Sugiura  Shigetake,  had  far 
belter  have  left  the  original  untouched  than  to 
attempt  that  of  which  he  is  absolutely  incapable. 
In  the  preface,  he  states  that  the  work  is  wholly 
a  Japanese  compilation,  no  foreigner  having 
ever  looked  at  the  proof-sheets.    We  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  this  statement,  for  of  all  the 
marvelous,  incomprehensible,  distorted  English 
ever  written  this  bulky  little  volume  must  be 
confessed  the  very  head  and  front.    It  is  really 
disgraceful  that  such   inchoate   and  aboitive 
translation  should  have  been  included  among 
the  Japanese  exhibits  sent  to  Chicago.  Of 
course,  we  are  williug  to  make  every  excuse 
for  Mr.  Sugiura  in  that  he  had  a  most  difficult 
task  to   perform,  for  the  obscure  and  often 
apparently  incoherent  language  of  diviners  has 
no  counterpart  in  Western  tongues.    Still,  a 
very  slight  use  of  any  good  dictionary  might 
have  shown  the  author  that  such  words  as 
Cholerate  " — meaning   a  cholera   patient, — • 
Shognism  "  for "  feudal  system  "  or  "  Shogun- 
ate,"  with  an  adjective  based  on  the  same  wild 
form,  "Shognic;"  "  silkworming,"  for  "silk- 
worm breeding;"  "unposible"  and  a  host  of 
other  similar  inventions,  are  not  English  and 
never  will   be.     Moreover,   Mr.  Sugiura  has 
made  the  great  mistake  in  his  preface  of  trying 
to  force  his  own  materialistic  creed  on  the  read- 
er,  despite  its  being   absolutely  at  variance 
with  the  theistic  teaching  of  the  book  he  trans- 
lates;  nor  is  it  excusable  to  find  him  express- 
ing the  belief  that  "  my  scientific  morality  " 
will  be  universally  received  "  in  a  few  years 
longer;"  that  he  should  deplore  the  existence 
of  religions  contrary  to  his  own,  on  the  score  of 
their  "superstitious  elements;"  and    that  lie 
should  calmly  assert  as  incompatible  with  true 
science  the  belief  in  a  Supreme  Being,  and 
trust  that  such  an  antiquated  notion  will  soon 
be  eradicated  from  the  human  mind.  The 
whole  preface  is  about  the  most  blatant  speci- 
men of  thorough  self-conceit  and  boundless 
ignorance  that  it  has  ever  been  our  misfortune 
to  read. 

* 

*  * 

Turning  to  the  body  of  the  book,  we  find  much 
that  is  deeply  interesting.  Mr.  Takashima  Kae- 
mon  is  himself  a  study.  Imprisoned  for  some 
trivial  offence  under  the  Bakufu,  he  turned  his 
whole  energies  in  the  direction  of  the  ameliora- 
tion of  his  country.  It  is  to  him  that  Japan 
owes  the  introduction  of  gas,  of  a  new  and 
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elaborate  educational  system  as  well  as  of  oilier 
most  utilitarian  ideas,  while  he  was  one  of  the 
principal  supporters  of  the  railway  and  largely 
contributed  to  the  successful  completion  of  the 
Tokyo-Yokohama  line.  A  man  of  broad  views 
he  evidently  believes  most  firmly  in  the  divi- 
natory  powers  of  the  sixty-four  hexagrams,  and 
many  of  his  prophecies  have  received  literal 
affirmation.  His  Japanese  admirers  go  so  far 
as  to  claim  that  has  never  made  an  incorrect 
prediction.  From  a  perusal  of  the  book,  we 
can  not  learn  very  much,  owing  to  the  painful 
English  in  which  it  is  couched  ;  nevertheless 
it  is  apparent  that  the  ancient  Chinese  system 
of  divination  must  be  the  very  remarkable 
result  of  a  most  admirable  train  of  reasoning, 
and  one  deserving  of  closer  study  than  it 
has  hitherto  received.  We  people  of  the  19th 
century  have  not  yet  forgotten  the  marvelous 
lesson  of  the  Great  Pyramid  ;  and  if  the  Egyp- 
tians had  so  profound  an  acquaintance  with 
what  we  are  only  slowly  re-discovering  there  is 
110  reason  why  we  should  hesitate  to  doubt  that 
the  sage  precursors  of  Confucius  really  establish 
ed  a  system  of  divination  based  on  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  chance,  if  indeed  that 
knowledge  was  not  of  a  still  higher  and  my 
sterious  description.  One  could  wish,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Takashima's  work  might  be  properly 
translated,  so  that  his  evidently  painstaking 
rules  could  be  subjected  to  scientific  test  and 
experiment ;  for  he  has  undoubtedly  given  the 
clearest  explanation  hitherto  published  of  a 
very  ancient  Chinese  classic  that  most  people 
are  inclined  to  laugh  at.  The  original  text  of 
Mi.  Takashima  is  embodied  in  ten  volumes, 
but,  minus  the  many  illustrations  and  anecdotes, 
these  might  very  possibly  be  condensed  into 
one  nol-too-bulky  tome  :  and  that  this  would 
deserve  attentive  perusal  is  evident  even  from 
M.  Sugiura's  mistranslation. 


A   MODERN  LUCRETI A  BORGIA. 

There  is  a  Japanese  saying  to  the  effect  that 
women  who  have  served  their  time  in  prostitute 
houses,  are  absolutely  without  human  sentiment, 
except  that  of  hatred.    This  has  been  recently 
exemplified  in  the  little  town  of  Hongo,  near 
Hachioji.    Nakamura  Tetsuzo,  a  seedsmen  of 
that  place,  made  some  thirteen  years  ago  the  un- 
fortunate acquaintance  of  a  prostitute  named 
Ima.    He  became  greatly  attached  to  her  and 
seven  years  later  when  she  went  to  ply  the  same 
detestable  trade  in  Fukushima,  used  often  to 
leave  his  business  and  take  the  long  journey 
for  a  sight  of  her.    She  was  fond  of  dress  and 
her  elegant  toilettes  increased  if  anything  her 
admirer's  infatuation,  so  that  in  fine  he  made 
her  an  offer  of  marriage,  promising  her  to  have 
her  contract  with  the  brothel  at  once  cancelled 
if  she  would  accept  his  proposals.    She  did 
accept  and  became  his  wife  early  in  the  follow- 
ing year.    But  once  a  wife  she  showed  herself 
disinclined  to  do  any  domestic  work  and  fond 
of  spending  large  sums  for  dress.    Seine;  this, 
Nakamura's  parents  and  friends  begged  him  to 
divorce  her,  but  that  was  a  step  that  the  uxurious 
man  hesitated  to  take.    Ima  got  wind  of  the 
matter,  and  fearing  that  her  husband  might 
finally  be  prevailed  upon  to  discard  her,  re- 
solved to  poison  his  parents,  whom  she  regarded 
as  the  chief  cause  of  her  husband's  possible 
disaffection.    Nakamura  had  at  one  time  dealt 
in  drugs,  so  it  was  easy  for  the  ex-prostitute  to 
obtain  what  she  wanted.    On  the  7th  instant, 
after  her  husband  had  gone  out  on  business, 
she  carried  her  evil  decision  into  effect,  mixing 
a  quantity  of  a  deadly  poison  with  some  soba 
which  she  gave  to  Nakamura's  parents  for  their 
evening  meal.    They  ate  heartily,  and  in  an 
hour  fatal  symptoms  were  developed,  blood- 
vomiting,  with  large  purple  patches  on  the 
body.     In   a    little   while   both   died,  after 
having  suffered  fearfully.    Just  then  the  hus- 
band returned,   and,  though    Ima  began  to 
bewail  the  sudden  death  of  his  parents  and 
acted  in  a  most  natural  manner,  his  suspicions 
were  aroused  by  the  discoloured  faces  of  the 
corpses.    He  taxed  her  with  the  crime  and  sent 
for  the  police.    Furious  at  the  miscarriage  of 
her  plans,  the  guilty  woman  finally  confessed 
what  she  had  done,  appearing  to  gloat  over  the 


misery  she  had  caused.  She  was  promptly 
incarcerated,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  she 
will  have  to  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the 
Ia^. 

THE  DROUGHT. 

Complaints  are  heard  on  every  side  of  the  long 
continued  drought,  and  fears  are  expressed 
that  this  year's  rice-crop  will  fall  alarmingly  be- 
low the  average.  The  nyubai,  or  early  spring 
rains,  were  of  unusually  short  duration,  and 
June,  the  rainy  month  par  excellence,  has 
so  far  had  cloudless  skies  with  great  heat 
Under  the  circumstances  the  ta-ue,  or  trans- 
plantation of  the  young  rice-sprouts,  is  al- 
most impossible,  the  lack  of  moisture  being 
fatal.  The  price  of  the  national  cereal  is  un 
usually  high  already,  and  if  there  is  not  an  im- 
mediate change  for  the  better,  with  plentiful 
rains,  the  poor  will  have  a  hard  time  of  it  this 
fall  and  winter,  not  to  speak  of  the  wide-spread 
agricultural  distress  that  must  ensue. 


PSYCHIC  PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun  credits  Prof.  Tsuboi  of 
the  Imperial  University  with  having  invented  a 
process  of  taking  "  psychic  photographs."  It 
consists  in  making  a  series  of  photographs,  one 
imposed  upon  the  other,  of  a  number  of  persons 
having  the  same  psychic  proclivities  or  charac- 
teristics. The  other  day  the  Professor  went  to 
the  Tokyo  Reformatory  and  took  composite 
negatives  of  a  set  of  thirteen  stubborn  youths; 
then  of  a  group  of  twelve  incurably  lazy  boys  ; 
and  finally  of  a  detachment  of  fifteen  notoriously 
vicious  characters.  The  result  is  said  to  have 
been  eminently  satisfactory.  The  first  photo- 
graph presented  a  typically  obstinate  counten- 
ance ;  the  second  a  type  of  idleness;  the  third, 
that  of  pronounced  vice.  The  experimenter 
next  took,  in  like  manner,  superimposed  nega- 
tives of  specialists  in  the  five  departments 
of  literature,  science,  engineering,  law,  and 
medicine.  The  result  was  the  same.  The 
photograph  of  the  combined  professors  in  the 
College  of  Literature  bore  a  striking  general 
resemblance  to  Prof.  Toyama,  which  pheno- 
menon, the  Yomiuri  naively  remarks,  is  due  to 
the  Professor  being  so  prominent  in  the  world 
of  letters.  Without  going  into  the  question  of 
the  predominance  of  Prof.  Toyama's  striking 
features  in  the  literary  group,  we  can  assure  our 
contemporary  that  composite  photographs  of 
this  description  are  as  old  as  the  hills,  and  that 
the  system  "  invented  "  by  Prof.  Tsuboi  has  been 
successfully  tried  in  both  Europe  and  America. 
It  was,  if  we  remember  aright,  first  brought  into 
prominence  by  the  late  Francis  Galton. 


THE   ROMANCE   OF  THE  SWANS  N EST. 

Mr.  Owada,  one  of  the  instructors  of  the  First 
Higher  Normal  School,  is  evidently  an  admirer 
of  the  gems  of  English  poetry.  We  had  occa- 
sion recently  to  refer  to  his  excellent  transla- 
tion of  Campbell's  "  Hohenlinden."  Now  he 
has  given  a  new  specimen  of  his  skill  in  a  very 
neat  and  pretty  version  of  Mrs.  Browning's 
"  Romance  of  the  Swan's  Nest,"  one  of  the  best 
minor  poems  of  the  authoress  of  "Aurora  Leigh." 
The  Japanese  metre  chosen  is  that  known  as 
imayo,  and  the  translator  has  succeeded  in  doing 
what  is  very  difficult  to  be  done  in  any  poetical 
version, — he  has  not  marred  any  of  the  sentiment 
and  music  of  the  original."  Mr.  Owada  is  one  of 
the  copious  writers  of  the  younger  school  of 
Japanese  poets,  and  his  forte  lies  apparently 
in  adapting  Western  lyrics  to  the  awkward 
metre  of  his  national  poetry.  One  would  like 
to  see  what  he  could  do  with  Longfellow's 
"  Excelsior,''  for  that  is  a  poem  after  the 
Japanese  heart.  His  latest  work  appears  in  the 
Nippon  no  Shonen  of  the  15th  instant. 


THE  TROUBLE   IN  AICHI. 

The  agitation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth- 
quake-districts in  Owari  for  a  further  postpone- 
ment of  the  date  on  which  the  arrears  of  land-tax 
are  to  be  paid,  does  not,  according  to  recent 
information  received  by  the  J'iji  Shimpo,  seem 
to  be  wholly  justifiable.  In  our  former  account, 
which  appeared  in  these  columns  about  three 
weeks  ago,  the  matter  looked  very  serious  in- 
deed,  the  action   of  the  local  Governor,  in 


particular,  being  represented  as  somewhat  in- 
considerate of  the  interests  of  the  people.  The 
Jiji's  latest  statement,  however,  totally  reverses 
the  affair.    For  those  who  suffered  loss  by  the 
earthquake  special  provisions  had,  it  will  ba 
remembered,  been  enacted,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  payment  of  taxes  was  delayed  until  the  end 
of  May  of  the  present  year.    The  inhabitants 
thought  it  impossible  to  meet  this  obligation  by 
the  specified  time,  and  consequently  presented 
a  petition  to  the  last  session  of  the  Diet  for  a 
further  postponement  of  the  time-limit,  the  date 
proposed  being  the  end  of  this  November.  At 
the  same  time  they  requested  the  Governor  to 
exert  himself  in  their  behalf.  This  the  Governor 
refused  to  do,  alleging  that  while  the  special 
provisions  previously  enacted  were  still  in  force, 
he  could  do  nothing  but  adhere  to  them.  Yet 
he  did  not  neglect,  and  that  at  once,  to  charge 
himself  with  their  interests  ;  on  the  occasion  of 
the  opening  of  a  special  session  of  the  Local  As- 
sembly, he  informed  the  members  that  he  had 
instructed  the  chief  tax-collector  of  the  locality 
to  proceed  to  Tokyo  in  order  to  report  upon  the 
actual  state  of  affairs ;  and  that  he  had  also 
made  special  arrangements  by  which  the  tax- 
payers might  pay  their  arrears  in  installments 
instead  of  a  lump  sum.    Notwithstanding  all 
these  considerate  actions  of  the  Governor,  the 
Owari  people  thought  themselves  justified  in 
raising   an  outcry  against  him,  so  soon  as 
the  petition  forwarded  to  the  Diet  had  come 
to  no  result,  on  account  of  that  body's  dissolu- 
tion,  and   the   committee    which   they  had 
sent  to  the  Central  Government  returned  re 
infecia.    The  members  of  the  Local  Assembly 
failed  to  carry  a  vote  of  a  want  of  confidence, 
yet  fifteen  of  the  extremists  forwarded  a  letter, 
over  their  joint  signatures,  embodying  this  senti- 
ment. The  headmen  of  the  villages  throughout 
the  district  have  proved  equally,  if  not  even 
more,  refractory.    Many  have,  although  requir- 
ed to  do  so  as  country  magistrates,  not  yet  sent 
out  notices  calling  for  payment  of  the  taxes, 
while  others  have  even  taken  the  extreme  step 
of  refusing  to  receive  payment  when  a  few  of 
the  people  came  to  fulfil  their  obligation.  Such 
an  action  is,  we  need  not  state,  wholly  at  vari- 
ance with  their  official  duty;  and  for  this  reason 
it  is  said  that  they  have  applied  for  release  from 
service.  In  spite  of  all  this  apparent  discontent, 
adds  the  Jiji,  the  loss  that  they  sustained  in  the 
earthquake  lias  been  fully  made  good  to  them 
by  the  many  advantages  they  have  since  enjoy- 
ed, such  as  the  reduction  in  and  postponement 
of  the  taxes  payable  ;  the  special  Imperial  grant  ; 
the  Government  subsidy;  and  the  contributions 
received  from  the  public  at  large.    In  point  of 
fact,  concludes  our  contemporary,  four  out  of 
every  ten  tax-payers  have  already  paid  up  ;  and 
of  the  remaining  six  one-half  will  do  the  same 
in  a  few  days,  only  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
population  being  thus  left  in  arrear. 

MANIFESTO  OK  THE  NATIONAL  BANKS  RESPECTING 
THE  PROLONGATION  OF  THEIR  TERMS. 

After  deciding  to  petition  the  Government  and 
Imperial  Diet  for  a  ten  years  prolongation  of 
their  terms  as  national  institutions,  the  National 
Banks  have  issued  a  maifesto,  the  gist  of  which 
is  embodied  in  the  following  extract: — After 
referring  to  their  early  history  and  the  Regula- 
tions affecting  National  Banks,  the  document 
states  that  both  in  the  Original  Regulations  of 
1872  and  the  Amendment  effected  four  years 
later,  it  was  expressly  provided  that  the  Banks 
might  apply  for  a  continuation  of  their  business 
in  the  same  capacity  upon  the  expiration  of 
their  original  terms.  But  in  1883  these  provi- 
sions were  entirely  altered,  an  amendment  being 
added  providing  that  the  National  Banks  should 
not,  upon  theexpiration  of  theirprescribed  terms, 
be  allowed  to  go  on  with  their  business  in  the 
same  capacity  or  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  issuing 
notes.  At  the  same  time  all  the  National  Banks 
were  compelled  to  deposit  with  the  Bank  of 
Japan  a  certain  amount  in  Government  Bonds, 
wherewith  to  redeem  the  notes  issued  by  them 
upon  expiration  of  their  terms.  In  lieu  of  the 
privilege  of  continuing  business  in  the  capacity 
of  National  Banks  and  of  issuing  notes,  the 
Treasury  made  certain  arrangements  by  which, 
without  cutting  into  the  capital  of  the  respective 
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banks,  ihe  redemption  of  the  notes  issued  by 
them  was  ensured.    Later  on,  however,  Hiking 
advantage  of  the  appreciation  of  Government 
Bonds,  lite  Finance  Department  accelerated  the 
issue  of  the  Redemption  Bonds,  thereby  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  about  seven  million  yen  to  the  Na- 
tional Bunks.    Tins  loss  they  would  not  have 
incurred  had  the  Treasury  adhered  to  the  ar- 
rangements previously  made.    The  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Government  Bonds  was   in  the 
natural  course  of  events,  but  the  sudden  sub- 
stitution of  low  interest  bonds  for  those  ol  a 
higher  rate  was  purely  aitilicial  and  attributable 
to  the  arbitrary  arrangements  made  by  the 
Treasury  authorities.    Therefore  the  loss  which 
the  National  Banks  were  thus  made  to  undergo 
should  morally  be  made  good  to  tbem  by  the 
State.  In  view  of  this  consideration,  the  bankers 
hope  that,  by  having  their  terms  prolonged  for 
another  decade,  they  may  be  able  to  accomplish 
the  redemption  of  the  notes  issued  by  them,  as 
promised  in  1883.    The  manifesto  next  em- 
phasizes the  injury  which  the  closing  of  more 
than  one  hundred  and  thirty  banks,  within  the 
short  space  of  three  years,  would  inflict  on  the 
money  market  in  Japan,  and  further  contends 
that  as  private  banks  are,  as  a  rule,  compara- 
tively   inexperienced  and   generally   short  of 
capital,  the  existence  of  National  Banks  for 
another  ten  years  is  indispensable  to  the  proper 
development  of  business  enterprise  and  the 
extension  of  foreign  commerce.     There  are 
those  who  hold  that  the  winding-up  of  the  affairs 
of  the  National  Banks  is  necessary  for  the  uni- 
fication of  currency,  but  the  manifesto  scoffs  at 
this  idea  as  one  generated  out  of  complete 
ignorance  of  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  and 
proceeds  to  explain  the  matter  in  the  following 
fashion  :— The  total  amount  of  notes  in  circula- 
tion comes  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  million 
yen;  and  in  this  total  the  notes  issued  by  Na- 
tional Banks  amount  to  twenty  million  yen  only. 
What  perceptible  injury  could  so  comparatively 
trifling  an  amount  do  to  the  unity  of  the  national 
currency,  even  though  these  notes  were  suffered 
to  run  unredeemed  for  ten  years  longer  ?  More- 
over, as  the  actual  amount  of  National  Bank 
notes  in  circulation  continues  to  lessen  every 
year,  they  should  not  in  any  particular  manner 
affect  the  competency  of  the  Bank  of  Japan  to 
issue  convertible  notes.    It  is  further  contended 
,by  some  people  that,  as  the  Treasury  has  declared 
to  the  Nippon  Ginko  its  unwillingness  to  defray 
any  part  of  the  expense  incurred  by  this  Bank 
in  dealing  with  the  Treasury  money  subsequent 
to  the  30th  year  of  Meifi  (1897),  in  which  year 
all  the  National  Banks  are  bound  to  wind  up 
their  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  Regula- 
tions affecting  them,  the  Bank  of  Japan  will 
have  to  sustain  a  heavy  loss  if  the  National 
Banks  are  suffered  to  continue  in  their  present 
status  even  after  the  expiration  of  their  pre- 
scribed term.    In  reply  to  this  the  National 
Bankers  urge  that  there  would  be  no  danger  of 
any  loss  to  the  Bank  of  Japan  itself  should  they 
be  allowed  to  carry  on  their  business  for  another 
decade,   for  in   that   case  a   sum  of  money 
amounting  to  about  220,000  yen  would  fall  to 
the  Treasury  in  the  shape  of  taxes  paid  by  the 
National  Banks,  and  so  the  Department  would 
only  have  to  apply  this  sum  for  the  given  pur- 
pose.   In  short,  concludes  the  manifesto,  the 
prolongation  of  the  terms  of  the  National  Banks 
would  have  no  perceptible  influence  on  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury,  while  it  would  at  once 
enable  the  National  Bankers  to'  avoid  an  un- 
necessary loss  and  keep  the  national  economy 
in  smooth  working  order. 

THE  PRISONERS  IN  THE   KOREAN  ASSASSINATION 
CASE. 

Judgment  in  the  above  case  was  delivered  by 
the  Tokyo  Local  Court  on  the  28th  instant.  Li 
Isshoku,  accused  of  instigating  Kim  Ok-kyun's 
murder  and  of  an  attempt  against  the  life  of 
Boku  Eiko,  and  Kawakubo  Tsunekichi,  charged 
with  assisting  and  abetting  Kim  Ok-kyiin's 
murder,  were  both  discharged  on  the  ground 
that  their  action  did  not  constitute  a  crime. 
Boku  Eiko,  Boku  Heikitsu,  Jo  Ryojun,  and 
Ryu  Shoman,  charged  with  illegal  detention  of 
the  above  mentioned  Li  Isshoku,  were  released 
on  the  ground  of  insufficiency  of  evidence.  As 


10  Li  Keikan  and  Tei  Rankyo,  accused  of  a 
similar  offence,  they  were  found  guilty,  and  the 
former  was  sentenced  to  major  confinement  for 
40  days  with  a  fine  of  2  yen,  the  latter  to  major 
confinement  for  30  days  with  a  fine  of  2  yen. 
The  Public  Procurator  has  appealed  against  the 
decision  of  the  Court  whicb  found  that  Li  Is- 
shoku and  Kawakubo  Tsunekicbi  were  not 
guilty  of  the  offence  charged. 


DBl'ECTIVE  LIGHT  AT  NIKKO. 

When  the  electric  light  was  introduced  at 
Nikko  last  summer,  it  was  hailed  with  general 
satisfaction  and  was  certainly  an  advance  in  the 
right  direction.  But  we  regret  to  learn  that 
there  is,  to  all  appearance,  something  very  de- 
fective and  uncertain  about  this  Nikko  electric 
plant.  The  good  people  of  that  noted  moun- 
tain resort  are  now  and  then  left  in  Egyptian 
darkness— and  disgust.  The  last  interruption 
occured  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant.  The 
former  illuminators  in  the  shape  of  old  lamps 
and  poor  oil,  once  more  had  to  be  called  into 
requisition,  while  the  electric  "fixtures"  in  the 
hotels  and  other  public  places,  were,  accord- 
ing to  last  accounts,  still  "dangling  in  the  dark." 

THE   JAPAN  SOCIETY'S  ANNUAL  DINNER. 

The  Japan  Society's  annual  dinner  took  place 
on  May  21st  in  the  Hotel  M^tropole.  It  was 
numerously  attended.  H.E.  Viscount  Aoki— of 
whom  we  may  mention  that  he  is  devoting  him- 
self heart  and  soul  to  furthering  the  objects  of 
the  Society  and  that  he  is  rapidly  becoming 
popular  in  London — presided,  and  is  said  to 
have  made  an  excellent  speech  of  which,  un- 
fortunately, we  have  as  yet  no  report.  The 
menu  is  worth  reproducing  : — 

MBNU. 

Hoi  s  d'Ouvie  "  Tp-*ai.^ 

Consomme  "  fokio. 

C.eme  de  Vollaile   "  Toki-utai.': 

Saitinon  S'ce.  Hollandaise  "  Deshima." 

Whitebait  "  Shira-iwoV 

Coteleltes  d'Agneau  Pi  intaniei  e..."  Sakui  a.' 

Poularde  Saulee  Demidoff   "  Kaiafulo.' 

Graiiit  Amontillado  "  Kinka  San.' 

Filet  de  Bceuf  Milanaise   ...."Somen.' 

Jambon  braise  an  Madere. 
Haiicots  Verts  noiiveaux  Sautes  ..."  Shoki.' 
Pommes  de  tenes  rissolees  Satsuma. 

Caille  rotie  snr  Canape"   "  Awa-balake.' 

Salade  "  Haiu-no-Me.' 

Asperses  See  "  MatsusliimaJ 

Mousse  au  Maiasquiii   "  Awajishima.' 

Gelee  Moscovite  "  Golownin.' 

Fondu  "  Fuji  San. 

Bombe  "  Hokkaido. 

Petils  fours  assoi  lis. 
Dessert. 
Cafe  Noir. 


The  Lord  Mayor  spoke,  dealing,  of  course,  in 
conventional  platitudes  ;  Mr.  Diosy  had  much 
to  say  and  said  it  well,  and  Sir  Edwin  Ar- 
nold made  one  of  his  pretty  displays  of  linked 
sweetness.  We  reproduce  here  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph's report  of  the  event : — 

That  interest  in  this  far-off  point  of  the  Orient  is 
widespread  was  amply  indicated  by  the  cosmopolitan 
character  of  the  attendance  at  the  third  annual  banquet 
of  the  Japan  Society,  held  last  night  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  undei  the  presidency  of  his  Excellency  Vis- 
count Aoki.  Among  those  present  were  the  Lord  Ma- 
yor  and  Lady  Mayoress,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lady 
Hill,  Lady  Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin  Arnold,  Sir  E.  ].  Heed, 
Colonel  Sir  Edward  Hill,  Baron  Von  Siebold,  Sir 
Trevor  Lawrence,  and  Mr.  A.  Diosy  (hon.  sec.) 

Proposing  the  toast  of  the  Queen,  his  Excellency  the 
Chairman  called  for  the  acclamation  used  in  saluting 
the  Japanese  Sovereign,  "Banzai,"  which  means  "ten 
thousand  blessings" 

The  Lord  Mayor  next  submitted  the  sentiment, 
'»  The  Emperor  of  Japan."  and 

Sir  Edwin  Arnold,  who  was  received  with  applause, 
next  offered  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success  to  the 
Japan  Society."  He  expressed  pleasure  at  an  oppor- 
tunity enabling  him  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  and 
enlightened  work  that  had  been  performed  by  the  so- 
ciety, and  remarked  that  in  surveying  the  distinguish- 
ed assembly  he  was  reminded  by  the  friendly  presence 
of  his  Excellency,  as  chairman,  of  many  agreeable  days 
in  |apan  and  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  he  owed  to 
that  fair  land.  Proceeding,  he  said  ; — It  is  very  natural 
that  from  healthy  roots  strong  trees  are  developed, 
and  I  think  the  rapid  growth  of  the  ]apan  Society 
proves  that  a  noble  idea  inspired  your  founder,  Mr. 
Arthur  Diosy,  when  he  planted  the  seeds  of  this  society. 
Its  objects,  as  defined  in  its  constitution,  are  the  en- 
couragement of  the  study  of  the  Japanese  language, 
literature,  history,  and  folk  lore;  the  Japanese  arts, 


sciences,  industry,  and  the  social  life  and  economic 
conditions  of  the  Japanese  people,  past  and  present, 
and  of  all  Japanese  matters."     That  definition  has 
received  free  interpretation  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
society,  as  may  plainly  he  seen  on  study  of  t lie  admir- 
able fust  volume  of  Transactions  published  in  the  past 
year— a   volume  which,  by  variety,  brilliance,  and 
solidity,  would  do  credit  to  any  old-established  learned 
association.    You  will  there  see  the  interest  of  the 
society  lightly  and  agreeably  ranging,  as  someone  has 
remarked,  "  from  athletic  to  artistic  signatures,  from 
arch.cology,  chronology,  and  chrysanthemum  salad, 
from  demonogy  to    dwarfed  trees,    from  war  fans 
to  wedding  ceremonies."— (Laughter  )     But  neither 
your  large-hearted  founder,  Mr.  Diosy,  nor  the  distin- 
guished members  of  the  council  surrounding  him,  nor 
your  Excellency  who  represents  so  illustriously  to-night 
the  goodwill  towards  us  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Japan,  nor  you  gentlemen  of  Japan  pre- 
sent among  us,  nor  me  who  love  Japan  almost  as  well 
as  yourselves — none  of  us  would  rest  satisfied  if  the 
society  were  merely  an  institution  for  the  encourage- 
ment, dissemination,  and  stimulation  of  research.  It 
has,  beyond  all  these,  a  wider  and  a  deeper  purpose, 
which  I  have  found  now-here  better  alluded  to  than  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Diosy  himself:    "It  helps  to  bind 
closely  in  bonds  of  amity  the  millions  who  inhabit  the 
islands  on  which  the  sun  rises  with  the  millions  who 
dwell  in  the  Empire  on  which  the  sun  never  sets." — 
(Cheers.)  That,  indeed,  is  why  I  am  a  faithful  friend  to 
the  Japan  Society  and  a  firm  believer  in  its  future  pro- 
gress and  usefulness.    I  am  full  of  hope  that  year  by 
year  it  will  increase  the  mutual  knowledge  between 
Japan  and  England,  and  will  foster  the  flame  of  friend- 
ship which  has  already  grown  bright  between  them, 
and  will  provide,  here  in  London,  a  gateway  by  which 
Japanese  visitors  and  residents  can  enter  into  our 
home  life  as  some  of  us  have  entered  into  theirs. 
—(Cheers.)    Alluding  to  the  prosperity  of  the  society, 
Sir  Edwin  said:    I  liken  it  in  my  own  mind  to  the 
bamboo  clump  in  my  garden  at  Azabu,  which  grew  so 
fast  that  my  Uyekya— my  gardener— said  :    '•  If  you 
hang  your  hat  upon  it,  Danna-San,  to-night,  you  will 
want  a  ladder  to  get  it  in  the  morning."— {Laughter.) 
Nor  let  it  be  supposed  that  we  English  imagine  our- 
selves to  be  the  teachers  and  you  of  Japan  merely  the 
learners  in  this  happy  and  increasing  friendship  be- 
tween the  empires.    There  can  be  no  countryman  of 
mine  here  present,  knowing  the  beautiful  islands  of 
the  Rising  Sun,  who  will  not  agree  with  me  that 
Japan  can  instruct  us  in  much.    We  admire  the  secret 
of  that  delicate,  artistic  gift,  which  is  so  universal  in 
your  nation  and  makes  you  the  Greeks  of  Asia.  Our 
less  supple  Western  fingers  will  never  sweep  subtle 
and  instantaneous  curves  of  life  and  motion  with  a 
moist  brush  like  those  of  Okyo  and  Hokusai,  nor  turn 
tiny  ivories    into   exquisite  laughing  netsukes,  nor 
mould  and  chisel  bronze  and  copper  eagles,  which 
can  almost  flutter  their  pinions  and  blink  at  the  sun 
their  eyes.    But  teach  us,  if  you  can,  more  of  the  soft 
and  gracious  manners  which  render  existence  in  your 
high  bred  land  a  dignity  and  delight.    Implant  in  us 
some  of  the  noble  reverence  for  age,  that  gratitude  to 
parents,  that  honourable  respect  for  the  past  which 
makes  grey  hairs  in  Japan  a  natural  diadem,  and 
which,  by  accustoming  children  to  render  back  to 
(heir  parents  the  debts  of  love  and  duly,  have  ban- 
ished from  Japanese  homes  avarice,  covetousness, 
and  domestic  anxiety.    Instruct  us  in  the  arts  by 
which,  while  we  here  expend  ^20,000,000  per  year 
on  our  paupers,  you  have  no  poor  law  at  all,  no 
unions,  and    yet  no    mendicants   in    your  streets. 
Tell  us  how  we  can  make  our  population  delight 
in  cleanliness,  as  yours  does,  so  that  the  common 
hurama-ya  can  boast  a  skin  like  the  lady  of  the  Court 
and  feet  and  hands  as  fair  and  seemly.    Impart  not 
your  religion,  for  we  have  plenty  of  that  here,  but  the 
gentle  and  gladsome  spirit  in  Japan  which  beautifies 
piety  and  takes  away  from  life  its  idle  worries  and 
from  death  its  needless  terrors.    I  often  sadly  think 
that  the  Japanese  common  people  derive  more  natural 
joy  in  one  year  of  their  earthly  existence  than  the 
communities  of  England  and  America  enjoy  in  their 
entire  worldly  span.    It  is  impossible  that  a  splendid 
future  should  not  lie  before  the  Empire  of  the  Rising 
Sun.    History  foresees  it  in  the  wonderful  adaptive- 
ness  with  which  Japan  has  passed  through  the  O-jishin 
—the  great  earthquake  of  her  revolution,  in  the  homo- 
geneity of  her  40,000,000   of  inhabitants,  in  their 
patriotism,  courage,    simplicity   endurance,  artistic 
and  industrial  gifts.    History  foresees  it  in  the  happy 
fortune  which  gave  her,  at  the  crisis  of  destiny,  an 
Emperor  so  enlightened,  resolute,  and  such  wise  Im- 
perial advisers,  of  whom  we  behold  in  the  chair  a  very 
worthy  example,  to  assist  his  Minister's  counsels.  I 
had  the  honour,  by  Imperial  invitation,  to  be  present 
at  the  military  manoeuvres  near  Nagoya,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  saw  in  the  field  30,000  Japanese  troops, 
which,  for  marching  and  fighting  powers,  would  tho- 
roughly  have  satisfied  the  highest  and  the  be>t  military 
critics.    And  once,  when  I  asked  of  Captain  Ingles, 
chief  Naval  Adviser  to  the  Japanese  Admiralty  of  Dai 
Nippon,  what  he  privately  thought  of  the  Japanese 
bluejackets,  his  reply  was,  "  I  do  not  know  where  to 
find  fault  with  them,  alow  or  aloft."    But,  perhaps, 
most  of  all  1  found  my  hopes  of  the  future  greatness 
and  happiness  of  Japan  upon  her  women.    We  are 
honoured  here  to-night  by  the  presence  of  Japanese 
ladies,  and  I  will  suffer  that  gentle  inspiration  to 
encourage  me  to  repeat  what  1  once  said  before  an 
impoitant  assembly  of  the  noble  ladies  of  Tokyo.  I 
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had  received  a  command  from  them  to  speak  on 
Western  education  in  regard  to  women,  and  I  com- 
menced with  the  words,  Whatever  else  we  of  the 
West  may  wish  or  propose  to  teach  you,  neither  I  nor 
anybody  else  may  pretend  to  instruct  you  how  to  be 
better  daughters,  better  sisters,  better  wives  or  better 
mothers  than  you  are  here  and  now."  In  proceeding 
to  offer  the  toast  Sir  Edwin  paid  tribute  to  Mr.  Diosy's 
efforts  in  connection  with  the  society,  and  urged  that 
unity  should  help  the  society  to  its  legitimate  con- 
summation.— (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Diosy  replied,  and  Professor  Anderson  gave  the 
toast  of     The  President." 

Viscount  Aoki,  in  response,  remarked  that  Great 
Britain  and  Japan  had,  in  their  efforts  in  commerce, 
civilisation,  order,  and  progress,  created  a  current  of 
sympathy  from  West  to  East  which  he  hoped  might 
be  strong  and  lasting. 

The  gathering  then  broke  up. 

THE  "  JIJl's"  LITTLE  JOKES  ABOUT  KOREAN 
AFFAIRS. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  is  a  many-sided  paper.  It  is 
now  day  after  day  publishing  sketches  depicting 
the  outrages  of  which  the  Japanese  were  the 
victims  at  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  soldiers  in 
the  Korean  emeute  of  1884,  a  sober  subject 
enough,  in  all  conscience;  yet  it  occasionally 
indulges  its  capricious  vein,  compelling  its 
readers  to  break  into  broad  smiles.  Upon  the 
news  of  the  despatch  of  Chinese  troops  to  the 
Peninsula  reaching  Tokyo,  the  Jiji  advised 
Japanese  merchants,  with  seemingly  most  seri- 
ous intent,  to  set  out  at  once  for  Korea  armed 
with  an  abundant  supply  of  lanterns  and  um- 
brellas, the  same  to  be  sold  to  the  Chinese 
soldiers.  A  warrior  of  the  Celestial  Empire, 
gravely  observed  the  Jiji,  is  invariably  supplied 
with  an  umbrella  to  protect  him  from  the  rain, 
as  well  as  a  lantern  to  light  him  on  his  way  in 
the  dark.  These  weapons  are  thus  both  emi- 
nently useful  and  indispensable.  Yet  the  nig- 
gard Government  gives  each  trooper  only  one 
umbrella  and  one  lantern,  and  it  stands  to 
reason  that  they  must  soon  wear  out.  Japanese 
merchants  of  enterprise  should  not  miss  this 
golden  opportunity  to  make  a  fortune,  for  the 
Chinese  will  be  at  their  wits'  end  to  get  fresh 
supplies  in  Korea,  owing  to  the  internal  disorder 
in  that  country  and  the  consequent  stoppage  of 
manufactures.  The  Jiji's  humour  is  even 
broader  in  another  instance.  In  this  case  it  is 
generous  enough  to  teach  the  Chinese  how  to 
conquer  the  Japanese  with  ease,  should  the  two 
nations  come  to  blows.  The  sending  of  troops 
to  Korea  was  a  useless  and  fearfully  expensive 
measure;  it  would  have  been  a  thousand  times 
cheaper  and  much  more  effective  to  bring  up 
from  Canton  a  few  handfuls  of  pest-stricken 
Chinese,  who  should  then  be  placed  to  the 
windward  of  the  Japanese  army.  If  difficult  to 
procure  a  sufficient  number  of  pest-patients,  it 
would  be  equally  efficacious  to  make  the  Chinese 
now  in  Korea  wear  some  garments  imported 
from  the  pest-districts,  and  proceed  as  above. 
Nothing  could  be  simpler  or  cheaper  than  this 
plan  ! 

MEETING  OF  THE   LOCAL  GOVERNORS. 

The  object  of  holding  an  extraordinary  meeting 
of  local  Governors  in  Tokyo,  as  reported  in  a 
recent  issue,  is  said  to  have  been  connected  with 
the  approaching  general  elections.  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Minister  of  State  for  .Home  Affairs 
addressed  to  the  Governors  a  strict  injunction 
against  interference  of  any  kind  in  the  elections, 
and  explained  that  the  Government's  firm  re- 
solve is  to  continue  its  policy  of  standing  aloof 
from  all  political  parties.  The  Minister  spoke 
also  with  reference  to  the  question  of  repairing 
river-banks.  The  Government  adhered  to  its 
idea  of  defraying  the  cost  of  such  works  out  of 
the  Treasury,  but  Count  Inouye  reminded  the 
Governors  that  the  consent  of  the  Diet  had  to 
be  obtained,  and  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining it,  urged  them  to  contrive  that  the  most 
essential  repairs  should  be  effected  at  the  cost 
of  the  local  tax-payers. 


THE  EMPRESS. 

Her  Majesty  the  Empress  has  decided  to 
spend  a  month  at  Horiuchi  from  the  1st  prox. 
Horiuchi  has  become  one  of  the  most  favourite 
seaside  resorts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tokyo. 
It  is  within  two  hours  and  a  half  of  the  capital, 
and  in  addition  to  exquisite  scenery  and  a  shore  I 


admirably  suited  for  bathing,  it  has  the  charm  of 
historic  associations.  We  believe  that  Hori- 
uchi was  first  discovered  as  a  seaside  resort 
by  Dr.  Baelz — that  is  to  say  discovered  in 
modern  times,  for  already  as  far  back  as  the 
121I1  century  the  Minamoto  chief,  Yoritomo,  had 
a  villa  there  presided  over  by  a  Fair  Rosamond. 
Several  noblemen  and  gentlemen  have  now 
built  houses  along  the  seashore.  Two  years  ago 
a  so-called  detached  palace  was  constructed, 
and  there  Her  Majesty  intends  to  pass  the  month 
of  July.  Horiuchi  of  course  is  much  excited 
over  the  event.  On  the  day  of  Her  Majesty's 
arrival  a  hundred  jinrikishas  been  ordered 
to  meet  the  Imperial  party  at  Dzushi,  the 
nearest  railway  station.  To  fill  this  order 
the  resources  of  all  the  neighbouring  district 
have  had  to  be  requisitioned,  so  that  intending 
visitors  to  Kamakura  or  Enoshima  to-morrow 
had  better  be  prepared  for  some  inconvenience. 


the  convent. 
As  our  readers  are  doubtless  well  aware,  the 
Convent  on  the  Bluff,  Yokohama,  suffered 
severely  by  the  recent  big  earthquake,  and  re- 
quires rebuilding  in  almost  every  part.  The 
funds  of  the  institution,  which  are  never  more 
than  sufficient  to  keep  the  good  work  running, 
are  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  great  de- 
mand now  suddenly  made  upon  them,  and  the 
authorities  have  reluctantly  issued  the  follow- 
ing appeal : — 

The  Reverend  Mother  of  the  Convent  of  the  Holy  In- 
fant Jesus,  in  Yokohama,  makes  appeal  to  charitable 
persons  for  the  repairing  of  the  great  part  of  the 
Convent,  which  unfortunately  has  been  largely  damaged 
by  the  recent  earthquake,  and  which  imperatively  re- 
quires reconstruction. 

The  Reverend  Mother  feels  confident  that  her  hereto- 
fore charitable  friends  will  not  fail  to  succour  her  and 
her  poor  children  in  their  present  straits. 

The  Convent  has  been  working  in  Yokohama 
for  over  20  years  and  has  now  700  orphan 
children  dependent  upon  its  care.  Considering 
that  the  greater  portion  of  these  little  ones  are 
the  offspring  of  Japanese  parents,  we  think  that 
the  present  opportunity  of  showing  appreciation 
and  gratitude  for  the  work  of  the  Sisters,  should 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  Japanese  merchants 
and  others  as  well  as  by  the  foreign  residents. 


the  strong-foreign-policy  party. 
The  Strong-Foreign-Policy  party  has  just  held 
a  meeting  at  Sendai,  the  leading  politicians  pre- 
sent being  Viscount  Tani,  Baron  Date,  Messrs. 
Kusumoto  Masataka,  Furusho  Kamon,  Takata 
Sanaye,  Abei  Hankon,  etc.  It  is  said  that  a 
thousand  people  were  present.  The  resolutions 
adopted  were  of  the  usual  stereotyped  character, 
the  vindication  of  the  country's  sovereign  rights 
— the  enhancing  of  its  prestige,  and  other  noble 
sentiments  forming  the  bases  of  the  meeting's 
manifesto.  Tacked  on  of  course  like,  the  post- 
script to  a  lady's  letter,  was  a  resolution  embody- 
ing the  real  object  of  the  agitators,  namely,  the 
establishment  of  Party  Cabinets.  After  the 
meeting  Mr.  Kusumoto  Masataka  delivered  a 
lecture  explaining  what  he  and  his  party  mean 
by  a  strong  foreign  policy.  We  have  read  a 
/ra-Zfof  this  lectureas  published  by  the  vernacular 
press,  but  we  remain  as  far  from  understand- 
ing Mr.  Kusumoto  as  ever.  We  shall  not  at- 
tempt therefore  to  involve  our  readers  in  like 
perplexity. 

the  seamen's  mission. 
A  most  successful  entertainment  was  given  on 
Thursday  evening  at  the  Seamen's  Mission  when 
several  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  community 
contributed  to  a  programme  full  of  popular 
items.  From  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three 
hundred  persons  were  present,  including  Ad- 
miral Sir  Ed.  Fremantle,  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Bickerstelh,  a  number  of  officers  of  the  fleet, 
and  some  captains  and  officers  of  the  mer- 
cantile marine.  The  Admiral  briefly  opened  the 
proceedings  in  a  speech  which  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  mission.  Later  in  the 
evening  he  spoke  again  and  made  incidental 
reference  to  a  visit  he  had  paid  the  previous  day 
in  company  with  a  lady  well  acquainted  with 
similiar  work  in  other  places.  They  were  both 
surprised  and  pleased  with  all  they  saw,  and 
especially  with  the  very  large  number  of  papers 


and  periodicals  with  which  the  rooms  were 
supplied.  He  thought  the  mission  reflected 
the  highest  credit  on  the  Chaplain  and  his 
wife.  Bishop  Bickersteth  having  moved  a  gene- 
ral vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  the  per- 
formers, Admiral  Femantle  called  for  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Rev. and  Mrs.  Austen.  This 
was  enthusiastically  given  and  the  gathering 
dispersed.  The  following  was  the  programme  : 
Selection,  The  Band  of  H.M.F.S.  Centurion ; 
Pianoforte  Solo,  Valse  (Durand),  Miss  Mendel- 
son  ;  Solo,  "Mistress  Prue "  (Molloy),  Miss 
Bloxham  ;  Recitation,  "  Herve  Riel  "  (Robert 
Browning),  Mrs.  G.  E.  Rice;  Duett,  "The 
Magic  Lantern  "  (Gabussi),  Mrs.  W.  W.  Camp- 
bell and  Miss  Rice ;  Solo,  "  My  Lady's  Bower  " 
(Hope  Temple),  Mrs.  F.  Herb ;  Selections, 
(Interval,  10  minutes)  The  Band  •  Duett, 
"Valse  Brilliante"  (Mostzkowski),  Mrs.  O.  A. 
Poole  and  Miss  Wheeler;  Solo,  "Should  he 
upbraid"  (Bishop),  Mrs.  W.  W.  Campbell; 
Recitation,  Mrs.  Hubbard;  Pianoforte  Solo, 
"The  March  of  the  Men  of  Harlech"  (Arrang- 
ed by  W.  Layland),  Miss  Griffin  ;  Solo,  "  Stella 
Confidente"  (Kobaudi),  Mrs.  F.  Herb  ;  "  God 
Save  the  Queen,"  The  Band. 


PEARL  HARBOUR. 

The  surveys  made  by  Admiral  Irwin  at  Pearl 
Harbour  in  Hawaii  have  established  the  ex- 
istence of  a  state  of  affairs  very  much  more 
favourable  than  was  first-anticipated.  In  order 
to  render  the  harbour  accessible  to  large  ships, 
a  bar  of  considerable  extent  has  to  be  removed. 
This  bar  was  originally  supposed  to  be  of  solid 
coral,  and  its  removal  would,  on  that  hypothesis, 
have  involved  labour  costing  something  like  a 
million  dollars.  But  more  careful  exami- 
nation shows  that  the  coral  formation  does  not 
constitute  more  than  a  mere  shell ,  and  that 
the  clearing  away  of  the  bar  will  probably  be 
effected  at  an  outlay  of  some  $75,000.  The 
harbour  will  be  magnificent. 

s.  Andrew's  church,  shiba. 
A  meeting  of  the  English  residents  in  Tokyo 
was  held  at  St.  Andrew's  House  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  at  5  o'clock  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  with  regard  to  the 
damage  done  by  the  earthquake  to  St.  Andrew's 
Church.  Bishop  Bickersteth  took  the  chair, 
supported  by  Mr.  R.  Paget,  H.B.M.'s  Charge 
d  Affaires,  and  there  were  present,  beside  the 
clergy,  Messrs.  Cox,  Kirkwood,  Forshaw,  Stone, 
T.  James,  Pownall,  Conder,  Thompson,  and 
Gemmill.  A  very  interesting  discussion  took 
place,  after  which  it  was  decided  to  adjourn  for 
a  week  to  allow  of  further  professional  advice 
being  procured.  The  adjourned  meeting  will  be 
held  next  Wednesday  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

THE  WOUNDED   AT  THE  JIZBNKAI  HOSPITAL. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  five  of  the  wounded 
in  the  disaster  at  No.  258  have  so  far  recovered 
that  they  have  been  discharged  from  hospital. 
The  case  of  trephining  is  expected  to  turn  out 
successfully  as  the  patient  is  rapidly  improving. 
The  woman  who  sustained  a  compound  fracture 
of  her  leg  below  the  knee  is  not  progressing 
very  favourably.  She  objects  to  amputation  ; 
but  the  flesh  has  been  so  severely  crushed  and 
lacerated  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  heal  without 
having  recourse  to  amputation.  Dr.  Rokkaku 
is  deferring  as  far  as  possible  to  the  poor 
woman's  wishes. 

FUNERAL  OF  MR.  MAaCK. 

The  mortal  remains  of  Mr.  John  Maack,  for 
over  25  years  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of 
Messrs.  H.  Ahrens  &  Co., — and  a  resident  of 
the  East  for  upwards  of  30  years — were  interred 
in  Yokohama  Cemetery  on  Monday  afternoon 
amid  many  expressions  of  esteem  and  well-won 
regard.  Dr.  Chriestlieb  officiated  at  the  German 
Hospital  ere  the  bier  was  removed  and  also  at 
the  grave-side.  The  coffin  was  shrouded  in 
beautiful  wreaths  sent  by  intimate  friends. 

THE  SILK  INDUSTRY   IN  ITALY. 

The  Official  Gazette  prints  a  telegram  dispatched 
by  Mr.  Yamada,  Japanese  Acting-Consul  at 
Lyons,  on  the  22nd  inst.  and  received  by  the 
Agricultural  and  Commercial  Department,  which 
states  that  the  cocoon  harvest  in  Italy  this  year 
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shows  a  slight  decrease  against  that  of  last  year. 
The  quotations  of  Italian  cocoons  are  nearly 
equal  to  the  prices  prevailing  In  France. 

A  THIRD  METROPOLITAN  NEWS  AGENCY. 

Although  of  comparatively  recent  date,  the 
Tokyo  News  Agency  is  the  oldest  of  such  in- 
stitutions in  the  capital ;  the  oldest  and  po- 
pularly supposed  to  be  the  most  trustworthy.^  A 
little  more  than  two  years  ago  the  Teikoku  Tsu- 
shin-sha  was  established  by  the  amalgamation 
of  two  or  three  petty  and  until  then  rival  con- 
cerns.   Mr.  Nakashima  Shinichi,  a  man  of 
good  antecedents  but  deplorably  deficient  in 
the   sense  of  commercial  honour — as  some 
Yokohama  firms  can  testify— was  for  about  one 
year  President  of  the  Company.    Despite  his 
subsequent  defection,  the  Imperial  News  Agency 
has  prospered  as  it  deserves.  And  now  we  have 
a  third  rival  establishment  in  the  Nai-gwai 
Tsushin-sha,  a  large  new  agency  started  last 
month  by  that  progressive  and  indefatigable 
firm  the  Hakubun-kwan.    There  never  was  a 
shrewder  man  of  business  than  Mr.  Ohashi, 
the  head  of  this  great  publishing  house,  and 
it  is  very  easy  to  foresee   that  this  latest 
news  agency  will  soon  supplant  the  other  two 
in  the  public  favour.    It  is,  however,  an  ex- 
cellent indication  of  the  rapid  growth  of  journal- 
ism in  Japan  when  we  find  three  large  agencies 
of  this  description  in  one  and  the  same  city. 

THE  MOTOMACHI  RELIEF  FUNDS. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  cheque 
for  $50  from  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co. 
and  $10  from  O.T.M.,  as  a  donation  towards 
the  Motomachi  Relief  Funds. 

* 

Mr.  G.  W.  Bramhall  acknowledges  the  follow- 
ing additional  subscriptions  : — Union  Church 
—(Sunday  Collection)  $61.11;  "  B,"  $25;  J. 
R.  Merian  and  Co.,  $20;  Yokohama-Juvenile 
Tonic  Sol-fa  Society,  $25;F.B.,  $20;  Mrs.  E 
S.  Patton,  $5— Total  to  date,  $946.11. 

A  CORRECTION. 

In  our  account  of  the  No  performance  organiz 
ed  by  Prince  Ikeda  Shigemasa  in  honour  of 
Madame  Minnie  Hauk  von  Wartegg,  we  stated 
that  M.  and  Madame  von  Wartegg  were  the 
only  Europeans  present.  We  should  have  ad- 
ded the  name  of  M.  Braccialini,  to  whom  our 
apologies  are  now  due  for  the  omission. 

JAPAN  AND  THE  LATE   M.  CARNOT. 

It  is  gazetted  that  Mr.  Sone  Arasuke,  Japanese 
Minister  to  France,  has  been  commissioned  by 
the  Japanese  Government  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  late  M.  Camot  as  a  Special  Ambassador. 
H.M.  the  Emperor  has  also  wired  a  message 
of  condolence  to  the  French  Government. 


JAPANESE  CHRISTIANS  AS  PRO- 
PAGANDISTS. 


SUSPENSION  OF  NEWSPAPERS. 

The  Yomiuri  Shimbun,  the  Nippon  and  the 
Shin-choya  have  all  been  suspended  for  pub- 
lishing a  document  compiled  by  Prince  Konoye 
and  others  with  reference  to  the  last  dissolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


EXPLOSION  AT  A  POWDER-MILL. 

On  the  27th  instant  at  9  a.m.,  an  explosion  oc 
curred  in  the  Army  Department's  Gunpowder 
Factory,  at  Itabashi.    Two  deaths  resulted  and 
much  confusion  prevailed.    Particulars  are  not 
yet  published. 


THE  NEW  FRENCH  PRESIDENT, 


A  telegram  was  received  by  the  French  Con- 
sulate at  6.15  p.m.  on  Thursday,  from  the  Lega- 
tion in  Tokyo,  announcing  that  M.  Casimir- 
Perier  had  been  elected  President  of  the  French 
Republic. 

As  the  funeral  of  the  late  President,  M. 
Camot,  takes  place  on  Sunday,  July  1st,  a 
solemn  requiem  mass  will  be  celebrated  at  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Tsukiji,  Tokyo. 

The  official  period  of  mourning  for  the  de- 
ceased will  be  thirty  days,  beginning  on  the 
25th  June. 


"  No  longer  any  need  of  foreign  missionaries" 
is  a  cry  becoming  more  and  more  prevalent 
among  Japanese  Christians.    The  Jogaku  Zas- 
shi (Woman's  Magazine)  advances  a  step  further 
and  thinks  that  the  time  has  come  for  its  country- 
men to  go  forth  as  missionaries  to  the  neighbour- 
ing continent.  The  immediate  occasion  evoking 
the  Tokyo  periodical's  article  is  the  Conference 
of  the  Christian  Churches  in  Japan  to  be  held 
some  time  in  the  month  of  July.    There  being 
a  rumour  that  dissensions  threaten,  it  will  be 
part  of  the  business  of  the  Conference  to  see 
to  the  settlement  of  the  disputes.  Another 
matter  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Conference 
is  directed  is  that  measures  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered for  rousing  the  desponding  spirit  of  the 
nation.    But  the  question  which  of  all  questions 
the  Jogaku  desires  the  Conference  to  discuss  is 
that  of  despatching  Japanese  missionaries  to  the 
countries  on  the  continent,  especially  Korea, 
China,  and  India.    The  conversion  of  these  peo- 
ples to  the  religion  of  Christ  is  a  task  that  can  be 
accomplished  by  the  Japanese  alone.     Even  a 
people  so  liberal,  so  quick  in  intelligence,  and 
so  noted  for  adaptability,  as  the  Japanese,  have 
been   long   dissatisfied    with  the  efforts  of 
the  English   and  American  missionaries  to 
transplant  Christianity  into  Japan  in  the  form 
in  which  it  is  found  in  their  own  countries. 
"  How  could  such  a  method  succeed  in  the 
homes  of  Buddhism  and  Confucianism  ?"  Why 
are  the  Japanese  better    qualified   for  the 
task  ?     The    explanation   is    simple.  The 
Japanese    have    absorbed    and  harmonized 
the   three  religions  of    Shakya,  Confucius, 
and  Christ.     The  Jogaku  even  claims  that 
the  Japanese  have  succeeded  better  than  any 
other  nation  in  discovering  and  imbibing  the 
true  essence  of  each  of  these  three  creeds. 
Hence,  the  Japanese  alone  can  present  Christi- 
anity to  the  Indians,  Chinese,  and  Koreans  in 
such  a  form  that  those  people  will  appreciate 
and  accept  it.    What  the  Japanese  now  lack  is 
the  money  required  for  such  an  undertaking. 
European  and  American  Christians  contribute 
large   sums   for  missionary  work  in  Japan. 
But  there  is  not,  in  the  Tokyo  journal's  opinion, 
much  necessity   for    foreign  missionaries  in 
Japan  ;  the  work  can  be  done  by  Japanese  at 
least  equally  well.    Neither  are  the  Japanese 
pleased  with  the  idea  that  their  country  should 
be  a  field  for  foreign  missionary  labour.  Con- 
sequently, the  foreign  missionary  societies  are 
advised  to  place  the  money  now  devoted  to 
missionary  work  in  Japan  at  the  disposal  of 
Japanese  propagandists  who  will  go  to  convert 
the  nations  of  the  Asiatic  Contiment.    It  is  not 
a  shame  for  Japanese  Christians  tosolicit  pecuni- 
ary assistance  from  their  sympathizers  in  Europe 
and  America  for  the  purpose  of  converting  other 
nations.    Of  course  the  task  of  raising  funds 
should  be  commenced   among   the  Japan- 
ese, but  appeals  will  have  to  be  made  to  the 
Missionary  Societies  in  Europe  and  America. 
Several  Japanese   Christians   have  collected 
subscriptions  abroad  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
pagating their  religion  in  this  countrv.  Exactly 
how  they  managed  to  move  the  foreign  public, 
the    Jogaku    does    not    profess    to  know, 
but  is  persuaded  that  they  dwelt  upon  the 
vices    and    defects    of    their  countrymen 
Such     conduct    would    be     impossible  to 
men  who  really  love  their  country.     But  the 
case  is  very  different  when  subscriptions  are 
asked  for  work  to  be  done  in  Korea,  China, 
and  India.     The  attention  of   the  Japanese 
Christian  is  called  to  the  history  of  the  Kaigan 
Church   at   Yokohama,   the   first  Protestant 
church  ever  built  in  Japan.     It  was  erected 
with  money  contributed  by  Hawaiians,  a  people 
who,  half  a  century  before,  had  been  cannibals, 
but  who,  when  once  they  were  admitted  into 
the  bosom  of  church,  recognised  the  duty  of 
taking    steps    for    the   propagation    of  the 
creed  in  foreign  lands.  "  Shame  to  you  Chris 
tians  of  Japan,"  says  the  Jogaku  in  conclusion, 
"  it  is  time  for  you  to  awaken  to  a  sense  of  ycur 
mission." 


KOREAN  AFFAIRS. 

 ♦      ■  1 

The  report  that  a  large  Chinese  force  entered 
Korea  by  way  of  Wi-ju  has  been  found  to 
be  without  any  foundation.  It  seems  certain, 
however,  that  China  has  decided  to  send  rein- 
forcements to  Korea.  The  Nichi  Nichi  states 
that  it  has  received  the  following  telegram  from 
its  Tientsin  correspondent,  dated  June  21st, 
4.30  p.m.  :— 

"The  Viceroy  Li,  deeming  it  necessary  to 
send  re-inforcements  to  Korea,  has  issued  orders 
for  the  despatch  of  5,000  troops  from  the  army 
recently  inspected  by  him.  The  troop9  have 
not  yet  reached  here,  owing  to  the  insufficiency 
of  transports." 

The  alleged  recovery  of  Chou-ju  by  the  Go- 
vernment  troops  is   confirmed    by  Japanese 
correspondents.    A   letter  published   by  the 
Nichi  Nichi,  dated  Soul  15th  instant,  is  most 
minute  on  this  topic.    At  the  time  of  the  fall  of 
that  important  stronghold  on  the  31st  of  May, 
the  Government  troops  retired  as  far  as  Kong-ju 
and  waited  for  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  from 
the  capital.  Seven  hundred  reinforcements  having 
arrived,  the  troops  marched  against  the  rebels  at 
Chou-ju  on  the  6th  instant.  Fighting  took  place 
both  on  that  day  and  on  the  following.  Ultimate- 
ly the  rebels  are  said  to  have  been  completely 
defeated  with  heavy  loss,  namely  300  killed  and 
70  captured.    The  captives  were  instantly  put  to 
death,  the  flying  rebels  being  hotly  pursued, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  as  many  as  500  were 
slaughtered  in  this  way.    Among  these  are  said 
to  have  been  two  youthful  leaders  of  the  rebels, 
aged  14  and  15.    The  defeated  insurgents  are 
reported  to  have  fallen  back  upon  Kim-je,  a 
prefectural  town  in  the  province  of  Chol-la-do. 
These  reports,  however,  are  not  perfectly  ac- 
curate ;  they  seem  to  have  emanated  from  official 
sources  in  Soul.    Butthere  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
about  the  recovery  of  Chou-ju. 

The  former  Governor  of  Chol-la-do,  Kim 
Bungen,  has  been  sentenced  to  banishment  to  an 
island  on  account  of  deserting  his  official  post. 

On  Saturday  evening  last,  the  streets  of 
Tokyo  resounded  with  cries  of  Gdgai,  gdgai. 
Newsvendors  hurried  in  every  direction,  offer- 
ing for  sale  "Extras"  issued  by  the  leading 
journals  of  the  capital.    The  Asahi's,  as  usual, 
was  the  first  to  come  to  hand.     We  reproduce 
the  gist  of  what  these  extras  contained.  On 
the  22nd  instant,  a  Cabinet  Council  was  held 
in  the  presence  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor. 
The  Council  was  attended  by  all  the  Ministers 
of  State,  except  Count  Inouye — who,  by  the 
way,  was  to  return  to  the  capital  on  Sunday  last 
and  at  once  resume  his  official  duties — as  well 
as  by  Their  Imperial  Highnesses  Prince  Arisu- 
gawa,  Chief  of  the  General  Staff,  Prince  Komatsu, 
Commander  of  the  Imperial  Guards,  General 
Count  Yamagata,  President  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil,  Lieutenant-General  Kawakami,  Assistant 
Chief  of  the  General  Staff,  Vice-Admiral  Naka- 
muda,  Chief  j)t  the  Command  Department  in 
the  Navy,  and  Count  Matsukata,  ex-Minister 
President  of  State.     The  subject  of  discus- 
sion, of  course,  related  to  the  Korean  ques- 
tion, but  nothing  is  known  about  the  special 
circumstance,  or  circumstances,  that  led  to  such 
an  unusual  conference.    The  Asahi,  however, 
hints  that  the  results  of  the  decision  arrived  at  in 
the  Council  of  the  22nd  instant  will  shake  the 
whole  East. 

China,  it  is  stated,  is  busily  making  prepara- 
tions for  war.  According  to  information  claimed 
to  be  trustworthy,  it  is  reported  that  the  transfer 
of  the  China  Merchants  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany's vessels  to  the  German  flag  has  already 
been  arranged.  Moreover,  a  telegram,  said  to 
have  been  received  from  Chefoo  on  the  22nd 
instant,  announces  that  6,000  troops  have  left 
for  Korea,  and  that  they  are  destined  for  Soul. 
There  appears  to  be  little  question  that  China  has 
sent  re-inforcements,  but  opinions  differ  as  to 
their  strength,  the  Nichi  Nichi' s  telegram  put- 
ting it  at  8,500.  From  the  active  efforts  China  is 
now  making  to  increase  her  forces  in  Korea,  our 
contemporary  unhesitatingly  infers  the  nature  of 
the  reply  which  the  Japanese  Government  has 
made  to  China  in  response  to  the  latter's  re- 
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peated  demands  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Japanese  troops  from  the  peninsula.  "  Now 
that,''  states  the  same  paper  in  another  note, 
"both  Japan  and  China,  instead  of  withdrawing 
their  troops  from  Korea,  are  bent  on  increasing 
the  strength  of  their  respective  forces,  it  must  be 
expected  that,  if  a  collision  once  take  place  be- 
tween the  two  armies,  it  will  lead  to  a  disastrous 
war.  At  all  events,  we  must  conclude  that  of 
late  the  situation  has  entered  on  a  critical  stage." 

The  Tokyo  papers  publish  a  rumour  that  Eng- 
land has  promised,  or  offered,  to  support  China 
in  the  event  of  complications  in  Korea,  in  return 
for  China's  acquiescence  in  her  occupation  of 
Port  Hamilton.  An  absurd  canard,  of  course. 
If  England  wants  Port  Hamilton,  she  will  take 
it  without  any  embarrassing  pourparlers. 

Concerning  the  alleged  presence  of  Japanese 
in  the  rebel  camp,  the  Niroku  Shimpo's  cor- 
respondent, Mr.  Akiyama  Teisuke,  professes 
to  obtained  trustworthy  information.  He 
says  that  two  out  of  the  nine  leaders  of  the 
rebels  are  Japanese.  They  carefully  conceal 
their  nationality,  however,  so  that  even  the  rest 
of  the  Japanese  in  the  rebel  camps  do  not  know 
these  leaders  to  be  their  own  countrymen.  It 
is  also  stated  that  a  few  Japanese  loo-yen  bank 
notes  have  been  picked  up  at  places  evacuated 
by  the  rebels.  The  same  correspondent  men- 
tions a  rumour  that  a  large  number  of  Russians 
have  entered  the  provinces  of  Ham-gyong-do 
and  Kang-won-do.  We  {Japan  Mail)  do  not 
believe  it.  That  is  not  Russia's  game.  He 
further  states  that  Chinese  troops  are  gradually 
marching  in  the  direction  of  Soul.  They 
seem  to  have  already  reached  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  city  at  the  date  of  the  correspondence 
(June  15th),  for  it  is  mentioned  that  the 
Chinese  Commander  asked  the  Korean  Go 
vernment's  leave  to  hold  manoeuvres  at  Hwa 
Song,  an  elevated  place  overlooking  the  Korean 
Capital.  The  Korean  Government  is  said  to 
have  refused  the  application.  The  collision 
between  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  forces  in 
1884  took  place  three  days  after  similar  manceu 
vres  had  been  performed  by  the  latter  at  the 
same  place.  Hence  the  Soul  authorities  seem 
to  fear  that  a  like  catastrophe  might  again 
ensue,  should  China's  application  be  granted. 

Concerning  Mr.  Otori,  the  Japanese  Minister 
to  Korea,  an  interesting  story  is  told.  In  1868 
he  collected  a  small  army  composed  of  follow- 
ers of  the  Tokugawa  house,  and  made  a  resolute 
stand  against  the  Imperial  forces  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Utsunomiya.  For  a  time  the  little 
army  under  his  command  held  its  ground 
against  the  advancing  foes,  achieving  several 
brilliant  successes.  But  it  could  not  long  main- 
tain its  position  in  the  face  of  the  superior  num- 
bers of  the  Imperialists,  and  when  all  hope  was 
over,  Mr.  Otori  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  him- 
self by  committing  harakiri.  The  leather  belt 
worn  by  him  on  that  memorable  occasion  has 
been  preserved  ever  since  in  his  family  as  a  me- 
mento of  those  eventful  days.  It  is  now  stated 
that  when  he  left  for  Korea  on  board  the  Yaye- 
yama  Kan,  he  wore  this  leather  belt  round 
his  waist.  People  infer  that  the  old  spirit  of 
combat  has  again  been  roused  in  his  breast. 
Very  likely.  What  Japanese  breast  is  without 
it  at  present,  we  should  like  to  know. 

An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil was  held  on  Saturday  last,  and  was  attended 
by  all  the  Privy  Councillors,  not  excepting  even 
Count  Katsu  and  Count  Soyejima,  both  of  whom 
had  been  confined  to  bed  for  some  time.  It  is 
reported  that  the  opinion  of  the  Privy  Council 
had  been  sought  by  the  Emperor  on  some 
urgent  matter.  The  general  belief  is  that  the 
conference  related  to  the  Korean  affair. 

The  Koreans  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fusan 
are  said  to  be  pleased  with  the  arrival  of  the 
Japanese  troops.  In  case  of  danger  they  intend 
to  come  to  the  Japanese  Settlement  and  solicit 
the  protection  of  the  troops. 

The  Niroku  Shimpo's  Fusan  Correspondent, 
Mr.  Adachi  Kuro,  recently  made  a  trip  toChin- 
ju  in  Kyong-sang-do.  That  district  had  been 
believed  to  be  a  seat  of  the  rebels,  but  Mr. 
Adachi  found  no  rebels  there.  He  learned, 
however,  some  important  news,  which  at  once 
induced  him  to  turn  to  Fusan.    He  does  not 


state  what  the  news  was,  but  from  the  con- 
text of  his  letter,  it  appears  that  it  related  to  the 
movements  of  his  compatriots  in  the  interior. 
He  alleges  that  a  certain  Japanese  left  Fusan 
on  the  1 8th  instant  for  the  interior,  accompanied 
by  several  followers.  Their  supposed  object  is 
to  assist  the  Korean  rebels  in  the  defence  of 
the  celebrated  pass  of  Cho-ryong.  Mr.  Tanaka 
Jiro,  who  for  the  last  few  weeks  figured  in  Japan- 
ese papers  as  a  rebel  leader,  seems  to  have 
been  all  the  while  staying  at  Fusan.  We  are, 
however,  informed  by  the  Niroku  Shimpo's  cor- 
respondent that  he  was  one  of  the  Japanese  who 
left  Fusan  on  the  18th  instant  for  Chung- 
chhong-do,  where  a  large  number  of  Japanese 
are  believed  to  be  mustering  from  the  different 
open  ports. 

Mr.  Kim,  Korean  Minister  to  Japan,  proposes 
returning  home  to  inform  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment of  the  policy  of  Japan  in  connection  with 
Korean  Affairs.  The  Minister  visited  Mr.  Mutsu, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  23rd  on 
business  connected  with  his  return. 

The  report  that  the  Chinese  Government 
ordered  the  telegraph  authorities  to  accept  no 
telegram  from  Japanese  residents,  has  been 
found  to  be  without  foundation.  Telegram 
continue  to  be  transmitted  to  Japan  by  Japanese 
both  in  Korea  and  China.  But  provoking  de 
lays  always  attend  the  transmission  of  messages 
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over  the  Chinese  lines.    The  average  length 
time  now  required  for  sending  a  telegram  from 
Tokyo  to  Soul  by  the  Wiju  line  is  said  to  be  not 
less  than  thirty  hours.    We  even  learn  that 
certain  newspaper  office  in  Tokyo  received  on 
Saturday  last  a  telegram  dated  Soul,  June  17 — an 
interval  of  nearly  a  week.    Under  the  circum 
stances,  it  is  but  natural  that  loud  complaints 
should  be  uttered  by  the  Japanese  press  against 
the  Chinese  telegraph  authorities. 

Grave  fears  seem  to  be  entertained  by  some 
Japanese  papers  that,  in  the  event  of  war, 
Japan  will  be  seriously  handicapped  in  matters 
of  telegraphic  communication.    But  we  under 
stand  that  ample  preparations  have  been  made 
by   the   Military  authorities  to  provide  tele- 
graphic facilities  should  hostilities  break  out 
Meanwhile,  it   is   stated  that   the  steamship 
Sumidagawa  Maru  has  been  told  off  as  a  re 
gular  mail  ship  between  In-chhon  and  Fusan. 
By  the  maintenance  of  mail  ships  between  the 
two  places  at  regular  intervals,  Japanese  in  In 
chhon   will  be  enabled   to   send  telegraphic 
messages  home  more  quickly  and  at  the  same 
time  more  safely  than  over  the  Chinese  line. 

Letters  from  Korea  published  in  the  vernacu- 
lar press  are  contradictory  of  each  other,  and 
the  more  we  read  them  the  greater  is  our  con- 
fusion and  bewilderment.    The  correspondents 
are  not  primarily  to  blame,  for  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  they  are  in  a  country  entirely 
devoid  of  the  ordinary  mechanism  for  collect- 
ing and  disseminating  trustworthy  information. 
Some  say,  for  instance,  that  the  alleged  recovery 
of  Chon-ju  by  the  Government  troops  is  a 
fact,  while  the  story  is  positively  declared  by 
others   to  be  without   foundation.     One  of 
the  latter  is  the  Nippon's  Soul  correspondent, 
whose  version  of  the  affair  is  as  follows  : — 
On   the   16th   instant,   six   of  the  Govern- 
ment soldiers,  who  had  been  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Pai-san,  came  up  to  Soul  to  get  their 
wounds   dressed    by   a  7aPanese  physician. 
These  soldiers  are  said  to  have  told  the  Japan- 
ese doctor  that  the  stronghold  of  Chon-ju  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  who  defend  it  so 
bravely  that  the  beseiging  troops  dare  not  ap- 
proach the  castle.    The  so-called  slaughter  of 
several  hundred  rebels  is  stated  to  be  in  reality 
the  inhuman  butchery  of  so  many  innocent  in- 
habitants of  the  district  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
manufacturing  a  brave-looking  report  to  the 
Government  in  Soul.    This  story  appears  to  be 
too  cruel  and  inhuman  even  for  Koreans.  An- 
other  and  more  probable  story  is  this: — A 
large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Chon-ju  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  castle.    The  siege  of  the 
place  having  become  daily  closer,  these  people 
naturally  grew   alarmed  and  many  of  them, 
attempting  to  escape  from  the  garrison,  were 
shot  by  the  besieging  army.    Confusion  from 
this  source  became  so  great  that  the  rebel 


leaders  began  to  think  it  advisable  to  get  rid  of 
these  folks  altogether.  So  they  issued  orders 
that  such  inhabitants  as  might  desire  to  leave 
the  castle  should  assemble  and  form  themselves 
into  a  compact  column.  Several  hundreds 
came  together  and  did  as  they  were  bid.  They 
were  led  out  of  the  castle  at  the  head  of  a  party 
of  rebel  soldiers.  As  soon  as  they  made  their 
appearance  outside  the  stronghold,  the  besieg- 
ing forces  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  when  the 
last  of  the  deceived  citizens  was  beyond  the 
wall,  the  gate  was  shut  upon  them.  Thus  left 
to  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Government  troops, 
they  were  all  shot  down.  This  affair  is  said  to 
have  been  magnified  into  a  brilliant  victory  over 
the  rebels.  The  latter,  however,  perceiving  the 
impossibility  of  defending  the  place  any  longer, 
are  stated  to  have  quietly  left  the  stronghold 
abandoning  it  to  the  easy  occupation  of  the  be- 
seigers.  Evidently  there  is  great  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  the  Japanese  press  and  its  corres- 
pondents to  acknowledge  a  defeat  of  the  rebels. 

The  Japanese  troops  in  Soul  are  said  to  be 
for  the  most  part  quartered  in  the  houses  of 
Japanese  residents  in  the  settlement.  But 
parties  of  them  are  stationed  at  important  strate- 
gical points  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Capital,  such 
as  Namsan,  Hwa-s6ng  and  so  forth.  Small 
detachments  are  also  posted  at  several  import- 
ant points  between  Soul  and  In-chhon,  such  as 
O-ri-dong,  Sam-ho,  Yong-san,  and  Yang-hwa- 
Chin.  It  has  further  been  telegraphed  that 
Kukom-san,  about  midway  between  Soul  and  In- 
chhon,  has  been  occupied  by  Japanese  troops. 

The  Nippon's  Soul  correspondent,  writing 
under  date  of  June  16,  says  that  about  15,000  of 
the  Chinese  troops  stationed  at  A-san  had  begun 
to  March  in  the  direction  of  the  capital,  and 
that,  at  the  time  of  despatching  his  letter,  they 
were  said  to  have  reached  Nam-yang,  a  sea  port 
to  the  south  of  In-chhon  about  fifty  miles  from 
Soul. 

Various  absurd  rumours  are  circulated  in  the 
capital  about  the  Korean  affair.  It  is  stated, 
for  example,  that  the  Korean  King  has  been 
carried  off  by  the  Chinese  to  Phyong-yang, 
where  great  efforts  are  being  made  to  fortify  the 
place  ;  that  a  Chinese  fleet  has  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tai-dong-gang  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  troops  on  board  destined  for  Phyong- 
yang  ;  that  the  Japanese  Minister  has  evacuated 
Soul ;  and  that  a  collision  has  taken  place  be- 
tween Japanese  and  Chinese  marines  at  In- 
chhon.  So  far  as  we  can  learn,  none  of 
these  reports  has  any  foundation  whatever. 
It  is  also  reported  by  several  papers  that 
Lieutenant-General  Yamaji,  Commander  of 
the  Tokyo  Garrison,  recently  left  Tokyo  in 
the  dead  of  night  for  Korea,  at  the  head  of  a 
few  battalions.  The  truth  is  that  he  is  at  Kisa- 
razu,  in  Shimosa,  superintending  the  manoeu- 
vres of  the  troops. 

Various  estimates  have  been  published  about 
the  strength  of  the  Chinese  troops  at  A-san. 
The  Nichi  Nichi  states  that,  according  to  the 
latest  and  most  trustworthy  information,  the 
exact  number  is  2,500.  As  for  the  despatch  of 
einforcements,  preparations  are  said  to  have 
been  made  for  sending  about  5,000  troops,  but, 
according  to  our  contemporary's  information, 
no  portion  of  this  second  draft  has  as  yet  left  the 
Chinese  shore.  It  thus  seems  that  the  telegrams 
said  to  have  been  received  from  Tientsin  relating 
to  the  departure  of  a  part  (some  say  200,  others 
400)  of  these  troops  for  Korea  were  not  trust- 
worthy. Neither  is  there  any  truth  in  the  rumour 
that  the  Chinese  troops  at  A-san  are  moving  in 
the  direction  of  Soul.  A"  In-chhon  telegram 
received  by  the  Jiji  Shirhpo  on  the  25th  instant 
declares  that  the  Chinese  force  is  still  encamped 
at  A-san. 

It  is  believed  by  the  Jiji  Shimpo  and  several 
other  papers  that  troops  to  be  hereafter  sent  by 
China  to.  Korea  will  proceed  to  Phyong-yang, 
an  important  strategical  point  on  the  Tai-dong- 
gang,  and  a  very  convenient  place  as  a  basis  of 
operations  for  the  Chinese  troops.  It  was  at 
this  place  that,  at  the  time  of  Hideyoshi's  in- 
vasion, the  celebrated  General  Konishi  Yuki- 
naga  was  defeated  by  the  Chinese.  Phyong- 
yang  is  about  no  miles  from  Soul. 
The  three  Chinese  war-ships,  which  arrived 
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at  In-chhon  on  the  22nd  Instant,  and  were  er- 
roneously supposed  lo  be  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Ting,  left  that  port  on  the  24th. 
According  to  a  telegram  received  in  Tokyo,  the 
Chinese  officer  in  command  of  these  ships,  a 
Vice-Admiral,  is  stated  to  have  called  on  a  cer- 
tain Japanese  officer  and  held  a  long  conversa- 
tion with  him.  The  former  is  said  to  have 
expressed  strong  disapprobation  of  a  rupture 
between  the  two  countries  at  the  present  junc- 
ture, and  to  have  avowed  an  ardent  desire  to 
pay  a  visit  to  Japan.  These  Chinese  men-of- 
war  left  In-chhon  on  the  24th  instant. 

A  telegram,  dated  In-chhon  June  24th,  an- 
nounces the  arrival  of  four  Chinese  war-ships 
on  the  evening  of  that  day.  These  vessels  seem 
to  be  different  from  those  that  left  the  port  on 
the  same  day.  One  of  them  is  said  to  have  a 
tonnage  of  15,003  tons  (obviously  absurd),  and 
the  two  others  of  3,500  tons  each.  They  were 
believed  to  have  6,000  soldiers  on  board.  Five 
or  six  transports  arriving  under  the  escort  of 
these  war-ships,  are  reported  to  have  resumed 
their  voyage  without  casting  anchor  in  the 
harbour.    Their  destination  was  not  known. 

The  Chinese  Consul  at  Kobe,  according 
to  a  telegram  published  in  the  Chu-o  Shim- 
bun,  assembled  the  merchants  of  his  country 
and  told  them  that  they  must  be  prepared  for 
an  order  to  leave  for  home  at  any  time. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Takashima  Kayemon  has 
prophesied  the  future  course  of  events.  For 
several  days  past  he  is  said  to  have  been  per- 
forming purificatory  rites  in  his  villa  at  Kana- 
gawa,  a  preparation  he  never  omits  when  about 
to  consult  the  oracle  of  divination.  The  indi- 
cation of  hi&oracle  is  that  more  or  less  bloodshed 
is  inevitable,  but  that,  before  hostilities  become 
general,  the  complication  will  be  amicably  settled 
through  the  mediation  of  a  third  Power.  On  the 
whole,  China,  he  thinks,  will  act  on  the  offensive 
According  to  a  telegram  sent  to  the  Nichi 
Nichi  from  Soul,  under  date  June  26th,  p.m., 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  last  received  by 
our  contemporary  previous  to  the  present  inter- 
ruption of  the  line,  500  Chinese  troops  and  10 
horses  arrived  off  A-san  on  the  25th  instant 
and  were  at  once  landed.  The  same  telegram 
adds  that  further  reinforcements  are  expected  to 
arrive  soon  from  China. 

Ming  Ei-shun,  the  Korean  statesman  primarily 
responsible  for  the  despatch  of  Chinese  troops 
to  Korea,  is  reported  to  have  been  dismissed 
from  office.  His  removal  had  for  some  time 
been  regarded  as  inevitable,  and  the  increasing 
gravity  of  the  situation  seems  to  have  finally  in- 
duced the  Soul  Government  to  take  a  conclu- 
sive step.  A  correspondent  of  the  Asahi  Shim- 
bun,  writing  from  Soul  under  date  of  the  19th 
instant,  says  that  the  European  as  well  as  the 
Chinese  residents  of  Soul  have  fled  to  In-chhon, 
and  that  the  Chinese  Resident's  offer  to  subdue 
the  Togaku-to  has  been  rejected  by  the  Korean 
Government. 

Concerning  the  departure  of  Chinese  residents 
from  Soul,  the  Niroku  Shimpo's  correspondent 
states  that,  according  to  the  report  of  a  Japan- 
ese constable  posted  at  the  South  Gate  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  the  movement,  the  total 
number  of  Chinese  that  left  the  capital  on  the 
18th  instant  from  8  a.m.  to  dusk,  was  twenty- 
two,  and  the  number  of  packages  carried  by 
them  aggregated  64  in  all. 

The  report  that  the  Chinese  troops  at  A-san 
are  maintaining  themselves  at  the  expense  of 
the  local  people,  is  confirmed  by  subsequent 
information.  The  provisions  that  they  had 
brought  from  their  country  in  three  tiny  steam 
boats,  were  consumed  in  a  short  space  of 
time.'  They  are  now  supporting  themselves  by 
levying  forced  contributions  upon  the  people  of 
the  district.  The  Nichi  Nichi  Shimbuns  cor- 
respondent goes  even  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
Chinese,  soldiers  behave  toward  the  Koreans 
with  such  insolence  and  brutality  that  the 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  A-san  are  flying  in  all 
directions. 

The  same  correspondent  witnessed  a  party  of 
Korean  soldiers  pass  through  the  streets  of  In- 
chhon.  The  officer  in  command  was  on  horse- 
back with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth  ;  and  the  other 
officers  lounged  along  also  smoking.  The 


soldiers,  too,  were  smoking,  their  rusty  guns 
being  made  into  bundles  bound  together 
with  straw  cords  and  carried  by  them  in  turn. 
Probably  the  Koreans  in  the  neghbourhood  of 
In-chhon  feared  a  similar  fate  at  the  hands  of 
the  Japanese  soldiers,  for  they  sent  their  families 
to  the  interior  before  those  troops  were  landed. 
The  Koreans  in  In-chhon  are  said  to  have  al- 
ready discovered  their  mistake,  for  they  arc  re- 
ported to  be  disposed  to  approach  the  Japanese 
soldiers  and  even  hold  conversation  with  them. 

Of  the  transport  ships  requisitioned,  the  Ya- 
mashiro  Marti  and  Totomi  Marti,  says  the 
Jiji's  Hiroshima  correspondent,  have  been 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Navy,  as  they 
are  constructed  in  such  a  manner  that  they  can 
easily  be  turned  into  war  vessels.  The  Omi 
Marti  has  been  set  apart  for  use  between  the 
ports  of  Ujina  and  Shimonoseki.  The  Sagami 
Marti  has  been  turned  into  a  Naval  transport. 
The  three  steamships,  Ckiktigo  Marti,  Kiso 
Marti  and  Sumida  Marti,  have  been  constituted 
as  mail  ships  between  Fusan  and  In-chhon.  The 
rest  of  the  requistioned  vessels  are  passing  and 
repassing  between  the  Korean  ports  and|Ujina. 

The  Tokyo  News  Agency  has  received  the 
following  telegram  from  Shanghai,  dated  June 
26,  p.m. : — 

"Li  Hung-chang  has  telegraphed  to  the 
Too-kiang  fleet  to  send  up  to  the  north  the 
g|  tp  (Kwattg-chuk) ,  MZt  [Kwang-yeh) ,  g|  ^ 
{Kwang-peng),  HT  {Kwang-iing)  and  Jff  J$ 
(Kwang-fu).  These  vessels  are  now  making 
preparations  for  the  voyage." 

According  to  a  telegram,  dated  Fusan,  June 
26th,  published  in  the  Jiji  Shimpo,  the  tele- 
graph line  between  Soul  and  Fusan  will  be  open- 
ed in  about  a  week's  time.  A  staff  of  engineers, 
with  necessary  material  and  implements,  was 
sent  to  Fusan  some  time  ago,  and  it  is  stated 
that  the  line  between  Soul  and  Fusan  will  be 
repaired  and  worked  by  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment. 

No  important  news  has  been  received  from 
Korea.    It  is,  however,  stated  by  several  pa- 
pers  that  Mr.   Otori,   the  Japanese  Minis- 
ter, in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  home, 
has   opened   negotiations   with    the  Chinese 
Resident,  Mr.  Yuan,  relating   to   the  settle- 
ment of  the  Korean  question.    The  proposals 
made  by  the  Japanese  Government  are  said 
to    refer,  among  other  things,  to  the  neces- 
sity of  combination  between  Japan  and  China 
for  the  purpose  of  the  introducing  thorough  re- 
forms in  the  civil  and  military  administration  of 
Korea,  so  that  the  latter's  independence  may 
be  placed  on  a  firm  footing.    Mr.  Yuan  is 
reported  to  have  asked  time  for  consideration 
and  for  consultation  with  his  chief,  the  Viceroy 
Li.     Similar  proposals,   it   is   alleged,  were 
made    to   the  Korean   Government,   and  it 
expressed  acquiescence.    Mr.  Otori  is  further 
stated  to  have  told  Mr.  Yuan  that,  should  China 
decline  to  take  united  action  with  Japan,  the 
latter  would  set  about  the  task  on  her  sole 
responsibility. 

The  Niroku  s  Soul  correspondent  slates  that 
various  disquieting  rumours  are  circulated  in 
the  Korean  capital.  One  is  that  the  Chinese 
troops  in  Manchuria  will  enter  Soul  bv  crossing 
the  Am-Nok-gang.  The  number  of  Chinese  in 
Soul  leaving  for  home  is  said  to  be  daily  in 
creasing.  The  Chinese  Resident  is  also  report- 
ed to  have  sent  his  family  away. 

The  Jiji  Shimpo  publishes  the  following 
telegram  from  China: — 

Hitherto  I.i  Hung  Chang  has  been  merely  fol 
lowing  a  policy  of  intimidation  by  disseminating 
exaggerated  lepoils  about  the  despatch  of  re- 
inforcements lo  Korea.  He  has  now  changed  Ins 
piogramme,  and  seems  to  have  at  last  made  up 
his  mind.  Though  careful  to  keep  everything 
secret,  he  is  known  lo  be  assiduously  engaged  in 
making  preparations  for  the  despatch  of  a  large 
force." 

The  Jiii  Shimpo,  commenting  on  this  intel- 
ligence, states  that  the  request  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Japanese  troops  having  been  met 
by  a  positive  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese 
Government,  Li  Chung-t'ang  seemed  for  a  time 
inclined  to  acquiesce  in  Japan's  ascendency  in 
the  peninsula  Kingdom.    The  resolution  now 


displayed  by  the  Viceroy  in  ascribed  by  our 
contemporary  to  pressure  applied  from  Peking. 

The  Chinese  residents  of  Yokohama  are  said 
to  have  applied  to  their  Minister  in  Tokyo  for 
instructions  as  to  the  course  they  ought  to  take 
in  the  event  of  war  between  their  country  and 
Japan,  and  the  Minister,  so  runs  the  story,  in 
turn,  having  applied  for  instructions  from 
Viceroy  Li,  is  reported  to  have  received  a  reply 
to  the  effect  that  the  residents  should  be  in  no 
alarm,  as  there  was  little  likelihood  of  a  rupture 
between  the  two  empires. 

The  Tokyo  New  Agency  has  received  the 
following  telegram,  dated  In-chhon  June  27th, 
a.m. : — 

"Two  Chinese  transports  with  troops  have 
just  arrived  at  Nam-yang." 

Nam-yang  is  a  sea-port  town  a  short  distance 
west  of  In-chhon.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  there 
must  be  some  mistake  about  the  dates  of  one  or 
other  of  the  above  two  telegrams.  For,  if  the 
Wi-ju  line  was  interrupted  from  the  27th  inst., 
the  In-chhon  telegram  about  the  arrival  of 
Chinese  transports  could  not  have  been  received 
in  Tokyo  on  the  28th.  Since  writing  the  above, 
we  have  received  an  extra  issued  by  the  Jiji 
Shimpo,  containing  a  Fusan  -telegram,  which 
reports  the  recent  arrival  at  A-san  of  two 
Chinese  transports  with  1,000  troops  in  all  on 
board.  There  being  now  a  regular  mail  service 
between  In-chhon  and  Fusan,  the  Jiji  Shimpo's 
telegram  looks  more  trustworthy  under  the 
circumstances  than  the  one  forwarded  by  the 
Tokyo  News  Agency.  It  is,  however,  possible 
that  there  "may  have  been  two  recent  arrivals  of 
Chinese  transports. 

By  the  Omi  Mar u  which  arrived  at  Shimono- 
seki from  In-chhon  on  the  27th  instant,  came 
back  17  sick  soldiers,  and  26  residents,  mostly 
aged  people  and  young  girls.  The  malady  of 
the  soldiers  is  in  most  cases  a  form  of  dysentery. 
A  temporary  military  hospital  has  been  establish- 
ed at  Moji. 


THE  JAPANESE  SHARE  MARKET. 

 ♦  

The  effect  of  the  Korean  situation  has  made 
itself  very  perceptible  in  the  share  market,  a 
heavy  fall  of  securities  all  round  has  taken 
place.  We  reproduce  from  the  columns  of  the 
Shogyo  Shimpo  a  comparative  statement  of 
prices  ruling  on  the  25th  instant  and  the  23rd 
instant  respectively  : — 

Price  Price 
Name  of  Security.  on  sj'h.     on  33rd.  Fall. 

Yen.         Yen.  Yen. 

Ryomo  Railway    66.50...  70.40...  3.90 

Sanyo  Railway    26.50...  28.90...  2.40 

Kwansei  Railway    48.40...  51. 60...  3.20 

New  Kwansei  Railway    20.50...  22.10...  1. 60 

Kiushu  Railway   3650...  37-70...  I.20 

Kohu  Railway   97.20...  98.00...  0.80 

Chikuho  Railway    6900...  71.90...  2.90 

Tanko  Railway    68.10...  71.70...  3.60 

Sangti  Railway    52. 10...  55  00...  2.90 

New  Sangu  Railway   32.60...  35.00...  2.40 

Kawagoye  Railway    44-50-  48.50. ••  4  00 

Banian  Railway   37  60  ••  40.80...  3.20 

Yusen  Kaisha   65.60...  66.60...  1.00 

Tokyo  Tiamway  Co  120. 00. ..132.00, ..12. 00 

Komhn  Co   10.70...  11.20...  0.50 

Kanegafuchi  Spinning  Co..  48. 00...  50.10...  2.IO 

Tokyo  Kabushiki  Co  212. 00. ..245. 00. ..33.00 

The  same  journal  publishes  another  table  show- 
ing that  in  many  cases  the  market  price  of  the 
shares  has  fallen  below  the  amount  paid  up  on 
them  :— 

Amount     Lowest  Differ- 
Name  of  Security.  Paid  up.  Market  Price,  ence. 

Yen.         Yen.  Yen. 

Sanyo  Railway    27  00...  26.50...  0.50 

Kwansei  Railway  (New)  ...  20.00...  18.90...  1.10 

Kiushu  Railway    38.00...  35.80...  2.20 

Sangu  Railway  (New)    32.00...  31.80..,  0.20 

Kawagove  Railway    35  00-"  32  50---  2:50 

Bantan  Railway   35  00--  25  50...  9.50 

Senju  Tramway  Co   25.00...  13. 00. ..12. 00 

Kombu  Co   35  00...    8.00. ..27. 00 

Do.     (New)    35-oo...  Q.80...25.20 

Sugar  Refining  Co   15. uo...    6.00...  9.00 

Hemp  Co   50.00...  32.30... 17.70 

Weaving  Co   50.00  ..  26.90. ..23.20 

Kanegafuchi  Spinning  Co...  50.00...  48.80...  1.20 
Do.  (New)  40.00...  3300...  7.00 

The  figures  indicate  pretty  clearly  that  men's 
minds  are  considerably  disturbed  over  the  Ko- 
rean question. 
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THE  KOREAN  QUESTION  AND 
JAPANESE  PUBLIC. 


_  As  repeatedly  stated  in  these  columns,  the 
views  of  the  Japanese  public,  at  least  of  an 
influential  section  of  it,  are  remarkably  uniform 
on  the  Korean  question.  The  leading  journals 
are  agreed  in  demanding  that  the  present  op- 
portunity shall  be  utilized  for  taking  effective 
steps  to  place  Korean  independence  on  a  firm 
basis.  What  the  Japanese  public  understands  by 
"  effective  steps  "  will  have  been  evident  from  the 
articles  reproduced  in  our  last  Weekly  Summary. 
The  subject  has  now  been  expounded  in  a  still 
more  concrete  form  by  resolutions  adopted  on 
the  25th  instant  by  the  so-called  advocates  of  a 
strong  foreign  policy.  We  understand  that  these 
resolutions,  though  not  directly  subscribed  by 
the  Radicals,  express  on  the  whole  the  views 
entertained  by  them  also.  The  resolutions  are 
as  follow  : — 

"  I. — That  in  order  to  secure  her  permanent  in 
dependence,  and  neutrality  Korea  must  be  induced 
to  introduce  reforms  in  the  administration  of  her 
internal  and  foreign  affairs. 

2. — That  Korea  must  be  pursuaded  to  reject  the 
interference  of  China  in  lier  domestic  affairs. 

3-  — Pending  the  completion  of  reforms  in  t!v_ 
Korean  Government,  the  telegraph  line  between 
Soul  and  Fusan  shall  be  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Japanese  Government. 

4-  — That  Korea  be  persuaded  to  connect  lie 
capital  with  Fusan  and  other  important  ports  by 
railways. 

5.  — That  Korea  be  induced  to  concede  to  Japan 
the  privileges  of  the  coasting  trade  and  of  fishing 
in  territorial  waters. 

6.  — That  Korea  be  prevailed  upon  to  open 
few  more  ports  for  Japanese  trade. 

7.  — That  Korea's  acquiescence  be  obtained  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Japanese  settlements  in 
the  open  ports,  and 

8.  — That  until  such  administrative  reforms  as 
may  be  recommended  by  Japan  shall  have  been 
carried  out,  a  portion  of  the  troops  now  in  Korea 
be  stationed  either  in  Soul  or  at  some  other  place. 

It  was  also  resolved  "  that  in  order  to  make 
China  desist  from  interference  in  Korea's  domes 
tic  affairs  as  well  as  to  secure  the  abrogation  of 
the  Tientsin  Treaty,  an  Ambassador  be  sent 
to  China." 
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THE  PLAGUE  IN  HONGKONG. 


The  following 
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are  the  latest  returns  of  the 
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Admissions    —  2 

Deaths    —  6 

Under  treatment  ...    9  33 

*  Not  known,  as  no  report  has  come  to  state  the 
number  of  patients  transported  by  the  junlcs  to 
Canton. 


THE  June  20TH. 
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Admissions          —  6 

Deaths   —  1 

Dischai  ges    2  3 

Under  treatment    8  36 

Another  European,  a  private  in  the  Shropshire 
Light  Infantry,  died  on  the  15th  inst.  from  the 
disease.  From  the  date  of  his  admission  the 
case  was  regarded  as  very  serious.  The  other 
men  on  the  Hygeia  are  all  doing  remarkably  well. 

On  the  21st  June  the  number  of  new  cases 
was  24,  with  39  deaths.  There  were  39  deaths 
on  June  22nd,  with  31  new  cases.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  to  the  19th  was  1,925. 

The  effect  of  the  epidemic  upon  scholastic 
work  is  very  marked  at  Queen's  College.  Only 
33  pupils  ate  in  attendance  out  of  872  on  the 
register. 

At  Canton  some  40  or  50  fatal  cases  still 
occur  daily  in  the  West  Gate  district.  From 
the  begining  of  the  epidemic  until  the  present 
time  the  number  of  deaths  is  estimated  at 
35,000  in  Canton  alone. 

The  China  Sugar  Refinery  at  East  Point  has 
been  deserted  by  fully  one  half  of  its  employes. 
Fearful  of  the  plague  these  men  left  en  masse 
with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Swatow. 

The  proceedings  of  some  blunderers  on  the 
Sanitary  Board  of  Hongkong  will  contribute 
materially  to  the  exodus  of  Chinese  from  the 
Colony.  "  We  understand,  says  the  Daily  Press 
of  16th  instant,  "  that  many  unfortunate  people 
have,  during  the  last  two  nights,  been  compelled 
to  sleep  in  the  streets,  owing  to  being  peremp- 
torily turned  out  of  their  houses.  The  Sanitary 
Board  have  issued  a  notice  which  is  posted  on  the 
door  of  every  condemned  house  and  intimates 
that  the  occupants  are  to  remove  within  24  hours 
after  the  posting  of  the  notice.  It  appears, 
however,  that  some  thick-headed  officers  have 
insisted  upon  the  poor  people  being  evicted 
as  soon  as  the  notice  is  posted,  which  is 
directly  opposed  to  the  specific  terms  of  the 
notice,  and  the  consequence  has  been  that  whole 
families  with  their  goods  and  chattels  have 
been  left  to  spend  the  night  as  best  they  could 
with  no  roof  to  their  head  but  the  not  too 
friendly  sky.  In  George  Lane  several  such 
cases,  occurred,  and  one  whole  family,  includ 
ing  women  and  children,  had  to  bivouac  in  the 
miserable  thoroughfare  all  night.  At  Astor 
Buildings  the  tenants  received  the  same  rough 
and  utterly  illegal  treatment  " 

The  Daily  Press  of  the  19th  instant  has  the 
following : — 

The  new  cases  (deaths  in  the  city  and  admis- 
sions to  hospital)  and  the  total  deaths  daily  since 
the  1st  inst.  have  been  as  follows  : — 
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ending  June  16th  at  the  Tung  Wah  Hospital  :— 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  officially 
as  due  to  plague  now  amounts  to  1,911. 

The  following  returns  of  the  passenger  traffic 
from  May  1st  to  June  i8lh,  obtained  from  the 
Harbour  Master,  give  a  good  indication  of  the 
extent  of  the  exodus  from  the  colony:— 

Depar- 
Arrivals.  tures. 
Launches  within  the  waters  of  the 

colony   174,231  167,778 

Launches  outside  the  wateis  of  the 

colony    9.172 

links    within  the  waters  of  the 

colony   ,   550 

links  outside  the  wateis  of  the 

colony   ,   8,236  11,092 

River  steamers   ,  ,         52,061  85,333 

Ocean  going  steamers    1 7,697  18,023 


11,023 


470 


Excess  of  departures  over  arrivals 


261,947  293,719 
31.772 


CHINESE  NE  WS. 

 ♦  

The  rumour  recently  circulated  here,  and 
commented  on  in  very  strong  terms  by  the 
Japanese  press,  that  China  had  placed,  or  was 
about  to  place,  the  steamers  of  the  North  China 
Steam  Navigation  Company  under  the  German 
flag,  seems  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  fact  that 
the  Company  ordered  a  valuation  to  be  made  of 
its  ships. 

Chinese  pirates  are  bold  fellows.  "Seven 
out  of  eight  passenger  boats  that  were  journey- 
ing in  company  from  interior  towns  to  Ningpo 
were  suddenly  plundered  the  other  day  by  a 
band  of  pirates  attired  as  soldiers  who  stepped 
the  boats  at  a  place  called  Wangshan,  where  a 
large  bridge  spans  the  Yung  river,  on  the  pre- 
tence of  searching  for  pirates,  whom  the  auda- 
cious plunderers  declared  regularly  took  passage 
in  these  boats.  The  result  was  that  all  the 
passengers  in  the  seven  boats  were  relieved  of 
their  possessions,  while  the  eighth  boat,  seeing 
the  state  of  things,  luffed  and  turned  back  in 
the  direction  from  whence  it  had  come." 

Here  is  a  good  story  about  the  Empress 
Dowager  and  the  plague  :  we  take  it  from  the 
North  China  Daily  News  : — 

The  Empress  keeps  constantly  burning  day 
and  night  in  her  palace  eighteen  lamps,  which  re- 
present the  eighteen  provinces  of  China.  Not 
long  ago  one  of  the  lamps,  though  it  received  pre- 
cisely the  same  attention  as  all  the  others,  was 
burning  very  badly,  and  the  Empress  sent  for  the 
Chief  Imperial  Astronomer  to  learn  the  reason. 
The  Chief  Astronomer,  having  carefully  considered 
the  matter  and  consulted  the  archives,  told  the 
Empress  that  the  lamp  which  was  burning  so  badly 
represented  the  province  of  Canton,  which  was 
about  to  be  afflicted  with  a  serious  epidemic  which 
the  God  of  Pestilence  had  determined  to  take  off 
eight-tenths  of  the  people.  The  Empress  was  very 
much  concerned  at  being  told  this,  and  asked  the 
Chief  Astronomer  how  such  a  dreadful  doom  might 
be  averted  from  eight-tenths  of  her  people  in  the 
province.  The  Chief  Astronomer  said  that  the  God 
might  perhaps  be  moved  with  prayer  and  offerings, 
and  everything  was  done  to  placate  him,  by  the 
Empress-Dowager's  orders.  After  this,  the  Chief 
Astronomer  was  asked  what  success  had  been 
achieved,  and  after  much  consideration  and  con- 
sultation he  replied  that  the  God  of  Pestilence  had 
consented  to  compromise — but  this  was  absolutely 
the  best  that  he  could  do — for  four-tenths  human 
beings  and  four-tenths  rats.  Thus  the  frightful 
mortality  of  rats  and  human  beings  at  Canton 
this  Spiing  is  explained. 

Our  Shanghai  morning  contemporary  says 
that  the  influence  of  the  Kolao  Hui  sect  is  rapidly 
spreading  southward  in  China.  A  spy  of  the 
society,  recently  arrested  in  Swatow  disguised 
as  a  beggar,  confessed  under  torture  that  a  plot 
existed  to  capture  and  hold  Swatow  as  a  port 
for  procuring  military  stores  from  abroad.  *'  As 
a  matter  of  fact,"  writes  our  contemporary,  "  the 
Kolao  Hui  society  men  already  number  their 
thousands  at  the  present  moment,  not  only  in 
Kuangtung  but  also  in  Kuangsi  and  Kueichow,  • 
where  two  years  ago  there  could  not  have  been 
a  hundred  of  them  altogether.'' 

Thorough  preparations  have  been  made  by 
the  Shanghai  municipality  for  opposing  the  ad- 
vent of  the  plague.  A  hospital  and  a  fumigating 
dep6t  have  been  erected  at  Pootung,  a  place 
some  distance  down  the  river.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  some  factor  in  the  system  is  lacking, 
for  we  read  of  vessels  from  Hongkong  with 
Chinese  passengers  being  allowed  to  pass  with- 
out undergoing  fumigation. 

The  United  States  Consular  Court  in  Shang- 
hai has  given  judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
of  China,  Japan  and  the  Straits,  Limited,  v. 
Hjousberry.  The  defendant  holds  700  shares 
of  the  face  amount  of  £10  each,  in  the  Bank — 
originally  the  Trust  and  Loan  Company — on 
which  £1.  5s.  has  been  paid  in  respect  of  each 
share.  Last  autumn  the  Bank  made  a  call  of  an 
additional  £1,  and  Mr.  Hjousberry  refused  to 
pay  it,  his  plea  being  that  the  Company  had  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  contract  since,  where- 
as originally  incorporated  and  registered  as  a 
Trust  and  Loan  Company,  it  had  subsequently 
engaged  in  banking  and  exchange  business. 
The  Court  upheld  this  plea  and  gave  judgment 
for  the  defendant  with  costs. 


J;! ne  30,  1894.] 


THE  JM'AN  WEEKLY  MM! 


785 


HONGKONG  NEWS. 

The  China  Mail  of  the  iblh  inst.,  lias  the  fol- 
lowing obituary  notice  :— We  regret  to  have  to 
announce  the  death  of  Mr.  Donald  Macdonald, 
who  has  been  a  member   of   our   staff  for 
several  years,  first  as   reporter   and  latterly 
as  sub-editor.    It  was  in  July,  1887,  that  Mr. 
Macdonald  joined  the  staff  of  the  China  Mail. 
Previous  to  that  time,  he  was  connected  with 
the  Aberdeen  Journal,  having  acted  as  dis- 
trict reporter  in  Banff  for  a  year  or  two  be- 
fore joining  the  reporting  staff  in  Aberd-.en. 
Daring  that  period  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  unflinching  zeal.    He  was  not  a  mere 
stenographer.    He  was  exceedingly  well  read 
in  English  literature,  and  having  a  facile  pen, 
a  ready  wit  and  considerable  descriptive  powers, 
he  was  chosen  on  several  occasions  to  under- 
take work  in  the  higher  flights  of  journal- 
ism which  is  usually  reserved  for  older  and 
more  experienced  men.    It  was  on  account 
of  the  talent  he  displayed  that  his  then  em 
ployers  sent  him  to  edit  a  weekly  newspaper 
published  under  their  auspices  in  another  part 
of  the  country.    With  his  colleagues  on  the 
Press,  many  of  whom  are  now  to  be  found  in  all 
quarters  of  the  globe,  he  was  a  warm  favourite, 
and  his  untimely  death  will  be  learned  by  them 
with  sincere  regret.    In  Hongkong,  he  was 
known  as  one  of  the  most  cultured  and  taste- 
ful  of  the   Colony's  vocalists.    His  services 
were  ever  readily  accorded  for  any  object  of 
a  public  or  charitabie  character.  For  nearly  two 
years,  he  acted  as  the  conductor  of  the  Union 
Choir,  from  which  office  he  retired  only  a  few 
weeks  ago.    The  same  good  feeling  and  cama- 
raderie which  marked  his  relations  with  his  col- 
leagues on  the  Press  of  Scotland  followed  him  to 
Hongkong,  and  it  is  with  genuine  feelings  of 
sorrow  that  his  loss  is  now  deplored  by  them. 
Though  he  by  no  means  sought  many  com- 
panions, he  was  well-known  to  a  large  circle,  to 
whom  his  fatal  illness  came  as  a  surprise.  For 
the  last  two  summers,  he  has  suffered  much 
from  fever;  and  in  the  fall  of  the  last  year 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Japan  to  recuperate.    It  is 
just  a  week  since  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
his  duties,  and  through  thoughout  that  week  he 
suffered  severely  it  was  hoped  to  the  last  that  he 
would  recover.    Death  put  an  end  to  his  suffer 
ings  at  9  o'clock  this  morning  at  the  Peak  Hos 
pital,  where  he  had  been  removed  three  days 
ago  by  Dr.  Stedman,  who  was  unremitting  in 
his  efforts  to  save  our  late  colleague. 

The  Comer cio  of  June  9th  says  :— "  On  the 
29th  ultimo  the  volcano  Canloang  of  the  Isla  de 
Negros  was  active  again,  shooting  up  a  large 
quantity  of  ashes  and  some  lava  through  its 
crater.  A  shower  of  ashes  fell  at  Iloilo,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  from  the  same  volcano." 

A  large  increase  of  burglaries  are  reported  in 
the  Colony  and  also  in  Kowloon. 

The  Amoy  2  imes  says :— At  S wortiew  ( Amoy ) 
while  taking  up  some  old  tiles  of  a  house,  a 
mason  came  across  a  very  large  centipede,  said 
to  measure  14  inches  in  length  and  the  body  as 
thick  as  one's  thumb.  The  mason  tried  his 
best  to  kill  the  centipede,  but  some  way  or 
other  it  managed  to  sting  the  man  in  his  leg, 
which  immediately  swelled  up  to  an  alarming 
size.  Different  poultices  were  applied  but  he 
died  the  next  day." 


CHINESE  DOMESTIC  HABITS. 


A  report  compiled  by  the  Colonial  Surgeon 
of  Hongkong  in  1874  and  now  published  for 
the  first  time,  contains  the  following  wonderful 
account  of  Chinese  domestic  habits  : — 

My  first  seiies  of  inspections  discovered  that 
pigs  were  kept  in  houses  all  over  the  town,  by 
hundreds,  and  that  pigsties  were  to  be  found 
under  the  beds  and  in  the  kitchens  of  first,  second, 
and  third  floors.  I  visited  many  houses  in  which 
over  a  hundred  pigs  were  kept ;  every  bed  in  these 
houses  had  from  five  to  seven  large  pigs  in  a  sly 
constructed  underneath  it,  and  either  from  the 
connivance  or  ignorance  of  a  late  inspector  of 
markets,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  pigs 
were  kept  in  proper  places,  many  of  the  people  had 
Government  licences  so  to  keep  their  pigs.  Ima- 
gine houses  whose  upper  floors  are  constructed  of 
thin  boards,  with  wide  interstices  between  them 


and  whose  lower  flooisnie  mud,  and  the  stale  they 
would  be  in  under  these  cu  cumslauces,  witll  pigs' 
urine,  Sec,  dropping  through  from  floor  to  floor. 
Il  is  needless  to  obseive  that  the  minute  this  stale 
of  things  was  brought  10  the  notice  of  Government 
il  was  at  once  put  a  slop  10,  and  that  now  all  pigs 
found  iii  houses  aie  confiscated,  and  on  repetition 
of  the  offence,  the  owner  is  lined  as  well. 

Thelale  inspections  were  still  moie  thoroughly 
done,  and  neaily  every  street,  lane,  and  gully  in 
the  lower  quarter  of  the  town  wcie  visiled,  and 
notes  of  the  condition  of  the  houses,  drains,  &c. 
weie  taken  carefully,  with  the  following  lesnlls: 

There  are  three  different  styles  of  construc- 
tion of  houses  in  the  lower  quarters  of  the  town. 
I'ii st,  houses  which  are  constructed  in  blocks, 
back  to  back,  with  no  ventilation  except  from 
ilie  front.  Secondly,  houses  will)  narrow  gullies, 
from  one  foot  to  six  feel  wide  at  the  back,  down 
Inch  a  fillhy  open  drain  runs,  or  a  veiy  dilapi- 
dated closed  one.  Into  these  drains  the  down- 
spouts of  the  different  floors  of  t lie  houses  on 
each  side  of  the  gully  empty  themselves.  Third- 
ly, licuses  with  lanes  at  the  back,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cellar  floors, 
the  back  of  these  floors  being  formed  of  the 
ground  of  the  street  above,  owing  to  the  hilly 
nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the  house  is  built. 

Otherwise,  the  construction  of  these  houses  is 
ihe  same  throughout  the  town.  Each  floor  con 
sists  of  a  large  main  room  and  a  small  kitchen  ; 
generally  the  kitchen  is  at  the  back,  but  in  cases 
wheie  the  back  of  the  floor  is  against  the  hill- 
side, the  kitchen  is  in  the  front,  and  whatever 
ventilation  there  is,  the  air  has  to  come  througl 
llie  kitchen  before  it  reaches  the  inhabitants  in 
the  main  1 00m. 

The  average  size  of  the  the  main  rooms  is  26  feet 
by  14  feet  by  10  feet  high,  containing  eight  parti- 
tions, averaging  7  feet  by  6  feet  by  7  feet  high, 
over  which  a  sort  of  loft  is  often  built  to  increase 
the  accommodation,  and  in  a   room  of  this  de- 
scription, from  16  to  25  people  live.     It  is  ex 
tremely  rare  to  find  thai  walls  or  ceiling  (which 
is  composed  of  the  baie  rafters  and  boards  of  the 
floor  above,  or  of  the  roof)  have  ever  been  white- 
washed; if  they  have,  it  was  only  when  the  house 
was  first    built;    the  walls  are  generally  bare 
bricks.    The  ground  floor  is  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  composed  of  mud  ;  in  the  other  cases,  it  is 
composed  of  tiles  or  stone  flags,  and  is  generally 
very  damp.    The  upper  floors  are  composed  of 
rough  quarter-inch  planks,  with  wide  interstices 
between  them.    In  no  case,  fiom  the  time  the 
house  had  been  built,  had  the  floors  ever  been 
washed,  their  construction,  as  a  rule,  rendering 
it  impossible.    The  first-floor  tenants  cannot  wash 
their  floors,  because  they  are  mud  ;  the  upper- 
floor  tenants  cannot  wash  theirs,  because  they 
would,  if  they  attempted  it,  half  drown  the  in- 
habitants of  the  floors  beneath  them. 

In  each  partition  of  the  main  room  a  family,  or 
several  members  of  a  family,  sleep.  The  men  go 
to  the  public  privies  ;  the  women  and  children 
use  covered  pots,  which  are  kept  in  the  partitions 
under  the  beds  ;  the  nightsoil  is  removed,  on  an 
average,  every  third  day  ;  it  varies  in  some  cases 
from  two  to  five  days. 

Women  of  the  lowest  class  larely  wash  them- 
selves ;  men,  only  the  exposed  paits  of  their  per- 
sons.    I  have  seen  many  women  who  have  can- 
didly confessed    that  they  have  not  even  wiped 
themselves  down  with  a  damp  cloth  (which  is  the 
Chinese  mode  of  washing)  for  years,  and  I  saw 
no  reason  to  doubt  their  words.    If  any  washing 
is  done,  either  of  bodies  or  clothes,  it  is  generally 
done  in  the  kitchen.    Clothes  washing  varies  from 
once  or  twice  a  month  to  once  is  several  months, 
or  not  at  all,  and  a  cotton  suit  will  last,  I  am  told, 
from  five  to  six  years,  and  more  ;  if  they  were 
washed  often  they  would  not  last  so  long.  Many 
articles  of  clothing  are  never  washed  at  all,  on  any 
account  ;   those   that  are  quilled,  for  instance. 
Bedding  is  composed  of  quilted  cotton,  or  a  stuff 
resembling  soft  felt,  covered  by  a  light  net  to 
prevent  it  from  tearing,  and  in  no  case  is  it  ever 
washed;  sheets  aie  never  used.     I  never  saw  any 
en  lii  ely  new  bedding  ;  the  newest  I  saw  was  three 
years   in   possession  of  llie   owner,  and  lie  had 
bought  it  second  hand.     I  have  seen  bedding  20 
years  old,  and  that  was  bought  second-hand.  It 
is  taken  out  and  aired  occasionally,  and  a  few  of 
Ihe  vermin  picked  out,  if  they  are  found  to  be  too 
numerous. 

The  average  quantity  of  water  used  daily  by 
each  individual  is  about  two  quarts,  and  this  is 
considered  sufficient,  as  a  rule,  for  cooking,  drink- 
ing, and  washing  purposes.  Often  it  has  to  be 
brought  from  a  considerable  distance,  and  this  is 
troublesome  and  expensive,  so  they  do  with  as 
little  as  possible. 

A  kitchen's  average  size  is  13  feet  by  6  feet  by 
10  feet  high,  with  stone  or  tile  floors,  always 
very  wet  and  ditty.    It  is  rare  to  find  a  chimney); 


thcie  is  generally  a  squaie  opening  in  each  of 
ihe  llooi  s  above,  (oimiiig  a  sort  of  shaft,  without 
walls  to  it,  and  the  smoke  gets  up  through  these 
if  it  can,  or  escapes  by  a  small  window  ;  that  is 
say,  paitof  il ;  the  rest  peivades  the  house.  |tl 
each  kitchen  there  is  a  small  drain  in  the  upper 
floors  ;  ihe  opening  is  Connected  with  a  down- 
spout, which  either  passes  outside  ihe  house  or 
down  through  the  kitchens  below.  All  the  in- 
habitants, when  at  home,  of  eveiy  floor  urinate 
in  their  kitchen  drain  ;  this  is  a  rule  without  an 
exception.  The  walls  and  ceilings  of  ihe  kitchens 
are  always  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  soot. 

Ground  floors,  as  a  rule,  very  dark  ;  the  rooms 
usually  have  only  one  window,  averaging  3  feet 
by  2  feet,  and  the  door,  for  light  and  air  to  come 
througl),  and  they  lequiie  lamps  to  be  burning 
day  as  well  as  night  in  order  to  see  anything. 
The  upper  floors  are  often  not  much  better. 

The  house  drain  is  generally  in  a  filthy  condi- 
tion, and  in  many  cases  choked  ;  the  downspouts 
are  often  in  the  same  condition.  These  laller  are 
for  the  most  part  composed  of  unglazed  pottery 
piping,  and  on  the  walls  down  which  they  run, 
on  either  side  of  them,  is  seen  a  dark,  damp 
stain,  showing  how  the  filthy  liquid  they  convey 
filter  through  them,  or  escape  from  the  joints  into 
the  walls  of  the  house. 


THE  CANTON  OUTRAGE. 

 ♦  

The  Rev.  E.  E.  Fix,  Superintendent  of  the 
United  Brethren  Mission,  Canton,  has  written 
a  corrected  account  of  the  recent  assault  upon 
two  missionary  ladies,  Drs.  Halverson  and 
Bigler : — 

About  noon  on  Monday,  the  nth  inst.,  one  of 
the  servants  came  up  and  told  Dr.  Bigler  that  a 
man  was  lying  on  the  front  doorstep.    He  thought 
the  man  was  sick.    Both  Dr.  Bigler  and  Dr.  Hal- 
verson went  downstairs  and  saw  immediately  that 
the  man  was  suffering  from  the  plague.    They  . 
asked  him  if  he  had  any  friends  in  the  city.  He 
said  no,  that  he  was  from  Sun  Ui  and  was  working 
on  a  boat  ;  that  when  he  became  ill  they  put  him 
off  the  boat  and  he  had  wandered  heie  not  know- 
ing where  to  go.  They  told  him  of  the  hospital  boat 
down  the  river  opposite  the  Canton  Missionary 
Hospital  and  asked  if  he  wished  to  go  there.  He 
said  he  did  but  he  had  no  money.    Dr.  Halver- 
son sent  our  cook  to  the  ferry  landing,  just  opposite 
ihe  Custom  House,  to  get  a  boat  to  come  up  to 
take  the  man  to  the  hospital  boat.    The  sick  man 
said  he  was  very  thirsty.    Dr.  Bigler  asked  if  he 
wished  a  cup  of  tea.    He  said  yes.   She  got  it  and 
gave  it  to  him.    He  drank  il  and  thanked  her. 
Dr.  Halverson  stalled  toward  the  river  followed 
by  the  man,  but  in  no  way  did  she  assist  him, 
bodily,  or  give  him  any  smelling  salts  or  any  olher 
kind  of  medicine.    He  walked  after  her  of  his  own 
strength  and  accord. 

They  went  straight  out  to  the  river  through  an 
alley  and  waited  for  the  boat  to  come  up.  The 
boat  did  not  come,  but  the  cook  came  and  said 
he  could  not  get  a  boat.    It  is  always  difficult 
here  to  get  a  boat  to  carry  any  sick  peison. 
The  Doctor  did  not  intend  to  accompany  the  man 
to  the  hospital,  but  to  the  river  to  see  him  in  a 
boat  and  send  him  down.    So  she  started  to  the 
feny,  followed  by  the  man,  to  see  if  she  could 
secuie   a   boat.     This  was  simply  discharging 
her  ordinal  y  duties  as  a  mission  doctor  and  is  no 
uncommon  occurrence  with  such  mission  workers. 
She  avoided  the  main  street  and  went  as  far  as 
possible  by   a  quiet  street  along  the  river.  Just 
before  reaching  the  main  street  leading  out  to  the 
ferry,  and  by  a  large  lea  store,  she  encountered 
the   mob  without  any  warning.    They  shouted 
to  the  sick  man  that  the  foreign  "  devil  woman  " 
was  carrying  him  away  to  kill  him.    She  did  not 
enter  into  any  wordy  altercation  with  the  mob, 
as  youi  informant  stated  ;  she  simply  told  them 
what  she  wanted  to  do,  but  she  would  be  glad 
if  they  would  take  the  man  and  take  care  of  him. 
At  this  juncluie  some  one  knocked  her  hat  off. 
She  walked  on  to  the  main  sti  eet,  the  mob  push- 
ing  her    back    and    forth.     They   yelled — "Kill 
hei  !      kill    ihe    foreign     devil     woman  !"  She 
broke  through  the  mob  back  to  the  tea  store  and 
asked  the  man  in  the  door  to  let  her  go  through 
his   store    to    the    street    leading    home,  but 
he  would  not  let  her  in  and  with  a  murderous 
face  said.     "Go  on  then."     "  Go  on."  Then 
ihe  crowd  began  to  pound  her  with  their  fists, 
shouting  that  they  were  going  to  kill  her.    At  the 
corner  of  ihe  main  street,  leading  from  the  river 
to  the  soutli  out  to  an  open  sand  field,  she  again 
broke  through  the  mob  and  ran  into  a  large  pork 
shop  and  asked  the  proprietor  to  send  the  mob 
away,  but  he  and  his  men  shouted  for  her  to  get 
out.    Then  some  of  the  mob  went  in  and  dragged 
her  out  and  started  soutli  with  her  toward  the  open 
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field  cursing  and  yelling  that  they  would  kill  her. 
They  dragged  her  along  the  street  pounding  her 
with  their  fists.  She  asked  the  shop  keepers  to  let 
her  in,  but  they  barred  their  doors  as  their  answer. 

When  they  reached  the  street  running  west  to 
our  home  she  tried  to  get  loose  and  come  home, 
but  they  dragged  her  back.    At  this  corner  of 
the  street  is  a  fish  shop.    Here  they  knocked 
her  down  and  they  thought  they  had  killed  her, 
as  she  did  not  get  up.    They  did  not  want  her 
to    die  there  in  the  street,  as  that  would  make 
the  street  responsible  for  her  death.    Some  one 
threw  a  tub  full  of  dirty,  bloody  fish  water  over 
her.     The  cold  water  revived  her  a  little  and 
the  mob  seeing  she  was  not  dead,  their  leader, 
a  well  dressed,  apparently  educated  man,  drag- 
ged her  up  to  her  feet  and  seizing  her  by  the  aims 
pushed  her  along  toward  the  open  place.  The 
pommelling  began  again  worse  than  before;  one 
man   in  paiticular  distinguished  himself  by  his 
ten  ific  blows  on  her  back  and  sides.  She  thought  at 
each  blow  that  the  next  one  would  kill  her.  Fiantic 
with  pain  and  despair  she  tore  herself  loose  from 
the  mob  and  ran  into  a  shop,  clear  back  into 
the  cook-room.    Then  she  got  hold  of  something, 
she  knows  not  what.    One  of  the  mob  came  in 
but  could  not  pull  her  away.     Others  came  in 
and  they  tore  her  loose  and  out  again  on  to  the 
street.    She  had  on  a  gold  pin  and  the  leader  of 
the  mob  snatched  this  off,  tearing  loose  her  clo- 
thing.   He  then  seized  her  by  the  shoulders  and 
with  terrible  oaths  said  "  We  are  going  to  take 
you  out  here  and  kill  you."    With  her  hat  gone, 
her  hair  pulled  down,  her  clothes  nearly  tot  11  off 
and  the  howling  mob  dragging  her  already  near 
the  open  field  and  pounding  her  with  all  their 
might,  she  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  his 
statement. 

They  finally  reached  the  open  place,  where 
the  man  gave  her  a  great  push  and  let  her  go, 
thinking  to  throw  her  on  to  the  ground,  and  then 
they  would  kill  her  with  stones.  But  fortunately 
she  managed  to  keep  on  her  feet  and  endeavoured 
to  make  Iter  way  across  the  open  to  tho  north- 
•west,  toward  the  Customs  Terrace.  The  boys 
of  the  mob  had  already  covered  her  with  soft 
mud  from  head  to  foot.  There  is  a  street 
running  north  from  the  Customs  Terrace  to  out- 
home  street.  She  wanted  to  reach  this  street,  but 
two  or  three  of  the  mob  ran  around  already  and 
locked  the  street  gates.  How  she  ever  managed 
to  gel  across  to  the  back  of  Mr.  Barlon's  house 
through  that  volley  of  stones  is  a  miracle  to  me. 
One  stone  struck  her  on  the  back  of  the  head 
cutting  a  gash  about  lluee  inches  long.  But  she 
had  become  so  numbed  by  this  time  that  the  sense 
of  paiji  was  almost  gone. 

Mr.  Barton  on  heating  the  noise  of  the  mob, 
tan  out  and  saw  her  near  his  back  door,  but  the 
water  was  so  deep  that  he  tan  out  the  front  way 
to  let  her  in  that  way.  He  found  the  street  gate 
locked  and  a  man  holding  the  key  in  his  hand. 
He  ran  back  and  opened  the  back  door  and  helped 
her  in  and  barted  the  door.  The  mob  assaulted 
the  house  with  stones.  Mr.  Barton  sent  his  set  vant 
out  the  front  way  to  the  Custom  House  lo  ask  for 
men  and  soldiers. 

By  this  time  Mr.  Hayden,  living  in  the  adjoin- 
ing  house  and  who  was  asleep  at  the  time,  was 
aroused  by  the  noise.  He  and  Mr.  Barton  donned 
their  official  coats  and  presented  themselves  with 
their  revolvers  and  held  the  mob  at  bay  until  the 
Customs  men  and  sold iets  came,  which  was  not  long. 

During  all  this   time   Dr.  Bigler  was  having 
her  separate  expei  iences.    At  the  time  the  man 
was   found  on  our   door   step  she  was  treating 
some  Chinese  patients  who  had  come  in  for  tteat- 
ment  and  medicine.     After  Dr.  Halverson  had 
gone  to  the  liver  followed  by  the  sick  men  she 
relumed  to  her  patients.    She  waited  on  them, 
and  as  Dr.  Holvet  son  had  not  returned  she  became 
uneasy  and  went  to  the  landing  to  see  what  was 
the  matter.    The  people  were  quiet,  but  looked  at 
Iter  as  if  they  wete  dazed  and  would  not  tell  her  of 
Di .  Halverson.    She  went  to  the  landings,  down 
even  to  (he  hospital,  hut  could  leat  n  nothing  of  the 
docloi.     She  came  back,  and  when  near  home 
met  a  man  who  told  her  that  his  boys  said  a  mob 
was  stoning  a  foreign  woman  :  but  he  thought  she 
was  safe  in  a  house  then  as  they  were  stoning 
the  house.    She  knew  at  once  that  it  was  Dr. 
Halverson.    But  she  did  not  know  where  the 
house  was.    He  kindly  went  with  her  to  the  place 
on  the  front  side,  while  the  mob  was  pelting  the 
house  at  the   back.    She  saw  Dr.  Halvetson  at 
the  ftotil  window,  and  she  said  if  she  had  a  chair 
she  thought  she  could  get  home.    Dr.  Bigler  came 
immediately  to  get  one  of  the  boys  to  go  for  a 
chair,  but  they  wete  afiaid  and  would  not  go.  She 
said  if  no  one  would  go  she  would  go  heiself. 

The  sight  of  Dr.  Halvetson,  all  covered  with 
mud  and  wounds  and  blood,  had  nerved  her  lo  any 
endeavour  lo  get  her  home,  not  knowing  how  bad- 
ly Di.  Halverson  might  be  hurt. 


She  marched  through  the  streets  with  a  look  of 
defiance  on  her  face  that  made  the  coolies  shrink 
away  as  if  they  had  been  struck.    On  her  way 
to  the  chair  station  she  came  upon  a  dead  man 
in    the    street.    This   was   some   little  distance 
east  of  where   Dr.    Halverson   was.    The  mob 
there    had    cooled    down    and    some    of  them 
had   gone  away  eastward,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  they  saw  Dr.  Bigler  as  she  approached  the 
dead    man.     Doubtless  they    thought  she  was 
going  lo  get  his  brains  and  eyes  for  medicine, 
like    they    think    the    Hongkong    doctors  do, 
and    they    began    to     yell     "Kill     her!  kill 
the  foreign  devil  woman  "  !     But  ihey  seemed 
lo  be  afiaid  of  her  and  kept  at  a  distance  and 
threw  stones.    Through  mistake  she  turned  into 
a  blind  street  but  did  not  know  it.    When  the 
mob  saw  her  enter  this  street  they  gave  a  savage, 
triumpant  shout  thinking  thai  ihey  had  their  victim 
caged.    They  showered  the  stones  thick  and  fast, 
but  in  their  eagerness  and  rage  they  got  such  large 
slones  that  most   fell   short  of  the  mark.  One, 
however,  hit  her  on  the  head  and    would  likely 
have  killed  her  had  it  not  been  for  her  thick  sun 
hat.    It  cut  through  the  hat  and  into  her  scalp, 
knocking  her  over  against  the  street  wall,  but  she 
did  not  fall. 

When  she  saw  that  she  could  not  get  out  at  that 
end  of  the  street  she  inquired  of  two  burly  follows 
standing  in  a  door,  if  she  could  get  through  the 
house  to  the  nexl  street,  but  they  bolted  the  door  for 
an  answer.  Realizing  her  danger  she  calmly  faced 
the  mob  and  walked  straight  toward  it.  That  was  to 
much  bravery  for  the  mob,  and  they  began  to  re- 
treat. The  hundred  howling,  bloodthirsty  villains 
quailed  before  the  determined  face  and  attitude 
of  one  lone  Christian  woman  ! 

At  this  juncture  a  Christian  Chinaman  living 
there  rushed  out  and  took  her  into  his  house. 
This  aroused  the  mob  more,  but  the  brave  fellow 
stood  his  ground  like  a  hero  and  actually  shamed 
the  mob  into  quietness. 

About  the  lime  the  Customs  men  and  soldiers 
arrived  at  Mr.  Barton's,  Dr.  Halverson  heard  the 
noise  over  east  and  said  the  mob  was  after  Dr. 
Bigler.  Immediately  Mr.  Barton,  Mr.  Hayden, 
Captain  Forsylhe,  a  Frenchman,  and  a  German 
whose  names  I  cannot  recall,  and  a  Chinese 
officer  set  out  for  her  rescue.  They  found  her 
safe,  and  the  mob  vanished  as  if  swallowed 
up  by  the  earth  on  their  approach.  They  gallant- 
ly escorted  the  doctor  to  Mr.  Barton's  and  from 
there  they  brought  both  ladies  home.  But  no  mob 
followed  them  any  of  the  way  back,  and  there  was 
no  demonstration  of  any  kind  in  our  street.  The 
people  here  have  always  been  comparatively  friend- 
ly and  have  never  shown  any  ugly  spirit. 


ENGLISH  NEWS. 


The  University  of  Oxford  has  taken  a  step  of 
a  very  liberal  character.  It  has  decided  to 
establish  new  degrees  which  shall  be  granted, 
after  a  course  of  special  study  or  research,  to 
members  of  the  University  who  have  passed 
the  examination  qualifying  for  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  to  persons  not  being 
graduates  of  Oxford  who  have  given  satisfactory 
proof  of  general  education  and  of  fitness  to 
enter  on  a  course  of  special  study.  By  this 
means  the  University  hopes  to  encourage  post- 
graduate studies  of  a  mature  and  specialized 
character,  and  to  encourage  and  reward  similar 
studies  in  the  case  of  persons  not  otherwise 
affiliated  to  the  University.  The  Times  says 
that  this  scheme  "  seems  to  be  well  calculated 
to  strengthen  the  hold  of  Oxford  on  the  intellec- 
tual life  of  the  nation  and  to  spread  its  roots 
wider  and  deeper  over  the" whole  field  of  learn 
ing." 

The  sensation  got  up  by  the  Spectator  with 
reference  to  the  tree-marking  in  India  is  now 
covered  with  ridicule.  The  limes  points  out 
that  the  marking  of  trees  is  a  religious  rile  of 
the  most  ancient  character  in  India.  Sir  Henry 
Sleeman,  in  1835,  found  the  name  of  Rama  in- 
scribed on  innumerable  trees  in  the  Central 
Provinces,  the  object  being  to  spread  (he  fame 
of  Vishnu.  In  1864  the  trees  in  the  south- 
west of  Bengal  were  marked  with  red  to  appease 
the  Goddess  of  Destruction,  after  British  law 
had  abolished  the  charakpuga,  an  abominable 
custom  of  suspending  men  in  the  air  with  a 
hook  through  the  large  muscle  of  their  back  in 
her  honour.  Sir  Alfred  Lyall  records  a  case  of 
wisps  of  straw  being  tied  round  trees  in  Bengal 
to  circulate  a  caste  prohibition  against  keeping 
pigs.    The  mango  marking  that  suggested  the 


Spectator's  speculations  is  believed  to  have  been 
simply  a  charm  to  restore  the  fertility  of  the-, 
trees,  there  having  been  a  failure  of  the  mango 
crop  in  Bengal  and  Behar  this  year. 

Unfortunately  it  turns  out  to  be  true  that  two 
British  soldiers  appropriated  King  Lobengula's 
gift  of  $1,000  and  suppressed  his  message  of 
submission,  with  the  disastrous  result  that  Major 
Wilson  and  his  party  were  destroyed  and  that 
hundreds  of  native  lives  were  sacrificed.  The 
two  men  have  been  sentenced  to  14  years' 
imprisonment. 

The  success  of  the  cooperative  movement  in 
England  is  very  remarkable.  At  the  26th 
annual  Cooperative  Conference  held  at  Sunder- 
land on  May  14th,  it  was  found  that  the  number 
of  cooperative  societies  at  the  close  of  last  year 
was  1,655,  w'th  the  total  membership  of 
1,298,587  and  an  aggregate  share  capital  of 
^"14,556,960.  The  net  profit  on  the  year's 
transactions  was       678, 004. 

A  Special  Correspondent  of  the  The  Times 
has  contributed  to  that  journal  a  series  of  ad- 
mirable letters  showing  what  England  has  done 
in  Egypt.  The  Times  epitomizes  his  facts 
thus : — 

We  have  done  many  things  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  lot  of  the  Egyptian  people.  We  have 
abolished  the  grinding  tyranny  under  which  they 
existed  for  uncounted  generations.  We  have 
substituted  fixed  and  moderate  taxation  for  the 
arbitrary  and  unlimited  exactions  of  the  organized 
robbery  called  Oriental  government.  We  have 
enabled  the  fellah  to  hold  up  his  head  as  a  free 
man,  instead  of  cringing  as  a  helpless  slave  before 
every  petty  official.  We  have  brought  modern 
science  to  bear  upon  the  ruins  of  an  irrigation 
system  due  to  the  science  of  an  older  civilization, 
and  have  enormously  increased  at  once  the  area 
and  the  copiousness  of  the  indispensable  supply  of 
Nile  water  to  the  thirsty  land.  We  have  brought 
justice  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest,  at  least  as 
far  as  that  can  be  done  in  face  of  persistent  and 
bitleropposition  from  the  privileged  classes.  While 
we  have  thus  interfered  in  many  ways  with  the 
doings  of  bad  ruleis,  we  have  abstained  fiom 
meddling  with  the  habits  and  customs  of  the 
people  themselves.  We  have  Iefl  them  free  to 
expand  under  the  removal  of  ihe  crushing  weight 
of  tyranny  and  maladministration.  In  short,  we 
have  given  them  a  chance  to  show  what  is  in  them 
and  lo  work  out  some  kind  of  emancipation  for 
themselves  from  the  effects  of  ages  of  servitude. 

The  prelates  of  the  Church  of  England  are 
much  concerned  about  the  fate  of  the  Welsh 
Disestablishment  Bill.  All  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bishop  of 
Worcester,  have  issued  a  manifesto  characteriz- 
ing the  Bill  as  a  proposal  to  dismember  the 
Church,  and  appealing  to  every  Christian  man 
to  consider  carefully  the  effect  of  the  vote  he 
may  record. 

Admiral  Sir  Michael  Culme-Seymour,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron, 
won  the  veterans'  race  at  the  Mediterranean  Fleet 
Athletic  Sports  held  at  Malta  on  April  27th. 

The  Pall  Mall  Budget  has  an  illustrated 
article  on  Japanese  acting.  The  article  is  en- 
titled "A  talk  with  Dangero."  It  is  one  of  the 
thinnest,  most  uninteresting  compilations  we 
have  ever  read. 

The  Pope,"  says  a  writer  in  the  Pall  Mall 
Budget,  "has  just  built  a  new  wing  in  connec- 
tion with  the  pavilion  in  the  Vatican  gardens, 
which  adjoins  the  tower  where  his  Holiness  seeks 
refuge  from  the  heat  of  midsummer.    The  struc- 
ture is  elegant  in  appearance  and  very  comfortable 
as  regards  its  internal  fittings,  being  provided 
with  a  lift  and  various  modern  improvements. 
Here  are  quartered  the  Sisters  who  prepare  (he 
pies,  cakes,  and  other  sweet  dishes  to  which  the 
Holy  Father  is  particulary  addicted  ;  and  with 
them  is  another  company  of  nuns,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  looking  after  the  household  linen, 
and  making  the  cassocks,  tippets,  slippers,  and 
other  articles  of  attire  that  compose  the  Papal 
wardrobe.    These  ladies  wear  a  very  becoming 
blue  costume,  with  a  long  skirt  cut  train  fashion. 
Leo.  XIII.  eats  very  little  meat,  but  is  very  fond 
of  small  birds,  which  abound  in  the  secluded 
grounds  of  the  Vatican.    He  does  not,  however, 
kill  them  himself  with  a  catapult,  as  some  Pro- 
testant slanderers  have  averted,  the  business 
of  supplying  his  larder  being  intrusted  to  a 
gardener,  who  uses  an  ordinary  shot-gun." 
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THE  ASSASSINATION  OF  M. 
CARNOT. 


IF  any  event  could  have  been  re- 
garded as  improbable  in  the  ex- 
treme, it  would  have  been  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  French 
Republic  by  an  Italian.    It  is  idle  to 
speculate  on  the  cause  of  the  crime. 
Possibly  the  shocking  incident  was 
another  outcome   of   the  anarchical 
mania  responsible  for  so  many  horrors 
of  late  in  France.    Possibly  it  was 
merely  the  frealc  of  a  murderous  mad- 
man.   Its  sadness  is  intensified  by  the 
fact  that  in  a  few  months  more  M. 
Carnot's  term  of  office  would  have 
expired  and  with  sincerity  not  doubt- 
ed   by   any   he    had    declared  his 
resolve  not  to  serve   another  term. 
Elected  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
State  on  December  3rd,  1887,  he  was 
on  the  eve  of  completing  the  allotted 
Presidential    period    of   seven  years 
when  this  miserable  fate  overtook  him. 
He  leaves  behind  him  an  excellent 
record.    No  one  has  ever  seriously 
questioned    the   admirable    tact  and 
ability  that  he  brought  to  the  dis- 
charge of  his  difficult  duties,  and  when 
his   resolve  not  to  seek  re-election 
next  November  became  known,  the 
French  nation,  while  regretting  the 
retirement  of  such  a  competent  states- 
man, must  have  been  glad  to  think 
that  he  was  about  to  descend  with 
dignity  from  a  position  upon  which 
his  occupation  had  shed  only  lustre. 
Having    barely    attained    his  fifty- 
seventh    year,    M.    CARNOT  might 
reasonably   have   looked    forward  to 
a   long   spell  of   happy  retirement. 
Not  many  opportunities  of  public  use- 
fulness present  themselves  to  an  ex- 
President  who  deliberately  steps  aside 
from  the  political  arena,  yet  we  can 
scarcely  think  that  at  M.  CARNOT's 
age  his  country  could  have  consented 
to  his   permanent  effacement.  The 
whole  civilized  world  will  share  France's 
mourning  over  this  inexpressibly  piti- 
able event. 

Monsieur  MARIE  FRANCOIS  SADI 
CARNOT  was  born  at  Limoges  in  1837 
and  became  Under-Secretary  of  Public 
Works  thirty  years  later.  He  received 
his  first  portfolio,  that  of  Public 
Works,  in  1880,  and  subsequently 
served  twice  as  Minister  of  Finance, 
in  1882  and  1886.  But  for  this  most 
uutoward  incident  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion— which  is  effected  by  the  Senate 
and  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  united 
in  a  National  Assembly,  or  Congress — 
would  have  taken  place  on  the  2nd  of 
next  November,  and  eight  candidates 


were  understood  to  be  in  the  field,  M. 
M.  Casimir-Phrier,  Maquin,  Bris- 

SON,  CHALLEMEL-LACOUR,  M  KLINE, 
DUPUY,  WALDECK-ROUSSEAU  and  Ad- 
miral GERVAIS.  Few  of  these,  how- 
ever, from  the  outset,  could  be  regard- 
ed as  having  any  substantial  chances. 
M.  Maquin,  Director-General  of  the 
Bank  of  France,  and  M.  M10LINE,  the 
leader  of  Protectionism  in  the  Re- 
public, were  not  supposed  to  be  serious- 
ly anxious  for  the  honour, and  Admiral 
GERVAIS'  claims  possessed  scarcely  any 
validity  outside  the  circle  of  Franco- 
Russian  enthusiasts.  M.BRISSON  count- 
ed on  Radical  and  Socialistic  support 
alone.  M.  DUPUY,  the  Premier,  is 
very  unpopular  and  M.  WALDECK- 
ROUSSEAU  could  not  have  hoped  to 
have  commanded  sufficient  votes.  The 
contest  really  lay,  so  Reuter  informs 
us,  between  the  Premier,  M.  Dupuy, 
M.  Casimir-Perier  and  M.  Brissqn; 
and  eventually  resulted  in  the  return 
of  M.  Casimir-Perier.  This  states- 
man will  find  it  difficult  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  high  office  with  such 
grace  and  tact  as  M.  CARNOT  in- 
variably displayed. 


A  NOTABLE  MUSICAL  ENTERTAIN- 
MENT. 


THE  concert  of  Saturday,  the  1 6th  inst., 
at  the  Rokumei-kwan,  was  devised  by 
the  members  of  the  Musical  Society  of 
Japan  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  good  will 
to  Professor  DlTTRlCH,  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice in  this  country  has  nearly  expired,  and 
who  will  soon  return  to  his  home  in  Eu- 
rope.   It  might  perhaps  have  been  more 
fitting  if  the  initiative  in  this  demonstra- 
tion had  been  taken  by  the  foreign  com- 
munity as  a  body,  instead  of  by  a  private 
organization  largely  composed  of  native 
amateurs.    It  is  true  that  Mr.  DlTTRICH's 
professional  relations  have  been  with  the 
Japanese  exclusively,    and  his  principal 
labours  have  been  in  their  behalf;  but  if 
the  question  of  obligation  be  strictly  con- 
sidered, it  appears  that  the  account  of 
indebtedness  has  been  made  even  by  the 
Japanese,  as  a  business  matter,  while  no 
practical  acknowledgment    of  his  claim 
to  gratitude  has  been  offered  by  the  alien 
residents  to  whose  entertainment  he  has 
contributed     with     unstinted  liberality. 
Looking  over  the  files  of  the  Mail  for  the 
past  three  or  four  years,  we  find  that  he 
has  been  the    mainspring   and  moving 
power  of  some  forty  concerts, — eleven  of 
which  have  been  given  in  the  cause  of 
Charity.    In  an  artistic  sense,  most  of  his 
concerts  may  be  regarded  as  works  of 
charity,  for  they  have  kept  alive  a  musical 
spirit   ill   Tokyo    that  otherwise  might 
have  fallen  into  stagnation,  and  have  been 
the  means  of  enlarging  the  experience  of 


connoisseurs,  and  often  enabling  them  to 
form  at  least  a  suggestive  acquaintance — 
sometimes  a  very  full  acquaintance — with 
the  advancing  course  of  musical  ideas  in 
Surope.    If  it  be  represented  that  the 
successive    performances  at  the  Uyeno 
Academy  were  all  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
and  not  primarily  ID  the  interest  of  the 
public,  we  may  remark  that  the  teacher  at 
that  institution  was  under  no  compulsion 
to  prepare  elaborate  and  attractive  pro- 
grammes for  the  periodical  exhibitions, 
nor  to  train  his  pupils  in    choice  pro- 
ductions of  modern  composers,  no  echo  of 
which  would  have  reached  this  country 
without   his   intervention.     The  merest 
perfunctory  rehearsal  of  exercises  would 
have  satisfied  all  absolute  requirements. 
If  we  do  not  now  realize  what  Mr.  DlTTRlCH 
has  done,  we  shall  feel  it  after  his  de- 
parture ;  unless  the  fates  are  moved  by 
some  singular  impulse  of  friendliness  to 
send  a  deus  ex  machina  that  shall  worthily 
take  his  place. 

Although  under  Japanese  management, 
and  mainly  attended  by  Japanese  auditors, 
the  entertainment  of  the  16th  attracted  a 
good  number  of  foreigners,  and  was  as 
successful,  artistically  and  practically, 
as  could  be  desired.  The  programme 
contained  some  features  of  most  agree- 
able novelty.  Not  the  least  of  these  was 
the  appearance  of  a  vocalist  familiar  to 
Yokohama,  but  not  hitherto  heard  in 
this  city.  Miss  BLOXHAM  charmed  the 
assemblage  by  her  grace  and  delicacy  of 
expression,  and  by  a  refinement  of  method 
which  gave  evidence  of  very  careful  and 
conscientious  cultivation.  A  good  voice 
and  natural  taste  are  excellent  posses- 
sions, but  the  singer  who  trusts  wholly  to 
these  endowments  cannot  expect  to  win 
the  high  prizes  of  art.  In  the  two  songs 
chosen  by  this  lady, — both  of  them  be- 
longing to  a  more  elevated  class  of  com- 
position than  the  usual  concert  re- 
pertory,— the  merit  of  her  style  was 
strikingly  apparent,  and  the  appreciation 
of  the  listeners  was  testified  in  demands 
for  repetition  that  were  not  willingly 
suspended. 

The  students  of  the  Academy  con- 
tributed vocally  and  instrumentally  to 
the  occasion,  playing  a  number  of  violin 
pieces  with  their  acccustomed  accuracy 
and  neatness,  and  singing  with  fine 
spirit  the  Guttenberg  Festival  Anthem 
of  MENDELSSOHN, — originally  written  for 
voices  of  men,  but  re-arranged  by  Mr 
DlTTRlCH  for  his  full  chorus.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  skill  of  the  young 
ladies  in  following  difficult  modula- 
tions, and  carrying  melodic  themes 
through  various  harmonic  changes,  was 
shown  in  their  delivery  of  a  capricious 
Fantasy  entitled  "The  Nixie's  Song." 
Such  execution  by  Japanese  scholars  is  a 
never-ceasing  marvel.  At  intervals  during 
the  evening  the  compact  orchestra  led  by 
Mr.  ECKERT — a  musician  best  known  in 
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this  community  by  his  ability  in  training 
military  bands  to  a  remarkable  proficiency 
— gave  an  interesting  variety  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  single  example  of  Bu-gaku 
was  witnessed  with  more  than  ordinary  at- 
tention, probably  owing  to  the  aptitude  of 
the  young  dancer,  whose  lithe  and  sinuous 
movements  were  the  perfection  of  sym 
metry.  The  display  was,  as  usual,  mainly 
a  succession  of  studied  poses  ;  but  as  as 
sumed  by  this  well-favoured  youth,  the 
attitudes  often  seemed  like  an  embodi- 
ment of  statuesque  inspirations.  Whe- 
ther the  foreign  spectators  were  better 
disposed  than  they  sometimes  are  toward 
this  species  of  divertisement,  or  the  re- 
presentative of  the  ancient  art  was  excep- 
tionally gifted,  it  is  certain  that  the  ex 
hibition  was  received  with  uncommon 
manifestations  of  approval. 

The  concert  would  have  afforded  ge 
nuine  pleasure  without  its  chief  distin 
guishing  incident,  but  the  performance  in 
which  Messrs.  VON  KoEBER  and  DlTTRlCH 
were  united  was  of  a  character  to  lift  it,  in 
an  important  particular,  far  about  the  grade 
of  such  musical    entertainments  as  are 
ordinarily  possible  here.    To  many  it  was 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  a  pianist  of  Mr 
VON  KOEBER'S  attainments  should  have  re- 
mained unknown  to  the  public  through  the 
year,  or  more,  of  his  residence  in  Japan 
That  his  light  has  been  so  long  hidden 
seems  due  to  his  modest  and  unobtrusive 
disposition  ;  and  partly,  it  may  be,  to  a 
sensitiveness  which  has  often  kept  artists 
of  a  very  high  rank  in  comparative  retire 
ment.     As  to  the  likelihood  of  his  re- 
appearance hereafter,   we   are   not  pri 
vileged  to  speak,  but  it  is  evident  that 
the    community    will    suffer  a  depriva 
tion    if   he  persists    in  adhering   to  his 
rule  of  seclusion.    The  piece  chosen  by 
him  was  a  duet,  the  piano-forte  part  of 
which  was  composed  by  THALBERG, — the 
sight  of  whose  once  familiar  but  now  rare 
ly  remembered  name  impels  us  to  turn  for 
a  moment  from  the  subject  in  hand,  and 
offer  a  humble  tribute  to  this  great  in- 
strumental reformer.     Not  having  been  a 
creator,  in  the  true  sense,  his  works  are 
disappearing  from  view,  and  the  causes  of 
the  immense  influence  he  wielded  during 
his  active  career  are  passing  out  of  popular 
recognition.    To  understand  his  position 
in  the  history  of  art,  we  must  look  to 
his  antecedents,  and  to  the  condition  of 
pianoforte   writing   when   he  first  came 
before  the  world   some  sixty  years  ago. 
Up  to  that  time  the  instrument  had  il- 
lustrious exponents,  varying  in  degrees 
of  mind  and   originality^  and   many  of 
them  honoured  as  men  of  broad  genius 
and  power  in  their  day.    But  if  their  pro- 
ductions be  now  examined,  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  used  the  piano  for  the  expres- 
sion of  general  ideas, — which  might  have 
been    as    well  conveyed,    if  not  better, 
through  the  larger  medium  of  the  orches- 
tra,— and  not  with  a  view  to  its  peculiar 
individuality.    They  confined  themselves 


to   musical   statements,   often  noble  in 
themselves   and   amplified   by  masterly 
outworkings,  but  rarely    suited    to  the 
especial  characteristics  of  the  piano.  The 
resources  of  the  instrument  were  not  fully 
comprehended.     Its  relations    of  treble 
and  bass  were  frequently  kept  so  wide 
apart  that    the  ear  ached  at  the  void. 
Occasional  leanings  in  the  right  direction 
were  discernible,  as  in  the  attempts  of 
WEBER  and  others  to  bridge  the  awkward 
spaces,  but  until  THALBERG  grasped  the 
problem  there  was  no  realization  of  the 
vital  fact  that,  by  certain  combinations 
and  ingenuities  of  fingering,  two  hands 
might  be  made  to  do  the  work  of  four, 
according  to  the  old  method,  and  that  the 
sonorous   capabilities  of  the  instrument 
might  be  doubled,  and  its  eloquence  and 
intensity  increased  in  a  still  greater  ratio. 
In  the  vast  looming  of  this  age  of  mighty 
inventions   the    popular   imagination  is 
apt  to  be  caught  only  by  agencies  that 
greatly  serve  material  progress  or  aim 
at  far-reaching  supernatural  results  : — the 
locomotive  engine,  burning  to  ashes  all 
old  journey  measurements  and  crushing 
miles  in  moments;  the  electric  messenger, 
which  turns  to  colossal  fact  the  wildest 
poetry  or  prophecy  of  magical  romance  ; 
the  modern  telescope,  piercing  the  depths 
of  the  firmament  and  bringing  to  light 
the  stars  that  have  slept  unrevealed  through 
eternity ;    the   custodian    and  projectile 
of  sound,   carrying   forward   the  living 
voices  of  to-day,  with  every  cadence  pure 
and  true,  to  the  infinite  ages  beyond  us. 
Yet  akin  to  all  these,  whether  the  degree 
be  remote  or  near,  is  the  discovery  that 
created  a   new  world  of  musical  possi- 
bilities, and  opened  a  region  previously 
unsuspected — or  at  the   best  but  dimly 
dreamed  of — to  artistic  exploration  and 
development.  That  is  what  THALBERG  did. 
Taking  the  themes  of  an  opera  like  "  The 
Huguenots,"  he  arranged  them  as  such 
themes   had    never   been   arranged  be- 
fore.   He  rejected  the  lumber  of  scales 
which  play  so  large — and  tedious — a  part 
in  the  old-time  sonatas,  and  keeping  the 
melodies  ever  uppermost,  he  wove  around 
them  the  boldest  heroics  of  manipulative 
treatment,  with  radiations  and  addendathat 
brilliantly  emphasized  the  motives,  while 
never  contaminating  -them.    The  strong 
fibre  of  a  clearly  defined  musical  statement 
can  sustain  this  overlaying  of  decoration,  if 
judiciously  applied,  as  THALBERG  proved 
by  a  hundred  unfailing  examples,  and  as 
musicians  have  admitted  by  the  universal 
adoption  of  his  method.    Greater  than  he 
have  profited  by  the  lessons  he  taught, 
but  none  has  surpassed  him  in  the  execu- 
tive control  of  the  instrument  with  which 
his  name  should  be  indissolubly  associated. 
His  school  remains  as  he  founded  it.  Noth- 
ing of  value  has  been  added  since  he  intro- 
duced the  perfected  mechanism  illustrated 
in  works  like  "The  Huguenots"  duet — 
upon  the  recollection  oi  which,  with  his  own 
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ing  therein,  we  have  ventured  to  base 
these  commemorative  observations. 

In  this  great  artist's  own  time  there  were 
few  who  felt  it  safe  to  attempt  the  feats 
which  he  performed  with  matchless  facility. 
But  as  the  study  of  the  piano  progressed 
on  the  lines  he  had  indicated,  his  intricate 
combinations  were  more  readily  grasped, 
and  the  system  became  general.  In  our 
day,  there  is  little  in  his  arrangements 
before  which  a  pianist  of  real  ability  need 
recoil.  Proportionately  as  the  performer 
is  endowed  with  taste,  sensibility  and 
judgment,  so  will  he  find  it  more  or 
less  easy  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
of  Thalberg'S  scores  and  to  set  forth  their 
full  meaning.  It  did  not  appear  to  us,  at 
this  first  hearing,  that  Mr.  VON  KOEBER 
was  lacking  in  any  of  the  qualities  re- 
quisite for  their  successful  interpretation, 
although  the  self-possession  essential  to 
complete  composure  before  an  audience 
was  not  always  visible.  In  private,  we 
believe  he  would  be  faultless.  On  this  occa- 
sion he  was  so  nearly  so  that  none  but  a 
pedant  could  challenge  his  title  to  mastery 
of  the  most  advanced  technique.  For  him 
the  piano  has  no  secrets.  The  "Hugue- 
nots "  duet  is  filled  with  tours  de  force, 
but  all  are  easily  under  his  subjugation,— 
the  daring  leaps  from  octave  to  octave, 
the  quick  reduplication  of  chords  at 
distant  intervals,  the  intrepid  rush  of 
intertwining  thirds  and  sixes,  no  less 
than  the  dainty  arpeggios  that  dart  from 
his  fingers  like  gleaming  spray.  How 
many,  we  wonder,  of  all  who  heard  him 
with  delight,  paused  to  reflect  upon  the 
years  of  assiduous  study  by  which  alone 
such  faculty  of  achievement  can  be  ac- 
quired? How  many,  either,  gave  a 
thought  to  the  incalculable  repetitions  of 
practice  without  which  no  violinist  is 
qualified  to  produce  the  ripple  of  aerial 
harmonics  that  overruns  a  passage  of  this 
same  duet?  The  world  is  not  yet  so  ac- 
cordant with  the  higher  cultivation  but 
that  skeptics  will  ask — "  Cut  bono :  is  it 
worth  while?" — All  comes  to  those  who 
wait,  and  the  time  is  sure  to  arrive  when 
the  most  incredulous  will  learn  that  any- 
thing, everything,  is  "  worth  while  "  that 
adds  a  single  grace  to  art, — and  this  not 
solely  for  art's  exclusive  sake  : — 
Ingenuas  didicisse  fideliter  artes 
Emollit  mores  nec  sinit  esse  feros. 
To  listen  to  performances  like  some  of 
those  vouchsafed  at  this  concert  is  to 
receive,  whether  knowingly  or  unconsci- 
ously, a  distinct  addition  to  a  liberal 
education.  The  influence  is  the  same  as 
that  which  grows  from  the  contemplation 
of  a  noble  painting,  or  the  perusal  of  an 
exalting  poem. 

Mr.  Dittrich's  power  to  confer  enjoy- 
ment is  too  well  known  to  require  acknow- 
ledgment at  this  late  day.  He  bore  the 
principal  burden  of  the  evening,  having  to 
do  with  eight  of  the  thirteen  numbers  in 
the  programme.    Armed  with  his  violin  he 
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is  at  his  best — at  least  so  far  as  the  general 
public  can  ascertain.  He  played  a  slow 
movement  by  VlEUXTEMPS  with  exquisite 
feeling,  and  a  fragment  by  BRUCH  with 
exceeding  dexterity  of  execution  ;  and  his 
share  in  the  "  Huguenots  "iuet — the  twin 
part  of  which  was  written  by  DE  BERIOT — 
afforded  an  admirable  example  of  worthy 
companionship  in  a  well-balanced  conjunc- 
tion of  forces.  There  could  be  no  question 
as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  congratulations 
tendered  him  at  the  close  of  this  memorable 
entertainment. 


DR.  KIT  AS  AT  0  AND  THE  PLAGUE. 
 ♦  

RR.  KITASATO'S  telegram  that  he 
had  discovered  the  origin  of  the 
plague  remains  a  solitary  message,  and 
for  the  sake  of  his  scientific  reputation  we 
trust  that  he  did  not  frame  it  in  the  form 
of  its  transmission.  His  cablegram,  "  we 
have  discovered  the  origin  of  the  plague," 
presumably  means — supposing  it  to  have 
been  sent  in  that  shape — that  he  has  dis- 
covered a  micro-organism  which  is  the 
specific  cause  of  the  disease,  for  he  is  a 
bacteriologist,  and  that  is  what  a  bacterio- 
logist usually  means  when  he  speaks  of 
the  cause  or  origin  of  a  disease.  But  Dr. 
KlTASATO  has  been  in  Hongkong  only  a 
few  days,  and  in  that  time  it  is  not  possible 
to  carry  out  the  researches  needed  to 
prove  that  a  specific  micro-organism  is  the 
cause  of  a  specific  disease.  Such  researches 
must  enable  us  to  establish  five  condi- 
tions : — First,  the  malady  must  have  dis- 
tinct and  constant  features,  so  that  it  can 
be  clearly  identified.  Secondly,  the  micro- 
organism must  be  clearly  distinguished 
from  all  other  known  forms  by  its  size 
and  shape,  by  its  staining  properties,  and 
above  all  by  the  peculiarities  it  exhibits  in 
a  pure  cultivation — that  is  to  say,  in  a 
cultivation  free  from  all  other  organisms. 
Thirdly,  the  organism  must  occur  in  the 
blood  or  tissues  in  every  case  of  the 
disease.  Fourthly,  it  must  not  occur  in 
the  human  body  except  in  cases  of  the 
disease  ;  and  fif thy,  the  inoculation  of  a 
pure  cultivation  of  the  organism  must 
give  rise  to  the  disease.  It  is  only  when 
all  these  conditions  are  rigorously  fulfilled 
that  complete  scientific  proof  can  be  said 
to  be  forthcoming.  They  have  been  ful- 
filled hitherto  in  very  few  diseases — in 
anthrax  and  tuberculosis,  for  example,  and 
notably  in  tetanus  by  this  very  Dr.  KlTA- 
SATO, working  in  KOCH'S  laboratory.  The 
association  of  a  peculiar  bacillus  with 
tetanus  was  discovered  by  NlCOLAIER,  but 
it  was  by  Dr.  KlTASATO's  investigations 
that  its  causal  relations  with  the  disease 
were  definitely  established.  In  the  case 
of  many  diseases,  though  it  has  not  hitherto 
been  possible  to  fulfil  all  the  conditions, 
several  have  been  satisfied  ;  and  on  a  wide 
view,  after  prolonged  investigation,  scienti- 
fic men  have  been  led  to  conclude,  with 
considerable  probability,  that  they  have 


isolated  the  organism  which  is  the  specific 
cause  of  the  disease.  Now  how  far  can 
it  have  been  possible  for  Dr.  KlTASATO 
to  fulfil  the  above  conditions  in  the 
case  under  consideration  ?  The  first  is 
already  fulfilled — the  plague  is  a  de- 
finite and  easily  recognised  disease.  As 
to  the  rest,  however,  though  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  Japanese  investiga- 
tor may  have  discovered  a  hitherto  un- 
known micro-organism  in  the  blood  or  the 
tissues  of  patients  suffering  from  the 
plague,  yet  the  tedious  and  elaborate 
processes  necessary  for  obtaining  a  pure 
culture  and  for  investigating  the  life  history 
of  a  new  micro-or.ganism,  can  not  have 
been  carried  out  by  him  in  the  time  hither- 
to at  his  disposal.  He  may  have  found 
this  organism  in  the  few  cases  he  has  had 
time  to  examine,  but  he  certainly  has  not 
had  sufficient  interval  to  prove  that  the 
organism  is  present  in  all  cases  of  the 
disease,  and  present  only  in  cases  of  that 
particular  disease.  If  there  is  no  mistake 
in  the  telegram,  what  has  occurred  is  pro- 
bably this  : — Dr.  KlTASATO  has  discovered 
a  hitherto  unrecognised  micro-organism  to 
be  present  in  the  blood  or  tissues  of  the 
plague  patients  he  has  examined,  and  has 
formed  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  cause 
of  the  disease.  In  such  a  case,  the  specu- 
lator may  in  the  end  prove  to  have  been 
right.  But  he  may  also  prove  to  have 
been  wrong,  and  in  either  event,  we  can 
not  regard  his  precipitancy  as  scientific. 
The  telegram  transmitted  from  Hongkong 
suggests  the  immodest  haste  of  a  specula- 
tor eager  for  priority  and  notoriety  rather 
than  the  sober  zeal  of  the  scientific  in- 
vestigator whose  supreme  object  is  the 
discovery  of  truth. 


A  NEW  JOURNAL  IN  SHANGHAI. 
 4.  

SHANGHAI  is  to  have  a  third  journal, 
the  China  Gazette.  Its  appearance  from 
the  beginning  of  July  is  announced  under 
the  editorship  of  Mr.  HENRY  O'SHEA,  who 
is  also  the  proprietor.  We  do  not  know 
whether  Shanghai  has  any  need  of  a 
third  newspaper,  but  our  impression  is 
that  the  presence  of  this  new  competitor 
will  serve  no  special  purpose  except  to 
divert  from  its  contemporaries  a  measure 
of  the  support  already  barely  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  preserve  their  high  stan- 
dard. Eastern  communities  have  their 
idiosyncracies.  Among  other  traits  they 
possess  such  abundant  charity  that,  re- 
gardless of  merit  or  demerit,  they  extend 
encouragement  to  every  worker.  In  a 
Western  town  a  journal,  to  obtain  sub- 
scriptions or  advertisements,  must  es- 
tablish its  title  to  public  approval.  If  it 
ail  to  deserve  support,  it  inevitably  diesf. 
But  in  the  Orient  subscribers  put  their 
names  down  and  merchants  send  in  their 
advertisements  for  the  sake  of  the  editor 
rather  than  on  account  of  the  ability  of  the 
editing.    It  is  quite  a  curious  thing  to  con- 


template the  columns  of  the  Yokohama 
journals.  There  are  actually  six  of  them, 
and  in  all  alike  the  same,  or  nearly  the 
same,  shipping,  banking,  and  tradal  adver- 
tisements figure  daily.  No  advertiser  can 
possibly  imagine  that  in  such  a  tiny  town 
so  many  newspapers  are  required  to  give 
an  announcement  proper  circulation. 
When  there  were  only  three  journals  ad- 
vertisers found  themselves  in  just  as  close 
contact  with  their  clientele  as  they  are  now 
with  six.  In  the  matter  of  news,  too,  there 
is  not  sufficient,  or  nearly  sufficient,  for 
each  paper  to  have  its  specialty.  All 
publish  the  same  items.  They  may 
dress  them  up  differently,  but  the  facts 
are  common  property  and  so  also  are 
the  fictions  very  frequently.  Yet  sub- 
scribers and  advertisers  patronize  the 
entire  six,  and  would  probably  patronize 
eight  or  ten  were  there  as  many  in  the 
field.  There  is  a  kind  of  tyranny  in  the 
matter  :  the  tyranny  of  the  horny-con- 
scienced  editor  who  has  no  scruples  what- 
ever about  being  journalistically  unfriendly 
to  everyone  that  does  not  support  him  ; 
and  the  tyranny  of  moral  cowardice  that 
impels  the  public  to  display  weak-kneed 
impartiality  instead  of  exercising  indepen- 
dent discrimination.  After  all,  however,  it 
is  perhaps  the  public  themselves  that  suffer 
most,  for  by  dividing  their  patronage  among 
so  many,  they  are  not  able  to  offer  substan- 
tial rewards  to  any,  and  they  consequently 
get  a  great  deal  of  very  poor  stuff,  paying, 
at  the  same  time,  a  very  high  price  for  it. 
Possibly  these  remarks  may  seem  to  do 
unwitting  injustice  to  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  new  Shanghai  journal.  But 
of  him  we  do  not  speak,  knowing  nothing. 
Our  comments  are  of  the  most  general 
description.  It  is  evidently  imagined  that 
to  succeed  as  a  journalist  demands  less 
ability  than  success  in  any  other  walk  of 
life.  Just  as  wine-merchandise  is  the  pis- 
aller  of  broken-down  traders  in  the  West, 
so  journalism  is  the  last  resource  of  out-at- 
elbow  failures  in  the  East.  However,  folks 
are  their  own  masters  in  these  matters.  If 
they  have  time  and  inclination  to  read 
several  repetitions  of  the  same  intelligence 
in  varied  guise  of  type  and  diction,  that  is 
their  own  look-out.  We  find  their  taste 
curious,  but  proverbially  tastes  are  not  to  be 
accounted  for.  We  hope,  however,  that 
the  China  Gazette  may  prove  a  magnificent 
affair  in  every  way.  It  has  heavy  metal  to 
encounter  in  the  arena,  but  unless  Mr. 
O'SHEA'S  name  belies  him,  he  comes  of  a 
nation  that  loves  fighting. 

Renter's  Agency  is  informed  thai  the  Govern- 
ment have  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  whereby  two 
of  the  company's  largest  steamers,  the  Britannia 
and  the  Rome,  have  been  chartered  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  the  Indian  trooping  work  for  the 
season  1894-95,  commencing  in  September  next. 
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A  MOST  UNPARDONABLE  SLANDER. 


IN  the  Boyeki  Shimbun  of  the  22nd  in- 
stant we  find  an  article  under  the  sensa- 
tional title,  "The  treatment  of  Japanese 
employes  in  foreign  firms  is  the  treatment  of 
slaves."  The  statements  contained  in  the 
articlearecruel  and  unaccountableslanders. 
The  writer  sets  out  by  saying  that  the 
saddest  effects  of  the  recent  earthquake 
were  experienced  by  persons  engaged  in 
tea-firing  in  Yokohama,  and  then  proceeds 
to  descant  upon  the  hardships  endured  by 
these  folks — how  the  pittance  they  earn 
scarcely  enables  them  to  support  their 
families  ;  how  they  are  compelled  to  work 
hard  all  day  long  amid  painful  conditions 
of  intense  heat  under  the  superintendence 
of  harsh  Chinese  overseers,  who  not  only 
drive  them  mercilessly  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, but  also  treat  them  with  extreme 
severity  on  extraordinary,  shutting  them 
in  rigidly  at  times  of  conflagration,  for 
example,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  go 
to  the  succour  of  their  families.  By  way 
of  instance  the  recent  destructive  fire  in 
Motomachi  is  referred  to.  Our  contem- 
porary says  that  the  tea-firing  folks,  though 
they  prayed  earnestly  for  leave  to  go 
and  look  after  their  homes,  were  compel- 
led to  remain  at  their  work,  and  when  they 
escaped,  it  was  only  to  find  their  houses  in 
ruins.  Again,  during  the  earthquake  on 
the  20th  instant,  the  Chinese  overseer 
shut  the  gates  of  a  certain  firm — evidently 
Messrs.  WlLSON  and  Co.,  are  referred  to — 
and  would  not  allow  the  employes  to  es- 
cape, the  result  being  that  they  were 
caught  by  a  falling  roof  and  suffered  terrible 
injuries,  the  proprietor  of  the  firm  mean- 
while looking  on  from  a  window  and  not 
attempting  to  aid  the  unfortunates.  "  In 
Japan,"  the  Boyeki  concludes,  "even  pri- 
son doors  are  thrown  open  at  such  a  time, 
and  it  may  therefore  be  truly  said  that 
foreigners'  hearts  are  not  human.  We 
trust  that  the  Authorities  will  call  upon  the 
Consular  Court  to  make  due  inquiry  into 
this  matter." 

It  is  at  once  unfortunate  and  unpardon- 
able that  such  comments  should  be  made 
journalistically  upon  the  strength  of  evi- 
dence absolutely  incorrect.  A  moment's 
reflection  should  have  showed  the  Boyeki 
Shimbun  that  its  remarks  on  the  general 
circumstances  of  Japanese  employed  in  tea- 
firing  godowns  are  unjust  and  irrelevant 
Unquestionably  the  work  in  a  tea-firing 
godown  is  hard  in  so  far  as  the  temperature 
of  the  place  is  concerned,  but  in  respect 
of  actual  physical  exertion,  it  will  not  bear 
comparison  for  one  instant  with  the  labour 
that  devolves  upon  persons  engaged  in 
cultivating  rice-fields.  Many  -  other  oc- 
cupations could  be  adduced  that  tax  the 
strength  and  endurance  more  severely. 
But  such  a  discussion  is  quite  needless 
The  plain  fact  is  that  the  Japanese  them- 
selves, so  far  from  being  deterred  by  the 
conditions  existing  in  a  tea-firing  godown 
eagerly  seek  employment  there.  Crowds 


of  applicants  for  the  work  assemble  from 
day-break  in  the  vicinity  of  the  godowns, 
and  those    "taken    on"   are  objects  of 
envy  to  those  rejected.     That  the  wages 
are  low  is  untrue.    In  no  other  occupation 
could  the  same  emoluments  be  earned  by 
persons  of  the  same  class.     The  writer  in 
the  Boyeki  Shimbun  need  be  under  no 
doubt  as  to  these  points.     The  most  cur- 
sory inquiry  will  satisfy  him.     His  un- 
informed and  emotional  writing  deserves 
only    one    appellation — pure  mischief- 
making.    We  do  not,  of  course,  pretend 
to  affirm  that  the  Chinese  overseers  are 
invariably  gentle  and  considerate.  That 
would  be  an  extravagant  claim  to  advance 
on  behalf  of  any  overseers  of  labour  any- 
where.. But  we  do  confidently  affirm  that 
the  foreign  employers,  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases,  are  humane,  benevolent  men,  in- 
capable of  countenancing  abuses  such  as 
the  Boyeki  Shimbun  recklessly  lays  to  their 
charge.     In   the   particular  case  of  the 
earthquake  on  the  20th  instant,  it  is  ab- 
solutely false  to  say  that  any  attempt  was 
made  to  close  the  doors  and  prevent  the  exit 
of  the  people  ?    Why  should  such  a  course 
have  been  pursued  ?     The  employes  are 
not  paid  until  the  end  of  their  day's  work. 
If  they  leave  before  receiving  their  wage, 
the  loss  is  their  own.    It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  when  an  operation  like  tea- 
firing  is  in  question,  the  heated  pans  can- 
not be  abandoned  at  a  moment's  notice 
and  the  tea  left  to  roast  unturned.  But 
apart  from  the  obvious  limit  of  latitude 
thus  imposed,  the  people  are  subject  to  no 
undue  restraint,  and  we  venture  to  affirm 
that  there   does  not   exist  so    much  as 
one    European    or   American  merchant 
in  this  Settlement  who  would  hesitate 
to  choose  the  total  loss  of  all  the  tea  in  a 
set  of  pans  rather  than  restrain  an  unfor 
tunate  coolie  from  hastening  to  the  aid  of 
his  family  in  a  conflagration.    That  is  the 
kind  of  stuff  that  foreigners'  hearts  are 
made  of,  not  the  inhuman  material  alleged 
by  the  Boyeki  Shimbun.    No  pains  have 
been  spared  by  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Com- 
pany to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
people  injured  at  their  works  by  the  earth 
quake.     On  inquiry  we   learn    that,  in 
addition  to  the  help  given  directly  by  the 
firm,  Mr.  P.  SARDA  has  donated  a  sum  of 
$100;  Messrs.  Frazar  &  Co.,  $50;  Mrs. 
LlNDSLEY,  one  of  the  principal  promoters 
of  the  Jizen-kai  Hospital,  has  collected 
over  $100  from  foreign  ladies  on  the  Bluff 
and  the  office  staff  have  also  subscribed 
liberally  toward  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
Further,  if  the  editor  of  the  Boyeki  Shim- 
bun consults  the  columns  of  the  English 
local  press,  he  will  find  lists  of  large  sub- 
scriptions made  by  foreigners  in  aid  of  the 
Japanese  sufferers  by  the  recent  conflag- 
ration in  Motomachi.    In  the  whole  world 
there  can  not  be  found  any  community 
that  contributes  with  such  large-hearted 
liberality  to  the  relief  of  alien  distress  as 
the  foreigners  in  Yokohama  contribute  to 
the  relief  of  Japanese  distress,    What  the 


apanese  themselves  do  for  their  own 
people  is  thrown  into  the  shade  by  what 
the  foreign  residents  do  for  them.  Cer- 
tainly this  charity  is  not  inspired  by  any 
desire  to  win  enconiums  from  the  public 
neither  will  it  be  deterred  by  such  gross 
displays  of  ingratitude  as  the  Boyeki 
Shimbun  has  just  made.  But  of  all  the 
traits  that  disfigure  character  and  invite 
contempt,  ingratitude  is  the  most  effective. 
The  Boyeki  Shimbun,  in  seeking  to  blacken 
the  fair  fame  of  foreigners,  only  brings  dis- 
credit on  the  nation  to  which  it  belongs. 


THE  JAPANESE  IN  HAWAII. 


MR.  R.  D.  IRWIN,  Representative  of 
Hawaii  in  Japan,  who  recently  came 
back  from  Honolulu,  appears  to  have  been 
entirely  successful  in  negotiating  that 
Japanese  settlers  in  the  islands  should  be 
exempted  from  all  unfavourablediscrimina- 
tion  under  the  new  Constitution.  When 
Mr.  IRWIN  left  Honolulu  on  his  return  to 
Japan,  the  Constitutional  Convention  had 
discussed  and  passed  the  first  18  Arti- 
cles of  the  new  Constitution,  and  inasmuch 
as  the  17th  and  1 8th  Articles  alone  touch 
the  question  of  Japanese  privileges,  the 
anxiety  so  strongly  displayed  of  late  in 
this  country  should  now  be  finally  dis- 
pelled. The  17th  and  18th  Articles  run 
as  follow  : — 

Article  17. — Citizens. 
Section    i. — A  citizen   of    the   Republic  of 
Hawaii  shall  be  : 

A  person  born  in  llie  Hawaiian  Islands;  or, 
A  person  who  lias  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be- 
come, naturalized  according  to  law. 

Special  Rights  of  Citizenship. 
Section  2- — Any  person  not  a  Hawaiian  citi- 
zen, who  took  active  part,  or  other  wise  rendered  sub- 
stantial service  in  the  formation  of,  aiid  has  since 
supported  the  Provisional  Government  of  Hawaii, 
who  shall  within  six  months  from  the  promulga- 
tion of  this  Constitution  procure  from  the  Minister 
of  the  Inteiior  a  ceitificale  of  such  service,  in 
manner  and  form  herein  set  forth,  and  who  shall 
take  an  oath  to  support  this  Constitution  and  the 
law  of  the  Republic  so  long  as  he  shall  remain 
domiciled  in  the  Republic,  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  citizenship  without  thereby  preju- 
dicing his  native  citizenship  or  allegiance. 

Section  3. — For  the  purpose  of  identifying  the 
person  entitled  to  such  certificate,  the  Minister  of 
Inteiior  shall  appoint  such  number  of  examiners 
as  lie  may  deem  best,  to  leceive  applications  and 
take  evidence  upon  such  subject. 

Such  examiners  shall  certify  to  the  said  Minister 
a  description  of  each  person  found  to  be  entitled  to 
such  cei  lificate,  which  description  shall  include  the 
name,  age,  country  of  birth,  occupation,  length  of 
residence  in  Hawaii,  and  present  residence,  and 
shall  be  embodied  in  the  certificate. 

Section  4. —  It  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Minister  of  Interior  to  reverse  the  decision  of  any 
such  examiner  and  issue  a  certificate  Ip  any  person 
in  his  opinion  entitled  thereto  ;  and  to  issue  a  certi- 
ficate to  any  person,  who,  in  his  opinion,  is  not 
entitled  thereto. 

The  decision  of  ihe  Minister  sliall  be  final  and 
not  subject  to  appeaj  or  leview. 

."Sections. — Any  peison  to  whom  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  granted  shall  be  admitted,  upon 
application,  to  naturalization,  without  showing 
any  fur  ther  qualifications. 

Article  18. — Naturalization.  ^ 
Section  i. — The  naturalization  of  aliens  shall 
be  exclusively  within  the  jui  isdiction  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Com  t. 

The  piocedure  shall  be  such  as  may  be  provided 
by  law. 

Section  2. — An  alien  may  be  admitted  to 
citizenship  upon  the  following  conditions,  viz: — 

1.  He  shall  have  resided  in  the  Hawaiian  Is-, 
lands  for  not  less  than  one  year. 

2.  He  must  intend  to  become  a  permanent 
citizen  of  the  Republic. 
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He  shall  be  alile  niutersl.indinply  to  rend,  wiile, 
and  speak  llie  English  language. 

4.  Ha  shall  be  ahle  intelligently  to  explain,  in 
liis  own  words  in  the  English  language,  the  general 
meaning  and  intent  of  any  article  or  articles  of 
this  Constitution. 

5.  He  shall  be  a  citizen  or  subject  of  a  country 
having  express  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Re- 
public of  Hawaii  concerning  naturalization. 

6.  He  shall  be  of  good  moral  character  and  not 
a  refugee  from  justice. 

7.  He  shall  be  engaged  in  some  lawful  business 
or  employment  or  have  some  other  lawful  means 
of  support. 

8.  He  shall  be  the  owner  in  his  own  tight  of 
properly  in  the  Republic  of  the  value  of  not  less 
than  Two  Hundred  Dollars  over  and  above  all 
incum  bi  auces. 

9.  He  shall  have  taken  the  oath  prescribed  in 
Article  IOO  of  this  Constitution  and  an  oath  abjur- 
ing allegiance  to  his  native  land  or  that  in  which 
he  has  heretofore  been  naturalized,  and  of  al- 
legiance to  the  Republic  of  Hawaii. 

10.  He  shall  make  written  application,  verified 
by  oath,  to  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  setting 
forth  all  of  the  foregoing  requirements,  and  shall 
prove  the  same  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  Justice. 

The  oath  referred  to  in  the  9th  clause  of 

the  1 8th  Article  is  as  follows  : — 


COLONIAL  TRADE  WITH  JAPAN. 


"  I  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  in  the  presence 
of  Almighty  God;  that  I  will  support  the  Con- 
stitution, Laws  and  Government  of  the  Republic 
of  Hawaii;  and  will  not,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, encourage  or  assist  in  the  restoration  or 
establishment  of  a  Monarchical  form  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  Hawaiian  Islands." 

The  form  of  this  oath  may,  of  course, 
have  been  modified  by  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  but  even  as  it  stands  it  pre- 
sents no  specially  objectionable  feature. 

Japanese  residing  in  Hawaii  will  there 
fore  enjoy,  under  the  Republic  now  on 
the   eve   of  proclamation,   precisely  the 
same  privileges  and  rights  as  any  other 
ali  ens,  whether  Americans  or  Europeans 
We  notice  an  assertion  in  American  jour 
nals  that  the  Government  of  Japan  ad 
dressed  to  the  Provisional  Government  of 
Hawaii,  through  Mr.  Irwin,  despatches 
threatening  to  withdraw  Japaneselabourers 
from  the  islands  and  to  restrict  further 
emigration  unless  immigrants  were  made 
eligible  for  the  franchise.    The  same  jour- 
nals add  that  the  planters  were  consequent- 
ly making  strenuous  efforts  to  obtain  Por- 
tuguese labourers  from  the  Azores  and 
that  a   commission   would  probably  be 
despatched  at  once  to  Portugal  for  the 
purpose.    These  are  probably  newspaper 
exaggerations.     Doubtless  the  Japanese 
Government's    attitude   on   the  subject 
was   firm,  but  the   negotiations  do  not 
seem  to  have  produced  any  feeling  of 
umbrage  such  as  might  be  inferred  from 
recourse  to  Portuguese  labour.    It  will  be 
observed  from  the  Articles  we  have  quoted 
that  Japane.se  children  born  in  Hawaii  are 
Hawaiian  citizens.    It  will  further  be  ob- 
served that  in  order  to  bring  her  subjects 
within   practical  reach  of  the  privileges 
guaranteed  by  the  Hawaiian  Constitution, 
Japan    must    conclude    a  naturalization 
treaty  with  Hawaii.     She  has  shown  a 
good  deal  of  delay  about  naturalization 
arrangements,  and  may  consequently  re- 
quire some  time  before  concluding  such  a 
treaty.    But  that  is  her  own  affair.  We 
have  only  to  note  that  the  disabilities  so 
much  complained  of  by  Japanese  politi 
cians  and  journalists  are  now  removed. 


The  Victorian  Government  has sent  out  a  Com* 
tnercial  Commission  to  the  East  and  Fat  East  to 
inquire  into  the  possibilities  of  opening  new 
markets  for  Australian  produce,  and  reciprocally 
to  devise  means  of  introducing  the  products  oi 
Eastern  countries  into  Australia.  Accompany 
ing  the  Commission  is  Mr.  S.  Jerome  Dyer 
Special  Correspondent  of  the  Melbourne  Argus 
who  is  making  independent  inquiries  and  em 
bodying  their  result  in  articles  for  that  journal 
Mr.  Dyer  has  earned  a  high  reputation  in  Aus 
Italia  for  agricultural  and  commercial  know 
ledge.    He  is  the  author  of  a  very  excellent 
work,   "Victoria  and   its  Resources,"  written 
recently  for  the  Government  of  Victoria.  His 
opinions  are  embodied  in  the  following  inter- 
view with  a  representative  of  the  Japan  Mail: — 

How  long  have  you  been  in  the  East,  Mr.  Dyer? 
—I  have  been  travelling  through  the  East  for  the 
past  six  months  as  a  1  epi  esentati  ve  of  the  Argus 
and  Australasian  of  Melbourne,  and  also  in  the 
interests  of  some  of  the  leading  producers  of 
Australia.  My  object  is  to  see  what  products 
and  manufactures  we  can  take  from  the  East  and 
what  products  the  East  can  take  from  us.  I  have 
been  through  Ceylon,  India,  Burmah,  Straits 
Settlements,  Hongkong,  and  China,  and  have  now 
arrived  in  this  country,  which  I  am  quite  assured 
is  by  far  the  most  important  of  Eastern  countries 
to  Australia.  Dm  ing  the  greater  part  of  my  trip 
I  have  been  accompanied  by  two  officers  of  the 
Melbourne  Customs  Department — Messrs.  Rowe 
and  Kelly — who  have  been  despatched  to  these 
countries  with  a  laige  assortment  of  butter, 
cheese,  jams,  wines,  and  other  samples  of 
Australia's  products,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibit- 
ing them  to  the  merchants  of  the  East,  and  thereby 
ascertaining  whether  openings  exist  for  such  goods 
in  these  mai kets. 

Have  you  discovered  any  good  prospects  ?— Cer- 
tainly. Things  look  very  promising.  Not  only 
geographically  and  climatically  are  the  positions 
of  Japan  and  Australia  favourable  to  the  most 
satisfactory  trade  relations,  but  the  arts,  customs, 
and  tastes  of  the  peoples  are  such  as  should  pro- 
mote a  large,  regular,  and  profitable  interchange 
of  raw  and  manufactured  goods  between  the  two 
countries.  Australia  is  not  a  manufacturing 
country,  nor  will  it  be  for  many  generations,  if 
ever.  I  mean  not  a  manufacturing  country  to  the 
extent  of  supplying  markets  outside  its  own  terri- 
tory. It  is  essentially  a  countt  y  of  raw  products. 
For  the  sake  of  brevity  I  include  all  food  products 
and  liquors,  such  as  dairy  and  fruit  products, 
wines,  brandy,  etc.,  under  the  heading  of  raw  pro- 
ducts. Japan  is  entirely  different.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  only  raw  products  it  can  profitably 


produce  to  any  extent  are  tea,  rice,  and  silk.  It 
is  essentially  a  manufactui  ing  country.  The  Japan 
ese  are  artistic,  patient,  and  astonishingly  quick 
in  picking  up  and  applying  new  ideas.  They  live 
cheaply  and  cheerfully,  and  work  at  one-tenth  the 
daily  wage  of  the  Australian  artisan.  They  never 
appear  to  complain  and  give  their  employers'  their 
full  monies'  worth. 

I  suppose  the  contrast  between  the  prices  of 
labour  in  Japan  and  Australia  strikes  you  foicibly  ? 
—  In  truth  it  does.     In  Australia  the  labourer  costs 
more  to  feed  than  twenty  Japanese  in  the  same 
walk  of  life  ;  his  clothing  costs  forty  times  more,  and 
lisluxuries, generally  just  as  much  as  there  is  left  in 
his  pocket.    This  state  of  things  should  leave  the 
labouring  community  at  the  mercy  of  the  employers 
were  things  in  Australia  as  they  are  in  Japan,  but 
ades'  Unions  fix  the  rate  of  wage  and — in  most 
cases — the  number  of  hours  per  day  that  the  men 
have  to  woi  k,  thus  leaving  the  majority  that  are 
inclined  that  way,  enough  time  every  day  to  spend 
their  spare  cash  in  whatever  luxuries  their  minds 
may    incline  to.    The   Japanese   have  the  ad- 
vantage again  in  the  law  permitting  ihem  to  work 
as  long  as  they  like,  whereas  in  Australia  the  Go- 
vernment studies  the  peoples'  health  to  the  extent 
of  prohibiting  them  to  woi  k  beyond  eight  bonis 
or  thereabouts,  per  day.   I  might  further  add  thai 
the   Japanese  are  artistic    and  persevering,  and 
adapted  by  their  peculiar  characteristics  to  manu- 
facture the  most  unique  and  highly  finished  fabrics 
and  wares  at  a  cost  that  cannot  be  approached  by 
any  of  our  civilized  countries.  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  the  people  of  Australia  have  not  these  capaci- 
ties, and  that  they  aie  wise  enough  to  know  it. 
Unless  in  one  or  two  unfortunate  exceptions,  they 
do  not  waste  time  in    endeavouring  to  falsify 
nature,  or  in  building  a    structure    which  their 
policy  undermines,  by  attempting  the  art  of  manu- 
facturing wares  and  fabrics.    I  might  briefly  refer 
to  one  example.    Austialia  is  the  land  where  most 
of  the  woi  Id's  best  wool  is  produced.  It's  ptincipal 


place  ol  sale  is  Melbourne,  the  capital  of  (he  Aus- 

tralian  Colony  of  Victoria.  It  was  only  natural  fur 

the  people  of  the  colony  to  consider  that,  having 
the  wool  at  their  doom  they  could  manufacture 
cheaper  goods  than  weie  imported, — especially  as 
these  goods  weie  made  in  England  out  of  wool  im- 
posed from  Austialia.  To  assist  in  this  laudable 
project  the  Government  put  customs  duties  ave- 
1  aging  from  30  to  35  per  cent,  upon  imported 
woollen  goods.  Notwithstanding  all  these  favour* 
able  circumstances  the  locally  made  material  was 
not  able  to  compete  against  the  imported  article. 

You  think,  then,  that  Japan  has  special  manu- 
facturing aptitudes  r— Yes,  Japan  promises  to  be  a 
manufacturing  country  of  the  fit  st  degi  ee,  and,  were 
there  more  regular  shipping  sei  vices  and  cheaper 
freights  between  the  two  countries,  Australia  with 
its  raw  products  and  Japan  with  its  manufactures 
would  rapidly  become  united  and  dependent  upon 
each  other  in  the  strongest  commercial  relationship. 

Do  you  see  any  other  reasons  for  close  commer- 
cial relations  between  Austialia  and  Japan? — 
Yes,  there  is  another  view  which  stiikes  me 
as  being  by  no  means  unimportant  for  Japan. 
There  are  none  of  Great  Britain's  possessions  as 
important  and  valuable  to  the  Empire  as  Austra- 
lia. The  people  of  Great  Britain  have  monetary 
interests  in  Australia  to  the  extent  of  £400,000,000, 
a  sum  equivalent  to  over  4,000,000,000  yen. 
There  are  many  other  causes  which  tend  to  make 
Austialia  of  great  value  to  England,  but  the  finan- 
cial interest  may  be  considered  the  main  one;  a 
circumstance  which  should  not  cause  much  surprise. 
Were  the  trade  relations  between  Japan  and  Aus- 
tralia to  become  as  important  as  a  little  careful 
fostering  and  enterprise  would  make  them,  Japan 
could  always  rely  upon  England's  friendship  and 
assistance.    I  need  scarcely  explain  why. 

Have  you  made  the  acquaintance  of  leading 
Japanese? — I  had  an  extremely  interesting  con  versa- 
tion  on  Fi  iday  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kentai  o  Kaneko, 
your  Vice-Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce, 
upon  these  matters,  and  he  entirely  concurred  in  my 
views.  Mr.  Kaneko  is  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  well-informed  statesmen  I  have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  meeting.  He  informed  me  that  the  matter 
of  improving  the  trade  relations  between  Japan 
and  Australia  has  occupied  his  attention  for'some- 
time,  and  he  intends,  when  parliament  meets, 
bring    the    matter    before    the  Government. 


He  interested  me  considerably  with  an  account 
of  his  efforts  in  connection  with  the  movement 
that  has  been  going  on  for  the  development  of  a 
good  breed  of  horses  in  Japan.     He  quite  con- 
curred in  my  suggestion  that  perhaps  the  most 
practical  and  inexpensive   means  of    doing  this 
would  be  to  encourage  the  importation  of  horses 
from  Australia.    I  might  mention  that  for  many 
years  the  Biitish  cavalry  of  India  have  been  im- 
porting upwards  of  3,000  horses  every  year  from 
Australia.    Four-fifths  of  this  supply  have  been 
sent  from  Melbourne.    I  am  confident  that  these 
horses  would  suit  the  Japanese  cavalry  much  belter 
than  the  small  beefy-shouldei  ed,  shambling  ponies 
al  present  in  use.    Were  the  Japanese  Military 
authorities   to  give  the  matter  any  encourage- 
ment people  in  Melbourne  would  readily  take  the 
1  'sic  of  sending  up  one  or  two  consignments  on 
tiial.    This  conversation  upon  live  stock  reminds 
me  that  Mr.  Kaneko  was  surprised  to  hear  that 
Austialia  could  supply  Japan  with  the  same  high 
quality  of  mutton  that  Australia  is  now  expoiting 
to  England,  at  half  the  price  that  Chinese  mutton 
is  imported.    He  said  that  if  such  be  the  case 
the  people  of  Japan  would  be  delighted  to  gel  a 
change  from  beef,  which  may  be  said  to  be  the 
only  meat  obtainable.    That  imported  from  China 
is  too  expensive. 

I  doubt  about  the  prospects  of  a  mutton  market  in 
Japan.   Bui  there  are  other  goods,  I  presume,  that 
you  have  in  view  ? — Cei  tainly.    Australia  can  sup- 
ply the  following  products  to  Japan  cheaper  and  of 
better  quality  than  can  be  obtained  from  any  other 
country  in   the  world — wool,   tallow,  flour,  dairy 
products  such  as  butter,  cheese,  hams,  bacon,  and 
condensed  milk,  fresh  fruits  such  as  pears,  apples 
and  grapes,  giain,  sole  leather,  candles,  spiiils, 
wines,  jams  and  other  provisions,  cattle,  horses, 
sheep,  coke,  and  many  other  products  of  minor 
importance.    Japan   can  supply   Australia  with 
tea,  paper,  cotton   and  wooden  goods,  sulphur, 
camphor,    dried,    salt  and   tinned    fish,  ginger, 
silks,   cigarettes,  matches,  fans,  mats,  pictures, 
screens,  umbrellas,  and  an   inumerable  quantity 
of  porcelain,  bronze,  wood  and  cane  wares,  and 
other  manufactures.  And  yet  Japan  is  only  at  the 
beginning  in  its  era  of  manufacturing  for  foreign 
countries. 

Have  you  any  special  suggestion  to  make  in 
connection  with  your  project  ? — Well,  Mr.  Kaneko 
has  informed  me  that  an  industrial  exhibition  is  to 
be  held  at  Kyoto  about  the  middle  of  next  year. 
I  would  suggest,  in  fact  I  would  wish  lhat  a  slight 
departure  be  made  in  its  constitution,  to  this  ex- 
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lent,  lliat  Auslialia  be  informed  that  space  will  be 
alloiied  (or  a  display  of  its  raw  products.  If  this 
suggestion  is  favourably  received  I  will  gladly  give 
all  the  assistance  in  my  power  towards  collecting 
and  forwarding  a  good  representative  collection 
of  our  country's  goods,  so  that  the  manufacturers 
of  Japan  may  see  for  themselves  what  Australia 
can  give  them  in  return  for  their  wares.  I  earnest- 
ty  hope  that  whatever  is  done  will  not  be  under- 
laUen  half-heartedly.  Whatever  is  worth  doing 
at  all  is  worth  doing  well,  and  I  cannot  do  better 
than  repeat,  with  reference  to  this  hope,  the  old 
but  seldom  heeded  proverb  that  "  half  measures 
are  worse  than  none." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Our  readers  must  distinctly  understand  that  we  are  in  no 
sense  responsible  for  the  sentients  or  opinions  of  our 
correspondents,  for  the  accuracy  of  their  assertions,  or  for 
the  deductions  they  may  choose  to  draw  therefrom.! 


THE  DISASTER  AT  No.  258. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Japan  Mail." 

Sir,— It  is  most  dishearting  to  receive  the  out- 
rageous attacks  that  have  been  made  upon  us  by 
the  Japanese  newspapers,  in  regard  to  the  cala- 
mity which  overtook  us  on  Wednesday  last.  We 
have  handed  you  copies  of  these  papers  so  you  can 
see  the  unreasonable  statement  they  have  made 
against  us.  We  have  done  everything  in  our 
power  to  relieve  the  sufferers,  an  account  of  which 
has  already  appeared  in  your  colomns. 

Immediately  afler  the  accident  the  writer  visited 
the  hospital  on  the  Bluff  where  the  injured  were 
taken,  and  did  everything  in  his  power  to  make  ihe 
inmates'  as  comfortable  as  tender  nursing  and 
medical  cai e  could  under  the  circumstances.  Al- 
though we  did  not  do  any  work  on  our  premises 
yesterday,  we  paid  all  regular  employes  and  lo-day 
we  have  more  people  working  in  our  godowns  than 
on  the  day  of  the  earthquake. 

Hoping  you  will  use  every  means  to  show  how 
uncalled  for  these  attacks  in  the  Japanese  news- 
papers have  been. 

We  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

WILSON  &  Co. 
Yokohama,  June  22nd,  1894. 


down  and  should  have  a  similar  capacity  to  with- 
stand rough  usage. 

Up  to  the  level  of  the  window  sills  the  spaces 
between  the  timbeis  may  be  panelled  in  with 
fairly  massive  brickwork,  which  will  assist  in  giving 
stability  to  the  whole  structure,  and  by  its  weight 
will  to  a  considerable  extent  absoib  and  retard  the 
transmission  of  earthquake  shocks. 

Above  that  level  nothing  heavier  than  laths 
and  plaster,  and  perhaps  slates  or  tiles,  should 
be  used  for  the  filling  in,  and  even  these  should 
be  as  light  as  possible  towards  the  upper  part,  so 
that  any  motion  communicated  to  the  lower  part 
may  be  taken  up  and  followed  by  the  upper  part 
as  simultaneously  as  possible,  and  with  the  least 
possible  resistance  from  inertia  or  deadweight. 

It  is  of  course  intended  that  eveiy  limber  of  the 
framing  should  be  fully  exposed  to  view,  both  in- 
side and  outside,  and  the  construction  of  every 
joint,  splice,  or  scarpt  should  be  patent  and  not 
concealed. 

The  roof  might  be  formed  of  two  layers  of  stout 
boards,  tiot  merely  tacked  on,  but  nailed  down  as 
if  the  existence  o(  the  building  depended  upon 
ihem  alone,  and  with  a  space  of  three  inches  be- 
tween the  layers  (netted  to  keep  out  the  spar 
rows)  through  which  the  air  could  freely  circulate 
The  joints  of  the  outer  layer  should  run  vertically, 
and  should  be  covered  by  stout  bevelled 
moulded  strips  at  least  3  inches  wide,  and  the 
whole  might  the!)  be  painted  or  tarred  and  well 
sanded. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  such  a  structure  as 
I  have  described  would  not  only  be  pleasing  to 
the  eye,  but  would  have  a  life  three  or  four  times 
as  long  as  any  brick  structure  that  could  be  built 
for  the  same  cost.  It  would  also  afford  aichi 
lects  an  opportunity  to  display  their  skill  it 
artistic  carpentry,  and  to  originate  a  new  method 
of  treatment,  instead  of  continuing  to  adopt 
style  of  architecture  which,  however  well  adapted 
for  other  localities,  is  decidedly  out  of  place  in  this 
unstable  countiy. 

Yours  &c  W.  SILVER  HALL, 

9A  Tsukiji, 

Tokyo,  June  25th,  1894. 


Bricks  and  mortar  alone  (even  the  best 
cement  masonry)  do  not  possess  sufficient 
elasticity  for  the  tests  the  tops  are  put  to  in  a 
violent  earthquake.  These  materials  suffice  for 
resstue.  If  therefore  we  add  a  material  which 
will  provide  for  the  important  factors  of  torsion 
and  tensile  and  transverse  shearing  strain,  the 
equisite  security  is  attained. 

Only  since  a  few  years  is  it  generally  known 
(and  in  European  countries  protected  by  patents) 
that  there  is  an  extraordinary  adhesion  between 
cement  and  uncorroded  iron.  They  adhere  so 
rmly  that,  for  example,  if  a  strong  wire  is  laid 
into  cement  and  the  cement  allowed  to  harden,  it 
cannot  be  extracted  without  completely  breaking 
up  the  cement  block  again.  The  explanation  of 
this  lies  in  the  fact  that  beyond  the  fact  of 
adhesion  iron  and  cement  have  approximately  the 
same  coefficient  of  expansion  and  in  the  fact  lhat 
cement  absoi  bs  all  surronding  moisture,  the  iron 
being  thus  preserved  uncorroded. 

The  proposition  to  be  presented  here  rests  on 
these  characteristics.  The  accompanying  sketch 
makes  the  construction  plain. 


ST. 


ANDREW'S  CHURCH,  SHIBA, 
TOKYO. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — I  hear  that  a  meeting  has  been  called  for 
Wednesday  next,  the  27th  inst.,  to  discuss  the 
rebuilding  of  St.  Andrew's  Church.  As  I  shall  be 
unable  to  be  present,  will  you  kindly  allow  me  to 
offer  a  suggestion  through  the  medium  of  your 
columns  ? 

Although  I  am  not  an  architect,  but  merely  an 
engineer,  I  have  had  some  experience  with  struc- 
tures liable  to  distortion  through  subsidence  of  the 
giound  in  colliery  and  mining  districts  and,  afler 
all,  building  construction  in  Japan  is  as  much  the 
business  of  the  engineer  and  carpenter  as  of  the 
architect. 

Our  recent  experience  of  biick  buildings  has 
been  decidedly  unfavourable  to  the  use  of  that 
mateiial,  except,  perhaps,  for  the  most  massive 
edifices,  where  a  free  use  of  roiled  iron  joists  and 
similar  reinforcements  can  be  adopted — a  style  of 
woik  which  is  scarcely  suitable  for  church  archi- 
tecture. 1  presume  also  that  no  one  would  ad- 
vocate an  iion  church,  pure  and  simple,  although 
even  that  mateiial  may  be  artistically  treated,  as 
for  example  in  the  roofs  of  St.  Pancras  and  of 
York  railway  stations,  and  in  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land's riding  school. 

The  mediaeval  half-timbered  style  of  building, 
of  which  we  have  so  many  excellent  examples  in 
England,  appears  fauly  to  meet  the  difficulty.  I 


would  suggest  that  the  whole  building  be  com- 
pletely framed  in  a  skeleton  of  fairly  massive 
Umbers,  Oregon  pine  by  pieference,  as  it  is  more 
tiuslwoilhy  than  most  Japanese  woods,  and 
can  be  obtained  ill  logs  of  sufficiently  laigesize 
at  a  leasonable  piice.  Each  loof  truss  and  its 
supporting  posts  should  foi  m  one  continuous  fi  anie 
fiom  foundation  to  ridge  and  from  ridge  to  foun- 
dation, and  the  line  of  posts  forming  each  side  wall 
should  be  thoioughly  laced  together  from  end  to 
end  (of  course  leaving  suitable  openings  for  the 
windows)  and  strutted  from  the  outside.  No  reli- 
ance should  be  placed  on  mortises  and  tenons, 
except  to  prevent  initial  slipping;  in  fact,  I  would 
sooner  see  them  foi  bidden  altogether,  as  their  abuse 
is  quite  as  frequent  as  their  use.  Wrought  iron 
straps  and  bolls  should  be  freely  used.  The  whole 
stiuctuie  should  ill  fact  bear  a  stiong  family  ie- 
semblance  to  the  framing  of  a  ship  turned  upside 


EARTHQUAKE-PROOF  CHIMNEYS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Japan  Mail." 
Sir, — While  many  are  no  doubt  still  profoundly 
impressed  with  the  effects  of  the  recent  earthquake 
kindly  allow  the  undersigned  to  give  to  ihe  public 
in  your  esteemed  paper,  as  early  as  possible,  a  few 
hints  respecting  the  repairs  of  some  of  the  ravages 
produced.  It  would  go  far  beyond  a  newspaper 
article  to  attempt  to  discuss  special  construction 
and  technical  rules  for  securing  new  buildings 
But  in  view  of  the  many  injuries  to  chimneys 
evident  on  all  sides,  it  is  ihe  simple  object  of  these 
lines  to  present  in  lime,  before  such  chimneys  ar 
set  up  again  on  old  lines,  a  method  of  construct 
ing  them  which  will  no  doubt  greatly  help  to  avert 
such  disasters  in  the  future.  While  perhaps  the 
method  is  not  absolutely  secure  against  all  possible 
assaults  of  earthquakes,  still  it  has  in  it  virtues 
which  will  no  doubt  secure  chimney  tops  against 
anything  like  the  recent  calamity. 

Afler  the  big  Gifu  earthquake  of  1891,  many 
writers,   professional  and  otherwise,  gave  tliei 
ideas  on  this  question.    Some  wanted  to  build 
chimneys  enliiely    free    from    contact    with  the 
building,  (or  at  least  free  from  the  roof),  leav 
ing  room  enough    so   lhat    the  chimney  migl 
oscillate    freely  and  independently  as  determin 
ed   by  its   own  elasticity.     It  may  be  possibl 
with  much  difficulty  to  secure  this  freedom  from 
contact  with  the  roof,  but  it  is  in  practice  next  to 
impossible  to  carry  this  principle   through  with 
respect  to  the  walls  and  floors.  Architectural  tech 
nique  might  no  doubt  conquer  even  these  practical 
difficulties,  but  even  if  it  did  so,  there  are  enough 
instances  on  hand,  especially  in  the  Gifu  earth- 
quake and  also  in  the  recent  instance,  to  prove 
(hat  chimneys  standing  perfectly  free  like  those  of 
factories,  do  nevertheless  fall.     This  same  pos- 
sibility would  also  remain  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
house  chimneys,  which  in  diameter  and  height  are 
in  comparison  often   at    a  disadvantage,  not  to 
speak  of  relative  inferiority  in  the  construction  of 
the  shaft  of  such  chimneys  as  a  inle. 

Others  again  think  that  by  carrying  thechiinneys 
up  pei  fectly  straight  from  foundation  to  top,  they 
have  fulfilled  their  duty  and  exhausted  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  case.  This  principle  should  un- 
doubtedly under  all  circumstances  be  accepted  as 
inconteslible,  and  not  deviated  fiom  ill  the  least. 
But  in  itself  it  evidently  does  not  yet  meet  all  re- 
quirements. The  real  difficulty  in  all  constructions 
seems  to  lie  in  the  distance  between  the  plane  of 
the  roof  and  the  top  of  the  chimney.  Very  rarely 
will  there  be  breaks  or  serious  bulgings  in  the  shaft 
inside  the  house  provided  the  shafi  is  well  and 
ptopet  ly  constructed  with  good  materials. 


The  coiner  bricks  of  the  chimney  tops  being 
three  quarter  bricks  to  be  laid  in  German  style, 
provided  with  holes  of  about  9  bit  in  diameter. 
None  such  being  in  the  market  yet,  they  have 
to  be  specially  ordered.  Some  may  object  lhat 
it  is  impossible  to  wait  till  such  bricks  are 
made.  Let  the  damages  to  roofs  otherwise  be 
repaired,  and  it  will  be  a  simple  matter  to 
cover  the  chimney  openings  in  the  roofs  tem- 
porarily for  a  mouth  or  two,  chimneys  not  being 
needed  in  the  summer.  Hereafter  these  bricks  will 
no  doubt  be  in  the  market.  About  three  feet 
below  the  roof,  we  begin  to  lay  these  bricks.  In 
these  holes  six  bu  round  iron  rods  are  inserted. 
These  rods  are  to  run  up  to  the  proposed 
height  of  the  chimney.  The  space  in  these 
holes  left  between  the  ironrods  and  the  bricks  is 
kept  carefully  filled  with  cement  morter,  and 
all  the  bricks  are  likewise  laid  in  the  same  way. 
These  corner  bricks  with  holes  have  to  be  put  on 
from  the  top  of  the  rods.  Every  4  or  5  courses 
of  brick,  hoop  iron  of  about  I  sun  6  bu  lo  6  t  in 
with  holes  at  the  ends  for  insertion,  connects 
all  four  rods  with  each  other.  These  sizes  are  for 
a  chimney  of  medium  size.  After  the  top  is  can  ied 
up  in  this  manner  a  decorative  cornice  as  light  as 
possible  may  be  laid  on  top,  and  thus  the  chimney 
is  finished.  In  general  a  top  should  not  be  carried 
too  high  above  the  roof.  It  may  be  extended  easily 
by  three  feel  or  so,  by  a  decorative  ten  a  cotta 
pipe,  which  is  light  and  can  be  easily  secured. 

This  entire  construction  is  simple,  cheap,  and 
secure.  Moreover  imperfect  and  dishonest  woi  k  can 
not  easily  produce  such  sei  ious  injury.  As  for  the 
rest,  the  chimney  top  should  be  built  as  light  as  pos- 
sible. In  general  half  a  brick  around  the  flues  as 
showniu  the  sketch  is  sufficient.  Nor  should  there 
be  any  ii  regulai  ily  or  digging  out  for  junction  with 
the  roof  nor  any  projecting  watei  tables.  Provision 
against  leakage  can  easily  besecured  without  these 
waiei  tables  which  aie  usually  found  in  the  old 
style  chimneys. 

The  undei  signed  has  been  frequently  asked 
whether  chimney  lops  of  iron  or  other  metal  are 
not  admisable.  Such  can  no  doubt  be  made  secure 
against  earthquakes,  and  if  they  were  not  so  easily 
corroded,  theie  would  be  no  special  objection. 
But  even  in  such  cases  the  brickwork  of  the 
chimney  would  have  lo  extend  at  least  a  foot 
above  the  roof,  so  that  it  may  be  securely  held 
by  the  roof.  Otherwise,  if  the  iron  chimney 
were  to  run  below  the  roof,  there  would  be  a  simple 
repetition  of  the  very  same  danger,  (he  brick, 
chimney  top  being  now  only  lowered,  and  under 
the  roof  instead  of  on  top.  The  results  may  be 
-easily  conceived. 
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Em Miquakes  have  proved  (a  the  undei  signed 
one  thing,  viz.,  that  all  confidence  in  bi  icl<  01  other 

solid  Structures  need  not  be  lost,   if  they  ai  e  built 

according  to  the  proper  requirements  of  technical 

science  ami  will)  careful  provisions  for  the  citcum- 

stances  meeting  us  here.  Yesterday,  the  under- 
signed  made  a  special  point  of  examining  the 
laiger  of  (he  two  buildings  executed  by  him  for 
the  Government  in  his  five  years  engagement 
here,— the  Saibansho  (Courts  of  Justice)  on  the 
Hibiya.  A  full  examination  revealed  (he  fact  that 
this  four  storied  building  did  not  suffer  in  the 
least.  The  Shihosho  (Depaitment  of  Justice) 
alongside  is  said  to  be  in  equally  pet  feet  condi- 
tion, The  earthquake  shook  this  immense 
Structure  without  showing  even  a  trace  of  any 
destructive  effect, — a  highly  encouraging  lesult, 
and  all  the  more  so  as  (he  building  could  not  rest 
on  naturally  solid  giound,  but  on  an  artificially 
prepared  layer  of  7  feet  of  sand  pounded  down. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  these  buildings 
are  not  a  mete  repetition  of  architectural  rules  as 
applied  at  home  in  countries  without  earthquakes, 
but  very  special  precautionary  provisions  were 
made  in  many  ways  so  as  to  meet  these  very  diffi- 
culties in  this  country. 

Trusting  that  the  above  may  be  helpful  to  some 
at  least  of  the  many  who  suffered  so  recently  and 
severely, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,    RICHARD  SEEL. 

Architect. 
Meiji  Gak  uin,  Shirokane,  Tokyo,  and 
25,  Main  St.,  Yokohama, 
June  22nd,  1894. 


AUSTRALIAN  GEM  STONES. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER. 

Sir, — The  increasing  frequency  with  which 
Australian  diamonds,  emeralds,  sapphires,  and 
other  gem  stones  are  making  their  appearance  in 
the  British  maiket,  has  naturally  awakened  some 
curiosity  respecting  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
found  in  a  country  hitherto  associated  with  ideas 
principally  of  wool  and  the  precious  metals.  In 
New  South  Wales,  (he  exis(ence  of  (he  diamond 
was  known  so  far  back  as  1851,  but  no  systematic 
efforts  in  the  shape  of  diamond  mining  were 
made  until  1869,  when  a  dimantiferous  locality 
at  Cudgegong,  a  few  miles  from  Mudgee,  dis- 
covered by  some  gold  diggers  in  1867,  yield- 
ed considerable  numbers  of  the  precious  stone, 
mostly  of  small  size,  (he  largest  being  between 
five  and  six  carats.  Some  few  years  la(er  dia- 
monds were  discovered  near  Bingera,  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  which,  up  to  the  present  time, 
several  thousand  small  diamonds  have  been  ob- 
tained. There  are  other  localities  in  which  dia- 
monds are  found,  and  at  some  future  date,  when 
the  necessary  experience  and  capital  are  forth- 
coming, diamond-mining  will  occupy  a  leading 
place  among  the  industries  of  the  colony.  The 
washdit  t  in  which  the  diamonds  are  found,  contains 
numerous  small  sapphires,  rubies,  garnets,  and 
other  gem  stones  and  mineral  substances.  No 
official  record  of  (he  number  of  diamonds  found  is 
kept,  but  Mr.  Coghlan,  Government  Statistician 
of  New  South  Wales,  estimates  that  up  to  the  end 
of  1887,  it  was  50,000.  The  New  South  Wales  dia- 
monds are  harder  and  much  whiter  than  the  South 
Africa  diamonds,  and  are  classified  on  a  par  wilh 
the  best  Brazilian  gems.  During  the  year  1889  the 
Malacca  Company,  near  Tingha,  found  diamonds 
weighing  2,195  carats,  valued  at  ,£898  5s.  In 
1891,  12,000  carats  of  diamonds  were  won  in  the 
Tingha  and  Inverell  districts,  but  no  value  has 
been  given.  Practically,  the  dimantiferous  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony,  even  that  at  Bingera,  have 
never  been  fully  prospected,  although  they  are 
known  to  be  numerous  and  extensive.  Among 
other  gem  stones  found  in  New  South  Wales  are 
the  sapphire, emerald,  oriental  emerald,  ruby,  opal, 
amethyst,  garnet,  chrysolite,  topaz,  cairngorm, 
onyx,  zircon,  &c,  which  are  frequently  met  with  in 
gold  and  tin-bearing  drifts,  and  river  gravel  in 
many  places  throughout  the  colony.  Emeralds  of 
good  quality  have  been  found  in  abundance  at  Em- 
maville,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  colony,  where 
the  Emerald  Proprietary  Company  have  sunk  two 
shafts,  100  ft.  and  50  ft.  respectively,  from  which 
25,000  carats  have  been  won  in  a  rough  state  ; 
their  value  when  cut  and  finished,  if  of  (he  best 
quality,  is  about  £2  per  carat.  Some  of  the  speci- 
mens shown  in  Sydney  were  extremely  beautiful, 
and  as  the  mines  are  more  fully  worked,  stones  of 
the  richest  character  will  probably  be  found.  At 
White  Cliffs,  near  Wilcannia,  in  the  north-west- 
ern portion  of  the  colony,  extensive  deposits  of 
opal  have  been  discovered,  principally  in  beds  of 
conglomerate  and  kaolin.  Here  a  township  has 
sprung  up  in  the  formerly  uninhabited  wilder- 
ness, the  value  opal  sold  during  of  the  1893 


being  estimated  at  from  j£l8,000  to  /,*2(),ooo 
Opals  have  also  been  discovered  near  the  Abet 
ciombie  River  and  near  Lismore.  Gem  culling 
is  viitually  an  unknown  industry,  (he  laiger  stones 
being  sent  to  Europe  to  be  cut  and  polished.  Com 
paiatively  few  of  (hose  engaged  in  (he  seaich  for 
gems  have  any  practical  expei  ience,  save  what  ihey 
have  obtained  in  Australia,  othei  wise  it  is  pi  obable 
that  moie  extensive  and  licher  discoveiies  would 
have  been  made  long  before  the  present  lime. 

Yon. s,  etc.,  JOHN  PLUMMER. 

Sydney,  March  12th. 


AUSTRALIAN  GRAPES. 


AN   OPEN  LETTER. 

Sir.— With  the  increase  of  facilities  for  cheaply 
exporting    fiesh  fruit    in  sound    condition  fiom 
Australia  lo  the  Mother  Country,  giapes  from 
New  South  Wales  may  become  as  common  as 
those  from  southern  Europe  in  the  Biiiish  matkel 
Only  those  who  have  visited  the  colony  dui  ing  the 
grape  season  can  foim  anything  like  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  abundance,  luscious  character,  and 
cheapness  of  the  fruit.     Imagine  the  finest  mus 
calel  grapes  retailed  in  a  Biitish  fruiterer's  shop 
at  threepence  per  lb.,  or  rich    Malaga  grapes 
hawked  about   the  streets  at  one  penny  per  lb 
Yet  this  is  what  many  Sydney  residents  are  fami- 
liar with.     The  greater  poition  of  New  Soull 
Wales  is  essentially  a  grape  growing  country,  the 
vine  being  cultivated  therein  with  as  much  ease  as 
the  gooseberry  bush  in  the  English  home  counties 
beating  large  crops  of  succulent  fruit,  equal  in 
size,  appearance,  and  flavour  to  (he  fines(  grape 
produced  in  southern  Europe.     The  vine  was  in- 
troduced into  New  South  Wales  in  the  early  days  of 
coloniza(ion,  but  its  systematic  cultivation,  princi- 
pally for  wine  making  purposes,  dates  from  1828, 
when  an  enterprising  colonist,  Mr.  Busby,  return, 
ed  from  Europe  wi(h  a  large  collection  of  vine  cut- 
tings frotn  (he  most  celebrated  vineyards  of  France, 
Spain,  the  Rhine  valley,  and  olher  parts  of  conti- 
nental   Europe,  and    planted  on   his   estate  at 
Kitklon,  in  (he  Hunter  River  distiict,  a  vineyard 
which  afterwards  became  die  nursery  of  the  princi 
pal  vine-yards  of  the  colony.    Subsequently  the 
vine  was  planted  in  the  Murray  valley,  and  in  other 
districts,  and  was  found  to  flouiish  so  luxuriantly 
that  the  manufacture  of  wine  received  consider- 
able attention,  developing,  after  numerous  vicis- 
situdes, into    its    present  extensive  proportions. 
Ill  April,  1893,  the  area  under  vine  cultivation  in 
New  South  Wales  was  6,357  acres,  of  which  2,211 
acres  were  devoted  to  table  grapes,  (he  product 
during  the  year  1892  93  being  13,251 ,84olbs.,  an 
average  of  about  I3,440lbs.  per  acre.    The  table 
grapes  are  grown  principally  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sydney,  especially  in  districts  of  Ryde, 
Pai  ranialta,and  other  portions  of  Central  Cumber- 
land.   In  addition  lo  the  area  mentioned,  there 
are   1,907  acres   not  yet  in   bearing  condition. 
Should  the  demand  for  table  grapes  inciease,  the 
area  under   cultivation  can    be  indefinitely  ex- 
tended, and  product  inci  eased  by  millions  of 
pounds,  thereby  enabling  them  (o  be  exported  in 
considerable    quantities  at    remunerative  pi  ices 
lo  both  growers  and  retailers.     Should  steam 
communication  between  Manchester  and  Sydney 
become    successfully    established,    the  mytiad 
populations  of    the   great    Lancashire  industrial 
centres    will    enjoy    the    luxury    of  the  finest 
qualities  of  giapes  from  the  Antipodes  at  almost 
nominal  prices.    This  is  no  idle  dream,  but  one 
of  the  possibilities  of  the  near  future.    Of  grape 
cuitiva(ion    for   wine-making  purposes   a  good 
deal  may  be  said,  but  it  would  occupy  too  much 
space.    Whether  grown  for  table  use  or  wine- 
making,  the  grapes  are  obtained  almost  exclusive- 
ly from   staked  vines,  cut  down  every  year  to 
wilhin  a  couple  of  feel  from  Ihe  ground,  and 
planted  in  tows,  the  vines  being  equidistant  from 
each  other.    Trellised  vines — as,  indeed,  is  trel- 
lised  fruit  of  every  desciipliou — are  comparatively 
rare,  and  used  principally  for  ornamental  purposes. 
The  scene  dui  ing  (he  vintage  season,  although  not 
so  picturesque  as  in  France  or  Italy,  is  extremely 
interesting,  all  the  available  labour,  including  that 
of  women  and  children,  being  called  into  active 
requisition.    The  Australian  vineyards  have  suf- 
fered less,  proportionately,  from  the  ravages  of 
phylloxera  than  have  those  of  Southern  Europe,  a 
tesult  of  the  vigilance  displayed  by  the  various 
colonial  Governments  whenever  the  disease  makes 
its  appearanc;  hence  the  abundance,  fine  quality, 
and  general  cheapness  of  (he  fruit,  which,  during 
the  season,  is  found  on  the  tables  of  the  poorest, 
as  well  as  on  those  of  the  richest  colonists. 
Yours,  etc.,  JOHN  PLUMMER. 

Sydney,  March  261I1. 


MESSRS.  DEA KIN  BROS.,  LIMITED. 


An  exttaordinaiy  geneial  meeting  of  shaie- 
holders  in  Messrs,  Deakin  Bros.,  Limited,  was 
held  in  Kiel's  Building  on  Monday  afternoon  to 
consider  ■  proposition  lo  reduce  the  share-capital 
of  ihe  Company.  Theie  wete  present  Messis.  |. 
Rickett,  W.  J.  S.  Shand,  A.  J.  Wilkin,  A.  B. 
Watford,  T.  IL  Box,  P.  de  C.  Moniss,  C.  W.  Ure 
(Auditor),  A.  T.  Watson,  and  C.  H.  Fearon 
(Sect  etary). 

Mr.  J.  Rickett  look  die  Chair  and  first  of  all 
called  upon  ihe  Secretary  to  read  1  lie  notice  con- 
vening die  meeting. 

The  Secretary  read  the  notice,  which  proceed- 
ed as  follows : — 

"That  tl  le  capital  of  ihe  Company  be  reduced 
from  $150,000  to  $30,000  by  cancelling  paid-up 
capital  to  the  extent  of  $40  per  share  in  tespect  of 
each  of  the  2,984  Oidinary  Shares  of  $50  each,  and 
to  the  extent  of  $4  per  share  in  respect  of  each  of 
the  160  Founders'  Shares  of  $5  each,  and  reduc- 
ing the  nominal  amount  of  such  shai es  1  espectively 
pro  tanto." 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  did  nol  intend  to 
lake  up  (he  time  that  afternoon  by  making  a 
speech.  They  were  all  awaie  of  the  reason 
for  which  the  meeting  was  convened.  During 
(lie  last  few  days  a  balance-sheet  showing  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Company's  affairs  up  till  the  31st 
May,  and  another  showing  its  actual  posilion 
wi(h  the  slock  revalued  and  i(s  goodwill  wiitten 
down,  had  been  punted  and  circulated,  and 
no  doubt  these  balance  sheets  had  been  care- 
fully studied  by  shareholder.  The  Directors 
did  not  come  before  the  meeting  that  day  with 
any  proposition  ;  they  desired  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  shareholders  upon  the  advisability 
or  otherwise  of  making  some  decrease  in  their 
capital — to  reduce  it  in  some  such  fashion — lhat  a 
reasonable  hope  might  arise  of  the  business  paying 
a  dividend  eventually.  He  did  not  think  lhat  it 
was  possible  to  obtain  a  dividend  working  with  the 
present  capital,  at  least  not  for  a  considerable  time 
lo  come.  Therefore  the  Directors  would  be  pleas- 
ed to  hear  from  shareholder  that  day  any  sugges- 
tions that  would  conduce  lo  ihe  interests  of  ihe 
company.  They  had  the  figures  of  its  actual  posi- 
tion set  forth  before  them,  and  it  was  for  them  to 
decide  what  should  be  done.  If  any  shareholder 
had  any  opinions  upon  the  subject  he  was  sure 
(hat  the  Diiectors  would  be  glad  10  hear  them.  He 
was  sorry  that  they  had  not  a  more  efficient 
representative  in  the  chair  dial  day — some  one 
who  could  lay  the  whole  matter  of  capital-reduc- 
ing clearly  before  (hem.  He  regretted  that  he 
did  not  understand  the  subject  better  than  he  did, 
but  he  understood  that  Mr.  Walford  would  give 
them  any  assistance  that  lay  in  his  power.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  as  well  if  some  shareholder  pro- 
posed the  adoption  of  a  resolution,  then  discussion 
might  be  opened. 

The  following  balance-sheets  were  then  sub- 
milted. 

Balance  Shests  31ST  May,  1894. 

Chartered  Bank  of  I.  A.  &  C.  SS"S* 

Cash  in  hand  

Cost  of  Goodwill,  Fixtures,  &c.  ... 

Cost  of  Furniture   

Cost  of  Stationery  

Cost  of  Stock  , 

Cost  of  Fire  Insurance   

Suspense  account   

Sundry  Debtors 


Balance  from  P.  &  L.  account  , 


Capital  Subscribed 
Sundry  Creditors 


Liabilities. 


Working  Account. 
Dr. 

To  Salaries   

To  Rent   

To  Discount  

To  Fire  Insurance  

To  Interest   

J  o  Presents   

To  Auditor's  Fee   

To  Legal  Expenses  

To  General  Charges  

To  Bad  and  Doubtful  Debts   


By  Commission 

By  Marine  Insurance 

By  Freight   

By  Transfer  Fees  ... 
By  Balance   , 


Cr. 


...  $  181.42 
83811 
80,000.00 
3,668.14 
...  999.00 
...  43.072.54 
237.61 
866.05 
7,312.80 
16,031.57 

$159,187.33 

...  $150,000.00 
2,187.31 

$152,187.33 


%  '•S'2.50 

650.00 
..50 
260.70 
io-73 
15.12 
,  200.00 
250.00 
1,391.28 
3'9-°° 

$  4,619.83 

$  101.91 
24.00 
11.50 
5.00 
4.477-42 


$  4,619.83 

Profit  and  Loss  Account. 
Dr. 

To  Balance  from  last  year  $  11,544.15 

To  Balance  of  Working  account   4,477.42 


By  Balance 


Cr. 


E.  &  O.  E 
Yokohama,  May  31st,  1894. 


$  16,021.57 
,„  $  16,021.57 
$16,021.57 


C,  H.  Fbaron,  Secretary. 
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I  have  compared  the  written  statements  svith  the  books  and 
vouchers  of  the  Company,  and  rind  the  same  in  accordance 
therewith. 

Yokohama,  June  nth,  1S94. 

Chas.  W.  Urk,  Auditor. 


Pro  Forma  Balance  Shkkt,  31  st  May,  1894. 
Showing  the  Company's  Assets  and  Liabilities, 
with  the  Capital  Reduced  and  Assets  Revalued. 

Assits. 

Cash  Account — 

In  Chartered  Bank  of  I.  A.  &  C.  ... 
In  hands  of  Secretary  


■  t 


181.42 
828.11 


Furniture  Account — 

Value  of  this  estimated   

Stork  Account — 

Value  of  Stock  of  Curios   

Sundry  Debtors  Account — 

Total  amount  standing  in  old  books 
Goodwill  Account — 

Value  of  this  Asset  estimated   

J.  |.  Oe  Snuza  shares  Account — 

Value  ol  373  Ordinary  and  17  Founders" 
Shares  held  as   Security   against  his 

overdraft  with  the  Company   

pire  Insurance  Account — 

Value  of  Current  Policies  

Liabilities. 

Capital  Account— 

2,984  Ordinary  Shares  $10  

160  Founders  Shares  $1   

Sundry  Creditors  Account- 
Sundries  as  per  list  

Bad  &  Doubtful  Debts  Account- 
Sundries  as  per  list  


%  1.009.53 
1,866-00 
10,829.09 
8,178.85 
15,000,00 

3,747.00 
237.61 


.  $29,840.00 
160.00 


40,868.08 

$30,000.00 
3.187.33 
7,680.75 


$40,868.08 
Secretary. 


C.  H.  Fearon 

Mr.  Wilkin  observed  ttiat  tlie  Article  under 
which  they  were  empowered  to  reduce  the  capital 
did  not  belong  to  the  01  igiual  Articles  of  Association. 

The  Chairman— It  was  adopted  and  confirmed 
by  two  extraordinary  general  meetings.  Its  omis- 
sion must  have  been  an  oversight.  We  have  now 
the  power  to  reduce  the  capital  whenever  it  is 
thought  advisable  to  do  so,  and  therefore  I  should 
I i lce  to  hear  now  any  opinions  from  shareholders 
upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Walford  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  real  reason  why  the  value  of  the  stock 
.should  be  reduced  from  $43>000  to  its  ,eal  va,,ie> 
something  like  $10,000,  were  twofold.  If  left  at 
843,000  it  would  be  necessary  to  sell  the  goods  at 
four  tunes  their  value  before  ihey  could  hope  to 
make  a  profit,  while  if  the  value  was  reduced  to 
§10,000  then  it  could  be  sold,  at  least,  at  a  bat  e  pro- 
fit, and  if  other  circumstances  were  favourable  a 
reasonable  hope  of  a  dividend  might  be  entertained. 
Those  were  the  principal  reasons  why,  in  his  opi- 
nion, their  capital  should  be  reduced.  There  was 
also  some  $16,000  loss  which  it  might  be  advis- 
able to  wipe  off  now,  and  which  would  certainly 
have  to  be  cleared  away  before  any  dividend  could 
be  declared.  By  reducing  the  capital  in  the  terms 
which  had  been  suggested  they  would  be  able  to 
strike  out  this  $l6,000  without  calling  upon  their 
future  profits,— for  from  their  profits  the  sum 
would  have  to  be  met— thus  with  one  stroke 
getting  rid  of  a  weighty  encumbrance. 

Mr.  Wilkin  asUed  how  the  stock  came  lobe 
valued  at  $43,000. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  this  was  the  ori 
giual  valuation,  and  with  that  figure  the  companj 
had  started.  The  Directors  had  since  had  a  re 
valuation  taken  with  the  result  already  shown.  The 
revaluation  had  been  most  carefully  done  by  Mr. 
James,  assisted  by  another  gentleman,  and  the 
figures  now  given  were  entirely  trustworthy. 

Mr.  Wilkin  wished  to  know  how  the  value  of 
the  stock  had  been  worked  down. 

The  Chairman— The  fire  reduced  the  stock 
considerably,  it  worked  off  some  $j8,000. 

Mr.  Wilkin— But  what  I  wished  to  ascertain 
was  whether  you  thought  the  stock  had  originally 
been  over-valued. 

The  Chairman— On  that  point  there  is  some 
difference  of  opinion.  The  present  Board  of  Di- 
rectors are  inclined  to  think  that  it  has  been  ovei- 
valued.  Of  course  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the 
length  of  lime  the  stock  is  held.  Fashions  vary 
and  what  might  be  of  value  one  year  was  coin 
paratively  worthless  the  next. 

Mr.  Wilkin  next  inquired  whether  the  bad  and 
worthless  debts  were  entered  per  contra  to  the  sun- 
dry debtors  account. 

The  Chairman— Yes.  The  sundry  debtors 
account  was  only  discovered  when  the  late  Secre- 
tary absconded. 

Mr.  Wilkin— And  the  account  is  set* down  now 
at  $5,000 — is  that  all  good. 

Mr.  Shand— We  do  not  know  for  certain. 
The  Chairman— As  explained  at  the  last  meet- 
ing we  are  still  in  correspondence  with  certain 
people  about  this  account.  Some  of  the  people  to 
whom  we  applied  have  replied  that  they  paid  the 
money  to  the  late  Secietary  ;  it  was  then  we  knew 
that  we  had  lost  the  money. 

Mr.  Box  wished  to  know  how  it  was  that  the 
sundry  creditors  account  for  the  31st  May  was  set 
down  as  $2,187.33,  while  the  balance  sheet  of  the 


2nd  June  had,  opposite  the  same  heading,  the  sum 
of  83.1S7.33. 

The  Chairman— That  item  is  an  outstanding 
claim  which  we  supposed  had  been  paid.  A 
gentleman  had  paid  the  late  Secretary  for  certain 
goods;  he  was  afterwards  drawn  on  for  the  same 
amount,  and  to  get  his  goods  he  met  the  claim. 
Afterwards  he  reclaimed  the  amount  off  us,  and  as 
he  had  already  paid  for  the  goods,  this  money  had 
to  be  refunded. 

Mr.  Box— Then  why  is  this  not  stated  in  both 
balance  sheets  ? 

The  Chairman — Simply  because  we  did  not 
know  of  it  before. 

Mr.  Box — There  is  another  matter  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  ;  it  is  in  reference  to  this  overdraft  of  de 
Souza's.    What  is  that  ? 

The  Chairman — We  hold  his  shares,  now 
valued  at  $10  each,  against  that  amount. 

Mr.  Box — It  was  not  an  overdraft  then,  as  this 
balance-sheet  would    lead    one   to  suppose,  but 
merely  a  defalcation.    In  other  words,  he  pocket- 
d  the  money,  and  you  have  set  it  down  here  as 
an  ovei di aft. 

The  Secretary — You  may  call  it  what  you 
will,  an  overdraft  or  what  you  like.  He  succeeded 
in  pocketing  the  amount,  and  therefore  it  comes 
to  the  same  thing— he  owes  that  amount  of  money 
to  the  company. 

Mr.  Box— Still  from  the  statement  in  the 
balance-sheet  it  looks  as  though  he  legitimately 
drew  the  cash. 

The  Chairman— If  you  prefer  to  put  it  that 
way,  you  may  say  that  he  left  in  debt  to  the  Com- 
pany. You  must  understand  that  the  amounts 
were  entered  in  our  books  as  being  owed  to  us  by 
persons  who  had  gone  away.  When  we  applied 
to  these  persons  for  payment,  they  replied 
that,  they  had  paid  the  money  to  Mr.  de  Souza, 
and  therefore,  by  virtue  of  our  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion, we  hold  his  shares  to  the  amount. 

Mr.  Box— Then  he  did  not  draw  any  cash — it 
is  simply  a  defalcation  on  his  part. 

The  same  speaker  then  put  several  questions  as 
to  the  general  charges,  which  he  said  had  increas- 
ed by  nearly  three  times  since  1891,  notwith- 
standing that  so  little  business  had  been  done. 

The  Chairman  said  the  general  charges  varied 
very  much,  but  he  would  be  pleased  to  show  the 
Company's  books  to  Mr.  Box  at  any  time,  when 
every  item  could  be  examined. 

Mr.  Box  observed  that  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  present  balance-sheet,  and  he  had 
noticed  that  there  had  been  a  general  determina- 
tion to  cut  down  all  the  expenses  in  every  way 
possible  ;  but  the  general  charges  account  went  on 
increasing  from  year  to  year,  nay,  month  by 
month. 

Several  questions  were  also  put  by  Mr.  Box  re- 
lative to  the  commission  account  and  other  items, 
and  these  were  explained  by  the  Chairman.  He 
then  asked  if  it  was  possible  to  get  anything  back 
from  the  high  vajue  originally  put  upon  the  stock. 
Tho  Chairman— In  what  way  do  you  mean  ? 
Mr.  Box— Well,  the  books  were  in  the  com- 
pany's possession  some  time  after  the  transfer. 

The  Chairman— I  cannot  answer  for  anything 
undertaken  by  my  pi  edecessoi  s.  Noneof  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  piesent  Board  were  on  that  body  then  ; 
we  simply  took  over  the  business  from  them.  We 
certainly  think  that  the  stock  was  over-valued,  and 
we  look  a  valuation  of  the  stock  subsequently, 
with  the  result  now  shown.  The  valuation  was 
worked  out  by  Mr.  Passey  Adams  originally,  and 
when  Mr.  Ure  checked  his  figuies  he  could  find 
no  discrepancies  anywhere.  If  the  original  di- 
ectors  were  content  to  hand  over  $75,000  for 
the  concern  it  was  none  of  the  present  Board's 
business. 

Mr.  Box— There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
a  revaluation  at  the  meeting  in  1892. 

The  Chairman— Yes,  and  the  books  were  gone 
through,  but  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  the 
goods  were  actually  over-valued.  The  stock  has 
now  been  revalued,  and,  if  anything,  is  now  under- 
valued, so  that  your  money  is  safer  than  it  ever  was 
before. 

Mr.  Box  thought  that  they  ought  to  write  off 
the  whole  of  the  goodwill  while  they  were  about  it. 
Il  was  wor  thless.  He  did  not  think,  that  with  the 
name  the  Company  now  possessed  that  the  good- 
will was  wot  th  a  cent. 

The  Chairman  said  that  this  was  a  subject 
which  the  meeting  could  consider.  For  his  own 
part  he  thought  that  with  a  few  years  of  good  1  e- 
turns  $15,000  would  not  be  a  price  at  all  unreason- 
able lo  ask  for  their  business.  He  was  sorry  that 
they  had  such  a  poor  meeting,  for  the  subject  they 
were  discussing  was  one  of  momentous  importance, 
so  far  as  the  Company  were  concerned. 

Mr.  P.  Morriss  inquired  whether  Mr.  Deakin 
had  been  approached  at  all  as  to  the  position. 
The  Chairman— He  will  be  approached. 


Mr.  Morriss — Then  he  has  made  no  proposi- 
tion ? 

The  Chairman — No. 
Mr.  Wilkin  then  moved  : — 
"That  the  capital  of  the  Company  be  reduced 
from  $150,000  to  $30,000  by  cancelling  paid-up 
capital  to  the  extent  of  $40  per  share  in  respect  of 
each  of  the  2,984  Ordinary  Shares  of  $50  each;  and 
to  the  extent  of  $4  per  share  in  respect  of  each  of 
the  160  Founders'  Shares  of  $5  each,  and  reduc- 
ing the  nominal  amount  of  such  shares  respectively 
pro  tanto." 

The  Chairman— That  is  the  best  thing  that 
could  be  done. 

Mr.  Walford  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  proposition.  He  was  greatly  in 
favour  of  its  adoption  by  the  meeting.  There  was 
one  thing  he  might  point  out  to  the  meeting 
and  that  was  the  position  of  the  Founders'  Shares, 
which  would  be  improved  by  the  reduction  of  their 
capital.  They  would  come  in  for  a  dividend  after 
10  per  cent,  had  been  paid  on  the  reduced  capital, 
instead  of  waiting  until  10  per  cent,  was  paid 
on  the  full  original  capital. 

The  Chairman— As  I  said  before,  this  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  in  the 
interests  of  the  company.  I  only  regret  that  more 
people  are  not  present  this  afternoon.  Many 
shareholders  have  expressed  themselves  to  me  as 
being  in  favour  of  the  reduction,  and  I  only  regret 
that  they  are  not  here  to  give  public  expression  to 
those  opinions.  I  hold  the  proxies  of  several  of 
them,  however.  I  now  put  the  proposition  10  the 
meeting. 

A  show  of  hands  was  taken  and  the  resolution 
declared  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman— It  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
firm this  resolution  at  a  subsequent  extraordinary 
general  meeting.  I  hope  that  if  any  questions 
suggest  themselves  to  any  shareholder  between 
now  and  the  time  of  calling  that  meeting,  that 
notice  will  be  given  to  me  before  hand,  so  that  I 
may  be  better  posted  in  regard  to  the  figures. 

Mr.  Box  said  the  books  should  also  be  on  the 
table  at  the  next  meeting.  He,  himself,  was 
perfectly  satisfied,  but  he  knew  of  some  who  were 
not;  it  was  in  their  interests  that  he  had  put  the 
questions  lie  had  asked  that  day, 

The  Chairman— You  were  quite  right  in  putting 
those  questions  ;  I  only  wish  that  other  shareholders 
would  display  a  like  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Company. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Box,  Mr.  Walford  said  he 
did  not  think  that  it  was  necessary  to  pass  the 
balance  sheet  presented  that  day  ;  and  the  meet- 
ing then  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair. 


YOKOHAMA  CHARITY  ORGANI- 
ZATION. 


A  meeting  of  the  above  Society  took  place  in 
Keil's  buildings  on  Wednesday  afternoon  10  re- 
ceive the  report  of  the  Society's  working  and  state- 
ment of  accounts  since  Maich,  1892.  There  were 
piesent  Mr.  Jas.  Dodds  (in  the  cbair),  the  Rev. 
E.  C.  Ii  wine,  and  Messrs.  J.  Lindsley,  T.  Rose, 
and  A.  O.  Gay. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that,  as  would  be  seen 
from  the  repoi  l  of  the  Committee  drawn  up  by  the 
Secretary,  no  meeting  had  been  called  since 
March,  1892.  There  had  been  no  necessity  to  call 
a  meeting  last  year  owing  to  the  liberal  response 
of  the  subscribers.  Although  it  had  been  the 
intention  to  call  a  meeting  last  year  it  had 
been  decided  not  to  do  so  until  necessity  forced  it 
upon  them.  There  was  a  balance  of  $36.78,  but  as 
there  was  a  daily  call  on  the  funds  il  had  been 
found  necessaiy  to  send  around  the  list  once 
more,  and  he  hoped  that  the  subscribers,  having 
seen  the  good  done,  would  respond  as  liberally  as 
before  and  help  them  to  continue  this  most  useful 
organization.  There  was  nothing  else  he  could 
add,  except  to  propose  the  adoption  of  the  report 
and  accounts. 

Mr.  Gay  seconding,  the  report  and  accounts 
were  passed. 

Report. 

The  Committee  of  the  Yokohama  Charity  Organization 
beg  to  lay  before  the  Subscribers  the  report  for  the  period 
between  March  23rd,  1892,  and  June  22nd,  1894.  During 
this  time  direct  relief  has  been  afforded  to  a  large  number 
of  distressed  seamen,  and  to  other  poor  or  destitute  per- 
sonsi  who  but  for  the  Society's  timely  intervention,  would 
have  drawn  much  more  largely  upon  the  benevolence  of 
the  community 

The  organization  has  also  assisted  a  number  of  persons 
to  leave  the  port.  Of  these  some  were  thoroughly  de- 
seiving  of  help— particularly  one  worthy  family,  who  were 
sufferers  through  the  cattle  plague.  The  remainder 
were  either  lazy  and  dissipated  loungers,  who  con- 
tinually sponge  upon  whatever  settlement  they  fasten 
upon,  or  mendicant  peripatetic  philosophers,  whose  pro- 
longed stay  in  whatever  port  they  reach  is  more  expensive 
than  their  transhipment.  Unfortunately  the  Consulates 
are  not  able  to  deal  with  these  cases,  and  it  is  cheaper  to 
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ship  ilii- m  oft  than  to  allow  tlioni  to  remain  ami  raise 
money  on  their  own  account,  ami  bo  a  daily  nuisance  to 
men  of  business. 

Happily  the  number  of  distressed  seamen  coming  upon 
the  public  for  help  is  less  than  it  was  in  i8gj.  Those  whose 
cases  have  been  dealt  with  have  been  decently  housed  am: 
fed,  and  in  many  cases  have  obtained  employment  on  ship 
board  through  the  ar/ency  of  the  society.  By  the  loudness 
of  lesidents  many  men.  who  were  almost  in  rags,  have  been 
clothed  so  as  to  be  able  to  Care  vai  ions  extremes  of  climate 
Such  gifts  of  clothing  will  be  gratefully  received  by  th 
Honorary  Secretary  at  No.  101,  Settlement,  where  they 
will  be  stored  ready  for  use. 

In  assisting  distressed  persons  to  leave  Yokohama  the 
Committee  have  extended  the  original  scope  of  the  organi 
zation,  since  they  found  this  to  be  a  more  pressing  neces 
sity  than  the  immediate  establishment  of  a  sailors'  refuge 
The  sister  society  here,  the  Ladies' Benevolent  Association, 
is  mainly  concerned  with  the  necessities  of  women  and 
children,  and  has  too  many  demands  upon  its  funds,  which 
are  entirely  subscribed  by  ladies,  to  allow  of  its  extending 
much  assistance  to  men-  1  he  Committee  feel  that  it  would 
be  well  if  all  male  residents,  who,  after  fullilling  other  de 
mantis  upon  them,  can  afford  a  small  annual  subscription 
were  to  become  subscribers  to  the  Y.C  O.  By  so  doing 
they  would  further  the  ends  of  true  charity  much  better 
than  by  indiscriminately  giving  away  money  at  the  doors  of 
their  offices  or  residences,  or  in  the  streets,  as  they  can 
seldom  lenow,  without  investigation,  how  much  help,  if 
any,  is  needed,  or  what  the  recipient  will  do  with  the 
gift-  1  he  working  of  the  society  will  be  seen  in  the  trea 
surer's  report,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  results  were 
obtained  at  a  cost  of  less  than  $400  per  annum.  No  call 
having  been  made  upon  the  residents  for  more  than  two 
years'  the  committee  confidently  trust  the  community  will 
now  respond  as  readily  as  they  did  before.  With  these 
remarks  and  suggestions  they  beg  to  tender  their  resigna 
tion  of  office. 

(Signed)  Jas.  Dodds,  Chairman. 

John  Lindsley, 

Hon.  Treasure 
J*s.  Martin. 
Thomas  Rosk. 
E.  Champnkys  Irwine, 
Hon.  Secretary 
Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of 
thk  yokoh  \  ma  charity  organization,  march 


23RD, 


1892,  to  June  22ND, 

RECEIPTS- 


Subscriptions  

Interest,  on  deposits  with  Bank 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Board  and  lodging  for  49  men  at  Mrs.  Pratt's 
Cash  assistance  for  passages  from  Japan  ... 

Victuals  to  local  applicants   

Medicines  to  local  applicants   

Stationery,  Printing  and  Petties   


June  22nd,  1894. — Balance  in  hand... 


$861.33 
36.78 


$898.11 


E.  &  0.  E. 

John  Lindsley,  Hon.  Treas. 
Yokohama,  22nd  June,  1894. 

Examined  and  found  correct, 

A.  S.  Garfit,  Auditor, 

Yokohama,  23rd  June,  1894. 


Subscription  List  1892. 


Alliens,  H.  &  Co....$  12 

Bavier  &  Co   12 

Berrick  Bros   10 

Bevis,  H.M   12 

Bremner,  A.S   12 

Browne  &  Co   12 

Brulil,  Bros.  &  Co..  12 

Blad,  Valdemar    ...  5 

Butlei  field  oc  Swire.  12 

Cuttius,  Donker    ...  50 

Colomb,  J.  &  Co.  ...  12 
Dodwell,  Carlill  & 

Co   12 

Easton,  A.J   6 

Eppinger,  L   10 

Findlay,  Richai  dsou 

&  Co   6 

Fraser,  Donald   12 

Fox,  E.C   5 

Fiazar  &  Co   12 

Ga.  fit,  A.S   6 

Ginsburg,  M   12 

Giussani,  C   12 

Gazette  Co  7.50 

Gordon,  W   6 

Hall,  Jolin    6 

Hartland,  J.C   10 

12 

12 
12 
12 


Flint,  Kilby  &  Co 
lilies,  Carl  &  Co.  ... 

Ii  wine,  E.C  

Isaacs,  R.  and  Bio.. 
Jardine,  Matlieson 

&  Co   12 

Kobayaslii,  B   5 

Keil,  0   50 

Lane,  Crawford  & 

Co   12 

Langfeldt,  A   12 

Litchfield,  H.C.   ...  12 
Macondray,  Bios.  & 

Co   12 

MacArthur,  H   12 

1894 


Martin,  James   $  12 

Maitin,  Marshall  ...  10 
Mercury,  H.M.S. 
Snowflake  Mins- 
trels   45 

Meier,  A.  &  Co.   ...  12 

Mo.f,  H.C.  &Co....  12 

Moss,  E.J   6 

North  &  Rae,  Ll...  10 

Pearson,  B.  Hyde...  10 
P.  M.  S.S.  and  O. 

&  O.  CO.'S   12 

Pollet  &  Mullendoif  12 

Retz,  Fr.  &  Co   12 

Raspe,  M.  &  Co.  ...  12 

Reimers,  Otto  &  Co.  12 

Robison,  R. D   12 

Rose,  Thomas    12 

Rohde,  Cai  I  &  Co...  12 

Rosenthal  &  Co.  ...  12 

Russell,  M   12 

Sale,  Charles   6 

Samuel   Samuel  & 

Co.    12 

Shipping  Fund  (per 

e.c.i.)  :  35 

Siber,  Biennwald  & 

Co   12 

Simon,  Evers  &  Co.  12 

Simon,  J  R.  &  Co...  12 
Strachan,   W.M.  & 

Co  


12 


Vivanli  Bros   12 

Walker,  Wilson  .. 
Walsh,  Hall  &  Co. 

Weston,  A  

Wheeler,  Dr  

Winckler  &  Co.  .. 
Wilkowski  &  Co.  .. 
Ziegler  and  Mei  ia-i 


Mr.  Lindsley  pointed  out  thai  In  addition  10 

the  balance  shown  in  the  account,  Mr.  Ti'Oltp  had 
donated  ftio  and  Messrs,  Aveiill  He  Co.,  $15. 

Tlie  Chairman  said  there  was  nothing  else  he 
foie  the  meeting,  unless  the  subscribers  called  foi 
information  about  the  society,  but  the  election  0/ 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  GAY,  ill  complimenting  the  committee  on 
the  way  their  woi  k  had  been  done,  suggested  tin 
list  should  he  sent  around  again  and  the  organ iza 
tion  earned  on;  good  and  necessaiy  woik  had 
been  done  by  it. 

Mr.  RoSfi  coincided  in  this,  inasmuch  as  it  acted 
as  a  check  on  the  rovers,  and  it  gave  the  community 
an  opportunity  to  inquire  in  to  a  man's  requii  ements. 

Mi.  Gay  was  glad  the  tepnit  and  accounts  had 
been  published,  as  it  seemed  the  public  had  lost 
sight  of  the  Organization.  He  was  glad  that  they 
could  see  what  was  being  done,  and  moved  that 
the  present  committee  be  asked  to  lemain  in  office 
and  serve  again. 

The  Chairman  expressed  his  pleasure  at  hear 
ing  Mr.  Gay  concurring  in  the  work  done  by  the 
last  committee,    and    trusted    they   would  serve 
again  and  send  around  a  subscription  list  at  the 
eai  liest  oppoi  tunity. 

Mr.  Irwine,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gay,  slated  that 
caids  had  been  sent  to  the  subscribers,  to  hang 
up  in  their  offices,  which  stated  they  were  sub- 
scribers. &c.  He  expected  to  have  a  serious  call 
on  account  of  a  peison  whom  the  Consul  was 
unable  to  help.  He  was  at  present  sick  in  hospital 
and  had  to  be  helped.  The  Society  had  become  a 
society  of  assistance  like  its  sister  Benevolent 
Society.  In  this  connection  he  trusted  that  men 
who  were  not  mariied  would  come  forward,  and 
help  and  not  leave  it  all  to  the  firms  and  tnanied 
men  who  already  directly  01  indirectly  subscribed 
to  the  Benevolent  Society.  It  was  useless  to  give 
out  stray  dollars.  If  the  young  men  in  offices 
were  asked  he  was  sure  they  would  be  willing 
to  do  their  duly,  and  not  leave  it  entirely  to  the 
firms.  $5  a  year  each  would  meet  the  case  ; 
100  subscribers  at  $5  would  be  better  than  a 
few  large  sums  given  by  firms.  This  could  be 
done  by  canvas,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  making  up  the  amount. 
There  might  be  a  big  call  at  any  moment.  In 
conclusion  he  expressed  his  obligations  to  the 
press  for  publishing  the  report,  &c,  and  olheiwise 
assisting  in  matters  connected  with  benevolence. 

Mr,  Dodds  endorsed  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  Mr.  Irwine  in  regard  to  the  press. 
The  meeting  then  rose. 


YOKOHAMA  PUBLIC  HALL 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association, 
was  convened  for  5  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  but  as 
there  was  no  quorum— Messrs.  Gay  and  Tom 
Thomas  only  being  present — theie  was  not  a  suffi- 
cient attendance  to  open  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Gay  intimated  that  the  accounts  had  not 
been  published  since  the  general  meeting  held  in 
May,  1 891 ,  and  he  would  now  publish  them  as 
they  wete  made  up.    They  are  as  under: — 

Yokohama  Public  Hall  Accounts  for  1891/2, 
1892/3,  and  1893/4. 
Cr. 

Received  from  Subscriptions  

,,       for  rent,  &c  

Dr. 

Balance  from  last  account   

Working  account   

Interest  account  

Repairs   

Insurance   ,  

Ground  rent  ...   

Piano  fund  account   

Balance   


LICIT  KR  FROM  CHICAGO. 


(From  our  own  Corrhsiondknt.) 


891/2 


1,419.00 
1.384-41 


£1,261.21 

536.64 
5»°44 
71.00 
64.01 
97-56 


Balance  brought  down 
Yokohama,  April  25th,  1892. 


Cr. 

1892/3  Balance   

Receipts  from  rent,  &c... 

Dr. 

Working  account 

Interest  account  

Repairs   

Insurance   

Ground  rent   

Balance   


Balance  brought  down 
Yokohama,  May  23rd,  1893. 


I  R. 


2,813.41  3,813.41 
$  171-55 

Mbrian, 
Hon.  Treasurer. 

$  i7i.5S 
r.4*4-3S 

$  463.33 
5*0.54 
44.io 
8q.i8 

97-56 
321-19 


*i 595.9°  1,595-9° 
$  321.19 


Total   $885.50 

Troup,  James   '   10 


1893/4 


Balance 

Receipts  for  rent,  &c. 

Working  account.. 
Interest  account ... 

Repairs   

Insurance   

Ground  rent.  ,,, 
Balance  


Tom,  Thomas,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
Cr. 

$  321.19 
1,196.77 


Dr. 


480.44 
579-S8 
104.  ij 
114.00 
97-56* 
142  23 

1,517.96 


i,Si7-96 
142.23 


Balance  brought  down 
Yokohama,  May  21st,  1894. 

Tom.  Thomas,  Hon.  Treasurer 


Chicago,  June  2nd. 
The  following  is  from  a  city  paper  : — One  of  the 
most  industrious  students  <>f  Radcliffe  College  IS 
Miss  Moii,  a  Japanese  gill,  Her  father  is  a 
wealthy  banker  of  Yanagawa,  Killtlltl,  Japan, 
anil  all  the  family  .'lie  devoted  Christians.  Miss 
Mori  has  come  to  this  country  to  fit  liei  self  by 
study  for  missionary  woik  in  her  native  country. 

In  the  list  of  appointments  to  fellowships  in  the 
University  of  Chicago  for  the  next  year  appeals 
the  name  of  M.  KomatZ  ( Komatsu  P)  in  the  de- 
partment of  political  science. 

Among  the  guests  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Quadrangle  Club,  composed  of  members  of  the 
faculty  of  the  same  institution,  was  Professoi  [ohn 
H.  Wigmore,  of  the  N01  th- western  University, 
livanstou,  III. 

Rev.  R.  A.  Thompson,  of  Kobe,  was  one  of  the 
speakeis  at  the  annual  session  of  the  Ameiican 
Baptist  Missionary  Union  at  Saratoga.  This  was 
the  eightieth  year  of  the  work  of  that  body. 

The  Ait  Institute  of  this  city  has  another  col- 
lection of  Japanese  pictures,  which,  I  am  in- 
formed by  a  friend,  are  having  a  good  sale. 
They  are  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albeit  Herter,  who 
have  recently  relumed  from  Japan.  The  Chi- 
cago Herald  treats  them  as  follows  :  —  Robert 
Blum  will  surely  have  to  work  hard  to  maintain 
the  laurels  he  has  justly  won  for  the  painting  of 
Japanese  subjects  ;  the  Herters'  pictuies  are  equal 
in  every  respect  to  any  of  Mr.  Blum's  peifor- 
mances.  "Pastoral,"  by  Mr.  Heiter,  is  as 
thoroughly  Japanese  in  its  brush  stroke  and  colour 
as  the  woik  of  Moronoba.  "  The  Geisha  "  is  the 
favourite  model  of  these  artists,  and  she  appears  in 
several  aquarelles  gowned  in  a  costume  of  soft  blue 
satin  brocaded  with  the  glorious  chiysanthemum. 
There  seems  to  be  a  grace  of  special  movement  in 
the  step  of  these  fascinating  little  dancers  that  is 
almost  musical.  "  Katsuji-san  "  holds  in  her  hand 
a  bunch  of  brilliant  blossoms,  which  contrast  de! i - 
ciously  with  her  sumptuous  trailing  robe  wadded 
stiffly  at  the  bottom.  "  Before  the  Shrine  "  is  a 
masterpiece  ;  it  is  lovely  in  colour,  and  possesses 
a  distinct  religious  note.  "  Under  the  Wistaria," 
"Iris  Garden,  Nikko,"  and  "Lotus  Pond  at 
Kamakura  "  are  rich  in  tone,  and  ihe  observer 
positively  delects  the  perfume  of  the  flowers.  A 
typical  Japanese  transcription  is  one  called  "  The 
Flower  Cart  Dancer  ;"  she  wears  a  high  hanakushi 
of  gold,  which  makes  the  blue-black  of  her  hair 
more  noticeable  ;  her  kimono  is  white  and  red. 

Hosojima's  Stamp  Company,  of  Tokyo,  has 
shown  considerable  enterprise  in  running  an 
advertisement  in  the  Graphic  of  this  city.  It  is, 
however,  rather  doubtful  whether  there  will  be  pro- 
fitable returns. 

Advices  from  Samoa,  via  Auckland,  announce 
that  the  Government  troops  and  lebel  army  are 
approaching  each  other  and  may  soon  meet  in  a 
big  battle. 

The  U.S.  Senate  have  voted  down  the  Vest 
esolution  against  the  annexation  of  Hawaii,  and 
las  unanimously  passed  the  following: — Resolved, 
By  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  that  of  right  it 
belongs  wholly  to  the  people  of  Hawaii  to  establish 
and  maintain  their  own  form  of  government  and 
domestic  policy;  that  the  United  States  ought 
not  in  any  way  to  interfere  therewith,  and  that 
interference  in  the  political  affairs  of  these  islands 
by  any  other  Government  will  be  regarded  as  an 
act  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

Senator  Turpie,  of  Indiana,  has  introduced  a 
joint  to  resolution  to  annul  the  treaty  ratified  April 
21  with  Russia. 

Some  little  progress  lias  actually  been  made  in 
the  Senate  tariff  bill.  The  rates  on  some  classes 
of  iron,  on  cutlery  and  on  vaiious  other  small 
articles  made  of  iron,  have  been  slightly  increased, 
but  bai  bed-wire  and  lumber  have  been  put  on  the 
free  list.  A  hard  tussle  is  anticipated  with  refer- 
ence to  the  sugar  schedule. 

It  now  transpires  that  the  vole  against  the 
appropriation  for  the  Civil  Service  Commission  was 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  that,  when 
the  matter  came  to  a  test  in  the  open  House,  the 
appropriation  was  canied  by  the  decisive  vote  of 
158  to  80.  This  is  more  creditable  to  the  Demo- 
cratic majoi  ily. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  recently  handed 
down  decisions  in  two  important  cases.  One  de- 
cision affirms  that  the  city  of  Chicago  holds  the 
ownership  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
Lake  Front;  and  emphasizes  the  fact  that  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  has  no  claim 
to  the  land.  The  other  decision  reverses  one  made 
two  years  ago  by  Judge  Gresham,  i.e.,  that  the 
Inter-State  Commission  has  no  power  to  compel  the 
attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses  in  regard 
to  alleged  violations  of  the  Inter  state  Commerce 
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Act;  and  declares  the  constitutionality  of  that 
section  which  clothes  the  Commission  with  such 
power 


Ex-President  Harrison  was  the  magnet  which 
for  two  days  drew  big  crowds  to  the  room  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  this  city  to  hear  him  argue  in 
a  railroad  case. 

Dr.  Henry  Van  Arnum,  ex-Congressman  from 
New  York,  and  Pension  Commissioner  under  Pre- 
sident Grant,  died  yesteiday. 

Prof.  William  D.  Whitney,  the  famous  linguist 
and  Oiientalist  of  Yale  College,  is  seriously  ill 
and  not  expected  to  survive. 

It  is  necessary  to  report  serious  damage  again 
from  floods  in  Colorado  and  British  Columbia. 
Two  mining  camps  in  Boulder  Canon  were  swept 
out  of  existence  ;  and  the  cities  of  Boulder  and 
Pueblo  were  in  great  danger,  and  suffered  loss  of 
life  and  properly.  From  Vancouver  comes  the 
news  that  "  two  thousand  families  homeless  and  a 
property  loss  of  $3,000,000  is  the  estimated  result 
up  to  this  evening  [June  i]  of  the  flood  in  the 
Fraser  River  Valley." 

The  "  Commonweal  armies"  are  now  receiving 
but  little  attention  from  the  newspapers.  Kelly 
and  his  division  have  just  left  St.  Louis  on  then- 
voyage  down  the  river;  Randall's  corps  is  still  in 
Ohio;  Fiye  is  in  Maryland,  a  small  band  is 
making  its  way  through  Wisconsin,  partly  by 
marching  and  partly  by  stealing  rides  on  trains  ; 
Coxey,  Browne,  and  Jones  are  still  in  jail  at  Wash- 
ington, but  hope  to  get  out  on  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  several  small  companies  are  trudging 
along  liere  and  there. 

The  Pullman  strike  is  still  "on."  The  board 
of  conciliation  of  the  Civil  Federation  of  this 
city  has  received  the  consent  of  the  strikers 
but  has  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  that  of  the 
Pullman  Company,  to  submit  the  matter  to  arbi 
nation.    Thus  far  there  has  been  no  noting. 

This  can  not,  however,  be  said  of  the  miners' 
strike,  which  has  become  very  disorderly.  Trains, 
especially  those  carrying  coal,  have  been  stopped 
and  even  ditched,  and  shots  fired  at  engineers  of 
trains  -  there  have  been  contests  in  Illinois,  Colo- 
rado, and  other  States  between  the  rioters  anc 
shei  iff 's  men  or  even  the  State  mihta.    On  seve 
ral    lailroads   freight   traffic   has   been  largely 
abandoned.     The   danger  from    these  striking 
miners  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  great  majority 
of  them  are  ignorant  foreigners  of  the  lowest  class. 
Many  of  them  can  not  speak  or  understand  Eng- 
lish, are  completely  swayed  by  their  leaders,  and 
take  delight  in  deeds  of  violence.  It  is  now  hoped 
however,  that  the  Governors  of  the  "coal  states,' 
who  are  willing  to  act  as  arbitrators,  may  be  able 
soon  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  difficulty 
already,  though  summer  is  near  at  hand,  the 
price  of  anthracite  coal  has  been  raised  25  cents 
per  ton. 

R.  G.  Dun  &  Co.'s  Weekly  Review  of  Trade 
for  June  1st  says  :— It  is  a  sign  of  cheering  im 
port  that  in  finished  business,  represented 
clearings  and  railway  tonnage,  there  has  been  less 
decrease  since  the  strike  began  than  might  have 
been  expected,  but  in  inchoate  business,  the  orders 
which  start  the  wheels,  to  result  in  tonnage  and 
payment  weeks  or  months  later,  there  seems  to  be 
an  actual  decrease.    Meanwhile  the  consequent 
interruption    of  traffic    and  industry  increases 
The  stoppage  of  iron  furnaces  between   the  Al 
legheuy  Mountains  and  the  Mississippi  River  has 
become  complete,  and  a  great  number  of  concerns 
manufacturing  iron,  and  others  squiring  soft  coal 
or  coke  for  fuel,  have  been  forced  to  stop.  Busi- 
ness cannot  increase  in  volume  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  yet  payments  llitiough  all  clearing, 
houses  for  the  week  show  a  decrease  of  only  20.8 
per  cent  compared  with  last  year. 

Fiom  San  Diego,  California,  comes  a  report, 
that  a  steamship  line  will  be  established  between 
that  port  and  Vladivostock  with  the  principal 
purpose  of  supplying  Russian  oil  to  the  western 
part  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  Curnarder  Lucania  is  announced  to  have 
beaten  all  ocean  records  by  making  the  round 
trip  from  New  York,  on  the  long  southerly  route, 
a  distance  of  5,784  knots,  with  the  average  time 
of  2l£  knots  per  hour. 

Lincoln  Park  in  this  city  is  to  be  adorned  with 
Dallin's  fine  statue  of  an  Indian  giving  the 
"Signal  of  Peace,"  which  was  highly  praised  at 
the  World's  Fair. 

The  Field  Columbian  Museum  has  been  for- 
mally opened  this  afternoon.  The  program  me  in- 
cluded an  invocation  by  D.  Gunsaulus  ;  a  history 
of  the  museum  by  Director  Skiff ;  an  oration  by 
E  G.  Mason,  President  of  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society;  and  the  declaration  by  President  Ayer, 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  that  the  museum  was 
"open  "to  the  public.  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
are  to  be  free  days;  and  school  children  will  al- 
ways be  admitted  free  on  presentation  of  certi- 


ficates from  their  teachers.  The  regular  admission- 
fee  will  be  25  cents. 

The  Presbyterian  General  Assembly,  by  a  vote 
of  39410  95,  sustained  the  action  of  the  Cincinnati 
Presbytery  in  suspending  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  P. 
Smith  from  the  ministry  on  the  ground  of  heresy. 

Any  book  by  Henry  Drummond  is  likely  to 
receive  a  hearty  welcome;  and  "  The  Ascent  of 
Man,"  just  published,  will  be  no  exception.  It 
costs  $2.00;  and  covers  the  following  most  in- 
teresting topics : — 

INTRODUCTION.— 1.  Evolution  in  General.  2.  The  Mis- 
sing Factor  in  Current  Theories.  3.  Why  was  Evolution 
the  Method  Chosen?    4.  Evolution  and  Sociology. 

chapters:— I.  The  Ascent  of  the  Body.  II.  The 
Scaffolding  left  in  the  Bodv.  Ill  The  Arrest  of  the 
Body.  IV.  The  Dawn  of  Mind.  V.  The  Evolution  of 
Language.  VI.  The  Struggle  for  Life.  VII.  The  Struggle 
for  the  Life  of  Others.  VIII.  The  Evolution  of  a  Mother. 
IX.  The  Evolution  of  a  Father.    X.  Involution. 


BY  THE  TOKYO  MOATS. 


How  portentous  the  abasement  (Mr.  Boffin)  o£  these  sensual 
Open  Ports, 

Where  the  very  Clubs  are  merely  gastronomical  resorts  ; 

So  lacking  are  these  drivellers  in  the  soulful  Boston  style, 
That  I  can't  refrain  from  quoting  (if  agreeable  to  Mr.  Boffin) 
one  of  Shakespeare's  noblest  thoughts: 

Here  every  prospect  pleases  and  (Mrs.  Boffin  will  agree  with 
the  Bard  in  adding)  only  man  is  vile. 
Miss  M.  Weppner  (v.  Things  Japanese,  p.  53)  dropped 
into  poetry  by  Silas  Wegg. 

'the  walnuts 


"THESE  DEPRAVED  CREATURES." 


Yes,  his  talk  is  often  Women  0  er 

and  the  wine ;" 
And  the  missionary  pidgin  lies  but  seldom  in  his 
ine ; 

For  it's  true  he  prays  but  little— though  he  swears 

a  fearsome  deal — 
And  at  most  he  scamps  an  hour  at  the  Sunday 

praying-wheel. 
And  I  grant  you  he's  more  likely  to  plead  guilty 
on  the  whole 

To  a  twinge  of  torpid  liver  than  a  touch  of  Boston 
soul ; 

And,  while  deaf  to  church  bell's  jangling,  he  is 

promptly  on  his  legs 
When  the  ships'  bells  chime  muezzin  :  clubward 

for  the  mid-day  pegs. 
But  although  he  loves  recurring  decimals  of  daily 
drink, 

Still  he  isn't  such  a  drunkard  as  the  Pharisee 

would  think  ; 
And,   while   whittling   creeds  and  dogmas  into 

toothpicks,  he  refrains 
From  making  spills  for  Londres  with  a  Decalogue' 
remains. 

Why,  for  every  vice  you  speak  to  I  could  cite  you 

virtues  two,— 
Virtues  which  the  East  has  taught  him,  which  the 

West  might  well  pursue; 
His  are  mostly  generous  failings  free  from  s 

of  cur  or  sneak, 
Though  his  spirit  is  unwilling  and  his  flesh  is 

wondrous  weak. 
Open  Ports  are  open  sewers  (so  the  prudes  and 

cynics  sneer), 
Nowhere  gleans  the  Devil's  muckrake  ranker  store 

of  mulch  than  here  ; 
Here  the  Scailet  Woman  reigneth ;  for  the  gor 

geous  gilded  East 
'Tis  a  third-rate  incarnation  of  the  Babylonish 
Beast. 

True,  the  scailet  Dame  sans  Merci  does  pilch  here 

her  grim  abode ; 
Clement  Scott  did  gather  garbage  when  he  beach- 
combed  "  round  the  road  ;" 
Scratch  the  man,  you  find  the  Satyr, — true,  the 

East  has  claws  that  find 
Each  man's  Self  as  nature  marred  him  under  west- 
ern husk  and  rfhd  ; 
Yet  I  honour  more  Mulvaney  who  has  flinched 

but  fought  the  foe, 
Than  the  Sunday  go-to-meeting,  ne'er  shot  over, 

soldier-beau ; 
And  I  like  mv  eastern  fellow  with  his  faults  and 

flaws  of  Cain  : 
He  has  grappled  with  life's  problems,  wrestled, 

fallen,  stood  again. 
While  we  fall,  the  Old  Folks  westward  fondly 

think  their  roving  lads 
Strong  with  ten  men's  strength  a-standing,  sans- 

pareil  Sir  Galahads. 
Fact  or  fancy,  bless  them  for  it.    Oft  the  know- 
ledge of  their  trust 
Bits  and  branks  the  young  blood's  spurring  down 
the  hoof-scarred  rinks  o'lust. 

S.W. 


Relics  of  Yedo  citadelled, 

Three  rings  remain  of  moated  mere, 
Where  whispering  willows  droop  their  hair, 

And  quaint,  gnarled  matsu,  bald  with  eld, 

Reach  down  dry  antlered  arm  and  tusk 
From  walls  of  gray  Cyclopic  stone, 
And  old-world  ramparts  grassy-grown 

Where  botchan  gather  in  the  dusk. 

At  night  I  seek  the  water's  edge, 

When  susumushi  trill  their  song, 
And  mark  the  light  hotartt  throng 
That  winks  and  flickers  in  the  sedge; 
In  autumn  climb  the  western  dike, 
As  evening  brume  begins  to  trail, 
And  view  the  sunsets,  rich  or  pale, 
Along  the  languid  water  strike; 
Or  watch  with  ever  fresh  delight, 

When  waves  cuil  crisp  in  winter's  sun, 
The  heavy  squads  of  weird-voiced  gan 
Wheel  down  in  geometric  flight, 
And  ducks  along  the  narrow  lake 

White-breasted  cohorts  mobilize, 
That  plunge,  tail  coverts  to  the  skies, 
Or  skid,  frothed  silver  in  their  wake. 
Tis  thus  the  moats  I  love, — and  thus 

Though  alien  born,  'tis  mine  to  share, 
With  every  Yedokko  coheir, 
This  "  Legacy  of  Iyeyasu." 

y  •>■  v|j  ^  y.-. 

So  I,  the  sentimental,  sang, 

But  you,  the  hard  material  you, 
Phantasmagorias  pooh-pooh, 
And  sling  your  sanitarian  slang 
At  me  abashed,  and  prate  of  worms, 
Of  microbes  and  miasmic  mud  ; 
And  hint  malaria-tainted  blood 
Is  stocked  with  moat-engendered  germs. 
You  talk — with  awe  my  spirit  melts 
When  man  goes  hyg\emc-musth — 
Of  filling  up  the  moats  with  dust, 
Or  some  hard  saying  culled  from  Baelz. 
But  when  you  jar  the  jangling  note 
Of  man's  convenience,  and  glad 
That  Fancy  yields  her  throne  to  Fad, 
Commend  that  Railway  in  the  moat, 
I  rise  and  curse  all  Fads  that  be, 

And,  letting  language  run  amok. 
The  pale  Recording  Angel  shock 
With  one  wild  comminative  D. 


S.W. 


CRICKET. 
 «  

The  Fleet  v.  The  Y.C.  &  A.C. 
The  return  match  between  the  Y.C.  &  A.C.  and 
the  Fleet  took  place  on  Wednesday.    Fixed  for 
10.30  a.m.,  it  was  not  until  afler  11  o'clock  that  the 
game  began.    The  weather  was  delightful,  a  fine, 
sunshiny  day  with  a  cool  fresh  breeze  from  the 
S.W.  making  it  pleasant  for  spectators,  among 
whom  were  ladies  both  in  the  morning  and  after- 
noon.   The  Navy,  having  won  the  loss,  sent  in 
Thursby  and  Noble  to  face  the  bowling  of  Ed- 
wards, at  the  Settlement,  and  White  at  the  Pavi- 
lion, end.    The  innings  opened  badly,  for  after  a 
couple  of  runs  had  been  made,  Thursby  was  clean 
bowled  by  White  in  his  third  over,  second  ball. 
Arbulhnot  joined  Noble,   but   before  he  could 
add  anything  was  dismissed  by  Edwards — io-2-o. 
Powlett  then  went  in  but  he  treated  the  bowling 
very  gingerly,  White  making  three  maidens  in 
succession,  while  only  one  run  was  made  off  his 
fourth.    The  first  4  was  made  off  Edwards,  from 
a  cut  by  Noble,  but  with  the  next  ball  Edwards 
had  his  revenge — 18-3-10.  Oldham  joined  Powlett, 
but  before  the  two  were  well  set  the  latter  was  c. 
and  b.  Edwards, — a  rather  hot  drive  being  held 
with  one  hand — 25-4-6.    Leatham  was  the  next 
man,  and  the  two  batsmen  seemed  to  have  captur- 
ed the  bowling,  for  while  they  were  partners  runs 
came  apace,  but  Leatham  succumbed  to  Edwards 
when  he  seemed  t6  be  well  set — 57-5-16.  Dickin- 
son hurting  his  finger,  Crawford  for  a  time  acted 
as  wicket-keeper,  but  the  former  soon  resumed 
his  position.   James  then  joined  Oldham,  who  was 
playing  very  steadily,  and  Black  relieved  While. 
His  first  two  overs  were  rather  costly,  two  fours 
being  made  off  the  first.     However,  Edwards  im- 
mediately after  took  James  with  a  full  pilch — 
71-6-4,  and  in  the  same  over  dismissed  Da  Cosia 
— 71-7-0.     Blount  then  went  out,  when  time  was 
called,  the  score  standing — 71-7-0,  towards  which 
Oldham  had  contributed  the  lion's  share.  Ed- 
wards was  in  splendid  form,   bowling  5  clean, 
and  c.  and  b.  another,  while  White  secured  one 
wicket.    On  resuming  afler  tiffin,  Edwards  and 
White  again  took  on  the  bowling,  and  after  three 
overs  Blount  was  bowled  by  the  latter — 74-8-0. 
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Fergusson  followed.  Oldham  made  four  in  succes 
sion  oil  lulw.ii  (Is  ami  was  settling  down  lo  some 

good  play  wnen  Pergusson's  wiclteta  fellio  Edwards 

— 89  9-  v  The  last  man  in  was  bowled  first  ball, 
ihe  innings  closing  within  twenty  minutes  of  the 
resumption  of  play. 

The  Club  went  to  the  wicket  at  2.30  sending  out 
Dickinson  and  .Crawford,  with  Sir  R.  Arbuthnot 
and  Powlett  as  bowlers.  Arbuthnot  opened  witli  an 
easy  ball,  but  it  was  not  till  the  fifth  came  down 
that  Crawford  struck  out  and  made  a  3.  In  the 
thiid  over  Arbuthnot  bowled  Crawford — 10-1-5. 
Then  White  went  in  to  bat.  He  had  not  been  in 
long  before  he  lost  Dickinson,  who  was  caught  and 
bowled  by  Powlelt  with  his  second  ball  after  Craw- 
ford had  left  the  field— 10-2-5.  Walford  filled  the 
vacancy  and  some  good  play  followed.  The 
partnership  did  not  last  long,  however,  and  Wal 
ford  was  held  by  James— 30  2  5.  Then  Edwards 
joined  White  and  began  hitting  out  freely  for  2's 
and  4's.  Four  times  he  sent  the  leather  over  the 
fence,  scoring  six  each  time:  With  such  play  the 
score  quickly  mounted,  for  White  ably  seconded. 
At  183  Edwards  was  caught  by  Walker.  He  left 
the  field  with  just  a  "  century,"  and  was  deservedly 
applauded  as  be  neared  the  Pavilion.  Morriss 
look  his  place  and  the  game  slackened  a  little 
until  White  topped  the  day's  record.  He  made 
another  run  and  was  then  caught  out — 260-5- 
102.  Kenyon  who  followed  did  not  stay  out  long, 
being  caught  by  Walker  before  breaking  bis  duck 
—27160.  At  271  Mair  was  dismissed,  at 
279  Black  went  under,  and  Libeaud  succumbed 
to  the  first  ball  sent  down  to  him  by  Arbuthnot. 
Hunt  was  the  last  to  go  in  and  he  made  some 
very  nice  hits  ere  his  stumps  were  found  by 
Blount.  Morriss,  who  played  in  very  good  form, 
carried  out  his  bat  for  45.  The  innings  closed  at 
at  5-30. 

The  Fleet  went  in  for  a  second  innings  at  5.45, 
Oldham  and  Powlett  going  out  to  defend  against 
Edwaids  and  Walford.  Boih  batsman  hit  free- 
ly, and  Oldham  was  not  caught  until  the  score 
stood— 31-1-15.  Da  Costa  followed,  but  had  not 
been  in  long  before  Powlett  was  bowled  by  Wal- 
ford— 34  2-1 7.  James,  who  followed,  ran  himself 
°»t— 35  3 •!•  Leatltam  went  in  next  and  aftei 
making  three  4's,  one  3,  three  2's  and  six  singles, 
was    bowled  by  Edwards.  Fergusson  met  a  same 

fate  and  then  stumps  were  drawn.  Scores:  

The  Flsst. 

1st  innings. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Thursby,  b.  White    < 

Mr.  F.  B.  Noble,  b.  Edwards    jo 

Mir  R.  K.  Arbuthnot,  b.  Edwards  ...  o 
Mr.  F.  A.  Powlett,  c.  and  b.  Ed- 

wards    6 

Mr.  A.  Oldham,  not  out   41 


2Hj>  INNINGS. 


Mr.  E.  T.a  |.  Lealham,  b.  Edwards...  16 

Mr.  F.  W.  James,  b.  Edwards    4 

Mr.  Da  Costa,  b.  Edwards    o 

Mr.  G.  R.  Blount,  b.  White   o 

Mr.  |.  Fergusson,  b.  Edwards   3 

Mr.  Walker,  b.  Edwards    o 

b.  a,  l,b.  2   4 


b.  Walford    i7 

c.  White,  b.  Ed- 
wards.  |C 

b.  Edwards   37 

run  out   1 

not  out    1 

b.  Edwards    o 

b.  »,  I.b.  j  


70 


.40.. 
-37- 


8 


Bowling  Analysis. 
1ST  innings. 

b.    r.    m.  w. 
Mr.  W.  D.  S.  Edwards. ..102 

Mr.  F.  E.  White   01 

Mr.  C.  A.  Black    10 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford   ;;„,.      3S  \ 

Mr.  E.  Libeaud   15 

Yokohama. 

Mr.  K.  F.  Crawford,  b.  Arbuthnot  

Mr.  H.  V.  Dickinson,  c.  and  b.  Powlett  .. 
Mr.  F.  E.  White,  c.  Thursby,  b.  Oldham 

Mr.  A.  B.  Walford,  c.  James,  b.  Powlett  

Mr.  W.  D.  S.  Edwards,  c.  Walker,  b.  Arbuthnot 

Mr.  E.  R.  Morriss,  not  out   

Mr.  E.  O.  Kenyon,  c.  Walker,  b,  Oldham 
Mr.  H.  R.  Mair,  c.  Walker,  b.  Arbuthnot  .... 

Mr.  C.  A.  Black,  b.  Arbuthnot    '." 

Mr.  A.  Libeaud,  b.  Arbuthnot  .. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Hunt,  b.  Blount   ".' 

b.  Q,  w.  2  


2ND  INNINGS. 


1  s 
102 

1 00 
45 


Bowling  Analysis. 

B.  R. 

Sir  R.  K.  Arbuthnot   170...  no 

"  36.'.' 
61.., 
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Mr.  F.  A.  Powlett    6< 

Mr.  G.  R.  Blount    65.. 

Mr.  A.  Oldham   55.. 

Mr.  J.  Fergusson   25.. 

Mr.  Walker   15.. 


M. 

..  4. 

..  S., 
3— 


W.  W. 

...  s ...  ■  — 


50         2         a  — 

«         3  —  — 
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THE  JAPAN  CONFERENCE  OF  THE 
E VANGELICAL  A SSOCIA  HON. 


The  second  annual  session  of  the  Japan  Con- 
ference of  the  Evangelical  Association  was  opened 
on  the  21st  of  June,  in  die  Krecker  Memo- 
rial Church,  Tsukiji,  Tokyo.  The  effects  of  the 
earthquake  upon  this  beautiful  and  spacious  brick 
edifice  were  plainly  to  be  seen  on  the  morning  of 
assembling,  although  it  did  not  suffei  to  the  ex- 
tent that  other  brick  edifices  in  Tsukiji  did.  In 
the  absence  of  a  presiding  Bishop,  the  Conference 
unanimously  chose  Ihe  Rev.  F.  W.  Voegeleiu,  of 
Tsukiji,  as  permanent  Chairman.   The  Chairman 


then  chose  Rev.  G.  E.  Dienil  as  Secretary,  who 
Called  10  his  assistance  the  Rev.  T.  Hirakwwa  and 
Rev.  F.  C.  Neilz.  The  session  was  attended  by 
all  the  active  ministers  of  the  Conference,  who 
promptly  responded  to  the  toll  call.  After  the 
devotional  exercises,  which  throughout  the  wl 
Conference  were  characterized  by  fervency  and 
inspiration,  the  moral  and  official  conduct  of 
the  members  oi  Conference  was  examined  and 
passed  without  any  charges.  The  forenoon 
of  the  fust  day  was  taken  up  largely  with  ll 
appointment  of  Committees  and  the  complelioi 
of  the  organization.  A  fraternal  Idler  fiom 
Bishop  J.  J.  Baiter  of  Chicago,  III.,  U.S.A.  was 
lead  and  refeired  for  suitable  reply  to  a  com 
mittee.  The  more  important  committees  of  the 
Conference  were  those  on  Boundaries,  on  Docu 
ments,  on  Quarterly  Conference  records,  01 
Sabbath  Obsei  vance  and  Tetrtpei ance,  on  Sunday 
Schools,  Catechetical  and  Home  Instruction,  on 
Statistics,  and  a  committee  of  reporters  to  the 
Japanese  newspapers.  To  the  impartial  observer 
it  was  evident  that  this  body  exeits  a  considerable 
influence  upon  the  people  and  will  in  time  become 
an  influential  factor  in  Japan  because  of  the  firm 
stand  taken  upon  all  questions  of  moral  and 
material  welfare  to  the  nation.  The  resolutions  11 11 
animously  passed  by  it  upon  the  subjects  of  Sabbath 
Observance,  Sunday  Schools,  Catechetical  and 
Home  Instruction  were  clear  and  decided.  The 
chinch  officials  werestrougly  urged  to  be  examples 
of  purity',  rectitude,  and  careful  observance  of  tl 
divine  laws  that  the  laity  and  those  outside  of  the 
churches  may  be  won  to  a  true  standard  of  life. 
Upon  the  subject  of  Temperance,  the  Conference 
was  a  unit  in  admitting  the  ruinous  result  to 
both  body  and  soul  caused  by  the  use  of  sake  and 
all  spiritous  drinks,  and  pledged  itself  lo  aid  all  in 
its  power  to  create  sentiment  and  purpose  to  resist 
the  encroachment  of  the  evil.  As  an  index  of  the 
relation  and  love  existing  in  the  Conference  toward 
the  American  portion  of  the  Chinch,  the  following 
olutions  are  interesting: — Wheieas  we  con- 
stantly  hear  of  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
Church  in  America,  the  kindness  and  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  its  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  our  behalf,  as  well  as  the  universal  in 
terest  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  abroad  in  the 
prospeiity  and  welfaie  of  our  Conference  iherefoi e, 
Resolved  1.  That  we  most  sincerely  and  grate- 
fully appreciate  each  and  eve>y  one  of  these  acts 
of  kindness  and  expressions  of  love  and  fellowship. 

Resolved  2.  That  we  will  spaie  no  efforts  in  our 
power  to  merit,  in  a  measure,  these  acts  of  broth- 
eily  kindness;  and  will  endeavour  with  all 
might  and  by  the  unfailing  grace  of  the  mighty 
Saviour,  to  carry  forward  the  work  in  this  our 
native  land,  committed  to  our  care,  and  by  the 
unerring  guidance  of  the  Holy  Sph  it  will  seek  to 
lead  our  people  to  the  foot  of  that  Cross  where  all 
men  become  one  in  Christ  and  heirs  of  the  ex 
ceeding  great  and  eternal  glories. 

The  subject  of  Boundaries  caused  an  earnest 
discussion  and  the  report  of  the  committee  indicat- 
ed an  advance.  Two  new  fields  of  labour  were 
taken  up,  one  in  Tokyo  and  one  in  Nakano,  in 
Chiba  Ken.  The  Conference  now  covers  a 
territory  extending  from  Fukagawa,  in  Fuku- 
shima  Ken,  on  the  north,  to  Osaka,  the  commercial 
metropolis  of  the  empire,  011  the  south,  extending 
both  eastward.  Ihe  Conference  also  passed  a  law 
egarding  the  hasty  baptism  of  those  who  do  not 
give  full  evidence  of  a  true  change  of  heait,  by 
which  any  of  its  members  who  will  administer  'this 
sacred  rile  to  persons  who  have  not  been  fully  ex- 
amined as  to  their  faith  and  life,  can  be  brought 
before  the  bar  of  the  Conference  as  transgressors. 
In  all  cases  where  doubt  exists  as  lo  the  faith  of  the 
applicant  at  least  six  months  probation,  and  more, 
if  advisable,  must  be  given  to  the  applicant.  A 
very  pleasant  interruption  in  the  routine  of  busi- 
ness occurred  on  the  third  day  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Venerable  Bishop  Ninde,  D.  D.,  LL.D. 
of  the  M.E.  Church  who  addressed  the  Conference 
with  words  of  love  and  brotherly  cordiality,  ie- 
marking  upon  the  affectionate  fraternity  exisli,.., 
between  the  Chinch  belonging  to  the  family  uf  John 
Wesley.  The  Confeience  1  ecipi  ocated  the  addiess 
of  the  Bishop  with  appropriate  resolutions. 

A  glance  ai  the  statistics  of  the  Confeience 
shows  a  healthy  increase.  The  present  member- 
ship is  650.  The  number  of  active  preacheis  and 
workers  sent  out  this  year  is  24,  Sunday  Schools, 
30,  with  71  officers  and  teachers,  and  644  scholais 
Ihere  are  5  Young  People's  Alliance  Societies 
with  108  members.  The  total  amount  collected 
for  benevolent  and  Chuich  purposes  is  yen  997.265 
sen,  making  an  average  per  member  of  yen  1.53 
sen.  The  Mission  supports  one  Theological  Semi- 
nary, one  bi  monthly  Chuich  paper,  and  va.  ions 
institutions  for  effective  church  work.  On  Satur- 
day before  the  close  of  (he  session  the  lime  and 
place  for  the  next  session  was  fixed  lor  the  20th  of 
June,  1895  in  the  Krecker  Memorial  Church  of 


Tsukiji.  Rev.  F.  C.  Neilz  was  chosen  Statistical 
Secrelaiy  for  the  ensuing  year,  The  last  act  was 
in  many  lespecli  the  most  eagerly  expected  and 
anxiously  looked  for  of  the  whole  session,  namely, 

the  reading  of  the  appointment  of  the  preacheis  i„' 

theii  fields  of  labour  which  was  done  by  the  Chaii- 
iriaii.  The  Missionaries  Rev.  F.  VV.  Voegeleln, 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Confeience,  Hev.  P,  VV.' 
Fischer,  Treasurer,  Hev.  G,  F.  Dienst,  Secretary, 
Rev.  J.  I.  Seder,  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
reside  in  Tsukiji,  Tokyo.  Rev.  F.  C.  Neilz  is  ap- 
pointed to  the  charge  of  the  Osaka  Mission  and 
1  esides  I  here. 

On  Sunday,  the  Confeience  services  were  at- 
tended by  the  members  of  the  six  churches  of  the 
Conference  in  Ihe  city  and  the  services  weie  of 
a  very  interesting  character.  The  annual  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Voegeleiu,  after 
which  the  holy  communion  was  celebrated.  A 
most  interesting  meeting  of  Ihe  Confeience  Mis- 
sionaiy  Society  was  held  immediately  after  at 
which  almost  Two  Hundred  Veil  wet  e  collected 
for  the  missionary  purposes  of  the  body.  The 
officers  of  the  Society  are  President,  Rev.  T.  I  lira- 
kawa,  Vice-President,  Kev.  M.  Shimidzii,  and 
Secretary,  Rev.  G.  E.  Dienst,  and  Treasurer, 
Rev.  F.  VV.  Fischer. 


LIVING  CHESS. 

The  lower  tennis  courts  of  the  Bluff  Gardens 
presented  a  most  brilliant  spectacle  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  when  they  were  turned  for  the  nonce 
into  an  enormous  chess-board,  upon  which  sported 
for  "a  little  hour"  a  blight  array  of  living 
chess-men  and  maidens  clad  in  all  the  rich, 
barbaric  splendour  of  mediaeval  times.  The  fete 
began  soon  after  three  o'clock,  when  the  baud 
of  H.M.S.  Centurion  opened  the  proceedings, 
but  it  was  not  until  about  half-past  four  that  the 
first  fanfare  of  the  trumpeters  announced  the 
approach  of  the  Players  and  Pieces.  The  after- 
noon was  decidedly  warm,  but  a  breeze  sprang 
up  shortly  before  this  time,  thus  tempering 
the  heal  most  .agreeably  and  enabling  the 
spectators  to  view  the  procession  without  dis- 
comfort. Gathering  at  Mr.  Duncan  McNeil's 
house  near  the  Gardens,  ihe  groups  were  first 
photographed.  Then  the  White  Pieces  led  off,  as 
challengers,  and  entered  the  grounds  with  their 
blue  and  white  banner  gaily  to  the  fore.  The 
Black  P  ieces  followed.  They  were  really  robed 
in  red,  the  pawns  being  little  boys — the  While 
Pawns  were  all  wee  girls,  we  should  here  observe 
— and  as  Reds  not  Blacks,  were  spoken  of  through- 
out the  afternoon.  Each  Queen  was  attended  by  a 
dutiful  page,  whose  office,  subsequently,  was  to 
remove  all  captui  ed  pieces.  The  Bishops,  Caslles, 
and  Knights  came  each  in  proper  sequence,  the 
Pawns  next,  the  Monks  bringing  up  the  rear. 
Willi  dainty  solemnity  the  two  trains  wended 
their  ways  along  the  winding  garden  paths  and 
through  the  shrubberies  until  the  tourney-field 
was  reached;  ihen  each  look  up  their  1  especlive 
positions  and  the  game  commenced,  each  move 
being  preceded  by  a  trumpet-call.  The  "  pieces  " 
wei e  as  follow  :  — 


WHITE. 

King,  Mr.  K.  J.  Hall. 
Oueen,  Miss  Fanny  Eldridge. 
K  B,  Mr  R.  Ross. 
K  Kt,  Mr.  G.  Phillip. 
K  R,  Miss  May  Morriss. 
Q  B,  Mr.  F.  E.  White. 
O  Kt,  Mr.  Percy  Morriss. 
Q  R,  Miss  Mahel  Rice. 
K  P,  MissCecile  Rogers. 
Q  P,  Miss  Gladys  Smedley. 
K  B  P,  Miss  Maya  Lindsley 
"<  Kt  P,  Miss  Vera  Irwine 
K  R  P,  Miss  Gladys  Howard 
Q  B  P,  Miss  Gwennie 

Smedley. 
Q  Kt  P,  Miss  Alice  Fraser 
QRP,  Miss  Hilare  Moss. 
Herald.  Mr.  J.  Archer. 
Page,  Mr.  H.  M.  Arnould. 

STANDARD 

Silver  Unicorn  on  Blue 

Shield. 


BLACK. 
King,  Mr.  C.  B.  Stedman. 
Queen,  Miss  Alice  Rickett. 
K  B,  Mr.  E.  R.  Morris. 
K  Kt,  Mr.  A.  B.  Walford. 
K  R,  Miss  Mabel  Varnum. 
Q  B,  Mr.  Buxton  Forman. 
Q  Kt,  Mr  P.  C.  Potts. 
Q  R,  Miss  Wheeler. 
K  P,  Master  Chester  Poole. 
Q  P,  Master  Harry  Cook. 
K  B  P,  Master  G.  Moss. 
K  Kt  P,  Master  JackCliope. 
K  R  P,  Master  Fraser 

Thomson. 
QBP,  Master  P.  Moss. 
Q  Kt  P,  Master  Esmond 

Hinsdale. 

QRP,  Master  Julius  Dare. 
Herald.  Mr.  G.  W.  Barton. 
Page,  Mr.  K.  Wilson 

STANDARD. 

Gold  Lion  on  Red  Shield, 


The  Knights  wore  their  own  crests  and  mottoes 
upon  their  shields,  while  the  Heralds  bore  embla- 
zoned upon  their  tabards  the  crests  and  mottoes 
of  their  respective  Queens.  The  Players  were 
Mr.  J.  T.  Griffin  (Black)  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Mason 
(White),  who  were  robed  and  cowled  as  black  and 
brown  Monks  respectively.  Some  folk  saw  in 
these  doughty  clerks  "  The  Heavenly  Twins,"  and 
very  quickly  the  quaint  jest  spread  that  they  were 
Fra  Diavolo  and  Fi  a  Angelica — for  Angelica  was 
not  averse  lo  acting  a  boy's  pail,  be  it  remem- 
bered. The  Players,  who  sat  at  a  chess-board  on 
one  side  of  the  lawn,  announced  each  move  to  the 
Heralds  who  then  proclaimed  il  aloud  to  the 
company;  then  the  Piece  concerned  would  bow 
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to  his  or  her  King  and  execute  the  movement 
When  Hie  King  moved,  the  whole  of  his  Pieces 
made  a  profound  and  reverential  bow.  Soon  it  was 
seen  that  Black  was  gaining  the  advantage,  not 
withstanding  While's  parrying.  Finally  the  poor 
White  King  had  to  surrender  his  sceptre  to  his 
pitiless  opponent,  and  the  game  concluded.  Amid 
"slow  music"  the  captured  Pieces  were  then 
escoited  back  to  the  board  in  pairs  by  the  respec 
live  Pages,  and  the  lanks  filled  again.  Then  the 
Black  monarch  performed  an  act  of  magnanimity 
woithy  of  his  kingship.  Summoning  his  Knights 
to  his  presence  he  commissioned  them  to  restore 
While  King's  sceptre.  This  they  did  amid  uni- 
versal plaudits.  After  this  gracious  act  of  regal 
courtesy  the  procession  lefoimed,  this  lime  with 
Black  at  its  head.  To  the  strains  of  "See  the 
Conquering  Hero  conies,"  the  victorious  Pieces 
moved  off  the  ground,  and  then  the  company 
dispersed  well  pleased  with  the  spectacular  en- 
tertainment afforded.  As  a  whole  the  game  was  a 
clever  exposition  of  the  science  of  Chess,  every 
piece  upon  the  board  having  an  opportunity  to 
move,  and  that  in  an  entertaining  manner,  while 
the  denouement  was  worked  out  with  adroit  finesse 
The  detailed  moves  are  as  follow  :— 
(giuoco  piano). 


WHITE. 
Mr.  Mason. 

1.  — P  to  K  4 

2.  — Kt  to  K  B  3 
3  — B  to  B  4 
4.-P  to  Q  3 

5  — B  10  K  3 

6  — Q  Kt  to  O  2 

7.  — Kt  to  B  sq. 

8.  _P  takes  P 

9—  Q  10  Q 2 

10.  — Castles  Q  rook 

11.  —  B  to  Q  Ki  5 

12.  — Ki  to  Kt  3 

13.  — B  takes  B 

,4  _Ki  lakes  K  P 

15.  — O  R  to  K  sq. 

16.  — P  to  Q  B  4 

17.  — B  takes  Kt 

18.  —  B  takes  Kt 

19.  — P  takes  B 

20.  —  K  to  B  2 

21.  — K  to  B  3 

23.  — P  t<>  Kl  4 

23.  — K  to  Cj  4 

24.  — K  to  K  5 

25.  — K  to  B  4 

26.  — O  to  Ki  2 
27  _p  to  K  R  4 
28.— P  takes  P 


BLACK. 
Mr.  Griffin. 

1.  — P  10  K  4 

2.  _Kt  to  Q  B  3 

3.  — B  to  B  4 

4.  — P  to  Q  3 

5.  — B  to  Ki  3 

6.  — Kt  to  B  3 

7.  — P  to  Q  4 

8.  — Kt  lakes  P 

9.  — P  to  K  R  3 

10.  — B  to  K  3 

11.  -Q  to  Q  3 

12.  — P  to  B  4 

13.  — R  P  takes  B 

14.  — Q  takes  Kt 

15.  — R  takes  P 

16.  — Castles. 

17.  -Q  to  Q  5 

18.  —  B  takes  B 

19.  — R  to  R  8  ch. 

20.  — Q  to  R  5  ch. 

21.  — Q  to  R  4  ch 

22.  — R  to  R  6  ch'. 

23.  — P  to  B  4  ch. 

24.  — Q  to  R  sq. 

25.  — O  to  Q  sq. 
26— R  takes  P 
27.— P  to  Kt  4  ch. 
28— P  takes  P  ch. 
2y. — Cj  to  B  3  mate, 
dining    the  game 


29.— K  to  K  5 
Among  these  present  _ 
noticed  Admiral  Sir  E.  Fremanlle,  Bishop  Bicker- 
steth  and  Mis.  Bickerstelh,  Mr.  H.  S.  Wilkinson, 
H  B  M  Judge,  Prince  and  Princess  Lobanow  de 
Rostov!  Mr.  J.  Troup,  Baron  D'Anethan,  and 
many  Tokyo  people.  The  proceeds  of  the  enter- 
tainment were  given  in  aid  of  the.  funds  of  the 
Yokohama  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Many 
thanks  are  publicly  due  to  Mrs.  Rickeit  for  the 
great  help  afforded  in  the  designing  of  dresses, 
etc.,  and  also  to  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
lent  assistance  of  various  kinds 


HIS10R1CAL  VIGNETTES. 
 ♦  

4.  —  A  CLEVER  RUSE. 

On  the  281I1  day  of  December,  second  year  of 
the  period  of  Kenkyit,  the  Chunagon1  Kanemitsu 
Kyo-  was  appointed  Chief  Police  Magistrate 
{Kebi-ishi  beito'6)  of  the  Empiie.  Lord  Kanemitsu 
was  impartial  in  his  views  and  a  lover  of  sti  ict  jus- 
tice, so  that  his  appointment  gave  universal  satis- 
faction. The  judgments  rendered  by  him  on  the 
Bench  were  invariably  sound  and  notable  for  their 
legal  acumen  ;  historians  are  therefore  inclined  lo 
tegaid  him  as  a  woithy  forerunner  of  the  famous 
Ooka  Echizen-no-Kanii,  the  beau  idea/ofaW  judges. 

Il  happened  shoi  tly  after  the  installation  of  Lord 
Kanemitsu  that  a  most  curious  case  came  up  be- 
foie  liim  for  adjudication.  A  certain  very  poor 
man  had  been  1  obbed  of  h is  kama,  a  soi  t  of  large 
11011  pol  used  in  boiling  lice.  Some  one  had 
entered  his  hovel  during  the  night-time  and  walk 
ed  off  with  this,  the  poor  man's  one  valuable  pos- 
session. Suspicion  had  fallen  upon  a  cripple  living 
in  the  immediate  neighhom  hood,  and  a  thorough 
seaich  had  resulted  in  the  finding  of  the  iron  pol  in 
the  house  of  tlie  suspected  man.  Not  content  with 
getting  his  kama  back,  the  robbed  man  brought  a 
case  rtga'mst  the  ciipple,  praying  for  his  incaiceia- 


»  A  title  somewhat  similar  to  the  modern  Sumiliuin  Komon  kan, 
or  Privy  Councillor.  *  Kyo  is.  another  title,  equivalent  to  ■  Ills 
I  ordship."  3  Kebi  ilhi  belto  admits  of  no  exact  English  transla- 
tion. It  was  an  ollice  which  combined  the  duties  of  a  bugvc,  or 
governor,  with  those  of  Chief  Superintendent  of  Felice  and 
t'olice  magistracy. 


tion  for  a  long  period.  The  cripple  was  equally 
indignant  at  being  accused  of  the  theft  and  bi  ought 
coiinler-case  into  court.  There  being  certain  per- 
plexing circumstances  connected  with  the  affair, 
the  matter  was  finally  taken  taken  before  the  Chief 
Police  Magistiate,  Lord  Kanemitsu. 

The  accuser  alleged  that  on  a  certain  night  he 
,iad  been  robbed  of  the  kama  ;  thai  he  had  traced 
the  missing  article  lo  the  house  of  the  cripple  and 
insisted  upon  its  restitution;  that  none  but  the 
aforesaid  ciipple  could  have  been  the  thief.  To 
this  the  accused  replied  that  he  had  lost  the  use  of 
his  legs  and  that  his  method  of  locomotion  was  by 
propelling  himself  laboriously  with  his  hands  ; 
that  under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  mani- 
festly a  physical  impossibility  for  him  to  lake  from 
its  place  and  cany  off  so  weighty  an  object  as  an 
iron  boiler;  that  some  ill-disposed  person,  pro- 
bably the  plaintiff  himself,  must  have  maliciously 
deposited  the  boiler  in  his  house  in  older  thai 
suspicion  might  alight  on  him  ;  that  he  therefore 
prayed  that  the  case  might  be  discharged  and  the 
accuser  punished  for  this  unjust  suit. 

After  carefully  listening  to  the  arguments  on 
boih  sides,  Lord  Kanemitsu  felt  persuaded  that 
the   cripple,   despite    his  inability  to  walk,  was 
the  thief.   He  resolved  upon  a  ruse  to  demonsti  ate 
whether  it  was  teally   physical  impossibility  fo- 
the    paralytic    to    carry    off  so  heavy  a  burden 
Turning  to  the  accused,  he  said  :    "  I  see  the  force 
of  your  arguments.    You  are  much  to  be  pitied 
as  being  the  object  of  a  malicious  prosecution.  1 
dismiss  the  case  against  you.    But  as  your  adver 
sary  is  a  poor  man  and  unable  to  pay  a  fine,  I  think 
that  the  ends  of  justice  will  be   met  if  I  award 
the  iron  pol  to  you.    Take  it ;  il  is  yours  !  "  Heai 
iug  these  words  the  oveijoyed  ciipple  immedialelj 
stretched  out  his  arms  lo  receive  the  kama.  Bow- 
ing low  befoie  the  judge  in  token  of  his  thanks,  he 
then  proceeded  to  place  the  inverted  pot  hat-wise  on 
his  head,  and  carrying  it  thus  began  to  shuffle  hast'- 
ly  towards  the.  door  of  the  court-room.    "  Hold  ! 
exclaimed  the  judge  in  a  terrible  voice,  "  you  have 
shown  that,  cripple  though  you  be,  it  is  physically 
easy  for  you  to  carry  off  that  heavy  boiler.  You 
are  the  thief !  " 

By  this  clever  ruse  the  real  thief  was  discovered 
The  kama  was  restored  to  its  owner,  while  the  pre 
datory  cripple  was  condemned  to  a  long  term  of 
imprisonment. 

5. — THE  OGRE. 

After  abdicating  in  favour  of  his  son,  the  Em 
peror  Goloba  took  up  his  residence  in  the  palace  o 
Minase,  erected  in  the  heart  of  the  Minase 
Mountains,— a  somewhat  lonely  but  most  pictur- 
esque range  of  hills  not  tar  from  Saikyo.  Here  he 
was  attended  by  a  small  number  of  his  former 
imperial  retinue,  and  particularly  by  three  mem- 
bers of  his  once-numerous  body-guard,  a  trio  of 
brothers  famed  for  their  deeds  of  arms.  The 
names  of  these  brothers  were  Minamoto  Umano 
iuke  Nakataka,  Salsuma  no  Kami  Nakatoshi, 
Shin*-Umanosuke  Nakayasu. 

Not  far  from  the  palace  was  a  small  lake  or 
pool,  in  a  very  inaccessible  part  of  the  moun- 
tains, celebrated  for  the  water-fowl  that  made 
it  their  breeding-place.  Wild  geese  and  ducks, 
teal  and  w  idgeon,  flocked  there  in  countless  multi- 
tudes. Spoilsmen  had  often  gone  to  the  lake  in 
search  of  game;  but  it  was  noted  that  no  one  ever 
came  back  again,  so  that  it  soon  became  bruited 
abroad  that  the  lakelet  was  the  haunt  of  a  man-eat 
ing  ogre.5 

Tired  of  long  days  of  inactivity,  the  brothers 
once  proposed  an  expedition  to  this  mountain-lake. 
They  were  warned  of  the  danger  attending  such  a 
step  and  for  the  first  time  learned  that  the  place 
was  supposed  to  be  the  abode  of  an  ogre.  Far 
from  deterring  them,  this  bit  of  news  rather  fired 
the  valourous  trio  to  undertake  the  hazardous  em 
prise,  and  they  spent  the  whole  of  one  day  in 
laying  plans  to  subdue  the  ogre  and  bring  him, 
alive  or  dead,  to  their  Imperial  master.  Aft 
thoroughly  discussing  the  subject,  they  agreed  to 
slatt  for  the  pool  at  daybreak  the  next  morning. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  the  eldest  of  the 
three,  Nakatoshi,  determined  to  repair  thither 
alone  and  thus  win  all  the  greater  honour.  Waiting 
ulitil  his  unsuspecting  b. others  were  asleep,  he 
slipped  from  his  chamber  and  awoke  one  of  the 
pages  in  attendance.  Not  a  loud  word  was  spoken. 
Silently  pointing  to  his  quiver  and  bow,  he  bade 
(he  page,  with  a  gesture,  follow  him.  His  armoui 
was  speedily  donned,  and  fastened  in  his  girdle 
were  his  keen  two-handed  sword  and  trenchant 
dagger  (waki-zashi) ■  A  whispered  word  to  the 
dooiway  guard  al  the  palace-po.lal  procured  I  HIM 
egiess,  and,  followed  by  the  page,  he  strode  boldly 
off  in  the  direction  of  the  ill-iepuled  pool. 

It  was  the  blackest  of  black  nights.      The  path 


leading  over  ihe  hills  was  steep  and  narrow,  so 
that  Nakatoshi  and  his  follower  had  to  grope 
llieir  way  through  the  mountain  fastness,  along  the 
edges  of  precipitous  cliffs — where  a  single  false 
step  would  have  meant  instant  death — and  through 
daik  tangled  clumps  of  biush  and  inountaiii-gpise, 

.mi  .1.         1.  i   :..  .1:..   .1...    „...  .1 


,,  ihey  heard  in  the  distance  ihe  ciy  of  the 
waterfowl  flying  towards  the  lake  and  the  splash 
of  numberless  flocks  as  they  settled  down  for  biief 
slumber  on  the  suiface  of  the  water. 

The  pool  was  surrounded  by  a  fringe  of  daik 
and  giant-pines,  and  its  tiny  ripples  faiuily  reflect- 
ed the  light  of  one  or  two  adventurous  stars  that 
seemed  to  be  looking  in  amaze  at  the  courage  of 
Nakatoshi.  Pausing  for  breath  in  the  gloom  of 
a  mighty  pine,  he  saw  that  the  bosom  of  the 
lake  gradually  became  agitated,  as  if  boiling  up 
from  some  subterranean  cauldron.  Suddenly  the 
heaving  water  became  luminous,  and  with  an 
eltrich  screech  something  sprang  from  out  the 
pool  up  into  the  branches  of  the  ti  ee  beneath  which 
Nakatoshi  and  his  trembling  attendant  were  stand- 
ing. It  was  the  work  of  an  instant  to  nolch  an 
arrow  to  his  bow  ;  but  before  he  could  speed  the 
bolt  at  the  dark  and  fearful  something  overhead, 
it  sprang  again  into  the  lake  and  disappeared. 
Again  the  water  giew  illuminated  ;  again  the  weird 
shriek  was  heard  and  the  datk  body  flung  high  up 
into  the  pine;  and  yet  again,  before  he  could  let 
Ids  arrow  fly,  the  ogre  — if  such  il  was — sprang 
with  a  mocking  laugh  beneath  the  waves. 

Convinced  that  his  bow  was  useless,  Nakatoshi 
abandoned  it  and  drew  his  sword.  Hardly  had 
he  done  so  befoie  the  ghostly  light  once  mote 
shone  out  from  the  heart  of  the  lake.  This  time  a 
phosphoiescenl  gleam  drew  slowly  to  the  shore, 
closer  and  ever  closer  to  where  the  intrepid  knight 
awaited  it.  Now  il  was  upon  him  and  seemed  lo 
be  the  figuie  of  an  old  woman,  that  grinned 
at  him,  and  stietched  out  a  lean  and  witheied 
arm  in  his  direction.  Before  he  had  lime  to 
make  a  cut  with  his  sword,  ihe  fearful  hag 
was  beside  him  and  had  seized  him  in  her  iron 
grasp.  Nakatoshi  dropped  his  blade  and  then 
began  a  mighty  struggle; — the  hag  endeavouiing 
to  push  him  towards  and  into  the  daik  pool.  Just 
as  panting  and  wrestling,  they  had  reached  the 
very  brink,  Nakatoshi  wedged  his  sandalled  foot 
between  the  naked  roots  of  a  friendly  pine-tree. 
The  struggle  grew  fieicer  and  the  knight's  strength 
was  becoming  exhausted.  Suddenly  he  bethought 
him  of  his  d'u  k  and  in  an  instant  plunged  it  to  the 
very  hill  into  the  heat  t  of  his  adversary.  At  once 
the  phosphorescent  light  grew  dim,  and,  to 
lis  unbounded  surprise,  Nakabashi  found  that 
ihe  wounded  ogre  had  assumed  its  natuial 
foim,  and  that  a  huge  badger  6  lay  dead  at  his 
feet.  Cutting  off  ils  bead,  he  and  his  page 
groped  their  perilous  way  back  to  the  palace 
where  they  arrived  shoi  lly.befoi  e  daybreak,  worn 
out  but  triumphant. 

Gieat  praise  was  bestowed  upon  ihe  knight  for 
this  deed,  and  it  long  continued  in  the  memory  of 
the  simple  folk  of  Minase-yama. 


JAPANESE  AT  THURSDAY  ISLAND. 
 ♦  

THE  PEARLING  INDUSTRY. 


♦  This  prefix  isexaclly  our  English  'junior,'  or  the  younKcr. 

»  The  lapancsc  original  has  the  words  hito-tori,  literally  man 
catcher."  this  is  a  somewhat  uncommon  expression,  the  usual 
phrase  being  hilo  sarai. 


The  Japanese  are  by  far  the  most  numerous 
amongst  the  alien  races  of  Thursday  Island, 
though  ihe  influx  has  to  some  extent  declined  of 
late,  but  they  number  740  souls.  These  men 
own  boats  and  diving  apparatus,  and  carry  on 
the  industry  on  their  own  account  with  remunera- 
tive ( esults  as  a  rule.  The  boat  and  plant  may 
cost  £700  or  £8oo,  and  the  intending  owner, 
having  saved  perhaps  ^100  and  borrowed  two  or 
three  hundred,  from  a  lew  of  his  countrymen,  will 
arrange  with  a  store  keeper  or  merchant  on  the 
island  (usually  a  white  man)  to  buy  a  boat  for  him.  . 
This  he  for  a  time  works  under  mortgage,  or  in 
some  instances  on  shares  with  the  leal  owner, 
but  all  his  efforts  are  diiected  to  paying  off  the 
balance  due.  If  returns  are  good,  he  succeeds; 
if  not  he  may  lose  everything.  On  all  hands  the 
Japanese  aie  credited  with  being  sober,  iudus- 
t'lious,  patienl  men,  and  they  always  work 
harmoniously  amongst  themselves.  Indeed,  the 
Japanese  Club,  so  called,  is  one  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  island;  bul  il  is  rather  a  friend- 
ly society  than  a  club.  Rooms  are  provided 
lor  members,  and  there  are  also,  I  believe, 
billiard  tables,  of  which  ihey  freely  avail  them- 
selves; but  ihe  institution  goes  far  beyond  this 
in  having  paid  servants  who  inquire  into  any 
dispute  that  may  aiise  either  between  Japan- 
ese themselves  or  with  their  employers.  In- 
deed, thev  seek  lo  do  the  woik  of  conciliation 
justices,  and  a  small  weekly  or  monthly  payment 


«  The  conclusion  of  this  tale  is  distinctly  tame  ;  but  the  fault 
lies  rather  with  the  veracious  historiographer. 
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also  entitles  llie  member  to  assistance  in  sickness 
or  poverty.    The  numbers  of  Japanese  have  been 
increasing  very  rapidly  during  the  past  two  years. 
Now  they  form  moie  than  one-font th  of  the  pop  11' 
lation,  and  the  systematic  efforts  they  are  continu- 
ally making  to  establish  themselves  in  the  peail- 
shelling  industry  must  have  very  sei  ions  effects  if 
not  speedily  checked.   The  pioximity  of  Thursday 
Island  to  japan  is  also  a  very  serious  element  in 
the  discussion.    It  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  all  the  Japanese  arriving  at  Thursday  Island 
are  SOtfat'illg  men  and  capable  of  taking  up  the 
peatl-shell  industry.    On  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
found  that  they  include  agriculturists,  and  even 
weavers  and  other  tradesmen,  and  at  the  present 
time  efforts  aie  being  made  to  arrange  for  some  of 
them  lo  take  up  and  woik  land  at  Cairns  on  the 
metayer  or  half-share   principle.      It  has  been 
suggested  that  a  useful  check  would  be  imposed 
if  it  were  decided  to  issue  no  more  divers'  or  boat 
licenses  to  aliens  of  any  race,  and  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  something  must  be  done,  and  done 
very  soon,  lo  prevent  the  capture  of  the  industry 
by  Japanese.    As  many  of  the  floats  are  still  more 
or  less  in   the  hands  of  the  storekeepers,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  how  many  are  actually  owned  by 
the  Japanese  ;  but  the  number  was  variously  stated 
at  fi om  fifty  to  eighty-seven.    Two  business  men 
at  Thursday  Island  from  whom  1  made  enquiries 
gave  figures  considei  ably  below  these.    One  states 
that  the  total  number  of  boats  being  woiked  by 
Japanese  for  ownership  is  forty-one,  and  that  all 
other  boats  sailing  out  of  that  port  are  owned  by 
Europeans,  Manilamen,  Malays,  and  South  Sea 
Islanders  ;  while  the  other  gives  the  "  total  number 
of  Japanese  boats  here"  at  thii  ly  eight.  These 
boats  are  entirely  manned  and  worked  by  the 
Japanese,  and  apparently  each  one  forms  a  sort 
of  ti  aining  school  for  another.    Every  man  takes 
a  turn  at  diving,  and  thus  becomes  an  expert,  who 
is  able  to  woik  a  boat  himself  as  soon  as  he  can 
raise  the  money  to  get  one.    Thus  there  appeai s 
to  be  no  limit  to  the  expansion  of  the  Japanese 
interest  in  the  Queensland  pearl-shell  industry, 
and  its  final  annexation  by  them  appears  to  be  a 
by  no  means  remote  contingency.    In  was  some- 
what surprising  to  find  so  little  said  about  the 
danger  in  Thuisday  Island,  but  there  are  many 
persons  keenly  alive  lo  the    position,    and  the 
Ministers  were  by  no  means  allowed  to  overlook 
the  matter.    It  is  generally  admitted  that  those 
who  already  hold  licenses  should  not  be  interfered 
with;  but  an  increase  in  their  numbers  is  strongly 
deprecated  by  all  who  are  not  directory  interested 
in  business  relations  with  the  Japanese. 

Japanese  labour  is  also  being  tried  on  the  Her- 
beit  River,  Noith  East  Australia,  and  with  con- 
siderable success.  There  are  150  of  them  about 
equally  distributed  over  llie  Macnade,  Victoria, 
and  Ripple  Creek  plantations.  They  are  under 
the  control  of  inspectors  from  Japan,  who  convey 
all  orders  to  them,  deal  with  all  disputes,  and  who 
are  empowered  to  inflict  fines  upon  them  for  mis- 
conduct if  necessary.  These  inspectors  thor  oughly 
understand  how  to  manage  their  countrymen  and 
can  speak  English,  so  that  the  employer  has  little 
or  no  trouble.  One  of  the  things  insisted  upon 
in  making  the  original  agreement  was  that 
every  man  should  be  piovided  with  the  means 
of  taking  a  hot  bath  each  evening,  and  this  has 
been  strictly  adhered  to,  a  tank  being  fitted  with 
steam  pipes,  by  means  of  which  any  required  degree 
of  heat  can  be  obtained.  As  a  rule  the  Japan- 
ese are  found  to  be  steady  and  industrious,  but 
occasionally  a  lazy  man  has  lo  be  dealt  with  and 
the  inspectors  are  equal  lo  the  occasion.  They  do 
not  put  him  into  a  well  where  he  can  only  keep  the 
water  down  by  vigorous  pumping,  as  some  of  our 
ancestors  are  said  to  have  done  with  their  lazy 
men,  but  they  give  him  the  task  of  feeding  megass 
to  the  furnaces,  and,  if  he  shows  any  laxity  in  the 
task,  he  soon  finds  out  that  lire  only  way  for  him 
to  be  reasonably  comfortable  is  to  keep  the  shovel 
going.  There  are  said  lo  be  about  750  Kanakas 
in  the  district  besides  Chinese,  Javanese,  and 
other  coloured  races.  Some  few  of  the  farmers  do 
all  the  work  themselves  ;  but  the  majority  are  sma  II 
employers  of  coloured  labour. — Queenslander, 


LATEST  TELEGRAMS. 


[Reuter  "Special"  to  *' Japan  Mail."] 

London,  June  23. 
The  Hungarian  Civil  Marriage  Act  has  finally 
passed. 

The  Khedive  lias  started  for  Slamboul. 

The  Siamese  Legation  in  Paris  has  notified 
the  French  Government  that  the  Siamese  Go- 
vernment intends  to  loyally  execute  the  whole 
of  the  French  Treaty  annexed  to  the  Chanta- 
boon  Convention. 


London,  June  25. 
President   Carnot  while  proceeding  to  the 
Theatre  at   Lyons  has  been  stabbed   by  an 
assassin  and  killed. 

Later. 

President  Carnot  expired  this  morning.  His 
assassin  was  arrested.  He  is  an  Italian  named 
Santo,  and  will  not  divulge  his  motive. 

The  Duchess  of  Yotk  has  been  delivered  of 
a  son— mother  and  son  are  doing  well. 

The  American  gold  reserve  has  fallen  forty 
millions  below  the  limit. 

London, June  26. 
Santo,  the  assassin  of  President  Carnot,  is  an 
anarchist.  Great  Britain,  Italy,  Spain,  and  the 
United  States  of  America  have  voted  (in  their 
respective  legislative  Chambers)  condolence 
with  the  French  Republic  in  the  great  loss 
which  it  has  sustained.  Demonstrations  have 
taken  place  against  the  Italians  in  Paris  and 
the  provinces.  Casiir.ir-Perier,  and  probably 
the  Premier,  Dupuy,  are  candidates  for  the 
Presidency,  while  Brissou  will  be  the  Radical 
candidate. 

Later. 

Serious  riots  have  broken  out  in  Lyons  and 
the  Italian  shops  in  that  town  have  been  sack- 
ed. The  Italian  Consulate  at  Genoble  has  been 
attacked. 

M.  Dupuy  is  also  a  presidential  candidate. 

London,  June  28. 

M.  Casimit-Perier  has  been  elected  President 
of  the  French  Republic. 

The  foreign  Anarchists  publicly  applaud 
Santo,  the  assassin  of  M.  Carnot,  as  the  avenger 
of  Ravachol  and  Vaillant. 


["Special"  Telegram  to  "Japan  Mail."] 

Kobe,  June  30,  8.30  a.m. 
R.   Bernhardt,   the   German   constable  of 
H.I.G.M.  Consulate,  shot  himself  through  the 
head  this  morning.    He  is  still  living,  but  is 
not  expected  to  recover. 


[Specially  telegraphed  to  the  "Japan  Mail"  from  ihi 
"  N.-C.  Daily  News."] 


London,  June  18. 
An  Anarchist  fired  at  Signor  Crispi  while  he 
was  driving  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  The 
distinguished  statesman  escaped  unhurt. 

June  20th. 

The  French  press  has  moderated  its  tone 
towards  Great  Britain  in  reference  to  African 
affairs. 

June  21. 

An  important  Encyclical  has  been  issued  by 
the  Pope,  in  which  he  says  that  at  the  close  of 
his  life  he  desires  to  urge  the  union  of  all  the 
Churches.  His  Holiness  addresses  his  remarks 
especially  to  the  eastern  protestant  Churches 
whom  he  exhorts  to  return  to  ancient  ways  and 
unite  in  one  faith  and  one  charity  upon  the  basis 
of  the  Gospel. 

A  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  has  been 
held  at  Melbourne  in  favour  of  international 
bimetallism. 

June  22. 

The  Hungarian  House  of  Magnates  has 
passed  the  first  reading  of  the  Civil  Marriage 
Bill. 

The  French  press  anticipate  that  England 
will  give  France  satisfaction  equal  to  that  afford- 
ed by  Germany  in  regard  to  the  Congo  Treaty. 


(From  Manila  Papers.) 

Madrid,  June  7. 
The  budget  for  the  forthcoming  financial  year 
shows  a  deficit  of  twenty-four  million  pesetas, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  cover  by  the  expected 
surplus  on  the  present  year,  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  a  surplus  will  be  realised. 

Madrid,  June  8. 
Cases  of  cholera  have  been  reported  in  Ger- 
many.   Cases  of  cholera  nostras  have  also  been 
registered  in  Paris. 

Madrid,  June  11. 
The  Sultan  of  Morocco  Muley  Hassan,  is 
dead.     It  is  rumoured  that  death   was  the 


result  of  poison,  and  this  event  creates  a  difficult 
situation  to  Mulcy-Araaf  in  the  territory  of  the 

Riffs. 

The  Army  of  Bobat  have  proclaimed  in  favour 
of  Abdul  Aziz,  as  Sultan  of  Morocco:  he  is  the 
youngest  son  of  the  deceased,  and  is  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  It  is  believed  that  the  elder 
son,  who  is  blind  of  one  eye,  will  initiate  a  civil 
war  in  that  country. 

All  the  European  Powers  are  sending  war 
vessels  lo  Morocco. 

June  12. 

Up  to  last  night  nothing  was  known  as  to  the 
real  cause  of  the  death  of  the  Sultan  of  Morocco. 

On  the  proclamation  of  his  second  sou  Abdul 
Aziz  as  Emperor,  several  chiefs  raised  the 
standard  of  rebellion  in  favour  of  Muley  Mo- 
hamed. 

Most  of  the  foreign  Powers  are  in  favour  of 
the  succession  of  Abdul  Aziz,  and  in  view  of 
possible  important  contingencies  are  sending 
squadrons  to  Tangier. 

The  Spanish  garrisons  of  Ceuta  and  Melilla 
have  been  strongly  re-inforced,  and  are  under 
stringent  orders  from  the  Government  to  keep 
a  sharp  look  out. 

The  cruiser  Conde  de  Venadito  and  the  troop- 
ships Legaspi  and  Rabat  have  sailed  for 
Mazagan,  near  Tangier. 

In  Granada  and  Almeria  violent  earthquakes 
have  occurred,  causing  many  deaths  and  tre- 
mendous damage  to  property. 

The  towns  which  have  suffered  most  are  those 
where  earthquakes  had  been  experienced  previ- 
ously, and  where  almost  all  the  buildings  had 
been  reconstructed  with  funds  raised  by  public 
charity. — Hongkong  Papers. 


[From  Tongking  Papers.] 

Paris,  June  1. 
General  Mercier,  Minister  for  War,  question- 
ed on  the  subject  of  M.  Turpin,  who,  rebuffed 
in  France  had  sold  to  a  foreign  Power  an  import- 
ant invention,  declared  that  the  affair  was 
absurd,  and  obtained  a  vote  of  confidence. 

Paris,  June  4. 
Turpin  disclaims  having  been  in  treaty  with 
a  foreign  Power,  and  has  submitted  his  inven- 
tion to  the  French  Government.    Public  opinion 
remains  sceptical. 

[M.  Turpin,  tlie  French  inventor  of  the  explosive  known  as 
melanite,  has  invented  a  diabolical  man-slayer  in  the  form 
of  a  monster  mitrailleuse  the  chief  feature  in  which  is  a  novel 
utilisation  of  the  power  of  electricity.  It  is  claimed  for  this 
death-dealing  machine  that  one  will  keep  a  whole  army 
at  bay  at  a  distance  of  several  miles,  intrusion  within  the 
radius  of  its  action  meaning  certain  annihilation  to  single 
individuals.  It  is  stated  that  the  inventor  has  disposed  of  the 
secret  of  its  construction  and  manipulation  to  the  German 
Government  for  an  immense  price,  being  moved  to  this 
unpatrotic  action  by  feelings  nf  irritability  consequent  on  the 
niggardly  and  neglectful  spirit  in  which  he  has  been  treated 
by  his  own  Government.] 

Paris,  June  5. 
The  Italian  Chamber  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  255  to  211  Crispi's  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commission  to  draw  up  a  scheme  of 
reforms  in  the  public  service.  M.  Crispi  has 
tendered  his  resignation  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  the  majority. 

June  7. 

Toussaint,  the  Deputy  accused  of  having  pro- 
moted a  strike,  has  been  sentenced  to  ten  days' 
imprisonment. 

Paris,  June  10. 

Dahomey  is  now  pacified. 

The  Senate  has  voted  the  annual  fete  in 
honour  of  Joan  of  Arc. 

The  Chamber  has  voted  without  discussion  a 
credit  of  1,800,000  francs  for  the  reinforcement 
of  the  posts  on  the  Congo. 

The  Russian  press  approves  the  vote. 

M.  Hanotaux  and  the  Marquis  of  Dufferin  are 
discussing  the  Congo  Convention. 

Cornelius  Herz  will  be  sentenced  in  Fiance  by 
default. 


(From  Japanese  Papers). 

Nagasaki,  June  24. 
As  a  doubtful  case  of  sickness  was  dis- 
covered on  board  the  German  steamer  Kiel, 
the  authorities  invited  Dr.  Yoshida,  President 
of  the  Prefectural  Hospital,  and  Professor 
Otani  to  visit  the  patient,  and  they  testified  that 
the  case  displayed  no  symptoms  of  the  pest. 
Permission  to  resume  the  vessel's  voyage  was 
granted  by  the  authorities  to-day. 
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Hiroshima,  June  25. 
A  man  was  attacked  by  cholera  to-day,  and 
is  now  under  medical  treatment. 

Soul,  June  25. 
The  Japanese  troops  have  encamped  at  Ryu- 
san,  and  the  Chinese  soldiers  at  Jem. 

Osaka,  June  26. 
Some  Chinese  residents  are  already  preparing 
to  leave  Osaka  for  home,  having  received  in- 
structions from  their  Consul  to  that  effect. 

Tientsin,  June  25. 
Three  Chinese  men-of-war,  which  left  Ikaiyei 
for  Korea  the  other  day,  have  not  returned  yet. 
The  other  war-vessels  are  cruising  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ikaiyei,  Chefoo,  and  Ryojun-ko,  and 
there  is  no  sign  of  their  departure  for  any  port. 

Shanghai,  June  26. 
The  Viceroy  Li  has  given  orders  for  the  de- 
parture to  the  north  of  five  ships  belonging  to  the 
Fukken  Standing  Squadron,  which  have  been 
staying  at  Canton.  Preparations  are  being  made 
for  their  departure. 

Ninsen  (date  uncertain). 
The  second  instalment  of  the  Korean  indem- 
nity, amounting  to  yen  3,000,  was  paid  by  the 
Korean  Government  to  the  Japanese  Consul, 
Mr.  Nose,  on  the  21st. 

Nagasaki,  June  26. 
The  Chinese  Consul  at  this  port  has  left  for  the 
capital  at  the  request  of  the  Chinese  Minister. 

Shimonoseki,  June  27. 
One  thousand  two  hundred  cases  of  gun- 
powder arrived  here  last  night. 

Kumamoto,  June  26th. 
It  is  said  that  the  pest  has  broken  out  at  Ama- 
kusa,  and  the  matter  is  being  investigated  by 
the  authorities. 

Nagasaki,  June  25. 

The  German  ship  Kiel  has  left  the  Quarantine 
Station,  and  gone  to  Karatsu  to  load  coal  for 
the  China  Steam  Navigation  Co.- 

A  Japanese,  named  Kusaba  Kinzaburo,  left 
here  for  Shanghai  to-day  in  the  Saikio  Maru 
accompanied  by  a  writer  of  the  Jirin  Koho,  a 
Chinese  newspaper  published  in  Shanghai,  who 
has  been  hiding  at  the  Tsuruya  Hotel. 

Osaka,  June  25. 

Mr.  Inagaki  Manjiro,  author  of  "Japan  and 
the  Pacific,"  arrived  at  Onomichi  last  night  from 
Korea.    He  will  leave  for  Tokyo  to-night. 

Tokushima,  June  25. 

A  severe  thunder-storm  visited  here  last  night. 
Various  places  were  struck  by  lightning. 

Hongkong,  June  25. 

Between  the  21st  and  23rd  108  deaths  were 
reported.  Three  Japanese  girls  have  succumb- 
ed to  the  malady  since  the  outbreak,  and  one 
Japanese  girl  and  two  men  are  receiving  medi- 
cal treatment.  The  number  of  new  patients  is 
decreasing. 

Fusan,  June  25. 
The  transport  Shirakawa  Maru  arrived  here 
today. 

June  26. 

The  Shirakawa  Maru  left  shortly  after  her 
arrival.  Mr.  Murata,  Japanese  Consul  Gene- 
ral, left  for  Ninsen  on  board  the  Shirakawa 
Maru. 

Hakodate,  June  26. 
The  sleamer  Nanyetsu  Maru,  owned  by  Mr. 
Ukon  Gonyemon,  struck  a  hidden  rock  off 
Kannon  Point  at  Omazaki,  Mutsu  Province, 
last  night,  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  fog,  but 
she  is  said  to  have  sustained  little  on  no  damage 
to  her  hull. 

Soul,  June  25. 

The  reported  defeat  of  the  Togaku-lo  is  with- 
out foundation  in  fact.  The  rebels  only  dis- 
persed themselves  upon  hearing  of  the  arrival  of 
Chinese  and  Japanese  soldiers.  Fears  are, 
therefore,  entertained  of  a  revival. 

Soul,  June  26. 

MingEi-shun  called  on  theTai-won-kun,  father 
of  the  present  Sovereign,  the  other  night,  and 
asked  for  advice  as  to  the  steps  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Korean  rebels.  The  falter  declined 
to  give  any  counsel. 

While  Ming  Kaku-shun  and  attendants  were 
proceeding  to  the  Palace  on  the  1 8th  inst.  a 
certain  Koiean  threw  stones  at  the  party,  and  one 
of  Ming's  followers  was  injured. 


Osaka,  June  26. 
A  dispatch  from  Soul,  dated  the  19th  inst., 
states  that  the  Japanese  staff  officers  are  con- 
ferring daily  at  the  Japanese  Legation. 

Europeans,  Americans,  and  Chinese  are  leav- 
ing Ninsen. 

Mr.  Otori,  Japanese  Minister,  has  visited  the 
Representatives  of  various  Powers.  He  had  a 
most  lengthy  interview  with  the  British  Minister. 

The  Chinese  Minister  is  said  to  have  pro- 
posed the  subjugation  of  the  Togaku-to  rebels 
with  force,  but  he  has  been  prevented  from  doing 
so  by  the  Korean  Government. 

[We  give  the  above  for  what  they  may  be  worth.] 

Soul,  June  26. 
Ming  Ei-shun  has  been  released  from  his 
position  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army. 
His  residence  is  guarded  by  soldiers. 

Shimonoseki,  June  27. 
The  Omi  Maruh&s  arrived  here  from  Ninsen. 
Two  flag  officers,  seventeen  disabled  soldiers, 
and  over  twenty  Japanese  residents,  children, 
and  patients  were  on  board.  It  is  stated  that 
the  Omi  brings  some  important  official  docu- 
ments relating  to  Korean  affairs. 

Kobe,  June  27 
Mr.  Kato,  Secretary  in  the  Foreign  Office, 
left  here  to-day  for  Korea  in  the  Genkai  Maru 

Ninsen,  June  27. 
Two  Chinese  mercantile  steamships  put  into 
Nanyo  Port  to-day  with  a  detachmont  Chinese 
troops. 

Tokushima,  June  28 
A  sporadic  case  of  cholera  was  reported  a 
Tsuda-ura  to-day. 

Shimonoseki,  June  27 
A  Ninsen  dispatch  states  that  thirty-two 
Japanese  soldiers  are  staying  in  the  Ninsen 
Hospital.  A  majority  of  the  patients  are  suffer- 
ing from  catarrh  of  ihe  bowels  caused  by  drink- 
ing impure  water.  Others  have  been  attacked 
by  kakke  and  rheumatism. 

Shimonoseki,  June  27. 
It  is  stated  that  the  upper  story  of  the  office 
of  the  Kiushu  Railway  Co.,  at  Moji  has  been 
occupied  as  a  military  hospital. 

Kobe,  June  27. 
The  Set-shu  Maru,  of  the  Nada  Kogyo  Kabu- 
shiki  Kaisha,  has  been  requisitioned  by  the 
Government. 

Nagasaki,  June  29. 
The  Sagami  Maru,  which  arrived  here  on 
the  28th,  left  for  the  west  with  a  party  of  one 
hundred  coolies  who  have  been  specially  engag- 
ed by  the  Government. 

Shimonoseki,  June  29. 
A  telegram  received  by  a  coal  merchant  at 
Moji  states  that  four  or  five  Chinese  men-o£-warat 
Shanghai  are  in  trouble  owing  to  a  lack  of  coal. 

Osaka,  June  29. 
A  Korean  dispatch  says  that  the  four  great 
entrances  to  the  Korean  capital  are  being  guard- 
ed by  Japanese  soldiers;  no  Chinese  troops 
had  readied  there  up  till  the  21st  inst. 

Nagasaki,  June  29. 
The  British  gun-boat  Archer  left  for  Ninsen 
on  the  27th. 

Kobe,  June  29. 
A  Chinaman  residing  in  Osaka  has  departed 
for  home  suddenly  by  the  Kobe  Maru.  Some 
Japanese  merchants,  who  had  been  transacting 
business  with  him,  haxe  applied  to  the  police  to 
prevent  the  man  from  leaving  Japan  until  his 
obligations  have  been  fulfilled. 

The  Shokin  Ginko  declines  to  receive  mo- 
ney orders  on  China. 

Sapporo,  June  29. 
A  number  of  students  of  the  Normal  School, 
who  were  suspended  recently  in  connection  with 
the  trouble  in  this  institution,  have  intimated 
their  intention  of  leaving  the  school.  They 
have  accordingly  been  expelled  by  the  President. 

Ninsen,  June  29. 
A  German  man-of-war  put  into  this  port  on 
the  26th. 

Fukuoka,  June  28. 
Eight  Japanese  have  been  ariested  by  the 
police  on  suspicion  of  having  manufactured  gun- 
powder for  the  Togaku  to  rebels.  One  man  is  a 
shizoku  of  Ishikawa,  and  three  others  are  hotel 
keepers  of  Fukuoka  and  Knrume,  the  remainder 
being  the  retainers  of  the  Kurume  clan. 


Hongkong,  July  28. 
Ninety-three  deaths  were  reported  between 
the  241I1  and  26th.    The  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  due  to  the  removal  of  patients 
from  the  colony  during  the  past  few  days. 

Soul,  June  29. 
Hung  Kei-kun,  Commander  of  the  Govern- 
ment troops  dispatched  to  subdue  the  Togaku- 
to  rebels,  returned  to  the  capital  to-day. 

Matsuyama,  June  29. 
Some  public-spirited  residents  of  this  town  are 
busily  engaged  in  organizing  a  volunteer  corps. 


CHESS. 
 ♦  


(All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Ch        Kim  or.) 


The  local  Chess 
ginning  of  October. 


Clubs  are  closed  until  the  be- 


Solution  OK 

W1IITR. 

1—  R  to  Kt  7 

2—  Kt  to  Kt  4  ch. 

3 —  R  to  B  7,  mate 

3 — R  to  K  3,  mate 

2—  B  to  Kt  8 

3 —  Kt  to  B  4,  mate 

3 — Kt  to  B  2,  mate 


Problkm  No.  127. 

BLACK. 

1  — K  to  Q  4 

2 — K  to  B  4  or  5 

if  2— K  to  K  3 

if  i-K  to  B4 
2— K  to  K  3 

if  2— K  to  Kt  5 

if  2— K  to  K  5 


3— Kt  to  Kt  4  or 

B  4  dis.  :  mate. 
Correct  solutions  received  from  Omega,  W.H.S., 
and  J.D.    E.  D.  fails  in  the  beautiful  and  difficult 
variation  of  K  to  B  4. 


Puobi.em  No.  129. 
By  G.  B.  Valle. 


mJwtJmim* 
mm  mm 


White  to  play  and  mate  in  three  moves. 


Game  No.  134. 
The  following  brilliant  game  was  played  recently 
the  even  tournament  at  the  St.  George's  Chess 
Club,  London. 

"  Queen's  Pawn  Opening." 


WHITE'- 
Mr.  C.  Chepmell. 

i  — F  to  Q  4 

2—  B  to  B  4 

3—  K  Kt  to  B  3 

4—  P  to  K  3 

5—  B  X  B 

6—  Kt  to  B  3 

7—  B  to  O  3 

8—  P  to  K  4 
g — Castles 

10— K  P  X  P 
11  — Kt  to  Q  Kt  5 

12—  P  to  B  4 

13—  P  to  B  5 

14—  Kt  to  O  6  ch. 

15—  B  x  P 

16—  Q  to  Kt  3  (b) 
/ 


17—  P  to  Kt  4 

18 —  K  Kt  to  Kt  5  (t) 

1 9—  P  10B4! 

20—  P  X  Pdi. 
21  —  P  X  Kt 

22—  Q  x  P 

23—  Q  x  P  (d) 

24—  P  to  B  7 

25—  Pto  Cj5 

26—  P  x  b  (Kt)  cl 

27—  R  to  B  7  ch. 

28—  Q  to  Q  4 

29—  P  X  Kt 


BLACK. 
Rev.  L.  Lewis. 

1—  P  to  Q  4 

2—  P  to  K  3 

3—  P  to  K  B  3  (a) 

4—  B  to  Q  3 

5—  Q  X  » 

6—  P  to  B  3 

7—  Kt  to  K  2 

8—  P  to  K  4 

9—  B  to  Kt  5 

10—  B  P  x  P 

11—  O  to  Kt  3 

12—  P  to  K  5 

13 —  Q  to  Q  sq. 

14 —  K  to  B  sq. 

15—  P  X  B 
)6— B  to  R  4 

17—  B  to  K  sq. 

18—  P  X  Kt 

19—  Kt  to  Kt  sq. 

20—  Kt  to  K  B  3 

21—  P  to  K  Kt  3 

22 —  Q  to  Q  2 

23—  Kt  io~B  3 

24 —  K  to  Kt  2 
25  — Kt  10  K  2 

(e)  26— K  R  X  Kt 
27  —  K  to  Kt  sq. 

28—  Kt  to  B  4 

29 —  Resigns. 


(a)  Bizarre  and  inferior;  Kt  to  K  B  3,  P  to  Q  B  4,  or  B  to  Q  J 
are  preferable. 

lb)  White's  scheme  of  attack  is  cleverly  conceived,  and  carri- 
ed out  in  masterly  style. 
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(c)  A  beautiful  link  In  tilt fttttcktllg  ch.iin,  lll.ick  can  only 
avoid  Scylla  liy  encountering  I  liar y bill s. 

(d)  II  I]  Q  X  R,  Q  x  T  ch.  with  either  druwiiiK  or  winning  pos- 
sibilities. 

(e)  llie  .esthetic  diilerence  between  |  Kt  ami  (J  at  this  junc- 
ture will  be  obvious  to  the  chess  artist. 


Game  135. 

The  Times  Weekly  Edition  gives  l lie  score  of 
one  of  the  five  games  won  by  Mis.  Showaller  in 
liei  match  witli  Herr  Lasker  at  die  odds  of  the 
Queen's  Knight  :  — 

Rbmovk  WfllTB  Q  Kt. 

WHITE.  ;  BLACK. 

Herr  Lasker.  Mrs.  Showalter. 

1  — P  to  K  li  4  1— P  to  O  4 

2— P  to  Q  Kt  3  2— Kt  to"K  B  3 

3  — B  to  Kt  2  3— P  to  K  3 

4 —  P  to  K  3  4—  Kt  to  B  3 

5—  Kt  to  B  3  5— B  to  K  2 

6—  B  to  K  2  6— B  to  Q  2 

7 —  Castles  7 — Castles 

8—  Q  to  K  sq.  8—  Kt  to  K  sq. 

9—  P  to  K  Kt  4  9 — Kt  to  Kt  5 

10—  B  to  O  sq.  10— B  to  O  Kt  4 

11—  P  to  O  3  11  — P  to  Q  B  4 

12—  P  to  Kt  5  12— PtoBs 

13—  P  to  O  K  3  13  — Kt  to  B  3 

14—  B  to  K  2  14— P  takes  Q  P 

15—  P  takes  P  15—  B  to  B  4 

16—  Q  to  B  2  16— P  to  Q  R  4 

17—  K  R  to  K  sq.  17— Kt  to~£)  3 

18—  Q  R  to  B  sq.  18— B  to  R  2 

19—  B  to  K  B  sq.  19— Kt  to  B  4 

20 —  K  to  R  sq.  20 — Q  to  Kt  3 
21  —  P  to  Kt  6  21  — B  P  takes  P 

22—  Kt  to  Kt  5  22 — Q  R  to  K  sq. 

23 —  Q  lo  B  3  23 — Kt  takes  P 

24—  Q  to  R  3  '     24— P  to  R  3 

25—  Kt  takes  P  25— Kt  to  Q  8 

And  Heir  LasUer  resigns  (a). 
Note. 

(a)  Throughout  the  game  the  winner  shows  excellent  judg- 
ment, Her  pieces  are  rapidly  developed,  the  middle  game  is 
well  conducted,  and  the  finish  is  problematical.  It  threatens 
mate  at  K  Kt  8,  and  White  must  lose  his  Q  Bat  least. 


End  Gamk  No.  7. 

Inasmuch  as  the  manner  of  achievement  is  con- 
fessedly a  distinctive  element  of  its  greatness  or 
merit,  even  so  in  chess  the  artistic  character  of  a 
finish  is  its  chief  claim  to  commendation.  The 
following  pretty  ending,  that  recently  occurred  in 
the  Brooklyn  Chess  Club,  in  a  game  where  a  pro- 
minent member,  Mr.  E.  S.  Gilley,  had  given  the 
odds  of  the  Knight,  is  an  apt  illustration  of  our 
meaning  :— 

BLACK.— (MR.  B). 


WHITE.— (MK.  GILLEY). 

Here,  White,  it  will  be  perceived,  has  not  only 
overcome  the  odds  given,  but  has  even  acquired 
a  superiority  of  both  force  and  position.  More 
than  one  way  of  forcing  an  ultimate  win  will  sug- 
gest itself  to  the  expert  eye,  but  it  will,  we  think, 
require  a  fancy  attuned  to  the  pretty  possibilities 
of  chess  10  select  the  following  aitistic  modus  in 
which  White  proceeded: — 

BLACK. 
Mr.  Gilley. 

i_Kt  to  K  Kt  5 ! 
2_0  X  Kt  !  !  (I.) 

3—  R  to  Q  8  ch.  ! 

4—  R  to  B8  mate  !  (c) 

(a)  Of  course  it  B  x  Kt,  then  i  R  to  K  B  8,  mate,  while  if 
Queen  moves,  then  White  forces  mate  by  j  Q  to  Q  8  ch.,  or  2  Q 
to  Q  Kt  3  or  Q  to  B  4,  or  Q  S  ch,  accordingly, 

fb)  If,  instead  a  P  x  Kt,  then  P  x  P  dis.  ch.,  when  if  3  K  to 
Kt  sq.,  Q  to  Q  Kt  3  ch  ;  4  Q  to  Q  4.  B  x  Q  ch ;  $  R  to  B  2.  B  x 
R  ch  ;  6  K  to  B  sq.,  QxP  ch„  and  mates  in  two  more  moves, 
while  if  3  Kt  lo  R  7,  l<  x  Kt  ch  ;  4  Q  x  R  ch,  K  x  Q  followed  duly 
by  B  to  Q  Kt  2  !,  and  wins. 

(c)  A  charming  wind-up. 


WHITE. 
Mr.  B. 

1—  Kt  to  Kl  6  ch.  (a) 

2—  P  x  Q 

3—  B  X  R 


LATEST  SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 
Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.Walter, 

23rd  June, —  Kobe  22nd  June,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Shinagawa  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  952,  G. 


Shim  ad  tit,  24th  June, —  Hakodate,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha, 

Sctsuyo  Marti,  Japanese  Steamer,  I,OII,  Kawano. 

241b  June, —  Kobe  231  d  June,  General. — Kabu 
shiki  Kaisha. 
Sorachi  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,108,  Hayashi, 
24th  June, — Otam  viA  potts,  General.— Tanaka 
Shoten. 

Hesperia,  German  steamer,  1,050,  25th  June, — 
Hambing  via  potts,  General'. — Simon,  Evets  & 
Co. 

City  of  Peking,  Ametican  steamer,  3,128,  R.  R. 
Seaile,  25th  June, — San  Francisco  7th  June, 
Mails  and  General. — P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  E.  S. 
Barstow,  25th  June, —  Manila  via,  Amoy,  131I1 
June,  Geneial.  —  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kendeidine, 
251I1  June, — Vladivostock  via  ports,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
26th  June, — Yokkaichi  25th  June,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Idzumo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  2,000,  J.  B. 
MacMillan,  261I1  June, —  Bombay  via  poi  ts,  Ge- 
neral.— Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Mogul,  Biitish  steamer,  1,827,  T.  Golding,  26th 
June, — Otam  via  poits,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 

26th  June, — Yokkaichi  25th  June,  General. — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Pyrrhus,  British  steamer,  2,299,  Bait,  26th  June, 

— Liverpool  via.  ports,  General. — Bullet  field  & 

Swii  e. 

Toyoshinia  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 
naga,  26th  June, — Kobe  25th  June,  General.— 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Cardiganshire,  Biilish  steamer,  1,657,  Sincock, 
27111  June, — London  via  ports,  General. — Dod- 
well, Carlill  &  Co. 

Meiji  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,010,  Nakano 
Masakiyo,  27th  June, —  Kobe,  Stores. — Light- 
house Department. 

Bullmouth,  British  steamer,  2,040,  Scolt,  271I1 
June, — Batoum  via  ports,  Oil. — Samuel  Samuel 
&  Co. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
28th  J  une, —  Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Victoria,  British  steamer,  1,991,  J.  Panton,  R.N.R., 

281I1  June, — Hongkong   via   poits,  19th  June, 

Geneial. —  Dodwell,  Cartill  &  Co. 
Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  29th 

june,— Moji,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi  Sha. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  29th 

June, — Kobe  27th  June,  General.— Nada  Kogio 

Kabushiki  Kaisha. 
Tokai  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  634,  Y.  Arai 

29th  June, — Bonin  Islands,  General.— Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Aglaia,   German  steamer,   1,666,  Petersen,  29th 

June,— Hamburg  via  poits,  General.— Simon, 

Eveis  &  Co. 

Yokohama  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,298,  Swain, 
29th  June,— Shanghai  and  pints,  23rd  June, 
Mails  and  General. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Ametican  steamer,  2,246, 
J.  T.  Smith,  291I1  June, — Hongkong  via  ports,' 
20th  June,  Mails  and  General.  — P.  IY1,  S.S.  Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Fuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  875,  Eden,  231  d 
June,— Moji,  Ballast.— Milsu  Bishi  Sha. 

Jinsen  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,41 1,  T.  Tibbals, 
23rd  June, — Kobe,  G  eneral. — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui 
23rd  J  une,— Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Angers,  Biitish  steamer,  2,079,  Bannister,  23rd 
June,  —  Hakodate,  General.  — Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Benmohr,  British  steamer,  1,925,  Claike,  23rd 
June,— New  York  via  poits,  General.— Cot  nes 
&  Co. 

Asagao  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,540,  H.  Waller, 
24th  June,— Otaru  via  ports,  General.— Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Irene,  German  steamer,  1,630,  Schuder,  24th  June, 
— Hamburg  via  ports,  General.— Simon,  Evers 
&  Co„ 

Setsuyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,011,  Kawano, 
24th  June,— Shinagawa,  General.— Kabushiki 
Kaisha. 


Shinagawa    Maru,    Japanese    steamei,   952,  G. 

Shimadzii,  251I1  June, — Hakodate,  General, — 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Citv  <f  Peking,  American  steamer,  3,128,  R,  R. 
Seaile,  261I1  June, —  Hongkong,  Mails  and  Ge- 
neral.—  P.  M.  S.S.  Co. 

Sagamore,  American  sleam-yacht,  173,  Cushing, 
261I1  June, — New  Y01  k  via  Suez,  Stores. — Oi  del . 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawa- 
muro, 26th  June, — Yokkaichi,  General. —  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha. 

Kobe  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,358,  Has  well, 
26M1  June, — Shanghai  and  poits,  Mails  and 
Geneial. — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tokio  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,350,  Kendeidine, 
26th  June, — Vladivostock  via  poits,  General. — 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 

Ping  Suey,  British  steamer,  1,988,  J.  C.  Jaques, 
261I1  June,— Hongkong  via  poi  ts,  General.— VV. 
M.  Suachan  &  Co. 

Nagato  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,160,  E.  S. 

Baistow,  27th  June, — Otaru,  General. — Nippon 

Yusen  Kaisha. 
Soyo  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  1,050,  Poole,  271I1 

June, —  Hakodate,    General. — Nippon  Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Toyoshima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  684,  K.  Iwa- 
naga,  27  ill  June, —  Kobe,  General. — Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha. 

Tsuruga  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  742,  M.  Fukui, 
27th  June, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Mogul,  British  steamer,  1,827,  Scotland,  28th  June, 

—  Hakodate,  General, — Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha. 
Queen   Victoria,   Biitish  ship,  1,587,  R.  Logie, 

28th  June, — San  Francisco,  2,960  tons  Tea. — 

Southern  Pacific  Co. 
Seki  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  260,  Iktsei,  29th 

June,  —  Shinagawa,    General. —Nada  Kogio 

Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

Harima  Maru,  Japanese  steamer,  436,  Kawamuro, 
29th  June, — Yokkaichi,  General. — Nippon  Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Victoria,  Bi  itish  steamer,  1,991,  J.  Panton,  R.N. R., 
30th  June, — Tacoma,  Wash.,  via  Victoiia,  B.C., 
Mails  and  General. — Dodwell,  Cailill  &  Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  from 
San  Francisco  :  —Mrs.  Gracie  Plaisted  Lancaster, 
Mrs.  Warren  Moore,  Miss  P.  Hall,  Miss  M. 
Wood,  Mr.  A.  V.  Zane,  U.S.N.,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Jennings,  Mr.  C.  M.  Benedict,  and  Mr.  A.  M. 
Benedict  in  cabin.    For  Hongkong  : — Miss  Fanny 

B.  P.  McClure  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  from 
Manila  via.  Amoy :— Messrs.  Grimesey,  Holt, 
Loyd,  Felasco,  and  Bayona  in  cabin  ;  Messrs. 
Gestiich  and  Tomioka  in  second  class,  and  2 
Japanese  and  3  Turks  in  steerage. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  from  Kobe: 
—  Mr.  and  Miss  Oiloff,  Mrs.  and  Miss  McCaithy, 
Mr.  G.  Atone,  and  Mr.  N.  Tanaka  in  cabin  ; 
Messrs.  N.  Murai,  Woo  Yei  Chang,  Kowera  Hoo 
Chang,  T.  Allmacher,  and  C.  Kawano  in  second 
class,  and  218  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  British  steamer  Victoria,  from  Hongkong 
via  ports  : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brandenberg,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Browne,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Graystone,  Mrs. 
Rogers,  Mr.  R.  V.  Noyes,  Mr.  W.  D.  Noyes, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Burke,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Gamewell  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  from 
Shanghai  and  ports  : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodor, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  B.  Price,  Mrs.  Wilson  and 
children,  Mrs.  Graham  and  children,  Miss  K.  T. 
Bonde,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wigham,  Mr.  T.  B. 
Glover,  Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  Rev.  I.  H.  Correll, 
Mr.  Ed.  H.  "Monhin,  Rev.  H.  V.  C.  Ruke,  Rev. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Nishimura,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Doughty 
in  cabin  ;  Mrs.  Shibuno,  Miss  Hirakawa,  Mr. 
Hirose,  Mr.  Small,  and  Mr.  James  Logan  in 
second  class,  and  59  passengers  in  steerage. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
from  Hongkong  via  ports  :  —  Mrs.  M.  Tenny,  Mr 
A.  P.  Many,  Mr.  Kulin,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bonnin,  Mr. 

C.  S.  Coningham,  Mr.  J.  H.  Dannenberg,  Captain 
Thorn,  Rev.  H.  Stout,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
Grant  in  cabin, 

DEPARTED. 

Per  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  for 
Hongkong  :>—  Lieut.  C.  J.  Garsia,  R.A.,  in  cabin. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  poits:— Miss  A.  Tyler,  Miss  W.  Moon,  Miss 
P.  Hall,  Miss  Wigion,  Miss  F.  Casati,  Miss 
Jenkins,  Miss  Clayton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doeiing, 
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in  our  last  was  finally  settled  at  S640,  thus  open- 
ing the  market  in  this  class  for  the  present  season. 
Second  qualities  like  Horaisha,  Shorusha,  etc., 
have  been  done  at  S625,  and  at  these  prices  we 
think  business  may  continue. 

Kakeda.— No  business  has  been  actually  done 
although  settlements  are  said  to  have  been  made 
at  $630  for  Horsehead  and  $600  for  Two  Roses. 
These,  of  course,  are  old  silk. 

QUOTATIONS.— (NEW  SILK.) 

Hanks— No.  it  

Hanks— No.  2  (Sliiuslni)   

llanlts— No.  2  (Joslui)    *~ 

Hanks— No.  2J  (Shinsliu)  

Hanks— No.  2*  ( )oslni)  

HanWs— No.  2\  to  3    — 

Hanks— No.  3    — 

Hanks— No.  si   ;   — 

Filatures— lixtta  10/12  deniers......   — 

Filatures— itxtra  13/15  <lenieis    — 

Filatures — No.  1 ,  10/ 1 3  ileiuei s    — 

Filatures— No.  1,  13/15,  Mi  J*-  <len   — 

Filatures— No.  i|,  10/14  demers   r-  — 

Filatures— No.  i*.  1  3  'lf>.  M/'7  ,le"  J°70  to  680 

Filatures— No.  2.  10/15  deniers    63010  640 

Filatures—  No.  2,  ij'iS  deniers    — 

Filatures— No.  3.  M/20  ilel,ieis    — 

Re-reels— I'-xti a    — 

Re-reels— (Osliu)  Hest  No.  1    — 

Re-ieels— No.  1,  13/15.  M/,(5  demers   — 

Ke.teels— No.  \\,  13/10,  14/17  deniers   640  to  650 

Re-ieels— No.  2,  14/18  deniers   620  to  630 

Re-reels— No.  i\,  m/i«  deniers    — 

Re-reels— No.  3,  14/2"  deniers    — 

Kakedas— Rxi.a    — 

Kakedas— No.  1    — 

Kakedas— No.  14    — 

Kakedas— No.  2    — 

Kanedas— No.  24    — 

Kakedas — No.  3   mi iiunn   — 

Kakedas— No.  34    — 

Kakedas— No.  4    ~~ 

Osliu  Sendai— No.  a»   — 

Hatnatsuki— No.  1,  2   — 

Hamatsuki— No.  3.  *   

Sodai— No.  2l   — 

Export  Kaw  Silk  'fables  to  29th  June,  18Q4:- 


Smoii  i8gj.i8Q4. 

Bun. 


Burope   24,278 

Aitieric*    19,266 


Total 


Holes  43.544 
Picnl*  44.967 


Settlements  and  Direct 

Export  from  1st  July 
Stock,  29th  June  


1891-93. 

1I«I  Kl. 

19.407 
27.448 

46,855 
47.659 

r  it:  11  li  . 

47.700 
500 


1  8oi-ui. 
H I! ii. 

19,006 
30,035 

49,041 
50,138 


Kxpoi  l  Table  Waste  Silk  to  29th  June,  1  8941  — 


S  1  K  HI  1 

i  18U3-H4. 

1892-93. 

lSgi-oa. 

?  ICII  LB  . 

P  t  c.w  1.  ■  ■ 

Ficif  1 » . 

•  26,436 

•  3.J3I 

41,970 

2,692 

33.287 
2,099 

29,667 

44,662 

35.386 

Settlements  and  llliect 
F.xport  from  1st  July 

\  29,750 

46,500 
2,500 

rit:  uf.8. 
37.250 

3.550 

Available*  up  (>iiest<>  date  42,200 

49,000 

40,800 

A  DELIGHTFUL  MOUNTAIN  RESORT. 


Exchange,  has  fluctuated  from  day  to  day  with 
the  price  of  silver  in  London,  being  fairly  steady  on 
the  whole.  We  quote: — London,  4111/s.  Cre- 
dits, 2/if;  Documents,  2/if;6m/s.  Credits,  2/lf. 
New  Yokk,  sod/s.  U.S.  $52;  4111/s.  U.S.  $52^. 
Paris,  or  Lyons,  4111/s.  fcs.  2.68;  6m/s.  fcs.  2.70. 


Estimated  Silk  Stock,  20lh  June,  1S04 

Kaw. 

'IUOLS. 

Wasi  1. 

PICILJ, 

•  3,768 

Cocouns  

80 

•  6,130 

5.59' 
100 
■  550 

860 

Mawata  

Vaysaam  Kinds  . 

IO 

••  5. "50 

.12,450 

TEA. 

Small  business  for  the  time  of  year,  and  prices 
are  easier.  Present  Slock  is  down  to  about  6,000 
pictils.  Settlements  for  the  season  to  date  are 
about  145,000  piculs  against  135,000  piculs  to  same 
date  last  year.  Outgoing  steamers  and  saile" 
will  carry  plenty  of  leaf. 

QUOTATIONS.  f«n  piimjl. 

Choicest   •   $32  to  34 

Choice    28  to  29 

Finest    25  to  26 

Fine    23  to  24 

Good  Medium    20  to  21 

Medium    16  to  18 

Good  Common    '4  to  15 

Common   12  to  13 


Awailablesuppliestodate  50,650       48,200  52.300 

WASTE  SII-K. 

Settlements  during  the  week  are  60  piculs 
divided  thus  :  Noshi,  32  piculs;  Kibiso,  28  piculs 
No  direct  shipments. 

For  days  past  there  has  not  been  a  single  trans 
action  and  the  market  is  dull,  gloomy  and  stagnant 
We  withdraw  all  quotations  until  something  is  done 

The  stock  of  old  Waste  continues  heavy  and 
new  fibie  there  is  nothing  down  except  a  few  sam 
pie  packages  which  so  far  have  led  to  no  business 

There  have  been  two  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  English  mail  Ancona  takin 
17  bales  and  the  steamer  Jinsen,  on  the  24th  in 
slant,  taking  30  bales  en  route  for  Europe.  These 
departures  make  the  present  export  figures  29,667 
piculs  against  44,662  piculs  last  year  and  35,386 
piculs  at  the  same  date  in  1892. 

Noshi, — The  only  business  done  has  been 
Yechigo  ;  price,  $65.  The  stock  is  heavy,  but  there 
seems  practically  no  demand  unless  at  very  much 
lower  prices. 

Kibiso.— The  only  business  reported  is  some 
Filature  of  low  quality  at  875.    Here,  also,  the 
stock  is  large,  with  apparently  no  buyers. 
In  other  sorts,  no  remark. 

QUOTATIONS.— (OLD  SILK.) 

Pierced  Cuciiuiia — Good  10  Heat   — 

Noshi-ito — Filature,  Hest   — 

Noshi-ito— Filature,  Good    — 

Noslii-ito— Filature,  Medium    — 

Noshi-ito— Osliu,  Good  to  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito — Shinshu,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito — Shibstlll,  Good   — 

Noslii-ito — Shitisllll,  Medium    — 

Noslii-ito — Hiisliu,  Good  to  Hest   — 

Noshi-ito — j osliu,  Hest    — 

Noshi-ito — joshu.Good   

Noshi-ito—  ]csliu,  Ordinary    — 

Kihiso—  Filature,  Hest  selected   — 

Kitiiso— Filature,  Seconds   

Kihiso— Osliu,  Good  to  Hest    — 

Kihiso — Shinsliu,  Hest   — 

Kihiso — Shinsiiu,  Seconds  

Kihiso— Josliu,  Good  to  Fait  

Kihiso— joshu,  Middling  to  Common    — 

Kihiso — llachoji,  Good   

Kihiso— Hachoji,  Medium  to  Low   — 

Kihiso— Neri,  Good  to  Common      — 

Mawata— Good  to  Hest  ■  


EXCHANGE. 
Exchange  has  been  fairly  steady  on  the  whole 
during  the  past  week. 

Sterling— Bank  T.T   2,'o§ 

Sterling —  Hanlf  Mills  on  (ieiiiami    2/l 

Sterling — Bank  4  months'  sight    .,    a/'i 

Sterling— Private  4  months' sight   2/1I 

Sterling— Private  6  months'  sight   2/if 

On  Paris— Bank  sight   2.61 

On  Lyons— Private  4  months'  sight   2  6g 

On  Hongkong— Bank  sight    i°/Qpiem. 

On  Hongkong — Private  10  days'  sight    Par. 

On  Shanghai— Bank  sight   72! 

On  Shanghai — Private  10  days'  sight    73^ 

On  India— Bank  sight    '94 

On  India— Private  30  days'  sight    '97 

On  America — Hank  Hills  on  demand    50! 

On  America— Private  30  days'  sight    52 

On  America— Private  4  months'  sight   53! 

On  Germany— Bank  sight   2. 11 

On  Germany— Private  4  months'  sight   2.19 

Bar  Silver  (London)    28! 


THE  most  delightful  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Hakone  District  is  the  KAIKATEI,  at 
KOWAKI-DANI,  which  is  admitted  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  to 
be  the  Sunniest,  Breeziest,  and  most  healthful 
spot  accessible  to  Foreigners  in  the  Hakone 
District,  standing  alone  and  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side,  free  from  every  suspi- 
cion of  bad  drainage  and  malaria,  with  a  cool 
and  constant  breeze  in  the  hot  summer  weather, 
and  a  view  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  variety  and  extent. 

The  BATHS  are  filled  with  a  constant  and 
never-failing  supply  from  the  hot  mineral 
springs  just  above  the  Hotel,  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  which  are  too  well-known  to  need  re- 
capitulation. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  whereas 
Visitors  find  many  of  the  hot  springs  enervating 
those  at  Kowaki-dani  are  distinctly  invigorating. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Kaikatei  is  the  de- 
tached Suites  of  Apartments,  where  perfect  quiet 
and  privacy  can  be  secured.  This  arrangement 
for  invalids  and  convalescents  from  the  Tropics 
is  a  great  desideratum,  as  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  Dining  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
Bar,  and  Baths,  while  all  are  connected  by 
covered  passages. 

To  a  Liberal  Table  are  added  an  excellent 
Cuisine  and  good  attendance,  supplemented 
by  a  large  variety  of  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt 
Liquors  of  the  very  best  kinds. 

For  the  amusement  of  Guests,  a  fine  English 
Billiard  Table,  by  Burroughs  and  Watts,  has 
been  added  to  the  Establishment,  as  well  as 
Archery,  Quoits,  and  other  Games,  and  Ponies 
for  riding  over  the  hills  and  a  Yacht  for  sail- 
ing on  Hakone  Lake  can  be  hired. 

Visitors  to  Kowaki-dani  who  bring  a  rod  with 
them  will  be  shown  the  haunts  of  the  speckled 
Trout,  a  nice  stream  of  several  miles  in  length 
being  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  Hotel; 
Hakone  Lake  is  also  well  stocked  with  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  salmon,  and  the  Fishing  is 
free  ;  while  Entomologists  will  find  rare  and 
valuable  specimens  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  Flora  of  the  district  is  extremely  in- 
teresting to  the  Botanist. 

Apartments  may  be  secured  by  Letter  or 
Telegram,  and  Special  arrangements  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  Visitors  and  Baggage  from  the 
Tramway  Terminus  at  Yumoto,  by  addressing 

HOSHINO, 

Kaikatei,  Kowaki-dani, 
HAKONE. 


SIMPSON,  STRICKLAND  &  Co. 

Dartmouth,  England. 


ENGINEERS,  YACHT  &  LAUNCH  BUILDERS. 


Y. 


BOARDING  HOUSE 

FOR  MISSIONARIES  &  OTHERS. 


MISSH.G. 
will  be  happy  to 


BRITTAN,  2, Bluff,  Yokohama, 
receive  and  accommo- 
date Missionaries  and  others  during  their  stay 
in  Yokohama. 

Terms:— One  Doliar  and  a  Half  per  Day 
Children  under  Twelve  Half  Price. 

February  18th,  1892.  t.f. 


•  Sole  Makers  of 

KINGDON'S  PATENT  MACHINERY 

FOR  STEAM  LAUNCHES, 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  and 

AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 


T  X  7E  build  and  completely  equip  First-class 
Launches  of  all  descriptions,  for  Lake, 
Sea,  River,  and  Shallow  Draught  Work. 
Our  Specialities  are  FIRST  in  ECONOMY, 
POWER,  SPEED,  and  LIGHTNESS.  The 
Materials  and  Workmanship  are  ihe  BEST. 
Write  for  Catalogue  and  Price  List. 
March  17th,  1894.  e.o.w.iy. 


ATKINSON'S 

WHITE  ROSE  1 

The  most  refined  of  all  Perfumes.  Sweet 
as  the  Rose  itself.   Imitated  the  world 
over,  but  equalled  by  none. 

ATKINSON'S 
EAU  BE  COLOGNE 

is  now  universally  preferred  to  the  German 
kinds.  It  is  more  fragrant,  more  lasting, 
and  very  much  more  refreshing.  Use  none 
but  Atkinsox's,  which  is  the  finest. 
Of  all  Dealers. 
J.  &  E.  ATKINSON, 
24,  Old  Bond  Street,  London. 

CAUTION  I  Onlygenuine  with  shield-shape 
blue  &  yellow  label  &  usual  Trado  Mark,  z1 
'  White  Rose,"  and  address  in  full. 


January  13th,  1894.  iy. 


June  30,  1894] 
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Bishop  MeKim,  tyfaslei 

Witt  mix)  Chial  Officer  and  Engineer  Ilespsna, 
Messrs  K.  |.  Kirby,  L.  Arnold,  H.  Grpom,  R  L. 
Thomson,  j.A.  Blatuu,  K.  Obrermbiky,  and  S. 
Minowara  in  cabin;  Mis.  Bonnes,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kob«y..slu,  Mr.  Sand,  Mrs.  Naruta  and  child, 
and  S  officers  steamer  Hesperia  in  seconi 
and  74  passengers  in  steerage. 


cla 


CARGO. 

Per  Japanese  steamer  Kobe  Maru,  for  Shanghai 
and  porls:— Treasure,  $198,100.00. 

REPORTS. 

Til*  American  steamer  City  of  Peking,  Captain 
R.  R.  Searle,  repot Is :~Lsft  San  F.anasco  the 
7t»,  June;  had  firsl  part  of  vpyage  thick  and 
foggy  weather;  latter  fine  and  clear  weather 
Ar.ived  at  Yokohama  the  25th  June. 
The  lapanese  steamer  Nagato  Maru,  Captain 
aretow.  reports  :-L*ft  Manila  the  I3th  June* 


,,.  Captain  I  GUnclova,  Briliali  aliip,  a,3fo.  Walt,  and  May, 

 New  Y01U  30th  Novcinbci,  l'eti  oleum. —  Jai 

dine,  Maiheson  ft  Co 
Henriette,    German  ship,    1,705,  Seemann,  8ll 
May,— New  Yolk  231  d  December,  Pelioleum. 

—  lardine,  Malliesoii  &  Co 
Mount  Washington,  American  baik,  1,217,  K"st'. 
23id  May,— Kuchinotsu,  Coal.— Mitsu  Bishi 
Sha. 

Worlock,  British  steam-schooner,  31,  A.  Rieddib- 
jeltlie,  17th  November,— Petropaulovsky,  Seal- 
ing Gear. — Captain. 

MENOl'-WAR. 

Alacrity  (4),  despatch-boat,  Commander  De  Lisle, 

i2ih  June,— tHongkqng., 
Centurion  (14),  battle-ship,  Captain  McQuhae, 

91I1  June, — Hongkong  via  poits. 
Daphne  (4),  gunboat,  Commander  G.  H.  Mac 

Arthur,  10th  June,— Hongkong 
Don  Juan  de  Austria  (8),  Spanish  cruiser,  Captain 
Don  Jose  Padiinan,  14th  June,— Nagasaki  via 
Kobe. 

Linnet    (5),  gunboat,   Captain    Beatcroft,  19th 

June, —  Hongkong. 
Mercury  (13),  cruiser,  Captain  W.  H.  Fawkes, 

18th  June,— Hongkong 
Plover  (6),  gunboat,  Captain  F.  C.  B.  Addington, 
rhe  laDanesV  steamer  Tokio  Maru,  Captain  I  I  Ith  June -Hongkong. 
KJnderffirS^-Lefl  Kobe  the  24th  June \Sevem  (,2),  cruiser  Captain  R  F.  Henderson, 
at  noon  thence  .0  Yokohama  had  light  to  mode-  tothJune.-Hongkoug  via  ports 
rale  variable  winds,  cloudy  and  fine  weather  with  fuikuba  Kan  (il),  Japanese  corvette,  Captain  1. 
rain  at  intervals.  Anived  at  Yokohama  the  25th  |  Kurooka,  17th  June,— Yokosuka. 
June  at  4.20  p.m. 

The  British  steamer  Victoria,  Captain  J.  Panton 
RN  R.,  reports:— Left  Hongkong  the  19th  June 
atdWP  m.,  Foochow  the  22nd  at  II  a.m.,  Shang- 
hai the  24th  at  I  a.m.,  and  Kobe  the  27th  at  6.15 
p  m  Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  29th  June  at  9 
p.m.;  experienced  moderate  winds  and  fine  wea 
Iher  throughout  the  passage. 

The  Japanese  steamer  Yokohama  Maru,  Captain 
Swain,  reports  :-Lefl  Shanghai  the  23rd  June  at 
230  pm.;  had  light  easterly  and  S.E.  winds, 


CO  I  ION   YA  MtlS.        ,.,„  ,.„:,/,  . 

Hot,  10/i  1,  Ordinary    — 

N.u.  10/24,  Meilimii   »17  f'°  '»  lfi  00 

Nos.  irt/a.|,  Good  to  limit   38-00  to  39.00 

Nos.  10/24,  Ueveise    — 

Nos.  18/jJ,  Ordinary   30  00 

Nos.  18/32,  Medium    39  50  to  40  00 

Nos.  18/3*1  Good  to  Heit   40.00  to  41.00 

Son.  jH/ |2,  Medium  tl»  Heht    43. 00  lo  45.00 

So.  sin,  Two-fold    4*  00  to  44 .00 

No.  42s,  Two-lold    49'00  tO  ja. 00 

r.H  it  *  1. ■  • 

No.  30s,  Uoinhay    — 

No.  iOs,  liojnbav    — 


Barstow,  repoi 

2.30  p.m.  and  An.oy  the  16th  at  4  3°  P"> 
rived  at  Ouarantine  Station,  Nagaura,  the  2 1st  at 
moderate   breezes  and  nne 
the  passage.    Left  Nagaura 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the 


noon  ;  had  light  to 
weather  throughout 
the  25th  at  12  noon, 
same  day  at  0.55  p.m. 


MAIL  STEAMERS. 


MAIL    IS  DtJR 


THE  NEXT 

from  Shanghai,  Na- 
gasaki, and  Kobe  ...  per  N.  V.  K. 

From  America    per  P.  M.  Co. 

From     Europe,  vij 

Hongkong    per  M.  M.  Co. 

From  Canada,  &c.  ...  per  C.  P.  R.  Co. 
From  America    per  O.  Sc  O.  Co. 


cloudy  hut'  fair  weather  up  to  ap p,  caching  Goto    ^  „o„£„„g  „,..  per  P.  &.O.  Co 


Island  •  thence  moderate  ,breeze  accompani 
with  dull,  cloudy  wealher  and  heavy  passing 
showers  up  to  arrival  at  Nagasaki  the  25th  at  5 
a  m  Left  Nagasaki  the  same  day  at  5  p.m. ;  had 
Ifeht  southerly  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather 
arrived  at  Shimonoseki  the  26th  at  5.30  a.m.  Left 
again  the  same  day  at  11.30  a.m.  ;  had  light  van- 
able  winds  and  fine,  clear  weather  through  whole 
of  Inland  Sea,  arrived  at  Quarantine  Station  the 
27th  at  8  a.m. ;  at  8.30  a.m.  after  medical  inspec- 
tion proceeded,  anived  at  Kobe  at  8.50  a.m. 
Left  Kobe  the  281I1  at  noon  ;  had  moderate  south- 
weste.ly  winds  and  clear  weather  and  strong 
southerly  swell  off  Oshima,  which  was  passed  at 
0  p  m  •  thence  light  variable  winds  and  fine,  clear 
wealher  up  to  arrival  at  Quarantine  Station  the 
2gth  at  2  p.m.,  after  medical  inspection  proceeded 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  at  3.45  p.m.  Passed 
square  rigged  ship  at  2  a.m.  on  the  29th  about  90 
miles  west  of  Omai-saki  steering  to  eastward. 

The  Ameiican  steamer  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Captain  J.  T.  Smith,  reports  :  — Left  Hongkong 


Friday,  July  6th. 
Friday,  July  6th.* 

Friday,  July  6th. t 
Monday,  July  9th. t 
Tuesday,  July  17th. S 
Sunday,  July  1st. 
Thursday,  July  nlh. 


•  China  left  San  Francisco  on  June  igtli.  t  Caleionien  (with 
French  mail)  left  Hongkong  on  June  alth.  I  Empress  of  Japan 
left  Vancouver  on  June  a6th.  5  Belgic  left  San  Francisco  viS 
Honolulu  on  June  a8ih. 


Ml'.  I  A  IS. 

Market  quiet  at  late  quotations  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Wiie  Nails,  of  which  several  thonsand 
kegs  have  been  sold  both  for  present  and  future 
delivery  at  rather  better  piices.  Other  metals 
without  change. 

pik  en;  11 1.. 

t'lot  Ham,  J  iucl   >3  45  'o  S-^o 

Plat  Mars,  i  inch    3  55  to  3  °o 

Round  ami  sifiiara  up  to  3  inch    3-.50  to  3  °° 

Iron  Plates,  assoited    3.60  to  3.7s 

Sheet  Iron   470  lo  4.S5 

Galvanized  Iron  sheets    9.40  to  9  60 

Wiie  Nails,  assorted    6.00  lo  6  50 

Tin  Dates,  per  box   5  80  10  6  00 

Pitf  lion,  No.  3    1.60  t«  1. 65 

K1EKOSICNH . 
Prices  reported  steady  with  more  business  doing. 
The  stock  is  apparently  ample  for  all  present  re- 
quirements ;  but  holders  do  not  seem  anxious  lo 
take  less  than  current  quotations. 

Chester    S'-°5   to  1  67J 

Comet    "  M  'o  1.65 

Devoe   

Russian  Anchor   1.62I  toi.65 

Russian  Moon    i-°o  toi.foj 

SUGAR. 

Browns— New  arrivals  have  been  in  excess  of 
sales;  but  prices  generally  are  without  much 
change.  Present  slock  close  on  30,000  pictils. 
While— Business  is  not, so  brisk  but  quotations  are 
unaltered.  At  the  Tokyo  auctions,  a  few  parcels 
were  taken  at  last  rates. 

CKK    HI'  Ml 

itrown  Talcao    J4-<5°  to  4.70 

Brown  Manila    5-20  to  5.60 

Brown  Daitong   3.30  to  3.4a 

Brown  Canton    4.00104.30 

White  lava  and  Penang   7-2o  to  7.50 

White  Helmed    7  60  to  9.90 


THE  NEXT  MAIL 
 I....  per  P.M.  Co. 


For  America   

For  Shanghai,  Kobe, 
and  Nagasaki   per  N.  Y.  K. 

For  Hongkong    per  P.  &  O.  Co. 

For  Hongkong    per  C.  P.  R,  Co. 

For  America    per  O.  &  O.  C<>, 

For  Canada,  &c   per  C-  P.  R.  Co 

For  Europe,  via  Shang- 
hai   per  M.  M.  Co. 

For  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
Tacoma.  Wash.         per  N.  P.  Co. 


LEAVES 

Sunday,  July  1st. 


Tuesday,  July  3rd. 

Saturday,  July  7th. 

Monday,  July  9th. 
Thursday,  July  nth. 

Friday,  July  13th 

Saturday,  July  14th. 
Saturday,  July  181I1. 


L  A  TEST  C OMMER  CIA  L . 


Dull 


IMPORTS, 
and  dispiriting.    Yarns — More  sales  at 


the  20th  June  at  2  p.m.,  via  Amoy  the  2ist,  Naga-  poor  pl  jces>  au(\  tbe  market  shows  no  good  pros 


s'aki  the"26th,  and  Kobe  the  28U1  at  1 .43  p  m 
Arrived  at  Yokohama  the  291I1  June  at  5.31  p.m. 
Passage,  9  days,  1  hour,  49  minutes.    Had  fine 
wealher  the  entire  trip. 


SHIPPING  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

STEAMERS. 

Ag'aia,  German  steamer,  1,666,  Petersen,  29th 
June,— Hamburg  via  poits,  Genera!.— Simon, 
Evets  &  Co. 

Arthur  Head,  British  steamer,  1,886,  G.  W.  Leo- 

ivard,  16th  June,— Barrow  via  ports,  General.— 

Samuel  Samuel  &  Co. 
Bullmouth,  Biitish  steamer,  2,040,  Scott,  27th 

j„ne  —Batoum  via  porls,  Oil— Samuel  Samuel 

&  Co. 

Cardiganshire,  British  steamer,  1,657,  Smcock, 

27th  June, — London  via  ports,  General.—  1 

well.  Carlill  &  Co. 
Pyrrhus,  British  steamer,  2,299,  Batt.  26t1'  J,ll,e> 

—Liverpool  via  ports,  General.— Bultei  field  & 

Swire. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

Columba,  British  ship,  1,748.  H.  M.  Bull  19th 
.  June,-New  York  19th  Januaiy,  Oil.— Standard 
Oil  Co. 

Diana,  American  schooner,  74,  Petersen,  5th 
October,— North  Pacific,  50  olters  and  5  seals, 
r— Captain. 


pect.  Shirtings  and  T.  Cloths  lifeless.  Fancy 
Cottons  and  Woollens  are  in  the  doldrums  with 
absolutely  nothing  doing. 

COTTON    PIECU  GOODS. 

PKH  I'lBCB. 

GreyShi.  tings— 8Jlh,  3BI  yds.  3oinches  $2.40  103.00 
Grey  Shillings— gilt,  3*H  yds.  45 inclies    2.60   103  40 

T.  Cloth— 7H1, 14  yaids,  32  inches    1.60   to  190 

Indigo  Shirtings— 12  yards,  44  inches...    1.70  to  2.3s 
Prints— Assorted, 24  yards, 30 inches...    1.75  103.75 
Cotton— ItaliansandSatteeiisHlaclc,3-J       pek  vakd. 
inches    o  16   to  0  21 

FSK  MIC«. 

Velvets— Black,  35  yards, 22inches  ...  6.85  109.05 
Victoria  I. awns,  12  yards,  12-3  inches...    0  85    to  1.00 

Turkey  Reds— 2.0  to  2.4II),  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    '^o  to  1.75 

Turkey  Reds— 2.8  to  3 lb,  24/25  yards, 

30  inches    1 

Turkey  Reds— 3.8  to  4ft,  24/25  yards, 

32  inches    J.3S 

Turkey  Reds— 4.8  to  5ft,  *4/25  yards, 

32  inches    2  95 

WOOL I. HNS.  fun  YAnn. 

Flannel   |o.2;i  to  0.45 

Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches  best  0.35  to  0.40 
Italian  Cloth,  30  yaids,  32  inches 

Medium   0.30 

Italian  Cloth,   30  yards,  32  inches 

Common    0.25 

Mousseline  de  l.uine — Crape,  a  I  yards, 

31  inches    °-  >5 

Cloths— Pilots,  51  @  5f>  inches    0.35 

Cloths— President.-!,  54  @  56  inches    ...  0.60 

Cloths— Onion,  54  @  56  inches    0.40 

Blankets— Scarlet  and  Gieeu,  4  to  3  Jlh, 

per  lh    0.45  to  0.52J 


So  to  2,10 
to  2.75 
to  3.15 


t"  0.35 

l»  O.30 
til  u  22.5 

lo  0.50 
to  0.05 
to  0.70 


EXPORTS. 

RAW  SILK. 

Our  last  issue  was  of  the  22nd  instant,  since 
which  date  settlements  on  this  market  are  440 
piculs,  divided  thus  :  Filatures,  395  piculs  ;  Re 
reels,  45  piculs.  Direct  shipments  have  been  64 
bales',  making  the  total  business  of  the  week  about 
500  piculs. 

There  has  been  much  more  life  in  the  market, 
especially  for  old  silk,  fine  sized  Filatures,  for  ship- 
ment to  Europe.  A  fair  demand  came  in  from 
Lyons  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  and  more  busi- 
ness still  would  have  been  done  had  holders  not 
pushed  prices  up  too  fast.  The  recent  news  of  the 
assassination  of  President  Carnot  has,  to  some 
extent,  stopped  this  demand;  although  it  is  anti- 
cipated that  no  serious  political  complications  will 
arise  out  of  the  matter. 

New  Silk.— Business  has  continued  for  the 
United  Slates  market  at  prices  similar  to  those 
paid  last  week  and  the  market  in  that  direction  is 
not  particularly  stiong. 

Arrivals  have  come  in  pretty  freely  and  probably 
within  the  next  ten  days  fine  Filatures  of  new  crop 
will  be  more  plentiful.  As  it  is,  these  are  scai ce 
and  buyers  are  perforce  obliged  to  take  old  crop. 

There  have  been  three  shipping  opportunities 
since  we  last  wrote,  the  Canadian,  American  and 
English  mails  all  leaving  on  the  same  day,  23rd. 
The  Oceanic  had  150  bales  ;  the  Empress  of  China, 
49  bales,  both  for  the  Ameiican  market.  The 
Ancona  took  88  bales  for  Europe  and  the  present 
expoit  figures  are  44.967  P'culs,  against  47,659 
piculs  last  year  and  50,138  piculs  at  the  same  date 
in  1892. 

Hanks.— Two  or  three  sample  bales  of  new  silk 
have  come  in  from  the  country,  but  so  far  have  not 
led  to  any  business. 

Filatures. — The  chief  demand  has  been  for  fine 
sizes,  old  silk,  and  the  prices  paid  range  between 
$630  and  $710,  the  last  named  figure  being  men- 
tioned for  a  parcel  of  Shidzuoka.  More  business 
would  have  been  done  in  these  but  for  the  large 
pretensions  of  holders,  who  are  apparently  trying 
to  make  the  most  they  can  of  their  old  stock.  In 
full  sizes,  business  has  continued  at  about  the 
same  rates  as  formerly  paid ;  Maishinsha,  $680; 
Shinyesha,  same  price  ;  Seven  Stars,  $677^;  Kairo- 
sha,  $670.  Other  well-known  marks  at  propor- 
tionate prices. 

Re-reels.— The  parcel  of  Torfoisechop  mentioned 
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Awarded  Cold  Medal  L'POQL  Intebnx  Exhibition,  1886. 
ENGLISH  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 

RICHMOND 
CAVENDISH  CO., 

LIMITED, 

LIVEEPOOI* 

SPECIAL   BRANDS  :— 

44  Pioneer  "  Golden  Flake  Cut. 
"Richmond  Smoking-  Mixtura* 
Superfine  Bird's  Eye. 
44 Golden  Brown"  Fine  Cut. 
Bright  &  Black  Plug  Cavendishl 

IN  ALL  USUAL  SIZES.  ' 

PRICE  LISTS  ON  APPLICATION. 

■■labllBhed  a  Quarter  of  a  Century. 


THE  GREATEST  WONDERS  OF  MODERN  TIME 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS. 


PERSONS  suffering  from  weak  or  debilitated 
constitutions  will  discover  that  by  the  use 
of  this  wonderful  medicine  there  is  "  Health 
for  all."  The  blood  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  its 
purity  can  be  maintained  by  the  use  of  these  Pills. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  in  his  work  entitled  "The  Nile  Tribu 
aries  in  Abyssinia,"  says — '*  I  ordered  the  dragoman  Mahomet 
to  inform  the  Fakir  that  I  was  a  Doctor,  and  I  had  the  best 
medicines  at  the  service  of  the  sick,  with  advice  gratis.  In  I 
short  time  I  had  many  applicants,  to  whom  I  served  out  a 
quantity  of  Holloway's  Pills.  These  are  most  useful  to  an  ex- 
plorer, as,  possessing  unmistakable  purgative  properties,  they 
create  an  undeniable  effect  upon  the  patient,  which  satisfies, 
them  of  their  value," 


SIMPLE,  SAFE,  AND  CERTAIN. 

HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT 

Is  a  certain  remedy  for  bad  legs,  bad  breasts,  and  ulcerations 
of  all  kinds.  It  acts  miraculously  in  healing  ulcerations,  curing 
skin  diseases,  and  in  arresting  and  subduing  all  inflammations, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Cooper,  in  his  account  of  his  extraordinary  travels 
in  China,  published  in  1871,  says—"  I  had  with  me  a  quantity  of 
Holloway's  Ointment.  I  gave  some  to  the  people,  and  nothin 
could  exceed  their  gratitude  ;  and,  in  consequence,  milk,  fowls 
butter,  and  horse  feed  poured  in  upon  us,  until  at  last  a  tea 
spoonful  of  Ointment  was  worth  a  fowl  and  any  quantity  of  peas- 
and  the  demand  became  so  great  that  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up 
the  small  remaining  "stock." 

Sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Medicine  Vendors  the  throughout 
World.  May  1st,  1890. 


MONEY  &  TRADE, 

PUBLISHED  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Annual  Subscription,  post  fiee,  15s.,  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Ditto,  175.,  to  any  part  of  the  Woild. 

Offices — ^ishopsgate  House,  London,  E.C. 

"  MONKYfAND  TRADE "  is  a  fearless  critic  and 
exposerof  all  shams,  frauds,  and  swindles 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  the  [ouknal  for  In. 
vestors,  Speculators,  Manufacturers,  and  Traders. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
Weekly  Record  of  all  Monetary,  't  rading,  and 
Business  Matters.  Bankers,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants, Storekeepers,  and  Wholesale  Buyers  all 
over  the  world  say  it  is  indispensable. 

•'  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  is  not  subsidised  by  any 
financial  association,  clique,  or  syndicate,  but  is 
absolutely  free,  independent,  and  honest. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  of  Assurance,  Banking,  Ship, 
ping,  't  rading,  Manufacturing,  and  Trust  Com- 
panies are  fearlessly  and  impartially  criticised  in 
"  MONEV  AND  TKADE." 

"  MONEY  AND  TRADE  "  enjoys  a  very  large  circu 
"lation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
also  in  all  Foreign  markets  where  English  gooos 
are  sold  ;  and,  as  it  goes  direct  into  the  hands  of 
the  wholesale  and  retatl  buyers,  it  offers  unique 
advantages  lo  advertisers. 

THE  MONTHLY  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
EDITION  is  published  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  is  forwarded  direct  to  1  he  Foreign 
Agents  and  Correspondents  of  all  the  leading 
English  Merchants,  andtoall  the  large  Wholesale 
Buyers  and  Storekeepers  in  the  Colonies,  India, 
China,  Japan, South  America,  and  other  countries, 

SPECIMEN  COPY  POST  FREE. 

September  30,  1893. 


YARROW'S 
SMALL  STEAMERS  AND  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Screw  Steamers  with  speeds  ranging  up  to  30  miles  an  hour 
PADDLE  STEAMERS  WITH  DRAFT  RANGING  DOWN  TO  6  INCHES  OF  WATER 
Stern  Wheel  Steamers  with  very  shallow  draft  especially  suitable  for  river  navigation. 
Machinery  constructed  for  Boats  built  abroad. 

YARROW  &  CO.,  POPLAR,  LONDON,  E. 

Builders  of  the  Stern  Wheel  Steamers  used  by  the  British  Government  for  the  Nile  Expedition 


ASK  FOE 


L1EBICC0MPANYS 


And  see  that  each  jar  bears  Baron  Liebig's  Signature 
in  Blue  Ink  across  the  Label. 


To  be  had  of  all  Storekeepers  and  Dealers  thronghont  India. 

Cookery  Books  Post  Free  on  Application  to  the 
Company. 


EXTRACT 
OF  MEAT 


FINEST    AND  CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK  FOR  SOUPS. 
MADE  DISHES  AND  SAUCES. 

Invaluable  for  India  as 
an  Efficient  Tonic  in  all 

cases  of  Weakness. 
Keeps  good,  in  the  hottest 
Climates,    and  for  any 
length  of  time. 


LIEBIG'S  EXTRACT  OF  MEAT  Co.,  Limited,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  England. 


Sold  wholesale  by  COCKING  &  Co,,  Yokohama. 
June  14th,  1892. 


Cookery  Books  on  Application  to  office  of  this  paper. 


DINNEFORDS 


The  Universal  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stomach, 
Headache,  Heartburn,  Indigestion,  Sour  Eructations, 
Bilious  Affections. 


The  Physician's  Cure 
for  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Gout  and  Gravel ;  the 
safest  and  most  gentle 
Medicine  for  Infants, 
Children,  Delicate  Fe- 
males, and  the  Sick- 
ness of  Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORDS] 

FLUID1 

Magmesm 


MAGNESIA 


Sold  Throughout  the  World. 
N.B.-  ASK   FOR  DINNEFORD'S  MAGNESIA. 


January  1,  1894. 


Thames  Electric  &  Steam  Launch  C3 


Are  prepared  to  Estimate  and  Furnish  Drawings 
*nd  Specifications  for  Launches  in  Wood,  Steel, 
Delta  Metal,  or  Composite,  either  with  Steam  or 
Electric  Power — Speed  from  6  to  20  miles  per  hour  ; 
—also  Tugs,  and  Stern  Wheelers,  which,  if  required, 
will  be  prepared  and  constructed  in  Sections. 

Launches  of  specially  Light  Draught  constructed 
for  Shallow  Waters. 

Electric  and  Steam  Pinnaces  for  Harbour  or 
Ferry  purposes. 


ELECTRIC   LAUNCH   "GLOW-WOKM,"  53ft.  by  7ft.  3in. 


Builders  of  Electric  Charging  Stations,  Floating; 
or  Stationary;  and  makers  of  all  required  fittings 
and  equipments. 

A  selection  of  Electric  Launches  always  ready 
for  prompt  delivery,  of  which  particulars  will  be 
forwarded  on  application  to 

W.  S.  SARGEANT,  m  i  m  e., 

Manager. 


April  23rd,  1893. 


Prnited  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  st  Jr.  Main  Street,  Settlement,  by  James  Ellacott  Beale,  of  No.  58,  Bluff, 

Yokohama.— Saturday,  June  30,  1894. 


